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PROLOGUE 

Music blasting out loud from outside waking me up from my 

ǎƭŜŜǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻǳǘΣ L ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 

already. I hate being woken up from my sleep like this, Jeez! Let 

ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƴƻǿΦ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ 

that it is T-man's rude depraved friend playing music in his car 

with all doors opened. Thapelo AKA T-man is my neighbour 

and, he associates himself with rude, hardcore thugs. They 

living a criminal life but, I like that they do their criminal 

activities outside our township; I am not saying what they are 

doing is right but, it is better that way. 

 

 

After arranging my bed in a tidy way, I open the curtains and 

the windows before heading to the bathroom for my everyday 

morning routine. When I was done, I returned back to my room 

to wear comfortable clothes.  

 

 

I am hungry. What am I going to eat?  

I drag myself to the kitchen and check for bread in the bread 

ōƛƴΧ bh¢ILbDΗ I sigh closing my eyes.  



 

 

I walk back to my room and look for my purse, I find a R100 

note in. Kota it is for breakfast. I walk out of the house and 

bump into my grandmother. She is carrying shopping bags on 

both her hands, I help her carry them inside. 

 

 

άIŜƭƭƻ ƎƻƎƻΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƭƭ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǳƴǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ 

and pack them in their rightful cabinets in the kitchen. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǘŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦέ 

I roll my inner eyes. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ YƻǘŀΦ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ 

her head. 

άbƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ .ǳǘΣ ŦǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻΦέ L ƴƻŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

ά.Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻϥǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΦέ bƻǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ out anymore. 

ά!ǊƎƘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

kitchen. 



άIŀƛōƻΗ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 

they can spend their entire day sitting there. Just go, I am 

ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ 

ά.ǳǘ ƎƻƎƻΧέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚ hƘΣ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

help me to break up with them because my blood pressure 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗέ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΚ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΗέ L ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ 

άDƻƻŘΗ bƻǿΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ Ƴȅ ǎƭŀǇ ŎƘƛǇǎΦέ L ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΦ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

άL ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ YŜŀΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǎ L Ǝƻ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

Ψ{ƘŜ ǎŀȅ LΩƳ ǎƻ 

 Ghetto Ghetto (x2) 

I took her to my 

Ghetto Ghetto (x2) 

She love my 

Ghetto Ghetto (x2) 



She wanna be 

Ghetto Ghetto (x2) 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊΧϥ 

 

 

The song gets more louder as I approached the gate walking 

out of the yard. Indeed Thapelo is sitting with his rude friend by 

the gate at Thapelo's house dancing to the song with bottles of 

Heineken on their hands. Thapelo spots me then waves his 

hand at me, I wave back. He is shirtless, only in his shorts and 

slides showing his muscular body. Why am I drooling over that? 

 

 

ά!ƻ ǎǿŜŜŘƛΗ ¸ŀōƻƴŀ ǿŜƴŀΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ 

ǿƛŦŜΗέ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴg his rude friend 

Advertisement 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 

Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

formal Wear well, most of the time. He is very neat but, a guy 

like him is not for me. My heart is too fragile for him. Wait, why 

am I even talking like he said he wants me or I have a crush on 

him? This is absurd! 



 

 

άIƛΣ ǎƛǎ ¢ƘŀƴŘƛΦ YƻǇŀ Yƻǘŀ ȅŀ wнн ƭŜ ŘƛŘ ŦǊƛŜǎ ǘǎŀ wмрΦέ όaŀȅ L 

please have a R22 Kota and R15 fries.) She takes the money and 

disappears further in the shop.  

 

 

!ǎ L ŀƳ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ L ǎǇƻǘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘϥǎ ǊŜŘ DƻƭŦ т 

speeding to my direction. How does this guy drive in such a 

loud car? I would definitely lose my focus off the road. Why is 

he stopping and why is he getting off? 

My heart palpitates very fast as I see him coming to where I am 

standing. He takes out his fat wallet and pulls out a R100 note. 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙƻǘ ǎǳƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ ά!ƪƻ Ŧŀǎƛ ƘŀǇŜΦ YƻǇŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ȅŀ ƘŀƻΦέ 

(I am not asking you out. Can I please have your number?) He 

takes his phone out handing it to me, I just look at it. 

 

 

Sis Thandi comes with my order and change. 



 

 

άwнн YƻǘŀΣ wмр ŎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ wсо ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

tray on the table next to sauces. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǳŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YƻǘŀΦ 

άaŀ¢ƘŀƴŘƛǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛŦŜΦέ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

ά!ƻǿŀ ¢ŜōȊŀΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ {ƻ Ƙƛǎ 

name is Tebza? I take my food before walking away. 

άaŀƳƛΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛΗ ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ aŀ¢ƘŀƴŘƛǎ ƳŦŜ 

/ƻǳǊǘƭŜƛƎƘ ŘŀŀǊΦέ όDƛǾŜ ƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘƭŜƛƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦύ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ignoring him. As soon as I approach my house, he drives slowly 

next to me. 

 

 

ά²ŀǘǎŜōŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

you ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ ά{ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ 

ƻƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦέ IŜ ƭƛŦǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά{ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻƻΦέ IŜ ǎƳƛǊƪǎ ƎƭƛƳǇǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƭŘ 

ŎŀƴƛƴŜ ǘƻƻǘƘΦ άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦέ L ƭƻok at him 

with the corner of my eye before looking back forward. 



άbƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅΦ 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ hƪŀȅΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ 

ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΦέ 

άbƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

άCƛƴŜΦ aŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻŎƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ƳŀƎǊƛȊŀ ǘƻ 

tell me. L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǇƘŜƭŀ ƴƴŀΦέ L ǎǘƻǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ ƘŜ 

stops the car too. Judging from his behaviour, he can definitely 

do that. I might get myself into trouble with my grandmother. 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŜΚέ  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΦ 

ά{ƻ Řƛ ƴǳƳōŜǊΚέ 

άbƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ IŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ōƛǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

lip. 

άYŜ ǘƭŀƻ ōƻƴŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΗέ ό{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΧύ 

ά9Ƨƻ ¢.DΗ L ŀƳ ŜǾŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǎǇƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŜƳŜǘǎƛ ǿŜƴŀΗέ όǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ 

for you!) Thapelo shouts from the gate of his house. 

ά¢ǎŜƪΗέ όtƛǎǎ ƻŦŦΗύ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŎǳǎǎΦ 

  



ONE 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

My time is up! I am knocking off from work now. Tebogo 

promised to fetch me and I hope he is waiting for me outside. I 

am a qualified nurse working part-time at a local government 

hospital. Finding a permanent post is a difficult thing in this 

country unless you get connected to someone within. Anyway, 

after signing out, I walk out going to where he always parks his 

car and WOW, just WOW!  

 

 

I prance to where he is. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗΚέ L Ƙƛǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ōŀƎΦ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ƳŜΚέ  

άaŀƳƛΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L Řƻ ƴƻǿΚέ IŜ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

on my waist and pulls me closer to him.  

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΚ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƳǇ 

before you told her to walk away before I could even get to 



ȅƻǳΗέ L ƘǳŦŦΦ IŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ 

expression changes. 

άDŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ǘŜƳǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άbƻΦ Lϥƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ǘŀȄƛ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  

ά{ǳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ IŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ surrender. How did I 

find myself dating this man? I know that I have said things 

about him but look now, those things pulled me to him. Tebogo 

and I have been dating for only a few weeks and, there were no 

red flags until today. He was kissing some lady. He knew very 

well that I work here and I could show up at anytime but, there 

ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΗέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǘΦ ! ǘŀȄƛ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜΦ L 

thought he loves me but, he loves his ego way more than a 

human being. 

 

 

When the taxi gets closer to where I live, I get off just before 

my street. I am going to pass by at Ncediso's house. She is my 

best friend and she is easy to talk to although her opinions 

press the angry button in you sometimes. I text her that I have 



arrived and wait for her outside her house. She comes out 

wearing shorts and a baggy t-shirt with slippers. 

 

 

 ά¢ǎŀƭŀΦέ (Friend) 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǎƪŜŜƳ 

ǎŀŀƳΦέ ²Ŝ ƘǳƎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ YŜ ¢ŜōȊŀΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƻΚ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

open your lŜƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ȅŜǘΗέ bƻǿ L ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ L ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘΦ 

άbƻΗέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ άL ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜǎΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΚ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ L ƳŜŀƴΧ ȅƻǳ 

knew what type of a man he was before you even started 

dating. He is a ruthless thug hiding in those nice expensive 

ǎǳƛǘǎΦ IŜ ǳǎŜǎ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦέ 

I sigh. 

άL ŀƳ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛŦ L ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƳŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΚέ {ƘŜ ŜǎŎƻǊǘǎ ƳŜ 

ƻǳǘΦ άIŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ 



carelessly. I clench my teeth to the thought. Maybe when he 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ōŜ ǎƻ 

stupid letting him go like that? Wait, how could he let Me go 

like that? 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƪŜǊŜ ǘǎŀƭŀΚέ  Emotional blackmail! 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ 
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ǘǎŀƭŀΦέ 

ά.ǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ IŜ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ 

άaŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ  

We get to the corner and my phone starts ringing. I take it out 

from my bag, it is Tebogo. 

άLǘΩǎ ƘƛƳΦέ L ǎŀȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ bŎŜŘƛǎƻΦ 

ά9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ [Ŝǘ 

me leave you to your boyfriŜƴŘΦέ ²Ŝ ƘǳƎ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

ά.ȅŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά.ȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ  

 

 



I breathe out as I walk back home. I live with my grandmother, 

Tshidi Molise (pronounced Modise). She is sixty-six years old 

and I am only twenty-six. My mother got married to my 

stepdad two years ago and they live together with my siblings 

in the suburbs. We do communicate but, once I a while. It is no 

longer the same like before she got married. I feel like she 

replaced me with her new family. 

My phone rings again, this time I answer. 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ YŜŀΦ L ŀƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέ L ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

corner of my house, indeed he is there. My grandmother is 

going to have a fit if she ever finds out that I am dating T-man's 

friend.  

άhƪŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ. I get to his car and knock on 

his window. He rolls it down. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ 

off the car ignition. 

άbƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ L 

ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ bŎŜŘƛϥǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ 

άbƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ L ǎǘŜǊƴƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

out of the car leaving the door open. He gets closer to means 



looks around before he pulls me with my braids which are still 

ŦǊŜǎƘΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴΦ άhǳŎƘΗ ²ŀƴƎ ƭŜƳŀtsa hle 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦύ L ǿƛƴŎŜΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƭƻƻȊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƪŜǊŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ƴƻǿΣ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ƳŜΗέ IŜ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ 

before clucking his tongue. He loosen his grip from my braids; 

my head is burning and spinning. My tears gush out of my eyes. 

I look at him very shocked, is this who he is or he is only trying 

ǘƻ ǎŎŀǊŜ ƳŜ ƻŦŦΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ƳŀƴΚ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ 

victim, I refuse. 

He gets in the car and looks at me. 

ά9ƛǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊily or I drag you in. Your choice 

ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ 

ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ {ƻΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎŜŀǘΦ ά!Ŧŀ 

ǿŀǘǎŜƴȅǿŀΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƻǊŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦέ ό!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

crazy?)  

I just throw my hand bag in and close the door before getting in 

the passenger seat in the front. He starts the ignition and drives 

off. 

ά²ƛǇŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘΦ 

 

***  

TO BE CONTINUED ... 



TWO 

 TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I drove us to my place. I live alone in a private apartment just in 

ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

township but, this will do for now. 

 

 

I open the door before we both walk into the apartment.  

 

 

ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀƭŀŎŜΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΗέ {ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ 

This is my first time bringing any girl in this apartment. Okay, 

she is not just any girl but the woman that I am going to marry, 

mother of my kids. Do I love her? I am falling deeply for her. 

άLǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ 

happy. How do I make a woman happy anyway because, I want 

to try this dating thing. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ ǳƴōǳǘǘƻƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǊǘΦ  



ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ¢ŜōȊŀΚέ IŜǊ ǘƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ 

serious. 

άL ōƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƳŜ ƳŀƳŀΣ Ƴƛ Ŏŀǎƛ ǎǳ ŎŀǎƛΦέ όƳȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

home.) I walk to the fridƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ άLǘΩǎ 

ƴƻǘ ōƛƎ ōǳǘΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ 

ŀǊƳǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ ά¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΗέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ 

put the bottle on the counter. 

ά.ǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ƳŀƳŀΦέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  

ά/ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ƎǊƻǇŜ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǎǇΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΚέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ŘƻΚέ L ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭΣ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳΗέ 

IŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƴƎǎ ƳŜΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

how love feels like? Damn! 

άhƪŀȅ YŜŀΣ ƪŜ Ƴŀǎǿŀōƛ ƘƭŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ not do it again. Now, can we 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƳŀΦέ όL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦύ L ǇŜŎƪ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ƻƴŎŜ 

ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ άYŀƻ ƴŎŀƴȅŀ YŜŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ YŜŀΦύ 



άLϥƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜΚέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǊƛŘƎŜΦ άL ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴΦέ 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΚ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōǳǘΣ L 

ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ƳŜŀƭΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

She bends over down to the fridge looking for what looks like 

meat. If it was any other day, I would be banging her because 

wow, the view is too much. 

 

 

άCƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ 

thoughts. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊƻǘǘŜƴ ƻǊ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

back up with the meat on her hands.  

ά¢ƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ L ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŘƛƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ L usually go and eat ko oledi laka or 

eat take-ƻǳǘǎΦέ όŀǘ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦύ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΚ [ƻƻƪ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƛƭŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ 

goes and puts it at the sink.  

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦ [ƻƻƪΣ ƭŜǘ 

me go and take a quick shower and leave the kitchen to you. 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƳŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ L ŀǎŎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ 



ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΗ Iƻǿ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗΚέ  

άCƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƳŀƳƛΗέ 

 

 

Before I even take off my clothes, my phone rings. It is an 

unsaved number. 

 

 

ά9ƛǘŀΦέ 

άIƛΣ ¢ŜōȊŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƳŜΣ IƭŜƴƎƛǿŜΤ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

¸ƻǳ ƎŀǾΧέ {ƘƛǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ 

today. 

άhƘ ȅŜŀƘΣ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ ²ŀǊŜ ŘƛƴǘǎŀƴƎ aŀΩ ƭƻǾŜΦέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŀƳ ōƻǊŜŘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƳŀȅōŜΚέ 

άbƻǿΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ƴƻǿΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ 

ά¦ƘΣ ǳƘΧ hƪŀȅ 

Advertisement 



send me your location and I will be there in an hour or so to 

ǇƛŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΦέ  

ά/ƻƻƭΦ .ȅŜΦέ 

ά{ǳǊŜΦέ L ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ bƻǿΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ excuse 

to Kea. Argh, I have that I am going to do this to her but, I am a 

man and I have needs. There is a high possibility that she might 

deny me some booty so, a man's gotta do what he gotta do. 

I strip off my clothes and get in a shower. When I am done with 

all that, I look for something casual to wear. I settle for jeans, 

sneakers and a golf t-shirt.  

I descend the stairs and the smell of whatever Kea is cooking, 

hits me directly to my nostrils. It smell really good. 

άL ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ǎƛǘ ƻƴ 

the bar stool behind the counter. 

άbŜǾŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪΦέ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ 

άL ŀƳ happy to hear that. Relax now because, the food will be 

ǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴΧέ {ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ά!ǊŜ 

ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ {ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴǎΦ 

ά/ŀƴΩǘ L ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚέ  



ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴight where we should be 

ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇȅƧŀƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

stove avoiding eye contact. She is mad, I know that she is. I get 

up from the chair and go stand behind her. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ YŜŀΦ L ǿƛƭƭ 

come ōŀŎƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦέ L ǎƴǳƎƎƭŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 

waist. 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ L ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƘǳƘΚ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ Ƴȅ 

ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ Ƴȅ 

hands from her. 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ L ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ǿƘŀǘΩs wrong 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚέ 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀǊƎƘΗέ {ƘŜ 

attempts to walk away but, I pull her back. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƻƪŜŘΚέ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ 

them back once I have washed ǘƘŜƳΦέ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ L 

burst into a loud laugh, she joins me too. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ŜŀǊƭȅΦέ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŘǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭǳŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΦέ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ {ƘŜ ƳŀŘƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά{ǘƻǇ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ  

άbƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘΗέ {ƘŜ ŎƭǳŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

άDƻΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ Wǳǎǘ [ŜŀǾŜΗέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎΦ άDƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǳŎƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ŦƭƻƻȊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΗ L ǿƛƭƭ request an Uber and take 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƘƻƳŜΗέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ōǳǘ L ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƎǊŀō ƘŜǊ 

with her braids and push her down to the floor. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǾŜǊΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ƳŜΚέ L ƪƛŎƪ ƘŜǊ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴΣ ǎƘŜ 

screŀƳǎΦ άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΗ DŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ L 

want to eat when I get back. Find something comfortable to 

ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴΣ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ŀƳ ƻǳǘΦέ L ƭŜŀǾŜ 

ƘŜǊ ǎƻōōƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ 

people. I grab my car keys and storm out. 

 

***  

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



THREE 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

I hold on to the counter and pull myself up. It hurts so much 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƳŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΦ L ŘǊŀƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ 

the living room, limping. I look for my phone and just then, it 

ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

 

I take a deep breath before answering. 

 

 

άaƳŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ YŜŀΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƘƛǘΗ Lǘ ƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ Ƴȅ 

ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜŘǘƛƳŜΦ  

ά¦ƘΣ ¦ƘƳΦΦ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜŎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

short oŦ ǎǘǳŦŦΦέ L ƭƛŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ 

άIƻōŀ ƴŜƴƎ ƻ ƴŜ ǎŀ ōƻŜ ƘƭŜΚέ ό²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚύ L ǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ 

ƭƛǇǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƳǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ άL ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

ά{ƻǊǊȅ YƻƪƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ 



άhƪŀȅΦ DƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ 

ά{ƭŜŜǇ ǿŜƭƭΦέ {ƘŜ hung up. 

 

 

I close my eyes as what happened a while ago plays in my head. 

I put my hand against my mouth as I try to suppress the sobs 

trying to escape my mouth. My tears fall out unstoppable. At 

this moment I am in shock, I pain and in fear. What do I do 

now? This is not the type of life that I want for myself. No 

matter how angry I might have made Tebogo, he had no right 

to kick me like that. 

 

 

First thing tomorrow Morning, I am leaving! I feel bad enough 

that I had to lie to my grandmother to get beaten by a 

boyfriend. 

 

 

I limp back to the kitchen and turn off the stove. I have lost my 

appetite. I will settle for water. 

 

 



***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

After I picking up Hlengiwe, I drove us down to my place in the 

ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ to waste 

time. We got into the house and I pinned her against the door 

kissing her. She pushed me and I staggered backwards. She 

took off her t-shirt and threw it on the floor, I smirked as she bit 

her lower lip seductively. Her nice full boobs were sneaking out 

of her bra, getting me all worked up. 

 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ŘǊƻǇ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ άhƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƪƴŜŜǎΦέ {ƘŜ Ŏŀǘǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƪƴŜŜƭǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜ 

strokes my penis that grew even more the moment she held it. 

She swirls her tongue around the tip of my penis and then spits 

on it for lubrication before she slowly sucks it. I throw my head 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘΧ IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

long time.  



ά¸ŜŀƘΧ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŀōȅΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ƳŜΦ L 

hold her head and mouth fuck her. 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƘŜƴ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ϥфл 5ŀȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ wǳƭŜϥ ǎƘƛǘ ŀƴŘΣ L ŀƳ 

ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎƻΧ  

 

 

Dammit! Should I even be thinking about Kea at this moment?  

 

 

I rock my hips as I pick up my pace in her mouth. I hold on to 

her hair and close my eyes again as I imagine Kea bending over 

as I hit it from behind and her moans filling up the room. I 

groan as I am about to nut. I grit my teeth and pull out to 

release outside on her face but Hlengiwe does the unexpected 

and vomits on my jeans and shoes!  

What the fuck!? 

She coughs as if she is choking and wheezes. 



 

 

ά5ŀƳƳƛǘΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳΧέ {ƘŜ ŎƻǳƎƘǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƛǊΦ ά!re you t-r-ying 

ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΚέ IŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎ Ǌƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŜƪǎΦ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ 

neck rubbing in. 

 

 

Maybe I got lost in the moment. I might have went deeper in 

her throat and blocked her airway; she could have died! 

Damn you Kea! She is messing with my head now. 

 

 

***  

 

 

Last night after that awkward scene with Hlengiwe, we decided 

to go clubbing. I changed to clean pants and clean shoes and 

tossed the ones that were spoiled with the vomit to the bin. 

The time is now past 4an in the morning and I am a little tipsy, 

okay maybe drunk. I had so much money spent at the club last 

night. 



 

 

I am back at the apartment staggering to the bedroom while 

humming a song that I left playing at the club.  

 

 

I find Kea sitting on the bed leaning against the headboard with 

her eyes closed and her hands on her stomach. She is either 

pretending to be asleep or, she is sleeping. 

 

 

άYŜƪŜΗέ 9ƛǎƘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳǘΦ L ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ 

άtŀǇŀ ƛǎ ōŀŀŀŀŎƪΗέ 

I take off my pants and my t-shirt before throwing myself on 

the bed.  

άYŜke 

Advertisement 

ƪŀƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ǎŀƴΗέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΗύ  

 

 

***  



 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

After leaving this place, I am never setting my foot here EVER 

AGAIN! This is the last time he sees me but, I never want to be 

with Tebogo again. He is abusive and full of shit!  

 

 

It is now 6am and I have been awake since forever; I barely 

slept last night. I heard him coming in earlier and I pretended to 

ōŜ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ L ƭŜŦǘ ƘƛƳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

snoring out loud in the bedroom. I am all up, back in my 

uniform that I came wearing and ready to leave. I look at myself 

one more time on the mirror, my eyes are bloodshot and puffy. 

 

 

I get back to the bedroom, Tebogo's phone vibrates from the 

pedestal. I am tempted to check it, my feet are pulling me to 

the pedestal. Here are I am, holding his phone in my hand. I 

ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ м ƴŜǿ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ 



ϥIŜȅΗ aȅ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ IƻǇŜ 

ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜΧ L ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ 

do it again soon. I misǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦΩ- +27 79 553 7246 

 

 

No man I their right state of mind would send another man this 

kind of a message unless they are gay. So, this is the emergency 

that he was going to? Wow! 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΧέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳΦ ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ ²ŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘǳǳΗέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ 

tongue. 

άYŜƴƎ ȅŀƴƻƴƎΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ƴƻǿΚύ IŜ ƳǳƳōƭŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

άYŜƪŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƴƻǿΚέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘƛǘΦέ 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΗέ L ǘƘǊƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻƴe at 

ƘƛƳΦ άL ŀƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦέ L ǎǘƻǊƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ 

going downstairs. The abdominal pain cannot be ignored. I slow 

down and hold on to the wall with my one hand and the other 

on my stomach. I am sure that my organs are disorganised from 

the kick I got last night, he used his whole force on me. 



. 

¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜŀŘŦǳƭΦ IŀƴƎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

him any good right now and he is very pissed. He clucks his 

ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǘΦ L ŀƳ ŘƻƴŜ 

with him, I wƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ōŀƎΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ǿƘȅ ƻ ȅŜǘǎŀ ȅŀƴŀ ȅŜƘΚέ ό²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚύ 

Is he seriously asking me that question? Why is he not sorry for 

what he did? He cheats on me and then he kicks me and I am 

ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΚ άaȄŀΣ ƳƻǘƘƻ ƻǘƭƻƴƻ ƎƛŘƭŀ ƪo T-man once 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǘǘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ όL ŀƳ 

going to crash at T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΧύ [ƛƪŜ L ŎŀǊŜΗ 

The car comes to halt, next to my house. He looks at me then 

holds my hand, I flinch. 

He sighs. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ  

He unlocks the car and I get off without saying anything to him. 

My grandmother is an early bird. I find her sitting in the kitchen 

having her morning tea. 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ YƻƪƻΦέ όaƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΦύ 

άYŜŀΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  



άL ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜǇǘ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

She nods with a smile. 

I get to my room and carefully take off my uniform. I switch off 

my cellphone before getting into the sheet and cry myself to 

sleep. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



FOUR 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I am woken up by music playing loud in T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ 

from the couch and stretch my arms, my neck and my waist. U 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ƭŜŦǘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ōŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻƴ 

the couch. T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ōƛƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΣ 

living room and a mini kitchen. It is very nice. He was raised by 

his grandmother since his parents died when he was just a 

baby. His grandmother left him the house but, he chose to live 

in the backroom as there are people renting the house.  

 

 

I met him in varsity, we used to be roommates then. We used 

to party animals then until we got around with a wrong gang 

well... It felt wrong then but now it is damn right. They carried 

guns and they introduced us into robbery, heists, and all other 

crimes that made us money. It started off with petty crimes but 

we got up the ranks and started bombing ATMs. It is a lot and 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ Ǌƛǎƪȅ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ 

what we have to do in order to survive. 



 

 

I grab my phone from the coffee table and end check the time, 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƳƛŘŘay. 

 

 

ά9ƪ ǎŜΣ ¢-ƳŀƴΗέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ƻŦŦΦ 

L ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ Ƴƻŀƴǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

aware that he had a woman in here.  They are shagging in 

there. 

 

 

I take my keys and then walk out of the room going to my car. I 

unlock it and take out cigarette and light it before I puff it.  

 

 

Keabetswe! Her name rings in my head. I need to call her and 

make it up to her. She is angry at me and I want to apologise. 

 

 

I dial her number on my phone before I press the phone 

button. It goes straight to voicemail. I try it again but still the 



same. I sigh and puff my already burned out cigarette and 

throw the bud to the ground. I scroll through my music on my 

phone before I start playing it connecting it to my car radio. 

 

 

'You always on my mind 

Everyday, Everyday  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ 

Where I stand 

Those words I said I 

5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

All I wanna know is 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƪŀȅ 

 

 

Although we go in and out 

Of love 

5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ 

Love 



¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ  

L-O-V-E Love 

Lǘ ƘǳǊǘǎΧϥ 

The song plays softly in the car.  

I sit in the passenger seat living the door opened. After a while, 

T-man appears looking all sweaty and only in his boxers. 

 

 

άL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ [ƛƴŘƛǿŜ ƪŀǇŀ 

¢ŀƭƻǊΚέ ό²ŀǎ ƛǘ [ƛƴŘƛǿŜ ƻǊ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΚύ L laugh. 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇ ƳŀƴΗ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŧƻƻƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŜ [ƛƴŘƛǿŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ 

ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ άaǇƻƭŜƭƭŜ ƘŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΚέ ό{ƻΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΦύ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

άaȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ L ǘƻƻƪ YŜŀ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ IŜ ǎƳƛǊƪǎΦ 

ά{ƻ ǎƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΚέ L ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳt another cigarette 

and light it. 

άL ŦǳŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƴΦ L ƭŜŦǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ 

clubbing would some bitch who vomited on me last night when 

ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀ ƘŜŀŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧƻƻƭ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘe from the box, I 

puff mine. 



άaŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ L Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ŦƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ōǳǘΣ L 

ǿŀǎ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ YŜŀ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΧ 

ȅƻƻƻƘΣ ƳŦŀƴŀƪŀ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΗέ 

άhƘΣ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ άCƭƻǇƻΚέ 

ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚύ 

ά9ƧƻΣ ƪŜ ŦƭƻǇƛƭŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘΦέ όL ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ ōƛƎ ǘƛƳŜΦύ IŜ ƭŜŀƴǎ 

with his back on the wall and then puts his one foot against the 

ǿŀƭƭΦ άL ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊΦέ Ie 

becomes shocked and whistles. 

άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ¢ŜōȊŀΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 

neighbour? Do you want her grandmother to come knocking at 

my door? I told you before to leave that girl alone man, she is 

not your type. She I raised well and you just want to play with 

ƘŜǊΦέ  

ά¢-man I need solutions. I love that girl and I want to build 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦέ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΦ L ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

how T-man laughs at everything.  

άYŜŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴŜΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ŀǘ 

clubs we make one night stands with them or those girls who 

want alcohol to make it up to them. She is different from what 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻΦέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ƪŜŜǇ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

I am going to make her my Trophy wife. I want to feel her. 



ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎΚέ  

άDƛǊƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΦ ²ŜŀǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

your best suits and take her out, buy her gifts and lastly, fuck 

ƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άaŀƴΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǎǎȅΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǘŀǎǘŜΦ LϥƳ ŀ 

thug, I Dodge bullets all the time, I kill to survive. Where do you 

ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǘ ƻƴ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘ 

ƘŜǊ ǳǇΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ƳƻŎƪƛƴƎƭȅΦ 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ L ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊΦέ IŜ ŎƭǳŎƪǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŘǳŘŜΦέ  

 

 

ά.ŀōŜΣ LΩƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΗέ {ƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 

She appears wearing T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ōƛƎ ǘ-ǎƘƛǊǘΦ /ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ 

woman in that, only. Finding her in the kitchen cooking looking 

ǎƻ ǎŜȄȅΦ άIƛ ¢ŜōȊŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ L Ǝƻǘ here  earlier, 

ǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘΚέ L ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ¢-man 

ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΧ ¢ŀȅ-¢ŀȅΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ 



ά{ƪŀǘΣ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ 

ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ ¢-man says to Taylor, she blushes. T-man is the 

ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

He opens the gate for me, I reverse out. I notice a nice car, a 

black Mercedes Benz C63 to be specific at Kea's house. Kea's 

house is just a house away from T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ but 

Advertisement 

front opposite. 

 

 

ά¢-ƳŀƴΣ Ȋǿŀƪŀƭŀ ƘƛŜǊΧ ǿƘƻϥǎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ό/ƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦύ L 

call him through the window.  

άhƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƪŜŀ ƳŀƳŀȊŀƭŀΦέ ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-in-ƭŀǿΩǎΦύ  

άaŀƳŀ YŜŀΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƴΦέ IŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΣ L ǘǳǊn up the volume 

before screeching the wheels of my car driving off. I will try 

calling Kea again later. 

 

 

***  



 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I heard voices so I thought I should wake up and do my bed. I 

wear my robe and before I get out of my room, I hear loud 

music and wheels scratching-L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳȅΧ L ƳŜŀƴ 

Tebogo. I roll my eyes and walk out of my room going to the 

bathroom to brush my teeth and then go to the living room. 

 

 

 I walk into the Mogale family, they are all here. When I say the 

Mogale family I mean my mother, stepfather and their two 

kids, Onthatile (boy), my step brother who is 22 years old and 

Tidimalo (girl), she is only two years old. Onthatile and I both 

have our own parents I mean, he has his mother out there and 

Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ ƛǎΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿant to know where he is and, 

Tidimalo is both their daughter.  

 

 

L ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦ ¢ƛŘƛƛƳŀƭƻ ǎŜŜǎ 

me and a huge smile flashes on her face. She runs to me. 



 

 

ά{Ŝǎƛ YŜŀΗέ {ƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

abdomen ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƪƛŎƪ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

raise suspicions so I act strong and pick her up and kiss her. 

ά¢ƛŘƛ ǿŀƪŀΦέ όaȅ ¢ƛŘƛΦύ L ƘǳƎ ƘŜǊΦ ά5ǳƳŜƭŀƴƎΦέ όDǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦύ L 

greet everyone, they return the gesture. My mother (Litebogo 

pronounced as Ditebogo) gets up on her feet from the couch 

and opens her arms for a hug. I try to put Tidi down but, she 

holds on to me tightly so, we both go into our mom's hug. 

άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΚέ aȅ ƳƻƳ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƳΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ ²Ŝ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƻŘ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǳŦŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘΦέ L ǎƭŜǇǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭƭŜǊƎȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ϥL ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳΩ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎƘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭŜΦ 

 

 

άaŦŀƴŀƪŀΣ ŘƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΚέ όaȅ ƎǳȅΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ 

άaŀn, school is choking me on my throat. I thought I should 

ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ϥǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 



ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǊŘΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΚ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƴƻƻƴΦέ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

άhƘ ǳƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΧ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ ǎƻΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ¦ƘƳΣ 

Ǝƻ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛŦǘΦέ L ƭƛŜΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŀōǳǎŜǊΦ 

άhƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΚ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƛŦǘǎΦέ aȅ 

stepdad (Patrick) says. I thought he never payed attention. 

ά²Ŝƭƭ ǳƘΣ L ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƎŜǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛŦǘǎΦέ 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ L Řƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ /±Φ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀǘ 

the other hospitals as well since you work part-time. At least 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǊƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ L ƴƻŘ 

very happy. 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƻǘΣ ŘŀŘΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΣ L 

am shocked too.  

 

 

This is my very first time calling Patrick, 'dad'. He smiles and 

nods, I nod too. Litebogo also smiles and nods looking all 

emotional. 

 

 



ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΚ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ 

from last night? 

άDƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘŜƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻƻŘΦέ L ŦǊƻǿƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦ 

ά.ǳǘ YƻƪƻΧέ L ǿƘƛƴŜΦ 

άDƻΗέ [ƛǘŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 

 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŎǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƻƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

Patrick says to Litebogo. They both stand up and peck each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǇǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ .ȅŜΦέ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǎŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛŘƛ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά¢ƛŘƛ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ ōŀōȅΣ ƻǎƪŀ ŘƛǊŀ ȅŀƭƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΦ tŀǇŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ 

ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 5ƻŜs Tidi even understand that? No, she lays her 

head on my chest and cries more as dad leaves the house. 

ά¢ƛŘƛΣ ƻōŜȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ 

Ƴȅ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƛƴΧέ  

ά/ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ Ŝŀǘƛng food, you will get Chocolate. I hope you do have 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŀƪŜΣ YŜŀΦέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 



We all laugh because we know that, Tidi won't let us rest until 

she gets what she wants. 

I put Tidi on the couch and leave them all as I go and take my 

afternoon bath. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



FIVE 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

We were done eating lunch and done washing the dishes too. I 

went to my bedroom and took my phone which is off and 

turned it on. As soon as the network coverage is covered, my 

phone starts vibrating and messages flow in my phone. Some 

are from my network provider notifying me about the calls that 

LΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ L ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

from Tebogo. They read: 

 

 

ϥ{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

phone is really off. Please, ke kopa ho boa lewena hle' (I want 

us to talk, please.)- Tebogo 

ϥL ƭŜŦǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ōŀŘΦΩ- Tebogo 

'Can I pick you up later?'- Tebogo. I chuckle. 

ϥL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ YŜƪŜΦΩ- Tebogo 

ϥL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦΩ- Tebogo. 



 

 

I heave a loud sigh and sit on my bed closing my eyes. A knock 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ 

mother. 

 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŜ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴΦέ !ǎ ƛŦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ϥL ŘƻϥΦ L ǎƳƛƭŜ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ {ƘŜ 

ǎƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ά¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚέ 

ά! ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚέ L ŀǎƪ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜǇǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀƭƭŜǊƎƛŜǎΦ L ŀƳ 

your mother aƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΦέ  

I look at her for a while. I feel the edge to cry as a lump forms 

on my throat and my chest spasm, my mother notice that and 

quickly pulls me to a hug. I start crying on her chest. 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΦέ {ƘŜ Ǌǳōǎ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ άMom is 

ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

Someone knocks at the door before they also let themselves in. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƻƎŀƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ /ŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜǘ ƛƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƴŀƪŜŘΚ 



 

 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ȅƻǳΣ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƪŀȅΚέ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭe asks 

holding Tidi on his arms. 

ά²Ŝϥƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ōŀōȅΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΚέ aƻƳ 

asks. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ƛŘƛ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ YƻƪƻΣ ǎƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ 

wiping my tears. My grandmother is a story teller although 

some may sound too farfetched or fictional, they are the best. 

He puts Tidi on the bed and walks out leaving us. Tidi starts 

playing with my braids standing in the bed mumbling things. 

 

 

ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ Wǳǎǘ when I thought I got away, 

my mom asks. 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΦ  

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŎǊȅΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƻȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ {ƘŜ 

puts her hand under my chin and lifts my head up to look at 

ƘŜǊΦ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻŘΦ άaǇƻƭŜƭŜ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ Ƙƻ ŘƛǊŀƘŜǘǎŜƴƎΚέ ό¢Ŝƭƭ 

me, what happened?)  



My tears burn my eyes again and I start crying all over again. I 

lift my t-shirt up and show her a little bruise on my stomach. 

She covers her mouth with her hand on her mouth looking very 

shocked.  

ά²Ƙƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΚ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳΚέ IŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 

ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŜƪǎΦ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ άbƻΣ YŜŀΗέ ¢ƛŘƛ ƎŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

starts crying, now we are all crying like one sad family.  

I take Tidi and calm her down.  

άYŜŀΣ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦέ  

άaƻƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎΦέ L ōŜƎΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ƳŀƴΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ 

ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ 

fuming, breathing fire.  

άaƳŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƭŜ ƪŜŀ ƪƻǇŀΦέ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ƎŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

be out in a few hours. Tebogo has the police under his payroll, 

he told me himself about his life well, not everything. He said 

he first has to make  ƳŜ Ƙƛǎ άǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǳǇ 

to me. 

άIƻōŀ ƴŜƴƎΣ ƘǳƘΚ ²Ƙȅ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘǘŀ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ Ƴȅ 

ōŀōȅΚέ {ƘŜ puts her hands on my face. It breaks me seeing my 

mother crying like this for me. I put the now sleeping Tidimalo 

on the bed gently. 



άaƻƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǇƛƴƎ 

Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎΦ {ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ LΚ L ŀƳ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ L ŀƳΧ ƘŜ ƛǎΧέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ 

άL ŀƳΣ ƘŜ ƛǎΚέ 

ά¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ L ƳǳƳōƭŜ άL ŀƳ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

Advertisement 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀōōŜǊƎŀǎǘŜŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ¢-man in our street? The one and only T-man that I 

ƪƴƻǿΚέ L ƴƻŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ǎƘǳŘŘŜǊƛƴƎΦ ά¸ƻƘ YŜŀΣ ƻƴƪŜǘǎŀƴƎ 

aŀǊŀΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΚύ 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƳŀƳŀΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƎΣ L ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

dear life. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 



 

 

When I got to my place I called one of my friends Tiisetso to 

come over. She is lesbian and hangs around a lot with us. She is 

also capable I doing heists with us. She arrived 30 minutes ago 

and she has been munching on the food that was cooked last 

night by Kea. She out did her cooking shame but, I am hurt that 

ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǊǘȅ 

dishes.  

 

 

ά9Ƙ ƴǘǿŀƴŀΣ ƪƻǇŀ ǎƪƘŀŦǘƛƴƛΦέ όaŀƴΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘōƻȄΦύ 

άaŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ōƛƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦέ L say. 

ά5ǳŘŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚέ  

ά²ƘƻΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘȅ ǇƻǘǎΚ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇŜǊ 

ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅǎΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ  

ά²ŀƭǿŀƭŀ WƻΦ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΣ 

ŘƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΚέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ L ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǊŜǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

sitting.  



άL ǘrust you when it comes to buying gifts for di cherry. I need 

ƘŜƭǇΦέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ Ŏŀƴ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǘΚέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƧƻƪŜΦ 

ά²Ŝƴŀ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƎƛŦǘǎΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

you, are you okay?έ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎΦ ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ŎƭǳŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΚέ 

ά¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŀƳ ƴot sure if she'll be 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ  

ά{ǳǊŜΦ bƻǿΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΦ ²ŀƴƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴΚέ {ƘŜ 

smirks. 

άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ  

άwпƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦέ L ƻǇŜƴ Ƴȅ eyes wide. 

ά5ŀƳƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƎƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƛǘ ǳǇ ¢-man and 

we can meet up at the warehouse later so that you can tell us 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎΦέ 

άYŜǘƭƻ Ȋǿŀƪŀƭŀ ƭŜ YŀōȊŀΦέ όL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƎ YŀōȊŀ ŀƭƻƴƎΦύ  



άLǎ ƘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΚέ YŀōȊŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ϥŘƛǊǘȅ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΩΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

honeymoon, they got married about two months ago. 

άIŜ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ /ƘŜŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ōƻǳƴŎŜΣ L Ǝƻǘ ŜǊǊŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊǳƴΦ L will get on to gifts right 

ŀǿŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘΦ 

ά[ŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴΦέ ²Ŝ Ƴŀƴƭȅ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ƴȅ 

house. I walk to the kitchen and dish for myself some more and 

put the food in the microwave to warm it up. 

 

 

As I wait for my food, I take my phone from the counter and 

Řƛŀƭ YŜŀΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ringing but, goes unanswered. I hang up and call again, she 

answers after the third ring. 

 

 

άYŜƪŜΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ōŀōȅΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ {he goes quiet, not saying anything; only her 

breathing makes the talking. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ōǳŀ ƭŜƴƴŀ ƘƭŜΦέ ό¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦύ {ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻŜǎ ǉǳƛŜǘΦ L 

ǎƛƎƘΦ άhƪŀȅΣ L ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ 



ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ {ƘŜ says the wrong words, woman! 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΧ ŀƴŘΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΦ 

ά.ȅŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ  

ά²ŀƛǘΣ YŜƪŜ ǇƭŜŀΧέ ǎƘŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŦƻƻŘ 

before going to the living room. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



SIX 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I had to block Kea from my mind  because, what we are about 

ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ƴȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ 

ƘƛƧŀŎƪ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘΦ IŜ 

ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 

mistakes or else, we sign our lives to Skinner and let him skin 

ǳǎΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ϥ{ƪƛƴƴŜǊϥΣ ƘŜ ǇŜŜƭǎ ƻŦŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

skin using a knife.  

 

 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƴ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

are going to deliver the money for laundering and the time that 

they move it. Two black SUVs drive to our direction, we cock 

our guns and stand in position. 

 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ƎǳȅǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ǘǿƻΧέ ¢-

man pulls the long metal with spikes across the road and hides. 

The route taken is surrounded by the bush on either side of the 

road so, we are able to hide in the bushes. 



The first car gets closer and before it hit the breaks, it was 

already too late and to make our job easier the second car hits 

the first car. I quickly run to the second car and got on top of it, 

just when I got on top someone inside shot on the roof and 

missed my foot, that was close!  

 

 

I start shooting everyone inside the car from the roof, while T-

man and Tiisetso are shooting at the other men who are also 

shooting at them in the other car, Kabza rushes to the that I am 

on top of and opens the door at the back. 

ά5ŀƳƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ƴŀǎǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΗέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

first man out. I get off the car and open the boot, I come across 

a silver-gray suitcase, I open it and first thing that I notice is a 

tracker. 

άDŜƴǘǎΗ [ƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴŜΦέ 

L ŦƛŘŘƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜƭƭΧ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 

lucky day.  

Diamonds! 

άDǳȅǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΗέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŀƎǎΦ L Ǉǳǘ 

the diamonds in my pocket and run to where we hid the car 

that we came with, we all jump in with T-man driving us out of 

the place. 



ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻΗ ¢ƘƻǎŜ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŜƴ 

ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀƪΦ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƪƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 

Kabza says as he fiddles through one of the bags, probably 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΦ 

 

 

***  

 

 

'We can do anything for 

Mali ye phepha 

Wonk' umuntu ufun' 

ǳaŀƴŘŜƭŀΣ ǳŦǳƴΩ ǳaŀƴŘŜƭŀ 

Laphe khona, Laphe khona 

 

 

We can do anything, anything 

For imali ye phepha 

City of Gold, city of life 

City of hopes and dreams 



Possibilities 

 

 

Some end up in the streets 

I will make through the ones  

That have influence 

Money can buy innocence 

Money can buy happiness 

Make me look very nice 

Walking on paradise 

Shapa Madiba dance, ey 

 

 

Zaka zaka Ȋŀƪŀ ȊŀƪŀΧΩ 

 

 

This is us at the warehouse singing and doing the victory dance 

drinking Heineken. 

 

 



ά{ŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ wп ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦέ L Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

bottle on the table filled with money stacks. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚέ ¢-Ƴŀƴ ŀǎƪǎΣ L ǎƳƛǊƪΦ άL ƪƴƻw that silly 

ǎƳƛǊƪ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚέ 

I reach out to my pockets and search for the cloth holding the 

small diamonds and throw it on the table. Kabza grabs it before 

he opens it and throw the diamonds on the table. 

ά5ŀƳƳƛǘΣ ¢ŜōȊŀΗ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΚέ ¢-man shouts, they all look 

at me like I did something wrong. 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ 

άaŀƴΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǎŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎ 

ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƛǘ 

closely. 

ά²ƻǿΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎƘƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƳŀƴΣ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ cost more 

ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦέ YŀōȊŀ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ 

trouble. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ƳŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L 

divide the diamonds amongst us.  

ά{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƴŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǎƻΣ 

before my wife notice that I am gone, I better leave now or 

ŜƭǎŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ YŀōȊŀ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ 

and taking what belongs to him, Tiisetso joins him. 



άL ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻǘǘŀ ōƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ 

ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ŀƴŘ YŀōȊŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ other out. T-man is 

awfully quiet. 

 

 

άaŦŀƴŀƪŀΣ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘΚέ όaȅ ƎǳȅΦύ 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŜŀƭ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ WƻΚ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘΣ ²9 5hbΩ¢ 5h 5L!ahb5{Ηέ /ŀƴ 

anybody give him a chill pill? 

άLǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƴΣ ǊŜƭŀȄΦέ 

άwŜƭax? Are you telling me to relax!? Are you going to be 

relaxed like that when Skinner skins you alive? You do know 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƧŀŎƪƛƴƎ 

right, more especially when his diamonds were taken? Money 

to him is not a problem because he can make more in a day 

ōǳǘΣ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΗΚέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ Ǉǳǎǎȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 

when we get there 

ƛŦ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ L ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜΦ 

A hot stinging punch lands on my jaws, I did not see that 

coming!  

άCǳŎƪΗέ L ǿƛƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜΦ 



ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŀ ǇǳǎǎȅΗέ IŜ ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

storming out.  

5ŀƳƴΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ƛǘ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ƘǳǊǘǎΗ 

 

 

***  

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

This morning I thought I should wake up and make breakfast for 

my grandmother and I, nothing scrumptious just something 

edible for the morning. After I was done, I went to check up on 

her in her room, I knocked first before she let me in. 

 

 

άaƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƪƻƪƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ L ƻǇŜn the curtains 

and the windows in her room. 

άL ŀƳ ǿŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ƴƎǿŀƴŀ ƴƎǿŀƴŀƪŀΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇΚέ 

(Granddaughter) I turn to her. 



άL ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǳǇ ōȅ 

ƴƻǿΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ 

can even rise so, it sometimes scares me when she is not up at 

her usual time. 

άbƻΣ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜ ƴŀƴŀΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ 

ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ōŜŘΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƪƴƻŎƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ  

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ YƻƪƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ 

head. 

άDƻ ŀƴŘ check who it is while I make my bed and brush my 

ǘŜŜǘƘΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΣ L 

open. 

 

 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ aŀƳΩΣ L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ aǎ Y aƻƭƛǎŜΦέ ! Ƴŀƴ 

who looks like a delivery man, judging from the uniform that he 

is wearing. 

άIƛΣ ƛǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻϥǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀǘ 

my stupid question. 

άL ŀƳ ±ǳȅƻΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛƎƴ 

ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛǇōƻŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ 

sign. 



ά5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ±ǳȅƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΚέ IŜ chuckles. 

ά²Ŝƭƭ ƳƛǎǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

clipboard and the pen back to him and lick my lips looking at 

him. Lord forgive me but this Vuyo guy is looking so hot and 

sexy I could kiss him right now. 

άbƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀōǳǘƛΣ ƻ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘǎŜōŀΦ .ŀƘƻ ōƻƭŜƭŜǘǎƛΚέ L ŦƭƛǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

him, He shakes his head laughing. 

He shifts a little and picks up a big box with a bunch of roses on 

top, my eyes open up wide. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ L Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΚέ L ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

he should put the big box at. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

άtƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƳŀƳΦέ IŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǳǘΦ  

 

 

άƪŜŀ Ŝ ƴŜ 9ƭƭŜ ƳŀƴƎΚέ όYŜŀΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΚύ  She comes down 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΦ άaŀƭƻƳƻ ŀƳŀƴǘǎƛ ¸ŀƴŀΣ ŀǘƭŀ Ƙƻ ƳŀƴƎΚέ 

(Such a big bouquet, where are they coming from?) She asked 

looking so surprised. 

ά¦ƘƳΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƪƻƪƻΦέ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ 

this is definitely not Tebogo.  



I take the roses and look for a letter or a card well, I see it on TV 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƭǳŎƪƛƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦŀǊΦ 

ΨL ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǊƻǎŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ 

I am sƻǊǊȅΦΩ ς {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ hƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƳ 

I mean Tebogo is the only person that calls me 'Sweedi', if not 

Keke. 

 

 

L ǎƳƛƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ млл ǊƻǎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 

flowers in my life like, EVER! 

My grandmother sits around the dinning room table where I 

placed our food. 

 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΣ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ L ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǊŜ 

ƭŀ Ƨƻƭŀ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦέ όL ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

are dating.)  

I gasp. 

 

 

I put the flowers on the coffee table before I open the box. 

After opening the box, two black balloons fly up to the ceiling. 



One written 'I AM SORRY' and another one written 'I LOVE 

YOU'. I start blushing. I get back to the box and I am welcomed 

by a big brown teddy bear holding a nice decorated bucket 

filled with chocolates and sweets.  

άhI aȅ ²ƻǊŘΦέ L ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŦǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŘŘȅ ōŜŀǊΦ 

άYƻƪƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦέ  

άLƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻōŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎΚέ  

ά9ȅŀ ƪƻƪƻΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ Ƴȅ ǊƻōŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜȄȅΦέ L ŀƳ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ 

short pajamas shorts and my silky black robe is just above my 

knees. She shakes her head. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ YŜŀΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ 

my phone on the table. I position myself with everything, 

holding the roses and start posing as my grandma takes the 

best shots. 

When she is done, we gather around the table and eat our 

breakfast. 

 

 

I choose one of the pictures and send it to Tebogo with the 

ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴΥ ϥLŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƘŜƳΦΩ 

LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǘŜȄǘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ 



'Your expression says something else though, I am glad that you 

ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦΩ ς Tebogo  

ϥ{ǿŜŜŘƛΣ Ŏŀƴ L ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦΩ ς Tebogo. Another message 

follows. I roll my eyes and press the power button and continue 

eating my breakfast. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



SEVEN 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

As soon as I sent Ncediso pictures of what was sent to me, she 

made sure that she comes straight to my house without 

wasting time. She is sitting on my bed in my room munching on 

sweets as I lotion my body, I just finished bathing. I am doing 

night shift at work today. I still have two hours before go to 

work. 

 

 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ϥLϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅϥΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘΚέ L ŎƘƻƪŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎŀƭƛǾŀΦ  

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άWŜŜȊΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŀƴǘƛƴƎΚ L ŀm talking about him kissing 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ 

holding. 

άhƘ ǘƘŀǘΧ L ƳŜŀƴ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΦέ ²ƘŜǿΗ 

άCǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǳƴŜŀǎȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

concerned. 



ά¸ŜŀƘ ǎǳǊŜΣ L ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ L ōŜΚέ L ŦŀƪŜ ŀ ǎmile. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΣ ǘǎŀƭŀΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƪƛŎƪΣ ƴƻǇŜΦ άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΚέ 

ά!ǊƎƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ bŎŜŘƛΗέ L ǎƴŀǇΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊŎƘŜŘ 

ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΦ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƴŀǇΣ LΩƳ {ƻǊǊȅΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀǎ L ǿŜŀǊ Ƴȅ 

work uniform. 

άaƳƘΦέ {ƘŜ ƻpens up the box of Ferrero Roche and takes one 

ƻǳǘΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘΣ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ 

ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǳƪƛƴƎΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άhƪŀȅ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 

taking everything baŎƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ   

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘǎ ǘƻƻΚέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀŎƪΦ L ƴƻŘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

ƘŜǊΦ aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

bŎŜŘƛΦ ά!ƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ǘƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

chocolate in her mouth. 

 

 

άIƛΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέ 

άIǳƘΣ ǿƘŀǘΚέ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƘƻƳŜΚ 

Dammit T-man! He saw me earlier. 



άYŜƪŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǊ L ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ 

ƪƻƪƻΦέ IŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΣ ǎƘƛǘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

 

 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ out to him before he decides to 

ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΦέ L ǎƭƛǇ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ ά²ƘŜƴ Yƻƪƻ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ 

ƘŜǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ ²Ŝ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

gate.  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƻƴ ǘǎŀƭŀΦέ ²Ŝ ƘǳƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜΦ {ƘŜ 

ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǎ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŎŀǊΦ L ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

passenger side and get in.  

He has his head leaning on the headrest with his eyes closed 

and his hands on the steering wheel, fingers tapping to the 

sound of music, Khalid ς Talk playing softly. He is wearing nice 

navy slim fit pants, a white golf t-shirt and white sneakers, 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΧ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǘΦ Iƛǎ ǎŎŜƴǘ 

ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘΦ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΦ IŜ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ 

his throat. 

 

 



άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ IŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ Iƻǿ ŀƳ LΚ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΚέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

άL ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΣ YŜƪŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ 

me I have never been like that before. Baby, I know how angry 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎΚ 

LOL! This is a first.  

 

 

I look at him and hold his face. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢-Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ  

άLϥƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ 

hands into his. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƪŜŀ Ƙƻ ǊŀǘŀΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŀǘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜƳΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘΦ ά²Ƙƻ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ 

άaŀƳŀǎƛ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΧέ  

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦέ L 

cluck my tongue opening the door. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅ ƳŀƳŀΦέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ōŀŎƪ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦ 



ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪέ 

άhƪŀȅΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǾŀȅŜΦ wŜǘƭŀ ƻǾŀ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦέ 

ό[ŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦύ  

 

 

***  

 

 

Tebogo just admitted that he almost slept with someone else 

and he thinks that makes it okay? How do I even know that he 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΚ 

άIƻǿ Řƻ L ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

want me to do because, I am not going anywhere mamasi, you 

ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ hƴƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ǳǎΦέ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƘŜ 

saying our wedding vows? Or, is he threatening me? 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΧέ IŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ  

άbƻΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L 

apologise. Yes, I would have fucked that bitch but I am here 

with the woman that I love. I am not making up excuses for why 

L ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ 



but, I am sorry. I am very sorry. I fucked up big time I know and 

L ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ L Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ IŜ ǳƴōǳŎƪƭŜǎ Ƴȅ ǎŜŀǘ 

ōŜƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

how much you want me to apologise but for you, I will do it all 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǊŜƎŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎ 

and my forehead. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΣ ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά{ŀȅ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ L ǎƳƛƭŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǇǎ ƻƴ ƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƛǎǎ 

passionately. He moves his hands to my waist and my breathing 

escalates. His hands move up inside my top to my bra, he 

fondles with my boobs. A moan escapes my lips, I put my hands 

on his chest to pull out from the kiss. He pecks my lips one 

more time. 

ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ƻƴ ȅƻǳΚέ IŜ 

asks. I laugh. 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƎŜǘ ƭŀǘŜΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

back on the road.  



άLΩƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ с ƻϥŎƭƻŎƪΦ !ƴŘΧέ IŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ  

ά!ƴŘΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ 

ά9ƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛtch or I might take your gun and shoot 

ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƭƭǎΦέ IŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΦ 

άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƻǿƴ ŀ ƎǳƴΚέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ άhƪŀȅΣ L 

ǿƛƭƭΦέ 

άbƻǿΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

άIǳƘΣ YŜƪŜΦέ L ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǎǘŀǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ άLϥƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ōƭƻŎƪ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ƘŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦέ  

άDƻƻŘΦέ 

 

 

***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 



After dropping Kea at the hospital, I drove straight to my 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ {Ŝƭƭƻ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΣ 

we walked into a house filled with aroma, my mother was 

cooking dinner, Emma Dichaba. 

άL ƘƻǇŜ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻƻΦέ L say as I walk towards her 

giving her a hug. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ Iƻǿ 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ōƻȅΚέ ²Ŝ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎΦ 

ά[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƳŀΦ Iƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴΚέ  

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ 5ǳƳŜƭŀ ǊŀƎǿŜ ¢ŜōƛΦέ ό9ǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ 

Tebi's father.) 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ ƳƳŀƎǿŜΦέ ό9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦύ aȅ ŘŀŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΦ άL 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƳŜΦέ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

 

 

I helped my mom to set up the dining table before we all sit 

down and eat our dinner. 

ά{ƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ taking forever to 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎΚέ aȅ ƳƻƳ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ōƛǘŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƳŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜǿ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L 

could answer her. 

άaŀƳŀΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ǘƻǎǎ ŀ ǎǇƻƻƴŦǳƭ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ 

my mouth. 



ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ϥƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜϥ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƳ L ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ 

beams. 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ aƻƭƛǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά5ƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘŀƴƛǎƳΚέ aȅ 

father asks bluntly spoiling the mood. 

ά{ŜƭƭƻΧέ 

ά9ƳƳŀΣ ǿŀƛǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻȅ ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

degree but ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

busy doing gangsterism endangering not only his life but also 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǎƘŜϥǎ ǿƛǘƘΗέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά{ŜƭƭƻΣ YƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΚέ  

άaŀƳŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ōǳǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ L ƎŜǘ 

on my feet. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ ¢ŜōƛΗ ¸ƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

ά[Ŝǘ ƘƛƳ ƎƻΗ !ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀǘŀƴƛŎΣ ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ 

Ŧƻƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ 9±9w !D!LbΗέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǊƻŀǊǎΦ άL ŀƳ ŘƛǎƻǿƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦέ 

He hits the table before leaving our sight. 



ά{ŜƭƭƻΗ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΗ {ŜƭƭƻΣ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΗέ aȅ ƳƻƳ 

cries, I hold her face wiping the tears with my thumbs. 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ƳŀƳŀΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ 

about me. I am a grown man now and I can take care of myself. 

L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƘǳƎ ƘŜǊΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ 

ŎƻƴŘƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ōǳǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ 

We separate from the hug. 

άDƻƻŘ ōȅŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ out. 

 

 

***  

 

 

I found myself parking at some joint. I need to clear my head. 

What my father said about me having a degree made me think 

really hard. Business was what I was always into, I have passion 

when it comes to doing business and also, I have a lot of money 

that is not banked which might get me into trouble someday 

maybe if the police decide to search my other house. Maybe, 

just maybe if I open a good business, I might use it as a facade 

to launder the money. 



 

 

My phone brings me back from the deep thoughts that I am 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻōΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ōǳǘΣ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ 

άhƘΣ L ǎŜŜΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ L ŀƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƴƻ ƎƻƻŘΚέ 

ά/ŀƴΩǘ L ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴΚέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  

ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

worried. 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ .ŀōŜΣ Ŏŀƴ L ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ 

ά¦ƘΣ ƻ-ƪŀȅΚέ She sounds not too sure. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǘΚέ L ǎǘŜǊƴƭȅ ŀǎƪΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘƛǘΚέ  



ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻΦ L ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

to change anytime soon. So I want to know that, are you with 

ƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜΚέ She breathes heavily. 

ά¢Ŝōƛ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ L ŀƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ ŀ 

random person? I knew what you do before we started dating , 

ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƴƻǿΚέ  

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

burning. So, If you want to leave, leave now before you find 

ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƭǳŎƪǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚέ IŀƛōƻΗ  

άbƻΣ ōǳǘΧέ  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ 5ǳǘȅ ŎŀƭƭǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά.ŀōȅ ǿŀƛǘΧέ {ƘŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

I think I should drive to my place and sleep. I am no longer 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻƛƴǘΣ LΩƭƭ ǇŀǎǎΦ 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 



EIGHT 

THE PRODIGAL HUSBAND 

 

 

**  

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

aȅ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘΦ LǘΩǎ 

been a hectic night. Tebogo opens the door for me, I hop in the 

ŎŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǘΦ L ǊŜŎƭƛƴŜ 

my seat and lie on it closing my eyes. 

ά[ƻƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¦Ƙ-ƘǳƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƭŀȄ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ 

He puts his free hand on my thigh while driving. 

άLϥƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜΦέ  

He squeeze my thigh gently, a moan escapes my lips. 

ά9ƘΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΣέ L ǘƛƭǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ ά5ƛŘ L ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǎƳƛƭŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳΦέ 



 

 

***  

 

 

I am woken up by Tebogo shaking me gently. 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇΦέ !ǊƎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŀǘ 

all. He could have carried me to my house, except, we are not 

at my house. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΚ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƭŜŜǇΗέ L ƭŀǎƘ ƻǳǘΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ 

home later. I just want to spend this day with you. I can even 

ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŀōŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ 

He says, carelessly. 

άDƻǎƘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ¢ŜōƛΦ bƻǿ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ Ƴy grandma and 

ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ 

from my bag. 

 

 

aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƘŜ 

understood. So now, we are in his room well, he disappeared 



into the en-suite. I lie down on the bed a bit. Just when I was 

starting to catch my sleep, he again, wakes me up. 

 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ōŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 

ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎƘ ƻǊΧέ L ǎǘƻǇ ƘƛƳΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎƘ ŀƴŘΧέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭŀǳƎƘing. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΚ LǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǎǘƻǇ ǇŀƴǘƛƴƎΦέ L 

kiss him a little and leave him stunned. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƻ 

the bathroom. 

άIǳƘ-ǳƘ ¢Ŝōƛ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŀǘƘΦέ 

ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ LΚέ 5ǳƘΗΗΗ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻu hindering from me 

ƳŀƳŀǎƛΚέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

ǘƻǇ ƻŦŦΦ άL ŀƳ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴ ǎƻΣέ IŜ 

removes my bra and my tits dangle. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƛΧέ L ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊΦ  



ά¸Ŝǎ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΚέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƛǎǎ 

me on my lips. 

His hands play around with my tits, I tilt my Head to the side so 

that he can go down kissing my neck. I wrap my arms around 

his neck. 

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ L ǎǘƻǇΚέ Iƛǎ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊΦ 

άaƳƘΦ bƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ IŜ ƎƻŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

chest and sucks my aroused tits while his hands drop my pants 

and panties to the floor. I remove my shoes with one foot to 

the other before kicking my pants away. I am now completely 

naked. 

 

 

He stops then looks at me from my toes going up until his eyes 

meet mine. He pulls his lower lip into his teeth and smirks, I 

shyly drop my eyes with my fingers playing with each other. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ ! ǎƳƛƭŜ ŎǊŜŜǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ 

He carries me back to the bedroom and throw me on top of the 

gigantic bed. He also gets naked, his penis is all ready for action, 

L Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ 

time. He gets in between my legs and feast on my lips, going 

down to my neck leaving love bites. He goes down to my honey 

pot leaving wet kisses on my stomach but stops and looks at me 



a little ashamed, I frown because I am starting to think that I 

have a bad odor down there. My chest keeps rising and falling 

nervously. 

 

 

άLǎ ƛǘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΚέ ²ƘŜǿΗ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŘƻǊΦ IŜ 

holds the healing bruise on my lower abdomen. 

άbƻǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘΦ 

άLΩƳ {ƻǊǊȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ L 

was hoping to have taken a bath first but, bathing for who!? 

The warmth of his tongue fills me up as it comes in contact with 

my clit and my labia. His finger rounds in circles on my clit as his 

tongue writes a poem in my cervix. My moans fill up the room 

ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅ ǎŜƴǎǳŀƭƭȅΦ ! part of me wants 

him to stop because the feeling is too intense I want to cry but, 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΦ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ 

suppressing my lips together. After a while down there, he 

comes back up at me to kiss me and I can actually taste myself.  

 

 

ά[ƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘŀǎǘŜΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǎǎΦ aȅ ƘŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴǎ 

down to his hard rock crotch and I stroke it. His breathing 

escalates and hits against my neck. My other hand reaches for 



his testis, I massage them gently and he feast on my neck for a 

dear life, I moan into his ear. 

His hand stretches to the pedestal and I already know that he is 

searching for a condom. He teared the condom off and wore it. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ L ƴƻŘ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ 

ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅΦ ά{ŀȅ ƛǘ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ 

άLΧ L ŀƳΦ LϥƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  

He parts my legs more for easy access. He places the head of 

his penis on my opening and gently push in. I flinch to the 

temporary pain, he groans to whatever feeling he is getting. He 

lies on top of me without moving but only our breathing makes 

the talking. 

άLǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŘŀƳƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳΦέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

French kiss me as he pushes in once more. I scream and put my 

hands on his back, wrapping my legs around his waist as he 

starts rocking his hips. The feeling gets comfortable and 

enjoyable. He also increases his pace, balls burring themselves 

in my honey pot. I feel my tears rolling to either side of my face 

and my eyes roll to the back of my head as the tension gets 

stronger, he is hitting me right. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΦέ L ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊ ŀǎ I scratch his back holding on to him 

very tight. 



He goes harder and faster and I am starting to lose my mind. I 

balance my elbows on the bed and arch my back. My legs begin 

to shake uncontrollably. I grit my teeth as small wails escape 

my mouth, not because of pain but pleasure. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ L ŀƳ ŎǳƳƳƛƴƎΦέ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅΦ 

ά/ǳƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ōŀōȅΦέ  

He goes on and on until we both reach our climax. I grab the 

sheets moaning loudly and his groans takes the bass tune. He 

collapse on top of me.  

άCǳŎƪΗέ IŜ ŎǳǎǎŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƪƛǎǎŜǎ ƳŜΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŘŀƳƴΦέ 

He gets off me taking off the condom to dispose it in the 

bathroom. He comes back and jumps on the bed and cover us 

with the sheet. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ aŀƳŀǎƛΦέ IŜ ƪƛǎǎ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ tŀǇŀǎƛΦέ IŜ ƳƻǾŜǎ closer and spoons me, we both 

fall asleep. 

 

 

***  



 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

My woman is still sleeping right next to me, the time now I past 

мл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ L ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want to wake her up. She is snoring softly with her mouth 

slightly open, I want to kiss her so bad but, she is tired she 

needs her sleep. 

 

 

I walk to the bathroom and I dispose the water that is in there 

bathtub and I pick up her uniform and underwear and throw it 

in the laundry bin which reminds me that, Keke has no clothes 

here but, no worries because she can find something to wear of 

mine in the closet. We'll sort her wardrobe out later. 

 

 

I get into the shower 

open up the faucets and let the water run on me. 



After I was done, I settled for my shorts and push-ins. My 

phone rings on the pedestal, I take it going out downstairs 

answering it. 

ά{ǳǊŜΣ ¢-ƳŀƴΦέ  

ά{ǳǊŜΣ ƻ ǿŀŀǊΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚύ  

ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚέ L ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊŜŀƭΣ L ŀƳ ƭŀȊȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀke 

real food. 

άhǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΣ LΩƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦέ IŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ  

As the gate opens, I make myself a bowl of cereal and settle on 

the barstool. There is no need for me to stand by the door 

because T-Ƴŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻŎƪǎ ƘŜ ƧǳǎǘΧ  

άaŦŀƴŀƪŀΗέ IŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōǳŘƎŜǎ ƛƴΗ {ƘƛǘΣ Kea is sleeping. 

ά9ƧƻΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΗ aȅ ƎƛǊƭ ƛǎ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎƘƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ 

whisper. He smirks. He bought his girlfriend too. 

ά{ƻ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΣ ƳŀƴΗέ /ŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǎǘƻǇ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ ƘƛΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƘǳƎǎ ƳŜΦ 

ά¢ŀȅ-Tay. Tell your man to keep it low or you both will go back 

where you coming from. Kea is up there sleeping coming from 

ƘŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘǎƘƛŦǘΦέ  



άhƘΣ ǎƘŜϥǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

so excited.  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ get along with her. Would you like anything to eat, 

ŘǊƛƴƪΦ !ǊƎƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŀƳ L ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ǎƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻǳǘΦέ L Ŝŀǘ 

my cereal. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ōŜŜǊΦ .ŀōŜΣ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ōŜŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ ¢-man finds me chilling peacefully in the 

kitchen and wants to move me to the living room, I just go 

anyway. 

We settle on the couch, he turns on the TV tuning to the sports 

channel looking at the highlights.  

ά{ƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ƘƻǊŜ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ 

before I toss a spoonful of cereal in my mouth. 

ά²Ŝ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ǊƛǎƪŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŦƻǊΦέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

ά²Ƙȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΚέ L ŀƳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ 

this day with my woman in bed. Taylor comes holding a bowl of 

cereal and bottle of Heineken on the other hand and hands it to 

T-man. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƪƻ YŀǎƛΦέ όLƴ ǘƘŜ 

township.)  



 

 

We sit for a while holding conversations until my woman 

descends the stairs wearing a towel. She stands on the last 

staircase. She looks so damn sexy. 

άIƛΦέ 

άIŜȅΣ YŜŀΦ 5ƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǳǇΚύ ¢-Ƴŀƴ ŀǎƪǎΦ άhƘΣ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀŘȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦέ 

άYŜ ǎƘŀǊǇΣ ¢-ƳŀƴΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΣ YŜŀΦέ  

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

Kea says. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦέ {ƘŜ 

nods turning back. I am now lusting at her as she sways her way 

ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƎǳȅǎΣ ǿŜϥƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ L Ǌǳƴ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΗέ ¢-man shouts. 

I get into the bedroom and close the door behind. I walk into 

the closet and find her browsing through my clothes. 

άCƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅŜǘΚέ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƴǳƎƎƭŜ Ƴȅ 

hands on her waist. 



άbƻ ōǳǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƛƭƭΧ aƳƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ L ǇŜŜƭ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜƭ ƻŦŦ 

while kissing her neck. I bend her to the ottoman and position 

her to a doggy before going in her. Aaah, this is where I wanna 

be, all day everyday. 

 

 

***  

 

 

I have always brought different girls and trust me, Taylor never 

got along with any of them but to see how she and my woman 

ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦ YŀōȊŀ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 

long ago, we are in the entertainment room drinking and 

smoking as we waiting for the food that we ordered. I can see 

my woman from where I am sitting, I think she felt my eyes 

piercing on her because, she turned and looked back at me, 

blushing as I blew her a kiss.  

 

 

άaŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘΦέ YŀōȊŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ¢-man burst into a 

loud laugh. 



ά{ƻΣ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ 

shaking my head. 

ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōǳǘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦέ ¢-man 

adds. 

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǘǳȄŜŘƻǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΚέ YŀōȊŀ 

asks. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘ Ƴŀƴ ǎƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ 

suggest that you do prepare that tuxedo you wore on your 

ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦέ ¢-man jumps in. 

They go on and about giving me wedding and marriage advices 

and making fun as if I am getting married tomorrow. T-man is 

not even married but, he is the one with a big mouth in all of 

this. 

άDǳȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΗέ YŜŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƛƳŜΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΗέ ²Ŝ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

living room and I sit on the arm rest of the couch next to my 

wife. 

 

 

άaŀȅōŜΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘƛƴƪΚέ ¢-man suggests. 



ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΦ hƘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ 

ǘƻΧέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ Ŏǳǘǎ bƻƳǇǳƳŜƭŜƭƻ όaǇǳƳƛύΣ YŀōȊŀϥǎ ǿƛŦŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

she explains further. 

ά!ǊƎƘΣ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

need to hear about that. We need something adventurous that 

ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻΦέ  

ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΗέ ¢-man warns. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ōŀōȅΚέ {ƘŜ ōƛǘŜǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƳŜŜǘ ǳƴōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦέ aǇǳƳƛ ǎŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

 

 

It awkwardly goes silent I so badly want to laugh. Kea looks at 

me, I shrug. I understand why Taylor said that. Mpumi likes 

bragging a lot even I get irritated at times 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 



NINE 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

Everyone was now leaving, even I had to take my woman back 

home. It was a good day with them indeed but, every good 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘƛǇǎȅ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

stop my woman from going back home and I know that she 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

street so, I just grab my car keys. 

 

 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǳǎ 

now in the house. 

ά9ȅŀ ōǳǘ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƪƻǇŀ ǊŜ ōǳŜ ƘƭŜΚέ ό/ŀƴ ǿŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƭƪΚύ L 

smile. 

άhƴƪƻǇŀ ƳƻƴŀǘŜΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ǎŀȅ ƴƻ aŀǊŀΚέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΣύ 

She holds my hand and pulls me to the dining table before we 

both sit. 

άLǘϥǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘΚέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŀǊŜΦ 

ά.ŀōŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΦ Iƻǿ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ aȅ ŜȅŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅ 

widen up. 

άL ǿŀǎΚέ L ŀƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘǳƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ 

άYŜƪŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ 

you'll be by my side all the time since well, you know my line of 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ L ƘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴd I am just 

ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻƴ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ 

because, I come with a lot of baggage and you are just so 

innocent for my life. I just want you to be prepared for 

whatever is to come in future, sweedie. One thing I can promise 

you though is that, I will shield you and I will always protect 

ȅƻǳΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ 

άhƪŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭŀǇΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƛǘǎΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ 

ƘƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǇƻǳǘǎΣ L ǇŜŎƪ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǇǎΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƻƴΣ ƴƻ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦέ  

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦέ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ 

woman. 



άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ Yŀƻ ǊŀǘŀΦέ όL 

love you.) 

άYŀƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ƘƭŜ ƭŜƴƴŀΣ tŀǇŀǎƛΦέ (I love you too.) My phone beeps, 

notifying a message. I check the message. 

'Tebza, can we meet and talk tomorrow?' ς Hlengiwe. 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΣ ¢ŜōƛΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ 

furiously. 

άbƻΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΚέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

off me. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƻƻΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊΚέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά.ŀōȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άbƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΦέ 

Woman are so complicated. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ L ƎǊŀō Ƴȅ ƪŜȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ hƘ [ƻǊŘΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΣ YŜƪŜΗΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΗΚέ  

ά{ǘƻǇ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎΗέ  



άYŜƪŜΣ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƠǾŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ 

ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΚέ L ƭŜŀƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ Ƴȅ 

ƭŜƎǎ ŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎΦ ά.ǳŀ ƭŜƴƴŀΦέ ό¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦύ 

άLϥƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻƪŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǳƭƪǎΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ where I am 

standing this conversation is unnecessary. I am not even sure 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦέ  

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ  

άLŦ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΣ YŜƪŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ L ƘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘΦ LϥŘ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻŎƪ 

you up ǎƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

hǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦέ 

 

 

***  

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 



The next morning when I woke up, I decided to divide the roses 

to different vases and put some in the kitchen, bedrooms and 

living room. I cleaned the whole house and made food for us. I 

gave my grandmother some sweets and chocolates, she has a 

sweet tooth too. 

We sat around the table and we started eating our food. 

 

 

άYŜŀΦέ  

ά9ȅŀ YƻƪƻΚέ  

άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

man ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎΦέ L ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŘƻǿƴΦ άLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

better if I know who you are going out with so that my heart 

can be at peace. It is a very dangerous world that we are living 

in, I just want my heart to be at peace whenever you are out 

there with ƘƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜΦέ  

άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ƪƻƪƻΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

to Tebogo. 

'Sweedie, can you come to my house later?' ς Kea 

'Is there anything wrong?' ς Tebogo  

ϥbƻΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΦΩ ς Kea  



aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

 

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΣ YƻƪƻΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ 

άLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚέ IŜ ƘŜŀǾŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

ά{ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΧ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

ƛǘΦέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜȅΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ 

ά5ƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ Ƴȅ 

grandma can know who I am with wƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ IŜ 

chuckles. 

ά{ƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀǘ 

Ƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΚέ L ōƭǳǎƘΦ 

άhƴƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  

άCƛƴŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΚέ   



άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ Wǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻur 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊǎΦέ  

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊǎΚέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻŜ ŦƛǘǎΦέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ōȅŜΦέ 

ά.ȅŜ 

Advertisement 

L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

 

It feels good to feel loved back. Let me call my mom also, she 

needs to be here when I make the big introduction. I already 

concluded that, the night will end in tears but, I love Tebogo 

and there is nothing that they can do about it. She answers 

after the second ring. 

 

 

άYŜŀ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

άL ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƳƻƳƳȅΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 



άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦέ 

άhƪŀȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ aŀƳŀ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΚέ 

ά²ƘȅΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ YƻƪƻΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

already know but, I just wŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘŜƭƭ ƪƻƪƻΦέ 

She sighs. 

άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ōŜŀǘŜǊΚέ 

άaŀƳŀΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

ά!ƛΣ ƪŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ¢ƛŘƛ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊŝŎƘŜΦ L ŀƳ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ  

άhƪŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ōȅŜΦέ 

ά.ȅŜΦέ 

 

 

***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 



I am very nervous about this night. I am thirty minutes early 

and I have been sitting in my car the whole time. I have arrived 

at Kea's house and I think I need something so strong to calm 

Ƴȅ ƴŜǊǾŜǎΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǎƻΣ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ 

tiramisu cake and a triple layered Chocolate cake for them well, 

that is what Kea suggested. 

 

 

ΨIƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΚϥ ς Tebogo. I send her a text message. 

'Where are you? I hope you are not changing your mind there 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭŀǘŜΗϥ ς Kea. What 

is wrong with woman giving wrong answers all the time? 

ϥhƘ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΦΩ ς Kea. 

'They?' ς Tebogo. I thought it'll only be me, her and Koko. Who 

is they? 

ϥaȅ ƳƻƳ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΦΩ ς Kea. 

'Kea! ' ς Tebogo. 

' ' ς Kea.  

 

 



I better go in now so we can get over this night and done with. I 

take steady breaths before taking what I need and walk into 

their yard. She said I should knock on the front door so, I will do 

exactly that. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻpening the door. As if she gave 

ƳŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ά/ƻƳŜ ƛƴΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƳŜΣ L ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅΣ ƻƘ ōƻȅΧ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ 

up and just swallow me, right away! Kea's grandmother looks 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜr mother, she looks like 

she will jump on me and strangle me to death. They are not 

pleased at all to see me but, it was very much expected. 

 

 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀƴƎΦέ όDǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦύ L ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ IŜǊ 

grandmother asks. 

άYƻƪƻΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀȅ ŎŀƭƳΦέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L 

nod sitting down on the chair. 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ǎŜƪŜōŜƪǿŀ ǎŜƴŀ ǎŜƴȅŀƪŀƴƎ ƘŀƪŀΗΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

criminal doing in my house?) 

άYƻƪƻΣ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƘŜǊŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΧέ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

dƻǿƴΦ άIƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀ ŀƴŘ ƪƻƪƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ 



άYŜŀΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚ 5ƛŘ ƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΚέ 

Her mother asks. Wow! 

άbƻΣ ƳŀƳŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳΦέ {ƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘǎ ƳŜΦ 

άYŜŀΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜΗέ IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǊƻƻƳΣ YŜŀΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦέ IŜǊ 

grandmother slowly gets up and walks away. 

άYƻƪƻΦέ YŜŀ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘŜǊΦ  

 

 

ά[ŜŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ YŜŀΦέ IŜǊ ƳƻƳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΦ L ǎƛƎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ 

trying to avoid. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

άbƻǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǎǘΣ ǘǎƻǘǎƛΗ ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƳƳƘΚέ {ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 

t-shirt.  

άaŀƳŀ ǎǘƻǇΗέ YŜŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

me. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 

going tell you. My daughter is not a punching bag. If you feel 

like boxing, go somewhere, to a gym maybe or yetsa ngwana 

wa hao o otlo mo shapang because mine, hands off my 



ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗέ {ƘŜ ǎƭŀǇǎ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ L ŦŜŜƭ ŘƛȊȊȅΣ ŘŀƳƴΗ L ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ 

stinging chick as she lŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ƳŜΦ 

άaŀƳŀΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΗέ YŜŀ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ŜȅŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǇ ǿŀǎΦ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ƻƪŀȅΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ 

άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΦ άaŀΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άL ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘhe same thing about you but, you have 

ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǊǾŜΣ ōƻȅΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƭǳŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

άaŀΣ L ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘŀǊŜ ƪƛŎƪ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘƻƎ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ 

ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜΦέ ! ōŀōȅϥǎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŎƻƳing from one of the rooms. 

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōǳǘΣ Ƴȅ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ L ŜȄƘŀƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

aware how suffocated I was. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōŀōȅΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

sitting on my lap. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ 



ά.ǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

face. 

άL ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΣ YŜƪŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƘŜǊ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

άaȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 

ά{ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΣ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘand I mean, she 

sees me all the time with T-ƳŀƴΦέ {ƘŜ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ  lips, I smile. 

άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ {ƘŜ ƪƛǎǎ ƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ 

tries to pull out, I pull her back and kiss her swirling my throat 

in her mouth. 

ά²ŀƛǘΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ {ƘŜ ƳǳƳōƭŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘe kiss before breaking it. 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŘƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ L 

get up too. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ L ŀƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƛǘΦ L 

ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭƛǇ 

into her teeth and I knƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ȅŜǎΗ 

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 



TEN 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I felt cold small hands softly touching my face, I smile as I open 

my eyes and squint them. It is already morning but, too early 

for my liking. 

 

 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ¢ƛŘƛΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ her little teeth. Last 

night after Tebogo left, Tidi gave my mom and I a hard time 

going back to sleep. I stayed up with her the whole night until 

2am, that is when she decided to sleep yet, she wakes up very 

early. 

ά¢ƛŘƛƳŀƭƻΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΚέ Now I wish I she slept 

with her mother. 

άWŀƧŀΦέ όCƻƻŘΦύ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ hƘ ƎƻǎƘΣ ǎƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ 

not even 6 o'clock yet. 

ά¢ƛŘƛΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΚέ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ L ŀƳ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦŦ ƻǊ 

else I would be crying. I get up and carry her to the kitchen and 

put her on the counter. My mother brought also her strawberry 

cerelac, my favourite, I will make her exactly that. 



 

 

Tidi did not give me a run around when I fed her, she was really 

hungry she even finished her food. After I was finished with 

washing dishes, my grandmother walks into the kitchen and 

greets, sounding very low. She is still upset about last night, she 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀΣ YƻƪƻΦ /ŀƴ L ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀΚέ L ǎŀȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

out the cup and switch on the kettle. 

άLǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇΣ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦέ 

She nods. 

άYƻƪƻΗέ ¢ƛŘƛ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

singing. 

I place the tea in front of my grandmother. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ 

άYƻƪƻΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

ǘƻ ŀƳōǳǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƳŀΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ 

concentrate on her tea, I sigh going back to my bedroom. I 

make my bed neat and lie on it. I take my phone on the 

pedestal, two missed calls from my man and a message that 

read: 



'Good morning, I wanted to check on you and how things are 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦΩ ς Tebogo 

Just when I am about to call him back, my door opens before 

my mother walks in. 

άaƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

and follow her. 

 

 

I take the one sitter couch and face them. Tidi is minding her 

own business talking to herself. Now, I can feel the thick 

atmosphere that Tebogo asked me about last night, you could 

actually cut it. 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ŘƻƴŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƘǳƘΚέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƘǳǊǘΦ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƳŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘing for me and I appreciate it. 

You and Koko raised me very well to be the woman that I am 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǘΦ hǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΚέ 

άIƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƳŀƳŀΦέ 



ά9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ like him at all, 

ƴŀƴŀ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

me who to see and what not. I love him the way he is please 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ YŜŀΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ with a warning 

tone. 

άaŀƳŀΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƎǳȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ƧǳŘƎŜ ƘƛƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

άYŜŀΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΗ IŜ Ǌƻōǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪǎΣ ƘƛƧŀŎƪ ŎŀǊǎΣ ōƻƳōǎ 

!¢aǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜƛǎǘǎΦ tƻƭƛŎŜ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ 

house all the time and this boyfriend of yours is very rude and 

disrespectful! Is that that the life that you want for yourself, 

always sleeping with one eye open because you  never know 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΚέ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘΧέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ 

ά/ŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ άYŜŀΣ Ƴȅ 

child. I have always warned you about T-man and his friend 

because you know how troublesome they are. I do not approve 

him at all and, he will have to work hard to get my approval 

but, I give you my blessings, not because I accept him but, I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǿŀȅΦ aŀȅōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƻƴŜ 

day and you blame us, you are a grown woman and you have 



been a very good child, you grew up under me and look at you 

today, old enough to make your own decisions. I give you my 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ōǳǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƧƻȅΦ  

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ YƻƪƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ 

ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ YƻƪƻΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ²h²Η άLƴǾƛǘŜ 

ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǇƭŀƴǎΦέ bƻǿΣ ǎƘŜ 

ruins the mood. Did she have to say the last part. 

άaŀƳŀΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ YŜŀΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ 

Advertisement 

bluntly. I wipe my tears. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚ aŀƳŀΣ ȅƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ IŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άWǳǎǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛll walk away if he dares to do 

something that hurts you and I mean even if he steps on your 

Ŧƻƻǘ ōȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦέ L ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 



άL ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΦ ά¢ƛŘƛΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗέ {ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

I give her a packet of jelly-tots.  

ά5ŀƴƪƛŜΦέ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦύ IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ōŜŀƳǎΦ {ƘŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΣ 

άaŀƳŀΗέ 

 

 

***  

 

 

My mother decided to leave earlier so, the lunch with Tebogo 

had to be postponed. I am going out with Taylor and Mpumi 

but, we are meeting up at the mall. Well, they want to get to 

know me better since we are dating friends. Tebogo will be 

here any minute now, he is going to drive me there. I fix up my 

summer red summer dress which is above my knees and wear 

my black sneakers. I think I will let my braids lose today. My 

phone beeps implying a message. I check it and it is Tebogo 

letting me know that he is outside. I check myself one more 

time on the mirror before going out. I bid my farewell to my 

grandmother before going out. 

 

 



I find him leaning against his car, smoking. 

SMOKING!!!  

Today, he is wearing jeans, white sneakers and a red shirt but 

he let lose of the two buttons on top. His cologne hits my nose 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƎƴŜ ƛǎ ōǳǘΣ 

not strong enough to suffocate you. It is very seductive. He 

drops the cigarette bud to the ground and opens his arms for 

me, I go into the embrace and wrap my arms around his waist. I 

think I felt his gun. 

²Ŝ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚ 

ά.ŀōŜΣ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇ ƎƭƻǎǎΦέ L ǎŀy after pulling out. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ L ǎƘȅƭȅ ōƭǳǎƘΦ IŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

door for me. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ  

 

 

***  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘƛǘ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŀȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 



him all about what my grandmother and my mother said to me 

earlier and, he looked surprise because, he never thought that 

they would actually give us the blessings. It is just sad that, his 

father disowned him for what he does for a living. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ 

while taking out his wallet from his jeans. He takes out his black 

card and hands it over to me. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǘŜŘΣ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴǎΣ L ŦǊƻǿƴ 

too. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ own money, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴƴƻȅ ƳŜΦ Dƻ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƴƻ ƭƛƳƛǘΦ Lϥƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ L ƘŜǎƛǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ƘŜ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ 

ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀƴǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǊƻǘǘŜƴΦέ L ǎƳƛle. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

 

***  

 

 

After a whole lot of shopping, we decided to go and dine at 

{ǇǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ L ǎǇŜƴǘ ōǳǘΣ L ǿŀǎ 



ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǎƻ L ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘΣ {ǿƛǇƛƴƎΗ L 

also bought my toiletries to leave at TebƻƎƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƘŀŘ 

to use his manly Shower gel and lotion, not that I do mind 

smelling like him but, come on. 

 

 

ά{ƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ŘŀǘƛƴƎΚέ aǇǳƳƛ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΦ 

άWǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦέ  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳΚέ [ƛƪŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΗ !Ƴ L ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƻƳΚ 

άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ 

ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΚ /ŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΚέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƛƴΦ 

άbƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢Ŝōƛ ŀƭǿΧέ ¢ŜōƛΚ 

TEBI!? 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƻǊ ¢ŜōȊŀ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭΗέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘǎΦ L ƘƻƭŘ 

myself from laughing. I wonder why she calls her Barbie. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƭƻƻȊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǎƻΧέ 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŦƭƻƻȊƛŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƘǊǳƎǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦέ ²ƻǿΗ 



ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ me, because if you do lay it down 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƭǾŜ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ L ŀƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

annoyed now. 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƻƴƭȅ 

because they want to use him for his money then leave him 

ōǊƻƪŜΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊƭȅΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚ {ƛǎƛ ŘƛŘ L ǎǘŜǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎΚ 5ƛŘ L 

take your boyfriend, maybe because last time I check, you are 

ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ 

your husband right now? Leave Tebogo to me! He is mine that 

ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

ƻƴΦέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ ! ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

 

 

άIƛΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

feel uncomfortable. Uh, are you ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ 

asks. 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ϥƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻϥ ŀƴŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

make it a take-ƻǳǘǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ƘŜ Ƨƻǘǎ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŀŘŘǎΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀΩŀƳΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭΦ 



άWǳǎǘ ŀ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ 

walks away, I get my phone from my bag and call Tebogo. 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƛƴƎΦ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜΚέ  

άbƻǿΚέ IŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ƴƻǿΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ IŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L ŀƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦέ IŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

ά²ƻǿΗ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ L ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ȅŀȊƛΦ IŀƛΣ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾe 

ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŀƳŜΦ YƻǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ 

ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƻƴƭȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛǘŎƘΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŎƭǳŎƪǎ ƘŜǊ 

tongue. 

 

***  

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 



ELEVEN 

THE PRODIGAL HUSBAND 
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ELEVEN 

 

 

***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ 

a right thing to ask because, she'll blow off at me. I just play the 

music on the radio connected with my phone. Eminem's No 

Love bursts out loud the speakers, startling Kea. I start laughing 

at her. 



άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

sounding annoyed. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

Keabetswe that I drove to the mall because this one, is not the 

ƻƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ L 

sigh.  

I drive pŀǎǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ !ǳŘƛ w{оΣ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΣ L 

slow down. 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚέ L ŀǎƪ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŎŀǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚέ 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΚέ  She shrugs. 

άhƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ȅŜǎΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ Ƴȅ gun out from the back of my waist and cock 

it.  

ά¢ŜōƛΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΗέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ŀƳ 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ L ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǎƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳΦ 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ bƻΗ L ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ one, not that! And especially not like 

ǘƘŀǘΗΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 



ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 

right-ŀǿŀȅΦέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ 

laughing. 

ά²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊΚέ {ƘŜ ŀsks, I shrug. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƻŘ ƛǎ Ŧƻǳƭ ǎƻΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳƛƭŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

 

 

***  

 

 

I sit on the counter and play with my phone as I wait for her to 

finish dishing for us. She places a plate in front of me before 

she settles next to me. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŀƭΦ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ {ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΚέ L ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŎƘŜǿǎ ƻƴ 

her food. I hold her free hand, something seems to be 

ōƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǎƪŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ 



άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 

something wrong with Mpumi. Babe, is there anything that you 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΚέ  

I cough sitting up right on the stool.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ŀƴŘ 

clear my throat. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǳǇΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L Ǉǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ Ƴŀƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ L ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 

ǘƻŜǎ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ {he thinks thoroughly. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΦέ L ǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά.ǳǘΣ ōŀōŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΧέ 

άL {!L5 {¢!¸ !²!¸ Cwha I9wΣ Y9!.9¢{²9Ηέ L ǊƻŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ 

ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ L ǎƛƎƘΦ ά[ƻƻƪΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want you hanging around with ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  

She nods. She is silent looking at her plate, no longer eating.  

άYŜŀ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ 

ƘǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  

L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ bƻƳǇǳƳŜƭŜƭƻ ŎƘƛŎƪ ƴƻǿΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

what she has said to Kea but I need to have a word with her. I 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ 



άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘΦ 

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳϥŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΣ YŜŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ 

ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƻǊ ƪŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ¦ōŜǊΚέ !ƴ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘǳƳΗ L ƘŀǘŜ 

that. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ YŜŀΣ ƪƎŀƴƛ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ {ƘŜ 

shrugs looking tedious. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǎƘƻǳǘ ŀǘ ƳŜΚέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ YŜŀΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻΦ .ǳǘΣ L ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘ stay away from 

ƘŜǊΗέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 

that Mpumi who is married but concerned about who you are 

dating and worried if I am one of the your 'floozies'? And you 

here are telling me to stay away from her. What is going on 

between you two? Is there anything that I should know about 

ƘŜǊΚέ {ƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ 

hands on her waist. 

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ L ǇŜŎƪ 

ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎΦ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏƻming home all the time 

complaining about her getting mad at me for nothing because 

of the things she says. You are nothing compared to the 

ϥŦƭƻƻȊƛŜǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ aŀƳŀǎƛΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ 



to spend the rest of my life with you, have a family together. 

tƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ aǇǳƳƛ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ LϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ  

άbƻ ƴŜŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦέ L ǇŜŎƪ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎΦ 

άL ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ǿŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊns to walk, I smack her behind, 

ǎƘŜ ŦƭƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ άhǳŎƘΣ ¢ŜōƛΗέ 

ά{ƪŀǘΗέ  

 

 

***   

 

 

bhat¦a9[9[h όat¦aLύ Y!.Lb59 όYŀōȊŀΩǎ ǿƛŦŜύ 

 

 

I was listening to soft music, drinking wine while I was busy 

painting my nails in pink when the landline in the house rang. I 

got up from the couch and scurried to answer the phone. 



 

 

άaǊǎ YŀōƛƴŘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƘŜƭƭƻΦέ  

άDƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ƳŀΩŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ 

{ƘƻǳƭŘ L ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴΚέ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

Kabelo is not home at this time, he is at work. 

ά¦ƘΣ ȅŜǎ ¦ƘƳΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴΦέ  

άhƪŀȅ ƳŀΩŀƳΦέ L Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ L ŀƳ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƛƴƪ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ōǊŀ 

and cotton shorts. I quickly slip in my pink slippers. 

My heart palpitates and my palms starts to sweat as I heard the 

doorbell ring. I drag myself to the door and open up. He looks 

at me from toes to my head before letting himself in uninvited. 

I roll my eyes closing the door behind and fold my arms. 

 

 

άL ǎŜŜΣ Ǉƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ helps 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƘƛǎƪŜȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

couch putting his right foot on his left thigh. God, dearly did 

take his time when he created this man. His cologne lingers in 

my nostrils, I swear I want to just throw myself on him right 

now. How does a man look so handsome and be a gangster at 



the same time, I am not complaining though because, I am 

turned on. He clears his throat, I swallow hard. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ IŜ 

chuckles before downing the whiskey putting the glass on the 

coffee table. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΚέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ άL ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗέ L ǎǿŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴƻǊƻǳǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛƴŜΣ L 

think I even released juices down there.  

Breathe, Mpumi breathe! 

άaŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅΦ 

άL want you to listen to me. My woman is OFF LIMITS! I am not 

sure what you are trying to achieve with what you are doing 

ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ bƻƳǇǳƳŜƭŜƭƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜǎǘ ƳŜΗέ  

Even after this past year, Tebogo I still very intimidating and 

Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘhat intimidation that makes me want him. 

άhǊ ǿƘŀǘΚέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ  

I put my hands on his broad chest moving them slowly down to 

his abs. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

up to this past yearΚέ L ōƛǘŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭƛǇ ŀǎ L ǎƭƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ 



ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ƻƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΚέ 

ά²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ 

ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǘΗέ IŜ ¸ŀƴƪǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ƘƛƳΦ  

ά¢ŜōƛΣ L ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ  I 

ƘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L ŎƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ 

Řƻ ƛǘΦέ 

άCǳǘǎŜƪΣ aǇǳƳƛ ŦǳǘǎŜƪΗέ IŜ ŎƭǳŎƪǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ άL ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳΗέ IŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

turning to ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ άhǎƪŀ ōŀƛȊŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

you were once my girlfriend and you are married to one of my 

friends. You know what I am capable of doing, if you still value 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΦέ IŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǳǘΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

door behind him. 

 

 

I swallow the lump threatening to grow on my throat, panting. I 

messed up a good thing with Tebogo. About a year ago, when I 

started dating Tebogo I was already dating Kabelo. What 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ YŀōŜƭƻ 

before him, I cheated on Kabelo but not him. Tebogo came off 

ŀǎ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 

the other hand, Kabelo was very stingy. I ended up falling for 



Tebogo, he loved me too until one day Kabelo hosted a 

birthday party, I was so scareŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

knew each other. I already knew T-man by then because, 

everywhere Tebogo was clubbing 

he was there too. Kabelo introduced me to them as his 

girlfriend and Lord knows how much I wanted to die at that 

very moment. Now, the person who used to love me has 

turned that love into hatred.  

L ŀƳ ǎǘǳŎƪ ŀǎ YŀōŜƭƻϥǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ L 

ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

differently. I just pray and hope he never finds out about me 

and TebogoΣ YŀōŜƻƻϥǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎΣ ƘŜ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΦ  

 

 

***  

 

 

TAYLOR BUTHELEZI (T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘύ 

 

 



L ŎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

mall. I really try so hard to get along with Mpumi but, she just 

won't stop being a bitch argh, that Barbie doll. She likes blond 

ƘŀƛǊΣ Ǉƛƴƪ ƭƛǇǎǘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛƴƪ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ƘŜǊ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜΦ IŜǊ 

light skin colour adds to it but, she is just too much for my 

liking, which is why I call her Barbie girl. Thapelo told me about 

her anŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ōǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

her being married to Kabza, she still wants to jump into 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǇŀƴǘǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

get awkward. Kea looks like a great girl, I like her because, she 

is independent and focused. 

 

 

I hold on to his chest as I bounce up and down on him. I opened 

my eyes and looked at him, pulling his lower lip into his teeth. 

He puts his hands on my waist helping me to grind him. I like 

this position, it makes me believe that I am in control, I know he 

likes it when I take control it turns him on. His hands move 

down to my butt and he squeeze it, I move my face closer to his 

and kiss him. I love this man although he makes me his fool 

sometimes, I love him and he loves me too. 

 

 



¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻǊƎŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ƭƛŜ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƛǊŜŘ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǎǘΦ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

when I am on top, we both get what we want. I grind him a few 

more times before my body trembles, and I cry out loud as I 

lean and hold on to him tightly with my body shaking, he hits 

me from underneath and starts groaning as he release his 

ǎŜŜŘǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǎƻΣ ƘŜ ŦƭƛǇǎ 

me to the side before he gets off the bed getting a towel to 

wipe us.  

 

 

άDŜǘ ƳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ¢ŜŜΦέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

ǎƛƎƘǘΦ Iƛǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎΦ ά.ŀōŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΗέ 

ά!ƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǘΣ LΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ōŀŎƪΦ 

 

 

άIƛΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ  

άIƛΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΚέ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭŀŘȅΦ  

ά¦ƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ Ŏŀƴ L ŀǎƪ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΚέ  

άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ǇƘƻƴŜΚέ L 

chuckle. 



ά¸ƻǳǊ ƳŀƴΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ ¢-man quickly snatches the phone from my 

hands before he hangs up.  ά¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΗΚέ 

 

 

άIŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ¢ŀȅΦέ L ǎƴŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

him and pour at him. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛǎŜ ƳŜΣ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΗ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 

me through that? Tebogo what are you doing with me if you 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏǳƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ Lǎ ƳƛƴŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΚέ I 

get up from the bed to wear my clothes. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ¢ŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƳΣ ǿƘȅ 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ 

άbƎƛȅŀ ŜƪƘŀȅŀΗέ όL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΗύ  

He goes out of the bedroom mind you he is still naked sƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

bit funny when his penis wiggles as he moves up and down. 

I hear the main door locking and I am sure that he hid the key 

somewhere in there, fuck! 

ά¢ŜŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΗέ  

He walks in the room, looking very intimidating. My breathing 

changes in an instant as he walks to me, I move back until I am 

against the wardrobe. He gets to me and tears off my dress, my 

favourite dress! I gasp. How strong is this man? 



ά{ǘƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ōŜŘΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ²ƻǊŘǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

come out, I just nod and obeyΦ άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ L 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǿƘƻΚέ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƛǊΦέ 

άDƻƻŘ ƎƛǊƭΦέ IŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

position myself for a doggy style. Welcome to my world, this is 

my life. I am about to get punished, thanks to Nobantu Xaba for 

writing the book 'I AM DAMAGED-PAIN AND PLEASURE', 

Thapelo and I read it on visionary writings and the book is so 

ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ .5{a ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ƘŜ 

uses it against me. Without a warning, he fills me up with his 

Penis, I flinch. He goes deeper, I swear I want cry. 

 

 

ά²Ŝ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇŜŀŎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ 

ŀƳ L ŎƭŜŀǊΚέ L ƴƻŘ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻǳǘΣ He smacks my butt 

ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘΦ άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŀȅΗέ  

ά!ŀǿΣ ¸ŜǎΣ L ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƛǊΗέ L ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘΦ 



ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ōŀƴƎǎ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

back. My lips tremble before I talk.  

ά{ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ L ƘŀǾŜΣ ŀŀŀƘΧέ IŜ ǇƛƴŎƘŜǎ Ƴȅ 

ƴƛǇǇƭŜǎΦ άIŜǊ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ǇƘƻƴŜΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ 

one getting the punishment here, I did nothing wrong! He pulls 

ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƴƛǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŀƴŀƭ ƘƻƭŜΦ ά¢ŜŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ L ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜƘŀǾŜΦέ L ǎƻōΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΚέ IŜ 

slowly enters, I grit my teeth so much and wince. 

άL ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳΗ Lǘ ƘǳǊǘǎΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘƻǇΣ ¢ŜŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΧέ  

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƎƻΣ L ŘƛŘ 

Ƴŀϥ .ƘǳǘƘŜƭŜȊƛΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L 

cheated but, Lindiwe is out of my life nƻǿΦέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

comfortable in my anal, and thrust me not too hard, the pain is 

just unbearable, I want him to finish but he is still far from that. 

He pulls out  and turns me before picking me up and put me 

against the wall. He strokes me right there, I am stuck between 

pain and pleasure but, more like pain. 

άbŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

twice. You are mine and you will never leave me because, if you 

ŘƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ L ŀƳ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

statement here, maǊƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎ Řƻǿƴ 



with the other holding it on his waist and roughly fucks me. I 

feel paralysed, I think I am going to drop to the floor.  

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

stop feeling insecure, I hate iƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΦέ IŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ 

harder and harder, I scream my lungs out and wrap my arms 

around his neck as I release my juices. He pushes me back to 

the bed, I lay on my back. He pulls me to the edge of the bed 

the bed and puts my legs on his shoulders. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

position when he gets rough with me, I think I can feel his penis 

ǇƻƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΧ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƳŀȅōŜ L ŀƳ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

how it feels like. 

 

 

He circles my pussy with his thumb, getting me back in the 

mood. I am already dripping wet. He pumps me harder and 

ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ L ŀƳ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ L 

squirt on him, he spanks me and squeezes my ass before 

cumming, cumming in me.  

 aȅ Ǉǳǎǎȅ ƛǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ 

my anus. 

 

***  

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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THAPELO (T-MAN) KHOZA 

 

I woke up the next day, I wore my boxer and went outside for a 

ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

house. A lot has happened in here, things that I sometimes wish 

to forget so that I can move on with my life. These things forced 

me to be who I am today because, even after all these years, I 

am still planning my revenge. 

My father, before he died he was trying to change his life to a 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ōǳǘΣ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ Ǝƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 

one of the dangerous gang members in the city, the gang that 

ended up killing him and my mother and my grandmother! That 

gang was ruthless, and very dangerous. They would make you 

suffer  before they kill you, which is what they did to my father. 

 

 

I was only two years when they made me watch my mother 

being gang raped. They took turns with her, she ended up 

giving in because, fighting them became useless. I was crying 

ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

happening but, what I knew was that, my mother was in pain 

and my father was there tied up on the chair feeling helpless. I 



saw rage in his eyes as he tried freeing himself. As little as I 

was, the memory is stuck in my head and until I get my 

ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘey were 

satisfied, they pulled a trigger on my mother, then put a bullet 

on my father before leaving me crying, until one of my 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ YŜŀΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳŜΦ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

still at work then. 

Years later, I was nineteen, my first year in University. A few 

months later, my grandmother was brutally murdered. She was 

stabbed 16 times and bled to death. I was called by one of the 

neighbours who had found her, letting me know about the 

tragic thing that happened to my grandmother, the only parent 

I was left with. I wanted to take care of her but, they took her 

away from me and I know who it is.  

bƻǿΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŦŜŜƭ 

like what happened years ago 

Advertisement 

I will see it happening again. This is why I wanted people to rent 

this house, the people living here have became my family now. 

They know what I do and what I have been through, never 

judged me. They are like my parents, Mr and Mrs Dlamini. They 

have two grown daughter, I am like their big brother but, they 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ hƴŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ 

her varsity life. 



The time for my revenge is coming, very soon. I am going to do 

it on my own, without Tebogo or anyone else. 

 

 

ά¢ŜŜΣ ƻ ǎƘŀǊǇΚέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ L ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿipe 

Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦ {ƘŜ ƭƛƳǇǎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ 

where I am sitting and sits on my lap. Shame, I was not easy on 

her throughout the night. She is wearing my t-shirt, very sexy. 

άYŜ ǎƘŀǊǇΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅΦ άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ L ǘry to 

make her focus on something else. I throw the cigarette bud 

away and hold her waist.  

άLǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻǳōǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ [ƛƴŘƛǿŜΣ ƛǎ 

ne of the gang members, Zola Mkhize's daughter, the man that 

pulled the trigger on my father and my mother. I was using 

Lindiwe to get information about his father but, I got enough 

so, I will start with everyone and end with him. 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ 

ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ 

άbƻΗ aȅ ƴǳƴǳ ƛǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦέ !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

L ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ DƭƻǊȅΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ōŜΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 

and it would be very unfair of me to put her on more pain than 

she already has now. 



άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƴƎƛȅŀƪǳǘƘŀƴŘŀ aŀΩ .ƘǳǘƘŜƭŜȊƛ ȅŜȊǿŀΚέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

my sweet Bhuthelezi, okay?) She blushes. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΣ aǊ YƘƻȊŀΦέ L ǇƛƴŎƘ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƭƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ  

ά{ǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦέ 

άbŀƳƛ ŦǳǘƘƛΣ ƴƎƛȅŀƪǳǘƘŀƴŘŀ ōŀōΩ YƘƻȊŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ aǊ 

Khoza.) I kiss her before carrying her back to the room for a 

bath, she already did our bed. 

My woman! My wife! I love her so much. 

I am scared sometimes. I am scared that, the very same thing 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

that.  

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

A year later, I am sitting in my bedroom with Taylor and Ncedi. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǘƻ 

each other, just for today because it is my big day today. Can 

you guess what is happening today? 

Well, Tebogo has sent his uncles to my house, I am getting 

married! I am really hoping that everything is going well in the 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

they are still battling on something?  

I get up from the bed and pace around the room looking, I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΦ 

άwŜƭŀȄΣ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ I am sure there is a good reason why the 

ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎǳǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

room. 

ά.ǳǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ 

back on the bed. 

My phone rings and my face glitters to the caller's name. 



άaǊǎ 5Φέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 

άaǊ 5Φ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ  

άLΩƳ ƻƪŀȅΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ L miss you and they are taking 

ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ L ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦ 

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǎǿŜŀǘΣ ǎƪŀǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

sounding calm. 

ά.ǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  

άL ŀƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƭŜƳŀ ƧƛǘŀΦέ ό²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳȅǎΦύ ¢ƘŜ door 

swings open, my mother walks in. 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άhǊŀǘŀ ƪŜƴƴŀ {ŀƴΗέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΗύ L ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

άYŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘΚέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

ask, I nod nervously. 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ L Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L walk out I look back at Taylor 

ŀƴŘ bŎŜŘƛΦ ά.ŜƘŀǾŜΦέ L ǎǘŜǊƴƭȅ ǎŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŎǳǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

living room. 

I stand right across the living room, looking down to my shoes. I 

am very shy right now and I feel scared. I think if u lift up my 

eyes to them, I will only drop to the floor and die. These people 

are very serious in here. 



άbƎǿŀƴŀƪŀΦ !ǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ 

Molise but, you will be  ŀ ǿƛŦŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƎǿŀƴŀƪŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ 

down and also do not think that this is no longer your home, 

you are always and will forever be welcomed In this house, this 

ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά9ȅŀ YƻƪƻΦέ ό¸Ŝǎ YƻƪƻΦύ  

I am so emotional right now, my tears are uncontrollably falling 

from my eyes. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴ-laws. You are officialƭȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 

ǿƛŦŜΦέ L ōƭǳǎƘΦ ! ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

but, I compose myself and save it for later. 

L Ǝƻ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ 

with his parents. I am glad that, Tebogo and his father made 

peace for todaȅΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊΦ  

After all that meet and greet, I took the opportunity to rush out 

without looking back, I want my man now, gosh Tebogo is my 

drug that I am so addicted to. I am so in love and I fall for him 

all-over again everyday! I see him, he sees me and our eyes 

lock. Like I said, I fall in love all-over again. His smile charms me 

as his gold tooth flashes. As I walk to him, he meets me 

ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ōȅ Ƴȅ 

waist and lifts me up before spinning me around, I am all 

giggles like a five year old toddler. 



He puts me back down, still holding my waist and our lips 

collide for a kiss. His friends shout and whistle at us.  

άL Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ aǊǎ 5Φέ IŜ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ ά5ŀƳƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ hŦ ŎƻǳǊse, I do like c'mon! I went all out for him 

today. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ aǊ 5Φέ L ǿǊŀǇ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ǿŀƛǎǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜȄȅΦέ IŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎΦ 

Slim fit suits were definitely made for my man and he loves 

suits but, never in formal shoes, always wearing sneakers, he 

looks good. 

ά¢ǿƛǊƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ 

steps back and looks at me. I do what I am asked to do and 

slowly twirl. I am so happy guys! 

'Makoti kedi nako 

Makoti wa hana na 

Makoti kedi nako 

Makoti wa hana na'  

 

 

Taylor and Ncedi lead the song with the family singing right 

behind them. They dance and sing coming to our direction and 

they all surround us. I am so shy right now but, my dear 



husband here is very delighted, he is even dancing. He makes 

me dance with him until our parents pulled us aside. Oh, did I 

mention to you that, my stepdad, Patrick was leading the lobola 

negotiations and I am so glad that he stood up for me, I 

appreciate it. 

 

 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƭŀȊȅ 

aŀƪƻǘƛΦέ hƘ DƻŘΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴ-laws' house before 

moving in with Tebogo. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ aȅ ŘŀŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘƛƳΦ ά¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭΣ ǎƛǊΦ {ƘŜ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜŜƴΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΦ 

άwƛƎƘǘΦ YŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿith us, you are 

leaving tomorrow to your in-ƭŀǿǎΦέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ L 

gasp. 

ά{ƻ ǎƻƻƴΚέ  

ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀŘŘǎΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƴƻƻƴΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅ ƎƛǊƭ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳΚέ 

My mother sadly says ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƘǳƎǎ ƳŜΦ άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ 

you so much my baby. It was bad enough that I left you here 

ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Yƻƪƻ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 



ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΦέ L ƴƻŘ ŀǎ L ƭŜǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƎŀǎƘΦ ²Ŝ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎΦ άL 

love you so much my baby, I never imagined this day coming 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƻƴΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ aŀƳŀΦέ L ǳǘǘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎ ǿƛǇƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

hers.  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ƘŜǊΦ L ǿŀƴǘ 

her back in one peaceΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎƛƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ 

deep in my eyes before looking back at my grandmother and 

my mother. 

άL ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƘŜŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ 

άaŀƪƻǘƛ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ-in-law 

says.  

άaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛth your husband, feed him and not 

ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ ƭŜƪƻ ƪŀƳƻǊŜƴƎΦέ ό9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦύ 

My grandmother adds. 

άhƘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΣ ¢aLΗέ L ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

laughing. 

 

 

***  



 

 

άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ōŀƎΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǎƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ 

the car. We have a new baby now, a white Range Rover with 

tinted windows. Tebogo uses the car for business purposes or 

other important things, otherwise, he loves his 'vrr phaa!'.  

 

 

Oh, I forgot to tell you, Tebogo looked for a growing business or 

a business that was in need of a capital so that he could invest 

his money in? Well, can I get those drums rolling because, my 

husband found something even better! We all know that, the 

SAA (South African Airlines) has been facing challenges so, he 

made deals here and there and today I am proud to announce 

that, not only my husband is a low-key ruthless thug behind 

those sexy expensive suits but, a co-ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {!!Σ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƎǊŜŀǘΗΚ .ǳǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭŀǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

dirty money. 

Gosh, why do I sound like I am a gangster wife? Why am I even 

proud of what Tebogo is doing? I need to go to church and 

continue being koko's granddaughter because wow, I am slowly 

changing. 

Pray, Kea Pray!  



 

 

ά¸ŜǎΣ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻ your 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǊŜ 

ǿŜΚέ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ L ŀƳ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 

going back to work still living in the in-ƭŀǿǎΩΦ  

άhƴƭȅ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ 

from my hands and place it in the car before closing the door. 

ά[Ŝǘǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōƛŘ ƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ 

ƭŀǘŜΦέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ǇŜŎƪ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 

forehead.  

We walk into the house, hand-in-hand and we find Everyone 

gathered in the living room. 

 

 

άYƻƪƻΣ ǊŜ ƪƻǇŀ ǘǎŜƭŀΦ wŜŀ ǘǎŀƳŀȅŀ ƧǿŀƭŜΦέ όtƭŜŀǎŜ ōƭŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ 

We are leaving now.) I say. 

άIƻ ƭƻƪƛƭŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅΦέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

says. We all join our hands and bow our heads. 

άIŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΦ L ŀƳ Ǝŀǘhered here with 

my children who's lives depend on you. Thank you father for 

the blessings that you keep showering upon us, we will never 

stop praising you. I pray for my granddaughter who is engaged 



traditionally and may you not stop blessing her marriage 

abundantly. Protect their ways and whatever trouble they 

come across with, please shower your holiness upon them, in 

WŜǎǳǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

ά!ƳŜƴΦέ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ YƻƪƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǳƴtil I 

ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘΦέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦέ L ōƭǳǎƘΦ bŎŜŘƛǎƻ ƘǳƎǎ ƳŜΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΣ ǘǎŀƭŀΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘer we separate from 

the hug. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ƭƛƪŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘǎŀƭŀ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳŜΦέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

when it comes to Tebogo. 

I hug Everyone before we bid Fair well. We are first going to 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

the in-laws. 

 

 



***  

 

 

The car comes to halt in front of the in-ƭŀǿǎΩ ƎŀǘŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ 

scared because, I am not sure what to expect. 

 

 

άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ŀǎ L Ǌǳō Ƴȅ ǇŀƭƳǎ 

together. 

άwŜƭŀȄ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦέ  

άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΚέ L ŀǎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ IŜ 

chuckles unbuckling my seat belt. 

ά[Ŝǘǎ Ǝƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜǘŎƘ ǳǎΦέ ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ 

He takes our luggage and we walk to the house. 

We find father in-law sitting in the living room watching TV, the 

news channel. 

ά¢ŀƛƳŀΣ ǎŜǊƛ ŦƛƘƭƛƭŜ ƧǿŀƭŜΦέ ό5ŀŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦύ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƴƻǘ 

greeting. 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ ǊǊŀΦέ όDǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦύL ǎŀȅΦ  

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ Iƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ IŜ 

asks. 



ά!ƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

ά.ƻ ƳƳŜ ōŀƪŀŜΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΚύ L ŀǎƪ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

beautiful home. 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǿƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ 

the direction to the kitchen. 

άDƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΣ ǎƪŀǘΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΦέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ǇŜŎƪ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ Ǝƻ 

our separate ways. 

 

 

***  

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I open my eyes and turn to look at my sleeping wife. I will never 

get used to this. If anyone told me back then that I was going to 

get married, I probably would have put a bullet in their head. 

[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ ! ǿƘƻƭŜ Ŧǳck boy 

gangster is a husband today. It feels too good to be true.  



She slightly moves before slowly opening her eyes, she squints 

them a little before smiling at me. 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 

ǎŜȄȅΦέ L ǎŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŜǊŎƘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΦ 

ά{ǘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊǳŘŜΣ aǊ 5Φ Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇΚέ {ƘŜ ƭƛŦǘǎ 

her head and balance her head with her hand, I put my hand on 

her waist. 

ά[ƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ Iƻǿ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άbƻǘ ōŀŘ ŀǎ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ L 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ little laugh. 

άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜΚ [ƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ L 

ƳŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǊǘΚέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǳƴƴȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ L ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΦ 

άŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ .ǳǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ, 

maybe she might surprise you and be the opposite of what she 

ǿŀǎ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊΦέ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ-laws. I thought 

she would be that type of a mother but, now that you 

mentioned, should I expect crazy daȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘǊǳƎǎ 

looking unsure. 

ά²ƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ǎƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 



άL ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōŀŘ ōƻƻƪǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ 

to get up but, I pull her to me. 

άLǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƎŀǊ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ 

top of me. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŜΧέ L ǎǘƻǇ ƘŜǊ ōȅ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΣ L ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǎƘŜ 

responds. 

άbŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŎƻƭƭƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƪƛǎǎΦ 

I pull her night dress off and play with her boobs.  

She grinds me, still in my briefs and just before I could take 

them off, the door swings open and my wife quickly jumps off 

me and pulls the sheets above to cover our naked bodies. 

άaŀΗ /ŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻŎƪΚέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ I want, wherever I 

ǿŀƴǘΦέ ²ƻǿΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ²ƻǿΗ 

ά!ǊƎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƘƭŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ L ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΚέ  

άaŀƪƻǘƛΣ Ƙƻ ǎŜƭŜΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ YŜŀ ƴƻŘǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

άaŀƳŀ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǎƘŜϥǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ 



άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦέ 

Kea says. 

άbƻΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΦέ L ŀƳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳǎŜŘΦ 

άh ǎŀƴǘǎŜΚέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎΚύ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ YŜŀΦ L ŀƳ 

definitely going to make ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΦ ά.ȅ сΥолŀƳΣ 

ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΦέ .ȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

door open. I lie down on the bed and sigh out of frustration. 

Kea gets up, going to the bathroom in our room.  

 

 

***  

 

 

We are having a scrumptious breakfast done by my wife, 

nobody is saying anything to anyone, only our plates and 

cutlery do the talking.  

άwǊŀƎǿŜ ¢ŜōƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘǊƻǇ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƭƭ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪΧ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¢ŜōƛΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ aŀƪƻǘƛΣ L 

need to find the house and the yard clean when I get back, 

ƻƪŀȅΚέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

who looks unbothered. My father I only focused on his food. 



ά9ȅŀΣ ƳŀƳŀΦέ YŜŀ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƘŜǊΦ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ 

squeeze her gently, she looks at me with a smile, nodding, 

telling me that she is fine. 

 

 

***  

 

 

I drive out of the yard with my mother taking the front seat. I 

heave a loud sigh looking at the big yard that my wife has to 

clean. 

 

 

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎƘŜϥƭƭ ŎŀǊŜΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǿƻ Řŀys yet, you already giving my wife a 

ǎǿŜŀǘΦέ L Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

ά{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀȊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƭŀǾŜΣ ƳŀƳŀΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǘƘŀƴƪ ƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳōōorn.  



άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

two women that I love to giving me a headache because, 

mother in-law is doing this because daughter in-law is doing 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ 

mother and Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 

ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŦŜŘ ǳǇΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 

ƴƛŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ-law, haow! She should ask Dineo, I 

ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΣ ǎƘŀking my head as I remember how 

she and Dineo used to fight. Dineo is my older brother's wife, 

Tokollo. He does not reside in South Africa. He got a job in 

Botswana Three years back and that is where he met his wife, 

Dineo. They got married just two years ago, and hey, my 

mother was a dragon towards her. Tokollo would sleep over at 

my house, not the apartment but the house in the township.  

Speaking of that house, I need to find a way to tell my wife 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ Lǘϥǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ I use it for 

Ƴȅ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǎƻΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 

 

 

I park at the parking space in the mall. I think I should get Kea 

bath salts and all those things to soothe her body because, she 



is going to need them tonight, especially after sweeping that 

big yard. 

L ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

do that for my wife. Maybe I should start doing it. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƭƛŎƪǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ hƘ ƎƻǎƘΦ 

άaŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦέ  

 

 

***  

 

 

I was done with my little shopping at Clicks, I even bought 

sweet somethings for Kea, she has a sweet tooth that one. I 

decided to buy some cognac and wine for my wife, just for fun. 

After a long waiting for my mother, she comes back holding 

only her hand bag. 

I get off my car and look around. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅΚέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

car and start it before driving out of the mall. 



άaa, I waited for you for a long two hours and a half, e kae 

ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎΚύ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǿǊŀǇ 

and oh my word, this woman!  

ά²Ƙƻ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƳŜ ƘŜǊ 

nails. 

άaŀΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻu here, I would have 

ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎŀǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅΦ άL ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀƳǇŜǊ 

myself. I am happy that, I have a beautiful daughter in-law to 

ƘŜƭǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŀƳ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƴƻǿΦέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ 

my head and ignore her. I did well, buying booze for us 

because, we are going to need it. 

 

 

***  

 

 

When we arrived at home, the yard was already clean. I think 

Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 

knowing that Kea was coming. We find her moping in the living 

room playing music, softly. 



ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǘƛǊŜŘΚέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

shaking her head.  

άLΩƳ ƻƪŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

Lies! She is tired, I can see it through her eyes. 

άDǊŜŀǘΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ ay mother 

adds more work for her. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΦ /ŀƴ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ YŜŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ƴƻǿΦέ YŜŀ ǎǘŀǊŜǎ ŀǘ 

me, I stare at my mother. 

άaŀΣ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

now. I will skip lunch, I have somewhere to be. 

 

 

***   

 

 

After Kea was finished dishing dinner for us, she asked to be 

excused, she is skipping dinner. I understand though, she had a 

lot of chores to do today. I hate that, I have to go to work 

tomorrow and leave her with my mother, who knows what she 

might make her do tomorrow.  



 

 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ aȅ ŘŀŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ άIƻǿ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƎƻƛƴƎΚ L ŀƳ 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƧƻōΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ 

Ƴŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀōǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ {he smiles, batting her eye 

lids. 

άL ǿƻƴΩǘΦέ  

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛƴŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ 

cognac and go up to my room.  I find my wife already in her 

robe, smelling fresh, she just took a bath.  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘ ǎŀƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƛƭǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ like you knew how 

ƳǳŎƘ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ 

the pedestal before I pull her for a kiss, I am having her, right 

now.  

άL Ǝƻǘ ǿƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǎǎΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

respond. I push her gently on the bed and place wet kisses on 

her thighs. 

άYŜŀΗέ 5ŀƳƳƛǘΗ YŜŀ ƎŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƧǳƳǇǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŎƪǎ Ƴȅ 

chin will her knee. 

άaŀΗΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ōŀŎƪΦ !ƴŘ ǎƛǘǎ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ 

my chin. 



ά5ƛ Ƨŀƴŀ Řƛǎŀ Ǌƻōŀƭŀ ƪƻ ǎƛƴƪΣ ŀƪŜǊŜΦέ ό¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

spend the night in the sink.) My mother says outside our room. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƳŀΦέ ²Ŝ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ 

move. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŜƳƛ-ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƘ 

the dishŜǎΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜŘΦ 

άwŜƭŀȄΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΣ L ŀƳ 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎǿŜŜǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άwŜŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ǳǇΦ 

ά¸ŜǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 After washing the dishes, I run to our room and get naked. 

When I look at my wife, she is sleeping very peacefully, I heave 

a sigh and let her be, she needs it. I'll just go and take a shower. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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I settle down on the couch with my church two church mates 

serving them biscuits and juice. It is Sunday today and I am 

coming from church. I left Kea hand washing the curtains and 

now she is busy cleaning the windows and shame, she looks 

very exhausted. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛƴ-law seems to be hardworking, I am 

ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦέ 5ƛƪŜƭŜŘƛ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

ά.ǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L ŎƻƳŜ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ 5ƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǎǘΚέ aƳŀƪƎƻǎƛ 

adds, I roll my eyes. 

άaŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ-in-law, 

you would understand the duties of your daughter-in-ƭŀǿΦέ L 

say as I pour juice from the jar in the tumblers. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊǳŘŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ 

ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 



daughter too. Imagine if you had a daughter and she happened 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ YŜŀΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ άaȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-

in-law also gave me a tough time, there is nothing special about 

her. I am grooming her to be ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ  

It really feels good having someone to do your chores. My 

husband is a very traditional man and a patriarch of this family. 

He made me quit my job six years ago because, if I am at work 

who is going to cook, clean and do the laundry so, this is my life 

now of being a house wife. Now that Kea is here, I am going to 

use this time to rest and relax myself. 

Keabetswe walks in the house with her phone ringing on her 

hand, she answers it and stands by the corridor. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΧ ¢ƛǊŜŘ ōǳǘΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΧ hƪŀȅΧ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

guys? I will be done before five with the cooking and 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΚ Lϥƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǘ сΧ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƻƻΣ ōȅŜΦέ IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ in the 

corridor.  

An idea hits my head and I become all smiles. 

 

 

***   



 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I have had enough of this house, I need to go to my house. I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 

done everything that I could to please my mother-in-law, Emma 

but, she is not satisfied with everything that I do. She is making 

me work like a slave. I am done pleasing her, today is the last 

day.  

I had to be ready right now because, Tebogo was coming to 

fetch me. He was taking me out for dinner and then we sleep 

out, just so I can rest but, look at me now I am busy washing 

blankets and duvets, Hand-fucking-washing them! I wipe my 

hands with a dry cloth and sit flat on the grass. I wipe my tears 

and look up at the setting sun. Why does this woman hate me 

so much? What did I ever do to her? 

 

 

ά{ƪŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ȅŜǘΚέ Iƛǎ ōƻƭŘ ǊŀǎǇȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛƴŜΦ ά!ƴŘΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

doing the laundry this late, with your hands even? We have a 



ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦέ L cluck my tongue getting up 

ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ōǳǘΣ 

Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǎǘƻǇ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

kitchen and open the tap and let the water run in the glass 

before I drink it. 

 

 

I feel his presence behind me, turn around and look at him with 

my eyes filled with tears. 

άL ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎŀƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ IŜ ǎƛǘǎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǎǘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƪŜȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΦ ά5ǳƭŀ fa 

ŦŀǘǎŜ ƻƳǇƻƭŜƭŜΣ bŀǊŜ ƻǊŜ Ǝƻ ŘƛǊŀƘŀƭŀ ŜƴƎΚέ ό{ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

explain to me what is wrong?) I sigh, looking down. Tebogo can 

be blunt, ai. 

άL ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ !ǊƎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴΗ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎΣ aŀƪƻǘƛΚέ L ǎƛǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ 

άaŀΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ everything that you wanted me to do. Today, 

out of all days you made me wake up very early to do the 

laundry, clean the windows, wash the curtains and now I am 

doing something that I could have done tomorrow morning. I 

am tired ma, you always find something for me to do, just so 

ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻƴϥǘ ǊŜǎǘΦέ 



ά²ƘƻŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ YƻǘƛΚέ CŀǘƘŜǊ-in-law asks, walking in the 

ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜϥǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŀƳ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ ¸ƻǳ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΚέ L ƴƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 9ƳƳŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ 

right now. 

άaŀΣ ǇŀΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊǳŘŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ƎŜǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ 

ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ōƭŀƴƪΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 9ƳƳŀΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know what I have ever done to you but, this is not what I signed 

up for. I lovŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǎƭŀǾŜΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ǘƛǊŜŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ 

άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ 

ƴƻǘ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΚέ 9ƳƳŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L 

thought that you and I were supposed to use this time to bond 

and get to know each other. I took this leave because, I needed 

to rest and be here but, if I have to go back to work feeling very 

ǘƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ L ŀƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΗέ L ǎǘƻǊƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

bedroom and I start taking out my clothes from the closet, 

Tebogo budges in the bedroom and closes the door behind 

him. 

 

 



ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 

what I am doing, I roll my eyes. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΗέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ 

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦέ IŜ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

άbƻΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

breathe. I am always tired, I skip dinner if not lunch because I 

am always on my feet doing something and on top of that your 

mother still gives me more work. We were supposed to go to 

out but look, your mother through me with more work 

because, I told her that we were going out. Tebogo do you even 

care how she treats ƳŜΚέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŦƛƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚέ L ƎŀǎǇΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŀǎǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

remember how your touch feels like but, I can never get that as 

ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΗέ L ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

start packing our clothes. 

He gets up from the bed and locks the door. He walks up 

straight to me, my heart starts beating faster than normal and I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƻƴƻǊƻǳǎƭȅΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

control the tears falling from my eyes. He grabs me by my arm 

and pushes me to the wall, not too much.  



άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ bƻǿΣ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ 

and lift up yoǳǊ ŘǊŜǎǎΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ άbh²Ηέ 

He orders me, I get startled and do exactly what he said. He 

stands behind me and brushes my thighs. He tears my thong 

and his hands play around my labia. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ IŜ ǎƳŀŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ōǳǘǘΣ L ŦƭƛƴŎƘΦ άL 

ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜΦέ ! ƪƴƻŎƪ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎƭƛǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ 

ά¢ŜōΧ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦέ L ǎŀȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘƭŜǎǎƭȅΦ 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ƛǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΚ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ 

are sexuaƭƭȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳƳŀ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΦέ IŜ 

increases his pace on my clit with his finger, still standing 

behind me. I am so scared I will scream and my mother-in-law 

will have a reason to hate me. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΗ hǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΗέ 9ƳƳŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘe 

door and here am I, standing against the wall with my clit be 

devoured with just fingers and my legs feeling wobbly. Shit! I 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

ά¢ŜōƛΧέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƴŜŎƪΣ ŎƘƻƪƛƴƎ ƳŜΧ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ 

me though. 



ά{ǎƘƘΦέ IŜ ŘŜǾƻǳǊǎ Ƴȅ ƴŜŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳō ȅƻǳǊ 

Ŏƭƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ LΩƭƭ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǊƎŀǎƳǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊŜŎƪ 

you, but I will do all that while hugging you close to me and 

whisper in your ear, 'keep on cumming for me sweetheart, 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛǊƭϥΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛǊƭΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ 

the last part sending a chill straight down to my clit. I moan, 

crying a little loud. He puts his hand on my mouth so that I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘΦ  

 

 

My legs start shaking and I feel like I am going to fall to the 

floor. My body trembles and my tears roll out from my eyes. 

This is the pleasure that I have been yearning for this whole 

time. My juices spill down to the floor with some flowing on my 

thighs. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ going to do 

this the whole night, we are not leaving this room until you 

ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ōŀŎƪΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜΦέ  

He goes down and gets his face between my legs going up to 

my cup cake. He holds me tight on my legs so thaǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ 

my balance and then starts licking me and sucking me. As 

exhausted as I am, I am not going to deny myself this pleasure.  



L ǘƘƛƴƪ 9ƳƳŀ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

believe we really ignored her, things that Tebogo makes me do 

though. Argh, I will face her tomorrow morning, right now my 

husband is, oh gosh. He is doing wonders to me. 

   

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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After taking a shower, I filled the bathtub with hot water before 

diluting them with cold water, but not too much. I went back to 

the bathroom and woke up Kea. 

ά.ŀōŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƭŜŜǇȅ 

voice. 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ 9ƳƳŀ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǳǇΚέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

άL Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǎƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ me right now. But, 

ǘǿƻ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǾŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άbƻΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƴŀƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ǘƻ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  

άbƻΗέ {ƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ not fair, you kept me up all night and now you want 

ƳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΦ L ŎŀǊǊȅ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

bathroom like a potato sack and while on that, I keep spanking 

her ass. 

ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƛƎƎƭŜǎ ǎƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅΣ 

warming up my heart. 



άtŀǇŀǎƛΣ ǎǘƻǇΦέ  

We get to the tub and I put her in the water, she wince. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ Ƙƻǘ ōǳǘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƭǘǎ ƛƴΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άbƻΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ you 

ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

understand how I did it wrong because, these things dissolve in 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ άwƛƎƘǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 

ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ōŀǘƘΦέ L Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇŜŎƪ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

My mother is a bit under the weather today, she is so not in the 

mood and one wrong word to her she will definitely explode. 

Especially since Keabetswe left the blankets and duvets last 

ƴƛƎƘǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜϥƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǎƻΣ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŝŀǘ Ƴȅ 

breakfast and say nothing.  

 

 



άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ 

as he eats his chews his toasted bread. 

άL ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƳŀΦέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƻŘǎΣ 

Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ YŜŀ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΣ L ƘƻƭŘ YŜŀΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

oƪŀȅΚέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

After breakfast, I went to join my dad outside by the garden, 

leaving Keabetswe and my mother in the kitchen. Hopefully, 

nothing will break down in there. 

Things between my dad and I are still off ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 

that we are one hundred percent good but, we are fine. I stand 

next to him, taking out my cigarettes, handing one over to him 

before I lit them up. We smoke in silence for a while until we 

were disturbed by my cellphone ringing. T-man has no timing 

man. 

ά{ǳǊŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ 

ά9ƧƻΣ ƻ ǿŀŀǊΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚύ 



άYŜ ƪƻ ŘƭŀŘƭŜƴƎ ƭŀ ǘŀƛƳŀΣ ŘƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΚέ όL ŀƳ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άYŜ ōŀǘƭƻ ǊƛƴƎϥŀ ƭŜǿŜƴŀ ƴǘǿŜ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ƻ ǘƘŜƻƎŀ ƴŜƴƎΚέ όL ƘŀǾŜ 

something important to talk to you about, when are you 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΚέ  He sounds serious. 

ά¦ƘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀƴƎǎ ǳǇ ƻƴ 

ƳŜΧ hƪŀȅΦ 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǿŀǎ 

expecting that. 

άbƻΦέ L ŀƳ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ of my life now and I am way into 

ŘŜŜǇΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΣ Ƙŀ ƻ ǎƘƻǊǘΩƛ ƛǎ ǎŜǇŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΚ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ƪŜŜǇ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΚέ ό¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

everything that you need.) He huff.  

ά¢ŀƛƳŀΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ōǳǘΣ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻƻΦέ ό5ŀŘύΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΚέ IŜ ǎŎƻƭŘǎ ƳŜΣ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 



ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΣ dad. I am done talking about this. Keabetswe 

ƻϥƴƪŀƳƻƘŜǘǎŜ ƪŜƴǘǎŜ ƪŜƭŜ ƧŀƴŀΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ 

I am then, let me not waste anymore time and leave your 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦέ όYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΦύ L ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 

walk away. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴg me in my own house, young man? You 

are not old enough for a beating, I will hit you till you get your 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊǎΗέ IŜ ǊƻŀǊǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƪƛǇǎ ŀ ōŜŀǘΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛǎ 

a very intimidating man. I am nothing compared to him, I am 

still scared of him. Him being the head of security at one of the 

biggest companies is just a cherry on top. 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǇŀǇŀΦ L ŀƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

Ŝŀǎȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ if we keep 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƳŜΦ Wǳǎǘ Řƻ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǳǎ 

ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘŜƴŀƴƛƎŀƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ άL ²L[[ .9 ¢I9 

ONE TO TURN YOU IN!έ Iƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ground. He turns on his heels going to the house, leaving me to 

swallow my own saliva very hard. I know that he is serious, he 

would turn me in. 

I take out another cigarette, I need it more than ever. 



 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

Ever since I arrived here, today is my first time seeing Emma 

working so hard. She just finished washing the blankets and the 

duvets. I cleaned the house and right now I am making lunch 

for everyone. It is still early but, I want to rest but, before I do 

that, I need to go and apologise to my mother-in-law for 

snapping at her last night 

Advertisement 

I feel bad. 

 

 

I find her hanging the duvets on the line.  

 

 



ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΣ ƳŀƳŀΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊŜǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀŘ-

to-toe then back to my face before clucking her tongue. I sigh. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ L ǘǊǳƭȅ 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ 

ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǎƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΦ άL ƘƻǇŜ 

that you will find it in you to forgiǾŜ ƳŜΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

house, I notice my father-in-law moving away from the door. 

¢Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ǎŎŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎΦ L 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ 

I finish off the lunch and dish out before taking it to the dining 

room, placing it on the dining table. I call everyone and we all 

gather around the table but, except for Emma. She is busy in 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

before we can start eating. Sello, my father-in-law sighs. 

 

 

άaƳŀƎǿŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǊŜ ŜƳƛ ƪŀ ǿŜƴŀ ƘƭŜΗέ όaƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ 

we are waiting on you.) He shouts at Emma. 

άL ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗέ {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

corridor. I almost choke on my saliva the moment she appears. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎΧ ǿƻǿΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ believe this. Tebogo and Sello look 

at each other, probably shocked as I am. 



άaƳŀƎǿŜΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜΦέ  

So, after going all out preparing lunch to apologise and show 

gratitude to the family, she makes her simple lunch. If this how 

she wants to play it, FINE! 

 

 

She sits opposite me and gives me murderous look as she 

ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǎƛŘŜΦ hƪŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 

a MONSTER-IN-LAW, I was being in denial when the 'Stories by 

Miss X' fans said so but, now I see. I am done pleasing this 

ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŀƎǿŜΚέ {ƘŜ  asks, digging in her food 

shamelessly. Sello looks annoyed, I would be too. I glance at 

Tebogo, he shakes his head, I sigh. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƳƳŀƎǿŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

doing when she is doing all the things that you should be 

ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ  

άwǊŀƎǿŜΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀŦter her and do 

everything for her while she sits and lazing around doing 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ǘƻǎǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƪŦǳƭ ƻŦ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΦ  



άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ŀōǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŘŀƳƳƛǘΗέ IŜ ōŀƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ L ƧǳƳǇ ŀ ōƛǘΦ άI 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ-in-law doing my dirty laundry. I 

ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ 

ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

have towards Keabetswe comes from. When are you going to 

start treating your daughter in-laws like your own children? Will 

ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΗΚέ IŜ ǊŀƛǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ bƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ 

ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  

ά! Ǝƻ ƧǿŀƭƻΦέ όLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦύ  She sadly says. Where is the 

brave face nƻǿΚ ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 

ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴǎΦέ L ƎŀǎǇΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƳŀƳŀ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ LΧέ  I say before father-

in-law stops me. 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ aŀƪƻǘƛΦέ hǳŎƘΗ L 

look down to my plate full of food. 

άL ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 

 

ά!ǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ aŀƪƻǘƛ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ǿŀǎƘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōƻǘƘ ƘŜƭǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 

ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǳǊƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜ ǘǎŀƎƻ ƳƳŀƎǿŜΦέ 

(The rest is for yƻǳΣ ƳƳŀƎǿŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ 



those long nails because, you look absolutely fine with your 

natural. How do you expect to do the house chores with such 

ƴŀƛƭǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΦέ L 

nod, still looking down.  

 

 

ά¦ƘΧέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ L ǊŀƛǎŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ 

²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΗΚ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

even stop my smile from creeping. 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ǎƻƻƴΚέ 9ƳƳŀ ŀǎƪǎΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƴƻt so pleased. 

ά¸ŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ YŜŀ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ Iƻǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ aŀǊŀ ȅŜƘΚ 

ά.ǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ōǊƛŘŀƭ 

ŘǳǘȅΦέ hƘ ōƻȅΦ IŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

ά9ƴƻǳƎƘΣ 9ƳƳŀΦέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘo you, Makoti. I will 

not allow you to ever speak to the lady of this house like you 

ŘƛŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƛƭƭΦέ L 

swallow hard. Only if he knew how much I was disciplined last 

ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

άL ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ, rra. It will never happen again. Mma, I also would 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ L ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ  



άLǘ ǘƻƻƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ ²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΚέ L ƎŀǎǇ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ {ŜƭƭƻΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

back at Emma. This woman is evil! I did try and apologise earlier 

ƪƘŀƴǘŜ ƪŜƴƎ ƘƭŜΚ άaƳŀΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǘŜ ƳŜΚέ 

ά/ŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ YƻǘƛΦέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ǎŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ƳƳŀΦ άL ŀƳ ǳǇ 

ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣέ IŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘǿƻ ƛǎ ǎǘŀrting to get to me. 

Emma, Keabetswe did try to apologise to you earlier, she is 

doing it again now what is your problem? Whether you accept 

ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘƛǎΗ [ŜǘΩǎ Ŝŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻƭŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ L 

feel my tears threaten to roll out but, I blink them back. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ŀǎƪǎ 9ƳƳŀ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƘŜǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ ά{ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΗ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǎƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŦƻƻŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƘŜǎƛǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƛǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

I am never making food for Emma, ever again. It hurts so much 

that she treats me like this. Tebogo rests his hand on my thigh 

and gives me a wink, I pull a smile for him and we all eat in an 

ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 

***  

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

Tebogo suggested that we skip breakfast and eat out as we 

head home back in Pretoria. Being here in Potchefstroom has 

ŘƻƴŜ ƳŜ ƴƻ ƎƻƻŘΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L 

imagined. I thought that I was going to bond with my new 

family but, No, If I am not doing this, I am doing that or I am 

ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƴƻǿΦ 

 

 

!ǎ L ŀƳ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭΣ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ 

grandmother. 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ YƻƪƻΦέ όDǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦύ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

phone. 

άYŜŀΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΦ bƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ L 

left; she is left all alone. 

άL ŀƳ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ YƻƪƻΚέ {ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜǎ 

a sigh. 

άL ŀƳ ƻƪŀȅΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴ-laws 

ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΚέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ƴƻǘher-in-law. 



άL Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ YƻƪƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

see you maybe by the end of the week. We are coming back 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƻƴΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

bathroom and pecks my cheek before wearing the clothes that 

I  picked for him. 

ά.ȅŜΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŦǊƻǿƴǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ L ǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

laugh at him. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ ōŀōȅΣ ōȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƘŀƴƎǎ ǳǇΦ 

 

 

ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǎƪǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƻǿƴ ŀ Ǝǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƪƛƴΚέ IŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƴŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

just make a threat. 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ 

up to him and sit on top of him on the bed, he leans back. 

άhƘΦέ IŜ ǿǊŀǇǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘΦ άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀse then, 

you should go and see her today plus, kebatlo betha dry ko T-

aŀƴΦέ όL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ōȅ ŀǘ ¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦύ  

άhƪŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƴƻǿΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ōǳǘ ƘŜ 

pulls me back on him, I giggle. 



άbƻǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǎǘΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƎŀǊΣ ƪƛǎǎ ƳŜΦέ IŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ 

me for a kiss, I roll my eyes. A kiss goes on for a while until his 

hands start roaming all over my body, I quickly get up, leaving 

ƘƛƳ ŀƎƘŀǎǘΦ άYŜƪŜΚέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

happened. I shake my head. 

άbƻΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ never leave. I want to leave. I need a 

ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊΦέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

άWǳǎǘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪƛŜΚέ IŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ 

good on him. 

άbŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ƎǊƛƴΣ 

he pulls a silly smirk on his face. 

άIƻƳŜΦέ IŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ǇŜŎƪ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜŜƪΦ άYŜ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻǎǘŀƴŀ ōƭƛƴŘ 

ǎŀƴΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ όL 

love you very much.) I swallow my saliva and nod not saying 

anything. I clear my throat. 

άDŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

his last words. It is starting to get to me that I am engaged to a 

ǘƘǳƎΣ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΣ ŀ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ 

got for us but, I hope that it brings out the best for us, despite 

his illegal doings. 

 

 



***   

 

 

My father-in-law has asked to speak to me just before we can 

leave. We are taking a walk around the garden and I must say, I 

get very nervous around this man, especially after how serious 

he was yesterday at lunch when he forced us to 'eat together 

like we are a happy family', just imagine that. I found it very 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 

the food because, I could do it all on my own. 

 

 

άL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴϥǎ ƭƛŦŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ L ŘƻΦέ Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 

out otherwise, his sonorous voice makes me shaky. 

ά!ƴŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƪŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

Tebogo or his mother would walk in on us talking because, I 

need a saviour right now. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǳƘΧέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǘŜ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ 

involved in his shady business. I am not supporting what he is 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ 



that. Just play your part as his wife and focus on your work. Be 

his sanity and guidance him here and there if there is a must 

ōǳǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊ ǿƛŦŜΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

άL ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǇŀǇŀΦέ 

ά!ōƻǳǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ¢Ŝōogo has been bringing girls that even I 

never approved of but you, you are much different from them. I 

like you as my very own daughter. I am sure that, you and 

5ƛƴŜƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦέ L ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άwŜmember, be his sanity, his wife but never the gangster 

ǿƛŦŜΦέ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

never allow it. He once mentioned it that, he will never get me 

involve in his illegal businesses. I am his trophy wife and that 

will remain as it is. 

 

 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ 

άtŀǇŀΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ  

άL ǿŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ L 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘΦ 



άwŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎ 

at me, releasing me. 

ά[Ŝǘƭŀ {ŀƭŀ ǎŜƴǘƭŜ ǊǊŜΦέ όDƻƻŘōȅŜΦύ L ǎŀȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 

them. I walk into the house and I find Emma standing by the 

porch in deep thoughts.  

 

 

άaŀƳŀȊŀƭŀΧέ όaƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law.) I laugh alone like a fool. 

ά5ƛƳŀƳȊƻΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ōǳǘ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘΦέ {ƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΣ L ƴƻŘ 

with a smile. I just want to annoy her a little. I just hope it 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƭŀǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 

getting right now  can send a person to their grave, right away. 

άDŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ LΧέ L ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ 

ready for whatever she wants to say. 

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘǳƎ ƳŜΚ bŎŀǿΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ 

ƳƻƳƳȅΦέ L ǿǊŀǇ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΣ ƘǳƎƎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ. She huffs, 

not hugging me back. I chuckle, rolling my eyes behind her. 

άaƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻǎŜƴ ǳǇ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŜƛǘǎƛΦέ L Řǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 

imaginary dust off her shoulders, she clucks her tongue but, I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ 

άDŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ L ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 



Advertisement 

otla bona girl. I know that you like me, you have a soft spot for 

me somewhere deep down in your heart. I love you mamzo 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦέ  I 

ǇŜŎƪ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŜƪΦΣ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ōƭŀƴƪƭȅΦ ά¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ 

ƳƻƳƳȅΦ DƻƻŘōȅŜΦέ ²ŀƛǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 

ŦŀŎŜΚ ²ƻǿΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘΣ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ōǳǊǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

laughter, I join her. 

ά²ŀ ǘŜƭƭŀ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

(You are forward.) She says playfully hitting my shoulder. 

άL ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ aŀΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƛŦ L 

ŜǾŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻƻ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ōǳǘ, I will do it 

ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 

joke. I look at her serious face. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ L ŦǊƻǿƴΣ ǎƘŜ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

laugh. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘ 

laughing to my realisation that she is only joking.  

 

 



ά!ǊŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊǎ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 

ǿƛŦŜΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

father to where we are standing. 

άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΚ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘǊoats, 

not laughing like this. You were so ready to kill each other, what 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘŘǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 9ƳƳŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ  holding 

my hand. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪnow what is that misunderstanding. I am 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ IŜ ǿǊŀǇǎ Ƙƛǎ 

hand on my waist. 

άaŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ άDƻ ǿŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƻŦŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƴƻǿΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

these ŘŀȅǎΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ 

ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǳǎΦέ hƘ Ƴȅ 

goodness, this man! 

άh-Y!¸Η ¢hh a¦/I LbChΣ 5!5Η ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ 

Tebogo pulls me out, I laugh as I wave my hand  goodbye to 

them. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ ōƻȅΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊƛŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƴŘΧΗέ {Ŝƭƭƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ 

ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ Ƴȅ 



imagination from thinking. Mother-in-law and father-in-law 

doing the deed? Eeeuww!!! 

ά5ŀŘΗ {ǘƻǇΗέ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ L ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ YŜŀ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΦ L 

walked in going to his room, I knock before he opens. The room 

reeks of cigarettes, I guess Taylor is not around. 

 

 

We brotherly shake hands before I walk into the room and sit 

myself on the couch. 

άL ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƻōŀǘƭƻ ǊƛƴƎϥŀ ƪŀ ŜƴƎΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ 



to talk ŀōƻǳǘΚύ L ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΩǎ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ 

before I light it on and puff the smoke into the air. 

ά¦ƘΧ YŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦέ όLǘΩǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦύ L ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘΦ άYŜ Ƴƻ 

ǎǇŀǘƛǎƛǘǎŜΦέ όL ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǳǇΦύ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƭŜŀƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 

not sure if I heard him right. 

ά²ŀǊŜƴƎΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚύ L ǎƳƛǊƪΦ 

άh ōŀƴŀΦέ ό{ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦύ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎΦ 5ƻŜǎ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ LΩŘ ƪƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ YŜŀ ǘƻ 

give me a soccer team? 

άLǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎ Ƴŀƴ ōǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ 

άL ŀƳΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ōǳǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦ άLǘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘΣ L 

ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƳŀƴΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ L ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ 

he has nothing to worry about. I am here and I will do anything 

to protect my family, he is my family and that makes now 

Taylor my family too.  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦέ L ƴǳŘƎŜ ƘƛƳΦ ά{ƻΣ ǾŜƭŜ ƪŜ ƳŀƭƻƳŜΦέ όL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

be an uncle.) He chuckles burying his face in his hands, shaking 

his head. 

ά9ǾŜƴ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ƛǘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ŜƘΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΣ ǘƛƭǘƛƴƎ 

his head. Now, it confirms how happy he is. I sigh as something 

hits my mind. 



ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊΚ {ǇƻǊƻ ǿŀǎ ƎǳƴƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƎƻΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 

by Sgonondo on Friday and then Spikiri last night? I wanted to 

hit you up man but, I was distracted by my family yesterday 

yey! If anyone told me about mother and daughter in-law 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ ŦƭŀƎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L 

chuckle alone, he leans back on the couch smoking his 

cigarette. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜǎǎ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¸ou need to remove 

the guards in order to get rid of the King. Whoever is doing 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ǘŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ 

relaxed. He has always wanted to avenge these men for what 

they did to his parents back then. They are the most notorious 

gangsters that no one ever dare to mess with them but, here 

they are slowly dying one by one. Now, there is only one person 

left, NKANYAMBA, the leader of the gang. He is untouchable 

and dangerous.  

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΦ !ǘ ƭŜast you 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǊǘȅ ōȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ L 

say. 

ά²ŜƭƭΧέ IŜ ǎƘǊǳƎǎΦ άL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƭŀǳƎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎǊȅΦέ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ 

is so calm about this situation that always got him worked up. 

IŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know. 



 

 

***   

 

 

ά.ŀōŜΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴƻǿ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

about my day with my grandmother but you are in deep 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΗέ  

I turn to cuddle her naked body. I have been thinking about T-

aŀƴΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ 

one thing, He is up to no good.  

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƭǳŎƪǎ ƘŜǊ 

tongue. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƪŀǘΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎΦ ά¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

YƻƪƻΦέ L ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ 

far from her. 

T-man always told me that, the day he goes after the men that 

killed his family, no one will see it coming. Which means, he 

killed those three men by himself and now he is going after 

bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΣ {ƘƛǘΗ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ǌƛǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ 

άC¦/YΗέ L ƧǳƳǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōŜŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 



ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭΗ hȅŀ ƪŀŜΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚύ {ƘŜ 

shouts. 

άYŜŀΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ  

I kiss her lips. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ  

άL ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ /ŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀƛǘΚέ  

άbƻΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗέ {ƘŜ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ άL ŎƻƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ L ŀƳ ¸h¦w I¦{.!b5Η [ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŎŜΗέ L ǎƴŀǇ ōŀŎƪ 

at her. I get my keys and storm out.  

 

 

As I drive out, I try calling Thapelo but, his phone is off. I hope I 

find him at his place, I hope I am not too late.  

***  

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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In the midst of the night, Tebogo drove up and down trying to 

track down T-MAN but, it was all in vain until he was left with 

only one place to go, a place that send chills to his body; 

Nkanyamba's house. He hit the steering wheel out of 

frustration as he wondered to himself, 'even if Thapelo went 

there, there is no way that he could get access to the house 

unless, he comes out as a dead corpse'. That thought made him 

to clench his jaws and tried calling Thapelo, one more time 

before he overtakes and take a different rƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ 

house.  

άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΗέ IŜ Ŏǳǎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 

ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ 

very secured with Top Dogs, both human dogs and animal dogs 

ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ǎŀŦǘŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘate killing 

anyone who trespasses that house in an instant.  

 

 

Ψ¦ƘΧ YŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦΩ όLǘΩǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦύ ΨYŜ Ƴƻ ǎǇŀǘƛǎƛǘǎŜΦΩ όL ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ 

up.) 

'Wareng?' (What was that?) 

Ψh ōŀƴŀΦΩ ό{ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦύ 

ΨLǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎ Ƴŀƴ ōǳǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦΩ 



ΨL ŀƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘΣ L ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƳŀƴΦΩ 

 

 

ά{ƘƛǘΗ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ L ƴƻǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

remembered the conversation he heard earlier with Thapelo. 

He was indirectly asking Tebogo to take care of his own if 

anything happens to him.  

Tebogo shook his head vigorously, hoping that T-man is still in 

one peace. He killed the car's engine, parking a distance away 

ŦǊƻƳ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ 

before sending a text to Kabza and Tiisetso. 

 

 

'Shit is about to go down. T-man was on a man hunt and I am 

hunting for him. My last stop is at Zwelibanzi, the mighty 

bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ¢-man is in there and I am going in 

ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎŎǳƛƴƎΦΩ ς Tebogo.  

 

 

After send the text, he tossed his phone upside down in the 

backseat of his GTi. He stepped out of the car and locks it 

before hiding the keys on one of the wheels. He looks around 

and flips his black hoodie on his head as he walks down to 



bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ IŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ /ƛǘƛ DƻƭŦ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

other side of tƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ Φ IŜ 

ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

too let. His hands trembles and his heartbeat increases in a 

second. Fear, nerves, anxiety hits him all at once but, he knew 

that there was no going back right now.  

He pulled out his gun from the waist and cocked it as he made 

Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƻƴƭȅ 

movements and the dogs barking.  

 

 

άCǳŎƪ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

Meanwhile, Keabetswe is worried about Tebogo. The way the 

he left the house got her all worked up. She kept trying to 

Tebogo on his cellphone but it was ringing unanswered. She 

threw her phone on the bed and bit a nails thoughtfully, resting 

her head on the bed facing the ceiling. She grabbed her phone 



ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ мŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ 

She thought of calling Taylor to find out if by any chance she 

knows whether if T-man and Tebogo are together or not but, 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƘŜǊΦ 

 

 

{ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǎƻΣ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ 

to the kitchen and make herself coffee except that, there 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ groceries in the 

house. She made a mental note to go grocery shopping in the 

morning. 

 

 

***   

 

 

!ǘ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ōǳǘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŦŀǊΦ IŜ Ǝƻǘ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

head with the gun and fell down unconscious to the floor. He 

was then dragged into a room, a very dark room that relied on 

a dim swinging light. The room is sound proofed so, anything 

that happens in here does not come out through the walls.  



 

 

They tied Tebogo up on a chair before they woke him up with a 

splash of cold water. He woke up panting and gasping for air. 

The big dogs (guards) laugh at him, there were only three of 

them and they all carried big guns, as if Tebogo would easily 

free himself and kill them. 

 

 

ά²Ƙƻ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ ! Ƴŀƴ ǿƛǘh a squeaky voice walks in 

the room, Tebogo almost laughs but groans in agony from the 

head that he desperately wants to touch where he was hit. 

ά.ƻǎǎΣ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ ǎƴŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ŀǊƳŜŘΦέ hƴŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά!ƭƻƴŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǎǎ ŀǎƪǎΦ IŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ Ŧront of 

Tebogo, looking at him straight in the eyes, Tebogo did not dare 

to drop his too. 

ά¸Ŝǎ ōƻǎǎΦέ 

ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ ¢ƘŜ .ƻǎǎ ŀǎƪǎΣ /ŀǳǎƛƴƎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ 

voice, he frowns. 

ά¢ƘŜ aƛƎƘǘȅ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΧέ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΦ άL ƴŜǾŜǊ 

imagined you in 'Talking Tom's' voice. This is going to be a great 



ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƳƪƘǳƭǳΦέ όDǊŀƴŘǇŀΦύ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

laughing. 

 

 

Nkanyamba clench his hands. 

ά²Ƙƻ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΚέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ  asks. 

άbƻ ƳŀƴΗέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ 

on his head, nƻǘ ƳƛƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŜ ƛǎΦ άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ 

serious with that voice, do something man like, eat pepper or 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƳΦέ 

Nkanyamba leans back on the chair and joins Tebogo, laughing. 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻϥǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭŀǳƎƘ ƴƻǿΦέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ƴƻŘǎ ŀǘ 

one of the guards, the guard smirks before punching Tebogo on 

the face. Tebogo groans but his groan turns into a laugh. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΚέ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ Ƙŀǎ 

got the deepest, raspy voice. Nkanyamba felt undermined by it. 

ά²ƘƻΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΚέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŦǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ƳƪƘǳƭǳΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΗΚέ 

Nkanyamba chuckles. 

ά{ƻΣ ƭŜǎŀ ǎƴŀȅƛ ŜǎŀƪƘƻΚέ ό¢Ƙŀǘ ƛŘƛƻǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΚύ  



ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚέ 

ά.ƘŜƳōŜ 

ƭŜǘƘŀ ƭŜȅŀ ƴƧŀΦέ ό.ƘŜƳōŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƎ ƛƴΦύ  

A Bhembe , the guard walks out. 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΚ ¸ƻǳ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ 

ƳŜ ƻǳǘΚέ  

ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎǇƛǘǎ ƻƴ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ 

Nkanyamba gets up and slaps Tebogo right on the eye with the 

back of his hand, Tebogo wheezes as the slap stings. 

Bhembe walks in with the not so stable Thapelo and throws 

him to the floor. He looks like he was beaten to a pulp. They 

had stripped him off his clothes and only left him with his 

ōǊƛŜŦǎΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ 

and covered with blood but, he was still breathing, at least that 

gave Tebogo some hope. 

 

 



ά¢-man! T-man! Man, you gotta stay alive. Your mission is not 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǊŀƎŜ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ-way to death. He is not going to make it, forget 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΦέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻƴ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ƴŜŎƪΣ ƴƻǘ 

ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōƻȅǎ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎΚέ 

άCƻǊ smart old man like you, you are very slowly, you 

ōǳǎǘŀǊŘΗέ  ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƛŜŘ 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘΦ άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛǘŎƘΗέ  

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ !ǎ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ 

Tebogo, he felt a sharp pain in his stomach. He groaned in pain 

but, as soon as the pain disappeared, he sat down on the chair. 

ά.ƻǎǎΣ ǳƎǊŀƴŘΚέ ό!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚύ .ƘŜƳōŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

chuckles. 

άIŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΦ IŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƳƻŎƪǎ 

Nkanyamba but, earns a punch on his stomach. Bhembe was 

getting annoyed and wish to kill Tebogo straight up. 

Tebogo coughed out some blood and glanced at the weak T-

man. He was trying to get up but, he had no strength left in 

him. He was beaten so much that, you can barely recognise 

him. Tebogo closed his, wishing for miracles. 

 

 



T-man mumbles something, with a little laugh in between. 

ά[ƛƴŘƛǿŜΧέ  

Tebogo opens his eyes and looks at Thapelo, trying to say 

something. 

ά[ƛƴŘƛǿŜΣ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢-man says, referring 

to Nkanyamba. Nkanyamba gets up and crouch next to him, 

with anger. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΚ [ŜŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΗέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ 

hits him on his chest. He rubs it vigorously. There other two 

guards are only statues because, only Bhembe is the active one. 

He quickly pours his boss a glass of water and hands it to him. 

ά.ƻǎǎΣ ƛǘƘƛ ƴƎƛ ŎŜŘŜ ƴƎŀƭŜϥ ȊƛƴƧŀ ƻƴŎŜΦέ ό[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳΦύ 

Bhembe is losing patience. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜΧέ ¢-man pauses as he feels a 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ Ƨŀǿǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

see Lindiwe, your daughter, you will let my brother go. This 

ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ LΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΚ ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƛƎƘǘ Řƻ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΚέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƻƭŘ ŀǎǎΗ ¸h¦ C¦/YLbΩΧέ ¢-man coughs as he is trying to catch 



Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

with my mother, you and your men! My father was tied up on a 

chair, helpless aƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŀǎΧέ Iƛǎ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƳŜ 

after my grandmother because she was the one that got you 

arrested. I am here for my revenge, you robbed me my life with 

my parents! I became an orǇƘŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗέ  

 

 

He heavily breathes as pain endures his body. 

άYƘƻȊŀΚέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴΗέ ¢-Ƴŀƴ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

feeling, it is not just pain. It is a slow poison. It eats your organs 

slowly. You are going to suffer before you die, you are going to 

see your own flash opening up, unbothered. You are going to 

ōŜƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΧέ 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΗέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǎǿŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳΧέ 

ά9ŀǎȅΦ L ǳǎed your daughter to get information. She told me 

about your energy capsules. All I had to do was to replace the 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΧ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ƘƻǿΦέ 

άYƛƭƭ ƘƛƳΗέ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ 



ά.ƻǎǎΣ [ƛƴŘƛǿŜΗέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΗ {ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƳŜΣ ƪƛƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻƻΗέ  

άIŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǎŜΦέ  

Without a warning, Bhembe triggers the gun at Tebogo out of 

frustration. 

άbhΗ ¸ƻǳ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛǘŎƘ L ŀƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΗ CǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǘΗέ ¢-

man shouts and forces himself to sit upright, ignoring the pain. 

 

 

άIƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƴƻǿΣ ƘǳƘΚέ .ƘŜƳōŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ 

Nkanyamba to laugh with his squeaky high pitched voice that 

was so irritating. Just when nobody expected it, Bhembe got 

shot on the head, the other guards took action and started 

shooting at where the other gun firings were coming from. T-

man crawled himself to Tebogo to try and save him. 

 

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I kept trying Tebogo's phone the whole morning until it went 

off. Taylor had the same situation with T-man which got us 

ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻȅΩǎ 

night out and also, I did not like how Tebogo left the house. 

Taylor decided to stop by and help me pack clothes in the 

closet and also discuss the disappearance of our men.  

 

 

άLŦ L ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 

ƘƛƳ ŎŀǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ L ǎǿŜŀǊΗέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎƴŜŜǊǎΣ L ƎŀǎǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ  

ά!ƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ LΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ōǳried 

ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǊƭƻǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΦέ  I say as I 

put my shoes in the closet. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƳ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ 

in trouble. All I know is, I am ƳŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƳŀŘ 

ƻǊ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ aȅ ōŀōȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅΦ 



άL ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜŀΧ ²ŀƛǘΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ŀ ōŀōȅΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ōŀōȅΚ hƘ Ƴȅ 

ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΗΚέ L ŀƳ ŦƭŀōōŜǊƎŀǎǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

news, good news! She slowly nods with a smile and holds her 

still flat stomach.  

άCƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎΦέ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 

voice. 

ά²ƻǿΗέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ƳŜ 

before we both throw ourselves on the bed laughing. 

άLϥƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ L Ƙold her hand, 

squeezing it.  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ LϥƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘȅƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 

ƭƛƪŜΚέ L ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƭƻƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ōŜǊ 

Eats app. 

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǘȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ƴƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ order. 

 

 

! ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƎŀǎǇǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

help but freak out. 

ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ 



ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƭŀȄΧέ 

άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƭŘ me that you are pregnant and 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǎǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊΦέ L ƴƻǿ ǊŜƭŀȄΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΧ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ ƻƴŎŜ ǳǎŜŘ 

YŀōȊŀΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǊŀǎŜŘ Ƴȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

If we can call him to find out where our men are, we will worry 

about the rest later. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ  

I am hoping that we get something, at least if we can hear from 

them. Taylor scrolls down to her call log until she gets to 

YŀōȊŀΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ {ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘƛƳΧ 

άLǘΩǎ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άtǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƭƻǳŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻΦ 

 

 

άIƻƭŀΦέ YŀōȊŀ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ  

άYŀōȊŀΣ ƘƛΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  

άYŜ ƎǊŀƴŘΦ YŜ ƻǾŀ ƭŜ ƳŀƴƎΚέ όLϥƳ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ ²Ƙƻϥǎ ǘƘƛǎΚύ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 

for who? He gets straight to business this one. 

ά¦ƘΣ ƪŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ YŜŀΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦΧέ 



ά{ƘƛǘΗέ IŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀƴƎǎ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ bƻǿΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

definitely up. 

άh-Y!¸Η ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǘƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻƴ 

the bed. 

ά{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 

them? GoodnessΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƘŀƭŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦέ aȅ 

tears start forming in my eyes, Taylor moves closer to me and 

wraps her hands around me and lays her head on my shoulder. 

άL ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻƻ ōǳǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

probably out there with a hŜŀǾȅ ƘŀƴƎƻǾŜǊΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άaŀȅōŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ  

 

 

***  

 

 

KABELO (KABZA) KABINDE  

 

 

This is some messed up shit. Last night after getting Tebza's 

ǘŜȄǘΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L 



Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ as me. 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƴ ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀΩǎ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ 

in the township, such a show off. 

 

 

We managed to kill most of the guards before we went in the 

ƘƻǳǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊƛǎƪȅΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ but we had to be strong to save 

our own.  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

all of us. I was shot on my leg, Tiisetso got stabbed on the  and 

as you know 

Advertisement 

T-Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇ ōŀŘƭȅ ŀƴŘΧ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳŀΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ 

to rush him to the hospital. And, with Taylor calling, I am not 

sure how I am going to break the news to them.  

We have our own doctor here in the warehouse treating our 

wounds. My bullet has been removed already and now I am 

being dressed up. I turn to look a T-MAN who is sedated and 

Tiisetso is standing by the window looking out. I sigh. 

 

 



άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ YŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōȊŀϥǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΚ IŜ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƻΦ 

ά9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ WƻΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ 

Tiisetso says. 

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ YŜŀΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

ά/ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦέ L ƴƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ōŀŎƪΦ 

 

 

άYŀōȊŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜōȊŀ ƭŜ ¢-ƳŀƴΦέ {ƘŜ 

says, first thing when she answers. 

ά¦ƘΣ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ƴƻǿΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ   

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΦέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƘŀƪȅΦ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ L ŀƳ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǎŀȅΣ 

bluntly. She sighs. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ¢ŜōȊŀΩǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦέ  

ά{ƘŀǊǇΦέ L ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ άbƻǿΣ L 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦέ 



ά¸ƻǳǊ .ŀǊōƛŜ ŘƻƭƭΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜΦ {ƘŜϥǎ ŀ ǎƴƻō ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΗέ L ŦƭƛƴŎƘ ŀǎ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

get up. The doctor is done nursing my wounds. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

need her coming here to tell us about the dangers of our lives 

anŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǊΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ 

on the bed. 

άCƛƴŜΦέ  

άLϥƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƛǎ bƪŀƴȅŀƳōŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŘȅƛƴƎΦέ L 

almost forgot that we brought that man here. 

ά±ŜƭŜ ƧƛǾŜ ƪŜ ŜƴƎ ƪŀ Řŀŀƛ ƳŀƴΚέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

man?)  

άYŜ Řƛƴƪϥŀ ¢ƘŀƭƭƛǳƳ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΦ ¢-

ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

ŜǾŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦέ  

άL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ¢-a!b ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ƘƛƳΦέ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊΦ 

 

 

***  



 

 

TAYLOR BUTHELEZI 

 

 

We just got to the warehouse and we were welcomed by the 

limping Kabza. I wonder what happened. The house sounds 

very quiet and I am not sure where the others are. Kabza leads 

us to one of the rooms but before we enter, he looks at us and 

heaves a sigh. 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ  

ά! ƭƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎ ƛǎ ƘǳǊǘ ōǳǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ  I am starting to get bored now. I cluck my 

tongue before I slightly push Kabza aside and walk into the 

room.  

 

 



My heart almost drops to my feet at the sight of the person 

lying on the bed. I turn to look at Kabza, he drops his eyes. Kea 

walks in and gasps, putting her hand on her mouth. I put my 

ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘ ŀǎ L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ǎǇŀǎƳƛƴƎΦ aȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

need to be forced out, they just flow. I saunter towards the 

bed, where Thapelo is laying and hold his hand.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ L ŀǎƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎƻ ƭƻǿ ōǳǘΣ YŀōȊŀ 

managed to hear me. 

άIŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŘŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘΣ ƘŜϥƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

question but, I will just leave it that way. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƻƪŀŜΚέ ό²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚύ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ 

walks in the room and clears her throat. She looks at Kabza, 

Kabza looks back at her as if they are communicating with their 

eyes. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ 5ŀƳƳƛǘΗΚέ YŜŀ shouts 

ά/ŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ YŜƪŜΦέ YŀōȊŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΗ ¸Ωŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ 

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŜΚέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƛƴΦ 

I shake my head. 

ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƘŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 



άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ¢-MAN to wake up, he will tell you 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ƎǊŀōǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƪŜȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ 

stay here with T-ƳŀƴΣ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻǊ ǎƻΦέ L 

ƴƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ǎǿƻƭƭŜƴ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

bruises.  

ά! ǊŜ ǾŀȅŜΦέ ό[ŜǘΩǎ ōƻǳƴŎŜΦύ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ YŜŀΦ 

άL ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǘŀȄƛΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ƘŜǊŜΦ {ƛǎǘŜǊΣ ƻǘƭŀōŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŀƪŜǊŜΚέ YŀōȊŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

 

 

ά¸ŜŀƘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ YŜŀ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎƘƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƎ 

ƘŜǊΦ ά/ŀƭƭ ƳŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ L 

can tell that she wants to cry but, she is trying to be strong. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ  

ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ  I break the hug and watch them all leave. I 

sigh as I turn back to the bed. I take off my shoes and lay next 

to my boyfriend. How did things get this far? 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ 

the hospital to see my husband. They are all injured but, only 

my Tebogo is at the hospital, the hospital that I work at.  

I am now permanent at Die Wilgers Hospital, it is a private 

hospital. I am grateful to have my stepdad because, he helped 

me find a permanent post. 

 

 

I am with Tiisetso and we are walking to the ward where 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛǎ ƛƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘ 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  

ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜΚέ L ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ 

nervous for some reason. 

ά¦ƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΧέ {ƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǎƻ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ ƻǳǊ ŘƻŎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦέ  



I decided to keep quiet and ask no more questions. We walked 

down the corridor and we came across a doctor coming out of a 

ward. 

 

 

άIŜȅΣ ¢ŜŜΦ IƻǿΩǎ ƛǘΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻΦ 

άaŀƴΣ L ŀƳ ƻƪŀȅΦ [ƻƻƪΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚ 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ ƘŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

άbƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎΦέ bƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎΚ 

άbƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƳŜΦ ά!b{²9w a9 5!aaL¢Ηέ L 

am loosing it now.  

άYŜƪŜΧέ  

άbƻΣ L ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜ ƴƻǘ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻΚέ aȅ ǘŜŀǊs fill my eyes. 

άaǊǎ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōǳǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ  

ά{ŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘΗΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΚέ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ ά¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳΦέ 



άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ 

 

 

IŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǿŀǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ 

only the beeping sound of the machine makes noise. I am met 

by a man lying lifeless on the bed, connected to the machines, 

he looks like his life depends on the machines. I turn to look at 

the doctor, shaking my head. 

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΧέ  

ά¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ½ŀŎƪ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ L ǘŜƭƭ Ƙim, he narrows his eyes at me. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀϥǎ ǿƛŦŜΚέ IŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƴƻΦέ L ǎŀǳƴǘŜǊ 

backwards. Zack sighs, looking at me with pity eyes. He moves 

closer to me and tries to hold me, I yank his hands away. 

άaŀƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǘ ŀƴŘΧέ  

ά{ƘƻǘΚ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 

ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ Lǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ  



ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘΧέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ Ƙƻƭding a paper cup 

ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ǎƘƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǿŜƴǘ 

through to the diaphragm between the lungs and stomach. We 

done some X-ray scans and, the bullet is stuck where the air is 

supposed to surpass and, it is now balancing the thin line in the 

diaphragm. It is risky to remove the bullet, for now. We can 

only wait until he starts responding 

Advertisement 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΧέ aȅ ōƻŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΣ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻōōƭȅ 

and I am going to collapse to the floor. 

άbƻΦέ L Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƪƴŜŜǎΦ άbhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhΗέ L 

wail out loud. Tiisetso crouch down next to me and gives me a 

side hug, allowing me to cry on her shoulder. 

 

 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦέ ½ŀŎƪ ǎŀȅǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the ward. 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ lifts me up.  

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƘƛƳΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ-we just moved in 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ L ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƳΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΦέ 

άhǘƭƻōŀ ƎǊŀƴŘΚέ ό!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΚύ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά¸ŜŀƘΦέ  

 

 

She brushes my shoulder before walking away. The lump forms 

again on my throat. I burst into tears when the thought of 

Tebogo not pulling through creeps in my mind.  

άhƻƘ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ŀƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƳŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǳǎΦέ L sit on the bed next 

ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳ ǎƘƻǘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

anything. I should call my mother, I need her. 

 

 

***   

 

 

¢I!t9[h ά¢-a!bέ YIh½! 

 

 



Her scent hits my nostrils, I feel her body closer to mine. I so 

badly want to turn and wrap my arms around her but, my body 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻΦ L ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƻǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦŀǊΦ L 

was beaten up to a point where my eyes almost got completely 

shut.  

 

 

She is sleeping peacefully right next to me. I slightly move a 

little so that I can look at her before looking around the room. It 

now hits me that, I am not at my place. Everything comes back 

to me, I now remember the events of last night until early this 

morning. Fuck, my brother got shot last night!  

I lift myself up, slowly trying to get off the bed but the agony on 

Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ 

 

 

ά¢ŜŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƳǳƳōƭŜǎΣ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 

her sleep. 

άL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΧέ L ŦƭƛƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻƳŀch as the pain gets 

deeper. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘΦέ 

L ǎƛƎƘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  



άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ L stand on my feet.  

άIŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ YŜŀΦ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ōŀōŜΦέ L ŦŜŜƭ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ 

now. I woke up next to my woman here after a very deep sleep 

yet I want to focus on other things when the mother of my child 

is here to take care of me. 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ just that, a lot has happened izolo and, my mind 

ƛǎΧέ 

ά{ǎǎƘƘƘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀǎƘōŀǎƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

understanding woman. She first takes care of you before she 

ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōƛǇƻƭŀǊ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ  

She wears her shoes. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ 

άL ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 

able ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

άaŀƳŀƪƘŜΚέ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ 

άaƳƘƘΣ ōŀōŀƪƘŜΚέ  

άbƎƛȅŀƪǳǘƘŀƴŘŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦύ L ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ 

carefully trying not to hurt myself even more. She smiles. 



άbƎƛȅŀƪǳǘƘŀƴŘŀ ƴŀƳƛΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦύ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƎŀǊΚέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪΦέ  

She walks out of the room, I sigh.  

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƘŜ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ 

whenever I am out there, especially since Tebogo was shot, 

ǎƘƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

Keabetswe, his Trophy wife.  

Now there is Nkanyamba. I so badly want to go to the room 

where we have isolated him but then again, L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

expose tailor to my life deeper. I will go there when she is 

sleeping, hopefully Nkanyamba will still be alive then, if he is 

not yet dead. 

***   

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

Life can be so unpredictable at times-just when you think you 

have it by the balls, it slips away. This has been the most 

ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƭȅƛƴƎ 

in hospital, not prepared to wake up and my mother in-law is 

also here, giving me stress. I am just glad that I spend most of 

my time at work taking care of Tebogo now and then.  

 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛŦǘΦ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

frowned when I had to wake up everyday for work but now, I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

As expected, I find Emma, my mother-in-law busy in the 

kitchen. Shame, this is my territory and she will not tell me 

what to do in my own house so, if she is bothered by 

something, she'll deal with it on her own. 

 

 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀΣ ƳƳŜΦέ όDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƳŀΦύ L ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ǎǘƻƻƭΦ {ƘŜ 

turns to look at me. 



άIŜƭƭƻΣ YŜŀΦ {Ŝ ŜƭŜ ƴŀƪƻΚέ όLǎ ƛǘ ǘƛƳŜΚύ 

ά9ȅŀ ŜƳǇŀ ƪŜǎŀ ǎŜǘǎŜ ƪŀƳŜ ǘǎƻǘǎƻ ǇŜƭŜ ƪŜ ǘǎŀƳŀȅŀΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦέ ό¸Ŝǎ ōǳǘΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 

before I go.) I get up to make myself some cereal. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ YŜŀΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

άaŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 

¢ŀƪŜΧέ {ƘŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘōƻȄΣ L ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

taking it. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦέ L ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōŀƎΦ 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ 

when you want to starve yourself to death. That lunchbox 

ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŜƳǇǘȅΦέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦέ  

What? Wow, just wow! How can she say that? I am his fiancé 

and soon to be his wife, what is she trying to tell me? I even lost 

my appetite. 

 

 

άLΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ 

bag, storming out. 



ά¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ƛǎ coming to South Africa, today. He will come and live 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 

almost pops out of my sleeves. 

ά!ƴŘ L ŀƳ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ aŀΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘ ƛŦ 

you talk to me first about certain things, especially that involves 

ƳŜΦέ L ƘǳŦŦΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΣ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜΗ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƪŀ ōǳŀ ƭŜƴƴŀ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ όL ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ me 

ŦƛǊǎǘΧύ {ƘŜ ŎƭǳŎƪǎΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚέ !ǊƎƘΣ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ  

I grab the car keys and walk out. I am taking the GTI to work. 

When he wakes up, he is going to flip when he finds out that 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ōŀōȅΦ 

 

 

***   



 

 

¢hYh[[h 5L/I!.! ό¢9.hDhΩ{ .wh¢I9w) 

 

 

I just landed at the OR Thambo international airport. I am 

waiting for my cab to arrive so that it can take me to my 

brother's house well, I would have booked myself elsewhere 

but, my mother insisted and told me that my brother's wife 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ 

be a lovely woman. I could have brought Dineo, my wife too 

but unfortunately, work is work.  

I am planning to move back here in South Africa soon, 

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 5ƛƴŜƻ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦ L ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

nationality to be South Africa so 

Advertisement 

soon maybe four months before she gives birth, we'll be 

moving back here, close to our loved ones. 

 

 

My cab just arrived. I throw my luggage in the backseat before 

hoping in. 



ά9ƛǘŀΦέ L ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ 

ά{ǳǊŜΦέ  

 

 

He drives off. 

 

 

***   

 

 

After paying the driver, I get off the car and make my way to 

the gate and buzz it twice before my mother responds and 

opens the gate for me. 

I walk in making my way to the front door. When I get there she 

already opened the door, waiting for me with a huge smile, 

wow. Still the beautiful woman that I last saw a year ago. Only 

when I embrace her is where I realise how much I have missed 

her. 

 

 

άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ōƻȅΚέ 



άL ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜ ƳŀΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ L ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎΣ ǎƘŜ ŎǳǇǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΦ 

Her eyes are glossy like she wants to cry. 

άLΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƴƎǿŀƴŀƪŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀdly says. 

άL ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƳŜ ƘƭŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΣ ǎƻ 

ƳǳŎƘΦέ L ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŀŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 5ƛƴŜƻΣ 

L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ ²Ŝ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘΦ 

ά{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ work and deadlines. You know, being an editor can be 

ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ aŀƪƻǘƛ ƛǎ ǎƘŜΚ {ƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

you need her the most. His brother in-ƭŀǿ ƛǎΧέ  

άaƳŜ ƘƭŜΣ L ŀƳ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻing to stop 

ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ LΩƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΚ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ 

ǎǘŀȅǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΧ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ƻƪŀŜ aŀƪƻǘƛ ƻƳǳƴȅŀƴŜΚέ 

(Where is the young bride?) 

ά!ƛΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΧέ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻnly giving my wife a hard 

ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻƻΦ ά{ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ 

ǳǇ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ L Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊΦ ά{ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 

her house. She wants me ask for her permission to do things in 

ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀƳe way she used to do 

with Dineo. 



ά.ǳǘ ƳƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǎƻ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

ά{ƻΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ .ϧ.Σ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǎǘŜ 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊΚέ 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ L ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΚέ L ask, she keeps quiet and takes 

ƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ŎǳǇǎΦ άaŀΗέ 

άL ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

unbothered. 

άDƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΧέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ ά!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΚ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿΦέ 

ά5ƛŜ ²ƛƭƎŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ Ƙƛǎ wife there, she works 

ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎŜ wƻǾŜǊΦέ  

άbƻ ƳŀΣ ƴƻΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ōǳǘΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ 

wife. I will need to ask her first. And besides, Tebogo 

ompoleletse hƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ {ƘŜ 

shrugs looking bored. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

 

 

***   



 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

His body moved a little, I touched him hoping that he will move 

again but he stopped. I thought I imagined it but, he moved 

once more and his body started to shake, trembling 

uncontrollably. I freaked out not understanding what was 

happening. 

 

 

I start panicking, pressing the emergency button and screaming 

out for help. My face is damp wet from my tears. I think I 

swallowed Ƴȅ ƳǳŎǳǎ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ 

pull me out of the ward but I keep kicking and screaming, 

begging them to let me go, I want to be with my husband, he 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΗΗΗέ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ L ǎƛƴƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 

the floor as they shut the door on my face. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

Today is another day and I feel so much better than yesterday. I 

woke up before my mother in-law and prepared breakfast for 

everyone. As I was busy, I hummed a song, (Gangster Love) that 

Tebogo used to sing for me. My man is ghetto but, he knows 

how to be romantic. 

 

 

Someone cleared their throat behind me, I got startled before 

ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΦ 

ά¦ƘΣ IƛΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ǎŎŀƴ ƘƛƳΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ 

yesterday as I was devastated but today, I can see him clearly. 

Him and Tebogo look very much alike, wow. You would swear 

they are twins. They look more like their father, you'd swear he 

once denied them. Tokollo is more bigger than Tebogo, and 

handsome too. 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǎƴŀǇ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ άIƻǿ 

ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά±ŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ ά¦ƘƳΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΚ LŦ L 

ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΧέ  

άbƻΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜΦ L ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜǘ 

the table for three. 

άbŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άWǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƎ ƻŦ ƧǳƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŘƎŜΦέ  

 

 

After a few minutes, Emma joins us and we all gather around 

the table. 

άaƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜǘǎΣ ǿŜ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ ά¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

come and visit us more often. We never have such scrumptious 

ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘΦέ  

άaƳŜΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΚ I am happy that my Tebogo 

ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǳǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΚέ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ 

asks. 



άL ŀƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǎƻΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ 

ǎƘƛŦǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǎŜΣ Lϥƭƭ Ǝƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƘƛƳΦέ 9ƳƳŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ άaŀƪƻǘƛ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǘΦέ L 

nod and bow my head as we join hand. 

άIŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

have given us. I pray for the food that is before us and I pray for 

everyone in this room. Keep us safe, everyday and night in 

WŜǎǳǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƳŜƴΦέ  

ά!ƳŜƴέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΦ L ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŀǿΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ōǳǘΣ 

¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊŜǎ ōŀŎƪΦ L 

pull my hand away, confused. He clears his throat and looks at 

his food. He is weird. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TOKOLLO DICHABA 

 

 



I knew Kea from the picture. I have seen my brother posting 

him on WhatsApp and I never thought that she is way more 

beautiful in person.  

 

 

My mother left long ago to the hospital and I am getting ready 

for the visit. I am going to use the time that is left before we go 

to the hospital to get to know Kea. She is interesting and I want 

to get to know her, just to see what drove my brother to her. 

After brushing my short trimmed hair, I washed my hands and 

walked out of the bathroom going to the living room. I find her 

talking so formal on the phone, it must be serious. I sit on 

couch and wait for her to finish.  

 

 

ά¸ŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ to wake up 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΧ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ Řƻ ǎƻΧ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧ 

hƪŀȅΣ ƎƻƻŘ ōȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŜŀǊΦ 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ {!! 

Advertisement 



¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ L 

ask. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ  

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ōŀƎΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ŀ 

ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŎǳǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊŜǎΣ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊΦ 5ŀƳƴΗ 

{ƘŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘΦ {ŜŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

navy blue health professions' uniform is just a turn on. Okay, let 

me sustain myself. I have a wife that I love. 

 

 

A few minutes later, she comes back holding her hand bag and 

keys on her hand. 

άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

taking the Range Rover. I get nervous when driving big cars, I 

ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά¦ƘΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ aȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊΣ 

ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜΦέ  

άhƘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚ L ǿŀs hoping to meet 

ƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 



ά²ƻǊƪ ƘŜƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ōǳǘΣ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘǊŀƎ ƘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΦέ L ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ ά{Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŜΚέ L Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

 

 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ !ǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǎƘŜ ŘǊƻǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅs. We both go 

down to pick the keys up and we accidentally bumped our 

heads, hard. 

άhǳŎƘΗέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ 

gets up. I pick up the keys. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΚ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎŜŜΦέ L ǎǘŜǇ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

and hold her face ά5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƘǳǊǘΚέ 

άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎǳǊŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ {ƘŜ ƭƛŦǘǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇΦ IŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ 

mine, I am tempted to move my face to hers so that our lips 

could collide. I slowly move my fingers on the side of her face, 

she slightly close her eyes but opens them. I move closer and 

closer to her but, before I could do anything, the front door 

gets opened disturbing this moment. We quickly separate away 

from each other, clearing the imagine something on our 

throats. 



 

 

άL ŀƳ ōŀŎƪΗ !ǊƎƘΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ getting better. Seeing him breathing 

on his own there brought me so much joy, I am sure that he will 

wake up very soon. He moved his fingers when I was there but, 

ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ IŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 

signs that he wants to respond.έ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ 

άhƘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¦ƘƳΣ ȅŜǎΦ LΧ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ YŜŀ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƪŜȅǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ  

ά¸ŜǎΧ hƻƘ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƻǳǘΦ 

άLǎ ǎƘŜ ƻƪŀȅΚέ aȅ ƳƻƳ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¦ƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΚ aƻƳΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ L ŀƭǎƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

 ***   

 

 



The drive was very quiet. Even when we walk down the 

corridors of the hospital, we are not talking to each other. We 

ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǿŀǊŘ ōǳǘΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

nurse changing the bedsheets to the clean ones. Kea looks at 

me with tears already falling out of her eyes. She is 

hyperventilating, and she almost falls down but, I catch her 

before she falls. 

 

 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŜΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΗΚέ {ƘŜ ǿŀƛƭǎ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

nurse runs towards us.  

ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ YŜŀΚ Lǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ L ŀǎƪ ŀǎ L ŎŀǊǊȅ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ L ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƳŜ 

but, I am much stronger than her. 

άbǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  

The nurse just looks at me without saying anything. She looks at 

the sad Keabetswe in awe, shaking her head. 

άbǳǊǎŜΚέ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

The most scariest thing to ever happen to you is when you 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

and same position right where you left it but, the moment you 

find it misplaced, you start going crazy without even asking. I 

am freaking oǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ōŜŘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

empty. I want to think positive but this can be two ways, he can 

ōŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŀŘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǘƻ 

think that you lost someone very close to you.  

 

 

Doctor Thompson runs in the room. 

άL ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ bǳǊǎŜ ½ǿŀƴŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƪΚ 

{ƛǎǘŜǊ aƻƭƛǎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΦ 

ά5ƻŎ ŜǊǊϥΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻΚ 

As you can see, his wife here has already concluded everything 

on her own, ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƘȅǇŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ǘŜƭƭǎ ½ŀŎƪΦ !ǎ ƛŦ L 

am not here or I am deaf. I roll my eyes and cluck my tongue. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΚέ  



άYŜŀΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦέ !ƛΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǎ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΚ IŜ ƛǎ 

starting to annoy me, argh. 

ά¦ƘƳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ Ŧrom the intensive care unit (ICU) to 

ǿŀǊŘ рΦέ L ǎƛǘ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

just being said. 

άIǳƘΚ ²ƘŀǘΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿƻƪŜ ǳǇ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƎƻΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

mother left. He is probably expecting you to walk in. I have 

already told him how much you spent almost all your time with 

ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΦέ L 

jump off taking my bag. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΗέ L ǎŀȅΦ ½ŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜ ½ǿŀƴŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

each other. I prance to the door. 

άYŜŀΣ ǿŀƛǘΗέ ¸ƻƻƻƘΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎǿŜŀǊ L ƎŀǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΦ 

ά¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇΗέ L Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊǎΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 



 

 

I have been in a deep sleep for a month and a few days as doc 

½ŀŎƪ ǎŀȅǎ ōǳǘ ŘŀƳƴΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ŘŀƳƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L 

was out for so long, YŜŀ ƳǳǎǘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ƘŀǊŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ 

when she moved in with me but I have already put her through 

a lot. The doc already mentioned that she was always here, it 

was like her second home.  

 

 

IΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘŜǊΣ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ L ŦŜƭǘ ƘŜǊ 

too. I can still remember how I left her that night. She was 

angry at me, and I did that to her. She needed me but I chose to 

go and get shot. She asked me where I was going but, I was 

more focused in my thug life. This reminds me of the time 

when I was still a child. I would leave home without saying 

where I was going, leaving my mother worried. She would 

always reprimand me saying; what if something happens to me 

but, just because I chose not to say, they will never know 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

find me? Look at me, today. I was shot and I am lying on the 

hospital bed. 



 

 

L ŦŜŜƭ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ L ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ 

enough to feel her when she is around me. Her scent force me 

to turn my head to the direction of the door. There she is, 

looking forever sexy in her navy blue nurse uniform. Her pants 

tracing her curves so beautifully. Only now do I realise how 

much I missed her. If it was any other day, I would have jumped 

up and opened my arms for her. 

ά¢ŜōΧ ¢ŜōƛΦέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƘŀƪȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ L ƻǇŜƴ 

my hand for her. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 5ŀƳƴΣ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ƘǳǊǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

to my bed.  

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΧέ She bursts into tears. I 

hold her hand tighter, assuring her that, all is well and it is 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜΦ LΩƳ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ {ǎƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ  

άhǘƭƻ ƴƪŜǘǎŀ ƎƻǊŜ ƪŜƭƭŜ ƭŜƴƴŀΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ (You are going to make 

me cry.) She chuckles. Just that little smile, warming my heart. I 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ L/¦ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ bƻǘ ǘƻ 

even mention if I had died, what would have been of my wife. 



ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƛŜŘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ 

as I endure the pain. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜ 

ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ǝǳƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέ {ƘŜ ŦǊŜŜǎ ƘŜǊ 

hand from mine, frowning. Did I say something wrong? 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƧƻƪŜ ƴŜƘΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƴŀǇǎΣ ŘŀƳƴ Ƴȅ ŘƛŎƪ 

twitched.  

άhƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ was a bad joke. Ke sorry, mamasi neh, my 

ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦ hƘΣ Ƴȅ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ !{!tΦ ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ 

the edge of the bed. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀōǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ She shrugs. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻƴŜΚ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ !{!t ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ 

messy there. Plus, my hospital bill is probably higher, I should 

ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƳŜ ōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŜŘΦέ  

ά!ƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦ ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ Iƻǿ 

are you ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚέ 

ά{ŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀǎ ŜǊŀǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ YŜŀƎƻ 

ǊŀǘŀΣ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L ƘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

άYŜŀƎƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ƘƭŜ [ŜƴƴŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦύ ά¸ƻǳ ōǊƻΧέ 



 

 

άYƴƻŎƪ ƪƴƻŎƪΦ IƻǇŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ L ƎǳŜǎǎ YŜŀ 

wanted to say that my brother is here. He walks in with a smirk 

ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚ 

5ŀƳƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǇŀƛƭΗέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

ά¢YΣ Ƴŀƴ L ŀƳ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  

άIƻǿ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΚ LϥƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅou belong 

ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ƻǘǎǿŀƴŀΚέ  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ϥǿƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ {!Κϥ L Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ 

yesterday and I am here to stay! I just called mom to let her 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΦέ ¢ƻƪƻƭlo and jokes. Kea clears her 

throat. 

 

 

άLϥƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άh ƎǊŀƴŘΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ 

άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ άL ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

two hours before my shift starts. I will go and get you toiletries 

at The Grove Mall since it's just around the corner. 



άhƪŀȅΦ DŜǘ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜŜǘΣ ǊŜŀƭ ŦƻƻŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻǳǎȅ 

ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻƻŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ bƻǿ L ŀƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

her. 

ά{ƳƻƪƻΚέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚύ ¢Y ŀǎƪǎΦ L ǎƘǊǳƎ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ. 

άaŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦέ L ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 5Κ 

²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

TK pulls a chair before he sits right next to my bed and tells me 

all about Botswana. 

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

L ŀƳ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ things. I got him also 

briefs, I will bring some of his things tomorrow or give them to 

his mother for when she comes to visit his son. I walk pass the 

ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǿŀǊŘΦ L ōǳƳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƭŜǎ 

wearing formal suits. I greet them before passing them, they 

greet me back. 



 

 

άaǊǎ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΚέ hƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜΚ 

ά¸ŜǎΚέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ǎǘƻǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΦ 

άhƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊΦ L ŀƳ 9ƴȊƻƪǳƘƭŜ aŀȅƛȊŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜΣ 

9ǊƛŎ .ǳǊƎŜǊΦέ hƘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

άhƘ ȅŜǎΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {!!Σ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ  They nod. 

ά¸ŜǎΦ ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 9ǊƛŎ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ōǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΣ Ƙƛǎ 

Trophy Wife. Does your boyfriend do that too?  

άhƪŀȅΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǿŀǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

brother. 

 

 



ά.ŀōŜΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΗέ L ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ 

on the table. It is enough for him and his brother, to even eat 

later. I put the other things in the cabinet next to his bed. 

ά¸ƻǿΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳŀΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƪŜ 

uǇΚέ 9ƴȊƻƪǳƘƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άaƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ ƳŀƴΦ ¸Ωŀƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ƳŜΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άbƻΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΦέ 9ǊƛŎ ƧƻƪƛƴƎƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ 

before they laugh. 

άhƪŀȅ ōƻȅǎΣ L ŀƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛŦǘΦέ L 

ǇŜŎƪ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǎƻŦǘ ƭƛǇǎΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊe that his lips were 

ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊƛǎŜŘΦ ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ tƛǘȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊŘ ōǳǘΣ L 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƻƪŀȅΦέ  

άhƪŀȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦέ  

The gentlemen in the room clear their throats, I laugh.  

 

 

άL ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƻǎƪΦ Lϥƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ 

follows me out. 

άYŜŀΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪΚέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

ά!ōƻǳǘΚέ  



ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΚέ L ŦƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΚέ L ŀǎƪ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¦ƘƳΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘΧέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ 9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΗΚέ L shout in a 

whisper before leaving him standing like a fool. He is so 

annoying that one argh!  

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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Please balance me here. When you get married, is it a must to 

always have sex with your spouse like literally everyday? And 

not just once a day but, many times in a day? I am here, 

sneaking my way around the house trying not to wake up the 

ƘǳƴƎǊȅ [ƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƻǿ ōŀƴǘŀǎŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ L ŀƳ 

very much exhausted! Where does Tebogo get all the appetite 

beŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƴŀ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ 

my grandmother for the weekend. 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

obviously, he has healed but the scar will be there forever. He 

had paused a little on the illegal life, so he says. He has been 

more focused on the SAA and I must say, things are going 

pretty well there for him. All in all, we are happy. 

 

 



I take an overnight bag and pack my clothes quietly. I will only 

wake him up when I am ready to leave because, if I do now. The 

effort that I took to bath will be in vain.  

When I am done, I take my bag walking out of the closet. I find 

him sitting on the edge of the bed with the duvet covering his 

lower body. He smirks, scanning me from head to toe. I am 

wearing tight jeans and sneakers for safety measures.  

 

 

ά¢ǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǘŎƘ ƳŜΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ƭŀǳƎƘ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚέ L ǿŀƭƪ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ōŀƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ 

unbothered. He raise his eyebrow, looking at me skeptically. I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΦ 

άwŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ǎǘŜǊƴƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¢ƻ ƪƻƪƻϥǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ IŜ 

tilts his head looking at me, like he wants to register what I 

have just said. 

ά²ŀǊŜƴƎΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΚύ Iƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΦ aȅ 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǇŀƭǇƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 

ά²Ƙƻ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΚ ²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΚέ IŜ 

removes the duvet getting up, exposing his naked body. He 



ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇǎŜǘΣ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘΦ L 

follow him into the bathroom. 

άtŀǇŀǎƛΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ L 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪΣ Ƴȅ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

through the most yoh!  

άL ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ IŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊΦ 

άYŜ ƪƻǇŀ ƻǎŀƴϥ ƪǿŀǘŜƭŀ ƘƭŜΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ όtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘΦύ  

ά²Ƙƻ ǎŀƛŘ L ŀƳΚ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ōŀŎƪΦέ IŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

I sigh, getting out of the bathroom. I tidy our room before I 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊΦ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

because, I live here full time and hoya kanna, I would have only 

moved in with him after our wedding.  

I throw myself on the couch, putting my left hand on my chest. 

I look at it and sigh. When is he planning on getting me an 

engagement ring because, I need it, I want it. But anyway, let 

me just watch TV and forget about a lot of things. I still need to 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ Ƴŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀȄŜǎΦ 

 

 

***   



 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I walk down the stairs, fixing the collar of my golf shirt. I reach 

the last step and walk towards the kitchen. I take a can of a 

440ml Heineken and open it going to the living room. I sit next 

to Kea and imbibe my drink.  

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ YŀǊŘŀǎƘƛŀƴǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƎƭǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢±Φ 

άL ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ 

Saturday, 2:30PM. Kabza has said that he is making some 

smaller nyana braai at his place. I think we will pass there 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŘǊƻǇ YŜŀ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  

L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ but 

ŎϥƳƻƴΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ L ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƻΦ  

I turn to her and put my arm around her. She looks at me 

before looking back at the TV. My trophy wife. 



 

 

Why is she my trophy wife? 

Well, I have a lot of money, I am low-ƪŜȅ ǊƛŎƘ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

know. She just kƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ L ŀƳ 

willing to make it rain on her, whatever she wants she will get 

it. Except that 

I might have to disagree with some of the things like, resigning 

ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

work. There is no way I was going to make her do that; I like my 

women independent. She can use the salary she earns that is 

nothing compared to the money I make in the heists to do her 

hair, nails and all those things that woman do but, I will take 

care of other things. I am going to give her the Kardashian life. I 

love this woman. 

Another thing, she is beautiful and she's got style. She is young 

and attractive. Definitely makes the symbol of a Trophy wife to 

ŀ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ Ŧamily with 

her. After putting the ring on that finger as she says, I am most 

definitely knocking her up although I wish to do that, right 

now.  

 

 



ά¢ŜōƛΣ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ 

ƭƻƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀŘƳƛǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ-self.  

άbƻΣ ŀ ǊŜ ǾŀȅŜΦέ ό[ŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦύ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎΦ {ƘŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ 

behind. I finish off the alcohol in the can before disposing it in 

the rubbish bin.  

 

 

We both get in my car before driving out. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǘΣ Ŏŀƴ 

LΚέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άhǘƭŜǘǎŜ ƪŀ ƳŜǘƭŀŜ YŜŀΦέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭΦύ  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚέ  

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ me to drive you back to the house so you could 

ǎǳƭƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ bŎƻƴƻ ƻ ǾŀȅŜ WƻΦέ όȅƻǳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

ƭŜŀǾŜΦύ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΦ ά9ƴǘƭŜƪΣ ŀƪŜ ŎŀǾƛ ƘƻǊŜ ǿƘȅ ƻ ōŀǘƭƻ Ǿŀȅŀ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴΦέ όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƎƻΦέ 

I cluck my tongue. 



άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΗέ 

She raising her voice at me? I give her a side stare before 

turning back to the road. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΣ 

yesterday. And who even said that you are going to other 

ǇƭŀŎŜǎΚ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻΦέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǊƎƘΗέ {ƘŜ ǎǳƭƪǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

of the window. I shake my head as I drive through the main 

ƎŀǘŜ ŀǘ YŀōȊŀΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 

too many questions. The ones on duty today know me so, they 

not giving me any problem.  

 

 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

ǘƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Yƻƪƻ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ L ǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƭǿŜƭŀ ǘǎƘŜƭŜ ƳŀƳŀǎƛ ǘǳǳΦέ 

άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗέ 

άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΗέ  

άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΗέ [h[Η L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ 

seems to forget me this one. 



I grab her hand into mine and squeeze it. 

 

 

άL ŘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ {ƘŜ Ǝrins as she feels the 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ ά{ŀȅ ƛǘΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘŀƴǘǊǳƳǎΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΗέ 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ {ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎΣ L ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

seat.  

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ YŜŀΦ {ǳŘdenly you are 

ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΚ bƻ ƳŀƴΣ ƻǘƭƻ ƳōƻǊŀΦέ {ƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ 

with tears falling down to her hands. 

We stay in the car for a while in silence until someone knocks 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ YŜŀ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΣ 

look outside. I sigh and open the door walking out.  

 

 

ά¢ŀȅ ¢ŀȅΦ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ½ǳƭǳ ōŀōȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ IŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

ά!ǊƎƘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŎƪƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘǎ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳΦ ά¢ƘŜ 

guys are all in the back yarŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΦέ L ƭŜŀƴ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΚ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ 

{ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ L ǎƛƎƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǎƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ 



the atmosphere between Kea and I. I'LL leave them to talk 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ άƎƛǊƭǎ ǘŀƭƪέΦ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ L ƭŜŀǾŜ 

them. 

 

 

***   

 

 

I am sitting with the guys outside the patio. I have the clear 

view of Kea in the living room and I am so glad to see her 

laughing. I thought she'll be sulking the whole day but, she has 

relaxed. 

ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ¢ŜōȊŀΚέ YŀōȊŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

idea what he is asking about. I was lost in my thoughts. 

άIǳƘΣ ¦ƘƳΧ ǿƘŀǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ŘǳƳōŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

laughing. These men have deep voice even in their laughs. They 

causing the women to turn to us and ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

all laughing at me. I chuckle shaking my head. 

άbƻΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΦ aŀȅōŜ YŜŀ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ WƻΦέ ¢-man says. 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΧ ƻƴ ƳŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΚέ ¢-MAN asks. 



ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅΦ .ǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

carry my wallet to the club so, I am definitely in! We got the 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǇŜƴŘŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΗέ YŀōȊŀ ŀŘŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƻƭΦ 

ά{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

game. I need more money Eish plus that hospital bill chowed 

ƳŜΦέ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

seems to be enough, we want more. 

άL ǿŀǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ¢-Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳȅǎΦ ²Ŝ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜ ƻƴΦέ L ƴƻŘ. 

ά!ƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǎƻΣ L ŀƳ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƴŜŜŘ ƛȊŀƪŀΦέ aƻǊŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƘŜ 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴΦ 

 

***   

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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Later on, I was driving Kea to her ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 

music very loud. In any other day she would have turned it off 

herself but not today. She is angry. Which is why I am playing 

the music out loud, just to avoid saying wrong things to her. I 

am too tipsy for that. 

 

 

'I love you (I love you) 

I want you (I want you) 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

I live for  

!ƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ 

I love you 

I need you 

What can I do to make  

You see 



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ  

Me' 

 

 

The song bursts on the speakers and I sing along to it. I direct 

the lyrics ǘƻ YŜŀ ōǳǘΣ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻƴ 

me.  

 

 

I park the car outside koko's house. I decrease the volume and 

as we both get off the car. I take out her bag in the backseat of 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΦ L ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊΦ 

She knocks at the door before Koko opens. She looks at us with 

questioning looks. 

άYŜŀΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚ !Ŧŀ ǘǎƻǘƭŜ Řƛ ƭƻƪƛƭŜΚέ όLǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƪŀȅΚύ 

{ƘŀƳŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƻƭŘ ƭŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 

that question. She was not expecting to see us here, especially 

Kea who was here two days in a row. She makes a way for us to 

walk in but I stay on the door and let Kea walk in. 

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀ YƻƪƻΦ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ {ƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

woken you up from your sleep but, I brought Kea. She wants to 

spend the night ƘŜǊŜΦέ 



άhƘΚ YŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦέ 

Exactly my thought! 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ 

but not let go of it, she stares at me.  

ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƘƻƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΦέ Yƻƪƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΦ YŜŀ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎΦ 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ L ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΚέ 

She shrugs, I sigh. 

άhƪŀȅ ǘƘŜƴΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ L ƳƻǾŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

try to kiss her but, she looks away. Wow! I put the bag on the 

ŎƘŀƛǊΦ ά{ƪŀǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƎƻΦ Yŀƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƭƻōŀ ǎƘŀǇΦ 5ƛƭƻ ǘǎŜŘƛ 

ǎƴŀȄ ǘǎŜ Řƛǘƭƻ ŦŜƭŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦ 

These ridiculousness will come to an end.) 

 I close the door after walking out. 

 

 

***   

 

 



As expected, Channel M is packed and the ladies in here are 

wild. We are chilling at the VIP side and our table is full of 

beverages. From Whiskey, to Beer, it is all here. We are here to 

have the time of our lives. We are joined also by other people 

here and I must say, we brought all the attention to us. Life is 

good! 

 

 

ά[ŀŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƳŜΗέ L ǎŀȅΣ 

ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLŎŜ ¢ǊƻǇŜȊ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ aƻŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅǎΦ L 

turn to look at the Waiter.  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅΦ aŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ нп LŎŜ ¢ǊƻǇŜȊ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎ 

ƻŦ aƻŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ōŀōȅΗέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

music playing.  

 

 

ά/ƘƻƳŜŜ ŀǊŜȅŜ {ŀƴŘǘƻƴ 

/ƘƻƳŜŜ ŀǊŜȅŜ {ŀƴŘǘƻƴΗέ   

We sing along the song as we dance. I imbibe the Hennessy 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ half straight from the bottle. 



 

 

ά9ŀǎȅ ƳŀƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘΗέ YŀōȊŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 

άL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘ ōŀŎƪΦ IŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ άYƻ ōŜǘƘŀ ǎƛȄ 

ƴƻƴŜΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ όL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘΣέ L ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

On my way, down the passage, I bump into ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΧ ƳƻǊŜ 

like he bumped into me, stepping on my FAVOURITE 

SNEAKERS! FUCK! 

 

 

ά²ŀǘŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪΗΚέ L ǇǳǎƘ ƘƛƳΦ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƳŀƴΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΗ ¸ƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴŜȄt time, 

ŦƻƻƭΗέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

άL ǎŀƛŘ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ŘǳŘŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘŜŘ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ 

has kicked in. I am drunk and feel like killing right now. 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ  

 

 



I move closer to him and punch him on his stomach. He groans 

bending down, holding his stomach. 

ά{ŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǘŎƘ 

nigga bitch punched me on my face. I hold the side of my face 

where he punched me, I grin looking at him. 

I push him and give him an uppercut. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΚέ L 

knee him and that brought him down on his knees but his black 

ass is stubborn, he gets up in a speed of light and kicks me on 

my stomach 

I stagger back as I feel the pain.  

άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ƘŜƭǇΗέ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ 

audience. Some want to break the fight and some are taking 

pictures and videos. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǇǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀ punch to the 

direction of his face but, he catches it and uses the other hand 

to punch me directly on my eye. It hurts. 

 

 

My vision on the eye got a little blurry but, can see. Just when I 

was trying to nurse  my eye, he kicks me on my leg, I kneel 



down with one leg, heavily breathing. My demeanor  gets ugly 

ƴƻǿΦ aȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΧ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 

being described as 'Ruthless' from it. My gun! I reach out for it 

on my waist. People start screaming. 

 

 

Ek se, Tebza! Ska yetsa daai ding! A rŜ ǾŀȅŜΦέ ό5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ [Ŝǘ 

go!) Kabza and T-man approach with bouncers. Bouncers who 

are nothing to my size. They are nothing those ones, I might as 

well put their heads together and knock them out. 

 

 

L ŎƻŎƪ Ƴȅ ƎǳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƛt on 

himself, now.  

ά!ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ L ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŎŜǊǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ 

ά.ǳǘ LΩƳƳŀ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳΣ ƘŜ 

screams like a girl. Everyone screams. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅ ȅƻǳ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘΗ CǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ 

holding his bleeding arm. 

άhƘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΦέ ¢-man and Kabza laugh. 



ά{ǘƻǇ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΦέ YŀōȊŀ ŀŘŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ōƻǳƴŎŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ 

that they are scared. I chuckle. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ άDŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ 

the girls because, reya ko Kasi at my house! We are going to 

ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΦέ  

ά²ŜƴŀΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ YŜŀ ƛǎ Ǝoing to kill you 

ƴƻǿΦέ ¢-man spoils my mood. 

άaŜƴǘƛƻƴ YŜŀ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎΦέ 

They chuckle. 

 

 

***   

 

 

άIƻǿ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊƳΚέ ! Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀǎǇȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǳƎƭȅ ǎŎŀǊ 

on his right cheek stands by the door way, crosses his leg to the 

other and folds his arms. 

άbƎƛ ƎǊŀƴŘΣ ōƻȊȊŀΦ ǳaŀƳ bƻȊƛ ƴǳǊǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦέ ΦόL ŀƳ 

okay boss.) 

άDǊŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘΣ ƪǳǎƘƛǎǿŜƴƛΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚύ ¢ƘŜ 

boss asks. 



ά¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƳŀǘǳǊŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎǊŀȊȅ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ .ǳǘΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳt recognise his voice izolo. Bozza 

yami, It took me back to the time when we were ambushed. 

¢ƘŜ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜŀŘ ōǳǘΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ ΨDŜƴǘǎΗ 

Look out for trackers because, I found one'. Boss, I think we 

found our lead.  

The boss walks in further and then grabs the chair and sits 

down. 

ά¦ƴƎŀǘƘƛ ǳƴŜ ƴŘŀōŀΣ YƻǇȊŜƴΦέ ό¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΦύ ά!ǊŜ 

ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƻ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

ƎǳǘΦέ YƻǇȊŜƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǎ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǘƻƻΧ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ wǳǘƘƭŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

once got arrested for Killing all four security guards who were 

escorting five Million Rand in a fidelity and walked away with all 

the money. Even ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴǎƻƭǾŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǎǎ 

widens his eyes. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΗ 5ŀƳƳƛǘΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀǊǎŜΦέ IŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ŀ 

ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΚέ 

ά! ƭƻǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΦέ  



άL ŀƳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǎǎ ƭŜŀƴǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ the couch. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

L ŀƳ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊ 

ƴŀƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 

woken up by the best head. She goes deeper and deeper and I 

have my toes curled. I hold her weave as I help her move up 

and down. She gags here and there and I moan, closing my 

eyes.  

 

 

KEABETSWE!  

She appears in my eyes as soon as I closed my eyes. 

Dammit! 



 

 

άDŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇΦ {ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƪƛǎǎ ƳŜ 

ōǳǘΣ L ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ άL ǎŀƛŘ ōŜƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦέ L ǎǘŜǊƴƭȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ 

ƘǳŦŦǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƻƭŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 

and not even once have I kissed her. I only wanna smash, no 

need to involve feelings, I have my wife for that  

!ƎŀƛƴΣ YŜŀΗ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ L ŀƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ no good.  She is 

haunting me. 

I get the condom before tearing off the wrapper. I put it on and 

position my dick on her opening. I slowly slide in, imagining 

Keabetswe. I have made peace that I am going to see her face 

but, I quickly open them because, it feels wrong thinking about 

her when I am smashing some whore's booty.  

I hold her waist and start going faster. 

άCǳŎƪΗ !ŀŀƘƘΦέ L ƳƻŀƴΧ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 



25 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I am now calling Tebogo for fifth time and his phone rings until 

it takes me to voicemail. I wonder where he is, I am worried 

sick about him. I saw the video that is trending on Twitter and 

boy, oh boy; #TEBZA is blowing up on my news feed. And I am 

also dragged in that because, I am the wife. Gosh, does Tebogo 

ever use his head!? What if he goes to jail? What if they come 

after him?  

 

 

I am in shock. Seeing my husband use a gun on someone like 

ǘƘŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ L ǿŀǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘŎƘƻƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

What pushed him that far and where was T-man and Kabza? 

Sigh. 

I need to go back to the house, I have to go back now! I am not 

even taking a bath. 

After typing up my bedroom, I take my things walking out of my 

room. My grandmother is up already, having her morning tea in 

the living room. 



 

 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ YƻƪƻΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǘŀying for breakfast. I have to 

ǊǳǎƘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ Ŏŀō ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

άYŜŀΣ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƪŀȅΚ L ƳŜŀƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ 

She asks, sounding worried. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΚ LϥƳ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜ YƻƪƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ 

looking at her. 

άYŜŀΣ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ you and I know when you are not okay. If 

things are too much for you to handle, do not hesitate coming 

ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ŦŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άYƻƪƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

Ncediso. I know what she wants to say so, I am going to ignore 

her. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōǊǳǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ 

ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻΦέ {ŀǊŎŀǎƳΗ  

άaȅ Ŏŀō ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ DƻƻŘōȅŜ ƪƻƪƻ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΗέ L Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

***   



 

 

As soon as the taxi stops, I get off, searching for the gate's 

remote in Ƴȅ ōŀƎΦ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L ƎŜǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

opening it before running into the house.  

 

 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ άtŀǇŀǎƛΗ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΗΚέ L 

look around going upstairs. I get to our bedroom and the bed is 

clean and tidy, like no one slept there. The bed is how I left it 

yesterday.  

 

 

I drop my bags on the floor and walk out of the room going to 

ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎŜ wƻǾŜǊΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 

like he came back home last night. 

Oh my God, what if something happened to him? God, please 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΦ  

 

 

L ǿŀƭƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŘƛŀƭƛƴƎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ 

on the third ring, heavily breathing. 



άaƳƘΧέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŘǳŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΧ h-kay. 

ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ƘƛΦ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ if Tebogo is somehow 

with T-aŀƴΚέ  

άhƻƻƘƘΣ ȅŜǎΧέ  

ά{ƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚέ  

άIǳƘΧ ƳƳƳƘƘΧ {ƻǊǊȅΣ ǿƘŀǘΚέ hƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǊƭΗ {ƘŜ 

is having sex. 

ά!ǊƎƘ ƴƻΗέ L ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ L Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

still no answer. I go upstairs logging in on Facebook, my 

notifications are blown out! I breathe, breathing my tears away. 

Let me just take a bath and relax myself. Maybe I am worrying 

myself over nothing. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 



I get up from the bed, stretching myself. I glance at the girl 

sleeping on my bed and sigh. I hit her ass, waking her up.  

 

 

ά9ȅΣ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƻ ǾŀȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƳǳƳōƭŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊΦ ά9ƪ 

ǎŜΗ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳƻƪŜΣ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦέ L ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘǊƻōŜ 

and take out a stack of R200 notes and throw it to her. She 

looks at it, then me before clucking her tongue, I shrug as I walk 

out. 

 

 

I open my car, looking for my cigarette box. I find my phone on 

the car seat. I check it and damn, eleven missed calls from my 

wife, this morning only. Should I be worried? Let me call her. 

 

 

Voicemail! Her phone is off!  

I take my gun that I left recklessly in the car before closing the 

door, walking back to the house. My house is dirty. I should ask 

the helper that cleans in my apartment to also come and help 

here. This house is unattended. 



 

 

I get to my room and I find this whore going through my things. 

I raise my gun pointing at her, I unlock the gun, the sound 

frightens her. She freezes. 

 

 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ōǳǘΣ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ ƻǊ L ŀƳ 

going to pull this trigger and bury you behind my house. I am 

ƴƻǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǘǳǊƴǎΣ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ƴƻǿΦέ  

ά¸ŜǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΦ 

άbh²Ηέ L ǊƻŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƧǳƳǇǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀƎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōǳǘ L ǎǘƻǇ 

her. 

 

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 

ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άbƻΦέ {ƘŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀƴƎǊȅΦέ  



ά¢ŜōȊŀ Ǉƭ- ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ 

mine. Lol! Everyone knows Tebogo. 

άhƴŜΣ ¢ǿƻΧέ  

άhƪŀȅΗ hƪŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΗέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƭŘ 

watch with diamonds out of her bag. I chuckle. 

ά.ǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ L ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ 

walks to me, shaking. As soon as she gets closer, I roughly grab 

ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΦ ά¸ŜȅΗ ²ŀǊŀǎŀΗ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ I do 

ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƘǳƘΚέ L ƳƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŎƪ 

ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǎƻ ǎƻƻƴΦέ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΣ 

trying to get it off her hand, gasping for air. I push her hard, she 

staggers ōŀŎƪ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘǘΦ ά¢ǎŜƪΣ ǾŀȅŀΗ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƎƘǎ 

while coughing. She runs out. 

 

 

***   

 

 

Soon as I also left my house, I drove like a crazy person to my 

apartment. I need to bath and change into fresh clothes. I need 



to go to my wife, right away. I fucking have hangover too and I 

am so tired I want to sleep. The gate slowly opens before I drive 

in, leaving it to close. 

 

 

I park my car outside the garage, going to the house. My heart 

almost stops beating when I find my wife sitting on by the last 

three steps in the house. When did she get here?  

 

 

άaŀƳŀǎƛΚέ L ǿŀƭƪ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ ¢ŀƭƪ 

ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ L ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƛǊŎŀǎŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

that I have bŜŜƴ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ 

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘΚέ {ƘƛǘΗ {ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎΧ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƪƴƻǿǎΦ 

ά¦ƘΣ ǿƘŀǘΚέ L ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ŀǎ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 

about. 

άhΩ ǎŀ ƴƪŜǘǎŀ ǎǘƘƛǇŀ ǎŀƻΗ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƴƻ 

ƎƻƻŘΗέ ό5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ fool!) 

άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΚέ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻǊŜΦ 

άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ άL ǎŀǿ 

it on social media. I had to turn off my phone because it 



ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ aȅ ƳƻƳ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΗέ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 

media? Kea is going to leave me. She is leaving me for real. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōŀōȅΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ άCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƪŀƻ ƪƻǇŀ ƘƭŜΣ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀōȅΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ōŜƎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ƘƛƳΚέ ƘǳƘΗΚ 

ά{ƘƻƻΧ ǿƘŀǘΚέ 

ά.ŀōȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿƻƪŜ ǳǇΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ L 

ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ȅƻǳΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ 

cries. 

άhƘΣ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΧέ {ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴǎΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ōŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ L {ǿŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŀǊŘΦ 

ά¦ƘƳΣ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƪŀǘΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ ƻƪŀȅΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ L 

hold her hand. I want to hug her but, I am afraid she is going to 

smell the sexΦ L ƪƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ L ŦŜŜƭ 

damn guilty now. My wife was worried about me while I was 

fucking someone else. 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΦέ  

άaȅ ŦŀŎŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 



ά¸ŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ŜȅŜΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘΦέ L ŜǾŜƴ 

forgot about the fight from last night.  

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǿŜǊΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ ! ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L 

could have taken at my other house.  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ ²ƻƳŀƴ 

and that question. Be careful men when answering that. 

 

 

***   

 

 

After the ǎƘƻǿŜǊΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƴŀǇΦ YŜŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ 

because, she also wanted to cook. I felt her hand stroking my 

dick. I slowly open my eyes and I find hers looking at me. She 

bites her lower lip, smirking. 

 

 

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎŀuse you 

ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άaƳƘƘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƴƻǿΚέ  



άLǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎΦ L ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΣ 

biting my lower lip.  

ά{ƘƛǘΣ YŜƪŜΦέ L ŎǳǎǎΦ {ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƧƻōΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦ ¸ƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

 

 

She stops, dropping her skirt to the floor. No panties, hhmmm. 

{ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

briefs were taken off.  

She slowly inserts my dick in her pussy and starts grinding on 

me, slowly.  

 

 

άhƻƻƘƘΣ ŦǳŎƪΦέ L ƘƛǎǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǿŜǘΧ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǘΦέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΧ ƳƳƘƘƘΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΣ ōƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ 

ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΦ ά!ŀŀƘƘΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ Lǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  

I put my hands on her waist and squeeze it. She throws her 

head to the back, moaning. I move my hands up under her t-

shirt.  

bƻ ōǊŀ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΧ ǎǿŜŜǘΗ 



 

 

I brings her face to mine and we collide for a kiss. I can taste 

that red wine in her mouth. Now I get why she is so horny and 

wet. 

We switch sides, I am now on top of her. We are in a missionary 

position. She wraps both her arms and legs around me, locking 

me in her.  

I stroke hump her so passionately, I know she is loving it. She 

loves this position. She scratch my back, sending chills to my 

spine. I suck her boobs like a hungry lion that she says I am. 

I thrust harder and faster making her scream. 

 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΧ ƻƻƘ ȅŜǎΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ 

putting her legs on my shoulders and rock my hips while 

rubbing her clit. She cries out loud, she is close. 

I fuck her hard, making her tits wiggle. She puts her hand on 

mine, helping me massage her clit. 

Team work! 

 

 



She screams as she squirts, spraying on me. She trembles, her 

legs shake. I give her a chance to collect herself before turning 

her around for a doggy style. She nicely position herself, making 

it easier for me to push in.  

 

 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ƻƘ Ƴȅ ǎǿŜŜǘ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǿŀƛǎǘ 

hitting it faster and harder until I also reach my own Haven. I 

ƎǊƻŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻŀƴ ŀǎ L ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ CǳŎƪΗέ  

I take my shirt off and wipe both of us. I collapse next to her on 

the bed, pulling her closer to me, catching our breaths. 

I place kisses on her back as I fondle with her breast.  

 

 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ aƻƭƛǎŜΣ ƪŜ ŀ Ǝƻ ǊŀǘŀΦέ bƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

άYŜ ŀƎƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ƘƭŜ ƭŜƴƴŀΣ Ƴƻƴƴŀ ǿŀƪŀΣ ǊǊŀ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΦέ όL ƭƻǾŜ you 

too, my husband, Mr Dichaba.) She says in her sweet voice. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚ L ŀƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

me and pecks my lips. 

ά[ƻǾŜΦ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƘƻŜǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΚέ L ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘΦ 



άIƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

on her booty. She pulls her lips into her teeth. 

ά²ŜƭƭΧέ {ƘŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-ǘǿƻΧέ 

άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ /ŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ŧƭȅ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΚέ bƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

money is a problem though but DAMN! Each pair of my 

sƴŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ wмл лллΦ  

ά¢Ŝōƛ ƘƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƘƛƴŜǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƴŀƪŜŘΦ 

Twenty-two fucking thousands!? 

 

***   

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I am in a neuro ward, helping patients take their medicine. I am 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

when you have your colleagues gossiping about you. Argh, 

Tebogo and his recklessness!  

 

 

I am also worried about him, his reputation at work. After he 

dropped me off, he drove straight to work because, there was 

ŀƴ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƛŎƪ 

him out. I know that my husband is a criminal but, at least he 

gets to wear his nice suits for good reasons. 

As soon as I was done with the patients, I wheeled out the table 

carrying medication and I come across other nurses who look 

ƭƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

Gossiping! 

 

 

ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ YŜŀΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ  



ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ ½ƻƴŘƛǿŜΣ wŀŎƘŜƭƭŜΦέ L Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ L 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƭƻǿ ƻŦŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ignoring phone calls and text messages for too long that, my 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ {he 

shouted and shouted and, when I thought that was all over, 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƭƭǎΦ IŜ 

ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜΣ άYŜŀ 

works for the government, Tebogo! Wherever you are going 

and whatever ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗέ 

Blah blah blah! 

I am tired of people telling me what I know!  

 

 

My phone rings in my pocket, I make my way to the staff 

bathroom to answer it, leaving the empty table outside. It is 

Tebogo. 

άIƛΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎwering. 

άIƛΚέ {ƻǳƴŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ 

ά²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ L ōŜΚέ  



άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƴŜΦ ά²ŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƳƻǳǘƘΦέ IŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƴƻǊƻǳǎΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻƻƪ 

me. I exhale. 

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΚέ  

ά¦ƘƳΧέ L ƎƭŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ άLƴ нр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦέ   

άhƪŀȅΧ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿΦέ Lǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΦ άYŜƪŜΚέ IŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ 

after a while. 

ά¸ŜǎΚέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘΦ 

άhōŜ ǎƘŀǊǇΦ !ǎƪƛŜǎ Ƴȅ ǎƪŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜ ǿŜƴŀ ƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊϥǊŀƴƎ ŘŀŀǊ 

becausŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǘΦέ όL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ 

that you are the one being crucified because of my shit.) I sigh.  

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ 

ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘhat 

he is mine. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦέ L ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ  

I admire myself on the mirror and snap a mirror selfie before 

getting back to work. 

 

 



***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I drive into the hospital and find a parking spot. I text Kea, 

telling her that I have just arrived. After five minutes, she gets 

into my car and gives me a good kiss before saying 'hi'. 

άLΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΦ Lǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƳŜ 

ƻƴΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΦ άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

άLΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜ ǾŜƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ me 

resigning at work? I have been a nurse for four years, I am 

ǘƛǊŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƘƛƴŜǎ ǊŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƭƛŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘǊƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƭŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

grandmother mother, probably been int the field for 20 

decades and you are only complaining about working for four 

ȅŜŀǊǎΚέ  

ά.ǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦέ L ōǳǊǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

²ƻƳŜƴΗ YŜŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ h¦w ƳƻƴŜȅΧ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 



άYŜƪŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜy do we have? Where is the money that 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ōŀōȅΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 

ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦέ  

άaŀƳŀǎƛΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀƘƭŀƭŜƭŀ ǿƛŦŜΦ !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ 

ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ being a house wife. You are going 

to hustle, so am I. And until the bags are secured, we will not 

rest. I love you as independent as you are. You love your job, 

you love being a nurse. If you are not doing it for money then 

Advertisement 

do it because you love your job. And I love seeing your sexy 

ǎŎǊǳōǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ 

at me.  

άhƪŀȅΣ ōŀōȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ƧƻōΣ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ Řƻ Χέ  

ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

those people but, that is because I never got to know you. I 

know that you are a good educated person before the illegal 

ƭƛŦŜΦέ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΚ άL ƳƛǎƧǳŘƎŜŘ you once but now, I know you 

ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳƛƴŜΦ 



άL ŀƳ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ƪƴǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά!ƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ L ƎǊƛƴΦ άL Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳ 

ƭǳƴŎƘΦ CǊŜǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜƴΦέ L ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

doggy bad in the back seat. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ  

ά5ƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Ǉƛƴƪ ǊƻǎŜǎ 

from the back seat and hand them to her, she drops her jaw. 

άhƘ Ƴȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ¢ŜōƛΗέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

roses with R200 and R100 notes rolled in between the flowers. 

άtŀǇŀǎƛΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǊŜŀƭΚ Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ 

beaming. Woman and money. I am starting to doubt her love 

ŦƻǊ ƳŜΧ YL55LbDΗ L ƪƴƻǿ YŜŀ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘ 

from anyone but, the way that she looks at me confirms it all. 

LǘΩǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳϥƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦέ  

 

 

I take my phone and start snapping pictures and selfies of 

ourselves. We get back to eating until it is time for her to get 

back to work. 



ά.ŀōŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

ŀōƻǳǘΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇΦ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƭƻǾŜΦέ L ǿƛǇŜ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 

thumb.  

άL ŀƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΦ L ŀƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ŘƛŜǎΦ .ǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ 

about it. They need me, I invested so much in the SAA and if it 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΧ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦŜǘŎƘ ƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦΚέ  

ά9ǊǊΩΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ L ŀƳ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ 

later. Now I am going home to change cars. You need to start 

taking the caǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ   

ά.ǳǘΧέ 

άIǳƘ-ǳƘ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ 

ŎƘŀǳŦŦŜǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άhƪŀȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ Lϥƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΦέ ²Ŝ ƪƛǎǎΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ 

mumbles between the kiss. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

 



***   

 

 

Four White intimidating men who's English sounded funny 

walked in the warehouse. They all looked very intimidating, you 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Kopzen, his right hand man looked very nervous because those 

men meant business and if you failed to deliver to them, they 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

 

ά¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜΣ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ L ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ 

asks Skinner. 

άL ŀƳ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ L ŀƳΦέ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

shaky voice. 

ά¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΚέ 

άL ǎǿŜŀǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ !ƳƛǊΦέ 

Skinner begs.  

άaƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΚ L ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǳǘŀǊŘŜΗέ 

(bustard!) Amir looks back at his men an nods. 

They men walk towards Skinner and Kopzen and they start 

roughing them up. 



ά!ƳƛǊΗ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΗ L will get your diamonds. I know 

ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀŀŀƘΗέ IŜ ƎǊƻŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŀƎƻƴȅΦ 

ά¢ǳ ŦŜǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƛŜǳȄ ŘŜ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ƳŜǎ ŘƛŀƳŀƴǘǎ ǎƛƴƻƴ ƧŜ 

ǘϥŜŎƻǊŎƘŜǊŀƛ ǾƛǾŀƴǘΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΗέ ό¸ƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ƻǊ 

else, I am going to skin you alive, Skinner!)  

Amir looks at Kopano who is leaning over holding his stomach 

feeling the pain. 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΚέ  

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άwǳōŜƴΣ ¢ǳŜ-ƭŜΗέ όYƛƭƭ ƘƛƳΗύ  

άbƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ girlfriend and she needs me. My 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜΣ ōƻǎǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ Řƻ ƛǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗέ 

Skinner already knew that if he gives in a word for Kopzen, he 

will have to die and Kopzen will have to survive. Either him or 

Kopzen. 

άIŀŘŜ ƳŦŀƴŀƪƛǘƘƛΦέ ό{ƻǊǊy, brother.) Skinner says looking down. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ōƻȊȊŀΗ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘǎ ŀƭƭ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

and make sure that I come back  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΦέ YƻǇȊŜƴ 

begs for his life, crying. 

ά¢ǳŜ-ƭŜΗέ !ƳƛǊ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ wǳōŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ IŜ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ 

Kopzen'ǎ ƴŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƛǘΦ IŜ ŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 



ƴŜŜŘ ǿŜŀƪ ƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦέ 

Skinner wanted to cry so badly but held himself breathing 

heavily. 

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅǎΦέ !ƳƛǊ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŜƭǎ 

walking out followed by the other three French men. 

Skinner quickly goes down to his knees, letting the tears go. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΦ wŜǎǘ ŜŀǎȅΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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THAPELO T-MAN KHOZA 

 

 

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

years. I can tell Mr and Mrs Dlamini are quite nervous about it. I 

am too. I still have flashbacks about this house but, sooner or 

ƭŀǘŜǊ L ŀƳ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  

 

 

Mrs Dlamini offers me a seat on the couch before she also sits 

next to her husband. 

ά¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƪŜǇǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

furniture pristine. These are the type of tenants you would like 

to have. 

άLƳǇŜƭŀ ƪƘƻƴŀ ƪǳƴƧŀƭƻΦ YǳƪƘƻƴŀ ƻŦǳƴŀ ǎƛƪǳ ǎƛȊŜ ƴƎŀƪƘƻΚέ 

ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘǊǳŜΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

help you with?) Mr Dlamini concernedly asks. 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ŀƳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΦ L 

ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΧέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 

never been this neǊǾƻǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ Ƴȅ 



representatives, going to the Buthelezi's to pay for the 

ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ άLŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ L ŎŀƴΧέ  

άbƻΗ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇresent you. You are like the 

ǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǎƻΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 

ȅƻǳΦέ aǊǎ 5ƭŀƳƛƴƛ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƛƴΣ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚέ  

άbŜȄǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ .ǳǘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΦέ L sight. 

ά¸ŜǎΚέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ƘŜǊΦ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ 

ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛŘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘǳƎŜ ōǳǘΣ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǎƻƴΦ wŜŀƭ ƳŜƴ 

take these kind ƻŦ ǎǘŜǇǎΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άbƎƛȅŀōƻƴƎŀ ōŀōŀΣ ƴŀǿŜ ƳŀΦέ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀύ 

άhƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ L ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴ !п ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ L 

came holding, Mrs Dlamini takes it. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  

άL Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭly 

ƴƻǿ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘΦέ  



 

 

Mrs Dlamini gasps. 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άbƻΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΦ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ 

ready to move back in this house. That envelope is your title 

deed to your new house. ItΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ 

are going to love it. I bought a house for you in Silverton. Every 

detail is in there about the house. Please when you get time, 

call Sipho Mahlangu, he works at the Municipality. He will assist 

you with making the house in your name. He is already 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ hƘ ŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

 

 

Mrs Dlamini is in tears, already crying. Mr Dlamini puts together 

his hands on his mouth, speechless. These are old people to be 

busy renting houses. They deserve their own place called 

home.  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƳŦŀƴŀ ƪŀ YƘƻȊŀΣ aƪƘŀǘƘƛƴƛΣ aŀƎŜƧŀΣ 

IƭŜǎŀΣ .ƘƻǾǳƴƎŀƴŜΗέ aǊ 5ƭŀƳƛƴƛ ǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ ƳŜΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΦ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻƘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 

Mrs Dlamini cries. 



 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ YŀōȊŀΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ L 

drove home. I found an unfamiliar car parked outside my 

house. I have no idea who it might be. Or maybe it is one of 

YŜŀϥǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

 

 

After parking my car in the garage, I walked into the house, 

using the kitchen door.  

άIƻƴŜȅ LΩƳ ƘƻƳŜΗέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ƘŜŀǊ ƎƛƎƎƭŜǎ 

coming from the living room so 

I drag myself there. I find her, sitting with a man having tea. I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ on the couch that he is 

sitting on, his back is facing me.  



 

 

άhƘΣ ƘŜȅ ƘǳōōȅΦέ YŜŀ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ 

halfway to kiss me. The way her face glows when she sees the 

sight of me, I swear I want to ask her out over and over. The 

things thaǘ YŜŀ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ŘƻΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ 

anyone. I keep learning everyday when I am with her. 

After the kiss, she held my hands looking at me in the eyes. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛƭƭȅΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻƻΦέ  

ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ {ƘŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά.ŀōȅ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŎƭŜ 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΚέ L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƘƻƪŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎŀƭƛǾŀΦ ¦ƴŎƭŜΚ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǳƴŎƭŜΚέ  

 

 

The 'uncle' suddenly gets up and turns around to look at me. 

WHAT THE FUCK! 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƳŎƘŀƴŀΦ Iƻ ǊŜƴƎΚέ όbŜǇƘŜǿΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚύ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ  



ά.ŀōȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΧέ  

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ {Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΦ Dƻ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢Ŝōƛ ōǳǘΧέ  

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ L ǎŀƛŘ go 

ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ bh² ²ha!bΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

bustard standing across my living room, smiling. Keabetswe 

huffs, running upstairs. I am going to deal with an angry wife, 

ƭŀǘŜǊ L ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

this ugly creature in front of me. 

 

 

***   

 

 

NOMPUMELELO KABINDE 

 

 

My cellphone rang. I was shocked to see who the caller was. 

She never, not even once called me. What does she want? 

 

 



άIƛΦέ  

άIŜȅΣ aǇǳƳƛΦ LǘΩǎ YŜŀΧέ 

άL ƪƴƻǿΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ just gets me 

tedious. 

ά¦ƘƳΧ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ 

than two months, how about we make baby showers for her? 

Nothing big, just something intimate with family and close 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ aǇǳƳƛΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άbƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΦ {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΦέ 

ά{ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΦ {ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ  

ά/ŀǊǊȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΚέ  

ά¦ƘΧ ²ŜƭƭΧ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦέ 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΚ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻΦ [ƻƻƪΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Lǘ 

is either you in or out? Bua mo' girl. Time is money, wakena 

kapa che? (Are you in or out?) 

άCƛƴŜΗ LϥƳ ƛƴΦέ L ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ 



 

 

ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ YŀōȊŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

bed, working on his laptop. 

άLŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ϥ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΩΧ !ǊƎƘΗ ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ ƛǎΦέ  

ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǘŜ ƘŜǊΚ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ  

ά²Ƙƻ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΚέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪles, putting his 

laptop on the pedestal. He gets on top of me and maneuvers 

my lips. My breathing escalates in an instant. 

 

 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΣ L 

ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōŀōȅΦέ IŜ ǎƭƛŘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀƧŀƳŀ ǎƘƻǊǘǎΣ ŦƛŘŘƭƛƴƎ 

on my cookie. 

άbƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōŀōȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀōƛŜǎΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ 

trying to control my breathing. He imserts one of his fingers in 

my cookie opening and massages my clit with his thumb. I close 

my eyes and throw my head to the back. 

άLǘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŘǳŜ now. I want a baby and we are going to 

ƳŀƪŜ ƻƴŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻ ǎŜŘǳŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƳƘƘƘΣ YŀōŜƭƻΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΧ ŀŀŀƘƘ ǎƘƛǘΦέ 



ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΚέ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ ŦƛƴƎŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǊǘȅΣ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ōŀōƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜǎǎȅΦέ L ōƛǘŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭƛǇΦ IŜ ǎǘƻǇǎΦ 

 

 

άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŀōƛŜǎΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ƭƻǾŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ 

ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ ά.ŀōŜΣ ǳȅŀǇƘƛΚ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ƭƛƪe 

ǘƘƛǎΦέ  I wipe the imaginary sweat off my face. 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘΦ Dƻ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƛǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ ²ƻǿΗ  

What just happened? 

 

***   

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

I stood there and looked at him. I so badly want to shoot at this 

man right now. Trust me I would have done that long ago but, 

Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

closer to him. 

ά9ŀǎȅΣ ƳŀƴΦ 5ŀƳƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛŦŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

for my acting, I would have smashed her but, I am supposed to 

ōŜ ǘƘŜ ϥǳƴŎƭŜϥ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ L ŀƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ  

I punch him across his face, he screams.   

άCǳŎƪΗέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǎŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΗ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΗέ  

He starts laughing. 

άhǊ ǿƘŀǘΗέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƪƴƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛǘΦ άL ŀƳ ŀ 

very nice guy, Tebza, the ruthless gangster that goes around 

ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ [ƻƻƪΣ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ L 

ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΧ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻƻΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ 



apple that looks sour from the pocket of his leather jacket and 

starts peeling it with the knife, throwing the peels to the floor. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ bƻǿ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

house before I kill ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ƻƭŘ ƘŀƎΦέ  

ά¦ƘΣ ǳƘΧ ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ǿƛǎŜƭȅ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƴƻǿΣ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳΚέ IŜ ǎƭƛŎŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛŎŜŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

ƳƻǳǘƘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƳŜΚ L ǎƪƛƴ 

them, skin them with the same knife that I am peeling this 

ŀǇǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

ƴǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘΦέ IŜ ŎŀŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘΗ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΗέ L ǇǳǎƘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

couch. Both his knife and the apple fall down to the mat. I get 

ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ ά{ǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗέ  

ά9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΗ ¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜΦ aȅ 

wƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

make your wife their bitch and you going to do nothing about 

ƛǘΦέ  

 

 

I let go of him.  



ά¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 

άbƻ ƻƴŜ ƳŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ 

You have ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΦέ IŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǳǇ 

Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ ά!ƎŀƛƴΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ǿƛǎŜƭȅΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

I look at him as he walks away, going out. I am breathing fire, I 

want to kill him.  

 

 

This is some messed up shit! Fuck!  

I need to fix this, very fast. How did he find out that it was me? 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ 

now?  

Kea. My first worry. How am I going to protect her?  

Think! Think! Think! 

I run up the stairs going to our bedroom. She is not there. I hear 

the water running from the bathroom, she is bathing. I will wait 

for her to finish while I do some thinking. 

I sit on the ottoman and lean forward, putting my hands 

together with my elbows balanced on my thighs. This is war. 

The last thing that I want is to step on foreigners' feet. I might 



be dangerous but, I am nothing compared to them. Those ones 

are soldiers, they trained to be who they are today. 

Sigh! 

 

 

After a while, she walks into the room with a towel wrapped 

around her body. She is sulking. 

άYŜŀΦέ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎƻƭŘƭȅΦ 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

watch her as she goes through her phone. 

άbƻǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƛŦǘΦέ  

Damn work! How am I going to protect her when she is there. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ YŜƪŜΦ LΧ ά L ǎƛƎƘΦ !ƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

closet. I take off my clothes, leaving them on the floor. With 

ƻƴƭȅ Ƴȅ ōǊƛŜŦǎ ƻƴΣ L ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŘΦ CƭƛǇΗ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ 

After a while, Kea walks in wearing satin sleep wear. She gets 

under the sheet and faces the other side. 

 

 



No goodnight today. I move closer to her and spoon her. I am 

ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƳŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΦέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ L 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 

claim to know me or related to me, call me if you have to but 

jusǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴΦ 

ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΚ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ƘŜΚέ IŜǊ ōƻŘȅ 

ǘŜƴǎŜǎ ǳǇΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 

άbƻΦέ L ǎŀȅ 

άDƻǎƘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ L ƭŜǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗέ 

ά{ǎƘƘƘΣ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳΣ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ 

ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ L ŜǾŜƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΚ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦέ 

άL ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜΣ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴŜŀǎȅΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎŀǊ 

on his face ƛǎ ŎǊŜŜǇȅΦέ  



ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ  I clear my throat. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ 

Advertisement 

Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ {ƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƧǳƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻ 

excitedly.  

άbƻΦ !ǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ  

She starts screaming in excitement. 

ά.ǳǘΧ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜǎΦ άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 

ǿƛǘƘΦ !ƭƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƳŜΦέ 

ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ you want me to take leave if you are not going to join 

ƳŜΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ L ƪŜŜǇ 

ǉǳƛŜǘΦ ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƴ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ άLǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΚέ  

IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀǊǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

in fear, all her life because of me. She deserves to be happy and 

free. 



ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ 

you so much and anyone that comes for you will have to go 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 9ǾŜǊΗέ  

 

 

***   

 

 

I hardly had a peaceful sleep last night. I kept waking up every 

now and then, just so that I could check on Kea who was deep 

in her sleep. After dropping her at work, I drove to T-ƳŀƴΩǎ 

house. Luckily, I found him awake. 

 

 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƭŜ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƘƛǘΦέ  

άIŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ L ǿas with that day. Only me and he 

ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ IŜ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎΦ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǎŜŜ 

ƛǘΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƳŜ 

ōŀŎƪΦέ 

ά{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎΚέ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΦέ 



άbƻΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜed to find a way. A way that is not going to make 

ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǳǎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘǊƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ {ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ Ƙƻǿ 

dedicated I am to my work so, just a two weeks off from work 

would do.  

 

 

I only worked half a day before I requested a cab to take me 

home. I started packing my clothes. I think I am going to make 

some shopping when I arrive in Durban so, I am only taking one 

suitcase with me. Yes, we are going to Durban's Zimbali 

tomorrow. 



Ncedi's call comes through my phone. Oh, I am going with her 

to Durban tomorrow. I have asked her to tag along and she 

excitedly said yes!  

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΗέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀ ȅŀƳŜΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦέ 

She whines. 

άDƛǊƭΗ Wǳǎǘ ǇŀŎƪ ȅƻǳr toiletries. We are going to do shopping 

ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 5ǳǊōŀƴΦέ 

άCǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΚέ L Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ άhƪŀȅΣ 

okay. I will pack minimum clothes and then wait for tomorrow 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

ά²ƛƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƻƪŀȅΚέ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ¢ǎŀƭŀΦέ L ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

L ǘƘǊƻǿ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ 

away from my husband for this long.  

The door opens, he walks in, looking exhausted. He walks to the 

bed and sits down, looking exhausted. He heaves a loud sigh. I 

get up on my knees and hug him from behind, laying my head 

on his shoulders. He puts his hand on my face. We stay in that 

position, not saying anything. He has his eyes closed, deep in 

thoughts. 



ά.ŀōŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘΦ IŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅǎ 

down on the bed before he pulls me to lie down on his chest. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǿŜ 

have to sacrifice our time ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ IŜ Ǌǳƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 

back. 

άtǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘƛǎΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άtǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΦέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ bƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ōƛƎΦ ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ 

ά!ǎƪ ƴƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ ƴƻ ƭƛŜǎΦέ L ƴƻŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 

ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦέ  

άLΩƳ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƻǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΧ YŜŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ǎƪŀǘΦ L ŀƳ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ 

My enemies get to me through you. So now, when you are 

away, I can defeat them all on my own. You are a good 

distraction, more reasons for my enemies to strike when I am 

not expecting it. There will me people waiting for you in Ushaka 



tomorrow, for security safety. They will guard you and your 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘ нпκтΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ anywhere without them. Please 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎǿŜŜǘǎΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ŦƛƴŜΦ .ǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘΦέ  

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ άhƴŜ 

last thing. Do not post anything about Zimbali on social media, 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦέ 

άIǳƘΗ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ aŀǊŀ ōŀōŜΦέ L ǿƘƛƴŜΦ 

άCƻŎǳǎΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΗέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻƴƻǊƻǳǎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ of life 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řƻ ŀǎ L ǎŀȅ ƻǊ ǿŜ ƭƻǎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ L ƴƻŘ 

like a little girl promised candy.  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǳ ŀƳ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ quickie while we 

waiting for Ncediso outside her house. While we are busy 

smashing, the song by LL Cool J is playing, 'I need love'. 

 

'I need love 

I wanna kiss you, hold you, never scold you, just love you 

Suck on your neck, caress you and rub you 

Grind, mold, and never be alone 

If you're not standing next to me you're on the phone 

Can't you hear it in my voice? I need love bad 

I've got money but love's something I never had 

I need your ruby red lips, sweet face and all 

I love you more than a man, who's ten feet tall 

I watch the sun rise, in your eyes 

We're so in love, when we hug, we become paralyzed 



Our bodies explode in extacy unreal 

You're as soft as a pillow and I'm as hard as steel 

It's like a dream land, I can't lie, I've never been there 

Maybe this is an experience that me and you can share 

Clean and unsoiled, yet sweaty and wet 

I swear to you, this is something I'll never forget 

I need love 

I need love' 

 

I lean back on the steering wheel, arching my back. He pounds 

my from beneath a few time before he release the seeds. I 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 

been through a lot shame.  

I lean over and kiss him before taking wipes to wipe ourselves. I 

get off him and pull my bodycon dress down. He opens all the 

windows and I use a little of my perfume and spray it in the air, 

just in case Ncediso can smell the sex. The time is past five in 

the morning. We have a 7am flight to catch. 

 

άaŀƳŀǎƛ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ L ǎǿŜŀǊΦέ IŜ 

ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ άL Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦέ 



ά.ŀōŜΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ 

ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

He takes out his wallet and takes out his black card out of it, he 

gives it to me. The smile on my gleams. I want to swipe, right 

away. Gosh, this is so exciting! 

ά¦ǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǎŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ 

change his mind. I excitedly jump from my seat.  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦΦΦ !ƘΣ ǿŜƴŀ ōŀōȅ ƻ ǎǘŀǊΗέ L ƭŜŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƛǎǎ ƘƛƳ 

he responds with a French kiss.  

 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅs going to open the door for me or, I should wait 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΚέ bŎŜŘƛ ǎŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪΦ ²Ŝ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ 

from the kiss and smile each other before I turn around to 

Ncedi. Tebogo unlocks the door. I scream at Ncedi. 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΗ ¢ŜōƛΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ bŎŜŘƛǎƻΩǎ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻƻǘΦέ   

 

***   

 

THAPELO T-MAN KHOZA 

 



With everything that is going on now, I am not sure if whether 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

.ǳǘƘŜƭŜȊƛϥǎ ƻǊ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƧǳƳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

stressed, she is pregnant and we cannot afford to have 

pregnancy complications. We are too excited to start a family 

together, I am happy too. 

 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ¢ŜōȊŀ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΤ Ƴȅ ƴƛƎƎŀ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ 

life because of me. We are in this together, no matter what. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŘƻŘƎƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭŜǘǎΦ {ǳǊŜƭȅ ǿŜ 

can go through this too. 

My question now is, how the fuck did they find out that we 

took the diamonds? How did they find Tebza, out of all of us? I 

have already called Kabza and Tiisetso about this. We will be 

meeting later to talk about this because apparently, we are only 

left with a day. 

 

***   

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 



After dropping Kea and her friend at the airport, I waited until 

the plane was in the air. The way they are excited, I cƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

even fake my smile. I have never been this scared before, not 

for my life though. For Kea, more especially when she is far 

away from me but, I trust those men that will be looking after 

ǘƘŜƳΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

safer there. 

 

I got to my house and the first thing that I did was to pour 

myself a glass of my strongest cognac, just to calm myself. I 

took the whole bottle with to the living room and sat down on 

the couch, looking at the blank screen of the TV.  

 

How am I going to do this? Taking out the diamonds and 

returning them back means that I am opening a can of worms. I 

will be owing my life to the French. I am admitting to have 

ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŘƛŘ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

right? It is a cruel world man, and things that are valuable are 

meant to be stolen, rules are meant to be banned. 

Sigh!  

 



aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƭƻǳŘΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ L 

answer without wasting time. 

ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜΦέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŎŀƭƳΦ  

ά{ƪŀǘΦ Iƻǿ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΚέ  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǊǘΗ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŘƎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ōŀōȅ ŦƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

bad circumstances but, I apprŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΦέ 

ά9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƳŜΦ {ŜƴŘ ƳŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƪŀȅΚ Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀƳŜ 

ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǎƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΦέ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ  

άYŀƻ ǊŀǘŀΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

phone. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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As soon as I ended the call with Tebogo, I gave Dlomo his phone 

back, one of the two guards who'll be looking after me and 

bŎŜŘƛΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ L 

ƳŀƪŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōǳǘΣ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ 

kelapile kego omanyiwa. (I am tired of being reprimanded by 

him.  

 

I walk into our suite, I find Ncedi taking pictures, or a video 

rather. 

ά!ƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŜΚ /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ 

ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΚέ L ǘƘǊƻǿ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

άhaDΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƧǳƳǇ ǳǇ ƻƴ 

the bed. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ bŎŜŘƛΗΚέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ άhƘ ƴƻ 

bŎŜŘƛΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΗέ L ǎƴŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ 

and log out from Instagram after deleting the live video. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭΣ ǘǎŀƭŀΗΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ 

furiously. 



άLϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǘǎŀƭŀΦ Lǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ 

ƻǊ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭy.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

Ǉƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŘƛƴƎΚέ L 

ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ L ŜǾŜƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚ 

άbŎŜŘƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƳŜΦέ 

άbƻΗ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ that I am safe around you. Why did you 

ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅΦ aȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ōǳǊƴ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ ²Ŝ 

just arrived yet we are already having an altercation. 

άbŎŜŘƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ /ŀƴ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

discuss why we are here? I took a leave for us to come here and 

ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

άhƘ ƴƻΣ ǎǿŜŜǘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΗέ  She 

clucks her tongue, leaving me with my mouth dropped. I sink 

down to the floor, letting my tears out. How could Ncedi say 

that? Okay, maybe I should have gave her a heads up but, I 

need a friend. I need her. 

 

***   

 



THAPELO T-MAN KHOZA 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ф ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ YŀōȊŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

warehouse, still waiting for Tebza, who was supposed to have 

arrived at 7pm. His phone is sending us straight to voicemail.  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦέ L ǎŀȅ 

taking my car keys. 

ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǎŀȅΦ 

άIƻƭŀΦέ  

I walked out, going to my car. After settling in, I hit the road 

driving like Taylor is about to give birth. 

Taylor! I have decided not to delay the lobola negotiations. 

They are going to happen, they must happen. Though she 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōƻƭŀ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǎƘŜ is expecting me to 

bring the money for damages. I am not sure how she is going to 

feel about it but, I hope she agrees to marry me. 

L ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƳ ƴƻƴ-stop 

until he responded, sounding sleepy, if not drunk. He opens the 

gate for me, I drive in and as soon as I parked 

Advertisement 

I ran out going to the house.  

 



ά¢ŜōȊŀΗέ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ aǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

loud and two bottles of cognac are already down, with a half 

bottle on the table. He walks in the living room staggering. He is 

ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦǳŎƪΦ ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ ƴƻ ƳŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜŀƪΗ ²Ŝ 

ƘŀǾŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

himself on the couch. 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 

threatened to skin ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǾŜǎΦ LϥƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ άhƴ 

Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦέ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳƭƭǎƘƛǘ ƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǎǇƭƛǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗέ 

ά±ŀȅŀ WƻΗέ ό[ŜŀǾŜΣ ōǊƻΗύ  

ά¢ŜōȊŀ WƻΦέ 

ά9ƪ ǎŜΣ Ǿŀȅŀ ƘƛŜǊΣ ƴƻǳ ǎƻΗέ όL ǎŀƛŘ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻw!)  

I think I will let him be for tonight, he is too drunk but, there is 

no time. We do not know when they are going to strike and I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  

ά¢ǎŜƪΗ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ 9ƴǘƭŜƪ ƪŜ ƎƛŘƭŀ ƘƛŜǊΗέ όL ŀƳ 

spending the night here!) 

I should text the guys that we'll meet tomorrow, early in the 

morning. 

 



I was sitting by the pool side, making sure that no one can hear 

me. I took out my phone and made the call. 

άaŀƳŀŎƛǘŀΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ 

ά{ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦέ L ǘŀƭƪ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭƻǳŘΦ 

άtŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƳŀƳƛΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΦέ  

άhƪŀȅ ōǳǘ ƘǳǊǊȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘΦέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ Wǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōƭǳǎƘƛƴƎΦ 

άDƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ Ie hangs up.  

I am so stupid, argh. But I know he loves me. 

 

SKINNER 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭȅƛƴƎΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΦέ !ƳƛǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 

like a threat.  

άL ǎǿŜŀǊΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

άIƻǿ ǎǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

Honestly, I am not surŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ 

and he never denied. What am I getting myself into. 



ά¦ƘƳΧ LΩƳΧ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ōǳǘΣ 

you are going to do that for me. The girl is on a vacation in 

5ǳǊōŀƴΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ ōŀƛǘΦ LŦ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳŀƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

going to bring them back, to save his woman and then we kill 

ƘƛƳΦ LŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ 

We are not going to kill them like I said, I-ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

ǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ {ƪƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  

άbƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ !ƳƛǊΦ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ 

ƛǘΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƘǳǊǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ I get down on my knees putting my hands 

together, with tears falling down. 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ άWǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ L ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ 

ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ IŜ ǇƻǳǊǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ 

Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ άDŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ L ƘŀǘŜ ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ƳŜƴΦέ  

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

I woke up with a heavy head today. I must have had too much 

to drink last night. T-Man made me a strong coffee with just a 

shot of whiskey added to it, to ease the hangover. He said that 

he has everything planned, they planned everything last night 

during the meeting at the warehouse so, he is briefing me. His 

cellphone rang and he quickly answered it. 

 

ά.ŀōŜΧ ¢ŀȅΣ L ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

problem now? What? Does it rock the baby to sleep, wake 

them up, change their nappies and take them to crèche? Okay, 

ƻƪŀȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōŀōȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊȅΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΧ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇǎΦ 

 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ  

{ƘƛǘΗ aȅ ǿƛŦŜΧ  



ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΗΚέ L ƳƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘŜǎΣ L ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦΦ 

ά{ƘƛǘΗέ  

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άaȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƻŦŦΦ bƪŀŘƛƳŜ ōŜƭƭŀǎ ȅŀƘŀƻ WƻΦέ ό.ƻǊǊƻǿ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇƘƻƴŜΦύ L ƘƻǇŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƘŜǊΦ 

 

T-aŀƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ L Řƛŀƭ YŜŀΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ 

light and let it ring. She answer after a while. 

άIŜƭƭƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be excitedly up by this time, exploring already. 

άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ŘƛŘ L ǿŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΧ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦΦέ L ǿŀǎ ǿŀǎǘŜŘΧ  

άhƘΣ ȅŜǎΦ aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ L ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 

it, askies babes. I just wanted to know if you are enjoying your 

ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΚέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΚ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ Lǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΚέ  She sighs over the phone. 



άLŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ be with you right now. I am not feeling 

ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ  

άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ  

άbŎŜŘƛ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ 

ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ  

ά.ƻƻƪ ŀ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ LŦ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

appreciate the effort that you made by even considering her to 

ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦΦέ  

άtŀǇŀǎƛΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ōŀōȅΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿŀƛǘΧέ  

 

I hung up and sigh. I put T-ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

take a box of cigarettes walking out to the patio. 

άL ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎƳƻƪŜΗέ  

 

***   

 

NCEDISO  



 

I was standing by the door, listening to Kea's phone call 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŀǎ 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

back home.  

Shame!  

As long as I am not where I want to be in life, this holiday won't 

be the happiest for her and I will make sure of that. 

 

When Kea and Tebogo started dating, I thought argh, ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŎϥƳƻƴΤ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

know that Tebogo is a bitch nigga. But then, they took things to 

the next level. My heart ached! I had a crush on Tebogo, before 

ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘŀǘƛƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ YŜŀ ŜǾŜƴ went 

for him because, she hated him. 

²ƘŜƴ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ƳŜΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 

no to, I jumped to that opportunity without thinking twice. 

Who'll give me the life that Skinner promised me? Fancy cars, 

mansion, and expensive clothes.  

 

Mȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΦ  

άIƛΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 



άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ bƻ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΚ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΚ 

άIƻǿΚ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳƴǘ but, I am 

sending my men and they better get the girl when they get 

ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ  

άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ŦŀƴŎȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ hǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

friend's shadow forever? She is using you for her fancy life, she 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻu, she loves shaming you because, she lives in a 

ŦŀƴŎȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƴƛŎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΧ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ 

ƴŎ ƴŎ ƴŎΦέ  

My body hits up in an instant and anger builds up.  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǳǎΦέ L 

say. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƎƛǊƭΦέ IŜ ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

 

L ǿŀƭƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ YŜŀΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻŎƪΦ 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƛƴΗέ {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 



άIŜȅ ǘǎŀƭŀΗ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ 

ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚ haD L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴƛŎŜΧέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ 

ƳŜ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǳǊǇǊised. How did you get from zero to hundred just 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΚέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΚ LϥƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ 

me and nods.  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L 

follow her in the bathroom. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΗ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΚ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōŜ ŦǳƴΦέ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά/ŀƴ L ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΚέ {ƘŜ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΧ !ǊƎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 

going to take longer than I thought.  

άhƪŀȅΦ {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘΦ 

Such a drama queen! Let me order breakfast and make her 

happy, she'll loosen up. 

 

***   

 

Later that day, Kea finally came around and they went out 

shopping, with Dlomo and the other guard of course. Dlomo 



was driving while the other man wslas sitting on the passenger 

side. Ncedi was not easy at all, she looked nervous, no matter 

how much she tried to cover it up. She was scared and having 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦŀƛƭǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

L ŀƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΚέ  

 

ά¢ǎŀƭŀΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǿŜŀǘȅΦέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ bŎŜŘƛΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΦ 

άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦ aŀȅōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƛŎƪΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΚέ 

άL ǎŀƛŘ LΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΗέ L ǎƴŀǇΦ άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘΧ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΧ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ {ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀtes with her 

head, pointing at the guards. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƭƛǇΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƘŀǘΗ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

of your life? All I hear is Tebogo speaking through you. I am 

starting to get annoyed! Tebogo is not even here but you are so 

ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ bŎŜŘƛΗ {ǘƻǇ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

Ncediso! Why are you even like this? Why are you being so 



mean and angry? Where is the Ncediso I spoke to a few days 

ŀƎƻΚέ 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚέ bŎŜŘƛǎƻ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 

Ncediso chuckles. 

άaŀȅōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ  

It went quiet for a few minutes until a car came rushing and 

bumped ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊΣ ƻƴ YŜŀΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ bƻǘ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ 

just to scare them and make the car stop. She screamed the 

loudest. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪΗέ {ƘŜ ŎǳǎǎΦ  

Three men got off that car, with guns on their hands. Now, the 

two cars have blocked the way for other cars to pass by, 

causing a convoy. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƪȅ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ 

Dlomo and the other man get off too, with their guns. 

 

άaŜƴΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳƎƭȅΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

first man calmly says. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚΗ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

man with Dlomo asks. 



άaƻǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΗ DƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΦέ 

Dlomo throws a punch on one of them and they start fighting 

right there. 

άbŎŜŘƛΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊǳƴΧ bŎŜŘƛΗ hǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦέ bŎŜŘƛ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘǎΣ ƴƻǘ 

saying anything or moving. άbŎŜŘƛΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

ƴƻΗέ YŜŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 

A gun goes off. Kea puts her hands on her ears, crying. 

Meanwhile, Ncedi is very quiet looking annoyed. Her side of the 

door opens and one of the guys peeps in looking confused 

because, he had no idea which girl to take. He pointed the gun 

on both of them. 

ά.ƻǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǳǘΗ Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ƳŜΦέ 

Ncediso freaks out, 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΗ bƎƛǘƘŜ ǇƘǳƳŀ ǎŦŜōŜΦέ όL ǎŀƛŘ ƻǳǘΣ ōƛǘŎƘΦύ IŜ ŘǊŀƎǎ her 

out and she falls on the tar road.   

άbŎŜŘƛΗέ YŜŀ {Ƙƻǳǘǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƻΦ {ƘŜ ƪƛŎƪǎ 

him on the face, the men returns it with a hit with the back of 

his gun on the face and she passed out that same moment. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

My phone beeped, indicating a message. I am with the guys at 

the warehouse, trying to get everything together. I opened my 

ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ 

switch on the news channel, now. 

News?   

 

 

ά¢ǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢±Σ ƴƻǿΦ !ƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ōǊƻΦέ YŀōȊŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ōǳǘΣ Ƴȅ a Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƴƻǿΦέ  

Kabza quickly turns it on and switches channels to the news 

channel.  

'Could it be that, the man who was Shot by Tebogo Dichaba, 

the CEO of the SAA who was currently voted out of the board is 

after him by getting to his wife, using her as a bait?'  The 

reporter say. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 



'Earlier on today, we all saw what happened with people taking 

videos and now social media has gone wild about the event 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 5ǳǊōŀƴΧέ  

 

 

They start playing a phone recorded video, showing a man 

dragging a woman out of the car, and the another woman who 

ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ YŜŀΗ 

 

 

I made a loud  deep scream, flipping the coffee table over! 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΗέ L ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴŜŘ 

TV.  

T-Man and Kabza try to hold me but I free myself from them. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΗέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŦ [ƛǘŜōƻƎƻΣ YŜŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 

not Killed me yet. The guys are quiet, not knowing what to say, 

or what to do. Is my wife ever going to find peace? Will I find 

peace too? 

 

 

My phone beeps once again, I look at the message and it comes 

from Skinner. 



'You are making the headlines these days I see. My Diamonds 

or your wife dies!' ς Skinner. 

 

 

ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ ¢-Man asks. 

ά{ƪƛƴƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ L ƭŀȊƛƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ 

άIƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊΚ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƘŜǊΚέ  

άL ŀƳ ŀǎ ŎƭǳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳΦέ  

άtǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƭƻǳŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 

 

He answers as soon as it rang. 

άL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΦέ 

ά5ƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŘŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛƭǘƘȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΚέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά²Ƙƻϥǎ ǘƘŜȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ 

Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΦέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΚέ  

ά9ƴǘƭŜƪ ƻ Řƛƴƪϥŀ ǳƪǳǘƘƛ ƴƎƛϥ ǎǘƘƛǇŀ ǎŀƪƘƻ ƴŜƘΚέ ό¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ 

LΩƳ ŀ ŦƻƻƭΦύ  



ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΚέ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΚέ  

ά²I9w9 L{ a¸ ²LC9ΗΚέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 5ǳǊōŀƴΣ 

ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦέ   

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƘƛǎΗέ 

άaȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΣ сǇƳ ǘonight. Or else, bye bye to your mouth 

ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛŦŜΦέ IŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀƴƎǎ ǳǇΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

LITEBOGO MOGALE 

 

 

I was at work when I saw the video that was trending on 

WhatsApp. I received messages from friends and others, asking 

if that is my daughter getting ϥƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘϥΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 5ǳǊōŀƴΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 

work so, I asked to be excused. My husband has fetched me 



and we are driving home but first, we are fetching my daughter 

Tidimalo at crèche. Patrick puts his hand on my thigh with his 

left hand, with the other hand on the steering wheel. I put my 

hand on his. 

 

 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ   

άbƻΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎǎΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ L ǎǿŜŀǊΧέ 

ά{ǎƘƘΣ ƳŀƳŀΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛll happen to her and I know that 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōƻȅ 

loves Kea, I saw it in his eyes. Yes, his life is shit and I so badly 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ 

YŜŀ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜΦέ  

άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 

No man, Patrick my daughter deserves happiness 

Advertisement 

real love and freeness from the world. Not live in fear all the 

ǘƛƳŜΦέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Yƻƪƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ will 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƘŜǊΦ άaȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜ ǳǇΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅ ƳŀƳŀΦέ 



 

 

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ¢ƛŘƛϥǎ ŎǊŝŎƘŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ 

time but my daughter is not even sleeping, like she was 

expecting me and her father. She immediately ran to us when 

she saw us, not caring that she'll wake the other children up. 

άaŀƳŀΗέ  

άIŜƭƭƻΣ ¢ƛŘƛΦέ L ƭƛŦǘ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎΦ {ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŎǳǘŜΦ 

άIŜƭƭƻ aƛǎǎ !ǊƛŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ¢idi's teacher. 

άIŜƭƭƻ aǊǎ aƻƎŀƭŜΣ aǊ aƻƎŀƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜǘǎΦ ά¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ 

ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ǌǳƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ 

She complains. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ Ŧrom you. We 

ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ƘŜǊΦέ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ 

away. 

ά{ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎǊǳǎƘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ tŀǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎƻ 

ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΣ LΩŘ ǎǿŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ƻƴΦέ IŜ ƭaughs at me. 



ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎΚέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎ Ƴȅ 

cheek.  

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ L ōŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ Iƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ōǳǘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

ǎǉǳŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ άtŀǘΦέ L ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊΦ 

άaŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ¢ƛŘƛƳŀƭƻΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ aȅ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴŀǳƎhty. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊȅΦέ 

He kisses me, Tidi gets in between us to break us off, Miss Aries 

gets back and clears her throat. 

 

 

ά¦ƘƳΧ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ƛŘƛϥǎ ōŀƎΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άIǳƘ-ǳƘΗέ 

άIǳƘΣ ƳƳŀƎǿŜ ¢ƛōƛΦέ 

άwǊŀƎǿŜ ¢ƛōƛ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴΚ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ  L ƎŀǎǇΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ¸ƻǳ 

can never know what people coming from the military are 

capable off. 



άCƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ 

YŜŀ ƛǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŜ ƛǎΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

άaŀƳŀ YŜŀΦ L ǿŀƴǘ YŜŀΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ¢ƛŘƛϥǎ ŎƘŜŜƪΦ 

άhƪŀȅ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΦέ  

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I am lying on the cold floor, in a pungent smelling pig sty room. 

There is no one in the room, I am all alone. I slowly get up, 

walking to the door. I try to open it but, it is locked. I start 

banging the door, calling out for help but, the smell in here is 

not making it easy for me. 

 

 

άIŜƭǇΗ !ƴȅōƻŘȅΣ ƘŜƭǇΗέ L ōŀƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ άbŎŜŘƛǎƻΗ haDΧέ 

The smell makes me cough and choke. I find it hard to even 



ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ άIŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗέ L ǎƛƴƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

wall. Oh, Tebogo where are you.  

My tears roll ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜ ŀǎ ȅŜǘΣ L ŀƳ 

going to die from lack of oxygen. 

 

NCEDISO 

I am sitting in the living room with the guys, having a good 

time. Kea is locked up in the basement.  

hƘΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊΦ 

άbŎŜŘƛ ōŀōȅΣ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ {Ƙƻw us what your mama gave 

ȅŀΗέ  One of the guys say. 

L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘǿŜǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŎǊŜŀƳΣ ǘŀǇǇƛƴƎ 

my ass. I hear Kea shouting for help. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ǳǇΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ 

ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘƛƴƎΦ 
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SKINNER 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘΦ !ƳƛǊ ƛǎ 

expecting his Diamonds from me before midnight because, he 

trusted me with them, no matter how much I try to blame 

someone else. I keep pacing up and down the gravel road, 

where we are supposed to meet. Just when the clock hits 6 

ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ L ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ Řƛŀƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΧ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

answering 

 

 

ά5ŀƳƴ ȅƻǳΣ wǳǘƘƭŜǎǎΗέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

PATRICK MOGALE 



 

 

L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ 

very neat except that, the TV is broken. I wonder what 

happened to it. I am very impressed with this team, no leader 

but having to work as a team, I like that. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀǎ L ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ōǳǘ 

God damn, I feel so important here. I feel so good. 

ά.ƻȅǎΦέ  

ά¢ȅƳŀέ όhƭŘ ƳŀƴΦύ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎŀȅΦ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

room, looking at each of them. I get to Tebogo, not shifting my 

eyes from him. I pull a chair and sit on it. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ 

in Durban and how she got kidnapped. Sit down and start 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƎƘƻǎǘΦ LΩƳ ƻƴƭȅ 

human guy, hello! 

ά¢ȅƳŀΦ L ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ 5ƛ ŀŎƘǳȊŜ ǘǎŀƪŀ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ {ƻΣ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ Ƴy 

daughter is safe and can she come back home, now because 

this thing is affecting my wife. When it affects my wife it affects 

ƳŜ ǘƻƻΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 



ƘŜŀŘǎΦ άLǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƘŀƎ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘȅΧ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀǊŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦέ  

άL ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǘȅƳŀΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ¢ŜōȊŀ WƻΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ ¢-Man says. 

άbƻΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ damned if 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƴŀƘ ƳŀƴΦέ  

άLΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ bƻǿ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘȅ 

KEABETSWE IS ABDUCTED OUT THERE!? The police stopped by 

Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ 

about was your relationship with her, Tebogo. So, sit your ass 

Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ L ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ LbΗέ  

I put my car keys and my cellphone on the other chair, taking 

off my blazer and then I put my right foot on my leg leaning 

back on the chair. 

άLΩƳ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΧέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΧέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

starts narrating the story. 

 

 

***   



 

 

NCEDISO 

 

 

I woke up in an unfamiliar room, naked. I looked around, 

getting up from the bed. The pain in my anus took me back to 

ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴΣ Ƙƻǿ Ƴȅ ŀǎǎ Ǝƻǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ three men 

taking turns. How much did I even drink last night? The 

hangover is killing me. 

I limp myself to the bathroom, I am going to fill the tub with 

water, cold water first so that I can sit my hot ass in it. Anal sex 

ƛǎ ǎƻǊŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ find it enjoyable. I felt my soul 

leaving my body last night, I thought it was the end of me. 

Mmmhh, the water feels so good. 

 

 

As soon as I was done bathing and all, I wore the robe I found in 

ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

even know their names but they all speak Zulu. 

άIƛΧέ L ǎŀȅΦ ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ  



ά{ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ōŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ bƎŎƻƴƻ ǎƛƳϥ ōƻŘƛǎŜ 

ƴƎƻōŀ ǳōŀƴƎŀ ƛǎŎŜŦŜΦέ ό[ŜǘΩǎ ƪƛƭƭ ƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘƛƴƎΦύ 

άbƻΗ ¸ƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎΦέ  I breathe 

ƻǳǘΦ ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΚ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻōΦέ  

άIǳƘΚ ²ƘŀǘΚ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƴƻΦ 

ά9ƘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΗέ One of the guys say, picking up the gun on 

ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ άDŜǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦέ L ƴƻŘ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ 

scared. 

I thought it would have all been over last night, what 

happened?  I thought Skinner would have gotten his diamonds, 

now I am stuck with these men. Oh Lord, help me out of here. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 



I am with Kea's dad at my house. He has brought two IT 

specialist guys with him. They are still connecting my phone 

with their laptop.  

Last night, Patrick ordered me not to go and meet up with 

{ƪƛƴƴŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘǊŀǇΦ .ǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

that 

my wife's life is in danger. I am trying to feel positive about this 

but, I feel drained. 

ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ 

the IT guys say. 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ  

I dial Skinner's number on my phone and call him, it gets 

answered after a while. The phone is on speaker. 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ !ƴ ǳƴŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

answers the phone. 

ά/ŀƴ L ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΚέ  

άIŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ Iƛǎ 

ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘΦ IŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

ƳƛƴŜΦέ  So, these are the French. 

άIŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƻƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ  ƪƛƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ǇƭŜŀŘΦ 

ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻŘǎΦ 



άIŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ά aȅ ŜȅŜǎ ōǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘǎΦ .ǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

Diamonds and I will make sure that your woman goes 

ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŜŘΦέ 

άIƻǿ Řƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜΚ L ǿŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦέ IŜ ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

 

 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΚέ  Patrick asks. 

άbƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ tǊŜǘƻǊƛŀΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 

hack their phone while you both were talking. We can only 

hope that, they make the call to where your wife is, so that we 

Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ L¢ Ǝǳȅ ǎŀȅΧ άIƻƭŘ ƻƴΧ ŀ 

ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦΦΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǊ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΦέ 

ά.ƻǎǎΚ Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  

ά¸ƻǳǊ ōƻǎǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ Make 

sure that she feels at home, do not mistreat our guest. Send me 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜƴŘǎΦ 

 

 



ά¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƭƭƛǘƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŘƻǿƴΧ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  He gives me the piece of 

paper. The laptop indicates a message, they open the message 

and a picture of my wife appears. She looks exhausted, dirty 

and dehydrated. Partly opened her eyes. I shake my head. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦέ 

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΧ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΦέ Patrick gets up from the 

couch, taking the piece of paper from my hand.  

I receive notifications of my black card being used and 

thousands of my money is taken out. I shake my head and block 

it. It can't be my wife when she's kept hostage. 

 

 

After a whileΣ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ YŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƴΦ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ 

is alive. 

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 



 

 

They pulled me out of the basement and they took me to the 

bathroom. The first thing that I did when I got there was to 

vomit in the toilet. I was feeling sick, exhausted, dehydrated 

ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ bŎŜŘƛ ƛǎΧ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ 

ƘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀƳ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΧ Iƻǿ ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ 

her family knowing that I am the one who took her to KwaZulu-

Natal.  

When I got done showering, I wore the robe and the slippers. I 

was feeling much better but very thirsty. This is a beautiful 

house, I must say. I wonder why they let me free around the 

house. 

I walked downstairs and found everyone sitting in the living. 

The guy that snapped a picture of me stood up. 

άaȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

mean you can go around as you want. Turn back and stay in the 

ǊƻƻƳΦέ  

άL ƴŜŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛǘŎƘΚέ ²Ƙŀǘ ōƛǘŎƘ ƴƻǿ? 

 

The front door open a lady walks in with shopping bags. 



άbŎŜŘƛΚέ L ǎŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳŜΦ άbŎŜŘƛΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ 

bŎŜŘƛ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƎ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ 

is frozen. She pushes me off after a while, looking at the guys. 

ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŜǊŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛƭƭ 

ȅƻǳΣ L ǎǿŜŀǊΗ ¢ŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǿΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ 

look at her and laugh. 

ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ !ƴŘ ǿŜƴŀΣ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ 

bullets should I shoot at you before you listen. I said go 

ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ƴƻǿΗ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ L ŀƳ 

so confused. 

Ϧ bŎŜŘƛΣ ¢ǎŀƭŀ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ 

anymore but, here they are, flowing flawlessly on my face. 

She looks at me disgusted and clucks her tongue, pushing me 

aside. 

I drag myself upstairs as weak as I was and I got into the room 

closing the door behind me. I laid down on the bed and curled 

myself up, crying. So much betrayal from my best. What did 

they promise her? Why did she turn against me like that? 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



34 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

Kea is very blessed to have a step father like Patrick. And I am 

very much blessed to have a father-in-law like him. He is a wise 

man and thinks ahead. He mentioned that he was once a 

soldier before he became a successful entrepreneur. He is very 

connected, hence why he is getting this much involved in my 

illegal doings, helping me find Kea.  

 

 

It is four in the evening, and the plane just landed in Ushaka. I 

feel like a celebrity, the way that people are looking at me here. 

L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ǝǳȅϥǎ Ǝǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 

ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƳŜΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŦŀƳƻǳǎΣ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

headlines this week and had journalists made a lot of money, 

putting me and Kea on the front page in their news papers. I 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ L ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ȅƻǳϥŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

people are busy on their cellphones but no, they are busy 

snapping pictures of you. 

 

 



After I finally get passed through security,  a man calls me. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜ 

Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ ά{ŜƴȊƻ ½ƻƴŘƻΦέ IŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 

Patrick has already told me that I will meet up with him. He 

works at the Military. The night tonight will not end without me 

having my wife. I am going to kill every animal that touched my 

wife, even if they said they were removing a fly, I will put a 

bullet on them. 

We get to the car and he drives us off to the police station. I 

hate the fact that, we'll be doing this, following the law. I hate 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǳƴΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜȅΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

is the safest way that will bring back my wife than making 

unnecessary trouble. 

 

 

We arrived at the police station and we went straight to the 

interrogation room and we found about eleven men, getting 

ready for war with big guns. 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ! ¢ŜŀƳΦέ 

άIƻƭŀΦέ L ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

ά9ƛǘŀΦέ 



ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ {ŜƴȊƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǇǊƻƻŦΦ aȅ ǿƛŦŜ 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΚ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά!ƴŘ Ƴȅ ǘƻƻƭΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳƴǎΣ wǳǘƘƭŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

ŀƴȅΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ŀƳ L ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘǇǊƻƻŦ 

ǾŜǎǘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ άLΩƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ L 

attempt walking out. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΗέ 

ά{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǌƛǎƪ Ƴȅ ǿƻƳŀƴϥǎ ƭƛŦŜΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ LΩƳ 

ƻǳǘΦέ 

άCǳŎƪΗέ {ŜƴȊƻ ōŀƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ άbƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

scene. I want each and everyone of ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ !ƛǊ 

Venturi Beretta (hand gun) on the table and give it to me but, 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƎƻΦ ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΚέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ŦǳŎƪ 

him. 

ά/ǊȅǎǘŀƭΦέ IŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ƎǳƴΦ {Ƴŀƭƭ 

guns are not my favourite but, it'll do for now. They have 

already fully loaded it, it is just waiting for it to be used. Hold on 

just a little longer Mamasi, Papasi is coming. 



 

 

***   

 

 

PATRICK MOGALE 

 

 

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ adrenaline rush in a very long time. It feels so 

exciting like, something within had woken up. This feeling is 

great. I am in a police chopper, flying to the abandoned building 

in Pretoria. The French men are expecting Tebogo but in actual 

fact, there will be a surprise police raid for them. One of the 

police officers will plant the Diamonds and pretend to have 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘƻ Ƨŀƛƭ 

and, on top of that, They probably have killed Skinner and 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ǘhem a long time in prison. 

 

 

άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ǎƛǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΣ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ 

above and around the building. 



The police have arrived already, running into the building. This 

is going to be fun. 

 

 

***   

 

 

One of the men that kept Kea hostage in the house walked into 

the room, closing the door behind him. He walked to the bed 

and took off his shoes, silently dropping his pants to the floor. 

IŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎŀǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ YŜŀΩǎ ƭŜƎǎΦ She 

jumped up very scared and wanted to scream but, the man 

pointed him with his gun. 

 

 

ά5ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōƭƻǿ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎΦέ YŜŀ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ 

head, crying. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŀǇŜ ƳŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

ά¦ϥōŀƴ ƻǘƘŜ ƴƎƛŦǳƴϥ ƛƴȅǳƪǳΚ ±ǳƭŀ 

ƴƎƛŦǳƴΩ ƛƪƘŜƪƘŜΦέ ό²Ƙƻ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ƳƻƴŜȅΚ hǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΦέ IŜ ǎƭŀǇǎ YŜŀϥǎ ǘƘƛƎƘǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǳȅŀϥ ƴƛƪŀ ƻǊ ƴƎƛȅŀȊϥ 



ǘƘŀǘŜƭŀΦέ ό9ƛǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻǊ L ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΦέ YŜŀ 

refuses and starts kicking. IŜ ǎƭŀǇǎ ƘŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜΣ YŜŀΩǎ 

sobs gets louder. 

He pulls down his briefs, his dick pops out and he wears a 

condom. He rips the robe off Kea and exposes her naked body 

since she had nothing to wear. She tries to fight him but, he is 

much stronger than her.  

When he finally positioned his dick on the opening of Kea's 

vagina, he slid in, Kea wailed out loud. He put his hands on 

YŜŀΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΣ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΦ  

She thought in her mind that, if this is happening now, then 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻint of being saved. Her life is being ravished right 

now and there is no way that anyone can take it back.  

 

 

ΨLǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ L ŀƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŀǇŜŘΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƻǿΦ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ L ƎŜǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

in this shit and the most confusing part is that, my best friend 

or so I thought she was, is also involved with these men. I will 

never forgive her, ever!' 

 

 

***   



 

 

As soon as the warrant was granted, Senzo, Tebogo and the 

team drove out following each other with police cars and vans. 

They got to the town houses at Ballito after an hour. Tebogo 

jumped off the car and ran to the house with police running 

after him. They caught him right before he could get to the 

door. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΗ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ {ŜƴȊƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

me, this time? Every second wasted with you, my wife is 

ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ DŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΗέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

says and then follows him with two police men upfront. 

One counts down from three with his fingers before kicking the 

door open. They prance in, holding their guns steady and we 

follow in. 

 

 

άCǊŜŜȊŜΗ 9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ Řƻǿƴ ƴƻǿΣ ǇƘŀƴǎƛΗέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ 

men in the living room room, watching TV. The raised their 



hands above their heads in surrender, getting down on their 

knees.  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜΧέ {ƘŜ ŦǊŜŜȊŜǎΦ άhƘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

ȅƻǳ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¦ƘΧ 9ǊǊΩΧέ {ƘŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΣ ƘŜǊ fingers 

playing with each other.  

άb/95L{hΗέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ȅŜƭƭǎΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ 

crying. 

 

 

Tebogo runs up, getting in each and every room looking 

through. He herd cries, familiar cries and that was no mistake 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ in the corridors,  following 

the cries. His heart was breaking as the screams got closer and 

louder. He opened there door, and what he saw before him 

ǿŀǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎϥ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ Iƛǎ ŜȅŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ 

of seeing her woman lying helpless on the bed with legs spread, 

crying for help, crying for him. His hands involuntarily lifted up 

ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇΣ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ YŜŀΩǎ 

legs thrusting and pleasing himself on his wife. He shot his butt, 

the man screamed in pain, Kea screamed looking at the 

direction of the door.  The man jumped off the bed, groaning in 



pain. He was shocked to see Tebogo AKA Ruthless. The pain 

was unbearable, Tebogo wanted to shoot him once more until 

the bullets run out. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ bhΗέ {ŜƴȊƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƪill him. He will get the 

ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǊΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 

that, he shot the man on his shoulder, the man screamed so 

much louder than Kea. He fell on his knees as he dƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

how to endure the pain.  

άCǳŎƪΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ ŀǘ 

Senzo and went to his wife, blinking his tears that wants to 

escape his eyes. He took off the bulletproof vest before taking 

off his t-shirt and helped his wife wear it, which looked big on 

ƘŜǊΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ IŜ 

just carried his wife who clung on him for a dear life with her 

body shaking in fear. She cried so much it teared Tebogo inside. 

 

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

Is this how life was trying to get back at me, for being the 

person that I am today? This is deep, and very personal. I will 

ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ Ǝƻ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ bŎŜŘƛ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 

happens to me after but, she has a special bullet, waiting for 

her. I will find her and kill her. 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 

living with her parents in Savannah. She is very much angry at 

ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

know if she is okay, I long to hug her and tell her how much I 

ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

blame her though, I did this to her. I failed her so much that, I 

am disappointed at myself. I miss her so much; I get very lonely. 

I was very much used to having her arƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

blocked my calls and on WhatsApp too. 

L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 

apologise for the rest of my life to her. 



 

 

The French have been arrested for Diamonds smuggling and for 

killing a long wanted gangsǘŜǊΣ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ōƭƻƻŘŜŘΦ {ƻΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 

be serving time here in South Africa for a very long time. 

 

 

In other news, my brother T-Man has moved into the house 

with Taylor who he recently paid lobola for. They bought new 

furniture for the house and changed a little in the house. They 

are expecting their bundle of joy very soon.  

 

 

I get a call from my brother, I answer it. 

ά{ƘƻΦέ 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƳŜΚέ  

ά¸ŀΦ 5ƛƴǘǎƘŀƴƎΚέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ 

άhǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜΣ ¢YΚ !ǊŜ 

ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ .ƻǘǎǿŀƴŀΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 



ά9ƧƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǊ ƪŜ ǘǎŀƳŀȅŜΚέ  (Or should I 

leave?) 

ά9ƘΣ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 

the couch wearing my slides. I get the gate remote and press it, 

opening up the gate. After a few minutes, a knock goes through 

ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ L ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΧ hǊ ǘƘŜƳΚ 

I look down to the luggage, back at him and then at her with my 

mouth dropped.  

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƘƻƭŜ Řŀȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΚέ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ǎŀȅs, not caring.  

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE  

 

 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōŀōȅΚ 

²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ Ǝƻ 

ōŀŎƪ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǎƭŀǘŜΦέ aȅ ƳƻƳ ǎŀȅǎΦ 



άbƻΣ ƳŀƳŀΦ LǘΩǎ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ in the house the whole day. 

²ƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ƳŜΦέ  She sighs. 

άhƪŀȅΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚ aƳŀ ƘƭŜΣ LΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  I snap. 

άYŜŀΣ L ŀƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ 

not talking to anyone, always spending most of your time 

cooped up in your room. Koko even went back home but you 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ YŜŀΣ ƎŜǘ ƘŜƭǇ 

Ƴȅ ǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘǳǘ 

us all out. We are with you, not against you. I love you so much 

my baby and seeing you losing yourself like this, it pains me. I 

ŀƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

hurt like that. I wish I could swap places with you, everyday so I 

can take in all your pain, I want to see you smile, happy and 

ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘΦέ 

She cries, making me cry too. 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƳŀƳŀΦέ L ǎƛǘ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ 

her. 

άbƻΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ YŜŀΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƻΦέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƎΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΦ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΣ ƘŜǊ 

name is Nomcebo Myeni. She has helped Nomthandazo 



Mbatha, remember her? The one who was raped by her uncle 

undŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǘŎƘΚ {ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎƻǳƭΦ Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōǳǘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

be easy but 

Advertisement 

L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦέ ²Ŝ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎΣ ǿƛǇŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΦ άL 

love you, mamŀΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

ά/ŀƴ L ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊΚ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǘŎƘ 

Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƎŜŀǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

I shook my head. 

άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ άYŜǘƭŀ ǘǎŀƳŀȅŀ ƭŜ ¢ƛŘƛ ŀƴŘ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭŜΦέ 

όLΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ¢ƛŘƛ ŀƴŘ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭŜ ǿƛth.)  

 

 

***   

 

 



I press the gate remote and drive in the premises. Tidi 

recognises the house and starts clapping her hands.  

ά!ōǳǘƛ ¢ŜōȊŀΗ !ōǳǘƛ ¢ŜōȊŀΗέ {ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ 

excitedly in the backseat. The love she has for Tebogo is out of 

the world. I sometimes feel like she loves him more than I do. 

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ LϥƳ 

ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƘŀƪȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ 

not but, I am already here so let me not choose between the 

latter. 

 

 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƎǳȅǎΦέ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ L 

also get off, going to the back to get Tidi off the seat belt. 

 

 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ōǳŘƎŜ ƛƴΧ L ōǳŘƎŜ ƛƴ 

anyway hold Tidi on my waist.  

ά{ƛǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦέ hƴǘƘatile asks. 

άLϥƳ ƻƪŀȅΣ bǘƘŀǘƛΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ  

We walk in further and I hear the TV playing in the living room. 

So he is here.  



άIƛΚέ L ǎŀȅ ŀǎ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ IŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

hƘ ǎƘƛǘΗ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚ ά¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΧέ  

άaŀƪƻǘƛΦέ IŜ ǎƳiles. I want to roll my eyes. What the fuck is he 

doing here, in my house? 

ά9ǊǊΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎΧέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ ά²ƛƭŜ ƪŀŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ 

(Where has Tebogo gone to?) 

ά¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊΦέ  

I glance at the glass coffee table. He has put a glass of cognac 

on it. WHT THE FUCK ARE THE COASTERS FOR!!!!???? Argh!  

! ōŀōȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ ! ōŀōȅΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΦ 

Who's baby could it be?  

A beautiful woman walks down, holding the crying infant in her 

arm. 

 

 

άIƛΚέ {ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ƳŜΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŜ ōŜ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻϥǎ ǿƛŦŜΚ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

that they were pregnant. 

άIŜƭƭƻΦέ L ƎǊŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ ά9ǊǊΣ bǘƘŀǘƛΧ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛŘƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ L Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  

ά!ǿŜǎƻƳŜΗ ¢ƛŘƛΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ IŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅ ǇǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ L ƪƴƻǿ 

that he is excited to play the P{р ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛǘΩǎ 



gonna be a fight when we have to leave. I want to make it 

ǎƴŀǇǇȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

ά{ŜǎƛΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ŀōǳǘƛ ¢ŜōȊŀΦέ ¢ƛōƛ ǿƘƛƴŜǎΦ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƴŀƴŀΦέ 

ά/ŀƭƭ ƘƛƳΦέ ¢ƛŘƛ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΗ 

άhƪŀȅΦ Dƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǳǘƛ bǘƘŀǘƛ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƭƪ 

away. 

 

 

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΚ bƻǘ ōŀŘΦέ bƻǘ ōŀŘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ 

she trying to say? I'll fuck her up! 

άbƻǘ ōŀŘΚέ L ŀǎƪ 5ƛƴŜƻΦ 

άLϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ YŜƴƴŀ 5ƛƴŜƻΣ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻϥǎ ǿƛŦŜΦέ  L ƴƻŘΦ άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

we showed up hŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ  

 

 

I ascend the stairs, leaving her with standing. I get to the 

bedroom, going to the closet and start packing my work stuff 

and other things.  



Why is Tokollo and his wife here? How long have they been 

here and how much longer are they going to stay here because 

ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊΣ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ 

they are, in my house. 

 

 

After many minutes, I was done. I hear giggles outside the 

closet, Tidi's heart warming giggles. 

ά±ǊƻƻƻƻƻƻƳƳƳΗέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻϥǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ¢ƛōƛ ǘƻ 

laugh out loud. Tebogo is here. I feel my stomach rumbling, the 

temperature in the room getting high. Is anyone burning fire? 

LǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

 

 

The door into the closet slowly opens, he steps in with Tidi on 

Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΦ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ aȅ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŦǊƻȊŜƴΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

even move my eyes away from him. His cologne fills up the 

room. He puts Tidimalo on the ottoman and then puts his 

hands deep in the pockets, looks at me, I manage to drop my 

eyes. 

 

 



άaŀƳŀǎƛΦέ Iƛǎ ŘŜŜǇ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ƙƛǘǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ L Ƴƛǎǎ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƭŘΦέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ ōǳǘΣ ƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ  

ά¢ƛŘƛΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀōǳǘƛ bǘƘŀǘƛ ǘƻ ǇƻǳǊ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άLŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΗ ¸ŜŜŜŜǎǎǎΗέ ¢ƛŘƛ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 

ά.Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊŎŀǎŜΣ ¢ƛŘƛƳŀƭƻΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΧ LΧέ IŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

breathes. Tebogo is not good with expressing his feelings, but 

at least I know that he is genuine. He sighs.  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻǊ ǎŀȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎƛƴƎΣ YŜƪŜΦ L 

ŀƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΧέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻϥǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ ά¢Ŝƭƭ 

ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ 

my hands, looking at me. 

άLǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ, it hurts! I get nightmares every night 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ¢Ŝōƛ ƛǘ Ƙŀǳƴǘǎ ƳŜΦέ L ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴΦ IŜ 

puts his arms around me and my legs get wobbly. We both sink 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜǘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΦ 



άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bad nights together. 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 

ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ 

άLΩƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΧέ 

άbƻΦ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΦ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦέ  

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ YŜƪŜΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ Iƛǎ ǘŜŀǊǎ 

sneak out of his eyes. 

 

 

***   

 

 

I waited until they left. I followed the car until it got to 

Savannah. I saw Tebogo getting off car. So he drove them back 

home? How is he going to get back home? Maybe I should give 

ƘƛƳ ŀ ƭƛŦǘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƘƻƳŜΧ 

The cemetery because he belongs there! I want to kill him so 

that his wife can cry for him, lose her mind and lose everything 

that she has.  

¢ƛŎƪ ǘƻŎƪΣ ǘƛŎƪ ǘƻŎƪΧ  



A car stops, he jumps in and then it drives off. Next time, 

¢ŜōȊŀΧ bŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  

I also drive to my place. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ a white 

Polo TSI with tinted windows. Whoever that is, is very bad at 

stalking me. I will deal with that person later, for now let me 

ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

understand why they are hear. 

I walk into my house, and find TK watching TV, eating snacks 

with his feet on the coffee table. He will never change this one. 

LΩƳ ŀ ƴŜŀǘ ŦǊŜŀƪΧ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ ¸ƻƻƘ ǎƘŜ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƭƛǇΗ ¢Y ƛǎ ǳƴǘƛŘȅ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ 

I wonder how his wife survives because me and him, always 

fought. 

 

 

I perch myself on the one sitter couch, piercing my eyes on him. 

ά{ŜǊŜƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎŀ ƘŀƻΚέ ό²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΚύ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘƻƻǊ ǎǘŜǇΣ ¢YΧ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛƴŜƻ and the 

baby. Wait, not just a baby but a new born infant. Does Mom 



and Dad even know that you are here? When did you arrive in 

South Africa? Did you fly with the small baby or you flew with a 

ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘΚέ  

ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƭŀȄΣ bro? We wanted to surprise you but 

ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ aƻƳ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

yet, I will call her tomorrow and tell her about this. All I can tell 

ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ŀƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ {! ƴǘǿŀƴŀΗέ IŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΚέ L ƭŜŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

couch. 

ά²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ IŜ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ŀ ŎƘǳƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

mouth. I chuckle, bitterly. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΦέ  

άbƻΣ LΩƳ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ Wǳǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΦ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 

ƧƻōΦέ L ǿƛŘŜƴ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άhǘƭƛƭŜ ƘƛŜǊ ƻǎŜƴŀ ǇƭŀƴΚ h 5ƻƳΗέ ό¸ƻǳ ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ 

plan? You are dumb!)  

άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΦέ IŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ Ƙƛǎ 

index finger at me. 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ .LD .wh¢I9w ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ 

L Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀƴǘΦέ L ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ϥ.LD .wh¢IER'. 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ ¸ƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  



ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΣ ōǊƻΚ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǳǘ 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƘǘΦέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻΦ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŎϥƳƻƴ ƳŀƴΗέ Lǎ ƘŜ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚ άL ƳŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ōŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƴƛŎŜ ŎŀǊǎΦέ hƪŀȅΣ ǿƘƻ .ŜǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ 

brother? 

άaȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŀȅ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳrs. I'm skating on thin ice 

with my wife. I'm still on hold from work and my life nje is just 

trouble. I'll organise transport for you to take you to 

Potchefstroom tomorrow. I need to sort out my life, in peace. I 

Ǝƻǘǘŀ ŦŀŎŜ Ƴȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ 

ά/ŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎǘŀȅ ƪƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ȅŀƪƻ ƪŀǎƛΚέ όLƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΚύ LƳŀƎƛƴŜΗ YŜŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

but he wants me to let him live there. 

άbƻΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLΩƳ ŀ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦέ LϥƳ ǎǳŎƘ a 

ōŀŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ƘƛƳΦ DƻǎƘΣ L ŀƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 

lot of stress, he probably understands. 

ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ŀ ōƻȅΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά! ƎƛǊƭΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 



άaƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΣ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎΦ άLΩƭƭ 

give some money jǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ƴǘǿŀƴŀΦ L ƻǿŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƻǿŜ ƳŜ ǘǿƻΦέ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΦ άaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƭŜŀƴ 

Ƴȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦέ 

άL ǎǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭΦέ 

 

 

I run upstairs, going to my room. After taking off my clothes, I 

left them on the floor and got into bed.  

Kea! 

Seeing her, speaking to her after so long, it felt good. I will 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ 

I promised to protect her but, I failed her. I failed her so much 

ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ever want to come back to me. 

I've fucked up so bad but believe me, I love that woman! I will 

die wherever she dies. 

I hope she forgives me, one day. 

 

 

***   



 

 

DINEO (TK'S WIFE) DICHABA 

 

 

If anyone told me that being a mother is this difficult, I would 

have had second thoughts. I hardly slept last night. The baby 

kept me up, crying, not wanting to sleep. I ended up going to 

the living room, sleeping with her on the couch. 

Her name is Oratile Happiness Dichaba. She's only three weeks 

old. Two days after we arrived in South Africa, Tokollo rushed 

me to the hospital so that I can get my baby delivered. We 

ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ōǳǘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

we have to consider our baby 

Advertisement 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ Ƙƻǳse. 

9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀǎǘŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

coming back to SA but we knew that we had to come back 

home. 

 

 



Oratile is peacefully sleeping on my chest, I am not sleeping in a 

comfortable way but, if it means for my baby to be this 

peaceful, so be it. 

άaƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ƳŜΦ 

άLǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΚ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǘŀƭƪ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ōŀōȅ ƪŜǇǘ ƳŜ ŀǿŀƪŜΦ {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎǊȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΦέ IŜ 

complains, sitting on the couch. 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 

becomes deaf or dead. I am alone when it comes to parenting, 

¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦέ L ŦŜŜƭ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻǳǘΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚ ¢ƻƪƻƭƭƻ ƛǎ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΚ {ƻΣ 

ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΚέ  

I nod, swallowing the lump. 

άaȅ ǎǘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ 

ōǳǘΣ L ŦƻǊŎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴΣ L 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛŦǘ 

away from her, she needs to feel at least one of us close to 

ƘŜǊΦέ L ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 



άhƴƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {! ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

ago. My mother was expecting us three months ago but, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ōŀŘΦέ  

άaȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǇǊƻǳŘΦ IŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

something bothering him. He goes on like everything is okay. 

Iƻǿ ŘŜŜǇ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άL ŀƳ ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜōǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳse of him. Our cars are 

ǊŜǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪΦέ IŜ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ LΩƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦέ IŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ 

ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ ! ǿƘƻƭŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ 

he did this to himself, stealing money like it was nothing. 

ά¸ŜǇΣ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ hǊŀǘƛƭŜ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇΣ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ 

 

 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ  

άhǊŀǘƛƭŜΦέ  

άDƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ tƻǘŎƘŜŦǎǘǊƻƻƳΦ Lϥƭƭ ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƴƛŜŎŜΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜΚέ  

ά/ΩƳƻƴΦ YƛŘǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀǿ how Tidi clung up on me 

ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦέ L ƴƻŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 



ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿƛŦŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΚέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ 

Oratile from my chest into his big muscular hands and arms. 

άbƻΦ ! ƭƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜned a month ago, she even moved out. She 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ L ƴƻŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊŜŀǎǘ Ƴƛƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŘƎŜΣ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I was so sure that I wanted to go back to work but, today 

morning I chickened out. I had flashbacks of how I was 

kidnapped to the last day when Tebogo found me. I cannot get 

the image out of my mind. I cannot forget how he penetrated 

inside of me, his groans, his breath and the slapping my cheeks 

received. Not to imagine the smell of his breath. How do I 

forget that? How can I erase this memory out of my mind. Why 



did it have to happen to me? What took Tebogo so long to find 

me?  

 

 

ά¦ƳƴŀŘƛΣ ƴŜǘ ǳǉƛƴƛƭŜΦ ±ǳƭŀ ƴȅŀƴŀΦέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀre 

so uptight. Open your legs a little.) His voice still rings in my 

head. 

άbƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗέ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

ά.ŀȅƻǘƘƛ ƳŀōŜƪǳ ǘƘƻƭŀΣ ȊŀōŜ ƴƎƛ ǉŜŘƛƭŜ ƴƎŀǿŜΗέ ό²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗέ  

άbƻΗέ  

He slapped me and held me Ǉƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ 

he enjoy himself forcefully on me, with my body.  

This is too much to go through a day, without imagining it. I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘΗ 

 

 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘΗ Lǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ L ŎŀƴΩǘΗέ L ǿƘƛƳǇŜǊΦ άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƛƴΗ 

God ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΧ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜΗέ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΚέ aȅ ŘŀŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦ 

ά¦ƴƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  



άbƻΣ ǇŀǇŀΦ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΗέ L ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀǘƘǘǳō ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ 

short tights and sports bra. 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ /ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪΦέ  

άbƻΗ [ŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Ǉŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǊŀǾƛǎƘŜŘΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ home at 

ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦέ  

 

 

I ignore him as he keeps talking alone on the door. I take the 

razor blade and start cutting my wrist. The first cut hurt but, I 

enjoyed the second one so, I am going for the third one and 

more. My tears are now blinding me. My water is now bloody 

red and my body starts shivering. 

 

 

άY9!.9¢{²9 L ŀƳ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΗ hƴŜΧέ 

BANG! The door falls down scarring the shit out of me.  What 

happened to three? I was waiting for three! 

ά5ŀƳƳƛǘ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΗ bƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻΗ CǳŎƪΗέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǳŘŜǊΦ 



 

 

 He carries me out of my pool of blood. I am starting to feel the 

pain in the cuts but physical pain is somehow nicer than the 

emotional pain. 

He puts me on the bed, taking my T-shirt to wrap my left hand 

wrist tight so that the bleeding can stop. He then takes the light 

sheet from my bed and wraps my cold body, carrying me out. 

 

 

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƴŀƴŀΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



37 

TEBOGO DICHABA  

 

 

As soon as Patrick called me, I stopped everything that I was 

doing and drove to the hospital. Upon my arrival, I was 

attacked by Kea's mother. She started hitting me with her hand 

bag. Kea's father had to pull her to stop.  

ά¸ƻǳ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΗΚέ  

άL ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ƳƳŀƎǿŜ ¢ƛŘƛƳŀƭƻΦέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ƴŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΗέ 

άaƳŀƎǿŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ 

άIƻǿ ƛǎ ǎƘŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǎŜŘŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ¢ƛŘƛƳŀƭƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 

back later.έ L ƴƻŘΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊΦέ YŜŀϥǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƭƻǾŜ 

this woman. Lol! 

I made my way into her ward. She is peacefully sleeping. Her 

left hand is bandaged, probably where she had cut herself. I 



ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙŀppened to me if 

she left me. Is this how she felt when I was shot?  

aŀȅōŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ L 

cannot put her through so much pain anymore. She deserves to 

be happy, not worrying when my enemies might want to 

attack, living in fear. I love her too much so, I think it is best 

that we go our separate ways. 

I hold her hand. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ aȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ 5ŀƳƴ ǘŜŀǊǎΗ άL 

ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

anymore. This is not life, ƛǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǊΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛŦ L ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΧ  you know, I am 

not good with words sweedie. Entlek, kenyako botsa hore ke 

tlala kawena, san. (I am into you.) I sniff. 

ά {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŜ ŜǾƻƪŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳΣ L ŦŜƭǘ alive with 

ȅƻǳ ōǳǘΣ LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

ǿŀƴǘǎǿŀǊŀΚέ ό5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƳŜΚύ L ƭŜŀƴ ƻǾŜǊΣ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

forehead.  

άDƻƻŘōȅŜΣ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  

 

 

***   



 

 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ YŜŀ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

parents. I am dying to hear from her but also, trying to stay 

away from her.  

I finish the whiskey in my glass and hit the counter, calling the 

barmaid.  

ά9ƪ ǎŜΗέ {ƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ άCƛȄ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ƴƻϥ ƎƛǊƭΣ ƛǘ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǉǳƛƭŀΦέ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΚέ L 

chuckle. 

άaȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΣ 

wiping the counter with a cloth.  

After a while, she gives me one shot, I look at her. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŜΚέ 

άLǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚέ L Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǘΣ 

quickly taking the sliced lemon into my mouth. 

άLǘϥǎ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƛŦŜΦέ 

ά{ƻΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΚέ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ 

lower lip into ƘŜǊ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ L ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ 



ά¸ƻǳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΚέ 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΚ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ƳŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ L ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άaȅ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ .Φ .ƭŀŎƪ wŀƴƎŜ wƻǾŜǊ 9ǾƻǉǳŜΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ 

oǳǘ Ƴȅ ǿŀƭƭŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ άYŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 

I wink at her, walking out. There is no way I could miss the fact 

that she wants me.  

I get to my car and stand, leaning at the back of it. I get my 

cigarette from my pocket and light it before taking my first puff. 

I see her cat walking in her black and white uniform. She has on 

a white golf t-shirt, a black leather wrap-around skirt and black 

sneakers.  

I throw the cigarette butt on the ground, unlocking the car. I 

open the backseat door for her and smirk. She jumps in and I 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƛƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ 

of me, kissing her lips. 

άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǳƴȊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƪƛǊǘΦ 

άaȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻǳǘΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

others notice my dƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦέ 

άLΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪΦέ  

 

 



***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE  

 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ aȅŜƴƛ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 

ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǘǊȅΦ 

I am seated in her confiding office. It is really chilled. Orange 

wall, white ceiling, white mat and a red couch. I love it. 

άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǇŀŘΦ 

άLΩƳ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ōƭŀƴƪΦ  

άIƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴΚέ  

άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎƘe 

could not hear me. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƛǘ 

takes you back to the events of the past. But, it helps to talk 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƻ 

help you. Allow me to help you. Take it as if I am your best 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ .Ŝǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΚ  



άIƻǿ Řƻ L ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŀ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦ !ƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

in depression. I want to help you out before it can get there. 

How about we get to know Keabetswe Molise in this session, 

ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΚέ L 

sigh, nodding. 

 

 

***   

 

 

After the session, I found my mother waiting for me outside. I 

got in the car and she drove us to the mall for late breakfast. 

άIƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άaŀƳŀ Řƻ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΚ LǘΩǎ ōƻǊƛƴƎΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ 

eyes. 

 

 



***   

 

 

Later that day when we got home. I went to my bedroom and 

threw myself on the bed. I started thinking about Tebogo. I 

ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ IŜ 

ǾƛŜǿǎ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎŜǎ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ 

him, just to make sure that he ƛǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜΣ L Ƴƛǎǎ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ 

much but, I am not sure if he still feels the same with me.  

aŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ 

I get off the bed, taking my sling bag and my phone, walking 

out. 

 

 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻΚέ  I bump into my mother down the 

corridor.  

άLΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

άaŀΧέ 

άbƻΣ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ L ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǳǘΣ 

requesting a cab.  



άL ǿƛƭƭΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

I started feeling hot as the car halted in front of TebƻƎƻΩǎ 

house. I got off, going to the small gate. I walk in, heading to 

the kitchen door. He is here, the windows are open. 

I knock four times until the door gets opened.  

 

 

άYŜŀΦέ IŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ƳŜΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

looks back at me. 

ά!Ƴ L ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿǎΦ 

ά¦ƘΧ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

before looking back at me. He looks uneasy. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƛƴΚέ  

 

 



He wants to say something but, decides against it. He steps 

aside, letting me in then closes the door. It feels weird, what we 

are doing. We stare at each other for a while, not saying 

anything. I hear footsteps walking closer and closer. 

ά¢ŜōȊŀ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻΧέ L ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ look at her, she stops 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

ƻŦ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŘ ǎƭǳǘȅ ƭƛƴƎŜǊƛŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ 

ǎƘŜ ƛǎΦ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƘƻ 

has now bowed his head. I charge towards the girl, she trips on 

her steps back and falls. So clumsy!  

ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴΣ ōƛǘŎƘΗέ L ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

face but, she blocks by using her arms and hands, screaming 

like a bitch she is. 

άYŜŀΣ ǎǘƻǇΗέ ¸ƻƻƘΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ 

ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊȅΦ IŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΦ  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

called me or checked on me? Because you were bringing 

harlots in my housŜΚέ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ άL ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 

check up on you but I can see that you are doing very well. Let 

ƳŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǘΣ LϥƳ ƻǳǘΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǇƛƴƎ 

my tears. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛ ǿŀƛǘΦέ 



άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΗέ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀnd open it to a 

ōƛƎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ ά/ŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚέ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜƭƭΧ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΚ ¢ǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪΣ ƴƻǿΗέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I watched her, pointing the gun on Keabetswe as she walked in, 

closing the door. I try searching for my gun. 

 

 

άIǳƘΣ ǳƘ-ǳƘΗ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΦ hƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻǾŜΣ 

ǎƘŜ ŘƛŜǎΦέ  

άbŎŜŘƛǎƻΧέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ 

άLƴ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ōŀōȅΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  



άL ƪƴƻǿΣ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛŘƛƴƎΦέ 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜΚ !ƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ L 

feel! Ever since you moved in with him, you dumped me. Hardly 

ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜΦ !ƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛŎƪΚέ 

άbŎŜŘƛΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

talk. I promise, I will come back home and do the things that we 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƛǊƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǘŜƴŘŜǊΦ 

άbƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΗέ bŎŜŘƛǎƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 

 

 

άbŎŜŘƛǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜΦ [ŜŀǾŜ Yea out of this. Shoot me, kill 

ƳŜΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ bƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ 

άƪŜŀ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƳƛƴŜΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ L ǿŀǎ 

going to drive you away but, you left me ǎǘƛƭƭΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΗΚέ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ōƻǘƘ ǎŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 



ά¸ŜǎΗ ¸ƻǳϥǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƪƛǎǎ L ƻƴŎŜ ƎŀǾŜ 

ȅƻǳ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦέ YŜŀ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƘŀǊŘΦ 

{ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ bŎŜŘƛǎƻΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ 

away, forever and not come back. We are going to be happy 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΧ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ bŎŜŘƛΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦέ 

άYŜŀΣ ƴƻΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΦ 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦέ ¢Ƙis bitch is crazy.  

άbŎŜŘƛǎƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦέ 

άƛŦ L ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜǊ ǎŀŘΦ L ƭƻǾŜ 

ƘŜǊ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ 

Kea starts crying louder. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎŀŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ YŜŀΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ŦŀǎǘΦέ {ƘŜ clicks the gun but before anything can happen, a vas 

is thrown at the back of her head. When did the barmaid even 

get the  vas? She screams in pain, dropping the gun as she 

holds the back of her head. Kea quickly takes the gun and 

points it at her. 



ά¸ƻǳ ƭŜt them torture me! You let him rape me because of all of 

ǘƘƛǎΚ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻōǎΦ  

άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ 

άL ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴϥǎ 

ŘŜƴΦ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ bŎŜŘƛΚέ 

άLΩƳ {ƻǊǊȅΣ ǘǎŀƭŀΦέ  

άbƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΗ ¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ  

 

 

BANG! The first shot came out. Ncedi is down, bleeding on her 

stomach. 

BANG! Another shot on her chest. The bartender screams for a 

dear life. 

 

 

YŜŀΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΦ L quickly take the gun from her 

hands.  

ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ YŜƪŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅ ά {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ 

her head. 

άL ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ ¢Ŝōƛ L ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎΦ 



άL ƪƴƻǿ ōŀōȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

άLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧŀƛƭΗ ¢Ŝōƛ L ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ  

άbƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ Ǝƻƛƴg to jail, Mamasi. I need you to stay strong for 

me, just for now. Go upstairs and get the sheets. I will make a 

ǉǳƛŎƪ ŎŀƭƭΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ άbƻǿΣ YŜƪŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎΣ 

walking away. I call T-Man. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΦέ 

ά9ƧƻΦ YŜ ƴŀƭŜ ŦƭƻǇƻ ƴȅŀƴŀ ƘƛŜǊΦέ όL ƘŀǾŜ a little problem.) 

ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ 

ά! ŘŜŀŘ ōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 

ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦέ  

ά{ƘƻΦέ L ƘŀƴƎ ǳǇΦ ά²ŜƴŀΣ ƻǎŀƭŜ ƘƛŜǊΚ ±ŀȅŀΗέ ό!nd you? Why are 

ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΚ [ŜŀǾŜΗέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ {ƘŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

her clothes and storms out of the house. 

 

 



Kea finally get back with the sheets. I take them and start 

wrapping Ncedi's body. 

άYŜƪŜΣ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦέ I carry the 

body to my favourite car. My Golf 7R. I put her in the boot and 

ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ YŜŀ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΦ ά¢ŀƪŜ Ƴȅ 

phone and call T-aŀƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ  

{ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

how she did that with such shaky hands but, she did it. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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We met up with T-MAN, Kabza and Tiisetso at the location and 

then we drove deeper into the forest.   

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜΣ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

straight. Only if I had listened to Tebogo when he said I should 

give the gun.  

The cars stop. I look at Tebogo, he looks back at me without 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ aȅ ǎƻōǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 

an noise.  

 

 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΣ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘΦέ IŜ ǳƴƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the car. 

άIŜōŀƴƴŀΣ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΚέ YŀōȊŀ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ 

άDŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

says. 

ά²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΚέ T-aŀƴ ŀǎƪǎΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΚέ 



ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΧ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 

Tiisetso opens the bonnet, uncovering the face, she whistles. 

άCǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳΚέ ¢ƛƛǎŜǘǎŜ ŀǎƪǎΧ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ 

they so chilled about this? They are even laughing, joking about 

Ncediso. 

 

 

ά/ŀƴ ǿŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ 

ƘƻƳŜΚέ Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŘƛŀǇƘǊŀƎƳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ  

άYŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 

says.  

άbƻΧέ L ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪΦ άL ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘΦέ  

ά{ƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΗΚέ YŀōȊŀ ŀǎƪǎΣ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ  

ά9Ƴŀ ƴȅŀƴŀ ƧƻΦέ όIƻƭŘ ƛǘΦύ ¢ŜōȊŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ YŀōȊŀΦ 

ά¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴŜǿǎΦέ  

άCǳǘǎŜƪ ƳŀƴΣ YŀōȊŀΗέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L ǎǘŀǊǘ 

crying as my body trembles uncontrollably. He holds me very 

ǘƛƎƘǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƭƭΦ 

 

 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ L ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ IŜ ƘǳƎǎ ƳŜΦ 



ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜƭǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ L ǿŀǎ 

so scared, cooped up in my room, day in and day out, missing 

some of my exams and all those sleepless nights having 

nightmares. It gets better in time I can promise you that but, 

ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ  

άLΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ L ƘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƛƎƘǘŜǊΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ IŜ ƪƛǎǎ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜŜƪΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΧ ŎƻƳŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 

ƎƻΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ Ƙand and leads me to the car.  

 

 

I stood there, looking at her lifeless body. Something on my 

shoulders was off-loaded, I felt freer and somehow it felt right. 

Maybe this was the therapy I needed, the closure that my soul 

needed but, how am I going to live each day knowing that I 

killed a person? Not just any person but my best friend who 

had just confirmed her feelings to me. Oh, Rest in peace my 

dear friend.  

 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƴƻǊ 

mention it to anyone else no matter whatΦέ ¢-Man tells me. 

ά²Ŝ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǿ bŎŜŘƛ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ Y½bΦέ IŜ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ 



ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪΦ άhǘƭƻōŀ ǎƘŀǇΣ ǿŜϥƭƭ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅΦέ 

Laugh? He is joking akere? How do I laugh about something so 

ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΚ L ƴƻŘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΧ 

 

 

***   

 

 

Kabza dropped us off at our house after we were certain that 

the car and Ncedi's body were burnt to ashes and nothing can 

trace back to us, including the gun.  

Tebogo opens the door and we walk into a pool of Ncedi's 

blood. My breathing gets heavy, those hot flashes come back 

and I feel like I am going to drop to the floor. 

 

 

ά.ǊŜŀǘƘŜΣ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΧ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ YŜŀΦέ IŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ƳŜ ǳǇΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻƴ 

the counter before he takes a glass 

Advertisement 

ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ά5ǊƛƴƪΧέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ 

ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ άCŜŜƭƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚέ 

aȅ ƭƛǇǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜΣ L Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ άDƻ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ 



ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ IŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

I make my way out of the kitchen but I stop and turn back. 

 

 

ά!Ƴ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΚέ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 

crazy, I have to be fine. I must be fine. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ IŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

After a long time of waiting, crying, tossing and turning. Tebogo 

walks out from the bathroom and gets into bed, spooning me. I 

sigh, looking at the wall. I am no longer crying. I sigh again. 

 

 

ά{ŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ 

to ask him. I want to say something. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎΚέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ aŀƳƛ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǇƛΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǳƴōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΦ 



ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭΚέ  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ IŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 

άLϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ IŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎΦ 

άbƻΧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ You probably met before and fucked around 

ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ aȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άaŀƳŀǎƛΧέ  

άwƛƎƘǘΚέ IŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǉǳƛŜǘΦ L ǊŜƳƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΣ 

moving away. 

 

 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ L ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΦ 

ά¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴΦέ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ IŜ 

gets off the bed.  

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΦ 

I hit her and the next thing I kicked someone. Your bitch is 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƧŀƛƭΦέ  

άYŜŀΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘΗέ L ǿŀƭƪ towards the door, he runs and get to it 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΣ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ [L{¢9bΗέ  



άbƻΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΧ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ¢±Σ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΦ L 

will protect you. I will go to jail for ȅƻǳ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎƴƛǘŎƘ 

ƻƴ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ 

 

 

ά!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΧέ IŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ƳŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ 

attempts to get off but I stop him. 

άaŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΧέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΧ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 

ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ  

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 

biceps getting him on the mood. He leans over and kisses my 

neck. I close my eyes. He takes my hands and puts them in a 

pinion position. His image appears as he forces his hands 

between my legs. 

 

 



άbƻΦέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǎǘƻǇΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜΦέ  

άhǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ YŜŀΧ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦέ 

άaŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǎǘƻǇΧ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǊŀǇŜ ƳŜΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΧέ L 

cry out. 

ά.ŀōȅΧ hǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΧ YŜŀΗέ  

I flip my eyes open, panting. 

 

 

άLǘϥǎ ƳŜ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƻŦŦ ƳŜΦ IŜ ƭŀȅǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 

pulls me closer so I can pay my head on hƛǎ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΧ L 

ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΣ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ǿǊŀǇǎ 

his hands around me. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

 

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ōǳƳǇȅ year with Kea. Just when I thought we 

were getting somewhere, Kea has started losing it. She is very 

moody and very edgy. I am not even sure if I say the right things 

ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƭƛǇǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

easy for her, especially when she is close to her family that is 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ YŜŀΦ  

 

 

She has moved back in my house but Lord!... We fighting so 

much these days and I am sometimes scared to go back home, 

ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪΧ ȅŜǇΣ Ƴȅ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛfted months ago and 

work is my only focus now, if not Kea. I have lost my sweet Kea 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ aŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

parents' house, far from Gauteng so that she could meditate 

and find herself. She still goes for therapy but, instead of her 

getting better, she gets worse.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜȄ ƭƛŦŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƳŀǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 

past few days. She always has excuses and tells me about pains, 

ai. 



 

 

aȅ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ 5ŀƳƳƛǘΗ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǎƛƴŎŜ оŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ 

05:30. I have to get ready for work. I switch it off and turn to 

Kea who is fast asleep. 

Sigh. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƪŀǘΚέ L ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊΦ 

I get off from the bed and stretch myself before going to the 

bathroom to take my bath.  

 

 

After I was done, I wrapped a towel around my waist and went 

back to the bedroom. Kea was not there and the bed was nicely 

made with my outfit for today. I lotion my body and wear my 

suit and formal shoes, not forgetting my wrist watch. I brush 

my short hair and put on the cologne before making my way 

downstairs.  

 

 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΧέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

living room, holding a plate of food.  



άaƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƻŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘΦ 

άL ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦ {ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΦέ  

άYŜŀΧ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŘƻǿƴΣ 

disappointed. 

άhƪŀȅΦέ  

Sigh! 

ά.ǳǘΣ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘōƻȄΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ  She nods taking the plate back to the kitchen. I hit my 

ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘŀǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ 

 

 

We are not drifting apart, I still feel her she is very close to me 

ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ 

She comes back after a while with my lunch box.  

 

 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ 

I take my laptop bag. 



άDƻƻŘ ōȅŜΦέ  

ά/ŀƴ L ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άbƻǘ ƴƻǿΦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƘŜƴ L ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΚέ  

ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊ YŜŀΦέ  

άCƛƴŜΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ YŜŜǇ ƻƴ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƴŀǇǎΦ  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƪŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 

heels walking away. Just when I get to the door, my face gets 

missed by an empty cup, it hits the door. I turn back, looking at 

her, shocked. That was close. 

 

 

ά²ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ƳŜΚέ L ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

stands looking at me with her chest constantly rising and falling. 

L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ άhǘƘƻƳŀ Ƙƻϥ ƴǘƭǿŀŜƭŀ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ 

akere? You starting to shit on ME! I will slap you so hard that 

ȅƻǳ Ƙƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜǎǘ ƳŜΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ 

just motionless 

Advertisement 

with tears falling down to her cheeks, staring right in my eyes. 

I hold her shoulders and roughly shake her. 



 

 

ά5h ¸h¦ I9!w a9ΗΚέ L ȅŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅ 

and bows her head, crying silently. I let go of her and take my 

things as I go out. This is what I was trying to avoid, declining 

breakfast, it never ends without an argument. 

 

 

***   

 

 

I am sitting in my office desk, looking outside these humongous 

windows deep in my thoughts, thinking about Kea. How do we 

Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ 

her, kea mo rata, I really love her. I think I should just send her 

to Potchefstroom tomorrow, the sooner the better.  

 

 

My phone beeps a message on the desk. I take it and read the 

message. 



'We need to talk. Can we meet today at lunchtime?' - +27 79 

553 7246. Another message follows with the address from the 

same number. 

I cluck my tongue throwing my phone back on the table. What 

could she want?  

 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

After Tebogo left in the morning, I cleaned up and got myself 

ready to the doctor. I paid the doctor a visit about a week ago 

and she did some blood tests. The results came in today and I 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

me and I know it. I knew it from the first day I started smelling 

bad odor in my vagina, not forgetting the yellow discharge. I am 

using feminine hygiene products, just to control the smell. I did 

both urine and blood tests last week and, I could have gotten 

some of my results the same day but, I wanted to get them all 

in the same day. 



 

 

άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΧ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎŜŀǘΦέ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŘŜǎƪΣ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘe brown 

A4 envelope of results. She opens it and she looks through it. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

nervous. My heart beats out of my chest. 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ 

άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ L ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦΦΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ т ǿŜŜƪǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ  I 

am not surprƛǎŜŘ ǎƻΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻŘΦ ά!ƴŘΧ ¸ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ Ƙŀǎ 

ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ L ƎŀǎǇΦ 

άLƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΚέ  I ask. 

ά/ƘƭŀƳȅŘƛŀ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ {ƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƭƻƻƪ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ άLǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

mostly By having unprotected vaginal, anal or oral sex. By 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŀōȅ ōȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΣ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƻǊ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎΦέ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΚέ 

 ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ¸ŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜ !ƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ 

for the affected patient and the sexual partners of patients is 

recommended. Screening for other common sexually 



ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ 

writing it down on a piece of paper before giving it to me. 

ά!ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ tŜǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ {ƘŜ 

is one of the best obstetrician-gynecologists we have in the 

ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ  I get up.  

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 

ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƭŜΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǾŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ōŀƎΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

As soon as I got home, I went straight to our bedroom and 

ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊȅΣ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪ 

things around. It was too much to stomach what the doctor 

said. I sit flat on the floor and just close my eyes with the 

coldness of the floor freezing my bums, probably to remind me 

that I am still alive.  

 

 



I always knew that my husband is obnoxious but, for him to do 

me like this; How could he be so reckless? How did I not see 

this coming? Maybe if I had listened to everyone who tried to 

warn me about himΣ ƳŀȅōŜΧ ŀǊƎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎ ƴƻǿΦ 

Lying cheating bustard! 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I got to the location. We are meeting in one of the nearest 

restaurants close to where I work. I got to her table and sat 

down. 

 

 

άL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ {a{ǎΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻ 

find out that I am busy messing around with you! Do you want 

me to call off what we have? Who is going to afford your fancy 

life style? Those expensive weaves, nails, the flat you live in? 



Not ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀŘƎŜǘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

your fancy life because I will take it all back in just a blink of an 

ŜȅŜΦέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ 

ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

άLΩƳ мн ǿŜŜƪǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ {he says. I sit back on the chair, 

loosening my tie. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΚέ 

άLΩƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ¢ŜōȊŀΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΗΚέ  As if I didn't hear her for the second time. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

I heard the door bell, which force me to come out of the 

ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ aŀōŜƭΣ ƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΦ {ƘŜ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōǳōōƭȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛǎΦ IŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

been crying. I let her in.  

 

 

ά!ǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L ŀǎƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ 

works only on Tuesdŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΦ άLǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚέ ²Ŝ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

couches. 

άYŜŀΣ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ L ŎƻƳŜ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 

passed on; I received the news as I was cleaning by your house 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΦ άL ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ L 

can take a two weeks leave so that I can leave your house 

ƪŜȅǎΚέ aȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ IƻǳǎŜ ƪŜȅǎΚ  

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ŀǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭΦ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ aȅ 

ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎΦέ L ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ōǊǳǎƘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ 

me to poǳǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΧ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ 

crying. 



άWǳǎǘ ǿŀǘŜǊΧέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ 

water from the fridge and a glass before I make my way to the 

living room and pour the water for her, she gladly drinks it. 

 

 

άLǎ there anything that we can help with? Contribution at 

ƭŜŀǎǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦέ  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻΣ LΩƭƭ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ 

something before week-ŜƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƘŀƪŜƴΦ LΩƳ 

scared to ask her what happened to her grandmother because 

she might breakdown as the news are still fresh. But the child 

was still small, just three years old, shame. 

 

 

Now, taba ashi. Auntie Mabel is talking about a house that I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦΣ ϥƳȅ ƘƻǳǎŜϥΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ !ƴŘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻught the 

keys to me. Was she living there or what? 

 

 

ά!ǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭΚέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ ά!ǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ƪŜȅǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻΚέ  



ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƛǘΦέ [ƻƭΗ L 

was ŜǾŜƴ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

of. This is news. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƭŜǇǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

sleeping because Tebogo said I should go home and take a day 

ƻŦŦΦέ ²Ƙat!? 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ 

to that house? I am going to get my things upstairs I will be 

ōŀŎƪΦέ  

 

 

I ran upstairs and took my purse and cellphone. I ask Her to 

give me the address so that I can type it in on the Bolt app. I am 

surprised to find that, the house is somewhere in the township. 

As soon as the Bolt cab arrived, we drove to that house. When 

we arrived, I paid the Bolt driver extra to drop off Mabel at her 

house. 

 

 



I unlocked the gate and opened, heading to the front door. I 

had to try three keys before I got the right one to open the 

door. 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ 

he could sneak his hoes in here. So this confirms it all, Tebogo 

has been dribbling me all along.  

I glaƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ L ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ōƛƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

very clean and cozy. I pass the kitchen and the living room, 

going to the passage. I open the first door on my right, the 

room is just empty, the second door on my left, facing the 

empty room it is a bathroom so, this means the last room 

facing the passage is the bedroom. 

 

 

I open the door and walk in. I am not sure what I expected to 

ŦƛƴŘ ōǳǘΣ LΩƳ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

giving me red flags. Is this the person Tebogo has now turned 

me to? Insecure and looking for evidence that he has been 

cheating on me? 

I take my phone and scroll down to his name, calling him. I am 

surprised when he answers. 

 

 



άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘǳǊǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ 

like before. 

άIƛΦέ L Ǝƻ ǉǳƛŜǘΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜǘŎƘ 

ƳŜΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ L ƴƻŘΦ [ƛƪŜ 

he could see me. 

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŎŀōΚέ IŜ ƛǎ ǊǳŘŜ ǘƻƻΣ 

towards me. I start sobbing over the phone, sinking down to 

the floor. It hurts, hearing the man I love talking to me like this. 

He has completely stopped doing things that he used to do for 

me and I am afraid that, he might have been doing all those 

things to his hoes. 

άLǘΩǎ ŦŦŦ--ŦƛƴŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘΦέ L ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ L ƭŜǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ōǳǊǎǘ 

ƻǳǘΦ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƴƻǿΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ Lǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ L 

ŀƳ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅΣ ƎǊǳƳǇȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

healthy especially when there is a pregnancy now involved, I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ 

I should be happy and celebrating my pregnancy but, here am I 

crying over a man who thinks my tears are crocodile tears. 

 

 



***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ YŜŀΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ L ǇŀŎƪŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦfice. It is an hour 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ 

I am not coping at all. A bombshell was dropped on me, earlier. 

Something that will make Kea will go crazy when she finds out. I 

am not pleased at all. I have always wanted to have kids but, 

ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ L  will love 

that baby. I'm in deep sheet. 

 

 

I get to my car and throw everything on the passenger seat. A 

drink or two will do. I need to come with a quick solution to 

this, quickly. 

I reverse the car, driving out of the work premises. Maybe if I 

just spend the night at my house, just to think about this 

through, maybe I can find a way to a solution. What solution do 

I even need? Let me call T-Man. 



I connect my phone to the car radio before calling him. He 

answers after a while. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀōȅ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ 

άtŀǇŀ ǿŀ bƧŀōǳƭƻΣ ƘƻǿΩǎ ƛǘΚέ  

ά9ȅΣ Ƴŀƴ L ǎǿŜŀǊ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜȅ ƘŀƛǊ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōƻȅ ƛǎ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ IŜϥƭƭ ōŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚέ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǎƪΦ 

Sigh. 

άaŀƴΣ L ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ 

ά²ƘƻΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ƪŜ ōŀǊƳŀƛŘΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ¢ŜōȊŀΦέ L ƘŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ 

loud sigh as I turn the steering wheel to the left and then right. 

άLǘΩǎ ƘŜǊΦέ 

ά!ǊƎƘΗ {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΚέ 

ά{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ Wƻ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ YŜŀΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊΦέ 

άbƻΗ !ƪŜǊŜ ƴƴŀ ƪŜ ǎǘƭŀŜƭŀΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ 

up with her 

Advertisement 



you'd tell me where to get off because all I was saying was 

nonǎŜƴǎŜΚέ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΦ L ƘƻǇŜ YŜŀ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀǎǎΦέ IŜ 

hung up. That went well, I guess. 

 

 

I halt the car before getting off to open the gate. I walk back to 

the car, driving into the yard under the shelter. I take my phone 

and laptop sleeve getting off the car. I lock it as I make my way 

to close the gate and then walk into the house. 

 

 

ά!ǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭΣ LϥƳ ƘŜǊŜΗέ L ǎƘƻǳǘΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

ά!ǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭΚέ  

No answer! 

 

 

I walk to the passage and stumble upon the biggest surprise of 

Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƪƴŜŜǎΧΣ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ Iƻǿ 

the fuck did she find out? Is this where she wanted me to fetch 

her? 



She is sitting flat on the floor, her back against the wall and 

with her legs crossed. Her chest is rising and falling every 

second. She is staring into the opposite wall, silently crying but 

not even moving a finger.  

Where am I going to even start explaining. I walk over to her 

ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

eye. I hold her hand. 

 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΦέ  

ά.ǳǘ L ŀƳΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΦέ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴΦ 

άYŜŀΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΧέ 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΦ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ 

ά{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇΗ ¸ƻǳ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǎƻ ǎƘǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ǳǇΗέ  

 

 



L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ƎŜǘ ǾƛǾƛŘΦ aȅ 

hand flew very hard on her face. I hit her with the back of my 

hand on her left cheek, she falls to the floor holding her cheek, 

ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘΧ ƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴƎǊȅΣ YŜŀΦ [ƻƻƪ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŘƻΣ 

ƴƻǿΦέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ άDŜǘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪΦέ  

I get up from the floor, going to the living room.  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 

 

I get to the living room, heavily breathing. I take off the tie, 

untucking my shirt. I sit down on the couch, brushing my face, 

ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ L ƪŜŜǇ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻ 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

blame, to puǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ YŜŀ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ 

me. 

She walks in after a while, and stands across the room. She 

wipes her tears. 

άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚέ 

ά5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ 

that yoǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΚέ L ƎŀǎǇΦ 



άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎΦέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΗΗΗ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘΗέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜΗέ L ƎǊƻŀƴΦ 

άhǊ ǿƘŀǘΗΚ ¸ƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ƳŜΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ 5ƻ ƛǘΣ ŎƻƳŜΦΗέ 

άY9!.9¢{²9Ηέ  I warn. 

ά/ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƻƳΚέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎΦ 

CǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǘΗ {ƘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΚ  

Someone shoot me, right now!  

άL Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΦΦέ  

ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƛǇŜ ƘŜǊ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ 

tears.  

άYŜŀΧέ 

άbƻΣ L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ ¸ƻǳϥŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ each day in a bad 

mood and make me look and sound crazy for being a concerned 

fiancé that I am who's been up all night, waiting for you to 

come back home while you are busy here buried deep in 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴϥǎ ƘƻƭŜΦέ L ōǊǳǎƘ Ƴȅ ǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ ōŜŀǊŘΣ ƴƻǘ 

knowing what to say. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ 

actually the one. You were not there for me when I needed you 

most. I am not happy. You were supposed to be my tranquil, 



Ƴȅ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōǳǘΧέ {ƘŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊƭȅ 

chuckle.  

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΦ Iƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άbŜƴƎΣ ƘǳƘ ǿƘŜƴΚ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

talk you ignore me. Tell me, what did I ever do wrong to you? 

²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŦƛȄ ƛǘΚ ¢ŜōƛΣ L ƪƴƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ bŎŜŘƛǎƻΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ L ŀƳ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ 

ǘƘŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƙŀǳƴǘǎ ƳŜΦ !ƴŘ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƻƪŀȅΧέ 

ά!ǊƎƘΣ YŜŀ L  have killed more people than you. You will 

ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦέ L ǎƴŀǇΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ she is making this 

Ncediso issue an excuse. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ CƻǊ 

ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎŜȄΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘΦ 

άbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀƳōƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛǎƪƛƴƎ 

Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƻΦέ  

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣ LΩƳ {ƻǊǊȅΦέ L ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ 

eyes. 

ά²ƘŀǘΗέ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΦ άbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ 

ƛƳǇǊŜƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊΚέ  

άLΧ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΧ L  ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿΦέ L ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇΦ 

IŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΧέ 



ά5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΗ ¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭǳƴƎ up into calling me with my 

Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ L Ǝƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŘƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΗέ {ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎ 

loud. 

I get up from the couch, walking towards her. I have never seen 

her this angry before. 

άYŜŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΧ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ 

άbƻΧέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎ ŦǊom the table, throwing them at me. 

They hit my fingers as I try to catch them, it fucking hurts! 

ά!ǳƴǘƛŜ aŀōŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ƘŜǊ 

granddaughter has passed on. She brought the keys earlier, 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿill send her some 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ 5ƻ ƛǘ ƴƻǿ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ 

ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΧ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ȅŜǎΦ 

You wouldn't come home because you are busy out there 

spending close to R200 thousand in a day, coming back home 

thŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ōǊƻƪŜΤ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ L ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΧέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚέ  

άL ƳŜŀƴ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ L ŀƳ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ L ǿƛƭƭ 

make sure that my family returns your money. I am tired of 

Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ƳȅΧέ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ 

ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ άL ƘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ Ƙƛǘǎ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ άL ƘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳΣ L ƘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 



She continues hitting me until I grab her hands pulling her close 

to me in my embrace. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΧ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ L ōǊŜŀƪ ŘƻǿƴΦ  

άbƻΧέ  

άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ  I kneel down in front 

of her. A smell hits me. Not just any smell but, one coming from 

her lower body. Is this how badly I infected her? I'm a shitty 

person. I think she noticed my facial expression because she 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ōŀŎƪΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ  

άL Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎȅƴŀŜŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΦέ  

άDƻƻŘ ōȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜ Ŧrom the table, 

and walks away. 

άYŜŀΧ aŀƳŀǎƛΚέ  

The door closes after she walks out. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

'Many months has passed us by 

LϥƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ 

LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 

I just think this is the thing to do 

 

 

LǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ 

aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 

Another guy 

¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 

¢ǊȅΣ ǘǊȅΣ ǘǊȅΣ ǘǊȅΧ 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜΧϥ 

 

 



¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŎŀǊΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ 

from the bedroom as I packed my clothes into the three 

suitcases. He slept over at his second home last night. It hurt so 

ƳǳŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŜ 

ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŀȄƛΣ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΗ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǘŀȄƛ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

now. I was so scared and felt weird. 

I close the last suitcase and put it on the floor from the bed. I 

ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōǳǘΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƛǎΦ  

I push the two suitcases out, I bump into him on the door. Jeez, 

he smells like the whole alcohol factory. I avoid meeting his 

eyes as he has blocked my way. 

 

 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΧ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ L ǿŀƴǘ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƎƻΦέ 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ŘŀƳƳƛǘΗέ L ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩt be added to the number 

of the woman that die under the hands of men. You are not 

sorry about anything. You are too arrogant, cocky and too 

prideful. I cannot live in an unhappy home. Please let me go, 

ŦǊŜŜ ƳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŜΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ at him. He 



ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  άtƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ŀǎƪ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 

anything, only stares into my eyes. 

 

 

After a minute, he moves aside and hits the door with his hand, 

I close my eyes exhaling. I take one suitcase as I descend the 

stairs. I go back upstairs to take the other luggage. He takes the 

other two suitcases and takes them downstairs. I follow him 

with my two bags. 

 

 

ά/ŀƴ L ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƳŜΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ŎŀōΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƘǳǊǘΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

ά/ŀƴ L ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΧ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎƘŜΚέ  

He bites his lip walking around to the couch. He breathes out 

before he talks? 

ά¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǘƘŀǘΧέ IŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ άtŀƭŜǎŀΣ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀǊǘŜƴŘŜǊΦέ  

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ƙƛǘ bŎŜŘƛ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀǎΚέ  



ά¸ŜǎΦέ L ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘǳǊǘΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅΣ 

not in front of him today. 

A car hoots outside. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 

άLΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

 The driver helps me load off my luggage up to the front door. I 

gave him a tip before he left. I take steady breaths before 

knocking on the door. She opens. 

 

 

άYŜŀΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

then back at me. I burst into tears. 

άYƻƪƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΧ L ŀƳ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ L ǿŀƛƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ {ƘŜ 

Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ YƻƪƻΦέ 

ά{ǎƘƘƘΧ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ YŜŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦέ  

άL ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ IŜ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜΦέ 



ά/ƻƳŜ ƛƴΣ ƴŀƴŀΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳƎŀǊΦ Dƻ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

room ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ L ƴƻŘΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

in. I have hiccups, blocking me from Talking. 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ 

much but now, I have a life to think of when making decisions. 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ŀƴȅƳƻre. I left him a letter and hid it in our 

ǊƻƻƳΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ȅŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ 

hearts are still hurting. The day he finds it 

we probably would be feeling better. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I sank down to the floor with a whole bottle of vodka in the 

kitchen. I took a sip and then wiped my tears. I lost my 

treasure, my Trophy wife is gone and this time, she is gone for 



good. There is no one, NO ONE that I ever loved like 

Keabetswe. I felt so much alive with her but, I played her. I hurt 

ƘŜǊ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ !ƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

what, a mere side dish?  

 

 

I get back up on my feet and threw the bottle against the wall it 

broke, spilling the vodka.i sweep everything off the counter 

with my hands, screaming.  

I never thought it would hurt like this. Is this how Kea feels 

because, I feel like shit right now.  

I get my phone from my pocket and go to my call log and call 

Palesa. She answers as soon as it rang. 

 

 

ά.ŀōȅ ŘŀŘŘȅΦέ  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

άLƴ Ƴȅ ŦƭŀǘΦ ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎΚέ [ƻǊŘ ǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ 

this girl. 

ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΦέ  Before she can answer, I hung up, going 

upstairs to take a bath. 



 

 

***   

 

 

PALESA (BARMAID)  

 

 

I am so happy that I am finally pregnant. I have been waiting for 

this moment for so long. The great news is not only that I am 

pregnant but, I am pregnant with Tebogo Dichaba, the CEO of 

SAA, every girl's crush, the Ruthless gangster.  

 

 

He said he is coming so, I had to take a quick bath to get rid of 

the odor on my vagina. It is stressing me out because it can get 

worse on other days, together with my discharge. But maybe 

ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ  

 

 

I quickly wear my pink silky robe as soon as I heard a knock on 

Ƴȅ ŘƻƻǊΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƳile on his face. 



¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŜǎ 

on the sealed condoms with a needle? 

He closes the door and locks it. I saunter backwards as he walks 

towards me. 

 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀbout 

ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΦέ  

ά¢ŜōƻƎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪΦ  

ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴǎ 

his fingers on the side of my face, going down to my neck, he 

stops. 

άLǘΩǎ ȅƻǳΣ L ǎǿŜŀǊ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎΦέ 

I start crying. 

άbƻǿΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ L ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ 

ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΚέ 

άLΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΧ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƻƳ ōǳǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ 

ƴƻǘƛŎƛƴƎΦέ  

ά5hbΩ¢ [L9 ¢h a9Ηέ IŜ ƎǊƻŀƴǎΣ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΦ άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƻƳǎΧέ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 



άtƭŜ-ple-ease. I did no-th-ƛƴƎΦέ IŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ 

with his hand. I start coughing. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ 5b! ǘŜǎǘǎ ŘƻƴŜΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦέ I wipe away my tears, massaging my neck. 

ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦέ IŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

ά!ƴŘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōŀōȅ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƳƛƴŜΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǳǘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ 

no longer pay for this flat nor give you allowance. This money 

will be used for checkups. You know how expensive private 

ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΦέ  

άbƻΧ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ Iƻǿ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

²ƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻΚέ IŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ Ŧor three more months, I have paid 

upfront. I will send you a R2000 grocery voucher every month 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŜΦέ  

He unlocks the door, opens it and then walks out. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴing! This pregnancy was supposed to trap 

him. Oh God, what is happening? 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

She smiles at me as I walk into her office. She always does; 

welcomes me with her charming smile. I sit on the couch and 

she sits opposite to mine. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ǘƻƻΦέ L ŀŘŘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǿƘȅ ǎƻΣ 

LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

longest time and I know the drill and how it goes. If it starts 

with happiness, it definitely ends with tears. 

άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΦέ  

άhƘΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΚέ L ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ L 

Řƻ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦέ  She slnods, smile. This is my second 

session with Doctor Myeni since after my break up with 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ 

now taking charge of my emotions. Maybe going back to work 



will keep me sane and I can forget about Tebogo for that period 

of time while I am at work. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊovement. I will write you a letter to take to 

ǿƻǊƪΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛŦǘǎΦ !ƴŘΣ ȅƻǳ 

Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛƳŜǎǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΦέ 

ά.ǳǘΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΦέ L ƳǳƳōƭŜ 

ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ϥǘƘƛƴƪϥ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ {ƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘΦ  

ά²ŜƭƭΧ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ L ǎŀȅ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǘƻƴŜΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴƎƛǘƘƛΚέ όwƛƎƘǘΚύ L ƪŜŜǇ 

quiet. Doctor Myeni can be straight forward, never runs around 

ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƳŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ ά¸ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

troubled when it comes to money, ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ǊŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

you live, you have no bills to pay. Basically the money that you 

earn now is for yourself and I am sure that the month ends with 

a few thousands in your bank account. Plus, I am certain that 

the baby's father will maintain the baby ǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎΚέ {ƘŜ 

asks again. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά/ƻǇŜΚ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ ά¢Ŝƭƭ 

ƳŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 



ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ L am busy, my mind does not get occupied with 

how much I think about other things. It sticks to what I am 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘΦέ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻǳǘΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǎƻ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΚέ {ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ōǳǘΣ 

she wants to hear it from me. 

άaȅ ōǊŜŀƪ-ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦΧ Ƴȅ ŜȄ ŦƛŀƴŎŞΣ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦέ 

άIŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ȅŜǘΚ Iŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ǿǊƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΚέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άL ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ baby or, he 

ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ȅŜǘΦέ L ŎǊȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

άIŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ YŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ 

are too emotional right now and I know you still wish that he 

could call you and apologise so that you can easily take him 

backΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 

thinking about him. This is the first step to healing your broken 

heart. You are scared of pain, that you have already told me 

but, it is the only way that can take you to happiness. I am not 

saying dƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

time before you go back to him. Find yourself and heal. Be the 

old Keabetswe MOLISE before she met Tebogo. Use this only 

ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ 

absence control ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ƻǿŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŜŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 



άL ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

use that to his advantage and use you again because, you are 

an easy target. If you want him to be part of your pregnancy, 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ōǳǘΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

he proves to you that he wants to only stay committed to you 

alone. Right now, not only you need some saving, he does too. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŀōȅ ƳŀƳŀ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

making his life difficult and, if you are going to nag him, he will 

take his frustrations out on you. Think about your health, it 

could have been worse than the STI. You could have obtained a 

ǾƛǊǳǎΦέ {ƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƳŜ ŀ ōƻȄ ƻŦ ǘƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘΦέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ƭƛke never before. Think of your 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀƛǘ 

but, think of her positively when you start think about Tebogo. 

Maybe you were meant to be together for that short time and 

then things were destined to take a toll ƻǊΧ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

eventually work out for you two in the future. Take this break 

ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

most. The kidnapping 

ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΧέ L ŎƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

that. I wish I could talk to heǊ ŀōƻǳǘ bŎŜŘƛ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 



turning myself in. I wish to vent on someone about this but, I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΚέ L Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ 

nod. 

 

 

***   

 

 

THAPELO T-MAN KHOZA 

 

 

L ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ȅŀǊŘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ 

the gate because it was wide open. After parking the car, I 

walked to the front door which is also wide open. I wonder 

what's up because he is even playing music a bit loud. 

 

 

'Ngiyak' thanda Ntombazana 

No matter what they say 

The way this thing is going  



Sofa s'lahlane 

 

 

bƎŀōǳ ǎƘƛƭƻ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

Down 

bƎŀōǳ ǎƘƛƭƻ ƛŦ LΩƳ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ  

Heart 

bƎŀōǳ ǎƘƛƭƻ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

Cry 

Ngabu shilo instead of wearing that 

Frown'  

 

 

I walked in further to find Tebza, dancing with a bottle of 

IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊǳƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘŀǊǾŜƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ōŀǘƘΦ  

 

 

ά!ŀŀƘ Ƴȅ ƳŀΗ Wƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΗέ IŜ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

bottle. I put it on the dining table. 



ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ ƴƻ ƳŀƴΦ Lǎ ǘƘis how you are going to be from now? You 

ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊǳƴƪΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎΚέ 

άL ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΧέ 

IŜ ōǳǊǇǎΦ άL ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ 

5b! ǘŜǎǘǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ YŜŀΚέ IŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άbŀƘΦ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ LΚέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦ ά{ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƳŜΧ Ƴȅ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƳŜΦέ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ 

laughing, his laugh turns to a cry. I have never seen Tebogo 

broken like this before. I do not even know what to do or say to 

him. I take the bottle from him as he sits on the table and puts 

his one foot on the chair. 

ά9ƛǎƘ WƻΣ ƭŜ ǿŜƴŀ ƻ ŦƭƻǇƛƭŜΦέ ό¸ƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳp.)  I drink from 

the same bottle.  

ά!ƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊΗέ  

ά!ƴŘΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘƘƛǎΚ 5Ǌǳƴƪ ŀƴŘ 

skipping work? You have a kid coming at least think of him. 

Secure everything for the kid. Get up and clean yourself man so 

that when your baby comes to the world, he or she comes to a 

ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘǊǳƴƪŀǊŘΦέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ƴƻǿΦ 

Lol. 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ƘŜǊΦέ 



ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴƘǳǊǘ ƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ƴƻǿΦέ L ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ IŜ ƭƻoks at me, shaking his head, I shrug. 

άLϥƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΦέ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

ά¢ǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŘƻǿƴΗέ  

άbŀƘΣ L ŀƛƴΩǘ Ǝƻƴϥ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƎŀΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ 

ǎƻ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΗέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ aȅ friend is coming back. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

After the bath, I went to the closet to find something to wear. I 

pulled my track pants and my vest but, something fell off to my 

feet as I pulled my clothes from the closet. A folded A4 paper. I 

pick it up ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘǘƻƳŀƴΣ ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ YŜŀϥǎ 

handwriting. 

 



ϥL ŀƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

It breaks my heart to have to write this letter for you. Talking to 

you was going to be in vain because, you hardly hear my voice, 

you defeat me when I speak, which is why I concluded to 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

to come back from this. It pains me so much that, we have got 

to where we are right now. We were once a happy couple but, 

how did things turn south?  

I am here asking myself, what I ever did wrong to you? Was I 

ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΚ 

.ǳǘ ƘŜȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅ ƻƴ ƛǘΧϥ  my 

tears blind me and some drop on the paper.  

I continue reading. 

'I am deeply broken by your actions. You took chances with my 

life and risked it. I was feeling sick the past weeks but you 

wouldƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ 

Now, my baby is at risk because of the infection that you gave 

me. 

L ŀƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǘƻƻΧϥ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƘƻǘΦ L ǿƛǇŜ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƻŦŦ 

reading that part again. 'I am pregnant too,' 

What the fuck is going on with my life!? My wife is pregnant?  



 

 

I quickly wear my clothes before I run back to my bedroom. I 

take my phone from the bed and call her. It rings unanswered. I 

try her for the second time, third and then fourth time when it 

took me straight to voicemail.  

άYŜŀΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ !{!tΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ L ƭŜŀǾŜ 

ƘŜǊ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǎƻΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

rest says.  

L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΗ  

ά¢-aŀƴΗέ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ L Ǌǳƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ ά¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΗέ 

ά9ƘΗ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΚέ IŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ  

άLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΗέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ L ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΚ .ǳǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΚέ 

άbƻΧ YŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΗέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ LΩƳ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΦ Lǘ 

must be the excitement. 

άIǳƘΧέ  

άYŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 



ά²ƘŀǘΚέ !ƛΣ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƭƻǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳŀƴΧ L ŀƳΦ YŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

about to give me a Nelson Mandela speech. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƘƻǊŜ ōŀǊƳŀƛŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

pregnant with your child. The child is innocent and deserves 

your love too, the very same way that you are going to love the 

ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ YŜŀ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ 

because of their mothers. Love them the same, they are yours, 

ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦέ IŜ ƛǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ L ŀƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L 

have towards Palesa on the baby too. 

άL ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

***   

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

I ended up turning my phone off because Tebogo was calling 

non-stop. As much as I wanted to speak to him, I decided to 

ǘŀƪŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ bƻƴŎŜōƻϥǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΣ Ƴȅ 

baby does not need to be stressed. But, what if he read the 

letter and he wants us to talk about the baby? Well, he knows 

where I live. 

 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΚέ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ YƻƪƻΦέ  

I was in the kitchen making food, avocado and white bread. It's 

my favourite lately. I take my food with to the living room and 

sit next to her on the couch. 

ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ this boy planning to come and apologise to the 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ ά5ƻŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǎƘŀƳŜŘ 

ȅƻǳΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

άL ŘƻǳōǘΣ YƻƪƻΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  I sigh. 

άhƪŀȅΦέ L ǘŀƪe a bite on my bread.  



άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ   

άL ŀƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎΣ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōǳǘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ  

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ !Ƴ L ƴƻǘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƎƻ ƭƛƪŜ 

mine?  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ YƻƪƻΦέ  I rest my head on her shoulder. 

 

***   

 

A few days later, I am back at work. I smile at myself as I 

remember how much I wanted to resign from work because 

Tebogo has a lot of money, apparently. Lol! He once told me, 

the only time I will resign from work is when I am pregnant but, 

here I am moving ward to ward handling sick patience. 

 

On my lunch break, I took my little toiletry bag and went to the 

ladies' rest room. I need to constantly change my panty-liner 

because, it gets full with my watery yellow discharge. The smell 

is getting better but, the discharge is still there. I use intimate 

wet wipes to wipe myself and dispose it together with the used 



panty-liner in the mini-bin. I wash my hands and leave the 

ladies room. 

 

I am meeting up with Taylor for lunch at The Grove Mall, close 

to my work place, for a little catch-up. She came with baby 

bƧŀōǳƭƻΦ L ŀƳ ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ōŀōȅ 

showers for her but, Njabulo's first birthday is coming soon so, 

LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ her. 

 

άIŜȅΗ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ L ƘǳƎ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ 

has her drink already halfway through. 

άIŜȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪΧ ǿƻǿΣ ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳΣ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǎŜȄȅΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ L ǎƛǘ ƛƴ 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΦ bŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅΣ sitting in her stroller, 

staring at me. He probably has forgotten me.  

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩƳ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘΚ ¢ǿƻ 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎΚέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ !ƴŘ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ōǳǘΣ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

άŞ̂ŀƘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ L Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ L ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

άL Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΣ ¢ŀȅ-¢ŀȅΦέ ²Ŝ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ 



ά¸ƻǳ Ƴƛǎǎ ƘƛƳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ L ƴƻŘΦ άL ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇΣ 

ōŀōŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦέ IŀƛΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

other ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ LϥƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 

άL Ƴƛǎǎ ƘƛƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L 

ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƻǳƭΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƛŘŜƴǎ ƘŜǊ 

eyes.  

ά! ǎƻǳƭΚ !ǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƪŜΧ ŀ ōŀōȅϥǎ ǎƻǳƭΚέ  I thought she knew. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΚ L ŀƳ мл ǿŜŜƪǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΦ 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ bƧŀōǳƭƻΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

brother or sister. OMG, I am so happy for you, sister nurse. 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  

ά[ŀǘƛƻƴΗέ .ŀōȅ bƧŀōǳƭƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƘƛƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 

his cute, smile with two visible teeth on the front. So adorable. I 

take him from the stroller, putting him on my lap. I am glad he 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƎŜǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻ ŎǳǘŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ aŀƳŀǎƛ ŀƴŘ tŀǇŀǎƛΦ .ǳǘΣ LΩƭl understand if 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ 

Tebogo is my happiness. I love him.  

I want to move on with my life but 

Advertisement 



at the same time I want to move on with him in the picture.  

 

***   

 

After my lunch break with Taylor, I went back to work and did 

everything that requires my job title until it was knock off time, 

four o'clock. I should get used to this office hours. 

After checking out, I walked out the taxi stop with someone 

calling my name behind. 

 

άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ  LǘΩǎ {ƛȊǿŜΣ Ƴȅ 

colleague. He is a junior doctor though. 

άhƘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ 

not  in the mood. 

ά¦ƘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǎƘΧ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎǊŀō 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ŎƘŀǘΚέ {ƻƳŜthing to eat? I feel 

like pizza, topped with avocado and extra cheese. 

άbƻ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

ά/ΩƳƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎ aΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǘΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭΦ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜΚ {ƘƻǳƭŘ L Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƪƴŜŜǎΚέ L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ  

άhƪŀȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ȅƻǳ ƭŜƎǎΦέ 



άLǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ L Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊΦ 

 

***   

 

άaŀȅōŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘǊƻǇ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊŜΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ 

he insisted to take me home. Time was now past six. We were 

at the some Italian restaurant and spent an hour in there, 

chatting. 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΚέ  

άbƻΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦέ L 

get off at the corner after he put his car to halt. He gets off too. 

άhǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΚέ L ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ άhƪŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ answer 

ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

άL ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΧ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ  

άLΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ IŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘǳƎΦ !ǎ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻΣ ŀ 

car stops. A black Citi Golf with tinted windows. This is 

¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ ŎŀǊΦ IŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛs window. 

 

ά9ƪ ǎŜΦέ όIŜȅΦύ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ƛȊǿŜΦ 



ά{ƘƻΣ ōǊƻΦέ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƻ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ 

down. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ƳŀƴΚέ {ƛȊǿŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΦέ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳΦ ¢-Man can get brutal with 

him. 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ōŀŦŀƴŀǎΦ LϥŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΦ YŜŀΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ ¢-

Man orders me. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ YŜŀΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƻΦ ¢-aŀƴΣ LΩƭƭ ǿŀƭƪΦέ 

ά¢ǎŜƪΣ YŜŀΗ L ǎŀƛŘ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ƴƻǿΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎ 

ƳŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ōŀŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ L ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ ά!ƴŘ 

ǿŜƴŀΣ Ǿŀȅŀ ƴƻǳΗέ IŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ Ǝǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ 

pointing at Sizwe's white Audi A1. 

άhƪŀȅΣ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΧ YŜŀΣ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƭƭǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ ¢-Man says. I walk to the 

front seat and jumped in, still crying. My house is only four 

houses away but, I am forced to get into the car. He slowly 

drives. Very slow. Even cars going to the cemetery from 

ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƭƻǿΦ 

 



άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦέ L ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ L ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ 

turned around. I put my ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ LΩƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ aȅ 

heart almost stopped beating.  

ά¢ŜΧ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ¢-Man, then back at Tebogo in the 

backseat. His hair has grown, together with a beard. He looks, 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƭŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ aŀƳŀǎƛΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ άL Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

that you even forgot that you and I are still together, according 

ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ L ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

The car stops at my house. 

άbƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¸9{Σ ¸h¦ 5L5Ηέ IŜ ǊƻŀǊǎΣ L ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ŎǊȅΦ ά¦ƘΧ LΦ !ǎƪƛŜǎ 

aŀƳŀǎƛΧέ 

ά¢ŜōȊŀΣ CǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΗέ ¢-aŀƴ ȅŜƭƭǎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ άYŜŀΣ LϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ Dƻ 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ L ƎǊŀō ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ 

out, leaving the door open. Tebogo.  

 

***   

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

After that day with Keabetswe, she probably had called my 

parents because, I received a call from my brother, saying that 

ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ tǊŜǘƻǊƛŀ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ Σ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 

to be happy.  

Sigh! 

My father is going to murder me. Maybe I deserve it. Nothing 

that I eveǊ Řƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LΩǾŜ ƘǳǊǘ YŜŀ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ 

also tired of fighting. I am tired of going back and forth. Never 

ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ YŜŀΧ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀōȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

of me. I want this baby with her. I have to get my shit together, 

for Kea. 

 

 

A knock disturbs me from my thoughts. I get up from the couch 

to open the Kitchen door. 

άhƘ ƘŜƭƭ ƴƻΗ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜŀǊΣ tŀƭŜǎŀΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ 

hCC [LaL¢{Ηέ  



άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ LϥƳ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴΦέ {ƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ 

her suitcase in. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀȊȅΚέ  

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΦέ !ƴ ƻƭŘ Ƴŀƴ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ƛƴΦ άaȅ 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ {ƻΣ 

that is her father? 

ά²ƘŀǘΗΚ bƻΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƛŦŜΗέ 

άhƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

even remember that you had a wife when you were stuck 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜƎǎΗέ  

ά{ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ōƻȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƳŜǘ ƘŜǊΦέ tŀƭŜǎŀ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΦ  

Palesa's father punched my face and I disoriented that I held on 

to the counter for balance. 

ά¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦέ L 

ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƴƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ άL ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 

ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ŜƭǎŜΣ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘΦέ 



ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΗ L ŀƳ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘe check ups 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳƭƭǎƘƛǘ 

me with threats. You will get your damages now out of my 

ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗέ   

άL ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 

the marriage on the day when you bring damages. Pale my 

ōŀōȅΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ  

ά²ŀƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L Ǌǳƴ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ 

five thousand Rand and my gun too, before I go back 

downstairs. I find the father even helping himself with my 

whiskey.  

 

 

άwмл ллл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΦ hǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ  

άLǘ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

 

 

I pull out my gun, pointing at him and then I looked at Palesa. 

They both freak out.  

ά¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ 

running away with my child because I will find you and when I 

do, I will cut you open on your stomach, taking out my baby 



ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΣ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

tears falling. 

άtŀǇŀΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ  

άhƘ ŀƴŘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ appointment for 

baby check-ǳǇΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƻŘƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ǘƻƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦέ  

άL ǿƻƴΩǘΦ tŀǇŀΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ  

They roll their suitcases out in a speed of light. I cluck my 

tongue, shaking my head. 

 

 

***   

 

 

My parents have just arrived. Only my mother is happy to see 

me but, as for my dad. Lol, let me zazazel. 

 

 

άIŀƛΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΗ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊΚ ¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ 

like a hobo. And what are you doing at home? Are you not 



supposed to be at work or, preparing to go to workΚέ aȅ 

mother bombards me with questions.  

ά²ƻǊƪΚ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀƳΚέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƛǘ 

on the couch. 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΚ hǊ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΦ hƪŀŜ ƳƻǎŀŘƛΚέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƭŀȅ ǉǳŜŜƴΦ LŦ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǎƘŜΧέ 

άaƳŀƎǿŜ ¢ŜōƛΚέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƭƳƭȅ ǿŀǊƴǎΣ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘǊǳƎǎΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ōŀǘǎǿŀŘƛ ōŀ Ǝŀ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ 

ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ Dƻ ŘƛǊŀƎŀƭŀ ŜƴƎΚέ όCǊƻƳ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜϥǎ 

parents. What is going on?) He firmly ask. 

ά{ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎƪΦ 

ά!ōƻǳǘΣ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƎƻΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΗΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚ hƘ ƴƻ ǿŀƛǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ 

tomorrow at the meeting so that I can kill you in front of 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦέ 

άtŀǇŀΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ 

I ask. 

ά!Ƴ L ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŦǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΦ άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻΦέ  



 

 

***   

 

 

KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I was shocked today morning when my grandmother woke me 

up because apparently, my dad has called a meeting which will 

ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ 

parents will be arriving at 10:00.  

 

 

L ŀƳ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ 

Tebogo is going to come or not. He scared me that other day.  

My granddaughter, my mother and I are helping each other 

around the kitchen, of course with the little help of Tidi. She is 

ǎƻ ōǳǎȅ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪǎ 

the eggs into a bowl, in front of me. The smell hits my knows, 

causing me to yell at her. 



 

 

άaŀƳŀΗ /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿŀǊƴ ƳŜΚέ L ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ L ŦŜŜƭ 

nauseated. I run to the bathroom and vomit in the toilet. My 

mom, budges in to rub my back. 

άCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΣ YŜŀΦ Iƻǿ ǿŀǎ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΚέ {ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ 

up and flushes the toilet.  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ  

άL ǿŀǎ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƛǇŜǎ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ άDŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ 

Your in-lŀǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƻƴΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜΦ IŜ Ǝƻǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ 

Tebogo with his shirt. I feel very sorry for him right now. My 

dad gets in between them to stop him. 

 

 



ά²ŀ ǊǊŀΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ situation 

ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŎŀƭƳΣ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ 

I am also not happy with your son's actions and I want to kill 

him trust me but 

Advertisement 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŀŎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

perspective chairs. 

ά¢Ŝōƻgo, you are embarrassing me. This is not how I raised you. 

Despite the criminal life, this is not how we treat the women 

ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜΦ ! ǿƘƻƭŜ {¢LΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΚέ 

His father says. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ƴƎǿŀƴŀƪŜΦέ όaȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦύ IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

adds, whilst crying. I wanted to tell them about him hitting me 

ōǳǘΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

things worse. 

άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅΦ 

 

 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗέ L ǎŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭǳƳǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ L ƪŜŜǇ 

swallowing so that it ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƘǳǊǘ ƳŜΣ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ  



άL ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ŀƳ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ LΩƳ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΦ L ōŜŀǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ 

every day. I am stressed and I survive each day with a bottle of 

whiskey, trying to escape ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ L Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

even go to work anymore, I ended up getting a demotion at 

work because, I am dragging the company down with me, 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΦέ Iƛǎ ǘŜŀǊǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

to me and then kneels in front of meΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ bƻ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 

sorry will fix what I have broke but, I am truly sorry. I have 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ LϥƳ ŀ ƧŜǊƪΣ L 

know and you have every right to hate me but, I love you. I love 

ȅƻǳΗέ IŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŎǊȅ ǘƻƻΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ Lǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ 

ƳŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻǿƴŦŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ 

ȅƻǳΦ /ƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ  

 

 

He means everything that he has just said. I believe him. It is all 

coming from his heart. This is a prideful man but today he 

chose to put it aside and kneel in front of my family and 

apologise to me, emotionally. He would never do that if he 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘΦ  

I help him up. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀ 

good woman to you. I did everything for you, I was there for 



you through the most and difficult situations, I was there but, 

when I needed you most, you looked away.  What took you so 

ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΚέ  

άL ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

ƻǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦέ L ƛƴƘale his cologne as I tug his blazer. He wraps his 

arms around me. 

άL Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΦέ IŜ ōŜƎǎΦ aȅ 

father clears his throat. We break the hug and sit down. 

 

 

άhƪŀȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ YŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 

ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ L ƻǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōǳǘΣ L ŦŀƛƭΦ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 

dad doing this. 

ά.ǳǘΣ ǿƘȅΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¦ƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƛȄ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

Tebogo, until you marry my daughter by law, in front of the 

pastor, ring to ring, exchanging vows my daughter will long stay 

ƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘŀǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ 

L ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƴŜǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ 

άL ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ !ƴŘΣ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ƴŜŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΦ ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ 

therapy before you make rash decisions.έ Iƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΦ άL 



am apologising on behalf of my son too, to you Koko and the 

Mogale. This is not how I pictured my son. For all the troubles 

that he caused this family, I would like to compensate you so 

that, we continue our relationship with good tendencies and, 

even if we break apart, we break up without quarrels. We 

ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƴϥǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦέ  

ά²Ŝ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǎ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ 

to her now that she wants to forgive him or not. Kea? What do 

ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΚέ Yƻƪƻ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳΦέ  

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΧ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 

jump, I smile. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

  



45 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I have just collected Keabetswe from work. We are going for 

our first session for counseling with doctor Nomcebo Myeni. 

The drive is awkwardly quiet, I can also tell she is uneasy but, I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ƘŜǊΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻƻ ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

same room with a monster like me.  

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

time I actually contacted Kea. She says she is okay but, she 

looks unsettled. I feel like shit in the toilet. 

 

 

I clear my throat because, I want to ask about our baby. 

ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΚ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΧ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ 

weak smile. 

άhƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ фŀƳΦ bŜǘŎŀǊŜΦέ  

άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  



I breathe!  

 

 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ aȅŜƴƛΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƘŀƴŘ-in-

hand. She welcomes us in and she appoints us to sit on 

different couches. The only time I used to come here was when 

I drop Kea off. Never imagined me actually coming to sit in 

front a therapist. 

 

 

άL ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ aƻǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

come here want to either work on their relationship or part 

ways. And as they go through with the therapy sessions, they 

ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ 

ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΦ {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΚέ  

I swallow. 

ά²ŜΧέ YŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ L ƴƻŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

I am not even sure what I were going to say. 

άLΧ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ to her so that she can forgive me. I 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦέ  



άL ǎŜŜΦΦΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ 

how you made it all about Kea. I am worried about you too 

YŜŀΦέ  [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƻŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴow 

what she is trying to say but, she is on to something. 

άLǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻΣ L ŀƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

with yourself because, all that you will do as from now on, you 

are going to work your ass off for her, forgetting about your 

happiness because hers has to come first because, you are 

trying to make it up to her and for all the mistakes that you 

made and Keabetswe will be expecting EXACTLY that. She is 

going to want you to be perfect, you are going to walk on shells 

around her, you are going to ask 'how high' every time she tells 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇΦέ  

 

 

Therapy is confusing. I am so confused. 

ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ Kea. I know that you are hurting and like I 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƻ ŜŀǎȅΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 



not going to help you but take you a few steps back and then 

ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴǎΦέ 

I glare at Kea, she has her eyes looking back at me filled with 

tears. The tears that I created. 

άCƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ YŜŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ 

where you ōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΦ 

άaȅ ōŜǎΧ bŎŜŘΧέ hƘ ƴƻΗ L ƘƻǇŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƭǳǊōΦ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƧŀƛƭΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ 

upbringing my child in prison, no ways.  

I stare at her for the longest until she looks at me. She bites he 

lip. 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ 

the fuck? Scared of who? Me? 

ά²ƛǘƘ Ƴȅ bŎŜŘƛ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǇƛƴƎΦέ 

Kea says. Wheeew! That was close. 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΚέ 

άbƻΦ L ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ 

Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŘǊƻǇǎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΚέ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ 

therapy. 



ά¸ŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 

annoyed, more like irritated and that is when we started 

ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  

άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΚέ 

άL ǿŀǎ ŀƴƎǊȅΣ ƘǳǊǘΣ ǎŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƛŀƴŎŞ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

time. I wanted him to hold me tight with his arms, and tell me 

that we will tackle everything together, it will be alright. But 

ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ L ŘǊƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘǳŎƪ 

all alone, weeping every night sleeping on a damp pillow, wet 

ōȅ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀǊǎΦέ hƪŀȅΣ ǘhis is getting hard now. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǿŀȅΦ {ǘƻǇ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ 

for  ƘƛƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊȅ 

every night. You are trying to find a fault on yourself and my 

love let me tell you this; you will live your life in a man's hand if 

you make an excuse for him because, he will do it again 

tomorrow because, he sees you as easily forging. Tebogo had a 

choice to either come back to you and go through the pain with 

you but he chose to look away and distress himself somewhere 

between a woman's legs. What do you have to say for yourself, 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΚέ Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ 

we going to attend? I feel like I am going to have a runny 

tummy. 

 

 



ά¦ƘƳΧέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  

άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎΚέ hƘ DƻŘΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ 

ǿƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎΚ bƻΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƻƪŀȅΦ 

The point is 

Advertisement 

I should have never cheated. It breaks my heart, hearing that 

my wife needed me the most during difficult times but what did 

L ŘƻΚ L ŎƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΧέ 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǿƻƳŀƴΚέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻΧέ 

ά{ƛǊΣ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ explanation. 

Did you remember that you love Keabetswe when you were 

ŎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΚέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΦ 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƻΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ YŜŀ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǿŀƛƭƛƴƎΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƻΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ YŜŀ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L 

am so sorry. I know that you are tired of hearing this but, I 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΣ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΦέ  



ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

Tebogo. Heal and fetch your life because the fruit that you are 

going to eat is the very same fruit that you are going to feed 

Keabetswe. You cannot try to make her happy while your heart 

ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ 

same applies to you Kea. Both of you need to heal before you 

mend your relationship. Build it upon love without holding 

ƎǊǳŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΦέ 

She talks some sense though. I do need some healing.  

 

 

***   

 

 

I am very excited about this day. First time going for the baby 

check up and the gender of the baby might be revealed, 

according to Kea. I am hoping for a girl.  

 

 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΚέ 

I feel so much lighter than that other day we went for therapy 

ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǿkward and also not fine 

ŦƛƴŜ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΧ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴŜΦ 



ά¸Ŝŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ tƛȊȊŀ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ 

ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘΦ 

άaŀƳƛ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦέ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘo get to the 

hospital. She frowns. 

ά.ǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜϥǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎǊȅΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŎǊȅΧ ƴƻǘ 

today. 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜϥƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ǎƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƛȊȊŀΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻōǎΦ 

ά.ǳǘ aŀƳƛΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ DƻƻŘƴŜss, she 

is crying so seriously, what did I say wrong? 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǾŜΦέ  

άbƻΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ-thru take-outs. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƴƛŦŦǎΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ƘƻǿΚέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ άhƪŀȅΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΩΦ ²Ŝ ŀre definitely getting 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛȊȊŀ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΚέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊΣ ǿƛǇƛƴƎ 

her tears. I drive into the mall, getting my car parked. 

 

 

***   



 

 

We arrived at the hospital, Ten minutes late for hour 

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ YŜŀ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴging all the way 

here while having Pizza. She even ate my last slice. 

I got of the car before walking to her side to open the door for 

her. She is wearing a long pink pleated skirt with a white floral 

blouse and pink high heels. She has gained a lot of weight, in a 

good way though and I am falling for her all over again. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦέ L ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿΦ {ƴŀǇ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ ²ƻǿΗ bƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ƴƻ 

please. I laugh. She poses next to the Range Rover as I take my 

phone out, taking ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΦ ά¢ŜōƛΣ ƳƻǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ǘƻ 

your left, squat and lift your hands above your head and take it 

ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƎƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƳŜΦ Lǎ ǎƘŜ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀƳ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΚ 

And the position you want me to do, ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƻΦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘǊǳƎǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΦ  .ǳǘ ¢Ŝōƛ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƘƻǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŘƻǿƴΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ 

the fuck? Are these the pregnancy hormones talking? Is this 

what I am going to deal with in the next few months? 



άhƪŀȅΦέ  L ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ άLΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ŀƳ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΚ 

 

 

***   

 

 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΚέ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ 

Peters asks. Kea is laying down on the hospital bed, doing the 

soƴƻƎǊŀƳΦ ²Ŝ ƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ о5Φ LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ōƻȅΦέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ 

laughs. 

ά.ǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ LŦ Ƴȅ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

the whole entire week and if your guess is right, thŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ 

Lϥƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀŘΦέ  

Both doctor Peters and I break into a laugh. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ {ƻ ŘƻŎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŀōȅΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ {ƘŜ 

grabs a pen and paper and rights it down before showing it to 

us. My mouth hangs in aghast, Kea widens her eyes. 



ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀȅΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

of your first trimester. It might get a little heavier in the fourth 

ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎȅΦέ 

άbƻ ǿŀȅǎΗέ L ǎŀȅΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎΦ ά²ƘŀǘΗΚέ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ 

Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ YŜŀ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ understand why. 

I want to laugh at her. 

 

***   

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I looked at Tebogo, then back at the doctor. I turned my focus 

to the little screen. Doctor Peters only did the scan without 

explaining to us.  

 

 

ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ the scan and explain what you just wrote 

ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ {ƘŜ ǎƳŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ŀǉǳŀǎƻƴƛŎ ƎŜƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 

growing belly bump and  moves the stethoscope around. 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘΦ ά!ǎ ȅƻǳ 

can see, these are two feet and this one that you thought is a 

ǇŜƴƛǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻƻǘΦέ {ƘŜ 

ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǘƘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ǳǇǇŜǊΦ ά¢ǿƻ ƘŜŀŘǎΦέ  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

families that gave birth to twins. How is this possible! The 

5ƛŎƘŀōŀ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά/ŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΣ ǎƘŜ ƴƻŘǎ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

side of the sonogram screen. The sounds of heartbeats goes on. 



It gets real when I hear different patterns of heartbeats. I start 

feeling emotional and as soon as Tebogo puts a peck on my 

forehead, my tears drop on either side of my face. Two boys? 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 

How am I going to carry two babies for the rest of six months?  

 

 

ά5ƻŎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŘŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘǎΦ Lǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ 

ƭƛƪŜΧέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΧ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΧέ {ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǘƘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ άLǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ 

having two babies but three. You are hearing the third 

heartbeat. You are not only pregnant with twins but, triplets. 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀōȅ ƛǎ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǎƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 

ά²I!¢Ηέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀȅ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎΦ 

God did not favour me this time around. How am I going to take 

care of three babies? I have not given birth but I feel exhausted 

already. Three babies? 

άaŀȅōŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƛǇŜΣ ƘŜ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ 

them and wipes the gel off while she makes copies of the scans. 



 

 

Tebogo helped me off the bed and we went to sit in front of 

doctor Peters' desk. She joined us after a short while. She gives 

a white medium envelope to Tebogo, it probably has the scan.  

άIƻǿ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎǎΚ ά  

ά{ŜƭŘƻƳΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ {ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻǘǎ Řƻǿƴ 

something. 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŎƘƛƴŜǎǎΚ tŜƭǾƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǎΚέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άbƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙaving any these 

Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ Ǉǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƎƘΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇŀǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎǎΦ 

Eat plain yogurt and cranberries. Use soap and alcohol free 

intimate wash or wipes. No sex for the whole of next month, 

just to fǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ άDƻ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƎŀ-pregs. They 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǘŀƳƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎΦέ  

 

 

***   



 

 

After the check up, Tebogo drove us to his house. We bought 

food on the way back and now we are chilling in the living 

room, sitting on the carpet between his legs laying my head on 

his chest. He has his back rested on the couch as we are 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ bŜǘŦƭƛȄΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

about my pregnancy. This is too much to get used to.  

Sigh. 

 

 

άYŜŀΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ  

άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀōƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜΣ ¢ŜōƛΦ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ 

do this to me? I thought you loved me.έ  

ά!ƴŘ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦ L 

am much happy that we are going to have a big family. I cannot 

ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŦǳƴƴȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ IŜ ǇŜŎƪǎ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀƳƴ 

kisses are turning me on.  I clear my throat. 



ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ  

ά¦ƘƳΧ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

ά{ƪŀǘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ōƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ 

Myeni said we should talk about everything, and never hide 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻΣ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ I breathe. 

ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΚέ IŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘ L 

am talking about. 

άL ŀƳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ L 

ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƎƻΦέ  

άLΩƳ ƎƭŀŘΦέ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ L ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

I get up and kneel facing him. 

άL ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άbƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƛǘȅƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ !Ƴ LΚ 

άbƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ 

work. I forgive you, Tebi. There is no doubt about the love that 

you have for me. I love you and I know we are going to make it 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

άLǎ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΚ L 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōƻǳƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 

excitement. 



ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ aȅŜƴƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

Advertisement 

we can havŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ƪƛǎǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪΦ ²Ŝ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ 

breathing got heavier. 

ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳǎ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅΧ 

maybe the one next to our bedroom and then we can sound 

proƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΧ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻǳŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘΦέ L 

chuckle.  

άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǳŘΦέ  

άhƘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƻǿƴΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ I 

am able to raise our kids in a house that I killed my best friend 

ƛƴΧ L ŎŀƴΩǘέ IŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƎΦ IŜ ōǊǳǎƘŜǎ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŜŀǾŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƘΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦέ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƳŜ ǘƛƎƘǘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

saying anything.  

His phone rings, he takes it and answers it. 

 

 

ά̧ ŜǎΧ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΧ ǎƘŀǊǇΦέ IŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ  



 

 

ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

uncomfortably. 

άtŀƭŜǎŀΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘΚέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘΦ IŜ Ƨƻƛƴǎ 

me. 

ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

to tomorrow. L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ƴȅ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΦέ L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L 

ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōŀōȅ ƳŀƳŀΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻƴŜ ōƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƭŜǎŀΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά.ŀōŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΧ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ aȅ ǘŜŀǊs 

stream down my face, he use his hand to wipe them.  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊΚέ  

άaŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΦ .ǳǘΣ 

ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΗέ L ȅŜƭƭ 

at him. 

άLΩƳ {ƻǊǊȅΦέ  

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ōŜƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ   



άaŀƳŀǎƛΧ  L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΦ bƻǿ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

ά{ǘŀȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦέ IŜ ǊƻǳƎƘǎ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŦǊƻΦ aȅ Ƴŀƴ 

has some shaving to do. άLϥƳ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

out on a date  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΚέ 

ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭƻƴΦέ IŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

 

 

***   

 

 

[ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 

my grandmother about this big news. She seemed to be more 

merrier than me.  

άIƻǿ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ YƻƪƻΦέ {ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴǎΦ 



ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƘŀǇǇȅΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ  

άLΩƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ L ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻƳΣ Yƻƪƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊȅΦέ {ƘŜ 

laughs. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ to be scared of. Babies are precious, you will 

see once they are born. Raise the issue up on your next session 

ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ aȅŜƴƛΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴǎ 

when the babies are born. Your mother and I will be there for 

ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

The next day, I am tempted to call Tebogo, just to prove my 

insecurities wrong but I decide otherwise. I need to take doctor 

aȅŜƴƛΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ 

needs to report to me whenever we are not together. 

 

 

ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ YŜŀΦέ ¢Ƙƛs voice is starting to annoy me.  

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊ ±ƛƭŀƪŀȊƛΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ {ƛȊǿŜΦ 



άL ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǊƻƻƳΦέ  

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ŜƭǎŜΚέ  

άhƘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ Kea. You are the first nurse I came across with. 

tƭŜŀǎŜΦέ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴǳǊǎŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ L ƛƴ 

the corridor. 

άCƛƴŜΦέ L ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΦ L 

walked in and to my surprise is is empty. He walks in behind me 

and closed the door. As I turned back he pulled me for a kiss. 

The first thing that came into my mind was that, he was going 

to rape me. I kicked him between his legs. He groaned bending 

over and I opened the door, running out crying. How could he 

bring back the memory that I desperately want to forget. I was 

raped before and he attacks me with a kiss.  

I got into the ladies room and locked myself in the last cubicle, 

crying. Why is he taking me to that dark place? 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I arrived at Medforum hospital. I am quite nervous about this 

check-up I mean, just yesterday I found out that we are having 

3 babies at once. What more could I expect today. 

 

 

I find Palesa waiting for me in the reception. She gets the eye 

sight of me and gets up to meet me halfway. She wraps her 

ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀƛǎǘΣ L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǎƻΣ L ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ōŜΦ {ƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

 

 

άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά/ŀƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΚέ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 

reception, and tell her about our appointment. She returns to 

us after a few minutes, leading us to the obstetrician's office. 

{ƘŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǳǎΦ 

 

 



άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ L ŀƳ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ bƪƻǎƛΦέ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ 

settle yourself on the bed and expose your belly, I will be with 

ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦέ  

Palesa gets on the bed, lifting up her t-shirt as she lies down. I 

sit on the chair next to the bed. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ 

chuckle. 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ŀƳ here to make sure that my child is 

ŦƛƴŜΦέ  

Doctor Nkosi gets back to us, holding the aquasonic gel.  

άWǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ tŀƭŜǎŀ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ 

smears the gel on her belly, she flinches and grabs my hand. I 

pull it back and the doctor stares at me. 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ {ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

stethoscope and moves it on the gel. 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘ ǘƻƻΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ 

ŀǎ L ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǘƘƻǎŎƻǇŜΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǊƳǎ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŜŜ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŜŜǘΦ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜΧέ 

άCŜŜǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΣ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΦ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

ŎƘŀƳǇΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘŀŘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ aȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇΣ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΗΚέ tŀƭŜǎŀ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ 

ά²ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΦ  

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

ά{ǘƻǇ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ L ŎƭǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 

 

 

άwƛƎƘǘΦ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀōȅΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΦ hƘ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

having only one baby, the doctor saw too as the other one was 

ƘƛŘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ tŀƭŜǎŀ ŎƻǳƎƘǎΦ 

ά{ƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǘǎΚ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝƭƭ 

ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ 

ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΚέ tŀƭŜǎŀ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘ ǳǎΦ 

άhƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 



άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ tŀƭŜǎŀ ǎŎƻŦŦǎΦ 

ά5ƻŎΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ  

άhƪŀȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ōȅ Ƴȅ ŘŜǎƪ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ L ƴƻŘΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ tŀƭŜǎŀ 

starts crying, causing me to turn to look at her. 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΚέ 

άtŀƭŜǎŀΚ ¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀƴȅ ǇŀƛƴΚέ ¢ƘŜ 

doctor asks. 

άbƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƴƛŦŦǎΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦέ L Ǌƻƭƭ 

my eyes. What is wrong with her?  

Such Drama! 

 

 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅΧ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻȅΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻȅΗ !ǊŜ Ƴȅ 

ǎǇŜǊƳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōƻȅǎΚ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ōƻȅǎ, 

really? Speaking of house, my wife wants a new house and right 

now, my budget does not allow me to buy a house and, I do not 

like loans. This is stressing me out because, I want to marry her 

so that we can move in together and raise our kids together. 

 

 



***   

 

 

On my way home 

Advertisement 

I try calling Keabetswe but, it rings in answered. I try her phone 

for the third time, she answers. 

άIŜƭƭƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά[ƻǾŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

άL ŀƳΧ L ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  

άbƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƴƻǘǎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 

been crying. 

άLΩƳ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 

άLΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ L ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ 

άhƪŀȅ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ōǳǘΣ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ L ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

wrong, I know it. 

 

 

***   



 

 

After parking the car, I got off going inside the hospital. I went 

to the reception and requested to see Kea. She was called over 

with the intercom, she in a few minutes. We kissed and hugged 

before we walked out. 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άYŜŀΣ ƻǾŀ ƭŜ ƴƴŀΦέ ό¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦύ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ {ƘŜ ƘǳŦŦΦ 

άLǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎΚέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

ά{ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚ hǊ Σ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

culprit that hurt you ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ŜƴŘΦέ ²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ L 

pull her into my arms, holding her tight.  



άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΧ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀǇŜ ƳŜΦέ L ǎǿŜŀǊ L ŀƳ 

going to kill someone. People are testing me, God forgive me 

but my wife needs protection from such people.  

ά²ƘƻΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΚέ  

άIŜΣ ƘŜ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ ƳŜΧ L ƪƛŎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ L ǿŀǎ 

ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ L ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ L ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΣ L 

will be the last face he sees.  

ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ƘƛƳΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ ά¢ŜōƛΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ bƻ ƳƻǊŜ 

ōƭƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ LŦ L ƪƛƭƭ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

going to go back to square one with the mental break down. I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 

unpunished. He needs to be taught a lesson. 

άL ǿƻƴΩǘΣ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ±ƛƭŀƪŀȊƛΧ {ƛȊǿŜ ±ƛƭŀƪŀȊƛΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ 

myself who that Sizwe is. 

 

 

***   

 

 



When Kea knocked off, I went back to her work place to fetch 

ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀǇŜƭƻΩǎ 

place and I will come and check her before I leave. Taylor left 

Njabulo with us as she went to Kea.  

 

 

ά{ƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΚέ ¢-man jokingly asks. 

άYŜŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΚ 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ L ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜΦ 

ά²ƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎΦέ L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ bƧŀōǳƭƻ ŎǊŀǿƭǎ ǘƻ 

me, I pick him up. άbƧŀōǎΣ ŘƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΚέ ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚύ 

ά5ƛƴǘǎŀƴƎΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΦ 

ά!ŘƛƴǘǎƛΦέ όbƻǘƘƛƴƎΦύ L ǎŀȅΦ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ƪŜȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘ 

before he wiggles himself off me. This child looks like both his 

parents. Just when you think you are seeing T-Man, Taylor 

appears. 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚέ ¢-Man asks. I really 

and stressed. I sigh. 



άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ L ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ 

IŜ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΧέ  

ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀfford it and, I am running low on cash. I am 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦέ 

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ L ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƛǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ L now understand why Kea 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ IǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƻƭΦ 

ά{ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΚέ IŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ƳŜΦ 

άLϥƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǌƻō ŀ ōŀƴƪΣ ǎƻƭƻΦέ L ǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ Iƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ 

άL ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅΣ ŀ ōŀƴƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀȊȅΚ LǘΩǎ ǊƛǎƪȅΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΦ CƻǊ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ L 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨƻō ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ 

άbƻΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  



ά¸ƻǳǊ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ²ƛŦŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΚέ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

άCǳŎƪΗέ ¢ƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǳǎǘŀǊŘ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ 

the baby. I take Njabulo into my arms and rock him. 

άLǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘƛƻǘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ IŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪs before he does or says 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE  

 

 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛŦ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƴƛŎŜ ƻǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴƛŎŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

because I am the one pregnant with three babies. The second 

trimester is hell. During the first trimester I was never this sick 

and now, the babies are weighing heavier every day. Many 

ǿŜŜƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜŀǘΣ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ 

wake up, eat sleep, work and so on.  

 

 

So, this whole week, I have been helping Taylor prepare for 

Njabs' first birthday party which is tomorrow. When I knock off, 

Tebogo and I are going to fetch the cake where we've ordered 

ƛǘΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƎƻƴŜΦ L ŀƳ 

so damn tired and my feet are swollen.  

 

 

άbǳǊǎŜ YŜŀΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚ You have been sitting there for a 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴƻǿΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘǊƻƴ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ƛƴ 

one of the empty rooms in the hospital, resting my feet.  



άL ŀƳ ǿŜƭƭΦ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ L ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊ 

my pumps. 

άbƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 

your work and you are so much dedicated and I like you. You 

Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄΦέ  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǘΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎƻ L 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ Řƻ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘs. 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘΦ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŎŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

walk out too. 

 

 

άbǳǊǎŜ YŜŀΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳǎȅΚέ ! ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪǎΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŀǊŘΦ 

άbƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ /ŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΦέ I 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ±ƛƭŀƪŀȊƛΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 

almost stopped beating. This person disappeared into thin air 

like he never existed. The last time I saw him was when he 

kissed me and that was it. Now he is here, lying on the hospital 

bed like he got the beating of his life. 

 

 

ά¦ƘΧ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ  



άIŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 

the road in the N1, beaten to a pulp. Broken ribs, joint 

dislocation on his knee, twisted ankle and knife cuts on his 

ōŀŎƪΦέ 

άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΦ Lǎ ƘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀƭΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ 

to attend the wounds on his face and dress his face with a 

bandage and round it up to his head from beneath his chin to 

ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘƛƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘΣ 

this is my job. I took an oath that, I will put my personal issues 

aside and save my patients. 

άLΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻƴǘƻ ƛǘΣ ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ 

Tebogo written all over. I know my man and it is not a 

coincidence that he went missing right after he kissed me. 

 

 

***   

 

 

²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ tW aŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŎŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ bƧŀōǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ 

tomorrow. We are now driving to my hood. 



 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦΦέ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƪŀǘΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ hand. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

ά5ƛŘ ǿƘŀǘΚέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ  ƪƴƻǿΦέ 

άbƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ L Řƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦέ  

άhƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳΚέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ bƻǿ L 

understand ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ wǳǘƘƭŜǎǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿŀƴǘ 

to talk about this so, I just shut my lips and look outside to the 

side of the road.  

 

 

We arrived at my house first to take a few things. I am sleeping 

over at his house today and we are going to come together 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘŘƛŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢-ƳŀƴΩǎ 

house to drop the cake. As soon as we got in the house, Njabs 

stood up, balancing with the coffee table and walked a few 

steps to us before he fell on his bums. 



 

 

άhƘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘ 

Tebi did you ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ 

άaȅ ōŀōȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƭƪΗ aȅ ōŀōȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƭƪΗέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΦ 

bƧŀōǳƭƻ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ άIƭŜǎŀΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ 

ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻΦέ IƭŜǎŀ ƛǎ ¢-Man's clan name. Njabs 

excitedly stands and take more steps towards me, I crouch a 

lƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ άaȅ ōŀōȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƭƪΣ ƎǳȅǎΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ 

off  Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƳƻǾŜǎΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 

the cake in the fridge.  

άL ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΦ 9ƴǘƭŜƪΣ ƭŜǘƭŀ Ǿŀȅŀ ƭŜ Ŝƴŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ ό[ŜŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΧύ ¢-Man 

jokingly says. I sit down on the couch with Njabulo laying his 

head on my chest. Tebogo gets back. 

 

 

ά¢ŀȅ-¢ŀȅΧ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘat thing that I asked you to get for 

ƳŜΚέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



ά¸ŜǎΦ L ǎŜƴǘ ¢-aŀƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǘŎƘ ƛǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦέ {ƘŜ 

responds. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

it is something that I should not know about. 

ά¦ƘΣ ¢ŜōȊŀΧέ ¢-Man gets up, signaling Tebogo to follow him. 

Tebogo tries to take Njabs from me but he has hold on tight to 

my t-shirt. 

άIǳƘ-ǳƘΗέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ 

άIǳƘ-ǳƘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ aȅ ōŀōȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 

¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ 

άIŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƻƻƴΧ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜ 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ ¢-Man said that, we all burst into a laugh. T-

Man and Tebogo leave us. 

 

 

ά{ƻΣ Ƴƻϥ ƎƛǊƭΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ  

ά¦Ƙ-uh. My lips are sealed. Yoǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ  

ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΚέ L ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

άbƻΣ YŜŀΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōƭŀōΣ L ǊŜŦǳǎŜΦέ   



άhƪŀȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘƛƴǘΦέ L ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘΦ 

άYŜŀ ƘƭŜΧ ŀ Ƙƛƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΣ L Ǉǳǘ bƧŀōǳƭƻ 

down and make him stand on his feet and hold his hand as we 

follow his mom to the kitchen. I'm glad we made it there but, 

ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻƻŘΚέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜŀǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ 

ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ bƧŀōǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΦέ  He holds on to my leg as he stands 

up. I hold his hand and we walk out of the house. 

 

 

As I get closer to where Tebogo and T-Man are, they stop 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

find out about. 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ¢ŀȅ ƛǎ ŘƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΚέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎƘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ bƧŀōǳƭƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the walking. I lift him up, he leans over bringing his hands 

forth  to Tebogo. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳΣ bƧŀōǎΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŘǳŎƪǎ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ 

squeals. He takes him. 

 

 

***   



 

 

After dinner, Tebogo drove us to his house. He is awfully quiet 

and it bothers me so much.  

 

 

άhƪŀȅΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ L ǎƛǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘΦ L ŀƳ 

wearing his big t-shirt which is getting smaller and smaller.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘΚέ IŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŘǳƳō ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΚ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ IŜ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ 

him. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ 

ƭƻǾŜ ŘŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŀ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΦέ IŜ ǎƛƎƘǎΦ 

ά! ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΚέ L ŀǎƪΦ IŜ pecks my cheek. 

ά¸ŜǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ 

future, I did it for love. I did it for you. I did it because I love 

ȅƻǳΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ .ŀōȅΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 

to see me giving birth at this very mƻƳŜƴǘΚέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΣ L ŀƳ 

not. I am dead serious. 



άL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ IŜ ƪƛǎǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ ά!ƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘƛƳΣ ǎŜƴǎǳŀƭƭȅΦ άLΩƳ ƘƻǊƴȅΦέ IŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

ƳŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ ά²ƘŀǘΚέ L ǎƘǊǳƎΣ ƘŜ ƭŀǳghs at me. I must be 

a joke for him to laugh at me like this. I am just happy that we 

are both clean now but until then, we going to use a condom. 

 

 

***   

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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TEBOGO DICHABA  

 

 

I have missed my wife so much. After a long five months of not 

being intimate with my wife, here am I having the morning 

Glory of my life. I am fully buried inside behind her. We are in a 

spooning position. Oh God this feels like home, my home. I 

have my hand cupping her boob as I keep thrusting, deeper and 

harder. The babies will have to forgive me but, I am going to be 

in here constantly.  

 

 

άbƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΧ ŀŀŀƘƘΦέ YŜŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ L ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŜŘΦ άbƻΧ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΦέ  

I kiss the side of her neck, living love bites.  

άLϥƳ ŎƭƻǎŜΦέ  I whisper in her ear. She takes my hand, placing it 

Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ Ŏƭƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ Ǌǳō ƛǘΦ άLΩƳ ŎƭƻǎǎǎǎŜΧέ L ƘƛǎǎΦ L 

increase my pace again. Her body trembles as she reach her 

orgasm, I follow after her, filling the condom with my seeds. 

The days of masturbation are over! 



 

 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ {ǿŜŜŘƛŜΦέ  I pull out, getting off from the bed to 

dispose the condom. I return back and tuck her closer to me. 

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ L ǇŜŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ ǘƻƻΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ  

άL ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΧ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ bƻƴŎŜōƻΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 

and use it. She said we can actually do something fun together. 

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜƴΚέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƳŜΦ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΦ 

ά! ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŜΚ Wǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦέ {ƘŜ 

screams in excitement. 

ά¸ŜǎΗ .ŀōȅΣ LΩŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΗ ²ƘŜn are we going, so that I can 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚέ  

άLΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 

do. We leave on Thursday in the evening and we come back on 

aƻƴŘŀȅΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪΚέ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΦέ 



άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

ŀ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƛŦŜ 

going to work. What if something happens? 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛƎƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

άwŜǎƛƎƴΗΚ ¢Ŝōƛ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛƎƴΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƴŀǇǎΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛƎƴΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 

my children put at risk. I will help you write a resignation letter 

and then on Monday, you submit it to your superior or whoever 

is in charge. You'll serve your notice but after that, you are 

ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎ 

forming in her eyes. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƭŀȅǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ L 

feel her tears come in contact with my skin. 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƪƛŘǎΦέ L ŘǊƻǇ ŀ ƪƛǎǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΦ  

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΦέ {ƘŜ 

ƳǳǊƳǳǊǎΦ ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ me quit something that I love, 

¢ŜōƛΦέ  

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀȅōŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōǊŜŀǎǘŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻōǎΦ 

άǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΚέ L Ǌǳƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ 



άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀǎǘŦŜŜŘΦέ L ǎƛƎƘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƪe her 

sad any further. 

άLǘΩǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ 

children breastmilk. 

 

 

***   

 

 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ bƧŀōǎΩ 

first birthday party. The decorations, the PJ Masks Theme, the 

ƪƛŘŘƛŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

that Kea is so good with Njabs and the other kids, I have no 

doubt that she is going to make a good mother although she is 

frightened by the idea, she is going to be a super mom. 

 

 

I am chilling with the guys by the garden side braaing some 

meat as the woman are busy with the kids, serving them cake. 

The party started an hour ago and Njabs is very happy 

especially when he is around the other kids. 



 

 

ά9ȅ ¢ŜōȊŀΦ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎŀǊΦέ ¢-Man says. He can do it all alone but I know he wants to 

talk to me  so I just follow him out. 

 

 

We get to the car and stand besides it. He takes out a box of 

cigarettes and hands me one and takes for himself too. I have 

my own lighter in my pocket so I just light my cigarette and give 

the lighter to him. 

ά{ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǳŦŦƛƴƎΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ άL ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ Ǉǳƭƭ 

out from the bank robbery. We can think of something else. 

You can come and crash here at my house while we sell both 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦέ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎΣ ¢-aŀƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

buy houses cash and the amount of money for the bond that 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ 

everything. I have Kea and Four babies to maintain, Four T-Man 



Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ōƛƭƭΦ !ƭǎƻΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎǊŀǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ 

άwƻōōƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀƴƪ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΗέ Ie semi-ǎƘƻǳǘǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ 

ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊƛǎƪȅΦέ 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ aȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ 

ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴ ƳŀƴΣ ŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΗέ IŜ ǇǳƴŎƘ ŎƘŜǎǘ ƘŀǊŘΦ L 

groan in pain, holding my chest. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭΣ ƳŀƴΗΚέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

Later on, the kids started leaving with their parents until it was 

ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭŜŦǘΧ YŀōȊŀ ŀƴŘ aǇǳƳƛ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

Tiisetso and her girl friend 

Busi. I am sitting next to Kea, with Njabs sitting on my lap. 

TŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻŘǎΦ YŜŀ ƳƻǾŜǎ ƘŜǊ 

eyes between us. 



 

 

ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƘŜǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

 

 

ά.ŀōŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȅŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ 

fǊƻƳ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ ²Ƙȅ 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻƻƻƘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ 

cries a lot. Now, everyone looks at me. 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎǊȅ ōŀōȅΣ ŀǊƎƘΦέ aǇǳƳƛ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎΧ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎt you to understand 

because you know nothing about kids or pregnant women so 

ǎƘǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ǳǇΗέ YŀōȊŀ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘǎ ƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ YŜŀ 

stops crying. Taylor comes back and looks at all of us  

 

 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ƳƛǎǎΚέ {ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ ά!ƴȅǿŀȅΧ {ƛǎ 

¢ƘŀƴŘƛ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ 

ōŜŀǘǎΦ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ YŜŀΩǎ 

style. She deserves to be treated like a trophy wife that she is. 

With a few thousands left in my bank account, I want to spoil 

her. 



ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳƛƴŜΦ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ ά{ŀȅ ƛǘΣ ƳŀƳŀǎƛΦέ  

άL ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ  

άtŀ-pa-ǎƛΧ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΧ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΧέ bƧŀōǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ 

clapping hands. He sneezes and a huge balloon forms on his 

nose. We all laugh except for Mpumi. 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŘƛǎƎǳǎǘƛƴƎΗ 9ŜŜǳǿǿΗέ aǇǳƳƛ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǇΦ 

ά!ƛ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǳǎΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎŎƻŦŦǎΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘƪŜǊŎƘƛŜŦ 

and wipe NjabsΩ ƴƻǎŜΦ  

ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƎǳȅǎΦέ ¢-Man and I are going to use my car driving 

with our women. Thandi's place is just around the corner so 

there is no need to take all the cars. Tiisetso, Busi, Mpumi and 

Kabza are taking the same car too.  

 

 

In no time we were there. I help Kea off the car. 

ά.ŀōŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ {ƘŜ 

asks because there are gold and white balloons. 

²Ŝ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ little 



aisle, surrounded by balloons with everyone looking at us. I 

chuckle as I remember this is where I first spoke to her. She 

looks nervous. 

 

 

άaŀ ¢ƘŀƴŘƛǎΦ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

going to be my wife some day and what did you sayΚέ {ƘŜ 

ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴŜ ōǳǘ ŀ 

ǊŜ ŘŀŀǊΦέ ό²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦύ L ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ 

 

 

ά¢ŜōƛΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŜǘƘ ƎǊƛǘǘŜŘΦ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 

L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ōƭǳǎƘŜǎΦ άDƛǊƭΣ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘȅƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ Řƻǿƴ 

ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΦ άCǳŎƪΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ 

talk is not for me. But, watseba ke tlala ka wena mamasi and I 

tell you everyday. I am just going to ask you a question and you 

ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ȅŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ YŜŀϥǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ƳŜΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ 

my father, he wrote a letter to her parents and as soon as she 

found out, she was completely insane. She told me how that 



was old school and not romantic. I should ask her for tips and 

do it in the 'Kea style'. 

 

 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ ōƻȄ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ bƧŀōǎΩ 

hands. He refuses to give me the box. I get hold of the box and 

take out the ring, giving back the box to him because he is 

crying.  

I turn to my wife who is in tears.  

άbƻ ǿŀȅǎΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ǿŀȅΗέ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǿ ŎƘǳōōȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊǎΦέ 

Everyone laughs. 

ά¢Ŝōƛ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻu should do it! Go down on your knee, 

ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳƴ ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜΗέ L ƎŀǎǇΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ȅŜǎ ōŀōȅΣ haDΦ 

.ǳǘ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΚέ L Ǝƻ 

down on my knee, putting the ring on her finger. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳe we came 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀǘŜΦέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇΦ άL ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ 

ǿƻƳŀƴΗ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎΣ ŎƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ 

our kids to be born with us already married. I want you and 



ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǎƻΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΦέ 

She looks at me. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƳŜΦ CƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƘǳƎǎ 

me. I feel so guilty that I am about to take the biggest risk of my 

ƭƛŦŜΦ ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΗ LϥƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ  

Sis Thandi starts serving us non-alcohol champagne.  

 

 

***  

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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KEABETSWE MOLISE 

 

 

I prayed this whole week, asking God to be with me throughout 

the journey I am about to get into. I have been at my most 

ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  

 

 

It is Thursday and Tebogo just fetched me from work. We have 

an appointment with doctor Peters because we will be flying 

tonight to Cape Town. So, we needed to do a little check-up to 

see if I am capable of flying and also, we need to know the 

ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ōŀōȅϥǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ 

 

 

ά{ǿŜŜŘƛŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΚ L ŀƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ  

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻƻŘΦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ-thru take-ƻǳǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ 

He say, not moving his eyes from the road. 

άbƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎΦέ  



ά¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ YC/Φ Lǎ ƛǘ ƻƪŀȅΚέ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻŘΦ 

 

 

After getting streetwise 2 for the both of us, I ate on the way to 

the Netcare hospital. Doctor Peters started off with checking 

my blood pressure. It was all normal. 

 

 

ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōŀōȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΚέ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ tŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǎƪǎ 

while examining my stomach with both her hands, softly 

ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ōƛƎ ōǳƳǇΦ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƳƻǾŜΚ 5ƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛŎƪΚέ  

άL ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƛŎƪ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ 

ŀƎƻΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ  

άhƪŀȅΦέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƳŜΦέ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǎŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

doctor smears the gel on my exposed belly, I flinch to the 

coldness of it. Tebogo holds my hand into his. 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ōŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ Ƴȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 



ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΧ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦέ L Ǌƻƭƭ Ƴȅ 

eyes.  

ά¢ƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ƭook all good, their heartbeats are sounding normal 

ŀƴŘΧέ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ tŜǘŜǊǎ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǘ ǳǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƻƴŜ ƎƛǊƭΦέ 

!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΗ hƘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΧ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

vacation. We have arrived in our suite and the first thing that I 

did was to go to the balcony and just appreciate the beach 

view, the fresh clean air and surrounded by strangers. This is 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  

 

 

Tebogo walks out of the suite coming to where I am. It is 

already late at night but I am too excited to be going to sleep. 

Tebogo snuggles his arm on my waist, hugging me from my 

back and kiss my neck.  



 

 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΦέ IŜ 

rests his chin on my shoulder. We remain silent, looking at the 

beach, listening to the sound of waves. A knock hits our door, 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ άLǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΦέ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ my hand 

and we walk back into the suite. While he goes and gets the 

door, I sit by the little table that we have in here. 

 

 

άDƻƻŘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƛǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

room. 

άIŜƭƭƻΧ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀnd 

¢ŜōƻƎƻ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳΣ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ 

been meaning to ask you, sweedie and this is something that 

ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

plate near me  with a soft drink and a straw. 

ά¸ŜǎΚέ L ŀƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾƛƴg a first spoon in my mouth 

άLǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘΧέ IŜ ŎƻǳƎƘǎΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Ƴȅ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƭŜǎŀ ŀƴŘ Lϥƭƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 



take him in like your own but, I would truly appreciate it if you 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ L ŀƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦέ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  

ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ŘǳŜΚέ  

ά! ƳƻƴǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ƴƻŘΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦ hǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ 

ŀƴŘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƴȅ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

the mother in fact as your wife, if she needs anything she 

should contact me not you. We are both going to be mothers 

soon and if she wants peace between us, she got to stop calling 

you. If there is anything that she needs she can contact me but 

ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΦέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ Ƴe. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ IŜ ƭŜŀƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǇŜŎƪ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦέ 

άbƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦέ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōŀŘ 

Idea now would it? 

άL ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƻΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳr supper so that we can 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΦέ L ƭƛŎƪ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΣ ǎŜŘǳŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ IŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΦ 

ά[Ŝǘǎ ǎƪƛǇ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

ά¦Ƙ-ǳƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ L ŘƛǇ ŀ 

prawn in the sauce before tossing it into my mouth. 



άtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜΧ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭȅƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŦŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ¢Ŝōƛϥǎ ƘŀƴŘ ǊƻŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

my thighs. I slightly open them making room for him to give me 

the pleasure. After the steamy sex that we had last night, I 

would have said no right now but 

with this pregnancy I grew to love sex.  

 

 

After he made sure that I am fully in the mood, he gets up, 

kneeling in front of me between my legs. His dick is pointing at 

me and I cannot wait for it to come in contact with my pussy. I 

bite my lower lip, playing with my erected nipples as I watch 

him stroke his penis before he puts on the condom. We will 

keep on using protection until I am certain that we are both 

clean. 



 

 

He slowly goes in and just like that, my orgasm betrays me. I 

release the juices, moaning. 

 

 

άYŜŀΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ƛƴΦέ IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ IŜ ƎǊƛǘǎ Ƙƛǎ 

teeth, going in further, my pussy grips his dick. He closes his 

eyes and stays in for a while not moving. 

ά{ƘƛǘΦέ  He cuss. 

He starts thrusting. This baby bump is obstructing my view. I 

want to see what is happening on the other side but anyway, it 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ 

άaƳƳΣ ōŀōȅΧΦ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΧ ŀŀŀƘƘΦέ IŜ ƛǎ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ Wǳǎǘ 

how I want it.  

 

 

He hits the same spot a couple of tiƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ 

anymore. I grab the pillow with both my hands and  cry out 

when the dick slaps me very hard, release my cum.  



He increases his pace, grabbing my thighs not too tight though. 

He moans deeper and deeper, reaching for his Haven. He leans 

forward dropping kiss on my face. 

 

 

ά{ŜȄ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴƛŎŜǊΦέ IŜ ƘƛǎǎΦ άŦǳŎƪΗέ 

Tebogo swears a lot. I hope he will stop it when the kids arrive. 

 

 

***   

 

 

The weather is not disappointing. I am in my red bikini, 

sunglasses and a big straw hat walking barefoot on the sand by 

the shore. Tebogo is right next to me in is beach shorts, 

showing his yummy muscular body. 

 

 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ōŀōȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ 



άhƪŀȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ 

creaƳ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀȊȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦέ IŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

saying that. 

ά¢Ŝōƛ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘǳƳƳȅΚέ L ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ 

my waist. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŀƳƛΦ /ƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƴƻǿΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ 

ά¢ŜōƛΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦέ  

άhƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǊƪΧ ƎŜǘ ǎŜǘΧ ƎƻΗέ  

ά¢ŜōƛΣ bƻΦέ IŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ L ǇŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ L ǿŀƭƪ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

believe he made me almost run. When I reach the truck, he has 

already bought the ice creams. He gives me the bubble gum 

flavoured and he takes the chocolate one. 

 

 

ά/ŀƴ L ǘŀǎǘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎΚέ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ  

άLǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦέ IŜ 

stupidly says.  

άhƪŀȅΦ /ŀƴ L ǘŀǎǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ laugh at 

us. I can play stupid too. 



άaŀƳŀǎƛΣ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΚέ  

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŜΦ hƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅ ŦƛƴŜ ǘŀƪŜΦέ L Ǝƭƻŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǘ 

him taking his ice cream licking it and mine at the same time. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴƴŀ ǘŀǎǘŜΚέ  

άaŀƳŀǎƛ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ YŜŀƳŜ ƘƭŜΦέ όƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜΦύ  

ά.ǳȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦέ L ƎŀǎǇΦ 

άtŀǇŀǎƛΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŀǊŜΦέ  

άaȅ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΚέ  

άCƛƴŜΧέ L ƘŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 

After eating the ice creams, we went over to play with the 

water. We took a few pictures together and of course not 

forgetting to write our names on the sand inside a heart.  

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ άƴƻǘ 

ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘέ ōŀǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿent shopping and then later, we are 

going out for dinner. The way I am getting spoiled by Tebogo, 

you'd swear that this is his way of saying goodbye to me.  

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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THE PRODIGAL HUSBAND 

 

 

***   

 

 

FIFTY-ONE 

 

 

***   

 

 

KABELO KABZA KABINDE 

 

 

I was sleeping when I received a call from Rose. I turned to look 

at Mpumi who was sleeping so peacefully, I sighed. I got out of 

bed going out of the room to answer the call. 

 

 



άLƳōŀƭƛ ȅŀƳƛ ŜƴƘƭŜΦ ! Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ όaȅ beautiful flower.) She breathes over the 

phone. 

άYŀōƛƴŘŜΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭƭΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ IŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƻ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻǊŜ ƻǊ 

something. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛƪƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ 

clears her throat. 

άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƎǳǊƎƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŀƭΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƴƻǿΚ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΚέ L ǎƛǘ 

in the middle of the stairs. 

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊΧέ 

άL ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǎƻΣ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΦέ L get up 

again. 

άYŀōƛƴŘŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ aǊǎ aŜΚέ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪΧ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άwƻǎŜ ǳƴƎŀ Řƭŀƭƛ ƴƎŀƳϥΦέ ό5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦύ 

άYŀōƛƴŘŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧƻƪŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ bƎƛȅŀǎŀōŀΦέ όL ŀƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦύ L ǎƛƎƘΦ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜΣ aǊǎ aŜΦ bƎƛȊƻƪǳ ƴŀƪŜƪŜƭŀΦέ όL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

you.)  άbƎƛȅŀƪΩ ǘƘŀƴŘŀ ȅŜȊǿŀΚέ όL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦύ 



άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΦ DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ ōȅŜΦέ {ƘŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇΦ  

 

 

ά¸ŜǎΗέ L ǇǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘo the bedroom. I am all 

smiles and so happy. Finally, with all this money that I have, I 

will be spending it on my kid. I have been longing to have a 

child and now, here I am God blessing me with one. 

Circumstances forced me to find me another woman. A woman 

that I intend to marry very soon, making her my other wife. 

 

 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΚέ  

άIǳƘΚέ aǇǳƳƛ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇΣ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘōƻŀǊŘΦ 

ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΚέ  

άhƘΧ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΚ hƘ ȅŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ¦ƘƳΧ ŀ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ 

been trying to get ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊΦέ  

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƳΦέ L ǎƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ 

lips.  



άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

Rose and I indeed went to see a doctor and she ran the tests. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ wƻǎŜΩǎ 

blood pressure. She got the results down on a file before 

checking the results on the pregnancy test kits. She looks at us 

with a smile. 

 

 

ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦέ  

άbƎƛƴƎǳ ōŀƴƛΗΚ bƎƛǘƘƛ ƴƎƛƴƎǳ ōŀƴƛ ƳƛƴŀΗΚέ ό²Ƙƻ ŀƳ LΗΚ L ŀǎƪŜŘΣ 

Who am I!?) I stood up, clasping my hands together in a praying 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

to have a baby. This is overwhelming. 

 

 



***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

It is our last day in Cape Town today and my wife is dragging is 

not happy that we are going back to reality. This was indeed a 

breather for both of us. We needed this little holiday and it has 

brought us together and even more closer. 

 

 

ά5ƛŎƘŀōŀΗ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀΗέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊst time she calls me with my 

surname. I am in the shower and she is calling from the 

bedroom, where I left her.  

I turn off the faucet and got out, wrapping a towel around my 

waist. When I got to the bedroom, I find her amused sitting on 

the edge of the bed. I look at her, confused. 

άaƳŀ aƻƭƛǎŜΣ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

ά/ƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦέ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ ōŜƭƭȅ ōǳƳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

When I get there, she takes my hand and also puts it on her 

ōǳƳǇΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ŀƳ L ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅ ōǳƳǇΦ 



ά.ŀōȅΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘhing wrong with the kids? Should I take you 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΚέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

ŎƘŜŜƪǎΦ άIŀƻǿΣ aŀƳŀǎƛΚέ L ǎƛǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎΣ ǇŀǇŀǎƛΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦέ aȅ ǿƛŦŜ 

will get me a heart attack I swear. 

άhƘΣ L Ƴƛǎǎed that? I'm sure they will kick again and I will get to 

ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘΦέ L ƪƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŜƪΣ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŜƭƭȅΦ  

ά.ǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

Advertisement 

ƴƻǿΦέ {ƘŜ ǿƘƛƴŜǎΦ bƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ L ƭŜŀƴ 

over to her big stomach, to talk to the babies. 

ά¢ǊƛǇƭŜ hΦ aƻƳƳȅ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦέ L ƭŜŀǾŜ 

kisses around the bump. 

ά¢ǊƛǇƭŜ hΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ hƳǇƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ hƴǘƘŀǘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƛǎ 

hŀǘƭƛƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ nods, wiping her tears with a slight smile. I tickle 

her a little, to my surprise the babies moved, I felt them move. I 

felt my kids move. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 



άL ŘƛŘΦέ L ŎƘƛǘ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ YŜŀ ƎƛƎƎƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

now and then. She starts taking videos and I am glad the kids 

are cooperating too, kicking and moving wanting to be in the 

video. This hits me now, it is real. I am going to be a father. 

 

 

Later on, Kea went to a spa and left me all alone in the suite. I 

am sitting on the couch, having my beer and snacks watching 

ǎƻŎŎŜǊΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŦŜΧ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ L 

thought it would be. We should plan a trip somewhere with the 

guys, taking our women with. This fucking relaxing.  

 

 

I should get ready so that when Kea gets back, we are hitting 

the ocean.  I have made arrangements for us to ride a boat to 

the middle of the sea and watch dolphins and also, to get 

different air. I hope she does not get sea sick. 

 

 

***   

 

 



ά.ŀōȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜΧ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ L Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΦ  

άbƻ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ƭƻǾŜΦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƻǊŜΦέ  

άLΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

She turns and looks at me and I fall in love all over again with 

her.  

άL ŀƳΧ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ¢ŜōƛΦέ {ƘŜ ƘǳƎǎ ƳŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ 

ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ōǳƳǇ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ōǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻŀōƭŜΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ 

ƳǳŎƘΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦέ L CǊŜƴŎƘ Yƛǎǎ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ 

Ƴƻŀƴǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ άbƻΣ aŀƳŀǎƛΦέ 

ά.ǳǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƳƛǊƪǎΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇŜ ǿŜƴŀΦέ {ƘŜ ƎƛƎƎƭŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ 

ōƭǳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ L ƘǳƎ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ 

looking at the little waves forming. 

ά!ƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻƻΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

ά.ǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩt live here. We are going home 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ  Two dolphins jumped out from the water before 

going back in. 



ά²ƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƻƭΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅΦ tŀǇŀǎƛ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ tƭǳǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƭƻǊŀƭ 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ŧƭȅƛƴg with the wind. After taking her 

pictures, I asked the waitress that was here to serve us juice 

and platters to take both me and Kea a few pictures. 

άhaDΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ 5ƛŎƘŀōŀ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ /9h ƻŦ {!!Κέ 

She says after giving back my phone. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƳŀƳΦέ  

άL ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ȅƻǳΦ /ŀƴ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚέ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǊƭ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ 

wife here? Kea looks a little irritated. 

άL ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ 

would like ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΦέ  I look at my Kea who is 

murderously looking at her, she looks back at me and smiles. I 

kiss her lips. The girl huffs and walks down the stairs. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

άaŜ ǘƻƻΦέ ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 

 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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The plane had just landed in OR Thambo international airport 

and we are sitting in one of the restaurants in the airport as we 

are waiting for Kabza, our ride home.  

Now, being here has got me thinking about my life and all 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ life. I am back to reality now. 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ YŜŀ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

άIǳƘΧ ǿƘŀǘΚέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ŦǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΚέ {ƘŜ ōƛǘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ōǳǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜǿǎΦ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ƳƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚέ L ŦŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎƳƛƭŜ 

holding her hand. 

άLΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǝǳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ /ŀǇŜ ¢ƻǿƴΦ L ŀƳ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

άhƪŀȅΧ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜǎΚέ  



ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ  

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇƭŜ hΦ /an I have them 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦƻƻŘΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ  ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ƭƻƴƎΦέ L ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƛŦŜΣ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ 

Ƴȅ Ǌƛōǎ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ ά/ŀƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻƻΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ puppy 

ŜȅŜǎΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜΚέ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȅŜǎΣ L ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ YŜƪŜΚέ L Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǘƭŜǊȅ 

back on the table and fold my arms? 

άbƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦǊƛŜǎ ¢Ŝōƛ ƘǳƘΧέ  

άbƻΧ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜŘƛŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳϥŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ 

spaghetǘƛ .ƻƭƻƎƴŜǎŜΚέ L ǊŀƛǎŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΦ 

ά5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΚέ L ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ 

she laughs too. 

ά{ƻΣ ƭƻǾŜΧέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΚέ  

άhƘΣ ōŀōȅΗ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƘƛƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƘƛƳΚέ L ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘƭȅ ŀǎƪΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴΦέ 



άIǳƘΣ ƻƪŀȅΦέ   

 

 

Approximately 30 minutes later, Kabza got her walking with 

some nice fine woman. I wonder. I pay the bill and help Kea to 

stand up. I take our luggage and walk to the exit where Kabza 

and the lady are at. 

 

 

ά9ƛǘŀΧέ ²Ŝ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ άaȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦέ  

άIƛΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘȅƭȅ ƎǊŜŜǘǎΦ 

ά¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ²ƛŦŜΧέ YŀōȊŀ ƘǳƎǎ YŜŀΦ  

ά5ǳƳŜƭŀΣ YŀōȊŀΦ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƭŀŘȅ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άhƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ vǳŜŜƴΣ wƻǎŜΧ wƻǎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ 

YŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜΦέ YŀōȊŀ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǳǎΦ 

YŜŀΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΣ L ŀƳ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻƻΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ aǇǳƳƛ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 

of this?  

άLǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƻǿΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭŜΦ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴΧέ 

άYŜŀ ƘƭŜΦέ L ǿŀǊƴ ƘŜǊΦ 



ά.ŀōȅ ƪŜƴƎΚ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ {ƻΣ ƛǎ .ŀǊōƛŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻǊΧΦέ 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜΣ ƳŀƴΧ 9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΦέ L Ǉǳƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀǎƛŘŜΦ  

 

 

ά¢Ŝōƛ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƪƎŀƴƛΚέ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘΦ 

ά{ǘƻǇ ƛǘΗ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǿƪǿŀǊŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜΚέ L ǎƘƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊΦ {ƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

ά{ƻΣ L ŀƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ψ!ǿƪǿŀǊŘΩ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ {ƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ tǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ YŜŀ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ 

pŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ L ǎǿŜŀǊΦ ά{ƻΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜƳΚέ  

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ {ǘƻǇΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

ǘƘŜƴΦέ  

ά!ǊƎƘ CƛƴŜΧ ¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƻƪƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ  

άYŜŀΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƛǎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

tomorrow afternƻƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

ά!Ƴ L ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƴƻǿΚέ {ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ 

attitude. 

άhƪŀȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ YƻƪƻΦέ {ƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƳǎ 

frowning like a child being reprimanded. 



ά{ƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ƭŜǘǎ ƎƻΣ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΦέ 

CǳŎƪƛƴΩ ǎƘƛǘ! 

άYŜŀōŜǘǎǿŜ aƻƭƛǎŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΚέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΚέ L ƘŀǾŜ 

my own stress and I cannot have her added to that. Kea will 

ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ {ƻΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘŜǊΦ 

 

 

***   

 

 

ROSE GALEBO9 όYŀōȊŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ vǳŜŜƴύ 

 

 

YŀōȊŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǎ ŀǘ ¢ŜōƻƎƻΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ 

comfortable. Kea is very much accommodative but, I feel out of 

ǇƭŀŎŜΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ 

 

 



άwƻǎŜΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ L ŀǎƪ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ 

excited to know you. I have just texted a friend of mine who'll 

ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΧ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƳƛƴŘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

glow on her cannot be missed.  

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΦέ L 

say. 

ά{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΦ Iƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΚ 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΚέ 

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜΦέ 

άIƻƴŜȅΣ L ŀƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǎƻ L Ŝŀǘ ǿŜƛǊŘ ŦƻƻŘΦέ {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ 

ά²ŜƭƭΧέ L Ǌǳō Ƴȅ ǘǳƳƳȅΦ 

άbƻ ǿŀȅǎΗέ {ƘŜ ƎŀǎǇǎΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ǿŀȅΗέ  

άhaDΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻƻΚέ {ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǊƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΚ 

Seriously? 

ά! ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƎƻΦέ  

άDƛǊƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘΗΚ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƘƛŘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ YŀōȊŀ 

is a very secretive person. When ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜŜǘΚέ {ƘŜ 

sits next to me on the couch.  

άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦέ  



ά²ƻǿΦ !Ƴ L ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅΚέ {ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŀƳ ƎƛǊƭΦέ  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧ ¦ƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƛŘŜ ōǳǘΧέ {ƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǎΣ L 

ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǘƻƻΦ ά¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ YŀōȊŀ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ L ƭƻƻƪ 

down to my hands 

Advertisement 

nodding. 

άL ƪƴƻǿΦέ  

ά!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ  

 

 

An hour later, I was introduced to Taylor. She is not bad, they 

are actually nice people. The cute baby Njabulo is also clinging 

on me.  

 

 

ά{ƻ ƎƛǊƭΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴƛǎǎ .ŀǊōƛŜ ŘƻƭƭΚέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŀǎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

were telling me about my soon to be sister wife, Mpumi and 

how she does not like Kea. Kea is not even her friend but she 

hates her, what am I going to be? 



ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ to wife my husband. If she wants  to hate me, 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƘŜǊΦέ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ƎƛǊƭΗέ 

 

 

***   

 

 

TEBOGO DICHABA 

 

 

I had an intervention today with the guys. T-Man dished out to 

Kabza and Tiisetso about my mission and they all tƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

bad idea. Fuck them, I am doing this tomorrow. 

LǘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƘƻƳŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 

locking all the doors, I went upstairs and found Kea crying on 

the bed. Now, I am honestly trying to think what I might have 

done to make her cry, nothing comes into mind. I walk closer to 

her and sit on the edge of the bed. 

 

 



άLϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊΚέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊȅ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ŘƻΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜΦέ  

άbƻΦ aȅ ōŀŎƪ ƘǳǊǘǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŀōȅΦέ 

She gets up from the bed and walks to the wall putting her 

hands on the wall leaning forward. 

άIƻǿ ōŀŘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƻƻΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘǿƻ 

ƘƻǳǊǎΦέ {ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎΦ 

άaŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΚέ  

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ 

holding her waist with both hands. The pain must be bad for 

her to cry like this. 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΚ bƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ you 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ L ǎŀȅΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ōŀŎƪ Ǉŀƛƴǎ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƎǊƻǿΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛŦ L Řƻ ƭƛŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ {ƘŜ 

walks over to the bed. 

άLϥƭƭ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƛƭ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪΦέ  




