Thato's Diary - From maid to millionaire

Prologue

On average, four babies are born every second daily.
Now we ask ourselves what happens to all those
babies as some live, some die and some lose their
way in the process. Ultimately, the naming
ceremony of every child is a special one indeed.

| was named Thato, by my mother. | was the only
child and she made sure that | always had what |
needed in life. | went to the best schools and wore
the best clothes, she would always protect me from
her evil mother and sister, and | never lacked
anything. She pushed me to be my best and my life
was picture perfect until she died.

The first commandment in the Bible says "Honour
thy mother and father”, reason being they hold all



your blessings especially while they're still on earth.
Once their gone, you're left on your own. Life
without a parent is really hard and believe me when
you have an evil family it's even harder.
Unfortunately we don't get to choose our relations,
which makes life even harder.

The one thing Mama taught me before she died was
that one should never undermine people for you
don't know how your fate will turn out. That taught
me to remain humble and greed free.

Life is full of surprises though, if you keep your eyes
open, have faith and remain faithful to God.

Jermiah 1.5 says "Before | formed you in the womb
| knew you, before you were born | set you apart; |
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

Jeremiah 29:11 says "For | Know The Plans | Have



For You' Declares the Lord, 'Plans to Prosper You
and Not to Harm You, Plans to Give You Hope and a
Future.”

Take this journey with me and see how my life turns
out.

Chapter One

Matthew 7:7 "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto

n

you.

It was my first day in Grade 12. | remember how
excited | was to be in a new grade and one step
closer to University. Mama was so proud of me
since | passed all my subjects with distinctions. | do
Physics, Mathematics and Accounting. I've always
loved numbers, from when | was very young.



I've always been so intelligent, that Mama decided to
enroll me in school very early. I'm 16, and by the
time | finish Matric at the end of the year, I'll be 17.
Mama would always say that | would be a doctor or
something big. She says one should always speak
positivity and blessings upon their children and it will
become a reality.

| stayed with my Mom Petunia, my grandmother
Maria, my aunt Sophie and her daughter Kagiso. We
were a household of just females, and everyone on
the outside thought we were a very happy family, run
by our Matriarch, my grandmother. Little did they
know that the walls of our house were very thick, so
thick that they appeared to be masquerading the
bitterness and evil that happened behind those walls.

My grandmother Maria is always at church, but her
heart is very dark and full of evil and hatred. Kagiso
can do nothing wrong in her eyes nor in her mother's



eyes, and | am the black sheep along with my
mother. My mother is the breadwinner and works
very hard to support the whole family. | feel so bad
that she has to carry such a heavy burden and | even
offered to do some piece jobs just so she could rest,
but she blatantly refused. She told me straight that
my job is to succeed and worrying is her job. While |
was in the bathroom fixing my new dress, she called
me from the bedroom.

Petunia: "Thato weh. Kopa o tle mo (Please come
here).”

| hurried switfly and found her in bed, which is highly
unusual. Mama is very active and she's always out
of bed by 5am.

Thato: "Mama?”

Petunia: (smiling) "Bona gore o pila bjang, ngwana



ka (Look how beautiful you look, my child).”

Thato: (smiling) "Kea leboga, Mama (Thank you,
Mama).”

Petunia: "Bona geh (Look), | bought you something
to celebrate your first day of Grade 12. Thisis a
special grade and | want you to enjoy it and
remember it forever.”

| smiled as she reached for her drawer and gave me
a square box wrapped in gift paper. | opened it
anxiously and found the most beautiful charm
bracelet | had ever seen.

Thato: (smiling) "Mama! E pila bjang (It's so
beautiful), thank you.”

| remember hugging her and she had a bit of tears in



her eyes. One would have thought those were tears
of joy, but they were tained with a bit of sadness.

Thato: (frowning) "Mama, o shap (are you okay)?”

Petunia: "Ska wara ka nna (Don't worry about me),
my baby. I'm okay. Go on and have a great day
akere (okay)?”

Thato: "Okay, then.”

| kissed her goodbye and | walked out of her
bedroom and found Sophie, my evil aunt watching tv.

Sophie: "Ja, so wena o decider go tsoga ka di nako
(you decided to wake up on your own time) just
because o le matric (you're in matric)? Matric ga e
thome ka wena, sesi (You're not the first person to
be in Matric, sis). Someone has to wash the dishes,



clean the stoep and sweep outside. So 0 nagana
gore (you think) just because Kagiso ga a sa tsena
skolo (is no longer in school) she must clean up
after you?!”

She clicked her tongue and looked at me in disgust
as usual. | don't even know why she hates my
mother and | this much.

Thato: "Sorry, Mmane (aunty). Ke tla kolomaka ge
ke bowa (I'll clean when | come back).”

Sophie: “La lapisa lena bana ba di Model C le bo
mme ba ma Nurse (You Model C kids are annoying
along with your Nurse mothers)!”

My aunt Sophie is one of those people who think
that the world owes them and that it's everyone's
fault she didn't finish school, along with her daughter
Kg, who's 21 now and failed Grade 11 three times.



she never bothered to finish school and never even
bothered to go to a TVET college or anything. She's
unemployed, along with her mother and they depend
on my granny's pension and have other ways and
means of making money. | was about to say
something, but Mama walked out of her bedroom
door.

Petunia: "Sophie, nke o tlogele Thato a ye skolong
(Leave Thato so that she can go to school). Ga o tlo
roga ngwana wa ka so vroeg (You're not going to
swear at my child so early in the morning).”

Sophie: "Mxm, wena (you) Thato, Mmao o tla swa a
go shiya o le nosi mo (Your mom will die one day
and leave you here alone). Re tla bona bo Model C
bo tla fella kae (We'll see where the Model C
behaviour will take you then).”

She clicked her tongue and left. | waved goodbye to
Mama again and walked out. | walked to the bus



stop, where | usually meet Palesa, my best friend. |
saw her appear and walk out of her father's BMW i8.
Her parents are rich although some say they deal
with drugs. But | don't normally listen to heresay.

Palesa: (smiling) "Yes, chomi (friend). Dintshang
(What's cooking)?”

Thato: "Ah, nothing fela (really) and you?”

Palesa: "Ah waitse mos (you know), go jola le di
school boys ke masepa (dating school boys is just
shit). Can you believe Thabo didn't even have money
to give me ya airtime fela (for airtime only). Nagana
fela (Just imagine). A ke tlo mofa mahala fela (|
can't just sleep with him for nothing).”

Most people ask themselves why I'm even friends
with Palesa in the first place since we're really the
exact opposites. She likes boys, booze, partying and



money and | don't like any of those. We get along
just fine, although she's not as clever as one would
think. Overall, she's a good friend to me and just
misjudged.

Thato: "Ai, chomi (friend). Maybe you just need to
date for love this time, you know.”

Palesa: "Aowa, Thato. No wonder you don't have a
boyfriend. Ko ja love nna (Is love going to feed
me)?”

Thato: "Ai, you'll manage hey. But if you don't love
him then let him go.”

Palesa: "Eish, flopo (the problem is) He's got a
bigger package than Socks, wa bona (you see)?”

Socks is her 25 year old boyfriend. It still baffles me



how a 25 year old man can sleeo with an 18 year old,
but what do | know? We continued our conversation
on the bus ride to school.

Chapter Two

John 16:33 - “I have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the
world.”

Thato

Our first day was great, really. We had received work
already, but | didn't complain. Palesa on the other
hand complained all day in every period, literally.

Palesa: "Ah, chomi (friend), nna ke lapile mmereko o
mo kana (I'm already tired, so much work).”



Thato: (smiling) "Ah we said we wanted to be in
matric, friend, so thisis it.”

Palesa: "Anyway, Soks is hosting a braai at his place
today. Want to join?”

Thato: "No, thanks. I'll pass.”

Palesa: "Ah, chomi (friend), o stuif le wena (you're so
stiff though).”

She always says that, but | pay no mind to her. Her
boyfriend Soks came in his Mercedes Benz. Word is
that he's a gangster, but like | said | don't listen to
heresay. In his car, he was with his friend, Kgaugelo,
who's been asking me out for quite a while, but |
can't be distracted by boys, not right now.

Soks: “Sho sho, TT wa Kg.”



He and Kg used to call me TT for whatever reason.

Thato: "Hi Soks.”

Soks: "Hao, ao dumedisi (aren't you going to greet)
your man?”

Thato: "He's not my man. Hi, Kg.”

Soks: "Ai, gape wa gana ka yona man (Tou really
don't want to give it up, hey).”

Kg: (firmly) "Don't talk to her like that, man.”

For some reason Kg is the total opposite of Soks.
He is very respectful towards everyone, while Soks
hardly respects anyone. | don't even know why they



were friends, but | guess it was the same situation
with Palesa and |.

Soks: "Ah, askies geh (sorry then).”

Whenever someone says sorry with something else
after it then it means they're genuinely not sorry.

Soks: "Pali a re vaye (let's go).”

Palesa: (getting into the car) “"Chomi (friend) we'll
talk later neh.”

Thato: "Sharp.”

| was about to walk home alone until Kg offered to
walk me home. Ai, | hoped that my aunt or Kagiso
didn't see me or else she'd have spread rumours and



lies to my mom.

Kg: "Entlek (Actually) Vayang, ke tla le kereya ko pele
(Go, I'll meet you there).”

Soks: “Lwela mfanaka (Keep trying, dude). Maybe o
tla winner ka jeno (Maybe you might win today).”

Soks drove off with Palesa, while Kg stayed behind.
| wasn't into boys or anything, but Kg knew how to
make me laugh. He was quite tall since I've always
been short. He was tall, not very dark, chocolate
coloured if | could say that and he had a great body.
A lot of girls around our neighbourhood wanted him,
but he wasn't one to roam around with just any girl.
Come to think of it, | never saw him with a girl - ever,
unlike Soks. Palesa was just one of his chicks, but |
knew better than to tell her about Soks' wrong
doings. He could do no wrong in her eyes.



Thato: "Kg, you really don't have to walk me home. |
can walk on my own.”

Kg: “Ah, come on, TT. This is Rockville and besides |
like walking you home. | need to make sure no one
hits on you, wa bona (you see)?”

Thato: (chuckling) "And so what if they do hit on
me?”

Kg: (straight face) "Then ko bolaya motho (I'd kill
them). O waka wena (You're mine), you just don't
know it yet.”

Kg was raised by well educated parents and he
came from a well off family. | never understood why
he used to hang with Soks at all. He liked the rough,
gangster kind of kasi (Township) life, but he was so
eloquently spoken, so well dressed and neat and
smelled so good all the time. He had this really



respectful demeanour and people automatically
respected him. He didn't take shit from anyone and
apologized whenever he was wrong. He'd always
ask me about school and would always ask me to
show him my report at the end of every term. | took
him as rhe brother | never had, but he kept saying |
was his future wife.

Thato: (blushing) "Ai, Kg, wa lapisa waitse (you're
tiring, you know).”

Kg: "Di tsamaya bjang ko sghela (How are things at
school)?”

Thato: "School is so nice, hey. I'm enjoying every
single minute of it. | can't wait to go to University.”

Kg: (smiling) "I like smart girls. You're one of the
most intelligent girls I've ever met, TT. Don't
disappoint me. Ska fa di bhari asseblief (Don't give



it up to idiots, please).”

| just had to laugh, but he was so serious.

Kg: "Anyway, let me go ka gore Kagiso ashuwe and
wa mo itse gore o bjang jou cuzi (let me go because
you know how Kagiso, your couson is).”

He was about to turn around and walk away, until
Kagiso swiftly approached us and started vomiting
shit as usual.

Kagiso: (fuming) "Ja, ka jeno ke go kereile, sesi
(today | caught you). O busy o re botsa gore o ya
skolong, kgante o busy o nyoba ke magenza (You're
busy telling us that you're going to school
meanwhile you're getting fucked by gangsters).”

She shouldn't have said that to Kg. | was already



used to her shit, but Kg was not one to be told such.
He turned around and gave her a very intimidating
and irritated look on his face. He always had his
hands in his pockets whenever he was displeased
about something, from what | gathered.

Kg: "Eh, wena (Hey, you) Kagiso, o reng (what did
you just say)?”

Kagiso could see Kg was angry, but she kept firing
shots.

Kagiso: "0 nkutlwile, wena Kg (You heard me). O le
genza e bile gao na selo, o shiyana shiyana le bo
Soks le nagana gore le tla reka difebe tse tsohle tse
(You're a gangster and you're broke, you keep
running after Soks and the both of you think you can
buy all these bitches)!”

Kg: (staring at Kagiso) "Kagiso, wa ntebala ne (you



forget who | am). A ke thaka ya gao nna (I'm not
your mate). Dithaka tsa gao di ya bereka e bile di go
shile because ne o le busy o rekisa nyo (Your mates
are busy working and they are ahead of you because
you were too busy selling your pussy).”

Ouch, that must have hurt. | felt that too and it
wasn't even directed at me. Kagiso had tears
glistening in her eyes, and | could she fought
aimlessly to fight them back.

Kg: "Wa lebala gore o spinne di bhana tse kae wena
(You forgot how many abortions you've had, hey).

Ka mo o mpitsa le genza (And here you are calling
me a ganster). Nkile wa mpona ke utswa, ke ya
vaging nna (Have you ever seen me steal, going to a
night job)? O re ke reka di febe, di febe tse feng (You
said | buy whores, which whores)? Ka gore kana
sfebe ke wena mo (Because the only whore here is
you). Stop being so jealous of Thato and get a life,
before you end up like your drunk, whoring mother.



You're old, used trash who gets fucked by tavern
owners just for a mere two beers. Think before you
spit out that shit at me next time. Eh, TT, I'll see you
around.”

He walked away looking annoyed as fuck. | looked
at Kagiso with pain in my eyes. | actually feel so bad
for her, | mean no one deserves to get insulted like
that.

Kagiso: "0 lebeletse eng wena (What are you looking
at)?!”

She clicked her tongue and walked away. Ai, |
walked into the yard and greeted Koko Maria, and as
usual she just gave me a faint hello. |1 went to my
room and found Mama still in bed and in her
pajamas. That was very unusual and | was very
worried.



Thato: "Mama.”

She woke up and gave me a faint greeting, but |
could see she was in pain. She wanted to drink
some water from her glass on her bedside, but she
was too weak. | couldn't understand, Mama was a
very active woman and now she was in bed probably
all day and Koko wasn't bothered even. She sat
outside reading her Bible, while Mama was bed
ridden and clearly ill. | helped her up and she
screamed out in pain. | gave her some water and
she drank very slowly.

Thato: (worried) "Mama, keng (what is it)? Please
tell me.”

Petunia: "Eish, ngwanaka (my child). | wasn't
planning on telling you, but it would be very selfish of
me. ... I'm dying, Thato. | have cervical cancer.”



And from that day on, my whole life became a
nightmare.

Chapter Three

Psalm 146:8 - "The Lord gives sight to the blind, the
Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord
loves the righteous.”

Two months later

Thato

| was in such a huge state of shock, | wished that
Mama would say it was a dream. Ever since she told
me that she had cancer, | was in a constant state of
tears and doom. | couldn't eat properly and my
grades dropped massively. It was horrible, all |
wanted to do was be with my mom. At times |
would stay home and not go to school, but Mmane
(Auntie) Sophie would always make sure | did some



chores.

Cancer is the devil, it ate my mother from within.
She refused chemotherapy, and said that it was
God's will for her to die. | would lie awake at night
crying and asking God why he would choose to take
her at a time like that, but Mama would always hear
me since | slept with her from that day onwards.
She would say, "Fear not, Thato ya ka (my love), for
God is with you. | made sure | planned for this fay
from the moment | had you.”

It's funny how she would never say something like
from the moment you were born, it would always be
the moment | had you or the moment God gave me
you. | saw her being eaten away by the evil disease.
She would tell me beautiful stories about her when
she was growing up, when my grandfather was alive.
At times she was okay and the next she would be
disoriented or in pain. All we could give her was
morphine and just pump her up with pain killers. Of



course Mmane Sophie And Koko Maria never
bothered to do anything for her. They would always
demand money from me since | had Mama's bank
card.

| remember the last day of my first term at school.
My register teacher Mrs. Modikwe called me after
she gave me my report. It was such a horrible report,
even for Term 1.

Mrs. Modikwe: “Thato, | know this isn't you. I've
been monitoring you and you don't come to school
on some days and your marks have dropped
massively. What's the problem?”

| didn't know how to tell her, but then who was |
going to tell? Already people were spreading
rumours around our area saying Mama had aids.
Imagine. | was going through the toughest time in
my life and people had the time to talk such shit. |
felt like I had it all together for those few months,



until | just broke down.

Thato: (crying) "It's... My mother, ma'am. She'sill,
she's dying.”

| could see Mrs. Modikwe's tears stream down from
her cheeks as she stood up and gave me a warm,
tight hug.

Mrs. Modikwe: “Oh, Thato. Why didn't you tell me?
I'll come by your house-”

| knew better than to let anyone come visit at home.
Mrs. Modikwe didn't stay far from my house, but still
my granny would have had a fit.

Thato: (dismissive) "No! | mean, my Granny doesn't
like strangers coming to visit, ma'am. Please don't
come, you'd only make matters worse for me.”



My reaction gave her a reason to be suspicious.

Mrs. Modikwe: "Okay then. Thato, if you ever need
anything, just please, call me or send me a please
call me and I'll be there.”

She wrote down her number on a piece of paper and
put it in my bag.

Thato: "Thank you.”

| walked out of there swiftly and headed to the bus
stop. Upon entering, | saw Palesa waving at me
from Sok's car.

Palesa: (shouting) "Chomi (friend), ke kereile lift (I
got us a lift), let's go.”



| was honestly not in the mood to listen to Soks
make derogatory comments about women and their
private parts, and luckily | saw Kg appear in his BMW.

Thato: "It's okay, ke tla tsamaya le KG (I'll go with
Kg).”

I"

Palesa: "Alright then. See you soon, bye

They left as | waved goodbye to them. Kg had a
habit of following me around and begging me to
take a lift with him back home, but | never agreed.
He had been pestering me for my number, but |
never gave in. That day, | was seriously not in the
mood for all eyes to be on me in the bus, all the
whispers and awkward stares of pity from fellow
learners. | didn't hesitate as | got into Kg's car.

Kg:"Hao, ka jeno ga o gane go namela (today you're



not refusing to get in)?”

Thato: "Ah, I'm not in the mood for the stares and
whispers.”

| felt so down that day, all day even. Mama's health
had deteriorated rapidly and she couldn't even
recognize me or any one of us anymore. | walked
around the house like a zombie. | would change her
diapers, try to feed her and I'd bathe her whenever |
could. She was in constant pain and at times |
would beg God to just take her from this world. For
some reason, | felt like my soul was tainted and that
a part of me died that day. Kg looked really weird
too, like he just couldn't look me in the eye. He was
even more quiet than usual. | figured I'd also keep
quiet and anxiously looked at the road. Before we
got to my street he stopped at a stop sign and | gave
him a look.

Thato: "Kg, keng bjanong (what is it now)? Why o sa



tsamaye (aren't you moving)?”

He looked down, which made me worry.

Thato: "Kg?!”

He still said nothing.

Thato: (annoyed) "Mxm, fine. If you don't want to
keep driving, I'll walk.”

| was about to open the door and he stepped on the
accelerator. When we got to mu gate | was met with
horror, my greatest fear. | saw an ambulance right
at the gate, but the paramedics went back into their
ambulance with an empty bed. It was supposed to
be a relief, but | just felt uneasy.



Kg: "Eish, Thato ema (wait)!”

| didn't even listen tl him, instead | ran out of the car
without my school bag and stopped one of the
paramedics.

Thato: (frantic) "Askies abuti (Excuse me, brother).
What's happening? Why were you here?”

Paramedic: "Eish, suster (Sis), askies (sorry), but I'm
afraid we tried.”

| felt like someone stabbed my heart with a huge
panga and awaited my slow, painful death. A million
thoughts were racing through my mind. | refused to
believe it. | ran into the house and found Mmane
(Aunt) Sophie already packing out my mom's clothes.
| lost it right there.



Thato: (angry) "O dira eng ka diaparo tsa mama wa
ka (What are you doing with my mother's clothes)?!”

Sophie: "Ke go boditse ka re Mmao o tlo go shiya o
le one tsatsi le lengwe (I told you your mom would
leave you alone one day).”

| felt like the panga was being pushed deeper into
my heart. | ran frantically to Mama's bedroom,
passing Koko Maria who was casually watching tv in
the lounge. | opened the door and found Mama's
lifeless body lying on her bed. | touched her and she
was still warm, which meant she took her last breath
without me near her.

Thato: (crying) "Mama?! Mama! Mama tsoga hle
(please wake up)! | need you!”

She wasn't responding, yet | kept hoping and praying
for a miracle. | let out a loud wail as | screamed with



my face buries on her lifeless chest. The chest that
once had a very lively heartbeat, which I'd
occasionally listen to whenever | was sad. She
would put me on her lap and let me lay my head on
her chest whenever | was sad. She would say "Can
you hear that? Our hearts are beating
simultaneously. Whenever you feel sad, just know
that I'm always with you. | carry you in my heart
always, my baby.”

And just like that my precious mother left this earth.
| would have to fend for myself from that day on. |
learnt the true definition of it's a dog eat dog world
the day my mother passed away.

Chapter Four

Psalm 27:4-5 - "One thing have | desired of the Lord,
that will | seek after; that | may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. For in the

time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the



secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall
set me up upon a rock.”

Thato

| cried until | had no more tears left in me. My heart
bled and mourned my mother's painful death. | sat
in her bedroom and stared at her lifeless body for
hours. | felt like | was in a trance, until Mmane (Aunt)
Sophie came to her bedroom and shouted at me.

Sophie: (shouting) "Thato! Ga o wa ma thomo wa go
hlokofallwa ke mme (You're not the first to lose a
mother), man! Emella mowe o hlapise mmao, wa
bona o ikaketse (Get up and bathe your mother, you
can see she shit herself)!”

| felt so much pain, rage, confusion. | failed to
understand what | did wrong to her for her to hate
me so much. | bathed my mother's body in a very



sacred manner and dressed her in her favourite
pajamas. The mortuary people came and took her
awayand | sat down in my chair i her bedroom again,
staring at the empty bed. | won't be waking up to
sweet kisses and hugs in the morning, | won't be
hearing her voice anymore. | sat in silence until
Sophie came again.

Sophie: "Heh banna (Goodness)! Thato! O nnetse
eng o sa apare (Why aren't you changing)?!
Tshwanetse re yo claimer di policy wena (We have to
go claim from her policies)! O nagana gore o tla
boloka ke eng o pharame (Who do you think will bury
her when you're sitting on your ass)?!”

| got so angry | stormed out of the house and ran
outside. | ran and ran until | couldn't run anymore. |
found myself in the park and | cried. | cried and
screamed until | felt like the pain inside of me has
been taken out. | felt a soft hand touch my
shoulders and | turned to see and it was Kg. He



didn't say anything and for once | didn't protest his
touch. He held me gently in his arms as he gave me
a tight hug. Beforw | knew it | had wet his tshirt with
my coarse tears.

Thato: "I'm sorry for ruining your Tshirt like that.”

Kg: “It's just a shirt, it can get replaced. How are you
feeling?”

Thato: "Honestly, | don't know. | feel so empty. |
can't cope with everything.”

Kg:"It's okay, | know how you feel.”

Thato: "How do you know? You've never lost a
mother, Kg.”



| snapped at him and he looked down.

Kg: "My mom died when | was 9 years old. The
woman you know as my mother is my step mother.
My father remarried a week after my mom died.”

Shit, | felt so bad about snapping at him. Come to
think of it | never eve gave myself the chance to get
to know Kg and ask about his life. There was
sadness in his eyes, a sadness | had never seen
before that day. We sat in the park for a while
because | just didn't feel like going back home. My
aunt kept calling and so did Kg until | switched off
my phone. | really didn't want to go home yet and Kg
understood gladly. He bought us some food at his
chesa nyama while | sat in the car. | didn't want
people to see me and gossip about me. They'd
probably say | wasn't even planning on mourning my
mother, and that | was busy galavanting in the street
with boys. Kg came back with food and we sat in
the car. We ate as | felt a bit better, but that



constant hole in my heart would remain forever.

Kg: “So, have you thought about when you'd like to
have her buried?”

Thato: "Uhm, I'm thinking Sunday. She always said
she wouldn't want to be held in the mortuary for too
long.”

Kg: I see. Thato, please if you need anything, don't
hesitate to call me. | know you don't want to give me
your numbers, but please do take mine. This is not
going to be an easy road for you, especially with
people like your granny and aunt. You need to be
careful of your aunt, she is not to be trusted and I'm
sure she has made that pretty obvious.”

Kg seemed like he knew more than he let on.



Thato: "Kg, is there something you're not telling me?”

Kg: (looking down) "It's not my place to tell you, but
you'll find out soon. Just know that your mother did
her best to raise you the way she did and you should
never ever doubt her choices. Your aunt is evil.”

He was really making me worry, | mean how could
he just tell me that without telling me the whole truth.

Thato: "Why are you being so nice to me, Kg?”

Kg: "Because you're one of akind, TT. You're special
and because of that many people don't like you.
They feel intimidated by you. You'll achieve great
things and | only want the best for you.”

| nodded and gave him my number. He dropped me
off at the corner, as | walked into the yard, | found a



few cars parkes outside. | was still in my uniform,
emotionally, physically and spiritually drained. |
walked into the house and found Koko, Kagiso,
Mmane Sophie and even Mma Moruti (Pastor's wife),
all seated in doeks and skirts even. | got annoyed
immediately.

Sophie: "Hao, Thato, ngwanaka (my child), kgale re
go emetse hle (we've been waiting on you). Please,
come sit. Mma Moruti wants to know when you'd
like your mom yo be buried.”

| couldn't believe it. The pretense in her voice and
actions was astonishing! Since when does she
speak to me like this? I'm actually disgusted.

Koko: "Thato weh, nna ne ke nagana gore (I was
thinking) the sooner the better. Mmago (your mom)
suffered a lot and she wouldn't want you to be so
sad.”



What the actual fuck was happening?! |just lostit. |
blew up right that second.

Thato: "Mma Moruti, apologies for wasting your time,
but my aunt and grandmother failed to tell you that
they have been abusing, insulting my mother and |
for as long as | could remember. So, forgive me but
I'm not interested in this meeting.

| can't have people who pretend to love me in front
of the church, while they swear at me behind closed
doors. | lost my mother earlier on and not even one
of them came to hug me, or tell me that everything
will be okay. Instead, | was told to bathe my mother
because she shit herself. So, if you'll excuse me, |
need to mourn in peace.”

| left them sitting there in shock as | huried to my
mother's bedroom and locked the door. | was very



hurt, but Kg made things a bit better. He told me
how his mother died, she just fell while he and his
mom were eating breakfast. Apparently she died of
food poisoning, but he and his mom were eating the
same food. He never recovered from it, of which |
understand.

Perhaps I'm selfish, | got the chance to know my
mother, while he lost his at the tender age of 9. To
make matters worse, his father married his
stepmother a week after the burial of his mother. |
thought they were the perfect family, but | guess it's
true what they say - no one knows what the walls of
each house is hiding.

Chapter Five

Ephisians 2:8 - "For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God.”



Thato

| tossed and turned all night long. | truly wished that
Mama would walk through her bedroom door and
tell me that she was just pranking me. | went
through her bedroom and realized a few of her
clothes were missing, while some papers were
missing too. | couldn't find her will for some odd
reason, but | did find a few of her policies in a book
she had kept safe for me.

It seems as if Sophie was searching through
Mama's things and she had takenna few of them. |
got up at 7am, since | had to start organizing the
funeral. | wanted to have her buried the following
day, which would be a Sunday. | didn't see the need
for people to be visiting all week, eating and drinking
our food. | heard Sophie knock on the bedroom door.

Sophie: "Thato, ngwanaka (my child). Ke Mmane wa
gao (It's me, your aunt). Ke kgopela o mpulele, ke go



diretse dijo (Please open for me, I've made you some
food).”

Hehe, | couldn't believe my ears. | opened the door
just to see if she wasn't joking and indeed she had
made me food. | wouldn't have eaten that food, not
even if she forced me to. What if she was trying to
poison me?

Thato: "A ka tshwara ke tlala (I'm not hungry).”

She had the fakest smile on her face and | knew then
that the devil was working over time.

Sophie: "Okay, ne ke re hlapa ke go khape ko di
office le ko bankeng o kgone go claimer (I was
thinking you should take a bath so that | could
accompany you to the burial offices and to the bank
in order for you to claim).”



Ja neh, so that's why she was being nice to me. She
wanted to see how much Mama had left for me. |
wasn't about to bw that stupid. My birthday was
coming up within the next week, so | was about to
turn 17. | knew better than to trust Mmane Sophie
after all she had done to me.

Thato: "Kea leboga (Thank you), but I'd rather go
alone.”

| could see a bit of disappointment slowly appear on
her face.

Sophie: "Hao, Thato. Nka se go rope tshelete ya gao
(I won't rob you of your money).”

And there she was, the real Sophie was slowly
making an appearance once again.



Thato: "0 nkutlwile ke bolela bjao, Mmane (Did you
hear me say that, Auntie)?”

She suddenly regretted her reaction and played the
fake serpent again.

Sophi: "Aowa (No), akere re batho ba le lapa so ne ke
re re thusane (we are family, so | thought we should
support one another).”

Thato: "Okay, ke tla go bona ge ke boa (I'll see you
when | come back). And by the way, Mama is being
buried tomorrow.”

| could see she was really disappointed.

Sophie: "But, what about our family members who
come from far? Ba bangwe ba tswa Bapong hle
(Some of them come from Bapong though).”



| couldn't care less about them. Where were they
when Mama was in pain and agony?

Thato: "That's what Mama wanted.”

| went to the bathroom and left her standing there in
defeat. To be honest | had no idea where to even
start. | had my learner's license, but | couldn't risk
driving Mama's car alone, especially with her
recently deceased. | decided to take a taxi right after
taking a bath. | went through my phone and saw
tons of messages on my wall and on WhatsApp and
even a few missed calls from Palesa. She's a real
friend despite being crazy. As | was about to walk
out of the house, Koko stopped me.

Koko: "Thato, o sure o tlo ba shap o le one (Are you
sure you're going to be okay on your own)?”



Since when does she even talk to me?

Thato: "Ee (yes), Koko.”

Koko: "Alright. O tsamaye pila (Go well). I'll start
with the funeral arrangements and give you
feedback for approval.”

Ja neh, something was seriously fishy, | thought to
myself. Upon exiting the yard, | found Kg around the
corner. Oh, | totally forgot about him. [ left his car in
such a state that | didn't even say goodbye. | slowly
walked up to him and he gave me a hug.

Kg: "Hi.”

Thato: "Hi.”



Kg: "0 kae (How are you)?”

Thato: "Ke shap, wena (I'm fine and you)?”

Kg: "Ke shap (I'm okay).”

Thato: "About yesterday -”

Kg: (interrupting) "No need to apologize. | came to
see if you're genuinely okay and to give you your
school bag.”

| had completely forgotten about that.

Thato: "Oh, thank you. Can | get it later if you don't
mind? | have a few errands to run today.”

Kg: “"Cool. May | accompany you?”



| gave him a look.

Kg: “| promise | won't do anything to you. You really
need a friend, a mobile one at that.”

Thato: (chuckling) "Okay then.”

He opened the car door for me as | entered and we
drove off. | was actually glad to have Kg by my side
because with all the errands | made that day, | don't
think my feet would have managed. | had to go to
Mama's workplace and fill in forms for her pension
and thank goodness | was the sole beneficiary.

They gave me a copy of her will and | just put it in my
bag to read later on. | had to claim at the different
banks and insurance companies where she had
funeral policies, apart from the one that was
handling her burial. | even had to go to the bank to



stop everything and she even had a life cover from
the bank. Allin all, | had to claim at five places, the
money amounted to a total of R150 000.

Kg advised me to save some of it and put it away, so
| opened an investment account at the bank and put
away R100 000. At her workplace, they at least gave
me about R15 000 as part of the whole hospital
collection. They were sad that | would be burying
her so soon as they wanted to have a memorial for
her. | asked them to do it at the funeral and luckily
they agreed.

| headed back home at about 3pm and | was
immediately annoyed. | found so many cars and a
marquee already being set up outside the yard. Kg
noticed the displeased look on my face.

Kg: "0 shap (Are you okay)?”



Thato: (sigh) "I'll be okay. Thank you so much for
today.”

Kg: "Okay, call me if you need anything. I'm just a
phone call away.”

| nodded and hugged him. | walked in and | was
greeted with a lot of people, already cooking. Some
of them | had never even seen before. Upon entering
the house, | found Koko having some tea with fellow
church women. Kagiso was even helping along with
Sophie. | saw so much food in the kitchen, and even
more cookies and alcohol stashed in Mama's
bedroom. A lot of alcohol. | was so confused
because Sophie and Koko weren't working, so how
did they afford all that? Perhaps Koko's burial
society paid out and she used that money to buy all
the food and all. | hired a catering company to do
the cooking, though. They were going to arrive at
6pm, shortly after Mama's body arrived at home. |
greeted everyone and headed to Mama's bedroom.



Koko followed me.

Koko: "Thato, ke tsere di loan ko mashonisa gore ke
kgone go reka dijo tsa leso (I took out a loan at the
local loan shark so that | could buy food for the
funeral).”

My mother wasn't even buried yet and already she
wanted money from me.

Thato: "How much?”

Koko: "Ke tsere (I took) R20 000. Ke rekile le kgomo
tse pedi (I had to buy two cows too). Phelare
boloka Nurse, batho tshwanetse ba bone gore ne a
bereka (We're burying a whole Nurse, people have to
see that she was employed).”

| couldn't believe my eyes and ears. Who on earth



takes out a loan of R20 000 from a loan shark for a
funeral?

Thato: "Bathong (Goodness), Koko society sa gao ga
sa go patela (didn't your society pay out)?”

Koko: "Aowa bathong (My word), Thato. Ne e le (It
was only) R7000 fela. | mean le wena o humile
nyana ka di policy so le nna tshwanetse ke sale ka
change nyana (you also got some money from her
policies, | also deserve a bit of change). | hired a
mobile fridge, bought some drinks for everyone
who's going to be here and hired a catering company
for decor. You're even lucky that the loan shark
doesn't want interest. Surely, you understand that |
was only trying to give your mother a dignified
funeral, my child.”

| really was annoyed, hut had no strength in me to
fight her. | gave her the money and she was all
smiles. | didn't even get why she was smiling since



it was supposedly going to the loan shark, but
anyway.

Koko: "Dankie (Thank you), sesi (sis). Robala nyana
o tla tsoga ge setopo se tla (Sleep a bit, you'll wake
up when your mother's body comes home).”

| just let her be as she walked out. | bought Mama a
brand new Nurse uniform for her to wear in that
white coffin of hers. | looked at Mama's picture and
tears were flowing down my face. I've always heard
a few learners at my school saying life is hard
without a mom, but little did | know that it was going
to be hard for me at that time. Most of us want our
parents to live long enough to see us graduate and
get married, but | guess such is life.

| took a bath and got changed into a decent outfit.
At exactly 5pm, Mama's corpse was brought home.
One of Koko's sisters, Rachel, who's our main elder,
had to usher her in. She had to say a few clan



praises and pray for her before she entered the yard.
| remember standing right outside the door and
looking at her coffin. Death doesn't hit you until the
coffin arrives home.

Rachel: "Re a go amogela mo gae (We welcome you
home), Petunia. O seke wa belaela, ngwanake (Don't
look back, my child). O tshireletse ngwanagao Thato,
thato ya Modimo e phetagetse (Protect your
daughter, Thato. God's will has been done). Re
Bakone ba ntshi dikgolo, Bakone baila tlhantlhagane,
bana ba thaba ya magosi, Bakone baila honyane e
podudu, Matlala sekgoba dinaga tsabo makgolo’ a’
gwe Mokone. Ke leditse molodi Setumong ke kwele
ke Mmalebogo borwerwe, ‘Mapela a ntheeletsa aba
a nkwa, Ke ngwana wa mma re agisane e bile re
nyalelane, Ke batho ba bo Tau e tswago Sekgosese,
Lesogana la bopedi ba hlwa ba mosetse morago
bare yena Malobane lefsega, O re o tshaba, o
gadime morago. Mokone se letse molodi wa kwala
o ka re biletswa go otla kgwale e robetse, Dikgomo
ga di kate marega di dusa gobane di ka re folotsa,



Bakone nkabe ba ipha sekgwari, mokokolome wa
Motau badimo ba setumong gona ngwana ke
stwanetse, Sekopa le matswaana. Banna ba moletsi
le masaedi, lereng le rema morula o entswe? Le re
dinonyana di tla kotama kae? Ke rile ke go kgalema
wena mokopane wa ngangabala. Naa ditshosane tse
khwibidu o diisa kae? Gosasa di tlo go tetemetsa
(clan names). Lena di Tau (You Lions), Badimo ba
ga Maake (The Maake ancestors), amogelang
ngwana wa lena (welcome your Child)!”

She ululated as she chanted our clan praises. |
could feel my heart beating too fast as the coffin
approached us. The undertakers put it in the lounge
and walked out. One of my uncles opened her coffin
and Koko was the first to view Mama, she let out a
loud wail and sobbed as she was taken away.
Sophie was next and she stood there and started
screaming.

Sophie: (screaming) "Mara (But) why?! Gobaneng



Modimo (Why God)?! Why take away my only
sibling?! Our breadwinner, yoh, Modimo (Oh, God)

n
!

It was my turn to see her. She looked so frail,
lifeless and thin. | had just saw her the day before,
but she was almost unrecognizable. She was
wearing her beautiful white uniform with her
favourite purple Rosary around her neck. She never
took it off and | had asked the undertakers not to
take it off her. | froze as | looked at her and | cried. |
cried so much | didn't even see or feel myself faint.

Chapter Six

Matthew 23:12 - "Whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.”

Thato

| woke up on my bed with a very bad headache. |



must have fainted after seeing Mama in that coffin,
that vision haunted me for quite some time. My
vision was a bit blurry, but as soon as | opened my
eyes, | saw Kagiso holding my bag.

Thato: "Wetsang (What are you doing)?”

Kagiso: (startled) "Ah, sorry Thato. Ne ke re ke paka
dilo tsa gao pila, wa bona (I just thought I'd pack all
your stuff properly, you see.”

She was very edgy and jumpy. | quickly got off the
bed and went through my bag. | immediately saw a
few notes missing from the envelope | received from
Mama's colleagues. This bitch stole from me.

Thato: (shouting) "O nkutsweditse (You stole from
me), Kagiso! Wa gafa (Are you crazy)?! How can
you steal my mother's money?!”



| got so mad | jumped on her and put my hands on
her throat. | was so furious, | didn't even register
what | was doing. Kagiso is a bit thin, while I'm
slightly bigger than her, but at that moment, | wanted
to strangle the life out of her. Aunt Rachel walked in
and started shouting.

Rachel: "What's happening here?! Thato! Mo tlogele
(Leave her)! Kao kopa (Please)!”

| was bewildered, my brain told me to stop, but my
body refused to co-operate. While Rachel was
shouting and begging me, Sophie stormed in and
started cursing.

Sophie: "Hey, wena (you), Serathane ke wena (You
Orphan)! Tlogela ngwana wa ka (Leave my child)!
It's bad enough you were adopted and now we have
to take care of your motherless ass!”



| quickly let go of Kagiso's throat and she gasped for
air. | looked at Sophie who looked like she let the
cat out of the bag, but with no remorse at all. | knew
her being nice to me was all fake.

Thato: (shocked) "Wa reng (What did you just say)?!”

Rachel:"Ai, wa bona le wena (you see now) Sophie.
You can never keep your mouth shut.”

Wait, so I'm adopted and everyone knew about it all
along but didn't tell me?

Sophie: (angry) "Gwa tshwana (It's pointless), man!
The truth is out so why should we act like we don't
know? Yes, your barren mother adopted you.
Actually she found you in a nearby dumpster ko
parkeng (at the park). Your biological mother didn't
even want you in the first place so she tried to set
you alight and when that didn't work, she left you for



dead in a bin. Where did you think you got that
hideous scar on your back?”

Oh, my God! I've had a big scar on my left lower
back that ran all the way to my bum, but Mama
would tell me that it was caused by an accident
when | was a baby. Why would Sophie choose to tell
me such a painful thing at a time like this?

Rachel: "Sophie, stop it!"

Sophie: "Ag, man, Mamogolo (Aunt). Ke lapisitse ke
go pretender (I'm tired of pretending). Thato acts
like she's better than all of us yet she doesn't even
have any of our blood flowing through our veins. O
serathane (You're an orphan), sesi (sis). And you're
going to end up like your stupid mother!”

| got so angry that | acted out of impulse. Before |
knew it, my fist landed on Sophie's face as she



stumbled back. She was bleeding from her nose
and her cheek swelled instantly. Everything makes
sense now, I'm the only light one, while Joko, Kagiso
and Sophie are al dark. Mama was beautiful and
light, but I'm lighter, very very light. A lot of people at
school even thought | was coloured. My hair isn't
even coarse at all. I've always had black, curly hair
and she would just tell me | got it from one of the
great grandmothers. None of my features matched
theirs or even Mama's but | never took much note of
it.

Rachel took Sophie and Kagiso out of the bedroom
and she came back.

Rachel: "Thato, ke maswabi hle (I'm so sorry). You
weren't supposed to find out like this.”

| was so confused.



Rachel: "She was going to tell you in her own way.
She told me she wrote a letter to you just before she
died.”

| didn't see any letter. That explains all the missing
papers from Mama's drawer on the day she passed
on. So Sophie took some of Mama's papers. Wow,
just wow. | really need to get hold of it.

Rachel: "This changes nothing about you, Thato.
You'll always be a member of this family and believe
me no one has the right to chase you away. This
house belongs to you. Your mother left it to you.”

| don't get it. How come | don't know about all of
this? Rachel could see how puzzled | was.

Rachel: "Didn't you see her will? She left everything
to you.”



Oh, snap. | must have forgotten to read the will.

Thato: "l forgot about that. | took it from her
workplace and thought I'd read it later.”

Rachel: "Do everything in your own time. If you ever
need anything, just know that I'm always available.
Finish school and then you can kick them out.
You're still a minor and they could claim to be your
guardians. I'll try and look out for you the best way |
can. | don't trust my sister. Maria ke moloi (is a
witch).”

She wasn't wrong about that last part.

Thato: "Ma, who is my real mother?”

Rachel: "That | don't know, my baby. Petunia
couldn't have kids of her own and just when she had



accepted her fate, she heard you crying in the bin
and you were badly burnt. She fell in love with you
instantly and adopted you. That's all she knew about
you. All she was told was that your biological
mother was someone from Rockville too, but she
was never traced. | hope you do find her one day so
you could ask her all you need, but in all honesty,

you turned out way better than you could have. All
Petunia was ever guilty of was loving you.”

She was right about that. Mama loved me with
everything in her and | never felt like | wasn't even
hers. This doesn't change how | feel about her at all,
and I'm thankful for the life she gave me. | could
have died or ended up in the system as a foster child.

Rachel: "Never forget to pray, my child. You are
destined for greatness. Petunia did her best to
activate that.”

She hugged me and left. | tossed and turned all



night and could barely sleep. | made sure to lock the
door before sleeping. | don't trust anyone in this
house. | had counted the money in my purse and
indeed | was R5000 short. | know Kagiso would
never admit to taking the money even though |
caught her red handed. | need to save the rest of
this money in my bank account before they steal the
rest of it.

The morning came and | got up early and took a bath
before everyone else. | needed to since everyone
wanted to take a bath. | went to the bedroom again
and decided to read Mama's will before heading out
to the church service.

"This is the last will and testament of Petunia
Gadifele Maake. | leave the property | solely own in
Rockville, Soweto to my only daughter Thato Maake.
| also leave my car, a Mazda 3 to Thato Maake. |
also leave all my policies, pension and life cover
worth R1 million rand to Thato Maake. Thato Maake



is to remain the sole beneficiary of all my assets.”

That was rather short and sweet. | don't know why
Sophie would steal the other copy of the will Mama
had in here when Mama had the original at work. At
least I'm safe and | know that my future will be
sorted with that money. | knelt down and prayed
before exiting the bedroom. | asked God and Mama
for guidance.

| hope she'll be here with me throughout this day. |
just don't see myself going through it all alone. |
walked out and made double sure | took my bag and
money with, along with the will just in case. | also
locked the door and headed out. | found Sophie
outside with a blue eye and bruised cheek, while
Kagiso wore a scarf to hide the finger marks | left on
her throat.

Serves them both right. | got into one of the family
cars with Mamogolo (Aunt) Rachel and we drove off



to church. | couldn't believe my eyes as we entered
the church, it was filled with flower decorations
everywhere and the whole left side was filled with
Nurses, dressed in their beautiful uniform. Tears
steamed down my face as | walked in with
Mamogolo Rachel holding my hand.

| saw Mama's coffin draped in her beautiful blanket
which | bought her yesterday. In black culture we
believe that we have to put a blanket over the
deceased's coffin so that they don't get cold while in
the grave. The Nurses started singing as soon as
they saw me walk in. They sang the famous song
"Yawah le mbewu (The seed has fallen).”

| felt myself cry as | heard that song. A few songs
just have that thing. They always make you cry as
soon as you hear them. Moruti and Mma Moruti
walked out along with the Ushers. They sat in their
seats while Moruti (Pastor) walked up to the podium
and signaled silence to the crowd.



Moruti: “Amen bagaestho (Amen, my congretation).”

Crowd: "Amen.”

Moruti: “Today is a very sad day for all of us, we are
saying our final goodbyes to one of our own, a loving
and well trusted member of this church. Petunia
was one of the most loved women in the
neighbourhood, she was not only a nurse at work,
but she would assist a whole lot of people in the
neighbourhood for free.

Pregnant women, injured people and sickly people
would knock on her door in the middle of the night
and she would always be of assistance. She never
had even the faintest cross on her face, she was
ever smiling and forever laughing.

John 11:25-26 says "Jesus said to her, “| am the



resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

Jesus is telling us that those who believe in Him
shall live and as we all knew and remember Petunia,
she knew the word of God and for that, we shall see
her again one day.

Romans 14:8 says: “If we live, we live for the Lord;
and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live
or die, we belong to the Lord.” We may say that our
beloved Petunia died before her time at the tender
age of 50, but it is better to live for the Lord for when
you die, you shall die an honourable death and be
reunited with your maker.

Thato, my child, | leave you with this Revelation 21:4
"He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will
be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for
the old order of things has passed away.”



God shall wipe away your tears, whenever in doubt,
pray. Whenever you miss your mother, pray and
whenever things don't make sense -PRAY.”

| felt like he was speaking directly at me. Moruti
always has the best verses and most comforting
words. The crowd sang another song again. The
service was short and sweet, with her closest
colleagues and best friend Marcia who made a
speeches. | refused to let Koko or Sophie make a
speech. It's bad enough they have ruined my whole
life.

We proceeded to the burial site to say our final
goodbyes. I'll never forget the painful moment of
seeing her coffin go down into that hole. Mamogolo
Rachel was with me every step of the way, holding
my hand and even giving me juice to calm down.
The nurses ushered us all the way through. Mama
was buried like a true soldier, a warrior of note. Rest
in Peace Petunia Gadifele Maake.



Chapter Seven

Isaiah 41:10 - "Fear not, for | am with you; be not
dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you, |
will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”

Thato

Funerals are just always too much work when you're
the one who's in mourning. After the wedding | had
to greet people and thank them for coming, while
Sophie and Kagiso were busy dishing out drinks like
it was a whole party. There was even a dj hired by
Sophie, | mean really. People have no respect for
the dead whatsoever.

Mama's best friend Marcia told me that all is well
and that if | ever needed her | should contact her.
She lives in Jo'burg though. She also gave me some



money as a form of condolence, about R1000. Black
people always give you the most money during
funerals, | guess it's a thing. She handed it to me in
an envelope and | put it in my bag and thanked her.

Kagiso was having the time of her life, buying
everone alcohol. She should enjoy it while it lasts
because that money she stole from me will be
finished by tomorrow. Koko on the other hand kept
sending my uncles for alcohol abd food. She even
wanted them to drive Mama's car, but | took the keys.
Palesa came to the funeral to support me and all,
along with her mom and creepy dad.

He's creepy because he just always looks at me
funny, in a very uncomfortable way. Palesa herself
hates talking about her dad. She changes the
subject very quickly whenever asked about her dad.
She hates it when he holds her hand. From as long
as I've known Palesa, her dad has always been very
touchy but | guess that's how parents are, but he's



one of the very few people that just make her
uncomfortable for some reason.

| once asked her long ago back in Primary school
what her dad was doing in her room in the middle of
the night while | was sleeping over, but she just said
he used to sleep walk. She dismissed the topic very
quickly and when | told Mama about her dad just
walking into Palesa's room in the middle of the night,
she told me never to sleep over there again. | was
basically banned from sleeping there ever again and
that was it.

They couldn't stay long, although Palesa was
enjoying the after tears with Soks. Kg had his eyes
on me the whole time. I'm tired, and drained and
really all | feel like doing is sleeping. Imagine it's my
mother's funeral and instead of resting comfortably
in the house she left me, here | am trying so hard not
to fall asleep just so that no one breaks down the
house or steals anything.



| was about to take a seat next to Palesa along with
Kg and Soks, when Koko told me that the
neighbourhood ladies who assisted in washing the
dishes and cleaning up were calling me. As soon as
| walked up to one of them, | got a huge shock. All
of them suddenly ran up to me and started making
their demands.

Woman1: "Nna ke nwa (I drink) Brutal Fruit.”

)

Woman2: "Nna ke nwa (I drink) Four cousins, Rose.’

Woman 3: "Nna ke nwa (I drink) Hunters Dry.”

| had never seen anything like that before. A funeral
in the township is always full of ladies and males
who assist in cooking and washing the dishes, but
none of them should actually demand alcohol from
you as thanksgiving. | didn't want to be the talk of



the town, so | grabbed a piece of paper and a pen
from the house and jotted down everything thwy
wanted me to buy. Yes, Koko probably told them
that I'm loaded so | can afford it. | was going to ask
Palesa to ask Soks to accompany me, but Kg was
already waiting for me at the gate.

Kg: "Are ye ke go khape (Let's go, I'll accompany
you).”

| smiled at him briefly as he opened the car door for
me. Everyone was so busy enjoying the after tears,
having fun and even church ladies wer drinking, that
they completely forgot about me and didn't even
notice me getting into Kg's car. The ride was so
peaceful and it felt so good to be away from that
scene at home. | felt a bit relieved, a lot actually.

Kg: "0 jele (Did you eat)?”



| only ate a little bit since everyone demanded my
attention.

Thato: "Yes, only a bit.”

Kg: "You don't have to do this, you know. Buy them
alcohol and all.”

He's right, | don't have to, but to just avoid drama, |
did it anyway. Kg didn't complain about carrying all
that alcohol. | didn't buy ice for them, they can do it
themselves. Intotal | spent about R800 on alcohol
for all those people on my list. My mother would
have a fit seeing me do this, she didn't raise a
weakling, but try standing up to your grandmother ib
front of the whole neighbourhood.

| headed back and gave everyone their drinks. As
tired as | was, | saw a few other ladies who rushed to
me and told me that they also assisted in washing



the dishes last night and yet | didn't buy then
anything. |just gave them each R50 and walked out.
| feel so overwhelmed, none of these people know
how | feel nor do they even bother to know. Instead,
they are demanding money from me like I'm just a
cash cow. | headed straight to Kg who was having a
smoke alongside his car.

Thato: "Please take me away from here.”

He nodded as he opened the car door for me. | got
inside and didn't even care about everyone else. |
saw Kagiso running towards the car, trying to signal
something to me. Kg gave her a nasty look as she
humbled her drunken self before uttering a word.

Kagiso: "Uhm, hi Kg."

He just ignored her.



Kagiso: "Thato, ga o na R100 mowe ke tla gofa
(Don't you have R100 there I'll give you)?”

Kg: "Mxm.”

| didn't even respond. The nerve of this girl. Kg just
stepped on the accelerator and drove off, leaving her
standing there. It's amazing how people choose to
be slaves of alcohol when they can't even afford it.
Kg passed by McDonald's and we headed to his
house. | honestly don't care what people think at
this moment. All | want is to just have a few minutes
away from home, away from all the drama.

Kg opened his gate using his remote. He's one of
the rich kids of the neighbourhood. Of course,
rumour has it that his dad is one of the biggest drug
dealers in Rockville, and that Soks actually works for
him but like | said it's just hearsay. I've never
actually seen it so | can't confirm it.



They live in the biggest mansion in Rockville, but Kg
has his own bachelor pad outside, just next to the
garage. It's sort of a mini mansion if | could say that,
with a chill area at the bottom and his bedroom with
en-suite bathroom on top and a balcony. He even
has a jacuzzi in there. Talk about living life large, no
wonder why everyone wants to be his girlfriend
around here. We walked in and he looked a bit
nervous for some reason. | don't even know why, |
mean this is one of the nicest places I've ever been
to. And believe me, | never visit anyone.

Kg: (nervously) “It's not much, but this is my humble
abode.”

Thato: (chuckling) "Bathong (Goodness), Kg. Why o
kare o tshogile so (do you look so worried)?”

Kg: (scratching head) "Thing is, I've never brought



any girl here. | don't just bring any girl here.”

Thato: (surprised) "Eh (wow), so if you want to, you
know, where do you do it?”

Kg: (laughing) "When | want to 'you know'? Ai, ja neh.
Well, if you must know if | really want to do 'you
know', | take them somewhere else, like at a friend's
place or at one of my dad's guest houses.”

Yep, his dad is one of the richest guys around ekasi
(the township) if | can say so. At least he's starting
to be at ease. | don't get this whole thing of him not
bringing any of the girls he sleeps with to his place. |
mean, isn't it what all guys do? Take girls to their
place when it's time for sex? | wouldn't know since
I've never had a boyfriend and I've never had sex, but
anyway.

Thato: "Hmm, | see.”



Kg: "For a virgin you sure ask a lot of questions
about my private life.”

| felt a bit embarrassed at his statement and | could
feel my cheeks become hot.

Thato: (shyly) "How do you know that?”

Kg: "Know what?”

Thato: "That I'm a virgin.”

Kg: (chuckling) "I just know, for instance, you blush
and your cheeks become red as soon as you hear
the word sex. | bet you even bury your face in your
hands as soon as you see a sex scene on tv.”



| couldn't help but laugh shyly.

Kg: “It's a good thing, though. Not a lot of girls
around here your age are virgins. You shouldn't just
give it to any one.”

| looked down shyly.

Kg: "Anyway, enough about that. Come sit, let's eat
and watch some tv. You really do look like you could
use some shut eye.”

He's absolutely right. | hardly slept at all and | really
am tired. We ate our food and he put on some
Netflix. | couldn't even remember dozing off. That's
how tired | was. | got woken up my his sliding door
being closed as he walked back in.

Kg: “I didn't mean to wake you. Sorry.”



| looked outside and didn't see any brightness and |
started panicking.

Thato: "What time is it?”

Kg: "Ke (It's) 8.”

Yoh, my grandmother is probably going to tell me all
kinds of nonsense not to mention Sophie. What
about Mamogolo (Aunt) Rachel? She'll think I'm a
loose girl who sleeps around while her mother isn't
even cold in the ground as yet.

Thato: (frantic) I have to go. My granny will flip.”

Kg: "Relax, ke jikile ko geno (I passed by your house)
while you were sleeping. The party is still on so no
one will even notice you're not around. They



probably think you're in your bedroom or something.
| asked Palesa to say that you're with her since she
also left.”

| breathed out a sigh of relief. | really don't want any
drama. Not today.

Kg: “l just went to her place to get you something
comfortable to wear. You can change back into your
funeral outfit when you go back home to avoid
suspicion. | promise, I'll take you back before
midnight when the noise dies down so you can have
a peaceful night's sleep at home.”

Kg had a pair of Jeans and a top he got from Palesa.
We're more or less the sane size, I'm slightly bigger
from the waist down. But all in all, we wear the
same size even the same shoe size.

Thato: "Thank you.”



Kg: “Don't mention it. You can go take a shower
upstairs, I'll be here waiting for you when you get
back.”

| smiled as | took the clothes from him. | could really
use a warm shower. | walked into his bedroom and
everything is so neatly packed. There aren't any
loose socks or Tshirts lying around. Everything is
super neat, but he has always been so well kept
together. He has his own tv and laptop up here, and
his sheets smell and feel so good as | touch them.

He even had a fresh and clean towel and some
cosmetics laid out on the bed for me. |took of my
clothes without worry that he would walk in on me. |
walked into his bathroom and everything is literally
spotless. He muet have a helper or something, |
mean there's no way a guy could be this clean. |
stepped into the shower and enjoyed my time. We
don't have a shower at home, but I'll be glad if |



install one, one day.

| must have lost track of time because the water
started getting a but cold while | was in there. Eish, |
shouldn't be getting thid comfortable in someone's
house, more especially a grown 24 year old man's
place. | walked out and dried myself. | was so lost
in the warmth my body was feeling, | didn't even hear
Kg walk in.

Kg: "Are you done-?”

He didn't even finish his sentence as | turned around
and he saw me naked. He froze for a few seconds
and turned around quickly. Wow, what a gentleman.

Kg: (nervously) "Uhm, sorry | was just checking to
see if you're okay. |didn't know you weren't
dressed.”



This is the first time anyone apart from Mama and
Palesa has ever seen me naked.

Thato: "It's okay.”

Kg: "I'll be downstairs if you need me.”

Thato: "Okay.”

He walked back downstairs without turning back to
look at me. | feel so awkward now. Palesa always
says it's no big deal and that men get an instant
erection when they see you naked. She says that if
he doesn't then it meand he's not into you. I'm not
trying to date Kg or anything, but could it mean a
good looking guy like him doesn't seem to find me
attractive or what? Perhaps I'm not hot enough or
something.

Chaper Eight



John 7:38 - "Whoever believes in me, as Scripture
has said, rivers of living water will flow from within
them.”

Thato

| nervously walked back downstairs and found Kg
seated on the couch, with some pizza on the table
and cold drink, and a six pack of his beer.

Kg: (nervously) "I'm sorry for walking in on you like
that. It wasn't my intention.”

Shame, he looks so worried and I'm really curious. |
mean l've never seen a guy naked let alone had a guy
see me naked.

Thato: "It's okay, really.”



He breathed out a silent sigh of relief.

Kg: I got you some pizza. | figured you could use a
decent meal before going home.”

Thato: (smiling) "Thank you.”

We ate in silence and | couldn't contain the question
burning in my mind anymore, | just had to ask.

Thato: "Kg, may | ask you something?”

Kg: "“Sure.”

Thato: "Why didn't you get an erection after seeing
me naked?”



He choked profusely on his beer and | suddenly
regretted asking him that question.

Kg: “l don't get what you mean. | mean, no offense,
do you even know what an erection is?”

Mara (But), Kg. | took Life sciences as a subject
once upon a time.

Thato: (shyly) "Yes, we did it in Life Sciences.”

Kg: (chuckling) "What makes you think | didn't get
one?”

Okay, now | really wish | hadn't asked him that
guestion.

Kg: “TT, men get erections all the time, sometimes



even when we're just thinking about sex. It's not
even something you can control most of the time.”

Thato: "Oh, | see.”

Kg: “Now be honest, why did you really ask me that
question?”

Thato: "Well, it's a bit stupid, but Palesa always says
that if a guy doesn't get an erection if he sees you
naked, then he doesn't like you or find you
attractive.”

Kg: (laughing) "Do you believe that?”

| shrugged my shoulders.

Kg: “Look, TT, you're young and inexperienced, so of



course people will lie to you. Don't believe
everything your friend tells you. She's a bit troubled
that one and a little too experienced for my liking.”

| smiled a bit in relief.

Kg: "Just for the record, | do like and find you very,
very attractive. | even have a boner just by thinking
about you. |just choose not to act on it, because
you're special. Sex is nice when you're both in love
and when you both want to do it.”

| felt myself get a bit flushed as I just indulged in my
pizza and coldrink. After a few movies and episodes
of Netflix shows, it was time for me to go home. |
didn't feel like it, but | had to. | really didn't want
people to start rumours about me. Kg doesn't live
very far from me, literally the next street away. We
decided to walk home after | had changed back into
my funeral outfit. We got to the corner and people
were still having a ball at the after tears. Are these



people for real? Kg could see the disappointment on
my face.

Kg: "We could go back to my place and come back
after they finish up. | really don't mind.”

| feel so bad though. | can't be Misusing Kg like that.
He most probably has his own things to do.

Thato: "Thank you, Kg, | really appreciate it, but |
can't abuse you like that. I'll just take some sleeping
tablets and I'll be out in a few minutes.”

He seemed a bit disappointed by my response, but
understood gladly.

Kg: “If you don't feel like sleeping, we can chat on
WhatsApp or | can call you. Let me know as soon as
you get into your bedroom.”



Thato: (smiling) "Thank you.”

He hugged me while | tiptoed and hugged him back.
| inhaled his masculine scent and | walked away.
Most people were so drunk and didn't even see me
pass by. | saw Mmane (Aunt) Sophie and Kagiso
still drinking with their friends as | made my way to
mama's bedroom. | just don't see myself going back
to my own bedroom from now on. I'd like to
remember Mama just as she was, a happy ans
beautiful soul.

| got in and locked the door immediately, and started
praying.

Thato: "Dear God, thank you so much for giving me
the courage and strength to get through today. |
honestly could not have done it without you. | ask of
you dear God that you may please guide me, protect



me from all evil and danger and carry me throughout
this year. | would love to achieve my dreams just as
Mama would have wanted. You gave me to her for a
reason Lord, you entrusted her with my life and boy,
she did a great job. My heart is aching, oh Lord, but |
know you'll mend it. Just as you said in Psalm 9:9
"The Lord is a refuge for the opressed, a stronghold
in times of trouble.” | put everything in your hands,
Oh Lord. | pray this in Jesus' mighty name. Amen.”

| lay on the bed and | texted Kg telling him I'm back
home. We started chatting away as usual and |
dozed off while we were busy at it. |1 got up at 7am
the following day, as | had the last few errands to run.
| feel so much lighter after praying last night. As |
got out of my bedroom, | made sure to lock it since
Kagiso is a little thief. | headed to the bathroom and
did my business, and once | was done, 8 was met by
Mmane Sophie, who was dressed and ready to go
somewhere. As | was about to walk to my bedroom,
she called me.



Sophie: "Thato, o kae ngwana (how are you, boo)?”

Hehe, just before my mother's burial she called me a
useless orphan and practically cursed me. And now
she's all smiles again. | can't wait to turn 18, finish
school and get rid of them.

Thato: "Ke shap (I'm fine).”

Sophie: (smiling) "Hao, ne ke re ke tsamaye le wena
today ro claimer life cover ya Mmago (Oh, | thought
I'd go with you today to process your mother's life
cover claim.”

She puzzled me and took me by surprise because |
never told her about the life cover. And I'm pretty
sure Mama never told her about it either. Which can
only mean one thing, she stole some of Mama's
papers. | decided to play dumb.



Thato: (puzzled) "What life cover?”

Sophie: (edgy) "Oh, hai, | just assumed that your
mother would have one. | mean all government
employees have one, don't they?”

She's testing me shame, so | acted completely
stupid.

Thato: "Aowa (No), nna akitsi selo (I don't know
anything). But ska wara (don't worry), I'll ask as
soon as | get the chance.”

Sophie: "Okay no problem. Ke go direle (Can | make
you some) breakfast?”

Ai, people and their love for money. Just yesterday
she was all over everyone and buying all her friends
booze. Kgante keng na (What's up with that)?!



Thato: "No thank you, ke shap (I'm okay).”

She was disappointed, very disappointed. | went into
the bedroom and got dressed. Kg greeted me and
asked me if he could accompany me. | like how he
always asks for permission to do something before
he actually does it. Palesa always says Soks is
rough with everything he does. Apparently he
doesn't even ask - he demands. Like whenever he
wants sex from her she isn't even allowed to say no.

| might be inexperienced, but | know abuse when |
see it. She says she likes rough guys so I let her be.
| told Kg that he can meet me outside within five
minutes since I'm done with everything. When | was
about to leave the house, Mmane Sophie was right in
the kitchen. If | didn't know better, I'd say she was
anxiously waiting for me to finish so | could pass
there. | made a mental note to leave via the lounge
door next time.



Sophie: "Eh, Thato. Ne ke re kgopela tshelete ya
borotho (May | please have money for bread)?”

She must be joking. Now that Mama is gone, she
wants to turn me into the new breadwinner? No
ways.

Thato: "Ska wara, Mmane (Don't worry, Aunty). Il
buy the bread on my way back. Le sale pila (Keep
well).”

| left her standing in the middle of the kitchen, but |
could feel her shooting daggers at me. | found Kg
waiting for me at the usual corner. | greeted him and
hugged him as he waited outside the car, having a
smoke as usual. He opened the door for me and |
got in. I quickly said a prayer to help me through the
day and we drove off.



Sophie Maake

Mxm, ngwana o o nagana gore ke mang ena (Who
does this child think she is)?! Petunia did her a huge
favour by raising her and treated her like gold. It's
bad enough Petunia refused to take my daughter to
Model C schools so that our kids could be equal, but
no, now that she has all this money she thinks she's
the next best thing since sliced bread? | might not
have finished school, but it's not my fault | wasn't
gifted like that bitch Petunia. Thato owes me, how
does she expect us to survive when none of us work?
| have to make a plan and fast and | know the only
person who can make it happen. | dialed his number
and he picked up on the first ring as usual.

Romeo: "Ke (It's) Romeo.”

Sophie: "Hao (Gosh), why are you answering the
phone like you don't know it's me? Oh, kea bona (|
see). The wife is there, neh (right)?”



Romeo: "How can | help you?”

Sophie: (chuckling) "l get the message. Listen, |
need you to take care of Thato.”

Romeo: (sigh) "Sophie, do you think | can go around
killing my son's girlfriend? Wa gafa (Are you mad)?
Besides, she's your niece, man.”

Sophie: "No, man. | don't mean it like that. Bona,
she doesn't want to give me money, so | need you to
organize a few of your guys to steal it from her.”

Romeo: "Ai, Sophie. Wa bona flop e thoma ge o
gana go bereka (You see the problem comes when
you don't want to work).”

Sophie: "Hao, Ro, why would | work when | can work



you? You're the biggest drug dealer in Rockville and
the father of my child.”

Romeo: "Wa bona bjanong (You see now)? O tla ka
masepa (You're starting with your shit). A kao botsa
(Didn't | tell you) not to go around telling people that?
| know she's mine and | give you enough money to
support the two of you. O tlo mbora (you're about to
annoy me), Sophie.”

Sophie: "Okay, sorry geh (then). Can you do it or
not?”

Romeo: “I'll get my guys to be on the lookout. But if
ke life cover, e ka se tswe bjanong (She won't get it
now). E tswa (She'll get it) after bo ma 6 months to
a year post death.”

Sophie: "Post death ke dilo mang bjanong (what is
post death now)?”



Romeo: "Yoh, Sophie, nkabe o kene skolo wa se
fetsa nkabe o le number one nou (Had you actually
bothered to finish school, you could have been my
number one now). Instead you're my side chick.
Post death means after death.”

Sophie: "Mxm, se se salang (fact remains) | met you
first and | gave birth to your first born. Ska ntebala,
wena Romeo (Don't act like you don't know me). Ka
kgona go gafa (I can be crazy when | want to be).”

Romeo: "Ah, man, baby ska ba so (don't be like that).
You know | love you net le wena wa phanya (just that
you have a loose mouth).”

Sophie: "Okay, you're forgiven. A o nromele zaka
nyana mowe (Send me some money). I'm low on
cash.”



Romeo: "Ai, Sophie, you're always low on cash.
Sharp, I'll send. Re tla bua later (We'll talk later).”

| hung up and relaxed in my chair. Within minutes he
sent me R2000. That's my man. Thato won't know
what's coming for her. I'll make sure that million
gets taken away from her before she can even
spend it.

Chapter Nine

Exodus 23:7 - "Keep thee far from a false matter;
and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for |
will not justify the wicked.”

A few days later

Thato

It's been a week since Mama passed on. Funny



enough | still feel her presence. It's my birthday
today, Friday 20 March and I'm officially 17. | used
to wake up to Mama's kisses and hugs and beautiful
and memorable gifts, but instead today, | was
awoken by a beautiful dream of her. In the dream
she was fully clothed in white and she was smiling.

She told me she loved me and wished me a happy
birthday.

That is truly enough for me, knowing she's well at
peace and that she is watching over me. I'm quite
happy that Palesa didn't forget my birthday either,
she never forgets. She always wakes me up at
midnight to be the first one to wish me a happy
birthday. This year it's a bit extra special because
even Kg wished me a happy birthday. Yes, we're
officially friends now and we talk a lot and spend
time together - a lot.

He even helps me with my physics work, especially
where | don't understand. Can you believe he



downloaded and printed out previous question
papers for me so that | could be able to catch up
with my school work and prepare for my upcoming
June exams? I'm so glad that | never bump into his
step mom, though. She's a bit of a stepford wife,
along with Palesa's mom. They even have their own
Divas club here in Rockville, The Rockville Divas,
wives and girlfriends of the richest men in Rockville.

His dad has seen me a few times, in fact he was the
one who initiated a meeting between us. Apparently
he wants the best for Kg, but for some reason Kg
doesn't get along quite well with his father. | don't
ask about it, | figured he would tell me when he's
ready. Overall, we have great times together, clean
and innocent fun. | can't believe | never knew how
funny and calm he actually he is. He's actually quite
hot and smells so damn good.

He likes Givenchy perfume and only wears Givency
perfume, apparently he's brand loyal, just as how he



only wears Nike sportswear and wears only Louia
Vuitton, Gucci and Versace. Others he apparently
wears on special occasions. I've learnt so much
about him in just a week. | actually prefer spending
time with him than being here at home. | bought
groceries the other day and they finished it in two
days and never bothered to cook for me.

Imagine, buying groceries and not being allowed to
eat any of it. So, | decided not to buy anymore.
Besides, Kg always ensures | am sorted when it
comes to food. Palesa says Soks keeps saying he's
never seen Kg like this before. And of course he
claims | give him good, raw pussy. Like really? Soks
is quite out of order and I'm honestly glad he isn't my
boyfriend, not that Kg is my boyfriend, but you get
what | mean.

Anyway, Kg sent me a good morning text mixed with
a happy birthday and I'm all over his status updates
on WhatsApp today. | don't know what to make of



that, but he's a really cool guy. He's asked that | get
up a bit early today as he has something special
planned for me. I'm not complaining, I'd do anything
to be away from these people.

| got dressed in my jean and vest and sneakers and
took a jean jacket with in case it gets windy. | don't
even feel like | belong to any family, as | just walked
out while they were all watching tv over a drink of
course. Koko Maria just hides her booze whenever
the pastor visits. Ntate Moruti (Pastor) visits a lot
more often than he's actually supposed to, but
anyway. | found Kg waiting for me at the corner,
dressed so well in his Versace Top and Armanni
Jeans with sneakers too.

He's smoking as usual waiting for me to give him a
tight hug. He needs to stop his smoking, it's a bad
habit for someone who likes to keep fit. As soon as
| walkes up to him he threw his cigarette away. Ever
since | complained about his bad breath whenever



he smokes, he stopped smoking around me. | feel
very bad though, why should he alter his lifestyle for
me? We're not even dating or anything.

Kg: “TT, Happy Birthday, gorgeous.”

| smiled as | hugged him.

Thato: "Thank you.”

Kg: "Are you ready to go?”

Thato: "Yes.”

| got into the car as he opened the door for me as
usual and walked into his side. | looked at him
surprised as he didn't start the car.



Thato: (puzzled) "And then?”

Kg: "Aren't you going to pray for us?”

Thato: (smiling) "Dear Lord, thank you for this
wonderful day. Please let this journey be a great and
safe one. Bless Kgaugelo with eyes and ears so that
he can drive us carefully and bring us back home
safe and sound. Most importantly please let us
enjoy our day. In Jesus' Mighty Name. Amen.”

Kg: “Amen. Now we can go.”

| smiled to myself. | hardly see Kg at church - ever
and | hardly hear him pray. He always waits for me
to pray for us so | wonder what he does whenever
he's alone. We got to Bounce, which is just close to
Menlyn Maine and | was quite surprised to see Soks
and Palesa there. Of course Palesa rushed towards
me and gave me a huge hug.



Palesa: "Happy Birthday, Babe! Oh, | can't wait for
you to see the gift | got you.”

Thato: "Thank you.”

Soks: "Hai, man. A re nweng (let's drink).”

Ai, Soks is forever drinking unlike Kg. | just don't get
him, really. | honestly thought that older guys were a
huge bore until | actually got to know Kag.

Palesa: (frowning) "Ah, baby, kgante ga re bounce
nyana (Aren't we going to bounce a bit, though)?”

Soks: “I'm too old for such.”

Palesa: "Bathong (Goodness) Soks, you're only 27.”



Soks: "Heh, man! A ke nyake (I don't want to).”

| could see the disappointment on Palesa's face
when Soks did that to her. He actually noticed and
for a change he tried to apologize. Yes, tried.

Soks: "Ah, man, bona (look), baby. | didn't mean it
like that. Waitse le wena gore o bjang (You know
what you're like) at times. A re nwe beer nyana
(Let's drink a beer or two) and bond.”

Poor Palesa, she was actually trying to please her
instead of the other way around.

Palesa: "They don't sell alcohol here.”

Soks: "Let's go to Times Square. I'm sure they'll
allow you in. I'll buy you anything you want.”



She faked a smile as they left. | just don't know why
Palesa is doing this to herself, but as she always
says "The heart wants what it wants”. | remember
one day she came to school with a lot of make up,
hiding a very obvious black eye. | asked her what
happened and she said Soks got angry but it was her
fault. I guess | don't know much about love, but
abuse is abuse.

Kg and | decided to do our own thing just as he had
planned. We enjoyed ourselves so much on those
trampolines. | don't even know how Soks got Palesa
in the Casino since she isn't 18 yet, but well | guess
money talks. After our fun time at Bounce, Kg took
me out to the movies to watch Matwetwe. I've
always heard about this movie, but | guess today |
get to see it live for myself.

| enjoyed myself so much and | actually laughed so
hard for the first time in ages. It feels so good to be



carefree and happy for a change. After the movie,
Kg took me out for lunch at Parrots in Menlyn. |
ordered a virgin mojito as | have never even tasted
alcohol in my life. I'm craving some and I'm tempted,
but I'm scared it might turn me into something I'm
not.

Kg: "Well, it's your birthday and you could do
whatever you want. | can see you've been staring at
the alcoholic cocktails menu. Order the Mojito, you
won't be sorry.”

Thato: "I'm scared, what if | turn into someone else?”

Kg: (chuckling) "Relax, it's just one. Besides, I've got

1

you.

| nodded as | changed my order from virgin cocktail
to alcoholic Mojito. | guess tasting it won't do any
harm. Kg settled for his usual beer, but got a draft



this time. | don't even know the difference, but
anyway, | started taking small sips and it tasted
funny, but | loved it.

Kg: "Slow down, before you get drunk and pass out.
Cocktails, well, alcoholic drinks are sipped slowly to
avoid crashing and burning. Take it easy.”

| took his advice and nodded. The food came and |
was really starving come to think of it.

Chapter Ten

James 1:2-3 - "My brethren, count it all joy when you
fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of
your faith produces patience.”

Kgaugelo Moloi

I'm staring at Thato while she's eating and | can't get



enough of how precious she is. Her beauty is more
than just physical. | stopped praying when Mama
died, | stopped believing in miracles when my dad
married that evil woman. She's the reason why my
half brother is the way he is. | stopped having faith
until I met Thato.

| remember the first time | saw her when | came
back from Varsity. She was still young at the time,
but my word, she was radiantly beautiful. | fell in
love with her smile, her natural flawlessness and her
unique innocence. When | told Papa (Dad) about her
after seeing her for the first time, he was happy that
at least | had found a potential future wife, but Sonto,
my stepmother immediately dismissed my feelings.

| mean she didn't even know her, but already she
spoke of how Thato was the dumpster baby that
Ausi Petunia found years ago. That didn't change
anything, and after hearing how her biological
mother burnt her own shack and threw Thato in that



fire. She went back the following day only to find
that Thato miraculously survived and was only burnt
on a part of her back.

She then threw her in a dustbin full of all kinds of
filth. Imagine, a whole baby thrown into a fire and
she didn't even die nor suffer any long term
complications. | knew then that God saved her for
me. | still don't get how Sonto knows the whole
story and detailed even, but since she knows Sophie
from way back, she must have told her about it.
Sonto looks down on other people forgetting that
she comes from a very poor family.

She got lucky by being Papa's side chick. And now,
she's reaping from dirty money. | had everything
well planned, especially since Thato didn't want to
give me a chance when | started asking her out, of
which | understood perfectly. Now with her almost
reaching maturity, | worry about all these wrong guys
who want her. | have an amazing day planned for us



today and | got her a really special gift and | just
hope and pray she accepts it.

Kg: (nervously) "Thato, | bought you a gift.”

Thato: (smiling) "Hmm, what is it? | can't wait to see
it.”

Kg: "You'll have to wait for us to get home. But first,
I'd like to ask you to spend the night with me? |
promise, I'll sleep on the couch and you can sleep on
my bed.”

Thato: (chuckling) "Come on, Kg. | trust you, really.”

| breathed out a sigh in relief. Had she said no, all
my efforts were going to be wasted. I'm glad Soks
took Palesa out because | just want Thato to
remember this special day forever. After our lunch,



we walked around the mall just to get the bit of
alcohol in her system out and we did some window
shopping.

We came across a beautiful jacket at one of the
Boutiques and she stood and stared at it for a while.
She instantly fell in love with it, so | bought it for her.
She was excited and couldn't stop thanking me. |
love seeing her smile so much. We got into ny car
and headed home.

Thato

Kg is such a nice guy. | always see such things in
movies, and | never thought I'd ever be a recipient of
such wonderful gestures. I'm a very sentimental
person, just like Mama was. If you buy me
something, | get attached to it and it holds
sentimental value. So when I lose that item or it
gets broken, my heart really breaks.



We arrived at Kg's place at about 6pm and before we
entered his pad he asked me to wear a blindfold.

Kg: (Holding blindfold) "TT, do you mind wearing
this?”

Thato: (smiling) "Okay, as long as you're not going to
kill me.”

Kg: (chuckling) ”I could never.”

He put the blindfold over my eyes and aided me as
we slowly walked towards his room | presume. |
heard him unlock his door and he let me walk in.

Kg: “I'm about to remove your blindfold, okay? Open
your eyes slowly.”



| opened my eyes slowly, and | just couldn't help but
bawl in tears. There are Gold and White balloons
everywhere and two big numbered ballons with the
number 17 in the centre. There were roses
everywhere, a few scented candles and a picnic
blanket on the carpet in front of the tv, with food and
shacks, champagne and wine on it.

Thato: (teary-eyed) "Kg... This is so beautiful.”

Kg: (smiling) "Do you like it?”

Thato: "Are you kidding me? | absolutely love this.
How did you manage to pull this off?”

Kg: (chuckling) "That's what events companies are
for, love. | have one more surprise for you.”



He ran upstairs and came back with a small box. Oh,
Goodness, | hope he's not proposing or anything.
We're not even a couple yet.

Kg: “TT, | have to be honest with you. I'm not a man
of many words, but | know that I love you. I'd like
you to give me a chance to prove to you how much |
do love you. | want to make sure you keep smiling
for eternity. | hate seeing you sad and I'd like to
grow with you. You're such an amazing, talented
and intelligent being, that | myself made the choice
of dreaming about marrying you. | see you in my
future, TT. Would you please be my girlfriend?”

| stood there in shock, staring at him. Shame, He's
even shaking nervously. Truth is that | didn't think
Kg would actually be into someone like me. | really
like him, so what do | have to lose?

Thato: (smiling) "Yes, I'd love to be youe girl, Kg.”



He smiled so much, he couldn't contain his
happiness. He gave me a hug and this time the hug
felt different, like a hug between lovers. All | had to
do was just agree to his proposal. | officially have a
boyfriend, guys.

Kg: "Oh, before | forget, | had this custom made for
you.”

He handed me the box and | unwrapped it and saw
it's a jewelry box from Poggenpoel Jewelers. Is he
kidding me? Those people are expensive! Kgis only
25 mos? What on earth does he do for a living? |
nervously opened it and saw the most beautiful,
diamond pendant | have ever seen in my life. The
necklace is surrounded by real white diamonds, and
the heart locket is also made of diamonds. | opened
the locket and | just let the tears flow. There are two
pictures, one on the left is a picture of Mama and |
and the one on the right is a picture of Kgand I. |



know he got the picture of him and | from the photos
we took a while ago, but where did he get the one of
Mama and |?

Kg: "You're probably asking yourself where | got the
picture of you and your mom, right?”

| nodded.

Kg: “l got it from your Instagram. | hope you don't
mind. If you don't like it, | can take it back.”

| did the unthinkable, actually the unimaginable. |
planted a kiss on his lios leaving the both of us
stunned.

Thato: "Thank you, Kg. This is the best gift anyone
has ever given me.”



Kg: (smiling) "I'm glad you like it.”

Thato: "But did you have to get real diamonds,
though? | mean we live in Rockville. I'd lose thisin a
day of wearing it.”

Kg: (chuckling) "You can wear it when you're at
school only.”

Thato: ”l love it so much, | don't ever want to take it
off.”

Kg: “Tell you what, you can wear this when you're at
school and whenever you're at home, you can wear a
cheaper one. I'll get you a nice one with fake
diamonds just in case they try to steal it from you.
Okay?”

| nodded and couldn't stop staring at it. He helped



me put it on and it just feels so surreal. | know
Mama would have loved this.

Kg: "Come, a re je, motho wa ka (let's eat, my
woman).”

| smiled and playfully hit his chest. We sat down and
dug into our food. Yoh, we had the most amazing
prawns ever. Kg is indeed one in a million and I'm
glad | met him. | believe everything happens for a
reason and Kg is in my life for a reason and that is to
make me happy and heal my heart.

Chapter Eleven

"The way to be truly happy is to be truly human, and
the way to be truly human is to be truly godly.” —J.I.
Packer

Proverbs 10:28 - The hope of the righteous will be
gladness, but the expectation of the wicked will



perish.

Thato

Our dinner was so awesome, | ate and ate until |
couldn't anymore. | swear this guy is trying to get
me fat, shame. After dinner, | really felt like | could
use a shower. I'm so used to a bath tub at home, so
whenever I'm here, | make up an excuse to shower.
Plus, that cocktail made me so dizzy, he gave me a
whole lot of water and cream soda. Apparently
cream soda makes one sober immediately.

Thato: "Yoh, Kg, ke dumile go hlapa (I feel like taking
a shower).”

Kg: "Okay, go upstairs and shower. ['ll be right here.”

Then | remembered | don't have any clothes or



anything to bathe in.

Thato: "Eish, ga ke na dilo tsa go hlapa le diaparo (|
don't have bathing essentials nor clothes).”

Kg: "Go upstairs and look on the left side of my
closet.”

Kg and his surprises. | did as he told me and | was
stunned. He had a whole closet full of female
clothes. They're all brand new and my size,
surprisingly my style too. A lot of yellow coloured
clothing items. Yellow is my favourite colour. He
has a whole section filled with towels and bathing
essentials. I'm a Nivea girl, and he got me all kinds
of Nivea products and wash clothes and sponges.

| even see a few pairs of shoes, exactly my size.
Wow, this guy. | feel like I'm in a movie, man. Kasi
(Township) guys aren't romantic like this, no man. |



took off my clothes and got into the shower. Oh, |
just love how soothing the water is to my muscles
whenever | shower. Afterwards, | dried myself and
lotioned my body.

| got into one of the few pairs of pajamas he bought
for me and a new pair of slippers. | feel like I'm
dreaming. | headed downstairs and found him
seated in front of the tv with a fleece blanket, having
a beer. He even had an aircon in his pad by the way,
so there's no need for a heater.

Kg: (smiling) "Kgale o hlapa, watermeisie (You took
so long, mermaid girl).”

Thato: (laughing) "Ai, man Kg. Ke rata shower
bathong (I love taking a shower). Akere ko gae a ke
na yona (I don't have one at home).”

Kg: “If you want | can get you one for yourself in your



bedroom.”

Hai I'm not used to such, honestly. Things get done
for him at the click of his fingers. It's odd how I've
been spending so much time with him, yet | don't
know what he does for a living.

Thato: "Kg, le wena o kare o rata go dlala ka tshelete
(You seem like you love playing with money). What
is it that you do exactly?”

Kg: (chuckling) "I don't play with money, | spend it on
valuable people. If you must know, | have a
chemical engineering degree. I'm currently
unemployed because Papa forced me down that
route and well, I'm more into Jewelry design. | love
designing things and I'd like to have my own
company by the age of 30 at least.”

No wonder he is this good at physics.



Thato: "l see. So, where do you get all this money?”

Kg: “l got a bursary to study, even for my masters. |
didn't pay a single dime. My mom came from a
wealthy family, a very wealthy family. She was royal,
so she chose to marry my dad out of love. She left
me money, though, a lot of it. So, | have a lot of
investments and | live off that. Since I'm her only
offspring, | get a monthly allowance from the Royal
Family.”

Wow, so Kg is actually royal? How rich is this dude?
He lives such a normal and plain life, though.

Thato: "Wow, this is interesting. So, I'm chilling with
the next King in line to the throne?”

| was actually joking, until he gave me a shocking
answer.



Kg: "Actually, yes. My grandfather, my mother's
father, is old now and he only had my mom and her
sister. He never had any sons, so automatically the
throne falls onto the first born male of the first
daughter, which was my mom. So, until he steps
down or passes away, God forbid, | get to become
King.”

This is so awkward, though. | don't picture Kg as a
King. | thought Royals marry royals only.

Thato: "So, what happens when you refuse to
become King?”

Kg: "Well, then either my uncles get the throne or my
aunt's crazy son, Tumisho gets it and believe me
when | say, you don't want that to happen.”

| listened to him in silence and tried to absorb the



fact that he might become king one day and most
probably be asked to marry a royal.

Kg: “Silence is golden, love. What's on your mind, TT?
And please don't lie to me.”

Thato: (loud sigh) "Well, isn't it that you're supposed
to marry a royal or they choose a wife for you once
you become King?”

Kg: (laughing) "Hao, love. You're already jealous of
someone that doesn't even exist? You're cute, | like
that.”

| hit him playfully on his chest.

Thato: "I'm serious, Kgaugelo.”



Kg: "Ao? Ke kgaugelo nou (So I'm Kgaugelo now)?
Aowa (No), don't worry, love. We can marry anyone
we want. No one is forced to marry a royal, so don't
worry. | already told my great grandmother about
you and she says the ancestors are pleased. She
can't wait to meet you.”

| felt goosebumps and heart palpitations at the
same time. | don't know if I'm even ready for such
things, really. |think he sensed my insecurity and
changed the subiject.

Kg: "Ke go tshelle juice (Would you like some juice)?”

Thato: “I'd like to have a bit of a taste of your wine. |
used to steal some of Mama's wine and taste it. It
was a bit bitter though and some were too sweet.”

Kg: "hmm, ska mpotsa gore (Don't tell me that)
you're turning into a drunkard.”



Thato: "Not even. I'd just like to taste.”

Kg:"I'll take you wine tasting soon, for now let me
introduce you to a glass of Amarula.”

He got up and went to his mini bar, took out a bottle
of Amarula and poured some for me in a tall glass
with lots of ice. He handed it to me.

Kg: "Just one glass. Ga ke batle o tshwane le Palesa
(I don't want you to be like Palesa), so I'd rather have
you drink when you're with me only.”

Thato: (smiling) "Okay, daddy.”

Kg: "Hmm, one day you'll be calling me that, for
some other reason.”



| don't really know what he means, but he had a
mischievous smile on his face.

Chapter Twelve

Proverbs 6: 16-19 - "There are six things that the
Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him:
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans,
feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness
who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord
among brothers.”

Thato

Three months later

Life has been peaceful, honestly. | spend more time
with Kg than | do at my own house. He helps me



with my school work where | don't understand
something and he even bought me my own table
and chair for when I'd like to do homework. At times,
mostly weekends | sleep over here at his place. |
don't mind what people think about me as he
reassured me that he likes it this way.

Yes, we sleep in the same bed, but we haven't done
the deed yet. I'm surprised he hasn't even tried to
initiate, as ww usually kiss and touch here and there.
We hardly fondle, because wow, | had no idea it felt
so good to be horny. Everyone doesn't believe that
I'm still a virgin and | don't really care to be quite
honest. Palesa also doesn't believe that | haven't
slept with Kg yet. She says it's impossible for a guy
to be all over a girl the way Kg is with me, without
any sex ivolved.

| let her be and allowed her to make her own
assumptions. She also spends a lot of time with
Soks, but she hardly studies. She just managed to



pass her June Exams just. I'm so excited to show
Kg my report. We're at school and it's report day
today. Kg said he would come fetch us since Soks
us busy somewhere with what, | have no idea.

Palesa: "Ah chomi (Oh, friend). Be honest, please.
When do you even find the time to study when you're
always with Kg? Gape nna Soks never lets me rest
yoh. He wants sex day and night bathong. | only
rest when I'm at home and even when he fetches me
from school, he still wants a quickie.”

| don't even get why Palesa subjects herself to such,
but who am 1?

Thato: "Believe it or not, babe. Kg helps me study
and he even lets me stay upstairs while he stays
downstairs to work on his designs. When I'm done
he checks my work and at times he quizzes me just
to help me prepare for tests and exams. At times he
puts on some soft music for me while he sleeps or



he wakes up le nna (with me) and gets busy on his
designs while | study then we go back to sleep.”

| could see the look on her face, almost like she is
yearning for such a relationship.

Palesa: "Wow, chomi (friend). | guess Anastacia
wasn't lying when she said Kg is a real romantic and
soft. She made it seem so wrong, though.”

| looked at her puzzled. Aowa (No), the only
Anastacia | know is the pastor's kid.

Thato: (puzzled) "0 ra Anastacia o mofe (Which
Anastacia are you talking about)?”

Palesa: "The one and only, ngwana moruti (the
pastor's kid).”



But why would Ana be talking about Kg like that?
Were they dating?

Thato: "Ne ba jola (Were they dating)?”

Palesa: "Ah, not really. Kg o mo shapile di 1-0 (Kg
did a hit and run on her). It's no big deal. Anale ena
wa lapisa ag (Ana is also very annoying).”

| felt pretty unsettled right there and then. | know
the past is in the past, but | mean Ana is one of the
hottest girls in Rockville. She is like our Kim
Kardashian, even though they say she had surgery
for her buttocks, boobs and pretty much everything
else. I'm planning on giving Kg my virginity on his
birthdat next week. | don't know why, but | want to. |
wanted it to be a surprise, now how will | do that with
a picture of him and Ana in my head? Kg arrived as
we got into the car and he drove off.



Kg: "Hey, girls.”

Palesa: "Sho (Hi), Kg.”

Kg: "Hao, and then? Palesa, why is my wife so sad?
Keng (What is it)? O faitse (Did you fail)?”

| tried to talk, but as usual Palesa beat me to it.

Palesa: (laughing) "Nonsense. Thato and fail don't
go together - ever. She's just a bit sad because | told
her about you and Anastacia.”

Kg: (frowning) "Ai, Palesa man le wena. What did
you tell her?”

Palesa: "The truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth.”



| could see Kg feeling a bit edgy. I'm just a bit
bummed that Ana of all people will be talking about
my boyfriend's penis size and all that. |1 don't even
know why I'm jealous, | mean | knew he wasn't a
virgin unlike me. Kg tried making conversation along
the way, but | just couldn't help but become mute.

| have a very bad habit of being unable to pretend.
Whenever I'm unhappy about something, it shows
immediately. Kg said we're going to celebrate at his
Chesa Nyama, so he parked his car and Palesa
couldn't wait to go out as she spotted Soks sitting at
one of the tables with some girl. As | was about to
walk out, Kg gently held me.

Kg: "Love, keng (what is it)?”

| feel like I'm being petty, but | can't help it.



Thato: "Eish, Kg. Askies (I'm sorry), | didn't mean to
be sour or anything the whole way here. Just that
when Palesa mentioned you and Anastacia had a
thing, | couldn't help but feel jealous. | mean, she's
the hottest girl in Rockville and now that you slept
with her, how will | even have sex with you? You
most probably won't even like the way | look. | was
planning on giving myself to you on your birthday -"

| didn't even realize | had spilled the beans until he
interrupted me.

Kg: (surprised) "Ema pele (Wait a minute). Thato, o
reng na (what are you saying)? Are you telling me
you're planning on giving your virginity to me?”

Shit, I'm so bad at surprises, especially when I'm
pissed. | nodded slowly.

Kg: (chuckling) "But, baby, you honestly don't have to.



I'm willing to wait for you.”

Thato: (deep sigh) "I want to, Kg. It's not because of
pressure or anything, but | want to. The timing feels
okay and | just want to.”

Kg: (chuckling) "Jah, ne. So Palesa made you spill
the beans just like that all because of Ana? Ai, TT. If
you must know, | actually never slept with her.”.

| raised my eyebrows in shock.

Kg: "Yes, she kept coming onto me and really
wanted me to sleep with her, but | just couldn't.
She's one of the hottest girls around yes, but she's
not natural. All that 'hotness' you see is man made.
She had alterations and she's slept with pretty much
everyone around Rockville, even some people's
fathers. That night Palesa told you about, Ana
actually slept with Soks, but because Palesa arrived,



| had to pretend | slept with her. She doesn't take
rejection well, so she lied to everyone that | slept
with her, but my performance is weak and that | have
a small dick. But since you've seen me a few times
in my briefs, you can be the judge of that.”

Kg suddenly made me smile. | hope he isn't lying
just to appease my soul.

Thato: "So she never even saw you naked?”

Kg: “Not even close.”

Thato: (smiling) "I'm sorry for overreacting.”

Kg: “It's okay, now show daddy your report.”

| smiled while blushing. He has a tendency of calling



himself daddy, ai Kg. | showed him my report and |
couldn't help but smile with pride. | got an average
of 95%.

Kg: (smiling) "Now that's my girl! This calls for a
celebration, akere (right)?”

Thato: (smiling) "Yes.”

Kg: “I'm so proud of you, baby. You're going places.”

He smiled as he gave me a passionate kiss. A few
months ago, | had no idea how to kiss someone with
my tongue in their mouth, and thanks to Kg and his
perfect skills, I'm brilliant at it now. We walked out
of the car as we headed to the table, where Soks and
Palesa were. Soks was trying to calm Palesa down
as she almost landed a champagne bottle at the girl
Soks was flirting with. this guy lacks serious respect
for his girlfriend.



Soks: "Baby, le wena man you need to calm down.
You can't fight every girl you see flirting with me.”

He always has a tendency of shifting the blame,
honestly.

Thato: "Hi, Soks.”

Soks: "Sho, speke sa Kg (Kg's meat).”

Kg: "0 tlo ntena, Soks (Don't annoy me). | keep
telling you not to talk to her like that.”

Soks: "Ka dlala (I'm kidding), man le wena. You're so
sensitive. Sho, TT. O phasitse (Did you pass)?”

Thato: "Yes.”



Soks: "Ke sure o shapile di distinction (I'm sure you
got distinctions). At least o phadile (you did better
than) Palesa. Selo se sa ka se ithatela lerete shame
(This thing of mine loves herself some good dick).”

| really hate the way Soks speaks about women,
especially Palesa, more especially in front of people.
But she just takes it lying down, which just isn't right
at all.

Thato: "Really, Soks?”

Soks: "Ag, man. Palesa o di tlwaetse (is used to
this). It's how we talk. Or bjang (Isn't it), Pali, Pali?”

Palesa: (softly) "Yes. We do that all the time. He's
just joking.”



| could see deep down she wanted to cry, but | let
her be. I'm not about to embarrass her infront of
these two guys. While we waited for our meat to
come, Lo and behold Anastacia made an
appearance. She was dressed in a very tight red
jumpsuit, which exposed her very large bums, curves
and breasts. The closer she walked towards us, the
more | noticed that she is indeed fake. From what |
remember she was dark while growing up, but as
soon as she hit puberty, she became lighter and
lighter.

Anastacia: "Well, well, well. If it isn't the annoying
and not so good looking Soks, with his lame friend
Kg with a poor sex game.”

| thought Kg would get annoyed as usual, but instead
he was calm as fuck.

Soks: "Mxm, ah, Voetsek (Piss off), Sfebe ke wena
(You whore)!”



| trust Soks to become agitated real quickly.

Anastacia: "Some things never change. O kae (How
are you), Kg? Is your dick still imp? | see you're
running a creche now.”

She said that to me as she gave me a filthy,
displeasing look.

Kg: "Ja, Ana. Waitse (You know), for someone who
keeps calling my dick limp, you sure have stalker
tendencies.”

Anastacia: "Oh, please. Don't flatter yourself. Why
would I, Anastacia, run after someone like you?”

Kg: "Well, because for one, | rejected you. We both
know who fucked you that night, in the ass to be



exact. Two, you are stalking me, you even created a
fake profile just to check up on mg movements on
Instagram And Three, I'm not running a day care, I'm
celebrating my future wife's exam results. She got
all A's for all her subjects, something you wouldn't
know about since your Bible loving mother paid
people to write your exams for you. Now, unless you
came here to order, | suggest you make your way out
because as you can see the sign says 'Right of
Admission Reserved'. Something I'm not quite sure
you know what it means.”

Ouch, that was a mouthful. | felt my mouth hanging
and Ana was about to cry.

Anastacia: (angry) "Mxm, you think you can talk to
me like that now that you're fucking this orphan-"

Ana didn't seem to want to let go, but Kg put her in
her place really quickly.



Kg: "Sesi weh (Dear sis), an orphan is much better
than botox and fake boobs and ass. Now, if you'll
excuse me, | have a celebration to feast on.”

Anastacia stood there with all eyes on her. The
disbelief and disappointment on her face spoke
volumes. | honestly don't get why she had to do that
though. She clicked her tongue and left. Yoh,
remind me not to get on Kg's bad side. This guy can
really shoot insults at a person.

Chapter Thirteen

Ecclesiastes 2:26 - “To the person who pleases Him,
God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to
the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing
up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases
God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the
wind.”



Thato

It's been quite a ride ever since we sa Anastacia that
day at the Chesa Nyama. Kg makes it a habit to go
to church with me every now and then, and it angers
a lot of girls apparently. One of Anastacia's friends
even asked what's so special about me, while
another said my pussy is still new. | don't even pay
attention because they whisper and gossip, they!ll
never have the courage to tell it to my face. | just
love spending time with my Kg.

It's still June holidaus and I'm too excited for words.
Today is the 25th of June, Kg's birthday and | hope
for once | can surprise him for a change. | slept at
his place last night and | had planned to get up
before him, but once again he beat me to it. | woke
up and found him out of bed. | brushed my teeth
and headed downstairs, and decided to watch some
tv.



| guess Kg must be in the house or something. As |
was scrolling through the channels, and basking in
the warmth of the aircon, his sliding door slid open
without warning. | got the shock of my life to see his
stepmother, Sonto standing before me. She gave
me a filthy look, you know, that from head to toe
look with a nasty frown.

Sonto:; "Hmm. Hello.”

Thato: (shaky) “Dumelang, Mme Sonto (Hello, Mam'
Sonto).”

Sonto: "Di thaka tsa gao a di ya tshwanna go ba ko
gae (Aren't girls your age supposed to be at their
own homes)? Oh, | forgot, kana wena o tshuwana ya
Modimo (you're an orphan).”

| don't get how people who don't know you always
feel the need to be so mean and condescending. |



felt so weak, there's just something about this
woman. There's an aura about her that's just not
right. 1 don't know her and Kg doesn't like her either,
but what she said to me hurt me badly. | could feel
my tears building up and | wanted to cry. Luckily, Kg
came just in time.

Kg: (annoyed) "Sonto.”

Sonto: (startled) "Oh, Kgaugelo, my boy. Wa tla wa
ntshosa (You startled me).”

Kg: "0 nyaka eng mo roomong yaka (What do you
want in my room)?”

Sono: (edgy) "Oh, hai. Ne ke re ke tlo dumedisa
makoti wa bona (I thought I'd come and greet my
daughter-in-law).”



Kg: "Ga se nna (I'm not) Tumisho, and the last time |
checked | was not your son. Next time if you feel the
need to barge into my room again without even
asking or knocking, you'll regret it.”

Sonto: "Hai, Kgaugelo, ska bua le nna bjalo (don't
talk to me like that). | was just trying to be nice.”

Kg: "Go be nice to your little friends o tlogele go
ntena (and stop annoying me). Now move!”

Seems like Sonto is really afraid of Kg because she
didn't even try to reprimand him like a parent. |
guess his hatred for her is real. Sonto hurried away,
got into her car and drove off. Kg walked in and shut
the door behind him, as he dropped the plastic bags
he had in his hands and walked up to me. He knelt
before me and held my hands.

Kg: "Love, o shap (are you okay)? Did she upset you?



What did she say?”

| could she his face harden immediately as he
awaited my response. |really don't want to cause
any drama.

Thato: (teary) "Nothing, Kg. She just said the usual
things everyone says to me. It's okay, really.”

Kg: (angry) "No, it's not okay. No one has the right to
upset my girl like that, especially in my own house.
I'll deal with her.”

Thato: "Please let it go, babe. It's your birthday,
remember?”

Kg: (smiling) ”I get a birthday every year. Besides, as
long as you're next to me, I'm happy. | don't need
anything else.”



Thato: (smiling) “I wanted to make you a nice meal
today, but you got up before me.”

Kg: “I quickly had to go out and buy a few groceries.
| forgot to top up my list. | didn't even lock the door
this time, askies (I'm sorry). Sonto knows she's not
allowed in here, but don't worry, I'll sort her out.”

| wish he'd just leave it. The last thing | want is to be
accused of splitting his family apart.

Kg: "Oh, by the way, Papa wants to meet you. |told
him | have to ask you first if you're okay with that.”

Yoh, so now I'm meeting the family? | guess Sonto
will be there too, right?

Thato: (nervously) "Uhm... | don't know, Kg.”



Kg: "He's been begging to meet you. He says he's
tired of me sneaking around so he must know who
I'm dating, wa bona (you see)?”

| kept quiet and fiddled with my hands, until he lifted
my chin.

Kg: “I'll be right there with you and we won't stay long,
| promise. Plus, | have a very nice weekend planned
for us. So, what do you say?”

| guess it can't do any harm, since he practically
introduced himself to Koko and Sophie. He told
them straight that he is my boyfriend and that if they
don't see me at home, they must know that I'm with
him. He didn't want them to start rumours about me
and he also didn't want them to be too comfortable
in my house. Surprisingly, Koko and Sophie were
both happy about this if | could say so.



| know those two, they have hidden agendas and
most probably didn't have a problem because Kg
comes from a rich family. But Kg just let the world
know that he's my boyfriend. He even attends my
parent evenings, drops me off and fetches me from
school. He even pays for my school fees, as he says
he doesn't want me to spend the money Mama left
for me. He even gives me lunch money, | mean wow.
Within a week of dating, he updated his Facebook
status to In a Relationship with Thato Maake.

I've never been in one before, so it's all quite new to
me. He posts pictures of us everywhere, including
Instagram. Even his WhatsApp Display Picture is a
picture of the two of us. Ofcourse a lot of people
weren't happy about it and those who had negative
comments, he blocked them right away.

| asked him why he even did that because those
were some of his close friends and family. He said



to me that if they could say something bad about me,
then it means that they're not worth keeping in his
life. I'm so honoured to be his girlfriend, honestly.
The level of respect this guy has for me is just too
amazing for words.

Thato: "Okay, I'd love to have dinner with your
parents.”

Kg: (smiling) "Good. Let me make my gorgeous
woman some breakfast.”

| smiled while masking the pain inside of me.
Everyone who tries to insult me doesn't bother me at
all, but Sonto, my goodness she's just something
else. She really means what she says and she says
it with pure hatred. Kg made us a really nice
breakfast and we enjoyed it in front of the tv. All the
while | mentally prepared myself for the Brunch with
his dad and Sonto, since we're apparently going
away later on. He doesn't want to tell me where



we're actually going, so it's a surprise | guess. | shall
wait and see what today has in store for me.

Sonto Moloi

I've been hearing rumours about Kgaugelo and that
useless tramp Thato. Even the Diva's Club has
turned me into a joke, stating that I'm going to get a
daughter-in-law soon. He's posting that girl
everywhere, and he even spends all his time with her.
Sure, | wasn't very nice to Kgaugelo when his dad
and | got married, but | have grown to love him as my
own son. | only want the best for him and he cannot
ruin our family name by dating Thato. We Moloi's
strive for class and she is not it. | decided to head
out and go see Sophie. If there's anyone who can
put a stop to this madness, it's her. | knocked on her
door and as usual, her filthy self appeared. |
honestly don't know what Romeo saw in her back in
the day. It's not even midday yet and already she
reeks of alcohol.



Sophie: (burping) "Heh banna (My goodess)!
(Clapping hands) Ka jeno Jesu wa theoga (Jesus is
coming down today)! Wena (You), Sonto Moloi wa
nketela (have come to visit me)?! Hehe!”

Sonto: (annoyed) "Mxm, Sophie, I'm here on serious
business.”

Sophie: "Sonto, tlogela go rata sekgoa (Stop
speaking English), we both know gore o tswa
Diepkloof, man.”

Sonto: (rolling eyes) "Sophie weh! What's this of
Kgaugelo and Thato dating? Kgante o bjang wena
heh (What kind of a person are you)?! We had an
agreement.”

Sophie: "Aowa (No), we had an agreement that I'd
keep your dirty little secret. You see, you should've



let me help you abort her when you had the chance.”

Sonto: "This is serioys, Sophie. Get her out of
Kgaugelo's life, | mean it.”

Sophie: "Ai, Sonto. Ga o tlo ntlela ka di threats (Don't
come here with threats), you have a lot more to lose
than | do. Anyway, I'm working on a plan, but it's
going to take a few months. | plan on getting her
kidnapped and having her surrender her money to
the kidnappers - the whole R1 million.”

Sonto: (unimpressed) "Waitse o setlaela (You're so
stupid, you know), Sophie. How is that going to get
Kgaugelo to leave her? He has money that boy,
more money than you and I.”

Sophie: "Hmm. Maybe we can ask him for
randsom.”



Sonto: "Mxm, you're such a time waster. I'll figure it
out myself.”

| was about to walk out until she stopped me.

Sophie: "Ao shiye two klipa nyana mowe (Leave me
with R200). Ke chaile (I'm broke).”

Sonto: "Ag, man Sophie. You're always broke.”

Sophie: "0 be (You need to be) careful what you say
to me. | made you and | can easily break you.”

| clicked my tongue and left the R200 note on the
table and walked out.

Chapter Fourteen

Matthew 10:26-28 - “So have no fear of them, for



nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or
hidden that will not be known. What | tell you in the
dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,
proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear
him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Thato

Kg and | packed our bags for the coming trip. We're
leaving as soon as our brunch is done and we'll be
back Tuesday morning. Since it's Friday today and
still holidays, we're going to enjoy ourselves for a
few days. | don't get why he said | must pack in
swimwear since it's still winter, but | did as
instructed.

Kg is just so chilled, you'd swear it isn't his birthday.
Instead of me doing things for him, He's the one
doing things for me. | decided to get used to it. |
didn't even know what to wear, so | settled for a pair



of jeans, boots and a top with a poncho. I'm nervous
as hell, but | decided to say a little prayer while | was
waiting for Kg downstairs.

Kg: "Love, o (are you) ready?”

Thato: ”l think so.”

Kg: “Don't worry, you'll be fine.”

He held my hand as we walked out and headed into
the house. The closer we stepped into the house,
the more anxious | felt. It's my first time setting foot
into this house. It's even more beautiful on the
inside than it is on the outside. The whole house is
covered in marble from the entrance to the walls.
The furniture, my goodness.

Sonto might be a mean witch, but she sure has class.



We came across Tumisho, sitting on the couch, with
his earphones on and glued on his phone. I've seen
him once or twice. He really is a spoiled brat. He
gets everything he wants but Kg makes him work for
his money if he wants some from him.

Kg: (shouting) "Eh, Tumisho. You remember Thato,
right?”

He removed his earphones since Kg shouted loud
enough for him to hear.

Tumisho: "Oh, yeah. Sup?”

Ai, ma 2000.

Thato: "Hey."



Kg: "0 kae Papa (Where's dad)?”

As Tumisho was about to respond, his dad appeared
from the kitchen.

Romeo: “I'm right here.”

He looks fairly old, probably in his fifties, but still
wears skinny jeans and Versace. He likes jewelry
from what | gathered, as he was draped in chains
and diamond rings on almost every finger. He might
be rich, but he lacks class. He is something in
between a twenty year old and a fourty year old. It
must be a mid-life crisis. He even has a bit of a belly
and a lot of girls have said that he likes dating young
girls.

Romeo: (smiling) "Mfanaka (My boy). Wa re tlisetsa
le pyatla (You have brought us a real gem). She's
really beautiful, a true yellow bone.”



Kg gave him a warning look. He was very
unimpressed with his father's words.

Romeo: "Ah, chill out le wena. Hi, Thato, I'm Romeo,
the man of the house.”

Thato: (shyly) "Pleased to meet you, Ntate (Mr)
Moloi.”

Romeo: "Please, call me Romeo or Papa.”

| just nodded.

Romeo: “"Let's go to the dining room. Tumi, a re ye
(let's go).”

| was under the impression it would be brunch



between Kg, his dad and |, but | guess it's a family
thing.

Kg: "0 kae (Where is) Sonto?”

Romeo: "She's upstairs changing into a new outfit.
She says she wants to look good for Makoti wa rena
(our daughter-in-law).”

In my mind | was thinking she's pretty pretentious if
you ask me.

Romeo: "Le gona (Also), when are you going to call
her Ma, Kgaugelo? | mean ke kgale (it's been too
long).”

| felt Kg tense up.



Kg: “I'm not having that discussion with you.”

Tumisho had his earphones on without a care in the
world.

Romeo: "Askies (Sorry), son. | didn't mean to upset

n

you.

Sonto walked in looking pretty dramatic. She's a tall
woman, but small built much like me. She had no fat
in sight and no wrinkle. She wears too much make
up, and has very long nails. | don't know how she
does any house work, that's if she does any at all.
She was dressed in ridiculously high heels, a
colourful doek and a very long, flowey Gucci dress.

Sonto: (smiling) "I hope you didn't start without me,
now did you?”



Romeo: (smiling) "Nonsense. Why would he even?”

She stopped as she saw me and opened up her
arms. Gosh, | really hate pretending.

Sonto: (open arms) “Thato, so nice to finally have
you in my humble abode. Come give Mama a hug.”

Kg gave her a look and | paused to look at him, as to
check if it's okay with him.

Sonto: "Hao, Kgaugelo. | won't steal her, bathong
(gosh).”

Kg: “It's okay, love. You can.”

| nervously got up and hugged her. It felt so unreal,
so faked even. She walked towards her seat next to



Romeo, But then | saw something that caught my
eye. She has a small birthmark behind her right arm.
| also have one just like that. | saw it briefly, but it
could just be my imagination.

Sonto: “So, shall we pray?”

Hehe, now I've seen it all. A diva praying before a
meal? Ja neh.

Kg prayed for us but | felt like Sonto's eyes were
glazing on me. | just had to open my eyes while he
was praying and | saw it. The evil, bloodshot look in
her eyes, she was staring at me with pure hatred
while Kg was praying. She didn't even look
elsewhere when she saw me looking at her. | know
my God, | fear no one but Him. | don't get why this
lady hates me, but I'm not about to bow down to her.
She's not my master and I'm no slave. Kg said amen
and Sonto immediately changed back to her fake
persona, and was nice again all of a sudden.



Sonto: "So, Thato, | hear you're in Matric. Which
subjects do you do?”

Thato: “I do physics, Maths, Geography and
Accounting.”

Sonto was a bit shocked, but she probably thought |
was sucking it right out of my thumb until Romeo
confirmed it.

Sonto: "Hmm, | see. With a friend like Palesa, you
sure can't be that bright.”

Ja neh, so condescending.

Romeo: "Eng (What)? You don't know what you're
talking about. | actually saw her June Exam report.
She got an average of 95% for her subjects. | mean



who gets 98% for pure Maths?”

Sonto: "Well, I'm sure they make it a lot easier
nowadays.”

Romeo wasn't about to let her diss his son's
girlfriend.

Romeo: "Aowa (No), Sonto. O kare wena self o
palletswe ke Grade 11 three times wa be wa tlogela
wa bolela so (How can you say that when You
yourself failed Grade 11 three times and you ended
up dropping out)? Aowa (No), let's not be jealous.
Let's give credit where credit is due.”

| had to laugh internally, while Kg couldn't contain
himself. He burst out in laughter which led Sonto in
an embarrassed state. She looked down and kept
quiet from there onwards. Our lunch was
surprisingly enjoyable with Sonto mute.



Romeo: “So, Thato, | hear you were adopted by your
late mother. Have you perhaps tried to find out who
your real mother is?”

Thato: "Not really, Ntate (sir). Apparently Mama left
me a letter before she passed on, but | can't seem to
find it. Hopefully, I'll find it very soon. Maybe that
will tell me what's the deal.”

Sonto immediately raised her eyebrows and widened
her eyes as soon as | said that.

Sonto: (frantic) "Excuse me, | need to make a phone
call.”

We let her be and carried on with our conversation.

Romeo: "Well, | do hope you find the letter.”



| put my elbow on the table to remove the hair from
my face. That's the thing with having curly hair. It
will always disturb you unless you clip it.

Romeo: "You know, my wife has the exact same
birth mark on the very same spot. Le di bitsa eng
kana, mfanaka (What do you call them again, my
boy)? Di beauty what what?”

Kg: (sigh) "Beauty spot.”

Romeo: "Tsona tseo (Yes, that). Small world, man.”

| didn't take much note of what he said. Everyone
has birthmarks, some don't. We spoke about a lot of
things and | finally got to see why Kg and his dad
don't get along much. He wants Kg to join the family
business, which is the drug business, but Kg isn't
interested. Romeo calls Kg's art work a useless



dream, and that really hurts him. He really would like
to get his Father's approval.

Overall, we had a great lunch and we even forgot
that Sonto wasn't even around for a while. She
came back to the table while we were about to eat
dessert. They have a nice life and everything gets
done for them. They have a helper who cooks and
cleans this mansion, so basically Sonto just spends
Romeo's money.

We said our goodbyes and Romeo even offered to
pay me R1000 per Lesson to Tutor Tumisho for
Maths and Science. How could | say no anr Kg even
agreed. It would be nice money for next year. |
know he's always there and all, but | have to e
independent as well. We finally got into Kg's car and
drove off.

Thato: "So, where to, daddy?”



He goes crazy when | call him that. | don't even
know why. Talk about weird.

Kg: "We're driving to Durban, baby."

| smiled as he said that. | haven't been to Durban, so
this ought to be nice. It's a good thing | prayed for
us before we left. We took a lot of pictures in the
car and on the road as well. Kg is a fast, but careful
driver. It took us close to three hours to get to
Durban. | asked him why he didn't just book a flight
for us but he said that the best memories are made
on the road, not on planes. | can't wait to see the
beach for the very first time.

Sonto Moloi

I'm so frustrated, man fuck. How could | be so
sloppy? As soon as she mentioned a letter, |



immediately recalled Sophie never gave me any
letter written by Petunia. | need that letter, who
knows what Petunia wrote in there? | decided to call
the witch.

Sophie: "Ke (It's) Sophienaiza.”

Sonto: (rolling her eyes) "Hey wena, ghetto queen!
Where's the letter Petunia wrote?”

Sophie: "Letter? What letter?”

Sonto: "0 ska ntena (Don't annoy me), Sophie. You
know what I'm talking about.”

Sophie: "Oh, that letter. Le wena o be specific (You
should be more specific).”



Sonto: "Wow, Sophie. Such a big word. when did
you have time to even learn the meaning?”

Sophie: "Keep playing like that and o tla se bo kereye
borifi nyana ba gao (and you won't get your little
letter).”

Sonto: (sigh) "How much?”

Sophie: "Now you're talking. Mfe ten block (Give me
ten thousand rand). Ke nyaka diaparo tse di mphya
(I need new clothes).”

Sonto: "Eng (What)?! Wa gafa (You're crazy)!”

Sophie: "Okay then. Bye.”

Sonto: "Okay! Ke tla gofa (I'll give you).”



Sophie: "You know my banking details. Ska nshapa
ka nako (Don't waste my time).”

She hung up while | sighed in frustration. | don't
know why | just never killed her, bloody bitch.

Chapter Fifteen

Micah 7:5 - "Put no trust in a neighbor; have no
confidence in a friend; guard the doors of your
mouth from her who lies in your arms.”

Thato

We arrived at Durban and checked in at the Southern
Sun Elangeni and Maharani Hotel. My word, the
beauty of this place is just magnificent. I'min
absolute awe. The view from the balcony of our
room is just amazing and the cleanliness of the



rooms, the ambience and the pools are so amazing.
The rooftop is the best view for me. | feel so bad
that Kg had to drive us all the way from Soweto to
Durban, but he doesn't mind at all. | thought he'd be
tired, but | thought wrong. Kg hugged me from
behind as | inhaled his expensive cologne.

Kg: “So, do you like it?”

Thato: "Baby, | love it. You shouldn't have, though.
It's your birthday - not mine.”

Kg: ”I told you, this year's birthday is the best
because | get to spend it with you.”

Kg is really the sweetest. He turned me around and
gave me a passionate kiss. My lips and tongue
responded, yes, it's about damn time our tongue got
to do the Passo Doble together. Oh, Kg's tongue can
do magic in a girl's mouth. | can only imagine what



his tongue is like down there. Palesa always tells
me that sex is nice, but when you get muffed it's
even nicer. | don't know these things so | decided to
watch some porn the other day.

| saw some hectic stuff and others | doubt I'd even
try, but all those girls look like they really enjoy
having a man's tongue down there. Kg kissed me,
then he pulled out of the kiss and gently sucked on
my neck. |just couldn't help but moan. I didn't even
know | could moan. The closest I've ever been to
moaning was whenever he'd fondle my breasts and
I'd breathe heavily, involuntarily of course.

Thato: (moaning) "Aaah, daddy.”

It seems like | just got him even more aroused as |
called him that. He grabbed my breasts from
underneath my shirt and | went wild. | never really
touch him down there, but today, I'd like to feel his
thing. My hand made its way down to his crotch as |



gently rubbed his cock.

Kg: (moaning) “Oh, shit, TT.”

Hearing him curse and moan and breathe heavily in
my ear, his warm breath slowly heating my neck, just
gave me goosebumps. | felt so weird there, pretty
wet. Palesa always says that when you get horny,
you will feel very wet down there, almost like your
discharge is a bit much. It felt so weird, but so good
at the same time.

My clitoris was twitching, making me want more of
what he was doing. He took off my poncho and then
my top, until | was left in my bra. |took off his shirt, |
didn't even know | could have such courage. I'm
sober on top of it all. He took off my jean until | was
half naked, only dressed in my underwear.

He didn't even give me a chance to remove his jeans.



This is it, | thought to myself. I'm about to lose my
virginity. Kg's eyes were so small, smaller than
usual. | guess this is his horny look. He gave me a
naughty smile and planted his mouth on mine as our
lips danced together once again.

Our tongues were making love to each other, with
our saliva exchanging dna, making his tongue an
official resident of my mouth. He touched me all
over, gently rubbing his fingers over my lace bra,
sending tingly signals to my nipples. His hand went
down to my pussy, and | just couldn't hold it in
anymore.

Thato: "Aaah, Kg. Please, daddy...”

Kg didn't respond. Instead, he gently removed my
bra and sucked on my breasts as he gently rubbed
them. His one hand went down to my pussy, and his
hand finally entered my underwear. | can't believe
this is happening. | spread my legs a bit wider, and



he gently flicked his finger on my clit. Oh, shit. I've
never had such an amazing feeling in my life before.
| felt myself twitch and move involuntarily. | felt a
hot wave overcome me. | can't even explain it.

Thato: "Shit, Kg. O nketsang (What are you doing to
me)?”

Kg: (smiling) "The best is yet to come, my baby.”

He traveled down my abdomen, planting wet kisses
and wet trails with his tongue as he made his way to
my pussy. He removed my panty, finally. He kissed
my lower abdomen gently and then stared at my
coochie and smiled. Gosh, does he really have to?

Thato: (embarrassed) "Kg, man.”

Kg: (chuckling) "Damn, baby. You have such a



beautiful pussy. | can't wait to devour it.”

| smiled as | covered my face. The next thing | knew,
| felt Kg's warm tongue on my clit. Flip, Palesa
wasn't kidding at all. Shit, this feels amazing. He
pressed his tongue on my clit, then licked it in a
faster motion, then pressed his tongue on my clit
again and repeated the cycle. | felt so hot, like | was
about to explode.

Thato: "Aaah, daddy, shit!”

Kg: (softly) "Don't come yet, love.”

What the hell does he mean by that? I'm so ready to
come and | don't even know what it feels like. | think
I'm close. Kg moved his tongue from my clit and
went into the entrance of my pussy. He spread my
legs so far apart, that both of them were on either
side of my shoulders. He licked my pussy and



sucked it, | don't even know how to explain. He
occasionally rubbed my clit with his finger as his
tongue was playing down there. | felt the hot wave
of heat come over me once again. The faster he
went, the faster | breathed. The next thing | knew |
was shaking and felt so hot all over my body. | felt
some fluid gush out of me down there as Kg licked it
from my pussy. Really, Kg?

He kissed my thighs and came up to me. He gently
kissed me and | could taste myself in his mouth. It
feels so good, but I'm so embarrassed. Sex is a bit
disgusting, but if it feels anywhere close to what |
just felt, then | want it.

Kg: (smiling) "Congratulations, baby. You've just had
your first orgasm.”

Thato: (shyly) "Eish, Kg. You're making me so shy

n

NOW.



Kg: “No need to be shy. You look so good naked.”

| smiled as he stared at me.

Kg: “l love you, Thato Maake.”

Wow, this is actually the first time he has ever said
those three powerful words to me.

Thato: (smiling) "I love you too, Kgaugelo Moloi.”

He kissed my forehead and got off me. Hao, |
thought we were going to get it on.

Thato: (surprised) "And then?”



Kg: "Hao? You didn't think I'd want your first time to
be more special than this? Come on, baby. There's
no rush. The best is yet to come, | promise.”

| got up from the bed, sulking. | attempted to put my
clothes back on, but he held me.

Kg: "You don't have to hide that beauty from me.
Come, I'd like to show you a beautiful level of
intimacy without physical sex. Let's go take a
shower together.”

| slowly walked with hon towards the hotel bathroom.
He took off his jeans and briefs and | couldn't help
but let my mouth hang open. I've never seen a penis
up front like this, let alone a penis this big. | found
myself staring at it in shock.

Kg: (chuckling) "It's rude to stare, you know.”



Thato: (shyly) “I'm sorry.”

Kg: (lifting my chin) "I'm kidding. What's yours is
mine and what's mine is yours. You can touch it if
you want to.”

Eish, I'm not sure if that's a trick statement or what.

Thato: "Maybe later.”

He smiled at me as we got into the shower. The
water ran over us, and it's actually the very first time
Kg and | get to see each other naked. He turned me
around, while he was facing my back. He draped his
fingers gently over my scar. I've never allowed
anyone to see my scar before. Kg kissed my neck
gently as he rubbed different parts of my body.

Kg: "You're so beautiful, TT. Both inside and out.



This scar tells a story and don't ever think otherwise.
There is such beauty behind it even though it
changed your body. | want to love you until you can't
even breathe anymore. | want to show you your
beauty and worth is so great, that you deserve a spot
next to the stars. You have turned me into someone
| never thought I'd ever become and for that, you
deserve to have your surname changed. | pray every
day for God to spare me long enough to see our
children and grandchildren enter this earth. Your
warmth brings the utmost peace to my soul. | love
you baby.”

| found myself so teary as he recited those beautiful
words to me.

Thato: "I love you too, Kg."

We took turns washing each others backs without
saying much and occasionally kissing one another. |
have never felt this level of intimacy and | wish this



moment could last forever.

Chapter Sixteen

Psalm 37:4 - “Take delight in the Lord, and he will
give you the desires of your heart.”

Thato

After our amazing shower, we got dressed. Kg
makes me feel so relaxed and free in my own skin. |
never feel the reason to be ashamed of being naked
now. We got dressed, as he wore a suit and | wore
an evening gown he bought me the other day. He
just said it would look cute on me, little did | know.
Kg got dressed in his suit with a yellow tie, to match
with my yellow dress. | wore the diamond pendant
he bought me a few months ago for my birthday.

Kg: "You look so beautiful.”



Thato: "You look so handsome.”

We headed out to the roof top. | expected us to be
around a few people, but nope. Not my man, he
booked out the whole roof top, with candles and
yellow roses everywhere. Rose petals on the floor,
and one table specially decorated just for the two of
us. With the view we're overlooking, this feels like a
real movie and I'm the main character.

Thato: (teary) "Kg... This is.... Wow.”

Kg: (smiling) ”I told you, you deserve the best.
Come.”

He pulled my chair for me as | got seated while he
sat across me. Gosh this man looks beautiful in a
Suit.



Thato: "What are celebrating?”

Kg: "Well, we're celebrating good life, good health,
happiness and most importantly blessings. The
next time we have dinner while watching the stars
like this, you'll be Mrs. Thato Moloi, a Mechanical
Engineer, while I'll be the owner of my Jewelry
design company, Thato Jewelers.”

What? Is he being serious right now? He wants to
name his company after me?

Thato: (teary) "You want to name your company
after me, Kg?”

Kg: “No, baby. | already did.”.

He took out his phone and showed me the papers.



Oh, my goodness! He already registered the
company and named it after me. This must be a
dream, though. When God said “I'll give you the
desires of your heart” He wasn't joking. | never knew
love like this existed outside of books and movies.

Thato: "Oh, Kg. | don't know what to say.”

Kg: "You don't have to say anything, all you have to
do is love me back. That's all | ask.”

Thato: "Kg, how can I not love you? You've proven to
me that true love does exist and that you are very
real and authentic. There's no other man I'd rather
give my heartto. You're the first man | have ever
loved and there's no doubt in my mind that you'll be
the last. I love you, Kgaugelo.”

We made a toast and a promise to each other, that
no matter what happens, we'll fight for one another.



Sounds cheesy, but hey, it is what it is. We had such
good food and he introduced me to mussles and
Lobster. Whenever I'm with Kg, food is always the
order of the day. We had some wine as he finally
introduced me to some fine wine.

Now | know a bit of difference between Pinotage,
Merlot and Chardonnay. Ai, white people came up
with the most weirdest and most complicated things.
White wine goes well with fish apparently. A,
anyway, we enjoyed our meal and sat and talked as
we had our wine. | don't drink a lot, | guess | just
enjoy the taste, but tonight | had about three glasses
and | must say I'm having dirty thoughts. I'm
amazed at how Kg never makes it a mission to get
into my pants. We can chill and talk without being
physical. | feel like he's the partner | need.

Thato: "Daddy, let's take this party to the bedroom.”

Kg: (chuckling) "Wa jaga, waitse (You're very



impatient, you know), baby. Besides, I'll act like |
didn't see that litte red number you packed in.”

Thato: (embarrassed) "Ah, man, Kg. That was
supposed to be a surprise.”

Kg: (chuckling) "Don't worry, | can still act surprised.
Let's go.”

We headed down to our room and as soon as |
opened the door, | was met with yet another surprise.
The room was dimmed, with scented candles
everywhere, and roses. Oh, bathong (goodness), Kg
is just something else. I'd say he reads too many
romance novels but he doesn't read any.

Thato: "Kg..."

Kg: "Shh. Tsena (Get in).”



| walked in and | saw my lingerie on the bed. There's
even a picnic basket next to the bed with some
snacks, strawberries, yoghurt, chocolate, cream and
of course a bottle of wine and a bottle of whiskey
with some ice.

Kg: (smiling) “I'm going to the bathroom, so I'm
giving you time to get dressed and do your thing.
See you in ten minutes, baby.”

He kissed me and proceeded to the bathroom. Yoh,
now I'm so nervous. What if | don't smell nice down
there now? | got into my lingerie. Lace always looka
good on a lady. This item is a bit revealing, but |
guess it's supposed to look that way. | took a small
sip of the wine just for extra liquid courage.

| saw a pack of Durex condoms on the bedside.
And here | was packing Choice condoms just the



other day. I'm so clueless, though. Kg and | got
tested a few months ago, apparently we had to do it
with or without sex just as a safety precaution. I'm
glad we did it though. | lay on the bed with my
palpitating heart, so, as of tomorrow | won't be a
virgin anymore. | hope | don't regret this, though.

Kg walked out of the bathroom, naked. Yoh, this
man is a masterpiece. It feels so weird looking at a
firm dick of a man, nje, but I'll get used to it as time
goes by. | don't even see the need for lingerie, but ke
that's white people for you. They invented all these
things to spice life up a bit, | guess. Kg took a sip of
his whiskey, and looked at me.

Kg: "Are you sure you want to do this? You can
always turn back.”

Thato: “I'm sure. | want to.”



Kg smiled as he gently kissed me. His whiskey
tainted tongue just tastes so good in my mouth. |
could feel his bulge portruding on top of my pussy, |
could myself get wet instantly. He pulled out of the
kiss and took a strawberry from the basket, and put
some whipped cream on it and fed me one. |took a
bite and he ate the rest of it.

He gently removed the lingerie off me and | was
completely exposed. He looked at both my breasts
and smiled. He put some whipped cream on my left
nipple and gently sucked it off. His tongue just does
this magic trick on my nipples and it gets me
aroused everytime. Now | see why God invented
nipples other than breastfeeding. He then took an
ice cube and put it on my right nipple, oh, it caused
me to moan slightly.

Thato: (breathing heavily) "Ahhh...”

He sucked off the water from the smelting cube. He



proceeded to let the cube go down on my abdomen
until he got to my pussy. He spread my legs apart
again and rolled the ice cube on my clit and sucked
the water off. He repeated the cycle until the cube
melted completely. He kept licking and sucking me
until | orgasmed right on his face again.

Thato: (moaning) "Aabh, shit, daddy!”

He got up and kissed me again. Oh, this time he'd
better not turn me down. He gently slid one of his
fingers into the entrance of my pussy and | felt good.
He put two in and | whinced a bit. He took a condom
out of the pack and rolled it onto his penis. He
positioned himself on top of me and looked at me. |
tried coverinf my face, but he begged me to look at
him.

Kg: “Look at me, TT."



| opened my eyes slightly.

Kg: “It's going to hurt a bit, baby. If you want me to
stop, let me know, okay?”

| nodded. He gently put the tip of his penisin and |
felt so much pain. | can't even describe the pain, but
wow. No one ever tells or shows us such on tv
whenever they have sex. He kept stroking bit by bit
until he was fully in.

Kg: (moaning) "Aaah, baby. Do you want me to
stop?”

As much pain | was in, | didn't want him to stop. |
don't even know what to call this feeling, but you're
in pain and at the same time you just don't want to
stop. There's slight pleasure, but fuck it's painful.



Thato: (shaking head) "No, daddy. Keep going.”

Shame, Kg tried to make me feel better, he kissed
me, sucked my neck and sucked on my breasts. The
pain was more than the pleasure, but hopefully as
time goes it will get better. Kg made sweet love to
me despite the pain. He went on for a while and |
heard him growl in pleasure while he stared deep
into my eyes. After a while, he released his load and
climaxed.

Kg: "Fuck!”

He kissed my tears away and gently kissed me on
the lips.

Kg: “Thank you, TT. Thank you for such a beautiful
gift. I'love you.”



Thato: "I love you too.”

Kg: “Sit tight, I'll be right back.”

He kissed my forehead and got off the bed. He went
to the bathroom and | heard him run a bath. He
came back with a towel and gently wiped me down
there. Without saying a word, he gently picked me
up and took me to the bathroom. He carefully
placed me into the tub which was already filled with
some foam bath, scented salts and oils. | whinced a
bit in pain as | felt like | tore down there.

Kg: “I'm sorry, but you'll get better with time, baby. |
promise you next time won't be so painful.”

He kissed my forehead and left me for a while. The
warm water soothed the pain a bit and | felt at ease.
Kg has so much love, really. Palesa told me that the
first time she had sex was actually with Soks. He



actually had sex with her and she bled. He then
went right back to sleep without taking good care of
her like this.

| feel like she can do better and Thabo, our class
mate was just that - better. But she doesn't want to
date a learner so who am I? Kg came back and
gently picked me up again and wrapped me in a
towel. He applied soothing oils on me and we sat in
bed together. For some reason we don't feel like
sleeping, so we watched some tv, indulged in our
shacks and alcohol, and went through our pictures
which we took on the road and right here at the
Hotel.

He uploaded a few pics on Instagram, and some
weird girl with a ghost account commented and
wrote some nasty comments. He said it's probably
Anastacia, so he blocked and reported the account
and we talked until we both dozed off.



Sonto Moloi

Yoh, I've never felt this frustrated in my entire life.
The last time | felt this frustrated was when | was
pregnant with Thato. | honestly wish she had died in
that fire, then | wouldn't be having this problem right
now. Now that Sophie has given me that letter, |
made sure to destroy it. | burnt it immediately and
came back home. Now ever since Romeo saw that
girl, that's all he's been talking about.

Romeo: "Ao, baby. O tswa kae (Where have you
been)?”

Sonto: "Ah, | just went to see Sophie. You know how
she is, she never stops talking.”

Romeo: "Hmm, maybe you can get her to do
something useful with her life instead of drinking her
life away.”



Sonto; "Hmm.”

Romeo: "Mara (But) Baby, did you see Thato, mara
(though)? Kgaugelo did really well by choosing such
a bright girl from this neighbourhood, hey. Unlike
Soks ai.”

Ag, | don't even want to talk about such. I'm
honestly not in the mood for small talk. Not tonight.

Sonto: “Ja, | guess.”

Romeo: "Did you see her birthmark? | swear she
looks just like you, hey. Are you sure perhaps you're
not related?”

Sonto: (edgy) "Uh.. Aowa, man, Romeo. You know
I'm from Diepkloof and I'm Zulu anyways. Besides,



Thato's dad is white in any case.”

Romeo: (puzzled) "How do you know that?”

Eish, fuck. | hate how | burst whenever I'm stressed.

Sonto: “I... Uh.. Ag, man Sophie said so. You saw
Thato, man. She's too light to be fully black, besides
her eyes are gray. That should tell you about her
genes.”

| hope he buys my story, though.

Romeo: "Oho, okay.”

Sonto: "Eish, Romeo, ke lapile (I'm tired). Ngiyolala
(I'm going to bed).”



Romeo: "Bjanong one nyana (So, how about one
round)?”

Sonto: "Eish, maybe later. Ngiphethwe ikhanda (|
have a headache).”

| could see he was pissed but I'm not about to have
his useless limp dick hump on me tonight. | get
better dick elsewhere.

Chapter Seventeen

1 Corinthians 13:4 - "Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.”

Thato

| woke up feeling much better than | did last night.
Of course Kg woke me up again in the middle of the
night and we had sex again. It was still painful, but a



lot less though. I'm glad he ordered breakfast

because I'm starving. | always see couples on tv
eating a lot after sex and all | can say is that sex
does make you hungry. It's a workout and a half.

Kg: (smiling) "Morning, love.”

Thato: (shyly) "Good morning, Babe.”

Kg: "0 robetse bjang (How did you sleep)?”

Thato: “It's not like you gave me much of a chance to
sleep, hao (gosh), Kg.”

Kg: (chuckling) "Askies (Sorry), baby. | just can't get
enough of your awesome kuku (coochie). Eish,
phela it had been a long time since | had had sex.”



Thato: "How long?”

Kg: “Two years.”

Thato: (shocked) "Heh (Huh)?! | thought guys
couldn't last that long without sex?”

Kg: “I'm not guys nna, I'm Kg. It wasn't easy, but |
got used to it. It's better than to sleep with someone
just for the hell of it.”

He's got a point though. At least he respects
himself unlike Soks.

Kg: "Well, now that you're officially 17 and I'm 26, it's
time we go have a bit of fun today. Eat up so we can
go take a bath together.”



| see Kg loves taking showers and bathing together.
| love it oo, | can only hope that this lasts a lifetime
because | don't know what I'd do without Kg,
honestly. We finished eating and got into the
bathroom and did our business, no sex, just bathing
together and laughing.

He occasionally kissed my scar and | even forget
about it at times. He makes me feel so free in my
own skin, so | love it when we're both naked. | am
not afraid of his anaconda anymore. | don't stare at
it like crazy, although it is quite big, but it makes me
feel good.

We got dressed in our swimwear, and took some
sun screen, towels and water bottles with. Luckily |
can swim. | took swimming lessons at school. We
wanted to go to the beach, but it was so full and Kg
hates crowded places. So do | actually, so he took
me to Ushaka Marine World. It's a bit full here, but
luckily people do their own things. We took a lot of



pictures together, and Kg even went live at some
point and took a video of us together.

Ai, Kg. He says he wants to create memories
because once people are gone th only thing left of
them will be pictures and videos. He's got a point, a
really good one. How | wished that | had taken a lot
of pictures and videos of Mama and I. We went on
almost all the slides and it was mega fun. | so wish
Palesa was here. A couples trip would be really nice
next time, | should suggest it to Kg.

Thato: "Baby, maybe next time we should go
somewhere with Palesa and Soks.”

Kg: (sigh) "Ai, those two. Ba ithatela bjala (They love
booze), but I'll think about it.”

We enjoyed the rest of our day and Kg didn't want us
to spend too much time at Ushaka, as the water can



make you tired. He's right, though. He said we'd go
to the beach early in the morning when not a lot of
people are there, so we headed back to the hotel to
enjoy the ambience thereof. We took a quick
shower and changed into casual clothes. It's really
hot here in Durban unlike back in Pretoria.

We headed outside to the roof top again and this
time we have a few people around. The waiters
brought our drinks and some food. Yoh, swimming
can really make you hungry. We dug into our food
and watched the sun set. As we were chilling in
each other's arms, Kg took this opportunity to speak
about the future.

Kg: “So, baby. Since we practically live together, I'd
like to ask you to formally move in.”

Thato: (surprised) "Really? Why? | mean, not that |
mind, but why?”



Kg: "Why not? | like having you around and
whenever you're not in my bed I'm not happy. | can't
even sleep.”

Thato: (laughing) "Kg bathong (goodness), o (you're)
dramatic.”

Kg: (laughing) "I'll accept that. Bjanong o reng ka
taba e (So what do you say about this)?”

Thato: "Okay, | agree.”

Kg: “Good. Since you've gotten a bit tired of my
surprises, | might as well tell you about what | have
in mind for us next year.”

| listened attentively. | swear this guy legit has me
on his mind 24/7. We haven't even been together for



a whole year and already he's planning big. | read
somewhere that a man knows what he wants, so
whether he marries you within a year or three
months, he knows what he wants. | guess it's a lot
better than to be stringed along.

Kg: “I'd like to pay lobola for you right after you get
your results in January. Then you and | can move to
Jo'burg, where I'll get my company off the ground,
and you can study at Wits since you really love it.”

Kg has this all planned out. Lobola, though? Really?
Am | ready for marriage? But why wouldn't | be? |
have found family in kg, something | never had with
my own blood family.

Thato: (excited) "Bathong (Goodness), Kg, when did
you even think about marriage?”

Kg: “l told you, TT, I've thought about marrying you



the very first time | met you. If you're not up to it, we
can wait. | don't want to pressurize you into doing
anything you're not ready for. You're still young and
you'll want to experience life at Varsity and party if
you wish.”

| don't know about partying, because it just isn't my
scene. | want to bag that degree, especially now
that Kg is done with his. | don't want to be a
housewife, no ways.

Thato: "No, baby. | would love to marry you, I'm just
thinking about your chieftancy.”

Kg: "What about it?”

Thato: "I mean, won't we have to move to the Royal
house and all once you become King?”



Kg: "Well, yes of course, but if you don't want it then |
won't do it. Life is too short, baby. I'd rather have
you than be a King without you by my side.”

Mara (But) Kg. He would seriously reject his
birthright for me? No, man. That wouldn't be right at
all.

Thato: "No, silly. Whenever you decid to be King
then I'd be more than happy to be your Queen. 1 just
have to finish my degree first, that's all | ask of you.”

Kg: (smiling) "Of course, baby. We wouldn't want to
have a lazy and uneducated wife like Sonto.”

| couldn't help but laugh while he did the same.

Thato: "Kg, man. That's being mean. She is old,

n

man.



Kg: "She is old but behaves o kare ke ngwana (like a
child). | mean she's even fucking boys half her age.”

Thato: (shocked) "Eng (What)?! Who?”

Kg: "Hai, baby, o rata ditaba (You love news). It's not
my place to tell.”

Thato: "Mxm, ah mara baby | thought we don't keep
secrets in our relationship.”

Kg: "Of course but we don't gossip either. Ga ke go
botse selo (I'm not telling you anything). Come, let's
go, our spa session awaits us.”

| got up sulking but he still didn't budge. Why do |
have the feeling Sonto is sleeping with Soks? |
mean it can only explain why Kg is so adamant on



not sharing who the guy is. He knows I'd tell Palesa.
Ai, | induldged in our spa session and let other
people's drama be theirs.

Sophie

Yoh, Sonto is a real pest when she wants to be.
Luckily | made sure | made a copy of the letter. |
wasn't about to give her the only leverage | have over
her, besides her husband. He's not married to me,
but I'm the one that fucks him brainless. Today is
our usual meeting at one of his guest houses a bit
far out of Rockville.

We have sex a few times a week and we even have a
schedule. Monday, Wednesday and Friday, is my day.
We always meet up at 6pm and we spend a few
hours there. He doesn't sleep over and I'm tired of
him not taking me seriously. It is time | also become
his wife, | mean he can have two wives so why not

let me indulge in the fancy life he's given Sonto? I'm



also a mother to his child, and Kagiso is not
educated like Tumisho. Tumisho went to the best
schools just like Kg, so why can't Kagiso be afforded
the same opportunity?

We're in our room and as always Romeo likes taking
it from the back. | ocassionally fuck him while on
top, but happens rarely. All he likes is doggy style,
because his dick ends up sleeping while I'm on top. |
don't know how he manages to fuck all these small
girls he likes because truly speaking he's not that
good. He sucks, actually. Le Soks wa te phalla
(Even Soks is way better). Yep, the Soks, He's
Rockville's male whore and poor Palesa doesn't even
know.

He has a thing for older women and fucks almost
anything with a hole in it. Sonto has no idea that |
own her now. | know all her secrets and | even got
Soks to record one of their little sex sessions. |
wonder how Romeo would feel if he found out that



Sonto is fucking his right hand man. He'd better give
me a life equal to Sonto's and | want in on the Diva's
club, otherwise I'm about to fuck up both their lives.

Romeo: (moaning) "Ah, ah, ah shit!”

He collapsed on top of my back as usual while |
removed him from me and wiped myself off. He
threw him the towel and he gave me a weird look.

Romeo: (breathing heavily) "Hao, Sophie. Dintshang,
bjanong (What's wrong now)? Keng o kare o kwatile
(Why does it seem like you're angry)?”

Sophie: "At least you noticed. Ke lapile, Romeo (I'm
tired). Kgale ke le Sephiri (I've been kept a secret for
far too long) and | met you before you met her!”

Romeo: "Are we still on about that, Sophie?”



Sophie: (annoyed) "Askies (Excuse me)?! O reng na
(What are you saying), Romeo?! Ke tla gafa, wa
nkutlwa (I'll go crazy, you hear me)?! Ska nteka
Tumelo (Don't test my patience)!”

Romeo: "Okay, askies (Sorry), Sophie. You know
you're my first love. You've always been, net man
waitse (You know).”

Sophie: "Ke itse eng (What do | know)?! Are you
ashamed of me, Romeo?!”

Romeo: "Ah, man Sophie. E seng bjao (Not like that).
Okay, bona (look). I'll up your allowance to 30k.”

30k?! Wa tshameka monna o (This man is playing).

Sophie: "Ska dlala ka nna (Don't mess with me),



Romeo. | want to be like Sonto. | want a full make
over, | want to dress like her, | also want a car or a
driver like her. | want in on the Diva's Club and | want
Kagiso to be afforded the same opportunities as
your sons. She's your first born daughter and she
deserves the same treatment. It's bad enough you
won't be an active father to her and | have to lie to
her about who her father is. Wa itse pain eo (Do you
know that pain), wena Romeo?!”

Romeo: (worried) "Ah, mara (but) Sophie, now you're
demanding.”

Sophie: "Take it or leave it. I'm done being your mule.
Both Kagiso and I. We're a part of your life too,
unless you're thinking otherwise. | can leave.”

Romeo: (panicking) "Ah, okay okay geh Sophie. Il
do whatever you want. Just don't leave me and don't
tell Kagiso yet. I'll think of something.”



| smiled knowing | have him wrapped around my
little finger. It's about damn time Sonto got to know
me.

Sophie: “Good. O thome kaosane (You had better
start tomorrow). Everyone must know that Sophie
Maake is a Diva member by tomorrow.”

Romeo: (sigh) "On one condition.”

Sophie: "Anything.”

Romeo: "You cancel the hit you're planning on
Thato.”

Ai, o tlo mbora o bjanong (He's about to bore me
now).



Sophie: "Why?"

Romeo: "Because, she's your niece and Kgaugelo wa
mo rata (loves her). And she might be Sonto's
daughter.”

| raised my eyebrows in shock. How the fuck does
he know that?!

Sophie: "0 ra bjang (How do you mean)?”

Romeo: "I mean, they sort of looks alike and they
have the same birth mark. She knows too much
about that child that no one knows. Just maobane
she told me that Thato's father ke lekgoa (is white).
O itse bjang ena (How does she know)?”

Ai, once again | have to save Sonto's ass.



Sophie: "Ag, man. It's because | told her. Petunia
got Thato's birth records when she took her for
testing as a baby. She has white genes akere wa
mmona le ena (you can see her). She's not your
ordinary yellow bone, ka mehlo a gray (with gray
eyes).”

| hope he's buying it.

Romeo: "Ja, but something ga se right, man. Can
you get those birth records for me? | know you can
pull off anything.”

He's right, | can pull off anything, yes. Now | have to
fabricate a lot of documents which will come at a
price for Sonto. | can't wait to make the bitch sweat.

Sophie: "Sure, but you know nothing is for free.”



Romeo: "Ja | know that. At least you get me, Sophie,
unlike Sonto. You listen to me and you're patient.”

Yes but he'd better fulfill my wishes or else hell is
about to break loose.

Chapter Eighteen

Proverbs 14:30 - "A heart at peace gives life to the
body, but envy rots the bones.”

Three Months Later

Thato

It's been an amazing few months and Kg and | are
still going strong. Yes, | stay with him now and even
though Sonto doesn't like me much, she stays out of



my way. | tutor Tumisho twice a week and J get
paid 2k per week. That's really not bad at all. At
least Romeo makes sure he's always home
whenever I'm there to Tutor Tumisho and Sonto is
never around. That is minus one problem for me. |
hardly use my own money, as Kg just buys
everything for me.

| feel bad but he doesn't allow me to feel bad at all.
I've accepted that he likes doing things for me, but |
make sure | don't get too comfortable with that fact.
At least Kg got me hooked up with a gynae and | got
on the Evra Patch. At least | won't have to worry
about pregnancy because we can't afford to have a
child right now. I'd like to fulfill my dreams first and
I'm glad he understood that. | had my awards
evening a few weeks ago just after schools opened
for Term 3 and Kg was there to support me as
always.

| received my awards for 100% attenaldance, Top



achiever in Maths, Science, Accounting, English and
Geography. | also received an award for the Top
Achiever in the Grade. | mean, Mama would be so
proud of me. | actually felt her presence that
evening, | truly did. Kg on the other hand is super
proud of me and he bought me a new phone just to
encourage and congratulate me. We just wrote our
last Prelim paper today and I'm too excited as I'm
almost done with My Matric year.

| finally managed to persuade Kg to get Soks and
Palesa to come with us on a couple's trip. This time
it won't be a surprise since he asked me to organize
everything. We're going to Kruger National Park for
the weekend, and since it's Thursday, we're spending
a few extra days and coming back on Tuesday. Of
course Kg wants me all to himself this weekend, but
| can't have that.

This weekend is all about fun with other couples for
a change. We're done packing and awaiting on



Palesa to get in the car. Soks went out for a smoke,
while | waited outside her gate for her to get out. |
hardly enter her house whenever her creepy dad is
home. Something is very offish with her dad, but |
guess the Truth never stays hidden. We'll find out
soon enough.

Palesa: (Sad) "Ai, chomi (Oh friend). O kae (How are
you)?”

Thato: (puzzled) "Palesa, dintshang (what's wrong)?”

Palesa: (sigh) "Nex (nothing). |think I'm coming
down with something.”

She really doesn't look too well, but | didn't pester
her. | let her be. We'll talk later on. Before we left,
Soks took out a beer from the cooler box and gave
one to Kg, but he refused since he's driving us and
handed me a bottle of strongbow cider. Apparently,



| need to explore my taste buds and find other drinks
| might like.

Thato: (puzzled) "Hao, baby?”

Kg: "It's only one for the road. You need it, trust me.”

| took it and he opened it for me. He handed Palesa
a bottle of Savanna and opened it as well. We got
into the car and drove off. | sat with Palesa at the
back for a change, while Kg and Soks sat in the front.
Ai, | smell a bit of tension between Soks and Palesa
because they're hardly talking. Kg keeps asking me
if I'm okay every now and then, while Soks is
blatantly ignoring Palesa.

Soks: "Eish, Kg le wena (though). Why did you have
to choose a place so far? Nna wa itse ga ke motho
le naga (You know I'm not an outdoor kind of man.”



Kg: "Hai,man Soks, mfo (bro). You need to explore,
more. Take your woman out more, e seng o phela
ko di chesa nyama (not take her to chesa nyama all
the time).”

Soks: (laughing) "O etsa dilo tsa makgoa, mfwetu
(You like white people's things, bro). Nna ke mfana
wa ko kasi (I'm a township guy).”

Kg: “So am |, but there's no harm in exploring and
showing your woman a good time.”

Thato: "Palesa, o shap (are you okay)?”

Palesa: "I'll brief you when we're alone.”

Kg: “Love, can we stop by the mall? I'd like us to
grab a few things before we get to our destination.”



Thato: (smiling) "Sure, baby.”

Soks: "Ai, ja ne. Ka bona nou o jesiwa monate (I can
see now that you're tapping it). Bona o glower bjang
(Look how you're glowing).”

Kg: "Soks, voetsek (piss off). This is why your
relationships never last. You don't treat a lady with
respect, man. O no phanya (You're too forward).”

Soks: "Ah, sorry geh (then).”

Kg parked the car and by then | had already finished
my cider. As soon as he got out he came to open
the door for me and kissed me.

Kg: (smiling) "0 shap (Are you okay)?”



Thato: "Always.”

Kg: (whispering in my ear) "That dress looks so hot
on you. | hope you're not wearing any underwear.”

His scent and gorgeous voice just made me
instantly wet as soon as he said that. | just hadto
blush.

Thato: "Behave.”

Soks: "Ag, man. Get aroom, guys.”

Kg laughed as we walked with them. Kg by my side
and Palesa by Soks' side. He couldn't even care less,
he was even checking other girls out and making
comments about their looks and everything while
Palesa was right there. The nerve of this guy, no
wonder she's so sad. | just hope he didn't hit her



again. Once we got to Woolworths food, | used this
as a great opportunity to speak to Palesa. We
pretended to be busy shopping for our own things.

Thato: "Chomi (Friend), dintshang kgante (What's
wrong)?”

Palesa: (teary) "Eish, chomi (friend). | think I'm
pregnant.”

Oh, shit. This can't be good.

Thato: "Chomi (Friend), o ra bjang (What do you
mean)? You mean you haven't tested yet?”

Palesa: (shaking head) "No, I.. | missed my period...
For the second month now.”



This is bad, | mean Soks is hardly boyfriend material,
let alone father material. This is a disaster. Palesa
isn't one to panic much, but this time she's really
stressed.

Palesa: (crying) "Chomi (Friend), what am | going to
do? | can't have this baby, | can't.”

Thato: "Hao, Soks isn't that bad, is he?”

Palesa: "Ga se wa Soks (It's not Soks' baby).”

| looked at her weary. She's dead serious. | had to
come up with a serious plan.

Thato: "Baby, ra bowa ne (We'll be right back). We're
going to Pick and Pay. We forgot to pack some lady
things.”



Kg: (puzzled) "Bjang (How), because | packed your
bag?”

Eish, this guy can never take a hint.

Thato: "Aowa (No), man, baby. Palesa forgot a few
things. We'll be right back.”

| hurried out with Palesa while Kg was shouting.

Kg: "You forgot to take my card!”

Oh, really.

Thato: ”I got it covered!”

We rushed out while Palesa was wiping her tears off
her face. | really don't get what she means by Soks



not being the father, but now is not the time to ask
about such. | went straight to the pregnancy tests
and | grabbed three. |took a packet of pads and
tampons with, just in case they ask what we bought.
Those two are quite nosy, well, Soks is nosy and
annoying. | paid in cash and we headed out.

Palesa: "Thank you, friend. | honestly don't know
what I'd do without you.”

Thato: "That's what friends are for, don't worry.”

We went back out and found Kg and Soks already
waiting for us.

Kg: "Kgale le ile (You took a while).”

He saw Palesa and noticed the glimmer of tears
shining in her eyes as she quickly looked down.



Kg: “Le shap (Are you two okay)?”

| nodded and he was decent enough not to ask any
further questions. We walked out and headed to the
car. We drove off to our destination. | knew Palesa
would raise suspicion if she was sober, so | decided
to get her to drink. We'll figure something out along
the way, but judging by the look of things, she
doesn't want to keep the baby.

Sonto Moloi

I'm quite irritated to say the least. Just when | fixed
one problem, another arises. Sophie o ntlwaela
masepa (is fucking with me), seriously. | mean
firstly she demands money from me and then she
suddenly gets a makeover, from top to toe. | mean
she looks like a whole different person, from
wearing doeks all day, drinking Savanna and Black



Label and smelling like snuff to wearing 20 inch
Peruvian weaves, draped in Prada, Dior and Gucci!

She even has a driver to drive her around now! |
mean there's no way she could have gotten that
upgrade from the measly money I've been giving her.
Even her daughter Kagiso has a job at one of
Romeo's guest houses as the manager. | mean
what the fuck is happening?

Sophie is a leech and must have probably gotten
Romeo to give her daughter a job. He should have
consulted me! My question now is where does
Sophie get all this money from?! I'm meeting up
with the Rockville Divas in a few minutes at Capello
and I'd like Romeo to tell me what the fuck he's
playing at. | headed down and found him watching
tv with a newspaper in front of him.

Sonto: (irritated) "Romeo, yini amasimba lawa
(What's this shit)?”



Romeo: (calmly) "Sonto, ge o bolela Sizulu gora gore
o jele di pekere (When you soeak Zulu | know you're
angry). O jewa keng (What's eating you)?”

Sonto: "How could you give Kagiso a job without
consulting me?”

Romeo: "Sonto, o nale di shares in my businesses
(do you have shares in my businesses)? Do | have
to tell you everything, kgante (though)? And besides,
I'm uplifting the community and | don't get why you
seem irritated by this.”

I'm pissed that he sees nothing wrong with this, and
I'm even more pissed at how blase he is about this
issue.

Sonto: "You could have at least run it by me, Romeo.
And what's this of Sophie getting a driver and make



over? Don't you have anything to do with this?”

Romeo: "0 nyaka gore eng (What are you trying to
say), Sonto?”

Sonto: “I'm just asking nje.”

Romeo: "Well, you're asking the wrong person. |
don't know what Sophie gets up to. Who knows?
She might have scored someone rich to fuck with.
Let other kids shine, man. You can't be the only rich
diva in Rockville.”

Arguing any further would just be a waste of time. |
clicked my tongue and walked out.

Romeo: "Enjoy your day!”



Mxm, Romeo wants to make me go crazy, really. As
| drove to Capello to meet Rachel, Anelisa and
Bianca, | got the shock of my life. This day can't
possibly get any worse.

Sophie: (smiling) "Nomasonto, how are you, babe?”

I'm about to kill someone today.

Chapter Nineteen

Job 5:2 - "Surely resentment destroys the fool, and
jealousy kills the simple.”

Thato

The ride was rather pleasant after Palesa had a few
drinks. She actually had a bit much, but she has
always had a high alcohol tolerance. She just seems
like deep down she's carrying a lot of weight and she



can't escape it. The only way she knows how is to
drink it away at times. She bottles up at times so |
let her be. | don't like pressuring people at all.

We finally arrived at Thornhill Safari Lodge. Oh, my,
this place is indeed worth the price. The view, the
serenity of the place, the good feel of nature and the
pool, is just awesome. Of course, we don't want to
share with anyone, so | made sure | book us
honeymoon suites. Hopefully Soks and Palesa will
walk out of here feelimg brand new. We even have a
few couples activities lined up, so | just can't wait.

We headed to our rooms as Kg brought our luggage.
At least Soks took his and Palesa's luggage.
Perhaps Kg had a word or two with him about
Tender Loving Care. While | was staring at the
beautiful view just outside our balcony, Kg rushed
towards me and held me from behind. He
immediately started kissing my neck and put his
hand underneath my dress and went straight for my



coochie. He removed my panty same time, while
kissing my neck.

Kg: (breathing heavily) "Yoh, baby. Kgale ke go
dumile (I've been craving you). Mfe saka toe (Give
me what's mine).”

| smiled as | turned around. Kg is turning me into a
sex addict, bathong (goodness). | walked towards
the bed with him while we were hastily taking off our
clothes. We were totally naked upon approaching
the bed, and | threw him on the bed. It must be the
Strongbow doing the work because | never have this
much courage.

Kg: (smiling) “"Come to daddy.”

| smiled as | was about to get on top of him and
insert his dick inside of me, he pulled me up.



Thato: (puzzled) "Kg-"

Kg: "Did you really think I'd have you without eating
my baby first?”

Oh, Kg and his obsession with muffing mw bathong
(gosh). | need him inside of me as in yesterday. He
muffed me while | sat on his face. I've never done
this before, but | guess with a guy like Kg, there's a
first time for everything.

Thato: (moaning) "Aaah, daddy...”

He did his thing and sucked me til | couldn't hold it in
anymore. | tried removing my pussy from his face,
but he grabbed me so tight. | ended up gushing my
juices all over his face.

Thato: (moaning) "Aaah, shit!”



Kg: (smiling) "You taste so good, baby. Always.”

| was about to get on top of him, but he flipped me
over so | could get on all fours. Kg, neh. He never
lets me dominate, shame, but tonight he has another
thing coming. He inserted his penis into my vagina
and | went wild. Hearing him moan while he kisses
my back, just sends goosebumps down my spine.
He was thrusting at a very fast pace as this is
supposed to be a quickie. Just when | was about to
reach another climax, we heard a knock on the door,
but that didn't keep Kg from thrusting.

Soks: (knocking) "Eh, Kgauza. Re eme ka lena, man
(We're waiting on you).”

Kg: (thrusting) "Ja, man Soks, re etla (we're
coming).”



Soks: "Mxm, ah, wa bona (you see)? O busy o ja
marao daarso (You're busy fucking in there).”

Ai, Soks and his loose mouth, man. | still don't get
what Palesa sees in him, really.

Kg: "Eh, man Soks, fokoff (fuck off)!”

We heard Soks chuckling as he walked away. |
could feel Kg was close to his climax.

Kg: (moaning) "Shit, baby. Cum with me, please.”

Whenever | want to cum quicker, | rub my clitors.
Yes, Kg has taught me a thing or two. We came
together and he immediately got a towel to wipe the
both of us.



Thato: "Mxm, Kg, you never let me taje charge.”

Kg: “Ah, baby. Sorry, okay next time you can make
me you victim and do as you please with me.”

Thato: "Alright. Let's go meet up with those two.
They are probably getting impatient.”

Kg: "Ah, Soks wa phapha (is forward). I'll have a
word with him.”

We headed out in our swimwear and since it's
already after 1pm, we can't go riding in the bushes,
the main activities we'll get to tomorrow. We took
our sunscreen and snacks, while Soks and Palesa
have the alcohol with them. We got to Palesa and
Soks, and they look a bit better. | guess that's the
power of sex.



Soks: “Ja, neh. That was fast, man. O shapa (You
hit that in) record time, mos Kg?”

Kg: "Mxm, ah, man Soks. How many times must |
tell you? Change the way you behave and you'll see
miracles, man. Tlogela go spita (stop being
forward).”

Soks: "Okay, sorry mfo (bro).”

Kg put some sunscreen on me while | put some on
him, and handed me a cider once he was done. He
gave me a kiss and | went to sit next to Palesa.

Palesa: "How do you guys do it, though?”

Thato: "Eng chomi (What friend)?”



Palesa: "How do you guys remain so happy and
affectionate all the time? | mean Kg worships the
ground you walk on, boo. He'd legit do anything for

n

you.

Thato: "Well, | don't know how we do it, chomi
(friend). Alll can say is that I'm honestly blessed to
have Kg. | don't have much experience in this dating
thing, but what | can tell you is that I'm in love. Kg
has shown me that love knows no bounds, isn't
selfish and you have to communicate and work
towards the same goal. We make sure we never go
to bed angry, although we haven't really fought.”

Palesa: (sad) "l wish Soks was like that, you know.
Instead, He's just an animal. He treats me like shit
most of the time, and then he apologizes by giving
me money. | sometimes wish | had given Thabo a
chance. He was so sweet to me and | was such a
bitch to him, just because he didn't have money like
Soks. The truth is friend, my life is a mess. At times



| feel | could just end it all, really.”

Yoh, Palesa is seriously scaring me right now.

Thato: "Palesa, what's so horrible that you'd want to
end your life?”

| thought she was about to tell me her big secret, but
she changed the subject yet again.

Palesa: (getting up) "I'm in the mood for a swim, let's

n

go.

She left me sitting there in worry and jumped right
into the water. | hope she'll be able to swim since
she's a bit tipsy. | took off my top and and got into
the water slowly, with Kg staring at me as he was
talking to Soks. While Palesa and | were talking
about random things, these other two guys walked



towards us.

Guy1: "Hmm, I'd love to join you two gorgeous
ladies.”

Guy2:"Hi there. May we?”

Palesa: "Oh, yes, of course.”

Thato: "Palesa?! No, you may not.”

Guy1: "But your friend just said yes.”

Thato: "And I'm saying no, I'm taken - we both are.”

Palesa: "Well, you don't see a ring on my finger, do
you?”



Yoh, Palesa is seriously going to mess things up for
us. As they were about to respond, Kg walked
towards them. They had their backs towards him,
so they didn't see him coming.

Kg: (tapping guy1's shoulder) "Eh, mfo (bro), that's
my wife you're pestering.”

Guy1:"Ao (Is it)? |1 don't see any ring on her finger
and besides, isn't she a bit too young to be your
wife?”

Kg put his arms in his shorts pockets as usual. Now
| know he's mad.

Kg: (chuckling) "Hehe, I'm going to count to three,
actually make it one. You'd better keep those
chicken legs walking before | make you regret
setting foot on this ground.”



Guy2: "Sorry, bro. Ne re sa nyake mathata (We didn't
want any trouble). Mpho, a re vaye (let's go).”

| could see this Mpho dude was trying to challenge
Kg, but he was a bit short, though. Yoh, Kg's veins
were about to pop right from his face. The two guys
left while | looked at Palesa, who didn't even look
remorseful.

Palesa: "Keng (What)? Nna I'm not taken.”

| looked at Kg and | thought he'd be mad at me, but
his face softened immediately.

Kg: "0 shap (Are you okay)?”

| nodded as he smiled at me and went back to his
seat. Soks looked pissed, livid actually. He was



about to get up and approach Palesa, but Kg held
him back.

Kgaugelo

| looked at those two rats who kept staring at my
woman like she's a piece of meat. I'm not
controlling, but I'm very possessive of what's mine.
The fact that Palesa kept entertaining them shows
just how toxic her relationship with Soks is. He just
lowered her to something she clearly wasn't when
she met him. It's like he loves her, but not enough to
treat her right. This girl has lost respect for herself,
all because of Soks. They say you are who you hang
around with. He needs to fix himself or else I'll have
to cut ties with him. | can't be associated with
cheaters and women beaters.

Kg: "Eh, Soks. Calm down, man.”



Soks: (breathing heavily) “"Mxm, ah man. Palesa o
ntlwaela masepa (is fucking with me).”

Kg: "Soks, you really need to check your tone when
you speak to and of women, man. You can't go
around treating Palesa like shit. If you don't love her
then let her go.”

Soks: "You don't get it, Kg. Wena o (You're) perfect,
nna (I) on the other hand am just like my father. |
am so addicted to Palesa, | love her so much | feel
that she'll end up leaving me one day for someone
better. | can see it in her eyes, she looks at me like |
disgust her and | deserve that. Now that she's
pregnant, | have to treat her right, man.”

Kg: (shocked) "Soks o reng na (what are you saying)?
You ruined her self esteem and now you're ruining
her future? How could you get her pregnant, bra?
She's only 182"



Soks: "Eish, mfo (Bro), | honestly don't know, but
what | do know is that | love her and | want to make
things right.”

Kg: “Then start by getting help and stop hitting her
for once.”

Soks: (shocked) "How did you know?”

Kg: "Everyone knows, man. How she sometimes
walks around with a scarf around her neck in broad
daylight, how she's scared of you. You have to stop,
man Soks. This isn't who you are. Be a man, a real
man, a better man and cherish her. Mould her into
the flower she was when you found her.”

Soks: (teary) "Eish, Kg. | fucked up. Ke jele Sophie le
Sonto ka mo (I fucked Sonto and Sophie) and now
they just won't leave me alone. They'll tell Palesa



and she'll leave me for that stupid boy, Thabo.”

Kg: (sigh) "Ai, end it with them and be honest with

them. You can deal with her finding out when the

time comes. For now, go sort things out with your
woman.”

| could see him at least making an attempt to do
better. He got up and slowly walked up to Palesa,
who's already drunk. | don't even know how she's
drinking while pregnant, but well, that's Palesa for
you.

Soks: "Pali, can | talk to you?”

Palesa gave him a long look and stared at him in
silence for a short while.

Palesa: "Okay.”



He held out his hand so that she could hold onto him
as she walked out of the water. He wrapped a towel
around her as they walked away together. My baby
got out of the water and came to me.

Thato: "And that? What did you say to him?”

Kg: “l just knocked some sense into him.”

Sonto

Yerr Sophie wants to kill me shame, honestly. How
dare she worm her way into my lifestyle, my group
like this?

Sonto: "Sophie, ufunani la (what are you doing
here)?”



Bianca: "Oh, hey Sonto. Why didn't you tell us you
have such a funky friend?”

n
!

Anelisa: "l mean | adore her already

Rachel: "Sophie told us about your life growing up
and how you were in school. Hao ( gosh), babe. You
never told us you didn't finish school, bathong
(goodness)!”

Anelisa: "Here we were under the impression that
you obtained a degree in PR kgante dololo (but
nothing)! Kanti azange ufike na se Matric mntase
(You didn't even make it to matric, sis)!”

They all laughed at me like | was nothing. Who the
fuck do these bitches think they are?



Sonto: "Askies (Excuse me)?! Wena (You) Bianca,
are you forgetting that your new buddy Sophie
wasn't there when | had to help you abort your side
man's baby just to save your lousy marriage? And
wena Anelisa, your mouth is so big now, but you
were mute when you were begging me for food and
R200 000 when your stupid husband blew all your
family money by snorting his own supply!

And you, Rachel, you're a fine one to talk. You and |
grew up in the dumps, honey. You were dark as fuck,
charcoaled in fact before ugezwa imali (money
cleaned you up) and now you're making fun of me?!
You're forgetting | had to buy your case after you
nearly stabbed your husband's side chick to death!
At least | didn't finish school, but | made this club
and | made you - ALL of you! The last time | checked
none of you even got to taste Varsity air, So don't
you dare tell me shit and laugh at me as if you're
better than me.”



| was breathing fire and they could see that.

Sophie: "Askies (Sorry), Nomasonto. We didn't mean
it like that. | mean, we were just bonding over the
good, old past.”

Anelisa: "Yes, I'd also like to sincerely apologize.”

Bianca: "Me t00.”

Rachel: "And me.”

Sonto: "You'd better, otherwise your lives would go
back to the dumps.”

Sophie gave me a smirk. What the hell is this bitch
up to?

Chapter Twenty



1 Corinthians 13:4 - "Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.”

Sophie

Shame, Sonto looks like hell. She really thought I'd
let her live the good life while | stayed behind? |
don't want to be a side chick forever, she'd better
watch out. I'm next in line and if Romeo can't marry
me too, then one of us must die and it most certainly
won't be me. After Sonto reprimanded these idiots
she calld her friends, she asked me aside.

Sonto: "Sophie, may | have a word with you?”

Sophie: "Sure.”

| got up and followed her.



Sonto: "What the fuck, Sophie?”

Sophie: "Askies?”

Sonto: "What are you playing at? Where did you
suddenly get the money for all these outfits? And
your driver? And why are you worming your way into
my life? If | didn't know better, I'd say you're trying to
be me.”

| couldn't help, but laugh.

Sophie: (laughing) "Sonto, ga se wena fela mo
Rockville o kgonang go zola (You're not the only one
capable of hustling in Rockville). O se kereya kae
sebete seo sa go mpotsisa masepa ao (Where do
you get the audacity to ask me such shit)?! Wa tella
wena mokgwa wa gao (You're actually very
disrespectful).”



Sonto: (annoyed) "Sonto, this is MY club, MY friends.
Go make your own friends at the local tavern or
something.”

Sophie: (laughing) "Wena wa ntebala ne (You forget
who | am). | can turn that cheap Malaysian weave of
yours upside down anf shove it right into your ass.
You forget that | hold all your secrets, dear
Nomasonto. You wouldn't want me to tell dear
Romeo what you did to his beloved wife, do you?
That you're the reason Kgaugelo became motherless
at the tender age of 9.”

| saw panic in her eyes even though she tried to hide
it.
!"

Sonto: "You wouldn't dare

Sophie: "Keep fucking with me and I'll do it. Stay in



your lane, Sonto. I'm here to stay. This little charade
you have going on here by running everyone's lives is
about to come to an end.”

| left her standing there in pure shock as | went back
to my new found friends.

Sophie: “Ladies, this Capello scene ya tlapela (is
boring), man. Why are you guys acting like you never
grew up in the ghetto? And wena (you) Bianca?
You're from Alex, Gomora in fact and you're coloured,
so you're used to rough places. Enough of this, I'm
taking you guys to Rocafela, my treat.”

Anelisa: (surprised) “Oh, | could really use a serious
dance.”

Rachel: "What do you say, Sonto?”



Sonto: "Mxm, | decide where we go for
entertainment.”

Sophie: "Uh, uh, uh, no my dear Sonto. We're a team
and we all have feelings. Hand up if you feel that we
should all decide on where we'd like to go.”

They slowly put their hands up, leaving me with the
unanimous decision. I'm loving this new me, I'm
going to break Sonto piece by piece.

Sophie: (smiling) "I guess you're outnumbered, Soso.
You can join us or do something better. Your
choice.”

| left with her three friends as she reluctantly
followed us. Shame, | can't wait to see her beg me
to get out of her life.



Thato

After our swim, we headed back to our room to
change. We took a wuick shower together to get rid
of the chlorine on our skin and headed back outside
on the veranda. Kg started marinating the meat
while | got the salads and snacks ready for our
evening braai. Palesa and Soks came towards us
walking hand in hand and all smiles. I'm too
shocked for words, but all | can say is that Kg knows
his thing shame.

Thato: "Heh, chomi (friend), I'm loving this. | see
you've sorted things out.”

Palesa: "Yes, well sort of.”

Thato: (frowning) "Well, he found the pregnancy
tests in my bag and confronted me about it. | had to
lie and say that it is indeed his baby. You should



have seen him, Thato. He's so happy, | couldn't
burst his bubble like that. | don't know what Kg said
to him, but thank him for me. | have my Soks back
and it's all thanks to him.”

Thato: "Well, I'm glad you're alright, babe. | just hope
this won't blow up in your face. Lies have a nasty
way of coming out.”

Palesa: (displeased) "Thato, since when are you
such a relationship expert? | mwan can't you at least
be happy for me? It's bad enough my own father
fucks me almost every day and got me pregnant and
now my best friend can't even pretend to be happy
for me?”

Wait, what? Palesa realized she just blurted out her
big secret. Oh, my God!

Thato: (shocked) "Palesa, what the fuck?”



Palesa looked down and changed the subject, for
real. | can't believe she would hide such a thing from
me, from everyone. Why the fuck hasn't she gotten
the fucker arrested?! | knew there was something
dodgy about that guy. | just knew it!

Palesa: "Forget | said anything.”

Thato: "Pali-"

Palesa: (snappy) "l said forget it!”

| looked at her and froze, literally. Kg and Soks
stopped whatever they were talking about and
stared at us.

Kg: “Is everything okay?”



Thato: (teary) “I... | need some air.”

| just stormed off while | didn't even see Palesa
follow me. How the fuck can a father sleep with his
own daughter and get her pregnant?! My God! |
can't even breathe, | feel like this is even more
traumatic for me than it is for her. she quickly ran
after me and stopped me.

Palesa: "Thato. Bona chomi eish (Look friend), I'm
sorry. | didn't mean to snao at you, okay? It's really
no big deal.”

| couldn't even believe she just said that. | looked at
her and saw no emotion in sight. Fuck that monster
damaged my friend so much, she took everything he
handed to her lying down without a fight. It seems
as if it's even become a norm to her.



Thato: "No big deal?! No big deal, Palesa?! Your
own father has been raping you!”

Palesa: "Shhh, wa rasa le wena (not so loud). Yes,
he's been raping me, okay? But don't you see? | get
to have a second chance at life with Soks.”

Thato: "Palesa, why don't you get him arrested?
What about your mom?”

Palesa: “l can't... My mom... My mom knows. She
knew all along.”

Now I've heard it all! Bathong (Goodness), Mme
Anelisa, a Rockville Diva knows her husband is
molesting her child and is doing nothing about it?

Thato: "Let me help you, Kg can help you.”



Palesa: "No! | don't want Soks to look at me
differently, he'll think I'm damaged goods. He won't
want to sleep with me anymore. Don't you get it? |
love Soks.”

Yoh, | honestly don't know what to do and | wish she
hadn't told me any of this. How do | walk around
keeping such a heavy secret burning me from the
inside like this?

Chapter Twenty One

Proverbs 21:23 - "Whoever keeps his mouth and his
tongue keeps himself out of trouble.”

Thato

My weekend was ruined just like that. | tried my
utmost best to be happy and enjoy the rest of the
evening, but ny heart was just not at ease. | faked
smiles and conversations here and there. | don't



even know why I'm the depressed one when Palesa
is having the time of her life.

She's having fun with Soks as if she never even
confessed abuse and rape and incestual pregnancy
to me just a few minutes ago. Ai. We ate our meat
and food in peace and had our drinks, thank
goodness Soks and Palesa just couldn't wait any
longer, they took it to their room, leaving Kg and |
alone.

Kg: (puzzled) "Baby, o shap (are you okay)?”

Thato: (sigh) "Yes, just tired.”

Kg: "You do know that | know when you're lying,
right?”

Thato: (looking down) "Eish, Kg. What would you if a



person very close to you told you a really big secret
that could destroy other people's lives? But you're
not sure if you should even keep the secret because
it has destroyed her life already.”

Kg: "Hmm, tough one. |think you should tell
someone who can really help your friend. | mean,
she'll probably be mad at you at first, but once she
sees you did it for a good cause, she'll thank you for
it.”

Thato: "l wasn't talking about Palesa, ypu know?”

Kg: (chuckling) "Yeah, sure. Come, don't let other
people's misery ruin your weekend.”

We packed away the rest of the food that was left

over and headed to our rooms. That goodness the
rooms allow for self catering. We don't want to be
disturbed. | hardly drank much today, but | need to



please my man for a change. | have to get myself
out of that Palesa zone and give my man a blowjob
finally. I've never done it, so | asked Palesa for some
tips since she's rhe expert, but she's just so rough,
so | got the book 30 Tips to blow his mind. It
teaches women about giving oral sex to a man.

Porn won't really yeach you much, but | tried
watching some videos.

We got into our room and | didn't waste time. |
downed the rest of my cider and kissed Kg. He's tall,
very tall, so | had to signal to him that | want to kiss.
He was puzzled at first, but very pleased with my
gesture in the end. | fondled his crotch and pulled
out of the kiss. | unzipped his pants as he kissed me
neck, while taking off my dress as well. After
removing all his clothes, | gathered all the courage
left in me.

Thato: “Lie down on the bed.”



He smiled and did as instructed. | carefully got on
my knees on top of him and held his dick. | could
see the pleasure in his eyes already as | played with
his balls gently using my hands.

Kg: (moaming) "Hmm, baby...”

| positioned myself and went dow. | was about to
plant my lips and tongue on his abdomen, until he
gently paused.

Kg: “You don't have to unless you're sure, baby.”

Thato: "l want to.”

He nodded in affirmation as my tongue met with the
tip of his penis. | slowly teirled my tongue on the tip,
and | felt him tense up already. Both his hands
gently massaged my curly hair in pleasure.



Kg: (moaning) "Hmm, shit, TT...”

Bathong (Gosh), | haven't even started yet. | took a
bit of the tip into my mouth. It tastes a bit salty, but
not bad at all. Kg is extremely clean, so | have no
worry. | went a bit further, taking him into my mouth
bit by bit, in circular motion, while my hands were
rubbing the rest of his dick and balls. The faster my
motion became, the harder and louder he moaned.

Kg: (moaning) "Aaabh, yes, baby. Tjo, shit! O
nketsang (What are you doing to me)?”

| went faster and faster, then slower again. |
proceeded to alternate in between paces and | felt
his breathing change rapidly, he was close.

Kg: (moaning) “Aaah, baby. Shit, I'm about to come,
move please.”



Eish, the thing about tryingbto prove a point nje, |
didn't move and he shot his load into my mouth. |
quickly wentbto the bathroom to spit it out. Sperm
taste weird, slimy and just unnatural to have it in
your mouth. Maybe one day I'll get used to it. | went
back to the bed and found Kg already waiting for me.
Does this dude ever get tired? He smiled at me and
gave me a passionate kiss, and dipped his finger
into the entrance of my pussy, causing me to moan
instantly in his mouth.

Thato: "Aaah...”

He pulled out of the kiss and got down on his knees
while | was standing. He positioned me, so that my
one leg would be on his shoulder, as he devoured
me while kneeling on the floor. The euphoric feeling
you get when you feel someone's tongue and lips
down there is amazing.



Thato: ( moaning) "Aaah, daddy.”

It's weird how | always switch from Kg to daddy
during sex. It's become a norm now. | gushed on
his face as usual and he lay on the bed, pulling me to
him. | guess tonight is my time to be in charge. I'm
a bit excited and | can see the excitement on his
face. | slowly positioned myself on top of him and
inserted him into me. He went wild instantly.

He grabbed my bums gently, fondled my breasts
and squeezed my nipples. | went in circular motion
and then bounced on top of him. Oh, my Kg went
wild. | felt myself going crazy, | mean all the other
positions are nice, but woman on top has some sort
of power attached to it. It makes you go crazy,
especially the extra pleasure you feel deep inside of
your vaginal walls.

Apparently it's your gspot. Iread up a bitoniit. |
rode him until we both climaxed as | dropped on top



of him. I thought he'd want to take a break, but nope,
he quickly wiped the both of us and flipped me over
for doggy style position and went at it again. We
made amazing love until he finally gave in. | never
knew drunk sex could be so nice. Well, he was the
drunk one to be exact.

Kg: (breathing heavily) "Fuck, that was amazing,
baby. Ke gore today you told yourself that you'd
blow my mind away, neh?”

Thato: (laughing) "Well, did I? Blow you away?”

Kg: "Both literally and figuratively.”

We both laughed.

Kg: “l love you, Thato.”



Thato: "I love you too, Kgaugelo.”

Whenever we tell each other we love one another
and using our names, it just feels like it's a promise
to one another. We were about to doze off until we
heard Palesa and Soks arguing just next door. Yoh,
these people want us to be chased away. Kg
checked the time and it's just after midnight. We
can't even pray with these two fighting. We could
even hear them.

Palesa: "0 ntseya bjang, mara Soks (What do you
take me for, though)?!”

Soks: "Hai, man P, calm down. It's not what you
think.”

Palesa: "0 ska nhlantsha (Don't piss me off)! Why
would Sonto be sending you all those nudes?! O jola
le di gogwane, Sojs (Are you dating grannies now,



Soks)?!”

Soks: "Eish, man P. Wa rasa (You're making noise).
Let's talk about this like adults, please.”

Palesa: "If you want to talk, mfe phone eo (Give me
that phone)!”

Soks: "Hayi (No), it's mine, mos (isn't it)?! Aowa (No),
now you're being dramatic.”

Yoh, Soks just likes adding fuel to the fire.

Palesa: "Eng (What)?! O re ke dramatic, Soks (Are
you calling me dramatic)?! Ke tlao bontsha bo
dramatic (I'll show you dramatic)!”

We could hear Palesa walking up and down shuffling.



| don't know but | feel like this is about to turn into a
disaster.

Thato: "Kg, maybe we should go check up on them.”

Kg: "Okay, you stay here.”

| nodded as he got out of bed and quickly wore his
gown. Meanwhile, | was listening attentively to the
two of then squabbling.

Soks: "Hai, man Palesa. O tlo stressa ncosi ya ka
(You'll stress my baby out). Ska etsa so (Don't do
this).”

Palesa: "Ja, akere wena o iketsa clever (You think
you're clever)! O busy o nyobana le digogwana
(You're busy fucking grannies), meanwhile wa
nshapa, Soks (you hit me)! O mpya e bjang wena,



mara (What kind of a dog are you, though)?! Nagana
fela (Just imagine), a whole grown woman! Am | not
enough for you Soks? Heh (Huh)?! Isn't it bad
enough that you treat me like a piece of shit?! Why
don't you just let go of me so | can be free of all this
shit, Soks?! Why?!”

Something didn't seem right. Kg was knocking on
their door, but the door seemed closed. Soks
seemed like he was in panic.

Soks: "Pali, please, put the gun down.”

Oh, shit. Palesa has a gun aimed at Soks?! Thisis a
shitty mess, really.

Palesa: (crying) "You keep hurting me, Soks. A man
who loves a woman shouldn't treat her the way you
treat me. | deserve better, | deserve peace of mind.”



Soks: "Please, Pali. | can change, just please give
me a chance.”

Palesa: (crying) "Where were you when my father

helped himself with me all those years? Where were
you when you fucked me like an animal, then | had to
go home with bruises given my you and my own dad
had to shove his dick inside of me? Where were you
when my own mother walked in on my dad raping

me when | was ten, and he told her to close the door.

She did as she was told. Imagine, a mother is
supposed to protect her children, but instead, she let
him have me - every single night! | went crying to her,
bleeding from my anus and | told her what he had
done to me. | said to her 'Mama, bona papa o
nkeditse eng (look what daddy did to me)'. And do
you know what she said?”

Soks was quiet all this while, and Kg just seemed to
be fighting with the door, begging her to open up.



Palesa: "She said to me 'Palesa, do it for the family,
for us. If you don't, we'll be out on the streets. We'll
lose this lavish lifestyle, is that what you want?’
Imagine that, at the tender age of 9, | lost my
virginity to my own father. | had my period early in
life thanks to him. He even treated me like his wife
instead of my mother.

You were supposed to be my sanctuary, my place of
safety, but instead you just did the same thing he did
to me. You used and abused me, turned me into a
bedroom whore. Now, I'm pregnant with his child,
Soks. Do you know what it's like to be me? Surely
the world would be a better place without me in it.
No one loves me, only Thato has been the sister |
never had and even that wasn't enough.”

Soks: "No, no no. Please, Palesa, Don't do this. We
can fix it together, please. | promise I'll change for
you. | promise, I'll deal with your father, just please



don't do this!”

| ran out of our room and saw Kg standing outside of
theirs. | was in panic mode, and so was he. The
caretaker rushed to us, livid.

Caretaker: "What is going on here? We don't want
any drama!”

Thato: (frantic) "Enough with your bullshit, man! If
you don't open that door right now, one of them will
die!”

He quickly heeded my warning and opened the door.
As soon as he did, Kg jumped in first. We saw
Palesa holding a gun and pointing it at Soks.

Soks: "Pali, baby, don't do this.”



Palesa: (crying) "You never loved me, Soks. You
never did.”

Thato: (scared) "Please, chomi (friend), don't do
this.”

Palesa: (crying) "l love you, Thato. | always have and
| always will.”

Fear crept up and quickly turned into panic.

Thato: (panicked) "No, Palesa, please!”

Palesa quickly took the gun and aimed it below her
chin.

Palesa: "Please forgive me. Goodbye."



| saw the most horrific scene that will forever be
engraved into my mind. | heard my first ever
shotgun, | encountered my first ever suicide and my
only friend, my best friend, just shot and killed
herself right there in front of me, i front of all of us.

| stood frozen in shock as | saw her lifeless body
drop down to the floor. Soks had his hands on his
head and started screaming, the caretaker lost his
mind and started screaming for help. All | heard was
the faintness of their screams. | just stared at blood
oozing from Palesa's brain.

This can't be, this can't fucking me. Her pure white
gown, was slowly getting stained by her blood. Kg
held me and pulled me out of there. | could see
myself walking, but my legs felt numb. | heard Kg's
words as if they came from a distance, until he
shook me back to life.

Kg: “Thato! Thato! Are you okay?”



Then that same moment came back to me, the
moment she blew her own brains out. | kept
recalling the moment the gun went off. | looked at
myself and saw a few blood stains on my gown. |
vomited profusely on the floor, as Kg held me. And
just like that, | lost two very important people in my
life in the very same year.

Chapter Twenty Two

Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

Thato

| was a complete mess afr vomiting. Kg says it's
just shock. | was even shaking and shivering like |
was feeling cold. Soks was a real mess, just sitting
on the ground, staring at Palesa’'s body. Kg was by
my side right through, while the caretaker was



standing afar, giving the police a statement. The
paramedics came and checked on her. We had all
given up hope that Palesa didn't make it. | was
deeply distraught until | heard them say something
hopeful.

Paramedic: ”| feel a pulse. It's faint, but it's there.”

They quickly did the necessary things and laid her
onto the stretcher. Soks followed them and the
police Pestered us as usual.

Policeman: "I'm afraid we need a statement from
you, sir, from all of you before you leave.”

Soks: (fuming) "Don't fuck with me! If you want a
statement, you can follow me!”

He followed the paramedics into the ambulance,



while Kg and | got into his car.

Kg: (sigh) "You don't have to go, baby, really.”

Thato: (softly) "Kgaugelo, please pray with me.”

He just nodded. | felt the deep desire and an
incredible need for prayer. There's a glimmer of hope
that she might make it out of this alive. | can't lose
Palesa, not now. We still have to experience varsity
and be each other's maids of honour, be each other's
children's godmothers.

Thato: "Dear God, Modimo yo a rategang (Our
beloved God), | come before you as one of your
children. I'm not perfect, but | plead for your mercy,
your kindness, your grace. | ask you dear Lord to
please protect my friend and help her survive this. It
is not her fault that she underwent all the abuse and
trauma.



Oh, God, my heart is in a great deal of agony, my
heart cannot take anymore despair. Was it not you
in 1 Peter 3:14 who said "But even if you should
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear
their threats ; do not be frightened"? You promised
us that you'd be there for us and reward those who
suffer in your name. Was it not you in 1 Peter 4:1
who said "Therefore, since Christ suffered in his
body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude,
because whoever suffers in the body is done with
sin.”

Did you not mean Palesa would be free from sin
since she suffered immensly at the hands of her so
called father? Where were you, Oh, Lord?! Where
were you when she was in despair, in pain and
endured suffering?! Why bless a man like that with
children knowing very well he'd abuse her like that?!
Was it not you who said "I knew you before you were
born” in Jeremiah 1:5?! You knew her father, you
knew the kind of monster he would turn out to be yet



you gave him Palesa, why oh, Lord?!

| didn't question you when you took my mother away
from me, but now you want to take away my only
friend, when she needs me the most?! | beg of you,
dear God, have mercy on me, on her, on us. Give her
a second chance at life. In John 7:38 you said
“Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said,
rivers of living water will flow from within them.” |
ask this in Jesus Mighty Name. Amen.”

| didn't even feel the tears burning my cheeks and
myself shiver in anxiety.

Kg: “Let's go.”

Kg started the car as we headed to the hospital.
Upon arrival, | saw Soks sitting on one of the chairs
filled with dejection, and a whole lot of regret.



Kg: "Mfo (Bro), Ba reng (What are rhey saying)?”

Soks: (teary) "Nothing as yet. She's in surgery.”

Kg: “I'll get them to call her parents.”

Soks: "No need. They have already been notified.
Apparently they're on their way as we speak. Thato,
why didn't you say anything about what Coin was
doing to her? All these years...”

Thato: "l didn't know, | only found out just before the
braai.”

Soks: (angry) “I know, | was a shitty boyfriend to her,
but | love her. Coin will regret this for a whole
lifetime. Then I'm going for Anelisa. That bitch will
regret everything she's put Palesa through.”



Anelisa Lekgau

| was having the time of my life at Rockafela with the
girls. | mean Sophie actually brought life into this
group. Where has she been all our lives? We're so
over Sonto and her bullying tendencies. The music
is hip, the food is flowing and the alcohol is buzzing.
| can't remember the last time | even had braai meat
and a Savanna in my hand.

Bianca: (dancing) "Sophie, where have you been all
my life?! This is just what we needed, man. Not
golfing with big bellied, fat men and talking about
which latest car to buy.”

Sophie laughed out loud.

Sophie: "You people just forget about where you
come from as soon as you become rich. Life is too
short to walk around with a tight ass.”



Rachel: (laughing) "Cheers to that.”

Sonto on the other hand is sour as fuck, barely
saying a word to anyone.

Anelisa: "Hao? Sonto? Loosen up a bit, man. Yazi
uyakhohlwa ukuthi besi groova e next door (You
know, you forget we used to party next door).”

I"

Sonto: "Mxm, Anelisa, ska ntena (Don't bore me)

| saw Coin appear out of nowhere looking distressed.
Mxm | don't even want to talk to the bastard. He's
the one who replaced me with my own daughter.
Imagine, making me pregnant only to fuck the very
child that came out of me.

Coin: "Anelisa, masihambe (let's go).”



Anelisa: "Angiyi ndawo nawe (I'm not going
anywhere with you).”

n
!

Coin: "Palesa shot herself, dammit

| felt like my whole world came to a standstill. |
must have heard wrong.

Anelisa: "Utheni (What did you just say)?!”

Coin; "Palesa shot herself in the head. She's in
hospital as we speak. Let's go.”

Everyone was looking at me. | know, they're
probably judging me. Who knows if they even heard
the rumours already. Yes, | Anelisa Lekgau sold my
only daughter to her father. | allowed him to have
sex with her and in turn he made her pregnant. And



now, she has killed herself all because of me. |
deserve everything that's coming to me. | sacrificed
my own child for money and riches.

Anelisa: (angry) "This is all your fault, Coin!”

Coin: "Not here, Anelisa, please.”

Anelisa: “If not here, then where, Coin?! Where?!
Was | not enough for you?! Was it not enough that |
did everything for you?! But you just had to do it,
didn't you?! You just had to molest, rape and
sodomize your own daughter! You impregnated her
and now she had the last straw and killed herself!”

Coin: (calmly) "Ungazongi hlanyela wena Anelisa
(Don't be stupid). I'd never do such a thing.”

Bianca: (shocked) "So, it was all true?!”



Sonto: "Yes, every bit of it. He fucked his own
daughter, day and night, whenever he had the
chance.”

Sophie: (bewildered) "You knew about this Sonto
and didn't even try to save the poor girl?!”

Sonto: (surprised) "What? No, guys, you got it all
wrong. I'm not the bad guy here, Coin is! And
Anelisa! She's the poor excuse for a mother, not

n

me.

Coin: "I have no idea what you're-”

Rachel: "Shut up, Coin! You're fucking disgusting! ['ll
make sure you pay for this! I'm going to tell Paper,
Romeo and Quatro. You'll regret ever shoving your
filthy dick into your defenceless child's vagina!
Shame on you!”



Anelisa: "You make me sick, Coin!”

Sophie: "Why are you acting like you're better than
him? You're just as much tk blame as he is. You
knew about it and you allowed him to rape your only
child, Anelisa. Is this what the Rockville Divas' motto
is? To allow and cover up abuse?”

We were all so surprised and embarrassed as we
stared at each other.

Sonto: "Mxm, don't act like you're better than any of
us, wena Sophie!”

Sophie: "Oh? Why is that, Sonto? What am | hiding?
Am | hiding a child that | dumped-”

Sonto: "Okay! | get the picture!”



Rachel: “I think you both should leave. Anelisa, go
say your last goodbyes to your daughter. Wena (You)
Coin, the squad will be waiting for you and don't you
dare make a run for it.”

| stormed out of there, as drunk as | was, | got into
my car and sped off. Oh, Lord what have | done?

Sonto Moloi

I'm so angry right now. Sophie is out to finish me, to
ruin every last bit of me. Was this her plan all along?

Sonto: "Hey, wena (you). Don't mess with me. What
the fuck are you playing at, Sophie?”

Sophie: "Sonto, I'm not your mate or any of your little
helpers you shove around at your house. Don't talk



to me like that. I'm just being me, babe. | didn't do
anything wrong.”

Sonto: "How much will it take for you to disappear?”

Sophie: (chuckling) "You mean how much of
Romeo's money will it take for me to disappear.
Disappear and go where? This is mt hometown,
baby. I'm not going anywhere.”

Sonto: "But Sophie you don't belong here, you've
never had an interest in this type of life.”

Sophie: "Things change, babe. Besides, judging
from your friends, | fit in right perfectly.”

Bianca: "Yoh, Sophie, what do you think we should
do?”



Sonto: (shocked) "I'm the one who decides what we
do around here!”

Rachel: "Sit the fuck down, Sonto. Sophie had much
better ideas and perspective than you. Besides, she
asks for our opinions and values our input unlike

n

you.

Bianca: "Sophie? What now?”

Sophie: ”I say we surrender him to mob justice. Let
them beat him to death.”

Sonto: (shocked) "We don't kill the men around here.
They are the ones who bring in the money.”

Sophie: "You call a thing like that a man? He raped
his own child and drove her to suicide. Tell me,
would you let him go scott free? Bianca? Rachel?”



They both shook their heads. These traitors!

Sophie: "If I didn't know better I'd say Sonto is in
favour of rapists.”

Bianca: (angered) "Well, are you Sonto?”

Sonto: (sigh) "Of course not.”

Rachel: ”I say let's do it. I'm all in. Sophie can take
Coin's share in the business. It's high time we get

the firm hand of a woman in this business, ladies.

What do you say?”

Fuck this! Sophie waltzes into our club and already
she gets a stake in this business?! We all had to
grovel and work hard for a mere 1% share in this
business! | need to find out what her plan is and



who is behind her new and sudden look!

Chapter Twenty Three

2 Corinthians 1:3 - "Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from

God.”

Thato

Life is truly something else, you know. The one
minute everything could seem so okay, and then in
an instant everything can change, all because of a
person feeling too overwhelmed to speak. | feel
sorry for Soks, but in a way he is partly to blame for
this. A life lost at the tender age of 18. How cruel is
this life? We waited in agony and suspense in the
waiting room. We hardly said a word to each other,



while poor Kg was alternating his attention between
Soks and I.

Kg: “I'm going to get us all something to drink so
long.”

| nodded as he left while Soks barely said anything.

Soks: "It's all my fault, Thato. I'm a horrible guy, I've
never been a good boyfriend to her. You know, the
first time | saw her, | noticed her killer body, her
beautiful chocolate skin. But the one thing that
made me fall for her was her loud and care free
personality. | grew up in a very strict household. My
father would beat my mother to a pulp every evening
after coming home drunk.

I'd wake up along with my siblings and me being the
oldest, | saw everything from a very young age. He
would find my mother had finished cooking and the



poor woman was reading her Bible most of the time,
at times he'd find her sleeping. He would kick the
door wide open and demand sex from her. We lived
in a one roomed shack, Thato. Can you imagine that?
A whole father wanting sex right in front of his
children. She'd beg him to stop and plead with him,
but he'd beat her up so badly.

| intervened as it got worse and he'd beat me up too.
He stepped on my manhood when | was 12, and he
looked me straight in the eyes and said to me "Akere
o monna wena nou? O gafisa ke go mela marete! Il
show you what real men do! (You're a man now,
aren't you? Your ability to grow balls has gone to
your head)!” He tore my poor mother's clothes apart
as she begged for his mercy.

| was in so much pain, that | tried to fight him off her
with the little power | had left in me, but he pushed
me off him so hard, my arm broke. The physical
pain | was in was nothing compared to the



psychological trauma he engraved into my head. My
mother was hopeless ad he rammed into her like
she was an animal. From that day onwards, he
would have his way with our mother right in front of
us.

Until one day, | decided | had had enough. At the age
of 16, | started working for Romeo. | helped him
build this empire, | mean yes, drugs kill the youth, but
what else was | to do? | couldn't endure another
moment of suffering. My mother's beauty had faded
along with her faith in God at that time, all because
of a useless man | called my father.

| had made enough money to be able to get my
mother and sisters out of that house. | took them to
a neighbour's house for a brief visit and waited for
my father to come back home. | had already poured
petrol all over the shack. | wanted nothing to be left
in it, and | wanted the whole place gone, along with
the bitter memories thereof. He came home and



found me sitting on one of the chairs in our small
man-made kitchen.

He barged in and started yelling at me and insulting
me as usual. When | just stared him in the eyes, he
tried to raise his fist at me, but | blocked it and threw
him down. | opened the door and stood outside. 1 lit
my lighter and looked at him for the last time. The
bastard even had the nerve to laugh at me. | still
remember his final words to me. He said "You'll
never be better than me, you'll just end up being an
even worse version of me.” | knew then | wouldn't
regret the decision | made that night.

| threw the lighter into the shack and watched him
burn to death. | literally stared at him as the flames
grabbed his entire body, and | saw him take hid last
breath. He was the mighty cobra, the terrorizer of
the community. If you dared tell him shit he'd cut
your throat off. Everyone was so happy that | burnt
him to death, that when the police came to



investigate, they all said that he slept with the candle
on while drunk.

From that day on everyone knew Soks, they
respected me. | made sure that crime was a thing of
the past and that women were protected in our
neighbourhood. I'm probably the biggest hypocrite,
here | am Soks the protector of women and children,
meanwhile | work for the biggest drug lord in
Rockville. My mother named me Solomon, just like
the one in the Bible.

My mother believed | was destined for greatness,
but | hated that name. So, | called myself Soks,
Since | used to love Happy Socks in school. My
mother would be so ashamed of me right now. |
treat my sisters along with my mother like gold, yet
here | was treating Palesa like complete shit.”

Shit, now | feel like trash. | should never have judged
Soks like that. We both found ourselves in tears.



Now | know why Kg never spoke badly about him
and never rejected him. This is such a painful story,
| don't even know what to say. Parents have such a
bad way of damaging us at times. Soks is beyond
damaged.

Thato: "It will be okay, Soks. She'll make it. Then
you can make it up to her, to yourself as well. God
gives second chances.”

Kg came back and gave us some coldrink.

Thato: "Thank you, babe.”

He kissed my forehead. We then heard a lot of noise
coming through.

Anelisa: (shouting) "Where is she?! Uphi
umtnwanami (where's my child)?!”



She was about to jump at Soks, but he held her by
her throat. Shuu, that escalated pretty fast.

Kg: "Soks, let her be.”

Soks: (bewildered) "O nagana gore o mang wena
(Who do you think you are), Anelisa?!”

Kg: (calmly) "Not here, Soks. Mo tlogele (Leave
her).”

He roughly let her go as she dropped to the ground
coughing. She went mute all of a sudden. | can't
even look at her, she revolts me. The doctor came
out looking really drained.

Doctor: "Palesa Lekgau's family?”



We all stood up and stared at him. | tried to read his
face and search for some hope, but he looked down
and took a deep sigh. | knew then that it was over.

Doctor: "I'm sorry, she didn't make it.”

| felt myself collapse into Kg's arms, while Anelisa
was screaming and throwing a tantrum on the floor.
Soks buried his head in his arms and just let out a
loud wail. This is it, my best friend is gone - forever.

We went back to the guest house and immediately
packed our bags. We couldn't even stay another
moment in there knowing that our friend took her
own life in one of those rooms. Soks looked at the
spot where Palesa lied for the very last time before
we left. We got into the car immediately and Soks
lay in the backseat. Kg drove us back home, at 3am
in the morning. My poor man, this weekend was



supposed to be all about fun and little did | know it
would be the last time we even see Palesa. Upon
approaching Rockville, we found a whole mob of
people burning tires and holding weapons. It looks
like they're teaching someone a very hard lesson. Kg
opened the window and asked one of the people
what was happening.

Kg: "Ekse (Hi), go vayang (What's happening)?”

Guy: "Ah, community e trapa Bra Coin (The
community is beating up Mr. Coin).”

| wish Kg hadn't opened the window, because as
soon as he said that, Soks quickly got out of the car.

Thato: "Kg, go after him!”

Kg got out of the car while | peeped out of the



window. As soon as Soks walked through the crowd,
they paved the way for him. That's how scared they
are of him. Coin was on his knees, with a tyre
around his neck, with a bleeding lip and one half
closed eye and his hands tied behind his back. He
looked really bruised, everywhere.

| then got the shock of my life as | saw Bianca,
Rachel, Sonto and Mmane (Aunt) Sophie standing
around him. Sophie looks like the head of the gang
with a lighter in her hand. She looks so different,
with a whole new wardrobe set that screams
expensive. Where she even got the money, who
knows? | then saw Romeo, Bianca's husband Paper
and Rachel's husband Quatro also standing around
him. Ja neh, so this is what they meant when they
called themselves the Rockville 8. My question is
what on earth is Sophie doing there?

| saw the crowd chanting until Sophie stopped them
and started speaking.



Sophie: "My fellow people, as you can see, we are
here to punish one of the evil community members.
This man has rhined his daughter's life. He raped
her at the knowledge and presence of his wife. He
even impregnated her, bagaetsho (my people). We,
the Rockuvill Divas are showing you that we don't
tolerate abuse in any way, shape or form. Now, let's
deal with him.”

Funny enough she abused me get she's acting all
holy over there. The crowd cheered and while she
was trying to speak, Soks took out his lighter and set
Coin on fire. He looked at him and then gave them
all a look while he was screaming in agony and left.
Kg came back to the car and drove us to his place. |
don't know what Sophie's plan is, but | know she's
not one to be trusted.

Chapter Twenty Four

Psalm 18:2 - "The Lord is my rock, my flortress and



my deliverer; my God is my rock in whom | take
refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.”

A few weeks later

Thato

It's been a really stressful few weeks. After Palesa's
death, everything felt like it's going downhill. Coin
was burnt to death, and Anelisa apparently got into a
car accident. She drove her Audi RS8 while drunk
and now she's wheelchair bound. She's no longer
part of the Rockville Divas, thanks to Sophie.
Speaking of Sophie, she's just taken over her new
reign as the Queen of the Divas.

She even has a driver that drives her around like
she's the queen of England. She's forever dripping in
labeled clothes, especially Prada and Dior, not even



Sonto dresses like that. We all have no idea who her
supplier is, but it must be someone very rich. Had it
been anyone from Rockville, we would know by now.
It's so bad that every time | tutor Tumisho, Sonto
makes sure she's there just to ask me about
Sophie's whereabouts and plans.

| mean, she suddenly is acting all nice towards me
now and she's really annoying me. | can't even
pretend anymore. | always make sure | hurry out or
find an excuse not to mingle with them because
wow, that lady can pretend. It seems as if she no
longer holds any power over the Divas, which is
frustrating her even more.

Soks has gone away ever since Palesa's death.
Thanks to Kg, he agreed to finally get help. I'm super
proud of him for admitting his problem and for
seeking help. | can't imagine how he would have
turned out if he hadn't seeked help. Apparently he
was sleeping with both Sophie and Sonto, can you



imagine that? | just hope that Romeo doesn't find
out, or else she will reap what she has sown, and
knowing Romeo, he'll most definitely leave her with
nothing.

| on the other hand struggled to sleep for days after
the whole Palesa incident. | kept having nightmares
until Kg booked me an appointment with a therapist.
lve been a bit better ever since and shame, he really
tries. He still gets up with me at night to ensure |
study hard for my final exams and I've already
started with my first paper. | love the way he loves
me and | can honestly say | am truly blessed.

We just went to get some Burger King. I've been
craving it for some odd reason and believe me when
| say I'm not much of a beef fan. Even Kg is so
surprised, but he figured it must be PMS or
something. My boobs have enlarged a bit and are
tingly and sore, which is a sign of PMS. It's a real
bitch if you ask me, but such is life. As we were



about to enter the gate so that Kg could park his car,
we saw a familiar car driving out of the yard. That's
Sophie's driver! What on earth is she doing coming
out of Kg's house alone at 9pm? | looked at Kg and
he dismissed me immediately.

Kg: "Aowa (No), baby. No gossiping, remember?”

Thato: "But aren't you even a little curious?”

Kg: “Niks, baby. The only way | managed to stay
alive and healthy until the age of 26 is by minding my
own business. Take it from me, etswa mo tsona
(leave it).”

| guess he's right, but | mean I'm just a bit curious,
that's all. Maybe | am a bit nosy. | need to work on
that.



Sophie

Oh, life is so good now that I'm literally the new
Queen Diva. I've even devised a new business plan
with Soks gone now. These puppets all answer to
me, even their useless husbands. | have managed to
get them more stock and make them more profit
than they've ever made in their whole entire
existence. Imagine moving from making R100 000 a
month to making R400 000 a month! That's a 300%
difference. | have no idea what Stupid Sonto has
been doing all this time, but I'm being worshipped
now. It's only a matter of time | reclaim my spot as
Romeo's wife and then I'll clean him out. He'll learn
his lesson and regret the day he made me lie about
my pregnancy. After a very short round as usual, |
lay on Romeo's bare chest. | so miss Soks, man.

Romeo: "Sophie, | hope now that you are making
enough money you have decided to stay away from
Thato. She's happy and she's about to be my



daughter-in-law.”

Sophie: (puzzled) "Eng (What)?! Are you saying Kg is
planning on paying lobola for Thato?!”

Romeo: "Yes and | fully support it. | swear, Sophie, if
you dare pull that job I'll make sure you regret it.”

Mxm, this man. He thinks he owns me, I'm a
Rockville Diva now.

Sophie: "Romeo bathong (goodness), | swear | let
that go. Thato can keep her little million, | have an
empire to run.”

Romeo: (chuckling) "You mean my empire.”

Oho, he doesn't know me this one, | have bigger



plans and I'm way ahead of him. | said my goodbyes
and headed out. | saw Kg and Thato waiting in front
of the gate as | drove out, but she knows better than
to spill the beans. I'd make sure she lives to regret it.

Sonto

Life has been almost unberable ever since Sophie
decided to be the new me. | can't stand her even
more now. | mean who does she think she is? I've
tried to get information from that bitch Thato, but
she's not budging. | decided to do my own
investigation. | found out that the driver is on
Romeo's payroll. | refused to believe it at first.
Romeo couldn't possibly cheat on all of this for
Sophie. | mean she has no ass even!

| decided to follow her around. Every Tuesday and
Thursday she met up with Romeo at one of his
guests houses. | felt like | was dreaming. Now I'm
patiently waiting for her just outside her house. | got



the driver on my payroll now and he just notified me
that Romeo and Sophie are having their little
rendezvous in my house and in my bed! How could
Sophie do this to me? It's high time | end it all, she's
a waste of space clearly. | sae the driver drop her
off at the gate and | followed her in. | pointed the
gun to her back, just as she was about to open the
gate. The stupid bitch isn't even observant.

Sonto: (pointing gun) "Hi, Sophie.”

Sophie: (alarmed) "Sonto! Why the fuck would you
scare me like that?!”

Sonto: "Keep moving or else I'll shoot you right here.”

She cautiously walked into the house and | got even
more stunned. Ntate Moruti Patrick was naked in
the living room with Maria. What the fuck is
happening in Rockville mara (though)?



Sophie: "Ag, man, Mama! Why le ira dilo tse snaaks
so (Why are you doing such nasty things) in the
lounge)?!”

Maria: "Ag, man le wena! You said you won't be
home!”

Patrick: (rushing to get dressed) "Please, bana baka
(my children). Don't tell my wife, please!”

| seriously don't have the time for this. | pointed the
gun at Patrick who nearly pissed himself.

Sonto: "Shesha, mdala (Hurry up, Grandpa)! | don't
have all night!”

He quickly ran out while Maria stared at me in shock.



Sonto: "And then? Umeleni wena (What are you
waiting for)? Hamba nawe (You should also leave)

|"

She hurried to the bedroom.

Sophie: (annoyed) "Ag, man Sonto. You can't just
barge into my house and make demands and threats,
man!”

Sonto: "Point of correction, this is Thato's house.
You don't have a home, remember?”

Sophie: (annoyed) "Listen here, bitch. Tell me what
it is you came here for so that you could get the fuck
out of my face. I'm tired and I'd like to sleep.”

Sonto: "Oho, so you decide to fuck my man and now
you want to take over my life?! Who do you think



you are, Sophie?”

Sophie: “I'm Sophie Maake, and yes, your dumb ass
took so long to notice that | was fucking your

useless husband. Newsflash, bitch, Kagiso is also
his child.”

What the fuck is Sophie playing at? Rhat can't be. |
had my eyes wide open, trying to digest her
bombshell.

Sophie: "Yebo (Yes), she's his blood, so you snooze
you lose, sweety.”

Sonto: (bewildered) "So this was your plan all along,
huh?!”

Sophie: "Oh, yes. And if you try to do anything,
Romeo will know about your past. I'll also blurt out



what you did to Kg's mom. Yes, | own you now,
Nomasonto. Game over, bitch!”

| stood there looking at her and all my rage surfaced.
This bitch played me, and either way she's going to
end up telling Romeo about my past in any case. I'm
going to lose it all in the end, so | might as well face
the music. I'll make sure she regrets everything she
had done to me in a heartbeat. Killing her now
would be a total waste and too lenient. | didn't think
twice, | pulled the gun and pointed it at her. This
time she saw that | wasn't joking.

Sophie: (panicky) "Sonto, man. | was playing. Let's
talk about this, please!”

| shot her in the abdomen and in the thigh. She
screamed out in pain and Maria stormed out of her
room.



Maria: (shocked) "Wa gafa (Are you crazy), Sonto?!
O tla mpolayela ngwana (You'll kill my only child)!”

Sonto: (pointing gun at Maria) "If you dare tell
anyone about this, I'll come back to finish the both of

n

you.

| stormed out and got into my car and drove off. It's
high time | come up with a plan to end her and
Romeo once and for all. I'm no soccer ball and no
one will play me.

Chapter Twenty Five

1 Peter 2:1-2 - "Therefore, putting aside all malice
and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,
like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation.”

One Month Later



Thato

Life had been getting there, | even got accepted at
Wits and Kg has already signed a lease for the new
building he's going to use as his company premises.
I'm so excited and so is he. As soon as he pays my
lobola for me as we discussed, we're moving to
Johannesburg. | wrote my last paper today, and
although I've been feeling pretty fatigued and worn
out, | am happy I'm done with my matric.

| haven't seen Sophie in a while and apparently she
got shot that night we saw her leaving Romeo's
house. Sonto shot her, | mean wow. I'd most
probably also have done the same, having my so
called friend sleep with my husband and replace me.
I've been seeing more of Sophie and Kagiso here and
honestly, | just wish | could get rid of them. It feels
like they'll always be following me. Kg isn't even the
least bothered, even after finding out that Kagiso is



actually his sister.

| think Sophie expected first class treatment, but
seems like things have taken a turn for the worst for
her. Romeo is hardly home and Kagiso has to take
care of her and dress her wounds. | might have the
chance to get them out of my house and be at peace.
They can't be living in my house while hating me,
though.

I've been so stressed lately that | even gained some
weight. A few of my jeans are a bit tighter now, my
breasts are still fuller and my face is a bit swollen.
Perhaps | need to see a doctor, but I'm honestly so
tired today. Kg would like us to go celebrate with a
proper outing and | really don't feel like it.

| never say no to shopping, but wow this time I'm
really not in the mood at all. Kg has been trying to
get me out of bed since 9am, but I'm still tired as
fuck and it's 12pm now. He stopped trying at about



10am ans | honestly thought I'd be feeling much
better and energized after sleeping for so long, but
I'm actually worse.

Kg: "Baby, tsoga (wake up).”

| reluctantly dragged myself out of the bed and
headed to the bathroom, but he followed me. A, |
paid no mind. Just as | was about to pee, he
stopped me and pulled out a pregnancy test. What
the hell?

Thato: (irritated) "What is this, Kg? Please don't tell
me you actually want me to take a pregnancy test.”

Kg: (looking down) "TT, I'm actually surprised you
haven't noticed.”

Thato: (frowning) "Heh (Huh)?”



Kg: "All your cravings, your mood swings, sleeping a
lot, fatigue, the weight gain and large breasts, even
the swollen face? You didn't eve notice that you
haven't had your period in over a month now.”

| stared at him and started processing what he said
to me and then it hit me. Oh, fuck! | widened my
eyes and felt my heart race at a faster pace.

Thato: (worried) "Kg...”

Kg: (sigh) "Look, baby. | know we didn't plan this, but
it has happened. You're done with school and we
were going to get married anyway, so I'd like to pay
Lobola next month instead of January. Why wait?”

| felt a bit dizzy and sat down on the toilet seat.
Fuck, I'm not ready for a baby! When did this even
happen? | mean I've been using my patch



consistently. Then | remembered the weekend after
Palesa passed on. | was a mess and | think | forgot
to put it on on time. Oh, shit, this can't be happening
to me. | felt the tears stream down my face
involuntarily.

Kg: (worried) "Hey, Baby, look at me, please. | know
this comes at a shock, but know I'm not going
anywhere. Unless you have doubts about us?”

Thato: "Of course not, Kg. I'm just so surprised and
scared. You don't even know for sure if I'm pregnant
or not.”

Kg: "Thato, you're my world. Allow me to carry your
fear so you won't have to be scared. You are my
future, please allow God's will to happen. And |

know you're pregnant, | can feel it. Just take the test,
please.”



| took a deep breath and decided to pee on the stick.
Kg is so weird he's sitting there watching me do it.
This guy. | put it on the basin and washed my hands
then sat back on the toilet seat. He kneeled down
before me and held my hands.

Kg: “Thato Maake, | know we never planned this
baby, and | can assure you that | never intended on
ruining your future. | love you so much, baby and I'm
willing to do anything for you. | know you're scared,
but please don't think of even killing our child.”

| saw the glistening tears in his eyes. Oh, wow, does
Kg really think | have it in me to abort a growing baby
inside of me?

Thato: "Kg, I'd never do that to you -to us. I'mjustin
shock and scared, but know that | trust you. Your
family will think that | trapped your or something.”



Kg: (chuckling) “A man's job is to protect his wife's
peace. If they think so then they're better off without
us in their lives. | choose you and I'd choose you
over and over again.”

| gave him a hug and | could honestly feel that Kg
was being genuine. Kg would never leave me, well,
hopefully. He took a look at the test since | was
dreading it. | saw him become ecstatic immediately.

Kg: (overjoyed) "We're going to be parents, baby!”

He hugged me and spun me around. Shit, | was
secretely hoping that it would be negative, but |
guess God blesses in mysterious ways.

Kg: “l love you, TT. | promise, | won't let you down.”

| trust Kg and | decided on that day that | would trust



him no matter what.

A few weeks later

So, we went to the gynae and indeed it was
confirmed that | am indeed pregnant. I'm about 9
weeks pregnant now and already Kg is treating me
like an egg. We haven't told anyone about the
pregnancy, as | didn't want people to get the wrong
idea about our reason for getting married.

Kg proposed the following day, as always he
surprised me and bought me a beautiful sapphire
diamond ring. He keeps checking on me every five
minutes and has already started buying a few baby
clothes. He just can't contain himself. | love what
he's doing although morning sickness is dealing with
me heavily.

Today is the 12th of December and since Kg sent



out the letter to Sonto and Maria a week after we
found out about my pregnancy, he wanted us to get
married before | show. | don't even want to have a
white wedding, we can do that later. Of course,
Maria and Sophie were so happy, since they just
want to milk the Moloi's. Kg's royal family is
supposedly coming today and although I'm
supposed to be at my house, | decided to do things
differently.

I'm leaving with Kg and his father all the way to my
house. | don't trust Sophie and Maria and | don't
trust Kagiso either. They might know I'm pregnant
and try to do something to my baby because we all
know that deep down they don't like me. | got into
my setswana attire and gosh, how | wish both Mama
and Palesa were here today. | know Palesa would be
super happy and would have probably been drinking
by now, telling me to stop stressing. | lost my best
friend, but | know | carry her spirit with me
everywhere | go. Kg came down dressed in his
gorgeous suit. He has to look respectable.



Kg: "Are you ready to go, Mma (Mrs) Moloi?”

Thato: (smiling) "Sure. | can't wait for this day to end.
My feet are already killing me.”

Kg: "l promise I'll give you a lifetime of massages
after this.”

We smiled and headed out. Romeo asked to drive
his own car so Kg and | got into his. We spoke
about how life will be aftwr this day, and | said a
short prayer. We barely even drove out and made it
to the next robot. The next thing | saw was a VW
Golf ramming into Kg's side and he was instantly
unconscious. The screetching sound of the tyres
and the lound bang of the metal paralyzed me with
instant fear and shock, that | felt a sudden pain in my
stomach.



| looked over at Kg and he was all full of blood with
his head on the steering wheel. | panicked and tried
to wake up, but he didn't respond. | was still shaken,
as | tried to open the door, my hand got cut by a few
glass pieces from the windscreen. | looked over to
his side and | was met with horror.

Two guys approached our car wearing balaclavas. |
heard a car driving towards us and | suppose that's
Romeo. One of the two guys started shooting at
Romeo, while the other one opened my door and
pointed his gun at me.

Thug 1: "Ekse (Hey)! Phuma wena voetsek (Get the
fuck out of the car)!”

| slowly tried, but my legs failed me.

Thato: (scared) "Please... Please don't hurt me...”



Thug 1: "Eh, man wena, princess fiona! | didn't come
here to play! Ngi se spaneng (I'm at work)!”

Thug 2: "Hey, man, just drag the bitch out! The cops
must be coming!”

| tried to beg the guy to reason, but he didn't listen.
He dragged me out forcefully, while dragging me on
the tar road. | could feel the road scratching my legs
and digging into my skin.

Thato: "Please... I'm pregnant!”

Thug 1:"Eh, man fok (fuck)! Ngi se spaneng wena
(I'm on the job)!”

They threw me into the boot and | tried to fight him
once | realized that this was actually a kidnapping.



n
!

Thato: (screaming) "Thusang (Help me)

The guy hit me with his gun on my forehead and |
saw darkness.

Chapter Twenty Six

Psalm 38:19 - "But my enemies are vigorous and
strong,

And many are those who hate me wrongfully.”

Deutoronomy 24:16 - “Fathers shall not be put to
death because of their children, nor shall children be
put to death because of their fathers. Each one shall
be put to death for his own sin.”

Thato

| saw my mother dressed in white, standing in front



of a beautiful lake, calling my name.

Petunia: "Thato, ngwanaka tsoga (My child wake
up)."

| slowly woke up and saw her.

Thato: (teary) "Mama...”

Petunia: (smiling) "It's me, my baby. Listen, forgive
me for never telling you the truth.”

Thato: "What truth, Mama? | know you're not my
biological mother. | forgive you and thank you for
seeing me worthy enough to be your daughter.”

Petunia: (shaking head) "No, my child. Your mother,
she's an evil woman. She was hurt by a man she



deeply loved - your father. She'll explain everything
to you. Please, Thato, know that from now on life is
going to be tough until it gets better. You're going to
endure hardships, but it will all be worth it. Such is
life, ngwanaka (my child). Keep praying and you'll
meet your husband again, and you'll get to find out
the real truth about what happened to your father.”

Thato: "0 ra bjang, Mama (What do you mean)?”

Petunia: "Don't forget to pray.”

She faded away, and | felt cold water being splashed
on me. | gasped for air and opened my eyes. |
found myself tied to a chair in a very filthy room,
reeking of dirt.

Thug 1: "Vuka, nja (Wake up, dog).”



Oh, no. Mama, it was all just a dream. | felt my tears
build up again as | remember what happened. My
head hurts like hell. Oh, no, Kg! What happened to
him? Did they kill my Kg? My baby.

Thug 2: "Ai, nawe Sporo. Wa m'shaya nge ntshiza
vele (Did you have to hit her with your gun, though)?
Bona untswembu njani (Look how gorgeous she is).
| can most definitely see myself on top of her.”

Thug 1: "I bet her pussy is white as fuck.”

Thug 2: "Glow in the dark.”

The both laughed as | burst into tears.

Thug 2: Mxm, ah uyabona ke manje (You see now).
Boss Lady never said anything about babysitting.
Mina | don't want this man, fok (Fuck)!”



| then heard a familiar voice approach us. Oh, no!
Sonto!

Sonto: "Now, now, boys. Settle down. thisisn't a
joke, man. Ni busy nina niyadlala lana (You're busy
playing here)!”

| looked at her and she's still dressed in expensive
clothes, but her beauty has faded and she even has
darker skin. Her skin no longer had that glow, what
the hell happened? Where has she been? And why
is she holding me hostage?

Sonto: “I sent you your payment. Now leave, I'll call
you if | need you.”

Thug 1: "Sho sho.”



Thug 2: "Hola.”

Sonto: (smiling) "Hello, Thato. We meet again. Well,
I'm sorry for the circumstances, but am | really sorry?
Nah, not sorry.”

She let out a disgusting laugh and | saw a few of her
teeth missing. Oh, God, what did | ever do to this
woman?

Sonto: “I'm sure you have a million questions going
through your mind. Like why are you even here?
Why do | hate you so badly, correct?”

| didn't even have the strength to answer her.

Sonto: “It's alright. I'll tell you anyway. Do you
remember that day you first came to the house and
you gobbled all my delicious food? How Raymond



would keep referring to your birthmark? Well, dear
Thato, I'm sorry to break it to you, but you're my
daughter.”

What? Is this some kind of joke? | stared at her in
astonishment.

Sonto: "l know, right? | mean imagine me giving
birth to a hideous curse like you. You ruined my life,

n

man.

Thato: (teary) "But... You're...."

Sonto: "Dark? | know, hey. Well, your mother fucking
cheating father is or was white. | don't know where
the fucker is. Yes, he cheated on me and left me for
a white woman. | was an embarrassment to my own
family, Thato. | couldn't even look them in the eye.
When | told my mom | was pregnant, she
immediately threw me out. | had to build my own



shack because of you.

When | told that white fuck that | was pregnant, he
dumped me. | mean who dumps Sonto, though?
Anyway, he dumped me and | was stuck with you.
Of course, Sophie thought it would be the perfect
plan to get rid of you, but | had faith. Until you were
born. You came out and were the spitting image of
your father. | couldn't bear to even look at you. It
was bad enough | pushed you out of my body.

So, | thought long and hard about what to do with
you. | couldn't dump you just anywhere because
everyone knew that | had just given birth. So, | came
up with a brilliant plan, | put you on the mattress in
my shack and set the shack on fire. | went out to
drown my sins and when | came back the next
morning, | found people had already put out the fire.
| was pleased knowing they didn't see any baby. As |
was about to Leave, | heard a loud cry.



| couldn't believe it when | removed all the metal and
rubble, you were right there. The only part that was
damaged and burnt on you was a part of your back
and bum. That's it. It was a miracle, sure, but God
surely made a mistake when he gave me you. So, |
decided to hike all the way to Rockville. | put you
into a rice plastic bag and as soon as | got to the
dumping site, | threw you in one of the bins and |
left.”

She spoke about dumping me like it's such a normal
thing to do. She was even smoking and staring at
me in disgust. I'm so hurt, | can't even describe my
emotions. How can a mother even hate her own
offspring like this?

Thato: "Why do you hate me so much, Sonto? What
did | ever do to you?”

Sonto: "Haven't you been listening to a word I've just
said? For atop achiever you're actually quite slow.



Don't you get it? | hate you, I'll always hate you. You
make me sick and | curse the day | birthed you.”

Her words cut deep, | won't lie, but I'm so used to
such words than Kg's love for me took all the pain
and insecurities away.

Thato: “Then why didn't you just tell me and let me
be? Why did you have to hurt Kg and kidnap me on
my wedding day?”

Sonto: (chuckling) "The world owes you nothing,
sweetheart. This was all Sophie's plan, she had
planned it all out before she started fucking with my
husband. Well, Romeo begged her notto do it, so |
decided to go ahead with it and pin it on her. She
has to suffer for stealing my perfect life.”

Thato: (crying) "Please, let me go... | promise, | won't
tell anyone.”



Sonto: (laughing) "You're so funny, boo, really.
Besides, Kg is gone and you're going to give me your
R1 million. I'm a bit low on cash as you can see and
you're my only way out.”

| honestly don't care about money right now, all |
want is just to get out of here and be with my Kg. |
don't need this drama in my life. How do | even
explain this to people? My own mother kidnapped
me and stole money from me?

Thato: "Look, Sonto, you can have it all, just please
let me go.”

Sonto: "I want you to suffer first, to feel what | felt all
those years. | want you to always remember this
day. It's a pity | ruined your beautiful day, shame.
You should have seen the whole setup, the cake and
even the surprise poor Kg had for you. He bought



you a car, | mean really? | give birth to you and you
live a better life than me? Wow, honey, you're too
good.”

She was just rubbing salt to the wound, actually.
How can she torture me like this? I've always felt
that Sonto is evil, but this, this just takes the cake.

Sonto: "I'll leave you to think about your new life
while | wait for my IT guy. The nice life Kg had given
you is a thing of the past. Now that you're going to
be introduced to the real world, you'll know how to
stand on your own two feet, just like | did.”

| felt myself burst into tears.

Thato: "You're so evil, Sonto! | wish nothing but a
painful death upon you!”



Sonto: "That's alright, love. In the end we're all going
to die. I'll see you a bit later. Bye.”

Sonto left me screaming and shouting there on the
chair. | tried my utmost best to wiggle out of the
chair, but | failed. As | tried to jump towards the
door, | fell to the side while tied to the chair. This is
the worst that could ever happen to me.

| must have dozed off because | got woke up by
Sonto splashing cold water on my face yet again.
She pulled my chair up and | winced out in pain. My
whole body is stiff and my abdomen feeld like it's on
fire.

Sonto: (sigh) "It was pointless of you to try and run,
you know. Look now, you've caused yourself
unnecessary pain and discomfort.”

Thato: "Please, Sonto, let me go. I'll give you the



money. Just please, think of me, think of my baby.
You still have some good in you.”

| blurted out and | regret it.

Sonto: (wide eyed) "Did you just say, baby?”

| kept quiet and immediately regretted my choice of
words.

Sonto: "Well, we can't let you have that baby, now
can we? | mean I'm not ready to be a grandmother
and besides, why would | let you pollute this earth
any further by giving birth to more of my offspring?”

| felt like | was in a dream. |Is Sonto really serious?
What the fuck is she trying to do to me?

Chapter Twenty Seven



Isaiah 41:10 - “So do not fear, for | am with you; do
not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen
you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”

Thato

Petunia: "Thato, my baby, tsoga hle (wake up). Wake
up and pray.”

Thato: "Mama, | can't. A ke na matla (I have no
strength).”

Petunia: "Rapela (Pray), Thato. You have a destiny
to fulfill. Now is not the time to give up.”

| felt cold water being splashed on my face yet again
as | gasped for air. My body is so weak, my spirit is



numb. I'm so dehydrated that | can't even think
straight anymore. | must have even pissed myself
since I've been tied onto this chair probably for two
days now. | don't even know which day it is or if Kg
is even alive. How does one even go about praying
when you're staring death in the face? | looked up
and saw Sonto standing before me with an unknown
tall guy, holding a laptop in his hands.

Sonto: "Vuka wena (Wake up). Tony, this is Thato,
my dear daughter who owes me her life. Do your
thing. Here's the phone.”

| saw the guy sit on another chair in front of me, as
Sonto took out a cigarette and lit it. | can't even cry
anymore, | have no more strength in me. I've been
so loyal, well, | think to God. I've stayed out of
trouble and | have maintained a good relationship
with Him. | have been reading my Bible and praying,
going to church. Now why do | deserve to be treated
like a dog? Do | deserve to be crucified for at least



trying to be a good person?

That Tony guy was busy on his laptop and | just
hope and pray Sonto takes the million rand and
leaves me with something. How else will | survive
when | don't even have an income? | want to go
study next year and my fees are already going to
cost me over R50 000 for the first year. My life was
so well planned out, | was going to get married to the
man of my dreams and get my degree, have my baby
and have my happily ever after. Now it's all gone
and taken within a split second.

Why is it that all the good people always suffer?
Look at Mama, she was a good person, too good for
her own good, actually and she died of cancer while
people like Sophie, Koko and Kagiso go around living
their lives as evil people.

Tony: "The money has been transferred straight into
your bank account.”



Sophie: "Good. Is there any more money?”

My heart started beating at an abnormal pace as |
saw the guy give me a brief stare.

Tony: “No, that's it.”

| breathed a silent sigh of relief.

Sonto: (chuckling) "You didn't even bother to save
any of your money, you idiot. Kg's dick was that
good, huh? It's a pity, | would have loved to taste
him. Thanks, Tony. I'll be in touch.”

The guy nodded and looked at me with so much pity.
| don't know why no one has even bothered to come
look for me. Am | that unwanted?



Sonto: "Now that all the formalities are out of the
way, it's time for the big task.”

What is she even talking about? She walked out of
the room and came back with a bowl filled with
sciccors, knives and gloves. | started panicking as |
saw her put on her gloves.

Thato: (panicking) "Wha... What is that?! What are
you trying to do to me, Sonto?!”

Sonto: (calmly) "Relax, baby girl. | told you last night,
I'm not ready to be a grandmother and you're
nowhere near ready to carry my offspring.”

| looked her dead in the eye hoping that she was
joking, but she was dead serious. Oh, my God! She
wants to remove my baby from my womb! This
can't be happening, Lord, this can't be. My mind is



going crazy, and I'm frantic right now.

Thato: (terrified) "Please... Please Sonto, I'll do
anything, just please, please don't do this to me, I'm
begging you!”

Sonto: (chuckling) "It's amazing what people can do
in a distressed situation. | mean look at you now,
you acted like you were better than me and now
you're begging me? You thought you could be better
than me? Your own mother? | birthed you, honey, so
you're just as fucked up as | am. You'll never
amount to anything in life. And | can't risk that for
your unborn child.”

| panicked as she untied my legs. The immense pain
| felt around my ankles as she untied the rope,
cannot be compared to the emotional turmoil that
was boiling inside of me.



Thato: (teary) "Please Sonto, please!”

She took off my underwear as | kicked her on the
face. She fell to the ground and | saw her mouth
bleeding. She looked at me with so much venom in
her eyes.

Sonto: (angry) "You bloody bitch!”

She got up so fast and slapped me so hard, | felt my
ears ringing. She called the two thugs who
kidnapped me.

Sonto: "Eh, Sporo, Spilo, wozani man (Come)!”

They rushed in and saw me sitting on that chair, with
my underwear off. | was completely exposed. I've
never been rhis humiliated in my entire life.



Sporo: (staring at my vagina) "Smoko (What's the
problem)?”

Sonto: "Voetsek (Piss off)! Focus on the job at hand!
Wena (You) hold her arms, wena (you), hold her
legs.”

Does Sonto really hate me this much that she would
degrade and abuse me like this?

Thato: (screaming) "Sonto, please! Please kao kopa
(I'm begging you)!”

| tried wiggling my way out, but the two guys were so
strong, | couldn't move. Sonto put a dirty cloth in my
mouth so that | could stop screaming. She spread

my legs apart. | begged and begged whilr screaming
internally. |1 begged God to hear my cry and save me.



"Modimo (God), where are you?! Where are you
when | need you most? Was it not you in Jeremiah
33:3 who said "Call to me and | will answer you and
tell you great and unsearchable things you do not
know.”? I'm calling upon you Lord, hear my cry and
save me from this misery!”

| said an internal prayer, but my prayer was unheard.
Sonto shoved her hand into my vagina painfully and
inserted what seemed like pills. | cried but the tears
failed to make their appearance. | screamed but my
voice failed to reach my lips.

Sonto: "Done. It shouldn't take long now. Nina, Tie
her onto the bed. | want her to at least be
comfortable as she says goodbye to the seed inside
of her.”

She gave me a long look as the two thugs tied me up
to the bed and lay me there. They didn't even have
the decency to cover me up down there.



Sonto: “One day, you'll thank me for this.”

She said that and walked out. I lay in that filthy, hard
bed and wondered if God even exists? Have | been
praying and worshipping someone who doesn't exist?
Surely He can't exist when I'm in so much pain and
when the world is filled with so much evil. | can't live
like this, what else will come after this? Will she Kkill
me? Leave me for dead? As | started thinking of all
these thoughts, | felt an immense pain in my
stomach.

| can't even scream or cry, I'm tied onto a bed and I'm
being forced to get rid of my baby. | don't even know
whether it was a girl or a boy. Kg was so excited and
now, his seed is gone, being ejected from my body
like a piece of shit. The pain became worse by the
minute. The more pain | felt, the weaker | got. | felt
myself get wet down there and | knew | was bleeding.
The smell of the blood was so strong, | couldn't even



stomach it. | felt my stomach turn, but even so, |
couldn't vomit because there was no food in my
stomach.

| felt myself slowly fade away, while | heard my
mother's faint voice.

Petunia: "Hang in there, Thato. Be strong, I'll always
be with you...”

| felt my eyes become weaker and weaker.

Sonto: “It's done. Do as | told you. Throw her off
and leave. Make sure no one sees you.”

That was the last time | heard or saw anything in
that room.



Sophie Maake

We all sat and waited for Thato to arrive at her
Lobola ceremony. Everything was all set and good
to go. I must be honest, all I'm excited about is the
money. l've let go of her and | have tried to stop
tormenting her. | don't need her money in any case.
We were all waiting patiently, while | was sipping on
some Dom Perignon, until a neighbour came running
towards us telling us that Kg had been shot and
Thato was missing.

Honestly, it was as if God's grace had finally started
to make an appearance in my life. Everything was
coming well together. I'd like to give myself credit
for this, but it wasn't me. Romeo came speeding
towards the gate and nearly bumped me over. He
walked out with a bleeding arm, it seems as if he had
been shot in the arm. Before | could ask anything, he
grabbed me by the throat with his one hand.



Romeo: (pissed) "It was you, Sophie, wasn't it?!”

Sophie: (begging) "Aah, wa nkgama (You're choking
me)!”

He let go of me roughly as | dropped to the ground
while grasping for air. Everyone stared at us in
shock.

Romeo: "You did this! After | begged you not to do
it!”

Sophie: “| swear, Romeo, this time it wasn't me. |
had nothing to do with this.”

Romeo: "This was all part of your plan, wasn't it?!
You thought | wouldn't find out that you were trying
to take all my money from me and leave me broke?!
Do you see why | never married you to begin with,



Sophie?!”

| looked at him wide-eyed. How the fuck did he find
out?

Romeo: "Ja, tomola mahlo (keep widening your
eyes), sefebe ke wena (you bitch)! You'd better hope
and pray Kg makes it and you'd better pray that
Thato gets found, or else, o nyele (you'll shit
yourself)!”

He got back into his car and drove off in high speed.
This has Sonto written all over it. Who does that?
Who does she think she is? Does she really think
Petunia died a natural death? Yes she was going to
die eventually, but | couldn't let her live that long. |
had to see her take her last breath and | was
especially angry that she didn't even bother to leave
me a single dime! If she thinks I'll let her go just like
that, she has another thing coming. It is time | find
her and teach her a lesson she'll never forget - even



in death!
Chapter Twenty Eight

Matthew 6:34 -"Do not worry about tomorrow,;
tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for a day
is its own evil.”

Two weeks later

Sophie

Ever since Romeo told me shit on the day of Thato's
supposed wedding day, everything has been a shitty
mess. We found out that Kg was admitted into
hospital and was in a comatose state. Meanwhile
Thato is still missing, Romeo filed a missing
person's report and even now we still have no idea
where she is. Now that Romeo has completely
written me off, | have to rely on my old ways again.



I'm still trying to track Sonto down and believe me
when | say that I'll make her pay when | do find her. |
tried telling Romeo the truth about Sonto but he
didn't even give me a chance to speak. Things are
so bad that Romeo just packed his stuff and left. He
sold the house and took Tumisho with him. He even
left with Kg, we have no idea where he went. To
make matters worse, he left with all our profit.

These bitches don't even have brains. | have no idea
how they even got into this business without brains.
| might not have finished school, but I'm a serious
hustler. Even Paper and Quarto are fucking clueless,
so | have no other choice but to get an investor. We
don't have enough capital to buy start up
merchandise and | know just the person to help me.
| walked to her house and knocked.

n
!

Mma Moruti: "Tsena (Enter)



| walked in and she was a bit surprised to see my
new look. | hardly go to church so she's a bit
shocked. She's heard a few rumours about my
transformation, but this is the first time she sees me
like this.

Sophie: (smiling) "Hi, Glenda. O kae (How are you)?”

Mma Moruti: "Heh! Sophie, man! (Clapping hands) O
robetse le mang gore o kgone go reka Prada,
ngwaneso (Who did you sleep with in order to afford
Prada, babe)?”

Mxm, Glenda wa ntlwaela waitse (Is really full of shit,
you know).

Sophie: (chuckling) "Heh, Glenda. A se wena o ka
bolelang masepao (You out of all people can't say
such shit to me).”



| saw her expression change immediately.

Glenda: (angered) "How dare you come into my
house, the house of the lord and talk to me like
that?!”

She was shouting and ranting, throwing tantrums is
really not on my menu of the day today. Patrick
walked up to her and was very surprised to see me.

| could see him start to shake. I love having a hold
over people, especially holy people. These two don't
know me. | can crush them both immediately, and
make the congregation burn them both to death.

Patrick: (nervous) "Ah, Sophie. O kae (How are
you)?”

Sophie: "I'm good, Ntate Moruti (Pastor), wena
(you)?”



Patrick: "Ke right (I'm okay). O ka thabela tee (Would
you like some tea)?”

Glenda seemed to be angered even more by
Patrick's politeness.

Glenda: "Hey wena, Patrick. Tee ya masepa (Fuck
tea)! Koba motho o (Chase her out)! Wa tella (She's
rude)!”

| gave Patrick a look and he knew exactly what he
had to do.

Patrick: "Aowa, man Glenda. A re utlwe gore o nyaka
eng (Let's hear what she has to say). God never
chases people away, so who are we to chase a
member of our community who might be in
desperate need of our help?”



Glenda was breathing heavily in frustration but kept
quiet. She really lives by what people say about and
think of her. She would rather die than have people
think she's the rude bitch that she actually is.

Sophie: Kea leboga, Ntate (Thank you, pastor). |
came here with a business proposal. I'd like to open
my own business well it's actually a non-profit
organization. I'd like to open a soup kitchen for all
the needy people in our community, especially
women and children. You see, Ntate, people like
Romeo uplifted the community and now with him
gone, we are all suffering. People are going hungry
and they resort to crime. We can't have that.”

Pastor: "Hmm, you really have something good in
mind there. | like the idea, although Romeo was
accused of dealing in drugs, he is still a child of the
lord and he did do a lot for our people. | love it, what
do you think, Love?”



Glenda: (annoyed) "Ja, | guess it's something.”

Patrick: "How much do you need for this amazing
project of yours?”

Now he's talking. I'm planning on going big this time,
we'll have to make our own stash from now on, no
more buying from suppliers. It's high time these
people got to know who Sophie Maake is.

Sophie: "l won't need much, Ntate, just R100 000.”

Glenda immediately flipped.

Glenda: (angry) "Eng (What)?! Over my dead body! |
can't-"

| didn't even allow her to finish her sentence. | might



have stopped going to church long ago, but | do
know the Bible, all thanks to my mother.

Sophie: "Luke 12:2 "Nothing is covered up that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.”

They both looked at me puzzled, while Patrick
looked down in shame.

Sophie: "Proverbs 11:13 says "Whoever goes about
slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy
in spirit keeps a thing covered.”

Glenda: "Sophie-”

| interrupted her even further.

Sophie: Ecclesiastes 12:14 - "For God will bring every



deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether
good or evil.

Luke 8:17 "For nothing is hidden that will not be
made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not
be known and come to light.

The Seventh Commandment says "Thou shall not
commit adultery.”

You see, | know of someone, a very prominent
someone who's married but is having an affair. |
also know his wife likes doing the same, even
worse.”

| saw Patrick start sweating, while Glenda was also
panicking. These two don't know me at all.

Sophie: "The sixth commandment states "Thou shall



not kill”. 1 know of a very prominent figure who killed
a small boy to silence him. Shame, it's amazing
what goes on behind closed doors right here in
Rockville, you know.

The Eighth commandment says "Thou shall not bear
false witness against your neighbour.” Basically,
God hates liars, and | myself am guilty of that at
times.

1 John 1:9 says "If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness. | think it's time | confess
my since, Pastor. | need salavation.”

| saw Glenda quickly have a change of heart.

Glenda: "She'll make a great community leader, don't
you think, Love?”



Patrick: "Absolutely, my love.”

Glenda: "Actually, I'm going to give you R200 000.
What do you think, Love?”

Patrick: (smiling) "Oh, yes. | love the idea. Is that
fine, Sophie?”

Sophie: (smiling) "Absolutely. You're so generous.
Here are my banking details, | expect the deposit no
later than today so that | can start the preparations.’

)

Patrick: "Oh, God is working through you, Sophie.”

Sophie: "Amen, Pastor, Amen! Le saleng sentle,
akere (Keep well).”

With that said, | walked out and headed to Bianca's



house. It's high time | started grooming these
bitches to work hard and play hard at the same time.

Thato

| heard some machines beeping, my eyes feel so
heavy, the light is blinding my eyes as | try to open
them. | looked around and | see another bed next to
me, with people | don't even know. | saw amanin a
white coat standing in front of me. | tried to speak,
but my throat feels so dry.

Doctor: (shocked) “Miss! You're finally awake! Can
you see me?”

| nodded.

Doctor: "Good, you can hear me. Can you tell me
what your name is?”



| tried to speak but my throat is just too dry.

Thato: "Wa.... Wa... Ter...”

Doctor: "Come again, Miss?”

| pointed at the glass of water next to him and he
helped me drink with a straw inside. | gulped the
whole glass down and nearly choked on it. | feel like
| have been dead for a while.

Thato: "Where am 1?”

Doctor: "You're in hospital. You've been out of it for
two weeks. When you came in here you were in a
very bad state, Miss. Abortion is a choice when you
do it the legal route. You almost died because of all
those pills you used. I'm still amazed you didn't lose



your womb.”

Wait, what? Abortion?

Thato: (surprised) "Excuse me, doctor, abortion?”

Doctor: "You don't remember taking any abortion
pills?”

Tears started streaming down my face as | recalled
what happened. Sonto killed my baby. How cruel
could a woman be?

Doctor: "Miss, I'm really sorry. Perhaps I'll need to
inform the police if you didn't do this yourself. Do
you know your name?”

Thato: "Thato, Thato Maake.”



Doctor: (shocked) “"Now | remember you! | saw a
picture of you on the news a few weeks ago. They
reported you missing.”

There's hope, maybe Kg has been looking for me.

Thato: "Has anyone come to see me perhaps?”

Doctor: “I'm afraid not, Miss. I'll look into it, don't
worry. Hopefully we'll find your family.”

Thato: "Where am 1? | mean I'm from Rockyville.”

Doctor: "You were taken to Netcare Milpark Hospital,
but after being stabilized and they couldn't identify
you, they had to being you here to Charlotte Maxeke
Hospital. You're in Parktown, Miss. You seriously
don't remember anything?”



| shook my head. | can't trust anyone anymore. Who
knows who is working with Sophie now?

Doctor: "Alright then. [I'll call the police right away.”
Chapter Twenty Nine

John 16:33 - “I have told you these things, so that in
me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

Thato

I'm so numb | can't even explain the feeling. | feel
like a dark cloud has suddenly come over me. | don't
even have my phone, ID or anything on me. Where
will | even begin? How will | even go home? Do |
even still have a home? | have to go back to being
abused in my own house, miserable and broke. |



can't be subjected to that life again, | can't.

My life has changed, but ny fate probably hasnt. |
will find a way to get my own place and register for
my course next year. | can't afford to live inres, as |
have about R180 000 or so in my account and that
won't last me for more than a year. If | have to get
my own place and study material, | have to get a job
too. This is going to be tough, but | have to do it.
The doctor disturbs me from my thoughts as he
walked in with the police.

Doctor: "Thato, the police are here. They'd like to
have a word with you.”

| nodded.

Doctor: "Please be brief, my patient has to get some
rest.”



Policeman 1: "Don't worry, we won't take much of
her time. Ms. Maake, my name is Detective Matjeke,
and this my partner Luitenant Xaba. Can you
remember what happened to you before you were
found?”

| looked down as | thought long and hard by my
answers. |I'm afraid to disclose anything, but I'd
rather risk half of the truth.

)

Matjeke: "Miss Maake, we really don't have all day.’

He's so insensitive for a police officer. What
happened to doing your job with a passion?

Xaba: "Wait, man Matjeke. You'll scare her off.
That's not how it works, not how we work. Step
aside.”



That Matjeke dude clicked his tongue and stepped
aside. | got irritated immediately. I've always heard
stories about the ill-treatment of the police, but |
never thought I'd actually be at the receiving end.

Xaba: "Forgive my partner, Miss. Please tell me
anything you remember before you were found.”

| sunk on the bed and took a deep breathed and
sighed.

Thato: "It was supposed to be my wedding day. My
fiance and | were in the car and drove out to my
family. We didn't even get to my house when a golf
6 rammed into us. They hit the driver's side and my
fiance instantly got knocked unconscious. These
two guys came towards me with guns. They
demanded that | walk out, but | was in pain. |
begged them to leave me, but they took me with
them. They dragged me out of our car and into the
boot. They hit me with a gun and | woke up tied onto



a chair.”

He was jotting things down while Matjeke looked
annoyed. The doctor was standing there feeling
sorry for me as | wept and wiped my tears away.

Xaba: "Okay, did they tell you why they took you
with?”

Thato: “No, they took my money, R1 million from my
late mother's life insurance policy. They... They put
an abortion pill inside of me when | told them I'm
pregnant and | don't remember anything else.”

| lied because I'm actually terrified of Sonto. Who
knows where she might be and who she's
scheming with now? Although I do recall those two
guys dumping me in some field and they took my
diamond necklace and diamond ring. | don't even
know how greedy people can be.



Xaba: "Hmm, you said you're from Soweto?”

Thato: "Yes, Rockville.”

Xaba: "What was your fiance's name?”

Was? Why is he referring to him like he's dead?

Thato: "His name is Kgaugelo Moloi, the son of
Romeo Moloi.”

As soon as | said that they both looked at each other.
That's a sign of bad news, right? What do they know
that I don't?

Xaba: "Uh, Miss Maake. I'm sorry, but Romeo and
Kgaugelo Moloi left a week after you were reported



missing. Police within your area investigating this
matter were sent there and he had already sold the
house. He took off with both his sons and they're
nowhere to be found.”

| felt like | was stabbed in the gut. Why on earth
would Romeo take off with Kg? But that surely
means that Kg is alive, right? | mean, he has to be.
There's still hope, but why didn't Romeo come and
look for me? But | can't expect much from him. He
owes me nothing and we're not related. He's always
wanted Kg to agree with his way of doing things, so
maybe they went to start afresh somewhere. | don't
know how I'll manage without Kg in my life, but I'll
have to try and hope that | find him soon.

Xaba told me they found me in Braam, imagine.
Those guys really drove a while with me. | gave him
descriptions of the two guys and the left with his
rude partner. They promised to keep in touch but
knowing the police that's just another empty



promise on their list of many.

Doctor: “Is there perhaps anyone you might want to
call?”

| don't even have a phone. Palesa is gone, | have no
mother, perhaps | can try Kg's number. The doctor
gave me his phone as | dialed Kg's number. | still
know it off by heart. | got the most heart-wrenching
message no one wants to hear. "The number you
have dialed does not exist, please check the number
and dial again.”

| dialed two or three more times and felt my heart
drop right into the pit of my stomach. This can't be
happening. Tears rolled down my face, whenever
you're angry or heartbroken, you literally feel a huge
lump in your throat as well as this really tightening
pain in your abdomen. Your tears feel extra hot and
extra salty, like they're digging right into your skin
just to remind you how fresh the wound is.



The doctor just looked at me with such pity.

Doctor: "Look, | don't know what you went through,
but | can refer you to some psychologists, free of
charge.”

| felt like | was in a really bad dream and it was
replaying every minute.

Doctor: “l hate to be the bearer of sad news, but |
have to discharge you today. We need this bed for
someone who's in desperate need of it.”

| felt myself cry even harder. | don't have a phone
nor money on me and now | have to go back home. |
don't even know Jo'burg and my wounds haven't
even healed yet. | could see the poor man looking at
me.



Doctor: "Look, | can drop you off at the taxi rank and
give you some money to go back home. Promise
me you'll take care of yourself.”

Thato: "Why are you being so nice to me?”

Doctor: "Because | have seen a few girls in your
situation, who've been victims to foreign men and
drugs. Prostitution isn't the way out, but |
understand your situation.”

| looked at him puzzled. Does he actually think I'm a
prostitute?

Doctor: "It's okay, I'm not judging you. Although |
can offer you some assistance and refer you to
places that help you heal and get a head start
towards a new life. You can get dressed so long, Il
drive you there during lunch.”



| don't know if | should be offended or if God is trying
to be funny. | got dressed slowly in the ripped
clothes | was found in. My body is still in so much
pain, and | have a few bruises left on my legs and
thighs. | can't hide them since I'm wearing a
traditional dress, but | can't expect royalty coming
straight from the hospital. | waited for the doctor to
come and as promised he did come.

Doctor: "We can go.”

| slowly got up and he wasn't even impatient with me
at all while | walked very slowly alongside him. |
tried waljing faster, but damn the pain was just too
unbearable. We finally made it to his car, a black
Mercedes A-Class. He's really nice and quite
straightforward. | guess that's how white people
operate. He drove me to the taxi rank and upon
exiting the car, he handed me R500.

Doctor: "I hope you get home safely, Thato. You're



still young and | hope and pray that you do get to go
to Varsity. If you ever come back to Parktown, don't
be afraid to call me.”

He's so nice, | guess God is helping me out.

Thato: "Thank you so much. | promise, I'll repay you
when | come back to Jo'burg.”

Doctor: "No need. Here is my card, just in case you
ever need to talk or something.”

| looked at his card, "Dr. L. Groenewald, Critical Care
Specialist.” | thanked him once again and walked
out. | don't know, but for some reason | feel like I'll
see him again. | walked slowly and greeted the men
at the rank. | asked them where we take Rockville
taxis and they showed me where to go. | refused to
sit in the front, | mean I've been unconscious for two
weeks now how on earth will | count the taxi fare of



all 15 people? The taxi ride home was painful as
fuck and rather uncomfortable. | could feel every
bump and hump and my bruises could feel it too.
When | got to my stop | tried to walk out a bit fast
even though | was still in a lot of pain. | feel so
hungry, so | immediately stopped at the chesa
nyama to buy myself a sphatlo (kota) before |
headed home. | kept hoping I'd see Kg or Romeo or
someone, but | saw no one. Even the chesa nyama
name was changed. | ordered a R10 kota and sat in
one of the benches. | saw Ruth, one of Anastacia's
friends along with two of her friends approach me.

Ruth: (shocked) "Hehe! Thato?! Ke wena o (Is this
you)?! What happened, baby girl? Re utlwile bareo
kidnapilwe (We heard you were kidnapped)! Kgante
ne e le maka or bjang (Was it all lies or what)?!”

| ignored them and took my kota and attempted to
leave, but they blocked my way.



Ruth: "Aowa wena! Maybe you cheated on Kg and
he showed you a lesson. Plus ke utlwile ba re (I
heard that) he and his father and brother took off
and left you behind. | guess the mighty Thato has
fallen.”

The three of them laughed while Ruth took a picture
of me. She said she's going to put my picture on
Twitter. |1 don't understand why they're being mean
to me because | have never been mean to them -
ever. | felt so touched, and literally wanted to cry,
but | refuse to cry in front of such people.

Proverbs 19:29 says "Condemnation is ready for
scoffers, and beating for the backs of fools.”

Proverbs 17:5 says "Whoever mocks the poor insults
his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go
unpunished.”



Be careful who you make fun of, for it might be you
tomorrow.

Chapter Thirty

1 Peter 5.7 - "Cast all your anxiety on him because
he cares for you.”

Philippians 4:6-7 "Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God.”

Thato

| couldn't stand all the stares from people who keep
looking at me like I've just lost my mind. Some are
even whispering while some are pointing at me and
laughing at me. This is way worse than when |
wasn't dating Kg. | mean, wow. If they're not
complaining about my skin colour, it's my eyes, if not



that it's my body. | never asked to be the way | am, |
never asked Sonto to give birth to me.

At times like these | actually wish she had actually
smothered me with a pillow or something. Ntate
Moruti (Pastor) always says that everyone has a
purpose and that we are all blessings. He even said
imagine out of all the sperms a man produces during
intercourse, and out of all those sperms, you
became the chosen one. When | had Mama and
Palesa everything made sense and | never felt out of
place, but now | actually notice all the stares, glares
and laughs.

How | wish | could just dig a hole and never come
back out. | walked past Kg's house, just to see for
myself and indeed the house is up for sale. It's
actually sold, but | don't even know who our new
neighbours will be. | felt my tears burn my cheeks
yet again as | thought of the good memories we
have shared in this house.



Yes, it was bitter sweet with Sonto's nastiness
towards me, but | wouldn't trade the joy | shared with
Kg in there for anything or anyone. | guess
everything happens for a reason as they like saying.
| walked past the stop sign, where the accident
happened. [t still feels like yesterday, that time it's a
few days before christmas. Indeed it will be a black
Christmas for me. | walked into the yard and found
Kagiso sitting on a chair with two beer quarts. She
looked really shocked to say the least, shocked but
happy to see me in this state.

Kagiso: (surprised) "Heeeh! Jesu wa theoga (Jesus
is coming down)! Mma (Granny)! Mama! Tla le
boneng (Come and see)!”

| ignored her and walked passed her. Koko Maria
walked out of the house and was also shocked to
see me.



Maria: (shocked) “And then, wena (you)?! O tswa
kae (Where have you been)?”

| ignored her too and walked past and headed
straight to my bedroom. | found Sophie sitting in the
lounge, getting her nails done before | walked into
my room.

Sophie: (surprised) "Hao, kgante ga wa timela (Wow,
so you weren't missing)? Ai, le rata drama, waitse
(You're so dramatic, you know).”

And that's just how I'm back to my old, miserable life.

Sophie: (shouting from the lounge) "Oh, Romeo o
tlisitse diaparo tsao (brought your clothes) before he
left! You're welcome!”

| closed the door and went through my clothes. At



least they brought my clothes back along with ny
documents. | see a few of my items missing. Mxm,
Kagiso probably took some of them. | went through
my traveling bag and found the cheap locket Kg
bought for me, just in case the diamond one got
stolen. | couldn't help but shed a few tears as |
opened it. | miss him so much, | just don't know
what is happening right now, but I'm trying to have
faith in God. | trust that He knows what he's got
planned for me.

Christmas finally came. The more the days went by,
the more depressed | came. | feel so weak,
spiritually, emotionally and physically. My wounds
have healed a bit, but my heart and soul are still
severely wounded. | tried praying the day | came
back home, but wow, | just couldn't anymore. | went
to PEP Cel to buy myself a cheap phone the other
day, and | headed to the bank to transfer the R150
000 I had invested a few months ago. | thought at
least it would be about R200 000 or so by now, but
instead | had to pay a penalty for withdrawing the



money before it reached maturity. I'm annoyed, but
well, | have to save as much money as | can.

| got up this morning and tried to have a new feel for
life. | got reary for church, perhaps I'll get a good
message from Ntate Moruti today. | got into one of
the dresses Kg bought for me and wore my locket. |
headed out and found everyone asleep, except for
Koko. She's headed for church as always.

Maria: "Hmm, magadi a padile bjanong o zama
kereke (Your lobola failed and now you're trying
church)?”

Really? This woman hates me, just like Sonto does.

| sped up and walked a bit faster. I'd rather walk
ahead of her than listen to her tell me shit, especially
on Christmas Day. Upon arrival at church, | saw
everything decorated, from the gates to the entrance.
There is even a huge tent this year, | guess they're
going big. | don't see Anastacia, the golden church



girl, although | see Ruth and her friends laughing at
me again. | decided to ignore again and | walked
into the church.

The congregation started singing and everytime |
walk into church and hear a song by our choir, | just
can't help but cry. | cry because church reminds me
of Mama, | cry because life was so good and now
everything is just a real mess. | quickly wiped my
tears off and listened attentively as Ntate Moruti
started the sermon.

Patrick: "Amen, Bazalwane (Congregation).”

Crowd: "Amen.”

Patrick: "Today, is a very special day, as we celebrate
the birth of Christ. I'd like to talk about how most of
you relate to Jesus Christ, but don't actually realize it.
We knew from the moment Jesus was growing in



Mary's womb that His life was going to be different.
God had declared him different and set him apart
from all others from His conception.

Jesus did many things, from teaching people about
the word of God, to feeding children, raising the dead
and even turning water into wine. A lot of people
didn't believe in Him, but some, the blessed ones
never denied him.

I'd like to specifically talk about Jesus's Crucifiction.
God could have chosen another way out for Jesus,
but He allowed him to be crucified. When Jesus was
taken by the religious leaders, his apostles ran away.
They left Jesus alone with his enemies, because
they became afraid. But the apostles Peter and John
did not go very far away. They followed along to see
what happens to Jesus.

The priests take Jesus to the old man Ananias, who
used to be the high priest. The crowd does not stay



here long. They next take Jesus to the house of
Caiphus, who was now the high priest. Many
religious leaders had gathered at his house.

Jesus was betrayed many times, and yet He still
found us all worthy to sacrifice himself for. He
promised us eternal life if we believe in Him. Some
of you sitting here are also crucified, on a daily basis
and some even from the moment you were born.
Some of you sitting here before me, live to crucify
others. Your tongues spit venom and become a
dangerous weapon, they wound the innocent's souls
and in turn you become wicked without even
realizing it.

John 14:6 says "Jesus answered, "l am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

With this sermon today, I'd like to give you a few
lessons we can learn from the Lord Jesus:



1. Be clear with what you want.

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks,
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened.” — Matthew 7:7-8

Jesus knew that clarity is one of the secrets to
success. Be deliberate in living your life. Be clear
with what you want to achieve. Know what to ask for
and how to ask for it.

2. When you find “it,” take the leap.

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a
field, which a person finds and hides again, and out
of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a
pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has



and buys it." — Matthew 13:44-46

When you finally find your life's purpose, your
mission, or your own dream, take a chance and take
a leap in faith. You may or may not make it
immediately, but you will definitely make it. The joy
and fulfillment are also in the pursuit. Everything
else is just icing on the cake. Jump into your
purpose!

3. Be forbearing and love those who criticize you.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.” But | say to you, offer no
resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes
you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him
as well." — Matthew 5:38-39

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But | say to you, love
your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you,



that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for
he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and
causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if
you love those who love you, what recompense will
you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same?
And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual
about that? Do not the pagans do the same?” —
Matthew 5:44-47

When we are being pushed, it's more natural for us
to push back. It’s difficult not to fight back. But,
when we pull them closer to us instead of pushing
them back, imagine the surprise. There would also
be less conflict. Besides, it's more rewarding to love
those who cannot love us back. Always respond with
love.

4. Always go beyond what is required.

“If anyone wants to go to law with you over your
tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone
press you into service for one mile, go with him for



two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do
not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.” —
Matthew 5:40-42

Always go the extra mile—in your career, in your
business, in your relationships, in your service, in
loving others, and in everything you do. Pursue
excellence in all your undertakings.

5. Keep your promises and be careful with what you
say.

“Let your ‘Yes' mean ‘Yes, and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.”
— Matthew: 5:37

“By your words you will be acquitted, and by your
words you will be condemned.” — Matthew 12:37

There's an old proverb saying, “Before you speak
once, think twice.” Your words have power over your
life and the life of others. Always be truthful in what



you say and be trustworthy with your promises.
When in doubt with what to say, say words of love.

6. How you look at others is a reflection of how you
look at yourself.

“Stop judging, that you may not be judged. For as
you judge, so will you be judged, and the measure
with which you measure will be measured out to
you.” — Matthew 7:1-2

If you measure others’ success based on their
finances, chances are that's also how you measure
your own success. If you measure their success
based on their job titles, chances are that's also how
you measure your own success. Do you need to
change the measure you use?

7. Follow the Golden Rule.

“Do to others whatever you would have them do to
you.” — Matthew 7:12



This is all the life lessons from Jesus combined. In
fact, this is probably Jesus’'s most popular lesson
for Christians and non-Christians alike. What do you
want others to do to you and for you? Do the same
to them and for them. No matter what you believe in,
you can never go wrong with the Golden Rule.

8. Forgive others... countless times if you need to.

“If you forgive others their transgressions, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you do not
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your
transgressions.” — Matthew 6:14-15

“Then Peter approaching asked him, ‘Lord, if my
brother sins against me, how often must | forgive
him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I
say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven
times.” — Matthew 18:21-22."



| felt my tears screaming down my face
uncontrollably. | feel like my heart is a bit at ease. |
love every he said, but number 8 is really hard to do.
How do | forgive everyone who's wronged me and
more especially Sonto? How do | forgive her after
she did such an evil deed to me? | truly wish that
after today, | can find immense peace within myself
and that God will most definitely open doors for me.

Chapter Thirty One

Matthew 6:24 - “No one can serve two masters.
Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and money.”

Sophie

Today is Christmas and | have no time to go to
church. | have a business to take care of and since
I'm now in charge of this whole operation, | call the



shots. Patrick and Glenda were more than happy to
give me start up capital, so | made sure that Bianca
and Rachel do something instead of drinking all day.

Those two run the soup kitchen, where we cook and
give the needy food every day. That's of course just
a cover up for our drug operation. I'm so glad
Romeo left because he just gave me room to be a
better me. Paper and Quatro also get to do their part
instead of playing golf all day and feeding their fat
asses. They get to ensure that we packaged the
correct amount of Nyaope in each of the bags and
also, Monopi, which is a mixture of Nyaope and
Cocaine.

Everyone has a role now and since well | saved this
group, | get the bigger cut. | have no husband or
man to control me and tell me otherwise. I'm loving
the new me and Rockville is still going to see more
of me. Business is booming so much, especially at
this time of the year, that | even have cops on my



payroll. I have to pack and store some drugs in the
house now since there just isn't any space left at the
rest of the houses. | tried getting Anelisa to join the
group again, but apparently she was on the brink of
depression and God saved her. | feel like that's just
an excuse to stay broke.

No one can touch me now, not even Thato. This is
still her house, but | call the shots. I'm in the lounge,
counting the money we made this morning with one
of my boys, when Thato walked in unexpectedly.
She's supposed to be at church, mos.

Sophie: "And then wena (you)? Don't you knock?”

Thato: (annoyed) "Excuse me? This is my house.”

Sophie: (chuckling) "That shit is getting old, boo.
This is your house on paper, | call the shots here.
Besides, now that o bethile ke lefase (life has got



you by the balls), you remembered all of a sudden
that you have a house. Where were you when | took
care of the bills of this house? Who cleans the
house? Maintains it? Ska mpotsa masepa (Don't
tell me shit)!”

Thato: (angry) "I've had it! | will not allow you to bully
me in my own house, Sophie. It's time for you to
move out. I'm not obliged to stay with you here.”

This tramp is about to annoy me. | took out my gun
and pointed it at her, and she got the shock of her
life. The Thato | know would have dared me to
shoot, but this wimp I'm seeing in front of meis a
whole new Thato, a very frightened and scared
Thato. Perhaps she was really abused while she
was kidnapped. I'm glad they knocked some sense
into her. She was becoming a real pest. Thato still
stood frozen there and ran out without even trying to
stop me. | carried on counting the money, | have a
living to earn.



Thato

| stormed out of the house and kept running until |
stopped in the middle of the park. What on earth
has my life become? Now Sophie turns guns on me
in my own house? When she pointed that gun at me,
it reminded me of that day. |instantly had a flash
back of the day | got kidnapped. How odd is life?
Just almost a year ago, | buried my mother, then a
few months ago, | buried my best friend and now, I'm
spending my very first Black Christmas - all alone,
without anyone to talk to or share the day with. |
decided to head straight to the police station. Of
course, no one wants to work on Christmas Day so
the police station is awefully quiet and the queue is
almost non-existent. | found one rather bored
officer and | approached her.

Thato: "Dumelang (Hello).”



Police Officer; "Ja?”

She was still paging through her magazine, chewing
her bubblegum in the most ghastly manner and
didn't even bother to look at me. For someone who
took an oath before getting appointed for this job,
she sure isn't living up to it.

Thato: "Eh, Mama, ke tlile go bula case (I came to
open a case).”

Police Officer: (sigh) "Ja?”

| tried within all my might not get angry, especially
not after the beautiful sermon | had today.

Thato: "My aunt, she's refusing to leave my house.
Just earlier on, she pointed a gun at me in my own
house when | told her to leave.”



Police Officer: "Who is this aunt of yours and where
do you live?”

Thato: "Her name is Sophie, Sophie Maake. My
address is-"

| didn't even get to finish my sentence and only then
when she heard her name did she have the smallest
decency to raise her head and look at me.

Police officer: "Sesi (Sis), o nale mengwaga e me
kae (How old are you)?”

Thato: "I'm 17, turning 18 in March.”

She looked at me and went back to her magazine.



Police Officer: "Ai, bana ba ka jeno la lapisa man
(You kids of today are so tiring).”

Is she seriously insulting my intelligence while I'm
trying to open a case?

Thato: "Askies (Excuse me)?”

Police Officer: (sigh) "Eh, John. A re jike mo
Rockville (Let's drive through to Rockville). This girl
o re o nyaka go tshwarisa Sophie (This girl is saying
she wants to open a case against Sophie).”

The way she said it made me realize that they know
her well - everyone knows her well. We got into their
car and headed to my house. | honestly feel like
they're just not taking me seriously. They're even
making jokes about all this. Once we got to my
house, Sophie even approached them and greeted
them all smiles.



Sophie: "Hello, Batho ba molao (People of the Law).
To what do | owe this pleasure?”

Police Officer: "Sho sho (Sure sure), Mamazala

(Ma'am). Ngwana o wa mo itse (Do you know this
child)?”

Sophie: "Yes, she's my niece.”

Police Officer: "Well, she said you pointed a gun at
her and you refuse to leave her house.”

Sophie put on the best class act I've ever seen. This
witch is the devil herself.

Sophie: (teary) "Eng (What)? Thato, do you hate me
that much? | would honestly die for you and you get
me arrested the first chance you get? Forgive her



officers for wasting your precious time and
resources like this. You see, her mom died then she
found out she was adopted and now her fiance
dumped her on her wedding day.”

| was in such shock, | just couldn't believe it. The
police officers even told me they couldn't do
anything to help me. | mean what the fuck is
happening?! They said it's a family issue and that
we need to sort it out ourselves. Just like that, the
police failed me. As soon as they drove away,
Sophie gave me a big slap across the face. The slap
was so hard, | nearly fell to the ground. | held my
cheek in shock and stared at her.

Thato: "What the fuck?!”

Sophie: "Let that be the last day you ever pull such a
stupid stunt. The next time you won't make it home.
| mean it, Thato. | own you now.”



Chapter Thirty Two

Philippians 4:6-8 - “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if

anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things.”

Thato

| felt my cheek burning after Sophie slapped me.

She didn't even look remorseful, but instead she
looked at me with eyes full of hatred and evil. What
did | ever do to deserve such? | find people who love
me and then | lose them all in one year? | ran to my
room with tears burning my eyes, they flowed down



like a volcano. The pain in the pit of my stomach is
so severe, | feel like vomiting, but nothing comes out
of my mouth.

My throat feels like | have something choking me.
Now | understand why Palesa decided to end it all.
Sometimes it's just the only way out. | used to say
suicidal people are selfish, until | experienced it with
my own eyes. My soul is exhausted, my body is
overworked, my emotions are all over the place. |
decided to use the most powerful weapon | have -
my tongue and my knees. | knelt down and started

praying.

"Modimo wa ka o a rateng (My Loving God), ke itlisa
go wena, Ntate (I come before you, Father). Ke
imetswe, Ntate, Ga ke sa tseba gore le lebelle kae
(I'm overwhelmed, Father, | don't know which way to
go now). | ask that you tap into my soul and help me
heal. | ask that you show me what | have to do, for |
cannot stay another minute in this toxic place. |



know I still have a destiny to fulfill, but my heart is
empty, Lord. Show me the way and lead me into the
light, help me not to fear any darkness that is
approaching me. | ask this in Jesus' Mighty Name.
Amen.”

| opened my eyes and | felt so much relief.
Immediately after praying, | received a message
from Wits reminding me about my application fee.
Campus is opening on the 20th of February, so that's
about a month or so away. | then took the decision
to head to Jo'burg. | don't know where I'll live, but I'll
find something.

| went onto Facebook and went through a few pages
where people post rooms and flats available. Since
Wits is situated in Jan Smuts Avenue, | decided to
check for accommodation around Rosebank. | have
no idea how to get to Jo'burg, but I'm not completely
brainless. By God's grace | saw Rami, a former
classmate of mine posting that she's looking for a



room mate at her two bedroom flat.

She's someone | know, and | was quite fond of her
although we weren't close friends. |told her I'm
interested and by luck she was also moving the rest
of her things today. | only have my learner's license,
but | can drive. | thank Kg too for helping me learn
how drive a bit better. | offered to drive us both
there and luckily her parents agreed since she's
already 18 unlike me. I'm officially taking Mama's car
with me and | will see what to do with it when | get
there.

| packed all my clothes and all my photos, along with
a few sentimental items of Mama. | put them in the
boot, while Sophie was sitting on a chair just in front
of the gate. She's so deliberate, but I'm not about to
ask her for permission to leave. | opened the gate
without saying anything to her, | headed back into
the car and started the ignition. | put the gear in
reverse mode, and | drove out in so much speed, that



she nearly fell from her chair. Upon leaving, | heard
her swearing at me.

Sophie: "Masepao (Fuck you), Thato! O se hlole o
boa mo (Don't you dare come back here)!”

| didn't evem bother to close the gate, | headed out
and went to pick Rami up. She lives about ten
minutes away from my house. I'll most definitely
miss Rockville, but with Sophie turning my house
into a drug factory and abusing me, | think it's high
time | left. | got to her house and her mom and dad
came to the car to greet me as they put her luggage
into the car. Luckily it's just the two of us, so there's
plenty of space in the car. | got out to greet them
out of respect and they prayed for us. | like how
close they are and Rami has always been a calm
child from what I've gathered. We got into the car
and headed out. It seems as if Rami knows the way,
so there's no need for a navigator and she can talk
shame. She asked that we stop by McDonald's to



grab some food before we headed out to the
highway.

Rami: "Hao, Tee, when | heard about Palesa | was so
broken, hey. | mean you two were like two peasin a
pod. I'm so glad they killed that asshole she called
her father. | mean imagine all the trauma she
endured.”

Yes, it's never easy talking about her, but | guess
she's just trying to make conversation.

Thato: "Yes, it was, hey.”

Rami: "How are you coping, though? | mean with
your mom gone and Kg gone as well?”

To be honest | haven't had anyone ask me how I'm
doing, really. There's just something about when a



person asks you how you're coping. You just bawl
out and let everything out. Mama used to say it's
never good to bottle things up.

Thato: (teary) "To be honest, Rami, I'm a real mess. |
haven't healed and | have no one, literally no one in
my life. When | found out | was adopted, |
understood why my aunt, grandmother and Kagiso
were treating me like dirt all my life. Palesa was
always my shoulder to cry on and when she died, Kg
was the last man standing. You know we were
supposed to get married the day | got kidnapped and
now | have idea where he is.”

Rami held my hand and | didn't even realize that |
was tearing up.

Rami: “I'm so sorry, Tee. Everything happens for a
reason, though hey. You don't understand it now but
one day | know you will. What happened when you
got kidnapped if | may ask?”



That is something | really don't want to talk about
today.

Thato: "That, I'll tell you one of these days over a
glass of wine.”

| forged a smile as she smiled back. She's a lovely
girl, with a curvy body and cute dimples. She likes
weaves a bit too much, but other than that, she's a
darling and easy to relate to. We finished eating and
headed out. I'm amazed that Mama's car is still in
such a strong condition, with Kagiso and Sophie in
the yard. I'm quite surprised they never tried to pawn
the battery or other parts of the car. We finally
arrived in Rosebank after an hour and a half. | must
say Jo'burg is busy, very busy. Kasi (Township) is
very busy, but this is just a jungle. No wonder why
everyone goes to Jozi for work and opportunities.
We finally got to our flat, and | really like it a lot. The
parking is a lot safer and the flats are clean. We're



going to split R5000 between us plus water and
electricity costs, so it really isn't that bad at all. We
had to pay a 50% deposit as well, so all in all | had to
pay R5000 upfront. | can't expect R180 000 to last
me a whole year, as | need to plan ahead. Come
January, I'll register and pay my first year fees
upfront, to avoid chaos. | made a mental note to
look for a job as well, that way | know ['ll be able to
depend on myself if anything goes wrong. Rami and
| helped each other with our bags and while in the
parking lot, we were met with two cute and tall guys
who had just gotten out of an Audi R8. Yoh, | never
knew Varsity boys could drive such nice cars.

Guy1: (smiling) "Hey, ladies. Let me help you with
that.”

I'm not very good at allowing strangers into my life
just like that, but Rami seems very friendly.

Rami: (smiling) "Oh, thank you. You're too kind.”



The other guy walked up to me.

Guy 2: "May 1?”

| nodded and handed him my luggage bag. We got
into the lift and walked up to floor 5, since our flat is
over there. It's literally ten minutes away from
Campus, so | could always walk if | want to. We got
in and they finally introduced themselves.

Guy1: "Hi, I'm Thendo.”

Guy 2: “I'm Rudzani.”

Now | get it, they're Venda. Their accents are so
eloguent and proper, they almost sound a bit british.
They're both a bit dark, but they're not really my type.
| don't even think | have a type since I've only been



with Kg.

Rami: “I'm Rami, this is my friend Thato, she's a bit
shy.”

Rudzani: "Thato, are you coloured?”

Thato: (laughing) "No, I'm black.”

Rudzani: "Oh, your eyes, they're grey. Which is quite
odd in black people.”

Thato: "It's complicated.”

| used to get such questions a lot and a lot of people
would even touch my hair to see if it's even real, but
it never used to bother me until now. Rami could
see | was a bit uncomfortable and decided to



change the subject.

Rami: "So, guys, | hear a bit of an accent there. Is it
man made or?”

They both laughed and | myself couldn't help but
laugh at that question. Man made? Really?

Thendo: "Actually, we're brothers. We stayed in
London for a few years until our parents decided to
come back to South Africa.”

London ne. They must be loaded. It took me a while
to notice the resemblance since they don't look very
much alike.

Rami: "Oh, so you two must be loaded.”



Rudzani: (laughing) "No, we're not. Our parents are.”

Rami: "l see.”

Thendo: "So, what are you two going to study?”

Rami: "I'm enrolled for Law.”

Thato: "Engineering, Mechanical in fact.”

| don't know why Rami went for Law when she was
always such a great performer. She had great
marks but | guess it's her passion.

Thendo: "Eh, this must be God's will, man. I'm
studying Law, it's my Third year, though.”

Rudzani: "I'm doing my third year of Engineering, but



mining.”

| see already there's a spark between Thendo and
Rami. Rudzani seems interested in me, but | really
don't think I'm up for any relationship or fling with
anyone for that matter. I'm glad we met a few new
people, though.

Chapter Thirty Three

1 Peter 5:8-9 - "Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout
the world.”

Thato

I'm honestly so glad that | met Rami again. | feel like
thinfs are slowly falling back into place. | don't know



what the future holds, but | do know that | am
destined for greatness. Thendo and Rendani were
so excited to meet us, although | think Rendani is a
bit much.

He seems to be so glued to me and always makes
an attempt for the four of us to be split instead of
spending time together as a group. We've only
known each other for a few hours and already | see
something offish about him. Thendo is the bubbly
one, no wonder he and Rami get along so well.

Rendani is calm like me, but he's too calm. He just
seems like he's hiding a lot more than meets the eye.
They wanted the four of us to chill together today
and make it some sort of house warming, but luckily
Rami saw that it wasn't part of my plan. The two of
them left and we were finally left alone.

Rami: "Tee, sorry for making you uncomfortable.
Had | known | would have chased those two idiots



away.”

Thato: "It's okay, don't worry about it.”

Rami: "Let me order us some pizza and snacks and
some good wine from Uber eats.”

| don't mind eating out and all, but now is the time to
save money whenever | can. | didn't even realize my
facial expression changed as soon as she
mentioned that. We have to share, | can't let her pay
for everything.

Rami: "Don't worry about it, it's my treat, okay?”

| looked down embarrassed. How do | even begin to
tell her that | have financial problems? The last thing
| want to do is make another girl feed me out of her
own pocket. She ordered and insisted on paying for



everything. | can't help but feel bad, especially when
she gave the deliverer a big fat tip.

Rami: "Tee, cheer up, will you? You've never let
anyone get to you for as long as I've known you.
What is really going on?”

Thato: (sigh) "I've been through quite a lot these past
few months, Rami. | don't even know where to begin,
really.”

She looked at me attentively as | took a deep breath
and told her everything that happened, from Kg
proposing to me, to the kidnapping and me losing
my baby at the hands of my mother. | was in tears
as well as she. We broke down together and | felt at
ease after | told her everything. I'm actually glad that
| got to share my pain with someone who's actually
willing to listen.



Rami: (teary) "Oh, Tee. I'm so sorry you had to go
through this, really. Such trauma even when you
saw your own best friend shoot herself. Yonh, | truly
hope you find Kg. Apparently they left without telling
anyone, and Romeo even took the business capital
and everything in it. None of us actually knew for
sure that he was the drug king pin of Rockville until
he disappeared. Things are so bad now that your
aunt is the new leader of their gang. Apparently
she's making her own drugs now. | even heard that
Mma Moruti might be dealing with the drugs too.
She often visits your aunt a lot and your granny is
dating the pastor.”

| was so shocked about all the dirt she was dishing
out and | couldn't help but burst in laughter. |
laughed so hard that she even laughed too. People
have bigger problems out there, really. As for my
grandmother, | have been suspecting it for a while,
really. I've always said that the houses in that
neighbourhood hide a lot of secrets.



Thato: "My goodness, Rami! O di tseya kae di taba
tse kana (Where do you get all this news)?”

Rami: "Ah, I'm connected, hey.”

We laughed together. | really enjoy her company and
she reminds me a lot of Palesa. | used to get the
latest gossip and sex tips from her.

Rami: "Eish, chomi (friend), forgive me, but | have to
ask. How's Kg in bed? Is he really good because
Anastacia used to talk rubbish about his dick game.”

Thato: (laughing) "Rami man. Honestly, Kg is good
in bed, really, really good. Ana was just angry
because he refused to sleep with her.”

Rami: (laughing) "I knew it! Ke itsitse (I knew it)! Tjo
(Wow!) Anastacia o rata maka man (is a liar). She's



n
!

just as fake as her boobs and ass

| burst out in laughter as we carried on eating and
drinking. My very first Christmas day without Palesa,
Mama and Kg ended up being a really good one. |
can't wait to see what the new year has in store for
me.

A few days later

It's the 31st of December today and man am | glad
that the year has finally come to an end. Mama and

| would always pray at midnight and enjoy the beauty
of the fireworks on every new year's eve. We'd
always make one wish each of what we wanted to
achieve the following year. Now that she's gone |
really have no tradition anymore.

Rami and | have been having a pretty good time, she
even bought us a tv. | honestly don't know how she



gets money, but my gut is telling me she's not
getting it from her parents. Her parents are okay,
just not rich. Rendani and Thendo kept coming over
almost every day until Rami told them we need a few
days to settle in. In all honesty I like them and all,
but their persistence, especially Rendani's is just
offish for me. |just can't pin point it yet but he
seems dodgy. As Rami was packing her bag to go
home for a few days, she got puzzled and looked at
me.

Rami: "And then?”

Thato: "And then what?”

Rami: "Why o sa pake (aren't you packing)?”

Thato: (sigh) "I don't want to go back home, Rami.”



Rami: "You're not. You're spending New Year's with
my family and .”

| know she's trying, but | hate imposing on people
and being a charity case. She shouldn't feel obliged
to include me in her family's thing.

Thato: "Rami, you don't have to feel sorry for me, you
know.”

Rami: "Nonsense, You're coming with me and I'm not
taking no for an answer. Besides, I'd never leave you
here alone and let Rendani feast off you.”

Thato: "0 ra bjang (what do you mean)?”

Rami: "Come on, don't tell me you don't see how the
guy drools over you ever chance he gets. He's too
dodgy unlike his brother. | don't trust him and now



that I've found a sister in you, I'll never let him have

n

you.

Rami is so sweet, much like Palesa.

Thato: (chuckling) "Rami...”

Rami: "Go pack, we're leaving in an hour.”

Thato: "I was hoping I'd stay and look for a job, you
know.”

Rami: “| know people, I'll get you sorted in no time.
Don't you see I'm never broke?”

| looked at her puzzled.

Thato: "What do you mean? | mean you just got here,



mos (right)?”

Rami: "l have an aunt who lives in Fourways, so I'd
come here every other weekend. She owns a club
and lets girls like you and | work there to make extra
cash, so that's what | do, but my parents don't know
about it."

| don't like the sound of this, honestly.

Thato: (worried) "What kind of work?”

Rami: "Entertainment fela (only). I'll tell you about it
some other time.”

The way she quickly dismissed the question, shows
that it must be something | might not like. What if
Rami is into blessers or something?



We finally got into my car with our bags and as we
were about to leave, Rendani and Thendo made their
grand appearance as usual. Yoh, these two behave
like A-class stalkers.

Rendani: "Ladies, you weren't going to leave without
saying goodbye, were you?”

Rami: "Ah, man sorry. But | mean you have our
numbers so you would have been able to call, right?”

Thendo: "No worries. Enjoy your trip. Rami, you owe
me a party when you get back.”

These two like flirting. | tried to get the feel of what
Rami told me earlier on about Rendani drooling over
me and lo and behold, | saw it. He was staring at my
breasts and practically drooling over me. | looked at
him in shock and he quickly changed his facial
expression when he saw that | noticed.



Rendani: "Ah, Thato, have a nice trip, babe. I'll call
you, okay?”

He doesn't even have my number and he just made
me feel very uneasy. | just got into the car without
saying anything to him and Rami stared at me.

Rami: "See? |told you he's dodgy. We don't have to
hang around them if you don't want to. Thendo is a
flirt, but at least he doesn't hide his persona.
Rendani ena o kare (seems like a) pervert.”

| just have to wait and see. My gut is telling me |
have to be careful around this guy.

Chapter Thirty Four

Jeremiah 29:11 - "For | know the plans | have for
you,"” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and



not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”

Thato

We finally made it to Rockville. | must say, | honestly
don't miss this place. | even saw that Kg's old house
already has new residents in it. We saw a big tent
from his street being pulled up. Apparently Sophie
and her new gang are organizing a street bash for
everyone in Rockville and there will be free booze
flowing. | can't say I'm surprised and | don't even
feel like going home to see them or anything. We
found Rami's parents and her older brother, Kgabo,
already braaing and preparing for tonight. Her
parents were so happy to see me that her mom had
even prepared the spare room for me. She made it
so homely and decorated it specially for me. She
even bought scented candles and bath oils to make
me feel welcome. | mean who does that?



Thato: "Rami, why did your mom go through all that
trouble? She really didn't have to.”

Rami: "Mom is like that, well, only to those she likes.
She's never liked any of my friends, so consider
yourself really lucky.”

| don't exactly know what she means by her mom
not liking any of her friends. Rami must have been
keeping bad company, but anyway. Her brother
Kgabo is also very nice and polite. He doesn't say
much either. Apparently he's a pharmacist and lives
somewhere in Mooikloof. He's 30 and still not
married and has no kids. Rami says he is terrified of
commitment. We all have a story to tell, | guess.

| settled in just fine and not once did | feel out of
place. Rami's parents didn't mind us drinking, but
really | can't drink in front of people who have
welcomed me into their home with open arms. |
decided against it and had juice instead. Rami was



having the time of her life drinking her mom's wine.
We had some food and | offered to do the dishes
along with Rami. It really felt like | had a sister in a
friend again. It pains me not to be with Palesa
anymore, but | know she's in a better place. | also
wonder at times where Soks ran off to, but | hope
he's okay wherever he is.

Midnight struck and | was so surprised to hear
Rami's mom call us all into the lounge. They
switched off the tv and she said a very powerful yet
humerous prayer for all of us, myself included.

Rami's Mom: "Modimo wa rona (Dear God), re
lebogela tsohle o re fileng (We thank you for all
you've given us), but most importantly we thank you
for life. We've lost so many people last year and we
ask that you bless us with your mercy and grace this
year. Bless our children with great health, good lives
and prosperity in all ways. Bless Kgabo with a
forgiving heart and allow him to open up and find the



love of his life so that he can bear us a few
grandkids. Bless Rami with self-control so that she
can finish school and make us all proud. Bless our
new daughter, Thato, with the greatness she is
destined to have. She is highly favoured oh, Lord.
She just doesn't know it yet. Help her pass this
rough patch in her life and help her reach her goals
and dreams. All shall be revealed to her in good
time and please assure her that once the storm has
passed, she will reach her destiny and claim all the
riches she's meant to have. Bless my loving
husband and | with nothing but happiness, and may
he finally win the lotto, please. | need to retire now.
In Jesus Name we Pray, Amen.”

| couldn't help but cry a bit afterwards. I'm humbled
to have met such a kind family. We all hugged and
even Kgabo hugged me as we wished each other a
happy new year. We sat and watched the fireworks
for a little while. | looked up at the sky and said a
silent prayer for Mama. | know she's watching over
me from heaven. Rami's Mom and dad went to bed



as Kgabo stunned me while | was sitting outside
with Rami. He came towards us with a bottle of
wine and a clean, empty wine glass, and handed it to
me.

Kgabo: "Here. I'm sure you must be dying to have a
drink.”

| looked down embarrassed. What if this is a test or
something?

Rami: "Ai, Tee. Relax and drink. Kgabo never talks
to any of my friends, like ever. He must either like
you or he has a message to give to you.”

| looked at her puzzled.

Thato: (frowning) "Message?”



Rami: "He has a gift. He's a bit of a prophet. Gao
makale a sena motho (Aren't you surprised why he
doesn't have a girlfriend)? Ba mo tshabela bo bohle
(They all run away from him).”

Kgabo: (unimpressed) "Mxm, Rami, wa phapha
bjanong (you're so forward).”

Rami: "Sorry abuti (brother). Let me give you some
space ko rota (and go pee).”

Rami walked way and headed into the house. | was
still contemplating whether or not | should drink the
wine or not.

Kgabo: "I know you're dying for a glass, so I'll leave it
here in case you change your mind.”

Thato: "Why is there only one glass? Where's



yours?”

Kgabo: “I don't drink.”

That explains his timidness.

Kgabo: "Have you been doing what your mother said
to you the day you were kidnapped?”

| gave him an astonished look. Could Rami have told
him about my business?

Kgabo: "Don't worry, Rami didn't tell me anything.”

| widened my eyes in shock. Is he a mind reader too?

Kgabo: "And no, I'm not a mind reader.”



This is all too freaky for me. | opened the wine
hastily and poured myself a glass and drank a bit of
it.

Kgabo: (smiling) "Seriously, though. I'm no mind
reader. No need to be afraid. So, are you going to
answer me?”

Thato: "Uhm, | have been praying, well, at least I've
been trying.”

Kgabo: (shaking head) "You need to keep praying.
That's the only way you'll be strong enough to face
what's to come.”

| felt my heart palpitating and fear kicking in.

Kgabo: "Do not be afraid, please. | can feel whatever



you feel. So, if your heart is beating abnormally, it
affects me too. So please, try to relax otherwise |
won't sleep.”

| tried my best to relax but the fear wasn't going
anywhere.

Thato: "What do you mean | have to be strong
enough of what's to come?”

Kgabo: "You'll see for yourself, but what | can tell you
is that Kgaugelo is not dead. He's alive, but frail -
both in mind and in spirit.”

Yoh, this guy is confusing me all in a new year on top
of it all.

Thato: "You're not making sense, Kgabo.”



Kgabo: "Time will tell. If you pray and ask for
guidance, it shall all be revealed to you. Just never
stop praying. You are very close to your destiny, and
finding the truth about who you really are, but the
longer you delay your faith and prayer, the longer it
will take for you to reach that destiny.”

Yoh, all this is giving me a headache now.

Thato: "Eish.”

Kgabo: "Now | have a headache too.”

Now | feel bad even though | have no idea how these
spiritual things work.

Kgabo: "Danger, temptation and trouble is lurking,
but believe me, my sister is wild but she has a good
heart and a very soft spot for you. She'll look out for



you, just trust her. You will be okay, as long as you
pray, my dear.”

| felt myself overwhelmed with thoughts that don't
even make sense.

Thato: "Okay.”

Kgabo: "God is already fighting for you and so is
your mother, Petunia. Sonto's time is near and so is
Sophie's. You'll find out a lot of things that don't
even make sense, but believe me, you'll be rewarded
for your kind heart.”

And just like that he greeted me goodnight. Soon
afterwards Rami came back. | had even forgotten
about her for a while.

Rami: "And then, chomi (friend)? He didn't scare you



off, did he?”

Thato: "No, not really. It's just that he's told me a lot
of stuff.”

Rami: "Whatever it is make sure you follow it or else
o tlo itshola (you'll regret it). His prophies are
confusing, but they never lie. Whatever he told you
to do, do it.”

I'm grateful she's not even nosy about this. | just
hope | can be able to process everything he told me.

Chapter Thirty Five

Psalm 46:1-3 - ” God is our refuge and strength, an
ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains
fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam and the mountains quake with their
surging.”



A few weeks later

Thato

Life has been such a breeze for the past few weeks.
| enjoyed myself with Rami and her family and
honestly her mom is the best. I've been praying ever
since Kgabo spoke to me that evening, well, I've
been trying to, really.

I'm mostly excited about today. It's our first day on
Campus and it's also Orientation week. | can't wait
to meet new people and experience the whole
varsity vibe. | never understand people who just
don't want to experience this, but people aren't the
same. | love the whole vibe of this campus although
Jo'burg is just busy, way too busy.

We haven't seen Rendani and Thendo ever since we



left for Rockville. We both assumed they were in
Venda for holidays or something, which was fine for
me. Thendo and Rami have been hitting it off like
crazy, while | don't even have Rendani's numbers.
It's a good thing, though. He just makes me seem
uncomfortable, | mean who stares at a woman's
breasts while talking though?

We had a lot of fun getting to experience the
campus life, being shown around to lecture halls and
of course being told about the famous history of
Wits University. We were given a few books about
our course choices in case we wanted to change
and we were given a few activities to meet a few of
our study mates.

Rami and | grabbed some lunch at the cafeteria, as
we took a break before the next orientation session
was about to start. What | like about varsity is that
you don't attend classes all day like in high school.
You have certain classes on certain days and certain



times too. So, you can plan nicely what you do in
your free time between those lectures. As Rami and
| were eating, Rendani approached us. Ai, this guy.

Rendani: (smiling) Ladies, long time no see. I'm
starting to get the idea you're dodging me.”

| kept quiet because I'm just speechless, honestly.
Rami rolled her eyes.

Rami: "Hi, Rendani. Yes, we are actually avoiding

1

you.

Wow, so straight to the point. Rami mara (though).

Rendani: (offended) "Excuse me? Did | do
something wrong?”



| was about to answer, but Rami beat me to it

Rami: "Actually, yes. See Rendani, women don't like
perverts. Yes, | see the way you look at my friend.
We both see you and we don't like it. So, we don't
like hanging out with such guys.”

Wow, Rendani seemed pretty offended by that.

Rendani: “Is that what you really think of me? That
I'm a pervert who preys on innocent girls?”

Rami: (rolling eyes) "Rendani, we both came here for
an education. So please excuse us, we're trying to
have our lunch.”

| felt a bit bad for Rendani as he walked away from
us slowly with his head down. Wow, remind me to
never get on Rami's bad side. | gave her a puzzled



look.

Rami: "What?”

Thato: "That was a bit harsh, wasn't it?”

Rami: "The sooner you learn to be tougher on people,
the sooner you'll learn that's how they'll stop thinking
you're naive and cluess. Batho ba lapisa (people are
tiring).”

| guess she's right in a way. We headed back to the
hall to do some orientation activities, much to my
dismay Rendani and Thendo were part of the team
leaders we got for our new orientation session. Yoh,
this is awkward. I'm not in Rami's group because
she's grouped with people who do Law. So since
we're grouped according to our study choices, we're
apart.



| could see Rendani giving me glances every now
and then. He was assigned to our group, so that he
could be our leader. Just my luck. He was very
straight forward and didn't make jokes as usual, |
guess it was because of what Rami said to him. |
looked down as | felt quite awkward and shaky, until
the girl next to me started speaking to me.

Girl: "He totally has the hots for you.”

| looked up and saw her. She's very cute, dark
skinned, and her skin is just too flawless. There is
no scar, pimple or blemish in sight. She has a
beautiful Afro hair style with a beaded fringe and
wears the cutest glasses I've ever seen.

Thato: "Huh?”

Girl: "Rendani. He totally has the hots for you, |
mean haven't you seen the way he's been staring at



you?”

Thato: "Oh, no. How do you know his name?”

Girl: "Oh, | heard his name when they introduced
them to us. I'm Khanyi by the way.”

She extended her hand as | gave her a handshake.

Thato: "I'm Thato.”

Khanyi: “So, which Engineering course are you
enrolled in?”

Thato: "Mechanical.”

Her face lit up immediately.



Khanyi: "Me too. Oh, thank goodness! | was
beginning to think I'd never find a friend. All the
other people who do Mechanical are all guys.”

She's calling me a friend already. She's too cute and
adorable. She surely can't do any harm. While we
did our activities, we spoke briefly about our
backgrounds. So she's apparently from Mamelodi
and lives in Res. She has five brothers and is the
last born and like many black households, she's the
golden child.

Basically, every one of them including her parents
are hoping that she'll be the first graduate in the
family. All her brothers work, but they never made it
to Varsity. Some have, but never finished. She grew
up being very shielded and protected, so she's still a
virgin and has never had a boyfriend before. That's a
recipe for disaster if you ask me. She's going to turn
into a wild child, believe me. As we were talking,



Rendani walked up to us.

Rendani: "Sorry to break up your little party, girls, but
you're behind on the activities.”

He gave me a glance and | stared back at him. |
think he wanted to be deliberate.

Khanyi: (blushing) “Sorry, Rendani.”

We continued with our activities without saying a
word to him. Khanyi is very fun, and talkative.
Something tells me she and Rami will be a perfect fit.
After our session we walked out and | heard Rendani
call out to me. | looked back and he ran towards me.
He wasn't even out of breath, that's how sporty he is.
He reminds me of Kg a bit.

Rendani: "Thato, can | talk to you for a moment?”



Thato: "Sure. Khanyi, I'll be right back.”

Meanwhile Khanyi was blushing like crazy. Ai.

Thato: "Yes?”

Rendani: (sigh) "Look, I'm so sorry about being a jerk.
| didn't mean to make you uncomfortable in any way.
I'm no pervert, Thato. | was raised very well, so
please forgive me.”

| looked at him and he looked full of remorse.

Shame, maybe | misjudged him. He seems genuine,
| think.

Thato: "It's okay, it's just that with everything
happening today you just can't trust a stranger,
right?”



Rendani: "True, just give me a chance to prove that
you can trust me. I'd like to be your friend, that's all.”

| smiled and | nodded.

Thato: "Okay.”

Rendani: (relieved) "May | come over with my brother
later on? Just for a housewarming party? Don't
worry, it's a party for four.”

Then | thought about Khanyi.

Thato: "Well, my friend Khanyi might want to come
over.”

Rendani: "Sure, she can come as well. Don't worry,



we'll bring all the food and drinks.”

| nodded as he said goodbye. Rami came out of the
hall and walked to Khanyi and |I. Khanyi was still
blushing and staring at Rendani walk away

Rami: "And then?”

Thato: "Oh, he asked if they could host a
housewarming for us at our flat. They'll bring the
drinks and food.”

Rami: (raised eyebrow) "Ai, Rendani is trying too
much, but I'll give him the benefit of the doubt. As
long as you stay by my side tonight.”

| nodded.



Thato: "Oh, this is Khanyi by the way.”

Rami: "Hi, Khanyi.”

Khanyi greeted back and Rami seemed cool with her
presence. | invited Khanyi over for the
housewarming and she didn't even want to go back
to her place and change. She went straight to our
flat with us. We got into my car and drove back to
our flat. Upon arrival we cleaned up and since
Khanyi didn't bring any clothes, | gave her a top to
wear just in the mean time since we're pretty much
the same size. There's no way she can fit into
Rami's clothes, she has an ass that could fit both of
us in it. We took out a few snacks, | mean we don't
want to seem like we've been expecting their food
and drinks. They finally arrived with tons of food and
tons of drinks. Thendo brought his laptop and
speaker, so that we could listen to some music. The
whole time Khanyi was blushing while looking at
Rendani.



Rami: "Aowa (No), girl. It's rude to stare. Don't make
it so obvious that you're a virgin.”

Khanyi: "How do you know I'm a virgin?”

Rami: "l can tell, I'm an expert at these things.”

| laughed a bit.

Khanyi: “Thato, are you one?”

| was about to answer, but Rami beat me to it yet
again.

Rami: "This one is not one, she lost her virginity a
few months ago. So consider the both of you virgins
since you have a lot to learn.”



| couldn't help but burst out in laughter as Khanyi
looked like she was taking some serious tips. Al,
Khanyi seems like she's on a real mission to lose her
virginity. Rendani brought me a glass of wine which
he filled. He didn't even ask me if that's what |
wanted to drink.

Rendani: "A glass of wine for the beautiful lady.”

| was about to take it, but Rami accidentally fell on
me and the glass spilled on my yellow top.

Rami: "Oh, man. I'm so clumsy. Forgive me friend.”

Rendani was a bit unimpressed and clenched his jaw.
| don't get it, it's just a glass of wine and besides,
there's plenty where it came from.



Rami: "It was just a mistake, right Rendani?”

Rendani changed his facial expression all of a
sudden and it became a lot softer. He didn't seem
upset anymore.

Rendani: "Of course. I'll get a cloth for you.”

While he went to the kitchen counter, Rami became
serious as she pulled Khanyi and | to her bedroom.

Rami: "Lesson number one: never take an unsealed
drink from a stranger. You seriously need to be
more vigilant Thato, that goes for you too, virgin
mary.”

Wow, does Rami really think Rendani is capable of
drugging me? Why does it seem like she knows
what she's talking about? Like she has some sort of



experience with these kind of things?

Chapter Thirty Six

2 Corinthians 12:9 - “But he said to me, ‘My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.’ Therefore | will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
rest on me.”

A few days later

Thato

That night was a great night. | took Rami's advice
and went for ciders instead. Khanyi had her first
taste of alcohol that night and yhr following day she
was a real mess, after vomiting every drop of alcohol
she had that night. Rami made her her famous
hangover cure and | was shocked to see her up and
running by 9am, just in time for orientation.



Rendani and Thendo have been spending quite a lot
of time with us, even some of the first years are
already jealous. Ai, | don't see their reasons because
honestly, Rendani isn't my type. Thendo and Rami
flirt every chance they get, so I'm not bothered. We
have officially started with our lectures and to be
honest I'm starting to stress out. I'm worried about
money, and | won't have much by the end of the year.
| have started looking at possible jobs like waitering,
but the money isn't much. | can't help but feel a bit
doen today, even on a Saturday.

Rami: "Babes, why are you so sour?”

Thato: (sigh) "I've been looking at possible jobs,
Rami. None of them will be able to help me pay off
my studies next year. I'm on the bursary waiting list,
apparently they give out a limited number each year.
If I don't get a job soon, | might not come back next
year."



Rami: "Babe, I'll help you look, don't worry about it so
much. Besides, I'm here to help. | make enough to
survive and have fun.”

Rami always disappears on Saturday evenings. She
says she goes to work. It's time | ask here what she
actually does that require her to work so much at
night. | mean she's literally never broke.

Thato: "What about your kind of job? | mean you did
say you make a lot of money.”

Rami: "Eish, Tee. You wouldn't be interested in my
kind of job, man. It's just not for girls like you.”

| don't know if | should feel offended or if | should
feel like Rami doesn't want to help me. | can't help
but feel defeated and odd about her reaction. | felt
the tears building up again.



Rami: (worried) "Tee, bathong (gosh). Ska lla (Don't
cry). Eish, okay. What | meant is you wouldn't be
interested in my kind of work because I'm sort of an
escort.”

| gave her an astonished look.

Thato: (shocked) "Heh (huh)?! You mean like a
prostitute?”

Rami: (chuckling) "No, man. | don't sleep with them,
| just entertain them. | only perform small favours
fela (only).”

Yoh, this is too much for me.

Thato: "Small favours such as?”



Rami: "Ag, you know, Rubbing their dicks every now
and then. A blow job here and there. Sometimes
they just want to see you naked while others just
want to eat you out. Others just want to talk, or
spoon or cuddle. We have a strict no sex rule,
unless you want to rank a lot of money. But that
would be too much for me, I'd probably kill myself if |
allowed any of these fat fucks to shove their dicks
inside of me.”

| don't even know what to say.

Thato: "How often do you do such a job?”

Rami: "A few times a month, depending on the gig.
Sometimes we're hired to be these men's dates, and
you just have to sit there and pretend to enjoy their
conversation.”



Ja neh, life is a movie.

Thato: "So, how much do you make on one job?”

Rami: "Depends on the client, but normally we make
about R5000 to even R20 000 per job. If you make
more than R10 000 then you most probably have to
sleep with the guy and do whatever he wants. But
we always have panic buttons on standby and they
are not allowed to sleep with us outside of the club.”

I'm honestly too shocked for words. So is this what
people get up to in Jo'burg? R5000 a few times
could really boost me a great deal. | might as well
see for myself and if | don't like it then I'll have to
settle for something else.

Thato: “I'd like to try it.”



Rami didn't seem very pleased about it.

Rami: "Tee, | don't think it's a good idea, really.”

Thato: "Please, Rami. I'm desperate. At least let me
try one gig.”

Rami was reluctant, but she agreed.

Rami: "Okay, but you'll have to follow my lead, please.
And stay by my side and listen attentively.”

| nodded and listened carefully.

Rami: “l have a gig tonight at 8pm, at the club. We're
hosting the Naidoo's. These men are loaded and are
big in the business industry. You have to dress the

part and behave the part as well. To ease your mind



and nerves, have a drink or two before we get there.
Now, we're talking about Indian Moguls here.
Pravesh and Rajesh are brothers, twins to be exact.

Their father is a serious blesser, but he's the biggest
pervert of them all. You just have to be calm and
entertain them. If they touch you, you gently move
their hands and touch their chest and brush their
thighs every now and then. The dad, Adesh, likes
new girls so he'll most probably pick you tonight. He
likes them young and innocent and likes the thrill of
the rush, more especially when you don't want to
sleep with him. Don't worry, Bouncers are always
outside and my aunt Vivian would ruin his reputation
for a whole lifetime.”

This all sounds like a messed up movie, but I'm the
last person to judge right now. I'm in need of extra
money. Rami got me into one of her expensive
dresses, luckily it's a stretch so | managed to fit in it
perfectly. She did my make up and styled my hair. |



look a few years older after this whole make over, |
mean | look mature, very mature. I'm really scared of
what's to come, but Rami promised to be by my side.

Apparently she spoke to this aunt Vivian of hers,
who's actually her mom's sister. | don't even know
why Rami even does all this, she doesn't need the
money. She says money is never enough and she
has a demanding lifestyle. | thought we were going
to use my car, but Rami said we never use our own
transport whenever we do these gigs just in case
these perves want to follow us and check where we
live. The driver called Rami and upon leaving the
apartment, we bumped into the Venda brothers yet
again. They were so shocked, but in a good way.
They even thought we were going partying or
something.

Thendo: (whistling) “Looking good, Rami baby.”

Rami: (laughing) "I always look good, Thendo.”



Thendo: (laughing) "Of course.”

Rendani was speechless, he was almost drooling.
Such looks make me uncomfortable just coming
from a guy like Rendani, now how will | even manage
when rich, fat men like Adesh and his sons glare at
me like that?

Thato: "It's rude to stare, you know.”

Rendani: “Uh, sorry, it's just that... You look so
beautiful.”

Thato: "Uhm, thank you.”

Rami: "Tee, hun we have to bounce. Later guys.”



We walked away but | could feel Rendani's eyes on
me. We got into the car and | said a silent prayer, |
know, I'm probably a hypocrite for praying before
going to the devil's playground, but what's a girl to
do? We finally arrived at Club Vivienne. What did |
expect? She named the club after herself, but in
French spelling. It's a really posh club though.

As we entered, we didn't even have to wait in the
queue like all the other people, instead the bouncers
greeted Rami on first name basis on top of that. We
walked in and the club was buzzing, a bit full, but it's
really loud in here and way too busy for my liking. All
these lights, disco balls and loud music makes me
feel a bit dizzy.

This doesn't look like an escort setting to me. Then
we walked through a door behind this really big
bouncer. The door is so well hidden and well
camouflaged, that you can't even notice it. We
walked through and everything in here is much



quieter than the clubbing side. It's a much fancier
side, with expensive champagne everywhere, from
Verve to Dom Perignon and a few half naked girls
walking around in lingerie. I'm so shocked, but | tried
to act normal. | couldn't even stomach any food at
the flat as | was nervous about all this.

Rami: "Here, have a sip or two and relax.”

| took the glass of champagne and downed the
whole glass. Champagne isn't even that tasty, it's
just expensive.

Rami: "Don't drink too much and too fast, you might
do stupid stuff due to alcohol. Whenever you're with
these guys, drink slowly, very slowly. Opt for the
glasses brought by her (pointing at one of the girls in
lingerie). She brings us non-alcoholic drinks that
look and taste like alcohol. That way they can't drug
you or try to take advantage of you. Never leave

your drink unattended, if you want to excuse yourself,



take it with you or finish it right in front of them.”

This is quite a lot of information to process all in one
night. It's even worse than Engineering. A beautiful,
but mature woman with a big afro walked down the
stairs. | assume this is Vivian.

Vivian: (smiling) "Rami, baby. | see you've brought
us a new protege. Hmm, she doesn't seem like she's
one to even set foot into such places. My dear, how
are you?”

Thato: “I'm well and you?”

Vivian: "Very good, thank you. Whenever you feel
uncomfortable, let us know. This is a place of fun,
not abuse, okay?”

| nodded anxiously as we sat down on one of the



couches. Rami sat next to me the whole time,
shame, | actually feel bad because she has to be my
babysitter tonight. Then a few minutes later, three
men walked in. Two almost identical looking Indians,
and one older looking one.

The twins are draped in hair gel, my goodness and
the man has a fat belly for days. | don't even know
how he bends over when his belly almost reaches
his knees. Vivian greeted them, so these must be
the Naidoos. The twins Rajesh and Pravesh wasted
no time and sat in between the girls, while Adesh,
the father looked straight at me. | knew right there
and then that I'm his target for tonight.

Adesh: "Viv, | see you brought us a new girl. 1 like
this one, she's very beautiful and unique. Where did
you find her?”

Vivian: "l can't give away my secrets. Remember
now, Adesh, play nice.”



Adesh: "Of course, your wish is my command,
Madame V.”

He walked towards me and extended his arm. |
handed him my hand reluctantly as he kissed it. His
wrinkled skin gave me nasty goosebumps and his
awful smell nearly made me puke. How does Rami
stomach this shit?

Adesh: "Rami, baby, This friend of yours is a real
beaut.”

Rami: (smiling) "She is my sister.”

Adesh: "Well, in that case, I'd like to have two of the
most beautiful girls tonight.”

Adesh walked up the stairs with Rami and | by his



side. My heart was pounding and racing way too
fast. | felt so flushed and everytime | felt his
disgusting fingers slither down my back, | felt like |
was losing a part of myself. Rami did warn me, what
have | gotten myself into?

Rendani

| can't believe Thato isn't even phazed by my efforts.
I've tried being nice to her, but she doesn't even
show any interest in me. She's so beautiful, and |
don't know, but | just her all for myself. If | ever have
her, no scratch that when | have her I'll make sure |
get her pregnant. | find myself fantasizing about her
every chance she gets. | know it's wromg, but | can't
help it.

She arouses me everg time | see her and after | saw
her in that tight dress, | couldn't help, but picture her
firm, pink nipples and her tight, bright pussy. |
honestly can't wait to dip my fingers in there.



Thendo always gets the beautiful girls and now it's
my turn to shine as well. | didn't believe her for a
second when she said they're just going for a night
out, so | followed them.

| told Thendo I'm going to the garage to buy
something and | saw them go into Madame
Vivienne's club. We all know what happens in that
club and for Thato to stoop so low, | didn't expect it
really. | expected it from Rami, but not her. Thato is
clearly hung up on that stupid ex of hers, she even
hasn't bothered to remove their pictures together on
Social Media. If she finds out that he's actually right
under her nose, | won't stand a chance. ['ll have to
resort to desperate measures really quickly. |
always get what | want and girls never say no to me.

Chapter Thirty Seven

1 Corinthians 10:13 - "No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability,



but with the temptation he will also provide the way
of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”

Thato

| got so nervous the moment we walked into one of
the bedrooms. | tried to hide it, but Rami could
clearly see that | am.

Rami: (whispering) "Relax. You won't do anything,
trust me.”

| nodded slightly as Adesh slowly walked towards us
with his big belly. | can't even stomach looking at
him. He slowly took his jacket off and came to sit
inbetween us as we were sitting on the couch facing
the bed.

Adesh: (smiling) “So Rams, tell me what you two



would like to do for me tonight? | promise, | pay very
good price tonight. I'll triple your fee. For both.”

| felt very nervous as his filthy hand landed on my
thigh. Rami is such a natural, she's not even worried.

Rami: "Adesh, tonight let me do the work. She's new,
so you need to behave.”

Adesh: (sigh) "Why don't you just accept my
proposal and be my concubine? | promise | take
good care of you - of both of you.”

I'd never be anyone's concubine. He can miss me.

Rami: (smiling) "Maybe one day.”

She pulled him away from the couch, as | sat there



watching nervously. | can't imagine myself doing
such. | watched Rami slowly take off Adesh's pants
while he was looking at me with a slight smirk on his
face. | never understand why rich people do such
vile things in the name of money. She slowly started
sucking his penis and | felt like | could puke. Adesh
slowly lay on the bed with the rest of his body, as he
moaned in pleasure.

Adesh: "Ahh, Rami. You always know how to make
me cum. Tell your friend to join us.”

Rami: "Another time, Adesh.”

She signaled to me with her eyes to leave. | didn't
even think twice. | stormed out of there with my
stomach turning. Vivian saw me and she didn't even
ask any questions.

Vivian: "The driver is outside. Come, I'll escort you.”



Thato: (relieved) "Thank you.”

As we walked out | literally felt like | was about to
vomit, but | kept swallowing my vomit. When we got
outside, | sae the driver already waiting and Vivian
looked at me.

Vivian: “Listen, Rami told me about your situation.
The moment you walked in | knew this wouldn't be
the job for you. | can hook you up with a Nanny job.
A high profile client of mine is looking for a nanny for
his grandchild. I'll be in touch.”

She have me a hug and | was shocked as | thought
she would be mad at me for driving one of her high
rollers away or something. As | was about to get
into the car, | saw Rendani approach.

Rendani: "Hi, TT.”



| froze for a second. No one ever calls me that
except for Kg. Could it be a coincidence that he's
decided to call me that? | don't know. Vivian looked
at him puzzled and then at me.

Vivian: "Do you know this guy?”

Thato: "Yes, we live in the same building and attend
at the same campus.”

Vivian: "Okay then. Be safe.”

Rendani: “Do you need a ride?”

| thought about riding with the driver, but then going
with Rendani can't be a bad idea, right? | know him

after all, well, sort of. | got into his car and he drove
off. | thought he would head straight to the flat, but



he made a stop at the nearest McDonald's drive
through. | feel a bit weird because he didn't ask me
if I'd like to have food or anything. | guess I'm just
used to Kg. Perhaps it's time | get him out of my
mind.

Rendani: "Would you like something to eat?”

I'm actually a bit hungry, so | ordered a large Quarter
Pounder Meal with some orange juice. He ordered a
McFeast Meal and we headed home. | didn't even
wait for us to get home, | just started eating my
chips. We got to our building and | thought he'd
press his floor number in the lift, but instead, he only
pressed my floor number.

Thato: (puzzled) "Aren't you going to your flat?”

Rendani: "Oh, | thought perhaps you and | could chill
together for a bit. You look like you went through



something hectic in that club.”

| thought it was just a coincidence seeing him
outside the club at that specific tine, but what if he
was actually stalking me or something?

Thato: "Oh, okay.”

Rendani: ”l apologize, | should have asked first.”

Yes, actually he should've.

Thato: "It's okay.”

We walked to my flat and he sat on the couch. | ate
the rest of my food as he ate his. | feel a lot better
now.



Rendani: "So, do you mind telling me what happened
tonight?”

What makes him think that something actually
happened? Rendani has this weird and quite
annoying tendency of being too interested in my life.
Even after | made it clear that | don't want a
boyfriend. Even if | did, | wouldn't want it to be him.

Thato: "Excuse me?”

Rendani;: "TT-"

Thato: "Don't call me that! Since when do you even
call me that?!”

Rendani: (looking down) "I'm sorry, look, Thato. |
don't think girls like you should be prostituting
themselves for money. | mean, | can expect that



from Rami but not you. You're better than that, if you
need money then | can take care of you.”

| felt myself fume from the pit of my stomach. Who
the fuck does things like that?

Thato: (angered) "Excuse me?! O nagana gore o
mang (Who do you think you are), Rendani?!”

Rendani: “I didn't mean it like that-"

| didn't even wait for him to finish.

Thato: "You don't even know me and I'm starting to
think you're stalking me or something! Who gave
you the right to call me a prostitute?!”

Rendani: "Thato, please...”



Thato: "Please leave. In fact, let me refund you for
the food you bought me.”

He was a bit hurt by my reaction.

Rendani: ”I bought that food for you out of love.”

| didn't even wait, instead, | took out some money
from my purse and shoved it in his hand.

Thato: "Leave!”

He slowly walked out with his head down in shame.
| don't get what Rendani's plan is with me, but he's
annoying as fuck. | tried sleeping after he left but |
was struggling to, so | sat in front of the tv and tried
to watch something. Rami walked in hours later.



Rami: (worried) "Yoh, Tee, why o sa arabe phone
(why weren't you answering your phone)?”

Thato: "I forgot | had put it on silent. | haven't
checked it ever since | got back. Askies (Sorry).”

She hugged me and | hugged her back. | feel so
relieved that she's back.

Rami: “I'm sorry you had to go through that, but | did
warn you.”

Yes, she did actually, plenty of times and | kept on
insisting.

Thato: "Yes, you did. I'm so sorry for putting you in
that awkward position.”



Rami: "No need, man. | just want to make sure
you're okay.”

Thato: "To be honest, I'm traumatized. | mean, He's
so fat and ugly and smelly.”

Rami burst out in laughter. She's so relaxed for
someone who just had to suck off a fat fuck.

Rami: "Thato, just be glad you don't love money like |
do, hey. It's not so bad. It's just a blow job. Besides,
| come bearing good news.”

Thato: "What?”

She took out an envelope and handed it to me.



Rami: "Adesh was so excited to see a new face, even
Vivian is surprised. He coughed out 20K each for
the two of us. He says he'd like to see you again, but
| told Vivian that it's not possible. You won't be
going any more.”

Im so shocked | couldn't believe it. All this money is
so tempting, really.

Rami: "Don't even think of going back there again.
Besides, she has hooked you up with a job for one of
her prestige clients. You'll just watch the kid few
times a week and drive the child around as often as
needed. They're willing to pay you R10 000 a month
just to work three times a week.”

Yoh, | don't know what kind of client is willing to pay
10k for a nanny, but I'm all for it. Perhaps | was
meant to go to the club tonight and meet Vivian. |
think otherwise | would never have gotten this
opportunity. My prayers have finally been answered.



Chapter Thirty Eight

1 John 4:18 - "There is no fear in love. But perfect
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect
in love.”

Thato

| slept like a baby after last night's hectic ordeal. I'm
very glad ny nifht turned out to be great in any case.
I'm still pissed at Rendani though and | doubt I'd ever
want him near me ever again. | had a bit of a weird
dream about Kg, though.

| dreamt seeing him and | kept calling after him, but
he gave me one look and then kept walking further.
It's like he didn't even recognize me in the dream, I'm
not sure. | did however pray for his safety and health,
wherever he might be. | have a very strange feeling



that he's alive somewhere, somehow. Today | don't
have any lectures scheduled, so | have to go meet
my new boss so we can sign the contract and even
finalize my working hours and salary. I'm not
complaining that I'd be working three to four days a
week, sometimes during weekends.

| quickly said a prayer before | headed out. | don't
have my license yet, so | don't want to get arrested
or be given a ticket. | headed out and scouted if
Rendani is stalking me, but luckily he wasn't around.
| decided to call an Uber, even though Westcliffe is
about 7 minutes away from Braamfontein, | still
don't know Johannesburg that well to walk around
alone. Apparently people get mugged here a lot.

| arrived in Northcliffe and my goodness, these
houses are a real beaut. I've never encountered
such beauty in my life before. | gave the Uber driver
his far and walked towards the gate. The gate is
huge and long, and the walls as well. You cannot



see what's behind the walls, but the house is huge.
A mansion of note, even from the outside it's that
visible. | pressed the intercome and within seconds,
a rather rude woman answered.

Woman: "Yes?”

Thato: (nervously) "Hi, I'm Thato Maake, I'm here for
the Au pair position.”

Woman: "Come in.”

She opened the gate and | was in awe. I've never
seen such a beautiful house before, only on tv. They
must be filthy rich. | saw an Audi R8 that looks
exactly like the one Rendani and Thendo like driving.
Ah, everyone around this neighbourhood probably
owns an Audi or something. It's a bit of a mission to
walk towards the door, as the yard is very big.



No wonder everyone has a car around here. There's
water fountains around the yard and beautiful roses
and a huge garden. | passed a few gardeners and |
greeted them with a smile. Luckily they greeted
back. These people most probably have a lot of
money. They must be loaded. | finally got to the
door, after what felt like an eternity of walking. |
knocked and | got the shock of my life.

Thato: (astonished) "Rendani?”

Rendani: (rudely) "Ja.”

This guy must be stalking me or something. I'm
supposed to meet the Nembilwi household. Oh, shit.
| don't even know Rendani's surname. Could he be
one of the people who actually live here?

Thato: (nervously) "I came here for-"



Rendani didn't even give me a second to speak. He
shut me down in a very rude manner.

Rendani: "For the maid job, yes.”

| frowned as | looked at him. Maid? Yoh he doesn't
even call them helpers? Maybe | misunderstood
what Rami told me. | thought | was going to be an
au pair. Not that | mind cleaning and all that. | could
do with the extra cash.

I"

Rendani: "Ma weh! A tsho swika (She has arrived)

With that said he left me standing right there. | don't
even know if I'm supposed to walk in or not. | was
raised in such a way that you never enter the house
without being invited in. So, | stood there like an
idiot until Rendani came back. It feels like he's being
deliberately rude towards me. Most probably
because of the way | spoke to him last night. He



deserved it, and | won't change my statement.

Rendani: "What are you still waiting for? Ma doesn't
have all day, you know.”

Wow, | just walked in and followed him. | have no
idea why he would be this rude instead of
apologizing to me. The house is so big, and draped
in real marble. The house is sparkling clean and |
wonder how many people actually clean this house.
We walked towards a huge lounge with the most
beautiful black leather couches. We approached a
very beautiful dark skinned woman.

Her skin is so flawless, you'd swear she's never had
a single pimple in her life. Now | see where Rendani
and Thendo get their looks. She's beautiful, but not
very friendly to say the least. She gave me a filthy
look which made me feel like I'm a bit inadequate or
something. People have been very mean towards
me for years, but I've never felt this intimidated in my



entire life.

Mrs. Nembilwi: (frowning) “"Nahone Zwino (And now)?
What is this, Rendani?”

By this she was referring to me, even making hand
gestures. I've never been this humiliated before. |
just stood there, forcing the tears back.

Rendani: "Zwine na khou zwi amba, Mma weh (What
are you saying, Mom)?”

They're so rude without a care in the world. | don't
understand a single fucking word of Venda, but do
they even care?

Mrs. Nembilwi: "Your father never mentioned he's
bringing a white girl here! How will she even clean?!
Does she even know how to?!”



Wow, she's even talking about me as if I'm not even
here. How condescending.

Rendani: (laughing) Mma weh (Mom, please). She's
black, although I'm not sure if she is even 100%
black.”

There is Rendani, rubbing salt into the deep wound.

Rendani: "Hayi, your father likes bringing me random
girls. You, what's your name?”

Thato: (nervous) "My name is Thato, ma'am.”

Mrs. Nembilwi: "Hmm, you do know that you're here
for the maid position, right?”



Thato: "I was under the impression that I'd be an Au
pair.”

Mrs. Nembilwi: (frowning) “If you don't need this job,
| can skip right to the next candidate. | mean a lot of
people would kill for 10 grand.”

Thato: I didn't mean any offense, Ma'am. Yes, Il
take the job.”

Mrs. Nembilwi: "Good. You start now. Rendani will
show you to one of the bedrooms where you can get
changed into your uniform.”

Wow, just like that, | met my first boss ever, the
rudest bitch in Northcliffe. In a split second, | went
from Thato the student to Thato the Student / Maid.
| work for Rendani's parents, how humiliating. God,
you promised me a better life. Is this what I'm really
meant for? Humiliation at the hands of people who



hate me for no reason?

Chapter Thirty Nine

Hebrews 11:1 — “Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

Thato

| don’t know what Rendani’s planis orif itis a
coincidence that he is here today at the same time |
was supposed to meet my new Employer. | don't
know, but I'm getting a very funny feeling about him.
He's just not putting my mind at ease. He walked in
front of me as we headed up the stairs, while
walking up | saw big and very beautiful family
portraits.

A particular one caught my eye, one with Rendani,
Thendo, Mrs. Nembilwi, a man who | assume is their
father, a much older looking woman who looks a lot



like Rendani and Thendo, and a very young girl, who
also looks a lot like Mrs. Nembilwi, and another older
looking guy who looks a lot like the man | presume
to be the father.

They were all standing around an older looking man
sitting on a big chair, wearing Traditional Venda
attire. The old man is holding a uniquely carved
knob-kierrie. | can't help but think that the man
looks exactly like a Chief. Anyway, Rendani stopped
in front of one of the doors and stared at me as he
opened the door.

Rendani: “This is the room you'll be using when
you're here. | know you're not used to Royalty, so
don't get too comfy.”

With that said, he walked away. Wow, so this guy is
actually sour because | pretty much rejected him?

The fucking nerve! Does he really think I'd even



consider giving him a chance after his little petty
stunts? He can miss me. | changed into the uniform,
although it is way too big on me. | can't help but feel
as if Mrs. Nembilwi is deliberately trying to make my
life a living hell. 1 mean, doesn’t she even work? |
knelt down and said a little prayer before heading
out.

“Dear God, | humble myself before you. |thank you
so much for your mercy and Grace and for allowing
me an opportunity to be here. | don’'t know what the
future holds or what my purpose here is, but | ask
you to lead the way, oh, Lord. Heal my heart and
protect my Kg wherever he may be. Help me endure
whatever is about to come, for you are the one who
always fights my battles. You said in Proverbs 3:5-6
“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the
desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord,
trust in him, and He will act.” | choose to trust in you
Lord, fight all my battles for me and make me whole
again. | pray it in Jesus Mighty name, Amen.”



| got up hastily and walked downstairs, only to find
Mrs. Nembilwi already waiting for me and tapping
her foot.

Mrs. Nembilwi: (annoyed) “I know, you’re not used to
such a big house and you were most probably raised
in a tin house, but did you have to take so long?”

Wow, this woman is rude as fuck. Tin house? Really?
She is a very boastful woman, if you ask me. That is
something the Lord hates, people who idolize money
and forget to humble themselves. She should ask
Sonto what happens to people like them, that one is
yet to receive her punishment.

Thato: “I apologize, Ma'am. | never meant to keep
you waiting.”

Mrs. Nembilwi: “Next time, | won't be so lenient! A
lot of girls would kill for this job! You're not special
just because you're light!”



There it is again. That condescending attitude of
hers. What is it with people and their hatred towards
the colour of my skin? | never asked God to make
me the way | am. As she was done giving me a
tongue lashing, a man who looks exactly like the one
in the portrait | saw earlier on approached us.

Mr. Nembilwi: “Hai, Hai, Hai, Constance! Why are
you shouting at this poor child like that?! What have
| been telling you about being rude towards our
helpers?!”

He looked seriously pissed, something tells me heis
the exact opposite of his wife. | looked at Mrs.
Nembilwi as she slowly looked down.

Mrs. Nembilwi: “I'm very sorry, My husband. | didn't
mean to. She was taking long and | just upset. I'm
having a bad day.”



Really?

Mr. Nembilwi: “And why is she dressed like that?!
She is supposed to be an Au Pair, not one of the
helpers!”

| didn’t even know what to do as Mrs. Nembilwi tried
to look for an explanation and Rendani appeared out
of nowhere. | guess he has a bad habit of appearing
out of nowhere.

Rendani: “Hao, Daddy, she is fine like this. Besides,
we need more help around the house.”

Mr. Nembilwi: (Snappy) “Was | talking to you,
Rendani?!”

Rendani looked down in shame.



Rendani: “No, Daddy.”

Mr. Nembilwi: “You never seem to learn your place. |
don’t know why you can never be like Thendo. |
must always do the thinking for you.”

Okay, now | get it. Rendani is a bit of a trouble
maker and is living in Thendo’'s shadow. It must be
tough being him.

Rendani: “Ah, you always compare me to Thendo,
Dad.”

Mr. Nembilwi: “I'll deal with you later.”

He walked towards me and extended his hand. Wow,
he is so kind and humble. His wife never even
bothered to shake my hand.



Mr. Nembilwi: (smiling) “Good day, my name is
Thodani Nembilwi. I'm mostly known as Tiger, but
you can call me Baba.”

| didn't even know if | should shake his hand or not,
but not doing so is considered rude in my culture, so
| went for it. Of course Rendani and Mrs. Nembilwi
didn't take it very well.

Thato: “Pleased to meet you, sir.”

Mr. Nembilwi: “Please, call me Baba. And please,
get out of that hideous uniform. We're not shooting
some weird movie. Your duties will be taking care of
Princess, my granddaughter. You'll be driving her
around every now and then, making her food,
bathing her, that sort of thing.”

Wow, he speaks with so much authority. It seems



as if everyone is afraid of him in this house. His
voice and command is so stern, he doesn’t even
need to ask to be respected.

Thato: “Okay, Baba.”

Mrs. Nembilwi: (fuming) “But, Tiger! She is here to
assist me with the house chores, I|-*

Mr. Nembilwi: (interrupting) “She can help Mavis
serve us if the need arises, otherwise, that is my final
word. Unless you would like to go against my
wishes?”

Mrs. Nembilwi: (looking down) “No, my husband.”

Mr. Nembilwi: “Good. I'll be in my study if anyone
needs me. No disturbances, please. Thato, it was
very lovely to meet you. If anyone, | mean anyone



makes you feel uncomfortable, especially my idiot
son over here, please do feel free to let me know.
He has some very disrespectful tendencies.”

| just nodded, since | had no idea what to say. ltis
my first day here and already | am being subjected to
this crazy family dynamic. Mr. Nembilwi left us
there, while Mrs. Nembilwi looked at me like she was
ready to kill.

Mrs. Nembilwi: “Go change your outfit! But be
warned, you will not win my husband’s favour for
very long. Don't get too comfortable, the last maid
who tried to get into my husband'’s pants, didn't
make it out of here alive.”

She clicked her tongue and left me standing there
gobsmacked. Was that a threat? Does she honestly
think | want her husband for myself? Such an old
man, though? Rendani looked at me with pure
disgust.



Rendani: (Angry) “ Don't get too comfy, missy. This
is my house and you'll still be under my command!”

Wow, hurt much, are we? He clicked his tongue too
and left. | proceeded to the bedroom upstairs and
changed back into my clothes. | don't even know
what to do as | am dressed in a maxi dress and jean
jacket and sandals. | just hope that the rest of the
family isn’t as sickening as Mrs. Nembilwi and
Rendani. | can only hope that he changes his ways
and stops making me feel uncomfortable. | wouldn't
want to lose a job that can change my life in an
instant.

Chapter Fourty

Psalm 46:10 — “Be still and know that | am God.”

Thato



Rendani left a very sour taste in my mouth. | cannot
believe that a guy as old as him would stoop so low
just because he got rejected by a girl. What an idiot.
| met a few of the family members, especially
Princess. She is the three year old | will be looking
after on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. At
times | will be here on Saturdays, but that will be
overtime. | mean, how nice is that? Mr. Nembilwi is
the one who will actually be paying me. | signed my
contract today, much to Mrs. Nembilwi’'s dismay.

I'm just glad Princess likes me, and so does her
mother, Chedza. She is not really bothered by what
Princess does, since everything is pretty much done
for her. | also met Rendani and Thendo's younger
sister, Amber, who is in matric, so we're pretty much
the same age.

| really like her, she has all this money flowing
around her, but she is no phased at al. She likes the
simple life and always refers to her family as



pretentious. | don't get the story behind that, but |
didn’t fret about it. | don't get why she gets to have
an English name, but anyway. | am still yet to meet
the first born son, Mulalo.

Apparently he is some big shot lawyer and lives in
Jozi as well. These people are seriously balling. It
must be really nice to wake up and not worry about
where you'll get your next meal from. | mean, Mrs.
Nembilwi’s biggest stress is chipping her nail and
when she will be getting her next Malaysian weave
shipped to her.

Other than that, she worries about her weight, her
husband’s eating habits and also about the little
fictitious movie that keeps playing in her head of me
trying to steal .her man. | don't get it, but well, it is
what it is.

Speaking of lunch, | met Ausi Mavis, the house
Helper. She is a very nice lady and | really like her - a



lot. She is like the granny | never had. Sheis in her
late fifties, and when | asked her why she is still
working, she said that she won't get a job anywhere
else that pays her this well.

She says her madame is a pain in the ass, but Mrs.
Nembilwi cannot live without Mavis. Apparently
Mavis raised all these kids and changed their
diapers — even little Princess. She says all these
kids are spoiled rotten by Mrs. Nembilwi, but Tiger
draws the line.

She says she has never met a male boss that is so
respectful, but that | must be very careful around
him. He has a tendency of liking young girls, no
wonder Mrs. N thinks | will steal her man from him.
That’s the thing with married men, they always think
they can do better.

They just never know what to do with their money.
As | was preparing the rest of the lunch with Ausi



Mavis, Mrs. N walked into the kitchen with an
annoyed look on her face. What's new?

Mrs. N: “Thato, my husband wants you to take his
lunch to him in his study.”

| looked at Ausi Mavis who just gave me a blank
stare, but deep down | knew what she was trying to
tell me.

Mrs. N: (sigh) “Zwino (So)? Are you just going to
stand there and stare at me? Do you get paid to
stare at me, Thato?”

Bathong (goodness) this woman. | haven’t even
reached pay day yet and already she is making it
seem like I'm an ungrateful brat.

Thato: “Apologies, Ma'am, I'll take the food right



away.”

Mrs. N just clicked her tongue and left in haste. |
quickly picked up the tray and Ausi Mavis held my
arm.

Ausi Mavis: “Be careful of him. You are a prayer
warrior, Thato. Just keep your cool and be careful.”

| looked at her and | knew she meant every word.
Whatever Tiger is capable of doing, | get the feeling
he has done it before. | knocked swiftly on his study
door and my heart started palpitating as he told me
to enter. | did as told and found him sitting on his
chair, behind his office desk.

He smiled so widely as soon as he saw me walk in.
| don’t know, the smile on his face is not the same,
genuine smile | saw a few hours ago. His eyes seem
to be wandering around, and inviting themselves to



what is underneath my clothes.

| don’t know, but | get the feeling he is undressing
me with his eyes. | started shaking as | stood in
front of him while his eyes just made trails up and
down my body. | nearly spilled the juice as | hastily
put the tray down on his table. The shock was
overwhelming my body. What the fuck is going on
with this family?

Thato: (shaky) “I... I'm very sorry, Mr. Nembilwi.
Please forgive me for my clumsiness. I'll go get a
cloth to wipe it all off.”

| was about to hurry out, when he called me.

Mr. N: “Don’t worry about that, Thato. Mistakes
happen. Please, sit.”



Eish, | was seriously dreading this. | really didn't
want to sit down wih him, but once again it would be
rude to decline. Who knows? | might get fired for
declining his offer. | sat down hesitantly.

Mr. N: (smiling) “You are a very lovely girl, Thato.
Very beautiful, too. What is a girl like you really
doing here?”

Thato: (nervous) |, I'm a Mechanical Engineering
student, and | needed a job like this to help me pay
off my fees.”

Mr. N: “Hmm, | see. You must be a very bright girl,
Thato. No wonder my boy has fallen head over
heels with you. If | didn't know better, I'd say he is
indeed obsessed with you.”

Thato: (frowning) “Excuse me?”



Mr. N: “Rendani, he is completely crazy about you.
He has been stalking your Facebook and Instagram
pages. He does not take rejection very well, you
know. That boy is really out of his mind.”

| started feeling a bit dizzy. Rendani has been
stalking and watching my every move?! No bloody
wonder he keeps popping up everywhere | go.
Perhaps Tiger is a good father. He is informing me
about this so he can only mean well, right?

Mr. N: “You know, he doesn’t take rejection very well,
because he is a boy. I'm a man, Thato, A very patient
man. | can give you all your heart’s desires, | can
even pay all your fees and costs upfront, if you just
agree to be mine.”

What the actual fuck?! My eyes literally popped out.
| don’t know what to do, and honestly | have no idea
why my life always turns into such a crazy spiral.



Thato: (scared) “I, | don't follow.”

Mr. N: “Let me be straightforward with you. | really
like you, Thato. | want you to be my mistress. |
promise, we will be very discreet. | won't expect
anything from you other than our initial agreement.
We can even sign a contract. | can take good care of
you if you just let me have you.”

I’'m so overwhelmed with shock that | can't even
speak. |justlooked at him, and though he would say
it was a dream or something, but nope. He was
dead serious.

Mr. N: “I'll give you a week to think about it. Just
don't take too long.”

| don’t even know what to say. | tried speaking, but
my throat was extremely dry. | couldn’t even open



my mouth, because my tongue betrayed me
instantly.

Mr. N: “You may leave.”

| quickly go up and walked out of that study in high
speed. | was about to go to Ausi Mavis, but Mrs. N
stopped me. Yoh, this woman is so insecure it is not
even funny. It is unattractive and very distasteful.

Mrs. N: (fuming) “Why did you take so long in there?
What did he say to you?”

Thato: “Nothing. He just asked me about my school
work."

Hao, Mrs. N slapped me so hard out of the blue that |
fell to the ground. Everyone rushed to the scene to
see why | was screaming after the shock of her



slapping me. | held my burning cheek and | could
feel her eyes pierce through my skin, filled with
nothing but venom.

Amber: (shocked) “Ma! Why would you do such a
thing?!”

| was still in shock as | did not even say anything.

Chedza: “Are you okay, sis?”

| had to pretend.

Thato: “Uh, yes, | am. Thank you.”

As | was about to get up, Mrs. N was shouting and
cursing at me again, until a tall, dark and very
handsome guy walked in. He looks a lot like Mr. N.



They breathe the same aura and he has the same
authority in his voice as his father. This must be
Mulalo.

Mulalo: “What is happening here?! Ma, have you
started again?!”

Everyone kept quiet and stared at him with the same
fear as they looked at his father with.

Mrs. N: “This witch is trying to steal my husband
from me!”

Mulalo: “Did you witness her trying to do so, or are
you throwing your insults as you please again?”

Mrs. N: (frustrated) “No! | swear she is, Mulalo! You
can even see the way she is dressed-*



Mulalo: (interrupting) “Don’t you dare, Ma! She could
sue you and get you arrested. Gosh, you can be so
boring at times.”

He extended his hand to help me get up.

Mulalo: “Hi, I'm Mulalo.”

| looked at him and | saw the most beautiful jaw
bone God has ever created. Those teeth wow, |
haven't seen such beauty ever since Kg.

Thato: “Thato...”

| saw Rendani look at me with pure rage more than
hatred. It is like he saw the spark or whatever it is
people call it. This guy has this gorgeous aura
around him. He looks so neat and clean and must
probably be smart too. But, could the Nembilwi



brothers all have a defect of disrespecting women?

It seems like they're all born with that gene. Thendo,
on the other hand is just a flirt, and has never
disrespected a female for the little while | have
known him, while Rendani has a very hectic
reputation on campus.

Tiger, on the other hand is a sick perve. | don’t know
what to make of this situation, but it has barely been
one day and already | have been abused by my so
called madame. Can this get any worse?

Chapter Fourty One

Deutoronomy 8:18 — “But remember the Lord your
God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he
swore to your ancestors, as is today.”

Thato



Mulalo still had his hand stretched out, while the
rest of the people who stood before me were
watching with mixed emotions; Chedza and Amber’s
faces were full of pity; while Mrs. N and Rendani
were overwhelmed with hate and pure rage. |
reached for his hand as he slowly helped me up,
with my one hand still on my cheek. Fuck, this
woman can slap. I've been slapped before, but this
time, shame, I'm feeling it.

Mulalo: “How are you feeling? Let me see.”

| slowly removed my hand from my burning cheek.
As | removed it, | could feel it sting a bit. Mulalo took
one look at my cheek and clenched his jaw
immediately. His face hardened, with his veins
popping out of his neck and forehead. He turned to
look at his mother and | have honestly never seen a
grown man scold his mother like that before in my
entire life.



Mulalo: (enraged) “No vha ni tshi khou ri mini (you
were saying)? What was your reason to slap this
poor girl on her first day of work on top of that?”

Mulalo has such authority and sternness, | doubt his
mother would shout at him. In fact, Mrs. N looked a
bit apprehensive.

Mrs. N: “I... I, | was just scolding her for her
inappropriate behaviour. | didn't mean to slap her,
things just got out of hand.”

She looked down on distress.

Mulalo: “Funny enough that is not the song you were
singing when | walked in here. I'll deal with you later.
Come.”



As he pulled me towards the direction of the kitchen,
Mr. N walked out of his study and stopped us.

Mr. N: “What's with all this commotion?!”

Mr. N's face immediately hardened when he saw me
holding my cheek. It must have turned red, and it
feels swollen. He turned to look at Mrs. N and
immediately walked up to her, fuming.

Mr. N: “What did you do, Constance?! Don't you ever
learn?!”

Mrs. N: (looking down) “I was just reprimanding her
for her bad behaviour, my love.”

Mr. N:"To the bedroom. Now!”

Mrs. N slowly walked after her husband without even
looking at any of us. | don’t know, but something
tells me Mr. N is a bit abusive towards his wife,



especially when he does not get what he wants or if
she goes against his wishes. What is going to
happen to me if | refuse to accept his proposal? |
am frightened, petrified actually. Mulalo walked with
me towards the kitchen and left the rest of the
family standing in the middle of the foyer.

| could feel Rendani’s eyes pierce my back as |
walked towards the kitchen. Mulalo put me on one
of the high chairs as he went for the first aid kit. |
don't know, but he reminds me a lot of KG. Oh, my
goodness, his height, his complexion, his tidiness
and his gorgeous scent just reminds me a lot of Kg.
| cannot help but think of him. Eish, but God why,
though? Why did he have to leave me?

Mulalo: “This will probably sting you a little bit.”

He put a warm cloth on my cheek with some anti-
sceptic liquid. | squirmed a bit in pain at first, but |
felt a lot better after a few seconds. | don't know



why he is being so nice to me all of a sudden. |
mean, his brother is being a dick towards me now
that | have said no to his advances, and his father
has made a proposal to me. | am a bit offended,
honestly.

Mulalo: (smiling) “Forgive me for not formally
introducing myself. Hi, Mfumakadzi (Queen), My
name is Mulalo Nembilwi, | am the first born son of
that dickhead Todani and the bitch who just slapped
you. How unfortunate.”

Wow, talk about straight talk. | thought he would say
he was just joking, but he was dead serious. | don't
know why he would refer to his parents as such, but
who am | to judge? He even called me Mfumakadzi
(Queen). | have heard that somewhere on
Muvhango, but what on earth does it even mean?

Thato: “Uhm, Hello Mulalo. Pleased to meet you.
I'm Thato, Thato Maake.”



Mulalo: (frowning) “That’s it? Aren’t you going to
give me a proper introduction just like | did?”

| don't even know what to say since he just called
his dad a dickhead and his mom a bitch.

Thato: “Oh, uhm, well, | am the daughter of the late
Petunia Maake and well, | am a Mechanical
Engineering student at Wits. This is my first year
and | am just here to earn extra money for my
studies.”

Mulalo: “l see. You're too beautiful to be treated like
a servant, Mfumakadzi (Queen).”

Thato: (puzzled) “May | ask what Mfumakadzi
means?”

Mulalo: (Chuckling) “Oh, forgive me, it means



Queen.”

That laugh, it is so infectious, just like Kg's laugh.
My goodness he also has dimples and perfectly
shaped and sparkly teeth. Yoh, | cannot help but see
a glimpse of Kg in him. My mind must be playing
tricks on me. It has been months, and by now he
would have found me if he really did love me, right?
| didn't even realize | was deep in thought and gazing
at him like a love struck teenager.

Mulalo: (frowning) “Did | say something wrong,
Mfumakadzi (Queen)?”

| quickly came back to mother earth.

Thato: “Oh, no, forgive me. It's just that you remind
me of someone.”



Mulalo9: “Someone good, perhaps?”

Thato: “Let’s just say it is someone I'd rather not talk
about right now.”

Mulalo: “As you wish, Mfumakadzi (Queen).”

Thato: “Forgive me. Thank you so much for helping
me out, but | really have to get going. I'll only be
back here on Wednesday.”

| could see a flash of disappointment on his face.

Mulalo: “Oh, well, | cannot wait to see you then.”

Is this guy flirting with me or something? | can't
even tell. He must be too old for me anyway,
probably in his thirties.



Thato: “Okay.”

| was about to walk upstairs and fetch my bag, when
he stopped me.

Mulalo: “How are you going to get home? | can take
you there.”

| don’t even know if it is a wise idea to allow him to
drive me there.

Thato: “I don’t know if it is a good idea...”

Mulalo: “Jo’burg streets aren't safe for young girls
like you. Go fetch your bag, I'll take you.”

| slowly walked up and fetched my bag. As | walked



out and headed downstairs, | saw Mr. N walking out
of his room, buckling his belt. | hurried down the
stairs to avoid him, and Mulalo noticed the sudden
fear in me. Rendani approached me as well, and
stopped me right in front of his brother, who looked
ready to kill.

Rendan: “Ja, neh. So, you rejected me just so you
could cause chaos in my family?”

Thato: (puzzled) “Excuse me?”

Rendani: “You heard me. You think you're so smart,
Thato, but be warned, I'm watching you.”

Mulalo pushed him out of the way and gave him a
stern warning.

Mulalo: “Watch what you say, boy. She does not



want you, and she is not your type in any case.”

Rendani: (chuckling) “You have always had a soft
spot for servants.”

Mulalo: “It's much better than falling for real
diamonds who don't even want you back. It must
hurt, hey?”

Rendani's smirk suddenly disappeared while Mulalo
gently grabbed me and pulled me away from
Rendani. Perhaps this job was not a blessing in
disguise after all. | don't think | am ready for such
drama. Maybe | just need to end it, but then again,
I'd just be going there for a few days a week, right?
Mulalo opened the door for me as | entered. Wow,
this guy drives a Jaguar.

This family must be swimming in money, even
though | still dont know what they actually do to



earn that money. Mulalo started the car as we drove
off. I've always thought that rich people had it easy
and that they lived happy lives, until | actually
realized that all that money is just for show. It
masks all the rejection, unhappiness and regrets
that they have buried deep inside of their hearts. |
realized all of that just after a day of being in the
Nembilwi household. Such is life.

Todadi “Tiger” Nembilwi

| couldn’t believe my eyes when | first saw that
beautiful girl. Yes, | might be over 50, but | still have
a lot of fire burning inside of me. | always heard
Rendani talk about a girl he is in love with and that
her name is Thato. When Vivian sent me a message,
saying that she has someone who could be an au
pair for my grandchild, | hoped it would be her. She
is one in a million, and Rendani didn't lie.

She is hot and | just can't help, but imagine my lips



on those pink, bright nipples of hers. Ever since she
came to my study, | deliberately summoned her here
just to imagine her naked. Her bright skin tells me
that her pussy is as bright as they come. | can't wait
to suck on that. | always get what | want, and
judging by how desperate she is for money, | will be
sure to get her — one way or another.

| always rush to get these girls and they always bore
me within a week, but with this one, I'll have to play
my cards right. | am going to be patient with her
and hopefully she will be my mistress, for real. |
intend on making her mine and mine alone. Sure, |
love Constance, but she is such a nag and has
become a bit of a bore. A man cannot be having the
same meal for years without getting some dessert
outside.

While | was in my study day dreaming of Thato, and
looking at her pictures on Instagram. | had to unzip
my pants and rub my dick while staring at her



pictures. | had to imagine her sucking on it with her
gorgeous pink lips. | was about to reach my climax,
when | heard all the commotion downstairs. Shit,
this family will be the death of me one day.

That is when | went down and found Thato holding
her cheek. | knew then that Constance had started
with her shit again. This bitch always wants to ruin
my chance at happiness. | summoned her to our
bedroom, because she just has to get punished. We
walked in and | shut the door behind me.

Tiger: “Constance. What is wrong with you?!”

Constance: (frightened) “Please, forgive me, my love.
... | couldn’t help, but notice the way you looked at
her. | know that you want her, just like you always
want all these young girls who work for us.”

Tiger: “Constance, you know that I'm a man of many



desires. | give you all the money in the world. You
have a comfortable life and everything you want
because of me. You don't even have to lift a finger,
man. What more do you want from me?”

Constance: (teary) “l want you to be my husband.
Mine and mine alone, Todani. Why can't you see
that your behaviour is breaking me?”

Tiger:” When you married me you promised to be
there for me through thick and thin. | need this, can't
you see? You alone cannot satisfy my needs. You
refused to let me take a second wife, so you have no
choice but to let me enjoy other women. Besides,
why are you complaining when | always come back
home to you?”

Constance: (pleading) “Please, Todani. I'll do
anything for you. Just please, love me like you used
to. Please..”



| unbuckled my pants as | looked at her.

Tiger: “You like wasting my time. | specifically told
you to treat that child well, but you just had to go
against my wishes. You even slapped her,
Constance. Now, bent down. You know what to do.’

Y

Constance: (pleading) “Please, Tiger, I...”

| slapped her so hard that she nearly fell on the floor.

I"

Tiger: “I said, get on your knees

She did as instructed. | just love it when she gets
scared and frightened. | love inflicting pain on
women, it gives me great pleasure. She got on her
knees and sucked on my cock just the way | like it.
That’s the nice part about being married to women



like Constance, you find them broke and you
upgrade them. They end up worshipping you and
giving you anything you want.

Tiger: (moaning) “Aah, fuck! Yes, Connie. Suck that
dick, baby. Just the way | like it."

She sucked harder and harder and | shot my load all
over her face.

Tiger: “Aah, thank you, my wife. | love you.”

Constance: “l love you too.”

Tiger: “Now wipe that shit off your face and go book
yourself and your friends into a spa, my treat.”

| walked out of there and buckled my belt as | saw



Thato walking out of one of the bedrooms. | wanted
to speak to her, but | saw her running down towards
Mulalo. This boy is really testing me. Thato is mine,
and Rendani should also know that.

Besides, Mulalo stands no chance because once
Thato finds out that he is actually married, it will be
game over for him. There can never be three bulls in
one kraal and they both need to be reminded.

Chapter Fourty Two

Proverbs 16”28 — “A dishonest man spreads strife,
and a whisperer separates close friends.”

Thato

Mulalo asked for my number before dropping me off,
and | gave it to him. | don't know, a part of me gave
it to him because he reminds me of Kg. Seeing
Mulalo gives me some kind of hope, peace of mind



that a glimpse of Kg is there somehow. He is a nice
guy, but | just don't even think | can trust anyone
from that family. As | got out of his car, | found
Rami about to walk into the building. She stopped
as she saw me approach.

Thato: “Hey friend.”

Rami: (frowning) “And then? Why is one of Tiger's
sons dropping you off?”

Hao, Rami knows Tiger and his sons?

Thato: (frowning) “You know Mulalo?”

Rami: Yes. You didn't answer my question, though.
Are you busy with that guy?”



Thato: (laughing) “Don’t be ridiculous. | literally met
him an hour ago.”

She looked at my face and got frightened.

Rami: “What happened to your face?!”

Thato: “Come, let's go in and I'll tell you all about my
day over a bottle of wine.”

Rami walked in with me while she examined my face
the whole time we were walking together. I'd most
probably have reacted the same had | been her. We
got into the flat and | opened us a bottle of wine with
some ice and sat down next to her. | gulped it all
down, while she barely touched hers. The whole
time she was staring at me, waiting for me to start
talking.

Rami: “Talk.”



Thato: (sigh) “Eish, friend. | had no idea my day was
going to turn out like this.”

| told her everything that happened from Mrs.
Nembilwi’s rude introduction, to Rendani’s pettiness,
to Mr. Nembilwi’s outrageous proposal to meeting
Mulalo and his generous gesture. The whole time
she kept gasping and covering her mouth in shock.
When | got to Mr. Nembilwi’s part, she got angry,
really angry.

Rami: “That son of a bitch! Wa go tlwaela (he has
disrespected you), Thato. | have to let Vivian know
about this.”

Which brings me to my next question. How does
she know Tiger and his kids?

Thato: “How do you know Tiger and Mulalo?”



Rami: “He is one of the premium card holders at my
aunt’s club. You can't go back there, Tee. Those
people are dodgy and shady as fuck. | was a bit
suspicious about the salary, but now that | know
you're working for Tiger, | can’t let you go back
there.”

Thato: (frowning) “What do you mean?”

Rami: (sigh) “Look, all | know is that Tiger is very
shady. He likes to have rough sex with a few of our
girls. | refused to be of service to him when | noticed
his abusive tendencies. He likes choking and
beating the shit out of the women he fucks and pays
good money too, about 30 grand per session. He
has always cheated on Constance and since she is
one of Vivian's close friends, she is also one of the
regular customers at the club.”



| frowned as | looked at her. What does she mean
she is a regular at the club?

Rami: “You see, my aunt has a very elite sex club. It
only depends on the kind of work you're willing to do.
The more you're willing to do, the more these rich
assholes pay you for it. There are certain nights that
are only for women, mostly Wednesday and Sunday
evenings. A lot of Vivian's friends come to the club
to fuck boys younger than them since their old
husbands prefer fucking younger girls in their spare
time.”

This is some real, freaky shit.

Thato: “What exactly do these men do for a living?”

Rami: “They mostly run businesses as a front for
their illegal activities. They are all drug dealers.”

| got the shock of my life. So Tiger is a drug dealer?



Does this now mean Mulalo is a part of it too?

Thato: “So, does this mean Rendani and Thendo are
part of it too?”

Rami: “I don't know. | only met them the first time
that day we arrived. | have never seen them at the
club, I have only seen Tiger and Mulalo once or twice.
But he is so reserved, he never chooses a girl. He
stopped coming after the third time, Vivian says that
Tiger wanted to introduce him to this life, but he just
won't budge. He does not seem like his father, but |
don't trust them. [ think Vivian should look for
another job for you.”

| don’t know if | actually should wait for another job.
What if it never comes? | mean ten thousand rand is
a pretty good deal for looking after a child and
cleaning up after rich people, right?



Thato: (worried) “But, Rami, what if | don’t get a
better deal than this?”

Rami: “It is a lot better than to stress yourself out
like this and sell your soul to the devil himself. |
don't trust those people, and neither should you.
Please, trust me. I'll talk to Vivian, but in the mean
time, trust me.”

Thato: (sigh) “Rami, | cannot expect you to take care
of me. | need to hustle on my own.”

Rami: “| get that you're proud, baby, | do. But now, |
need you to lean on me. Any other job is better than
working for a pervert who is ready to rape you.”

| can’t believe | didn't think of it like that. What if |
was to get stuck in the house alone with Tiger and
he ended up raping me? | cannot believe | was that
naive. | was willing to sacrifice my common sense



all for money. This is freaking me out so badly, that
only now it has begun sinking in. | slowly sank on
the couch, as tears escaped my eyes. Rami rushed
to my side and hugged me tight.

Rami: “Don't worry, boo. Trust me, you're my sister
now. | won't let anything happen to you. Not while
I'm alive.”

Vivian Letswalo

My name is Vivian Letswalo, proud owner of
Madame Vivienne club. | love my job even though |
had to start from scratch to make it happen.
Nothing in this life is for free, and | knew at the
tender age of 13 that sex sells. | was always the
black sheep in my family. Yes, Rami’'s mother and |
are sisters, but she was always the favourite.

So, that led me to do odd things and ultimately |



ended up dating at a very young age. My family
never knew that part of me, they just thought of me
as a wild child since | always used to party. Until in
Varsity, where | met he man of my dreams. He was
older than me — way older than me. He promised
me heaven and earth, until he dumped me when |
told him | was pregnant with his child.

| was devastated, and even more devastated when |
had to abort the child. From that day onwards, my
heart became stone cold towards men. | hate men
with every fibre of my being, and the only way | knew
how to make money, was by hitting them where it
hurts — their pockets. These filthy bastards don't
give a shit about us nor our feelings.

My so called man of my dreams came back into my
life when | finished my degree. Yes, he was broke as
fuck and on the brink of depression. His wife had
left him and he only had about R200 000 left in his
account. From a multi-millionaire, to nearly broke, all



because he chose to spend his money on bitches.
So, | cleaned him out one night when he was drunk
and | left him.

| took out a loan and | put the money together to
build Madame Vivienne. He committed suicide, but
who gives a shit? | took what was due to me. | am
the queen of Jo’burg and all these men who think
they can own women, answer to me. They come
here for a good time, but | call the shots. They can't
handle being bossed by a woman at times, but it is
what it is.

They all answer to my husband, David Groen, also
known as Gringo. Yes, | chose to marry even after
all the bullshit | went through. | don't have children
of my own due to the abortion and the complications
thereof, but | became a stepmother to Gringo's
children when his wife died. He is a bit old, 55 to say
the least, while I'm only 40. | love him so much and
he is a man that actually gets me. They say



business and pleasure don’t mix, but with Gringo and
|, everything just gels.

We make money together and all these
motherfuckers answer to us. If they can’t handle the
heat, they need to leave. Today was yet another
hectic day, but | am glad to see my husband. | found
him cooking up a storm, as usual. He is not your
usual drug lord, you know.

Vivian: “Hey, honey.”

Gringo: (smiling) “Finally, my darling wife arrives.”

He kissed me passionately and handed me a glass
of wine. Just what | need.

Gringo: “How was your day, today?”

Vivian: (sigh) “Good, love. Just one of those days,



you know it is.”

Gringo: “Perhaps you should retire and get someone
else to run it for you, someone like Rami.”

Vivian: “You know | want her to finish her studies,
and besides, | don't want her to go down this route. |
have tried to get her to stop this. | even offered her
a managerial position, but she refused.”

Gringo: “Invite her over for lunch, I'll knock some
sense into her.”

Vivian: “What would | do without you?”

Gringo: “Well, let me think. You would be sad, lonely
and very much sexually frustrated.”



| couldn’t help but burst out in laughter. My husband,
he is just something else. A gangster and joker all in
one.

Gringo: “So, did you manage to speak to that girl you
told me about?”

Vivian: “Well, yes, but not today. | haven't spoken to
her yet. I'd like to know how her day went, although |
was a bit skeptical of taking her to Tiger's house.
You know how he gets.”

Gringo: “Don’t worry, love. If he tries something
funny, I'll personally deal with him. | deal with drugs,
not manipulating and raping young girls.”

| guess he is right. There is just something about
Thato, | cannot pin point it. She is so smart and
humble, | cannot help but want to do something for
her. | want to see her skin thicken a bit. She needs



to learn that it is a jungle out there and that women
need to learn how to fend for themselves in case
shit hits the fan. As | was talking to my husband,
while he was cooking, my phone rang.

Gringo: “Who is it?”

Vivian: “It's Rami.”

Gringo: “Answer it. It might be important.”

Vivian: “Rami. Dilo di siame (Is everything okay)?”

Rami: “Hello, Mmane (aunt). Yes, well, no, not
really.”

Vivian: (frowning) “What is it?”



Rami: (sigh) “Ke (It's) Tiger. O flopile (He messed
up).”

She told me everything that happened from Connie
slapping her, to Tiger making advances towards her.
| can’t believe this. These two are fucking with my
business image and when you fuck with me, you
fuck with my livelihood. Thato may not be family of
mine, but | take all the girls that work for me as my
daughters. This guy needs to be taught a serious
lesson.

Vivian: (pissed) “Okay, my girl. Thank you for
notifying me. Gringo wants you to have lunch with
us on Saturday. Bring Thato with.”

Rami: “Okay, aunty. Bye.”

| hung up and sighed in frustration.



Gringo: “And?”

Vivian: “Just as | feared. Tiger offered Thato a
mistress position. | mean, she is only 1, for crying
out loud!”

Gringo: (Angry) “That motherfucker doesn't listen. |
forgave him when he fucked my cousin’s daughter,
but this. This has gone too far. Perhaps you should
just help Thato with her fees, love.”

Vivian: “Believe me, G. | have thought about it, but |
just can’t hand it over to her like that. She needs to
work for it, somehow.”

Gringo: “I know when you call me G, you're dead
serious. Tell you what, let me meet her and then we
can see how we can deal with all this. | mean, she
sounds like a very bright girl. And you haven't
stopped talking about her ever since you met her.”



Vivian: “She just reminds me of my younger self, you
know. The me | was before | became Madame
Vivienne.”

Gringo: “I get you, my love. Come, let's eat. We can
deal with all of this tomorrow.”

Chapter Fourty Three

Hebrews 4:16 — “Let us then approach God's throne
of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

Thato

| slept very well, until | had a very weird dream yet
again. | could not get through to Kg in the dream, |
mean | was still calling out to him and all he did was
just look back at me and kept moving forward. Itis
a very strange dream, which causes me to become
restless every single time | have it. | wake up and



pray every time, and then | struggle going back to
sleep. | do however, manage to do my assignments
in the early hours of the morning, so at least
something productive does come out of my
insomnia.

| am glad | haven't seen or heard anything from
Rendani ever since his rude behaviour towards me. |
am most grateful for Rami, if she wasn't in my life |
honestly would not know what to do, really. |
decided to get up before my alarm rang as | have a
7am lecture today.

| made some breakfast for Rami, a very nice
omelette, filled with avocado, chicken livers and
baby tomatoes. |topped it off with a blueberry and
plain yoghurt smoothie. | dont know if my heart will
ever make peace with the fact that Kg is no longer a
part of my life. | seem to be doing a lot of things,
seeing a lot of things that remind me of him. As |
was about to call Rami from her room, she appeared.

Thato: (smiling) “Good morning, sunshine. | was just



about to call you.”

Rami: “You didn’t have to, really. The gorgeous
aroma of your food called me out of my room on its
own. Girl, where did you learn to make such nice
food?”

Thato: (chuckling) “Come on, you haven't even
tasted it.”

Rami: “| don’t have to. | can tell that it tastes just as
good as it looks. The same way a person can tell
you're beautiful inside and outside just by looking at
you. Your beautiful grey eyes tell a story.”

Thato: (looking down) “Seems like you're the only
person who seems to think so. | mean pretty much
everyone has something negative to say about the
way that | look. Attimes, | hate looking at myself.”



Rami: “Brika net daar (hold it right there). You
cannot even talk such shit about yourself, Thato.
Have you actually looked in the mirror, hun? | mean,
actually looked?”

| shrugged my shoulders and tried to change the
subject.

Thato: “Eat before your food gets cold.”

Rami: “You cannot dodge me. Bona (Look), Tee,
you're so gorgeous and life is way too short not to
believe that. Confidence is key, babe. | mean Kg is
literally not the only man who saw the value in you.
Do you know why people keep insulting and making
fun of you?”

Thato: “Why?”



Rami: “Well, for starters, because they're ugly.”

| burst out in laugher. Rami, mara (though).

Rami: “I'm serious. But on the real though, the
people who always feel the need to insult you lack
what you possess. You possess natural beauty,
brains and class money cannot buy, sis. The sooner
you realize that, the better. You're one rare gem and
some look forever for your kind, but never find it.
Hence, people like Tiger want to go out of their way
to destroy you, because they cannot phathom
anyone else having you. People always want to ruin
a good thing, unfortunately such is life. Even God
knew before he created us, that we would all be
sinners, one way or another. Greed comes in many
forms, Tee, and one of those forms is when a man
wants to possess more than one woman because he
himself lacks natural power and grace. You truly are
one of a kind.”



| felt myself tearing up as she told me that. | know
she is supposed to say such things to me as my
friend, but that felt so genuine, like she spoke
honestly and from the heart. |really don't know
what to say to her.

Thato: “You're going to make me cry, Rami, man.”

Rami: “You are still yet to cry, because it's your
birthday this weekend, and | need you on you're A-
game. | don't need you sulking when you're turning
18."

Thato: (surprised) “Hao (goodness), Rami. You
really didn't have to plan anything for me, you know.”

Rami: “You're right, | didn’t have to, but | wanted to.
So, just accept it, you're stuck with me.”



| laughed as | prayed for the food and we dug in. |
have never heard Rami pray for us, she always
insists that | do it. Which reminds me that | need to
ask her about her relationship with God.

Rami: (impressed) “Wow, girll Where did you learn
how to cook like this?! | bet you didn't learn this
from your aunt Sophie or Koko (granny) Maria.”

We both burst out laughing.

Thato: “Actually, | learnt a lot of fancy stuff from Kg.
Mama taught me how to cook, but he taught me a
lot about Italian dishs and the likes. | can even bake
a dish or two.”

Rami: “Shame, man, friend. We really need to find
that guy. | mean he has got you so fucked up and
you still blush whenever you talk about him. Aowa
(No), man. You really need to get laid as in ASAP.”



Thato: “Don't be silly, man. I'm perfectly fine without
sex. | don't even crave it.”

Rami: “That’s because you're in the early stages of
withdrawal. Wait for the symptoms, Tee. Yoh, it's a
nighmare, | tell you.”

Thato: “Hao, why are you acting like you've been
getting laid when you haven't had any for a while?”

Rami: “Eish, ja, ne. You're so right about that. | really
need to get busy and look for the next available dick.
Maybe Thendo might be my next dick fest.”

| burst out in laughter as | listened to her crazy
stories. We cleaned up after eating and got ready
for Campus. We got there and thought we'd call
Khanyi, since we haven't seen her for days. She has
really been scarce. | was about to dial her number,



when Rami exclaimed in shock.

Rami: “What the fuck?!”

| turned around and looked towards the direction she
was staring and | got the shock of my life. Rendani
had his arm around Khanyi’'s arm and they were
smiling while he occasionally kissed her cheek.

They stopped as they approached us. Rami didn't
look happy at all, while | was stunned and
speechless.

Rendani: “Rami, Thato.”

He gave me one of his disgusted looks as usual
when he said my name. | don't even care anymore.
He didn’t even wait for us to respond, not that we
were going to anyway, and he turned to Khanyi.



Rendani: “Baby, I'll see you later, okay?”

Khanyi: “Okay.”

He gave her a passionate kiss which lasted about a
minute or so. He then gave Rami and | one last
disgusted look before he left. Rami and | still stared
at Khanyi hoping she would say this is all just a sick
joke.

Rami: “And then?”

Khanyi: “Hao, and then what?”

Thato: “What do you mean and then what? What is
that all about?”

Khanyi: “Hao, what do you mean? Rendani and | are



officially dating now. See? |told you I'd get him.”

Truly speaking she never said that. She just kept
hoping she would get to be his girlfriend. Why do |
get the feeling this guy is trying to date Khanyi just
so that he could find a reason to see me or
something?

Rami: (folding hands) “He’s using you. Don't trust
that guy.”

Khanyi just seemed to get annoyed after Rami said
that.

Khanyi: “I just became one of the hottest guys on
Campus’s girlfriend. Why can't you two at least be
happy for me?”

Ai, Khanyi.



Thato: “We are, but we're just looking out for you. I'd
hate to see you get hurt.”

Khanyi: “You really like acting like an expert, Thato,
when all the while you have never had a relationship
to last you a whole year.”

Okay, ouch. That really hurt me, it actually cut
deeply. She didn't have to take it there. | just kept
quiet in shock and moreover disappointment more
than anything.

Rami: (annoyed) “Khanyi, you really don't have to be
a bitch about it. You've been a girlfriend for what? A
mere two minutes and now you feel you've grown
enough clits to insult Thato like that? All we're
saying is that you need to keep your eyes open,
that's all. I'm going to class. Tee, later.”

Rami walked away looking seriously pissed. | am



too, but | just decided to walk away. She felt the
need to run after me as soon as she saw me leaving
her there.

Khanyi: (Shouting) “Thato, wait!”

| still kept walking while she just followed me to the
lecture hall. | hate it when people use my past
experiences to insult me. | mean where does she
get the right, the audacity to talk to me like that? |
finally walked into venue and she came to sit next to
me. | took out my notebook and ignored her all the
way.

Khanyi: “Thato, I'm sorry. | didn't mean it like that.”

| ignored her and focused on the lecture at hand. An
hour and a half later, | could see she didn’t enjoy the
lecture at all. Who talks to someone like that,
though? | guess it is true what they say, good dick



ruins good friendships. After the lecture | walked
out in haste as she was swiftly walking behind me
trying to get my attention. | went to the canteen and
waited for Rami. | had such a good morning, so
Khanyi spoiled it. | didn't feel like staying another
minute longer, since we all have one class for the
day. Khanyi stood there looking a little remorseful,
but | wasn't a tad bit bothered. Rami approached us
and just gave Khanyi a look.

Rami: “Are you ready to leave, Tee?”

Luckily she saw that | didn’t want to stay on Campus
any further.

Thato: “Yes, please, let's go.”

Khanyi: “Guys, Nkosiyami (My goodness). I'm sorry.
It just came out wrong.”

Rami: “Khanyi, you're a nice girl, but very naive. You



still have a lot to learn about life, love and sex. But
who are we to say anything? We don't know
anything, right? So, give us some space, we'll see
you some time during the week or on Saturday when
we leave for Cape Town. Well, that's if you still want
to join us.”

Just like that we left her with her mouth hanging and
we made our way to the car. She drives us around,
just until I can get my license. Since we don't have
any classes today, we decided to head out to Spur
for a meal and a few drinks. Rami is planning on
taking me to Cape Town for my 18th Birthday. What
on earth did | do to deserve such a good friend?

Vivian Letswalo

| barely slept a wink after Rami’s call last night.
Could I have misjudged the situation? | mean |
nearly landed an innocent girl in trouble, what if that
fuck raped her? | just wanted to teach her



independence without her feeling like a burden or
like she is a nuisance. | have helped a lot of girls,
but most of them end up working for me at the cub
to make means and extra money. There is just
something about Thato, I just can't pin point it. She
is way too ambitious and innocent to work in my
club. All the other girls just want to make money to
support their families and children back home.

A lot of them have made some poor choices, but
Thato seems like she has been through quite a lot,
and | can't help but activate my motherly instincts.
Tiger seems to have gotten way too far with his shit.
He has forgotten who | am and | have to put him in
his lane. Thato is not one of my escorts or a random
stripper. Out of all my clients, he is the only one who
lacks respect for these girls’ profession. | invited
Vivian and Tiger over for a meal, just so we could
chat. Gringo is busy making us some lunch, while |
just finished getting dressed. | headed downstairs
and found him already setting the table.



Gringo: (smiling) “Good morning, my love. How are
you?”

Vivian: “I'm alright, how are you?”

Gringo: “I'd be much better if you give me a good
kiss.”

| chuckled and kissed him.

Gringo: “You seem worried, but please don't. | might
be a bit old, but | still have a mean streak.”

| couldn’t help but laugh. Yes, he still does. The
doorbell rang as Sis’ Gracious went to get it. In
walked Tiger with his wife and Rendani, Mulalo and
Thendo by his side. Why the fuck would he bring his
sons to our house? | didn't invite them. This is
exactly what | am talking about. He is the total



opposite of Gorilla and Wolf. They joined us a few
months ago, but they have way more respect than
this asshole and his son, Rendani. Gorilla’s son
Wolfe is actually way more ruthless and hands on
than he is, but even so, they respect the way we
operate our business and they stay in their lane. |
still don't get why Connie just doesn't leave his ass.
| mean she has no pre-nup. Their marriage is as
good as over.

Tiger: “Afternoon, Groen Family. Apologies for being
a bit late. As you can see, | have brought my heirs to
the show. | hope you don't mind, do you?”

| could see Gringo getting really irritated. It takes a
lot for him to get annoyed, and Tiger is just one of
the few people that actually irritate him. | regret the
day we made him join our business. We only did so
because he is royal and he could bring in a huge
share of money on the first go and a lot of upmarket
clients. Other than that, the man has absolutely no



class whatsoever.

Gringo: “You know my wife and | feel about people
who just never follow even the simplest
instructions.”

Tiger: (laughing) “G, my man. Come on, | just want
to rope my sons into the business. Is that so bad?”

Gringo: “Sit, let's eat. Constance, how are you? You
look a bit dreadful today.”

Connie: (looking down) “I'm okay, G. Just a bit tired.”

Gringo: “Well, there is nothing a spa day can't fix,
right?”

She faked a laugh but | could tell she isn't her normal
self. For a very disrespectful woman, she sure likes
abuse. | mean it's not cold outside, the sun is



blazing yet she is wearing a scarf around her neck.
She is probably hiding all the marks caused by Tiger.
No wonder his sons lack direction. They have to
witness him doing such shit to their mother. These
boys look like they'd rather be anywhere else other
than here, except for Rendani. Gringo said a prayer
for us as we started eating.

Gringo: “So, Tiger, how did it go with Thato
yesterday?”

| saw Rendani and Mulalo’s eyes widen as Gringo
mentioned her name, while Tiger’s face lit up and
Connie’s face hardened. Something just isn't right
with this whole setup.

Tiger: “Oh, it went really well, she signed her contract
yesterday. I'm actually glad you got me such a nice
girl, Vivian.”



Vivian: “Is there anything you'd like to tell me, to tell
us, Tiger?”

Connie kept looking down in fear, as her hands
started trembling. Tiger wasn't even scared to say
the least.

Tiger: “Such as?”

Vivian: (Pissed) “Well, for starters, why don't you
start telling us why you offered Thato to be your
mistress!”

| felt myself becoming enraged. | get really angry
when old men try taking advantage of young girls
who are helpless just because they have money. |
saw Tiger's face starting to change as he himself
started to tremble when he saw Gringo and | staring
at him with fixed eyes. Meanwhile Mulalo was
pissed to the core.



Tiger: (trembling) | can explain.”

Mulalo: (fuming) “Dad! How could you?! She is only
17 for fuck’s sake! Ma, is this what you're settling
for?! All the bullshit he has put you through and yet
you're still staying?!”

Tiger: “I... It's not what you think, G. | mean, okay, |
asked her that, but | was just testing her, you know.”

| got tired of hearing the same old shit coming from
this guy’s foul mouth.

Vivian: “You know, Tiger, | regret the day Gringo
made you his right hand man. You're useless, you
lack respect for yourself and everyone around you,
more especially women. I'd love to meet the woman
that birthed you and ask her why the fuck she didn't
cut off your dick and balls when you started going
through puberty, because you're one sick fuck.”



Rendani: (annoyed) “Well, you run a sex club filled
with young girls and you're sitting there judging my
father?! He has made the business what it is, if
anything else, you should be on your knees thanking
him!”

Ja, neh. Seems like everyone is on a trip to piss me
off today. | gave Gringo the look. He knows when |
look at him like that, | am low-key asking for
permission to take matters into my own hands. He
didn’t respond, he just nodded and carried on eating
his food. | took my gun which | always leave
underneath the table and | shot both Rendani and
Tiger in the knee, from underneath the table.
Thendo was just shocked, while Constance was
shaking, about to piss herself. Gringo carried on
eating his food, while Tiger and Rendani were
screaming in agony. Mulalo didn't look bothered by
it all, in fact it was almost as if he was surprised why
| didnt kill them both. | stood up and pointed the
gun at Rendani.



Vivian: (poning gun) “Give me one good reason why |
shouldn't shot this useless, disrespectful boy, Tiger.”

Tiger: (Screaming) “Aaah, please, Viv, I'm begging
you. He didn't mean it. We both didn’'t mean to.
Look, I'll personally apologize to Thato, just don't
shoot him. I'll do anything.”

Vivian: “As of today, you are no longer Gringo's right
hand man. Gorilla's son, Wolf will take over your
position. It's high time a young man showed you old
fucks how to do things.”

Tiger: (crying) “Whatever you wish, Viv.”

Vivian: “Now, get the fuck out of my house before |
finish you both off.”



Rendani: “Aaaah, but we can’t walk.”

| shot him in his other knee, and Thendo quickly got
him up and pulled him out of the house. Mulalo on
the other hand, didn’t seem bothered by his father’s
state of pain.

Mulalo: “You can walk yourself.”

He got up and looked at both Gringo and |.

Mulalo: “My apologies, Mr. and Mrs. Groen. | had no
intention of ruining such a pleasant breakfast. | also
have no intention of being called a rapist’s son any
further, nor do | have any intentions of joining the
business. Pease, do forgive me.”

He is one smart boy out of the rest of them. With
that said he walked out, leaving Tiger trying to walk,
with Constance glued to her seat in shock. | pointed
the gun at her too, just for control.



Vivian: “And wena (you), Connie. You'd better learn
some manners. The way you welcomed Thato
yesterday is no way for you to welcome anyone who
works for you. You of all people should know how |
deal with rude people. | also expect an apology from
you to her on Saturday. Now, take your shitty
husband with you. He's bleeding all over my
expensive carpet.”

She stood up in haste and aided her bleeding
husband out. Fuck, they just had to bleed over my
expensive white, fur carpet.

Chapter Fourty Four

Psalm 1: 1 — 3 — “Blessed is the man who does not
walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way
of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he
meditates day and night.”



A few days later

Thato

It has been a rather quiet few days. | have been
avoiding Khanyi ever since that day. Her words
actually cut me deep and as of that day, | have been
missing Kg a lot more than | ever have. | have been
getting the same dream of Kg every single night, no
matter how much | pray about it. Last night was a
bit bad, so Rami came to my room, burnt some
incense and lit a candle for me. Shame, she prayed
with me and we managed to fall asleep in my bed.

Today, of all days | miss my mom and Kg so dearly.
| keep looking at my locket, and | wonder what Kg
would have done for me today, since he gave me a
very special and unforgettable birthday last year.
Well, I'm officially 18 and pretty much legal now. |



woke up and found Rami out of bed. She must have
probably missed her bed. As | was about to pray
and lighten the burden in my spirit in hopes of a
better day, Rami walked in with a breakfast tray,
filled with Woolies treats and one choc caramel cup
cake with a lit candle on top. She even made me a
blueberry and yoghurt smoothie. This girl is just
amazing.

Rami: (singing) “Happy Birthday to you, happy
birthday to you! Happy Birthday dear Thato, Happy
Birthday to you!”

| smiled as the tears threatened my eyes.

Rami: “Close your eyes and make a wish, nana.”

| smiled and closed my eyes. | paused for a while
with my eyes closed and thought of the kind of wish
I'd like to make. Well, I'd like to make two this year,



so | wish to find Kg and to meet my real father. |
don't even know why | wish to meet him, but perhaps
like would be less stressful if | met him, really.
Perhaps | have siblings, so it would be very nice to
get to know my siblings. | blew the candle after
about 5 minutes.

Rami: “Wow, girl. So much for your wish, | hope
whatever it is that it comes true. Ska botsa motho
(Don't tell anyone) what you wished for, though. You
might just jinx it."

| laughed slightly and | couldn't help but let the tears
flow.

Rami: (worried) “Babe, keng (what is it)?”

Thato: “It's just that, | really miss my mom and Kg,
Rami. Gosh, that guy was just too perfect. Now it's
like he has disappeared off the face of the earth.
Life can just be so unfair at times. Maybe he just



didn't love me as he said he did.”

Rami: (teary) “Oh, friend. Come, on. I'm pretty sure
Kg is somewhere and that dream you keep having ke
(is a) sigh. Look, this coming week will be all about
us. | just want you to enjoy being legal and we can
sort this Kg stuff out when we come back. I'll ask
my brother to call you when we come back and then
you can tell him all about it, okay?”

Thato: “Okay.”

Rami wiped my tears off as we had our food. A few
minutes later, | received a video call, from Rami’s
parents. Oh, now I'm really going to cry.

Rami: “Answer it.”

Thato: “Dumelang Mme le Ntate (Hello Mom and



Dad).”

Mrs. Letswalo: “Hao (Gosh), Thato ngwanake (my
child). Rephrase that, Hello, Mama le Papa (Mom
and Dad).”

Rami and | both laughed.

Mr. Letswalo: “Ah, wa bona bjanong (you see now).
Ne re rile re tlo mo opella, bjanong wa complainer
(We both agreed that we were going to sing for her,
now you’re complaining).”

These two are very funny.

Mrs. Letswalo: “Ah, man le wena. Happy Birthday,
my baby. | wish you many more years to come.
Your world is going to be filled with blessings, you
just wait and see.”



Thato: (smiling) “Thank you very much, Mme
(mom).”

Mr. Letswalo: “Ke go lakaletsa dilo tse pila
bophelong (I wish you only the best in life), Thato. O
fetse sekolo o tlo bontsha batho bamo gore wena o
bohlale (Finish school and come show these people
just how clever you are). | keep bragging to
everyone that | have two daughters in University now,
so don't disappoint me. Both of you.”

| couldn't help but shed the tears. Damn, I'm so
emotional today. | also keep thinking | would have
been five months pregnant today had it not been for
Sonto. I'm just such an emotional wreck and |
cannot help it. | feel like there is a huge hole in the
middle of my heart, and it is refusing to close up.

Mrs. Letswalo: “Ah, wa bona bjanong (you see now),



Love. O llisa ngwana bjanong (you're making her
cry). We cannot let you go to Cape Town without a
good old prayer, my girls. A re rapeleng (Let us

pray).”

We al closed our eyes while Rami's mom prayed for
us.

Mrs. Letswalo: “Modimo wa rona o re mo ratang
(Our Loving God), The God of mercy, The God of
grace, The God of peace and love, our protector, our
deliverer, You who makes the mountains move and
the earth shake. | thank you, oh, Lord for everything
you have given us. | mostly thank you for giving
Rami the sister she has never had.

| ask that you bless my two daughters with nothing,
but good health and a great future. Bless them with
greatness and eliminate all evil around them, dear
Lord. Thank you for sparing Thato until now. Help
her reach her goals and may she reach her destiny.



We humble ourselves before you and ask that you
protect them throughout their trip. In Jesus’ mighty
name. Amen.”

We all said amen, and | must say that | feel very
much lighter after her prayer. | can only hope that
we have a great week ahead of us. We said our
goodbyes and Rami and | went to get ready for the
day ahead. We finished packing too, since we'll be
going to the airport straight from Vivian's house.

| don’t even know what to wear since | don’t want to
offend anyone, but Rami says her aunt’s husband is
very nice and not bothered by any traditional things
too much. Plus he is white, so he isn't very
conventional. | settled for a bright yellow knee-
length flowey dress that Kg bought for me some
time last year. It has always been one of my
favourite dresses to date.

| love my hair, but perhaps it's time for change. |



need to cut it or something. Either way, it will remain
curly unless | straighten it. | asked Rami to put on
some light make up on me, just for change. | feel
like I'm about to dine with the Gupta’s or something.
She put on some red lipstick on me, and all | can say
is wow. | look like a million dollars. We headed out
with our bags in the boot.

Apparently Khanyi won't be able to go on the trip
with us because Rendani was shot, so she is looking
after him. I'm not saddened or anything, plus | really
don't need any negative vibes right now. She only
sent me a brief message this morning. It's a lot
better than insults. We got into the car and headed
out to Northcliffe. | guess a lot of people who have a
lot of money live around here. We drove in and this
house is very big, much bigger than the Nembilwi
household. It is also a lot more stylishly designed
than Tiger's house. I'm so glad | won't be seeing him
again. | have only been a ‘maid’ for one day, which is
a funny story I'd like to tell my children one day. Of
course, my troubles aren’t over yet. | still have to



sort out my fees since the first quarter of the first
semester is over.

| won't allow myself to be stressed on my birthday.
We drove in and parked along the driveway. | see a
beautiful Lexus parked right before my car. Vivian
and her husband have quite a lot of class, | must say.
This house is so modern, | can tell she probably
hosts a lot of parties around here. | took a deep
breath before walking in. Rami didn’t even ring the
bell, | guess she is supposed to feel at home.

Rami: “Hello?! I'm home!”

We were approached by Dr. Groen! The nice doctor
that treated me the time | was in hospital. Wow,
small world. He was a bit shocked to see me, quite
too shocked.

Rami: “Hi, Uncle Louis! How are you?”



Dr. Groen: “Hi, Rams, I'm well and you?”

Rami: “| can't complain. This is my sister, Thato.”

She always introduces me as her sister. I'm so used
to it now.

Dr. Groen: “We've met before. How are you Thato?
It's so good to see you again.”

Thato: “Likewise, Doctor. I'm very well, thank you.”

Rami: (puzzled) “Am | missing something?”

Thato: “He’s the doctor who cared for me after the
kidnapping. | landed here.”



Rami: “Oh, that explains it. Small world. Uncle Louis,
where is G man?”

Dr. Groen: “They’re on the patio, waiting on you two.”

Rami: “Aren’t you going to join us?”

Dr. Groen: “I'd love to, but I'm on call. Enjoy Cape
Town, you two. And Thato, Happy Birthday.”

Thato: “Thank you.”

He walked out with a smile on his face, as we
walked out to the Patio and found Vivian with her
husband sipping on cocktails and whiskey at 12pm.
It seems really nice to be rich, | just hope their family
is completely normal. They both smiled as they saw
us.



Vivian: “Hey girls!”

She hugged us both and when Mr. Groen
approached us, he hugged Rami and greeted her
first. When he got to me, he just gave me a long,
puzzled look. | get that a lot, I'm not even offended
anymore.

Gringo: (smiling) “Hi, Thato. My name is David
Groen, but you can call me Gringo or Dad or
something. Just not Uncle, please.”

| just had to laugh.

Thato: “Okay, Gringo. Pleased to meet you.”

He is actually very friendly, but he just keeps staring
at me. Maybe I'm wearing way too much make up, |
don't know.”



Gringo: “You have such beautiful, curly hair. Very
unique colour too.”

Thato: “Oh, thank you.”

Gringo: “My mother has the very same type of hair.
One day you'll meet her, | hope.”

| smiled as we sat down. They couldn’t even wait for
us to eat. Gringo prayed for the food and we dug in.
Wow, rich people just eat really nice food, even on tv.
| never see them eat pap. These croissants are so
delicious, not even Woolworths food has such nice
croissants.

Rami:” Wow, Gman, you cook exactly like Thato.
Damn, these croissants are to die for.”



| just had to moan again as | took a bite each time. |
haven't moaned like this in a very long time, not
since Kg left. This food is to die for, | just have to
ask.

Thato: “These croissants, may | ask where you
bought them from?”

Vivian: (laughing) “No, dear, Gringo makes almost
all of the food we eat. He is brilliant in the kitchen.’

)

Wow, this man.

Thato: “I| need this recipe, Mr. G, if you really don't
mind.”

Gringo: (smiling) “You love cooking, too?”



Rami: “Are you kidding me?” She can cook up a
storm. Hey, | bet she can show you a thing or two,
Gman.”

We all laughed out as we enjoyed the rest of our
food. Afterwards, Rami and | put the dishes into the
dishwasher. Just because they have a helper,
doesn't mean she must clean up after all of us all
the time. We headed back as they admired the view
of the pool, while Vivian offered me a Mojito. Eish, |
don't know what it is with me and not wanting to
drink in front of older people. | looked at the drink
and then at Vivian and | politely shook my head.

Rami: “Oh, Auntie, she doesn't like drinking in front of
old people.”

Vivian: (frowning) “Hey, wena (you). Who are you
calling old?”



Rami: “No offense.”

Vivian: “Thato, it is your 18th birthday. You need to
live a little. What if you die tomorrow without tasting
Viv's amazing mojito?”

| laughed a little. | took the drink and tasted some.
Wow, | have had a few cocktails in life, but this one

is just amazing. Vivian and her husband are truly
something else. They are a real match made in
heaven. | don't know why she married a man this old,
but | guess love has no bounds, no age difference
can stop two people from loving one another. | had
hoped that Kg and | would reach this stage of our
relationship one day, but such is life. Perhaps this
trip will help me let go of him.

Gringo: “So, Thato, your birthday is starting on a
good note, because we have some good news for

n

you.



| raised my eyebrows and listened attentively.

Vivian: “Firstly | need to apologize for putting you in
such a situation with Tiger and Constance. Believe
me when | say that | dealt with them appropriately.”

Thato: “It's okay, really.”

Vivian: “My husband and | would like to pay for your
fees — all of them, provided you get good grades and
you can pay us back somehow.”

| felt my heart jump for joy. | don't know why these
two people would choose to be so nice to me of all
people, but | guess it must be God’'s way of telling
me that blessings come in many forms. | now have
one less thing to worry about in life, | mean my fees
are going to be taken care of.



Thato: (elated) “Oh, thank you! Thank you! | can’t
even thank you enough. | promise Mr. and Mrs.
Groen, I'll pay you back every single cent.”

Vivian: (frowning) “Oh, please, Thato, you
misunderstood me. | didn't mean you'll have to pay
us back in the form of money, oh, no. | mean you
could somehow work for us, you know. We'll pay
you of course.”

My heart sank a bit when | heard that. | hope she
does not want me to be an escort.

Vivian: “Relax, you won't be an escort. And neither
will you, Rami.”

Rami: (shocked) “Haowa (No), Auntie.”



Gringo: “It's time to deal with your demons the right
way, Rami. We all know that the time has come.
Being an escort will not solve the problem. Besides,
all the girls at the club are given five years max to
work there. It should not be a lifelong career.”

| looked at Rami who kept quiet for a while. What
demons are they talking about? What is Rami hiding
that is this serious?

Rami: “Okay, Gman. | hear you.”

Vivian: “Since we're both paying for your fees, we're
not making you work for it, but we're trying to teach
you how to be independent. Trust me on this.”

We carried on enjoying the rest of the lunch, and as a
surprise, Rami’'s parents sent us both 3k each, while
Gringo and Vivian sent us both 5k each for the trip. |
don't even know what to say, they are extremely



generous and Khanyi is going to be sorry for not
joining us. | cannot wait for my very first Cape Town
trip. | feel like after this trip, I'll come back as a
whole new person.

Chapter Fourty Five

2 Peter 2:1 — “But false prophets also arose among
the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them,
bringing upon themselves swift destruction.”

Thato

Vivian and Gringo are so kind, they took us straight
to the airport. | was basking in the delicious
cocktails, | even forgot that | don’t have a passport.

Thato: “Rami, how will we get to Cape Town when |
don't have a passport?”



Rami: “Don’t you worry, wena. The Groen's have it all
covered.”

| didn't know how we were going to do that, but | let
them be. As promised, we had a smooth walk in
through the airport. |1 don't know how Gringo
managed to pull it off, but he did it. We didn't go
through to one of the scheduled flights, instead, we
went right to their private jet. | couldn't help but
gasp in amusement. These two must be seriously
loaded. It's my first time ever seeing a private jet, so
I'd like to make memories.

Thato: “May we take a picture together? All four of
us, right in front of this jet? I'd like to remember this
moment for the rest of my life.”

Vivian: “Hao, Thato, why are you talking as if we
won't be together forever?”



| really don't like getting my hopes up whenever |
meet new people, | mean, | am so used to
disappointment.

Thato: “It's not like that, Auntie Vivian, It's just that, a
lot of people who come into my life never stay for
very long.”

| felt the tears creeping up on me, but | fought them
back.

Gringo: “Well, that is all about to change. You're
going to be a part of our family from this point
forward.”

That really warmed my heart and | couldn’t help but
silently wish that it does indeed come true. It is not
even about the money, but | just love how friendly
and loving they both are.



Gringo asked one of the security guards to take a
picture of us together, with my phone. We ended up
taking a lot more than one. | can't help, but feel like
this is the beginning of many memories. Gringo and
Vivian hugged Rami and | and we went into the Jet. |
have never flown before, so | hope | don't get scared
or anything.

Rami: “Don’t be nervous, babe. We're going to have
lots and lots of fun. Do you know what | love about
Private Jets?”

Thato: “What?”

Rami: “Free food and booze.”

We both burst out in laughter. One of the hostesses
came to take our orders, so Rami ordered some
whiskey for us. Kg always used to drink it and |
couldn't really stomach it, no matter how smooth it



was. But there is one particular brand that | was
able to enjoy while | was with him, Bisquit Cognac.
So, | decided why not try it?

Thato: “Do you perhaps have Bisquit Cognac?”

Hostess: (smiling) “We have everything. Would you
like single or a double?”

At least Kg taught me something while we were
together.

Thato: “Double, on the rocks, please.”

Hostess: “Coming right up.”

Rami: (smiling) “Hehe, Dankie Kg! You can really
study ngwaneso (sis).”



We both laughed.

Thato: “I saw the Jet is named Isabella. Who is that
if | may ask?”

Rami: “Oh, that is Gringo’s daughter.”

Thato: “Oh, where is she?”

Rami: “We don’t know, he does not either.
Apparently the mother of the child ran away when
she was pregnant with their daughter, just before
she was about to give birth. He never saw them
again.”

Shame, that must be some kind of pain.



Thato: “Wow, how long ago was that?”

Rami: “I'm not sure, about 18 or 20 years ago. He
still gets upset about it whenever he talks of her.
Imagine how painful he has had to adjust, not
knowing what she looks like or if she is even well
taken care of, or if she’s even alive for that matter.
All | know is if she ever resurfaces, she’ll die a slow,
painful death. Gringo is a nice guy, but protects
those he loves with everything in him. He hates
betrayal and lies.”

Yoh, | have to remind myself never to get on his bad
side. He and Vivian both seem like they can kill you
when they are pissed. We flew for about two hours
or so, and believe me | never even felt the flight,
because Rami talks non-stop. We finally arrived at
our place, | assumed we were going to stay at a
hotel or guest house or something, but | was puzzled
when the driver dropped us off at one of the beach
houses near Fresnaye. | thought Rami rented it for



us, until | saw her unlock the front door.

Thato: (puzzled) “Rami, whose house is this?”

Rami: “It's Aunt Viv and Uncle G’s beach house. Well,
actually Gman bought it for his daughter back in the
day, as a present for when she got older one day.
Well, he never found her, although he comes here
often. Gman is a spiritual person, you know. At
times he comes here and | find him meditating and
praying, asking God to bring his daughter to him. He
always says he has a feeling that she is alive and an
exact replica of himself. He only has two boys with
his late wife, so this girl would have been his only
daughter. It's crazy, but you would be very surprised
at how much faith the dude has, you know.”

| feel very bad for this guy, shame. His story is a lot
similar to mine. | need to find my father, while he
has to find his daughter. It's crazy to have such an
overwhelming yearning feeling for someone you



have never even met in your life, but the truth is, |
have no idea what it is like to even have a father
figure in my life. Perhaps Mama'’s letter would have
brought peace of mind to me.

We got in and took our bags to our rooms. Wow,
this house is absolutely amazing. | could actually
see myself living here. The house is so big, with six
bedrooms, a huge living room, a huge kitchen, and
the furniture is just a breeze. It has such a beautiful
mixture of colours, this is most definitely something
I'd do to decorate this house. The beautiful modern
feel of this house is warm and welcoming.

| love the couch that is facing the beach. | can
actually see myself sitting there with a cup of coffee
or something and watching the sea. | found myself
in absolute awe of this house, that | didn’t even
realize | wasn't paying attention to Rami.

Rami: “Hello? Earth to Thato.”



Thato: “Oh, sorry, Rami. I'm just too impressed.”

Rami: “Come, you have all week to admire the whole
view of this house. | see you like that couch.
Already imagining Kg hitting it from behind while
you're watching the sunrise, huh?”

We both burst out in laughter. Rami, though.

I"

Thato: “Sies, man, Rami

Rami: “Just checking. Come, we can unpack later.
We need to get dressed and ready to go. Our driver
will come fetch us.”

| honestly thought we're going to have a quiet night
in.



Thato: “Where are we going?”

Rami: “You didnt think that I'd let you enjoy the rest
of your 18th birthday in peace and quiet, did you?”

Rami, mara (though). | keep forgetting she is a real
hardcore party girl.

Thato: “I thought we were going to stay indoors and
drink and talk.”

Rami: “We have all week, plus boring, virgin Khanyi
isnt here to annoy us.”

Thato: “Knowing Rendani, she is most probably not a
virgin aymore.”



We both laughed.

Rami: “The shade, girl, the shade.”

We went to our respective rooms, and they all have
en-suite bathrooms and we freshened up. | stood in
front of my mirror with my towel on, since | have no
idea what to wear. As | stood there, thinking, Rami
walked in, also wrapped in her towel, holding a gift
bag.

Thato: “And then?”

Rami: “You didnt think I'd bring you all the way to
Cape Town for your very first club outing without a
killer outfit, did you?”

Oh, Rami is just one of a kind.



Thato: “Rami...”

Rami: “Stop wasting time and open it.”

| slowly opened it and checked what is inside of it. |
became so astonished, in so much awe. | saw the
most beautiful Versace dress | have ever seen,
actually the only Versace dress | have ever seen. |
felt myself getting really teary. | need to stop being
so emotional, honestly.

Rami: “Don't cry, man. If you do, then I'll cry and you
know | hate crying.”

Thato: “Oh, Rami. | have no idea what to say.”

Rami: “You don’t have to say anything. You're the
sister | needed in my life. |love you, boo. | can't
believe we were never this close before.”



| gave her a fat hug and she betrayed me by
removing the towel around my body. | tried to cover
myself, but she wouldn't let me, instead she
removed hers too. | couldn’t help but gasp in awe.
Rami has the most beautiful, natural body that | have
ever seen. Anastacia is curvy, but she is so fake.
Rami has boobs, curves and ass. No fat belly or
rolls in sight.

Thato: “Rami, mara (though). Give me my towel,
please.”

Rami: “Thato, you have an amazing body. | honestly
don't know why you always hide it. And no, I'm not
saying this just because I'm your sister, | truly mean
it.”

Thato: “Rami, | don't know where to start to even see
the beauty you keep talking about. | mean Kg is



literally the only guy who has said that to me.”

Rami: “That’s because you're so focused on him and
the past. I'm not saying forget about him, no. I'm
saying let go, live life and actually notice other guys
out there. I'd kill to have your body, you know. My
boobs are way too big for me and my curves do get
tiring. You have the perfect hour glass shape. Don't
let people tell you otherwise.”

| guess she is right, though. | really need to
appreciate myself a lot more and love my body. |
mean as Viv said, life is too short not to appreciate
yourself. | got into the tight, figure hugging dress. It
is a bit short, but just short enough. | cannot wait to
experience what it is like to be in a club. Well, apart
from those blinding lights | saw at Madame Vivienne,
| cannot cope with so much noise.

Rami put on some proper make up and lashes on me,
as she says, | need to explore a few looks. | must



say | look really beautiful and she managed to
straighten my hair. | look absolutely different, |
almost couldn't recognize myself.

Rami: “Bona o pila bjang, sis (Look how gorgeous
you look). Why can't | have white genes, mara
(though)? I'd kill for such smooth hair.”

We both burst out in laughter. We headed out in our
gorgeous outfits and heels. | have to walk very
slowly as | am not used to wearing heels a lot. We
found our driver already waiting for us and we were
off to the club.

Vivian Letswalo

Gringo and | got home straight after dropping the
girls off. I dont know, but meeting Thato has given
me a whole new perspective in life. | had accepted a
long time ago that | can't have children, but perhaps



adoption might be on the cards for me some day. |
thought of hiring someone to keep an eye on them,
but | see that Gringo had already done so.

Vivian: G, baby. Why didn’t you tell me you already
hired Smally to keep an eye on the girls?”

Gringo: “Sorry, love. You know how | feel about
safety.”

He goes overboard at times, but it is totally
understandable. | mean, we're the biggest drug
dealers in South Africa, so we can never be too
careful. As we were about to have some wine,
Gringo’'s phone rang and he answered it and
immediately put it on speaker. He always does that,
he as always done that actually.

Apparently he likes having transperancy between us.
He says that cheating ruined his first marriage and



he had wanted to start on a clean slate with me.
Secrets is something he hates, and he would rather
die than keep a secret from me. | have learnt to be
upfront at all times, thanks to him.

Gringo: “Smally, what's cooking?”

Smally: “Boss, just a heads up. It seems like
someone was sent by one of your men to spy on the
girls.”

My heart started beating very fast. | immediately felt
like catching the plane and going to Cape Town. |
would never forgive myself if anything happens to
those two.

Gringo: (puzzled) “Did you catch the guy?”

Smally: “Yes, boss. It was easy as pie. Apparently



Rendani sent him to spy on the girls.”

Tiger and his lapdog just don't quit. | have to sort
them out ASAP. | made a promise to God a long
time ago that I'd never kill again, but it seems like
Tiger just wants to keep rubbing me up the wrong
fucking way.

Gringo: “Bring him to me. I'll send the chopper.
Tomorrow might be too late.”

Smally: “Sure, boss.”

Gringo hung up and looked at me.

Gringo: “I think it's high time we sent a serious
message to Tiger. He is starting to annoy the shit
out of me.”

Rendani



| cannot believe that even after all my efforts Thato
still doesn't want me. | mean, | even hooked up with
Khanyi just so | could try and make her jealous and
even get close to her, but it seems as if | have just
made things a whole lot worse. She has been clingy
as fuck, especially now that we fucked.

Had | known that she was a virgin, | would have not
fucked her dumb ass. Ever since she heard that |
was hospitalized since that bastard Gringo shot me,
she has been by my side the whole bloody time. To
make matters worse, she refused to go on the trip,
so | have to make a plan and get her there.

| need her to spy on Thato for me. | can't help but be
obsessed about her. | love her, | mean no other girl
matches her stature. | swear, if she agrees to be
mine, | promise I'll take good care of her. Now that
Wolf does not even remember her, | will make sure
that it stays that way.



It's a real pity that his father is half the cause of all
this, but it is what it is. You can't have everything in
life, and | just hope and pray that Thato becomes
mine. I'll be damned if | let Mulalo take her from me.
As | was trying to view the latest pictures | received
from my P.l, | got a call from him.

Rendani: “Lizzard, | hope you have good news.
Those pictures are great, my man. | can’t wait to see
more. Next time get me some of her in the shower.”

Gringo: “You had better run, Rendani. This world of
mine is not for small boys like you. | eat your kind
for breakfast. Run and don't stop, because you have
just stepped on the wrong man'’s toes!”

| got chills down my spine as he said that. Perhaps
he is just bluffing. How the fuck did he get hold of
Lizzard’s phone? Mxm, Gringo thinks he can own



everyone of us and none of us would do anything to
object to all that? He can miss me. | decided it is
time for plan B, so | called Khanyi.

Khanyi: “Hey, babe.”

Rendani: “Pack your bags, we're flying to Cape
Town.”

Chapter Fourty Six

1 John 2:4 — "Whoever says “l know him" but does
not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth
is not in him.”

Matthew 5: 39 — “But | say to you, do not resist the
one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also.”

Thato



| am so excited for what is yet to come. We arrived
at one of Cape Town'’s elite clubs, Club Vixen.
Apparently it is also one of Vivian's clubs. That
woman really likes fun and entertainment, and thank
goodness this one is a lot more sophisticated than
the one in Jo'burg. Itis a lot less noisy, and not very
full. It is quite full of sophisticated people, and not
random partygoers.

| think Rami deliberately brought me here just so |
could enjoy myself and be free. She even got
greeted by name by the bouncers, waiters and the
manager. | guess she is also a regular here. | have
no idea how her parents even let her come to these
places, but | guess they are close like that with
Vivian.

Rami: “So, what do you think?”



Thato: “I actually love it. Why do | get the feeling you
didn't take me to a noisy club on purpose?”

Rami: “Because I'm your sister and | actually know
what you like. Why would | take you to a place you
would dread?”

She is so thoughtful and | thank God each and every
day for giving me a friend like Rami, a true sister of
note.

Thato: “Rams, thank you so much for everything.”

Rami: “You can thank me later after getting sloshed.”

| laughed as we headed to the VIP section. Of
course there are a few people here, but a lot of
people in this club are not ratchet, some did bring a
few girls and you can clearly see that some of them



are out with their mistresses. But, who am | to judge?
Rami ordered us some blow job shooters, and some
beers. | settled for Corona tonight, | think I'd like to
remember Kg for a while, and she settled for
Savanna.

We don't have to be sophisticated tonight. | would
like to enjoy my birthday, with Kg at the back of my
mind. | hope he is okay wherever he is. We had one
shooter each, as we don't want to get drunk before
midnight. | have never really danced before in my
life, but after three beers, and Rami pulling me to
dance with her, | couldn't help but do it.

| think | suck at dancing to be honest, but Mama
always used to say, “If you can talk, you can sing and
if you can walk, you can dance.” God bless her soul.
While we were dancing, | couldn’t help but hear all of
my favourite songs. Yes, a few amapiano songs by
Kabza and a lot of Sasha’s songs. | also love
Something Soweto.



Thato: “Rami, why is the DJ playing all of my
favourites? Is it a coincidence?”

Rami: (Laughing) “Coincidence? Where Rami is
involved? Never. | gave him a playlist of all your
favourite songs. So, | told you that tonight will be
your night, baby girl.”

| just love Rami and one day, | will be able to do
something as nice as this for her birthday. We took
a break and sat down for a bit. We took a few
pictures and | posted them on my Insta with the
caption #SisterSister. | even uploaded one of the
few we took in front of the jet this afternoon with the
caption #FamilyVibes. Within a few seconds | got a
lot of likes, | hardly pay attention to my insta, but
then one particular comment took me by surprise.

“Happy Birthday, my baby.” | checked the account



and | was immediately irritated to see that it was
Sonto. | immediately blocked her and got her out of
my mind. | refuse to let her get to me at a time like
this. She might have taken my first baby from me,
but | will not let her ruin my life any further. One of
the guys who were seated right across us, kept
eyeing me and he finally got the courage to
approach us.

Guy: “Ladies, mind if my friend and | join you?”

Damn, | haven't seen a hot guy like him in ages. | am
not into light guys at all, but this one has a mild
complexion. He had removed his suit jacket, and his
muscles were protruding out of his shirt. Damn, |
felt my clit vibrate a bit down there. That has not
happened in a while. | used to think that it only needs
to happen when a guy touches you or when you're
busy with foreplay, but Rami told me that it can
happen randomly.



Rami: “Depends, if you sing happy birthday to my
sister, then you and your friend can join us.”

Rami, though. This girl is so extra, but that's exactly
what is so loveable about her. She is a lot like
Palesa, just calmer. | know Palesa would have told
me about the guy’s dick print from a mile away. The
guy chuckled and walked to the DJ booth. |thought
he had lost interest or got annoyed by Rami’s
request, but | heard the music stop. We both looked
towards the booth direction, and the guy had the mic
in his hand.

Guy: “This is for the beautiful lady dressed in gold, it
is her birthday, so here goes.”

| thought he was going to reveal his deep voice, but
to my surprise he had the most angelic voice | had
ever heard, much like John Legend.



Guy: (singing) “Happy Birthday, to you. Happy
Birthday, to you. Happy Birthday, dear gorgeous lady
dressed in Gold. Happy Birthday to you.”

Wow, | felt a bit flushed since everybody’s eyes were
aimed right at Rami and |. Rami was so impressed,
she gave the guy a thumbs up. Everyone clapped
their hands and he handed the mic back to the DJ.
Then, the DJ played Happy Birthday by Samthing
Soweto. Yerr, Rami deserves to be an event planner
because wow, this girl can surprise you. The guy
walked towards us while his friend came with their
ice bucket and his jacket.

Rami: “Hmm. Impressive, John Legend. But, | must
warn you. It takes a lot to impress my sister. You
have big shoes to fill from her last ex.”

Guy: (chuckling) “I'm Blake, and this is my twin
brother Bjorn.”



Oh, they are coloured. No wonder the accent. | see
the resemblance now that they are closer to us.
Rami introduced us as Blake came to sit next to me
and Bjorn sat next to Rami. We had a lot of fun, and
| am quite surprised yet pleased as to just how much
Bjorn and | had in common. He is 27, and owns his
own company with his brother. He seems like a nice
guy, but there is just something about heart break
and your first love. For as long as you still dwell on
the past, no guy will interest you — not even the
cutest guy on earth.

Vivian Letswalo

People just don't stop pissing us off. Just when we
wanted to have our own lives and be at peace,
Tiger's shitty son decides to play Romeo with Thato.
| don’t know what it is about her, but | already feel so
attached to her. Gringo too, most probably because
he does not have a daughter, apart from the one that



has been missing for years. Smally sent one of our
other boys to bring this Lizzard idiot to us.

As promised, he was delivered within the hour. His
hands were tied behind his back, with a cloth bag
over his head. Gringo immediately shoved him onto
the chair at our warehouse. We don't kill people in
our house, unless it is an emergency. We built that
house out of love, and we do not want any blood
spilled in it, hence | was so pissed that day when |
shot Tiger and Rendani.

Gringo removed the bag from his head, and this little
Lizzard looked scared as fuck. | don’t get why little
boys always want to play in the big league with real
men, but run away at the first sight of trouble.

Gringo: “Ja, Lizzard. Let’s cut the bullshit and start
talking. Why did Rendani send you to spy on my
daughters?”



Lizzard: (Scared) “Please, don’t hurt me. | had no
idea they were your daughers, Gringo. | swear.”

Gringo: “Would it have mattered had they been
someone else’s daughters? Were their lives going to
be deemed less of importance?”

Lizzard: “No...no, Gringo. That’s not what | meant.”

Gringo: “Why did Rendani send you to spy on my
girls?! | hate repeating myself.”

Lizzard: “Look, he said that he was in love with this
girl, Thato. He has been paying me to spy on her for
weeks now. He is obsessed with her, and now even
more that she does not want him. Mulalo is also a
bit obsessed with her, and wants to leave his wife
for her, Tiger on the other hand wants to get into her
pants. He just pays me to make sure that no one



touches her, and to make sure he knows of her every
move.”

Gringo: “Hmm, Lizzard. I'd let you go scott free, but
you pissed me off by taking pictures of my girls
while they were in the shower. | mean, that is a
violation of basic human rights. | hate perverts, you
know.”

Lizard: “Please... please, I'll do anything.”

Gringo: “You work for me now. You're going to
pretend that you shot me or something and that
you're still working for Rendani. You're going to
report his every move and instruction to me. You
are going to bug his whole house, without getting
caught. | don't know how you're going to do it, but
you will. If you fail, then I'll do the same to your
daughter, even worse. Jy verstaan (You
understand)?!”



Lizzard: (nodding profusely) “Yes, yes, Gringo.”

Gringo: “Unfortunately | cannot let you go scott free.
| mean, I'll be paying you double what he is paying
you right now, but | have trust issues. | can't let you
go just like this. So, you used your hands and
fingers to take those pictures and answer his calls,
so | will have to cut one hand off.”

Lizzard started wailing like a baby and begging me
to forgive him.

Vivian: “Have a heart this time, love. Not the hand,
cut one finger off."

Lizzard still cried out like a baby, and before he knew
it, | cut off his right thumb. He screamed out in pain,
while Vivian injected a calming injection into him.
One of our men took him away for Louis to sort him



out. | am not to be messed with, especially when it
comes to my loved ones.

Thato

| honestly had such a good time and Blake took my
number, while Bjorn took Rami’s number. You know,
for someone who talks a lot about guys and has
experience, Rami sure does not act on it. She
always flirts with guys, but seems like that is all
where it ends.

We headed to our beach house and sat out on the
balcony with a blanket. She got us some Mcdonalds
on the way home and we dug in. This reminds me of
the time Kg and | used to drink and go to Mcdonald'’s
before bed time. | couldn’t sleep drunk and hungry.

Thato: “So, Rams, you mind telling me about what
Gringo and Vivian said earlier today? About you



dealing with your demons the right way?”

| saw her expression change immediately. Rami is
an emotional person, but it takes a lot to get her to
cry and be extremely emotional about it.

Rami: (deep sigh) “ Do you remember there was a
time back in Grade 11 when | didn't come to school
for a whole month?”

Thato: “You were on an exchange student program
in Berlin.”

She looked down with teary eyes and shook her
head.

Rami: “l was not in Berlin, | was right here, in South
Africa. Something happened to me that only my
parents and brother know. Mma Moruti (Pastor’s



wife) tried to rape me.”

| was so flabbergasted, | nearly spilled my cream
soda. She said it with so much pain and agony in
her eyes, | never knew Rami was hiding such a big
secret. What the fuck is happening in Rockville?

Rami: “She has a tendency of molesting young boys
in the church, Tee. | was one of the ushers, | adored
the church, | made sure | never missed it. Then one
day, she invited us for a church camp. Mama didn't
want me to go, but you could never separate me
from church. | adored it so much, so | went. Upon
arrival, Ntate Moruti (Pastor) was not there, he never
goes on these trips.

She took us all into one big, dark room, where she
made other children have sex. She forces the kids
to have sex with each other, some boys and some
girls. If you don't do it, you get whipped until you
agree. She chooses some boys and girls for herself,



and unfortunately | was one of those.

She took me to her own private bedroom and told
me to strip my clothes off. | was so shocked and
scared, that | refused. She pinned me on the bed,
while | was crying and screaming and she ripped my
panties off me. She shoved two of her fingers in and
out of me and | screamed. | still remember the pain
sometimes when | close my eyes and drift off to
sleep.

| managed to bite her finger off so hard, and | ran
away from that camp. Luckily | had my phone with
me and some money in my pocket. |took a taxito
the nearest police station and called my parents.
They were so angry and went to confront her, but
she is such a vile woman, Thato. She pointed her
gun at my parents and threatened to kill them if they
ever tried to talk.

My parents didn't care, so they wanted to go to the



press with this, but | begged them not to. Imagine, a
whole woman violated me, and not just any woman,
a pastor’'s wife. It was not easy for me to get
through that, so | went through a whole lot of
depressive situations and even attempted suicide at
one point.

| stopped going to church from that day and so did
my parents. Of course, my Aunt Viv was livid and
wanted to Kill her, but | told her to leave it and let
God deal with her.”

The whole time throughout her story, | was in tears.
| knew she had something offish about her, but this!
This is just pure evil.

Rami: “So, | met my first boyfriend at 16 and |
foolishly gave myself to him. Within a week, he
dumped me. So, | told myself I'd never allow myself
to be that stupid again. Yes, | talk a lot about all
these things, but deep down, | am terrified of being



with another man again.”

| gave her a tight hug as we cried together. This
world is just full of evil, and | have no idea how Mma
Moruti lives with herself, preaching on that pulpit
while hiding such evil deeds. Rami seems a lot
better than | am at dealing with things.

After her story, we just went back to the good old
Rami. As we were about to head inside in front of
the fireplace, we heard a knock on the door. As |
opened the door, | was shocked.

Tatho: “Khanyi, what are you doing here?”

Khanyi: “Hey, guys! | was hoping the invitation still
stands.”

How did she get here at this time of the morning?



Chapter Fourty Seven

Proverbs 14:15 — “The simple believes everything,
but he prudent gives thought to his steps.”

Thato

Something doesn’t seem very right. | mean Khanyi
does not have any money per say, so how did she
get here at this time of the night. Most importantly,
how did she find us at this time of the night?
Perhaps | underestimated Rendani. That guy is
really dangerous and creepy. Rami most probably
thought that | was taking too long answering the
door, hence she came.

Rami: (shocked) “And then? Khanyi?! Ka nako e (At
this time of the night)?”



Khanyi: (Excited) “Hey, Rams! | thought | would
come by and spend the rest of the trip with you

guys.”

Rami looked at her carefully and I'm glad she
thought the same thing | was thinking.

Rami: “How did you get here at this time of the nigh
and how did you know we were here?”

Khanyi: “Oh, Rendani flew me over here in his family
chopper. What’s with the 20 questions? | mean |
thought you'd be over what | said to you the other
day.”

Rami and | looked at each other and then at her.

Khanyi: “Hao, guys. Am | not welcome?”



| honestly didn't want her to come in, but | think
Khanyi had other plans.

Rami: “Oh, sorry. We're just a bit shocked. Do come
in.”

Khanyi didn’t even think twice, as she walked in with
a small luggage bag.

Rami: “Go make yourself comfortable in one of the
bedrooms, Khanyi. I'll get you a nice, cold drink.”

She was too excited to notice our suspicion of her.
Khanyi is too naive for y liking. | can’t believe she
even let Rendani into her life so easily.

Thato: “So, what’s your plan, Rami?”



Rami: “Don’t worry, the quickest way to get bitches
like that to reveal what they are up to, is to get them
drunk.”

Rami took out one of the expensive wine bottles that
Vivian and Gringo left here. The house was fully
furnished and had a few edibles when we got here.
We got three glasses, although Rami and | were not
in the mood to drink anymore, we just had to take a
few sips so that she could think we're also drinking
with her.

She came out of her bedroom, and Rami
immediately handed her a glass. As expected, she
finished the whole glass within ten minutes. | don't
get how a girl like that could just throw away her
dreams and ambitions within the first few months of
tasting varsity life. Word is that Khanyi even attends
every party there is on campus, and is a regular at
the boy’'s res.



Rami: “So, Khanyi, how are things between you and
Rendani? | mean you never actually got the chance
to tell us about how you guys finally got to date and
all.”

Khanyi started blabbing as anticipated. As soon as
she finished her glass, Rami was ready to top her up.

Khanyi: “Ah, chomi (friend), yazini (you know what)?
He just came up to me one afternoon and offered
me a ride since | was on my way to buy some
groceries. He confessed his undying love for me
and told me that he really likes me and liked me
from the first time he saw me. | was so impressed, |
mean everyone wants Rendani. We started hanging
out together a lot, and two days later, we had sex.”

Rami and | were a bit taken aback, but | mean what
did we expect from a girl like Khanyi who does not
know much about boys and who has been kept
under lockdown all her life?



Rami: “Heh (really)? O ra gore o mo file, ngwaneso
(So you mean to tell me that you gave it up to him,
sis)?”

Khanyi: Oh, yes. It was painful at first, but after that,
| cannot believe | didn't lose my virginity sooner like
you two. | mean | have missed out on a lot. Rami,
you have to teach me some tricks, | mean Rendani is
very talented and experienced, so | want to up my
game and make sure he never leaves me.”

Al, Khanyi. | have no words, | just kept quiet the
whole time.

Khanyi: “Thato, you're so quiet. | hope I'm not
stressing you out, hey. | mean since you broke up
with Kg and lost your baby all in a span of months.”

Her last statement sent chills down my spine. |



mean, how the fuck does she know about that? |
never told her anything about Kg nor about my
pregnancy. Who is this bitch? | looked at Rami and
she was also as shocked as | was.

Rami: “How do you know about all that, Khanyi?”

| respect alcohol, especially the expensive wines,
because Khanyi sang like a canary.

Khanyi: “Rendani told me.”

That send even more cold shivers down my spine
and a very tight pain in my gut.

Rami: “What exactly did he tell you?”

As Khanyi was about to talk, her phone rang and it



was Rendani. So, Rami’s suspicions have been
confirmed. This guy is actually spying on us. As
Khanyi was about to answer the phone, Rami
snatched it from her and switched it off.

Rami: “Rendani can call you later today, we're
catching up and want to know all the juicy details,
babe. Now, out with it. How do you know all that
about Tee?”

Khanyi: “Ah, Rendani told me all about it. He said
that Thato was adopted by a woman named Sonti or
Sonto or something. He also said that Thato was in
a relationship with Kg and that they got hijacked or
something and something about Thato losing her
baby. It's quite a sad story, hey.”

| felt myself shiver as she spoke. Who the hell is
Rendani and how does he know all of this? Could he
have been involved with Sonto? Could he have
staged the hijacking on her behalf? Does he know



where Kg is? | have so many questions pacing
through my mind.

Rami: “Did he say where Kg is?”

Khanyi: “Ah, not much. He just told me that Kg does
not even remember Thato at all and that it is all his
father's doings. That's all he told me. Why are we
even talking about Thato now? | thought this was
my moment to tell you all about Rendani and I.”

| felt like | was about to lose my mind. Who the hell
is Rendani and why is he torturing me like this? All
this time he knew where Kg was and he didn’t even
bother to share, but instead he stalked me.

| felt my head spinning for a moment as | rushed to
the kitchen to get a glass of water, while Rami
handed Khanyi the bottle of wine and | tried to get
my act together. Rami rushed towards me and



hugged me, as tears streamed down my face. We
had to whisper, | mean who knows if Rendani had
the house bugged or something?

Thato: “How could Rendani do this to me, Rami?
What have | ever done to him?”

Rami: “Shhh, we'll get to the bottom of all of this, |
promise. It's pretty obvious that Rendani got with
Khanyi just to get to you. Let’s deal with Rendani for
now and then Kg. One problem at a time, okay?”

| nodded as we hugged.

Rendani

| can't believe Khanyi is such a stupid bitch. | sent
her to that beach house and specifically told her not
to spill any beans. But what did | expect from a



dickmatized 18 year old? Fuck, this girl is going to
be the end of me. | even bugged her clothes without
her even noticing.

| overheard everything, and it still didnt tell me
much. As soon as | heard her talk about me and
what | told her about Thato and KG and Sonto, |
knew that she had fucked up. |tried calling her and
the phone switched off and took me straight to
voicemail! Fuck! This is all a mess.

| was this close to getting Thato to be mine, and
now, that bitch Rami most probably told Vivian and
Gringo. | need to get the fuck out of Jozi ASAP,
before he finds me. I'll have to get Thato one way or
another. | have come way too far to let her go now.

Chapter Fourty Eight

John 8:32 — “You shall know the truth, and the truth
shall set you free.”



The following day.

Thato

| didn't sleep very well last night. Well, we actually
slept around 4am. | got up at 6am, and decided to
come sit on the couch that overlooks the view of the
sea. | tried to doze off, but my brain refused. | got
my phone and looked at all the pictures Kg and |
took last year. It's amazing how attached you could
get to a person you have known for a shortwhile. |
miss him so much, and | was at a point where | was
about to let go of him, until Khanyi told us everything
she did. How do | move on not knowing where Kg
even is?

Life can be so unfair. Now | understand people who
go through major depression when they are looking
for lost loved ones who have been missing for years.



| have been praying, but something tells me | am just
not looking far enough. | don’t know, really. | went
through my Insta, and noticed a very odd comment
from a blast in the past on the picture | posted
yesterday, of Rami, Gringo, Vivian and | in front of the
jet.

It was a comment from Anastacia. How this girl
always manages to find me baffles me. “I see you
have wormed your way into another family, while |
am living your dream.” She even added a laughing
emoji. This bitch is annoying as fuck, so | blocked
her. 1 don't even know what she means and | cannot
wait for the community to hear about her fucked up
mother. | scrolled some more through some of my
pictures and | received a call from an unfamiliar
number. | decided to answer i