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BLOODFORBLOOD

Heturnedaroundandlookedathimselfadmirably

onthemirror,hisfacewasverycleanwithperfectly

shavedbeards,hisabbsandstrongarmswere

visibleundertheblacklongsleevevesthewas

puttingon.despitebeingtoomuchofahunkMandla

wasaruthlessman.

(Thebedroomdooropenedandhisgirlfriendwalked

in)lookingathisbackbonesshethought"ohhboy!!

Isn'tthismanjusttoohot"hewavedhishandbefore

hereyesasshesnappedoutofit.

MIANDA:Ohh....Iwasthinkingdinnertonight,itsbeen

awhilesincewespenttimetogether

MANDLA:(withastraightface)therewego

again,MiaIamworkingtonightIcant(hisphone

rangandhewalkedout)

MANDLA:what??Nonoways!!Don'ttryThemba,fix



it..killthemallifyouhaveto(helookedbackandMia

wasstaringinhiseyes;emotionless,hewalkedpast

herandbangedthedoor

LATERTHATDAY

MsWilliamstheirmaidwalkedinthekitchentalking

toMiawhowaslostindeepthoughts.Miawasn't

alwaysnicetoMisWilliamsbutstilltheoldwoman

foundareasontolikeherandexcusedhernegative

energyfortoomuchsadness.

MsWILLIAMS:madamareyoufine,youhavebeen

wipingthatglasssincethirtyminutesback?

MIA:(snapped)imfine!Andpleasestopaskingme

questions...

MEANWHILEATTHEBLACKSMEETING

inaroomfullyfurnishedwithallblackstoodatall

giantmandressedinallblacksurroundedby8men

allinblackoutfits..hetookoffhisblackgucci

shadesandputthemonthetableasheslowlywiped



dustoffhishandgun...heturnedaroundandmoved

hisfacearoundashelookedateachandeveryone

ofhismenwithpiercingeyesthatsentchillsdown

theirspineleavingthemsweating..noneofthem

movedordaredsayingawordbecausetheyknew

onemistakewouldbeenoughtobuythematicket

backtotheircreator..seeingthefearintheireyes

gavehimmaximumsatisfactionbecausenowhe

wassuretheywouldn'tdaredoublecrossinghim.

INTHECAVE

mandlatookallhisclothesoffandgotinasmall

pondfullofsnakes,apparently,heistheGodof

snakes,theygavehimpowerandfame.The

colourfulsnakesstartedcurlingtheirshinyandsoft

bodiesaroundhisbodyasherelaxedandfeltat

ease,soonhiswholebodydisappearedbetweenthe

manyhissingandvenomouslargesnakes.

[7/19,06:24]INSERT1

ATMIANDA'SHOUSETHENEXTDAY



InthemorningMandlawokeupandremembered

thebusinessmeetinghehadandjumpedoffthebed

quickly

MANDLA:Miawhydidn'tyouwakemeup,umgoing

tobelate.

MIA:(sleepy)huh.....

Heignoredherashegotreadyandleft.

ATHISOFFICE

Helookedathislaptop'sscreenonavideocallwith

oneofhisbusinessassociates.bitingthebackofhis

pen,hetookacloserlookatthephotosdisplayedon

thescreen

MANDLA:umm...Imustsayimimpressed,yesthose

girlsarewaymuchyoungerthanourlastdeliverybut

umsureourbuyerswillpayagoodpriceforyoung

andfreshmeat.



THEMBA:perfect!Theexchangewilltakeplaceat

theusualsportmidnight..ThatZoroguyalready

madeanarangmentwiththeIndians.

MANDLA:(smiled)alwaysgooddoingbusinesswith

yougentleman.haveagoodday(closedthelaptop

andwalkedout)

OUTSIDEHISOFFICE

REPORTER1:sir,isittrueyoukilledthemissinggirls?

REPORTER2:butsir,whyareyoufightingTheBlacks

leaderwhenheissuchagoodmenwhogivesso

muchtothesociety?

Hegentlyrubbedhistieasheignoredtheflashing

lightsandcamerasbeforehimandwalkedpast

everyonegettinginhisshinyredAMGanddroveoff.

ATKGARI'SHOUSE

therewasaknockatthedoorandheopenedthe

door..theireyeslockedasitbecameawfullysilent

forawhileuntilKGclappedhishandsslowly



KG:well..well..welldone...

WhoelseifitisntthefamousMrMandla

Mathews!(withasmirk)sotodaywhenyouwokeup

yousuddenlystartedmissingthemighty"KG"and

thoughtwhynotpaymyfavoritemanintowna

visit?(sarcasticallylaughed)nowth....

Beforehecouldfinishhissentencehesawahuge

greenandyellowsnakewailingit'stongueasit

movedhisheadupanddownonhisface..hiseyes

poppedoutashefilledhisunderwearwithpee

slowlylosingbreathandfelldowntouchinghis

chest..Mandlaturnedbackintohisselfandtookout

hisgunaimingathismiddlefingerthenpulledthe

trigger.bloodgushedasthe...

*************

Thebookjuststartednow,pleasedontforgettolike

theinsertandtomentionyourfriends.Alsodont

forgettolikethepage
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INSERT2

Mandlaturnedbackintohisselfandtookouthis

gunaimingathismiddlefingerthenpulledthe

trigger.bloodgushedashewentonhisknees

roughlypullingitoffandwenttothewallthenused

thebloodyfingertowrite"YOUAREWARNED"and

left

ATMIDNIGHT

Hiscarslowlyapproachedtheexchangespotand

parkednexttoabigtruck.hegotoutashemet

Thembahisrighthandmanandextendedhishand

forahandshakethenmovedaroundthetruckand

switchedhistorchonscanningthehungrylooking

girls,theylookedliketheyhadn'tbathedinalong

time,,theirsmellwasunbearablesoheusedhistie

tocoveruphisnose.thelookintheireyeswas

heartbreakingastheylookedathimwithbegging

andhelplesseyes.Butwithnoemotionswhatsoever



Mandlaswitchedhistorchoffandwentbacktohis

carastheywaitedfortheirlongtimebuyers.

FewminuteslaterfiveblackRangespulledoveras

theydimmedlightsavoidingunnecessary

attention.thepartnersmeteachotherhalfwayand

handshaked

INDIANLEADER:(withIndianaccent)whereisthe

merchandisegentleman?

MANDLA:straighttobusinessIsee(pointedthetruck)

INDIANSLEADER:(raisedhisfingerasoneofhis

menwentuptothetruck)

HIM:(lithistorchandscannedthem)perfect!now

girlsit'stimetomove,youallaregoingtoquietlyget

inthatblacktruck,ifanyoneofyoutriesrunning

awayIswearIwon'thesitatetopullthetriggerand

blowyourbrainsoff(openedthetruckasthey

tearfullymovedintotheothertruckonebyone)

MeanwhiletheIndianleadergaveMandlaandhis

man5briefcasesofmoney

MANDLA:itwasapleasuredoingbusinesswithyou



gentleman(madeaturnandwalkedtohiscarasthe

Indianstookoffandcrossedtheborder.

ATMANDLA'SAFTERMIDNIGHT

Heslowlyopenedthebedroomdoorandswitched

onthelightstothesightofMiawhowasdead

asleep,thentookoffhisclothesandpulledthe

blanketsgettinginsideashegentlyrubbedMia's

shouldergettingbetweenherlegsandbreathed

downherneck.shesmiledandhersleepcompletely

arousedasshefilledherpantieswithwarm

juices.Mandlagentlyrubbedherclitsasshemoaned

softly.thewarmthofhercookieandwetnessquickly

madehismachinejerkupandhepulledherpanties

tothesidedirectinghiswholemachineinsideher

cookieandbeganthrustingthen....&#.@$......

INTHEMORNING



Miawokeupinagoodmoodandhummedsongsas

shetookashower.Fewminuteslatershewasall

doneandwrappedupinawhitetowelthenwalked

out

MIA:goodmorningMsWilliams,howareyoutoday?

MSWILLIAMS:(surprisedbyhersuddenbubbly

self).goodmorningmydear,youlookhappytoday

MIA:ohhwell...maybeIam(smiled)

ForsomeweirdreasonMsWilliamslikedseeingher

happy...Mandlawalkedinandwrappedhisarms

aroundherwaistbabykissingherasMsWilliams

realizedthesourceofhersuddenhappinessand

brieflysmiled

MANDLA:GoodmorningMsWilliams(lookedatMia)

umofftowork,haveagoodday

Mia'sfacechangedastheinfectioussmileshehad

onslowlydissolvedbecausesheknewonceheis

outshecanneverbesurewhetherhewillcomeback

homeornot,hewouldn'tevenbothertextingnor

callingher,,yesshewasusedtoitbutitdoesn'tget

anybetter



MIA:(swallowedhard)haveagooddaybabe

Itwasn'thardtoreadhersadface,MsWilliamssadly

shookherheadasMandlawalkedout

Mandlawasn'texactlyacheatingpersonbutsome

reasonhecouldn'tloveanywoman,,tohimitwas

justaboutsexandMiawastheperfecttoolatthe

time.

AWEEKLATER

Machinesmadebeepingsoundsasheremovedthe

oxygenmaskandopenedhiseyes

NURSE:goodmorningsir,umgladyouareawake

KG:whathappened

NURSE:yousufferedgreatshockwhichresultedin

blockageofyourarteriespreventingoxygenrich

bloodfromreachingtherightsections

KG:(sighed)canyougetstraighttothepoint

NURSE:itwasaheartattackbutthankGodyou



reachedthehospitalwellintimeotherwiseit

would'vebeenworse..soyouarefinenowandwillbe

readytogohomeinaweekstime..I'llcometocheck

yourvitalslater(walkedout)

Tearsformedinhiseyesashewentdownmemory

lane.Notonlywashescaredforhislifeatthis

momentbuthisegowasbruised,hecouldn'tbelieve

howfasthefellfromherotozero,forthefirsttimein

alongtimehemethismatchandhestillcouldn't

figureouthisnextmove,itwasevenmorehardto

thinkofanythingbecausenowheisnotjustdealing

withahumanbeing,itsadamnhugesnake,,howwas

thatevenpossible"hethought"......

ATMANDLA'S

Hewokeuptothedeliciousaromafromthe

kitchen,walkedinasMiawasbusymaking

breakfast..



MANDLA:hey,youwokeupearlytoday

MIA:yesmylove,thoughtIshouldspoilyoutoday

MANDLA:(brieflysmiled)uhh..thankyoubabesbutI'll

havetopassbecauseumworkingonadeadline.

MIA:butyoucanatleasttakeafewbitesbefore

leaving

MANDLA:dammitMiaIamfuckingrunnylate

Shesadlywatchedhimashedisappearedintothe

bathroomthensheangrilypushedeverythingonthe

kitchencounterdownbeforegoingonherkneesand

criedsilently..inthemidstofhersorrowsagentle

handrubbedhershouldersassheraisedherhead

upmeetingMsWilliam'ssadface..nooneuttereda

worduntilthepooroldwomankneltdownopening

herarmsasshedisappearedbetweenthemcrying

hysterically

MsWilliams:shh...stopcryingmydear,its

okay...PleasegoandrestI'llcleanuphere

MandlawalkedinasMiastoodup..

MANDLA:(angrilylookedatthefloor)whatthehe'll



hap..(aknockinterrupted)

Theyallturnedtheirheadsasthedoorslowly

openedbeforeasoftcleanandpinkishsize3shoe

steppedin.Mandlaslowlylookeddownatthe

smoothlegsandwentupraisinghishead.theireyes

lockedashesuddenlyfeltbutterfliesinhis

stomach,hegotlostinhereyesthenwenton

admiringherthickbody,herfacewasclearand

smoothandherpinkjuicylipswasn'tmakingthe

situationanybetter,,,

MANDLA:(thoughtfullybitinghislowerlip)damn......

MSWILLIAMS(wentuptoher)ohhmybabythank

you,Ididn'trealizeiforgotmymedication.howdid

yougethere

Miacouldn'thelpnoticinghowMandlawaslostin

deepthoughtsstaringattheyounglady,,shesawa

sideofhimshe'sneverseenbefore,helooked

calm,peacefulandhewassmilingeven,something

hehardlydoes.sheangrilywalkeduptohimand



pulledhisshoulderashesnappedoutofit..

MANDLA:ohh..(embarrassed)..ummIshouldget

going..hewalkedpastthenewgirlashepanicked

andnotsurewhattosay).....ohhhidear

(bangedthedooronhiswayoutleavingeveryone

shocked)......

Pleaseliketheinsertandmentionyourfriends........

Thankyou
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MiaclearedherthroatasMsWilliamsturnedtoher.

MsWilliams:ohhMiameetmydaughterGrace

MIA:(gaveheradeathstarethenquicklyflasheda

smile)ohhnicetomeetyouGrace

Miawalkedawaybeforemakingaturnandwalked

closelytoGrace(withasmirk)youareverybeautiful



Grace,takecarebutmostimportantlybesurenotto

makeenemies

ShecatwalkedherEnglishfigureawayasthetwo

lookedateachotherandshruggedtheirshoulders.

MsgWilliams:whatjusthappened,haveyoumet

thembefore?

Grace:noma,Idon'tknowthem,anywayletmerush

toworkumalreadyrunninglate

MsgWilliams:(worried)okmybaby,thanksfor

bringingmymedication,nowgoandpleasebesafe

(kissedherforeheadandwalkedout)

INMIA'SROOM

Sheslowlymovedfromherbedandtearfullytooka

scannedherselfonthemirror..shewentfromher

headuptohertoes,,yesshewaslightskinned,had

curlyandlonghair,softfeet,shewasn'tfateitherbut

onetruthstruckherasherthroatdriedup,shedidn't

havethehourglassfigureshejustsawout



there,thatgirlwastooplainandsimplebutstillhad

herfleshintherightplacesandthedressshewas

wearingwasn'tmakingthingsanybetterforher,,ohh

God,herbehindwaseventoogoodtobetrue"she

thought"

MIA:mxm(tookoutherphoneandcalledherfriend)

hifriend

HER:heylove,areyoufine,youdon'tsoundokay

whatswrong(heardhersniffing)

HER:aww,,whyareyoucryinglove,talktome

MIA:I..Ican'tdothisanymoreDudu,Mandladoesn't

lovemeandprobablyneverwill,nomatterhowmuch

Itry,maybeIshouldjustgiveup.

HER:awwumsosorrytohearthat,butwhatreally

happened?

MIA:he..he(swallowedhard)doesn'tlovemeDudu

andnowumevenmorescaredbecausesomegirl

cametoourhousethismorningkehammaMDamo

lebilemoebilengnealepeleditseleleme,,Iswearhe

wasundressingherhlemma



DUDU:aofriendshipmma,,hereIamthinkingyou

havemathataahlahlaganengkanteoledisiwake

ngwananyana..heelakanabannakedintjawena

haerataMDeneneaiponeladigaugauelagorea

ithane,,tlogelasesoseijesemonnawagagoakr

wenaattheendofthedayyouhavetheringandthe

blackcard.

MIA:(sighed)mmakanaleenemonyanawatengo

montleelamogotseisangsedidimmeantsesimple

andnatural

HER:nowthatsaproblemhaelegoreobuakamotho

yoogautsegangyalo,,atleasthannegole

maswenyana,,,nowthatcallsforyoutothink

mma,,rememberweletnobitchtakewhats

ours..nnamogowamemonnakokoropakakgarebe

hlemma

MIA:(thoughtfully)nnyammaIshouldthinkandvery

fast,keemisegohlolakelletseruri

HER:nowthatsmygirl,yougogirl

MIA:yoh,Ifeelsomuchbetternow

HER:alrightbyelove



Miadroppedasshebitherlowerlipthinking...

MEANWHILEATMD'SOFFICE

MD:(hisphonerangasheansweredwithAmerican

accent)ohhheydude

THEMBA:whatthehellMD?Areyouseriousright

now

MD:(confused)huh?

THEMBA:weareatthehotelwaitingforyou

MANDLA:ohhflip!!Thelastdeliverycelebration

mahn,,shit!HowdidIforgetthat

THEMBA:whateverdude,,pulluppullupbruh

Hegrabbedhisjacketandwalkedout,thankfullyit

wasaFridaysohewasnotinformalwear

MANDLA:youhavethemshawtiesright?

THEMBA:OhhyeahOhhyeahboy,thickmummies

justthewayyoulikethem



MD:laughedandgotinhiscardrivingoff....

ATTHEPARTY

Mandlapulledupintheparkinglotandthearea

bookedwasjustcloseby..

HesteppedoutofhisredC63andtookoffhis

shadesclosingthedoor.hiscleanwhitenikey

sneakerscaughteveryone'sattentionashestepped

onthelawn..hewasdressedinawhiteTthatwell

definedhisabbsasblendedwiththeblackpants

andthenavydenimjackethewasputtingon...the

ladiescouldn'tstopstaringandwhispering

LADY1:OHMYGOD!Whothefuckisthishot

machoman?

LADY2:itsthemightyMDbabes,,MATHHEWS

EMPIRE(snappedherfinger)ringsabell?

LADY1:noflippingwaysgirl,,yuwiiii...monnayokaha

alengmontlekatengbathong,,andthefactthatheis



superrichowningsuchabigcompanyischerryon

topbathonghlengrayangnkukuankemeleka

dinao(theyalllaughedashepassedthem)

MDapproachedThembaandafewoftheirfriends

astheyfistbumped..

MD:(Americanaccent)yohTmanwsup?

THEMBA:easyeasymyguy,youalmostmissed

bruh

FRIEND1:ahhmonnaMDmalatsiaoscarce,where

youbeenhidingyourdamnselfbruh?

MD:I'vebeenbusytryingtomakealiving,,youknow

thecodebruh...alwaysrun(asongbyMix-mustardft

RoddRichinterruptedthemastheDjincreasedthe

volumeandthewholecrewsangalong

ALL:Irememberhitting

themallwiththewhole

Team.nowaniggacantanswer

Calls"causeumballing"I



Waswakingup,gettingnocashinthe

MorningcazIwasbroke,,

NowumRICH,theseniggassalty..

FRIEND2:(breathedheavily)yohguysthisisthe

life,,,(raisedhishandlookingaroundand

screamed)waiter!!

Thewaitresswalkeduptothemastheygrabbedthe

wineglasses

MANDLA:nowcheerstobigmoneymakers(theyall

raisedtheirglassesandcameforthetoast)

ALL:cheers!!....(singinganddancingastheymadea

circlethenmorepeoplejoinedin)ohhyeah,,Iwas

broke

Butnowumrich

Ohhyeahtheseniggassalty...............

ATTHEHOSPITAL



mrkgariwasfeelingmuchbetterbuthadn't

completelyhealed.hismensurroundedthebedall

dressedupinallblackasusual.theyremainedstill

waitingforhimtosaysomethingbutthedoorflung

openbeforehecouldsayanything

NURSE:(lookedatthemsuspiciously)OhhsirI

wasn'tawareyouhavecompany,letmecomeback

later(therewasnoresponseandallofasuddenshe

gotgoosebumpsalloverasshegotscaredand

walkedout.

HER:(bumpedintosomeone)ohhsorry,,thankGod

itsyou,hehmmannakanaketswagobonadilo,there

are8roominMrKgarisroomalldressedin

black,andlebonebannabatengbabantsho

gore,ekaregokatetheyareacultorsomething

NURSE2:ohhnoMrKgariisagoodmenwhohelps

thesocietyalot,thosemenarehisfriendsandthey

workwithhim.don'tyouknowhealwaysdonates

moneyandfoodtothatBasadiorphanage?

NURSE1:(relaxed)ohhehe,,heimma,Iwasliterally

shaking,IswearIwasnevergonnagobackin



there,atleastnowIunderstandmmemmalebone

hleakobaapoledilotsedintshotseao(theyall

laughedandwalkedaway)

INSIDETHEROOM

KGgavethemadeathstareashesatupright

KG:sowhydidIhireallofyou?wherethefuckwere

youwhenigotattackedhuh?Doyouallmeantotell

methatnoneofyougotalarmedthattherewasa

foreignentityinmyterritory(theyalllookeddown

terrified)

KG:allright,thisiswhatyouaregoingtodo.."find

MandlaMatthewsandkillhim!"I.wantnothingfrom

youbuthishead,gotthat!Nowgetoutofhere

Theyquicklywalkedoutashelookedupand

sighed...hecouldn'tbringhimselftotellingthem

abouthimbeingasnakelesttheychickenoutand

ditchhim..



ATTHEPARTY

MANDLA:(losingbalanceashehuggedThemba)

yohTmymanthisistheelifebruh,theelife

Hesmiledassomeshotpetitelightskinnedgirl

catwalkedtothem,,shebegantouchinghimallover

thenmassagedhischestleaningonhimbefore

movingherfingersuptohischinandpulledhimin

forakiss..hekissedherbackenjoyingthekissthen

suddenlygotannoyedandpushedheroffasshefell

intothepoolgettingeveryone'sattention

CROWD:wooohh

Unbothered,hewalkedawayfromthescenelooking

fortheloo...awaitressdressedinawhiteshirtand

blackpantspassednotfromhimlookingaway

MANDLA:(touchedhisnosesniffingashespoke

alone)IswearI'vesmelledthatcologne

before,(lookedatherand..)hey!

Shelookedbackandtheireyesmetashisheart



skipped.helostgripofthewineglasshewasholding

asitscatteredallover..itwasasifhedidn'tnoticehe

jusbrokeaglassasheremainedgluedtoher

face...shewentdownandpickedthebrokenpieces

HER:ouch

MANDLA:(suddenlysnappedoutofitafterhearing

herscream)yoh,,sorry,,lemmepickthat

Shegotuprubbingherfinger

MANDLA:(lookinginhereyes)ohhbythewaymy

namei......

HER:Mandla!Iknow,mymotherworksfor

you,remember?

Hechuckledandmovedcloserforahandshake

MANDLA:(extendedhishandleaningover)ohhnice

tomee....hesuddenlyfelthiswholebodycracking

then..................

Pleaseliketheinsert,mentionyourfriendsandshare

thepage..Thankyou.
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INSERT4

HEfelthisskincrackingandhiswholebodygetting

cold,hiseyestightenedupinsideashefeltgreat

forceonhisbehind,heslowlylookedbackand

noticedthetailhadalreadyformedsothenquickly

steppedbackpullinghishandawayfromhergrip.

Meanwhile,Gracelookedathisfaceconfusedbythe

lookinhiseyes,hewaspanicking.."thisguyisone

weirdpersonI'veevercomeacross"shethought

Mandlacheckedhisbackagainandnoticedthe

greenandyellowtailhadalreadycoileditselfback

intohisbodythenheheavedahugesighrelaxing.

MANDLA:(muttered)shit!

GRACE:huh??

MANDLA:Ishouldgetgoing,bye!

Hequicklywalkedoutincreasinghispaceuptohis

carthengotinanddroveoff



GRACE:what??(rolledhereyesandwalkedaway)

INHISCAR

Hecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhatjusttranspired

backinthere,,Zumbathesnakenevertriedsurfacing

withouthisconsentbefore,,ithasalwaysbeenupto

himwhetherhewantstotransformornot,,hehas

alwaysbeenincontrol.hesighedandandbrushed

thethoughtsoffasheturnedontheradioand

increasingthevolumesingingalongashiscar

disappearedintothedarkroad.

ATHISHOUSETHENEXTDAY

Miaturnedaroundopeninghereyesandrealized

thatMandlawasstillasleep,,heprobablyhadtoo

muchtodrinklastnight"shethought"thenshe

quietlypulledthesheetsoffgettingoffbedand

tiptoedtohishomeoffice.Shecarefullyopenedthe



doorandgotin,shereachedforhislaptopswitching

iton,itrequiredthepasswordtosignin.She

scratchedherheadthinkingofpossiblenamesthen

typed

MIA:(lowvoice)Matthews,,,,thenshepressedenter

butitrejectedthepassword,shewenttryinghisbirth

datesandothernamesstillcouldn'tgetthrough.She

sigheddefeatedand

walkedawaybutimmediatelyturnedbackasashelf

fullofdocumentscaughthereyes,withoutwasting

muchtimeshereachedforthedocumentsandwent

throughthem,nothingmadesenseuntilshe

stumbledontoacertainname,"SINGH"asmuchasit

didn'tmakemuchsenseshefeltbetterbecause

atleastnowshehadaninterestingnametolook

into,asifthatwasn'tenough,hereyeslandedona

numberattheendofthedocument...Shesmiled

snappingherfingersasthedooropenedand....

THEMBA:(angrily)Mia!!

shedroppedthepapersshakingand........



ATTHEHOSPITAL

NURSE:Goodmorningsir,howareyoufeelingtoday?

KG:(smiling)ummuchbetter.Thankyou

NURSE:umjustdoingmyjobsir,andyouwillbe

readytogohometomorrow

KG:(laughed)imgoingtomissseeingyourface

nurse

NURSE:(smiling)isthatyouhittingonme

sir?KG:(seductively)what?No...unless(lookingdown

atherbutwithsleepyeyes)

NURSE:(blushing)ohhmygod,youaresuchadirty

patient,,nowthat'smyquetoleave..

ShewalkedawaysmilingfromeartoearasKg

reachedforhisphoneandmadeaphonecall

MEN1:(histhroatdriedup)nosirwearestillworking

onit.Ihaveafewmefollowinghimandwealready

knowhespendmoretimeathisofficethanathome

KG:umslowlylosingpatienceSK,youguysare



draggingyourfeetandpissingmeoff,IdoIevenpay

youifyoucan'tcompleteasimplemission,,please

movefastbecauseIdon'thavemuchtime,Ineedto

getmybuyersback,it'sbeenalongtimenow.

SK:wegotyousir,wejustneedalittleoftimeto

monitorhismovementbeforeweattack,weneedto

catchhimoffguard

KG:okay,andgetthesecuritycompanytotightenthe

securitybecauseumleavingthehospitaltomorrow

SK:considerthatdonesir

KG:okaybye(sighed)

BACKATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MANDLA:(angrily)whatthehellareyoudoinginmy

office?

MIA:(shaking)Iwas,umcleaning,yesumcleaning

babe.

MANDLA:(movedclosertouchinghischinandraised



hiseyes)soyoumeantotellmethatiwoke

up,showeredandgotreadywhileyouwerestill

cleaningsuchasmallspace?

MIA:(calm)yesbabe,IthoughtIshouldhelpyouout

becauseitwastoomessy,soIpackedallthefiles

intotheshelves

MANDLA:(calmeddown)okaythanksbutnexttime

leaveitforme

MIA:(smiling)okbabe,letmefinishup

MandlawalkedoutandMiatiptoedtothemaindoor

makingsureheisgone...shequicklywentbackto

thestudyroomandsnatchedtheSINGHdocument

andhurriedtotheirroom...shecopiedallthedetails

beforeputtingitback....

ATMSWILLIAMSHOME

MSWILLIAMS:bringmethemedicationmybaby,I

don'twanttoforgetitlikeIdidyesterday...

Graceappearedfromthebedroomholdingthe



medication

GRACE:herema

MSWILLIAMS:thankyoubaby,,youcamebackhome

verylatelast,,wasitabusynightatwork?

GRACE:ohhyesma,therewasapartyatthehotel,um

notsureifitwasMathewsanpartnerscompanyor

justapersonalthingbecauseMandlawasalsothere

MSWILLIAMS:huh!Butherwifewashomeandshe

didn'tsayanythingaboutthemhavinga

party(remembered)butmaybeyouarerightbecause

itsnotliketheyevergoouttogether

GRACE:ohhok.heh!ma,Kantewhatkindofaperson

isthisMandlaguy,,Ithinkheisjusttooweird,thereis

jussomethingabouthimthatIcangetmyfingeron.

MSWILLIAMS:butItsbeen5yearssinceIstarted

workingforhimandIhaven'tseenanything

suspicious,Iknowheisnotafriendlypersonbuthe

isagoodmanwholovesworkmorethan

home,,anyway,dontgetclosethimortalktohim

becauseIdidn'tlikehiswife'stonetheotherday.



GRACE:(rememberedthedeadlylook)yeahshewas

meanbutumgladIneverreallytalktohimthat

much.

MSWILLIAMS:(lookedatthetime)ohhweshould

gettinggoing,wearegoingtobelate(walkedoutand

tookdifferentroutes)........

INHISCAR

Headjustedtherearviewmirrorbutthenafamiliar

carcaughthisattention,,hesworehehadseenthe

carbeforebutcouldn'trememberwhereexactly,he

howeverbrushedoffthethoughtsandtookaturn

intothebushasthefamiliarcarstoppedastheygot

outtoavoidgettinghisattention.mandlagotout

slammingthedoorandapproachedthecave.

Cloudsformedoutsideturningblackaslighting

struckatreenotfarfromthem.theireyespopped

outastheylookedateachothershaking.

MEN1:(forcedasmile)hehbanna,theweather



changedreallyquickly,letsgoinbeforeitstarts

raining

MEN2:(shaking)Ithinkweshouldgoback,itsgoing

torainnowandthatcavelookstoodarkinside,see

howfastthatguydisappeared

MEN2:(impatient)letsjustgetinside.

Theyslowlyapproachedthecaveentrance..

MeanwhileinsidethecaveMandlastoodnexttothe

pondasthebigsnakesmovedaroundhimforminga

circleleavinghiminthemiddle.theotherblack

snakewaileditsredtongueasitmadeloudhissing

soundsandspittingvenomalloverhisbody.Mandla

felldownasZUMBAthelargesnakeapproached

andmanyantsfilledtheplacesurrounding

zumba,thelargesnakeslowlyopeneditsmouth

widerandwentforMandla'sheadasitrolledhim

intoitsmouth,,itraiseditsheadandbodymaking

wayforMandla'sbodytorollinsideitsstomach.it

thenturned,rolleditsgreeneyesandfledleavinga

stormofdustbehindasitdisappearedintothedark



forbiddensideofthecave.

Meanwhilethetwomenafewfeetawayfromthe

ritualspondgotevenmorescaredand..

MEN1:nono,,weshouldgoback,thatguyisnot

anywherenearandthisisscary

MEN2:(noddedagreeing)

Theyturnedgoingbackbutimmediatelystoppedas

theygottheshockoftheirlives..abiggreenandred

snakewasinfrontofthemraisingitsheadupto

theirfacesasitseyeschangedcoloursfrom

red,greenandyellow,itwailedititstongueand

movedevenmorecloserlickingtheirfaces

MEN1:YOHH!!...

Hefelldownandhitahardrockwithhisheadas

bloodgushedandhisbrainscatteredallover,the

snakewaileditstongueincelebrationasitmovedto

thebloodyheadandstartedlickingtheblood

off........Meanwhiletheothermantriedrunningaway

buthisfeetweretooheavy...thecolourfulsnake

sensedhismovementandmoveditstailtopullhim

back,itthencoileditsshinnysoftbodyaroundhim



tighteningthegripashisbonesstartedbreaking..the

poormanscreamedinagonyashelosthis

breath...........................
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.....ittightenedthegripashescreamedinagony

losinghisbreath,hiseyesrolledmovingtotheback

ofhisheadandhisheaddroppedashisheart

stoppedbeating.thegreenandyellowsnake

loosenedupmovingitsheadupandsetitsgreen

eyesonhisheadasitpositioneditself,itquickly

openeditsmouthwideasitrolledthepoorman's

headinsideandstretcheditsbodymakingwayfor

hiswholebodytorollinside,innotimeithad



swallowedhimandquicklyjumpednexttothe

bleedingman,,thecolourfulsnakestartedwailingits

tongueincelebrationasmorebloodgushedfrom

thebackofhishead,itstartedlickingthebloodon

theflooruntilnotraceofitwasleft..itthenflattened

itsheadmakingiteasiertorollthelifelessbodyon

itsbackandthenmoveditsheavybodybackinto

theritualspond.themanycolourfulsnakesinthe

pondstartedbitinghisfaceasitturned

black.minuteslaterthegreenandyellowsnake

swumtothedeepersideofthepondcarryinghimon

thebackandlaidhimdownashewasthemealfor

thenextday........

ATKG'SHOUSEINTHEEVENING

Heclosedthecarwalkingintohishouse,openedthe

doorashiseyeswidenedlookingatthebloody

wall,,hewonderedwhatheusedtowritebutthen

rememberedhismissingmiddlefingerthenhis

moodquicklychangedasangertookover,,heclicked



histonguethenturnedtothebathroom,tookadry

clothandputitunderrunningwaterbeforegoingto

thebloodywallandstartedwipingitwhilebusy

cursing.innotimehewasalldoneandthrewthe

clothawayashethoughtfullywenttositdown.KG

tookouthisphoneandmadeaphonecall....

KG:heyLuu

HER:Hellosir,Howareyoufee...(interruptedher)

KG:calloffthemission!

HER:(confused)what?

KG:(withastraightface)tellyourteamtostop

workingontheinvestigation,nomoreinterviews.



HER:butSir,wealreadyhadinterestinginformation

aboutthisMandlaguyplusournewspaperswill

makealotofmoneyoutofthis

KG:(angrily)Isaidcalloffthedamninvestigations!

HER:(sighed)oksir,butyouwillhavetopayus

becausewehadalreadydoneapartofthe

assignment

KG:(angrilyhungupandclickedhistongue)nxla....

KG:(thinking)ineedaproperplantobringthisman

andtakebackmyTerritory,mybusiness,Ireallyneed

tocomeupwithsomethingsoon,thinkKG..think!!...

hisphoneranginterruptinghisthoughts

KG:Hello



HER:ohhhellosir,itsme,thenursefromthe

hospital,youleftyourclothesbackintheward

KG:(jokingly)butyoucoudhaveusedthecompany's

phonetocallunlessyouwantmetosaveyour

number,,andwheredidyougetmine"nurse"

HER:(laughed)don'tgettooexcitedMr,,Ididn'tdo

anydigging,,wehaveyourfilehereremember,but

anywaywillyoucometakeyourstuff?

KG:(thoughtfully)nonurse,,Ican'tcomebackthere,I

needtorestabit,umstillrecovering,(softly)canyou

pleasedropitoffafterwork,ilforwardmy

address,please..

HER:(sighed)okbye..



Hedroppedwithasmirk.....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MSWILLIAMS(walkedoutofthekitchenwipingher

hands)haumadam,,itsunlikeyoutosleepforthis

long,isitthepartyfatigue?

MIA(yawning)hauMsWilliams,youneverstop

aski(remembered)didyousayparty?

MSWILLIAMS:yes,didn'tyougowithMandlathe

otherday?

MIA:huh?

MSWILLIAMS:(panicked)yohIforgot,Ishouldn't

havesaidanything,Ijusassumedyouknewaboutit



andleftafterIknockedoff.

MIA:(foldingherarms)toolate,,youmightaswelltell

meeverythingnow

MSWILLIAMS:(reluctantly)ok,Iheardmydaughter

mentioningTheMatthewsempirepartythatwas

hostedattherworkplace.

MIA:(thoughtfully)where?

MSWILLIAMS:Ransomshotel

MIA:ohh,,,Isee

MSWILLIAMS:pleasedon'tsayanythingtoMr

Mathews,Ihonestlythoughtyouareaware.



MIA:(forcedsmile)I.wonttellhim...

Sheangrilywalkedawaytoherroomandsatonthe

bedclickinghertongue..

MIA:(thinking)whyamIstickingaroundina

marriagewheremyhusbandcan'tevengooutin

publicwithme?

Shestoodupmovingupanddownholdingherwaist

asshebreathedheavilythensuddenlyremembered

document..Miabentherkneesasshemovedthe

mattresspullingoutthedocument..shetookouther

phoneanddialedthenumber..

VOICE:Hello,hello

MIA:(keptquiet)

VOICE:whothefuckareyou?



MIA:umm(pausedhearingThemasvoice)

THEMBA:(clickedhistongueandhungup)

Typing.....

MIA:umsorryumcomingupwithflowsomyvoice

isabitrustythatswhyIcouldn'tsayanything.

HIM:whoareyou?

MIA:secretadmirer(laughingemoji)

HIM:Ihavesomanygirlsthrowingthemselvesat

meandyouthinkI'dgiveratassaboutsomestupid

secretadmirer,,youmustbekiddingme!

MIA:canwetalk?



HIM:

MIA:(spokealone)dammitMiadammit,,thatwasa

stupidmove..butatleastIhaveafewleads,Ijushave

toworkonasmartstrategyofgettingtoThemba

umsurehecantellmesomethingIcanuseagainst

Mandlasothathecanlovemeandstarttreatingme

right

ATTHECAVE

Atthefarendofthedarkforbiddensidewasaloud

hissingsoundasZumbathegiantsnakemovedhis

headupanddownsquirming,,itthenslowlymoved

itsheaddownsniffinghisagentsastheymadea

circlesurroundinghim,,theblackantsstopped

movingasthecirclewascomplete.Zumbaraisedhis

headupashestrechedstretchedmakingwayfor

thebodytocomeout,,itthenloweredtheheadtothe

groundasMandlarolledonthefloorthenhequickly

stooduplookingathiswetbodythatwascoveredin



amucus-likebrownishliquid.heturnedaround

smilingashebendedbowingdowntoZumbathe

snakeinrespect,,thesnakeboweddownpattinghis

backasheraisedhisheadsmiling,,hefeltverylight

andpowerfulasheturnedwalkingthroughthedark

steppingontothemanycolourfulsmallsnakesas

theyhurriedtothesidesformingalinemakingway

forhimtopass..hecontinuedwalkingasthe

darknessworeoffwhenheapproachedtherituals

pool.hepasseditunawareoftheeventsthat

transpiredearlier..innotimehewasoutsideandgot

inhiscar,hetookouthisbagandtookouta

cloth,thenstartedwipinghisbodybeforechanging

intocleanclothes...hedroveofffeelingsorelaxed

andturnedthemusiconsingingalongashishiscar

disappearedintothelong

road.........................................
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LateratnightMandlaopenedthedoorswitchingon

thelightsasheheadedstraighttothebathroom,he

tookashowerbeforegoingtotheirroomasMia

wasfastasleep...

MANDLA:(softly)Mia..

Mia:(sleepy)whendidyoucomeback?

MANDLA:justnow,,theworkloadwastoomuchat

theoffice

Hemovedclosertohersideashebreatheddown



herneck,Miaturnedashegotontopofherkissing

hertummygoingdowntohercookiewithhishands

onherboobsasheroughlysquizzedthem..heslowly

wentuptoherlipsandsuckedthemasMiawrapped

herhandsaroundhisneckmoaning..heslowlygot

offthebedreachingforthedrawerslookingfor

somethIngMia'sheartstartedbeatingfastbecause

sheknewshitwasabouttogodown..Mandlatook

outthehandcuffsandawhiplookingandlookedat

herwithanaughtysmile.

MANDLA:lookwhatwehaveherebaby

MIA:(forcedasmile)ohhbaby

MandlaapproachedthebedasMia'sthroatdriedup

lookingatthetoolsinhishand,heroughlypulledher

hairbringingherheadclosertohisfaceandkissed

herashistonguewentindeeperintoMia'smouth,he

thenheldherhandspinningthemonthebedashe

gotontopofhertotiethemontothebedhead..he



turnedgrabbingherlegsandwidenedthemtying

eachontothebedbeforeseductivelylookingather

ashemovedthewhipfromherfaceallthewayupto

hercookiethenhestartedmovingitincirclesasMia

gotarousedproducingmorefluidsashewatchedin

pleasure.....hegotontopofherashishardmachine

fellonhertummyroughlygrabbingherbythethroat

then.................#/?@$..

INTHEMORNING

Miawokeupwithaheavyheadandherwaytothe

bathroom,shesatonthetoiletseatandgrabbedthe

smallmirrorthenputitbetweenherlegsand

carefullyscannedhercookie..itwasveryredwitha

fewscrachesbutatleastitwasn'tasbadasother

days.shestoodupandtookasmallbasinfillingit

withwarmwaterbeforetakingbathsits..

MIA:(closedhereyes)ouch!!



Shecontinueddippinghercookieinthewarmwater

untilshefeltbetteranddisposedthewaterbefore

walkingouttotheirbedroom..shesatdownand.....

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

Therewasaknockonthedoorashegotupyawning

andwalkedtothemaindoor...heopenedthedoor

rubbinghiseyesthen..

MANDLA:whatthehelldude?Areyoustillsleeping

atthistime

THEMBA:yohpa!Igotwastedlastnight,wherewere

youanyway?

MANDLA:(ignoredthequestion)weneedtostart

workingonthenextdelivery,somefreshmeet



bruh,notimetosleep,moneyiscallingus

TH:(yawning)butIthoughtwewouldwaitafew

moredaysbeforeworkingonthat

MANDLA:notthistimearounddude,,weneedtoget

onit,,getthosegirls

TH:yohhparelaxman,,I'llgetmyboystostart

workingonit

hethoughtabouttheconversationhehadwith

Zumbawhileinhisstomachtheotherday,forsome

weirdreasonZumbaincreasedhisdemandsthis

timearound,hewantedtodrinkbloodandabodyto

feedon,andMandlahadtobringit....

IshouldgetThembatobringonemoregirltooffer

Zumbaasameal"hethought"



MANDLA:yohpa,Iknowweusuallymakeittengirls

butletsmakeiteleventhistimearound

THEMBA:(confused)butIthoughtweonlydelivery

ten..didMrSinghincreasethenumber?

MANDLA:(notsureofwhichexcusetogivewith

beingsuspicious)Ijustneedtheotheronefora

roughnight.

THEMBA:comeondude,itsnotlikeitsanyhardfor

youtogetsome,Imeanyouhavethembeautifulgirls

throwingthemselvesatyouallthetime.

MANDLA:(laughing)see,Iwantsomethingdifferent,I

needaninnocentsoultoripapartthistimearound

THEMBA:(laughed)youareoneweird

motherfuck,,ohhandIhaveapotentialclient,,he



wantstostartbuyingfreshmeatfromus,,heisfrom

Thailand,,whenIcouldn'tgetholdofyouyesterdayI

decidedtojustagreetomeetupwithhimat

Ransomshoteltodayateleven

MANDLA:ohhsoundsgreat,,somoveyourdamnself

andtakeashowersowecangetgoing......Themba's

phonerang

THEMBA:youagain!

MIA:(changedhervoicespeakingsoftly)pleasedon't

hangup,okumnotasecretadmirer,Ijuswanttosee

youandtellyousomething,itsreally

important,pleaseplease.

TH:(reluctantly:ok,IhaveameetingatRansoms

hotelat11andwillbedoneat12,letsmeetthereat

twelve



MIA:alrightthankyou,ilfindyouthere

THEMBA:bye..(hehungsupandclickedhis

tongue)...Icanneverunderstandthelevelof

desperationinthisgirls,kanashehasbeencalling

mesinceyesterday,nxe

MANDLA:(laughed)getusedtoitbruh,,nnakanaI

neveransweranynumberthatsnotsavedinmy

phonecazgakebatlemalwetsikanankatlogaka

gautsagautsagohleela.

Theycontinuedchattingandlaughing....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Miathrewherfistintheaircelebrating,shesmiled

fromeartoearthinkingaboutherplanthatwillget

Thembaspillingthebeans..shemovedtothedrawer



openingitandtookoutasmallplasticfullofpillsas

shewickedlysmiledlookingatthepills....

MIA:(thinkingoutloud)justonepillinhisdrinkthen

illbedone,,thatwillbeenoughtogethimtalking

withoutmehavingtoputanymucheffortIswear...

ATTHEHOTEL

MandlaandThembawalkedinthehotelasThemba

spottedtheiracquaintanceatthefarendofthe

roomthenledthewayasalleyesturnedto

them....Mandlalookedatthewhitebeardedman

beforeextendinghishandforahandshake..thetrio

madeintroductionsthencommencedtobusiness.

anhourlater,theywerealldoneastheshookhands

withthewhitemanthenheleftthemchatting



MANDLA:thatwentwell

THEMBA:Itoldyoutheofferwassweet(lookedat

hiswristwatch)yohIhaveastupidmeetinginafew

seconds(lookedaround)

MANDLA:(laughing)withthesecretadmirer.........let

megogetmyselfmorebeersdownthereMr

Stranger,goodluck!

Heapproachedthecounterasthewaitresseswas

facingtheotherwaybusypackingwhiskeybottles..

MANDLA:hey

WAITRESS:(shelookedbackandtheireyeslocked

asMandla'sheartbeatraised)ohhitsyou,wemeet

againMrMathews



MANDLA:(smiling)Mandla,pleasecallmethat

GRACE:Ohhok,,whatwillyouliketohave

MANDLA:(smiling)you,,Iwouldliketohaveyou

GRACE:(confused)I.don'tunderstandsir

Mandlapulledhishandclosertohersbeforequickly

pullingitbackasherememberedtheirlast

encounter,,

MANDLA:ohhum(laughing)..Iwasjustpullingyour

leg

GRACE:(flashedasmile)alrightsir,whatareyou

having



MANDLA:Iwould'velovedtohavesomethingstrong

butnowthatI'veseenyouI'vechangedmymindand

wanttohavejuiceforthefirsttimeinalongtime

GRACE:(laughedandfilledaglasswithjuicethen

handedit)

MANDLA:(tookasip)soGracehowoldareyou

GRACE:whyareyouasking(rubbedthecounter

lookingathim)

MANDLA:(smiling)feistyIsee...butowk,Ijustwant

toknowyoubecauseyoulooklikeasweetperson

GRACE:(triedhardnottolaughholdinghermouth)

ohhmyGod,,me?Sweet?



MeanwhileMiawalkedinthehotelthenmovedher

eyesaroundlookingforThembashethenspotted

himatthefarendbeforesheheardloudgigglesand

lookedatthecounter...herfacedroppedasherheart

beatincreasedlookingatthetwolaughing,,she

quicklywalkedoutandleanedherheadagainstthe

wallbreathingheavily....................
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Sheleanedonthewallastheirfacescrossedher

mind.ShehadneverseenMandlathatrelaxed

before,letalonelaughingthatloud..heisalways

tenseandallseriousaroundher.tearsformedinher

eyesandescapedassheputherhandsonherface

crying,,sherubbedthemoffthentiptoedtothedoor



andmovedhereyestothecounterbeforelookingat

Thembaatthefarendoftheroom....

YesThembaistherewaitingbutnowthatMandlais

alsoherethenIcan'tgointhere."Shethought"

MeanwhileThembastoodupwalkingtothe

counter...

THEMBA:yohpa!

Mandlaturnedtohimlaughing..

MANDLA:(laughing)dudewsup?

THEMBA:(surprised)whatthehellman?

MD:(smiling)what?



THEMBA:dudelookatyou,,youarelaughingandall

smiles,,andworse,withadamnwaitress,,whats

wrongwithyou?

MANDLA:yohhdude,loweryourdamnvoice,she

mighthearyou

THEMBA:(raisedhiseyebrows)OMG!!Dudeeven

caresaboutwhatshethinks!!

MANDLA:(laughed)

THEMBA:(laughedlookingatGrace)Iswearthat

thickmummyputsomethinginyourdrinkbruh

MANDLA:(raisedhisglass)umnotevendrinking

hle,,umhavingjuice



THEMBA:(hiseyeswidenedlookingattheglass)no

ways!!

MANDLA:(smiling)yeahman

THEMBA:youareeventryingtoimpressherkadi

juice..hehmonnyouarehooked,,mmeleene

hlebannsheisgoals,,bonaassyelehlemon

MANDLA:(laughedandchangedthetopic)what

happenedtoyourmeetingwiththesecretadmirer?

THEMBA:(clickedhistongue)bitchassdidn'tshow

up,whatawasteofmyprecioustime

MANDLA:(laughedandleanedonthecounter

lookingather)umm..Ishouldgetgoing,nicemeeting

youagain



GRACE:(smiledandwaved)

MandlaturnedtoThembaastheycontinued

chattingwalkingaway...

MeanwhileMiasawthemcomingthenshedashed

outtohercaranddroveoff...

ATTHECOUNTER

TheotherwaitressapproachedthecounterasGrace

wasbusypackinthewhiskeybottles

WAITRESS:hehGracehleobig

GRACE:(turnedconfused)what

WAITRESS:(snappedherfinger)MrMathewsbaby



girl,,Isawyouallloveydoveywithhim,,damngirl,I

respectyounow,kanathisguyisalwaysserious,you

canneverseehimlaughingunlessheiswithhis

friends,ebileuswaitressesweknowmo'guycan

neverlookatustwicebutyou!Yougirl,,ostrong

man..

GRACE:(laughedembarrassed)butitwasjustan

innocentconversationhau

WAITRESS:(rolledeyes)tellthattosomeonewho

willbelieveyou,,IknowwhatIsaw

ShelaughedthenwalkedawayasGracesighedand

continuedpackingup....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Miaroughlyopenedthedoorandwalkedin



breathingheavily...

MSWILLIAMS:(turnedsurprised)youlook

upset,what'swrongdear?

MIA:(snappedraisingherhands)yohMs

William's,willyoueverstopaskingmequestions,who

areyoutocareaboutwhetherI'mupsetor

not,pleaseyouarejustamaidsosticktoyourjob

andstopstickingyournoseinmybusiness..

Shewalkedaway..

MSWILLIAMS:(clappedherhandsonce)yoh!Ican

neverunderstandthisgirl..

MeanwhileinthebedroomMiatookoutherphone

anddialedherfriend



FRIEND:heylover

MIA:(lowvoice)hiDudu

FRIEND:andthen??

MIA:(sighed)haimma,,IjustsawMandlawiththe

girlItoldyouabout

FRIEND:iyoh!

MIA:andworse,Mandlawasallsmilesandlaughing

outloud.

FRIEND:aofriendship,butIthoughtyousaidthisguy

hardlylaughs

MIA:mypointexactly,,,heisalwaystensearoundme



butweirdlyenough,,keyoohecanlaughandeaseup

FRIEND:(thoughtfully)yohthat'shectic,whatareyou

goingtodonow?

MIA:Idon'tknownow,Ihadaperfectplantomake

MandlagivemeattentionandalltheloveIdeserve

butnowthereisthisgirl,,nowIhavetothinkofa

plantoeliminateherfromthepicture.

FRIEND:yeahgirl,makeitsnappythen

MIA:Iwillmma,,Ican'tloseMandlahleletalonetoa

stupidwaitress

FRIEND:okwewilltalkbye

MIA:byefriend



Shehungupandsighed......

ATKG'SHOUSE

Thedoorbellrangashewalkedoverandopened..he

smiledlookinginherhereyesasshestoodthere

holdinghisbag

NURSE:ohhhey,,sorryIcouldn'tpassby

yesterday,hadtorushsomewhereafterwork

KG:Iwasthinkingmaybeyoudidn'tgettheaddress

butitsokay

NURSE:(handingoverthebag)Alrighthere

KG:thankyou,aren'tyougoingtocomeinside?



NURSE:(smiling)thoughtyou'dneverask

Shelaughedandwalkedinbutstoppedhalfwayas

hereyeswidened,,sheturnedaroundlookingatthe

blackwallsandfurniture,,everythingwasblack,,KG's

eyeslandedonhishandgunonthecouchthenhe

quicklysatdowntakingacushiontocoveritup..

NURSE:(lowvoice)whyiseverythingallblack,,I

thoughtyouwearblackclothesonlybutnowyour

houseisalsoblack?

KG:well,,thisismyfavoritecolour

Shethoughtabouttheeightmaninallblackwho

hadvisitedhimatthehospitaltheotherdayandgot

scared...KGcouldseeshewasscaredandthought

ofamoreconvincingexplaination.



KG:(smiling)wehaveaclubcalledTHEBLACKSand

wehelpthesocietybymakingdonationsto

orphanagesandotherhomes,sowedecidedto

chooseblacksowecaneasilybeidentifiedand

standoutthatswhymeandmyfriendsarealways

puttingonblackclothes,butasformeIjustdecided

tobeextraandusedthecolourinmyhomeaswell.

GRACE:(rememberedherconversationwiththe

othernursewhensheexplainedabouttheblacks

andthensherelaxed)ohhowk,IthinkIgetit

KG:(stoodupmovingclosertoherfaceasheheld

herwaist)ohhwell....(hisphonerang)

KG:yes

SK:boss,Ican'tfindTTandLoyd,itsbeentwodays

now.



KG:whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindthem?

SK:yesboss,Ilasttalkedtothemaftersendingthem

offtofollowMrMathews

KG:(angrily)findthemthen

SK:bossthereismore,theyhadtoldmetheyareon

histailbeforetheirphoneswentoff,sothenIused

theroutetheymentionedlookingforthemonlyto

findtheircarandtheyweren'tinside...

KG:thengofurtherorlookaroundtheplacewhere

youfoundthecar

SK:butitsjustthebushsir



KG:(scratchedhisheadfrustratingly)I'llgetbackto

you

Hehungupandsighed

NURSE:(clearedherthroat)thatsoundedhectic

KG:ohhummyeah

NURSE:whatisit,ImeanmaybeIcanhelp

HIM:(thoughtfully)ohhwell,,letscontinuewherewe

leftoff

Hepulledhercloserholdingherwaistandleanedin

forakiss.sheputherhandsaroundhisneckasshe

liftedherlegwrappingitaroundhisknees

then...&#$@.........
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AWEEKLATER......

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Mandlawalkedinandpassedbythekitchenbefore

headingtothebedroomasMsWilliamswasbusyin

thekitchenwashingtheplates...

MANDLA:heyMsWilliamswhereisMia?



MSWILLIAMS:sheleftawhileago

MANDLA:Ohhok,Ijustcametogetsomething,I'llbe

headingbacktotheoffice

MSWILLIAMS:oksir

HewalkedoutpassingbytheloungethenMs

Williamsbagcaughthiseyesohethoughtfully

stoppedashelookedbacktoseeifsheiscoming

thenhetiptoedandbentoveropeningitandlooked

forsomething,hegrabbedherphoneandquickly

wentthroughit,luckilyitrequireapasswordsohe

shotstraighttohercontactsandtyped"grace"but

thenamedidn'texist,hesighedandputitback

walkingawaybutstoppedgoingdownmemorylane

whenGracefirstcametotheirhouse

MANDLA:(lowvoice)baby,,shecalledherbaby

Heimmediatelyturnedbackreachingforthe



bag,tookthephoneandquicklytyped"baby"..the

nameappearedandhescreamedcelebrating

MANDLA:(throwingfistintheair)yes!!

MsWilliamsheardhimand..

MSWILLIAMS:huh??

MANDLA:(panickedandthrewitbackstepping

back)what,,nonothingMsWii

MSWILLIAMS:oksir

Hetiptoedandcheckedifsheiscomingbefore

reachingoutforthebagandwentthroughthephone

again,,helookedforapenandasmallpaperthen

scribbledthenameandnumberdown...whenhewas

doneheleftwithavictorysmileasheandsatdown

ontheirbedtakingouthisphoneandcopiedthe

numberbeforethrowingthepaperontheheard



board.

MinuteslaterMiawalkedinsurprisedtoseehim

homethen

MIA:Ohhheybabe,youarehome?

MANDLA:(stoodupopeningthedrawerstakingout

something)actuallyIjuscametogetsomething,im

goingback,bye

Hewalkedoutandslammedthedoor

Mialetoutasighasshesatdownonthebedputting

herbagontheheardboard,butwhilestillatither

eyeslandedonthesmallpieceofpaper.shepicked

itupbringingitclosertoherfacereadingoutthe

nameonthepaper

MIA:baby?



Shethentookoutherphoneanddialedthenumber

Meanwhileattheotherend...

GRACE:hello

MIA:(keptquiet)

GRACE:hello,hello,whoisthis?

Miaangrilyhungupclickinghertongueasshe

recognizedhervoice...shefrustratinglymadeher

waytothekitchenwiththeintentionofgivingMrs

Williamsanearfulbutstoppedhalfwayand.....

MIA:thinkMiaThink....

Thembacrossedhermindthenshegrabbedher



phonedialinghim...

MIA:(changedhervoiceandspokesoftly)hello,hey

pleasedon'thangup,itsmeagain,sorryIcouldn'tpull

throughthelasttime,somethingcameup

THEMBA:(sighedimpatient)okay

MIA:yes,pleaseletsmeettoday,IpromiseIwontpull

anystuntstoday,I'llsuremakeappearances,,please

THEMBA:okaywhere?

MIA:anyrestuarantisokay,aslongasitsnotthe

hotel

THEMBA:okayspurinanhour,Anyminuteafterthat

thendon'tcomeokay



MIA:(smiling)ohkthankyou,bye

Sheleanedonthemirrorcheckingifhermakeup

wasstillfinethengrabbedherbagandleft....

ATTHEOFFICE

Hesatdowntakingouthisphonewithasmileand

dialedher....

MD:heyinnocentone

GRACE:(confused)what?Whoisthis?

MANDLA:(allsmiles)umsorry,pleasedon'tbemad

atme,ItsMD

GRACE:MD???



MANDLA:yes"Mandla"

GRACE:(surprised)what?Wheredidyougetmy

number

MANDLA:(laughing)nottobragbutIamMandla

Mathews,remember?

GRACE:(rolledhereyes)okMandlaMathews,what

doyouwant?

MANDLA:(gettingnervoushearingherserioustone

andscratchedhishead)um,,I,,Ijust,Iwasmissing

yourvoice,,itsverysweet

GRACE:(sighed)ok,whywereyoucallingme

Innocent?



MANDLA:(smiling)remembertheotherdaywhenI

saidyoulookinnocent

GRACE:(rememberedandlaughed)ohhyesIdo

MANDLA:yessoIhavedecidedtocallyouinnocent

sinceyoulookthepart.

GRACE:(chuckled)

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheyallkept

quietthenMandlaclearedhisthroatand....

MANDLA:ummGrace

GRACE:huh?



MANDLA:canIaskforafavor,pleasedontsay

no,promiseyouwontsayno

GRACE:(smiling)noIcan'tpromiseanythingbutask

MANDLA:ohkitsnotsayingthisbutI'lldo

anyway,mayyoupleasegooutfordinnerwithme?

Tomorrow?

GRACE:dinner??Butyourwif-...(heinterrupted)

MANDLA:please,please,sheisnotreallymywife,it

wasamarriageaconveniencebutI'llexplainthat

someothertime,,pleasedontsayno...

Shesighedashermindranaround,,shewondered

howgoingoutwouldbelike,itwouldbeherfirsttime

andcuriositywasgettingthemostofher



GRACE:owk,whattimetomorrow?

MANDLA:(excitedly)yoh!Isthatayes

GRACE:(smiling)yes

MANDLA:thankyouthankyou,Iswearimthemost

happiestmotherfuckerrightnow,,

GRACE:(smiled)

MANDLA:owkI'llforwardyouthedetailsanddon't

worryabouttransportI'llsendacartopickyouup

GRACE:okbye

MANDLA:thankyouagain,bye.



Hehungupsmilingandextendedhishandtooneof

hiswhiskiesandfilledtheglass....

MeanwhileGraceleanedonthecounterthinking

aboutherlastencounterwithMia,itwashardto

forgetthedeadlystareshegaveherbutcuriositygot

thebetterofherasshegotcarriedawaybythe

thoughtofbeingonadate,,shewantedtoknowhow

itfeels....

ATSPUR

MiasteppedupinthebuildingandspottedThemba

seatedontheside,,shecatwalkedherenglishfigure

overashercolognegotheadsturning,,shetapped

himontheshoulderandheraisedhishead

surprised

THEMBA:whatthehellMia,whatareyoudoinghere?



MIA:(smiling)I'mthesecretadmirer

THEMBA:(stoodup)Ihavenobusinesswithmy

niggaswomen,umoutofhere

MIA:(gentlypulledhisarm)ohhsit(thinking)I

just,,,okay,,hereisthething,umplanningtothrow

MandlaasurprisepartyandIneedyourhelpsince

youarehisbestfriend

THEMBA:(relaxedandsatdown)ohhowk,thatvery

sweetofyou,whatdoyouneed?

MIA:yes,Ijustneedyoutohelpmewithafewthings

THEMBA:(sippedhisdrinkasheputhisarmonthe

tablepayingattention)



MIA:(thoughtfullylookedathisdrinkand

paused)hauThemba,aren'tyougoingtogetmea

drink.

THEMBA:umsurethewaitressesarecoming

MIA:(laughed)ohhcomeon,theyaretaking

forever,can'tbelieveIactuallythoughtyouarea

gentleman

THEMBA:(stooduplaughing)okayokayMs

Williams,lemmegetit

MIA:shequicklytookoutthepillsinherbagthen

spikedhisdrinkasitmelted

THEMBA:(walkedover)theyarecoming

Hesaidthatwhilehegrabbedhisglasssippingas

theycontinuedchatting.



ATKG'SHOUSE

HeopenedthedoorasSkwalkedin

SK:heybossIhavebadnews,,thetwoguysarestill

nowheretobeseen,wespentthewholeweek

searchingbutwithnoluck

KG:haish,okmaybeweshouldshiftourfocusback

togettingthatMandlaguybecauseIameven

runningoutofcashnow,,Ihaven'tbeenmaking

moneyinalongtime,itsevengoingtobeworse

becausethatwhitemanfromThailandalsoleft

us,,hesaidhecantbuyfromusanymoreandum

thinkingMandlarecruitedhimaswell

SK:Haish,sowhat'stheplannow?



MANDLA:okIthin-...(hisphonerang)

HER:heybabe,Imissyou,youhaven'tsaidanything

inaweeknow

KG:ohhsorryIwasbusywithwork

NURSE:OKcanIcomeover?

KG:(thoughtfully)yeahofcourse,ofcourse

NURSE:(smiling)okbye

Hehungupwithawickedsmilethen

KG:IthinkImightbeontosomething,Yes!IthinkI

haveaperfectplannow...(smilingashewentto

openthedoorforhim)alrightyoumaygonowSk



Hewalkedoutcomfused......
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ATSPUR

Thembatookthelastsipashisheadbecameheavy

andfeltdizzy,herubbedhiseyesaseverything

becameblur

MIA:(smiling)Thembaareyoufine?



THEMBA:(slowly)huh

MIA:(toherself)perfect,nowweshouldgettheball

rolling

THEMBA:(puthisarmsonthetableleaningonashe

lookedinhereyeswithsleepyeyes)bab.....

MIA:yesbaby,nowletstalk

THEMBA:(impairedspeech)aboutwha-..

MIA:(smiling)Mandla

Hekeptmovinghisheadupanddownwithhis

handsonhisjawsthenstartedlaughingashiseyes

slowlyclosed



MIA:(lowvoice)dammitThemba,don'tsleepon

me,wakeup..

Shethenlookedaroundtoseeifpeoplewere

lookingbeforeliftingherglassandsprinkledhisface

Withherdrink..

Heslowlyopenedhiseyesandcontinuedlaughing

thenMiastooduppullinghisarmtohershoulders

andheldhimbythewaistastheylimpedout...while

stillholdinghimbytheotherhandshereachedfor

thedoorwiththeotherhandthenletlooseofhimas

hefellontheseat.Shelookedaroundtoseeif

anyonewaswatchingthenhurriedtotheotherside

gettinginanddrivingoff.

ATKG'SHOUSE

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhewentonto

openandhiseyesfellonthegroundashelookedat

thesoftfeetbeforehim,,heslowlyraisedhishead

goingupherbodyandswallowedhardthenhiseyes

landedonthecurvesperfectlydefinedbyhernude



dress..heraisedhisheadandsmiledlookingather

flawlessfaceassheflashedasmilemoving

towardshim...

KG:damn!Ididn'tknowyoulookthisfinewhenyour

notinyourwhiteuniform..Iswearnowitfeelslike

umseeingyouforthefirsttime,,thereisthenurse

andthenthereisyouagain

HER:(blushed)

Hepulledheroverforahug,thenlookeddowntoher

facemovingherchinupandtheirlipstouched,he

pulledherdressupandmovedhishandonher

thighsgentlysqueezingthem,hedirectedhishand

upwardstouchingherpantyandsqueezedherbutt

asshemoanedsoftly,hethenmovedhishandtoher

cookierubbingitsoftlybeforeusinghisfingerto

movethepantyasideand..............



INTHECAR

Miadialledherfriendwithherotherhandonthe

steeringwheel

MIA:heyDudu,whereareyou,Ifuckedup

DUDU:umhome,whathappened

MIA:great!Isyourhusbandstillatwork?

DUDU:(confused)yes!Whatsgoingon?

MIA:perfect!Imonmywaytoyourhouse,willbe

thereinafewminutes

Shemadeaturnandsteppedontheaccelerator

speedingoff....



FewminuteslatershearrivedatDudu'shouseand

quicklysteppedoutandknocked...

DUDU:umcoming

Sheopenedthedoorthen..

MIA:(sweating)hey

DUDU:Mia,whatswrong

MIA:remembertheplanItoldyouIhaveinplace?

DUDU:yes

MIA:I..Itgotoutofhandandnowumshiftingtoplan

Bandthatswhereyoucomein..



Shesaidthatpullingherhandwalkingtothecarand

Dudu'seyeswidenedatthesightofthesleeping

Themba..

DUDU:(shaking)what?Isheevenbreathing?

MIA:(calm)relax,hejuspassedout,Igavehimapill

tomakehimtalkbutIguesitwastoomuchforhim

butnowumscaredhemightwakeupanytimefrom

nowsoIneedtoquicklydoeverythingbeforehe

wakesup

DUDU:(foldingherarms)okay,sowhathappensnow?

MIA:letstakehimtotheguestroom,you'llseewhen

wegetthere..

Theypulledhimoutandcarriedhimontheir

shouldersasslightlyopenedhiseyesmumbling



THEMBA:Huhh...

Theyputhimonthebedasheslowlyopenedhis

eyessmiling...Miaquicklyundressedhimashe

laughedattheblurryimagebeforehim,shethen

handedDudutheclotheswhostoodstillall

puzzled,withoutmuchexplanationsheopenedthe

cameratabandgaveDuduherphone

DUDU:(confused)what,whatshouldIdonow?

MIA:yoh,relax,umgoingtotakeoffmyclothesnow

andmakehimsleepwithme,thefactthatheis

awakeandstupidlysmilingisabonusnowbecause

thevideowontlooklikeIwasforcingmyselfonhim.

DUDU:(laughedasMiaundressed)ohhgirl,youare

sick!



MIA:(laughing)ok,umreadybutdontstartrecording

now,Ihavetokisshimandseehisresponsefirst

Shebentoverandlaidhernakedbodyontopofhim

andkissedhimbuthejuscontinuedlaughingand

smiling

MIA:shit!Heisnotresponding,whatdowedonow?

DUDU:(thoughtfully)well,maybeyoucanjustlay

nexttohim,changepositionsandwejusttake

pictures..butyouhavetomakethemlookreal.

MIA:soundslikeaplan..

Shebentoveragainbringinghisheadclosertohers

kissinghimasDudumovedclosertakingashotthat

showedhisface.theythenmovedhimtothesideas



Mialaiddownbeforetheypulledhimontopofher

bodyasshepartedherlegsclosinghislegsbetween

andtheytookanotherpicture..theycontinued

changingpositionstakingconvincingphotos.....

SOMEWHEREINTHEWORLD

Ashinywhitemasseratipulledupintheparkinglot

asheadsturnedadmiringthecar.thedooropened

asashinyblack8inchheelsteppedout,Grace

closedthedoorandpulledherhairbackswinging

herthickcurvybodyasherheelsechoeddownthe

corridor.

Awaitresswalkedoverand...

WAITRESS:goodmam,youmustbeGrace

GRACE:(surprised)howdoyouknowmyname?



WAITRESS:(smiling)letsgothissidemam

GRACE:okay

Shewalkedoverandherjawsdroppedlookingatthe

beautifuldecoratedspaciousroom

WAITRESS:alright,pleasepressthisbuttonifyou

needanything

Shewalkedout........Gracewalkedaroundtheroom

admiringitthenatablebeautifullydecoratedwith

flowersandcandlescaughtherattentionasshe

smiledlookingatit,stilllostinadmirationsheturned

aroundasasoundcamefromtheback,hereyes

landedonamanputtingonablackhat,whiteshirt

andblackpantsholdingaguitar,,shesmiled

completelytakenbeforesomeonetouchedher

shoulderand...............

Theexplicitcontentwillbepostedatthe

group,simplysearchfor"THEGREATRATI"andjoin
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Someonetouchedhershoulderandsheturned

aroundashereyesfellonhiscleanflawlessface,he

flashedasmilerevealinghispurewhiteteeth.he

walkedcloserashiseyeswentdownherbody,her

cleavagecaughthisattentionandhefeltbutterflies

inhisstomach.heswallowedhardashiseyes

landedonhercurvesthatwereperfectlydefinedby

herdress,hismachinejerkedupthenhequickly

steppedbackhidingitwithhishandandclearedhis

throat..

MANDLA:youlookbeautiful



GRACE:(smiling)thankyou,youarenotbadyourself.

MANDLA:(chuckled)right

Hegrabbedherhandslowlyandslowlywalkedto

thedecoratedtable,hepulledoutthechairasshesat

downsmiling.

GRACE:(smiling)thankyou

MANDLA:see,,umagentleman

Theylaughedand...

Mandlawentontositthenasheputhishand

accrossthetabletouchinghersofthandandlooked

inhereyes.

MANDLA:thankyouforcoming



Hethenlookedonthetableashishandwasontop

ofhersandrememberedtheirlastencounterwhen

Zumbatriedtosurface,,weirdenoughthistime

aroundhedidn'tfeelanydifferent,noskincracking

whatsoever,thenherelaxedasthewaitresswalked

over.

WAITRESS:(placeda6coursemealbeforethem)i

hopeyounoticedtheplaceisreservedforyouonly

tonightjustasyouaskedsir,pleasepressthat

buttonifyouneedanythingandthankyoufor

choosingEricadiner.enjoy

Shewalkedaway......

ATKG'SHOUSE

Theybreathedheavilyandfellontothecouchas

sweatdrippedfromtheirfaces.



NURSE:(panting)thatwasgreat

KG:(leanedoverforakiss)

NURSE:(wipingsweatoffherface)hooo

KG:(thoughtfully)RemembertheotherdaywhenI

wasonaphonecall?

HER:ummyes

KG:ummyes,IthoughtaboutwhatyousaidandI

thinkyoucanhelpme

HER:(tryingtoremember)ohhyoumeanwhenIsaid

maybeIcanhelp?

KG:yes



HER:Iwasjustsayingthough

KG:butyousoldmethatideaandnowIlike

it,,I.wouldn'thavethoughtaboutyouhadyounot

insist

HER:(sighed)okayillhelp,tellmeaboutit

KG:thankyou

HER:(brieflysmiled)

KG:ok,thethingis,asyouknowthatIusuallyhelp

orphanagesandthelessprivilegedbydonating

moneyandfood,Ihaven'tbeenabletodothatina

whilenowandthepoorpeoplearesufferingasno

oneiswillingtohelp



HER:(listenedcarefully)butwhyhaveyoustopped

helpingthem

KG:Iwouldliketocontinuehelpingthembutmy

businessisdown,imnotmakingenoughmoneyto

helpthembecausesomeoneissabotagingme,heis

stealingmyclientsandbadmouthingme,Ihavebeen

tryingtocallthisguyforameetingsothatwecan

haveacivilconversationbutheisrefusing...

HERthisisbad,whyishedoingthis?

KG:Idon'tknow,,maybehedoesn'twantmeto

continuehelpingthepoor

Hesecretlylookedatherconvincedfaceandsmiled

HER:owk,howdoIhelp?



KG:umm...allyouhavetodoisseducehimand

spikehisdrink,makesurehedrinksit,hewillpass

outimmediatelysothenyoucallme,I'lltakeitfrom

there

HER:(eyeswidened)huh!Whatifhedies,andwhat

areyougoingtodowithhim,Icanthelpyoukilla

person

KG:(calm)noIwontkillhimbabe,,illjusthandcuff

himandwaituntilhewakesupjustsowecanhavea

civilconversationbecauseheisviolent.

HER:(reluctantly)okayIwilldoit,what'shisname?

KG:itsMandla

HER:(tryingtorememberhim)hisnamesounds



familiarbutIdon'trememberhim

KG:okay,thisiswhatyouwillhavetodo

Hecontinuedhowtheyaregoingtodoitasshe

listenedattentively

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

Miareachedforherclothesandstartedgetting

dressedasDudualsodressedThembawhowasstill

intoxicated

DUDU:(heldherwaist)thisguyisnotgoingtowake

upanytimesoonbutmyhusbandwillbehomeany

minutefromnow,whatdowedonow

MIA:(bitingherlips)ummmlemmethink



DUDU:(impatient)noMia,thinkofsomethingreal

quick,myhusbandisonhiswayhome

MIA:(annoyed)willyoustoptalking,imtryingtothink

here

DUDU:(foldedherarmsandlookedather)

MIA:(clappedhands)ohhyes!Letstakehimbackto

therestaurant,Isawwherehepackedhiscarsowe

willjustputhimbackinhiscaranddriveoff,,um

surehewillwakeupinthemorning,plusitsdarknow

sopeoplewontseeus

DUDU:(sighed)okletscarryhimtothecar

Theyliftedhimupontheirshoulderswalkingtothe

Mia'scarashemumbledsomething...



Fewminuteslatertheypulledupintheparkinglot

andMiasteppedouttocheckifanyonewas

watching

MIA:coastisclear,letsgethim

TheycarriedhimasMiareachedforhispockets

takingouthiscarkeysandunlockedthecar,they

nicelyputhimontheseatbeforeadjustingitasit

movedback,Miaputthekeysbackinhis

pocket,closedthedoorastheywalkedbacktoher

caranddroveoff.

MIA:(breathedout)whoo,thatwasnthard

DUDU:(laughing)Iswearbeingyourfriendis

hardwork,lookwhatIjustdid

MIA:whatevergirl,butImustsaythatfeltgood,being



scaredofgettingcaughtisexciting

DUDU:(smiling)ohhtellmeaboutit,thatwasn'tbad

atall..

Theycontinuedchattingandlaughingasthecar

disappearedintothedarknight.

BACKATERICARESTAURANT

MANDLA:(smiling)Ihopeyoudon'tmind,Ialready

orderedtosurpriseyouwithmyfavoritemeal

GRACE:(smiledliftingthelid)ohhthislooks

delicious

MANDLA:(laughed)itreallyis,trustme

Mandlatooktheforkandknifetryingtoeatbutthen

Gracequicklyheldhishandsbackand



GRACE:weshouldprayfirst

MANDLA:huh?

GRACE:letsblessthefoodfirst

MANDLA:(uncomfortable)okay

GRACE:(heldhishandandprayed)DearGod,thank

youforthisfood,mayyouprotectusasweeat.thank

you

SheopenedhereyesandMandlaquicklygrabbeda

glassdrinkingwaterandchoked

GRACE:areyoufine?

MANDLA:(coughedholdinghischest)umm...yeah



umgood

GRACE:(smiling)ok,letseat

MANDLA:(slowlytookabite)thisisnice

Gracecontinuedeatingbutthenfeltsomething

movingonhershoes.shelookeddownthenhereyes

poppedoutasshescreamedjumpingoffthe

chair,shetrippedandfellasthesmallcolourful

snakesfilledtheroom,ablackmambamovedupher

bodyandwrappeditssmallcolourfulshinybody

aroundherlegthen........................

#

#

#
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Theblackmambacurleditsshinysmallbodyaround

herlegwhiletheothersmallcolourfulsnakes

squirmedmakingtheirwaytoherand..............

MEANWHILEATMSWILLIAMS.

Shepulledtheblanketsoffandliftedherleggetting

insideandbentdownbringingherhandstogether

beforeplacingthemontheforeheadassheclosed

hereyesand..

MSWILLIAMS:DearGod,thankforwatchingoverme

andmydaughtertoday,thankyouforprotectingus

andfightingourbattles,mayyoucontinuedoingthe

samedearGod,tonightasIgotobedIcomebefore

youagainandsaymayyourDevineprotectionbe

uponus.inthemightynameofthelordJesusChrist



Iprayamen.

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Miaopenedthedoor,switchedthelightsonand

draggedherfeettotheirbedroomthenthrewher

handbagonthebedbeforetakingherclothes

off,shetookawhitetowel,wrappeditaroundher

bodyandmadeherwaytothebathroomwhereshe

quicklytookashower...

Minuteslatershewasdoneandsteppedout

wrappingthetowelaroundherbodyshooting

straighttotheirbedroomwheresheletloseofitand

satdownasshereachedforthelotionandslowly

appliedonherbodyastheearliereventscrossedher

mind.sheletoutasighandtookherphonebrowsing

thephotos,shesmiledaloneasshesawhowreal

andconvincingthephotoslooked.sheleftthegallery

andclickedontocontactscallingMandlawhose

phonewentstraighttovoicemail.shesadlyputher

phoneontheheadboardandpulledthesheetsoff



gettinginsideanddozedoff.

ATSPURPARKINGLOT

Thembarubbedhiseyesandopenedthem

yawning.hetouchedhisheavyachingheadand

lookedaroundashiswaterbottlecaughthiseyes,he

pickeditupandgulpeddowntheremaining

water.thenputitbackcheckinghiswristwatchand

thetimewasalreadypastnine.heopenedthedoor

andpeakedoutsidebeforeclosingitandscratched

hisheadtryingtogodownmemorylane.nothing

muchcametohismindasheonlyrememberedMia

comingandtheirpartyconversation.hetriedtothink

hardashethoughtsomethingwasmissingbut

couldn'tputhisfingeronit

THEMBA:(frustrated)fuck!!

Hesearchedhispocketsandfoundthecar



key,inserteditintotheignitionanddroveoff....

ATKG'SHOUSE

NURSE:okay,IthinkIgetitanditdoesn'tsoundvery

hardprovidedyouputallprotectionmeasures

measuresinplaceincasesomethinggoeswrong

KG:ofcoursemylove,Iwillmakesurenothing

happenstoyou

NURSE:(smiled)okbabe,thenIwillcheckmy

scheduletoseewhenumfreesowecandoit?

KG:butIhaven'treallydecidedonthedayyet

becauseIstillhavetofoundouthisintentionsand

plansthenwecanattack



NURSE:okbabe

KG:(reachedforhisphone)yohtimeflies,itsalready

pastnine,letsgotothebedroomandsleep

Theystoodupasheheldherhandmakingtheirway

tothebedroom....

ATTHECAVE

Zumbathegiantsnake'seyespoppedoutchanging

coloursfromgreentoredandyellow,thesnake

turnedangrilyshakingitsheadasitspitmorevenom

around,theblackantsranawayasthecirclethey

usuallyformaroundhimlostshape,,zumbawenton

tostandonhistailandmovedhisbodyinacircular

motionleavingastormofdustinbetween,theother

largesnakesintheritualspondheardtheirmaster's

callandquicklyslippedtheirshinyheavybodiesout

ofthepondandsquirmedtotheforbiddenside.they



arrivedandmetZumbawhoseheadwasraisedupin

theairturninghiseyeschangingcoloursandmaking

loudhisses.thelargesnakesthenimmediately

raisedtheirbodiesandbowedtheirheadsinrespect

astheirspiritsmetinthespiritworld,they

immediatelygotthemessageastheyfuriously

turnedtheirlargebodiesslippingoutofthe

forbiddenareainhighspeedandpassedtherituals

pondfacingthecaveexit,theygottotheentrance

readytodiveoutbutastrongforcestoodbefore

themandroughlypushedthemastheywentonto

fallonhardrocksbeforequicklyslippingbackinto

theritualspond....

MEANWHILEATTHERESTAURANT

Theblackmambaopeneditsmouthwidereleasing

Itstongueandtriedtospitvenombutitstongue

suddenlygothotasitswholebodystartedgetting

extremelyhotmakingithardforittobite,thesnake

slippeddownasGracefearfullystoodupandran



intoMandla'sarmstrembling,heopenedhisarms

andheldhertightasshecriedhysterically.theother

manysnakessquirmedtohimhissing,Gracelifted

bothherlegsandhungthemontoMandla'swaistas

thesnakesmoveduphisbody,hetriedrunningout

butstoppedhalfwaysurprisedasallthesnakes

slippeddownrunningawayastheydisappeared

betweenthetablesandchairs,Gracelookedupat

thewindowandsawtheblackmamba'stail

disappearingoutthewindow,Mandlagentlyliftedher

offputtingherdownbutshepassedoutthen....
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ShepassedoutandMandlabentdownliftingher

again.hecarriedheronhisarmsasherbody

sagged,heturnedwalkingashiseyesfellonthe

terrifiedfacesofthestaff.hisfacialexpression

changedashegavethemapiercinglookwalking

closerand...

MANDLA:(withastraightface)justonewordfrom

anyonehere,thenyouwillallhavetokissyour

preciouslivesgoodbye

Theyallfearfullylookeddownthenhesmirked

MANDLA:perfect!Ibelieveweallhavean

understanding.nowmove!!

Theyallhurriedoutandhewalkedouttothe

parkinglotwhereheextendedhishandbendinghis

kneeandopenedthedoorthengentlyputGraceon

thecarseatbeforewalkingtothebootopeningitas



helookedforabottleofwater,hetookitandclosed

thebootwalkingbacktothepassengerseatand

sprinkledwateronherfaceasshejumpedand

gaspedforair,sheopenedhereyesbefore

screamingrunningintohisarms,heheldherand

lookeddownplantingasoftkissonherforehead

then

MANDLA:(softlypattingherback)itsfinenow,they

aregone

GRACE:(crying)

MANDLA:(softly)shh,,,stopcrying,youaresafe

now,imsorryforbringingyouhere,Ididn'tknowthe

placeishaunted,imsosorry,Iamalsotraumatized

buthavetobestrongforyou

GRACE:(lookedupathisface)thankyoufor

protectingme



MANDLA:(smiled)itsokay

GRACE:(thoughtfully)butwhydidtheyallrunaway

allofasudden

MANDLA:(panicked)umm...Idon'tknow,,Iwas

surprisedaswell

GRACE:(breathedoutwipinghertearsoff)andthey

didn'tbiteus

MANDLA:(calm)thatsweird,butIalwaysheard

rumorsaboutthatrestaurantbeinghauntedand

justneverbelieveditbecauseIdon'tbelievein

superstitions,butatleasttodayIsawitwithmyown

eyes

GRACE:(pulledofffromthehugandsatdownas



tearsformedinhereyesagain)Idon'tthinkI'llbe

everbeabletosleep,Icantstopthinkingabout

them,especiallythatblackone

MANDLA:(softly)heydontworry,Iwillnevertakeyou

backhereagain,never,butpleasepromiseme

something

GRACE:(lookedup)what?

MANDLA:thatwewon'ttellanyoneaboutwhat

happenedhere,becauseitmightgetusintrouble,if

thosethingsbelongtothatrestaurantownerthenhe

mightcomeforus

GRACE:(thoughtfully)yes,youareright,hemightbe

madatusandstartattackingus

MANDLA:(relieved)yes,allwehavetodoisjusnever



comebackhere,don'teventellyourmombecauseit

mayputheratriskofbeingattackedaswell

GRACE:ofcourse,,Ican'triskherlifelikethat,you

alsoshouldn'ttellanyone

MANDLA:trustmeIwont

GRACE:yeah,soI'lljustprayaboutituntilIgetoverit

MANDLA:(uncomfortable)okay,letmetakeyou

homenow

Hewalkedtothedriverssideandgotinthenthey

droveoff

ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Shetossedandturnedstrugglingtofallasleepand



movedthepillowtakingherphonecheckingthe

time,itwasalreadypastten,shesatupworriedand

wenttoswitchthelightondialingGrace'snumber.....

Meanwhileinthecar

GRACE:(herphonerangthen)helloma

MSWILLIAMS:thankGodyouarefine,whereare

you,Ithoughtyouaren'tworkingtoday?

GRACE:(thoughtfully)dontworryma!Wehadasmall

workerscelebrationbutumonmywaynow

MSWILLIAMSokmybaby,bye

Shesighedinreliefgettingundercover



BACKINTHECAR

HedrovesslowlyapproachingGrace'splaceand

parkedatthegatethenlookedintohereyes

MANDLA:(softly)thankyouforspendingtimewith

me,itwasnicebeingaroundyouandumreallysorry

aboutthatsmallincident,IpromiseI'llnevermake

themistakeoftakingyoutohauntedplacesagain

GRACE:(smiledlookinginhiseyes)well..umfeeling

alotbetternow,Imustadmititsnicebeingwithyou

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheygotlostin

eachother'seyes,Mandlamovedclosercaressing

herfacethenpulledherhairtotheback,,Grace

smiledasMandlaleanedoverforakissbutquickly

leanedbackashefeltagreatforceonhisback,he

calmlylookedathisfeettocheckifthetailhad

formedbutithadn'tthenlookedupatherface



clearinghisthroat

MANDLA:Ohhumsorryaboutthat

GRACE:(smiling)itsokay

MANDLA:okaygoodnight

GRACE:goodnight

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedoutsmilingfrom

eartoear..shecouldn'tunderstandhowshe

suddenlyfelt.

despitethehorribleincidentitwasreallynicebeing

aroundhimandheisactuallyalotsweet,waymuch

betterthanwhatIheard"shethought"

Sheespaceddreamworldwhenshealmosthitthe



doorthenopenedherbagreachingforthekeys,she

openedupandheadedstraighttoherroomcalling

outhermother

GRACE:umhomema,Goodnight.....

INTHECAR

Heangrilyspedoffclickinghistongueandmadea

turndrivingintothebushthenparkedafewmetres

awayfromthecaveandsteppedouthurryinginside

thedarkcave,hestoppedattheritualspondlooking

aroundbutforsomeweirdreasonitwasallquiet

andnotevenasinglesnakeemergedfromthe

pond,thewateralsoremainedstill,itwastooquiet

forhisliking

Hesighedandturnedmakinghiswaytothe

forbiddensideofthecavewherehiseyeslandedon

thefuriousgiantsnakestandingonitstailswinging

itshead...zumbaturnedaroundandfacedhimasit

keptonchangingcolours,thesnakethenstarted

hissingshakingitsheadasitswholebodyturned



black..heknewwhatthatmeant,heknewthatcan

onlymeanZumbaisangry...thenowallblacksnake

thenbentdownandsquirmedtowardshimbefore

releasingitshugetonguespittingvenomonhishand

whichquicklyturnedblackandlookedrotten,there

wasevenanawfulsmellashecoveredhisnosewith

theotherhand.thesnakethenraiseditsbody

lookinginhiseyesrollingeyesandMandlasawthe

furryinitseyesthentookhisclothesoffbefore

bowingdownbeforehim

Zumbacalmeddownafterseeinghimbowingdown

andthenmovedaroundhimlickinghiswholebody

toopenupthespiritwalls,theirspiritsmetinthe

spiritualworldandtheybegancommunicating........

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Miatossedandturnedstrugglingtofallasleepas

shecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutMandla,she

wonderedifheiswithherbutthensighedsadlyas

tearsformedinhereyes,sherubbedthemoffand



pulledthesheetsoffgettingoutofbedwalkingupto

thedressingtable,shereachingforherwedding

photoandbroughtitclosertoherface,sheslowly

movedherfingeronthephotosniffing

MIA:why...

Tearsescapedhereyesthensherubbedthemoff

withhereyesstillgluedtothephoto

MIA:Ithoughtmaybeyouwillstartlovingmeafter

gettingmarriedbutno!Nothinghaschanged,Igues

ithasalwaysbeenaboutyourreputationandwill

alwaysbe,itwasallaboutgettingthattickand

lookinglikearesponsiblefamilymaninyour

businessworld,itwasneveraboutmeorus.

Sheputthephotodownandrubbedhertearsoff

walkingtoherbed.shesatdownandgotherphone

dialingThembawithaprivatenumber...



THEMBA:(yawning)hello

Shequicklyhungupand.....

MIA:(relieved)umgladyouarefine,Ineedyoualive..,I

needyounowmorethanever

MEANWHILEATTHECAVE

MANDLA:(facechangedashelookedupat

Zumba)what??No,Icat,Ican'tdothat

Zumbaangrilyrolledhiseyeschangingcolours

shakinghisheadandspittingvenomasitfellon

Mandla'sface,hisfacequicklyturnedblackas

wormsswumaroundthealreadysmellypart..the

painonMandla'sfaceandhishandwas

uncontrollable,nomatterhowstronghetriedtobe,it

worsedthenhelostbalancefallingonhis



knees.Zumbalookedathimfeelinghispainthen

calmeddown,hebroughthisheadcloserthen

startedlickinghimconnectinghimtothespiritworld

againandtheywrappeduptheirconversationafter

agreeingtoafewchanges.Mandlalookedathim

noddinghisheadinagreementthenZumbaraised

hisbodydisconnectinghimashetriedstandingup

butfelldownbecauseoftheexcruciatingpain.he

grinnedandgatheredallhisstrengthtostandup

beforebowingdownToZumbathenturnedaround

walkingoutashiswholebodybecameextremely

hot,hepulledhisheavyhotandpainfulbodyoutof

theforbiddensideasthewormsstartedfallingoff

hisfaceandhand.afterwhatseemedlikeforeverhe

wasattheritualspond,helookeddownatthestill

waterthendippedhisfeetinsidebeforehiswhole

bodydisappearedinsidethewater..........................
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TWODAYSLATER....

theallgreensnakeemergedfromthepondwith

Mandlaseatedonthehead,itlowereditsheadas

Mandlasteppedoutandrubbedhiseyeswipinghis

faceaswaterdrippedfromhisbody,helookedathis

backtonormalheadandtouchedhisface

smiling..hewalkedafewfeetawayfromtherituals

pondasanotherallblacksnakesaysquirmed

towardshimcarryinghisclothesonthehead,it

lowereditsbodyashegrabbedtheclothesand

starteddressingupandallthemanycolourfullarge

andsmallsnakesslippedfromthepondsquirming

towardshimandbowedtheirheadsinrespect..he

smiledatthembeforewalkingoutasthelightrays



fellonhisfaceandhemovedhishandcoveringhis

eyescreatingshadethenopenedthecardoor

hoppingin,hereachedfortherearviewmirrorand

smiledlookingathisevenmoreflawlessfacebefore

drivingoff.........

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Heopenedthedoorwalkinginand..

MANDLA:(smiling)goodmorningMsWilliams

Miawalkedoutofthekitcheninhersleepwear

holdingacupofcofeeasmandlaquietlywalked

pasther...

MsWilliamscouldn'thelpbutnoticetheawkward

momentandwalkedtoMia..

MSWILLIAMS:Miade-.....(Miainterrupted)



MIA:(snappedraisingherhands).saveit!Idon'twant

tohearit.

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedtoherbedroom

thensheputthecupdownstaringathim

MIA:wherewereyouforthepasttwodaysMandla

MANDLA:(straightface)asknoquestionsandhear

nolies

Hegrabbedthetowelandwalkedoutslammingthe

door

Sheangrilyscreamedonherhandsthengrabbedher

phonedialingsomeone

THEMBA:(yawning)hello



MIA:wehavetomeet

THEMBA:what?

MIA:yes!intwohours,sameplace

Shehungupandwalkedtotheloungepassingtime

sothatMandlaleavesbeforeher,,meanwhile

Thembalaughedindisbeliefstaringathisphoneas

hetriedtorememberwhathappenedontheirlast

meeting,asmuchasnothingpoppedinhismindhe

couldn'tstopfeelingthatsomethingbesidetheparty

conversationwentdownsohegotupandstarted

gettingreadytomeetherhopingshewilllethimin

onthemissingpieces.

ATTHEOFFICE



Heclosedhislaptopsighingthentookhisphone

dialingher...

GRACE:hey

MANDLA:hey,howhaveyoubeen?

GRACE:Ihavebeenokay,you'vebeenawfullyquiet,I

actuallythoughtyouwillcalltheotherday,justo

checkuponme

MANDLA:umsorryIshouldhavedonethatbutwork

keptmealotbusythispasttwodays

GRACE:ohok

MANDLA:yesumsorry,Ishouldhavecheckedupon

youconsideringthefactthatourlastmeetingdidn't



endwell

GRACE:yeahhey,butatleastIhavebeenokay,the

firstnightwasn'tthatgoodbecauseIwashaving

nightmaresbutsurprisinglyIsleptlikeababythe

secondnight,I'vebeenallgoodsincethen,the

incidentneverevencrossesmymind

MANDLA:(smiling)ohhthatsgreat,umhappytohear

that,Iwasreallyworriedaboutyou

GRACE:okay,whataboutyou?

MANDLA(confused)huh?

GRACE:areyoufine,nonightmareswhatsoever

MANDLA:ohhno,umfineaswell,Iguessus



decidingtonottellasoulaboutithelped.

GRACE:yeahitdid

MANDLA:(cseelearedhisthroatandlaughed)

enoughaboutthat,,Iwouldliketoseeyouagain

GRACE:(smiled)

MANDLA:pleasedon'tsayno,noscaryplacesthis

timearound

GRACE:(bitherlowerlipsmiling)well

MANDLA:(laughing)pleasepleasedon'tsayno,I

swearumliterallyonmykneesrightnow

GRACE:(laughed)IjustmightsaynobecauseIknow



yournotonyourknees

MANDLA:(laughed)okay,yougotmebutpleasesay

yes

GRACE:(smiling)ohhwell,Iwouldalsoliketoseeyou

again

MANDLA:thankyou,sohowbouttomorrow?

GRACE:alrighttomorrowthen

MANDLA:Ransoms

GRACE:okaybye

Hehungupsmiling.....



ATKG'SHOUSE

Hisphonerang

VOICE:goodmorningsir,wearecallingtoremind

youabouttheremainingbalance

KG:okaythankyou,I'lltransferthemoneytoday

VOICE:thankyousir,haveagoodday

KG:bye

Hehungandsighedasshelookedathimworried

HER:what'swrong?



KG:weshouldimplementtheplannow,umrunning

outoftime,thingsaren'tlookinggoodandsoonI'llbe

drowningindebts

HER:(satonhislap)okay,tellmewhatt-.....(his

phoneranginterruptingher)

KG:hello

VOICE:imcallingfromtheorphanage,sir.wehaven't

receivedthismonth'sfooddelivery,thechildrenare

starving,wewererelyingonyourofferandno-...

KG:dontworrymam,theremustbeamistake

somewhere,Iwillcallmymentodeliverthegrocery

today

VOICE:ohhthankyousir,MayGodblessyou



Hehungupandscratchedhisheadfrustratinglyas

sheshelookedathimwithsorryeyes

KG:thatwastheorphanage,Ihavetodeliverthe

monthlygrocerydonation,itssomethingIhavebeen

doingforthepastfewyearsbutnowIdonthave

money

HER:atleastitssomethingyoudidoutofthe

goodnessofyourheartsonowyoucansimplytell

themthatyoucantcontinuedonatingtotheir

orphanage

KG:(snapped)youdontgetitdoyou??Itsvery

importantformetodeliverthatdamngrocery

becauseithelpsbuildmyreputation,peoplerespect

andpraisemebecauseofthat,,nottomentionhowI

gotthemallinthepalmofmyhand,theyallthinkum

thisgoodguyandthathasalwayskeptthecopsoff



mydamntail!!!

HER:(gotuplookingathimwithconfusion)whatdo

youmean???

KG:(regretting)ohhI'msorry,imjustlosingitandnow

umsayingthingsthatdontevenmakesense.

HER:(straightface)hellno!youalreadygaveme

somethingtothinkabout,Iwillnotbepartofthisif

youaren'tgoingtobeentirelyhonestwithme,,Iam

notstupidsodontyoudaretakemeforafoolokay?

Allthisblackwalls,blackfurniture,clothesandnow

thecops,actuallyeverythingyoujussaidisenough

formetocompletethepuzzle.Sonowwhatsit

goingtobe,areyougoingtokeeponlyingtomyface

oryouwillspillthebeans?

KG:ummm



HER:sayonemorelieandthenkissmegoodbye,I

wonthelpyou

KG:(softly)okay,yougotme,myfrustrationmademe

letyouinontoomuchandnowthereisnoturning

backbecauseIreallyneedyourhelpsoletsgothis

thisway,IhavetoshowyousomethingfirstbeforeI

startexplaining

Heheldherhandandtheywalkedintothedark

passagethen

HER:switchonthelights

Heswitchedthemonandtheyquietlywalkedalong

thepassageandstoppedastheyapproachedan

enclosedwall,shelookedupathimconfusedbefore

thewallslowlyopenedupafterhewavedhishand

HER:(lookingathim)ohhwow!!



Shemovedherfacewalkinginsidebuthereyes

widened......................

ATSPUR

Miaimpatientlywaitedandcheckedherwristwatch

beforemovinghereyesandsawThembaatthe

entrance,hetookoffhisshadesandlookedaround

asalltheladiesstartedwhisperingadmiringhishot

self.heapproachedMia'stableandsatdownsighing

THEMBA:whatthehellamIdoinghereMiaandtell

meaboutwhathappenedtheotherdaybecausein

asmuchasIdon'trememberalot,Icanfeelthat

someweirdshithappened

Miacalmlyhandedhimherphone



MIA:here

THEMBA:(laughedindisbelief)whatthehell??this

cantbetrue,nofreakingways!!

MIA:yesThembawefuckedandyoucouldn'tstop

screamingmyname,butthatsnotwhyumhere

THEMBA:(confused)butwhycantIremember

anything?

MIA:(tookthephoneback)umsendingthemto

Mandlanow

Thembajumpedoffthechairalmostbreakingthe

glassandheldherhandsthenshesmiled

MIA:nowthat'smorelikeit,nowthisisiswhatyou



havetodoifyoudontwantthisphotogettinginthe

wronghands,tellmeeverythingaboutMandla,dont

leaveanythingout,especiallythingsIcanuse

againsthim

THEMBA:(stoodup)Ican'tdothis

Miacalmlypulledhimdownsmiling

MIA:wohrelaxcowboy,calmdown,therereallyisno

needtogetallworkedup,besidesthereisno

escapingthisoneunlessyouwantmetopresssend

THEMBA:(satdownfrustrated)ohkwhatdoyou

wanttoknow

MIA:(wickedsmile)goodboy,,nowonemore

thing,"thewaitress"Ineedyoutohelpmeeliminate

hercompletely



Thembalookedupatherashiseyeswidened

and..............
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Thembalookedlookedatherashiseyeswidened

thenhesarcasticallylaughedandslowlystopped

lookingatherseriousfae

THEMBA:what??Areyoubeingseriousright

now,thatwasajokeright??

MIA:(straightface)doIlooklikeumjoking?



THEMBA:(laughedindisbelief)wecantkillher,I

meanIcan't,notinamillionyears,Mandlaseemed

reallytooclosewiththtgirl,hereallylikesher

becauseI'veneverseenhimthatcomfortable

aroundanygirlbefore,sokillingherwouldonlyget

usintroubleashewilldiguntilhegetstothetruth

andbelieveyoume,hewontspareus.

MIA:(sighed)okay,maybekillingherisnotagood

ideabutstill,weshouldfindawayofseparating

themforgood,nowtellmewhatIwanttoknow

THEMBA:okay,foryourowninformation,Mandlaisn't

thecoolguyyoualwayssee,hecanberuthlessand

wouldn'tthinktwiceaboutblowingyourbrainsoffif

hefoundoutaboutanyofthis,letalonesuspect

anything.

MIA:(rollinghereyes)bluhbluh...sparemeallthat

crapandspillthebeans



THEMBA:okayMDisinvolvedinhumantrafficking,I

amhisrighthandman,whatwedoisgetgirlsfrom

Botswanathenexchangethemformoneywiththe

Indiansandwerecentlyincreasedourterritoryto

Thailand.OnlyGodknowswhathappenstothose

girlsoncetheycrosstheborder.Andwewere

supposedtomakethedeliverysincelastweekbut

wecouldn'tbecausehehasbeenbusylately.now

thatsall

MIA:(shocked)what?Imeanwhowould'vethought

themightyMDisahumantrafficker?

Wow!!

THEMBA:(staring)whatsnext?

MIA:nowthisistoomuchtotakein,ImeanyesI

wasexpectingsomethingdirtybutnotthishuge

darksecrets..Ialwaysknewheisabusinessman



becauseitwasalwaysofficethisofficethatbutthis!!

THEMBA:(smiling)umgladyouseehowdeepthis

is,,illbemorethanhappytopullout

MIA:(thoughtfully)what?No,nooneispullingout

fromthis,,Ijustneedaproperplan,ljusneedmore

timetoprocesseverythingandtakeitfromthere...

THEMBA:(sighed)thisisunbelievable,

MIA:nowthisiswhatwearegoingtodonow,,you

aregonnaleaveandgohome,I'llthinkaboutthenext

perfectmoveandcallyou

Thembaquicklystoodupwithoutsayingawordas

Miashookherheadindisbelief,whatsheheardwas

stilltoohardtobelieveandsoundedtoodeep....



MIA:(inhermind)IcantbelieveIgotmarriedtothis

monsterandworse,Ican'tstoplovinghimevenafter

comingtothisshockingrealisation..

Shegrabbedherbagandstormedout.......

ATKG'SHOUSE

Hereyespoppedoutasshewalkedaroundlooking

atthebigcagegunslyingaround

KG:nowthatwearehere,umsureyougetthebigger

picture

HER:(shocked)what?What'sgoingon?

KG:(straightface)thisisit,Iusedtabductgirlsand

puttheminthatcagewhilewaitingfortheexchange



totakeplace,theroomissoundproofsoevenifthy

screamednoonewouldhearthem

HER:what?

KG:yes,wegotgirlsfromhereandsoldthemabroad

HER:whatabouttheguns?

KG:well,,weonlyusethemiftheygiveustroubleor

trytocallunnecessaryattention

HER:(shaking)soyoukillthemiftheydothat?

KG:(serious)unfortunatelyyes

HER:(gettingmorefrightened)ohhwow,whatdidI

getmyselfinto?



KG:(laughed)relax,youarepracticallymygirlfriend

nowsoIwouldn'thurtyou

HER:butitstilldoesn'tmakeanyofthisright,um

sorrybutIneedtimetoprocessallthis,Ineedto

thinkaboutwhetherIstillwanttobepartofthis

KG'Sfacechangedashewalkedclosertoherher

andcaressedherchin

KG:Ibelieveyouwontdoorsayanythingstupid

whilestillprocessingthis

HER:umokay,lemmegogetmythingsandgotmy

house,Iwillseeyou

Heplantedasoftkissonherforeheadandletgoof

herchinthenshestormedoutashewalkedoutand



thedoorclosedbehindhim

Meanwhileatthoffice

MandlatookhisphoneanddialedThemba

THEMBA:(down)hey

MANDLA:(surprised)whatthehelldude?whyareyou

sodown,ormaybeyoudidn'tgetlaidlastnight?

THEMBA:(relieved)yohman,Iwassleepingwhatsup?

MANDLA:butstillbruh,that'snottheenergyumused

to,whereismyhypeman?

THEMBA:(laughed)fuckyoudude



MANDLA:(laughed)nowthatrightthereiswhatum

talkingaboutbutanywayIknowIwentMIAonyou

sincethelastmeeting,,I'vejustbeentoobusy

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)ohhIseedude,,thethick

mommakeptyoubusy

MANDLA:(brieflysmiled)mann!!IthinkIlovethat

damnwaitress,Idon'tknowhowshithappenedbut

umsohooked

THEMBA:(guiltstricken)ohhman,thisisso

unbelievable,themightyMDisinlove,shitsounds

weirdbruh

MANDLA:(laughed)youcansaythatagain

THEMBA:butwhataboutMia?Ithinkshereallyloves



you

MANDLA:ohhdontstart,Miaknowswhywegot

married,itwasneveraboutloveandsheknows,she

cantstarttrippingnow,besidesI.dontthinkshe

knowsaboutGrace

THEMBA:(swallowedhard)okay

MANDLA:yeahmanbutbacktobusinessnow,so

thatwhitemanfromThailandcalledandhewants

tengirlsintwodays

THEMBA:great,I'llstartWorkingonit

MANDLA:alright,plustheIndiansorder,wewere

supposedtodelivertengirlsandIsaidmakeit

elevenright?



THEMBA:yes

MANDLA:ummchangeofplans,nowIneedyouto

makethem15

THEMBA:(confused)what?Ithoughttheinitialdealis

ten

MANDLA:(serious)Ineedfivemoreformyself

THEMBA:okay,I.Willgettoit,sothatmeansIneedto

gettwentyfivesgirlsfortheIndiansandthatwhite

man

MANDLA:correct

THEMBA:consideritdone,illstartcallingmyboysto

goouthunting



MANDLA:alrightsure

Hehungupandgrabbedhisblazerandcarkeys

walkingout...

ATMANDLA'SHOME

HeopenedthedoorandwalkedinsmilingatMs

Williams

MANDLA:hellomeWiihowwasyourday?

MSWILLIAMS:(surprised)itwasgoodsir

MANDLA:(smiling)grea

Hewalkedouttothebedroomandopenedthedoor

beforeputtingdownhisblazerstaringatMialying



down

MANDLA:hey

MIA:heybabe,howwasyourday?

MANDLA:good

Hesaidthatashegrabbedtheshowertoweland

walkedout

Miaclickedhertongueandtiptoedclosingthedoor

behindhimanddialedThemba......

ATKG'SHOUSE

therewasaknockatthedoorandheopenedashis

facefellonherprettyface



KG:hey,Ithoughtyouneededsometimeawayto

thinkormaybeyouforgotsomething

HER:(lookedupathisfacesmiling)wellIchanged

mymind,Icouldn'tleaveyouallalone,Iknowitall

startedoffasjustsexbutIhavefallenforyou,Ilove

youandIwishIdidn'tbutIreallydosoyesIwillhelp

youtakethismandown

KG:(smiledhappily)whatareyouserious?

HER:(nodded)

Hepulledherintohisarmsandhuggedhertight

thenliftedhertinyselfupgettinginsideashe

plantedhislipsonhers,hegentlylaidheronthe

couchandcaressedherfaceleaninginforakiss

thenmovedhishandstoherboobssqeezingthem

thn..@$&#.....



MeanwhileThembasighedandpickedupthephone

THEMBA:hey

MIA:IhavehadenoughtimetothinkandIthinkwe

shouldmakesurethatstupidwaitressgoesto

Thailand

THEMBA:huh?

MIA:yesThemba,makesuresheisoneofthegirls

whowillbesoldtotheThailandclient.

THEMBA:buthowwillIevengettodothatwhenMD

isalwaysthereduringeveryexchange

MIA:(snapped)dammitThembathinkokay,findaway

todistracthimormakehimmisstheexchangeif



possible..

Theirbedroomdooropenedthen.......

#

#

#
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Thedooropenedandshequicklyhungup

MANDLA:hey,IthoughtIhadyoutalking

MIA:ohhyeah,wasonacallwithDudujustbefore

youwalkedin



MANDLA:okay,goodnight

Hegotundercoverandfacedtheotherwaylaying

down.

THENEXTDAY

Mandladidthefinishingtouchesonhisface

standinginfrontofthemirrorthenthoughtfullytook

outhisphonetextingashewalkedout

Typing.......

MANDLA:morningsleepyhead

GRACE:whosaidumsleeping,umactuallyaboutto

leaveforwork



MANDLA:ohhnice,umabouttoleaveaswell,canI

passbyyouandgiveyouaride?

GRACE:buttheRansomshotelisabitfarfromyour

workplace,youwillbelate.

MANDLA:umthebossremember?

GRACE:(laughingemoji)whateverboss!!umwaiting

foryou

MANDLA:alrightcoming

Fewminuteslaterhepackedinfrontoftheir

gate,Miaturnedlookedaroundtocheckifher

motherwaswatchingthenquicklyhoppedinandhe

droveoff..



GRACE:thankyou

MANDLA:dontmentionit,howwasyournight

GRACE:justokay,yours?

MANDLA:(smiling)wellitwasjustokayandumso

lookingforwardtolater

GRACE:(laughed)nofunnythingsthistimearound

please

MANDLA:(crossedhisfingers)Ipromise

GRACE:okay,youcandropmeoffhere



MANDLA:alrighthaveagoodday

GRACE:thanks,youtoo

Sheclosedthethedoorandwalkedinsideashe

droveoff...

ATTHEOFFICE

Mandlawalkedinandpulledthechairtakingasit

thenhisPersonalassistantknocked

MANDLA:comein

PA:goodmorningsir,umheretoremindyouabout

yourmeetingtomorrowattwelveandanotheroneat

4



MANDLA:ohhthankyou,'icompletelyforgotabout

them

PA:(scrollingthetab)ohhanddon'tforgetaboutthe

MathewsEmpireclient'sappreciationpartycoming

upnextweek

MANDLA:alrightthankyouNaina

Shesmiledandcatwalkedherpetitebodyoutas

Mandlagothislaptoppreparingforthemeetings.

MeanwhileThembapassedbythereceptionheading

tohisofficethenopenedthedoor

THEMBA:yohMan'D

MANDLA:(lookedupathim)brothermans,Ihopeyou



havesomegoodnews

THEMBA:yeah,thegoodnewsismyboysgotthe

girls.

MANDLA:ohhgreat,thatwasquick,itthoughtthey

wouldsaytwodaysistoomuchofshortnoticebut

welldone

THEMBA:yeah

MANDLA:sodidyoufinalizetheexchangetimeswith

thebuyers

THEMBA:umm....aboutthat,wehaveabitofa

problembecausebothmenwanttheexchangeto

takeplacetomorrowatmidnight



MANDLA:damn!Thatssomefuckedupshit,cantyou

trytochangethetimesforthatThailandguysince

heisnew?

THEMBA:Itriedreasoningwithhimbutheisnot

willingtomakeanychanges

MANDLA:(sighed)nowthismeansI'llhavetomiss

oneoftheexchanges

THEMBA:well,Iwasthinkingwecanmaybedivide

ourselvesbetweenthetwo

MANDLA:wellthatsokay,besidesItrustyou

THEMBA:(guiltstricken)okay,soIwasthinkingthat

sincetheIndiansdeliveryistenplusthosefive

girls,youcanhandlethemsoyoumanagetogetyour

girlsandIwilldealwiththatwhiteThailandguy.



MANDLA:(sighed)okay,butpleasegetsomeofyour

boysonmysidetohelp

THEMBA:alrightsorted,letmegoworkonit

MANDLA:sureman

Hewalkedoutclosingthedoorbehindhimand

heavedahugesighpressinghisphonepassingby

reception

MIA:hey

THEMBA:ImanagedtomakehimmisstheThailand

exchangesonowhowdowegetGrace?

MIA:ohhperfect,nowletmethinkaboutthenext



move,butweshouldgethertomorrowatwork

beforesheknocksoff

THEMBA:okbye

LATERTHATDAY

Graceknockedoffthenwalkedoutpressingher

phone

MANDLA:ohhhey,whatasurprise

GRACE:hey,Ijusknockedoffandonmywayhome

nowtogetready,letsmakeitabitearlybecauseI

wanttogetbackhomeearlyandhaveenoughrest

MANDLA:okay,umleavingtheofficeaswell,canI

pickyouuplater?



GRACE:(laughed)sotodayyouarenotgoingtosend

thatfinemasseratitodothepicking?

MANDLA:(laughed:ohhcomeon,thatwasjustthe

goodfirstimpressions,showingoffhowmuchofa

gentlemanIam,butnowIwanttocomepickyouup

thistime

GRACE:(laughed)okayseeyouthen,bye

MeanwhileMiawalkedintheRansomsasGrace

walkedout,shelookedatherwithawickedsmile

beforeturningaroundmakinghertothecounter,she

pulledachairandsatdownlookingaroundthen

wavedherhandandawaiterwalkeduptoher

WAITER:helloman,whatwouldyouliketohave



MIA:(smiledseductively)well,Iwantyou,Iwouldlike

tohaveyou

Hekeptquietlookingatherprettyfaceandsmiled

shyly

wasshehittingonme,no,nosheisjusttooprettyfor

me"hethought"

WAITER:ohhwow!I....what?

Miamovedcloserashewasstilltonguetied and

openedherbagbringingitclosertoherfaceasthe

moneybundlesinsidelefthimspeechless

MIA:thiscouldbeallyoursifyouwant

WAITER:(leanedover)areyouseriousmam?



MIA:yes,butyouhavetodosomethingformefirst

Hemovedbackandturnedtryingtowalkawaybut

thenMiapulledhisarm

WAITER:umnotgoingtokillanyone,Iknowwhere

thisisgoing,umsorryIcan't

MIA:(softly)wait,youdonthavetokillanyone,noone

isgoingtodiehere,Ijustneedyoutohelpmemake

someonefallintoadeepsleep,itwillonlytakeabout

5hoursbeforeshewakesup.

WAITER:okay

MIA:thankyou,nowtakethispowderandmakesure

tomorrowataround6pmyouspikeGrace'sdrink,I

dontknowhowyouaregoingtodoitbutyouhaveto

findawayofdoingitbeforeyouknockoffthenIwill



takeitfromthere.

HiseyeswidenedasheheardGrace'sname

WAITER:butmam,whatifsomethinghappensto

her,Graceisagoodperson

MIA:relax,Iknowsheisagoodpersonandweare

oldfriendsIjuswanttoshowhersomethingand

surpriseherthatswhyIneedhertofallasleep,don't

worryiwontharmher

WAITER:(reluctantly)okaymam,Iwilldoit

Miasmiledlookingathimandtookoutonebundle

handingitover..

MIA:nowtakethis,finishupthejobandallthiswill



beyours,I'mcountingonyou

Sheturnedaroundwalkingawaybutstopped

halfwayandwalkedbacktakingoutherphone

MIA:Iforgottotakeyournumber

WAITER:72.......'

MIA:alright,keepintouch,remember6PM

tomorrow,bye

Sheturnedandwalkedawayashelookedatthe

manytwohundredpula'sinhishandsmiling....

ATGRACE'SHOUSE

shewalkedouttothegateandfoundMandla'scar



alreadyparkedandhoppedinasMandlalookedat

heradmirablythenleanedoverplantinghissoftlips

onhersthen

MANDLA:youlookbeautiful

GRACE:(smiled)thankyou

MANDLA:IreallylikeyouGrace,Iwanttobewith

you,ImeanIwantustobetogetherbecauseyou

makemehappy

GRACE(lookeddown)Ialsoreallylikeyoualot,I.dont

knowhowithappenedbutoneminuteItoldmyself

thatwearejusfriendsbutthenthenextminute

everythinghadchanged,Ifeltdifferent

MANDLA:what?Ihopeyouaren'tpullingmyleg,,I

swearumthehappiestmanonearthrightnow,that



wasmusictomyeyes,ohhwow,thankyousomuch

Heheldherhandsstaringinhereyesastheyboth

smiledfromeartoear

MANDLA:IpromisetoloveandprotectyouwithallI

have

GRACE:(clearedherthroat)okayletsgetgoing

beforemymumseesus

Hedroveoffastheyplayedsoftmusic

Thirtyminuteslater....

Theywalkedintotherestaurantholdinghands

makingtheirwaytoafreetableandsatdown,they

orderedtheirmealsandstartedeatingand

chatting.....



Anhourlater....

GRACE:(lookedatherwristwatch)itslatenow,I

shouldgetgoingbeforemymotherstartsgetting

worried

MANDLA:yeah,letmetakeyoubackhome

TheywalkedoutasMandlaheldherwaisttickling

herassheburstoutlaughing......

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

miadialedThembaand...

MIA:hello

THEMBA:yes



MIA:ItalkedtosomeguywhoworkswithGraceand

heagreedtospikeherdrinksothatshefallsintoa

deepsleep,,iltexthimfromhereremindinghimto

walktotheparkinglotafterspikingitbecausethat

powderworksreallyfast,soallyouhavetodoistake

itfromthere

THEMBA:what?Youbroughtinathirdparty,whatif

hestartstalking,wecan'ttrusthim

MIA:relax!hewontsayanything,justmakesureyou

arethereat6PM

THEMBA:(reluctantly)okaybye....

ATGRACE'SHOUSE

Heparkedatthegateandlookedinhereyessmiling



caressingherfacethenleanedoverforakiss...

HewassohappythatatleastZumbahaveaccepted

Graceallhehadtodowasdeliverthesacrificesthen

gethishappilyeverafter

GRACE:(clearedherthroat)goodnight

MANDLA:Iloveyou,takecare

GRACE:(brieflysmiled)Iloveyoutoo

SheopenedandwalkedinasMandlaturnedthesoft

musiconanddroveoff.....

#
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THENEXTDAY

Hetookthelastbiteandpushedtheplateawayas

hestoodupandwalkedtotheirbedroomwherehe

grabbedhisbagheadingout

MANDLA:bye

MIA:byebabe

HeclosedthedoorbehindhimthenMiaquicklygot

herphoneanddialedthewaiter...



HIM:hello

MIA:heyitsthepowderlady,youdidn'ttellmeyour

name

HIM:George,mynameisGeorge

MIA:okayGeorgewearestillonright?

HIM:yesmam,Ihopeyoureallywonthurther

MIA:relaxGeorge,Iwont

HIM:okay,bye

MIA:alright,callmehereincasesomethinggoes

wrongokay



HIM:okay

ShehungupandimmediatelydialedThemba

THEMBA:hello

MIA:yesit'syourworstnightmarehere,imnotvery

happywithyourightnowbecauseyouhaven'tcalled

togivemeanupdate

THEMBA:(sighed)Ihave9girlsandwilldoexactly

whatyousaid,I'llbeattheparkinglotatexactly6PM

MIA:excellent

THEMBA:sohowlongwillshebeasleep?



MIA:5hours

THEMBA:thatmeansshewillbeupbeforemidnight

butIcan'triskrevealingmyidentitytoherbecause

shehasseenmewithMandlabefore

MIA:relax,youwillcomegetamaybetwoorone

hourdrugfromme

THEMBA:okay

MIA:alrightbye

Shehungupandpulledasmirk

ATTHERANSOMSHOTEL

Gracewalkedinandshotstraighttothechanging

roomgettingherworkgearasGeorgewalkedover



GEORGE:heyGrace

GRACE:(smiling)hiGeorge,howareyou

GEORGE:umm...umnotgoodactually,Ineed

someonetotalktobecauseIneedadviceon

something

GRACE:ohhwhatisit?

GEORGE:ummcanwetalkaboutitafterwork

GRACE:(thoughtfully)butwhyareyoutellingme,I

meanwearenotevencloseandwehardlytalk

GEORGE:(panicked)ummm....Ijust,wellyeswehardly

talkbutthatdoesn'tmeanIdon'tseethegoodinyou



andIknowyouareachurchgirlsoIneedachurch

relatedadvice

GRACE:ohhowkIunderstand

GEORGE:thankyou,canwemaybemeetafter

knockingoffandtalkaboutitoveradrink?

GRACE:okay,seeyouthen

ShewalkedawayasGeorgeopenedthedrawer

gettinghisbag.....

ATKG'SHOUSE

Shequietlystoodbythewindowenjoyingthe

outsideviewasKGtiptoedoverandshookher,she

gaspedandturnedaroundrunningafterhimashe

stoppedandgrabbedherhandswithonehandthen

tickledherasshestartedlaughinghard,heletgoof



herhandsthensheranafterhimandmissedastep

thentrippedandfellashewalkedoverextendinghis

handandhelpedherup,shereachedforthecushion

onthecouchandthrewitonhisfaceasheducked

andgrabbedherhandthentheyfellonthecouch

laughing...

HER:(breathingheavily)youarejustluckyIfell

KG:(laughed)youlost

HER:(rolledhereyes)whatever

Hegothisphoneandbrowsedthroughthena

certainpostgothisattentionandhesmiledshowing

her

KG:lookwhatIbumpedinto?



HER:ohhwowMatthewsEmpireclientsappreciation

party

KG:(lookedather)areyouthinkingwhatumthinking

HER:(laughed)yes,perfecttimetohit

KG:exactly,soallyou'dhavetodonowismake

appearancesatthedamnparty,getMandla's

attentionandthengameover!!

HER:ohhyesbabe,,soI'llusethiswholeweekto

thinkoftheperfectapproachsinceitsnextweek

KG:okaybutIthinkwemighthavealittleproblem,im

assumingtheyknowmostoftheirclientsbutifnot

thenmaybetherewillprovidethemwithentrance

ticketstoavoidgatecrushers



HER:ohhyouareright,whatdowedonow?

KG:that'seasy,IwillaskmyrighthandmanSKto

lookintoitandifthereareticketshewillgetyouone

andthenagainiftheyhappentobefullyawareof

whotheirclientsarewewillthenhavetolookatthe

clientslistthenofferoneofthemagoodamountof

moneythenyoumanagetogoashisdate,howis

that?

HER:(thoughtfully)Ibelievealmostalltheirclients

arerichpeoplesotryingtobribethemwithmoneyis

abadidea

KG:damn!Youarerightsoumm.....maybewecan

takeoneoftheclientsthendighisdirtypastanduse

itagainsthim,thatwayhewillhavenochoicemake

youhisdatetotheparty

HER:brilliant



KG:ohhyes,,MandlaMathewssurewontseethis

onecoming

Shesmiledlookingathishappyface...

ATTHEMBA'SPLACE

Heheardaknockatthedoorthenwalkedoverand

opened

THEMBA:yohMan'D

MANDLA:heyTH

Theysatdownandconversed



MANDLA:soabouttheexchange

THEMBA:(panicked)huh??

MANDLA:howamIgoingtopullthisoutbecause

umusedtocomingatthelastminutetoseethegirls

andfinalisetheexchange

THEMBA:(relieved)ohhthat,,noitseasy,youdon't

havetodoanythingreallybecauseI'llgetoneofmy

boystodrivefromthewarehouseandparkatthe

usualspot,youwillfindhimtherethentakeover

MANDLA:pheewokay,soundsgood

Themba'sphonerangonthetableandhejumped

lookingatthecalleridentityasMiawascalling,he

gotthephoneandhungupthenquicklychangedthe

contactnamefromMiato"mom"beforeputtingit



back.

MANDLA:(surprised)aren'tyougoingtotakethat

THEMBA:ummno,itsmymom,shehasbeencalling

mealldaybecauseshewantsmoremoney,ilsort

heroutaftertheexchangesinceI'llbeloaded

KG:okay

Hisphonebeepedasamessagereportedthenhe

gotitandread

MOM:itsalmosttimeThemba,Ihopeyouareready

HeputitdownandwentbacktoMandla

THEMBA:Ishouldgetreadytogocheckoutthe



warehouse

MANDLA:sureman,letmenotkeepyou

HewalkedoutasThembagrabbedhiscarkeys

headingoutaswell

MEANWHILEATTHERANSOMSHOTEL

GracewalkedovertoGeorgeholdingherbag

GRACE:heyGeorge,umknockingoff,letstalkIneed

togethomeearlytoday

GEORGE:ohhletssitoverthere,I'llgetussome

drinks

GRACE:okay



Hewalkedtothecounterandpouredjuiceandtwo

glassesthenplacedthemonaglassholderand

quicklylookedaroundtocheckifanyonewas

watching,helandedonGracewhowasbusyonher

phoneandeveryonewasmindingtheirown

business,sincethecoastwasclearhequicklytook

outthepowderandemptiedthewholesachetinher

drinkandslightlyshookitandwalkedoverhandingit

toGrace

GRACE:(sipped)thankyou

GEORGE:ummm....yes..Iwassaying..

HejumpedoffthechairlookingatGraceand

GEORGE:ohhflip,Iforgotmybagatthechanging

room,letmedashthatsideandgetitthenwetalk



GRACE:okay,makeitsnappy

HewalkedawayasGracecontinueddrinkingthe

juiceandemptiedtheglass..MeanwhileGeorge

walkedbacktotheirtableandnoticedthepowder

hadalreadystartedworking,Gracewassweatingand

talkingalot

GEORGE:(calmly)letmetakeyouhome

GRACE:(laughed)whatNoGeorge,letstalkabout

thatlittleproblemyouhave,madamGraceherewill

dohermagicandsortitout

Hepulledheroffthechairlookingaroundandgot

herbagastheywalkedouttotheparkinglot.

GRACE:OhmyGod,Iamsohappyrightnow,George



ShecontinuedtalkingandlaughedasGeorge

nervouslylookedaroundforMia,hereyesslowly

closedandshefellintohisarmsasaMercedes

Benzparkednexttohimanddimmedlights,within

theblinkofaneyeThembaopenedthedoorand

quicklypulledheroffhisarmsliftingherandthrew

herinsidehiscarbeforedrivingoff...

Georgestoodthereallpuzzledthensnappedoutof

itheavingahugesighandsadlywalkedaway.........

#
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ATMIDNIGHT

Thembaslowlydrovetowardstheagreedspotwith

dimmedlightsandparkedthetruckhoppingoutas

heslammedthedoor,hepulledhishoodieonthe

headandmetthewhitemanhalfwaythen

handshaked.

ALLEX:hellosir

THEMBA:Allex,,howareyousir

ALLEX:good,letsgettobusinessman

THEMBA:okayletsgoovertheresothatyoucan

takealookatthefreshmeatandseeifyouare

impressed



Theywalkedbacktothetruckasheopenedthedoor

andreachedforhisbackpocketandtookoutatorch

thenswitcheditonlightingtheirtearyfaces,he

movedthetorcharoundasAllexcarefullyscanned

themthenhiseyesfellonthesleepingGrace,his

facialexpressionchangedasheturnedlookingat

Thembawaitingforanexplanation..

THEMBA:(clearedhisthroat)ohh...that,shewasjust

beingabitdifficultsoIhadtogiveherashotto

makeherfallasleepotherwiseshewould'vecalled

unnecessaryattention

ALLEX:(relaxed)ohhthatsunderstandable,butI

mustsayIlikewhatIsee,,myprevioussupplieronly

deliveredgrownwomenmaybethatswhymy

businesswasslowbackinThailandsoI'lloffermy

clientsthisfreshmeatnowandseehowthey

respond,umhopingtheywilllikeitbecauseIdo..

THEMBA:ohhbelievemetheywill,weallwantfresh



innocentsoulsthisdays.

ALLEX:Okletmecalloneofmymantomovethem

intoourtruck

Helookedbackandsignaledoneofthemtowalk

over.

MEN1:boss??

ALLEX:movethem,youwillliftthesleepyoneandput

herintoourtruck,donthurther,weneedheraliveself

MEN1:okayboss

HewalkedovertoThemba'struckandtookouthis

guninstructingthemtomoveintotheother

truck,theyfearfullymovedleavingGracebehindthen



hejumpedinandcarriedheronhisarmsbefore

jumpingoffandwalkedtotheirtruckasherhands

andheadsaggedthenHecarefullyletgoofheras

herbodysliddown,helookedaroundinthetruckand

foundanoldblanket,hegotitandstretcheditbefore

rollingGraceontoittokeepherwarmthenjumped

offgoingbacktohisbosswhotheninstructedhim

toget6briefcasesofmoneyfromhiscar.

MEN1:(putthebriefcasesdown)

Thembasquattedlightinghistorchandopenedthe

briefcasescheckingifthemoneywasindeedthere

thenhestoodupstretchinghishandfora

handshake.

THEMBA:(smiling)itwasnicedoingbusinesswith

yousir

ALLEX:okaythankyousir.



TheybothturnedtotheircarsasMandlapackedthe

briefcasesinthetruck,Allexgottohiscarand

signaledhismentogetgoingandtheyallwentinto

thetruckanddroveofftocrosstheborder..............

Meanwhileattheusualspot

MandlawalkedovertotheirregularcustomerSingh

andtheyfistbumpedbeforeconversingasthey

madetheirwaytothedeliverytruckandmoved

arounditcheckingthemoutbutthenSinghturned

lookingathimsurprised

Singh:15girls,Ithoughttheagreementisten?

MANDLA:ohhyahthat..noyoucanjustgettheten

girlsandleavethetheremainingfive



SINGH:ohhyouareexpandingthebusiness,thats

good

MANDLA:yeahhey

Singhslowlywalkedaroundthetruckastheyoung

girlsbetweentheagesof12and17silentlycriedas

allhopewaslost,theyhadhopeofbeingfoundback

whentheywerestillatthewarehousebutnow

seeingtheIndianManandMandlawholookedcold

andmercilesstheylostallhope.

SINGH:1,2,3,4,5movethisside

Thepoorgirlshurriedtotheothersidesniffingthen

heinstructedtheremainingtentomoveandjump

intotheothertruck,theyquicklydidasperthe

instructionsthenSinghcalledoneofhismento

closethedoorsasMandla'smentookthemoney

casesandpackedtheminhiscar.Mandlalooked



backatSinghandgavehimathumbsupbefore

walkingtothefrontofhistruck

MANDLA:hey,getmycaranddrivetothe

warehouse,I'llfinditthereandnofunnybusiness

withmymoneyifyouallknowwhatsgoodforyou

MEN2:okboss

Mandlajumpedintothetruckdrivingawayasthe

fivegirlsatthebackcriedtheirlungsout

GIRL1:(shakyvoice)ifonlythetruckwasntcovered

thenmaybewewouldjumpoutbutnow........

Sheburstoutcryinghystericallyaswhatlookedlike

herlittlesistermovedcloserandhuggedher...

Littlesister:(tinyvoice)dontworry,mamasaidshe

isgoingtoheavenandwillalwayswatchoverus,um



suresheislookingatusnowandwillprotect

us,pleasedontcry

Thebigsisterstoppedcryinglookingatherlittle

sisterandherheartbrokeintopiecesatthethought

ofherlittlesistergettinghurt,shekissedher

foreheadand

HER:okaybaby,wearegoingtobefine..

Meanwhilethetruckapproachedthebushyarea

thenMandlaturneddrivingintothebushasthecave

appeared...........

INTHECAR

Thembaheldthesteeringwheelwithonehandand

usedtheothertograbhisphonewithhiseyesstill

fixedontheroad,hebroughtitclosertohisface



dialingMia

MIA:hey

THEMBA:(down)itisdone

MIA:(smiling)goodboy

THEMBA:now.willyoudeletethephotos?

MIA:yes

THEMBA:Idonttrustyou

MIA:(thoughtfully)IpromiseI.willdeletethem

THEMBA:okaybye



Hehungupandsteppedontheacceleratorspeeding

offintothedarknight..

ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Shebithernailsmovingupanddowninher

bedroomthensatdownandtookherphonedialing

Graceforthehundredthtimebutittookherstraight

tovoicemail,shetearfullybentdownonherknees

withherarmspinnedtothebedbeforeclosingher

eyesandprayed

MSWILLIAMS:heavilyLordIcomebeforeyou

tonight,dearLordmyheartistroubledbecauseIam

worriedaboutmydaughterasIdontknowher

whereabouts,Lordyoutheonlyonewhoknows

wheresheisrightnowfatherpleaseprotecther,Lord

Ispeakyourdevineprotectionuponher,cancelall

theenemiesplansthathehasaboutherlife,fighther



battlesandkeephersafeinyourwarmlovingarms,I

surrendereverythingintoyourhandsdearGod.Amen

MeanwhileGeorgetossedandturnedstrugglingto

sleepasthelastmemoriesofhimandGracekept

flashinginhismind,hecouldn'tstopthinkingabout

herandtheblackhoodiemanwhotookher,hesat

uprightandsighedswitchingthesidelamponand

gothisphonetextingMia..

GEORGE:whenamIgettingtheremainingbalance?

Hesentthemessageandwaitedforaresponsebut

gotnonethenswitchedthelampoffpullingthe

sheetsoverlayingdownandfacedupwardswithhis

handsatthebackofhisheadstaringinthedark

room....

Ahalfloafisbetterthannothing.

GOODNIGHT
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Hepackedinfrontofthecaveandjumpedoutand

pulledhisjacketsleeveswalkingtotheback,he

lookedintohisinnerjacketpocketandpulledhis

gunoutcockingitthenopenedthedoorand

instructedtheyounggirlstojumpoff,theytearfully

jumpedoffandhewalkedbehindthemasthey

walkedintothecaveattortoisespeed,Mandla

walkedtotheritualspondandwavedhishand

instructingthelargesnaketostayinsidebecausehe

didn'twanttoscarethegirlsofflesttheyfaint

beforereachingtheforbiddenarea.hethenledthe

poorgirlstotheforbiddensideastheywalked

whispering

LITTLESISTER:(crying)wherearegoingnow

BIGSISTER:dontcrybaby,Idon'tknowwhereheis

takingus



LITTLESISTER:(voicebreaking)Iamscared,this

placelookscreepyIthinkheisgoingtokillus

BIGSISTER:nobaby,don'tsaythatstopcrying

now,mummywillprotectusokay

Thelittlesistertearfullynoddedherheadasthey

keptonwalkingbuttheireyeswidenedasthe

forbiddenareaagentsappeared,themanycolourful

smallsnakeswiggledtheirshinybodiesaroundand

thegirlsscreamedastheyjumpedupanddown

tryingtoavoidthem,theblackmambacoiledits

slipperybodyaroundthelittlesister'slegandshe

slippeddownfaintingbutherbigsisterbentdown

pickingherupcarryingherinherarmsandwalked

overthesnakesemotionless,shehadlostallhope

andwasreadyforanything,afterwhatseemedlike

forevertheygottoZumbaandtheagentsslipped

awayasthegirlslookedaroundthedarkempty

roomthenabrightlightenteredthecavefallingon



Zumbawhowasstandingonhisbigtailswinginghis

headintheair,thegirlscamefacetofacewiththe

hugegreenandyellowsnakethenstaggeredback

shakingastheotheronepeedinherpants,theycried

theirlungsoutthenMandlacoveredhisears

annoyedandbowedbeforeZumba.Zumbalowered

hisheadlickinghisfacethenheraisedhisheadup

asZumbaslowlymovedhisheadtowardsthe

girls,theotheronetriedrunningawaybutZumba

wiggledhistailtowardsherandcoileditaroundher

tinybody,hetightenedupthegriponherbody

breakingherbonesasshescreamedinagony,inno

timeshewentquiteasherheadsaggedthenZumba

loosenedthegripasherlifelessbodysliddown,he

turnedhisheadandopenedhismouthwideaiming

attheothergirlthenpulledherinsideandraisedhis

bodyupmakingwayforthelittlegirlsbodytoroll

insidehisstomach,hesquirmedtowardstheother

lifelessbodyandcarrieditonhistailopeninghis

mouthwideanddroppeditinside,,meanwhilethe

littlesisterslowlyopenedhereyesandcalledunto

theLord



LITTLESISTER:(slowly)JE....SU..S

Assoonassheclosedhermouthabrightunfamiliar

lightenteredthecavethenZumbasuddenlysensed

theunfamiliarspiritroamingaround,hequickly

releasedhistonguelickingMandlathenswallowed

himandwiggledhisbodyawayleavingthegirls,the

threegirlslookedateachotherconfused

LITTLESISTER:letsrun,Jesusishere

Theyallturnedandranfortheirdearlives...

MeanwhileatZumba'srestingsideofthecave

Zumbastretchedhisbodyandloweredthehead

releasingMandlawhothenquietlywalkedout

knowingitwasn'ttherighttimetosayanythingto

Zumbabecauseheisobviouslystillangry,hepassed

bytheforbiddenareaandnoticedthegirlswerenot



thereasitwasawfullyquiet,hesighedandwalked

uptotheritualspondandwashedhisfacebefore

walkingouttothetruck

MANDLA:(tohimself)dammitThemba,wheredid

yougetthosegirls,IswearthatwastheirstupidGod

becauseI'veneverseenthatbrightlightbefore,I

couldn'tevenseeanything,,shit!

Hesighedanddroveawayashistruckdisappeared

intothedarknight..

THENEXTMORNING

MandlaslowlyopenedhiseyestothesightofMia

whowasallreadytoleave

MANDLA:whereareyougoingthisearlyandona

Saturday?



MIA:(brieflysmiled)ohhhey,youareup,umm..um

goingtoseeDudu,Ipromisedtohelpheroutwith

something

MANDLA:okay

Hegotupyawningashiswholebodyfeltheavythen

Miapassedhimwalkingout

MIA:bye

MANDLA:bye

ATTHERANSOMS

Miacatwalkedherenglishfiguretowardsthe

counterandpulledthestoolsittingdownbefore



turningherheadlookingaroundforGeorgewhowas

nowheretobefound,shesighedandopenedherbag

takingoutherphoneanddialedhim

MIA:IamattheRansomswherethehellareyou,,I

needyoutogetyourmoney

GEORGE:(yawning)Iamnotworkingtoday,letsmeet

somewhere

MIA:alright

GEORGE:yesbutnottherebecausewecantrisk

beingseentogether

MIA:alright,Spurinhalfanhour

Shegotherbagandwalkedout



GEORGE:alrightbye

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MeWilliamsknockedandMandlawalkeduptothe

dooropeningupasshewalkedinsniffing,hervoice

brokeasshetriedtospeak

MSWILLIAMS:morningsir,pleasecanItakeaday

offbecauseIhavetogotomydaughter'sworkplace

andenquireaboutherwhereabouts,shedidn'tcome

backhomelastnightandherphoneisnotgoing

through..

Mandla'sheartskippedashiswholebodybecame

cold

MANDLA:what?



Hewalkedtothetablegrabbinggisphonedialing

herbutitshotstraighttovoicemail,hetearfully

lookedbackatthetearyMsWilliams

MANDLA:isitsomethingsheusuallydoesoritsa

first?

MSWILLIAMS:noitsunlikehertojustdisappear,and

sheneverreallyspendnightsoutunlesssheisat

churchbuttherewasnoservicelastnightandI

calledourpastorthismorning,hehaven'tseenher,I

thinkIshouldgoreporthermissing

MANDLA:okay,butfirstletscheckher

workplace,maybethereisabetterexplanation

Hehurriedtothebedroomgettinghiscarkeysand

wentbacktoherholdingherhandastheywalked

out



FEWMINUTESLATERATTHERANSOMS

Theywalkedinandshotstraighttothemanager's

officeandknocked

VOICE:comein

MSWILLIAMS:(teary)hellosir,IamGrace

Williams'smotherandshedidn'tcomebackhome

lastnight,doyouperhapshaveanideaofwhereshe

couldbe

MANAGER:(touched)umm...shecametowork

yesterdaybuthershiftendedatsix,umnotsureif

sheisworkingtodaybutletmechecktheschedule

(pressedherlaptopcheckingandlookedbackat

them)ohhsheisofftoday



MANDLA:pleasecheckthestaff,theymightknow

somethingwedont

MANAGER:okaysir,letmegocallthem

Shepressedthestaffsummonbuttonthentheyall

heardthesirenandmadetheirwaytothestaffroom

asshewalkedintoadressthem

MANAGER:morning,Ihavecalledyouallhere

becauseapparentlyGraceismissingandIwas

hopingthatmaybeyouknowsomething

Theotherladywalkedtothefrontaseveryone

turnedlookingather

LADY:ummmsir,sheknockedoffat6pmyesterday,I

lastsawhertalkingtoGeorgebutheisofftoday



MANAGER:okaythankyou,youmayallreturntoyour

stations

Hewalkedbacktohisofficeandsatdownfacing

them

MANAGER:oneofthestaffmemberssaidshelast

sawhertalkingtosomeguywhoisourwaiterhere

andhisnameisGeorgebutunfortunatelyheisnot

heretoday

MANDLA:okay,canyoumaybegiveushisnumber

andaddress

MANAGER:itsconfidentialandagainstourcompany

policytodisclosesuchinformationaboutourstaff

members

MSWILLIAMS:(teary)please



Helookedattheoldwoman'stearyfaceandsighed

MANAGER:okay,I'llbendtherulesbecauseGraceis

ahumbleandhardworkingyounglady

Shetookapieceofpaperandscribbledthedetails

downthenhandedittoMandla

MANAGER:here,Ihopeyoufindher

BOTH:thankyou

Theystoodupandwalkedout

AWEEKLATER..

#

#



#
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INTHAILAND

Graceslowlyopenedhereyesandrubbedthemfor

clearvisionthenpulledthesheetsoffsitting

upright,sheturnedherheadlookingaroundthefilthy

unfamiliarroom,yestheroomhadacloset,small

couch,tableandafewotherthingsbutitwasdirty

andhadanawfulsmell,shecoveredhernosetrying

hardnottobreath,withherhandstillcoveringher

nosesheclimbedoffthebedandwalkedtothedoor

tryingthelockandsurprisinglyitwasn'tlockedso

sheopenedandlookedatthelongpassageandthe

manyroomsthenslowlywalkeduntilshelandedin



whatlookedlikeadininghall,whilestilltherehalf

nakedgirlswalkedpastherwithcleananddecent

lookingmen,shefrownedandmovedtothewindow

lookingoutsidethenrealizedshewasinatop

buildingasshelookedattheotheroppositeflatthen

lookeddownatthemovingcars,fearcreptinas

everythingstartedtomakesense,thehalfnakedgirls

shesawflashedinhermindandsheconnectedthe

dots

GRACE:(whispering)Ohhno!itsabrothel

Sheburstintotearsfallingonherkneesastwogirls

passedby

GIRL1:ohh,,shemustbenew

GIRL2:yeah



Theywalkeduptoherastheothergirlbentdown

openingherarmsthenGracefellintoherarms

cryingoutherlungs

GRACE:(crying)ohhnopleaseGod,,,,pleasethiscan't

betrue,nooooooohhh

Shescreameduntilhervoiceranflatthenshe

silentlycriedasherheadfelttooheavy.

GIRL1:(unbothered)letsgo,shewillgetusedto

it,thesoonersheacceptsherfatethebetter

Theothergirlthengentlypulledofffromthehugand

helpedherup....

GIRL2:gotoyourroomandgetsomesleep,youwill

feelbetterwhenyouwakeup



TheywalkedawayasGraceturnedbacktothe

passagetryingtoidentifyherroomastheywerejust

toomany,shesawitandslowlywalkedintryingto

remembereverythingthathappenedbeforeshe

wokeupinthisplace,nothingcameupexcepther

meetingwithGeorge

GRACE:(whispering)George,noo,George

Tearsformedinthecornersofhereyesthenshe

tookapillowputtingitoverherfaceandburstinto

tearsasmucusandthicksalivamixedupwithher

tearsleavingthepillowsoakingwet.

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

hewokeupwithaheavyheartandhiswholebody

achedthenreachedforhisphonetryingGrace's

numberbutitshotstraighttovoicemail.hisheart

brokeasheswallowedhardwithtearsformingat



thecornersofhiseyesthenMiawalkedintheir

roomwrappedinawhitecleantowel,shestood

beforehimwearingaseductivesmilebitingher

lowerlipthenletlooseofthetowelrevealingher

flawlesslightbodyandherwellshavedcookie,she

wentonandliftedherlegbendingdownmovingher

faceclosetoMandla'sandtriedkissinghimbuthe

lookedawayannoyed.shethenbravelypulledhis

sheetsofftakingoffhisboxerbriefsandsatontop

ofhimashersmoothbodyrestedonhisnaked

self,shepressedhercookieontohissoftmachine

thenstretchedherhandgentlycursingitandit

jerkedup,hesighedandextendedhishandtoher

boobssqueezingthemthen..&@$#...

ATMSWILLIAMS

sheslowlywalkedoutofthekitchenwithreddish

eyesholdingacupofwarmwaterthensatdownlost

inherthoughts,sheswallowedhardastearsstarted

flowingdownherfaceuncontrollably,thecupof



warmwaterfelldownandbrokeonthefloor

followedbyherheavybody,shesliddownfallingon

topofthebrokenglassescryingherlungsoutand

calledouthername...

MSWILLIAMS:(crying)mybabbbbbbyy.......

BACKATMANDLA'SPLACE

hepulledoutspreadinghisthickjuicesalloverface

andgrabbedatowelwipinghismachinethenshot

straighttothebathroomforaquickshowerbefore

headingouttotheoffice

ATKG'SHOUSE

Hewalkedfromthekitchenandstoppedlookingat

her



HER:what?

KG:areyoureadyforthebigday?

HER:morethanready,Iswearhewon'tseethisone

coming

KG:(smiling)great!Everythingisallsetand

ready,thatwhiteguyagreedtotakeyouashisdate

butheisnotawareofourintentionssobecareful,

fornowI'llnotifymymentostayalertanddon't

forgettomakesureyouleadhimtotheagreedspot

sothatitbecomeseasierforustoprotectyou

HER:okay

MEANWHILEATTHEPOLICESTATION



Georgewalkedoutoftheholdingcellinhand cuffs

makinghiswaytotheinterrogationroom

POLICEMAN:youngmanstopmakingthisharder

thanitalreadyis,itsbeenawholeweekbutyou

haven'tgivenusanythingsolid,stopplayinggames

withusbecausethingsarenotlookinggoodforyou.

Georgelookeddowngoingdownmemorylanewhen

theblackhoodieguypulledherfromhisarmsand

drivingoff,helookedupandsighedreadytotalk

GEORGE:umm..

Thedoorflungopenasanothercopwalkedinand

movedcloserastheystartedwhispering......

MeanwhileGeorgegotlostinhisthoughtsashehad

flashbacksofhermeetingatspurwith

Mia((((((((MIA:hereisyourmoney



GEORGE:no,Icanttakethismoney,Ican't

dothisanymore,Iwanttoconfess

MIA:(deathstare)ifyouknowwhatsgoodforyou

thenyouwillshutthehellupbecauseifyoudaretry

snitchingonmeallhellwillbreakloose,thesame

guywhotookGracewillcomeforyou,justasGrace

youalsowontseeitcoming.thisisasecretweall

havetotaketoourgraves,sodonttestme))))))))))))))

POLICE:(wavedhishandonhisface)young

man,stopdaydreamingandtellusthetruth

Hesnappedoutofitandlookedatthepoliceofficer

shaking

POLICE:stopbeatingaboutthebushandtellus

whathappened,wehavebeentoopatientwithyou

butnowweareslowlyrunningoutofpatience

GEORGE:(thinkingofMia'sthreats)no,I.don'tknow



wheresheis,justlikeI'vebeensayingIlastsawher

whenweknockedoff,yeswetalkedabitbutthat

wasitbecausesheleft

POLICE:(sighed)takehimbacktotheholdingcell

Hestoodupastheyescortedhimout....

LATERTHATDAYATMANDLA'SOFFICE

hetearfullywentthroughhischatwithherand

swallowedhardputtinghisphoneawaythenrubbed

hiseyesbeforehisphonerang

VOICE:heyitsme,imattheRansomshotelrightnow

sortingoutaccommodationforourinternational

clientsbecausemostofthemarearrivinginthe

afternoonfortheclientsappreciationparty,Ihope

youdidn'tforgetaboutit



MANDLA:(remembered)ohhgreat

PA:alrightsir,shouldIalsoorganizearoomforyou

oryouwillwakeupfromhome?

MANDLA:nogetmearoomaswell

PA:alrightsir,bye

Hehungupandsighedsadly.....

@$&#..willbepostedatthegrouptomorrow

#

#

#
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THENEXTDAYATTHERANSOMS

Itwasasoothingyetclassyappeal,agreattimein

theambienceofamodern,spaciousandnicely

decoratedspace,theatmospherewasjustto

beautifulwithsoftmusicplayinginthebackground

asmenandwomensmartlydressedmoved

about,Mandlamadehiswaytothefrontleaningon

themicandclearedhisthroatgettingeveryone's

attention

MANDLA:greetingsladiesandgentlemen,IthoughtI

shouldtakethistimetothankyouallformaking

timefromyourbusyschedulestoattendthis

celebration,itisanhonourandaprivilegetohave

youallheresowelcometoMathewsEmpireclients



appreciationparty.

Theyclappedhands....

MANDLA:thiswasorganizedtoshowourwonderful

clientshowmuchweappreciateandvaluethem,

nowthat'senoughmayyouallfeelfreeandenjoy

theparty.

Hesaidthatthensteppedoffthestageasmusic

startedplayingagaininthebackground,hewalked

backtoThembatakinghisglassbackandsipped

THEMBA:Youshould'veseenyourselfupthere

man,thatwasjusttoodullandstraightforward,no

Mandlavavavoom,whereistheenergy?

Mandlalookedathimandswallowedhard....



THEMBA:ohhmandon'ttellmeyourstillstuckon

thatGracegirl,maybesheranoffwithaman,stop

worryingyourselftoomuch

MANDLA:Ididn'tknowherthatmuchbutIknowshe

wouldn'trunoffwithamanandnottellher

mother,theywereprettymuchclose.

THEMBA:ohh

MANDLA:yeah,ithasn'tbeeneasybutumtrying,,um

justwaitingforthatGeorgeguytotellthetruth

beforeIdragitoutofhim

THEMBA:heisinpolicecustodyright

MANDLA:yeah



MeanwhileTamarathenursewalkedinhandinhand

withthewhitemanasherLouisVuittonheels

echoedgettingheadsturning,sheflashedacute

smileatMandlaandThembathenThembalooked

downathersmoothlegsgoingupherpetitebody

thatlookedgoodinherbandagedress,shepulledthe

dressdownrevealinghersmoothcleavagethen

lookedbackathercompanion

TAMARA:thankyouforagreeingtocomewithme

here,ithasn'tbeenaminutebutIalreadyamseeing

themightyMandlaMathewswow

WHITEMAN:okay

TAMARA:'canwemaybewalkuptohimandstrikea

conversation,Imean,Iwouldreallyliketohavea

closerlookofthefamousMandla

WHITEMAN:(unsuspicious)alrightletsgo



TheywalkeduptoMandlaandThembathenhe

extendedhishandforahandshake

MANDLA:wow,,themightyMiltonishere,nicetosee

yousir

MILTON:(smiling)umhonouredtobehere(heheld

herwaist)ummthisisTamarasheismyfriendand

shecouldn'tstopspeakinghighlyofyousincewe

gothere

TAMARA:(lookeddownshyly)

MeanwhileThembalookedatherroundbottomand

assbitinghislowerlipinadmiration

OUTSIDE



KGmovedthecarseatbackandfixedthelistening

deviceontohisearlisteningtotheirconversation

thenpressedhisphonecallingSK

SK:boss

KG:sheisin,aretheguysready?

SK:yes,butwemighthavetochangeourplans

becausethisplaceissecured,thereareguards

everywhere

KG:Idon'tthinkthatwouldbenecessarybecauseall

shehastodoisgivehimsigns,seducehimandlead

himoutofthehoteltoherplace,theywouldn'tgoto

hishousebecausehestayswithhiswifethere

SK:alright



KG:yessoilstayhereandwatchthentellyouwhen

theyleave,makesurethoseguystaketheirpositions

atTamara'shouse,theyshouldparkthecarfarfrom

herplacebecausewedontwanthimtosuspect

anythinguponarrival

SK:okayboss

KG:bye

Hehungupandcontinuedlisteningtotheir

conversationwithhisgunonthethighs...

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamsknockedthenMiaopenedupforher

andfrownedlookingatherherscratchedfaceand

swolleneyes



MIA:whathappenedtoyourface?

MSWILLIAMS:(lowvoice)Ifellonabrokenglass

andcutmyface

MIA:ohhok,youreyesarealsoveryredwereyou

crying

MsWilliamsburstintotearscryingasherwhole

bodyslippeddown,Miarolledhereyesandsquatted

openingherarmsandhuggedher

MIA:imsorry,iheardaboutyourdaughter,maybe

youshouldgobackhomeandtakesometimeoff

work.

MSWILLIAMS:(crying)Ican'tstayathome

becauseumlosingmymindandcan'tstopthinking



aboutmydaughter,comingtoworkhelpsmealot

becauseI'dhavesomethingkeepingmebusy

MIA:'okay

ShehelpedherstandupthenMsWilliamsrubbed

offhertearsheadingtothebathroomandbent

downinthezincwashingherface,meanwhileMia

satdownandcrossedherlegs

MIA:(lowvoice)mydaughtermydaughtermyfoot!!

Ihopetheykillherandfeedherbodytothedogs.

Sheclickedhertongueandgotthetvremote..

BACKATTHEPARTY

Miltonsawoneofhisacquaintancespassingby



thenhegaveTamarahisglass

MILTON:holdthis,umcoming

HelookedbackatMandla

MILTON:keepaneyeonhair,umcoming

ShelookedbackatMandlasmilingasMiltonwalked

awaythenThembaclearedhisthroatreleasinghis

handforashake

THEMBA:ohhimThemba,butyoucancallmeTH

TAMARA:(smiling)nicetomeetyou

THEMBA:youlookbeautiful,Miltonisaluckyman



TAMARA:(chuckled)noheisjustafriend

Thembasmiledtryingtoflirt

THEMBA:ohhgreat,thatsjusttoogreat

TAMARA:(bored)yeah

ShelookedbackatMandlaandsippedherdrink

completelyignoringThemba

TAMARA:imhappyIfinallymetthemightyMandla

MANDLA:'ohhwhat'syournameagain?

TAMARA:itsTamara



MANDLA:ohhowk

Shesmiledseductivelylookinginhiseyessending

clearsignsashecoughedfeelinguncomfortablebut

Thembaleanedoverwhisperingsomethinginhisear

THEMBA:Iwantedtotapthatassbutsheisnot

interestedinme,Ithinkshelikesyousogofuckher

andforgetaboutGraceforamoment,fuckherso

hardandtakeoutyourfrustrationsman

Hechuckledandbrieflybrushedhisnoselooking

intohermarbleeyes,shemovedherhandtoher

dressstringsmakingsuretherecordingdevicewas

stillthere

TAMARA:Ilikeyourlips,theylooksojuicyandsoft.



MandlaquicklylookedaroundandspottedMilton

whowasbusyminglingthenhesmiledandpulled

herhandwalkingtotherestrooms,hequicklyclosed

thedoorbehindandpinnedhertothewallsucking

herlips,shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneckand

burrriedhisheadbetweenhersoftcleavage

MANDLA:fuck!Iwantyou

TAMARA:(victorysmile)okayletmegotellMilton

thatumleavingandthenyoucanhavemeallto

yourself

MANDLA:okay

Theywalkedoutashispackedhismachineback

TAMARA:heyMil,thanksforcomingwithme,illeave

now



MILTON:okaybye

Helookedbackathisfriendsastheycontinued

chattingandlaughingtheyTamarawalkedbackto

Mandla

TAMARA:letsgotomyplaceandfinishwhatwe

alreadystartedbackinthere

MANDLA:Ican'tgoanyfarwiththisboner,Ibooked

myselfaroomhere,letsgointhereforaquickythen

gotoyourplaceafterwards

TAMARA:(panicked)but...umm.....I..

MANDLA:comeonbadgirl



Hegentlypulledherarmsastheywalkedtohis

room

INKG'SCAR

Heangrilybumpedhisfistonthesteeringwheeland

lookedaround....

MeanwhileMandlaclosedthedoorandpulledupher

dressgentlycursingherthighsashereyesran

aroundtheroomtryingtothinkofaperfect

excuse....Heremovedthedressswingingitinair

breathingheavilyashismachinejerkedup,,whilestill

holdingontoherdresssomethingfelldownthenhis

eyeslandedontherecordingdevicethenhe.........

BACKINTHAILAND

thedoorflungopenandawhitemanwalkedinher



roomasshelaiddownthenyankedherhairoff

draggingheronthefloorasshescreamedinpain,he

letgoofherhairlandingahotslaponherface

blurringhervision

WHITEMAN:heyyouspoiltbrat,youdontmakenoise

here,shutthehellupandfollowme

Herheadachedfeelingveryheavyandhervision

wasblurrysoshetriedstandingupbutslippeddown

thenthewhitemanangrilykickedheronthe

stomach,hethendraggedherbacktobedand

reachedforhisbackpockettakingouthisOkapi

knife

WHITEMAN:umgoingtodisciplineyouandteach

youhowtobehave

Hebegancuttingoffherclothesandroughly

removedtheremainingclothespiecesfromherbody



thenplacedtheknifeonherprivateparts,she

flinchedastheknifemadeasmallcutonhercookie

GRACE:(teary)ouch

WHITEMAN:'shutup

Hemadeaholeonherpantiesandinsertedtheknife

intheholeroughlypullingitoffandthepantygot

stuckbetweenherbuttocks,shecriedherlungsout

untilhertearsrandrythenthemantookoffhis

clothesopeningherlegswideand.......

#

#

#

PLEASEDON'TFORGETTOLIKETHEINSERTAND

SHARE

THANKYOU



[7/19,06:29]BLOODFORBLOOD

INSERT21

Hetookhisclothesoffopeningherlegswideand

draggedhisheavybodygettingontopofherashis

bigbellypressedagainstherstomachmakingit

hardforhertobreath,hestretchedhishandtowards

hishairyhugemachineandforcedtheheadinside

hercookietearingitup

GRACE:iyooooohhhh.....mama........

Shescreamedsoloudastearsfloweddownher

cheeksmixingwithsalivaandformedabubble,the

whitemangotannoyedbyherscreamsandputhis

handoverhermouth

WHITEMAN:shutup!



Shemovedherheadandopenedhermouthgasping

forair

GRACE:pleasestop,pleasse,Iamavirgin,,please

spareme

Heangrilyslappedherwiththebackofhishandas

bloodgushedfromhernose.Shekickedtheairas

theheadslidout,hestoodupandlandedanotherhot

slaponherfaceasitturnedredwithalittlebitof

rash,hewentontodragheroffthebedandstarted

kickingherasshecurledupblockingthekickswith

herarmsscreaminginagony,hisfootlandedonher

mouthbreakingherlipsandbloodgushedcovering

herwholeface.hemercilesslycontinuedcontinued

landinghisbigbootsalloverherbodyassheswum

inherblood,shecriedsoharduntilhervoicebecame

flatandaftergettingmaximumsatisfactionhe

roughlyyankedherhairanddraggedherbacktobed

openingherlegsevenmorewidethenlookedaround

forarope,hegottheropeandtiedherotherlegto



thebedthengrabbedhisheavymachinewearinga

wickedsmile

HIM:yesbitch!!umgoingtotearthatup

Heforceditinsideandittearedupthensheflinched

GRACE:yooooohhhh,,,ouchhh

Hestretcheditallinsideasbloodfloweddownher

thighsthen..&@$#!.....

INKG'SCAR

Hefixedhislisteningdevicetohisearandpressedit

tryingtogetvoicesbutnothingcameup,heangrily

hitthesteeringwheelwithhisarmsscratchinghis

headthentookhisphonecallinghisrighthandman



SK:boss

KG:sheisdisconnected,Ican'thearanything

SK:what?

KG:yes,andworsehedidn'tagreetodrivetoher

place,apparentlyhehadbookedaroomfortoday,

dammit!Thisisfuckedup

SK:sowhathappensnow

KG:I.don'tknowandwearenotsureofwhatreally

happened,maybeshechangedhermindand

decidedtofuckhimorsheisindanger

SK:butIdon'tthinkshewouldchangehermindat



thelastminute,Ithinkmaybesomethinghappened

KG:yeahmaybebecausetheywentuptohisroom

anditwentallquietthensomethingfellbreaking,I

thinkitwasthedevicefallingbecausethatswhenI

gotdisconnected

SK:shut!Letsgoin

KG:wecan'tgointherebecauseitsstillpackedplus

thesecurityisverytighthere,thewholeplaceis

surroundedbyhismen...

SK:dammit

Hesighedinfrustrationthenhunguptryingtothink..

MEANWHILEMandlasquattedpickingthebroken



recodingdeviceandbroughtitclosertohisface

boilinginsidethenhisfacialexpressionchangedas

helookedbackatherandangrilythrewittothewall

asit'spiecesscatteredonthefloor.hemovedcloser

toherfaceasherarmpitsbecamewetandsweat

drippeddownherarmpits

MANDLA:whosentyou?

Shefearfullystaggeredbacklookingathissuddenly

greeneyesaspeeflowedbetweenherthighs

TAMARA:I....I...I'm...

Shelookedatthedoorcalculatingthedistancefrom

whereshewasstandingtothedoorthenstormed

offasMandlatightenedhiswholebody

transformingintoZumbathesnake,hewiggledhis

greenandyellowsoftshinytailtowardsherwhen

sheheldthedoorknob,thehugesnakecoiledit'stail



aroundherbodyandliftedherupbringinghercloser

tohisface,sheremainedbetweentheslipperybody

ashereyeswidenedwhenshecamefacetoface

withthebigcolourfulsnake,itrolleditseyes

changingcouloursthenwaileditstonguelickingher

face

TAMARA:yoohh....

Zumbaquicklytightenedthegriparoundher

increasingpressureonherbonesandtheystarted

breakingdownmakingsounds,hereyesturnedtothe

backofherheadasbloodflowedfromhermouth

andearsasherheadsaggedthenZumbathelarge

snakestretchedhismouthwidepullingherheadin.

Itthenwentdownrollingherbodyinthestomach

andraiseditsheadmakingwayforthewholebody

torollinsideitstretchedevenmoreasherlegs

disappearedinsidehismouth...

Zumbathenreleasedhistonguelickingthearea

arounditsmouththenburpedloweringitsheadas



theheadturnedbackintoMandla'sgoingdownto

hisshouldersuntilheturnedbackintohisnormal

self,helookedbackbutthetailwasstilltheresohe

relaxedhisbodythenitquicklycoiledbackintohis

body

Hesighedrelievedandateasethenopenedthedoor

steppingbacktotheparty,hestoodafewfeetaway

fromthecrowdandpressedhisphone

MANDLA:tightensecurity,wehaveinvaders

SECURITY:alrightsir,onit.

Meanwhileoutsidemenindarkgraysuitstookoff

theirshadessurroundingthewholeareatakingtheir

positionsalarmed,theothermanmovedtowards

KG'Scarsurprisedattheunfamiliaruntaggedcarbut

KGsawhimontherearviewmirrorandquickly

steppedontheacceleratorspeedingoff......



BACKATTHEBROTHEL

Hepulledoutandgrabbedherjawsopeningher

mouthwiderfillinginhisjuicesbeforelandingahot

slaponheralreadybloodyfaceandkickedher

movingbacksmilingwickedly

WHITEMAN:shit!Thatwasgreat,sotightand

nice,damn

GRACE:(crying)yehhhh,ohhhmama.....

WHITEMAN:shutuporillslapyouagain

Heclickedhistongueandtookhisclothesdressing

upthenwalkedoutasGracelookedatherbloody

thighssobbing,shetriedstandingupbuthercookie

achedandfeltreallyhotasherheadfeltheavy,she



lostbalanceandslippeddown.......

SIXMONTHSLATER

#

#

#
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ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Shelickedherdrylipsandleanedonthemirror

lookingatherpalefaceandhereyesocketsthat

wentdeepwithredeyes,shelookedatherreddress



thatwasnowloosehanginginherbodyandsighed

sadlywalkingtoherclosettakinganotherblack

dress,sheundressedandputthereddressbackin

theclosetputtingontheblackonebutitwasalso

loose,justnotasbadasthepreviousone..she

walkedtoherbedandbentbesideitandputher

armsontopasshegotintoprayer

MSWILLIAMS:heavenlyLordIstilltrustandbelieve

inyouforbringingbackmydaughter,Ibelieveyou

arefightingherbattlesjustasyoufoughtfor

shadrackMeshackandabednico,Itrustandbelieve

inyouforsavingherfromthegoliaththatshemaybe

befacingrightnow,Itrustandbelieveinyoufor

keepinghersafeunderyoursheltermyLord,you

haveneverdisappointedmebeforeandIknowitis

notabouttohappendearLor....

Shebecameemotionalandbrokedowncrying

MSWILLIAMS:(sniffing)LordIhavelong



surrenderedthesituationinyourhandsbutthepain

inmyheartiskillingme,pleasebringbackmy

daughter...AMEN

Shestoodupwipinghertearsoffandgrabbedher

handbagleavingforwork

30MINUTESLATERATMANDLA'SHOUSE

SheknockedandMiamiopeneduplettingherin

MSWILLIAMS:morningmam

MIA:morningMsWilliamshowareyou?

Herthroatdriedupandsheswallowedhardtryingto

respondthentearsformedatthecornersofher

eyes..



MSWILLIAMS:Iamnotgoodmydear,ithasbeensix

monthsnowbutmydaughterisnowheretobe

found,myheartfeelsheavy,thepaindoesn'tgetany

betterinsteaditgrowswitheachday

Miamirolledhereyesfoldingherarms

MIA:ohhcomeonMsWilliamsithasbeenmonths

now,youshouldgetoverthatandmoveonwithyour

life,ithasalwaysbeenmydaughterthismydaughter

thatyoureallyneedtopullyourselftogetherand

takethislikeawoman

Shesaidthatwalkingawayandslammedher

bedroomdoorasMsWilliamsslowlysatdownwith

tearsstreamingdownhercheeks

MeanwhilethedooropenedandMandlawalkedin

ashiseyesmethertearyface,hewalkedtoherand



benthuggingher

MANDLA:(softly)heydon'tworryitwillbeokay,I'll

doeverythinginmypowertofindher,Iheardtheyare

releasingGeorgetodaybecauseoflackofevidence

soIwillgouptohisplaceandtrytotalkto

him,maybehewillcomeclean

Heinnocentlyrubbedhershoulderassheburstinto

tearsfallinginhisarms

MANDLA:umsorryma,itsgoingtobefine,,shh

MeanwhileMiawalkedinandstoppedatthedoor

evileyeingthem

MIA:(inhermind)youarereallybecomingtoomuch

ofanuisanceyouoldwoman



ShethenclearedherthroatasMandlalookedback

ather

MANDLA:pleasegethersomewater

MIA:'okaybabe

Minuteslatershehandedhertheglassandshe

gulpeddownthewaterandgavehertheclassthen

MandlastoodupstretchinghishandtoMiagiving

herawhiteenvelope

MANDLA:ohhIdrovebackhomebecauseIforgotto

giveyouthiswhenIleftearlier

MIA:whatisthis

MANDLA:youwillread,Ihavetogo



Helookedbackat.MsWilliamspattinghershoulder

MANDLA:byemaandpleasestopcrying,Ipromise

wewillfindher....

ATTHEPOLICESTATION

Georgewalkedouttouchinghishairyfaceand

movedhisfingersaroundhisbigbeardsthenleaned

onthetableashegotthepentosignhisrelease

forms,heputthependownandsteppedoutasthe

brightlightfellonhisfacethenhesighedinrelief

walkingaway

ATMANDLA'SOFFICE

Hewalkedinslowlyandputhisbagdownonthe

tablebeforeheavingahugesigh,thenhestretched



hishandgrabbinghiswhiskeybottlefillingtheglass

upandgulpeditdownandfilledthecupagainashe

tooksmallsipsslippingintodeepthoughts..

Hewentdownmemorylaneandrememberedthe

lastdayhesawher,shehadactuallyadmittedliking

himandhedrovehomehappythatdaylooking

forwardtoseemoreofherprettyface,,,tearsflowed

downhisfacebutsomeoneknockedatdoorashe

snappedoutofitrubbingthemoffsniffing

MANDLA:(lowvoice)comein

THEMBA:'heywsup?

Heforcedasmilewithreddisheyes

THEMBA:(guiltstricken)nonoman,stopdoing

this,youarebreakingdownintheoffice,whatifit



wasn'tme,whatifitwasoneofyourclients?thiswill

affectyourbusinessbruh

Comeonman,Iknowyoureallylikedthatgirlbutyou

needtopullyourselfuptogether

MANDLA:(lowvoice)youjustdontgetit,Ifeelso

empty,itslikesheleftwithapartofme,Itriedtostop

thinkingaboutherforthepastfewmonthsbutI

can'tman,Ican't

Helookedupholdinghistearsin..

MANDLA:weonlywentouttwiceandIwasgetting

toknowherbutsomeonesomewheredecidedtocut

itshort,,itshardnottothinkabouther,itshardto

eraseallthememoriesandnownothingreally

matters,allthisfameandrichesmeannothing

becausetheycan'tfillthevoidsheleftinmyheart

Thembabecameemotionallisteningtohimasguilt



struckhim,histhroatdriedupandheswallowed

hard,therewasnowayhecouldundowhat

happenedandhewishedhehadjustexplained

everythingtoMandlathanfallingintoMia'strap

THEMBA:umsorryman,Ididn'tknowyouarethis

hookedbutjustbestrong

MANDLA:yeahman,IheardthatGeorgeguyisbeing

releasedtodaybecauseapparentlythereisno

enoughevidencesoIwillpayhimavisitlatermaybe

hewillcomecleanbutifhedoesn'tthenI'lldragthe

truthoutofhimbecauseIcan'tshakethefeeling

thatheknowsmorethanheisactuallylettingon

THEMBA:(panicked)huh?Today?

MANDLA:yestoday



THEMBA:Ohhumm..Ididn'tknow

Hepathisshoulderwalkingback

THEMBA:yohhbruhIhavetogonow,Itotallyforgot

mymeetingwithsomeguysoI'llleavenow

MANDLA:butyoujustgothere?

THEMBA:yesbruhbutihavetogo,Ican'tmissthis

one,seeyoumanandstopcrying

HewalkedoutslammingthedoorasMandlashook

hisheadandsighedconfused

BACKATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Miaheldtheglassandtheenvelopestaringatthe



sniffingMsWilliams

MIA:Iseeyouareenjoyingthisnow?

MSWILLIAMS:(teary)huh?

MIA:(straightface)gettingmyhusbandtofeelsorry

foryouandyourmissingdaughterandnowheis

outtherelookingforyourstupiddaughterwho

couldn'tkeepherlegsclosed

MS.WILLIAMS:(lookedather)butmam

MIA:ohhshutupyoupooroldwoman,Ithinkyou

haveforgottenyourplaceinthishouse,well,letme

remindyou,youarethemaidokay,youaresupposed

tomopthefloorsandserveusnottheotherway

round,seehowIjusthadtogogetyousomewater

becauseyousawmyhusbandandstartedbeing



dramaticgettinghimtofeelsorryforyou

MsWilliamswaslostforwordsaseverythingshe

saidcutdeepinsideherheart

MIA:andwhoknows,maybeyourso-calleddaughter

isouttherebusystrollingwithherboyfriend,she

wasn'tthatgoodafterallifshemanagedtorun

awaywithamanleavingherpoormotheralone.stop

cryingforsomeonewhodoesn'tgiveadamnabout

yourexistence,itsnotfunnyanymore,youare

annoyingus.

MsWilliamslookedatherspeechlessandherheart

brokeintopiecesbutsheheldinhertearstrying

hardnottocryasshedidn'twanttomakeher

angry..Miaclickedhertongueandgavehertheglass

MIA:nowstandupanddowhatwepayyoufor..and

makesureyouneverwhineaboutyourdaughterin



frontofmeandmyhusband

Sheswingedthewhiteenvelopeinairwalkingback

totheirroomandsatdownrollinghereyes...

ATGEORGE'SPLACE

Mandlaparkedinfrontofhishouseandsteppedout

walkingtowardsthedoorandstretchedhishand

knockingbuttherewasnoresponse

MANDLA:George

hesighedandmovedaroundthehouselookingfor

himbuthewasnowheretobefoundsohewalked

backtohiscarandleanedonitfoldinghisarmsas

heassumedthatmaybeheisabitearlyhewaited

for20moreminuteshopinghewillcomebuthe

didn'tsohesighedheadingbacktothedoorturning



thedoorknob,surprisinglyitwasn'tlockedsohe

steppedinthequietmessyhouseandfrowned

lookingatthingsscatteredonthefloor,hemadehis

waytothebedroombuttherewasnooneinside,he

checkedunderthebedthenwenttohisclosetand

hiseyeslandedontheemptyshelves....hesighed

disappointedandwalkedout...........

#

#

#
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ATKG'SHOUSE

Thefurnituretrucksparkedinfrontofhishouseas



heopenedthedooryawning

VOICE:hellosir

KG:heythatwasquick

VOICE:yeahwecouldn'twaitanylonger

Hemovedasidemakingwayforthemtogetinas

theystartedtakinghiscouchesoutandwenton

takingotherthings

MeanwhileKGheldhiswaiststaringastheymoved

upanddownfillingtheirtwotrucksandleft..he

slowlywalkedintheemptyhouseashisthroatdried

upandhesatontheonlyremainingplasticchair

holdingontohisheavyachingheadbuthisphone

ranginterruptinghisthoughts.

KG:hello



VOICE:yessir,itstheinsurancecompany,you

haven'tbeenpayingforthepastsixmonths

KG:okIwillcomedowntoyourofficeandmakea

paymentplanfortheamountdue

VOICE:oksir

KG:bye

Hehungupandscratchedhisheadfrustratedas

tearsformedatthecornersofhiseyesbuthe

lookedupholdingthemin,everythingstartedsinking

in,hewasnowanobody,theonlythingthatgavehim

alltheluxurywastakenawayfromhimandnowhe

couldn'tthinkofanythingelsetogettheboat

moving



MeanwhileSKstoodatthedoorlookingathimlost

inhisownworld,helookedaroundtheemptyroom

andwalkeduptohim

SK:(sadly)sotheyfinallyrepossessedeverything?

KG:yeah,Idon'tknowhowumgoingtosurvivethis

SK:I'msorryboss,haveyouanythingaboutthenurse?

Hesighedandrubbedhisnosethoughtfully

KG:Ihavetotellyousomething

SK:okay,youlookserious

KG:yeahitisveryserious,Ikeptittomyselfbecause

Ididn'tknowhowtobreakitdownplusIwasscared



youmightchickenoutandleavemeallalonebutI

mustsayafterthislongroughsixmonths,IknowI

cancountonyounowbecauseyouhavebeenvery

supportiveandloyaltomeevenwhenpeoplegave

yousweetofferstoworkforthemyoustillstuck

withmesoIcan'tcontinueriskingyourlifebecauseI

valueyourexistence

SK:whereisthisgoing,Idon'tunderstand

Hesighedlookingbackathimsadly

KG:MandlaMathewsisasnake

Skstartedlaughinglookingathimbuthestill

maintainedtheIamseriousfacethenSkslowly

closedhismouth

SK:whatkindofajokeisthis.......wait......areyou



serious?

KG:deadserious

SK:but.....

KG:remembermybeingatthehospital?

SK:yes,theheartattackincident

KG:thisiswhathappened,hecametomyhouseandI

startedmockingandlaughingathimbeforeIknewit

therewasalargesnakerightinfrontofmeandIlost

itcollapsingrightthere,IthinkhecutmyfingerafterI

passedoutbecauseIdidn'tseethatpart

SKwidenedhiseyeslookingathimaschillsran

downhisspineasfearcreepedin



SK:.what?

Henodded

SK:thissoundsscarybutIcan'tbelieveyoukept

somethingsoimportantasecret,youriskedmylife

allthistime

KG:I'mreallysorry

SK:(angrily)ohhhandthenurse!Nowonderyou

haven'ttriedlookingforher,youknewhemayhave

swallowedthepoorwoman

KGlookeddownashisthroatdriedupand

swallowedhard



SK:ohhwow,soyouriskedherlifedeliberately,you

aresounbelievable

KG:Ididn'tthinkhewouldswallowherandIthought

maybehewouldn'tgetthechancetodothat

becauseIknewitwouldbepacked,theonlymistake

Ididwasnotcheckingifhehadaroombooked...and

trustmeIlikedTamara,Iwouldn'triskherlife

intentionally,IjustthoughtIhaditallundercontrol

SK:wow!AndtothinkIhavebeenfollowingthisguy

allthistime,onlyGodknowswhereIwouldbenowif

hesawme,justwow!Somuchforbeingloyal

Heturnedwalkingawaybutstoppedhalfwayashe

rememberedsomething

SK:ohhsothosetwoguys,youknewchancesarehe

swallowedthembutyoustillkeptquiet,itnow

makessensewhyyoudidn'tputanyeffortinfinding



them...Ihonestlycan'ttrustyouwithmylifesoum

out

HestormedoutasKGsigheddefeated

INTHAILAND

ShesteppedoutoftheRangeRoverSportand

closedthedoorgettinginsidethebrothelashermini

skirtshowedherbutt,shepushedherlonghairback

andmadewaytoherroomasherheelsechoed

downthepassage.Fewminuteslatersheopened

thedoorsteppinginandsighedsittingonhersmall

bedandbenttakingoffhershoesbeforelookingup

assomeoneopenedherbedroomdoor

HIM:ohhperfect!Youareback,youreallymademe

somegoodmoneytodayandI'mproudofyou



Shesatuprightandlookedathimforcingasmile

HIM:see?Itoldyouwewillgetonwell,nowIjust

receivedanotherpaymentforyourservices.He

can'tstoppraisingyousincethelasttimeandhe

wantsyoutogivehimagoodtimeagainlatersoget

readytoleavebecausehewillbeheretopickyouup

intwohours

Grace:okayJody

Hewalkeduptoherhandingoutaplasticfullofpills

Jody:takethisandinsertthemdowntheretotighten

itbecausethisoneisonemytopmainclientssoI

don'twanthimtocomplainaboutyoubeingloose

GRACE:okay



JODY:yesdon't,forgettoinsertthemandtheyare

enoughforthewholemonth

GRACE:okayIwon'tforget

JODY:goodgirl,sonowyouseethatthisisn'tthat

badafterall,Iknewyouwillsettleinwellandstart

obeyingmeastimegoes

Sheforcedasmileasheturnedwalkingoutthenshe

laiddownastearsstreameddownblurringhervision

GRACE:(teary)ohhGodwhereareyou?Please

comethroughforme,makeawaymyGod,please

savemepleaaasee....

Shecriedevenmoreandtookthepillowcoveringher

faceandleftitsoakingwet,thedoorflungopenas

somewhitegirlwalkedinandsadlylookedather



GIRL:(softly)heypleasestopcrying

Shelaidnexttoheropeningherarmspullingherin

forahugasshecriedmore

GIRL:umsorry,pleasedon'tcry

GRACE:(weeping)Ican'tstop,thishurtsreallybad,I

cannevergetusedtosleepingwithdifferent

men,andJodyoverworksmemorethaneveryone

aroundhere,hegivesmoremanymeninjustone

day

GIRL:Iknowandumsorry,pleasestopcryingand

getready,Iwillhelpyoubecauseifyoudon'tstart

gettingreadynowyouwillbelateandJodywon'tbe

happy,youknowwhathedoeswhenhegetsangry



GRACE:okay

GIRL:yes,letmeironyourskirtwhileyoustart

bathing

Shestoodupandtookofherclothesgettingready

asherfriendhelpedher

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamsknockedinherroomcarryingatray

MIA:comeinMsWilliams

MSWILLIAMS:yourfoodmam

MIA:justleavetheminthekitchenumnothungry



ShewalkedoutasMiarememberedtheenvelope

MIA:(toherself)Ialmostforgotaboutthis

Shetearedituppullingtheletteroutandreadasher

mouthdropped......

#

#

#
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MIA:what?



Shesighedindisbeliefandthrewitonthebed

grabbingherphonedialingherfriend

MIA:canyoubelievethis?

DUDU:ummwhat?

MIA:Mandlawantsadivorce

DUDU:noways,areyouserious?

MIA:andhedidn'tevenhavethegutstolookinmy

eyesandtellmeinsteadhejustgivesmeastupid

envelopewithoutevengivingmeahint

DUDU:awwumsosorryfriend,whatareyougoing

todonow?



MIA:I'lljustgoseehimandtrytotalkhimoutofit

DUDU:whatifhedoesn'tchangehismind?

MIA:trustmehewill

DUDU:iyoh,whatwouldmakehimchangehis

mind,ifheservedyouwiththosepaperswithout

evensittingdownwithyoutodiscussitthenit

obviouslymeanshemadeuphismind

MIA:youarenotmakingmefeelanybetterrightnow

DUDU:umjusttellingthetruth,Idon'tknowhowyou

aregoingtogetoutofthisonebecausethefactthat

youagreedtosignaprenuptialagreementwhenyou

gotmarriediswhatworriesmerightnowbecauseit

meansyouwillwalkoutwithnothing



Miasighedasherheartbroke

MIA:Iwontlethimgetawaywitheverything

DUDU:iyoh,IrememberhowmuchIusedto

encourageyoutostartasmallbusinessandmake

yourownmoneybutno,youdidn'ttakeanyofmy

advicesbecauseyouwerechowinghismoney,look

atyounow

MIA:ohhpleasedon'tstartDudu,Icalledyou

becauseIneededsomeonewhowillmakemefeel

better,besidesIwouldn'thavestartedthosesmall

businessesbecauseIammarriedtoafamousrich

guy

DUDU:ifyousayso,butIwishwasalsoas

privilegedasyouwere,hlemmaIwould'veusedthat

opportunityandmadesomethingfor



myself,somethingtofallbackonincasethingsgo

south.Butanywaywhatsyourplan?

MIA:youreallydidn'thavetosayallthatbecauseit

doesn'tmakeanydifferencenowandyoureally

shouldn'tworrybecauseIgotthis,letmegosee

him,bye

DUDU:bye

Shehungupgettingherbagandstormedout..

ATTHECAVE

HeparkedhisAMGandsteppedoutgettinginside

andwalkedtotheritualspondwithhishandsinthe

pocketsthenthemanylargeandcolourfulsnakes

slippedoutofthepondsplashingwaterthen

surroundedhimandbowedtheirheadsbefore



squirmingtheirsoftandshinybodiesbackintothe

pondashetookaturnheadingtotheforbidden

area,thecaveagentswiggledtheirsmallshiny

bodiestothesidemakingwayforhimtopassbut

hemistakenlysteppedontheothergreenmamba

thenhesquattedpickingitsinjuredbodyandgently

placeditonthesidesrubbingoffthetinyblood

dropsonitsheadandstoodupproceedingtothe

area,fewminuteslaterhesteppedintheforbidden

sidebutsurprisinglyZumbawasnowheretobe

found,helookedaroundandsighedholdinghiswaist

MANDLA:(tohimself)whydidhegototheresting

placeknowingverywellthatIcan'ttakemyselfthere

Hesighedandwaitedforhisappearance

MEANWHILEATMANDLA'SOFFICE

Shewalkedpastthereceptionwithoutgreetingsand



swungherbodytohisofficethenroughlyopened

thedoortoanemptyoffice

MIA:whattheHell?

Sheclickedhertongueandtookoutherphone

dialinghimbutitwentstraighttovoicemail

MIA:dammit!

Sheslammedthedoorwalkingbacktoreception

MIA:(foldingherarms)whereisMrMathews?

HER:goodmorning,heisnotaround

MIA:Icanseeheisnothereandthequestion

was,whereishe?



HER:ohhumsorrybuthedidn'tsayanythingwhen

heleft

Shestormedoffasthereceptionistlookedather

colleagueandburstintolaughter

ATTHEBROTHEL

JodyopenedGrace'sroomandwalkedinonGrace

upandreadytoleave

JODY:theclientishere,hurry

GRACE:alright

Shewalkedpasthimashefollowedherandstopped

atthebrothelentranceasGracesteppedoutinher



miniskirtandlookedattheblackAMGbefore

hoppingin,shesatdownashelookedather

touchinghersoftthigh

HIM:hi

GRACE:hellosir

HIM:youcancallmeMartin

GRACE:okay

Hesmiledlookingatherprettysadface

HIM:yeah,soumgoingtohaveyoualltomyselfthe

wholenightbecauseIpaidextra

GRACE:(sadly)alright



Hesteppedontheacceleratordrivingaway....

MEANWHILEATTHECAVE

Heturnedlookingattheblackantsfillingupthe

placeandbowedinrespectknowingZumbawas

coming,butforsomeweirdreasonhedidn'tappear

butinsteadopenedthespiritwallsconnectinghim

ashiseardrumalmostbrokeduetotheloud

screamsheheard,herubbedhisearthenZumba

startedconversingwithhim

MANDLA:butwhosevoicesarethose?

MeanwhileintherestingsideZumbaturnedhis

greeneyestothebackgivinghimaclearpicture

showingherfaceonlyastearsstreameddownher

cheeks.



Mandlathenfelthisheartbreakandfellonhisknees

teary

MANDLA:pleaseshowmeherlocation,please

Zumbatightenedhiseyestryingtoidentifythe

locationbutnothingcameupbecauseGrace'sheart

wastoopure

MANDLA:can'tyousaveherevenifherheartispure

pleasedosomething,please,evenifsavingher

meansIwillhavetostayawayfromherwhenshe

comesbackdoitandIpromiseIwillleaveher

alone,please,atleastjustgivemethe

location,please...

Zumbaslowlyshookhisheadasasignofdefeat

thenMandlabrokedownasZumbaclosedthespirit

wallsdisconnectinghim..heknewdarknessandlight

cannevermeetandatthatmomentwishedGrace's



heartwasn'ttoopurebecausenowsavingheris

hard

Hesadlystoodupdustinghiskneesandturned

walkingoutoftheforbiddenareapassingthrough

theritualspondandthecolourfullargesnakes

sensedhismovementthenslippedoutofthepond

wailingtheirtonguesandbowedtheirheadsashe

draggedhisheavyfeettothecarandstretchedhis

handopeningupthenhoppedinbeforesteppingon

theacceleratorleavingthebushyarea...

MEANWHILEATMANDLA'SPLACE

Miaangrilyheldthedoorknobandopenedupthen

walkedinpassingbyMsWilliamsheadingtotheir

bedroomandshesatdownasherthroatdriedup

andherheartbrokeastearsrandownhersoft

cheeks,shetearfullybenttakingoffherheelsandlay

herheadonthepillowweepingthenthedoorflung

openasMandlaslowlydraggedhisfeetinside,she

raisedherheadandhereyesfellonMandla'ssad



face.shesatuprightandhuggedherpillowlooking

athimasheslowlytookoffhisjacketlostin

thoughts

MIA:babe,babe

Hekeptquietthenshestoodupextendingherhand

tohisshouldersandtappedhimashesnappedout

ofit

MANDLA:huh?

MIA:canwetalk

MANDLA:(sighed)didyousignthepapers?

MIA:no,pleaseletstalkaboutthis



Heslowlysatdownrubbinghisfaceandsnapped

MANDLA:notnowMia!Ijustneedtobeleftalone

okay

MIA:please

Hestoodupwalkingtothedoorandstopped

halfwaythenlookedather

MANDLA:I'llsleepintheguestroom

Heslammedthedoorasshesadlysatattheedgeof

thebedwithtearsstreamingdownherface........

#

#

#
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INTHAILAND

Martinwokeupandheadedtothekitchenshirtless

leavingGraceasleep,hemovedaroundthekitchen

thinkingofaperfectbreakfastmealtopreparethen

gottheeggscrushingthemintoacupandstirred,he

continuedmakingpreparationsandmeanwhilein

themasterbedroomGraceslowlyopenedhereyes

astheylingeredaroundtheroombeforejumpingoff

thebedandpickedherclothesgettingdressed.the

doorflungopenasMartinwalkedincarryingatray

MARTIN:heyyouareupalready



Shelookedupinhisrelaxedeyesthenheflasheda

smilerevealinghisfinelyevenwhiteteethashisabb

skippedalittle,hisfluffyhairlookedmessybuthe

stilllookedcuteinhislightskin

GRACE:hiumsorryiwokeuplate

MARTIN:noitsokay,dontworrywestillhavetime

Shesighedrelieved

MARTIN:here,Imadebreakfast

Shelookedathimtotallysurprisedbecausenoneof

herclientseverofferedherfoodbefore,shewould

spendhourshungryandhavetopleasethemwith

herbodyinanemptystomach



GRACE:what?

MARTIN:pleasehavesomethingtoeat

GRACE:butwhy,Imean

MARTIN:itsbeenawhilesinceyoucameheresoI

thoughtyoumightbehungrysoImadebreakfast

GRACE:okay,thankyou

Shegottheplateandsatdownasshestartedeating

fastandhelookedathersadlythenclearedhis

throat

MARTIN:youcanrelax,wearenotinahurryokay



GRACE:(mouthful)ohhIthoughtwehavetoleave

now

MARTIN:notreallysoyoucantakeyourtime,I'll

sendmoremoneytobuymoretime

Hestooduppointingtotheleftofthemaster

bedroom

MARTIN:youcanleavetheplatehereandgotakea

showerbeforeweleave,shoutifyouneedanything

I'llbeinthekitchen

GRACE:okay

Hewalkedawayleavingherperplexedbythesudden

friendlygesturesbutthenshesighedthoughtfully

staringattheforkandknifeinthetray



GRACE:(toherself)perfect,juswhatIalwaysneeded

totakeawaythepaininmyheart

Shepickedtheknifeandslitherwristasblood

gushedthenthedoorflungopenandhiseyesfellon

thebloodyhand

MARTIN:whathappened?

Sheignoredhimandlistenedtothepaininherheart

fading,shesuddenlyfeltrelaxedandateasy...

MARTIN:(louder)Grace!

Shecontinuedenjoyingthesenseofpeaceinher

heartandsmiledasheworryinglyrushedtogetthe

firstaidboxthenpulledherupleadinghertothe

toiletandputherwristunderrunningwaterwashing

thebloodoffbeforeapplyinganointmentand



wrappedabandagearoundherwrist

GRACE:huh?

Shesnappedoutofitastheallpaininherheart

camebacksoshesighedastearsstreameddown

herface,hesadlylookedatherwonderinghowan

innocentandprettygirllikeherendedupasa

prostituteinabrothel

MARTIN:ummGrace

GRACE:huh

Hechangedhismindaboutthrowingquestions

becausehedidn'twanttogetonthewrongsideof

Jodyandhewasn'tsurehowshewouldtakeit



MARTIN:getreadywehavetogo

GRACE:okay

Shetiedherlonghairintoaponytailandtookoffher

clotheswalkingtotheshowerashestaredather

perfectlydesignedAfricanframe

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamswalkedinonMandlawhowasall

dressedupinhisformalwearreadytoleavefor

work

MSWILLIAMS:morningsir

MANDLA:morningma



Itwasweirdhowheallofasuddenstartedcalling

herma"shethought"

HetookastepwalkingoutbutthenMiacalledhim

MIA:babe

Helookedbackatherpuffyfaceandsighed

MANDLA:whatnow?

MIA:pleaseletssitdownandtalk

MANDLA:'ihavenothingtosaytoyou,andplease

stopnaggingmebecauseIalreadyhavealotonmy

plate.Justsignthedamnpapers

MIA:I.wontsignthem



MANDLA:okay

Heturnedaroundwalkingawaybutstoppedhalfway

asMiatearedthepapersintotwohalfs

MANDLA:(calmly)okay,Iwillconvincemyselfthatit

wasjustamistake,thatyoudidn'treallymeanto

tearthemupandbringanotherpaperstomorrowfor

youtosignthemandthatwillbeyourlastchance

okay

MIA:(rolledhereyes)

MANDLA:(calmly)trustme,youdon'twanttosee

meangrybecauseyouwouldn'tlikeit,,soplease

treadcarefully

Hesaidthatandturnedopeningupashewalked



outslammingthedoorbehind

MeanwhileMsWilliamslingeredaroundtryingto

makesenseofwhatjusthappenedandthenquietly

walkedtothekitchen

ATANUNDISCLOSEDLOCATION

Georgetriedclosinghiseyestossingandturning

thenwokeupholdinghisheadtryingtoblockthe

loudscreamsheheardthenhesuddenlyburstinto

laughtertakinghisclothesoffandwalkedtothe

kitchennaked,hiseyeswonderedaroundlikeamad

manthenheroughlyopenedthefridgelookingatthe

foodinexcitement

GEORGE:Woodlawn,somuchfood,Iswearivenever

seensuchnicefoodbefore



Hesatdownwithhisbutonthecoldfloorand

startedtakingeverythingoutofthefridgeeating

fast,,hegrabbedacoldrussianandlookedatit

swingingitinairandlaughing

GEORGE:(laughing)hahahahhahaha.....thislooks

likemycock

Hesaidthatashegrabbedhisprivatepartsand

broughttherussianclosercomparingthem

GEORGE:yeiiibutthisonehasice,,hahaha,letmetry

toreconnectittomybody,Ithinkitfell,hahaha

Hesaidthatlaughingandstoodupbendingonhis

kneesandshovedtherussianbetweenhisbuttand

stooduptighteninghisbutt,hetriedwalkingbutthe

coldrussianfelldownsohelaughedandpickeditup

throwingitintohismoutheating



GEORGE:mhmbutthisoneisnice,,haha

Hejumpedupanddownincelebrationashisprivate

partsswingedtotheleftandright

GEORGE:wuuuhhh,,Ihavealotoffood

Hecontinuedeatinglaughingandtalkingtohimself...

BACKINTHAILAND

Shefinisheddressingupashepatientlywaited

GRACE:umdone

MARTIN:okayletsgo



GRACE:alright

Theyquietlywalkedoutandgotinhiscarthendrove

offbeforeheclearedhisthroatandbrokethe

silence

MARTIN:howoldareyou

GRACE:24

MARTIN:okay

GRACE:andyou,howoldareyou?

MARTIN:um30

Fewminuteslaterhearrivedatthebrothelandshe

hoppedoutwalkinginsideashesadlylookedather



thendroveoff.....

#

#

#
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Hewalkedoutofthegateholdinganotherrussian

andbentshovingitbetweenhisbuttandtightened

upcarefullytryingtowalkthenitfelldown,hepicked

itupagainandshoveditinsideandtriedwalkingas

helookedbacktokeepaneyeontherussianbutit

fellagainaspeoplelookedathimlaughingand

takingvideos.heangryfilledhishandswithsoil

throwingittheirdirectionbutwindblewitbacktohis

sideasitgotinhiseyestemporarilyblurringhis

vision,hekneltdownrubbinghiseyesthenstoodup



andangrilychargedatthemthentheyrunaway

GEORGE:stupidmorons,whataretheylaughingat

Heclickedhistongueandcontinuedwalkingashis

privatepartsswingedfromlefttorightthenhe

stoppedspottingaDustinbesidetheroadand

walkedoverwideninghismarbleeyes

GEORGE:yeeeeeppiee.....morefood

Hepickedthetakeawaywithrottendumplingsand

crushedchickenbonesthensatdowndiggingin

GEORGE:mhmmyummy

Hewentforthecrushedboneandthrewitinhis

mouthchewingfastasitpiercedthroughhistongue



andhebled,likenothinghappenedhecontinued

shovingthedumplingsinhisbloodymoutheating,as

soonashewasdonehethrewthecontaineraway

standingupgoingbackhome...

MeanwhileThembadroveinlookingatthe

unfamiliarnakedmansurprised,hesteppedout

walkingtowardshimandtappedhisshoulderas

Georgelookedbackthenhismouthdropped

THEMBA:George!Whatareyoudoing?

GEORGE:whoareyou,areheretogivememorefood?

THEMBA:ohshitGeorge,whathappened

GEORGE:(surprised)George,WhoisGeorge?My

nameisGrace,yesIamGrace.Idon'tknowany

George,didhesayhestayshere,,hahahhahano



GeorgetrickedyoubecauseIlivealonewithmyfood

HeburstintolaughterlaughingatMandlawhilehe

shookhisheardcompletelyshockedbytheturnof

eventsandtectedMia

Typing.......

THEMBA:wehavetomeet,wanttoshowyou

something

MIA:okay,alittlebusyrightnow,willtellyouwhen

umfree

THEMBA:alrightcool

Heclickedthecameratabandtookavideoofthe

laughingnakedGeorgethenGeorgelookedatthe



phonesmiling

GEORGE:woooooohhhh,,,thislookslikethetoyinmy

house

Hequicklysnatcheditandlookedatthescreen

laughing

GEORGE:look,look,Icanseeyoushoesinsidethetoy

HemovedthephoneclosertoThemba'sfacebut

thecamerawasnowfocusedonthecar

GEORGE:yeepieeandyourcar,hahaha

Thembasnatcheditbackandturnedwalkingtohis

carspeechless,hehoppedinandreversedthecar

drivingawayinapoolofthoughts.



ATMANDLA'SOFFICE

Miamisoftlyknockedandopenedthedoorthenher

eyeslandedonMandlawhosemindseemedmiles

away

MIA:(waved)hello!

Hesnappedoutofthetrainofthoughtsandsat

uprightfacingher

MIA:canwetalk?

MANDLA:okaytalk

MIA:Iloveyoualotandnotreadytoloseyou



Hewithnoemotionslookedintohereyes

MANDLA:butIdon'tloveyouMia,Ineverdidand

neverwill,,andyouknowit,youknowweonlygot

marriedbecauseIneededtobuildmybrandandbe

areputablebusinessman,youknowitwasallformy

empire,ithasneverbeenaboutyouorlove

Tearsfelldownuncontrollablyasshesobbed

MIA:pleaseletsjustcarryonlikewehavebeen,isit

thesex?IfyouarenothappywithhowIhavebeen

submittinginbedyoucantellmeandIwillfixit

please

MANDLA:justsignthepapersMia

MIA:(teary)pleasestopsayingthat,Ibegyoujusttell

mewhatyouwantandI'lldoit,iddoanythingto



makeusworkrightnow,please...

MANDLA:anything??

MIA:yesanythingyouwant

MANDLA:Iactuallydowantsomethingbut

unfortunatelyitssomethingyoucan'thelpwith

MIA:(listeningattention)pleasejustsayitandIwill

doit

MANDLA:(calm)Grace,IwantGracecanyoufind

her?

Mia'seyespoppedoutasherheartbeatraisedand

herthroatdried



MANDLA:see??Itoldyouitsbeyondyourcontrol

didn'tI?Nowpleaseexcusemeandfindyourway

outandohhtheblackcard,Iwantit

Sheangrilystormedoutthenpassedbythe

receptionandwalkedtohercar..

FewminuteslatershegothomeandfoundMs

Williamsinthekitchenbusymoppingandgavehera

deathstare

MIA:IswearIamgoingtokillyousickold

woman,thisisallyourfault

MsgWilliamsturnedsurprisedasMiachargedather

andpulledherdoekoffthenyankedhergreyhairas

shelostbalanceandslippedonthewetfloor,Mia

bentdownpickingthebusketofwaterwaterand

splasheditallherbodyandshegaspedforair

rubbingherface



MIA:nowthat'sforbringingyourskankofa

daughterinmyhousebecausenowmyhusband

cantgetoverher,youdestroyedmymarriageyou

uglysickoldwoman

MSWILLIAMS:whatareyoutal-.....

Sheinterruptedherbyahotslaponherfaceasshe

tearfullyheldhercheek

MIA:yes,sincehervisitationmyhusbandcompletely

changedanditsyourfault,,hecantstopthinking

aboutherandisevendeterminedtofindher

becauseofyou

Shesaidthatreleasingherfoottowardsherand

kickedheronthestomachasshefelldown

breakingdownintotearsandgoingdownmemory

lanerememberingthedayherdaughtercame



there,theevilstareMiagaveherandhowMandla

wasallovertheplace

Butstillshehasbeenworkingforthemforalong

timeandithadalwaysbeenclearthattherewasno

lovebetweenthem,shehadnoticedhowMandlahad

alwaysbeencoldtowardsher"shethought"then

criedsilently

MIA:getout,Idon'teverwanttoseeyourfaceher

MsgWilliamsstoodupgrabbingherlongwetdress

andsqueezedinherhanddryingitthendraggedher

achingweakbodytotheloungetakingherhandbag

MIA:(shouting)Isaidout,whereareyougoing

now,huh?

Shequietlyhungthebagonhershouldersand

slowlylimpedoutclosingthedooronherwayout

thenMiabentmoppingthewetfloorbreathing



heavily

INTHAILAND

Jodywalkedintoherroomandsmiled

JODY:mhm...itmusthavebeenagreattimewith

Martin,umhappybecausehepaidusmorekeepup

thegoodwork

GRACE:(smiled)

JODY:butnowyouhavetogetready,youhave

anotherclienttonight

GRACE:butJo-...

Heinterruptedherlandingahotslaponherface



JODY:shutup!Whendidyougrowsomeballs,since

whendoyoutalkback,IthinkIhavebeentoonice

andnowyouaretoocomfortable

Hesaidthatpullingherhairandlandedastrong

blowonherback

JODY:youareluckyyouhaveaclientinanhour

otherwiseIwouldrearrangeyourfaceyoulittle

tramp..

HeclickedhistongueandwalkedoutasGrace

silentlycrieddragginghertiredsoultothecloset

lookingforthebestoutfitforthenight...

2DAYSLATER.....

#

#



#
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Twodayslater.....

Mandlatookhisbagreadytoleavebutthen

thoughtfullywentbacktothemasterbedroom

MANDLA:whereisMsWilliams,shehaven'tbeen

comingtoworksincethepasttwodays

MIA:(shruggedhershoulders)Idon'tknow

MANDLA:okay,canIhavethepapers?



MIA:(keptquiet)

MANDLA:okay,umgoingtoworkandyouhave

exactlyeighthourstosignthem

HewalkedoutasMiasighedsadlythen

rememberedThemba'smessageandtextedhim

Typing.....

MIA:heyumfreesoletsmeet

THEMBA:alrightwhere

MIA:Spurintwohours?

THEMBA:alrightsure



ATTHEBROTHEL

Graceslowlywalkedinherroomashercookiewas

onfire,thepreviousnight'sclientwasalotroughand

leftanumberonhercookiemoresothatitbled..she

slowlysatdownwithherlegswideapartthenbowed

herheadpraying

GRACE:LordIhumblemyselfbeforeyou,forgiveme

forIblamedyouformymisfortune,forgivemefor

beingoflittlefaith,todayIcomebeforeyouand

surrendermydestinyintoyourhandsforIknowand

believethatourwaysarenotyourways,ourplans

arenotyourplans,fatherLordIbelieveinyourtime

foritissaidinyourwordthatGod'stimeisthebest

time,itsyouwhoonlyknowswhyumheretodayas

yousaidinyourwordthatbehindeverythingthereis

areason,Ibelieveyouhadareasonforallowingme

tocomehereandyouonlyknowswhenyouwillset

mefreebutLordgivemestrengthhopeandcourage



whileIwaitinJerusalemin.......(brokedowncrying)

themightynameoftheLordJesusChristIpray.

AMEN

Shefinishedtheprayerwithhervoiceshakingthen

coveredherfaceandburstintotearscryingasher

friendwhohadbeeneavesdroppingwalkedin

FRIEND:(softly)heyhowareyoufeeling

Sheraisedherheadrubbinghertearsasshesobbed

GRACE:(shakyvoice)itstillhurts

FRIEND:umsosorry,letmegogetyouwarmwater

andhelpmassageyou..

Fiveminuteslater...



FRIEND:(walkingin)whereisyourbathcloth

GRACE:(pointing)there

SheextendedherhandtakingitasGracecarefully

tookoffhertrouserandlaydownonherback

spreadingherlegsthenherfrienddippedtheclothin

lukewarmwaterandgentlymassagedthewounded

partassheflinched

GRACE:ouch

FRIEND:sorry,umtryingtobegentlebuthereally

tearedyouupsoitsgoingtohurt,trytobestrong,um

sureyouwillfeelbetterafterthis

GRACE:(clenchedherteeth)okay



MeanwhileJodywalkeddownthepassageandtook

aturngettinginGrace'sroom

JODY:Grace

Shejumpedsittinguprightandfacedhimhidingher

breasts

JODY:(laughedsarcastic)whatareyouhiding,I

meanthereisnothingIhaven'tseenthere

BOTH:(keptquiet)

JODY:getready,youhaveanotherclientintwohours

GRACE:okay



JODY:yes,makeitsnappybecauseitsMartin,I

wouldn'twanttomakehimangryanddontforgetto

insertthosepillsdownthere

GRACE:okay

Hesteppedoutastheylookedintoeachother'seyes

withtearsstreamingdown

FRIEND:imsosorry,Ijustdon'tknowwhyhe

overworksyoumorethantherestofushere

GRACE:itsokay,letmegetreadybecauseifIamlate

thenhewillbecomeviolent

Sheslowlygotoffthebedlimpingasthepain

betweenherlegswasunbearable...



FRIEND:letmehelpyoubathbecauseIdoubtyou

willbeabletobendordoanythinginthat

excruciatingpain

Gracegotoverwhelmedandlookedatherbursting

intotearsandfellinherarms,shehuggedhertightly

andrubbedherback

FRIEND:itsgoingtobeokay,justbestrong

Gracepulledoutofthehugrubbinghertearsand

lookedatheremotionally

GRACE:thankyouforeverything,youhavebeen

nothingbutgoodtome,youarealwaysthereto

comfortandhelpme,Iwillforeverbegrateful

FRIEND:(pinchedhercheeksplayfully)ohhcomeon

now,,stopbeingababy



Theybrieflylaughedandcontinuedgettingready...

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

heworryinglytookouthisphonedialingMsWilliams

butherphonerangunansweredthenhegrabbedhis

carkeysmakinghiswayout

Thirtyminuteslater....

Heknockedonherdoorandsherepliedwithafaint

voice

MSWILLIAMS:comein

MANDLA:hey,areyoufine?



MSWILLIAMS:I'mfine

Hewalkedcloserandnoticedawoundonherupper

lip

MANDLA:whathappenedtoyourlip?

Sheburstintotearsashesatdownrubbingherbag

MANDLA:itsOkayma,justtellmewhathappened

MSWILLIAMS:nothinghappened,I..Ifell

MANDLA:ohh,isthatwhyyouhaven'tbeencoming

towork?

MSWILLIAMS:nomadamfiredmetwodaysagobut

pleasedonttellherItoldyou



MANDLA:(angrily)what?

MSWILLIAMS:yes,pleasedontsayanythingto

her,shewillgetreallymadatmeifyoudo

Mandla'sangerdoubledashelookedatMsWilliams

frightenedfaceandconnectedthedots

MANDLA:whathappenedtoyourlipagain?

MSWILLIAMS:Ifellandhurtmylip

MANDLA:okayletsgobackhome,I'lltalktoMia

MSWILLIAMS:(shaking)no,Ican'tgothere,Icant,I

dontwanttomakeherevenmoreangrybecauseI

knowshewontbehappytoseeme,justgopleaseI'll



findanotherjob

Shestoodupandtriedwalkingbutalmostfellasher

kneehurtthenMandlabentcomingforherrescue

andhelpedhersitdown

MANDLA:(calm)ohhsoyoudidn'tonlybreakyour

lip,youalsohurtyourkneesintheprocessoffalling

huh?

Shelookeddownnotsureofwhichbetter

explanationtogivethenMandlaturnedleaving

MSWILLIAMS:(weeping)pleaseGod,dontlethim

confronther,shewillcomefinishmeoff,pleaseGod

TWOHOURSLATERATSPUR



MiapulledthechairandsatdownfacingThemba

readytohearhimout

MIA:umherenow,whatsgoingon

Thembapushedhisphonetohersideandshe

pickeditwatchingthenakedcrazyGeorge

MIA:what?

THEMBA:yep,that'swhatIwantedyoutosee

MIA:soyoudruggedhim

THEMBA:hellno!WhywouldIdothat,thisguyis

runningmad,Ithinktheguiltdrovehimtoinsanity

MIA:whatifhetalks?



THEMBA:no,I.don'tthinkheisofanythreat

becausehedoesn'tevenremembermyname,let

alonehisname,hekeptonreferringtohimselfas

Grace

MIA:Grace?Nonowthatsaproblem

THEMBA:Idon'tthinksobecausenoonewilltake

anythinghesaysseriousbesides,heisn'tsaying

muchsohecan'tbemuchofathreat

MIA:noThemba,youwillhavetokillhim

THEMBA:hellnoMia,Iamnotkillinganyone

MIA:Istillhavethephotos,Ididn'tdeletethem

becauseIknewtheywouldcomeinhandyoneday

soyouhavenochoicerightnow



THEMBA:Ican'tdoit

MIA:youwillhavetoplusMandlaisalready

divorcingmesoyousee?Idon'thavemuchtolose

here

THEMBA:great!Umgladheisfinallydivorcingyou

becauseyouareadesperatepieceofshitand

"surprise!"Ialsodontgiveadamnwhetheryoushow

himthosephotosornot..trustmeIalwaysknewI

can'ttrustyoutodeletethemandlongbeenready

forthisday..sodowhateverthatmakesyouhappy

butbearinmindthathethenwontonlydivorceyou

buthewillkillyouafterIsinglikeabird.

Hestoodupandfixedhisjacketcollarandreached

forhiswineglassgulpingitdownwithhiseyesstill

fixedonhersthenroughlyplacedtheglassonthe

tableandgaveheramiddlefingerwalkingout....



MIA:dammit!

Shenervouslybithernailsandgrabbedherbag

swingingherEnglishfigureaway....

#

#

#
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Miaroughlyopenedthedoorandstoppedasher

eyesfellonMandla'sseriousface

MIA:umm..heyyouarehomeearlytoday



Hestoodupandtookbabystepstowardsherthen

releasedhishandlandingahotslaponherfaceand

yankedherhairdragginghertothebedroomasshe

screamed

MIA:pleasestop,youarehurtingme

Hekickedthebedroomdooropenandthrewpushed

heronthebedthenpulledachairandsatdown

foldinghisarmswithhiseyesfixedonhers

MIA:(crying)whyareyoudoingthis?Youhurtmy

knees

MANDLA:umgonnaaskyoutwoquestionsandyou

shouldthinklongandhardbeforereplyingbecauseI

wantnothingbutthetruth



MIA:(teary)okay

MANDLA:whathappenedtoMrsWilliamsfaceand

knees?

MIA:(shruggedhershoulders)Idon'tknow

MANDLA:okay,letstrythelastone.WhydidMs

Williamsmissworkforthepasttwodays

MIA:Idon'tknow

MANDLA:(laughedindisbelief)soyouthinkthisisa

jokehuh?

Hestoodupandangrilypulledherhairanddragged

hertothelounge



MANDLA:leave!

MIA:what?

MANDLA:youheardme,Isaidgetout!

MIA:(teary)butIhavenowheretogo

MANDLA:ohhandtheblackcard

Hewalkedbacktotheirbedroomandsearchedfor

herhandbagthenopenedittakingherwalletout

lookingfortheblackcard,hesawitandsliditinhis

backpocketwalkingbackbutstoppedatthedooras

thepapersonthedressingtablecaughthis

attention,hethenmadeaturngettingthemandleft

ashiseyesfellonthetearyMia



MIA:(crying)wherewouldIgo?

MANDLA:(angrily)Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare,just

domeafavorandsignthisdamnpapersthenget

thehelloutofhere,Idon'teverwanttoseeyourface

again

MIA:Iwon'tsignthem

Helostitandquicklyraisedhisarmslappingher

withthebackofhishandthenbloodoozedfromher

nose

MANDLA:stopmakingthisharderthanitalreadyis

becausetrustmeIamnotangryrightnow,ifIwasto

showyoumyangrysidethenyouwouldn'tlivetotell

thetailsojustdoyourselfafavorandsignthe

papersthengetyourfaceoutofhere



MIA:butIcan-.....

Heinterruptedher

MANDLA:shutthefuckupanddowhatIsaid,I

decidedtoletwhatyoudidtoMsWilliamsslideso

stoppushingme

Miarubbedhertearsandthebloodonhernoseand

lookedathim

MIA:soyoureallythinkgettingridofmewouldbe

thateasyhuh?

MANDLA:IamwarningyouMiaandI'veonlybeing

nicetoyoubecauseyouweremywifeandIdon't

wanttohurtyousostopprovokingmebecauseyou

wontlikewhatyouwillsee,believeyoume



Miaangrilysnatchedthedivorcepapersthenteared

themandthrewthemonthefloorasthesmall

piecesscatteredaround

MIA:there!Itearedthemupagain,sowhatareyou

goingtodonow,givemeuptoyourhuman

traffickingLordshuh?

Mandla'sheartskippedashisbloodrushedbecause

thatwasunexpected,hewastotallysurprisedbythe

nowrealisation

MIA:yes,Iknowallaboutyourdarksecrets,didyou

thinkwe'dbemarriedforthislongandIwouldn'tfind

outaboutyourdirtydealings?Wellsurprise!!

Mandlakeptquietstaringinhereyesashismindran

around



MIA:(laughedsarcastic)socatgotyourtonguenow

MrMathews,yousuddenlycan'ttalkhuh?

Mandlacontinuedstaringinhereyescompletely

shockedashismindwonderedaroundtryingto

connectthedots,hetriedmakingsenseofhowshe

could'vefoundbuttonoavail.hisbodysuddenly

tightenedandhequicklyrushedoutresistingthe

edgetotransformbecausehedidn'twanttohurther

yet....

Miawenttoclosethedoorandturnedfoldingher

armsandtappedherfootonthefloorsmiling

becausesheactuallythoughtshenowhashimby

theballs

MIA:(toherself)Igotyounowcowboy..

Shesaidthatsmilingandwalkedtothecouch

throwingherselfonitandcrossedherlegsfeeling

big



INTHAILAND

Heopenedthedoorandmovedmakingwayfor

GracetostepinthenheclosedthedoorasGrace

walkedintryinghardnottoshowsheisinpain

MARTIN:alrightyoucansitoverthere,areyou

hungry

Gracenoddedslowlysittingdowncarefulnottohurt

herselfthenMartinhandedheralargeboxofpizza

MARTIN:here

Sheraisedhereyestakingtheboxandsmiled

GRACE:thankyou



MY:UmmyoumustbecoldsoI'llgogetyou

somethingwarm

HedisappearedinthepassageasGracesmiled

gratefulforthepizzabecauseitssomethingshe

hadn'thadinalongtime.

Twominuteslater..

MARTIN:here,keepwarmbecauseitscold

Hegaveherthecleanandsoftwhiteblanketandshe

coveredupanddiggedintoherpizzawhilehesat

downpickingtheremote

MARTIN:whatwouldyouliketowatch?



GRACE:(surprised)huh?

MARTIN:thechannel?

Hermindwonderedaroundasshewasstilltryingto

makesenseofeverythingthatjusthappened,allthe

friendlygesturesweretotallyunexpectedbecause

allsheisusedtoisbeingpickedupbyrandommen

atthebrothel,drivetothenearesthotelortheir

houseswheretheyalwaysshootstraighttothe

bedroomandhaveroughsexwithhersatisfying

themselvesthentakeherbagwithoutofferingher

evenasimplemeal...

MARTIN:(snappedhisfingersonherherface)Grace!

GRACE:(mouthful)huh?Ohhanythingisokay

MARTIN:alright



ShecontinuedasMartinlookedatherinnocent

prettyfaceinadmiration.....

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

Hewalkedtotheporchwithbothhishandsinthe

pocketsandlookedupslippingintoatrainof

thoughts,,histhroatdriedthenheswallowedhard

thinkingofthewayhebetrayedhisfriend,,yes,he

wasbeingblackmailedbutthat'snotreasonenough

tojustifywhathedid...andthefactthatMiawill

neverreallystopblackmailinghimwasnotmaking

thingsanyeasierforhimbecauseheWillforeverbe

indebtedtohersoconfessingwastheonlybest

escapeplanrightnowplusseeingMandlabreaking

downwasn'tapleasingsighttohim..hetookhis

phoneoutandtextedhim

Typing......



THEMBA:heyman,canwemeetIwanttotellyou

something

Hepressedsendbuthisphoneranginterrupting

him....

THEMBA:hello

MIA:ummhey,,,youcanrelax,youdonthavetokill

GeorgebecauseIgotthis?

THEMBA:what?

Sheimmediatelyhungupleavinghimconfused

THEMBA:shit!



Hequicklylookedathisphonecheckingifthe

messagewasdeliveredthensighedinrelieflooking

atthe"notsent"notification..

BACKINTHAILAND

GRACE:thankyou,itwasreallynice

MARTIN:mypleasure...ummGrace

GRACE:huh

MARTIN:Icouldn'thelpbutnoticehowyoucarefully

satdownandyouwerelimpingwhenwegothere

eventhoughyoutriedhardtohideit...

Shelookeddownsadly



MARTIN:doyouperhapsneedpainkillers

GRACE:(nodded)

MARTIN:okayletmegogetthem

Minutelaterhecamecarryingthemandtookaglass

fillinginwaterandgaveher

MARTIN:here

Shetooktheglassandthepillsandtookone

throwingitinhermouththengulpeddownthewater

GRACE:thankyou

MARTIN:(softly)itsokay



Heputtheglassawayandsatnexttoher

MARTIN:Ithinkyoushouldliedownbecauseum

sureseatingdownforalongtimehurts

Shelookedupathimlostforwords..

GRACE:okaythankyou

MARTIN:youcanputyourlegsonthecouchandlay

yourheadonmythighsthenwewatchTV

GRACE:okay

Sheputherlegsonthecouchlayingherheadonhis

thighsashehelpedherwiththeblanketcoveringher

upthentheyquietlyfixedtheireyesonthe



screen........

#

#

#
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INTHEEVENING

MandlaknockedonThemba'sdoorandheopened

upthenhisheartskippedastheireyesmet,hewith

nolucktriedtoreadhisfacethensteppedaside

makingwayforhimtopass

MANDLA:(calm)Miaknows



THEMBA:huh?

MANDLA:sheknowsaboutmysidehustle

THEMBA:(actingsurprised)what?

MANDLA:yes,Ijustdontknowhowbutsheknows

THEMBA:(curious)umm...didshetellyouandwhat

exactlydidshesay?

MANDLA:notmuch,sheonlywentonandonabout

howsheknowsmydarksecretsandshementioned

thetraffickingandIdidn'taskheranythingbecause

shecaughtmeoffguardsoIleft

THEMBA:(abitrelieved)yohmanthisishectic,I



meanhowdidshefindoutreally?

MANDLA:that'swhatumtryingtofindout,didyou

maybebumpintoherintownandsaysomething?

THEMBA:what?OfcoursenotandbesidesIhaven't

seenherinawhile

MANDLA:(sighed)'yeahofcourse,umsorryforeven

askingyouthatbecauseIknowyouwouldn'tbethat

stupid

THEMBA:itsfineman,sowhatsnext?

MANDLA:(scratchedhishead)Idon'tknowbecause

Ihonestlydontwanttohurther,Ithoughtdivorcing

herwouldbegoodforherbecauseIwantedtofree

herfromalovelessmarriagebutnosheisjustbeing

difficultandchoosingthehardwayout



THEMBA:thisisreallyfuckedupnow

MANDLA:yeahhey,anyways,you'vebeenquitelately

whatup?

THEMBA:uhhnothingmuchreallysincewecleared

allorderssoI'vebeenjusthomeandnowturnsout

I'llbehomeforlongbecauseitsgoingtotakea

whilebeforewemakeamovesincenowthereis

"Mia"

MANDLA:wellyeah...ImeanmaybeI'llhavetosort

heroutanddoabitofaskingtoseehowmuchshe

knows

Themba'sheartbeatfasterashewasn'tsure

whetherMiasellhimoutthenheforamoment

slippedintodeepthoughtsthenMandlawavedhis

handbeforehisface



THEMBA:huh?

MANDLA:whattheHelldude?Didyouevenhear

whatIjustsaid?

THEMBA:(breathedheavily)Haishman,umjust

worriedaboutthiswholeMiathingbecauseitsgoing

toslowdownthebusinessandwhoknows,she

mightevenfillthepoliceinonthewholeoperation

MANDLA:(calm)nah,don'tworryaboutthat,allmy

businessesareprotected,evenifshestartssinging

noonewilllistentoherletalonebelieveher,KGtried

thatwiththosestupidjournalistsbutitdidn'tget

themanywhere

THEMBA:whatdoyoumeanprotected?



MANDLA:(brieflysmiled)justdontworryaboutthe

policebecauseIhavethemallinmypalm..imjust

interestedinknowingwhothesnitchisbecause

someonedefinitelysaidsomethingtoMiaandthe

questioniswho,ormaybeshefollowedmedown

theresoasofnowthereareonlytwopossibilities

andIwillgettothebottomofthis

Thembagotmorescaredandoverworkedhismind

tryingtothinkofabetterplantochangehismind

aboutdiggingformoreinformation

THEMBA:wellyeahyouarerightaboutthetwo

possibilitiesbutmaybeyoushouldjustletherbeor

punishherbecauseIthinkmaybeshefollowedyou

totheoperationspotplusmymenwouldn'treally

sayanything,Itrustthem

MANDLA:yahmaybe..(lookedathiswristwatch)

yohmanitslateletmegohome,Ihadalongday



THEMBA:sureman

Theyfistbumpedasheturnedwalkingoutand

closedthedoorbehindhimthenThembaquickly

tookhisphoneouttextingMia..

Typing...

THEMBA:whatth....

Heerasedthemessageonsecondthoughts

becausehewasthinkingmaybeshewilltakelongto

seethemessageorreplyhimthendialedher

MIA:.whatasurprise!

THEMBA:dammitMia!Areyoureallythatstupidor



youarejusttryingtogetuskilled?

WhyonearthwouldyoutellMandlathatyouknow

aboutthehumantraffickingbusiness?

MIA:ohhcomeon..Iwasjusttooangryandit

slippedoutbutImustsayitreallyendedwell

THEMBA:endedwell?

MIA:(smiling)yep,youshould'veseenhim

panicking,hecouldn'tevensayanythingandhe

literallyjuststoodtherelikeastatuethenstormed

out

THEMBA:(sarcasticlaugh)Mandlascared?Ithink

youtotallylostitbecauseniggawasjusthereall

calmandshit,helookedlikesomeonewhohasitall

undercontrolsoifIwereyou,Iwouldquicklygetmy

bagsandrunformylife



MIA:(smiling)ohhrelax,youreallylikegivinghim

waytoomuchcredit,Imeanwhatmorecanhedo

nowbecausehedoesn'thaveachoicesohewill

havetodancetomytuneanddoasIsayifhe

doesn'twantmetospillthebeansandendhis

luxuriouslife,becauseIcandothatwithintheblink

ofaneye

THEMBA:ngng...dontsayIdidn'twarnyoubecause

Icanseejusthowsomuchdeterminedyouareso

justdon'tbringupmynameupwhenthegoinggets

toughbecauseIwarnedyou..

Hehungupandthrewhisphoneonthetablesighing

frustrated

MEANWHILEINTHAILAND

Gracelookedatthescreenashereyeslashes



becameheavythensheeventuallydozedoff..

MARTIN:Grace

Therewasnoresponsesohebentlookingather

faceandrealizedshewasasleepthencarefully

movedherheadstandingupandtookacushion

thengentlylayherheadonit....hewalkedtothe

bathroomandbrushedhisteeththenmadehisway

tothebedroomchangingintohissleepwearbefore

comingbackforGraceandshookher

MARTIN:(softly)Grace

GRACE:(sleepy)hmmm....

MARTIN:wakeup



Sheslowlyopenedhereyesandrubbedthem

lookingaround

GRACE:huh?

MARTIN:Letsgotobed,itsalreadylatenow

GRACE:okay

Sheslowlywalkedbehindhimmakingtheirwayto

thebedroomasherthroatsuddenlydriedupandher

heartbeatraisedthinkingaboutthepainfulwounds

onherprivatepartsandnowsheknewitwastimeto

serveandpleaseMartinbecausethereisnowayhe

wouldn'twantsex...shesighedandpreparedherself

emotionallyforthepainsheisabouttoendure

MARTIN:I'llgiveyoumyt-shirtsothatyoucanputit

onsinceyoudidn'tbringyoursleepwear



GRACE:okay

HewalkedtotheclosetasGracenervouslytookoff

allherclothesthenhewalkedbackandhandedit

over

MARTIN:take

Sheslowlytookitnotsureifshewastowearitnow

oritsmeantforafterthedeedsoshetookitand

lookedathimconfused

MARTIN:(laughing)aren'tyougoingtowearthat?

GRACE:ohh....

Sheputonthebaggycleanwhitet-shirtasMartin



pulledthesheetsoffgettinginsidethenshefinished

upandfollowedsuit

Helookedtohersideandsmiledadmiringher

flawlessskin

MARTIN:youhaveaverysmoothandclear

skin,whatdoyouuseonyourface?

GRACE:(brieflysmiled)ummvaseline,Jodybuysus

allvaselineandmakeupofwhichweonlyusewhen

meetingupwiththeclients

MARTIN:butyouneverwearmakeup

GRACE:yes,IchoosenottobecauseIdon'tlike

makeup



MARTIN:'ohhbutyoureallyarebeautifulwithout

makeupbecauseyouareanatural,Ilikedhowyou

slightlyappliedthatshinythingonyourlipsonour

firstmeeting,youshouldnormalizeapplyingit

becauseitjustincreasesyourbeautyandyourlips

lookedsojuicy,itsalipglossright

GRACE:(smiled)yes,thankyou

Itwentawfullyquietastheystartedintoeachother's

eyesthenMartinclearedhisthroatbreakingthe

silence.

MARTIN:umm...canIaskyousomethingpersonal?

GRACE:Okay

MARTIN:howdidyouenduphere?



Tearsformedatthecornersofhereyesasshewent

downmemorylane,shetriedhardtoholdinthe

tearsbutfailedastheystartedflowingdownher

cheeksuncontrollably.Martinthenmovedcloserand

pulledherinhisarmsshushingherasshecried

hysterically

MARTIN:itsokay,pleasestopcryingandyouwilltell

meinthemorningsinceitbreaksyouthismuch..

Hehuggedhertightandrubbedherbag

MARTIN:(softly)itsfinepleasestopcryingandum

sorryforaskingyouokay,Iwasjustcuriousbutits

finenowyoudonthavetotellmenowokay

MEANWHILEATMANDLA'SHOUSE

heopenedthedoorandwalkedinpassingMiawho



wasseatedcomfortablyandallrelaxedonthecouch

withherlegscrossedthenheadedtotheguests

bedroom,hegotinbutstuckhisheadoutlookingat

her

MANDLA:(calm)ifyouknowwhatsgoodforyou

thenyouwillgoandstartpackingyourbagsnow

andgetyourfaceoutofherefirstthinginthe

morning..Goodnight

Heslammedthedoorandtookhisclothesoff

gettinginbedasshestooduprollinghereyesonher

waytothemasterbedroom....

#
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Heslowlyopenedhiseyesandrubbedthemlooking

aroundthengotoffbedshootingstraighttothedoor

yawningandopeneduppassingthroughthe

passagethenhiseyesfellonthetoocomfortable

Miabusyhummingsongsinthekitchenpreparing

breakfastthenhisfacialexpressioninstantly

changed

MANDLA:whatareyoustilldoinghere?

MIA:(relaxed)ummakingbreakfast,wantsome?



MANDLA:IthoughtImadeitclearthatIdon'twant

toseeyourfaceheretodaybutitseemsyoureally

wantustogothehardway,Ihavebeenpatientwith

youbutallmypatienceendsrighthereandnow

MIA:(withattitude)Iamnotgoinganywheresoyou

bettergetusedtomypresencebecauseyouare

stuckwithmeForlifeMrMathews

Moreangerbuiltinhisheart..

MANDLA:(clenchedhisteeth)MiaIamwarningyou,

getoutbecauseyoureallywontlikewhatyouare

abouttosee

MIA:(foldingherarmswithattitude)Iam.sickof

youremptythreatsreally,justacceptdefeatand

cancelthiswholedivorcethingunlessofcourseyou

wantmetodial999andtellthepoliceeverything

aboutyourhumantraffickingbusinessandohhthe



blackcardhoney,bringitbecauseIhavealotof

shoppingtodo

MANDLA:(evillaugh)haaahaha..police?Ohhdont

wasteyourtimebecausethosearemypuppies,I

havecompelledthemsotheywon'tlistentoanyof

yourpettyaccusations,allyouhavetodonowis

saveyourselffromthetragedythatisabouttobefall

youMia

MIA:(withattitude)bluhbluh!theblackcardplease!

Hiseyesslowlychangedtogreenandpoppedoutas

hewentsilentthenMialookedtheotherway

unawareofthecurrentsituationandsheextended

herhandtowardshimopeningherpalmreadyto

takethecardandtappedherfoot

MIA:(stilllookingtheotherway)makeitquickhoney,

andwewilljusthavetocarryonlikewehavebeen



beforeyourstupidGraceappeared

HisheartskippedatthementionofGraceandmore

ragebuiltinhisheartthenhiswholebodytightened

readytoattackthenMiaturnedtohim

MIA:youar-...

Hermouthdroppedashereyeswidenedthenshe

staggeredbackwithsweatdrippingdownherface

andbreathingheavily,shelookedbackatthedoor

calculatingthedistancethentriedrunningoutbut

herfeetweretooheavysoshefellonherkneesas

thegreenandyellowhugesnakemoveditsheadup

tohertremblingfaceandwailedit'stongue

MIA:iyohhh!!!Mandlaasnake

Thesnakesquirmeditslargeshinyandslippery



bodytothedoorthencoileditsbodyandraisedits

headchangingcoloursfromgreentoyellowandred

asMiatearfullywatchedshaking,shetriedspeaking

buthervoicehadranflat

MIA:Mandl-...

Sheclosedhermouthbeforefinishingupwhatshe

wasabouttosayaftercomingtotheshocking

realisation,ithitherthatMandlawasnowheretobe

foundsoheprobablyisthesnake

MIA:(inhermind)what?

Shecriedhystericallyasthesnakesquirmedits

headtowardsheragainthenreleaseditstongue

spittingvenomonherfaceanditinstantlyturned

blackandbecamesohot,shefeltlikeherfacewas

onfireandscreamedherlungsout



MIA:iyoooooohhhhhmamaaaaa...

Zumbaloweredhisheadagainandspitthevenom

onhersmoothlighthandthenitquicklyturnedblack

achingsobadasZumbawidenedhismouthand

aimedforherheadthenstoppedhalfwayand

releasedhistonguelickingherfaceasshesobbed

inexcruciatingpain

MIA:mhhahhahhyouGodhelpme,helpme

Shecriedsoharduntilhertearsrandryandlistened

totheexcruciatingpainonherhandthenthehuge

snakewiggleditstailandraiseditsheadhighup

turningblack,withherheadlayingonthefloor,she

lookedupandlosthopeofeverwalkingoutalivebut

surprisinglythenowblackhugesnakesquirmedits

bodyoutofthekitchenanddisappearedintothe

passage



MIA:ahhhh

Shegruntedholdingontothefloorforsupportand

pulledherbodyupcarefulenoughnottohurther

achingswollenhand,shestoodupandtriedtouching

herfacebutcouldn'tfeelitsoshethentookbaby

stepslimpingoutthekitchenmakingherwaytothe

lounge,luckilyshesawhercarkeysonthetableand

benttakingthemandlimpedtothedoorwalkingout

asherwholebodywasonfire

INTHEPARKINGLOT

shelimpedoverandcountlesstimeslookedbackto

checkifthesnakewasonhertailthenshehurried

openingthecarbeforethrowingherachingbodyon

thecarseat,shelookedatherlefthandandher

wholebodygotgoosebumpsatthesightofthe

blacksmallwormssquirmingonheralmostrotten

hand,tearsstreameddowntemporarilyblurringher

visionthensheliftedherrighthandrubbingthemoff



andmovedhereyestotherearviewmirrorbuther

heartbrokeasshelookedatherdisorganizedface

withthemanysmallbrownwormswiggling

around,herearwasalsohurtasthevenomfellon

theside,sheburstintotearsthinkingabouthernow

damagedfaceandtheexcruciatingpainshewasin

MIA:(teary)ohhGod,,whyme?Why

Sherubbedhertearsoffandlookedatthefront

readytostartthecarbutherheartskippedasher

eyesmettheallblackhugesnakeinfrontofhercar

thenshepanickedsteppingontheacceleratorand

thecarspedoffinreversebumpingintoMandla's

brandnewC63thenshequicklyturnedthesteering

wheelchangingdirectionsandsawanescaperoute

thenspedoffandquicklypressedthegateremote

connectedtohercarkeysandthegateopenedas

shegotoutspeeding..

MeanwhileintheparkinglotZumbaloweredhis



bodymakingwayforMandlatoregainhisnormal

self

MANDLA:wooooh!

Helookedbackatthewigglingtailandtightenedup

thenitcoileditselfbackinhisbody

MANDLA:(smiling)nowthatwasn'thard

Hewalkeduptohisdamagedbrandnewcarand

brieflysmiledtouchingthedamagedarea

MANDLA:asmallpricetopayhuh?

Heturnedandwalkedbackintohismansionall

relaxedandmuchsenseofpeacethatembellished

hiscuteface....



ATTHAILAND

Martinwokeupandlookedaroundthenhiseyesmet

Grace'sflawlessprettyfacethenhesmiledin

admirationbeforepullingthesheetsoffand

carefullygotoutofbedandtiptoedthekitchen

whereheopenedthekitchenunitwide

MARTIN:wellwell.....whatdowehavehere

Heraisedhishandpickingspicesandafewother

itemsthenwalkedtothefridgetakingouteggsand

otherthingsmakingbreakfast..

MeanwhileinthebedroomGraceslowlyopenedher

eyesandrubbedherprettyfaceyawning,shelooked

tohissideandhewasn'ttheresoshespreadher

legsandbentlookingdownathernunuandscanned

thewounds,theywerenotasredasthepreviousday



andthepainwasfading

"Maybethosepillshelped"'shethought

Thensheclosedherlegsandbowedherhead

praying

GRACE:'heavilyLord,Ithankyouforgivingmea

chancetorestandhealforjustoneday,Idon'twant

tosaymuchbecauseyouknowmyheartdesires

andyoucanseemybleedingheartandIbelievethat

indeedgoodnessandmercyshallfollowmeforthe

restofmylife.Amen

Sheraisedherheadandhereyesfellonthe

eavesdroppingMartinwithatrayonhishandsthen

hewalkedoverputtingthetraydown

MARTIN:(smiling)soyoudopray?

GRACE:(smiling)yesalot,becauseitgivesmesome



senseofpeaceandhope

MARTIN:Hope?

GRACE:yeshope,thatonedayIwillberescuedand

gobackhome

MARTIN:ummokay,sowhereishome?

GRACE:Botswana

MARTIN:(eyespopped)shit!Thatslikesomany

countriesaway

GRACE:whatdoyoumean?

Isn'tthissouthAfrica?



MARTIN:no,youareinThailand

GRACE:butJodysaidweareinsouthAfricabutI

wasalwaysaskingmyselfquestionslookingatour

clientsbecausemostofthemarelight.

MARTIN:aww,umsorrytohearthat

GRACE:itsokay

MARTIN:Icanseetodayyouarefeelingalotbetter

GRACE:well..yes,maybeitstheprayerbecauseI

usuallyfeelrelievedandateaseafterpraying

MARTIN:okay,Ihopeyoudon'tmindtellingmehow

youcamehere,butitsokayifyoudontwanttotalkit



Gracesmiledlookingathim

GRACE:'itsokay

Shebreathedheavilyandstartedtalking

GRACE:George

MARTIN:(listening)yes

Iwasworkinginahotelthenonedaysomeguy

walkeduptomeandaskedforadvice,itwasweird

howhechosemebecauseyes,wewerecolleagues

butwehardlyspokeunlessifnecessarysothenhe

askedtomeetupafterwork,fastforwardtothat,we

metandheofferedmejuiceandthenboom!Iwoke

upinabrothelandsufferedatthehandofdifferent

men...



Shesighedandstoppedavoidingtogoallout

narratingeverythingbecausethatsapartshenever

wantstothinkabout,letalonetalkabout

MARTIN:don'tknowwhattosayhonestlybecause

thisissomethingI.wouldn'tevenwishonmyworst

enemy

GRACE:(smiled)dontfeelsorryforme

please,becauseifyoustartthenI'llbecomeall

emotionalandstartcryingbutthanksforlistening

MARTIN:itsokay

GRACE:(smiling)andthankyoufornothavingsex

withme,Iwasinpainandyougavemetimetoheal,I

willforeverbegratefulforyourkindness

Martinleanedoverandpulledherintohisarms



huggingherthenheslowlypulledoutastheireyes

locked,hisnosebrushedagainsthersthenhe

clearedhisthroat

MARTIN:umm..I.thinkweshouldeatnow

GRACE:(breathedout)ummyeah

Hetookthetrayandhandedherherfoodasthey

diggedin...

#

#

#itsshortIknow,sorryguys,hadabusyday

DON'TFORGETTOLIKETHEINSERTANDSHARE

[7/19,07:09]BLOODFORBLOOD

INSERT31

LATERTHATDAY



Theblisteringsunstruckthelonelystreetsofthe

cityasMandlaslowlydroveinthemallandparked

hisRangeRoverSportthenlookedathiswristwatch

checkingifhestillhavetimebeforehisnext

meeting,hesighedinreliefafterrealizingthathestill

haveanhourtogosohefixedtherearviewmirror

takingaglimpseofhiscuteflawlessfacethen

pulledasmirkrevealinghisfineevenlywhiteteeth

andthengrabbedhissunglassesandopenedthe

doorsteppingoutintheragingsun.Heclosedthe

doorlockingthecarthenraisedhishandJimIuphis

faceputtingonhisstylishguccisunglassesandand

walkedtotherestaurant.Headsturnedashis

colognespreadaroundandwomenlookedathim

admiringthehunkinhimwhisperingbuthe

maintainedaseriousfaceignoringthemuch

attentiondirectedtowardshim

LADY1:ohmyGosh!ThisMandlaguyisjusttoo

hot,kanaihleleekarebannababahabadifilimiwena,

boJamesbond,antseskono(ohMyGod,this



Mandlaguyisjusttoohot,hebelookinglikethe

guysinmovies,thelikesofJamesBond,andlooking

allclean)

GIRL2:youcansaythatagain,andheneverreally

flirtsorgiveswomenattentionnomaterhowmuch

wetrytogivehimsigns,keraahlemma,ihlelaa

gagametseelakabontlenyane(healwayslooks

seriousyetstillcute)

GIRL1:haimma.Akeregateheismarriedgolo

hale,(Iheardheismarried)

GIRL2:eeapparently,,,mmennammahlemmanka

moinaaelaelaantirisabotlhwasagoreaipeeye

pelokahaalemontlekateng,otlarerefetsaaboa

boelakogowifennamosstlabokesegautsitse.(I

swearI'dsubmitmybodytohimsothathesatisfies

himselfthengobacktohiswife,atleastI'dhave

tastedhim)



Theyburstintolaughterasheturnedandstepped

intospurbuthetookafewstepsbackseeinga

familiarface....

MANDLA:IswearIhaveseenthisguybefore

Hewalkedoverandstoppednexttothebarefooted

guydressedindirtytatteredclotheswithhisheadin

thedustbinbusysearchingintheplastics,hepicked

analmostfinishedyoghurtthathadfliesandstood

uprightsmilingbeforeopeninghismouthwide

emptyingthecontainerinhismouththenlickedhis

lipsinenjoyment.Mandlareleasedhishandand

tappedhimontheshoulders

MANDLA:hey

Helookedbackathimwithamessyfaceandthe

yoghurthadspreadalloverhismouthandnose



whilstthekinkydirtyandbushyhaironhishead

madehimlooklikeacompletelunatic.Hesmiledas

hislipspartedrevealinghisyellowteeththathad

smallmeatpiecesstuckinbetween.

MANDLA:what?

Hismouthdroppedrecognizinghimthenhewent

downmemorylanegettingtosixmonthsbackafter

Grace'sdisappearanceandthisrighthereistheguy

theyhadconfrontedandhandedtothepolice

MANDLA:(surprised)George!

GEORGE:(widenedhiseyes)who?

Mandlatookastepbackcoveringhismouth

becauseoftheawfulsmellcomingfromhim



MANDLA:George,whathappenedtoyou,Ihavebeen

lookingforyou

Hekeptquietfallingshortofwordsthenhiseyes

wentdownspottinghisdirtyfeetandwentuphis

bodylookingatthetattereddirtytrousersthat

revealedhisunshavedprivatepartsandandsighed

asGeorgeleanedover

GEORGE:didyousayGeorge

Hestartedlaughinglookingupinthesky

GEORGE:ohhhealsowantsGeorge,everyonewants

George,hahahahaha(lookedbackathim)hetricked

youbecauseIamnotGeorge

MANDLA:(confused)huh?



GEORGE:(laughing)hahahahah,doyouwanttoknow

myname?hahahhahaha

Heburstintolaughterandturnedaroundwalking

away

GEORGE:JocheJoche!Ketlalalakelapisitsweke

bathohlekaJoche(GeorgeGeorge,thispeopleare

naggingmeaboutthisGeorgeperson)

MANDLA:wait......

Mandlawalkedfasterbehindhimashesteppedon

theroadwithhisheaddownbeforeheknewthere

wasaloudbangingsoundandbloodsplashedall

overtheroadashisheadrolledtothesideofthe

roadwithbloodgushingfromtheneckthenhiseyes

turnedtothebackofhisheadasthedirtytongue

stuckout..Theloadedtruckstoppedafewfeetfrom

thebleedingheadlessandarmlesslifelessbody



thenMandlasigheddisappointedandheldhiswaist

watchingasmorepeoplegatheredaroundthescene

takingvideos

MAN1:hehbathonghlengkoloiyeee

kganetlheletsemothodipiecepiece(yohthiscar

brokehimintosmallpieces)

MAN2:aoshems,kemonnanyanawasetseno

ohlolangajamodidustbin(shame,itsthementally

unstableguywhousuallywalksaroundeatingfrom

thedustbins)

LADY1:mayhissoulrestinpeace,akohlelelonale

emisegotsaatiragaloeemasweyedivideo(please

stoptakingvideosofthistragedy)

Tenminuteslater...



Policearrivedinthesceneandtheotheronehurried

tothesideoftheroadandpickedthelifeless

bleedingheadupthenthrewitinablackplasticas

theotherpoliceofficersbentpickingdownthesmall

piecesofhisbodyontheroad,Mandlalookeddown

andhiseyesfellonGeorge'sbrokenarmsnearhis

feetthenhisbodytightenedupasZumbasensed

thebloodhencetriedtosurfacebutMandlaquickly

tookaturnwalkingawayfromthescene...

INTHAILAND

Gracesteppedoutoftheshowerwrappedinawhite

towelandwalkedtowards.Martinwhowaslaying

downthenshesatdownandliftedherleggently

applyingthebodylotionthenMartinturnedlooking

ather

MARTIN:Idontwantyoutogobackthere



Graceturnedlookingathimnotsureifsheheard

himwell

Grace:what?

MARTIN:Idon'twantyoutogobacktothebrothel

GRACE:butIcan'tstayhere,Jodywontagree

MARTIN:Iknowhewouldn'tbutIstilldon'twantyou

togobackthere,Iwanttoprotectyou

GRACE:butJodyWillcomeafteryou

MARTIN:yeahIknow

GRACE:(keptquiet)



MARTIN:butIreallywanttohelpyouescapeof

whichisgoingtobeveryhardsinceJodyhas

everyoneonhispayroll,policeincludedsowehaveto

treadcarefully

Hereyeswidenedasabitofjoyfilledher

heart,finallythesodarktunnelpromisedabitof

light,therewashopeafterall

GRACE:really,wouldyoudothatforme

MARTIN:yes,Idon'tknowwhyIfeelthewayIdo

becauseIamJody'slongtimeclient,trustmeI

boughtsomanygirlstosatisfymyselffromhimfor

thepastfewyearsbutyou-...everythingchangedthe

momentIlaidmyeyesonyou,Istartedhaving

consciousbecausebelieveyoume,Iwasn't

anywherenearroughonyouthatnight,honestly,um

notdifferentfromalltheotherruthlessmenyou



cameacrosshere,IusedtobuygirlsfromJodyand

didtheunthinkableontheirbodiesbecauseIfelt

entitledatthatmomentbutthenyoucameand

somethinginmechanged

Gracelookedathimfindingithardtobelieve

becauseallshesawinhimwas.asweetgentleand

kindsoul

GRACE:really?

MARTIN:(lookeddownashamed)yes

GRACE:butwhyme?

MARTIN:Idon'tknowbutallIsawinyoureyeswas

toomuchinnocenceandthesadnessyoucarriedin

youreyeswasn'tmakingthingseasier,Ijustcouldn't

bringmyselftohurtingyou



GRACE:ohhIsee

MARTIN:yes,andIhadahardtimethinkingaboutall

thegirlsIusedthepastfewyears,,theywouldcry

andbegformercybutIcouldn'tcarelessbutnowI

feeltheneedtohelpyouandmaybe,justmaybe

I.wouldbeabletoforgivemyselfforthetortureIput

thosegirlsthrough

Grace'seyeswelledupthinkingofthetimesthe

othermanhadtheirwaywithherbodywhenshe

couldn'tdoanythingbutremainedhelplessthen

Martinmovedcloserhuggingherandrubbedher

tears

MARTIN:itsokay,stopcrying,IknowIprobablyhita

nervebutitsgoingtobeokay,Ipromiseyou,Iam

goingtohelpyoubecauseIcan'twatchyougetting

usedandbreakingdown



GRACE:(lookedupinhiseyes)thankyousomuch,I

amsohumbledanddon'tevenknowwhattosay

rightnowbutmayGodforgiveyouandblessyoufor

Iknowthereisagoodmaninyouandthat'sallIever

sawinyousincewemet

MARTIN:thankyou

GRACE:(teary)youknow,IhonestlyneverthoughtI'd

everhearthiswordscomingfromanyone,I.was

hopelessandtrainingmyselftoacceptmyfate

becauseIfeltIhadnochoicebutgetusedtobeing

here

MARTIN:itsokaynow,stopcryingokay

GRACE:okay



Sheslowlypulledfromthehugthenhertowelfell

exposinghersmoothskinandpointytittiesas

Martinglaredatherthenshequicklypulleditup

MARTIN:sothisiswhatwehavetodo,letsjustbe

carefulbecauseIwouldn'twantJodytoreadour

mindsandcatchontheplansoaslongasheis

aroundIwillactlikeotherruthlessclientsandyou

alsohavetoplayyourpartandgivethatfrightened

sadlook

GRACE:okay,Iunderstand

MARTIN:.Alrightso,Iwillcallhimnowandaskfora

dayextensionsothatyoucansleepover

GRACE:butyouwillhavetopaymoremoney

MARTIN:don'tworryaboutthat,itsokay



Gracekeptquietglaringathimandsecretlyprayed

inherheartthankingGodforhislife...

MEANWHILEATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

Therewasaknockatthedoorsohegotupwalking

tothedooryawningandopenedup..

Hiseyesfellonthemanybrownwormssquirming

onthefacethenstaggeredbacklookingattheugly

scarywomaninfrontofhim.hecoveredhisnose

becauseoftheawfulsmelltakingacloserlookthen

recognizedMia

THEMBA:Mia!

Tearsfloweddownhercheeks



MIA:please,canIspendthenighthere?

THEMBA:whathappenedtoyourface,youlookso-....

Hismouthwidenedashiseyesfellonherswollen

blackhandthathadevenmanyworms..

THEMBA:Mia,whatsgoingon

Shekeptquiteastearsstreameddownheralready

achingface,herthroatdriedupandwordscouldn't

comeoutthensheswallowedhardopeningher

mouth

MIA:CanIpleasecomein?

Thembamovedasideavoidinglookingather



becauseeverytimehetookaglimpseofherwounds

hisbodygotgoosebumpsallover.Mialimpedinas

theexcruciatingpaingrewthenThembaclosedthe

door.........
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THENEXTMORNING

MsWilliamsknockedthenMandlaputhisbagdown

andmadehiswayuptothedoorandopenedup

lettingherin..



MANDLA:morningma

MSWILLIAMS:morningsir

Sheslowlywalkedinwithherbagonhershoulder

andputitonthetableheadingtothekitchenthen

Mandlafollowedher

MANDLA:umm...ma

Sheturnedaroundlookingathimwithasmile,atfirst

itwasawkwardwhenhecalledherthatbutnowshe

wasgettingusedtoitanditsomehowmadeher

morecomfortablearoundhim

MSWILLIAMS:yes



MANDLA:umm,Ihavetotellyousomething

Herheartskippedthinkingmaybeithassomething

todowithGrace

MSWILLIAMS:okay

MANDLA:umm...IbumpedintoGeorgeatthemall

yesterday

MSWILLIAMS:huh?Didshetellyouwheremy

daughteris,didyoufindher,ohh--I'm(heinterrupted

her)

MANDLA:no

MSWILLIAMS:huh?



Helookeddownandsighedraisinghishead...

MANDLA:heactuallylookedweird,Ithinkhelostit

MSWILLIAMS:whatdoyoumean?

MANDLA:hewaswalkingaroundthemallindirty

tatteredclothesandatefromdustbins,Ithinkheis

mentallyunstablenow

MsWilliam'seyesfelldownassheslowlysatdown

indisappointmentasthelittlehopeshehadcrushed

beforehereyes,sheknewifhimbeingcrazyistrue

thenhewon'tbeabletotellthemaboutGrace's

whereabouts,letaloneevergettingpunished

becausehisinsanitywillsavehim.

MSWILLIAMS:(raisedhereyes)ohhumm..didhe

sayanythingaboutmydaughter



MANDLA:notreallybecauseIthinkhedoesn'teven

rememberhisnamebutthereismore..

MsWilliamslookedintohiseyeswithherheart

poundingwonderingwhatcouldbemoreworse

MSWILLIAMS:isitabouther?

MANDLA:notreally,Georgeisnomore,hewalked

awayandItriedfollowinghimhopingformore

claritybutbeforeIknewithesteppedontheroad

andtherewasaloudbangingsound,hewashitbya

truckandunfortunatelyhedidn'tmakeit

MsWilliamsslowlysatdownastearsstreamed

downhercheeksnotbecauseofGeorge'sdemise

butbecausetheonlypersonwhowascapableof

helpinghergetherdaughterbackwasnomore,now

allhopewasgoneandherheartshatteredinto



pieces,tearsformedatthecornersofhereyesbut

shelookedupholdingthemin.

MeanwhileMandlalookedathersadlythensighed

lookingathiswristwatch

MANDLA:'ummsorry,Iknowyouarelosinghopeof

findingherbutdontworryumsuresomethingwill

comeup

MSWILLIAMS:(nodded)

MANDLA:Ihavetogonow,bye

Heturnedaroundfacingthedoorandslowlywalked

outasMsWilliamsfinallyletthetearsflow,shethen

quicklyrubbedthemoffasMiacrossedher

mind,shedidn'twanthertowalkinhercryinglest

shegetsangryandbecomeviolentagain,shestood



upandstartedmakingbreakfastforMia

Fifteenminuteslater....

Sheputeverythinginherplatethenplaceditona

traywalkingtothemasterbedroom,sheheldthe

traywithonehandandnervouslyextendedherhand

tothedoorknocking

MSWILLIAMS:mam

Therewasnoresponsesosheputthetraydownand

openedthedoorwalkinginbuthereyesfellonthe

emptynicelymadebedthenshesighedassuming

maybesheleftearlythatday

INTHAILAND



Graceputonherminiskirtandtheblackstringcrop

topthenMartinpulledherintohisarmshuggingher

MARTIN:toobadyouhavetogobacknow

GRACE:yeahhey

MARTIN:umsorryIhavetotakeyoubacktothat

placebutjustintherebecauseverysoonyouwillbe

out

GRACE:(smiled)alright,andthankyouagain

Shesaidthatlookinginhiseyeswithherhandson

hisshouldersthenitwentsilentastheygotlostin

eachother'seyes,Martinleanedoverforakissbut

quicklysteppedbackonsecondthoughtsand

clearedhisthroat



MARTIN:ohumm...sorryaboutthat,letsgetgoing

GRACE:(smiling)okay

Heheldherhandandopenedthedoorastheymade

theirwaytohiscar

Thirtyminuteslater.......

MartinpulledupinhisblackvolvoS40andGrace

quicklyopenedthedoorsteppingoutandwalkedin

thebrothellimping,meanwhileJodypeakedoutthe

windowstaringthensmiledasMartinreversed

speedingoff..

FewminuteslaterGracewalkedalongthelong

passagelimpingthenJodyfollowedhertoher

room,shethrewherselfonthebedasthedoorflung

openthenshelookedupatJodywithtearyeyesas



hesmiledimpressed

JODY:welldone,youmadealotmoremoneythis

pasttwodays

Gracebrieflysmiledandmaintainedthesadusual

looktoavoidmakinghimsuspicious...

JODY:guesswhat?todayisyourdaybecausethegirl

inroom52tookcareofallyourclients..

Shesmiledwithabirelievedbutstillfeltsorryfor

herfriend...

GRACE:okay

Hewalkedouthappily



ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

hewalkedintothekitcheninhiswhitegownyawning

thenjumpedashiseyesfellonthefewbrown

wormssquirmingonthekitchencounter

THEMBA:yoh!Mis!

HestormedofftotheloungeandfoundMiaseated

drinkingcoffeeinamug

THEMBA:yourthingsareinthekitchen

Mialookedupathimthenlookeddownatthemany

fallenwormswigglingtheirsmallbodiesonthethe

floor,Themalookeddownandquicklysteppedback

ashisskincrawled



THEMBA:ewww!YohMia!

Hewalkedtothecornerandlookedatherbreathing

heavily

THEMBA:kantewarewhathappened,youcouldn't

sayanythinglastnightandIletyougotobed

becauseIcouldseeyouwerestillintoomuchpain

butnowumwakinguptothisthingsallovermy

house,noMiami!Starttalkingbeforethisthingsstart

attackingmetoo

Mia'seyeswelledupandherthroatdriedupasshe

triedtospeakup

MIA:Mandladidthis,heisasnake

Themba'seyespoppedandheburstintolaughter



THEMBA:hahahahhei,stopplayinglikethat

MIA:heisasnake

Hecontinuedlaughinguntilhisribshurtthenlooked

backathertryinghardnottolaugh

THEMBA:hah,lookatyouallserioushaiman

Mia,youaretotallylosingit,ohhGodwhyiseveryone

aroundmegoingmad,firstitwasGeorgenowits

you!...

MIA:(weak)Iamserious,heliterallychangedintoa

verybigsnakerightinfrontofme

THEMBA:(laughing)alright,itseitheryouwerejust

hallucinatingoryouarereallygoingmad



Miasadlylookeddownasthedisbeliefonhisface

remindedherofMandla'swords.'.(((noonewill

believeyouoreverlistentoyou)))))

Nowitallmadesense,sheactuallyhadthoughtshe

willgotothepolicestationandreporthimbutthe

wayThembalookedathernowgavehersecond

thoughts,itwasjustnowwhensherealizedwhat

Mandlameantbyhavingeveryoneonhispalm,no

onewillbelieveanythingshesays

THEMBA:hahhahahahei,aitseMiaostoutu(miayou

areacomedian)thisshouldbethelamestjokeof

theyear,haha

Tearsfloweddownherfaceastheexcruciatingpain

fromherfacegotthebestofher

MIA:please,,youhavetobelieveme,heisnothuman



THEMBA:okay,umsorryyoufaceandarmlooklike

thatbutyouhavetostopspreadingsuchhorrible

rumors

MIA:pleasebelieveme

THEMBA:ofcourseIbelieveyouwerebittenbya

snakebecausethatwoundreallylookshorribleand

disgustingbutstopcallingMandlaasnakejust

becausehechasedyououtthenasnakebityou

afteryouleftokay?Stopsayingthatbecauseyouare

pissingmeoff,Ihavebeenfriendswiththisguy

sincechildhoodbutyougotmarriedtohimforonly

fiveyearsandnowyouthinkyouknowhim

better,pleasestop

Miasigheddefeated

MIA:okay



THEMBA:goodbecauseIwouldn'twantsuch

rumourstospreadaround,letstakeyoutothe

hospitalsothatyougetashotforthevenom

MIA:alright

THEMBA:butIwillstayinthecarwhenwegetthere

becauseIcan'triskbeenseenwithyou,umonly

doingthisbecauseIfeelsorryforyouandthose

woundslookreallypainfulotherwiseIwouldn'tbe

helpingyou

MIA:(teary)thankyou

THEMBA:dontgetusedtoit,thisisthelasttimeum

helpingyou

Mialookeddown...



THEMBA:yes,sostartthinkingaboutaplacetostay

becauseIcan'tstaywithyouanylongerandrisk

gettingcaught,MandlaalwyspopsbysoIdontwant

himtofindyouhere

MIA:okay

THEMBA:yes,letmegotakeaquickshowerthenwe

bounceoff

MIA:alrightthankyou

Hebrieflysmiledandturnedtothebathroomtaking

ashowerbeforetheyleft..........''
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ATTHEHOSPITAL

ThembapulledupintheparkinglotthenMia

steppedoutasthebrownwormsonherfacefellon

thecarseatandwiggledontheseat,Themba'sskin

crawledlookingatthemsohequicklyopenedthe

doorrunningtothepassengerside

THEMBA:(kindly)pleaseremovethosethings,at

leastuseyourotherhandtopickthemotherwiseI

willbeforcedtowaitoutsidethecarbecauseI

honestlycan'tstandthem

MIA:umsorry,letmepickthem



Sheleanedinandextendedherrighthandpicking

themanysquirmingbrownwormsandthrewthem

outside

MIA:umdone

Hesighedrelieved

THEMBA:shuuhhthanks

Hewalkedbacktothedriver'ssideandhoppedin

beforeopeningallwindowstogetridoftheawful

smellinthecarasMiawalkedinthehospitalwith

herhandfeelingtooheavy,thewormswenton

fallingonthecorridorsandpeopleranoffavoiding

havingcontactorbeingclosetoher

GIRL1:ohmyGod!Lookatthatwoman,herface



lookssohorrible,whathappenedtoher?

GIRL2:yoh!JesusChrist!Kanaekrobodile

sefahlegohehbonaleletsogo,yohmmaweediboko

tseledidintsiyang(herfacelooksrottenohandthe

handtoo,ohMyGodthosewormsarejusttoomany)

GIRL1:(jumped)hei,utlwayaakakesisimoga

mele,kooreolwalaengbathongiyoh(myskinis

crawlingeven,whatcouldbetheproblemthough?)

GIRL2:Ohlomolapelogore,bonajaakadintshidi

mosetsemoragokanadiutlwasebodu(butIfeel

sorryforher,evenfliesarefollowingherbecauseof

theawfulsmellonthewounds)

GIRL1:haimmaletsnotlookatherbecausethisis

sendingshiversdownmyspine,Iswearumgoingto

havenightmares



MeanwhileMiaturnedwalkingslowlybecausethe

painonherwoundswasjusttoomuch,shewalked

towardsthetwogirlswiththeintentionofasking

themsomething..

MIA:hello,wherecanise-.....

Theycoveredtheirnosesandquicklygottheirbags

andwalkedaway..

GIRL1:hehmmamonyanayootlalalaaretshetse

diboko,didyouseehowtheykeptonfallingfromher

facewhenshegottous(thisgirlwantstotransmit

thiswormsdiseaseontous)

GIRL2:ngng...andthesmellissohorrible,Icouldn't

breathekanaiyoh

MeanwhileMiasadlylookeddownlisteningtothe



girlsconversationastheydisappearedinthe

passageandlookedatherswollenhand,itwasso

blackandhadblistersthatwormsfedon,,themore

thewormsfellwasthemoreotherwormsappeared

onthewound,,tearsfloweddowntemporarily

blurringhervision..

Meanwhilea.nursepassedbyandsawherthenher

facialexpressionchangedasherskincrawled

NURSE:iyohbathong

Miatearfullyturnedlookingathergivingheraclear

viewthenshefrowned

NURSE:(walkingbackandcoveredhernose)Iam

sorryforthatreactionmysister,Ijustwasn't

expectingthiswhenthosetwogirlsaskedmetosee

apatientoutside.



MIA:(forcedasmile)

Thenurselookedaroundtryingtothinkofaperfect

escape

NURSE:umm..letmegothatsideandcallthedoctor

sothathecanseeyou

MIA:okaythankyou

Shequicklywalkedawaywithherheartpounding

thenjumpedasthethoughtofthewormssent

shiversdownherspine,shetookoffherblazer

shakingitandscanneditthinkingmaybetheworms

areonit.

NURSE:(sighedrelieved)shuuu,hehDoctorMoyo

wee,akooyegochekapatientenngwekakwa

receptionkakwa,,nnatotaumtooweaktohandle



such,Iwouldn'tbeabletosleepatnightifIspenta

minutewithherintheconsultationroom,molego

batlalonabodoctor(heyDoctorMoyo,pleasego

checkanotherpatientatthereceptionarea,hercase

bestsuitsdoctorsnotusweaklings)

DOCTOR:(laughing)hehe,Iwonderhowthispatient

ofyourslooklike,thewayyourbusyfrowningandall

disgustedrightnow

Helaughedandputonhiswhitecoatthentooka

fewotherthingswalkingtowardsthereception

area......

ATTHERANSOMS

WAITRESS1:ohhmyGod!you'vegottoseethis

Sheturnedandextendedherhandtowardsher



friendbringingthephoneclosertoherfacethenher

mouthdroppedlookingattheheadbesidetheroad,

yesthetonguewashangingoutbutitwasntany

hardtorecognizehim

WAITRESS2:whattheHell?IsthisGeorge

WAITRESS1:yesitsolookslikehim,thecomments

aresayinghewashitbycar

WAITRESS2:'eww,thisisdisturbing

Theywentdownscrollingastheirskinscrawled

lookingatthelifelessdamagedbody,thecuthand

appearedontheothersideoftheroadandthey

screamed

WAITRESS1:iyohbathong,koorethistruckcrushed

hisbodyandcuthimintopiecesaobathongthisis



sosad

WAITRESS2:haish,thisisverydisturbingI

mean,whopostssuchthingsonFacebookthough,I

feelforhispoorfamily

WAITRESS1:andtothinkweworkedwiththis

guy,shame,Irememberhowhewasalwaysquiet

andreserved,indeedGodtakesthegoodones

WAITRESS2:howdidhiscaseaboutGrace's

disappearancegothough

WAITRESS1:hewasreleasedbecauseoflackof

evidence,andIhonestlydon'tthinkhewasguilty..

Theybothsighedsadly



WAITRESS2:yeah,hewouldn'tdothat,mayhissoul

restinpeace.

WAITRESS1:haish,letmegoshowourmanagerso

thatwecanorganizeamemorialservice.

WAITRESS2:okay

Shewalkedawaytohisofficeandhercolleague

sighedsadlythencontinuedwipingthecounter....

INTHAILAND

HerfriendslowlywalkedtoGrace'sroomand

openedgettinginsidethenlimpedtothebedand

slowlysatdowncarefulenoughnottohurtherself,

sheshookGracewhowasfastasleep



HER:Grace

GRACE:(sleepy)mhm

HER:wakeup

Sherubbedhereyeswakingup,herfacebrightened

ashereyesfellonherdearfriend

GRACE:ohhRati,umsogladyouareokay,Iwasso

worriedaboutyou

RATI:(forcedasmile)imfinemyfriend

Gracelookedatherasherfacialexpression

changed

GRACE:Iknowyouarenotreallyfine,youareonly



puttinguponahappyfaceformysake,wellyoudont

haveto,justletitalloutandallowmetobetherefor

youbecauseyouarealwaystheretowipemytears

offduringmyworstdays..

Rati'seyeswelledupthentearsfloweddownher

face,thenGracesatuprighthuggingherandrubbed

herback

GRACE:itsokayfriend

Shelookedinhereyesandheldhercheekwipingher

tearsoff

GRACE:whydidyouonmyplace,IheardJody

sayingyoutookmyclients

RATI:(teary)Ijustdidn'twanttoseeyouinpain

todaysoItookitinstead



GRACE:thankyoubutpleasedontdothisagain

becausenowyouarealsoinpain,okay

RATI:(tearfully)noGrace,Ican'twatchJody

overworkingyouandletyousufferalonesowewill

dividetheclientsamongstourselves,Ionlyhad4

clientsinaweekbutyouhad8soIwilltakethe

othertwoandmakeitsix,IalreadytalkedtoJody

andheagreed

Gracelookedatheremotional,shewastouchedby

thesacrificesherfriendmadeforher

GRACE:thankyouRati,Idon'tknowhowIwillever

payyoubutmayGodblessyouforme

RATI:itsfinereally,stopthankingmebecausethis

iswhatfriendsarefor.



Theytearfullylookedintoeachotherseyessmiling

thenGracepulledherinforahug...

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamssatdownrelaxingbutthedoorflung

openas.Mandlawalkedin

MANDLA:heyma

MSWILLIAMS:hellosir

MANDLA:howwasyourday

MSWILLIAMS:itwasjustokay,Imanagedtofinish

everythingIhadtodo,whatsleftnowisgoinghome



MANDLA:butyoucanalwayssleepintheguest

roomifyouaretootiredtogohomeorifyoufinish

workinglate

Sheturnedandlookedathimsurprisedbythe

suddenkindness,sinceGrace'sdeparturehehas

beennothingbutkindtowardsher..shethoughtfully

clearedherthroatspeakingup

MSWILLIAMS:okaythankyou,,ummwhereis

madam,shewasn'therewhenIarrivedthismorning

andstillhaven'tcamebackyet

MANDLA:(calmly)I.didn'tlikewhatshedidtoyou

theotherdaysowebrokeup

MSWILLIAMS:(surprised)brokeup?

MANDLA:yes,wearegettingadivorce,itwaslong



dueanyway,howareyourknees?

MSWILLIAMS:ohh,theyaremuchbetter,inapplied

theointmentyougavemeandit'shelping

MANDLA:(smiled)umgladitshelping,umtiredso

letmegorestabit

MSWILLIAMS:oksir

HewalkedawayleavingMsWilliamsindeep

thoughts..itsweirdhowshestillfeltsorryforMia

evenafterthetorturesheputherthrough

MSWILLIAMS:(inhermind)ohhpoorchild,may

Godbewithher..

Shesighedandlaiddownonthecouch....
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ATTHERANSOM

MANAGER:goodmorningeveryone,Icalledyouall

heretodaytobearthesadnews

Theystartedwhispering..



MANAGER:umsorrybutoneofushasdeparted,

Georgeisnomore.

Theycontinuedwhisperingassomeofthembroke

downcrying..

WAITER:(sadly)aobanna,esengGeorgehlebann

(notGeorgeplease)

WAITRESS:aww,mayhissoulrestinpeace

MANAGER:Iknowitissadbutletustrytobestrong

andprepareforhismemorialservicetomorrow.

Resawilltakeitfromheretofillyouinabout

everything,I'llbeinmyoffice

Shewalkedawayastheycontinuedtalking...



ATTHEHOSPITAL

Hegaveherpainkillersandbetadineointmentthen

scribbledsomethingonhermedicalcard.

DOCTOR:I'llgiveyouashottostopfurther

spreadingofthevenominyourbloodandtakethese

withyou

Hehandedherapacketofpainkillersthensheput

theminherpocketbeforeslowlytakingoffher

trouserexposingherbuttocks.

DOCTOR:movethissideandbendalittle

Shemovedandbendedgivinghimaclearviewthen

heleanedoverandprickedherassheclenchedher

teethandflinched



MIA:ahhouch!

DOCTOR:done!

Hewipedthebloodstainsonherbuttoffandthrew

thecottonwoolinthedustbinasshepulledupher

trouser.

DOCTOR:alright,drinkthosepainkillerstoreduce

painandapplytheointmentonthewound,Ibooked

youinforacheckupinaweekstimesothatwecan

seeiftheinjectionworked

MIA:okay,butdoctorwhenwillthewormsdisappear

DOCTOR:umnotsurebecausewetriedwashing

themoffbutitseemsnewonesreappearallover

againthatswhyIbookedyouinfornextweekso

thatwecancheckprogress,inthemeantimeyou



shouldcontinueapplyingthatointment

MIA:okaydoctor,thankyou

DOCTOR:bye

MIA:bye

Shewalkedoutlimpingaspeoplelookedather

disgusted,shesighedsadlythenlookedatherhand

buttherewasnodifferencewhatsoever,theworms

werestillwigglingonthewoundsexceptthepain

hadfadedbutnotmuch..

Thembacaughtherglimpseontherearviewmirror

andtooktheairfreshenersprayinginthecarthenhe

wrappedaclotharoundhisneckcoveringhisnose

asMiaopenedhoppingin

THEMBA:thatwaslong



MIA:(sadly)yeah,noonewaswillingtohelpme.

HereversedandheadedtothegatethenMialooked

athim

MIA:pleasepassbythepolicestation

THEMBA:(surprised)why?

MIA:myfriendworkstheresoIwanttoshowhermy

state

THEMBA:okay

MIA:thankyou



Hetookaturnheadingtothenearestpolicestation

20minuteslater.....

Hepulledupintheparkinglotthenshesteppedout.

THEMBA:makeitquick

MIA:alright

Shewalkedoutaseveryonelookedatherandturned

changingdirections.Herheartbrokenoticinghow

everyonewasavoidingherthenmoreangerbuiltin

herheart,ateardroppedthenshewipeditoffand

walkedinthereceptionarea

MIA:morningMam



Sheraisedherheadupandhereyesfellonthe

rottenfacethenherskincrawled..

RECEPTIONIST:(frownedandcoveredhernose)

morninghowmayIhelpyou?

MIA:Iwanttoreportsomeone

RECEPTIONIST:(stomachturned)mhmm...goknock

onthatdoor,theywillhelpyou

MIA:(softly)okay,Thankyou

Sheslowlywalkedtothedoorandknocked

VOICE:comein

Sheopenedandthetwopoliceofficersfrowned



steppingbackwiththeirhandscoveringtheirnoses

MIA:morning,I'dliketoreportsomeone

POLICE1:umm...mam,letsgooutsideandhearyou

out

POLICE2:yeahgoodidea

Shesteppedbackandwalkedpassingreceptionas

theyfollowedherwiththeirnosescovered

Outside.....

POLICE1:yes,mamyousaidyouwanttoopena

caseagainstsomeone?

MIA:yes



POLICE1:okwearelistening,

hestartedtherecorderandbroughtitclosertoher

face

MIA:itsMandlaMatthews,heistheonewhodidthis

tome,heturnedintoasnakeandbitme

Theylookedateachotherandburstintolaughter,

theylaughedsohardthattheirribsevenstarted

hurtingwhileshestoodtherewithtearsstreaming

down,howshewishedsomeonewouldbelieveher.

MIA:(inhermind)maybetheywillbelievethehuman

traffickingonesinceitdoesn'tsoundlikea

superstition

MIA:andheisalsoinvolvedinhumantrafficking,the



girlswhoarealwaysreportedmissingareabducted

byhimthenhesellsthemtohisIndianfriendsand

theotheroneinThailand..

POLICE2:(breathingheavily)humantrafficking?

MIA:yes

POLICE2:enemandlaMatthews?

MIA:yeshim

Theylookedateachotheragainandlaughedasshe

sighed

MIA:please,youhavetobelieveme

POLICE2:sorrymambutwedonthavetimeforthis,



youwastedourtimewithstupidfairytales.

Theyturnedandwalkedbackinsidelaughingtheir

lungsoutimitatingher,,tearsstreameddownher

cheeksasshelookedupintheskyandforthefirst

timeinalongtimesherememberedheradoptive

lateparentsasmoresadnessfilledherheart

MIA:ma!

Shebrokedowncryingandfellonthefloorwithher

kneescryingherlungsoutaspeoplewatched,

meanwhileThembaheardtheloudcriesandopened

thedoortryingtoseebuthiseyesfellonMia

Themba:dammitMia!

Heclosedthedoorandhurriedoverthentappedher

shoulder



THEMBA:whatthehellMia?Letsgo

Shelookedupathisfacebuthisskincrawledthen

hesteppedbackalittle

THEMBA:letsgo

Hecoveredhisnosethenextendedhisotherhand

towardsherhelpingherupthentheywalkedtothe

carandhoppedin

THEMBA:whathappeneddownthere

Shesadlylookedathimasherthroatdriedup

unabletosayoutanythingashedroveoutofthe

parkinglotheadinghome,,meanwhileMialooked

outsidethewindowdeepinthoughtsthenshecalled

outhermotherunaware



MIA:mama....

Thembaturnedlookingatherandrealisedhermind

wasfaraway

THEMBA:(louder)Mia!

Shesnappedoutthetrainofthoughtsandbrought

herrighthandclosertoherfacerubbingthetears

off..

MIA:huh?

THEMBA:youwerecallingoutyourmama,whereis

she

Shesadlylookeddowngoingdownmemory



lane(((((((man:downdown!Givemethemoney

HERMOTHERr:wedonthavemoney,pleasedontkill

us,atleastsparemybaby,please....fewminutes

therewasaloudbangandhermother'sbrain

scatteredalloverwithhertonguehangingout....5

yearsoldMiacrawledtohermother'slifelessbody

andcriedshakingher.MIA:

mama,,mama,,mma.Pleasewakeup,dontleaveme,

dontleavemeplease

Sheraisedherheadandtearfullylookedattheman

dressedinblackandabalaclava..MiA:pleasetellher

towakeup,pleaseuncle

Heclickedhistongueandkickedherbloodyhead

walkingout..MIA:mummymummypleasedont

leave...5yearsoldMiameltedontopofhermother's

bloodybodycryingherlungsoutuntilpeople

gatheredintheircompound..)))))))))

Sherubbedhertearsandsighed



MIA:sheislate

THEMBA:aww,umsorrytohearthat

MIA:thankyou

Therewasawkwardsilenceasheturnedgetting

insidehisyard.Theybothopenedthecardoorsand

quietlywalkedtohishouse...........THREEMONTHS

LATER
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THREEMONTHSLATER

Hequicklygrabbedthetowelandwrappedhislower

bodythensteppedoutoftheshowerandslidhis

lightfeetintotheflipflopshurryingtothebedroom

andbentpickinguphisringingphoneonthetable.

MARTIN:heyJo,wsupman?

JODY:Martin,Ican'tcomplainman,howareyou

MARTIN:greatactually,imsohappywiththelatest

serviceI'vebeengetting,yourgirlsaresubmissive

andIlikethat

Jodypulledasmile..



JODY:umgladyouarehappywithmyservice,

umm...imactuallycallingtocheckifyougotthe

partyinvite.

MARTIN:invite?

JODY:yes,IaskedmyPAtoemailallmyloyal

clientstheinvitebutIhaven'tseenyourattendance

confirmationyet

MARTIN:Ihaven'tseenanybutillcheckmyemails

andgetbacktoyou

JODY:alrightMat,keepintouch

MARTIN:sureJo

Hehungupandputthephoneonthetablethen



hurriedtohishomeofficeroomthensatdown

switchingthelaptopon,heenteredthepassword

andquicklyclickedontheemails

MARTIN:yes!justwhatIneeded.

Hesenttheattendanceconfirmationandstoodup

wearingavictorysmile.

ATTHEBROTHEL

Gracelaidonherbackandspreadherlegswide

exposingherwoundedcookiethenRatibentover

gentlymassagingthewoundswithaclothdippedin

saltedlukewarmwaterassheflinched

GRACE:ouch!



RATI:umsorry,thewoundisabittoomuchsoits

goingtohurtalittlebutumtryingasmuchasIcan

tobegentle,justhanginthere,I'llbedoneinafew

GRACE:ahhch!

Shecontinuedgentlyrubbingtheinjuredareaas

Graceclenchedherteeth,fewminuteslaterRatiput

theclothbackinthebowlandgotthebowlputtingit

awayasGracecarefullysatuprightandmovedback

alittleleaningonthewallandsighedsadly

RATI:umsorryfriend

GRACE:it'sokay,IjustwishMartinwouldfind

anotherwayofgettingusoutofhere

RATI:atleasthetriedthelasttimeandumsoglad

Jodycouldn'tcatchonbecauseweweresocloseto



gettingcaught,Ican'tbegintoimaginewhathe

would'vedonetousifheconnectedthedotsthat

time.

GRACE:(sighed)yeah,atleasthetried,IguessI

shouldacceptmyfatebecausewewillneverreally

getoutofhere

RATI:(sadly)no,dontsaythat,whylosehopenow

GRACE:Ijustwanttostopbeinghopefulbecause

thatsexactlywhatstealsmypeace,soIwilltake

eachdayasitcomes.I.realizedhavingtoomuch

hopeiswhatcrushesmysoulbecauseattheendI

getdisappointedandbreakdownevenmore

RATI:(sadlysighed)

Gracesighedandgatheredallherstrengthstanding



upandlimpedtothesmalltableatthecornerand

bentpickingabowlfullofriceandsoupthentook

babystepsbacktohersmallbed.MeanwhileRati

lookedatherandsmiled

GRACE:what?

RATI:umjustgladtoseeyoupushingyourselftoeat

GRACE:thisismetryingtoacceptmyfate

Shetookofthelidandtookaspoonmixingtherice

andsoupthenstartedeating.Ratilookedather

eatingfastandlaughed

GRACE:(mouthful)what?

RATI:(laughing)youneedtoslowdown,andtheway



youarebusymunchingonthat,ekrgokatweoja

sengwesesemonate(thewayyouarebusy

munchingonthatlikeyourhavingsomething

delicious)

GRACE:(mouthful)Ialsocan'tbelievehowthisnow

allofasuddentastenice,thankstomefor

embracingmyfate.

Theylaughedasshecontinuedeating

RATI:ifthatswhathelpsyoustomachitthenokay

TheyburstintolaughterthenGraceflinchedand

pinchedherplayfully

GRACE:ouchRati!umnotsupposedtolaughthis

muchbecausemycookiestretchesabitebegonna

botlhoko.(dontmakemelaughalotbecausemy



cookiestretchesandthenbecomespainful)

Theycontinuedlaughingasshemunchedonthe

mixedrice...

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

therewasaknockatthedoorthenMsWilliams

wentdowntoopenup.

THEMBA:hello,isMandlaaround

MSWILLIAMS:yes,comein

Shemovedtothesidemakingwayforhimtopass,

meanwhileMandlawalkedoutofthekitchenwitha

coffeemuginhishandtakingsmallsips



MANDLA:yohpa!

THEMBA:heyman

TheyfistbumpedandsatdownasMsWilliams

walkedtothekitchenandclosedthedoorgiving

themprivacy.

MANDLA:whatsupmyman,you'vebeensorare

sincetheexchange

THEMBA:ohhcomeon,theexchangewasonlytwo

weeksagoandthatwasthelasttimeyousawme,

thatisnotalongtimeman

MANDLA:(smiling)what?Kanaweusedtohangout

atleasttwotimesaweek,havesomethickmommy

keepingyoubusy?



Thembabrieflylaughedandchangedthetopic

THEMBA:noman,whathaveyoubeenupto,Any

newsonMia?

MANDLA:Ihaven'theardfromherinawhile,last

sawherwhenshecametosignthedivorcepapers

atmyoffice,why?

THEMBA:I'mjustaskingman.Canyoutopmeupby

10K?

MANDLA:(surprised)what,youjustgotpaid?

THEMBA:(laughing)Iknowright,Ihavean

emergency,mymomcalledaskingformoremoney

MANDLA:(smiling)youarenotmuchofagoodlier



sodontgivemethatmommylineandstopspending

allyourmoneyonthisuselessgirls

Theylaughedashegothisphoneandtransferred

themoneythenThemba'sphonebeeped.

THEMBA:thanksman

TheycontinuedcatchingupbeforeThembaleft

ATKG'SHOUSE

Hestoodupashisstomachcrumbledandmadehis

waytothekitchen,hestretchedhishandand

openedthesmallbarfridgebutitwasempty,he

sighedandturnedopeningthekitchendrawersbut

therewasnothinginside.



Hesighedsadlyandreachedforhisjeansside

pockettakingouthisphoneanddialedSKbuthe

immediatelyhungupbeforeitcouldringashe

rememberedtheirsourparting.thepastfewmonths

hadn'tbeeneasy,lonelinessanddebtsgotthebest

ofhim,asmuchashetriedtoignoreitbuthereally

missedSKandneededhimnowmorethanever.He

swallowedhisprideandtextedhim..

Typing......

KG:heyman,longtime,howhaveyoubeen?

Hewaitedforaresponsebutgotnonethensighed

frustratedandswitchedontheelectrickettleboiling

waterbeforepouringthehotwaterincupandgot

thelastremainingteabagmakingtea,headded

sugarandgotthecupmakinghiswaytothesitting

roomandsatdownsipping....



SOMEWHEREINAONEROOM

Miaslowlyopenedherheavyeyesandcoughed.She

gatheredallherstrengthandsatuprightasthe

headachecausedbythewoundonherfacegotthe

betterofher.Thewoundlookedalotworseandnow

hadbothgreenandbrownsmallwormsfeastingon

herfaceandthelefthand.Sheraisedherheavy

painfulhandandbroughtitclosertoherfacestaring

atthemanysquirmingwormsthentearsformedat

thecornersofhereyesandstreameddown,she

heardaknockandrubbedthetearsofflookingup

MIA:comein

Herfriendwalkedinandhermouthdroppedlooking

atherface,shequicklysteppedoutandclosedthe

doorasherskincrawled,shejumpedasthethought

ofwhatshejustsawsentshiversdownher

spine..MeanwhileinsideMiaburstintotearscrying

herlungsout...
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Shejumpedasthethoughtofwhatshejustsaw

sentchillsdownherspine,meanwhileinsideMia

burstintotearscryingherlungsout.Dudubreathed

heavilyandslowlywalkedwalkedbackinsideas

tearsformedatthecornersofhereyeslookingat

herdearfriend,shecoveredhernoseandmoved

closertryinghardtoignorethewoundonherface...



DUDU:(pathershoulder)itsokayMia,don'tcry.I'm

sorryforstormingoutlikethat,Ijustwasn't

expectingthiswhenyoutoldmeaboutitearlieron

thephone,Ididn'tthinkitsthisbad.

MIA:(teary)itsokay,imusedtopeopleshyingaway

fromme,atfirstitusedtohurtmebutnowImade

peacewithitbecauseIsomehowunderstandtheir

reasons

Herfriend'seyesfellonthewoundedhandand

goosebumpsinstantlycoveredherwholebodyas

herskincrawledbutshemaintainedherpositionfor

herfriend'ssake.

DUDU:whathappened?

MIA:(keptquietswallowinghard)



DUDU:andwhydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthisallthis

time,kanaihavebeenthinkingyouareavoidingme.

MIA:yeah,Ishould'vetoldyousooner

DUDU:(curious)sowhathappened?

MIA:(tearfully)evenifItoldyou,youwouldn't

believeme

DUDU:(attentive)tryme

MIA:rememberthedivorceissue?

DUDU:yes

MIA:IrefusedtosignthemandthreatenedMandla

butthingsgotoutofhand,beforeIknewittherewas



ahugesnakerightinfrontofme

Hereyeswidenedassheheldhermouth

MIA:yeah,anditbitmeonmyhandandface

DUDU:but...Idon'tunderstand,wherewasMandla

whenallthishappened?

MIA:heisthesnake

Sheburstintolaughterbutslowlyclosedhermouth

lookingatMia'sseriousface

DUDU:wait....areyouserious?

MIA:(tearfully)yes,Mandlaisnothuman,heliterally

changedintoahugeuglysnakerightinfrontofme



andIjuststoodtherehelpless

DUDU:thissoundsscary

MIA:andyoushould'veseenhimsocalmand

collectedwhenIwenttohisofficetwomonthsago

tosignthedivorcepapers,hejustlookedinmyeyes

withnoremorseandhandedmethedivorcepapers,

IthoughtmaybeI'llbehealedaftersigningthembut

hereIam

DUDU:(shocked)iyoh!Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatto

saybecausethisissounbelievable,ekrgologadi

filimiela,Imean..howdoesawholehumanbeing

changeintoasnake.Iyoh!Dilotsabahumihleke

mathata.(thissoundslikeamovie,thingsrich

peopledothough)

MIA:doesthatmeanyoubelieveme?



Shesighedandlookedinhereyes...

MIA:well,IdobelieveyoubecauseIknowyou

wouldn'tjustwakeupandmakeupastorylikethis,

besidesthewoundsareevidentenough

Shesighedinrelief..

MIA:(tearfully)atleastsomeonebelievesmenow

Herfriendsighedtearfullyandsteppedbackholding

hertearsin

DUDU:haveyoutriedthehospital?

MIA:yes,Ihavebeengoingupanddownchanging

doctorsbutnothingischanging



DUDU:maybeweshouldgotochurch

Mia'sheartskippedatthementionofchurch..

MIA:umm....no!Imean,Ihaveanappointmentwith

averygoodandreputabledoctor,Iheardheisvery

goodsoIthinkhewillhelpme

DUDU:butyoujustsaidmanydoctorsfailedand

thismustbeexpensiveforyou

MIA:(sighed)yeah,itisveryexpensivebecausethis

doctorwants10K,butdontworrybecauseIhave

someonehelpingmeoutsoI'llbefine

DUDU:(sighed)okay,ifyoueverchangeyourmind

aboutcomingtochurchwithmedonthesitatetotell

me.



MIA:alrightIwill

Shelookedaroundthesmallnotsocleanand

noticedtherewasn'tmuchtoeat

DUDU:letmegobuyyousomethingtoeatandafew

otherthings

MIA:(tearfully)thankyousomuch

DUDU:okay,letmehurry

Shesteppedoutandlefttothemall

INTHAILAND

Jodyopenedthedoorandwalkedinwithaserious

face.



JODY:getready,youareleavinginthirtyminutes

Theylookedateachotherwiththeirheartspounding

GRACE:(turned)okay

HequietlywalkedoutasGracesighedsadly

RATI:letmehelpyougetready,Iwonderwhothis

mysteriousclientisbecauseheusuallymentions

theirnames

GRACE:(tearfully)maybeheisnew

ShestoodupandstartedgettingreadywithRati's

help



Thirtyminuteslater............

ShewasallupandreadytoleaveasJodyopened

thedoor

JODY:hurry!

Shequicklysteppedoutfollowinghimasthey

quietlywalkedout..herfacelitupashereyesfellon

Martin'sAMGthenshesecretlysighedinrelief.Jody

turnedtoherandsheworeasadface

JODY:go

Sheslowlywalkedtowardsthecarandhoppedin

thenMartinsteppedontheacceleratorspeeding

off....



Thirtyminuteslater......

Heunlockedthedoorthentheysteppedin

chuckling...

GRACE:shuu!Iswearmyheartwasworking

overtimerightthere

MARTIN:(laughing)haha

GRACE:Iwonderwhyhedidn'ttellmeitsyou

MARTIN:haha,,maybeheisjustinabadmood..

GRACE:yeah

MARTIN:guesswhat?



Shelookedathimsmiling...

GRACE:what?

MARTIN:Ifoundanotherwayofhelpingyouguys

escape

GRACE:huh?

MARTIN:yes,thereisapartycomingupintwodays

atthebrothelbutitstakingplaceatthethirdfloor,

soIwasthinkingmaybe,I'llkeepJodybusythen

spikehisdrinkandrunofftoyoursideandgetyou

GRACE:(thoughtfully)butwhatabouttheguards?

MARTIN:Iwillbribethemorsomething



GRACE:okay,Ihopeitworksout

MARTIN:itwill,trustme

GRACE:pleasebecarefulbecauseIdon'twantyouto

riskyourlife,Jodywontthinktwiceifhehastokill

you

MARTIN:stopworryingyourself(sadly)Iwoulddo

anythingforyourfreedom,evenifitmeansrisking

mylife.

Gracequietlylookedinhiseyesandtherewasa

silentawkwardmomentthensheclearedherthroat.

GRACE:umm...letmemakesomethingtoeat,Ihave

hadenoughofthebrotheleverydayriceandsoup



Theybothchuckledassheshotstraighttothe

kitchenandstartedcooking...

ATMANDLA'SOFFICE

Hisphonerangthenhelookedatthecalleridentity

MANDLA:heyma.

MSWILLIAMS:yesmydear,I'mcallingtoletyou

knowthatIhavetoknockoffearlytodaybecause

I'mgoingtochurchlater

MANDLA:alrightnoproblem

Hehungupthensomeoneknocked



MANDLA:comein

HisPAcatwalkedherpetitebodyinsideholdingher

iPadscrollingthroughit

PA:morningsir

MANDLA:morningPearl

PA:sir,imjustcheckingifyouareawareoftheparty

invitefromMrJody

MANDLA:Jody?

PA:yes,yourThailandassociate

MANDLA:Ihaven'tseenanypartyinvite



Sheextendedherhandtowardshimandbroughtthe

ipadclosertohisfacethenhiseyeswidened

MANDLA:dammit!HowdidImissthisone,anditsin

twodays

PA:butI'msureitsinyouremailsbecauseitsbeena

weeksincehesentit

MANDLA:okay,I'llhavetomakeappearances

becauseheisanewcllient..(thoughtfully)

umm...Pleasebookaflightticketand

accommodationforme

PA:alrightsir,I'monit

ShecatwalkedoutsideasMandlagothisphone

textingThemba..



Typing......

MANDLA:I'mleavingforThailandintwodays,take

careofbusinessbackhere,myassistantwillhelp

youaswell..

Hethrewthephoneinhispocketgettingthecar

keysandwalkedout,,meanwhilehisphonebeeped

MESSAGE:notdelivered

Heignoreditandhurriedtohiscarandhoppedin

drivingoff.......
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Hesteppedontheacceleratorapproachingthe

bushyareathenmadeaturnandsloweddown

drivingtowardsthecave.Hestoppedthecarand

removedthekeysleaningbackonthecarseat

thoughtfully

MANDLA:(inhismind)Zumbawasn'texpectingme

butIneedtheprotectionsinceI'llbeleavingmy

territory

Heheavedahugesighthenopenedthedoorand

walkedintothecave,fewminuteslaterhestoodin

frontoftheritualspondthenthecolourfullarge

snakesslippedoutofthewatersurroundinghim

thenloweredtheirheadsbowinginrespect.



Heturnedaroundfacingtheforbiddenareapathas

thelargesnakeswiggledtheirsoftslipperybodies

backintothepondsplashingwater.Hewalkedas

themanysmallcolourfulsnakesonthepathmoved

tothesidesmakingwayforhimtopass

Fewminuteslater....

HiseyesfellonthesleepingZumbaashishuge

bodyalmostfilledtheplace,hemovedonthesides

carefulenoughnottotouchorsteponthelarge

sleepinggreensnake..hestoppedattheotherside

standingnexttothesnakeslargehead.Zumba

slowlyopenedhisgreeneyefeelingMandla's

presence,theneventuallyopenedallhiseyesand

wiggledhistailoverbeforeraisingitshead,Mandla

movedbackalittleandtiltedhisheadlookingupat

Zumba'sheadasthesnakechangedeyecolours

fromgreentoyellow.Heimmediatelytookoffhis

clothesandboweddowninrespectasZumba

loweredhisheadandlickedhisfacebeforeopening



thespiritwallsforcommunication.

Inthespiritworld

(((((((MANDLA:I'mleavingmyterritorytoThailandin

twodayssoimheretogetprotection))))))))))

Zumbawailedhistongueandmovedhisheavyhead

fromsidetosidethenquicklymovedback

stretchinghisbodyandopenedhismouthwidethen

wentdownandrolledMandlainsidehismouth,the

largesnakeclosedthemouthandraiseditsheadup

thenstretchedmoremakingwayforMandla'sbody

torollinsidethestomach.Whenhewasdone

Zumbachangedhisskincolourandturnedshiny

blackbeforewigglinghislargeheavedbodytothe

restingareathenthesmallgreen,black,yellow,red

andbrownsnakesfilledtheplace.......

ATTHESMALLONEROOMEDHOUSE



Miaslowlyopenedhereyesasa.knockatthedoor

cuthernapshort..

MIA:comein

Heopenedthedoorashiscleanwhitenike

sneakerssteppedinashecoveredhisnoseand

closedthedoorthentookaseatonthesmallplastic

chair

THEMBA:hey

MIA:hey

THEMBA:umm...Igotthemoney

MIA:thankyou



THEMBA:Ihaveranoutofallmymoneynowsothis

willbethelasttimehelpingyouout,maybeyou

shouldcallyourrelativesandaskfortheirhelp

Mia'sheartbrokewhenhementionedrelativesthen

hereyeswelledup.

MIA:(tearfully)Idon'thaverelatives

THEMBA:comeon,aunts,cousins,anyone,umsure

theycanhelp

MIA:(teary)IsaidIdon'thaverelatives

THEMBA:howisthatevenpossible,lookIknowyour

adoptiveparentsarelatebutumsuretheyhad

relatives



Shesniffingandrubbedhertears

MIA:myparent'stookmefromtheorphanagewhen

Iwastwoyearsbutthreelater,theywerekilledand

unfortunatelynooneinthefamilywaswillingtotake

meinsoIwentbacktotheorphanageandleftwhen

Iwas21aftermeetingMandla

Thembalookedatherandsuddenlyfeltsorryforher

THEMBA:ohh,sorrytohearthat

MIA:'itsfine

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheyallkept

quietthenThembaclearedhisthroat



THEMBA:butIcan'thelpyouanymorebecause

soonerorlater,Mandlawillstartbeingsuspicious

becauseIhavebeenabitdistantandhehasstarted

askingmequestionsbecausewehardlyhangout,so

ilcomearoundandpickyouupthenwemeetthe

doctorandthatwillbeallfrommyside

Miasighedtearfully

MIA:okay,thankyouforallyoureffortsinhelping

me

Shelookeddownastearsfellthenrubbedthem

MIA:umsorryforputtingyouinacompromising

positionthatday,Iwishitdidn'thappenbutits

alreadydoneandnowwecantturnbackthehands

oftime,sometimesIthinkmaybeIdeserveallthatis

happeningtomebecauseIamsuchabadperson,

(crying)Idruggedyouandtookthosephotoswith



theintentionofblackmailingyouandIdidthat,I

destroyedyourfriendshipwithMandlaandputyour

lifeatrisk.Umsosorry,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgivemeoneday

Thembalookedatherashisthroatdriedupthenhe

sighed

THEMBA:(softly)itsfine

MIA:noit'snotfine(criedmore)Ican'tbelieveyou

havebeenspendingsomuchonmymedicationand

doctors,youhelpedsomeonewhoriskedyourlife

withoutaskingforanythinginreturn..Idon'tknow

howIwilleverpayyoubutthankyousomuch

THEMBA:itsokayreally,IlongforgaveyouMia,I

wouldn'thavehelpedyouifIdidn't.somehowI

understoodwhereyouwerecomingfrom,I

understandyouthoughtthatwasthebestsolution



toyourmaritalproblemsandyoudidwhatyoucan

toprotectyourmarriage.umnotsayingwhatyoudid

isrightbutIforgiveyou

MIA:(tearfully)thankyou

THEMBA:yeah,trytomoveonfromyourpast,what

wedidbelongsinthepastbecausewecantchange

itnow.

MIA:yeah

MeanwhilethedooropenedasDuduwalkedin,her

jawdroppedashereyesfellonThemba.

THEMBA:umm..I'llleavenow

MIA:okaybye.



DUDU:saywhat?

MIA:(keptquiet)

DUDU:isn'tthatthesameThembayoudrugged?

MIA:itshimandthatswaterunderthebridge

DUDU:andthelasttimeIcheckedhewasMandla's

bestfriend

MIA:(sighed)yestheyarefriends,andhewasjust

helpingmeout

Shebentputtingdowntheplasticsandsatdown



DUDU:iyoh!Dudubabesasknoquestionsandhear

nolies

Theylaughedbrieflychangingthetopicandshe

fiddledwiththeplasticstakingoutmageuandgave

her

DUDU:havethisbeforeyoutakeinanythingsolid

MIA:thankyou

TheycontinuedcatchingupasMiaslowlydrankher

mageu...

ATTHAILAND

Gracesteppedoutoftheshowerwrappedupina

whitetowelandslidinherflipflops,Martinbought



herafewthingssheusuallyuseswhensheisathis

place.Shewalkeduptothebedandsatdown

applyingbodylotionthenMartinopenedthedooras

hisjawdropped,Ithadbeenawhilesincehesaw

hernaked,hismachinejerkedupandhehiditwith

hishandclearinghisthroat

MARTIN:umm.....Sorry,I'llcomebacklater

Gracelookedupathimsmilingashequicklyclosed

thedoorandwalkedout,shegotupreachingforher

pinksleepwearandputitonbeforeswingingher

bodytothelounge

GRACE:hey,umdone

MARTIN:(smiling)ohhgreat,Iwantedtotellyou

thatIalreadytalkedtooneofmycontactsandhe

promisedtobribethethreeguardsfromyourdoorto

theexitbecauseheknowsoneofthemsoitwon't



behard

GRACE:(sighedrelieved)shuuu,atleastweare

gettingsomewhere

Martinbrieflysmiledandpulledherinforahug

holdingherthinwaist

MARTIN:toldyouI'ddoanythingforyou

GRACE:yeahthanks

Shelookedupathisfaceastheywentsilentthenhe

leanedoverplantinghissoftlipsonherforehead

babykissingherthenletgoofher

MARTIN:umm...movienight?



GRACE:yeahsure,letmegomakesomepopcorns

whileyouchoose(chuckled)andnoactionplease

MARTIN:(laughing)okay,,wewilldochickfleek

tonight

GRACE:good

ShesaidthatandswingedherAfricanfiguretothe

kitchen.....

ATTHECAVE

Thecaveagents(smallsnakes)sensedZumba's

presenceandwiggledtheirshinybodiestothesides

creatingspacefortheirmaster.Fewminuteslater

thehugeallshinyblacksnakesquirmeditsslippery

bodytowardstheforbiddenareaandstoodonitstail

shakingitsheadfromsidetoside,itwaileditsred



tongueastheskincolourchangedfromblackto

greenthenitlowereditsbodyandbroughtthehead

closertothefloorstretching.Fewminuteslater

Mandlaappearedfromitslargemouthandrolledon

thefloor,heimmediatelystoodupandbowedbefore

Zumbathenturnedpickinghisclothesupand

headedtotheotherside.

Tenminuteslater....

Hegottotheothersideandandlefthisclothesby

theritualspondthenputhisfeetinsideasthemany

colourfullargesnakescurledtheirslipperybodies

aroundhim,theotherlargegreensnakewiggledits

tailtohisupperbodyandcurleditsshinybody

aroundhimpullinghiswholebodyinsidethepond

untilhedisappearedinsidethewater......
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THENEXTDAY

Hisheadappearedashiswholebodyemerged.the

allgreenlargesnakeemergedfromthepondwith

Mandlaseatedonitsheadasitlowereditsheadand

hesteppedoutthenrubbedhiseyeswipinghisface

aswaterdrippedfromhisbody.hebenttakinghis

clothesandputthemonthenwalkedtowardsthe

exitandgottohiscar,heopenedthecarbootand

reachedforhisgymbagandchangedintohisgym

gearbeforewalkingtothedriver'ssideandhopped

indrivingthroughthemorningblisteringsun....



INTHAILAND

sheslowlyopenedhereyesthenrubbedthem

yawningthengotupmakingherwaytothe

kitchen.Martinwasalreadyupinthekitchen

preparingbreakfastthenGracestoppedatthedoor

staringathisbubblyselfashewasbusyhumming

songs.Heturnedandcaughtherglimpse

MARTIN:(smiling)hey

GRACE:hey,morning

MARTIN:howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

GRACE:(smiling)longenoughtonoticeyouareina

goodmood



Hebrieflylaughedandputthepaninthezinkand

gotthecloththenwipedhishandsasGraceleaned

bythekitchencounterfoldingherarms.

GRACE:whatareyoupreparinginthethere?

MARTIN:(smiling)it'sasurprise

GRACE:ohh,Isee

MARTIN:ohh,,bytheway,youwillbesleepingover

againtoday,icalledJodyaskingforanextension

Herfacelitupasshesmiledandjumpedintohis

armshugginghim

GRACE:thankyou,thankyou



MARTIN:(smiling)

Shepulledofffromthehugastheirnosestouched

andtheireyeslocked,therewasasilentmomentas

theygotlostineachother'seyes,hereleasedhis

handtowardsherthinwaistholdingherandbrought

hercloserclosinghiseyesastheirlipstouched.He

slowlysuckedherlipsasshemovedherhandsup

holdinghisneckandliftedherleftlegenjoyingthe

kiss,heliftedherandputheronthecounterasthe

kissgotintensethenhemovedhishanddownher

cookiebutGracepulledoff...

GRACE:ummmm......sorry

MARTIN:(smiling)itsokay

HesmiledandturnedbacktohispotsasGrace

lookedathisbackviewadmiringhisstrongarms...



ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamsunlockedthedoorgettinginsideand

closedbeforemakingherwayinsidewheresheput

herbagonthecouch,meanwhileatthedoorMandla

heldthedoorknobopeningandwalkedinasMs

Williamsturnedsurprised

MSWILLIAMS:ohh,itsyou

MANDLA:yeah,didn'tcomehomelastnight,wastoo

busy

MSWILLIAMS:ohhowk

MANDLA:yeah,hopeyouaregood



MSWILLIAMS:umfinedear,thanks,anythingonmy

daughter?

MANDLA:Ihaven'theardanything,Ireallythought

puttingupanawardforwhoeverfindsherwillhelp

usbutitdidn't

Shesadlylookeddownashepathershoulder

MANDLA:umsorryma

HepassedherheadingtothebathroomandMs

Williamslookedupsniffingsensingaweirdsmell

thenshebroughtherhandsclosertoherface

sniffingthem,sheshookherheadconfusedand

brusheditoffheadingtothekitchen

ATTHEBROTHEL



Jodymovedaroundastheguardssurroundedhim

JODY:weareonlyleftwithonedaybeforethebig

daysoIwantnothingbuthighreinforcedsecurity,no

mistakesokay?

ALL:yessir

JODY:great,makesurethegjrlsareguardedatall

times,atleasttwoguardsfor4roomsandother5

guardsattheexit,youwilldivideyourselvesbetween

therooms.Dontforgetthirdfloorbecausemy

clientsfromdifferentcountrieswillbeheresowe

havetoprotectthemandkeepaneyeoneveryone

arrivingandleaving

All:yessir

JODY:onelastthing,ifyoususpectanythingor



anyonedonthesitatetoshootandshoottokill

becausethelastthingIneedishavinginvaders

here..understood?

ALL:yessir

JODY:okay,youmayallgotoyourstations

Theydispersedaseveryoneturnedtotheirwork

stations.

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Hesteppedoutoftheshowerinatowelandshot

straighttothemasterbedroomthensatdown

slowlyapplyingbodylotionashismindslippedinto

atrainofthoughts.((((GRACE:heyma,Ibroughtyour

medication)))))



Hesmiledthinkingofthefirsttimehelaidhiseyes

onherprettyinnocentface,herskinwasflawless

andhadsoftfeetwithherfleshallintheright

places..hisphonebeepedandheturnedsnapping

outofit

MESSAGE:Goodmorningsir,I.managedtogetyoua

planeticketfortomorrowhalfpastfour,checkyour

emailsformoredetails.Thankyou

Hefinishedreadingthemessageandsighedsadly

beforestandingupreachingforhistrouseranda

simplewhitet-shirtthenstartedgettingdressed.He

walkedtothemirrorandscannedhiscuteface

beforeturningtothedoorandwalkedout.

MeanwhileMsWilliamswipedherhandsandwalked

totheloungebumpingintoMandla

MSWILLIAMS:ohhsorry



MANDLA:(laughed)itsokay

HewalkedtothecouchasMsWilliamsshookher

headfeelingabitdizzy

MANDLA:(lookedather)areyoufine

Sherubbedherfaceandsuddenlyfeltbetter

MSWILLIAMS:(sighed)ummyeah

MANDLA:ohh,bytheway,umleavingforThailand

tomorrowsoyoucantakesometimeoffuntilIget

back

MSWILLIAMS:ohhwhenareyoucomingback?

MANDLA:umnotsurebutIwillcommunicate



MSWILLIAMS:okaysir,um..Iwanttogobuy

somethingatthemall,willbebackinanhour

MANDLA:okay,askoneofthedriver'soutsideto

takeyouthere

MSWILLIAMS:(surprised)butsir,itsnotwork

related

MANDLA:(smiling)Iinsist

MSWILLIAMS:thankyou

Shewalkedoutandheadedtothedriver'soffice..

ATTHEONEROOMEDHOUSE



Miasquattedonthesmallblackplasticbucket

peeingandwipedherselfbeforeshestooduppulling

upherpantiesbutthenstoppednoticingaredblood

spot,shelookedaroundandsighedrealisingshe

doesn'thavepadsthenreachedforthetissueand

putitonherpantiesthenpulledthemup..shewalked

toherhandbagandpickedittakingoutherwallet

thentooktheP50noteoutandputthebagdown

shootingtothedoor,sheopenedupandwalkedout

puttingthenoteinherbackpocketbeforewalkingto

thetaxistop.

Meanwhileinthecar.....

MSWILLIAMS:heh,lookatthatpooryoungladymo

letsatsinglewena(lookatthatpooryoungladyin

thisblazingsun)

DRIVER:yeahitisverysunnyoutside



MSWILLIAMS:(softly)hlerramoemelegongweoya

mall'n(pleasegiveheraridemaybesheisgoingto

themall)

DRIVER:MrMathewswouldkillme,givingpeoplea

rideisnotallowed

Shesigheddefeatedashesloweddownpassingby

herthenMsWilliamslookedcarefullyandherheart

skippedashereyesfellonthemanysquirming

wormsonherfacethen....
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MSWILLIAMS:stopthecar

DRIVER:butmam....

MSWILLIAMS:please

HesighedandstoppedthenMsWilliamshopped

outandwalkedtothesideapproachingMia,herjaw

droppedashereyeslandedonthewoundedhand,

thesightofitsentshiversdownherspineasher

skincrawled.Shepulledherselftogetherand

broughtherfaceclosercheckingifitsreallyher

MSWILLIAMS:Madam



Shelookeddownembarrassedandlostforwords

MSWILLIAMS:(teary)whathappened?

Shelookedinhereyesasherthroatdriedupwith

tearsformingatthecornersofhereyes..

MIA:(tearfully)I..I..(interrupted)

MSWILLIAMS:itsokay,takeyourtime,whereare

yougoing

Miarubbedhertearsandopenedhermouth

MIA:tothemall

MSWILLIAMS:ohhcomewithme,umgoingthat

sideaswell



MsWilliamsreleasedherhandtowardsherright

handandheldherwalkingbacktothe,sheopened

thedoorforherasshereluctantlyhoppedinasMs

Williamswenttothedriver'ssidethenthedriver

steppedontheacceleratorheadingtothemall

INTHAILAND

Shetooktheplatesandwalkedtothekitchen

puttingtheminthezinkasMartinfollowedher,then

sheturnedandleanedbythezinkfoldingherarms

GRACE:thatwasdelicious,thankyou

MARTIN:toldyouumgoodatthis

Hisphonebeepedthenhetookitreadingthe

message



MESSAGE:heagreed,sowehavefourguardsonour

side

Hesmiledtextingback

Typing......

MARTIN:alrightthanks

HIM:Iarrangedameetingwiththemsoyoucan

meetthemandlayouttheplan

MARTIN:alright,when?

HIM:inanhourmaybe?



MARTIN:alrightcool,sendtheaddress

HIM:alrightwillsendit

MARTIN:okay

Heputthephoneonthetablesmiling

GRACE:(curious)what?

MARTIN:letsjustsayeverythingiscomingupright?

GRACE:(smiling)ohh

MARTIN:yeah,umgoingtomeetupwiththeguards

fromhere



GRACE:alright,justbecareful.

Hesmiledandwalkedoverholdingherwaistasshe

wrappedherhandsaroundhisneckastheylooked

intoeachother'seyes

MARTIN:IpromiseI'llbecareful,okay

GRACE:good

Helaughedabitthenclosedhismouthleaningover

forakissthenplantedhissoftpinklipsonhersand

pulledbacktalking

MARTIN:hmm...juicy

GRACE:(smiling)



Heleanedoveragainandgentlysuckedherlipsas

theirheadstilted,hemovedhishandsuptoher

boobssqueezingthemasshefilledherpantieswith

warmjuicesthenhemovedhishanddownand

slightlymovedherpantiescaressinghercookiethen

muttered

MARTIN:fuck!

Heheldherwaistandliftedherontopofthecounter

thenbentasshegaspedashepulledoffhershorts

throwingthemonthefloorbuttherewasaloud

bangatthedoor.Theireyeswidenedastheylooked

ateachother,Gracequicklygotdowngrabbingher

shortsandhurriedtothebedroomasMartinmade

hiswaytothedoorthen.........

ATTHEMALL

TheyquietlywalkedoutofthestorethenMiaturned



tothetaxis

MSWILLIAMS:nodear,wewilldropyouoffatyour

house

Miasadlylookeddownandslippedintothoughts,

shecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutallthehorrible

thingsshedidtothepooroldwoman,she

rememberedhowshepushedheronthewetfloor

hurtingherknees.Butnowthesamepersonshehurt

intheworstpossiblewaywasherebeingnicetoher,

weirdenough,unlikeeveryoneMsWilliamswasn't

disgustedbyher,shedidn'tevencoverhernosebut

insteadwalkedclosertoherandheldherhand

withoutmakingherfeelworthless.Tearsstreamed

downherfaceandtemporarilyblurredhervision

thenMsWilliamssadlylookedatheropeningupher

armsasMialetloseandfellinherarmscrying

hysterically,sheletitalloutasthepooroldwoman

huggedhertightrubbingherback



MIA:ahhhhh,yiiiiiiiieeeyiyiyeeeeee......

MSWILLIAMS:itiswelldear

Shecontinuedcryingaspeoplepassedbylookingat

herdisgusted,butforsomereason,nothingelse

mattered,sheletallthepainoutfeelingsafeinMs

Williamswarmarms

MSWILLIAMS:itsgoingtobefinedear,Don'tcry

Shecalmeddownandpulledbackrubbinghereyes

thenhereyeslandedonMsWilliam'sbloody

shoulder,thewoundhadbledonherandsomeof

thewormswiggledtheirgreenandbrownsmall

bodiesonherclothessoshequicklyreleasedher

handtryingtogetridofthembutMsWilliams

steppedback



MSWILLIAMS:itsokaydear,illfixit

Shetookoftheblazerandstartedshakingitasthe

wormslostbalancefallingdownthenshewrappedit

up

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)letsgo

MIami:(nodded)okay

Theyslowlywalkedbacktothecarandhoppedin

anddroveoff

20minuteslater....

Heslowlyapproachedthetaxistopandstopped

MSWILLIAMS:ummsir,canwepleasedropheroff



atherhouse?

DRIVER:okay

MSWILLIAMS:thankyou,shewilldirectyou

HeturnedasMiadirectedhimtohersmalloneroom,

MsWilliam'sheartbrokeastheyparkedatthegate,

shecouldn'tbringherselftobelievethatMiareally

staysintheoldoneroom

MIA:thankyou

ShesaidthatopeningthedoorthenMsWilliams

alsohoppedout

MSWILLIAMS:letmesaybye



Shequicklyclosedthedoorhurryingtohersidethen

theywalkedtowardsthegate

MSWILLIAMS:(clearedherthroat)umm.....Idon't

knowwhathappenedtoyoubutIwouldliketohelp

you

ShesighedsadlyasGracecrossedhermind,she

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutthetimesMsWilliam's

brokedowncryingforhermissingdaughterbutnow

shefelttherewasn'tmuchtodo,ifshecomesclean

thenMandlawillprobablykillher

MIA:(lookedupather)umsorryforeverythingIever

didandsaidtoyou,youdidn'tdeserveallthat,Iwas

justtoomiserableandlookingforsomeoneto

blame,pleaseforgiveme

MsWilliam'seyespopped,thatwasso

unexpected,sheactuallyneverthoughtMiawould



apologize,shewasnevertheapologisingtypeand

somehowshehadgotusedtoitandacceptedit.

Shestillcouldn'tunderstandwhyshefeltcompelled

tohelpherevenafterthebadtreatmentshegave

herallthisyears,beingmadatherorhatingherhas

alwaysbeenthenearlyimpossiblethingtodo,all

shehadforherwasmadlove

MIA:(softly)MsWilliams

Shesnappedoutofthetrainofthoughtsandlooked

ather

MSWILLIAMS:huh,ummm...itsfinedear,Ihave

forgivenyou

MIA:(smiling)really?

MSWILLIAMS:yesdear



MIA:thankyou

MSWILLIAMS:umm...Ihavetogonow,keepwell

MIA:bye

SheturnedandwalkedbacktothecarleavingMia

whoslippedintodeepthoughts,forthefirsttimeina

longtime,shefeltlighteventhoughtherewasstilla

bitofweightonhershoulders,sheknewexactly

whatneededtobedonetolifttheburdenbutthat's

somethingshecouldn'triskdoingbecauseitwould

betheendofherexistence.Shesighedandturned

walkingintoheroneroomwheresheputherplastic

downandbentpullingoffherpantiesremovingthe

tissuethenreachedfortheplastictakingoutherpad,

sheteareditupandgotthepadlayingitonher

pantiesthenpulleditupbeforelayingdownonher

mattress.......
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Heopenedthedoorandsmiledashisfriendwalked

in

MARTIN:hey,Ithoughtwemeetingupsomewhere

HIM:IwasinthehoodandthoughtmaybeIcan

passbybeforewemeettheguys



MARTIN:ohhokay,sowhatsitgoingtobe

HIM:nothinghaschanged,keepJodybusy,finda

wayofspikinghisdrinkthenmakeyourmoves

becauseeveryonewillbedistracted

MARTIN:alright,umm....letmegetmycarkeysthen

webounce

HIM:alright

Hebreathedoutandheadedtothemasterbedroom

whereGracewasbitinghernailsnervouslymoving

upanddown,heopenedthensheturnedlookingat

him

GRACE:and?



MARTIN:relax,itsmyfriend,theoneImentioned

earlier

Shesighedinrelief

GRACE:shuuu.......IthoughtmaybeitsJody

MARTIN:metoo,umgonnaleavenowbutIwon't

takelongokay?

GRACE:okay

Hegrabbedthecarkeysandwalkedcloserplanting

hissoftlipsonherforehead

MARTIN:makesomethingtoeatandgetready

becausemyhourswithyouarealmostover



GRACE:alright

Heturnedaroundandopenedthedoorwalkingout,

fewminuteslaterhewasintheloungethentheyleft

asGracestartedgettingreadyforherdeparture.

THENEXTDAY

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MsWilliamszippedthelastbagandpulledittothe

loungeasMandlagothiscarkeysreadytoleave

MSWILLIAMS:umdonedear

MANDLA:alright,callthoseguystocarrythe

luggagetomycar



Shewalkedoutsideandsignaledcallingthedriver

thenhestoodupheadingtowardsher

MSWILLIAMS:pleasetakethebagstothecar

DRIVER:okay

Hebentcarryingthebagsthenwalkedout

MANDLA:ummm....umleavingnowbecausemy

flightisintwohoursfromnowsoI'llgetoneofmy

chauffeurstodrivemetotheairportandbringthe

carbackhome,pleasemakesuretheybringitback

thenreleasethem..Timothywilltakecareofsecurity

MSWILLIAMS:okaysir



MANDLA:'yes,umnotsurewhenI'llcomebackbut

youcanalwayscomeherewheneveryoufeellikeit

Helookedathiswristwatchandsighed

MANDLA:itsalmosttimeupma,letmeleave

Hewalkedoutandshotstraighttohisredrange

roversportandhoppedinthentheydroveoff

headingtotheairport......

MeanwhileMsWilliamsclosedthedoorandslowly

walkedtothecouchsittingdownlostinthoughts.

Shecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutMia'scurrentstate,

yesshedidn'taskhermuchbecauseshenoticed

howemotionalshebecamewhensheaskedthefirst

timebutshewasverycurious,itjustdidn'tmake

sensehowquicklyshechangedandthewoundwas

justtoobigforanormalsnakebiteifthatswhatit

is...



MSWILLIAMS:hussssshhhh

Sheheavedahugesighasshefailedtoconnectthe

puzzlebutthenassumedthatmaybeitsjustaskin

diseaseorsomething

MSWILLIAMS:(toherself)letmegetmybagand

dashtoherplacebeforethedrivergetsbackhere

Shestoodupandquicklygotherbaghangingiton

hershoulderthenwalkedtothechauffeursoffice

MSWILLIAMS:.hello

Theyallturnedandlookedather

ALL:heymam



Shesmiledrubbingherhands

MSWILLIAMS:umm.....Ineedtogosomewhere

MAN:okaymam,illdriveyou

Hestoodupasshesteppedbackthentheyheaded

totheparkinglotandgotinsidetheblackC63

drivingoff

MSWILLIAMS:I'lldirectyoufromthetaxistop

MAN:(focusedontheroad)okmam

TheydroveinsilencepassingthetaxistopthenMs

Williamsstartedpointingdirectinghim



Tenminuteslater......

TheyparkedinfrontofhergatethenMsWilliams

steppedoutandwalkedtowardsthesmalloldone

room

MeanwhileinsideMiawashedoffthewormsin

warmwaterthenappliedtheointmentonherhand

butthewormsreappearedalloveragain,therewasa

knockatthedoorthenshelookedup

MIA:kemang?(Whoisit)

MSWILLIAMS:itsme

Herheartskippedasshelookedaroundthemessy

dirtyoneroom.Thishadtobetheworstdayever,

someonewhousedtobeherservant,someoneshe

usedtoorderaroundwasyettowitnessher



downfall.Shetriedtostandupbutthepainonher

handwastoounbearablethenshesighed

MIA:comein

MsWilliamsturnedthedoorknobopeningupand

walkedin.Therewasanawfulsmellbutsheheld

herselfandavoidedcoveringhernose,sheslowly

walkedinlookingaroundthemessyroomandfelt

herthroatdryingup,tearsformedatthecornersof

hereyesasherheartbrokeforMia,sheletlooseof

thetearsthentheyfloweddownhercheeksasMia

lookedupinherfaceembarrassed.

MIA:(sadly)mam

Therewasnoresponseashermindstillwondered

around,Mianoticedhertearsandthesadnesson

herfacethensighedsadly.Shecouldn'tstop

wonderingwhythisoldwomanwassofondofher



evenafterallthebadthingsshediduntoher.

MIA:(softly)mam

Shegatheredallherstrengthandstoodupwalking

towardsherandwavedherrighthandbeforeher

eyes

MIA:mam

Shesnappedoutofthetrainofthoughtsandwiped

hertearssniffing

MSWILLIAMS:ohh,umsorry..Ijust...

MIA:(softly)itsokay

MSWILLIAMS:(smilingteary)howareyou?



MIA:(sadly)hanginginthere

MSWILLIAMS:okay,umsorrytoaskbutumjusttoo

curious,whathappened?

Mialookeddowngoingdownmemorylaneastears

formedatthecornersofhereyesbutshelookedup

holdingthemin,

MIA:(inhermind)sheprobablywontbelieveme

MSWILLIAMS:dear..

MIA:umm.....itsasnakebite,Iwassleepingthenit

bitmebeforerunningaway

MSWILLIAMS:aww..Umsosorrytohearthatdear,I



actuallyassumeditsAsnakebitebutthenthought

itstoobigforasnakebite

MIA:(sadly)okay

MSWILLIAMS:Iknowsomeonewhocanhelpyou,

youshouldcometochurchwithmehewillhelpyou

Miasnapped..

MIA:no!

MSWILLIAMS:(confused)

MIA:(panicked)ummmmm.......Icant,Ican'tcome

tochurchwithyouMsWilliams

MSWILLIAMS:(curious)whydear?



Shelookeddownandsighed

MIA:Ididhorriblethings,thingsGodwouldn'tforgive

mefor,andumafraidthepastormightseethrough

me

MsWilliamsheldherrighthandlookingintohereyes

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)I.understandyourfearsmy

dearbuttrustme,Godwantsyouasyouare,you

donthavetochangefirstbeforecomingtochurch

andmypastorwouldn'tembarrassyouairingyour

dirtylaundryinpublic,no,hewontdothat,justcome

tochurchandrepent,askGodtoforgiveyouforyour

sins,askhimtogivethosewhomyouwrongedsoft

andforgivingheartsaswell.Noonewilljudgeyou

dearbecausewearenotperfect,nooneissodont

behardonyourself



Shesighedandnoddedinagreement

MIA:okay,Iwillcomewithyou

MsWilliam'sfacelitupwhensheagreed

MSWILLIAMS:thankyoudear

Shekissedherhandandsteppedback

MSWILLIAMS:Ishouldgetbacknow

MIA:okaybye

MSWILLIAMS:bye

Shewalkedoutandhurriedbacktothecarand



hoppedinlookingatherwristwatch

MSWILLIAMS:IhopeIdidn'teatmuchofyourtime

Hesmiledandsteppedontheacceleratordriving

off..

ATTHEAIRPORT

Theflightattendantgrabbedhisluggageandpulled

itinashewalkedbehindherandsatdownlooking

outsidethewindowashisphonebeeped

MESSAGE:deliveredtoThemba

Hesighedasheonlyrealizednowthatthemessage

wasn'tdeliveredthelasttime.Heputhisphoneback

inthepocketastheylistenedtoinstructionsthen



theplanetookoff...

MeanwhileatThemba'shouse

Hisphonevibratedthenhepickeditandscrolled,his

jawdroppedreadingthemessage......

#
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Hisjawdroppedreadingthemessageashiswhole

bodystartedsweatingthenhestoodupmovingup

andaboutscratchinghisheadfrustrated.Hewalked



backtothecouchandbentpickinghisphoneand

broughtitclosertohisfacereadingthemessage

again

MESSAGE:umleavingforThailandintwodays,

pleasetakecareofbusinessdownhere,my

assistantwillhelpyouaswell

THEMBA:shit

Herubbedhisfaceanddialedhimbutitshot

straighttovoicemailthenhedialedMia

VOICE:themascomnumberyouhavedialedisnot

available,pleasetry-.......

Hehungupandclickedhistonguethenhurriedto

thebedroomopeninghisclosetandchangedinto

cleanclothesthenwalkedbacktotheloungepicking



hiscarkeysbeforeheadingouttothegaragewhere

heunlockedhisbenzandhoppedinthendroveoff....

Thirtyminuteslater.....

Hedrovetowardsthesmallgateandparkedthen

steppedoutandshotstraighttothesmalloldone

roomwhereheroughlyknocked

MIA:kemang?(Whoisit?)

THEMBA:itsme

Sherecognizedhisvoiceandgatheredallher

strengthstandingupthenwalkedtothedoor

openingup

MIA:thislateThemba?



Hequicklygotinsideallrestless...

MIA:areyoufine?

THEMBA:(shaking)hellno!

Hescratchedhisheadthenreachedforhispocket

takinghisphoneoutandbroughtitclosertoMia's

faceasshereadthemessagethenlookedbackat

himcalm

THEMBA:see?Weareindeepshit

MIA:(sighed)yeah,thisaren'tlookinggoodforus

THEMBA:yeah,so??



MIA:(calmly)what?

THEMBA:whatarewegoingtodo?

Shewalkedtothesmalltableandgotacupfillingin

waterthensipped

MIA:nothing

THEMBA:nothing?Andwhyareyousocalm?

MIA:nnakanakeihlobogileThemba,thereisnot

muchtodonow(IhavegivenupThemba)

THEMBA:(angrily)whatdoyoumean?

MIA:Ihaveacceptedmyfate,besides,himkillingme

wouldbeablessingindisguisebecauseIama



walkingcorpse

THEMBA:areyouserious?

MIA:(sighed)andmaybehewontseehersojust

relax,plusthatmessageisn'tgivingmuchdetailsso

umassuminghejustwentthereforbusiness,Idont

thinkhewenttherelookingforher,gapenkaboasa

gobolellaifatallhefoundout

THEMBA:butwecan'tignorethefactthatchances

ofmeetingherarehigh,especiallyifhewentona

businesstrip,Iknowwhathappensdowntherewhen

wegomeetupwithourclients,thereisalotthat

goesdown

MIA:(calm)ahh,Ihonestlydon'tcarewhetherhe

findsherornotbecauseIamtiredoflivinglikethis,

guilthasbeeneatingmeupoflate,especiallyafterI

bumpedintohermother,thepooroldwomanis



tryingtobestrongbutsheisbrokensomaybe

findingherwouldbeforthebest

Thembalookedatherandlaughedindisbelief

THEMBA:areyouevenlisteningtoyourselfright

now?

MIA:(calm)IamdyingThemba,Ihaveworms

feastingonme,theyareslowlyeatingmylifeaway,

insteadofhealingIamgettingworsesoIdon'thave

muchtoliveforandumdonerunningawayand

hiding.Iamreadyforanythingandeverything

THEMBA:soIamallaloneinthisnow?

MIA:IamsorrybutIcan'tdothisanymore,Ican't

runawaywithyouifthatswhatyouwerehopingfor,

thisisallmyfaultsoI'llremainhereandownupto



mymistakes

HeslowlysteppedbacklookingatMia'sserious

facethentookaturnholdingthedoorknob

MIA:(softly)Iamreallysorry,Iknowitsallmyfault

butIcan'tturnbackthehandsoftimenow.Um

sorry

Hekeptquietswallowinghardthenopenedupand

walkedoutwithoutlookingback....

Miasighedsadlyandgotherphonebrowsing

throughthegallerythenselectedtheirphotosand

senthimcaptioned

"Youcanusethosephotostotryandjustifyyour

actions,tellhimIsetyouupsoyouhadnochoice

hencefellinmytrap.Ihopethatmakesadifference"



Meanwhileoutsideheopenedthecarandhoppedin

ashisphonevibrated.Heclosedthedoorand

clickedonthemessagereadingbeforeputtingit

awaythensighedandsteppedontheaccelerator

drivingoffinthedarknight.....

24HOURSLATER....

Hesteppedoutoftheairplaneandtookhisshades

protectinghiseyesfromthemorningragingsun

thengothisluggagebagfromtheflightattendant

andpulleditwalkingthroughthecrowd...

Meanwhileasmartlydressedmaninablacksuit

andawhiteshirtlookedatthepictureinhishand

thenlookedbackatMandlathenwalkedover

HIM:hellosir



Heturnedbackwithastraightface

HIM:welcometoThailand,Bangkokcity,Iamhere

topickyouup.

HereleasedhishandasMandlatookhisshadesoff

andreleasedhishandforahandshake

MANDLA:hellosir

HIM:letsgothisway

themanbenttakinghisluggagebagandledthe

way....

ATTHEBROTHEL(THIRDFLOOR)

Therewassoftmusicplayinginthebackgroundas



Jodywalkedinandsmiledadmiringthebeautiful

decoratedspaciousroomthenoneoftheworkers

walkedover

HER:sir,doyoulikeit

JODY:(smiling)likeit?Iloveit,itssobeautifulbut

willyoufinishsettingupthestageontimebecause

theguestsmightstartarriving,anytimefromnow

HER:wewillbedoneinthirtyminutessir,dontworry

JODY:okay

Shesmiledthenheturnedwalkingawayproudly......

MeanwhileinGrace'sroom.....



Shemovedupandaboutnervouslybitinghernails

RATI:willyoujustcalmdown

GRACE:(sighed)umhappywemightactuallygetour

freedomtodaybutIcan'tshakeoffthefeelingthat

somethingbadisgoingtohappen

RATI:stopoverthinking,IbelieveMartin'splanis

perfect.

GRACE:umjustsoworriedabouthim,heisrisking

hislife

RATI:relax,andgetridofthosenegativethoughts

Gracesighedandsmiled



GRACE:youareright,Ishouldn'toverthinkandbe

trytobepositive

RATI:good!Nowtellme,whatsthefirstthingyou

aregoingtodowhenyougethome?

GRACE:(thoughtfully)church,Iwillgotochurchand

thankGodforasecondchanceatnormallife,thats

whatIwoulddo(sighed)Ican'twaittoseemy

mother,Iwonderhowshetookmydisappearance

butIknowshemissesmejustasmuchasImiss

her

RATI:(sadly)yahneh

GRACE:(lookedather)what?

RATI:Ijust......Idon'thaveparentssoI'llbegoing

backtomytwosiblings,Iwonderhowtheyhave



beensurvivingwithoutmebecauseIwasthe

breadwinnerandtheyarestillinschool.Ijusthope

Godkeptthemsafe

GRACE:umsorry

RATI:itsokay

Shesmiledthentheycontinuedchattingabouttheir

familiesbackhome

ATMARTIN'SHOUSE

inhistuxedo,heturnedadmiringhimselfinfrontof

themirrorthenreachedforthedrawerandopenedit

takingoutasmallplasticwithapowderinside.He

putitinhispocketandwalkedtowardstheside

tablegrabbinghisphonedialing....



MARTIN:hey

HIM:heyman,areyouready?

MARTIN:morethanready,didyoucheckiftheguys

tooktheirpositions

HIM:yep,allisinplace

MARTIN:alright,thanksman

HIM:sure,bye

MARTIN:bye

Hehungupthengrabbedhiscarkeysmakinghis

wayouttothegaragewherehegotinhiscarand

droveoff....



ATTHEHOTELROOM

Herefreshedthenchangedintohisnewdesigner

Suitandputonhisposhdesignerwatchbefore

walkingclosetothemirroradmiringhissexyself.

Heleanedcloserscanninghiscleanflawlessface

andpulledasmilerevealinghisgleamingwhiteteeth

thenaknockinterruptedhim

MANDLA:comein

HIM:sir,itsalmosttimeup,wehavetogo

MANDLA:alright,umcoming

Hetookalastlookofhissmartselfthengothis

shadeswalkingout...........



#
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Guestsslowlyfilledtheplaceupasushersmoved

upanddownmakingsureeverythingisinplaceas

everyonetakestheirdesignatedseats.Meanwhilein

theparkinglotMandlasteppedoutofthecarand

madehiswayintothebuildingasoneoftheushers

dressedinblacksuits,whiteshirtsbowtiedbrought

aphotoclosertohisfacethenlookedbackathim

beforewalkingover

USHER:goodafternoonMrMathews,Mynameis

JasonandIamyourusherfortoday



MANDLA:(smiledbriefly)

USHER:pleasefollowme

HeledthewayasMandlawalkedbehindhim,they

steppedintheliftquietlyasitshorttothirty

floor..fewminuteslatertheyarrivedthenstepped

outandwalkedintothefillednicelydecoratedroom,

hestoppedattheentranceandlookedaround.

Everyonewassmartlydressed,lookingclassyeven.

Hetookastepwalkingbehindhisusherasheads

turnedtowardshim.

USHER:(pointing)youmaysitheresir,andplease

pressthatbuttonifyouneedme.

MANDLA:thankyou



Hesatdownandlookedatthetwoemptychairson

thetablethenawaitresswalkedoverwithatray

WAITRESS:somethingtodrinksir

MANDLA:ohh

Hereleasedhishandandgotthewineglassthen

sippedappreciatingthesoftmusicinthe

background

Meanwhileattheentrance,Martinsteppedinand

smiledlookingaroundbeforewalkingbehindhis

usherwhodirectedhimtoMandla'stable.

USHER:(toMandla)goodafternoonsir,(toMartin)

youmaytakeaseat,pleasepressthatbuttonifyou

needanythingfromme



Martinslowlysatdownwithhiseyesfixedon

Mandla.

MARTIN:hello,.mynameisMartin

MANDLA:hi,MandlaMathews

Theyfistbumpedandcontinuedmakingsmalltalk

Meanwhileupthestage,Jodygotthemicas

everyoneturnedgivinghimattention

JODY:Goodeveningladiesandgentlemenand

welcometoJodyAndPartnersclientsappreciation

party.umhonouredtohaveyouallhere,thankyou

verymuchformakingtimeinyourbusy

schedules..nowletmenotspoilitbybeinglong

becauseIbelievethemasterofceremonieswilldo

theintroductionsandeverything..



Everyoneclappedashesteppeddownwalking

towardsMandla'stableandoccupiedthelastchair

JODY:WemeetagainMrMathews

MANDLA:(brieflysmiled)

JODY:thanksforcoming

MANDLA:youarewelcome

HeturnedtoMartin

JODY:Ibelieveyoualreadymetgentlemen,Martin

thisisMandlaMathews,myBotswanabusiness

associate



Martin'sheartskippedashelookedbackatMandla

andconnectedthedots.

MARTIN:ummm...yeswealreadymetandtalkedbut

notmuch..

Meanwhileatthestage,theMasterofceremonies

startedmakingtheintroductionsaseveryonestood

upwaving..

MC:pleasewelcomeMrMathewsallthewayfrom

Botswana

Hestoodupandwavedaseveryoneclappedthen

theshewentonandonmakingintroductionsbefore

concluding

MC:nowthatweallknoweachothernow,Ithinkits

abouttimewestartminglingandenjoythe



party..enjoy!!

Shesteppeddownasthemusicstartedplayingthen

everyonestoodupmingling..

ATGRACE'SROOM

shewalkedtothedoorandpeakedoutsidebutthere

were8guardsinsteadof4

GRACE:shit!Thereare8guardshere,Ithought

Martinsaidtherewillbefour

RATI:what?

Shewalkedoverandtookalookbeforeclosingthe

door



RATI:shit!

GRACE:onlyfourofthemareinontheplan,Idon't

thinktheotherfourisaware

RATI:whatdowedonowbecauseIdon'tthink

Martinknows

Shescratchedherheadmovingupanddowntrying

tothink...

GRACE:umm...I'lljusttaketheriskandaskoneof

themaboutthechanges

RATI:andsaywhatexactly?

GRACE:(thoughtfully)Iwontsellusout,relax



RatisighedasGracewalkedtothedooropening

thensteppedoutapproachingtheotherguard

GRACE:(whispering)hey

HIM:yes

GRACE:(whispering)whatsgoingonnow,what

changed

Hebentwhispering

HIM:dontworry,theyareallin

GRACE:(relieved)ohh

Sheturnedwalkingbackin....



RATI:and??

GRACE:theyareallin

Sheheavedahugesighinrelief

RATI:shuuu....okay

Shesatdownastheyanxiouslywaited.........

BACKATTHIRDFLOOR

Martinlookedaroundthenreachedforhispocket

takingoutthesmallsachetandemptieditintohis

drinkthenstoodupwalkingovertoMandlaandJody

withitinhishand



MARTIN:hey,finallygottiredofbeingseated

JODY:Iwasactuallyworriedseeingyouseatedand

thoughtyouaren'tenjoying

MARTIN:whatno,um enjoyingmyself

JODY:great

MARTIN:(toJody)shit!Pleaseholdthisforme,I

havetomakeaphonecall

JodygotthewineglasswithhisrighthandasMartin

lookedcloselytomakesuretheydontmixup

MARTIN:(inhismind)righthand,righthand

Hesteppedbackandfakedacall,meanwhileathis



backJody'sphonevibratedthenhehandedMandla

thedrinkonhisrighthandandtookhisphoneout

readingthemessage

JODY:ohhholdthis

HefinishedreadingthemessagewhileMandla

sippedonMartin'sdrinkunawarethenhandedJody

hisdrinkasMartinturnedbacktothem

MARTIN:(inhismind)Itsontherighthand,soiWill

taketheoneontheleftandwaitforhimtotakejust

onesipbeforeIgoout

Hestretchedhishandtowardshimandgotthewine

inhislefthand

MARTIN:thankyou



JODY:(gulpeddownhiswine)mhm,niceoneItell

you

Martinsmiledsecretly.....

MARTIN:(inhismind)Ishouldleavenowbecauseit

willstartworkingintwominutes

HepatJody'sshouldersmilingasJodyturned

lookingatMandla'ssleepyeyes

MARTIN:(toJody)I'mgoingtothebathroom

JODY:callyourus-......

Heturnedandwalkedawaywithoutallowinghimto

finishthesentencethenJodysighedandturnedto

Mandlawhowaslosingbalanceashiseyesclosed



thenhebentholdinghimaspeoplewatched..

JODY:comeonman,justoneglassandyouare

alreadythiswasted

MandlalostbalanceandalmostfellbutJodybent

hiskneesupportinghimandlookedaroundhoping

toseeMartin

JODY:(clenchedhisteeth)dammitMat,whyareyou

takinglongnow,Icanonlyrelyonyoutohelpmeout

Mandla'susherwalkedoverandhelpedholdhim

JODY:thanks,letmelookforMartinsohecanhelp

us,thisisoneofmynewtopsupplierssoIcan't

trusthimwithjustanyone



Hewalkedtowardsthebathroomcallinghisname

JODY:Mat,Mat.

Hecheckedeverydoorbuthewasnowheretobe

foundthenhethoughtfullyshottotheliftandwent

downthinkinghemighthavewenttohiscar.

MeanwhileatGrace'sroom

Martinhurriedinastheygottheirsmallbagsready

rorunout

MARTIN:letsgo

Theyquicklygotoutastheguardslaiddown

pretendingtobeasleep.Theyranthroughthe

passageandpassedtheliftreadytorunfortheexit



buttherewasaloudbangasbloodsplashed......

#
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Theyranthroughthepassageandpassedthelift

readytorunfortheexitbuttherewasaloudbangas

bloodsplashed.

JODY:(steppedoutofthelift)stop!

TheyfrozeasMartin'slandedonthefloorwithblood

gushingfromhisneck.Jodywalkedcloserwithhis

gunaimedatthetwogirls,helookeddownandhis



heartskippedrecognizingMartin.

JODY:what?Martin?

Heslowlymovedhishandtotheneckandheldthe

bleedingwoundashishandquicklyturnedred

coveredwithblood,hemovedhisheavyeyesto

Gracesayingsomethingasmoreblooddrippedfrom

hismouth

MARTIN:(lowvoice)I....lloove..you

Hiseyesslowlyclosedashishandfelldownthenhis

headlostbalanceastheeyesturnedtothebackof

hisheadandhismouthremainedopen.Gracequietly

lookedathimasatearrandownhercheeksthen

shefelldownonherkneesscreamingherlungsout

GRACE:(crying)nooooohhhhh...ahhh.ahah



Shecriedherlungsoutthenslowlycrawledtowards

hislifelessbodyandfellontopofhimshakinghim

GRACE:(tear)nooohh,pleasewakeup,wakeup,

pleasedon'tleaveme(fadingvoice)dontleaveme,

please

ShecontinuedshakinghimasRati'seyeswelledup

thenshefearfullylookedattheguninJody'shands

beforewalkingovertoGraceandkneltdownonher

kneespullingheroffMartin'sbody

RATI:heisgone,pleasecome

GRACE:(crying)noRati,no,,hecan'tdie..(criedmore)

ahhhhhhh..nooooohh!!IyoooohhpleaseGodbring

himback



RATI:(stoleaglimpseofJody'sconfusedface)lets

goback,please

GraceignoredherandtouchedMartin'sbloody

cheekshakinghim

GRACE:(breakingvoice)Martin,pleasewake

up,,pleaasse,don'tleaveme

MeanwhileJodyrecollectedhimselfafter

connectingthedotsthenlookedbacktomakesure

noneofhisguestwitnesstheordeal

JODY:(pointinghisgunatGrace)getup!

Sheignoredhimandcontinuedcryingasshehugged

thelifelessbodythenJodysteppedbacktryingto

think



JODY:(inhismind)lookatwhatyoumademedo

Mat,Itrustedyoubutnow...

Hesighedsadlyashisthroatdriedup,henow

realisedhowmuchhewasattachedtoMartin,yes,it

startedoffjustasbusinessbuttheygotalongso

wellandhewasonepersonwhounderstoodhim

betterthanmostpeople.HelookedatRati'sscared

facethenraisedhisgunather

JODY:gether!

RatibentpullingGraceoffMartin'sbloodylifeless

bodyasshescreamedmorethenJodywalkedover

andpickedherthenwalkedtowardstheroomsas

shescreamedkickingtheair,alltheothergirlsgot

alarmedandopenedtheirroomspeakingoutsideas

JodywalkedthroughthepassagewithRatifollowing.

Hestoppedashiseyesfellonthesleepingguards

thenheangrilyputGracedownbeforerunningback

tothelifelessbodyandtookouthisphonedialing



JODY:yes,comedownhere

VOICE:alrightsir

Hesighedandheldhisshoulderslookingaround

thenfewminuteslateroneofhisguardscame

panting

HIM:sir

Hismouthwidenedashiseyesfellontheirtopclient

thenhelookedbackatJodyconfused

HIM:sir-...

JODY:takehimandcalltheotherssotheycanclean

upbeforeanyoneseesthis



HIM:okaysir

JODY:takehimtoroom92,andusethepassageso

thatnooneseesyou

HIM:okaysir

Hestormedoffwalkingtowardstheroomsclicking

histongue.heangrilyputhishandgunbackinthe

suitinnerpocketandstartedkickingthesleeping

guardsastheyjumpedactingsurprised

JODY:whatthehellisthis?

Hetookouthisguncockingitandaimedatthemas

theyrubbedtheireyesconfused



GUARD1:(sleepyeyes)boss

HelookedaroundactingconfusedthenJody

rememberedthelookonMandla'sfacebeforehe

dozedoff,itallmadesensenow.Heconcludedthat

Martinmighthavedruggedtheguardsjustashedid

withMandla

JODY:(loud)ohhfuck!

Hesaidthatasherememberedthedrinksincident

thenrealizedMandlatookthedrinkthatwasmeant

forhim

JODY:(muttered)dammitMat!

Heputthegunbackandsighedholdinghiswaist

thenturnedwalkingawayquietlyastheguards

lookedateachothersmiling



GUARD1:shit!

GUARD2:IthinkthatMartinguyruineditbutum

justgladwearesafe,hedidn'tcatchon.

Theyallsighedinreliefandsteppedbacktotheir

designatedstations....

Meanwhileatthirdfloor,Mandla'sushermanagedto

draghimintheliftandpressed6headingtothe6th

floorwherehegentlylaidhimontheneatlymade

bedwithpurewhitebeddingthenhebenttakingoff

hisshoesandputthemdownleavinghimsnoring.

Heheadedbacktothirdfloor..

MASTEROFCEREMONIES:hellohelloagain,sorry

aboutthatlittleincident,mayitnotspoilthefun..DJ!!



Thevolumeincreasedaseveryonefeltthevibeand

wentbacktopartying...

Fewminuteslater...

Jodywalkedbackinthehallandwalkedtothe

counter

JODY:hey

WAITRESS:sir

JODY:morewineplease

ShefilledhisglassthenHegulpeditdownand

roughlyplacedtheglassdown

JODY:refill



WAITRESS:(slightlyshookherhead)

Shefilleditupagainthenhegulpeditdownand

wentonandonaskingformorerefills...

MeanwhileatGrace'sroom

Sheslowlysatdownandheldherchestasherheart

brokethenRatihuggedher

RATI:umsorry,Iknowyouwereveryclose

GRACE:(criedmore)ahhh.....ahhhhhhahaha..aah

Ratirubbedherbackconsolingherasshecontinued

cryinguntilhertearsrandry..

#
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Sheslowlyclosedhereyesanddozedoffinher

armsthenRatigentlypulledoutfromthehugand

laidherheadonthepillowbeforepullingthesheets

coveringherup.Shesighedlookingatherthen

stoodupandheadedtothedoor,shestoppedatthe

doorandswitchedthelightsoffbeforewalkingout

toherroom......

ATTHIRDFLOOR...

GuestsstartedleavingonebyoneasJodywas



seatedonthestoolatthecountergettingwasted

JODY:refill

WAITRESS:butsiryo-......(interrupted)

JODY:(snapped)fillupthedamnglassandstop

talkingyounggirl

Shequicklygothisglassrefillingitandhetookit

gulpingthewinedownthenstooduplookingaround,

thehallwasalmostempty.Heturnedtryingtotakea

stepandlostbalancealmostfallingbuthisusher

cameforhisrescueandheldhim

USHER:sir

JODY:(withsleepyredeyes)huhhhh?



Hisusherheldhiswaistandputhishandontopof

hisshoulderssupportinghimthenwalkedtothe

elevatorasJodylostbalance.Heheadedtothe6th

floorandsteppedoutoftheelevatorthenwalked

towardsaroomoppositeMandla'swhereheopened

upandgotinsidethengentlyletgoofJodylaying

himdownthentookoffhisshoesbeforecovering

himupwithawarmblanket.Hewalkedawayas

Jody'seyesslowlyclosed....

ATROOM92

Hedraggedhisbodyinsidethenreachedforablack

bigbodyandrolledhislifelessbodyinsidethen

zippeditanddraggedittothecornerbeforewalking

backtothedoorwhereHEstoppedandswitchedoff

thelightsbeforewalkingout.

ATMSWILLIAMS



Shesteppedoutoftheshowerandheadedtothe

bedroomwhereshereachedforhersleepwear

dressingupthenwalkedtothesidelampdrawerand

openedittakingherholybible..sheflippedthepages

andreaditforafewminutesthencloseditkneeling

downonherknees

MSWILLIAMS:heavilyLord,pleasewatchoverme

tonightasIgotobedandpleasewatchovermy

daughterwhereversheis,protectherandfighther

battles,Lordhideherinyourbloodandyourwarm

arms.IthankyouforIknowandbelievethatoneday

youshallbringmydeardaughterbackhome.thank

youLord.Amen

Shestoodupandpulledthesheetsoffgettinginto

bedthenswitchedthesidelampoffsleeping...

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA



Shetossedandturnedthenjumpedscreamingand

breathingheavilyassweatdrippeddownherface

LITTLESISTER:(panting)uhhhhh!!

Heroldersisterheardherandjumpedsittingonher

buttthenhuggedhertightly

BIGSISTER:(rubbingherback)hey,itsokaybaby,its

okay

Shecriedmoreastheflashbacksoftheirpast

traumacrossedhermind

BIGSISTER:(teary)pleasestopcryingbaby

Sherubbedherbackthenpulledoutfromthehug



facingherlittlesisterthenrubbedoffthetearson

herface..

BIGSISTER:it'sokay,okay?

Thelittlesisterforcedasmilethencalmeddownas

hersistergotoffbedwalkingtothedoorand

switchedthelightsonbeforegettingbackinbed..

LITTLESISTER:(breakingvoice)Ican'tstopthinking

aboutit

BIGSISTER:Iknowbaby,Iknowbutyouhaveto

stopcryingbecauseRatiwouldn'tbehappytosee

youcry,canyoudothatforher?

Shenoddedsadly



LITTLESISTER:(teary)doyouthinkshewillever

comeback?

BIGSISTER:(lookeddown)Idon'tknowbaby

LITTLESISTER:(breakingvoice)Iknowthebad

snakesmanwon'tlethergo,whatifhefedhertothe

bigsnakelikethatothergirl,whatif-.....(brokedown

crying)

LITTLESISTER:uhhhh,ah,ahhhhh,Ratiiiii...

BIGSISTER:(tearfully)shhh,stopcrying,shewill

comebackokay,sheisgoingtocomeback,Godwill

helpherjustashehelpedusthelasttime

LITTLESISTER:(weeping)butitsbeenalmostayear

now



Herbigsistershushedherthenrubbedhertearsoff

BIGSISTER:letsprayforherokay

LITTLESISTER:(lowvoice)okay

BIGSISTER:Iprayedyesterday,itsyourturntopray

today

LITTLESISTER:okay

Theygotoffthebedandkneltdownfoldingtheir

armsbeforeshestartedpraying

LITTLESISTER:(tinyvoice)Godpleasebringmy

sisterbackhome,tellthebadmentosetherfreeso

thatshecancomebackhomeandtakecareofus

again,pleasekillthebigsnakesothatitdoesn't



swallowher,please,pleaseGod,wedon'thavefood

todaybecauseRatiusedtobuyusfoodbutnowthat

sheisnothere,wegotobedhungryasnooneis

willingtohelpus.PleaseprotectherJesus.thankyou

andAmen

Shefinishedprayingandtheystoodupasherbig

sistersighedsadlylookingather

BIGSISTER:don'tworrybaby,Godheardyouandhe

willsurelybringherback,butyouhavetopromise

himonething

LITTLESISTER:what?

BIGSISTER:promisehimthatyouwillstopthinking

aboutthesnakesandthatevilman

LITTLESISTER:Itryalottoavoidthinkingaboutthat



butitjusthappens,especiallyinmysleep,Idream

aboutthem

BIGSISTER:(softly)youalwayshavethisnightmares

becauseyouthinkaboutallthatduringtheday,tryto

getridofthethoughts,canyoudothatforRati

LITTLESISTER:(sighed)okay,Iwillstopthinking

aboutit

BIGSISTER:thankyou,nowGodwillsurelybringher

back

LITTLESISTER:(lookinginhereyes)really?

BIGSISTER:(smiling)yeshewill

Shesmiledhearinghersaythatthenhuggedher



happilyashersistersmiledrubbingherback

BIGSISTER:anddon'tworryaboutfoodokay,Ms

William'spromisedtobuyusmorefoodatchurch

lastSundayafterchurchsoshewillbringusmore

food,okay?

LITTLESISTER:(smilinginherarms)okay

BIGSISTER:butmakesureyoudon'ttellher

anythingaboutthebadmenandthesnakesbecause

theymightkillusifyoudo

LITTLESISTER:Iknow,Iwon'tsayanything

BIGSISTER:okaybabygood,nowgetbacktosleep

LITTLESISTER:okaygoodnight



Sheletgoofhertinybodyastheygotinsidethe

blanketsandpulledthemupthensleptleavingthe

lightson...........
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THENEXTDAY

Shestretchedherarmsyawningthenopenedher

eyeslookingaround



GRACE:ishhh

Sheheldherheavyachingheadthensatuprightand

gotoffbedwalkingtothesmalltableatthecorner

andbentdowntakingcupbeforefillinginwaterand

gulpeditalldown.Sheputtheemptycupdownand

stooduprightholdingherwaistandsighedasthe

previousdaypainfulordealflashedthroughher

memory

GRACE:(Lowvoice)Martin....

Shesaidthatastearswelledupinhereyesthen

streameddownhercheeksassheslowlywalked

backtohersmallbedandsatdownrubbingthe

overflowingtearssniffing.Herheartskippedas

someoneknockedatthedoor

GRACE:(Lowvoice)ohGodJody



Shequicklystoodupandwalkedtothedoor

coveringherfacethenopeneduplookingdown

RATI:Grace!

Sheremovedthehandsandlookedupatherthen

sighedinrelief

GRACE:ohhit'syou(sadly)ithoughtit's

BOTH:Jody!

GRACE:(nodded)yeah,comein

ShemovedasideasRatiwalkedinsideandsaton

thebedasGracefollowedher

RATI:(notsurewhattosay)umm...



GRACE:(tearfully)umsoscared,heisgoingto

punishus

RATI:(teary)iknow

GRACE:whatdoyouthinkhewilldowithMartin's

body?

RATI:idon'tknowbutumsurehewontinform his

family

GRACE:ThenthatmeansheWillprobablydispose

himsomewhere

RATI:(sighed)yeah

Tearsformedatthrcornersofhereyesasshe



imaginedMartin'slifelessbodylyinginaditch

somewherethenshebrokedowncryingasRati

movedcloserhuggingher

RATI:(rubbedherback)umsorry

shecontinuedshushingherasshecriedinher

arms.......

INJODY'SROOM

heslowlyopenedhisredheavyeyesthenjumpedoff

thebedashisspecialguestcrossedhismind.

JODY:dammit!

Helookedathiswristwatchthenquicklyputonhis

shoesandshotstraighttohisroomandknocked



Meanwhileinside,Mandlaopenedhisheavyeyes

andrubbedthemyawningthenlookedaroundthe

unfamiliarroom.Hescratchedhisheadtryingto

rememberhowheendedupherebutnothingcame

up.Heturnedlookingatthedoorastheknockgot

louderandlouder.

MANDLA:(sighing)comein

Jodyopenedupthenwalkedinside

JODY:Hey,MrMathews

MANDLA:(yawning)hiJo

JODY:(thoughtfully)youreallyhadalottodrinklast

night



MANDLA:Shit!Andican'tevenrememberanything

man

JODY:Iguesthewinewastoostrongbecauseialso

hadaroughnight,myheadiskillingme

TheybrieflylaughedasJodysatonbededgethen

theycontinuedchattingasMandlagotuplookingat

hiswristwatch

MANDLA:dammit!Imissedmyflight

JODY:Huh?

MANDLA:Yes,itwasattenoclockbutnowthrtime

isalmosteleven



JODY:shit!(Thoughtfully)I'llaskmyPAtobookyou

anotherflightbacktoBotswana

MANDLA:alrightthanks.

JODY:yeah,ithinkweshouldfreshenupthengo

havebreakfastwhilecatchingup

MANDLA:great!

JODY:okay,letmeleaveyoutoit

MANDLA:sure

Hestoodupandwalkedoutgettingintheelevator

shootingtothefirstfloorthenwalkedalongthe

passageheadingtoroom92



Tenminuteslater.......

Heopenedthedoorandgotinsidecoveringhisnose

fromtheawfulsmell..hewalkedclosertotheblack

bodybagandsquattedopeningitupthensadly

lookedatthelifelessalmostrottenbody

JODY:(sadly)umsorryihadtodothis,ididn'teven

knowitsyouuntiliwalkedcloserbutitwastoolate.

Resteasymyman.

Atearrandownandherubbeditoffashestoodup

dialingthesecurityguy

JODY:(swallowedhard)hey,comegettheparcel

HIM:umatthrdoor,figuredyoumightneedmeand

-.....



Hehungupasthrdooropenedthenhewalkedin

HIM:Boss

JODY:godisposehimattheusualspot

HIM:okayboss

Jodyleftastheguardzippedthebodybagand

lookedaroundbeforegettingthetrolleythenhe

liftedtheheavybodyputtingitinsideandpushedit

outside....

ATGRACE'SROOM

therewasaloudbangonthedoorandtheyjumped

lookingateachothertearfullythenheroughly

openedupbeforeheslowlywalkedinsideand



lookedatthemcalmly

JODY:seewhatyoulittlebratsmademedo?

BOTH:(keptquite)

JODY:iamstillverybusyatthemomentbutonce

umdoneyouaregoingtopayforthis,trustme.

Heclickedhistonguethenturnedwalkingouttiget

readyforbreakfastwithMandla....

ATCHURCH

thepastorsaidthelastfewwordsandeveryone

stoodupasMsWilliamsgotherbibleandwalked

uptoMia'sside.Shrheldherhandastheywalked

out



MSWILLIAMS:(Smiling)didyouenjoy?

MIA:itwasn'tbad,andthepainonmywoundsfelt

somuchbetterafterthepastorprayedforme

MSWILLIAMS:Youshouldhaveaoneononewith

hinsothathecanprayvfiryouproperly

MIA:Okayiwill,butididn'tlikethelookhegaveme,

itmademefeelveryuncomfortable

MSWILLIAMS:wellmaybehewaslookingdeepin

thespirit

MIA:(confused)huh?

MSWILLIAMS:imean,maybehewashaving



propheciesbuthewouldn'tsayanythingunlessyou

askhimduringaoneononesession

Miakeptquitethinkingaboutthebadthingsshrdid.

MIA:(inhermind)ithinkheknowswhatidid,but

whydidhekeepquiet

MSWILLIAMS:(louder)Mia!

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedbackatherforcing

asmile

MIA:Huh?

MSWILLIAMS:Theoneononesession,willyoudoit?

MIA:ummm....yes



MSWILLIAMS:Great!Umsureyouwillbe

completelyhealedafterthat

MIA:Okay

MsWilliamslookedatherwristwatchthensighed

MSWILLIAMS:Ummm.....ihavetogosomewhere

MIA:okay

MSWILLIAMS:yes,ipromisedsomeorphanswho

usuallycomestochurchfood.soletmegodo

shoppingthendropthegroceriesattheirhouselater.

Mialookedathersmiling.Itwasamazinghowshe

wasn'tanyrichbutstillsharedthelittleshehaswith



everyone"shethought"

MIA:(smiling)okaybye

MSWILLIAMS:(pathershoulder)byedear

Shetookadifferentturnwalkingaway.......

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

hemovedupanddowngettingallhisclothesand

shoveftheminthetwolargebagsthendraggedthe

twoheavybagstothedoorbeforewalkingbackto

thetablewherehesatdownandgrabbedapen

scribblingsomethingonapieceofpaper

THEMBA:DEARMD;iamsosorrymydearfriend.I

alwaysknewthisdaywouldcomebutjustdidn't



thinkitwouldbethissoon.Iknowthereisnothing

thatcanjustifywhatididbutpleasetryto

understandwhereiwascomingfrom.OnedayI

receivedaphonecallfromanunknownnumber,

remember"thesecretadmirer?"Yes,itwasMia,

wenttomeetherandshetrickedmeintobelieving

shewasplanningasurprisepartyforyoubutthe

nextthingiwojeupinmycarwithaheavyheadthe

nextday,hourslatershecalledmeforameeting.

Fastforward,igotthereandshehadphotosofme

nakedontopofher..couldn'trememberanythingsoi

panickedandgaveibtoherdemands..she

threatenedtoshowyouthephotosifidon'tdance

tohertune.Soyeah,sheaskedmetokillorsend

GracetoThailandbecauseshewasathreattoher

marriage.hadnochoicebuttodoitandsave

myselfbecausethephotoslookedvery

convincing...umsorry

Atearrandownandwetthepaperthenherubbedit

offbeforereachingforhisbackpockettakingout

thehardcopyphotosheprintedearlierandput



themnexttotheletterthenheturnedandsadly

lookedaroundhishousesniffing.Hesighed

tearfullyandwalkedtothedoorgettinggisbagsand

walkedtohiscarwhereheputthebagsintheboot

beforehoppinginthendroveoff......

#

#

#

Likepost

Commentand

Share

THANKYOU

[7/19,07:12]BLOODFORBLOOD

INSERT46

shebidhergoodbyesasthelittlesisterexcitedly

peakedinsidetheplasticssmilingfromeartoear.



BIGSISTER:thankyou

MSWILLIAMS:itsokaydear,doletmeknowwhen

youneedanything.Okay?

BIGSISTER:okayMsWilliams

MSWILLIAMS:alrightmydear,bye

BIGSISTER:bye

Shesmiledandturnedwalkingaway

LITTLESISTER:(excitedly)look,sheboughtus

chocolate,ohhandyoghurtsmhm.....

BIGSISTER:(smiling)areyouhappynow?



LITTLESISTER:yes

Theysmiledandpickedtheplasticspackingthe

groceries...

ATMANDLA'SROOM

jodywalkedtowardsMandla'sroomandsoftly

knockedasMandlaputonhiswatchinside

MANDLA:comein

Jodywalkedinsideinhissimpleoutfitandwhistled

lookingatMandla

JODY:comeonman,itsjustbreakfast,noneedto

dressup



MANDLA:(laughed)Ididn'tevennoticethatIoverdid

itman

JODY:butthereain'tnoprettygirlsaround

here,unlessyouwantmetohookyouupwithoneof

mygirls

MANDLA:(thoughtfully)youshouldman,haven'tgot

laidinalongtime

JODY:(surprised)what?Somehotrichmotherfucker

likeyou?Itcan'tbehardgettingsome

unless......(smiling)

MANDLA:what?Noman,dontevensayitout,eww,

disgusting!

JODY:butIdon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldstay



thatlongwithouttappingitifatallyouarenotgay,I

shouldhookyouupwithoneofmygirls,thereisthis

otherhotone,Iknowshewouldblowyourmindoff

becausemostofmyclientslikeher,I'vebeen

makingalotofmoneyoutofhersinceshegothere

MANDLA:(curiousaboutprostitutesex)youshould

man

JODY:Iwill,apparentlysheisverysubmissiveand

tooinnocent,thatswhytheylikeher.

MANDLA:shit!Umsocuriousabouthernow,stop

describingherthatmuchbecausenowmy

imaginationsarerunningwildplusIlikethem

submissiveandinnocent

JODY:(smiling)great!Igotyou.(lookedathiswrist

watch)umm...wegottagetgoingnow



MANDLA:alrightletsgo

Theywalkedoutandsteppedintheelevatorheading

tothegroundfloorandwalkedalongthepassage

headingtowardsGrace'sroom.

MeanwhileinGrace'sroom,shegotupandwalked

outtothetoiletleavingRatiolyingdown

JODY:letspassbythefreshmeatsoyoucanseefor

yourself

MANDLA:butyouarespoilingitnow,I'llseeher

duringthesession

JODY:okaymaybeyouareright,letsgoback

TheyturnedandwalkedbackasGraceleftthe

toiletsandhereyesfellonthemastheywalkedout

thenshequicklygotbackinthetoilethidinguntil



theyturnedtotheexitthenshetiptoedtoherroom

andsatdownsighinginrelief

RATI:andthen?

GRACE:whatdidhesay?

RATI:(confused)who?

GRACE:Jody

RATI:nohedidn'tcomehere

GRACE:buthewasjusthere,Isawhimwalking

alongthepassagewithsomeguy.(Thoughtfully)

andyouknow,thereissomethingaboutthatguy,his

backviewlookedsofamiliar.



RATI:maybeitsoneofyourclients

GRACE:yeah

Theybrusheditoffchangingthetopic......

GRACE:(thoughtfully)younevertoldmehowyou

gothere

RATI:(lookeddownsadly)I...Ihadjustfinishedform

fivethreeyearsagoanddecidedtolookforajob

sincemysiblingsweremyresponsibilitythenone

dayIstumbleduponanjobadvert,theywerelooking

forwaitressessoIappliedthenthenextdaythey

calledmeonmycellphoneinvitingmeforan

interview,weirdenough,themanonthephone

askedformyaddressbecauseapparentlythe

companywastoobigandhireddriver'stopickup

applicantsfromtheirhomesintheeveningasthey

hadbookedaccommodationtoavoiddelaysonthe



dayoftheinterview.fastforward,hearrivedandI

hoppedinsidetheminibusandsatdowngreeting

butheimmediatelylockedallthedoorsandpulled

upabalaclavaonhisfacethenoutofnowhere,there

werefiveguysintheminibuswhoheldmeand

coveredmyeyesandmouththentheydroveaway.

Tearsstreameddownherfaceasshecontinued

narratingherstory

RATI:(crying)yesandnextthingI.wokeupinalarge

building,itlookedlikeawarehouse.Therewere

aboutninegirlsthereandourstorieswereallthe

same.westayedthereforfivefulldayswithoutfood

orbathingbeforetheytookusinthetruckonenight

andhandedusovertosomeguywhomidliketo

believewasIndian,soIstayedthereforquitealong

timebeforetheybroughtmehere..

Shesaidthatandbrokedowncryinghystericallyas

Grace'seyesalsowelledupassheopenedherarms



huggingherandrubbedherbackshushingher

GRACE:umsosorry,pleasedontcry,please

Shecontinuedcryinginherarmsuntilhertearsran

dry.....

RATI:whydidn'tIseethatitwasjustascam,Imean

itwasallclear,nothingmadesensebutIstillwent

there...(sniffing)itsallmyfaultandnowmysiblings

areallalonebecauseofmystupidity.

GRACE:shh...Pleasedontsaythat,itsnotyourfault

okay?Youwereonlytryingtolookoutforyour

siblings,stopcryingnow

RatipulledfromthehugandlookedatherasGrace

gentlyrubbedhertearsoff



ATSABORBRASILRESTAURANT

MANDLA:mhm.....bestmealever

JODY:(smiling)Iknewyouwouldlikeit,theyarethe

bestintown

MANDLA:itsreallyniceman(tookadrinksipping)

ohhandmyflight

JODY:ohhyeahthat,mypersonalassistantsaidit

wasabitofahustletogettheticketbutthenext

flightisintwodayssoyoucanonlyleavethen

MANDLA:damn,twomoredays!

JODY:sorryman,shedidherbest



MANDLA:alrightIguessitsnotsobad,besides,I

stillhavetohavesomegoodtimewiththegirls

JODY:(laughing)haha...youwillsurehavesome

goodtimeman,thisoneisreallygoodandhername

isG-..(hisphonerang)shit!Myphone,letmetake

this

Hepickedupandconversedwiththecallerwhile

Mandlacontinuedfeastingonthemealinfrontof

him..

ATMIA'SHOUSE

shedippedherwoundinwarmwaterwashingoff

thebrownandgreenwormsbuttheyappearedall

overagainasthepainstartedgettingworse,she

sadlylookedatherrottenhandthenturnedand

lookedatthesmallmirrorandherheartbroke

lookingatthemanysquirmingworms,herface



lookedsouglyanddisgusting,scaryeven.Atear

escapedhereyesandrolleddownhercheeksthen

sherubbeditoffsniffing..shetookthemirrorand

putitupsidedowntoavoidlookingatherfacethen

sighedkneelingdownandraisedherhandslooking

up

MIA:God,Idon'tknowhowtopraybutIwilljustpour

outmyheartuntoyou..Lord,Iamnosaint,mysins

aretoobig,GodpleaseforgivemeforwhatIdidto

Grace,Ishouldn'thavedonewhatIdid,Iwastoo

desperateforlovebutitdoesn'tjustifymyactions,

forgiveGod.(breakingvoice)andpleasehealme

God,healmeandrescuemefromallthispain..

Sheranshortofwordsthenbrokedowncrying

hysterically.....

#

#

#



Pleaselikepost

Comment

Sharepost

GOODNIGHT

[7/19,07:12]ATTHEBROTHEL

Theypulledupintheparkinglotthensteppedout

makingtheirwayinsidethebuilding.

JODY:alright,yougoupstairs,stillwanttocheckif

allisinplace

MANDLA:alrightsure

Hesteppedintheelevatorshootingtothesixthfloor

asJodyturnedwalkingalongthelongpassagethen

turnedheadingtowardsGrace'sroom.Meanwhile

insideGracepulledofffromthehugandgentlylaid



thesleepingRatidownbeforeaknockinterrupted

her

GRACE:comein

Heopenedupandgotinsideholdinghiswaist

JODY:(straightface)getready,youhaveaclientto

pleaseupstairs

GRACE:(heartskipped)okay

JODY:(angrily)andnofunnystuntsthistimearound

becauseIwon'thesitatetoblowyourbrainsoff.

GRACE:(lookeddown)alright

Heturnedandheldthedoorknobthenstoppedand



gaveherapiercinglook

JODY:makesureyouputonyourbestoutfitandgo

workyourmagicbecausethisisoneofmytop

valuedclients.youhaveanhour

GRACE:(nodded)okay

HefinallyopenedupandwalkedoutasGracegently

shookRati

RATI:(sleepy)mhm

GRACE:(sadly)Ihavetogetreadyforanotherclient

andleaveyou

RATI:(rubbedhereyes)what?



GRACE:(sadly)yes,JodysaidIhaveaclientupstairs,

probablyoneofhispartyinvitees.

RATI:(satupright)okletmehelpyougetready

Shegotoutofbedastheystartedpreparing..

Tenminuteslater..

Hesteppedoutoftheelevatorandwalkedinon

Mandlawhowasseatedonthecouchrelaxedwith

hislegscrossedsippingwine.

JODY:heyman

MANDLA:and?

JODY:alreadysortedyououtman,bereadytowork



yourmagicinanhour

MANDLA:shit!

JODY:(laughed)haha

MANDLA:Isocan'twaittohaveitallgivenuntome,

itsbeenawhilesinceIhadsomeonesubmittingand

beingincharge,doyouhavethehandcuffsanda

whip,Isureneedtomakeuseofthemtoday.

JODY:(smiling)Donworryaboutthat,letmetext

oneofmyemployeestobringthem

Hegothisphoneandtextedthenputitaway

continuingwiththeirchat

ATMIA'SONEROOM



shegatheredallherstrengthandstooduprubbing

hertearsoffthengotherphonedialing..

MSWILLIAMS:Hellodear

MIA:MsWilliams

MSWILLIAMS:yesdear,howareyou,yousoundtoo

down

MIA:(sniffing)umfine,umm,abouttheoneonone

sessionwiththepastor,Iwanttodoit

MSWILLIAMS:ohhgreat!

MIA:umm...howabouttodayortomorrow?



MSWILLIAMS:(thoughtfully)umm....letmecallhim

andseeifheisfreetodaythengetbacktoyou

MIA:okay

MSWILLIAMS:yesdear,areyousureyouarefine

becauseyoudon'tsoundokaytome?

MIA:(smiledabit)umfine.Pleasedontworry

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)okaymydear,pleasebe

fineandohh,pleasemakealistofthingsyouneed

thenforwarditsothatIcanbuythemwhenIgoto

themall.

MIA:(emotional)butyouarealreadydoingalotfor

me,Ican'tacceptthat



MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)stopworryingdear,besides,

MrMathew'sPAtrippledmysalarythismonthsoI

haveenough

MIA:okay,thankyou

MSWILLIAMS:'alrightbye

MIA:bye

ShehungupasMialookedatherphonesmiling

tearfully,shestillcouldn'tunderstandwhyMs

Williamswasthisfondofher.Shewasnowmore

likeamothersheneverhad...

MIA:(inhermind)mayGodblessherforme

Sheputthephoneawayandlookedatherrotten



handthensighedsadly.......

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA

Heparkedhiscarinfrontofabachelorpadthen

openedthedoorsteppingoutandheadedtothe

bootoffloadinghisluggageanddraggedittothe

doorwherehestoppedandreachedinhispocket

takingoutthekeysthenunlocked.Heopenedup

andpulledthebagsinsideandclosedthedoorthen

lookedaroundbeforeheavingahugesigh.

THEMBA:haish

Hewalkedtothesmallcouchandtookouthis

phonethenloggedintoFacebookandbrowsed

through

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)ohhletmecheckifheis



back

HesearchedMandlathenwentthroughhis

Facebookprofilebuthislastseenwasnotvisible

thenhesighedfrustratinglygoingtotheirwhatsapp

chatandcheckedthelastseenbutitwasaboutfour

daysago

THEMBA:(inhismind)shit!

Heleanedbackonthecouchandrubbedhisfaceas

histhroatdriedup.Heslippedintothoughtsashe

wonderedhowheisgoingtosurvivenowbecause

heusedallhissavingsonMia'smedication.

Hispocketswillsoonrundrybecauseheonlymade

moneyfromthehumantraffickingbutnowtheir

relationwasbrokenandMandlawouldnevertrust

himagain..

THEMBA:dammitMia



Heputhisarmsonhiskneesandtearfullylookedup

tryingtothinkofhisnextsolomoves...

ATTHEBROTHEL

JODY:(lookedathiswristwatch)mhm...almosttime

tohaveyourdessert

MANDLA:'(laughed)

JODY:alrightletmebounce

HegotupandlefthisroomasMandlastoodupand

walkedtothemirrorwithhishandsinthepockets

thenpulledanaughtysmilebeforeturningtothebed

andadmiredthehandcuffsandthewhipslipping

intodreamland..



Tenminuteslater....

Therewasaknockatthedoor

GRACE:comein

Hesteppedinsideandlookeddownherbeautiful

softfeetthenwentupherAfricandesignedframe

admiringhercurvesthatwereabitrevealedbecause

theminiskirtwastooshort

JODY:(lustfuleyes)mmmhh....Ishouldtapthis

sometime,itsbeenawhile

GRACE:(lookeddown)

JODY:(smiling)alrighttimetogo,I'lltakeyouthere



thenleaveyouathisdoor

GRACE:okay

HesteppedoutasGracewalkedbehindhimthen

theywalkedalongthelongpassagethenturned

gettingintheelevatorand........
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HeturnedasGracefollowedhimwalkingalongthe

longpassagethensteppedintheelevatorandhis



phonerangthenhereachedforhispocketstakingit

thenanswered

MANDLA:heyhowfar?

JODY:onourwaytoyouroom

MANDLA:ummm.....wait

JODY:huh?

MANDLA:Ikindofforgotaboutameetingscheduled

fortodaywithmyPAbackinBotswanasoIhaveto

videocallherinafew

JODY:ohhnoproblem,I'llgoback

MANDLA:alrighttomorrow



JODY:sure

Hehungupastheelevatorarrivedatthesixthfloor

thenGracelookedathimbuthereleasedhishand

selectingfirstfloor

JODY:yourluckyday

GRACE:(lookedathimcluelessastheelevator

moveddown)

JODY:wearegoingback

TheyarrivedandsteppedoutasJodytooka

differentturnandstoppedgivingheranevileyes

JODY:Ididn'tforgetaboutyourlittlestunt,coming



backforyoulater

ShekeptquiteandwalkedawayasJodyheadedto

theexit...

BACKATMANDLA'SROOM

MANDLA:alrightthankyouPearl

PA:youarewelcomesir,soIwillforwardthedetails

MANDLA:alright.(Thoughtfully)umm....howis

everything,ImeanyouandThemba.Ihopehis

presenceismakingahugedifference

PA:(confused)huh?

MANDLA:Imeanyourworkrelationship,Iaskedhim



tohelpyououtwithafewthingswhileumaway

PA:butIhaven'theardfromhimeversinceyouleft

MANDLA:areyouserious?

PA:yessir,Ihaven'tseenhim

MANDLA:ohh,alright

PA:yessir

MANDLA:okaybye

Hehungupandslippedintothoughts.Itwasso

weirdhowheneverevenrepliedhistextanditsso

unlikehim



MANDLA:(inhismind)letmecallhim

Hesearchedthroughhiscontactsanddialedhimbut

itwentstraighttovoicemailthenhehungupand

sighedworried.

Typing.....

MANDLA:areyoufineman,yourphone'saren't

goingthrough.Callmewhenyougetthis

Hesentthetextandadeliverymessagereported

thenhestoodupstretchinghisarmsandmadehis

waytothedoorwiththeintentionoftakingawalk

aroundthebrothelsincehiscallwasalotshorter

thanhehadanticipated.

ATMSWILLIAMS



shewipedherhandsandtookherphonedialing

Mia...

MIA:Hello

MSWILLIAMS:heydear,Italkedtooutpastor

MIA:and?

MSWILLIAMS:hecanonlyseeyoutodaybecause

hewillbebusythiswholeweek

MIA:'alrightwhattime?

MSWILLIAMS:letsmeetatchurchinthirtyminutes



MIA:alrightbye

MSWILLIAMS:'bye

Shehungupthengotherbagandmadeherwayto

thedoorwalkingout..

MeanwhileatMia'shouse..

Sheputherphonedownandslowlywalkedtothe

smalltablegettingherbaggruntingasthepainon

herfaceincreased.herheadachedharder

temporarilyblurringhervisionastearswelledupin

hereyes

MIA:ahhhahhh.iyohahh

Sheclenchedherteethandslowlywalkedoutthen



closedthedoorbehindbeforeheadingforthesmall

gateandwalkedoutlimping.Thesmallbrownand

greenwormsstartedfallingoffasshewalkedtothe

taxistop.

Fewminuteslater,shewasatthetaxistopanda

taxistoppedbythenshehoppedinaseveryone

frowneddisgusted

LADY1:mhm,,yousmellsohorrible

LADY2:wecantbeinthesamecarwithaperson

lookinglikethis,thisisnothealthy(lookedatthe

fallingworms)ewwthisthingsareevenfallingdown

pleasestop

DRIVER:youwillhavetopayme

LADY1:juststop,wewillpay



Hestoppedatthesideoftheroadandtheystepped

outofthecarspittingsalivaonthegroundbusy

checkingthemselvesout.Mialookeddownquietlyas

tearsescapedhereyesthenthedrivercaughther

glimpseontherearviewmirrorandfeltsorryforher

DRIVER:umsorrymysister

MIA:(tearfully)itsokay

DRIVER:(sighedsadly)whereshouldIdropyouoff

MIA:(breakingvoice)atthechurchbuildingonthe

right

DRIVER:alright..



Heslowlydrovetowardsthebuildingandparkeda

fewfeetawayfromthegatethenMiasteppedout

andopenedherbagtakingoutP5andhandedhim

MIA:here

DRIVER:(lookinginhersadeyes)thankyou

MIA:(forcedasmile)

Sheturnedandwalkedawaybuthequicklygotout

ofhiscarandcaughtupwithherbreathingheavily

thensheturnedlookingathimsurprised

MIA:didIforgetsomething?

DRIVER:ummno,actuallyI.



MIA:what?

Hetookoutabusinesscardandgaveittoheras

shetookitconfused

DRIVER:callmewheneveryouneedtogo

somewhere

MIA:ohhthankyou,andIhardlygooutbecauseall

thetaxidriversavoidme

DRIVER:Ohh,callmethen

MIA:alrightthankyou

DRIVER:surebye

MIA:bye



Sheturnedandwalkedintothechurchbuilding

meetingupwithMsWilliamswhoembracedher

MSWILLIAMS:todayyoudidn'ttakelongtogethere

MIA:(smiling)yeah,Igotlucky

MSWILLIAMS:alright,letsgo

Theywalkedtowardsthepastor'sofficeand

knocked

HIM:comein

MsWilliamsheldthedoorknobandopenedup

gettinginsideasMianervouslyfollowedherthen

lookedupastheireyeslockedthenhisfacial



expressioninstantlychanged....

ATTHEBROTHEL

jodysteppedoutofhiscarandsteppedintothe

brothellargebuildingbeforemakingaturnto

Grace'sroomwhereheroughlyopenedthedooras

hiseyeslandedonGracewhowasshakingterrified

JODY:(wickedsmile)toldyouIwillgetyou,didn'tI?

Shebithernailsscaredasherheartpoundedthen

Jodywalkedoverandyankedherlonghairasshe

felldownonherknees.

JODY:(angrily)umgoingtoteachyoualessonyou

willneverforget.Umcomingbackforyourstupid

friendonceumdonewithyou



Heclickedhistongueanddraggedheroutofthe

room walkingalongthepassageasshescreamed

herlungsoutinpain.

JODY:shutup!

Shekeptquietthencriedsilently

JODY:getup!

Shegatheredallherstrengthgettingupasherknees

bledthenhelandedahotslaponherfaceandshe

screamedinagony

GRACE:iyohhmamaaaa.....

Meanwhileintheelevator,Mandlasteppedoutand

frownedhearingtheloudscreamsthenheturned



walkingtowardsthemthenhiseyesfellonafamiliar

face.Grace'sfacewascoveredinbloodthatwas

oozingfromherbrokenlipandthetearsstreaming

downherfacethathadtemporarilyblurredher

vision..shetriedtowalkasJodyinstructedhimbut

nearlymissedastepthenJodygrabbedherbefore

shecouldfall

JODY:(louder)openyourdamneyes

GRACE:(Breakingvoice)Ican'tsee

MeanwhileMandlawalkedcloserandandfrowned

recognisinghervoiceashecarefullylookedather

bloodyfacethenhisjawdropped..........
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Hefrownedrecognisinghervoicethenwalkedcloser

lookingatherandhisjawdropped

JODY:(unawareofMandla'spresence)shutup!

Helandedanotherhotslaponherfaceasshe

lookeddownthenMandlaclenchedhisteethand

quicklymovedbackbeforeanyofthemcouldsee

himthenhesteppedintheelevatorasJody

continueddraggingGracetowardstheexit.His

throatdriedupashispalmsstartedsweating,his

mindwonderedalloverashetriedtodigestwhathe

justsaw



MANDLA:(lowvoice)Grace,buthow?

Hesaidthatasatearrandownhischeekthenhe

clenchedhisteethhardertryingtostopthinkingof

whathejustsawthenhesnappedoutofitand

quicklygothisphonesteppingoutoftheelevator

dialing....

Meanwhileattheexit..

JODY:Isaidshutthefuckupandmo-...(phonerang

interruptinghim)

JODY:yes

MANDLA:(breathingheavily)leaveheralone



JODY:(confused)huh?

MANDLA:(angrily)Grace,leaveheraloneandcome

here

HehungupasJodylookedathisphoneandclicked

histonguethenletgoofherasshelostbalanceand

fellbreakingherlipsevenmorethenbloodgushed

out.

JODY:(angrily)gobacktoyourroom,I'llcomeback

foryou

Shegotupasmoreblooddrippedthenshelimped

totheothersidemovingalongthelongpassageas

Jodysteppedintheelevatorfumingwithangerand

headedtothesixthfloor.....

ATCHURCH



Theireyeslockedashisfacialexpressioninstantly

changedthentheypulledthechairssittingdownand

greeted

BOTH:goodafternoonpastor

Heslowlyre-collectedhimselfandforcedasmile

greetingthemback

PASTOR:(smiling)afternoonladies,MsWilliamshow

areyou?

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)umgoodpastor

PASTOR:(lookedatMia)andyouyounglady,how

areyou?



MIA:(lookeddownasherthroatdriedup)

MSWILLIAMS:umm...pastor,thisisthegirlwe

talkedaboutearlier

Hemovedonhischairuncomfortableandlooked

aroundsweatingthenMsWilliamspathisshoulder

MSWILLIAMS:Pastor

Hesnappedoutofitandlookedbackatthem

PASTOR:ohhumm...canyouexcuseusplease?

MSWILLIAMS:Ohh,ofcourse

Shegotherhandbagandhungitonhershoulders

thenmadeherwayoutsideasthepastor'seyes



lookedbackatMiawhoshamefullylookeddown.

Shecouldn'tshakeoffthefeelingthatheknows

aboutherbaddeeds,especiallywiththelookhe

gaveherupontheirarrival.

PASTOR:(softly)whatiswrongmydear?

GRACE:(pointedherwounds)pleasehealme

PASTOR:Ican'thealyou

MIA,:whatdoyoumean?

PASTOR:youaretheonlyonewhocanhealyourself.

ConfessyoursinsandGodwillhavemercyonyou

MIA:(keptquietlookingdown)



PASTOR:andthereisalotofevilthatresidesinyour

heartnow.Youwereinitiatedintothekingdomof

darknessthedayyougotwounded.Iwon'tsaymuch

becauseyouknowexactlywhathappened.So

confessandrepentifyouwanthealingmydear

MIA:(tearfully)butIwillgetintotroubleandmaybe

gotojail

PASTOR:confessionscomewithresponsibilitymy

dear.ifyouarenotreadytoownuptoyourmistakes

thenthatmeansyouarenotreadyforhealing..when

IprayedforyouatchurchlastSunday,Isensedgreat

evilsurroundingyou,itslikeyoucameacrosslarge

cavesnakesbecauseIsensedsnakesspirits

surroundingyou,thatiswhyyourwoundsarenot

healingbecausethesnakespiritshavepossessed

yousoyouneedtocuttieswiththeenemy,come

cleanabouteverythingthatmakesyouvulnerableto

thedevilandonlythenyouwillfindhealing



MIA:(tearfully)yespastorIwasbittenbyalarge

snake,Idon'tknowifmyexhusbandchangedintoa

snakeorwhatbecausehehaddisappearedandit

wasjustmeandthelargesnakewhichbitmeonmy

facethenlastlymyhand

PASTOR:(calmed)Iknowaboutallthatmydear,you

wereunknowinglymarriedtothedevilhimself

becauseyourexhusbandmadeconvanentswiththe

devil,hegetsbusinessprotectionpowersfromthe

snakes.

Shebrokedowncryingasthememoriesofthatday

cameflashingdownhermindthensherubbedoff

hertearsandlookedbackathim

MIA:howdoIconfess?

PASTOR:thatisnowuptoyoubecausetheonly

reasonthatsnakepoisonlivedinsideyourbloodthis



longisbecauseyouwerealsoimpure,yourheart

wasnotpuresothespiritisnowdwellinginsideyou

sofindawaytoletlooseandbreakthatbond

MIA:Idon'tunderstand

PASTOR:Igaveyoumorethanenoughsolutions.I

can'tprayforyounow.Godowhatyouhavetodo

thenIwillprayforyouafteryourconfession

MIA:okay

PASTOR:yes,youmayleave

Shestoodupandwalkedoutwithmixedemotions

andalotofconfusion.Yessheheardwhathesaid

butshedidn'treallyunderstandeverythinghesaid



MIA:(inhermind)asnakeinsideme??

ShesighedandtappedMsWilliamsshoulderwho

gaspedforairlookingather

MSWILLIAMS:ohh,itsyou

MIA:yeslet'sgo

MsWilliamslookedatherwaitingforanexplanation

MIA:heprayedforme

MSWILLIAMS:okay,letsgo,umsuretomorrowyou

willbefine

ShesmiledandturnedwalkingawayasMiapaced

besideherandkeptonlookingatherwonderinghow



shewouldreactafterfindingouteverything..

MIA:ummma.

Herheartskippedaftershecalledherthatthenshe

smiledholdingherchest

MIAwhat?

MSWILLIAMS:nothing,youweresaying?

MIA:canwepassbyyourplace,Iwanttotellyou

something

MSWILLIAMS:(laughing)youmisshavingmytea

andcookiesdon'tyou?

MIA:(smiled)well,yesIdobutthat'snotthereal



reasonbehindmyrequest

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)whatever!Yesyoucan

comeandhavecookiesandteaatmyhouse

Theysmiledandwalkedtothetaxistop..

ATTHESIXTHFLOOR

Jodysteppedoutoftheelevatorandangrilyopened

upMandla'sroom

JODY:whatthehelldidyoujustsay?

MANDLA:(seriousface)Iamgoingbackwithher

JODY:areyoukiddingme?



Mandlamaintainedaseriouslookandfoldedthe

sleevesofhist-shirtlookingathim

MANDLA:getyourpersonalassistanttobookhera

planeticketaswell

Jodyburstintolaughterlaughingathimbuthestill

maintainedtheseriouslookthen......
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Heburstintolaughterlaughingathimbuthestill

maintainedtheseriouslookthenJodyslowlyclosed

hismouth

JODY:areyouserious?

MANDLA:(straightface)doIlooklikeaclown?

JODY:whyareyouchangingyourmindnow?

MANDLA:justdoitandIdidn'tknowthatgirlishere,

IthoughtIwasyouronlysupplierinBotswana,how

didshecomehere?

JODY:areyoulosingyourmind?Youaretheone

whohandedmethisgirlsandshewaspartofthe

group.



MANDLA:(thoughtfully)wassheonourfirstdelivery?

JODY:(impatient)ummm....yeah,Ithinksoandwhat

isallthis?Ithoughtyouareaprofessionalbut

I.mustsayumverymuchdisappointedinyou

MANDLA:(goingdownmemorylane)soshewason

theveryfirstdeliveryofwhichIwasn'tapartof?

JODY:yes!isn'titthatyousawallthisgirlsand

permittedThembatomaketheexchange?

MANDLA:Idid.(Hefoldedhisarmsandtriedbyall

meanstocalmdown)umsorryaboutthat,canwe

letitgo?

JODY:umverymuchpissedbutIwillletitslide



Heforcedasmileandreleasedhishandforashake.

MANDLA:friendsagain?

JODY:(smiled)alright..

MANDLA:soaboutthatgirl,theoneyouhavebeen

praising,hookmeupnow

JODY:maybeweshouldletitgobecomeIwas

actuallytalkingaboutthissameGrace

Mandla'sheartbrokeintosmallpiecesashisheart

pounded,hismindranaroundasheimaginedher

beingexchangedbydifferentmen.ThewayJody

describedherearliershowedjusthowmuchshe

wasabusedandoverworked.Heheldhischestas

histhroatdriedup



JODY:hey,areyoufine?(Hewavedhishandbefore

hiseyesthenhesnappedoutofit)

MANDLA:ummyes

Heletgoofhischestandforcedasmile

MANDLA:ohhyouareright,itsabadidea

JODY:alright,letmeleaveyou

MANDLA:(smiling)alright

JodyturnedwalkingoutasMandlaslippedintoa

trainofthoughts.



(((((((((((((((JODY:letusgosoyoucanseeher

Theywalkedalongthelongpassagethenstoppedat

acertainroomontheleft

MANDLA:umm....maybeIshouldn'tseehernow,so

letsnotspoilit

JODY:(thoughtfully)yeahyouareright

Theyturnedwalkingaway)))))))))))))))))

Hesnappedoutofitbumpinghisfistintheairand

shottothedoorwalkingoutthensteppedinthe

elevatorshootingtothefirstfloor.

ATMSWILLIAMS

Shewalkedoutofthekitchenholdingatrayoftea



andcookiesthenplaceditonthetablebeforeMia.

MSWILLIAMS:here

MIA:thankyou

Shereachedforthecookiesandpickedonethen

slowlytookabiteandlookedbackatherchewing

MIA:(mouthful)theyarereallynice

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)sowhatdidyouwanttotalk

about?

Shestoppedchewingandputthecookieinherhand

backinthetrayswallowinghard

MIA:(sadly)Ihavetotellyousomething



MSWILLIAMS:(attentive)okay

MIA:I...I..

atearrandownhercheekthensherubbeditoffas

MsWilliamswalkedcloserrubbinghershoulders

MIA:Iamabadperson

MSWILLIAMS:'pleasedon'tsaythat

Shelookedatherwoundandthescarydisgusting

imagegaveherstrengthtogoonassheimagined

hersoftflawlessskinback

MIA:alongtimeagoInoticedthatmyhusbandhad

acrushonacertaingirl,shewasbeautifulandhada



nicebodysoIgotjealousandfelttheneedtogetrid

ofher

MSWILLIAMS:huh?

MIA:(swallowedhard)yes,Ididalotofdiggingand

(sherememberedthelargesnakeandgotmore

scaredasitsimageskeptonflashingthroughher

memory)and...an...

Theimagesranthroughhermindasthehissing

soundsfilledherearsthenshestoodupshakingher

earsasMsWilliamslookedatherconfused

MSWILLIAMS:Mia!

ShekeptonrubbingherearsignoringheruntilMs

Williamsputahandonhershouldersandsaida

shortprayer



MSWILLIAMS:Lordpleasebewithus,protectMia

andhealher.

SheletgoofhershoulderandMiaslowlyre-

collectedandsatdownscared.Shekeptonlooking

atthebigtocheckifthesnakewasnttherethenshe

tearfullylookedatMsWilliam'sconfusedface

MSWILLIAMS:'whatswrongdear

MIA:(thoughtfully)Iamfine..ummyesIwassaying

(sheheardlowsoundhissesandswallowedhardre-

arrangingherconfessionstatement)

MSWILLIAMS:(lookingather)whatsgoingondear

Miajumpedlookingaroundasheheardmanyvoices

fillingherearsasthegreensnakeflashedthrough



hermind

((((VOICES:don'tsaymyname,dontsaymyname,

dontsaymyname,don'tsaymynameifyouknow

whatsgoodforyou))))))

Shestoodupandrantothecornerlookingaround

scaredthenshetemporarilylosthervoiceasanall

blacklargesnakefilledtheroomandsquirmedits

headclosertoherfaceandshemeltedonthefloor

asitlickedherwound.

MeanwhileMsWilliam'slookedaroundconfused

andwalkeduptoher

MIA:(screaming)thesnake,thelargesnake

MsWilliam'slookedaroundtheroombutsighedas

shesawnothingthensheliftedthetableandthe

chairsthenshesatdown



MIA:(peedinherpants)itslickingmyface,please

helpme,helpme,heeelllp

MsWilliamsgotherphonedialingtheirpastor's

numberbutitwentstraighttovoicemailandshe

panickednotsureofwhattodobutthoughtfully

kneltdownpraying

MSWILLIAMS:heavenlyLord,havemercyonthe

poorchildandsetherfree.Healherand(she

stoppedprayingandstoodupsniffingsensinga

familiarsmell,shewentaroundtheroomsniffingas

shetriedtorememberwheresheoncesmelledthe

sameodourthenshequicklyboweddown

continuingwithherprayer)deliverherfromeviland

protecther,fightherbattlesandhideherinyour

blooddearLord,forgiveherforhersinsandteach

herhowtoliveright.Amen...



ShestoodupandwalkedtoMiawhowaslosingher

breathandsweating

MSWILLIAMS:dear

Miaignoredherlookingatonedirectionwithher

eyespoppedout,shestooduptryingtorunbuther

legsweretooheavyandshemelteddownagainas

MsWilliamshuggedherthenshequicklyletgoof

herasherbodyfeltslipperyandtoosoftandthe

familiarsmellgotevenmorestronger

MSWILLIAMS:(terrified)iyoohhMia!

Miaignoredherstillconcentratingonthelarge

snakeasitwaileditstongueandswingeditshead

beforeherface

MSWILLIAMS:(screamingwithherhandsonher



head)Lordhelpus,deliveryourchildfromsnake

spirits,deliverherLord,setherfree,setherfree,set

herfree,inthemightynameoftheLordJesusChrist,

setherfree,setherfree

Shemovedupanddownintheroomchantingthe

samewordsoverandoveragain.

MeanwhileatthecornerMiacoveredherearsasthe

snakehissesandvoicesinherheadincreasedmore

andmorealmostbreakinghereardrums

((((((((VOICES:(louder)IamZumba,IamZumba!I

amZumbaaaaaa!!!!))))))))

Shescreamedlouderwithhereyesclosedandher

handsstillonherears

MIA:(screaming)noooooooooooohhhhhhhh!!!!!!!!!



Shesaidthatwithhermouthwidethenslowly

closedhermouthasthevoicesfadedthenshe

slowlyopenedhereyesandsurprisinglythesnake

wasnottherebutMsWilliamswaswalkingupand

downtheroompraying

MSWILLIAMS:setherfree,setherfree

Shesaidthatforthelasttimeasshefeltthe

heavinessthatwasintheroomdisappearingthen

shesniffedaroundbutthefamiliarsmellhad

disappeared,hereyesfellonMiawhosefacewas

coveredintearsandmucusbutlookedabitcalm

thenshewalkeduptoher

MsWILLIAMS:dear

Shebenttouchingher,weirdenoughshewasn'tas

softandslipperylikeafewminutesbackthenshe

smiledatherrelieved



MSWILLIAMS:wethankGodforyourdeliverance,

letmehelpyougetup

SheheldherasMiaslowlygotupthentheywalked

backtothecouch

MIA:thankyou

MSWILLIAMS:anytimedear

MIA:(clearedherthroat)ummmm....

MSWILLIAMS:Ithinkyoucangoonnow,justhold

myhand

MIA:(heldherhandtearfully)yes,I..Igotjealousand

didsomedigging,Ifoundoutaboutsomeonecalled



"Zumba"hesellsyounggirlsfromBotswanato

Thailand

MsWilliamseyeswidenedthenMialookeddown

andwenton.

MIA:Iorganizedeverythingthensentthatgirlto

Thailandand..

MSWilliamsletgoofherhandandslowlylookedat

hertotallysurprised

MSWILLIAMS:what???
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MeWilliamsletgoandslowlylookedathertotally

surprised

MSWILLIAMS:what?

MIA:(lookeddown)

MSWILLIAMS:sowhathappenednext?

MIA:(tearfully)Idon'tknowwhathappensoncethey

leavethecountrybutumassumingtheyareusedas

prostitutes



MSWILLIAMS:wow!

MIA:(lookeddownembarrassed)

MSWILLIAMS:sowhatdoyoumeanbyalongtime

ago?

MIA:Ithinkaboutayearago

MsWilliamsthoughtfullysatdownashermindran

aroundandherheadfeltheavyasshetriedto

convinceherselfotherwise

MSWILLIAMS:(lowvoice)sowhoisthisgirl

Shekeptquietswallowinghardastearsformedat

thecornersofhereyesthensheheavedahugesad

sighandlookedintoherconfusedeyes



MIA:its..umm...

MSWILLIAMS:soIknowher?

MIA:Grace

MsWilliam'sheartskippedatthementionofher

nameandsheheldherchestclosinghereyes

almostchokingthenMiastoodupwalkingtowards

herandhelpedhersitdown

MSWILLIAMS:(crying)noooohMianoohh,notmy

daughter

MIA:(keptquietholdingher)

MSWILLIAMS:(voicebreaking)Ican'tbelieveI've



beensofondofyou,helpingyououtbutyounever

thoughtofcomingclean.Why?

MIA:(tearfully)umsorry

MSWilliamscriedherlungsoutandburriedherhead

betweenherthighsscreaming

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)mybabyyy....Miawhy?Not

mybabyno!

ShecontinuedcryingasMiasadlylookedather

breakingdown.

ATTHEBROTHEL

Hesteppedoutoftheelevatorandlookedaround

buttheguardswerenowherenearthenheturned



walkingalongthelongpassageandstoppedat

room 59nervouslyknocking.

VOICE:comein

Heslowlyopenedthedoorashisheartpounded

thenhiseyesfellonawhitegirlthenhesighed

disappointedbecausehethoughtitwasthesame

roomtheystoppedatconversingthelasttime

MANDLA:hey

GIRL:hello

MANDLA:umlookingforGrace'sroom

GIRL:ohh,itsthenextdoor



MANDLA:ohhbye

Heturnedwalkingoutasthegirlcuriouslywalked

outbecausetheyneverreallyhaveclientscoming

over,somethingisn'tright

"Shethought"

MeanwhileinsidetheroomGraceslowlyapplied

vaselineonherscratchedkneesthenwentupher

faceandgotthemirrorandappliedontheslaps

rashasRatisadlylookedather

RATI:I'msorry

GRACE:(tearfully)myheadisaching

RATI:letmegetyousomewater



Shestoodupandwalkedtothesmallcorneratthe

tablethenstoppedasasoftknockontheirdoorgot

theirattentionthentheylookedateachotherscared

GRACE:(tearfully)itshim

RATI:(lookedatthedoorshaking)comein

Heslowlyopenedthedoorwithtearsstreaming

downhischeeksthenGracelookedupastheirteary

eyeslocked

GRACE:(lowvoice)Mandla

HeslowlywalkedoverquietlythenGracejumpedoff

thebedrunningintohisarmsandbrokedowncrying

ashehuggedhertightandrubbedherbacksniffing.

Sheslowlylookeduphisfaceastearsofjoy

streameddownherfacethenhebroughthishand



closertoherfacerubbingthetearsoff

GRACE:(tearfully)youfoundme

MANDLA:(tearfullyswallowedhard)yes

ShelookedbackatRatiandpulledfromthehug

walkingovertothecluelessandlostRati

GRACE:pinchme

RATI:(confused)huh?

GRACE:(tearfully)pinchme,maybeIamdreaming

justpinchme

Ratisighedandreleasedherhandslightlypinching

hercheekthensheflinched



GRACE:ouch

Sheturnedandranbackintohisarmsbreaking

downintotears

GRACE:(tearfully)ahhhhuhuhuhuh...ThankyouGod,

thankyou

Shecontinuedcryinghardasshewentdown

memorylane.Shecouldn'tbelievehernightmarehad

cometoanend,itwassounbelievableandshefelt

theneedtothankGod.

MANDLA:(softly)-itsokaynow,stopcrying,umhere

togetyou

Ratiwalkedcloserassheheardafamiliarvoice,it

wastoolowandsoftmakingithardtoremember



whereshehearditbutshesworeitwasnotthefirst

timeshecameacrossthecutemanintheirroom

MANDLA:(lowvoice)pleasedon'tcry,weareleaving,

youarefree

Shewalkedevencloserashermindranaround

tryingtorememberbuttonoavail

RATI:(inhermind)alittlelouder,Ineedtoremember

whereIhadthisvoice

Gracecontinuedcryinguntilherheadachedthen

Mandlagentlypickedherupandwenttolayher

downonthebedandplantedhissoftlipsonher

foreheadasshesniffedwithredeyes

Meanwhileoutsidethewhitegirlhadalreadycalled

someofthegirlsandleanedonthedoor



eavesdropping,theywhisperedtryingtofigureout

whatwasreallygoingon

GIRL1:IthinkhepaidJodytogetthegirlback

GIRL2:(sadly)IwishIhadsomeonewhowould

comeandrescuemeaswellbutIknowits

impossible

GIRL1:(tearfully)metoo,Iguesswewillgrowold

hereanddie..

Inside.....

MANDLA:(softly)stayhere,Iwillcomebackforyou

okay

Shequicklygotupandranintohisarms



GRACE:(tearfully)nopleasedon'tleaveme,please

MANDLA:(lowvoice)I'mcoming,Ijustneedto

makesurethatitssafebeforeIgetyou.Theman

whogotyouisverycruelsohemightfindoutabout

meandkillussojuststayhereandwaitforme,

don'tdoorsayanythingtoanyone

GracerememberedMartin'sdemiseandcalmed

downthenpulledfromthehugsniffingasMandla

releasedhishandholdingherbyherwetcheeksand

lookedintohertearyeyes

MANDLA:(softly)umheretogetyouandweare

definitelygoingbackhometogether

GRACE:(nodded)okay,pleasecallmymum



MANDLA:okay

Hereachedforhispocketsandtookhisphone

dialinghernumberbutitrangunanswered

MANDLA:sheisnotpickingup

GRACE:(tearfully)pleasetryagainforthelasttime

Hedialedheragain.

MeanwhilebackinBotswanaMiacamerunning

fromherbedroomandhandedherthephone

MIA:pleaseanswerit,itsMandla

Shelookedathertearfullyandansweredwithalow

voice



MSWILLIAMS:hello

MANDLA:heyma,IfoundGraceinThailandandwe

arecomingbackhomeintwodays

Herheartskippedabitthentearsofjoystreamed

downherfaceassheheavedahugesigh

MANDLA:ma!

Shesnappedoutofitandrubbedhertearsoff

smiling

MSWILLIAMS:okay,thankyou

MANDLA:Iwillupdateyoutomorrow



MSWILLIAMS:alrightbye

MANDLA:bye

Hehungupandlookedatherphonesurprised

becauseshesoundedwaytoocalmandshewasn't

evensurprised.heexpectedhertoaskalotof

questionsandblowtantrumsbutinsteadshe

remainedcalm

MANDLA:(inhismind)maybesheisinshock

GRACE:whatdidshesay?

MANDLA:sheisshocked,IhavetogobeforeJody

comeshere

GRACE:(rubbinghertearsoff)okay



HeturnedwalkingoutasRatislowlysatdownwith

tearsstreamingdownherface,shesworethisvoice

wasthesamevoicesheheardbeforeherlife

completelychanged,thiswasthesamevoiceshe

heardthatnightwhenshewascoldatthebackofa

truckinthemiddleofnowhere,itwasthesamevoice

sheheardthatnightwhenamanlitatorchontheir

faces,yesshedidn'tseehisfacebutitwasavoice

shecouldneverforget..

GRACE:(rubbedhertears)Ithinkwewillfinallybe

free

Sheignoredherstillinthetrainofthoughts.The

painfulmemoriescameflashingthroughhermind

asshesilentlycried

GRACE:(louder)Rati!



Shesnappedoutofitandrubbedhertearslooking

backatGracewhosefacelookedalotmore

delighted

RATI:huh?

GRACE:heismyfriendandheisgoingtohelpus

escape

RATI:ohh

ShesadlylookeddownandfeltsorryforGracefor

shebelievedthesamemanwhogottheminthis

situationwouldrescuethem

RATI:(inhermind)maybetheyarereallyfriendsand

heishereforheronly



GRACE:areyoufine,Ithoughtyouwouldbehappy

tohearthis

RATI:(forcedasmile)umhappy

Shesadlylookeddownandswallowedhardnotsure

ofwhattosay

ATMANDLA'SROOM

Heangrilyopenedthedoorandtookoffhisjacket

throwingitonthebedfuming

MANDLA:dammitThemba!

Hegothisphoneandsentatext

Typing.....



MANDLA:comehere,weneedtotalk

JODY:okay,onmyway

Heputthephonedownandslowlywalkedtothe

couchthensatdowncrossinghislegsandtouched

hischincaressingitashewaited...............
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Heputthephonedownandslowlywalkedtothe

couchthensatdowncrossinghislegsandtouched

hischincaressingitashewaited..

30minuteslater....

Jodysteppedoutoftheelevatorandwalked

towardshisroomknocking

MANDLA:comein

Heheldthedoorknobopeningupthensteppedin

closingthedoorbehindhimandwalkedtothecouch

takingaseatashelookedatMandlacuriously

JODY:whatsup?



MANDLA:(pulledasmirk)weneedtotalk

JODY:(crossedhislegsandleanedbackonthe

couchlookingathim)well,starttalking

MANDLA:(leanedbackonthecouchcalmly)where

isyourPA?

JODY:whatdoesshehavetodowiththis?

MANDLA:(withhiseyesfixedathim)sheactually

playsaveryimportantroleinthis

JODY:(confused)whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mandlaputhisotherlegdownandstoodupwalking

tothewindowwithhishandsinsidethepockets

thenlookedoutside



MANDLA:(softly)Idon'tknowhoweverything

happenedbutallIknowisthatIhavebeenlooking

forthisgirlforquitealongtimebecausesheisvery

closetomyheartandthereisnothingIwouldn'tdo

forherMrJody

Jodyslowlystoodupwithhiseyebrowsraisedashe

triedtoconnectthedots

JODY:isthisaboutGrace?

MANDLA:(calm)ithasalwaysbeenabouther

Heturnedstillwithhishandsinsidehispantspocket

andlookedbackatJodywhohadhisarmsfolded

JODY:(gettingimpatient)Ithoughtwetalkedabout

thisandyousaiditsfine,whywouldyouhandover



thegirlsandstartdemandingthemback.Ipaidyou

MANDLA:(straightface)youseeMrJody,the

problemisIdidn'tgiveyouthatgirl,Iwasn'tthere

andletaloneawarethatshewaspartofthefirst

delivery.Someonestabbedmeinthebackhereand

everyoneinvolvedisgoingtopayaveryhugeprice

JODY:(unbothered)that'sreallynoneofmy

businessbecauseIpaidandthisgirlismakingalot

ofmoney,sheisverygoodatthisthing

MANDLA:(raisedhiseyebrow)soareyousayingyou

can'tlethergo?

JODY:unfortunatelyIcan't,myhandsaretied

becauseifIdothatbusinesswillgodown

MANDLA:(serious)Iwasgonnaletitslideonyour



sidebecauseyoudidn'tknowanything,youwere

innocentbutnowyoujustchosetogetinvolvedso

youmightalsohavetopayabiggerpriceforher

freedomMrJody.

Jodymovedbackandlaughedsarcastically

JODY:(laughing)isthatathreat?

MANDLA:notatall,takeitasawarningorapromise.

Youwilldecide

JodystoppedlaughingandwalkedclosertoMandla

andlookedupathisface

JODY:(angrily)IamJodyandthisismyterritory,no

onemesseswithmeandlivestotellthetale



MANDLA:(movedbackalittle)callyourPAandask

hertobookthatflightforfirstthinginthemorning

tomorrow

JODY:IamwarningyouMrMathews,walkaway

whileyoustillcan,thisismybusiness,mycountry

andmyterritory,Irunthistownsoyouwonttellme

whattodoandwhatnottodo,okay?

MANDLA:(keptquietgettingagitated)

Jodypulledhisjacketandreachedforhishandgun

andcockeditaimingathim

JODY:(angrily)trustme,Iwillblowyourbrainsoff

rightnowandnoonewouldcomeforyourrescue

becauseallthisroomsaresoundproof,noonewill

hearanything.soIwon'thesitatetopullthetrigger

rightnowandfinishyouoffthenfeedyoutothepigs



Mandlacalmlywalkedoverandpulledasmirkas

Jodypointedthegunathim

MANDLA:putthatdown

JODY:(angrily)fuckyou!

Hemovedhisfingertothetriggeralmostpullingit

butMandlaquicklygrabbedthegunthenwasaloud

bangasthegunfelldownonthefloor........

ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Sheslowlyputthephonedownastearsofjoy

streameddownherfacethenshelookedatMia

whosefacewasslowlychanging,thewormswere

fallingdownasthewoundslowlydied.Itwasweird

howshesuddenlylookeddifferent,notcompletely

healedbuttherewasanunbelievablyhuge



differenceinashortperiodoftime.Miafelta

ticklingsensationonherfaceandherhandthenshe

lookedatherhandonlytorealisethatalltheworms

haddisappearedandthewoundwasslowlyfading,

hereyeswidenedasshesmiledhappilythenshe

touchedherfaceandfeltahugedifference

MIA:(happily)myface,myface

Sheturnedandwalkedtothewallmirrorandlooked

atherselfsmilingthenfellonherkneesthankfully

MIA:thankyouGod,thankyouJesus

Shestoodupastearsofjowfloweddownherface

thenshewalkedtoMsWilliamswhohadbeen

awfullyquietsinceherconfessionandfellonher

kneescryinginfrontofher



MIA:(tearfully)thankyousomuchforwhatyoudid

forme,umnotcompletelyhealedbutthereishope,

youprayedformeeverydayandfoughtmybattles,I

willforeverbegrateful..Ihopeyouwillbeableto

forgivemeoneday

MsWilliamsquietlylookeddownatherwithtears

fallingdown,shewasverymadatherforwhatshe

did,infactmadisanunderstatementbecauseshe

wasbrokenandshattered,whatMiadidis

unforgivablebuta.partofherwashappyforher,she

washappyforherhealinganddeliverance..

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)itsfine

Sherubbedhertearsandsmiledbendingoverand

grabbedherhandsthenpulledherupastheyboth

sobbedlookingintoeachother'seyes

MSWILLIAMS:(teary)Iforgiveyoubutyouhaveto



answerforyourwrongdoings

MIA:(happily)thankyouforforgivingme,itmeansa

lot

MsWilliamsgentlytouchedhercheeksandsmiled

lookinginhereyes

MSWILLIAMS:Iamproudofthewomanyouhave

become

MIA:(tearfully)itsallthankstoyou

MSWILLIAMS:(sadly)um.sorrybutIhavetocallthe

policeonyou

MIA:(smiling)IunderstandandIamreadytotake

responsibilityformyactions



MSWILLIAMS:(sadly)umreallysorry

MIA:itsokayreally,Iunderstand

MsWilliam'sfaceslowlylitupassheremembered

thecallshejustreceived,shewasstillshockedand

notsureifitsjustanightmareorreality,heronly

daughterwasfoundandcomingbackhome,she

slowlyletgoofMiaandsatdownonthecouch

slippingintoatrainofthoughtssmilingendlessly

MIA:(confused)mam

Sheignoredherasherdaughter'simageskept

flashingthroughhermemoryfillingherheartwithjoy

andhappiness

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)mybaby



MIA:(curious)huh?

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)mybabyiscomingback

home

Mia'sheartskippedthenshewavedherhandbefore

MsWilliam'sfacewhowaslostindreamland

MIA:(waved)mam!

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedupherfacesmiling

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)MrMathewsfoundGrace

andtheyarecomingbackhomeintwodays

Mia'sheartpoundedasshelookedatheralmost

healedandnormalhandthenswallowedhard



imaginingwhatMandlawoulddotoherafterfinding

outeverything,shewasfinallyfreefromtheworms

andinnowaywantedtogoback,jailwasalotbetter

thanthepainshehadtoendureallthistime"she

thought"

MIA:(shaking)wehavetogonow

MSWILLIAMS:(surprised)butIth-.....

MIA:wehavetogoreportnow,I'llcomewithyou

MSWILLIAMS:Icancallthepolicefrommyphone

thentheycomehere

MIA:(panting)noletsgo,Ijustwanttohandmyself

in



MSWILLIAMS:(confused)umm...okayletsgo,Iwill

gotellourpastorlater

ShewalkedtothebedroomandgotherbackasMia

waitedimpatient

Fewminuteslater....

MSWILLIAMS:letsgo

Theywalkedoutandheadedtothetaxistopthena

taxistoppedby

DRIVER:whereareyouheaded?

MSWILLIAMS:policestation

DRIVER:okayletsgo



Theyhoppedinthenhesteppedontheaccelerator

speedingoff.....

ATTHEBROTHEL

therewasaloudbangasthegunfellonthefloor

andMandlapushedJodyawayashefellonhisbutt

thenMandlatightenedhisbodyashiseyesquickly

turnedgreenthenpoppedoutasthetailcoileditself

outofthebodythenhetransformedintoagreenand

yellowhugesnakethatalmostfilledtheroom

breakingdowneverything

JODY:(tryingtostanduplookingdown)umgoingto

kil-......

Helookedupandhisjawdroppedashiseyesfellon

thehugesnakeasitwaileditstongueandrolledits

greenbigeyesswingingitsheadbeforehiseyes.......
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Helookedupandhisjawdroppedashiseyesfellon

thehugegreenandyellowsnakewailingitstongue

androlleditseyeschangingcoloursasitswingedits

headbeforehiseyes.

JODY:(eyespoppedout)nono!Nooohh!

Hescreamedhislungsoutsteppingbackwithhis



eyesstillfixedonthesnakethenhelookedatthe

doorandquicklyturnedrunningawaybutThehuge

snakewiggleditstailtowardsthedoorandcoiledIT

aroundhisbodythensquirmeditsheadclosertohis

faceashescreamedforhelp

JODY:(screaming)hellpp....

Zumbagotannoyedbyhisscreamsandslightly

tightenedthegriponhisbodyashisfaceturnedred

thenthelargesnakespitvenomonhisfacethenit

quicklyturnedblackanditwentonlickinghisface

ashescreamedinagony.Theexcruciatingpain

fromthesnakebitetemporarilyblurredhisvisionas

hetriedtoscream.

JODY:(lowvoice)help

Zumbathesnaketightenedthegripfromhistoes

uptothetummyashisbonesbrokedownmaking



soundsthenhiseyespoppedoutalmostdropping

ashisstomachcontentsescapedthroughhismouth

fallingonthesnakesslipperyandsoftshinybody.

Hisheadlostbalanceandfelltotheleftside

saggingashistonguestuckoutthenthelargesnake

tightenedupevenmorearoundhisheadthenHE

finallyhadhislastbreathasZumbathegreenand

yellowhugesnakesquirmedhisheavyhead

backwardsandletlooseofhislifelessbodyaiming

forhishead.Thesnakewaileditstonguein

celebrationandslowlyopeneditsmouthwider

rollinghisheadinsideandwentdowntherestofthe

bodybeforeitlifteditsheaduplookingupand

stretchedthestomachwidermakingwayforhis

bodytorollinside..withinnotimeZumbawasall

doneandlickedtheareaaroundhislipssatisfiedby

thesupperhejusthadthenheloweredhishead.

ATPOLICE

Thetaxipulledupintheparkinglotandtheypaid



beforesteppingout

MSWILLIAMS:thankyousir

DRIVER:(smiling)youarewelcomemam

Heturneddrivingawayasthetwowalkedinsideand

stoppedatreception

MSWILLIAMS:goodafternoonman

RECEPTIONIST:afternoonmam,howmayIhelpyou?

MSWILLIAMS:wewouldliketoopenacase

RECEPTIONIST:okaymam,followme



Shestoodupandwalkedinthepassageasthey

followedherthenshestoppedatthefourthdoorand

knocked

POLICEMAN:comein

RECEPTIONIST:(openedupandpeakedinside)I

havesomeonewholiketoopenacasehere

POLICEMAN:letthemin

MeanwhileMiasadlylookedatMsWilliam'swho

lookedbackatherwithalovingsmile

MSWILLIAMS:itsgoingtobefinedear

MIA:(sighedsadly)



RECEPTIONIST:youmaygoin

MSWILLIAMS:alright

Shewalkedawayastheduowalkedinsideand

greeted

MSWILLIAMS:greetingssir

POLICEMAN:goodafternoon,howmayIhelpyou?

(smiling)andOhhyoumaysitdown

Theypulledthechairsandsatdownashelookedat

thembitinghispen

MSWILLIAMS:thankyou

POLICEMAN:Iheardyouwanttoopenacase



MIA:wellI,,Ihaveaconfessiontomake

POLICEMAN:(curious)ohh?

MIA:(nervously)yes

POLICEMAN:goon

MsWilliamsheldherhandassheclearedherthroat

narratingthewholestory,shementionedeverything

andeveryonejustnotMandlabecauseshecouldn't

riskgettingintroublewiththesnakeagainsoshe

didexactlywhatshewasinstructedtodoandthat

meansreplacingMandla'snamewithZumba.

POLICEMAN:wow!



BOTH:(keptquiet)

POLICEMAN:sowhereisthisThembaguyand

Zumba?

MIA:(lowvoice)Idon'tknow

POLICEMAN:AndGeorge?

MIA:Iheardhewashitbyacarafewmonthsagoso

heisnomore

POLICEMAN:youwillhavetoremaininpolice

custodywhilewemakefurtherinvestigations

MIA:Iunderstandsir

POLICEMAN:wewillescortyoutothe



interrogationsroomandgetyourwholeconfession

inrecord

MIA:(nodded)

hegotthelandlinephonedialingasMiasadlylooked

atMsWilliam'swithtearsstreamingdownherface

thenMsWilliamssighedsadlyandhuggedhertight

asshebrokedowncrying

MSWILLIAMS:(shushingher)itsokaybaby,itsokay

Sherubbedherbackasthepolicemanputthe

phonedownandandstoodup

POLICEMAN:wehavetogo,handcuffswon'tbe

necessarysoletsgo



Theystoodupandfollowedhimastheywalked

alongthepassagethenhestoppedatthesecond

dooropeningupandMialookedatMsWilliams

tearfully

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)itsgoingtobefinebaby

Mianoddedastearsoverflowedonherfacethenthe

pooroldwomanrubbedthemasherheartbrokefor

Mia

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)don'tforgettoprayatall

times,Iwillalsoprayforyou

MIA:(tearfully)alright

MsWilliamsreleasedherhandstowardsHERface

andrubbedhertears



MSWILLIAMS:bestrongokay?

MIA:(nodded)

MSWILLIAMS:Iloveyou

Shewalkedcloserandkissedherforeheadthen...

POLICEMAN:nowthat'senough,letsgo

MSWILLIAMS:(holdingherhands)bye

MIA:(crying)bye

TheyslowlyletgoofeachotherthenMsWilliams

sadlywalkedawayasMiaslowlysteppedinthe

interrogationsroomandgaveherstatementbefore

theyescortedhertotheholdingcells..



Onehourlaterintheholdingcell.....

Sheslowlysatdownastheotherinmatespassedby

herwhisperingbutshewaslostinherownworldto

noticeanything

(((((((((((MSWILLIAMS:(softly)Iloveyou)))))))))))))

Shesmiledaloneholdingherchestasjoyfilledher

heart,thiswerethewordsshehadbeenlongingto

hearsinceherparentsdied,noonehadeversaid

thattohereversincebuttodaysomeonewhispered

thissweetwordsinherearsandshecouldn'tstop

smiling...

ATGRACE'SROOM

GRACE:areyoufine?



RATI:(tearfully)yes,umm...Howdoyouknowthat

man?

GRACE:heisaclosefriendofmine

RATI:(close?)

GRACE:yes,reallyclose

RATI:(thoughtfully)Ohhok,whatdoeshedo,Imean

hisbusiness

GRACE:umm...herunsahugecompanybackin

Botswana,Matthewsempire

RATI:(rememberedthename)thatbigandfamous

company?



GRACE:yesheownsit

RATI:umsureheismakingalotofmoneyoutof

thatcompanybutIdon'tunderstandwhyhehadto

beinvolvedinthisdirtydealings

GRACE:(confused)what?

Gracelookedathercuriouslybutshenoticedher

confusedfaceandrealizedshedoesn'tknowmuch

abouthersocalledclosefriendthenshequickly

changedthetopic

RATI:doyouthinkJodyWilllethimtakeyou?

GRACE:no!Don'tchangethetopic,whatdidyou

meanbydirtydealings,doyouknowsomethingI

don't?



RATI:(fakedasmile)what?DidIreallysaythat?I

don'tevenknowhimImean,Iguessmaybeknowing

thatyouareleavingmebehindgottomeandnow

umutteringnonsenseunaware

GRACE:(relaxed)ohh,butumsurehewilltakeyou

with

RATI:(sadly)Ihopeso

GRACE:(sadly)Iwon'tgoanywherewithoutyou,I

willconvincehimokay

RATI:okaythankyou

GRACE:(sighed)whyishetakinglong?



RatishruggedhershouldersasGracesighed.....

RATI:let'ssleep,itsalreadylate.Maybehewillcome

inthemorning

ATMANDLA'SROOM

Itlowereditsheaddownthentheheadtransformed

toMandla'suntilhiswholebodywentbackto

normalthenhesighedfeelingabitlight

MANDLA:(sighing)shuuuu....

Heturnedandlookedathiswatchanditwasalready

pasttenthenhesighedandsatdownscratchinghis

headfrustrated.

MANDLA:(inhismind)letmerestthenmakemoves



tomorrow

Hegotupandgrabbedthetowelheadingtothe

shower.......
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Hequicklyopenedhiseyesandpulledthesheetsoff

thenrubbedhiseyesandmadehiswaytothe

bathroomwherehetookaquickshowerand

brushedhisteeth..



Fewminuteslater

Hesteppedoutofthebathroomwithapurewhite

towelwrappedaroundhiswaistrevealinghismouth

wateringabbsasheusedtheotheronetowipehis

facethenwalkedtothemirrorandleanedoverashe

revealedhisgleamingwhiteteethscanningthem.He

closedhismouthandreachedforthebodylotion

andletlooseofthetowelasitfelldownexposing

hisfinemachinethathangedbetweenhisthighs

thenhebentapplyingthelotionalloverhiswell

designedmanlybody..innotimehewasalldone

thenheturnedaroundfacingtheclosetandopened

ittakingouthisboxerbriefs,jordanwhitet-shirtand

theguccipantsthenstartedgettingdressedbefore

heturnedagainfacingthemirroradmiringhisfine

selfasthewhitet-shirtperfectlyrevealedhisabbs.

Mandlawasn'tjustyourordinaryhandsomeguy,he

wasjustwaytoocuteandperfect,hadflawless,

cleanskinandwiththefewdaysthathespentin

Thailandhelookedevenmoreyummy.



MANDLA:(lowvoice)timetogetmovingMr

Mathews

Hepulledasmirkandcaressedhischinthenturned

walkingtowardsthedoorwhereheheldthedoor

knobandgentlyopenedupthenshottotheelevator

Fiveminuteslater

Hesteppedoutoftheelevatorasthebrotheltwo

guardsquicklymovedtothesidesmakingwayfor

himtopassbeforetheysteppedinsidewhispering

GUARD1:whoisthat?

GUARD2:heisMrJody'sfriend,helongcamehere

fortheparty



GUARD1:butallhisguestsleft

GUARD2:no,heneverleft,Iwasdrivingthemthe

otherdaywhentheywentforbreakfast

GUARD1:ohhok,(lookedatthewristwatch)shit!

Wearelatetoday,Jodywontbehappy

Theyarrivedatthesixthfloorandshotstraightto

hisroomandopenedupbuttherewasnooneinside

GUARD1:whereishe?

GUARD2:Idon'tknow,letsgoback

GUARD1:(stopped)IhavethisbadfeelingandI

can'tshakeitoff



GUARD2:letsgoman,maybehewenttoseehis

family

GUARD1:buthehardlysleepsathishousewhenhe

haveguestsandhewouldnevergoanywhere

withoutinformingustokeepaneyehere

GUARD2:yeah,maybehehadanemergency

GUARD1:(sighed)yeah

Theyquietlywalkedbackandsteppedinthe

elevator...

Meanwhileatfirstfloor,Mandlagentlyknockedon

Grace'sroomthenRatislowlyopenedhereyes

shakingGrace



RATI:Grace,Grace

GRACE:mhm

Sheopenedhereyesyawningandsatupright

rubbinghereyes

RATI:thereissomeoneatthedoor

GRACE:(remembered)ohhyes!

Shequicklypulledthesheetsoffandwenttothe

dooropeningupandtheireyeslocked.Therewasan

awkwardmomentastheygotlostineachother's

eyesforawhilethenMandlaclearedhisthroat.

MANDLA:umheretogetyou



GRACE:ohh,now?

MANDLA:yes,getreadywhileIgoandsortoutyour

planeticket.

GRACE:butI-....(lookedback)Ican'tleaveRati

behind,youhavetobringheralong

MANDLA:what!

GRACE:yes

MANDLA:(softly)butIcamehereforyouonly

GRACE:(foldingherarms)thankyoufortryingto

helpme,IappreciateitbutIcan'tleavemyfriendall

aloneinthishellhole



Mandlaunbelievablylookedatherassheworeasad

facethenhisheartsoftenedup.

MANDLA:(sighed)okay,shewillcomealong

Hereyeswidenedandshescreamedinexcitement

gettingtheothergirlsattentionandmostofthem

walkedtotheirdoorspeakingoutsidesadly

GIRL1:Itoldyouheisrescuingher

GIRL2:yeah,Ithinkyouwereright,IwishIhad

someonewhowouldcomethroughformelikethis

butIknowthatisadreamthatcannevercometrue.

Tearsformedatthecornersofhereyesand

streameddownthensherubbedthemsniffing...



MeanwhileatGrace'sdoor

GRACE:(jumping)thankyouthankyou!

Shethenjumpedintohisarmsdisappearing

betweenhisstrongarmsashehuggedhertightthen

sheslowlypulledfromthehugandtheireyeslocked,

Mandlaclosedhiseyesandplantedhissoftlipson

hersthenshekissedhimback,hemovedhishand

uppushingherlonghairtothebackastheirheads

tiltedthenRaticlearedherthroat

RATI:(clearedherthroat)kgmhmm.......

TheyquicklystoppedandGraceshamefullystepped

backtouchinghersoftpinklipsandMandlasmiled

lookingatherstillprettyface.Yesshehadlostabit

ofweight,butshewasstillthemostbeautiful

womanhehasevercomeacrossandhewasfalling



forheralloveragain.Thekissworsenedeverything

ashetouchedhischestasitpoundedharder,the

samefeelinghehadayearagowhentheymetwas

cultivatedbutnowitwasevenstronger

GRACE:Sir

Hekeptquietstillroamingarounddreamlandashe

fantasizedaboutthebeautyqueeninfrontofhim

GRACE:(wavedherhandbeforehiseyes)hello

Hesnappedoutofitandlookedatherbreathingout

heavily..

MANDLA:ohhumm...

GRACE:what?



MANDLA:(grabbingherhands)Ican'tbelieveIfound

youagain

GRACE:(smiled)Ican'tbelieveyoufoundmetoo,

(remembered)sowillJodyagreetoletRati

goaswell?

MANDLA:hedoesn'thaveachoice

GRACE:(smiling)okay

MANDLA:(lookedathiswristwatch)umm,Ishould

getgoing,getready

GRACE:'(smiling)okay

Heturnedwalkingawaythenhiseyesfellonthe



manyothergirlswithsadfacesstandingattheir

doorslookingathimashewalkedalongthe

passagethenGracesteppedoutwiththeintention

ofadmiringhisbackviewbuthereyesfellonthe

manyothergirlswholookedsadandpalethenher

heartbrokeforthem,sadnessfilledherheartand

tearsstreameddownasshesadlywalkedbackinto

herroomandclosedthedoorbeforefacingRatiwho

wasexcitedlyjumpingupanddown

RATI:(loud)thankyou,thankyoufriend

Sherantowardsherwithherarmswideopenfora

hugbutslowlyclosedhermouthandstopped

lookingathersadface

RATI:(confused)whathappenednow?Ithoughtyou

wouldbehappy

GRACE:(satdownrubbinghertears)Ithoughtso



too

RATI:(lookedatherwaitingforanexplanation)

GRACE:(sniffing)IwashappybutthatwasuntilI

steppedoutofmyroomandlookedatthismany

otherrooms,allthegirlsweresadlystandingattheir

doorswatchingasIcelebratedmyfreedomandthat

brokemyheart

RATI:(satdownsadly)yeahIunderstand

GRACE:Ican'tlivehappilyknowingIleftother'sin

thishellhole

RATI:butyoucan'tdoanythingaboutitnow,atleast

youarefree



GRACE:thatsthething,Iamnotfree,Ican'tbefree

knowingIleftother'sbehindMandlamustrescueall

ofus,weallhavetogohome,yesheshouldset

everyonefreethenweallgobacktoourcountries

RATI:whatifhedoesn'tagree?

GRACE:thenhemightaswellgobackbecauseI

won'tgoanywhere.

Ratithoughtfullylookedatherthensnappedher

finger..

RATI:umm...sinceJodyagreedtosetyoufreeIthink

youcansneaktothenearestpolicestationand

reportJody,hewon'tmindseeingyouwalkingout

right?

GRACE:(thoughtfully)Ithinkso



RATI:great!maythisshadybusinesscometoan

end

GRACE:alrightlet'sgo

Theyquicklywalkedoutofherroomastheother

girlswalkedoutoftheirroomswatchingasGrace

andRatiwalkedaway

GRACE:check.iftheguardsarethere,Idon'twant

themtostartaskingmequestions

RATI:(bithernails)shit!Theyareattheexit

Shewalkedtowardsthemandsmiledasthey

admiredherbody



GRACE:ummIhavetogo

GUARD1:what!Areyoumad,moveawaybeforeI

blowyourbrains

GRACE:(calmly)didanyoneofyouseethe

gentlemanwhopassedhereafewminutesago?

Theirheartsskippedastheyrememberedwho

walkedpastthemwithastraightface.Therewas

justsomethingabouthimthatsentchillsdowntheir

spines.theydidn'tknowhimbutforsomeweird

reasontheyfelttheneedtoobeyandhonourhim

GUARD2:(panicked)yes,yes

GRACE:(foldingherarms)yes,heishereformeand

Jodyagreednowpleasemove



Theyquicklymovedasidemakingwayforherto

passthenshewinkedatRatiwhosmiledthen

walkedbacktotheroomasGracesteppedoutof

thebrothelandlookedaroundbeforeheavingahuge

sigh,shewasn'tyetfreebutthiswasclosetothe

freedomtaste.Ataxistoppednearherandshe

hoppedinsidenarratingherwholesadstorytothe

driverwhoseheartbrokelookingatherinnocent

face

DRIVER:umsorrytohearthatmydear,wealways

suspectedthatthereissomethingfishygoingonin

thisbuildingsbutwejustdidn'thavetheevidence

GRACE:yeah

DRIVER:alright,Iwillfreelytransportyoutoand

fromthepolicestationsinceyoudontknowits

location



GRACE:aww,thankyousomuch.MayGodbless

you

Hesteppedontheacceleratorspeedingoff..

Twohourslater

Policecarsfilledtheplaceasredlightsflashed

aroundwhilereporter'sraninsidethebuildingready

totakeeveryone'sstoryandthepolicemenand

soldierswalkedinsidewiththeirgunsreadyforwar,

seeingallthisalltheguardstriedtofindhidingbut

gotunluckyandgotapprehended,therewasnose

fromthecarssurroundingtheplaceandflashlights

alloverasreporter'sflashedcamera'smakingalive

broadcast

ONTELEVISION



REPORTER:newsrunningfromThailandBangkok

citywhereawellknownreputablebusinessmanis

exposedforhumantraffickingandrunningabrothel

subjectingyounggirlstoprostitution.Policearestill

searchingaroundtheplacebutitseemsMrJody

hasfledthescene.Ayounggirlwhowasrescuedby

afamousbusinessmanfromBotswanabythe

nameMrMathewswenttoreporttodayatthepolice

station.

MeanwhileMandlasteppedoutofhiscarandlooked

aroundconfusedbuthisinnerbeingtoldhimtorelax

thenhecalmlywalkedoverasGracerantowards

himfallinginhisarmsandhehuggedherthenthe

reporter'srantowardshimthrowingquestionsat

him

REPORTER1:Sirhowdidyoufindoutaboutthis

place?

REPORTER2:howdoesitfeellikebeingahere?



HeignoredthemholdingGraceinhisarmsand

rubbingherbackthenthecamera'smovedtohim

REPORTER:MrMathewstheherohasjustwalkedin

thesceneandisn'twillingtosaymuchsincehegot

herebutbeenholdinghislonglostgirlfriendever

since.Butallthegirlswhowerecapturedhereareall

gratefulforwhathehasdoneforthem.Goingon,

thepolicehaveagreedtomakenecessary

arrangementsforallthecaptivestoflybacktotheir

countriesandrewardMrMathewsforthegreatjob.

MeanwhileinBotswana....

MsWilliamswalkedinonthenewsandsawMandla

ashepulledGraceinhisarmsthendroppedatearof

joybeforekneelingdowntothankGod....TWO

MONTHSLATER
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TWOMONTHSLATER

Shestoodatthedoorquietlypeakingoutsideasher

mindslippedintoatrainofthoughts.Herheart

brokeasshethoughtofherfirstdayinThailand,the

dayshelostherinnocenceinthemostpainfuland

cruelway,thedaythatchangedherwholelife.Itwas

apainfulexperiencethatshesowishedcouldeasily

berubbedoffhermindsothatshedoesn'thaveto

thinkaboutanymore.herthroatdriedupashereyes



welledupwithtearsthensherubbedthemsniffing.

GRACE:(whispering)pleasehelpmegetoverthis

God

TearsstreameddownhersmoothcheeksasMia

crossedhermind,shecouldn'tstopwonderinghow

awholesanewomanwouldthrowanotheroneintoa

lionsdenwithoutthinkingtwice.Shejumpedoff

scaredassomeoneheldherwaisthuggingherfrom

behind

MSWILLIAMS:heybaby

GRACE:(relaxed)ohhitsyou

MSWILLIAMS:sorryI.scaredyou,Ireallythinkyou

shouldconsiderthecounselingoffer,itwouldhelp

you,youarealwaysjumpyanditsnotgoodmychild



GRACE:noma

MSWILLIAMS:pleasebaby,youhavetofinda.way

ofdealingwithyourpast

GRACE:(sadly)itsacanofwormsthatumnot

willingtoopenupever

MsWILLIAM'S:(sighed)Ihavesomethingforyou

GRACE:ohh?

Shewalkedtothecouchandopenedherhandbag

takingoutawhiteenvelopeandhandedittoheras

shelookedathercuriously

MSWILLIAMS:here



GRACE:(lookingattheenvelope)whatisit?

MSWILLIAMS:itsaletterfromMia

Shesighedandlookedatherwithadisappointed

look

GRACE:Ithoughtwetalkedaboutthisma,you

promisedtoneverbringherupinmypresence

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)Iknowbaby,butIthought

youmightwanttoreadthatbecauseitmightbejust

theclosureyouneedthenyouwillbeabletofinditin

yourhearttoforgiveher

GRACE:(sadlylookedather)



MSWILLIAMS:forgivenessisn'tjustaboutanother

person,itsalsoaboutyouasanindividualbecauseit

helpsyouliveyourlifefreelyandhappilyandgives

youalightfeelingbecausethenyouwon'tbeholding

anygrudges.Agrudgecanbealotheavierthanwe

actuallythinkbecauseitslikeyouarecarryaheavy

burdenonyourshouldersandhavingsomeoneat

heartwaitingfortheirdownfall,thatonitsownwill

stealyourhappinessandmakeyouverymiserable

(ateardroppedthenshewipeditoffandwenton)I

don'tlikeseeingyoulikethis,Imissseeingmy

bubblychildwhowasactiveandenergeticbefore

Thailandhappened

GRACE:(breakingvoice)that'sthethingma,the

bubblyandactiveGracediedinThailand,thisisthe

newGracenow.

MsWilliam'sheartbrokehearinghersaythatthen

tearsstreameddownherfaceasshetriedtowipe

them



GRACE:(crying)itsonlybeentwomonths,youcan't

expectmetocarryonlikenothinghappened,Iam

damagedbeyondrepair.Mywholelifeanddreams

havebeenshatteredandnowIhavenoreasonto

live

ShebrokedowncryingthenMsWilliam'shuggedher

tightshushingher

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)I'msosorry

AfteralittlewhileshewasokayandMsWilliam's

rubbedoffhertearslookinginhersadface

MSWILLIAMS:Iunderstandbaby,andumsorryfor

puttingtoomuchpressureonyouokay

GRACE:(nodded)



MSWILLIAMS:alright,youcantaketheenvelope

andputitsomewhereinyourroomthenreaditwhen

youarefeelingalotbetter,itmaybeadayaweek,

monthsoryearsfromnowandthatsokay,justtake

yourtimebaby.

ShekissedherforeheadasGraceturnedmakingher

waytothebedroomwiththeenvelopeinherhand

wheresheopenedupandsteppedinheavingahuge

sighasshelookedaroundtheroomandthoughtfully

liftedhermattressputtingtheenvelopeinbetween

them beforesittingdownherphonerangfrom

underthepillowandshereachedforitpickingup

GRACE:hey

MANDLA:heysleepyhead

GRACE:(smiled)



MANDLA:howareyoutoday?

GRACE:hanginginthere

MANDLA:(sighedsadly)alrightsunshine,was

thinkingmaybeIcantakeyououttoday

GRACE:(sadly)nottoday,umnotreadytofacethe

worldyet

MANDLA:(softly)butyou'vebeensayingthatsince

twomonthsago,youhavetoleaveyourhidingplace

andboldlyfacetheworld,please

Tearsfloweddownassheimaginedhowpeople

mightlookather,shecouldn'tstomachthethought

ofbeinggivenweirdlooksandhavepeople

whisperingasshepasses



GRACE:(teary)Ican't,pleaseunderstand

MANDLA:(softly)IpromiseIwon'tleaveyoursight,

I'llbetheretoholdyourhandanddefendyou,please,

youhavetodothisbecauseyoucan'thideforever,

startlivingandembracinglifeagain

GRACE:(breakingvoice)nottodayplease

MANDLA:(softly)okay,stopcrying,umsorryfor

pushingalittletoohard

GRACE:okay

MANDLA:alright,Iwillpassbyafterworktoseethat

prettyface



GRACE:(smiled)

MANDLA:whatcanIbringyou

GRACE:Istillhavealotofstuff,youarealways

buyingmefood.

MANDLA:yesbecauseyouneedtoeatandbring

backthatfinefleshtotherightplaces.I'llbringyou

somethingtoeatandIwon'tleaveuntilyoufinish

eating

GRACE:(laughedalittle)IamnotababyMr

Mathews

MANDLA:'(smiling)butyouarebehavinglikeoneso

wewilltreatyoulikeoneandforcefoodintoyour

mouth



Shelaughedasherheartgotoverjoyed,talkingto

Mandlaalwaysmadeherforgetabouteverything,

nothingelsematteredandherheartwasalwaysat

peace

GRACE:okay,okay!

MANDLA:okay,.letmemakemoney,talklater

GRACE:alrightbye

MANDLA:byesunshine

Hehungupandputthephoneawaytypinginhis

laptopasGraceputherphonedownallsmiles.....

ATPRISON



Shelookedathercompletelyhealedhandand

touchedheralloversmoothfaceandsmiledhappily.

Itwasjusttooamazinghowshegothealedafterthe

confessionandMsWilliamsprayer.

INMATE:(angrily)heybitch,getupandgowashmy

clothes

MIA:buti-.....

Hehotslappedandsheheldhercheekcrying

silently

INMATE:youliketalkingbackhuh?Getthefuckup

Shequicklygotupasheshethrewtheclothesather

facethenshegrabbedthemandpacedtothe

bathroomspassingotherinmateswhosadlylooked

atherfeelingsorryforher,ithadonlybeentwo



monthssinceshearrivedbuttheabuseshewas

subjectedtowasjusttoomuchandheartbreaking,

worse,shewasjusttoosweetandunabletodefend

herself.Innotimeshearrivedandfilledthetubwith

waterwashingtheclotheswithtearsstreaming

downherface,shewentonrubbingthemand

continuedaseveryonesadlylookedat

her....................HADTOPOSTTHETWOOCLOCK

INSERTEARLYBECAUSEIHAVEPLACESTOBE
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Shefinisheddoingthelaundryandwipedherhands

thenwalkedbacktoherroom.Shesighedand



lookedaroundthenwalkedclosertohersmall

springbedandkneltdownfoldingherarmsand

prayed

MIA:Lordpleasehavemercyonmeandgivemethe

courageandstrengthtogoon.Itisnotanyeasier

formebutLordwalkwithme,directmeandshow

metheway.Helpmeknowandbelievethatthisis

justtemporaryandsoonitwillbeover.Thankyou

God.Amen

Shestoodupwipingherkneesandturnedaroundas

hereyesfellonherroommateleaningatthedoor

HER:(straightface)areyoudonewithmylaundry?

MIA:(terrified)yes

HER:good!



Shewalkedinandsatdownonhersmallbedthen

laiddownasMiasighedinrelief....

ATMANDLA'SOFFICE

Hethoughtfullytookhisphoneanddialedhis

numberbutitstillshotstraighttovoicemailthenhe

sighedangrilyandcalledoneofhismen

MAN:boss

MANDLA:anynews?

MAN:notyetboss,hehasn'tbeencomingtohis

housesincetwomonthsago,nothinghasmoved

MANDLA:alright,letsmeetathisplace,getthe



otherstohelpyouopenhisgate

MAN:butwetriedthelasttime

MANDLA:(angrily)breakinifyouhaveto

MAN:okboss

MANDLA:sure

Hehungupandangrilygrabbedhisblazerfromthe

chairandwalkedoutpassingbyreception

MANDLA:cancelallmymeetingsfortoday

RECEPTIONIST:alrightsir



Hestormedoutandpacedtowardstheparkinglot

andtookouthisRangeRoverkeysunlockingitthen

hoppedinanddroveoff..

Onehourlater.....

Hepulledupatthegateandsmiledabitseeingit

opensohedroveinandparkedinfrontofthehouse

thensteppedoutasthethreemenlookedathim

MANDLA:and?

MAN:wemanagedtoopenup

MANDLA:andthealarms?

MAN:wemanagedtosortthatoutaswell



MANDLA:great!

Heturnedwalkinginsidethequietanddustyhouse

andmovedaroundopeningeveryroomsearching

foranyleadsthenhesighedfrustratedbecause

therewasnothinghelpful

MANDLA:(clenchedhisteeth)Ineedtofindyou

dammit!

Hescratchedhisheadandheadedtowardsthedoor

buthiseyeslandedonasmallpieceofpaperonthe

tablethenhestoppedlookingatitbeforehewalked

closerpickingitupandbroughtitclosertohisface

readingtheletterasmoreangerslowlybuiltinside

him.

MANDLA:(angrily)dammitMia!



Hecontinuedreadinguntilthelastpartandhisheart

brokeasheread"umsorrymyfriend"yesthatswhat

hewas,hisfriendandtheonlyfriendheeverhadbut

hebetrayedhim.Hesighedandputthesmallpiece

ofpaperdownandthehardcopyphotosonthetable

caughthiseyesandhepickedthemupscanning

them.Yestheylookedalotmoreconvincingbuthe

knowshisfriendwaymuchbetterandhestill

would'vebeenabletoseethathewassetup,the

lookonhisfaceshowedjusthowintoxicatedhewas

becausehiseyeswerealmostclosed

MANDLA:(lookingatthephotos)dammitThemba!

howcouldyoubesostupid,Iwouldhavebelieved

youbutnowyoufuckedupbigtimeman

Hesighedsadlyandpickeduptheletterandallthe

photosheadingoutpassingbyhismen

MANDLA:lockup



MAN:okayboss

Heturnedopeninghiscarandhoppedinsidebefore

reversingthenhedroveoffplayingtheirfavourite

songandhislipsslowlymovedsmilingashe

rememberedtheoldgoodtimes.

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA

Hewalkedtothetuckshopandreachedinhis

pocketcountingthecoinswhichaddeduptoP4.00

THEMBA:hello

LADY:hello,howareyou

THEMBA:(smiled)umgood,canIpleasehave



powdersoup

LADY:okay,wehavechilibeefandminestroneonly

THEMBA:alright,howmuchisit?

LADY:P4.00

THEMBA:okay,I'llhavechillibeef

Hehandedherthecoinsandshetookthesoupfrom

theshelvesgivinghim

THEMBA:thankyou

LADY:youarewelcome



Hetookitandwalkedtohisoneroomedhouse

wherehetookthekeysfromhispocketandopened

upgettinginside.Heputthesoupbesidethesmall

stoveandswitcheditonboilingwaterforporridge

thenhewashedhishandsandsatonthesmallchair

choppingvegetables....

ATMSWILLIAMS

heparkedatthegateasGracemovedthecurtain

andpeakedoutsidebeforeshewenttothedoorand

walkedout.Meanwhileinsidethecarhereducedthe

volumeandsmiledlookingatherassheapproached

thecar.Heopenedthedoorandquicklywalkedto

thepassengersideopeningupforherandshe

hoppedinashewentbacktothedriver'sside

GRACE:thankyou

MANDLA:umagentleman



Theylaughedbrieflybeforelookingintoeachother's

eyessmiling

MANDLA:youlookbeautiful

GRACE:(smiling)ohhdon'tstart

MANDLA:Iloveyourlips,theyaresotinyandpinkish

GRACE:(shyly)pleasestop,Iamblushingnow

MANDLA:andyoulookevenmorecute,(pointing)

ohhlookatthedimples

GRACE:(laughing)stop!



Hesmiledlookingatherasshecoveredherface

thensheputherhandsdownandtheireyeslocked,

therewasanawkwardsilentmomentbeforehe

clearedhisthroat

MANDLA:ummmm....Iboughtyousomethingtoeat

GRACE:butIjusthadsomethingtoeat

MANDLA:uhhuhh,I.knowyouarelying,Iamgoing

tofeedyoutoday

HelookedatthebackseatsthenGracelookedback

ashereyesfellonthemanyplasticbagsfulloffood

GRACE:what?

MANDLA:yes,toldyouIwillforceyoutoeat,didn'tI?



GRACE:youtookthewholeofWoolworthsnow,I

don'tneedthismuchfood

MANDLA:(peakedintheplasticandtookouta

doublecreamplainyogurt)havethisfirstbecause

umsureyouhaven'thadanythingtoeattoday,so

youneedsomethingsoft

Shetooktheyoghurtsulkingthenhegrabbeditand

openedituptakingthespoonfromtheplasticand

fedher...

ATPRISON

MsWilliamspatientlywaitedatthevisitorsarea

beforetheguardappearedandMiawalkedbehind

him.Shelookedupthenherfacelitupashereyes

fellonMsWilliam's



MIA:Ididn'tknowitsyou

MSWILLIAMS:(lookedathersmiling)

MiapulledthechairandsatdownfacingherasMs

William'sheartbrokelookingatherpuffyeyes,it

wasevidentthatshehadbeencrying

MSWILLIAMS:isthatgirlstilltroublingyou?

MIA:no,shedoesn't

MsWilliamslookedatherwithadoubtfullookthen

Miasadlylookeddown,shehadnoticedhowthe

pooroldwomangetssaddenedeverytimeshehears

aboutherstrugglesoshedidn'twanttoworryher

anymorebutMsWilliamsknewherbetterandcould

tellwhensheislying



MSWILLIAMS:really?

MIA:(keptquiet)

MSWILLIAMS:youcan'tlietomebaby,Iknowyou

enoughtotellwhenyouarehidingsomething

MIA:(sadly)Ijustdidn'twanttogetyouworried

MSWILLIAMS:(touchedherhand)aww,butplease

alwaystellmewhensomethingisbotheringyou,

okay?

MIA:(nodding)okay

GUARD:(walkedover)notouching



MSWILLIAMS:'ohhsorryI.forgot

SheletgoofMia'shandsastheycontinuedchatting

beforeshestoodupwalkingawaythentheguards

escortedMiabacktohercellroom..

ATMSWILLIAMS

hefinishedfeedingherasshecomplainedabout

havinghadenough

MANDLA:okay,okay!

Sheswallowedupthentookthetissuewipingher

mouththenshehoppedoutasMandlaalsodidand

walkedtothebacktakingoutalltheplasticsand

askedGracetocarrysomebeforetheywalkedinto

theyard.Graceopenedthedoorandhestepped

insideputtingtheplasticsonthetableandsighed



MANDLA:Ididn'tthinktheyarethisheavy

GRACE:yeahhey

MANDLA:(lookedathiswristwatch)oops,almost

knockofftime,yourmummustbeonherwayback

homesoletmebounce

GRACE:alrightandthankyouforeverything

MANDLA:itsokay

Hewalkedcloserandpulledherinhisarmshugging

herasshedisappearedbetweenhisstrongarms

thenhelookeddownplantingasoftkissonher

forehead



MANDLA:bye

GRACE:alright

HeturnedwalkingoutasGracewalkedtothedoor

admiringhisbackviewthenheclosedthegateand

wavedather..

GRACE:(louder)bye

Hesmiledandopenedthecardoorhoppinginand

increasedthevolumethenhereversedandstepped

ontheacceleratorspeedingoff...............
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Hepulledupinthegarageandparkedhiscarthen

removedthecarkeysandopenedupbeforelocking

upashemadehiswaytowardsthedoorwherehe

searchedhispocketsandslidouthishousekeys

andunlockedgettinginside.Heswitchedthelights

onandwalkedtothecouchthentookofhisjacket

takingaseatandreachedforhisphonedialingher

MANDLA:(softly)hey

GRACE:(smiling)hey,youarehome?

MANDLA:yep,Ijustgothomenow



GRACE:okay

MANDLA:yeah,letmegotakeashower,illcallyou

beforeIsleepokay?

GRACE:alright

MANDLA:bye

GRACE:(smiled)bye

Hehungupandputthephonedownsmilingbefore

somethingcrossedhismindandheslowlyclosed

hismouthasthecutesmileworeoffthenhetook

thephonedialinghim

VOICE:themascomnumberyouhavedialedisnot



available,ple-.....

Hehungupfrustratedandslightlybithislowerlip

tryingtothinkofwherehecouldbebuttonoluck

thenhesighedandputthephonedownstandingup

andshotstraighttothebathroom..

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA

hedishedupandstartedmunchingonthericeand

soupenjoying.Fewminuteslaterhewasalldone

andputtheplateawayandwalkedtohisbedthen

laiddownfacingtheroofslippingintoatrainof

thoughtsthenhisphonedistractedhimbeepingso

hereachedforitandsighedreadingamessage

frommascomthenheputitawayandstarted

gettingundressedgettinginhissleepwearbefore

hepulledthesheetsoffgettinginsidetheblankets

andlaiddownbutthoughtfullyjumpedoffbed

searchingoneofhisjacketstakingouthisoldsim

cardtheninserteditinsidehisphoneasmany



messagesstartedreportingbuthesighed

disappointedbecausehewasexpectingtomaybe

getamessagefromhisoldfriend,yeshesawthe

newsabouthowMandlarescuedmanygirlsfrom

Thailand,Graceincludedbuthesureknewtherewas

stillhelltopayandhewasn'treadytofacethemusic

yet

THEMBA:(sighedscratchinghishead)haish

Hetookoutthesimcardandputthephoneaway

pullinguptheblanketsandslowlyclosedhiseyes

dozingoff..

ATMSWILLIAMS

Sheheldthedoorknobopeningupandhereyesfell

onGracewhowasbusymunchingonpizzathenshe

smiledimpressed



MSWILLIAMS:ohhyouareeating??

GRACE:(mouthful)yeah

MSWILLIAMS:umgladtoseeyoueating,andyou

looksomuchbettertoday

GRACE:(chewing)youareabitlatetoday

MSWILLIAMS:yeah,Ipassedbyprisontocheckon

Mia

GRACE:(sadly)ohh

MSWILLIAMS:umsorrybu-.....(Graceinterrupted)

GRACE:itsfinereally,Iunderstand



MsWilliamseyeswidenedsurprised

MSWILLIAMS:huh?

GRACE:yeah,youhavealwaysbeenagoodperson

andIguessitssomethingthatcan'tbetakenaway

fromyou,Idon'tlikeMiaandIwishyouhatedher

toobutthatsnotwhoyouare,youneverbear

grudgesandalwaysfinda.waytooverlookpeople's

mistakesandlovethenunconditionally.AtfirstIfelt

likeyouarebeingunfaironmebybeingtherefor

someonewhocausedmeanunbearablepainbutI

rememberedhowyoutookcareofyourex-boyfriend

whenhewasonadeathbed,regardlessofwhathe

haddoneinthepastyouwerethereforhimandfed

himchanginghisdiapers.

MsWilliamssadlylookeddownasherdaughter's

wordscutdeep,shebroughtupatopicshewished



toneverbringupanditopeneduptheoldwounds,

hehadhurthersobadwhenshewasstillyoungand

vulnerablethenturnedup20yearslateronhisdeath

bed

GRACE:umsorryIbroughtthatup

AtearfelldownandsherubbeditoffasGrace

movedclosertohersideandrubbedherback

GRACE:I'msorry,Iwasjusttryingtoexplaintoyou

howImadepeacewithyourrelationshipwithMia

(clenchedherteeth)eventhoughIhateherentire

existence

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)itsokay,itsjustthatthisis

somethingIneverwanttotalkabout,thatman

destroyedmylifeandtookawaythemostprecious

thingfromme



GRACE:(sadly)doyoueverthinkabouther?

Herheartbrokeasherthroatdriedupandtears

floweddownhercheeksbeforeGracerubbedthem

GRACE:(softly)don'tcry.itsokayma

MSWILLIAMS:(breakingvoice)Ithinkabouther

everyday,especiallyatnight,Idon'tsleepbecause

sheisallthatrunsinmymind,Ican'tstop

wonderinghowshelookslikerightnow,andhow

sheturnedout

GRACE:umsorryma,atleastyoutriedlookingfor

her

MSWILLIAMS:IwishIcouldturnbackthehandsof

timeandtakeherfromthatcouple



Gracelookedathersurprised

GRACE:(confused)soyouknewwhereshewas,I

thoughtyoudidn'tknow

MSWILLIAMS:(swallowedhard)Ialwaysthoughthe

tookherinandwasraisingherbecausehenever

allowedmetovisitoratleastseeheruntiloneday

hissistercametomeandtoldmeabouthowher

brotherdroppedoffthechildinanorphanagewhen

shewasfivemonthsold.Iwasstillyoung,stupid

andnaiveplusIwasscaredofhimsoIcouldn'tdo

anythingsoinsteadIstartedvisitingtheorphanage

andplayedwithallthekidsbutIspentmoretime

withheruntilaftertwoyearswhenacertaincouple

rockedupattheorphanageandadoptedher.(started

crying)Iwasreallyshatteredandhopelessbut

luckilythecouplewasstayingnotfarfrommyhome

andtheyhadrecentlymovedtheresoIwatchedher

growingupfromadistance.



GRACE:(surprised)ohh,younevertoldmeallthis

MSWILLIAMS:Ineverwantedtotalkaboutit

becauseitopensoldwounds

GRACE:(curious)sowhathappenedtothecouple?

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)Iamnotsureaboutthe

husbandbutIheardthewifewasattackedintheir

homeandgotshot.ThatwasthelasttimeIsawmy

daughter,Ididn'tknowwheretheyhadtakenherand

Icouldn'taskanyonesoIlearnedtolivewiththe

painoflosingher

TearsoverflowedasGracerubbedthemandhugged

hertightly

GRACE:umsosorryma



Shewentonshushingheruntilshedozedoffinher

arms......

ATPRISON

shewalkedincarryingthenowdryclothesand

respectfullyhandedthemovertohercellmatewho

lookedatherwithaseriousface

HER:thankYou

Mialookedathertotallysurprised,shewasthekind

ofpersonwhowouldneversaythose

words,especiallytoher

MIA:okay

Sheturnedandsatonherspringbedopeningher



bibleasherroommatelookedatherquietly

HER:(lookingatMia)umsorry

MIA:(surprised)what?

HER:IheardyourprayersealierandyouaskedGod

toprotectyou,ithitmethatyouwereactuallyasking

Godtoprotectyoufromme,Iamdisappointedin

myselfand(tearsformedatthecornersofhereyes)

umsorry

MIA:(stoodup)itsokay,Iforgiveyou

Shewalkedovertoherandopenedherarms

huggingher

MIA:stopcrying,Iforgiveyou



Shewentonshushingherbeforepullingofffromthe

hugastheybothwenttotheirsmallbeds

sleeping...........
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Sheslowlyopenedhersorereddisheyesandsat

uprightrubbingthemthengotoffbedpickingupher

gownandputitonslippingintohersleepersmaking

herwaytothesittingroom.Shepassedbythe

kitchenandturnedasthesweetaromagottoher



MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)mhm

GRACE:(lookedathersmilingdishingup)

MSWILLIAMS:thatsmellsdevine

GRACE:(smiling)youruinedthesurprise,itwas

supposedtobeabreakfastinbedtreatbutnowyou

areup

MSWILLIAMS:aww,thankyoumybabythatsso

sweetofyou

GRACE:itstheleastIcando,youhavebeenrunning

upanddowntakingcareofmesincetwomonths

ago

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)aww



GRACE:yeah,nowthatyouarealreadyup,youcan

gobrushyourteeth,youwillfindyourbreakfastat

thetableandIwillgorunyouabathsothatwecan

gotochurchearlytoday

MSWILLIAMS:thanksbaby

GRACE:(smiling)go

Shelaughedsmilingandturnedtothebathroom

whereshebrushedherteethtryinghardnottothink

aboutthepreviousnight'sconversation..

Fewminuteslater

Shewasalldoneandmadeherwaytothesitting

roomwhereshesmiledlookingatthedeliciousmeal

onthetable



MSWILLIAMS:mhm..thislooksdelicious

ShetookabiteandsmiledlookingatGracewhowas

busymunchingonherfood

MSWILLIAMS:(mouthful)thisisreallynice

GRACE:(smiling)umgladyoulikeit(lookedather

wristwatch)weshouldmakeitsnappyelsewewill

belateforthechurchservice

MSWILLIAMS:youareright

Theycontinuedeatingchattingthenwhentheywere

doneMsWilliam'smadeherwaytothebathroom

andstartedbathing.Innotimeshewasdoneand

walkedtoherbedroomwrappedinatowelasGrace

gotinsidehandingoverherironedoutfit



GRACE:here

MSWILLIAMS:ohhbaby,thankyou

GRACE:(smiled)

ShegotdressedasGracepatientlywaitedforher

thenwhenshewasalldonetheywalkedtothetaxi

stopandwenttochurch.

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedathiswristwatch

andjumpedoffthebedrememberingthatitsa

sundayandthetimetogorenewtheconvanent

MANDLA:shit!



Hepacedtothebathroomandtookaquickshower

beforeheadingouttothecave.Anhourlater,he

parkedinfrontofthecavethensteppedoutofhis

whitemasseratiinhisleviblackjeansandgucci

whitesneakersthatblendedwellwiththewhite

guccisimplet-shirtthenwalkedintothecavewhich

wasawfullyquiet,ithadbeenawhilesincehewent

there..

MANDLA:(whistled)

Allthemanycolourfullargesnakesslippedoutof

thewaterhearingtheirmaster'scallandsurrounded

himwailingtheirtonguesthenbowedtheirheadsin

respectbeforeheturnedwalkingalongthepassage

totheforbiddenside.Fewminuteslaterhearrived

andhiseyeslandedonZumbawhosebodysizehad

doubled,thenowallblackshinysnakelookedalot

biggerthanbeforesohesmiledandbowedhishead

inrespectthenZumbasquirmedtowardshimand



lickedhisfaceconnectinghimtothespiritworld

MANDLA:(eyeswidened)what?

Hethenfrownedlookingathisbestfriendwhose

facelookedabitdarkandhishairwasallgrownand

lookednotsotidy.

inthespiritworld...

(((((((((((((((MANDLA:pleaseshowhiswhole

surrounding))))))))

Zumbawailedhisredtongueandslowlybroughthis

largeuglyfaceinfrontofMandlalickinghisfaceone

timetogivehimaclearview

Hiseyeswentdownhiswholebodyashestoodnext



tothesmallstoveinamessyroom.Helookedalot

thinandhissurroundingwasnotsogood.Mandla's

heartbrokelookingathimandthelettercrossedhis

mind.Alltheangerhehaddissolvedasallhefeltfor

himwaspity.Thiswasthesameguywhohadbeen

thereforhimthroughitall,helovedhimevenwhen

thewholecommunityrejectedhimwhenhewasten

yearsold,memoriesofhowThembausedtosteal

foodfromtheirhomejusttogosharewithhim

crossedhismindashisthroatdriedupthenhe

swallowedhardtearfully.Yeshefuckedupbut

maybehedidn'thavemuchofachoicethenplushis

mistakescouldneveramounttohowhehelpedhim

throughtheyears.TohimThembawasmorethana

friendbutabrotherinstead,thatshowmuchhe

meanttohim

MANDLA:(tearfully)pleaseshowmehislocation

Zumbasquirmedhiswholehugebodytowardshim

andmovedaroundhimmakingacircleleavinghim



inbetweenthencoiledhisbodyaroundhimnot

pressinghardbeforeopeninghismouthwideand

rolledhisheadinsideandwaitedforafewminutes...

Abouttenminuteslater,thelargesnakeletgoofhis

headwhichwasallwetandhadmucusalloverhis

facethenletlooseofhisbodyreleasinghim.Mandla

smiledhappilyasnoweverythingwasclearedup,

findinghimwouldn'tanyhardnow

MANDLA:(smiling)thankGodyoudonthaveapure

heartyoufool

Theallblackshinysnakesquirmeditsslipperybody

outoftheforbiddensidetotherestingplaceas

Mandlaturnedaroundwalkingoutaswell.Few

minuteslaterhewasattheritualspondwherehe

squattednexttothepondandwashedhisfaceas

thelargesnakeswiggledtheirbodiesinsidethe

watersplashingit.Unbothered,hestoodupand

walkedoutheadingtohiscarwhereheunlockedit



andsteppedinsidethenreachedfortherearview

mirrorlookingathiswetface.

MANDLA:(sighed)hussshhh.....

Hesighedandgothispurewhitefaceclothwiping

himselfbeforethrowingitonthepassangerseat

andsteppedontheacceleratordrivingawayfeeling

atease....

ATPRISON

shestoodupwipingherkneesaftershefinished

prayingthensheturnedandhereyesfellonher

roommatewhogavewasstaringather

MIA:(lookedather)ummm......



HER:(smiled)pleaseteachmehowtodothat

MIA:huh?

HER:topray,pleasepraywithmenexttime

MIA:(smiling)okay,Iwill

HER:thankyou

Shesmiledlookingattheladywhohadchanged

overnight,shehadalwaysbeensometoughcookie

whobulliedherandgotsomesortofsatisfaction

seeinghertearsbutnowsincetwodaysbackshe

wasallsweetandclam.Miabitherlipgentlylooking

atherthen.......................
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Miagentlybitherlowerlipandwalkedclosertoher

thengrabbedherhandslookinginhereyes..

MIA:(softly)wecanpraynow

HER:(smiled)butIdon'tknowhowtopray,youwill

havetoteachme

MIA:(softly)okay

Theykneltdownstillholdinghandsandshelooked



atmeclueless

HER:whatdoIsay?

MIA:whateverthatsinyourheart,pouroutallyour

pains,sorrows,regretsandyourwholehearttothe

Lord

HER:anything??

MIA:yes,anything,evenyourdarkestsecrets,

confessyoursinsandaskGodtoforgiveyou

becauseheisaforgivingGod

ShesmiledlookinginMia'seyesthenlookeddown

asregretfilledherthoughts,shecouldn'tstop

thinkingabouttheilltreatmentandabuseshe

subjectedhertoforthepasttwomonths.She

enjoyedseeingherbegformercyandgotthemost



satisfactionbutnowshewisheditwaspossibleto

turnbackthehandsoftimeandmakebetter

decisionsbecauseshedidn'tdeserveitatall

HER:(tearfully)howdoyoudoit?

MIA:what?

HER:howdoyoumanagetobeallniceand

understandingtowardssomeonewhoputyou

throughunbearablepain

Miasmiledandheldhercheekraisingherroomies

head

MIA:itsbecauseIunderstand,Iunderstandwhere

youwerecomingfrombecauseIhavebeeninyour

shoesbeforeandtookoutallmyangeronsomeone

whodidn'tdeserveit,someonewhowasoldenough



tobemymother.(swallowedhard)Ibeatherupand

scratchedherkneeswithoutanyremorsesoyousee,

meandyouarealmostthesame

HER:(surprised)Idon'tbelievethatbecauseyouare

waytoosweetandsoft

MIA:itscalledchangemydear,runningtoGod

makesahugedifference,someoneintroducedmeto

GodandtodayIseethingsdifferently.Youcandoit

aswellbecauseitsnevertoolate.

HER:(smiling)wow

MIA:nowletsteachyouhowtopray

HER:(slowly)Godpleaseforgivemeformysins,I

amnotagoodpersonbecauseIhavebeenhurting

aninnocentandlovingsoul.Pleaseforgiveme.Amen



Theyopenedtheireyeslettinggoofeachotheras

Miasmiled

MIA:see,thatwasn'thardnow?

HER:(laughing)notbadatall,ohhAndIamResego

butyoucancallmeRese,Inevergotyourname

MIA:Mia,IalwaysheardeveryonesayingReseand

assumeditsyourname

Theysmiledandsatdowngettingtoknoweach

other..

ATCHURCH

MsWilliam'sandGracegottheirbagsstandingup



aseveryonegotupleavingthentheseniorpastor

walkedovertothem

PASTOR:(respectfully)MsWills,howareyou?

MSWILLIAMS:Iamfine,thankyouPastor

HeturnedtoGraceandlookedathersmiling

PASTOR:canwemaybesitandtalkforafew

minutes?

GRACE:ohhsure

HelookedatMsWilliam'swhowasbusyputtingher

bibleinherhandbag

GRACE:ohhitsfine,shecancomeaswell,Ihope



youdon'tmind

PASTOR:okay

Thetriowalkedbacktothechairsandsatdown

lookingatthepastorwhoclearedhisthroat

PASTOR:umm...Iwouldliketoknowyourwellbeing

sinceyourarrival

GRACE:Iamgettingtherepastor

MSWILLIAMS:(noddedinagreement)yeah,sheisa

lotbetter

PASTOR:ohh,that'sgreatbutthereisaproblem

GRACE:(curious)problem?



PASTOR:yesdear,todaywhenIwaspreachingat

thepulpitIlookedtoyoursidebutIcouldn'tseeyou

becauseyouwerecoveredindarkness,therewas

justtoomuchdarknesssurroundingyouandIstill

dontunderstandwhatthatmeant,doyouperhaps

haveanidea?

GRACE:(shookherheadconfused)Idon'tknow

really

MSWILLIAMS:wedon'tunderstand

PASTOR:thatusuallymeansyouareassociatedwith

someoneevilorevilisresidinginyou

GRACE:butpastorIdon'tknowanyonewhocouldbe

evil



PASTOR:okmydear,pleasecometochurchevery

Wednesdaysothatwepraytogetherforrevelation.

Andalsocontinueprayingathomebecausethisisa

verybadspiritthatumseeingsoyouneedtobe

stronginprayersothatitdoesn'tovercomeyou

GRACE:okaypastor,Iwillmakesuretoprayand

cometochurchonWednesdays

PASTOR:okay,(lookedathiswristwatch)Ialready

tookmuchofyourtime,letmenotkeepyou

BOTH:okaypastor,thankyou

Theystoodupandleft.....

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA



Thembaplacedthepanon.thestoveand

rememberedthathehadranoutofmatchsticksthe

previousnightthenhereachedforhispants

searchingthemandtookthelastP1.00coinhehas

tohisnameandwalkedoutsidetothenearesttuck

shop..fewminuteslaterhearrivedandhandedthe

youngladythemoney

THEMBA:mayIhavematchsticksplease?

HER:(smilingshyly)butyouareP0.25short

Thembasadlylookedatherknowingthatwashis

lastcoin.

THEMBA:(embarrassed)thatismylastmoney

HER:okay



Shetookthematchesboxandhandedhimashe

gratefulgrabbedit

THEMBA:thankyousomuch

HER:(smiling)youarewelcome

Heturnedwalkingawaybutthoughtfullyturnedback

toher

THEMBA:(shaking)canIhaveyournumber,ImeanI

wanttothankyouonedayforhelpingmeout

HER:(smiling)haucomeon,thatwasjust25thebe,

itsnotmuch

THEMBA:(softly)tomeitsalotBecauseIwas

helpless



HER:okay751.......

Hepressedhisphonesavingitthenwalkedaway.

Heapproachedhisplaceasafamiliarcarappeared

infrontofhimthenhepanickedandtriedtorun

awaybuttrippedandfell

THEMBA:shit!

HetriedstandingupandwalkedfasterasMandla

steppedoutofhisMasseraticarpacingtowardshim

MANDLA:(serioustone)itsoverboy

Hearingthiswordssentchillsdownhisspineand

weakenedhislegsleavingthemheavymakingit

difficultforhimtorunnorwalkfaster.Hisheart

poundedsofastashestartedsweatingthentears



formedatthecornersofhiseyesandhestopped

surrendingandturnedlookingbackatMandla

tearfully

THEMBA:(Breakingvoice)pleaseforgiveme,don't

killmeplease

Mandlalookedathistearypalefaceandfelthis

heartbreakingforhisdearoldfriendthenhequietly

walkedcloserandopenedhisarmsastheconfused

ThembalookedaroundasMandlapulledhiminhis

armshugginghimtight.

MANDLA:(tearfully)Iforgiveyou

Thembabrokeintotearscryinginhischestas

Mandlarubbedhisback..fewminuteslaterhepulled

fromthehugandsecretlyrubbedhistearsas

Mandlasmiledathim



MANDLA:umsorryyouhadtorunawayfromme

THEMBA:umsorryItookawaythemostprecious

thingfromyou

MANDLA:itsokay,waterunderthebridge

THEMBA:thankyou

Therewasanawkwardmomentthen..................
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Therewasanawkwardmomentthenhepulledhim

backinhisarmsembracinghimemotionally

MANDLA:sorryman

THEMBA:(keptquiet)

MANDLA:(letgoofhim)shit!Youlooklikealost

puppy

THEMBA:(lookedathisclothesembarrassed)

MANDLA:(laughing)lookatyourhairallgrownand

kinky,whydidn'tyoushavethebeardsatleast

THEMBA:(laughing)andriskbeingseenbythe



mightyMandlaMatthews??Nowaysbruh

MANDLA:(laughing)Iamnotthatbadbutyou

shouldsaythankstothatdamnletterotherwiseI'd

befeastingonyounow

THEMBA:(laughing)bruh!Ibeenstrugglingto

sleepimaginingyoublowingmybrainsoffalmost

everyday,umgladyoubelievedme.Thankyou

MANDLA:(smiling)let'sgetmovingman,wehaveto

getyouaneathaircutbecausewedontwantfine

thingsseeingyoulikethisbackintown.

THEMBA:that'smyboy,thanksman(lookedathis

smalloneroomembarrassed)letsgoinside

MANDLA:(unbothered)sure



TheyturnedwalkinginsidetheyardasThemba

uncomfortablyopenedthedoorandmovedaside

makingwayforMandlatogetinsidethemessy

room,itlookedexactlylikehesawitinthespirit

world

MANDLA:(lookedathim)Istilldon'tunderstandwhy

youcameherebecauseumsureyouhadenough

moneytolastyouevenuptothreeyears,whydidn't

youlookforadecenthouse.

Thembalookeddowngoingdownmemorylane,he

hadclearedallhissavingsaccountstryingtohelp

MiagethealedandTHEtreatmentchargeswere

veryhighthat'swhyhenowhasnothingtohisname.

HeraisedhisheadlookingatthecuriousMandla

andsighedfindingtherightwordstobreakdownthe

iceaslyingwasn'tanoptionanymore

THEMBA:(sadly)afteryoudivorcedMiashecameto

myhouseaskingforaplacetostaybecauseshe



waswoundedfromasnakebiteandhadnowhere

elsetogo,Ifeltsorryforherandtookherinbut

decidedtofindherahousebecauseIcouldn'trisk

youseeingheratmyplace.Andthenafterthather

woundsstartedgettingworsedaybyday,couldn't

helpfeelingsorryforhersoIclearedallmysavings

tryingtohelphergettreatmentanditwasvery

expensive.ThatshowIwentbankrupt

Mandla'sheartbeatraisedhearinghernameand

clickedhistonguepissed

MANDLA:dammitThemba!

THEMBA:umsorryman

MANDLA:youowemeone,letsgetoutofhere

THEMBA:okay



Thembatooksomeofhisthingsandtheywalked

outasheclosedthedoorthenmadehiswaytothe

carwheretheyquietlyhoppedinsideandMandla

tookaturndrivingofffumingwithanger....

ATRATI'SHOUSE

RATI:howareyou?

GRACE:umgettingthere,howaboutyou?

RATI:metoo,Imissyouitsbeenalittlewhile

GRACE:youshouldpassbysometimes

RATI:alright,ohhandpleasetellyourmumum

grateful,theydeliveredthegroceriestoday



GRACE:(confused)huh??

RATI:shehasbeenhelpingmysiblingswithfood

whenIwasawayandshepromisedtocontinue

helpingusuntilIgetbackonmyfeet,Ithoughtyou

knowaboutthis?

GRACE:well,Ididn'tknowbutIwilltellher

RATI:yeah,shereallyisagoodperson.Ilikeher

GRACE:ohhtellmeaboutit.Mamalikeshelping

peopleandIadmireherforthat

RATI:(thoughtfully)mhm....sowhereisyourhero

boyfriend,yallstilltogether?



GRACE:(smiling)heisnotmyboyfriendwearejust

friendsandweclick

RATI:(laughing)click??Saythattosomeonewho

willbelieveyou,notme.Ithinkhereallylikesyou

andIknowyoulovehim

GRACE:(smiling)well...maybeyesmaybenot

RATI:umhappyforyoubutpleasepromisemeone

thing?

GRACE:what?

RATI:thatyouwilltakehimtochurch?

GRACE:ummm.....Idon'tknowbutIwillaskhim

sometime



RATI:(smiledrelieved)okaybabes,bye

GRACE:byefriend,loveyou.

RATI:loveyoumore,bye

Shehungupandlookedatheryoungersisterwho

wasstilltroubled

RATI:whycan'tyouguystellmewhysheishaving

allthisnightmares

OLDERSISTER:(lookedattheyoungersister)

we..umm...wesawahugesnakesomeothertimein

ourbackyardandnowsheisstrugglingtogetoverit

RATI:haish,okay.Didyoukillit?



BIGSISTER:yes,weaskedsomeguystokillitand

theyburnedit

RATI:okay,(lookedatthelittlesister)Iamhereand

nothingwillhappentoyou,okay?

LITTLESISTER:(nodded)okay.

Shesquattedhuggingherandrubbedherback

worried....

ATPRISON

therewasanawkwardmomentthenMiaclearedher

throatlookingathercuriously

MIA:whatareyouinfor



Herheartskippedandsheswallowedhard,thatwas

reallyunexpected

RESE:Istabbedsomeone

MIA:huh?

RESE:(sighed)yeah,Istabbedmyexhusbandand

heendedupinahospitalbedbutthebastarddidn't

die

MIA:youwishhewasdead?

RESE:(angrily)yes

MIA:(freakedoutabitbutmaintainedacalmand

relaxedlook)umm...whathappened?



RESE:itsaverylongstoryplusyouwouldn't

understandandwillprobablyjudgeme

MIA:trustmeIamthelastpersontothrowstones

becauseIdidevenworse

RESE:(lookedathersurprised)really?

MIA:yes,soumallears

RESE:okay,Istabbedmyexhusbandbecausehe

wasabusiveandaserialcheater.Hewouldbring

manydifferentgirlsinourhomeandsleepwiththem

inmypresenceandIwasnotallowedtosay

anything,everytimeIcomplainedortriedtoleavehe

wouldbeatmetoapulp,(tookoffhert-shirt

showingherthemanyscarsonherupperbody)yeah,

hedidallthisandIwasnotallowedtosayanything

lestigetabeating



MIAlookedathertearfullyandcouldn'tutterany

wordsasshewasstilldigestingwhatshejustsaw

andheard,thescarswereverybadand

heartbreaking

MIA:(softly)howcouldsomeonebesocruel?

RESE:(breakingvoice)Iwasalreadyusedtobeing

hispunchingbag,whatIcouldn'ttakewasthe

emotionalabusebecauseitbrokemyheartandmy

soul,itwastheworst,hewouldtellmeabouthow

muchhehelpedmewhenIhadnothing,hewouldgo

onandonabouthowhepickedmeatthesideofthe

roadwhenIwasdirtyandhadnothingtomyname

MIA:(tearfully)umsosorry

RESE:(rubbedhertear)hekeptonmakingmerelive

mypainfulpast,apastIneverwantedtotalkabout



buthealwaysfoundawaytobringitup..

Shelookeddownastearsstreameddownherface

andrubbedthem

RESE:(breakingvoice)hefoundmebesidesthe

roadwhenIwaslivingasabeggarandreliedon

handoutsaftermyparentsdied.Myparentsdied

whenIwasveryyoungsomyaunttookmeinbut

laterchasedmeoutwhenIwasonlyfourteenyears

soIlivedonthestreetsforaboutfiveyearsbefore

wemet.Hehelpedmeoutandtookgoodcareofme

thenwelatergotmarriedbutthenhechangedafter

marriageandstartedtheabuse,Icouldn'ttakeit

anymoresoonedayIwaitedforhimtofallasleep

andtiptoedtothekitchenwhereIgotaknifeand

stabbedhimcountlesstimesbuthestillfoundaway

tosurviveandnowumstuckhereforthreemore

yearswhileheisouttherelivinglavishly

MIA:(tearfully)umsosorrytohearthat



RESE:(tearfully)itsokay

MIA:(softly)butyouhavetoforgiveandletgoofall

theangerinyourheartmydear,itdoesn'thelpbut

insteadworsensthesituation.thinkaboutit

RESE:okay

ShenoddedasMialookedatheremotionally

thinkingaboutherpainfulstory..

ATTHEMBA'SPLACE

HepulledupatthegateandparkedasThemba

steppedout

THEMBA:aren'tyoucomingwith?



MANDLA:noIhavetogosomewherefirst,willpass

bylater

THEMBA:okay

Hereversedandsteppedontheaccelerator

speedingofftoprison.......................................
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Meanwhileinsidewomen'sprisonthejailguard

walkedintheirroomandsignaledMiatofollowhim

RESE:betteryouthanme

MIA:(laughing)ohhcomeon,itsalwaysoneperson

otherwiseyouandmesamewhatsappgroup,no

visitors

RESE:(rolledhereyes)yeahright

Shestoodupandfollowedhimout.

MeanwhileatthevisitorsareaMandlasatdown

impatientlywaitingashetappedhisfingersonthe

table,hecouldn'twaittoseeheruglyfaceandscare

heroff,makingsureMiaplaysfarawayfromhis

lovedoneswasamissionnow.Fewminuteslater

Miaappearedfromtheothersideandfrownedas



hereyesfellonthetotallyunexpectedvisitor,onthe

otherhandMandlasighedandlookedaroundthen

theireyeslocked.Hefrownedlookingatherflawless

face,itwaswaytoounbelievablehowshehadclear

skinandnotevenalittlescar,meanwhileMiasighed

andcalmlywalkedovertothetableandpulledthe

chairtakingaseatallrelaxed

MIA:(smiling)hello

Sheextendedherhandforahandshakebuthe

lookedathercompletelyhealedhandforafew

minutesandreleasedhis.Theirhandstouchedbut

hequicklypulledhishandbackfeelingweird.

MIA:areyoufine?

MANDLA:(uncomfortable)yes



MIA:sowhatdidIdotodeservethesurprisevisit?

MANDLA:(chokedashetriedtospeakup)

ummmmm......I....I....

Mialookedinhiseyessmilingassheintercededin

herheart

MIA:whatswrongMrMatthews?

MANDLA:ummmm....I..

Hiswholebodystartedfeelingveryhotanditchyas

sweatdrippeddownhisfaceandhelookedupat

Mia'sfacebutquicklylookeddownavoidingeye

contact

MANDLA:(inquiry)ummn..Ihavetogo



Hestoodupandstormedoutscratchinghisitchy

bodyandpacedtowardshisBenz.Fewminuteslater

heunlockeditandhoppedinsidethenlookedathis

wetfaceontherearviewmirror

MANDLA:shit

Hereachedforhisbagonthebackseatsandtook

outhisgymtowelandwipedthesweatoffhisface

thenheavedahugesigh

MANDLA:(confused)whatthehelljusthappened

downthere?

Hetriedtomakesenseofthesmallmomenthejust

hadbutcouldn'tcomprehendthenhisheadoutof

nowherestartedachingstrongly



MANDLA:fuck!!

Heheldittightlywithhiseyesclosedthenbentand

fiddledonthepassengerseat,luckilytherewasa

waterbottlesohegrabbeditandopeneditgulping

downthewaterbeforeopeninghiseyesfeelinga

littlebetterthenhesighedfrustratedandstartedthe

cardrivingoff...............

Backinprison,Miasmiledthankfullyandstoodup

walkingbacktohercellwheresheopenedupand

walkedtowardsherbedthenkneltdownprayingto

thankGodforhiskindnessandmercy...

ATGRACE'SHOUSE

shelookedatthetelevisionwithhermindmiles

away,shecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutherpeaceful

lifebeforeThailandthenshesmiledgoingdown

memorylaneandthenshestoodupwalkingtothe



wallmirrorandlookedatherherselfsighingsadly.

Sheneverwantedtoputonanythingtightor

revealingeversinceherarrivalfromThailandasshe

isalwaysputtingonbaggyandbiglongsleeved

clothesbuttodayshefeltdifferentandfelttheneed

totakethemoff,forthefirsttimeina.longtimeshe

wantedtotakechargeandcontroloverherlife,

hidingandrunningwasn'ttheanswertoher

problemsandshewasreadytoclaimherlifeand

authorityback.Shesmiledandpacedtothe

bedroomwheresheopenedherclosetandpicked

herfavoritedress,itusedtohugherbeautiful

curvaceousbodyperfectlysoshetookitandpaced

tothesittingroomwhereshetookoffthebaggyt-

shirtandpantsandputonthedressthatperfectly

definedherbody.sheturnedadmiringherhourglass

figureonthemirrorsmilingfromeartoear

GRACE:(smiling)liveongirl

Shecontinuedsmilingandbenttakingherphoneon



thecouchthenclickedafewphotosbeforeselecting

thebestoneandposteditonFacebookcaptioned

"liveonprincess"

Therewasoverfivehundredlikesandtwohundred

commentsonthepostwithinthespaceoften

minutessoshesatdownreadingthecomments

COMMENT1:youlookstunning

COMMENT2:Iamsoinlovewithyourbody

COMMENT3:averystrongandboldyounglady,I

reallylikeyou

COMMENT4:lookwhoisbackintown,thequeenn

liveongirl

COMMENT5:andyoudontevenlooklikeaperson

whowasexchangedbydifferentmenevryday,wow!



COMMENT6:howwasThailandgirl?

COMMENT7:Ireadyourstoryinthenewsandmy

heartbledforyoudear,imgladyouconqueredthe

worldatlast.Bigupsgirl

Shewentonreadingthecommentssmilingandhurt

alittlecomingacrossthenastyonesbutjust

decidedtoignorethemandreactedwithloveonthe

positiveones.

MeanwhileatthedoorMsWilliamsopenedupthen

smiledwalkingin

MSWILLIAMS:wow!

GRACE:(smiled)



MSWILLIAMS:youlookbeautifulbaby,umgladyou

aretakingyetanotherboldstep.umsoproudofyou

GRACE:Iwouldn'thavedoneitallwithoutyouma

MSWILLIAMS:(smiledemotionally)awwbaby,,

GRACE:(smiled)

MSWILLIAMS:toobaditsalreadylateandyoucan't

goanywherenow

GRACE:(laughing)Iknowright,Ijustwantedtosee

theoldme,Imissedmyself

MsWilliamssmiledandopenedherarmswide

huggingher



GRACE:andohhImadesupper,hopeyoudidn'teat

atwork

MSWILLIAMS:(surprised)youcookedagain?

GRACE:yep

MSWILLIAMS:mybabyisfinallyback,(loolooked

up)ThankyouGod

Shegentlycaressedhercheeksmilingbeforethey

turnedtothekitchen

MSWILLIAMS:hmmmm...smellsyummy

GRACE:letmedishupwhileyougotakeaquick

shower



MSWILLIAMS:great!

Sheturnedandheadedtothebathroomandtooka

quickshowerbeforegettingintohersleepwearthen

wenttohavesupper.Theyateandchattedlaughing

loudly

ATTHEMBA'SPLACE

Hesteppedoutoftheshowerwrappedinapure

whitetowelandslippedhisfeetintohissleepers

thensomeoneknocked.

THEMBA:itsopen

Heopenedupandwalkedinwithreddisheyesas

Thembalookedathimpuzzled



THEMBA:andthen?

MANDLA:what?

THEMBA:youreyesaresored,areyoufine?

MANDLA:umhavingaslightheadache

THEMBA:ohh

MANDLA:yeah,letmesendyousomemoneyso

thatyoucanbuyyourselfafewthings

THEMBA:okaythanks

HepressedhisphonethenP20000.00reportedin



Themba'sphone

MANDLA:done!

THEMBA:(gothisphone)thanksman,(worried)are

yousureyouarefine?

MANDLA:yeah,letmebounce

THEMBA:sure

Heturnedandwalkedoutwherehehoppedinhis

caranddroveawayinthedarknight...............
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THEHENEXTDAY

ATKG'SHOUSE

Heslowlyopenedhiseyesandlookedaroundtheall

blackwalledroomthenherubbedhiseyesthengot

hisphonecheckingthetimebeforeslippingitinside

hispajamapantspocket.itwasalreadypastseven

sohegotofbedandmadehiswaytothekitchenas

hisstomachmadefunnysounds.Heopenedthecup

boardandtookthebreadheboughtthepreviousday

thenplaceditonthekitchencounterpreparing

simplebreakfast.Hetookthepan,pouredoiland



waitedafewminutesandmadecrumbledeggsthen

walkedtotheloungewherehesatontheplastic

chairandplacedtheplateonthetableeatingthen

hisphoneandhetookitoutchewing.Hisheart

skippedlookingatthecalleridentity

KG:(softly)hey

SK:hey,howareyou,longtime

KG:verylong,umhanginginthere,howaboutyou?

SK:(sighed)Imissyouman

KG:(surprised)really?

SK:yeahman



KG:butidi-.......

SK:IknowandIhaveforgivenyou,itsallwater

underthebridge

KG:(emotionally)thankyou

SK:sohowisbusiness

KG:(throatdriedup)nothingnew,umstillwhereyou

leftme

SK:(pitiful)umsorryforleavingwhenyouneeded

memost

KG:Itotallyunderstandwhyyoudiditandyouare

justified.ImeanIwouldhavedidthesamethingifI

wereyou.Iriskedyourlifeknowinglyandthereisno



betterexcuseforthat

SK:(sighed)true

KG:yeah

SK:Iwantbackinthegame,Iwillhelpyoutakehim

on,Ican'twatchyoufallingapartlikethis,wehaveto

dosomething

Hisheartgotoverjoyedhearingthiswords,itsall

thathehasbeenlongingforallthismonth's,life

hasn'tbeeneasyashewasdrowningindebts,most

ofhispropertywasseized,thehousewasalmost

emptyandhissixcarswerealsotaken,nowheonly

hadonecartohisname.Atleasthemanagedto

clearoffallthedebtsafteraverylongtimeoftrying

soallthatbotheredhimwasmakingendsmeetand

makingsurehedoesn'tgotobedhungrybuthestill

ismadatthepersonwhotookoverhisterritoryby



force,thepersonwhotookoverhisbusinessandthe

manwhoputhimonahospitalbed.sowhatSkjust

saidwaslikemusictohisears

KG:(smiling)thankyouverymuch,Ihavebeen

longingtohearthoseword'sandIhavedrawnupa

plantotakehimdown,itsallIhavebeenworkingon

forthepastfewmonths

SK:great,Iwillpassbysothatyoucanfillmein

KG:alrightsure

SK:bye

Hehungupandlookedathisphonesmiling,theday

hehasbeenwaitingforwasjusthereandthatmade

himthehappiestmaneverbecausehejustcouldn't

waittogetridofhisobstacleandstartmaking



money.

KG:(smirked)umcomingforyouMrMatthewsAKA

thesnake

Hestoodupandwalkedtohissecretroomand

openedupthenlookedathisplangoingoveritthen

benttakingapenandmadeeditionsincludingSKat

certainpointsandsmiledwickedly

KG:Igotyouthistimesoldier

Hestoodtheresmilinggoingoverthemapplan

againandagain......

ATMSWILLIAMS

Sheopenedhereyesandyawnedbeforereleasing



herhandtakingherphonedialinghim

MANDLA:(sleepy)hey

GRACE:areyousleeping?Thoughtyouareatwork

MANDLA:(down)umnotfeelingwelltodaysoI

won'tbegoingtowork

GRACE:(worried)what'swrong?

MANDLA:justaslightheadache

GRACE:shouldIcomeoverandhelpyouout?

MANDLA:(surprised)youwoulddothat?



GRACE:(smiled)yes

MANDLA:(smiling)ohhletMEtextyourmumand

askhertotakethedayoff

GRACE:okay

MANDLA:pleasedon'tgetmeexcitedthenchange

yourmindlastminute

GRACE:(laughing)Iwouldn't,besides,umonly

comingtherebecauseyouarenotwell

MANDLA:thankyou,soshouldIsendoneofmy

driverstocomepickyouup?

GRACE:noit'sfine,I'llgetataxi



MANDLA:(smiling)okay,pleasehurry

Shelaughedalittleandgotupstretching

GRACE:yeahright,letmegetready

MANDLA:byesunshine

GRACE:(rolledhereyesblushing)bye

Sheputthephonedownandturnedleavingthe

bedroomheadingtothebathroomwhereshetooka

quickbathandwalkedbackinherroom.Sheopened

theclosetANDlookedFORsimplewarmclothesso

shegotblackwarm pantsANDawhitenikesweater

thengotdressedandgrabbedherhairmakinga

ponytail,whenshewasdoneshegotherbagand

left...........

MeanwhileMeWilliamsjumpedoffbedrealisingits



latethenshegotherphonecheckingthetimebut

Mandla'smessagecaughthereye

MANDLA:morningma,takeadayofftoday

Shesmiledandsighedinreliefthenstoodupgoing

toGrace'sroom

MSWILLIAMS:Grace,Grace

Sheopenedherroombutshewasn'ttheresoshe

turnedtothekitchencheckingbutshewasnowhere

tobefoundsoshegotworriedandtookherphone

callingher

GRACE:(closedthetaxidoor)ma

MSWILLIAMS:areyoufine?



GRACE:yesma,umfinedon'tworry

MSWILLIAMS:okmybaby,bye

Shehungupandlookedatthemessageinher

phonesuspicious.

MeanwhileatThemba'splace

Heclosedthetapandputhistoothbrushawaythen

walkedbacktothebedroomdialinghim

MANDLA:yes

THEMBA:heyman,areyouatwork,wanttopassby?



MANDLA:nonottoday,umhavingsomemetime,

whatdoyouwant?

THEMBA:Ihopeit'snottooearlytoaskbutIneed

moremoneysowhenarewemakingdeliveries

MANDLA:eish,itsabittightnowbecausewearen't

supplyingThailandanymoresoweareonlyleftwith

theIndians

THEMBA:ohhyeahofcourse,Isawthenewsand

umguessinghewon'tbeabletorunthebusiness

anymore

MANDLA:yeah(therewasaknockatthedoorsohe

lookedatthedoor)

MANDLA:Ihavetogo,talklater



THEMBA:okaybye

MANDLA:byeman

Heputthephoneawayandgottheremoteopening

thedoorknowinghisexpectedvisitorishisoneand

onlydreamgirl.Thedoorslidopenthenshewalked

inashegotoutofbedshirtlesswalkingtothe

lounge

GRACE:(loud)hello

ShelookedaroundthenMandlaappearedfromthe

passageandtheireyeslocked...........

Meanwhileatprison

DudusatonthechairswaitingforMiaasshe



curiouslywalkedalongthepassagebutherlitup

whenshereachedthevisitorsarea.Shesurewas

gettingalotofunexpectedvisitorsrecently

MIA:(smiling)hey,longtime

DUDU:(down)umsorryforgoingmiaonyouI.....

MIA:(sadly)itsokay

DUDU:noit'snot,Ileftyouwhenyouneededme

mostandumreallysorryitsjustthatIlostpatience

whenyoumadeexcusesrefusingtocometochurch

withmesoIgaveuponyoubecauseIfeltyoudidn't

wanttogethelp

MIA:Iunderstandthatyouweretoobusywithyour

lifesoitsfinereally



DUDU:pleasedon'tsaythat(scannedherface)and

youarecompletelyhealed,howdidyoudoit?

MIA:(sighed)itsalongstory,whatbringsyouhere

DUDU:(sadly)Imissedyou

MIA:(lookedatherwithastraightface)ohhreally?

DUDU:yes,pleaseforgiveme

MIA:(smiling)Iforgiveyou,wasjusttryingtobe

difficultbutItotallyunderstandwhereyouwere

comingfrom,Ihonestlywasn'ttheeasiestpersonto

dealwith,(laughed)I'drunawayfrommetoo

Theylaughedalittleandwentoncatchingup



DUDU:ohhgreat!Sowhenareyouleavingthisplace?

MIA:(smiling)intwomonthstime

DUDU:ohhthat'sbetter,notfaratall

MIA:yeah..

Theywentonchattingbeforevisitingtimeelapsed

andpartedways....

ATKG'SHOUSE

Asoftknockatthedoorgothisattentionthenhe

stoodupandwenttoopenupandtheireyesmet.Sk

lookeddownathimandswallowedhardseeinghow

muchhehadlostweight,ithadreallybeenalong

andtoughtimeforKGbutatleastnowthingsthe



futurewaspromisingplushemanagedtoclearall

hisdebts

SK:hey

KG:heyman

TheybumpedshouldersthenKGmovedtotheside

makingwayforhimtopass.Hewalkedinandsadly

lookedaroundtheemptyhouseandsighed,hewas

nowmorethandeterminedtohelpKGgethis

businessbackatallcosts,alltheyneedisa

perfectlyorchestratedplantotakehimdown

SK:(lookedathim)itsgoodtoseeyouagainman

KG:samehereman



SK:let'sgettobusiness

KG:ohhyeah,thisway

Heledthewayandtheydisappearedonthepassage

headingtowardsthesecretroom........
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TheireyeslockedandMandla'sheartbeatraisedas



Grace'seyesfellonhisfineflawlessupperbody,she

lookedathisabbsandswallowedhardthenlooked

upathiscutefaceshyly.

MANDLA:(openedhisarms)heycomehere

Shesmiledandwalkedcloserdisappearingintohis

strongarmsasMandlahuggedhertightandmoved

hishandupherheadcaressingherlongsofthair

thenshelookedupathisfaceandtheireyeslocked.

Theygotlostineachother'seyesforalittlewhile

thenMandlaclosedhiseyesandleanedinforasoft

kissplantinghisjuicyredlipsonhersandshekissed

himback,hemovedhishanduptoherchinand

gentlytoucheditwithhisfingerstipsastheirheads

tilted.Gracebreathedheavilyenjoyingeverymoment

ofthekissthenmovedherleftlegupandwrapped

herhandsaroundhisneckgoingdeepintothekiss.

Hismachinejerkedupharderandpressedagainst

hercookiesendingbutterfliesinherstomachasher

preciouskittenwelledup.Shefeltherclitthrobbing



andclosedhereyestightenjoyingeverytouchas

sheslippedintoadifferentworld.Mandlasucked

herlipsinpleasureandmovedhishandstoherbutt

liftingherupandmovedtothecouchgentlylaying

herdownlookingintohereyesassheworethe

hornylook

MANDLA:(inhismind)damn!

Heremovedhertopandthrewitonthefloorplanting

softkissesonhertummygoinguptoherpointy

boobsandsuckedthemasshemoanedsoftly

GRACE:(moaning)uhhh....

Hegrabbedthemtightersuckingthembutsomeone

knockedatthedoorinterruptingthem..

MANDLA:shit!



GRACE:(gotupgettinghertop)

MANDLA:letmegetthat,areyoufine

GRACE:(nodded)yes

MANDLA:(kissedherforehead)okay

Hehurriedtothebedroomandchangedintoa

simplet-shirtsandblackpantsthenwalkedoutto

thedooropeningup.Shesteppedinandlookedat

themastheyfrozeoutofwordstosay........

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

hesteppedoutofhiscarandopenedthe

passenger'ssidecarryingmanyshoppingbagsand



walkedinsidehishousewhereheturnedtothe

kitchenputtingeverythingonthekitchencounter.He

wentoneachofthemcheckingthengrabbedthe

othertwoshootingstraighttohisbedroomwherehe

putthemonhisnicelymadebedthensatdown

beforehethoughtfullysearchedhispocketstaking

outhisphone.

Hetookitandbrowsedthroughthecontactsand

selectedhernumberdialing

VOICE:hello

THEMBA:hey

HER:umm...whoisthis

THEMBA:(smiling)thematchsticksguy,Themba

HER:(smiled)ohhhey,howareyou?



THEMBA:verygood,Ididn'tgetyournamethelast

time

HER:(smiling)pretty,mynameisPretty

THEMBA:(smiling)ohhwow!Suitsyouverywell

HER:(blushing)mhm

THEMBA:Iwouldliketoseeyouagain

HER:youcanpassbythetuckshoptodaysinceyou

don'tstayfarfromit

THEMBA:(laughing)soyouknowwhereIstay?



HER:(laughing)well,,,yeah,Iknowyoustayinthat

nicesmallroom

THEMBA:(smiling)nice??

HER:(laughing)itsnotbad

THEMBA:yeahright!

PRETTY:(laughing)haha

THEMBA:sowhencanIseeyou?Doyoumind

comingovertothesmallniceoneroomsometimes

later?

PRETTY:(happily)notatall

THEMBA:great!WentouttodosomethingsoIwill



tellyouwhenumhome.

PRETTY:okay

THEMBA:byeprettylittlethingandseeyousoon

PRETTY:(blushing)bye

Hehungupassheputthephonedownsmiling,she

thoughtfullypickeditupandtextedherfriend

wearinganinfectioussmile

Typing.............

PRETTY:heyfriend,guesswhat?

FRIEND:what?



PRETTY:(laughingmojo)justguess

FRIEND:umlostfriend,sayitalready

PRETTY:rememberthecuteguywhousedtopass

bythetuckshopbuying?

FRIEND:yes,orileng?(Yeswhatsup)

PRETTY:(excited)hewantstoseemeandaskedme

topassbyhishouselater

FRIEND:(bored)what?

PRETTY:yesfriend,Ican'twaittoseehim,umso

excited



FRIEND:areyouseriousrightnow?

PRETTY:yesgirl

FRIEND:thatguylivesinasmalloneroomandhe

lookssobroke,Ican'tbelieveyouareactually

consideringmeetingupwithhimletalonegoingto

theuglysmallroom

PRETTY:(sademoji)Ilikehimstill

FRIEND:iyoh!!Ican'tbelieveyouaresodesperate

forlovethatyou'devenconsidergivingyour

secondaryvirginitytosomebrokeguy..yesheis

cutebutlookswontpaythebillsPretty,thinklikea

womanandgrowup.

PRETTY:whosaidIwillhavesexwithhim?Umjust

goingtoseehimandchatthatsall



FRIEND:tellthattosomeonewhowillbelieveyou,

weallknowyoucan'tsaynotoman,especiallythis

cuteones.Tsamayammaoyegoijesamoshianyana

waoneroom.

PRETTY:(sadly)IthinkImadeamistaketellingyou

this,thoughtyouwouldbehappyforme,turnsoutI

waswrong

FRIEND:iyohmmaweebye

PRETTY:bye

Sheclosedthemessagestabandsadlyputher

phonedown.Whatherfriendsaidgottoherbutshe

stillcouldn'thelpthinkingaboutthecutepoorguy

andsowantedtoseehimagain.Butthefactthathe

mightactuallywanttohaveabiteofherkitten

botheredherandlefthercaughtbetweenturning



himdownandagreeingtomeetup.Shewasfroma

toxicrelationshipwithanunemployedguywhom

shehadstuckwithduringhardtimes,shesupported

himfinanciallyandliterallydideverythingforhim

withthelittlemoneyshemadeinthetuckshopbut

thingswentsouthafterhegotajob,hestarted

cheatingonherandabusedherbothemotionally

andphysicallyuntilshegaveupandletgofive

monthsback.

WhatifIammakingthesamemistakeagain,maybe

sheisright."shethought"

CUSTOMER:hello,mayIhavemilk?

Sheignoredherstillinatrainofthoughts

CUSTOMER:(louder)hello!

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedather



PRETTY:huh?

CUSTOMER:mayIhavemilk

PRETTY:ohhitsP10.00

CUSTOMER:(handingthemoney)okay

Prettytookthemoneyandhandedherthemilkand

satdownsighing....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

MSWILLIAMS:(calm)justasIthought

GRACE:(keptquietlookingdown)



MANDLA:ummma,itsnotwhatyouthink

MSWILLIAMS:(satdowncalm)Grace

GRACE:ma

MSWILLIAMS:whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

GRACE:(tonguetied)i..I..

MSWILLIAMS:catgotyourtonguenow?

SheturnedandlookedatMandlawitha.seriousface

MSWILLIAMS:Isawhowyoulookedatmydaughter

theveryfirsttimeshecamehereandIthoughtits



justacrushhencewilldisappearbutnoIguessit

neverdidbecauseyourex-wifenoticedhowyou

couldn'tholdyourselfinfrontofherthenfeltthe

needtoeliminatemydaughter(teardroppedand

sherubbeditoff)yes,Iknowshesentherto

Thailandjustsoshecangetyourattentionand

makeyouforgether..(lookedatGrace)youtoldme

allthatyouwentthroughinThailandandIfeltyour

painsoIhopethisisworthit

BOTH:(keptquiet)youarebothadultsandincharge

ofyourlives(lookedatGrace)Ican'tchoosemenfor

yousoyouarefreetodatewhoeveraslongasyou

areresponsible(lookedatMandla)Ihopeyoudon't

treatherlikeyoutreatedyourex-wife

BOTH:keptquite

MSWILLIAMS:Ihopeitsallworthit



Sheturnedandwalkedoutleavingtheminawethen

Mandlaclearedhisthroat

MANDLA:ummcoffee??

GRACE:yeahsure

HeturnedandwalkedtothekitchenasGraceslowly

satdownthinkingabouthermother'slong

speech....TWOMONTHSLATER
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Shesteppedoutandwalkedoutsideastheblistering

sunstruckhereyesthenshemovedherhandup

coveringherfaceasMsWilliamscamerunningto

herwithherarmswideopen

MSWILLIAMS:finally

MIA:(smiling)atlonglast

Theybothpulledfromthehugandlookedintoeach

other'seyesasMsWilliam'stravelledtowonderland

MSWILLIAMS:Ithoughtyou'dhavesomeone

pickingyouupapartfromme

MIA:(lookeddownsadly)



MSWILLIAMS:familymaybe?

Mia'seyeswelledupandshelookeduplettinglose

ofthetearsthentheystreameddownherface

MIA:Ihavenoone

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)Idon'tunderstand

MIA:(sniffing)Idon'thaveafamily

MSWILLIAMS:cousins?

MialookeddownsadlyandnoddedherheadasMs

William'sfeltsorryforherandhuggedher



MSWILLIAMS:aww,umsosorrydear.Letschange

thetopicsinceitsmakingyoufeeluncomfortable

andruiningthemoment

MIA:(sadly)butIdon'tmindtalkingaboutit,

especiallywithyouitsjustawrongtiming

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)okdearsomeothertime.

TheysmiledlookingateachotherasDudu

approachedthembreathingheavily

MIA:(facelitup)aww

Duduopenedherarmshuggingherandkissedher

forehead

DUDU:welcomebackfriend



MIA:right!

DUDU:(turnedtoMsWilliam'sleaningfora

handshake)ohhhima,mynameisDudu,Mia's

friend

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)nicetomeetyoudear

DudulookedatMsWilliamsthenbackatMiaand

smiledseeingtheresemblance

DUDU:isitjustmeoryoubothlooksomuchalike?

MIA:(laughing)stopbeingsilly

Theyalllaugheditoffandgotinsidethecableaving



ATPRETTY'STUCKSHOP

Shewentthroughherphoneandsighedboredthen

textedherfriend

PRETTY:heyfriend

FRIEND:umwithmyboyfriend,willtalktomorrow

Shesighedandputthephonedownasshebegan

regrettingherdecisions.Shecouldn'tstop

wonderinghowthingswouldhaveturnedouthad

sheagreedtomeetupwithhim,ithadbeenalong

timesinceshesawhimasheneverpassedbysince

shewentawolonhim.

PRETTY:(inhermind)texthim,texthim



Typing.....

PRETTY:heythere

Shewaitedforafewminutesbuttherewasno

response,herheartbeatraisedastearsformedat

thecornersofhereyesthensheputthephonedown

buttherewasabeepingsoundashismessage

reported.Herheartskippedlookingatthescreen

thenshesmiledreading

THEMBA:heyprettylittlething,longtime,stilldont

wanttopassbymysmalloneroom?IpromiseI

won'tbite

PRETTY:whencanIcome?

THEMBA:today?



PRETTY:okay,now?

THEMBA:notnow,imnothomenowsowilltellyou

whenIgetback

PRETTY:okay

THEMBA:(kissemoji)

Shereadthemessagesmilingendlesslyand

touchedherchestexcitedthenshebrowsedthrough

herphonewiththeintentionoftextingherfriendbut

thoughtfullyputitawayandclosedthetuckshop

hurryingtoherhomejustbytheroad.Innotimeshe

washomeandshotstraighttothebathroomtaking

aquickbathandthendolledherselfup.

MeanwhileatMandla'shousehelookedathiswrist

watchestimatingthensteppedoutofthehousein



hiswhitenikeshoes,guessblackjeansandwhite

guccit-shirt.Helookedsomuchhandsomeandhad

putonsomeweightsohisoldhunkselfwasback.

Hisfacelookedverycleanandflawlessjustasthe

oldtimes.Innotimeheopenedthecardoorand

hoppedinhispuresparklingwhiteAMGand

reversedoutthenturnedsteppingontheaccelerator

speedingoff

ONEHOURLATER

Heparkedinfrontoftheoldsmalloneroomand

steppedoutofthecarunlockingthehousegetting

insidedialingher

PRETTY:(softly)hey

THEMBA:umwaitingforyou



PRETTY:okayumcominggivemetenminutes

THEMBA:alright

Hehungupandmovedaroundthemessyroomas

memoriesofthetoughtimesfilledhismind.Those

fewmonthswerethehardesttimeofhislifeandthe

experiencemovedsomethinginhim.Henowmore

thaneverlongsforstability,havingastableflowof

incomeandstandingonhisown,stablefamily.He

cametorealizehowsplashingmoneyongirlsand

sleepingaroundwasn'tthetrendanymore,its

somethinghedoesn'tvalueorthinkaboutatthis

pointingtime.Gettingaloyalandgenuinewoman

wasallhewantedandwishedforsoPrettypassed

thetestbecauseshestillwantedhimknowingthat

hehasnothingtohisname.

MeanwhileoutsidePrettyslowlywalkedover

confusedbythefancycarinfrontofthesmallroom.



PRETTY:(inhermind)maybehehasvisitor's

Sheknewthecarisnothisandwouldnowaysbe

hisbecausehesurelookedlikeastrugglingperson

plushewouldn'taffordthatcarlivinginsuchasmall

housesoshepasseditandknockedsoftly

Meanwhileinsidehesnappedoutofthetrainof

thoughtsandclearedhisthroatlookingatthedoor

withhishandsinhispocketslookingallfine

THEMBA:comein

Sheopenedthedoorandsteppedinsideashereyes

fellontheunbelievablycleanevenmorecute

familiarguy

PRETTY:(unsure)Themba?



THEMBA:(keptquietlookingatherconfusedface)

Shelookedathimfromhiscleanexpensive

sneakersandwentuphisbodyadmiringhisoutfit

thenhereyeslandedonhisshavedchinand

flawlessface.Itfeltlikeshewasseeingatotally

differentpersonashelookedthecompleteopposite

ofwhatshesawthelasttime.Sheranoutofwords

lookingathimthenlostconfidenceinherself

becauseshehasbeenthinkinghewasjustanormal

lowlifeguybutnowshejustcametoashocking

realisationthatjustopenedhereyesandshesure

knewshedoesn'tstandachancewithhim

THEMBA:(softly)hey

Hewalkedcloserandgrabbedherwaisthuggingher

perplexedself.Hiscolognehadfilledtheroombut

nowthathepulledhercloserholdinghershegot



intoxicated.

THEMBA:(pulledback)youlookbeautiful

Shelookeddownatherfeetinflipflopswithduston

herfeet,herjeanslookedalittleoldandsherealized

allthatnowasshestoodnexttohim

PRETTY:(embarrassed)thankyou

THEMBA:(smiling)wellIhopeyoudon'tmindgoing

outwithmebecauseIoweyou,remember?

PRETTY:(lost)oweme?

THEMBA:yes,rememberthatdaywhenIwentto

buymatchsticksandwasshortofextramoney?



PRETTY:(remembered)yes

THEMBA:yes,youhelpedmeandIpromisedto

returnthefavoroneday,pleasegivemeachanceto

dothat

PRETTY:(smiled)okay

THEMBA:(softly)soWilyoucomewithme?

PRETTY:where?

THEMBA:Gabs?

PRETTY:(excited)yes,

THEMBA:thankyou,nowletsgo



HeheldherhandasTheywalkedoutofthesmall

uglyroomthenhelockedupandwalkedtothe

passengersidestillholdingherhandwherehe

openedupforherthensheuncomfortablystepped

inthecleannicesmellingcarasThembawenttothe

driver'ssideandhoppedinreversingthecar.He

turnedandsteppedontheacceleratorbeforeturning

theradioonplayingsoftmusicashedrovewithone

handholdinghersmallhandwiththeotherstealing

quickglancesatherprettyface,shesmiledshyly

andlookeddownasthecarspedoff..........
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Hedrovetowardstheparkingasshelookedaround

admiringhowtheladiespassingbyweresmartly

dressedthenshesadlylookeddownatherdusty

feetandalmostoldclothes,shecouldn'tbelievehow

confidentshefeltbackhomewhenshegotdressed,

sheactuallythoughtthiswasherdresstokilloutfit

butnowafterseeingThembaandeveryonearound

themallshefeltsolittleandsomehowjustwanted

tojuststayinthecarandsaveherselffromthe

embarrassment.

WhilelostinherdeepthoughtsThembaparkedthe

carandopenedupwalkingtohersideopeningup

forher

THEMBA:shallwe?

Shequicklysnappedoutofitandlookedathim

embarrassed



PRETTY:huh?

THEMBA:(smiling)letsgo

PRETTY:I..Ican't

THEMBA:what?Why?

PRETTY:(lookeddown)Ican'twalkbesidesyou

lookinglikethis,Idon'twanttoembarrassyou

hesadlylookedatherandkeptquiet

PRETTY:go,Iwillwaithere

THEMBA:no,Iamnotleavingwithoutyou.Don't



spoilthesurpriseplease

PRETTY:'surprise?

THEMBA:yes,letsgo

PRETTY:(reluctantly)okay

THEMBA:(smiling)thankyou

Shesteppedoutandheclosedthedoorthenheld

herhand,shelookeddownontheirhandsand

smiledassuredthathereallydoesn'tmindbeing

seenwithher.

Innotimetheysteppedinsidethesalonandhe

spoketothehairdresserwhilePrettystoodthere

quietlyandclueless



HAIRDRESSER:(smiling)comedear

Shedirectedhertothechairthenshesatdownas

theladyputatoweloverhershoulders.Shecouldn't

believeheactuallybroughthertoasalontodoher

hair

PRETTY:(inhermind)wow!

Shehadneverbeentoahairsalonbeforebecause

shealwaysdidherhairathomeasshecouldn't

affordit

THEMBA:(leanedover)Iamcomingokay

PRETTY:okay

Heturnedwalkingoutasthehairdresserstarted



workingonpretty'shair.......

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

Theyarrivedatherplaceandsteppedoutofthetaxi

whileMsWilliamsremainedinside

MSWILLIAMS:(toDudu)pleasetakegoodcareof

her.(toMia)I'llcomeseeyoutomorrow

MianoddedwhileDudusmiledresponding

DUDU:Iwillma

Theysmiledandwavedasthetaxitookoffthenthey

openedthegategettinginsidetheyard..

Fewminuteslatertheyarrivedatthedoor,



surprisinglyitwasn'tlockedandthatcouldonly

meanDudu'shusbandwasbackhomeearlysoshe

openedupastheysteppedinside

DUDU:heybabe,yourbackhomeearlytoday

Heturnedandlookedbackatthemthenhismouth

droppedlookingatMia

HIM:(inhismind)damn!

Hecouldn'tbelievehowcleanandflawlessherface

lookedandthefactthatshewaslightskinnedmade

herlookevenmoreprettier,juicypinkishlipsshehad

wereagiveawayashestoodtherestaringatthe

beautypresentedbeforehim

DUDU:(louder)babe!



Hesnappedoutofhisfantasyworldandlooked

backathiswifeclearinghisthroat

HIM:ohhumyes,Ididn'thavemuchtodo

DUDU:(unawareofwhatjusthappened)okaybabe,

rememberMiamyfriend,TheoneItoldyouabout

theotherday?

HIM:yeah

DUDU:yes,thisisMia,shewillbestayingwithusfor

alittlewhileuntilsheisbackonherfeet

HIM:(smiling)ohhokay,noproblemmylove.(To

mia)youarewelcomedear

MIA:(smiling)thankyou



DUDU:great!Letmeshowyouyourroom

Sheheldherhandbeforetheyturnedtotheguest

room.

DUDU:here

Shewalkedinsideasthememoriesofthedayshe

hadThembadruggedcameflashing,howshe

changedpositionstakingthosepictureslefther

feelingembarrassed

MIA:(sighed)thankyoufriend

DUDU:don'tmentionithle,itstheleastIcando

MIA:alright,canItakeanap?



DUDU:sure,I'llgomakeussomethingtoeat

MIA:alright

DuduwalkedoutasMiasatdownonthebed

heavingahugesigh.....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

sheknockedandheopenedupthenshewalkedin

takingoffherheels

MANDLA:longday?

GRACE:yes,Ididn'tknowgettinganewjobwouldbe

likeapunishment



MANDLA:(laughing)ohcomeon,butyoulook

beautiful

GRACE:yeahright,umsohungry

MANDLA:unfortunatelymyhousehelperisonleave

soIdidn'tcook,havepizza

GRACE:(laughing)umsuremymomwastiredof

seeingmesoshemadethatexcuse

Theybrieflylaughedasshestoodupgoingtothe

kitchenwhereshegrabbedaboxofpizzatakingout

twoslicesandwarmedthemupbeforewalkingout

tothelounge.Shesatdownandputtheplateand

juiceglassonthetablethenstartedeating

MANDLA:(smiling)youhavereallygainedabitof

weight



GRACE:(mouthful)areyoucallingmefat?

MANDLA:(laughing)what?nobabe

GRACE:(rolledhereyes)whatever

ShewentoneatingthenrememberedRati'sadvice

GRACE:ohhcanyoudomeafavor?

MANDLA:favor?

GRACE:yes

MANDLA:whatisit?



GRACE:justpromiseyouwilldoitfirst

MANDLA:I'llthinkaboutit

GRACE:okay,umwillyoucometochurchwithme

tomorrow?

Hechokedonhissalivaandcoughed

MANDLA:huh?

GRACE:areyoufine?

MANDLA:(uncomfortable)yesI,umfine

GRACE:okay,willyou?



MANDLA:(uncomfortable)'iwillthinkaboutit

Sheexcitedlyfellintohisarmshugginghim

GRACE:thankyou,Thankyou

Shepulledoutofthehugandcontinuedmunching

onherfoodashismindshiftedintoanotherworld....

ATTHESALON

Hewalkedbackincarryingplasticsandputthem

beforeher

THEMBA:reckonedyoumightbehungrybutIwas

notsurewhattogetyou

Shemovedhereyesontheplasticsandcuriously



pickedthemuggandbeanone,itwasanameshe's

neverheardbeforesoshewantedtotryitout,not

thatshekneworhadtheotherbrandsbeforebut

atleasttheirnameswerefamiliarsoshedecidedto

goforabrandshehasneverheardofbefore

PRETTY:I'llhavethis,thankyou

THEMBA:alright

Helookedatheralmostdonebeautifulnewhairstyle

THEMBA:(tothehairdresser)Ihopeyouarenot

hurtingmywife

Shebrieflylaughedandresponded

HAIRDRESSER:noitsnotpainfulandsheisnot



complainingeither

Helaughedandsteppedoutsidelookingathis

phone,meanwhileinsideeveryonewhisperedand

smiledwithenvy..

LADY1:hehmma,youaresoblessed,wheredoyou

guysfindthesecaringandlovinghunks?

LADY2:andhelookslikealoyalguymma,theway

helooksatyoushowsjusthowmuchhelovesyou.I

envyyou

PRETTY:(smiled)heisnotmyboyfriendguys

Theyalllaughedathernotbuyingwhatshejustsaid

LADY1:stoplyinggirl,weallcanseethatloveisin



theairhere

LADY:heh,heiscoming

HAIRDRESSER:wearedonedear

Hewalkedinasthehairdresserpulledthetoweloff

hershoulderssmilingthenhewalkedoversmiling

endlessly,prettylookedevenmorebeautifulwiththe

newhairstyleandhersoftclearskinmadeitlook

evenmoreperfect.

THEMBA:howmuchisit?

HAIRDRESSER:P450.00

THEMBA:okay



Hetookouthiswalletandcountedthenotesbefore

givingher

THEMBA:here

HAIRDRESSER:thankyou

Hegottheplasticsandheldherhandwalkingoutas

theladieslookedatthemadmiring.

Fewminuteslatertheygottohiscarwhereheput

theplasticsinsideandclosedthedoorsthenturned

lookingatherprettyinnocentface

THEMBA:(softly)youlookbeautiful

PRETTY:(shyly)thankyou

THEMBA:great!Nowletsgodoonelastthing



PRETTY:(curious)what?

THEMBA:(smiling)itsasurprise

Heheldherhandastheyturnedwalkingforafew

minutesbeforesteppingintofoschiniwheresome

petiteyoungladywalkedoversmiling

LADY:hey,youarehere

THEMBA:yes,thisismygirlfriend,pleaseassisther,

umtiredsowillseatoverthere

LADY:(topretty)hellodearmynameisLudo

PRETTY:(softly)nicetomeetyoumynameisPretty



LADY:(smiling)ohhwowandyoulookverypretty

PRETTY:(shyly)thankyou

LADY:okay,letsgetyousomemoreprettyclothes

now

Theyturnedwalkingaroundtheshoppickingmany

clothesasshekeptontryingtheminthefitting

room,meanwhileThembasatdownpressinghis

phone..

LADY:ohhwow,youlooksobeautifulinthat

PRETTY:(smiling)really?

LADY:yes



PRETTY:butitsveryexpensive

LADY:dontworryabouttheprices,umsurehewill

pay

PRETTY:(smiling)okay

Shewentonandonfittingallhernewclothesthen

afterwhatseemedlikeforevertheyputthemallina

shoppingbasketthenThembastoodupwalkingto

thecounterwherehepaidupforalltheclothesand

gottheshoppingasbagswalkedout............
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ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

GRACE:(lookedatherwristwatch)IthinkIshould

getgoingitslate

MANDLA:yeahofcourse

Sheputonhershoesandheldherwaistlookingat

him

MANDLA:what?

GRACE:letsgo,yourdrivershaveknockedoffunless

youwantmetocatchataxi



HebenttowardstheglasstableandpickedtheAMG

keysthrowingtheminherhands

GRACE:(catchingthem)oops!

MANDLA:I'mnotfeelingwell,driveyourself

GRACE:(eyeswide)what?

MANDLA:(lookedathersmiling)

GRACE:Ihaven'tbeenbehindthewheelinalong

timeIcan'tdrive

MANDLA:pleasebabe

GRACE:(rolledhereyes)okay



MANDLA:thankyou

Hestoodupandbabykissedherthenshelookedat

thekeysandreluctantlywalkedoutwithhimholding

herwaist

Fewminuteslatertheysteppedintheparkinglot

thensheunlockeditandhoppedinsidestartingthe

carasMandlalookedather

MANDLA:(wavedsmiling)bye

Shesmiledathimthenslowlydroveofflookingall

sexyintheAMG.....

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE



Heparkedinfrontofthegatethengrabbedthe

remoteopeningupasthegateslidopenthenhe

droveinsideandparkedinfrontofthegarage.Pretty

lookedaroundcompletelytaken,shestillcouldn't

understandhowallthiswaspossible.Howonearth

didthisguymovefromaoneroomedhousetosuch

a.beautifulmansion,letalonehavingsuchanice

expensivecar.Hesureisveryrichtobelivingsucha

fancylifestyle"shethought"

THEMBA:heyletsgo

Hehoppedoutandwenttohersideopeningupfor

herthensheshylysteppedoutlookingaroundthe

beautifullydecoratedmansion

THEMBA:(smiling)welcometomyhome

PRETTY:(lookedathimspeechless)



THEMBA:ohhletmegettheshoppingbags

PRETTY:I'llhelpyou

Theytookthebagsbeforeheclosedthedoorand

ledthewaytothedoorwhereheopenedupand

steppedinsideasshefollowedhim

PRETTY:(smiledputtingthebagsdown)wow!Your

houseisbeautiful

THEMBA:thankyou

PRETTY:(turnedtohim)Ishouldgobackhome,its

gettinglate

THEMBA:(lookedathiswristwatch)itsalreadylate,

pleasesleepover



Shelookedathisbeggingeyesnotsurewhetherto

agreeornotbutsheknewthisguywouldn'tlether

leavejustlikethatifshewastospendthenight,he

surewouldwanttogetabiteofhercookieandthat

wasn'tsomethingshewaswillingtoputherself

through.Besidesthisguywaswayaboveherleague

sothereisnowayshewouldkeephimletalonebe

hisgirlfriendbecausehewadjusttoocuteand

perfectforher

PRETTY:Ican't

THEMBA:(sadly)please,IpromiseIwon'tgiveyou

anyproblems,youwillsleepintheguestroom,

please

Shelookedinhissadeyesandherheartsoftnedup

PRETTY:okay



THEMBA:(excited)thankyou,'thankyou

Hepulledherinhisarmshuggingherexcitedthen

shegentlypulledbackastheircheekstouched

beforetheireyeslocked,helookedinhermarble

eyesinadmirationassheswallowedhardlookingat

thehunkbeforeher,hesurehadjuicyredlipsand

thesleepylookhehadonsenthermilesaway.Their

facesmovedcloserastheirnosestouchedthenthey

bothclosedtheireyesandtheirlipstouchedastheir

headstilted,hesuckedherjuicypinkishlipsgently

andsheclosedherlegstightfeelingthewarmjuices

drippinginherundiesthenshequicklypulledback

THEMBA:(touchedhislips)ohhumsorry

PRETTY:(lookeddown)

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)umm...Ithinkyoushouldgo



takeabaththenwewatchamoviemaybe?

PRETTY:okay

THEMBA:alright,letmeshowyoutothebathrooms

Heledthewayasshequietlyfollowedhim

THEMBA:alright,letmeleaveyoutoit

PRETTY:(shyly)okay

Hewalkedoutashelookedaroundtheclean

spaciousbathroom,hereyesfellonthecleanpure

whitetowelsthenshegrabbedandputitoverher

nosesmellingthesweetscentonthem

PRETTY:(eyesclosed)mmmhhhmm



Sheputitbackandstartedgettingundressedbefore

shesteppedintheshowerwhereshelookedaround

notsurewhattopress.Herfingerlandedontheblue

buttonandshegaspedforairasthecoldwater

splashedonherback

PRETTY:(gasping)huuuuushh

Shewentontryingeverythingandfamiliarised

herselfwitheverythingthenstartedbathingand

whenshewasdoneshegrabbedthewhitegownand

dressedupslippinghersoftfeetinthewhite

sleepersbeforemakingherwaybacktotheliving

room.

PRETTY:I'mdone

Thembaturnedandlookedatherlookingallclean

andprettythenhesmiledcutely



THEMBA:okay,letmegobathaswell

PRETTY:alright

Hegotupshootingstraighttothemasterbedroom

wherehestartinggettingundressedandsteppedin

theshowerandtookaquickonethenmadehisway

tothelivingroominhiswhitegownwherehesat

nexttoherselectingamoviethentheyquietly

watchedassheputherheadonhischest

concentratingonthescreen....

ATMSWILLIAMS

shedrovetowardstheirhouseandparkedthen

steppedoutandopenedupgettinginsidethenher

eyesfellonthepastor



GRACE:goodevening

MSWILLIAMS:heybaby,pastorisheretoseeyou

GRACE:(surprised)ohh

MSWILLIAMS:yesbaby,itsabouttheWednesday

prayersessions

GRACE:(remembered)ohhthat,um.sorryIforgot

aboutthem

PASTOR:(lookedatherconcerned)pleasetakeasit

GRACE:(smiling)okay

PASTOR:(serious)Idon'tthinkyourealizehow

seriousthisismydear,IcameherebecauseIhada



veryscaryvisionlastnight,youwereslowlybeing

coveredbyadarkblanketfromyourfeetuptoyour

waistanditlookedliketherewasjustonething

remainingthatholdsthekeystoyoursoul,oncethe

enemygetsthekeysyourwholebodywillbe

coveredbythedarkblanketandsavingyouwon't

comeeasy

GRACE:(confused)Idon'tunderstand

PASTOR:(softly)thisjustgoesontoaddontowhatI

saidthelasttime,thismeansthereisagreatevil

forcearoundyouandverysoonyouwillbefully

initiatedintothekingdomofdarknessifyoudont

standupforyourself

GRACE:(scared)whatshouldIdo?

PASTOR:gettheoldyouback,theGracewhowasa

prayerwarriorandclosetoGod,it'sliketheentire



Thailandissuechangedyouandnowfinding

yourselfishardbuttrustmeitsnot,justremember

theconvanentyoumadewithGodandcomebackto

him,rekindleyourrelationshipwiththeholyspirit

beforethingsgosouthmydear

GRACE:okaypastor,youareright,Ihavebeen

distantbutnowafterwhatyoujustsaidI.ammore

thandeterminedtoreclaimmyauthorityandfixmy

relationshipwithGod,Iwouldliketheholyspiritto

movewithmeagainbecauseIhavebeenfeelingso

emptyrecently

PASTOR:(smiled)thatsmydaughterinChrist,

pleasedothat

GRACE:thankyouPastor,whatyoujustsaidwasa

indeedaneyeopener,Irealizedmymistakesnow..

PASTOR:youarewelcome,nowletspraysothatI



canleave,itsalreadylate

Theyheldhandsandbowedtheirheadspraying

beforeheleft....

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

shegotinherroomtakingtheplateasMiaremained

intheblanketsfeelingwarm

DUDU:Ihopeyouenjoyedthem

MIA:'(smiled)theywereverydelicious,thankyou

DUDU:(smiling)okay,letmegogetsomethingfrom

myneighborbeforeshegoestosleep

MIA:alrightbabes



Sheclosedthedoorwalkingoutandputtheplatein

thezinkthenpassedherhusbandwhowaswatching

Televisioninthelivingroom

DUDU:umgoingtogetthemoneyfromResabefore

sheleavesbabe,willbebackinafew

HIM:okbabe

Sheshottothedoorwalkingoutthenhetiptoedto

thedoormakingsuresheleftthemhesmiledand

walkedtotheguestroomandsoftlyknocked

MIA:'comein

Heopenedupandsteppedinsideasshelooked

backathimsurprised



HIM:(softly)hey

MIA:(smiling)hi

Heslowlywalkedovertoherbedandsatattheedge

lookinginhereyesthen.............
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Heslowlywalkedovertoherbedandsatattheedge

ofherbedthensheraisedhereyebrowslookingat

him

HIM:(smiling)heyyoulookbeautifuldoyouknow

that?

MIA:Iknowbutthanks

Hemovedclosertohersideandlookedather

pinkishlipsthensmilednaughty

HIM:(smiling)sohowdoyouintendoncontributing

aroundhere?

MIA:(confused)huh?

HIM:theexpenses



MIA:wellI...I

HIM:(movedcloserandcaressedhercheek)well,

thatwouldn'tbeaproblemaslongasweunderstand

eachother

Sheslowlymovedbackthenhereleasedhishand

caressingherthigh

MIA:(softly)pleasestop

Hestoodupsmilingandmovedtothedoorholding

hiswaistthenwinkedatherbeforeleavingtheroom.

MeanwhileatthepassageDuduwalkedalong

holdingsomethinginherhandthentheybumped

intoeachother



HIM:whooaacareful

DUDU:(laughing)youalmosthitme

HIM:(smiling)didyoufindher?

DUDU:yes,letmecheckonMiabeforegoingtobed

HIM:okay

Heturnedwalkingawaythensheturnedgetting

insideMia'sroomwholookedshocked

DUDU:hey,areyoufine?

Stilllostinthoughts,atearfloweddownherfaceas

shetriedtomakesenseofwhatjusttranspired.



DUDU:(waving)hello!

Shesnappedoutofthetrainofthoughtsandrubbed

thetearsoffsniffing

MIA:ohhI..I'msorry

DUDU:(concerned)talktome,what'swrong?

MIA:(movedbackforcingasmile)I'mfinereally

DUDU:(staring)I.knowyou,pleasetalktome,whats

botheringyou?

Shelookedatheroncethenmovedhereyesdown

tryingtothinkofabetterwaytoexplainit



MIA:(slowly)your-....(SomeonecalledDudu)

HIM:(fromtheotherroom)babe,umwaiting

DUDU:(smiling)hubbyiswaiting,letstalktomorrow

okay

MIA:(forcedsmile)okay

Shestoodupandwalkedoutmakingwaytotheir

bedroomthenMiastoodupandwalkedtothedoor

switchingoffthelightsthengotbacktobedwhere

shelaiddowninthedarkwithtearsstreamingdown.

Shesowantedtotellherfriendaboutwhatjust

happenedbutwhatifshedoesn'tbelieveher,that's

whathurthermostplusshelookssohappy,

destroyinghermarriageisthelastthingshewants

todo,shewentonandonthinking,eventuallyher

eyebagsgotheavyasshedozedofftolalaland.....



THENEXTDAY

Sheslowlyopenedhereyesandgotherphone

lookingatthetimeanditwasalreadypasteight,at

leastitwasaSaturdayandshehadno

appointmentswhatsoeversoshewashavingafree

day.Shetookherphonetexting

Typing.......

GRACE:morningsleepyhead

MANDLA:heybabes,hopeyousleptwell

GRACE:hadagreatone,areyoufeelingbettertoday?

MANDLA:notreally



GRACE:(thoughtfully)Icanbookyouinforaoneon

onesessionwithmypastorsothathecanprayfor

youlater

MANDLA:noI'llbefine,don'tworry

GRACE:alright,sowhenshouldIbringthecarback?

MANDLA:noyoucankeepitbesidesIhardlyuseit

GRACE:(excited)what,areyouserious?

MANDLA:(smileyfaces)yeah

GRACE:(kisses)thankyou,Thankyoubabe

MANDLA:(heartsemojies)tellmeifthefuelruns

outoryoucanjustgetmyblackcardanduseitto



payforyourexpensessothatyoudon'thavetokeep

onaskingformoney

GRACE:(eyeswidened)blackcard???

MANDLA:(relaxed)yesbabe

GRACE:what,areyouseriousrightnow?

MANDLA:stopaskingquestionsandcomegetthe

damnthingbabe

GRACE:butIcan'tbabe,thatsalot

MANDLA:umnottakingnoforananswer

GRACE:(reluctant)butbabe,Iwon'tneedit



MANDLA:likeI.saidumnottakingnoforananswer,

youaremywomansoyoudeserveallthegood

things.Stopdenyingmethechancetotakecareof

youandspoilyou

GRACE:(speechless)wow

MANDLA:andpleasemakesureyoubookyourselfa

spatreatmenttodaybecauseyouhavebeen

complainingaboutbeingtiredandwork,gorelaxand

easyupbabe.Ohhandthengodoshoppingbecause

Ihateitwhenyouwearthesameclothesoverand

over,youareMrMatthewswomansoyoushould

lookthepart

GRACE:(laughingemojies)areyoutryingtocallmy

clothesuglyandold?

MANDLA:(smileyfaces)notatallbabes,imjust



sayinggetabitofdesignerclothesandhandbags

GRACE:(rollingeyes)whateverMrMatthews

MANDLA:(laughingemoticon)Iloveyoumore's

Williams

GRACE:(hearts)

Sheputthephonedownandshookherhead

amazed

GRACE:(inhermind)blackcard!!

Sheclappedonceandgotoutofbedmakingher

waytothelivingroomwhereshefoundMsWilliams

allupandreadytoleave



GRACE:(rubbinghereyes)Ithoughtyouarestillon

leave?

MSWILLIAMS:Istillam,umgoingouttocheckon

Mia

GRACE:ohh

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)yesbaby

Shegotherhandbagandhungitonhershoulders

thenleft,meanwhileGraceturnedthoughtfully

makingherwaytothebedroomwhereshebent

pullingthematressandpickedtheenvelope,shelet

goofthematressandtookouttheletterbreathing

heavily

GRACE:(thoughtfully)nonoGrace,youareinagood

mood,don'tspoilit



Shequicklyputtheletterbackintheenvelopeand

putitbackunderthemattressbeforemakingher

waytothebathroomforaquickshower...

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

shewokeupandlookedaroundthecleanclassy

roomadmiringitthenpulledthesheetsoffgetting

outofbed,shestretchedherarmsyawningthen

madeherwayoutasadeliciousaromafromthe

kitchenstruckhernosesoshelookedtotheside

thenhereyesfellonthehunkwithstrongarmsthat

lookedgoodinhiswhitevest,heheardherfoot

stepsandturnedlookingatherthenhereyes

widenedlookingathisyummyabbs.

PRETTY:(inhermind)damn!

Guywasjusttoohotandlookedwaytooyummy,



sheswallowedhardlookingathischestthenhe

gaveheramilliondollarsmilethatdroveherinsane

asitrevealedhisgleamingwhiteteethandallhis

cuteness.

THEMBA:(softly)heyyouareup

PRETTY:(smiling)morning

THEMBA:Ihopeyousleptwell

PRETTY:Idid

THEMBA:great!Imadebreakfast,notmuchofa

goodcookbutItried

PRETTY:(smiling)itsthethoughtthatcounts



THEMBA:okay,youcanquicklytakeashowerwhileI

finishuphere

PRETTY:okay

Sheturnedmakingherwaytothebathroomwhere

shetookashowerthenwentintothebedroomand

gotintoherbrandnewshortsrevealingallthegood

things,herbuttwasperfectlyshapedwithathin

waistandherabithairyandsoftlightthighsmade

herlookevenmoresexy.Sheswunghercurvesand

bootytothedoormakingherwaytothekitchenbut

hewasn'ttheresosheshottothelivingroom.

PRETTY:(smiling)umdone

Heturnedthrowinghiseyesatherandhisjaw

dropped



THEMBA:(loud)what?

Hescannedherfromtoptobottomadmiringher

prettyselfthenhelookedathersoftflawlessface

andthesmallpinkishlipsthatmadeherevenmore

cute.Hethoughtshewasjustbeautifulbutnowshe

lookedevenmorebeautifulandawholelotdifferent

PRETTY:what?

THEMBA:youlookbeautiful

PRETTY:(shyly)thankyou

Shewalkedoverandpulledthechairtakingaseat

PRETTY:youmadeallthis?



THEMBA:yes

PRETTY:wow,itlooksyummy

THEMBA:takeabite

Hetookaforkfromherplateandfedher

PRETTY:(mouthful)mhm...thisisdelicious

THEMBA:thankyou,Ihadtoimpress

Shebrieflylaughedthenstartedeatingashealso

munchedinhisfoodstealingglancesatherpretty

self...........

#
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PRETTY:(puttingtheplatesinthezink)Ishouldgo

backhome.

THEMBA:ohhcomeon

PRETTY:umlosingoutonbusiness,that'smy

sourceofincomesoIcan'tdisappearforthislong

THEMBA:(smiling)ohhwowumimpressed



PRETTY:what?

THEMBA:(smiling)nonothing

PRETTY:okay

THEMBA:youcangogetyourthingssowecan

leave

PRETTY:alright

Sheturnedwalkingoutswingingherbuttashe

lookedatheradmirably....

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

Therewasaknockatthedoorsoshestoodupand

madeherwaytothedooropeningup



DUDU:ohhhima

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)hellodear

DUDU:comein

Shemovedtothesidemakingwayforhertopass

assheslowlywalkedtothecouchtakingaseat

MSWILLIAMS:hellosir

HIM:hello(toDudu)letmegiveyousomespace

DUDU:okaybabe

Hestoodupandheadedtowardstheirbedroomas



theduostartedtalking

MSWILLIAMS:umheretocheckuponMia

DUDU:ohhofcourse,letmegocallherdownhere

MSWILLIAMS:alrightthanks

Shestoodupandshottoherroomandknocked

MIA:(lowvoice)comein

SheopenedupashereyeslandedonMia'spuffy

face

DUDU:(worried)areyoufinebabe?Youlooklike

you'vebeencrying



MIA:(fakedasmile)umfine

DUDU:(notconvinced)okay,theoldwomanishere

toseeyou

MIA:(facelitup)MsWilliams?

DUDU:ohhyes,MsWilliams.Ikeepforgettingher

name

MIA:okay,umcomingup

DUDU:alright

SheturnedheadingoutasMiafollowedherinher

newpajamasthatDuduboughttheotherday.

Fewminuteslatertheyarrivedinthelivingroom



thenMeWilliamsstoodupopeningupherarmsas

shefellbetweenthem,shehuggedhertightthen

gentlyrubbedherback

MSWILLIAMS:heybaby,howareyou?

MIA:(swallowedhard)I'mfine

MSWILLIAMS:great!I'mheretotakeyououtfor

shoppingbecauseumsureyouneedafewclothes

andotherthings

MIA:(emotional)thankyou

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)goandgetready

SheturnedwalkingawaythenMsWilliamssatdown

asDudustaredathertryingtomakesenseoftheir



bond.TheylookedwaytoocloseandthewayMia's

facelitupatthementionofhernamewasstillvery

weird.Shebrushedthoughtsoffandsatdown

clearingherthroat

DUDU:canIgetyousomethingtodrink?

MSWILLIAMS:noitsfine

Theywentonchattingaboutthisandthatwhile

waiting,meanwhileinthebedroomhesnuckoutand

tiptoedtothelivingroomwhereheleanedonthe

walleavesdroppingthensmiledseeingtheywere

distractedashepacedtoherroom,soheslowly

openedupthenhiseyesfellonherpointyboobsas

shewasputtingonabra

HIM:(inhismind)damn!



Hewalkedcloserassheheardthefootstepsthen

raisedhereyesandlookedathimsurprised

HIM:(smilingnaughty)relaxbaby,damn!Iloveyour

boobs,allpointy,firmandshit

Hemovedhishandtowardsherbodyandmovedhis

coldhandsonherboobsasshefrowned,asifthat

wasn'tenoughhemovedhishandstothebackand

unhookedherbraleavingittofalldown

MIA:'(breakingvoice)pleasestop,pleaseIwillfinda

wayofcontributingaroundhere

Heignoredherandmovedhishandstothefront

cuppingherbreastmoaning

HIM:mhmbabyyoulooksosexy,I.likethefearin

youreyes,turnsmeon



MIA:(crying)pleasestop,Dudumightcomeinhere

anytime

Heignoredherandsquizzedherboobsinpleasure

asshesilentlycriedbegginghimtostop

MIA:(tearsstreamingdown)pleasestop

Hemovedevenmoreclosertoherthenthedoor

flungopenasthetwoladiesheldtheirmouths

shocked

DUDU:what?

TheyallturnedandfacedatthedoorthenMiaran

intoMsWilliamsarmscrying



DUDU:(angrily)Miawhatareyoudoingwithmy

husband

MiaignoredherasshebrokedowninMsWilliams

eyesthenDudupulledherofflandinghotslapson

herface

DUDU:(angrily)howdareyoutrytosleepwithmy

husband,isthisthethanksIgetfortryingtohelp

youout?

MiaheldherhotfacecryingoutloudasMeWilliams

sadlylookedatherthenDudustartedkickingheras

sherolledonthefloor

DUDU:(panting)howdareyou?Ireallythoughtyou

havechangedbutnoIguessitstruethataleopard

neverchangesitsspots,youwillalwaysbethelying

connivingandmanipulativeMia.



MSWILLIAMS:(crying)pleasestopkickingher

becauseyouarehurtingher

Meanwhilethehusbandlickedhisdrylips

embarrassedasMeWilliamsturnedtohimwitha

disappointedlook

MSWILLIAMS:I.knowwhatIsawwhenI.walkedin

herepleasemakethingscleartoyourwifesoshe

canstopbeatingherup

HIM:(angrily)shutupoldwoman,justgetyour

skankandleavemyhousebeforeshedestroysmy

marriage,howdareshecomeontome

Thepoorwomanshookherheaddisappointed

becauseshehadnoticedhowtearyMia'sfacewas

whentheywalkedin,shelookedsoscaredandhad

tearsonherface



MSWILLIAMS:(toDudu)pleaseaskyourhusband

aboutwhathappenedbeforejumpingtoconclusions

DUDU:'(angrily)I.knowwhatIsawandI.alsoknow

mysocalledfriendverywellsopleasegetoutof

this

Miatriedtostandupasherheadfelttooheavythen

shealmostfelldownfromthedizzinessbutMsg

Williamsquicklyheldherandhelpedherstandup

HIM:'(angrily)pleaseleavemyhouse

MSWILLIAMS:okay

Sheheldhertohershouldersandslowlywalkedout

asMialimpedwithabitofbloodgushingfromher

brokenlip



DUDU:getoutandnevereversetyourfeetinmy

yardagain,Ihateyou.

Theyignoredherandquietlywalkedalongthe

passagethenDuduangrilypushedthemoutasMia

lostbalancefallingdown.Thepooroldwoman

helpedherstandupagainandslowlywalkedoutof

thehousethentheyard

MSWILLIAMS:(crying)umsorrybaby

Miakeptquietasshelimpedinpainwithtears

streamingdownhersoftcheeks.Fewminuteslater

theywereatthenearesttaxistopthenataxi

stoppedby

HIM:special?

MSWILLIAMS:yesdear



HelookedatMiarememberingherfromsomewhere

thenquicklysteppedoutmakingwaytothe

passengersideandopenedupthedoorasMsg

Williamshelpedherseatdown

MSWILLIAMS:'thankyou

Sheopenedthebackdoorandgotinsideasthetaxi

spedoff...........

ThoughtIshouldaddressthissinceyallbeing

complainingandImustsayIunderstandbutthe

thingisIreallylovewritingandumenjoyingitjustas

muchasyouguysenjoyreadingbutIusemyphone

totypeandtrustmeitsnoteasy,itssotiring

becausesometimesIcantypeawholelonginsert

thenaccidentallydeletesitbeforepostingbutI

alwaystrytogiveyousomething.Ilostmylaptop

chargersohavetobuyanotheronebutwon'tbeable



togetoneanytimesoonbecauseI'mlowoncash.

#
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Shegaveupknockingandturnedwalkingtowards

thegatebutfrownedasacleanshinywhite

Mercedes-Benzslowlypulledupatthe

gate.MeanwhileinsidePrettyleanedtotheback

seatstakingsomeoftheshoppingbagsasThemba

openedthedoorsteppingoutthenFifismiled



lookingatthecuteunfamiliarman,shetouchedher

topstringsfixingherselfandwalkedoverswinging

herEnglishfigureasThembawenttothepassenger

dooropeningupforPretty.

PRETTY:(smiling)yousureareoverdoingit

THEMBA:(laughing)I'mbeingagentlemanhere

ShelaughedandsteppedoutasThembagotthe

otherbagsthenFififrownedlookingatthe

completelytransformedPretty

FIFI:(astonished)what?

SheheldherjawwalkingoverasPrettysmiledather

PRETTY:heyfriend



ShecarefullylookedatThembaignoringPrettyand

recognizedhim

FIFI:(slowly)you??

ThembaignoredherasPrettywavedherhand

beforehereyesthenshesnappedoutofit

FIFI:(swallowedhard)wow!Youlookbeautiful

PRETTY:thankyou,ummthisismyfriendThemba,

rememberhim??

THEMBA:(smiling)boyfriendactually,notjustfriend

FIFI:(fakedasmile)ohhyes,Irememberhim



PRETTY:(toThemba)umm...thisismyfriendFifi,um

sureyouhaveseenheratthetuckshopbefore

THEMBA:(smiling)nicetomeetyouFifi

FIFI:(smiling)thankyou

Helookedathiswristwatchandsighed

THEMBA:Ihavea.meetingwithmyfriendlateronso

Ishouldgetgoing(toFifi)pleasehelpherwiththe

bags

FIFI:(smiling)ohhofcourse

Hegavehertheshoppingbagsandleanedcloserto

Prettyplantingasoftkissonherforehead



THEMBA:seeyoutomorrow

PRETTY:bye

THEMBA:byeguys

Heturnedandopenedhiscarthenhopedinstarting

thecaranddroveoffasFifijealouslylookedat

Pretty'snewhairstyleandtheshoppingbags

FIFI:(smiling)wowsohegotyouallthis?

PRETTY:yesfriend,andhegotmyhairdoneaswell.

Unbelievableright?

FIFI:(curious)butIthoughthewasjustalowlife,

howcomehecanaffordallthis(lookedattheshop

brand)andthisaren'tjustclothesbuttheyarefrom



foschini,howisthispossible

PRETTY:Iguesshewasjustpretendingtobepoor

FIFI:shit!Andhelookssohot,morelikeawhole

differentperson.

PRETTY:(smiled)

FIFI:Ican'tbelieveIthoughtheisnotmytype

becausewow!

PRETTY:Itoldyouheiscute

FIFI:IalwaysknewheiscutebutIthoughthewas

brokeplushelookedsothinbackthenbutnowheis

thismachocutethingohhmyGashhhischestmme

wee,thatguyisjustwhatIhavebeenlookingfor



PRETTY:(laughing)youaresonaughty

FIFI:andwhydidyoucallhimafriend?

PRETTY:(shruggedhershoulders)wellhehasn't

saidanythingyet,Imeannothingisconfirmed.Ican

seehelikesmebutI'mwaitingforhimtoaskmeto

behisgirlfriend

FIFI:(thoughtfully)ohhreally?MaybeIcanaskhim

toclearthingsforyou

PRETTY:nofriend,Idon'twanttopushit

FIFI:okay,buttellmeifyouchangeyourmind

PRETTY:(smiling)aww,thankyoufortryingtopush



myluckfriend

FIFI:Igotyoubabes

Theybrieflylaughedandheadedtowardsthetwo

roomedhouseasPrettyunlockedandopenedup

thentheywalkedinasFifistartedtakingoutthe

clothesadmiringthem

FIFI:wowfriendthiswouldlookgoodonmecanI

haveit?

PRETTY:okayfriend,tryiton

SheexcitedlystooduptryingonthedressasPretty

lookedathersmiling

PRETTY:wow,itsuitsyou



FIFI:Iknewitwould

Theylaughedasshecontinuedfiddlingwiththe

clotheswhilegettingmoreinformationoutofthe

cluelessPretty.

ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Theysteppedoutofthetaxiandopenedupthegate

walkinginsideasthetaxidriversadlylookedatthem

beforedrivingoff

MIA:(tearfully)Ican'tstayherebecauseitwillupset

Grace.

MSWILLIAMS:Iknowthatbutyouhavenowhereto

goandIcan'tleaveyouallalone



MIA:(tearfully)maybeIshouldgobacktothatone

oldroomandasktheownertoletmesquattherefor

afewmonths

MSWILLIAMS:nodear,IwilltalktoGrace,I'msure

shewillunderstand

MIA:(reluctantly)okay

Theyapproachedthedoorassheheldthedoorknob

openingupthentheysteppedinasGraceturned

lookingattheduoandfrowned

GRACE:(softly)andthen?

MsWilliamslookeddownsadlythnclearedher

throatwhiletryingtofindtherightwordsofbreaking

thenewstoherwithoutupsettingher



MSWILLIAMS:(softly)shedoesn'thaveanywhere

elsetogoandumtheonlypersonshehaveplease

letsalllowhertostayhereforafewdays,Ipromise

shewillspendmostofhertimeintheguestroomso

thatyouwonthavetoseehermoreoften

Gracefeltherheadspinningasitsuddenlystarted

feelingheavymakingherlosebalance,sheslowly

satdownstilltryingtodigestwhatshejustheardas

memoriesstartedflashingthroughhermemory,her

firstdayinThailandexperiencecrossedhermindas

sherememberedthehotslapsthatwerelandedon

hersoftface,tearsformedatthecornersofhereyes

assheimaginedhowthecruelmanhadpartedher

legsandtiedthemtothebedtakingherinnocence

inthemostbrutalway

MSWILLIAMS:(worried)areyoufinebaby?



SheslowlywalkedovertoherasGrace'stears

streameddownhercheekswhileMiaswallowed

hardlookingather,shefeltherthroatdryingupas

herheartpoundedhardagainstherchest.thepainin

Grace'seyeswasvisibleandthatbrokeherheart

intopieces,shenowmorethaneversawjusthow

muchshehadexposedthepoorchildtotheworst

worldever.Yessheheardaboutthebrutalitythey

hadtoendurebutitneverhitherashardasitjust

didnow.Seeingthetearsonherfacemadeherso

emotionalthatshesowisheditwaspossibletoturn

backthehandsoftimeoratleastmakeherforget.

GRACE:(crying)Idon'tbelievethis,howcouldyou

ma?

MSWILLIAMS:Iamsosorrybabybut-...

GRACE:(breakingvoice)pleasesaveit,don'tsay

anythingbecauseitsveryclearwhomeansthemost

toyou,Iwillneverreallyunderstandwhyyouareso



obsessedwithhelpingherevenafterlearningabout

whatshedidtome,thiswomanbrokeme,she

destroyedmemoresothatIdon'tseetheneedto

live,Iputonamaskeverydayjustsoeveryonecan

thinkIamokaybutdeepdownumbreakingand

cryingforhelp.Shekilledme

Shesaidthatandbrokedowncryingherlungsout

asMiaalsosilentlycriedlookingather.

MSWILLIAMS:umsosorrybaby,atleastletsallow

hertospendjustonedaythenshewillleave

tomorrow,canyoudothatbaby?

Graceslowlystoodupasherchesthurtthenturned

tothebedroomwheresheslammedthedoorand

lockedupbeforethrowingherselfonthebedcrying

herlungsout.MeanwhileinthelivingroomMs

Williamsrantoherbedroomandtriedopeningup

butitwaslockedsosheshesighedtearfullyand

wentbacktoseatdown



MSWILLIAMS:(toMia)um.sorry

MIA:(tearfully)IthinkIshouldleave

MSWILLIAMS:noyoucan'tleave,juststayinyour

roomIwillbringyouwhateveryouneed,shewillget

betterwithtime

MIA:noma

MSWILLIAMS:letmeshowyoutoyourroom

MIA:(reluctantly)alright

ShestoodupandpulledMiabyherhandsshowing

hertoherroomwhereshesatdownon

Thebedandsighedsadly



MIA;thankyou

MsWilliamslookedatheremotionallyandpulleda

briefsmilebeforewalkingouttotheloungewhere

shekneltdownpraying

MSWILLIAMS:heavilyLordpleasegivemestrength

andwisdom,helpmetherightthingandgivemy

daughteraforgivingheart,helpherhealandmove

onfromthepast.LORDpleasehealherandhelpher

makepeacewithherpast.IntheMightyNameof

TheLordJesusChristIpray

Shefinishedprayingandstoodupgoingtothe

kitchen.....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE



therewasaknockatthedoorsohegottheremote

andopenedupthinkingit'sGrace

THEMBA:(happily)heyman,whatsup?

MANDLA:(laughing)Shit!IactuallythoughtitsFuture

MrsMathews,totallyforgotyouhavetopassby

THEMBA:talkingaboutthefutureboMrsnowthat

remindsme,Ifoundasodamnfinethingsfor

myself

Mandlaburstintolaughterlaughingandraisedhis

eyebrowslookingathisseriousface

THEMBA:stoplaughingman,soIfoundmyselfa

wifebruh,iswearummawifethatone



Hecontinuedlaughinglookingathisseriousself.

Thembawasn'talwaysaseriousthingsperson,all

heeverwantedtodowassmashandleavebutnow

hewasheretalkingaboutwifingsomeone's

daughter,itjustdidn'thaveaniceringtoitbecause

heisadamnplayerpluscommitmentsand

relationshipswasn'thisthing

MANDLA:(stoppedlaughing)wait,areyouserious?

Hereachedforhispocketstakingouthisphone

showinghimsomething

THEMBA:lookatthisman,Istoleafewsnapsafter

shedozedoffonthecouchlastnight

Mandlalookedathercutefaceandheldhismouth

surprised



MANDLA:damn!

THEMBA:(smiling)see?

MANDLA:sheissodamnfineman,andthecute

babyishandpinkishlipsaretheitthingbruh

THEMBA:youshouldseeherbodyman,Iamsucha

luckymotherfucker

MANDLA:youcansaythatagainman

THEMBA:yeahman

MANDLA:(jokingly)butshecan'tbeasfineasmy

futureMrsMathews,Ihopeyouknowthat

THEMBA:(laughing)whateverman!



Theybrieflylaughedthensatdowntalkingbusiness

THEMBA:sowhenisthenextexchangeman,Ineed

tomakemoremoney?

MANDLA:verysoonImustsay,justorganisethe

girls

THEMBA:alrightsure

HelookedatMandlanotsurewhethertotellhim

abouthisplansornotbecausehewasn'tsurehow

hewouldrespondplusupsettinghimwasthelast

thingonhiswishlistbuthewastiredofthedirty

lifestyleandwantedoutsohejustneededhalfa

milliontostarthisnewcleanbusinessandkissthe

dirtylifegoodbye.



MANDLA:wewillhavetoincreasethenumbers

becausenowwearerelyingononebuyer

THEMBA:nosweat,Iwillcallmyboys

TheycontinuedchattingbeforeThembaleft..

ATPRETTY'SHOUSE

herphonerangthenshepickeditupasherfriend

curiouslylookedather

THEMBA:heyprettylittlething

PRETTY:(blushing)hey

THEMBA:umdonewithmyfriendcanIcomepick

youup,I.missyou



PRETTY:howabouttomorrow,stillhavetosortouta

fewthings

THEMBA:(smiling)youarebreakingmyheartbabe,I

needtoseeyou

PRETTY:(smiling)I'msorrycutelittlething

THEMBA:okayprettylittlethingtomorrow

PRETTY:bye

Hehungupsmilingandsteppedontheaccelerator

speedingoff.

MeanwhileatPretty'shouseFifilookedather

thoughtfullyassheputherphoneonthetable



FIFI:(clearingherthroat)mythroatissodry,canyou

getmesomewater?

PRETTY:butyoualwaysmovearoundherefreelyso

getyourselfsomehau!

FIFI:(laughing)ohhcomeonfriend,mythroatisdry,

justgetmesomewaterandstoptalking

PRETTY:(laughing)whatever

ShestoodupwalkingtothekitchenthenFifiquickly

gotherphonepressingitandcopiedhisnumber

then..........
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Shepressedherphonecopyingthenumberthen

quicklyputitbackhearingPretty'sfootsteps.

PRETTY:whoaa,almostspilledthisonthemat

Shesmiledpressingherphonesavingitinher

contacts



PRETTY:here

FIFI:(forcedsmile)thanksfriend

Shegrabbedtheglassandtookafewsipsbefore

puttingitdown.

PRETTY:Ithoughtyou'ddrinkthewholeofit

FIFI:umalittlebetter,sotellmewheredoesthisguy

staybecauseclearlythatoneoldroomwasjusta

disguiseunlesshewonthelottery?

PRETTY:(smiling)yoohhfriend!Youshouldseehis

house,actuallyitsawholemansioninthesuburbs,

itssobigandhehasmanycarseven

FIFI:what?Areyouserious?



PRETTY:veryserious,thisguyisfilthyrichmma,I

stilldon'tunderstandwhyhehadtostayatthatold

room

FIFI:(thoughtfully)okay,letmegetgoing,itsgetting

late

PRETTY:alrightfriendbye

TheybothstoodupandhuggedbeforeFifiwalked

outasPrettytooktheshoppingbagsfromthetable

toherbedandsatdowntextingThemba

PRETTY:hey

THEMBA:missingme?



Hesentthatthenhisphonerang

FIFI:(softly)heyThemba

THEMBA:(raisedhiseyebrows)whoisthis

FIFI:(softly)mynameisLorraine,Ihavesomething

importanttotellyou

THEMBA:(sighed)okayumallears

FIFI:wellIsorthavetodoitinpersonbecauseits

verysensitive

THEMBA:(impatient)okaywhatisthisabout

FIFI:(humbly)Ishouldn'tbetellingyouthisbutIfeel

youareagoodpersonanddeservetoknowthetruth



whileyoustillhaveachoice

THEMBA:(angrily)canyoujustgettothedamn

point!

FIFI:um...it'saboutPretty,IamhercousinandIsaw

youwithherearlier

THEMBA:cousin??

Hefrownedtryingtorememberthefamiliarvoice

buttonoluck

FIFI:(softly)yes,canwemeet?

Helookedathiswristwatchandsighedseeingit

wasalreadylate.Hervoicesoundedtooinnocent

andconvincingbuthecouldn'tstopthinkingabout



howhefellintoMia'strapthelasttime,atthesame

timehewasalsocurioustofindoutwhatthecousin

wantstotellhim

THEMBA:wheredoyoustay?

FIFI:(softly)notfarfromPretty'splacesowewill

havetomeetbytheshopssothatshedoesn'tsee

you

THEMBA:(sighed)okayitsalreadylateso

tommorow.

FIFI:(smiling)alright

THEMBA:bye

Hehungupandthrewthephoneonthetablesighing



thenPretty'smessagereported

PRETTY:yesImissyou

Hereadthemessageandsighedputtingbackthe

phonethenstoodupheadingtothebathroomwhere

hetookalongbathandsteppedoutwrappedina

towelmakinghiswaytotheloungewherehegothis

phoneheadingtothebedroom.Meanwhileat

Pretty'shouseshesadlycheckedherphonelooking

forhisresponsebutithadalreadybeenclosetotwo

hourssinceshetextedhim.

THEMBA:(sighed)shit!

Hethrewhisbodyonthebedandlookedathis

phonedialingher

PRETTY:(smiled)hey



THEMBA:Iwasbathing,sorry

PRETTY:okay

THEMBA:(down)umm...goodnight

PRETTY:(frowned)night

Hehungupandremovedthetowelgettinginbedas

Prettylookedatherphoneconfusedbythesudden

changeinhistone,hewasusuallyallloveydoveybut

todayhewasjustshortandabitcold.Shesighed

sadlyandfilledherbathingbasinwithwarmwater

takingabath..

ATGRACE'SHOUSE



Shewipedhertearsandstoodupslowlywalkingto

themirrorwhereShesadlylookedatherswollen

facefromcryingthensniffedandturnedgettingher

bagwhereshetookoutthecarkeysandwalkedout

passingbythelivingroomquietly

MSWILLIAMS:whereareyougoing

SheignoredherandopenedupleavingasMs

Williamstearfullyshookherhead.Shewascaught

betweenarockandahardplaceasChoosinganyof

themseemedalittletoohardforher.Meanwhile

outsideGracehoppedinandreversedoutbefore

steppingontheacceleratorspeedingoffinthedark

night

FewminuteslaterMsgWilliamsstoodupandsadly

walkedtoMia'sroomknocking

MIA:comein



Sheopenedupandtearfullylookedather

MSWILLIAMS:hey

MIA:hima

MSWILLIAMS:IamsorrytosaythisbutIthinkwe

madeamistake,itwastoosoonbecausesheisnot

overeverythingthathappened.

MIA:(keptquietnodding)

MSWILLIAMS:yessoIthinkweshouldfindyoua

placetostaytomorrowbutyoucansleepheretoday

thenwethinkofsomethingafterchurchtomorrow

MIA:okma,Iunderstand



MSWILLIAMS:umsorryIcouldn'thelpyou

MIA:umgratefulforeverythingmaandthelastthing

Iwanttodoiscomingbetweenyouandyour

daughtersoIreallyunderstand.

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)thankyouforunderstanding

MIA:stopworrying

Shesmiledandstoodupbrieflyhuggingher

MSWILLIAMS:letmecallherjusttomakesureshe

isokaythenmakesomethingtoeatbeforesleeping

MIA:alright



Sheheldhercheeksmilingtearfullythenturned

headingouttothekitchenwheresheleanedonthe

kitchencountertakingoutherphonecallingher..

MeanwhileatMandla'splacesheparkedinfrontof

thehousethentookherringingphoneandlookedat

itbeforehangingup.Shesighedtearfullyand

switcheditoffopeningupthedoorandsteppedout

beforelockingthecar.

Fewminuteslatershestoodatthedoorand

knockedasMandlatiedhiswhitesoftgownand

frownedhearingtheknock

MANDLA:(inhismind)thislate???

Hepressedtheremoteopeningupasshesteppedin

andtearsstartedstreamingdownherfaceasshe

sathereyesonhim

MANDLA:(surprised)babe?



Sheranintohisarmsandcriedhystericallyashe

huggedhertightwhilerubbingherbacktryingto

shushher

MANDLA:(softly)babe

Sheignoredhimandcontinuedcryingherlungsout,

herloudcrieshithimintheheartbreakingitthenhe

felthisthroatdryingupbecauseseeingherlikethat

wasn'tapleasantsightatallanditbrokehisheart.

Helovedherwaytoomuchandonlywantedpeace,

joyandhappinessforherbutnowhereshewasin

hisarmsbreakingdown

MANDLA:(tearfully)pleasestopcryingbabe

Hegentlygrabbedherjawsandrubbedhertearsoff

asshesniffed



MANDLA:umherebabe,stopcrying

Hecontinuedshushingherbutgotinterruptedbyhis

ringingphone

MANDLA:(sighed)letmegetthat

Hebentpickingituponthecouchandanswered

MANDLA:(respectfully)heyma

MSWILLIAMS:(worried)isGracethere?Sheisnot

takingmycallsandnowherphoneisoff

MANDLA:(lookedatGrace)iseverythingfinema?

MSWILLIAMS:(worried)pleasetellmesheisthere,I

amworriedsick



MANDLA:yeahsheishere

Sheheavedahugesighrelieved

MSWILLIAMS:shuuu....thanksGod

MANDLA:(curious)iseverythingfine?

MSWILLIAMS:notreally,pleaseputmeonloud

speakersoIcantalktoher

Hepressedthephoneputtingitonloudspeaker

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)pleaseforgivemebaby,I

shouldn'thavedonewhatIdidandIamsorry,I

understandthatyouarestillhealingandIshouldn't

rushyoubecauseitsaprocessplusseeingher



wouldonlytakeyouback.Pleaseforgivememybaby.

Ipromiseshewillleavetomorrow.Pleasecome

backhomesothatwegotochurchtomorrow.

Shelistenedtoherastearsfloweddownhersoft

cheeksbutfeltalittlebetterafterhearingthatshe

willleavetomorrow

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)pleasesaysomething

baby

Shekeptquietrubbingherface

MSWILLIAMS:(breakingvoice)pleasebaby,I

promiseshewillleavetomorrowpleasetalktome

ShekeptquitethenMandlapressedthephone

puttingitonhisear



MANDLA:sheiscrying,pleasecallheralittlelater,I

willtellyouwhensheisbetter

MSWILLIAMS:(rubbinghertears)okdearthankyou

MANDLA:alrightbyema

MSWILLIAMS:byema

Hehungupandputthephonedownlookingather

foranexplanationbutshesadlylookeddownquite

MANDLA:Icanseeyoudon'twanttotalkaboutso

I'llgiveyoutimebabe,canImakeyousomethingto

eat?

GRACE:umfine



MANDLA:noways,Iknowyounevereatwhenyou

aresadsoitsprobablybeenhourssinceyouateso

I'lljusthavetoforceyoutoeat

GRACE:(keptquiet)

HeturnedgoingtohisroomasGraceslowlysaton

thecouchfacingthetelevisionandonnotimehe

wasbackcarryingawarmsoftblanket

MANDLA:itsabitcoldsotakethis

Shejustlookedathimthenhesighedandputthe

blanketoverherbodycoveringupfromherfeetup

herchest

MANDLA:great!



Shelookedathimandsmiledabit

MANDLA:youcanpasstimewithTVwhileIgo

makeyousomethingtoeat

Shenoddedashebentplantinghissoftlipsonher

foreheadbeforeshootingtothekitchen

MEANWHILEATTHETAXIDRIVERSHOUSE

Hesmiledaloneandgotinterruptedbyhisvibrating

phonesohepickeditupandreadthemessage

beforeslippingintotheworldofthoughts

(((((((((((TAXIDRIVER:pleasecallmewheneveryou

needtogosomewhere

MIA:thankyou,anditsalwayshardformetofind



transport

HIM:alright

Shegothisnumberandturnedwalkinginsidethe

churchbuildingwiththeoldwoman))))))))))))

Hesnappedoutofitandsmiledashefinally

rememberedwherehe'dseenherfrom,healways

likedherandthat'sthereasonwhyhehadofferedto

transportherallthetimebutshewasforeversad

andgavehimnobetterplatformtoexpresshis

feelings.Seeingheragainaftersuchalongtime

filledhisheartwithsomuchjoy

TAXIDRIVER:(inhismind)thisisthewormsgirlI

usedtotransportfromandtothemall

Hesmiledcompletelyamazedbyhowshewas



completelyhealed.Therewasnotevenascaror

anythingthatshowsthehorriblewoundshehadon

herfaceasshelookedlikeawholedifferentperson

TAXIDRIVER:wow!

Hegothisphoneandbrowsedthroughhiscontacts

lookingforhernumber

TAXIDRIVER:yes!

Hebreathedoutanddialedherbutittookhim

straighttovoicemail

TAXIDRIVER:dammit!

Hesighedsadlyandputthephonedownrubbinghis

headfrustratedthenstoodupgoingtobed........
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Sheslowlyopenedherheavyeyesandlooked

aroundbuthewasnowheretobefoundsoshe

slowlysatuprightrubbinghersoreeyes.The

previousnightwasaroughoneforherandshestill

couldn'tunderstandwhyhermomwouldbeso

insensitive,fora.momentshefeltliketheMiacruel

girlwasslowlytakingherplaceinhermother'sheart

becauseitsalwaysaboutherandhasalwaysbeen



MANDLA:(peakedinside)hey,comedownandeat,I

madebreakfast

GRACE:(smiled)okay

MANDLA:don'ttakeforever

GRACE:(smiled)

Heturnedwalkingawayassheslowlygotoutofbed

andturnedtotheshowerwhereshetookaquick

showerandbrushedherteethbeforedressingupin

herpajamasagainthenshotstraighttothedining

roomwherehefoundhimeating

MANDLA:'thatwasquick



GRACE:(smiling)IthoughtyousaidIshouldmakeit

snappy

MANDLA:(brieflylaughed)yesbutIdidn'tthinkyou

would

GRACE:okay,thislooksdelicious

MANDLA:trustmeitis

Shesatdownandtooktheforkandknifetakingthe

firstbite

GRACE:(mouthful)mhmm..thisisnice

MANDLA:(smiling)toldyou

Theycontinuedeatingthenhisphonerangfromthe



tableandhelookedatitthenbackather

GRACE:aren'tyougoingtotakethat?

MANDLA:itsyourmum

Shestoppedchewingandsadlylookedatit

GRACE:letmetakeit

MANDLA:okay,here

Hepickeditupandhandeditoverthenshe

answeredsoftly

GRACE;hey



MSWILLIAMS:heybaby,Ihopeyousleptwell

GRACE:mhm

MSWILLIAMS:ImeantwhatIsaidlastnight

GRACE:okay

MSWILLIAMS:areyoureadyforchurch?

GRACE:huh?

MSWILLIAMS:churchbaby,Itriedremindingyou

lastnight,pleasedon'ttellmeyouforgot

GRACE:(thoughtfully)Ididn'tforget,Iwasstill

gettingready



MSWILLIAMS:okaybaby,umleavingnowsowill

meetatchurch

GRACE:okay

MSWILLIAMS:Iloveyoubaby

GRACE:metoo

MSWILLIAMS:bye

Shehungupandputthephonedownthenquickly

stooduppanicking

MANDLA:(confused)and??



GRACE:IforgotitsaSundaytodaysoIhavetogoto

church

MANDLA:ohh

GRACE:yes,letmegofindsomethingtowearthen

leave

MANDLA:okay,yourclothesareintheclosetum

sureyoucanfindsomethingtoworkwithinthere

GRACE:yeah,weboughtafewdressesakr

MANDLA:okay

Sheturnedandpacedtowardsthebedroomashis

wholebodystartedfeelingweirdsohestoodupand

followedhertothebedroom



MANDLA:heybabe,IforgotIhavetomeetsomeone

soletmedashout

GRACE:what?Ithoughtyouwoulddrivemeand

whenareyoucomingtochurchwithmebecause

youpromisedyouwould

MANDLA:(softly)IknowbabebutIhavean

appointment

GRACE:onaSunday?Ithoughtyouworkduringthe

weekdaysonly

MANDLA:noitsnotaboutwork,itsjustsomeone

whomIpromisedtohelpoutwithsomething

GRACE:okay,butcan'tyouatleastdrivemeto

church?



MANDLA:comeonbabe,youwillusethecarakere,

please

GRACE:okay

MANDLA:thankyou

Hewalkedcloserandplantedasoftkissonherlips

thenhurriedoutasshebentputtingonherheels

beforeturningtothedoorwalkingout.Fewminutes

latershewasoutthenhoppedinsidethefancycar

drivingoff.

Meanwhileonthetarredroad,Mandlasteppedonthe

acceleratorspeedingoff..

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE



Hewokeupwithaheavyheartandfeltbadforhow

hetreatedPrettythepreviousnight,yeshesure

wantedtobecarefulbutthatwasjustaphonecall

fromastrangerandshouldn'treallygettohimplus

nomatterhowmuchhetriedtoavoidheritstill

seemedalotimpossiblebecausehewasalreadyso

drawnandattachedtoher.Thiswashurtinghimbut

hecouldn'tshakeoffthebadfeelinghehadand

curiositygotthebetterofhim

THEMBA:(muttered)fuck!!

Hegotoffbedandpickedhisphoneupdialingher

ashewalkedtothelivingroom

PRETTY:(lowvoice)hey

THEMBA:heymyprettylittlething



PRETTY:(smiling)Iamokay,howareyou?

THEMBA:samehere,hopeyousleptwell

PRETTY:Idid

THEMBA:amIseeingyoutoday?

PRETTY:well...

THEMBA:please...

PRETTY:okay,youwillcomeandpickmeup

THEMBA:great!

PRETTY:bye



Shehungasheontheothersidedialedthe

mysteriouscousin'snumberandshepickedupon

thefirstring

FIFI:(softly)hey

THEMBA:hi,umleavinggabsrightnow,willbethere

inanhour

FIFI:okay

Hehungupandshottotheshowertakingaquick

onebeforedressingupinhistodieforoutfit.

Meanwhileatfifi'splace,shequicklytookashower

inherbrokenbathingbasinthenwalkedaroundher

messyroompickingupthefoschinishoppingbag

andtookoutthedressshegotfromPrettythe

previousdaydressingup



FIFI:(smiling)perfect!

Sheturnedaroundadmiringherselfthensatonher

matresspickingthesmallbrokenmirrorasshe

appliedthebabypowderonherdarkface,she

pickedherChineseredlipstickandapplieditonher

lipsanditstucktoherteethasshepouted.She

continuedpoutingadmiringherfacethatthen

lookedlikeshewasdippedinashes.Thepowder

wasalottoomuchconsideringthatshewasdarkin

complexionandthemessyredlipstickmade

mattersworsebutbeingtheruralFifishelovedwhat

shesawonthemirrorandthoughtitsveryperfect.In

notimeshewasalldoneandstoodupgoingtoseat

onherplasticchairwhilewaitingforherdream

man'scalllookingallspooky.

ATCHURCH



shesteppedoutofthecarasheadsturnedlooking

attheclassycarandthebeautythatsteppedoutbut

sheignoredtheattentionshewasgettingandkepta

straightfaceswinginghermilliondollarbodytothe

entranceaspeoplestartedwhispering

GIRL:isthatGrace?

GUY:yes,shelooksverydifferentandmorebeautiful

GIRL:(bitter)ahhbutitsnotlikesheisbeautiful,its

onlythatsheiswearingniceclothes

GUY:ohcomeondontbejealous,thisgirlisfire

hlemonna,lookatthehourglassfigure

GIRL:(bored)ahh,andwheredidshegetmoneyto

buysuchanexpensivecar?Ithoughthermumis

justamaid



GUY:notjustamaidbutamaidtoafilthyrichMr

Matthews

GIRL:ahh,maybeshegotthecarfromher

prostitutioncustomersinThailand.Thisgirlistricky

Helookedathershockedbyhowveryinsensitive

shewasthenheslowlyshookhishead

MeanwhileattheentranceshetookoffherLouis

Vuitonshadesandhuggedhermother

GRACE:hima

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)heybaby

GRACE:(smiling)



MSWILLIAMS:youlookbeautiful

GRACE:thankyou

TheysmiledlookingateachotherbeforeMiatapped

MsWilliamsshoulderunawareofGrace'spresence

MIA:(softly)hey

Graceraisedhereyeslookingupatherandtheir

eyeslocked,sheswallowedhardandquicklyturned

backexcusingherself

MIA:(humbly)ohh,I'llleavenow

Sheturnedwalkinginsideandsatatthefrontseats

asMsWilliamsheldGrace'shandbeforethey

steppedinsideandsatonthesecondrowfacingthe



pulpit

PASTOR:goodmorningchurch

ALL:morningpastor

Hecontinuedtalkingthensteppeddowninviting

praiseandworshiptominister,theywentonand

ownbutsteppeddownwhentestimoniestime

approached

PASTOR:anybodywithatestimonypleasecome

forwardandsharewithus

Peoplestooduponebyonegoingtothefrostand

sharedtheirtestimonieswiththechurchthenwhen

theywerealldoneMiaslowlystoodupaspeople

startedwhispering



GIRL:whendidshecomeback,Ithoughtshewasin

prison

GIRL2:Idon'tknow,umonlyseeinghernow

GIRL1:Iwonderwhatshewantstosayahh

Theycontinuedchattingandsheignoredthem

slowlywalkingtothefrontwhereshegotthemic

facingeveryonethen.........
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Heslowlydrovetowardstheshopsandparked

besidetheroadthenreachedforhispocketstaking

outhisphonedialinghernumber

FIFI:(softly)hey

THEMBA:hey,umwaitingbytheshops

FIFI:(smiling)okayumcoming

THEMBA:makeitsnappy

FIFI:alrighttenminutes



THEMBA:okaybye

Hehungupandputthephonedownwaitingaonthe

otherhandFifijumpedexcitedandstoodup

admiringherselfbeforewalkingoutwhereshe

walkedpastPretty'splaceandsawherleaningon

thewallpressingherphone

FIFI:(loud)heyfriend

PRETTY:hey,goingsomewhere?

FIFI:(smiling)yes,ummeetingupwithsomeone

PRETTY:(lookedatherspookyface)ohh

FIFI:what?



PRETTY:no,Ijustthinkyourmakeupisabittoo

muchletmegetyouaclothsothatwewipeitoff

FIFI:(raisedhereyebrows)areyoutryingtosaythat

Idon'tknowhowtodomymakeup?

PRETTY:(calm)nofriend,Iwasjusttryingtohelp

youbecausesomeoftheredlipstickisstuckon

yourteeth

FIFI:(attitude)youdontknowanythingaboutmake

upPrettyandcertainlyarethelastpersontomake

comments

PRETTY:(softly)Ididn'tmeantooffendyou

FIFI:nooffencetakeneither



PRETTY:(smiling)okayfriend

FIFI:letmegetgoing,heiswaiting

PRETTY:alrightbye

ShecatwalkedherEnglishfigureawayasPretty

lookedatherandshookherheadbeforeclapping

once.

FewminuteslaterFifisawhiscarandsmiledfeeling

big,shesurewasconfidentthathewilllikeherplus

helookstoocutetorelyonthesamemealeveryday.

Hesodidn'tlooklikethetypethatwouldsaynoto

a.nothardearnedcookie.Shewalkedtothewindow

andknockedsmilingrevealingherredfromthe

lipstickteeththenheturnedlookingatherspooky

face

THEMBA:(frowned)andthen??



Shecontinuedsmilingasherecognizedherfromthe

otherday,itwasalittlehardtorecogniseher

becauseshehaddippedherwholefaceinawhite

powderandthatmadeherlookcompletelydifferent

fromtheirlastmeeting

THEMBA:(frowned)Pretty'sfriend??

Heopenedthedoorsurprisedandgaveheraserious

look

FIFI:(smiling)hey,rememberme?

Hekeptquietlookingatherandmaintainedthe

seriouslook.

FIFI:umsorryIliedaboutmyidentityitsjustthatIso

wantedtohelpyouandthoughtyouwouldn'tlisten



tomeifItoldyoumyrealnames

THEMBA:okay,comethisside

Shesmiledexcitedthenwalkedtothepassenger

sideopeningupandsteppedinasheturnedlooking

backatherfacedisgusted

THEMBA:gettothepoint

FIFI:okayIjustwantedtotellyouthatprettyisabad

personandusesmentogetmoneyfromthem,she

doesn'tloveyouandisonlyusingyou

THEMBA:(straightface)isthatall?

FIFI:(eyesranaround)well..youarenotthefirstguy

becauseshedidthesamethingwithherex



boyfriend,shedatedhimforhismoneyandlefthim

afterhelosthisjobplusshetoldmeshewantsto

goseeatraditionaldoctorbecauseshewantsto

makeyouloveonlyherandgivehermore

money.PleasedonttellherallthisbecauseIamjust

doingitbecauseIsawyouareagoodpersonand

feltsorryforyou

THEMBA:(maintainedtheSeriouslook)

FIFI:(softly)umjusttryingtosaveyoubeforeyou

fallinhertrap

THEMBA:okay,canwedriveawayfromhere?

Maybetoamoresecludedarea.

FIFI:(excited)okay,letsgo.Ildirectyoutoagood

spot



Shesmiledhappilyafterhearinghimsaythatand

nowknewhewantedtohavesomeprivacywithher

thatswhyhesuggesteddrivingaway.

FIFI:(inhermind)welldonegirl,hebelievesyouand

probablywantstohavesomealonetimewithyou

Shesmiledstealingglancesathimashedrovewith

aseriousface

FIFI:(softly)turntoyourright

Shewentonandondirectinghimandgatheredall

strengthpromisingherselftobea.littlewildbecause

hesurelookslikeabadboywhowouldlikeawild

girl

FIFI:Ithinkyoucanstophere



Hestoppedandbeforeheknewitshehadherhand

betweenhisthighscuppinghisballsandcameon

toostrongonhisfacetryingtokisshimNdHe

quicklyreleasedhishandlandingahotslaponher

dryface

THEMBA:(angrily)whatthehellareyoudoing?

Shemovedbackandheldherpainingcheektearfully

THEMBA:(angrily)Iknewyouwereuptonogood

themomentIsawyouandnowafterhearingyour

littlestoriesumconvincedyouarejustajealous

friend

FIFI:(tearfully)umsorry

THEMBA:sorry,ilshowyousorry,howdareyou

touchmelikethat?



FIFI:(tearfully)umsorryplease

Helandedahotslaponherfaceassheburstinto

tearsscreaming

THEMBA:thatisforPretty

Helandedanotherhotslaponherfacewiththeback

ofhishand

THEMBA:andnowthatsfordisrespectingme,how

dareyoutrytokissme?Haveyouseenhowuglyyou

lookormaybeyoudon'thavemirrors?

Heyankedherhairandpulledtherearviewmirror

bringingherfaceclosertoit



THEMBA:takeacloselookatyourself,youlooklike

awitchbitch

FIFI:(criedoutLoud)

THEMBA:shutthefuckup!

Shecriedsilentlyandlookedatthemirrornoticing

thetoomuchlipstickthathadstuckonherteeth

THEMBA:Iwon'ttellPrettyaboutyourstupidmove

andyouwillhavetostayveryfarfromhebecauseif

IseeyouanywhereclosetoherthenIwon'tspare

you

FIFI:okay

Hepushedherbackandclickedhistonguepissed



THEMBA:getoutofmycar

Shequicklyopeneduphoppingoffthenranforher

lifecryingasThembaangrilystartedthecarand

drovepastherathighspeedsplashingherwithdust

FIFI:phphph...

Herwholefacewascoveredindustandmatters

worse,ithadevenstucktoherteethbutshe

draggedherselfbackhometryingtorubitoffas

peoplelookedather.Afterwhatseemedlikeforever

shewalkedpastPretty'splaceandsawhis

Mercedes-Benzthenincreasedherpacetryingto

avoidthembutunfortunatelyPrettylookedupasher

eyesfellonherspookyself.Shelookednotsogood

earlierwhensheleftbutnowshelookedevenmore

worsewithherfacedustyandherhair



PRETTY:heelangFifibathong,gorilenganun?How

didthedatego?(HeyFifiwhathappened?

SheignoredherandwalkedfasterasThembakepta

seriousfacelookingather

PRETTY:(clappedonce)Iwonderwhathappenedto

her,shepassedhereearlierandtoldmesheis

meetingupwithsomeonebutnowsheishere

lookingthismessyiyoh!

THEMBA:ignoreher,shedoesn'twanttotalktoyou

PRETTY:yesInoticedI'lljustleaveheralonethen

THEMBA:great!Nowpleasegogetyourbags

PRETTY:okay



Sheturnedwalkingtothehouseandgotherbag

beforelockingupandwentontohopinthecar

beforetheydroveoff..

MeanwhileatFifi'shouse,shegotinsidethemessy

roomandtearfullyfilledthebathingbasinwithcold

waterthenstartedgettingundressedbefore

steppinginthebasinbathingagaintoremovethe

dustthensomeoneknocked

FIFI:comein

Heopenedupandsteppedinsidewithhismuddy

shoesthenbentdownkissingher

HIM:heybabe

FIFI:tearfully)hey



HIM:areyoufine?

FIFI:yes,itsjustaslightheadache

HIM:okay

Hesatdownonmattresstakingoffhissmelly

muddyshoesasshecontinuedbathing...

ATTHECAVE

Heparkedoutsideandquicklysteppedinside

passingbytheritualspondthenthemanylarge

colourfulsnakesslippedtheirshinysoftbodiesout

thepondandbowedtheirheadsbeforehimthenhe

turnedwalkingtotheforbiddenarea.innotimehe

wasthereandhiseyesfellonZumbathehuge

snakewhoquicklysquirmedhisheavyallgreen



headtowardshimandopenedhismouthwide

swallowinghim....

ATCHURCH

sheclearedherthroatandlookedbackatthe

congregationastearsformedatthecornersofher

eyes

PASTOR:pleasegoonsister

MIA:(breakingvoice)Ijust,I.amheretothankGod

forbeinggoodtomeevenwhenIdidn'tdeserveit.

Hekeptmeandfoughtformedespitemymistakes

(Swallowedhard)Mytestimonyislongbutforthe

sakeoftimeIwilltrytomakeitshort

MeanwhileinthecongregationGracerolledhereyes

andpressedherphonewhileMsgWilliamsSadly



lookedather

MSWILLIAMS:(lowvoice)pleaseleaveyourphone

baby

GRACE:okay

SheputitawayandlookedbackatMiawithhlher

eyebrowsraised

MIA:IthankGodforhesavedmefrommytoxicself

andtodayIcanproudlysayIambornagain

and.............

#

#
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MIA:Iamproudtosayumbornagainand...

Shelookeddownasateardroppedthensherubbed

itoffsniffing

MIA:indeedheisatruelivingGodwholoves

unconditionallyandhelovedmewhenthewhole

worldrejectedme(shelookeddowngatheringthe

strengthtocontinue)youmightnotunderstand

whereumcomingfromorwhyIspeakhighlyofthe

loveofGodbutitsbecauseIgrewupwithoutlove,I

hadnoonetolovemebutthealmightydidthateven

thoughIdidn'tseeitthen..(atearfelldown)Ididn't

haveanyonetolovemewhenIwasgrowingup

becauseIdidn'tknowmybiologicalparentsand



grewupinanorphanage

MsWilliamslookedatherwithoutblinkingtryingto

gethertouchingstoryverywellasshecontinued

MIA:(breakingvoice)Igrewupinanorphanage

whereIwaslateradoptedbyacouplebuttheydied

threeyearslaterwhenIwasonlyfiveyears(her

throatdriedupastearsfelldown)

PASTOR:(softly)pleasebringherabottleofwater

MIA:(breakingvoice)onedayacruelmanentered

ourhomeandtookawaytheonlypeoplewholoved

meinthemostcruelwayrightinfrontofmyeyes,

itsasightIwishIcanforgetbecausethememories

breakmyheart.IkeptaskingmyselfwhyGodhadto

takeawaytheonlypeoplewholovedme

unconditionallyand..(sobbed)thereIwasbackto

squareone,hadnooneandwastakenbacktothe



orphanage.Lifewasn'teasyformeandIdeveloped

somuchresentmentinmyheart,Iwasangryatthe

world,IwasmadatGodbecauseIbelievedhe

doesn'tlovemeenoughifheallowedthattohappen

tome

MsgWilliamlookedcloselyatMiaandnoticedher

latefather'sresemblancethentouchedherchest

gaspingasGracelookedatMsWilliam's

rememberingthestoryshehadtoldher,itwasthe

samestoryfromdifferentpeoplesoshetearfully

lookedatMiathenbackatMsWilliam'snoticingthe

resemblance

MIA:(sobbed)fastforwardtoyearslaterwhereI

metamanwhopromisedmetheworld,hepromised

meeverythingbutnotlovesoIgotmarriedtohimso

IcanenjoyallhiswealthbecauseIthoughtlove

doesn'texist.Iknewhedidn'tlovemebutthatdidn't

bothermebecauseIthoughtmaybethislovething

isaprocesssohewilllearntolovemewithtimebut



heneverdid

GraceswallowedhardlookingatMiaandswallowed

hardwhileMsWilliam'sslowlystoodupwalkingto

thefrontwhilethecongregationlookedather

confused

MIA:(tearsstreameddownherfacebutshe

continued)Istayedforaverylongtimeinaloveless

marriageuntilonedaywhen-....(turnedlookingat

Grace'stearyface)untilonedaywhenacertain

beautifulandinnocentgirlenteredourhouseand-....

Graceburstintotearsandstoodupstormingoutof

thechurchbuildingaseveryonesadlylookedather

astheyallknewwhathadhappenedtohersinceit

wasalloverthenewspapers.Meanwhileatthefront

thetearyMsWilliamsfelldownatMia'sknees

weepingthenMiastoppedtalkingandlookedather

withhertearyeyesconfused



MSWILLIAMS:(breakingvoice)Iamsosorrymy

daughterpleaseforgiveme

Mialookedatherconfusedasthecongregation

startedwhispering

PASTOR:quietplease

MsWilliamslookedinhereyesandgotthemicfrom

herstillonherknees

MSWILLIAMS:(breakingvoice)averylongtimeago

Ifellpregnantwithababygirlthengavebirthtoher

butmyexboyfriendwasveryabusivesohe

forcefullytookthebabyawayfrommeandIthought

hewasraisingherbecauseIwasnotallowedtovisit

orseeher,sixmonthslaterIfoundoutthebabywas

actuallylivinginanorphanagesoItookthe

opportunityandstartedvisitingtheorphanageto



playwiththechildrenjustsoIcanseeher(tears

floweddownherfaceamdsherubbedthem

continuing)twoyearslatershewasadoptedbya

lovingcouple,IwasbrokenbecauseIthoughtI'll

neverseemybabyagain,luckilythecoupledidn't

leavefarfrommythenplacesoIwatchedher

growingfromadistanceanditwassomethingtome,

itmadeadifferencebecauseatleastIwasableto

seeher(shecriedevenmorebutgatheredthe

strengthtogoonasthecongregationlistenedtoher

sadstory)unfortunatelythreeyearslaterIheard

theywereambushedandkilledintheirhome,since

thatdayIneversawmybabyagainand-.......

MiaslowlysteppedbacklookingatMsWilliam'sas

tearsfloweddownherface

MIA:(shookherhead)no,no,nooohh

Thewholecongregationremainedstillastheywere

veryshockeduponrealizingthetruthandconnecting



thedotsandcompletingthepuzzle

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)Iamsosorry

MIA:(tearfully)thiscan'tbe

MsWilliamssmiledinthemidstofhertearsseeing

herfather'sresemblance

MIA:stop

Shesadlyclosedhermouthasshestoppedsmiling

andstoodupwalkingtoMia

MIA:(tearfully)noooohhh!

Shesaidthatscreamingthenfelldownonherknees

astearsfloweddownhercheeksthenMsgWilliams



tearfullykneltdownhugginghertight

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)umsosorrybaby,Ididn't

know

Shesaidthatthenjoinedinonthesadpartycrying

herlungsoutasMiaalsocriedhysterically.The

pastorsmiledemotionallylookingatthemand

walkedcloserkneelingdownjoininginonthehugas

halfofthechurchemotionallystoodupandjoinedin

onthehugleavingtheduointhemiddle...

MeanwhileoutsideGracesobbedandwipedher

tearsthenslowlywalkedtowardsthechurch

entranceandhereyesfellontheemotionalmoment

thenshesadlywatchedbeforemakingaturn

walkingbacktohercarwhereshehoppedinand

lookedatherredtearyeyesontherearviewmirror

thenstartedthecardrivingawaysadlyasherheart

poundedhardagainstherchest.Sheheldontothe

steeringwheelastearsstreameddownherface



temporarilyblurringhervisionthenacarcamefrom

theothersideathighspeedandsheturnedlooking

atitthenscreamedloud

GRACE:(screaming)Aaaahhhhhh.....

Shescreamedherlungsoutasshelostcontrolof

thecarthentherewasaloudbang....

MEANWHILEATTHECAVE

Thelargesnakeboweditsheadclosertotheground

thenhesteppedoutallwetwithaslipperyshiny

mucus-likeliquidalloverhisclothes.Hebowedin

respectandturnedwalkingawaywherehepassed

bytheritualspondthenthelargecolourfulsnakes

slippedtheirshinysoftbodiesoutofthepondto

performtheusualritualbeforehemadehisway

out..soonenoughhewasathiscarsohetookoffall

hisclothesandleftthemonthegroundthenhopped



insidethecarnaked,hereleasedhishandtothe

backseatsgettinghisgymnbagandgotdressedup

beforedrivingoff......

Thirtyminuteslaterhedrovepastagroupofpeople

whohadgatheredaroundlookingatthetwocars

whichhadcollidedagainsteachother,heclickedhis

tonguebecausetheyhadcrowdedtheentireroad

andtherewasnowayhecouldpasssohe

impatientlysteppedoutandwalkedtotheside

lookingathiswristwatchcheckingthetime,hethen

lookedtotheothersideandhiseyesfellonhiscar's

registrationnumber,hisheartskippedthenhe

quicklywalkedoverthen......

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

heparkedthecarthentheysteppedoutchattingand

laughing



THEMBA:doyoupromisetospendthewholeweek?

PRETTY:hellno!Ihaveasmallbusinesstorun

THEMBA:ohhcomeonbabe,Iwillfundyouthenyou

openanotherbigbusiness,ashop,boutique.You

willtellmewhatyouwanttodo

PRETTY:(excited)areyouserious?

THEMBA:yes

PRETTY:ohhmaGod,thamkyou,thankyouso

much

THEMBA:(smiling)soyouwillstay?

PRETTY:(smiling)well........



Heunlockedthedoorthentheysteppedinside

chatting...........

#
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Hisheartskippedandhequicklywalkedoveras

peoplemadenoisewhileothersweretakingpictures.

Beforeheknewittheparamedicswerealreadyinthe

scenewiththeirambulances'ssirensmadenoiseas



hewalkedovertothecrushedMercedes-Benz.He

heldhisbreathandwalkedclosertothecarbending

andsomeonepulledhimfrombehind

MAN1:(pullinghim)don'tgetcloser

MAN2:(shouting)everyonemove!Move!

Theymovedbackasthepolicealsopulledupinthe

sceneandquicklysteppedoutoftheircarrushing

overtothebloodyscene

POLICEMAN:(shouting)stayback!Move!

EveryonemovedabitbackasMandlastruggled

tryingtopullofffromtheman'sgrip

MANDLA:(tearfully)thatsmygirlfriendinthere,



pleaseletmegoIneedtoseeifsheisokay

Meanwhileatthebloodyareatheparamedicsman

hurriedoverwithabodybagwhiletheothersalso

tookpartinassisting.Hebentandopenedupthecar

asadeadbodyslidoutfallinghardonthegroundas

morebloodgushedfromthevictim'sforehead.He

movedhishandupherbodycheckingherpulsethen

sadlyshookhisheadandopenedthebodybagas

theyliftedthelifelessbodyputtingitinsideand

zippedupthebag.

MeanwhileattheothersideMandlascreamedhis

lungsoutastearsstreameddownhisfacewhilethe

manheldhimtight

MANDLA:(screaming)noooooohhhhhhb

Hecontinuedcryinghislungsoutwhiletryingto

escapefromthemansgripbuttonoavail.



MAN1:checkthepassenger,sheisstillbreathing

Hetriedtoopenupthedoorbutherbodystuck

betweenthedoorandthesteeringwheel

MAN2:(totheotherone)getasowsheisstuck

Hehurriedgettingthesowastheystartedasthey

startedtearingthedoorrescuingherwhileshe

screamedinagony

HER:(screaming)iyooohhh

Theygentlyheldherandpulledheroutasherleg

remainedinsidethecarandonlythenshecameto

realizethatshehasactuallylostherotherleg,more

bloodgushedoutfromherbrokenlegasshesilently

cried.Thepaininherlegwasnumbedbythepain

shefeltinherheartasshetriedtoimagineherlife



withoutherotherleg,sheswallowedhardasher

throatdriedupthentheyputheronthestretchbed

andpulleditinsidetheambulance.

MANDLA:(screaming)pleaseIneedtoseeifsheis

okay,letmego

POLICEMAN:pullheraside,thisisacrimescene

Theypulledhimasideastheotherparamedicals

struggledtoopentheothercar...

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

ShesmiledtakingaseatasThembasatnexttoher

her

THEMBA:(smiling)sowhatdoyousay?



PRETTY:about?

THEMBA:whatIsaidealier?

PRETTY:(ssoftly)Ithinkitwouldbetoomuch

THEMBA:comeonbabe

PRETTY:youalreadydidalotformeIcan't

THEMBA:I'mnottakingnoforananswer,okayhow

aboutyoutellmetheonethingyouhavealways

loveddoing?

PRETTY:like?



THEMBA:whatyoureallylovedoingorwishyoucan

dotomakemoney

PRETTY:(sadly)wellIalwayswantedtobea

beauticianbutIjustneverhadmoneytomakemy

dreamcometrue.

THEMBA:'(smiling)ohhsowhatdoyouneed?

PRETTY:huh?

THEMBA:Imeantodoallthat?

PRETTY:(thoughtfully)well,Ineedaplacetorent,

maybetwopeopletohelpmeandjustothermaterial

stuff

THEMBA:okay,letsgogetallthatyouneed.



Hereyeswidenedlookingathisseriousface

PRETTY:bu-....

THEMBA:(interrupted)nobuts

PRETTY:okaybutIstillhavetodomoreresearch

aboutotherneededthings

THEMBA:great!GettothatwhileIgofreshenup

PRETTY:okay

Hestoodupheadingtotheshowerwhilesheputthe

WiFipasswordandstarteddoingherresearch,her

facelituplookingatallthebeautyproductsthenshe

downloadedmorepicturesandvideos



PRETTY:(outloud)ohhmyGodnails,do.Istill

rememberhowtodothem?

Sheclickedontheyoutubevideo'swatchingand

smiledfeelingencouragedandconfident

PRETTY:(smiling)ohhGodmakeup

Shewatchedafewmakeupvideosreminding

herselfofafewthingsthensmiledhappily,shestill

couldn'tbelievethatherdreamswereabouttocome

true,shehadalongtimeagogaveuponherdreams

andambitionsbecauseshedidn'thavestartup

capitalsolostallhopeandfocusedonthesmall

tuckshoptomakeendsmeet

PRETTY:(loud)ohhGodmassageointments



Shegotapenandpaperfromthetableandstarted

scribblingdowneverythingwhilesearchingformore

ontheotherhand...

Anhourlaterheappearedfromthepassagelooking

allfreshandyummyassheturnedlookingathis

sexyselfinadmiration

THEMBA:done?

PRETTY:(smiling)Iguess

THEMBA:okayletsgo

PRETTY:sure

ShestoodupashebenttakingtheRangeroverkeys

fromthedrawersbeforeheadingoutwithher



following.Heturnedandopenedthegaragedooras

itslidupwhileshewatchedcompletelyshocked

PRETTY:(surprised)somanycars?

THEMBA:letsgo

Heheldherhandwalkinginsideasheopenedupthe

doorforherthenshehoppedinsidestilltaken.She

lookedaroundthecomfortableniceandcleancar

admiringitsfancinesswhilehesteppedinsideand

startedthecarreversingout.Heturnedfacingthe

gateashegrabbedtheremoteopeningupbefore

drivingoff

PRETTY:(lookingathim)Wow!

THEMBA:what?



PRETTY:Ijustdidn'tknowyouarethisfilthyrich

THEMBA:(keptquiet)

PRETTY:butwhydidyoustaythatlongatsuchan

oldoneroom,youevenwalkedinthesameclothes

everyday.Howisallthispossible?

Thembatookaquickglanceatherandlookedback

ontheroad

THEMBA:itsaverylongstorybutIalwayshadall

thesethings

PRETTY:ohh?

THEMBA:yep,sotellmewhyyouagreedtomeetup

withsucha.poorguywhowasstayinginaoneroom?



PRETTY:I..IguessIjust..(changedhermind)you

knowwhatnevermind

THEMBA:notellme

Heheldherhandanddroveslowlypullingoffthe

roadandparkedbesideitbeforelookinginhereyes

THEMBA:(softly)tellme

PRETTY:(shyly)well....Ijustthoughtyouareanice

guyand...

THEMBA:youlikedmedidn'tyou?

PRETTY:(laughing)what?NoIjust...(Heinterrupted

her)



THEMBA:youdon'thavetobeembarrassed

Heheldbothherhandsandturnedlookinginher

prettyfaceandswallowed

THEMBA:IloveyouPretty,Iwanttobewithyouand

onlyyoupleasetellmeyoualsowantittobeme

fromnowuntilforever

Shelookedstraightinhiseyesandslowlyleaned

overclosinghereyesandplantedhersoftlipson.his,

heletgoofherhandandmovedhisuptoherface

gentlyholdinghercheekpassionatelykissingher

backastheirheadstiltedbeforesheslowlypulled

backandlookeddownshyly.Thembasmiledlooking

atherthenplantedasoftkissonherforehead

THEMBA:(softly)IloveyouPretty



PRETTY:(shyly)IloveyoumoreThemba

Hesmiledhappilyandheldherhandstartingthecar

withanotherthendroveoffastheyplayedsoft

music.Shesmiledandwentonstealingglancesat

hiscuteface,herheartfeltsomuchoverjoyedand

complete.Forsomeweirdreasonshefeltsafe

aroundhimandtrustedhimwithherlife,shefor

a.littlewhiletriedtosuppressherfeelingsforhim

becauseshefelthewaswayaboveherleaguebut

aftertodayshewassurehemeanteverywordhe

saidanddecidedtoappreciateherfeelingsforhim

andnothidethemanymore

PRETTY:(inhermind)ifIdieIdie

ATCHURCH

Theyslowlywalkedbacktotheirseatsasthepastor



gotthemicwhilethetwostooduprubbingofftheir

tears

PASTOR:wethankGodforthiswonderfulre-union

andIbelievethisisGod'swill.(Lookedatthem)you

areblessed

MeWilliamswipedhertearssmilingwhileMia

lookedatherstilloverwhelmedbyemotions.Finding

outMsWilliam'swasthebestthingthat'sever

happenedtoherasshefeltsomuchoverjoyed,for

a.momentshewasmadatherbutafterlisteningto

herheartbreakingstoryshefounditinherheartto

forgiveherforalltheyearsshemissed,shefoundit

inherhearttounderstandwhereshewascoming

frombecausetheonlypersonsheblamedinthis

Casewashersocalledfather.Shesmiledwhile

tearsofjoyfloweddownhersmoothface,she

rememberedhowthepooroldwomanwasalways

byhersideevenwhenshedidn'tdeserveit,she

rememberedhowshewalkedconfidentand



shamelesswithheraroundthemallduringthe

wormsandwoundstime,shewasonepersonwho

supported,gaveherstrengthandhopewhenthe

wholeworldrejectedhereandnowfindingoutthe

goodnewssomehowjustexplainedthe

unconditionalloveshegotfromhersincedayone.

MSWILLIAMS:(topastor)thankyou

HesmiledlookingatherasMeWilliamsturned

lookingbackatMiatearfully

MSWILLIAMS:I'm.sosorrydear,pleaseforgiveme

forbeinganabsentmother,IamsosorryIwasn't

therewhenyouneededmethemost,I'msorryyou

neverexperienceda.mother'slove.Pleaseforgive

me

Mialookedathertearfullythenpulledasmileinthe

midstoftheoverflowingtearsandheldherfound



mother'shand

MIA:IunderstandwhereyouarecomingfromandI

amnotmadatyou,umjustgladwefoundeach

other.Youhavealwaysplayeda.mother'sroleinmy

lifesincewemetandyoudiditoutofthegoodness

ofyourheart.Youdidn'tknowIwasyourdaughter

butyoustillshoweredmewithlovethatnooneever

offeredme.Youstuckwithmeandsupportedme

whilethewholeworldwasthrowingstonesatme

butyounevergaveuponme,youwerethereforme

throughitallandhelpedmefindmyself.You

introducedmetoGodandgavemehopeonceagain,

Istartedseeingthingsdifferentlyallbecauseof

you.(shesmiledandrubbedhertearsoff)thereis

justalotthatyoudidformeand.....

Shesaidthatandrememberedtheothertimewhen

sheassaultedthepooroldwomanbefore

dismissingherfromworkandthatbrokeherheart

intomanysmallpieces



MIA:(sadly)pleaseforgivemeforhowItreatedyou

inthepast,Iwasdisrespectfulandarrogant.Istill

can'tgetoverthatdaywhenIlaidmyhandsonyou

andIthasbeeneatingmeup

MSWILLIAMS:itsokaymydeardontworry,Iforgive

youforeverything.(gentlyrubbedhercheeks)and

thankyouforforgivingmeforeverything

Theybothgotlostineachotherdarmsaseveryone

watchedtouchedthenthepastorclearedhisthroat

PASTOR:thattooklong,letswrapuptheservice

thendepartfromthrholygroundbrethren

MsWilliamsheldMia'shandtightlythentheywalked

awaytotaketheirseats.MsgWilliamslookedaround

andnoticedGracewasn'taroundthensighedsadly

lookingatthefront.Mianoticedhersuddensadface



andconnectedthedotsthenlookeddown

sadly..Meanwhileafterclosetoanhourthepastor

finishedpreachingandwrappedupeverything

beforeallowingeveryonetoleaveashewalkedto

MsWilliams

PASTOR:(smiling)Iamgladyoufinallyfoundyour

longlostdaughter.

MSWILLIAMS:Iammorethanhappypastor

PASTOR:(smiling)youareblessed

BOTH:thankyou

PASTOR:Ihavetobesomewheresoletmeleave

thenseeyouonWednesdaythenwetalkproperly



MSWILLIAMS:okaypastor

HepatMsWilliamsshouldersandwalkedawayas

theytwoleftquietly

ATTHEACCIDENTSCENE

theyopenedtheothercarandpulledheroutputting

herheavybodyonthestretchbedbeforewheelingit

away.

MeanwhileatthefarsideoftheroadMandlalooked

atitscreaminghislungsout

MANDLA:(crying)noooooooh..

Hefellonhiskneesastearsstreameddown

uncontrollablypeoplemovedtheirphonestohisside

takingvideosofhimthenthepolicemanhelpedhim

uptothecarbeforedrivingofffollowingthe



ambulance

ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

Sheunlockedthedoorandopenedupwhileher

phonerang,shequicklyopenedthebagandlooked

ATtheunknownnumberanswering

MSWILLIAMS:hello

Herjawdroppedasthephonefelldown.........

#
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Herjawdroppedasthephonefelldownbeforeshe

brokedowncryingasMiawatchedclueless.

MIA:(softly)what'sgoingon?

GRACE:(screaming)nonotmybaby

MIA:whathappened?

ShecontinuedcryingthenMIAbentpickingupthe

phoneandputitonherearlistening.



VOICE:hello,hello,areyoustillthere?

MIA:yesmam,whatdidyousay?

GRACE:yourdaughterwasinvolvedinacaraccident

pleasehurrytothehospital

Mia'smouthdroppedassheslowlylookedather

cryingtearfully.Forsomereasonshefeltherheart

breakingforGraceandhopedshewasokay.

MIA:letsgo

MeWilliamstriedtostandupbutherfeetweretoo

heavysoMiahelpedherupcarryingheronher

shouldersthentheyleapedoutside.

MIA:wewon'tgettothetaxistopletmerushthere



whileyouwaithere.Iwillcomebackforyou

MSWILLIAMS:(noddedtearfully)

Mialetgoofherassheslowlysatonthechair

cryingherlungsout

MIA:umcomingback

Shehurriedtothetaxistopwhiletearsfloweddown

hercheeksluckilyataxipassedandstoppedbythen

sheleanedoverthewindowashereyesfellonthe

guywhousedtransportherduringthedarkesttime

ofherlife

HIM:(sadly)heyareyoufine?

MIA:(tearfully)nopleaseIneedataxitakemetothe



hospital

Hesteppedoutofthecarandwenttoherside

holdinghergently

TAXIMAN:(softly)getinside

Heopenedupasshehoppedinsidebeforehe

closedthedoor

MIA:wehavetogobackformymo-.......MsWilliam's

HIM:(bucklingup)okay,whereisshe?

MIA:notfarfromhere,I'lldirectyou

HIM:okay



Hestartedthecardrivingasshewentondirecting

himandinnotimetheyapproachedtheyardthen

Miaquicklysteppedoutandwalkedovertoher

motherholdingherastheywalkedtothecar

MIA:(sadly)pleasedon'tcry,Ibelieveshewillbe

fine

MSWILLIAMS:(continuedcryingoutloud)

Theyhoppedatthebackseatsashesadlylooked

attheirtearyfacesandswallowedhard.

ATTHEMORTUARY

Hewalkedintheroomastheycalledhiminsideto

identifythebodysoheheldhischestbreathing

heavilyandlookedastheyunzippedthebodybag



thenhesighedrelieved

MANDLA:(breakingvoice)Itoldyoushewasinthe

Mercedes-Benz,umsuresheisthelastoneyou

rescuedandwheeledawayinabedstretcherplease

takemetoher

HER:okaysir

TheyzippedtheblackbodybagasMandlaslowly

walkedoutwithhisheadfeelingveryheavy.Hefelt

hisheartbreakingthinkingofthepossibleinjuries

shemighthavebuthewashopefulandgrateful

knowingthepersoninthebodybagisn'this

preciousGrace,atleasttherewasstillhope,all

he.longedforatthismomentwasto.seeher.

HER:sir,areyouokay?



MANDLA:(touchedhishead)I'mfeelingdizzy

Heleanedonthewallsupportinghimselfasthey

heldhim

HER:(holdinghim)water,gethimsomewater

Thewomanquicklybroughtaglassofwaterand

gavehimthenhegulpeditalldownbeforehe

startedwalkingout

HER:here,letmegoseethedoctorandenquire

aboutherstatebeforelettingyouin

MANDLA:(saton.thehospitalchairsnodding

tearfully)

Shewalkedawayanddisappearedintothewards



whereshefoundthewomanwiththebrokenlegall

bandagedasthedoctorstoodnexttoher.

HER:heyDoctor,Ihaveamanhereandhewantsto

seeGrace,wethoughtmaybesheistheoneatthe

mortuarybutturnsoutwearewrongbecausehe

confirmedit

DOCTOR:ohhyeah,therewereonlytwopeoplein

theBMW,oneislateandtheotheroneisthislady.

(Lookingattheladybedridden)Letmesedateher

andtakeyouuptoGrace

Hegotthesyringeandbentprickingherwiththe

injectionassheflinchedalittleanddozedoff

DOCTOR:done!UmsureGrace'sfamilywillbehere

anytimebecausethereceptionistmanagedtogeta

holdofthemealier,letsgo



Theyturnedwalkingoutchattingandmadetheirway

intothenextroomashereyesfellonthetearfulgirls

face

DOCTOR:(smiling)youareoneluckyperson

Shesmiledtearfullylookingupatthedoctorandher

heartbrokeasshewashopingtoseehermotherbut

itappearedshewasnotcominganytimesoon.The

nurseandthemaledoctorcontinuedchattingnext

tohertalkingabouthowshegotoffluckyand

unharmedwhileothersgotbadlyinjuredtothe

extentofoneevenlosingherlife.Liketheywerenot

thereshelookedtothesideastearsstreameddown

herfacerememberingthelasteventsleadingtoher

tragedyandherthroatdriedupasshefeltherheart

breaking.Everythingthathadjusttranspiredallina

daywastoomuchforonepersonandshewas

failingtocontainherpainsosheburstoutcrying

hystericallyasthenursewalkedoutcallingMandla

in



GRACE:(crying)hhhhmmmmm....

Hewalkedintearfullyandquicklywalkedovertoher

pullingoffthesheetscheckingherlegsbutshewas

allgoodandwhole.Hesmiledtearfullyandlookedat

Gracewhosemindwasmilesaway

MANDLA:(softly)babe

Hetouchedherhandassheslowlylookedathim

andsmiledalittlehappytoseehim.

Atleastsomeonestillcaredabouthersorrylife"she

thought"

Shelookedathimandsmiledemotionallythinking

abouthowmuchhehasbeenthereforher,Mandla

hasalwaystriedbyallmeanstobethereforherand

helpherhealfromherpainfulpastwhenherown

mothercouldn'tcarelessandexpectedhertoheal

overnight.Thethoughtofhowhermotherfailedto



sympathizeandbethereforherbrokeherhearta

milliontimesandmadeherbreakdownbutsheheld

herselftogetherandworeasmilelookingatone

personwhowastherethroughthickandthin.

MANDLA:(smilinghappily:)youarefinebabe,can't

believeitandIactuallythoughtyouare...(swallowed

painfullyasthebodybagimagecrossedhismind)

MANDLA:IthankGodyouarefinebabe,areyou

feelinganypain?

Heheldhertearycheekswaitingforananswer

GRACE:(smilingtearfully)I'mokay,thedoctorsaid

I'llbereadytogobackhometomorrow

MANDLA:'(rubbedhistears)youalmostgavemea

heartattack



GRACE:(smiledemotionally)youarecrying?

MANDLA:(laughedrubbingthetearsoff)nobabeits

just...somethinggotin.myeyes

GRACE:(smiling)stoplyingIcanseeyouarecrying,

Ididn'tknowyouaresuchacrybaby,youcanrelax

nowbecauseI'mfine

MANDLA:(smiledholdinghercheeks)umsoglad

youarefine,Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddowithout

you,Ican'tloseyouagain

GRACE:(smilingtearfully)youwon'tlosemeagain.

Hesmiledthenleanedoverkissingherdrylipsas

thenurseanddoctorwatchedadmirably



NURSE:(smiling)aww,thisissocute

DOCTOR:(smiling)youcansaythatagain,Iswear

thisguywould'vecompletelylostitifthenews

turnedoutbad

NURSE:yeah,hewasbreakingdown,youshould've

seenthehugesighheheavedafterrealizingitwasn't

herebodybackthere

DOCTOR:(smiling)aww,hetrulylovesher.Sheis

blessedtohavesuchahotshotinherlifekanathis

guyisbig

NURSE:yeahhey,loveliveshere

Theysmiledlookingatthembeforethenurseturned

walkingout



NURSE:iyoh,letmeleave

DOCTOR:okay

Sheturnedwalkingoutasthetwoladieswalked

overpanting

MIA:(tearfully)weareheretoseeGrace

NURSE:ohhsheiswithsomeonenowbutyoucan

goinside

ShedirectedthemtoherwardasMiaheldMs

William'shandtightly

MIA:(sadly)pleasedon'tcry,umsuresheisokay



TheysteppedinsideasMandlaturnedlookingat

themthenbackatGracewhosefacialexpression

instantlychangedwhenhereyesfellonMia,her

throatdriedupastearswelledupinhereyes,she

blinkedonceasthetearsstartedflowingdownher

faceandMsWilliamsquicklywalkedtoherandheld

her

MSWILLIAMS:'ohhbaby,umsogladyouare

okay,(lookedup)'ohhthankyouJesusforsavingmy

child

Shepulledthesheetsoffscanningherwholebody

andcriedtearsofjoywhilethetwolookedateach

other.Mandlaclenchedhisteethangrilythengot

Grace'shandkissingherbeforewalkingoutpassing

byMiawithoutsayingaword

GRACE:(breakingvoice)pleasedon'tgo



HeturnedandlookedbackatGraceasMsgWilliams

coveredherup

MSWILLIAMS:howareyoufeelingbaby?

SheignoredherandfixedhereyesatMandlawho

walkedovertothebedsideandheldherhand

kissingitwhileMiaquietlywatchedwithoutany

feelingswhatsoever.Forsomeweirdreasonshe

didn'tfeelanythingandheldnothingagainsthim,

shedidn'tevenfeeljealous,maybeit'sbecauseshe

alwaysknewtheywouldenduptogether,shehad

seenthelovehehadforherinhiseyesalongtime

agoandnowhadmadepeacewiththefactthathe

neverlovedherbutratherusedher.

MSWILLIAMS:(heldhercheek)baby

SheignoredherandheldtighttoMandla'shandas

MsWilliamslookedbackatMiaandremembered



MSWILLIAMS:(walkedovertoMia)pleasewait

outside

Shenoddedandsadlywalkedoutaseveryoneinthe

roomwatchedherthenGraceturnedtohermother

andbrokedowncryinghysterically

MSWILLIAMS:um.sorrybaby,pleasestopcrying

Shebenthuggingherasshecontinuedcrying

then......
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Heclearedhisthroatandshelookedbackathim

MANDLA:(whispering)letmegivespace

GRACE:(nodded)

HeturnedwalkingoutasMsgWilliamshuggedher

tightrubbingherback

MSWILLIAMS:umsogladyouarefinebaby

TheypulledofffromthehugasMsgWilliams



rubbedhercheekssmiling

MSWILLIAMS:Godisgoodindeed

Gracelookedathersmilingthenthedoctorwalked

backinside

GRACE:visitinghourshaveelapsedplusIneedto

checkafewthingsandmakesuresheisreallyokay

MSWILLIAMS:okaysir

DOCTOR:(smiled)

MSWILLIAMS:(toGrace)letmegobaby,Iwillcome

backintheeveningokay?

GRACE:(softly)okayma



Shebentkissingherforeheadthenslowlywalked

out.

MeanwhileoutsideMandlapassedMiawithouta

wordasshecalmlylookedathimwalkingaway

MSWILLIAMS:letsgodear

MIA:howisshe?

MSWILLIAMS:sheisallgoodandnotinjured,I

thankGod

MIA:(smiledrelieved)wowthatsgreat

MSWILLIAMS:yeah,letsgetgoing

Miasadlylookedatherandthenlookeddown



MSWILLIAMS:what?

MIA:Ican'tcomewithyoubecauseGracecan't

standmeandIunderstandherreasons.It'stoosoon

toexpecthertoacceptmeafterthepainIputher

through.HerknowingthatIwasbehindtheThailand

sagawasbadenoughbutnowfindingoutthather

veryownsistergaveheruptothedogsisworseand

certainlyisn'tsomethingyoueasilycometoterms

with.Ifeelyouhavebeentoomuchconcernedabout

melatelyandforgotaboutyourdaughterinthe

process,Icanonlyimaginehowshefeelsrightnow.

MSWILLIAMS:(sadly)butIcan'tabandonyouas

well,,Ijustfoundoutthatyouaremylonglost

daughterand-.............

MIA:(sadly)butyoualwayshadadaughterbefore

meand.youcan'thurther.Iunderstandhowshe



mustbefeelingnow,sheprobablythinksIamgoing

toreplaceherandtakeherplaceinyourlifeandits

normalforhertofeelthatway.Pleasetrytogiveher

assuranceandbethereforher.Findouthowshe

feels,makeherfeelfreetoopenuptoyou,justdo

somethingtohelphermoveonfromherpainfulpast

anddon'tforcehertomoveonbutratherhelpher

moveonbybeingunderstandinganddon'texpect

hertobefineandacceptmebecausehonestlythats

nothappeninganytimesoon

MSWILLIAMS:(sadly)maybeyouareright,Inever

triedtofindouthowsheisfeelingandIexpected

hertomoveonquickly.(Sheheavedahugesadsigh

andcontinuedtalking)Ifailedmydaughterand

madeherfeelalone.NowthatIthinkaboutit,the

onlypersonwhohavebeenthereforherisMand

-...(pausedthoughtfully)

Miasmiledatherwithacalmlook....



MIA:(smiling)Mandla,youcansayit.Don'tmindme

becausethatissomethingIhavemadepeacewith

andumsooverhim.Apartofmealwaysknewthey

wouldenduptogetherbecauseIsawthelovehe

hasforheronhiseyessofeelfree,thisguybelongs

inmypastandIthankGodforhealingmeand

helpingmegetoverhimandIcertainlydon'thavea

problemwithwhoeverhechoosestodate

MSWILLIAMS:(smiledproudly)Iamsoproudofyou

MIA:(smiled)

MSWILLIAMS:letsgodear,wewillsortoutthe

livingarrangementswhenGraceisreleased

MIA:okay

Theyturnedwalkingawaytothetaxistopandluckily



thetaximanfromealierpassedby

HIM:(stoppedsmiling)hey

Theyhoppedinsidethenhesteppedonthe

acceleratordrivingaway

SOMEWHEREINTHECITY

shedraggedherfeetwithafrownonherface

PRETTY:I'mtired,thisisheavy

THEMBA:(smiling)butwearealmostdonebabe

PRETTY:haish,okaybabe



Shewalkedfasterthenherphonerangfromher

pocket

THEMBA:yourphonebabe

PRETTY:(tookitoutandlookedatthescreen)hey

friend

FIFI:heyfriend,pleasehelpmeoutwithsomethingI

needyourfavour

PRETTY:okay

FIFI:pleaseborrowmeonethousandpula

PRETTY:(eyeswidened)what?

FIFI:(desperatevoice)pleasefriend



PRETTY:wherewouldIgetthatamountofmoney

nehFifimma?

FIFI:(keptquiet)

PRETTY:Idon'thavethatmuchmoney,itsalot

friend.Umsorry

FIFI:(rolledhereyes)ohhplease!Yousurehavealot

ofmoneyPretty,youjustdontwanttohelpme

PRETTY:(sighed)Idon'thavemoneyFifiyouknow

evenmytuckshopdoesn'tmakemuchprofit

FIFI:(withattitude)Ican'tbelieveyouareturningme

downPretty,somefakefriendswehave



PRETTY:(offended)what?

FIFI:(attitude)yesPrettyIknowyoujustdon'twant

tohelpbecauseIknowyourboyfriendisrichsurely

hegivesyoumoneybutnowthatyouaredatinga

richguyyoudecidetoforgettheonepersonwho

wasthereforyouduringyourdarkestdays

PRETTY:(sadly)whyareyoubeinglikethis?

FIFI:seSafelengseatlholamo'girl,otlaregopola

ronaboFifi(nothinglastsforeverandyouwill

remembermeoneday)

SheslowlymovedherhanddownasThembalooked

athersuddensadfacethengotherphoneputtingit

onhisearlisteningtoFificursingher,HEsighed

angrilyandhungup



THEMBA:don'ttakeittoheartbabe,sheisjusta

bitterandjealousfriend,Ineverlikedherforyou.

PRETTY:(sadly)Ican'tbelieveshereallythinkInow

lookdownuponher,ImeanwhywouldIdothat

THEMBA:stopthinkingabouther,sheisjustjealous

andmiserable

PRETTY:(keptquietasherwordsranthroughher

mind)

THEMBA:pleasesmileformebabe,Ihateseeing

yousad

PRETTY:(fakedasmile)happy?

THEMBA:well,that'sbetter.let'sgodroptheseoffin



thecarthengograbpizza

PRETTY:(smiledabit)justwhatIwanted

THEMBA:Iknowright!

Theyturnedtotheparkinglotandputtheshopping

bagsinsidebeforeturningback

THEMBA:isthatallyouneeded?

PRETTY:notreally,whatabouttheplace?

THEMBA:ohhthat,worrynot,I'llaskoneofmy

acquaintancestogetusanaffordableplacetorent

PRETTY:(smiling)great



THEMBA:haveyouthoughtofaname?

PRETTY:well,Ihaveafewnamestochoosefrom

andIneedyouropinionon.that

THEMBA:okay,

Theysteppedinsideandwalkedtothecounter

wheretheypaidoffandwaitedafewminutesbefore

gettingtheirpizzaorderastakeaway

THEMBA:willeatathomeright?

PRETTY:(laughing)no,youwilleatathomebecause

umdigginginassoonasIhopinsidethecar

THEMBA:(laughing)wheredoyougetallthis



appetite

PRETTY:(laughing)Iwasbornlikethatbaby,talk

aboutfoodandtalkaboutme

Helaughedcarryingthelargeboxofpizzaand

lookeddownatherbutt

THEMBA:andyouareevengainingweight

PRETTY:(stoppedsmiling)areyoucallingmefat?

THEMBA:(laughing)what?Nobabe,ofcoursenot

Prettylaughedastheyhoppedinsidetherangerover

drivingoff....

ATMSWILLIAMS



theysteppedoutofthecarandwavedashelooked

inhereyeslost

MSWILLIAMS:(louder)thankyou!

HIM:(snappedoutofit)ohh,yeahbyema

MSWILLIAMS:byedear

Miasmilednoticinghowhepanickedandthelook

hejustgaveher

HIM:byeMia

MIA:bye,ohhandInevergotyourname?



HIM:YaonebutyoucancallmeYaya

MIA;(smiling)ohhbyeYaya

HesmiledanddroveawayasMiaandMsgWilliams

walkedintheyard.....
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Sheunlockedthedoorthentheysteppedinsideas

Miashottothekitchenfollowedbyhernewfound

mother

MIA:umsohungry

MSWILLIAMS:metoo,letmemakeussomethingto

eat

MIA:noIwilldoitma,umsureyouneedabitofrest

MsgWilliam'sheartskippedabithearingher

addressheras"ma"thesoundofherhumblevoice

meltedherheartandleftherinsmiles.

MIA:what?

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)itwasreallynicehearing



yousaythatanditfeltsoright

MIA:(lookedathersmiling)

MSWILLIAMS:letmegositdownwhileyouwork

aroundhereplusyouhavetofamiliarizeyourself

withtheplace

MIA:(smiling)alright

MsWilliamsturnedgoingtothelivingroomasMIA

startedopeningthekitchendrawerspreparing

supper.

ATTHEHOSPITAL

Sheclosedhereyestryingtosleepbutitwasmore

ofastrugglesosheturnedtotheothersideand



thoughtfullypressedtheredbuttoncallingforhelp,

innotimethedoctorwasinherroom

DOCTOR:(softly)hey,areyoufine?

GRACE:myphone,canIhaveit?

DOCTOR:Ohhyeah,ofcoursedear,letmegogetit

GRACE:alright

HeturnedwalkingoutasGracesighedsadly,she

triedtositupabitbutflinchedasherarmhurt

GRACE:(frowned)ouch!

DOCTOR:(walkingincarryingherphone)areyou

fine?



GRACE:(withabitofafrown)myarmsisabit

painful

DOCTOR:ohhwewillhavetocheckitthen(handed

herphoneover)here

GRACE:thankyou

Shegotherphoneandlookedatthescreen,itwas

stillonandhadafewmissedcallfromMandla.

DOCTOR:Iwillcomebacktoseeyou

GRACE:(lowvoice)okay

HewalkedoutasGracecontinuedlookingather

phone'sscreensadly,shewashopingtofindmissed

callsfromhermotheroratleastamessage.She



wassurethatshehadalreadyarrivedathomeand

thoughtshewouldremembertotextherandlether

knowthatshearrivedsafelybutno,therewasno

suchmessageinherphone.Shebreathedout

heavilyandcontinuedlookingatherphonehopingto

seeitringwithcalleridentitywritten"mom"she

waitedforafewminutesbutsighedputtingitaway

thengatheredallstrengthgettingoffbed,herbody

wasn'treallyinpainbutshejustfelttooheavyand

tired.Shebenton.herkneexnexttoherbedand

foldedherarmspraying

GRACE:heavilyLord,pleaseforgivemeformysins,

forgivemeforthesinsIdidknowinglyandthose

thatIdidunknowinglydearLord.Washmewithyour

bloodonceagainandpurifymybodyandmysoul,

makemecleanandwashawaythestainsonmy

gownheavenlyfather.(Tearsformedatthecorners

ofhereyesthenshelookeduptostopthemfrom

fallingandcontinuedwithherprayer)fatherIam

brokenanditsonlyyouwhocanfixme,fixmeLord

andtouchmyheart,touchmylifeandLord



-...(swallowedhard)helpmeforgivethosewho

wrongedme,teachmehowtoletgoofthepastand

thingsIcan'tchange.Givemestrengthandthe

couragetogoonfromhere,father,thankyouonce

againforsavingmylife,indeedyouareatrueliving

Godwhokeepshisword,yousavedmemanytimes

andgavemeachanceatlife,thankyouLordfor

fightingmybattles,inthemightynameoftheLord

JesusChristIpray.Amen

Shegotupfeelingalittlebitlightandhoppedonthe

bedfeelingalotbetter,herspiritwasliftedasshe

feltalotatease,prayerhasalwaysbeenapowerful

tooltoher.Shelaiddownsmilingabitassheonly

realizednowhowmuchshehadbeendistantfrom

God,shelookedupasherpastor'swordscrossed

hermind.Itallmadesensenowbecauseshealso

couldseehowfarfromGodshehadbeen,shelet

resentmentandpaintakeoverherheartthatiteven

destroyedherrelationshipwithGod,remembering

howmuchofaprayerwarriorsheusedtobe

saddenedherbutsheconsoledherselfbypromising



herselftorekindletherelationshipandturnbackto

God.Shewentonandontravelingaroundthetrain

ofthoughtsuntilsheeventuallydozedoff.....

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

TheysteppedinsidethehouseasThembaputthe

shoppingbagson.thecouchandturnedbackagain

togetmorefromthecaroutside,hewenton.andon

gettingeverythingthensatdownwhenhewasdone

PRETTY:comewashyourhands,ilwarmthepizza

sothatyoucaneat

THEMBA:okaybabe

Hegotmakinghiswaytothekitchenandwashed

hishandsassheopenedthemicrowavewarmingit,

fewminuteslatertheywerealldoneandwentoutto



thelivingroomwherehethrewhistiredselfonthe

couchasshebentgivinghimthepizzaandaglass

ofjuice

THEMBA:thankyou

PRETTY:(satdown)thatwasonelongdayhey

THEMBA:Ishouldn'thavecomealong,nexttimeI'm

justgivingyoumycardsoyoucangobyyourself

babemma

PRETTY:(laughing)nowaysbabe,Ican'triskgetting

lostaroundthebigcitysoumsorrybutyouare

stuckwithme

THEMBA:(mouthful)whatever!



Shebrieflylaughedashetookthelastbitethen

gulpedthejuicedown

THEMBA:(swallowing)thiswasreallynice

PRETTY:yeah

ShetooktheplateandputitonthetableasThemba

lickedhislips

PRETTY:thereissomethingonyourlips

Helickedaroundhislipsbutitstillstuckon

PRETTY:itsstillthere,letmehelpyou

Sheleanedoverandusedherfingertotakeofthe

pizzapieceashelookedinhermarbleeyes,she



threwthepieceintheplateandlookedbackathim

smilingasThembaslowlybroughthisfacecloserto

hers,shesmiledshylylookinginhiseyesashe

closedhiseyes,theirnosestouchedasheplanted

hislipson.hers,shekissedhimbackastheirheads

tilted,hemovedhisbodyprettyclosetohersand

suckedherlipsmoremovinghishandgentlyonher

bodyuptoherboobs,shesoftlymoanedinpleasure

ashesqueezedherbreasts

PRETTY:(moaning)mhm...

Hearinghersoftmoansturnedhimonevenmoreas

hismachinehardenedevenmorepokinghispants

THEMBA:(muttered)fuck!!

Hemovedhisotherhandtothebackandunzipped

herdressasitfelldowntoherstomach,hepulled

offfromthekissandlookedathersmoothlight



body,herboobslookedsocuteinthenudebrashe

wasputtingonastheyformedasexycleavagethat

lefthimcompletelyaroused

THEMBA:shit!

Hesmiledseductiveandmovedhishandstoher

backpullingthestringsofherbraoffthenitfell

downexposingherpointysexyboobs

THEMBA:(muttered)dammitbabe!Youhaveafine

body

Sheshylylookeddownthenheheldherchintiltingit

upandplantedhislipsonhersasshefilledher

pantieswiththewarmjuices

PRETTY:(moaning)mhmm......



Hegotupandliftedherbeforemakingaturnand

slowlywalkedtothebedroomwhileshelookedat

hiscutefacewithsleepyhornyeyes.Hestepped

insideandgentlylaidheronthebedbeforepulling

herdressoff,whenhewasdonehethrewthedress

onthefloorandlookedathercookieinthelace

pantyshewasputtingon,helookedinherhorny

eyesandpulledthepantyoffbeforetakingoffhis

clothesthengotontopofhernakedbodykissingher,

feelinghisnakednicesmellingbodyontopofhers

sentherintoanotherworldassheheldtightonto

himsuckinghislips,hishardmachinehadpressed

againstherotherthighandhadjuicesdrippingout

wettingherthigh

THEMBA:(softly)babe

Morejuicesdrippedfromhercookiethenhemoved

hishandtohercookieandsmiledinpleasureashe

feltthewarmjuices,hetouchedherclitasit

throbbedleavinghermoaning



PRETTY:(moaning)ohh,ahhhhhh....mmmhhm

Hesmiledlookinginhereyesandpartedherlegs

gettinginbetweenandshovedhiswholemachine

insidethen#$&@!....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Hegotundercoveranddialedhernumberbutitrang

unansweredthenhesighedandhunguptextingher

Typing....

MANDLA:goodnightmylove,Iwillcomeseethat

prettyfaceagaininthemorning

GetwellsoonMrsMathews.



Hesentthemessageandputhisphonedownbefore

closinghiseyes....

ATMSWILLIAMS

MIA:haveyoucheckedonGrace?

MSWILLIAMS:(mouthful)Iforgottotellherweare

home,Letmecallher

MIA:(thoughtfully)okay

MsWilliamsgotherphoneanddialedhernumber

butitrangunanswered

MSWILLIAMS:sheisnotpickingup

MIA:maybesheissleeping



MSWILLIAMS:yeah

MIA:pleasetryheragainbeforeyousleep

MSWILLIAMS:okaybaby,Iwill

Theycontinuedeatingsupperandallwenttheir

separatewayswhentheyweredone....

$@&#!..WILLBEPOSTEDATTHEGROUP

TOMORROW
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Hepulledoutandkneltbetweenherlegsashisthick

juicesdrippedonhertummy

THEMBA:(muttered)fuckbabeyouaresosweet

PRETTY:(lookedathimbreathingheavily)

Hebentclosertoherfaceandplantedasoftkisson

herlipsbeforereachingforthetissue,hesmiledat

herwhilehewipedthejuicesoffhertummythen

threwittothesideandlaidbesideher

THEMBA:(lookinginhereyes)Iloveyoubabe



PRETTY:(whispering)Iloveyouevenmorebabe

Hesmiledandpulledherinhisarms......

THENEXTDAY

sheslowlyopenedhereyesandrubbedthem

clearinghervisionassheyawned.Shereachedfor

herphoneandpresseditasacutesmileformedon

herlipsreadinghismessage

((MANDLA:goodnightmylove,Iwillcomeseethat

prettyfaceagaininthemorning

GetwellsoonMrsMathews.))

Shesolovedthesoundofitasithadaniceringtoit



GRACE:(smiledwhispering)MrsMathews

Shesmiledendlesslythenthedoorflungopenasthe

doctorwalkedin

DOCTOR:(smiling)goodtoseeyousmiling

GRACE:morningdoctor

DOCTOR:morningdear,Icantellyouarefeelinga

lotbettertoday

GRACE:(smiling)Iam

DOCTOR:greatbecauseIalsohavegoodnews,you

arereadytogohome

GRACE:(facelitup)really?When?



DOCTOR:evennow,callyourmother.

GRACE:(happily)ohhthankyou,I'llcallhernow

Shelookedatherphonepressingitanddialedher

numberbeforeputtingitonherearlisteningasit

rangunanswered

GRACE:(sadly)sheisnotpickingup

DOCTOR:tryagain

Shedialedherandputitonherearagainbutstillit

rangunanswered

GRACE:Sheisstillnotpickingup



DOCTOR:umsosorry,tryyourfriend

GRACE:(thoughtfully)ohhyes,letmecallhim

Shedialedhernumberandhepickeduponthefirst

ring

MANDLA:(smiling)princess

GRACE:(smiling)hey

MANDLA:morningbabe,howareyoufeeling?

GRACE:muchbetter,canyoucomepickmeup?

MANDLA:wow!Sotheyreleasedyou?



GRACE:yes,areyoucoming?

MANDLA:offcourse

GRACE:alrightbabe

Shesaidthatandtouchedherlipssmiling,forthe

firsttimeinherentireexistence,shecalledsomeone

babeanditfeltsoright

MANDLA:(louder)babe?

GRACE:(snappedoutofit)ummhey,bye.Iwillstart

packing

MANDLA:nobabe,don'ttouchanythingIwilldoall

thatwhenIgetthere,okay?



GRACE:okaybabe,bye.

MANDLA:byeMrsMathews

Shesmiledandhungupasthedoctorlookedather

smiling

DOCTOR:youguysaretrulyinlovehuh?

GRACE:yeah,butwhyareyousayingthat

DOCTOR:(brieflylaughed)Icanseeitinyoureyes,

yourfacealwaysbrightensupatthementionofhis

nameplusIsawthelovebetweenyouguys

yesterdaywhenhecamehere.Itwasn'tascoldas

whenyourmotherandthatotherladywholookslike

yougotinhere



Grace'sfacialexpressioninstantlychangedasshe

woreasadlookthatwasvisibletohim,seeingthat

hemighthavehitanerveheclearedhisthroatand

turnedwalkingaway

DOCTOR:(clearinghisthroat)ohhum.....

Heheldthedoorknobreadytoopenupbutthen

thoughtfullystoppedandwalkedbacktoher

DOCTOR:(softly)um.sorryifthatoffendedyouIjust

-.......

GRACE:(softly)itsokay,itsnotyoubutme

DOCTOR:(softly)do.youmindtalkingaboutit

Shelookeddownandlickedherdrylipsthenhe



thoughtfullyreachedforhispocketstakingouta

smallcontainerofvaseline

DOCTOR:here,takethis

GRACE:(lookedupathisface)thankyou

Shegotitandopenedthecontainerapplyingiton

herdrylipsslowly,fewminuteslatershewasall

doneandgaveitbacktohimbeforeshesadly

lookeddownswallowinghard

GRACE:(softly)yesyouareright,theatmosphere

wasabitcoldbecauseofcertainthingsthat

happenedinthepast,Iwasgettingoveritbutshe

doesn'twanttounderstandwhereumcomingfrom

anditsaffectingourrelationship,(lookedathim)um

sureyouheardaboutgirlswhowereabductedby

humantraffickersandendedupinThailand



DOCTOR:(remembered)ohhyes,you(coveredhis

mouthshocked)Ihavebeentryingtoremindmyself

ofwhereIsawyoubecauseyoulookedsofamiliar

GRACE:(smiled)yes,itsme.itwasalloverthe

newspapers,butitdoesn'tendthere,whenIcame

backIcametoashockingrealisationwhenIfound

outthatladywhoismylookalikeistheonewho

soldmetothetraffickers.Asifthatwasn'tenough

shehadbefriendedmymotherandtheyspentmore

timetogether,gettingovereverythingwasvery

difficultbecausealothappenedbackthere,Ilostmy

selfthereanditwashardfindingmyselfagain,my

motherdidn'treallyhavetimeformebecauseshe

wasbusynursingher,trustmeithurtbutIwas

slowlymakingpeacewitheverything(swallowed

hard)IwasmakingpeacewitheverythinguntilI

foundoutthat-........

DOCTOR:(curious)what?



GRACE:that-....thatsheismysister.

Shebreathedoutheavilyasthedoctor'seyes

widenedsurprised

DOCTOR:what,wow!

GRACE:yeah

DOCTOR:wow!ThisisdeepIdon'tevenknowwhat

tosay,wow!

Helaughedbrieflyshakinghisheadandheldhis

waistlookingather

DOCTOR:I'msosorrydear,Ihopeyoufindpeace

anditallworksoutintheend



GRACE:(smiling)thankyoubutIthinkafterthe

conversationIhadwithGodyesterday,Ifinallyfeel

muchbetter,yesthinkingaboutitallhurtsbut

um.slowlymakingpeacewithitbecauseits

somethingIcan'tchange.(ThoughtofMandla)um

justgladIamstillaprioritytosomeone,atleastone

personstillcares

DOCTOR:(softly)okdearumgladyouarepositive,

butI.mustadmitthatIreallyadmireyoubecause

youaresuchastrongpersontohavebeenableto

withstandallthis

GRACE:(smiled)

DOCTOR:letmeleaveyoutostartpacking

GRACE:okay,andthankyouforlistening,Ifeeleven

muchbetternow



DOCTOR:alrightdear,bye

GRACE:(waved)

Heturnedwalkingawayasshelaiddownpressing

herphonecallinghermotherbutitstillrang

unansweredthenshetypedamessage

Typing.........

GRACE:helloma,Ihavebeenreleasedfromthe

hospital

Shesentthemessagethenputthephoneaway

MeanwhileoutsideMandlapaceddownthecorridor

andmetthedoctorhalfwaythrough



MANDLA:ohhhidoctor

DOCTOR:(smiling)MrMatthews,Goodtoseeyou

again

MANDLA:well,Iamheretosee-..

BOTH:Grace!

MANDLA:yes,shejustcalledaskingmetocome

pickherup

DOCTOR:alright,goon,shemustbepacking.Pass

byreceptiontosignherreleaseforms

MANDLA:alrightbye

Theybothturnedwalkingawayandinnotimehe



wasatthedoorwhereheopenedupthenhiseyes

fellonherlyingdownself

MANDLA:(softly)hey,babeareyousleeping?

GRACE:(turnedlookingathimwithasmile)hey,that

wasquick

MANDLA:ithadtobe

Theybrieflylaughedasheleanedoverplantinghis

softlipson.herforeheadbeforeleaningback

MANDLA:umgladyouareokaynow

Hegentlycaressedhersmoothcheekbeforehe

turnedgettingherbag



MANDLA:(lookedaround)thereisn'tmuchtotake

here

GRACE:yeah,justbringthat

Shepointedtotheothersideashegottheother

smallbagandwalkedbacktoherholdingher

MANDLA:letsgobabe

GRACE:okay

Shesatuprightthenheputthebagsdownholding

herasheliftedherpetitebodyup

GRACE:(Laughing)um.goingtofall

MANDLA:relaxbabe,youwontfall



Shetightlyheldontohisjacketashewalkedoutof

herroomgettinginthecorridorandonnotimehe

steppedoutofthebuildingapproachingtheparking

lotwhereheopenedhiscarwithonehandand

gentlylaidheronthepassengerseataseveryone

watchedadmirably

NURSE1:(smiling)Lovelivesthere

NURSE2:youcansaythatagain,thisgirlisblessedI

meanwhoonearthgetstheMightyMrMatthewsfor

aboyfriend.

Theybrieflylaughedandcontinuedchattingas

MandlaclosedthedoorPacingbackintothe

buildingwhereheturnedtoreception

MANDLA:hello



RECEPTIONIST:(smiling)goodmorningMr

MatthewshowmayIhelpyou?

MANDLA:umheretosignGraceWilliams'srelease

forms

RECEPTIONIST:(softly)ohh,letmegetthem

Shestoodupandwalkedtotheshelvesswinging

hersexybodythenbentdownashershortdress

revealinghersmooththighsthenshegotthefileand

walkedbackwithaflirtatioussmile

RECEPTIONIST:(handingitover)here

Hegrabbeditwithastraightfacethenbentdowna

bittakingthepensigningthepapersandgavethem

backtoher



RECEPTIONIST:(lookedthroughthepapers)

umm...youforgotthenumbersection,writedown

yourphonenumber

MANDLA:okay

Hegotthepapersandfilledinhisnumber

MANDLA:done

RECEPTIONIST:'okay

Heturnedwalkingawayasshelookedathimwith

dust

RECEPTIONIST:(inhermind)talkaboutfinethings,

dammit!



Shegotthepenbitingitthenthoughtfullypaged

throughthefileandcopiedhisnumberdown.

Meanwhileattheparkinglothehoppedinsideand

buckledupbeforedrivingoff..

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

heslowlyopenedhiseyesandlookedatthe

sleepingbeautyinfrontofhimthencarefullygotoff

bedandtiptoedtotheloungewithhisphonewhere

hequicklybrowsedthroughhiscalllogandlanded

onFifi'snumberanddialedit,sheansweredonthe

veryfirstringthenhelookedbackwhispering

THEMBA:(lowvoice)hey

FIFI:(scared)hi,umsorryforcallingPretty,Iknow

shetoldyouaboutit,IpromiseIwon'tdoitagain,



pleasedo-....(interruptedher)

THEMBA:(softly)relaxFifi,umnotcallingbecauseof

thatIjustwanttoapologizeforhowItreatedyouthe

lasttime

FIFI:(smiled)what?

THEMBA:yes,umsorry,canImakeituptoyou?

FIFI:(happily)yes,ofcourseandIlongforgaveyou

THEMBA:okay,canwemeettomorrow?

FIFI:yes,willbefreetomorrow

THEMBA:alright,Iwillcallyoutomorrow,anddon't

tellPrettybecauseyouwouldbespoilingeverything



FIFI:Iwon't

THEMBA:alright,tomorrow

FIFI:bye

Hehungupandwenttothekitchenasontheother

sideFifismiledhappily.......
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Sheslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedtohisside

buthewasn'ttheresoshepulledthesheetsoffand

gotoutofbedwalkingtotheclosetnakedthenbent

lookingbetweenherthighsasjuicesdrippeddown

PRETTY:(frowned)ahh..

Shereachedtothedressingtableandgotatissue

andwipedherselfthenreachedforhergown

dressingup,shetieditupandsmiledthinkingabout

lastnightasshewalkedoutofthemasterbedroom

passingbythekitchenwhereshestoppedsniffing

PRETTY:mhmm....

Sheturnedandwalkedinonhimashewasbusy



fryingsomething

PRETTY:smellsyummy,whatareyoumaking

THEMBA:(holdingontothepan)itsyourfavorite

PRETTY:ohhnice

Shepulledthestoolfromthekitchencounterand

satdownadmiringhisbusyself...

MEANWHILEINTHECAR

hedrovetowardstheirgateandparkedasshe

openeduphoppingoff

SheturnedbackopeningthebackdoorthenMandla

hurriedtoher



MANDLA:nobabe,I'llcarrythebags

GRACE:(smiled)

Hegotthebagsandclosedupastheymadetheir

wayinsidethequietyard,soonenoughtheywereat

thedoorandshetriedopeningupbutitwaslocked

GRACE:it'slockedandIdon'tknowwhereonearth

mykeysare

Shesighedandknocked,meanwhileinsideMia

stretchedherarmsyawningandgotupleavingher

bedroomtoattendtheknock.Sheturnedthekey

andheldthedoorknobpullingthedoorthentheir

eyesmet,itwentawfullyquietforafewminutes

thenMiaclearedherthroat



MIA:ohhumm...I...

Meanwhileinside,MsWilliamsleftherroom

yawningmakingherwaytothedoorwherehereyes

landedonGrace

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)ohhbabyyouarehereI

thought-...

Shesadlysmiledatherandturnedwalkingawayas

Mandlawatchedclueless,hecouldn'tunderstand

howMiaendedupatMsWilliam'shousesohe

sighedandturnedfollowingGrace

MANDLA:babe

Sheignoredhimandpacedtothecarwhereshe

quicklyopenedupandhoppedinside,shefeltthe

tearsformingbutlookeduppromisingherselfnotto



cryorbreakdownasMandlaopenedupandputthe

bagsinsidebeforehoppingin

MANDLA:babe,whatisgoingon?

Sheignoredhimandcontinuedlookinguptostop

thetearsfromfalling,seeingherremindedofallthe

hardtimesinThailandandliterallybroughtback

everymemory,whathurtmostisthathermother

waschoosingheroverandoveragain.Sheclosed

hereyesasthetearsfloweddownherfacethenshe

quicklyrubbedthemandopenedthedoorhopping

off

GRACE:umcoming,Ihavetodoonelastthing

MANDLA:(confused)canIcomewithyou?

GRACE:(softly)no,Ineedtodothisoneallby



myself

Sheturnedwalkingbackinsidewhereshefoundthe

duoseatedonthecouch

GRACE:(atthedoor)canIcomein?

MsWilliam'squicklystoodupandwalkeduptoher

withasadfacebutGracesmiledathercalmly

GRACE:(lookinginhereyes)Irememberhowyou

usedtocryoveryourlonglostdaughter,Iwould

neverforgethowyouwouldbesadandcryfordays

thinkingofher,youkeptontalkingaboutheralmost

everydaybutInevergottired,Inevergottiredof

listeningtoyou,Iunderstoodthatitwassomething

youwouldn'tgetoverintheblinkofaneye,yesyou

gaveuplookingforherbecauseeveryleadbecame

adeadend,butthefactthatyoustoppedlooking

didn'tmeanyouwereovertheloss,no,youjust



madepeacewithiteventhoughthepainand

thoughtofhowyoulosthercutdeepwithinyour

heart.(shepausedandsmiledholdingherhands)I

amgladIwasthereforyouthroughitall,IamgladI

alwayshadtimetolistentoyoursobstory,I'mgladI

nevergottiredofseeingyourtearseverytimeyou

talkedabouther,IamproudofmyselfforI

understoodyourpain,Inevergottiredofbeingthere

foryouandIwastheretowipeyourtearsandtell

youthatitwillallbewell,IthankGodforgivingme

thatpatientheart(sheswallowedhardandlookedat

Miasmiling)andtodayIamhappybecauseallyour

problemshavefaded,maybethesadmemoriesyou

hadwillfinallystophurtingbecauseyoufoundher.

(Lookingatherquietself)sheneverstoppedtalking

aboutyouand-......(swallowedhardandlookedback

atMsgWilliam's)iamgladyoufoundyourlonglost

daughterma.

Shekissedherforeheadandletgoofherhands

walkinguptoMiaasMsWilliam'slookedather

tearfully



GRACE:(smilingtearfully)Idon'thaveanything

againstyouandumhappyyoufoundyourmother,I

canonlyimaginehowharditmusthavebeento

growupasanorphan...(tearsflowedthenshe

rubbedthemcontinuing)Iamsureshelovesyoua

lotBecauseshealwayshadasoftspotforyoueven

beforefindingoutaboutyourrelation.(Lookeddeep

intohereyes)ImustadmitthatImadeamistakeby

entertainingyourthenhusband,wewerenotdating

thenbutumsorryforentertaininghimbecauseit

waswrongandIshouldn'thavedonethat..(breaking

voice)as.muchasIhurtyou,butIwillprobablynever

understandwhyyouresortedtosuchanextreme

measure,givingmeuptostrangerstobea

prostitutewastheworstthingeverandIwill

probablyneverheal,Ican'tgetoveritandit'sslowly

eatingmeaway,(rubbedatearoff)Iwasexchanged

bymorethantenmenin.justonedayandIhadto

pleasethem

Miasadlylookedinhereyesastearsstreamed



downherface,justthethoughtofherlittlesister

beingexchangedbymenbrokeherheartandraised

herheartbeat,

Yessheisright,thatwasextremeanditcannotbe

justified"shethought"

GRACE:attimesIwouldspenddaysunabletowalk

becausemyprivatepartsweretearedupand

wounded,despitemystate,Istillhadtoattendthe

clientsandpleasetheminbed,Ihadtoignorethe

painandopenmylegssotheycandowhatpleases

thembecauseIwasjustasextool,apartofmedied

backinThailandandIwonderhowyoufeelknowing

youdestroyedsomeone,youkilledmemanytimes

but-...(rubbedhertears)butIjusthopeonedayIwill

gettounderstandyourreasonsforputtingme

throughallthat,IhopeonedayIwillbeabletolook

atyouandfeelnothing,IhopeIfinditin.myheartto

forgiveyoubecauserightnowIcan't,um.stillhurting

andIhavenoone,nooneisthereformeduringthis

hardrecoveryprocess,noonecaresenoughtoask

howumdoingandeveryoneexpectsmetohealand



moveonbutitsnoteasy,nooneunderstandwhere

um.Comingfromexceptforonlyoneperson,thereis

justonepersonwhostillcaresbutthat'sokay,at

firstithurtmebecauseIneededmorethanjustone

personbuttodayIfeelawholelotdifferentandnow

aftertalkingtoyouIMustsaysomethinginmy

heartmoved

MsWilliam'slookedathersadlyas.noweverything

sinkedin,sherealizedhowmuchshefailedher

daughterandfailedtosupportherwhensheneeded

herthemost,tearsfloweddownasshesadly

watcheddisappointedinherself.Shehadbeentoo

busywithMiaforgettingherbabyandforcedherto

heal,hearingGraceexplainhowshehadbeenthere

forherinthepastshowedherjusthowmuchshe

failedher,shefailedtodowhatGracedidforherand

thatcutdeep

Graceturnedbacktohermotherandforcedasmile



GRACE:Iamsorrybutumnotovereverything,Ican't

pretendtobeokaywhenumnotandIdon'texpect

youtounderstandnowbecauseyouneverreallydid.

Shesaidthatthenturnedstormingoutastears

streameddown,shewalkedoutofthegateand

hoppedinthecarbeforerubbingthemoffandpulled

a.smile

GRACE:(smiling)wecango,Ican'tstayherefornow.

MANDLA:okay

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff,meanwhileinside

Miawalkeduptohermotherandhuggedhertightly

rubbingherback

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE



theyfinishedhavingbreakfastthenshegotthe

plateswalkingtothekitchenandputtheminthe

Zink

THEMBA:Ihaveameetingsoletmetakeaquick

shower

PRETTY:butIthoughtyousaidyouarefreetoday

THEMBA:itsanemergencybutIwon'ttakelong

PRETTY:(washingtheplates)okaybabedon'tforget

totalktoyourfriendabouttheplace

THEMBA:alrightbabe

Hewalkedtothebathroomwherehetookoffhis

pajamsandsteppedintheshowertakingaquick



one

Innotimehewasalldoneandreadytoleaveas

Prettywalkedinonhim

PRETTY:(smiling)youlookgood

THEMBA:thanksbabe

Hekissedherlipsandlookedathiswristwatch

THEMBA:letmebouncebabe

PRETTY:alrightbye

THEMBA:loveyouprettylittlething



PRETTY:(laughing)loveyoumorecutelittlething

THEMBA:youshouldstopcallingmethat

PRETTY:whatever!

Helaughedandheldthedoorknobopeningupand

walkedout......

MeanwhileatFifi'shouse

Herphonebeepedthenshequicklypickeditup

readingthemessagewithawidesmile

FIFI:Iknewyouwouldn'tresistmeThemba

Shegotupandpickedhersmallmirroradmiringher

face,shepoutedgottheredlipstickapplyingonher



lips

FIFI:perfect!

Shemovedthesmallmirroraroundherdarkface

andgotthebabypowderapplyingonherdryface,

thepowderstuckinhereyebrowsasshecontinued

rubbingitonhercheeks,becausethemirrorwastoo

smallshecouldn'tseethepowderthatstuckinher

eyebrowsandthemoreshepoutedwasthemore

herlipstickstucktoherteeth

FIFI:(smiling)Iamgoingtogetyoutiger,yobareng

Prettyyoketlogomofetsamabela,shewontknow

whathither,andIshouldgoseethatsangoma

today.IgotyouThembababes.

Shepoutedandadmiredherfaceonthemirroras

herskindrynessmadeherlookpale...



Anhourlater.....

Herphonebeepedthenshegotherphonereading

themessage

MESSAGE:waitingforyouatthelastspot

Typing...

FIFI:coming

Shegrabbedherlongreddressandwalkedoutata

fastpace

NEIGHBOR:heelaFifi,oyakaekamoseseomolele

yaana,legonehaontsemosetlhamomatlhong

yaana,oitshasitseng?(HeyFifi,whereareyougoing

withsuchalongdress,andyourfacelookssopale



anddry,whatdidyouapply)

Fifiignoredherandrolledhereyesassheclapped

oncelaughing

NEIGHBOR:aitsekanaFifiKemathataamotho,

bonayaakaataboga,kanaotlogolalaaole(haiFifi

issuchadifficultperson,sheisevenrunningandI

swearsheisgoingtofall)

Fifiignoredherandgrabbedtighttoherlongdress

running.

FIFI:(loud)shitFifi!youaresweating,slowdownnow

Shesloweddownandrubbedthesweatoffher

foreheadwithherhand



Tenminuteslater

Shesawhiscarandsmiledwalkingover,hespotted

herontherearviewmirrorandopenedupthedoor

thenshesmiledandsteppedinsidethen.........
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Shesteppedinsideandhefrownedlookingather

messyfacethathadsweatdrippingonherforehead



tohertoherdryanpaleface

FIFI:(smiling)hey

THEMBA:(forcedasmile)hey,thatwasquick

FIFI:Iknow

Hereachedforatissueandhandeditovertoherall

smilesself

THEMBA:thoughtyoumightneedthis

FIFI:ohhthankyou,sothoughtfulofyou

Shegotthetissueandwipedthesweatoffbefore

pullingtherearviewmirrortohersideandlookedat

herselfpoutingashelookedathershakinghishead



THEMBA:(clearedhisthroat)umm....Icameto

apologizeforhowItreatedyouthelasttime

FIFI:(widesmilethatrevealedherredteeth)likeI

said,itsfinereally,Ilongforgaveyou

THEMBA:great!(smiling)soIhaveanoffertomake

butthereareconditions

FIFI:okaytellmeaboutit

THEMBA:conditionsfirst,youdon'ttellanyone

aboutituntilIshowyouwhatI'mtalkingabout

becauseifyoutellasinglesoulthenyouwouldhave

messeduptheopportunityoflivingagreatand

fancylife,rememberhowIstruggledandstayedin

theoneroom?



FIFI:yesIrememberallthat

THEMBA:great,soIwanttomakeituptoyouand

introduceyoutosomeonewhohelpedme,hewill

definitelyhelpyouthenyoustartlivingthebestlife

Shelookedathimtotallysoldtotheideabecause

sheknowshowhewasstrugglingbackthen,seeing

howheinstantlytransformedlefthercurioustofind

outmore

THEMBA:sowhat'syourtake

FIFI:(smiling)umallin,Isocan'twaittostart

lookinglikethegoddessthatIam

Shesaidthatwithhershouldersabitraisedandher

chestoutassheconfidentlysnappedherfingers



THEMBA:great.(Thoughtfully)umm...waithereI

wanttopee

FIFI:okay

Hesteppedoutandwenttothebackofthecarand

lookedaroundmakingsurethatthecoastisclear

thenhesighedin.reliedandtookouthisphone

dialinghim

HIM:boss

THEMBA:onemore,beready

HIM:sureboss

Hehungupandwalkedtothedoorandhopped

insidelookingatthehappyFifi,shesmiledback



shylylookinginhiseyes

THEMBA:(forcedasmile)what?

FIFI:(shyly)noIjust,umjustcuriousaboutPretty,

doesthismeanyouwon'ttellheryouhelpedme?

THEMBA:noIwon'ttellherandyoushouldn'taswell,

unlessyouwanttoruinyourchancesofgettingthe

riches

FIFI:ofcourseIwon't

THEMBA:great,ummm...Ithinkweshouldleavenow

FIFI:now?

THEMBA:yes,unlessyouarehavingsecond



thoughts

FIFI:(brieflylaughed)ohhno,wecanleave

Helookedaroundmakingsureallisclearthen

startedthecardrivingoff...

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

theydroveinsidequietlythenheparkedinfrontof

hismansionbeforetheysteppedout,hereachedfor

herbagsandclosedthedoorastheywalkedinside

thehouse

THEMBA:(puttingthebagsonthecouch)areyou

goingtotalkaboutit?

GRACE:(sighedthrowingherexhaustedselfon.the



couch)Miaismysister

Hisheartskippedashismouthwidenedsurprised

MANDLA:what?

GRACE:yeah,rememberherlonglostdaughterstory?

MANDLA:ohhyes,shetoldmeaboutityearsago

GRACE:well,thelonglostdaughterturnedouttobE

Mia

MANDLA:(laughedin.disbelief)ohhwow,butwhat

makesyousosure,Imeansurelyyoucan'trelyon

somecookedupstories

GRACE:theirstoriesarethesameandbesides,they



looksomuchalike

MANDLA:(thoughtfully)andnowthatyoumentioned

thelooks,Ijustrealizedhowyoutwoevenlookalike

butstill,youcan'tjustrelyonstoriesandlooks,ask

yourmomtoperformDNAtest,justtobesure

GRACE:IwilldothatbutIdon'twanttogettoo

involved

MANDLA:thisisonefuckedupshit

GRACE:(heavedasighlayingback)canwenottalk

aboutit

MANDLA:okbabe,letmegomakeyousomethingto

eat



GRACE:(frowned)'no,I'mnothungry

MANDLA:tellthattosomeonewhowilllistentoyou

Heturnedandmadehiswaytothekitchen...

ATMSWILLIAMS

MSWILLIAMS:(rubbedhertears)letmegoseeour

Pastor

MIA:(lookingin.hertearyeyes)alright

Shesighedandturnedwalkingtowardsthedoorbut

stoppedhalfway

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)ohh,yourphone



Shewalkedtothetableandpickedavasetakingout

something

MSWILLIAMS:Iforgottogiveittoyouwhenyougot

back,itsoffthough

MIA:(mouthwide)OhhGod,Itotallyforgotaboutit,

thankyou

Shegotitsmilingandswitchediton

MSWILLIAMS:(weaksmile)okbaby,Iwillcallto

checkuponyou

MIA:'alrightbye

ShewalkedoutasMiawentthroughherphone



smiling...

MeanwhileatYaya'shouse,hethrewhisbodyonthe

couchandgothisphonesighingashewentthrough

hiscontactsthenMia'snumberappeared,helooked

atitforafewminutesandrememberedithadn't

beinggoingthroughforalongtimenow,heclicked

onitandpresseddeletebutthoughtfullywentastep

backanddialeditbeforeputtinghisphoneonthe

earlisteningandsuddenlyhisfacelitupashepulled

aninfectioussmile

YAYAH:(loud)yes!

Itrangforafewminutesthenshepickedupwitha

frown

MIA:hello



YAYAH:(clearedhisthroat)hey,itsYaone

MIA:(confused)Yaone?

YAYA:yes"Yaya"thetaxidriver

MIA:(rememberedandpulledasmile)ohhhey,how

areyou?

YAYA:great,sotodayyourphonefinallywent

through

MIA:(smiling)soyouhavebeentryingtocall?

YAYA:everyday!

MIA:(laughing)ohhlier



YAYA:(brieflylaughed)umnotlying,justagreeto

meetupwithmeandIwillshowyoumycallhistory,

itsallMiaMia

MIA:isthatyouaskingyoutoseemeinasmartway

YAYA:(shruggedhisshoulders)well,Ijustwantto

showyoumycallhistorysoyoucanstopcallingme

alier

MIA:(laughingsoftly)whatever,youthinkyouare

smarthuh?

YAYA:trustmethereismoreyoudon'tknowabout

mebutatleastnowyouknowumsmart

Mialaughedandenjoyedlisteningtohisvoiceashe

braggedinasexyway



MIA:okayMr"Smart"whendoyouwanttoseeme?

YAYA:shit!Wasthatyousaying"yesIwouldliketo

seeyoutoo"?

MIA:'(rolledhereyessmiling)tellmewhenbeforeI

changemymind

YAYA:(smiling)okay,okay.Howistoday

MIA:(thoughtfully)umm....nottodaybecauseI'm

kindofinthemiddleofsomething,howistomorrow?

YAYA:tomorrowitis,Iwillcomepickyouup

MIA:okaybye



YAYA:bye

Hehungupsmilinghappilyandstooduptakingoff

hisgucciwatchbeforeheproceededtothemaster

bedroom.

Meanwhileatthehospitalreception

Shegotherhandbagknockingoffandcatwalked

herpetitebodyoutofthebuildingasheadsturned

admiringherprettyself,shewassousedtogetting

theattentionthatitdidn'tgettoherormakeher

excitedanymore.

Fewminuteslatersheunlockedhercarandopened

upsteppinginsideandpulledtherearviewmirror

admiringherprettysmoothandflawlessface,she

wasn'tjustthenormalbeautifulbutwaswaytoo

beautifulwithmarbleeyesandcutedimplesthat

doubledherbeauty..sherememberedsomething

thenreachedinherhandbagtakingherphone



smilingendlesslyasshepresseditanddialedhim.

MeanwhileontheothersidehegaveGraceherplate

asshelookedatthemouthwateringfoodreadyto

digin

GRACE:thankyoubabe

Hesmiledatherthenhisphonerangandhereached

inhispockettakingit

MANDLA:hello

HER:(seductively)heyMrMatthews,rememberme?

MANDLA:no.Idon't,whoisthis

HER:(softly)thereceptionist!



HelookedbackatGraceandnoticedshewasn't

payingmuchattentionthenhewalkedtothe

bedroomthen.......
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MANDLA:.(whispering)whatdoyouwant?

Sherolledhereyesandsmiled



HER:comeonMrMatthews,isn'titobvious?

MANDLA:(serioustone)Idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout,pleasegettothepoint

Shelostabitofherconfidencehearingthe

seriousnessinhisvoiceasshewasusedtohaving

everythingherownwayandneverreallygotrejected

byaman,shealwayshadmendroolingoverherand

wassurehewouldn'tbeabletoresistherbutnow

aftertheirconversationshewasn'tsosureanymore

butsheputonherbravearmourshootinghershot

HER:(bold)IlikedwhatIsawealier

Helaughedindisbeliefshockedbyherboldnessand

theconfidenceinhervoice,hehadgirlsthrowing

themselvesathimbeforebyjustactionsandnone

ofthemhadtheconfidencetosayitoutthatbold



andtodayhemetoneofakind,heclearedhisthroat

tryingtospeakbutgottonguetiednotsurehowto

respond

MANDLA:I....Idon'tunderstand,whatexactlydoyou

want?

HER:you,Iwantyou

Hequicklyhungupandswitchedhisphoneofftrying

todigestwhathejusthadasitwasafirst,hethen

sighedandputhisphonebackinthepocketgoing

backtothelivingroom

MANDLA:it'sverylatenow,Iwanttotakeabath

GRACE:okay,afteryou



Heturnedgoingtothebathroomassheputthe

plateaway....

SOMEWHEREINBOTSWANA

heslowlyapproachedwherehewasparkedand

steppedonthebreaksbeforehehoppedoffmeeting

himhalfwayandlookeddownathisJordan

sneakersadmiringthem

THEMBA:yohman,somefineshitrightthere,where

didyougetthem

HIM:(smiling)IgottheminUKlastmonthman,

wholetowncryingoverthem

THEMBA:(lookingatthem)shit!Ineedmethesebra.

(Lookedupathimadmiringhistodieforoutfit)and

youlookgreattoo,Iswearshewon'tsuspectathing



now

HIM:sheismeetingupwithamillionairesoIhadto

lookthepartman

TheybrieflyLaughedthenThembalookedbackin

thecarashiseyesfellonfifi'sexcitedface

THEMBA:letsgo

Theywalkedtothecarandstoppedatthe

passenger'ssideandshequicklyopenedthedoor

steppingoutasshelookedatthenewguyfrom

headtotoeadmiringhiswardrobetaste,hesure

lookedlikesomeonewhocanmakeitrainandthe

expensivebrandshewasputtingongaveher

assurance

FIFI:(smiling)wow!



THEMBA:meetmyfriendMoyo,MoyothisisFifi,like

Itoldyoushewantstobepartoftherichworldand

promisedtonottellasoulaboutthisarrangement

MOYO:(straightface)great!Umgladshedoesn't

mindtheconditions,let'sgo

FIFI:(frowned)go?

MOYO:yes,youwillhavetocomewithme,Themba

willcomeandpickyouaftermaybefourhourswhen

wearedone

FIFI:butitsalreadylateandverydark,can'twedoit

tomorrow?

Hegaveheran".Iamimpatientlook"thenturned

walkingawayasThembapulledFifi'shandangrily



THEMBA:Ican'tbelieveyoubroughtmehereonlyto

dothis,youjustpissedhimoffandhemightnever

consideryouagain

Fifilookedathimwalkingawayandswallowedhard

regretting,shesoftlyslappedhercheekandlooked

atThembaashereyesglitterd

FIFI:umsorryI...Pleaseaskhimtocomeback

THEMBA:dammitFifi!

Hepacedbehindhimandpathisshoulderspeaking

loudlyforFifitohear

THEMBA:pleasedontleave,shemadea.mistake



HeturnedwithaseriouslookandwalkedbacktoFifi

wholookedathimwithbegging,umsorryeyesas

ThembaheavedahugeSigh

MOYO:(straightface)gowaitinmycarifyouare

comingalong

FIFI:ofcourse

Shequicklywalkedpasthimpacingtothesilver

masseratiandopenedup,shehopedinsideand

smiledlookingaroundthecleanclassycar

FIFI:(touchingtheleatherseat)wow!Ican'tbelieve

I'llbeabletoaffordallthesesoon,IswearPretty

won'tknowwhathither,otlamponakentselekgoa

elahlemma(shewillseemelookingallbeautiful)

Shefiddledarounditandpressedabuttonthenthe



radioplayedloudalmostscaringher

FIFI:iyohwee,whatdidIpressnow,howdoIswitch

itoff,heelang,aitsetlalalakesentsegoloha

Shequicklyopenedthedoorandwavedcallingthem

forhelpbecausethemusicwastooloud

THEMBA:shit!Kanathisgirlostoutu,waboa

tobeditsedilokwaabitsaunnecessaryattentionmo

latele(thisgirlisstupid,umsureshemistakenly

pressedthatbuttonandnowitsbringingus

unnecessaryattention)

MOYO:alright,letmegoman,willcallyouonceits

done

THEMBA:alrightbye



Heturnedmakinghiswaytothecarastheparted,

hegottohismasseratiasFifihoppedinsideand

watchedasheturnedtheradiooff

FIFI:(loud)heh,gohlokagoitsedilotsa

sekgoanyanannaketobeditsekaphosokereke

batlaseipone(hai,Idon'tknowthisEnglish

advancedthingssoIpressedthatbuttonmistakenly

whenIwaslookingforthemirror)

Hefelttheedgetolaughbutheldthelaughterin....

FIFI:(comfortable)mphaseiponehookebonemy

brokeselfforthelasttimekanaumafewhours

frombeingrich,letmesaybye(shelaughedand

clappedonce)Ican'twaittostartapplyingexpensive

makeupandlooklikebeyonce(givemeamirror,I

wanttoseemybrokeselfforthelasttimesinceI

amafewhoursfrombeingrich)



Hefailedtoholdthelaughterandburstoutlaughing

ashefoundhercompletelyhilarious,thewayshe

wascarelessaboutherspeechandsaidwhatever

thatcametohermindwasreallyfunnyandmade

herlooklikeaninnocentandverystupidperson

withyetagoodheart

FIFI:(laughing)what?Whyareyoulaughing?

MOYO:noIjustnevermetanyonelikeyou,youare

sofunny

Hereachedforhiswalletandgaveher

MOYO:here,thereisamirrorinside

FIFI:(lookedatitconfused)whatisthisnow?



MOYO:justopenit,youwillfindamirrorinside

Shefiddledaroundthefancywalletandfinally

openeditasherjawdropped

FIFI:(mouthwide)whatthe?SoMuchmoney!

MOYO:(smiled)

FIFI:iyohweh,ketabole?(canItakesome?)

MOYO:yeahsure,feelfree

Shegotthenotesandshovedtheminherbraashe

watchedlaughingthensheturnedtothemirrorand

lookedatherspookyfaceadmiringit,shelookedat

herteethandnoticedtheredlipstickthenreached

forthestripsofherdresswipingitoffashelooked



atherdisgusted

FIFI:(stilllookingatthemirror)pleasedrive,Iwant

toreachthelandofrichesnownow

Heshookhisheadandsteppedon.theaccelerator

speedingoffinthedarknight

THENEXTDAY

sheopenedhereyesandrubbedthemyawningthen

herphonerang,shereachedforitandlookedatthe

calleridentitysmiling

YAYA:morningsleepyhead

MIA:(softly)hey



YAYA:canIcomepickyouup?

MIA:itsstillearly,comeone

YAYA:yeah,itsjustthatImgonnabehavingabusy

day,theonlytimeIcanseeyouisnow,please

MIA:youcanalwaysparkthetaxiandnotgoaround

lookingforpeople,itsnotlikeyouareforcedto

unlessyourbossisstrict,butstill,hewouldn'tknow

youskippedwork

YAYA:(smiling)mybossisverystrict,hewouldbite

myheadoffifImissworkplusIhavemeetings

today

MIA:ahhokay,letmegotakeaquickshower



YAYA:thanks,I'mleavingmyhousenow

MIA:okay

Shehungupandjumpedoffbedpacingtothe

bathroomwhereshetookaquickshowerand

quicklybrushedherteeth....

Onehourlater...

AwhiteAudiS5slowlydrovetowardsthegateand

parkedasMiafrownedopeningthedoor

MIA:(inhermind)whocoulditbe?

SherememberedhowMandlachangescarsand

thoughtmaybehebroughtGracethenshesadly

watchedwaitingforthemtostepoutbuttoher



surpriseYayasteppedoutandwaved,hereyes

poppedlookingathisdifferentselfthen............
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Hereyespoppedlookingathisdifferentselfshe

walkedoverstillsurprised

MIA:(loud)what?

Hesmiledandopenedhisarmshuggingherasshe

fellinhisarmsgettingslightlyintoxicatedbyhis



cologne

MIA:(pulledoffandlookedatthebrandnewcar)

whoareyou?

YAYA:(smiled)whatdoyoumean

MIA:(laughing)kanayoulookcompletelydifferent,

itslikeumseeinganewperson,youareeven

drivinganexpensivecarandhereIwasthinkingthat

chillMia,Yayahisjustataxidriver

YAYA:(laughing)Iamataxidriverandthisismy

boss'scar,lewenalehaebilegoteyouaremeeting

upwithataxidriverhlemma,thatstoosimpleand

theheadscarf,really?

MIA:(brieflylaughed)trustmeIamsoembarrassed

rightnowbutlewenayourushedmebecauseI



wasn'texpectingyoutocomethisearly

YAYA:hehe,letsgothen

MIA:IthinkIshouldmaybegotakeofftheheadscarf

YAYA:noways,weareleavingandyouaren't

changingshit.Akereneoiponaosiame(youaren't

changinganythingbecauseyousuredidn'thavea

problemwithyouroutfit)

MIA:(lookedathimwithafrown)please

YAYA:umserious,unlessyouwantmetogoback

besides,youlookjustokay.notbadatall

Hesaidthatwithhiseyesfixedonhersbitinghis

lowerlipandshelookedawayshy



YAYA:(smiling)soyouareshy?

YAYA:nohau!

Shefrownedanddraggedherfeettothe

passenger'ssidechildishlywhilehelookedatherin

admiration.Hestillcouldn'tbelieveheactuallygota

chancetomeetupwithheraftersolong,andthe

factthatshewascompletelyhealedfilledhisheart

withjoy,shelookedevenmorebeautifulandcute.

MIA:(hoppingin)aren'tyoucoming

YAYA:(turnedopeningthedoor)AlrightI'mcoming

Hehoppedinsideanddroveawayastheywenton

chatting



Onehourlater

Heslowlydroveinsideastheelectricgateslidopen

whileMia'sjawdroppedlookingatthebighouse,

sheturnedtoherleftandlaughedindisbelief

lookingatthepool

MIA:youlivehere?

YAYA:(calm)yeah

MIA:butIthought-.......

YAYA:(interruptedlaughing)thatIamjustataxi

driver??WellIamabusinessmanandhaveacouple

ofthemrunning,includingthetaxis,Rememberthe

"yayacabs"



MIA:(remembered)what?Theyarealsoyours?

YAYA:yep

Shelookedathimcompletelysurprisedashegave

heracalmlook

MIA:butwhyareyoualwaysmovingaroundinataxi,

itsnotlikeyouneedto?

YAYA:well,IdoitsometimeswhenI'mfree,it

refreshesmeplusIwasalwayshopingtoseeyou

MIA:umlostforwords...

YAYA:(smiledteasingher)Ican'tbelieveyouagreed

tomeetupwithataxidriver,itdoesn'tsuityou



Shelaughedandsoftlyslappedhishandbeforethey

steppedoutmakingtheirwayintothehouse....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Sheappliedlipglossandpoutedlookingonthe

mirrorthenturnedasherdresshuggedherAfrican

frameperfectly

MANDLA:(walkedinside)goingsomewhere?

GRACE:yeah,wanttogotochurchpleasegodrop

meoff

MANDLA:can'tyoudriveyourself,Ihavetogo

somewhere



GRACE:(sadly)drivemyself?

MANDLA:(remembered)ohhumSorrybabe,wecan

go

GRACE:okay

Shefollowedhimoutastheyproceededoutsideand

quietlyhoppedinthecar.

30minuteslater

HisRangeroverpulledupinfrontofthechurch

buildingasGracethoughtfullylookedathim

GRACE:Ithinkyoushouldcomealong

MANDLA:(heartskipped)huh!



GRACE:youlongpromisedtocomewithme,

remember?

MANDLA:buti-...'.

GRACE:nobuts!

Hesighedandgaveherapleasenolook

GRACE:umnottakingnoforananswer,todayyou

arenotbusysodon'ttrytomakeworkexcuses

Helookedatherseriousfaceandsayingnotoher

seemedprettyhardforhim

MANDLA:okayle-....(Hisphonerang)



HelookedatthecalleridentityandlookedatGrace

beforepickingup

MANDLA;(uncomfortable)hello

HER:hey,itsmeagain

MANDLA:(thoughtfully)umalittlebusyrightnow,

canyoucallmypersonalassistant,I'lltextyouhis

numbersnow

Hehungupasshelookedatherphoneconfused

HER:what?

MeanwhileinthecarhetypedThemba'snumber

ANDforwardedittohercaptioned"I'mnotfree,talk

tohim".Hesentanddeletedthemessagethen



textedThemba

Typing..........

MANDLA:anotherone,callher715...........

HesentthetextanddeletedasGracewaited

impatiently

GRACE:areyoudone?

MANDLA:yeah,can'tIcometomorrowIfeellikeyou

areattackingme

ShefoldedHERarmsandpoutedlookingathim

MANDLA:okay,okay



Heopenedthedoorandsteppedoutasshefollowed

himwhiletheywalkedinside

MANDLA:happy??

GRACE:(smiled)

Theywentthroughtheentranceandsteppedinside

passingtheseatsproceedingtothepulpitwherethe

pastorwasstanding,heheardtheirfootsteps

approachingandlookedupastheireyesmet,

mandlalookedinhiseyesgettinguncomfortableas

hiswholebodytightenedupthen.......

MeanwhileatThemba'shouse

Heheldthedoorknobthenhisphonebeepedandhe

reachedforitandscrolledthroughreadingMandla's



facesmilinghisphonerang

THEMBA:hello

HER:(softly(hey,isitMrMatthewsPA?

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)umm....yes

HER:(frowned)ohh..Iwasexpectingafemale's

voicebutanyway,heaskedmetotalktoyouandum

guessingit'sbecausehewaswiththegirlfriend

Thembalistenedtohertalkingandreckonedshe

mustbetheonehewastalkingaboutinthetext

THEMBA:wellhewasalittlebusyandisattendinga

functionsomwherebutifyoudon'tmindIcanask

someonetopickyouupandtakeyoutohim



HER:(smiledexcited)really?

THEMBA:(soundingprofessional)yesmam

HER:okaypleasedothat,I'llsendmyaddressjust

now

THEMBA:okay

Hehungupandthrewhisfistintheairincelebration

THEMBA:(smiling)thatwaseasy

Hesaidthatandturnedthedoorknobwalking

inside......

#
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Hiswholebodytightenedupthenheturned

stormingoutandrushedtohiscarwherehequickly

hoppedinandmadeafastturnspeedingoffas

Gracewatchedconfused

GRACE:babe!

Shelookedathiscarasitdisappearedand

shruggedhershoulderslookingbackatthepastor



GRACE:IamsorrybutIdon'tunderstandwhyhedid

that

Hekeptquietandlookedatherasheshiftedinto

anotherrealmofthespirit,stillinthespirithesawa

verylargegreensnake,itwaileditsredtongue

spittingvenomandstartedcoilingitsheavyslippery

andshinybodyaroundGracethenitsquirmedits

headupanddownbeforeitsallgreenheavyhead

transformedintohumanformtakingMandla'simage

GRACE:(softly)pastor

Heignoredherstillinterceedingashetriedtomake

senseofthevisionhejusthad,hewentonand

movedintoadifferentlevelandcametoashocking

revelationthatclearedeverythingup,andinthatthe

hugeallgreensnakeslowlymelteditsheavybody

onthegroundasGracestoodbesideitlooking

rathercalmandcomfortable.



GRACE:(louder)pasty!

Hesnappedoutofitandsoftlyslappedhishead

blinkingafewtimes

PASTOR:(stammering)heis,heis....

GRACE:(attentive)what?

Hequicklyfellonhiskneessensingthewarcoming

hiswayandcalleduntotheangelsofwartocome

andinterveneinthespiritualwarfarehewasabout

togetin

PASTOR:GodofAbrahamIcalluntoyoufather,Lord

releasetheangelsofwarfromabovesotheycan

fightthegoliathwearefacing,heavenlyLordinthe

mightynameoftheLordJesusChristIbreakevery



chain,maythechainsfallandsetyourchildfree

fromthedevilsbondage,Isurrenderheruntoyoumy

God,saveherandsetherfreeforsheindeepwithin

butonlyyouhavethepowerstofightanddefeatthe

enemy,openherspiritualsensessoshecouldsee

andheareverything

-.................................................................................

Meanwhileatthecave

ThelargeallgreensnakehissedloudlyIfurryasit

rolleditsgreenandredeyesspittingvenomaround

thecaveastheforbiddenareaagentssquirmedtheir

tinyandsoftbodiesawayknowingtheirmasterwas

angeredhencegettingintowar,zumbathehuge

snakecurledhisheavybodyaroundmovingin

circlesbeforejumpingupataveryhighspeedand

slippeddownhittingthecavewallsashesensedan

unfamiliarspiritenteringthecave

ZUMBA(hissing)ssssssssssss......ssssssssssssss..



Itspitmorevenomasitsangerincreasedthenit

turnedthrowingitslargeheadaroundhittingthe

cavewallshard,allofasuddenitsbodystarted

gettinghotthenitwiggleditstailtryingtorunaway

fromthefirethathadenteredtheforbiddensideof

thecavebutthemoreittriedtosquirmawaywas

themorethefireintensifiedmakingithardforthe

snaketomove,Zumbathelargesnakerolledhis

eyeschangingcoloursashefelttheneedto

transformintohisstrongform,thefurioussnake

wiggleditstailedandjumpedupbeforefallinghard

inthegroundleavingdustontheairthenitturned

allblackwithlargeyelloweyesassomethingeven

morescaryhappened,theheavyheadslowlygot

dividedintotwolargeheads,,zumbathenrelaxedhis

wholebodyasthefireworeoffwhilehisbody

cooleddownashespitafewtracesofvenomfrom

bothhisredtongueswailingfromthetwoheadsas

asignofvictory..

MeanwhileatChurch,Gracefeltherwholebody



becomingheavythenshelostbalanceandfelltothe

groundonherknees,shefelttheurgetoprayand

triedbutwordscouldn'tcomeoutofhertrembling

lipsthentearsstreameddownherfaceassheheld

herchestfeelinganunusualcoldnessinherheart,it

wasareallyweirdfeelinganditscaredhertodeath

asthespiritoffeartookoverwhileshesobbed,the

pastorstoppedprayingasheconcentratedmorein

whathesawinthespiritualrealm,itwasatwo

headedsnakethatcoileditsheavybodyaroundher

andwaileditstongueinvictoryreadytoswallowher,

herubbedhiseyestryingtoclearhisvisionasGrace

meltedonthefloorfeelingweak,heclenchedhis

teethandlaidhishandonherpraying.....

BACKINTHECAVE

Mandlaparkedhiscarandquicklyjumpedoff

gettinginsidethecaveashiswholebodyitched,he

passedbytheritualspondathighspeedbutquickly

stoppedandlookedatthemanylargecolourful



snakesthatlaidaroundlifeless,hescratchedhis

bodyastheitchingincreasedthenhejumpedover

thelargesnakesspeedingofftotheforbiddenside

wherehecamefacetofacewiththenowtwo

headedZumba,hiseyespoppedoutashewent

downmemorylane....((((((((((((MOM:makesureyou

neverhavetoseeZumbawithtwoheadsbecause

anythingwouldbepossiblethen,evenyourlifewill

beindangerandnothingornoonewillbeableto

saveyou

TheeightyearsMandlalookedattheoldwoman

whosefacelookedpaleasshelaidonthehospital

bed

MOM:allyoursiblingsaregonebecauseImadethe

mistakeofhavingtoseehiminhisstrongformand

mypoorbabieshadtobesacrificedtorectifyformy

mistakessomydearchildpleasecarrythislegacy

butremembertotreadcarefullybecausemytime

hascome,IamleavingbutIcantliveyouwith



nothing,everythingwehavewillvanishbutyoucan

bringitallbackandbecomepowerfulifyoutakeon

thelegacy

Shetookasmallcontainerunderthepillowand

openeditthensprinkledablackpowderon.hisface

asheshiftedintoadifferentworldthatscaredthe

lifeoutofhim,hiseyeswidenedashelookedatthe

unbelievablyhugesnakeinfrontofhiseyes

EIGHTYEARSOLDHIM:(screaming)

mamamaaaaaa.......helpmeeee........

Hescreamedforhelpterrifiedasthehugesnake

squirmeditslargeheadovertohislittlescaredface

andlickedhim,heturnedtryingtorunawaybutfell

onhiskneesduetothesuddenheavinessthat

attackedhim

EIGHTYEARSOLDHIM:(screaming)help.....



HeSlowlyclosedhismouthashestopped

screamingbecausehesawhismotherstandingnext

toThelargesnakecalmandsmilingrelaxed

HISMOM:(smiling)comeherebaby

Tearsstreameddownashecriedsilentlystepping

back,hislittleheartpoundedhardagainsthischest

lookingatthetwo

HISMOM:pleasecome,I.amleavingsoonandI

can'tleaveyoualone,thesocietywillrejectyouand

youwillhavenoone,pleasebabytakefivesteps

closer,(softly)come..

Shereleasedherhandtowardshimhopinghe

comesthroughthenhisheartwarmedupashefelt

a.littlesafeseeinghismother



HISMOM:'(softly)comebaby

Hetookonestepcloserthenthenextandwenton

andon,hissofthardenedwitheverystephetookbut

justwhenhewasabouttotakethelaststepfear

creepedinandhestormedoutrunningawaythenhe

surprisinglyfoundhimselfbackintheroomstanding

besidehismother'ssickbed.Helookedaround

tryingto.makesenseofwhathadjusttranspiredas

hislittleselfbreathedheavilyfailingtounderstand

everything.Hemovedhiseyesuptohersick

mother'ssadfacethenheopenedhismouthtrying

totellhismotherwhathejustsaw

HIM:(tremblingvoice)momI...

HISMOM:(interrupted)sshhh...takethis(gavehim

asmallcontainerthathesawinthesupposed

dream)itwasn'tadream,Iamleavingandtrustme



mydearchild,lifewon'tbeeasyaftermydeparture,

thesocietywillrejectyouandtheonlythingthatwill

helpyouisthatsnake,hisnameisZumbaandhe

willgiveyouallyourheartdesires,youareonlyone

stepawayfromhim,makesurewhenthegoinggets

toughyouopenthiscontainerandsprinklethe

powderthentakethatlaststep.Iloveyoumybaby

Shehandedhimthecontainerandslowlyclosedher

eyestakingherlastbreathashefellontopofher

lifelessbodycryinghislungsout

HIM:(crying)nomummy,,,pleasedon'tgo,please

don'tleavemealone,please.....thedoctorshurriedin

theroomandcheckedherpulsethenslowlyshook

hisheadsadlybeforepullingthesheetsover

coveringherfaceup

HIM:(screaming)noooooo....Pleasedontleave,

pleasssss.....mommmmmy....Pleasedon'ttakeher

pleasedoctor,don'ttakeher



Theywheeledherawayonthestretchbedtakingher

lifelessbodytothemortuarywhiletheotherdoctor

heldhiseightyearsoldselfinhisarmstryingto

shushhim........

ATYAYA'SHOUSE

MIA:(smiledlookingaround)ohhwow,youhavea

beautifulhouse,Ilovetheinterioranddecor

YAYA:thankyou

MIA:(smiledtakingaseat)

YAYA:Ihaveasurpriseforyou

MIA:huh?



YAYA:yes,letsgo

Heheldherhandleadinghertothekitchenasshe

curiouslywalkedover,heopenedthedoorthenthey

steppedinsideandhereyesfellaroundthe

beautifullydesignedanddecoratedkitchenfitted

withallwhite

MIA:(shruggedhershoulders)whatisit?

YAYA:(pointedatthekitchencounter)itsinthere,

takeoffthelid

Shesmiledandwalkedovercuriouslyslowlywalked

overandliftedthelidthenherjawdropped................

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE



hekissedherforeheadandsatdowntypingonhis

phone..

Typing.....

THEMBA:712.........callherandconvinceherthatyou

arethereceptionist,I'llfowardyouheraddressjust

now,

Heputhisphonedownaftersendingandlaidback

onthecouchrelaxing....

Meanwhileatherhouse..

Shesmiledpleasedanddidafewtouchupson.her

facescanningitonthemirrorbeforeturningasshe

catwalkedherpetitebodytotheloungewaitingfor

him



Onehourlater......

Shepulledthecurtainpeakingoutsideandsmiled

walkingouttothecarwheresheopeneduphopping

insidethen...

#
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Shehoppedinsideandgreetedhim.

HER:hello

MOYO:ItakeityouknowwhyIamhere

HER:(withattitude)yesIdoandIbelieveyouare

justanassistant,yourjobistojustpickmeupand

drivemeovertoMrMatthews,notholdsilly

questions,amIright?

MOYO:umsorryforaskingquestionsmam,Iwas

justcheckingtomakesureweareonthesamepage

HER:(proudly)great!I'mgladyouknowyourplace

MOYO:(noddedstartingthecar)



Hesteppedontheacceleratordrivingawayasshe

smiledfromeartoearthinkingabouthim,sheso

couldn'twaittomeetupwithhimandsweephimoff

hisfeet,gettinghimalltoherselfwasamissionshe

wasn'tgoingtobackdownonanytimesoonplusshe

knewhowattractivesheis,hesurelywon'tresisther

justliketherest,shelookedoutsideasthecar

movedathighspeedthenshefrownedasittooka

differentturn

HER:Ithought-.......

MOYO:(interrupted)MrMatthewsorderedmetogive

youthis

HER:(smiledsurprised)what?Areyouserious?

Shegotthegiftboxandsmiledlookingatthefancy

cologne



HER:wow!Iwasn'texpectingthisatall

MOYO:(humblevoice)tryit

Shegrabbeditandpressedthebuttonsprayingon

herhandandsniffedashelookedatherwitha

smirkthensteppedontheacceleratorspeedingoff

asshesuddenlystartedfeelingdizzy

MOYO:proudbitch!

Heclickedhistonguemakingaturnintothebushy

areaanddroveforafewminutesbeforehestopped

infrontofthewarehouse,thefulltimeguards

quicklyrantohimandopeneduppickingthedelivery

anddraggedherinsideasMoyoheldthesteering

wheelswallowinghardasthethoughtofFifibeing

insidemadehimuncomfortable



MOYO:(whistled)

GUARD:boss?

MOYO:thegirlIbroughtyesterday,pleasegiveher

food

Hetookouthiswalletandtookoutafewnotes

handingthemovertohimashelookedathim

confused,thegirlswerehardlyfedespeciallythe

firstfewdaysoftheirarrivalinthewarehouse

MOYO:buyenoughforallofthembutmakesure

shegetsmoreanddon'ttouchher,okay

HenoddedinagreementandwalkedawayasMoyo

turneddrivingoff......



Meanwhileinsideshewokeuptoanexcruciating

painonherheadasitfeltveryheavyasshemoved

hereyesaroundtheunfamiliarroomandmeeting

thehungrylookinggirl'ssadfaces

FIFI:(tearfully)what...whereamI?

Theylookedatherwithtearyeyesunabletoexplain

anythingastheyfellshortofwords,theywereallstill

tryingtoprocesswhatjusthappenedtothem

FIFI:(stoodup)pleasetellme,whoareyouand

whatsgoingon

Shelookedaroundtheenclosedspaciousroom

tearfullybeforegoingdownmemorylaneand

rememberedbeenofferedadrinkbyMoyobutthen

nothingafterthat



FIFI:(whisperedastearsstreameddown)Moyo

nooo.............

ATTHECAVE

Hesnappedoutofthetrainofthoughtsandlooked

attheangrytwoheadedsnakeas.itrolleditseyes

furiousthenherememberedtobowdowninrespect

asthehugesnakelickedhisfaceconnectinghimto

thespiritworldforcommunication

Inthespiritworld

(((((MANDLA:(loud)what?No,Ican'tdothat,Ican't

Zumbaangrilyspitvenomonhishandasitquickly

turnedallblackwithanexcruciatingpainbuildingup

insidethenzumbasquirmedtowardhimlickinghis

faceagaintoreconnecthim



MANDLA:(frownedasthepainonhishand

increased)Ican'tkillGrace,Ican't,killmeinstead

butdonttouchherplease,andIthoughtyouwere

finewithher?

ZUMBA:(hissedrespondingintheirlanguage)

MANDLA:I'msorryIdon'tknowhowIendedupin

thechurchbuilding,itwasamistakebutpleasedont

doanythingtoher,please

Hesaidthatastearsstreameddownhisfacethen

Zumbaangrilyspitmorevenomon.thealready

swollenblackhandincreasingthepainasthehand

becameevenmoredarker

MANDLA:(screamedinagony)pleasestop,

please.........



Zumbathehugesnakestormedhistwoheaded

heavybodytotherestingarealeavingMandlainthe

forbiddensidethenhetearfullydraggedhispaining

andburningbodytowardsthetheritualspondwhere

helookedatthemanyColourfullargesnakeslying

downlifelessonthefloor,ithadn'tbeenanylonger

sincetheconsumingfiregottothemkillingthembut

theyalreadystartedsmellingquietawfullyandthe

smellwasunbearableforhimashecoveredhis

nosewiththeotherhandtryinghardnottobreath,

tearsfloweddownhisfaceashelookedatthe

ritualspondstillwaterthenhejumpedoverthe

manysnakeswalkingout,innotimehewasathis

carwherehestoppedatthedoorlookingathishand

whichswelledevenmorewitheveryminute.

ATCHURCH

heshookhisheadindefeatandhelpedherstandup

withhiseyesfixedonhers



PASTOR:Itrieddearbutyoursituationisdeepand

toobig,yourlifeisindanger.Umnotsupposedto

revealmuchtoyoubecauseyouhavetosee

everythingforyourselfbutitsnotyettime,thisisa

battlethatonlyyoucanwin,youhavetostandup

andfighton.yourownbecausetheLordhas

bestowedthepowertodosouponyou,ahugepart

ofyouisalreadygoneandcoldbutyourheartisstill

strong,Idon'tknowifyouunderstandmebutwhat

imtryingtosayisyouneedtostayin.prayeratall

times,thereisagreatbattlebeforeyoubutitneeds

justyouasitsbeyondme,Godchoseyoutofulfillthe

missionmydear

GRACE:Idon'tunderstandpastor,whydidmy

boyfriendrunaway?Doesallthishaveanythingto

dowithhim?

Helookedatherandsighedthen........



ATYAYA'SHOUSE

Herjawdroppedassheturnedlookingathimandhe

wasstandingonhisotherkneesmiling

YAYA:willyoumarryme?

MIA:(speechless)

YAYA:pleasemakemethehappiestmanon.earth

andbemywifeMia,Iknewyouweremywifethe

veryfirstdayI.laidmyeyesonyou,Ineverstopped

thinkingaboutyouandnowthatIgotyouIcan't

wasteanymoretime,pleasebemywife

Miaheldhermouthtotallytakenthensomeone

openedthedoorsteppinginsideastheirheads

turnedthen.......

#
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ShewalkedinandsmiledasMia'seyespopped

surprised

MSWILLIAMS:(loudly)pleasesayyesbaby

MIA:(confused)howdidyou-.........



MSWILLIAMS:(interrupted)gethere???Ohhwell

Yayaherecaughtmebysurpriseaswell,hesent

someonetocomeandpickmeupjustafteryouleft

butthatsnotimportantbaby,justsayyes

MIA:ma!

MSWILLIAMS:what??I'manoldwomanand

definitelywise,can'tdenythefactthatIalways

noticedhowyoulookedathersomemonthsback.I

sawitallbutthenIjustignored,healwayswanted

youbaby

YAYA:(smiling)

MIA:(lookedbackatYayaastearsformedinher

eyes)yes,Iwillmarryyou

YAYA:areyo-.....



MIA:(loudly)yes,yesIwillbeyourwifeYaya,ohmy

God!Ican'tbelievethisishappening

TearsofjoystreameddownherfacethenYaya

stooduprubbingthemoffbeforehereachedforthe

plategettingthediamondringandsliditinhersoft

lightfinger,MsWilliamsslowlywalkedoverand

emotionallylookedatthesparklingringonherdear

daughter'sfinger

MSWILLIAMS:(emotionally)ohhbaby,itlooksso

beautiful

MIA:(tearfully)Ican'tbelievethisishappeningma,it

reallyfeelslikeadream,finallysomeonewantsme

forme.

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)youarenotdreamingbaby



Yayapulledherinhisarmsandhuggedhertightto

hishischest

YAYA:youjustmademethehappiestmanby

agreeingtobemywifeMia,thankyousomuch,I

reallydidn'tthinkyouwouldagree,thoughtyou

wouldmaybesaywedon'tknoweachotherandall

thatbut....thankyou

Hepulledoffandaffectionatelylookedinhereyes

thengentlytouchedhersmoothcheekbefore

leaningovertoplantasoftkisson.herforehead...

MeanwhileMsWilliam'swatchedtouchedasshe

thankedGodforYaya,shesomehowalwaysnoticed

thatthisguyreallylikedMiaduringherweakestand

painfuldays,shesawthelookheusedtogiveher

anditwastheonefulloflove,itwasactuallycute

howhealwayswantedherevenwhenshehad

wormsfeastingonher,sherememberedhowhe

wouldquicklypulluptopickthemuptoandfrom



church,hetrulyisveryrare"shethought"

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)pleasetakecareofherand

ifyoueverstoplovingherthenkindlybringherback

home.

YAYA:(turnedtoher)Iwillneverstoplovingherma

don'tworry

TheyallbrieflylaughedasMialookedatherring

emotionally,sherememberedthelasttimesomeone

putaringonherfinger,itwasn'tthissweetorat

leastanythingclosetothis,therewasnolovebut

becauseshewasstupidandnaivesheagreedtothe

wholethingandbecameapartofabusiness

transactionthatdidn'tbenefitherinanyway,she

imaginedthelovelessmarriageshewasstuckinfor

manyyearsandthethoughtofthatgotherheart

poundinghardagainstherchest,sheswallowed

hardandfeltthehottearscomingoutthenshe

quicklylookedupstoppingthemfromfalling,this



wasaonespecialdayforherindidn'twanttoallow

anythingoranyonetospoilitforher...

YAYA:(lookedatthetwoladies)Ihaveonemore

surprise

MIA:whatnow??

MSWILLIAMS:andIthoughtthisendshere,whatis

itnowdear,I'moldandtiredplease(shelaughed

andheldherwaistlookingathim)

YAYA:letsgotothelounge

MIA:(smiledshakingherheadandfollowedhimout)

Heheldtheglassdoorandpulleditthen...



EVERYONE:(screaming)surprise!!!!!

Mia'seyeswidenedlookingatthenewfaces

then...............

ATTHEWAREHOUSE

tearsstreameddownherfaceasshesmiled

in.disbelief,itallnowmadesensetoher,TheMoyo

guywasfakebutwhydidn'tThembaseeit?"She

thought"

Shefellonherkneescryingherlungsoutasthe

othergirlswatchedsadly,meanwhileatthefarend,

oneguardheldafewplasticswalkingovertoher

GUARD:hey,takethese



Shelookedupathimwithatearyfaceandsilently

cried

GUARD:youhavetoeat,here

Hesquattednexttohergivingheratakeawayasshe

lookedatitwithtearsstreamingdown

FIFI:(breakingvoice)whoareyou

GUARD:(lookedatherquite)

FIFI:whyamIhere,andwhyareyoudoingthistome,

pleaseletmegobackhome,please

GUARD:(lookedherwithnoremorse)eat

FIFI:(fellon.hisknees)pleasetellMoyoumsorry,



tellhimIdon'twanttherichesanymore,pleasee.....

Hemovedbackasshefellonthefloorcrying

hystericallylookingathimashewalkedaway

FIFI:(breakingvoice)pleaseletme

go,,pleeeaseee....aaaaaahhhhhhhhahaaaaaaaaaa.....

Shewentonscreamingaseveryonewatchedsadly...

MeanwhileatMoyo'shouse

Heparkedthecarandsteppedoutwalkingintohis

mansionreallydown,fewminuteslaterhearrived

in.hisbedroomandthrewhisexhaustedselfonthe

bedlookingupattheceilingfrustrated,ithadbeen

manyyearssincehejoinedthishumantrafficking

business,hedonedidalotofthings,farworsethan

sellinggirlsbutnotonceeverfeltguilty,buttoday



herehewasandguiltgotthebetterofhim,he

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutherspookyfaceandthe

carefreeattitudeshehad.Thethoughtofherafter

allbubblyfacesaddenedhim,thewholesenseof

humorshehadgothimsmilingallbyhimself

MOYO:(muttered)fuck!

Gettingheroutofhismindseemedlikeamission

impossible,thethoughtofhowsheslowlyclosed

hereyesaftertakingtwosipsofthejuicebrokehis

heartintoamillionpiecesnottomentionhowhow

hebreaksaparteverytimeheremembersherlaying

downmotionlessonthecoldfloor,yeshehadput

blanketoverherbutitstilldidn'tmakehimfeelany

better....

MOYO:shit!.........

IKNOWITSSHORT,HAVINGABUSYDAYFAMILY



#

#
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Hestoodupandheadedtothedoorandheldthe

doorknobopeningupbeforehesteppedout

shootingstraighttohisAudi.Hepulledthedoorand

hoppedinsidedrivingoutofhisyardslowlythen

steppedontheacceleratorspeedingoff.....

Onehourlater.......



Heparkedinfrontofthewarehouseandsignaled

oneoftheguardinchargetocomeover

HIM:boss

MOYO:Iwantthatgirl

HIM:sir?

MOYO:bringheroutside

HIM:whichone?

MOYO:thecoffeecolouredone

HIM:thedarkone???



MOYO:(impatient)yes!

HIM:butsir-......

MOYO:(interrupted)stoptalkingandgetthedamn

girl!

HIM:(panicked)butbossThembasaid-.......

MOYO:(clenchedhisteethgettingpissed)Themba

what?Huh?Stoputteringnonsenseandbringher

outohhandcoverherfaceandhere,takethisand

putinherdrinkorwatersothatshepassesout.

HIM:okay

Hegotthepowderandturnedwalkinginside,their

littleheartspoundedhardwitheveystephetook



becausetheydidn'treallyknowwhatthenextmove

wouldbesoeverytimetheguardswalkedinfear

creepedinastheyallthoughttheirarrivalwilltake

themtotheirfate,beingkilledforspiritualpurposes

wasalltheycouldthinkofatthismomentandthat

scaredthemsobad.Heapproachedthemasthey

silentlycried

HIM:(pointing)you!Followme

FIFI:(tearfully)areyoutakingmeback?

HIM:(angrily)followme!

Shestoodupanddraggedherheavyfeetawayas

herlittleheartpoundedhardagainstherchest,the

angerinhisvoiceandtheroughnesswasanswer

enoughtoshowherwhatawaitsherwasn'tpleasant,

sheimaginedherthroatbeingslidbyasharpknife

andswallowedhardastearsstreameddown,she



keptonwalkingtryinghardtogetridofthepainful

thoughts,fewminuteslatersheapproachedtheexit

andsawabeamabeamoflightasheopenedup

thenhemuttered

HIM:shit!

Heclosedthedoorandlookedbackather

HIM:goback!

FIFI:'huh!

HIM!Move

Sheturnedwalkingbacktotheblanketandthrew

herheavybodydowntearfully,meanwhiletheguard

wenttothefarendandsearchedforadrinkinthe



plastics,hesawitandopeneditupemptyingthe

smallsachetinsidebeforegoingbacktoher

HIM:(smiling)Iforgottogiveyouthis,youneedfor

theenergy

Shelookedatitforlonganddoubtedhisintentions

becauseheallofasuddenwaskindandevenwore

alittlesmile,justafewminutesbackhewasall

roughandrudebutnowheishereputtingonsmiles.

Sheslowlyreleasedherhandtowardshisbecause

sheconvincedherselfdyingbecauseofpoisoning

wouldbemuchbetterthanhavingtolookaspeople

cutoffyourbodypartssoquickdeathseemedlikea

perfectwayoutofhermisery

FIFI:thankyou

Shegotthecanandgulpedallthejuicedownwhile

theothergirlssadlywatchedthensheallofa



suddenfeltdizzyandslowlyclosedhereyesbefore

meltingonthefloorashesquattedrollingheronhis

hands,hepickedherbodyupandwalkedtotheexit

andsteppedoutwalkingtowardsthecar

MOYO:great!Andremembertokeepthisbetween

us,I'lldoubleyourpayment

HIM:(smiling)ofcourseofcourseboss

MOYO:(openedthebackseat)putherinside,be

gentle

Hegentlylaidherbodyontheheseatandclosedup

HIM:youwillhavetoadjusttheseat,forthetraffic

MOYO:yeahtrue



Heopenedupandadjustedtheseatbeforeputtinga

fleeceblanketoverhermotionlessbodythen

hoppedinsidedrivingaway,helookedbackather

withhisotherhandonthewheelthensmiledhappily

beforesteppingontheacceleratorspeedingoff......

ATYAYA'SHOUSE

ALL:surprise!

Hereyespoppedsurprisedbythemanynewfaces

thentheMCgotthemic

MC:(gayaccent)welcomehomeMrsBrowntobe,it

isapleasuretofinallymeettheladyweallhave

beenhearingourdearfriendtalkingabout,itsbeena

fewmonthssinceweheardofyouandnowwe

finallymeet(turnedtoYayasmilinggirlish)youare

themanYaya,Ican'tbelieveIusedtomockyouand



evencalledyouobsessedbecauseyoucalledher

yourwifebeforesheagreedtoallthis,Wow!(Rolled

hiseyes)Talkaboutfaith(heturnedtoeveryoneand

spokethenpointedthemictowardsthecrowd)yaya

isthemanguys,canyousaythatagain?

ALL:(screaming)Yayaistheman!

MC:youarewelcomedearandpleasefeelfree,after

allthisisyourdamnengagementparty!Nowlets

partyaswegettoknowyou,DJ!

ALL:(screaming)speech!Speech!Speech

Sheshylylookedaroundandcoveredherfaceasher

motherlookedathersmilingproud

MC:okay,okay,youcankeepquietnow,theladyof

themomentheardyouandumsuresheisreadyto



saysomething,Miababysaysomething

Hewalkedtoherandgaveherthemicasshegotit

andcoveredherfaceshylybeforeYayacameforher

rescue

YAYA:(laughing)noguys,youwon'tputmywife

throughthat

ALL:ahhhhh

YAYA:youwillallgetthespeechonourweddingday

butfornowenjoythefoodandgoodmusic

Theyalllaughedaseveryonegotbusymingling..........

ATCHURCH



GRACE:Iwanttounderstandwhyheran.outlikethat,

pleasepastor,tellme

PASTOR:likeIsaid,youjusthavetoprayandallwill

berevealed

GRACE:andwhataboutthecoldwaveIfeltearlier,it

wassoweirdandIfeltlikeumatwar,therewasjust

toomuchheavinesssurroundingme,pleaseexplain

thistome

PASTOR:youarechosenbyGodtobringdownthe

principalitiesofthekingdomofdarkness,itsabattle

youhavetofightbyyourselfbutitwon'tbeeasy,you

won'tunderstanditnowbutyousurewillwithtime,

ifItoldyouwhatIsawnowyouprobablywonteven

sleepandthespiritoffearwillovershadowyouso

leanonGodandprayhardforyouboyfriendbecause

afterallthereisgoodinhim.



Shelookedathimtotallyconfusedbuttookhis

wordstoheart,prayingatalltimeswasnowher

missionandshewasmorethanreadytoconquer

theworld,shetoldherselfthatnoevilweapon

formedagainstherwillprosperandshefeltso

positiveandencouraged

GRACE:okaypastor,itslatenow

PASTOR:alrightmydear,remembertocomehere

everyafternoonforprayer

GRACE:okaypastor

Sheturnedwalkingawayasheturnedbackheading

tohiswarroom.....

Meanwhileatthecave,hefrownedasthepain

intensified



MANDLA:ahhh!

Hescreamedinagonyashiswholebodystarted

sweatingandthepainonhishandwasn'tgivinghi

machancetobreath,itwassobadthatheevenfelt

thepaininhisheart.Heheldhisswollendarkhand

andslowlywalkedtothedriver'ssidewherehe

gatheredallstrengthopeningupthedoorand

steppedinsidethecardrivingawayasthepain

spreadtotherestofhisbody..........THREEMONTHS

LATER
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THREEMONTHSLATER

ShesteppedoutinherLouisVuittonheelsand

leanedforherpursebeforeclosingthedoor,she

reachedforhershadesthatshehadhungonher

silkyblouseealierandputthemontoavoidthe

sunlight.Shecatwalkedherbodytowardsthe

churchbuildingasabitofairbrushedherhaironher

flawlessfacethensheliftedherhandclosertoher

facepullingthefluffyhairtothebackaseveryone

watchedinenvy

WOMAN:wow!Thisyoungwomanhascompletely

changed.Ineverknewsheisthisbeautiful

WOMAN2:enewaglowergore,bonayaakaantse

montleandherringissparkling.Gatenyaloeleng



kante?(Andsheisglowingandsobeautiful,check

outhersparklingring,whenusherweddingday?

WOMAN:yeah,Ithinkitsinamonthtime

Theycontinuedlookingatherinadmirationasshe

steppedupinthechurchbuildingthenherphone

rang

MIA:heyma

MSWILLIAMS:heybabe,areyouatChurchalready?

MIA:yesma,didIforgetsomething?

MSWILLIAMS:nobaby,isGracethere?Iheard

pastorsayingshecomesovereveryafternoon



MIA:umm...Idon'tknowbutIwilltellyouifIseeher

letmegetinside

MSWILLIAMS:alrightbaby,isYayaalreadythere?

MIA:notyet,Ijusthopehedoesn'tcomelate

otherwiseourmarriagecounselingsession'stime

willgetwasted

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)umsureheisonhisway

baby,

MIA:yeahIgues,besidesheisneverlate

MSWILLIAMS:alrightbaby,bye

MIA:bye



Shewalkedtothefrontandsatdownwaiting,few

minuteslaterhepulledupattheentrancelookingall

fineinhisformalgear

YAYA:heybaby

Shestooduphugginghimthenheplantedasoft

kissonherpinklips

YAYA:youlookbeautiful

MIA:(blushing)thankyou,howwasthemeeting?

YAYA:wentwell,ImustsayIapplaudworkersfor

thegoodwork,thesalesarehighandumimpressed

MIA:ohhgreatbabe



Theysmiledateachotherthensatdownwaitingfor

thepastor'sarrival....

ATMOYO'SHOUSE

shelookedattheicecreamforawhilelostinher

ownworldthenstartedmovingthespoonaroundit

playfully,shesighedandpusheditawayreachingfor

herphoneanddialedhernumberbutquicklyhung

upbeforeitcouldring

FIFI:(sighed)

Shesighedandputherpalmonhercheeksadly

lookingupasitnowstruckherhowselfishand

connivingshehadbeen,shehadallowedjealousyto

consumeheranddestroyedherfriendshipwiththe

onlypersonwholovedandunderstoodher,yesshe

gotallsheeverwanted,moneywasnotaproblem

anymorebecauseMoyogavehereverythingshe



wantsbuttherewasstillavoidinherheartthatnot

evenmoneywouldfillup,shewasmissingherdear

friendandallthatshedidbehindherbackwas

botheringhernowmorethanever,thesadFifi

sighedandgotherphonedialingheragain

PRETTY:hello

FIFI:(lowvoice)heyPretty

PRETTY:yes,whatdoyouwant?

FIFI:IjustwantedtosaysorryforeverythingIdidto

you

PRETTY:Thembatoldmeaboutthemovesyou

madeon.himandhowyoubadmouthedme,Ican't

believeyouactuallyturnedoutthatwayFifi,after

everythingIhavebeenthroughyoustillcouldn'tfind



itinyourhearttobehappyformebutinsteadyou

triedtoruinmyhappiness

FIFI:(tearfully)IknowIwassuchabadfriendand

I'monlyseeingitnow,IknowIwasselfishbut

pleaseforgiveme,I'mreallysorryforeverythingIdid

PRETTY:(keptquiet)

FIFI:IallowedjealousytogetthebestofmeandI

wantedwhatwasyoursbecauseIwasalso

strugglingbutthatdoesn'tjustifywhatIdid,(rubbed

hertearoffandsmiled)IhavealottosharebutI

havenoonetotalkto,thingsarelookingmuch

betterformeandIwishyouwereheretolistento

megoingonandonaboutmyhappiness..Ijust-.....I

missyouPretty

Prettythoughtaboutherhilariousselfandlaugheda

bit,sherealizedhowmuchshehasbeenmissingher



aswell,shetriedconvincingherselfthatshecares

nomorebutdeepdownshelongedforherapology

PRETTY:(smiling)wheredoyoustay,Iheardyou

longmoved

FIFI:(smiling)isthatayesIforgiveyouFifi?

PRETTY:(laughing)nowaysbitch,Iamnotforgiving

you,notafteryoumadesomewitchmovesonmy

man

FIFI:(laughing)Iwouldn'tforgivemeeitherifIwere

youbutcomeonfriendkanaIwasdemon

possessed,Iswearthedevilwasusingme

PRETTY:(rolledhereyeslaughing)yeahright!



FIFI:(laughingsoftly)sohowaboutwemeetover

lunch,billsonme

Pretty'seyeswidenedsurprisedbythe"billsonme"

shewonderedwhereshewouldpossiblygetthe

moneybecausethelasttimeshesawhera

restaurantwasanogoareaforhermainlybecause

shecouldn'tafforditbutnowheresheisarranging

meetupsinrestaurants

PRETTY:wow!

FIFI:what?

PRETTY:(smiling)IswearImissedoutonalotof

things,themightyFifijustofferedtotakemeoutfor

lunch

FIFI:(laughing)asknoquestionsandhearnolies



baby,butanywaythanksforforgivingmemydear

friend,I'mhumbled.ohhandI'llforwardyouthe

details

PRETTY:alrightbyemmastsenwa

Shehungupsmilingandgotupmakingherwayto

thelounge...

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

shehungupandlookedathersisterwhowasbusy

onherphone

DUDU:whyareyousomoody,youwerenotlikethis

twomonthsagowhenyoucameherebutnowallof

asuddenyoudon'ttalk,allyoudoisspendmostof

yourtimeinthebedroomafterschoolplusyouare

foreveronyourphone,whatsgoingon?



HER:nothing

ShecontinuedtypingonherphoneasDudusighed

andstoodupgoingtothekitchenashersistermade

herwaytothebedroomwheresheslammedthe

doorandthrewherselfonthebedcrying,shehad

missedherperiodanddidn'tknowhowtobreakthe

newstohersister,shehadletitgoonforalong

timebecauseshewasscaredhersisterwouldn't

believeherandprobablythrowheroutonthestreets,

ithadalwaysbeenthetwoofthemasDudutook

careofherwhileshestayedinaboardingschoolbut

sincetwomonthsagoHersisterthoughtitsbestshe

movesinpermanentlywiththembecauseshewas

doingherfinalyear.Howeverthatdidn'tworkoutin

herfavourasallitbroughtwasapainfulexperience

shewouldliketoforgetallaboutoratleastputan

endtoit,runningawayseemedlikeaperfectoption

rightnowbutwhatwillshedowithababyallalone.

Sheswallowedhardastearsstreameddownher

face,sherubbedthemoffthenthedoorflungopen



DUDU:whatsgoingonSisi,whyareyoucrying,

pleasetalktome

HER:(rubbingthetearsoffinpanick)I....imokay,its

theperiodpains,yesuminmyperiodsandits

painfulthatswhyIammoody

DUDU:aww,youshould'vetoldmeealier,letmeget

youpainkillers,okay?

ShenoddedasDuduturnedwalkingouttogetthe

pills,Sisisighedconvincingherselftoopenuptoher

butquicklyrememberedtheMiastorythatDuduhad

narratedtoher,shewasyoungyesbutoldenoughto

seethestoryjustwasn'tmakingsenseandnowthat

shehadencounteredthesamefateshesureknew

hersisterwasjustbeingprotectiveofherpervert,

thinkingaboutthatmadeherchangehermind

becauseshecertainlydidn'twanttodestroytheir



relationshipashersisterhasalwaysbeentherefor

her

DUDU:(walkingin)here,I'msureyouwillfeelbetter

after

HER:thankyou

Shetookthepillsandglassofwaterfromher

throwingoneinhermouthbeforegulpingallthe

waterdown

DUDU:restnow,I'llgo.makesomethingtoeat

HER:okay

ShelaiddownasDudusteppedoutoftheguest

room...



MeanwhileatMandla'shouse

Shegotupandwipedherkneesputtingthebible

awaybeforeturningbacktothelivingroomwhere

shefoundMandlabandaginghisswollenhand

GRACE:nobabe,takethatoff

MANDLA:(lowvoice)itreducesthepain

GRACE:(softly)nodont,Ihonestlydontknowwhatto

doanymorebecauseitsgettingworseeveryday,lets

trythatUKdoctor

MANDLA:ok

Graceheldhisotherhandandkneltnexttohim



MANDLA:(eyeswidened)whatareyoudoing?

GRACE:letspray

MANDLA:(angrily)noIcan't,i-.....

Hequicklystooduptryingtowalkawaybutthepain

onhishandwastoomuchasitmadehimlose

balancehencefallingtotheground

MANDLA:(screaming)aaahh,,,ouchhh!

Hescreamedsoloudthatitbrokeherheartseeing

himinagonizingpain,tearsformedatthecornersof

hereyesbutshelookedupstoppingthemfrom

falling,shecouldn'tunderstandwhyMandlaalways

avoidedprayerbuttodayshepromisedherselfthat

shewillnotlistentohisexcusessoshewalkedto



himandsquattedholdinghishand

GRACE:(holdinghim)heavenlyfatherIspeak

deliveranceuponmydearfriend,deliverhimfrom

evilandsethimfree,fatherhelphimknowyouand

surrenderhislifeuntoyou

-..........................................................................

ShecontinuedprayingasMandlafelthiswholebody

burning,thefirewassobadthatitgothim

scratchinghisbodytryingtorelievehimselfbutit

gotnotbettermakinghimscratcheventhewounded

hand,ittearedupashescratcheditmore,more

blooddrippedfromhishandasapartofhishand

fleshstartedfalling,ontheotherhandGracefinally

stoodupfeelingmorestrongandpowerful,asshe

wasprayingshesensedacoldwavefillingtheroom

butshehadhereyesclosedandcontinuedchanting

prayersinwar,theholyspiritfelluponherand

instructedhertotouchhimandasshedidthatshe

feltsomethingdifferentasadifferentodourfilled



theroomandhisskinfeltweirdlyslippery

GRACE:inthemightynameofJesusChristIspeak

yourbloodLord,yourdev-...........

Shecontinuedprayingwhileontheotherhand

MandlafelthisskintighteningupasZumbatriedto

surface,therewasahugebattleasthesnakesspirit

clutchedwithherprayers,Mandlagroanedthen

Graceopenedhereyesastheyfellonthe...............
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MandlagroanedthenGraceopenedhereyesasthey

fellontheunbelievablyallgreenhugesnakethat

squirmeditstwoheadsrollingitsfoureyesasthey

changedcoloursfromgreentored

ZUMBA:(hissingfurious)ssssssssss.......

Itwentonhissingasitsquirmedthetwobigheads

towardsGracewhofora.momentgotterrifiedand

fellonherback

GRACE:(screaming)babe!Babe,helllppp.....

Shemovedtothebackonherbuttlookingatthe

furiousbrightgreensnakeasitsslipperyandshiny

skinglitteredtemporarilyblurringhervisionwhile



shestaggeredbackstillonherbutt

GRACE:hellppp!!!!!!!

Tearsstreameddownherfaceasthetwoheaded

angrysnakewaileditstongueontheairandaround

herscaredface....

Meanwhileinthecave,thecaveagentsintheresting

areasensedthewarthathadjusteruptedandknew

theyhadtolocatetheirmasterforback-up,thetiny

manyColourfulsnakessquirmedtheirwayoutofthe

restingsideandwiggledtheirsoftshinybodiesaway

passingbytheforbiddensidebeforeheading

towardstheawfullyquietritualspond,thewaterwas

stillastheotherlargesnakeslaydownlifelessand

rotten,itwasonlynowwhenitdawnedonthecave

agentsthattheirterritorywasinvadedandunder

greatattackthatneededthemtoliftthebarsothey

slippedtheirslipperybodiesintothestillwatersoas

toreachouttotheirmasterbeforeitstoolate.....



BackatMandla'shouse

Shetriedstandingupbutfellbackonherbutt

almostbreakingherarmthensheflinchedasZumba

thehugesnakelickedherface

GRACE:(screaming)ahhhhhhhhh,nooooohhhh!!

Help!

Shelookedaroundasshegotpressedagainstthe

walltrembling,inthemidstofherterroritdawnedon

herhowquicklyMandlahadvanished,he

was.nowheretobeseenwhichwasveryweird

becauseshedidn'tseehimwalkingout,besides,he

wasintoomuchpaintoevengoanywhere,while

stillpressedagainstthewallasthehugeallgreen

snakeopeneditsmouthwideaimingforherhead

thecaveagentswiggledtheirtinysoftandshiny

bodiesinsidetheroomfillingitup,themany



colourfultinysnakeswiggledtheirbodiesaroundthe

houseasGracescreaminginterrorlookingatthem

thenoneofthemmovedclosertoherfeetand

coileditsshinyblacksoftbodyaroundherleg,while

lookingatitterrifiedsheranthroughmemorylane

andrememberedtheirfirstdatewhenashinysmall

snakecoileditselfaroundherlegalmostbitingher,it

somuchfeltlikearepetitionofeventsand

somehowhermindopenedupasshestarted

thinkingdeep,shethoughtabouthowMandla

weirdlyvanishedandshewashereseeingthevery

samescarysnakesshehadseenbeforewhenthey

weretogether

GRACE:(withtearsstreamingdownherhopeless

face)Mandla...

Theallblacktinysnakewiggleditsshinybodyinto

herdressupherbodyasshescreamedforhelp,the

softnessofitsskinandthecoldnesssentchills

downherspineleavingherfrowning



GRACE:(frowning)ahhh,,mmh....ahhh

MeanwhileZumbathelargesnakewailedhistwo

redtonguesinvictoryashenowknewhisagents

heardthecallingandtherewasnowaypossiblefor

thetroublesomegirltodefeathiskingdom,thescary

allgreensnakerolleditseyesscaringthepoorGrace

evenmoreasitpoppedthemoutrevealingthered

veinsoftheeyesbeforeitwaileditstonguein

celebration

MeanwhileatChurch

Thepastorapproachedthecoupleandsatdown

greeting

PASTOR:hello



BOTH:afternoonpastor

PASTOR:howareyou?

MIA:wearefinepastor

PASTOR:Great!Letsstartthesession

Hesaidthatandgothisbibleflippingthepagesbut

stoppedashisfingersstartedchoking

PASTOR:(flip)ouch!

MIA:(concerned)areyoufinepastor?

Hestoodupandfeltacoldstrongwavepassing

beforehimathighspeedasitsentchillsdownhis

spineandthatonitsownwasenoughforhimto



knowheneededtogetinawarfare,hehadseenit

inthespiritbutwasneversurewhenitstimingwill

be,hiseyesturnedredashestartedsweatingwhile

theduolookedathimconfused

MIA:pastor

Heignoredherandconnectedwiththeholyspiritas

hestartedinterceedinginhisheart,hewentonand

blinkedafewtimesashetriedtoseeclearlythenhe

clenchedhisteethseeinghowGracehadbeen

overpoweredbythekingdomofdarkness.He

certainlyknewitwastimetogettohiswarroomand

callfordevineprotectionfromabove.......

PASTOR:(sweating)umsorry,letsreschedule

becauseIhaveanemergency

YAYA:okaypastor



MIA:but-.......

Withoutwaitingforanyresponseheturnedand

pacedtothewarroomastheylookedathimtotally

confused

MIA;andthen??

YayashruggedhisshouldersasMiasighedturning

totheexit

MIA:letsgo

Theyturnedwalkingoutofthechurchpremises......

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

sheheldtheplateinonehandandknockedsoftlyon



herdoor

DUDU:canI.comein?

HER:yeah

Sheopenedupwalkinginsideandputtheplateon

thebedsidedrawersmilingatherweirdlysad

sister'sface,Sisihadalwaysbeenthebubblyand

talkativetypebutforsomeweirdreasonshelately

changedandbecomeawfullyquiet,shealwaysloved

beingaroundpeoplejokingaroundandwasreally

jollybutnowshehadturnedintoacompletely

differentpersonwhoisolatedherselfmoreand

talkedless,itslikeshetransformedfrombeing

extrovertedtobeingtoomuchofanintrovertedand

thatdidn'tsitwellwithhersister,itreallybothered

herbecauseshecouldtellsomethingwaseatingher

upandshesowishedshecouldopenuptoher

henceshefelttheneedtocheckheroutmoreoften

andchatabitandmaybe,justmaybeshewould



openuptoher,yestodayshecomplainedaboutthe

periodpainsbutshecouldtelltherewasmoretoher

storythanwhatmeetstheeye

DUDU:Ibroughtyourfood

HER:thankyou

Shegottheplateandtookaforktakingthefirstbit,

theysurelookedandsmelledyummybutshehadno

appetiteanddefinitelywasn'tupforamealsoshe

puttheforkdownastheymadeherwannapuke

HER:(heldhermouth)

DUDU:whatswrong,areyoufine

HER:umjust-.....



Shefeltvomitcomingandquicklystooduprunning

tothebathroomwheresheleanedonthetoilet

throwingupasDudufollowedher

DUDU:awwI'msosorry,istheresomethingwrongin

myfood,arethespicesabittoomuch?

HER:(throwingup)ahh

Shegotupandleanedonthetoiletzinkwashingher

mouthasDudulookedatherwithafrown

DUDU:(thoughtfully)what'sgoingon?

HER:umfine

Sherinsedhermouthandturnedwalkingawayto



theguestroomashersisterfollowedher

DUDU:areyoupregnant,don'ttellmeyouallowed

yourselftofallpregnantknowingyoustillhave

school,whoisgoingtotakecareofthebaby?

(Thoughtfully)ohh,,thatswhyyouhavebeenso

distant,Ican'tbelieveyoudidthis

Sheturnedstormingoutangrilyasheryounger

sisterswallowedhardwhiletearsformedatthe

cornersofhereyesfallingdownherface,meanwhile

inthelivingroomDudugotherbagangrilyand

checkedforafewnotesbeforestormingoutthe

maindoorwiththeintentionofdrivingtoanearby

pharmacytobuyahomepregnancytester.Herlittle

sisterheardthedoorslammingandtiptoedtothe

livingroomandwatchedthroughthecurtainasshe

turneddrivingout,luckilythepervertwasn'thomeso

herescapemissionwouldgoonundisturbed,she

pulledthecurtainclosingitashottearsstreamed

downhercheekswhileshesobbed,stillsobbingshe



walkedtothekitchenandreachedbehindthefridge

takingablackropesheheardseenearlier,after

gettingitshepacedtothelivingroomopeningthe

drawersandgrabbedapieceofpaperandapen

scribblingsomethingdown...

Writing........

HER:dearmysweetsister;IamsorryIhadtodothis

butmyhandsaretiedbecauseIknowyouwouldn't

havebelievedmeanywaysothisismyperfect

escapeplan,mylifelostmeaningthemomentyour

dearhusbandlaidhishandsonme,hestarteda

weekafterIgothereandtoldmetokeepitbetween

usifIstillwanttostayhere,hestartedmolestingme

andtookawaymyinnocentthemostpainfulway

andtherewasnothingIcando,Iwashelplessand

hopeless.Ithoughtoftellingyoubutafterhearing

thestoryofyourfriendMiaIknewforsureyouwon't

believemebutnowIampregnantwithyourdear

husband'schildandIcan'tdothisanymore,Iam



tiredandneedtorest.deathismyperfectescape

planrightnowandumsorryforhurtingyou..Ilove

youmydearsister.Keepwell

Bye

YouTubedearsister

Sisi.

Sheputthependownasahotteardroppedonthe

pieceofpaper,sherubbedthetearsoffandslowly

walkedtotheguestbedroomwhereshegotachair

andsteppedonittyingtheropearoundthehanging

lampbeforetyingitaroundherneck,shetightenedit

andkickedthechairoffasshehungintheairwith

hereyesrollingtothebackofherheadwhileshe

triedtoscream

HER:(faintvoice)ahhh...

Shekickedherlegsintheairasherfaceswelledup

thenthebedroomdoorflungopenasDudu'seyes



widenedlookingup......

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Zumbathelargetwoheadedsnakequirmedhistail

towardsGraceandpulledherbodytowardshim

whilehecoiledthetailaroundherbody,thegreen

snakethenraiseditsheadupbeforeaimingfor

Grace'sheadopeningitsmouthwidethen.........
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Shekickedherlegsintheairandthebedroomdoor

flungopenasDudu'seyeswidenedupbeforeshe

screamedoutloudgettingeveryoneinthe

neighborhood'sattention

DUDU:(screaming)noohhh!!!

Shequicklyrantoherandheldherlegspullingthem

alittleupsoastoloosentheropeasshecontinued

screaming,tearsstreameddownherfacewhileshe

lookedaroundtryingtofigureaoutasolution,inno

timethewholeneighborhoodhadfilledupherhouse

talkingloudly

DUDU:(breakingvoice)pleasehelpmesavemy

sister



Afewmenwalkedoverandpulledheroffandheld

hersister'sstillwarmbodybeforecuttingdownthe

ropeastheygentlylaidherheavybodydown,

meanwhileoutsideapolicevanandambulance

pulledupatthegateafterbeingnoticedbyoneself

theneighbors

POLICEMEN:(loud)move!Move

Theywalkedthroughthenoisycrowdandstopped

lookingatherfeetandheralmostpoppingouteyes

thentheparamedicsquicklyrolledherbodyonthe

scoopbedastheothercheckedherpulse

MAN1:(checkingherpulse)sheisstillbreathing

letsmove

Theyquicklylifteditandranthroughthecrowd

makingtheirwaytotheambulancewherethey

quicklypushedthescoopbedinsideastheyjumped



insidesurroundingher,meanwhileoutsideDudutried

togetinsidecryinghystericallyasthetwopolice

menheldhertryingtocalmherdown

POLICEMAN:pleasestepasidemam

DUDU:(Breakingvoice)issheokay,tellmeshewill

befineplease,isshestillbreathing?

POLICEMAN:(pullingherback)mam

Sheheldontothedoortryingtogetinsideastears

streameddownherface

DUDU:(crying)Sisinoo!!Pleasedon'tleaveme,

pleasedon'tdie...noooooo!!

Theypulledherasideastheparamedicsguypulled



theambulancedoorclosingastheambulancetook

off

GUY1:Ithinkwearelosingher,givemethose

we.needtosaveher

Hegotthedefibrillatorandhandeditovertohimas

hegrabbedittouchingthegreenbuttontoturnit

ownbeforeremovingthestickypadsattachingeach

onherbodyandcontinuedwiththechest

compressionsuntilsheshowedsignsoflifeasshe

gaspedforairwithhereyesclosed

GUY1:Ithinkwemanagedtorestoretherhythmof

herheartbeat,bringtheoxygenmask

Theygotitandcoveredhermouthasshetookslow

breathsastheysmiledinvictory...



Meanwhilebackathome,Dudu'shusbandpulledup

atthegateashesteppedoutsurprisedtoseehis

placecrowdedandthepolicevansmadehisheart

skipalittleconsideringthefactthatSisiwasalittle

underage.Hepassedthroughandmadehisway

insideasthepoliceofficersstoppedhimatthedoor

POLICEMAN:youcan'tcomeinsir,thisisnowa

crimescene

HIM:butthisismyhouseIhaveeveryrighttobe

here,what'sgoingon?

Hesaidthatandturnedashiseyesfellonhisteary

andmiserablewife,shecriedevenmoreafterseeing

himandranintohisarmsburstingintotears

DUDU:pleasetakemetothehospital,Ineedtosee

Ifsheisokay



HIM:whatsgoingon,whereisSisi?

DUDU:(throatdriedupashottearsfloweddown)

she-....shetriedtocommitsuicide,Ifoundher

hangingand-......(burstintotearscryingevenmore)

Hisheartstartedpoundingwhileheheldherinhis

arms,helookedaroundtryingtofindawayof

gettinginsidebecauseheverywellknewifshetried

tocommitsuicidethenshewasmorelikelytoleave

aconfessionnoteorsomethingclosetothat,fear

gotthemostofhimasheimaginedhowthings

wouldturnoutifatallsheconfessed

HIM:(muttered)fuck!

DUDU:(lookedupathisface)huh?

Helickedhisdrylipsandrubbedhisfacefrustrated



asDuduasusmedheisjustworriedabouthersister

Helookedaroundandnoticedtherewasnooneinto

thelivingroomasmostofthecopshadfilledupthe

guestroomlookingforpossibleleads

HIM:waithere,Iiwanttogettothebottomofthis

Heletgoofherandslowlywalkedinsidethenran

aroundeveryoneassumedhewasjuststressedand

panickingbecauseofshock

HIM:shit!

Helookedaroundandthrewhisselfonthecouch

scratchinghisheadfrustrated,whilescratchingithe

slowlylifteditupandashiseyesfellonapieceof

paperjustbythedrawer,helookedaroundand

quicklysnatchedthepaperreadingthroughfast



HIM:fuck!

Hefoldeditandpulledhisjacketreadytothrowit

insidehisinnerpocketthen

POLICEMAN:(louder)stop!

Hequicklylookedbackathimwithterrifiedeyes

HIM:I..itsjust-....itsmine

Othersintheguestroomgotalarmedandfilledthe

livingroomupashelookedaroundtryingtothinkof

agoodlie

HIM:itsmine



POLICEMAN:giveittome

Hegotcloserandreleasedhishandashetriedto

resistthenthepolicemanangrilysnatchedthepiece

ofpaperreadingthroughitbeforehepasseditto

oneofhiscolleagues

POLICEMAN:handsupintheairsir,youareunder

arrestfortryingtotemperwiththeevidenceand

morechargeswillbemadeafterfurther

investigations

Helifteduphishandsashisheartpoundedhard

againsthischest,theshameandembarrassmenthe

hasjustputhimselfthroughmadehimresentthe

littlesisterevenmore,theygrabbedhishandsand

pinnedthemtothebackcuffinghimwhilehe

remainedsilent

POLICEMAN:move!



Heslowlysteppedoutofthehouseasthecrowd

lookedathimconfused,.nooneunderstoodanything

astheylookedathimchattingandarguing

WOMAN:Ithinkhekilledherandmadeitlooklikea

suicideattempt,Imeanwhyelsewouldtheyarrest

him

WOMAN2:buthejustgothere,itdoesn'tmake

sense

WOMAN:Ialwaysknewtherewassomethingodd

aboutthisman,thewayhelooksatpeople,ngng

TheychattedasatthefarendDudulookedupand

frownedseeingherhusbandhandcuffed,She

rubbedhertearsandrantowardsthepolicevan



DUDU:whatsgoingon?Whyareyouarrestingmy

husband

POLICEMAN:yourhusbandhasalottodowiththis

tragedyman,move

Hepulledhertothesideastheypushedhiminside

thevan.ateardroppedashelookedathiswife's

tearyfaceandswallowedhard

HIM:(sadly)umsorry

Sheshookherheadindisbeliefastheyclosedup

thevandrivingaway,shefellonherkneescrying

hystericallyasshefeltherwholeworldcrumbling

DUDU:(voicebreaking)nooooGodpleasedontdo

thispleassee........



Theoldwomanwhoistheirneighboursadly

watchedandwalkedovertappinghershoulder

OLDWOMAN:comeondear,letsgotothe

hospital,youwillgoseeyourhusbandafterwards

DUDU:noletsgotopolicestation,Ineedtoknow

whathedidfirst

OLDWOMAN:okaydear

Shegavehera.handhelpingherstandupthenthey

walkedtoherhousewheresheopeneduphercar

hoppinginsidemakingtheirwaytothepolice

station....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE



Zumbathehugesnakeopenedhismouthwide

aimingforGrace'sheadthenshelookedupfeeling

lessscaredallofasudden,sheraisedherhandup

andcalledthenameJesusthreetimes

GRACE:Jesus!Jesus!Jesus!

Zumbafeltahotwavepassingbeforehislargehead

pullinghimbackaheslowlylostgripofherbody,it

hadjustcoileditselfaroundherwithouttightening

thegripsoshewasstillokayandnotharmed

GRACE:GodofAbraham,GodofShaddrack,

MeshackandAbednicocometomyrescue,LordI

releaseyourconsumingfirerightnow,destroythe

devilinfrontofme,LordIneedyourpower,power

Lord!(Movedupanddownprayingboldly)yesJesus,

releaseyourangelsofwarfromabove,destroyeach

andeverysnakeinthisroom,consumetheminyour

consumingfireLordforthebiblesaysmyfathermy

Godthatatthementionofyournameeveryknee



shallbowandeverytongueshallconfess,itsaysmy

fathermyGodthatwehavebeengiventhepowerto

stepontotheserpentsandscorpions,LordIreceive

thepower,IreceivethepowerLord,consumeand

destroyallthissnakesmightyGod,maythechains

fall,.maythearksbreak,maytheshrinesburn,I

receiveandreleasethefireLord,burnallthedevils

agentsLord,(shelookedatthelargegreensnakein

theeyeandangrilycontinued)yousnake!Fire!Burn,

burn!Burn!Catchfireandfall,Idestroyyourterritory

inthemightynameofJesusChrist

Shecontinuedmovingupanddownchantingas

sweatdrippeddownherface,meanwhileinthe

forbiddensideofthecave,thecaverocksstarted

fallingastherestingareacaughtfiredestroyingthe

agentsthathadremainedbehindtowatchand

protectthecave,theirtinybodieswiggledaround

catchingfireandmelteddownasthewaterinthe

ritualspondstarteddisappearing,thewaterslowly

wentdownuntilitrandryandemptybeforeahuge

balloffireenteredthecaveburningeverything..........



Meanwhileatchurch

Thepastorslowlystoodupandbrushedthedustoff

hiskneesbeforehelookedupsmiling,henowfelt

thehotwavethathadreplacedtheearliercoldwave

andnowheknewherdeardaughterinChristfought

thebattleandwassoclosetovictory,helookedat

hiswristwatchrelievedandnoticeditwasalready

latesohewalkedoutmakinghiswayhome.Yeshe

knewthebattlewouldprobablygoonforthewhole

nightbuthewasnotworriedanymoreasthechosen

onegainedherauthoritybackandneededhimless

ATTHEPOLICESTATION

theyrantowardsthereceptionwhereoneofthe

copsinchargeofhiscasefamiliarisedherfaceand

metthemhalfway



POLICEMAN:mam

DUDU:pleaseletmesee.myhusband

POLICEMAN:umsorryyoucan'tseehimbutwait

here,Ihavetoshowyousomething

Heturnedwalkingtohisofficewherehepickedthe

pieceofpaperandwalkedbacktotheduohandingit

over

POLICEMAN:Ihopethisclearseverythingforyou

Shegotthepieceofpaperandtearfullyreadthrough

itasherthroatdriedup

SISI:.......................Iamsosorrymydearsister,bye!



Shefeltherchestcontractingasshetemporarily

failedtobreath,withherhandonherchestshe

staggeredbackandlickedherdrylipsasshesaw

herwholeworldcrumbling,nowmorethanevershe

regrettedcominghereinsteadofrunningafterher

sisterwhoseeminglyhadbeenthroughalotand

neededhermost.Theoldwomanquicklysnatched

thepaperandreadthroughitshakingherheadin

shock

DUDU:(tearfully)lets-....letsgotothehospital

pleaseee

Theoldwomangrabbedherhandandturnedasthey

pacedtowardstheparkinglotwheretheyhoppedin

hercardrivingoffinthedarknight............THENEXT

DAY

ANOTHERINSERTCOMINGUP

#
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THENEXTDAY

Themachinesstartedbeepingasthealarmed

doctorsturnedfacingherastheotheronechecked

herpulse

DOCTOR:getthedefibrillator



Hegotitandpresseditagainstherchestwallsinan

attempttorestoretherhythmofherheartbeat,he

wentonandonpressingthemagainstherasthe

othersranaroundtryingsaveher,meanwhileoutside

oneofthedoctorssteppedoutashiseyesfellona

womansleepingonthebenches,hetappedher

shoulderwakingherup,shelookedupputtingher

legsonthefloorashesmiledrememberingherfrom

thepreviousnight,shehadrushedinsidethe

hospitalwithanoldwomanalltearyandbeggingto

seehersisterbutwasdeniedthechancetomainly

becauseshewasstillunstableanddoctorswere

workinghardtosaveher,hereckonedshehadslept

thereinthecoldandfeltsorryforher

DOCTOR2:(softly)hey,didyousleephere?

DUDU:(tearfully)canIseemysisterissheokay?



Shegotuprubbingheroverflowingtearsashe

lookedatwithnoanswersthenthedoormade

a.soundasoneofthedoctorsopenedupwithasad

face

DUDU:(turnedtohim)doctor-...

Heslowlypulledoffthesurgicalmaskoffhisface

andlookeddowntryingtofindtherightwordsof

breakingdownthesadnewstoher

DUDU:(breakingvoice)canIseemysisterplease

saysomething

Heswallowedhardandsadlylookedatherteary

face

DOCTOR2:let'sgotomyoffice



Duduknewwhatthosewordsmeantasthelasttime

sheheardapersonofhisstaturesaidthesame

thingwaswhenshefoundoutherparentswereno

more,thelasttimesheheardsomeonesayinglets

talkin.myofficewasthelastshesawhertwo

favoritepeopleandnowhereshewasabouttogo

throughthesamethingagain,shesurewasn'tready

toloseherlittlesisterandshehadsomuchhopein

herandcouldn'twaittoseehergraduateinvarsity,

shecouldn'twaittoseehergetajob,herfirst

car.tearsstreameddownasshedraggedherheavy

feetbehindhimfollowinghimtohisofficewherehe

openedupandsatdownofferingherachair

HIM:(softsoftly)pleasesit

.sheslowlysatdownwithhereyesfictionhers

HIM:Iamsorrybutwedideverythingwecan

unfortunatelywelostthefight,umsorrybutshe

didn'tmakeitoutalive



Dudufeltherheadspinningaroundasshesawlittle

strikesoflightflashingbeforehereyes,herwhole

bodybecameheavyasathinpainstrikedthrough

herheadalmostfeelinglikeaheadache,tears

streameddownhercheeksuncontrollablybefore

sheburstintoapooloftearscryinghysterically

whiletheotherdoctorwalkedinandsadlywalkedin

andpulledheruphugginghertight

HIM:umsorry

Hehuggedhersotightassheletloseandtookout

thepaininherheart

HIM:(softly)youshouldgosaygoodbyebeforethey

takehertothemortuary

Hearinghimsaythatbrokeherheartevenmoreas

thethoughtofherdearsisterlyinginacoldtrunkcut

waytoodeep,heheldherandturnedsupportingher



withhismuscularbodyastheywalkedbacktothe

wardwhereheopenedup,hereyesfellonher

swollennowdarkfaceassheclosedhereyes

lookingpeaceful,shestoodbesidethebedand

breathedheavilybeforeopeninghermouth

DUDU:(Breakingvoice)umsosorrySisi,Ipromised

myparentsthatIwouldtakecareofyoubutnowI

faileddismally,IwishIcouldturnbackthehandsof

timeandmakethingsrightbutnow-...''(swallowed

hard)butnowyouarenomoreandthereisnothingI

canpossiblydo,IfailedtoprotectyouandI'llnever

findpeace,(rubbedhertearoff)Ican'tbelieveyou

aregone,itwastoosoonand-.....UmsorrySisi.I

promiseI'llmakesurehepaysforeverythingheput

youthroughIswear-.......(shebrokedowncryingand

fellontopofherholdingherasshescreamed)

DUDU:(criedholdingherlifelessbody)aaaaahhhh

hahahhhhhaaaaa.......



Theyslowlypulledheroffthelifelessbodyasshe

criedherlungsoutthentheypulledthesheetover

coveringherfacebeforetheywheeledthestretch

bedout

DUDU:pleasewakeuppp,wakeuppppp-.......

Shetriedtoruntowardsthestretchbedbutthey

heldhertightlytryingtoshushherastheother

doctorsadlywatchedfeelingsorryforher...

DOCTOR:umm-.....I'mknockingoffinafew,canI

driveyouhome?

Hiscolleaguessmiledseeinghowdrawnhewasto

thebereavedwoman,hepulledoffhissurgicalmask

andtookofftheglovesbeforeholdingherhandso

theycanwalkoutofthehospital..theysteppedinhis

caranddroveoutashestoleglancesofherteary

butstillbeautifulface



HIM:OhhbythewaymynameIsJaysonbutyoucan

callmeJay

Shekeptquietstillthinkingaboutthelastimageof

hersisterasherheartbroke

HIM:(thoughtfully)youShouldcallyourfamily

Sheignoredhimstilllostinatrainofthoughtsthem

hedroveawaysilently

MEANWHILEATMIA'SHOUSE

shebrowsedthroughherphonethenherjaw

droppedlookingatthevideoplayingonFacebook

MIA:what?



ShelookedcloselyandsawDudu'stearyfaceas

paramedicspushedthescoopstretcherattheback

oftheambulance,fewminuteslaterthehusband

passedthecrowdhandcuffed

MIA:whatthe?

YAYA:whatsgoingonbabe?

Hereachedforherphoneandwatchedthevideoas

Miaquicklystooduppickinghercarkeys

MIA:(panting)Ihavetogo,thatsmyfriendum.sure

sheneedsme

YAYA:(curious)whathappened?



MIA:Idon'tknowbutIhavetobethereforherlets

goplease

Hestoodupastheystormedout

YAYA:thekeys,youcan'tdrivelikethis

Hethrewthemtohissidebeforetheyhoppedinside

drivingoff.....

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

shefellonthefloorexhaustedbutstillcontinued

hammeringtheprayerbecausesherealizedanylittle

mistakewouldbetheendofher,sheslowlytookof

herclothesstillchantingprayersasshewasreally

wetfromalltheovernightsweating,sheliterally

spentthewholenightinawarfare,atsomepoint

shefeltlikegivingupbecauseshefelttoosleepy



andthesnakewasn'tgivingupbutsheremembered

thepastor'swordsandthatgavehermorecourage

andstrengthtogoon

GRACE:(lowvoice)LordIhavefoughtthebattle,

takeoverandletyourwillbedone!

Shesaidthat.slowlyashereyesclosedup,

meanwhileZumbathelargesnakerolledonthefloor

beforewigglinghisheavybodyaroundtryingtorun

awayfromtheconsumingfirethathadsurrounded

him,thesoftheavytailwiggledaroundandfell

heavilyonGrace'spassedoutselfasshelaydown

motionlessonthefloor

GRACE:(sleepy)ouch!

Stillinherdeepsleepsheflinchedtouchingher

foreheadbeforeherhandfelltothegroundasshe

slippedmoreintoadeepsleep,ontheotherend,the



largesnake'sotherheadquicklycoileditselfback

intothesoftbodyasitlostpowersbecomingtoo

weak,ahugebeamoflightenteredtheroomthen

Zumbathehugesnakequicklysquirmedhisheavy

bodyawaytryingtopassthroughthedoorbutgot

stuckinsideastheholyspiritimmensepowerfilled

theroomcompletelydisablingtheenemyandthe

darkpowers,Zumba'sheadfellhardtotheground

andheslowlylostbreathashiswholebodymelted

onthefloorturningblack.......

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

thetwocarspulledupatthegateandthenow

emptyyardandDudusteppedoutandsadlyclosed

thedoorturningashereyesfellontheleastperson

inherexpectations,shelookeddownasMiasmiled

tearfullyrunningoverandhuggedhertight

MIA:umsosorry



DUDU:(brokeintotears)

MIA:(shushingher)umsosorry,howisshe?

DUDU:(breakingvoice)sheisnomoreMia,Ikilled

mysister,itsallmyfaultand-..'

Shefeltsomethingimstuckonherthroatand

swallowedhardastearsstreameddownwhileMia

huggedhertight,shegrabbedherbyherwetcheeks

andsadlywipedhertears

MIA:itsokay,pleasedon'tcry,shhh...itsgoingtobe

okay

ShecontinuedcryingasMiacomfortedherthenthey

walkedinsidetheawfullyquiethouse,Miagot

Dudu'sphoneanddialednumberscallingher



relativestoletthemknowofthetragedythathad

befallenthem........

MeanwhileatMoyo'shouse

Fifilookedatheralldolledupselfandsmiledgetting

herLouisVuittonhandbagbeforeheadingout

passingMoyoseatedinthelounge

MOYO:goingsomewhere?

FIFI:ohhsnap!Iforgottotellyoulastnight,

remembermyfriend,theoneItoldyouabout?

MOYO:(concentratingonhisphone)yes

FIFI:yes,Iamgoingtoseeher



MOYO:alright

Shebentoverplantinga.kisson.hislipsbefore

walkingout.....

TenminuteslaterMoyosnappedoutofitandputhis

phoneawayashethoughtoftheconversationthey

justhad

MOYO:dammit!

HeclenchedhisteethasherememberedFifi'sstory

aboutThembaandthegirlfriend.Thembadidn't

knowhehadsavedfifibutnowhefuckedupandlet

hergomeetwithhisgirlfriend,thisdidn'tlookgood

forhimatallandwouldcertainlybrewupwar,he

stormedoutsidecallingouthernamebutshewas

nowheretobefound

MOYO:(callingher)fifi!



Helookedaroundbeforeholdinghiswaistandgot

backinsidethehousewherehethrewhisbodyon

thecouchrubbinghisfacefrustrated............

#
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HegothisphoneanddialedThemba



THEMBA:yohman,whatsup?

MOYO:(lowvoice)easy,arewereadyforlater?

Thembaswallowedhardnotsurewhattosay,he

hadpromisedhimselfthathewouldstopbutnever

reallydidinthepastfewmonthsbecausehe

reckonedhestillhadtoraiseandmakemoremoney

tofundhisbusiness,hedidallthatandnowfeltit

wasenough,hehasbeenmeaningtotellMandla

abouthisdecisionbutnevergotthechancetodoso

THEMBA:(swallowedhard)ummm.....yes

MOYO:alright,isthebigbosscomingaswell?

THEMBA:Idoubt,hehasbeenalotdistantandum

assumingheisbusysowewillhavetodothisone

withouthim



MOYO:okaybye

Hehungupandsmiledrelieved,heonlycalledjust

tomakesurethatPrettydidn'ttellhimandnowhis

calmnessrestassuredhim

MeanwhileatSpur

PrettysteppedoutoftheMercedes-Benzinher

boyfriendjeanandwhitet-shirtlookingsimpleand

classyasherwhitenikesneakersblendedwellwith

theoutfit,sheclosedthedoorandwalkedinside

spurlookingaroundthenspottedafamiliarfaceat

thefarend

PRETTY:(jawdropped)Fifi!

Sheheldhermouthsurprisedwalkingovertotheso



muchdifferentFifi,shehadcompletelytransformed

andlookedevenlightwithhernicelymadehairstyle,

shesawPrettywalkingoverthenstoodupturning

aroundtoshowoff

FIFI:(turningaround)yesbaby,theoneandonlyFifi

PRETTY:ohhwow!Youlookbeautiful,IswearI

didn'trecognizeyouforamoment,wow

Shesmiledlookingatherfromtoptobottomand

admiredherexpensivetaste,heroutfitwasonpoint

andgaveheranexceptionallook

FIFI;(smiling)youalsolookbeautifulfriend,Ican't

believethisisreallyus,wemadeitfriend,wemadeit!

Theylaughedbrieflyandhuggedbeforepullingoffto

grabtheirseatsandlookedatthemenueordering



theirmealsandstartedcatchingup.......

ATDUDU'SHOUSE

sheranupanddownhelpingherwithcleaningas

peopleslowlyfilleduptheplace

MIA:weneedtobuyafewthingsbutdon'tworry,I'll

drivetothemallnowanddoshoppingwhileyourest

DUDU:(tearfully)thankyou

Miagrabbedherhandsandlookedinhertearyeyes

beforekissingherforehead

MIA:don'tworryokay,itsgoingtobeokay

DUDU:(noddedtearfully)



MiaturnedwalkingoutasDudusadlylookedather,

sheimaginedhowshehadchasedheroutand

accusedherofmakingmoveson.herpervert

husband,apartofheralwaysknewhewaslyingbut

shekeptonconvincingherselfotherwisejustto

makeherselffeelbetterbutnowMiatheverysame

personshehadabandonedduringhertoughdays

washerebeingthebestwhennooneelsebothered

tohelp,shecriedsilentlyasguiltbuiltupinherheart

makingherevenmoresad,tearsfloweddownas

sherubbedthembeforelyingonthemattresscrying

silently..

ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

Zumbafellhardtothegroundslowlylosingbreath

asGraceopenedhereyeslookingaround,shegot

upfeelingalotlightandlookedatthedoorasher

eyesfellonMandlalyingonthefloornaked,she

turnedaroundlookingforthehugesnakebutitwas



nowheretobefoundandtheWindowswerewide

openasmorewindenteredthehouse,everything

wassmashedonthefloorasthewholehouse

lookedmessy,sherushedtotheWindowsclosing

themandfixedthecurtainsbeforehurryingtothe

doorwhereshesquattednexttohimandturnedhis

bodyaround,tearsfloweddownherfacewhile

lookingathismotionlessbodythatlookedrather

lifeless

GRACE:(screaming)nooooohhhh!!!Pleasewakeup

Sheshookhisbodytryingtowakehimupbuttono

availthenshethoughtfullystooduphurryingtothe

bedroomwhereshegrabbedafleeceblanket

throwingitoverhisbodytocoverhimbeforeshe

pressedthepanickbutton,inafewminutesthe

securitycompanywasatthemansionand

surroundedthewholeareawhileothersquickly

madetheirwayinsidewheretheypickedhimupand

rushedoutasGracefollowedthemcryingherlungs



out

GRACE:(toherself)no,no,Grace!Praypray!

Sheaskedoneoftheguardstodrivewithherinthe

rangeroverhandingoverthecarkeysasshe

climbedtothebackseatsinterceeding

GRACE:heavenlyLordpleasesavemyfearfriend,

fatherIspeakyourdevineprotectionuponhim,no

weaponfashionedagainsthimwillprosper-............

Shecontinuedprayingasthecarspedoffbehind

theotheronethatwastransportingMandla...

Twentyminuteslater

Theyarrivedatthehospitalasthewholesquad



steppedoutoftheircarsatago,Gracehurriedto

themastheycarriedhimonthescoopstretcher

walkinginsidethebigbuilding

HIM:(screaming)nurse!

Thehospitalstaffondutysawthegroupofguards

carryinghimthentheystoppedwhattheywere

doingallattendinghimastheysurroundedhim

DOCTOR:checkhispulse

Hecheckedthepulseandnoddedastheywheeled

himinsidethewardleavingtheguardsandGrace

outside,insteadofscreamingandthrowingherself

onthefloorlikeshenormallywouldsheturnedback

tothecarwhereshehoppedinandstartedpraying

hardwhiletearsfloweddownherface.

Meanwhileinsidethewardtheyconnectedhimto

dripsandlifesupportmachinesthencheckedhis



temperaturewhichwasunbelievablyhigh,his

temperaturewassomuchhighthatitscaredthe

doctorsondutyastheyallknewthatchancesof

savinghimarewaytooless

DOCTOR:heislosingbreath,gettheoxygenmask

Theytookitandquicklycoveredhismouthasother

doctorsranaroundtryingtoworktogetherinsaving

himashewasnowunconscious

DOCTOR:shit!WearelosinghimLetstakehimto

ICU,move!

Intheirwhitecoats,theyquicklywheeledhimoutas

machinesconnectedtohimmadebeepingsounds

astheyrantowardstheentrance........

Sevenhourslater



Inthedarknight,theIndianlongbearedguydimmed

thelightsandwalkedovertotheexchangespot

meetingThembaandMoyohalfwaythenbumped

fist

THEMBA:wemeetagainMrSingh

SINGH:(Indianaccent)Icannevergettiredof

seeingyourfacesbecauseyoudeliveronlythebest,

freshmeat

Theybrieflylaughedbeforehesignaledoneofhis

Indianguystocheckthetruckandconfirmifit'sthe

agreednumber,hemovedtothetruckandlithis

torchmovingitaroundtheirtearyandscaredfaces

thenwalkedback

HIM:it'sperfect



SINGH:(smiling)nice!Getthemoneybagstotheir

car,

HIM:okayboss

SINGH:(lookingatThemba)whereisMrMatthews,

thisisthesecondexchangehemissed?

THEMBA:hehasbeenalotbusylatelybutumsure

hewillbethereonthenextexchange

SINGH:great!

TheyfinishedloadingthemoneybagsinThemba's

carthensignaledtosinghthattheywerealldone

andreadytohittheroad



SINGH:nicedoingbusinesswithyougentleman,till

wemeetagain

Theyshooktheirhandsandturnedwalkingbutall

instantlyfelltothegroundasgunshotswerebeing

firedallover,hetriedstandinguptoescapebutgot

shotrightonthechestandfellonthefloorasblood

gushedprofusely.................AWEEKLATER

#
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AWEEKLATER...

Menandwomendressedinblackenteredtheyard

walkinginsmallgrtheoupschattingasDuduand

Miasteppedoutofthehearse,Miaheldherhandas

theywalkedintheyardwalkingtowardsthehouse

wheretheyquietlysteppedinandsatonthe

mattress,DudusadlysighedasMiarubbedher

shoulder

MIA:letmegoandgetyousomethingtoeat

DUDU:(weakvoice)thankyou

ShestoodupwalkingoutwhileDudulaiddown

tearfully......

Twohourslater......



Therewasonlyafewpeopleleft,itwastooquiet

andlonely,realitykickedinasnowthequietness

madeherthinkmoreofwhichmadeherreallysad

asshecouldn'tstopblamingherselfforhersister's

death,ateardroppedthensherubbeditoff

swallowinghardasshestoodupgoingtoher

bedroom

MIA:(softly)hey,Ishouldgetgoingnow,willcome

bylater

DUDU:(turnedtoher)alright

MIA:okbye

Miawalkedcloserandhuggedherrubbingherback

beforesheturnedwalkingaway



DUDU:(softly)umsorry

Shequicklystoppedasitwentawfullyquiet,thenot

sopleasantmemoryofthefatefuldaycrossedher

mindsaddeningher

DUDU:(tearfully)Iamsorry

MiaturnedfacinghersadlyasDudu'shottears

floweddownhercheeks

DUDU:(breakingvoice)Ishould'vebelievedyouthat

daybutIwasblindedbyloveand-......(rubbedher

tears)Ishould'vebelievedyoubutIchosenotto,I

justdidn'twanttobelievehecoulddothat,yesIat

somepointaskedmyselfwhyhewasinyourroom

inthefirstplacebutIstillconvincedmyselfthathe

wasn'tguilty,andIfailedyou,Ileftyouwhenyou

neededmemostbuttodayyouareheresupporting

meevenafterwhatIputyouthrough,idon'tknow



whatIwould'vedonewithoutyou,Iamreallysorry

forwhatIdid,pleaseforgiveme

Shesaidthatandburstintotearscryinghysterically

thenMiatearfullywalkedoverandhuggedhertightly

MIA:(softly)itsokay,stopcrying

DUDU:(crying)pleaseforgiveme

MIA:(softly)Ilongforgaveyounowallyouhaveto

doisforgiveyourselfandstopblamingyourself

DUDU:(breakingvoice)noMia,thisisallmyfault,I

failedyouandletapervertroamaroundandnowmy

sisterisnomore,Ishouldn'thavebelievedhim,I

should'vebelievedyouandmaybe,justmaybethis

wouldn'thavehappened,maybemysisterwouldstill

bealive,Ikilledmysisterahhh....



Miashushedherasshecontinuedcryingherlungs

outinherarms..afterwhatseemedlikeforevershe

calmeddownthenMiahelpedhertoherbedroom

whereshelaiddownforarestasMiatookoff...

ATHOSPITAL

Shefelthishandmovingandlookedupathisface

foracloserlookasheslowlyopenedhiseyes

GRACE:(excited)ohmyGod,youareup,(lookedup)

ohhthankyouJesus

Gracebenthugginghimhappilyashelookedaround

confused

GRACE:(smiledlookingathim)youscaredme



Sheturnedrunningtothedoorcallingoutthenurse

GRACE:(panting)doctors!doctorheisup

Thenursecamerunningintohiswardandchecked

everythingtoseeifhewasokayasGracewatched

smilingatMandlawhoseemedtobecompletelylost

DOCTOR:itsgoodtohaveyouback,howareyou

feelingMrMatthews?

MANDLA:(keptquietwhilelookingaroundto

familiarisehimselfwiththeplace)

DOCTOR:sir

MANDLA:(confused)who-...whatamIdoinghere?



GRACE:(walkingclosertohim)babe

MANDLA:(frowned)whoareyou?

GRACE:(surprised)what?

MANDLA:(satuprightashiseyesmovedaroundthe

room)whathappened?

Thedoctorfrownedlookingathiseyelidsthen

turnedtoGrace

DOCTOR:Ithinkyoushouldstepoutforafew

minutes

GRACE:(worried)isheokaydoctor?



DOCTOR:please

Graceslowlystaggeredbackasthedoctorreached

forhismedicalboxtakingoutafew

equipments..sheopenedupandsteppedoutside

thensatonthebenchesbitinghernailsnervously

MEANWHILEATKG'SHOUSE

KG:(clickedhistongue)Ican'tbelieveweshotthe

Indianguy,dammit!

SK:thisisfuckedupman,Isawthenewsealier,

apparentlyhediedinthehospitallastnight,ifonly

hewasntdeadthemmaybegettingbackinthe

businesswouldn'tbehardassoonashegotbackto

India

KG:Ishouldn'thavepulledthetriggerbutIhonestly



thoughtitwasthatbastard,howcomehemissed

theexchange

SK:hemissedtwoconsecutiveexchanges,we

shouldhavefinishedhimoffonthatlastexchange

KG:yeah,nowthismeansnobusinessforme,um

completelydoomed,fuck!

SK:(sighedfrustrated)can'twetrymakenew

connections?

KG:itwon'tbeeasy,andwhataboutthosetwoguys,

hispuppies?

SK:Ididn'thearanythingaboutthembutIthink

abouttwopeoplefellflattothegroundthatnightso

I'mnotsureiftheyallescaped



KG:(angrily)Iwon'tletthisslide,thismotherfucker

isnotgoingtowin,notnow,notever..notafter

ruiningmylifelikethis

SK:yeahheshouldn'tgetawaywiththis

KG:thetraffickingbusinessmightbeoverbecause

theclientisnomorebutIamstillcomingforhis

head,thisisallhisfault

Heclickedhistongueastheycontinuedchattinga

wayforward

ATMOYO'SHOUSE

Theyardwasallquietaftereveryonedispersedto

theirhomes,onlyafewrelativesandhisclosefamily

memberswerestillthereashismothersatonthe

mattressinablackoutfit,shesadlyrubbedhertears



andangrilylookedatthedoorasFifiwalkedininher

stilettoschewingagum

OLDWOMAN:(softly)heydear,pleasecomesithere

Fifiwalkedoverandpulledachairsittingnexttoher

chewinghergumunbothered

FIFI:yes!Whatisit?

OLDWOMAN:(softly)Iunderstandyouwerehis

girlfriendandyouguyswerestayingtogetherbut

youwerenotmarriedsowewanttoperformsome

ritualshereandyoucan'ttakebecauseyouarenot

hiswifesoyouwillhavetoleavemydear

FIFI:(chewinghergumblowingbubbles)



OLDWOMAN:Ihopeyouunderstandmydear

FIFI:Iamnotgoinganywhere,thisismyhousenow

ebileledireletsamayebathongIwanttoenjoymy

boyfriend'sinheritancefreely(youshouldgetgoing)

OLDWOMAN:'what?

FIFI:(rolledhereyes)yesoldwoman,tsayathotoya

gagolentshutelengmogamebommenggakebatle

gobuathatagohlelele(takeyourthingsandleave

becauseIhonestlydontwanttotalkanymuch)

Theoldwomanclappedherhandsonceshockedby

theseriousnessinhervoicetone

OLD:heelang!Gateketlalalakebonetsengdilo,Boi

wee...akotlegonkutlwisaha(ohhwhatisthis

now,Boicomeandlistentothisgirl)



Moyo'sbigsisterwalkedinsidewipingwateroffher

handswithherdressasFifiscannedherfromtopto

bottomwithafrownonherface

BOI:whatisitmother?

FIFI:eemmanekerediranglentshutelekejemonna

wameboswa,akereleeneontseajanna,anun

ntlogelenghelalennakemoje(yes,Iwassayingyou

guysshouldleavebecauseIwanttoenjoymy

boyfriend'sproperty,hehasbeenenjoyingfucking

meallthistimesonowitsmyturntoenjoyhim

ThesisterlaughedindisbeliefbutFififoldedher

armsmaintainingastraightface

BOI:areyoumad?



FIFI:madoraammago!Umgoingtotakealong

bubblebathhelahaketswakobathroomkefihlelelo

seoha(makesureIdon'tfindyouherewhenIleave

thebathroom)

Sheturnedandswungherbodytothebathroomas

thetwoladieslookedatherspeechless.....

SORRYFAM,HADABUSYDAY
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Shesteppedoutoftheshowerwrappedinapure

whitetowelandslidhersoftfeetinherwhite

sleepersandleftthebathroommakingherwayto

thekitchenwheresheopenedthefridgeandpicked

awinebottlefillingupherglass,shetookasipand

swallowedsmilingassheenjoyeditsbittersweet

taste

FIFI:mhm

Sheheldtheglassgirlishlyandclosedthefridge

beforetakingaturntothelivingroomwhereshe

foundthelateMoyo'smotherwithafewoldwomen

seatedonthemattress

FIFI:(frowned)heelang!Youarestillhere?

MOYO'SMOM:(keptquiet)



Shesatdownandcrossedherlegslookingatthe

oldieswithattitude

MOYO'SMOM:(softly)pleasemydear,leavethis

housebeforethingsgetugly,wedontwanttofight

withyoubutthewayyouarebehavingwillleaveus

nochoicebuttothrowyouout

Sheburstintolaughterastheoldieslookedather

frowning

FIFI:(tryingtoholdinthelaughter)throwwhpout?

Me?Ohhplease!

Theoldwomankeptquietandstoodupgoing

outsideasFificontinuedsippingherwine

unbothered

FIFI:(swallowed)hehnkukuwee...makeyourself



usefulandgetmemynailpolishfromthemaster

bedroom

OLDWOMAN:(angrily)heelaausinyana,Ihavethree

kidsandtheyarebothverymucholderthanyoubut

theyrespectme,whoareyoutoordermearound?

Sherolledhereyesandstoodupswingingher

Englishfiguretothemasterbedroomasshegripped

ontothetowel,sheopenedupandmovedhereyes

aroundthenpickedituptogetherwithherbubble

gumsthenshetookoutonethrowingitinhermouth

chewingassheturnedbacktothelivingroom

findinglateMoyo'smotherandhertwoeldersister's

FIFI:uhu!Gorilenghaekareleemetsemorutiyaana,

siakookefetemma(andthen!Whydoyoualllook

likeyouarewaitingforapastor,moveasidesothatI

canpass)



Theeldersisterlostherpatienceandlandedahot

slaponfifi'sface,shelostbalanceandalmostfell

butshequicklyheldherselftogetherandlookedup

atthemasshehardlysawanything,theslopwas

toostrongandhardthatittemporarilyblurredher

vision

FIFI:(louder)iyowehh!!Ketlabolaelwangke

lekolwanebathongbamodimo,aitselechappies

yameeoleishiii!!!

ELDERSISTER:getoutnow,Iamdonebeingnice

Fifitouchedherfaceasforamomentitfeltnumb

FIFI:(frowned)ishiii!

Theeldersisterlookedatherangrilyandback

slappedheragainthenshefelltothegroundhurting



herforehead

FIFI:(screaming)oooh!!Hlebathongmotshwareng

otlampolaa,iyoo!Kedulebolomophatlheng(ouch!

Pleaseholdherbeforeshekillsme,ouch!My

foreheadisswellingup)

Fifitriedstandingupasherheadfeltheavybutshe

gatheredallstrengthstandingupasshefacedthe

eldersister

ELDERSISTER:Isaidgetout,oryouwantustocall

thepoliceonyou

FIFI:(tearfully)butMoyowasmyboyfriendsurelyI

deserveashareinhisproperty

ELDERSISTER:thwanetseebeopeka,siahoo(you

mustbecrazy,move)



Shefoldedherarmslookingatherasthelittlesister

angrilypulledhertoweloffleavinghernaked

FIFI:(screaming)heeayanunglankapola,tlisatowel

yame,tlisa(areyouundressingmenow?Please

bringmytowel,giveitback)

LITTLESISTER:getout

Thelittlesisterrantothebedroomandgrabbeda

pairoftracksuitsandrushedbacktothelivingroom

whereshethrewthemonherface

LITTLESISTER:here,dressupandleave

FIFI:(tearfullygotthemdressingup)keaaparaee

semphuse(umdressingupstoppushingme



Shepulledthepantsupastheypushedheroutside

whiletheoldiesquietlywatched

FIFI:(tearfully)nnyahlebathongbogolotlaketseye

diaparotsame

OLDERSISTER:twominutes!

Fifistormedtothebedroomwheresheopenedthe

closettakingoutherclothesintoablackbigbag

beforehurryingoutside

OLDERSISTER:nowgetout

Fifirememberedherbagthathadafewthousand

insidethensheturnedstormingbackinsideasthey

ranafterher,sheopenedthemasterbedroomand

pickeditupbeforeturningback



FIFI:(frownedtearfully)Iforgotmybag

Theylookedatthebagandquietlyescortedherout,

shegrabbedherlargebagandwalkedoutasthey

watchedheruntilshedisappeared....

ATTHEHOSPITAL

thedoctorwalkedouttothebenchesandsadly

lookedathernervousself

GRACE:ishefine?

DOCTOR:yesheisokaybutthereisoneproblem

GRACE:(worried)whatisit?



DOCTOR:helosthismemory,umnotsurebutit

seemsthelastthingheremembersishismother's

burialday,thatsallhehasbeentalkingaboutever

since

GRACE:(softly)hismom?Ijust,Idon'tknow

anythingaboutthatandIdon'tevenknowwhichyear

wasthatbuthowisthispossibledoctor,what

happened?

DOCTOR:yesithappens

GRACE:(tearfully)hedoesn'trememberme?

DOCTOR:um.sorrybuthedoesn't,hehasbeen

askingtoseeThemba,doyouknowhim?

GRACE:(tearfully)ishegoingtobeokay,willheget

hismemoryback?



DOCTOR:itsstillhardtotellwhetherhewillbefine

ornot,wehavetorunmoretests

GRACE:canIseehim?

DOCTOR:'um.sorrybutnotnow,Themba,doyou

knowhim?

GRACE:(sobbing)ummmyeah,Iknowhim,I'llcall

him

DOCTOR:okay,pleasegoandgetsomerest

Ateardroppedthensherubbeditoffsniffingasshe

turnedwalkingoutthehospitalcorridors,shegother

phoneanddialedhernumberbutthoughtfullyhung

upbeforeitcouldringthensheswallowedhard

walkingout



ATMSWILLIAMSHOUSE

shethrewthecarkeysonthetablethrowingherself

on.thecouchbreathingout

MSWILLIAMS:youlooktired,shouldI.makeyou

coffemaybe?

MIA:noitsfine

MSWILLIAMS:alright,didyouaskher?

MIA:noIcouldn'tbecauseIfeltitwouldbeunfairon

her

MSWILLIAMS:butyouaregettingmarriedina

monthbaby,yousureshouldbehavingabestlady



bynow

MIA:(sighed)IknowmabutDuduisinabadspace

rightnowsoIcan'taskhernow

MSWILLIAMS:okaybaby

MSWilliamsstoodupmakingherwaytothekitchen

asMiathoughtfullylookedather

MIA:ma!

MSWILLIAMS:hmm

MIA:Grace,haveyoutalkedtoher,youhardlysay

anythingabouther

MSWILLIAMS:(swallowedhard)Ihaven'ttalkedto



her,IjustthinkIshouldgivehertimeandspacefor

now,shewillcomebackhomeaftercalmingdown

MIA:(thoughtfully)okay

SheturnedwalkingawayasMiashookherhead

sadly,yessheknowssheisn'tGrace'sfavorite

personrightnowbutshestillcaredabouther

becauseafteralltheyaresiblingsandthefactthat

MsWilliamswasabandoningherwasn'tsittingwell

withher,shegotupandgrabbedhercarkeys

walkingout.......

ATPRETTY'SHOUSE

Herworkphonerangthenshepickedupanswering

PRETTY:PrettyspeakinghowmayIhelpyou?



VOICE:hellodear,Isawmyfriend'snailsand

face,.mustsayIlikeyourwork,umtotallysold,when

canIcomeforafacetreatment?

PRETTY:ohhthankyoudear,Iwillhavetocheckmy

schedulebecausetodayandtommorowwearefully

booked

VOICE:okay,Wednesdayisstillfine

PRETTY:(browsedthroughheripadlookingatthe

schedule)umm...howisWednesday12noon?

VOICE:thatsstillfine

PRETTY:alrightdear,canIgetyournames?

VOICE:Gosego....



PRETTY:alrightHisego,seeyouthen

VOICE:thankyou

PRETTY:thanksforcallingPretty'sMakeOver

Shehungupandputthephonedownassheentered

hernamesinthecomputer,whenshewasdoneshe

gotherhandbagandipadleavingtheoffice,she

closedthedoorandsteppedoutaheadsturned

lookingatherclassyself,likeshewasn'tnoticingthe

muchattentionshereachedinherLouisVuitonhand

bagtakingouttherangeroverkeysunlockingthe

carbeforeshesteppedinsideanddroveoff..........

#
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Shepressedthegateremotethenitslidopenasshe

droveinsideandparkedinfrontoftheirhouse

beforesteppingoutgettinginside

PRETTY:(ranover)ohhbabycareful,youwillhurt

yourself

Shegotthemugfromhimandputitdownashe

slowlysatonthecouchflinching

THEMBA:youneedtorelaxbabeumnotcrippled



PRETTY:butstillbab-....

THEMBA:stopworryingbabe,Iamfineokay

PRETTY:(sighed)okay,didyourdoctorcometoday?

THEMBA:yesandI'mmuchbetter,I'mluckythe

bulletdidn'tgointoodeep

PRETTY:andIstilldon'tunderstandwhatkindofa

sickgameyouguyswereplaying

THEMBA:(brieflylaughed)Iknowright,Ijustdidn't

thinkhewouldmissbutatleastIdidn'tdie

HelaugheditoffasPrettyfoldedherarmslooking

athim



PRETTY:andwhatkindofafriendisheanyway,I

meanwhoshootssomeoneanddisappearlikethat?

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)wellheactuallypassedby

yesterdayduringthedaybutyouwereatwork

PRETTY:okay,letmegomakeyousomethingtoeat

then

THEMBA:alrightbabe

Shestoodupandbabykissedhimbeforeheadingto

thekitchenashequicklytookhisphonedialinghim

VOICE:welcometotheOrangenetwork,thenumber

youhavedialedisnot-......



Hequicklyhungupthrowingthephoneonthecouch

ashesighedfrustrated,ithadbeenawhilesince

theytalkedanditwasunlikehimforhisphonesto

beoffforthislong,plushenevertookevenanhour

aftertheirexchanges,hesureshouldhavecalled

himbynowandthefactthatMoyoandtheIndian

guy'sdeathwerealloverthenewsshouldhave

raisedanervebynow,ofcourseHehadranaway

withMoyo'sbodybeforedroppinghimoffathisgate

butMandlaverywellknewtheirconnectionunlikeall

thepaparazziandpolice,hethoughtfullybithislips

beforegatheringallstrengthgoingtothekitchen

PRETTY:(worried)ohhcomronbabeyouwillhurt

yourhandevenmore,justsitdown

THEMBA:Ineedtogosomewherebabe,canyou

driveme?

PRETTY:(surprised)where?



THEMBA:(thoughtfully)ummm....myfriendjust

called,heneedsme

PRETTY:thesamefriendwhogotyoushot?

THEMBA;(lowvoice)yeah

PRETTY:(raisedhereyebrows)reallynow?

THEMBA:(desperately)please...

Shesighedandthrewthetableclothonthecounter

walkingpasthim

PRETTY:letsgo



Hesmiledandbumpedfistintheair

THEMBA:(lowvoice)yes!

Heturnedfollowingherout.....

ATFIFI'SHOUSE

sheopenedtheoldgateanddraggedherbaginside

astheneighborswatchedwhispering

GIRL:uhukeyooFifiotsile,ntsealekaeheh?(Thisis

Fifi,wherehasshebeenallthistime)

GIRL2:Idon'tknowbutIoncesawherphotoson

Facebookantsebotokanyanagore,shewaseven

puttingonexpensiveclothingbrands(Ioncesawher

photosonFacebooklookingbeautiful)



GIRL:owai!LennakemmonekanaboFifibaithekisa,

hasegoreyanungbusinessedown(Ialsooncesaw

herbutfungimustbeaprostitute,maybenow

businessisdown)

GIRL2:mmemmashelooksalittlebetterthan

before,sheisnotdarkanymore,goraremothoyo

helaneasemontshoneatshabametsi(butshe

looksbetterandnotthatdarkanymore,imthinking

shewasn'treallydarkitsjustthatshewasn'tbathing

well)

GIRL:yeahhey,mmekanaotloboelabontsho

batenghaaboetsekwanoyaana(yeahhey,butshe

isgoingtogetdarkagainnowthatsheishere)

Theylaughedandclappedhandsassheturned

lookingatthem,itwasevidentenoughthatthey

weretalkingaboutherbutsheclickedhertongue



andopenedhersmalloneroomgettinginside,she

steppedinsideandstoppedatthedoorlookingat

themessyhouse,thingswerelyingaroundandit

lookedlikeheavywindshadjustpassedthroughit,

shekneltandpickedtheplatethatwasnexttoher

feetasshegotinsidedraggingherbag,sheputitto

thesmalltableandleftherheavybagbytheside

andfoldedthesleevesofhertracksuitasshe

startedcleaninghersmalloneroomedspace,inless

thananhourshewasalldonethenshesatdown

breathingheavily,sheslowlylaiddownonhersmall

bedandlookedupre-collecting,shedatedbackto

thedayshesawThembaupuntilherlastencounter

withMoyo,yesshewasn'tthatintohim,allshe

wantedwasmoneybutlosinghimhurtalittleand

thefactthattheluxuriouslifewasovercutdeep

withinherfragileheart,sheswallowedhardashot

tearsescapedhereyesthensherubbedthemoff

sniffing,shereachedinherpocketandgother

phonedialingherbutthoughtfullyhungupbeforeit

couldring.....



ATMANDLA'SHOUSE

hesteppedoutofthecarandproceededtothe

guard'shouse

THEMBA:hello,ishein?

GUARD:(rememberedhim)youhaven'theard?

THEMBA:(frowned)heardwhat?

GUARD:MrMatthewshasbeenadmittedatthe

hospitalsinceaweekago

THEMBA:what?

GUARD:yes,itsbeenaweek



THEMBA:whathappened?

GUARD:wearenotsurebuthewasn'tmovingwhen

heleftbutweheardheisawake

Heturnedashiswordsechoedinhismind,Allhe

couldhearwas(((((/wasn'tmovingwasn'tmoving

wasn'tmovingwasn'tmoving)

GUARD:sir,areyoufine?

Heblinkedseveraltimesandsnappedoutofit

lookingbackattheguardandaskedforthe

hospital'snamebeforehurryingbacktothecar

THEMBA:(hoppedin)letsdrivetothehospital,there

isanemergency



PRETTY:but-.......

THEMBA:(impatient)please,don'taskmequestions

becauseIdon'thaveanswersbutjustdrive

babe,please

Shesighedshakingherheadthenstartedthecar

drivingoff.....

MeanwhileatMandla'shouse,Graceslowlydrove

insideandpassedbytheguard'shousewaving

beforesheparkedinfrontoftheirmansionand

steppedoutfeelingdrained,todayhadjustturned

outdifferently,shewasntsurewhattodoanymore

becausehernewmadediscoverywasstillveryhard

todigest,aquietheavyheadacheattackedheras

sheopenedupthedoorsteppinginside,shesighed

infrustrationandheadedtothebedroomwhereshe

throwedherexhaustedselfonthebedbeforethe



doorbellrang,sheraisedhereyebrowswondering

whoitmightbebutthenturnedgoingtothedoor

andopenedup,theireyeslockedasitwentsilentfor

afewminutesthenMiaclearedherthroatsmilingat

Gracewhoseeyeswelledupwithtears,forsome

weirdreasonshejustwantedtofallintoherarms

andcryherlungsouttoreducethepaininherheart

butfigureditwouldn'tbeagreatideaasshe

steppedbacknotsurewhattosay

MIA:(softly)Iknowumnotyourfavoritepersonright

nowbutIjustthoughtyoumightneedsomeoneon

yourcorner,IheardaboutwhathappenedtoMan

-.....MrMatthewsandumsorry

GRACE:(keptquietastearsfell)

MiasighedsadlyandpulledherinherarmsasGrace

letlooseandburstintoapooloftears



MIA:(softly)um.sosorry

GracecontinuedcryingasMiarubbedherbackthen

theyslowlysteppedinsideasMialedhertothe

couch,sniffing,sheslowlysatdownrubbingher

tearsasMiaturnedgoingtothebedroomwhereshe

grabbedafleeceblanketandputitoverherthighsto

keepherwarm

MIA;I'llgomakeyousomethingtoeatumsureyou

hardlyhavetimetocook

Gracekeptquietandlaidonthecouchcrying

silently,meanwhileinthekitchenMia'sphonerang

fromherpocketthenshegotitpickingup

MIA:ma

MSWILLIAMS:(softly)heybaby,Ididn'tseeyou



leaving,whereareyou?

MIA:I'llbehomeinanhour

MSWILLIAMS:areyoufinethough?

MIA:yeahumgoodbye

Shehungupandbentgettingapantomake

somethingtoeat

ATKG'SHOUSE

Hebithislipsslowlymovinghisfingersaroundthe

glassfilledwithwineasSkmovedaroundlostin

thoughts

KG:(clearedhisthroat)Ithinkweshouldn'tcalloff



themission,tonightseemsperfect

SK:butwearen'tsureofthewardnumber

KG:umsurethoseguyswillmanagetogetitinless

thantenminutes

SK:(thoughtfully)yeahtrue

KG:yeahcallthem

Sogothisphoneanddialedoneoftheguyssentout

tocarrythemission

GUY:boss

SK:wearestillontonight,getthewardnumber



GUY:okboss

SK:makesureyoudon'tmessthisoneup

GUY:wegotthisboss

SK:serioustone)good

HehungupandlookedatKGsmilingashebent

takinghisglassofwineandtossedthemon

celebration

BOTH:tothemightyMatthews'sdownfall

Theylaughedandcontinuedsippingwhile

chatting.....

#
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Shegentlytappedhershoulderwakingherupand

sheslowlyopenedherheavyeyeslookingupather

face

MIA:here

Shesatuprightandreleasedherhandsgettingthe

plateoffoodandlookedattheyummylookingmeal

salivating



GRACE:(softly)theylookgood,thankyou

MIA:(smiledlookingather)

Shepickedtheforkandtookthefirstbitethen

continuedeatingasMiasatdownwatching,her

phonerangthenshereachedforherpocketpicking

upasGracelookedather

MIA:(uncomfortable)hello

MSWILLIAMS:babyit'slate,'ithoughtyouare

comingbackinanhourbutitsbeenmorethanthat

now

MIA:(uncomfortable)don'tworry,umcomingnow



MSWILLIAMS:(worried)areyousureyouarefine?

MIA:umfinema

Shehungupandputherphonebacklookingat

Grace'ssadface,shetriedsohardtonotsureitwas

MsWilliamsonthephonebutshecouldseeshehad

alreadyconnectedthedots,Miafeltreallybadasit

lookedlikeshereplacedGraceinhermother'slife,

shehonestlydidn'twantthingstobelikethatbut

mediatingbetweenthetwoseemedprettyhard

MIA:(stoodup)umm...I'llgorunyouabaththen

leave

Withoutwaitingforaresponsesheturnedand

proceededtothebathroomwhereshequicklyran

herawarmbathandleft,shepassedbytheliving

roomandstopped



MIA:umleaving

GracekeptquietthenMiatookastepwalkingaway,

sheheldthedoorknobturningitthen

GRACE:thankyou

Sheturnedsurprisedandlookedbackather

exhaustedfaceandfeltsorryforher,shelookedlike

shehadn'tsleptindays

MIA:huh?

GRACE:(softly)thankyouforpassingby

MIA:youarewelcome,umalwaysaphonecallaway

pleasebearthatinmind



GracenoddedthenMiasighedsadlyandturnedthe

doorknobopeningupandsteppedoutwalkingaway,

shestoppedathercarandhoppedindrivingawayin

thedarknight

MEANWHILEATTHEHOSPITAL

Thembasteppedoutofthecarandpacedalongthe

corridorthenlandedatthereception

THEMBA:hello,canIseeMrMatthews?

RECEPTIONIST:whoareyou?

THEMBA:hisfriend

RECEPTIONIST:umsorrybutonlyfamilyIsallowed

toseehim



THEMBA:(impatient)please

RECEPTIONIST:umsorrybutwecan'tletyouin

Heclenchedhisteethangrilythinkingofsomething

tosayasthereceptionistflippedpageslookingfor

hisfilethenstumbleduponacertainname

RECEPTIONIST:doyouknowThemba?Hehasbeen

askingtoseehim

THEMBA:itsme,IamThembapleaseletmesee

him

RECEPTIONIST:(lookedathimsuspicious)canIsee

youridentitycard?



THEMBA:(angrily)areyouserious

Hereachedinhispocketandtookouthisidentity

cardthrowingitatherfaceandshegotitreadinghis

namesthengaveitbacktohim

RECEPTIONIST:visitinghoursareoverbutbecause

hehasbeenaskingforyou,wewillmakean

exception

Shestoodupandpushedthechairbackleavingher

workingarea

RECEPTIONIST:followme

SheswunghertinybodyoutasThembafollowed

hertoward12



Meanwhileattheentrancethetwoguysslowly

walkedinasthlookedaroundtocheckthecoast,

thefactthatthereceptionisthadleftherposition

wasaplustothemsotheymovedaroundthe

hospitallookingfortheperfectspot,goingtohis

roomrightawaywasn'taperfectmovesotheyall

peakedthroughward11andnoticeditwasempty

thentheyopenedthedoorcarefullysteppinginside

wheretheywaitedforthetrafficinMandla'sroomto

clearoff.....

Insidehisroom

Heclosedthedoorandlookedbackathissleeping

selfthenthedoctorsmiledshakinghandswithhim,

asthereceptionistturnedwalkingout

DOCTOR:nicetomeetyouThemba,yourfriendhas

beenaskingforyousincehewokeupsoitsagood

thingyoucame,maybeyouwillhelphimregainhis

memory



THEMBA:(confused)memory??

DOCTOR:yes,helosthismemoryandtheonlything

heremembersishismother'sburialday

Thembalookedatthedoctorcompletelyshocked

andnotsurewhattosaybecausehismother'sburial

wasalongtimeagowhentheywereprobablyten

yearsold

THEMBA:butDoctor,Idon'tunderstand

DOCTOR:hisconditionisquiteconfusingbecause

wearestrugglingtoidentifythecausebuthopefully

himseeingyouwillmakehimrememberalotof

things,letmeleaveyoutoit

HeturnedlookingatMandlaandtappedThemba's



shoulderwalkingoutasThembawalkedcloserto

hisfriendandstoppedbesidehisbedsadlylooking

athissleepingpeacefulself,hefelthisthroatdrying

upthenhecoughedabittoclearupbuthiscough

wokehimup,heslowlyopenedhiseyeslookingup

athisface,hisfacelitupwhenhiseyeslandedon

him,hewasalittleoldanddifferentbuthe

rememberedhim

MANDLA:(softly)Themba

THEMBA:(heldhishand)umhere

MANDLA:(tearfully)sheisgone,sheisgone

THEMBA:(confused)who?

MANDLA:(tearfully)mymother,sheisnomorean

-......(swallowedhard)andumallalone,noone



wantsme,howdidIenduphere

Themba'sheartbrokelookingathisfriend'sface

andhewasnotsurewhattosayasitlookedlikethe

doctorwasright,hesurelosthismemoryandonly

rememberedhismother'sburialday,heswallowed

hardlookingathimtryingtothinkofabetter

explanationofwhyhewasonahospitalbed,a

thoughtrelatedtohispastcrossedhismindthenhe

clearedhisthroatspeakingup

THEMBA:youcouldn'tstopcryingforyourmother

and-......andyoufaintedsowebroughtyouhere

Mandlalookedathimconvincedasatearescaped

hiseyethenThembarubbedhishandasMandla

slippedintoatrainofthoughts,herememberedhow

hecriedonherburialdayandhoweveryonelefthim

allaloneattheirhouse,itwastoobigandquietand

hehadnoone,theonlypersonwhowastherewas

Thembaasthewholesocietyturneditsbackonhis



tenyearsoldself,atsomepointhehadnothingto

eatandnothingtowearbutThembaneverlefthis

side,littlememoriesofhispainfulchildhoodkepton

comingbacktohimsaddeninghim,therejectionhe

gotfromeveryoneinthesocietybrokehisheartas

hehadnoonetoturnorrunto,attimeshehadtogo

tobedwithanemptystomachifThembafailedto

stealfoodforhimfromhishouseandatonepoint

hehadtogotoschoolbarefootbecausehedidn't

haveshoesandnoonewaswillingtohelphim,he

wentongoingdownmemorylaneasonedaywhen

hewasallaloneintheirbigandlonelyhouse,aball

offireeruptedfromtheirlounge,itwentonburning

everythinguntilthewholehousecaughtfire,hecried

hislungsoutterrifiedasthefirealmostcaughtup

withhimuntilsomethingunbelievablybigcameto

hisrescue,allherememberedwashowthehuge

creaturecarriedhimonitsbackleavingthehouseat

averyhighspeed,yeshewasterrifiedatitssightbut

eventuallyhewarmeduptoitbecauseithelpedhim

whennooneelsewaswillingtodoso,itliterally

savedhislifewhentheneighborswerewatchingin

celebration,theyallcouldn'twaitforhimtofinally



dieandfollowhiswickedmother,ahottearfell

downashesnappedoutofitlookingathimashe

rubbedhistears.......

THEMBA:(curious)whatareyouthinkingof,doyou

rememberanything?

ATFIFI'SHOUSE

Shefinishedeatingthenotsocleanandfreshsoft

porridgethatshehadpreparedearlierthenpickeda

cupfillingitwithwaterandgulpeditalldownbefore

goingbacktohersmallbed,shereachedforher

purseandtookoutthefewthousandscounting

themandtheyamountedtofivethousandpula,she

smiledwithalittlebitofhopeandputitunderher

bedbeforelayingdown,shethoughtfullygotupand

kneltdownfoldingheramrsandprayed

FIFI:heavenlyLord,pleaseforgivememysinsand



makemecleanandwholeagain,washawaymysins

andpurifymeohmasterJesus,LordI.alsowanna

thankyouforthegiftoflifeyouhavegivenunto

me..........................

Shefinishedprayingandgotbackinbedfeelingall

energeticandhopeful,shesmiledandslowlydozed

offtolalaland............

Meanwhileatthehospital

ThetwoguyswaitedimpatientlyforThembato

leavehisroomsothattheycancarryouttheir

missionthen..........

#

#

#

Pleaseliketheinserts

Comment



Share

THANKYOU

[7/19,08:32]BLOODFORBLOOD

INSERT95

HerubbedhistearsoffandlookedatThembaasthe

memorylanegotblurred,herememberedeverything

upuntilthefireincidentandthatsallthatcameinto

hismind,hetriedhardtothinkandcrackhisbrains

outbuttonoluck

THEMBA:doyourememberanything?

MANDLA:(sadly)thefire

Themba'ssmileslowlyclosedhismouthashe

rememberedthepainfulordeal,peoplewere



watchingandchattingloudlyenjoyingthesightof

thebigfire,noonewaswillingtohelpasthewhole

societyhatedhisfamily,thetenyearsoldThemba

justlookedattheblazingfireasthebuildingwent

downfalling,hewashelplessandtherereallywas

nothinghecoulddo,herememberedhowithadall

collapseduntilthefirewentoffonitsownafter

destroyingeverything,hecouldn'tsleepthatnightas

allhethoughtofwashisdearfriend,thatwasthe

lasttimeheheardfromhisfrienduntilsevenyears

laterwhenhestoppedathishomesteppingoutofa

veryexpensivecarlookingcompletelydifferent...

THEMBA:(sadly)umsorry

MANDLA:(rubbedoffhistearsniffing)thatsallI

remember,umtryingtothinkbutIcan'tremember

anything

THEMBA:(thoughtfully)Grace!Whatabouther?



MANDLA:(surprised)Grace?Whoisthat?

THEMBA:yourgirlfriend

MANDLA:(shookhishead)Idon'trememberher

THEMBA:(sighedsadly)butyouguyswerestaying

together

MANDLA:butIidon't-..'''(rememberedthegirlfrom

earlierwhohadcalledthedoctor)theprettyone?

THEMBA:yesthecurvaceousone

Mandlarememberedherinnocentfaceandslowly

pulledasmile,yeshedidn'trememberanything

aboutherbutjustthethoughtofhergothisheart



pounding,theresurewassomethingspecialabout

her

MANDLA:(softly)Iwanttoseeheragain

THEMBA:(happily)doesthatmeanyouremember

her?'ohhwow!

MANDLA:(shookhisheaddisagreeing)noIdon'tbut

thereissomethingabouther,she-.......(smiled)she

isbeautiful

THEMBA:alrightIthinkIhavehernumber,Iwillcall

her

MANDLA:(smiled)

THEMBA:(curious)whathappenedtoyou,Imean?



Ohhshit!Youlostyourdamnmemoryandprobably

wontremembershit

Mandlasmiledalittlelookingathislongtimefriend

THEMBA:youlookfineman,weshouldgetyouout

ofhere,thisdamndoctorswillcomecheckyouat

yourhouseandgiveyoumemoryshots

MANDLA:(laughedalittle)Ican'tbelieveIlostmy

memoryandonlyrememberssuchauselessperson,

whosaysthat?

Theybothlaughedasthembapressedhistummy

THEMBA:see?'youdidn'tevenflinch,surelyyouare

okayman



TheylaughedasThembacheckedhiswristwatch

THEMBA:shit!Mygirlfriendisgoingtokillme,I

shouldgetgoingman

MANDLA:(raisedhiseyebrows)youevenhavea

girlfriend?Wow!Ican'twaittorememberallthe

damnthings

THEMBA:I'mevenmarrieddude,andmaybeIshould

stealyourbusinessessinceyoucan'tremembershit

MANDLA:(surprised)businesses??

THEMBA:dude!Youareadamnbillionairetycoon

butnomorebecauseumtakingover,youwillcome

workformeafterregainingyourfuckenmemory



HebrieflylaughedasMandlalookedathimtryingto

processwhathejustsaid,itreallycameasa

surprisetohim,yesheknewitsobvioushehasa.life

butdidn'tthinkanythingclosetobeingamillionaire

MANDLA:(smiling)whateverman,youshouldn't

havetoldmethen,badmove

THEMBA:(laughedlookingathiswatch)I'llgocheck

andmakesureeverythingisokaydowntherebutI

trustyourPAtokeepallincheck

MANDLA:(smiled)thankyou

THEMBA:areyouasissynow?WhydoIfeellikethis

crazynewyouissoft,themightyMandlaMatthews

wouldn'thavesaidthatsilly"thankyou"line

MANDLA:getoutofheredude



TheylaughedasThembaturnedwalkingout,he

closedthedoorandpassedbythequietandempty

receptionareaashepaceddownthecorridor,soon

enoughhewasattheparkinglotwhereheopened

upandhoppedinsideasPrettysmiledathimbefore

drivingoffinthedarknight........

Meanwhileinthehospital,thetwomeninblack

hoodiesslowlyopenedthedoorandlookedaround

tocheckthecoast,oncetheysawitwasclearthey

slowlyopenedhisdoorandsprayedsomething

insidebeforerunningbacktoroomeleven,they

knewthesprayworkedreallyfastsotheyhadtoflee

soastoavoidgettingdrugged,innotimeMandla's

eyebagsstartedgettingheavythenhiseyesslowly

closedashedozedoff..

Meanwhileinroomeleventheyslowlysneakedback

tohimandopenedupthedoorgettinginside,their

eyesmethisasleepselfandtheysmiledproud,they

knewitwillprobablylastforanhoursotheyhad



enoughtimetocarryoutthemission.

MAN1:takeoutthebox

MAN2:okayhere

Hehandedtheboxoverasheopenedituparranging

theirequipments

MAN1:sodoweinjecthimdirectlyorwejustdoit

throughthedamndrip?

MAN2:directly,comeonbefast

Hefilledthesyringewiththedeadlydrugandaimed

athishandthenthedoorflungopenasfivesecurity

menfilledtheroom



SECURITYMAN:(aiminghisgun)down!Down!

Themaninblackquicklyreachedinhispocketand

tookouthisgunaimingatthem,heinstantlypulled

thetriggerasoneofthesecurityguyslandedonthe

floor

SECURITYMAN2:(screaming)shoot!Pressthe

button,press-........................

abulletlandedonhischestbeforehefinished

talkingthenheslowlylandedonthefloorasmore

bloodgushedout,hetookhislastbreathashiseyes

slowlyclosedwhilehelaidonthepoolofblood

MeanwhileatMandla'shouse

Shesteppedoutoftheshowerandwrappedatowel

aroundherbodyassheslippedhersoftfeetintoher



sleepers,sheheavedahugesighasshewalkedout

toherbedroomwheresheremovedthetoweland

gotundercovers,shethoughtfullygotupandknelt

onherkneesfoldingherarmsandprayed

GRACE:LordIthankyouforwhoyouareinmylife,

youhavebeenmyfortressandandmyrefuge,you

foughtmybattlesandrescuedmewhenIwas

drowning,todayIjustwanttothankyouforyour

greatnessinmylife,Ibelieveallthatishappeningis

yourwillandIboldlysaythatLord,mayyourwillbe

done,Amen

Shesaidthatandgotupgettingbackinbedand

pulledthesheetsoversleepingwiththelightson....

Meanwhileatthepastor'shouse

Hegotupandbrushedhiskneesgoingtohis

bedroom,heslowlypulledthesheetsovercareful



enoughnottowakehiswifeupashelaiddown

lookingup,whathehadjustsawduringprayerwas

troublinghim,itwasquiteabigrevelation,foralong

timehehadbeenwonderingwhythemanmade

suchcovenantsbutnowaftermanydaysoffasting

andprayereverythingwasclearandhewonderedif

Gracewillbeabletounderstandandstickaround,

nowthatwasanotherquestionthathesurehadto

focushisprayerstowardsbecausenowthewarwas

almostover,hesighedandclosedhiseyesashe

shiftedintoanotherrealmofthespirit,theholyspirit

hadinstantlytakenoverhimandrevealedmore

things,hesawthelargeandnowquietcavethathad

ashes,itwasevidentthatahugeballoffirehad

attackedthewholeplace,yesheremembered

everythingthathadhappenedthatdaywhenthey

wereinaspiritualwarfare,hehadclearlyseenthe

placegoingdownasitcaughtfirebutheneversaw

thelargesnake,yeshehadsenseditsclosenessto

herdaughterinthehouseandwassureshe

defeateditbuthestillneededtoseeitsend,likeGod

readhismindallthistime,whilestillconnectedto

thespiritualrealmhesawZumbathelargesnake



slowlyenteringthequietcave,theallgreensnake

hadmanypatchesthatlookedlikeburnsonitsbody

soitsquirmeditsheavyandtiredsoftbodyinside

thecavebutslowlystoppedjustbytheritualspond

thatwasdry,thehugesnake'seyesmovedtothe

backofitsheadanditsheadfellhardtotheground

asitslowlylostbreath,thepastorsmiledwithhis

eyesclosedthenhemovedclosertohiswife

huggingherbeforefallingasleep....

ATTHEHOSPITAL

Luckilyhemanagedtopresstheredbuttonand

alarmswentonwailingraisingattentiontothewhole

hospitalandothersecuritycompaniesassignedtoit,

thetwomenlookedateachotherpanicking

MAN1:letsgo

Theyturnedstormingoutastheremainingthree



guardsfiredshots,theotheronelandedontheother

man'slegandhescreamedinagonyastheother

onequicklybentpickinghimupandangrilyfireda

gunshotthatlandedonMandla'shand,moreblood

gushedoutandthesecuritymenshiftedtheirfocus

tohimastheperpetratorsquicklyranout

MAN1:(flinched)ahhh

MAN2:letsgo,theyarecoming,run!

Heheldhimonhisshoulderssupportinghimasthey

limpedoutofthecorridors,meanwhileatthegate

manysecuritycarsdroveinsidethehospitalathigh

speedflashinglightsatthetwolimpingmenasthey

lookedatthem suspicious,theyjumpedoutoftheir

carsandpointedtheirgunsatthem

SECURITY:handsup!!



Theystoppedandlookedaroundthemanysecurity

mensurroundingthem,therereallywasnowayout

sotheystoppedandraisedtheirhandsup

surrending..............TWODAYSLATER
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TWODAYSLATER

Sheheldthedoorknobandturneditsteppinginside



asheslowlyraisedhisheadtowardsthedoor,their

eyeslockedasGraceslowlypulledasmilerevealing

herevenwhiteandperfectlyalignedteeth,she

walkedoverandstoppedbesidehisbedlookingin

hiseyes

GRACE:(softly)hey

Hekeptquietwithhiseyesstillfixedonhers

admiringherprettyandinnocentlookingface,he

suredidn'trememberherorfoundherfamiliarbut

thewayhisheartpoundedinherpresencewasso

outofthisworld,therereallywassomethingabout

herandhesowishedtospendeveysecondwithher,

itwasevensafetosayheactuallywasfallinginlove

withheralloveragainandstartingafresh,she

snappedherfingerandhegaspedforairsnapping

outofhistrainofthoughts

GRACE:(snappingherfinger)hello



Helookedatherandsmiledembarrassed

MANDLA:(clearedhisthroat)ohhhumm....I-....you

weresaying?

GRACE:umm...howareyoufeelingtoday?

Hesighedandrubbedhisfacethenlookedathis

bandagedhand

MANDLA:I'mmuchbetter

Therewasanawkwardmomentasnoneofthem

wassureofwhattosaythenMandlaclearedhis

throat

MANDLA:(softly)I'msorry



GRACE:(confused)umsorryIdon'trememberyou,

myfriendtoldmeaboutourrelationand-....IwishI

rememberedeverythingbut....(sighed)

GRACE:(sadly)itsokay

MANDLA:(sadly)amIabadperson?

GRACE:noofcoursenot,whywouldyousaythat?

MANDLA:(sighed)thenwhywouldanyonewantme

dead,whatdidIdo?

GRACE:(softly)nothing,youdidn'tdoanything,its

justbadmenwhoaremaybeafteryourbusinesses

butdon'tworrybecausetheyareinpolicecustody

aswespeak



MANDLA:ohh?

GRACE:yeah,youdon'tlooktoocomfortableletme

helpyouwiththepillow

Shemovedcloserandheldhisshouldermovingthe

pillowalittleuptosupporthisback

GRACE:howdoesitfeel?

MANDLA:muchbetter,thankyou

Shesmiledandmovedalittlebackasthedoorflung

opengettingtheirattention

DOCTOR:(smiling)ohhyouarehere?



GRACE:(smiled)

DOCTOR:perfect!BecauseIneedyoutosignhis

releaseforms,hewillbereadytogohomeafter

lunchtoday

GRACE:(smilinghappily)ohhgreat!

Shelookedathimsmilingasheworeasadface

GRACE:(slowlyclosinghermouth)and?'ithought

youwouldbehappy?

MANDLA:(sadly)Ifeelsafehere,whatiftheycome

tofinishmeoffathome?

GRACE:ohhdon'tworry,thesecurityatyourhouseis

farmuchbetterthanthehospital's,trustmethey



won'tgetanywherenearyou

MANDLA:(rememberedThembatellinghimabout

hisbusinessesandreckoneditstruebecausesurely

arichmanwoulddowithatightsecurity)ohhokay

GRACE:(smiling)umm....letmegohomeandgeta

fewthingsreadyforyouokay?

MANDLQ:okay

Shebentbabykissinghimintheforeheadand

turnedwalkingoutashecontinuedconversingwith

thedoctor

MeanwhileatRati'shouse,sheflippedthe

newspaperpagesandstumbleduponaninteresting

caption"TheMightyMatthew'slifeindanger"she

lookedcloselyandreadthetwoparagraphsbefore



throwingthenewspaperonherbedwalkingout

Onehourlater.......

Sheheldthedoorknobopeningupandstepped

insidebumpingintohim

DOCTOR:(gasped)ohhsorry

RATI:(smiled)itsokay

DOCTOR:okayyoumay

Hemovedasidemakingwayforhertopassthen

shewalkedovertohisbedasthedoctorclosedthe

doorbehindhim.Mandlamovedalittleupsearching

foracomfortablepositionasRatisetherfurious

eyesonhim



RATI:(angrily)soyouarehumanafterall

MANDLA:(confused)huh?

RATI:(angrily)Ican'tbelieveIthoughtyouare

immortalbutmaybeyouarebecauseakereyou

didn'tdiesoIshouldsayIthoughtyouare

untouchablekanteno,evenyourtypesdogethurt

MANDLA:(clueless)whoareyou?

Shesarcasticallylaughedandclappedoncebefore

foldingherarmsgivinghimadeathstare

RATI:whoami?Seriously?

MANDLA:(shruggedhisshouldersconfused)



RATI:stopplayingtheIforgotgamewithmeMr

Matthews,youareluckyIkeptquietformyfriend's

sakeotherwiseIwould'vesunglikeabird

MANDLA:(softly)Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about,pleasetellbecauseIdon'trememberhalfof

mylife,Ilostmymemory

Ratilookedathisstraightfaceandraisedher

eyebrowsbeforeleaningcloser

RATI:youknow,IcameherebecauseIwas

expectingtoseeabitofremorse,Ithoughtyou

wouldfeelbadandapologizethen

maybe..(swallowedhard)justmaybeIwouldfindit

inmyhearttoforgiveyouforallthatyouputme

throughbut-.....

MANDLA:(interrupted)pleasetellme,Idon't



rememberyourface,please

Shesighedsadlyandlookedinhisseriouseyesas

sherealizedthatheactuallyisn'tmakingitup

judgingbyhisgenuinelook,tearsformedatthe

cornersofhereyesassheopenedhermouthtalking

RATI:Ihopeyouregainyourmemorysothatyou

rememberhowmanyinnocentlivesyouhave

destroyed,youputusthroughhellandkilledthe

innocent,(teardropped)Ihadtogetmywomb

removedbecause-....(rubbedthetearsniffing)

becauseyouturnedmeintoaprostitute,yousold

metothedevilandIwasexchangedbyrandommen

everyday,attimesIcouldn'twalkbecausemy

privatepartswereinpain,thepainthatyourpeople

caused,Ihopewhenyougetoutofthisplaceyou

willremembereverythingandchange,Icamehereto

giveyouanearfulbutseeingyouvulnerablemade

mechangemymindbecauseiamnotabadperson

andcertainlywon'tallowbadpeopletochangeme,I



would'velongreportedyoubutdecidednottoformy

friend'ssake(lookedupstoppinghertearsfrom

falling)Ijustwantyoutoknowthatithasn'tbeen

easysinceIcamebackfromThailandbutIthank

Godforthesecondchanceatlife,andIthankyoufor

bringingmebackhomeandlastlyIamlettinggoof

you,I'mnotdoingitforyoubutformebecause

holdinggrudgesisdestructiveonitsownsoIforgive

you

Tearsstreameddownhercheeksandsherubbed

themoffbeforemakingaturnshootingtowardsthe

door

MANDLA:(softly)wait!

Sheturnedsurprisedandlookedathimsniffing

MANDLA:(tearfully)yourfriend?



RATI:(tearfully)yesGrace

Shefacedtheandrubbedhertearsoffbefore

walkingoutleavinghimindeepthoughts,whatshe

saidwasstilltoomuchforhimtoprocessbut

everythingnowmadesenseashethoughtofthe

recentattackandbeingshot,hesurehavepisseda

lotofpeopleandmadeenemies,hefeltthetears

flowingdownasherwordsechoedinhismind

Howcouldsomeonepossiblybesoheartlessand

exchangepeopleformoney,thissuresoundedlike

heisorwasahumantrafficker"hethought"

Meanwhileontheroad,shethoughtfullymadealeft

turnanddrovealongthetarredroad,afterexactly

tenminutessheturnedfacingtheiryardandslowly

drovetowardsthegate,shesteppedonthebreaks

stoppingthecarthenbreathedoutheavilywithher

handsstillonthewheel,shemovedherchin

upwardslookingintherearviewmirrorthenheaved

ahugesadsighbeforeholdingthedoorknob



openingupasshesteppedout,themorningsunwas

stillsoshemovedherhandupcoveringherface

beforeopeningthegatewithherotherhand,inno

timeshewasalldonesoshewalkedinsideand

stoppedatthedoorknocking

Meanwhileinsidethetwoladiesseatedonthe

couchesintheirwarmclotheslookedateachother

inwonderbecausetheyhardlyhadvisitorssoitwas

kindofnotexpectedtohearaknockbutotherwise

MsWilliamsresponded

MSWILLIAMS:it'sopen

Graceslowlypushedthedoorandsteppedinside

thesuddenawfullyquiethouse,shemovedher

headandtheireyeslocked,shefeltherthroatdrying

upastearsformedatthecornersofhereyesbut

shelookedalittleuptostopthemfromfallingthen

walkedinside



GRACE:greetings

ALL:hello

Shepassedtoherbedroomandopenedupgetting

insidethenbentpullingthebedmattressupand

reachedfortheenvelope,

Shepickeditupandletgoofthemattressfixingher

eyesontheletterassheheavedahugesighbefore

turningtothedoorsteppingout,shepassedbythe

livingroomasherheartpoundedandinnotimeshe

wasoutsidesoshestoppedastearsstreamed

downherfacehopingtohearhercallinghernameor

atleastreferringtoherassheusedtointheold

goodtimes"baby",thiswasthewordshelongedto

hearbutitseemedlikeherpreciousmotherhad

forgottenabouther,sherubbedhertearsoffand

tookastepwalkingawaytearfully

MeanwhileinsideMsWilliamsstoodupandwalked

tothewindow,shemovedthecurtainandlookedat

herasshesteppedinsidethecar,herheartpounded



sohardagainstherchestassheregrettednot

stoppingher,ahugepartofherwantedtocallher

nameandbeghertostaybutshewastooscaredof

theresponseshemightgethencekeptquiet,she

knewGracewasstillmadathersoshejustcouldn't

findtherightwordsofapproachinghertomakeher

understand,ateardroppedthensherubbeditoff

sniffingwhilelookingathercarasitdisappeared.

MIA:ma!

LostinherownworldsheignoredherthenMia

sighedsadlyandshookherheadasshepickedher

phonepressingit.............

ATFIFI'SHOUSE

Shewokeuptoaroughknockatthedoorasshe

pulledtheblanketsoffgoingtoopenup,hereyesfell

onhisuntidybigbeardedfaceasheheldthebeer



bottleinhishandlosingbalance

HIM:(impairedspeech)ohhbaby,Iheardyouare

back,Imissedyousomuchmysugarandspice

Sherolledhereyesdisgustedthenspatonthe

ground

HIM:(losingbalance)letmegetinsidebaby,Iwant

toshowyouhowmuchImissedyou

FIFI:Idon'tknowwhatIeversawinyou,who

on.earthwalksaroundwithabottleofblacklabelso

earlyinthemorning(frowned)lookatyou,youlook

disgusting

Helaughedalittleandleanedcloserbreathingon

herasshecoveredhernosealmostpuking



FIFI:(withafrown)ngng...movefromhere,onkga

seboduelamonna,seee!Leyonedustbingaenkge

yaanamonnaMmeshackaao!(Yousmellsohorrible,

suredustbinisstinkingbutnotasbadasyou

Meshack)

Hetriedtouchingherthensheraisedherhandhot

slappinghim

MESHACK:(holdinghischeek)iyoohbabyhlemma

wampolaaao(awwbabeyouarehurtingme)

Sheclickedhertongueandclosedthedooronhis

faceasheturnedwalkingaway,shethrewherselfin

thebedthenthoughtfullypickedherphonedialing

her......

ATFIFI'SHOUSE



Sheputherhandbagdownandfiddledinsideit

lookingherringingphone

PRETTY:Hello

FIFI:(softly)heyitsme

PRETTY:ohhhey,whatsup?

FIFI:(heartpounding)ummm.....Iknowumthelast

persontoaskthisfromyoubutIreallyneedyour

help

PRETTY:okaytellme,whatisit?

FIFI:(stattering)isitpossibleforyoutohiremein

yourbusiness,pleasepleaseIreallyneedthemoney

andIamnowgoodinmakeup,gakebuekadibaby



powdertsenengetlholaokarekesepokotsele

(pleaseplease,I'mnottalkingaboutthosestupid

babypowdersthatusedto.makeme.looklikea

ghost)

Prettylaughedalittleassherememberedhow

spookysheusedtolookbackinthedays

FIFI:tlhemmafriendshipKagokopadon'tturnme

downplease

PRETTY:(frowned)butIthoughtyoufoundarich

boyfriend

FIFI:(sighed)thatsjustanotherstoryforanother

day,pleasetlhemma

PRETTY:okay,okaybutIwillhavetoseeyoudoingit

onsomeonefirstbeforeIcangiveyouachance,I



needtobesure

FIFI:(jumpedupanddown)thankyouthankyou!I

swearIwon'tdisappointyoukanaIusedmytimeto

bettermymakeupskillswhileIwasstillswimming

intherichesakereebilenekeitshasatsedi

expensiveboEsteerLauder(plusIwasusingthe

expensiveones,likesofesteerlauder)

Prettylaughedandrolledhereyesbeforespeaking

up

PRETTY:(smiling)okayfriend,youcancome

tomorrowandpassbymyworkplace

FIFI:alrightbabes,thankyou

Shehungupandgotherhandbaglookingaround



PRETTY:babe!

Itwasquitesosheassumedhewentbacktobedso

shewalkedout,meanwhileinthehouse,hechecked

ifshewasgonethenrushedbackopeningthesecret

roomup,heheldhiswaistandsmiledlookingatthe

manybundlesofmoneylyingaround....

THEMBA:welllwelllwelll........

Hesmiledhappilyandclosedthedoorbeforegoing

backtotheLoungewherehegothislaptopandsat

downtyping,heresearchedabitabouttheoffice

materialandafewthingshewillneedinstartingup

hisprojectdesignbusiness........
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Hebithispenthoughtfullythenupandleft...

Anhourlater

Heparkedinfrontofthehospitalandsteppedout

gettinginside,hepaceddownthehallwayand

turnedtohiswardlookingathiswristwatch

THEMBA:(muttered)fuck!



Heopenedupandwalkedinonhistearyandsad

face

THEMBA:(surprised)hey,whatsup?

MANDLA:(lookedinhiseyestearfully)

THEMBA:whatsgoingonman,areyoucrying,what

thehellisthis?'comeonman

Thetearsfloweddownthenherubbedthemoff

sniffing,hetriedtospeakupbutcouldn'tas

somethingstuckonhisthroat

THEMBA:(touched)whatsgoingonman,areyouin

pain?ShouldIcallthedoctor?

Heturnedalmostpressingtheredbuttonbut



Mandlapushedhimback

MANDLA:(lowvoice)nodon't

HelookedathimconfusedasMandlasniffed

lookingathimsadly

MANDLA:(tearfully)amIabadperson?

THEMBA:no,ofcoursenotwhywouldyousaythat?

MANDLA:pleasetellme,justbehonestwithme,I

needto.knowthekindofpersonIwasbeforethis

memorything

THEMBA:noyouarenotabadperson,um.being

honest,you'vegottobelieveme



MANDLA:(lookedupstoppingthetearsfromfalling)

Icametoashockingrealisationtoday(bithislip)

apparentlyIwasinvolvedinhumantrafficking

Thembalookeddownnotsurewhattosaythenhe

sighed

THEMBA:well....Aboutthat-...

MANDLA:(interrupted)soshewasright?

THEMBA:ummyeahwewereintoallthat,actuallyI

cameheretotellyouaboutit,ourlastjobdidn'tend

well,welosttwoguys,luckilyImanagedtoescape

fromthescenebeforethepolicearrivedandIhave

themoneybagatmyhouse,wemadeafortunefrom

it

Mandlalookedathimspeechless,whathehadjust



saidwasabittoomuchforhimandhecouldn't

understandwhyhenarratedthewholethingsocalm

andrelaxed

MANDLA:(sighedsadlyashersadfacecrossedhis

mind)Idon'tknowwhattosay,Iwashopingyou

wouldtellmeitsnottruebut-.............(swallowed

hard)IguessIdeserveeverythingcomingmyway

THEMBA:whatdoyoumean?

MANDLA:(sadly)Ihavetohandmyselfovertothe

police,umsurtheyhavebeenonmytailifthisis

true

THEMBA:what!Nowaysman!Youcan'tdothat,

whatiswrongwithyou?

MANDLA:umsorrybutIamnotthesameperson



anymore,yesIdon'tremembereverythingbutIfeel

differenttoo,Ihavenodesiretocarryonthat

business,Ican'tdoitanymoreandIhavetopayfor

everythingIdidpleaseunderstand

THEMBA:wedon'thavetocarryonwiththe

business,Ialwayswantedtostopandstartafresh

butIwasscaredoftellingyoubutafterthelastgigI

wassureumdoneandnevergoingback,Iactually

haveenoughmoneytostartalegitbusiness,please

don'truinmychancesoflivingacleanlife

MANDLA:(sighed)don'tworry,Iwon'tsayanything

aboutyouthen,I'lljusthandmyselfin

THEMBA:(sighedinrelief)okaythankyoubutum

stillagainstthisbecauseIcan'tloseyouman,lets

juststartonanewcleanslate,Imeanyouhaveyour

Matthewsempirebusinessanditsverymuchclean

andlegitsoyoucanfocusonitandstillmakemore

money,pleasethinkaboutit



MANDLA:okay

THEMBA:sowhatdoIdowiththemoney?

Mandlasatuprightandsteppeddowngettingoff

bedholdinghisinjuredbandagedhand,hewalkedup

tothewindowandpeakedoutside,hethoughtfully

openedhismouthspeakingup

MANDLA:I'llhavemyshare

THEMBA:okay,soyouwillcomeovertomyhouse

onceyouleavethisplaceright?

MANDLA:(stilllookingoutside)I'mleavingtoday,an

hourfromnowbutno,youwillcometo.myhouse

andgivememysharebesides,Idon'tevenknow

whereyoustay



THEMBA:(remembered)ohhthat,alright,I'llpassby

later(lookedathiswristwatch)itsalmostoneo

clocknowwhenareyouleaving?

MANDLA:anytimefromnow

THEMBA:alrightman,sureletmebounce

Heturnedwalkinguptohimastheyfistbumped

THEMBA:sureman

HeturnedwalkingoutasMandlasatdown

thoughtfully

Meanwhileattheparkinglot,shetooktheenvelope

andputitonthepassengerseatbeforestepping

out,sheclosedthedoorandwalkedinsidethe



buildingbumpingintohimonthecorridors

THEMBA:ohhheyGrace

GRACE:ohhThembaright?Hi

THEMBA:(smiling)yeahniceseeingyou

GRACE:(smiling)likewise,bye

TheybothtookdifferentturnsasGracepacedonthe

corridors,soonshearrivedathiswardandopened

upsteppinginside,helookedupathersmiling

GRACE:Ohhhey,youlookmuchbetter

MANDLA:(smiling)well



GRACE:okay,letmepackyourbags

Shemovedaroundpackinghisstaffthenthedoctor

walkedin

DOCTOR:(smiling)wellwell..youdon'twastetime

heh

Theybothlaughedalittlefacinghim

DOCTOR:youarefreetogoandumgladyouare

recoveringatafastpaceMrMatthews,youfought

thefight,bigupsman

Hemovedhishandclosertohisthentheyfist

bumped



DOCTOR:(lookinginhismedicalcard)sothetests

areoutandwecouldn'tseewhatthecauseisbut

thegoodnewsISthatthememorylossisjust

temporarysoeventuallyyouwillremember

everythingallatonce,youjusthavetoaskthemto

talkmoreoftenaboutthepast,takeyoutofamiliar

placesmoreoftenpluswearyouroldclothesmore

oftenandhangaroundwithyouroldfriendsmore

often,thatshouldhelpinregainingyourmemory

quicklybutotherwiseyouaregoodtogo,lastly

comeforyourcheckupsonceaweekasits

prescribedinhere

MANDLA:(smilinghappily)ohhwow,Ihavebeen

longingtohearthis,Ican'twaittoremember

everythingandgetbacktomylife,thankyouDoctor

DOCTOR:(smiling)I'mjustdoingmyjobbutyouarr

mostwelcomeMrMatthews

Gracesmiledhappilyassheshovedthelastitemin



thehugebag

GRACE:(lookedaround)Ibelievewearedonehere

DOCTOR:alrightguysbye

HeturnedwalkingawayasGracepulledthebag

whileMandlaslidinhisslipperswalkingbesideher,

shedraggedthebagoutastheypassedbythe

reception

RECEPTIONIST:(wavingsmiling)bye

BOTH:bye

Theypassedandwalkedaway,soonenoughthey

wereattheparkinglot,shewalkedtothe

passenger'ssideandopenedthedoorforhimashe



hehoppedin,bythedriver'ssideshesteppedback

andopenedthebackdoorputtinghisluggageinside

thenwenttothedriver'sdoorhoppinginasshe

startedthecar,meanwhileMandlapickedthe

envelopeandlookedatitcuriously

MANDLA:whatisthis?

GRACE:(reversingthecar)ohhitsaletterfrommy

sisterMia,youprobablywon'trememberherbutyou

guysweremarriedbefore

Heblinkedafewtimesasafewmemoriesofa

weddingcrossedhismind,imagesweren'tclearso

hesighedfrustratedandputtheletteronhisthighs

MANDLA:ohhokay

Sheconcentratedontheroadasshesteppedonthe



acceleratorspeedingoff.......

ATPOLICESTATION

POLICEMAN:ifyoustarttalkingthenwemightas

wellchargeyouwithattemptedmurder,lockyouup

andthrowthekeysaway

THEM:(keptquiet)

POLICEMAN:weknowyouareprobablyworkingfor

someonesojustsayoutthenameandwewilllet

youwalkawayfreely

MAN:wearenotworkingforanyonesir

POLICEMAN:areyousure?



BOTH:yes!

Heshookhisheadandturnedtherecordingdevice

offasheturnedleavingthemintheinterrogation

room......

#

#
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ATTHEPASTOR'SHOUSE



hewalkedintothebuildingandturnedwalkingtohis

warroom,heopenedupandsatdownashismind

ranaround,hebentdownsittingonhisknees

thinking,hehadthoughtthewarwasoverbutitstill

seemedliketherewasasmallgapthathehadtofill

beforetheenemytakesanopportunityplusthere

wasjustonesmalllittleproblemthathehadtofix

beforetheenemyfindsawaybacksohekneltdown

andprayed

PASTOR:heavenlyLordIcomebeforeyouand

-..............................................................Amen

Afteralmostthirtyminutesinprayer,hesaidamen

andstoodupwipinghiskneesbeforeleaving.......

Sheslowlydroveandparkedinfrontofthemansion,

MandlaopenedupsteppingoutsideasGraceclosed

thedoor



GRACE:ohhcarefulbabe,Iwould'vehelpedyou,you

willhurtyourhand

MANDLA:ohhcomeon,umnotcrippled

GRACE:okay,takethatenvelopeumgettingthisbag

Sheopenedthebackseatandpulledoutthe

luggagebagbeforeclosingupanddraggedittothe

doorwhileMandlafollowedwiththeenvelope,she

openedupthentheysteppedinsideasMandla

lookedaroundsurprised,thehousewastoohuge

andclassyforwhathehadinmind,itlookedlikea

multimillionaireshousebecausehesureexpected

toseeanormalandnicehouseafterlearningabout

hiswealthbutthiswasn'twhathehadinmindall

thistime

MANDLA:(lookingaround)wow!Thisisbeautiful,is



itallmine?

GRACE:yeah

Shedraggedthebagtothemasterbedroomas

Mandlasatdownamazed,helookedattheenvelope

andcalledherout

MANDLA:canIopenthisthing

GRACE:(loudly)yeahumsureshewasjust

apologizingsoread,itmightjusthelpyouremember

afewthings

HeteareditupandtookouttheletterasGrace

passedtothekitchen

GRACE:I'llgomakeussomethingtoeatfirst(looked



inhishands)don'ttellmewhatshesaid,I'lljustread

formyself

MANDLA:okay

Shewalkedawayashefixedhiseyesonthesmall

pieceofpaper

Reading.....

MIA:hellomydearsister,IknowyouhatemeandI

understandwhy,asitisIdon'tblameyoubecause

whatIdidtoyouishorribleandsounforgivable,I

don'texpectyoutoforgivemeorsympathizewith

meafterreadingthisbutIjustthoughtyoumight

havetohearthis,Igrewupinanorphanageand

movedoutwhenIgotolder,IliterallyhadnoonesoI

livedonthestreetsuntilonedayIsawagood

lookingguywhowasfilthyrich,hefeltsorryforme

atfirstsoheaskedmetomarryhim,Iwasexcited



andhappyafterhearinghimsaythat,Ibelievedhe

wasthetickettomyhappinessandgoodlifesoI

agreedthinkinghewilllovemebecausehehad

plainlytoldmefromthebeginningthatheisonly

doingittohelpmeandhelphimself,hewasa

businessmansogettingmarriedtohimwasanorm

soastokeephisreputation,notthathelovedmeor

anything,howeverIagreedbecauseIactually

thoughthewilllearntolovemebutheneverdid,I

wasjustasextooltohim,longstoryshort,years

wentbyuntilonedaywhenyousteppedinsideour

home,IsawinhiseyessomethingI'veneverseen

before,Iknewforsurethathelovedyouand

instantlyIhatedyou,Iresentedyoubecauseinless

thanasecondyouwereabletoreachaplaceinhis

heartthatIcouldn'tforsomanyyearssoIfeltthe

needtogetridofyou,,,youmightnotbelievewhat

I'mabouttotellyoubutitisnothingbutthe

truth(Mandlaswallowedhardashestartedsweating)

Ididresearchandfoundoutthatmyexhusbandisa

humantrafficker,hesellsyounggirlstosomeguys

inIndiaandThailandinexchangeformoneyso

becauseIwasstilldesperateforhisloveand



attentionImadearrangementstotrafficyousoyesI

managedtosellyouandthoughtIwonbutno,he

stillcouldn'tseeme,infacteverythingchanged

becausehecouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyou,hewas

angryandmiserablebecauseallhewantedwasyou

(Mandla'steardroppedonthepieceofpaperas

memoriesofGrace'sdisappearancecamecrushing

downonhim,herememberedthesleeplessnights

andthedayhesethiseyesonherpalefacein

Thailand,heswallowedhardandfixedhiseyesback

ontheletterreading)

MIA:gettingridofyoudidn'thelpbutinsteadwe

driftedapartandheaskedforadivorce,allhell

brokeloseasIwasn'treadytolosehim,Ikept

makingthreatsthinkinghewouldchangehismind

butmanwasdetermined,fastfoward,oneday

thingsgotoutofhandandbeforeIknewittherewas

anunbelievablyhugesnakeinfrontofmeand

Mandlawasnowheretobeseenbecausehewasthe

snake,heisnothumanmydearsister,Istillhave

nightmaresofthatordealeventodaybecauseitwas



averyscarysight,thehugesnakebitmetwiceon

myhandandmyface,luckilyImanagedtogetaway

fromhishousebeforehecouldfinishmeoffand

thatwasthebeginningofmymiserablelife((Mandla

lookedupstoppingthetearsfromfallingashe

rememberedthefireincident,thelettermoved

somethinginhisbrainasnowtheimagesbecame

clear,hecouldnowseethehugecreaturethathad

helpedhimescapethefirethatday,itwasaverybig

snakethatledhimintoadarkcave,heremembered

thesmallcontainerthathehadtoopenthinkingof

hismother'swords,whilestillscaredbythefirehe

rememberedhowhismothertoldhimaboutZumba

beingtheonlyonewhocanprotecthimsostillwith

theuglyhugesnakeinfrontofhimthatday,hesaw

thecontainerathisfeetsohequicklybentpickingit

upandturnedthelidopeningitup,afteropeningit

upherememberedhowhismotherhadsaidhe

shouldtakethelaststepsoheliftedhislegandtook

thelaststeptowardsthesnakeandthatishow

everythingstarted,sincethatdayheneverhadto

worryaboutanything,allthathewantedwas

providedandallofasuddenpeoplestartedloving



andrespectinghim)

MANDLA:(lowvoice)ohhGodforgiveme

Tearsstreameddownhisfaceasheremembered

everythingfromtheendtothebeginning,he

rememberedhowthepoorgirl'sfaceinstantly

changedafterthetwobites,thedayshemarchedin

hisofficewithwormssquirmingonherfaceand

howhehadcalmlylookedatherwithnoremorse,all

thememoriespainedhisheartashewonderedhow

coldandheartlesshehadbeen,butweirdenough,

hefeltdifferentnowevenafterremembering

everything,hedidn'twantanythingtodowiththat

lifeanymore,hestillcouldn'tunderstandhowhe

managedtobreakfreefromZumba'sconvanent

MANDLA:(tighteninghisbody)nnggg.....

Hetightenedhisbodyoutofcuriositysoastoseeif



Zumbawillsurfacebutnothinghappened,he

gaspedandrelaxedhisbodyveryconfused

MANDLA:(lowvoice)buthow??

Herubbedhisheadandsighedthrowinghiseyes

backtotheletter

Reading.....

MIA:thatwasthebeginningofmymiserable

life(cryingemoji)Iwalkedaroundsmellingawful

witharottenfaceandhand,wormswerefeastingon

mebutheneverfeltsorryorapologizedevenonce,I

knowyouprobablywontbelievethisbutitstruemy

dearsister,Mandlaisevilifnotthedevilhimself,but

anyway,MsWilliamsfeltsorryformeand

introducedmetoGod,I'llforeverbegrateful

becausethatiswhereIgotmyhealingaftermany

monthsofsuffering,sheprayedformeandoneday



whenIwokeupIwascompletelyhealed,Iknowyou

dontwanttohearthisbutIwasgladandmorethan

happyafterfindingoutsheismymother,knowing

umyourbloodsistersaddenedmemorebecauseI

can'tstopthinkingofwhatIdidtoyou,Isoldyouto

thedevilandIcan'tjustifyitbutIamaskingforyour

forgiveness,yesIwasstupidandnaivebutIama

changedperson,Iwouldliketogettoknowyouand

havethatsisterbondwithyouImeanyoureallylook

likeanicepersonitsjustthatyouarestillangryof

whichIverymuchunderstand,pleasefinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme

Herubbedhistearsandlookedbackintheletter

Reading.....

MIA:'umgladhebroughtyoubackandIhopeyou

believewhatIsaidabouthimandtakehimto

church,.dowhatsbestforyou



Muchlove

YourdearsisterMia

Hefinishedreadingastearsfloweddown,hewas

fullofregretandstillcouldn'tunderstandhowhe

managedtobesoevilandnotfeelsorryor

remorseful,hesighedandturnedlookingatthe

kitchenbutthenhesawsomething,heblinkedafew

timesthinkingitwoulddisappearbutitdidn't

MANDLA:Zu-zu.....

Hemovedbackterrifiedseeingtheuglycreaturebut

surprisinglyitslowlycloseditseyeswhileitshuge

headfelldownthenweirdlytheimageslowly

vanished,heblinkedandrubbedhiseyestryingto

seebutithaddisappeared,hesighedinreliefand

touchedhischest,forsomeweirdreasonhischest

waswarmandhefelthisheartbeating,thatwas

somethinghehadn'texperiencedinalongtime,his



chestwasforevercoldandhenevernotevenonce

felthisheartbeatinmanyyearsbuttodayhefelt

totallydifferent,hisheartdidn'tfeelcoldorhardened

anymoresohesmiledtearfullyashesat

comfortableonthecouch,somethingMandladidn't

knowisthatZumbahadtakenoverhisheart,he

livedthroughhimthatiswhyheneverfeltany

remorseoranysortofsympathyinthismanyyears,

thesnakespiritthatwaslivinghimhadhardenedhis

heartandmadeitcold,yesatsomeinstancesthe

spiritwouldleavetemporarilywhenZumbawasin

therestingareathatishowhemanagedtofallfor

Gracebecausethenhisheartwarmeduptoheras

helikedhersincethefirstday,Zumbawasableto

accommodatehisoneneedbecausehehadplanned

tosacrificeGraceintheendbutfailedbuttoday

afterthepastor'sprayersthespiritcompletelyleft

himandhewastotallydeliveredandfree.

Hesmiledtearfullyandlookedattheletterashis

smileslowlyvanished,itbroughtbacksomany

memoriesthathewisheditwaspossibletochange



butknewitwasimpossible,helookeddownrubbing

hisheadasthegirlfromearlieratthehospital

crossedhismind,heliterallyrememberedeverything

thathadhappenedindetailsohelookeddownas

tearsfloweddownhisface

GRACE:(softly)hey,areyoufine?

Shepathisshouldersashelookedupathertearfully,

shefrownedandlookedattheletterinhishand

GRACE:isittheletter,what'sinthere?Letmesee

Shetriedsnatchingtheletterbuthequicklymoved

hishandhidingit

GRACE:whatsgoingon?



MANDLA:Ineedtotellyousomethingbeforeyou

readthisletter

GRACE:(satdowncurious)okay,whatisit?

Heswallowedhardandlookedinherinnocentface

scaredthatitmightactuallybethelasttimehesees

herasshejustmightwantnothingtodowithhim

afterfindingouteverything

GRACE:umlistening,whatisit?

MANDLA:promisemeyouwontleaveme

GRACE:whywouldIleaveyou?

MANDLA:promise



GRACE:okay,IpromiseIwon'tleaveyounowtellme

already

Heclearedhisthroatandstartednarratingthewhole

storyfromthebeginningasGrace'sheartbeat

raised,hisconfessionwasabittooscaryandtoo

much

MANDLA:(tearfully)soIopenedthesmallcontainer

andtookthelaststepthen.........................

Hecontinuednarratingthewholestoryassheslowly

stoodup,sheturnedbutstoppedastheimageofa

hugesnakeshewasfightingthatnightflashed

throughhermind,sherememberedhowhehad

disappearedandnowitallmadesense

GRACE:(whisperingtearfully)soyouwere-.....you

were....



Henoddedandcontinuednarratingassheshook

herheadtearfullystaggeringback

MANDLA:sobecauseofthemuchwealthIhadto

openthehumantraffickingbusinessandyouwere

-..........

GRACE:(interrupted)nonono!Stop!Juststop!I

don'twanttohearit,youaresoevilIcan'tbelieve

-.......(shelookedathimtearfullythenbentsnatching

thelaterbeforestormingout)

MANDLA:(runningafterher)pleasedontgo,Ihave

changed,pleaasee

Sheslammedthedooronhisfaceashetearfully

turnedleaningonthedoorthenslippeddown

breakingintotears........

#



#
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Sheopenedthecarandquicklyhoppedindrivingoff

athighspeedasMandlaslowlystoodup,hisfeet

weretooheavyforhimashedraggedthemtothe

couchwithtearsstreamingdownhisface,hefelthis

heartbreakingasanunexplainableamountofpain

filledhisheart,hegroanedandtouchedhischest

gaspingforair



MANDLA:((groaning)ahhhahh

Hebreathedinandoutheavilythenletgoofhis

chestleaningbackonthecouchastearsflowed,the

thoughtoflosingherforeverscaredhimsobadas

hecouldn'timaginehislifewithouther,herbeingin

hislifehadbeennothingbutablessingbutnowhe

waslosingherandseemedliketherewasnotmuch

hecoulddotochangehermind,hesniffedand

rubbedhistearsstilllostindeepthoughtsashe

wonderedhowsheisgoingtoreactafterreadingthe

letter,theMiasaggaiswhatscaredhimmost

becauseitjustwentontoshowhowcrueland

ruthlesshehadbeen,

Hemovedalittleforwardonthecouchand

eventuallyfelldownonhiskneeslookingupastears

streameddown

MANDLA:(breakingvoice)ohGodI'mjusta

man(swallowedhard)Idon'tknowhowthisisdone



butpleaseteachmehowtopray..I-....Iamsorryfor

allthebadIhavedone

Histhroatdriedupaswordscouldn'tcomeout,he

triedspeakingupbuthisvoiceranflatasmoretears

floweddown

MANDLA:(muttered)fuck!

Heforcedhisheavybodyupandwenttothe

lounge,histearyeyesfellonhisphonebythestand

thenhethoughtfullypickeditupanddialed Mia,he

lookedatthescreenbutquicklyhungupbeforeit

startedringingthenhetap

Heroughlybeatthetablewithhishandinfrustration

thenhetappedonthemessagesopeningtheir

conversationandstartedtyping



Typing.......

MANDLA:hey,umgladIreadthatletterbecauseit

helpedmeremembereverythingaboutmyself,I

don'tunderstandwhyIfeeldifferentbutIknowyou

havealottodowithitandumgrateful,Iknewthe

veryfirstdayIlaidmyeyesonyouthatyouarea

Godsent,yesIwouldn'tcallyouGodsentthen

becauseIwascontrolledbyevilbutIalwaysknew

youareaspecialone,whatIfeelforyouistrue,deep

andgenuine,believeyoumeI'veneverlovedanyone

likeIloveyoubeforebutIunderstandifyouhateme

now,umsorryitsmyfaultthatyoulandedin.a

foreigncountryandwentthroughthemostbecause

ofme,ifonlyturningbackthehandsoftimewas

possiblethenIwouldmakebetterdecisions,I

wouldn'thavetakenthatlaststeporopenedthat

containerbutitsalldonenow,Ihopeyoufinditin

yourhearttoforgivemeoneday,Ithankyou

becausethroughyouIhaveseenthelightandI

promiseyouIwilldotherightthingandhandmyself

overtothepolice,pleasetellyourfriendIamsorry



foreverything,sheknewthekindofpersonIwasbut

stillkeptquietformysake,Ilikeherforyou,Iwillbe

leavingnowtohandmyselfovertothepoliceand

confessmysinssomaybeIwillnevercomeback

hereandthat'sokay,it'sbetterthannotbeingableto

rememberwhoyouarebutanywayIhadmadean

agreementwithmylawyer,allthatismineisyours

aswell.Umsorrymylove

Keepwell

Hepressedsendandthedeliverymessagereported

inhisphone

MeanwhileatMsWilliamsshesteppedoutofher

carsniffingandshottotheirhousewhereshe

openedupandsteppedinpassingbythem,shegot

inherbedroomandslammedthedoorasshe

tearfullyreachedinherpockettakingouttheletter,

sheunfoldeditandthrewhertearyeyesinside,tears

droppedasshegotoverwhelmedwithemotions,

readingthroughthewormspartgotherskin



crawlingthenshefrownedasgoosebumps

appearedonherskin,shewentonreadingthewhole

thingandcriedgoingthroughMia'sconfessionof

beinginalovelessrelationship,foramomentshe

feltbadbutsighedtearfullygoingdown,yesshewas

sad,hurtandscaredbuthisconfessionhelpedas

nowreadingtheletterfeltlikearepetitionofwhat

shejustheard,apartofherwashappythathewas

nowfreeandmaybeachangedperson,nowthe

pastor'swordsofherbeingthechosenonemade

senseassherememberedhowshehadsolely

deliveredhim,shehadindeedfoughtthebattleand

won,sheputtheletterawayasshelookedup

tearfullydigestingeverything,tosomeextentshe

feltbadwhenthinkingabouthowthesocietytreated

himandhowhismotherhadinitiatedhimatavery

youngage,shesomehowunderstoodthathewas

stillyoungbutshecouldn'tunderstandwhyhedidn't

breakfreeandstopaftergrowingup,hedefinitely

wasenjoyingthedevil'sbenefitsandriches"she

thought"

AteardroppedasMia'sconfessionsunkintoodeep,



howsheputherwordsintowritingandexpressed

herselfreallysoundedgenuineandcomingfroma

remorsefulperson,shegottheletterandsmiled

tearfullyreadingthelastpart(((((((MIA:Iwouldreally

liketohavethatsisterbondwithyoubecauseyou

looklikeareallyniceperson-.''')

Shesmiledtearfullyimagininghowhavingabig

sisterwouldbelike,thethoughtofhowshebravely

andhumblywenttotheirhousetheotherday

crossedhermindassherememberedhowvery

warmtheirhugwas,itindeedwasheartfeltandway

toodifferent,thelookinhereyeswassosincereand

youcouldtellhowmuchgenuineloveshehadfor

her,Gracefoundherselfsmilingasshethought

aboutallthemoments.Shenowfeltlightanditwas

likeahugeburdenwasliftedoffhershoulders,the

hateandangershecarriedforthemanymonthshad

unbelievablyfadedasallshelongedforwastosee

heragainandgettoknowher,shejumpedsnapping

outofthetrainofthoughtshearingaknock

GRACE:(panicking)ummm.....



ThedoorslowlyopenedandMiasteppedinsideabit

scared,shewasn'tsurehowshewouldreact

becausejudgingbyherlookwhensheenteredher

moodwastotallyoff

MIA:(softly)hey

GRACE:(smiling)hi

Miawalkedclosersurprisedbyhersmile,shehad

neverseenhersmilinginherpresencebefore

MIA:(notsurewhattosay)ummI-.....

GRACE:(interrupted)yesumfine

MIA:(breathedout)shuu,,owkletmeleaveyou



GRACE:noitsfineyoudon'thavetogo

Miafrownedconfusedbytheresponsethenher

eyesfellonasmallpieceofpaper,shelooked

closelyandrecognizedherhandwriting

MIA:(panicking)youumm,youreadthat?

GRACE:(sighed)yeahIjustdidnow

MIA:(speechless)ohhwow

Sheslowlysatattheedgeofthebedlookingather

MIA:(softly)soyoubelieveme?



ShenoddedsadlyandMiagaveherasurprisedface

becauseforthefirsttimesomeonebelieveher,no

onebelievedherallthistimeandnowthelast

personshethoughtwouldbuyherstorydid

MIA:Ohhwow!Ijust,Idon'tknowwhattosay

becausenooneeverbelievedmebutyou-...

GRACE:(calm)Iunderstandwhynooneeverdid

MIA:(confused)huh?

GRACE:hewasusingdarkpowersandthatblinded

everyonesoyeah

MIA:buthowdoyouknowallthis

GRACE:(calm)heconfessed



MIA:what?Areyouserious?

GRACE:(sadly)yeah

MIA:ohhwowIdon'tknowwhattosay

Miashookherheadindisbeliefthenherphone

vibrated,shereachedinherpockettakingitandread

themessage

Reading.......

MANDLA:Heydear,I'mnotgoodwithwordsbutI

justwantedtoaskforyourforgiveness,Ihurtyouin

themostworstpossiblewayandalmostchanged

youintosomethingyouarenot,foralongtimeI

stoleyourpeaceandmadeyoumiserable,Ihaveno

justificationsformyactionsbutnowIseethelight,I



waswronginsomanylevels,Iamsosorrydear.

Shefrownedreadingthemessageandwentdown

readingasshestartedshakingherheadindisbelief,

itwassohardtobelieveheactuallywrotethis

MIA:(whisperingasshereadthelastpart)noways

Sheneverexpectedtogetthisfromhimbutshehad

longgottenoveritandbearednogrudgeagainst

him,whatshestillcouldn'tunderstandwaswhythe

suddenapologiesandconfessions,definitely

somethingwasgoingonwithhim"shethought"

MeanwhileontheotherhandGraceremembered

sheheardherphonebeepingalittlewhileagoso

shereachedforitandunlockedit,shelookedatthe

messageboxandfrownedseeinghisnamethen

tappedonitreadinghismessage,herheartbeat

raisedwhenreadingthepartwherehesaidI'll

probablynevercomeback,yesshewasscaredof



himnowandcertainlyverymadathimbutdeep

downsheknewhowmuchshelovedhim,losinghim

wassomethingshewasn'treadyforandimagining

himbehindbarsjustbrokeherheartintoamillion

pieces,tearsformedatthecornersofhereyesthen

sheremindedherselfofthesufferingshehadto

endurebackinThailandallbecauseofhimandit

madeherfeelbetterbecauseapartofherfelthe

hastopayforhissins,meanwhileMiaputherphone

backstillamazedthenlookedatGracewholooked

rathersad

MIA:areyoufine,whatisit?

Shewaswasn'tgoingtocryagainBUthearingher

askifsheisfinejustchangedeverythingandshelet

looseofherselfastearsstreameddown,sheslowly

broughtherphoneclosertoMia'seyesthenshegot

itandthrewhereyesonitreadingthemessage

MIA:(whispering)wow!



Shefoundherselfsmilingasshereadthepartwhere

hetalkedaboutherbeingaGodsent,nowthe

suddenconfessionsandapologiesmadesense,she

connectedthedotsandfiguredthatmaybeGrace

prayedforhimandbroughtchangetohim,she

smiledevenmorereadinghowheconfessedhis

loveforher,foraweirdreasonshewasn'tjealousor

spiteful,thelettersoundedtoogenuineandshestill

couldn'tbelievethatitshimsayingallthis,itsurefelt

likeafairytale

MIA:(smiling)wow!

GRACE:(lookedathersurprisedbyhersmiles)

MIA:youaretrulyMsWilliamsdaughter,howon

earthdidyoumanagetochangesuchperson,wow!

MiaputthephoneawayandclappedonceasGrace



smiledalittle,thewayshekepton.saying"wow"'sas

beginningtosoundalittlefunny

MIA:hai,thisistoomuchtostomachinjustoneday

Imean,Ineversawthisonecoming,Mandla

Matthewsapologising,wow!

MIA:(stoodupholdingherwaist)wow!

GracelaughedoutthenMialookedbackather

MIA:(confused)what?

SheshruggedhershouldersasMiasatdownagain

peakingintheletter

MIA:(thoughtfully)aren'tyougoingtosaybye?



GRACE:huh?

MIA:yes,heishandinghimselfovertothepolice

right

Sherememberedthatpartandsighedsadlybefore

shakingherhead

GRACE:no

MIA:okay

Miasighedandlookedbackathersadface

MIA:okay,canIgoandmakeyousomethingtoeat?

GRACE:(sadly)yeah



MIA:okay

Shegotupandleanedcloserkissingherforehead

beforewalkingout,Gracelookedathersurprisedas

shewalkedoutthenshesmiledandtouchedher

foreheadasMiaturnedtothekitchen,shewalkedup

tothecounterandrememberedshekissedher

forehead,shediditsounaware

MIA:wow!

Shetouchedherlipsandsmiledbeforeshrugging

hershoulderscontinuingwithpreparation

Meanwhileinthelivingroom,shestoodupand

walkedtoherroomwhereshestoppedatthedoor

andheavedahugesadsigh,shewasn'tsure

whethersheshouldcomeinornotbutsheendedup

changinghermindandturnedtotheotherside
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Hepressedhisphonedialinghim

THEMBA:MrMatthews

MANDLA:(sadly)Iremembereverythingman



ThembasmiledabitandSighedinrelief

THEMBA:ohhwow!Thats-...thatsgoodnews

MANDLA:(down)yeah

THEMBA:sodoesthatmeanyouchangedyourmind?

Imean-......

MANDLA:nomanIhaven'tandumnotgoingto

THEMBA:(alittlescared)pleaseman,don'tdo

this,please

MANDLA:(calm)don'tworryIwon'tbringyoudown

withme



THEMBA:butstillman,youcan'tdothis,wewillall

juststartonacleanslate

MANDLA:(swallowedhard)thereisa.loyyoujust

don'tknowaboutme,Iam(paused)iwasabad

person

THEMBA:ohhcomeon,Iknowyouarefeelingbad

aboutallthegirlsbutman,wecanstartafresh,

please

MANDLA:youdon'tunderstand

Hesigheddefeated

THEMBA:okaybutthankyouforsavingme

MANDLA:sure,umm...Ineedyoutodosomething



forme

THEMBA:(attentive)okay

MANDLA:I'llprobablygoawayforalongtimeor

foreverandIhavenofamilysopleasehelpGrace

withthecompany,umleavingeverythinginher

names,I'llsendyouallmylawyer'sdetailsand

everythingsoyoucangowrapupthewholething.

Andsheisstillmadatmeandprobablyhatesme

butumsureshewillcalmdownwithtimeandagree

totakeoversojustcarryonwhilesheishealing,

pleasedon'tsayno

THEMBA:(eyespopped)everything?

MANDLA:(calm)yeah

THEMBA:yoh,okayIhearyou



MANDLA:okaythanksman,pleaseteachher

everythingoncesheagreestoit

THEMBA:(sadly)Igotyouman,Istillcan'tbelieve

youaredoingthis,whatthehellhappenedtoyou?

MANDLA:(sighed)youwouldn'tgetit

THEMBA:fairenough

MANDLA:(thoughtfully)ohhandonemorething

THEMBA:okay

MANDLA:thatgirl,doyourememberher?



THEMBA:(frowned)whichgirl?

MANDLA:thepetiteone,ummtheonewhousedto

hangoutwithGraceafterThailand

THEMBA:I'mlostman

Mandlascratchedhisheadtryingtodescribeher

MANDLA:ohhyah,doyourememberthattimewhen

IarrivedbackfromThailandwiththegirls,thehero

time?

THEMBA:yesIremember

MANDLA:ehe,doyourememberthegirlwhowas

withGracetheentiretimeatthepolicestation,we

evendroppedheroffatherhousekana



THEMBA:(remembered)ohhthebabyfacedone??

MANDLA:'yesthatone,Ineedonelastfavorfrom

you

THEMBA::(reluctantly)okay

MANDLA:okay,givehermyshareofthelast

exchange

THEMBA:(jumped)what?

MANDLA:yeah,giveitalltoher.itstheleastIcando

afterallIdid

THEMBA:(laughedindisbelief)Idon'tlikewherethis

isgoing,whatthehellhappenedtoyou?That'sa



wholelotofmoneyIswearsheisgoingtofaint

seeingit,stopallthisgamesbecauseitsnoteven

funnyanymore

MANDLA:(serioustone)pleasedothatandIalmost

forgotabouther,Iwillpassbyyourhouseandgive

youanenvelopebeforeheadingtopolicestation,

pleasegiveittoheranddon'topenit

Thembashookhisheadashecouldn'tunderstand

whyhisfriendhadsuddenlychangedandbecameall

righteous,heagreedthatthehumantraffickingisa

badideaandtheyshouldstopitbuthewasagainst

alltheconfessionsandgivingupmoney

THEMBA:haish,okayman

MANDLA:alrightbye



Hehungupandpressedhisphonesendinghis

lawyeratextthennicelyputthephoneinadrawer

andtookoutanotepadandapenscribbling

somethingdown,hetearedupthepaperandputitin

hispocketbeforegoingtohisbedroomwherehe

openedthedrawerssearching,hefoundanenvelope

andtookouttheletterputtingitinsideandsealedit

thengrabbedtheAMGkeysheadingout,he

stoppedatthemaindoorandturnedsadlytakingthe

lastlookofhishouse,hebecametooemotional

lookingaroundthenheavedasadsighasheturned

holdingthedoorknobopeningup,shestepped

outsideandwalkedtothegarage,itslidopenthen

heunlockedithoppinginside,heslowlyreversedout

andturnedfacingthedrivewayashedrovepastthe

securityoffice,hepressedthehooterwaving,they

lookedatthecartotallysurprised,hehadneverin

hisentireexistenceeverdidthatsotheycouldn'tget

whytodayofadays,meanwhilehesteppedonthe

acceleratordrivingaway,thirtyminuteslaterhe

arrivedatMandla'splacesohehootedandthegate

slidopenthenhehoppedoutandtheymethalfway



MANDLA:(givinghimtheenvelope)heyman,here

THEMBA:(sadly)whyareyoudoingthis?

MANDLA:I'vegottodothisman,thanksfor

everything

THEMBA:whatsinhere?

MANDLA:pleasedon'topenit

Thembasadlylookedathimashefelthisheart

Breaking,hestillcouldn'tbelievehisfriendwas

leavingandmaynevercomeback,hewishedthere

wasawayofchanginghismindbutthelookinhis

eyesshowedhewasn'tgoingtogobackonhis

words



THEMBA:(sadly)umgoingtomissyouman

Theyallkeptquietpassingthroughamomentof

silence,Thembabecametooemotionalandfailedto

holdhistearsin,helookeddowntryingtohidethem

butMandlalongsawthem,hesighedsadlyand

walkedoverforahug,Thembafellinhisarmsand

criedhisheartout,foramomentthe"Iamaman

andtough"inhimhadvanishedashecriedhisheart

out

MANDLA:(rubbinghisbacktearfully)um.sorryman

butI'vegottodothis,stopcryingandbeaman,you

willvisitme

Thembaslowlypulledofffromthehugandrubbed

histearstryingtosmile

THEMBA:allthebestman



MANDLA:thankyou

Thembalookedattheenvelopeandwavedit

THEMBA:I'msureIrememberherplace,willgiveit

toher

MANDLA:IknewIcanalwayscountonyou,umm

bye

THEMBA:(pathisshoulder)bye

Heturnedandwalkedbacktohiscarhoppingin

thenstartedthecarreversing,hesteppedonthe

acceleratordrivingawayasThembatearfully

watchedhiscardisappearing......



ATMSWILLIAMS

Miawalkedtoherroomwiththetray

MIA:(softly)Grace

Sheputitdownandnoticedshehaddozedoffso

shesmiledandtookofficehershoesthentooka

fleeceblanketputtingitoverherbody,shewalked

backandswitchedoffthelightswalkingoutofher

room

MeanwhileatPolice

Heparkedthecarandbravelywalkedinside,hewent

uptoreceptionandgreeted,Sheraisedhereyesas

theyfellontothemostcharminghunkoftown,he

lookedevenmorecutewiththelittlebeardsonhis

chin,sheworeaninfectioussmilegreetingback



HER:hellosir,howmayIhelpyou

MANDLA:IwouldliketoreportmyselforshouldI

saymakeaconfession

HER:(frowned)ohh?

MANDLA:yesmam

HER:(panicking)ummmokay,yougoroomtenon

yourright

MANDLA:thankyou

Heturnedtotherightwalkingawayasshelookedat

himadmiringhisstrongarms,meanwhileatthedoor

hekncoked



VOICE:comein

Heturnedthedoorknobsteppinginside

MANDLA:goodeveningsir

POLICEMAN:MrMatthews,whatasurprise?We

thoughtyouarestillatthehospital,areyouhereto

enquireaboutyourattackcase?

MANDLA:(smiling)ummactuallyno,Ijust,Iamhere

tomakeaconfession

Thepoliceofficerbithispenandmovedabitonhis

chairlookingathim

POLICEMAN:(surprised)confession?



MANDLA:yessir

POLICEMAN:okay,youmaynarrateyourstory

Heclearedhisthroatandstartedconfessingabout

hishumantraffickingbusinessasthepoliceofficer

listenedcarefully.......

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

hedarggedhisheavybodytotheloungeandsat

downslippingintoatrainofthoughts,thedoor

slammedfromthekitchenandhesnappedoutofit

thenstoodupmakinghiswaytothesecretroom,he

steppedinsideandlockeduplookingatthemoney

beforehesquatteddowncounting,hemovedahuge

chunkofmoneytothesideandcontinuedcounting

thenhereachedinhispocketstakingoutthe

envelope,hesighedandputitontoofthechunk



beforepullingthedoortoopenupashesteppedout,

hequicklylookedbothsidesmakingsurePretty

wasntanywherenearthensighedinreliefshooting

straighttotheshower.....THENEXTDAY
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Shelookedinthesmallmirrorpoutingandadmired

herface,themakeupwasperfectlydoneand

blendedwellwithherskin,sheputthemirrordown

andtouchedherchestpushinghercleavagealittle

up,thematteburgundydressperfectlyfittedherand



gaveheraclassylook,shesmiledandgother

designerbagsteppingout,sheclosedthedoorand

steppedoutwalkingwithherheldhigh,tenminutes

latershearrivedatthebusstopwhereshesatdown

waitingundertheshade,whilestillthereherphone

rang

FIFI:heyfriend

PRETTY:areyoustillcoming?

FIFI:ofcourse,umstillwaitingforabus

PRETTY:whathappenedtoyourcar?

FIFI:likeIsaid,itsjustalongstoryI'lltellyouwhen

wemeet,pleasefowardthelocationdetails



PRETTY:okaywillsendjustnow

FIFI:alrightbye

PRETTY:bye

Shehungupandgotherhandbagwalkingbackto

themasterbedroomwhereshefoundhimdressing

up,,tyingtheshoelaceshelookedupather

THEMBA:Ithoughtyouleft

PRETTY:no,Ihavetotellyousomething,umhiring

Fifi

THEMBA:(heartpounding)fifi?

PRETTY:yeahmyfriend,Iknowyoudon'tlikeherbut



shehaschangedbabeyoushouldhaveheardhow

humbleandsincereshesoundedonthephone

Thembathoughtfullylookedatherandnodded

THEMBA:okayyoucanhireher

PRETTY:(startedsmiling)areyouserious?

THEMBA:(nodded)

PRETTY:ohhthankyouthankyoubabe

Shewalkedcloserandplantedasoftkissonhis

lips,shemovedbackashiscolognesomehowmade

herfeeldizzy,shetouchedherheadfrowningthen

quicklycoveredhermouthalmostpuking,shetooka

turnandquicklyrantothebathroomwheresheknelt



downthrowingup

THEMBA:(walkedoverworried)areyoufinebabe?

Shegotupandbendednexttothebasinrinsingher

mouth

PRETTY:(wipinghermouthwithatissue)itsyour

colognebabe,itstoostrong

THEMBA:butI'vebeenusingitsinceforeverandyou

nevercomplained

Sheflashedthetissueasshefeltalotbetter

PRETTY:noitstoomuchbabe(checkedherwrist

watch)Iamsogoingtobelatebabeletmeleave

now



Shepassedhimandgotherbagwalkingoutashe

seductivelybithislowerlipsmilinglookingatheras

sheswunghermilliondollarbodyout.Sheslammed

thedoorandhoppedinhercardrivingoutofthe

mansionasThembawalkedtothesecretroom

wherehebentpickingtheletterthentookabrief

casepackingthebundlesofmoneyinside,oncehe

wasdonehesteppedoutandclosedthedoor

makinghiswayout,withthebriefcaseinhisleft

hand,hestoppedbytheloungegrabbinghis

masseraticarkeysandleft.......

Onehourlater.......

Heslowlydrovetowardsthefencedyard,ashe

parkedatthegateayounggirlbetweentheagesof

tenandfifteensteppedoutsideinverytornclothes

walkingbarefoot,shestoppedandlookedatthe

fancycarsurprised,nooneevervisitedthemexcept

forMsWilliamsandtheydidn'treallyhaverich



friendsandfamilysoshewonderedwhocouldthe

strangerbe,whilestillinthoughtshesteppedout

andclosedthedoorwalkingover,hiseyescouldn't

stopnoticingthetornclothesandhowshewalked

barefootintheverycoldweather,apartofhimfelta

bitsadbutknowingthebriefcaseinhishandswill

helpoutmadehimfeelalittlebettersohestopped

andgreeted

THEMBA:hellonana

HER:(lookingathisniceshoes)hellomysisteris

sleeping

THEMBA:pleasecallheroutside

HER:okaywaithere

Sheturnedandwalkedinsidecallingouthername



HER:Rati,Ratithereissomeoneoutside

RATI:(sleepy)mhm

HER:(shakingher)thereissomeonelookingforyou

outside

RATI:(rubbinghereyes)whoisit?

HER:Idon'tknowhim

RATI:(yawning)him?

Shesatuprightandmovedtothewindowmovingit

andpeakedoutside,hereyesfellonhishandsome

selfasshelookedathimfromtoptobottom

admiringhisoutfit,shelookedathisandwondered



whohemightbeandwhathecouldpossiblywant

fromhersoshegotupandwalkedoutside

RATI:(softly)hello,Iheardyouwantedtoseeme

THEMBA:(softly)ummhiIwassentbysomeoneto

giveyouthis

Hisvoiceechoedinherearsasshetriedsohardto

rememberwheresheheardhisvoice,shecouldn't

rememberhisfacebuthisvoicesuresounded

familiar

THEMBA:(givingherthebriefcase)ummhere

Shesnappedoutofitandgotthebriefcase

RATI:whatisinhere?



THEMBA:youcanopenitnow

Shecuriouslyputitdownandunzippeditthenhe

eyespopped,shequicklystoodupcoveringher

mouthtotallysurprisedthenThembahandedhera

smallpieceofpaper

THEMBA:here,I'llleavenow

RATI:(gotthepapershaking)whatisgoingon?

THEMBA:Iguessallyouneedtoknowisintheletter

umjustamessenger

RATI:(shaking)noIcan'ttakethis,wheredoyouget

thismuchmoney,umsorrybutIcan'tacceptthis



Herlittlesistersteppedoutsideandhereyesfellon

themanybundlesofmoney

HER:(excited)sirareyougivingusthismoney?Oh

myGodIwillnowbeabletogetwarmshoes

Shequicklyranoverandsquattedpickingthe

bundlesofmoneyexcited

THEMBA:(lookingatRati)Ialsocan'tgobackwith

themoney

RATI:noyouhavetotakeallthisback,Ican'taccept

somuchmoneyfromanunknownsource(lookedat

herlittlesister)putthatbackbabyitsnotourmoney

HER:(sadly)Iwasstandingatthedoor

eavesdroppingandhesaidthemoneyisallyours

pleasetakesomeandbuymeshoesanda



jersey(teardropped)please

Tearsfloweddownastheyallsadlywatchedher,

sherubbedhertearssniffingandlookedathersister

withbeggingeyes

HER:(tearfully)pleasetakesomeandIpromiseI'll

passthisterm

Ratiswallowedhardlookingatherlittlesister'storn

oldclothesthenherheartbrokeintoamillionpieces,

sheslippedintoatrainofthoughtsasshethought

abouthowfindingajobhasbeensohardforherand

howtheirfoodbasketswereemptyasithadbeena

littlewhilesinceMsWilliamsbroughtthemfood,

Thembaclearedhisthroatgettingherattention

THEMBA:Ishouldgetgoing,pleasereadtheletter



RATI:butsirIcant-........(Heturnedandwalkedaway

asRatipacedbehindhim,heincreasedthespeed

andquicklyhoppedinhiscarthenstartedthecaras

Ratistoppedatthepassengersidebuthestepped

ontheacceleratorjoiningtheroadasshelookedat

hiscarspeedingoff,meanwhileThelittlesister

smiledhappilyandtriedtopullthebriefcasebutit

wasalittleheavyforhersoshebentanddraggedit

insidetheirhouseasRatiwalkedover,sheturnedto

thebedroomstilldraggingitandthrewherselfon

thebedbreathingheavily

HER:Ratipleasedonttakethemoneyback,(smiling)

Iwantshoes,ajacket,sleepers,apencil,penanda

bookthenyoualsobuymecakeandchocolate

Ratisighedandsatattheedgeofthebedunfolding

theletter

Reading........



MANDLA:DearGrace'sfriend

Iforalongtimewaslostandservedthedevil

unknowingly,youmightnotbelievethisIdidn'tsee

anythingwrongwithwhatIwasdoing,youbecamea

victimandwentthroughthemostallbecauseofme

andIamverysorryforwhatIputyouthrough,ifI

couldbackintimethenIwouldmakebetter

decisionsbutIcan't,whenyoucametothehospital

thatdayIhadtemporarilylostmymemorybutnowI

remembereverythingandthankstomydearonefor

sheprayedformeandsetmefree,allthatIcando

nowisownuptomymistakesandtake

responsibilityformyactions,bythetimeyouread

thisletterIwillbebehindbarspayingupformy

sins,sayingsorryisn'tenoughsoI'mgivingyouall

thismoneysoyoucanbetteryourselfbecauseI

understandhowmybeinggreedydestroyedyourlife

sopleaseacceptthismoney.

IhopethismakesyouunderstandwhyIdidcertain

things"mymotherwasintosorcerysosheinitiated

meataveryyoungage,I.livedallmylifebeing



controlledbythedevilandIcouldn'tdoanything

aboutitbecauseIdidn'thaveanylightinmeand

couldn'ttellbetweenrightandwrong,andIhadso

muchhatredtowardsmankindbecauseIwas

convincedtheyaren'tforme,Ibelievedtheonly

personwholovedmewasmyfriendandserpents,

yesIbowedbeforeserpentsandbelievedinthedark

powers,thenitworkedformebecauseIbecametoo

powerfulanddignified,I'mnotgoodwithwordsbut

inanutshellIwasservingadifferentGodthatis

whyIdidallthosehorriblethingsandhurtalotof

people,Ican'tgetthroughallthosewhoIhavehurt

butatleastIcangettoyou,pleaseforgivemeand

usethismoneytobetteryourselfthenmaybeone

dayhelppeoplewhohavewentthroughwhatyou

havebyopeningawomen'sshelter,Iknowum

askingalotfromyoubutpleasecontactmylawyer

on71263....hewillthenecessaryarrangementsto

gettheshelterupandrunning

Keepwellblackchild.

ATMSWILLIAMS



shezippedherbagandwalkedoutwhereshe

hoppedindrivingoffasMsgWilliamssadlypeaked

outsidewatching

MIA:(leaningbythekitchendoor)admittingwhere

youwentwrongwouldn'tbeabadidea

Shejumpedandlookedbackather

MSWILLIAMS:dontsneakupon.me

MIA:(sighed)Iknowyouheardme

MSWILLIAMS:(sadly)Idon'tevenknowwhereto

begin,Ifailedher

MIA:youcanstillfixitma,itsnotlatejusttalktoher



becauseshereallyneedsyou

MSWILLIAMS:Idon'tknowwhereandhowtostart,I

thinkshelostfaithinme,(tearsformedatthe

cornersofhereyes)

MSWILLIAMS:(tearfully)Ifailedmybabyand-....I

missher

MIA:justtalktoher,Ithinkshemissesyoutoo

MSWILLIAMS:doyouthinkso?

MIA:(smiling)Iknowso

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)okayIwilltalktoher,thank

you



Miawalkedoverandhuggedherasshebecame

emotionalandletloseofthetears

ATCHURCH

Sheparkedthecarandheavedahugesighbefore

steppingout,sheclosedthecarandwalkedtowards

thebuildingthenherphonevibratedfromherpocket,

whilewalkingshereachedinherpocketandtookit

outlookingatthescreenas.manynotifications

reported,shebrowsedthroughandhereyes

widenedlookingathispictureshandcuffedin

orangeoverallswalkingbarefoot,cornersformedat

thecornersofhereyesasherthroatdriedup,the

pastorsawherandwalkedover,helookedather

tearyfaceasshefixedhereyesonthephone

PASTOR:areyoufine?

GRACE:(Breakingvoice)he-...he....



Shegavehimthephonethenhelookedatthe

screensmilingproud

PASTOR:wow!Umhappytoseethis,indeedyou

foughtthefightmydear,umproudtohavea

spiritualdaughterlikeyou

GRACE:(crying)Ididn'tbelievehimwhenhesaid

-.....ohGodwhydoesithurt

Tearsstreameddownherfaceuncontrollablyasthe

pastorheldherhandswalkinguptothebenches

ATPRETTYSMAKEOVER

FifiwalkedinastheyhuggedbutPrettystormedout

tothebathroomwhereshekneltontheseat

throwingupasFififollowedher



FIFI:(worried)areyoufine?

PRETTY:(rinsedhermouth)

FIFI:'whatswrongfriend?

PRETTY:(wipinghermouth)itsyourperfumefriend,

Ithinkit'stoostrong

FifilookedathersmilingasPrettyfrowned

PRETTY:(raisedhereyebrows)what?

FIFI:meaning

FifilaughedthenPrettyslightlyslappedherchestas



theywalkedout......4YEARSLATER
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FOURYEARSLATER....

ShelookedatherwristwatchandgotherVersace

bagwalkingoutpassingbyreception



RECEPTIONIST:hellomamyourchauffeuriswaiting

outside

GRACE:(smiling)Ialmostforgotaboutthe

meeting,onlyrememberednow

RECEPTIONIST:(laughing)haubossladybathong,

butitsonlybeentenminutessoitsnotbad

GRACE:(smiling)alright,pleasefindaslotforTHB

projectdesigners,theycalledbeggingtomeetup

RECEPTIONIST:butmam,yourschedulefor

tomorrowisabittight

GRACE:I'msurethirtyminuteswon'tbebad,squeeze

thembetweenmylunchhours



RECEPTIONIST:(smiling)alrightMsWilliams

GRACE:bye

Shesmiledandcatwalkedhercurvaceousbody

towardstheexitasherheelsechoedonthecorridor,

shesteppedoutandreachedforhershades

protectingherselffromthesunlight,innotimeshe

wasatthecarsoshetookthemoffasthechauffeur

triedtoopenupthedoorforher

GRACE:ohhcomeonTom,youdon'thavetodothat,I

havemyhands

CHAUFFEUR:butmam

GRACE:I'mfinereally



HesigheddefeatedandsteppedbackasGrace

reachedforthecardooropeningup,theyboth

hoppinginashesteppedontheacceleratordriving

away.....

Thirtyminuteslater.....

HeparkedinfrontofthebuildingthenGrace

steppedout

GRACE:Ishouldbedoneinthirtyminutes

CHAUFFEUR:alrightmam

Sheclosedthedoorandturnedwalkingawaywith

herheadheldhigh,shesteppedinsideandpassed

byreceptionwhereshegreetedasthereceptionist

lookedatherinadmiration,herflawlessskinlooked

toogoodtobetrueandhermakeupwasperfectly



donegivingheranaturallook

GRACE:(louder)hello

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedather

embarrassed

RECEPTIONIST;(jumpy)ohhhelloMsWilliams,um

sorryaboutthat,,(clearedherthroat)ummthe

meetingisintheboardroomandit'sbeenalmostten

minutessinceitstartedletmeaccompanyyou

upstairs

GRACE:noitsfinedear,justtellmetheroom

number

RECEPTIONIST:Ihavetoaccompanyyouorderelse

I'llgetintrouble



GRACE:(smiling)umfinereally,Ihavebeenhere

beforesodon'tworry

RECEPTIONIST:(smiling)okmamroomtenonthird

floor

GRACE:alrightthankyou

TheybothsmiledasGracedturnedgettinginthe

elevatorwhilethereceptionistlookedatheroutfit

envious,abouttwominuteslatershearrivedatthird

floorandsteppedoutshootingstraighttoroomten

andpressedagreenbuttonopeningup,everyone's

attentionshiftedtothedoor,herheartpounded

lookingatthemanyheadsbutthensheforceda

smiletryingtomaintainacalmlooksoshewalkedin

andquietlypulledachairsittingdown,theyshifted

theirfocusbacktothewhitemanpresentingasshe

tookoutherdiarytakingnotes,afterexactlythirty

minutestheywrappedupasshestoodup



HIM:MsWilliams

Theyhandshakedaspeoplelefttheboardroom

GRACE:hello,thatwasabeautifulpresentationwe

shouldsignthem

HIM:yeahtrue,theyarethebestbutIguesswewill

waittohearwhatothershavetosayonthenext

meeting

Hefinishedthatandlookeddowngoingupherbody

smilingseductively

HIM:youlookbeautiful

GRACE:Ohhthanks



HIM:I'vebeenmeaningtosaythisbutIwasjusttoo

scaredyoumighttakeitinabadway

GRACE:huh?

HIM:howaboutdinner?

GRACE:(frowned)that'swhatyouwantedtosay?

HIM:ummyeah

GRACE:andhereIwasthinkingyouareabouttosay

somethingoffensivehaucomeon

HIM:(smiling)sothat'sayes



GRACE:Isureneedabreathersowhynot?

HIM:ohhthankyou,thankyou

TheycontinuedchattingbeforeGracegotherbag

headingoutwhilehetookHERhalfway

ATMIA'SHOUSE

Shewokeupandrubbedhereyesyawningashe

walkedinshirtless

MIA:(smiling)mhmyoulookyummy

YAYA:(brieflylaughed)Ican'tbelieveyouarestillin

bed,aren'tyougoingtowork?

MIA:I'mtiredbabe,Arefakeptmeupallnightsonot



today

YAYA:Ishouldconsidergivingyouawarning

letter,youcan'tbedoingasyoupleasejustbecause

it'sourcompany

Sherolledhereyesandtheybothlaughedashe

leanedoverplantingasoftkissonherforehead,he

turnedwalkingoutandashewasabouttoleavehe

criedfromthecot

YAYA:(laughing)oops!!

Shesighedandgotuppickingherup

MIA:(shushingher)shhhshhh,don'tcrybaby

mommyishereokay



Sherockedhersmilingthenherphonerangfrom

underthepillow,shewalkedoverandbentpickingit

upbeforegettingaseat

MIA:heybusylady

Shebrieflylaughedandopenedthedoorhopping

inside

GRACE;Iknowyouareprobablymadatmebuttrust

meumcomingovertomorrowsinceitsaSaturday

andumsureAribabyismissinghisfavoriteaunt

MIA:(laughing)thebusyrichaunt

GRACE:whatever,Iwasjustcheckinguponyou

MIA:okaylovebye



GRACE:bye

Shehungupandputthephoneawayashestepped

ontheacceleratorspeedingoff

ATPRETTY'SMAKEOVER

FIFI:Ican'tbelievethisladyiscomplaining

PRETTY:sheisjustbeingdifficultbutletsgiveher

whatshewants

FIFI:alright,I'llbeabletofixherattwothen

PRETTY:okayletmetexther



ShetypedinherphonewhileFificontinueddoingthe

lasttouchupsonherclient

PRETTY:aretwoisokay

FIFI:alright

SheturnedgoingtoherofficeasFifi

continued,meanwhileintheofficeshedialedhim

PRETTY:heybabedidyoumanagetogetallthatyou

needed?

THEMBA:yeslove,myassistanthelpedmeoutplus

umexpectingtohearsomethingfromMatthews

empire,umsuretheywilllikemyproposal

PRETTY:okaybabe,letmecallthenanny



Shehungupandvideocalledhernanny

NANNY:madam

PRETTY:heyummissingmybabycanIseehim

ShemovedthephonetowardsthePlayingbaby

Lethabothenhesmiledlookingatthescreentrying

totalk

LETHABO:(babylanguage)nnggngmmmomy

Shesmiledlookingatheradorablebabyashe

smiledtryingtospeakup

PRETTY:ohmyGodshesaidmommy,didyouhear

that?



NANNY:(laughed)

PRETTY:(tinyvoice)mommyiscomingbackokay,

nowdon'tgiveauntyahardtimeandjustbeagood

boy

BabyLethabograbbedthephoneanddroppeditand

thenannypickedituplaughing

NANNY:iyohmmaLettykanawasenya,otlothuba

phoneyame(Letterisstubbornhewillbreakmy

phone

TheybothlaughedchattingabitbeforePrettyhung

upcontinuingwithherwork

Shedroveinsideandparkedthecaroutsidegetting

inside



MSWILLIAMS:heybaby,youknockedoffearlytoday

GRACE:heyma,Ihavetogosomewheresohadto

comeearly

MSWILLIAMS:okaybaby,Iwillgomakeyou

somethingtoeat

GRACE:alrightmathankyou

Sheturnedwalkingtoherbedroomashermother

wentinsidethekitchen,withasighshethrewherself

onthebedandbenttakingoffherheelsbefore

checkingherwristwatch

GRACE:damn!



Shequicklytookoffherclothesandreckonedthat

takingashowerwouldtakelongsoshechanged

intoasimpleandcomfortableoutfitandsneakers

thenwalkedoutpanting

GRACE:OhhmaIIamsolatesoIwilleatwhenIget

back

Shewalkedoverandkissedhermotheronthe

foreheadbeforepacingout,shesadlywatchedas

shewalkedout,MsWilliamshadapologizedtoher

daughteralongtimeagoandthingsgotbetween

thembutneverreallywentbacktohowitusedtobe,

plusGracehadalwaysbeenbusywithwork,thefirst

twoyearswereworse,shewasneverreallyaround

asbeingtaughthowtorunthebusinessandthe

businessitselfgotallherattentionhowevershehad

genuinelyforgivenhermother,theproblemwasthat

thepoorwomanwasforeveraloneafterMia's

weddingsoshegotlonelyattimes.....shesighedand

turnedbackcontinuingwithwhatshewasdoing



MEANWHILEATTHEWOMEN'SCENTER

LADY:((breakingvoice)andgettingoverithadbeen

sohardforme,umhavingnightmaresandhardly

sleep,thefirstfewdaysmemoriesinthatcountry

aretheoneshauntingmeand(tearsfloweddownas

othergirlssadlylookedather)butumtryingand

comingherehashelpedalot,I'llforeverbethankful

mostlybecauseIneverthoughtIwouldbefreed

fromthathellholebuthereIam,apartofme

believesGodexistsnow,

ShekeptquietastearsflowedthenRatistoodup

walkingovertohugher,shewipedhertearsand

rubbedherbackbeforesittingdownnexttoher

RATI:it'sokaydear,youcanstopherefortoday,and

youdidwellthanyesterday,atleastyoumanagedto

saysomethingandthatisthefirststepofthe



healingprocess,umproudofyou

LADY:(sniffing)thankyou

Theysmiled

RATI:okayladiesIthinkwehavedoneenoughfor

todaysolet'smeetonWednesdayagain.

Theladieswalkedoverandhuggedherbeforegoing

out,aftereveryoneleftshethoughtfullygotherhand

bagwalkingoutwhereshehoppedinhersmallcar

drivingaway

Aboutfourtyminuteslatersheparkedinfrontofthe

prisongatethenhoppedoutwalkingthroughthe

prisongate,insideshedonedidallthenecessary

proceduresandwalkedovertothevisitorsroomand

satdown,meanwhilefromthecellhewalkedout



curiousthensteppedinthevisitorsroomlooking

aroundforafamiliarface,hemovedhiseyesaround

thentheirfaceskeyand.........
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Theireyesmetandhewalkedover

MANDLA:(softly)hi,thisisasurprise



HepulledthechairsittingdownasRaticlearedher

throat

RATI:umm...hey

MANDLA:Ineverthoughtyouwouldpoppopby,

wow!

RATI:(smiling)well

MANDLA:andIwasn'texpectinganyonetodaysoI

waswonderingwhoitcouldbe

RATI:I'vebeenmeaningtocomehereitsjustthatI

neverhadtimebutumgladIfinallymadeithere

today



MANDLA:(nodded)

RATI:yeah.Ummmm....Abouttheshelter,Ijust

wantedtosaythankyouforcomingupwiththe

initiativeandfundingit,itshelpingoutalotof

womenespeciallythosewhowerethehuman

traffickingvictims

MANDLA:(smiling)it'stheleastIcandotofixwhere

Iwentwrongandumgladyoufinallydidit

RATI:Iwouldn'thavedoneitwithoutyourhelp,the

cashflowtrusthavebeenofgreathelp

MANDLA:umhappytohearthat,youdontknowhow

muchthismeanstomebutitreallymakesahuge

differenceinmylife

Ratismiledlookinginhiseyesastherewasan



awkwardsilentmoment

RATI:(lookinginhiseyesandspokesoftly)thestory,

isittrue?

MANDLA:(lookeddownsadly)yeah

RATI:ohhwowthatsjusttoopainfulImeanthe

wholething,Graceisapartoftheshelterandshe

readaletteroutaletterthatyouwrotetoMiainone

ofthesessionsandshewentonexplaining

everythingindetailstomakethevictimsunderstand

anditworked,asmuchasitsoundedlikesomesort

ofafairytalebutitmadesenseandweforgiveyou,

theyforgiveyou

MANDLA:(smiledamazed)shedidthat?

RATI:yes



MANDLA:Ohhwow,butshedidn'ttellme

RATI:(smiled)

MANDLA:(smiling)ohhwow!Andthankyou,tell

themI'mgrateful

Ratismilednoticinghowmuchhesmiledhappily

afterfindingoutGracereadtheletterandexplained,

thelookinhiseyesjustgavehimawayandshowed

howmuchhelovesher,thelittlegestureshedid

surehithome

RATI:youreallyloveher,don'tyou?

MANDLA:(smiledshyly)man!It'stoodeep



RATI:(smiling)umsureshelovesyouaswell,you

areallshetalksabout

MANDLA:ohhreally

RATI:yeah,Ishouldgetgoingnow

MANDLA:alright,niceseeingyouagain

Shestopupastheyhandshakedthensheturned

bumpingintosomeone

GRACE:ohhhey,youarehere?

RATI:(smiling)yesfinallyIdidit

GRACE:thankyou



RATI:okayumleavingnow

GRACE:(smiling)okfriend

Shemovedasideandwavedbeforewalkingawayas

Mandlalookedathersmiling

MANDLA:Ithoughtyouaren'tcomingtoday

GRACE:Ididn'tplantobutIwasjust..Iwasmissing

you

MANDLA:(smiledemotional)awwyouaresuchacry

baby

GRACE:("laughed)whatever!



MANDLA:andhowdidyouconvincethemtoletyou

in?

GRACE:itwasn'thardbecausetheyalreadyknow

me,andIwassocurioustofindoutaboutyour

mysteriousvisitor

MANDLA:ohh,shesurprisedme

GRACE:shelongsaidshewantstocomeseeyouso

Iguesstodaywastheday

MANDLA:yeah,theconversationliftedahuge

burdenoffmyshoulders.

GRACE:umgladitdidbabeohhandaboutThemba's

projectdesigncompany,doyouthinkIshouldgive

themthetender?Heaskedtomeetupwithmeon

Wednesday



MANDLA:yeahitsfineplushealreadytoldmeabit

abouttheproposalsoIthinkitsagreatone

GRACE:alright,anyway,howareyoudoing?

MANDLA:umhangingintherebabe

GRACE:great,besides,twomonthsisnotbad

MANDLA:yeahtrue,butattimesitfeelslikeforever

GRACE:hehbaberrakoorehannegotilefifteen

yearsliketheysaidthefirsttimeneootlallela

hakae(ohcomeonbabe,whatiftheystickedto

fifteenyears)

MANDLA:umgladmylawyerfoughtthefightand



thefactthatnothingreallylinkedmetothewhole

thinghelpedastheyreliedonmyconfession,

otherwiseitwouldhavebeenworse

GRACE:yeahtrue

MANDLA:Ican'twaittogetoutofhereandstarton

anewcleanslate

GRACE:Ican'twaittoseeyouwalkoutofhereas

well

MANDLA:(smiled)

GRACE:Ihopeyouhaven'tstoppedpraying

MANDLA:noIhaven'tbabeplusInevermissthe

inmatesSundayservices



GRACE:(smiling)umproudofyou

MANDLA:(smiling)Iwouldn'thavedoneitwithout

you,thankyou

GRACE:(smiledlookinginhiseyes)

MANDLA:thankyouforeverythingGraceWilliams,

youaretrulyablessinginmylife,youarethereason

Iwanttoleavethisplaceandgooutthere

GRACE:(emotional)stopbabe,Iswearyouaregoing

tomakemecry

Hesmiledandreachedforherhandtouchingher

GUARD:(louder)notouching!



Hemovedhishandbackastheystaredintoeach

other'seyessmiling

GUARD:visitorstimeisup!

GRACE:IwishIdidn'thavetoleavenow

MANDLA:(swallowedhard)itiswellbabe

Shesadlybitherlowerlipstandingupandturned

walkingoutashewentbacktothecells

Meanwhileoutsidesheopenedthedoorandhopped

inthenherphonerang

GRACE:hello



HIM:MsWilliams

GRACE:ummhey

HIM:Ihopeyouareready

GRACE:(confused)huh?

HIM:dinner??

GRACE:(remembered)OhhthatIcompletelyforgot

aboutit

HIM:(disappointed)ohh?

GRACE:yeah,umsorry



HIM:butit'snottoolatewecanstillgo

GRACE:umm...sorrybutIcan't,I'mnothomenowso

thatmeansI'llhavetogofreshenupwhichwill

definitelytakelongersohowabouttomorrowmaybe?

HIM:oktomorrow,pleasedon'tforget,I'llpickyouup

atsevenoclockintheevening

GRACE:okbye

Shehungupandthrewherphoneonthepassenger

seatdrivingawayfeelingexhausted

Anhourlatersheparkedinfrontoftheirhouseand

steppedoutwalkingin

GRACE:heyma



MSWILLIAMS:heybaby,Iranyouabath,figuredyou

Wilneeditsinceyouhadtorushearlier

GRACE:(facelitup)really?

MSWILLIAMS:yesbaby,gobathwhileIwarmyour

food

Shesmiledhappilyandjumpedinheramrshugging

her

GRACE:thankyou,thankyouma

Shekissedhercheekandpulledoffwalkingtothe

bathroominabettermoodasMsWilliamssmiled

walkingintothekitchen



ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

Hearrivedandopeneduppassingthembytheliving

roomasheshotstraighttothebedroomwherehe

threwhisexhaustedselfonthebedsighing

frustrated,herubbedhisheadlookingupthenthe

dooropened

PRETTY:heybabeareyoufine?

THEMBA::haishbabe,thingsaren'tcomingupright

PRETTY:butIthoughtyourassistantcamethrough

foryou

THEMBA:(sighedsittingupright)yeahbutthingswill

onlyfallintoplaceifIgetthetender



Shesadlylookedathimandwalkedoverhugging

him

PRETTY:stopworryingbabe,umsureMathews

Empirewillapproveyou,Isawthatproposaland

anyonewhoturnsitdownwouldhavelostsostop

stressingyourselfout

THEMBA:youthink?

PRETTY:noIknowsobabe

THEMBA:(smiling)Ipickedtherightonebabe,thank

you

Heplantedhissoftlipsonhercheekbeforethey

proceededtothelivingroom.....



ATFIFI'SHOUSE

sheputthekeysonthecouchandbenttakingoff

herheelsbeforeherphonerang

FIFI:heybabe

MESHACK:heyyouarequiet

FIFI:,nobabe,Ijustgothomenowsowanttotakea

quickshowerbeforeanything

MESHACK:okbabe,howwasyourdaythough?

FIFI:tiringbabe,Ishouldusemysavingstostartmy

botiquelenna,workingforsomeoneisn'tasnice

becauseyoudon'ttaketimeoff



MESHACK:okaybabe

Fifithoughtfullysmiledandopenedhermouth

speakingup

FIFI:soitshowmanymonthsofsobriety?

MESHACK:elevenmonthsbabe,Iamsoproudof

myself,Ican'tbelieveIusedtowakeupwithabottle

ofblacklabelbeer

FIFI:(laughed)kananeitheleolepeletseelaonkga

gorebabe(youusedto.lookshabbyandsmellawful)

Helaughed

FIFI:legano,haeleditlhakotsonekesabue(your

shoesandmouthsmelledsoawful)



MESHACK:aetlhemmababelesagonkgakola,I'm

gladyougavemethatultimatumthatdaywhenI

askedyoutotakemeback,Ithoughtyouwere

punishingmebutinactualfactyouwerehelpingme

outbonagorekentselekauyang(stopreminding

mebabe,umgladyougavemethatlookathow

smartIlooktoday)

FIFI:(smiledshyly)umgladtoobabe,canIbaththen

wetalk

MESHACK:alrightbabe

ATKG'SHOUSE

KG:twomonths??

SK:yep



KG:thatwastooeasybutumgladheiscomingout

sothatwecancarryonwhereweleftoff

SK:(thoughtfully)whydon'twehitwhereitwould

hurtmostsincecomingathimseemshard?We

failedalotoftimessolet'sgetthatfineass

girlfriendofhis

KG:whydidn'tIthinkofthatallthistime,wow!That's

abrilliantidea

SK:youthink?

KG:ofcoursemansoWillyougetonhertail?

SK:yesIwilldoitmyselfbecausewecan'taffordto

messthisone



KG:great!Letsgetherandteachhimalesson

SK:(wickedsmile)talkaboutpayingforever

crossingtheblacks

Theysmiledandsatdownmappingthewayforward..

.............THENEXTDAY
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GRACE:umleavingma

MSWILLIAMS:okaybaby

Shewalkedcloserandplantedasoftkissonher

cheekbeforeturningaroundandswingingher

curvesout,sheheldthedoorknobandturnedit

openingupbeforesteppingout,sheunlockedthe

carandopeneduphoppinginthenputherbriefcase

onthepassengerseatbeforethrowinghereyesin

therearviewmirrorcheckingherface,seeingthatit

wasperfectsheturnedthekeyandreversedout

beforesteppingontheacceleratorhittingtheroad

Onehourlater.........



ShedroveinsidetheMathewsEmpirebuildingsthen

turnedtothepackinglot,in.afewminutesshewas

outandaboutmakingherwayinside

RECEPTIONIST:(smiling)bossladyontsemontle

gore(bossladyyouarelookingbeautiful)

GRACE:(smiling)thankyou,Ilikeyourlashes

hlemmawheredoyoudothem

RECEPTIONIST:ohhthankyoubosslady,Igotthem

doneatPretty'sMakeover

GRACE:youshouldgivemetheircontacts

RECEPTIONIST:Ihavetheirbusinesscardwithme



Shefiddledaroundthensawit

RECEPTIONIST:here

GRACE:thankyoudeary

RECEPTIONIST:anytimebosslady

Gracebrieflysmiledandsteppedintheelevator

goingup,innotimeshearrivedandwalkedinside

herofficewheresheputthebagdownandtooka

seatstartingtheday,herphonebeepedthenshe

openedherbagtakingitout

Reading..........

HIM:morningMsWilliams,hopingyousleptwell,

gooddayahed



Shereadthemessageandputthephoneaway

gettingbacktoherlaptop....

ATTHEMBA'SHOUSE

shekissedbabyLethaboonthecheekandbent

takingherbag

PRETTY:mmaLethaboontsenyastressgore,kante

eneotlaitsegobualengnehmma?

HER:butheistrying,Ithinkheisjustslow

PRETTY:aomma,atfour?Ithinkmaybethereis

somethingwrongwithhim

HER:butdon'tworrymadam,hewillbeokay,atleast



hecansaymomanddadevenifhisspeechisabit

impaired

PRETTY:haish,okayletmego

Sheturnedlookingatthemasterbedroom

PRETTY:babyI'mgoingtowork

THEMBA:(loud)alrighthoney,Iloveyou

PRETTY:(louder),loveyoumore

Shekissedhimonemoretimeandsmiled

PRETTY:mommywillseeyoulaterbaby,okay



LETHABO:(babyvoice),ngng...mommymommy

Hereyeslitupasshejumpedupanddown

screaming

PRETTY:ohhmyGoddidyouhearthat,hesaid

mommy

MeanwhileThembahurriedtothelivingroomafter

hearingherscreams

THEMBA:whatsgoingon?

Sheranuptohimandhuggedhimexcited

PRETTY:babyLettycantalk,hejustsaidmommy,

botsaaunty



TheirhelpersmiledlookingatLethabowholaughed

swinginghishandupanddownscreamingmommy

LETHABO:(babyvoice)mommy..mommy

BabyLethabokepton.screaminghernameand

laughingasthecouplesmiledemotional,theywere

worriedabouthisslownessthinkinghemightnever

talkagain

THEMBA:(emotional)aww,ngwanakebanna(aww

myson)

Hewalkeduptothebabysitterandpulledhimoff

fromherarmsgently

THEMBA:'(smiling)nowletscalldaddy,saydaddy



BabyLethaboburstintolaughterastheyjoinedhim

in

THEMBA:(laughing)saydaddybaby

LETHABI:(babyvoice)daddy...daddy.

HesaidthatlaughingasPrettyshotavideoofhim

talking

PRETTY:(smilinghappily)aww..mybabycantalk

TheywentonandonteachingbabyLethaboother

wordsbeforePrettyandThembalefttowork

ATMATTHEWSEMPIRE

Shepickedthephonedialinghim



THEMBA:hello

GRACE:heyThemba,abouttheproposalitsfineyou

don'thavetopresentwewillapproveyourcompany

becauseIalreadyhaveabitofinformationaboutit

andImustadmitthatIlikeit,itsperfectactually

THEMBA:(happily)ohhwow,thankyou

GRACE:okay,passbysothatwecanfinalise

everything

THEMBA:alright,thankyou

Shehungupandputtheofficephonedowngetting

backtoher



ATYAYA'SHOUSE

ShebabykissedbabyAriastheybothheadedout

MIA:pleasefeedhimhlemma,hehaslostabitof

weight

BABYSITTER:Iwilldon'tworry

MIA:alright

Yayabentbabykissinghimastheywentout

MIA:warereyakaenehbabe(wherearewegoing)

YAYA:wearegoingtoseeyourmom,itsbeena

whilesincewecheckedonher



MIA:yeahtrue,Arefagotmostofmytimeshemust

belonely,graceisforeverbusy

YAYA:akere,Isawherlastweekantsemosadigore,

obonaelagorelekemadamCEO(Isawherlast

week,youcouldjusttellthatsheisCEO)

Mialaughedalittle

MIA:kareonnosametsikaforkGrace,wayaka

hlemmaanongAriogodilentlamogatellalenna

(karesheissobeautifulandgivingmecompetition,

butshemusthangintherebecauseum.done

breastfeedingI'llshowherflames)

Theyburstintolaughterthenhoppedinsidethecar

drivingout.....



Meanwhileattheoffice,Gracelookedatherwrist

watchandsighedseeingthatitwasalmosttime,

shegotherthingsandwalkedout,whileinthe

elevatorherphonerang

GRACE:hello

HIM:hey,Ihopeyoudidn'tforgetagain

GRACE:(laughing)noIdidn'tforgetI'mleavingthe

officenowtogofreshenup

HIM:'ohhgreat,tellmewhenyouaredone

GRACE:alright

Shehungupandsteppedoutpassingbyreception



GRACE:byedeary

RECEPTIONIST:byebyebosslady

Shecatwalkedawaytohercaranddroveoff,

meanwhileattherobots,shelookedonthemirror

andnoticefamiliarcar,shenoticedthesamecar

followingherinthemorningandnowitwasstill

on.hertailsoshethoughtfullytookadifferentturnto

seeifitwillfollowher,justasshethoughttheblack

carfollowedheragain,abitscaredsheincreased

thespeedandin.notimeshearrivedatherhome,

luckilyMandlahadforcedhertotightenthesecurity

attheirplacesoshewassurethatnowshewas

protectedsoshehoppedoutofhercargetting

inside

GRACE:heyma

MSWILLIAMS:heybaby



GRACE:umjustfresheningup,havetogo

somewhere

MSWILLIAMS:alrightbaby

SheshotstraighttotheshowerandToyotaquick

onebeforesteppingoutheadingtothebedroom,in

there,shefixedherhairanddolledupbefore

dressingupinadinnerdresswalkingoutcarry

Versacepurse,shepassedthelivingroomand

openedupbumpingintosomeone

GRACE:oopss!

MIA:heelangbathongmamaGraceoyakaekadi

dinnerdressmonnaalekozanthing(heymawhereis

Gracegoingin.dinnerdressesbecauseher.boyfriend

isinjail)



MSWILLIAMS:(laughing)akoommotsemma(ask

her)

Theyallburstintolaughterlookingather

GRACE:umgoingtoseeafriendhau

MIA:akofriendennefriend,esengyalootlatsamaya

ojewakedibokomogirl(mayfriendremainafriend

otherwiseyouwillhavewormsfeastingonyou)

GRACE:(laughing)helloYaya

YAYA:(smiling)hisisterinlaw

Shesmiledandsteppedoutasherphonerang



HIM:I'matthegate

GRACE:okayumcoming

HIM:alright

Shesteppedoutandhoppedinsidehiscarashe

smiledinadmiration

HIM:hey

GRACE:hi

Hesmiledseductivelylookinginhereyesthenshe

lookeddownuncomfortable

HIM:youlookbeautiful



GRACE:thankyou

Hereachedforherhandandtouchedherashe

gentlyrubbedher

HIM::(sofsoftly)youhavesoftandverybeautiful

hands

GRACE:(uncomfortable)umm

Heleanedoverandclosedhiseyestryingtokissher

thenshefrownedmovingback

GRACE:(angrily)whatareyoudoing?

HIM:Ijust....I.....umsorryIthought



GRACE:(angrily)youknowwhat??Saveit!

Sheangrilyopenedthedoorandhoppedoffwalking

Backinsidefuming

MIA:(frowning)andthen??

GRACE::(rolledhereyes)youdon'twannaknow

Sheturnedstormingofftoherroomastheyburst

intolaughter..THREEMONTHSLATER
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Bythefireplace.....

LADY1:okaemonyadinakoechaile,akoatswele

kontleremmonehle(whereisthebride,shemust

comeoutsothatweseeher

LADY2:kanaomontlegorengwanawaMma

wiliam(sheisbeautiful)

LADY1:thatamma,aboannamaitseogore(alot

andveryhumble)



LADY2:truethat,mphathipanayeohoo(passme

thatknife)

LADY:weshouldn'tmakethistoomuchbecause

afterchurchbayalodgensobahumimmakebatho

badicateringwhatwhatakere(,don'tmakethistoo

muchbecauseafterchurchtheyaregoingtothe

lodgeandrichpeopleprefercateringcompanies)

Shenoddedastheycontinuedchopping

Meanwhilepeoplefilledtheyardchattingloudlyas

MiawalkedinsidecarryingbabyAri

MIA:Arihlerragotodaddy,kanaumbusy

HefrownedandheldontighttoherdressasMia

babykissedGraceandleanedcloserforahug

MIA:ohhumsohappyforyouandyoulookbeautiful



GRACE:thankyoubaby

MIA:(puppyface)nxoohlookatyou,youarealready

glowing,kooreirilehelamonnaatswazanthiebele

breakersecondaryvirginityletlogelapeo(soyou

guysimmediatelymadelovebreakingthesecondary

virginityandlefttheseedinside)

Graceheldhermouthlaughing

GRACE:ohhcomeon,waitsewenahlemmagaona

sephiri,whydidItellyou(youaresobadatkeeping

secrets,whydidItellyou)

MIA:(rolledhereyes)whatever!Ican'twaittomeet

himandbeanaunt,asekaBaannamatepeyaaka

Ari(heshouldn'tbeaspoiltlikeAri)



GRACE:(laughingassherubbedherflattummy)my

babywon'tbeaspoiltbrat,rightbaby?

Theybothlaughedthentherewasanawkward

moment

MIA:(softly)youlooksobeautifulinthiswhitegown,

itsuitsyouandI'msohappythatyouarefinally

happy

GRACE:(smiling)'thankyou

MeanwhileatthedoorMsWilliamssmiled

emotionallyaftereavesdroppingontheirlast

conversation

MSWILLIAMS:(smiling)aww..mybabies,umso

gladthatyouguysfinallygetalong,Ican'tstop

thankingGod



Shewalkedoverastheyallsmiledthencamecloser

foragrouphug,thedoorflungopenasMsWilliams

oldersisterwalkedinpanting

OLDWOMAN:heelang,naareletlampurelanerona

releemetsekontle,Kereiseakrgaobologoapesiwa

jaanongoemetsengnakoechaile(areyouguysstill

huggingwhilewearewaitingoutside,Gracewhat

areyouwaitingforthetimeisup

Theylookedatherfeelingtheedgetolaughbutheld

theirlaughterin

OLDWOMAN:(peakingoutside)rakgadihletsena

motengrentshengngwananakoechaile(aunt

pleasecomeinsothatwetakeheroutandleave,its

alreadylate)

Shewalkedinastheirrelativesandafewfriends



walkedoversinging

RATI:(singing)semotseretseresenatla,semo

tseretseresenatla,ngwanaotserwekesenatla

ThecrowdjoinedinsingingasRaticontinued

singingbeforeoneladytookoverthesongwhileRati

walkedinside,shehelpedherbringdowntheveil

andcarriedherdressastheywalkedoutsinging

Shestoodatthedoorsmilingemotionallyasawhite

brandnewanddecoratedRollsRoycepulledupin

frontofher,MsgWilliamsheldherhandasRatiheld

ontothedresshelpinghergetinsidethecarbefore

theycloseddoorsasitslowlydroveoff,people

dispersedtotheircarsandfollowedtherollsRoyce

tochurch

Meanwhileatthehotelroom

Herubbedhischinlookinginthemirrorashe



admiredhisflawlessface,hehadacleanlookthat

contributedtothehunkheis,heturnedlookingat

hiswholebodyandfixedhistuxedoturningback

THEMBA:ohhcomeonman,thatsenough

MANDLA:Ihavetomakesureman,kanatodayum

becomingaman,willhavetostopchillingwithsmall

boys

THEMBA:whateverman!

Themba'sphonerangthenhepickedup

PRETTY:heybabe,wejustleftforchurchnow,dont

forgetLetty'stoysinthecar,wehavetokeephim

busybecauseIamtheoneworkingonthebride's

makeupFifigaayo



THEMBA:alrightbabe

PRETTY:byebabe

THEMBA:loveyou

PRETTY:loveyoumore

MANDLA:,akoo.nyalemonna(youshouldget

married)

TheguyslaughedasThembagavehimamiddle

finger

THEMBA:weshouldleavenowgents

Theguyswentoutontheirtuxedoslookingblazing

hot,outsideMandlahoppedinhiscardrivingaway



withthebestmanwhiletheotherguysdroveall

togetherInoneoftheranges,innotimetheyarrived

atchurchthenwalkedinsideandwaitedbythe

pulpit,Mandlalookedatthedooranxiouslyrubbing

hishandsthenThembalaughedathim

THEMBA:gettingcoldfeet?

MANDLA:what?No,noways!

Aboutanhourlater,theweddingcarsarrivedat

churchmakingsoundsaseveryonesteppedout

happilyandchattingloudlyastheywalkedinside

takingtheirseats,thebridesmaidswalkedintheir

elegantattirethatblendedwellwiththedecor

LADY:ohhwow!Thisisbeautiful,Ilovethedecor

LADY2:metoo,Iswearweareyettoseebigger



things,reasonwhyIloverichpeople'seventsmhm

Theycontinuedwhisperingthensoftmusicplayed

fromthebackgroundasOutsidetheysteppedoutas

Ratihandedherthebouquet,MsWilliamswalked

besideGraceastheywalkedinsideslowlymoving

withthebeatofthesongplayinginthe

background,meanwhileatthefrontheemotionally

lookedatherastheyapproached,hisheartgotfilled

withjoylookingatthebeautycominghisway,he

somehowstillcouldn'tbelievethatheactuallygot

himselfagoodoneandwasputtingaringonher

finger,tearsofjoyformedatthecornersofhiseye

thenhelookeduptryingtoavoidthemfromfalling

buttheyfailedhimandfloweddownasthecrowd

watched

CROWD:(softly)aww

Hesmiledembarrassedthenrubbedthemoffas

Gracestoodinfrontofhimsmilingathim,hereyes



sparkledashersmilereaveledhergleamigteeth

PASTOR:(clearedhisthroat)mhmmhmkgm...

Theyturnedtohimandsmiled

PASTOR:umhappytobestandinginfrontofyou

todaysupportingthisunion,ithasindeedbeinga

verylongjourney

Theylookedineachother'seyessmiling

Meanwhileoutsidethethreecarspulledupaseight

mensteppedoutarmed

KG:gotothesides,I'llstayattheentrancetosee

clearly



SK:alright,I'llsticktotheotherwindow

KG:alright,showthemtheirpositions

SKmovedaroundshowingtheotherguystheir

positions,KGstickedtoentrancehidingashefixed

hislisteningdevice

KG:(lowvoice)areyouallready?

ALL:yesboss

Hecockedhisgunandaimedashim

PASTOR:(turnedtoMandla)letsnotwasteanymore

time,youmaystartsayingyourvows

MANDLA(noddedlookinginhereyes)Iamamanof



fewwordsbuttodayIjustwanttosayIthankGod

foryourlife,throughyouIgottoknowand

understandwhattrueloveis,(lookedateveryone)I

AmnotsupposedtosaythisbutI'llsayitanyway

becauseitallbelongsinmypast(lookedinGrace's

eyesholdingherhand)youlovedmebeforeknowing

whoIwasandyoustillcontinuedtolovemeeven

aftercomingtoaveryshockingrealisation

Helookeddownashebecameemotionalbutthen

tiltedhisheadupagaingoingon

MANDLA:youlovedmewhenIdidn'tdeserveit,you

deliveredmeandsetmefreefromthedarkworld,

youtaughtmethedifferencebetweenrightand

wrongsomethingmymommadidn'tteachme,I

grewupinadarkplacethatonlyyoumanagedto

pullmeoutof,myownmotherinitiatedmeintoa

darkworldofsnakes,(lookedatthecrowd)umsure

alotofyoustillremembersthelateMsMayerwho

wasfearedbyeveryoneinthesocietyasshe



practicedsorceryanddiddarkmagic,yesitsme,I

amherson

MeanwhileattheentranceKG'Sheartskipped

hearingthenameMsMayer,herememberedtheday

hehadtorunawayfromhomeinthemiddleofthe

nightafteraverylargecreaturefilledhisroom

accompaniedbyhismom,hecouldliterallyhearhis

motheraskinghimtorelaxbutbecausehewastoo

scaredofthelargeandsonotclearimage,he

stormedoutoftheroomnakedrunningthroughthe

darknightandthatwasthelasttimehesethisfeet

backathome,heneverwantedorwishedtogoback

totheirmansionbecauseheknewthekindof

personhismotherwas

SomethingKGwasn'tawareofwasthespirits

followedhimeverywhereevenafterrunningfrom

home,heranawayjustashewasabouttocomplete

hisinitiationandthislefthisheartcoldsomehow,

Helookeddownswallowinghardashetriedto

convincehimselfotherwise



MANDLA:Ihadtochangemynamesaftermy

intitiation,Ihadtocomeoutasadifferentmanso

thatIgettherespectfromeveryoneafterthewhole

societyabandonedandthrewmeintothefire

Meanwhileatthedoorheslowlymovedtothedoor

astearsstreameddown,nowafterhearinghim

mentioningthefirehewassurethatthiswasthe

littlebrotherheleftbackhomeafterrunningawayall

thoseyears,hewasonlytwelveyearsandtherewas

nothinghecould'vedonetosavehimsoheranaway

alone,hefoundouttwoyearslateraboutthefireso

hethoughthislittlebrotherdiedinthefire

KG:(cryingwhispering)ifthisisadreamplease

wakemeup

MANDLA:yesIgotallthatbutthisbeautifullady

herechangedmystory,shetaughtmeunconditional



loveandrespect,sheintroducedmetoGodand

savedmefromthekingdomofdarkness

Meanwhilethepastorraisedhisheadsmilingashe

sawthelastpieceofthepuzzlewalkingin,everyone

turnedtothedoorandlookedatKGwhohadagun

inhishand,heslowlydraggedhimselfinsideastears

streameddownhisface,hismendroppedtheirguns

confusedashedroppedhisgunfallingatMandla's

feet,Mandlagavehimaconfusedlookbutcalmed

downthinkingmaybehecameforatruce

OntheothersideGracemovedbacktotally

surprisedbythewholeordeal,sheshruggedher

shoulderslookingattheirpastorbutweirdlyhe

smiledatherandgaveherakeepcalmsign,she

sighedandlookedasKGslowlytookhisclothes

off,helastlytookoffhisveststillsobbingthenlifted

hishandbringingitclosertoMandla'sface,hiseyes

widenedlookingatthe"Mayertattooinhisarm"he

wentdownmemorylaneandrememberedhowthey

criedthatdaywhentheirlatemothertookthemtoa

shrinkwhousedahardmetaltowritethenameon



theirarms,Kg'stattoolookedexactlythesamefrom

waybackandnoteditedorbeautified,histhroat

driedupasheconnectedthedotsandforsome

weirdreasonhefeltthebond,tearsfloweddown

thenheslowlytookoffhisclothesandrevealedthe

sametattooleavingthecrowdcompletelyshocked

Thetwostoodupandlookedateachother

emotionally

KG:(tearfully)littlebrother

MANDLA:(tearfully)Ithoughtyouweredead

Theyfellintoeachother'sarmsembracingone

anotherthenthepastorclearedhisthroat

PASTOR:that'senoughnow,umgladmymissionis

finallyaccomplishedbutIjusthaveonelastthingto

do,thewedding,pleaseputonyourclothes



Mandlapulledofffromthehugemotionallythen

quicklygotdressedup

PASTOR:great!PleasetakeaseatMrKgati

KGsteppedbackandtookaseatonthebenchesas

Graceraisedhereyebrowstryingtoprocess

everything,thepastorwavedthebibleinfrontofher

thenshesnappedoutofit

GRACE:ohhumm

PASTOR:theringMeMatthews

MANDLA:ohh,withthisringIpromisetoloveyou

unconditionallyandbethereforyouthesameway

you'vebeenthereforme



Heslidthediamondringinherfingerasitsparked,

sheemotionallylookedatitastearsofjoystreamed

downherface,

PASTOR:it'syourturndear

Shewentongivingalongspeechthatlefthimeven

moreemotional,shesmiledandslidthediamond

rockonhisringfinger

PASTOR:Inowpronounceyouashusbandand

wife,youmaykissthebride

HeleanedoverastheytonguekissedwhileKG

watchedsmiling,thecrowdlookedinadmiration

whisperingandthecouplestoppedastheireyes

locked.............THEEND
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