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Introduction

Itwasawarm summerafternoonwhenNobuntu

arrivedhomefrom Mthatha,shehadalittleboyin

herarmsandwhenshearrivedhermother

Nosakhelewassittingoutsideunderapeachtree.

Shesawherdaughtercomingandshestoodupand

metherhalfway.

Nosakhele:Nobuntuwho’schildisthat?Pleasechild

don’ttellmeyoulefthomeforworkandcameback

withababy!

Nobuntu:Am sorrymother,Ireallyam,allthiswas

notmyintention.Pleaselet’sgoinsidesothatIcan

tellyoueverything.(theywentinsidethehouseand

Nosakheleputthebagsintheroom whileNobuntu

putthebabydown)

Nobuntuandhermotherlivedinasmalltowncalled



Eguie(Endyoki)forthosewhoknowit.Sheleft

homeinhopesoffindingworkinMthatha,sheleft

home3yearsagoandhasbeensendingmoney

homesincesheleftandshewasanonlychildand

herfatherpassedawayrightaftershewroteher

metric.

Nosakhele:Whathappenedchild?

Nobuntu:MotherwhenIleftherethingsdidn’tgoas

wellasIhadhoped,IstruggledsincethedayIgot

thereuntilamanfoundmeandtookmein.He

providedformeandthemoneyIsenthomeevery

monthwasfrom him,Igotpregnantayearbefore

lastandgavebirthMbuzeni.Thingswerefineand

wewerehappyandIhadevenfoundajobata

restaurantthere,butthenhiswifecameand...

Nosakhele:OhYehova(ohJesus)yougotinvolved

withamarriedman!

Nobuntu:No!ImeanYes!

Nosakhele:No,Yes?Whichoneisit?



Nobuntu:WellYesButIdidn’tknowmotherIswearI

didn’t,Yeshewouldgoformaybeaweeksayinghis

goingonbusinessbuthealwayscamebackbutall

alonghewasgoingtohiswifeandtwodaughters

andIonlyfoundoutwhenMbuzeniwassixmonths.

Nosakhele:WhatkindofanameisMbuzeni?

Couldn’tyougiveachildabettername.

Nobuntu:HisnamewasBukhosihegavehim that

namebutafterIfoundoutabouthissecretfamilyI

changedhisnamewhenIwentanddidhisbirth

certificate.

Nosakhele:ButWhychild?

Nobuntu:Becausehistheonethatwillhaveno

fatherandnoidentity.Peoplewhowishtoknowhis

identitywillhavetofindhisfather.

Nosakhele:WhoishisfatherNobuntu?

Nobuntu:Am afraidIcan’ttellyouthatmotherbutI

cantellyouthatIam gettingmarried.

Nosakhele:Areyounowgoingtobethesecondwife

tothisman?Youfatherwouldbesodisappointed,



youknowhealwaystoldyoutoneversettlebuthere

youaresettling.

Nobuntu:Nomotheram notmarryinghim am

marryingamanwholovesme,onethatisnot

marriedbutIcan’tgotherewithachildandthatis

whyam here.

Nosakhele:Andikuvakengoku(am nothearingyou)

Nobuntu:MamaabantubakuloSakhumzi(mother

Sakhumzi’sfamily)iscomingheretomorrowtoask

formyhandinmarriageandpaylobola.Iwould

reallylikeforyoutotakecareofMbuzeniforme,

YesSakhumziknowsabouthim andwewillsupport

him butwecan’ttakehim withbecauseofhisfamily.

PleasemotherIbegofyou,khulisaumntanam

kodwaungazeumxelelengam ngobaandifuni

azibonengathiulahliwe(pleaseraisemychildbut

nevertellhim aboutmebecauseIdon’twanthim to

feellikehewasabandoned)

Nosakhele:Kulungilezangendabanayeumntana

oyinkwenkwesondizakumkhulisanjengoba

ndakukhulisanawe(Alright!IneverhadaboysoI



willraisehim thesamewayIraisedyou)

Nobuntugotmarriedthatweekendandleftthe

followingdaytohernewhome.Laterhadadaughter

bythenameofAsithandilewhoisnow19yearsold

andtheyneverhadanotherchild.

Nowlet’swalktogetheronthejourneyof

discoveringAsithandile’slifeandwhyshewas

accusedofmurderingherparents.
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AsithandilePOV

Qulakwedini!Qulakwedinikabawo!

Khawuzenazokwedinihayiyhookwedinikabawo!



Khawuzenazo!

Qulakwedini!Qulakwedinikabawo

Nazokwedinihayiyhookwedinikabawo!

Thiswasthesongthatwassangandheard

throughoutthevillageasthecelebrationsofthe

boyscomingfrom intitiatuonschoolwasunderway.

Itwasajoyousdayandthemoodofeveryoneinthe

villagewasoneofproudparentsandhappysiblings.

Theyoungmentogetherwiththeboysofthevillage

gatheredaroundinthefieldstickfightingmovingall

thetowherethecelebrationswerebeingheld.

Womenhullululatingandmenwhistling,withgirls

andyoungwomensinginganddancing.Thisisone

celebrationInevermissbecauseitistheonetime

youseethepeopleofthisvillageunitinganddoing

somethingtogetherforthegreatergood.

Ialsolikeitbecausethereisalwaysalotoffoodand

alcohol,songanddancejusteverything.Andof

courseitistheonlytimeIgettostayoutlate



withoutgettingintotroublewithmother.Fatherleft

earlythismorningsayingtheyaregoingtofetchthe

boysfrom themountain(bayolandaamakhwenkwe),

wellthishappenseverytimethatwhenboyscome

backfrom theintuitionschoolmengoearlytogo

fetchthem.Nowam outsideourhousemakingfire

butmorelikeholdingthestickswhilestandingona

mudbrickwatchingthestickfightinghappening

downbelowatthefield.

NowourhouseIfisabithigherupthehillandifyou

standintherightpossessionyouwillbeabletosee

everythingthatgoesoninthefields.

Nobuntu:Asithandile!DidInotaskyoutomakefire?

Asithandile:Uxolomamandiyendaphazamiseka

(sorrymotherIgotdistracted)

Nobuntu:Icanseethat!Nowyoungladymakethat

firenowsothatIcanstartwiththecooking.

Asithandile:Justaminutemother

Nobuntu:Youmakethatfirenoworyounotgoingto



thecelebrations.Youchoose.

Ididn’tanswer,Igotofthebrickandrantowherewe

keepthestackoffirewoodandpickedjustenough

togetthefirestartedandtomaintainit.Wentback

andmadethefirethentookatripodfirstthentooka

size10threeleggedpotandputontopandpoured

waterinthenputsomesticksinthepotand

arrangedthem properlysothattheycanbeableto

holdtheweightoftheDowwhenmotherputsitin.

Wellyoumightbewonderingwhatam doing,well

motherwokeupthesametimeasfathertomake

Dowforthebreadandnowit’sreadytobecooked

andIhadtomakethefirebeforeIcouldgotothe

celebrations.

Nowthatisboringandit’smakingmelatebecause

everyonehasgonealreadyandam stillheremaking

fires.Missingoutonallthefunintheprocessbut

nowam donesoletmetellthiswomanandleave.I

wentbacktothehouseandmotherwassittingon



thediningtabledrinkingtea,ThatrightthereIdon’t

understand,Imeanwhywouldthiswomanbe

drinkingteainthisheat?Anywayshe’snottheonly

onebecausemostwomeninthisvillagehavethe

sametendency,maybeit’swhatmothersdo,who

knows.

Asithandile:MotherIam done,canIgonow?

Nobuntu:Didyouputthesticksinthepot..

Asithandile:Thewaterandsticksandputthepoton

thefireandam surebynowthewateriswarm

enoughforyoutoputtheDowin.

Nobuntu:OkayThenyoucango(Ididn’twaitforher

tosaymoreasIwentoutrunning)

Nobuntu:Takecareofyourselfthereanddon’tdo

somethingstupid!!!(sheyelledbehindmeandIwas

alreadyatthegate)

Asithandile:OkayMotherIwill!!!(Iyelledback)

Iranallthewaytothehousewherethecelebrations

wastakingplace.Igotthereandscannedthecrowd



lookingformyfriendLisakhanyabutIcallherLisa.I

sawherstandingwithsomeofthevillagegirlsandI

wentandjoinedthem.

Lisa:YoulateAsithandile!

Asithandile:Am sorryfriendbutmymotherwanted

metomakefirebeforecominghereandshetoldme

thatjustwhenIwasabouttoleave.Imagine!

Lisa:Youdon’thavetotellme,mymotherisexactly

likethat.

Asithandile:Iknow,sowhatdidImiss?

Lisa:Wellyoumissed....(shetoldmeeverythingthat

happenedbeforeIarrived)

Asithandile:WOW atleastIdidn’tmissmuch

Lisa:Yeah!Whydidn’tyoubringajerseyoryougoing

homeearlytoday?

Asithandile:No!ButIwasinahurrythatIforgotto

takeonebutIwillgogetitwhenitstartsgettingcold.

Lisa:Okaythen.



ThecelebrationwentonandIkeptseeingmyfather

hereandthere.Atonetimehecameandtoldmehe

willbeleavingsoonandthatIshouldbecarefuland

makesurethatam homeatthecrackofdawntogo

getwaterfrom theriver.Wellmyfatherdoesn’tdrink

teamadewithwaterthatwasfetchedtheprevious

day,hewantsonetousefreshwatertomakehistea

everymorning.Butam usedtoitbynowandit’snot

justme,alotofgirlsgotofetchwaterinthe

morningsoIguessit’sathingaroundhere.Wellnow

it’sgettingcoldsoImightaswellgohomeandgeta

jersey,ItoldLisaIwasgoing.

Lisa:Wantmetogowithyou?

Asithandile:Nobecausemymotherwillfind

somethingforustodoifwegotogether.

Lisa:Youright!Iwillsaveyouaspotaroundthefire.

Asithandile:OkayIwon’tbelong.

Iranbacktothehouse,runningallthewaydownthe

hillpassingthefieldandupagaintomyhouse.The

roadtomyhouseisjustexhaustingItellyou,thisup



anddownthingisnotworkingespeciallywhenyou

inahurry.WhenIgotupthehill,Iwasalreadytired

soIbentdownholdingontomykneestryingto

catchmybreath.WhenIrestedenoughImademy

waytothehouse,thebottom partofthedoorwas

openbutitwasstilldarkinthehouse.WhichIdon’t

understandbecausemotherlightsupthehousevery

earlyandthisissounlikeher.Iwalkedinandwent

tothekitchencupboardandopenedthedrawerand

tookoutthematchesandlightuptheglasslamp.

Iwenttotheroom togetmyjerseybutIcouldfeel

thatmyfeetwerestickyasIwalked,maybeI

steppedonsomewater(Ithoughttomyself)Itook

myjerseyandwentouttolookformotherintheir

room butshewasn’tthere,soIdecidedtoleave

beforeshecomesbackandgivemesomethingto

do.IwentoutbutwhenIpassedthediningtableI

sawbloodonthefloor,Iwentcloserandbentdown

toseewhereitwascomingfrom thenIsawher.My

motherunderthetablewiththechairspushedin,

shewasfullofbloodandhadaknifestickingoutof



herchest.TheairinmybodyleftmeasIwentdown

fallingonthefloorontopofthebloodanditwas

lightsoutforme.

Like,commentandshare.Youviewsareimportant

tomeespeciallyonthisnewjourney,youaremy

criticsandmotivators.Letmeknowwhatyouthink.

Haveagoodslumber.
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Asithandilewasstilloutforthecount,layingona

poolofhermother’sbloodandwhileshewas

sleepingtherehermotherappearedtoher.

‘Asithandilevukamntanam (Asithandilewakeupmy

baby)’shesaid‘mother!Ohitwasadream,thank

god’shesaidlettingoutasighofrelief.‘Nobabyit

wasnotadream,Icameheretoaskyoutoforgive



meandforgivehim aswell’shesaidlookingsad

‘motherwhodoyouwantmetoforgive?Isitfather?

Didhedothistoyou?Sheaskedveryanxioustoget

answers.‘Nobabyyourfatherdidnothingbut

pleaseforgivehim andam sorry‘shesaidand

disappeared.Asithandilewokeupsweatingand

disoriented.Whenshecametoshesawthatitwas

notadream,hermotherwasreallydead.Sheclosed

hereyesandletoutanexcruciatingcry.

Herfatherwhowasnotfarfrom thehousecame

runningtothehouse,hegotinandsawAsithandile

lookingatherbloodyhands.Thealcoholhedrank

lefthisbodyimmediatelyandhebecamesoberinan

instant.HewentclosertoAsithandileandsquatted

infrontofher,inhismindhethoughtthatsomeone

hadstabbedhisdaughter.

Sakhumzi:Asithandilemybabywhatisgoingon

(Asithandilecouldn’tevenspeak,shewasjust

lookingatherhandscryingsilently)

Sakhumzi:Babygirltalktodaddy,whathappened



mychildtalktome.(Asithandilecouldn’tsayaword

shejustpointedunderthetable.Herfatherlooked

underthetableandsawhiswife,helosthisenergy

ashesatonthefloornexttoAsithandile)

Sakhumzi:Whathaveyoudonechild?(hesaidina

sadandlowvoice)

Asithandilewasn’tspeaking,shewasjustsitting

therelookingatthedrybloodonthefloorandonher

handsandcrying.Hereyeswereswollenandshe

hadaheadachefrom allthecrying.Snotandtears

justflowingunattended,shewasamessandher

brainhadjustshutdownandallshewasseeingwas

bloodandhermothernothingelse.Herfatherfinally

gatheredsomestrengthandwenttotheirneighbor.

HeknockedandLisa’smotheropened.

Lisa’smother:HaiboBlangweebusukukangaka

yintoni?(Blangwewhatareyoudoinghereatthis

timeofthenight)

Sakhumzi:Ukhonaubafo?(ismybrotherhere)

Lisa’smother:Eweyithindimbize(yesletmecall



him)

ShewentinsideleavingSakhumziatthedoortocall

herhusband.NowSakhumziandhisneighborcall

eachotherBafomeaningbrother,theycalleach

otherthiswaybecausetheysharedthesameclan

names.Lisa’sfathercametothedoorandwhenhe

sawhisbrotherheknewthatsomethingwaswrong.

Heinvitedhim insideandtheysat.

Mthunzi:Bafokwenzekantoni(brotherwhatisgoing

on)

Sakhumzi:BafouNobuntuuswelekile(brother

Nobuntuisdead)

Mthunzi:Idon’tfollowbrother,whatdoyoumean

she’sdead.

Sakhumzi:ExactlyThatbrother(hesaidinavery

lowandsadvoice)

Mthunzi:Whereisshenowbrother?

Sakhumzi:Athome

Mthunzi:Okayletsgo.



TheystoodupandmadetheirwaytoSakhumzi’s

houseandwhentheygotthereAsithandilewas

sittinginthesamepositionSakhumzileftherin.

Mthunzi:BrotherWhatam Iseeing?Whyisthechild

sittingherewithblood?

Sakhumzi:Mbuzenawengobanam ndimfuneenje

(askheryourselfbecauseIalsofoundherlikethis)

Mthunzi:NgokuuphiuNobuntu?(sowhereis

Nobuntu?)

Sakhumzicouldn’tspeakhejustpointedunderthe

tableandMthunziwenttolookandsawthehorrible

pictureofNobuntuunderthetable.Hewasso

shockedthathecouldn’tevenutteraword,hewent

outtohishouseandaskedhiswifetogotake

Asithandilewithher.

ShefollowedherhusbandbacktoNobuntu’shouse,

uponarrivalshesawadistraughtAsithandilesitting

onthefloorwithbloodonherhandsandclothing.



Shelookedsolost,shewenttoherandhelpedher

upandtookhertoherhouse.Shegotthereand

madehersitonthechairwhileshepreparedwater

forhertobath.Whenthewaterwasreadyshe

poureditinthebasinandaddedcoldwaterandtook

ittoLisa’sroom thentookoutsomeofherpjsand

putthem onthebed.Shewentbackandtook

Asithandileandtheywenttothebedroom whereshe

helpedherundressandhelpedhergetintothebath.

Shegaveheratowelandsoapandascrub,shetook

them andheldthem inherhands.Lisa’smothersaw

thatshewasnotusingthem,shesatnexttoherand

helpedherbath.Shetookthescrubandscrubbed

thebloodoffherhands,herkneesandlegs.She

driedherandhelpedherputonthepjsandgaveher

painmedicationandtuckherinbed.Shetookthe

wateranddisposedofit.Shethenworeherdress

andshoesandwenttowherethecelebrationswere

tolookforherdaughter.



AtSakhumzi’shouseMthunzihadgatheredmore

menandthepolicewerecalled.Sakhumziwas

sittingtherelookinglostandshuttered.

Mthunzi:Bafokwenzekentoniaphakanyekanye

(brotherwhatreallyhappenedhere?)

Sakhumzi:Bafoxandisithiandaziandixoki(brother

whenIsayIdon’tknowam notlaying)

Mthunzi:TellusThenwhatyouknow.

Sakhumzi:Mnabendizibuyelaemgidinindithe

xandilaphakanyeeqhinenindevangesikhalo.

Ndakhawulezaukuzanganenoxandifika

uAsithandileelilaegcweleligazi(Iwascoming

homefrom thecelebrationjustwhenIwasatthehill

IheardacryandIrushedhometocheck.That’s

whenIfoundAsithandilesittingherecryingwithher

handsfullofblood)

AtfirstIthoughtsomethinghappenedtoher

becauseofallthebloodonherhandsbutwhenI

askedherwhathashappenedshepointedunderthe

tableandthat’swhenIsawher.

Mthunzi:Thisispainful,thepoorchildmustbe



traumatizedbyallthis.Nochildshouldseeaparent

likethis.

Sakhumzi:Traumatizedbywhat?Thischildwas

hereallaloneandnobodyknowswhathappened

herebesidesherbutno!She’squietandnottelling

uswhathappenedtomywife!(hesaidclearlyangry)

Mthunzi:Iunderstandthatyouangryandsadabout

whathappenedbutyoucan’tblamethechildforit.

Sheisjustshockedaboutwhathappenedandam

sureshewilltelluswhathappenedonceshe’scalm

down.Fornowlet’sjustwaitforthepolicesothat

thebodycanbetakenaway.

Sakhumzi:Idon’tcarehowtraumatizedsheis!The

leastshecandoistellmewhathappenedsothat

wecangettothebottom ofthis.

Mthunzididn’tanswerbecausehecanseehow

angryhisbrotherwas.Sakhumziontheotherhand

waswonderingwhenAsithandileleftthecelebration

andwhatwasshedoinginthehouse,becausehe

knewverywellthateverycelebrationshewouldstay



outallnightandcomebackinthemorningwithher

friend.Nowhedoesn’tunderstandwhyshecame

backbuthewasmorethandeterminedtogettothe

bottom ofwhathadhappened.
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Attimespeopleturntheirbacksonyouwhenallthe

oddsseem tobeagainstyou.Asithandile’smistake

wasbeingthefirsttoarriveathomeandfindingher

motherandhersecondmistakewasbeingtoo

traumatizedtospeakthateventhepeopleshegrew

upinfrontofstarteddoubtingher.Herownfather

doubtedherinnocencesohowcouldshethinkthat

otherpeoplewouldbelieveher.Thepoliceonly

arrivedinthemorningtogetthebodyandthe

investigatingofficerwantedtospeaktoAsithandile

toaskhersomequestions.Lisa’smotherwokeher

upandshewenttoherhousewherethepolicewere,

thecrowdofpeoplehadalreadygatheredthereto



seewhatwasgoingon.

Uponarrivalshewastakenintothehousebythe

policemen,herfatherjustgaveheralookshe

couldn’tunderstandandlefthertherewiththepolice.

Police:MissPhoswathiswillonlytake10minuets

andpleaseanswerthequestionsashonestyand

truthfulaspossible.Doyouunderstand?

Asithandile:Yes

Police:Okaynowtellmewhattimeyouarrivedhome

lastnight?

Asithandile:Ithinkitwasjustafter1Am becauseI

rememberaskingLisawhattimeitwasandshetold

methatitwas5minuetsto1.

Police:Okay,sowhydidyoucomebackhome?I

meanIwastoldthatduringsucheventyouonly

comehomeintheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Asithandile:YesThatistruebutthistimeIforgotto

takeajerseybecauseIwasalreadylate.

Police:OkaywhatmadeyoulateifImayask?



Asithandile:Mymotheraskedmetomakefirejust

whenIwasabouttoleave.

Police:Okaysotellmewhathappenedwhenyougot

here?

Asithandile:Igothereandthehousewasdarkwhich

wasusualbecausemymotherlightsupthehouse

veryearly.SoIgotinandlookedforthematches

andlighteduptheglasslampthenwentandtookmy

jersey.ButbeforeIleftIwentandlookedformother

inherroom butIcouldn’tfindherbutwhenIwas

goingtomyroom Icouldfeelthatmyfeetwerewet

butIjustthoughtthatIsteppedonwateror

something.SoIwasabouttoleavewhenInoticethe

bloodonthefloorand(shecouldn’tgoonanymore

asshecriedthinkingaboutthestatehermotherwas

in)

Police:JustonemorequestionbeforeIletyougo,

whatstatewassheinwhenyoufoundher?

Asithandile:Shewas...shehadaknifestickingout

herchest(shecriedsomemoreasshethoughtof

hermother)



Police:Okaywedonehereandthankyouforyour

time.

ThebodywastakenandAsithandilehadtocleanthe

drybloodonthefloorandcleanthehouse.Her

fatherneversaidawordtoher.Theweekwentby

andhermotherwasburied.Throughoutallthatweek

herfatherneversaidawordtoherandhedidn’t

eveneatthefoodshecooked.ThishurtAsithandile

becausesheneededherfathertobethereforher

duringhertimeofneed,shereallywantedthem to

bethereforeachotherbutthatwasimpossiblewith

howhisfatherhasbeenacting.Shealsonoticed

thatLisaturnedherbackonher,shelastsawherthe

dayofthecelebration.Yessheseeshernowbutshe

alwaysavoidsher,whichalsohurtherevenmore.

BackinEugieNosakhelewasnowoldbutstillable

todothingsforherself.Mbuzeniwasnowworkingin

Mthathaforawellknownbusinessman.Hismother

keptherpromiseandsentthem moneyeverymonth



whichishowMbuzeniwasabletogotoschooland

studymarketing.Hisnowamarketingmanagerof

thecompanyheworksfor,hetakescareofhis

motherandgoestoseehereveryweekend.Hehas

neverseenhersocoldsisterbuthasseenher

picturesandpeopleweretalkingwhenhewas

growingup.Sayingthathismotherwasnothis

motherbuthergrandmotherandthathissisterwas

reallyhermother.Asachildheneverpaidattention

toallthisbutnowwhenhehearshismothertalk

aboutwhenshelosthisfathertohim doesn’tmake

sensebuthedecidednottoquestionthewoman

whohasbeenthereforhim allhislife.

Thisweekendhewenthim tocheckonhismother.

HewasdrivingaToyotafortune,hepassedEguie

townandboughtgroceriesforhismotherthendrove

home.Whenhegottherehismotherwassitting

outsideunderthepeachtreethatshelikes.Hegot

outofthecarandwenttoher.

Mbuzeni:Molweniekhaya(GreetingsMother)



Nosakhele:Molomntanam unjani?(greetingsmy

childhowareyou?)

Mbuzeni:Am wellmotherhowareyou?

Nosakhele:Am Okaysonjusttheseoldbonesgiving

problems.

Mbuzeni:Doyouneedtoseeadoctor?

Nosakhele:Nosonam finejustgettingold.

Mbuzeni:MotherIhavesomethingtoaskyou.

Nosakhele:Yesmychild

Mbuzeni:Ihavebeenhavingdreamsaboutmysister

andshekeepsaskingmetoforgiveher,whatshould

Iforgiveherfor?

Nosakhele:OhchildyoursisterwellIdon’tknow

howtoputthisbutletmecallhertofindoutifsheis

okaybecauseIhavealsobeenthinkingalotabout

herthispastweek.

Mbuzeni:DoThatthenwhileIputthegroceriesin

thehouse.

Nosakhele:Okayson.



Mbuzeniwentintothehouseandpackedthe

groceries.Hethoughttohimselfwhydoesn’this

grandmothertellhim thetruthabouthismother

becausenowthathisolderhecanputafewpieces

togetherandwhenhesawherinMthathatherewas

aconnectionhefeltbetweenthem eventhoughhe

couldn’texplainit.Yeshesawherfrom afarbutstill

theconnectioncouldnotbedenied.Nosakhele

madeacalltoSakhumziashewastheonewiththe

phone.Heansweredafterafewrings.

Convo:

Sakhumzi:Mamauyaphilakodwa(motherareyou

well?)

Nosakhele:Am wellsonhowareyou?

Sakhumzi:Am finemotherjustthatwehadavery

sadandlongweek.

Nosakhele:Whathappenedson?



Sakhumzi:Nobuntupassedawaymother.

Nosakhele:Ohyhinibawoumntanam kwenzeke

ntoni?Kutheniungandixelelangakwangoko

ngendizile?(ohlordmychild!Whathappenedand

whydidn’tyouinform mesoonerIwouldhave

come?)

Sakhumzi:Ididn’tthinkmotherIwasjusthurtby

whathappened.Nobuntudiedinahorribleway

mother,shewasstabbedandapparentlyAsithandile

foundherlikethat.

Nosakhele:Ohmygrandchild!Issheokay?Whenis

thefuneral?

Sakhumzi:Weburiedherlastweekendmother.

Nosakhele:Uthikutheni?Njaniungcwabeumntanam

ndingekhoSakhumzi?UcingamnanoMbuzeni

besingafunikumbhabhayisasimboneokokugqibela?

(whatdidyousay?Howcanyouburymychild

withoutmeSakhumzi?Didn’tyouthinkthatmeand

Mbuzenididn’twanttoseeherandsayour

goodbyes?)

Sakhumzi:MamaNobuntuwasmywife,Ipaidlobola



forherandIam allowedtodoasIpleasewithher

bodyandIdon’tappreciatehowyoutalkingtome.

Nosakhele:SakhumziyouknowthatNobuntuhasa

childherewhichshelastsawwhenhewasjusta

yearold.Shealsohasamotherherewholovedher

andwouldhavelikedtosayhergoodbyesafterso

manyyearsofnotseeingher.Ialsohavea

granddaughterthatInevermetandwouldhave

lovedtoseeandcomfortherinhertimeofneedand

youtookallthatawayfrom me.

Sakhumzi:Iwon’tlistentothisanymoreandthat

Mbuzeniyoutalkingaboutwasyourdaughter’schild

alonenotmineandIdidn’towehim anythingandas

forAsithandilesheismydaughterandshedoesn’t

needyoubecauseshehasmyfamily(hedropped

thecall)

Nosakhele:Shemaybeyoursbutsheismy

daughter’schildaswellandam hergrandmother

andwhatyoudidwascruel.Takingmydaughter

awayfrom mealltheseyearswasnotenoughfor

youthatyouhadtodeprivemeofherfuneral?

(therewassilenceandNosakhelelookedatthe



phoneandsawthatitwasdroppedalongtimeago.

Shecouldn’tstopcryingthinkingaboutwhatand

howtotellMbuzeniallthis.)

YesaccordingtotheXhosaculturehewas

consideredas(untanawentombi)meaningachild

thatwasbornoutofwedlockandaccordingto

culturehebelongedtoNobuntu’shomeandnother

maritalhomewhichisanotherreasonwhysheleft

him inthefirstplace.

Mbuzeniwentbacktohismotherandsawthatshe

wascrying.Hedidn’tlikethisatall.

Mbuzeni:Motherwhateverisgoingonknowthat

everythingwillbealright.

Nosakhele:Ohchildnothingwillbealright!

Everythingwillgodownhillfrom hereon.Am afraid

westillhavealongwaytogofrom hereanditwill

notbeeasy.

#loveadmin



Insert4

AMonthlater

AsithandilePOV

Lifeformehasn’tbeengoodthispastmonth,Ihave

nofriendsanymoreandIhavenofather,Yesmy

fatherisaliveandwellbutit’slikehisnothere.

Mom’sdeathmusthaveaffectedhim morethani

hadinitiallyimagined,hegoestoworkbutcomes

backhomedrunkeveryday.Hedoesn’teatthefood

Icookbutatleasthecomeshomeeverynight

becauseam stillscaredafterwhathappened,it’slike

thepersonwhokilledmymotherwillcomeback

whilefatherisnothomeanddotomewhathedidto

mymother.SoIstayupandwaitforfathertocome

backeverynightandImakesurethatthedoorsare

locked.



WellthisyearIwassupposedtostartmysecond

yearatvarsitybutitseemslikeam notgoingthis

yearsincemyfatherhasn’tmentionedschool.Lisa

andeveryoneelsearepreparingtogobacktoschool

whileIwillremaininthisvillagedoingGodknows

what.IwishIknewmymothersfamilymaybethey

wouldhelpmewiththefundstogobacktoschool.I

alsowishIhadsiblingsthatIcantalktointimeslike

thesebutallIhavenowisadiarymymotherbought

formelastmonthafterIgotmyresultsthatIpassed

myfirstyear.Shewouldalwayssaythatshenever

gotthechancetostudyandfulfillherdreamsbut

shewantedmetostudyforthebothofusandeach

dream IachieveIwillbeachievingitforthebothof

us.

WhenIgotmyresultsshetookmetotownin

Mthathaandsheboughtmeanewdressandapair

ofjeansandtops.Sheaskedmetobuyussome

KFCwhileshegoesandlookforsomething,she

camebacklookingdifferentsomehow,Idon’tknow

likeshehasseensomethingorsomeoneshewas



notexpectingandwhenIaskedhershesaiditwas

nothingandtookoutthediaryandgaveittome.She

saiditwillbemyfriendwhentheonesIhaveturn

theirbacksonme,it’slikesheknewthatoneday

shewon’tbehere,thatonedaymyfriendwillthink

thatImurderedherandturntheirbacksonmeand

thatmyfatherwillonedaystoplookingatmewith

lovingandproudeyes.

NowIdon’tevenknowthelookhegivesme,some

wouldsayhehatesmebutIrefusetobelievethat

becausemyfatherlovesme,Am hisonlychildafter

all,justthatrightnowhisgrievingtheloveofhislife

anditwillpassandhewillsendmetoschoolandbe

thatlovingfatherIalwaysknewhim tobe.Whoam

kidding!HisgriefcantakemonthsandifIdon’tgo

backtoschoolintimethentherewillbenohopefor

me.Ohherehecomesnowsinginghisusualsong.

Sakhumzi:Asithandilevulalendlu!Kukwam apha

usithathaphiisibindisotixandingekho?(Asithandile

openthishouse!Thisismyhousewheredidgetthe

gutstolockmyhousewithoutme?)



Asithandile:Comeinfatherthedoorisopen.

Hecameinwalkinglikeadrunkpigifpigsgetdrunk

butwhatmattersisthathewasn’twalkingstraight.

Sakhumzi:Ndiphakelendilambile(dishupforme

am hungry)

Okaythisisnew,myfatherhasn’teatenmyfoodfor

thewholemonth.MaybeIspoketoosoon,maybe

hisstartingtoacceptthatmotherisnotcoming

back.

Asithandile:Ndizofudumezaukutya(Iwillwarm up

thefood)

Sakhumzi:Whatdidyoucook?

Asithandile:Itsthemeatfrom yesterdayandrice.

Sakhumzi:Sowenaubulalaumfaziwam

obendiphekelaukutyaokufreshyonkeimihla

wogqibawenaundiphakeleumbeko?(soyoukillmy

wifewhocookedformefreshfoodeverydayand

afterthatyouwanttogivemeleftovers?)

Thisreallyhurtme,howcouldmyfathersaythatto



me?Drunkornotthatwasuncalledfor.

Asithandile:Iwillmakesomethingforyou

Sakhumzi:Atthistime?Andwhenam Isupposedto

eatthatfood?

Asithandile:IwillbequickfatherIpromise.

IwenttolookforsomethingtocookwhenIfelta

stingonmybackandIturnedonlytobemetby

anotherandthefistsfollowed.Myfatherwas

beatingmeup,somethinghisneverdonebefore,

what’sworseisthatheusing(intonga)astickbut

notjustaanystickbutathickone,thatplushisfists.

Icoveredmyface,hayikewandihambangentonga

umqololo,ndizamileubalekakodwandakhubeka

ndawawandifikangentongaendibhuqawakudinwa

wandikhabaimbamboezinesisu.Ndizamile

kaphindeuphakamandadendakwazindaphuma

ndabaleka(thenhebeatmeupmercilesslywiththe

stickonmyback,ItriedtorunbutItrippedandfell

andhecameandcontinuedtobeatme,whenhegot

tiredhestartedkickingmeonmystomachandrib



cage.ItriedtogetupandIfinallymanagedtoand

gotoutandran)

Mindyouit’sdarkoutandIhavenowheretorun,no

friendstoruntoorrelatives.SoIrantotheforest

andIfoundaspotinthemiddleoftallbigtreesand

asatdowntocatchmybreathandexaminemy

wounds.Isatandlistenedjusttobesurethatthere

arenowildanimalshere,butheardthatIwasnotfar

from theriversoItriedtositbutitprovedtobe

difficultsincemywholebodywassore.Ifinally

managedtofindacomfortablesidetositonandI

rested.Idon’tknowhowandwhenbutIfellasleep.

WhileAsithandilewassleepinghermothervisited

heragain‘Asithandile!’Shecalledouttoher

‘mother!’Sheansweredalreadycrying‘Yesbabyam

here’Asithandilecriedandhermotherembracedher

‘it’sokaybaby!Everythingwillbeokay’shesaid

tryingtocomforther‘hebeatmeupMother’she

saidandcontinuedtocry‘Iknowbabyplease



forgivehim andforgiveme’shesaidmovingaway

from her‘Mamasundishiya!Ndiyakudingamama,

utatautshintshileuhambakwakhokumenzeomnye

umntunje.NdiyakucelasundishiyaMagaba

ndiyakucela’shebeggedherbutsheleft.(mother

don’tleaveme!Ineedyoumother,fatherhas

changedyourpassinghasmadehim anotherperson

Idon’tknow.Am beggingyouMagabadon’tleave

me.)

Shewokeupandlookedaroundbutshewasstillin

theforest,shethoughtofgoinghomebutwasafraid

herfathermightbeatherupagainsoshedecidedto

sleepthereandgobackhomeinthemorning.

Staytuned...
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MbuzeniPOV:

Afterthatdaymotherhasnotbeenherself,itseems

likeherhealthisdeterioratingfastandbythelooks

ofthingsIwilllosehersoonerthanIhadanticipate.

Nowam preparingtogohomeasshecalledme

sayingshehassomethingimportanttodiscusswith

meandIhopethatsheisfinallygoingtotellmethe

truth.Idon’thateorresentmymotherfornottelling

methetruth,Iknowthatshemusthavehadher

reasonsbutthepersonIwillneverforgiveis

Nobuntu.DeadornotIwillneverforgiveher,her

absenceputmotherthroughhellovertheyearsand

asachilditwasn’teasyseeingmotherlikethat.She

missedhersomuchthatshewouldcallmebyher

namesometimes,thenrightaftershewould

apologizeandthewholedayshewouldbesad.

Itriedtoaskherthereasonwhyshedoesn’tcome

hometoseeherbutshenevertoldmeandIjust

thoughtthattheyhadamotherdaughter



disagreementofsomesort.ButwhatInever

understoodwaswhydidn’tshereachouttoherand

whywasNobuntusoangryathermotherthatshe

wouldstayawayforsolong.Imeanbecauseasfar

asIremember,ineversawNobuntuhomenoteven

oncebutIknewherthroughmymother.

Am toomuchinmyheadthesedaysthatIforget

everythingelseandnowIalmostmissedtheoff

rampam supposedtotakegoinghome.Thisneeds

tostopbecauseIwillputotherpeopleindanger.

Iarrivehomeanddroveintoouryardandsheis

sittingunderherfavoritepeachtree.Iwonderhow

oldthatthingisbecauseforaslongasIcan

rememberthiswomanlikedsittinghere,Iaskedher

onedaywhyshelikessittingheresomuchandher

answerwasitmakesherfeelconnectedtoher

daughter.ThisNobuntupersonhasbeenapartof

mylifesomuchbutindirectly.

Mbuzeni:GreetingsMother

Nosakhele:Greetingsson,howareyou?



Mbuzeni:Am wellmotherjustworryaboutyou.

Nosakhele:Kantiungazikhathazingam mntanam,

mnandibuphilileubom ndazenzanezinto

endandifunaukuzenzangokundilungelenantonina.

(don’tworryaboutmemychild,IhavelivedlifeandI

havedoneallthatIwantedtodoandnowam ready

foranything)

Mbuzeni:Suthethakanjalokalokuntomb’enkulu

yhiningathisowufunaukundishiyanje.(don’ttalk

likethatoldlady,likeyouwanttoleaveme)

Nosakhele:Hayisendisitshonjemntanam (noam

justsayingmychild)

Mbuzeni:Okaymother.Youcalledme,whatseems

tobetheproblem?

Nosakhele:Thereisnoproblem childIjustwanted

totellyouthetruthnowthatNobuntuisnolonger

here.

Mbuzeni:Whattruthisthatmother.

Nosakhele:Thetruthaboutyourmother,Idon’twant

todiehereaswellwithouttellingyouthetruth.



Mbuzeni:ThenTellmemother.

Nosakhele:Wellchild27yearsagoNobuntuleft

homeafterherfatherdied,Ididn’thavemoneyto

sendhertoschoolsoshewenttoMthathatofinda

jobsothatshecantakecareofthebothofus.She

wasgonefortwoyearsbutsentmoneytomeevery

monthjustlikeshe’sbeendoing.Shecameback

onedaywithaoneyearoldchild,you.

Mbuzeni:Soit’struethatyouarenotmymotherbut

mygrandmother.

Nosakhele:Yeschildit’strue.(Mbuzeninodded)so

whenshecamebackIsatwithherdowntofindout

who’schildthatwasbecauseIhadmadeher

promisebeforesheleftthatshewilltakecareof

herselfsoIneededtoknowwhatwentwrong.

Mbuzeni:AndWhatdidshetellyou?

Nosakhele:Shetoldmethatlifewasnoteasyforher

whenshegottoMthathaandthatshelivedonthe

streetsuntilamanfoundher,yourfatherandtook

careofher.Shesaidtheywerehappytogetherand

thatshehadevenfoundajob.



Mbuzeni:Idon’tunderstand,iftheyweresohappy

whyisitthatIneversawhim andwhyisitthatthey

neverraisedme?

Nosakhele:Letmefinishchildmaybeafteryouwill

havetheanswerstoyourquestionswhateverthey

maybe.Shesaidthingschangedaftershefoundout

thatyourfatherwasmarriedwithtwodaughters.

Mbuzeni:Howdidshefindout?Andyoumeantotell

meshedidn’tknowthathewasmarriedafterbeing

togetherforthatlong?

Nosakhele:WellthewifewenttoMthathatovisitthe

husbandwithherdaughtersanddidn’ttellthe

husbandthatishowshefoundout.Shesaidwhile

theyweretogetherhewouldgoforaboutaweekon

businesstripsbutwhenthewifeappearedsheput

twoandtwotogetherandrealizedthathewasgoing

tohiswife.Shelefthim andtookyouwithher,

accordingtoheryouwere6monthsoldthen,she

continuedworkingandmetherhusbandSakhumzi

monthslaterandhewantedtomarryherbutshe

couldn’tbringyouwithbecauseofhisfamilysoshe

cameandgaveyoutometoraise.Shetoldme



nevertotellyouthatshewasyourmotherbecause

shedidn’twantyoutofeelabandonedandsoIdid

astold.Sakhumzi’speoplecamethatweekendand

bridepricewaspaidandyourmotherleftandnever

camebackhome.Butsheshepromisedthatshe

andSakhumziwillsendmoneyforyoueverymother

whichtheydiduntilshepassedaway.

Mbuzeni:SoWhoismyfather?

Nosakhele:ThatIdon’tknowchild

Mbuzeni:How?

Nosakhele:Sherefusedtotellme,theonlythingshe

toldmewasthathegaveyouthenameBukhosiuntil

shechangedit.

Mbuzeni:Whydidshechangeitandwhydidshe

givemethenameMbuzenilikeam somelostchild.

Nosakhele:Iaskedherthesamequestionandher

answerwasthatifanyonewantedtoknowwhoyou

areandwhereyouroriginistheyshouldfindyour

fatherandaskhim.Shealsosaidshechangedyour

nameaftersheleftyourfathersothathedoesn’t

findyou.



Mbuzeni:Am sorrytosaythismotherbutyour

daughterwasselfish,howcouldshehidemefrom

myfatherbychangingmynamethenabandoning

meherewithyou?Notevenoncedidshevisit,notas

amotherorevenasisterjustlikeIknewhertobe.

Why?Didmyfatherhurtherthatmuchthatshe

decidedtotakeitoutonme?

Nosakhele:SonIdon’tknowwhatreallyhappened

betweenyourparents,allIknowiswhatIwastold

andnowtellingyou.

Mbuzeni:Howam Isupposedtofindmyfatherin

MthathawhenIdon’tevenhaveanameforhim?

Nosakhele:Idon’tknowchildIreallydon’t.

Mbuzeni:Mamaintombiyakhoindenzendangathi

ndingumchwanjeongaziwayonobangowaphi.

Ibuhlunguintoandenzeyonaandandisoze

ndimxolele.(motheryourdaughtermadelooklikeI

wasabandoned,someoneorsomethingthatnoone

knewwhereitbelongedto.Whatshedidtomeis

painfulandIwillneverforgiveherforthat)



Nosakhele:Goandgetsomeairthencomebackand

wecanfinishthistalk.

Istoodupandwalkedoutthegatetoclearmyhead.

IwenttotheoneplaceIknewIwouldn’tbe

disturbed.Theriver.
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MbuzeniPOV

IsatbytheriverjustprocessingeverythingthatI

havebeentoldandyesIblameNobuntufor

everythingbutmyfatheraswell.HeknewthatI

existedbutheneverdidanythingtofindme.God

whatkindofparentsdidyougiveme?Ialsodidn’t

haveiteasywhenIgottoMthatha,Ileftthisplace

withonlyabagofclothesandmyqualification.I

alsoonlyhadR500inmypockedthatmamagave



me,nothingmore.WhenIgotthereIfoundasmall

room torentwhichcostmethatexactR500amonth

andIhadtomakesureIfoundajobbeforethe

monthended.Iwouldwakeupeverydayinthe

morningandcomebacklateintheeveninggoing

aroundsubmittingCVs.

Thiswentonforexactly28dayswithnofoodtoeat

becauseIhadnomoneyforfood,Isurvivedon

garbagethatIwouldtakewhilenoonewaslooking.I

wouldpretendthatIwasthrowingsomethinginthe

binwhilecheckingifthereisanythingicantaketo

eat.Ididn’twanttocomebackhomebecauseI

didn’tevenhavethetransportmoneytotravelback

butItoldmyselfthatIwillnotturnintosomething

am notjusttosurvivebecauseIwasn’traisedlike

that.Onday28!Ididn’tgoanywherebecauseIhad

gonetoeverycompanyIcouldfindinMthatha.This

dayIdidn’tgoanywherebecauseIwastiredand

handnoenergytobewalkingaroundtownsinceI

hadn’teatenin2days.



Igotacallfrom thelandlineofthehouseIwas

stayinginsinceIdidn’thaveaphoneandIasked

them ifIcouldputtheirnumberonmyCV.Alittlegirl

cameandcalledmesayingsomeoneisaskingfor

meonthephoneandIwentandanswered.Thatis

whenIwastoldthattheyhaveajobformebutthe

onlyjobtheyhadwasoneofacompanydriveratthe

momentandifIwanteditIcanhaveit.Iagreed

becauseIhadnochoice,Ididknowhowtodrivebut

Ididn’thavealicense.SothatnightIstayedup

prayingthatIgetthejobwhenIgettherethe

followingday.Isleptintheearlyhoursofthe

morningandwokeupgotcleanedandwent.

UponarrivalIwasaskedformylicensesothata

copyofitcanbemadebutbeforeIcouldanswera

ladythatwasdressedsoniceandformalaskedif

thedriverhadarrivedbecauseshewasrunninglate.

Theladywhoaskedforalicensepointedatmeand

sheaskedmetofollowherandIdid,that’showI

startedworkingforthecompany.Iwasneverinthe

officelongenoughfortheHRladytoaskmefora



diverslicenseandIthankedGodforthat.Igotpaid

attheendofthemonthbutthatmoneydidn’tmatter

reallybecausewhereverwewentrichpeoplewould

seemestandingnexttothecarandaskmetohelp

them withbagandpetsandIneversaidno.

TheywouldalwaysgivemoneylikeR50,R100and

themostigotwasR200.Thiswentoneveryday,I

boughtmyselffood,toiletriesandclotheswiththat

money.BytheendofthemonthIwaslooking

presentableandIhadbookedadateformydriving

test.ThedaycameandIpassed.AfterthatIwent

myselftotheHRladyandtoldherthatIcameto

giveacopyofmydrivingcertificateandIwas

waitingforthecardwhichIwillbringtohertomake

acopywhenIgetit.WhichIdid,2yearslatera

positionopenedandtheHRladyaskedmetoapply

sinceshehasseenthatIhavethequalificationsfor

thejobandIdidandgotit.

Ihavebeenworkingforthecompanysincethen.



EventhoughIhaveneverseenmybossbecause

theysaythatheisinEuropeopeninganewbranch

thereandtheladyIwasdrivingaroundNondumiso

ishisdaughterandIhadthoughtshewastheboss

herselfthewaypeoplerunaroundwhentheyseeher.

NowIfindoutthatam aproductoftwopeoplewho

werenevermeanttobeparents.IwonderwhoI

wrongedinmypastlifetodeservethis.Letmego

backtomothertoheartherestofthisfairytalelifeof

mine.Iwalkedbacktothehouseandsheisstill

sittingtheredrinkingtea,shamemypoormother

seemsworried.

Mbuzeni:Mamandibuyile(motheram back)

Nosakhele:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Mbuzeni:MuchcalmerthanIwhenIleft.

Nosakhele:Readytoheartherestofthestory?

Mbuzeni:YesMotherIam.

Nosakhele:Wellyouhave3sistersoutthere.

Mbuzeni:YesIknowthatmyfatherhasother

children.



Nosakhele:Yesbutyourmotherhasadaughteras

well,yoursisterAsithandile,nowIhavenevermet

anyofthem notevenAsithandile.Asyouknowthat

yourmotherneversetfoothereaftersheleft.

Mbuzeni:SoWhatam Isupposedtodoaboutthis?

Nosakhele:FindAsithandileandbuildarelationship

withheratleastIknowthatSakhumziisfrom

Encokovillagesoifyougothereandaskyoumight

findher.

Mbuzeni:Idon’tthinkIcandothatmotherandam

surethatshedoesn’tknowaboutusandIdon’twant

todisruptherlifelikethat.

Nosakhele:Youhavetochild.

Mbuzeni:NoifthisSakhumziguywanthertohavea

relationshipwithushewillbringherhere.

Nosakhele:Iknowyoujustsayingthatbecauseyou

angrybutwhenyoucalm downpleasethinkaboutit.

Motherthinksthisiseasyforme,wellit’snotand

am notabouttogolookingforsomeonewho



doesn’twanttoknowus.Shewashappygettingthe

loveofourmotheraloneandnowthatshe’sdead

am supposedtogofindher?Idon’tthinkso

becausehermotherneverthoughtoffindingme,in

factsheleftandneverlookedbackandam doing

thesame!Lookingforwardandmovinginfrom this.

Like,shareandcomment.
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Encokovillage

AsithandilePOV

It’sbeenaweekandeversincethatfaithfulday,my

fatherhasn’tletmyoldwoundshealashecontinues

tobeatme,everydayafterworkwhenhecomes



homedrunkasusualam hispunchingbag.Ifthisis

griefthenIhaveneverseenanythinglikeit,Ihave

heardpeoplebeforesayinggriefcandestroyyoubut

noneofthem mentionedthatitcanalsobeinaform

ofabuseandtorture.Ndimhlophengebalaso

ngowuzicingelainobandinjaniumzimbalo

yimivumbayentonga.Umzimbaudumbilekodwa

andibonakalikubandihlelindizityebele.(am light

skinnedsoyoucanimaginehowmybodylookswith

allthebruises.Mybodyisswollenbutyouwon’t

noticebecauseam afullfiguredkindofperson)

AtthistimeofthedaywhenthatmanisatworkIget

achancetowashmybodyinwarm waterwithalittle

bitofsaltandmothersoils,thisalwaysmakesme

feelbetter.Am indonebathingandnowam resting

inbed,myeyesgotheavyandIfellasleep.While

Asithandilewassleepinghermothercametoher

andsangherthelullabysheusedtosingherwhile

shewaslittle(ndilubonileusanaoluhleolondlwe

nguninangebele!Ncancisaumntwanamdlezane,

azothintelaekliniki!Mamaubonileumntwanaomhle



intombikamamauAsi!Ncancisaumntwana

mdlezaneazothintelaekliniki!)shesangforheras

shebrushedherback.Asshewasdoingthatthe

painandbruisesonherbackdisappearedandthe

painvanished.Shethenleftheragain.

Iwokeupfeelingmuchbetterandnowitwastimeto

cookforthemanofthehouseandtrynottomake

anymistakesthistimewithanythingbecausereally

mybodycan’ttakeitanymore.Istoodupandwent

tolookforsomethingtocook.

Lisa:HeyAsi

WellthisistheonepersonIdidn’texpectbutIwill

actcool.

Asithandile:HeyLisa

Wellshe’snotgettingmorethanthatfrom me

besidesshecamehereafterignoringmeallthis

timesoshewillsaywhatshewants.

Lisa:Iwantedtoaskifyouaregoingtoschoolthis

year?



Asithandile:WhatdoyouthinkLisa?

Canonepersonbesostupidpeoplehayi.

Lisa:Wellweareleavingnextweekso..

Asithandile:SoWhat?

Lisa:Iwaswonderingifwecangotogether

Asithandile:WhatexactlydoyouwantLisa?

Lisa:Nothingreally

Asithandile:Okaythenyoucanleave.

Lisa:Youdon’thavetoberudeAsithandileam just

tryingtobenicetoyouandyoumakingitdifficult.

Asithandile:WhoaskedyoutobenicetomeLisa

andwhynow?

Lisa:MymotherforcedmetocomeherewhichI

didn’twanttodobecauseyouaremakingitdifficult

forpeopletobelievethatyoudidn’tmurderyour

mother!(sheshouted)

Asithandile:Isthatso?Tellmewhatmakesyou



thinkthatIwouldmurdermyownmotherLisa?

Lisa:Becausefirstyoualwayscomplainedabouther,

thenwhenIwantedtoaccompanyyoutocomehere

andgetyourjerseyyourefusedandthenextthing

yourmotherisdeadandyouconvenientlyfindher?

Comeon!

Asithandile:ThenifIwereyouIwouldn’tbehanging

aroundamurdererbecauseIdon’tknowwhatshe

mightdo.

Lisa:Isthatathreat?

Asithandile:GetoutLisa,leaveandneverlookback!

Lisa:Withpleasure!AndIwishyourfatherbeatsyou

todeathoneday.(shesaidasshewalkedout)

Nowit’sfinal!Am allaloneintheworld,whatI

alwaysfearedishappening.IalwaysnewthatLisa

thoughtthatIdiditbutIconvincedmyselfthatshe

knewmebetterthananyonetoeventhinkthat.But

ohboywasIwrong,sheevenhadthegutstosayit

tomyfaceandevenwishdeathuponme.ButI



forgiveherandeveryonejustlikemymother

suggested.

Mbuzeni:

SinceIlefthomeandheardthetruthaboutmy

parentsIhavenotbeenmyself.Igoarounddrinking

everydayafterwork,whichisnewformeBecause

tomedrinkingwasonlyanoccasionalthingbutnow

itseemstobetheonlythingthatmakesmeforget

howpatheticIreallyam.Andtonightam visitingthe

hottestclubintown,nobarformetonightandI

needtogetmyselfawoman,Ihavebeensinglefor

quitesometimetryingtofindmyfeetandIbelieve

thatIam rightwhereIwantedtobeinlife.

MotherhasbeencallingmeeversinceIlefthome

andIam avoidinghercallsbecausesheisgoingto

tellmeaboutmysocalledsisterwhileam outhere

tryingtoforgeteverythingtodowithNobuntu.But

afterthealcoholhasleftmybodyeverythingcomes



backwhichiswhyIbecamearegulardrinkernow.I

wanttoknowmysisterbelievemeIdobutam afraid

ofrejection,whenyouhavebeenrejectedasmuch

asIhaveinlifeyouwouldalsobeskepticalabout

meetingnewpeople.IwishthatonedayIcanget

overmyfearsandgofindherandyesIknowher,not

knowherlikethatbutIsawherthedayshewaswith

NobuntuwhenIfollowedherafterIsawherhere.

Timeformetogoandunwind.Tryandforgetallthat

fornow.Finishedupandwentouttomycarand

drovetotheplace,itseemsliketheplacerichpeople

hangoutinbuttodayam joiningthem.Letthenight

begin.Wentinandwentstraighttothebarand

ordered6shootersanddownedtheninmatterof

minutes.Damntheseshootersaredoingnothing,

insteadtheybroughtbackallthethingsthatIcame

heretoforget.

Voice:Youlooklikeyouarecarryingtheweightof

theworldonyourshoulders.(Ilookupandam met

byabeautifulwomanbutshelooksolderthanme

andIdon’tdoolderwomenbutIneedthedistraction



rightnow)

Mbuzeni:YouhavenoideaandIthoughtthe

shooterswillmakemeforget.

Voice:Iknowexactlywhatyoumeanhey,thename

isZodwabythewayNtobizodwa

Mbuzeni:NicetomeetyouZodwaam Mbuzeni.

Zodwa:IunderstandthemeaningofthenamebutI

wouldliketomeetyourmotherandaskherwhyshe

namedyouthat.

Mbuzeni:YouAndmeboth

Zodwa:Whatdoyoumean?

Mbuzeni:She’sdeadandthefunnypartisthatI

nevermether.

Zodwa:Thatwouldhavebeenbetterformethanan

absentfatherwhoisneversmilingandforever

working.

Mbuzeni:Ithinkweneedtodrinktoourmessedup

lives.



Zodwa:Youright!Nico!(thebartender)

Nice:Yesman

Zodwa:Bringisabottleofwhiskey,twoglassesand

abowlwithice.

Nico:Rightawaymam (heleft)

Mbuzeni:Whydoeshecallyoumam withsomuch

respect.

Zodwa:That’sBecauseheworksforme

Mbuzeni:Youownthebar?

Zodwa:NomyfatherownsitandIjustmanageit.

Mbuzeni:That’snice.

Zodwa:YeahIguess,butIwouldhavepreferred

havingmyfatheraroundthanabar.Butwecan’t

haveeverythingwewantnowcanwe?

Mbuzeni:Nope!

Theycontinueddrinkingandtalkingabouttheir

depressinglives.



Like,commentandshare.

MerryChristmaseveryone.
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AsithandilePOV:

3monthslater

Imustsaythatmylifehasbeenhellthesepast3

months,mysituationisstillthesameandIdidn’tgo

toschool.Nowam avillagersmostgossipedabout

girlwhokilledhermother,everywhereIgopeople

aretalkingaboutme.Icouldbeattheriverdoing

washingandpeoplewouldcomeandstarta



conversationonhowyoucanneverknowaperson

theysay‘umntuyinkosiuzazi’meaningyoucan

neverreallyknowapersonasmuchastheyknow

themselves.Theywouldsaytheywatchedmegrow

intoawomanrightinfrontofthem buttheydon’t

knowatwhichpointdidIturnintoamurder.This

usedtohurtbackwhenthewoundswerestillfresh

butlet’sfaceitwhensomethinghappenseveryday

itbecomesanorm forapersonandyougetusedto

it.

Youcan’tbelievethatIevengotusedtomyfather’s

beatingsaswellbynow,notsayingthatitdoesn’t

hurtanymorewhenhebeatsmeno.Believemeit

hurtslikenobody’sbusinessbutasIsaideverything

thathappenstoyoueverydaybecomesanorm.It

becomessomethingyouexpecttohappeneveryday

anditdoes.IevenmadethatplaceIfoundinthe

forestthatdaymyspotandIalwaysruntherewhenI

getbeatenupsoIcanhavetimetolickmywounds.

Am sureeventhebirds,insectsandeveryanimal

thatlivesthereknowmebynamerightnow.AtfirstI



wouldcryfordaysbutnowIturnedmypaininto

somethingthatcanhelpothers.BythatImeanI

write,Iusemydiarytowriteeverythingthathappens

tomeandhowitmakesmefeel.

Imustsaywritinghelpstoacertainextentbutitonly

healsmyinternalwoundsnotmyexternalonesfor

thoseneedremediesandairtoheal.Ijusttakecare

oftheonesthattakethelongestoftimetohealasI

don’twantthem todefinemeandmakemea

Brokenandresentfulperson.Istillwanttobewhole

whenImeetmyhusbandonedayandIwanttobe

themothermykidsdeserve,notonethatisgoingto

takealltheangerandpainuntothem.Iknowam

dreamingrightnowbutheyhopeisthelastthingto

goandam notwillingtoloseityetbecauseIbelieve

Ihavealottolivefor.Butdon’taskmewhat

becauseIalsodon’tknowbutIwillfindoutifalive

longenough.

Iwenttomyfathersfamilytoreportthekindoflife



am livingandaskedfortheirassistanceinsending

mebacktoschoolandguesswhattheysaid.My

auntsaidandIquote‘mybrotherisdoingverywell

dealingwithamurderer’yepthat’swhatIgot,soI

didn’twaittohearanymoreIjustleftandaccepted

thatthisismyfaith.SomethingthatIaloneis

supposedtogetthroughnooneelse.TheBiblesays

andIquote‘intlunguzakalokunjeazinakufaniswa

nobuqaqawuliobusezakutyhilwa’meaningthe

strugglesoftodaycannotbecomparedtothe

greatnessthatisyettoberevealed.

Sakhumzi:Ndandithenikuwengalencwadi?(what

didIsaytoyouaboutthatbook)Ireallydidn’texpect

myfathertoreturnthisearly.

Asithandile:Yousaidthatyouneverwanttoseeit

again(Isaidlookingdownwaitingforthemotherof

allclaps)

Sakhumzi:Sowhyam Iseeingitnow?

Asithandile:Am sorryfatheritwillnothappenagain

andIwillgoputitawaynow.(Istooduptogoput

thediaryawaybutIdidn’tmakeittotheroom asI



feltthehardestandmostpainfulfisthitthebackof

myneckandIwentdownandlightsout)

MthunziwascomingtoSakhumziforavisitwhen

seesawhim hitAsithandilewithhisfistattheback

oftheneck.Hewatchedherfallandjustsatdown

lookingathernotmovingfrom thefloor.

Mthunzi:Bafowenzeni?(brotherwhathaveyou

done?)

Sakhumzi:Discipliningmychild

Mthunzi:Idon’twanttotellyouhowtodiscipline

yourchildbutIdon’tthinkthisisit.Lookather

brothershe’snotmoving.

Sakhumzi:Ifshediesthatwouldbethebestthing

thateverhappenedtomeinmonths.

Mthunzi:Howcanyousaythataboutachildyou

raised!(shoutedgoingtoAsithandiletofeelher

pulseanditwastherebutweak)

Sakhumzi:Sheismine!Ibroughthertothisworld

andIcantakeherout!



Mthunzi:YouknowIthoughtthisthingofyou

beatingthischildwasbecauseofthealcoholyou

drinkbutnowIseethatthealcoholhasnothingto

dowithit.Youresentthischild!

Sakhumzi:AsIsaidifshediesitwillbeablessing

forme.

Mthunzi:Onedayyouwillneedthischildandshe

won’tbetheretohelpyou.

Sakhumzi:Iwillneverneedthisthinginmylife.

Mthunzi:Ohyouwillmarkmywords.

MthunzitookAsithandileandleftwithhertohis

house.Zodwawasonthephonewithherfather,she

istheonedaughterthatdoesn’tgettotravelupand

downtovisitherfatherandtheonlytravelingshe

doesisgoingtovisithermotherinMatatiele.Her

sisteristheonethatisalwaystraveling.

Convo:

Zodwa:UnjaniTyhopho?(howareyouTyhopho)



Nkosibuthe:Ndiyaphilantombikatata,unjaniwena.

(am okaydaddy’sgirlandhowareyou?)

Zodwa:Am welljustmissyou.

Nkosibuthe:Imissyoutoobabygirl

Zodwa:Dadam notagirlanymoream agrown

woman.

Nkosibuthe:Okaygrownwoman!Howisthe

business?

Zodwa:Businessisdoingwell,Iactuallymet

someonewholooksexactlylikeyouafewmonths

back.(Nkosibuthe’sheartstartedbeatingfastas

thethoughtofmeetinghissonagaincrossedhis

mind)

Nkosibuthe:Wheredidyouseehim andwhatishis

name?

Zodwa:Ohhewashereattheclubandfrom a

distanceIthoughtitwasyoubecauseofthe

structureandposturebutwhenIgotcloserIsawa

youngerversionofyousoIhadtotalktohim.

Nkosibuthe:OkayThatissomething!Sowhatdidhe



sayhisnamewas?

Zodwa:Mbuzeni,whydoyouhaveasonwedon’t

knowabout?

Nkosibuthe:hahahno!Looksinceyoumissme,how

aboutIcomehomeforafewdays.

Zodwa:Iwouldappreciatethatfather.

Nkosibuthe:Okaythenseeyouin2daysandtake

careofyourself.

Zodwa:Can’twait.

Theydroppedthecallandnkosibuthecouldn’tstop

thinkingaboutthefactthatwhoeverhisdaughter

metmightbehislonglostsonBukhosibutthename

threwhim off.Buthewasmorethandeterminedto

findouthimselfwhothispersonwas.
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ENCOKOVillage

AsithandilewasstilloutforthecountwithMthunzi’s

wifetakingcareofher.Shewasn’thappyaboutit

butasthesubmissivewifethatsheis,sheisdoingit

becauseherhusbandtoldherto.Shehasmixed

feelingsaboutAsithandile’ssituation,shefeelssorry

forherforhowshelosthermotherandhowher

fatheristreatingher.Butalsodoesn’tlikethefact

thatherhusbandcaresforher,makesherjealousas

amotheronherdaughter’sbehalf.

Mthunzi:Ukhathazwayintoninankosikaziyakuthi?

(whatisbotheringyoumydearwife?)

Lisa’smother:Ijustdon’tgetwhyyoucaresomuch

aboutthischild.

Mthunzi:Butyouknowthischild’ssituationandher

motherwasyourfriend.Whatchanged?

Lisa’smother:Idon’tknowbuthowyoucareabout

herislikesheisyourownbiologicaldaughter.

Mthunzi:Don’tbesillynowwomanam justhelping



thechildthatyoualsoshouldbehelping.What

happenedto‘umntwanaukhuliswayilali’thatachild

israisedbyavillage.

Lisa’smother:Ittakesavillagetoraiseachildnot

theotherwayaround.

Mthunzi:ifyouknowitthenwhydon’tyoupractice

that.

Lisa’smother:Am helpingheram Inot?Butit’sbeen

twodaysandstillhasn’twokenupandherfather

doesn’tevencometocheckonher.

Mthunzi:Youcan’tbelievewhathesaid.

Lisa’smother:Whatdidhesay?

Mthunzi:Thatifsheweretodieitwouldbethebest

dayofhislife.

Lisa’smother:Yhooikhohlakelelandoda(yhoothat

maniscruel)

Mthunzi:Iknow.

WhiletheyweretalkingSakhumziwasinhishouse



notfazedatallbywhatwashappeningtohis

daughter.Hewenttothekitchenandonthefloor

laysthediaryheaskedAsithandiletotoputaway.

Hetookitandreaditandfeltthepainhisdaughter

feltwhenwritingthatbuthedidn’tfeelbadenough

towanttostopthewayhewastreatingher.Hestill

hatesherforthefactthatshekilledhiswifeandwill

neverforgiveherforthat.Tohim shetookafriend

andacompanion.Nowhewasalonebecauseofher

andhecan’tjustforgetaboutthat.

Nkosibuthewasattheairport,hejustlandedhome

after5yearsofbeinggoneandherprincessthe

olderdaughterNcebakaziwaspickinghim up.He

couldn’twaittogetstartedonthesearchforwho

everitwasthathisdaughtersaw.Hewantedtobe

certainthathewasnothissonandifnothewillgo

backoverseasandneversetfootinSouthAfrica.He

resentedhiswifefornotgivingboysandmoresofor

costinghim hisoneandonlyson.Heloveshis

daughtersbutalsowantedtobeafathertohisson

aswell.



Ncebakazi:Tatam!(daddy)

Nkosibuthe:KodwaNcebakaziuyathandauzenza

ngathinguweomncincikodwanguweomdala.(but

Ncebakaziyoulikeactinglikeyoutheyoungest

whenyouareactuallytheoldest)

Ncebakazi:NdithinixauZodwaezenzamdalaHayi

tatandiyekendonwabe(whatam Isupposedtodo

whenZodwaactsliketheoldest?Letmebehappy)

Nkosibuthe:OkaynowletsgotomorrowIwantto

visittheclubtocheckonthingsthenthecompany.

Ncebakazi:Whatdon’tyoutrustmewiththe

company?

Nkosibuthe:IfIdidn’ttrustyouthenyouwouldn’tbe

occupyingthemanagingdirectorsseatsostop

beingdramatic.

Ncebakazi:Fineletsgo.

Nkosibuthe:Howwouldyoufeelabouthavinga

brother?

Ncebakazi:Pleasedon’ttellmethatyouhaveachild

withsomewhitewoman.Ican’thaveababybrother



atthisage.

Nkosibuthe:Dramakodwayeyantoni?(whatisthe

dramafor?)Idon’thaveawhitechildam justasking.

Ncebakazi:Ohokay

ThefollowingdayatthecompanyMbuzeniwasbusy

inameetingandafterhewasdonehewaspreparing

foranotherwhenhispersonalassistantcamein.

Assistant:MrPhilisoallheadsofdepartmentsare

requiredintheboardroom immediately.

Mbuzeni:Whatisgoingon?

Assistant:Apparentlytheownerofthecompanyis

hereandwantsareportonhoweachdepartmentis

performing.

Mbuzeni:OhalrightisMissNcebakazitheonewe

aremeeting?

Assistant:Nosirherfatheriswhoyouaremeeting

with.

Mbuzeni:AlrightthenIwillberightthere.



TheassistantleftandMbuzenipreparedallhisfiles

andgotreadytomeetwiththeboss.Whenhewas

donehewenttotheboardroom andmetupwith

otherdepartmentheadsthereandtensionswere

high.Everyoneworriedaboutmakingagood

impressiononthebosswhichmostofthem don’t

knowMbuzeniincluded.

Financehead:Heymanitwasnicemeetingand

workingwithyou.

Mbuzeni:Whyareyoutalkinglikeyouleavingthe

company.

Financehead:WhatcanIsaywhenthebigbossis

coming?Youneverknowwhatmighthappen.

Mbuzeni:Iknowbutdon’tjumpintoconclusions

man.

Financehead:Yeahyouright.

Thedoorstotheboardroom openedAndNkosibuthe

walkedinwalkingeversogracefullyaccompanied



byhisdaughterNcebakazi.Everyonewaslookingat

him witheachonefeelingintimidatedbyhisgrace

andpower.Hetookhisseatattheheadofthetable

andsodideveryoneelse.

Nkosibuthe:Am notgoingtotakemuchofyourtime,

Ijustwanta30minutereportonhowyour

departmentisdoing.WewillstartwithHR,then

Finance,Marketing,Operationsandfinallytraining

department.SoIwantyoutogetupinthatorderand

giveyourreport.(hesaidallthiswhilelookingathis

computerscreenupdatingthings)

TheHRheadstoodupandbriefedthebossonwhat

hasbeenhappeningwhatstrategiestheyhavein

placetoimprovethedepartmentandsoforth(he

stillwasn’tlookingatherbutinhisscreenupdating

thingsasshespoke.Hethankedherandshesat

down)

Financeheadalsostoodupandgavehisreport.He

hadquestionsforhim hereandtherebusyupdating

hismasterreportonthelaptop.Whenthemarketing

headstoodupandgreeted,thevoiceonlymadehim

lookupforthefirsttimesincehegotthere.



Hesawareplicaofhimselfstandingrightbefore

him withhisshouldersback,chestoutandchinup.

Theconfidencehehasremindedhim ofwhenhe

wasyoungandstartingoutinbusiness.Hegothot

andstartedsweating,hecouldn’tbreathproperlybut

noonenoticeduntilhefelloffhischair.Hisdaughter

Ncebakazirantohisaidandheldhisheadasshe

instructedforthepeopletocallanambulance.
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TheHospital

ThetwodaughtersNcebakaziandZodwawere

seatingoutsideinthewaitingroom,waitingtohear

newsabouttheirfather.Zodwawassittingtryingto

figureoutwhathadhappenedtoherfatherwhile

Ncebakaziwasbusyonherphone.UntilZodwa



broketheice.

Zodwa:Ncebakaziuthikwenzekentonikutata?

(Ncebakaziwhathappenedtofather?)

Ncebakazi:Andazinam ntasekhaya(Idon’tknow

sister)oneminutehewaslisteningtopresentations

andthenexthewasontheground.

Zodwa:Wastheresomethingthatwasnotrightthat

causedthis?

Ncebakazi:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Zodwa:ForonceNcebakazistopbeingdefensive,all

am askingisthatwashealrightinthemorningwhen

youpickedhim upandwaseverythingokayinthe

company.

Ncebakazi:Am sorryam justnervouslyaboutwhat

happened.Fatherisnotonetogetsickorfaintlike

thatandnotherewasnothinghewasokay.

Zodwa:AlrightthenIguesswewillhavetowaitfor

thedoctortotellus.

Ncebakazi:Whatistakingsolong?

Zodwa:Idon’tknow.Didyoucallmother?



Ncebakazi:Idon’twanttoworryherjustyet,I

wantedtohearwhatishappeningfirstbeforecalling

her.

Zodwa:YeahYourightthatwomancansure

overreact.

Thedoctorcametothem whiletheywerebusy

talkingandtheybothstoodup.

Zodwa:Whatiswrongwithmyfatherdoctor?

Doctor:WellMrNdamanesufferedapanicattack,it

canbemorelikeaheartattackbutslightlylessthan

that.

Ncebakazi:Ishealright?

Doctor:Yeshisfinenowandyoucangoinandsee

him.

Zodwa:Whatcauseditdoctor?

Doctor:Wellitcouldhavebeencausedbymany

thingsthatincludesshock.

Zodwa:WillIthappenoften?



Doctor:Noonlywhenheisshockedbysomething.

Ncebakazi:Okaydoctorthankyou.Mayweseehim

now?

Doctor:Ofcoursethisway.

ThedoctorledthewaytoNkosibuthe’swardandthe

daughterswentin.Theylookedattheirfatherwho

seemedveryfarinthoughtsandthatworriedZodwa

verymuch.Sheblamedherselfforaskingherfather

tocomebackandthinksthatifhestayedwherehe

wasnoneofthiswouldhavehappened.Theywent

closertohim andZodwasatonthevisitorchair

whileNcebakazisatonthebedbesidehim.They

bothtookhishandandheturnedandlookedatthem.

Helookedreallysad.

Ncebakazi:Howareyoufeelingdaddy?

Zodwa:Am sorryIaskedyoutocomeback,thisis

allmyfaultpleaseforgiveme.

Nkosibuthe:Thereisnothingtoforgivemydaughter,

thiswasgoingtohappensoonerorlater.



Ncebakazi:youhaven’tansweredmeyet,howare

youfeeling?

Nkosibuthe:Ohkanenewenauyabaxa!(ohyoulike

toexaggerate)am fineasyoucansee.

Zodwa:Mindtellinguswhatcausedthis?

Nkosibuthe:NibadalangokuAndlixeshalobaniyazi

inyani(youhavegrownnowandit’stimeyouknow

thetruth)

Ncebakazi:Uthenitatauyafa?(whatisgoingon

fatherareyougoingtodie?)

Zodwa:KhawumengongxamaNcebakazi,yinyani

yantonileyotata?(stopbeingforwardNcebakazi,

whattruthisthatfather)

Nosakhele:Wellrememberwhenyoucameto

Mthathawhenyouwereyoung?Ncebakaziwas8

andyouZodwawere5.

Ncebakazi:YesIrememberandtherewasanother

ladyherewithachildandmom toldusshewasyour

housekeeper.



Zodwa:Idon’tremembermuchaboutthat.

Nkosibuthe:WellThatwomanwasnotmy

housekeeperbutmymistress...

Ncebakazi:What?Youcheatedonmom?

Zodwa:IwouldliketohearthewholestorybeforeI

sayanything.

Ncebakazi:Howcanyoubesocoolaboutthis?He

cheatedonourmotherZodwa!

Zodwa:Iknowandam angrybelievemebutIwant

tohearwhatreallyhappened.

Ncebakazi:WOW justwow!

Nkosibuthe:Ndiyayaziiyothusalentokodwa(Iknow

thisisshocking)IwillnotapologizeforitbecauseI

alreadyapologizedtothepersonIhurtandwronged

whichisyourmothernotyou.

Ncebakazi:Sothatmeansyouitevensorryforwhat

youdid.

Zodwa:Ncebakaziwouldyoupleasekeepquietand



letfatherfinish.(shedidn’tsayanything)

Nkosibuthe:AsIwassaying,thatwomanwasmy

mistressandweweretogetherfortwoyearsbefore

youguyscamehere,andthatchildwasmyson

Bukhosi.

Zodwa:What?Youhaveachildwedon’tknowabout?

Ncebakazi:Whereishe?

Nkosibuthe:YesIhaveachildthatyoudon’tknow

about,Ididn’tknowwhereheisforyears.

Zodwa:Whatdoyoumean?

Nkosibuthe:Wellafterthatdaysheleftandtookmy

sonwith,shedidthatbecauseshewasangrythatI

didn’ttellherthatIwasmarried.

Ncebakazi:Goodshedidwellbystayingoutofour

livesandanotherwoman’shusband.

Zodwa:TatauMthathamncincikakhulukutheni

ungamkhangelanga?(fatherMthathaistoosmall

whydidn’tyoulookforher)

Nkosibuthe:IdidandIfoundherworkingatsome

restaurant.Itriedapologizingtoherbutshewouldn’t



haveitandshetoldmetogobacktomywifeand

kidsbecausetheyneededme.ItoldherthatIcan

takeherasmysecondwifeandalsobeabletoraise

mysonbutsherefusedsayingshesawthepainin

yourmother’seyesandthatshedidn’twantbadluck

followingherforcausinganotherwomantocry.

Zodwa:Shesoundslikeagoodwoman,she

sacrificedherselfandherchildforustohaveour

father.

Ncebakazi:Goodwomanmyfootsheshouldn’thave

gotteninvolvedwithourfatherinthefirstplace.

Zodwa:Didyouhearthepartwherefathersaidhe

didn’ttellheraboutusorhavingawife?

Ncebakazi:Itdoesn’tmatter!

Nkosibuthe:Wellletmefinish.Soafterafew

monthsshedisappearedandIdon’tknowwhereshe

went.Ilookedforherwithnoluck,Iguessshewent

homeandchangedmysonsnamesothatIwouldn’t

findherorhim.



Zodwa:OkayIunderstandbutwhatIwanttoknowit

whathappenedtoday?Wereyouthinkingofhim or

something?

Ncebakazi:Oryousawherandyouwantherback?

Nkosibuthe:Noneofthat.TodayIsawmysonfor

thefirsttimeinyears.

Zodwa:Wheredidyouseehim andhowdoyou

knowit’shim?

Nkosibuthe:HehasthesamebirthmarkthatIhave

onmywristandIsawhim atthecompany.

Ncebakazi:What?Whoishe?

Nkosibuthe:Idon’tknowthenamebutheisheadof

marketing.

Ncebakazi:What?Thatguywasmydriverformore

thantwoyearsandyoutellingmehismybrother?

Zodwa:WowSohefoundhiswaybackhome.

Ncebakazi:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?Thesonof

ahomewreckerisworkingforus!Whatifhecame

herewithahiddenagendathenwhat?



Zodwa:Doyoualwayshavetobenegativeabout

everything.

Nkosibuthe:EvenifhetookeverythingIwouldn’t

fighthim,hedeservesit,Ididn’traisehim butwhatI

knowisthathismothernevertoldhim aboutme.

Ncebakazi:Howcanyoubesure?

Nkosibuthe:Ifshechangedhisnameandkepthim

awayfrom mealltheseyearswhatmakesyouthink

shewilltellhim aboutmenow?

Zodwa:Idon’tthinkheknows.Whatisthenameof

theguyanyway?

Ncebakazi:Youmeanmydriver?

Zodwa:Yesyourdriverandbrother

Ncebakazi:mxm hisnameisMbuzeni

Zodwa:Noitcan’tbetheMbuzeniImetattheclub.

Ncebakazi:Whatareyoudatinghim?

Zodwa:Ncebakazi!(shereprimanded)am not

datinghim Ijustsawhim attheclubandwetalked.



Nkosibuthe:Whatdidyoutalkabout?

Zodwa:Idon’tremembereverythingbutIdo

rememberhim tellingmeaboutthefactthathis

motherlefthim withhisgrandmotherwhenhewas

young.

Nkosibuthe:Didhementionhismothersname?

Zodwa:YesNobuntuorsomethinglikethat.

Nkosibuthe:OhmyGod!Hismyson...

Like,commentandshareasmuchasyoucan.
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Attheclub

ZodwaAndNcebakaziwerehavingdrinksattheclub

aftercomingfrom seeingtheirfatheratthehospital.



Theclubwasfullofstudentswhowereinholiday,

theyalwayscomeherewhentheyarrivedinMthatha

aftertheschoolsclosed,mostofthem were

studyinginForthareuniversityinAlicedale.Both

ZodwaandNcebakaziwerelostintheirthoughts

thinkingaboutthiswholethingandtryingtoprocess

it.Zodwawasexcitedtohaveabrotherandifitthe

Mbuzenishemetshewasmorethanpleased,

becausesheandMbuzenigoalongjustfinewhen

theymet.Shewashoweverworriedabouthow

Mbuzeniwillreacttothenewssincehedidsaythat

heresentedboththepeoplewhobroughthim into

thisworldonlytodumphim withhisgrandmother.

Ncebakazi:Whatdoyouthinkmotherwillsaytothis?

Zodwa:Idon’tknowbutwhatIdoknowisthatshe

alwaysknewthisdaywillcomeandnowithas.

Ncebakazi:ButWhatFatherDidwasnotRight,I

cannotevenbegintoimaginehowourmotherfelt

whenshefoundout.Am reallyhurtandangryonher

behalf.

Zodwa:Don’tforgetthatsheistheonewhochoseto



staywithhim aftershefoundoutnooneforcedher.

Ncebakazi:Soshedidwrongbystayingandfighting

forhermarriage?

Zodwa:Allam sayingisthatshechosetodothat

andnooneelse.

Ncebakazi:youareunbelievablesometimes!Soyou

wantedtogrowupwithoutafather?

Zodwa:Whataboutourbrotherwhogrewupwithout

bothparents?

Ncebakazi:Hewouldn’thaveifhismotherknewhow

tocloseherlegs.

Zodwa:NowThatisjustbeingplainrude.

Ncebakazi:Whatevermanthiswholethingmakes

mesick.Letmecallmother.

Ncebakaziwentoutsideanddialedhermothers

numberandshepickedupaftertworings.

Nosiyamcela:Nana

Ncebakazi:Hellowmamaunjani?(hellomotherhow



areyou?)

Nosiyamcela:Ndiyaphilamantanam ndibulela

ukungcinwaunjaniwena?(am goodchildIthankthe

lordforkeepingme,howareyou?)

Ncebakazi:Am notwellmotherandIwouldlikeyou

tocometoMthathatomorrow.

Nosiyamcela:Whathappenedchild?

Ncebakazi:Dadsufferedapanicattackandhisin

hospitalaswespeak.

Nosiyamcela:Iwillbetherethisevening.

Ncebakazi:Thankyoumother.

Nosiyamcela:HismyhusbandafterallandIwillbe

therebeforedinner.

Ncebakazi:Alrightbye.

Nosiyamcela:Byebaby.

NcebakaziwentbackinsideandjoinedZodwaand

theycontinueddrinking.

Zodwa:Whatdidmothersay?



Ncebakazi:Ididn’ttellher,Ionlytoldherabout

fatherbeinginhospital.

Zodwa:And?

Ncebakazi:Shesaidshewillbeherebeforedinner.

Zodwa:Herecomesdrama.

Ncebakazi:Yaziwenaingathiasizalwakunyekodwa

nyani(youknowit’slikewearenotsistersreally)

Zodwa:Ican’targuewiththat.

WhiletheyweretalkingMbuzeniwalkedinand

Zodwasawhim whilehewasbeingsearchedbythe

bouncers.

Zodwa:OurbrotherishereandIaskthatwenotsay

anythingorcausedrama.Let’swaitfortheparentto

dealwiththis.

Ncebakazi:Fine!NowthatIlookathim,hedoeslook

liketheyoungerversionoffather.

Zodwa:Itoldyouhedoes.



Mbuzenigotinandwenttothebarandordereda

beerthenturnedaroundtofacethecrown.He

spottedZodwaatthefarendcomerandwavedat

herandshewavedbackwithasmileonherface.He

scannedthecrowdandhewasmetbyadark

beautifulslim woman,shewasacrosstheroom with

twoothersthatlookedlikeherfriends.Hespotted

whatsheisdrinkingandorderedmorethenwalked

toher.Shesawhim andwastakenbyhis

confidenceandhandsomeness,shesmiledwhen

shesawhim makinghiswaytoher.

Mbuzeni:Afternoonbeautifullady.

Lady:Afternoontoyoutoo.

Mbuzeni:Isawthatyourdrinkwasabouttofinish

andbroughtyouanotherone.

Lady:OhIthankyouMr.

Mbuzeni:MynameisMbuzeniandyoulovelylady?

Lady:Am LisakhanyaButmyfriendscallmeLisa.

Mbuzeni:BeautifulnamemydearLisa.

Lisa:OhIthankyoudearMbuzeni.



Mbuzeni:Mindifwegetourselvesatable?Thatisif

yourfriendswon’tmind.

Lisa:Sureandtheywon’tmindcausetheyarehere

withtheirboyfriends.

Mbuzeni:Areyou?

Lisa:Am IWhat?

Mbuzeni:Herewithyourboyfriend?Idon’twantto

steponpeoplestoes.

Lisa:NoIdon’thaveone.

Mbuzeni:Okaythen,letthesinglepeoplehang

together.(thesinglepartmadeLisablush)

Theywentandfoundthemselvesatableandsatand

orderedmoredrinks.

Mbuzeni:SoMissLisawhereareyoufrom?

Lisa:Wellam from EncokovillagehereinMthatha

butIstudyatforthareuniversityinAlice-dale.

Mbuzeni:Okaythendoyoulivewithyourparent

whenyouhere?



Lisa:Yeswhenam atthevillageIlivewithmyparent

buthereIcrushwithafriendforaweekuntilIgo

home.

Mbuzeni:Alrightthen.

Lisa:Whataboutyou?

Mbuzeni:Wellam from asmalltowncalledEugie,I

don’thaveparentsandIwasraisedbymy

grandmother.

Lisa:Sheraisedagoodman.Andhere?

Mbuzeni:Indeedshedid.Heream workingandIlive

alone.

Lisa:Nogirlfriend?

Mbuzeni:YoudidhearthepartwhereIsaidIwas

singleright?

Lisa:Yes

Mbuzeni:Thereisyouranswer(Lisasmiledthinking

abouthowgoodlookingMbuzeniis)

ZodwaandNcebakaziwerelookingatthem this



wholetime.Ncebakazikeptonshakingherheadin

disapproval,whileZodwawassmiling.

Zodwa:Yourbrotherissmoothwiththeladies.

Ncebakazi:Theappledoesn’tfallfarfrom thetree.

Zodwa:Whatdoesthatsupposetomean?

Ncebakazi:Thathetakesafterhischeatingfather.

Zodwa:Sonowit’shisfathernotyours?

Ncebakazi:HayindiyekeZodwa!Futhikufuneka

sihambesiyophekaumamauyeza.(Noleaveme

aloneZodwa!Andlet’sgoandcookMotheris

coming)

Zodwa:Ican’tsayam lookingforwardtothatbut

let’sgo.

ZodwaandNcebakaziwentoutanddrovehome.

Theygottheretookashowerandstartedcooking

whilesingingalongtothemusicthatwasplaying.

Aftertwohourstheyfinishedwithallthedishesthey

weremakingandsetthetableforthethreeofthem

sincetheirfatherwasstillinhospital.Itwasalready



eveningwhentheyfinished,theywenttotheirrooms

andchanged.ThedoorbellrangandZodwawentto

open.Whensheopenedtherestoodhermother.

Zodwa:Mother!Comeonin.

Nosiyamcela:Eveningbaby,yhooam sotired.

Zodwa:ButMotherthedrivefrom Matatieleto

Mthathaisnotthatlong,onlytwohours.

Nosiyamcela:Twohourstoolong,nowtakethebag

atgoingtoshowerbeforedinner.(theyfollowed

eachothertoherroom andZodwaleftherwhileshe

showeredandwenttothekitchenandputallthe

foodonthetable)

Ncebakazicamedownstairsandtookherseatand

Zodwadidthesame.Theirmotherjoinedthem after

afewminutesandtheydishedoutforthemselves.

Nosiyamcela:Howisyourfatherdoing?

Zodwa:Thedoctorsayshewillbefine.

Nosiyamcela:Whatcausedallthis?

Ncebakazi:Shockfrom meetinghisson.



Zodwa:Ncebakazi!(shereprimanded)

Nosiyamcela:HeWhat?

Ncebakazi:HemetthesonhemadewithNobuntu

aftercheatingonyou.

Nosiyamcela:Iwillnottakesuchdisrespectfrom

youNcebakazi!YoumightbegrownbutIam still

yourmother!(shestoodupandwentupstairstoher

room)

Nosiyamcela:OhBawoyintonilenangoku?

Bendicingalomfaziwaphumaempilwenizethu

ngokuubuyaseleezonikauNkosibutheintomna

endingazangendakwaziukumnikayona.(ohLord

Whatisthisnow?Ithoughtthiswomanwasoutof

yourlivesandnowshecomesbacktogive

NkosibuthewhatIcouldn’tgivehim)Iwilllose

Nkosibutheforeverthistime.Hewasneverhappy

withmeafterthatwomanleftwithhisonlyson,he

evenleftmeandwentoverseas.Nevercalledmenot

evenoncesinceheleft.Iwouldonlyhearfrom my

daughterhowhisdoingandevennowwhenhe



camebackmydaughtertoldmebecausehedoesn’t

talktome.Nowhiswomanandsonareback,only

Godknowswhathewilldo.ButwhateveritisIwill

protectmydaughtersinterestslikeIdidbefore.
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3DaysLater

Youseeasnakecanbeverymanipulativeand

attractiveattimesbutonlytothosewhohappento

liketheanimals.Nowasnakecantakemanyforms,

itcancomeinitsnormalform oritcancomeina

form ofaperson,manorwoman,youjustcan’ttrust

anyone.Asnakeisconnivingaswellandcan

presentthemostharmlessfrontwhileitplanson

howtoswallowyouwhole.ThatishowMrs

Ndamaneis.Wewillelaborateonthatmoreaswe

goon.Nosiyamcelaandherdaughterswenttothe



hospitalthedayaftershearrivedbutwhentheygot

theretheyweretoldthatMrNkosibutheNdamane

couldnotbeallowedvisitorssincethedoctorswill

bespendingthewholedaymonitoringhim before

theydischargehim thefollowingday.

NowNosiyamcelaknewthatherhusbandistheone

whoaskedthedoctorstosaythatsinceheknew

shewillbetherebutaskedthem toputitinaway

thatwillnotoffendthehisdaughters.Thishurther

deeplybecauseshethoughthewillbepleasedto

seeherafterbeinggoneforsomanyyearsbutit

wasclearthathestillresentedher.Sotoday

NcebakaziwasaskedtocallMbuzenitothehouse

andtellhim thatshehasamarketingstrategythat

shewantstodiscusswithhim.Theydidthis

becausetheywereafraidiftheytoldhim thetruthhe

mightnotwanttolistenandNkosibuthewastoldto

takeiteasyforafewdays.Sothiswastheonly

optiontheyhadsinceNkosibuthedidn’twanttowait

aminutelonger.



Mbuzenilefttheofficearoundlunchtimeasitisthe

timethatwassetbythebosstocome.Thiswasnot

unusualasNcebakaziwouldsometimesworkfrom

homeandSkypeorcallwhoevershewantsto

discusssomethingwithtocometothehouse.He

drovethereandwhenhegottothegatethesecurity

guardslethim in.Hedroveinandparkedhiscar

thenwentoutandwalkedtothedoorandknocked.

Thefamilywassittingintheloungealltogether

waitingforMbuzenitoarrivesothatlunchcanbe

served.Aknockcamethroughthedoorand

Ncebakaziwenttoopen.

Ncebakazi:Ohyouhere

Mbuzeni:Yesmam.

Ncebakazi:Pleasecomethrough(Mbuzeniwent

andgreetedeveryone.Hewasabitshockedtosee

Zodwatherebutheldhimself)

Zodwa:Am sureyoumustbewonderingwhatam

doingherehuh?

Mbuzeni:YesIactuallyam.



Zodwa:Wellthisismyhomeandyourbossladyis

myeldersister,thisismymotherandmyfather.

Mbuzeni:Apleasuretomeetyouall.

Nosiyamcelalookedatherhusbandtosay

somethingbuthedidn’t,hehadhiseyesgluedon

Mbuzenianditmadehim uncomfortable.

Nosiyamceladecidedtobreaktheice.

Nosiyamcela:Whydon’tweallmovetothedining

arealunchisready.

Mbuzeni:Nothankmam,Ihavetogobacktowork.

Zodwa:Noyourbossesarehereandtheyare

invitingyoutohavelunch.

Mbuzeni:ThankyouandIwouldlovetojoinyou.

TheyallmovedtothetableandNkosibuthesat

oppositeMbuzeniandnotathisseatattheheadof

thetable.ThisalsogotNosiyamcelapissedbutheld

herselfsinceshewasstilltryingtowinherhusband

overandshedidn’twanttomakeanymistakes.

Zodwa:Mbuzenithereisareasonyouwerecalled



heretoday.

Mbuzeni:Yestodiscussamarketingstrategywith

MissNdamane.

Zodwa:NothatisnotitandIwillletfatherexplain.

(Mbuzenigotnervousthinkingthatthebigboss

maybedidn’tlikehispresentationorheblameshim

forhiscollapseandhisgoingtofirehim)

Nkosibutheclearedhisthroat.

Nkosibuthe:FirstbeforeIexplainmyselfIwouldlike

youtotellmeaboutyourself.BythatImeanyour

mother,father,siblingsandallthat.(Mbuzeniwas

confusedabitbythisasitwasunexpectedbuthe

answeredanyway)

Mbuzeni:Wellsir..

Nkosibuthe:Pleasecallmefather,Imeanyoucan

callmeanythingbutsir.

Mbuzeni:SirwillbefinewithmeasIdonotwantto

offendanyonebycallingyoufather.Youaremy

bossafterall(thismadeNkosibutheproudinstead



ofbeingdisappointed)

Nkosibuthe:Thatfinebyme.

Mbuzeni:WellasIwassaying,Idon’tknowmy

parentsinfactInevermetanyofthem.Ionlyfound

outaboutmybiologicalmotherafewweeksago,at

firstIknewherasmysisteronlytofindoutsheis

mymother.

Nkosibuthe:Howcanyouhavenotmetherthenif

youknewherasyoursister?

Mbuzeni:WellsheleftmewhenIwasjustayearold

withmygrandmotherandneverreturnedandIonly

sawphotosofherandmygrandmotherwouldtell

methatsheismysisterNobuntu.

Nkosibuthe:Whydidshekeepitfrom you?

Mbuzeni:Shewasfollowingmymother’sordersand

onlytoldmenowbecauseshediedandshewasn’t

eventoldaboutit.Soshedidn’tattendthefuneral.

Nkosibuthe:Whataboutyourfather?

Mbuzeni:WellIneverknewhim either,Iwastoldthat



mymotherwouldn’trevealhisidentityeventomy

grandmotherandsaidshechangedmynamefora

reason.

Nkosibuthe:AndWhatwasherreason.

Mbuzeni:Thatifanyonewantedtoknowwhomy

fatheristheywillhavetofindhim firstandaskhim

whyIwasnotwithhim.

Nkosibuthe:Am sososorryson(hewasnowa

teary)

Mbuzeni:Noneedtobesorrysir,Ibelieveallthat

hashappenedmademeabetterandstrongerman.

Nkosibuthe:Iam yourfathersonandInamedyou

Bukhosiand...

Mbuzeni:Waitwhat?Pleaserepeatyourself.

Ncebakazi:Whatisitthatyoudidn’thearreally?

Mbuzeni:Withallduerespectmam Iam nottalking

toyoubuttoyourfatherorwhoeverthismanisandI

wouldappreciateitifyoukeptquiet.



Ncebakazi:Iam stillyourboss!

Mbuzeni:Iunderstandthatperfectlybutthisisnot

theofficeandyouhavenorighttospeaktomelike

that.

Ncebakazi:Ican..(herfathercuthershort)

Nkosibuthe:Enough!!Ncebakazijustshutupor

leaveus!(Ncebakaziwasshockedthatherfather

yelledatherbecausehehasneverdonethatbefore)

Nkosibuthe:YouaremysonBukhosi,lookatthis

mark(heshowedhim themarkonhiswristand

Mbuzenilookedatit)Ihavethesame.Nobuntuwas

mywomanandwelovedeachotherbutInevertold

herIwasmarriedandafteryouwerebornmywife

foundoutandsheleft.

Mbuzeni:Enough!Idon’twanttohearanymoreand

youarenotmyfather.Afatherisnotsomeonewho

donatesasperm andleave.Youarewealthyandif

youwantedtoyouwouldhavefoundmebutyou

didn’t.Sodon’tcomehereclaimingmetobeyour

son,youhavedaughtersandawife,focusonthat

andleavemealone.Allofyou.



Hestormedoutandleft.Hewassoangryattheman

whocalledhimselfhisfather.

Staytuned...
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Ndamaneresident

NosiyamcelawentoutsideafterMbuzenileftand

Nkosibuthewenttohisroom whilethedaughters

clearedthetable.Noonesaidawordafterheleft,

Nkosibuthewasmorethanheartbrokenbythis

wholethingandheblamedhiswifeforit.Ncebakazi

washappythathedecidedtodistancehimself

becauseshewasn’tinterestedinbuildinga

relationshipwithhim anyway.Shethoughtofways



shecanusetofirehim from workbecausethere

wasnowayshewasgoingtoworkwithhim again.

ZodwafeltsorryforMbuzeni,sheheardfirsthand

howMbuzenifeltbecauseherfatherhasbeen

distanteverysincecanremember.Hegottoo

occupiedwithworkthathedidn’thavetimeforhis

wifeandchildren.

Sheknewwhatiswasliketofeellikeyourfather

wasabsenteventhoughhewasthere,shewondered

howmuchmorewhenyoudon’tevenknowhim.She

likedMbuzeniandtheyconnectedverywelltheother

day,histheonlypersonshefeelsconnectedwithin

thefamily.Nosiyamcelawasoutsideandmadea

calltoanoldfriendofhers.Itrangandhepickedup

onthethirdring.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:Kutheniungandixelelangaukubalenja

ifelwenguninakwayeikhangelauyise(whydidn’t



youtellmethatthisdogsmotherdiedandthathis

lookingforhisfather?)

Friend:Molonawendiyaphilaakhontondiyathemba

naweuyaphila.(hellotoyoutoo,am finethanksand

Ihopeyouarewelltoo)

Nosiyamcela:SakhumziIdon’thavetimetoplay

gameshere.

Sakhumzi:Thatdogasyoucallhim isgrownnow

andcandowhateverhewantsto.Asforthedeathof

mywifeit’snoneofyourbusiness.

Nosiyamcela:Ifthingsgosoutham takingyoudown

withme.

Sakhumzi:WhatareyougoingtosayIdidreally?

BecauseItookanopportunitypresentedtomeandI

gotthewomanIalwayswantedandyoudecidedto

sendmemoneyeverymonthtosendtohim sothat

hestaysawaysowhatmoredidIdohuh?

Nosiyamcela:YouwillregretthisSakhumzibecause

ifmyhusbandfindsoutIdidthisIwilllosehim and

youwillloseyourmealticket.



Sakhumzi:Idon’tcarereallybecauseIlostthe

personIcaredaboutsotakecareMrsNdamane.

(hedroppedthecallleavingNosiyamcelaangry)

Shewentbackinsideandupthestairstotheirroom.

ShegotinandNkosibuthewassittingonthebed

lookingsad.

Nosiyamcela:Hewillcomearounddear,hisjust

angryandshockedrightnow.Givehim time.

Nkosibuthe:Thisisallyourfaultwoman.

Nosiyamcela:HowisitmyfaultNkosibuthe?How

longareyougoingtoblamemeforsomethingI

didn’tdo?

Nkosibuthe:Mfazindiniikhonaintoowayithetheyo

kuNobuntueyabangelaahambenomntwanawam.

KhonawawuzofunantonieMthathakodwa

ndandisandobuyaekhaya?(Womanthereis

somethingyousaidtoNobuntuthatdaythatmade

herupandleavewithmyson.Andwhatwereyou

doinginMthathabecauseIhadjustcamebackfrom

seeingyou?)



Nosiyamcela:ThechildrenmissedyouandImissed

you.Doweneedanappointmenttoseeyounow,

Nkosibutheyoucheatedonmeandhadachildwith

anotherwomanbutyoudon’tcareaboutthatallyou

careaboutisherandyourson.

Nkosibuthe:Youtheonewhocameherewithout

beinginvitedwhatdidyouthinkyouweregoingto

find?Youcamelookingandyoufoundwhatyou

werelookingforandcostmemysonintheprocess.

Oneyoucouldn’tgivemebecauseyoudecidedwena

onyourowntotieyourcubeswithoutmyknowledge

andnowwhenIseekforthatwhichyoudeniedme

youwanttocrywolf?

Nosiyamcela:Am sorryNkosibuthebutIwasn’t

goingtohavemorechildrenwithsomeonewhowas

neverthere.

Nkosibuthe:Iwasworkingforyouandyourchildren

womansinceyourselfishnesscostmemyfathers

chieftaincy.

Nosiyamcela:Soyouwantedmetogiveyouason



sothatndizobamgumfaziweKumkaniohlala

ezilalini?Wenabekufaneleubauyandibongangoba

unentoyonkenamhlanjengenxayesasigqibo

ndasenzayo.(Icanbeawifeofachiefthatstaysin

theruralareas?Youaresupposedtothankme

becauseyouhaveeverythingbecauseofthe

decisionImade)

Nkosibuthe:Nosiyamcelamyfatherdiedabroken

manbecauseIcouldn’ttakeoverfrom him,his

chieftaincywenttohiscousinbecauseofyou,the

samecousinwhodestroyedeverythingmyfather

workedfor.YesIhaveeverythingbecausemyfather

taughtmetoworkhardbutyoustillliveintherural

areasandyoudon’thaveahusband.

Nosiyamcela:Howcanyousaythattome

Nkosibuthe?

Nkosibuthe:Phumaaphamfazindiniuyangxola(get

outofherewomanyoumakingnoise)

Encokovillage:



Asithandilewasokayagainandforthepast3days

herfatherdidn’tbeatherandshethoughtthathe

hadchangedafternearlykillingher.Shewas

relievedbythisbecauseatleastforthepast3days

shesleptwellandwithnopain.Sakhumzicame

homedrunklatethateveningandthatscared

Asithandileabit.

Sakhumzi:Asithandilepleasetellmesomething.

Asithandile:Whatisitfather?

Sakhumzi:Wakwenzaniunyokoforubaumbulale

olwahlobo?(whatdidyourmotherdotoyouforyou

tokillherthatway?)

Asithandile:FatherIpromiseyouIdidn’tkillmother,I

foundherthatway,pleasebelieveme.

Sakhumzi:Sousazimiseleuxokanangoku(soyou

wanttocontinuetolieevennow)

Asithandile:Andixokitatandiyakuthembisandicela

undikholwetatam (am nottellingliesfatherI

promiseyoupleasebelievemefather)

Sakhumzi:Okay(hestoodupasifhewasgoing



outsideandAsithandileletoutasighofrelief.Butit

wasn’tlongtillhernosemetupwithSakhumzi’sfist

andshebledimmediatelywiththebloodmessing

herdress)

Sakhumzi:Youthinkyouwillcontinuetoleave

peacefullywhilemywifeisrottingawayinthegrave?

Asithandile:Fatheram sorrypleaseforgivemeam

sorry(shewascryingandhercrieswerefueling

Sakhumzi)

Hewasbeatingherupmorethanwhathehasever

donebefore,hisfistsweredoinganumberonher

faceandhiswhipwasdrawingartonherbody.She

couldn’tevenseeproperlybecauseofalltheblood

ofherfaceandoneeyewasclosedbecauseitwas

swollen.

ThiswentonforalongtimeandAsithandilewas

losingstrength.Mthunzicameinrunningashesaw

thiswhilepassinggoingtohishouse.Sakhumzihad

draggedAsithandileoutsideandwasbeatingherto

apulp,Mthunzigottohim andtookthewhipfrom



him.

Mthunzi:Bafouyambulalalomntwanayintoni

kangaka!(botheryouwillkillthischild!Whatisit

withyou?Heshoutedandhewasveryangry)

Sakhumzi:Wenaukhathazwayintoningobaowakho

umntwanaakangombulali?(whatisbotheringyou

herebecauseyourchildisnotamurderer?)

Mthunzi:Ngowam naloAndandizukubukela

umhlukumezaoluhlobo!(thisoneisminetooandI

willnotwatchyouabuseherlikethis)

Sakhumzi:Ungamthathinjengobaubausahlala

aphanam ndizombulalangezandla(whydon’tyou

takeher?BecauseshestaysherewithmeIwillkill

herwithmybarehands)

Whilethesetwoweregoingbackandforthwitheach

otherAsithandilegotstrengthtostandupandslowly

madeherwaytoherspotintheforest.Asshe

walkedshekeptonwipingthebloodonherface

withherdressandhands.Oneeyewasopenforher

toseethewaywhiletheotherwascompletely



swollenandclosed.Shegottoherspotandkneeled

downandprayed.

Asithandile:FatherlordJesus,fatherIthankyoufor

yetanotherday,todayIcouldhavediedinthehands

ofmyfatherbutyousaidnoandIthankyouforthat.

FatherIcomebeforeyouwithnothinginhandbut

myheart,fatheryoupromisednevertoleavemeand

youpromisednevertoforsakemebuttobehonest

withyounowIam givinguphope.YesIknowyou

willnevergiveoneaburdentheycan’tcarrybutmy

burdenseemsheavierthananyoneelse’s.FatherI

am sufferingatthehandsoftheonewhobrought

metothisworldandIhavenooneonmyside.

Pleasedonotforsakemeaswell,Ibegofyou.Iask

thatyoutakeawaythehatredinmyfathersheart

andmakehim seethatwhathisdoingisdestroying

meandhim.Iaskthatyourevealthetruthsothat

mynamecanbecleared.Iaskthisinthenameof

thefather,thesonandHolySpiritamen.

Shesatdownafterthatandcried.Shewasdeeply

hurtbutkeptsayingthesewordsoverandoveragain.



Intlunguzakalokunjeazinakufaniswanobuqaqwuli

obusezakutyhilwa.(today’spainandhardships

cannotbecomparedtothegreatnessthatisyetto

berevealed)

Like,commentandshare.
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Encokovillage

Griefisaverydangerousthingespeciallytothose

whorefusetoacceptwhathappenedandmoveon.

Movingondoesn’tmeanforgettingtheoneyoulost

butitmeanstocontinuelivingandkeepingthem in

yourheart.Sakhumzilethisgriefconsumehim toa

pointthathesawhisowndaughterasanenemy.He

wassocloudedbygriefthathelostsightofthefact

thatAsithandilewashurtingtoo,heforgotthatshe



alsolostsomeonesheloved.Whilehisdaughter

wasoutthereinthewoodshewasinthewarm

comfortofhishomeenjoyingawarm mealcooked

bytheverysamepersonhebeatup.Itwascoldthis

eveningandAsithandilewasinmorepainthanshe

hadeverfeltbeforeandthecoldwasn’tdoingher

anyjustice.Shecouldn’tsleepsoshewalkedaround

lookingforatreewithbigenoughleavestouseas

blankets.

Shefounditbutitwasdifficulttogettoothersas

theywereabithigherupinthetreeandshehadto

climbthetreetogettothem.Butshecouldn’t

becauseofallthepainshewasin,shetookthose

shecouldn’tgetherhandsonandwentbacktoher

spotandlaidthem nicelyandlaiddowncarefulnot

tohurtherself.Itwastoocoldandshecouldn’t

sleep,soshedecidedtohum toherself.Shewas

hummingthetuneshermotherusedtohum when

cookingorcleaning,thatbroughtasmiletoherface

asshethoughtabouthermotherandallthetimes

theyspenttogether.Shedidn’tknowwhenshefell



asleepbutshewaswokenupbyanoisecomingher

directionandshesatupandlistened.

Dogswerebarkinggettingcloserandcloserand

soundsofpeopletalking.Shethoughtthatsomeone

mighthavelostacowofgoatorsomethingandthey

werelookingforit.Avoicespokesoundingcloserto

whereshewas.‘khangelaninangaphayamakwedi

akanawubaukude!’Lookontheothersideboyshe

can’tbefar.ThemanstoodoverAsithandileand

lookedatherwhilehewasexaminingherwithhis

flashlightinhand,hesawthebloodonherdressand

calledouttotheboy.

Man:Yizaningaphamakwedininankulombulali!

(comethissideboyshereisthemurderer!Heyelled

totheboys)

Asithandile:Uxolotatauthethanam?(am sorry

fatherareyoutalkingtome?)

Man:Uphambenexaundijongilendizalaababuli

kakade?(youcrazywhenyoulookatmedoIlook

likeIFathermurderers?)



Asithandile:Uxolotatakodwaandiyaziuthetha

ngantoni.(sorryfatherbutIdon’tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout)

Man:Futsekmansundibizangoyihloemveni

kokubulalaowakho!(pissoff!Don’tcallmefather

afteryoukilledyourown!)

Shewascryingatthispointbecauseshedoesn’t

knowwhatthisoldmanistalkingaboutandher

fathercan’tbedeadaftershelefthim athome.

Asithandile:Mntomdalandiyakuthembisaandiyazi

uthethangantonindicelaundikholwe.(myelderI

promiseyouIdon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

pleasebelieveme)theboyswerealreadythereby

nowcarryingstickssurroundingherandshewas

kneeling.

Man:Xaungambulalangaufunantoniapha?(ifyou

didn’tkillhim thenwhatareyoudoinghere?)

Asithandile:Tatandizeaphakubandizimelautata

wam ebendibethandabalekelakulendawo.(fatherI

cameherebecauseIwashidingfrom myfather,he



wasbeatingmeandIcametohidehere)

Man:Ukubaawumbulalangaligazilantoni

elisempahleniyakho?(ifyoudidn’tkillhim then

who’sbloodisonyourclothes)

Asithandile:Ndiyakuthembisatataandibulalanga

mntumnaligazilam eli(IpromiseyoufatherIdidn’t

killanyoneandthisismyblood)

Man:Uyaxokalo!Makwedinithathanielintshintsho

legqwirhaNilisekomkhululiyoziphendulela!(sheis

tellinglies!Boystakethislittlewitchtothechiefs

placetoanswerforhersins)

Theboysdraggedher,kickingandscreaming.They

werebeatingherupwiththestickstheywere

carrying.

Asithandile:Ohbawondenzenikangaka?Kuqala

bendibethwangutataendityholangokubulala

umamangokundityholwangokubulalayena.

Ndenzenibawongobaandiyazikwenzekantoni,

utataebengandiphathangakakuhlekodwa

bendimthanda.Ebengumzaliwam umntu



wokugqibelaendiselenayeemhlabeni.Ohbawo

umoyawam wonakele,umphefumlowam utyumkile,

intoyam ngamagcwaba.(OhlordwhathaveIdone

sobad?FirstIwasbeatenbymyfatheraccusingme

ofkillingmyownmother,nowam beingaccusedof

killinghim.WhathaveIdonelordbecauseIdon’t

knowwhatishappening,myfatherdidn’ttreatme

wellbutIlovedhim,hewasmyfatherandtheonly

personIhaveleft.Ohlordmyheartisbrokenandmy

spiritisbothered,myplaceinthegrave.)sheletout

anexcruciatingcryandtheboysdraggedhertothe

chiefsplace.

Alotofpeoplewerefollowingbehindbusymaking

remarksabouthowcruelsheandhowthey

understoodthatshewasabusedbutthatwasnota

goodenoughreasonforhertokillherfather.She

hearditallbutnowshewasquietandhasaccepted

whateverfaithshehastoface.Herbodywassore

from firstthebeatingshegotfrom herfatherand

nowfrom themobofpeoplebeatingherup

accompanyinghertothechiefsplace.Shelookedup



intheskyandsaidalittleprayer,‘Nkosiukuba

yindlelayakhoyakundindululakulomhlabale

ndiyayamkelandinoxoloentliziyweningoba

ndibuphilileubom ebekufanelendibuphilile.Mama

uzundikhawuleleMagabakwayendibaxolelabonke

abandivisekabuhlungu.(lordifthisisyourwayof

takingmefrom thisworldthenIacceptitwithpeace

inmyheartbecauseIhavelivesthelifeIwas

supposedtolive.Motherpleasecomeforme

Magaba.Ialsoforgiveallthosewhowrongedme

andhurtme)

Aftershesaidamenshefainted.

ThisisshortIknowbutitwasthemostdifficult

insertformetowritebecauseIhadtoputmyselfin

hershoesandImustsaythattheyarequiteheavy

andnoteasytowalkingin.

Like,commentandshare.
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3dayslater

Asithandilehasbeenoutofitforthepast3days,the

peoplethatbroughtherlefthertherewhenshe

didn’twakeup.Thechiefaskedthepeoplewho

workedtheretotakecareofher.Thefollowingday

Lisa’sfatherwenttothechiefsplacetoexplainwhat

happenedearlierandassuredthechiefthat

Asithandilecouldn’thavebeentheonewhokilled

herfatherjudgingbythestateshewasinwhenher

fatherbeather.Heeventoldthem thattheyhadan

argumentwithSakhumziandwhenherealizedafter

awhilewhenhewantedtotakeherwithshewas

gone.HealsoaskedthathebegivenAsithandileand



hiswifewilltakecareofherbutthechiefrefused.

Asithandilewokeupinbedandscannedher

surroundingsonlytofindoutshedidn’tknowthe

place.Aboycameintheroom andsawthatshewas

awakeandwentouttocalltheelders.Awoman

cameinanditwasthechiefswifeNokonwaba.

Nokonwaba:Hey!Howareyoufeeling?

Asithandile:Am Okaymahthankyou.

Nokonwaba:Am sureyoumusthavealotof

questions.

Asithandile:YesButcanIaskthem?

Nokonwaba:Ofcourseyoucan.

Asithandile:HowlonghaveIbeenhere?

Nokonwaba:Youmeanhowlonghaveyoubeenout?

3daysandyourwoundsarehealingwell.

Asithandile:IpromiseIdidn’tkillhim mahplease

believeIdidn’t,allIdidwasranawayafterhebeat

meupandIalwaysdidthatwhenhebeatmeandI



wouldsleepintheforestandgohomethefollowing

daywhenIknowhisleftforwork.

Nokonwaba:Weknowallthatbabydon’tworry.

Asithandile:Pleasemahdon’tletthem beatme

againIreallydidn’tdoitIswearonmymother’s

graveIdidn’tdoit.

Nokonwaba:Asithandilecalm downbabyandlisten

tome.LookIknowyoudidn’tdoit,Mthunziwas

hereandhetolduswhathappenedandfrom what

hesaidandwhatyouhavesaidit’sclearthatyoudid

doitandwebelieveyou.

Asithandile:Reallymah?(shewascryingbecause

thisisthefirsttimesomeonebelievedherwhenshe

saidsomething)

Nokonwaba:YesbabyIbelieveyou,nowyoumust

behungrybutbeforethatIwillasksomeonetobring

youwatertobathandachangeofclothesthenyou

caneat.

Asithandile:Thankyoumah.CanIaskyou



somethingelse?

Nokonwaba:Yes

Asithandile:Howdidmyfatherdie?

Nokonwaba:Ohchildyoudon’tneedtoknowthat.

Asithandile:Idomahpleasetellme.

Nokonwaba:Hediedthesamewayyourmotherdid.

Asithandile:Sothatmeansthesamepersonwho

killedmymotherkilledhim.

Nokonwaba:itseemsthatwayYes.

Asithandile:Didmyauntscome?

Nokonwaba:Yestheycameandthefuneralwillbe

thisweekendbuttheyaskedthatyounotattendthe

funeral.

Asithandile:ItisWellmah,Iwilldoastheywish.

Nokonwaba:NowgetupandIwillgoasksomeone

tobringyoubathingwater.

Asithandile:MahthankyouforeverythingandI



guessnowIwillhavetogotothefarmstolookfor

worksothatIcanbeabletosupportmyself.

Nokonwaba:Don’tworryIwilllookforsomethingfor

youtodohereandyoudon’thavetogotothefarms.

Asithandile:ThankyousomuchmahandI

appreciateeverythingyouaredoingforme.

Nokonwaba:It’sapleasure.

Nokonwabaleftandwenttoaskoneoftheworkers

totakebathingwatertoAsithandileandachangeof

clothes.AsithandilewasleftthankingGodthatshe

wasnotpunishedasmuchasshehadalreadybeen

punished.Shealsothankgodthattheybelievedher

butwassadthatshecouldn’tattendherfathers

funeral.

Mthatha:

MbuzeniandLisawereoutonadate,theyhavebeen

seeingeachothersincethatdayandthingswere



goingwellforthem.Hehasn’tspokentoanyofthe

Ndamanepeoplesincethedayheleftthem andhe

didn’twantanythingtodowiththem.Theygottothe

restaurantandMbuzeniopenedthedoorforher,she

gotoutandhelockedthecarandtheywentinside.

Theyaskedforatablefortwoandthewaitertook

them andtooktheirorderfordrinks.

Mbuzeni:Whenareyougoinghomebabe?

Lisa:Am stillenjoyingmytimewithyou.

Mbuzeni:Iknowthatbutyouhavetogohomethis

weekendyourparentswillthinksomething

happenedtoyouifyoudon’tgohomeforholidays.

Lisa:OkayfineIwillgo

Mbuzeni:GoodandIwillalsogoseemymother.

Lisa:YougoingtoEugiethisweekend?

Mbuzeni:Yesit’sbeenawhilesinceIlastsawmy

motherandIhavealottotellher.

Lisa:Okaythen.



Theirdrinksandstarterscameandtheyenjoyed

them overlightconversationwhenNkosibuthegotin

andwentstraighttotheirtable.

Nkosibuthe:Afternoon.

Lisa:Afternoon.

Nkosibuthe:Iwanttotalktoyouandam notleaving

heretillIdo.

Mbuzeni:Am busyatthemomentcanyoudothis

someothertime?

Nkosibuthe:Nowedoitnow,youngladywillyou

excuseusplease.

Mbuzeni:Shecan’tgoshecamewithmeandIhave

totakeherhome.

Nkosibuthe:Mydriverisoutsideandwilltakeher

homebutyouarenotleavinguntilwetalk.

Mbuzeni:BabeIwillseeyoulaterOkay,youcantake

yourfoodastakeaway.

Lisa:Alrightthen.



LisawenttogethertakeawaywhileNkosibuthe

madeacalltohisdrivertotakeLisahome.

Mbuzeni:Idon’tappreciatewhatyoujustdid.

Nkosibuthe:it’snotidealIknowbutIcannotlose

youtwiceBukhosi,wehavetofixthis.

Mbuzeni:Didyoupaydamagesforme?

Nkosibuthe:No

Mbuzeni:Thenyouhadnorighttonamemesodon’t

evercallmeBukhosiagain.

Nkosibuthe:IfyouwantmetopaydamagesforyouI

candothatevennowbutam notlosingyou.

Mbuzeni:DoyouknowthatNdolukandinguGaba

ngobaowam utatabendingazinobangumni?(do

youknowthatIwasinitiatedasaGababecauseI

didn’tknowwhatmyfathersclannamewas?)

Nkosibuthe:Itwassupposedtobethatwaybecause

ubungumntanawentombi(youwerebornoutof

wedlock)

Mbuzeni:YouareRightIwas,Doyouknowhow

muchIsufferedwhenIgotherelookingforajob?I



wentonfor28dayseatingfrom rubbishbins

becauseIhadnomoneyforfood.IonlyhadR500in

mypocketwhichIusedtogetaroom torentwhileI

lookforajob.

Nkosibuthe:Ididn’tknowallthatandam sorryI

wasn’tthereforyouduringyourtimeofneedbutam

herenow.

Mbuzeni:YesyouareButofwhatuseareyoutome

whenIcantakecareofmyself?

Nkosibuthe:MbuzeniIhatethisname..

Mbuzeni:Dealwithit.

Nkosibuthe:Tellmewhattodotohaveyouinmylife.

Mbuzeni:Nothingatall.

Nkosibuthe:Pleasegiveusachancetogettoknow

eachother,IknowIwasnotthereandIknowIwas

carelessfornotgoingwithyourmothertoherhome

topaydamages,maybeifIhaddonethatIwould

havefoundyouwhensheleftbutididn’t.She

changedyournamewhichmadeitmoredifficultfor



metofindyou.Iknowallthismightsoundlike

excusesforyoubutit’sthetruth,mytruthandwould

liketohaveyoubymysideplease.

Mbuzeni:Whataboutyourfamilybecauseyourwife

andelderdaughterdon’tlikemealready.

Nkosibuthe:Ncebakazihasalwaysbeenspoiltand...

Mbuzeni:HowIwishIwasher

Nkosibuthe:Butdon’tworryabouthershewillcome

aroundandasformywifeshehasnochoicebutto

acceptyou.

Mbuzeni:Youcan’tforcepeopletoacceptme.

Nkosibuthe:OhyesIcan,youaremysonandyou

haveeveryrighttobeinthecompany,mylifeand

everythingthathastodowithme.

Mbuzeni:Youwillfirsthavetogohometomy

motherandpaydamagesformeandyouwillrepay

herforalltheyearssheraisedmewithouthelp.

Nkosibuthe:IsaidIwilldoanythingtohaveyouin

mylifeandifthatiswhatyouwantIwilldoit.

Mbuzeni:Iam goinghomethisweekendandIwant



youtherewithyourpeopletodotherightthingandI

wantinkomokamamaizeihambangamanqina(and

Iwantalivingcowformymother)

Nkosibuthe:Consideritdone.Whendoyouleave?

Mbuzeni:TomorrowAfternoon.

Nkosibuthe:Hereismycardsentmethedirections

andIwillseeyouthere.

Mbuzenitookthecardandputitinhispocketand

lefttherestaurant.
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NkosibuthewenttoMbuzeni’shomeanddidallthat

hehadtodotogethissonback.ThatdayMbuzeni

foundoutthathisfatherisroyaltyandthathehadto

beintroducedtohisancestorsproperty.Aweeklater

hewasintroducedtohisancestorsastheprinceof

thelandandhisgrandmotherwastherebyhisside

thiswholetime.Butnoteveryonewashappyabout

thiswholething,Ncebakaziandhermother

Nosiyamcelawerebitterduringthewholeceremony.

ButNkosibuthetoldthem straightthatiftheydare

causeanydrama,hewilldealwiththem accordingly

andthathewillcutthem bothoffandgive

everythingtoMbuzeniandZodwa.Sotheybehaved

becauseweknowthatNcebakaziwouldnever

survivewithouttravelingandwearingdesigner

clothesandNosiyamcela,wellshestayedthislong

inalovelessmarriagewhatmakeyouthinkshe

wouldwanttolosethatnow.

EverythinghasbeengoingwellbetweenLisaand

MbuzeninowcalledBukhosiashewasofficially



introducedtotheancestorsanddamagespaidtohis

homeproperly.Theirrelationshipisgettingserious

andLisamakesitapointthatshespendsaweek

withhim beforegoinghomefortheholidays.When

shegetshomeshemakesitapointnottostay.But

Mbuzenihasn’tbeensleepingthepast3months,his

beendreamingaboutNobuntutellinghim togohelp

hissisterbecauseshe’ssuffering.Hewenttoa

therapistfortwomonthsbutnoneofhismethods

worked.Thedreamshavenowbecomeworsethat

heevenhasthem duringtheday.

Ifhedaresclosehiseyesshecomes,when

watchingtvandtriestoresthiseyesshecomes

sheiseverywhereandnowhehasdecidedtowait

fortheweektoendsothathecantakeLisatoher

village,thesamevillagehewastoldhissisterlives

in.Hisnotsurewhattoexpectfrom hisjourneybut

hisdoingitsothathecangetapeaceofmindand

maybesomesleep.

Lisa:Babeareyoustilltakingmehometomorrow?



Mbuzeni:Iwasactuallythinkingthatweshouldgo

today.

Lisa:Why?ImeanIstillwanttostayherewithyou

babe?

Mbuzeni:IknowbabebutIhavetogosearchingfor

mysisterandyoudidsaythatyourvillageisquite

bigsoIwillneedadayortwo.

Lisa:Okaythenatleastam packedsowecanleave

wheneveryouwant.

Mbuzeni:Idon’tneedmuchjustajeanandT-shirt.

Lisa:WellIwillputmybagsinthecarsolong.

Mbuzeni:OkaybabeIwillgogetmykeys.

MbuzeniandLisamadetheirwaytoEncokovillage.

Lisakepttheconversationgoingasshecouldsee

thatMbuzeniwasnervousaboutthistripsoshe

triedtodistracthim abit.Anhourlatertheyarrived

andLisadirectedMbuzenitoherhomeandhedrove

thereandstoppedoutsideheryardandhelpedher

withherbags.Theysaidtheirgoodbyesand



Mbuzenidroveoffbutonthwayhethoughwhydid

heaskLisawhereNobuntu’shousewasandmaybe

sheknew.Heturnedthecararoundbutbeforehe

gotfarhesawtwoboysalongtheroadandstopped.

Mbuzeni:Molwenibafana(hellowboys)

Them:Molobhuti(hellowbrother)

Mbuzeni:Ndiyabuzisamaanandazinoba

ningandincedana(Iam lookingforsomeplaceand

Iwaswonderingifyoucanhelpme)

Boy:Ukhangelandawonibhuti(whatplaceareyou

lookingfor?)

Mbuzeni:Andiyaziindawokodwandaziabantu

bakhona,ndikhangelaaphokwakuhlalakhona

umamauNobuntu(wellIdon’tknowtheplacebut

am lookingforthehousewhereNobuntuusedto

stay)

Boy:AphakukhooomamauNobuntuabathathuand

andiyaziukhangelaomphi(wellherewehave3

Nobuntu’sandIdon’tknowwhichoneyoulooking

for)



Mbuzeni:Londkhangelayongulowaswelekayo

ezinyangeniezimbalwaezidlulileyo.(welltheone

am lookingforistheonewhodiedafewmonths

back)

Boy:Lowabulawayintombiyakhe?(theonewho

waskilledbyherdaughter?)

Mbuzeni:Andiyaziubawavulawangubanikodwa

ndikhangelakwakhe(Idon’tknowwhokilledherbut

am lookingforherhouse)

Boy:Sikhwelisekalokusikuse(giveusaridethenso

thatwecantakeyou.Mbuzenilaughedalittle)

Mbuzeni:Khwelanikalokusambeni(getinthenand

let’sgo.Theboysgotintothecarandtheydirected

him,henoticedthattheroadwasleadingtowhere

hedroppedLisa.Theboysshowshim thehousenot

sofarfrom Lisa’shouseitwasclosed)

Mbuzeni:Ingathiakhobantunjeapha?(lookslike

thereisnoonehere)



Anotherboy:Ndiyakhumbulandimbonaesebenza

komkhuluusisiwalaphainobauphanangoku.(I

rememberseeingherworkingatthechiefshouse

maybeshe’sthere)

Mbuzeni:Masambenimadodanoyondikhombisa

komkhulundizakunibuyisa(letgomansothatyou

canshowmethechiefshouseandIwillbringyou

back.Theboysweremorethanhappytoberidingin

thecarsotheyagreed.)

Mbuzenidrovetothechiefshousedirectedbythe

boys.Onthewaytheywerebusyaskinghim alotof

questionsaboutthecityandhowmuchtheywill

havetosavetobuyacarlikehis.

TheygottothechiefshouseandNokonwabawas

outsideinthegardenwhenshesawthecarand

wenttohearwhatthepersonwanted.

Nokonwaba:Molwenibhutiunjani(hollowhoware

you?)

Mbuzeni:Ndiyaphilamamaakhontokunjanikuwe?

(am wellmam howareyou?)



Nokonwaba:Ndiyaphilanam (am well)howcanI

helpyou?

Mbuzeni:Iam lookingforagirlnamedAsithandileI

wastoldsheworkshere.

Nokonwaba:Whoareyoutoher?

Mbuzeni:Am herbrothermam.

Nokonwaba:WellIdidn’tknowshehasabrotherbut

ifyouharm herIwillknowitwasyouandIwillget

youarrested.

Mbuzeni:IpromiseIwon’tdoanythingtoherinfact

Iwilltalktoherrighthereandifshe’snotfeeling

comfortableshecangobacktothehouse.

Nokonwaba:Okay(sheleftandwenttocall

Asithandileandshewenttothegate.Shesawthe

carandgotscaredbecauseshedidn’tknowwhatto

expect.Shewentandstoodbythewindowofthe

driver.

Mbuzeni:HeymynameisMbuzeniandam theson

ofNobuntuandNkosibutheIgrewupwithmy



grandmotherImeanourgrandmotherinEugie.Iwas

toldIhaveasisterhereandIcametoseeher.

Asithandile:Pleasedon’tplaywithme,Ihavebeen

throughalotandIdon’tneedpeoplemockingme

anymoresopleaseleave.

Mbuzeni:AsithandileMotherdoesn’tletmerestat

nighttellingmethatIshouldcomeandgetyou

becauseyouaresuffering.NowIdon’tknowwhat

youhavebeenthroughorwhyawomanwho

decidedtoleavemewithmygrandmothertoget

marriedtoanothermanandtomakethingsworse

notvisitmenotevenoncetoseehowIwasdoing.I

hadtofindoutthatshewasmymotheramonth

aftershediedm.Soifyoudon’twanttoacceptthat

am yourbrotherfinebymebutgotoyourmothers

graveandtellhertogivemesomerestbecauseI

tried.

Asithandilewascryingbecauseshedidn’tknow

whattobelievebecausethemothersheknewwas

lovingandwouldhaveneverleftachildbehind.Or



wouldshe?
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AsithandileinvitedMbuzenitoherhomesothatthey

cantalkproperlyandheagreed.Asithandilethen

wentbacktothechiefshousetotellNokonwaba

thatsheisgoinghometoentertainhervisitorand

Nokonwabawaskindenoughtogiveherthe

afternoonofftotakecareofherthings.Shegotinto

thecarandMbuzenidroveoff,itwasawkwardinthe

carbecausetheystartedoffonthewrongfootand

nownoneofthem newhowtocomebackfrom that.

TheygottoherhomeandMbuzenigotthecarinand

theywentinsidethehouse.Asithandileofferedhim

somethingtodrinkandheaskedforwater.Shegave



him thensatonthechairoppositehim,afew

minutespassedwithnoonetalking,Mbuzenicould

seethatAsithandilehasastrongresemblancetoher

mother.

Mbuzeni:Ithinkweshouldstartover.Am Mbuzeni

butrecentlychangedthenamebacktomyoriginal

nameBukhosi.

Asithandile:Am Asithandileanditisapleasureto

meetyou.

Mbuzeni:Nowyouwantmetogofirstoryouwantto

gofirst.

Asithandile:Youstart.

Mbuzeni:Okay!AsIsaidbefoream yourolder

brotherwhichisafactIfoundoutnotsolongago.

Nobuntugotdisappointedbymyfatherandleftwith

me,shetookmetomygrandmotherandthatvery

sameweekshewenttoleavemeinEugieisthe

sameweekshemarriedyourfatherthenleftwith

him leavingmebehindwithmygrandmothertoraise

me.Sheneverreturnedhomenotevenonce,soI



onlyknewherfrom picturesasmysisternotmy

mother.

Asithandile:Whatdoyoumeanasyoursister?

Mbuzeni:Shemademotherpromisenevertotellme

thatshewasmymotherbecauseshedidn’twantme

tofeelabandoned,likethathelped.Soaftershedied

mothertoldmewhoshereallywas.

Asithandile:Ican’tbelievethatawomanwhowasso

lovingandcaringwouldbeabletolivesomany

yearswithoutcheckinguponherchild.Motherwas

agoodwomanandshetookgoodcareofme.

Mbuzeni:WellIwouldsaythatyouwerethelucky

oneamongustohaveknownherandgottenher

love.

Asithandile:ClearlyIneverknewmotherlikeI

thoughtIdid,butam greatfulthatIgottoknowher

andam alsodisappointedthatshedidthattoyou.

Am sorrythatyounevergottoknowher.

Mbuzeni:Wellnowit’syourturn,tellwhypeoplehere



sayyoutheonethatkilledher.

Asithandile:Welldearbrothermymistakewasbeing

insuchahurrytogotothecelebrationsthatIleftmy

jersey.Mysecondmistakewasnotallowingmy

friendtoaccompanymewhenIcamebacktofetch

it.Mythirdmistakewasbeingtheonetofindher

brutallymurderedlikethatandlastlyImadea

mistakethinkingthatmyfatherwillbethereforme

andsupportmebutinsteadheabusedmeand

accusedmeofkillingher.

Mbuzeni:Soyoumeanhephysicallyabusedyou?

Asithandile:Hedidmorethan.He...(shetoldhim

everythingherfatherdidtoherandthatgotMbuzeni

veryangry)

Mbuzeni:Whereishe!

Asithandile:Hisnotaroundanymore

Mbuzeni:Wellam goingtofindhim andhewillget

thesamebeatinghegaveyou.

Asithandile:Am sorrybutyouwillnevergetthe



chancetodothatbecausehedied3monthsago.

Mbuzeni:Whathappenedtohim?

Asithandile:Hewaskilledthesamewaymotherwas.

Mbuzeni:Good

Asithandile:That’snotanicethingtosay.

Mbuzeni:Andam notgoingtoapologizeforit

becausehedeservedit.

Theycontinuedtalkingandgettingtoknoweach

other.Mbuzeniaskedheraboutschoolandshetold

him whyshedidn’tgoback.Theytalkeduntilvery

lateandtheywenttobed.Theywokeupveryearlyin

themorningandwenttovisittheirmothersgrave

becauseAsithandilebelievedthatMbuzenineeded

closure.Itwasaround5AM whentheywenttothe

graveyard.TheygotthereandAsithandilegavehim

timetosayhispeace.

Mbuzeni:Idon’tevenknowwhattocallyouwoman,

youleftme,didyouthinkthatIwouldn’tneedyou

becauseIwasaboyandweareexpectedtobe



strongeveninthemostridiculoussituations.Did

youeventhinkofmealltheseyearsoryouwerejust

happyinyourmarriageandyouerasedmefrom your

lifelikeIneverexisted.Iam notreadytoforgiveyou

yetuntilwemeetintheafterlifeandyoutellmewhy

youdidwhatyoudidandIhopenowyouwillletme

restbecauseIhavefoundmysisterandam taking

herwithme.

Hegotupandtheyleftgoingbacktothehouse.Lisa

sawMbuzeni’scaroutsideAsithandile’shomeand

shewentintheyardandtheywerelaughingand

talking.Shegotsoangryasshestoodthere

watchingthem,shewentinsideandtheybothturned

andlookedatherandtheycouldseethatshewas

angry.

Lisa:AsithandileWhatareyoudoingwithmy

boyfriend?Doyouwanttokillhim thesamewayyou

killedyourmotherandfather?Babythisthingthat

youarelaughingwithisamurdererwhokilledher

parentsandeveryonehereknowsthat.Idon’teven

knowwhyyouherewhenyousupposedtobe



lookingforyoursister!Orwasshethereasonyou

wantedtocomehereearlierthanwehadplanned?

Wasitbecauseofher?Thismurderer!

Mbuzeni:HowDoyouknowher?(hesaidthatina

lawvoiceashewasveryangry)

Lisa:Thisthingwasmyfrienduntilsheturnedintoa

coldbloodedkillerwhoisnowamanstealer!Well

youwon’twingirlybecauseBukhosiismineandam

sureyoudidn’ttellhim thatyoukillpeoplenowdid

you?(shewaspacingupanddownshouting)

Willthisrelationshipsurvive?

Willpostagainlateron
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Bukhosiwaslookingatthewomanhelovedgoing

onandonabouthissisterrightinfrontofhim.He

lookedatAsithandileandhereyeswereglittering

withtearsandtheyweregoingtofallanytime.He

didn’tlikethatshehadtoenduresomuchatsucha

tenderageandonherown,hethoughtifhedoesn’t

protecthernowwhenhisfoundherthenwhowill.

Hethoughtofhowshemusthavefeltwhen

everyonewascallingheramurdererwithnooneon

hersideorashouldertocryon.Helookedbackat

Lisawhowasstillgoingonandonpacingupand

downinthehouse,hethoughtofhowdisrespectful

shewasbeingandhowdisappointedheisonher.

Bukhosi:Areyougoingtoletmetalkoryougoingto

continueshouting?

Lisa:IhaveeveryrighttoshoutBukhosi!Howcould

youstoopsolow?

Bukhosi:Domeafavorandstopshoutingatme



whenam rightinfrontofyou.

Lisa:Iam angryandyouwantmetocalm down

whenyouarestillsittingherewiththismurderer?

Bukhosi:SitdownLisa.

Lisa:Ican’tsitonthesametableatthisthingandso

shouldyou!Idon’twanttoloseyoubecausethis

thingwillkillyou!

Bukhosi:ISAIDSITYOURASSDOWN!!(heshouted

andLisajumpedinfearashehasneverraisedhis

voiceatherbefore)

Lisa:Youevenraiseyourvoiceatmebecauseofher?

WowyougoodgirlIwillgiveyouthat.

Bukhosi:LisaIam notgoingtorepeatmyself(he

saidinalowbutverysternandcommandingvoice

andLisasatdownandgiveAsithandileaevillook)

Bukhosi:Asithandileisshethefriendyouwere

tellingmeabout?

Lisa:Youevendiscussedmewithhim?Whatwere

youtryingtoachieve?



Bukhosi:AreyounowAsithandile?

Lisa:No

Bukhosi:Soshutupandletherspeak.

Lisa:Bukhosiyoucan’ttalktomelikethat,

especiallynotinfrontofher.

Bukhosi:Isaidshutuporyoucanleaveusalonethe

doorisopen(Lisakeptquiet)

Bukhosi:Asithandile,isshethefriendyoutoldme

about?

Asithandile:YesSheis.

Bukhosi:Mmm,Lisadoyouknowwhomysisteris?

Lisa:Pleasedon’ttellmeshepromisedtohelpyou

findyoursister!Imeanshedoesn’tknowpeople

aroundherebecausesheisalwaysathomenever

goesoutthere.Soshefooledyou.

Bukhosi:Lisathat’snotwhatIasked.

Lisa:NoIdon’tknowwhoyoursisterisandyou

nevertoldmehername.



Bukhosi:Okaythenletme.Mysistersnameis

AsithandileandLisameetmysister.

Lisa:Shecan’tbeyoursisterBukhosi!Thisgirlis

justmanipulatingyoulookingforawayoutofthis

village.

Bukhosi:RememberwhenItoldyouthatmy

biologicalmotherdiedafewmonthsback?

Lisa:Yesandam sorrybabythatyoudidn’tgetto

meether.

Bukhosi:WellThatwomanwasNobuntu

Asithandile’smother,mymother.(Lisawasshocked)

Lisa:OhIdidn’tknow,sorrybabeforsuspectingthat

youwerecheatingonme.

Bukhosi:Lisayoubudgedinhereandstarted

shoutingandaccusingmeofcheatingandmysister

ofkillingherparents.Isthathowyouhavebeen

treatingher?

Lisa:ImeanIhavejustbeendoingthesamething

everyonearoundherehasbeendoing.Am notthe

onlyone.



Bukhosi:SoIfeveryonearoundherethrows

themselvesinthefireyouwillalsodothesame?

Lisa:No

Bukhosi:ThenWhydidn’tyoutrustyourfriendand

supporther?

Lisa:Becauseit’shardtobelieveher,everythingis

againstherandtheevidencepointstoher.

Bukhosi:Soyouarethepolicenow?Talkingabout

evidence.

Lisa:Iwasjustsaying.

Bukhosi:LookLisaIdon’tthinkIcanbewith

someonewhowillturntheirbackonmewhenthe

goinggetstough.Todayyoushowedmetherealyou

andIdidn’tlikeheronebit.

Lisa:Babypleasedon’tsaythat.

Bukhosi:YaziIreallylovedyouLisa!Butaccusing

mysisterofsomethingyoudon’tevenhavefactsto

isreallydisappointing.Imeanyougotoschool,you

shouldknowbetterthantoaccusesomeoneof



somethingwithoutfactsbutIguessschooldoesn’t

teachyouhumanitynowdoesit?

Lisa:Bukhosibabydon’ttalklikethatplease,Ilove

youandIwilldoanythingtoprovetoyouhowsorryI

am aboutmybehaviorpleasejustgivemeachance

toredeem myself.

Bukhosi:Youstilldon’tgetitdoyou?

Lisa:Tellmebaby,tellmewhatyouwantmetodo

please.

Bukhosi:Lisaam nottheoneyouwrongedbutyou

don’tevenseethatbecauseyoudon’tthinkyouhave

doneAsithandilewrong.Youherebeggingmeto

forgiveyouyetthepersonyoushouldbeapologizing

toismysister.

Lisa:Iwillapologizetoherrightnowifitwillmake

youhappybaby.

Bukhosi:Youstilldon’tgetit.Thisisnotabout

makingmehappyLisait’saboutyouseeingthe

wrongyouhavedonetoAsithandilebut



unfortunatelyyoudon’tandyouneverwill.

LisawentdownonherkneesinfrontofBukhosi,she

wascryingnowandAsithandilefeltsorryforherbut

shedidn’twanttogetinvolvedbecauseshewasn’t

therewhenthesetwometandshewasnotaboutto

getinvolvednow.

Lisa:Babyam sorryforeverythingthatIhavedone,I

seenowhowwrongIwasbothaboutyoucheating

andaboutaccusingAsithandilewithouthavingall

thefacts.Am reallysorryandIloveyou,pleasegive

usachance,givemeachanceplease.

Bukhosi:Youknowwhat?Youwillneverseethe

wrongyouhavedoneandyouwillneverbethekind

ofwomanIwantinmylife.YouarecruelLisaand

inconsiderateofotherpeople’sfeelings.

Lisa:Babypleasegivemeachanceplease,

Asithandileam sorryforeverythingIsaidtoyou.Am

reallysorrypleaseforgivememyfriendplease.



Bukhosi:Wouldyouhaveaskedforforgivenesshad

shenotbeenmysister?

Lisa:NowhywouldIdothat?

Bukhosi:Soyouonlyapologizingbecauseshe’smy

sister?

Lisa:YesbabyandasIhavesaidthatIwilldo

anythingtomakeyouhappybaby,Icanevenbe

friendswithheragainpleasegivemeachanceandI

willshowyouthatImeanit.

Bukhosi:Wowyougood!Pleasestandupbabe(Lisa

stoodupwithasmileonherfaceandBukhosiheld

herhandsandlookedatherintheyesandshe

smiled)

Bukhosi:IcannotbelievethatIfellinlovewiththe

mostbeautifulbutstupidwomanintheworld.You

thinkthatIwillkeepseeingyouafterallthis?After

thatfaceapologyyougaveAsithandile?Lisawhat

doyoutakemefor?

Lisa:BabeIwasn’tfakingitplease...(hecuther



short)

Bukhosi:Nobabeit’sover,nowgetout!

Lisa:Babypleasedon’tdothis,Asithandileplease

talktohim please.

Bukhosi:Soyouinvolvingthemurdererinthis?

Lisa:Yes

Bukhosi:Wowyoustupid(hetookherhandandled

heroutsideandpushedheroutthedoor)neverset

foothereagain.Ohwaityoudon’thavetobecause

am leavingwithhertodayandpleasedon’tcallme.

Lisaleftheartbroken,allshewantedwastobewith

BukhosiandAsithandilehastoappearandruinitfor

her.

Lisa:IalwaysknewthatAsithandilewasnogoodbut

tomakemelosemylovelikethatislowevenforher.

ButwhatdidIexpectfrom someonewhohasblood

onherhandandnotjustanybloodbutthatofher

parents.Am goingtomakeBukhosiseeherforwho

shereallyisandIwillhavehim back.Asithandile



won’ttakehim awayfrom me.

Like,commentandshare
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Mthatha

AttheNdamaneresidenceNosiyamcelawassitting

bythepoolsidethinkingofwaystogetMbuzeniout

oftheirlivesbecauseshecanalreadyseethat

Nkosibutheisgivingallhisattentiontohim.

Ncebakazicametoherholdingtwoglassesofred

wine,shegaveheroneandsatnexttoherwithhers.

Theywerebothquietjustenjoyingtheirwine,until

Nosiyamcelaspoke.

Nosiyamcela:Whatdoyouthinkofyourbother?

Ncebakazi:Simple!Idon’tthinkofhim.



Nosiyamcela:ComeNcebakazi!Howdoyouseehim

asaperson?

Ncebakazi:HeseemslikeagoodpersonbutIdon’t

trusthim.

Nosiyamcela:Idon’ttrusthim eitherbuthaveyou

seenhowyourfatheriswithhim?

Ncebakazi:Hismakingupforlosttimethat’sitbut

innotimehewillgettiredlikeheusuallydoesand

gobackoverseas.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tbestupidNcebakazi!Yourfather

isnotgoinganywhere,hegotwhathealways

wantedandthatisason.

Ncebakazi:Whatareyousayingmom

Nosiyamcela:Whatam sayingisthatthereason

yourfatherislikethistowardsmeisbecauseI

couldn’tgivehim asonandnowthathehaswhathe

wantshewon’tseeyougirls.

Ncebakazi:Hewillneverdothatwearehis

daughters.

Nosiyamcela:Didhehaveaproblem whenhemade



thatsonofhiswhileheleftmewithyoutwotoraise

aloneathome?

Ncebakazi:NobutIdon’tthinkitwillcometothat.

Nosiyamcela:Keepbeingstupidandsoonyouwill

bereplacedfrom themanagingdirectorofthe

companyandthatboywilltakeovereverything.

Ncebakazi:Mom don’texaggeratefatherwouldn’t

dothat.

Nosiyamcela:Hewillandwhenhedoesdon’tcome

runningtome.

Nkosibuthewaslookingatthem throughthewindow

ofhisstudyandhecouldseethatwhateverthey

werediscussingwasserious.Hecalledhislawyer

andaskedhim tomeetwithhim inhisofficein30

minutes.Hethenputhisthingsinhisbriefcaseand

wentouttothepoolside.

Nkosibuthe:Onedayobubugqwirhanibuplanayo

buzonijikela(onedaythiswitchcraftyouare

planningwillturnonyou)



Ncebakazi:Haibotatauthethangantoni?(father

whatareyoutalkingabout?)

Nkosibuthe:Intoendiyithethayoinyeyeyokubauba

wenaNcebakaziuyaqhubekanomamelaunyoko

uzozibonausezintwenimntanam ndiyakulumkisa.

WenaNosiyamcelahlukananofakaumntwana

umoyawamasele.(whatam sayingisthatifyou

Ncebakazicontinuetolistentoyourmotheryouwill

findyourselfinvolvedinshadythings,am warning

you.AndyouNosiyamcelastopinfluencingthechild.

Hesaidandleft)

Ncebakazi:Motherwhydoesfathermean?

Nosiyamcela:Whydidn’tyouaskhim whenhewas

here?

Ncebakazi:Am justaskingbecauseIdon’t

understand.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tyouseethathischanging?

Ncebakazi:Iseethatbutnowhismorehomethan

away.



Nosiyamcela:AndThatisBecauseofthatboyand

notyouoryoursister.

Ncebakazi:ingathiizondidikaintokaMbizeni(this

Mbuzenithingisstartingtoannoyme)

Zodwacametowheretheyaresittingandsatnext

toNcebakazi.

Zodwa:Whathappenedtofather?

Ncebakazi:Why?

Zodwa:Becauseheleftherelookingveryangry.

Nosiyamcela:Ubutheniungambuziwenamntu

umbonileyo?(whydidn’tyouaskhim youtheone

whosawhim?)

Zodwa:yhoIwasjustasking.

Nkosibuthegottotheofficeandwenttohisoffice

andsetuphisstuffandwaitedforthelawyerto

come.Fewminuteslaterthelawyercame.

Lawyer:MrNdamane

Nkosibuthe:Jacob,howareyouman?



Jacob:Am fineman,Ididn’tevenknowyoubackin

thecountry.

Nkosibuthe:Ihavebeenbusysortingoutfamily

businesssoIhaven’tbeenintheoffice.

Jacob:Iunderstandman,sowhyam heretoday.

Ncebakazi:Iwanttoamendmywill.

Jacob:OkayWhatchangesdoyouwantmade?(he

saidtakingouthisnotepad)

Nkosibuthe:Iwanttoleavethecompanyherein

MthathatoNcebakazi,theclubandfarm toZodwa,

thenthecompanyoverseastomysonBukhosi

as...(hecuthim short)

Jacob:Wait!Youhaveason?

Nkosibuthe:YesIdoandwejustreunited.

Jacob:Whyhaven’tthemediagottenholdofthisyet?

Nkosibuthe:Welltheycan’tknowallofmyfamily

business.

Jacob:YeahYourightsoyouareleavinghim the



companyoverseasandwhat?

Nkosibuthe:Thecompanyoverseas,thehousein

CapeTownandthesum of5millionandmakethat

foreachofmychildren.

Jacob:youaredoingwellbydividingthemoney

equallybecauseinmylineofworkIhaveseenalot

offamiliesdestroyingeachotherbecauseofmoney.

Nkosibuthe:YesIknow.

Jacob:Okayandyourwife?

Nkosibuthe:Shegetsthetwohouses,theonehere

andtheoneinMatatieleaswellasallthecars.

Jacob:nomoneyorshares.

Nkosibuthe:allthemoneygoestomychildrenand

thesharesalsodecidedamongthem equally.

Jacob:Ohshewon’tlikethatmyfriend

Nkosibuthe:Shecansellthecarsandoneofthe

housesifshewantsmoney.

Jacob:Okaythenfine.

Nkosibuthe:Iwantyoutoputaclausetherethat



saysnoneofmychildrencangiveawaythemoney

toeitheroneofmyfamilymembersandtoneversell

thecompaniesandiftheytrytogiveeverythingto

theonethatiswillingtofightformyempire.

Jacob:Manaregoingtodiesoon?

Nkosibuthe:ImightManyouneverknowwhat

tomorrowbrings.

Jacob:Yourightaboutthat.

Nkosibuthe:Pleasedoeverythinghereandprintit

formetosignandkeepacopy.

Jacob:Thatwillcostyou,Icanjustdoeverythingin

myowntimeandsendtoyoutosign.

Nkosibuthe:NoIwanteverythingdonenowandI

don’twanttotakeanychances.

Jacob:Asyouwish.

Theytwostayedattheofficeuntilaround9inthe

evening.Thelawyerhadupdatedthewillandmade



allthechanges.Nkosibuthesigneditandhetook

thecopy.JacobleftandNkosibutheremainedand

madetwomorecopies,hesentonetohislawyer

overseasandanothertoanotherlawyerfrom a

differentfirm thentookthecopyhehadandlocked

itinhissafe.Hepackedeverythingandleft.
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3monthslater

AsithandilewentbacktoMthathawithBukhosi,they

nowlivetogetherinhis3bedroomshouse.Itwas

toolateforAsithandiletogotoschoolbythenso



Bukhosiaskedhertodoashortcourseuntiltheyear

endsandgobacktoschool.ShedidacourseinReal

estatethatis9monthswhichisenoughtimeuntil

theyearendandshegoesbacktoschool.Bukhosi

alsogotherabusinessmanagementinternshipat

thecompanywhichshestartedtwoweeksaftershe

arrivedinMthatha.Shewasenjoyingherselfbusy

studyinganddoingtheinternship.Shegotastipend

ofR5000amonthontheinternshipandshestudies

therealestatecourseparttime.

Lifewaspromisingforherandshewasmorethen

determinedtochangehersituationandmake

somethingofherself.Sheandherbrothergotalong

verywell,theygotoworktogetherinthemorning

andcomebackhometogetherintheevening.On

weekendstheyeitherstayinorgoouttogetherfor

moviesandallsortsoffunstufftheyenjoydoing.

ThisistheendofthesecondsemesterandandLisa

wascominghomefortheholidays,shehasn’tbeen

herselfatallsinceshebrokeupwithBukhosiand

hermarksthissemesterdropped.Butshedidn’t



careaboutthatastheonlythingshecaredabout

wasgettingBukhosiback.

AsithandilewashomealonethisFridayeveningand

Bukhosiwenttobuygroceries.Asithandilesaidshe

willremainandcookricesolongandwhenhe

comesbackshewillfinishthecooking.Lisapassed

bytheshopsandgotgroceriesthenmadeherway

toBukhosi’shouse.Shegotthereandknockedand

Asithandileopenedforher.

Asithandile:Lisa

Lisa:Sisterinlaw(shesaidandpushedheraside

andwentin)Asithandileclosedthedoorand

followedhertothekitchenwhereshewentafter

leavingherbagsinthelounge.Whenshegotthere

Lisawasunpackingthegroceriesshebought.

Lisa:Iseeyoucookedrice,don’tworryIwillmake

therest.Iknowwhatmymanlikes.

Asithandile:Lisawhatareyoudoinghere?

Lisa:Am heretovisitmyman(shesaidchopping



thevegetables)Asithandileleftherthereandwentto

sitinthelounge.

Lisawenttoherafterputtingthevegetablesand

meatintheoven.

Lisa:Youknowwecanbegoodfriendsagain.

Asithandile:AndwhywouldIagreetothat?

Lisa:BecausethatwillmakemymanseethatIlove

him andthatam willingtoacceptyouintoourlives.

Asithandile:Lisafrom alltheyearsthatIhaveknown

you,youwereneverastupidperson,whathappened?

Lisa:Youknowthesayingthatgoes“lovemakesyou

dothemoststupidestofthings”

Asithandile:Andyouaredoingexactlythat.

Lisa:LookAsithandilewecangetalongjustfineif

youwillhelpmegetBukhosiback.

Asithandile:WhywouldIwanttodothat?

Lisa:Becauseyouarethecauseofyourbreakupso

youwillfixthis,allyouhavetodoistalktoyour



brotherandtellhim youforgivemeandthatyou

wantustogetbacktogether.

Asithandile:Am sorryLisabutIwillnotdothat.

Lisa:Letmecheckonthefoodandyouthinkabout

whatIsaid.

Bukhosireturnedfrom theshops,heparkedhiscar

thengotoutandcarriedthegroceriesbags.He

openedthedoorandgotin.

Bukhosi:Whatdidyouendupmaking?Itsmellsnice

inher.

Asithandile:Ionlymaderice.

Bukhosi:Don’tplaywithmeherelittlesisIcansmell

meatandI’dsayroastedifIweretotakeaguess.

Asithandile:WellIdidn’tmakeit(Lisacamefrom

thekitchenstillhadanapronon)

Lisa:Ohbabeyouhome(shewenttohim and

kissedhischeek)dinnerwillbereadyon5minutes.

(shewentbacktothekitchen)



Bukhosi:ASIWhatisthat?

Asithandile:What?

Bukhosi:Thatthinginmykitchen.

Asithandile:WellThatthingasyoucallhersaidshe’s

hereforyouso...

Bukhosi:Whywouldshebehereforme?Webroke

up.

Asithandile:WellIdidn’tknowyounolonger

togetherbecauseshespokeasifyoutwowerestill

anitem.

Bukhosi:Heyihayiuyandiqhelalomntanangoku

Lisa!!(nothisgirlistooforward.Hecalledforher)

Lisa:Am donedishingupbabeIwillbringthefood

now!(sheyelledbackfrom thekitchenand

Asithandilelaughed)

Bukhosi:Iyagulaletshomiyakho?(isyourfriend

sick?)

Asithandile:YoumeanexfriendandIdon’tknow



thisLisa.TheoneIknewwaskindandconsiderate.

Bukhosi:Thenwhathappened?

Asithandile:ThatyouwillhavetoaskherbecauseI

alsodon’tknow.(Lisaemergedfrom thekitchen

holdingatraywithaplateoffood)

Lisa:Babehereisyourfood.

Bukhosi:Ugalelentonikokukutya?(whatdidyouput

inthisfood?)

Lisa:Haibobabynothing.

Bukhosi:Thenyoueatitandwhenyoudonetake

yourbagsandleave.

Lisa:Iwashopingwecouldtalkafterdinner.

Bukhosi:IhavesaidallIwantedtosaytoyounow

pleaseeatandleave.

Asithandile:Iwillmakeussomethingtoeat(she

stoodupgoingtothekitchen)

Bukhosi:Thankyousis.



Lisa:Ilovetherelationshipyoutwohavebuilt.

Bukhosi:Thankyounowpleasetakeyourbagsand

leave.

Lisa:Butbabeit’slate,Iwillgohometomorrow.

Bukhosi:LisaIdon’tcarehowlateitisbecauseI

didn’tinviteyouherenowpleasegetoutbeforeI

throwyouout.

Lisa:Babepleasecomeon!Ihaveseenmymistake

andam willingtolearnfrom itandfixitpleasejust

giveusanotherchance.Givemeanotherchance

pleaseBukhosibam.

Bukhositookouthisphoneandcalledataxithen

wenttothekitchenandsatonahighchairwatching

Asithandilecook.

Asithandile:Didyourgirlfriendleave?

Bukhosi:She’snotmygirlfriendandnoam waiting

forthetaxiIcalledforher.

Asithandile:Shewon’tlikethat.

Bukhosi:Idon’tcare.



Lisawenttojointhem inthekitchenandsatnextto

Bukhosi.

Lisa:BabyIreallydidn’tputanythinginthefoodI

boughtthosethingtocookspeciallyforyou.

Bukhosi:Ididn’taskyou.

Lisa:Iknowyoudidn’tbutIdiditbecauseIloveyou

babe.

Bukhosi:Lisaam notyourlove,yourbabeor

Bukhosibakho.Pleasegetthatthroughyourhead

thesooneryoudothatthebetter(Lisaignoredhim

andspoketoAsithandile)

Lisa:Asithandileam reallysorryfriendforeverything

Iputyouthrough.ReallythepeopleofEncokocan

makeyouturnagainstthemosthonestofpeople

withtheirgossip.

Asithandile:Really?

Lisa:Yesfriendtheypaintedyououttobethemost

horriblepersonbutIalwaysknewthatyoudidn’tdo

it.



Asithandile:WhendidyourealizethatLisa?

Lisa:Alongtimeagoreallybutmotherdidn’twant

menearyousoIhadtokeepmydistance.

Asithandile:Areyousuremybrotherhadnothingto

dowithit?

Lisa:Nohejustgavemethegutstostandupfor

whatIbelieveinandIwantustobefriendsagain.

Asithandile:NoLisayoucametomyhouseand

accusedme.YouLisathepersonIgrewupwith,a

personIdideverythingwithbutwhenthepeople

turnedagainstmeyouwerethefirsttobelieveIdid

it.Nowyoucameherepretendinglikeyouwantusto

befriendsjustbecausemybrotherdumpedyou?

Youevenaccusedmeinfrontofhim andcalledme

athing,amurdererLisaandam sorrybutIcannever

befriendwithyouagain.

Lisa:Am sorryAsithandileIwasjustangry.

Asithandile:AndIforgiveyoubutwillneverbeyour

friendortrustyouagain.



Bukhosi:Yourtaxiishere.

Lisa:BabypleaseletmespendthenightandIwillgo

inthemorning.

Bukhosi:Nothappening(hewenttotheloungeand

tookherbagstothetaxithenreturnedtothekitchen

andLisawasstillsittingthere.Hegrabbedherarm

andleadheroutsidethenclosethedoorandlocked

it.

Nosiyamcelawasonthephonewithsomeone.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:LookSakhumziraiseyourchildforyou

withmymoneyandIpaidthedoctornottosay

anythingsoyouoweme.

Voice:Sowhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Nosiyamcela:Ionlyaskedyoutokillthewifethe

husbandwasallyou.

Voice:Iknowthatsowhatnowbecauseshe’sgone



andnooneknowswhereshe’sgoneto.

Nosiyamcela:Thencontinuelookingforher.

Voice:Idon’tknowwheretolookthatiswhyIcalled

you.

Nosiyamcela:Heydon’tmixthingsupdoyouhear

me!Mydaughtersareherewithmeandam not

goingtospendmymoneylookingforyours.

Voice:Don’tforgetyoutheonewhopaidmetodrug

thatwomanandsleepwithher.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tactlikeyoudidn’tenjoyit.

Voice:Am notactinghere,Sakhumzistayedaway

from youbecausehesuddenlybecameafather

whenthatsickbastedcouldn’thavekids.Ihadto

watchhim raisemychildthenabuseher.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tmakeyourproblemsmine(she

droppedthecall)

Nosiyamcela:ifthisfoolturnagainstmethenwho

willdomyworkforme.Idon’tknowanyoneelse,but

am suretherearealotofpeoplewhowillbewilling

tojumpatachancetomakecoupleofthousands.
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It’sSaturdayAsithandileisoffworkbutherbrother

hadtogoinbecausetheyhaveamarketingstrategy

thatheandhisteam havetopresenttothebosses

ofthecompanyonMonday.Todaytheyfinalizing

everythingandprintingoutwhatneedstobeprinted

sothateverythingisreadyforMondaymorning.

Asithandilewokeupandcleanedthehouse,after

shetookashowerandworeasummerdressthen

wentandwatchedTV.Shewatcheduntil12butgot

boredanddecidedtogototheparkandcatchupon

someschoolwork.Shewasenjoyinghercourseand

shewantedtoputittogoodusewhenthetime

comes.Shesavesupherstipendbecauseher

brothergivesherthesameaboutofmoneyfor

allowanceandeverymonthshewouldonlyusea



R1000fortoiletriesandwhateveritisthatsheneeds

andalltheothergoestohersavings.

Shetookherbagandthemoduleshewasbusywith

andlockthehouseandwenttothepark.Shegot

thereandsentamessagetoherbrothertellinghim

whereshewas.Shethentookoutherbookand

notepadandstartedstudying,afteranhourofstudy

therewasashadowinfrontofherandsheliftedher

headupandtherestandaguy.Shelookedathim

andhermouthwentdry,theguysawthatshewasn’t

goingtosayanythingsohedecidedtosay

somethingfirst.

Guy:Hey(sheclearsherthroat)

Asithandile:Hey

Guy:MindifIjoinyou?

Asithandile:Why?Becausethereareplentyof

benchesherethatyoucansiton.

Guy:IknowbutIcanherebecauseIwasboredout

ofmymindathomeandIwouldlikeitifIcouldat



leasthavesomecompanywhileam here.

Asithandile:Okaythenyoucansit

Guy:Thankyou(hesatdown)

HelookedatthemoduleAsithandilewasbusywith

andspoke.

Guy:YouknowIcanhelpwiththat

Asithandile:Whywouldyoudothat?

Guy:BecauseIwouldliketothankyouforletting

shareyourbench.Am Bathandwabytheway.

Asithandile:NicetomeetyouBathandwamyname

isAsithandile

Bathandwa:Beautifulname

Asithandile:Soisyours.

Bathandwa:Ohthankyoudear.Nowaboutthathelp.

Asithandile:Whatdoyouknowaboutrealestate?

Bathandwa:OhIknownothingaboutitam an

electricalengineeringstudentdoingmythirdyear.



Asithandile:Sohowareyougoingtohelpme?

Bathandwa:WellIhappentoknowveryloud,strict

andveryindependentwomanwhocanassist.(he

saidthatwithasmileonhisfaceandAsithandilegot

disappointedbythis.)

Asithandile:Ohokay(shesaidinalowvoice)

WhatwasIthinkingreally,histoohandsometobe

singleandjudgingbythesmilehehadwhenhe

spokeaboutthewomanhereallylovesher.

Bathandwa:EarthtoAsithandile

HesnappedfingersinfrontofmyfaceandIlooked

athim.Ohhisperfect,getagripAsithandilehehasa

girlfriend(Ireprimandedmyself)

Bathandwa:Hello!

Asithandile:Ohsorryyouweresaying

Bathandwa:Doyouzoneoutalot?(ohgodam

embarrassedbythis.Thisisnotme,Ihavenever

lookedatboysbeforewhatchangednowhayi)



Asithandile:Sometimesyes,sowhatwereyou

saying.

Bathandwa:IwassayingthatIcanarrangea

meetingwithhersothatshecanassistyouandI

promiseyoushe’sgoodandshe’saprofessional.

Asithandile:Noit’sokayIwouldn’twanttoimpose.

Bathandwa:Am nottakingnoforananswer.There

isaice-cream trucklet’sgogetsome.

Asithandile:OhnoIdidn’tbringmoneywithme.

Bathandwa:Ididn’taskyoutopayIaskedforyouto

gowithme.

Asithandile:YouareabullybutIwillgosinceyou

askednicely.

Bathandwa:Ihaveneverseenabullythatasksnicely

butokayaslongaswearegoing.

Godhisperfect,IknowIhavebeensayingthatbut

letmedescribeBathandwatoyoumaybeyouwill

understandwheream comingfrom.Histall,dark,

muscular,hasbigroundblackeyes,hasanosethat



canbemistakenforanEnglishnoseandpurewhite

teeth.Helookslikeagod.

Bathandwa:Youzonesoutagain,am Iboringyou?

Asithandile:Noam justthinkingbutam finenow,

let’sgetourice-cream.

Bathandwa:Okaythen

Theywalkedtotheice-cream truckandAsithandile

gotvanillawhileBathandwagotchocolate.

Asithandile:Amanwholoveschocolatethat’safirst.

Bathandwa:Womanwholikesvanillaisalsoafirst

forme.

Asithandile:Touché

Bathandwa:Nowtellmewhyrealestate?

Asithandile:WellIneededtodoashortcoursewhile

Iwaitfornextyeartogobacktoschoolandfinish

offmydegree.

Bathandwa:Degreeinwhat?

Asithandile:Generalmanagement



Bathandwa:Sowhathappenedthatyoudidn’tgo

thisyear?

Asithandile:Welllifehappenedsowhenthingsgot

betteritwastoolateformetogosomybrother

suggestedashortcourseandIwantedsomethingto

keepmebusytillIgobacknextyear.

Bathandwa:Cleverbrother,sowhatyearwereyou

goingtobedoing?

Asithandile:Secondyear.Nowtellmeaboutyourself.

Bathandwa:Wellasyouknowmynameis

Bathandwa,am anonlychild,Ilivewithmymother

wellonlywhenam backonholidaysandmyfather

passedawaywhenIwas14soyeahthat’sme.

Asithandile:OkayWhatdoesyourmotherdo?

Bathandwa:Sheownsarealestatecompany

Asithandile:ohshe’stheoneyouweregoingto

organizeameetingwith.

Bathandwa:Yes



Ohgodam sohappyrightnow,OkayAsithandileget

agripthemandidn’taskyououtandhecouldstill

haveagirlfriend.

Asithandile:It’sgettinglateIshouldgetgoing.

Bathandwa:CanITakeyou

Asithandile:Myhouseisnotfarfrom heresoIwill

walk.

Bathandwa:OkaythenbutcanIatleasthaveyour

numbersothatwhenIgetboredIcancallmypark

buddy.

Asithandile:Ofcourse(shegavehim hernumber

andtheywenttheirseparateways)

Asithandilewenthomeahappyperson,shegot

thereandstartedwiththecookingandwhenshe

wasabouttofinishherbrothercamein.

Bukhosi:NanaHowwasyourday?Am sorryIhadto

worktoday.

Asithandile:Itwasfruitfulandit’sokayIunderstand.



Bukhosi:Okaythenfinishupsothatwecantalk.

Asithandile:OkayAndyoucanshowersolong.

Bukhosi:Right

Hewenttotheshowerandshoweredwhile

Asithandilefinishedcookinganddishesupforthem.

Bukhosicameoutofhisroom andwenttositonthe

diningtableandAsithandilebroughthim foodand

wentbacktothekitchentogetherplateandjoined

herbrother.

Bukhosi:Weareinvitesforlunchtomorrow

Asithandile:Where?

Bukhosi:Ndamaneresident

Asithandile:Yourfamily?

Bukhosi:Yes.

Asithandile:Idon’tthinkthatisagoodideaformeto

go.

Bukhosi:Asithandileyouaremyfamilytooandifyou

arenotcomfortablegoingthenwebothnotgoing.



Am notabouttoleaveyouhereallaloneandhave

lunchwiththeNdamanes.

Asithandile:OkayIdon’twanttobethereasonyou

don’tgosoIwillgowithyou.

Bukhosi:Buttheminuteyoufeeluncomfortableyou

tellmeandwewillgo.

Asithandile:OkayIwill.

Bukhosi:Zodwaandmyfatherareveryfriendly

though.

Asithandile:Whataboutyourstepmotherand

Ncebakazi?

Bukhosi:Ihaven’tquitefiguredthosetwooutyet.

Asithandile:Okaythen.

Theyfinishedeatingandsheclearedthetableand

washedthedishes.Shetookashowerandwentto

saygoodnighttoherbrotherthenwenttobed.A

messagecamethroughfrom anunknownnumber

andsheopenedit.



Messages:

Unknown:Heybeautiful,it’sBathandwa.Ijust

wantedtosayIhadagoodtimetodaythankyou.

Asithandile:Thankyoufortheice-scream chocolate

man.

Bathandwa:Don’tcallmethatinfrontofpeople

thoughtheywillthinkam asissy.

Asithandile:hahaIpromiseIwon’t.

Bathandwa:Thankyoubeautiful

Asithandile:Apleasure

Bathandwa:Goodnightparkbuddy.

Asithandile:GoodnightMrchocolate

Sheputthephoneonthebedsidetableandand

wenttobedwithasmileonherface.
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Mthatha.

It’sSundaythedayofthelunchattheNdamane

residence.ZodwaandNcebakaziarecookingthe

lunch,Nosiyamcelahasgonetochurchwhile

Nkosibutheiswatchingcricketonsupersport.

Zodwawasexcitedaboutmeetingthesisterofher

brother,whileNcebakaziwouldratherbeatthespar

gettingfullbodymassagethancookinglunchfor

visitorsthatarenotevenhers.

Zodwa:Ihopethislunchwillgobetterthanthelast

onewehad.

Ncebakazi:Icouldn’tcarelesshowitgoes.

Zodwa:Ncebakazipleasetryandbeniceplease.



Ncebakazi:Iwill,Ihavenotreasontobeupsetthis

time.Everythingisoutintheopenso.

Zodwa:Yeah,Iwonderwhatkindofaperson

Bukhosi’ssisteris.

Ncebakazi:Ireallydon’tcarehowsheisreally,sheis

notmysisterinfactwenotrelated.

Zodwa:Wemaynotberelatedtoherbybloodbut

sheisourbrotherssistersotechnicallyweare

relatedthroughhim.

Ncebakazi:Yhoothatsoundssocomplicated.

Nkosibuthecameintothekitchentogetwater.

Nkosibuthe:Ncebakaziwam (MyNcebakazi)

Ncebakazi:Tatam (Father)

Nkosibuthe:Comewithme(hetookherhandand

theywenttotheloungewherehewassitting)

Ncebakazi:Yintonitata?(whatisitfather?)

Nkosibuthe:Uyayazindiyakuthanda?(doyouknowI

loveyou?)

Ncebakazi:YesfatherIdo.



Nkosibuthe:Idon’tthinkyoudochild,doyouknow

whenyourmothertoldmeshewaspregnantwith

youIwasthehappiestmanalive.Iwouldbragtomy

friendsthatam goingtobeafather,whenIgoon

dutieswithfatherwhenwecomebackIwouldcome

backwithanitem ofbabyclothing.Fatherwould

laughatmeandsay‘Ihaveneverseenamanthis

excitedabouthavingmoreresponsibilities’andmy

answerwouldalwaysbe‘it’snotaresponsibilitybut

ablessing.

Ncebakazi:WOW fatherIneverknewthat.

Nkosibuthe:Iknow.Whenyouwerebornallpeople

wouldhearcomingoutofmymouthwasmy

princessthisandmyprincessthat.Mylifewasall

aboutyoumybaby.

Ncebakazi:OhfatherIdidn’tknowthat.(shewas

nowcrying,tearsofjoyofcoursebecauseshehas

neverheardherfatherspeakwithwayandher

mothernevertoldher)

Nkosibuthe:Whydoyouthinkyouwerealwaysspoilt



andgotteneverythingyoueverwant?

Ncebakazi:Becauseyouloveme.

Nkosibuthe:Notonlythatmychild,ngobawena

ungumafungwashewam,ndazibonangaweukuba

ndiyakwaziuzalakwayeuyakuhlalaunendawoyakho

enkuluentliziyweniyam.Nobakungafikaabangaphi

abantwanaaphaekhayakodwaakukhonamnye

onakuthathaindawoyakho.(becauseyouaremy

firstborn,Isawfrom youthatIcanfatherachildand

youwillalwayshaveabigspecialplaceinmyheart.

Itdoesn’tmatterhowmanychildrencomealongin

thishousebutnoneofthem willevertakeyourplace)

Ncebakazihuggedherfatherandshewasreally

happytohaveheardherfatherspoketoherthatway.

Shewascontentandherheartwasatpeace.She

thenwentandcontinuetohelpZodwawiththelunch

andshewouldsmileonherown.Zodwalikedseeing

hersisterlikethat.Asithandilewokeuptoagood

morningmessagefrom Bathandwaanditmadeher

day.Sheandherbrotherwerenowpreparingtogo



forthelunchattheNdamaneresidence.Sheworea

blackbodyhuggingdresswitharedblockhillanda

smallcardiganontop.Shetiredherhairnicelyand

tookherbagandwenttothelounge.Bukhosicome

wearingblackskinnyjeansandmuscletopwith

sneakers.

Bukhosi:MyBeautifulsister

Asithandile:Myhandsomebrother

Bukhosi:ShouldIstarttakingkaratelessons?

Asithandile:Hahawhy?

Bukhosi:Becauseyouyoungladyhavegrownintoa

beautifulyoungwomanandthosefoolsoutthere

willstarttakingchances.

Asithandile:WellwhentheydoIwillputyournumber

onspeeddial.

Bukhosi:Nowyoutalking(Asithandilelaughed)

Theywentoutthehouselockedandgotintothecar

anddrovetheNdamaneresidence.Asithandilewas

notcomfortablebecausepeoplehaven’tbeennice



toherlatelythatiswhyshedidn’tevenbother

makingfriendswhenshegottoMthatha.Shedidn’t

trustanyoneanymorebecauseshewasbetrayedby

thepeopleshelovedandtrusted.20minuteslater

theydroveintotheNdamaneyardandparked.

Bukhosi:Rememberifyoudon’tfeelcomfortabletell

meandwewillgoatonce.

Asithandile:Okay(hetookherhandandwalkedto

thedoor,heknockedandZodwaopenedthedoor)

Zodwa:Brother(shesmiledandhuggedhim)and

youmustbemynewsister(shesaidhugging

Asithandileaswellandsherelaxedabit)

TheywentinsideandNkosibuthestoodupand

huggedthem both.

Nkosibuthe:Youarebothwelcomed.

Bukhosi:Thankyou,thisismysisterAsithandile.

Nkosibuthe:Youdidn’thavetointroduceher

becausesheisareplicaofNobuntu.

Asithandile:Thankyou.

Nkosibuthe:ohchildevenyourvoiceisthatofyour



mother.

Asithandile:Thankyouagain(Ncebakaziappeared

from thekitchen)

Ncebakazi:Hellobhutioncinci(Hellolittlebrother,

shesaidandopenedherarmsandBukhosihugged

herwhichwasweirdforhim becausesheisnever

friendly)

Ncebakazi:Andyoumustbemylittlesister(she

huggedhertoo)am youroldersisterNcebakaziand

Ioweyoushopping.

Asithandile:Am Asithandile.

Ncebakazi:Nicetomeetbaby,nowcomeandhelp

meandyoursisterZodwainthekitchen(Asithandile

stoodupandfollowedher)

Bukhosi:Whatishappeninghere?

Nkosibuthe:Wehadalittletalknotsolongago.

Bukhosi:WhateveryousaidworkedbecauseIhave

neverseenmysisterfriendlywithanyone.



Nkosibuthe:Am stillshockedmyselfsonbutIguess

sheneededtohearit.

Bukhosi:Iguessso.

Nkosibuthe:Whiskey?

Bukhosi:Iwillpourit.

Hepouredwhiskeyforbothofthem andtheysat

downtalkingaboutbusinessandotherstuff.

Ncebakazi,ZodwaandAsithandilewerelaughing

andtalkingwhilesettingthetableandthelaughter

comingfrom thereputNkosibutheandBukhosiat

ease.Ncebakazicametocallthem forlunchwhile

Zodwawentupstairstocallhermother.Theyall

gatheredatthetableandwaitedforNosiyamcela,

sheenteredandtookherseat.

Nosiyamcela:Sorryforkeepingyouwaiting.

Zodwa:It’sokaymother.

Nkosibuthe:Asithandilemychildthisisthemother

ofmychildrenNosiyamcelaandyouhavemetmy

firstbornNcebakaziandthesecondZodwa.



Asithandile:Yes,Nicetomeetyouma.

Nosiyamcela:Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Nkosibuthe:Leteat(theystarteddishingup)

Nosiyamcela:SoAsithandileareyouBukhosi’s

girlfriend?

Bukhosi:Noshe’smysister

Nosiyamcela:Oh...(shekeptquietabitthinking)ohI

see,reallyisapleasuretomeetyou.

Asithandile:Thankyouma.

Ncebakazi:AndwearegoingshoppinginDurban

thisweekend,weareleavingonFriday.

Nkosibuthe:Kodwawenamntanam (butyoumy

child)youwillfindanyexcusetogoshopping.

Zodwa:BufatherIalsoneedit,wewillmakeitagirls

tripandgettoknowAsithandilebetter.

Ncebakazi:Thankyousis

Asithandile:IwillhavetoaskourbrotherhereifIcan



go(ZodwaandNcebakazilookedatBukhosi)

Bukhosi:What?

Nkosibuthe:Sonifyouwanttogetoutofthisjust

sayyesandyouwillthankmelater.

Bukhosi:OkayYes.

Ncebakazi:Thankyoubro,Asithandilebabydon’t

packanythingwewillbuyallweneedinDurbanjust

bereallyFridayweleaveafterwork.

Zodwa:Iwillmeetyouguysatthecompany.

Ncebakazi:Great.

Nosiyamcela:Excuseme(shegotupandleftthe

table)

Shewentoutsidebythepoolsideandmadeacall

andthepersonpickedupimmediately.

Voice:Hello.

Nosiyamcela:Ifoundher.

Voice:ThankGod!Whereisshe?



Nosiyamcela:HereinMthathalivingwithherbrother

butatthemomentsheishereinmyhousehaving

lunchwithus.

Voice:Thankyousomuch.

Nosiyamcela:Youknowwhatthismeansright?

Voice:YesIcontinueworkingforyou.

Nosiyamcela:Good!Thereisadealam workingon

withoneofthedoctorsinCapeTownandwhenwe

reachanagreementIwilltellyou.

Voice:OkayIwillhearfrom youandpleasekeepan

eyeonmydaughter.

Nosiyamcela:Nothingwillhappentoheraslongas

youkeepdelivering.

Voice:YouknowIalwaysdo.

Nosiyamcela:Thatiswhyyourdaughterwillremain

safe.

Shedroppedthecallandwentbackinside.
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Encokovillage

Nowweallhaveexperiencedheartbreakatsome

pointinourlives,someofusweredisappointedby

thoseweloveandsomeofusdisappointedthose

wholovedus.Truthofthematteristhatwehaveall

beenhurtbypeopleweloveonewayortheotherbut

wehavealsohurtotherpeoplewholovedusaswell.

Youseeloveisbothablessingandacurse.It’sa

blessingwhentwocompatiblepeoplemeetandfall

inlovewhichresultsinproducingbeautifulbabies

thatgiveusalltheirlove.Lovethatispure,untainted

andwithoutconditions.Nownomatterhow

compatiblethesepeoplearetheywillhurteach

otheratsomepointweatheritwasintentionalornot.



Thenloveiscursewhenapersonwhoclaim tolove

youhurtyouinthenameoflove.Nointheirwaythey

maynotmeantohurtyoubuthowtheydothings

enduphurtingyouanyway.Thenitalsobecomesa

cursewhenonerefusestoacceptthatthelovethey

havegiventoanotherwasnotreciprocated,their

loveforthosepeopleturnsintoanobsessionand

obsessionleadstothem doinghurtfulthingsboth

physicallyandemotionallytothosetheyclaim to

love.NowLisa’sloveforBukhositurnedintoan

obsessionthemomentherejectedherafterfinding

outwhatshehaddone.Nowsheisdoingallshecan

thatinhermindwillmakeBukhosiseeherina

differentlight.

Nowatsomepointinourlivesespeciallyuswomen,

Iam talkingaboutwomenbecauseIam notaman

andholdnoknowledgeofhowmenreactwhenthey

losetheirfirstloves.Nowwithwomen,whenone

losestheirfirstloveatfirsttheyrefusetoacceptit

andinthefirstweektheyareindenial,theylivelife



liketheyhavealwaysdoneandonthesecondweek

thatiswhenitsinksinthathisnotcomingback,we

startcheckingthephoneeveryminutetoseeifthey

havecalledorsentamessage.Youdothishoping

thatsomehowhewillrealizehowmuchhemisses

youandcallyouback,youconvinceyourselfthathe

missesyouasmuchasyoumisshim butthe

problem isthathenevercalls.

Thethirdweekthatiswhenthecryingstartsandat

thispointyoustartquestioningifyoudidsomething

wrongorifyousaidsomethingtoupsethim orifyou

weregoodenoughforhim.Andallthesequestions

makeyoucryevenmore,yourheartischatteredand

youfeellikeyoucannotlivewithouthim.Youcall

him butheneverpicksup,yousendmessages

apologizingforthingsyoudidn’tevendo,youstartto

loseappetitethenweightandotherseatalotand

gainweight.Lisaisnodifferentbutherlovefor

Bukhositurnedintoanobsession,shespendsher

daysthinkingofwaystogethim back.It’sworse

nowthatsheishome,shedoesn’teat,shestaysin



herroom tryingtocomeupwithwaytoshowhim

thatsheistheoneforhim.Hermotherhadenough

ofthatandwenttoherroom thisday.Sheknocked

buttherewasnoanswer,sheopenedthedoorand

Lisawassittingonthebedwithapillowinhand,she

lookedlostandthesmellthatcameoutofherroom

saidshehasn’tseenwaterindays.

Hermotherwentandsatonthebednexttoher.She

lookedatherbutLisadidn’tevenacknowledgeher

presence,shetouchedherhandandLisalookedatit

andsmiledalittle.ShethoughtofwhenBukhosi

wouldrandomlytouchherhandandsmileather,she

missedhim.

Lisa’smother:Yhinimntanam udeubenje,kwenzeka

ntonikuweLisa?Ndicelauthethenam mntanam

ndizobonandikuncedanjani.(ohmychildlookat

you,whatishappeningtoyouLisa?Pleasetalkto

memychildsothatIcanseehowIcanhelpyou)

Lisakeptquietandheldherpillowtight,tearsfallon

herunwashedcheeksleavingwiththelittledirttheir



weightcanhandle.

Lisa’smother:Lisamntanam ndikuzeleAndukubona

unjekundivisakabuhlungu,uphiuLisakhanyawam

londimaziyoukrelekrelethethanam undixelele

kwenzekantoningomntanam.(LisamychildIgave

birthtoyouandseeingyoulikethishurtsme,Where

isthatLisakhanyaIusedtoknow,theonewhois

smart.Talktome,tellmewhatisgoingonwithmy

child)

Lisa:MotherIlovehim andIwanthim back

Lisa’smother:Whoareyoutalkingaboutbaby.

Lisa:Bukhosimama

Lisa’smother:WhoisBukhosi?

Lisa:Theguythatbroughtmehomeafewmonths

back.

Lisa’smother:Sowhathappened?

Lisa:Thetimewhenhecameherehewantedtofind

hishalfsistersowhenhelefthewenttolookforher.

TheninthemorningIsawhiscaratAsithandile’s



houseandIgotangryandaccusedhim ofcheating

andtoldhim aboutAsithandilebeingamurderer.

Lisa’smother:Youdidwellbytellinghim thatgirl

couldhaveruinedyourrelationship.

Lisa:That’stheproblem mother,Ididn’tdowell

becauseitturnsoutthesisterhewaslookingforis

Asithandile.

Lisa’smother:Ohmychildandheleftyou.

Lisa:YesButIwanthim backmama,Iliveforhim

andIlovehim mamabuthedoesn’twanttoseethat.

Mthunzispokeashewaslisteningstandingbythe

door.

Mthunzi:ServesYourightmychild,Itoldyouthat

youhavetobethereforyourfriendbutsinceyouare

missknowitallyourefusedtolistenandnowher

brotherleftyou.IsayhedidwellbecauseIwould

havedonethesomehadIbeeninhisshoes.Youare

cruelLisamychildandIdon’tevenknowwhoyou

takeafter.



Lisa’smother:Howcanyousaythattoachildwhen

youcanclearlyseethatsheishurtingbecauseof

thatgoodfornothinggirl.

Mthunzi:Youneedtostopblamingotherpeoplefor

yourdaughtersrottenbehavior.Shedidthisandshe

mustgetherselfoutofitandfrom todayonwards

shewillgetupfrom thatbedandcleanyourselfand

thisroom.Shewilleatwithusasafamilyandshe

willbehavelikethechildthatsheisinthishouse.

Lisa’smother:Whathasthischildtoyouforyouto

pickthesideofanungratefulchildoveryourown.

Mthunzi:Iwouldrathertakethesideofanungrateful

childthanonethatisturningmyhouseina

dumpsterallforaboy.AndpleaseIdareyoutosay

anotherwordwomanandyouandyourdaughterwill

seeexactlywhoIam

Lisa’smotherkeptquietandMthunziwentout.She

wenttothekitchenandwarmedwaterforherthen

wentbacktoherdaughtersroom andpickedupthe

clothesonthefloorandputthem inthewashing



basketthenaskedLisatogetoffthebed.Shedidas

toldthem shetookoffthebeddingandchangeditto

acleanonethentookoutclothesforherandput

them inthebed.

Shethenwenttothekitchenandgotthewaterfor

hertobathandtookittoher.

Lisa’smother:EverythingisgoingtoAlrightmybaby

Ipromise.

Lisa:Iknowmotherbutwhen?

Lisa’smother:Soonbabyallyouhavetodoisgive

yourselftimetohealandforgetabouthim.

Lisa:ThatisnevergoingtohappenbecauseItold

youthatIlovehim andifyounotwillingtoaccept

thatandhelpmethengetoutofmyroom.

Lisa’smother:Lisa!(shereprimanded)

Lisa:IsaidgetoutMother

Hermotherwentoutandclosedthedoorbehindher.
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Mthatha:

AsithandilePOV

YouknowwhenyouhavebeenthroughasmuchasI

havebeenthrough,youchangeandstartseeinglife

andpeopleinadifferentlight.Mybrotherhasbeen

naggingmeforawhilenowtogoandvisitmy

grandmotherbutIhavebeenpostponing.Sothis

weekhetoldmethatifIwantedtogotoDurbanwith

thesistersIwillhavetoagreetogotoEugietosee

mygrandmother.Ihadnochoicebuttoagree

becauseIreallywanttogotoDurbanbecauseI

believethatIdeserveabreak.Butthatdoesn’tmean

am notscared,hellam terrified,mostlyofrejection



andthefearoftheunknown.Imeanifthemanthat

fatheredmecantreatmethatwayhowmuchmore

canawomanwhoonlygavebirthtomymotherdo.

Butam goingandalsoprayingforthebest.Hehas

askedfordayofffrom Wednesdaysothatwecan

goandcomebackFridaymorningthenIleavefor

Durbanintheafternoon.TodayisTuesdayand

BathandwaaskedmeoutonadatebeforeIleave,he

saysIcan’thavemysisterstakemeoutonagirls

tripbeforehedoessohistakingmeouttonightandI

don’tknowhowtotellmybrother.

BathandwaandIhavebeentalkingeveryday,oh

Bathandwa,whatcanIsay,hemakesmefeel

special,makesmelaughandmakesmeseethat

thereisstillhopeforhappinessformeoutthere.

RightnowIjustfinishedshoppingforwhattowear

tonightandnowam goinghometotalktomy

brotherandIhopeheagrees.Itookataxiandit

droppedmeoffnotfarfrom homeandIwalked

homepracticingwhattosaytomybrother.Igot

homeandhewasinthekitchen.



Asithandile:Heybrother

Bukhosi:Heybabysis,gotwhatyouneeded?

Asithandile:YesIdidandam sorryittooksolong

andthatIdidn’tcook.

Bukhosi:Asithandileinthishouseyouarenota

slavebutmysisterandIcanalsocookwhenyou

tiredorcamehomelate.

Asithandile:Okaythen,Iwantedtoaskyou

something.

Bukhosi:Okay.

Asithandile:Afriendofminewantstotakemeout

thiseveningandIwouldliketogoifit’sokaywith

you.

Bukhosi:Friendorboyfriend?

Asithandile:Ican’tsayboyfriendbecausewehave

justbeentalkingaboutschoolandstudyingtogether

attheparkandhehasn’tmadeanymove.

Bukhosi:OkayButhewillhavetocomeherebefore

takingyouanywhere.



Asithandile:Hisgoingtopickmeuphere.

Bukhosi:GoodTellhim tocomeinIwanttotalkto

him.

Asithandile:OkayIwillthankyou.

Iwenttomyroom andbutthebagsdown,thensent

amessagetoBathandwatellinghim whatmy

brothersaidandhesaidhewillcome.Butthereis

onlyoneproblem,whatifhewanttokissme,ohGod

Ihaveneverkissedaguybefore.Whatam Igoingto

do?WhatifIbitehim?Ohno!Letmegoogleit

becauseIreallydon’twanttoembarrassmyself.

Bathandwa:

Letmeintroducemyselftoyou,mynameis

BathandwaKoyanasonofthewellknown

NomthandazoKoyanawhoownsarealestate

company.MyfatherpassedawaywhenIwas14,he

gotintoacaraccidentanddiedonthescene.Am an



onlychildandIam anelectricalengineeringstudent

inFortHaredoingmysecondyear.Ibrokeupwith

mygirlfriendlastDecemberbecauseshecheatedon

me,IfoundoutwhenIwenttoherhometownin

Maclearforasurprisevisit.Ispoketoheryounger

brotherandtoldhim tokeepitasecretandmeetme

intown.Indeedhedidandtoldmethathissister

spokeaboutgoingtoEmakrwaleniwhichisthe

celebrationofwelcomingtheinitiateshome.

WewentthereandIsawherwithanotherguyandI

askedherbrotherwhoitwasbutherefusedtotell

me,soIwenttoherandboywassheshockedtosee

methere.ShetriedsayingitwasnotwhatIthink,

likeIwasthinkingitandnotseeingit.Buttheguy

confirmedthattheyhavebeentogetherfortwo

years,soIleftheartbrokenanddisappointed.ButI

havemetthemostamazinggirlattheparktheother

dayAsithandile,whatcanIsayabouther,sheis

beautifulwithanangelicfaceandpoutylips.Sheis

downtoearthandverysmart,butfrom whatIhave

gatheredshehasbeenthroughalotandthatiswhyI



haven’tmadeamoveonheryet.

Sotonightam takingheroutandam goingtoask

hertobemygirlfriendandIhopeshedoesn’ttakeit

thewrongway.Butam shitscaredofherbrother

becauseshetoldmehewantstohaveatalkwith

me,ofcourseIplayeditcoolwithher,Iwasn’tabout

totellheram scarednow.Soam goingandhopefor

thebest.MymotherknockedonthedoorandI

askedhertocomein.

Nomthandazo:LookinghandsomeMrKoyana

Bathandwa:Thankyoumother

Nomthandazo:Sowhereareyougoingdressedlike

that?

Bathandwa:Ihaveadate

Nomthandazo:Mmm SoWhoistheluckygirl?

Bathandwa:Nomotheram theluckyone,Asithandile

iseverythingIcouldaskforinawoman.

Nomthandazo:Asithandilehuh?



Bathandwa:YesMotherAsithandile

Nomthandazo:OkaytaketheAudi

Bathandwa:MotherIdon’tneedit.

Nomthandazo:Ionlywantyoutoimpressthegirl

that’sall.

Bathandwa:MamaAsithandileisnotamaterialistic

person,sheisdowntoeachandappreciativeof

whatshehas.She’skindandconsiderate.

Nomthandazo:NowIhavetomeetthisgirl.

Bathandwa:Ohyouwill.

Nomthandazo:Iwill?

Bathandwa:Whydoyousoundsurprised?

Nomthandazo:Idon’tknow,maybeit’sbecauseI

havenevermetanyofyourgirlfriends.

Bathandwa:Youwillmeetthisone.Youjusthaveto

maketimetomeetwithherandIkindofpromised

herthatyouwillhelpherwitharealestatecourse.

Nomthandazo:OhIlovethisgirlalready(shesaid

excited)tellmewhenyouguyswanttomeetandI



willclearmyday.

Bathandwa:Okaymaletmegonow.

Nomthandazo:Okaydon’tforgettoaskherwhen

she’savailableforthemeeting

Bathandwa:OkayIwon’t.

IleftthehouseanddrovetotheaddressAsithandile

sentme,Igotthereandgotoutofthecarand

lockeditthenwenttothedoorandknocked.Damn

mypalmsaresweatingnow.Herbrotheropenedthe

doorandlookedatmefrom headtotoe.Thatdidn’t

helpmysweatingatall.

Bukhosi:Youmustbethefriend

Bathandwa:Yes,MynameisBathandwa.

Bukhosi:Ididn’task.

Ohkaynowam scaredlikereallyscared,wesaton

thecouchesandhecontinuedtolookatme

intimidatingmeevenmore.

Bukhosi:SoBathandwaWhatareyourintentions



withmysister.

Okayisthisatrickquestionorwhat?Doesthisguy

wantmetotellhim thetruthorwhathewantsto

hear.GodIdon’tknowhowtoanswerhim.

Bukhosi:Thetruthwouldbenice.

Okaythisiscreepy!HowdidheknowwhatIwas

thinking.Maybehispsychic.

Bukhosi:Areyougoingtoanswermeor

not?

Bathandwa:Am sorry,yoursister...wellIlikeher,I

likeheralotandIwouldlikehertobemygirlfriendif

youapproveofcourse.

Bukhosi:AndwhyshouldIbetheonetoapprove?

Bathandwa:Becauseyouareherbrotherandyou

wanttoprotecther.

Bukhosi:Listenhere,thatinthereismysisterand

yourightIwanttoprotectherandIwilldoanything

toprotectherevenifitmeanskillingsomeone.



Bathandwa:Iunderstand.

Heleftmethereanddisappearedinthepassageand

afewminuteslatermygoddessappreared.God

tookhistimewithher,sheisbeautifulandsmarttoo.

Bathandwa:Youlookbeautiful

Asithandile:Thankyou.(shesmiled,godhersmile

iscontagious)

Bathandwa:Ready?

Asithandile:Yes

Weleftanddrovetotherestaurant,thedrivewasa

silentone,comfortablesilenceandmyheartwas

content.Wegottotherestaurantandwereshown

ourtable.Thewaitresstookourorderandleft.

Bathandwa:youreallylookbeautifultonight

Asithandile:YoualreadysaidthatbutIdon’tmind

hearingitagain.

Bathandwa:Wellwomanyouare.

Asithandile:Whyareyousweating



Bathandwa:Tobehonestyoumakemenervous.

Asithandile:pleasedon’tbe.

Bathandwa:Iwilltry.

Ourfoodarrivedandweateoverlightconversation.

Sheissosweetandkeptsmilingandlaughingatmy

sillyjokes.Godshe’sperfect.Wefinishedupand

drovetotheparkwherewefirstmet,Iwanttotell

herhowIfeelrightwhereIfirstmether.Istopped

thecarandwegotoutandsatonourbench,Iknow

it’snotourspersebutitiswherewemet.

Asithandile:Ihadagoodtimetonight.

Bathandwa:Butthenightisnotoveryet.

Asithandile:There’smore?

Bathandwa:YesAndIhopeyouwilllikeit.

Asithandile:Whatisit!

Bathandwa:AsithandileIknowthatwehaven’t

knowneachotherthatlongandIdon’twantyouto

thinkthatIwanttoplaywithoranythinglikethat.



Asithandile:WhatisgoingonBathandwa?

Bathandwa:NothingBeautifuljustwannaTellyou

howIfeel.

Asithandile:Howyoufeel?

Bathandwa:Yes,AsithandileIlikeyou,Ilikeyouso

muchthatIcan’tgoadaywithouttalkingtoyou.I

thinkaboutyoueveryminuteofeveryhour,Idon’t

wanttocallitloveyetforIdon’tknowwhatrealand

trueloveisandIwouldliketofindoutwithyou.

Pleasebemygirlfriend.

Asithandile:Ihaveneverdonethisbeforeandidon’t

knowhowitworksorhowtoact.YesIdolikeyouas

wellandIdothinkofyoueveryday.

Bathandwa:ThenLetslearntogether

Asithandile:Iwouldlikethat

Bathandwa:Youwould?

Asithandile:YesIwould.

Bathandwawentclosertoherandsealeditwitha



kiss.
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ThedayofgoingtoEugiearrivedandAsithandileis

notherselfatall,sheisworriedaboutbeingrejected

byhergrandmother.Herbrothertriedtellingherthat

theirgrandmotherisagoodpersonandislooking

forwardtomeetingher.Thatdidn’thelpmuch

becauseasweknowthatshehastrustissuesnow

andthepeoplethathurtherthemostwerefamilyso

it’sunderstandable.Howevershecouldn’twaitfor

FridaysothattheycangotoDurbanwithZodwaand

Ncebakazi.Theyhavefinishedpackingafewthings

andnowtheyareinMthathabuyinggroceriesfor

theirgrandmother.Weknowthatwhenyougoingto

visithomeonedoesn’tcomeemptyhanded,Bukhosi



waspushingthetrolleywhileAsithandilewas

puttingthingsin.Lisaappearedoutofnowhere.

Lisa:Heyguys

Asithandile:Lisa

Lisa:Heybabe(Bukhosididn’tbothertoanswer)

Lisa:Sowhyareyoubuyingsomanygroceries?I

meanbecauseit’sjustthetwoofyouatthehouse.

(silence)

Lisa:Guysam tryingheretheleastyoucandois

meetmehalfway.

Bukhosi:Sisdoweneedanythingelse?

Asithandile:Idon’tthinkso.

Bukhosi:ThenLetsgopay(hepushedthetrolley

andLisastoodinfrontofhim.

Lisa:Asithandileit’syourfaultthatmybabyandIare

nottogethertheleastyoucandoistalktohim to

takemeback.

Bukhosi:DidInottellyoutoleavemysisteralone?

Lisa:Butbabysheisthereasonwenottogetherand



ifshewasagoodfriendshewouldatleasthelpus

getbacktogether.

Bukhosi:Youneedhelp(hepushedherasideand

walkedaway)

ThiswholethingfueledLisa’sangertowards

Asithandileasweknowthatshewillneverbeangry

atBukhosi,butsheseesAsithandileasathreatthat

needstoberemovedandshewasmorethanwilling

todoso.

Asithandileandherbrotherpaidanddroveoff

headingtoEugie,thedistancefrom Mthathaisonly

45minutes.Sothedrivewasn’tthatlong.Theygot

toEugieandBukhosiwasshowingAsithandile

placesandtheschoolshewentto.Theyfinally

arrivedattheirgrandmothershouseandshewas

sittingatherfavoriteplaceunderthepeachtree.

Bukhosidroveinandparked,hegotoutandwentto

hissisterssideandopenedforher.Theywalkedto

wheretheirgrandmotherwassitting.

Bukhosi:Molomama(hellomother)



Nosakhele:Molomntanam unjani?(hellomychild

howareyou?)

Bukhosi:Ndiyaphilanam mama(Iam wellmother)

Nosakhele:Uyaphilanawekentombi?(howareyou

mygirl?)

Asithandile:NdiyaphilaMakhuluakhonto(Iam well

grandmother)

Nosakhele:NgubanikeloBukhosi?(Whoisthis

Bukhosi?)

Bukhosi:lomamangumzukulwanawakho

uAsithandile(thismotherisyourgranddaughter

Asithandile)

Nosakhele:Ohyhiniumntanawomntanam (ohmy

grandchild,shegotupandhuggedhersniffingon

hershouldersandAsithandileknewshewascrying)

Asithandile:SukhalakalokuMakhulundilaphangoku

(don’tcrygrandmotheram herenow)

Nosakhele:IthoughtIwasgoingtodiewithout

seeingyoumychild.



Asithandile:Am herenowgrandmother

Nosakhele:YouknowwhenyourmotherleftI

thoughtshewasgoingtocomehomenowandthen

tovisitusbutsheneverdid.Evenwhenshehadyou

Ibeggedhertobringyouhereformetoseeyoubut

sherefused.

Asithandile:It’sokaygrandmawehavefoundeach

othernow.

Nosakhele:Yeswehaveandam gladthatmy

grandchildrenarebothhere.Iwillsleeplikeababy

tonight.

Asithandile:MetoobutIhavetobehonestwas

scaredtocomehere.

Nosakhele:Iheardwhatyouhavebeenthroughfrom

yourbrotherandIdon’tblameyouforbeingscared

mychildyouhavebeenthroughenough.

Asithandile:YesIhave.

Nosakhele:Isthisonetreatingyouwell?Becauseif

hedoesn’tyoujusttellmenowsothatIcansorthim

out.



Bukhosi:Mother!

Nosakhele:Ewenangokuawukhomdala

ubandingakubethi(YesAndyounottoooldtogeta

beating)

Asithandile:hahahhayiMakhuluundiphethe

okweqandaubhutiumkhulisekakuhle(not

grandmotherheistreatingmelikeanegg,you

raisedhim well)

Nosakhele:Hayindiyavuya(thenam happy)

BukhosileftAsithandileandhergrandmothertalking

andhewentandtookoutthegroceriesfrom thecar

andputthem inthehousethenpackthem away

accordingly.

Bathandwa:

BathandwasentamessagetoAsithandileasking

herifshearrivedsafeathomeandshereplied

sayingyesandthatshewastalkingtoher



grandmotherbutshemisseshim.Hewassmiling

likearetardtakingjuicefrom thefridgeandchips

goingtothetilltopayforthem buthewasstill

standinglookingathisphone.Hekeepreadingthe

messageandsmilingonhisown.

Voice:Bathandwa(heturnedtolookandhisfacial

expressionchanged)

Bathandwa:YintoniLindiwe?(whatisitLindiwe)

Lindiwe:Nothingam justgreeting.

Bathandwa:Okaythen,hi(heturnedaroundand

startedwalking)

Lindiwe:Bathandwandiyaxolisangentoendakwenza

yona(Bathandwaam sorryforwhatIdidtoyou)

Bathandwa:It’slongforgotten(hekeptwalkingand

Lindiwewaswalkingbehindhim)

Lindiwe:Bendicelasithethetorhondiyakucela(Can

wetalkplease?)

Bathandwa:Ihavenothingtosaytoyou(hepaidfor

histhingandgotout.Lindiwefollowedhim)

Lindiwe:NdisakuthandaBathandwa(Istillloveyou



Bathandwa)

Bathandwa:Goodforyou.

Lindiwe:Bathandwandithethainyani,ndiyakuthanda

kwayendazibonaimpazamozam ndicelasiphinde

sizame(Bathandwaam tellingyouthetruthIlove

youandIhaveseenmymistakesandIwantustotry

again)

Bathandwa:Iwouldn’tdream ofdoingthat,you

knowwhy?

Lindiwe:Why?(sheaskedinalowvoice)

Bathandwa:BecauseIhavefoundsomeonewho

doesn’ttellmeshelovesmebutshowsmewithher

actionsandIwillneverlosethatformerewordsthat

betrayedmebefore.NowifyouwillexcusemeI

haveagirlfriendtogetto.

Hegottohiscaranddroveoff.Hewenttothepark

whereheandAsithandilemet,hesatthenopened

hischipsanddialedAsithandileandshepickedup.



Convo:

Bathandwa:Baby

Asithandile:YesBabe

Bathandwa:Pleasemakemefeelbetter

Asithandile:What’swrongbabe?

Bathandwa:Justmetmyexatsparafewminutes

agoaskingmetotakeherbackandthatsheloves

me.

Asithandile:Sowhatdidyousaytoher?

Bathandwa:ItoldherthatIhavethemostamazing

girlfriendinworldwhotreatsmerightandIwouldn’t

dream ofgettingbackwithher.

Asithandile:WOW Babe

Bathandwa:IloveyouAsithandile,Iknowit’stoo

earlyforthosewordsbutIdo,todayafterIsawthat

girlIrealizedthatIwouldn’ttradeyouforanyone

andthatyoumeanalottome.

Asithandile:YoumeanIlottometoomychocolate



man,nowcheerupandknowthatIloveyoutooand

am thinkingofyou.

Bathandwa:ThanksBabe,doyouknowwhereIam

now.

Asithandile:Nowhere?

Bathandwa:Guess

Asithandile:Notellme.

Bathandwa:Noguess

Asithandile:Atourspot

Bathandwa:YesBecauseam thinkingofyou.

Asithandile:That’ssosweetbabe.

Bathandwa:Iwanttoseeyoubeforeyouleavefor

DurbanOkay.

Asithandile:Okaythat’sfine.

Bathandwa:Byenow,Iloveyou.

Asithandile:Metoo

Bathandwa:Youtoowhat?

Asithandile:Iloveyoutoo



Bathandwa:Okaybye

Hedroppedcalledandlookedathisphonesmiling.

Hisheartwascontent.

Bathandwa:IloveAsithandileandIwillbedamnedif

IletthelikesofabocheatingLindiwetoruinthisfor

me.Mymothertaughtmetoalwaysbehonestwith

awomannomatterhowhardtotruthisandam

willingtodothatforAsithandile.Iwillnever

decoratethatbeautifulfaceofherswithtearsorfill

herearswithlies.Ilovehertoomuchtodothat.
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It’sFridayandAsithandileandherbrotherjustcame

backfrom seeingtheirgrandmother.Asithandile

wasgettingreadytogomeetupwithBathandwa

beforegoingtotheofficetomeetupwiththesisters

sothattheycangofortheirtripinDurbanwhichshe

wasexcitedabout.Shegotahangofthiskissing

thingandisnowenjoyingitsomuch.Evennowshe

couldn’twaittogettotheparkandgetonefrom her

love.Sheworejeansandacroptopthathadlong

sleevesandsneakers.Sheworeacaponherhead

becauseitwaswindyoutsidesoshedidn’twantto

strugglewithhercurlyhair.Shewenttoherbrother

andtoldhim thatshewasgoingtomeetupwith

Bathandwaandhetoldhernottobelongsothathe

cangodropheroff.

Sheleftandwalkedtothepark.Shesawacarnot

farfrom theirspotbutnosignofBathandwa.She

decidedtocallhim andfindoutwhereheisbecause

shehadnotimetowaitasshehadtobeatthe

companyin30minutes.Hepickedup.



Bathandwa:Baby

Asithandile:HeyBabe,whereareyou?

Bathandwa:Atourspot.

Asithandile:Idon’tseeyou.

Bathandwa:Howareyougoingtoseemewhenyou

standingsofar.

Asithandile:OkaywhereareyousittingbecauseI

don’tseeyou.

Bathandwa:Inthecarnowcome.(hedroppedthe

callandAsithandilewentcloser)

Bathandwagotoutofthecarandmetheroutside

andtheyhugged.

Bathandwa:Imissedyou(hewhisperedinherear)

Asithandile:Imissedyoutoo(shewhisperedback)

theyletgoofeachother.

Bathandwa:Iwantyoutomeetsomeoneandplease

don’tbescareokay.



Asithandile:Whoam Imeeting?(hedidn’tanswer,

hejustwenttothebackdoorandopeneditanda

womancameout)

Bathandwa:Asithandilemylovemeetmymother

NomthandazomameetmywifeAsithandile.

Asithandile:Nicetomeetyouma.

Nomthandazo:Nicetomeetyoutwomybabyand

am sorrytomeetyoulikethisbutIheardthatyou

aregoingawayandIhadplannedonusmeeting

overtheweekendbutsinceyounotgoingtobehere

Ithoughtletmemeetyounowandwecanhave

lunchwhenyoucomeback.

Bathandwa:Hayimamauyamoyikisayhiniwatsho

ngespeecheendaweniyozaziza(nomotheryouare

scaringher,whyareyougivingaspeechinsteadof

introducingyourself)

Nomthandazo:NomanBathandwa,am justnervous.

Bathandwa:HowDoyouthinkshefeelsbecauseI

didn’ttellheraboutthis.



Nomthandazo:OkaySorry,nanaAm Nomthandazo

Bathandwa’sMotherAndyourmotherinlaw.

Bathandwa:Hayimamauyabaxa(nomotheryouare

exaggerating)

Nomthandazo:Youalsointroducedherasyourwife.

Bathandwa:Okaymama.

Asithandile:It’sapleasuretomeetyoumother.

Nomthandazo:Pleasureisallminedear,please

comeforlunchwhenyoucomeback.

Asithandile:Iwillma

LisawaslookingatthisasshefollowedAsithandile

from thehouseandwhenBathandwahuggedher

sheputtwoandtwotogetherandfigureditout.She

wentclosertothem.

Lisa:HeyAsithandile

Asithandile:Lisa.

Bathandwa:BabeWhoisthis?



Lisa:Ohletmeintroducemyself,mynameis

LisakhanyabutmyfriendscallmeLisa.

Bathandwa:Nicetomeetyouam Bathandwa

Asithandile’sboyfriendandthisismymother.

Lisa:OhNicetomeetyoumah(shesaidgoingto

standbyherside)

Nomthandazo:It’sapleasuretomeetyoutoo.

Lisa:Asithandiledidyoutellyourmotherinlawthat

youmurderedyourparents?

Nomthandazo:SheWhat?

Lisa:Am sorryIdidn’tknowthatshedidn’ttellyou.

Nomthandazo:TellmeWhatareyoutalkingabout?

Asithandile’stearsfellasshelookedatLisagoing

onaboutherbeingamurderer.Shedidn’ttell

Bathandwayetaboutwhathadhappenedindetail

butshedidtellhim thatshehasbeenthroughalot

andthatwhenshe’sreadyshewilltellhim.

Lisa:Am sorrymahbutIwillletyourdaughterinlaw



tellyou.

Bathandwa:Pleaseleave

Lisa:Areyoutalkingtome?

Bathandwa:Whoelsecamehereuninvited?

Lisa:Iam tryingtosaveyoufrom beingkilledand

youchasingmeaway?

Bathandwa:Ntombazanandithehamba!(girlIsaid

leave)

Lisa:Mamaxaunyanawakhoebhubhileungathi

zangendikulumkisa(motherwhenyoursondies

don’tsayIdidn’twarnyou,shewalkedaway.)

Nomthandazo:BathandwaWhatisthis?

Bathandwa:Idon’tknowmother.

Nomthandazo:Asithandile?

Asithandile:Am sorryMathertomeetyoulikethis

andIam sorryforLisa’sbehavior,itwas

disrespectful.Bathandwaam sorry.Ihavetoleave

now.Takecare.



SheleftBathandwaandhismotherstandingthere

andrantothehouse,shecouldn’tevenseeproperly

asshehadtearsinhereyesthatcausedhervision

tobeblurry.Shecrossedtheroadwithoutlooking

andheardahooterofacarthatsoundedveryclose.

Sheclosedhereyesandwaitedforimpactbutnone

occurred,thedriverbrakedrightinfrontofher.He

gotoutandwenttoher,shewasstillstandingthere

frozenwithhereyesclosed.

Man:HeyHeyheydon’tcry,youAlrightnowplease

openyoureyes(shedidandlookedatthegod

standinginfrontofherthenlookedatthecarwhich

wasinchesawayfrom her.

Shestartedshakingandtearsfalling.Theguy

huggedherbutshedidn’thughim backshewas

shocked.

Man:Pleasetellmewhereyoufrom sothatIcan

takeyouhome.

Asithandile:Am fineIwillmanage.

Man:Iwillnotleaveyoulikethis,pleaseletmetake



youhome.

Asithandile:Myhouseisnotfarit’sjustthathousein

thecorner.

Man:ThenPleasegetinthecarandletmetakeyou.

Iwanttomakesureyouareokay.(shenodded)

Themanopenedthedoorforherandshegotin.The

mangotinaswellanddrovetothehouse,hegotout

andwenttothedoorandknocked.Bukhosiopened.

Bukhosi:Sure

Man:surebra

Bukhosi:HowcanIhelpyou?

Man:Ihaveagirlinthecarthatsaidsheliveshere.

(Bukhosipushedhim asideandwentrunningtothe

car,helookedonthepassengerseatbuttherewas

noone,hewenttothebackandopenedthedoor

andsawadisturbedAsithandilesittingthere.

Bukhosi:Comebabysis,yourbrotherishere.

Asithandilelookedathim andgotoutofthecarand



huggedherbrothercrying.Bukhosikeptrubbingher

backtellingherit’sokay,shefinallycalm downand

theywalkedtothedoorwherehelefttheman.

Bukhosi:Canyoucomeinandtellmewhat

happenedtomysister.

Man:Noproblem (theywentinsideandAsithandile

wenttoherroom whileBukhosisatinfrontwiththe

guy)

Bukhosi:PleaseTellmewhathappened?

Man:Okayletmefirstintroducemyself,mynameis

VusiNtobo.Iwasdrivinggoingtotheshopswhen

yoursisterranintotheroadwithoutlooking,Irang

thehooterandshejustfrozeandstoodthere.SoI

brakedbeforehittingherandbroughtherhere.

Bukhosi:Whichdirectionwasshecomingfrom.

Vusi:Thepark.

Bukhosi:Thankyouforbringingherhome.Myname

isBukhosiherbrother.

Vusi:Pleasuretomeetyou,letmegetgoingnow.

Bukhosi:OkayIwillwalkyouout(hewalkedhim to



thedoor)thanksagain.

Vusi:It’sapleasure,canIcomecheckonhermaybe

nextweekjusttoseeifshe’sokay.

Bukhosi:Notaproblem.(heleftandBukhosiclose

thedoorandwenttohersistersroom)

Bukhosi:Babysispleasetellmewhathappened.

Asithandile:Am Okayletsgonow.

Bukhosi:Asithandileyouarenotleavingthishouse

withouttellingwhathappenedthatmadeyourunlike

amadwomannotevenseeingcars.

Asithandile:BrotherLisa....(shetoldhim everything

thathadhappened)

Bukhosi:Doyoustillwanttogooryouwanttostay

home?

Asithandile:Goingawaywilldomesomegoodso

let’sgo.

Bukhosi:Okaycome(theygotoutandBukhosi

drovehertothecompany.Thesisterswerealready



waiting,hesaidhisgoodbyestohissistersand

droveoff)

Bukhosi:Lisayouhavegonetoofarnow,Idon’tbeat

womenbutIknowsomeonewhowilltakeyouaway

from here.(madeacalltoafriendofhisfrom

varsitytheycalledhim sticks)

Voice:Mbuzeni

Bukhosi:It’sBukhosinow,howareyouman?

Sticks:Am goodman,longtime.

Bukhosi:Indeed,doyoustillhavethatbusinessof

yours.

Stick:Yesit’sgrownnowIevenrunjoburg.

Bukhosi:Ineedyoutotakesomeoneoffmyhands.

Sticks:Sendapickandmyguyswillfindhim.

Bukhosi:It’saher

Sticks:Evenbetternowsend.

BukhosidroppedthecallandsentsticksLisapicture.



Bukhosi:IdidwarnyouLisathatIwilldoanythingto

protectmysister.Shewillnotbeabusedwhileshe

hasabrothertoprotecther.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

Insert27

Atthepark:

Bathandwawasleftwithhismother,hestoodthere

regrettingnotfollowingAsithandilesothattheycan

talkbuthewasstillshockedbywhathappenedthat

hefroze.Hismotherwaslookingathim with

questioningeyes.

Nomthandazo:Bathandwawhatjusthappenedhere?

Bathandwa:MamaIdon’tknow.



Nomthandazo:Doyoubelievethatgirl?

Bathandwa:NoIdon’tam justshockedbywhatshe

said.

Nomthandazo:Didn’tyouseethepainwritteninthe

eyesofthatpoorgirl?

Bathandwa:Ididn’tnoticemamaIwasshocked.

Nomthandazo:Doyouthinkshewastellingthetruth?

Bathandwa:MamawhenyoulookedatAsithandile

didyouseeeviloramurderer?

Nomthandazo:Nobutmaybeitwasselfdefense.

Bathandwa:Mamapleasejustgo

Nomthandazo:Andwenauzoyaphi(andwherewill

yougo?)

Bathandwa:Ijustneedtothinkpleaseleave(his

mothergotintothecaranddroveoff)

Bathandwawasleftsittingattheirspotinthepark,

hethoughtofwhatLisasaidandthelookon

Asithandile’sface.Hedecidedtocallherbuther



phonewasoff,hesentheramessagethatreadslike

this.

Mylove,Am sorrythatwedidn’tgettotalkabout

whathappened.Am sorryIfailedtoseehowhurt

youwere,Iwasblindedbymyshock.Pleaseget

backtomemylovesothatwecantalk.

Iloveyou

Hesentthemessageandsatthereforabout30

minutesandhetriedAsithandileagainbutstillher

phonewasoff.Hewasgoingoutofhismindnot

knowingwhatwillhappentotheirrelationshipnow,

hedidn’tcarethatAsithandilewasaccusedof

murderallthathewantedwastobewithher.He

neededtohearhervoicejusttohearthatshewas

okay,heneededforhertotellhim thattheyarestill

together.Hetriedherphoneagainbutitwasstilloff,

hesentanothermessageagain.



Mylove,pleasegetbacktome,am goingoutofmy

mindhere.PleasebabeforgivemeifIhavedoneyou

wrong.ShocktookoverandIcouldn’treactintime,

pleaseforgivememyloveplease.Ineedyou

Asithandile.

Iloveyousosomuch.

Hesentthemessagethentriedherphoneagainbut

itwasstilloff.Hesatonthatbenchandtearsjust

flewoutofhiseyes,hedidn’tevenbothertowipe

them.Hewashurtandhedidn’tknowhowtofixit.

Whilehewassittingthereanoldwomanwalking

withastickcametowardsthebenchhewassitting

on,shewantedtositnexttohim butwasstruggling

likeshehadpainsanddifficultysitting.Hestoodup

andtookhercaneandoutitasidethenpickedher

upandplacedhercarefullyonthebench.

Oldwoman:Ndiyabulelamzukulwana(thankyou

grandson)



Bathandwa:KulungileMakhulu(it’salright

grandmother)

Theysattheretogetherwatchingthesunset,which

wasanotherthingthatremindedBathandwaof

Asithandile.Hecouldn’tholdthetearsastheycame

outfreely.Thegrandmotherlookedathim andfelt

sorryforhim.

Oldwoman:Youdoknowthatwhenloveispureitis

notofthisworld.

Bathandwa:Whatareyoutalkingaboutgrandmother?

Oldwoman:Am sayingthattheonewhogavepure

lovethathealsabrokensoulisblessedbytheGods.

Thereisnomistakemadeherealliswell,however

onewiththeheartofperseverance,courageand

wisdom willwinthebattle.Sowhichoneareyou.

Bathandwa:Idon’tunderstandgrandmother.

Oldwoman:Youdonotunderstandbecauseyou

heartisfilledwithpainandregret.Youdidnoone

wrongson.ButrememberwhatIsaid.



Theywerebothlookingforwardasthesunset,he

turnedtolookinhissideandtherewasnosignof

theoldwomanbuthercanewasstilltherehetookit

andstooduptolookforthewomanbuthecouldn’t

seeher.Hethoughthewasseeingthingsashetook

thestickandwenttoabarandstarteddrinking.

Mindyouhehasnevertouchedstrongalcohol

beforejustlightthingslikewineandchampagnebut

whenhegottothebarheorderedwhiskeyand

askedthebartendertokeepthem coming.

StickspeoplefoundLisaspayingonBukhosi’s

houseandwasinjectedwithsomethinganditwas

lightsoutforher.Theyputherinthecarattheback

seatanddriveoff.Theygottothetheairportandthe

jetwasreadywithStickshimselfinthere,heasked

them tobringherinandtheydidastold.Helooked

atherdarkskinastheybroughtinanunconscious

Lisa,heaskedthem toputthem onthebedthatwas

inthejetandtheydid.Hestoodupastheycameout

andwenttotheroom,helookedatLisaforawhile

caressinghercheeks.Hethentookouthisphone



andmadeacalltoBukhosiandhepickedup

immediately.

Convo:

Sticks:Yougotmeablackstoneshiningwithbeauty.

Bukhosi:Abeautyindeed.

Sticks:Whatarehersins?

Bukhosi:Shegotmysistereatingwithpipeshere

notoncebutmultipletimes.

Sticks:StubbornIlike.Nowtellmedidyoutapthat?

Bukhosi:Nahitwasstillearlyforthatthenshe

startedherthingsandItookacorner.

Sticks:Hahayouneverdidliketrouble.Letmeleave

youthen.

Bukhosi:Thanksman.

Sticks:Nothankyoufortheblackstonelikethe

onesfrom from theZambianmines.



Bukhosi:SureNtwana.

HedroppedthecallandwenttositnexttoLisa

caressinghercheeks.Thejourneytojoburgwasnot

longandtheyarrived,whenhegotthereacarwas

waitingforhim andthedrivercameout.

Driver:Boss

Sticks:Sure

Driver:Thisonegoingtohillbrow(heaskedreferring

toLisawhowascarriedbyhisotherguys)

Sticks:Nothisoneismine,takemetomyhouse.

Driver:Sureboss.

TheygotintothecarandtheguysplacedLisainthe

backseat.Thedriverstartedthecaranddroveto

StickshouseinRandburg.Theygotthereandthe

guystookLisainandStickswentandpoured

himselfaglassofsingle-maltwhiskeythe12year

old.Hethenwenttothebedroom Lisawasinand

shewasawakelookingaround.

Sticks:Goodyouareawake.



Lisa:Wheream I?

Sticks:Joburg

Lisa:What?HowdidIgethere?Whoareyou?Did

youkidnapme?OhmyGod!OhmyGod!

Sticks:Willyoushutup!

HistonescaredLisaandshekeptquietimmediately.

Sticks:TheycallmeSticksandnoIdidn’tkidnapyou

Ibroughtyouheretobemine.

Lisa:Whydoyoumeantobeyours?

Sticks:Imeanyouwillbemywoman.

Lisa:Iwillneverdothat!Nowtakemebackwhere

youtookmefrom.

Sticks:Whatmakesyouthinkyouhaveachoice?

Lisa:Isayso!Am oldenoughtomakemyown

decisions.

Sticks:Goodnowhereareyouroptions1youagree

tobemineandIsendyoutoschoolandlivelikea

queen2youworkformeinmystripcluborinmy

brothelinhillbrowandmakememoney.



Lisa:Iwouldratherworkthanbeyourwoman.

Sticks:Okaysuityourself(hestoodupandwalked

tothedoorbutheturnedandlookedbacktoLisa)

Sticks:OhIforgottomentionthatyouwillbe

workingasaprostitutebringingmemoneyfrom the

bigdogs.Youwillbringmealotofmoneybecause

youstillpure.(hethenleftandclosedthedoor

behindhim)

Lisawasleftsittingonthebedthinkingaboutwhat

Stickssaid,shedidn’twanttobeprostituteandshe

didn’twanttobewithSticksaswell.Allshewanted

wastobewithBukhosi,whenthenamecrossedher

mindshethoughtofthewordsofherfatherwhenhe

said‘Iwillratherhaveanungratefulmurdererasa

childthan,adisrespectfulchildwhoonlythinksof

boys.Shecriedherselftosleepthinkingofhowshe

lefthomewhenshewenttoMthatha.Herfatherwas

forcinghertobeachildandbehavelikeoneinhis

house.HewantedhertoforgetBukhosibutshe

didn’twanttohearanyofitandtoldherfatherthat



shewillliveherlifehowsheseesfit.Shethentook

herclothesandwenttoMthathatoherfriendfrom

school.Herfathertoldherthatifsheleaveshome

shemightaswellforgetthatshehasahomeor

parentsandsheansweredwith‘I’drathernothave

parentsthanloseBukhosi’andsheleft.

Nowsheregretsallthatshesaidtoherfather,she

wonderedwhoshewillturntoforhelpinjoburg

becauseshedidn’tknowanyoneandshehadto

makeadecisiononwhichoftheconditionsshewill

take.Shewashurtandhelpless,shewenttosleep

crying.
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AsithandilePOV



Durbanisabeautifulplacetobe,Yesithasplace

thatarenotsogoodlookingandalsothosethatare

thebestlikeanyothertown.OnFridaywhenwegot

herewefreshenedupandwenttoEyadiniinMlazi

location,nowthevibethereisgreatifyouare

someonewhodrinksalcoholandenjoysbeing

aroundalotofpeople.Formemysistersmadeit

memorableforme,onSaturdaywewentto

PietermaritzburgandImustsayIenjoyedbeing

there,it’saquietlittletownnottoodiffidentfrom

Eugiewithgreengrassandfreshair.Wentwentto

thewaterfallandwentsailingonaboat,ourlaststop

wasthecasinoaftercomingbackfrom thehorse

racecourse.Whichweweretaughthowtofire

horsesandIenjoyedthatverymuch.

Todayisthelastdayofourtripandam dreading

goingbackhomebecauseodon’tknowifIstillhave

myotherhalfthereornot.SowhenImetupwiththe

sistersonFridayItoldthem Iwasnotokayandjust

toldthem it’sboyfriendissuessowealldecidedon



nophonesuntilwelandbackinMthathaandImust

sayitworkedbecauseIwouldbeworriedandkeep

checkingonittoseeifhehasn’tsentamessageor

called.Sotodaywearegoingtodosomereal

shoppingasNcebakaziputitandam excitedabout

that.Ienjoyedbeinginalotofplacesherelike

Mhlangarocks,kwaMashuanduMlaziButIdidn’t

enjoythetrafficinPainetown,Durbanpeoplethat

pleaselooksmessyandhasalotofpeopleandit’s

trafficisanightmarewithallthetaxisthere.

Ncebakazi:Girlsletsgo,shoppingwaitafornoone.

(sheyelledfrom outsidemyroom)

Asithandile:ArewecomingbackhereorshouldI

takeeverythingthatbelongstome?(Iyelledbeck

from inside)

Ncebakazi:Takeeverythingwearegoingstraightto

theairportaftershopping.

Asithandile:Okaycoming.

IpackedtheclothesIwaswearingthepasttwodays,

wepassedbygatewaysfrom theairporttogetafew



thingsandNcebakazisaidthebigshoppingistoday.

Iwasdoneandmetthem atthereception,we

checkedoutandwenttothecarNcebakazihired

andwedroveofftogateway.

Zodwa:Sobigsis,whenareyougivingthemystery

guyachance.

Ncebakazi:Theoneweweretalkingaboutonthe

plane?

Asithandile:Comeonsisyouknowthatistheonly

guyyouhavebeentalkingabout.Sowhenareyou

givinghim achance?

Ncebakazi:ZodwaIhaveneverseenyouwithaman

yetyouencouragemetogooutwithone.

Zodwa:That’sBecauseyoudidn’tstayhomelong

enoughtoseemewithone.

Ncebakazi:Ihavebeensuchabadbigsister

Zodwa:It’sokaywearetogethernowsowecan

makeupforlosttimeandIdohaveamanIhave

beendatingforthepast3months.

Asithandile:Tellyouwhat,howaboutweorganizea



datewithallourmetsothatwecanintroducethem

allatonce.ThatisifIstillhaveamanwhenIget

back.

Ncebakazi:Greatideaandam sureyoustillhaveone.

Zodwa:Great!Am inandsurehewon’tmind.

Wegottogatewayandstartedataboutiquetoshop

fordressesforourdate,thenwenttoalingerieshop

andboughtafew,thencasualwearandshoes.We

wenttoeatthem checkedinforourflightwhichwas

leavingat7intheeveningsowewentback

shoppingformakeupandgoingonasparanddoing

ournailsitwasfunandIgottoforgetaboutLisaand

Bathandwaforawhile.

Bathandwa:

Iwokeupwiththeedgetopureandspringoutof

bedintothebathroom andpukedmyintestinesout

thenflushedandbrushedmyteeth.Godmyhead



hurtslikesomeoneissittingonmyshoulders

hammeringawayonmyhead.HowdidIevenget

homelastnight,damnIhavebeendrinkingsince

Fridayandam nevertouchingalcoholagain.Isaid

onmybedwithmyfaceburiedinmyhandslistening

tothepaininmyheadwhenmymotherbudgedin.

Nomthandazo:Ndizeleinxilangokuintoesela

ususelangolwesihlanuukuyotshongecawa.(DidI

givebirthtoadrunkardthatdrinksfrom Fridayto

Sunday)godtheshoutingismakingmyheadworse.

Bathandwa:NomaIjustwantedtoforgetforawhile.

Nomthandazo:Didthedrinkinghelp?

Bathandwa:Nomaitmadeitworse

Nomthandazo:ServesYouright!Nowshowerand

comeeatbreakfastweneedtotalk.

Bathandwa:IwashopingIcansleepalittle.

Nomthandazo:Notinmyhouseyouwon’tnow

showerandcomedownstairssothatmam Lidiacan

cleanthisroom (mam Lidiaisourhelper)

Bathandwa:Yesmam (Iknowbetterthantoargue



withmymom becausethatwomancanslapyouso

hardyouwillseestars)

Iwenttotheshowerandshoweredthencameout

lotionandworemysweatpants,vestandsomepush

inthenwenttothekitchen.Shewasmaking

breakfastandasatonthehighchair.

Nomthandazo:Heredrinkthisitwillhelpwiththe

hangover(Idrankthishorriblytastingconcoction

butIdarenotsayanything)

Nomthandazo:NowTellmewheredidyougetthe

caneyoucamewithonFridaynight?

Bathandwa:Acane?(shetookitoutfrom the

cupboardthatweputbroomsandmopsinandoutit

onthecounterandit’stheonethatoldwomangave

me)

Bathandwa:Ohthatcane

Nomthandazo:Yesthiscane!Nowtalk

Bathandwa:Youwon’tbelievemeevenifItellyou.

Nomthandazo:Tryme!



Bathandwa:Okay,whenyouleftmeattheparkon

Fridayanoldwomancametomewalkingwiththat

can,shestruggledseatingonthebenchandsoI

helpedher.Thenshespokeaboutpeoplewiththe

heatofperseverancewiningandallthatbutIwasn’t

payingattentionbecauseIwashurtingthenextthing

whenIlookedonmysideshewasgoneandleftthat

cane.

Nomthandazo:Whatdidshelooklike?(whydoes

mymotherlooklikesheisabouttocry)

Bathandwa:Shewasoldandshorterthanyou,she

lookedlikehershewaslimpingabitandhadona

redcheckedscarfandwalkingwiththatcane.

Nomthandazo:Ohyhiniumamaundijongeleumtana

engaphakwengcwaba(ohmyMotherislooking

aftermychildfrom beyondthegrave)thatwasmy

motheryousaw,yourgrandmother,shediedafew

weeksaftershedidahipoperationthatcausedher

tolimpandhavedifficultybendingorsittingonher

own.Thatscarfistheoneshewasburiedwith,it

washerfavorite.



Mymotherwasnowcryingandam comfortingher.I

don’tknowifseeingmydeadgrandmotherisagood

thingornotbutitseemstohavemovedmymother.

Idon’trememberhermuchbecauseIwasyoung

whenshediedbutIguessshewantedmetoknow

her.Mymothercalmeddownandfishedbreakfast,

weateandItookmyphoneandtriedAsithandilebut

itwasstilloff.IsentheramessageagainlikeIhave

beendoingallweekend.Ihopeshegivesmeanother

chance.

It’sshortbutIwillwriteanotherlateron.
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CapeTown

Nosiyamcelalefthomeafterherdaughtersleftfor

Durban,shepackedherthingsandleftforCape

Towntofinalizethebusinessshehaswiththe

doctor.Nkosibuthedidn’tevenbotheraskingwhere

sheisgoingandshedidn’tcaretoexplain.Shehas

beenworkingallweekendsortingoutthecontract

andmeetingwiththelawyers.Sotodaytheyare

signingthecontractbeforeshegoesbackto

Mthatha.Shefreshenedupanddroveofftoa

meetingwiththedoctoratVidaecafeinwaterfront.

Shegottotheplaceandparkedhercar,shespotted

thedoctoralreadyatthetable.Shewenttoherand

tookaseatinfrontofherinthetable.

Nosiyamcela:Sorrytokeepyouwaiting.

Doc:Notaproblem Ijustarrivedmyself,Ihave

orderedmyselfcupofcoffeeyoucanorderyourself

somethingaswell.

Nosiyamcelasignaledforthewaitresswithherhand

andshecametotheirtable.Sheorderedacupof



coffeeandamuffinandthewaitresswentaway.

Nosiyamcela:Doyouhavethecontract?

Doc:YesIdo,butyouhavetodoonemorethingto

proveyourselfafteryouhavesigned.

Nosiyamcela:Whatwillthatbe?

Doc:Ihaveapatientthatneedsakidneyandanother

onethatneedsaheartsoIwantyoutogetthem for

me.

Nosiyamcela:Notaproblem.

Doc:Hereisthecontractthen.

Nosiyamcelatookthecontractandlookedthroughit

checkingfortheclauseshewantedtobeincluded

andindeeditwasthere.Shewasmorethanhappyto

signitandthedoctorsignedaswell.Shethengave

heracopywhileshetooktheoriginal.

Doc:Nowallyouhavetodoisdeliveronthisthen

weareinbusiness.

Nosiyamcela:Youwillhavethemerchandisebefore

theendoftheweek.



Doc:Iwillhavetheproperequipmenttohandleit

deliveredtothewarehousesothatyoucangetitto

yourcontract.Idon’twantthemerchandisegetting

damaged.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tworryitwon’t.

Doc:OkayIhavetogonow.

Nosiyamcela:Letmewalkoutwithyou.

TheywalkedouttogetherandNosiyamcelagotinto

hercarwhilethedoctordroveoff.Shemadeacallto

hercontact,itrangafewtimesandhepickedup.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:Ihavesealedthedealandwearein

business.

Voice:Howmucham Igetting?

Nosiyamcela:Sinceam getting50%Iwillgiveyou

15%ofmyshare.



Voice:AlrightThatsoundsgoodtome.

Nosiyamcela:Good,Ineedaheartandkidneybefore

theendoftheweek.

Voice:Thatcanbearranged.

Nosiyamcela:GoodIwillsendyoutheproper

equipmenttohandleeverythingwhenIgethome.

Voice:Iwillwaittohearfrom you,solongIwillbe

lookingforthetarget.

Nosiyamcela:DoThat.

Shedroppedthecallanddrovetothehotelshewas

stayingatovertheweekend,packedherthingsand

madeherwaytotheairport.

AsithandilePOV:

Wehavejustlandedhomeandfrom hereonit’s

backtoreality.NowIhavetodealBathandwa,thatis

ifhewillwanttoseemeagain.Weareattheairport



waitingforourbags,wegoteverythingandwentout,

mybrotherwasalreadywaitingforus.Hegotup

whenhesawuscomingandmetushalfway.

Bukhosi:Mysisters

Zodwa:Ourbrother(theyhuggedandhehuggedall

ofus)

Bukhosi:IcantellthatDurbanwasgoodtoyouguys

judgingbythebags.

Ncebakazi:Whataboutthebags?

Bukhosi:Am justsayingsinceyouguysleftwith

nothingandcamebackwithsomanybagsthatcan

onlymeanyouhadfun.

Asithandile:Wedidandweenjoyedourselves.

Zodwa:Andagirlcan’thavetoomanyclothes.

Ncebakazi:Yousaidit

Asithandile:Letsgo.

Bukhosi:Thankyouforsavingmebabysis.

Asithandile:OhnobrotherIwasn’tsavingyouweare

justtiredandweneedrest.



Them:Yesgirl!(wehighfived)

Bukhosi:Wowletmekeepmymouthshut.

Wedroveoffandinthecarwewerebusytalking

aboutourtripandorganizinganotheronebutof

coursethisoneisgoingtobewithourboyfriendsif

thingsgowellformeandNcebakazi.Westartedby

droppingoffthesistersthenwedrovehome.When

wegotthereIdidn’tevenwaitformybrothertoopen

thedoorforme,Itookthehousekeysgotoutand

wenttoopenthedoor.Iwentstraighttomyroom

andtookawelldeservedshower,shoppingis

exhaustingespeciallytravelingrightafterwithout

resting.Igotoutafterawhile,lotionandworemy

tracksuitandflipflops.Ifoundallmybagsinmy

room andIwenttomybrother.

Asithandile:Howwasyourweekendwithoutme?

Bukhosi:Boring,Howwasyourswiththesisters?

Asithandile:ItwasfunIreallyenjoyedmyself.

Bukhosi:Wowam sohappyforyoubutnowam not



talkingtoyou.

Asithandile:Why?

Bukhosi:Becauseyouhadfunonyourweekend

withoutmewhileminewasboringsonoam not

talkingtoyou.

Asithandile:IwillmakeituptoyouwhenIwakeup,I

wannatakeanap.

Bukhosi:FineButtillthenam nottalking.

Ilefthim therelaughinggoingtomyroom,Ilaidon

thebedthinkingaboutmyamazingweekendand

thenIthoughtofmyphone.Itookmyslingbagand

tookitout,nowam afraidofthedisappointmentof

notgettinganythingfrom Bathandwa.Butthisismy

phonesoIopeneditandmessages,missedcalls

andvoicemailscamethroughandtheywereallfrom

Bathandwaandmyheartjumpedforjoybutquickly

fadedawaywhenIthoughtthatmaybehistellingme

toleavehim aloneandnevercontacthim again.I

wenttomymessagesandreadthem,ohmythey

wereallsosweet,someHisapologizingbutIdon’t



knowwhybecausehedidnothingwrongandIdidn’t

expecthim torunaftermeAndleavehismother

there.

Ilistenedtothevoicemailsandtheysaidalmostthe

samethingandIhadhopethatmaybethisisnotthe

endafterall.Idialedhisnumberandhepickedup

immediately.

Convo:

Bathandwa:OhbabythankGodyouareokayand

thankyouforgettingbacktomemylove,Iwas

goingcrazyherethewholeweekend.Babyam sorry

pleaseforgivemefor...(Ihadtocuthim short

becausenowhewasjustblabbingway)

Asithandile:Bathandwa!

Bathandwa:YesBabe

Asithandile:Breath(hetookdeepbreaths)areyou

okaynow?



Bathandwa:YesIam (hesaidinalowvoice)

Asithandile:Howareyou?

Bathandwa:Am reallynotdoingwell,babeam sorry

fornotbeingthereforyouwhenyouneededme.

Pleaselet’smeetsothatwecantalkplease.

Asithandile:Wewillmeetbutnottodayam tired.

Bathandwa:OkayIwillwaitforyouandthankyoufor

gettingbacktome.

Asithandile:it’sokay.

Bathandwa:CanIaskyouonemorethingbeforeyou

hangup?

Asithandile:OkayWhatisit?

Bathandwa:Areyoustillmygirlfriend?Imeando

youstillwanttobewithme?

Asithandile:Idobutusbeingtogetherwilldepend

onyouafterwehavehadourtalk.

Bathandwa:Iunderstand

Asithandile:Byethen,Iwillcallyoutomorrowafter

work.



Bathandwa:iwouldlikethat.Loveyou.

Asithandile:AndIYou

Idroppedmyphone.HowIwishBathandwacanbe

thisunderstandingwhenItellhim whathappened,I

guessIwillhavetowaitfortomorrowtofindout.I

putmyphoneawayandslept.

Bathandwa:

Am sohappythatmybabecalledme,whenmy

phonerangandhernameflashedonthescreenI

wassohappy.Iknowourconversationwasnotlike

theoneswealwayshavebutam happythatsheat

leasttoldmeshelovesme.Thereishopeforus,

Godhelpmenotsaysomethingstupidthatwilldrive

herwaywhenwemeettomorrow.Ilovethisgirland

Idon’twanttoloseher.Ihavetogethersomething

toshowherhowsorryIam andmymothercanhelp

withthat.

Bathandwa:ma!!!...mother!!!



Nomthandazo:HayiYintoniwandikhwazakangaka

ungazondikhangelaxaundifuna?(heywhyareyou

yellinglikethisandnotcomelookformewhenyou

wantme)

Bathandwa:SorrymotherbutIneedyourhelp.

Nomthandazo:Whatisit?

Bathandwa:Whatisthebestapologygiftfora

woman.

Nomthandazo:ForAsithandileRight?

Bathandwa:Yesit’sforher

Nomthandazo:Getheranecklacebutmakeit

specialbyaddingflowersandanotetoit.

Bathandwa:Great!SowherecanIgetflowers?

Nomthandazo:Younevergotagirlflowersbefore?

Bathandwa:Theywerenotasspecialasthisoneso

wheredoIgetthem?

Nomthandazo:Iwillgetyouthenumberoftheflorist

Iuse.

Bathandwa:Thankyouma.



Nomthandazo:Youwelcome(sheleft)

HowIhopeshelikeswhatIgether,Ican’twaitfor

tomorrowbutam dreadingitatthesametime,I

don’twanttoloseherandiftomorrowIwillloseher

I’dratheritnotcome.

Like,commentandshare
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Asithandilehasjustgottenbackfrom workandnow

sheisbusyinthekitchencooking.Sheiscookingup

astorm becauseofthestressofhermeetingwith

Bathandwathisevening.Sheisdreadingitbecause

ofthefearoftheunknowns.Bukhosiwasworking

latesoshewasallaloneinthehouse,shehasbeen

cookingsinceshecameback,shemadericewith

chickencurry,thenroastedvegetablesandmade



porkroastwithsource.Nowsheismakingtrifleand

bakingchocolatemoussecakeintheoven.There

wasaknockonthedoorandsheignoreditbecause

shethoughtitwasherbrotherandhehaskeyto

openhimself.Theknockpersistedandshewentand

openedupandtherestoodagodinamuscletop

andskinnyjeansshowingoffallhisassets.

Asithandile:Hey

Vusi:Hello,canIcomein?

Asithandile:Nowhoareyou?

Vusi:Yournightandshiningarmororwouldyou

prefersavior?

Asithandile:Idon’thavetimeforjokes,whoareyou?

Vusi:Fine!Am theguywhoalmostranyouoverthe

otherday.

Asithandile:Youalmostranmeoveryetyoucalling

yourselfmysavior.

Vusi:Okaycanwenottalkstandinghere

Asithandile:Comeonin(hewentinandsatonthe

couch)



Asithandile:Anythingtodrink?

Vusi:NoIwon’tstaylong,Ijustcametocheckon

yousinceyouwerenotWelltheotherday.

Asithandile:Am finethankyouforhelpingmeand

thankyouforcomingtocheckonme.

Vusi:It’sapleaseIhavetogetgoingnow.

Asithandile:Alrightthenletmewalkyouout.

AstheywalkedoutBathandwaparkedoutsidehe

sawthem astheyweretalkingoutsidethedoorand

Vusileft.Hisheartbrokebecausehethoughtthat

Asithandilemighthaveanothersuitorandthatdidn’t

sitwellwithhim.

HegotoutthecarandmetAsithandileatthedoor.

Bathandwa:Arewemeetinghereorwegoing

somewhere.

Asithandile:HellotoyoutoBathandwaam welland

howareyou?

Bathandwa:Am sorryIjustgotdistractedbythat



guy.

Asithandile:Okaycomeinwewilltalkhereanddon’t

worrymybrotherisnothome.

Bathandwa:OkayThankyouandtheseareforyou.

(hesaidhandinghertheflowers)

Asithandile:Thankyou.

TheywalkedinandAsithandileexcusedherselfto

goandfinishupinthekitchen,after5minutes

Bathandwawentandjoinedher,hesatonthehigh

chairwatchinghermovearoundthekitchen.

Bathandwa:Youlookbeautiful.

Asithandile:Am justwearingsweatpantsandan

apron.

Bathandwa:That’sthething,youdon’thavetowear

anythingfancytolookbeautifulandthatattireyou

haveonistherightoneforthejobyouaredoing.

Asithandile:Thankyouandam sorrytokeepyou

waiting.

Bathandwa:ForyouIcanwaitallday.



Shesmiledandfinishedupthenledthewaytothe

loungeandsat.Bathandwasatbesideher.

Bathandwa:DoyouwanttostartorshouldI?

Asithandile:letme,Lisawasmyfriend.

Bathandwa:WhoisLisa?

Asithandile:Thegirlatthepark,wegrewuptogether

andwealwaysgotalongverywell,wewereasthick

asthievesbutIguessIwaswrongbecauseshe

changedandturnedagainstmewhenmymother

died.MymotherdiedahorribledeathandIwasthe

unfortunateonetofindherandIwasaccusedof

killingher.Evenmyownfatheraccusedmeof

murderingmyownmother,sodidthepeopleinthe

villageandmyfriendLisa.Everyoneturnedagainst

meandafterthefuneralmyfatherstartedphysically

abusingme,hewouldbeatmeupeverydayafter

workandIhadnowheretoruntobuttheforest

becausethetreesandanimalsdon’ttalkandthey

wouldn’tputsaltinmywounds.Thisonetimehe

beatmeupsobadthatIhadablueeyeandmy



wholebodywasaworkofartmadebythesjambok

heusedtobeatmeandcreatedbymyfathershands.

Thatnightsomeonekilledhim andapparentlythey

sawthepersoncomingoutofmyhouserunningand

thepeoplewentoutlookingforhim orherIdon’t

knowandwithmybadlucktheyfoundmeinstead.

Theysawthebloodonmyhandanddressfrom the

bleedingnoseigotfrom myfather’sfistsandthey

concludedthatIwastheonewhokilledhim.Mind

youIdidn’tevenknowthemanwasdeadIjustran

awayfrom thebeatingandhidsothatIcanlickmy

woundswithouttheinsults.Iwasbeatenupbythe

peoplesomemoretakingmetothechiefwhichI

don’tevenknowwhenorhowIgotthereorwhat

wassaidbecauseIfaintedandwokeupafterafew

daybeingtakencareofbythechiefswife.Iwas

exoneratedforthosecrimesbuttopeoplelikeLisaI

remainedamurderer.

Bathandwa:Babeyouhavebeenthroughalotand

am sorryyouhadtogothroughthatonyourown.

Am sorrynoonesavedyou,am sorrythatnoone



believedyouandam sorryIdidn’tprotectyoufrom

thatgirl.Am sorryfornotreactingontime,please

forgivemebabe.

Asithandile:Youhavedonenothingwrong

BathandwaandIdidn’texpectyoutofollowme

becauseyourmotherwastheresothereisnothing

toforgiveyoufor.

Bathandwa:Igotyousomethingjusttosayam sorry

forbeinganass(hetookouttheboxandhaveitto

her)openit.

Sheopeneditandtherewasalocketinashapeofa

heartandabbreviationsoftheirnamesoneachside.

Asithandile:Iloveitthankyou.

Bathandwa:CanIpleasehavemygirlfriendback.

Asithandile:Ofcourse

Bathandwawentclosertoherandhuggedand

kissedher.



Joburg:

Lisawasstillinthatroom,peoplecomeinandout

bringingherstuff.Somebroughtherclotheswhich

werebroughtbyamiddleagedwoman,another

broughtherbreakfastthismorningandtheother

onethatdoesn’tlookayearolderthanherbrought

hertoiletriesandfood.Shehasn’tseenStickssince

yesterdaywhenheleft.Whatshedidn’tunderstand

waswhyallthewomanwerewalkingaroundhalf

naked.

Stickscamein.

Sticks:Youmusthavemadeyourdecisionbynow,

sotellmewhatwillitbe.

Lisa:Pleaseexplaintomewhatthejobentails

Sticks:Don’tactstupidwithme,youmightcome

from theruralareasbutyouwenttoschoolandyou

knowverywellwhatabrothelis.

Lisa:AndifItakeyourofferwhatwillIhavetodo?

Sticks:Bothoffersareminesowhichoneareyou



referringto.

Lisa:Beingyourwoman.

Sticks:ItentailsyougoingtoschoolbecauseIwill

notrulewithanilliteratebymyside.Youwillalso

havetoundergotrainingeverydayafterclassand

Shoeswillbeyourtrainer.

Lisa:Whatsortoftrainingisthat?

Sticks:Shooting,knivesandfighting.

Lisa:Idon’tneedthat

Sticks:Trustmeyouwill.Sowhatwillitbe?

Lisa:Iwillbeyourwoman

Sticks:Good,schoolsopennextweekandyouwill

bestartingandIwanttoseethosegradesup.Your

trainingstartstomorrowmorningat5inthemorning,

breakfastisat7,lunchat12andnodinner.

Lisa:Why?

Sticks:Becauseyouwillbetrainingthewholeday

andsomeofthethingsyouwillhavetodowill

requireyoutobeliteinweight.



Lisa:YousaidIstartschoolyetIdidn’tregisteryet

andevenifIdidtheywon’ttakemeonthethird

semester.OntopofthatIdon’thavemystatement

ofresults.

Sticks:HowDoyouthinkIsawyourgrades?(Lisa

didn’tanswer)trainingat5andschoolnextweek.

(hewalkedoutandleftherthere)

Encokovillage:

Morepeoplewerelosingtheirlivesinthevillage,two

morepeoplediedinmysteriouswaysandthepeople

nowdon’tknowwhotoblamesinceAsithandileis

nolongerinthevillage.Nosiyamcela’scontactgot

theorganstheyneededbutthefirstvictim wasnota

matchsotheysenthim equipmenttotestthe

victimssoseeiftheyareamatchbutthefirstone

wasnotnotthatiswhyhekilledthesecondperson.

HesentalltheirorganstoCapeTownandhis

parentsweremorethanpleasedwithhisworkashe

deliveredinrecordtimeandtheyhadextraincase



theygetaclientthatwillbeamatch.

Peopledon’tsleepatnightworriedaboutbeingkilled

whiletheysleep.Thingsarenolongerthesamenow

thereisnotpeaceandnooneknowswhoitmightbe.

Theyresortedtoblamingboysfrom neighboring

villagesbutthatdidn’tstopthem from beingscared

whennighttimecomes.
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Encokovillage

Aftertherecentkillingspeoplewereveryscared,no

onestayedouttilllateanymoreorvisitedother

villagesandcamebacklateastheywereafraidof



whatmighthappen.Thechiefsoftheneighboring

villagesaskedforameetingfrom thechiefof

Encokotodiscussthematterbecausetheirpeople

werealsoscaredthatthekillerwillmoveontotheir

villages.Sothechiefagreedtothemeetingand

todaywasthedayofthemeeting.Peoplefrom the

villagegatheredatthechiefsplacetogetherwiththe

chiefsoftheneighboringvillagesandtheirpeopleto

findawayforwardtothematter.Thechiefstoodup

andaddressedthepeople.

Chief:Mypeopleandourneighbors,weallknowwhy

wearegatheredheretoday,soIwillnottakemuch

ofyourtimeandIwillgivetoChiefCirhatosaya

fewwords.

Cirha:NdiyabulelaMqwathi.Bantubakuthi,ndiyazi

ukubalentoeyikafikikwezethuilalikodwangubani

othiayizufika?Nibonileabanyebenubavileukuba

ababantubabeweyobathathelweamalinguomzimba.

Ngokuxaumbulaliengasafanikuleilalingubaniothi

akazukuyakwezethu?Ngubaniothithina

sokhuseleke?Yilontosilaphanamhlanje,zizofuna

umkhombandlela.Mandihle.(thankyou



Mqwathi.people,Iknowthatthishasnotcometo

ourvillagesyetbutwho’stosaythatitwon’tcome?

Yousawandsomehaveheardthatthepeoplewho

werekilledlosttheirorgans.Nowifthekillerdoesn’t

getwhathewantsherewho’stosayhewon’tcome

toours?Who’stosaywearesafe?Thatiswhywe

areheretoday,tofindawayforward)

Amanfrom thecrowdstooduptospeak.

Man:Greetingseveryone,Ihaveaquestionhereor

maybeastatementhoweveryouwanttotakeit.In

thisvillageagirlwasaccusedofthefirstkillings

whichwereherparents,nowthegirlhasleftyetthe

killingscontinuenowwhoistoblame?(another

manstoodup)

Man:Itsclearthatthegirldidn’tkillanyonesolet’s

moveon.(anotherstoodup)

Man:HowDowemoveonwithoutfixingthisfirst?

Cirha:IknowthatIam notfrom thisvillagebutI

believethatyouallhavewrongedthischildsoI

suggestthatyoucleanseherhomewithagoatas

perourwayandcleanseheraswell.(anotherman



stoodup)

Man:Thatishowthingsshouldbedonechiefbut

wherewewillwefindthegirlbecausenooneknows

whereshewent.(awomanstoodup)

Woman:Isawherintownamonthago,maybeshe

stayssomewheretheresowecanstartlookingthat

side.(thepeopleagreedwithherbuttheChiefgot

irritated)

Chief:Youpeopleareselfish,notlongagoyou

peoplewereaccusingthischildofkillingherparents,

nowyouwanttogolookforherandforwhat?For

yourownselfishreasons.Youareallparentshere

butnoneofyoutookthetimetothinkhowshefelt.

Eventhewomenwhowentthroughlaborpains

didn’tstandupforher.Evenwhenyourhusbands

andsonsbeatheruptoapulpnoneofyoucameto

checkonherandnowyouwanther.Whatareyou

goingtosaytoherwhenyoufindher?(amanstood

up)

Man:Wewillapologizeforourwrongdoingand

cleanseherandherhometomakethingsright.



Chief:Makethingsrightforwho?Whointheirright

mindwillwanttocomehereaftereverythingyouall

havedone?Youareselfishandnowyouwantto

dragthepoorchildhereagainandforwhat?Women

ofthisvillage,mothersandfathers.Letmeaskyou

this,howwouldyouhavefeltifthiswasyourchild?

Wouldyouhavestoodbyherorwouldyouhave

stoodwiththepeoplewhocrucifiedher?..Your

hatredanddoubtscausedthatchildtolivethrough

Hellinthehandsofamanshecalledherfatherand

inthehandsofyourhusbandsandsons.

Cirha:Calm downMqwathi,thisisnothowwe

resolvethings,Yesyourpeoplehavedisappointed

youanddidwrongandaninnocentpersonbutnow

weareheretofindasolution.

Chief:Sotheirsolutionistoputthatchildthrough

morethings?Andforwhat?Ifthesepeoplewerenot

beingkillednoneofthem wouldhavethought

apologizingtothatgirl.Nowtheyarebeingkilled

theythinkofthatchildbutnotfortherightreasons

butfortheirownselfishones.Thatpersoncallkill

youallIdon’tcare.Nowleavemycompound.



Chief:Pleasecalm downchiefandletusdiscuss

whatwecamehereforandcomewithasolution.

Mqwathi:Hereismysolution,youtakecareofyour

peopleinyourvillagesandIwilllettheseheartless

peopleinmyvillagediebecauseIdon’tcare.Am

donewithcaringaboutpeoplewhoonlycareabout

themselves.Nowleave.(helefteveryonethereand

thechiefstoldtheirpeopletogoasthereisnothing

moretobediscussed.Everyonewasquietandstood

upandleft)

Nokonwabadidn’tlikeherhusbandsbehaviorin

frontofhispeopleandguests.Sheknewthatthere

wasmoretohisbehaviorthanwhathesaidandshe

wasgoingtofindout.Shewenttohim inthelounge

andsatbeforehim.

Nokonwaba:Myhusband

Mqwathi:Uthinimfazakuthi(whatisitmywife?)

Nokonwaba:Myhusband,Ihaveknownyoufor

manyyearsandIthinkIknowyoubynowandthatin

therewasnotyou.Thebehavioryoudisplayedin



frontofyourpeopleandguestswasnotyouatall.

Nowpleasetellmewhatistheproblem.

Mqwathi:Thereisnoproblem dear,Iam justsick

andtiredoftheseselfishpeople.

Nokonwaba:IhaveknownAsithandileforawhilebut

Igottoknowherbetterwhenshewashere.We

connectedandIfoundoutthatsheisagoodperson

withakindheart.Butthatisnotreasonenoughfor

youtobehavethatway.

Mqwathi:Thereisnothingreally.

Nokonwaba:Youstoodbymewhenyourfamilytold

youtokickmeoutandtakeanotherwifebecauseI

couldn’tgiveyouchildren,youstoodbymewhen

theyaskedyoutoatleasttakeasecondwifeand

youstoodbymewhenmyfamilyturnedtheirbacks

onmebecauseofyourfamily.Pleaseletmebe

thereforyounow.

Mqwathi:Am afraidafterifItellyou,youwillresent

me.

Nokonwaba:Trustmeenoughtostandbyyoulike

youdidformeallthesetimes.



Mqwathi:RememberwhenIjusttookoverasChief

Andwasstrugglingtogetallianceswithother

villages?

Nokonwaba:Yesitwastwoyearsafterwegot

marriedandthechiefswouldnotgetintoanalliance

withyousayingtheywillnothaveallianceswitha

chiefthatdoesn’thaveanair.

Mqwathi:YesAndIfoundaninvestorbutIhadtodo

somethingforherbeforeshecouldinvest.She

askedmetosleepwithanothermanswifeandget

herpregnantbecausethehusbandcouldn’thave

childrenandaccordingtoherhedidn’tknowthat

andIagreed.Shegavemeadrugtogivetoher,I

tookitandkepttabsonthehusbandandonceI

knewhisscheduleIwenttoherhousewhileshewas

alone,ItoldherthatIwasjustpassingandaskedfor

water.Shegavemeandexcusedherselftogolook

atherpotoutsideandIputthedruginthewaterand

Icalledforherandtoldherthatthewatertasted

funny.Hetookthemuganddrankthewaterbut

didn’ttasteanythingfunnysoshefinisheditand



gaveanotherglassandIdrank.Ikeptmakingsmall

talkwithheruntilthedrugtookeffectandIsleep

withher.

3monthslaterahugesum wasdepositedinmy

accountandIdidn’taskquestionsIusedittofix

thingsinthevillage.ThemoneykeptcomingandI

kepusingit,7monthsdownthelineIsawherand

shewaspregnantandIknewthatIhaddonewhatI

wasaskedthatiswhyIwasgettingpaid.

Nokonwaba:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Mqwathi:ThatAsithandileismydaughter

Nokonwaba:Am sodisappointedinyou,notfor

havingachildbutforhowyouwentaboutit.You

watchedyourchildbeingraisedbyanotherman

whileyouwatched,youlethim introducehertothe

ancestorsthatwerenothers.Nowonderthatchild

hassuchbadluck,theancestorsofthemanthat

raisedherandyoursarefightingoverherandnow

sheistheonepayingtheprince.Youhavetodothe

rightthingforthechildandclearherpath.



Mqwathi:AllthatIhavedonewasforher,tokeep

hersafeandrightnowIcan’ttotherightthing

becauseifshe’stofindoutthenam deadandsois

she.AndIcan’tlosemyonlychildandIcan’tlose

youtoo.YoutwoaretheonlythingIhave.

Nokonwaba:Allam sayingisthatyoufindawayto

makethingsrightbyher,shehaslivedalielong

enoughit’stimesheknowswhereshecomesfrom.

Mqwathi:It’snotthatIdon’twanttobutIcan’tnow

becausesheisclosetothatwomanandsheis

keepingacloseeyeonher.Pleasegivemetimeand

Iwillfixthis.IloveyouandIloveherandforthe

bothofyouIwoulddieandkillifneedbe.

Nokonwaba:IwillstandbyyouonthisOnlybecause

thatchilddeservesbetterthanwhatyouhavegiven

her.Shewillneverbeatpeaceuntilyouintroduce

hertoherrightfulancestors.Shewillalwaysbe

accusedofthingsshedidn’tdobecausesheislost

andboththeancestorsofthesefamiliesarefighting

overher.Dotherightthingbeforeit’stoolate.(she



stoodupandlefthim)

Hesadtherethinkingabouthowhisgoingtofixthis

wholemess.HeknowshowdangerousNosiyamcela

isandshewouldn’thesitatetoherhisdaughter.

Itiredtomakeitshort.
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Encokovillage

Afterthedayofherhusbandsconfession

Nokonwabahasn’tbeenherself,somethingjust

wasn’trightsomewhereandthethoughtof

Asithandilefindingouthowshewasconceived

botheredheralot.Shehasseenfirsthandhowher

lifewasafterhermotherdiedandnowshewanted



toknowmoreaboutthiswholethingsinceshedidn’t

askeverythingshewantedtotheotherdaybecause

herangertookover.Shepreparedbathingwaterfor

herhusbandandwenttohisroom,Isayhisbecause

afterthatdaysherefusedtoshareabedwithher

husbandandhedidn’tmindaslongasshedidn’t

leavehim.Shewenttotheroom openedthedoor

andthechiefwassittinginbedlookinglikehisdeep

inthoughts.

Nokonwaba:Yourbathingwaterisready.

Chief:Thankyou.

Shegotoutandwenttopreparebreakfastwhilethe

chiefwentandtookabath.Hethenwentandjoined

hiswifeforbreakfast.Theysatonthediningtable

andshefishedoutforhim.

Chief:Thankyou

Nokonwaba:ThereissomethingIdon’tunderstand

here.

Chief:Whatisit?

Nokonwaba:YoudaythatNobuntudidn’tknowthat



thechildwasnotherhusbandschildright?

Chief:Yes.

Nokonwaba:Soifthehusbanddidn’tknowthathe

couldn’thavechildrenwhydidhetreatthatchildthe

wayhedidthemomenthiswifedied.

Chief:Ithinkgrieftookoverandheactedthatway.

Nokonwaba:YouspeakasifSakhumziwasafoolor

uneducated.Ifyouremembercorrectlywhenhe

cametoliveherehewasadeputyprincipalofa

school.Whatmadehim leaveallthattocomeand

stayhereIdon’tknowbutam tryingtosayisthathe

wasnotfool.

Chief:Mydearwife,whatyouseem toforgetisthat

amansweaknessisawomanespeciallythewoman

heloves.SakhumziwasnotstupidyesbutIdon’t

thinkheknewthetruthaboutthechild.

Nokonwaba:Andyou?

Chief:Whataboutme?

Nokonwaba:Whyisitthatyoulivedalltheseyears



withsuchasecret?Howwereyouabletolook

Sakhumziintheeyesafterdoingwhatyoudidtohis

wifeandhowdidyoulookatNobuntuafterthat?

Howdidyoulookatmeyourwifeandcontinued

livingasifnothinghadhappened.

Chief:AllIdidwasforthegoodofthisvillageandits

people.ForAsithandiletobesafeandforyoutolive

acomfortablelifeinyourhomewithouthavingtogo

beggingtoyourfamilyaftertheydisownedyou.I

didn’twantthem sayingtheytoldyouso.SoIdon’t

regretwhatIdidbutIdoregretnothavingachance

togettoknowmydaughter.

Nokonwaba:Yhokucacikekemosubaungambulala

umntuwogqibaulaleobuhlayobonaubuthongo

ngathiawenzanganto.Bendisithindiyakwazikodwa

kucacikeubaandikwazi.(yhooit’sclearthatyou

cankillapersonthensleepwellatnightasifyoudid

nothing.IthoughtIknewyoubutit’sclearthatIdon’t.

Shestoodupandlefthim there,shehatedthefact

thatthemoreshefoundoutaboutthisissuethe



moreshedoesn’tlikethemanshe’sbeenmarriedto

foryears.Shewonderedifsheeverknewhim to

beginwithbecausebythelookofthingsshedidn’t.

ShealsowonderedhowAsithandilewillfeeland

reactwhenshefindsoutthatherwholelifeshehas

beenlivingalie.

Mthatha:

Thedayofthedatesforthesistersarrivedandthey

wereexcitedaboutit.Theyhavebeentalkingonthe

phonethewholedayplanningthelastdetailsofthe

evening.Theydecidedtogotoaspatogethertoget

amassageandthengotothesalontodotheirhair

andnails.Thesistersarrivedattheirbrothersplaces

andyoucouldhearNcebakazifrom afartalkingloud.

Ncebakazi:Openuppeoplewedon’thaveallday!

(sheyelledbangingthedoorandBukhosiwentto

open)

Bukhosi:SomeIfisdon’thavedatestopreparefor

andwewouldlikeourpeace.



Ncebakazi:Heybrother,noshameyouwillhaveto

livewithit.Noonesaidyoushouldbeborntheonly

boyamonggirls.

Bukhosi:WOW,Zodwapleasesaysomethingplease

bigsis.

Zodwa:It’sfunnyhowam bigsiswhenyouwantme

inyourcorner.Am goingtogetAsithandile(sheleft

thetwogoingtoAsithandile’sroom)

Zodwa:Babygirlwhereareyou!

Asithandile:Inthebathroom

Zodwa:No!Don’ttellmeyounotready(Asithandile

cameoutofthebathroom)

Asithandile:Am doneIwasjustfixingmyhair.

Zodwa:LetsgothenbeforeNcebakazicomesin

here.

Asithandile:OhnoIwouldn’twasn’tthat(shetook

herpurseandtheywenttotheloungewhere

Ncebakaziandheryoungerbrotherwerestillgoing

on)



Zodwa:Okayenoughyoutwolet’sgonow.

Ncebakazistoodupandtheywentouttothecarand

theydroveoff.Theygottothespaandwereshown

theirchangingrooms.Theychangedintothespa

gownsandwenttogottheirfullbodymassages.

Whenthatwasdonetheywenttothesalonwhere

theydidtheirhair,nailsandapedicure.Whenthey

finisheditwasalreadytimeforthem togogetready.

TheydrovetoBukhosi’splacetodropAsithandile.

Ncebakazi:Ihaveasurpriseforyougirls(shesaid

smiling)

Zodwa:Whatisit?

Ncebakazi:Youwillfindoutwhenyougethome.

Asithandile:Aslongasit’ssomethingthatwillmake

mefeelgoodIdon’tmindandthankyou.

Zodwa:Youdaythatbecauseyoudon’tNcebakazi’s

surprises.

Ncebakazi:Don’tworrywenananayouwillloveit.

TheygottoBukhosi’shouseanddropped



Asithandilethendrovehometogetready.When

AsithandilegothomeBukhositoldhim that

someonewaswaitingforherinherroom.Shewent

thereinahurrytoseewhoitwasandabeautiful

ladywassittingonherbed.

Asithandile:Hello

Lady:Heyam Lindaandyoumustbethelittlesister.

Asithandile:Yesam Asithandile

Linda:GoodsirdownIhavetodoyourmakeup.

Asithandile:Ineverhadmakeuponbefore(she

saidexcited)

Linda:ThensitdownandletmeworkLinda’smagic

onyouandwhenam doneyouwon’trecognize

yourself.

ShesatdownandLindadidherthing,shedidn’tput

toomuchmakeupinherjustsomethingsimpleand

elegant.Shethenhelpedherdressupandsheleft.

WhenLindaleftBukhosiwastakenbyherand

wanteddetailsfrom hissister.



Heknockedonhissistersdoorandsheaskedhim

tocomein.

Bukhosi:WOW Ithoughtshewasexaggeratingwhen

shesaidshecanworkmagicbutnowIseethatshe

can.Youlookbeautifulbabysis.

Asithandile:Thankyoubrother.

Bukhosi:SohowdoyouknowLinda?

Asithandile:Idon’tknowhersisNcebakaziisthe

onewhoknowsher.Whydoyouask?

Bukhosi:Ohnothingam justasking.

Asithandilesmiledatherbrothershakingherhead.

Asithandile:IwillaskherforLinda’scontacts.

Bukhosi:Thatwouldbegreat!Mm Imeanforyou

whenyouneedheragain.

Asithandile:Yeahright.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandBukhosiwentto

openanditBathandwa.



Bathandwa:Evening

Bukhosi:Evening

Bathandwa:Am hereforAsithandile

Bukhosi:Shewillbeoutinaminute

TheywentinsideandwaitedandAsithandilecame

outlookingbeautifulinherlongblackeveninggown.

Bathandwastoodupandmetherhalfway.

Bathandwa:Youlookbeautifulmylove.

Asithandile:Youdon’tlookbadyourself

Bukhosi:Youtwogetoutofmyhouse,Idon’thavea

girlfriendandyouherebusytalkingaboutmylove

andbehingromantic.Hayinogonow(theylaughed

andleft)

Bathandwadrovetotherestaurantandwhenthey

gottheretheywereshownthetablethatwas

reservedforthem andNcebakaziandhisdatewere

alreadyseated.

Asithandile:Goodevening

Ncebakazi:Eveningbabycomesitdown(theysay



nexttoeachother)

Ncebakazi:WellLuxolothisismyyouyoungersister

AsithandileandAsithandilethisisLuxolo.

Asithandile:Pleasuretomeetyou.Thisis

BathandwamyboyfriendandBathandwathisismy

sisterNcebakazi.

Bathandwa:Iseebeautyrunsinthefamily,a

pleasuretomeetyou(hetookherhandandkissed

thebackofit)

Ncebakazi:WOW sisyougotyourselfagentleman

here.

Asithandile:Thankyou.

Luxolo:Thegentlemanmustkeephishandsforhis

girlbecauseIworkedhardformine(theyalllaughed)

Asithandile:WhereisZodwa?

Ncebakazi:Sheshouldbehereanymomentnow

(justthenZodwawalkedinwithherboyfriendand

joinedtheothersonthetable)

Zodwa:Sorrywelateguys,letmeintroduceyou,this

isVusimyboyfriendandVusithisismyoldersister



Ncebakaziandthis...

Vusi:Asithandilethedamselindistress(hecuther

short)

Ncebakazi:Doyouknoweachother?

Asithandile:Yes,healmostranmeoverthedaywe

wenttoDurban.

Ncebakazi:Ohsohistheonemmm (Zodwadidn’t

likethewayVusiwaslookingatAsithandile)

Ncebakazi:Letmefinishtheintroductionsthen.This

onmyleftisBathandwaAsithandile’sboyfriendand

thisonehereisLuxolomydate.

TheygottoknoweachotherbutallthiswhileVusi

waslookingatAsithandile,evenwhenZodwawas

speakingtohim hewouldanswerlookingat

Asithandile.Hewouldn’ttakehiseyesoffherand

Bathandwasawthisbutwhatputhim ateasewas

seeingthatAsithandilepayednomindtoVusishe

wasfocusedonherconversationwithNcebakazi

andhim.Zodwawaspissed,shewantedtogohome



butshealsodidn’twanttocausedramaandruinthe

eveningforthosewhowereenjoyingit.
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Mthatha (notedited)

Thedinnerwasgoingwellforthosewhowereenjoy

it.AsithandilewashappywithBathandwaand

Ncebakaziwashavingthetimeofherlifewith

Luxolo.Businesswasinanotherplanetthinkingof

howhemissedthechancetomakeAsithandilehis,

helookedathereyesastheylitupevery-time

Bathandwawhisperedinherear.Theinnocentsmile

shewearsandhersmile,Godhersmilecanmake

anymandropeverythingandrunoffwithher.Inhis

eyesshewasperfectandhewantedherforhimself.



Zodwawashurtbywhatshewasseeing,shedidn’t

knowwhattodobutshetoldherselfthatshewon’t

ruintheeveningforhersisterssoshesenta

messagetothebothofthem tellingthem tomeet

herintheladies.BothAsithandileandNcebakazi

lookedattheirphonesthenatZodwaandaskedto

beexcused.Theylefttheguysthereandwenttothe

ladies.

Atthetable:

Luxolo:GuysIdon’tknowhowweendedupwith

sisterbutImustsayIlovethatwoman.

Bathandwa:Itshowsinthewayyoulookatherlike

everythingandeveryoneelsedoesn’texist.

Luxolo:ManThatwomangavemeahardtime,I

havebeenbeggingherformonthstogooutwithme

butshealwaysturnedmedown.

Bathandwa:Wellitlookslikeyourperseverance

payedoff,Imightnotknowmuchaboutwomenbut

thewayshesmileswhenshelooksatyouIwould

sayshehasfeelingsforyou.



Luxolo:Yeahmanthatwillbegreat.What’supyou

Vusi.Manyouhavebeenquietallnight.

Vusi:Am fineam justthinkingabouthowbeautiful

mywomanis,thewayshesmiles,thewayhereyes

lightup,Ijustgetlostinthem.Forthefirsttimeina

longtimeIthinkam inlove.

Luxolo:ThenTellhermanbeforeanothermanbeats

youtois.(BathandwalookedatVusithinkingthat

hedidn’tsayawordtoZodwaallnightbecausehe

waslookingathiswomanandZodwadidn’tsmileat

all)

Bathandwa:It’sfunnyhowyoudescribeZodwa,ifI

didn’tknowbetterI’dsayyoudescribingmywoman.

(Vusifakedalaugh)

Vusi:Noman,ImightnotshowitbutIloveher,Ihad

alotofthingsplannedforussincethefirstdaywe

metbutIdidn’twanttorushthingsyouknow,in

caseIcomeouttoostrongandscareheraway.

Luxolo:Isayit’sbettertoputyourcardsonthetable

sothatsheknowswhatyouareabout.

Vusi:Imightjustdothat.



Bathandwa:Butmakesurethat‘Zodwa‘isintoyou

thatwaybeforegoingstrong(heemphasizedthe

Zodwa)

Vusi:YeahIwill.

Intheladies:

Theywerebusypowderingtheirnoselookinginthe

mirror.

Zodwa:Yourmanishandsomebigsisandtheway

helooksatyouonecantellthathisinlove.

Asithandile:YeahInoticedhowoursisterblushed

everytimeshelookedathim.

Ncebakazi:Ohpleaseletmehavefun,it’sbeena

whilesinceIlastdated.Soletmeenjoyitwith

someonewhoactuallywantsmenotmythings.

Asithandile:That’sHowItshouldbe.

Ncebakazi:Zodwayourmanisgoodlooktoosister.

Zodwa:IthinkAsithandileisluckylookat



Bathandwa’seyesgirrrlnowIunderstandwhyyou

headoverhillsforhim.

Asithandile:ThankyousisIreallydolovehim.

Ncebakazi:Zodwastopdodgingthecompliment

aboutVusi.

Zodwa:Okaylook,Icalledthebothofyouhereto

sharesomethingthathasbeenbotheringmeall

night.

Asithandile:YeahInoticedyouhavebeenoff,what

isgoingon?

Zodwa:Vusi

Ncebakazi:Whatthehellhashedone?

Zodwa:Wellevensincewegotherehehasn’ttaken

hiseyesofAsithandile.Hedidn’tevenlookortalkto

methewholenight,hisfocushasalwaysbeenon

yougirl.

Asithandile:What?Zodwaam sorrybutIswearto

youthatnothingisgoingonbetweenmeandthat

guyandIneverdidanythingtomakehim think

otherwise.



Zodwa:Nosisdon’tworryaboutit,ifyouhad

somethinggoingonwithhim youwouldhavetoldus

inDurbanbecauseyoudidn’tknowhismyboyfriend

thenIwouldblameyoutodaybutyoudidnothing

VusiisjustadogthatIhavetodumpafterthis.

Ncebakazi:Am sorrysisbutIhaveanideanowlet’s

gobacktothetable.

Theywentbacktothetableandtheguyshadorders

anotherroundofdrinksandtheysatandstarted

makinggeneralconversationwhichVusiwillalways

supportAsithandile’sstatementeverytimewhich

gotAsithandileangryafterleaningwhathisbeen

doingallnight.

Asithandile:Whatisyournameagain?(sheasked

withhereyebrowraisedVusismileandlickedhis

lipsbeforeanswering)

Vusi:It’sVusidarling

Asithandile:WellVusi,Idon’tappreciatethewayyou

havebeenlookingatme.Oneyouhaveagirlbutnot

justanygirlbutmysisternexttoyouandhereyou



arelookingatheryoungersisterlikesheissome

meal.Youarebeingdisrespectfultomysisterfirst

andmyboyfriendsopleasegetyouracttogether.

Ncebakazi:JesusIhavebeenwaitingforsomeone

topickthatup.ListenherewenaVuyaniorwhatever

yournameis,thesetworightherearemysistersand

ifyouthinkyouaregoingtoturnthem againsteach

otherwithyourhoeringtendenciesthenyougot

anotherthingcoming.

Bathandwa:Am gladotherspickeditup,Ididn’t

wanttosayanythingandsoundlikeajealous

boyfriendbutmanwhatyouhavebeendoingisout

ofline.(Vusilaughedshakinghishead)

Vusi:Lookhereboy,awomanlikeherdoesn’t

deservetobewithboys,sheneedsrealmantotake

careofherandloveherjustright.Imeanlookather

she’sagoddessbeautiful,smartandtotopitoff

she’ssexyandwifematerial.Thiswomanismine

andIwillgetheronewayortheother.Asithandile

babe,thisboyoncemadeyoucrythataloneproves



thathisnotmanenoughforyou,Iwantedtotake

thingsslowbetweenus,forustogettoknoweach

otherbutnowthatthesepeopledecidedtobringour

businessoutintheopenIwilltellyounow.Iloveyou,

Ifellforyoufrom thefirstdayIsawyou,withallthe

tearsonyoureyescausedbythisboyandallthe

snotandredpuffyeyes.Thatdayyouwerenotat

yourbestbutapersonthattrulylovesyouwilllove

youwhenyouatyourworstandwhenyouatyour

best.Bewithmebabygirlandletmeshowyoulove.

Everyoneatthetablewereleftwiththeirjawsonthe

floorbecausetheydidn’texpecthim toconfesshis

lovelikethatandinfrontofeveryone.Asithandile

stoodupandwentaroundthetable,Vusiwas

smilingallthistimewatchinghercometohim.She

gotclosertohim.

Asithandile:Sisdoyoumindshiftingabit?

Zodwa:Notatall.

Zodwagotupandmovedfurtherawayfrom Vusi

andAsithandilegotclosertohim withherhandson



herback,shegotcloserandlookedathim inthe

eyesandVusiwasmilinglikearetardedman.She

threwhim withthemeanestofallpunchesright

betweenhiseyesthenmovedback.

Vusi:Whatthehell...?(Luxolostoodupandwentto

him,Vusiwasalreadyonhisfeet.Luxolothrewhim

apunchthatlandedhim onthegroundandearninga

fewstaresfrom peopleintherestaurant.)

Vusistoopupandfixedhimselfthenlookedat

Asithandile.

Vusi:Ididsaythatyouarewifematerialandyouwill

bewife(Luxolothreeanotherpunchandhe

stumbledbackwardswithahisnosebleeding)

Luxolo:Yousithereandtellushowmuchyoulove

ZodwaKantiallthiswhileyoutalkingabouther

sister?Getthehelloutofhereandstayawayfrom

theseladies.

Bathandwa:NotuntilIdothis(hethrewapunchat

him landinghim backonthefloorandthesecurity

wenttothem inahurryandpickedupVusipushing



him outside.

Vusi:BabeIwillcomeforyoumylove(hesaid

beforegoingout)

Zodwa:Ohmygodyouguysarethebestsistersand

brothersinlawagirlcouldeveraskforthankyou

(theyallwenttoherandhuggedher)

Zodwa:HayiIdidn’tsaysquashmeyhooIstillhave

tofindmyhusbandlookingthisgood(theyall

laughed)

Luxolo:Onaseriousnotethoughwhatthatguysaid

shouldn’tbetakenlightly.

Ncebakazi:Yeahwedon’tknowwhathemightdo.

Asithandile:ZodwaareyouOkaysis,Am sorryabout

allthis.Ican’thelpbutthinkifIdidn’tcomeintoyour

livesnoneofthiswouldbehappening.

Zodwa:ohnodear,IhavedatedalotofVusi’sandif

itwasn’tyouitwouldhavebeensomeoneelse.

Luxolo:Guyslikehim giveusabadnamethough.

Bathandwa:YeahYourightbutwhatpissesmeoffis

thefactthathesatthereandtalkedaboutmy



womanrightinfrontofme.

Asithandile:ButbabeclearlyyousawIwasn’tinto

thatguy.

Bathandwa:Ididbecauseyoudidn’tevenseethe

lookshegaveyou.

Zodwa:SheandNcebakazididn’t,Ihadtotellthem

forthem tonotice.

Theycontinuedwiththeireveningdiscussingthe

Vusiissuehereandthereuntiltheywenthome.

NcebakaziandLuxologaveZodwaalifthomesince

herridedecidedtobeadeucebag.
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JOBURG

LisaPOV

It’sbeenaweekinJoburgandIhavebeentraining

everyday,thatiseverymorningandeveryevening.I

haveevengottenusedtothemealscheduleandthe

kindofmealsam allowedtoeat.Ihaven’tseen

Stickssincelastweekwhenhetoldmeabout

trainingandschool.Thepeoplearoundhereare

friendlyandbyjudgingbytheirstoriestheywereall

savedbySticksfrom onesituationtoanother.Like

thisonegirlAsandashewasaorphanandwasliving

onthestreetsonedayshewantedtorobSticksand

hecaughtherbutinsteadofbeatingherupor

punishingherhetookherinandgaveherajobas

thecaretakerofthehousewhichisreallybig.The.

Thefollowingyearhesenthertoschoolandwhen

shepassedgrade12hemadehertheadministrator

from thereinuniversityshedidfinancialaccounting

andisnowonherthirdyearandshegotapromotion



toassistantfinancialmanager.

ThenthereisBulelwawhoisasinglemotherwhofor

pregnantat18andherparentsthrewheroutand

whenthathappenedtheboyfrienddumpedher.She

usedtogoaroundtownwithherbabygirlonher

backandcleanpeople’shousesformoneysothat

shecanfeedherchild,untilshecameherelooking

foracleaningjobjustforadayandSticksgaveher

theflatatthebacktoliveinandgaveherajobthen

senthertoschoolaswell.

Seeallofthesepeoplesincerelyappreciateandare

gratefultoSticksforeverythinghisdoneforthem.

Tothem hisagoodpersonbuttomehisscaryand

intimidating.Sonextweekschoolsopenedandam

supposedtogetmygradesup,am toldthatThere

eyeseverywheretowillbewatchingmeandifeven

thinkofrunningawayfrom thereallhellwillbreak

lose.SightheregoesmyplanofescapingwhenIgo

toschool.Sonowit’sclearthatIwillneverseehome



againnotunlessthebossdecidestoletmego.

Rightnowam gettingreadytogoformyevening

trainingwhenthebosshimselfwalksintomyroom

andIquicklycoverup.

Sticks:YouhavenothingIhaven’tseenyet

Lisa:Youmighthaveseenallofthem butnotmine.

Sticks:Youneedtolearnsomemanners(Ikept

quiet)ohitknowshowtokeepitsmouthshutGreat!

NowIjustspoketoyourtrainerandhetellsyouthat

youlearnwellandyouquickwiththeknifes.Thatis

goodprogressbutfrom nextweekyouwillbe

trainingonlyintheevening.

Lisa:Okay

Sticks:Nowam goingawayforamonthandwhenI

comebackIwanttoseeprocessoneveryaspectof

yourtrainsschool.Asandawillgowithyoufor

shoppingandyourstudyissetupwitheverything

youwillneedforschoolintheroom rightnexttothis

one.(Iguesshisnotsuchabadpersonafterall)



Lisa:Canwegoseeitnowplease

Sticks:Together?(heseemssurprisedbutam trying

tobenicesincehismovetomesoam returningthe

favor)

Lisa:YoutheonewhogotmethesesthingandI

wouldlikeyoutoshowplease.

Sticks:Alrightlet’sgo(wewentoutoftheroom to

theroom nextdoor,heopenedthedoorandthe

room isamazing)

Ithasastudytablewithacomfortablechairwith

lamponitandalaptop.Italsohasashelfwithall

thebooksIuseonmycourseeventheonesI

couldn’taffordanddependedonmyfriendsfor.He

evengotmebookjusttoreadandontoponthe

desktherearelettersthatmakeupmyname

LisakhanyawhichIdon’tevenknowwhyhewrote

mywholenamebutitlookedamazing,Icouldn’t

stopsmiling.IturnedaroundandIthinkIsawaside

smileonhim whichquicklydisappearedwhenI

lookedathim.



Sticks:Sothat’sit,doyouneedanythingelse(I

couldn’tcontrolmyselfasIthrewmyselfonhim

landingonhishardchesthugginghim andhe

huggedmeback)

Lisa:Iloveitthankyou.

Sticks:It’sapleasure,youcanmakeuseofit

anytimeyouwanttohere(hegavetothekeytoit)

Lisa:Thankyou.

Sticks:Thankmebyworkinghardatschoolandon

yourtrainingbecauseam takingyoutoCubawhenI

comeback.

Lisa:WhatisinCuba?

Sticks:Allingoodtime!Butfornowbehavewhile

am gone.

Lisa:Okaybutwhowilltakemetoschoolnextweek?

Sticks:Jacobwill.

Lisa:Okaythanthankyou.

Sticks:Right(hewalkedoutandleft)

Am happyaboutgoingtoschoolnextweekand



everythingIhavebutImisshome.Imissmymother

eventhoughIdidn’ttreatherwellbeforeIleftandI

missmyfatherwhoalwayshadencouragingwords

forme.Am notallowedtocontactthem yetbut

AsandatellsmethathewillletmedoanythingI

wantwhenhetrustsandsayshecanevenallowme

togohomeforavisitwhichiswhatam Look

forwardto.IevenmissAsithandileohwhatagood

friendshewastomebutIonlyhavemyselftoblame

forourfailurefriendship.

Mthatha:

Nosiyamcelawasatoneofthehousessheusesfor

hermerchandisewhenhisassociatecalled.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:Uyafunantoni(whatdoyouwantnow)

Chief:Thepeoplewanttofindthegirlsothatthey

cancleanseherandherhomeforeverythingthey

havedone.



Nosiyamcela:Ucingandimuncukodwawena(you

thinkam stupidthough)foraneducatedmananda

chiefontopofthatyouareverystupid.

Chief:SeriouslyWhathaveIdonenow?

Nosiyamcela:YouthinkIwillletyouhavethischild

sothatyoucantellhereverything?AndIheard

aboutyouroutburstatyourlittlemeetingandIhope

itendedthere.

Chief:Ofcourseitendedthere.

Nosiyamcela:Goodbecauseifyougoonlikethis

peoplewillbesuspiciousandIcan’taffordthat.

Chief:Iknowwhatisatstake.

Nosiyamcela:GoodnowIneedtwokidneysandIwill

besendingyoutheequipmenttomorrow.

Voice:Nosiyamcela!!Nosiyamcela!!(saidavoice

behindhercallinghername)

Nosiyamcela:Iwillhavetocallyouback.(she

droppedthecall)



Nosiyamcela:Yintoniwashoutisakangakangathi

ndisisithuluVusumzi!(whyareyoushoutinglikeam

deafVusumzi?)

Vusi:Auntylookatme

Nosiyamcela:Utheninawenawabokobokokanze

(whathappenedtoyouthatyoulooksobeatenup?)

Vusi:Iwasbeatenupbytheboyfriendsofyour

daughters.

Nosiyamcela:Whatdidyoudo?

Vusi:BecauseIexpressedmyfeelingsforthe

womanIlove.

Nosiyamcela:Youcan’tfallinlovewithZodwashe’s

mydaughterandyouaremyson.

Vusi:YoursonyesbutnotbybloodandIdon’tlove

Zodwanooffense.

Nosiyamcela:Thenwhodoyouloveanddon’ttalkto

melikethatbecauseImadeyou.

Vusi:Areyougoingtosingthatsongagain?

Nosiyamcela:Listenhereyoubrat!Itookyouin



whenyouwereonly15yearsold,sentyouto

school...

Vusi:Sentmetoschool,cleanedmeup,paidmy

feesthroughuniversityandgotmeajobwhenI

graduated.DidIleavesomethingout?

Nosiyamcela:Am gladyourememberwhereItook

youfrom.

Vusi:HowcanIforgetwhenyoualwaysremindme

ofit?IwasanorphanIknowthatandifitwasn’tfor

youIwouldn’tbehereandIknowthattoo.Butam

alsotheonlyonewhoknowsaboutyourshady

businessandifIwanttoIcantellyourhusbandand

yourdaughters.

Nosiyamcela:Youwouldn’tdare!

Vusi:Trymemotherpleasetryme.

Nosiyamcela:Icaneasilykillyou

Vusi:Andtheinformationonyourwholeoperation

caneasilylandonyourhusbandslap.

Nosiyamcela:Whatdoyouwant?

Vusi:NdifunauAsithandilendiyakuthandakwaye



ndifunawenaundifumaneleyena.(Iwant

Asithandile,IloveherandIwantyoutogetherfor

me)

Nosiyamcela:Howam Isupposetodothat?

Vusi:Idon’tknowmotherbutmakeithappen(he

leftNosiyamcelatherefuming)

Nosiyamcela:Kunjekeukuthathaizinjaezilahliweyo

uzenzeabantuxogqibazikunyele(thisiswhat

happenswhenyoutakeabandoneddogsandmake

them humanthentheyrepayyoubygivingyoushit)
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Encokovillage



Thechiefwasbusylastnightnightsettinguptraps

ontheroutesthattheyoungmantakewhenthetake

thelivestocktothefields.Heknowswhichyoung

mantakeswhichroutewhengoingtothefieldas

theydon’ttakethesamerouteanddon’tgotothe

sameplace.Allhewantedwasforthem togeta

littlescratchesontheirlegssothathecangetthe

samplestotestandgetthematchthatheislooking

for.Ittookhim thewholenighttosetupallthetraps

andwentbackhomeintheearlyhoursofthe

morning.Italsohelpedthathewasnolongershared

aroom withhiswifeashedoesn’thavetoexplain

hiswhereaboutstoanyone.

Themorningcameandtheyoungmanofthevillage

tooktheirfatherslivestocktothefieldstakingtheir

usualroutes.Thedeepertheygottheywouldbe

scratchedontheirlegsrightabovetheirkneeswhere

thegumbootsended,theywouldbleedalittlebutit

wasnothingmajorsotheydidn’tworryaboutitand

justwipedthelittlebloodthatcameoutandmoved



along.Theystayedoutalldayliketheyusedtoand

wentbackhomethesamewayearningthemesa

coupleofmorescratches,butthoseofuswhogrew

upintheruralareasknowthataminorscratchesare

nothingtoworryaboutaswewouldwetoutfingers

withsalivaandrubtheplacethatgotscratchedand

bloodwouldstopandwewouldgoaboutourdayno

questionsasked.

Lateatnightafter10pm intheeveningthechief

tiptoedoutofthehousewithhisequipmentbag

underhisarm ashewalkedtowhereheputhistraps.

Hetestedthebloodsonthem onebyoneandhe

foundthematchwiththesamebloodtypeasthe

client.Nowhehashisvictim andnowallhehasto

doisfindtheperfecttimetostrike.Hewentbackto

hishouseafterhegoteverythingthathewanted,he

gottothehutthattheyuseforritualandlitupthe

Africanincenseandinnotimethesmokefilledup

theroom followedbyitstrongsmell.Hekneeled

downnexttothesideplatethathadtheburning

incenseandstartedrecitinghisclannames.



OMqwathi,Odikela,ooNoni,ooBlangwendibizanina

Bantubakhuthindizongxengxezangakokonke

endikwenzileyonendisezokwenza.Kubihlungukum

ukuthathaimiphefumlokodwayiyokuphelainto

endinoyenzaokwalomzuzuukukhuselaumntwana

wam,umzukulwanakumitatanomama

isizukulwanakunimakhulunotamkhulu.Ndiyazi

zangenizalesigebengakodwaandinaloelinyeicebo.

NdiboniseniindlelaMaqwathiNaniboGatyeni,

oondondeomamanibantubakulomama.Ndicela

kuninjengomntwanwenu.(herecitedhisclan

namesandspoke,Icalluponyoumypeople,Icanto

apologizeforeverythingthatIhavedoneandthose

thatam yettodo.Ithurtsmetohavetotakelives

butthatistheonlythingIcandoatthemomentto

protectmychild,grandchildtoyoumotherand

fatherandagreatgrandchildtoyougrandmother

andgrandfather.Iknowyoudidn’tgivebirthtoa

monsterbutIdon’thaveanotherideaonhowto

protecther.ShowmethewayMaqwathiandYou

Gatyenipeoplemymothersmotherspeople.Askyou

asyourchild.



Whenhefinishedhelookeduponlytobemetbya

terrifiedNokonwabastandingbythedoorofthe

heart.Hepanickedabitbutdidshowit.

Mqwathi:Mywife,Ithoughtyouwereasleep.

Nokuzola:IwasuntilIheardnoisesandIwentto

lookforyouandwhenIcouldn’tfindyouinourroom

Isawlighthereandcamelooking.

Mqwathi:OkayLetsgosleepnowit’slate.

Nokonwaba:Notuntilyoutellmewhatyoumeantby

whatyousaid.

Mqwathi:SonowIcan’ttalktomyancestorswithout

informingyou?

Nokonwaba:Thatisnotwhatam sayingandyou

knowit.

Mqwathi:ThenWhatareyousaying?

Nokonwaba:Iwanttoknowwhatyoumeantwhen

yousaidithurtyoutotakeahumanlifebutit’sthe

onlythingyoucandotoprotectyourdaughter?



Mqwathi:OhmannoIwastalkingaboutthekillings

thatarehappeninginthisvillage.Iaskedthem to

showmethewayandthepersonwhoisdoingthis

becauseithurtsmetoseepeople’slivesbeingtaken.

NotmetakingalifeandyesIdidaskthem toprotect

mydaughterformewhileIfindawaytosolvethis.

Nokonwaba:ButthatisnotwhatIheardMqwathi.

MqwathiArewegoingtofightaboutthisallnightor

gotobedandsleep?It’slateandam tired,Idon’t

sleepatnightworriedthatthenextmorningpeople

willbecomingheretellingusaboutanotherdead

body.Whatmoredoyouwantfrom me.

Nokonwaba:It’sokayIunderstand(shesaidthat

butshewasnotconvinced)theywenttothemain

houseandwenttotheirseparaterooms.

Mthatha:

Vusiwassittinginhisstudyonthelaptoptryingto



doresearchonAsithandilebuthecouldn’tfind

anything.Hewonderedwhatkindofawomanwho

doesn’thaveasocialmediafootprint.Hestoodup

andwenttopourhimselfwhiskey,thelitacigarand

wenttostandatthebalconyfeelingthemidnight

breeze.Theskywasclearandbeautifulydecorated

withstarsthatlitupthesky,eachonewitha

differentlightlikeothersweredeemedonpurpose

andotherlitupbrightly.Butthecombinationthey

presentedwasabeautifulonewiththecenterpiece

whichwasthemoodbringoutthelightofthestars

thatfitperfectlywithitsown.

Vusi:OhhowIwouldenjoyanightlikethiswithyou

mylove,withyourskinglowingunderthemoonlight.

Ohhowbeautifulyouwouldlook.Asithandile

deservesagoodmanlikeme,Yesthatboyofhers

seem tobeagoodboybutnotgoodenoughforher.

ShedeservesthebestandIcangiveherthatand

more.Ineverbelievedinloveatfirstsightbutwith

herIwastakentheveryfirsttimeIsawher.Mymind

wasneverateasesincethatday,IthinkofherandI



dream abouther.Sheisthemotherofmykidsno

oneelse.Motherbettercomethroughformebutif

shedoesn’tletmearrangewithmymainman.

Hetookouthisphoneanddialedhisnumberbuthis

righthandmanpickedup.

Vusi:Sticks

Jacob:Noit’sJacob

Vusi:Ineedsticksman

Jacob:Hisnotaroundbutyoucantalktome.

Vusi:IwantagirlbroughttomeinCapeTown

moneyisnoissue.

Jacob:Sendapicturenow(hequicklysent

Asithandile’spictureandJacoblookedatitand

shookhisheadasifhecanseehim)

Jacob:Nothappening

Vusi:WhatWhy?

Jacob:Becausesheisonthebossesprotectedlist

andifwereyouIwillstayaway.



Vusi:Howdidshegetonthatlist.

Jacob:Idon’tthinkthatisanyofyourbusiness.Stay

away(hedroppedthecallandVusithrewhisphone

onthewallanditbrokeintopieces)

Vusi:Damnitall!!(hesaidinbetweenhisteeth)

Motheryouonyourownandyoubetterdeliverand

whenSticksfindsoutwhatshehasdonesheisas

goodasdeadandIwillbeleftwiththebusinessand

mywife.Thisisnotabadideaatall,killingtwobirds

withonestone.(hesmiledashetookhiswhiskey

andcigarandwenttothebalconyandwatchedthe

beautifulnightsky.

Ohthisisgoingtobefun,youcalledmeyourson,

adoptedmebutkeptmefarawayfrom yourreal

familybecauseIdidn’tfitthestandard.Yousayyou

gotmeajobmotheryetthatisjustacoverandmy

realjobistohandleyourdirtydealings.Butnowyou

willpayandnotevenbyhand.(hesmiledashe

thoughtofhowfulfillingitwillbeforhismotherto

die)
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Joburg:

LisaPOV

Ihavebeentrainingforquitesometimenowandif

youaskedmewhyam trainingdayinanddayoutI

promiseIwon’tgiveyouananswerbecauseIdon’t

knowmyself.Whatam tryingtosayisthatIhave

beentrainingsohardbutIdon’tknowwhatforand

JacobisnotsayingandandIwouldn’tdareask

SticksbecausethatguysmoodisjustlikeCape

Townweather.Oneminutehegivesyouthemost

beautifulsidesmileandthenextit’shisusualscary



looklikehisgoingtomurderyouandburryyouallon

hison,whichIcan’tputpasshim reallybecausehe

lookslikethetypewhowoulddothat.

It’smyfirstweekofschoolthisweekandIhave

beenworkinghardbecauseIdon’twanttobeon

Sticksbadbooks,whenhecomesbackhemustsee

progressandsofarIthinkam doingwell.Ihavealso

beentrainingreallyhardwithJacobbutIwouldn’t

callhim atrainerbutaslavedriver,theguycan’t

pushapersonduringtrainingandmybodyachesin

placesIneverevenknewexisteduntilnow.It’s5PM

intheeveningandit’stimeforrainingandIcan’tbe

late,Iquicklyputonmytrainingshoesandhead

downstairsandfindJacobpacingupanddownin

thelivingroom.

Jacob:Youlate!(hesaidinasternvoice)Jacobis

anotherscarydude,nowonderhisSticksrighthand

mantheyarethesame.

Lisa:Onlybyaminute

Jacob:Yesbutyoustilllate,let’sgo.(weheadedto



thetraininghallandmyknivesalaidoutformeandI

meananytypeofknifeyoucanthinkof)

Jacob:TodayIwillblingfoldyouandIwantyouto

hitthetargetonthatdartboard.Understood!

Lisa:Yessir(wellam supposedtocallhim sirwhen

wetrain)Hetooktheblingfoldonthetableand

blindfoldedme.

Jacob:Nowusethestartknivesandhitthetarget

(Godhowthehellam Isupposedtoseewhichoneif

astarknifewhenam blindfolded?ButItakeaknife

anywayandthrewit,ithitsomethingbutthenIheard

itfall.ItakeanotherandIthrewitandhitsomething

butitdidn’tfall,whenIwasabovetotakeanotherhe

heldmyhandandIstopped,hethentookoffthe

blindfold)

Jacob:Youfaileddismallyandam notimpressed.

Lisa:Butsir..(hecutmeshotbyraisinghishandat

meandIstoptalking)

Jacob:Whatisrulenumber1?



Lisa:Don’ttalkbacksir!

Jacob:Thenwhyareyoutakingback?(Iknowhe

justwantstoseeifIwillanswerbutIleantthis

lessonthehardwayandam notanswering)

Jacob:Good!Nowyouaregoodwithknivesbutthe

problem isthatyouonlygoodwiththem onlywhen

youcanseethem andthetargetwhichisnotgood

enough.NowwhatIwantyoutodoissitonthat

chairinfrontofthetableandfeeleachknifesothat

youknowwhateachknifefeelslikesothatyoucan

beabletotellthem apart.Youhave10minutes(he

saidandleftmethere)

Iwentandsatonthechairthenstartedfeelingthe

knivesbutatfirstIdidn’tfeelanydifference,butI

concentratedandclosedmyeyesasItouchedeach

knifeandrecordedonmyphonewhatitfeelslikein

myhand.WhenIfinallyfinishedIopenedmyeyes

andstartedfeelingtheknivesonceagainbutthis

timewithmyeyesopenandIcouldtellwhichone

waswhich.JacobcamebackandIstoodupand



tookposition.

Jacob:Tellmeaboutyourknives

Lisa:Thestartknifehasabluntedge,thebladehas

asharpedge,thekillhastheroughhandleandthe

thearmyknifeisthickonthehandlesir!

Jacob:NowIwantyoutocloseyoureyesandlisten

thenpickaknifeandthrewitatthedirectionIwillbe

in.

Lisa:Yessir(heblindfoldedmeagain)

IclosedmyeyesandlistenedbutIdidn’thear

anything,theplacewasquietsoIdidn’tthrowthe

knifeIhadinhand.ButIdon’tknowwhathappened,

somethingthatfeltlikeatennisballhitmehardand

Idroppedtheknifeandbrushedmyforehead.But

withinasecondJacobwasnexttomeholdingmy

handveryharditwaspainfulandspokeinastern

voiceinmyear.

Jacob:Whatnonsensewasthat?Areyougoingto

dropyourweaponwhenyouinbattle?Themoment



youdothatyouaredeadandyourpeoplearedeadis

thatwhatyouwant?

Lisa:Nosir!(Iwascryingbecausemyhandwas

reallypainful)

Jacob:Wipethosedamntearsandpickupyour

weapon(Ibentdownandmovedmyhandaround

tryingtofeelmyweaponbecauseIwasstillbling

foldedandIfounditandtookposition)

Jacob:NowlistenandhittheballasIthrowit.

Lisa:Yessir(IclosedmyeyesandlistenedIhadto

concentratehardifIwantedtohearthatballandI

did.IheardonecomingandIthrewtheknifeand

tookanotherandlistenedanditcamefrom a

differentdirectionandIthrewtheknife)

Thiswentonforawhileuntilhedecidedtotakethe

blindfoldoff,whenIlookedIsawthatIonlyhit5of

theballsthatwerethrownatme.

Jacob:Youdidwelltodaybutfrom nowonIwant

youtouseyourearsmorethanyouuseyoureyes.



Lisa:Yessir

Jacob:NowgetthathandtakencareoffbecauseI

wantitWelltomorrowmorning.

Lisa:Yessir(heleftmethereandIwenttothe

house)

Asanda:ShameBabe,letmelookatthathand.

Lisa:It’ssosoreAsandaandJacobsaidhewantsit

Okaytomorrowmorning.

Asanda:IhavesomeChinesepowerthatwillhelp

withthat.

Lisa:Thankyougirlfriend,GodIwantthistrainingto

beover.

Asanda:Welljustworkhardandgeteverythingright

thenitwillallbeover.

Lisa:IguessIhavetoworkhardthen.

Mthatha:



VusiwaswatchingNosiyamcela’shousewaitingfor

everyonetoleavesothathecangoandsee

Nosiyamcelawheneveryoneisatwork.Hewassick

andtiredofwaitingforsomethingtohappenand

todayhewasmorethandeterminedtopushherto

dosomething.Hehadhisjournalistfriendonspeed

dial,hewatchedasthepeopleleavethehouse.It

wasfirstNkosibuthefollowedbyNcebakazithen

Zodwafollowedshortly.Assoonaseveryonewas

outofsidehedroveinandthesecurityopenedfor

him sinceheknowshim.Hedroveinandparkedhis

carandgotoutthenwalkedtothedoorandknocked.

Amaidopenedforhim andshowedhim where

Nosiyamcelawassittingandhewenttohim.Hewas

drinkingteaintheloungeandhewentandsat

oppositehim.

Vusi:Goodmorningmother

Nosiyamcela:Goodmorning

Vusi:Pleasetellmewhattheprogressisonthe

issuewediscussed?



Nosiyamcela:Istillhavealottoplanandyouknow

thisjobisnoteasy.

Vusi:Letmemotivateyouthenmothersothatyou

canworkfaster(hetookouthisphoneanddialed

hisfriendandhepickedupimmediately)

Journalist:Yes?

Vusi:Doit

Journalist:Forthe8o’clock?

Vusi:Yes,Iwanttoseeitonmyscreeninthenext5

minutes.

Journalist:Done

Vusi:Great

HedroppedthecalledandlookedatNosiyamcela

whowastryingtokeephercooldrinkinghertea.

Nosiyamcela:Sodoyouhaveaplantohelpmeout

withthis?

Vusi:OfcourseIdo

Nosiyamcela:So?Tellme.



Vusi:Turnonthenewsandyouwillseeitinthis

hour’sheadlines.

Nosiyamcelachangedthechanneltothenews

Chanelanditwasnowtwominutesto8andshesat

backandwaited.

TheywerebothquietlookingattheTV,waitingfor

thenewstostart.Vusiwassoexcitedaboutwhat

wasabouttohappenwhileNosiyamcelawas

crossingfingersprayingthatVusididn’tdoanything

stupid.ThenewsstartedandVusiuppedthevolume

andtheyconcentratedonthetv.

News:

Presenter:Ontheheadlinestoday,atruckbetween

EugieandMaclearcollidedwithabackieandover

turned,takingthelivesof3people.

-Onothernewsawellknownbusinesswomanis

associatedtothekillingsthathavebeentaking



placeinthevillageofEncokonotsofarfrom

MthathaCBD.

-Weareexpectingstingstormsthisweekendand

viewersareadvisedtonottravelandstayathome

thisweekend.

-Iam SandisaNdlangacomingtoyouwithyour8

o’clocknews.

-Thetruckthatturnoverandcausedtheaccident

belongtooneofourbiggestcropsformersMr

Steward.Thetruckwastransportingcropswhenthe

accidenttookplaceandunfortunatelytherewereno

survivors.

-ThewellknownbusinesswomaninMthathais

believedtoberesponsibleforthekillingshappening

atEncokovillage.Itissaidthattheunknownwoman

iskillingthesepeoplefortheirorgans.Oursources

arestillgettingmoreinformationonthematter.

NosiyamcelaswitchedofftheTVandstoodup

pacingupanddownthelivingroom.Clearlyfuming,

shestoppedpacingandlookedatVusiwithdisgust.

Nosiyamcela:Whyinthehellwouldyoudothatfor?



Vusi:LikeIsaid,tomotivateyoutoworkfasteror

elsebitsandpiecesofyouroperationwillbemade

publicuntilIrevealyournameandtheevidence

linkingyoutoallofthis.

Nosiyamcela:Getourofmyhousenow!!(she

screamed)

Vusi:NoneedtoshoutnowMotheram leaving,(he

smiled)youhave3daysandIwon’tcomebackhere

againbutifIdon’tseeresultsIwillkeepleaking

informationaboutyourbusiness.

Nosiyamcela:Isaidgetout!!

Vusiwalkedtothedoorsmilingandgotout.

Nosiyamcelawasleftscreamingandcursinginthe

house.
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Mthatha

Nosiyamcelawastalkingtothechiefwhocalledher

becausehewasconcernedabouttheiroperation

andgettingarrestedshouldthingsgosouth.

Ncebakaziwaspreparingtogotoherdatewith

Luxolowhenshesawthatshelefthershoesinthe

lounge.Soshewenttogetthem wearinghergown

asshewasn’tdressedyet.Sheheardhermother

shoutingandtalkingtosomeoneonthephoneand

shestoppedandlistened.Becauseshereally

soundedupsetandshewantedtoknowwhy.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:Lookhere,Itoldyouit’sbusinessas

usualandthepersonwhodidthisissomeoneclose

tome.

Chief:Ifthatpersonisthatclosetoyouthenwhydid



heorshedivulgesuchsensitiveinformationtothe

media.

Nosiyamcela:Becausehewantsmetogethim

somethingandIcan’tdothatifyoustopworking

andIneedthoseheartsthisweekend.

Chief:Youwillgetthem justmakesureyoutake

careofthis.

Nosiyamcela:Ialwaystakecareofmyproblems

nowdoyourjobandIwilldomine.

Ncebakazi’sjawdroppedassheclosedhermouth

withherhandtryingtoprocesswhatsheheard.

NosiyamcelaturnedaroundandsawNcebakazi.

Nosiyamcela:Yintonikuweyangathiobone

isithunzela(whatisitwithyoulookinglikeyoujust

sawaghost)

Ncebakazi:Ungubani(whoareyou?)

Nosiyamcela:haiboNcebakazimntanam ndim

umamakhoohThixokwenzakantoningomntanam

(Ncebakaziit’smeyourmother,lordwhatis

happeningtomychild)



Ncebakazi:Nowhatishappeningwithyouwoman?

Whothehellareyou?

Nosiyamcela:Mandingaqhelekisekutheningoku

wathethanam ngathiwehlaemthini?(heydon’tbe

forwardwhatiswrongwithyoutalkingtomelike

youfallingoffatree?)

Ncebakazi:Nosiyamcelaam askingyouwhoareyou?

Nosiyamcela:Idon’tknowwhatmakesyouthinkit’s

okayforyoutocallmebymyfirstnamebutIwilllet

itpassuntilyoutellmewhatisgoingon.

Ncebakazi:Iheardyouonthephone.

Nosiyamcela:WhatExactlydidyouhear?

Ncebakazi:Iheardeverything,Iheardthatthe

womanIusedtocallmymotherisgoneand

replacedwiththisheartlessthingstandingbefore

me(Nosiyamcelathrewameanslapatherandit

shockedNcebakaziassheheldontoherburning

cheek)

Ncebakazi:Youcanhitmeallyoulikebutasfrom

todayIdon’thaveamother,youdiedthemoment



youdecidedthatkillingpeoplewasagoodthing.

Nosiyamcela:Don’tbeafoolNcebakazi,those

peoplehadnothing,theirlivesweremeaningless

andallIdidwastodothem afavorofendingitfor

them.

Ncebakazi:WhodiedandmadeyouGod

Nosiyamcelahuh?Whatgaveyoutherighttoplay

Godwithotherpeople’slivesandfamilies?

Nosiyamcela:YoucallwhattheyhadlifeandIcallit

misery.

Ncebakazi:Youareheartless,doyouevenhavea

heart?Nowonderdadneverlovedyou.

Nosiyamcela:Ialsodidn’tlovehim butIlovedhis

status,whatmakesyouthinkIdidn’tgivehim ason.

Nkosibuthe:Becomesasonwouldhaveforcedyou

tobeachiefswifeandstayintheruralareas,a

placeyouresent.(saidNkosibuthegettingin

comingfrom work)

Nosiyamcela:IresentitAlright!IgrewupthereandI

wasn’tabouttospendtherestofmylifethere



lookingafterthosefilthypeople.

Nkosibuthe:It’sfunnyhowyoucallthem filthyyet

youwereoneofthem whenIfoundyou.

Nosiyamcela:Imighthavebeenlivingtherebutmy

lifeandmyhomewaswaybetterthanthatofthose

people.

Nkosibuthe:Andyouwonderwhyyouwillnever

amounttoanything.NcebakaziLetsgotomystudy

mychildIhavesomethingtorunbyyou.

Ncebakazi:YesFather

Nosiyamcela:Ncebakazicomehereforaminute

(Nkosibuthewalkedaheadgoingtohisstudywhile

Ncebakaziwasleftlookingathermotherwith

disgust)

Nosiyamcela:Listenheregirlyandlistengood,ifyou

somuchassayawordofwhatyouheardtoyour

fatherbelievemeIwillkillyoursisterwhileyou

watchthenmoveontoyourfather.

Ncebakazi:Youwouldn’tdare

Nosiyamcela:Trymebabygirltryme,Ibroughtyou



tothisworldandIcantakeyououtjustaseasy.

Ncebakazi:UkhohlakeleFuziswa(youarecruel

Fuziswa)

Nosiyamcela:Youcancallmebymymaidenname

ormymaritaloneIdon’tcarebutdareopenyourbig

mouthandyouwillregretit.

Ncebakazilefthermotherstandingthereandwent

toherfatherinthestudy.Shesatoppositehim at

thetable.

Nkosibuthe:Looknanathecompanyabroadis

sufferingbecausenooneistherekeepingtrackof

thingssoIwasthinkingthatmaybeyoushouldgo

andtakecareofthingsforamonthortwo.

Ncebakazi:HowareaboutyousendBukhosi?I

meanit’shightimehelearnsmanagingthefamily

business.

Nkosibuthe:Yourightmydear,soareyougoingto

talktohim orshouldI?

Ncebakazi:Letstalktohim togethersothathe



knowsthatwearebothokaywiththis.

Nkosibuthe:Okaythen,youknowmybabyam proud

ofthewomanyouarebecoming.Youarematured

nowandIlikehowyouthinkanddothingsnow.

Ncebakazi:Thankyoufatherbutit’sonlylogicalthat

mybrotherlearnsbecauseonedayZodwaandIwill

getmarriedandwhowilltakecareofthebusiness?

Nkosi:YouallwillBecausethat’showIwantittobe

like.MarriedornotIdon’twantyoutofeellikeyou

don’thavespaceinthecompanyorthishouse.

Ncebakazi:Thankyoufather.FathercanIaskyoua

question?

Nkosibuthe:Yesanything.

Ncebakazi:Whatkindofapersonwasmom when

youfirstmet.

Nkosibuthe:WellIdon’tknowreally,yourmother

waschosenformesoIdidn’tknowanythingabout

her.AllIknewisthatshecamefrom awelloff

familybuteveryoneknewherauntinthathouse

becauseofhowcruelandheartlessshewas.



Ncebakazi:Whatdidshedotobelabeledlikethat.

Nkosibuthe:Idon’tknowifitwasrumorsorwhatbut

peopleusedtosaythatsheuseshumanpartsas

mutiandalsogavepeopleallsortsofthingsfor

moneyrituals.

Ncebakazi:Mmm Okay

Nkosibuthe:Whydoyouask?

Ncebakazi:It’sjustthatIneverreallyknewthekind

ofpersonmotheris,shedoesn’ttalktouslikeyou

doandonlysayswhatsheneedstoandthatisit.

Nkosibuthe:Wellshehasalwaysbeenlikethat.

NosiyamcelawaslisteningbythedoorasNcebakazi

andherfatherweretalking.

Nosiyamcela:Youdidwellbykeepingyourmouth

shutbabygirlbecauseIwouldn’tletyouoranyone

elseruinwhatIworkedsohardfor.

VusiwasattheparkhopingtoseeAsithandilebut



hehasbeenthereforawhilenowandAsithandile

wasanoshow.Hedecidedtogotoherhouse,he

drovethereandparkednexttoBukhosi’scarand

wenttothedoorandknocked.Bukhosiopenedfor

him andlethim in.

Bukhosi:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Vusi:Icametoapologizetoyoursisterandyoufor

mybehaviorafewweeksago.

Bukhosi:Letssit,IthinkyouandIneedtohavea

mantoman(theywentandsatonthecouches)

nowtellmewhatisyourproblem?

Vusi:Ireallydon’tknowwhatcameovermethatday,

butIwillnotsithereandlietoyou.Iloveyoursister

andIfellforhertheveryfirstdayIsawher,and

whenIsawheragainthatdayIcouldn’tcontrol

myself,Icouldn’tpretendtobehappywithanother

whiletheonemyheartyearnsforwasrightinfront

ofme.

Bukhosi:IhearyouandIempathizewithyou.

Howeverthethreatyoumadeaboutmakingheryour

wifelikeyouwereplanningsomethingdidsitwell



withmeasherbrother.

Vusi:AsIsaid,IapologizedforeverythingIdidand

saidthatday,ifIdidn’tseeanythingwronginwhatI

didIwouldn’tbeheretoday.

Bukhosi:Iknowyoudon’tknowthisbutifyoudare

dosomethingtomysisterthenyouwilllivetoregret

it.AskStickswhoPoweris?

Vusi:YouknowPower?(heaskedsounding

shocked)

Bukhosi:Pleaseleavenow

Vusigotupandleft.Hegottohiscarandsatthere

thinkingaboutwhatBukhosijustsaid.

Vusi:HowdoesthatguyknowPower?Imeanno

onewhohasseentheguyshaslivedtotellthetailor

describewhathelookslike.Howcouldheknowhim

andstillbealiveandwell.LetmecallJacob(he

tookouthisphoneanddialedhisnumberandhe

pickeduponthesecondring)

Jacob:Yeah?



Vusi:Ihaveaquestionforyouman.

Jacob:Shoot

Vusi:HowdoesthebrotherofthegirlIsentyoua

pictureofknowPower?

Jacob:Whatgirl?BecauseIdealwithmanygirls.

Vusi:TheoneIaskedyoutobringtoCapeTownfor

meandyoutoldmeshe’sundertheprotectionof

yourboss.

Jacob:Ohthatgirl!Whatabouther?

Vusi:HowdoesherbrotherknowPower?

Jacob:Letmejustsayifyoumesswithheryouwill

meetbothSticksandPower.

Vusi:ButIheardheretired

Jacob:Retiredornotman,youmesswithfamilyyou

meetyourancestors.Simpleasthat.(hedropthe

call)

Idon’tknowwhatthisspiderwebisbutwhateverit

isit’sdangerous.Motherwillhavetobringoutthe



biggunstopullthisoff.
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AsithandilePOV:

WhatIdon’tunderstandaboutancestorsisthatthey

leaveyouinthisworldwithnothingthenwhenthey

aredeadtheyaskyoutodothingstheythemselves

couldn’taffordtodowhentheywerestillalive.I

havebeenhavingthesamedream forthepasttwo

daysandIwouldwakeuponlytogobacktoitwhen

Ifallasleep.Inthedream it’slikeam backhome

EncokoandIstilllivewithbothmyparents.My

motherisoutsidebusyonthefirewhilecooking

steam breadandmyfatherisintheroom.It’slike

hisnotfeelingwellandisinbed,hecallsmetothe



room andwhenIgettohim heasksmeforablanket

becausehiscold.Igotothewardrobeandgetthe

blanketsbutwhenIgiveittohim hetellsmethatis

nottheblankethewants.ThenIseeusoutsidethe

houseinthekraalandhepointsatabull,notjust

anybullbutabigbrownonewithbigbenthorns.

Hethengivesmeaspearandtellsmetoslaughterit

andskinitthenlettheskindrybecauseitistheone

thatwillkeephim warm.ThenItakethespearand

startslaughteringthecowandwhenIlookatmy

handstheyarefullofbloodandIwakeupdrenched

insweat.SoIresorttonotsleepingbecauseIdon’t

wanttorepeatthesamedream overandoveragain,

Ihavedarkcirclesundermyeyesbecauseoflackof

sleepandatworkIpumpmyselfwithenergydrinks

justtostayawake.ForschoolIdothesamebutmy

marksaresuregoingtodropbecauseoflackof

concentration.

Welltalkingaboutwork,Imightaswellwakeupand



preparedmyselffortheday.Iwakeupandgotothe

bathroom,tookacoldshowerbecauseGodknowsI

needit.Igotdressedandreadyforwork,thenwent

tothekitchenforbreakfastandIfindmybrother

havingcoffee.

Asithandile:Morningbigbro

Bukhosi:Morningbabysis

IyawnasIgotothecupboardtogetsomecereal

andpouritinmybowlandmybrotherwaslookingat

meallthistime.

Bukhosi:Whatisgoingonwithyou?

Asithandile:Nothingreally

Bukhosi:Asithandileyousleepearlyeverynightyet

youwakeuplookinglikeazombie.Nowtellmewhat

isgoingonwithyou.

Asithandile:Ijusthaven’tbeensleepingwell.

Bukhosi:Why?

Asithandile:Ihavebeenhavingthesamedream over

andoveragainwithmyfatheraskingmetogivehim

ablanketbecausehiscold.



Bukhosi:Idon’tknowmuchaboutthatbutmama

mustknowsomethingsolet’scallhernowtofind

outwhatitmeans.

Asithandile:AnythingThatwillhelpmewiththisIwill

takeit.

Bukhositookouthisphoneandcalledhismother

whopickeduponthethirdring.

Convo:

Nosakhele:Mntanam (mychild)

Bukhosi:Motherhowareyou?

Nosakhele:Am wellchildhowareyouandyour

sisterdoing?

Bukhosi:Am wellbutsheisn’tma

Nosakhele:WhatiswrongwithmychildBukhosi?

Bukhosi:ButMotherwhyareyoushoutinglikeIdid

somethingtoher?

Nosakhele:Heydon’ttrymewhatiswrongwithmy

granddaughter?



Bukhosi:Yho!She’sbeenhavingdreamsabouther

fathersayinghiscoldandshowinghersomebullto

slaughterandsaysit’sskinwillmakehim warm.

Nosakhele:OhIunderstandmmm

Bukhosi:Mamasithinikaloku(motherwhatshould

wedo?)

Nosakhele:KhawuthuleBukhosindisacinga(shut

upBukhosiam thinking)

Bukhosi:YhoIdon’tknowwhatgottoyoutoday.

Nosakhele:Jongakuzawufunekakwenziwe

umsebenziwezilakuxhelwelenkomoayifunayoze

ifelelayolomiswelisukwelizothambaemvakoko

liyokombathiswaingcwabalakhe(lookwewillhave

toperform aritualforhim andslaughterthebullhe

showedher,takeitsskinanddryitthenuseoilsto

makeitsoftthengocoverhisgravewithit)

Bukhosi:Am sorrymotherbutIdon’tunderstand

howthismancanwantallthatfrom achildhe

abusedwhilehewasstillalive.Nowthathisdead

andhasthepowertotakehersleepshemustwalk

aroundlikeazombiebecausehewantssomething?



No!Tomehisstillabusingthischildandweare

allowingit.

Nosakhele:Bukhosiwaysoftheancestorsare

unpredictableandwecan’talwaysunderstandthem.

Yesheabusedherwhilehewasalivebutmy

questionistoyou,areyoudoingthisForSakhumzi

oryoudoingitforyoursistertogetwell.

Bukhosi:Formysister

Nosakhele:Yougotyouranswer,tellmewhenyou

guysarereadyandIwilltalktoSakhumzi’speople

sothatthiscanbedone.

Bukhosi:OkayMother,wehavetobeonourwayto

worknow.

Nosakhele:OkayvisitmesoonImissyou.

Bukhosi:WewillMotherbye.

HedroppedthecallandtoldAsithandilewhattheir

grandfathersaid.Shedidn’tminddoingallthisas

longasshewillgetsomerest.Theyleftthehouse

andmadetheirwaytoworkbutsincetheydidn’tget



thechancetoeatbreakfastAsithandileaskedher

brothertodropheroffinTownsoshecanget

somethingandhedid.

Shegotoutthecarandwalkedtotheplacethat

sellsbunnychowandgotinandboughtitthenwhen

shegotoutshecollidedwithanoldwoman.

Asithandile:Ndiyaxolisamamabendingajonganga

aphondihambakhona(SorryMotherIdidn’tlook

whereIwasgoing)

Oldwoman:Kulungilemntanam (itsalrightmychild)

shethenliftedherheadandlookedatmestraightin

theeyesandIlookedback.Hereyesweresparkling

liketheyhadtearsonthem thatwillfallanymoment

andshespokewhilelookingatmewithoutblinking.

Oldwoman:Badluckwillcontinuetofollowyouif

youappeaseancestorsthatarenotevenyours.

Royalbloodisstrongandthefightgoingonbetween

thetwoancestorsisgoingtoaffectyou.Findhim

andgethim todorightbyyou.

Asithandile:Makhuluuthethangantoni?

(grandmotherwhatareyoutalkingabout?)



Oldwoman:Royalbloodhastogobacktowhereit

belongs,Yourfathershandsarestainedwithblood

andonlyyoucangranthim theforgivenessheneeds

from theancestors.Findhim andmakethingsright

forbothyoursakes.

Asithandile:Istilldon’tunderstandmyfatherdied

andIdon’tunderstandwhatyoumeanaboutroyal

bloodbecauseam notroyaltyand...(shecuther

short)

Oldwoman:Gonowchild,butrememberbeing

guardedbytwoancestorscancauseyouproblems,

choosetheoneyoubelongtoandmakepeacewith

theotherandallwillbewell.(shesaidpushingme

togoandIstartedwalkingbutIturnedbacktolook

atheragainandshewasgone)Isearchedforher

withmyeyesbutIcouldn’tfindher.Igotbacktothe

carstillconfusedandtryingtomakesenseofwhat

shesaid.

Bukhosi:Whattookyousolong?

Asithandile:Imetanoldwomanwhosaidvery



confusingthingstome.

Bukhosi:Howoldwasshe?

Asithandile:Veryoldlikeagrandmotherthatisover

80yearsoldbecauseherskiniswrinkledandwalks

withacane.Herbackisbentandcan’tstandup

straight.

Bukhosi:Theyoushouldknowthatthoseoldwoman

aredelusional.

Asithandile:Maybe.Let’sgotowork.

TheydroveofftoworkwithAsithandilequiettrying

tomakesenseofitallbutnothingwasmaking

sensefrom whatthewomansaid.1oneshe’snot

royalatleastthat’swhatsheknows,2thereareno

twoancestorsfightingforheronlyherfatherthatis

givinghersleeplessnights,3Howcanshefindher

fatherwhenhisdead.4who’sbloodisstaininghis

handsandwhyisshesupposedtobetheoneto

helphim gainforgivenessfrom theancestors.5

Whatisitthatshehastomakerightforboththeir

sakesandfinallywhatdoesshemeanchooseone



andmakepeacewiththeother?Allthesequestions

wererunningthroughhermindbutwithnoanswers.

Encokovillage:

Nokonwabawasconcernedaboutherhusband,she

noticedthathehasn’tbeensleepingandwhenshe

askshewouldsay‘dreamsarekeepingmeupat

nightmydeardon’tworryaboutit’butfrom therehe

wouldsitinhiskraalinthemiddleofthenighttillthe

earlyhoursofthemorning.Ifhedoesn’tdothathe

willsayhisgoingtothefieldsbecauseheneedsto

think.Nowtodayshewantedtoknowexactlywhat

thedreamsareaboutbecausenomatterhowangry

shewasatherhusbandshedidn’tlikeseeinghim

likethat.Shewenttohim withbreakfastinhandand

satnexttohim.

Nokonwaba:Myhusband,hereisbreakfast.

Mqwathi:Thankyoumydear.

Nokonwaba:Iknowwehaven’tbeenourselveslately



butIdon’tlikeseeingyoulikethis.Whatisgoingon?

Mqwathi:Ijustkeephavingonerecurringdream

everynightandit’sbotheringme.

Nokonwaba:TellmeaboutitmaybeIcanhelp.

Mqwathi:Idon’tthinkso,Ialsotriedbutnothing.

Nokuthula:Twomindsarebetterthanone.Please

tellme.

Mqwathi:Okay,inthisdream am alwaysina

ceremonyintroducingmydaughtertotheancestors

andacknowledgingherasmyownbutduringthat

timewhenwearepreparingforherceremonysheis

busywithanotherceremony,aritualtoSakhumzi.

From theremygrandfather,mygrandmother,my

fatherandmothergothereandIfollowbehindand

whenwegettheretheystartfightingwithSakhumzi

andhispeople.ThenItrytostopthem whileam

holdingaspearandthenextthingIseeisbloodon

myhandwiththespearinhandalsocoveredin

blood.Everyoneisnowquietandlookingatmeand

whenIlookaroundIseemydaughterlayingonthe

groundinapoolofbloodandIwakeup.



Nokonwaba:Ididsaythattheancestorsarefighting

overthischildandIdidsaythatallthebadluckwill

gotoherbecauseinsteadofbeingprotectedbyher

peopletheyarefightingforrightstoher.Trybyall

meanstogetthatchildhereandtellherthetruth

thenintroduceherprobablytotheancestors.Royal

bloodisnottobeabandonedandyouknowthat,the

ancestorshavegivenyoualotoftimetomake

thingsrightandyoudidn’t.Nowtheyaregoingto

punishyoubytakingyouronlychildifyoudon’t

listen.

Mqwathi:Ndikuvilenkosikazikwayeunyanisile.

Ingasenjeabadalabandiboniseindlelangobazininzi

izintoezimiendleleniyam.(Ihearyoumywifeand

youareright.Iwishtheancestorscanshowmethe

waybecausetherearealotofthingsstandinginmy

way)

Nokonwaba:Isaybringbackthehealerofthepalace

andlethim dohisjob.Whatmadehim goliveinthe

mountainstobeginwith?

Mqwathi:AfterWhatIdidtoAsithandile’smotherhe

saidtheancestorshaveturnedtheirbacksonme



andmypeople.Hesaidhewillonlycomebackwhen

it’stimetomakethingsright.

Nokonwaba:Buthehasbeengoneforover20years,

whatabouthisfamily?

Mqwathi:SinceIknewIwasthereasonforhim

leavingthem behindItookituponmetotakecareof

hisfamilyuntilhereturns.

Nokonwaba:Atleastyoudidwellbydoingthat.

Theycontinuetalkingaboutsendingpalaceguards

andmenwhowillknowhim togosearchingforhim

inthemountainsandbringhim backtotheroyal

housebuttheywerealsoworriedthathemaynot

wanttocomebackifhestilllives.

Staytuned.
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NosiyamcelawaspushedintoacornerbyVusiwhen

hegavehertheultimatum ofdeliveringAsithandile

in3days.Shehadtocallinalotoffavorstopullthis

wholethingoff,atfirstshethoughthewouldn’tdo

anythingafterthreedaysbutafter3daystherewas

aleakofoneofherwarehousesthathadnew

equipmentinandakidneytobeshippedofftoCape

Townanditwassealedasevidencesosheworked

hardtopullofthekidnapingofAsithandile.She

spoketoherdoctorfriendinCapeTownanditturns

outshewasvolunteeringinColombiafortwoyears

andhasaplacethereandfriendswhocanhelpVusi

andAsithandiletofindtheirfeetwhentheygetthere.

Shealsogotoneofherhusbandsassociatestoland



herhiscompanyjetandheonlydidthatbecause

theyhavebeenseeingeachotherforyearsnowso

hesawnoproblem inlandinghisloverthejet.The

jetissettotakeoffthismorningandVusiisall

packedandreadytogobutisalsocrossingfingers

thattheygetAsithandilebecauseiftheylosethis

chancetheywon’tgetanotherone.

Asithandile’sdreamsgotworseoverthepastweek

asaresulttheirgrandmotherspoketoSakhumzi’s

peopletodotheritualwhichtookalotofconvincing

forthem toagreebecausetheystillbelievethat

Asithandilekilledtheirbrother.Sotodayshewas

preparingherstafftogotoEncokowhileBukhosi

wokeupearlytogogettheirgrandmotherinEugie

andAsithandilewasleftaloneinthehouse.She

finishedpackingherstuffandherbrothersbecause

theydon’tknowhowlongtheywillhavetostaythere.

Shesawthattheluxurycupboardwasemptysoshe

decidedtogototownandbuyafewthingsforthem

andsomemageuforhergrandmothersinceshe

likesthem.



Sheleftanoteforherbrotherincasetheycame

beforeshereturnedthenoteread.

Heybigbro

Iquicklywenttogetussnacksfortheroadanda

fewthingsforthehousesinceIknowthereis

nothingthere.Ifyougethomewithgrandmother

beforeIdoourbagsarereadyjustloadthem and

meetmeintownsothatwecango.

Greetgrandmotherforme

Love

Asi

Sheputthenoteonthecoffeetableandtookher



phoneandbagthenlockedthehouseandleftgoing

totown.Nosiyamcela’speopleweonstandbyothers

followingher.Bathandwawastomeetthem the

followingmorningatthevillagesincetheritualwill

bedonethefollowingmorningbuttheyhadtoleave

earlytoprepareforthepeople.Shetookacabto

townandsheleftwithNosiyamcela’speople

followingbehind.Shegottotownpaidthedriverand

wenttosparshestartedwithanenergydrinksince

thatwasherlifenow.Oneoftheguystookan

energydrinkandputsomedruginitandwenttoher.

Man:Beautifullady

Asithandile:Hey

Man:Iseewehavethesameaddiction

Asithandile:addiction?(sheaskedwithoneeyebrow

raised)

Man:Energydrink

Asithandile:OhyeahbutIwishitwassomethingI

didbecauseIwantedtobutIhavenochoice.

Man:Youlooklikeyouneedonenow.



Asithandile:Youhavenoideaminefinished

yesterdaythat’swhyam gettingmore.

Man:HeretakemineandIwillgogetanother.

Asithandile:Noit’sokayIwillmanagetillam done

shopping.

Man:Butyoulooklikeadeadpersonwalkingand

youyawningallthetime.SotakeitIalreadyopened

itandIwillgogetanotheranddon’tworryIwillpay.

Asithandile:Wellthenthankyou.

Man:Ididn’tdrinkitIpromisehaha

Asithandile:YeahOkaythanksagain

Man:It’sapleasure,mynameisAbongilebytheway.

Asithandile:NicetomeetyouAbongileandthanks

forthedrink.

Abongile:Youwelcomenowletmegogetmyfix

Asithandile:Okay(heleftandwentbacktothe

fridgeforanotheronecarryingashoppingbusket.)



Asithandilecontinuedhershoppingwhiledrinking

theenergydrink.Whenshewasabouttofinishitshe

washalfwaythroughitandshewasfeelingsleepy.

Theguywasnotfarbehindher,shedecidedtogo

payandleave.Shewenttothetillbutbeforeshe

couldgetthereshefellandAbongilecaughther

beforeshehittheground.

Abongile:Babewhat’swrong?(Asithandiledidn’t

answerasshewasdriftingoffandhearingshis

voicefrom afar.Peoplewhosawcametogetherwith

oneoftheguysAbongilewaswith)

Woman:Whathappenedhere?

Abongile:Shefainted

Woman:HereIhavewatersprinklesomeonherface

(AbongiledidastoldButAsithandilewouldn’twake

up)

Man:Lookmanmycarisjustoutsidethedoorlet

mehelpyouwithhersothatwecantakehertothe

hospital.

Woman:Yeshurryitmightbeserous



TheguyshelpedeachotherwithAsithandileandput

herinthebackseatofthecaranddroveoffheading

totheairfieldwherethejetwas.Theygotthereand

NosiyamcelatogetherwithVusiandsomeother

guyswerewaitingforthem.Theyparkedthecarand

tookheroutheadingtothejet,Vusiwasallsmiles

whenhesawherandNosiyamcelawenttotheguys

whowereholdingher.

Nosiyamcela:Goodjob!Expectyourpaymenton10

minutes.

Them:Yesmam.

Nosiyamcela:Goodnowtakehertothejet.(the

guystookhertothejetandVusiwentto

Nosiyamcela)

Vusi:YoupulleditoffMotheram impressed.

Nosiyamcela:It’snotlikeIhadachoice.

Vusi:Eitherwayam happyandyouwon’tbeseeing

meforalongtime.

Nosiyamcela:Goodnowgobeforepeoplefindout.



Vusiwenttothejetandthemomenthegotinthe

enginestarted.Nosiyamcelagotintohercarand

droveoffandtheguysdidthesame.Thejettookoff

AndAsithandilewasgone.

Bukhosigotbackhomewithhisgrandmothertopick

upAsithandilesothattheycango.Heparkedthecar

andtheygotout,whenhegottothedooritwas

lockedtohetookhiskeysandopened.Theyboth

gotinandthegrandmotherwenttothelounge.

Nosakhele:Asithandilemychildcomewearehere!

(shecalledforherbutnothing)

Bukhosi:Letmegocallhermotherwhileyoureston

thecouchsolong,am sureshe’sasleep.

Nosakhele:Okayam tiredreallyam notusedto

leavingmyhomeandtravelingthisfar.

Bukhosiwenttoherroom andknockedbutthere

wasnoanswersoheopenedthedoorbutshewas

notthere,hecheckedthebathroom stillnothing.He

tookthebagsthathesawandwentoutwiththem.



Bukhosi:Mothershe’snothere.

Nosakhele:LiphephalantonieliBukhosi?

Alibhalwanganguye?Andibonikakuhlengobaiglass

zam zisebheginiinafunda(whatisthisnote

Bukhosi?Didn’tshewriteit?Ican’tseeproperlyand

myglassesareinmybag,takeitandread.Shesaid

handingthenotetoBukhosiandhereadit)

Bukhosi:She’sinTownmothershesayswemust

meetherthere.

Nosakhele:Ihopeshewon’tforgetmymageu.

Bukhosi:Noshewon’tmotherlet’sgowewillmeet

herthere.

Hetookthebagstothecarandhisgrandmother

followedandgotin,Bukhosiwentandlockedthe

doorandwenttothecaranddroveofftotown.They

gotthereandhegotoutandwenttosparsinceit’s

theonlybigsupermarketinMthathabesides

shoprite.Helookedaroundinalltheislesbuthe

couldn’tfindher,sohetookouthisphoneandcalled

herbutitwentstraighttovoicemail.Hegotoutof



sparandwenttoshopritetolookforherbutnothing.

Hethoughtofthebunnychowplaceshelikesand

wenttherebutstillnothing.Hepanickedandwent

backtothecar.

Nosakhele:Whereisshe?

Bukhosi:Ican’tfindhermother

Nosakhele:Thencallher

Bukhosi:Itriedbutherphoneisonvoicemail.

Nosakhele:HayihayiBukhosihambojongaumntana

wontanam (nonoBukhosigolookformygrand

child)

Bukhosiwentoutthecaragainandwenttospar

askingpeopleiftheyhaveseenher,showingthem a

pictureofherinhisphonebutnoonesawher.He

wenttothecashier.

Bukhosi:Am sorrymissbutam lookingforthisgirl,

didyoumaybeseeherhere?

Cashier:Yessheistheonewhofaintednotsolong

ago(Bukhosibreathsasighofrelief)



Bukhosi:Okayshefaintedandwhereisshenow?

Cashier:Haibouyintonikuye(whatareyoutoher?)

Bukhosi:Am herBrothernowpleasetellmewhere

sheis.

Cashier:Abanyeobhutiebebelaphabamse

esibhadlelengobaebengavukisegalelwaamanzi

(otherguyswhowereheretookhertothehospital

sinceshewasn’twakingup)

Bukhosi:OkayThankyou

Herushedtothecarandgotinandstartedthecar.

Mosakhele:Whereisshe?

Bukhosi:Theysayshefaintedandwouldn’twakeup

andsomeguystookhertothehospital.

Nosakhele:Letsgonow,thisritualneedstobedone

becausethisisgettingoutofhand.

Bukhosididn’tanswerhejustpressedhardofthe

acceleratorgoingtothehospital.Thereareonlytwo

ofthosethere,thepubliconeandtheprivateoneso



sincerelyheknowsAsithandileisnotonmedicalaid

hewenttothepublichospital.Gotthereandasked

aboutagirlwhowasbroughtinanhouragobutno

oneknewher.Heshowedthestuffpicturesbutno

oneknewherandhepanickedandwentstraightto

thewardsopeningeachandeveryoneofthem and

securitywasfollowinghim tryingtostophim.

Theygottohim buthewassoangrythathe

punchedthesecurityguardandcontinuedwithhis

search.Heevenwenttotheaterbutnothing,hegot

outandwenttothecar.

Nosakhele:Didyoufindher?

Bukhosi:Nomother.

Nosakhele:Ohlordwhereismygrandchild?

Bukhosidroveoffgoingtotheprivatehospitalwhich

wasahitsmallerthanthepubliconebutsamething.

HefoundnothingandbynowPowerwasstartingto

resurface.Hewenttothecaragainst.

Bukhosi:MotherIdon’tthinkwearestillgoing,



Asithandileismissingandam takingyouhomeso

thatIcanlookforher.

Nosakhele:it’salrightson,Whatisimportantnowis

findingher.

Bukhosidroveoffgoingbackhometodrophis

mother.Hecouldn’tcontrolhisanger.

IntheJetVusiwasathishappiestdrinkingwhiskey

sittingbackenjoyingtheridetoColombiawhile

Asithandilewasoutcoldintheroom inthejet,her

phoneinherbagbutwithnosignalsinceshewas

airborne.
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(It’snoteditedmypeopleam sorry)

Bukhosiwasgoingcrazyabouthissisters

disappearance.Helefthismotherhomeandwentto

Townthenstraighttosparandaskedthecashierto

describetheguyswhotookherandshedid.Butthe

problem wasthathedidn’tknowthem orwhotheir

bosswas.Hewenttotheiroldwarehousethatwas

inbetweenUgieandMaclearinafarm.Hegotthere

justlateafternoonandwenttohisparkingspot

whichhadacarparkedthereandthatmadehiseven

moreangry.Hegotoutthecarandwentstraightto

thedoorandknocked,theguysopenedwithguns

pointedathim butthemomenttheysawhim they

droppedtheirweapons.

Power:Cansomebodytellmewhothefoolthat

parkedinmyspotis?

Danger:Itwasmeboss

Power:Andyoudidthatbecause?

Danger:Sinceit’sbeenyearssinceyoucamehereI

thoughtIcoulduseit.



Power:Goandparkmycarinit’spotandIwantmy

oldcaroutfrontin5minutes!

Danger:Yesboss.

Power:GoWhatareyouwaitingfor!(heshouted

anddangerranoutthedoorgoingtodoastoldwhile

theotherguysweresweatingandthenewcomers

thatdidn’tknowhim justassumeditwashim bythe

respectandfeartheotherguysshowed)

Power:NowIwanttoknowwhothemoronsarewho

tookmysistertoday?

Liver:Bossyouhaveasister?

Power:Don’taskmeretardedquestionswhenyou

justheardIsaidmysister.

Liver:Sorryboss.

Power:NowIaskedStickstoputsurveillanceonher,

sowhoarethemoronswhowereresponsible?

Liver:It’sKatandMouseboss

Power:Doyouwantmetokeepaskingquestionsor



youaregoingtotellmewheretheyare?

Liver:Thelasttimetheycheckedintheysaidthey

wereinMthathastillinsurveillance.

Power:Getthem onthelineandtellthem Iwant

them herein10minutesandnotaminutelonger.

Liver:Yesboss

Power:Andtellthesefoolsyouhiredtospotstaring

atme.(hewalkedtotheofficeatthebackand

calledSticksbutJacobpickedup)

Convo:

Jacob:Bozza

Power:Mysisterwastaken

Jacob:Ihaveanideawhomightberesponsible.

Power:Who?

Jacob:Vusi

Power:Vusi?

Jacob:Yestheguysentmeapictureofherabout



twoweekagoandtoldmehewantsherinCapeand

Itoldhim she’sprotected.Clearlyhedidn’tlisten.

Power:DowestillhaveZukesinCapeTown?

Jacob:Yeswedo.

Power:Tellhim toturnCapeTownupsidedownand

findthisVusiguy.

Jacob:Onit

Power:AlsoTellStickstowrapitupandgethisass

here.

Jacob:Iwill.

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesandhedroppedthecall

thendangerknocked.Andheinvitedhim in.

Danger:Bosstheyarehere

Power:Goodam comingbutsolonggetFingersto

pingmysistersphoneandgivemefeedbackin5

Danger:Yesboss.

Powerwenttotheothersideofthewarehouse



wherealltheguyswereandKatandMousewere

there.

Power:Soyouarethefoolswhoweresupposedto

besurveillingmysister.

Kat:Bosswedidn’tknowitwasyoursister.

Power:Doesitmatterswho’ssisteritis?Yourjob

wastodosurveillanceandyoufailed!(hshouted

andeveryonegotscaredbecausethosewhoknow

him knewverywellthatit’sabouttogodown)

Mouse:BossIsawtheguysbutshewastalkingto

oneofthem insidesparandevengaveheradrinkso

Ithoughttheyneweachother.

Power:Thenwhathappened?

Kat:Thenafewminuteslatertheywererushingher

tothecaritseem shefaintedorsomethingandthey

droveoff.

Power:Didyougettheirplates?

Kat:Yesboss.

Power:Diditoccurtoyouthattheymighthave

druggedherwhentheyhaveherthedrink?



Mouse:Wedidn’tthinkaboutitBoss.

Power:Youknowtheonlyreasonwhyam notkilling

youbothnowisbecauseyouknowthesefoolsandI

wantyoutofindthem asinyesterday.

Kat:Yesboss.

Power:Andyoustillstandinghere?Isaidnow!!(he

shoutedandoneofthenewguysfellbackwardsas

hewasmovingbackashespoke)

Power:Whatthehell!!Youeverletfoolslikethisone

joinus?(nooneanswered)

Powerwenttothecomputerroom tofindFingerand

gettheinformationonthephone.Whenhegotthere

Fingerswasbusyondoinghisthingonthe

computer.

Power:Fingers

Fingers:Thephonemovedfrom spurinMthathato

theairfieldthatisjustoutsideofdownandfrom

therethesignalwaslostbutIthinkIcanpingit

againbecausethephoneseemstobeonbutwithno



network.(Fingersknewbetterthantowastetime

withPowerwhenhislikethat)

Power:Airfieldhuh?

Fingers:YesbossandIassumethereasonwhyit

doesn’thavenetworkisthattheyareairborne.

Power:Clearlywhoevertookherisanamateurifher

phoneisstillwithherbutfornowam goingtotheair

fieldtogetsomeinformationonthewhatever

airplanewasthere.Someoneknowssomething.

Fingers:Iwillkeepyoupostedonmyside.

Power:Good.

Hewentbacktotheotherguysandstoodinthe

middleoftheroom.

Power:Daredevils!

Them:Bozza

Power:Ineedallhandsondeck,Iwanttheguyswho

tookmysisterfoundandIwantthem found

yesterday!TheguyswhoareonoperationsIwant



reportsoneverythingwhenIcomeback.Thoseon

thegroundandothercitiescontactthem andlet

them knowtobeonthelookout.Thepictureofthe

peoplewearelookingforyouwillgetfrom Fingers.

Areweclear?

Them:Surebozza

Power:Dongerismycarready?

Danger:Yesboss

Power:Whichone?

Danger:TheR8

Power:Keys(dangerhandedhim thekeysandhe

walkedoutleavingeveryonegettingbusysortingout

everythingthatheaskedfor)

HewenttohisparkingspotandhisR8wasparked

nicelytherewhiletheFortunewasparkedwithhis

othercars.HelikedtheFortunebecauseit’stheonly

carheboughtworkingadailyjobafterheretired.But

nowthatPowerisbackhehadtolookthepartand

theR8didexactlywhathewanted.Gettingoutofthe



warehousewassmoothbutinhighspeedleaving

dustbehind.Hewasdrivingsofastgoingtotheair

fieldbecauseheknewverywellthatwithkidnapping

onebettergetalltheinformationtheverysameday

andnotadaylater.Hewasattheairfieldin20

minutesheparkedhiscarnexttothecontainerthat

isusedastheofficetherebecausetheairfieldwas

onlyforhelicoptersandprivateplanes.Hewentto

theofficeandasecurityguywastheredrinkingcake

andeatingafatcake(igwinya)

Bukhosi:Myguy

Security:Sureman

Bukhosi:Ineedyourhelp

Security:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Bukhosi:Ineedtoknowiftherewasanairplanehere

thismorningandwhatwaswrittenonit?

Security:Idon’tthinkIrememberverywell(Bukhosi

tookoutanenvelopefullofmoneyandhandedto

him)



Security:NowwetalkingandIcangiveyoumore

thanwhatyouaskedfor.

Bukhosi:Letshearit.

Security:Welltherewasaprivatejetherethis

morningjustafterIstartedmyshiftat6itlanded.

ThejethadthelettersJJMadikizelawrittenonit,

therewasatallguyswithbeardandachiskopthat

keptoncomingoutandsmokingontheoutsideand

heseemedstressedtoo.Thenataround9aBMW

X5camehereandtherewasawomanwhospoketo

theguysandtheyseemedliketheywerearguingbut

Icouldn’therewhattheyweresaying.Theyatabout

9:30anothercarcame,thatonewasaVW citygolf

andthereweretwoguyswhocameoutandbrought

ayounggirlthatseemedtobeunconsciousand

tookhertothejet.Theyeveryoneleftandthejet

tookoff.

Bukhosi:Whenyouwerelookingatthosepeople

howdidtheyseem toyou?

Security:Ohungatshonjengempahlazabouba

ngabantuabafumileyoepokothwenikwayelajet



ibintlenjeyonaubuyibonanjeubayeyesinhanha(oh

youcantellbytheirclothesthattheyarerichpeople

andthejetwasbeautifulandonecouldtellthatit’s

ownedbyarichperson)

Bukhosi:Thankverymuchtheinformationwillhelpa

lot.

Security:Anythingforyoumyman.

Bukhosi:Takemynumberincaseyouseeanyofthe

peopleyousawheretodayandIwillmakeitworth

yourwhile.

Security:Iwillbemorethanhappyto(Bukhosihave

him hisnumberandwenttohiscarandmadeacall

toFingersandhepickedupimmediately)

Convo:

Fingers:Bozza

Bukhosi:Ineedinformationontheownerofthejet

writtenJJMafikizela.

Fingers:Onit.



Bukhosi:IneedtheinfoprontoFingers

Finger:Sureboss

Heputthephoneawayanddrovehometocheckon

hismother.

Like,commentandshare
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Colombia

VusiwasonAsithandile’ssidethewholetripto

Colombia,hewouldn’tleaveherside.Itwaslikeshe

willdisappearifheevenleftherforoneminute.His

heartwascontent,hislovewasbyhissideandhe



couldn’twishforanythingmorethanwhathehad

rightatthatmoment.Beingbyherside,watchher

sleep,caresshercheeksandplayingwithherhair.

Nothingmatteredtohim atthatmomentonlythe

twoofthem.Itwasthefirsttimeinaslongashe

canrememberthatheleftthisway,lovedand

appreciated,bywhom Idon’tknowbutinhismind

that’swhatthatmomentamountedto.Theyarrived

inColombiaandacarwasalreadywaitingforthem

attheairportandtheygotinandthedrivertook

them tothisbeautifullodge.TheygotthereandVusi

askedtheguystoshowhim theroom andhedidas

told.Hegavehim alltheinformationheneeded

abouthisjobandthedocumentsforAsithandile’s

school,aswellasnewidentities,Vusiwasnow

RodrigoPerezandAsithandilewasXimenaDiaz.It

wasidentitydocuments,passportswithafew

stampsfrom differentcountriestomakeitmore

legit.Asithandile’sorXimena’sSecondyearresults

inuniversityofColombiaandaccordingtothe

resultsshewasgoingtostartherthirdsemesterthe

followingweekasitwasSunday.VusiorRodrigo

wastheCFOofoneofColombia’sbest



transportationcompanies.

Rodrigocouldn’twaitforXimenatowakeupand

takehershoppingsothattheyhavealltheyneedfor

Mondaybecauseschoolwasstartingaswellas

workforhim.Hewenttotheroom andnoticedher

bagonthecouchwhereheputitandwenttoitand

tookit.Heopeneditandfoundherwalletwithher

bankcardandhetookoutthecardsanddestroyed

them thenreplacedthem withthenewonestheygot.

ThenchangedthecurrencytoaColombianone

whichistheColombianpesobills.Hethenlooked

throughitandfoundherphoneandpanicked,he

tookitandtookitapartthenthrewtherestofthe

contentsdownthedrainandwhenhewentbackto

theroom Ximenawasawake.

Vusi:Youareawake?

Asithandile:Wheream IVusi?Whatam Idoinghere?

Vusi:ListenmynameisRodrigonowandyoursis

Ximena.

Asithandile:What?



Vusi:YesweareinColombiamylovenownoone

willgetbetweenus.

Asithandile:Vusiarecrazy?

Vusi:Don’tcallmeVusiItoldyoumynameis

RodrigoandyouareXimenaandam notcrazy!(he

saidbetweenhisteethwithhisveinspoppingouton

hisforehead.Asithandilegotscaredandthoughtif

theyarereallyinColombiaashesaidshewould

betterplayalongbecauseshedoesn’tknowwhat

VusiorRodrigoiscapableof)

Asithandile:Am sorryOkayam justscaredand

confusedbyallthis.

Rodrigo:Am sorryXimenabutwehavetogetused

tothesesnamesbecausethat’swhatpeopleat

schoolwillbecallingyouonMondayandwhatmy

collegeswillbecallingmeatwork.

Ximena:SomynameisXimenabutwhatismylast

name?

Rodrigo:XimenaDiazandAm RodrigoPerez

Ximena:RodrigoPerezandXimenaDiazright?



Rodrigo:Yougotitbaby,nowshowersothatwecan

goshoppingonMondayourschedulesstarts.

Ximena:WhatwillIbedoing?

Rodrigo:Takealookatthis(hesaidhandingherthe

universityresultsofthesecondyearinhercourse

andhereyespoopedbecauseevenintheresultsher

namewasXimenaDiazastraightAexchange

studentfrom Mexico.ShelookedatVusi)

Ximena:Vusi..ImeanRodrigohowdidyougethis

anddoyouknowthatIwasjustgoingtostartmy

secondyearnowam goingtohavetoworkextra

hardtogetthestraightA’stokeepupwiththis.

Rodrigo:IknowthatmyloveandIhavefaiththatyou

aregoingtodoitandbesidesschoolistheonly

thingyouhaveandIwantyoutomakemeproud.

Ximena:Whatwillyoubedoingandwho’slodgeis

thisthatweareat?

Rodrigo:Youwillknoweverythingastimegoesby

butfornowlet’sgettotheshopsbeforetheyclose.

Ximena:ButIdon’thaveanythingtowear.



Rodrigo:Thatiswhywegoingshoppingnowlet’sgo.

Asithandilehadnochoicebuttogowiththisman

andplayalongwithhisgame.From theabuseshe

gotfrom herfathershelearntthatitsbestnotto

arguewithpeoplelikeVusibecametheywillbeat

youupfornoreason.Tomakemattersworseshe

knewnoonebuthim inthisforeigncountry.Asshe

tookherbagshethoughtofherphoneandstarted

searchingforit.

Rodrigo:Lookingforyourphone?

Ximena:Yesitwasinhere

Rodrigo:Don’tworryaboutitwewillbuyanotherone

whenwegettotownnowlet’sgo.Heledtheway

andAsithandilefollowed,whenshesteppedoutside

andsawalltheColombianpeopleshelostallhope.

ShethoughtthatmaybeVusiwasplayingwithher

andthattheyweremaybesomewhereinSouth

Africa.Butfrom thelooksofittheywerefarfrom

home,shelistenedtothosepeopletalkingina

languagethatshedidn’tunderstandandthoughtof



Bukhosi,hergrandmotherAndBathandwaandatear

escapedhereyebutquicklywipeditsothatVusior

Rodrigodoesn’tseeit.

Sheknewitinherheartthatifshewillgetthrough

whateverthisisshewillhavetoplayalong.Shewas

notlookingforwardtobeingabusedagainandshe

waswillingtodoanythingnottobebeatenupagain.

TheygotintothecarAndVusiputaGPSonandthey

drovetotownwiththehelpoftheGPS.Theygot

thereandstartedshoppingwithRodrigotellingher

nottotakecertainthingsbecausetheyweretoo

sexyortoorevealing.Shehadnosayinanything,no

voiceandshethoughtofhowherfathertookher

voiceandcriedinthefittingroom lookingatherself

inthemirror.

Asi/Ximena:Onceagainmyvoiceistakenbyaman,

myrightsviolatedandmychoicetaken.IPraythat

youbewithmeagainGodandmother,don’tforsake

meandIwillmakethebestofthesituationIfind

myselfinyetagain.Iwillstudybecausean

opportunityhasbeenforwardedtomeandIwilldo



exactlythat.Godpleasehealallmylovedonesand

protectthem forme,forIwouldliketoseethem one

daywithyouwillingofcourse.Amen.Shegotoutof

thefittingroom andtheywenttopayandleftforthe

lodgeagainanditwasbeautifulindeed.Rodrigo

showedherwherehewillbeworkingandwhereher

schoolwas.Healsotoldherthathewillbetaking

hertoschoolandpickingherupattheschoollibrary

afterworkat5PM becausesheneedstocatchup

andmakehim proud.Shesimplynodded.

Mthatha:

Bukhosiandhismothercouldn’tsleeplastnight,all

theycouldthinkofwasAsithandile,Bukhosiblamed

himselfforherdisappearanceandhergrandmother

wasprayingallnightaskingGodtoprotecther.He

wokeupinthemorningandthoughtofBathandwa

thatwasgoingtogotoEncokofortheritualtoday

sohedecidedtocallhim.Hedialedhisnumberand

hepickeduponthesecondring.



Convo:

Bathandwa:Am leavingthehousenowBrotherI

shouldmakeitbefore9.

Bukhosi:Drivetomyhousethereissomethingyou

shouldknow.

Bathandwa:Whatistheproblem?IsAsithandile

Alright?

Bukhosi:JustcometomyhouseandIwillexplain

everything.

Bathandwa:Iwillbetherein10minutes.

Hedroppedthecallandhewenttotakeashower

andwaitedforBathandwabeforehecouldgoand

hearwhattheguyshaveforhim thisday.Bathandwa

arrivedandknockedandBukhosiopenedforhim.

Bathandwa:Iseverythingokay?Whyareyouhere?

AndwhereisAsithandile?

Bukhosi:LookwhenIcamebackfrom Eugie

yesterdaymorningAsithandilewasnothomebut

sheleftanotetellingusshe’sintownandweshould

meethertherebutwhenwegotthereshewas



nowheretobefound.Whatam tryingtosayisthat

Asithandilehasbeenkidnapped.

Bathandwawentdownslowlyonthecouchandsat

down.

Bathandwa:Hetookherdidn’the?

Bukhosi:Whodoyouthinktookher?

Bathandwa:Vusihetookher!Afterthatdayatdinner

hethreatenedtohaveheronewayortheother.Oh

Godwehavetofindher,thatguyiscrazywehaveto

findher.

Bukhosi:Am Onitwewillfindher.NowIhavetogo

somewheretogetinformationontheguysthattook

her.

Bathandwa:Am comingwithyou.

Bukhosi:Wheream goingisnoplaceforyousoI’d

rathergoalone.

Bathandwa:WithallduerespectIam notgoingtobe

standingbyandwaitforyoutofindher.Asithandile

ismygirlfriendandIloveher.Iwanttohelplookfor

her,letmedothat.



Bukhosi:Whateverhappenstheredon’tbeasissy

becauseyouaregoingtoseeandhearalotof

thingsandIwanttoknowthatyoucanhandleit.

Bathandwa:Ican,am amanafterallsoam doingit.

Bukhosi:LetgothenIdon’thavetimetowaste.

BathandwaandBukhosidroveoffheadingtothe

warehouseandthespeedBukhosiwasdrivingin

waslikehewasracingwithtime.Hegotthereand

parkedinhisspotandwentinasthedoorwas

openedbuttheguyswerearmedstandingby.

Power:Fingers?

Danger:Computerroom (Powerheadedthere

followedbyBathandwa)

Power:Talktome.

Fingers:ThephonepingedlastnightinLondon

Power:EastLondonisnotfarIcangetthereinan

hour.

Fingers:NobozzaImeanLondonEngland



Power:What?(hewasangryandhiseyeswere

turningbloodshotredandFingersgotscaredashe

quicklydialedStickssinceheknowsonlyhim could

calm him downandluckilyStickspickedupHis

emergencynumber)

Convo:

Sticks:Thisbetterbegood

Fingers:Powerisresurfacingbroandyouknowifhis

notstoppedwearealldead(hesaidinashaky

voicewhilePowerbangedonthecontainerleaving

themarksofhisfistonitandBathandwamoved

backwhileFingerswastalkingtoStickson

Bluetoothandhewasalsofarfrom him withatablet

inhand)

Sticks:Whatthefuckman!!!Thisisseriousputme

onspeakernow!!!(Fingersdidn’twasteanytime,he

didastoldandSticksvoicefilledtheroom)

Sticks:Skhothamilengonyamayabantubase

Nkomanzi,siyacalengonyamayehlaizicakazakho

zizokwenzanjengokubaufuna.Wazisiweebantwini

bakhongokubakwamkela,nathisiyakwamkela,



yehlangonyamaNkomanziuthethenezicakazakho.

SizindlebesonkeKumkani(wenowbeforeyouoh

greatlionofthepeopleofNkomanzi,weaskthat

youcalm downgreatlionyoursavantswilldoasyou

wish.Youhavebeenintroducedtoyourpeoplenow

andtheyacceptedyou,wealsoacceptyou.Calm

downohgreatlionNkomanziandspeaktoyour

savants.WeareallearsMyking)

PowerwascalmingdownasStickskeptrepeating

thistohim overthespeakersandhefinallydidand

spoke.

Power:Whenareyougettingyourflatasshere

Sticks?

Sticks:WelcomebackandIwillbethereinthenext

30minutes.

Power:IwillbeheregettingalltheinformationIcan.

Sticks:Fingersgivepowerasecurelinenow!

(Fingersdidn’twastedtimetoorganizethebanner

phoneandgaveittoPower)

Power:Talktome.



Sticks:Listenman,youfoundyouroldmannow,tell

him whatthesangomasaidandfindawayto

controlPower.

Power:IwillmanbutIneedtofindmysisterfirst.

Sticks:Nomandoitnow,becauseifyoudon’talot

ofpeoplearegoingtolosetheirlives.Youdon’t

wanttogobacktothatplacemanyouhavecomea

longway.

Power:FineIwilldothiswhenyougethere,Ineed

someoneItrustonthisbeforegoingtotalktothe

oldman.

Sticks:Sure

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesanddroppedthecall.

Bathandwawasscaredbutheknewthathewillhave

tobestrongforAsithandile.

Like,commentandshare
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Mthatha

SticksPOV

Stickswasonthewaytothewarehousethinking

aboutwhatalmosthappenedhadhenotpickedup

thatcall.StickswenttouniversitywithBukhosi,

Stickshadinheritedthebusinesseshehadfrom his

fatherwhenhisfatherpassedawayandhegotthe

business.Hehasalwaysbeenintobusinesseven

hiscoursethathewasdoingwasGeneral

Management,whileBukhosididmarketing.Whenhis

father’sbusinesswasgoingunderbecausehe

neglecteditduetoschoolworkBukhosiofferedto

helphim outbyusinghisskillsandmarkethis

businesses.HeagreedandBukhosihelpedhim alot

goingaroundwhentheydidtheirinternshipsin



companieshewouldrecommendhiscompanyand

evencreatedawebpageforitandhisbusiness

pickedup.Sincethentheyhavebeenfriendsand

onlyheknewabouttheillegalbusinesseshe

inheritedfrom hisfatherasaresulthedecidedto

registerthelegalonesunderBukhosi’snamebuthe

doesn’tknow.

WhenBukhosistartedbeingsick,goingaround

killingstudentsoninreshewasthereforhim,

coveredforhim andprotectedhim.Thiswentonfor

thewholeyearandduringtheDecemberholidayshe

askedhim togowithhim toMatatieleandtoldhim

thereisasongomatherethatcouldhelp.Heagreed

andtheywentbutbeforetheyevengotclosetothe

yardtheoldmangotoutofhisyardandwent

straighttothem andwhenhegottoBukhosihe

bowedbeforehim.Whichshockedbothofthem

becauseasfarastheybothknewnoneofthem had

blueblood.Theoldmankneeledononekneebefore

him andsaidandIquote‘yourhighness,whenyou

needassistancefrom yoursavantsyoujustspeak



andletyoursavantsdoallthework.Youshould

havesummonedmeyourhighnessandIwouldhave

come.Noquestionsasked’

Bukhosiaskedtheonlymanwhathistalkingabout

becausewewerebothconfusedreally.Heinvitedus

inandtolduseverythingaboutBukhosibeingroyal

andhisnamenotbeingMbuzeniandhisfatherthat

iswaitingforhim tointroducehim totheancestors.

Hegavehim somethingtostopthebeastforawhile

andtoldhim tocontrolhisangerbecausewhenhis

angrythebeastwantsbloodanduntilhisfather

doesrightbyhim itwillcontinuetoresurface.He

toldmewhattosaywhenitresurfacestocalm it

down.Whenwegotbacktoschoolhewastrying

reallyhardtocontrolhisangerastheresultsthe

killingslessen.Policebelievedthatananimalwas

killingthepeopleBecausethewayhekilledthem

waslikeawolfkilledthem.Hewouldn’tmissa

person’shearttakingitoutcompletelyfollowedbya

hugebiteontheneck.



WedroveintheyardsofthewarehouseandIseehis

carishere,damnIdidn’tevengettopassbyburgto

checkonthingsbutmyfriendneedsmeandIwillbe

thereforhim always.Igotoutofthecarwhilethe

drivewenttoparkitandwentin.

Power:Abouttimeyougothere.

Sticks:Abouttimeyougetoutofhere.

Power:Brother(thebrohugged)

Sticks:Talktome.

Power:FingerssaysherphonepingedinLondon

from theItwasoffIthinkbatterydied.Butwehavea

leadontheJet.

Sticks:Whodoesitbelongto?

Power:JonathanJuniorMadikizela.

Sticks:Ithoughtthatguyranlegitbusinesseswhat

ishedoingwithtrafficking.

Power:Ibelieveit’snothim becauseaccordingto

theintelwegottheguyhasbeeninLondonforthe

pasttwomonthsnowwehavetofindoutwhoused

thatjetinhisabsence.



Sticks:IgetthatbrobutwhatwasitdoinginLondon

ifheisnotinvolved?

Power:Thatwehavetofindout.

Sticks:Notwe,meyouaregoingtoyouroldman.

Power:Icangotomorrow

Sticks:Nothappening,youdidn’ttellhim thewhole

storywhenhewenttointroduceyou.

Power:Finebutkeepmeupdated.

Sticks:Sure.(ThankGodheleftorelsehewouldbe

angryabouteverylittlethingthatgoeswronghere.I

admithegetstheseboysinorderbecauseIcantell

heisaroundbyhoweveryoneisdoingwhattheyare

supposedtobedoing)HeleftwithsomeguyIdon’t

knowbutIdon’tmindbecauseifhetruststheguy

thenhemustbeoneofthegoodones,inhisbooks

ofcoursebecausetheguydoesn’tkeepfriends.

Sayshemightendupkillingthem whichIdon’t

dispute.

Iwenttotheofficeandmadeacalltomyassociates



inLondonbecausethisgirlhastobefoundorelse

peoplearegoingtodie.Idialedhisnumberandhe

pickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Sticks:Ijustsentyouapicture

Voice:That’swhatIwaslookingatwhenyoucalled.

Abeautysheis.

Sticks:Andyouknowhowpowerkills.

Voice:Am allears.

Stick:She’sbeenkidnappedandherphonepingedin

yourtownintheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Voice:Transport?

Sticks:JJMadikizela

Voice:Thebusinessman?

Sticks:Yes

Voice:WhatcanIdo?

Sticks:TurnLondonupsidedownandleavenostone

andsweetwrapperunturned.Iwantherfoundasin



yesterday.

Voice:Youknowthatcan’tbedoneinaday.

Sticks:That’sfineIwilljusttellPowertocomelook

forhissisterhimselfinyourtown.

Voice:NoneedIgotthis

Sticks:Feedbackbysunset

Voice:Gotit.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandStickswentbackto

theguys.

Sticks:WhereisKatandMouse?

Danger;Theyjustparkedoutside(ashewastalking

KatandMousegotinpushingsomeguywholooks

beatenup.GoodthingPowerleft.)

Sticks:Andthis?

Kat:Oneoftheguyswhotookher.

Sticks:Youdon’twantmetoasknowdoyou.

Abongile:Whateveryousayordoam nottalking.

Sticks:Alright,Danger!



Danger:Boss

Sticks:Ineedthecutterplease(Dangerdidn’task

questionsandhewenttothebackandcameback

withthecutterandgloves)

Abongile:Thatdoesn’tscareme.

Sticks:That’swhatascaredpersonwouldsay.Chair!

(MousebroughtthechairandIsatonitinfrontof

theguy)yousaidyounottalkingright?

Abongile:Damnright(godIhatetheworddamn,

thisguydeservesmorethanacutter)Istoodupand

wenttothebackandcamebackwithmygolfstick

andabaseballbat.

HeheldthebattightandbeatAbongileonhisknees

ashescreamedaskinghim tostop.Hegottiredand

putitdownthentookhisgolfstickandswingit

hittingthebonesonhisfeetandhegroanedlike

woundedanimal.Heswingsagainandhittheother

foot,heswingsagainandagainhittinghisribcage

breakinghisribs.Hewasswollenandfullofblood.



Sticks:Yousaidyouwon’ttalkright?

Abongile:IwilltalkpleaseIwilltalk.

Sticks:Nowtalk

Abongile:Wewerehiredbythewifeofthatguywho

ownsthebigcompanieshereinMthathaIdon’t

knowhername.

Sticks:Whatdidsheaskyoutodoexactly.

Abongile:Ourjobwastotakehertotheairfieldand

that’sit.

Sticks:Okay!(hetookouthisrunandshothim inthe

headandaskedtheguystocleanupashewentto

theoffice.)hegotinandbangedthetableI

frustration.

Sticks:Sotheguysstepmothertookhissister,oh

she’sdeadandIwilllethim doithimself.

BukhosiwentanddroppedBathandwaathisplace

totakehiscarwhilehedrovetotheofficetotalkto

hisfather.HegotthereandaskedhisPAifhisbusy

andshesaidno,sohewentin.



Nkosibuthe:Son,Ihaven’tseenyousinceFriday.

Bukhosi:FatherIhaveaproblem,nomakethattwo

problems.

Nkosibuthe:Talktomeson.

Bukhosi:MysisterwaskidnappedinSaturdayand

thejetthattookheroutofthecountryistheone

yourbusinesspartnerowns.

Nkosibuthe:Whichone?

Bukhosi:JJMadikizela

Nkosibuthe:ButhehasbeeninLondonforthepast

twomonthsandifitwasherethensomeoneelse

wasusingit.

Bukhosi:Ialsogotthatconcludesbutwhatwasthe

jetdoinginLondonSundaymorningifhewasnot

involved.

Nkosibuthe:IfhewasIwillfindout,whatisthe

secondproblem?IfyouneedmoneyIcangiveyou.

Bukhosi:NofatherIdon’tneedmoneyit’sjustthatI

didn’ttalkyoueverythingwhenyoudidtheritualfor

me.



Nkosibuthe:WhatisitthatIneedtoknow?

Bukhosi:Ihavesomethinginsidemeanditcomes

outwhenam angryandI...

Nkosibuthe:Youendupkillingpeople

Bukhosi:Yes,buthowdidyouknow?

Nkosibuthe:MyFather,yourgrandfatherhaditandif

youhaditthentheritualweperformedwasnot

supposedtobedoneI.Myhousebuttheroyal

palace.Howdidyoufindcontrolit?

Bukhosi:AsangomainMatatielehelpedme.

Nkosibuthe:AreyoutalkingaboutSerame?

Bukhosi:Yesdoyouknowhim?

Nkosibuthe:Hewastheroyalchiefpriestwhen

fatherwaskingandaftermyunclekilledhim heleft

thepalace.

Bukhosi:Howdidhekillhim thenifhehadthisthing?

Nkosibuthe:It’snotathingsonbutaroyalgift.

Fatherwasstabbedwithaspearinhissleep.

Bukhosi:OkayWhatarewegoingtodonow?



Nkosibuthe:SomethingIvowednevertodoforas

longasIlived,goingbacktotheroyalpalacewhich

canturnintoadisasterbecausethatgiftwillbe

unleashedthemomentyousetfoodonthesoilof

yourpeople.

Bukhosi:Ineedtofindmysisterfirstthiscanwait.

Nkosibuthe:Whenyoureadythen.

Theycontinueddiscussingtheissueofthe

kidnappingandwhatNkosibuthewilldotohelp.
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Colombia(notedited)



Asithandile/XimenaPOV

It’smyseconddayofschoolinaColombian

university,mynamechangedtoXimenaDiazandam

notusedtoitbutIbelievethatIwillgetthere.The

pasttwodayshavebeenverybusyformetryingto

catchupwithworkandworkinghardtoachieve

thosestraightA’sbecauseifIdon’t,onlygodknows

whatRodrigo/VusiwilldoandIdon’twanttofind

out.HeboughtmeaphoneandIonlyhavehis

numberonitnooneelse,Iwantedtouseittocall

mybrotherbutthefirstdaywhenhecametopick

meupInoticedthathehadmycalllogsfortheday

andtodayaswellhehadthem.Sothatcanonly

meanonething,thathismonitoringthecallsand

messagesonmyphonesomyplanfailedbeforeI

evenexecuteit.OnethingthoughthatIwillnotlet

passmebyistheopportunitytostudyandmake

somethingofmyself.Idon’tknowhowlongIwillbe

herebutforaslongashereIwillstudyandimprove

myself.

Rodrigo:Ximenababylet’sgo



Ximena:Letmepackupandwecango(it’safter5

andhiscomingfrom worktopickmeupfrom the

schoollibraryjustlikehesaid)

Ximena:Am done,let’sgo.

Rodrigo:Iwanttocookforyoutonight

Ximena:Canyoucook?(seriouslynowhisgoingto

wantmetobegettingmyteethcoldgrinningashe

speaks)

Rodrigo:Oham amanofmanytalentsmybaby,you

justwaitandsee.

Ximena:Ican’twait.

Rodrigo:XimenababeIknowthissituationisnot

idealbutIwillpromiseyouthisjusttoprovetoyou

thatImeanitwhenIsayIloveyou.

Ximena:Whatisthepromisethen?

Rodrigo:Iwillwaitforyoutofinishschoolintwo

yearsbeforewedothedeed.

Ximena:Thedeed?(ohGodletitbesexandmaybe

justmaybeIwillbefoundbythen.)



Rodrigo:Sexbabe,Iknowyouhaveneverdoneit

beforesothatiswhyIwanttomakeitextraspecial

eitheronthedayofyourgraduationoronour

weddingnight.

Ximena:ThatwouldbeniceandIappreciateit(oh

dearlordwhatisthisguysmoking)

Rodrigo:That’smygirlandwehome.

Ximena:Goodam tired(IsaidasIgetoutofthecar

goingtoopenthedoor)

Rodrigo:TakeashowerwhileIstartondinner

Ximena:Iwilldojustthat(IsaidasIwalkedtomy

room)

ThisismylifenowandIpraythathekeepshisword

andnottouchme.OhhowImissmygrandmaand

brother.Theymustbegoingoutoftheirmindsnow

wonderingifIhaveeatenorifam safe.Godprotect

them forme,thenthereisBathandwa,myfirstlove,

firstkissandIthoughtthatonedayhewillbemy

firstineverythingbutnoRodrigohadotherplans.



Mthatha:

BukhosiandNkosibuthewerestillinhisofficeand

Nkosibuthehasalreadygotteninformationthat

Madikizeladidn’tusethejetandnowtheyare

waitingforthepilottolandinSouthAfricasothat

theycanquestionhim andhisscrew.

Bukhosi:Wearegettingsomewherebutitseems

thateveryleadwegetleadsustoadeadend.

Nkosibuthe:Iknowthisisfrustratingsonbutwe

havetofolloweveryleadbecausewedon’tknow

whichonewillleadustosomething.

Bukhosi:Iknowfatheram justfrustrated(hisphone

ranganditwasSticksandhepickeditup)

Convo:

Bukhosi:Talktome

Sticks:Areyoustillwithyouroldman.

Bukhosi:YesWhy?

Sticks:Ithinkitwillbebesttoputmeonspeaker.



Bukhosi:Whatisitman?

Sticks:Putmeonspeakermanyouwillthankme

later.(Bukhosiputhim onspeakerandputhis

phoneonhisfather’stable)Talknowman.

Sticks:Iknowthiswillnotsitwellwitheitheroneof

you.

Nkosibuthe:Thethakwedinisimamele(talkboywe

arelistening)

Sticks:Ijustfoundoutthatyourstepmotherwas

involvedinyoursisterskidnaping.

Bukhosi:What!

Nkosibuthe:RememberWhatIjusttoldyou?

Bukhosi:Yes

Nkosibuthe:Nowcalm down.Boytellmewhat

happened?

Sticks:Wellwefoundoneoftheguyswhotookher

andwhenweinterrogatedhim hetoldusthatheand

hisfriendwerehiredbyyourwifetotakeherand

bringhertotheairfield.



Nkosibuthe:Imarriedawitch(hesaidthrowinghis

handsintheair)

Bukhosi:ThankyouSticks

Sticks:Sure(hedroppedthecall)

BukhosiandNkosibuthewerebothfumingwith

anger.BukhosiwantedtoripNosiyamcela’sheadoff

whileNkosibuthewasaskinghimselfhowhegot

here.

Bukhosi:Whatistheplay?

Nkosibuthe:Whatdoyoumean?

Bukhosi:Fatherthisisyourwifeandmotherofyour

children,whonowkidnapmysistersoam asking

youherhusband.Whatdowedonow?

Nkosibuthe:Iwillcallhertomeetwithmeinmyold

house.TheoneIusedtolivewithyourmotherin,it’s

outoftownabit.

Bukhosi:GivemetheaddressandIwillbewaiting

foryouthere.



Nkosibuthe:Okayhere(hegavehim theaddressof

thehouseandBukhosileft)

Nkosibuthetookouthisphoneandcalledhiswife

whopickeduponthethirdring.

Convo:

Nosiyamcela:NkosibutheWhatisit?

Nkosibuthe:Iwouldliketoseeyou.

Nosiyamcela:You?Seeme,why?

Nkosibuthe:WeneedtotalkNosiyamcelaandwe

needtobealone.

Nosiyamcela:Whatitthatcan’twaittillyouget

home?

Nkosibuthe:Idon’twantthekidstherewhenwe

haveourtalk.Weoweeachotherthatmuch.

Nosiyamcela:Sendmetheaddressthen.

Nkosibuthe:It’smyoldhouse.

Nosiyamcela:Haibowherewillthetenantsbewhen



wearegoingtobethere?

Nkosibuthe:Theymovesoutlastmonthsothe

houseisempty.

Nosiyamcela:AlrightthenIwillseeyouthere.

Nkosibuthe:Thankyou(hedroppedthecall)

Nkosibuthe:Myancestors,whatisthisthatyou

allowedmetomarry?Youaretheoneswhoapprove

thewomeninourlivesbutformeyouapproveda

monster.Why?IfBukhosi’smotherinmylifewhenI

waswithNosiyamcelaIwouldsayyouarepunishing

meforitbutno.WhatdidIdotodeservesucha

womantomothermychildren?Todayshemightbe

killedbymyson,infactIhavenodoubtthathewill

killherifshedoesn’ttellhim whathewantstohear

andthisgiftofhiswillbeaproblem ifit’snottamed.

Letmegomeetthiswoman.

Hedrovethehisoldhouseandwhenhelooked

aroundforBukhosi’scaritwasn’ttheresohe



thoughthealsowasn’tthere.Heparkedhiscarand

wentinsideandwhenhegotinBukhosiwassitting

onthecouch.

Nkosibuthe:Howdidyougethere?

Bukhosi:Withmycar

Nkosibuthe:ButIdidn’tseeitwhenIcamein.

Bukhosi:That’sthepoint.Isshecoming?

Nkosibuthe:Shewillbehereanymomentnow.

Bukhosi:Drinkwhilewewait?

Nkosibuthe:Ineedit.(Bukhosipouredtwoglasses

ofwhiskeyfrom thebottlehehadinfrontofhim

thengavehisfatherhisandtheydrank)

Bukhosi:YourwifebettertellmewhatIneedto

knoworelse...

Nkosibuthe:Am sorryyouwereputthroughthisby

someonewhowassupposedtobeamothertoyou.

Bukhosi:Idon’tblameherfornotbeingamotherto

mebecausemyownmotherwasn’tamothertome

too.



Nkosibuthe:Youwillhavetoforgiveherthesame

wayyouforgavemebecauseshedidthatbecause

ofme.

Bukhosi:Wellshe’sdeadnow.

Nkosibuthe:Nowmorethaneveriswhenyoushould

forgiveher.

Bukhosi:Iwillthinkaboutit.

Nkosibuthe:That’sallIask.

NosiyamcelaparkednexttoNkosibuthe’scarand

walkedoutgoingtothedoorwithsuchconfidence.

SheknockedonthedoorandNkosibutheopened

andinvitedherInthenlockedthedoorbehindher.

ShewalkedtotheloungeandsawBukhosi.

Nosiyamcela:Ithoughtyoudidn’twantthekids

involvedinthisconversation.

Nkosibuthe:Idon’t

Nosiyamcela:SoWhatisthisonedoinghere?

Bukhosi:Thisonewantstoknowwherehissisteris?



Nosiyamcela:DoIlooklikeherbodyguard?

Nkosibuthe:Nosiyamcelaweknowyouwere

involvedinherkidnapingandwewanttoknow

wheresheis.

Nosiyamcela:Youcalledmeheretoaskmethis

nonsense?

Bukhosi:ForthelasttimeWhereismysister?

Nosiyamcela:EvenifIknewwhereshewaswhichI

don’tIwouldn’ttellyou.

Bukhosi:Andwhyisthat?

Nosiyamcela:Becauseyourwitchofamothertook

myhusbandandevenaftersheleftshetookhis

heartwithher.

Bukhosi:Thatismysistersfaultbecause?

Nosiyamcela:BecomesIwanttopunisheveryone

whohadsomethingtodowiththatwomanandyou

Nkosibuthehaven’tseenanythingyetbecausewhat

Iwilldoissomethingyouwon’tforget.

Nkosibuthe:Thatisifyougetoutofherealive.



Nosiyamcela:AndWhoisgoingtokillme?You

hahahIdon’tthinkso,youhavealwaysbeenaweak

linksoyouwon’tdoanythingtome.

Bukhosi:ButIwill.

InamatterofsecondshehadNosiyamcelaagainst

thewallchokingherandpickingherupbyherneck.

Nosiyamcela:Whereismysister?(heaskedina

moreboldandcoldvoice)

Nkosibuthe:Ifyoukillherwewon’tgetanythingout

ofher(Bukhosithrewheracrosstheroom andshe

fellandgroanedinpain)

Nosiyamcela:EvenifyoukillmeIwillnottellyou

wheresheis.Forgetaboutherbeforeyouwillnever

seehergain.

Nkosibuthe:Yhoouyathakathamfazindiniyhoohayi

mntanam yenzalentouyifunayonagayemna

ndiyahambaasozendihlalelento(Yhoyouarea

witchwomanyhoo.Nosondowhatyouwantwith

heram leavingbecauseIcan’tstandthis)



NkosibutheleftleavingbehindBukhosiAnd

Nosiyamcelatodealwitheachother.
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Mthatha

BukhosiPOV

Peoplethinkthatthoseofuswhohavepowersor

giftasmyfathercallithaveiteasyinlife.SinceI

discoveredthatIhadthisthingIhavebeen

incompleteandtheonlytimeIwouldfeelfulfilled



wasifbloodisspilled.ThatwentonforsolongandI

hadadetectivethatwasonmycasealways

suspectingmeofthekillingsbutcouldn’tgetproof

becauseSticksprotectedme.Irememberthefirst

timehecametomehesaid‘ubabulaleniabantu

nkosiyam?Whyareyoukillingpeoplemyking?’But

whenhecalledmemykingsomethinginmemoved

butthenIdidn’ttakenotice.Butmyanswertohim

wasthatam nottheonekillingpeopleandthathe

mustfindthepersonandlivemealoneandhesaid

‘Uyaxokaumbulele,ingangabingulondithethanaye

kodwaloubulalayouphilangaphakathikuwe.(you

arelyingyoukilledhim,itmightnottheoneam

talkingtothatisdoingthekillingbuttheonewho

killslivesinsideyou)Itookitthatthemanwascrazy

andIwasn’tabouttolistentoanymoreofhis

nonsense.

ThenInoticedastimewentbyhowpainfulitiswhen

thisthingImeangiftcomeout.Iwouldcryinpain

thatquicklyturnstoangeranditcomesguns

blazingandthereisnostoppingit.Thesangomawe



wenttotoldmethatitwillcontinuetocausepain

whenitcomesbecauseIdon’tsummonittheright

way,likeIsummonitbecauseitjustcomes.Wellhe

saidIsummonitwithangerandit’sinstinctswhenit

comesoutistoprotect,butitdoesn’tjustprotectit

killsandeliminatesthethreat.Mynameiswelllet

mementionallofthem,atbirthIwasgiventhe

nameBukhosibecausemyfatherknewthatam

royalandhisfirstsonwhowassupposedtobeair

apparenttothethrone,thenmymother’sheartwas

turnedintostonewhenshefoundoutthatherloveis

married,shethenchangedmynametoMbuzeni

meaningaskhim,Ithinkshewasaskingthepeople

toaskmyfatherwhy?Whydidhebreakherheart,

whydidhenottellherhewasmarried,whydidhe

actlikehewasoverthemoonwhenshegavehim a

son.Littledidsheknowthathereallydidloveand

wantedme.Butherangermadeherresentanything

todowithmyfather,thusresentingmeandleaving

mewithmygrandmotherandneverlookedback.I

thinkfatherisrighttosayImustforgiveherbecause

Ithinkshediedstillangryatthemansheloved,her

firstloveandthefatherofherfirstborn.Thenthe



ganggavemethenamePowerbecauseofwhatI

have,thenwhenIwenttobeintroducedtothe

ancestorstheyalsogavemetheirownnameLebone

aSothonamemeaninglight.WhytheygaveaSotho

nameinsteadofjustgivingmethenameKhanyain

XhosaIdon’tknowbuttheysaythegodsdon’tmake

mistakes.

Thiswomanhereinfrontofmerightnowismaking

meangryandIcanfeelfrom thepainthatcomes

andgoesthatit’scoming,Shewillregretthisifshe

doesn’ttellmethetruthandnoboneofherswill

everbefound.Whatmakesitworseisthatfather

leftmealonewithher,maybebecausehisreached

hislimitbecausefrom thewayhespokethiswoman

hasdonealotofthingsandIguesshistirednow.

Nosiyamcela:Ungandijongaiminiyonkeandikhathali

ndiwatyanawenkomokakade(youcanlookatme

thewholedayIdon’tcare,Ieateventhecow’seyes)

Bukhosi:Iwillaskyouonelasttimetotellmewhere



mysisteris?

Nosiyamcela:Yazikwediniawazintowena,wena

wakhuliswandim (youknowboyyoudon’tknow

anything,Iraisedyou)

Bukhosi:Haharaisewho?

Nosiyamcela:Hlakakodwauyisekadadewenu

wayemthandaunyokokodwaunyokouyalibele

kuleqekaemvakweyam indodaendaweniyobona

umfanaloumthandayo(laughbutyoursisters

fatherlovedyourmotherbutyourmotherwasbusy

runningaftermyhusbandtonoticeamantoloved

her)

Bukhosi:Whatdoesthishavedotowithyoutelling

mewheremysisteris?

Nosiyamcela:Everything,whenIcamehereand

foundoutaboutyourmotherandmyhusbandIknew

becauseofhowinnocentshewasthatshewillnot

continuebeingwithmyhusband,especiallyaftershe

sawmydaughters.SoaskedthismanbecauseI

knewhissisterfrom backinschool,Itoldherabout

whathappenedandshetoldmeaboutherbrother



wholovesyourmotherandIworkedwithhim and

toldhim totakeherashiswifesothatshecanstay

awayfrom myhusband.

Hedidthatindeedbuthehadconditions,oneof

them wasnottakingyouwithhim tohishomeand

thesecondonewasthatIwouldhavetosupportyou

becausenomoneyofhiswillsupportachildhe

didn’tgivebirthto.SoIagreedtosupportyou,Isent

moneytohim everymonthtosupportyou.I

Nosiyamcelaam thereasonyouarewhoyouare

today.

Bukhosi:Ihearyourlifestoryitshameifyoulooking

forcredityouwon’tgetitfrom mebecausehadyou

letmeberaisedbymyfatherlikeyourchildrenyou

wouldn’thavehadtosupportmeyourself.

Nosiyamcela:Ungratefulbrat!AndyouthinkIwilltell

youwheremysonandyoursisterarethenyouare

mistaken.

Bukhosi:SoVusiisyourson?

Nosiyamcela:Yes,histhesonIwasgoingtogive



Nkosibuthebuthebecameselfishanddistantfrom

meallbecauseofyourmotherandfrom thenVusi

hasbeenmyweapon.IswearIwilldieandRestIn

Peaceknowingthathetookthatwoman’schildand

hurtherandyouintheprocessbecauseyourmother

hurtmeandmychildrenallthoseyears.Evenwhen

sheleftshetookNkosibuthe’sheartwithherand

ndiyamzondanenzalayakhengaphezulu(andI

resentherandheroffspringforthatmatter)

Bukhosi:Enough!!!

Nosiyamcela:Whatwillyoudo?Huh

PowerwasfastapproachingasBukhosicouldn’t

controlhisanger,hiseyeschangedcolorandhe

heldontothesteeltablethatwasonthefarendof

theroom butitcouldn’twithstandtheweightonitas

itbentinthemiddleandafrustratedPowertookit

wrinklingitwithhisbarehandslikepaperandthrew

itacrosstheroom anditlandedonthemirror

shutteringitintheprocessandtheglassesspread

allovertheplaceastheylandedinthefloor.



Nosiyamcela:Ohnkosiyam ndafanamhlanje!Thixo

lomntanaunikweezazilwanezikayiseMkhulu,oh

bawoakwabandandimnikileuNkosibutheunyana

ngeyinguyengokulo,unamandlaThixongendine

ntongayasekhusi,ndinesixhobosasebukhosini

esiqinileyokwayeneshishinilam ngelifana

nelosaziwayomnandisisinhanha.Ohokunani

ukuphuphasendizobulawasesisilwanesikaNobuntu

noNkosibuthe.Wazewandenzaumfazisefilekodwa

sosendimxeleleinyanindizakufanayoqhanje

ubayenauzakungcungcutheka.(ohlordam goingto

dietoday!Thischildwasgivenhisgrandmother’s

beast,ohlordIshouldhavegivenNkosibutheason,

thiscouldhavebeenhim,withpower,lordIwould

havehadmyrighthandman,astrongweaponfrom

aroyalfamilyandmybusinesswouldbeblooming

justlikethoseofwellknownpeopleandIwouldbe

rich.OhoWhatisthepointofdreamingwhenam

abouttobekilledbythisbeastofNobuntuand

Nkosibuthe.Ohthiswomankeepsbotheringme

eveninherdeathbutIwillnevertellhim thetruth,I

willdiewithitforaslongashewillbeunhappy)



PowerlookedatNosiyamcelabutthistimethings

weredifferentthenalltheothertimeshecameout.

ThistimehecouldseeallthatNosiyamcelahasever

done,from thekillingofchildrenbackinthevillage

withheraunt,theconspiracyonthedeathofthe

kingandherhandinthekillingsthataretakingplace

Encokovillage.AllthesethingsangeredPowereven

moreashewenttoNosiyamcelafullforce,histeeth

especiallytheenscissorswerelikethoseofawild

dogorawolf,sharpanddangerous.Hebecamean

omnivorebyasecondashesawherfleshandhe

wentforthelegbreakingitwithhisteethand

Nosiyamcelascreamedinpain.Thisirritatedhim as

hewentforheresophagusandrippeditoutwithher

voiceboxbutnotkillingherjustyet.

IntwominutesPowerwasdonewitheatingtheleg

withitsbone,asheateherfleshitwaslikehis

revivingandwakingupmorethanjustPowerinhim.

WhenthathappenedhejumpedtoNosiyamcela

landingonherfeetandstarteddevouringherflesh



likeacannibalexceptitwasnotBukhosieatingbut

Power.Heateherupsofastwhichtellsthatithas

beenhungryforyears,itfinishedherupandleftthe

head.Itevenlickedthefloorcleanliketherewas

neveranybloodonit.

AftertakingadriveNkosibuthewentbacktothe

houseandopenedthedoorandwentin.Helocked

behindhim andwenttotheloungeonlytofindhis

wife’sheadonthecoffeetablewhichscaredhim

causinghim tostumbleback.

Nkosibuthe:WenzeniBukhosi?(whathaveyoudone

Bukhosi)

Bukhosi:Nothing.

Nkosibuthe:ThenWhatisthis?Andwhereistherest

ofhisbody?

Bukhosi:Nditheandiyazingobanam ndivukeilapha

lentloko.(isaidIdon’tknowbecauseIalsowokeup

withthisheadhere)

Nkosibuthe:UyaxokaUmbulele(youarelayingyou



killedher!Bukhosi’seyesturnbloodshotredashe

quicklystoodupandlookedathisfatherdeadinthe

eyes)

Bukhosi:IsaidIdidn’tkillher!

Nkosibuthe:Ohmntanam kufunekasihambile

nditshongomsookukusayongobauziquzibini

ngoku,uyihloMkhuluuphilakuwekwayelonto

inobungizi(ohmychildwehavetogohomeandI

meantomorrowmorningbecauseyouaretwo

peopleinonenow.Yourgrandfatherislivingorlives

inyouandthatisdangerous)

Staytuned...
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TheJourney:

Youknowbeforeyoutraveltoaplaceyoudon’t

know,yougetsoexcitedthatyoudon’tsleepat

nightorevenifyoudoyouwilldream aboutthe

placeasyouwouldlikeittobe.Bukhosididn’tsleep

thepreviousnightbecausehewasworriedabout

goingtotheroyalpalaceofhispeopleinMatatiele.

Hedidn’tknowthekindoftreatmenthewillgetthere

becausejudgingbywhathisfathersaiditmightnot

begoodbecausehealsodoesn’tsetfootinthe

RoyalpalaceofNkomanzi.Butsomethinginhim

didn’tallowhim torefusetogo,infacthewas

pushingtogo.Hewokeupearlyandpreparedfor

thetrip,hetoldhismotherallaboutitandshewas

supportiveandbecausehedidn’twanttoleaveher

alonehegotZodwatostaywithherwhiletheylook

forAsithandilebecausehedidn’twanthertobe

alonenotevenforaminute.Hefinishedwithhis

stuffandwenttopackthem inthecarthenwentto

thehouseandlockedbeforedrivingofftohis



father’shouse.

Hegottothehouseandtheguardsopenedforhim.

Hedroveinandparkedthenwenttothedoorand

knocked,themaidopenedforhim andhewentin

andsawNcebakazisittingintheloungelookingfar

inherthoughts.

Bukhosi:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Ncebakazi:Heybro,howareyou?

Bukhosi:Am OkayButyouarenot.What’sup?

Ncebakazi:Am welldearBrother,howdoyoufeel

aboutgoingtoMatatiele?

Bukhosi:NervousButWhatcanIdo?

Ncebakazi:Hanginthereeverythingwillbefine,I

think.

Bukhosi:Seeevenyoucan’tguaranteethat

everythingwillbefineorifam goingtobewelcomed.

Ncebakazi:YourightIcantbutatleastfatherwillbe

therewithyoueverystepoftheway.



Bukhosi:Andam gratefulforthat.Nowtellmewhat

iseatingyou?

Ncebakazi:WellMotherdidn’tcomehomelastnight

(BukhosibecametenseimmediatelyandNcebakazi

sawthat)Listenbrother,Idon’twanttosoundcruel

oranythingbutam happythatmotherisnothere.

Bukhosi:Whywouldyoubehappynotknowing

whereyourmotheris?

Ncebakazi:CanIconfideinyouandpleasedon’ttell

anyone?

Bukhosi:PromiseIwon’t.

Ncebakazi:WellIfoundoutafewweeksbackthat

motherwasinvolvedinsomeshadybusinesses.

Bukhosi:Whatdoyoumeanshadybusiness?

Ncebakazi:Wellrememberinthenewswhenthey

talkaboutthekillingsthatarehappeninginthe

villagenotsofarfrom here?

Bukhosi:Encokovillage?

Ncebakazi:YesThatvillage,Ifoundoutthatmother

isinvolvedinthat,whenIconfrontedhershestraight



uptoldmethatthosepeopledidn’thavealifeand

shewassavingthem.

Bukhosi:Bykillingthem?

Ncebakazi:Mypointexactly!AndIthreatenedtotell

fatherbutshesaidifIdoshewillkillZodwathen

fatherwhileIwatched.

Bukhosi:MaybeshewasJustKim jokingsis.

Ncebakazi:Noshewasnotbecauseofhowcoldher

voicewaswhenshesaiditandhowdarkanddistant

hereyeswere.Shewasdefinitelytellingthetruth.

Bukhosi:Ibelieveyou,soisthatwhyyoudon’twant

herback?

Ncebakazi:Iwouldratherhavethatwomandead

thanwaitforhertokillmyfamily.Sorryformy

languageandhowIsaiditbutNosiyamcelaisa

heartlesswitch.

Bukhosi:ifsheisindeeddeadwhatareyougoingto

do?

Ncebakazi:Putontheactofalifetime,crylouder

thaneveryoneelsethenafterthefuneralIwilldrink



tillIcan’tanymorecelebratingthedeathofwitchI

oncecalledamother.

Bukhosi:Yhoosowhydrink?

Ncebakazi:BecausewhenIdothepeoplewillthink

thatam deeplyhurtandwanttonumbthepain.

Nkosibuthe:Soam noteventoldwhenyouhere?

(hesaidgettingintotheloungewithhissportbag)

Bukhosi:SorryFatherIwasjustcatchingupwithmy

sister.Youknowwehaven’thadtimetotalksince

thiswholekidnapingthing.

Nkosibuthe:Iunderstandson.

Ncebakazi:Ihopeyoufindmylittlesisterandbring

herhome.

Nkosibuthe:Wewillmybaby.NowBukhosiletsgo

andwearetakingtheSubaru

Bukhosi:Whichone?

Ncebakazi:LatestBrotheranditspitsfireItellyou.

Nkosibuthe:Nomatterhowmuchyoupraisethecar



NcebakaziIwillnotgiveittoyou.

Ncebakazi:YhooFatherIneversaidIwanteditam

justadmiringagoodmachine.

Bukhosi:Soundslikeyouwantittome.

Ncebakazi:Who’ssideareyouon?

Bukhosi:Thecar!Byesis

Ncebakazi:MXM goanddon’tcomebackbothof

you.(theylaughedandwentoutthedoor)

Thecarwasveryfastwhichwillmakethedriveto

Matatielelessthanthenormaltwohoursitusually

takes.ThedrivewasasilentonewithNkosibuthe

thinkingaboutwhatthepeoplewillsaywhenhegets

tothepalace.Histheprinceofthelandwholeft

homeandneverlookedbackwhenhisfatherdied

andthethronegiventohisunclebecausehedidn’t

haveamalechild.Bukhosiwasthinkingaboutthe

kindofWelcomehewillreceiveinhisfather’shome,

butcontrarytothatthebeastinhim feltlikepushing

thecaritselfsothattheycangettherefaster.He



didn’tunderstandhowhecouldbeworriedaboutnot

beingWelcomeandanxioustogetthereatthesame

time.

TheypassedaboardthatsaysWelcometo

MatatieleandNkosibuthe’sheartstartedbeating

fastthathishandtightenonthestirringwheeland

Bukhosisawthat.

Bukhosi:Whateverhappenswewillgobackhome

togetherasone.Wewillnotallowanyonetochase

usoutuntilwehavecompletedwhatwecamehere

todo.

Nkosibuthe:ThankyousonIneededtohearthat.

Am theprinceofthislandandIhaveeveryrightto

behereasmuchasmyuncle.

Bukhosi:NowThatistheFatherIknowbutyougot

onethingwrong.

Nkosibuthe:WhatdidIgetwrong?

Bukhosi:Youarenottheprinceofthisland

(Nkosibuthehadalookofdisappointment)youare



thekingofthislandandam theprince.Wecan’t

bothbeprincesthatisunheardof.Fatherandson

princesno.

Nkosibuthe:Hahayourightmyprince.

Bukhosi:Thankyoumyking(theybothlaughedand

continuedwiththedrive)

Bukhosi:Isthatasmallvillagetown?

Nkosibuthe:No!Thatmysonbeforeyouistheroyal

palaceofNkomanzi,whereyourforefatherslayto

rest.Thatiswhereyourlineagecomesfrom.

Bukhosi:MyGod!Itistruewhentheysaythat

paradiseisafantasywecreateaboutpeopleand

placesaswewouldlikethem tobe.Isthatwhere

yougrewup?

Nkosibuthe:Grewup,wenttoschool,stickfighting,

initiation,celebrationsandhadmyfirstkissat.That

ismyhome.

Bukhosi:Whatabeautyitis.

Nkosibuthe:indeed



Theydrovetothepalacegatesandtheguardswent

tothem outsidethegate.

Guard:Greetings

Nkosibuthe:Greetings,Iam heretoseetheking.

Guard:AndwhowillIannounceyouas?

Nkosibuthe:AnnouncemeasNkosibuthetheprince

oftheland(theguardwasshockedbecauseallof

them haveheardofNkosibuthebuthaveneverseen

him)

Guard:Myprince(hebowedhishead)Iwillgo

announceyourarrival.

Nkosibuthe:Iwouldappreciateitifyoumadeitfast

wedon’thaveallday.(theguardleftinahurrygoing

insidethepalace)

Bukhosi:Whyaretheynotlettingusin?

Nkosibuthe:intheroyalpalaceguardsarenot

allowedtoletanyoneinwithoutinformingtheking

andheapproves.

Bukhosi:Ridiculous!Whatenemiescanthisking

have?Farmerswhowantmealiemeal.



Nkosibuthe:Hahawhenyouhaveaheartofstone

yougetparanoidthatevenfarmersareyourenemies.

Insidethepalacethekingandqueenoftheland

weresittinginthethroneroom discussingmatters

ofthekingdom whentheguardcameinandbowed

beforethem.

Guard:Myking

King:Speak!

Guard:Thereissomeoneatthegatewhowishesto

seetheking.

King:Whodidhesayheis?

Guard:HesaidheisNkosibuthetheprinceofthe

land.

King:impossible!(hestoodup)takemetohim!I

wanttoseeformyselfifwhatyouaresayingisthe

truth.

Guard:Yesmyking(theygotoutgoingtothegate

andwhenNkosibuthesawhisunclehegotoutof

thecarandstoodnexttoit.Thekingsawhim and



signaledfortheguardstoopenforthem andthey

didandNkosibuthedrovein)

HegotoutofthecarwhileBukhosiremained.

King:Ifitisn’tthelonglostprinceofthelandandmy

nephewNkosibuthe.

Nkosibuthe:InthefleshZwelibalele!

King:NephewIthinkyouhaveforgottenthewaysof

thekingdom.NooneandImeannoteventheprince

isallowedtocallthekingbyname.

Nkosibuthe:MybaduncleIjustdidn’tseeanyking

thatiswhy(Zwelibalelewasangrybuthedidn’t

wanttoshowit.InthecarBukhosiwaslosing

himselfbecausePowerwascomingout,whatwas

botheringhim wasthathewasnotevenangrybut

Powerwassurfacinghegotoutofthecarandthe

uncleandfatherturnedandlookedathim andwhen

Nkosibuthesawhim heknewthatthebeastwas

abouttocomeout)



King:Whatisthisthatyouhavebroughtus?

Nkosibuthe:Myson!

King:WOW youfinallyhaveason!Pityhecametoo

late.

Nkosibuthe:OhIwouldn’tsaythat(hesaidwitha

smileonhisface)

BukhosilookedatZwelibaleleandsawhim onthe

dayhekilledthekinghisgrandfatherandthe

momentthathappenedhehowledsoloudand

transformedandjumpedintoZwelibalelelanding

him onthegroundwithhisfrontpawsonhischest

andhismouthopenanddroolingonhisface.

Zwelibalelewasbothshockedandscaredbecause

hethoughtthebeastdiedwiththelateking.The

guardsranfortheirlives.

Nkosibuthe:Whatwereyousayinguncle?

Zwelibalele:Getitoffme!

Nkosibuthe:Am sorryunclebutIdon’tknowhowto

controlit.It’snotmybeast.

Powerwentforhisshoulderandbiteitcomingback



withthechunkofhisfleshandspititoutonthe

groundandZwelibalelewasgroaninginpainunder

thebeastbuttherewasnorunningbecauseitspaws

werepressinghim downontheground.Thequeen

waswatchingfrom thedoorofthepalacecryingand

callingforhelpbutnoonecame.Thechiefpriest

cametothepalacechantinghisclannames.

Chiefpriest:NkosiyaseNkomanzi!Wena

uzovuselelaubulungisakwelikomkhulu,sizukulwa

samaCirha,Ncibane,Nojaholondiyazinkosiyam

sikonile,ikomkhululikonile,khothamauzinze

kumkanikuzolungangokuufikileekhaya(kingof

Nkomanzi!Youwhowillbringpeaceintothepalace

andthekingdom,grandsonoftheCirhaclan,Iknow

wehavewrongedyou,thepalacehaswrongedyou.

Calm downandrestmyking,everythingwillbe

alrightyouarehomenow)

Staytuned....
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Encoko

ThechiefofEncokovillagehasbeeninpeaceforthe

pastcoupleofdays,onlybecausetheevilwitchas

hecallsher,Nosiyamcelawasn’tmakingany

demandsororderslikesheisorderingclothesinan

onlinestore.Hewasactuallysleepingpeacefullyat

nighthoweverthedreamsarestillthereandnow

morethanevertheyareintenseandhedoesn’tknow

whattodo.Theguyswhowenttolookforthechief

priesthavebeengoneforovertwoweeksnowand

thatworriedhim becausethosepeoplearehis

responsibilityandhavingthem returnsafeishis

mainconcern.Nokonwabacomestohim andsits

nexttohim underatreeandtheylookingattheview

ofthemountainsbothhopingtoseetheman

comingbackhomebutnothing.



Nokonwaba:Myhusbandyouhavebeendoingthis

sincethedaytheyleft,Iaskthatwegohavelunch

thencomebackandwaitforthem together.

Mqwathi:Iknowmydearam justworriedabouttheir

familiesiftheydonotcomeback.

Nokonwaba:Don’tbenegativemydeartheywill

comebackyouwillsee.Nowcanwepleasego

insideandeat?

Mqwathi:Ofcauselet’sgo.(theywentinsideand

Nokonwabaservedherhusbandfood.Theydohave

peopleworkingtherebutwhenitcomestomaking

foodforherhusbandshedoesitherself)

Mqwathi:Thefoodisreallygoodmydear,Ididn’t

realizehowhungryIam untilIstartedeating.

Voice:Uhleliaphawenauyatyakodwakonakele,

ungumntuonjanikanti?(yousittinghereeatingyet

thingsaregettingoutofcontrol,whatkindofa

personareyou?Mqwathiandhiswifeturnedaround

tolookatthedoorandtheycouldn’tbelievewhat

theywereseeing)

Mqwathi:Gaselayoustillaliveohthankthegods.



Gasela:Thankthegodsforwhatwhenyouhave

madeabiggermassthantheoneyoumadewhenI

left?

Mqwathi:Am sorrychiefpriestbut...(hecutshim

short)

Gasela:Don’teventrytheIdidn’thaveachooseline

withme.Nokonwabamakefoodformeandtheman

yousenttogetmeandmakeitafeastandyou

comeweneedtotalk.

Nokonwabadidn’twasteanytimegettingupand

goingtothekitchentoaskthekitchenstufftomake

foodforthemanthatjustarrived,whileshemakes

foodforthechiefpriestbecausehisfoodasshe

remembersmustnothaveanyspicesoranyofthe

modernthingsonlysaltoraromatandhalsomethat

blockofoilthatlookslikebutterorwhitecheese

coveredinwhitepaperwrapping.Thechiefofthe

landandthechiefpriestwenttohishutandthe

chiefpriestwaspleasetoseethatallhisthings

wereexactlythewayheleftthem manyyearsago.



Theygotinwiththechiefleavinghisshoesatthe

doorbutthechiefpriestdidn’thaveany,hewas

walkingbarefoot.Theybothsitonthegrassmatand

thechiefspriestburntincenseandluckysticksand

spoketotheancestorsannouncinghisreturntothe

royalhouseandwhenhewasdonehelookedat

Mqwathiandshookhishead.

Gasela:Usatsalwangempumlongulamfazinangoku?

Kutheniungazimelinjengendodakodwaunabantu

engekudalabamsusayookanyeumsusewena

ngokwakho?(areyoustillbeingpulledbythenose

bythatwoman?Whydon’tyoustandupforyourself

likeaman,becauseyouhavepeoplethatcouldhave

takencareofheralongtimeagooryoucouldhave

doneityourself?)

Mqwathi:Gaselathatwomanis

Gasela:Powerful?

Mqwathi:Yes

Gasela:mmm Iseesoyouunderminethepowerthe

godsofthislandgaveyouanddecidedtobeledbya



womanyoudon’tknow?

Mqwathi:It’snotlikethatbut...

Gasela:Unyanisileayikhonjalo,uligwalaqhawena

akhontoiyophindaithethwe(yourightit’snotlike

that,youarejustacowardandnothingmorewillbe

said)

Thechiefknewbetterthantoarguewiththechief

princesohekeptquietthistimearoundandwaited

forhim tospeak.

Gasela:ThingsarebadandImeanverybad,the

womanyoutrustedwitheverythingdeartoyouhave

betrayedyouintheworstwayever.

Mqwathi:Whatdoyoumean?

Gasela:Imeanthattheprincessisnolongerinthis

soil,shewastakenawayandthatwomanplannedit

all.

Mqwathi:IfsheharmedmydaughterIswearIwill..

Gasela:Youwillwhat?BecauseIknowverywellthat

thereisnothingyoucould’vedoneevenifshewas



stillalive.

Mqwathi:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Gasela:Youcanbeslowsometimes,sheisdead

killedbyapowerfulgodandnowthatchildis

sufferingwithdreamswheresheisandIonlycame

backbecausethegodswantedmetodoaritualin

herabsenceandaskthem toprotectherandgiveus

timeuntilsheisfoundtodoaproperritual.

Mqwathi:Mydaughteriskidnappedandam sureno

oneislookingforherandontopofthatsheis

suffering.WhathaveIdone!

Gasela:Youkeepsayingyourdaughterlikeshe

knowsyou.Lookwehavetodotheceremonyat

midnightbecausethesetwoancestorsfightingare

bothverystrongsothishastobedonetofreeherat

leastforalittlewhile.Asforthebloodonyourhands

itwillbewashedthedaysheisintroducedtoher

rightfulpeople.

Mqwathi:Itshallbedoneasthegodspleases.

Gasela:Goodnowletsgoeatam hungry



Theystoodupandwenttothediningareaandthe

othermenwerealreadyeating.Theyjoinedthem

andatetootalkingaboutthejourneytothe

mountains.

InMatatieletheroyalpalaceofNkomanziwastense

afterwhathappened,theguardsandmaidenwere

scaredtoevenmakenoisebecausetheywere

scaredofwhatmighthappen.Allthepalacestaff

wasnewsotheywerenotthereatthetimeofthe

latekingsotheydidn’tknowallthis.Insidethe

palaceapalacedoctorwasattendingtothekings

woundsasthechiefpriestsaidthereisnothinghe

candountiltherealkingordershim towhich

Bukhosididn’tbecausehedidn’tknowthathewas

referringtohim.Bukhosi,Nkosibutheandthechief

priestweresittinginthethroneroom waitingforthe

kingandqueenofthelandtocomebackandjoin

them andtheydidafterawhileandthekings

shoulderwasbandaged.Heandhisqueencamein

andsatonthethronenexttoeachother,anger

visibleonthequeensfacebutthekingwasmore



scaredthanangry.

Chief:ThekingisheretodoaritualandIwillneeda

bulltobeslaughteredandtwogoatsand5chickens.

King:Can’ttheritualwaittilltomorrowsothatwe

caninvitethepeople?

Chief:Onlyifyouwanttowakeupdeadandnot

witnesstheritual(thekinggottense)

Queen:Itisnotlatetodotheritualnow?

Nkosibuthe:Youareawomanandthishasnothing

todowithyou,sowaityourturnandspeakwhen

spokento(thequeenkeptquiet)

Chief:It’sonlyafter12andbesidesthethingsofthe

godsdon’twait.BukhosibaseNkomanzigoandpick

outyourbullfrom thekraal.

King:Theboyshavealreadytakenthelivestockout

tothefieldforthedayandwillonlycomebacklate

intheevening.

Chief:IknewyouwouldsaythatwhichiswhyItold

them toturnbackwiththem whenIcamehereand



theyshouldbeinthekraalaswespeak.

King:Oh

Bukhosistoodupandleftthem thereandtheyall

stoodupandfollowedhim behind,hegottothe

Nkomanzipalacekraalandgotin.Helookedaround

atthebullsandashewalkedamongthem they

wouldmoveasidegivingwaytohim.Butonlyone

bullstoodstilllookingathim,theymadeeyes

contactforabout5longminutesnotbreakingit.The

othercowsandbullswereonthesideswatching,if

youcancallitthatbecausetheywerelookingat

them.FinallyBukhosiwentclosertothebulland

whenhegotcloseritwentdownonitsfrontlegs

morelikeabowofsomesortandtheboysoutside

thekraalwhistlesasthatisoneofthebullsthat

alwaysgivesthem problems,itneverfollowsthe

othersbutleadsthem whereitwantsto,nevereats

onthefieldanditwaitstobegivenhaylikeahorse.

Thistothem wasshockingaswellassurprising.



King:Whatareyouwhistlingabout?

Boy:Mykingthisisthebullwealwayscomplain

aboutandforittomedoingthistousitmeanithas

metitsmaster.

King:Youcanbestupidsometimes!Nobullhasa

master.

Boy:ThenWhatdoyoucallthat?

King:Haveyouforgottenyouspeaktoyourking!(he

shoutedattheboy)

Boy:Am sorrymykingIgotoverexcited.

Chief:Youshouldstopshoutingattheboybecause

hespeaksthetruth,thebullhasmetitsmasterand

evenbowedtohim.Whatanimalbowsbeforeyou

huh?(thekingkeptquiet)

Chief:Ithoughtasmuch.

Nkosibuthe:Theevilanimalsmightbetheoneswho

bowforhim atnightwhoknows.(thekingwasfed

upandcouldn’twaitforthem togo)



Bukhosipulledthebullbyitshornsanditobliged

andtookitoutofthekraalandstoodnexttoit.

Bukhosi:Thisistheone

Chief:Boysgocallyoungmantocomeimmediately

(theboyswentoutthepalacerunning)

Bukhosiwenttothekraalwherethegoatswereand

gotinandashegotinalltheothergoatsmoved

backbuttwocameforwardandwhenthechief

priestsawthishestartedrecitinghisclannames

andthoseofthekingpraisingthem andthanking

them forbringingthekingbacktothekingdom.

Bukhosigotoutofthekraalwiththegoatsandthe

boysthatremainedwenttotiedthem upnexttothe

cow.

Bythistimewomanwerebusycookingfortheritual

otherswerecheckingifthereisenoughtraditional

beerfortheritualbecausethereisalwayssomein

thepalaceforrituallikethesethatarenotplanned.

Innotimetheyoungmanwhereatthepalaceand

somevillagerstootohelpwiththeworkthathasto



bedone.Don’taskwhotoldthem becausevillage

peopleisliketheycansmellwhenthereisaritual

andjustshowup.Theyoungmanwereaboutto

slaughterthebullwhenBukhositookthechiefpriest

handandpulledhim towardswherethebullwasand

hegotthereandBukhosipatsthebulltwicein

betweenitshornsontheforeheadanditstarted

makingnoisethatfilledthepalace.Thechiefpriest

wasshockedbythisbecausenormallyaspearis

usedtopokethecowforittomakenoise.Bukhosi

wenttothegoatsanddidthesameandthegoats

madenoise,hethenwenttotheyoungmanand

tookthespearandstabbedthebullrightbetweenits

eyeswherehepatitbeforeanditwenttodownthe

groundmakingnoise.Hethengavebackthespear

andtheyoungmanstartedskinningthebull.

Chief:Noneedtoslaughterthegoatsbecauseyou

havealreadydoneitwiththebulltheyoungmancan

slaughterthem.

Bukhosi:Alright.



Bukhosididn’tknowwhathewasdoingthewhole

timehediditbutsomethinginhim toldhim toand

hecouldn’tresist.Thequeenofthelandwasnow

scaredofwhatshewitnessedeventhoughiswas

from afarbecausewomanarenotallowedinthe

kraal.Thekingjustwantedthem gonesothathe

cangoappeasehisownthingsanddohisown

ritualstomakesuretheydon’tcomeback.

Nkosibuthewasproudandleftalivefrom just

settingfootinhisfather’ssoil,itwaslikealoadhad

beenliftedoffhim.Thechiefpriestknewthat

changeiscomingandgoodthingsareaboutto

happeninthekingdom.
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CapeTown (notedited)

ThedoctorwhoworkswithNosiyamcelawashaving

ahardtimegettingordersandfulfillingpromisesto

herclientbecauseshecan’tgetholdofNosiyamcela.

Shedecidedtodiguptheircontractasthenumbers

oftheassociateshavetobelistedonitsothatall

partnersknowwhoisinvolvedinthebusinessjust

forsafetysake.Shewentthroughthecontractand

thefirstpersonwasVusiwhichthedoctorknewwas

notaroundsinceshehelpedhim whenheleftthe

countryandtherewasanothernumberwrittenking

andshetookitdownandputthecontractbackin

thesafe.Shetookthenumberanddialeditfrom a

burnerphoneandNokonwabawhowascleaningher

husbandsroom heardthephoneandlookedforit

andansweredbecauseherhusbandwasbusywith

thechiefpriestbutshewasshockedtoseea

secondphonebutthoughtofthewomanher

husbandspokeaboutandsheansweredanyway.



Convo:

Nokonwaba:Hello

Doc:GooddayMs,mayIpleasespeaktotheowner

ofthephone,thisisdoctorMthusispeaking.

Nokonwaba:Ohholdonletmecallhim.

Doc:Thankyou.

Nokonwabawentandcalledherhusbandwhosaw

from herfacialexpressionthatsomethingwas

wrong.Hetookthephoneandanswered.

Mqwathi:Hello

Doc:It’sme,Ihaveaorder.

Mqwathi:Whereismyusualcontract?

Doc:Idon’tcareinfactyoucangetallhershare

becauseshehasdroppedtheball.

Mqwathi:Idon’tcareaboutthatandIwillnotbe

fulfillinganyorderwithoutmyoriginalcontact.

Doc:Ohbelievemeyouwilloryouwillendupinjail

ordeadwithyourorgansinsideoneofmyclients

justyoutryme.



Mqwathi:Idon’tcareyoucandowhateveryouwant

withmeam notdoingit.

Doc:Really?

Mqwathi:Yes.

Doc:OkayIwillsendyouyourdaughter’sremains

whenIgetwhatIneedfrom her,goodbye.

Mqwathi:No!Wait!

Doc:Changedyourmind?

Mqwathi:Doyouknowwheresheis?

Doc:Whodoyouthinkhelpedyourpartnerwith

takingherawayhuh?

Mqwathi:FineIwilldoit,whatdoyouneed?

Doc:IkidneybloodtypeO+

Mqwathi:Timeframe?

Doc:Twodays

Mqwathi:Fine

Doc:Nicedoingbusinesswithyou(shedroppedthe

call)



Nokonwabalookedatherhusbandandshookher

head.

Nokonwaba:Whatdoesthispersonwantnow?

Mqwathi:Idon’thaveachoice.

Nokonwaba:ThatisnotwhatIasked.

Mqwathi:IknowbutshehasmydaughterandifI

don’tdowhatshewantsshewillkillher.

Nokonwaba:Yougotyourselfintowhateverthisis

andIbelieveyoucantakeyourselfoutofitbut

pleasewhateveryoudodon’tgetmypoorchildin

danger.

Mqwathi:Yourchild?(heaskedwithasmileonhis

face)

Nokonwaba:What’syoursismineandthatgirlhas

beenthroughenoughsheneedsloveandprotection

nownotthis.

Mqwathi:Iwillfixit.

Nokonwaba:Youkeepsayingthatbutnoresults.



Mqwathi:Soonyouwillseethem.

Shejustlookedathim andcontinuedwithherwork.

Mqwathiwentbacktothechiefpriestbutbeforehe

couldgetcloserhestoppedhim.

Chief:Ifyouaretocontinuespillingmorebloodthen

Idon’twantyouinvolvedinthisritual.

Mqwathi:ThisismychildwearetalkingaboutsoI

havetobeinvolved.

Chief:Ifyouaregoingtobringyourbadlucktothis

ritualthenwemightaswellnotdoitbecauseitwill

beuseless.

Mqwathi:Finedoityourway.

Chief:Kodwawenauyindodanjengegama(youare

justamanbyname)Mqwathididn’tsayanythinghe

justleftfeelingheartbrokenthathewillhaveto

standonthesidelinesforhisdaughter’sritual.But

heturnedbackasherememberedwhatthechief

priestsaidwhenhecamebackandhewentbackto

him andstoodatadistance.

Chief:Whatnow?



Mqwathi:Yousaidthatwomanwaskilledbyagod.

Chief:YesSo?

Mqwathi:Whatgodisthat?

Chief:Itseemedtohavethesamebloodasher

runningthroughhisveinsbuthisnotcompletely

humanbutagod.

Mqwathi:DoesthatmeanIhaveanotherchild?(he

askedwithexcitementclearlyvisibleinhisface)

Mqwathi:Hayiuyagulangoku,xauzijongilewena

uzalaizinyanya?Kukhoizinyanyaezihamba

ngenyawokakadeemaQwathini?(noyoucrazynow,

whenyoulookingatyourselfyougivebirthtogods?

Aretheregodsthatwalkwithitsowntwofeetinthe

Maqwathiniclan?)

Mqwathi:Itwasjustaquestion.

Chief:Astupidoneatthat.

Mqwathishookhisheardandlefthim againbut

wonderedwhocouldthepersonbethatkilledthe

witch.



Matatiele:

Theritualwasdonebutthereweremorepeople

comingintothepalacebecauseofthemeatthat

wasthere.Thechiefpriestwasthehappiestmanin

thatpalace,itwasasifBukhosiwashissonthatjust

camebackfrom initiationschool.Heworeaproud

smileonhisfacejustlikeNkosibuthe.Thekingof

thelandwasnothimself,hecanseethatthesunis

settingbuttheirguestsdidn’tshowsignsofleaving

whichirritatedhim evenmore.Thequeenhasbeen

isolatedthiswholetime,nottalkingtoanyonejust

watchingthiswholethinghappen.Shewaspissed

anddisgustedbythegreedy,ungratefulvillagers

whowerehappyeatinginherpalaceinthenameof

otherpeopleandpraisinghim likehisagod.

Chief:Alliswellnowmyking.

King:Whydoinsistoncallingthisboyaking?

Chief:Becauseheisthechosenone.

King:Chosenornotam kinginthiskingdom notthis

boywedon’tevenknowwhereitcomesfrom.



Chief:IT,asyoucallitisyourbrotherandhis

grandsonallinoneperson.Daretrywhatyoudid

beforeandyouwillmeetyourmaker,Iwon’teven

sayancestorsbecausetheNkomanziancestors

don’tevenrecognizeyouastheirown.

King:IcarenotaboutthatallIwantisforthisthing

toleavemypalace.

Nkosibuthe:Callmysonathingonemoretime.

King:Whatareyougoingtodohuh?Youarejusta

boyNkosibutheandam youruncle,don’tforgetthat

boy.

Nkosibuthe:Isaidcallmysonathingonemoretime

Malumembhumbhulu(fakeuncle)

King:Don’tpushitNkosibuthetakethisyoursonout

ofmypalace.

Bukhosi:WewillgoZwelibalelebutdon’tevendare

trywhatyouarethinkingbecauseitwillbackfire.

King:Nowhisaccusingmeofsomething,soyou

hearhim?Whensomethinghappenstomeknow

thatit’shim.



Chief:It’sfunnyhowyouarequicktopointfingers

butifsomethingreallydoeshappentoyouknow

thatyouwerewarned.

Queen:Youarenolongerthechiefpriestofthis

palace,youcantakeyourpeopleandleavethis

placeatonce!

Nkosibuthe:Itoldyoubeforethatdon’tinvolve

yourselfinmattersthatdon’tinvolvedyou.Nowshut

upwomanyouarestartingtoannoyme.

Chief:Leavehershe’sjusthereforbenefitsnothing

moreanddon’tforgetMpokelengthatIstopped

beingthechiefpriestofthispalacethedayyour

husbandkilledtheking.

King:Wheredoyougetthatfrom?

Bukhosi:Doyouwantmetoshowyou?

King:NoImeanIwouldreallyappreciateitifyou

leave.

Bukhosi:Letsgofatherandyoumkhulu(grandpa)

don’tforgetwhatIsaid.



Theythreeofthem walkedtothecarandgotin.

Theydrovethechiefpriesttohishomeandmade

theirwaybacktoMthatha.Thesunwassettingin

themountainswhentheyleftMatatielebehind

headingtoaplacetheynowcallhome.

Thekingwenttohisshrinethemomenttheyleftthe

kingdom,hetookagreydottedchickenandwentin

therewithit.Inthatshrinetherewasabigsizeten

threeleggedpotthathadblackliquidinitthathad

livetoadsinit.Therewasalsothebingmetalbath

tubfulloffreshthickbloodinit,onecouldnotsee

whatwasinsideitbuttherewasaspearinthere,the

oneheusedtostabhisbrotherthelatekingwith.He

tookthechickenandhelditwithitsfeetwithits

headhanginglookingatthebigpotwithtoadsin,the

liquidmovedasthetoadsshowedtheirheadsand

thechickenstartedbleedingfrom itsmouthand

eyes.Hequicklymovethechickenfrom thepotto

themetaltubandletitsblooddripintothetub.After

3dropsofbloodintothetubthunderstokes

followedbylightningthatstrikedinthehutcutting

theroofinhalfwithitsburningblazeandburningthe



handthathadthechickenandhedroppedit.And

groanedinpain,whilehewaslookingatthat,

thunderroaredoutsideandlightningstrikesagain

burningthehutstartingfrom thedoorandwindow

andtherewasnowayoutfortheking.Hescreamed

likeawomanfrom insidethehutandtheguards

camerunningtotryandopenthedoorbutthefire

wastoohot.Themaidensbroughtwaterandputout

thefireonthedoorandtheguardskickeditdown

andthemomentthedoorfellthehutalsocame

crumblingdownonhim.Thensoonafterheavyrain

pouredputtingoutthefireintheprocess.Thequeen

hadalreadycalledtheambulance,whiletheguards

removedthingsontopofhim.Whentheygottohim,

hewasbadlyburntwithhisskinpealingoff.The

ambulancecameandtookhim awaywiththequeen

followingbehindleavingthevillagersgossiping

aboutthethingsthatcameoutofthathut.Somefelt

sorryforhim whileothersaiditserveshim rightfor

beingcruel.

OntheroadBukhosihadbeengroaninglikePower



wasabouttocomeout,Nkosibuthehadtheheartto

justturnthecararoundandgotothechiefpriest

againbecausehethoughtthatsomethingwas

wrong.FinallyBukhosicalmeddownafterawhile

andlookedathisfatherwhokeptstealingglancesat

him thenfocusbackontheroad.

Bukhosi:Youruncleisbadlyburnedandwillnotbe

abletomakeuseofhislegs.

Nkosibuthepresserontheemergencybrakeshard

bringingthecartoahalt.

Nkosibuthe:What?

Bukhosi:Yesitjusthappened.

Nkosibuthe:Whathappenedandhowdoyouknow?

Nodon’ttellme(hetookhisphoneanddialedthe

landlineatthepalaceandamaidenpickedup)

Convo:

Maiden:Nkomanzipalacehello

Nkosibuthe:Maidenit’sprinceNkosibuthe



Maiden:Yesmyprince.

Nkosibuthe:Iseverythingalrightintheroyalhouse?

Maiden:Nomyprincethehutthatthekingusedto

workinburntdownwithhim inside.Hewasjust

rushedtothehospital,butthatisnoteventheworst

ofit.

Nkosibuthe:Whatisit?

Maiden:Inthathuttherewasabigmetalbathtub

fullofbloodandabigthreeleggedpotwithlive

toadsinablackliquid(shesaidwhisperingonthe

phonelikearenownedgossipqueen)

Nkosibuthe:Didtheguardsgetridofthetoadsand

blood?

Maiden:HowcantheyMyprincewhenthe Place

wheretherewasahutdoesn’tlookliketherewas

evenone,thereisnotevenastructuretosaythere

wasahouseyetthebloodbathandblackliquidpot

remainedunshaken.

Nkosibuthe:Thatisstrange!

Maiden:Strangedoesn’tbringtodescribethis,Itell



youmyprincethisiswitchcraft.

Nkosibuthe:Iwillcallagaindearmaiden.

Maiden:IfIwereyoumyprinceIwouldrunforthe

hillsandnevercomeback.

Nkosibuthe:Yetyouarestillthereeventhoughyou

theonewhowitnessedthiswholeordeal.

Maiden:I...i..

Nkosibuthe:Iwillcallagain.

Hedroppedthecallnotbelievingwhathejustheard.

Hewentbackinsidethecarandstartedtheengine,

butbeforehedroveoffhelookedathissonand

asked.

Nkosibuthe:Whoareyou?

Bukhosi:Iam whoIam.(ndinguyeendinguye)

Staytuned....
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Mthatha (notedited)

Aweeklaterthekingwasreleasedfrom thehospital,

hisbodywashealingwellbutpainrefusestoleave

hisbody,painkillersdoingnothingandthequeen

wasfedupbythewininghisbeendoingeversince

hegotbackfrom thehospital.Sheevenhireda

professionalnursetotakecareofhim,shelastsaw

him twodaysaftertheycamebackfrom thehospital

andsheneverwenttothatroom again.Sheusesthe

spareroom becauseshesaysthekingsmellslikea

deadperson.Thismorningshewokeupandtolda

showerthenwenttothediningareatoforbreakfast,

shesatandthemaidensservedher.Sheateand



whileshewaseatingthenursecameinpushingthe

king,shequeenhadadisgustedlookonherfaceas

thesmellofrottenfleshfilledtheroom.Shelooked

atthenursefrom headtotoe.

Queen:Couldn’tyouwaittillIwasfinishedbefore

bringinghim here?

Nurse:Am sorrymyqueenbuthesaidhewas

hungrysoIbroughthim forbreakfast.(themaiden

whowasservinghim couldn’tholditinasshe

blatantlyspokewithoutbeingspokento)

Maiden:Hisnot“he”histheking(shethenheldher

mouth)

Nurse:Am sorrymyqueen.

Queen:Nowait!Whyareyoutakinghisside?Doyou

havesomethingtotellme?

Maiden:Nomyqueen.

Queen:Youbetterspeakoram throwingyouinthe

dungeon.

Maiden:Myqueenifyoumayallowmetospeakmy

mindthenIwouldsaysomething.



Queen:Speak!

Maiden:Myqueenwhatyouaredoingtoyour

husbandiswrong.Whenthekingwaswellhedid

everythingformeandnowthathisinthiscondition

thequeenrefusestoevenshareamealwithhim let

alonearoom.

Queen:YeahYouright!

Maiden:Thankyoumyqueen

Queen:Butletmeaskyouthis,wherewereyou

whenthismanfedallmyunbornchildrentohis

toads?Whowipedmytearswhenhetookonechild

afteranothersacrificingthem liketheywerelambto

theslaughter?Whatdidyouthinkthatbloodinthat

metaltubcamefrom?Yousawthematerialthings

hegavemeandthinkhegavemeeverythingbutno!

Hewaspayingformysilence.Thismanrighthereis

cruel,Iwouldbepregnantandsometimesnoeven

knowitbuthistoadswillknowandhewouldforce

metogositonthatpotthenthenextthingIknow

am bleedingandinthebathtubfillingitwithmy

baby’sremainsandblood.Hetooksixofmychildren



andyouthinkam cruel?

Nurse:Ohmyqueenwhydidyouenduresuchabuse

alltheseyears?

Queen:BecausewhenImarriedhim Iwasgreedyfor

powerandstatus,Iwantedtobequeenandthe

mostimportantandwellrespectedwomaninthis

kingdom.LittledidIknowthatwillbemydownfall,

todayIdon’thavechildrenbecausethismanright

hereyoucallakingkilledthem andam theone

who’ssupposedtobesorry?Forwhat?

Maiden:Am sorrymyqueenIdidn’tknow.

Queen:Ifyouwanttoknowallaboutwhatthisman

didtomeaskmypersonalmaiden,shewilltellyou

everythingasshewastheonewhoalwaystookcare

ofmeandnursedmebacktohealthwhilethisman

gotricherandricherwiththebloodofmychildren.

Nurse:Whydidn’tyouleavemyqueen?

Queen:Hahah(helaughedinbetweensobs)ohIleft

AlrightwhenIwaspregnantwithmysixthchild

becauseIwantedtoprotecthim,butthismantold

meifIdon’tcomebackhewillkillmylittlesisterand



guesswhatIsaid?

Nurse:What?

Queen:Isaid‘Idareyoutotry’andboywasthatmy

mistakebecausemylittlesisterneverwokeupthat

nightandyouwanttoknowwhatwasworsethan

herbeingdead?

Nurse:That’senoughnowmyqueen.

Queen:Noit’snot!It’snot,mysisterlookedlikean

oldwomanwrinkledandoldyetshewasonly

thirteen.Thismonsterstoadssuckedthebloodout

ofherleavingusahumandriedfruit,myparents

weretraumatizedandIcouldn’tletsomethinglike

thathappentoanyofmyfamilymemberssoIcame

backandmybabywastakenyetagain.Hetoldme

tostaybyhissideandsupporthim alwaysand

everyoneIlovedwillliveandIdid.Nowtellmeam

cruelonemoretime.

Themaidenwentonherkneescrying.

Maiden:Am sorrymyqueenit’sjustthatthepicture

hepaintedforeveryoneinthiskingdom was

convincingandam sureeveryonewhoseeshowyou



treathim willblameyouandaccuseyouofbeing

cruelandheartless.Weweresolddreamsmyqueen

andweboughtthem.WiththatIapologize.

Queen:Iwon’tsayit’salrightbutneverjudgeabook

byitscoverbecausewhatiswritteninsidemight

shockyou(shestoodupandleftthem)

Thenurselookedatthekingwitheyesfullofhatred.

Themaidendidtoobutshehadnochoicebuttodo

herworkandservetheking.Nomatterwhatshe

heardsheisstillloyaltothethroneandwhoeversits

onitjustlikeanygoodmaiden.

Bathandwa:

It’sbeenweeksandIdon’tknowwheremyloveis,

it’shardformetoeventhinkofwhatmightbe

happeningtoherrightnow.ItsaddensmethatI

can’tdoanythingaboutthiswholesituation.Ilove

thatgirlandGodknowsIwillwaitforher,wellthatis



ifshewillhavemewhenshereturnsbutImadea

promisetoherthatIwillwaitforherandfightforour

loveandthatam willingtodo.Nowwhocouldbe

knockingwhenam tryingtogetsomealonetime.

Mymothercamein.

Nomthandazo:Mylove!Howareyoubaby.

Bathandwa:Thatwouldhavemademesmilelikea

retardhaditcomefrom therightperson.

Nomthandazo:DoesThatmeanIam thewrong

persontocallyoumylove?

Bathandwa:YouknowwhatImeanmother.

Nomthandazo:Howlongareyougoingtowaitfor

thisgirl?

Bathandwa:Untilshecomesback.

Nomthandazo:Youtalkasifsheisonholidayor

something,Godforbidbutwhatifsheisfounddead,

whatthen?

Bathandwa:Iwillburyherandthengrieveforher,

healandwhenmyhearttellsmetooIwillmoveon.



Nomthandazol:Youareasstubbornasyourfather.

Bathandwa:That’saGoodthingisitnot?

Nomthandazo:Itisbaby,heyLindacomebyhere

whenyouwereintown.

Bathandwa:MentionThatgirlagainandIwillpack

mythingsandgoliveatreduntilthedayAsithandile

comesback.

Nomthandazo:Haiboam justtellingyouwhat

happened.

Bathandwa:IfithastodowithLindathenIdon’t

wanttoknow.

Nomthandazo:Okaybutlistentome,don’tfeel

obligatedtowaitforAsithandileifyourheartno

longerwantsto,Yesfornowyoucanwaitforas

longasyourheartallowsyoutobutwhenitdoesn’t

moveon.

Bathandwa:Idon’tIwillbutIwilldoasyousayifit

comestoit.

Nomthandazo:That’sallIask.



Lisa:

Rightnowam aprofessionalatfightingandknives,

SticksishappywithhowIhavebeendoingandhis

happywithmyprogressinschool.Hesaidhehasa

missionformetodayandIhopehistakingmeout

asarewardfordoingwellinmytrainingandschool

becausegodknowsIneedsomemetime.Imissmy

parentslikecrazybutIhavenotbeenawardedthe

opportunitytocallthem yetbutIcanseethatlittle

bylittleSticksisstartingtotrustme.Hecomesinto

myroom lookingeversofine,damnguysSticksis

handsomeminusthescarylookhealwayshas.

Sticks:Am hotIknowsodon’tdrool.

Lisa:Youwishshame.

Sticks:Yourmouthsaysonethingyetyoureyessay

another.

Lisa:Please,SoWhatcanIdoforyou?

Sticks:SonowIcan’tjustgoingaroundmyhouse

withoutbeingaskedthat.



Lisa:Youcameintomyroom sosomethingmightbe

up.

Stick:Yourroom whichisinmyhouseifImightadd.

Lisa:Fine

Sticks:IwanttotestyourskillstonightandIwant

youtoweartheclothesAmandawillbringyou.

Lisa:Whichskillsdoyouwanttotest?

Sticks:Knivesandfighting.

TosayIwasdisappointedwasanunderstatement

becauseIthoughtam goingoutbutnoandgoing

fighting.

Lisa:Okaythen,whattimeareweleaving.

Sticks:In10minutes(hesaidandgotoutwhile

Amandawalkedinandgavemetheclothes)itwasa

blackcroptop,blackskinnyjean,blackhillsand

jewelry.

Lisa:Iwon’task

Amanda:GoodgirlbecauseIalsodon’thave

answers.



Lisa:TothinkIwasgoingout

Amanda:Technicallyyouwillbegoingoutfriend.Let

medoyourmakeup.

Amandaisgoodatwhatshedoesbecausewhen

shewasdonewithmymakeupIdidn’teven

recognizemyself.Iwasbeautiful,Iworemyclothes

andfinishedoffthealongletterjacketontopand

putmyknivesjustthewayJacobshowedme,

hiddenbuteasytoaccess.Stickscameinwearing

allblackhimselflookingdangerousbutgoodandif

youcouldseeusnowIswearyouwouldsayweare

goals.HetookmyhandandIgrabbedmypurseand

weleftthehouse.

Sticks:Youlookbeautiful

Lisa:Thankyouandyoudon’tlooktoobadyourself.

Sticks:Justsayitalready

Lisa:Saywhat

Sticks:Thatam handsome

Lisa:Notachance(wowhesmiled,hehasa



beautifulsmilethoughmanlybutbeautiful)

Wegottothisplacethatlookedlikeabarand

restaurantkingofthingandwesatonthetable.

Therewasaguysittingbehindmewithabriefcase

besidehischairandStickssignaledwithhishead

formetotakethebriefcaseandIdidandpushedit

towardshim.HestoodupandIdidtooandhewent

tothedoorbutbeforewecouldgetout3guys

stoppedusandmyheartstartedbeatingfast.

Sticks:Gentlemen!Whatseemstobetheproblem?

Guy:Youhavewhatbelongstous.

Sticks:Isthatso?

Guy:Iwillnotstandhereandlistentoyouacting

stupid.

Sticks:WellTakeitifyouseeit

TheguywentforthebriefcaseandStickshandedit

tomethenmovedasideandthoseguyscame

rushingtomeandIhadnochoicebuttofollowmy

trainingandfightbutnotlettinggoofthebriefcase.I



trippedtheoneinfrontofmeandhefellasIkicked

theonebehindhim,thethirdonegavemethe

motherofallpuncheswhichgotmemovingback

andhecameatmeagainandhispunchesarefelt.I

droppedthebriefcaseandputmyfootonitmaking

surethatIdon’tmoveitasIreachedfortheaknives

cuttinghisjointsandhefelldownbutthetwowere

alreadyupcomingforme.Iquicklyscantheroom to

lookforSticksonlytoseehim atthebarhavinga

drinklookingatmewhichmademeangryasItook

myarmyknivesonbothhandskickingandstabbing

thoseguys.Itwaslikeannotincontrolofmywhole

bodyandactions,mindyoumyonefooditstillon

thebriefcasebecauseJacobtoldmenevertoletgo

ofwhatyougoonaheistfor.Ifeltsomeonegrab

mefrom thebackandIturnedandstabbedhim on

histhigh.

Sticks:Shitwomanit’sme!(hewasbleedingandso

weretheguysontheground)hetookmyhandand

thebriefcaseandwewenttothecaranddroveoff.I

wasmadashellbecauseheleftmetheretofight

thoseguys.



Sticks:Whatareyoumadabout?

Lisa:Youleftmetherealone!

Sticks:Dareraiseyourvoiceatmeagainam

stoppingthiscarandkickingyouassrighthere.

Lisa:Whydidyouleavemethere?

Sticks:Wasthatmyfightoryours?

Lisa:Youshouldhavegivenmeaheadsup.

Sticks:Soyouthinkpeoplewhowillattackyouwill

giveyouaheadsup?

Lisa:Nobut..

Sticks:Butnothing!Youdidwellbacktherebutyou

willbetakingcareofmywoundsinceyoustabbed

me.

Lisa:Am sorry

Sticks:Youcanshowmethatbytendingtomy

wounds.

Lisa:Fine!WhatisinthisbriefcaseanywaythatIhad

toearnbruisesfor.



Sticks:Openit(Ididastoldandithaddiamonds)

Lisa:No!Itcan’tbe.

Sticks:Itcanandyoujustmadethatguymyenemy

again.

Lisa:What?(hejustlookedatmeandcontinued

driving,shitwhathaveIgottenmyselfinto)
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Matatiele:

6monthslater:

Theysayinlifeyouripwhatyousawwhethergood

orbadbutwhentheseasoncomeyouripwhatyou



saw.Theyalsosayeverythinginlifehasitsontime

likethedaygiveswaytothenight,lightgiveswayto

thedark,thegoodoutweighingthebad.Butwhat

aboutthosewhodogoodandyetlifekeeps

throwingthem withlemons,putobstaclesintheir

way,thosewhoworkhardbutneverseethefruitsof

theirlabor.Lifeisunfairespeciallytothosewhoare

goodatheart,thosewhoworkhardtoputfoodon

thetablebutneversucceed.Theylivefrom handto

moutheverymonthyetthosewhohavenocarein

theworldlivefulfillinglives,thosewhorobothers,

thosewhostealfrom thosewhohavenothing,those

whospillbloodandthosewhohavenoheart

whatsoeverlivethebestoflives.Whichmakeone

wonderifthedevilismorerewardingthantheGod

weworship,buthesaysinhisword,inyourtimeof

hardshipsseekmeandIwillbetheretodeliveryou.

Buttherehasbeennoonetodeliverthekingof

Nkomanzifrom thepainshehasbeenfeelingsince

thedayofthefire.

Everythingheearnedthroughhisevildeedsis



perishingrightbeforehiseyesandithurtshim

becausehisdefinitionofhardworkpaidoffonly

temporaryandnowit’sperishing.Hehasnoonein

hiscornerashecontinuessheddingskinlikea

venomoussnake.Hisinpainandeventhepeople

whotryandhelphim can’twaitforhim todieashe

hasbecomeaburdentothem buttheyaredoingit

becausetheyaregettingpainsto.Rightnowhisat

themercyofthegodsastheyclearlytellhim every

nightinhisdreamsthathewillnotdieuntilhe

makesthingsrightwiththeprinceoftheland

Nkosibuthe.Thepainsarekillinghim buthisnot

losingweightbutsheddingskin,hesmellslikea

deathpersonandeventhestrongestofcolognes

don’twork.Inhisroom thereisalwaysairfreshener

whichdoesn’thelpmuchbutitlessensthesmell.

HecalledNkosibuthethepreviousdayandtomeet

withhim becausehecan’ttakethepainanymore

andhesaidhewillfindtimetocomebutisnot

makinganypromises.Solonghecalledhisqueento

comeseehim andsheagreed.Shewentintheroom



andsatbythewindowtogetsomefreshairasthe

room smellslikedeath.

King:Myqueen,Iknowyoudon’twanttobecloseto

mebecauseofhowIsmellbutIwouldlikeitifyou

couldbareitforjustalittlewhileuntilam done

talkingtoyou.Ican’tspeakanylouderbecauseof

thepains,it’shardforme.

Queen:Soyouwanttokillmealongwithyourself.

King:EvenifIwantedtoIwouldn’tbeableto,please

Ibegofyou(thequeenmovedclosertohim)

King:Iknowwhatam goingtosayisnotgoingto

bringbackourkidsandwillnotbringbackyour

sister.ButIhavetosayam sorryforallthatIhave

donetoyouandourchildren,fordeprivingyouthe

chanceofbeingamotherandabigsister.Iknow

youdidn’tmarrymebecauseyoulovedmeandI

didn’tloveyoueither,Ijustwantedtomakemyritual

strongerwithroyalblood,whichIdidatfirstwhenI

killedmybrother,butasthetimewentbythey

neededmorebloodandIwantedtokeepmypower

andriches.WhichiswhyIusedourkidsandam



sorryforallthatIhavedonetoyou.

Queen:Isthatallyouwantedtosay?

King:Yes.

Queen:Thankforapologizingbutit’stoolateforthat

nowasyousaidyoucan’tbringmykidsbackand

mysistersoIdon’thaveareasontoforgiveyou

(shestoodupandlefthim)

Mthatha:

Bukhosiwasn’tsleepingonceagainbecauseof

dreams,inhisdream heseesawomananditlooks

likehisreachingforherassheslipsandfallsinto

theriverandavoicethattellhim togoandsaveher

beforeit’stoolate.It’sbeenaweekandthisdream

isnotgoingawayandit’stheexactsamedream

everytimeeventheeventsshowthesameway.Asa

resulthedecidedtogotohisfatherandfindout

whatishappeningorwhatcouldthedream mean.

OhbythewayNosiyamcela’sheadwasfoundinthe



fieldsaweeklateralreadydecomposing,Ncebakazi

didexactlyasshesaidshewillthedaytheyburiedit

andZodwawasjustnumbbecauseshedidn’t

understandwhathermotherwasdoingtherebutthe

policesaidshewaskilledbywildanimalsthatlater

ateherbody.Thecoronerconfirmedthatwild

animalsaretheonlyonesthatcancausethekindof

damagethatwasfoundonherhead.

Bukhosidroveintohisfather’shomeandparkedand

knocked,themaidopenedforhim andshowedhim

wherehisfatherwas.

Nkosibuthe:Son

Bukhosi:Father,howareyou?

Nkosibuthe:Notwellatallson.

Bukhosi:Whatseemstobetheproblem?

Nkosibuthe:Myunclecalledandaskedtoseemein

MatatieleandnowIdon’tknowifIshouldgoornot.

Bukhosi:Gohiswaitingforyou,youaretheonlyone

whocansethim freeandforaslongasyoudelay



goinghewillcontinuetosuffer.

Nkosibuthe:Iwon’tevenaskhowyouknowthatbut

okayIwillgoseehim.

Bukhosi:Icamehereforareason.

Nkosibuthe:Tellmeaboutit.

Bukhosi:Ihavethisdream thatIcan’tseem tofigure

out,inthedream am toldtosaveawomanIdon’t

evenknowandIhavebeenhavingitforthepast

week.

Nkosibuthe:Youknowsomuchyetyoudon’tknow

whatthisdream means?

Bukhosi:Wellit’snotlikeIhavecontroloverwhat

am shownornot.

Nkosibuthe:Iunderstand,seeIhadthesamedream

whentimecameformetomarry,itissaidthatthat’s

howthegodsofNkomanzichoseawifeanda

husbandfortheprincesandprincessofthekingdom.

Bukhosi:Areyousayingthatisthewomanam

supposedtomarry?

Nkosibuthe:Yes



Bukhosi:ThenWhydidthegodschoose

Nosiyamcelaforyou?

Nkosibuthe:Theydidn’t

Bukhosi:Idon’tfollowbecausethegodschoosethe

wifethataprinceistomarryandyoujusttoldme

thatyouhadthesamedream.

Nkosibuthe:ThatistruebutNosiyamcelaisnotthe

womanthegodsshowedmebutsinceIwasjusta

youngmanIhadnosaywhenmywifewasbrought

home.Myauntmyunclesfirstwifechose

Nosiyamcelaformeandfrom thatdaythegods

wereneverhappywithme.Theytookawaymy

crownandmykingdom anddeprivedmeofason

from thewomanthatwasmywife.ButIthinkmy

uncleandauntplannedthewholethingsothatwhen

timecameIwouldn’ttakeoverasking.

Bukhosi:NowIunderstandsowhatam Isupposed

todonow.

Nkosibuthe:Thegirlisalsohavingthesamedream

thatyouarehavingbuttohershehastosaveyou

anduntilyoutwomeetyouwillknownosleep.



Bukhosi:ThenIguesswearegoingtoMatatiele

togetherthenbecauseaweekofnosleepismore

thanenough.

Nkosibuthe:IwasdreadinggoingtherebutIguessif

webothhavebusinesstherewemightaswellgo.

Bukhosi:HowAboutwedrivedowntherethis

evening,it’sFridayanyway.

Nkosibuthe:YeswecanButIknowthisisalsoyour

wayofavoidingsleep.

Bukhosi:Youknowmetoowell.

Theycontinuedtalkingaboutthetripandwhatthey

thinkwillhappenwiththewomanandwhattheuncle

willsay.
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Insert50

Matatiele

IMINATHI (notedited)

Mother:KodwaIminathikozekubeniniungasilalisi

yhinimntanam sizomfumanaphilomntukuthwa

msindise?(butIminathihowlongwillitbemychild,

younotlettingussleep,wherearewegoingtofind

thepersonyoumustsave?)

Grandma:HayikalokuBulelwaezizintothina

singazibonaziyinkathazokantiabaphantsibazama

usixelelaintoevalulekileyosibethinasingahoyanga.

(NoBulelwawecanseethesethingsastroubling

onlytofindoutthattheancestorsaretryingtotell

ussomethingimportantwhilewenotpaying

attention.)

Mother:Idon’tknowanytraditionalhealertotake

thischildtomamabecauseIcan’ttakethisanymore,

Iminathidoesn’tsleepatnightandthuskeepingus



awakeaswell.

Grandma:Iknowsomeonewhoisnotfarfrom here

andifwewanttosleeptonightwebettergonow.

Mother:Letmegogetmypurse.

That’smymotherandgrandma,theylikedoingthis

allthetime,talkaboutmelikeam nothere,make

decisionsaboutandformelikeam still12,yetam a

24yearoldwomanagraduatelookingforajob.But

youknowhowthingsareinruralareas,when

somethingstrangehappensthenit’switchcraftand

youknowbetterthantoarguebecauseyouwillbe

remindedthatyougrewuphearandyouhaveseen

thingssodon’tthinkyouarebetterbecauseyou

havealittleeducation.MynameisIminathiMohole,

wellIknowyoumightbeaskingwhyIhaveaXhosa

namewhileam Sotho.Wellam anonlychildafterso

manyyearsoftryingmymotherandfatherwere

blessedwithmebutitwastoolatefortheirmarriage

becausemymotherhadendureenoughoverthe

yearsinthehandsofherinlawssotheyearthatshe



leftwastheyearthatshewaspregnantwithme

becausetwomonthsaftershecamebackhometo

livegrandmashefoundoutshewaspregnantso

whenshegavebirthshesaidtheonlynamethatwas

befittingwasIminath’inkosi.

Mother:HaiboIminathikuninindikukhwaza?(Haibo

IminathiIhavebeencallingyou)

Iminathi:SorryMotherIwasjustdistracted.

Mother:HowyoupassedinschoolIdon’tknow

becauseyougetdistractedveryeasy.

Iwonderwhatschoolanddistractionhavetodowith

mydistractionnowbutIwillnotsayanything

becausethiswomanstickbeatsItellyou.My

motherwillgiveyouamoerseclapthensay

‘ndikuxeleleubandizakubhabhisanempama,

awukhomdalaaphaendlini’ItoldyouIwillgiveyou

themotherofallclapsbecauseyouarenotanadult

inthishouse.

Mother:Heylet’sgo!Wheredidyougonow?



Iminathi:Am readymamalet’sgo.

Mother:Motherlet’sgotothisplacebecauseam

losingthischild.

Grandma:Uyathandaubaxakanenewena(youlike

exaggerating)

Weleftthehouseandwalkedadistanceonagravel

roadthatwillleaveyoufeetredbecausethesoil

hereisthatredonethatwhenyouwearsandalsyour

feetwillbefullofdust.Especiallywhenyouuse

Vaselinetolotionyourbody,Iswearthatthingwill

showyouflamesandyouwilllooklikeyoudidn’t

bathevenwhenyoudid.Theonlyevidencewillbeon

yourshinyfacethatyouatleastbathed.Wegotto

thestopandwaitedforthosebakieswithacanopy

becausethatiswhatweusetogototownand

aroundotherkingdomsbecausewedon’thavetaxis

andbuses.Wegottransportationandwewereoff

movingfrom onestoptothenextpickinguppeople

andnowwealreadylooklikesacksofpotatoesin

thiscarbutwhatchoicedowehave.Wefinallygot



toourstopandthewholebakiehadtogetout

becausewewerethefirstonesin.Wewalkedtothe

placewherethehealerwasstayingandtheplace

lookshorriblewellnothorriblebutscarywelltome

atleastbecauseIhaveneverbeentoatraditional

healerbefore.Alltheanimalskin,thestrangebottles

hangingaroundandastrongsmellonincensethat

filledthewholecompound.

Wewereinstructedtoleaveourshoesoutside,we

didastoldandgotin.Therewasagrassmatonlaid

onthefloorandwewereinstructedtositonitwith

outfeetfacingthethehealer.Hedidn’teventhrow

bonesoranythingallhedidwaslookatmeforthe

longesttimethatIstartedfeelingconsciousabout

myself,Ievensuspectedmyselfofsmellingbad

becauseofhowhewaslookingatme.

Healer:Nizorhiniapha?(whatareyoudoinghere?)

Grandma:Asilalitata...(hecuthershort)

Healer:Iknowthatsheisnotsleepingmyquestion

iswhatareyoudoinghere?



Grandma:Wehereseekinghelp.

Healer:ThereisnohelpIcanofferyou,thehelpyou

arelookingforyouwillgetattheRoyalpalaceof

Nkomanzinothere.

Grandma:Nkosiyam sonebaningokuebukhosini

(ohlordwhodidwewrongintheroyalhouse)

Healer:It’sfunnyhowyouseeablessingasdoing

somethingwrong.Pleaseleavenowthekingwillbe

theresoonandyouwillgetalltheanswersyouseek.

Mother:Thenwewillgotheretomorrowbecauseit

isalreadylate.

Healer:Suityourselfbutwhenyouwakeupwithyour

daughtergonepleasetobotherotherpeoplefor

somethingyoudidonpurpose.

Grandma:Yhoogetupandwegoassoonas

possible.

Mother:Igetthatmotherbutwherewillweget

transportationtogetthereisalreadylate?

Healer:Gonow!!(themanshoutedwithaserious

faceandwegotupfrom thereinahurrygettingout



goingtothestop)

Asithandile/Ximena:

It’sbeensixmonthsandImustsayam doingvery

wellatschool,am gettingthosestraightA’sandam

enjoyingtheseeingmyhardworkonpaperand

lecturersgivingmeencouragingwordsisjustso

magicalforme.Iwishmybrotherandgrandmawere

heretotellmehowproudtheyareofme.Imustsay

am gettingusedtothecrazymanIlivewith,hislike

aroommatewhocaresaboutmebutIalwaysmake

surethatam extranicewhenam withhim andthat

isonlyduringdinnerwhichhecooksbecausehe

sayshedoesn’twanttodisturbmystudies.Iburry

myselfinmyschoolworkjusttoavoidtalkingtohim

orbeinginthesameroom ashim.

AtschoolIwasoneofthestudentschosentogoto

aNationalEducationSeminarinFrancetorepresent

theColombianuniversity.SoIhopethislunatic



allowsmetogobecauseIneedthis,Ineedtomake

contactsandassociatemyselfwithpeoplewhocan

laterhelpmeescapethisprison.Iam enjoying

schooldon’tgetmewrongbutit’sliketherearenot

enoughhoursinadaybecauseam alwaysdreading

goingtoaplaceInowcallhome.Hestillchecksmy

phoneonadailybasisandgetthecallrecordsfrom

theproviderjusttomakesureIdon’tcontactanyone

from mypastlifeashecallsit.Healsostillpicksme

upafterschooleverydayandhisneverlatejustlike

now.

Rodrigo:Ximena

Ximena:Howareyou?

Rodrigo:Verywellthankyou,howwasyourday?

(thisisourroutineeveryday,hecallsmebymynew

nameandIaskhowheisandheaskshowmyday

wasandIdothesamethensilencefilesthecaruntil

wegethomeandthenanotherannoyingquestion

comes)

Ximena:Mydaywasfineandproductiveandyours?

Rodrigo:Icouldn’twaittoseeyou.



Ximena:That’sNice.Iwasnominatedtogoand

representtheschoolinFrancenextweekFridayand

Iwillbegoneforaweek.

Rodrigo:Okaythatmeansyoudoingverywellat

school.

Ximena:IbelieveIam.

Rodrigo:OkayIwillaskforleavesothatIcango

withyouandam sureIwillgetit.(therewegoagain,

it’sastudentseminarwhatishegoingtobedoing

there)

Ximena:Whatwillyoubedoingthewholeday

becauseIwillbebusyattheseminarthewholeday?

Rodrigo:Don’tworryaboutthatsweetheartIwillbe

fine.Am gladthatyoucare.(care?Really)

Ximena:Okaythen(wegothomeandwegotoutof

thecarandgotinthehouseandnowam waitingfor

thatannoyingmomentwhenhegetstothekitchen

asksthathisfavoritequestion.Therewego)

Rodrigo:Whatwouldyouliketoeattoday?(Itold

you,mylifeisaroutineandastruckoneatthat.It’s



likewearerobotsprogrammedtosaythesame

thingandgivethesameanswers)

Ximena:Spaghettibolognaise.

Rodrigo:Great!(Iwonderwhatexciteshim about

cooking)

HestartsonthepotswhileIgotoshowerandburry

myselfinmybooks.
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Matatiele

Thekingofthelandcouldn’twaitforNkosibutheto



arrivebecausethepainsweregettingworsebythe

minuteandhecouldn’ttakeitanymore.What

botheredhim themostwasthefactthatwherehe

laysheleavespiecesofhisfleshbehind,evenwhen

thenursebathshim sheusedadumpclothsoasto

notwashawaythefleshonhisbody.Thesecond

thingwasthesmellintheroom thatwasunbearable

buthehadnochoicebuttobareit.Hewasaman

fullofregretsaboutthewayhechosetolivehislife

andtheliveshetookincludinghisownfleshand

blood.Heevenwishedtoseehisbrotheronemore

timetoaskforforgivenessbutheknowsthatis

impossiblebuthehopestoseehim intheafterlife,

whichisalsoafarfetchedideabecausehewas

alreadytoldthathewillnotbelayingwithhis

ancestorsastheydon’trecognizehim astheirown.

NkosibutheandBukhosiarrivedatthepalacebut

thensomethinghappened,Powercameoutas

Bukhositurnedandstoodonhisfeetinthecar

damagingtheroofofthecarintheprocess.Hegot

stuckbuthecuttheroofofthecarwithhissharp



nailsandopeneditandgotout,heranoutofthe

palaceofNkomanziallthewaytotheroyalburial

groundswherehesatontopofthelateKong’sgrave.

Nkosibuthewasleftwonderingwhatitisthatmakes

him turnintoabeastthemomenthesetsfootinthe

palace.Theguardswerelonggonebythen,theyran

fortheirliveswhentheysawwhathappened.

Nkosibutheclosedthegatesthenwentinsidethe

palacewherehewasmetbyastenchthatwas

comingoutofthepalaceandheclosedhisnose.

Themaidenthathespoketothatdaycametohim

smiling.

Maiden:Ohmyprince,Ifeelsorryforyoubecause

youarenotusedtothesmellbutweevengotused

toitnow.YouknowIalwayswonderedHowthe

peoplewhoworkwithsewagesurvivebutnowI

understandthatyouendupgettingusedto

somethingyousmelleverydayanditdoesn’tbother

youanymore.

Nkosibuthe:Doyouevershutup?Ordoyouever



thinkbeforeyouspeak?

Maiden:Am sorrymyprinceIdidn’tmeanto.

Nkosibuthe:Sowheredoesthissmellcomefrom?

Oryoupeoplearekeepingadeadbodyhere.

Maiden:Permissiontospeakfreelymyprince.

Nkosibuthe:Yes

Maiden:Wellmyprincetosaythingsgotworse

afteryouleftwouldbeanunderstatementyhoo(she

saidclappingherhands)thekingissheddingskin

likeasnakeandthatisnoteventheworstpart,the

worstpartisthathedoesn’thealandsmellslikea

deadperson.

Nkosibuthe:Okaytakemetoseehim.

Maiden:Justmakesureyouopenwindowswhen

yougetinthere,youdon’twanttodieintherewith

him (Nkosibutheshookhisheadfollowingthe

maidentotheKing’sroom)

Hegotinsideandthekingsawhim andmanagedto

givehim aweaksmile.Hewasreallyhappytosee



him.

Zwelibalele:Thankyouforcoming

Nkosibuthe:Sayyourpeace.

Zwelibalele:Am sorrymyprinceforeverythingthatI

did,firstfortakingyourfatheraway...(hecuthim

short)

Nkosibuthe:Youdidn’ttakehim away,youkilledhim.

Zwelibalele:Yes,Ikilledhim andthatwaswrongof

me,am dyingnowandallIaskisforyoutoforgive

me.Ikilledmybrotheryesanditwasbecauseof

jealousyandgreed.Iwantedtobekingandhave

powerwhichIdideverythingtogetandeliminated

everythingandeveryonethatstoodinmyway

startingwithyouandyourwife,thenyourfather,this

kingdom wasneverminetobeginwithandnowyou

canhaveitback.It’syoursanditalwayswillbe.

Nkosibuthe:Thankyouforaskingforforgiveness

butthiswillnotchangeanythingbutIforgiveyou

nonetheless.Goandrestnowit’stime.

Bukhosi:Notyet(theybothturnedtolookatthe



doorandsawhim standingthereyetnooneheard

him comein)

Nkosibuthe:Iwon’taskhowyougotinorwhereyou

werebutIwillaskwhatyoumeanbythat?(Bukhosi

didn’tanswerbutastrongwindblewinsidethe

houseasheturnedintohisgrandfatherthelateking

Nkosivumile,hewaswearinghisroyalattirewithhis

royalscepterinhand)Nkosibuthealmostfelloffthe

chairhewassittingon.

Zwelibalele:Nkosivumilemybrother(hesmiled)my

wishescamethroughthankthegods.

Nkosivumile:Ididn’tcomehereforyoubutformy

sontheprinceofthiskingdom.Myprince,myonly

son,ohhowIhavewaitedforyoutocomehome.

Nkosibuthe:Iwasnolongerwelcomedinmyown

homefather.

Nkosivumile:Iknowthatsonbutrememberthis,no

onecanchaseyouawayfrom yourownhomeand

kingdom youweresupposedtobekingherebut

worrynotyoursonshalltakeoverfrom you.

Nkosibuthe:Butam notkingfather.



Nkosivumile:Iknowbutyoursonwillexplainitall.I

willtakemyleavenow.

Zwelibalele:Brotherpleaseforgivemeandletme

comerestwithmyancestors.

Nkosivumile:Ohyouwillrestwiththeancestors

Alrightbutnottheonesfrom.NkomanziButthe

onesyouchoseforyourself.(hesaidandthewind

blewagainandBukhositurnedback)

Nkosibuthe:Thankyouson.

Bukhosi:ForWhatFather?

Nkosibuthe:Thegiftthegodsgaveyoufortoday

becauseofyouIhaveclosure.

Bukhosi:Itiswellfatherandyouunclecannow

leaveIwouldsayrestifIdidn’tknowwhereyou

goingbutbecauseIdosoleavingismore

appropriate.

Zwelibalele:Itiswellmyking(hetookhislast

breathanddied.Whiletheywerestilllookingatthat

hehisfleshturnedtoashthatblewawaygoingout

thewindow)



NkosibutheandBukhosiwenttothediningroom

andtoldThemaidentocleanTheroom.

Queen:Mykingandprince,Iwouldliketogobackto

mymaternalhome,asthereisnothingkeepingme

hereanymore.

Nkosibuthe:YouMyleave.(whiletheywerestill

talkingaboutwhatjusthappenedaguardcamein)

Guard:Royalfamily

Nkosibuthe:Speak

Guard:Therearepeopleatthegatethatrequestto

comein.

Nkosibuthe:Whoarethey?

Bukhosi:Mywifeandherfamily(Nkosibuthelooked

athim thenbacktotheguard)

Nkosibuthe:Letthem in(theguardleftandafew

minuteslatercamebackwiththefamily)

IminathisawBukhosiandimmediatelywenttohis

sidetouchinghim checkinghim allover,hermother



pulledherbackbythearm.

Bulelwa:Am sorrymyprinceIdon’tknowwhatgot

overher.

Bukhosi:Itiswell,sheisjusthappytoseeher

husbandsafeandhealthy.

TheylookedateachotherandbackatBukhosithen

Nkosibuthewhojustlookedaway.
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Italy

XimenaPOV

Thisistheseconddayoftheseminarandam



enjoyingit,havingtoshareatablewithgreatminds

indifferentindustriesmakesmethinkthatI

underestimatedmyselfanddidacoursethatonly

limitedmyknowledgetosuchalittle.Beinghere

showedmethatthereismoretoeducationthanjust

booksandgettinggoodmarksbutit’sabout

innovationandcreativity.Changinglivesand

improvingthewayoflife,theworldischangingas

weknowitandam gladtobepartofthechange.

WhateverhappensinmylifebutafterthisIwilldoall

thatIcantomakeitinlife,tobethebestversionof

myself.TostandtallandsayImadeit.Butever

sinceIgothereIcan’tseem toshakethefeelingthat

am beingwatched,butwhocaresbecauseIalready

knowthatVusihaspeoplewatchingovermeeven

oncampus.IrememberthisonetimeMarisawas

showingmetranscriptsfrom herphoneandaguyI

alwaysthoughtwasalecturecameandtookthe

phonefrom meandgaveitbacktoMarisaandsaid

neverdothatagainoryouwillregretitandfrom that

dayforwardIstayedawayfrom peoplesphones

becauseIdon’twanttobeapunchingbagtosome

unstableguyinaforeignlandwithnowheretorun.



AnywayIhadnowheretorunevenwhenIwasback

homebeingbeatenbymyfather.

Iwonderwhathappenedtothedreamsbecause

theystoppedallontheirownbutwedidn’tdothe

ritualyet.Maybemyancestorsdidn’tfollowmeto

thislandanddecidedtoletmebe.Seewhenthe

deadturntheirbacksonyouthenyoushouldknow

thatyouaredoomedorcursedwhateveritisbutit

hassomethingtodowithbadluck.ButIdomissmy

peopleyhoo,Ialwaysheardpeoplesayingkuyadika

uthethaisilunguoko(speakingallthetimeistiring)

butIneverunderstoodwhybutnowIdo.EvenVusi

speaksEnglishallthetimelikesomeonewho

regretsbeingbornblackandXhosa.

Voice:Mylady(avoicesaidbringingmebackfrom

mytrailofthoughts)

Ximena:Goodday(Isadandsmiledathim)

Voice:Gooddaymylady,mayIjoinyouplease.

Ximena:Ofcourse.



Voice:OhIthankyoumylady,mynameisThomas

bythewayfrom England.

Ximena:Ximenafrom Colombia

Thomas:NicetomeetyouXimenafrom Colombia,

whatareyoudoingsofarfrom home?

Ximena:Am hererepresentingmyschoolinthe

seminarthatistakingplacehere.Whatareyou

doinghere?

Thomas:Ibroughtmynieceherewhoisalso

attendingthesameseminarchosenamongmany

studentsintheuniversityinLondonandnowshe’s

heredoingheruncleproud.

Ximena:IwishIcouldhearmybrothertalklikethat

aboutme,IwishheknewthatIwashere.

Thomas:Am sureyourbrotherisproudofyou

whereverheis.

Ximena:IhopesoandIhopehisOkay

Thomas:Younotfrom Colombiaareyou?

Ximena:I..



Voice:Thereyouare,Ihavebeenlookingalloverfor

you(OkayIdon’tknowwhothismanisandGod

helpmeIdon’twanttobekidnappedagainin

anothercountry)

Ximena:Whywereyoulookingforme?

Guy:Rodrigosaidtocomeandfindyoudear(what

didItellyouaboutthatlunaticwatchingoverme)

Ximena:Okaythenlet’sgo,itwasnicemeetingyou

Thomas.

Thomas:Likewisemylady.

Wewalkedawaywiththisguywhokeptlookingat

Thomasbehindus.Whenwegotintothehotelhe

stoppedme.

Guy:Lookifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyouthenyou

willstoptalkingtostrangersbecauseRodrigowill

killyouifhefoundoutnotwithhisbarehandsbuthe

willmakesomeonedoitandIdon’twanttobethat

someone.Theguyisdangerousandthesooneryou

acceptthatyouarehisthebetterforeveryone.



Ximena:Howdangerouscanoneguybe?

Guy:Yousaythatbecauseyoudon’tknowwhathis

intoandtheconnectionshehas.Theguyandhis

peoplecanmakeyoudisappearfrom thefaceofthe

earthandnoonewilleverfindyounotevenastrand

ofhaironyourhead.

Ximena:Thankyouforthewarningandfrom nowon

Iwillnotmakeyourjobdifficultforyou.

Guy:ThatIwouldappreciatebecausemyownfamily

isindangerhereandIwon’thesitatetokillforthem.

Ximena:Itwon’tcometothat.

Guy:itbetternot.

Iwentbacktotheseminarandtheguydisappeared

butIknowhisnotfarandIknowhiswatchingme

whereverheis.VusiwillonedaypayforthisIswear

onmymother’sgrave.

Matatiele:



Theguestwereinvitedtositandthemaidenbrought

them refreshmentsbecausetheyseem tiredand

hungry.Nkosibuthealsoaskedthecheftomake

them somethingtoeat.Bukhosiwassittingnextto

hisfatherinthecouchwhiletheirguestsweresitting

togetherbeforethem.

Nkosibuthe:YouarewelcomeinNkomanzipalace

andIyoudon’tmightwewouldliketoknowwhoyou

areandwhatbringsyouherethisday?

Bulelwa:Mydaughterhasn’tbeenfeelingwellthese

pastfewdays,shehasbeendreamingofamanshe

hastosave.

Nkosibuthe:Ihearyoubutwhatleadyouhere?

Bulelwa:Wellwhentheproblem persistedwewent

toseeahealerinanothervillagenottoofarfrom

hereandweweretoldtocomehere.

Nkosibuthe:Maidendoyouseethemanyouare

supposedtosavehere?

Iminathi:Yesyourmajesty



Nkosibuthe:Canyoupointhim out?

IminathipointedatBukhosiandhesmiledather.

Nkosibuthe:ThatWhichyoujustpointedoutisthe

princeofthiskingdom andasyouheardhim before

youarehischosenone.

Bulelwa:Yayingekeukhethiweukhethelwentoni?

(nonever!Sheischosenbutchosenforwhat?)

Nkosibuthe:Tobetheprincessofthiskingdom and

wifetotheprince.

Grandma:Idon’tquiteunderstandmyking.

Nkosibuthe:Inthiskingdom thegodschooseawife

fortheprincesandhusbandsfortheprincessofthis

kingdom whetherroyaltyornotbutifonefindsfavor

intheeyesofthegodsthatpersonischosen.What

am sayingisthatyourdaughterhasfoundfavorin

theeyesofthegodsofNkomanziandtheychose

hertobethewifetoourprincehere.

Grandma:Andthedreams?

Nkosibuthe:Theprincehadthesamedream butin

hishewassupposedtosaveyourdaughterasyour



daughterhadtosavehim inherdream.

Bulelwa:Asozeyenzekelontoshamenot

ngomntanam soze(neverthatwillnothappen

shamenotwithmydaughternever!)

Bukhosi:Iunderstandyourfrustrationmam Idoand

Iwouldfeelthesamewayhadthisbeenmychild.In

thisfamilywedon’tdothingsbyforceandevenif

wewantedtothegodswouldn’tallowusto

disrespectthem likethat.Theyaretheoneswho

choseyourdaughterandtheywillbetheonesto

decide.

Nkosibuthe:Fornowletgohavesomethingtoeat

andthemaidenwillshowyouwheretosleepand

youcanleaveinthemorningsinceit’salreadytoo

latenow.

Grandma:Thankyoumyking.

Theyallmovedtothediningareaandsatdownfor

theirmeal.ButBukhosikeptonhearingItaly,atfirst

heignoreditbutitpersisted,avoiceinhisheadkept

tellinghim aboutItaly.



Bukhosi:FathercanIbeaexcusedforawhile?

Nkosibuthe:Goaheadmyprince.

Hestoodupandwentoutside.Hetookouthis

phoneandcalledStickswhopickeduponthe

secondring.

Convo:

Sticks:Sure

Bukhosi:Yeah,Ineedyoutodosomethingforme.

Sticks:Anything

Bukhosi:IneedyoutoasktheguysinItalytobeon

thelookoutforanything.

Sticks:Idon’tunderstandwhatishappening?

Bukhosi:Idon’tknowbutIkeepgettingItaly,itcould

bewheremysisterisorthatourpeoplearein

danger.

Sticks:Letmegetonwith.

Bukhosi:Sureletmeknowofanything.



Sticks:Gotit.

Bukhosiwentbacktothehouseandfinishedhis

mealthenwenttoretireI.Hischamberandthe

guestsaswell.StickscalledMiguelinItalyandhe

pickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Miguel:Sure

Sticks:Ijustsentamassmessagetoallofourguys

alloverpleasebeonthelookoutforeitheroneof

thethingsmentionedinthemessage.

Miguel:Gotit,butIfeellikewearelettingpower

downbynotfindinghissister.

Sticks:Tellmeaboutit,theguyhasneverletanyof

usdownnotevenonceandhereweareonthefirst

timeheasksusforsomethingwearefailinghim.

Miguel:Yeahthat’sexactlyhowIfeel.Letmegeton

withitthen.

Sticks:Pleasereportbackifanything.



Miguel:Willdo.

Stickswentandsatonhisbedthinkingaboutwhere

Asithandileisandithasbeenwaytoolongsinceshe

disappearedandtherehavebeennoleads.Whilehe

wasthinkingacallcamethroughanditwasThomas.

Sticks:Thomas

Thomas:Ijustgotthemessage

Sticks:Yeahmandoyouhavesomethingforme?

Thomas:Lookam notsurebutIthinkIsawthisgirl

herebuthernamewasXimena.

Sticks:InLondon?

Thomas:NoinItalyrememberItoldyouthatIwillbe

bringingmyniecehereforherschoolthing?

Sticks:Yes,nowtellmeyouhaveapictureofherat

least

Thomas:Ido,Itookoneaftersomeshadyguycame

andgothereatthetableweweresharing.

Sticks:Sendittomeandtoletheroutofyoursight.



Thomas:WellThatwasawhileagosoIalreadylost

herbutIwilllooktoseeifIcan’tfindher.

Sticks:GoodIwilllettheotherguysknowsothat

theycanhelpyou.Sendthepicture.

Thomas:Alright.

Thomasdroppedthecallandsentthepictureto

StickshelookedatthepictureButItshowedonly

hersideandthemanshewaswithmore.He

forwardedittoBukhosiwithamessage‘isither?’

Bukhosiheardhisphonevibratingonthebedside

tableandtookit.Ithasamessagefrom Sticksand

heopenedit.

Bukhosi:Asithandile!!(hesaid)

Staytuned...
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Matatiele

Nkomanzikingdom (notedited)

Iminathi’sgrandmothercouldn’tsleepthinking

aboutwhatthekingsaid,shewonderedwhatwill

happeniftheydon’tallowIminathitomarrythe

prince.Sheisoldandhergreyhairwentnotonly

from agingbutfrom theexperiencesthatcomewith

agingandfrom whatsheknowsbadthingswill

happentotheirfamilyiftheyrefusetodothisand

shedidn’twantanythinghappeningtoherdaughter

andgranddaughter.Herdaughterhasbeenthrough

enoughfrom herpreviousmarriageandshedidn’t

wanthergoingthroughmorebutthistimenotwith

thepeoplebutwiththegods.Notjustanygodsbut

powerfulonesfrom aroyalfamily.Hergrand



daughterfoundfavorintheeyesoftheroyalgods

withoutevenseekingit,sowhoaretheytosaynoto

that?Shestoodupandwenttoherdaughtersroom

whichwasjustnextdoortohersandknocked.

Bulelwaaskedhertocomeinandsheopenedthe

doorandwalkedin.

Bulelwawassittingonthebedaswellanditwas

clearthatshetoocouldn’tsleep.Shesatnexttoher

andtookherhandinhers.

Grandma:Youalsocouldn’tsleep?

Bulelwa:NomotherIcouldn’tam worried.

Grandma:Tellmewhatworriesyoumychild?

Bulelwa:Thiswholethingmademethinkaboutmy

ownmarriage,howitwasbeautifulatthebeginning

butturnedsourinthemiddleallthewaytotheend.I

don’twantthatforIminathimama,peoplechange

andnotforthegoodandIdon’twanthertogo

throughthesamethingIdid.

Grandma:Iunderstandhowyoufeelmydearbelieve



meIdo,butdidyoustopandthinkaboutwhythe

godsofNkomanzithebiggestkingdom around

choseyourdaughtertobetheirprincess?

Bulelwa:Nomother.

Grandma:DidyouevenaskIminathiwhatshewants?

Bulelwa:NomotherIminathiisjustachild.

Grandma:That’swhereyouwrongmydear,Iminathi

isawoman,a24yearoldwomanwhoweboth

raisedwell.Onethatcanthinkforherselfandmake

herowndecisions,whymustwemakethisdecision

forherwithoutaskingherwhatshewantsbecause

youknowverywellthatIminathiwillneverargue

withusnomatterwhatwesayoraskofher.

Bulelwa:Iunderstandmotherbutsheismyonly

childandIcan’tloseher.

Grandma:Iminathiwillalwaysbeyourchildandyou

willneverloseher.

Bulelwa:Whatifshechoosestostayherewhenwe

askherwhatshewantsWhatthen?



Grandma:Wewillsupportherandbehappyforher

andwithherfortheblessing.

Bulelwa:Whydidshehavetofindahusbandlikethis?

Grandma:Becausethegodsofthislandsawyour

painandtearsandnowtheywanttowipethem

awaythroughher.Theywanttobringbackasmileto

yourfacethroughyouronlychild.

Bulelwa:ThisiswhyIloveyou,youtalksomesense

intomeallthetime.

Grandma:That’sbecauseam yourmother.

Bulelwa:Thatyouare,youknowwhatIlikedabout

thisfamily?

Grandma:What?

Bulelwa:Theydidn’tthrowtheirstatusandpoweron

us.Theyspoketouslikeequalsandarewithuson

thesametableeatingthesamefood.Ihavenever

heardofsuchinaroyalpalaceandforthem notto

forceusintothissaysalotaboutthem.

Grandma:Indeed.



Bukhosiwasinhisroom lookingatthepictureofhis

sister,hewashappythatsheseemsalrightbuthe

wonderedifshewasonItalyallthiswhileandthat

gothim thinkingandhedecidedtocallSticksagain.

Convo:

Sticks:Isither?

Bukhosi:Definitely

Sticks:GoodIwillinform theguys.

Bukhosi:Whofoundher?

Sticks:Thomasistheonewhosentmethatpicture.

Bukhosi:Letmecallhim,Ineedtoheareverything

thatheknows.

Sticks:DothatwhileIgettheguystowork.

Bukhosi:Sure.

HedroppedthecallwithSticksanddialedThomas

andhepickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Thomas:Boss



Bukhosi:Tellmeeverythingaboutthegirl.

Thomas:WellIsawherhavinglunchonherownand

Iwentandjoinedherandsheintroduceherselfas

Ximena.

Bukhosi:WereyoumakingamoveonherThomas?

Thomas:Definitelynotboss.

Bukhosi:Okayand?

Thomas:Shesaidshewasfrom Colombia

Bukhosi:AndWhatwasshedoinginItaly.?

Thomas:Shesaidsheishereforsomestudent

seminarrepresentingherschool.

Bukhosi:Atleastthatbastedletherstudy.

Thomas:Itseemsso.SoItoldherthatam herewith

mynieceandthatsheisalwaysnominatedto

representherschoolandmakingmeproud.Shesaid

shewishesherbrotherwasasproudofherasIam

ofmyniece,shealsosaidshewishedheknew

whereshewasandIaskedherthatifshe’sreally

from ColombiabutbeforesheansweredanHispanic

guycameandinterruptedusandtookheraway.



Bukhosi:Whydidyoutakethepicture?

Thomas:Becausesheseemedlikeanicegirlboss

andlikeshedidn’tknowthatguyuntilhementioned

someRodrigo.

Bukhosi:Ineedyoutofindanythingyoucanabouta

Rodrigofrom Colombiaandfindmysister.Iwillbe

theretomorrow.

Thomas:Yessir.

Bukhosi:Good.

Hedroppedthecallandlookedatthepictureagain

andsmiled.

Bukhosi:Am gladthatyouarewellandam gladthat

youarekeepingyourselfsafeinwhateversituation

youarein.Am proudofyouforcontinuingwithyour

studiesregardlessofthesituationyouarein.For

youtobechosentorepresentyourschoolmeans

youaredoingreallywellandam veryproudofyou.

Grandmotherwillbeproudofyoutoo,hanginthere

littlesisIwillfindyou.



BackinItalytheguyswereallovertheplacelooking

forXimena,especiallyafterThomastoldthem that

thebossPoweriscoming.TheguyssawThomas

lookingaroundandhewenttowhereXimenawas

sittingandpulledherasideandshedidn’tresist.

Guy:Wehavetogonow!

Ximena:Buttheseminarisnotoveryet,thereisjust

onemorespeakerthenwedone.

Guy:Idon’tcarewehavetogo.

Ximena:Okay

Theguytookherupstairsintotheroom sheshared

withVusiandknocked.Vusiopenedthedoorand

wasabitshockedtoseehertherebecause

accordingtothescheduleshestillhadmore

speakerstolistento.

Vusi:What’swrong?

Guy:Letherinsowecantalk(Vusimovedaside

andAsithandilewentinandtookoffherclothes

goingtotheshower)



Vusi:Toldtome.

Guy:Isawsomeguysdownstarslookingforher.

Vusi:HowDoyouknowtheywerelookingforher?

Guy:Becauseoneoftheguysistheoneshewas

talkingtoatlunchandbythelooksofthingshisnot

alone.

Vusi:Howmany?

Guy:Alotofcompanyandwecan’thandlethehit

withjustthe4ofus.

Vusi:Gettheministeronthephoneweareleaving

tonight.Tellhim Ineedhisjetassoonaspossible.

Guy:Okay

Vusi:AskSergiotoopenthedoorinthekitchenwe

willtaketheservicelift.

Guy:Iwillstayhereandbeonthelookoutthen

followyoulater.

Vusi:Goodidea.



Bukhosicouldn’tsleep,hewokeupandcalledSticks.

Convo:

Sticks:Nomanyouneedawoman!Youcan’tbe

callingmeatnightlikeam yourgirlfriend.

Bukhosi:LasttimeIcheckedyoudidn’thaveone

yourself.

Sticks:Am workingonit.

Bukhosi:Soam I

Sticks:Touché

Bukhosi:IstheJetinthecountry?

Sticks:Itwillbeinhereinanhour,why?

Bukhosi:IneedtobeinItalyasintonight.

Sticks:Nowondertheguyscalledsayingyou

comingandtheywerescaredbutenoughaboutthat.

GototheairfieldinMatatieleandthereisasmall

plainthereitwillgetyoutojoburgfasterthanacar

thengetthejethere.

Bukhosi:Seeyouaround2Am



Sticks:Wasewathethangathindiyataka(talklike

am sleepingout)

Bukhosi:Ohbutyouare

Sticks:Getawoman!Sies

Bukhosi:hahah

Hedroppedthecallandtookhisbelongingsandleft

anotforhisfatherthenwenttothecaranddrove

off.

Bukhosi:Hangintherelittlesisbigbrotheriscoming

foryou(hesaidandpressedhardontheaccelerator)
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BukhosiPoV



BukhosidrovetoMatatieleairfieldinhighspeed

tryingtogettohissisterontime.Hegottothe

airfieldandthepilotwasalreadywaitingforhim with

theenginerunning.Hegotinandthepilotgotthe

birdintheairrushingtojoburg.Hefeltlikepushing

theplanehimselftogetthereintime,but

unfortunatelyhecouldn’tdothat.Afteranhourhe

wasInjoburgandStickswasalreadywaitingforhim.

HegotoutandwentintothecarwithSticksand

Jacobanddroveoff.

Bukhosi:ThanksmanIwillkeepyouupdatedonthe

progresswhenIgetthere.

Sticks:Noneedam goingwithyou.

Bukhosi:Areyousure?

Sticks:Ofcoursemanyouaremybrotherandthat

outthereisoursistersoIwon’tletherdown

anymore.

Bukhosi:Thanksman.

Theygottotheairportandthejetwasreadyand



waitingforthem,theygotinandgaveJacobsome

instructionsonwhatneedstobedoneIntheir

absencethentheywentintothejetandgotreadyfor

takeoff.Innotimethepilotgotthebirdintheair.

Italy :

Vusitookwhateverhecouldfindofhisand

Asithandileandwaitedforhertocomeoutofthe

showerwhichhewasrushingherto.Shecameout

oftheshowerandVusitoldhertogetdressed

quicklytheyhavetogobecausetheywereindanger.

WithoutwaistinganytimeAsithandilegotdressed,

whileshewasdressinguptherewasaknockonthe

doorandVusiwenttoopen.

Guy:Hurryupandleavenowtheyareatreception.

Rodrigo:Ximenagetoutnow!(heshoutedand

Asithandilegotoutwithonlyherpursebecause

therewasnotimetotakeherbags)Rodrigotookher

handandranouttotheserviceliftandwentdownto

thekitchenwherethechefopenedthedoorgoing



outsidethealleytothebackemployeeparking.They

gotthereandthecarwasalreadywaitingwiththe

drivertheygotinanddroveofftotheairport.

Thomasandhisguysbumpedintotheguythattook

Ximenaearlieronandstoopedhim.

Thomas:Whereisshe?

Guy:Who?

Thomas:Youknowexactlywhowearetalkingabout

whereisshe?

Guy:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Thomas:Checktheroom (hesaidtotheguyshe

waswithandtheywent)NowLookhereweownthis

hotelandeveryonethatworksahereisonour

payrollsoitwillbestifyoutellmewhatIwantto

hear.

Guy:Areyousureaboutthat?Imeaniftheywereall

inyourpayrollthenwhydon’tyouaskthem and

leavemealone.

Thomas:Youhaveasmartmouthbutwaitafew



hoursandwewillseehowsmartthatmouthof

yoursreallyis.

Guy:ifIwereyouIwouldn’tevenbotherlookingfor

whoeveryoulookingforbecauseyouwon’tfindher.

(theguyscameback)

Guy:She’snotthere,theyaregoneanditseemslike

theyjustleftbecausetheshowerisstillwentand

theclothesarestillintheroom.

Thomas:Theycan’tbefarfindthem beforeBloody

Powergetshere!(theguysdidn’twaitformoreas

theyscatteredaroundlooking)

Thomas:Youarecomingwithme

Guy:Withpleasure

Thomas:Iwonderifyouwillhavethesamepleasure

whenyoumeetPower.

Guy:JustwhoisthisPowerthatyouguyscower

whenhismentioned?

Thomas:TheGuyyoudon’twanttomeetnotevenin

yourdreams.



Guy:WellIalreadyhavethatguysoyourswon’tbe

anydifferent.

Thomas:Wewillseeaboutthatnowwon’twe.

Hetookhim andleftthehotelgoingtotheirhomeas

theycalltheirmeetingspot.

AsithandileandVusigottotheairportandboarded

thejetthesametimeBukhosiandStickslandedand

theyhadtowaitfortheirjettomovefrom the

runwaybeforetheycouldtakeoff.Bukhosiand

Sticksgotoutofthewholetheotheronewas

leavingtherunwaytakingoff.Bukhosiraninsidethe

officetoaskwherethejetwasgoingtoandhewas

toldthatit’sonroutetoColombiaandhisworld

camescramblingdownasherealizedthathissister

mightbeonthatjet.Powerwasnotfarfrom

surfacing.

Sticks:Heymandon’tlethim comenowletusgoto

theguysmaybetheyhaveasolidleadorelseweare

goingtoColombia.

Bukhosi:Letsgothen.



Theygottoacarthatwasalreadywaitingforthem

attheairport,itwasnowintheearlyhoursofthe

morning.Thedriverwasnotdrivingatthespeed

BukhosiwantedasheroaredsoloudthatSticks

closedhisearsandthedriversloweddownthecar.

Sticks:Whatthefuckareyouslowingdownfor?!!

(heshoutedashealsodidn’twanttobeinthesame

carasPowerbecausethereisnotguaranteethathe

won’tkillhim.Thedriverdrovelikeamaniactothe

hotelbecausethatiswherehewantedtostart.)

Theygottothehotelandwentstraighttothe

receptionandaskTalitathereceptionistwhoisalso

oneoftheirpeoplewheretheroom Asithandilewas

inandshegavethem thekeyandtheywentup.

Bukhosi:Geteveryoneweworkwithhereinthe

lobbynow.

Sticks:Sure(heturnedbackandleft)

Bukhosiwenttotheroom andopeneditandhe

couldsmellAsithandile’sbodywashasheentered

andheknewshewasthere.Helookedaroundand



sawthebagsandopenedthefirstoneandrealized

thatitwasamansbag,hethenwenttotheother

andopeneditandawoman’swereinit.Hetook

them outsearchingthebagforanythingthatwill

givehim aclue.HefoundapamphletofColombia

universityandhenewthatwaswherehersisterwas.

Hesearchedandagainandfoundapictureofthe

twoofthem,theonesheusedtocarryeverywhere

shegoesandhetookitandwentoutgoingtothe

hotellobby.

Whenhegotthereeveryonewasalreadygathered

thereandwaitingforhim.

Bukhosi:Thisisallofthem right.

Sticks:Right!

Bukhosi:Wherethehellwhereyouwhenmysister

washerethiswholetime?(theywerequietwhich

gothim angry)Iaskedwherethethefuckwhereyou

whenmysisterwashere!!!

Talita:Wewereherebutwedidn’tknowitwasher

andshedidn’tlookkidnappedasshewasmoving



aroundherefreely.

Bukhosi:Movingfreely!Movingfreely?Youmeanall

ofyoubigheadsdidn’tnoticethatshewasbeing

taled?

Talita:Noboss.

Bukhosi:Whonewhere?

Talita:Onlytheassistantchef

Bukhosi:Youfoolsevenletawomanspeakforyou

Talitahasmoreballsthananyofyoucombined.

Didn’tyouthinkthatthisnewassistantistheone

whohelpedthem escape?Whereishe?

Talita:Inthekitchen.

Bukhosibangedthewallleavingitcracked.

Bukhosi:Youbloodyfools,hisgone!Gochecknow

andIbedyouhisgone!

Sticks:Whenwasthisguyhiredandwhereisourguy?

Talita:Heaskedforleavefortwoweeksandsent

thatguytoreplacehim andhisbeenherefortwo

weeksnow.



Sticks:Didhecomeinandaskforleave?

Talita:Nohesentanemail.

Bukhosi:Ohmylordwehiredfools,hisdead

dummieshisrottingawaysomewhereaswespeak.

Bloodybrainlessfools!(StickscouldseethatPower

wasonthewayandhedidn’twanttoriskit)

Sticks:Ijustgotwordfrom Thomasthatthetheygot

theguyshewaswith.

Bukhosi:Wherearethey?

Sticks:Home

Bukhosi:Letsgo!Andyoufoolsbettermakesure

youbringmethefootageofthesefoolsincluding

thatsocalledassistantchefofyoursunderstood?

Them:Yesboss

BukhosiandSticksdrovetothehousewhichwas

notreallyfarbutitwasisolated.Theygotthere

parkedthenwentintothehouseandtheguywas

bleedingwithaswollenface.Assoonastheguys

sawhim theymovedawaycreatingdistance



betweenthem.

Bukhosi:Whereismysister?

Guy:MynameisPedroam 34yearsoldIhaveawife

anddaughter.

Bukhosi:Whothehellaskedforyourlifestoryhuh?

Pedro:Noone

Bukhosi:Whereismysister?

Pedro:Am sorrybutIcan’ttellyouthat.(whenhe

saidthathereleasedPowerfullforceashe

transferredrightbeforetheirveryeyes.Mindyounot

evenhisguyseversawPowerlikethisbecause

beforenothishandswouldchangeandhiseyesbut

todaytheysawthebeastitselfrightbeforetheir

eyes)Stickswasamongthosewhodidn’tknow

Powerwasthisthinginfrontofhim andhetoowas

scared.AlotoftheguysfainteduponseeingPower

andsomepeedtheirpantsincludingtheguytiedto

achair.

Staytuned...
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Italy

Theguyswhofaintedremainedonthegroundand

Stickswasclosetothedoorjustforsafetysakeand

Pedrowasshiveringonthatchairhesaton.Hewas

silentlyprayingthathedoesn’tdiehereastherewill

benoonetorescuehisfamilyfrom themadguy

Rodrigo.Powerturnedaroundandwalkedslowlyto

him.Hegotinfrontofhim andlookedathim deadin

theeyesandhecouldsmellhisfear.

Power:Iwillaskyouonemoretime,whereismy

sister?

Pedro:Listenmanrightnowam shitscaredandas



youcanseeIevenpeedmypants.That’show

scaredIam ofyoubutyouaremissingthepoint

here.

Power:Thenhelpmefindit.

Pedro:Lookthatguyisprotectedandsafein

Colombianow,thatgirlyoursisterisnoteven

allowedtohavefriendssoyouwon’tfindherwithout

mesoIaskthatyoulistentoreasonbecauselike

thisyouwillneverfindher.(Powerwascalming

downalittle)

Power:WhydoyouthinkIneedyou?

Pedro:Becausehetrustsme,wellnottrustbut

becausehehasmyfamilyhehasaholdonmeand

knowsIwon’tbetrayhim sothattheystaysafe.

Power:YoustillnotgivingmeanythingbecauseI

haveasistertoprotect.

Pedro:AndIalsohaveafamilytoprotect.

Power:Iwillprotectyouandyourfamily.

Pedro:Nooffensemanbutwhatmakesyouthink

youcanprotectmyfamilywhenyoucouldn’tprotect



yourownsister?Lookit’snotlikeIdon’twanttohelp

Idobutwhenyouletyourguarddownknowinga

crazyguylikeRodrigowasafterheryoudroppedthe

balljustlikeIdid.(Bukhosiwasnowchangingback

uponhearingabouthim drippingtheball,heknew

thatPedrowastellingthetruthandifhewantedhis

sisterbackhehadtoworkwithhim)

Power:Howdidyouendupworkingforthisguy

anyway?

Pedro:LookmanIwouldreallyappreciateitifyou

changedbackbecauseyoureallyscaringme.I

mighthavebeeninmilitaryandseenalotofthings

butIhaveneverseenyourkindbeforesoplease.

(Bukhosichangedbackbecauseheneededallthe

helphecanget)

Bukhosi:NowTellme.

Pedro:WellwhenIwasdischargedfrom militaryand

camebackhomeIstruggledtofindwork.Rodrigo

keptaskingmetoworkforhim butknowingwhathe

wasintomademerefusewellthatwasuntilhetook



myfamilylastyearandIknewIhadnootherchoice

buttoworkforhim.

Bukhosi:HowDoyouevenknowyourfamilyisstill

alive?

Pedro:Heletsmevisitthem everyWednesdaybut

it’salwaysundersupervision.

Bukhosi:AndMysister?

Pedro:Hetreatsherlikeaqueen,aheavilyguarded

queenatthat.Hehaspeopleineverycorner

watchingher,evenhercellphoneismonitoredand

thesitesshegoestoontheinternetaremonitored.

Bukhosi:Thenhelpmegetherfrom Colombiathejet

isready.

Pedro:Youdon’tunderstand,theguyowns

ColombiaandMexicothosearehisterritory.Even

thegovernmentofficialsareinhispayroll,no

offensebutyoucan’tjustgointoColombiaand

comebackalive,whichiswhereIcomein.

Bukhosi:Talktome.

Pedro:Heexpectsmetofollowhim backtodayand



thatImustdosothathedoesn’tsuspectanything.I

willgetyouthelocationofmyfamilyandtheroutine

oftheguardsthere.Iwillalsomonitorclosedthe

changeintheguardsthatfollowyoursisteraround

becausenooneknowswhotheywillbeworkingwith

thefollowingdayandwedon’tevenseeeachother

onlywhenthereisaproblem.

Bukhosi:SoHowDoyouplanongettingallthisif

youareallcloselymonitored?

Pedro:WiththehelpofyoursisterXimena

Bukhosi:MysisterisnotXimena

Pedro:Ifyoursisterislightskinnedyoungwoman

about22withcurlyblackhairandblackeyesthen

that’sXimena.

Bukhosi:Sothefoolchangedhername.

Pedro:Hedidmorethanthat,butsheissmart

becausehehasn’tdoneanythingtoher.

Bukhosi:Whatdoyoumeanmorethanthat?

Pedro:Yoursisterislikehisweakness,hegoes



crazywhenhedoesn’tseeherforanhourthathe

wouldaskmetovideocallhim andshowhim your

sister.Shedoesn’tknowofthisbecauseitisalways

donediscretelybuttheonlythingIlikeaboutheris

thatshehasafightingspirit.Shedoeswellatschool

andsmilesateveryonelikeherlifeisperfectbut

onlytothosewhodon’tknowpainwhentheyseeit.

Bukhosi:Whatdoyoumean?

Pedro:Yoursistersdriveisthatofsomeonewhohas

beenthroughalot,someonewhohassomethingto

provetoherselfandtheworld.

Bukhosi:SoHowcanItrustyoutopullthisoff?

Pedro:Youmightjustbemyfamily’sonlyhopeat

freedom.LookwhatIwilldoisIwillgetaphonethat

Icancallyouonandupdateyouontheplan.

Sticks:Thatisrisky,wewillgiveyouadevicethatwe

canmonitorbutwewillgiveyouoneforXimenaas

wellandmoreforyourfamilythenwecanmonitor

everythingourselvesthenstrikewhenthetimeis

right.

Pedro:HowwillIgiveittothem?



Sticks:Iwilltellyouallyouneedtoknowbutyounot

goingaloneoneofourguysisgoingwithyou.

Pedro:Howwillhefitinbecauseyourguysaremore

Italianandwhiteandblackandtheiraccentsgives

them away.

Sticks:Ohwehavesomeonealrightbutyoudon’t

havetoknowhim.

Pedro:IguessIhavetoprovemyself.

Colombia

IhavenoideawhathappenedbackinItalybut

whateveritisscaredVusilikehell.Thepoorguyhas

beenshakinglikealeafeversincewegothereand

am notgoinganywherenearhim rightnow.PityI

didn’tgettofinishtheseminaroreventakemybags

whenweleft,nowIhavelosttheonlythingIhaveof

mybrother.Sigh!ButitwillbeokayIcanfeelitbutI

sweartoGodthatIwanttobetheonetokillVusi

whenthetimecomes.Iwanttobetheoneto



actuallykillsomeoneandnotjustbeaccusedof

doingitwhenIdidn’t.Iwanthim topayfor

separatingmefrom myfirstlove,from mygrandma

andbrother.From mynewlyfoundsistersNcebakazi

andZodwa.

Butit’swilljustamatteroftimebeforeIgetwhatI

wantandIwilltakeVusidownwithme.AllIhaveto

donowistobestrongandaskhim tosignmeupfor

fightingclassesandam goingtosayittoprotect

myself,letmegonowwhilehisstilllikethis.

Ximena:Rodrigo(hegotupsofastlikeIsaid

something)

Rodrigo:Yesbabyareyoualright.

Ximena:Noam not.

Rodrigo:Talktomebabyyouknowyoucantellme

anythingoraskanythingyouwant.

Ximena:Listenam tiredofthis,Ineedtobeableto

protectmyselfwhileam here,youareapowerful

manIseeandyouhaveenemiesaswell.Your



enemieswillwanttogettoyouthroughme.

Rodrigo:IwillneverletthathappenIpromiseyou.

Ximena:Iknowyouwon’tbutIalsowanttobe

trained,Iwanttobepreparedfortheunknown.I

don’twanttobeyourshadowbutyourpartnerand

it’stime.

Rodrigo:Yourightit’stime,Iwillorganizetrainingfor

youandyouwilltraineverydayafterschoolbuton

onecondition.

Ximena:Anything

Rodrigo:Yourschoolworkshouldn’tsufferbecause

themomentitdoesancuttingoffyourtraining.

Ximena:Thatwon’tbenecessaryIcandobothand

whenam welltrainedIneedtoknowwhoweareup

against.Weareinaforeignlandandifwedon’tstick

togetherwewilllose.

Rodrigo:Nowthisisoneofthethingsthatmademe

fallmoreinlovewithyou.Wewillbethepower

coupleinallorColombia.Dowellonyourtraining

andbusinessfollows.



Ximena:Deal.

Rodrigo:Am sorryhappyrightnow,gostudywhileI

organizetrainingforyoustartingtomorrow.

Ximena:Great!Iwon’tletyoudown.

Rodrigo:Iknowyouwon’t.

Ximena:OhyouhavenoideawhatIhaveinstorefor

you,am tiredofbeingavictim andam tiredofbeing

pushedaround.Nowit’stimetofightback.
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WellmylifeischangingandIdon’tifit’sforthe

betterorworsebutastimegoesIseeanewversion

ofmyself,aversionIneverknewIhad.WhenIfirst

arrivedhereallIcouldthinkaboutwasBukhosiand

howworriedhemusthavebeenaboutmy

disappearancebutnowIlaughatthethought.I

reallydon’tknowwhatgottome,Ilostafriendanda

lostalover.Ibelieveitwasnevermeanttobecause

ifitwaswewouldbetogethernow.Am doingwellin

schoolnotstraightA’sbutgood,Istillhavepeople

watchingmeeventhoughnowIdrivemyself.Jacob

isstillmytrainerandmentorbutnowhismoreofa

pertnerincrimethananythingelse.Wehavegotten

closeasfriendsbutmanifyoudon’tknowhim you

wouldbeoffendedbysomeofthethingshesays,

butam usedtothewayheisnowandwegetalong

justfine.HemakessurethatIhavepackedmygear

everydaywhenIgotoschoolandhealwayssays

‘youwillneverknowwhenanenemywillstrike,

alwaysbepreparedLiss’wellhecallsmethat,much

toSticksdisapproval.TalkingaboutSticks,hehas



beeninandoutthecountryonbusinesshesaysand

hisalwaystalkingtoapersonhecallsPowerover

thephone,mustbehisboss.Wellhegaveme

permissiontocallmyparentatleast3timesaweek

butoncertaindayslikeMonday,Thursdayand

Sunday.ButIhaven’tusedthisprivilegeyetasam

stillafraidofhowtheywillreacttomycallafterso

long.Imissthem thoughandIhopetheyareokay.

It’safterclassandam walkingtotheparkinglotto

drivehome.Igottomycaropenedandhoppedin

anddroveoutofcampus,butthereisacartailing

mewhichIknowisoneofStickspeople.Jacob

taughtmetobevigilantandtakeinmysurroundings

andam doingjustthat.IdrovetoMcDonaldtoget

somelatelunch,Igotothedrivethroughandplace

myorder,paidanddriveout.ButInoticedthatcar

notfarbehindminebutam notworried,Icontinue

drivingandeatingmychipsatthesametime

becauseam reallyhungry.Suddenlythecarinfront

ofmebreakswithoutwarningandIhititsbumper

andtheownercameoutfuminglikehisgoingto



murdersomeone.It’sfunnybecausehistheonein

thewrong.Igetouttooandcheckthedamagetomy

carbutwhenIturnaguncomesincontactwithmy

bellyandIfreezebutIdon’twanttoshowthisguy.

Lisa:IfyouwantmetopayforthecarthenIwilldoit

butputthegunawaybecausethisisnogunfight.

Guy:Youtalktoomuch,Idon’tcareaboutthecarall

Iwantiswhatbelongstome.

Lisa:AndThatis?

Guy:Youknowexactlywhatyoutookthatdayatthe

barandIwantitback(damnitSticks,youmademe

takethatbriefcaseandnowyounottheretohelpme

fightthesepeople.Whatam Isaying?Evenifhewas

herehewouldn’tfighthewouldwatch)

Lisa:LookMrIthinkyouhaveawrongperson.

Idon’thavetimeforgamesnowmovewehaveto

getoutofherebeforeweattractthewrongkindof

crowdanddon’teventhinkaboutrunningbecause

youaresurrounded.(Ijustnoddedandwenttomy

andsodidhe,Igotinandstartedthecarthen

pressedtheemergencybuttonintheMywatch.I



thendrovebehindhim.InnotimeJacobcalled)

Jacob:What’supLiss?

Lisa:Codered,Ineedassistanceandwherearethe

guys?

Jacob:Icalledthem offforajobIneededdoneby

tonight.YouturnthelightgreensolongbutIwillbe

theretoassistinnotime.

Lisa:Canyouatleasttrackmyphonesothatyou

knowwhereIam?

Jacob:Don’tworryIwillfindyouandLiss?

Lisa:Yeah

Jacob:Rememberyourtraining.

Lisa:Always.(hedroppedthecallandIcontinuedto

drivefollowingthisguyandhisdrivingoutoftown)

Hestoopedatsomeabandonedfarm nottoofar

from Limpopo,atleastthat’swhattheboardsaid.

AllthecarsstoppedandtheygotoutwhileIlooked

atthem scanningandsizingthem toseewhichoneI



willattackfirst.JacobbetterhurryupbecauseevenI

dowinthisfightam goingtosleepwithasorebody

inthemorning.Aknockcomesthroughmycar

windowbutinsteadofopeningthewindowIopened

thedoorandgotout.Am injeans,T-shirtandhalf

bootwithaslightlybigjackettopackmytools.

Guy:Nowmissy,whereismybriefcase?

Lisa:Ireallydon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Guy:SoyouthinkthatStickswillsaveyou?No

darlingweknowhisoutoftownandthelapdogof

hiscalledoffyourtailcreatinganopportunityforus.

Nowam goingtoaskonelasttime,whereisthe

briefcase?

Lisa:IsaidIdon’tknow!(IhalfshoutedasIswiftly

takeoutaknifefrom myjacketpocket)

Guy:Guys!Makehersing

TheguysallcometowardsmeasImovedbackto

standagainthecarsothatnoonecomesbehindme,

theonewhoknockedonmywindowgaveathr

meanestclapeverleavingmycheekburningwhich

irritatedme.Lisathentookoutherknifeandthrewit



attheguyandshehithim onhisneckthenwentand

tickedhim andtookoutherknifeashefellinthe

ground.TherestoftheguyswentchargingtoLisa

andonethrewapunchhittingLisaonhertummy

andshestumbledbackward.Therestoftheguys

wentchargingtoher,punchesrainedinherbutshe

managedtotakeoutaknifeandcutthejointsoftwo

ontheguysandtheyfellonthegroundastheirfeet

werenotconnectedwiththelegs.

Shemanagedtogetupandtookoutherknives,she

wasalreadybleedingbloodthoseguysreallydida

numberonherandhercheekwasstartingtoswell

up.Shefoughttheothertwoguysbecauseitwas

eitherkillorbekilledandshewasnotgoingtobe

theonetobekilled.ThetwoguysfellOntheground

thesametimeastheonewhowasgivingordersand

whenshelookedupJacobwasstandingthere.

Lisa:Abouttime.

Jacob:Icamedidn’tI?

Lisa:Thatyoudid.Whataboutthismess?



Jacob:Ialreadycalledthecleanerstosortitout.

Let’sgohomeandleavethecarhere(Ididn’task

questionsIjustwentbackandtookmybelongings

andwenttothecarwithJacobanddroveoff)I

wonderwhatisinthatdamnbriefcasethatisworth

killingfor?

Encoko:

Mthunzihasjustcomebackfrom workandhiswife

gavehim watertowashhishandbeforebringingthe

foodforhim toeat.Shewentandthrewthewater

awayandcamebackwithboththeirplates.

Mthunzi:Enkosi,ingabaawukavantongoLisakhanya?

(thankyou.Haven’tyouheadanythingfrom

Lisakhanya?)

Wife:Wamgxothakalokuumntanam ngokuufuna

ntoni?(youmychildsowhatdoyouwantnow)

Mthunzi:JongakesisiaphaemaQwathiniuze

ngomendokontouthethaukuthiungumfaziapha



indodandim.Ungazeuphindeuthethenam olohlobo

nditshonasemaphupheniakho.(lookhersister,

hereintheMaqwathiniclanyoucamebymarriage

whichmeansyouareawifehereandam the

husband.Don’tyoueventalktomelikethatever

again,noteveninyourdreams.)

Wife:Ndiyaxisamyeniwam,ndenziwanje

kukumkhumbula(Am sorrymydearhusbandIjust

missher)

Mthunzi:DoesitlooklikeIdon’tmissher?Lisaismy

childbutonethingIwillnotallowisbeing

disrespectedbyachildinmyownhouse.

Wife:Am sorrydearIdidn’tmeananyofthethingsI

saidam justworriedabouther.Wedon’tevenknow

ifshe’sokayorwheresheis.

Mthunzi:Whenshewantstoshewillcomehomeor

callusbutfornowwewillnotstressabouther.

Wife:Whatifshe’sdeadwhileyoubusynotcarrying?

Mthunzi:IfshewasdeadthenseeWouldhavebeen

informed.



IguessmyhusbandisrightLisamustbesafe

whereversheisandshewillcomehometouswhen

thetimeisright.
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Matatiele (notedited)

Iminathiwasthinkingabouttherejectionhermother

gavetheprince.Yesshedoesn’tknowtheprincebut

heseemedlikeagoodperson,notthosearrogant

royalprincesthatalwayswanttogettheirway.To

them it’stheirwayorthehighway,butnotthisprince,

hewasdifferent,humbleandking.Hedidn’teven

embarrassherwhenshewasactingcrazytouching



him alloverinsteadhegaveherawarm smile.The

dreamshavestoppedandIhavebeenlookingfora

jobbutwithnoluckasyet.Shewassittingonthe

verandawhenhertwofavoritewomencametojoin

her.

Grandma:Imiwam (myImi)

Iminathi:Myfavoritegrandma.

Grandma:Hayiuthethangantoningobandim

ndodwaumakhuluwakho(nowhatareyoutalking

aboutwhenam youronlygrandmother)

Iminathi:NdiyadlalaMakhulu(Am playinggrandma)

Grandma:That’smuchbetter.

Iminathi:Motherwhyareyousoquiet?

Bulelwa:Am justthinkingaboutthefactthatthe

godsofthatroyalfamilyaretheonesclosingall

avenuesforyou.

Iminathi:Welleveniftheyarethereisnothingwe

candoaboutthat.

Bulelwa:Iminathiweneveraskedyouhowyoufeel

abouttheprince’sproposal,wejustmadea



decision,m withouttalkingtoyouandaskingyou

first.

Iminathi:Mamathereisnothingwecandonow,we

havealreadyrejectedhim.

Grandma:Wecanstillfixthismybaby.

Iminathi:Grandmathedecisionhasalreadybeen

madeandam notabouttogoandmaketheprince

anoption.Ifitwasmerejectedbyhim Iwouldalso

notaccepttobemadeanoptionjustlikeyou

wouldn’tlikeitwhenitcomestome.

Bulelwa:HaiboIminathi!(Iminathi!Shesaidina

reprimandingtone)

Iminathi:Mamaam nottryingtobedisrespectfulbut

thinkaboutit,howwouldyoufeeliftheprincedid

thattome?

Bulelwa:Am sorryIminathiIdidthinkofitthatway,I

wasjusttryingtoprotectyou.

Iminathi:Iwon’taskfrom whatbecauseyouaremy

motherandyouknowbestbutonceinawhileask

mebeforetakingdecisionsaboutmylife.WhatIsay



maynotmakesensebutatlestyouwouldhave

askedmeformyopinion.

Grandma:it’sdonenowsolet’slookforaway

forward.

Bulelwa:IunderstandmotherbutIjustdon’tknow

whattodo.

Iminathi:Itwillbealrightmother.

Colombia

Pedroarrivedhomeathome,hehadtowaitforthe

swellingtodiedownbeforegoingback.Hetold

Rodrigothathislayinglowbeforeheheadsback

home.HegottoColombiawiththesmalldevices

thathehastogivetoXimenaandhisfamily.Powers

guywasintheplanewithhim buthedidn’tknowthat

becausetheywerenotintroducedsohethinkshe

wastravelingalone.Whenhegottherehetookataxi

toRodrigo’sworkplacetoseehim beforeheading

home.Hegotthereandthereceptionistcalled

Rodrigotolethim knowandhetoldhertolethim up.

Hewentuptohisofficeandknocked,heinvitedhim



andheopenedthedoorandwalkedin.

Pedro:Icametoreportforduty

Rodrigo:PedromymanyoudidwellbackinItalyand

youdoyourjobwell.

Pedro:Thankyou

Rodrigo:Nowyoucangoandseeyourfamilythen

taketherestofthedayoffandIwillseeyouinthe

morning.

Pedro:Thankyouboss.(heturnedtowalkoutwhen

hecalledhim)

Rodrigo:Pedro!

Pedro:Yes

Rodrigo:Ximenabegantrainingafewdaysbackand

Iwantyouonherdetailform nowon.

Pedro:Iwilldojustthat.

Rodrigo:Iknowyouwill,nowgoseeyourfamily.

Pedro:Thankyou.



Hewalkedoutandwentstraighttowherehisfamily

waskeptandtheguardsopenedforhim,apparently

Rodrigohadalreadycalledaheadbecausehealways

goesthroughsecuritychecksbutnottoday.Hewent

inandtheygavehim privacy.

Girl:Daddy!

Pedro:MyValerie!Howareyoubaby?

Val:Am finedaddyandgottogooutandplay

yesterday.

Pedro:Really(heaskedlookingathiswife)

Val:Yes

Pedro:Okaythenbabygirlgoandplaydaddywants

totalktomommyforawhile.

Val:Okay(sheleftandwenttoplayatthebackof

thehouse)

Pedro:Howaremamasita?

Sammy:Am wellpapi,wejustmissyou.

Pedro:Listen,IhavesomethingthatIwantyouso

keepclosetoyouatalltimes.



Sammy:Whatisit?

Pedro:SomethingThatcouldgetyouandValerieout

ofthisplace.

Sammy:Am in!WhatdoIhavetodo?

Pedro:Nothingjustkeepitwithyouatalltimes,the

secondoneonVal.

Sammy:Okaythensowhenit’stimewhatdoI

expect?

Pedro:Idon’tknowbuttheywillbetheonlypeople

whowillcomeheretogetyouguysandtakeyoutoa

safeplacetillIcangettoyou.

Sammy:Butpapiam scared,whatifRodrigofinds

out?

Pedro:Hewon’ttrustmeonthisone,thoseguysare

professionals.

Sammy:Okayleavenowwedon’twanttogetthem

suspicious.

Pedro:CallValformetosaygoodbye(thewifeand

calledthedaughterandPedrosaidhisgoodbyes

andleft)



Encokovillage:

Thechiefwasstilldoingbusinesswiththedoctor

eventhoughhedidn’twanttobuthebelievedthatit

wasinhisdaughtersbestinteresttocontinueasthe

doctorthreatenedher.Sometimeshewillbesent

packagesthathadaddressesthatdidn’tevenbelong

inthecountryandthecourierwouldpickthem upat

thewarehouse,moneykeptcomingthoughsoin

thatdepartmenthedidn’tcomplainashegotthefull

50%ofeverything.Nowheresortedtokilling

homelesspeopleasthechiefpriesttoldhim thatif

hecontinuestokillthepeopleinhiskingdom the

godsweregoingtotakehislife.Nowyouknowwhat

it’slikewhenyourlifeisthreatenedyetyoudon’t

carewhenyouthreatenothers.Sohowhedoesitis,

hetakesthepeopleandletthem stayintheold

warehouseforthatheturnedintosomesortof

hostelwithbeds,akitchenandaopenplanlounge

withTV.Hewouldbuygroceriesandclothesfor

them andthepeopleappreciatedthefactthatthey



didn’thavetobeonthestreetscold.

Theyhadnothingandwhattheyweregettingwas

morethanenoughwiththem.Hewouldtakethem

forteststosomedoctorthatheworkswithnowso

thattheycanbetreatedforwhateverillnessesthey

mayhaveandforthem toknowtheirbloodtypes.

Thepeoplewhowerestillalivefrom theoldones

werethosewhohadrarebloodtypesaccordingto

thedoctorandtheyweremakingalotofmoney

from itaspeoplewithpowerwouldrequiresuch

bloodbecauseitfitwithanybloodtypeandrepairs

thebloodcellsinthebody.SotheChiefopened

bankaccountsforthem andputsomeofthemoney

onitforthem,hewouldgivetheallowancesevery

mothersotheycansupportthemselvesandthe

familiestheyclaim tohave.Theyknowhim asakind

andgenerousmanbecauseallthepeoplethereman

andwomenhadgym membershipcardstokeepfit

asthatwaspartoftheagreementtotakethem in.

Hewasjustcomingbackfrom thewarehouse

deliveringfoodstuffwhenthechiefpriestcameto



him justafterhegotoutofthecar.

Chief:Mqwathithingsarenotlookinggood.

Mqwathi:Whatisiteyeofthegods?

Chief:Theprincessneedstocomehomesoon

becausetheritualwedidwithoutherwillsoonwear

out.

Mqwathi:Howlongdoesshehave?

Chief:Maybe18monthsortwoyearsifthegodsare

willingbecauseIseedeadinthepalacearoundApril.

Mqwathi:Willmychilddie?

Chief:Idon’tknowwhoisgoingtodieasthegods

didn’tshowmeexactlywho.

Mqwathi:Ineedtofindmydaughterandfast.

Chief:Thereisanotherproblem

Mqwathi:Whatisitnow?

Chief:Hermotherwantsyoutopubliclyadmitto

whatyoudidtoherandfreeherspiritandcleanse



herhouse.

Mqwathi:Inpublic?

Chief:Yesinpublic

Mqwathi:Icannotdothat,whatwillmypeoplesay

andthinkofmeafterthat?

Chief:Youshouldn’tcaremuchaboutwhattheysay

orthinkbecausetheywon’tbeyourpeopleforlong.

Mqwathi:Whatdoyoumean?(thechiefpriest

lookedathim andlefthim thereconfused)

Hewalkedintothehouseandgreetedhiswifethen

wenttothebedroom andchanged.Nokonwaba

cameinandlookedathim asshecouldseethathe

wasn’thimself.

Nokonwaba:Talktome

Mqwathi:Nothereisnothingtotalkabout.

Nokonwaba:IknowyoubynowMqwathiandIknow

whenyounotwell,Nowtalktome.

Mqwathi:Thechiefpriestjusttoldmethatmy

peoplewillnotbemineforlong.



Nokonwaba:Whatdoesthatmean?

Mqwathi:Clearlysomeoneelseisgoingtotakeover

thekingdom.

Nokonwaba:Butwhocoulditbe?

Mqwathi:Idon’tknowbutwhatIdoknowisthatI

don’twantmykingdom totakenoverbysomeone

whoisgoingtodestroyit.

Nokonwaba:Butyouaredoingthesame.

Mqwathi:WereWhichispasttense.

Nokonwaba:WhenWaitandseewhatthegodshave

instoreforyou.

Mqwathi:TheWaitiswhatisgoingtokillmeeven

waybeforethepersoncomesandtakesover.

Nokonwaba:Don’tbedramatic.

Thewillofthegodswillalwaysbedoneasthey

knowbest.Youpeopleweregivenjustalittle

freedom todecideforyourselfwhatyouwanttodo

withyourlives.Butyouturnedaroundandforgot



thosewhocomebeforeyou.Thosewholeftyouwith

theresponsibilitytofulfill,godsarenotdeadandnot

allwhoaredeadaregods.Youdeniedthegiftthe

godsgaveyouandnowbepreparedtofacethe

consequencesofyouractions.Yourreasoningis

weakandyouspeakasthoughyouwereoftheflesh.

Youforgotwhatwetoldyouandneglectedtoeven

mentionittothosewhoclaim toloveyou.Youhave

disappointedusgreatlyandtheconsequencesof

thatcanbedeadly.Youhavesinnedchild.

Iwokeupdrenchedinsweat,what’sfunnyisthatI

didntevensleepthatlong.WhatgiftdidInotuse

andwhatresponsibilitydidIforgettofulfill.
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Matatiele:

IMINATHI’HOME

Bulelwahadjustwokeupearlyinthemorningto

makebreakfastbeforeshegoestowork.Shewas

busyinthekitchenmakinghermothersoftporridge

asshelikestoeatitinthemorning.Shewokeup

earlythismorningbecauseshecouldn’tsleep

anymorethinkingaboutwhatherdaughtersaid,yes

itwastruethathadshebeentheonerejectedshe

wouldn’twantthatsamemancomingbackbecause

sheherselfwouldn’ttrusthim.Shedidn’tthinkof

thisbeforesheturneddowntheprincebutwhatcan

shedonowbecauseit’sdone.Shemadethe

porridgeandputinsometartaricbecauseher

motherlikesitwhenit’sabitsour.Hermother

walkedintothekitchenwearinghegown.

Grandma:Goodmorningnana

Bulelwa:Morningmah



Grandma:Areyounotgoingtoworktoday?

Bulelwa:Iam mahbutIwokeupearlysoIthoughtI

shouldmakeyouporridgesolongbeforeIgo.

Grandma:Bulelwandiyakwazimntanam,utyiwa

yintoni?(BulelwaIknowyoumychild,whatiseating

you?)

Bulelwa:Am justworriedaboutthedecisionImade

mah,nowthatIhavespokentoIminathiIam notso

sureifitwastherightone.

Grandma:Wellnothingcanbedonenowwhatis

doneisdone.

Bulelwa:Nousecryingoverspilledmilkright?

Grandma:Ofcourse,nowdishupforme.

Bulelwa:OkayandIhavetogonoworam goingto

belate,townisfarfrom here.

Grandma:GoandIwilldishupformyself.

Bulelwawentandtookherbagthenpassedbyher

daughtersroom andshewassleepingpeacefully.

Shekissedherforeheadandleft.



Bulelwa:Mamandiyahambangoku(Motheram

leavingnow)

Grandma:Alrightmynanahaveagoodday.

Bulelwa:Thanksman,bye.

Sheleftinahurryrushingtothestoptogeta

transporttotown.Hermothersatonthekitchen

countereatingHerporridgeandalsothinkingabout

thiswholesituation.Shefinishedandwashedher

bowlinthesinkthenwentbacktoherroom and

cleanedup,shetookabaththenwentoutsideand

cleanedtheyard.Thetimewasaround10AM inthe

morningwhenshewentbacktothehouseand

noticedthatIminathiwasnotawakeyet.Shewentto

herroom towakeherupandwhenshegotthereshe

wassittingonthebedlookingfarinthoughts.She

lookedatherforawhilebutitseemedlikesheisnot

evenawareofherpresenceintheroom.

Grandma:Iminathi!(shecalledher)

Imi:Mah



Grandma:Yintoni?Ucingantoni?(whatisit?What

areyouthinkingabout?)

Imi:Youwon’tbelievemeevenifItellyoumah

becauseIdon’tbelieveitmyself.

Grandma:Babyyouscaringme,whatisgoingon?

(shewentandsatonthebednexttoherbutshe

waslookingatthedirectiononthewardrobenother)

Imi:Makhulundicingaubaandiboni(grandmaI

thinkam blind)

Grandma:Whatmakesyouthinkthat?

Imi:BecauseIcantseeyou,Ihavebeenawakefora

whilenowtryingtoadjustmyeyessothatIcanget

outofbedbutnothing.Ican’tseemama.

Grandma:HaiboIminathi!Bekuqalekwathiningoba

uleleubonanje(Haiboiminathiwhathappened

becauseyouwerefineandcouldseebeforeyou

slept)

Imi:Ihadadream mah.

Grandma:Adream?Tellmeaboutthedream (she



wasscaredbutshedidn’twanttoshowittoher

granddaughter)

Imi:Iwasbytheoldrivertheonethatrunsbetween

MatatieleandMountFletchernexttothatbigtreeI

usedtoplayatgrowingup.WhileIwassittingthere

peopleIdon’tknowcametomeandsatbymyside,I

don’tknowwhotheyarebuttheyseemedlike

powerfulpeopleandtheirauranjedemanded

respect.

Grandma:Whatdidtheysaytoyou?

Imi:Thewomansaidshedoesn’tunderstandwhyI

ranawayfrom myresponsibilitiesandthemansaid

thatIforgotthegiftthegodsgaveme.Hesaidwe

peopleweregivenachancetomakedecisionsfor

ourselvesandweabuseditandforgotaboutthe

gods.

Grandma:That’sstrange.

Imi:That’snotall,healsosaidbecauseofthe

decisionImadeIshallfacetheconsequencesand

alsomentionedsomethingaboutnotallthatare

deadaregods.Iwokeupsweatingfrom thatdream



inthemiddleofthenightbutIcouldstillseebutnow

Ican’t.

Grandma:Don’tworrychildwewillfigurethisout.

Fornowletmehelpyougetoutofthisbedsothat

youcanbathandeatsomething.

Imi:Thankyoumah.

Thegrandmawasveryworriedaboutthissudden

blindnessofhergranddaughterandwonderedwhat

morecantheyexpectbecauseclearlythegodswere

angryaboutsomething.

London:

BukhosiandStickswereinLondonmonitoring

Pedro’sfamilywhiletheywaitedpatientlyforthe

deviceforAsithandiletogoonsotheycanmonitor

heraswell.TheguytheysenttoColombiawas

reportingbackhisfindingsaswellattheendofeach

day.HisjobwastomonitorVusi/Rodrigotostudy



hisscheduleaswellasthepeoplehemeetswith

everydayandreportback.Bukhosithisdaywokeup

toastrangedream andhewokeupandwentforhis

runthencamebackandStickswashavingbreakfast.

Hewentandtookashowerthencalledhisfather,it

rangforawhiletillhepickedup.

Convo:

Nkosibuthe:Thisbetterbegood.

Bukhosi:Goodmorningtoyoutoofather.

Nkosibuthe:Thereisnothinggoodaboutit,you

wokemeup!

Bukhosi:Am sorryfatherbutIneedanswers.

Nkosibuthe:Okayam upnow,whatisit?

Bukhosi:YourFatherisangry,hesayswedon’t

listenyethemadethingseasyforus.

Nkosibuthe:Whatdoesthatmean?

Bukhosi:Ithinkhewantsyoutogobackhomeand

takecareofhiskingdom.



Nkosibuthe:Eishnowthatisdifficult,howam I

supposedtodothatwhenyounotevenhere?You

arethedirectorofthecompany.

Bukhosi:AndNcebakaziisthemanagingdirector

andsheismorethancapableoftakingcareofthing

untilIreturn.Youjustgobackhomeanddowhatis

required.

Nkosibuthe:Wedon’twanttoangerthegodsnow

dowe?

Bukhosi:Nowedon’t.Onemorething

Nkosibuthe:BukhosibaseNkomanzindinguyihlo

hayiitshomiyakhokutheningokugathi

uzandisokolisa?(BukhosiofNkomanziIam your

fathernotyourfriend,whyitnowthatyouseem like

yougoingtobotherme)

Bukhosi:Hahaam sorryoldmanbutIneedafavor

from myfather.

Nkosibuthe:Fine!Whatisit?

Bukhosi:Mywifeisnotwell,herheartistroubled

andthegodsareangry,ifshecomesoverplease



acceptheronmybehalf.

Nkosibuthe:Asyouwillmyking.

Bukhosi:Icanneverbekingwhenthecurrentking

stilllivesfather.Iam merelyyoursonatthemoment

untilIam introducedtothepeopleastheirprince.

Nkosibuthe:Youtalktomuch.

Bukhosi:Haha

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesandhedroppedthecall.

Sticks:Youbusytalkingtoyourfatherlikeyou

talkingtoawoman.

Bukhosi:IsthatjealousyIsmell?

Sticks:Gotohell

Bukhosi:Letgotogetherfriend

Sticks.That’sgay(hesaidmakingafaceand

Bukhosilaughed)

Bukhosi:Whatissourgent?

Sticks:Yoursistersdevicejustwenton.



Bukhosi:GreatnowPedroisworking.

Sticks:Nowletsbringdownthisfucker.

Bukhosi:Yougotit(theyfistbumped)

Colombia:

Ximena:Ijustgotthissmalldevicethingthatthis

bodyguardguygavemeandtoldmeit’sfrom my

brother.Iwantedtoaskmorequestionsbutbutmy

trainerwascomingsoIjustsaidthankyou.Iwonder

ifhisplayinggameswithmeormybrothertrulygave

him thedevice.Hesaidhewillmakecontactsoon

butIdon’tknowhowbecausethisthingisjusta

smallthingthatlookslikeafly.Mytradingisgoing

wellandam pushingmyself,notthatitdoesn’thurt

becauseitdoesbutwhatdoesn’tkillyoumakesyou

stronger.Rodrigoandmytrainersayam anaturalat

thisandIaim toplease.Iwanttotakethisguydown

bymyselfandshowhim whatwomenarecapableof.

Rodrigo:Ximena!



Ximena:Yes(Iturnedandlookedathim andhehad

thatstupidgrinonhisfaceandIsmiled)

Rodrigo:Howlongdoyoustillhavetogoonfor?

Ximena:Ijustfinished,Icanpackupandwecango

now.

Rodrigo:NobabeIwascomingtoinform youthatI

haveabusinessmeetingandIwillbebackhome

late.Oneoftheguyswilltakeyouhomewhenyou

ready.

Ximena:Areyougoingtoameetinglikethat?

Rodrigo:What’swrongwithwhatam wearing?

Ximena:Maybethefactthatyouwerewearingthose

clothesthewholedayatwork.

Rodrigo:Ilikeitwhenyoucareandyouknowwhat?

Let’sgohometogethersothatIcanchange.

Ximena:Nowyoutalking(Ipackedupmygym bag

andwewereoff)

Rodrigo:Ilikethisnewyou(hesmiled)

Ximena:Wellam adjustingandifwearegoingto



stayhereweneedtobeunited,wedon’twantyour

peopleseeingacrackbetweenus.Iwantthem to

seeaUnitedfront.

Rodrigo:YousosmartandlistenthereportIget

from yourtrainerisimpressiveandin3monthsIwill

introduceyoutothebusinessandassociates.

Ximena:Iwillwaitforyouonthatone,am justhappy

trainingsothatIcanprotectmyselfandwhenyou

readytogivememoreresponsibilitiesIwillbemore

thanreadyforthem.

Rodrigo:That’smygirl,nowletmegochange.

Ximena:Letmegoshoweraswell

Rodrigo:OkaybutwhenyougetoutIwillbegoneso

lockupIwilltakemykeys.

Ximena:Alrightthenhaveagoodmeeting.

Rodrigo:Thanksbabe.

Rodrigowenttochangeandheadforhismeeting

whileXimenatookashower.Whenshewasdone

sheateandwenttowatchtvforawhile,shefelta



tinglingfeelingonherarm andlookedatitandthe

devicehadareslighton.Shewonderedwhatit’sfor

andsheignoredit,thefeelingdidn’tgoawaysoshe

decidedtogocheckontheenvelopeshewasgiven

bythatguy.Shewenttoherroom andopenedhe

gym backandlookedfortheenvelopeandfoundit,

sheopenedisandtherewasanotherpieceinthere

andshetookitandlookedatit.Shewonderedwhere

itgoes,shetriedtofititwiththedevicebutitdidn’t

fitsoshewentoutsideandfoundPedrosittinginthe

car.

Pedro:CanIhelpyoumiss?

Ximena:Whatdoesthisdo?

Pedro:It’sanearpiecenowgo(sheturnedand

wentbacktothehouseandputthepieceinherear

andlistened.

Bukhosi:Nanaareyouthere?

Asithandile:OhmyGodbrother!Canyouhearme?

Bukhosi:Loudandclearbaby,howareyou?Ishe

treatingyouwell?



Asithandile:Am fineBrotherandhetreatsmewell.

Bukhosi:Don’tworryitwon’tbelongnowandIwill

comeforyouOkay?

Asithandile:Nobrother

Bukhosi:Whatdoyoumeanno!Doyouwanttobe

withthisguy?

Asithandile:OfcoursenotandthatisnotwhatI

meant.

Bukhosi:ThenWhatdoyoumeanbecauseam lost

rightnow?

Asithandile:Iwanttobringthisguymyself,Ihave

startedtrainingandIhaveconvincedhim thatwe

havetobeUnitedifwearegoingtowinbecausewe

areinaforeignlandandheboughtit.Hesayshewill

introducemetothebusinesswhenam ready.

Bukhosi:SoWhatisyourplan?Becausewhatyou

wanttodoisdangerousandmamawillkillmeifshe

findsoutIhadachancetobringyouhomeandI

didn’ttakeit.

Asithandile:Myplanistotakeeverythinghehasand



Iwanttopunishhim foreverythinghisdonetome.I

alsodon’twanttoleaveschoolbecauseam

finishingoffnextyearanywaysoIwanttocome

backhomewithadegreeandmaybeifthingsgo

wellVusi’sbusiness.

Bukhosi:Youdoknowthathisbusinessisnotlegal

right?

Asithandile:Yes,WhichiswhyIam goingtochange

itonceIownit.

Bukhosi:Idon’tlikethisbutatleastnowwecan

communicate.Ifyouwantoutjustsaythewordand

Iwillbethere.

Asithandile:Thankyoubrother,mmm

Bukhosi:Whatisit?

Asithandile:Idon’twanttobedisrespectfulbutI

wantedtoaskhowBathandwais?

Bukhosi:Hisfinephysicallybutgoingcrazy

emotionally.

Asithandile:Hestillthinksofmeafterallthiswhile?

(sheaskedwithagenuinesmileonherface)



Bukhosi:Hedoesn’tjustthinkofyouhiswaitingfor

you.Hesayshewillmoveonthedayyouarefound

deadbutuntilthenhewillwait.

Asithandile:Isomisshim rightnow,allofyou.

Bukhosi:AiIwon’ttalktoyouaboutyourboyfriend.

Asithandile:Ihavetogonowaswell.

Bukhosi:Takecareandrememberam here.

Asithandile:Thankyou.

ThatnightAsithandilewenttobedahappyperson,

shewasnowmorethandeterminedtobringVusi

downandgobacktoherfamilyandboyfriend.
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Matatiele:

IMINATHI’sHOME (notedited)

Thegrandmaspendthedaytakingcareofablind

Iminathiwaitingforherdaughtertocomebackfrom

work.Thehoursinthedayseemedlongerthanusual

yetwhentheyhavealottodoitseemslikethe

hoursinadayarenotenough.Shewascooking

dinnerwhileIminathiwasintheloungelisteningto

themusiccomingoutoftheradiowishingshecould

seesothatshecanwatchtheshowshelikesto

watcharoundthistime.Shewonderedifshewill

everseeagain.Itwasaround7PM whenhermother

arrivedhomefrom work,tiredasusualafteralong

dayandwalkingfrom thestoptothehouse,walking

onthatroadwithredsoil.Shegottothehouseand

sawIminathisittinginthelounge.

Bulelwa:MoloImi(HelloImi)

Imi:Hellomah,howwasyourday?



Bulelwa:Itwasokaybutam tired,Ihadalottodo

today.

Imi:Gobaththenyoucanrelax.

Bulelwa:Yourightnana(heleftgoingtoherroom

passingthekitchenandsawhermotherbusy

cookingandwenttoher)

Bulelwa:NjaniuphekekodwauIminathiukhona?

(whyareyoucookingwhenIminathiishere?)

Grandma:Gobathandwewilltalkafterdinner.

Bulelwa:Mamaungandixeleliubaukugezele

lomntana(motherdon’ttellmethischildwasrude

toyou)

Grandma:Iminathiisnotarudepersonandyou

knowthat.GoandbaththenIwilltellyoueverything.

Bulelwa:Okaythen

Bulelwawenttoherroom andthrewherbagonthe

bedthenundressedandwenttotakeashower.She

finishedandworehernightdressandagownontop

becauseshewantedtogostraighttobedafter



eating.Shewenttojoinhermotheranddaughterin

thediningtableandhermotherdishesoutforthem.

Grandma:ImiIwillhelpyoumychild.

Imi:NograndmaIwillmanage,Ihavetostartgetting

usedtodoingthingsonmyown.

Bulelwa:Butyoucandothingsonyourown(they

bothkeptquiet)theyatebutBulelwawasnoticing

thatIminathikeptmissingtheplateandmessingon

thetable.Shekeptlookingathermothershewould

shakeherheadsothatshedoesn’tsayanything.

Thisirritatedherbutshekeptquietuntilthey

finishedeating.Hermothertookthedishestothe

kitchenandshefollowedher,hermotherwashedas

shedried,shewaswonderingwhyhermotherwas

doingeverythingwhenIminathiisjustsittingthere.

Theyfinishedandhermotheraskedhertogotothe

loungebecausetheyneedtotalk.

Grandma:BulelwaIknowyouarewonderingwhatis

goinghere

Bulelwa:YesIam andIwillberelievedwhen



someonestartstellingmewhatishappening.

Grandma:WellIminathiwokeblindthismorning.

Bulelwa:hahahHaibomamaunjongilenjeuIminathi

wenauthethangantoni(shelaughedmothersheis

lookingsowhatareyoutalkingabout?)

Grandma:SheislookingYesbutshecannotsee.

Bulelwa:Imilookatme(Iminathilookedather

direction)whatam Idoing?

Imi:Idon’tknowmama.

Bulelwa:OhGodmychild!Whatisgoingon?What

happenedthatallthishappened?

Grandma:Well...shetoldhereverythingthat

Iminathitoldher.

Bulelwa:Ohlord!Am notworkingtomorrowIwantto

seewherethisisgoing.

Imi:Am tirednowmothermayyoupleasehelpme

gettobednow.

Bulelwa:Ofcourse(shehelpedherupandtookher

handleadinghertothebedroom andtuckedherin,



thenwentbacktohermother)

Bulelwa:MotherWhatishappeningtomychild?

Grandma:ThegodsofNkomanziarewhatis

happeningtoyourchild.

Bulelwa:Whatdoyoumeanmama?

Grandma:Doyourememberwhattheprincesaid?

Bulelwa:Hesaidalotofthingswhichonareyou

talkingabout?

Grandma:WellwhenyourefusedforIminathito

marryhim,hesaidhewillnotforceanythingandthat

thegodsweretheoneswhochoseherandtheywill

betheonetotakeactionwhentheirWillisnotdone.

Bulelwa:Idon’trememberthelastpartthough.

Grandma:Thatoneisminebutwhatishappening

hereistheresultsofourrejectionofthefavorthey

showedupthroughmygrandchild.

Bulelwa:Sonowweweresupposedtojumpatthe

changeofmarryingherofftoarichfamilylikewe



desperateformoneyandstatus?

Grandma:Bulelwayouforgotthatthegodsknowno

status,thatissomethingofthisworldnottheirs,in

theirworldthereisrightandwrong,blackandwhite.

Alsoagreeingforhertomarrytheprincedoesn’tsay

wearedesperate.

Bulelwa:Whatdoesitsaythenmamabecauseright

nowifwegogrovelingandaskingthem totakeher

willbelikeweonlydoingitsothattheycanhelpher.

Grandma:SoWhatiswrongwiththat?Youknow

longagoapoormanoncestarvedtodeathbecause

ofthepridehehas.Heneverwantedtoseem

desperateandaskforhelpwhenheneededitand

youaredoingthesamething.

Bulelwa:IhearyoumotherbutIwantustomonitor

thissituationandifitcontinuesthenwetakeaction.

Grandma:Alrightbutrememberwhatisaid,the

waysofthegodsareunknowntousmeremortals.

Am goingtobednowit’slate.



Bulelwa:Goodnightmah.

Grandma:Goodnightchild.

Thefamilywenttobedandslepthopingforbetter

resultsinthemorning.ButIminathiwasnotsleeping,

sheprayedthewholenightforhersighttoreturn

andfellasleepintheearlyhoursofthemorning.Her

motherwokeupHerusualtimebutshewasnot

goingtoworkthisday.Shemadeherbedandtooka

baththenwenttothekitchenandmadeporridgefor

hermother.Thetimewasaround7AM whenher

motherwalkedintothekitchen.

Grandma:Yintoniwavukaekusenikangaka

ungaphangelingathiuchamile?(whydidyouwake

upsoearlywhenyounotgoingtoworklikepeedon

yourbed)

Bulelwa:Ijustcouldn’tsleepanymoremah.

Grandma:Mmm Ihopeyoumadeyourselfuseful

andmademeporridgewhileyouwereawake.

Bulelwa:Ididmotherhere(shegaveherthe

porridge)



Grandma:Yabonawenaindlelaovukangayokusasa

ngathiuvelendibanweniyamagqwirhaegwadana

(youseethewayyouwakeupearlyit’slikeyou

comingfrom thewitchesgathering)

Bulelwa:Noparentcansleepwhaletheirchildissick.

Grandma:Iminathiisnotsickshe’s...(shedidn’t

finishandtheyheardascream comingfrom

Iminathi’sroom andtheyranoverthereonlytofind

hersittingonthebedcrying.

Bulelwa:NanaWhatisitbabytellyourmother?(she

didn’tsayanythingshejustcontinuedsobbing)

Grandma:Thethakalokumntanam kwenzekantoni?

(talktouschildwhatbisgoingon?)

Imi:Ican’twalkmah!!Ican’tfeelmylegs!

Grandma:Whatdoyoumeanyoucanfeelyourlegs?

Imi:Itriedtogetupfrom thebedbutIcouldn’tmah,

mylegswon’tmoveandIcan’tfeelthem.Am now

blindandcrippledmahpleasehelpme!(shewas

cryingpainfullyasshesaidthat)

Bulelwa:Ohlordmychild!Whatishappeningtomy



child!(shesaidalsotearrollingdownherchicks

withherhandsonthehead)

London:

Bukhosiwokeupearlybecausehecouldn’tsleep.

Thedream hehadwasterrible,inthedream hewant

blingandcrippled.Hecouldn’tdoanythingfor

himself,thenthesamedream hisslingstarted

peelingofflikehisunclewasafterthefireandhe

wokeupdrenchedinsweat.Hetookashowerand

packedafewthingsthenwenttothekitchenand

joinedSticksforbreakfast.

Bukhosi:Am goinghometoday

Sticks:Andyoursister?

Bukhosi:Iwillcontinuemonitoringherandtalkingto

herandifsomethinghappenstheguytherecantake

heroutofthatplace.

Sticks:Alrightthenletmepackafewthingandgo

homeaswell.ButIwillalsobeontopofthis



becauseIwantthatguysfamilyrescued.

Bukhosi:Yeahwehavetokeepthatpromise.

Sticks:Yeah!Mindtellingmewhyyouwanttogo

homesosuddenly?

Bukhosi:Mywifeisindanger.

Sticks:Okayenoughaboutthiswifethingbecause

thelasttimeIcheckyoudidn’tevenhaveagirlfriend

andnowyouhaveawife?

Bukhosi:Wellshe’snotmywifeyetbutshe’smy

chosenone.

Sticks:Ihopeshe’schosenforPowertoobecauseif

notthenIfeelsorryforher.

Bukhosi:Yousicknowgowehavetoleave.

Sticks:Am goingyhoo

StickspackeduphisstuffandheandBukhosifirst

spentanhourbriefingtheboysonwhathasto

happenwhentheygiveagoahead.Thentheyleft

goingbackhomeandin3hourstheyhadarrivedin



joburgandJacobandLisawerewaitingforthem.

TheytooktheirbagsandgotoutandLisafrozethe

momentshesawBukhosi,theywalkeduptothem.

Bukhosi:Jacob

Jacob:Power

Sticks:Heyman(heandJacobfistbumped)

Bukhosi:Lisa!Iseeyouarewell,let’sgoguysIhave

togethome.

StickswenttothecarwithLisaandBukhosiwent

withJacob.InthecarLisawasquiet.

Sticks:Whatisitwithyou?

Lisa:Nothing

Sticks:Wantmetorepeatmyquestionoryougoing

toanswerthistimearound?

Lisa:Washeresponsibleformebeinghere?

Sticks:Andifhewas?

Lisa:ThenIwouldhatehim fortherestofmylife.

Sticks:Andyouthinkhecareswhatyoudobecause?



Lisa:Ineversaidhecaredbut..

Sticks:Butnothing!Lookifyouwanttopackandgo

homefeelfreetodosowhenyougethomebut

neverinyourlifedisrespectmebytalkingabout

anothermanwhileam hereandforyourinformation

thatguydidyouafavorhadhenothaveagood

heartyouwouldbeasgoodasdead.SoifIwereyou

Iwouldthankhim.(hethenkeptquietandtheride

homewasfilledwithsilence)theygothomeand

parkedthecarsandbeforeSticksgotouthesaid

somethingtoLisa.

Sticks:Ifyoulovehim somuchthengointhathouse

packyourthingsandleave.

Lisa:SticksI...(hecuthershort)

Sticks:Bosstoyouladyandgetthehelloutofmy

carandleavemyhouse.

HeleftLisainthecarnotknowingwhattodo,but

onethingforsureshehasneverseenSticksthat

angry.
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Mthatha

ZodwaandNcebakaziaretogetherin

Ncebakazi‘aromahelpingeachothergetreadyas

NcebakazihasadatewithLuxoloandZodwawas

goingtobedoinganightshiftattheclubsincethey

havespecialguestperformingtonight.Sohewanted

tomakesurethateverythingwentwell.

Zodwa:YouknowImissAsithandilesomuchnow.

Ncebakazi:YouAndmeboth,thatgirlisgoodat

heartandshedoesn’tdeservethis.

Zodwa:Whatam worriedaboutishowshewillbe

whenshe’sfound.



Ncebakazi:Thesekindaofsituationschangesa

personeventhemosthumblepeopleturninto

somethingyoudon’tbecauseofthetraumathey

wentthrough.

Zodwa:IhopethathetreatsherwellbecauseifnotI

don’tknowwhatourbrotherwilldowhenhelayshis

handsonhim.

Ncebakazi:YouknowBukhosiwassupposedtobe

ourbigbrotherItellyou.Thewayheprotectsusand

looksoutforusisthesamewayabigbrotherwould.

Zodwa:AndIappreciatethatabouthim,hehasno

favorsevennowThatAsithandileisnotherehe

doesn’tmissthechancetocheckonus.

Ncebakazi:Hehasagoodheartbutgrandma’s

healthisnotgoodatall.

Zodwa:Anyone’shealthwouldbeaffectedbythis

especiallyherbecauseshejustfoundAsithandile

onlytoloseher.

Ncebakazi:Am sotakinghershoppingwhenshe

comeback.



Zodwa:Am inaswellImissherandhershysmile.

(Ncebakazi’sphonerangindicatingamessage)

Ncebakazi:WellMydataishere.

Zodwa:GoIwillletNomaknowthatIwillbeworking

latesothatshecanlookafterumah.

Ncebakazi:PleasemanIwillalsocheckonherwhen

Icomeback.Ohdon’tforgethermedication.

Zodwa:Nomaalreadygaveittoher,nowgo.

NcebakazileftwithLuxologoingonherdateandit

wasinsophisticatedrestaurantandwhentheygot

theretheywereshowntotheirtablethatalreadyhad

abottleofchampagneonice.

Ncebakazi:Mmm thisisnice

Luxolo:Iam toplease.

Ncebakazi:AndIndeedIam pleased.

Luxolo:Iloveyou,youknowthat?

Ncebakazi:Iknewthatwhenyoudidn’tgiveupafter

Ihaveoneinsultafteranother.Youdidn’tgiveup



insteadyourespectedmemore.

Luxolo:Am gladyounoticedthatbabe.(Ncebakazi

sawthathewasnervoussomehowbutshebrushed

itoff,theirfoodarrivedandtheyateinlight

conversation.)

Luxolo:Carefordessertmylady?

Ncebakazi:Welofcourse(hesignaledthewaterto

bringdessertandhebroughtIfafterafewminutes)

Ncebakazi:Babeiseverythingokay?

Luxolo:YesWhy?

Ncebakazi:Youseem offsomehowIdon’tknow.

Luxoloreachesintohispocketandtookoutabox,

softmusicstartedplayingashewentdownonone

kneeinfrontofher.Ncebakazihasheehandonher

mouthcoveringit.

Luxolo:Ncebakazi,whenIsaidIwantyoutobemine

Ididn’tmeanasaglorifiedgirlfriendbutImeantas

mywifeandpartner.NcebakaziIloveyouandIwant

youbymysideeveryday,Iwanttowakeupnextto

youeverymorningandsleepnexttoyoueverynight.



Iwanttopickyouupfrom workjusttoshowpeople

thatyoutaken.Pleasemakemethehappiestmanin

thisroom bybeingmywifeandhopefullymotherof

mykidssomeday.

Ncebakazi:WaitIhaveaquestion(heseemed

disappointedbuthenodded)isthatwhyyourefused

tosleepwithme?(shewhispered)

Luxolo:Hahahyes,Iwantedyoutobemineofficially

firstbeforethat.

Ncebakazi:ThenYes!Iwillbeyourwife.

Luxolo:Hahahbutodidn’taskyet

Ncebakazi:ThenWhatareyoudoingonyourknee

witharinginhand?

Luxolo:Wellyougotapoint,nowwillyoumarryme?

Ncebakazi:Ialreadysaidyesnowmyringplease.

Luxolo:Ohlordwhatam Igettingmyselfinto(they

bothlaughedasheslidtheringonherfingerand

stoodupandtheysharedahug)

Luxolo:Thankyoubabeforagreeingtobemine



Ncebakazi:Thankyouformakinganhonestwoman

outofme.

Luxolo:Youalsomakemeanhonestman.

TheycontinuedwiththeirdessertwithNcebakazi

alreadydaydreamingabouthowshewantsher

weddingtobelikeandLuxolowasjustsittingthere

watchingherwithasmileonhisface.Hewas

completeandcontent.

Joburg:

Lisadidn’tknowwhattodowithherselfbecause

onethingsheknowsisthatsheisenjoyingherstay

thereandschool.Evenhertrainingandbeingaround

Amandaandtheothers.Shedidn’twanttoleavebut

howwasshegoingtoconvinceStickstoletherstay?

DamnBukhosiforshowingupandruiningthingsfor

justwhentheyweregoingwell.Shegotintothe

houseand.BukhosiwasinhiswayoutwithJacob



byhissideandshesawthisasanopportunitytotalk

toStickalone.

Bukhosi:Brotherwewilltalk

Stick:SureandIwillkeepyouupdatedandyoudo

thesame.

Bukhosi:Greatnowletmegethomeandseemyold

lady.

Sticks:Howissheholdingupbytheway?

Bukhosi:HeehealthisnotatitsbestbutIhopeshe

willbefineafterIgiveherthegoodnews.

Stick:Gomakeherdaymansheneedsit.

Bukhosi:Yeah,letmegonowandwewilltalk.

Sticks:Sure(hewalkedthem outandIcomefrom

thekitchenjustashewasmakinghiswaytothe

lounge)

Lisa:Canwetalk?

Sticks:Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.

Lisa:ThenIwillfollowyouarounduntilyoutalkto

me.(heclickedhistongueandturnedtolookather)



Sticks:Myroom now!(Lisafollowedhim likealost

puppy)

Theygottohisroom andhewentandstoodbythe

windowlookingout.Lisastoodbehindhim and

spoke.

Lisa:LookSticks,Idon’tloveBukhosianymorejust

thatwhenheshowedupIgotangry,Igotangry

becauseofhowhegotridofmebutam also

gratefultohim fordoingthatbecausehesaveme

from myself.Hegavemetoapersonthatisboth

kindheartedandstubbornatthesametimebutthat

personshowedmethebestversionofmyselfandI

stillwanttogettoknowthatLisa.Pleaseforgiveme

fordisrespectingyou,itwasnotmyintentions.

(Sticksturnedaroundandlookedattheeforthe

longestoftimeandLisawasnowstartingtosweat

becauseshedidn’tknowwhatwillcomeoutofhis

mouththemomenthedecidestoopenit)

Stickswentclosertoherandgrabbedherbyher

neckthenpressedheragainstthewallandkissed



her,Lisafrozebuthedidn’tstopuntilLisa

respondedtothekiss.Thekisswentonforsome

timeandtheywerebothlosingtheirbreaths,he

pulledoutandmovedawayfrom her.LeavingLisa

tryingtostabilizeherbreathing.

Sticks:Am sorryaboutthat,itwon’thappenagain

andIforgiveyoubutneverdothatagainyouhear

(Lisadidtrustherselftospeaksosheresortedto

nodding)goodnowpleaseleave.(Lisawalkedout,

confuseasever.
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Bukhosiarrivedathomeanddecidedtogostraight

tohisfather’shousetoseehismotherandfamily.

Hegotthereandguardsopenedupforhim andhe

droveinandparkinghiscaronhisspotandmade

hiswayintothehouseandwasgreetedby

hululilatingandherushedtothelounge.

Bukhosi:Whatisgoingoninthishouse?

Nosakhele:Ohumtanomntanam ubuyile(ohmy

grandchildyouback)

Bukhosi:YesMotheram back,whatisgoingon.

Ncebakazi:Bhutiam engagedhaaa!(Brotheram

engaged)

Bukhosi:Beforeyougetallexcitedsetupdrinkswith

thisguysformetomeethim andifhisnotwhathe

claimstobethenyounotmarryinghim.

Ncebakazi:HaiboBukhosi!Am oldenoughtomake

myowndecisions.

Bukhosi:Youmaybeoldenoughsisbutmenare

menandonlyafewagoodandhavegoodintentions.

Nosakhele:Bukhosikantiyintonimantanam



ungavuyeliudadewenanje?(BukhosiWhatisit,why

can’tyoubehappyforyoursister?)

Bukhosi:Mahandyousisdon’tgetmewrong,am

notsayingyougettingmarriedisnotagoodthing,in

factit’swonderfulandam happyforyoubutIwill

notsitbackandletyoumarryamanweknow

nothingabout.

Ncebakazi:FinethenIunderstoodsowhendoyou

wanttododrinkswithhim?

Bukhosi:ThisAfternoonbeforeIleaveforMatatiele.

Ncebakazi:Sosoon?

Bukhosi:Wellhegotengagedtoyouwithoutasking

foryourhandfrom fatherormesoyessosoon.

Ncebakazi:BrotherLuxoloisagoodman.

Bukhosi:Letmebethejudgeofthat.Anywaysetit

upandcomebackIhavegoodnewsforallofyou.

Ncebakazi:Ijustsenthim amessagesolet’shearit.

Bukhosi:WhereisZodwa?

Ncebakazi:Shewasworkingnightsoshespentthe



nightatherflat.

Bukhosi:Okaythenwemightaswell.

Nosakhele:PleaseTellmeyoufoundmychild

Bukhosi.

Bukhosi:Ihavemother.

Nosakhele:OhMakabongweuYesungokuuphi?(oh

praisethelordsowhereisshe?)

Bukhosi:Uyafundamamaphasouceleikuba

ndiyekeagqibeazokwaziukubuya(she’sstudying

theremothersosheaskedformetoletherfinished

thenshewillcomeback)

Nosakhele:Ukubaunyanisilendifunauthethamaya

amdixelelengokwakhe(ifyouaretellingthetruthI

wanttotalktoher,Iwanthertotellmeherself)

Ncebakazi:Am confuses,wasn’tshekidnapped?

Bukhosi:SheisImeanshewasbuttheguyputher

inschoolandnowshe’sfinishingoffherthirdyear

nextyearshe’sdoingherfinalyearandgraduating

thencomebackhome?

Ncebakazi:SoWhereistheguysnow?



Bukhosi:HewasarrestedsoAsithandileissafenow.

Nosakhele:Mnaneitherndifunauthethanaye(Isaid

Iwanttotalktoher)

Bukhosi:Letmecheckifshewillbeabletoanswer

thephoneshemightbeinclass.

Bukhosimovedawayfrom them andputonthe

earpiecethenswitchedonthedevicetosendsignal

toher.Shesawitasshewasintheschoollibrary,

sheknewshewasbeingwatchedsoshelefther

stuffandwalkedtothebathroom andgotintooneof

thecubiclesandanswered.

Bukhosi:Isitsafe(hewhisperedsothattheother

won’thearhim)

Asithandile:YesButnotforlong,iseverythingalright?

Bukhosi:Motherwantstotalktoyou.

Asithandile:Iwouldlovethat.(Bukhosiwenttohis

motherandputtheearpiecein)

Nosakhele:YhoyintoningokulenaBukhosi?Yhini

ndihlelindingevakakuhle.(YhoWhatisthisnow



Bukhosi?OhmywhenIdon’tevenhearproperly)

Asithandile:hahahaMoloMakhulu(hellograndma)

Nosakhele:Umhlola!Uthethaphinalomntana

okanyendishiywazingqondo(wonders!Whereis

thischildtalking?Oram Ilosingmymind)

Bukhosi:InthatthingIputinyourear,pleasetalkto

hersheisabouttogotoclass.

Nosakhele:Mybabyisthatyou?

Asithandile:Yesmahit’sme,Idon’thavemuchtime

becauseIhavebeinclassbutIwillcallsoon.Iwant

youtoknowthatam okayandgoingtoschool.

Nosakhele:Kuhlemntanam (thatgoodmychild)

Asithandile:Grandmapleasegivemealittletimeto

finishschoolthencomebackhometoyou.

Nosakhele:It’sokaychild,aslongasyouareokay

andhappythenIwillwaittilyoucomehome.Ilove

youchild.

Asithandile:Iloveyoutoomah.



Nosakhele:OhBukhosishesoundslikeshe’sfine

Bukhosi:SheisfinemotherIpromiseyou.

Matatiele:

Thesepassed3dayshavebeenhellforiminathiand

theproblem continuesinsteadofgoingaway.Day1

shewokeupblind,Day2shewascrippled,Day3she

lostherabilitytotalkandtodayisday4andshe

wokeuplookinglikesomeonewhohascanceras

herhairwasnotonherheadbutonthepillowand

ontheblanketsshecoveredherselfwith.Butshe

didn’tseebecauseshewasblind,hermothersaw

thiswhenshewenttocheckonherinthemorning,

sheherselfhasn’tbeentoworksincethedayshe

camebackhometoablinddaughter.

Bulelwa:MotherWhatarewegoingtodo?Mychild

issufferingandIfeeluseless.Thedoctorwetook

hertosaysthereisnothingwrongwithheryettoday

shewokeupwithnohaironherheadandIdidn’t

havethehearttotellher.Allshedoesiscry.



Grandma:IdidwhatIthoughtisright.

Bulelwa:Whatisityoudidmother?

Grandma:Iorganizedtransporttotakeustothe

palacebecausethereisnothingwecandonow.

Bulelwa:ButMother..

Grandma:NobutsBulelwa,Iwillnotwatchmyonly

grandchilddierightbeforemyeyeswhenIcando

somethingtohelpher.Swallowyourprideand

rememberwhatyouwentthroughtogether.

Bulelwa:AlrightMotherlet’swaitforthetransport.

Grandma:Itjustarrived,nowgoprepareherwhilea

takeablanketandapillowtomakehercomfortable

inthecar.

BulelwawenttoIminathi’sroom andchangedher,

thenoutadoekonherheadandwhenshewasdone

thegrandmothercameinwiththedriverandhe

helpedthem pickherupandputherinthecarand

drovetotheroyalpalaceofNkomanzi.Ontheway

Bulelwawasthinkingabouthowtheywillbereceived



atthepalacewhilethegrandmotherprayedthatthey

helpedhergranddaughter.Thedrivetothepalace

wasaboutanhourandhalfandtheyarrived.They

announcedthemselvesandtheguardswentto

inform thekingasNkosibuthewashomeafter

Bukhositoldhim tocomeback.Heaskedtheguards

toletthem inandhewentandopenedthegatefor

them andtheydrovein.Thedriveronceagainhelped

them carryIminathiintothepalaceAnduponseeing

herthekingwasonhisfeet,angervisibleinhisface.

Nkosibuthe:Didyouhavetolethersufferlikethis

beforeyouswallowyourprideandbroughtherhere!

Grandma:Myking..(hecuthershort)

Nkosibuthe:Am sorrymahbutam nottalkingtoyou

butthiswomanhere,whatkindofamotherareyou

towatchyourdaughter’shealthdeterioratelikethis

anddonothingaboutit?

Bulelwa:Iwasafraidmyking,Ididmydaughter

wrongandIdidtheprincewrongandIwasafraid

thathewon’tacceptusaftertherejectionIgavehim.

Nkosibuthe:It’sfunnyhowyouthinkthemattersof



thegodshavesomethingtodowithus.Evenifwe

wantedtorejectyourdaughterwecouldn’tbecause

sheischosenbythegodsofthislandnotus.

Grandma:Willyoubeabletohelphermyking.

Nkosibuthe:No..(shecuthim short)

Bulelwa:Pleasemykingdon’tpunishmychildfor

mymistakes.

Nkosibuthe:Womanthat’snotwhatam saying,what

am sayingisthatonlymysoncanhelphernotme.

Sheisnotmychosenonebuthis,she’sconnected

tohim notme.

Grandma:Istheprincearoundmyking?

Nkosibuthe:Nohisnotbuthewillbearrivinghere

lateintheevening.Iwillaskedthemaidensto

prepareroomsforyou.

Bulelwa:Thankyoumyking.

Nkosibuthe:Don’tThankme,Thankmysonandthe

godsofNkomanzi.



Hewalkedawaytoinstructthemaidenstoprepare

roomsfortheirguests.
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Matatiele (notedited)

Thewaysofthegodsarenotonestobetakenlightly,

realtraditionalhealerswilltellyouhowtheirjourney

cameaboutandmostofthem werechosenwhile

theywerenoteveninterestedinbeinghealersonlyin

livingtheirlivesthewaytheyseefitbutthegodshad

otherplansforthem.MuchlikeIminathi,shethought

aftergraduationshewillapplyforjobsandworkfor

abetterlifeforherfamily.Thosewereherplansbut

theBiblesays,theplansareourshoweverthe

decisionsarenot.Iminathilearntthatthehardway,



shewasfirstblindtheoneday,thencrippledthe

next,losinghairandherhearing.Allthesethings

werepainfultoherasshehadnoonetosharethe

painwith,noonewhowouldtrulyunderstandher

situation.Beingwiththeprincewasnotinher

dreams,evenasagirlsheneverdreamtofbeinga

princeswifeorevenbelongingtoaroyalfamily.Yet

todayshefindsherselfatthemercyofthegodsand

theroyalfamilysheneverevenadmire,noteven

from adistance.Duringthetimeallthesethings

werehappeningtoIminathiitwasliketheyare

happeningtosomebodyelseandnother,she

refusedtobelievethatshenowdependedonher

familytotakecareofhermostbasicneeds.And

thathurther.

Theprincearrivedathomeandparkedhiscarbutas

soonashisfeettouchedthegroundsofNkomanzi

heroaredsoloudthattheguardstookcoverand

dogsranfortheirlives.Powersurfacedandheran

tothebackonthepalacejumpingthefence,running

downtotheroyalburialsite.Hegotthereandsat



besidehisgrandfather’sgrave.

Nkosibuthe:Guards!(hecalledstandingbythedoor

andtheguardscamerunning)

Guard:Myking

Nkosibuthe:Whereistheprince?

Guard:Theanimal

Nkosibuthe:Whatdidyousay?

Guard:Am sorrymyking,Imeanttheprinceranout

thepalacetothedirectionoftheroyalburialsite.

Nkosibuthe:OhgodsofNkomanzi,whathavewe

donenow.Guards,prepareabull,agoatandcallthe

chiefpriest.

Chief:Am heremyking

Nkosibuthe:Doyounowappearinthinair?

Chief:WhentheroyalssummonmeIgetherein

speedoflightning.

Nkosibuthe:Idon’twanttoknow,whatneedstobe

done?



Chief:Thekingwilltelluswhenhecomesbackbut

fornowtakemetothequeen.

Nkosibuthe:Nkomanzikingdom hasnoqueen.

Chief:BiteyourtongueNkosibutheforyouareabout

todotheworkofthegods.Nowtakemetothe

queen(Nkosibuthedidn’tsayanythingbutleadthe

waytotheroom whereIminathiwasin)theygot

insideandthechiefpriestwentclosertothebed

andlookedatherthenshookhishead.Hetook

Africaincenseandputitontopofazinkandburntit,

addingsnufftoitandrecitingtheclansofNkomanzi.

BukhosicamebacktothepalaceandsawBulelwa

andhermotherinthelounge.

Bukhosi:Greetingsmyelders.

Grandma:Greetingsmyprince.

Bukhosi:Thedamageisgreatandagoattoappease

thegodsistobeslaughtered.Theoneswho

wrongedthegodsshouldbetheonestobringthe

goatanditshallbeslaughteredatsunsetattheriver.



(hesaidandleftthetwoconfusedasever)

Bulelwa:Whatdoeshemeanmother?

Grandma:Am notreallysureashewasn’teven

lookingatuswhenhespoke.Itwaslikehewas

speakingalonebutothinkthatweshouldgetthe

goatbecauseaccordingtomyunderstandingweare

theoneswhowrongedthegods.

Bulelwa:yhoowherewillwegetagoatatthistime,

especiallyonethatwillbeslaughteredatsunrise?

Grandma;Wewillmakeaplan,butthatgoatneeds

tobehereinthemorning.

Nkosibuthe:Notinthemorningbutthisnight,the

goatmustsleepintheNkomanzikraalthisnight.

Grandma:Myking,willthekingbekindandorganize

ustransporttogogetthegoat?

Nkosibuthe:Asyouwishbutbeherebeforethesun

completelysets.(theynoddedandNkosibuthewent

andtoldtheguardstogetthebackieandtakethe

familywheretheywanttogo.)



Bulelwaandhermotherleftthepalacegoingtolook

forahousethathasgoatssothattheycanbuyone

andgettothepalaceontime.Bukhosigotintothe

room wherethechiefpriestandIminathiwereand

satonthefloornexttothechiefpriest.

Chief:Akingisnotsupposedtositthatway.

Bukhosi:Whetherkingorpresidentbutwhenthe

godswanttouseyoutodotheirworkyoudon’tsay

no.

Chief:Wisewords,whatisitthatshouldbedone?

Bukhosi:Whenthegoatarrives,themaidenistobe

takenoutsidethepalaceandbeplacedoutsidethe

kraal.

Chief:Thewholenight?

Bukhosi:Yes,withthegoattiednexttoheraswell

astheonewearegoingtoslaughteronherbehalf.

Chief:Ibelievethatnoonemustkeepaneyeonher

orgoclosetothekraalthisnight.

Bukhosi:Thatisright,solongIwillgoinform the

guardstodoexactlythat.



Chief:Iwilldotheprotectionceremonysolong,we

don’twantherbingtakenbyherwitchesatnight.

Bukhosi:Worrynotthegodsareonhighalert,they

aremorethandeterminedtomakesurethattheyget

thequeentheywantthistimearound.

Chief:Camagu!(weagree)

Bukhosiwenttoinform theguardsofwhatisto

happenthisnight.Bulelwaandhermotherright

beforethesuncompletelysetsonthemountains.

Theyarrivedwiththegoatthatwasrequiredandthe

guardstookittothekraalbutstoodoutsidewhile

onewenttocalltheprince.Hecanandtouchedthe

goatbetweenitseyesanditwentdownonbothits

frontlegs.Heopenedthekraalanditwentin.The

maidenwiththehelpofBulelwagotamattressand

preparedforIminathiaplacetosleepinoutsidethe

kraal.

Nighttimecameandeveryonewrappedup

everythingtheyweredoingclosetothekraalsoas

tonotgoanywherenearthereduringthenight,I



mustsaythattheguardsweremorethanhappyto

obligeasnoneofthem didn’twanttocomefaceto

facewiththebeastastheycalltheirprince.Word

hastraveledtoafewclosekingdomsandallwere

preparingtograceNkomanziwiththeirpresenceat

sunrisetoshowsupport,somedon’tevenknow

whattheevenisabouttheyjustheardthat

somethingishappeninginNkomanziandthey

wantedtogoandseebecausetheydidn’tknowwho

waskingtheresincethekingtheyknewislate.

Itwasaround11PM whenIminathiwastakentothe

kraal,thegoatthatherfamilybroughtwastiedatthe

feetonthemattressandtheonetheroyalfamilygot

forherisatthehead.Shewascarefullylaidthere

andcoveredwiththrowtheneveryoneleft,Bulelwa

lookedlikeshewantedtocrybecauseshewas

worriedaboutherchildsleepingoutsidealone.The

kingsawthisandwenttoher.

Nkosibuthe:Youbetternotshedtearsherebecause

thisritualwillnotwork,youshouldberejoicingfor

yourdaughtergettingherhealthback.



Bulelwa:HowcanIMykingshe’souttherealone

andwithasmallblanket,whatifshegetscold,what

ifsomethinghappenstoher?

Nkosibuthe:Yaziuyandidinawena,ungunibangela

walentokodwangokuxaencedwawenzangathi

uyakhathalaHayimaan(youannoyingme,youare

thecauseofthisbutnowwhensheisgettinghelp

youactlikeyoucare,nomaan)

Bulelwa:Idon’tactlikeIcaremykingIdocare,she

ismyonlychildandIloveher.

Nkosibuthe:Thenyoushouldstartshowingyour

loveinsteadofsayingit.(hesaidandleftherthere)

Everyonewenttobedworriedthisnightnotknowing

whatthegodswillsayinthemorning.
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Insert63

Colombia

XimenaPOV (notedited)

Myplanisworkinglikeacharm,nowIchallenge

Vusi/Rodrigotoshowhim thatam notthatnaivegirl

hekidnappedbutwhatisfunnyaboutthathesays

it’ssexy,mxm bloodyprick!Hemustenjoywhileit

lasts.Yesterdayaftergym hewasgoingtooneof

hismeetings,hehasalreadygoneoutthehouse

whenhecamebackandtoldmetodressupandgo

withhim.AndofcourseIwasn’tabouttoturnhim

downbecauseIwantedtolearneverythingIcan.So

Iwenttomyroom anddressedupinmynavypants

suitwithawhiteshirtandredhills,whenIgotout

theidiotsmiledlikearetardcomplimentingmewith

thingslike‘yousurelookbossbabe’andIsimply

smiled.Wegottothatmeetingandwhatshocked

meisthefactthatthepeoplewhowerethereareall



peoplewithstatus,whenIsaystatusIdon’tonly

meanwarm bankaccountsImeanministers,MP’s

anddruglords.Isaydruglordsbecausetheother

guytherenamesMartinusisawellknownand

wanteddruglordinMexicoCity.

WhenwegotthereIhadtokeepmyheaddownbut

howstupidtheirmarketingisandthedodgyways

theirfinanceguydidthingsmadesaysomething.I

stooduplikethebossthatIam,ohandbelieveme

whentheyalllookedatmewithcoldstaresinclud

Rodrigowhohadthedon’tembarrassmelook,Iwas

shakingbutIhadtodowhatIstoodupfor.

Flashback:

Ximena:Gentlemen!Iwillnottakeupmuchofyour

timebutIhaveafewthingsthatIwouldliketo

address.Withnodisrespecttoyouofcourse.(Ikept

quietandwaitedforaresponsebutIgotnone

insteadthecoldstaresbecamedarker)



Ximena:Right!NowIwaslisteningandlookingat

thefinancespreadsheetasthefinancegentleman

herewasexplainingit.

Martinus:Whataboutit?

Ximena:Wellitshowsthatyoumakingmoney..

Martinus:Weknow

Ximena:Right!Butlistenorlookatthis,thishere

doesn’tmakesenseatall.

Martinus:Elaborate

Finance:Areyougoingtoletanobodyanalyzemy

work?

Rodrigo:Callmywifeanobodyonemoretime

trigger!

Trigger:Nobutyoucan’tletheranalyzemywork,

whatdoessheknow?

Martinus:IwasstilllisteningandIwouldliketo

continue.(therewassilenceandhesignaledforme

tocontinue)

Ximena:AsIwassayingbeforebeingrudely



interrupted,here,Iwilljustsayherebecausethe

spreadsheetdoesn’tsaywhatthisiswhicham fine

withitbutyoushouldbemakingmorethan5million

amonthinsteadof2.5millionbecauseaccordingto

thefiguresshownhereifyoucalculateproperty

usingthecorrectaccountingsystem then5million

iswhatyoushouldbemaking.

Martinus:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Ximena:Thatcreativeaccountingwasusedhereto

stealfundsorcoverupexpensesthatshouldn’tbe

here,eitherwaymoneyismissinghere.

Martinus:Caretoexplainwhereourmoneygoes

trigger?

Trigger:I...mmm (clearingthroat)Imusthavemade

amistakewhendoingthebooksandbalancingthe

accounts.

Martinus:Whatdoyousaytothatlittlegirl?

Ximena:Right!IfthiswasonlythismonthIwould

agreeamistakewasmadebutifyoulookatthe

spreadsheet,let’slookatthe6months,seehereon

distributionsyoushouldhavemade8millionthis



monthbutcreativeaccountingwasusedandyou

onlymade6mil,ofwhich2millionisnotaccounted

for,alsolookatthesecondmonthonnewclients,

accordingtomycalculationswiththefigureshere

youshouldhavemade15milbecausethatiswhere

mostofyourmoneycomesfrom butinsteadyou

made13million.Soeverymonth2milor2,5million

goesmissing.

Martinus:Madesenseandwewilldealwithit

accordingly(IlookedatRodrigowithacornerofmy

eyeandhehadasidesmileandthatfueledmeto

continuetomynextreasonforstandingup)

Ximena:Nowmovingon,apologiesagainfortaking

yourtimeandovertakingyourmeeting.

Minister:Talkmamasitayouaresheddingsome

lightonalotofthingsherethatwewereblindsided

about.

Ximena:Thankyou.Nowyourmarketingisnotvery

effective,Iwon’tsaygopublicasIcanguessthat

whatyouselldoesn’trequirethepubliceye.



Rodrigo:Yourpointbeing?(hesoundsintimidating

andthatscaredmeabit)

Ximena:Mypointis,createanappthatcanbe

monitoredbytheadmintomakesurethateach

memberhasspeciallogindetailswheretheycan

makeordersandmakepaymentsontheappfor

theirorderandalsotracktheirorderontheapp.The

informationtherewillonlybeavailabletotheadmin

thatwillmonitorthesmoothrunningofeverything

andtheclienttochecktheiraccountsandorders.

Rodrigo:Thatwaynoonegoestodeliveranythingto

clients.

Ximena:Precisely,theordersgotothewarehouse

wherethepackerswillpacktheorderandscanit

whenitleavesthewarehouseandwhentheclient

getsitinsteadofsigninghewillscanthebarcode

withhisappanditwillupdateonoursideas

receivedaswell.Nopaperworkandnodealings

withdriversandall.

Martinus:SmartButWhataboutnewmembers?

Ximena:Nowwiththoseyouneedtoruna



backgroundcheck,notonlyjustbutathorough

backgroundchecktomakesurethatyoudon’thave

undercovercopsinfiltratingtheorganizationwithout

yourknowledgeandleaningyourways.afterthe

backgroundcheckthentheITwillsendhim alongto

theappandhewillenterlogindetailsandthat’sit.

Martinus:Rodrigo,bringhertoeverymeeting.

Rodrigo:Yougotit.

Minister:ThisisthefirstmeetingwhereIgottohear

exactlywheremymoneycomesfrom andgoesand

thisappthingwillsaveusalot.

Ximena:Nowtofinishoff,thepeoplewhoarehere

canhavespecializedappswheretheycanseewhen

andwherethenextmeetingis,whatemergencies

youhave,andsoforth.

Martinus:Thisisarealbusinesswoman,Rodrigome

meetingtomorrowtofinilizeeverythingandsortout

thematterathand.

Rodrigo:SenddetailsandIwillbethere,gentleman,

letmeleaveyounowit’salreadylate.



Martinus:Tomorrowmanandyoumamasitagood

work.(IwasproudofmyselfbutIwasn’taboutto

smilewithdruglordsortheywon’ttakemeseriously)

Ximena:Mypleasure.(RodrigoandIwalkedoutbut

IcouldseethattriggerwaspissedbutIcouldn’t

carelessbecauseIgainedmyselfmoreprotectorsin

thatmeeting.Triggerisafooltostealfrom adrug

lordandexpecttowalkscotfree.Imighthave

causedhim hislifewhichwouldhavehappened

soonerorlaterbuthisfamilywon’tlackathingwith

allthatmoneyhestole.Am girlonamissionandI

willachievemygoal)

Endofflashback.

That’showIownedthemeetingandearnedthe

respectofthenam thatkidnappedme.Nowhejust

says‘youareanaturalbabe,hadIknownbeforeyou

andIwouldbemorerichthanwealreadyare’whichI

gotevenknowwhathistalkingaboutbecauseam

notrich,theonlymoneyIhaveonmyaccountare



thePesobillshegivesmeformyallowancewhich

hemonitorsaswell.Butthatisnotwhyam doing

this,am doingthisforthelifehestolefrom me,for

mygrandma,formybrother,mysistersandforthe

loveofmylife.Vusistolefrom meandhisgoingto

paymebackwithinterest.

Joburg:

LisawasStickswe’restillavoidingeachother.Lisa

enjoyedthekissmorethanshethoughtshewould

andtoSticksitwaseverythinghehadbeen

fantasizingaboutsincethedayhefirstlaideyeson

her.Noweventhemostruthlessofgangstersare

afraidofrejectionwhichiswhySticksavoidedLisa,

hewantedtodragitaslongashecanashedoesn’t

wanttohearhertellmethatshecan’tbewithhim.

Thatwassomethinghewasnotwillingtolivewith,

Sticksneverfellinloveorfeltthewayhefeelsabout

Lisa.Heisstrictlyanocommitmentkindofguy,the

hitandruntypeasheusuallydescribeshimself.But



histimetherewasnorunningbecauseeverytimehe

closeshiseyesflashbacksofthekissinvadehis

mind.Hersoftmoansashekissedherfillhisears

anditdrovehim crazy,heleavesbeforeeveryone

wakesupandcomesbackatmidnightwhen

everyoneisinbedbutnotthistime.Thistimewhen

heopenhealmostdiedseeingLisainthelounge

layingonthecouchwatchingmovies.Hewenttoher.

Sticks:Shift(Lisamovedabitmakingspaceforhim

andhesaid)howareyou?

Lisa:Am goodjuststrugglingwithsleep.

Sticks:Icanstayupwithforawhileifyouwant.

Lisa:YoumustbetiredsoIdon’twanttobeabother.

Sticks:Notatall,Istrugglewithsleepmyselfsoit’s

good.

Lisa:Okaythen(theystayedsilentforawhileuntil

Sticksspoke)

Sticks:Am sorryIkissedyouthatday.

Lisa:Ilikeditsononeedtoapologize

Sticks:Youdid?



Lisa:YesIdidbutIknowwewillnotgetinvolved

thatwaysothatisokaytoo(Stickskeptquietfora

whilethenturnedherfacearoundtolookhim,he

lookeddeepintohereyesandslowlygotcloserto

heruntiltheirlipstouched)

Hekissedher,thekisswasslow,passionateand

fulfilling.Theybrokeitandlookedintoeachother’s

eyesandkissedagain.ThingsgotheatedandSticks

pickedherupandtookhertohisroom andclosed

thedoorbehindhim.
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Matatiele



Everyoneinthepalacewenttobedeventheguards

wenttoldnottopatrolatnightsothattheydon’tgo

wheretheyarenotsupposedtobe.Inthemiddleof

thenightitsoundedlikeawarzoneoutside,animals

makingnoise,thecows,thegoatsandotherwild

animalsoundsweremade.Somesoundedlikethey

wererightontheroofofthepalacewhileothers

soundedliketheyweresurroundingthepalace.

Everyoneinthepalacewasawakeexceptfor

Bukhosiwhowassleepinglikealogonhisbedand

evensnoringalittle.Bulelwawastemptedtogoand

lookifherdaughterwasalrightbutwasalsoscared

ofwhatmighthappentoherwhenshegoesout

there.Sosheresortedtogoingdownonherknees

andprayingforthesafetyofherdaughter,she

doesn’trememberwhenorhowshefellasleepbut

shewaswokenupbyaknockonthedoorandwhen

sheopenedhereyessherealizedthatitwas

morning,shestoodupandwenttoopenthedoor

andhermotherwastherealreadycleanandlooked

fresh.

Grandma:Theyareabouttogooutandslaughterthe



goatsandyouhavetobethere.

Bulelwa:Kantiwhattimeisit?

Grandma:Justafter5nowshowerquickly.

Bulelwa:Iwillbedowninamoment,howisshe?

Grandma:Howam Isupposedtoknowwhenthey

won’tallowanyonenearthatplacetillthetimeofthe

ritual.

Bulelwa:Am sorrymahthatwasastupidquestion.

Grandma:FinishupBulelwamaanIwanttoseemy

granddaughter.

Bulelwawentandtookaquickshowerandchanged.

Whenshewentoutthemaidencomeintocleanthe

room,shewentandeveryonewassittinginthe

lounge.

Bulelwa:Goodmorningandam sorrytokeepyou

waiting.

Nkosibuthe:Youlikethinkingyouareimportantdon’t

you.



Bulelwa:Idon’tfollowmyking.

Nkosibuthe:Good.

Bukhosicameincomingfrom outside.

Bukhosi:FatherIthinkit’stimeyougooutthereand

receiveyourguests.

Nkosibuthe:Whatguestsnow?

Bukhosi:Wellitseemsthatthewordhasspreadand

thereareroyalsatthegatewhichaskedtheguards

toputintheguestchamber.

Nkosibuthe:Iforgothowwordspreadsaroundhere.

Letmegogreetthem whileyoutellthemaidensto

preparesomethingforthem.

Bukhosi:Don’tbelongthechiefpriestjustarrived.

Nkosibuthe:It’sgoingtobealongday(hesaidand

leftgoingtoreceiveandgreettheguests)

ThepeoplethatjustarrivedweretheroyalsofMaluti,

whenthekingwasdonewiththem,hewentoutonly

tobemetbyagoddessaccompaniedbyherguards



andhewenttothem.

Nkosibuthe:Greetingsyourmajesty

Woman:Greetingsyourhighness,Iam princess

Nobukhosifrom thekingdom ofMdeninotfarfrom

MountfletcherandIam heretodayrepresentingmy

father.

Nkosibuthe:Nicetomeetyouprincess,Iam king

Nkosibutheofthiskingdom.Istheprincealso

coming(heaskedwantingtoknowiftheprincess

wasmarried)

Nobukhosi:Wedon’thaveaprinceinmykingdom

yourhighness.

Nkosibuthe:Ohnomyprincess,Imeantyour

husbandsothatwecanprepareforthebothofyou.

Nobukhosi:Ohnomyking,Inevermarriedandnow

thenumberofsuitorshavereduxsoIguessIam old

andunmarriedprincess.

Nkosibuthe:MayIaskwhythatis?

Nobukhosi:WellIwasaverypickypersoninmy

youthasaresultIrejectedeverysuitorthatdidn’t



meetmystandards.

Nkosibuthe:Am surethatmusthavedriventhe

queencrazy.

Nobukhosi:Hahahyouhavenoidea

Nkosibuthe:Letgoinsidemyprincess.

Nobukhosi:Icantwaittomeetthequeenbecauseif

thekingitthisniceandaccommodatingthequeen

mustbesomethingspecial.

Nkosibuthe:OhIdon’thaveaqueenmyprincess,

Am windowed.

Nobukhosi:Am sorrytohearthatmyking.

Nkosibuthe:Ohdon’tworryaboutit.

Theywentinsidethehouseandheaskedthe

maidenstotakegoodcareofher.Hewastakenby

theprincessthathewasn’teventhinkingstraight.It

wastimefortheritualtocommence,theking,

Bukhosi,andIminathi’sfamilywiththechiefpriest

wentbythekraalandwhentheygotthereiminathi

wassittingonthemattresswithhergoatsitting



rightnexttoher.Shewasstillweakbutwasbetter

thatwhatshewaswhenshecame.Shehadher

sightbackandcouldmovebutstillweak.Her

motherfellinherkneesinfrontofher.

Bulelwa:Ohmybaby,howareyoufeeling?

Iminathi:Letstalkaftertheritualbutam well.

Thechiefpriestwentaheadandsummonedthe

ancestorsandpleadedontheirbehalf.Whenhewas

donethegoatwasslaughteredtoappeasethe

ancestorsandthesecondonetoapologizefor

takingsolong.Thenacowfollowedandtheytook

Iminathiinthepalaceandlefttheyoungman

skinningthethegoatsandcow.Atthistimethe

palacewascrawlingwithpeople.Royalsfrom

differentkingdomsandthepeopleofthekingdom.

Themaidensandthewomenofthekingdom were

upanddowncookingwithbigpotstoaccommodate

everyone.

Nobukhosistoodupseeingthatthemaidensinthe

housewereoverwhelmedbytheworkload.Sheput



asidetheherroyalscepterandherblanketthengave

them tohermaidenthenwenttothekitchenand

startedboilingthepotatoesthatwerethereand

helpedoutwithmakingthesalads.

Maiden:Myprincessyoushouldn’tbedoingthat,

youareaguestinthispalaceandIwillgetinto

troubleiftheroyalfamilyfindsyouhere.

Nobukhosi:Youknowthatam aprincessinmy

kingdom nothereandpartofmerepresentingmy

familyismedoingwhatmaidensdoandthatiswork.

Maiden:Butyounotjustanymaidenbutaprincess.

Nobukhosi:Princessisjustatitle.WhileIam a

humanbeing,amaidenatthat.

Maiden:Theprincethatwillmarryyouwillbelucky

Nkosibuthe:Indeed(hesaidcomingin)Iwon’task

whyyouworkingmyprincessallIwillsayismy

thanks.

Nobukhosi:Mypleasuremyking.

Intheroom BulelwafinishedhelpingIminathibath



andwhentheywentbacktothebarroom amaiden

wasthereholdingatraditionallydesigneddress

Umbaco.

Maiden:Am sorrytocomeinunannouncedbutI

didn’twanttogointothebathroom asIheardyou

werebusy.

Bulelwa:It’sokaymydear.Whatbringsyouhere?

Maiden:Theprinceaskedmetobringthisdressfor

her.

Iminathi:Mynameisiminathimydear.

Maiden:Am sorrybutIdidn’tknowyourname,I

meantnodisrespect.

Iminathi:It’sokayiunderstand,canyoupleasebring

mesomefoodam readyhungry.

Maiden:Am sorrybuttheprincesaidyoushouldto

eatanythinguntilyoueatthemeatfirst.

Iminathi:Thankyouandsendmythankstothe

prince.

Maiden:Iwill.



Themaidenleft,iminathiworethedresstheprince

gotherandshesmiledalittlethinkingabouthow

wasbeing.Theyleftandwenttothekraalandshe

wasgiventhemeattoeatandafterthatthemaiden

gaveherfood.Thefestivitieswenton.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

Insert65

Colombia (notedited)

RodrigoandMartinushadremovedtriggers

permanentlyfrom thepicture.Theyarenowsittingin

oneoftheirmeetingswiththeministersandallthe

bigplayersinthegame.Theyweregiventhetestrun

oftheappbytheirITandnowaremeetingto



discusshowwellithasbeenworking.Theyarea

boardroom inoneoftheirhousestheyown,having

whiskey.

Rodrigo:Gentlemen,Ithinkweallknowwhyweare

heretoday,solet’sgettoit.

Martinus:WellIdidtryouttheappandImustsayit

workslikeadream.Iorderedakidneyfrom Mexico

anditarrivedherewithin11hours,Iscannedthe

codeanditupdated.

Minister:Iorderedforoneoftheclientsaliverfrom

SouthAfricaandIgotityesterday.

Rodrigo:Sothenomiddlemansituationisworking.

Martinus:It’sworkingbutIsuggestweputittothe

testforamonthandseewhathappens.

Minister:Isaywegivetheapptoeverymemberthen

wecanmonitorthesituationfrom there.

Rodrigo:Howisthemoneysituation?

Martinus:From WhatIhavegatheredwehavemade

morethesecoupleofdaythanwhatwemadewhen

triggerwasincharge.



Minister:Isaylet’sgivethebossladythe

responsibilityoftakingcareofthemoneybutjust

foramonth.

Martinus:Thatisagoodidea.

Rodrigo:AslongasyouguysaresureIdon’thavea

problem withit.

Minister:It’ssettledthenMissXimenaistakingover

financesandtheyoungbloodisdoingwondersandI

can’twaittoseewhatwillhappenoncetheappis

activeonallmembers.

Martinus:Greatthingsbrotherandfatbankaccount.

Rodrigo:Youcansaythatagain.Ifthereisnothing

elsethemeetingisadjourned.

Martinus:TillnexttimeGentlemen.

TheywenttheirseparatewaysandRodrigocouldn’t

waittogethomeandtellXimenathegoodnews,he

wasbothproudandexcitedthathisbabyis

followinghisfootstepsandisdoingwellatit.He

smiledtohimselfthinkingabouthowluckyheisto



havesuchaforcebyhisside.Tohim Ximenawas

reallyaforcetobereckonedwithandshewashis.

Hestartedattheflowershopandgotabouquetof

yellowrosesashehasnoticedhowmuchsheloves

yellowrosesandviolets.ShegotheraSwiss

chocolateandanicebottleofwine.Hedrovehome

andparkedthecar,henoticehergym bagonthe

couchinthelivingroom andknewthatsheisback

from training.Hetookthebacktoherroom and

knockedbuttherewasnoanswersohewentinand

heardtheshowerrunningandknewthatshewas

takingashower.Heplacedthebagonthebedand

wentouttothekitchenandwarmedupthefoodhe

gotandsetthetable.Thenouttheflowershegot

herinavaseandputthem onthetableascenter

piece,putthewineonthetableandhechocolates

byhersideofthetable.Ximenacomeintothedining

room andfoundanicesetupwhichwouldhave

madeherheartjumpforjoyhaditbeenBathandwa

whodidthatbutsheconvincedherselftoholdon

justlittlewhilelonger.Alsohopingthathestill

waitingforher.



Ximena:Thisisbeautiful!Whatistheoccasion?

Rodrigo:Am celebratinghavingthemostwonderful

womaninthewholeworld.

Ximena:Isthatme?

Rodrigo:YouAndnooneelse,youareeverythingto

meXimenawhichiswhyIrespectyousomuch,I

wantyoutotrustmeandknowthatIwouldneverto

anythingyounotreadyfor.Imighthavekidnapped

youbutthatwasjusttogetyoufarawayfrom

distractionssothatyoucanreallyseethekindof

personIam andIhopethatyouseeam notthatbad.

Ximena:Wowthatwasamouthful,canweeatam

starving.

Rodrigo:LetmegogetthefoodIdon’twantto

starvemywoman.(hewenttothekitchenandgot

thefoodandcamebackandservedher)

Ximena:Thankyou

Rodrigo:Thepleasureisallminemylady.

Ximena:WhatdidIdotodeservethesechocolates

andflowers?



Rodrigo:Youdidyou,andtheguyshavedecidedto

givetheresponsibilityoftakingcareofthebusiness

finances.

Ximena:WhatsectionwillIbetakingcareof?

Rodrigo:Allofit

Ximena:Whatdoyoumeanallofit?

Rodrigo:ItmeansthatIam nowlookingattheknew

financialmanagerofourorganization.

Ximena:Wowwhocameupwiththatidea.

Rodrigo:TheministersandMartinusbackedthem

up.Youhavethem babyyouhavethem wrapped

aroundyourfingerandeatingoutofthepalm ofyour

hand.

Ximena:Wowam honored,thankyou.

Rodrigo:Nothankyouforbeingamazing.

Theyareoverlightconversionandwhentheywere

doneRodrigosaidhisgoingtogym andXimenasaid

shewillstudy.SowhenRodrigoleftshecalledher



brotherbutcouldn’tgetholdofhim soshetriedthe

otherlinewhichshedoesn’tknowwhoitbelongsto

andStickspickedup.

Sticks:Sisters

Ximena:AreyouworkingwithmybrotherIcan’tget

holdofhim.

Sticks:Wearebrothersmeandhim andhetoldme

tokeepaneyeonthisline.Isthereaproblem?

Ximena:Nothereisnoproblem justthatnowam in.

Sticks:Howin?

Ximena:Financialmanageroftheorganizationin?

Sticks:Wowwowwowmysisteryougood,nowplay

yourgamecalmly,don’trushbecauseyouhavetime.

Don’tgivethem reasonstodoubtyou.Showthem

youaretrustworthyandcontinuebringingupnew

ideastobetterthebusinessandinnotimeyouwill

beessentialtothem.

Ximena:That’stheplan,Ijustwantedtoinform you

guysofmyprogress.

Sticks:Willletyourbrotherknow.



Ximena:Whereishe?

Sticks:HisinMatatieletheyhavesomeritualthere

buthewillbebacktomorrow.

Ximena:OhImissthose,Ievenmissthefood.

Sticks:Don’tworryIwillmakesurethatIorganize

somethingforyou.

Ximena:Thatwouldbenice,Ihavetogonow.

Sticks:Sure.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandrightthenLisagotin

andSticksstoodupandwenttoherandhuggedher.

Lisa:Whatwasthatfor?

Sticks:Whydidn’tyoutellmethatyouwerestillpure?

Lisa:WellIdon’tknowreally.

Sticks:YoushouldhavetoldmeandIwouldhave

madeyourfirsttimespecialandnowIfeellikeI

didn’ttreatyouright.

Lisa:Heydon’tsaythat,Iwantedyouasmuchas



youwantedme.Butyoucanmakeituptome.

Sticks:Anything

Lisa:IwanttogototheMaldives.

Sticks:Packyourbagsweleavingtomorrowevening.

Lisa:Areyousure?

Sticks:Morethansureandthankyoufortrustingme

withyourinnocenceIreallyappreciateitandIhopeI

didn’thurtyou

Lisa:ifyoudidn’thurtmewhenIwascrazyabout

Bukhosithenyoucanneverhurtmeagain.

Sticks:Thanksbabe

Lisa:Nothankyouforsavingmefrom myself

Sticks:It’sapleasuremydarkbeauty.

TheykissedandLisawenttoherroom topackfor

hertrip.ShewasexcitedaboutgoingbutAmanda

wasnotimpressedbytherelationshipthatLisaand

Stickshave.ShealwayswantedSticksbuthenever

sawherthatwaybutforaslongashewassingle



shehadhopethatonedayhewillseeheras

somethingmorethanjustthegirlherescued.

Iknowit’sshortandIwillmakeituptoyou.
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Joburg (notedited)

Jealouscanblindaperson,itcausesenvy,hatred

anddeceit.Hatredisaverystrongemotionthatcan

befeltbysomeoneforsomethingorsomeoneelse.

Usuallyinthesecases,thehatersdon’thavereasons

forhatingthepeopletheyhateit’sjustjealousymost

ofthetime,youwouldhearthem saythingslike,

Andimphiwangakelo(Idon’tlikethisperson)but



thequestioniswhotoldyoutogoaroundliking

everyone?Noonepeopleouttherearebusycarrying

otherpeople’sburdenswhiletheownersfeellighter

becauseyoudecidedtotaketheirproblemsupon

yourself.Youmadeityourbusinesstoknowtheir

businessbutthesadthingaboutthatisthatyou

don’tgetanythingbydoingthat.Jealouspeople

don’tprogressinlifebecausetheyspendtime

gettingtoknowotherpeople’sbusinessinsteadof

focusingontheirownissuesandbettering

themselves.

AmandacameintothekitchenwhileLisawashaving

acupofcoffeeandsawthesuitcases.Shewentand

satnexttoherandpouredherselfacup.

Amanda:Ntombazanayintoningemithwaloekuseni

(girlwhatbisitwithbagsinthemorning?)

Lisa:Am goingawayforawhile.

Amanda:Howlongisawhileandwithwhom areyou

going?

Lisa:Weekendandam goingwithSticks.



Amanda:Whereto?

Lisa:Maldives

Amanda:Businessofpleasure?

Lisa:Haiboyintoniimibuzoengaka?(what’swithso

manyquestions?)

Amanda:Youdon’thavetotellmeam justasking.

Lisa:Oh

Amanda:Soyounotgoingtotellme?

Lisa:Amanda,IseehowyoulookatSticksandIsee

thatyouhaveathingforhim soIwillnotdiscussmy

businesswithhim withyou.

Amanda:Eyonantouyafikakeaphanjeba

sewuzibambatsolongam nje(youarenewhereso

don’tbeclearwithme)

Lisa:It’snotaboutbeingcleaverorstupid,it’sabout

knowingwhattoshareandwithwho.

Amanda:Butyouusedtotellmeeverythingandnow

allofasuddenyouhaveaproblem withsharing.

(Stickswasnowstandingbythedoorbehindthem



listening)

Lisa:Amanda,apersonneedstoknowwhattoshare

andwhentoshareit.Aswellaswhotoshareitwith.

Am Inotgoingtodiscussmybusinesswithyou

forgiveit.

Amanda:Mamelakentombazana,uBhutilowalapha

wenaozidlangayeakangomntuwamidyoloso

uzijongentombazanangobauzokhubeka.(look

heregirl,themanofthishouseisnotarelationship

kindofperson,solookafteryourselfbecauseyou

willgethurt)

Lisa:Ifhisplayingwithmethenthat’shisproblem.

Wedon’tchoosewhotoloveandwecan’tforce

peopletoloveusbackandthatIhavelearntthehard

way.

Amanda:Uzuzenzeonamavakewenaaphakum

kodwaungakhaliekugqibeleni(actwisewithmebut

don’tcryintheend)

Sticksgottiredoflisteningtothisandcalled

Amanda.

Sticks:Amanda!



Amanda:Buthi(Brother)

Sticks:Whatisyourproblem withmeorLisa?

Amanda:NoIhavenoproblem withyouandwill

neverhaveaproblem withyou.

Sticks:Sothepersonyouhaveaproblem withis

Lisa?

Amanda:That’snotwhatam saying.

Sticks:Thenwhatareyousaying?

Amanda:Nothing

Sticks:Itbetterbenothing(hetookthebagsand

wentouttoputthem inthecar)

Amanda:Soyouevengothim tofightyourbattles.

Lisa:Ineveraskedhim tobecauseam morethan

capableofdoingsomyself.

Amanda:Keepfoolingyourselfbecauseoneofthese

daysyourfightingskillswillnotmeananything,mark

mywords.(sheleftherthereandwenttoherroom

whileStickscameandtookherhandandthenthey

wenttothecarandleft)



Matatiele:

Iminathiwasgettingbettereachdayandthat

pleasedBukhosi.Todayisthedayherparentsgo

backhomesothattheycangoprepareforthe

negotiations.Iminathiwasexcitedaboutthisbut

scaredatthesametimeaboutmovingtoanew

homebutnotjustanynewhomebutaroyalpalace.

Shewasgoingtobeaprincessoftheland.

Bulelwa:Ohmybabygirl,youaresoontoleave

homeandcomeliveinthisenormouspalace.Am

proudofyoubabyandam scaredforyouatthe

sametime.FormemarriagewashellbutIhopeit

willbejoyousforyou.

Grandma:YourMotherisrightmychild,youareour

prideandjoy,Ionlyhadyourmotherandsheonly

hadyou.WewereneverblessedwithmanykidsbutI

hopethatyouwillbeblessedwithmorethanone

childsothatyoucangrowthispalaceandbethe

queenthegodwantyoutobe.



Iminathi:whydoyoubothtalklikeyouwillneversee

meagain?Am goinghomeforlobolaandIwillvisit

myhomeeverychanceIget.

Bulelwa:Butyouhearthattheprinceslivesin

Mthathasothechancesofseeingyouwillbeslim.

Iminathi:EvenSoMotherIwillvisitandcallyouall

thetime.

Bulelwa:OkaybutwhatIwantfrom isforyouto

leaveifthemarriageisnotwhatyouwanttobe.

Don’tbelikemebabygirl,don’tstayuntilyouresent

him becauseitisnothealthy.Ifhedoesn’tlistento

youorrespectyouleavebecauseyouhaveahome.

Bukhosi:Iam notgoingtopromiseyourdaughter

theworld,thehavenandthestars.Am humanand

am goingtomakemistakesnotoneortwobutalot

ofthem butwhatisimportantisforyourdaughterto

speakupandputmeinlikejustlikeIwilldotoher

becausethatishowwewillgrowtogetherinthis

marriage.(hesaidashecamein)

Grandma:Iforonelikethefactthatyounotmaking

promisesthatyouwillnotkeepandIlikethefactthe



youadmitthatmistakesyouwillmakeandtoerris

humanandtoforgiveisdivine.

Bukhosi:Thankyoumah.

Grandma:Am notgoingtolie,Ilikethefactthat

thereisnototherwomanherethatmy

granddaughterwillbefightingwithortrytoprove

herselfto.

Bukhosi:Theonlypersonshewillhavetoprove

herselftoismeandnooneelse.

Iminathi:Mythanksmyprince.

Bukhosi:IwillbegoingtoMthathaforacoupleof

daysbutIwillbebackforthenegotiations.

Bulelwa:Wewillseeyouwhenyoucomebackthen

myprince.

Grandma:Areweallowedtotakeherhometoawait

thenegotiations?

Bukhosi:Ofcoursemah,wewouldn’tkeepherhere

beforewedorightbyherandherfamily.

Bulelwa:Thatisgoodtohear,whereisthekingto

thatwecanbutfarewell?



Bukhosi:Iwillgoandcallhim.

Bukhosileftgoingtofindhisfatherandfoundhim in

theHardingtalkingonthephonewithawidesmile

onhisface.Hestoodtherewaitingforhim tofinish

buthejustputhishandoverthephone.

Nkosibuthe:SonWhatisit?

Bukhosi:Theguestsareleavingandwantedtobuy

youfarewell.

Nkosibuthe:ThenTellthem Isaidgoodbyeandwe

willseethem atthenegotiations.

Bukhosi:Father!

Nkosibuthe:NoBukhosiyouhaveyourwomanlet

metryandgetmyselfoneaswell.

Bukhosi:Ohasyouwish.

Helefthim andwenttoinform theguestsandthey

left.Hecamebacktothehouseandtookouthis

phoneandhehadamessagefrom Stickstellinghim

abouttalkingtoAsithandileandgoingawayfora

week.Hereadthemessageandcalledhiscontactin



Colombiatogetfeedback.Itrangandhepickedup

immediately.

Convo:

Bukhosi:Machete!

Marchete:Power

Bukhosi:It’stime

Marchate:ForWhichjob?

Bukhosi:Thefamily,IwillbeinLondontomorrow

andIwantthem therebecauseIdon’twanttoget

outofthejet.

Marchete:Done!

Bukhosi:Makeitclean,thereisachildinvolvedin

this.

Marchete:SureBossdoesthefatherknow?

Bukhosi:Noandhedoesn’thavetoknow,Iwanthim

toappearinnocentinthiswhenasked.

Marchete:Gotit.

Bukhosi:Mysister?



Marchete:DoingGreatAndseemstobemovingup

theladderfast.

Bukhosi:Thesoonerthisisoverthebetter.

Marchete:SureBoss.

Hehandupandorganizedajetforhim toLondon

fortheevening.Hegotupandwenttohisroom and

packedafewthingsandhewasoffaftersendinga

messagetohisfather.

Nomthandazowasworriedaboutherson,heacts

likehisOkaybutshecanseethathisnothimself.In

facthewasneverhimselfsincehisgirlfriendwas

kidnapped.

Nomthandazo:Bathandwa

Bathandwa:Yesmam

Nomthandazo:Howisschool?

Bathandwa:Schoolisfineandasyouknowthatam

doingmylastyearnextyearso..

Nomthandazo:That’sgoodtoknow,sohowareyou



really?

Bathandwa:Am finemahnocomplaints.

Nomthandazo:BathandwadidyouforgetthatIgave

birthtoyou?

Bathandwa:NohowcanIforgetthat?

Nomthandazo:Thenwhyareyoudoingthisto

yourself?

Bathandwa:MotherIdidn’tdoanythingtomyselfam

fine.

Nomthandazo:Okaythenifyoufinewhyareyounot

movingon?WhatyoudoingisnothealthyandIhate

seeingyoulikethis,notevenwhenLindacheated

youwereneverlikethis.

Bathandwa:ThedifferencebetweenAsithandileand

LindaisthatLindaisalierandAsithandileisnot.

LindacheatedandAsithandilewaskidnappedso

pleastellmewhywouldIgiveuponher?

Nomthandazo:Becauseyoudon’tknowifshe’sdead

oralivewhereversheis.

Bathandwa:YourightIdon’tknowbutwhatIdo



knowisthatImightbethereasonshe’sfighting

everydaytocomehomeandam notgoingtolether

down.

Nomthandazo:It’sbeen9monthsBathandwaand

theyearendsinamonth,howlongareyouwillingto

wait?

Bathandwa:Letmemakeyouadeal,ifbythetimeI

graduateshe’sstillnotfoundthem Iwillmoveon,

howisthat?

Nomthandazo:Bathandwayouonlygraduatingin13

months.

Bathandwa:ExactlyBecauseIfImoveonnowI

mightbedistractedatschoolandIdon’twantthat,I

wanttograduateandmakesomethingofmyself.

Nomthandazo:FineButafteryourgraduationIdon’t

wanttohearexcusesandpleastrytolivealittle,

lookatyou,youevenlostweight.

Bathandwa:Motheram fine,reallyIam.

Nomthandazo:Ifyousayso.



Bathandwa:Asithandileyoubettergivemesignthat

youarelivebeforeIgraduatebecausethiswoman

willnotletmerest.Givemeasignthatyoustillwith

memyloveandIwillholdontillyoureturn.
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London (notedited)

BukhosihasjustlandedinLondonandiswaitingfor

hisguytocomewithPedro’sfamily.Hedidsaythat

hedoesn’twanttogetoffthejetsoI’m 20minutes

afterthejetlandedtheguycamewiththelittlegirl

andhermother.Heshowedthem Inandtoldthem to

getcomfortable,thelittlegirlwasalittlescared

becauseshedidn’tknowwhatwashappeningbut

themotherwasfinebecauseherhusbandtoldher



thattimewhenhegaveherthedevicesthatpeople

willcomeandtakethem away.Soherbeingher

meantthatherhusbandkepthispromiseoftaking

them outofthatplace.OutsideBukhosiwastalking

tohisguys.

Bukhosi:Howdiditgo?

Guy:Verywellboss.

Bukhosi:Witnesses?

Guy:Nowetookthem whiletheguardswere

changingshiftsandbusygossipinglikewomenso

noneofthem sawanything.

Bukhosi:Jobwelldone!Howismysister?

Guy:Sheissafeanditlookslikeshe’sgainingthe

trustofthepeoplethere,thatguytookuswithhim

tothemeetingwheretheyagreedtomakeherthe

financemanageroftheirentireorganizationsoyour

sisterisgood.

Bukhosi:NowThatsoundslikesomeonewho’s

relatedtome.(hesaidsmiling)keepaneyeonher

andifyouhearanywhisperstalktomeimmediately.



Guy:Sureboss,letmegetgoingmyshiftstartsinan

hoursoIhavetobetheresothattheydon’tsuspect

anything.

Bukhosi;Goodletmealsogetgoing,tellmeif

anythingandIhaveorganizedanotherjetfrom

EmilianoitwillgetyoutoColombiain45minutes.

Guy:Thankyouboss.

Bukhosi:Youknowwhathappenswithpaymentright?

Guy:Alrightgotitboss.

Bukhosi:Surething.

TheguyleftandBukhosiwenttothejetandthe

womanandchildwerenicelyseatedandeating.

Bukhosi:DoyouunderstandEnglish?

Val:Yeswedo,atschooltheyteachustowecan

communicatewithpeoplelikeyou(Bukhosilaughed

alittlebecausethelittlewascute)

Bukhosi:Okaymissywhatisyourname?

Val:Am ValeriemymotherisIvonisiaandmydadis

Pedro.



Bukhosi:Ohwow,tellyouwhat,meyouandyour

mom aregoingtoSouthAfrica.

Val:Whereisthat?

Bukhosi:Somewherefarfrom here.

Val:Isdaddygoingtobethere?

Ivy:Daddyisgoingtojoinussoonmydarling.

Val:Okaymommybutwhataboutschool?DoIget

togobacknow?

Bukhosi:Ofcourseyougoingbacktoschool,your

daddyfoundyouthebestschoolwiththenicestkids

andabigplayground.

Val:YeeeehmommyIgettogotoschool.

Ivy:Yesyoudoareyouexcited?

Val:Verymuch.

Bukhosi:Okaythereisabedinhereincaseyouwant

tosleep,wewillbeinSouthAfricainthenext2

hoursandifyouwantanythingasktheattendants.

Ivy:Thankyou.



Bukhosi:Mypleasure.

HewenttotheothersideandmadeacalltoJacob

andheansweredonthethirdring.

Convo:

Jacob:Bozza

Bukhosi:Isthehouseready?

Jacob:Yesboss

Bukhosi:Theschool,thehelp,thesecurityandthe

driver?

Jacob:AllsortedevenajobfortheMrsatthe

restaurant?

Bukhosi:Waitressing?

Jacob:Noboss,Ireadinherfilethatsheisachefso

shewillbeworkingthedayshiftwhiletheoriginal

cheftakesthenight.Butonthefirsttwodaysthey

willbetogethersothathecanshowhertherobes.

Bukhosi:GoodjobJacob,whenisStickscoming

back?



Jacob:Hesaidin3days,themanisinlove.

Bukhosi:Thenyoushouldbehappybecausehe

won’tbegrumpyallthetime.

Jacob:NowthatyouputitthatwayIwillbemore

appreciativeoftherelationship.

Bukhosi:GreatIwillseeyousoon.

Jacob:SuremeetyouatORTambo

Bukhosi:Sure.

Colombia:

Pedrowenttovisithisfamilyasperusual,hedrove

totheplaceandwhenhegottherethesecuritywas

tight.Hewonderedwhatisgoingonbutdecidedto

pushitasideanddrovein.Heparkedinthereand

gotoutthecarandbythattimethesecuritywas

alreadybyhisside.

Pedro:Whatisit?Areyougoingtosearchme

outsidenow?



Security:Nobutwecan’tletyouin

Pedro:Why?Thatismyfamilyinthere

Security:I..i...

Pedro:Stopstutteringandtellmewhattheproblem

is.

Security:Wellthetheyaregone

Pedro:Whatdoyoumeantheyaregone?

Security:Wellwhenthecookwenttogivethem

breakfasttheywerenotthere.Theyaregone.

Pedro:youtellingmethatwithallofyouhere

someonecameinandtookthem.

Security:Well...?

PedroleftanddrovetoRodrigo’sworkplace,he

wasworriedbecausehedidn’tknowforsurethat

powertookthem becausehedidn’tsayanythingor

Pedrohadsomethingtodowithit.Hegotthereand

thereceptionisttriedtostophim buthepushedher

asideandwenttohisofficeandhewaswithanother

guyinwhatseemslikeameetingbutassoonashe

sawhim hestoodup.



Rodrigo:Let’scontinuethisinanhourOkay(theguy

noddedandstoodupandleft)

Rodrigo:Whatseemstobetheproblem?

Pedro:Youtellme!

Rodrigo:Iwouldn’taskifIknewnowtellme.

Pedro:WhereismyfamilyRodrigo?

Rodrigo:Nowyoudon’tknowwheretheyarekeptor

youjusthereplayinggames?

Pedro:Lookam notheretoplaygamesmyfamilyis

goneandyoudamnsecuritydoesn’tknowwhere

theyare!(hebangedthetable)

Rodrigo:Whatdoyoumeanbecausethesecurity

didn’ttellmeanything?

Pedro:Becausethosefoolsareafraidofyou!

Rodrigodidn’tanswerbuthetookouthisphoneand

calledthesecurityandtheyconfirmedthatthe

familyisgonebuttheydon’tknowhow.Thereisno

forceentry.HedroppedthecallandlookedPedro.

Rodrigo:Lookwewillfindyourfamily.



Pedro:Howdidyoulosethem inthefirstplace?You

promisedmetheywillbesafeandnowtheyare

gone.Soyoubetterfindthem oram leavingthis

placetogolookforthem myself.

Rodrigo:Lookgivemeaweektofindthem andifI

don’tthenyoucangolookforthem.

Pedro:Andyouwillletmegothateasybecause?

Rodrigo:BecauseIfailedyouman,Imadeyoua

promiseandIfailedsoIknowhowmuchyourfamily

meanstoyouandyoulostthem undermyprotection

soIwillletyougoandlookforthem.

Pedro:Itoldyouthatthiswasdangerousandmy

familywillbeindangerandnowtheyaregone.Look

forthem Rodrigoandifyoudon’tfindthem m going

tofindthem myselfandpleasetopraythattheyare

alivebecauseifnotam comingafteryou.

Rodrigo:Lookam notscaredofyou,justbecauseI

saidIwilllookforthem doesn’tmeanam scaredof

yousowatchwhatyousay.

Pedro:Oryoushouldbescared.



Heleftandwonderedifpowerandhispeopletook

hisfamilyornot.Nooneiscontactinghim andhis

worriedforhisfamily’ssafety.
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Joburg (notedited)

BukhosivaseNkomanziarrivedinJoburgandJacob

waswaitingforhim.Theygotintothecaranddrove

offtothehousetheypreparedforthem inthe

suburbsofPretoria.Thehousewasfourbedrooms

andhadanupstairswith2bathrooms,aplayroom

andabigopenplankitchenandalounge.The

gardenwasalsonotsobad,itwasfullofredroses,



yellowrosesandblueviolets.Itwasbeautifulindeed.

Thesecuritywastherebutitdidn’tseem sotightto

theneighborsatitseemedlikejustonesecurity

guardandagardener.Butinactualfactthegardener

isoneofthesecuritydetail.Theygotinandthey

wereshownthehouseandtheylovedit.Bukhosigot

acallfrom hisfatherandwentouttoanswerit.

Convo:

Nkosibuthe:Bukhosi

Bukhosi:Father

Nkosibuthe:Yournegotiationsarestartingtomorrow

andIneedyouhere,bringyourmotherandyour

sisterssothattheycanshowyousupportandit’s

timethepeoplegottoknowtheirprincesses.

Bukhosi:That’sfunnybecauseoneofthem isnot

marryingaroyal.

Nkosibuthe:Noroyalwillmakemeforcemychildren

todosomethingtheydon’twanttodo.Sotheycan

bothmarrythemantheychoseandifthepeopleof

Nkomanzihaveaproblem withthattheycan

addressitwiththeking.



Bukhosi:That’snotaproblem thenkingtheywill

cometoyou.

Nkosibuthe:Whosaidanythingaboutme?

Bukhosi:Haibokantingubaniinkosiapha?(Haibo

Whoisthekinghere?)

Nkosibuthe:Youaresinceyouapprovedtheyoung

mansothepeoplewillcometoyou.

Bukhosi:WOW Fathersoyouthrowingmeunderthe

bus?

Nkosibuthe:Youaskedforitnowpleasecomehome.

Bukhosi:Am injoburgandIwillbehometomorrow,I

willstartinMthathaandpickupthesistersbefore

drivingdownthere.

Nkosibuthe:GoodButhurryIwanttoseemywoman.

Bukhosi:WOW Ididn’tknowwehaveanewmother

already.

Nkosibuthe:NobukhosiisnotyourmotheryetuntilI

makeanhonestwomanoutofherifshewouldlet

me.



Bukhosi:Okaysothereasonyouwantthesisters

thereistoseeiftheylikeherornotbeforeyoumake

yourmove.

Nkosibuthe:Yes!Godyouknowhowdramatic

Ncebakazicanbe,Icanimaginewhatshewillsayto

thepoorwomanifshedoesn’tlikeher.

Bukhosi:Fatheryouhavetounderstandonething,

mysisteraregrownwomenwhowillsoonleave

hometobuildtheirownwiththeirhusbands,you

can’tputyourlifeonholdlikethisandbesidesyou

notgettingyounger.

Nkosibuthe:FutsekBukhosi!Whosaidam old?

Bukhosi:HahawellyoudidFatherme,Ncebakazi

andZodwasoaddtheiragesandyouwillgethow

oldyouare.

Nkosibuthe:Boydidyouseemyabs?Thisbodyis

thatofayoungman.

Bukhosi:Wowdadsowecomparingbodiesnowand

abs(Nkosibutheontheotherendwassmilinglikea

retardbecauseitisthefirsttimeBukhosicalledhim

dad,it’salwaysfathertohim andbeingformal)



Nkosibuthe:Wellboy!Itoldyoutohitthegym,look

atyounowbeingout-stagedbyyouroldmanand

evenmywomanishot.

Bukhosi:Hahahwheredidyouhearwhatyousaying?

Andwhatdoyouknowabouthot?

Nkosibuthe:Youthinklivingwithtwogirlsinthe

housethatgocrazyoverguysontvisajokeIsee.

Bukhosi:Wellmywomanishotterthanyoursandis

youngerjustlikeme.

Nkosibuthe:Asitshouldbebutmineisahotmiddle

agedvirginboy!Takethathaha.

Bukhosi:Mineispuretoodadsoweeven.

Nkosibuthe:Hahajustgetmykidsandcomehome.

Bukhosi:WOW yourkidshuh?Sowhatam IThen?

Nkosibuthe:Aking!(hesaidanddroppedthecall

beforehecouldanswer)

Bukhosi:WOW thisoldmanisgoingtogivemegrey

hair!Whatam Ievensayinghisalreadygivinggrey

hair.(hesaidsmilinglookingathisphone)



HewentbackinsideandIvonisiahadalready

claimedthekitchen,thearomathatcamefrom there

madeBukhosirememberthathedidn’teatanything

forthepasttwosdayssincehewastraveling(I

needtogetmyselfawifenow)hethoughttohimself.

Bukhosi:SmellsGoodinhere

Ivy:Wellthefoodisalmostready,thismywayof

sayingthankyouforgettingusoutofthere.

Bukhosi:Noneedtothankme,youhusbandandI

workverywelltogether.

Ivy:WellthankyouanywayandVallovesherroom.

Shesaysit’smuchbetterandbiggerthantheroom

shehadbackhomeinColombia.Am nottalking

abouttheplayroom,Icouldn’tgetheroutofthere.

Bukhosi:Am gladyoubothlikethehouse,youhave

adriverthatwilldriveyouaroundandajobatmy

restaurantasachef.Theyareexpectingyouon

MondaysosincetodayisFridayyoucanrestandgo

shoppingovertheweekendforeverythingyoumight

need.



Ivy:Thankyousomuch,Ireadymissedworking.

Thosemenruinedeverythingwhentheytookus

from ourhome.

Bukhosi:Don’tworry,everythingisalrightnow,you

andValwillgetyourlifebackandonedayyouwant

togobacktoColombiathatcanbearrangedtoo.

Ivy:Colombiaisnolongerhomeformeanymoreand

Iknowit’snolongerhometoValaswell.My

daughtersufferedalotbackthereandam even

surprisedsheisstillasbubblyasshealwayshas

been.

Bukhosi:Sheisachildshewilladjust.

Ivy:Getthesecurityguyandtheonewedrovehere

withsothatwecanhavesomelunch.

Bukhosi:Yesmam.

HewentoutandcalledJacobandtheothersecurity

guyaswellastheonewhoisagardener.Theyall

wentinandValandIvywerealreadyatthetable,Ivy

Bless’sthefoodandtheyate.



Jacob:Bosscanwehaveherasachefathome

insteadoftherestaurant?

Bukhosi:Youcrazy!Youwanttoeatgoodfood

everyday?

Jacob:Thereisnoharm inthat.

Bukhosi:GetawifeJacob(theylaughedand

continuedeating)

AfterthemealJacobandBukhosisaidtheir

goodbyesandleftgoingtotheairportsothat

Bukhosicangobackhome.Jacobdroppedhim off

andhewasofftoMthatha.Whenhegotthereoneof

hisguyswasalreadywaitingtodrivehim home.

TheydrovehomeanwhenhegotthereNcebakazi

wasonherwayoutwithLuxolo.

Bukhosi:Heysis(theyhugged)

Ncebakazi;Heybro,Igoingoutandwelcomeback

mamawillbehappytoseeyou.

Bukhosi;Luxolocanyoutakearaincheckonthis

one?WeareneededathomeandIjustcamehereto

pickthem up.



Luxolo:Notaproblem bro,Iwillseeyouwhenyou

comebackOkay.

Ncebakazi:OkayBabe,talkaboutdressingupfor

nothing.

Bukhosi:Sorrysisbutwereallyneedtogo.

Ncebakazi:FinegotellZodwaandmamasolong

whileIsaymygoodbyes.

Bukhosi:Sure

BukhosiwentintothehouseandNosakheleand

Zodwawereeatingdinner.

Bukhosi:Goodeveningfamily

Nosakhele:EveningBukhosi,howareyouchild?I

hardlyseeyou.

Bukhosi:Am finemamaIhavejustbeenbusy,but

todaywearegoingtoMatatieletogether.

Zodwa:HowNicenowam goingtocomebacktoan

emptyhouseafterwork.

Bukhosi;Ohnosisterweareallgoing,Mylobola



negotiationsstarttomorrowandweallhavetobe

there.

Zodwa:OhwellIcan’twait,am goingtopackforthe

bothofusmama.

Nosakhele:Gochild.

ZodwawenttopackabagforherselfandNosakhele.

Ncebakazicameinandhelpedherwiththepacking

andwhentheyweredoneBukhositookashower

andtheyleft.AllroadsheadingtoMatatiele.

Encokovillage

ThechiefMqwathiandhiswifeNokonwabawere

havingtheirsupperwhenthechiefpriestcamein.

Chief:PhakamaMqwathikonakele(getupMqwathi

wehavetrouble)

Mqwathi:WhatisitChief?

Chief:Willyoustopaskingquestionsandcomewith



me(Mqwathistoodupandfollowedthechiefpriest,

Nokonwabadidthesamething)theygotoutside

andwenttowardsthegateandlookeddownhill.

Chief:Lookatthat(hesaidshowinghim

Asithandile’shome)

Nokonwaba:OhmyGodisAsithandilebackhome?

Chief:Nomydearqueen,thatwhatyouseethereis

thelightofaspritghost.Youarerunningoutoftime

Mqwathi.

Mqwathi:Who’sspiritghostcouldthatbe?

Chief:Theoneandonlymotheroftheprincessof

thisvillage.Sheisbackandwhatsheisdoingis

demandingattentionbecauseeveryonecanherthat

light.

Mqwathi:Thatwillalarm thevillagersanditwill

causepanic.

Chief:Exactly!

Mqwathi:Wehavetodoaritualheretotryand

reasonwithherorelsethatwon’tstopandam afraid

morewillcomeifsheisnotpleasedwithwhatwedo.



Mqwathi:Can’twejustdoitatherhome?

Chief:Areyoureadytotellthepeoplewhatyouhave

done?Becausethatiswhatshewants.

Mqwathilookeddowninembarrassment.

Chief:Ithoughtasmuch.

Hesaidandleftthem standingthere,atAsithandile’s

homeandlightwasmovingaroundasifsomeone

wasbusyinandoutthehouse.Noonecouldready

seeanythingbutthelightthatkeptmovinginand

outofthehouse.
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Matatiele (notedited)

TheroyalfamilyarrivedinMatatielelateintheeven

andthekingNkosibuthewaswaitingforbutas

usualthemomenttheprincesetfootinthepalace

hechangedintothebeastghostandranouttothe

royalburialsiteleavinghissiblingsandmother

faintingbeingandthekingtryingtorevivethem.The

wayhedamagedthecarwasbeyondtheothertimes

hisdoneit,whichisthereasonwhyhissiblingsand

motherfaintedastheyweretooshockedto

comprehendwhathadhappened.Theking

Nkosibutheaskedtheguardstogetthem intothe

palacesothattheycanbetakencareof.Eventhe

guardshadalreadytakencoverbecausetheyknew

theprinceandhowhebehaveswhenhearrivesat

thepalace.Thekinghadtoshoutcallingforthem to

comeandassistwiththeroyalfamily.Theywere

takeninsidethepalaceandthemaidenswentand

lookedafterthem untiltheyareokay.Bukhosibase

Nkomanziwasattheburialsitebuttodaywas



different,hewasnotsittingontopofhisgrand

father’sgravethistimebutatthetopofthegateof

theburialsite.Theweatherstartedtochangeatthe

kingdom andnowthunderwasrumblinglikean

upsetstomachinthesky,showingthatrainisabout

tofallanymomentnow.Thekingwentoutsideto

checkwhatisgoingonbecausetheweatherhad

beenokayuntiltheygotthere.Whenhelookedupin

theskywhathesawhewasn’treadyfor,hewent

backtothehouseandstartedpacingupanddown

andsweatinglikehisbeeninasteam room.The

guardscamerunningtothepalaceandbaligila

ngesifubaucangaxabengena(theguardswent

runningtothepalaceopeningthedoorwiththeir

chestsasiftheywerebeingchasedbysomeoneor

something)thekinglookedatthem waitingforthem

tosaysomethingbuttheyweresweatingasmuch

ashewas,theycouldn’ttalkandsaywhatthe

problem isbutonecouldseeintheirfacesthatwhat

theyhaveseenissomethingthatscaredthem half

todeath.

Nkosibuthe:Areyougoingtojuststandthereorare



yougoingtotalk?(hesaidwithasternvoice,with

hishandkerchiefinhandthatwassoakingwetwith

hissweat)

Guard:Mykingexplainingitwillnotgiveyouaclear

explanationsoIthinkyoushouldgooutsideandsee

foryourselfwhatisoutthere.(thekingknewright

thereandthenthattheyhaveseenthesamething

thathehasandhewasnotwillingtogoandlookthe

secondtime)

AttheburialsitePowerwasouttoplaybuthe

wasn’talone,ashewasstandingbythegateofthe

burialsitehisgrandfatherwasbesidehim.The

otherfallenroyalswerewakingupfrom theirgraves

butlittledidtheyknowthateverypersonthatdiedin

thekingdom aroundthetimesthekingsandqueens

diedalsowokeup.Thepalacelookedlikethe

graveyard,inthekingdom itwasliketheywere

celebratingthedayofthedeathastheyallrose

aroundthesametime.Theroyalswerestillwearing

theroyalattiresthattheywereburiedwithasthe

Xhosapeoplesaythatakingwearsisinxibamxhaka



meaningtheroyalattires.

BackatthepalaceNosakhele,Mcebakaziand

Zodwawokeup,theyfeltliketheyweredreaming.

Theyheardvoicescomingfrom downstairsandthey

madetheirwaytowhereeveryonewas.Allthe

guards,themaidens,thekitchenworkersandthe

gardenerswereallinthepalacelookedlikethey

havejustseenaghost.Theyassumedthattheyalso

sawwhathappenedwhentheyarrivedthatiswhy

theywerescared.

Nosakhele:Iphiinkosi!(Whereistheking?Noone

answered)nditheuphiuNkosibuthe!Okanye

nizizimumi(IsaidaskedwhereNkosibutheis!Or

youaremute)

Nkosibuthe:Am heremahcomethisway(helead

them tooneoftheroomsinthepalace)

Nosakhele:KwenzekantoniaphaNkosibuthe?

(whatishappeninghereNkosibuthe?)

Nkosibuthe:MahIreallydon’tknow,whatIdoknow

isthateverytimeBukhosicomesherehedoesthat

whichiswhyhealwayscomesbackhomewitha



differentcar.

Nosakhele:Utheniumntanam?Ubulewe?(whatis

wrongwithmychild?Ishepossessed?)

Nkosibuthe:WellYesimeanno

Nosakhele:Whichoneisit?

Nkosibuthe:It’scomplicatedmah.

Ncebakazi:Tatasinobusukubonke,sixelele

kwenzekantoni?(fatherwehavethewholenight,

telluswhatisgoingon?)

Nkosibuthe:Meexplainingonethingisnotgoingto

help,golookoutsideandtellmeifyoustillwantto

talkaboutthisminorthingyousaw.

Zodwa:Howcanyousayminorfatherwhenour

brotherturnedintoananimalrightinfrontofus?

Nkosibuthe:Goandlookoutsidethenyoucanask

questionsifyoustillcan(Nosakhele,Ncebakaziand

Zodwawenttotheloungeandstraighttothefront

doorbutwhentheywereabouttoopenthepeople

insidethepalacemovedfurtherintothepalaceand

awayfrom thedoor)



Nosakhele:Yomihlolakodwale!Kantikwenzekani

apha?(wondershallneverend!Whatisgoingonout

there?)

Ncebakazi:Letmeopenmahsothatwecansee

(sheopenedthedoorandthelightsoutsidethe

palacewerebrightandshowingexactlywhatwas

goingon)theyfrozelookingatalltheghoststhat

weremovingaroundthepalaceothersgoingtothe

sideofthekraal.Ncebakazislowlyclosedthedoor

withhereyepoppingoutoftheirsockets.Theyall

movedtotheroom theywereinwiththeirfather,he

lookedatthem andsawtheirshock.

Nosakhele:Bubuqwirhabantoniobuusibizelebona

aphaNkosibuthe?(whatwitchcraftisthisthatyou

calledushereforNkosibuthe?)

Nkosibuthe:Mahthishasneverhappenedinthis

kingdom andtheonlypersonwiththeanswershere

isBukhosiandwhenhedecidestocomebackwe

willaskhim.Rightnowam asinthedarkasallof

youare.ThepeopleIseeouttherearethepeople



thatraisedme,somediedthesametimeasfather

somethesametimeasmygrandparentsandsome

Idon’tknow.

Zodwa:Sowheredoesourbrothergotowhenhe

turnsintothat...Idon’tknowwhatthatis?

Nkosibuthe:Totheroyalgravesite....ohgodson

Nkomanzi!

Ncebakazi:WhatisitFather?

Nkosibuthe:Ifthesepeopleareherethenwhat

mightbegoingonintheburialsite?

Ncebakazi:Inenekuzothiwasiyathakathakaloku

xakunje!IdibanaphinoBukhosilento?(trulypeople

willsaywepracticewitchcraftwhenthingsarelike

this!WhatdoesthishavetodowithBukhosi?)

BeforeNkosibuthecananswertheyhearanoise

outsideandwhentheywenttotheloungeeveryone

thatwasintheloungewereoutsideandtheyalso

wentandwhattheysawwasworsethanwhatthey

sawbefore.



Royalpoetthatpastawayalongtimeago:

CamaguCamagu!

Ndiyacamagushandiyanqulandiyangxengxeza,

ziqbilezaqalekisaizinyanyazaseNkomanzi!Ilifu

elimnyamalingxathilephezukomziwaseNkomanzi!

Zabhoz’intabazikabholokodlela!Yathokombisa

intabakandoda!Wadudujambase!Yalal’inkomo

isengwa!

Umqolouphandlemadoda!Zayaphi’ininkomo

Zezibonda!Ayaphiamakhehlanamkhehlekazi!

Zayaphiizidweshanezidwangube!Zayaph’inkonde

nenkondekazi!Zayphiiziselezenyathisibuze

kwabaphambili!Inyathiibuzwakwabaphambile

kalokumadoda!YabhangainkcubekosijongileBantu

badeNkomanzi!Zovukileikumkaninejumkanikazi

zizovakatshelaNina!Kodwaziyabalekaizizukwana

zaseNkomanzikwenzenjanina!!

Iyhooo!!



TheroyalpoetwasaskinginfrontofBukhosiand

thefallenroyalmemberswalkingbehindhim.

Bukhosiwasleadinglikeatruekingholdingaspear

andshield.Theguardsandthemaidenswerenow

humiliatingwalkingupanddowntheentirepalace

butalsoscaredtogetanycloserbutthesongthat

thefallenweresingingcouldn’tallowthem tostand

still.Nosakheleandtheprincesseswherestill

shockedbywhattheysee.Nkosibuthewasintears

becausewhathewasseeingwashisfather,his

mother,hisgrandparentsandalltheotherrelatives.

Thesadnessinhiseyecouldnotbemissed.He

wishedthiswasjustadream thathewillsoonwake

upfrom butnoitwasreal.Hisfatherkeptlookingat

him ashismotherwasashumbleaseverwitha

beautifulsmilenexttotheking.Theyweren’t

skeletonsanymorebutthepeopletheyknewthem

tobe,buttoNkosibutheitwastorture.Heknewit

willcometoanendanyminutenowandhewillbe

leftwiththeemptinesshefeltwhentheylefthim all

alonetofendforhimself.



Staytunedformore...
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Matatiele (notedited)

Theroyalswereleadtothebackbythekraalof

Nkomanzi,themensatinbunkchairswhilethe

womensatongrassmats.Bukhosisatnexttohis

grandfatherwhilehissiblingsandfatherstood

beforethem.Nkosibutheandhisfathermadeeyes

contactandhisfathersawthepaininhissonseyes.

Hismothersawthattooanditbrokeherhearttosee

him likethat,shewantednothingmorethantoget

upsetandruntohim andgivehim thebiggesthug

andtellhim thateverythingwillbealright.Thechief

priestwasthere,nowthechiefpriestisanotherone



thathasunscrupuloustendenciesofjustappearing

outofnowhereanddisappearintothinair.One

minuteyouseehim andthenextyoudon’t,likea

magicianbuthewasnomagicianbuttheeyesand

earsofthegodsofNkomanzi.

Bukhosi:MypeopleIknowthatmanyorshallIsay

allofyouarewonderingwhatisgoingonhere,in

factam youyouareaskingwhatwitchcraftisthis.

Butletmeassureyouthatthisisnotwitchcraft,the

royalsarehereforareasonandtheyaregoingto

statethosereason,allIaskisthatyouallkeepcalm

andnotbealarmed.(hesatdownandtheking

stoodupandbythistimesomepeoplefrom the

kingdom werealreadyatthepalaceastheysaw

whatwashappeningandtheghostsgoingtothe

palace.)

King:Mypeople,wellyounotmypeopleanymore

butIhopethatyouwillallowmetocallyoumy

peopleonelasttime.Iknowthisisusualinfactitis

unheardof,notinthiskingdom oranyotherforthat

matterbuthereweare.Nkosibuthemyson,weare

hereforyou(Nkosibuthe’seyespoppedoutofits



sockets)don’tbeshockedson,whenIwasbrutally

murdered,youdidn’tgetthechancetoleadthese

peoplebecauseyounolongerhadaplaceinyour

ownhome.Yeswearetheoneswhohidyoursonso

thatyouwouldn’tfindhim untilthetimewasrightfor

youtwotomeetukwenzelakuzozalisekaidinga(so

thatthepurposecanbeserved).Weareheretoday

toofficiallycrownyouthekingbecauseweknow

thatnoonewouldhavedonethatbecausewehave

nounclesleftanymore,youhavenooneanymore,

it’sliterallyjustyouandyourchildren.Namhlanje

sivukileisizwesaseNkomanzisizothwasainkosi

yaso.SizengaweaphaKhwalo,nguweusingaye

namhlanje.(todaytheclanofNkomanziandwe

cameheretocrowntheirking.Wecanherebecause

ofyouMkhwalo,youarethereasonwearehere

today)

Thekingsatdownandthequeenstoodupand

spokeaswell.

Queen:Myprince,Ileftthisworldwhileyouwerestill

young,youwerepracticallyraisedbynannies



becauseyourmotherwasn’tthere,buttodayIwant

youtoknowthatwehavealwaysbeentherewith

youinallthedecisionsyoumade,everydealyou

closedandineveryheartacheyouexperienced,we

weretherewithyou.Todayweareherebecausewe

pleasedwiththemostpowerfulofthem all,theone

whogiveslifetograntustheopportunitytobehere

todayandofficiallycrownyoukingtherightway,

withyourparentsandchildrenbyyourside.Don’tcry

NkosiweareherenowKhwalo.(shesatdownand

thechiefprieststoodup)hestartedbytalkingfirst.

Chief:TheforceofhabitalmostgottomeasIwas

abouttoburnincensetotalktothegodsforgetting

thattodayisaspecialdaywhereareforefathers

visitedusonlytocrowntherightfulkingof

Nkomanzi.Iwillnotbetheonetocrownthekingbut

hisgreatgreatgrandfatherkingNkosivumile(the

peoplestartedhumiliatingbecauseallofthem there

onlyheardaboutthelatekingfrom storiestheywere

toldbytheireldersbuthaveneverseenhim andnow

seeinghim wassosurrealtothem all)Theking

stoodupandwenttostandbyhisgrandsonand



squeezedhisshoulderalittle.

Grandpa:Iam thereasonweareheretodaybecause

Icouldn’trestknowinghowweleftyou,howweleft

thiskingdom andnowweareheretoputitinthe

handsoftherightfulking.(hetookacrownthey

camewithandplaceditonNkosibuthe’shead,his

fathercamewithwhattheXhosapeoplecall

umthikathebeadswornbythekingsandheputiton

Nkosibuthe.Thenhismothercamewithtraditional

royalbraceletsandputthem onhishands.

Grandpa:PeopleofNkomanzi!Inowgiveyouthe

truekingofNkomanzitheonewhowillleadyouand

protectyouandthiskingdom.Hewon’tbealonein

leadingyouashewillhaveallofusbehindhim

supportinghim andleadingthiskingdom withhim.

(thepoetstoodupandstartedpraisingthenewking)

Poet:Hoyina!Hoyina!Phakamanimadoda

nibeth’intonga!PhakamazizimazizaseNkomanzi

niyiyizele!Ithwesiweikumkaniyenunamhlanje!

NamhlanjeumziwaseNkomanziusikelelwe!Vuyani



ngobaniyaziikubaeyenuikumkaniikhethwe

ngabaphantsi!Phakamanizintombinisine!

Phakamanibafananibeth’intonga!Ifikileikumkani

yaseNkomanzimadodazilingiseleleni!Magqeirha

dlalelanikudengobanakudobananezinyanyaxa

ninokuzama!Jongaphambilikumkaniukhokele

izizwesakho!Ndengcingcililiiyhooo!!!

Nkosibuthe’sfatherstooduponceagainandhushed

thepeoplewhowereuncontrollable,theycouldn’t

holdtheirexcitement,somewherehululilatingwhile

themenwerewhistling.Thepeoplehadforgotten

abouthowscaredtheywerewhenthishappensand

nowtheyhavereplacedthefearwithexcitement.

Theyeventuallykeptquietandthekingspoke.

King:Thecrownyouhaveonyourheadwillonlybe

passedontoyoursonourprincewhenthetimeis

right.Youwillcrownhim yourselfandwitnessthe

sameproudmomentIhavewhilecrowningyou.You

willnotwaittillyourdeadforyoutostepdownand

handoverthecrown,Iknowitmightseem unfairof

ustotellyoutogiveitawaywhileyoustilllivebut



thatishowitshouldbe.Doyounotwanttosaya

fewworksbeforeweleavemyking?

Nkosibuthecameforward,hewasacryingmess,his

grandfatherwasbyhissideaswellashismother

andBukhosi.Thedaughter’sstoodatasafe

distanceastheywerestillafraidofwhatwasgoing

on.

Nkosibuthe:Mypeople!(thecrowdwentquietand

bowedtheirheads,youngmenweredownonone

kneebowingtheirheads,Theyoungmaidenswere

bowingfrom waistdown,theeldersonlybowedtheir

headsasasignofrespectfortheking.)

Nkosibuthe:Asyouwere!(thepeopleraisedupand

lookedforwardstillquiet)itiswithgreathonortobe

standingbeforeyoutodayasyourcrownedking.I

knowmostofyoualreadycalledmekingbutnowI

won’tfeelguiltyeverytimesomeonecallsmethat

becauseIwouldtrulybeaking.Iwouldliketothank

allofyoupeopleofNkomanziforseeingmefittobe

yourkingandtomyeldersfordoingwhateverthey

didjustsotheycancrownmethemselves.Itrulyam

blessedasam theonlyoneinthehistoryofKong’s



whowascrownliterallybyhisancestorsandthatto

meismorethanagreathonororprivilegeitis

somethingwordscan’tdescribe.MysonBukhosi

baseNkomanziIknowyouhadalottodowiththis

andam grateful.Todayyouhavedoneforme

somethingIneverthoughtIwouldeverexperience.I

wasnowonlywaitingforyoutobecrownedkingof

Nkomanziasyouareandalwayswillbeabovemein

everything.Imighthavegivenbirthtoyoubutyou

wereneverminebutthesonofthegods.Youarea

godinhumanform andifanyonestilldisputesthat

thentheyareblindanddeaf.Iwantyoutoleadby

mysideasmyrighthandfornowuntilyourtime

comes.Ndehlile(Iwillstepdownnow)hemoved

backandpeoplestartedpraisinghim andsayinghis

clannames...

Staytunedasthestorycontinues

Like,commentandshare
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Matatiele (notedited)

AtIminathi’shometheneighborswerethereearlyin

themorninghelpingthefamilywithcookingforthe

gueststhatwerecoming.Traditionalbeerwasmade

forthepeoplethatweregoingtobethere,asheet

wasslaughteredforfreshmeatforeveryone,Sami

wascookedandnowtheywerebusywithmaking

saladsandalltheotherstuff.Iminathiwasfully

recoveredfrom theillness,wellnotillnesspersebut

sherecoveredeventhoughherweightisstillnotas

itusedtobe.Hermothergotheradressmadefor

thedayandherselfandhermother.Beautiful

traditionaldresses,herunclesonhermother’sside

weretheretoheadthelobolanegotiations.The

Nkomanziroyalswerealreadyoutsidecallingand

recitingtheclannamesofIminathi’speople.Ithas

beenoveranhourandtheyarestillouttherecalling,



theunclesarebusytalkingrightoutsidethehouse

busyenjoyingAfricanbeer.

Iminathi:Mamakudalaboababantubamephandle

masingalibaliukubangabantubasebukhosiniaba

nibenzalento(motherit’sbeenawhilenowthose

peoplestandingoutside,don’tforgetthatthese

peopleareroyalthatyoudoingthisto)

Grandma:Mychild,don’tforgetthatyouareaqueen

inthishouseyourself.Thosepeopleoutthereare

notgoingtobetiredofstandingthere.Theyarenot

justhereforanyonebuttheirqueen,theywilllearnto

respectyouandyourfamily.Justbecausetheyare

royaltydoesn’tmeantheywillgetyouonasilver

platerwithoutworkinghardtogetyou.

Bulelwa:Mothetisrightnana,Imaynotbehappy

aboutyouleavingusbutam happyknowingthatyou

aregoingtogetmarriedintoagoodfamilylikethis

one.Youaretrulyblessmyqueen.

Iminathi:Haaa!Mamaandikatshatinotshatanje

sewundibizangekumkanikazi(hahmother!Am not

evenmarriedyetyoucallmeaqueen)



Grandma:Youhavetogetusedtoitnowchild

becausenotonlythemaidensinthepalacewillcall

youqueenbutthewholeofNkomanziwillbowat

yourfeet.

Iminathi:YouknowIhaven’tthoughtaboutallthis,

butnowthatyoumentionitam scared.

Bulelwa:Woyikantoni?(whatareyouscaredof?)

Iminathi:FailingtheRoyalfamily,thepeopleof

Nkomanzi,youmyfamilyandtheprince.

Grandma:Howyouarefeelingrightnowisexactly

howyoushouldbefeelingsothatwhenyouget

thereyoudon’ttothingsthatwillembarrassyouand

yourpeople.Asforus,itdoesn’tmatterwhatyoudo

youwillneverfailusbecauseyouarefamilyandwe

loveyou.

Iminathi:Enkosimama(thankyoumother)

Outsidetheunclesfinanciallyopenedthegatefor

theroyalfamily,thekinghimselfNkosibuthewas

headingthenegotiationsforhisson,accompanied



bythechiefpriestandoneofhistrustedmeninhis

council.Thegatewasopenedandtheroyalwanted

togoinbuttheunclescloseditagain.

Uncle:Masingazodelelwamadodananiniyayazi

ukubaawungeninjeemziniwomntu

ungakqokqozanga(don’tbedisrespectfulmen,you

alsoknowthatyoucan’tgointosomeone’shouse

withoutknocking)thechiefpriesttookoutmoney

andputitontheflooronthegate,oneoftheuncles

tookitandcountitthenlookedattheothersand

theynodded.Theuncleopenedthegateandthe

royalfamilywentinsideandtheywereleadtothe

kraalfirstaspertheirculturethenmovedtothe

housethatwaspreparedforthem.

Uncle:Natsiibhekilemadodakhakenothobeunxano

nokokushushu.(hereissometraditionalbeermen

drinkit’shotoutside)theroyalmentookthe

calabashwithtraditionalbeerandstarteddrinking.

Nkosibuthe:Madodaixeshalihambilemasinge

emxholwenisizokwaziuqabelisalomcimbi(men

timehasgone,let’sgetontoitsothatwecanget

thisdone)



Uncle:Akhontoizothethwaaphanababantu(thereis

nothingtobediscussedherewiththesepeople!Said

aunclethatwasstandingatthedoorcomingin,

followedbyfourothersbehind)

Uncle:Mzuvukilenibekwayintoniapha?(Mzuvukile

whatareyoudoinghere?askedtheuncle)

Mzuvukile:Njaniusibuzelontokodwauyayaziukuba

lomntanakuthethwangayeaphangowethu?(how

canyouaskmethatwhenyouknowthatthechild

youaretalkingabouthereisour?)

Nkosibuthe:Sicelwaucaciselwamadodathina

singabahambiasazinto(explaintousmenweare

visitorsandweknownothing)

Mzuvukile:Kumkanilomntananizengayeapha

ngowethu,ngwhlobolokubangumntanawonyana

wethukwayeakotiumfumeneesengumfaziwase

Maphingeninobanjeebeseleelaphakowabonje.

Umakotiwalotyolwawagqitywa,watyiswautsiki

waziswakwizinyanyazaseMaoingeni,oMawawa,

oBholokoqoshe,oNtomtwana.Ngokwesiko

umntwanangowethuindabaedibanisayenaimelwa



ngoMpingahayiODikela.(Mykingthechildthatyou

camehereforisours,becausesheisthedaughter

ofoursonandourdaughterinlawgotherwhilestill

marriedtooursoneventhoughshewasherebythat

time.Ourdaughterinlawsbridepricewaspaidin

full,herrightsasourwifewereperformedandshe

wasintroducedtotheancestors.Sobytraditionthe

childisoursandeverythingtodowithherwillbe

handledbyusnottheDikelaclan)

Nkosibuthe:SoHowDowemoveonfrom this?

Uncle:MakibizweuBulelwasivekuye(let’scall

Bulelwaandhearfrom her)

Mzuvukile:IgamalakhenguNokuthulahayiu

Bulelwa(hernameisNokuthulanotBulelwa)

Uncle:Mzuvukilengathiuzawundidika,Mandla!

Mandla!(Mzuvukileyouarestartingtoannoyme!

Mandla!Mandla!Hecalledforayoungmenandhe

camerunning)

Mandla:Malume(uncle)



Uncle:Habhobizaunyokolumephakhawuleza(go

callyourauntthere!Hurry.Mandlarantotheother

houselikethekidsintheruralareaswholivedtheir

grandmotherswhowouldspitonthegroundwhen

theysendthem somewhereandtellthem tocome

backbeforethespitdrysup)Hegotothehouseand

calledforhisauntwhocamefrom theroom.

Bulelwa:YintoniMandlaindikhwazakangaka?(what

isitMandlathatyoucalledmelikethat?)

Mandla:Am sorryauntbutIwastoldtohurry,uncle

isaskingforyouintheotherhouse.

Bulelwa:DotheywantmetocomewithIminathi

already?

Mandla:Noauntheonlyaskedtoseeyou.

Bulelwa:Okaymasambe(okaylet’sgo)

Grandma:YintoniBulelwa?(whatisitBulelwa?)

Bulelwa:Andiyazinam ndizovapha(Idon’tknow

myselfIwillhearwhenIgetthere.Sheleftgoingto

theotherhouseandthemomenthereyesmetwith

herinlawsherfacechanged)hetookagrassmat



andsatonthefloorinthemiddleoftheroom.

Uncle:Childwecalledyouheretoresolvesomething

forus.

Bulelwa:Whatisituncle?

Uncle:Whoissupposedtobehereheadingthe

negotiationsofyourdaughter?

Uncle:Youareuncle.

Mzuvukile:Nomydeardaughterinlaw,thechildis

oursanditourresponsibilityasherfamilytohead

thesenegotiationsnooneelse.Rememberyouare

stillthedaughterinlawofamaMpingaandwifeto

Zuko.

Bulelwa:WithallduerespectuncleMzuvukile,when

didyourealizethatIminathiwasyours?Whendid

youpeoplerealizethatIam yourdaughterinlaw

becausethelasttimeIcheckednoneofyouwanted

meinyourfamilybecauseyouallsaidIwasbarren.

Youletyoursonliveinourmaritalhomewithhis

girlfriendandtodaybecauseIminathiisgetting

marriedandthereismoneyinvolvedyouwantto

comeandmakedemands?



Mzuvukile:Wearenotheretoresolveissues

betweenoursonandyou.Ifyouwantanswersto

thatquestiongoaskyourhusbandhisoutsideinthe

car.Whatwecamehereforistoheadthe

negotiationsofourdaughteraspertradition.

Bulelwa:Am sorrybutthatwillnothappen.

Mzuvukile:It’seitherthatortherewillbeno

negotiationsheretoday.

Nkosibuthe:Thisisdifficultandwedon’tneedto

hearanyofitaswevisitorsnotmembersofthe

family.Wewillexcuseourselvessothatyoucan

resolvethematterandwhenyouarereadyletus

knowandwewillcomeback.

Mzuvukile:IsthatwhatyouwantNokuthula?

Bulelwa:MynameisnotNokuthulabutBulelwa,I

stoppedbeingNokuthulathedayyouletanother

womancomeliveinmyhouse.

Mzuvukile:Isaidtoyouifyouhavequestionsgoand

askyourhusbandoutsideinthecarnotusbecause



wearenothereforthat.

Nkosibuthe:Wewilltakeourleavenow,whenyou

peoplearereadyletusknow,let’sgo(thechief

priestandhismenwentoutthehouseintotheircars

andleft)

Bulelwastoodupandwenttothehouse,shewas

fumingwithangershewasevenshaking.

Grandma:WhatitBulelwa?

Bulelwa:Theroyalfamilyhadleft

Iminathi:What?(shesaidcomingin)

Bulelwa:Am sorrymychildIdidn’tmeanforthisto

happenam reallysorry(shewasnowcrying)

Grandma:WhathaveyoudoneBulelwa?

Bulelwa:NothingMotherButyourinlawsruinedmy

daughtersday.

Grandma:Theroyalfamilywouldn’tdothat!

Iminathi:Itoldyouleavingthem outtherefortoo

longisgoingtomakethem angry,nowtheyhaveleft,



whatwillhappenifIwakeupblindagain?

Bulelwa:Letmeexplain,theroyalfamilydidn’tleave

becauseofthat,theyleftbecauseyourfatherand

hisunclesareheredemandingtoheadthe

negotiationsandIrefused.

Iminathi:MyFatherishere?HeknowswhereIlive

yetIhavenevermethim notevenoncewhile

growingup?

Bulelwa:Yourfatherknowseverythingaboutyoumy

child,Ineverhidanythingaboutyoufrom him buthe

chosetostayaway.

Iminathi:Noneedtofeelbad!Nowit’stimetotalk

andstandupformyself!Iam goingtothatmanwho

callshimselfmyfather(shegotoutofthehouse

goingtothegate)

Staytuned...

Like,commentandshare
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Matatiele (notedited)

Iminathigottothegateandtherewasonlyonecar

outsidethegateandindeedtheroyalfamilyhadleft

andthepeopleontheyardwhocametohelpout

werealreadygossipingaboutherandherfamily.

Theyweresayingthatherfamilyiscursedtolose

suchanopportunityofmarryingtheirdaughterinto

themostpowerfulfamilyinMatatiele,notjustany

familybutaroyalfamily.Sheheardsomeofthe

womentalkingBecausesomeofthem didnteven

carewhoheardthem.Shegotoutofthegatethe

womaninsidethecarwaslookingathisphoneand

hekeptsmilingaloneasifhejustreceivedan

amazingmessage.Sheknockedonthewindowand

heopenedthedoorinsteadandgotoutofthecar,

helookedathisdaughterandsawhismotherinher

andforthefirsttimehefeltsomethinginside



himself.Hehaschildrenathomebutnoneofthem

looklikehim oranyofhisfamilymembers,thetwo

ofthem lookliketheirmotherandtheirmothers

family.

Father:NantsiintombiyaseMampingeni!Nanku

umama!OhMagabandikuzelemama.Ohmntanam

(hereisaMpingagirl!Hereismymother!Oh

MagabaIgavebirthtoyoumother.Ohmychild!)

Iminathi:Ingathiuyahabadelamntomdala

mhlawumbeuyandifanisaandazi(youaregoingtoo

faroldman?Maybeyoumistakingmewith

someone!

Father:AreyounotIminathithedaughterof

NokuthulaorBulelwa?

Iminathi:Ohthatismealrightbutam notyourchild!

Youdon’tknowmeandyoucannotcomehereand

claim measifyouknowmeandwheredidyouhear

aboutthenegotiations?

Father:Peopletalkmychildandweheard.LookI

didn’tcomeheretoruinthingsforyou,wejustcame

heretotryandsalvagetherelationshipweoncehad



withyourfamilyandmaybebuildarelationshipwith

youifyouletus.

Iminathi:Whynow?Whyaftersolong?Whyaftermy

motherandgrandmothersufferedsolongraising

meontheirownwhileyouarealiveandwell?Why?

Father:BecauseonlynowdidIrealizemymistake,

pleasegivemeachancetobeafathertoyou.

Iminathi:Howareyougoingtobeafatherto

someonewhoisgettingmarried?ThatisIwillget

marriedatthisratebecauseyouruinedmyday.

Father:It’snevertoolatetobeafathertoyour

childrenandIdidn’tcomeheretoruinyourdaybut

toshowpeoplethatyouhaveafamilytoo.

Iminathi:PeoplehereknowthatIhaveafamilyandif

youdoingthisforthepeoplethengodoit

somewhereelsebecauseyouarenotneededhere

andbytomorrowIwantmyinlawsheresothatIcan

getmarriedandasforyou!Takeyoudirtyunclesout

ofmymothershouse.

Father:YouwillnotgetmarriedwithoutmeIminathi

andtheroyalknowsthat,soyoumightaswellletme



dowhatIcameheretodosothatthiscanbeover

anddonewith.

Iminathi:WewillweaboutthatZuko(shewalked

awaybuthecalledafterher)

Zuko:Am stillyourfather!

Iminathigotintothehousefumingwithanger,she

couldn’tevencontainherself,shewasnotthecalm

Iminathitheyknewrighttherestandingbeforethem

wasaqueen!Someonewhostandsupforherself

someonewholeadsandnotfollow.

Bulelwa:Whatdidhesay?

Iminathi;Thatthisweddingwillnothappenwithout

him andthattheroyalfamilyknowsandrespects

tradition.

Bulelwa:YabonauZukoulingenemnakengoku(you

seeZukowillseemethistime)shewentoutthe

housetheneighborswerenowstandingbythe

housewheretheuncleswereandjudgingbythe

loudvoicestheywerearguing.Someofthepeople



werebythegatelookingatthismantheyhavenever

seenclaimingtobethefatherofIminathi.Bulelwa

gottothecarandZukowasstandingoutside

smokingacigarette.

Zuko:Mylove!Themotherofmyoneandonlychild!

Bulelwa:Youleftyourchildrenbackhomeaswellas

yourlove!Hereyouhavenothing.

Zuko:InevermarriedNokwandaandthosechildren

arenotmine.

Bulelwa:Howdidyoucometothatconclusion?

Zuko:Isawmychildjustnowandshelooksnothing

likethosethingsthatwomanbroughtme.Sheisa

trueMpinga,uMawawa!Iyambonanawelomntana

ufuzeumama(youcanalsoseethischildlooks

exactlylikemymother)

Bulelwa:ThatwomanmayhersoulsRestInPeaceis

theonlyonewholovedmeinthathouseandshe

lovedmetillherdeath.Butyoubetrayedmeinthe

worstwaypossible!NowIwanttoknowwhatyou

wantfrom hereanddon’tthinkofliesbecauseI

knowyouverywell.



Zuko:Iwantmyshareofthelobolamoney!Iwanta

relationshipwithmychildandIwanttobe

recognizedasthefatherofthequeenwhensheget

married.

Bulelwa:Soallyouwantismoneyandstatusand

therelationshipyouwantwithIminathiissothatyou

canbeknownandrespected.

Zuko:Youknowmetoowell,howdidIletyougoto

beginwith?

Bulelwa:Okayyouwillgetwhatyouwantjustletthis

beoverwithoutanydrama,canyouhandlethat?

Zuko:OfcoursebutIwanttoseemydaughter.

Bulelwa:Iwilltalktoher(shelefthim thereand

wenttothehouse,)

Bulelwa:Ifyouthinkyouwillgetwhatyouwantyou

mustbemistakenZuko.Youtreatedmebadlylong

enoughanditstopshere!Youdidwhatyouwanted

withmebutnotmydaughter!Notwhileandstill

alive!)shegottothehouseandtheywerelookingat

herexpectantly.



Bulelwa:Hewantsashareofthelobolamoney,he

wantstoberecognizedasthequeensfatherandhe

wantstotalktoyouIminathi.

Grandma:Thatwillneverhappen!Thosepeople

havedisrespectedusenough,nomore!

Iminathi:Tellhim Iwillmeethim tonight,hemust

pickmeup.

Bulelwa:Iminathi!(shesaidinareprimandingvoice)

Iminathi:Ihavespoken!

Grandma:Itshallbedone!

Bulelwa:Mother!

Grandma;LethergettheclosuresheneedsBulelwa

thatmanowesherthatmuch.Wecan’tstopher

from gettingthat.

Bulelwa:FineButam goingwithyou!

Iminathi:Nomother!Imustdothisalone.

Bulelwa:Thatwillnothappen,Idon’tknowwhatthat

maniscapableofbecauseIhaven’tseenhim forthe

past23years.



Iminathi:Ineedtodothisonmyownmother.

Grandma:Letherbemydear.

Bulelwa:Fine!ButIdon’tlikethisonebit.

SheleftandwentandtoldZukothatIminathjwill

meetwithhim andshewentbacktothehouseand

intoherroom.Mzuvukileandherfatherleftbut

promisedtocomebacklateron.Theunclescalled

thegrandmothertofindoutthewayforwardfrom

this.

Uncle:Sisterwetriedbutyouknowhowstubborn

Mzuvukileis.

Grandma:SadlyIknowhowthatmanisandright

nowouronlyhopeisforImanitosettlethiswhen

theymeetintheevening.

Uncle:Let’shopeitgoeswell.Thegrandmotherand

theneighborsfishedoutfortheunclesand

themselves.

Neighbor:Kuzothiwanikengoku?(whatwillhappen

now?)



Neighbor:Yhooanganyakum sanandingambonisa

amaqhekezaengqele!(Yhoo!Hewouldshithimself

withme,Iwouldshowhim whatam madeof?)

Grandma:Youjustliketalkingbutifthesituation

wasreversedyouwouldbesingingadifferentsong

now.

Theneighborsandthegrandmotherwiththehelpof

Iminathicleaningandpackedeverythinginit’s

rightfulplaceandtheneighborsleftgoingtotheir

housesasthesunhadalreadyset.Justastheywere

relaxingintheloungetherewashooterandIminathi

knewthatherfatherwasthere.Shewenttoher

room andchanged,sheworeblackjeans,aT-shirt,

pumpsandahoodieasitwasnowabitchilly.She

gotoutoftheroom andhergrandmacalledherto

sitforaminute.

Grandma:Takeyourphonewithyoubuthideitso

thathedoesn’tseeitandcallusifanythinghappens.

Iminathi:Iwillgrandma

Grandma:Becarefulchild,Iknowhisyourfatherbut



hisintentionsarenotthatofafathersopleasebe

careful.

Iminathi:IwillgrandmaIpromise.

Shegotoutofthehousegoingtothecarthatwas

standingoutsidehergate.Shegotinandkeptquiet.

Zuko:Wherewouldyouliketogo?

Iminathi:AnywhereButhere,Idon’twantthe

neighborsgossipingaboutmebeinghere,they

alreadyhadenoughnewsfortoday.

Zuko:Iknowjusttheplace(hestartedthecarand

drovetoaplacethatoverlookedthemountains

givingabeautifulview.Theplacewasfarfrom

Iminathi’shomebutnotfarfrom thepalace.He

stoppedthecarandgotoutandsodidIminathi)

Iminathi:Talk!Whatdoyouwant?

Zuko:AsIsaidIwantmyshareofthelobolamoney

andtoberecognizedasyourfatherandthatisnot

toomuchtoask.

Iminathi:Whatareyougoingtodowiththemoney?



Andwhydoyouwantit?

Zuko:Iam payingmyselfforalltheyearsItookcare

ofyourmother.

Iminathi:Don’tyouthinkshepaidallofthatwhen

shestoodforyournonsenseallthoseyearsago?

Don’tyouthinkshepaidthatdebtwhensheraised

mealoneandsentmetoschool?

Zuko:Shewasdoingwhatanygoodmotherwould

do,ithadnothingtodowithmebutyouandher.

Iminathi:Youaresuchasorryexcuseofaman!In

factyoudon’tdeservetobecalledafather!

Zuko:Iam stillyourfatherandyouwillrespectme!

Doyouunderstand?

Iminathi:Respectisearnednotgiven!Andyouare

notandneverwillbemyfather!Youarejustgreedy

andselfish.

Zuko:Iwillshowyougreedyandselfish(hewent

closertoherandslappedhersohardhercheekwas

numbandshewasseeingstars)

Iminathi:Youjustprovedonceagainthatyouarenot



aman!Youhityourownchildandwomanatthat!

Whatkindofanimalareyou?

Zuko:Iam notananimal!!(hebangedthebonnetof

thecarwithhisfists)

Iminathi;Youjustproventhatyouareworsethanan

animal!(shedidn’tfinishashethrewapunchather

landingherontheground)

Zuko:Youwantananimal?Youwillgetananimal!

Justbecauseyouwereraisebywomendoesn’tgive

youtherighttotalklikethattome.Imadeyouchild!

Iminathi:Youmadewho?Youwerejustasperm

donornothingmore!(shewasonherfeetnowbut

thatwasnotforlongasshelandedbackthereshe

herfatherthrewanotherpunchatherrightinnose

landingheronthegroundwithbloodflowing

uncontrollablyfrom hernose)

Whileshewastryingtogetupshebalancedwitha

rockandshepickeditupandfeltitsweightandtook

it.AsZukocametoherpickingherupbyher

clothingsheturnedandhithim withthatrock

landinghim onthegroundandshewenttohim with



therockinhadashewasstillontheground.Shegot

herrepeatedlywiththerockandafterawhileshe

threwitawayandlookedathim onlytorealizewhat

shehasdoneandhowherfatherwasnotmoving

anymore.

Shepanickedandlookedatherhandsandtheywere

fullofbloodbutshewasn’tsurewho’sblooditwas

becauseshealsohadcutsonherhandsfrom the

fallingandbalancingwiththem andalsofrom the

rock.Shethoughtofherphoneandtookitout,she

dialedhermotherbutthenthoughtabouthowshe

willgetthereastheydon’thaveacar.Shestopped

andlookedfortheprince’snumberandcalledhim,

hepickedupafterthethirdring.

Convo:

Bukhosi:Myqueenwhatcanodoforyou?

Iminathi:Ineedyourhelpandrightupthehillfrom

thepalace.

Bukhosi:Whatiswrong?Andwhyareyoucrying?

(bythistimehewasalreadywearinghisshoesand



headingtothedoor)

Iminathi:SomethingbadhappenedandIcan’ttalk

aboutitpleasecome.

Bukhosi:Iam onmywaydon’thanguptalktome

untilIgetthereOkay!(rightnowhewasopeningthe

careanddrivingoffastheycontinuedtotalkbut

whatshewassayingdidn’tmakesensetohim)

10minuteslaterhewasparkingnexttothecarhe

sawthereandgotoutinahurrybutstoppedonhis

trackswhenhesawIminathisittingnexttoabodyof

aman.

Bukhosi:Whathappenedhere?

Iminathi:He...Ididn’tmeanto

Bukhosi:Whoisthis?

Iminathi:Themanwhofatheredme

Bukhosi:Didhedothatyouyourface?

Iminathi:Yesandgotholdofarockandhithim with

itbutIdidn’tkillhim.

Bukhosi;Hisdead



Iminathi:NoIdidn’tkillhim!

Bukhosi:Uyaxokaumbulelekumkanikazi.

Iminathi:Ididn’tmeanto!(sheburiedherfaceinher

handsandcried)

Staytuned...
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Matatiele (notedited)

Iminathiwasdevastatedbywhathappenedtoher

father,allshewantedwastoreasonwithhim buthe

hadtoturnintoananimalandbeatherup.Shedidn’t

meantokillhim shewasjustdefendingherselffor



onceinherlifeandthatdidn’tturnoutwell.Shewas

inBukhosi’sarmsnoteventhinkingaboutwhathe

thoughtorifhewouldstillwanttomarryher.Allthat

wasinhermindnowwasthefactthatshemurdered

themanthatgatheredher,amanthatgavehera

chancetobeintheirworld.Nomatterwhatkindofa

personhewassheneverwantedtokillhim butit’s

donenow.

Bukhosi:HowDoyouwanttohandlethis?

Iminathi:Whatdoyoumean?

Bukhosi:Imeantherearetwowaysofdealingwithit,

1isforyoutotellthetruth?Gotojailandtrialand

thesecondoneisformytomakeitdisappear.

Iminathi:Isn’tthereanotherway?ImeanIknowhe

haschildrenandanotherwomanthatwillwant

closureandam suremymotherisoneofthepeople

thatwouldwantthatverysameclosure.

Bukhosi:Wellthereisawayandthatwayisforyou

nottobehere,didanyoneseeyouleavewithhim?

Iminathi:Onlymymotherandgrandmotherknow

thatIleftwithhim.



Bukhosi:Okaythisiswhatyouaregoingtotellthem,

thatyouwentwithhim andwhenyougottothestop

hereyouaskedhim todropyouoffandcalledmeto

pickyouup.

Iminathi:Butthebruisesonmyface

Bukhosi:Don’tworryaboutthoseIwillgetyou

somethinginthepalaceandyouwillwakeuplike

nothinghadhappened.

Iminathi:Mybloodtherewhataboutit?OhGodAm

goingtojail.

Bukhosi:Noyounot,Iwillgetthissortedtrustme.

Iminathi:OkayAndThankyou.

Bukhosi:LetsgetyoutothepalacesothatIcansort

thisout.

Bukhosidrovetothepalaceandusedthebackofit

tosneakIminathiin,thenwenttothespareroom

andletherin.Hetoldhertoshowerandwentto

ZodwaandaskedherforadressforIminathito

changein.Heknockedonherdoorandsheopened.

Zodwa:Brotheratthistimeofnight?



Bukhosi:Ineedyourhelpsis,wellthethingisatool

Iminathitotheriverandsheslippedandfellintothe

mudandnowherclothesaredirty.

Zodwa:Whywouldyoutakehertotheriver?

Bukhosi:WellIwantedhertodistressabitafter

whathappenedtodayandtoassureherthat

everythingwillbealright.

Zodwa:Whereisshenowowanttoseeher?

Bukhosi:Sheisshoweringintheguestroom but

pleaseseeherinthemorningbecauseshedidn’t

wanttocomeherebutIpromisedhernoonewill

seeher.

Zodwa:Fine!Letmelookforthedressandsomepjs

forher.

Bukhosi:Thankyousis(Zodwawentandlookedfor

thedressAndpjsandgavethem toherbrother)

Bukhosi:Thankyou.

Zodwa:Nexttimelearntobemoreromanticandthe

riverisdefinitelyoutofthequestion.

Bukhosi:Iwill(heleftgoingtotheroom and



iminathiwassittingonthebedstaringintospace.)

Bukhosi:Hereisthedressfortomorrowandhere

arepjsfornothing.

Iminathi:Thankyou.

Bukhosi:YouwelcomenowgetdressedwhileIgo

getyousomethingforyourbruises.(heleftand

wenttohisroom andtookouttheointmentthechief

priestgavetohim touseeverytimeheturned

Becausehealwayscomesbackwithbruisesand

scarsandtheyhealovernightwiththeointment.He

tookitandwenttoIminathi.)

Bukhosi:Letmeapplyitonyourbackthenyoucan

dotherestwhileIgotakecareofsomestuff.

Iminathi:OkayButIdon’tthinkIwillsleeptonight.

Bukhosi:Trustmeyouwill.(heappliedtheointment

onherbackandbythetimehefinishedshewas

alreadyyawning.)

Bukhosi:Applytotheotherareasthengetsomerest.

Iminathi:Thankyou



Bukhosilefttheroom andwenttothebackofthe

palacewhereheparkedthecar.Hegotinanddrive

tothescene,gottheretooktherockandcleanedthe

bloodthathadhandprintsonitandthelittle

splattersaroundit.Wenttothecarandwipedclean

thepassengersideofprintsthentothedooranddid

thesame.Ashelefthesprinkledwaterontheirroot

printsuntilhegottothecaranddroveoff.Hegotto

thepalaceandwenttocheckonIminathiandshe

wasout.Hewenttohisroom showedandgottobed

aswell.

Encokovillage

Thechiefwasstandingoutsidewatchingasthelight

goinandoutofNobuntu’shome.Hewastiredof

thisashewasstilldraggingtellingthepeopleabout

whathehaddone.Nokonwabacamefrom behind

him andtouchedhisshoulderandheturnedtolook

ather.

Nokonwaba:Thisisnothelping,youstandinghere



everynightwatchingthisisnotdoinganyoneany

good.

Mqwathi:Iknowit’snot,whichiswhyIhavedecided

togodownthereandtalktoher.

Nokonwaba:Sonowyoutalktoghosts?

Mqwathi:It’snotlikethat,Ijustwanthertogiveme

time.

Nokonwaba:Thatisabitselfishofyou!Youhadall

thetimeintheworldwhileshestilllivedyetyou

neversaidanythingandnowinherdeathyoustill

wanthertowaitforyou.

Mqwathi:Whydoesitsoundlikeyouwantmetobe

exposed?

Nokonwaba:It’snotaboutmewantingyoutobe

exposedit’saboutyougettingyourselftogetherand

takeresponsibilityforyouractions.Yespeoplewill

judgeyouandyessomemightevenhateyoubut

thatdoesn’tmeanyoushouldkeepquiet.

Mqwathi:Letmetrytalkingtoherfirst.

Nokonwaba:GoButDon’tdayIdidn’twarnyou.(she



leftgoingbacktothehousewhilethehusbandwent

outthegategoingdownhilltoNobuntu’shouse.He

gottothegateandopeneditonlytobethrownout

byabigforcehecouldn’tseeandlandedoutsidethe

gatewithhim hittingthegroundandhegroanedin

pain)

Mqwathi:LookNobuntuIdidn’tcomeheretofight

butIcameheretoreasonwithyou.IknowIdidyou

wrongandIknowIshouldhaveapologizedwhen

youwerestillalivebutthefactofthematteristhatI

wasacowardandIstillam.Thankyouforthe

beautifuldaughteryougavemeandIknowitwas

notbychoicebutthankyouanyway.Pleasegiveme

timetogatheralittlecouragetodowhatyouaskof

me.(hewasnowkneelingwherehefell,hegotup

andwenttothegateagainandheopeneditwith

shakinghandsandthenthehairatthebackonhis

neckstoodandhisheartstartedbeatingfastand

beforeheknewithewasflyingoverthegatelanding

onthesamespothelandedonbeforeandhe

groanedinpainonceagain.)

Hestoodandlimpingandwentbacktohishome,



hiswifewaswatchinghim ashewascoming

limping.Hegotinsidethegateandshemethim

halfway.

Nokonwaba:Whathasyourstubbornnessgotten

you?

Mqwathi:Notnowplease

Nokonwaba:OkayButItoldyouso(shelefthim

standingtheregoingtotheirchamber)

Mqwathiwentandsatbythekraalandstarted

talking.

Mqwathi:Godsofmyforefathers,godsofEncokoI

apologizeforallthatIhavedoneandtonightImake

thispromisetoyou.Iwillmakethingsrightby

surpriseandthepeoplewillknowofwhatIdid.Iwill

alsoaskthechiefpriesttocleansemeandthe

palaceafterthatisdone.AllIasknowisforyouto

protectmyprincesswhereversheis,neverleaveher

sideuntilshecomeshome.

Hestoodupandwenttohischambertosleep.
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Encokovillage (notedited)

TodaywasthedaytheChiefconfesseshissins.The

peoplewereinformedearlyinthemorningtocome

tothemeetingplaceforameeting,someasked

whatthemeetingwasaboutandtheywerejusttold

thatthechiefhassomethingimportanttosay.The

chiefMqwathitodaywokeupwithaheavyheart,not

forwhathewasabouttodobutfortakingthislong

totellthetruthtobothhisdaughterandhermother.

Hadhedoneitsoonernoneofthiswouldhave

happened,hewouldn’thavetoembarrasshimselfin

frontofhispeoplewhichwillnotbehissoonasthe

chiefpriestkeepsremindinghim.Whilehewasstill



deepinhisthoughtshiswifecomeinandsatnext

her.

Nokonwaba:IknowhowyoufeeltodaybutIwant

youtobestrongandgetthisoveranddonewith.

Mqwathi:Iwishitwerethateasy,aftertodayIwillbe

allalone,thehateinmypeople’s,thelookstheywill

begivingmeandthetalksbehindmyback.

Nokonwaba:Imotoengakhonkothwayozizinja

yemileyokodwaehambayoiyakhonkothwa.Into

ethethaukuthinawenjengobauzozangaphambili

ubikeozonozakhokuzawuthethwangabantukodwa

ikhumbuleukubanobaubusenzaintoentlebebeza

kuthethakakadengobaimilomoyaboyasikwa

yapholangokubazawungathethingoba?(acarthat

isnotbarkedatbydogsistheonethatinonastand

stillbuttheonethatmovesistheonethatisbarked

at.Thatmeansevenyounowthatyouwillgo

forwardandconfessyoursinspeoplewilltalkbut

rememberthatevenifyoudidsomethinggoodthey

willstilltalkanywaybecausetheymouthswere

carvedandtheyhealedsowhywouldn’ttheytalk)



Mqwathi:AllIneedtoknowisyouwillbebymyside

throughallthis.

Nokonwaba:IfIwantedtoleaveIwouldhavedone

sothemomentyoutoldmebutIgrewupina

generationwhereifsomethingisbrokenyoudon’t

justthrowaway,youfixitanduseitagain.

Mqwathi:ThatisallIneed,withyoubymysideIcan

getthroughanything.Thankyouforbeinga

wonderfulwifetomeandagreatchiefswifethis

villagehaseverhad.

Nokonwaba:Thatreminds,Didyouseetheinvitation

from Nkomanzi?

Mqwathi:Nkomanzi?

Nokonwaba:YesNkomanzi

Mqwathi:WhichNkomanzi?

Nokonwaba:Theonethatusedtobeunderthe

leadershipofthatcruelgreatunclewhobanished

yourfather.

Mqwathi:Iwanttothankhim forwhathedid

becausehadhenotdonethatEncokowouldn’tbe



here.

Nokonwaba:Whathappenedreally?

Mqwathi:ThisisnotthetimeyetbutwhenIseethat

manallwillknowthetruth.

Nokonwaba:Wellyouwillseehim soonbecausethe

invitationsaythatthereisacelebrationinthekings

honorandwelcomingofthenewqueen.

Mqwathi:Unbelievable!Histakinganotherwife

again?

Nokonwaba:Howmanywivesdoeshehave?

Mqwathi:Welltheniceronethathegotmarriedto

whenhecameofagediedinamysteriousmanner.

Thesecondoneisascruelasheisandnowthisone.

Nokonwaba:It’shisrighttotakeasmanywivesas

hewantstoandbesideshecantakecareofthem,

thekingdom isrichsoIseenoproblem.

Mqwathi:Idon’twanttogetinvolvedbecauseam

contentwiththewifeIhave.

Nokonwaba:Okayfinishdressingupsothatwecan

gothepeoplearestartingtoarrive.



Mqwathi:GoIwillfinishup.(shewentoutandleft

herhusbandgettingdressed)

Thechiefpriestwasoutsidehummingand

sprinklingsomemutiallaroundthepalacebush

hummingandoccasionallyrecitingtheclannames

ofthechief.Hesawthatthesquarewasgettingfull

withpeopleandhefinishedwhathewasdoingand

wenttothethechiefschamber.

Chief:Thesooneryougetoutofthereandgetthis

overanddonewiththebetteritwillbeforeveryone.

(Mqwathicameoutdressedinhisroyalattire)

Mqwathi:Iam donewecango

Chief:BeforeThat,Whyareyouwearingthat?Imean

thosearejustyourpeoplenootherroyalwillbe

there.

Mqwathi:ThismightbethelasttimeIweartheseso

letmewearthem sothatIpreparemyselfsothat

whenthetimecomesitwon’tbedifficultformeto

handthem over.



Chief:Youmakesense!Letusgo(thenwenttothe

squareandwhisperswerealreadygoingaround

peoplespeculatingaboutwhatthechildwantsto

talkabout.Butmostwereagreeingwitheachother

sayingitsaboutthelightatSakhumzi’shouse.

-[]Mqwathi:Mypeople!Greetings(thepeople

greetedback)nowIwon’ttakelongandwasteyour

timebecauseIknowyouallhavesomethingtodo.

NowwhatIcalledyouhereistotellyouabout

somethingIdidbefore,whathappenedbackthen

wasamistake.Thevillagewasstrugglinganditwas

justafterIhadtakenoverandnoonewantedto

assistmenotevenmygreatunclewhoisakinga

verypowerfulkingdom inMatatiele.Someonecame

tomeandaskedmetousesomemedicineon

Nobuntu,Sakhumzi’swifeandmakeherpregnant.I

didn’tthatbecausethemoneyIwaspromisedwasa

lotandIwasgoingtosolvealotofproblemsinthis

village.IdiditandthemoneykeptcomingbutIonly

diditonceandforgotaboutitbecausetheperson

neveraskedmetodoitagain.Iusedthemoneyfor

ourforms,tobuytractorsandalltheother



essentialsneededforfarming.Ithenstartedtotrade

andgetalliancesandthatwasallbecauseofthat

person.WhenNobuntuwaspregnantIhavemy

doubtsbutInevercaredtoaskasIhaddonewhatI

wasaskedandthemoneykeptcomingandthe

moreitcamethemoredevelopmentsImade,like

theclinicthatyounowhave.Theroadsandthe

schoolthatyouhave,allofthatisfrom thatmoney.

TodayIcametotellyouthatIhaveachildwith

NobuntubecauseofwhatIdid,Ihaveaprincessand

IwanttoapologizetoyouandtoNobuntuMayher

wouldRestInPeaceforwhatIdidtoher.Iknowyou

areangryNobuntuandyouhaveeveryrighttobe

becauseIwrongedyouandfailedtocomeforward

andapologize,IhavenoexcuseonlythatIwasa

coward.(hesatdownknhischairwhilethepeople

wheregoingwild.Onewomanstoodup)

-[]Woman:Howcanyoudothattoanotherwoman

andnotevenaapologize?Youdegradedher

becauseyoudidthatwithoutherknowledge.(aman

stoodup)

-[]Man:Youdon’tdeservetositinthatchairand



youdon’tdeservetobecalledamanafterallthis.

(anotherwomanstoodup)

-[]Woman:WhatIwanttoknowishowisyourwife

stillstandingnexttoyouknowingtheofanimalyou

are?(Nokonwabawentforward)

-[]Nokonwaba:Iam standingnexttohim thesame

wayyoupeoplearestillenjoyingthefruitsofhis

deeds.Yourchildrenhaveschoolsandeducation

likeotherchildrenfrom othervillages.Thesameway

youenjoynotgoingtotownforbasichealthcare

becauseyounowhaveaclinicfrom hisdeeds.The

samewayyouhavefoodonyourtablesbecauseof

thefarmsthatherevivedwiththemoneyfrom his

deeds.

-[]Woman:Didyouknowaboutthis?Andhowdo

youfeelaboutyourhusbandhavingachildwith

anotherwomanwhileyouhere?

-[]Nokonwaba:Ididn’tknowaboutthisuntil

recentlyandyesIwasangrylikeanyonewouldbe

butthatverysamethinghedidgainedmea

daughterIcouldn’thaveandthisvillageaprincessit



didn’thave.Yesshedidn’tcomefrom mywombbut

shedidcomefrom thegodsandtobethatismore

thanenough.

-[]Man:Howcanthesamepersonthatkilledour

peoplebeourprincess?Whatexamplewillsheset

forourchildrenandwhatexampleareyousettingas

aleader?

-[]Mqwathi:Enough!(heshouted)nowyoulisten

andlistengood,youcandowhateveryouwantwith

meandsaywhateveryouwantbutIwillnotallow

youtocallmydaughterakiller.Herhandsareclean

butyoupeopleaccusedherofsuchevil.This

meetingisnowover!IhavesaidwhatIwantedto

saynowyoumayleave.

-[]Man:AreyoustillgoingtobeChief?Afterallthis?

(thechiefprieststoodup)

-[]Chief:Hewillbethechiefofthisvillageuntilthe

godsdecideotherwise.

-[]Man:Thismandeservestodie

-[]Others:Yes!!



-[]Chief:Lethewhoiswithoutsincutsthefirst

stoneandwaittofacethewrathofthegodsand

theydonotmakemistakes.Hadtheywantedhim to

bepunishedtheywilldosothemselvesnotyoufor

youallareassinfulasheis.

-[]Them:Wearenotlikethisman!Hemustdie.

(beforeanyonecouldsayanythingthepeoplewere

alreadypullinghim towardsthecrowd)theystarted

beatinghim up.ThechiefpriestandNokonwaba

triedtheirbesttostopthepeoplebutthereweretoo

manyofthem.Theypulledhim outoftheyard

beatinghim upanddragginghim tothefields.His

royalclothingwasscatteredallaroundtheyardand

hiswifewascryingbuthercriesfellondeafears.

-[]Chief:Donotcrymydearhewillnotdiebecause

thegodsarenotfinishedwithhim.Hestillhastotell

theprincessthetruth,hestillhastointroduceherto

thegodsandhestillhastohandoverthecrown

properlytothenextpersontotakehisplace.

-[]Nokonwaba:Chiefpriestyoucanseethatthose

peopleareangryandtheyhavenomercy.Theywill

surelykillhim.



-[]Chief:RemainherewhileIgoandtrytostop

them.

WhenthechiefpriestarriveditwaslikeMqwathihas

beenbeatenforalongtimeashewaslayingthere

withbloodalloverhisface.Hewasswollenandone

couldn’tevenrecognizehim becauseofhowbadly

beatenhewas.

Chief:Youdarespillthebloodofroyalty?Whodo

youthinkyouaretotakethepunishmentintoyour

ownhands?

Man:Thismandoesn’tdeservetolive.

Chief:Ohisthatso?Letmeaskyouwhatmakesyou

batterthanhim?

Man:Am arealmanandIwouldneverdowhathe

did.

Chief:Areyousureaboutthat?

Man:Verysure!IwasraisedwellandIrespect

woman.

Chief:TheSamewayyourespectchildren?(the

manwentquiet)



Woman:Whyareyouquietnow?Saysomethingoris

itthatyoudidsomethinglikehedid?

Chief:Evenyoujusttalktoomuchtocoverupthe

factthatyouareawitch!

People:What?

Chief:Don’tactshockedbecauseallofyouhave

skeletonsinyourclosetsandyouallhaveapastthat

youdon’twantotherpeopletofindoutabout.Yet

youareherejudgingandpunishingothersjust

becausetheycameforward.IfIweretotelleach

everysecretyouallhaveyouwouldbefighting

amongstyourselves.

Woman:Whathavewedone!

Chief:Thereisnotimeforthatnow,menhelpme

getintotothepalaceIneedtocheckhiswounds

(themenhelpedcarryhim tothepalaceandintothe

chiefpriestshut)

Nokonwabawascryinglikehewasalreadydead.
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Colombia (notedited)

ThingsweregoingwellforXimena,Rodrigoandhis

team evenincreasethesecurityonher,shewas

theirasset,theirhopeandtheytrustedherwiththeir

biggestandmostimportantthingtothem,their

money.Sheisnowenjoyingtheattentionbecauseit

meantthatsheisclosertogettingwhatshewants,

bythebeginningofnextyearshewantstobeina

flighthome.ShemissesBathandwadearly,she

misseshim whenshewouldtellhim sheloveshim

andreplywith‘Iloveyoubetter’theywouldalways

argueaboutwholovestheotherbetterthanthe

other.Shesmiledaloneasmemoriesofhertime

withBathandwacamerunningintohermindshe

wonderedifhewouldeverforgiveherfornotcoming

homewhenshehadthechance.Wonderedifhehad



movedonorsomethingbutshehopedthathe

waited,thatsheiswaitingforhertocomebackjust

likesheiswaitingforme,togohometohim.

Rodrigowatchedherfrom thedoorasshekept

smilingalone,heoverwalkedovertoher.

Rodrigo:Ican’trememberthelasttimeIsawyou

smilinglikethatandIneverthoughtIwouldeversee

thatsmileeveragain.

Ximena:OhIwassadwhenIcameherebecause

youtreatedmelikeam stupidandnowthatyou

appreciatemeandwhatIdoitmakesmehappy.

Rodrigo:Icanseeitfrom thatsmileyouwore,am

happyyoufinallyadjustingtothesituationand

workingwithmetomakethisbusinessmore

successful.

Ximena:Am justdoingthebooksnothingmore.

Rodrigo:Aboutthat,Iwantedtotellyouaboutthe

otherpartsofthebusinessandIneedyourhelp

growingthem aswell,justliketheorganbusiness.

Youcameupwiththeappanditdoingwonders.

Ximena:IactuallyhavesomeideasbutIdon’twant



ustodiscussthingregardingthebusinessalone,let

usmeetwiththepartnersanddiscusseverything

theresothattheydon’tfeellikewediscussthings

aloneandgettomeetingandmakechangeswithout

them.

Rodrigo:Wherehaveyoubeenallmylife,Iloveyou

babe,youaremylifelineandmyeverything.I

appreciateeverythingyoudoformeandIcan’twait

tomakeyoumineforever.

Ximena:Goodthingscometothosewhowait.

Rodrigo:AndIwouldwaitalifetimeforyou,now

let’sgotoameeting.

Theygotoutandwenttothemeetingplaceand

whentheygottheretheotherswerealreadyseated

talking.

Rodrigo:Gentlemen!

Martinas:Rodrigomyman(hestoodupandtook

Ximena’shandandkissedit)mylady

Ximena:EveningGentlemen



Rodrigo:Let’ssitanddiscussbusiness.

Martinas:Mysideisgoingwellandmakingmoney

theFirstLadycanconfirm that,rightmylady?

Ximena:Indeed

Major:Mysidehasbeenthemostprofitable

businessoftheapp,sofarwehavenotreceivednot

evenonecomplaintfrom ourclientsandthemoney

isrollingin.

Ximena:Indeeditshowsonthefinancesbecause

yoursidealoneisupbyfrom 40%profitto75%profit

injustamatterof3weeks.

Martinas:Nowwearetalking!Nowhowismyside

mylady?

Ximena:Yoursidesinceweknowitmakesalotof

moneyaswellincreasedfrom 45%to55%

Rodrigo:Idon’tneedtobetoldaboutmyside,things

haven’tbeengoingwell,Ihavelost2bigshipments

andthepolicegotanothertwoandIneedhelpthat

iswhyIcalledthismeeting.

Martinas:Letincreasesecurity



Ximena:Rememberthepurposeistosaveandhave

moremoneynotspendandearnless.

Major:Whatdoyousuggest?

Ximena:WellasImentionedbeforethatIhavealot

planned.1MrMartinasIwouldlikeyoutochange

frobeingthemostwantedmanintheworldtobeing

thegodfatherofthenation.

Major:Nowyouarejustrumblingbecausethe

momenthemakesamistakehewillbeinprisonfor

therestofhislifeandwewilllosemoney.

Martinas:YesmyladyhisrightIcan’triskit.

Ximena:Heremeoutforaminute.

Martinas:Goonanditbetterbegood.

Ximena:Trustmeitwill,nowasIwassayingIwant

youtobethegodfatherofthenation.Iwantto

changeyourjobfrom beingadruglordtobeingthe

faceofthebusiness,Iwanttoseeyouincharity

events,orphanagesandhospitals.ButbeforethatI

wantyoutogotoMexicoandchoosethemostpoor

villagethereanddosomedevelopmentsbecause



thatwillmakethepeopleofMexicochangetheir

mindsaboutyou.Yourjobistotakecareofthe

socialdevelopmentsideofthebusinessandforthat

tohappenyouwillhavetolosethegoldchainsand

rings,Iwillorganizeyouanimageconsultantthat

willworkandyourimage,aPRguythatwillhandle

allyourpublicaffairs.Iwantyouinsuitsdiningwith

themostpowerfulmenofthecountrydoingtv

interviews,tellyourstorytoinspirepeopleanddon’t

lieaboutit.

Martinas:Areyoutryingtosendmetojailmylady?

(hisfacialexpressionhadnowchanged)

Ximena:Theoppositeactually

Major:Butwouldn’twhatwillbedoingcostus

moneythatyousaidweshouldsave?

Ximena:ItwillButwewillgetitback,andthisishow,

Nowbigcompaniesdonatetocharityand

sometimestheydon’thavethetimetodothat

themselvessotheywouldwanttohiresomeoneto

doitforthem,tobetheirfaceanddogoodintheir

behalfandgetpaidforit.Thatwayyougettodo



good,dosomethinglegalthatwillmakepeople

forgetthepersonyouwereandworshipyouforyour

gooddeeds.

Rodrigo:ThatsoundsinterestingandIlikethefact

thateverythingwillbelegal,whichmeanslesspolice

onourbacks.

Major:Butwhowilltakecareofhissideofthe

business?

Ximena:Nowthatsideofthebusinessismoreor

lessthesameasthesideRodrigodealswith.So

whatIwantisforalltheillegalfirearmsanddrugs

togotoRodrigotomanageandIwillhelpwiththe

plantomovethem.Thelegalsideofthearmsdeal

willmanageitselfbecauseweonlygetordersfrom

themilitarysoallthefactoryworkershavetodois

checktheordersscan,packandsendthem through.

Martinas:ListenhereXimena,Icanmakeyourlife

verycomfortableinColombia,getyoutherespect

andpoweryoudeservebutifyoucrossmethenyou

won’tlivelongenoughtotellthestory.

Ximena:Iwouldn’tdream ofit,whatam doinghere



istryingtoremovetheheatwearegettingfrom the

policeandtheyalwaystargetyoubecausethey

alwayswaitingforyoutoslipupbutthistimegive

them somethingtalkaboutbutnotillegalbutgood

thatwaytheywillkeeptheirfocusonyoubecause

theywillthinkyouwanttocoverupyourdirtydeals

andthatwaytherewillbelessheatonus.

Major:ItmakessensebutIneedhelpwiththe

medicationsideofthebusinessam tiredofmules.

Ximena:Rememberthehospitalandpharmaceutical

companyIoncespokeabout?Thatwhereyoucome

in,getuspermitstoopenthecompanyandstart

supplyingourmedicationtohospitalsand

pharmaciesandalsohurrythehospitalpermitsso

thatitcanbeopenedsoonfortheorganbusinessas

wellasotherunits.

Major:Thatmeanseverythingwillbelegalnow.

Ximena:Yesexceptthedrugandillegalfirearms.

WehavetokeepitthatwayIncasethingsdon’twork

outthelegalwaythenwehaveaplanBandwedon’t

wantourpeoplegettingscaredbecausewegoing



legalandstartingseeingusasathreat.

Rodrigo:Ilikehowyouthinkandthiswillallmove

theattentionoffmeandtoMartinaswhileIcontinue

ontheside.

Ximena:Nowyoutalking.(theyfinalizeeverything

andleft)

InthecarXimenakeptonstealingglancesat

Rodrigowhowassmilinglikehewonthelottery.

Rodrigo:YouknowIlikeyourideasandthissidethat

am nowgoingtomanageisgoingtoearnmemore

respect,thesamerespectMartinashasnowand

from everyoneintheunderground.

Ximenathanking:Ohpleasedodigyourowngrave

becausewhenyouthinkyouhaveeverythingyou

need,Iwillstrikeandyouwillbetheonlyonefrom

uswhogoesdownforeverythingasIwillputitallin

yourname.Thefakeoneandtherealonethen

eliminateyouinprison.Youruinedmylifeandnow

am notonlygoingtoruinyoursbutIwilltakeit.



Ximena:Am gladyouliketheideaandIwantyouto

havefullcontrolofitsothatnoonecantakeitaway

from you.

Rodrigo:How?Ihavepartners

Ximena:Transfereverythinginyournamethenfrom

therewewillbeunstoppable.

Rodrigo:Yourightandbesidestheydon’tcareabout

thelegalstuffonlyaboutthemoney.

Ximena:That’sexactlywhy!Youhavetheadvantage

andupperhand.

Rodrigo:MylordIloveyou!Wewillbethepower

couplerulingboththeundergroundandthelegal

side.

Ximena:Exactlyl!

Rodrigosmiledashedroveoffgoinghome.Ximena

smileandthoughtofhowbrilliantherplanwas.

Like,commentandshare
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Matatiele

Iminathi (notedited)

Itwasbeentwoweekssincemyfatherdied,well

sinceIkilledhim andindeedthepolicefoundhis

bodyandconcludedthatitwasarobberygone

wrong.Wellwhentheyfoundhim thatmorningthey

wenttomyhousetoinform mymotherassheisstill

hislegalwifeandshecalledmeandaskedmeto

comehome.Iwenthomeandtheointmentthe

princegavemeworkedbecauseIhadnobruiseson

mybodyorhands,itwaslikenothinghappenedand

am yettoaskhim whatwasinthatointment

becausehadtheyseenmelikethatIwouldbe

behindbarsbynow.Ihandbreakfastwiththewhole



familyexceptthekingwholeftintheearlyhoursof

themorning.Weatebreakfastthatmorningbecause

theprincewantedeveryonetoseemeandvouch

thatIwasthereandspentthenight.Hethendrove

mehomeandwhenIgotthereIwastoldofmy

father’sdeath,mymotheraskedwhathappenedlast

nightandItoldherwewenttothefieldnotfarfrom

thehousetotalkbutitdidn’tgowellsoIaskedhim

todropmeoffatthestopandcalledtheprinceto

pickmeup.Shebelievedme,welleveryonedidand

thefunnythingaboutallthisisthatIdon’tfeel

anything,Isleepwellatnightandam atpeace,it’s

likenothinghappenedandthatworriesmebecauseI

thinkthatmaybeIam abadpersonfornotfeeling

anything.Themanwasburiedlastweekendand

thosepeoplewantedmymothertowearmourning

clothesformyfathersincesheishiswifebutshe

refusedandIwasproudofherforthat.Thatman

putherthroughhellbutshemadeitandnowher

daughterisabouttobeaqueenchosenbythegods

ofNkomanziandIwonderwhattheythinkoftheir

queennow.Iwouldn’tevenbehurtiftheydecided

thatIwasnotthequeentheythoughtIwasbecause



am reallynotbutIwouldliketokeepmyfriendship

withtheprincebecauseheisagoodperson.

ItsSaturdayandam lazytowakeupandgodomy

washing,atmyfather’stheyaredoingthecleansing

ceremonybutsincemyancestorsaremymothers

minewasdoneMondaytogetherwithmymothers.

Noisefrom thegatedisturbmefrom mythoughts

andIlookoutthewindowandseetheroyalfamilyby

thegaterecitingmyclannames.Onesfrom my

mother’ssideandonesfrom myfather,whichIdon’t

understandwhytheyevenmentionthatmanbutI

guessyoucan’tskipwithroyalty.Ohnowondermy

mothermadetraditionalbeer,whichIthoughtwas

forthecleansingyesitwasdonebutonlyagoatwas

slaughteredsoIthoughtthatthebeerwasforthat

butnowIgetit.EventheunclessleptherebutIalso

thoughttheystayedbecauseofthecleansing.Kanti

Whatisgoingonhere?Whydidn’tanyonetellme

aboutthis?Letmecalltheprince.(Iminathitookher

phoneanddialedtheprinceandhepickeduponthe

firstring)



Convo:

Bukhosi:Kumkanikazi(myqueen)

Iminathi:Ndiyikumkanikazienjaniengayaziyonoba

kuzadityanwangayo?(whatkindofaqueenam IifI

don’tknowthatpeoplewillbemeetingonmybehalf)

Bukhosi:Ndiyaxolisakumkanikazibengazami

ukudelelakodwanjeabadalabalaphabakudinga

komkhulu.(am sorrymyqueen,Iwasn’ttryingto

disrespectyoubuttheancestorswantyouatthe

royalpalace)

Iminathi:Iunderstandthatbutdotheystillwantme

aftereverything?

Bukhosi:Achosenqueendoesn’tbecomeunchosen

justbecauseshedidsomethingbad.Thegodsknew

aboutwhatyoudidbeforeyoudiditandstillchose

you.Theyevenknowthemistakesyouwillmakein

thefuturebutstilltheychoseyou.Surelytheymust

haveareason.

Iminathi:Ihearyouanditmakessensebutwon’tI



needtocleansedbeforebeingcrownedprincess?

Bukhosi:Thecleansingyougottherewasmorethan

enough.

Iminathi:ButIdon’thaveanythingtowearbecause

youpeopledidtellmeaboutthis.

Bukhosi:WorrynotmyqueenIgaveyourmothertwo

dressesforyouyesterday.

Iminathi:WOW Okayletmebathandmake

somethingtoeatforthevisitors.

Bukhosi:Don’tworryaboutthem theyarebefore

theyleft.

Iminathi:NoBukhosiIwasn’traisedthatway.

Bukhosi:Sometimeslifethrowsyoucurveballand

endupdoingthingsyouwerenottaughttodoat

home.It’slife.

Iminathi:ThatIunderstandbutIam goingtomake

foodformyinlawsnowbye.

Bukhosi:Ican’twaittotasteyourfood.

Iminathi:Youwillsoon,bye



Shehangupandwentobaththenpreparedfoodfor

thepeoplebeinghelpedbyhermotherandthe

neighbors.Hermotherwentoutandtheneighbors

startedgossiping,wellnotgossipingbuttalkingso

thatIminathicanhear.

Neighbor:Whereisherfatherbecausethelasttime

hewasheredemandingmoney?

Neighbor2:Hewasfounddeadlastweekthatone

andburiedtheweekend.

Neighbor:Yhoo!Whathappened?

Neighbor2:Idon’treallyknowbutthepolicesaidit

wasarobberygonewrong.

Neighbor:Robberyfinewrongyantoni?Bulelwakilled

thatpoorman!Howcanhecomehereandthenext

morninghisdead?

Neighbor:Idon’tknowsis

Neighbor2:Yhoopeoplearecruelouthere,howdo

youkillthefatherofyouronlychild?

Iminathi:Youknowwhat?Ifyoudon’tknowwhatyou



cameherefor!Thenthereisthedoor,leaveand

neversetfootinthisyard.Youwillnotdisrespectmy

motherinherownhouseandyouwillnottalkabout

herinfrontofmeandexpectmetosaynothing.The

poormanyoutalkingabout,WherewashewhenI

wasgrowingup?Wherewashewhenmymother

struggledtoputfoodonthetable?Wherewashe

whenmymotherwasyourlaughingstockbecause

shebeggedinyourhousesfortooformetoeat?

WherewashewhenIhadtogotoschoolwithout

shoes?Pleasedotellmewherethatpoormanwas

whenallofthathappened?(theneighborskept

quiet?)Ithoughtso!

Neighbor:Am sorryIminathithenewsjustshocked

me.

Iminathi:Notheydidn’t,youjustwantedtopaintmy

motherwithoilwhenshedidn’teveneatthemeat.

Yourproblem isthatnowyoudon’thaveanythingto

laughatmymotheraboutbecausesheisworking

andherdaughterisabouttogetmarried,notonly

thatbuteducatedaswell,Imightnothaveajobyet

butyoubothknowverywellthatIwillgetiteven



tomorrow.

Neighbor:Am sorryIminathiIdon’tknowwhatcame

overme.

Bulelwa:Youknowexactlywhatyouweresayingand

Idon’tblameyoubecauseIoweyoubigtimefor

helpingmeoutallthoseyears.Ithoughtfriendsand

motherswerehelpingmeoutbutIwaswrong.NowI

wanteachoneofyoutowritealistofthingsItook

from yourhousesandhowmanytimesithappened

sothatIcanrepayyou.Onemorething,don’teverI

meannoteveninyourdreamstalkaboutmeinfront

ofmydaughterlikethat(shewalkedoutandmeta

youngboywhotoldherthattheuncleswantherto

bringIminathi)shecalledherdaughterandthey

wenttotheelderssothatthetraditionscanbedone.

Colombia:

Pedro:Mymanam leavingColombia

Guy:Whatwillyoudoandwherewillyougo?



Pedro:Idon’tknowbutwhatIdoknowisthatyour

bossfailedme.

Guy:Yeshefailedyoubutyoucanstayworkand

makegoodmoneyforwhentheycomeback.

Pedro:ThereisnopointbecauseIdon’thave

motivationnow,Iwokeupearlyinthemorning

becauseIhadadaughterwhohadtogotoschool

andawifetotakecareof.

Guy:Ihearyoubutdidyoutelltheboss?

Pedro:Yesheknowsandheagreedbecausereally

thereisnothingformehere.Ineedtogetoutof

Colombiaandgetsomeairandtrytoforget.

Guy:Maybethat’sforthebest,sowhenareyou

leaving?

Pedro:WhenthebosssayIcould.(Rodrigocame

towardsthem andstoppedinfrontofthem andgot

outofthecar)

Rodrigo:Pedrocanwetalk?(Pedrostoodupand

theywalkedclosetothecar)

Rodrigo:Lookmanam sorryaboutyourfamilyandI



failedtoprotectthem.SoasagreedIwillpayyou

whatIoweyouthenyoucanleavewheneveryou

want.

Pedro:I’dliketoleavetomorrowmorning,Iam a

manandalonesoIdon’thavetopackofanything.

Rodrigo:That’sfineIwillsortoutyourpayment

tonightwhenIgethome.Besafewhereveryougo.

Pedro:Iwilltry(Rodrigowalkedtothedriversside

andgotinandreversedout)

Pedro:Oham theonehopingyouwillleavelong

enoughinprisonthebeabletotellyourfriendsthat

youallmessedwiththewrongpeople.Thestupid

foolisworriedaboutherbrotherwhilehissinkingin

quicksand.Am goingtomyfamilybutIwishyou

meetyourstooontheothersidewhenyoudie.

Guy:Whatareyouthinking,didthebosssayyou

can’tleave?

Pedro:Noinfactam leavingtomorrowmorningand

youbegoodbecauseyouknowthatisyoucrossthe

lineyoumeetyourmaker.



Guy:Iwouldneverriskthatnotwhenmygirlfriendis

pregnant.

Pedro:GoodThatwillkeepyoufocused.,nowletme

gopack.

Guy:Suremyguy.

Pedrowenttopackandgethisstufftogetherforthe

tripthefollowingmorning.Hewashappythathewill

seehisfamilyagainandhecouldn’twait

Like,commentandshare
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Colombia

Ximena (notedited)



Ithasbeenthreemonthsandmyplanisworking

perfectly.Rodrigohasfullytakenoverthedrugring

andam helpinghim withthelogisticsandImustsay

businessisgoingverywell.Hegetbigshipments

thathehastogowithwhendeliveredbecausethey

arejusttoobigandworthbillionstobeentrustedto

employees.Whichiswheream goingtogethim,it’s

Decemberholidaysandam graduatingnextyearin

Marchthenam goinghometomyloveandmy

familybutnotbeforeIdealwithVusiakaRodrigo.

Martinasisnowawellknownmanlikehealways

wasbutnowhisnotknownfordrugtraffickingbut

forthecharityworkhehasbeendoing,the

improvementshehasmadeinMexico,wemanaged

toimproveoneofthepoorschoolsthereand

renovateitintoaworldclassschoolwithallthe

latesttechnologiestohelpthechildrenlearnbetter,

wehavealsodemolishedandrenovatedhousesina

smallvillageinMexicothatisnowoneofthetop5

touristattractionsinMexico.Ofcoursewelostalot

ofmoneyinthatbutnowthatMartinasiswell



knowndonationsandendorsementsarecoming.

EspeciallyaftertheTVandradiointerviewswherehe

spokeabouthispastandhowhe“Allegedlyturned

todrugtrafficking”Isayallegedlybecauseifhe

blatantlyadmittobeinginvolvedthentheauthorities

willtakeitasaconfessionandarresthim.Nowif

youlookathim youdon’tseeascaryguywhocan

killyouwithinablinkofaneye,nowhelookslikea

businessmanwhowearssuitsandglasses.No

moregoldchainswithitofrings,sneakersand

baggyhoodiesandpants.NowhisaGentlemenand

Ithinkhisenjoyingnothavingtohideanymore.The

majorgotusthepermitsweneededforthe

pharmaceuticalcompanyandthehospitalandI

mustsaybothbuildingarecomingtogether

perfectlyandbytheendofFebruarynextyearwe

willbeopening.ThatmeansbythetimeIgohome

aftergraduationallaspectsofthebusinesswillbe

legalandrunningsmoothly.Asforthedrugbusiness,

wellitwilldiewithRodrigobecauseam nothaving

illegalbusiness,notundermywatchandIknowthat

nowallthepartnerswillagreewithmebecausethey

areenjoyingnothavingtoworryaboutauthorities



andauditorswhentheycome.Theyknowthatthe

booksaregoodandnotcooked,theyknowthat

everythingwedoislegalandaccountedfor.Andthe

drugbusinessbooksaredoneseparatesothatthey

don’taffectthelegalones,whichishowam goingto

getRodrigo.

Am sadthoughbecausemybrothergotmarriedand

Iwasn’tthere,IknowheunderstandsbutIwish

thingsweredifferent.Yesitwasjustatraditional

weddingandtheysaytheywillwaitformetocome

backtohavethewhiteweddingbutstill.Myelder

sisterNcebakazi,ohhowImisshershoppingsprees

thatjustcomeoutoftheblue,howshe’salwayson

pointwithhowshedressesandalwayswearsa

smallshysmilethatshowsoffherbeautifulsmall

teeth.IneverthoughtIpayattentiontothesmall

thingsapersondoesbutnowthatam farfrom them

Imissthelittlethings.Zodwaohmysister!Theever

sorational,alwayshasthebestadvicesforevery

situation,she’sbeautifulandIhopeshefindsagood

husbandtomakeherhappy.Thenmybrother



BukhosibaseNkomanziashecallshimselfwhenhe

wantstobragtomeonthephonehahah!Imisshis

smileandhowheclencheshisjawswhenhisangry

yetspeakinalowandcalm voicewhenyouare

expectingaoutburst.Iwonderwhatkindofaperson

hiswifeis?ButIwillfindoutinafewmonths.It’s

funnythat2yearsagoIwouldbeworriedaboutif

shewilllikemeornotorifwewillgetalongwellfor

thesakeofmybrother,butnowIreallydon’tcare

aboutanyofthat,thekidnappingandRodrigo

togetherwiththetrainingIgottoughenedmeup.I

missmygrandmotheraswellandIhopeshe’s

alright,yesshesoundshappybutseeingherwould

makeahugedifference.

Ijustparkedoutsideouroffice,wehaveourlast

meetingoftheyearbeforewetakeabeak,atleastI

takeabeakfrom bothschoolandthebusinessand

onlycheckthebookseverytwoweeksjusttomake

sureeverythingisstillrunningsmoothly.WhenI

walkintheGentlemenarealreadysittingand

Martinasislookgoodinhisnavyslim fitsuit,Imust



saytheimageconsultantisdoingagoodjob

togetherwithourPRmanager.

Ximena:Gentlemen

Them:Mamasita

Martinas:Howareyoumylady?

Ximena:Am verywellthankyouforaskingandhow

areyoudoing?

Martinas:Verywellmylady.

Ximena:Ilikehowyousaymyladynow,ithadthat

gentlemantouchtoit.

Martinas:Yourideaisworkinglikeacharm mamie,

thepeopleofMexicoevenwantmetorunformayor

andIevenhaveendorsementslinedup.

Ximena:Thatisgoodbutthedecisionforthatwill

solelydependonyoubecausethatisapersonal

projectyouwilltakeforyourselfandpeoplewillvote

foryoubecauseyouarenotjustapoliticianbuta

manofthepeople,someonewhoisjustlikethem,

whofacedpovertyandstrugglesliketheydidso

theywillvoteforyoubecauseofthat.



Martinas:IhearyoumyladybutIwillneed

assistanceandsomeonetoputmeinlinethroughit

all.Idon’twanttogoastray.

Ximena:Youwon’t

Martinas:HowDoyouknowIwon’t?Theysayonce

acriminalalwaysacriminal.

Ximena:Youwon’tgoastraybecauseIbelieveinyou

andIbelievethatyouwanttodogoodbutthe

positionyouwereindidn’tallowyoubecauseyou

livedalifeacriminalandthatofawantedperson

butnowyounot.

Major:DowntoBusinessGentlemenandlady.How

arethingsgoing?

Rodrigosmiledandclearedhisthroat.

Rodrigo:Wellmysideofthebusinessismakingusa

lotofmoneyandImeaneachshipmentmakesus

billionsofbothSouthAfricanrandsandUSdollars

andEuropeanpoundsincewegoaroutetherenow.

Martinas:Whatarethenumbersinthatmylady?

Ximena:Forthepastweekbecausethatsideofthe



businessIdoit’sbooksweeklysokeeptrackofthe

mountofmoneythatcomesthrough.Soforthis

weekonlywehavemade,firstfrom theSouth

Africanroutewemade4,4billionrands,fortheUS

routewehavemade7,2billionandfortheEuropean

routewehavejuststartedbutmade4,5Million.

Major:WOW withthatamountofmoneyIcanafford

toretireandtravelwithmyfamily.

Ximena:Hahatruebutabusinessneedstobe

maintainedifyouaregoingtospendfundsfrom it

sothatyoudon’twakeuponedayandrealizethat

youarebroke.

Major:True!AndforyouMrgoodguy(Martinas

laughed)

Martinas:Letmestartbysayingthankyoumylady

forallthatyouhavedone.TotellyouthetruthIwas

scaredofwhatyouwantedmetodo,Ithoughyou

wantedtogetridofmeandIactuallyhadpeople

watchingyousothattheycantakeyououthad

somethinghappenedtome.Butnow,nowam aman

IneverthoughtIwouldevergettobebecauseofthe



lifeIchose,IthoughtIwouldremainacriminaltill

mylastdaysbutyouchangedthatandmademy

parentsdreamsformytobeagoodmancometrue

sothankyou.

Rodrigo:WowMrman!Youaremakinghercryhaha

butyeahmanIfeelyou,Ineverthoughtthiswould

beyouoneday.

Major:ShedidgoodbecauseIneverthoughtIwould

stopbeingcorruptedanddothingsthelegalwaybut

lookatmenow!IpaidallthemoneyItookfrom the

governmentandactuallyuseitforwhatitwas

meantforandnowthepeopletrustmeagainand

am sureinthiselectionagainwillbegoodforme.

Ximena:Thankyouallforthekindwords,Ididall

thattoshowyouthatnoteverythingyoudohasto

beagainstthelawandthatyoucanbebetterpeople

anddogoodwhilemakingmoneytherightway.

Themeetingcontinuedandwheneveryonewas

donetheywenttheirseparateways.



Joburg:

LisaandSticksrelationshipisveryseriousnowbut

Lisaandbeeninandoutofthehospitalbutthe

doctorsdon’tseeanythingwrongwithher.Sticks

evenorganizedaspecialistfrom Londontocome

andlookathertoseeifhewillfindsomeone

becausesheisonlyokayforafewdaythenstart

again.AmandahasbeenpoisoningLisawithiron

poisoningandheavymetalknowingverywellthatit

willnotbepickedupinthebloodunlesstestedforit

specifically.SheknewthatStickswillkillherifshe

eventhinksofactingfunnytowardsLisasoshe

pretendedtobeokaywiththeirrelationshipandgot

closetoLisasoshecanpoisonherwhilecloseto

her.Sheisstandingbythedoorwayfrom thekitchen

holdingpoisonedteaasshewatchedLisalayingon

thecouchwatchingtv.

Amanda:IwillmakesureyoudieslowlyLisa,I

warnedyoutostayawayfrom Sticksbutyoudidn’t

listen.Youcan’tcomehereandtakewhat’smine

andgetawaywithit,Noitdoesn’tworklikethatand



Iwillshowyou.

Lisa:Amandawhyarestandingthere?

Amanda:Youjustlookssopeacefulmyfriendand

am standingherenotwantingtodisturbyou

becauseinnotimeyouwillbesickwithsomething

wedon’tknowsowhenyouarelikethisIjustwant

towatchyou.

Lisa:ThankyouAmandabutam finenow,Ihaven’t

beensickforfourdaysnowbutSticksisnottaking

chances.Hedoesn’tevenwantmetogooutsoam

stuckherewithyou.

Amanda:Idon’tmindthatbecauseeveryoneinthis

houseworksthenam allaloneandthishouseitbig

foronepersonitgetlonely.

Lisa:IknowwhatyoumeanbecauseIhavenoticed

thatsinceIhavebeensick.

Amanda:Imadeyoutea

Lisa:Thankyousomuchbutwhereisyours?

Amanda:Inthekitchen!Letmegogetit.(shewent

tothekitchenandsatonthehighchairdrinkingher



teaandwaitingforthepoisontoworksothatshe

canfeedhersomemore)whileenjoyingherteaLisa

calledforher.

Lisa:Amanda!Amanda!(Amandasatonthechair

notmovingdrinkinghertea)inthelivingroom Lisa

wascoughingbloodthatcameoutwithpieceof

meatthatshedidn’tknowwhatitwasorwhereit

camefrom.Shecriedoutloudasshesawitandam

stoodinthedoorwaywatchingheruntilshecamein

ahungrylikeshe’sbeenrunning.

Amanda:Whatisitnowwhathappened?

(pretendingtobeshocked)

Lisa:Idon’tknowbutpleasegetthedrivertotake

metothehospitalsomethingisreallywrongwith

meplease(shepleadedwithAmandaasshestood

upinahurrytogogetthedriverbutshewasoutof

sightshewalkedslowlygoingtothefrontdoor..

Staytuned...likecommentandshare
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Joburg (notedited)

Witchcraftisnotonlyusingtraditionalmedicineto

dothingstopeoplebutitisalsojealousythatleadto

someonedoingbadthingstoanotherperson.

Failuretoacceptthatthenextpersonhaswhatyou

don’thave,failuretounderstandthatlifeisnota

competitionandthatnotallofuswillhavewhatwe

wantatthesametime.Lifeisnotaraceeachoneof

uswillhaveandachievethingsatdifferenttimesall

wehavetodoisworkhardandbehappyforthose

whomanagetogettheirblessingsearly.Iknowit’s

difficultbutmarriageat35isstillsomethingto

celebrate,gettingadiplomaoradegreeat40isstill

anachievement,buildingahouseorbuyingoneat

50isstillanachievement.Don’tbeinarushtohave

whatotherpeoplehavebecauseit’snotyourtime

yet,waitforyourandstrugglethroughandyouwill



appreciateitmorewhenyourtimecomes.

Rememberlifeislikeawheel,thosewhoareup

therewillsoonbedownherewhileyougounder

there.Youjusthavetobepatient.

Amandastoodbythecorridornotgoingoutsideto

callthedrivertotakeLisatothehospitalwhileshe

wascoughingbloodwithpieceofmeatcomingout

ofhermouth.Lisanoticedthattimeisrunningout

foranddecidedtolookaroundforherphoneas

Stickswasonspeeddial.Shefounditunderthe

pillowonthecouchwhichshealsomessedonas

shewaslookingforit.Shepressed1onherphone

anditdialedSticksimmediately.

Convo:

Sticks:Babe

Lisa:He...coughs...helpcoughing

Sticks:Babewhatisgoingon?(thepanicinhis

voicecouldn’tbemissed,Lisadidn’trespondso



Sticksdroppedthecallandcalledonofthedrivers)

Convo:

Driver:Boss

Stick:GointothehousenowandcheckonLisa!

Driver:Amandaisthereboss

Stick:Heydon’tfuckwithmewenamaan!DidIcall

Amandaoryou?

Driver:Meboss

Sticks:Notgotothatdamnhouseandcheckonher

oryouarealldead!Anddon’tdropthecallIwantto

hearwhatisgoingon.(thedriverdidn’tsayanything

asrantowardsthehouse,Amandaheardfootsteps

andshequicklyhid.Thedriverpassedgoingtothe

loungeandsawLisapassedoutwithalotofblood

aroundher)

Driver:OhmyGod!Mike!!!!Mike!!!!(hecalledfora

guardtohelphim andMikecameinrunning.

Mike:Ohdamnit!Helpmewithher(theypicked



Lisaupandhurriedtothecarandputherintheback

seatwhilethedriverstartedthecaranddroveoff.

Stickswastalkingontheothersidebutthedriver

lefthisphoneinthelivingroom whereLisawas

laying.HedroppedthecallandcalledJacobwhile

drivinglikeamadpersongoingtothedirectionof

thehouse.

Jacob:Eitha

Sticks:Dropwhatyouaredoingandtrackthecar

Muziisdrivingnow!

Jacob:Givemeaminute

Sticks:Doyourthingam notdroppingthecall

Jacob:Gothim!Hisdrivingtowardthehospitalroute.

Sticks:Thanksmangotothehouseandcheckwhat

isgoingonthere.

Jacob:Onit



Sticksdroppedthecallashechangedroutesgoing

towardsthehospital.Jacobontheothersidedriving

tothehousewhileAmandawentintothehouseuse

inherroom anddranktwosleepingpillsthengot

undercoverstryingtofallasleep.

AtthehospitalMuziandMikedroveandparkedin

theemergencyparkingwhereambulancesparkand

Mikeranforncallingforhelp,twonursesanda

doctorcamerunningtothecarwithastretcherand

tookLisaputtingherinthestretcher.

Doctor:Sheloosingalotofblood!

Nurse:Thepulseisweak!

Doctor:GettheORreadyam cominginnow!(they

saidwhilerunningthroughthedoorsrushingtoOR

leavingthetwolookingliketheywereabouttodie)

Mike:TheBossisgoingtokillusifsomething

happenstothatgirl.

Muzi:Healreadysaidso

Mike:Whathappenedintherebecauseshewasfine

thepastcoupleofdaysandyesterdayshewas



outsidewithushislayingcardstellingushowbored

sheisofbeinghomeallday.

Muzi:MyquestioniswherewasAmandainallthis?I

meanthechicksitsathomedoingnothingthewhole

holeday,sheshouldhaveseenher.

Mike:ButIhavenoticedthatAmandadoesn’treally

likethatgirl.

Muzi:Butyouthinkshewouldbethatcruelastolet

herdiewhileshe’sinthere?

Mike:Idon’tthinksoman,Amandahasalwaysbeen

agoodgirl.

Muzi:Ohshittherecanestheboss!

Mike:Shit!(Sticksparkednexttothem andgotout

withoutkillingtheengine)

Sticks:Wherethehellisshe?

Mike:Thedoctorsjusttookherafewminutesago.

Sticks:Whathappenedandwhyyoubothhaveblood

onyou?

Muzi:Ifoundheronthefloornexttothecouch



unconsciouswithbloodallaroundherandwhenI

inspectedhershewasn’tshotbutthebloodwas

comingoutofhermouth.

Sticks:Shitwhatdothedoctorssay?

Mike:Wehaven’theardanythingsincetheyjusttook

her.

Sticks:Fineyoucango(hewentinsidethehospital

andwaited)

InthehouseJacoblookedaroundandsawthat

therewasbloodonthefloorandsawthepiecesof

meatthatwereintheremixedwiththeblood.He

tookapictureofboththecouchandthefloor,found

MuziandLisa’sphoneandtookthem.Wenttohis

officeandtookasmileplasticcontaineranda

tweezer.Hewentbacktotheloungeandtooksome

piecesandputthem inthecontainerandclosedit

thenmadeacallandthepersonpickedup

immediately.



Convo:

Voice:Jacobmyman!Longtime

Jacob:Indeed

Voice:WhatcanIdoforyoubutnobodypartsthis

time.

Jacob:Nonothinglikethat,ListenIhavesomething

thatIneedyoutocheckforme,checkforanything.

Voice:Whatdoyoumeananything.

Jacob:Startwithdiseasesthatcanmakesomeone

coughingbloodandpiecesofmeattopoisonsevery

typeofitandIwanttoresultstonight.

Voice:Tonight?

Jacob:Yeah

Voice:It’sgoingtocostyoumyman.

Jacob:Moneyisnotaproblem.

Voice:Okayletmehaveit.

Jacob:It’sonitsway

Voice:Sure



Hedroppedthecallandcalledoneofhistrusted

mentodeliverthecontainertothelab.Hewentand

calledthecleanerswhocleanafteranoperation

thenwentbacktohisofficeandgotsomedevices

includingsmallcameras.Heinsertedthem from the

lounge,kitchen,thebedroomsexceptforSticks

bedroom.HewenttoAmanda’sroom andsawthat

shewasfastasleep.Sheinstalledthedevicesand

camerasthenwentout.Thecleanerswerealready

finishingupwiththecleaning.

Jacob:Goodjobguys

Guy:Surewhathappenedhere?

Jacob:That’swhatIwanttofindout.

AtthehospitalthedoctorsapproachStickswhowas

sittingonthebenchwithhisheadburiedinhis

hands.

Doctor:Excuseme(heliftedhisheadandsawthe

doctorthenstoodup)



Sticks:Yesdoctor

Doctor:Am lookingforthetwoguyswhobroughtin

theyounglady

Sticks:HernameisLisaandshe’smyfiancé,howis

she?

Doctor:Wemanagedtostabilizeherbutwestill

haven’tfoundthecourseofallthisandthesooner

wefinditthebetterherchancessothatwecan

providepropertreatment.

Sticks:Ihearthatshehadpiecesofmeatcoming

outwiththebloodwhatcausedthat?

Doctor:Yousaidpiecesofmeat?

Sticks:Yes(thedoctorsturnedaroundandranto

thedirectionshecamefrom leavingSticksconfused)

Mthatha

Bukhosiandhiswifewereathomepreparingtogo

toMatatielefortheKingsintroductioncelebration



sinceitwascanceledduetohisweddingbutthis

weekendit’shappening.Iminathihasjustfinished

withbreakfastwhenBukhosicamein.

Bukhosi:Mybeautifulqueen

Iminathi:Morningmyprince,breakfastisreadyhave

aseatsothatIcouldserveyou.

Bukhosi:Thankyoudear.Doyounotwantany

maidenstohelpyouaroundthehouse?

Iminathi:NoIcanmanagethehouseonmyown,I

am notusedtohavingpeopledothingsforme.

Maybewhenwehaveababyormamamovesback

thenwecanhaveone.

Bukhosi:YesandIgotyouajobattheoffice

Iminathi:Whatkindofjob?

Bukhosi:Youwillfillmypreviouspositionasheadof

marketing,IhavebeendoingbothjobsbecauseI

haven’thadtimetoadvertiseandgetsomeonein

thatplace.

Iminathi:OkayIwouldlikethat,itcanbeboring

seatingathomedoingnothing.



Bukhosi:Yesthat’swhatIthought.

Iminathi:Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskyousomething.

Bukhosi:Whatisit?

Iminathi:EverywhereIgointhishousethereare

picturesofthisladyandnowtheotherdayIwas

cleaningandwentintothespareroom whereI

noticethatthewardrobeisfullofwomanclothes.

Whoisshe?

Bukhosi:ThatismylittlesisterAsithandile,sheisin

ColombiaandsheistheoneNcebakazisaidshe’s

waitingforbeforeshecouldgetmarried.

Iminathi:OhIthoughtsheiswaitingforafriendor

somethingandIthoughtsheandZodwawerethe

onlysiblingsyouhave.

Bukhosi:AsithandileandIshareamotherbutnota

fatherandNcebakaziandZodwaweshareafather

butnotamother.

Iminathi:Soyourmotherwasthesecondwifesince

NcebakaziandZodwaareolderthanyou.

Bukhosi:Somethinglikethat,areyoufinished



packingwehavetogosoon?

Iminathi:Ipackedlastnightsowegoodtogo.

Bukhosi:Alrightitrememberwhenwegetthere,no

morepantsandalltheshortstuff.

Iminathi:IknowIhavetodresslikeacrowned

princessandbedecentamongthepeople.

Bukhosi:DidITellyouthatIloveyou?

Iminathi:Really?Youloveakiller?

Bukhosi:Ihavemyownflawsmyqueen.

Iminathi:Alrightthen.

Encokovillage

Nokonwabagotintothehousewhereherhusband

wassittingeatingbreakfast.

Nokonwaba:Iam donepackingafewthingsforus

sowearereadytogo.

Mqwathi:Itoldyouthatam notgoingtothat



introduction.

Nokonwaba:Andthechiefpriestsaidyoumustgo

andfaceyourpast.

Mqwathi:Whatgoodwillitdofacingthatman?His

cruelwiththeheartofstone,hefirstthrewmyfather

outwhenhevoicedouthisconcernsabouthowhe

wasrunningthekingdom thenhesetdogsonMy

whenIwenttoaskforhelptorunthisvillageand

youwantmetogobackthere?

Nokonwaba:YouneedanswersDikelayouneedto

getclosureinthismatter.Thesepeoplearetheonly

livingfamilyyouhavemakepeacewiththem and

moveon.Eveniftheydon’twanttomakepeaceyou

woulddieknowingthatyouhavetried.

Mqwathi:Iam nothappyaboutthisbutIwillgo.

Nokonwaba:ThankyouButIthinkweshouldleave

intheafternoon.

Mqwathi:Nolet’sleavebefore12sothatifthings

don’tgowellwecanstillturnbackandcomehome.

Nokonwaba:OkaythenIunderstand.



Thechiefpriestwasbusypreparingfortheroadand

alsotryingtoconnectwiththechiefpriestof

Nkomanzi.
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Matatiele (notedited)

Familysecretscandestroyyetinsomeoccasions

theycanbuild.TheXhosapeopleintheoldendays

believedinsomethingcalled‘ukuqumaihlazo’

meaningcoveringthebadthingsfamilymembersdo

butnowtheybelieveinthesayingthat‘asigqumi

mbonangamakhasi’meaningwewillnotsugarcoat

things.Nowboththesehavetheirownadvantages



anddisadvantages,likebackinthedaywhena

youngcouplecouldn’thavechildrentheelderswould

cometogetherandaskthedaughterinlawtoshare

bedroom dealingswiththebrotherofthehusbandto

seeifshefallspregnantandifnotthentheywould

knowtheproblem iswithhernotthehusband.Butif

shedidfallpregnantthentheywouldknowthattheir

sonhasaproblem buthewouldneverbetold.The

childwillgrowupknowinghim asthefatherandthe

brotheraswellneversaysanythingthatiscalled

‘ukuqumaihlazo’coveringtheincompetenceoftheir

son.Alltheritualsforthechildwillbedoneasper

traditionbecausethechildwillbetheirs,butifthe

husbanddidn’thaveabrothershedaughterinlaw

wouldbetotoldtosomethingcalled‘ukutotheza’

meaningpickingfirewoodbutthatdidn’tnecessarily

meanforhertogototheforestandpickwoodsbut

whattheyweredoingisgiveherpermissiontogo

outthereandsharebedroom dealingwithanother

maninordertofallpregnant.Thatchildwillbe

raisedbythisfamilyandalltheritualswillbedone

herebutinallofthem themanwouldbepresentto

dothenecessitiesforthechildaccordingtohis



people’sways.Evenbeforethechildgoesto

initiationschoolofit’saboythemanwillbethereto

doallthatisneededforhim accordingtotheways

ofhispeople.Noonewillnoticethispeopleinthe

kraalit’salwaysmenthereandit’sajoyous

occasionsothemanofthisfamilywouldkeepthe

youngmandistractedwhilethisothermanwho’shis

biologicalfatherdoeswhatisneededsothathe

doesn’tsuspectathingandmostofthechild’s

ritualsaredoneatayoungagesothathedoesn’t

suspectathingwhenhisoldorhedoesn’tgetsick

whenhisolddemandingrituals.Thatisalldonein

thenameof‘ukuqumaihlazo’aswellaswhenagirl

childwhofallspregnantbeforemarriage,shewould

betakentoafarawayrelativeforthedurationofthe

pregnancythencomesbackwhenachildisabout6

monthsorsoandtheelderswouldcookupastory

thatthechildisthatofthecousinsandheorshewill

growuphearbecausethecousinisnotworkingor

somethinglikethat.Thatisukuqumaihlazoand

childrenfrom thosesituationswouldevendie

withoutknowingthetruth.Thenthereiswhatwe

havenow,whatwecall‘asigqumimbona



ngamakhasi’meaningwedon’tsugarcoatthingsor

hidethem.Nowwetellourchildrenthingsthey

shouldn’tknowbecauseofthepainweputthem

throughandthefeelingofabandonment.Nowwe

callwomenwhocan’thavechildrenbarrenyetinthe

oldendaysanotherwouldcarryachildforanother

womanwithoutexpectinganythinginreturnandwe

didn’thavechildrenwhoweredumpedindustbins

andpitsbutnowwedo.Allinthenameof‘asigqumi

mbonangamakhasi’nowwomenhavetobepaidto

carryachildforanothersomethingwecall

surrogacy.Nowbothofthesethingshavetheirown

advantagesanddisadvantages.Nowam just

dwellingonthis.

TheChiefofEncoko,hiswifeNokonwabaandtheir

chiefpriestarrivedinthesoiloftheirforefathers.

Thesoilthatabandonedthem,asoiltheywere

closedoutoflikedogs.Astheysetinthesolidof

Nkomanzitheoriginalsoilofhisforefatherswhere

hisumbilicalcordwasburied‘aphoInkabayakhe

yonjelwekhona’somethinginMqwathimoved.The



memoriesofhischildwoodspecificallyoftheday

he,hisfatherandmotherwerechasedoutofthis

palaceonarainyday.Walkingonfootburnedfrom

theirhome,theywalkeduntiltheirfeetwereswollen,

theywereshakingbecauseitrainedonthenuntilit

stopped.Theywerehungryandtiredbuttheykept

goinguntiltheyreachedEncoko,itwasjustaforest

backthen.Thesoilwasrichandhisfatherthoughit

besttosettletherebuildtheirhome.Lateronmore

peoplecamefrom differentplacestheywerechased

outfrom,someaccusedofwitchcraftandsomeof

beingrapistsandrobbersbuthisfatherhadfaithin

them andtookthem in.ThatishowEncokocameto

be.

Chief:Noneedtohaveaheavyheartmychiefthings

havechanged.

Mqwathi:HowhavetheychangedwhenIstillhave

nobackgroundbecausethesepeopledidn’twantto

betoldrightfrom wrong?

Chief:Thatmeanstheyarereallyyourfamily

becauseyouareexactlylikethatyourself.



Nokonwaba:Don’tdothatyoutwopleasestop,we

areinaforeignlandandwedon’twantpeople

havingadifferentopinionofus.

Chief:Thisisnoforeignlandmydearthisisyour

husbandshomeandthesoonerheacceptsthatthe

better.

Mqwathi:Idon’thavetoacceptanythingaboutthis

place.

Theyallgottothegateofthepalaceandthey

showedtheirinvitationandtheywereallowedin.

Mqwathi:Wherehaveyoueverseensomething

showapieceofpapertoenterhishome?

Chief:Thishavechangedsinceyouleftthisand..

Mqwathi:Ohsonowyouadminthatthingshave

changed?(inthehouseBukhosishockedeveryone

ashepushedthechairhesatonanditfell

backwardsasheranoutsidewiththeking

Nkosibutheandthechiefspriestranafterhim.He

wentstraightforthecarthatMqwathiandhis



peoplewereinandheturnedandsawthisman

runningtowardsthecar.)

Mqwathi:Whatthehellisgoingonnow?

Chief:Whatnow?

Nokonwaba:Lookatthatmanrunningtowardsus

(shewasshakingbecauseBukhosiwasslowly

turningthecloserhegotthothecar)

Mqwathi:MyGod!Hisabeast,mygreatunclehad

thatthing!Pleasedon’ttellmethatMzuvukilehasit

too.

Chief:ThatisnotMzuvukilebutalivinggodof

Nkomanzi.

Nokonwaba:What?No!!!(shescreamedasBukhosi

gottothecarandbangedonitrightontopanda

littleholeopenedandhisfansappearedonhis

handsashestuffedthem inandpulledthecarapart

leavingitintwopieces.Onewiththefrontthathad

thedriverandMqwathiandthebacksideis

Nokonwabawiththechiefpriest.Heputthosedown

andlookedatthem,theygotoutofwhatusedtobe

acarandstoodinfrontofhim)



Bythemaindoorthesistertookcareofthecrown

princessIminathiasshefaintedatthesighofher

husbandchangingintoananimalrightbeforeher

eyes.BythecarBukhosibowsdowntoMqwathias

theotherpeoplewereshockedlookingathim.

Bukhosispokeinavoicethatwasnothisbutthatof

thelatekingofNkomanzifatherofNkosibuthe.

Bukhosi:AnotherprinceofNkomanzihasreturned

home,anotherroyalbloodhasfounditswayhome,

welcomehim tothelandofhisforefatherswherehe

wasunjustlychasedoutofhishomewithhisfamily.

ThegodsofNkomanziwelcomeyouMqwathi,

Dikela,Noni,Blangweusidindi.(bythistime

Mqwathicouldn’tholdhistearsastheyranfreelyon

hiswrinkledcheeks,hearingthevoiceofamanthat

waslikeasecondfathertohim growingupdid

somethingtohim.WhenheleftNkosibuthewasjust

ayearoldandhewas7)

Mqwathi:Mythanksmyking,comingherewasa

struggleformebutnowmyheartisatpeace.



Bukhosi:Gotoyourforefathersgravesandpayyour

respectsmyprinceandnowChiefofEncoko,now

yourvillagewillprosperasyouwilluntieallthe

ancestorsofbothsides.

Mqwathi:Iwilldoasyouhaveaskedmyking.

(Bukhosigotupandrantowardsthebackand

jumpedonhisusualplacegoingtotheroyalburial

site)

NkomanziChief:Gowithhim mychiefforthatis

whatthegodswant.(heturnedtoNkosibuthe)my

kingpleaseorganizeagoattocleansetheChiefand

anothertowelcomehim home.Todaywewillhavea

ritualbeforearitual.

Nkosibuthe:Asyoupleasewiseone.(heturnedand

wentontogiveinstructionsasboththechiefpriests

wenttotheburialsitewithMqwathi,while

NcebakaziandNobukhozitookNokonwabainside

thepalace.

Joburg-hospital



Sticksstoodtherelostandconfusedaboutwhatjust

happened.Heresortedtosittingonthebenchagain

andwaitforanotherupdate.Acallcamethrough

andhefisheditoutofhispocketandJacobsname

flashedonthescreenandhepickedup.

Convo:

Sticks:Jacob

Jacob:Anyupdate?

Sticks:Nothingconcrete,am worriedmanbecauseI

don’tknowwhatisgoingonhere.

Jacob:ImighthaveasolutionbutIwillgetbackto

youinanhour.

Sticks:Isitrelatedtothis?Becauseisdon’twantto

hearaboutbusinessrightnow,thisisallmyfault!

HadIstayedhomeandlookedafterhernoneofthis

wouldhavehappened.

Jacob:Don’tblameyourselfbutIwillgetyou

answersthatiswhatam herefor.

Sticks:ThankyouJacob

Jacob:Sure.



Hedroppedthecallandwentthroughhispictures

lookingatthepicturesontheirouting.Hesmiledto

himselfrememberinghowbeautifulandpeaceful

shelookedduringthosefewdays.Hethen

rememberedthatLisawasneverokayeversince

theygotbackfrom thetrip,hewonderedifsheate

somethingonthetriporsomethingbutcouldgetthe

answershewaslookingfor.Hespottedthedoctor

cominghiswayandthisisafteranhouraftershe

lefthim confused,hestoodup.

Sticks:Docwhatisgoingon?

Doctor:Wellwhenyousaidshewascoughingblood

andpiecesofmeatIthoughtshehaslungcancer.

Sticks:So?Isitlungcancer?

Doctor:Noit’snot,whenIleftherewedidsome

testsandhurriedtheresultsandtheyjustcame

through.It’snotcancerandifwedon’tfindwhatis

eatingherliverthiswayshewilldieduringthenight.

Sticks:Iwanttoseeher



Doctor:Followme(thedoctorledthewayand

Sticksfollowed.Sheshowedhim thewardandhe

wentin)

Sticksheartsankashesawhislovelayingthere

lookingpalelikeshehasnobloodrunningthrough

herveins.Hewentsatinthechairnexttoherand

tookhishand.

Sticks:Ohmybaby,myLisa,mylove.Youknowthe

dayImetyou,youwereoutofitbuteventhenyou

lookedsobeautifulandheartpoundedlikeitwas

goingtojumpoutofmychest.Ihaveneverloved

beforesoIdidn’tknowwhatwashappeningbutI

knewwasthatIwantedtobeclosetoyou.When

yougottoJoburgandIsawyouwerestillhungup

onBukhosiitbrokemyheartbutstillIcouldn’tstay

awayfrom you.Whatam tryingtosayisthatIlove

youLisakhanya,Iloveyousomuchthatam afraidof

losingyou,am goingtogomadifIloseyoubabe

andam tellingyounowthatIwillnotbeableto

function.Am sorryIwasn’ttherewhenyouneeded

methemost,pleasemyloveforgivemeandcome

backtome,IpromiseIwilldobetterandIpromiseI



willtakeyouhometoseeyourparentbecauseam

suretheymissyoubynow.Butinorderforthatto

happenIneedyoutocomebacktome,don’tgiveup

onmenow.ThedoctorIgotisarrivinghereinan

hourbecauseIsenthim ajet,hanginthereforMy

please,IneedyouLisa.(hewasacryingmessas

hisphonerangandhereachedforitandJacob’s

nameflashedonthescreenyetagainandhestood

upandwentoutthenstoodbythedoor)

Convo:

Sticks:Jacob

Jacob:Tellthentotreatforironpoisoning

Sticks:What?

Jacob:Thisisnotimetoquestionmepleasenot

now!Gotellthedoctortotreatforironpoisoningam

coming.

Sticks:Sure

Hedroppedthecallandstartedcallinglikeamad



person.

Sticks:Doctor!!!!Doctor!!!!(thedoctorandnurses

camerunningandpushedthedoortoLisa’sroom

butshewasstable)

Sticks:Icalledyouherenowlistentome,treather

forironpoisoning.

Doctor:OhmyGodWhatdidn’twethingofitwhen

thesymptomsarethere?Gogettheantidotefor

ironpoisoningnow!!(thenursesran)

Doctor:Am sorry

Sticks:FornowdoyourjobthedoctorIgotwillbe

hereinanhourtotakehercase.

Doctor:Butsheis...

Sticks:Diyourdamnjob!!(thedoctorhurriedout

andleft)

Stickssatonthebenchwithhisheadburiedinhis

handsandforthefirsttimeheprayedtoGodtosave

her.
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Matatiele (notedited)

SettingfootathomeandIdon’tmeancominghome

from work,No!Imeangoinghomewhereyouwere

born,whereyougrewup,whereyoustartedyourlife.

Whenyousetfootinthesoilitdoesn’tmatterhow

longit’sbeensinceyouwenthomebutwhenyou

finallygetthereyouwillfeelthedifference.Theair

feelslighterandfresh,thegrassisgreenerandit

feelslikethebirdssinglouder.That’showMqwathi

feltwhenhesetfoodinhishome,eventhoughhe

hadangeraboutthethingsthathadhappenedinthe

pastbuthefelthowgooditwasbeinghomeonce

again.Nowtomakemattersevenworseheget



welcomedbackbythegodsofthelandthemselves

waybeforetheroyalfamilyevensayanything,that

madehim feelworthy,welcomedandcaredfor.

Evenwhenthechiefpriestinstructedthem to

slaughterforhiscleansingnoonequestionedhim

asheexpected.Astheywenttothepalaceburial

sitehewonderedwherehisunclewasandifhe

wouldallowthecleansingtotakeplacebutfornow

heonlycaredaboutfinallypayinghisrespectstothe

peoplethatprotectedhim evenwhenheintheland

offugitives,alandtheynowcallhome.

NkomanziChief:Myprincepleasestartwiththelate

Kingsrestingplaceandpayyourrespects,wewill

giveyousometimetoyourselfthenwewillmoveon.

Mqwathi:Mythankswiseone.(boththechief

priestsmovedawaygivinghim spacewhileBukhosi

baseNkomanziwasstandingbythegateasPower

himselfasifguardingsomething)

Mqwathi:Ohmydearuncle,wheredoIevenstart?

Youwerenothomewhenwewerechasedoutofthis

landlikedogs,yourbrotherandhisfamilywere

chasedoutoftheirownhomejustforhavingan



opiniononthewayyourbrotherhandledbusinessof

thepalace.IknowyouweregoodofheartandI

knowyoumighthavelookedforusbutwherewe

wenttowasjustamareforest,youwouldn’thave

foundusevenifyouwantedto.Iam heretodayam

amannottheyoungboythatlefthereyearsago.A

manwithmanyflawsandbloodonhishandhoping

bythecleansingthatwillbedonehereIwillbe

forgivenbyyouandallthegodsofNkomanzi.Isay

Nkomanzibecauseevenmyfatherwasthesonof

thissoil,mayyouforgivemeandshedlightinmy

wayasIembarkonanewjourney.(hestoodupand

didwhatneedstobedoneandmovedfrom one

gravetothenextpayinghisrespectsthenthey

walkedhome)

Mqwathi:Ifeellighternow,mythankswiseone.

NkomanziChief:Don’tThankme,itwasthegods

thatbroughtyouhere.

Mqwathi:Whoisthis(pointingatPower,yousee

powerisnotjustabeastlikehumansizewithfur

andanimalnose,eyesandfeet.No!Poweris

werewolfkindofbeastthesizeofanelephantand



whenhechangesitstartswithhiseyes,hands,feet

thenthewholebodyturninghim intothisbigdog

lookingbeastthatcanchangeform betweenthe

godsofhiskingdom)

NkomanziChief:ThatisagodandGuardianof

Nkomanzi.

Mqwathi:Isn’thelikemybiguncle?

NkomanziChief:Youuncleonlyhadthebestbuthe

couldonlyturnfrom eyes,handsandfeetbutstill

remainedhuman,whilehechangeseverywhereand

cantakeanyform ofthegodthatwantstopassa

messagethroughhim thenhewouldturnintohim.

Wenawhatyousawwhenyouarrivedwasjustpart

ofwhathecando.

Mqwathi:Hemustbepowerfulbuthehasfeatures

ofsomeoneIknowbutam notsurewho.

Chief:YouAndIbothknowwhobutyouwill

rememberbeforeweleavethissoil.(theygottothe

palaceandtheygoatwasreadyforhim tobe

cleansed,hewasgivenaspearandhepokedit

doingasthewayofhispeople.Thenoisefrom the



goatfilledthepalaceandthepeopleyelled‘Camagu’

meaningweagree.Thegoatwasslaughteredand

thecleansingtookplace)

Power:Itisdone,youarewelcomedmyprince.

Mqwathi:Mythanks(themenwentbythekraal

finishingofftheprocessbutatthebackofhismind

Mqwathiwantedtoseehisuncleandgivehim a

peaceofhismind)

InsidethehouseIminathiandNokonwabawere

sittinginthesameroom witheachonestilllostin

theirownthoughts.Ncebakazicameinandsawthat

theyweredeepinthoughtsthattheydidn’tevenhear

hercomein.

Ncebakazi:Molwenibethuna,khangesikwazino

kwazonakakuhlemnandinguNcebakaziinkosazana

endalayalaphaekhaya(greetingpeople,wedidn’t

evengetthechancetogettoknoweachother,Iam

Ncebakazitheolderprincessofthisland)

Nokonwaba:Ndiyaxolisankosazanakukuthinje

bendisothusweyileyenzekeapha.Mnandingu



NokonwabaunkosikaziwaseMaqwathinindizalwa

yintombiyaseMampingeni,utatayenaenguMbhele

(am sorryprincessbutIwasjustshockedbywhat

happenedhere.MynameisNokonwabawifeofe

Mqwathini,mymotherisMampingaandmyfatheris

Mbele)

Ncebakazi:Apleasuretomeetyou,from whatI

heardyourhusbandistheprinceofthislandanda

chiefofhisland,whichmakesyoutheprincessof

thislandandachiefswifeofyourland.

Nokonwaba:Thatissocomplicatedbutam gladhis

rightsarebeingacknowledgedinhishomeandI

knowthatwillmakehim happy.

Ncebakazi:Weaim toplease,yourhusbandisfamily

andsoareyou.

Nokonwaba:Thankyouprincess,pleasetellmewho

isthisladybecauseitseemssheisstilloutofit.

Ncebakazi:Thatisthecrownprincessofthisland,

thewifeofmybrotherBukhositheonewhoscared

youwhenyougothere.Thereasonsheislikethatis

thatsheisanewwifeanddidn’tknowyetthather



husbandisaguardianofthiskingdom.

Iminathi:WhatdidImarrysisNcebakazi?

Ncebakazi:It’snotwhat,it’swhoandyoumarried

BukhosibaseNkomanziguardianoftheland,the

princeandthefuturekingofNkomanzi.

Iminathi:Whywasn’tItoldabouthis?

Ncebakazi:ThatisforyourhusbandtoanswerbutI

suggestyoutreadcarefullywhenyoubringupthe

topic,Iwillgetyousomerefreshments.(shewalked

out)

Iminathi:Whatdoesshemeantreadcarefully?This

manhidthemostimportantpartofhimselfandam

supposedtotreadcarefully?

Nokonwaba:Mydear,thisiswhatiscalledmarriage.

Idon’tknowhowyourscameaboutbutIsuggest

youlistentoher.Ihavefoundoutthingsaboutmy

husbandthatmademeresenthim foralongtime

butthenIrememberedallthethingshehaddonefor

meinthepastwithoutjudgingmeandIforgavehim.

Iam notsayingdothesameallam sayingisgive

him achancetoexplainhimselfasBukhosibecause



believemeyoudon’twantthosegodsofhiscoming

outtoexplainthemselves.

Iminathithoughofherfather’sdeathandhow

Bukhosisupportedher.

Iminathi:Ihearyouandthankyouforyourkind

words.Ifyoudon’tmindowouldliketokeepin

contactwithyousothatyoucangivemeadvice.

Nokonwaba:IwouldlikethatbutIdon’twanttostep

onthetoesofthequeen.

Iminathi:Thereisnoqueeninthiskingdom yet,the

kinghasnowife.

Nokonwaba:InthatcaseIwillbehappytoassist.

BackinJoburgAmandawokeup9hour’saftershe

slept,shewokeupfeelinghungry,shewokeupand

wenttothebathroom didherbusinessthenwashed

herhandsandfaceandmadeherwaytothekitchen

stillyawning.ShesawJacobsittingonahighchair

havingasandwich.

Amanda:Goodevening(yawns)



Jacob:Yeah

Amanda:Whereiseveryone?

Jacob:Don’tknowjustgothere

Amanda:Okay,Am sorryIdidn’tcookIwasn’t

feelingwellsoItooksomepillsandtheyknocked

meout.

Jacob:It’sokayIam havingasandwich,Ifigured

youwerenotwellornotherebecauseIdidn’tsee

you.

Amanda:NoIwasherebutIwasasleep

Jacob:OhIhearyou

Amanda:Iwillhaveanapplethenstartcookingam

suretheguysarealsohungry.

Jacob:mmmm

Amanda:AreyouOkay?

Jacob:Why?

Amanda:Am askingbecausetodayyouareworse

thanyourusualgrumpyandunpredictableself.



Jacob:Imustbetiredthen.

Amanda:Okaythenletmecook.

AmandastartedwiththepotswhileJacobkepta

closeeyeonherandtheingredientsshewasadding

tothefood.ButwhenAmandaturnedaroundhe

wouldfocusonhisphonekeepingastraightface.

Backatthehospitalthethespecialisthadalready

arrivedabout7hoursagoandattendingtoLisa.It

hadbeen5hourssincehewentinandhasnotcome

outwithanupdateyet.Thedoctorsfrom the

hospitalincludingthechiefofstaffwereupand

downtryingtoimpressthemostprestigiousdoctor.

Stickswasworriedandtiredbutrefusedtoleave

untilhegetsanupdateonLisa.Thedoctorfinally

cameoutfollowedbyabunchofdoctorsand

residentsdoctorsaswell.Sticksstoodupandthe

doctorstoodinfrontofhiswhiletheotherdoctor

andresidentswerebehindhim.

Sticks:Beforeyousayanythingpleasetellyourarmy

toleavebecauseam sureyouaremorethancapable



ofgivingmeanupgradewithoutthem holdingyour

hand.

Doctor:Myapologies(heturnedtothedoctors)I

willtakeitfrom herepleaseleaveus(theyturned

aroundandleft)

Doctor:Nowthepatienthasbeenpoisonedwithiron

foraperiodofroughly3weeksandsomedays.Asa

resulttheironhadgottentoomuchinherbodythat

itstartedeatingawayatherliver.Aswespeakshe

onlyhashalfoftheliver,whichiswhyshewas

coughingpieceofit.

Stick:Willshebealright?

Doctor:Shewillbe,weoperatedonherandremoved

thepartoftheliverthatwasalreadydamaged.So

am expectingherrecoverytotakeupto2weeksof

which1shewillspendhereatthehospitaltobe

monitored.

Sticks:Ihearyoudoctorandthankyouforcoming

onceagain.

Doctor:it’sapleasurenowgohomeandrestyouwill

onlyseehertomorrowbecausesheisheavily



sedated.

Sticks:OkayDoctorThankyou(Sticksleftthe

hospitalgoinghome,ittookhim lesstimebecauseit

wasalreadylateintheevening.Hegothomeparked

andwentintothehouse)

Jacob:Youback

Sticks:Yeah

Jacob:Howisshe?

Sticks:Shewillbealright,howdidyouknow?

Jacob:Let’sgotomyoffice(theywentouttothe

backtoJacob’soffice)

Sticks:Outwithit

Jacob:WellwhenIgothereandsawthis(he

showedhim apictureofthebloodhetook,Sticks

facechangedfrom tiredtoanger)soItookasample

andgotittestedthat’showIfoundhow.

Sticks:Whodidthis?

Jacob:Don’tworryam goingtofindoutsoon.

Sticks:Iwanttosonofadogfoundwithinthenext



twodayJacob,Iwillmakeanexampleofhim and

whowoulddothiswithoutbeingcaughtforthislong?

Jacob:LeavethistomeandIwillsortitout.

Sticks:Itrustyou.

Stickswasfumingbecausehewantedtofindout

whothetraitoramonghispeoplewas.Hewas

alreadythinkofthingshewilldotohim whenhe

getshishandsonhim.

Like,commentandshare
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Matatiele (notedited)

Nownomatterhowmuchyouenjoybeinghomebut



therearesomepeopleyouwouldliketoavoid.Like

thoseauntswithbigbreastsandamouththatis

blackfrom whatiscalledintshongo.It’slikethey

smellwhenyouarehomeandcometovisit,butwait

tilltheymeetyouandsqueezeyoubetweenthose

sweatsmellybreastsandkissyouwiththoseblack

lipsohandnotonthecheekbutstraightonthe

mouth.YesIknoweveryonehasthatauntandthen

whentheystartchattingthefirstquestiontheyask

iswhenareyougettingmarriedandtellyouhowold

yougettingandhowyouragematesaremarried

withkidsandsoforth.It’sexhaustingbutthoseare

thejoysofbeinghome.

TheroyalfamilyofNkomanziweresittingonthe

diningtableabouttohavedinner.Everyoneisthere

thatwouldbeMqwathiandhiswife,Nkosibutheand

hisdaughtersandson.Bukhosi,hiswifeandgrand

mother.Themaidensserveddinnerandeveryone

startedeating.

Mqwathi:IknowIjustgotherebutIdon’tknow

everyonehereit’sbeenawhilesinceIleftandI



wouldliketoknowwhoam diningwith.

Nkosibuthe:Iam Nkosibuthe,kingofNkomanziand

thosetwoaremydaughters.Theoneonyourrightis

theeldestNcebakaziandtheoneonyourleftis

ZodwathenmysonnexttomeBukhosi.

Mqwathi:ApleasuretomeetyouagainNkosibuthe

becauseIrememberwhenIleftyouwerejustayear

old.

Nkosibuthe:Youknowme?

Mqwathi:YesIdocousin,yourfatherwastheelder

followedbyhisbrothertookoverwhenyourfather

leftforsomeduties.Thenmyfatherwasthe

youngest.

Nkosibuthe:WowIwouldn’trememberisIwasthat

young.

Mqwathi:Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,whereisour

crueluncle?

Nkosibuthe:HedoesearlierthisyearandIcame

backtotakebackwhatisrightfullymine.

Mqwathi:Iheardhechasedyouawayaswell.



Nkosibuthe:YeshedidbutintheendIcameback

home.

Mqwathi:Good,Ihaveanotherquestionyourson

looksfamiliar.

Nokonwaba:Permissiontospeakroyals

Nkosibuthe:Noneedtoaskforpermissionyouare

family.

Nokonwaba:Myking,Iknowyoursonandam sure

heremembersmetoo.WemeetbackatEncokoand

hecameforAsithandile.

Mqwathi:Youknowmydaughterson?

Bukhosi:Howismysisteryourdaughterwhenher

fatherdiedafterourmotherdiedinyourvillage?

Mqwathi:AreyouNobuntu’sson?Nowonderyou

lookfamiliarnowIseetheresemblance.

(Nkosibuthebecameuncomfortable)

Nkosibuthe:HowDoyouknowNobuntuandwhydo

yousayherdaughterisyours?

Mqwathi:Wellit’salongstorythatIwouldrathernot

getintowhentherearenochildrenhere.



Nkosibuthe:Allthechildrenleaveus,Bukhosi

remains,everyoneelsegototheotherdiningroom

andfinishyourdinner.(nobodyaskedanyquestions

astheystoodupandlefttheroom withtheirplates)

Nkosibuthe:NowTellusdearcousin,howdoyou

knowNobuntu?

Mqwathi:WellIcouldsithereandliebutIwon’tdo

thatbecauseIhavebeenlivingalieallmylife.Well

NobuntuwasmarriedtoSakhumziandtheylivedin

myvillageaftercomingbackfrom Mthatha.Long

storyshortmyvillagewassufferingandsomeone

paidmetodrugandsleepwithNobuntusothatshe

couldfallpregnantbecauseapparentlySakhumzi

couldn’thavekidssoIdiditandgotpaidandhelp

outmyvillage.That’showAsithandilebecamemy

daughter.

Nosakhele:Howcruelcanonebe?Imeanmy

daughterhadnochoiceinthemattershewas

actuallyavictim.Youviolatedmydaughterwithout

herknowledge,nowondermygranddaughterwas

sickshewasintroducedtoancestorsthatarenot

hers.Howcruelcouldyoube?



Bukhosi:Iwouldliketobeexcused

Nkosibuthe:Bukhosisitdownsonsothatwecan

resolvethisasafamily.

Bukhosi:FatherIfIstayhereonemoreminuteIwill

killthisman.

Chief:Lethim leavemyking(Bukhosistoodupand

left)

Nkosibuthe:Thatwasaloveofmyloveyouviolated

cousin,themotherofmyheirandthewomanthat

wassupposedtobethequeenofthisland.

Chief:YouwillhavetocleanseBukhosiandhis

grandmother,paydamagesforallthatyouhave

doneandwelcomeyourdaughtertothefamilyand

introducehertoherrightfulancestors.

Nkosibuthe:Asithandileisnotinthecountryatthe

moment.

Mqwathi:Iknowthat

Nosakhele:HowDoyouknowthat?

Mqwathi:I...



Nosakhele:Didyouhaveanythingtodowithher

kidnapping?

Mqwathi:Nobutthewomanwhopaidmetosleep

withNobuntutookherandtoldmetocontinue

helpingherandshewon’tharm herbutIhaven’t

heardfrom herinalongtimebecausenowam

dealingwithherassociates.

Nkosibuthe:Iam sureyouaretalkingaboutmy

heartlesslatewifewhoIdon’tknowhalfthethings

shegotupjusttokeepmeawayfrom myson.

Mqwathi:Wasthatcruelwomanyourwife?

Nkosibuthe:SadlyYes,awifechosenformebymy

socalleduncle.

Nosakhele:Thiskeepsgettingbetterandbetter.I

am goingtoleaveandrestmyoldbones.My

daughtersufferedalotandIwasn’ttheretoprotect

her.

Mqwathi:Am sorryforallthatIdid.

Nosakhele:Willthatbringmydaughterback?

Mqwathi:Nobut...



Nosakhele:Ineedtogetsomerest(sheleftthem

thereandBukhosicameback)

Bukhosi:Iwantthismangone

Nkosibuthe:Bukhosiheisfamilyandwehaveto

resolvethis.

Bukhosi:It’seitherhegoesorItakemywifeand

leave.Andbesureofthis,Iwillneversetfootinthis

palaceagain.

Chief:Thatwillbeatragedymyking,theguardian

cannotleavethepalaceandnotcomeback.That

willbringNkomanzitoitsknees.

Bukhosi:Makeyourchoicefather

Nkosibuthe:Bukhosimyson,Ijustfoundyou,infact

Ijustfoundallofyoupleaseletmeresolvethisthe

rightway.

Mqwathi:Iknowsorrywon’tbringbackyourmother

anditwon’tchangewhatIhavedonebutam

ashamedandam sorryforallthatIhavedone.

PleaseforgivemedearguardianofNkomanzi.

Bukhosi:IspeaknotastheguardianofNkomanzi



butasthesonofawomanheneverknew,asonofa

womanthatwasviolatedandkilledwithoutmeeting

hersonagain.Ispeakinthefleshandnotasthe

spiritortheguardianbutasabrokenchildwho

neededandwaitedforamotherthatneverreturned.

Nkosibuthe:Pleasesondon’ttalklikethat,ithurts

mebecauseIaswellwasnotapartofyourlifeand

whenyouspeakthiswayyouspeaknotonlyofyour

motherbutofmeaswell.Iapologizemydearson

forthebothofus,pleaseforgiveus.

Bukhosi:Clearlyyouhavemadeyourchoice,long

livekingNkosibutheofNkomanzi,Mayyour

kingdom prosper,mayyourdaughtersgetmarried

andhavechildren.Mayyouallhavepeaceinyour

lives.(BukhosiwentupstairsandIminathiwas

there)

Bukhosi:Didyouunpackanythingwhenwegothere?

Iminathi:NoitgotsobusythatIdidn’thavetime,I

candoitnow.

Bukhosi:Notakeyourbagsweareleaving.

Iminathi:Whateveritisthatisgoingonisnotworth



leavingyourfamilyatatimelikethis,pleasemydear

princereconsider.

Bukhosi:Ismywifegoingtodefinemenow?

Iminathi:Notatallmyprince.

Bukhosi:ThenDoasIsayIbegofyou.

Iminathi:Verywellthen(shetookherbagsandthat

ofherhusbandsoutoftheclosetandBukhositook

them)

Bukhosi:Letsgohome(theyleftgoingdownthe

stairsandNcebakaziandZodwawerestandingat

thebottom ofthestairs.

Ncebakazi:Pleasedon’tleaveusagainbrother

Zodwa:WeneedyouBrotherpleasedon’tleave.

Howcanakingbewelcomedandcrownedbythe

peoplenowwithoutthecrownedprinceandprincess

present.

Bukhosi:Youknowwheremyhomeiswhenyou

needmesistersbutrightnowIcan’tbehere.(he

leftthem thereandpassedthediningroom tothe

maindoorandNkosibuthefollowedthem)



Nkosibuthe:Sonpleasedon’tleaveIneedyouhere.

Bukhosi:Youhaveyourrapistofacousinyoudon’t

needme(heopensthecardoorandgotitand

reversedoutandleftNkosibuthethere)Nkosibuthe

wentbacktothehouseandsatonhischair.

Mqwathi:Am sorryIcameandam sorryIruined

Yourcoronationandmostimportantlyam sorryIgot

betweenyouandyourson.

Nkosibuthe:Itiswell,hisangryandit’s

understandable.WewrongedNobuntuandour

childrenandnowwearepayingforit.

Chief:ItisclearasdaynowthatthisNobuntu

womanwastheonewhowasmeanttobequeenin

thisland.Thegodstriedbyallmeanstogetherto

theroyalpalacebuttheevilwonwithherandnow

thechildrenarepayingtheprice.Mykingyouhave

togettheguardianbackhomeorwhatwillhappen

nextwon’tbepleasant.

Nkosibuthe:ButHowBecauseBukhosiisstubborn.

Chief:Findaway.



Guyssorryfornotfinishingtheinsert,mybatteryis

lowandelectricityjustwentoff.ButIwillpostagain

afterIcharge.
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Colombia (notedited)

Theevilneverthinkthattheirtimewillcome,they

alwaysthinkthatthingswillgotheirwayandnothing

cantouchthem.Theyforgetthatlifeislikeawheel

thatturns,todayam theoneatthebottom but

tomorrowyouwillbetheoneatthebottom.The

wholefamilyoftheIronRosecompanywasattheir

happiest,moneywasrollingin,theirbusinesses

werelegal,theirhospitalisopeninginaweekand

theirarmsdealbusinesshasbeenacceptedbythe

arm tosupplythem withspecialweapons.Thedrug



businessofRodrigoisatitspeakwithXimena

gettingnewbusinessalloverthecountryand

makingcopiesofthecontractsbeforesendingthe

originalstobekeptinthesafe.Everythingwasjust

goingsmoothlyandsowastheplanforXimenato

sendRodrigotojailforever.

Rodrigo:BabeIwanttodosomethingniceforyou

butyouaredressedtogoout.

Ximena:Nobabeam notgoingoutperseam just

meetingwithMartinastodiscusshislatestjob

beforeIcomehomeandrest.

Rodrigo:OkaythenpleasegonowIwanttoprepare

somethings.

Ximena:Whatareyouupto?

Rodrigo:Nothingyoujustcomebackstraighthome

afterthemeeting.

Ximena:Notevenahintofwhatisabouttogodown?

ImeanyoumakingmeanxiousthatImightnoteven

gotomeetMartinas.

Rodrigo:Ohno!Yougoingorthatmanwillwantto



comeheretomeetwithyouandthatwillruin

everythingsopleasego.

Ximena:IneverthoughtIwouldseethedaywhen

am chasedoutofthishouse.

Rodrigo:Welltodayisthatdaymylove,soplease

leave.

Ximena:WOW am leaving

Rodrigo:Byeeandhurryhome.

Ximena:Am beingchasedoutbutImusthurryback?

Rodrigo:JustgoXimena

Ximenagotintothecarwithtwoguardsfollowing

her,shedrovetotheirofficebuildingbecausethatis

wheresheismeetingMartinas.

-Ihopeam doingtherightthingherebutifthisisa

mistake,pleaseGodletmyfamilyforgivemeandat

leastgetmybodytoburyme.

Shesaidalittleprayerassheparkedinfrontofthe

building.Shegotoutofthecarandtookherbag



thentookhertimewalkingintothebuildingasshe

wasnervousandscaredofwhatMartinaswillsayor

dowhenshetellshim everything.Shegottothe

boardroom andhewassittingalonehavingaglass

ofscotch.

Martinas:Mylady

Ximena:EveningMartinas

Martinas:Howismyladydoingtoday?

Ximena:Verywellthankyouforaskingandyou?

Martinas:Notwell,am worriedthatImighthave

messedupsomethingthatiswhyyouwanttosee

mealone.Butalsohopefulthatyouwillhelpmeget

outofwhatevermessIhavemade.

Ximena:Ohnodon’tworrythisisnotaboutyoubut

me.PleasesitdownandIwouldlikeyoutolistento

mewithoutinterruptinguntilIfinish.

Martinas:Okaynowam curious(hesatdownand

lookedatXimena)

Ximena:Letmestartbyintroducingmyselftoyou.

MynameisAsithandileMalingaallthewayfrom



SouthAfrica.

Martinas:Waitareyouaspy?

Ximena:Nobutpleaseletmefinish(Martinas

noddedalreadynervousaboutwhathewasaboutto

hearbecausehetruststhiswomanandtherearea

fewpeoplethathetrusts)

Ximena:AsIwassaying,Icomefrom SouthAfrica

andthemanyouknowasRodrigohereisalsoa

SouthAfricancitizenwhichyoumightknowabout

him.Butwhatyoudon’tknowishowheruinedmy

life.(Martinasfacechanged)thatmanwasdating

mysisterandImethim afterhealmostranmeover

withhiscarbecauseIwasn’tlooking,hetookme

homeandmadesureIwasalright.Imethim again

whenmysistersandIhaddoubledateswithour

partnersthatiswhereIrealizedthatthemanwho

savedmewasmysistersboyfriend.Sowe

introducedeachotherbuthehasotherplans,hetold

everyoneonthetablethatiwashisandthathewill

doanythingtohaveme.Obviouslythemenreacted,

thatwouldbemyboyfriendandmyoldersisters

boyfriendbeathim upandtoldhim nevertocome



back.Mysisterwashurtbecauseshelovedthisman

andsowasIbecauseIfeltthatIcontributedtoall

thathappenedsomehow.MysisterandIspokeand

wewerefineshedidn’tblamemeinfactshewas

happythatshefoundoutthekindofmanhewas.

LongstoryshortwhenIwasgoingtomyhometown

whereIwasborntodosomeritualsbecauseIwas

sickandnotsleepingwell,thatmorningIwokeup

earlytogobuyafewthingsfortheroadandIwas

goingtomeetingmybrotherandgrandmaintown

andIdon’tknowwhathappenedbutIwokeuphere.

Hehadkidnappedme,changedmynameand

registeredmetoschoolhereandthat’showXimena

wasborn.OverthepastyearandfewmonthsI

forgotaboutgoinghomebecausetherewasno

hopebecauseeverythingIdidwasmonitoredeven

thecallsImadeandtheinternetIused.Whenhe

introducedmetothisbusinessIthoughtthiswas

mychancetotakehim downbutIhadtobesmart

aboutitandnottakedownpeoplewhohadnohand

inhisdealingswhichiswhyImadesureeverything

thatisbeingdonehereislegalandmadesureto

cleanyournameandeverything.Alsohim beingin



chargeoftheonlyillegalbusinesswehavewasmy

planbecauseIwantedosendhim tojail.Nowam

sureyouwonderingwhyIam tellingyouthisnow,

wellbecauseam graduatingnextweekandIwantto

sendhim tojailatthesametimesothatIcango

homeandseemyfamilyandalsoam tellingyou

becauseIknowyouwouldwanttobailhim outofjail

andallthatwhicham hopingyouwon’t.

Martinas:Iwilldoevenworse,yougethim tojailand

Iwillmakesurehediesinthere.Rodrigoknowsthat

womenareournogoareaandhewentand

kidnappedyouandbroughtyouherethinkingwe

won’tknow?Ximenayoudidwellbyinvolvingme

andIhopeyouhaveenoughevidencetoatleast

keephim inthereforthatnightformetoputmyplan

inplace.Am gratefulyouthoughtaboutdrugdealers

likeuswithbloodonourhands,Am gladyousawus

worthyofasecondchanceatthislifeanddoing

thingsbythebook.Thankyouforhavingagood

heartandIdon’tblameyouforwhatyouareaboutto

dobecauseIwouldhavedoneworse.Twoyearsthis

mankeptyoufrom yourfamilyandthatisnochild’s



play.

Ximena:CominghereIwasscaredofwhatyou

mightsayordotomebutam gratefulIcame.

Martinas:Don’tworrymyladyIam behindyouallthe

way.

Ximena:Thankyou,letmegohiswaitingforme.

Martinas:Besafemylady,don’tgiveoffanything

youalmostthere.

Ximena:IthinkIcanmanageafewdays.

Martinas:Good.

XimenalefttheofficeandMartinasmadeacalland

thepersonansweredintworings.

Convo:

Voice:IneverthoughtIwouldhearthisvoiceever

againsinceisawyouontvdoinggoodstuffandshit.

Martinas:Idon’tforgetwhereIcomefrom thateasy.

Voice:Goodtoknow.



Martinas:Ihaveajobforyou.

Voice:Moneyinmywife’sbankaccountandwhen

sheconfirmsthejobisdone.

Martinas:WorrynotIwilldoitnowmaybetomorrow

shewillconfirm butthejobisnextweek.

Voice:Am allears.

Martinas:Afriendofmineiscomingoverthatside

sometimenextweekandIwantacleancutonhim.

Voice:Ohmywhatdidthesum ofbitchdoto

deservethefamouscleancut?

Martinas:Hemessedwithwhatismostdeartome,

theonewhomademewhoIam todayandtookthe

copsofmyback.TheonewhomadesureIgoout

thereandwalkthestreetswithoutthefearofcaps

andcopcars.

Ximena:DamnIwantthispersontocleanmeupas

well,thisisnotlifemanandam missingoutofalot

ofthingsfrom myson.

Martinas:Dothisandwewilltalk.

Voice:Name?



Martinas:Rodrigo

Voice:WhatbutIthoughtthatwasyourhomeboy.

Martinas:AsIsaidhemessedup.

Voice:Consideritcleanedandcuptopieces.

Martinas:Ilikethesoundofthat.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandMartinaslefttheoffice

andgotintohiscarandsatthereforawhilebefore

moving.

Martinas:Rodrigomighthavedoneabitchymove

buthehelpedusatthesametime,thisgirlgaveus

somethingwelongforgotwewillgetitbutnowwe

haveitbecauseofherandRodrigo.Ijusthopeshe

wasn’tthishurtaboutwhathedidbutIunderstand

wheresheiscomingfrom.Mydaughterwashaving

nightmaresformonthsaftershewaskidnappedby

motherenemiessoIunderstandwhereXimenais

comingfrom.Rodrigoisliabilitynowandsheisa

assettoallofus.Hethendroveoff.



Ximenawenthomeandwhenshegottherethe

lightsweredimmedandtherewererosepedalson

thefloorgoingallthewaytothediningroom.

Ximena’sheartstartedbeatingfastthinkingthat

Rodrigomighthavedecidedtotakehervirginity

tonightasshehadnoexcusetogetoutofit

becauseherperiodwaslastweekandheknows

howsickshegetsonherperiod.Shewalkedinand

thetablewassetnicelywithsoftmusicplaying.

Ximena:Am home!

Rodrigo:Putdownyourbagam onmyway.(sheput

downthebagandmadeherwaytothetable)

Rodrigo:Letmegetthatforyoumylove(heopened

thechairforherandshesat.Hewentandforthe

foodfrom thekitchenandservedher)

Rodrigo:Letseat.

Ximena:Whatistheoccasion?

Rodrigo:Ijustwantedtothankyouforturningoutto

bethebestgirlfriendIhaveeverbeenwith.Ximena

youcompletemeandIkeepfallinginlovewithyou

everyday.Thisistosaythankyouforthat.



Ximena:OhIreallyappreciateit.

Rodrigo:Andit’syourbirthdaynextweekandtimeto

takeourrelationshiptothenextlevel.AsaresultI

bookedusaweekendaway.

Ximena:Iwouldlovethatbutyougoingawayon

Wednesday.

Rodrigo:Yesam goingawayonWednesdaybutam

takingthejetbackonThursdaytogethereFriday

morningintimeforustogo.

Ximena:Okaythat’sgoodthenIwillpackafew

thingsforus.

Rodrigo:Thankyoubabe.

Joburg:

Stickswasinthekitchenhavingbreakfastbefore

goingtothehospitaltocheckonLisa.Amandagot

inandmadeacupofcoffee.

Amanda:Goodmorning



Sticks:MorningAmanda

Amanda:Youupearly

Sticks:Am goingtovisitLisaatthehospitalandI

wanttobethereforthefirstvisit.

Amanda:Issheawake?

Sticks:Sheshouldbebynowbecausethedoctor

saidshewillwakeupthismorning.AndIhaveto

passsomewheretogethersomethingtoeat.

Amanda:Noletmemakehersomethinglightlikea

smoothieandachickenwrap.

Sticks:OkayYourightshemightnotwanttoeat

anythingheavy.

Amanda:WaitformeIalsowanttogoseeher.

Sticks:Okaybutam leavingin30minutes.

Amanda:Don’tworryIwillbedone.

Sticks:SureletmecheckonJacob

Sticksleftandwenttothebackcottagetocheckon



Jacob.Heknockedandwasinvitedin.

Sticks:Morningman.

Jacob:Sure

Sticks:Am abouttogotothehospitalsoIwantyou

totakecareofbusiness.

Jacob:Surebutdon’tgoemptyhandedmanyou

knowhowhospitalfoodis.

Sticks:No!Amandaismakinghersomethingweare

goingtogetherinthenextfewminutes.

Jacob:Amanda?

Sticks:Yeah

Jacob:Okaybutkeepyourphonecloseam working

onsomethingImightneedyourgoaheadonitall

goeswell.

Sticks:Suremanandthanks.

Jacob:It’sallgoodman,sayhitomadam forme.

Stick:Shewillkickyourbuttifshehearsyousaythat

youknowhowmuchshehatesit.



Jacob:HahaIknowthatwillmotivatehertocome

homeanddealwithme.

Sticks:Thatmightwork.

Amanda:Bhutlet’sgoam ready

Sticks:Seeyoulaterman.

Jacob:Sure

SticksandAmandaleftandJacobwenttohis

computerandcheckedthefootageandhesawitall.

Heclosedthecomputerandwenttothekitchen

wherehefoundtheironpoisonandputitinan

evidencebag.SentamessagetoSticks

Man,getridofthefoodAmandamadeoryouwillkill

Lisa.Trustme.

Sticksphonebeepedandhetookitoutofthepocket

andclickedonthemessagethengotangrybut

decidedtocalm down.



Sticks:AmandamayIhavesomeofthefoodyougot,

Ididn’teat.

Amanda:Nolet’sgotothedrivethroughandgetyou

somethingtoeat.

Sticks:NoIwillstopatMcDonaldandyoucangoin

Ineedtomakeafewcalls.

Amanda:Sure

TheydrovetoMcDonaldandAmandagotoff

leavingSticksfumingandcallingJacob.

Staytuned
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Joburg (notedited)

Thereisasayingthatnogooddeedgoes

unpunished,nowifyouaskmethesayingistwisted,

tomeitshouldsaynobaddeedgoesunpunished.I

meanbecausemostofthosewhodobaddoget

theirpunishmentonedaybutitdoesmakesensein

somewaybecausemosttimeswhenyoudogood

yougetpunishedforitasifyoudidsomething

wrong,yougetblamedforpeople’sreactionsjust

becausetheywerenotreadytofacethetruth.Take

forexampleyourbestfriend,thiswomanyouhave

knowforsometimeandyoulookoutforeachother,

thenyoufindoutthatherboyfriendischeatingon

herthenyoutellherandwhatdoesshedo?She

accusesyouofbeingjealousofherrelationshipand

blamesyoueverythingthateverwentwronginher

relationship.Butwhenyoudon’ttellherandfinds

outofherownandyoutellheryouknewbutdidn’t

wanttogetinvolvedsheaccusesyouofbeingabad

friend.Soeitherwayyouwillbeinthewrong.

AmandaleftafumingSticksinthecarwhileshe



wentinsideMcDonaldtogethim breakfast,he

looksatthesmoothieshemadeLisaandopenedit

thenspilleditonhimselfandonthechairandmade

suretospillthewholelotofit.Amandacomesback

whilehiswipingthechairbeforewipinghimself.

Amanda:Bhutiwhatdidyoudo?(shelookshorrified)

Sticks:Am sorryAmandaIcouldn’tresistandnow

myphonehadtoringwhileopeningitthenwhenI

reachedoutforitthat’swhenthesmoothiespilled.

Amanda:Am sorryaslongasyoudidn’tdrinkit(she

quicklyrealizedwhatshehadsaidandquicklytries

tocoveritup)Imeanyoudidn’tevengettodrinkit.

Youshouldhaveaskedmetomakeyouone.

Sticks:It’sokay,Lisacanhavemybreakfastit’s

alreadylatetogetsomethingelsenow,let’sgo.(he

drivesoffstillfumingwithangerbuttriedbyall

meanstocontainhimself)theygottothehospital

andparkedthenmadetheirwayinandmetthe

doctorcomingoutofLisa’sward.

Doctor:Goodmorning,Iseeyouarewellrested.

Sticks:Iam doc,howisshe?



Doctor:Sheisrespondingwelltothetreatmentand

haswokenup.

Sticks:That’sgoodnewscanIseeher.

Doctor:Onepersonatatimeandonlyfor10

minutes,sheneedsalltherestshecangetto

recover.

Sticks:Ihearyoudoc.(thedoctorsleftandSticks

madehiswayinandhisheartbrokeatthesightof

Lisalookingpalewithcrackedlips)

Sticks:Heydiehard.

Lisa:hahadon’tmakemelaughit’spainful.

Sticks:Am sorryhowareyoufeeling?

Lisa:LikeIhavebeenhitbyatrain.

Sticks:YouwillgetbetterIpromise,Ihavebrought

youbreakfast.

Lisa:Icandowithsomethingotherthanhospital

food.IevenmissAmanda’scooking.(Sticks

clenchedhisjawsandstoodupandtookouttheMc

Donaldbreakfastthenmadehersitproperlysoshe

caneatandshestarteddiggingin)



Sticks:SoTellme,whathappenedbecausewhenI

leftyouwerefineandarguingwithmeaboutgoing

backtoschool.

Lisa:HonestlyIdon’tknow,oneminuteIwas

watchingtvanddrinkingteaandthenextam

coughingbloodwithpiecesofmeat.Whichfreaked

meout.

Sticks:Strange,whatkindofteadidyoumake

yourself?

Lisa:ItwasjustanormalherbalteaAmandamade

me(shesaidwithoutpayingattentiontoStickswho

suddenlyhadamurderousface)

Lisa:Thisbreakfastisgood,feelslikeIhaven’teaten

inalongtime.

Sticks:Am gladyouenjoyingit.Thedoctoronlygave

me10minutessoIhavetogetgoingsothatyou

canalsogetsomerestbecausewhenIcomeback

hereIwanttogohomewithyou.

Lisa:WellinthatcaseleavesothatIcanrestand

convincethedoctortoletmegohome.Ican’ttake

thisplaceanymore.



Sticks:IcanimagineandIhavebeenthinking.

Lisa:Yes?

Sticks:Iwanttotakeyouhometoseeyourparents

afterthis.Iknowyougoingtosayyounotreadybut

howdoyouthinkItheywouldhavefelthadyoudied

herewithoutmakingpeacewiththem?

-[]Lisa:Theywouldhaveblamedthemselvesand

mymotherwouldhaveblamedmyfatherforkicking

meout.Sight..asmuchasIam notreadyYourightI

havetogoseethem butIwanttograduatefirston

Saturdaythengohomewithmydegree.Atleastthat

willmakemyfatherproud.

Sticks:Okaythenit’ssettledbutifyoudon’tget

dischargeduntilgraduationIwillgocollectyour

certificateforyou.

Lisa:AsmuchasIwouldlovetobethereto

graduateinfrontofothersandtakepictures,ifmy

healthdoesn’tallowitthenIwillhavetosettle.

Sticks:Youdon’thavetosettleforanybabe.Ifyou

notdischargedIwillaskthedoctortoletyougo

thenIwillbringyouback.



Lisa:Iwouldlovethat,nowgoplease.

Sticks:Areyoualreadytiredofme?

Lisa:Nevermylove.

Sticks:Iknowbabe,letmegosortoutafewthings

thenIwillcomebacklateronOkay.

Lisa:Okaythen(hekissedherforeheadandwent

outandAmandastoodup)

Amanda:Howisshe?CanIgoandseeher?

Sticks:Idon’tthinkthatisgoodideaandIdon’t

knowwhatthedoctorwastalkingaboutbecause

thispersonlookslikeshewilldieanymomentnow.

Amanda:Isitthatbad?

Sticks:Worse,herlipsarecracked,sheispale,can’t

evensayonewordwithoutstoppingandtakinga

breath.It’sbadandIdon’tknowwhattodoanymore.

Amanda:Shewillbefineyouwillsee.

Sticks:IappreciateyoursupportAmanda,nowlet’s

gohomethisplaceisdepressing.(Amandasmiled

asStickstookherhandandtheywalkedoutthe



hospitalandintotheparking,heopenedthedoorfor

herandsheslidesinandhewenttohissideand

theydroveoff.OnthewayAmandaislookingoutthe

windowwithasmileonherfaceasStickshand

neverlefthers.TheygothomeandJacobwas

outsidewiththeguys)

Sticks:SureGuys

Them:Bozza

Sticks:Amandacanyouprepareussomethingtoeat,

Ihaven’teatenallday.

Amanda:Sure(Amandawenttothehousetomake

food)

Sticks:Yourcrib

Jacob:Surelet’sgo(theywenttotheback)

Sticks:TellmethisisnottrueJacob

Jacob:IwishIcouldbutunfortunatelyIcan’t.

Sticks:Let’sseewhatyouhaveforme(Jacobwent

tohiscomputerandswitcheditonthenhewentto

thefootageanditshowedAmandasmilinginthe

kitchenmakingfood)



Sticks:Howcansomeonelikethatdosomethinglike

this?

Jacob:Lookatthismorningsfootageandhearwhat

shesays.

Sticks:Playit(Jacobconnectedit)

ThefootageshowedAmandamakingthesmoothie

andtakingthecontainerwiththepoisonandadding

ittothesmoothiethensays‘Iwillmakesureyou

don’tgetoutofthathospitalalive,Itoldyoutoleave

Sticksalonebutyoudidn’tlisten.Youcan’tcome

hereandtakewhatIhavelongwaitedfor’Jacob

switcheditoff.

Sticks:Whatthehelliswrongwiththiswoman?

Jacob:Sheisobsessedwithyouman.

Sticks:ButInevergaveheranyhope,Amandalived

inthishouseformanyyearsandnotoncedidIact

inappropriatelywithher.

Jacob:Youcanneverknowman,sowhatnow?

Sticks:Doyouhavethepoison?



Jacob:Sure(JacobtookitoutandgaveittoSticks)

whatareyougoingtodo?

Sticks:Watchthefootageandyouwillsee.(Sticks

tookthepoisonandwentintothehouseand

Amandawasbusyinthekitchen,Stickswenttothe

cupboardandstoodthere.)

Sticks:Canyougetmewaterfrom thefridgeplease

Amanda:Youmustbereallyhungryforyoutobe

standingherewhileIcook.

Sticks:Youhavenoidea(Amandawenttothefridge

totakeoutthewaterwhileSticksputthepoison

backintothecupboard)Amandafinishedcooking

andaskedStickstocalltheguyswhileshesetsthe

table.Stickscalledtheguysinandwenttocall

Jacob.

Jacob:Whatareyouuptoman.

Sticks:Watchandsee

Jacob:Thiswon’tendwell.

Sticks:Justasitdidn’tendwellforLisanowlet’sgo

eat.



Jacob:Alright(theywentintothehouse)

Jacob:ThefoodsmellsamazingAmanda

Amanda:Ohit’snothingJacob,sitwhileIgogetthe

food.(theguystooktheirseatsandAmanda

broughtthefoodandtheydishedforthemselves,

Stickstookonespoon)

Sticks:Thisisgoodbutitneedssomething.

Amanda:What?

Sticks:Backpepperletmegogetit(hestoodup

andwenttogetthatbottleasthepoisonwasinit

andcamebackandsatthenopenedthebottle)

Amanda:Letmeseethatbhuti

Sticks:Itblackpepper(hesaidpouringitinand

Amandanoticedthatitwasthepoisonandtookit

from Sticksthenpushedhisplateanditfelland

broke)

Jacob:WhatthehellAmanda!

Sticks:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Amanda:Nothingthatisnotblackpepper



Sticks:Thenwhatisit?

Amanda:It’sadifferentspice

Sticks:Thenitwon’tdoanyharm sogofishme

anotherplatesothatIcantasteit.

Amanda:No!!

Sticks:That’sitam sickofthis!Whatthehellis

wrongwithyou?

Amanda:NothingbhutiButthatspiceisnotgoodto

eatrawitmustbecookedandblendinwiththe

ingredients.

Sticks:Amandaam notachildandifIwanttohave

myfoodwiththatspiceIwilldoso!Nowgogetme

myfoodIwanttoeat.

Amanda:No!Iwon’tletyoukillyourselfnotafter

everything

Sticks:Whatareyoutalkingabout?(theotherswere

busyeatingandwatchingthesetwoastheygoon

andon)

Sticks:Youknowwhatam goingtogetthefood

myself(hewenttothekitchenandtookanother



platethencamebackanddishedforhimselfand

tookthatbottleagainbutAmandawentandtookit

from him)

Sticks:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Givemethat!

Amanda:No!

Sticks:AmandaIsaidgivemethatnow!

Amanda:No!

Sticks:Youthinkam playingwithyouright?(went

toAmandaandtheyfoughtoverthebottleuntilitfell

andbroke)

Sticks:Whatthehelldidyoudothatfor!

Amanda:IwillnotletyoukillyourselflikeLisa.

Sticks:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Amanda:Nothingam justangry

Sticks:Don’tfuckwithmeAmandawhatthehelldo

youmeanbythat?

Amanda:Isaidnothing!Don’tyousaythingsyou

don’tmeanwhenyouangry?(Stickswenttoherand

pushedheragainstthewallandchockedher)



Sticks:Tellmewhatthefuckyoumeant!

Amanda:Sticks..youarehurtingme

Sticks:TellmewhatyoumeanorIkillyourightnow

Amanda:Okay...Iwilltalkjustletmego(Stickslet

hergoandshestartedcoughinguncontrollablyuntil

shecomesdown)

Stick:Nowtalk!(hebangedhisfistsonthetable

andthatstartledAmanda)

Amanda:Thatwasnotaspiceit’sthepoisonIhave

beenfeedingLisa.PleaseunderstandthatIdiditfor

usbhuti(crying)Iwantedheroutofthewaysothat

wecanbetogether.

Sticks:WhatgavetheideathatIwoulddateyou?

Amanda:Becauseyoulovemebutbecauseyou

blindedbythelustyouhaveforLisayoucan’tsee

that.Wehavebeenthroughalottogetherwecan’t

Lisadestroythat.

Sticks:NoyouhavebeenthroughalotandIhelped

you.

Amanda:Thatalonewaslove,nomanwoulddothat



forawomanfornothing.Youlovemeandwere

patientwithmeandnowam readytoacceptyour

love.

Sticks:Jacobtakehertothecrocodilesandbring

meherbonesam goingtodecoratemyofficewith

them.

Amanda:Youcan’tdothattomebhuti

Sticks:Watchme,noonemesseswithwhat’smine

andgetawaywithit.JacobdoasIsayandgetyou

friendtocleanthebonesbecauseIneedthem.

Jacob:Sure(hepulledAmandabythearm while

shecriedholdingontoStickswhopulledawayand

shefellandJacobdraggedherway)

Mthatha

IminathiandBukhosiarehavinglunchinthedining

table.

Bukhosi:BabeIwasthinkingweshouldgofora

weekendaway,weneeditaftereverythingthathas



beengoingon.

Iminathi:IhearyoumydearbutIwouldlikeyouto

fixthingswithyourfamilybeforeweleave.

Bukhosi:ItoldyouthatIwantnothingtodowith

thosepeopleaftereverythingtheyhavedone.

Iminathi:IthurtsmethatthemomentIsetfoodin

yourhomesteadyouhaveafightwithyourfamily

andyoudon’tevenlistentome.Am yourwifeand

am supposedtobringthefamilytogetherattimes

likethis(beforeBukhosicouldanswerhispager

wentoffandhestoodupandtooktheearpieceand

putitinhisear)

Bukhosi:Mylittlesister

Asithandile:Brother,howareyou?

Bukhosi:Am wellsisterjustmissingyouandhow

areyou?

Asithandile:Am Goodjustwantedtoletyouknow

thatam graduatingtomorrowandcominghomeand

Saturday.

Bukhosi:Whatabouttheproblem?



Asithandile:Bythistimetomorrowhewillbebehind

bars.

Bukhosi:Goodnowyoutalking.

Asithandile:Whereismynewsisterinlaw?

Bukhosi:She’srighthere

Asithandile:CanIgreetheratleast.(Bukhositook

offheearpieceandgaveittoIminathi)

Iminathi:Hello

Asithandile:It’sgoodtofinallytalktoyou,howare

you?

Iminathi:Ifyoucantellmehowtogetthroughto

yourbrotherthenIwouldbefine.

Asithandile:Whatisgoingon?

Iminathi:Fallourwiththefamily

Asithandile:IwillbetherethisweekendandIwill

convincehim.

Iminathi:ThankyouandIcan’twaittomeetyou.

Asithandile:Samehere,byefornow.



TheyhangupandBukhosiwasbusyinhisroom

gettingthingstogethertogofetchAsithandilefrom

Londonontheweekendandcalledhim guytomake

sureeverythinggoeswell.
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Colombia

Theysayeverydoghasitsday,Idon’tknowwhat

exactlythatmeansorwhereitcamefrom butinmy

opinionitmeanseveryonegetstheirday.Whetherto

prosperortogodownforyourdeeds.Martina’sand

hisfriendhadeverythingundercontrolandsodid

Ximena.RodrigoleftColombiawithatruckfullof



cocainetoMexicoandprivatepolicewereonhistail

becausetheyhadalreadygottentheevidencethat

wassenttothem anonymously,theyhavealso

informedtheMexicanpolicesinceMexicoisnot

theirjurisdictionandalsosentthem theevidenceas

wellastheaddresshewasgoingto.Theykept

informingthem ofhismovementsallthewayto

Mexico,Rodrigodidn’tevennoticebecausehistrips

alwaysransmoothlyhegottotheMexicanboarder

andthemenheworkedwithgavehim apass

withoutsearchinghim andheleftwhiletheguys

werearrestedbytheMexicanauthoritieswhogot

theinformationthattheywereworkingwithhim.See

theevidencetheygotwasdetailedandhadevery

contactofRodrigo,everyclient,warehouseand

routeshetakes.Thepolicehadeverythingthey

neededandtheyweretakinghisassociatesoneby

oneastheymovedalong.Theywerequietly

followinghim somepassinghim ontheroadtaking

differentroutesjustsotheydon’tblowtheircover.

Rodrigoontheotherhandcouldn’twaittogetback



homesothathecantakeXimenaonaweekend

awaytocelebratehergraduationandtofinallytake

theirrelationshiptothenextlevel.Hewassmilingas

hethoughtofthat,hethoughtofallthethingshewill

dotoherwhenhefinallymakesherhis.Heimagined

havingherwakeupnexttohim onthesamebed

everymorning,hethoughtofhowbeautifulshewill

lookinherweddingdresswhentheyfinallyget

married.Hethoughtofhowcutehercheekwillbe

whensheispregnantwiththeirfirstchild.Hewas

smilingonhisownwhentheotherguysittingnextto

him decidedtoaskhim.

Guy:Rodrigomyman,whatmakesyousmilelike

that.

Rodrigo:Nonothingman.(smiling)

Guy:Theonlythingthatcanmakeaguysmilelike

thatisawomanorhittingwhathealwayswantedto

hit.

Rodrigo:WellIdidn’thitanythingyet,beensaving

myselffortheloveofmylifeforthepasttwoyears

Ntwana(boy)



Guy:What?Twowholeyears?

Rodrigo:Yesmantwoyears

Guy:What!isshemadeofgold?Orisshethe

presidentsdaughter?

Rodrigo:Noneoftheabovemyguy,justthatsheis

differentmyman,sheisagoddess,shemakesa

manworshipthegroundshewalkson.The

confidenceshehasisnotthekindthatmakesyou

seeherasarrogantbutonethatmakesyouseeher

asindependent.Sheisthewholepackagemyman.

Guy:Ihavetomeetthisgirl.

Rodrigo:Ohthatwillbeimpossiblebutsheisthe

onethathasbeenmakingallthechangestothe

business.

Guy:Wellalltheguyshavebeenwantingtoseethe

newChiefintownbecausemyguywehavebeen

workingwelleversinceshetookover.Imeanyou

knowthatjailwasoursecondhomebutnownoneof

ushaveseenjailinmonthsandwearestartingto

evengainweight.Nottomentiontomoneydog.



Rodrigo:That’smyladyrighttheremyman.

Guy:MymanIunderstandthewaitthen,clearlythis

isnotoneofthosewomenwhocan’tlivewithout

sex.

Rodrigo:Manthisoneisstillsealed.

Guy:What?Haynomanyouareverylucky,seeI

haveneverdatedawomanwhoissealedmyguy

ever(Rodrigolaughedastheygottotheir

associatesandparked)

Hegotoutofthetruckandwentinsideandfew

minuteslaterhisassociateswhotookoverMartina’s

routesafterheretired.Notsmalltimedrugdealers

butbigshotswhosawtheopportunityandaskedto

usetheroutesandMartinasaskedthem totalkto

Rodrigoaboutitwhomadearrangements.Theygot

outsideandRodrigo’sguysopenedthetruckandthe

druglordstastedtheproductthennoddedtoone

anotherandabakiewasbroughtforwardand

openedandstacksofmoneywasfullatthebackof

thebakie.TheyexchangedthecarkeyandRodrigo



andhispeoplenowgotintothebakieanddroveoff

whiletheothersdrovethetruckintothewarehouse.

Thepolicegotinatthatmomentandarrestedthem

takingthem awaywithoutafightastheywere

caughtoffguard.Theotherpolicestoppedinfront

ofRodrigoandhisguyandpulledouttheirgunsand

badges.ThemomentRodrigosawthishestepout

ofthebakielikeabosswithhishandsintheair.

Theywereallarrestedbuttheywerenotworriedat

allbecausetheyknewtheywillbeoutthenextday

andhavetheirmoneybackaswell.

TheyweretakenintotheColombianpolicecars

sincetheauthoritiesagreedthattheywillbe

prosecutedinbothColombiaandMexicosincethe

twostateshavedifferentlawsandthecrimeswere

committedonbothofthem.ThedrivetoColombia

wassmoothastheguyswerealreadyattheboarder

whentheygotarrested.

Guy:HeyRodrigomyguy,howmuchdoyouthinkwe

canofferthesemorons?



Rodrigo:Notacentbecausetheydon’tdeserveit

(thestartedlaughing)

Guy:Ibetittheycouldhearusnowtheywouldbe

madashell.

Rodrigo:Madbutwon’tdoanythingbecauseIwould

suethem themomentam letgo.

Guy:Whodoyouthinkdidthis?

Rodrigo:Nooneman,thesefoolswereprobably

luckythistimebutIknowmygirlandtheguyswill

getusoutbymorning.

Guy:YouseewhatImeanwhenIsayjailisnolonger

ourfriend?Imeanthebossladygotuseacha

lawyersothatwearenotrepresentedbyoneperson

whowillbesuspected.Howgeniusisthat?

Rodrigo:TopItellyoumyman.(theygottothe

Colombianpolicestationandbookedthem then

escortedtoanothercartotakethem toprison)

Rodrigo:Mylawyerwillhaveapartywhenhehears

youtookmetojailwithoutgivingmemyphonecall.

(oneofthepoliceguyswhodrovethem therespoke)



Police:It’sfunnyhowyouthinkluckwillalwaybeon

yourside.ThistimeyougoingdownRodrigo!Or

shouldIsayVusi?

Rodrigoclenchedhisjawsandveinsonhisforehead

becamevisibleashewasangry.

Police:Oham sorryIdidn’tmeantoupsetyou!But

heyyoucansuemeforthathahah(hesaidand

walkedaway)

Rodrigowastheonlyonetakentoprisonwhilethe

othersremainedatthepolicestationandgiventheir

phonecalltocalltheirlawyersandtheywerealready

ontheirway.Rodrigogottotheprisonandwas

takentothecellwherebigcriminalswerekeptand

Martina’sfriendswasalreadywaitingforhim.

Guy:Bringthatonethissidehehasmoneyandpay

forhisstayhere.

Fingers:Nomyguythatoneismine.

Guy:Whosaidhewasyourshuh?

Fingers:AsktheM boss



Guy:ButtheM bossretired!

Rodrigo:Saysyoubecauseyouinhere,Martina’sis

morethanthebossoftheunderworldbutherules

thelegalaswell.

Guy:Fuck!!

Fingers:WelcometohellR

Rodrigo:Notforlongmyguy

Fingers:Wewillseeaboutthat

Rodrigo:Whatdoyoumean?

Fingerslookedathim walkedawayfrom him joining

hiscrewtellingthem thetargethasarrivebutthey

arenottodoanythinguntilthebossarrives.The

guysnoddedinagreement.

Doappreciatetheinsertbylikingandcommenting.
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ColombiaPrison

Nowwhenyourtimecomessometimesyoudon’t

knowit,likewhenabigopportunitypresentsitselfto

you,atfirstitfeelsounreallikeyouwillwakeupand

betolditwasallalie.Butyouwakeupthenextday

andfindoutit’sstillhappeningbutyoustillcan’t

believeitasaresultyoudon’teventellyourfamilyor

friendsbecauseyoufeellikeitwillbetakenaway

from youatanymoment.Nowforpeoplelike

Rodrigowhoknowsthathisbankaccountsarefilled

withmoneyandcanaffordthebestoflawyers.Fora

personlikethattobeinprisonwashardtobelieve,

inhisheadtheguardswillcomeinandtellhim his

lawyeristhereandtakehim hometohis“woman”.

ButnoonecamethateveningbutRodrigostillhad

hopethathispartnershadfoundhim alawyerandis

busyworkinghiscase.Hewasjustsadthathewill

missXimena’sgraduationbutthoughthewillmake



upforitwhentheygoontheirromanticgateway.

Ximenawokeupearlyinthemorningandprepared

herselftogotohergraduationasitwasinthe

morningstartingat8AM.Shewassadthather

brotherwon’tbetheretogiveheraproudsmile

whenshereceivesherdegree,orhergrandmother

hululilatingandcomingtostageandstandbyher

sideasshereceivesherhonor,orBathandwawho

willgiveheroneofhisbonecrushinghugsandtell

herhowproudheisofher,orhersiblingsscreaming

andcheeringheron.Butshewasaloneinaforeign

countrywithnoonetocelebrateherachievement

with.Shefinisheddressingupandtookherclutch

bagandwalkedout.Herdriverwasalreadywaiting

forherandopenedadoorforherandshegotinand

hedroveofftotheschool.Herdriverandbodyguard

washerbrother’sfriendbutshedidn’tknowthat,he

lookedatherinthemirrorthenstoppedatthe

robotsandsentBukhosiandsmstocallhim

immediately.Justashewasdrivingoffhisphone

rang.



Convo

Driver:Boss(Ximenatensedupthinkingitwas

Rodrigo)

Bukhosi:What’supman?

Driver:Nothingbossjustdrivingthemadam toher

graduationbutsheseemssad.

Bukhosi:Giveherthephone

Driver:Sure(hehandedthephonetoXimenawho

haslostallhopethatRodrigowasinjailorhopesor

goinghome)

Ximena:Hello

Bukhosi:Littlesis

Ximena:Brother!(shewasnowexcited)

Bukhosi:Yesit’sme,nowam toldyouaresadyet

yougoingtoyourgraduation,whyisthat?

Ximena:IthoughtitwasVusiandIwassadthatam

aloneonthisday.



Bukhosi:Don’tworry,goandgetyourachievement

thenpreparetocomehomeandyouwillseeallofus.

Ximena:Ihavealreadypackedandreadytogobut

notbeforeItieupsomelooseend.

Bukhosi:Gotoyourgraduationandthentakecareof

business.Rememberyounotalone,Ialwayshave

someonewatchingoveryouOkay.

Ximena:Okay,am atschoolnowsoIhavetogo.

Thanksforthecallitmeansalottome.

Bukhosi:Alwaysdearsister

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandXimenawentinto

schoolsandtheywenttochangeinoneofthe

roomsandthentheywenttothehall.Shedidn’teven

lookaroundtoseewhowastherebecauseshewas

notexpectinganyone.Butotherstudentswerebusy

lookingandwavingattheirlovedonesasthey

walkedtotaketheirseats.Thechancellorofthe

universitystoodupandstartedwiththecallingof

peopleonstagegivingthem theirdegrees.More

peoplewerecalleduntilshewasleftalone,she



wonderedwhatwasgoingon.

Chancellor:Nowthatconcludesourprogram for

todayitbeforeweleaveandgoonwithourdayswe

haveonemorestudent.Thisstudentwentand

representedusinItalyitshedidn’tstayuntilthe

program wasfinishedduetohealthissuesbutshe

managedtogetthisuniversityahonoraryawardfor

producingthemostintelligentandadvanced

studentsintheworld.Wedidn’ttellherthisbecause

werewaitingforthisdaytocomeandgiveherall

thatbelongstoheratonce.Letmenotwaste

anymoretimeandintroduceyoutoMissXimena

Diaz!!(peopleapplaudedandshestoodupgoingto

thestageatthispointshewascryingthedriverwas

busytakingavideoofthewholethingasBukhosi

askedhim to.Shegottothestagesandlooked

aroundandspottedMartina,themajorandallthe

shareholderofParezeEnterprises.Shesmiled

thinkingthatfamilyisnotonlyyourbloodrelativebut

alsothoseyouchooseforyourselfandhersecond

familywasthereforher)

Chancellor:Thisyoungladyherehastakenthis



schooltonewhighsandearnedusoneofthemost

importantawardsintheworldbutnoonlythatshe

alsowonherselfasum of$1millionthatwasaprize

inthecompetitionshewentto.(peoplewere

cheeringandherpartnerswereontheirfeetwith

proudsmilesontheirfaces)

NotonlythatshehasbeenastraightAstudentwho

kepttoherselfeversinceshegothereandshe

passedherdegreeandtheextrahonorsmoduleswe

addedtohercoursewithoutinforminghersinceshe

wasgoingthroughherworklikenoonesbusiness.

MissDiazheredidn’tonlycompleteherdegreein

thesetwoyearswithusbutherhonorsaswell(the

halleruptedwithapplause,cheersandwhistles.

Ximenadidn’tevenknowthatshewasdoingextra

assheonlywantedtogetherstraightA’sandnot

upsetRodrigo.Shedidn’tpayattentiontothefact

thattheworkshehasbeendoingwasnotwhyshe

wassupposedtobedoing.Shewascryingnow,

happyandproudofherself.)

Chancellor:ItiswithhonortopresentmissDiazwith

firstherdegreeinMarketingandhonorsinGeneral



management.

Ximena:ThankyousomuchIdidn’texpectthis.

Chancellor:That’snotallMissDiaz,themajorofthis

townandsomeofthewellknowbusinessmenin

Colombiahavesomethingforyouaswell.Majorand

thehonorablebusinessmanpleasecomeupandtell

MissDiazwhatyouhaveforher.(Martinasandthe

shareholdersmadetheirwaytothestageand

Martinaswasthefirsttotakethemic,thecamera

crewwasbehindhim astheygoeverywherewith

him tocaptureeacheventhegoesto)

Martinas:Heymyladyahahshe’scryingIdon’tthink

shewillbeabletogreetback(thepeoplelaughed)

myladythisyourlastdayinColombia,wellnotyour

lastbutyouwillbegoinghomeaftertwowhole

yearsofnotseeingyourfamily.Ijustwantedtosay

thankyouforallthatyouhavedoneforme.Iknow

thatsomeofyouareaskingyourselfwhatam

talkingabout,wellletmetellyou,thisisthewoman

beingMartinasthecaregiverandMartinasthegood

guy.Thisladysawsomethinginmethatnooneelse

sawandtodayam nolongerMartinasthemost



wantedmaninallstatesbutMartinasthe

ambassadorofbrandsandthatisbecauseofthis

woman.Shegavemelifeandnoamountofmoney

orgiftscaneverrepayherforwhatshedidforme.

Nowmyladypleaseacceptthistokenofmy

appreciation.

Crowd:Whatisit!!!!(thecrowdyelled)

Martinas:AbrandnewR8goodpeople,that’smygift

toher(Ximenawasacryingmessbecauseshe

didn’tknowtheimpactshemadeontheirlives.She

wenttoMartinasandacceptedhergift)

Ximena:Thankyousomuchthisismyfirstcargood

people!!(thepeoplecheered)

Major:Myturn!MissDiaz,forthecontributionyou

madetothiscitybyhelpingtheofficialscatchthe

mostdangerouscriminalthathadnonameforyear

thecitywouldliketoshowitsgratitudebygivingyou

atokenof500000pesobills.(thecrowdswent

crazywithcheeringandXimena’stearswerejust

falling)

Ximena:ThankyousomuchMrMajor.



Willie-shareholder:From usatthecompanyweare

sayingthankyouforconsultingforuswithout

chargingusacent.Soforthatweareofferingyou

40percentsharesinthecompanyandherearethe

papers(Ximenaknewthe40percentshareswere

Rodrigo’ssharesinthebusinessandtheothersall

share20percenteachoftheremaining60%

meaningRodrigowasamainshareholderwithhis

sharesandthoseofhismotherthathetookand

nowXimenawasthemainormajorshareholderof

thatcompanyandthatwasmorethanenoughfor

her)

Ximena:AllIcansayisthankyou.

Them:Thatismorethanenough

Theeventwasconcludedandthepeoplestarted

leaving.Shealsogatheredherstuffandwentout,

herbusinesspartnerswerewaitingoutsideforher.

Theyhaveherhugsandcongratulatedher.

Martinas:Wearegoingtoprisonbeforeyouleave.

Ximena:That’swhereIwasheadingbutIneedtoget



mybagssothatIcangofrom theretotheairport.

Driver:Yourbagsareinthecarmam.

Ximena:Wellthenlet’sgo.(theygotintocarsand

theotherpartnerswentontheirbusinesswhile

MartinasdrivebehindXimenagoingtotheprison)

TheygottotheprisonandXimenaandMartinas

madetheirwayinandweregiventhewardensoffice

touse.

Rodrigo:

Thetimeis11Am andIdon’tknowwhattheholdup

iswithmylawyer.Am hungrybecauseIwillnever

eatthefoodherelikeam oneofthem.Theyneedto

hurryuporIwilldieofhunger.(theguardcameand

stoppedbytheircellgate)

Guard:Youhavefriendsinhighplacestobehaving

specialmeetingsinthewardensoffice.

Rodrigo:Asyoucansee,Idon’tbelonghere.Now

openupIhavetogohome.(guardlookedathim



andopenedthegateandhesteppedout.Theymade

theirwaytotheofficeandassoonashesaw

Ximenahewenttoherandhuggedher)

Rodrigo:Ohbabyam sorryformissingyour

graduationbutIswearIwillmakeituptoyou.But

fornowpleasetellmeyouhavefood,Ididn’teat

heresinceIgothere.

Martinas:Ofcoursewebroughtyouyourlastmeal

(Rodrigotookthefoodandsatdownandstarted

eatingfastandhalfwaythroughthemealhe

rememberedsomething)

Rodrigo:BabeyoubeenquietandIdon’tlikeit.

ListenIknowyoumustbethinkingthatthisruined

ourplansbutitdidn’t.Thejetwillbereadyforus

whenweleaveheretoday.

Ximena:Finisheatingyoulookreallyhungry

Rodrigo:Iam babe(hecontinuedeating)

Rodrigo:Whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidmylast

meal?

Martinas:WOW Ithoughtyouwillneverask,thisis



yourlastmealhereand...

Rodrigo:IknowsoonIwillbesippingcocktailsin

someislandenjoyingthesun(hecuthim off)

Martinas:Youmeanyouwillbepushingupsoilwith

yourchestbecauseyouwillbesixfeetunderbeing

eatenbywarmsunderground.

Rodrigo:hahahdon’tplaylikethatmanbecausethis

placealreadyfeelslikethat.Whereismylawyer

anyway?

Ximena:Yourlawyerwon’tbecoming

Rodrigo:Ohmycleaverbaby,youalreadygotaway

togetmeoutofherewithoutgoingthroughthe

process.Nowthat’swhyIloveyou.(hesmiled)

Ximena:Vusiyoukidnappedme,didyouthinkIwill

forgetthatIlivehappilyeverafterwithyou?Ihavea

manwhichyoutookmefrom backhomeanda

family.Todayam goinghomeandyouwillbedead

bythetimeIstepoutofthisplace.

Rodrigo:Allthosepeopledon’tdeserveyouandyou

aretoogoodtohavemekilled.Iknowwhatdid



beforehurtyoubutIwilllivetherestofmylife

makingupforit.

Martinas:Noshewon’thaveyoukilledbutIwill.You

brokethecodeandnowyouwillpayforit(theguard

cameandescortedthem outtothecellwhere

Rodrigowaskeptanditwasempty.)theypushed

him inandFingersandhiscrewcameinandthe

guysheldRodrigo.

Ximena:GreetNosiyamcelaformeandtellherI

madeit.Don’tforgettotellhershewasrightabout

mebeingyourdownfall)

Rodrigo:Asithandileyoucan’tdothistome

Ximena:Ohnowyouknowmyname?Getonwithit

guys(theguardbroughtagrinderandhaveitto

Fingers)

Rodrigo:Pleasedon’tdoit,Ihavemoneyandshares

Icangiveyouwhateveryouwant.

Finger:Ohthemoneyyouhadisnowallmineand

thedrugbusinessyouwererunningsoam not

sparingyoufornothing.



Ximena:Ohandtheshares?Theyareminenow!

Rodrigo:No!Babyno!Don’tdothisam sorryforall

thatIhavedonetoyoupleasespareme!

Martinas:Am tiredofthisremembercleancuts

Fingerswehavepeoplewaitingforthoseorgansand

parts.

Fingers:Withpleasure(Ximenawalkedoutas

Fingersbroughttolightthegrindercuttinghislegs,

movingtohisarmswhileMartinaswatchedtakinga

videoforXimena)
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Colombia (notedited)



AttheprisonXimenawassittinginthecardoing

breathingexercisesbecauseshewasnervousabout

whatwashappeninginsidetheprison.Shedidn’t

regretthatRodrigowasgoingtodie,nobutwhat

madehermadandcausedhertotrembleisbecause

ofthefactthatsheenduresomuchfrom Rodrigo.

Atfirsthetookherfrom herlovedones,secondlyhe

madeherfeellikeaprisonerforallthesemonths

andyears.Thenhemadeherfeelterrorizedand

livedinfearbecausehethreatenedherandtoldher

whathewoulddotoherhadshenotgetthestraight

A’soreventrytocontactanyonefrom backhome.

Hemonitoredeverythingwhatshedid,from

checkinghercalllogandstatementsHellheeven

monitoredherinternetuseandsitesshewouldvisit.

Heevenscaredherintopretendingthatshewas

happywithhim andmadehereatdinnerwithhim

likeanormalcouple.Changedhernameandidentity

andbasicallytookeverythingthatshewasandthat

madeherthepersonthatsheisnow.Heturnedher

intothepersonthatsheisnow,introducedhertothe

worldofcrimeandkilling.Shehadnochoicebutto

toughenupandmakethebestofthesituationwhich



leadhertothispoint.Themoreshethoughtabout

everythinghedidtohertheangriershegot,themore

shethoughtaboutthefactthatBathandwamight

havemovedmadeherevenmoremad.Bathandwa

wastheonlylovesheknewandtheonlything

besidesherfamilythatmadesenseaftereverything

shewentthrough.

InsidetheprisonMartinaskeptontakingthevideo

ofRodrigobeingcutintopieces,limbbylimband

wasloosingalotofblood.Beforehetookhislast

breathhespokelookingatMartinas.

Rodrigo:PleasetellXimenaam sorryforallthatI

havedonetoher.TellherIstillloveherandam glad

am inthispositiontodaybecauseofher.Tellherto

makesomethingofherselfwiththemoneythatshe

got.TellherIwillneverforgether.

Martinas:Youpieceofshit!Youmakemesoangry

rightnow!Youcouldhavetreatedherbetter!Waited

forhertonoticeyou,butnoyouhadtodoitbyforce

andnowthis!F$&@kmanyoustupid.(bythistime



RodrigowaslongdeadbutMartinaswasangryat

him forallthathedid)

Martinas:Getthedamnmedicstocomeinandsort

outthoseorganspeoplearewaitingforthem!(he

shoutedandthemedicswhowereinstandbyfrom

hiscliniccameinrunningtosalvagetheorgans

whiletheywerestillviabletouse,theytookthem

andputthem nicelyinmedicalcontainers.From

heart,kidneys,liverandallthatwasimportant.After

thatwasdonetheytookthelimbsandpackthem up

thenleftimmediately.Soonafterthemedical

cleaningteam cameinandcleanedoutthescene

leavingitspotless)whenMartinassawthat

everythingwasdonehetransferredthepeoplehe

wasworkingwithmoneyandgotouttheprison.

HegottoXimena’scarandknockedonthewindow

andthedriverrolleddownthewindow.

Martinas:It’sdonemylady

Ximena:ThankyouMartinassomuch.

Martinas:Gohomemylady,butpleasedocome



backandmakecontactbecauseyoukeepussane

andgrounded.

Ximena:IwillalwayskeepintouchandIwillcome

backhereeverymonthtocheckonthings.Youknow

nowIhaveabusinesstomakesurerunssmoothly.

Martinas:Nowyoutalking!Am gladthatyouhaven’t

forgotten.

Ximena:Nobyalongshot.IfoundafriendinYou

Martinas!SomethingIneverthoughtwillhappenbut

ifdid.ForthatIthankyou.

Martinas:Letmeaccompanyyoutotheairportthe

jetisreadybeforeIstartcrying.

Ximena:Leadtheway

Martinas:Thankyoumylady(Martinaswenttohis

carandhisbodyguardswentinwithhim andthey

droveoutwithXimenaandhertrusteddriver

followedbehind.Theywenttotheairportandgotin

theprivateairplanesideandparted.Indeedthejet

wasreadyforher,shelookedatitandremembered

thelasttimeshewasonit.Itwasthetimetheyleft

Italyinarushandhadtoleavetheseminarbeforeit



ended.)

Martinas:It’sovernowmylady(shewasbrought

backbyMartinaswhoshedidn’tevennoticewas

nowstandingnexttoher)

Ximena:Itfeelssounrealyouknow

Martinas:ItwillAlrightmyladybutontheplusside

younowownajet!

Ximena:What!Doesn’tthejetbelongtothe

company?

Martinas:NoitbelongedtoRodrigo,themanwanted

tobeknownandrespectedandwhenhecamehere

inajetthatwasborrowedhevowedtobuyone.I

thoughthewasjokingitafter6monthsofyouguys

beinghereheboughtit.Nowit’syours.

Ximena:Wow,Okaythen.Butbecauseit’smostly

usedforbusinessandyourcampaignsalloverthe

worldIwouldliketoleaveitbehind.It’snotlikeIwill

needitinSouthAfricaanyway,butIwillcallyou

whenIwanttocomeherethenyoucansenditfor

me.



Martinas:Thankyoumylady,youhavebeenthrough

somuchyetyouarestillconsiderate.

Ximena:That’showIwasraised.Letmeleaveand

thejetwillturnbackinLondonsothatyoucanhave

onMondaywhenyougotoJapan.

Martinas:Iwillcontinuetomakeyouandmyson

proud.

Ximena:That’sallIneed.GoodbyeMartinas

Martinas:Goodbyemyladyandyouwillgetyourcar

withinaweek.

Ximena:OhwowIalmostforgotIhadnewwheels

(shesmiled,theyhuggedandXimenaboardedthe

jetwiththedriverwhomadeacalltoBukhositelling

him theyareleavingColombia)

Thejettookoff,Bukhosiwasanervouswreck

waitingforhissisterinLondon.Hedecidedtogo

andgetheragift,hewenttoajewelrystoreand

boughtheranecklacewithaprincessmatching

bracelet.Helookedatthem thensmiledthinkingof



hissisterwhom helastsawtwoyearsago.Hegot

sadthinkingaboutthefactthathefailedasa

brother,notlongafterhefoundhershegot

kidnappedrightunderhisnose.Hefailedheronce

againafterhefailedtogolookingforherwhenshe

neededherthemost.Hegotdisturbedbythestore

attended.

Lady:Siraretakingthatoneoryouwantmetoshow

youotheroptions?

Bukhosi:Nothisisperfectthankyou.Pleasewrapit

upformewhileIpay.

Lady:Rightawaysir(theladywentawaywhilewhile

hepaid.Theladycamebackandgaveherthe

wrappedgift.Hegotoutofthestorethenhedecided

tocallhissisters)itrangtwiceandNcebakazi

pickedup.

Convo:

Ncebakazi:Bhuti

Bukhosi:Sishowareyouandeveryone?

Them:Weareallhere!(theotherssaid)



Bukhosi:Hahahwhyam Ionspeaker?

Zodwa:Haibobhutiwewanttoknowifyougotour

sisterback.

Bukhosi:Okaythenandmywifeandmotherwhere

arethey?

Nosakhele:HayimanBukhosisilaphasonke!

Khawuthetheubujikelezangathiuzobulalaumntu

(nomanBukhosiweareallhere!Talkingandstop

goingaroundincircleslikeyougoingtokill

someone)

Bukhosi:ahahandiyaxolisamama(am sorrymother)

Iminathi:OhmyGodBukhositalkyhoo!

Bukhosi:OkayOkay!Nowthatmybeautifulwifehas

spokenIwill..

Them:Bukhosi/bhuti!(theyshoutedatthesame

time)

Bukhosi:Okaytheyarecominginfacttheywillbe

hereanymomentnow.

Zodwa:Youcalledusyetyoudidn’tevenseeher?

(justthenthejetlandedandBukhosigotlost



lookingatit,theotherswerebusytalkingandcalling

hisnamebuthedidn’thereanythingashewaitedto

seewhocomesoutofthejet.Histrustedman

steppedoutfirsttocheckthecoastthenBukhosi

smiledexcitedly)

Bukhosi:Mypeople,she’shere!Mysisterishere.

Them:What?

Nosakhele:Issheokay?(Asithandilesteppedoutof

thejetandlookedaroundandhereyesmether

brotherandsherandowntheministairsgoingdown

andrantoherbrother.Heopenedhisarmsandhe

hurriedtowardsherwithhisphoneintheotherhand.

Shegottohim andhuggedhim)

Bukhosi:Mylittlesister!OhhowmuchIhavemissed

you!

Asithandile:Imissedyoutoobrother?Howis

everyone?

Bukhosi:OhmyGodAm actuallyonthephonewith

them.Letmeputitonspeaker(heputitonspeaker)

Asithandile:Hello



Them:Yhuuuuuu!!!(theyallscreamedlnexcitement)

Asithandile:YhooIfeveryoneisthisexcitedabout

hearingmyvoicethenam notcomingback.

Them:What!!

Ncebakazi:Suphambanawena(don’tbecray!)Get

herealready!

Asithandile:Ohsisam coming!Letusstoptalking

sothatwecanbeonourway.

Nosakhele:Comebackchildwearewaitingforyou.

Asithandile:OhMakhulu(ohgrandma!shecried)

Nosakhele:Sukhalakalokumntanam umakhulu

ukhona(don’tcrymychildyourgrandmotheris

here)

Asithandile:NdiyavuyanjeMakhulu(am justhappy

grandma)

Bukhosi:That’sEnoughnowwearecominghome

everythingelsewillbetalkedaboutthere.

Them:Bye



TheyboardedBukhosi’sjetthenmadethemselves

comfortable.

Bukhosi:AreyouAlright?

Asithandile:Am morethanAlrightbrotheram happy

tofinallybegoinghome.

Bukhosi:Ihavemissedyousomuchlittlesisandam

sorryforfailingyouasabrotherandsomeonewho

wassupposedtobeprotectingyou.

Asithandile:Don’tapologiesbrother,allthathas

happenedhadtohappenbecauseifitdidn’tmaybeI

wouldn’tbethisstrongnow.Itwasmeanttohappen

anddon’tfeelbackbecausewecan’tchangefaith.

Bukhosi:Ipromisetoprotectyoufrom nowon.

Asithandile:WellnowIcanprotectmyselfbecause

ColombiataughtmealotandIkindofhavemyown

crewbackthere

Bukhosi:Lookatyoutalkingaboutcrewsandallthat.

Am proudofyousisreallybutIstillwanttoplaymy

partasabrothertoyou.Ifyouletme.

Asithandile:Ofcoursebrother(shethoughtabout



Bathandwabutshedidn’tknowhowtoaskher

brotherabouthim)

Bukhosi:Hisfineandstillwaitingforyou.Going

crazybutfine.

Asithandile:Whatdoyoumeangoingcrazy?

(Bukhosisawtheworryinhereyesandlaugheda

little)

Bukhosi:TheGuyshasbeenbusywithschooland

workeversinceyoudisappeared.

Asithandile:That’sGood.

Bukhosi:Mmm

Asithandile:What?

Bukhosi:Nothing!

Asithandile:Doesheknowthatam alive?

Bukhosi:Nobutyoucancallhim andtellhim.(he

gavehim hisphone)

Asithandile:Idon’tknowhisnumber

Bukhosi:It’ssavedtherebyhisname(shedialedhis

numberwhileBukhosiwenttogetsomethingto



drink)Asithandiledialedthenumberwithherhands

shakingandsweatingatthesametime.Itrangtwice

andhepickedup.

Convo:

Bathandwa:MrLangenispeaking

Asithandile:Hello(hewasquietforawhile

breathing)

Asithandile:HelloBathandwaareyouthere?

Bathandwa:Listenhereandlistengood,ifyoucalled

toplaygameswithmethenam afraidIdon’thave

timeforthem.

Asithandile:Bathandwait’smeAsithandile

Bathandwa:ThevoicesaysyouareherbutIdon’t

believeyou.

Asithandilewasnowhurtingthinkingthat

Bathandwawineverbelieveit’sheruntilheseesher.

Asithandile:Tellmewhattodotomakeyoubelieve

me(sheaskedandwipedawaytearsthatfell)



Bathandwa:Wheredidwemeet?Whatismy

mother’snameandwhatdoesshedo?

Asithandile:Wemetattheparknotfarfrom my

brothershouse.IjustgottoMthathaandIwantedto

getsomeairwhenIwenttotheparkwithmybooks

andyoucameandjoinedme.Yourmothersnameis

therenownedrealestateagentanddeveloper

NomthandazoLangeni.

Bathandwa:Babeisthatreallyyou?

Asithandile:It’smebabeandam cominghomewith

mybrother.

Bathandwa:OhLord!(hewascryingbutAsithandile

couldonlyhearsniffing)
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Joburg (notedited)

ThejourneytoSouthAfricafrom Londonwasalong

oneforAsithandilebecauseshecouldn’twaittoget

homeandseeherfamilyandBathandwa.Sheand

herbrotherhavebeencatchingupwithhim filling

herinonwhathasbeenhappeningbutleavingout

thefactthattheyaremorerelaxedthantheythought

andthatheknowsherfather.Hetoldherabout

Nkomanzi,hisnewwife,thefamilyandher

grandmother.Inturnshetoldhim allaboutColombia

andhowthingswereandhowshemanagedtocome

upwithaplantodestroyVusi/Rodrigoand

everythinghehadbutendedupfindingfriendsand

changinghermindabouttherestofthepeopleand

dealwiththeoneshehadaproblem with.Theflight

landedinORThambointernationalandtheybegan

exitingtheplane,shesteppedoutoftheplaneand

inhaledthefreshair,wellnotsofreshsinceweall

knowhowJoburgis.Buttoheritwasthebestthing

thathappenedtoher,shethoughtshewillneverset

footinthisplaceagainbutheresheisbackinher



country.Aplacethatbaressomuchheartacheand

happinessaswell.Shedidn’tevenrealizethatshe

wascryinguntilherbrotherwipedhertears.

Bukhosi:Noneedfortearsdearsister,youare

homenow.

Asithandile:IneverthoughtIwillevercomeback

here.

Bukhosi:Don’tthinkaboutthat,youhomenowbe

happy.Besidesthatboyhasbeenwaitingforyou

andam surehewillstartlivingagain.

Asithandile:Imusthavebeenhurtbymy

disappearance.

Bukhosi:Hewasandhefeltuseless,wealldid

becausethatguyplannedeverythingverywelland

madeitdifficultforustofindyou.

Asithandile:IknowyoutriedBrother,butthatVusi

guywassmartandalwaysastepaheadbutI

realizedthatIwashisweaknessandusedittomy

advantage.

Bukhosi:Youdidwell,nowlet’sgoJacobiswaiting



forus.

Asithandile:Whereishetakingus?

Bukhosi:Tomyfriend’shousebecausethejettoget

toMthathawillbeherearound4intheevening.

Asithandile:Okaythen.

TheywentoutandJacobwaswaitingforthem

standingnexttohiscar.Hewasamazedathow

beautifulAsithandilewasinperson,yeshesawthe

picturesbutnowseeingherinpersonwasdifferent.

Bukhosi:Jacobmyman!Meetmylittleandthelight

ofthefamilyAsithandile,babysisthisismyfriend

andcolleagueJacob.

Jacob:Apleasuretofinallymeetyou.

Asithandile:Pleasureisallmine.

Bukhosi:ShallwegoAm tired.

Jacob:SureandSticksiswaitingforyou.

Bukhosi:Nohisnotbecauseifhewantedtoseeme

hewouldhavecomehimself.



Jacob:Hedoesn’twanttoleavehisladyaloneafter

everythingthathappened.

Bukhosi:EyIheardaboutthat,howissheanyway?

Jacob:She’sfinenowandrecoveringverywell.

Bukhosi:That’sGoodman,Idon’tbelievemyboyis

inlove.

Jacob:YeahandIthinkit’stimewecashinonthe

deal.

Bukhosi:OhIremember4yearsback,hesaidhewill

neverfallinlovegain.

Jacob:Yepandwemadeabetandnowit’stimeto

payup.

Bukhosi:YourightandIwillbringitupman.

Jacob:Sure,wehavearrived.

Bukhosi:OhIdidn’tfeelthejourney

Jacob:Becausewehavebeentalkingeversincewe

lefttheairportandevenforgotwearenotalone.

Asithandile:Don’tmindme(theylaughed)



Jacobdroveinandparkedonhisspotandtheygot

out.JacobledthewaytothehousewithBukhosi

andAsithandilefollowingbehind.Theygotinand

wenttotheloungebutAsithandilestopdeadinher

tracksseeingLisasittingonthecouchfacingSticks.

Bukhosi:Helloboy!(Sticksstoodupandbrohugged

him)

Sticks:SureNtwana

Bukhosi:Unjanimfethu(howareyouBrother?)

Sticks:Am goodNtwana(boy)andyou?

Bukhosi:Goodnowthatmysisterishome.(he

turnedaroundbecausehewantedtointroduce

AsithandiletoSticksbutsawthatshewasstill

standingbythedoorwayandfollowedhereyesto

Lisawhowassittingonthecouchwiththesame

lookAsithandilehad)

Bukhosi:Littlesiscomeletmeintroduceyoutomy

friendandpartner(Asithandiledidbudgeasthe

eventsofthepastplayedinhermindlikeit

happenedyesterday)



Sticks:Whatisgoingon(hewhisperedtoBukhosi)

Bukhosi:RememberwhenIbroughthertoyouand

toldyouthatshewasgivingmeproblems?(he

whisperedback)

Sticks:YeahIremember

Bukhosi:Wellyougirlsaidanddidsometerrible

thingstoherandIguessshedidn’texpecttoseeher

here.

Stick:Damnthisisamess.

Bukhosi:Tellmeaboutit(Lisaspoke)

Lisa:Asithandile(shesaidinalowvoice)

Asithandile:Lisakhanya(shemovedtoherbrother

andfriend)

Bukhosi:ThisismyfriendSticksbuthisrealnameis

Qhawe,SticksthisismysisterAsithandile.

Sticks:FinallyIgettomeetthesisterIneverhadthe

pleasureofbeingintroducedtobythisbighead

friendofmine.

Bukhosi:HeyWatchit!



Sticks:Youstarteditbyusingmyrealname,sislet

megetahug(Asithandilewentandhuggedhim and

Lisa’seyeneverlefthersinceshecamein)

Asithandile:ApleasuretomeetyoubutIwillseeyou

properlyafterIeat,ImissSouthAfricafood.

Lisa:Icookedsowecangothroughandeat.

Asithandile:Iwouldrathereatbreadandpeanut

butterthen.

Sticks:Comeonthereisnoneedforthatplease.

Bukhosi:Yeahsispleasetryandoutthepastbehind

you.

Asithandile:Am sureLisawouldn’twanttositonthe

sametableasamurderernowwillshe?

Lisa:Am sorryAsithandileI..(shecuthershort)

Asithandile:Ididn’tcomehereforthat,Ijustgot

homeafter2yearsandIdon’twanttospoilmyday

talkingaboutyouorwithyou.Brothermayweeat

please?

Bukhosi:Ofcourse(Bukhosiledthewaytothe

diningroom whileSticksremainedwithLisa)



Sticks:Babepleasetryandunderstandwheresheis

comingfrom.Shedoesn’tknowtheLisaIknowshe

onlyknowsthefriendthatturnedherbackonher.

It’sherfirstdayhomeaftersolong,givehertime

andthenyoucantalktoher.

Lisa:Iunderstandbabeam justdisappointedin

myselfforallthethingsIdidtoher.

Sticks:Thatwillhappenbutjustgivehertime.

Lisa:Okaythenlet’sgojointhem (theywentand

joinedtheothersatthetable.Thehelpdishedout

forthem andtheystartedeating.Tensionwasso

thickonecouldcutitwithaknife)

Bukhosi:Sticks,canyoucallthepilotandfindout

howlonghisgoingtobe?Mysisteristiredandthe

familycan’twaittoseeher.

Sticks:HisherebutIjustwantedustospend

sometimetogetherandcatchupbutifthatwon’tbe

possiblethenwecangobecausewearealsogoing

withyou.



Asithandile:Whenyousayweyoumeanyouand

who?

Sticks:Eish!Lisa,meandLisa.

Asithandile:Brotheryouknowwecanhirea

helicoptertotakeupright?

Bukhosi:Iknowthatsisbutpleaseletusgotogether.

Lisa:AsithandileIknowwhatIdidtoyouwaswrong

andunforgivable.ButIwantyoutoknowthatIregret

everythingthatIdid.

Asithandile:AndIsaidam notgoingtospendmy

firstdaybacktalkingaboutyouandwhatyoudid.

Mylifedoesn’trevolvearoundyousopleasejusttry

andleavemealone.

Bukhosi:Sis...

Asithandile:NobrotherIdon’twanttotalktoLisa

shehurtmeandIdon’twanttodwellonitbutto

moveonandnothavetoseeherortalktoheragain.

ThiswomanisnothingtomeandIwouldlikeherto

pleaseunderstandthat.

Lisa:IunderstandIjustwanttosay...



Asithandile:Jesus!Doyouevershutup?IsaidI

don’twanttotalk!Don’tyougetthat?

Sticks:Am sorrysisonherbehalfam sorry,thisis

nothowIwantedourfirstmeetingtobelike.Please

sitdownandIwillgocallthepilottotakeyouhome

andwewilltraveltomorrowmorning.

Asithandile:Thankyou(Sticksleftandwentto

makeacall.Asithandilefinishedherfoodthehelp

cameandtooktheplatesaway)

Sticks:HisreadyforyouandJacobwithtakeyou

there.

Bukhosi:Sureman,wewilltalk.

Sticks:Sure(Asithandileandherbrotherleftwith

Jacobdrivingthem)

TheyarenowontheairintheirwaytoMthatha,

Asithandilehasbeenquieteversincetheyleft.

Bukhosi:Youknowsoonerorlateryouaregoingto

havetotalktoher.Evenifyoudon’tforgiveherbut

giveherachancetoapologize.YesIknowwhatshe



didwasterriblebutIwantyoutosuckitupand

listentowhatshehastosay.

Asithandile:Whyisthissoimportanttoyou?

Bukhosi:BecauseShe’smyfriend’sgirlfriendandhe

lovesher.Alsobecauseyouneedthatapologymore

thanyouarewillingtoadmitandyouareimportant

tome.Youneedclosurefrom allthisorelseitwill

consumeyou.

Asithandile:Ihearyou.

TheyarrivedatMthathaairfieldandacarwas

alreadywaitingforthem anddrovethem to

Nosiyamcela’shousewithAsithandilelooking

aroundandthinkingaboutthefactthatsheishome

andsafe.Theyarrivedatthehouseandtherewerea

fewcarsparkedoutsidebutshedidn’tpayattention

tothem andtheywenttothedoorandBukhosi

knockedandtheyopenedthedoorandthemoment

theysteppedintheyshouted.

Them:Surprise!!!!



Ncebakazi:OhmyGodWelcomehomesis!Godam

sohappytoseeyouagainandnowIcanstart

planningmyweddingbecausemysisterisback!

(sheshoutedandeveryonecheered)

Asithandile:hahahandheream Ithinkingyouhave

changed.

Ncebakazi:OhhayinevermydarlingIwillalwaysbe

thisway(theylaughed)

Zodwa:MoveNcebakaziIalsowanttohugher

Ncebakazi:Mxm youjustjealousbecauseIhugged

herfirst.(shesaidmovingaway,Zodwahuggedher

andsqueezedhertightlikeshewasgoingto

disappearagain)

Asithandile:Am backhomesafeandyouwanttokill

mewithyourhug.

Zodwa:Mxm wena!Imissedyouandam happyto

haveyoubackhome!

Asithandile;Thankyousis,Imissedyoutoosovery

much.Letmegogreetgrandmathenwewillcatch

up.



Zodwa;Don’tbelongIknowhowshecanbe.

Asithandile:Hahaletmygrandmotherbesis.(she

wenttohergrandmotherwhowaslookingather

withtearsinhereyesandthattriggereda

Asithandile’stearaswellandtheystartfalling,she

gottoherandtheyhugged)

Nosakhele:Ohumtanawomntanam!(ohmy

grandchild!)

Asithandile:Makhanda!(grandma!)

Nosakhele:Don’tcrunowchildyouarehome.

Asithandile:Am justhappytoseeallofyougrandma

andtobehome.ImissedyouandIthoughtIwill

neverseeyouagain)

Nosakhele:Youarenowdear,pleasemewaterI

wanttotakemymedication.

Asithandilestoodupandwenttothekitchentoget

hergrandmotherwater.

Voice:Mywife(herheartskippedabitatthevoice

sheknowssowellandtriedherlevelbestnotto

forget.)sheturnedaroundandtheireyeslocked.



-OhmyGodBathandwahasturnedintoagod.Ufafa

olude,izwanelomfana,intoemnyamaekhanyangazi.

Ungumfabaaphaonesixhobo,irhwanaenilentuma.

Intoenamehlongathiuyozela,oncumolusulelayo.

Bathandwawentclosertoherclosingthegap

betweenthem.Helookedatherdeadintheeyeand

pulledhertohim forahug.Thiswasnoordinaryhug

butonefilledwithlonging.

Bathandwa:Totheheartthatyearnslove,abody

thatisfullofdesiresfortheflesh,amindthatisin

prisonedbythesinsofthosewhohurther.Mylight

inthedark,mypreciousjewel.HowIhavemissed

youso.

Asithandile:AndIyouMrMooi

Bathandwapulledherforyetanotherhugthenpulled

outandkissedthelivingdaylightsoutofher.
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Thereisasayingthatgoessomethinglikethis

‘homeiswheretheheartis,nomatterhowbigor

small,whenlovelivesinahomeyouareblessed

from above’nowthisishowAsithandilefeltwhen

Bathandwaputhishandsaroundhertinywaistand

kissedher.Shefeltathomeinhisarmsandhis

chestwashersafehaven,yesshefeltathomethe

momentshesawthehappyfacesofherfamily

membersandespeciallythoseofhergrandmother

andBrothershewasworriedthatshewouldbedead

from stressbythetimeshereturnedhome.Shefelt

atpeaceseeingeveryonethatmatteredtoherso

happyandforhertobeamongthem.Butsomething

wasmissing,herheartbuthereheisnowkissingher



likehislifedependsonitandhisnotshytodoitin

from ofpeopleandthatmakesherbelievethathe

wasstillhersandshewashis.Hestoppedkissing

herandlookeddeepinhereyesasifhissearching

forsomething.AtthatmomentAsithandilesawlove

andhappinessinhiseyes.Likehewascontentwith

whathewasseeing,hepulledherinforahugand

squeezedheralittletighterlikehedoesn’tbelieve

thatit’sherinhisarms.Hepulledoutofthehugand

lookedatheroncemore.

Bathandwa:Am sorryIkissedyoulikethat(hesaid

lookinginhereyesanddisappointmentflashed

throughherface)heckwhatam Isaying?Am not

sorryIkissedyou!InfactIhavebeenwaitingtodo

thatforthepasttwoyearsandnowIhavefinally

doneitanditfeelsgood.AllIwanttoknownow

is...(hestoppedtalkingandlookedatheroncemore)

areyoustillmine?Dowestillhaveachanceyouand

I?(heaskedlookingworriedandnotsurehewanted

tohearwhatheranswerwouldbe)

Asithandile:IhavebeenyoursmorethanIhavebeen

anyoneelse’s.Imightbegettingcarriedawayhere



whenIsayIloveyouandwanttobewithyou.Butif

youwillhaveme,I’dliketobeyoursonceagain(he

lookedatherlikehedidn’thearawordshewas

saying.Likeheblockedouteverythingshesaidand

gotlostinhereyes.Eyesthatarenotsoinnocent

anymorebutstillfilledinwithloveandhappiness.

Hefinallyopenedhismouthtosaysomething)

Bathandwa:IunderstandandIknowit’sbeenalong

twoyearsandIdidn’texpectyoutobewaitingfor

me.AlothappenedinyourlifethatIdon’tknow

aboutsoIunderstandyourdecision.Asmuchasit

hurtsIfullyunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom.I

wishyourkidnappingdidn’thappenbecauseyou

wouldstillbemine.(hewasrumblingandgoingon

andonandAsithandilerealizedthathedidn’thear

whatshesaidsosheshuthim upwithyetanother

breathtakingkiss.Onefilledwithloveandemotions.

Thekisswentonforawhileuntilamoanescaped

hermouthandhepulledout)

Asithandile:IsaidIwouldlovetobeyoursagainif

youwillhaveme.

Bathandwa:Yousaidthat?



Asithandile:YesIsaidthat

Bathandwa:Howcanyouevenaskmethat?Of

courseIwantyoubabe,Ihavebeenwaitingforyou

alltheseyearswithmymothernaggingmetomove

onandtrytobehappybutIcouldn’tdoit.Not

withoutfeelinglikeIwouldbebetrayingyouandour

love.Iwaitedforyoubabeanditwasthemost

difficulttwoyearsofmylife.Notknowingwhereyou

wereorifyouweresafe,notbeingabletodo

anythingwasslowlykillingme.SoIdecidedtoburry

myselfinbooksandwork.JustsothatIdon’tthink

toomuch,thefirstweekswe’redoingthemostto

me,Icouldn’tsleepbecauseeverytimeIclosedmy

eyesIsawyouwiththatman,hurtingyouasaresult

Iwasputonmedicationfordepressionandatthat

momentIwantedtoliveforyouandatleastgoto

yourfuneralifyoucomebackdead.Ijustneeded

closurebeforeIcouldmoveon.Iloveyoubabeand

am happyyoustillwanttobemine.(bythistime

Asithandilewascryingandkeptwipinghertears

withthebackofherhands)

Asithandile:Hedidn’thurtmemylove,infactheput



metoschoolandrespectedmeasawomaneven

thoughIwashisprisoner,heworshippedtheground

Iwalkedon.Hewasobsessedwithgivingme

everythingIwantedbecausehebelievedIwashis

andhealsonevertouchedmebecausehesaidhe

wantedtodoitaftermygraduationbuthedied

beforehecouldandam happyaboutthat.

(Bathandwahastearsinhiseyeswhenheheard

thatanothermanworshippedherlikethat.Ithurt

him knowingthatanothermantreatedherbetter

thanhecouldeverhavedone.Hefeltsmalland

unimportantinherlifeafterhearingthather

kidnappertookhertoschoolandmadeherthe

personsheistoday.Hefeltlikehedidn’tdeserveher

andthathedidbecausehehasshownhermorelove

thanhewasableto.Asithandilesawthesadnessin

hiseyesandgotclosetohim andwipedhistearthat

couldn’tstopcomingout.Ncebakazicametothe

kitchentogethergrandmotherthewatershe’sbeen

waitingfrom from Asithandileandsawthemoment

betweenthetwo)

Ncebakazi:Listenyoutwo,Iseethatyoustillhavea



lottotalkaboutsoIsuggestyoutwogonowand

findaquietplacetotalk.

Asithandile:Whataboutmybrotherandtherestof

thefamily?

Ncebakazi:Iwilltakecareofthem butrightnowyou

won’tbeabletoenjoyanythingifyoudon’tgowith

him andsortthingsout.

Asithandile:It’smyfirstdaybacksisandIdon’t

wantpeopleworryingaboutme.(Zodwaalsocame

in)

Zodwa:Whatwouldhaveeveryoneworried?

Ncebakazi:ShehastogowithBathandwa,theyhave

alottotalkaboutandIthinktheyshoulddoitnow.I

meanlookatthem.

Zodwa:Wewilltalktoourbrotherandgrandma

alreadywenttobedanywaysoyoudon’thave

anythingtoworryaboutjustgo.

Asithandile:Thankyousisters

Zodwa:Ohcomehere(thethreeofthem hugged

eachother)



Asithandile:OkayIhavetogonowthen.

Ncebakazi:TakeallthetimeyouneedOkay

Zodwa:AndIwilltalktooursisterinlawtokeepour

Brotherbusy.

Asithandile;GodAm suchaterribleperson,Ididn’t

evengettimetositwithher.

Ncebakazi:Don’tworryyouhaveallthetimeinthe

worldtositwithallofusandtalk.

Zodwa:Besidesshe’sagoodwomanandshewill

understand.

Asithandile:Okaythenletmego(sheturnedand

lookedatthemanbeforeherwhohasnothingbut

sadnessinhiseyesandtheywereredtoo.Herheart

sankatthatmomentandshetookhishandandled

him outsideusingthekitchendoorsothatpeople

don’tseethem)

Asithandile:Wheretofrom here?

Bathandwa:Myplace(hesaidopeningthedoorfor

herandwenttohissideandopenedhisandgotin)

Asithandile:Whataboutyourmother?



Bathandwa:Ihavemyownplacenow

Asithandile:Ohokay(therewassilenceas

Bathandwabroughttheenginetolifeanddroveoff.

ThedrivewassilentasBathandwawasdeepinhis

thoughtsandwithtearsthatkeptrunningdownhis

cheeks,buthedidn’tbotherwipingthem.Yeshe

lookedweakatthatmomentbuthedidn’tcare.

AsithandileLeostealsglancesathim buthewas

focusingontheroad.)

TheygottoBathandwa’splaceandhepressedthe

remoteforthegarage.Itopenedandhedrovein,he

killedtheengineandsatthereforawhilewithno

onesayinganything.Thenheopenedhisdoor.And

wenttoopenthegaragedoorthatleadstothe

house,thenwentbackandopenedAsithandile’s

doorandtheywalkedin.

Bathandwa:Welcometomyhumblehome,make

yourselfathomeam coming.(heleftherthereand

wentupstairs,Asithandilelookedaroundthehouse

andIfwasbeautiful,manlybutbeautiful,ithadwhite



wallswithabitofredontheoneside.Thecouches

wereredandwithblackpillowsalloverit,atvanda

blackcoffeetable.Thekitchenwasbackandshiny

withabeautifulmumblestonesitlookedreallynice

foraman.Shewenttotheloungeandswitchedon

thetvandkeptskippingchannelsnervousashell.)

Bathandwacameinlookingfreshwearinghissweat

pantsandvestwithflipflopsandlaidonthecouch

withhisfeetbehindher.

Bathandwa:Comelayonmychest,Iwanttofeelyou

closetome(Asithandiledidn’tprotectasshetook

offhershoesandwentandsleptonhischest

listeningtohisheartbeat.Bathandwatookthe

blanketandcoveredthem)

Bathandwa:YouknowIneverthoughtIwouldget

thechancetodothiswithyou.

Asithandile:Youhaveallthetimenowthatam back

todoeverythingthatyouwantedtodowithme.

Bathandwa:Am scaredmyheart(hesaidinwhisper

andAsithandileliftedherheadtolookathim)am

scaredoflosingyouagain,am notsureifmyheart



cantakeit.IloveyousomuchthatIwaitedforyou,

butafterIheardyouspeakofthatmanlikethatam

notsosureyouaremineanymoreorifam rightfor

youanymore.

Asithandile:Whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?

Bathandwa:ThatmantreatedyoubetterthanIcould

everhavedone,Yeshekidnappedyoubuthetreated

youlikeaqueen,hisqueenfortwoyearshedidthat

foryouandgaveyoueverything.WhileIontheother

handonlyhandafewmonthswithyouandinthose

monthsIonlymanagedtomakeyoucry,notonce

buttwiceheneverdidthatinallofthetwoyearsyou

havebeenwithhim.Youaremorehisthanyouare

mine.

Asithandile:Igetthatyouareafraidthatyoumight

losemeagainbutIpromiseyouthatyouwon’t.My

heartalwaysbelongedtoyou,hemighthavedoneall

ofthosethingstoeasehisconscious.Hemight

havehadtwoyearswithmeandhadmephysically

butmyheartandsoulwereneverhis.Pleasebelieve

mewhenIsayyouhaveandneverhadany

competitionwiththatman.Iloveyousomuch



BathandwaandIthinkam moreafraidoflosingyou

thanyouareoflosingme.

Bathandwa:OhGodIcan’tbelievemyheartishome!

Mywifeisinmyarmsandistellingmeshelovesme

anddoesn’twanttoloseme.MeBathandwa

Langeni!Whowouldhavethought.

Asithandile:Stopbeingsilly

Bathandwa:ForyouIwillbeanythingyouwantme

tobe.Iloveyoumyheart.

Asithandile:Iloveyoumore(theylookedateach

otherandleanedoverandkissed.Itwasaslowand

passionatekiss,onefilledemotionsandhunger)

Theykissedforawhileandamoanescaped

Asithandile’smouthandBathandwapulledout.

Bathandwa:Babeyourmoansarekillingme.

Asithandile:WellIcanthelpit.

Hekissedheroncemoreandshemoanedagainand

thatmadehim wantmoreofher.Hekissedherfora

whileandAsithandilefelthismembergettinghard

underneathherandshetensedupabitandhefeltit



andstoppedimmediately.

Asithandile:Whydidyoustop?

Bathandwa:YougottenseandIdon’twanttomake

youfeeluncomfortable(hesaiditlookingather)

Asithandile:Heylookatme(hedidandhiseyes

werenowevenmoresexythantheyusuallyare,

smallandred)IonlytendedupbecauseIfeltyou

gettinghardandIhaveneverdonethisbeforesoI

thinkIgotalittlescared.

Bathandwa:Don’tworryaboutthat,wewon’tdo

anything,Icanwaitforyouforeverifthat’swhatyou

want.

Asithandile:NoIwanttobeyoursfully,whileIwas

kidnappedtheonlythingIcouldthinkofwaslosing

myvirginitytosomeoneIdon’tlove.Am done

waitingnowandIwantyoutotakeit,evenifwe

don’tworkoutIwouldknowthatmyinnocencewas

takenbysomeoneIloveddearly.

Bathandwa:Howdidyouimagineyourfirsttimeto

belike?BecauseIwanttomakeitspecialforyou.



Asithandile:Ihavealwaysimaginedittobewith

someoneIlove,Inevercaredaboutthewhenand

thehowallIcareaboutisbeinginthearmsofthe

manIlovewhenithappens.

Bathandwa:Doyoumindusgoingtomyroom?It’s

kindofcoldherenow.

Asithandile:Okaylet’sgo(shegotoffhim andhe

stoodupandcarriedherupthestairstohisroom

andputheronthebed)

Hewenttoherkissedherwhiletakingoffherdress

andunearthitrevealedhermatchingunderandher

beautifulsoftskin.Bathandwagothardjustby

lookingather,shekneeledonthebedandtookoff

hisvestandgotoffthebedandtookoffhissweat

pantsandtheywerenowfeltwithunderwearandhe

pickedherupanduponinbedandcoversherand

hewenttohissideandgotin.Theylookedateach

otherandstartedkissingagain,itgoheatedthat

Asithandilestartedmoaninginhismouth,hetook

offhisbrawhilesuckingherneckandthatwasher

weakspot.Shefeltherselfgettingwetandhewent

onadmiringherbreastsaftertakingoffherbra.He



gentlylaidheronthepillowandpaidattentiontoher

beastsonebyone.Suckingandkissingand

squeezing.Asithandilewasmessdownthereand

hermoansdroveBathandwacrazyashewasnow

rockhard.Hewentdownonherandtookoffher

underwearandlookedather.Shesuddenlyfeltshy

andcoveredherfacewithherhands.

Bathandwa:Heylookatme(sheremovedherhands

andlookedathim)it’sbeautifulmyheartandwent.I

loveyou.

Asithandile:Iloveyoutoo(thatwaslikean

invitationforBathandwatodevourher.Heslowly

tookoffherunderwearonelegafteranother.He

kissedherfootgoingallthewanttoherhoneypot,

thenleftthatoneandwenttoanotheranddidthe

sameandgotbetweenherlegsandkissedherinner

thighs.Asithandileshiveredatthesensationshefelt,

hestartedkissingherhoneypotandsuckingit

payingattentiontoherclitandshemoanedasthe

foreignfeelingconsumedher.Hekeptsuckingand

kissingitandAsithandilemoaningfeelingthe

pleasurethatcomeswithhistongue.Shestarted



shakingatherorgasm buildup

Asithandile:BabyIwanttopee

Bathandwa:Letitgobabe

Asithandile:Am seriousbabeIwanttopeeandI

can’tholditaaahbabepleasestoporam goingto

peealloveryouooohlord!Bathandwababeaaah!

Bathandwa:Letitgoformymyheart(hesuckedher

evenharderandshecouldn’tholditanymore,she

threwherheardbackashereyesrolledtotheback

ofherheadandhertoescurled)

Asithandile:Oooh!AaaahBathandwaaaah(she

camealloverhisfaceasshestartedshakingand

Bathandwadidn’tstopsuckinguntilshestopped

shaking,helickedhercleanandwentuptoherand

lookedather.Heeyeswerestillclosedand

breathingheavily)

Bathandwa:Lookatmemyheart(sheopenedher

eyesandlookedathim)thereyouare!

Asithandile:Whatwasthat?

Bathandwa:ThatMyheartwasyourfirstorgasm.



Asithandile:Ilovedit

Bathandwa:NotasmuchasIdid(hesaidandwent

inforakissing)hekissedhersohardthatshefelt

herselfgettingwentalloveragain,hetookofhis

underwearandgotbetweenherlegsrubbingthetip

ofhismanwoodonherclickandthatdroveher

crazy.Hedidthatforawhilekissingher,hetried

enteringthefirsttimeandshejumped.

Bathandwa:Heylookintomyeyes,don’tclosethem

justlookatmeokay(Asithandilenoddedbecause

shedidn’ttrustherselftospeak)doyoustillwant

this?

Asithandile:Yes

Thatwasyetanotherinvitationforhim togobackto

kissingher,amoanescapedhermouthandhetried

againandsheclosedhereyesashegotinhalfway

Bathandwa:Heydon’tcloseyoureyes,lookatme

myheartplease(hepleasedandAsithandilelooked

intohiseyeandsawlove)hecontinuedmoving

slowlyinandoutofher.Atfirstshefeltpainmixed

withpleasureashemovedinandoutofher.He



kissedheragainandpleasuretookoverfrom heras

shestartedenjoyingherself.

Bathandwa:Ohfuckbabeyousotightandwarm.

(hegroaned)Iloveyou

Asithandile:Iloveyoumore

Hewentonastheybothfeltthemselvesgetting

closertotheirdestinationwithscreensandgroans

from him.Hepoundedfasterashefelthimself

coming.

Bathandwa:Ohfuckmyheartam coming,ooohman!

FuckbabeIloveyousomuch(hepouncedfaster

andfasterandtheybothcameatthesametime)he

wasbreathingheavilyashecollapsedontopofher

catchinghisbreath.

Bathandwa:ThankyoumyheartforthegiftandI

loveyousomuch.

Asithandile:Iloveyoutoobutdamnam sore!

Bathandwa:Am sorryforhurtingyoumyheart.Wait

hereIwillgetyoufixedup(hewenttothebathroom

andranherabath,addedsomebathsaltsandlit



scentedcandlesputthem allroundthethebath.He

wentbackandshewasasleep.Hewentdownstairs

andgotrosesandabottleofredwine.Heputrose

pedalsinthewaterandpouredthewineinaglad.He

wentbacktothebedroom andpickedherupand

shewokeup)

Asithandile:Heywhereareyoutakingme?

Bathandwa:ToGetyoucleanedup(theygottothe

bathroom andheputherinsidethebathtub)

Asithandile:Thewinterfeelssogoodandsoothing.

Thankyoubabe.

Bathandwa:Apleasureisallminemyheart,batham

coming(heleftherinthetubthinkingaboutwhat

justhappened)

Asithandile:Ineverthoughtmyfirsttimewouldbe

likethis,itexceededmyimaginationandhemadeit

extraspecial.Inevergottimetowatchpornandtalk

sexbutBathandwamademefeelspecial.GodI

didn’tknowanorgasm feelssogood,(shesmiledto

herself)andthewayheatemeupboy!ItwaslikeI

wasgoingtopayhim todoit.Myheartiscontent,



Am home,myfamilyishappy,am educatedandon

topofthatIhaveabusinessandmoney.Not

forgettingtheloveofmylife.Mylifehasnowturned

intoadream thatIneverthoughtpossiblegrowing

upEncokogoingtoinitiatescelebrationsand

fetchingfirewoodfrom theforest.HahahIcomeso

farandam Ihavemadeit.Iwishmymotherwas

heretoseethatIhavemadeitandIhavebecome

thewomanshewantedmetobe.

Bathandwa:Arewelosingourmindsnowmyheart?

Asithandile:Nowhy?

Bathandwa:Yousmilingalonelookingatmyceiling

likeyouseeingsomethingfascinating.

Asithandile:Ohwellam justhappythat’sall.

(Bathandwasatonthebathroom matthatwas

closetothebathandtookoutaringbox)

Bathandwa:Am happytoomyheart(hekissedher

forehead)youseethisring,ibroughtiswithmy

secondpayfrom worklastyearbecauseIsawitand

thoughtofyou.BackthenIdidn’tknowifyouwill

evercomebackorifyouwillwanttobewithme



whenyoudobutIhadhope.EverytimeIfeltlike

givingupIwouldtakeitoutandimagineyousaying

yestomeandmeputtingitonyourfinger.Iguess

whatam tryingtosayis,Asithandile,myheart,will

youdomethehonorofbecomingmywife?Ilost

youonceandIdon’twanttoloseyouagain.Please

marrymeandbebymysideforever.(Asithandile

waslookingathim withtearsinhereyes,itwasn’t

themostexpensiveringbutitwasbeautifulwitha

littlediamondinthemiddle.Itwassimpleyet

elegant.)

Bathandwawaitedforheranswerwithhisbreath

held...
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Mthatha (noteditedexcusetheerrors)

Whenoneisfacingproblemsitfeelslikethe

situationwillneverchange,wetendtoforgetthatin

hardshipsthereisalwaysalessontobelearnt.In

everychallengeyoufaceitistheretomakeyou

strongeranditisthereforyoutoappreciatethe

goodtimesmorewhentheycome.Butweallknow

thatit’sdifficulttoseethebeyondyourproblems

whentheyoccur,butwhatchoicedowehave?None

buttokeepmoving,onefootinfrontoftheother.

Asithandilehasbeenthroughalotinallherlifebut

nowthingsaregoingwellforhersheisreunitedwith

herfamilyandherloveandontopofthatsheis

educatedwithmoneyinthebank.Somethingshe

neverthoughtwouldhappenwhenshewasbeing

beatenbySakhumziorwhenshewasaccusedby

thepeopleofEncokoofbeingamurderer.The

followingmorningBathandwadroveherbackhome

becauseNcebakazisentheramessagesayingher

grandmotherwantsthem togotohervillageEncoko



todowhatneedstodoneforherandtoaskfor

protectionform theancestors.Shegothomeand

bagswerealreadypacked,shedidn’thavetopack

anythingsinceshedidn’tunpackshejustfreshened

upandBukhosiandhiswifearrived.

Bukhosi:Morningfamily,areyoureadytogo?

Nosakhele:Molomntanam ewesesilindenjewena

sambeni(morningchild,wearereadyjustwaiting

foryousothatwecango)

Bukhosi:Wherearethesisters?

Ncebakazi:Righthere(shesaidastheywere

comingdownthestairsfollowingeachother)

Bukhosi:Okaylet’sgoandam drivingwithmama

andmywife.

Ncebakazi:AndIwillbedrivingwithmysisterswe

havealottocatchuponanyway.

Asithandile:Wwhavetostartintownandbuyafew

thingsbecausethehousemustbecleanedina

reallybadcoldconditionnow.

Bukhosi:Yourightsolet’sgosothatwecanget



thereanddosomecleaningandfixwhatneedstobe

fixedbeforetheceremonytakesplace.

Nosakhele:Nozobenithethaintoengapheliyokenini

nkqiuphumaemyango(youwillkeeptalkingnon

stopbutyounotgoingtothedoor)

Bukhosi:Alrightmamamasambeni(okaymother

let’sgo,theywenttothecarsandtheywenttotown)

Ncebakazi:Sosisterhowdideverythinggolastnight?

Zodwa:HeyIdon’tcareaboutwhathappenedallI

careaboutistheglowthatshehasgoingon.

Asithandile:Heysisters!(sheblushed)allIcansay

isthatam happy

Ncebakazi:OhmyGod!Youpoppedthecherrydidn’t

you?

Asithandile:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

(she’sblushing)

Zodwa:OhIthinkshe’sontosomethingbecauseyou

havebeenblushingnonstop.

Asithandile:OkayOkay!Ididpopthecherryand

(sheshowedthenthering)



Them:AaaaahohmyGod!OhmyGod!

Zodwa:Hedidn’t!

Ncebakazi:Ohyeshedid!OhmyGod!

Asithandile:WellhedidandIsaidyes,Ihavebeen

throughalotandIthinkit’stimeIbehappy.

Zodwa:IfitwasbeforeIwouldbetellingyouthat

youarerushingthingsbutafterwatchingthatman

grievingforyoualltheseyearsIdon’tobject.

Ncebakazi:Metoo!Bathandwalovesyouandyou

havebeenthroughalotandifthisiswhatyouwant

thenIwillsupportyou.

Asithandile:Thankyousisters,am justworried

aboutgrandmaandourbrother.Theywillthinkit’s

toosoon.

Zodwa:Ohno!Hebetternotsayanythingbecause

hehasabeautifulwifethatkeepshim warm atnight

andgrannyonlywantsyoutobehappy,wealldo!

Ncebakazi:Sherightandwehere(theygotoffand

wenttotheshopsandboughtgroceriesandpaint

forthehouse,newsheetsandbedding.Thenthey



wentontheirwaytothevillage)astheygotcloser

Asithandilewasreplayingtheeventsofthepastin

herhead.Shewentquietallofasuddenandthe

sistersunderstoodbecausetheyknowwhat

happenedtoherwhileshewashere.Theygotthere

andparkedinfrontoftheyardandBukhosigotout

andopenedthegateandthenthedoor.Thesisters

wentintothethreebedroom houseandchanged

thenstarteddustingandchangingbeddingwhile

theirbrotherwaspaintingoutsideandthe

grandmotherwassittingoutsideunderatree.

Nokonwabasawthem whentheycameandshe

wenttheretohelpthem clean.Shegottothegate

andwenttogreetthegrandmother.Thesisterwere

laughingandtalkinginthehousewhilecleaning.

Nokonwaba:Molwenimamaninjani?(morning

motherhowareyou?)

Nosakhele:Molomakatisiyaphilaninjaninina

(morningdaughterinlaw,Iam wellhowareyou?)

Nokonwaba:Am wellMother,Ijustsawyouarriving

andIthoughtIshouldcomeandlandahand.



Nosakhele:Thatisnotaproblem mydaughterwe

appreciateit,thegirlsareinsideaskthem whatyou

cando.

Nokonwaba:AlrightMotherletmegoin(shewent

andgreetedBukhosioutsideandwentinside)

Nokonwaba:Goodmorningprincesses(shesaid

withasmile)

Ncebakazi:MorningMotherhowareyou?

Nokonwaba:Am wellthankyou,Icantoassistwith

thecleaning(Asithandileappearedfrom theroom

andsawherthenwenttoherandhuggedher)

Asithandile:Motherhowareyou?

Nokonwaba:Am welldearandam happytoseeyou

again.

Asithandile:Am happytobebackmother.

Nokonwaba:Youlookbeautifulmydearam gladyou

decidedtovisithomeit’sbeenawhile.

Asithandile:Am notonlyvisitingmahbutIwantto

doaceremonyformyfatherbecausebeforeIlefthe

wasgivingmesleeplessnights.



Nokonwaba:OhIhearyoumydear,letmegotclean

theyardwhileyoufinishhere.

Asithandile:Okaymahthankyou.(Nokonwabawent

outsidewitharakeandabroom tosweep.Shewas

deepinthoughtsassherakedandswepttheyard)

-Thiscan’tbehappening,ifthischilddoesthisthen

theancestorswillbeangryandthinkshechose

sideswhenshedidn’tknowthetruth.Herbrother

won’ttellherbecausehetooisaveryaboutwhatmy

husbanddidbutIwillhavetotalktothe

grandmother,surelyshewillunderstand.

ShefinishedsweepingandwenttojoinNosakhele

underthetreeasthesunwasnowupandstartingto

gethot.

Nokonwaba:Ngathilizawutshisakeelilanga(it

lookslikeit’sgoingtobehot)

Nosakhele:Eweliyavakalo(yesIcanfeelit)

Nokonwaba:Mamandinombuzoaphaandazinoba

umamaakazundibonanjengomntuorongonha

xandithetha(MotherIhaveaquestionhereandI

don’tknowifmotherwillnotseemeassomeone



whoiswrongbytalking)

Nosakhele:IknowwhatyouwanttoaskandnoIwill

notletherdotheceremonyuntilyourhusband

comeshereandtellsherhimselfwhatisgoingon.

Rememberit’snotourplacetotellbuthis,the

ceremonywillbetomorrowsoIsuggesthecomes

heretodaybeforeshemakesthearrangementsfora

wrongceremonybecauseifthathappensIwilllet

her.

Nokonwaba:Howcanyoulethermotherwhenyou

knowwhereshebelongs?

Nosakhele:Iwillletherbecauseoftworeasons,one

yourhusbandhasnotdonerightbyNobuntuby

comingtoherhomeandhonoringherandappease

ourancestorsforwhathedidtoher.SecondlyIwill

letherbecauseIwillnotforceherintotheancestors

andamanshedoesn’tknow.

Nokonwaba:Youhaveapointmother,ifmotherwill

notmindIwouldliketogoandhaveatalkwithmy

husbandsothathedoesrightbyherbeforeit’stoo

late.



Nosakhele:Youdothatchildandwewillbehere

waiting.Ialsosuggestthatyourhusbandstaysclear

ofmysonifhestillwantstolive.

Nokonwaba:Iwillpassthewarningalongmother

(sheleft.Nosakhelestoodupandwenttothe

corneroftheyardwhereherdaughter’sgravewas

andstarteduprootingtheweedsandgrass)

Nosakhele:Ohmychild!Ihopeyouarehappywhere

youarebecauseyourchildrenaretogetherandhere

atyourhome.Restnowmydearbecauseallwillbe

wellnow.Am hereaswell.(shewalkedbackunder

thetree)

AtthechiefshouseNokonwabaarrivedlooking

botheredandherhusbandwassittingwiththechief

priest.Hewasthefirstonetoseeher.

Chiefpriest:Theprincessishomeisn’tshe?

Nokonwaba:Yeswiseonesheis.

Mqwathi:Whendidthathappen?

Nokonwaba:TheyarrivedthismorningandIwentto



helpthem cleanthehouse.

Mqwathi:Whenyousaythem,whoelsedoyoumean?

Chief:Ifeelthepresenceofagod,whichmeanshis

here,Ialsofeelthepresenceoftheroyalbloodof

Nkomanziandoldblood.

Nokonwaba:YouareRightmychief,theprinceis

herewiththeprincessesandthegrandmother,they

areheretodoaceremonyforSakhumzibecausehis

beenbotheringAsithandilesoshecametodowhat

heasked.

Mqwathi:Thatwillneverhappen!Sheismydaughter

andshebelongshere!Shecan’tbedoing

ceremoniesforamanthatisnotherfather!(hesaid

halfshoutingalreadyonhisfeet)

Chief:Thengodosomethingaboutit,it’sabouttime

anyway.AndIaskthatyouleavethatlittleangerat

thegateandgotherewithaclearmind.Remember

shedoesn’tknowyouasherfatherandyoudon’t

wanttoupsetthegods.

Mqwathi:Ihearyoubutam goingnow.



Chief:GoandIwillpreparetheceremonyto

welcomeherhomeandintroducehertoherright

ancestors.

Mqwathi:Verywellthen!Sparenoexpense(heleft

goingdownhilltoNobuntu’shouse.Thesistersand

theirbrotherhavenowfinishedcleaningand

painting.Theywerenowsittingoutsidetoletthe

paintsmellsubsidebeforegoingin.Theyareeating

fingerfoods)

Ncebakazi:Thisplaceispeacefulthough

Zodwa:It’sdoesbutitneedssomethingthatwill

makeitstandout.

Asithandile:It’sispeacefulherebutIhopethe

killingshavestopped.Ialsowanttoopenalodge

heresothattouristcanstayhereandenjoythe

beautyofnature.

Ncebakazi:Somesortofaneventsgardenwillalso

beagoodbusiness,wherepeoplecanhostevents

andweddinghere.

Zodwa:Icanseeitnowthatyouaretalkingaboutit,

thelodgewouldbetheresurroundedbytreesthen



thegardenwithbeautifulwildflowerstherebythe

river.

Asithandile:Yeahandroadswillhavetobeimproved

justtomakeitmoreappealing.

Bukhosi:OkayIseeitnow,howaboutyoulittlesis

focusonthelodge,youbigsisfocusonthegarden,

Zodwafocusontheinteriordesignsofthelodgeand

theflowersaroundthegarden.WhileIfocusonthe

Infrastructure,logisticsandmarketingofthe

business.Wecanhavesomethingthatweallown

togetherandmaybeonedayexpandtootherareas

aroundtheEasternCape.

Ncebakazi:Nowthat’safullbusinessplanright

there.Let’sdoit!

Zodwa:Let’stalkaboutfunds.

Asithandile:Isaysinceweallcanafforditweshould

go50/50,welookatthecostsandsplitthem even

amongourselves.

Ncebakazi:That’sagreatideabutwherewillyouget

themoney?Becauseyouspeakasifweallcan

affordityetyoufreshoutofschool.



Asithandile:Ohsister!IforgotIonlyarrived

yesterdaysoIdidn’tgetthechancetotellyouall

aboutColombiabutfornowallIcansayisthatam

financiallystable.

Zodwa:Ican’twaitforthestorybehindthat(just

thenMqwathiarrivedandgreeted,Bukhosistoodup

andlefthim standingthereandwenttothehouse)

Mqwathi:Niyaphilamama?(howareyoumother?)

Nosakhele:Am verywellson,especiallynowthatall

mygrandchildrenarehereandeventhinkingabout

thefuture.Howareyou?

Mqwathi:Am Wellmyself,princesseshowareyou

doing(allthistimehislookingatAsithandilewhois

focusedonthefingerfoodsshe’sbubblingon)

Ncebakazi:Wearewellthankyouforaskinguncle

(Asithandileheardtheunclepartbutbrusheditoff

sinceNcebakazistudiedwithwhitepeoplessoto

hereveryoldmanisuncleorgrandpa)

Mqwathi:MotherIwouldliketohaveatalkwith

Asithandileherebutam notsureifthisisagood

timeorevenifIshouldspeakinfrontofthe



princesseshere.

Nosakhele:Theycangoinsideandwecantalkhere

(NcebakaziandZodwastoodupandleftsincethey

alreadyknowwhathewantstotalkabout)

Mqwathi:EeerAsithandilemychildam gladyouare

homeandthatyouarewell.

Asithandile:It’sgoodtobehomeandIwouldliketo

thankyouforallthatyoudidformebackthen.

Mqwathi:Thatisnotaproblem mydear,eeerWhatI

wanttotellyouwillcomeasashocktoyoubutIask

thatyoulistenuntilIfinish.

Asithandile:Am allears.

Mqwathi:Wellthisiswhathappened....(hetoldher

everythingandbythistimeAsithandilewassilently

crying)sothatmeanmydearthatyouaremy

daughterandyoucan’tdotheceremonybecause

thatwouldmeanyouaredisowningyourreal

ancestorsandacceptingthoseofSakhumziasyour

own.Icanheretotellyouthatandtoaskyoutolet

meWelcomeandintroduceyoutoyourrightful

ancestors.



Asithandile:Am sorrybutIcan’tevenlookatyou

rightnow,whatyoudidtomymotherwashurtful

andcruel.Youwatchedmesufferknowingthatyou

couldhavestoppeditbutyoudidn’tbecauseofyour

ownselfishreasons.RightnowIdon’twanttosee

youandIneedtimetoprocessthis.(sheleftand

wenttotheforestwheresheusedtoruntowhen

shewasbeatingbeatenbySakhumzi,shepicked

leavesfrom thattreesheusedtopickleavesonand

madeabedoutofthem andsatdown)

-MotherAm sorryforallthatyouwentthrough,you

mightnothaveknownthatitevenhappenedbutam

sorrynonetheless.Butam happythatyoudidn’t

knowbecauseyoumighthaveresentedmeforthe

manwhocallshimselfmyfather’sdeeds.Rightnow

Idon’tknowifIshouldacceptthefactthatam his

anddotheceremonyortoforgetheexistsanddo

whatIcareheretodom.

Mthunzi:Asithandileisthatyou?(hesaidfrom

behindherandshestoodupandwipedhertears

beforeturningaroundtofacehim)

Asithandile:Ewetatandim,unjanikodwa(yesfather



it’sme,howareyou?)

Mthunzi:Ohchildam wellandam happytoseeyou

aliveandwell.

Asithandile:Am OkayFatherandhappytobehere.

Mthunzi:IknowyouarehappyandIalsoknowthat

youmightberelivingthebadmemoriesofthisplace

butIaskthatyouputeverythingbehindyouand

moveon.

Asithandile:Ihearyoufatherandthankyouforthe

wisewords.

Mthunzi:It’sAlright!LetmegoweareexpectingLisa

thiseveningshecalledsayingshecominghome.I

justhopeshehaschangedfrom whatshewas.

Asithandile:Waituntilyouseeherthenyouwillhave

youranswers.

Mthunzi:ItwasgoodtoseeyoudaughterandIhope

youwenttoschoolandstudied.

Asithandile:Ididfather

Mthunzi:Goodbecausenoonecantakeyour

educationawayfrom you.(hewalkedawaywitha



smileonhisface)

Backatthechiefsplace,Mqwathiarrivedlooking

defeatedandthechiefpriestsawhim andwentto

him.

Chief:Youbettergobackthereandmakesurethat

theprincessagreestodothisceremonyoryouwill

paywithyourblood.Theancestorsarealready

restlessbecauseshesetfootherebutsheisnotin

herpalace.

Mqwathi:Ican’tforcehertodosomethingshe

doesn’twanttodo.TheancestorscantakemeI

don’tcarebecauseIhavealsotakenmanylivesthan

Icancount.

Chief:Whetheryoupaywithyourlifeornotthegods

willneverbehappyuntilsheishereandhas

acceptedthem.Beamanforonceanddotheright

thing!Thegodswantherhereandthepeopleare

readyfortheirleader.

Mqwathi:Whatdoyoumeantheirleader?



Chief:Sheistheonewhowilltakethethrone!(he

saidandlefthim standingtheretryingtoprocess

whathehadbeentold)
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Encokovillage notedited)

Asithandilesatinthebushesforawhilethinking

abouteverythingthatshewentthroughinthepast

andthedaysshehadtospendintheforestbecause

shehadnoonetoruntoornowheretorunto.When

shegottiredshewentandsatbytheriverlistening

tothesoundofthebirdsandwatermovingfrom the

river.Theplacewasreallypeacefulanditgaveher

timetothinkaboutwhatshewastoldandherso



calledfather,everythingmadesensenowthat

Sakhumzididn’ttreatherwellbutitwasnotalways

likethat.Thereweregoodtimesbutafterhermother

diedhechanged,maybebecausehedidn’thaveto

pretendanymore,butnowshehadnowayofgetting

thoseanswers.Shemayhavespentalotoftimein

Colombiabutthatdidn’tchangeherbeliefsand

culture.Sheknewthatancestorswereimportantand

ifshedoesn’tdotheceremonythechiefaskedher

todothenworsethingsmighthappentoher.Worse

thanbeingkidnappedandshedidn’twanttogoback

there,becausethistimeshemightevenloseherlife.

Sheonlystoodupfrom therewhenthesunwas

abouttosetandmadeherwaybackhome.When

shegotthereshesawherbrotherfirstlooking

worriedtalkingtoSticksandsheknewthatLisawas

alsobackhome,bythelookofthingstheyjustgot

here.

Asithandile:Evening,it’sgoodtoseeyouagain.(she

greetedStickswithasmile)

Sticks:Youhaven’tgreetedmeuntilyougivemea

hug(Asithandilesmileandwentandhuggedhim)



Sticks:It’sgoodtoseeyoutoosis.

Asithandile:Letmeleaveyoutoitthenam starving.

Bukhosi:Notsofast,wherehaveyoubeen?

Asithandile:Iwasjustbytheriver?Ineededtime

alonetoprocesseverything.

Bukhosi:Youhasmeworriedsis

Asithandile:Don’tworrynothingwillhappentome

again.

Sticks:Spokenlikeatruememberofthisfamily,

strongandconnected.

Asithandile:Youknowistoowell.

Sticks:OkayIwasjustsayingthatbutnowIthink

whatIsaidwastrue.

Bukhosi:Yeahgiveusabriefandwewillfindoutthe

rest.

Asithandile:Abriefyousay?

Them:Yes

Asithandile:Okayheregoes,Iownandmultibillion



companywellcompaniesbackinColombiabut

operatingallover.Brotherscanyouorganizeformy

cartobebroughtherefrom theportsofDurban?

Sticks:Whenisitarriving?

Asithandile:Intwodays.

Sticks:Considereitdone

Asithandile:Thankyoubrothers.

Bukhosi:Youarewelcome(shewentinsideleaving

thetwoshocked)

Sticks:Ineedtoverifythisinformation

Bukhosi:AllIcanthinkaboutisapartnership,doyou

knowhowlongwewantedColombiaandnowmy

sisterrunsit.

Sticks:Yeahbutwon’tshethinkwewanthermoney

ifweproposepartnership?

Bukhosi:Stickshowmuchareourlegalbusinesses

worth?

Sticks:The4thatweowntogetherareworthabout

9,4billioncombined.



Bukhosi:Andthenotsolegalones?

Sticks:LastIcheckedplusthediamondsover45

million.

Bukhosi:Sothenwhywouldshethinkwewanther

money?

Sticks:Whatdoyoupropose?

Bukhosi:Wellifsheagreestopartnerwithusthen

thatwouldmeanexpandingthelegalonesbecauseI

willdiefirstbeforeIletmysisterbeinvolvedin

shadybusinesses.

Sticks:Itseemslikeoursisteriswellknowforgood

thingsinColombia,theycallhermyladyanditis

saidthattheformerdruglordandnowambassador

orhugebrandsMartinashimselfisherpartner.

Bukhosi:Wheredoyougetallthat?

Sticks:WhatdoyouthinkIhavebeendoingonmy

phone?

Bukhosi:Talkingtothegirlnextdoor!Hahahliterally

haha

Sticks:Mxm letmegetgoingMthathaisstillfar,give



meyourkeys.

Bukhosi:NowWhywouldyoucomeallthewayfrom

Joburgwithoutbookingaccommodation?

Sticks:BecausemybrotherhaspropertieshereIcan

use,nowkeys.

Bukhosi:Letmegogetthem (hewentinside)

Inthehousetheladieswerehavingdinner,the

housenowlookedmorepresentable,theyoutdid

themselvesindeedinmakingitwhatitisnow.

Asithandile:Ican’tbelieveIgrewuntilhere.

Ncebakazi:Wellbelieveit,thisisyourhome,butI

can’twaittillyoucometoNkomanziwithus.

Zodwa:Ohyesmetoo!Whenarewegoingagain?

Ncebakazi:Whyareyousoexcited?

Zodwa:Haiboit’shomenje

Asithandile:She’srightit’shomeandsheshouldbe

excited.



Ncebakazi:Youdaythatbecauseyoudon’tknow

halfofit.

Asithandile:Outwithit!

Zodwa:No!Ncebakazidon’tyoudare!

Ncebakazi:Mxm thisonehasthehotsforacertain

princebuttheprinceisshysohehasn’tsaid

anything.Allhedoesislookatherintenselyand

smile.Henevermissesanyoftheceremoniesatthe

palaceeversincehesawher,theguymakesita

pointtocomewithsomethingforher.

Asithandile:Mmm lookatherblushing,hemustjust

putyououtofyourmiserysister.

Zodwa:HebetterorIwilldoitforhim ifhistooslow.

Asithandile:Hahahyougogirl!(theirgrandmother

waslayingdownrestingintheroom whilethethree

wentonandon.Therewasaknockandthey

shoutedacomein,BukhosihasleftwithSticksand

promisedtocomebackwithusearlyinthemorning)

Iminathi:Iam stillnotusedtobeingcalledprincess

andgettingsomuchrespectevenfrom eldersit’s



toomuch.SometimesIfeelbackaboutitthatItell

them tostopandaddressmebymyname.

Asithandile:Youwillgetusedtoitsisterdon’tworry.

Nowdidn’tsomeoneknock?

Ncebakazi:YesButtheyarenotcomingin.

Zodwa:Whatifit’sthewomanofthehouseandshe

cametovisitherdaughter

Iminathi:Yhoondingafanmashamendiligwalayhoo

(yhooiddieam acowardwhenitcomestothat)

Asithandile:Letmegocheck(shestoodupand

wenttothedoorandopenedthechiefpriestwas

therewithAfricanincenseburningandmoving

aroundtheyardwhileMqwathiwasbythedoor.She

lookedatthem untilthechiefpriestturnedandsaw

herthenwentandbowedbeforeher)

Chief:Thechosenone(shewastakenbackbythat

butdecidedtonotquestionhim sohemovedaside

andletthem in)

Mqwathi:Wherearetheelders?

Asithandile:Mygrandmaisrestingandmybrother



left,hiscomingbackonthemorning.(sheanswered

takingchairsfrom thediningtableandhavetothem)

Chief:Maywespeaktoherplease?

Zodwa:Iwillgogether(Zodwawenttotheroom

whereNosakhelewasrestingandtoldherthatshe

hasvisitors.Shegotoutofbedandwenttothefront)

Nosakhele:Haibonasifikelangenjikalange

kwenzenjani?(youvisitusatsunsetWhatisthe

problem?)

Chief:Wearehereinmattersofthegods,matters

thatknownotime.

Nosakhele:OkayWhatisthematter?

Chief:Iwouldliketheprincesstobehere

Nosakhele:Princesses!(shecalledandthethree

came,Ncebakazi,ZodwaandIminathi)

Chief:Thereonewewantistheonethatismissing

buttheycanstaybecausethisisnotasensitive

matter.

Nosakhele:Asithandile!(shecalledforherandshe

came)allofyousitdown.(thetwosatdownwith



theirheadsbowed)

Chief:Iwillgetstraighttothepoint,Iknowthatthe

youngmaidenherejustheardaboutMqwathihere

beingherfatherbutthegodshavewaitedlong

enoughasaresultwehadtoperform aceremonyin

herabsencetoprotecther.

Nosakhele:Goaheadwearelistening.

Chief:Theyoungmaidenhastobewelcomedhome

andsoonafterbecrownedqueenofthiskingdom.

Nosakhele:ButIthoughtthiswasavillage.

Chief:Villageshavechiefsnotkingsandqueens.

Encokohasbeencalledavillageforfartoolong

becausetheonetheancestorswantedwasnotyet

readytotakeoverthislittlevillageandmakeither

kingdom.

Nosakhele:ThisisalltoomuchtotakeinbutIheard

you.Soyoucandirectthistoherbecauseattheend

ofthedaysheistheonewhowillbedoingthis.

Asithandile:Thisismyseconddaybackinthe

countryyetIam beingbombardedwithallofthis,



firstmyfatherisnotmyfather,thenthewelcoming,

asifthatisnotenoughnowam supposedtobe

queen?

Chief:Thegodsdon’tmakemistakesmydear,it’s

time.

Asithandile:LetsdayIagreetothiswhatwillhappen?

Chief:Youwillbewelcomedthencrownedandfrom

therethegodswillchoseakingforyoutoruleby

yoursidebutyouwillbeinchargeofthekingdom.

Asithandile:WellIguessam onlydoingthe

welcomingbecauseIalreadyhaveafiancéwhohas

beenwaitingformefortwoyearsandam notabout

toleavehim.

Chief:Thegodswillhavetochoseyourking.

Asithandile:ThenlettheChiefrightherecontinue

beingchiefbecauseam notgoingtochangemy

wholelifeforamanwhodidn’tcareformeallthese

yearsandavillagethatcrucifiedmefornothing.

Chief:Youdonotarguewiththegoddearmaiden,it

willnotendwell.



Asithandile:WellthenChief,itwillbeacolddayin

hellbeforeIacceptthoseconditions,ifIdothisIdo

itmywayandthatisthemanIwanttomarryagrees

toleaveeverythinghisworkedfortocomehereand

beking.

Chief:Andifthegodsagreetothisandhedoesn’t,

Whatthen?

Asithandile:Iwillchoosethatmanoverandover

again.Iwillneverchoosethisvillageaftereverything

theyhavedon’ttome,theybeatingmeupalmost

killingme.Hadtheysucceededwhowouldhave

beenqueen?

Chief:Idonotknowofthemattersofthepast,Iam

justamessengerofthegodsandmymessagehas

beendelivered.Youalsoneedtoconsiderthefact

thattheyletallthosethingshappentoyousothat

youcanbestrongandreadytodealwithanything

whenthetimecomes.Beingqueenisnochild’splay

andthegodsdidn’twantaweakqueen.

Asithandile:Aweakqueenyousay?Wellthey



wantedastrongqueenandthisiswhattheygot.

Onethatwantstochooseherownhusbandand

manyotherthings.Nowtellmewhyisthismanhere

ifheisjustgoingtositthereandnotsayanything.

Mqwathi:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?TellmeandI

willsayit.

Asithandile:Unbelievable!YouknewIwasyoursall

theseyearsbutyoudidnothing,youwatchedyour

peoplecrucifymeandyoudidn’tnothing,you

watchedthemanIknewasmyfathertreatmelikea

murdererandyoudidnothing.Yettodayyousit

thereandaskmetotellyouwhatyoumustsay?

Mqwathi:Firstofall,Idon’thavechildrenandInever

thoughtIwilleverhavethem becauseofproblems

mywifehas.SoIdon’tknowwhattosaytoyouto

makethisright.Ididalotofthingsfrom adistance

tryingtoprotectyouandIhavebeendoingthat

sinceIrealizedyouweremine.

Asithandile:Noyoudidnothingforme,youviolated

mymotherbecauseyouwerepaidto,youkilled

becauseyouwantedtocontinuegettingthemoney



theyweregivingyou.Thatwasnotformebecauseit

didn’tbenefitmeinanyway.

Mqwathi:HowDoyouknowaboutthat?

Asithandile:Iguessam myfather’sdaughter!Isthat

thereasontheywanttostripyouoffthecrown?

Mqwathi:YesAndIam notcomplaining,they

reasoningisjustandam contentwithit.

Asithandile:IwilldothewelcomingtomorrowbutI

wantyoutodorightbymymotherandmyfa..the

manthatraisedme.HisnotlettingmerestandI

thinkyouowethem aproperapologyandathank

youforraisingmewhilestrugglingtomakeends

meetyetyouhaveeverything.Idon’tresentyouor

hateyoubutam disappointedbecauseIusedtolook

uptoyou.

Mqwathi:Am gladyoudoingtheceremonyandIwill

liketomakeamendsifyouwouldallowme.

Asithandile:IwillallowyouwhenthetimeIrightbut

notnow.Wearealltiredandtomorrowwillbeyet

anotherlongandtiringday.



Chief:Wewillseeyouatthepalacebrightandearly

tomorrowmorning.Withregardstotheothermatter

Iwillconsultwiththegodsandgiveyoufeedback

butyoumustunderstandthattheymightnotagree

tothisasitisnottheirway.Iwilltakemyleavenow.

(hestoodupandbitfarewellandsodidMqwathi

andtheyleft)

Ncebakazi:Iwon’tevengetintoitwith,let’swash

thedishesandgotobed.

Zodwa:Isecondthat.

Theywenttothekitchenandcleaningupthenthen

theyretiredtobed,withAsithandile’smindoccupied

andoverallbyallthis.
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Encokovillage (notedited)

Alargebellthatisheardthroughoutthekingdom

wasrangindicatingthatthereisagatheringinthe

royalhouse.Nowthecustom hereisthatwhena

royaldiesthebellisrangintheeveningandwhen

thereisaceremonyitisrangintheearlyhoursof

themorningandthepeoplewakeuptoit.They

wouldrushtodotheirchoressothatbythetimeit

hits8theyaredoneandmakingtheirwaytothe

royalhousetohelpoutwithwhateverisneeded.The

samethinghappenedthisday,whenthebellrang

thewomenwokeuptocleanaroundtheirhouses

whileyoungteenagegirlsweretofetchfreshwater

from theriver,walkingingroups.Thecitygirlshad

nocareintheworldastheysleptin,their

grandmotherwokeupandboiledwaterforherbath

andbathedthenmadeherselfsoftporridgeandate.

Whenshewasdoneshewentandcheckedthegirls

intheirroom andtheyweresnoringsoftlyasthey

enjoyedthemorningsleep.



Nosakhele:Ifeelsorryforthemenandtheinlaws

youallwillmarryInto.(shewentbackandwentto

herdaughter’sgraveandsatthereforawhilejust

thinkingofthegoodtimestheyhadtogetherbut

nonecametomind.Allshecouldrememberabout

herdaughterwasbeforeshewenttoMthatha,she

wasbeautifulandrespectfulyounggirlwhohada

promisingfuturebutfrom theresheknowsnothing

aboutherdaughterandthathurther.)

Nosakhele:YouknowithurttorealizethatIdon’t

knowmyonlychild,Idon’tknowyouasanadultonly

whenyouwereachildandinyourearlyteens.

NobuntumychildwhatdidIdothatmadeyouleave

andnotlookback.IknowMbuzeniasyoucalledhim

payedapartinyounotcominghomebuthedidn’t

havetoknowyouwerehismotheronlythatyou

werehissister.Butyouchosetostayaway,Iasked

youmanytimeswhenweusedtocalleachtocome

homebutyoualwaysdismissedme.Now!NowI

can’tevengettheanswersIwantfrom you,worry

notthoughyourchildrenarefineandam gladthat

yougavemethesetwo.Iwasneverblessedwith



manychildrenorasonforthatmatterbutyouhave

metwobeautifulchildrenwhicham gratefulfor.

NowIknowyouwerethroughalotandIhatethat

notoncedidyoutellmewhatyouweregoing

through.Butthatisokayonedaywewillmeetagain.

Restnowlittleone,youmotherlovesyou.

Shegotupandleftgoingbacktothehouseandmet

thefourbusybathingandAsithandilemakingcoffee.

Asithandile:Goodmorninggrandma.

Nosakhele:Morelikegoodafternoon

Asithandile:Iknowwewokeusabitlatebutwe

weretiredafteralltheworkwedidyesterday.

Nosakhele:Inmyday,wewouldwakeup4Am and

gofetchwaterfrom theriver,whenwecomeback

wemakefireandputasize10threeleggedpotand

boilwaterfortheelderstobath,whiletheyare

bathingwewouldbemakingsoftporridgeforthem.

Wewouldleaveaftereatingandputtingabigpotof

damponthefireandheadtotheforesttopick

firewoodandby8wewouldbebackfrom theforest



andgoingtotherivertodowashing.

Ncebakazi:YhooMakhuluthatwasslavemos

Iminathi:She’srightbecauseIusedtodothesame

becauseIgrewupinthevillage.

Asithandile:WelltheonlythingIdidwasfetchwater

andfirewoodmamawoulddothewashingherself.

Zodwa:IthinkIwouldhavelovedtodoallthat

andbbecarefree.

Nosakhele:Youwouldhaveenjoyediteventhough

it’stiring.Butwewouldcatchonsomuchnonsense.

Ncebakazi:Icanimagine

Iminathi:MahwhatshouldImakeyouforbreakfast?

Nosakhele:Ihavealreadyeatenchilddon’tworry

aboutme.Makesomethingforyourselves.

Ncebakazi:Ijustcamefrom outsideandthepeople

arealreadylookingcleanandpresentablegoingto

thehomestead.

Asithandile:Hayishamebazondilindamna.Ngoba

andimbiaphangaphandlekobhuti(notheywillwait



formebecauseam notleavingherewithoutmy

brother)

Zodwa:NgaphandlekukabhutiorIBathandwa?

(withoutourbrotherorBathandwa?)

Iminathi:Hayiyouknowtheanswertothatyhoo

(theyalllaughedasAsithandilecouldn’tstop

blushingatthementionofBathandwa)

Imianthi:WellfixthetablewhileIdishupsothatwe

canfinishandmakeourselvesdecentfortheday

ahead(therewasknockandtheyshoutedacomein

andNokonwabagotinandgreeted)

Nokonwaba:Ninjanikodwamamanamhlanje?(how

areyoutodaymother)

Nosakhele:Siyaphilamakotiakhontowethunivukile

nani?(wearewelldaughterinlawhowareyou?)

Nokonwaba:SoyaphilaNathimamaakhonto(we

arealsowellmother)motherIwassentheretotell

youthatyoushouldallbeatthepalacesothatthe

ceremonycanstartasthepeoplearestartingto

arrive.



Nosakhele:Ihavedonepreparingbutyouknow

theseyoungsterswilltaketimetogetready.

Nokonwaba:Asithandilehurryupchildthepeople

arewaitingonyou.

Asithandile:Whatpeoplemah?

Nokonwaba:Thepeopleofthevillage,thebellwas

rangearlyinthemorningandnowit’safter8and

everythingshouldhavestartedalready.

Asithandile:Yhoothisisgoingtobedifficultforme

becauseIalsowaitedforthepeopleofthisvillageto

rescuemebuttheyneverdid.Thisismyceremony

andIwillarrivewhenIam wellandpreparednot

whenthepeopleofthisvillagearereadyandwaiting

togossip.

Nokonwaba:Ididn’tmeantooffendyouchildIwas

justsayingsinceyouknowhowthingsaredonein

thisvillagebutIunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom.

Asithandile:Iwisheveryonewouldunderstandthe

factthatididn’tcomehereforthisbuttodoa

ceremonyforthemanthatraisedmeandIwould

appreciateitifeveryoneunderstoodthatam not



excitedaboutthisbecausethisisnotmylifeorwhat

Icameheretodo.

Nosakhele:Am sureeveryoneunderstandsthat

sinceyoumadeitcleartoeveryone,nowgetdone

withwhatyouallaredoingandlet’sgoandgetthis

overanddonewith.Iwouldalsoappreciateitifyou

don’taccepttheleadershipofthisvillageifyoustill

resentitspeoplesomuch.

Asithandile:Am sorryifIoffendedyougrandmaby

mywordsbutIalsodon’twanttoleadpeoplewho

havenoheart,peoplewhotakeactionwithout

knowingallthedetails.

Nokonwaba:AshardasitistohearyousaythatI

understandwhereyoucomingfrom.

Justthentwocarsstoppedinfrontoftheyardand

LisawentrunningtoSticksarmsassoonashe

steppedout.BathandwaandBukhosifollowedeach

othertothehouseandgreeted.

Bukhosi:Wedidn’thavetimetoeatandIwould

appreciatebreakfast.



Iminathi:Letmemakesomethingforyoutwo.(she

wenttothekitchentomakebreakfastforher

husbandandBathandwa)

Nosakhele:Areyouthemanthatwantstomarrymy

granddaughter?

Bathandwa:Yesmahthatisme

Nosakhele:Youseem likeagoodman,butwhythe

rush?Becauseshejustgotbackandalreadyyou

wanttomarryherassoonaspossible.

Bathandwa:Thetimeshedisappearedmademe

realizethatlifeistooshorttoputthingsoff.MamaI

waitedforherfortwoyearstocomebacktomeand

nowthatshehasnomatterhowshortofatimewe

mighthaveleft,Iwanttospenteveryminuteofit

withher.Sheiseverythingtomeandthepasttwo

yearsshowedmejusthowmuchIneedher.Sheis

mybetterhalfandmymissingrib.

Nokuthula:Am sorrytointrudeinyourconversation

butyoungman,inthisdayandageIhaveneverin

mylifeheardayoungmanlikeyouwaitforawoman

forsolongandremainfaithful.Iwishyouboth



nothingbuthappinessallthedaysofyourlives.

Bathandwa:Theysaylikesandthroughthehour

glasssoarethedaysofourlives,ourhourglasses

runoutatdifferenttimeandwhenminedoesIwant

ittobebythesideofthewomanIlove.

Nosakhele:Hayinoneedtobeapoetam already

convictedyhoo.(theotherslaughed)

BathandwaandBukhosiatebreakfastandhis

grandmotherfilledhim inonwhatwasgoingonand

askedhim tobeonhisbestbehaviorjustfor

Asithandile.Theywenttothecaranddrovetothe

palacewhichAsithandiledrivingwithBathandwa.

NcebakaziwithZodwaandBukhosiwithhiswife

andgrandmother.SticksfollowedbehindwithLisa.

Theygottothepalaceandthepeoplestopped

workingandadmiredthecarstheyweredriving.

Mqwathihasawidesmileonhisfacewhile

Asithandilewasannoyedbyitbutdidn’tsayanything.

ThefirstpeopletogetoutwereZodwaand

Ncebakazi,thenBukhosi,IminathiAndNosakhele,



LisaandSticksthenBathandwaandAsithandile,

theywereshowntotheotherhousetouseas

Asithandilewastakentothechiefpriesttoperform

thenecessaryceremonyforher.Theydideverything

andagoatforintroductionwasslaughteredanda

cowtotelltheancestorsthatthequeenishome.

Wheneverythingwassaidanddoneitwastimeto

goandintroducehertothepeoplewhowere

anxiouslywaitingtohearwhatisgoingon.Mqwathi

stoodupandaddressedhispeople.

Mqwathi:Greetingsmypeople,Iknowyouhave

beenanxiouslywaitingtohearwhatexactlyisgoing

onhereandam heretotelyouexactlythat.Notso

longagoIstoodbeforeyouandconfessedmysins

andtodayIcomebeforeyoustilltotellyouthat

todaywearegatheredhertowelcomemydaughter,

theprincessandsoontobequeenofthisland.

Asithandile,(therewerewhispersinthecrowd,

someaskinghowcanAsithandilebeprincesswhen

Encokoisjustavillageandnotakingdom.Others

wereaskingwhathemeantbysaying‘soontobe

queenbecauseEncokoneverhadaqueen)



Mqwathi:Iknowyoumusthavealotofquestions

butIwillgivethechiefpriesttobethetoanswer

them.(hesteppeddownandeveryonewaitedfor

thechiefpriestwhowasstillbusywiththematters

ofthegods,peoplewaitedforabout30minutes

beforehecanholdingasideplatewithincense

burning.

Chief:Isensethepresenceofthechosenonhere

(hesaidgroaningandmakingsounds)butIwillnot

getintoitnowbecauseyouareallwaitingforan

explanation.Thegodschoseaqueenandakingfor

thisvillage,therevelationcametomewhileIwasat

themountains,Iknowyoumustwonderingwhy

wouldasmallvillagelikeEncokohaveakingand

queen,wellEncokoisnolongergoingtobeavillage

butakingdom andthepeoplewhowilltransform it

intothatarethechosenkingandqueenoftheland.

(someonefrom thecrowdstoodup)

Man:Am sorryWiseoneforstandingupafteryou

butIhavetoaskasIknowthatallofushavethe

samequestion,IheardtheChiefsaythatAsithandile

isgoingtobequeen,nowmyquestionis,whatmore



orwhatdifferencecanamarechilddothatthechief

whohasbeenleadingthisvillageforyearscouldn’ta

achieved?(itwaslikeAsithandilewaspushedtothe

frontandwhensherealizedwhereshewas

Bathandwawasbyhersideinasecondandheldher

hand.AgainAsithandileopenedhermouthand

wordsstartedcomingoutlikesomeoneelsewas

sayingthem nother.)

Asithandile:YouChiefcouldn’tbuildyourchildren

schoolandcouldn’tbuildyouproperhousesoreven

getyoucleanwaterandcreatejobsforallofyou.

Thequeenofthislandistobringthesechangesan

takeEncokotogreaterhighs.PeopleofEncokonow

toyourqueenandaskforgivenessforallthatyou

haveputherthrough.Lastlyneverquestiontheways

ofthegodsforoneunderstandsthem.(Shethen

gotbacktohersensesandthepeoplewereall

lookingathersurprisedandshockatwhatjust

happened.Shelookedaroundandsawthat

everythingwasquietandnotsayinganything,she

lookedatBathandwawithpleadingeyesandhetook

herawayandintothecarandtheydroveoff.)



Shedidn’taskwheretheyweredoingshejustsat

backandtriedtorememberwhathappenedbut

nothingmadesense.Everythingthattookplace

didn’tmakesensetoherandsheneededanswers

andfast.Buttheonlypersonwhocangiveherthose

answersisbackatthepalaceandshewasdrivingto

nowhere.Shelookedoutandsawthattheroadwas

headedtoMthathaandshestilldidn’tsayanything.

ThespeedBathandwawasdrivingatwasveryhigh,

hewasangryanditwasvisible.Hisjawwas

clenchedandhisgriponthesteeringwheelwas

tight.Hewasfocusingontheroadandnoteven

lookingatAsithandile.

Asithandile:Mylovetalktome(shepleaded)

Bathandwa:Wewilltalkwhenwegethome(he

answerednotevenlookingather)theydrovefor

another30minutesandarrivedinMthatha,usually

thedrivetakes1andHalfhoursbutittook

Bathandwa45minutestogetthere.Hedrovetohis

houseanddidn’tevenbotheropeningthegaragehe

justparkedinfrontofthehouseandgotoutofthe



car,hetookoutthehousekeysandopenedthedoor

thenwenttohiswhiskeycabinetandtookabottle

outandaglassandpouredoneforhimselfand

gulpsitdown,Asithandilegotinwhenhewas

drinkinghissecondglass.Shestoodtherelooking

ashim buthedidn’tsayanythinginsteadhepoured

himselfanotherglass.

Asithandile:Babytalktome

Bathandwa:WhatshouldIsayAsithandilehuh?

Asithandile:Getwhateverisbotheringyououtof

yourchest.

Bathandwa:Whatam Isupposedtosaywhenam

losingyouagainAsithandile?

Asithandile:YounotlosingmemyloveIpromise.

Bathandwa:Youcan’tpromisemethat,Asithandile

youareroyaltyandam not.Youareexpectedtobe

queenandfrom whatosawyouhavenochoicebut

toacceptyourfaith.AndIknowhowroyaltyworks.

Soontheywillbebringingyouamanwithroyal

bloodtobeyourhusbandandwherewillthatleave

me?IloveyouAsithandilesomuchandlosingyou



willbethedeathofme.ButwhatchoicedoIhave?

Asithandile:Babyyouwon’tloseme,Itoldthem

yesterdaythatIwillnotmarrysomeoneelsebutyou.

Sorelaxwearesafe.

Bathandwa:IwishIcouldbelievethat,Asithandile

evenifyoudodecidetomarryme,youwillneverbe

happy,nothingofourswillgowellandthatwilllead

toyouresentingme.Yousaidityourselfthatnoone

mustquestionthewaysofthegodfortheyworkin

mysteriousways.Istoodthereandlistenedtoyou

goingonandonandIfeltlikeam losingyoubaby.

WitheachwordIknewthatyouarenotgoingtobe

mineforlong.Ithurtsknowingthat,ithurtssobad

becauseidon’tknowhownottoloveyou.Damnit

womanIlovedyouevenwhenIdidn’tknowifyou

arealiveordead.Womentriedtowoomebutmy

heartwaswithyou.Youhadmyheartfrom thefirst

dayIsawyouandyouhavebeenkeepingitallthis

time.HowcanIlivewithoutmyheart?(hewas

crying,snotandallhedidn’tcarehewashurting.

Asithandilewasalsoacryingmesslookingathow

hurthewasandshecouldn’ttakeit,itbrokeher



heartseeinghim likethat.)

Asithandile:Babyyouhavemyhearttoo,howdoyou

expectmetolivewithoutmine?Youhavemyheart

andIhaveyours.Iwouldrathersufferbyyourside

thanwithoutyou.IloveyouBathandwaLangeniso

muchithurtsseeingyoulikethis.NowIdon’tknow

whathappenedbackthereandImyselfneed

answersbecausethatwasnotme.HowcanIstand

infrontofthosepeopleandtellthem Iwillleadthem

aftereverythingtheydidtome.BabyIchooseyou

andIwillchooseyoueveryday.

Theheldeachothercrying,afterawhiletheywiped

eachother’stearsandstartedkissingandtakingoff

eachother’sclothesinahurry.Whentheyweredone

Bathandwasteppedbackandlookedatherfora

whileandatearfellofhiseye.

Bathandwa:ThismightbethelasttimeIgettofeel

youclosetomeandseeyoulikeandIwantthis

picturetolastforeverinmyheadandheart.

Asithandile:Pleasedon’ttalklikethatbecauseIam



notleavingyou.

Bathandwa:Iloveyousomuch

Asithandile:Iloveyoumore,nowpleasemakelove

tome.

Bathandwa:Iwoulddoanythingforyouandyou

knowthat.(hekissedheragainthenpickedherup

andwentupstairswithherinhisarms.Helaidher

gentlyonthebedandtookhistimeadmiringher

body,hewenttobedandstartedkissingherand

worshipinghereveryinchofherbody.Hemade

sweet,gentleandpassionatelovetoher.Theirsouls

connectedatthatmomentanditwasfilledwithlove

andpassion.ThiswholetimeBathandwawascrying

andhistearskeptfallingonherbodyandwitheach

onethatfellonher,herheartbrokebutshedidn’t

darestophim becauseshewantedtobecloseto

him andsomehowconvincehim thatshenotgoing

anywhereandthattheywillbetogetherforever.
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ItwasalreadylatewhenBathandwaandAsithandile

madetheirwaybacktothevillage.Thejourneywas

asilentonewithBathandwaholdingAsithandile’s

handlikeshe’sgoingtodisappearwhiledrivingwith

theother.Allhecouldthinkofwaswhathisgoingto

donowThatAsithandilewillnolongerbehis,injust

twodaysoffindingherandyethislosingheragain.

Itwasasadrealityforhim andonehedidn’twantto

imagine.Asithandileontheothersidewanted

answersforwhathappenedbackatthevillageand

ontopofthatshewantedtomakeitcleartothose

peoplethatshe’snotleavingtheloveofherlife.

WhentheyenteredEncokoAsithandileswitchedon

herphoneandmessagescamethroughmostlyfrom

hersistersaskingifshewasAlrightandonefrom

Martinasinformingherthattheyhavegotten



sponsorshiptobuildanotherhospitalasthisoneis

doingwell.Sherepliedtothemessagewithasimple

‘congratulationstouswedoingwell,sendmethe

numbersforthisweekIwanttoupdatethebooks,

mightbecomingtoColombiasoonerthanIthought

ifwegoingonthisrate.Missyou’Bathandwacaught

aglimpseofthelastpartofthemessageandletgo

ofherhand.

Bathandwa:DidyouhaveaboyfriendinColombia?

Asithandile:Nobabe,thatisbusinesspartner

Martinas.

Bathandwa:Heream Ithinkingyouwerekidnapped.

(hesaidwithsarcasm)

Asithandile:WealreadyhereandIwouldliketime

withyoujustsothatIcantellyouallaboutColombia,

Idon’twantyoutoeverfeellikethisagain.

Bathandwa:LikeWhat?

Asithandile:Jealous

Bathandwa:Am notjealous

Asithandile:Ifyousaysomylove



Bathandwa:Don’tdothat!Am allowedtobejealous

youhavebeengoneforalongtimeandyoucome

backlikenothinghappenedandontopofthatyou

royaltyandyouleavingme.

Asithandile:LetthisbethelasttimeIhearyouspeak

thisway!Am notgoinganywhere,royaltyornotyou

aremine!Youwereminewhenyoudecidedtowait

forme,whenyoutookmyinnocenceandwhenyou

lovedmelikenomaneverwill.Iloveyoudamnit

andam notlosingyou!Notagain.

Bathandwa:IloveyoutooMrsLangeni

Asithandile:Nowletusgointhereandhearwhatis

goingon.

Theylookedaroundbutcouldn’tseethecarsof

BukhosiandNcebakazisotheydidn’tbothergoing

intothepalaceastheydrovetoherhomeandthe

carswerethere.TheygotoutonthecarandBukhosi

cameoutofthehouseandwenttothem.

Bukhosi:Eveningdearqueen(hesmiled)

Asithandile:Bhutipleasedon’tstart



Bukhosi:Butyoubasicallymadeitcleartothose

peoplethatyouwon’ttaketheirshiteventhough

theybowedafteryouleft,Ithinkitwastheshock.

Bathandwa:Soit’ssettled?

Bukhosi:Don’tworryman,IwillbedamnedifIlet

them marryhertosomeoneshedoesn’tlove,she

mayberoyaltybutherhappinesscomesfirsttome

(Asithandilethrewherselfintoherbrother’sarms)

Asithandile:Thankyousomuchbrother

Bukhosi:Iam yourbigbrotherafterallandit’smy

dutytoprotectyou.

Asithandile:Thankyou,howismahtakingthis?

Bukhosi:Motherwantstoseeyouhappylittleone.

Asithandile:Letgoin

Bukhosi:GoonIneedtimewithyoufiancéwho

didn’tbothertoaskmeforyourhand(Asithandile’s

eyewiden)leavenowsis(shewenttothehouse

andgreetedeveryonewhileBukhosiwasbusy

havingatalkwithBathandwa)

Bukhosi:Lookman,Iknowhowmuchyouloveher



andIhaveseenit.Youdon’thavetoconvincemeof

thatbutatthistimeIwantyoutomanupandbeby

hersidebecauseifshehastomarrysomeoneelse

thereisnothingyouormecandoaboutit.Our

ancestorsarepowerfulandtheychoosewhowe

marryroyaltyornot.

Bathandwa:ButIthoughtyoudon’thavethesame

father,sohowcanyourancestorsbethesame

besidesyourmothersside?

Bukhosi:Herfatherandminearecousinswhich

makesourbloodandancestorsthesamethrough

andthroughbothonourmotherssideandour

fathers.ListenmanIalsohadmyissueswiththis

royaltythingandthegiftthatcomeswithitwhichI

justsawthatmysisterhasoneofherownandin

orderforhertobehappyandleadanormallife

withoutproblemsshewillhavetoacceptherfaith.

Bathandwa:Thatmeansmelosingheratsomepoint.

(hesaidrunninghishandthroughhisfacein

frustration)

Bukhosi:AsIsaidbefore,Iwilldoeverythinginmy



powertomakesureyoutwoenduptogether.

Bathandwa:IhopeitworksmanbecauseIdon’t

knowwhatI’ddoifIloseyoursister.

Bukhosi:Letshopeitwon’tcometothat,nowlet’s

goInit’scoldouthere(theywentinsideand

Bathandwagreetedeveryone)

Nosakhele:Soyouaretheonewhostolemy

granddaughter’sheart

Asithandile:Mah!(NcebakaziandZodwagiggled)

Nosakhele:UthimahntoniwenangobaAndithethi

nawemna(yousaymahforwhatwhennottalking

toyou?)

Bathandwa:YesMotherit’sme

Nosakhele:Ohsowhatareyourintentionsforher?

Bathandwa:AsIhavealreadyaskedforherhandin

marriagemotherIwouldthinkthatmademy

intentionsclear,Iwasalsohopingtosendmy

peopletoyoubutthenewdevelopmenthasmade

meputaholdonthatuntilIknowwhatwillhappen.

Nosakhele:Youdidgoodchild,butyourightwe



mustfirsthearwhatwillhappenbeforeanything

else.

Bathandwa:ThankyouMother,Iwilltakemyleave

now.

Nosakhele:Solate!It’snotsafeson,Bukhosiwhere

areyouandyourfriendgoingtosleep?

Bukhosi:WearedrivingbacktoMthathamahand

wewillcomebackearlyinthemorning.

Nosakhele:Okaythentakeonecarsothatyoucan

allbetogether.

Bukhosi:Yesmother

Ncebakazi:DrivesafeBrotherwearegoingtosleep

now.

Bukhosi:Goodnightsis,wifeypleasewalkmeout

Iminathi:Ofcouse

Asithandile:Am alsowalkingyouout

Nosakhele:Iwasn’tbornyesterdaynana

(Asithandilelaughedandtheywentout)



OutsideStickscameoutofLisa’shouseapparently

hewasmeetingtheparents.HecomewithLisa

followinghim butAsithandiledidn’tevennotice

them asshewasburiedonhermanschest.

Asithandile:IloveyouOkay

Bathandwa:Iloveyoumorebaby

Sticks:Youcan’tgoonlikethisbaby,goandtalkto

her,she’snotabadperson.

Lisa:AsithandilewasneverabadpersonbabeIwas

andnowIdon’tevenknowhowam goingto

apologizeherbebecauseshewon’tgivemethe

timeofday.

Sticks:Thatonlyhappenedonceaftershecame

back,nowthingsaredifferent.

Lisa:Okayletmegotrymyluck(Stickskissedher

foreheadandshemadeherwaytowhereshewas

standingnexttoBathandwa’scar)

Lisa:Hey(Asithandileturnedandlookedather)

Asithandile:Hey

Lisa:Canwetalk



Asithandile:Pleasemakeitquick

Bathandwa:BabeWhatisgoingon?

Asithandile:MylovethisisLisathefriendItoldyou

about.

Bathandwa:Theonethatturnedonyou?

Asithandile:Yesthat’stheone

Bathandwa:Okayletmegiveyousomespace.

Asithandile:Dontgoplease

Bathandwa:Noyouneedthis(hewalkedaway

goingtoSticksasBukhosiwasbusywithhiswife.)

Lisa:LookIknowyouwantnothingtodowithme

andIfullyunderstandthatbutbeforeyoushutme

outofyourlifepleaseletmeapologize.Iwasdumb

andobsessedAsithandileandam sorry.

Asithandile:Correction!Yourobsessioncameafter

youhadturnedyourbackonmewhenmymother

waskilled.

Lisa:YesIknow,everythingwasjustsoconvincing

andpointingbacktoyou.IknowIwaswrongtojust



turnmybackonyouwhenwegrewuptogether.I

shouldhaveknownbetterbecauseIknowyoubetter

thananyonebutsomehowIstoppedbeingafriend

andforgotthekindofpersonyouare.

Asithandile:WhatdoyouthinkIwouldgainbykilling

mymother?

Lisa:HonestlyIdon’tknow,mybehaviorwasboth

childishandcruelatthesametime.Ididyouwrong

andIhavenoexcuseforit,Iapologizeforthat,I

don’tknowwhatcameovermeandam reallysorry

foreverythingthatIdid.

Asithandile:It’sokayam overthatnowbutplease

keepyourdistance.

Lisa:Iwouldn’tdarebeinthepresenceofthequeen

withoutaskingforpermission.

Asithandile:Idon’tknowifthatissarcasm but

whateveritisit’snotfunnyandIdon’tappreciateit.

Lisa:Iwasjoking

Asithandile:Idon’thavetimetojokewithyou(she

leftherstandingthereandwenttoBathandwaand



kisshischeekthenwenttothehouse)

Bathandwa:HowDoyouthinkitwent?

Sticks:Manthesearewomen,youcanneverknow

whattheythinkingbutam hopingforthebest,Iwant

tobeabletohangoutwithyouguyswithouthaving

tomakemysisteruncomfortable.

Bathandwa:Igetyouman,let’sgetgoingit’salready

late.

Sticks:Sure

Theguyssaidtheirgoodbyestotheirlovedonesand

madetheirwaytoMthathatorestforthenightas

theywerecomeingbackinthemorning.Inthe

bedroom thegirlsweretalking.

Ncebakazi:HowDoyoufeelaboutbeingthequeen

ofthisplace?

Asithandile:HonestlyThatisnotwhatIcamehere

forandIdon’tfeelathingforthepeopleofthis

place.

Zodwa:Iknowtheyhavewrongedyounanabutwhat



canyoudowhentheancestorswantyoutolead

them.

Iminathi:Ithinkwhathappenedwasforthisreason,

hadyourmothernotbeenkilledandyourfather

includingthepeopleofthistreatedyoubadlyyou

mighthavenotfoundyourbrotherandgrandmother.

Asithandile:AndIwouldhavebeenkidnappedand

takentoColombia

Ncebakazi:Andyouwouldn’thavestudiedinagood

university.

Asithandile:GuysDoyouunderstandthatIstudied

thereasXimena?

Them:What?

Asithandile:VusichangedouridentitiesandIwas

XimenaDiazwhilehewasRodrigo.Myqualifications

haveXimenaonthem notAsithandile.

Ncebakazi:HowDoyoufeelaboutthat?

Asithandile:Don’tcareaboutthenameonapieceof

paperIcareaboutthefactthatitwasn’tboughtand

thatIwastheonewhoworkedhardtoobtainthem.



Iminathi:Thatmakessenseandam proudofhow

youhandledyourselfthroughallthis.

Zodwa:Idon’tthinkshehadmuchofachoiceinthe

matter.

Asithandile:Ijustmadethebestofabadsituation.

Let’ssleepnowIdon’tknowwhattomorrowwill

bring.

Them:Yeah.

TheyallsleptbutbackinMthathaBathandwa

couldn’tsleep,hewasthinkingaboutthefactthat

I’m justafewhourshislifewillchange,eitherforthe

bestoftheworst.Hedroppedtohiskneesbyhis

bed,hetalkstoJesusandthankhim forallthejoyin

hislifeevenifitmightbeshortlived.Hebegshis

ownancestorsfortheimpossibleandthatisfor

them tohelphim findfavorintheeyesofheroyal

godsandlethim betheonetomarryhislove.Hegot

upandwenttosleepitwasnotlongwhenhehada

dream butnotreallyadream,morelikeamemoryof

him helpinganoldwomaninthepark,hewascrying



thatdaybecauseAsithandileleftcryingafterLisa

hastoldhim andhismotherthatshewasa

murderer.Theoldwomancameandtoldhim that

hislovewithAsithandilewaspureandnotofthis

world.Hesaidtheonewiththepurestofheartswill

winthebattle.Hewokeupafterthatandthoughtof

thebattlethatwomanwastalkingabout,hethought

maybeitwasthebattleofhavingtowaitfor

Asithandileaftershewaskidnappedandhewaited

forher.Buthewishedformorewhichhedidn’tknow

whatexactly.Hetriedfallingasleepataround3Am

inthemorningastheyweregoingbackat5Am.

Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

Insert93

Encokovillage



Youknowwhenyouwishforthetimetostop

movingsothatyoucanliveacertainmomentfora

whilelonger?WellthatishowBathandwawas

feeling,hewantedthestopthetimeandkeepthings

thewaytheyare.WithAsithandileashisandnothing

tochangebutunfortunatelynoonecanstoptime,

onecanstoptheclockbytakingoutthebatteryinit

butthatisnotwhatdeterminesthetime.Thesun

willstillraisewithorwithoutyourclocksoitisjust

useless.Peoplesaytimeistheenemyandtoday

Bathandwafinallyunderstoodwhatthatmeant.They

werealreadyontheroadtoEncokothetimewas

around6AM inacoldmorning,cloudswere

gatheringanditlookedlikeitwasgoingtorainany

moment.Thedrivewasasilentonewitheachofthe

guysthinkingandmindingtheirownbusiness.

StickswasthinkingaboutLisaandhowherpast

messeduptherelationshipshehadwithherfather

andfriend.Hermotherwastheonlyonewho

seemedreallyhappytoseeherbutherfatherone

couldseethathestillhadreservationswhenit

comestoLisa,hedidn’ttrusthisowndaughterand

thatisnotagoodthing.Bathandwawasthinking



aboutwhattodonextwhenit’sfinallyconfirmed

thathislovewillnolongerbehis.Hethoughtthat

goingawaytoanothercitywilldohim goodjustso

hecantryandforgetbutthenagaincontradicted

himselfwhenthequestionremained.Howwashe

goingtobeabletoforgetherwhenhecouldn’tdoit

forthepasttwoyears.Bukhosiwasthinkingabout

thefactthatthegodsmighthavenotchosen

Bathandwaandthatwillbreakbothhim andhis

sister.Shemightrefusetomarrywhoeverthey

chooseforherbuttheresultsofherrebellious

behaviorwillhavebadconsequences.Theygotto

thevillageatexactly7:30AM andtheotherswere

alreadyawakemakingbreakfast.Theysatinthecar

forawhilewithnoonetalkinguntilSticksdecidedit

wasenough.

Sticks:GuysIneedadvice

Bukhosi:Mattersiftheheart?

Sticks:Yeah

Bathandwa:Leavemeoutofitbecauseam

drowningasitis.



Sticks:NomanIneedyouboth.

Bathandwa:Okaythenoutwithit.

Sticks:Lisa’sfatherandtheirrelationshipplusmy

sisterandher.

Bukhosi:Whataboutherandherfather?

Sticks:WellwhenLisaleftshewasnotinherright

stateofmindandshedidthingsthatupsether

fathertoapointthathekickedheroutofthehouse.

Whenwewerethereonecouldseethatthemother

wasthehappiestbutthefatherwasjustrelieved

thathisdaughterisalivebuthedoesn’ttrusther.

WhatmakesmattersworseLisadidn’tapologizeto

herparentsshejustwentwiththeflowsincethey

didn’tgiveherahardtimewhenshearrived.

Bathandwa:Whatkindofpersonisyourgirlfriend?

Nooffensebutwhatkindofapersonwrongsher

presentsandnotapologizeafter?

Sticks:Am notoffendedbutIjustwantadviceon

howtohandlethisbecausewhenIpaylobolaIdon’t

wantherfathertosayshecandowhatshewants

likehisgivenuponher.



Bukhosi:IhaveonlyonesolutionforyouBrother,

whenweleavetogotothepalaceyouaskLisato

meetwithherfamilyforbreakfastandthenaskher

toapologizetoherparentsforallthatshe’sdone.

Bathandwa:Thatcouldworkandthatwayshewon’t

havetimetomakeexcuses.

Sticks:Ithinkyouright,nowwhataboutherandmy

sister?

Bathandwa:Ithoughtsheforgaveher?

Sticks:ThenLisawentandsaidsomethingstupidto

upsetheragain.

Bukhosi:HayinawelomntuwakhoyingxakiYhooo!

Uxolelwangokuaphindeamoshengokuhayimaan!

(ohnothisgirlfriendofyoursistroubleyhoo!She

getsforgivennowthendosomethingelsenoman!)

Bathandwa:Hahahshe’sahandfulthatonebutona

seriousnoteshehastoapologizeandmeanit.She

alsohastostopwiththesillyjokesliketheyarestill

friendsorelsenoforgivenessforher.Iwilltalkto

Asithandileandaskhertogiveheranotherchance.



Sticks:That’sallIneed.

Bukhosi:Letsgoinandeatbecausebythelookof

thingsthemomentoftruthisabouttocometopass

Bathandwa:Whatareyoutalkingaboutman?

Bukhosi:Lookthere(theyturnedandlookedupthe

hillabitandsawthechiefdrivingtowardsthehouse)

Bathandwa:Idon’tthinkIcanstomachanything

rightnow.

Sticks:Eatandkeepcalm.

Bukhosi:Thereisalwayscalm beforethestorm.

(theywentinsideandhadbreakfastwithnoone

talking,therewasaknockandNosakheleinvitedthe

personinandMqwathiandthechiefpriestgotin)

Mqwathi:Goodmorningeveryone

Them:Morning.

Chief:Wedon’thavetimetowaste,atthepalacewe

havevisitorsfrom NkomanziaswellasAmabjaca

kingdom.

Nosakhele:HaiboBukhosididyoutellyourfather



aboutthis?

Bukhosi:NomotherIdidn’tbutyouknowhowthe

Chiefpriestisam surehetoldhim.

Nosakhele:YourightbutwhataboutAmabhaca?

Mqwathi:Thatiswhatwehavetofindout,todaywill

onlybeusthefamilyandthem.

Asithandilestoodupandclearedthetablethenwent

insideandtookherslingbagwithphoneandwallet

thenwentout.

Asithandile:Letsgetthisoveranddonewith.(she

saidleadingthewayoutsideandtheothersfollowed.

Allroadsleadtothepalaceandassoonasthey

wereoverthehilltheycouldseefrom thecars,

guardsandmaidensthattherearevisitorsinthe

palace.)

Theygotintotheyardwiththegatebeingopenedby

aguard.Asithandilesawthattheguardsand

maidensthatweremovingaroundwerewearing

theirkingdomsattireswhiletheonesfrom Encoko



wereintheirnormalclotheswhichbotheredherand

thoughtthatalotneededtochangeinthevillage

andshewillmakesurethatallthechangestake

place.Theygotoutthecarsandmadetheirwayinto

thepalaceandNokonwabatoldthem thattheothers

wereallwaitingforthem inthethroneroom andthey

madetheirwaythere.Theygotinandgreeted

everyone.IntherewerewaskingNkosibutheof

Nkomanziaccompaniedbythechiefpriest,thenan

oldmantheyassumedwasthekingofAmabhaca,a

youngmantheyassumedwashissonbecauseof

theresemblance,awomanwhotheyassumedwas

thequeenandtwoelders.

Chief:Wellsinceweareallherewecanstartby

introductionssothatweknoweachotherbefore

movingontoothermatters.

Nkosibuthe:Iam kingNkosibutheMbangaof

Nkomanzikingdom am heretosupportmycousin.

Bukhosi:Am IprinceBhukhosiMbangaofNkomanzi

kingdom (theotheryoungmanlookedathim witha

disgustedface)



Ncebakazi:PrincessNcebakaziMbangaof

Nkomanzikingdom.

Zodwa:PrincessNtombizodwaMbangaof

Nkomanzikingdom.

Mqwathi:ChiefVuyaniMbangaofEncokovillage.

Nokonwaba:MotherNokonwabaMbangaofEncoko

village.

ThekingofAmabhacastoodup.

King:Iam kingVul’izizweNyandeniofAmabhaca

kingdom,onmyrightismyqueenNkazimlo

Nyandeni,overthereismyson,princeandtheheirto

thethroneofAmabhacaKhulaniNyandeniandthose

aremyelders.

Bathandwa:BathandwaKonyana-Langeniam a

commoner(Asithandile’sheartsank)

Asithandile:Iam AsithandileMavalelisoam a

nobody.

Chief:Now!Nowmychildrenlet’snotgetaheadof

ourselves.Thematterathandistoofficiallychange



yournamedeardaughterandgiveyouonethatthe

godshavechosen.

NkomanziChief:TheChiefisright,Iwillonlysay

whatIneedwhenthechiefofthelandfinishes.

Chief:Thankyouwiseone,nowbeforewecontinue

let’shearfrom ourguestswhattheyareherefor.

King:Ourchiefpriestwhounfortunatelycouldn’t

makeithadarevelationfrom thegodslastnight

tellingustobeherethismorningbecausethisis

wherewewillfindourqueen(hesaidandtookhis

seatbythistimeBathandwa’shopewasoutthe

window,ifitwasuptohim hewouldgetthehellout

oftherebutthatwasnotanoption)

Chief:Wehearyouandacknowledgewhatyousay.

Thegodshaveshownustwothings,letmenotsay

usbutmeandtheotherchiefwillsayhispartsince

webothservethesamegodsandtheydecidewho

toshowwhatandwhen.Forstartersmychildthe

godshavechosenyouasthequeenofthislandand

gaveyouaknewname,Khanyisa,theysaidthatyou

willbrightlighttoyourkingdom eventhoughitisstill



avillagebuttheyhavefaiththatyouwillmakeit

work.NowIwantyoutoinhaletheincenseandsayI

accepttoacceptthenameyouweregiven.

(Asithandile/Khanyisamovesforwardstillonher

kneesandsheopenedhermouthtosayIdon’tnot

acceptbutthewordscomeoutdifferent)

Asithandile/Khanyisa:Iaccept(ohGod!Whatthe

hellisthis?Whatam Isayingnowbecausethatis

notwhatIwantedtosay)sheaskedherselfinher

mindandthechiefpriestsmiled.

Chief:Itisdonethenamehasbeenaccepted.The

secondthingthegodsshowedmewasthekingthat

willrulebyyoursidebecauseweallknowthatthere

isnoqueenwithoutakingsothegodschoseuCirha,

uNcibane,uNojaholotobeyourking.(theyall

lookedateachotherwonderingwhothisCirhais,

Bathandwahaslongblackedwhatwasbeingsaid

anddonethemomentheheardthatkingsaytheir

queenishereandheknewthattheprinceof

Amabhacaistheonethatwilltakehislove)

Mqwathi:Ithinkweareallconfusedwiseone,who

isourking?Becauseitseemslikenoonehere



knowshim.

Chief:Thatisbecauseheisonlyherebybodybutfar

awaywithhismind.

Nkosibuthe:Wiseone,pointhim outatleastname

him aswehaveallintroducedourselves.

Chief:Nochiefpriestisallowedtocalltheirkingby

hisname,whenthekingintroducedhimselfhesaid

hewasacommonernotknowingthatthegods

chosehim waybeforehecomehere.(theothers

lookedatBathandwawhodidn’tevenhearwhatwas

beingsaidashewasbusythinkingaboutopeninga

branchofhiscompanyinCapeTownandstaythere

togetitofftheground,hisbeenthinkingofdoing

thisforawhileandthiswastherighttimetodoitas

hehasnothingholdinghim backanymore.Bukhosi

nudgedhim bringinghim backtohissensesandhe

lookedaroundandsawthateveryonewaslookingat

him andheclearedhisthroat.)

Bathandwa:Eldersam sorryIdidn’thearwhatwas

beingsaidbecausemymindisoccupied.Ifthe

eldersdon’tmindrepeatingwhattheysaidI’d



appreciateit.

Nkosibuthe:ichutyiwelentwana(hissmart)

Chiefpriestwenttohim withtheincenseandbowed

beforehim andBathandwawasconfused.

Chief:Cirha,Ncibane,Nojaholo,Mykingdoyou

accepttostandbyourqueenandrulebyhersidein

thiskingdom justasthegodswish?

Bathandwa:Waitwhat?

Nosakhele:Youarethechosenkingyoufooljustsay

youaccept(asconfusedashewashesaidhe

acceptsandAsithandilesmiledathim)

Chief:Myparthereisdone,overtoyouwiseone.

NkomanziChief:Elders,kingsandqueensthegods

onlygavemetwomessagestopassthroughandI

wouldliketodothatwithoutinterruptions.Thenew

KingsnamegivenbythegodsisMphicothimyking

doyouaccept?(stillconfusedBathandwasaidhe

accepts)verywellthenItisdone.Thesecond

messagethegodsgavemewastoinform youthat

theprinceofAmabhacaisthesecondchosenking



ofEncokovillageandsoontobekingdom,thequeen

willhavetwokingsuntil...

Everyone:What?....
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NkomanziChief:Elders,kingsandqueensthegods

onlygavemetwomessagestopassthroughandI

wouldliketodothatwithoutinterruptions.Thenew

KingsnamegivenbythegodsisMphicothimyking



doyouaccept?(stillconfusedBathandwasaidhe

accepts)verywellthenItisdone.Thesecond

messagethegodsgavemewastoinform youthat

theprinceofAmabhacaisthesecondchosenking

ofEncokovillageandsoontobekingdom,thequeen

willhavetwokingsuntil...

Everyone:What?....(everyonewasshockedbythis

andaconfusedBathandwastoodupandwentout

thethroneroom leavingothersstillshockedwith

theirmouthshungopen)Bathandwawentandstood

bythekraalofEncokoandlookedatthemountains

tryingtoprocesswhathadjusthappened.

-Godsofthisland,lastnightIprayedtoeverything

andeveryonethatcanlistentohelpmeendupwith

myheartandIthankyouthatyouchosemetobe

withher.Nowthequestionis,HowdoIshareher

withanother?She’smylifeandsharingherwith

anotherwillbreakme.Idon’tknowwhyyouchose

twoKing’sforherandIwillnotquestionyoufor

doingsoforIdon’tnotunderstandyourways.Iam a

meremortal,acommonerwithnotitleyetIfound

favorinyoureyesandforthatIthankyou.Ihave



acceptedthatyougavemethenameMophicothi

(meaningAnalyst)Idon’tknowwhatyouwantme

toanalyzeandfigureoutfrom thissituationbutam

willingtoopenmymind,eyesandearstohearyour

teachingsbecauseonmyownam useless.Asyou

knowIneverbelievedingodsbutsinceyouchose

metoleadbyyourqueen’ssideIam willingtobe

openandlearn.IwillnotlieandsayIam nothurtor

confusedbythiswholethingbutformyheartam

willingtodoanything.

Ashisthoughtstrailoffandtalkinginhismindhe

feltahandonhisarm andturnedtolookwhoitwas

andhecouldn’tbelievehiseyes.

Bathandwa/Mphicothi:Makhulu!(grandma)

Oldwoman:Mphicothimychild,rememberwhatI

said,theonewiththepureheartwillwinthebattle.

Thebattlehasbeganandnowwewantyoutofight,

forbothourqueenandthiskingdom.

Bathandwa/Mphicothi:HowgrandmawhenIdon’t

knowwhatisgoingon?

Oldwoman:FightMphicothi,fight!(saidtheold



womananddisappearedleavinghim bothshocked

andshakenabitbecauseitjusthithim thathisbeen

talkingtoaghost)

Bathandwa/Mphicothi:Whateverishappeninghere

am goingtoneedstrengthandcourage.Alotofit!

Backinsidethethroneroom thechiefpriestlooked

ateveryoneintheroom withanintimidatinglook.

NkomanziChief:IsaiddonotinterruptmeuntilI

havefinished!Youmightberoyalsbutyouarenot

abovethegods!Youdependonthem foreverything

andtheleastyoucandoisrespectthem!

Nkosibuthe:Apologieseyeofthegods,theshockof

thenewstookusallbysurpriseandwedeeply

apologizeforourrudeness.

NkomanziChief:Ihearyoumyking,nowasIwas

saying,thegodschosetwoking’sforthequeenbut

thatisuntilthetruekingwhowillleadbythesideof

thequeenproveshimselftothegodsandthepeople

ofthisVillage.Thegodswanttoseewhowillbea

betterfitbuttheydidn’twanttodothatontheirown



butletthematterbeafairone.ThequeenofEncoko

hasthesamegodsasthoseofNkomanziandback

therethegodscanchooseanyoneevena

commonertobekingorqueenwhichiswhy

MphicothiwaschosenbythegodsofNkomanzi.

ThegodsofEncokothegodsthatfellonthissoil

chosetheprinceofAmabhacatobekingandsince

thegodswerejoinedwhenthequeenacceptedallof

them asherown.Soalltheirchoicesandadvices

willbetakenintoconsideration.Iwillstophere.

Asithandile/Khanyisa:IhearyouwiseonebutIhave

neverheardofaqueenhavingtwokings.Howisthat

evengoingtowork?Whatisexpectedofme?Of

them?

NkomanziChief:Thisisthefirsttimeithas

happenedmyqueenbutthegodswantitthisway.

Howitwillworkwithdependonyoutheyourkings,

whatisexpectedofyouisforyoutobuildthisvillage

andmakeitintoakingdom duringtheprocessthe

godswilldecidewhichkingyouremainwith.They

areexpectedtohelpyoubuildthiskingdom,beby

yoursidethroughitall.Butremembertheonethat



willremainkingafteritallwillbetheonethegods

seefittositonthethronenexttoyou.Your

crowningwilltakeplaceafterthewholething.

Mqwathi:Ithinkitisclear

Prince:MayIhaveawordwithmyqueenplease?

NkomanziChief:CertainlyMyprince(everyoneleft

theroom somestillwithquestionsandsometrying

theprocesseverythingthathappened)

Prince:Nowmyqueentellmehowdoyoufeelabout

this?

Asithandile:Idon’tfeelanythingandbesidesIdon’t

wanttobequeenbecausenothinginmyupbringing

indicatedthatIwasroyalty.

Prince:Soyouarejustaqueenbypick.

Asithandile:Whatisaqueenbypick?

Prince:Someonewhowasjustpickedbythegods

liketheyhadnootherchoicebuttodoitforthesake

ofthethroneremaininginthefamily.

-Thenerveofthisguy!Hehasn’tbeenhereforthat

longandyetheinsultsme?Wow!



Asithandile:Iguesstheydidn’thavechoicethen.

Prince:Clearly!Whatmakesyouspecialanyway?

Asithandile:Idon’tfollow

Prince:Wowshe’sevenslow(hesaidthatunderhis

breathbutAsithandileheardhim)Imeanwhat

makesyousospecialthatthegodsdecidedtogive

youtwokingswhileotherroyalmaidensmore

befittingtobequeenaresingleandlookingoutthere?

-ThismanhasmorethanjustanervehisbravetooI

givehim that.

Asithandile:Thatquestiondearprinceisdirectedto

thewrongperson.Thepeopleyoushouldbeasking

thattoarethegodsthatchoseyoutobemy

husbandnotme.

Prince:Listenhereandlistengood.Amabhacaisa

bigkingdom notavillagelikeyourandam theheir

apparenttoitsthrone,IwillbedamnedifIstayhere

andbuildyourkingdom foryouandIwillbedamned

ifarulebythesideofawomanwhenIhavea

kingdom torule.



Asithandile:Ididnotaskyoutoleaveyourkingdom

andasforyouhelpingmebuildmykingdom,Ididn’t

expectyoutoandifyourefusetodothisit’sfineby

me.Iactuallydon’tneedyoubutthegodssawitfit

toinvolveyousodealwiththem notme.

Prince:Am gladweunderstandeachotherand

anotherthing,Ihaveaqueenthathasbeengroomed

from birthtobebetterpreparedforthisrole.Imean

apurebluebloodbornofroyaltynotahandpicked

andthatiswhoisgoingtobebymysidewhenItake

mythrone.

Asithandile:ThatisverygoodtohearbecauseIhave

nointentionsofbeingwithyouinanintimatelevel.

Prince:YeahIsawthatbecauseyourkindisway

beneathme.(hesaidwithadisgustedlook)

-Thisarrogantpieceofdirtistryingmypatience.

Asithandile:Whatismykingthenaccordingtoyou?

Prince:Yourollaroundwithcommoners,dirty

bloodedcommoners!Howcanyouevenstandtobe

inthepresenceofone?



Bathandwa:Becauseshelovesthiscommoneras

muchashelovesher(saidcominginandwentto

Asithandileandkissedhercheek)areyouokaybabe?

Asithandile:Yesmyloveam finebutIstillneedto

haveawordwiththechiefpriestsbeforeweleave.

Bathandwa:That’sAlrightweneedanswersbefore

weproceed.

Prince:Commonershavenorespectforroyalty

whatsoeverinthesepartsoftheworld!(hesaid

disgustedlookingatBathandwaandhelaughed)

Asithandile:That’sbecausewetreatallpeoplethe

sameinthesepartsoftheworld.

Bathandwa:Andthiscommonerhasfoundfavorin

theeyesofthegods,soIthinkthatprettymuch

makesmebeinthesamelevelasyou.

Prince:Noteveninyourdreamswillyoubeinmy

level.NowhowdowepretendtodothisbecauseI

haveakingdom togetto?

Asithandile:Ohwewon’tbepretending,Idon’tknow

aboutyoubutwewillbedoingwhatneedstobe



done.

Prince:Right!Tellmewhenyouneedanythingand

am sureit’sgoingtobemoneybecausethisvillage

doesn’tseem tohavemuchofit.(Asithandileand

Bathandwalookedateachotherandlaughedand

walkedoutwhileAsithandilewenttofindthechief

priestandBathandwawenttojoinBukhosibythe

kraal.

Bukhosi:Ohmyking!(hebowedhisheadmocking

him)

Bathandwa:Hahahdon’tplaylikethatman.

Bukhosi:What?Okaynowtellmeseriously,howdo

youfeelaboutallthis?

Bathandwa:Overwhelmedandconfused.It’salotto

takeinandIdon’tknowifam goingtobeableto

makeitthrough.

Bukhosi:IhearyoumymanbutbelievemewhenI

sayyouwillgetusedtoit.Iwasalsoskepticalabout

mypositionbutIgotusedtoitintime.



BaKoena:Atleastyoudidn’thavetwowivesand

yourwifedidn’thavetwohusbands.

Bukhosi:HahahasseriousasthisisIcan’thelpbut

laugh,Idon’tknowwhatmockerythegodsare

makingofmysister.

Bathandwa:Andme.

Bukhosi:Andyoumymanandyouhahah.

Inthelivingroom thekingNkosibuthe,theChief

Mqwathi,hiswifeNokonwaba,Nosakheleandthe

twochiefsweretalkinganddiscussingthematterat

handwhenAsithandilecamein.

Asithandile:Elders

Nkosibuthe:Khanyisa,howcanwehelpyoudear

queen?

Asithandile:Iwashopingtohaveawordwiththe

chiefpriests.

NkomanziChief:Youwanttoknowwhatis

happeningtoyou?



Asithandile/Khanyisa:YesChief

Chief:Takeaseat(Asithandilewentandtookasit)

NkomanziChief:Wellyouhavethespiritofafallen

queenwithinyou,thegreatqueenKhanyisilemother

ofyourfatherhere.Sheistheonewhoawokeinside

youthemomentyouacceptedyourrealgodsas

yourown.Whenthegoatwasslaughteredyoualso

releasedherspiritwithinyou.

Asithandile:SothenameKhanyisacomesfrom her?

Shegavemehername.

Chief:Yesshegaveyouhernamebecauseshelives

withinyou.

Asithandile:Whendoesshecomeout?

Chief:Shewillonlycomeoutnowafteryour

crowningbutitmaybebeforethatitdependsonher.

Asithandile:Thankyoumychief,onemorething,

howdoIcontrolher?

Chief:Youdonotcontrolhershecontrolsyoubut

onlywhenshe’sawake.

Asithandile:Thankyou.



Sheleftgoingtohersistersstillnotreallysureshe

understandswhatisgoingonbutwaswillingto

learnandmakeEncokothebestkingdom ever

existed.
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Thereisalwaysacalm beforethestorm,thatsaying

mustbemeantforcertainpeoplebecausefor

Asithandile,ithasbeenonestorm aftertheotheras

aresultshe’sevenworriedthatBathandwawillget

tiredofitandleaveher.Imeanshetoldthechief

priestandthechiefthatshedoesn’ttobequeenifit



meansthem marryingherofftosomeoneshe

doesn’tknow.Butno!Thegodshadtointerfereand

nowsheisleftwithtwomenwhoaresupposedto

beherhusband.Whatmaninhisrightmindwould

agreetothat?Itdoesn’thelpthattheprinceisa

proudmanwhoputsstatusfirstbeforepeople.

Thereisalwayscalm beforethestorm butwhat

morecanonetake?Becausemoreiscomingher

wayandshehastobeprepared.Forwhatnobody

knows.ThepeopleofNkomanziandtheprinceof

Amabhacaleftthefollowingdaywithhisguardsand

maidenssincehisfatherleftalready.Hearrived

homelateintheafternoonandthekingwaswaiting

forhim outside.Hesteppedoutofthecarandwas

gratefulhewasbackhome,hiscomfortablehome,

unlikethevillagehiscomingfrom.

King:Am waitingforyou!

Prince:Fathercan’tthiswaituntilam rested?That

placeisfarandIneedtoshowerandgetoffme,I

don’tevenwanttosmelllikethatplace.

King:Arrogancehasalwaysbeenyourweaknessbut

am notonthat,Ineedtotalktoyou(heturnedand



walkedtothethroneroom andtheprincehadno

choicebuttofollowhim)theygotinandtooktheir

seatswiththekingsittingonhisroyalchair.

King:WhatisthisIhearaboutyouinsultingthe

queen?

Prince:FatherwhatdidIsayaboutyoulettingyour

thingsspyonme?Idon’twantthem andIneverwill

dopleasestopmakingthem followmearoundam

notachild.

King:Onlyachildwouldsaythatandtheyarenot

thingstheyaremypeopleandtheyhelpmeandthis

kingdom.Soyoubetterrespectthem.

NowthekingofAmabhacawasknown,wellnot

knownbuttherehadbeensomerumorsthatthe

kinghadasnakeand(othikoloshe/ditokosi),the

peoplebelievethatthekinggotthem whenthe

kingdom wasn’tdoingwellandeversincehegot

them thekingdom prospered.Random peopleand

childrendieevery3monthsanditisbelievedthat

thekingandhis“people”areresponsibleforit.They

believethathefeedsthem bloodandhumanflesh



becauseoutofallthepeoplewhodiedtheirloved

oneswouldonlyfindtheirbonesandtheonlything

theydon’teatistheface,soeverythingwouldbe

boneexceptthethefaceandthat’showtheirloved

oneareabletoidentifythem.

King:Nowtellmewhatwouldyougoandjeopardize

theplanIhaveforushere?

Prince:IhavetoldyoubeforeandIwilltellyouagain

Idon’twantthesethings.

King:That’snotwhatIcalledyouherefor!Nowwhy

wouldyouinsultherlikethat?Youdoknowthat

she’syouryourqueen.

Prince:Idon’twantahalfbloodasthequeenofthis

landfather!Thatwilldamagethesoil.

King:Thisjustshowshowwetyouarebehindthe

ears!Listentome!MypeopletellmethatEncokois

notonlygoingtobeakingdom butiswillbemoreof

afortressofpower,theywillhavemorepowerand

richesthanyoucaneverimagineandyouastheking

guaranteesussafetyandsecurityforgenerationsto

tocome.



Prince:Hetataabathikoloshebakhobakubonise

yonkelento?(fatherdidyourlapriconsshowyouall

this?)

King:Yestheydid,Igotrichinthiskingdom because

ofthem butwehavenothingonEncoko.

Prince:Whyisthat?Imeanwehavealltheseforces

whycan’twebeasrichastheyare?

King:Becausetheyhavetwogodsprotectingthem,

oneistheprinceofNkomanziwhoisgodlivingina

humanbodyandheishisgrandfatherthegreatwolf

andthemostfearedgodoflifeanddestructionand

Encokohasthishalfbloodyouaretalkingaboutbut

thatisjustacoverforthisworld.Hermotherwas

chosenfrom birthtogivebirthtothesegods,her

childrenwereneverhersbutthespiritsofthegods.

Akingthatleftthisworldwithoutfulfillinghis

destinyandaqueenwhowantedtodorightbyher

son.ThequeenofEncokohasthespiritofthequeen

motherofMqwathithechiefofEncokoandtogether

theywillnotonlyruleMthathaorAfricabutabroad

toowherethequeenhasbeenforthepasttwoyears.

Shealreadycamebackrichandnowshegoingtobe



richerbecauseeverythingshewilltouchwillturnto

gold.

Prince:Thenit’stimetomakenicewithmychosen

wife.

King:Don’tbefooledmypeopletellmethatthe

godsknowyourheartandifyoueventrytofakeit

knowthatyouarenotdealingwithmerehumans.

Prince:WhatdoIdothenfather?

King:HelpherbuildEncokowithoutlookingfor

somethinginreturn,Iwillgiveyouunlimitedbudget

todowhateveryouneedtodo.

Prince:Rightletmerestandgobackthereagain,I

can’tmissoutonsomuchwhenIhavealreadybeen

toldhowmuchisatstake.

King:Restandgodomeproudson!

Theprincelefthisfatherandwenttorestwhilehis

fathermadeNicehis“hispeoplesohecallshis

lapricornorthikolosheortokolosi.Hefedthem

breastmilkfrom awomanwhohasjustgivenbirth



liketheyarechildren.Don’taskhowhegetsthemilk

from thesewomenbecausehispeoplearealso

responsibleforthat.BackatEncokotheplansto

buildthevillagewerealreadyunderway.Bukhosiand

Ncebakaziwerecontinuingwiththeoriginalplanof

buildingalodgeinthevillage,Stickstookitupon

himselftobuildaworldclasshospital.Asithandile

focusedonthebuildingandrenovationoftheroyal

palace.Bathandwafocusedoninfrastructure

development.Eachonehadtheirownteam thatthey

workwithandallthebuddingmaterialwasthereas

wellasalltheconstructionmaterials,vansand

trucks.AsithandilealsocontactedMartinasandtold

him togetherasponsortobuildbetterhousesfor

thepeopleofEncokoandhesaid”consideritdone

mylady”hercarfinallyarrivedandStickspeople

broughtbybutitremainedinMthathasincethe

roadswerenotsogoodtodriveit.Fornowshehired

avanandgotadrivertodriveheraround.Everything

washappeningsofastthatnoonehadtimeto

interact,theyjustworksandsleepwherevertheycan.

Mqwathiwasstandingbythekraalwatchingas

treeskeptfallingfrom theforestwithworrywritten



alloverhisface.Hiswifecametohim.

Nokonwaba:Youlastoktroubled,Whatseemstobe

thematter?

Mqwathi:Don’tyouseewhatam seeing?

Nokonwaba:Whatareyouseeing?

Mqwathi:Theyaredestroyingthisvillage,lookatthe

treesfalling,lookatthishomesteadlookinglikeno

onelivesinit,wherewillthefarmersdotheirfarming?

Wherewillthehuntershunt?

Nokonwaba:Youarelookingatthisthewrongway,

didyouseethem goinganywherenearthefarms?

Mqwathi:No!

Nokonwaba:Exactly!Yourdaughtersaidshewants

thisplacemodernbutstilllookingthesamewith

naturesurroundingit.Sowhywouldshedestroythe

farmsandallthetrees?Thehuntersdon’tneedto

huntanymorebecauseeveryoneinthisvillagehas

andwillalwayshaveajobsevenwhenthe

developmentisdone.

Mqwathi:Whatwilltheydoafterthedevelopment?



Nokonwaba:Whodoyouthinkwillworkinallthese

placestheyarebuilding?

Mqwathi:FineIgetyourpointbutlookatthe

homestead,weonlyhaveourroom tosleepin,my

daughtersleepswhereverandit’snothealthyatall.

TomakemattersworseIcan’taffordallthis.

Nokonwaba:Didtheyaskyouforanymoney?

Mqwathi:No!

Nokonwaba:Thatmeanstheyhavemorethen

enoughtodothis,beproudofyourdaughterand

stopbeingnegative.

Mqwathi:Iwilltry.

Thedaypassedandeverythingwasstillgoing

accordingtoplan.TheprinceofAmabhacaarrived

laterthefollowingdayandaskedwhatheneededto

dobutnooneansweredhim becauseallthepeople

hecouldtalktowerebusyandMqwathididn’tknow

muchaboutwhowasdoingwhat.Sotheprince

decidedhewillberesponsibleformakingsurethat



everyonewhoisworkingontheprojecthas

breakfastinthemorning,lunchduringthedayand

dinneratnight.Heorganizedacateringcompany

thatwilldothatforeveryone.ThewayEncokowas

smallheonlyhadtofeed700peopleincludingthe

workersandthepeopleofthevillagebecausehe

wanttodonicewiththem too.Healsoorganized

temporarytoiletsandtentstoshowerinandtosleep

inforthosewhoareworkingdeepintheforestand

thatwasBukhosiandNcebakazi’steam.Zodwawas

responsibleforallthedesignsfrom thelodge,the

royalhouse,thehospitalandthecampsite.Later

thatnightheprincewenttohistentandtooka

showerthencalledhisfather.

Convo:

King:Son!

Prince:Father

King:Howiseverythinggoing?

Prince:Thewholeplaceischaoticandweare

loosingalotofmoneyprovidingfoodforthese

people.



King:Begladit’sonlyfoodandnothingthatwill

leaveusbankrupt,rememberwhywearedoingthis

anddon’tnotworryaboutthemoneywhatyouused

didn’tevendentouraccount.

Prince:IknowfatherIjusthatespendingon

commonerswhodon’twanttoworkforwhatthey

have.

King:It’sfunnyyousaythatwhenyouneverworked

adayinyourlife.

Prince:Thatisbecauseyoupromisedtotakecareof

meifIletyougoandgetthosethingsyoucall

peopleinexchangeformoms...(hecuthim short)

King:AlrightIunderstand

Prince:BetternotforgetitFather,Isacrificedthe

womanwhogavebirthtomeforyoutohavethose

thingsandwhateverrichescomewiththem willhave

tosustainmetoo.

King:IsaidIunderstand!Nowchangeyourattitude

anddothiswithaopenheartandasmileonyour

face.Openyoureyesandmindandseepeoplefor

whotheyare.Maybeyouwilllearnathingortwo.



Prince:IhavelearntenoughinDetroitIdon’tneed

more.Ineedtosleepnowtalksomeothertime.

King:AlrightbenicetothepeopleifnotIwillknow.

Prince:Tellthosethingstogetoutofmywayandwe

willgetalong.(hesaidanddroppedthecall.Little

didheknowthatBathandwaheadeverythinghewas

sayingbutcouldn’tunderstandmuchofitbecauseit

wasconfusingwithouthearingwhattheother

personissaying.HewenttofindAsithandileand

foundhersleepinginhertentandjoinedher)

Asithandile:Godyoucold!

Bathandwa:SorrybabeIhavebeenstandingoutside

fortoolong.

Asithandile:Getclosetomesothatyoucanget

warm faster.(hemovedclosertoherandcuddled)

Bathandwa:Babe

Asithandile:mmm

Bathandwa:Idon’ttrustthatprince

Asithandile:Metoo



Bathandwa:Don’tGetmewrongam notsayingthat

becauseIwantyoualltomyselfbutIdon’ttrusthim

becausemyguttellsmehisuptosomething.

Asithandile:IknowhisuptosomethingitIdon’t

knowwhat,anddon’tworryIdon’ttrusthim either.

Bathandwa:Am glad,goodnightbabe

Asithandile:Goodnight

Therewasalotofworktobedoneatthevillageand

littletimetowatchwhattheprincedoes.
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Encokovillage.



8monthslater (notedited)

Thereisalwayslightattheendofthetunnelthey

say,don’tgiveuphopetheysay,itrainsbeforethe

sunshinetheysay,eventhedaymustgivewaytothe

nighttheysay.Butwhenchallengesandhardships

comeyourwayyoufeellikeyoudrowning,likethey

willnevergoaway,likeyoutrappedandthereisno

wayout.That’showAsithandilefeltwhenshewas

livingatEncokowhenthemanshethoughtwasher

fatherphysicallyabusedher,shefeltliketherewas

nowayout,sheleftlikeshewasaloneintheworld.

Thingschangedwhenherbrothercamelookingfor

herandtookherwithhim.Shestartedbeinghappy

again,shefoundloveandshewascontentbutthe

badtimeswerenotover,Vusicamealongand

kidnappedherandtookhertoaforeigncountry

whereshedidn’tevenknowthespokenlanguage

andsherealizedthatshespoketoosoonwhenshe

saidshewashappybecauseitdidn’tlast.Asifthat

wasnotenough,shecamebackhomeafterbeing

awayfortwoyearsonlytofindoutthatherfather



wasthechiefandtheshewasthequeenofthesoil

thatcrucifiedher,asifthatwasnotenoughshe

almostlosttheloveofherlifeinallthat,asifthat

againwasnotenoughshefindsoutthatshehada

spiritgodlivinginsideherandtotopitoffshehad

twohusbandschosenforher.Thatalonekilledher

butshekeptabravefacebecausethathowRodrigo

madehertobe,strongandnotshowemotionsto

theenemy.Theprincewasarrogantandself

centeredbutthatwastheleastofherworries.The

mostimportantthingherwastobuildEncokointoa

kingdom asthegodswishsothatshecanbeableto

liveherlife.For8monthsshe,hersiblingsandthe

manshelovesworkedharddayinanddayoutto

makeEncokointowhatitistoday.

Todaywasthedayofthegrandintroductionand

openingofEncokokingdom.Mqwathiinvitedthe

kingdomsheknowsandNkosibuthedidthesame.

BukhosiandNcebakaziinvitedbusinesspeopleand

Martinaswasthereaswellwithhismediacrew.He

camethroughforherandthehousesinthevillage



wererenovatedandmademodern.Heonlygotthe

sponsorbecausethecompanywantedtoexpandto

Africaandsawitasagoodideatofirstdo

somethingforthepeopleinAfricatogainsupport

whentheyfinallyexpandhere.Thatwasnota

problem aslongastheygotwhattheywantedand

Asithandilegotwhatshewanted.Everyonewas

dressedkillthiseveningasthereportersstood

outsideinterviewingthegueststhatkeptcomingin

theirroyalattires.Itwasfascinatingforthem asthey

haveneverbeentosuchorseensomanyroyal

familiesallinoneplace.Thebroadcastwasliveand

airedallovertheworldsincetheygotthecoverage.

Martinaswasmorethanproudofhispartnerandthe

workshehasdoneinhervillages.

Martinas:Am soproudofyoumylady,theplaceis

outofthisworld.

Asithandile:Thankyouandam gladyouhere.

Martinas:Anythingforyoumylady,Ximenayou

deservethisandmoreandam happythatyouare

finallylivingyourlife.



Asithandile:Am happytooyouknow

Martinas:NowTellme,whoisthatgentlemanthat

can’tkeephiseyesoffyou?

Asithandile:WellThatistheloveofmylife

Bathandwa.

Martinas:Theglowmyladysaysitall,nowcanIbe

formallyintroducedtothemainman?

Asithandile:Ofcourse(theywalkedtowhere

Bathandwawasstanding)

Asithandile:Babethismybusinesspartnerand

friendMartinasfrom ColombiaandMartinasthisis

myloveBathandwa.

Bathandwa:Apleasuretofinallymeetyou.

Martinas:Pleasureisallmine,youknowthatyou

werethereasonshenevergaveupfightingwhileshe

wasbackinColombia.

Bathandwa:Ididn’tknowthatbutam gladshe

fought,Ican’timaginemylifewithouther.Thepast

twoyearswerehardforthebothofusbutam glad

wearebacktogetheragain.



Martinas:Manyouareluckytohaveher.

Bathandwa:ThatIknowverywell.

TheprinceofAmabhacawithhisfatherwere

standingnotsofarfrom whereAsithandileand

Bathandwawere.

King:Doyouseethatsheisonlyacknowledgingthat

commonermorethanyou?

Prince:Whatmorecanyouexpectfrom ahalfblood?

King:It’stimeforyoutoactnow,Iwillsendmy

peopletogoandcheckwhichofoftheseroomsis

hershere,wehavetomakesurethatsheandthe

godschoseyouastheking.

Prince:Doyouthinkyourthingscanpullthatoff?

King:Havefaithinthem,doyouseehowthisplace

looks?Shedidn’tthiswithoutaskingforacentfrom

us,lookatthebusinesspeopleshe’sassociated

with,wehaveneverhadsuchinourkingdom andI

willbedamnedifthatcommonergetstobeking

withoutafight.Wedeservethis.



Prince:Sendyourpeoplealreadybecauseam not

losingtheseriches.TothinkIwaswillingtowalk

awaybutafterseeingallthisluxuryam notwillingto

walkawayanymore.Thegodshavetochoosemeor

wecanblingthechiefpriestonthedayofthe

crowing.

King:Nowyoubeginningtothinklikemeson!These

peoplearerichandtheymusthavespentaloton

this.

Prince:Theyevenbuilthousesforthecommoners,

whatawaste.

King:Youcansaythatagain.

NkosibutheandNobukhosiwerestandingtogether

talkingandadmiringtheworkthathasbeendoneat

Encoko.

Nobukhosi:Yourkidshavedoneawonderfuljob

here,thisplaceisexquisite.

Nkosibuthe:Am proudofthem fordoingallthis,but

enoughaboutthatnowwoman,howlongareyou



planningonmakingmewait?

Nobukhosi:Waitforwhat?

Nkosibuthe:Foryoutoagreetobemywife.

Nobukhosi:Wellam notmakingyouwaitanylonger,

Itoldmyfatheraboutyoubuthedidn’tbelieveme.

HesaidhewillbelievethatIactuallywanttoher

marriedthedayyourpeoplecometoourkingdom to

askformyhandinmarriage.

Nkosibuthe:Wellthat’sallIneededtohear,my

kingdom hasbeenwithoutaQueenforfartoolong,

thisweekendmypeoplewillbetheretogetmemy

queen.

Nobukhosi:Haveyouspokentothechildrenyet?

Nkosibuthe:Theyallwantmetobehappyandyou

aremyhappiness.

Nobukhosi:Wellinthatcasemypeoplewillbe

waitingforyours.

Nkosibuthe:Theywillbethere,didItellyouhow

beautifulyoulooktonight?

Nobukhosi:WellyoudidbutIdon’tmindhearingit



again.

Nkosibuthe:WellyouarebeautifulmyqueenandI

loveyou.

Nobukhosi:Ohwow,IneverthoughtIwouldhear

thosewordsbeingdirectedatme.Butam happyyou

theonesayingthem becauseIloveyoutooandI

can’twaittobeyourwife.

Nkosibuthe:Ican’twaittobeyourhusband.(they

smiledateachother)

Theeveningwentonandnowitwastimeforthe

ChiefMqwathitogiveaspeechandaddressthe

peoplem.Hetookthestandwithhiswifebyhisside.

Mqwathi:Goodevening,Iwouldliketofirstlythank

allofyouforbeingheretoday.Iam thechiefofthis

kingdom andbesidesmeismybeautifulwife.Today

istheofficialopeningofthekingdom ofEncokoand

verypleasedtoannouncethatfrom nowonEncoko

willnolongerbecalledavillagebutakingdom.

Especialthankstothesoontobequeenofthis

kingdom mydaughterAsithandileandIbelieve



othersknowherasXimena.Toyoumydear

daughterandyousiblingsIthankyouforthework

thatyouhavedoneandthisshowsthatyouwill

makeagreatqueenforthiskingdom andyouwill

leadyourpeopletogreatness.Tomycousintheking

ofNkomanziandhischildrenIthankyouforallthe

workyouhavedoneinhelpingouthereandsupport

meandmyfamilythroughallofit..

Whilethespeechwasongoingandpeoplefocusing

onitthekingofAmabhacaandhis“people”together

withhissonwenttotheroom thatisusedby

Asithandileandplacedabowlunderthebedright

wheretheheadwillbewhenshesleeps.Thebowl

hadabigfroginsideofitsittingingreenwater,they

placedinthereandlefttojointhepartylikenothing

hadhappened.Bukhosisensesthattherewas

dangerbuthiswifekepthim calm andremindedhim

thatthiswashissistersdayandthatheshouldnot

ruinitbyscaringthepeopleaway.Shealso

remindedhim ofthemediathatwasthereandhe

keptcalm butPowerwasrestlesswantingtocome



out.

Thenightwentonwithoutaglitcheventhough

Bukhosiwasnolongerhimselfanymore.

#loveadmin

Insert97

Encokokingdom (notedited)

Evilisnotpaidbymoreeviltheysay,twowrongs

don’tmakearighttheysay.Youdon’ttakejustice

intoyourownhandstheysay.Butwhathappens

whenthejusticesystem isnotdoingwhatit’s

supposedtobedoing?ImeanlookathowVusigot

awaywithkidnappingAsithandileinbroaddaylight,

whatdidthepeopledo?Whatdidthepolicedo?

Nothing!AndwhenshegottoColombiathemost

corruptcountryintheworldruledmostlyby

criminals,forhertherewasnoturningback.What



aboutthetimeherfatherwasbeatinghertoapulp?

Didanyonecallthepolice?No!Didanyoneintervene?

No!Sowhereisthejusticeforthosedeserving?

Nowhere!DoyouhonestlythinkifAsithandilewasn’t

smartenoughtoplayRodrigoshewouldhavecome

home?No!Doyouthinkherbrotherwouldhave

foundher?Maybe.Butevilneverstopsintheworld,

yougetridofoneenemyandanothersurfacesand

it’sthesamethingoverandoveragain.

NotonlywithAsithandilebutlookatthesocietyyou

livein,weareallsickwhetherweacknowledgeitor

notbutwearesickandthedeadliestdiseasewe

sufferfrom isthe“whatwillthepeoplesay”disease

andthe“Iwantthem toseeme”disease,nobody

doessomethingforthemselvesanymorebutto

pleasepeople.Whenwasthelasttimeyoudidwhat

youwantedwithoutworryingaboutwhatthepeople

willsay?Whenwasthelasttimeyoudressedupand

lookedgoodwithoutyousayingIwanttowalkout

thereandIwantthem toseeme.Whyshouldthey

seeyoutobeginwith?Areyoulivingforthem or



yourself?Youcan’tdatecertainguysbecausewhat

willthepeoplesay?LetmetellyouthisSigulasonke

qhasishiyanangaxesha(weareallsickbutthe

differenceisthetimeastowhenonegetssick)

abanyebagulaebusukuabalalitheneminibahlebe

abagulaemini,abagulaeminiebusukubayalala

wenauhlelibubomisanawonkeumntuunesgula

sakheandIfoldersazifaningaphakathi(someare

sickduringthenight,theydon’tsleepandgossip

aboutthosewhoaresickduringtheday.Thosewho

aresickduringthedaysleepatnightwhileyoulay

awakebecauseyourtimeashascome.Everyoneis

sickandthatislife)

ThekingofAmabhacawassickinhisownwayand

hissicknessisdrivenbygreed.Greedthatledhim to

taketheeasywayoutandseeksupernaturalpowers

tobeabletogetthericheshelongedfor.Hisson!

Wellhisfathermadehim sickthemomenthesaw

him puttingasmileinthebedsothatitsucksthe

souloutofhismother.Hewasspoiltandwhenhis

fathertoldhim thathecouldgethim everythinghe



wantedifhekeptquietaboutwhathesaw,the

womanthatcarriedhim for9months,feelingallthe

painsthatcomewithpregnancy,thesleepless

nightswhenhewasborn,herprotectionandlove

didn’tmatteranymore.Hewatchedherdierightin

frontofhim andhedidn’ttellasoulaboutit,he

neverevenshedatearforherbutXhosapeoplesay

inyambezizomzaliaziweliphantsimeaningtearsof

aparentdon’tfallondryground.

Theplayhadbeenmadeandthenightnightcameto

andend.Theguestwenttotheirdesignatedrooms,

someusedthelodge,sometheroyalpalaceand

somethecampsite.Therewasmorethanenough

room foreveryoneandtheguardsandmaidens

showedthepeopletotheirroomssothattheycan

restforthenight.

Bathandwa:Babeam tiredletmegotoyourroom

andranyouabathwhileyoufinishupwithyour

guests.

Asithandile:Iwouldlovethat,am reallytiredandthe



shoesarekillingme.

Bathandwa:Letmegothen(Bathandwawenttoher

room andwhenhegotinhetookoffhisjacketand

wenttothebathroom,hefilledthetubwithwater

andaddedbathsaltsandtheworks.Hethentooka

showerandgotoutafterafewminutes)hewas

sittingonthebedafterheputonhisshotsandvest

butwhilesittingtherehecouldn’tkeephiseyesopen.

HewantedtowaitforAsithandilebuthisheadwas

tooheavy.Helaterdownonthepillowand

immediatelydriftedoff.

InhissleepitwaslikehewashereatEncokobythe

riverwherethecampsitewas.Hewaslookingat

Asithandileswimmingintheriverbutshewas

drowning.Hetookoffhisshoesanddivedintothe

watertotryandsaveher.Hegotintothewaterand

tookherinhisarmsbutwhenhepulledheroutfrom

underthewateritwasnotAsithandilethathewas

holding.Hewasshockedbutinaslitsecondanail

wasbeinghammeredintohisforeheadandhefellin

thewaterandstarteddrowning.Hegottothedepths



oftheriverbutinsteadoftherebeingrocksandall

therehouses,withSkullshangingaroundandanimal

skinallover.Theplacewasscarybutsomething

madehim movefurtherinuntilhegotintothe

rondavelthatwasthereandhewasshockedatwho

hesaw.

Asithandilecametointotheroom andsawhim

sleepingthereandhethoughthemusthavebeen

reallytiredforhim nottowaitforher.Shewentback

intothebathroom andsmiledseeingthebubbles.

Shewentbackintotheroom andtookoffher

clothesthenwentbackandrelaxedintothetub

lettingthewatertakeawaytheexhaustion.She

closedhereyesandrelaxedenjoyingthewater.After

awhileshegotoutandwenttotheroom andlotion,

shetookhersleepwearandwentbedandshook

Bathandwasothathecangetunderblanketssince

hesleptontopofthem buthiswholebodymoved.

Hewascoldandshemovedhim againcallinghis

namebutnothinghappened.Sheturnedhim around

andwasshockedtoseeanailonhisforeheadwitha



littlebloodcomingout.Shequicklytookherphone

anddialedherbrotherandhepickedupimmediately.

Convo:

Bukhosi:Pleasedon’ttellmetherearepeoplewho

don’thaveplacestosleep(hesaidinatiredvoice)

Asithandile:Pleasecometomyroom now!And

bringthechiefpriestwithyou.

Bukhosi:WhatisgoingonAsithandile!

Asithandile:IsaidnowBrotherplease!(sheshouted

anddroppedthecall)

Shewasnowpacingupanddownintheroom not

knowingwhattodo.Shekeptcheckingon

Bathandwaandcouldn’tbelievewhatshewas

seeing,momentslaterBukhosiknockedandshe

shoutedacomeinandpushedthedooropen

followedbybothpriestbehind.Thepriestsand

BukhosiwentcloserandlookedatBathandwa.

NkomanziChief:OhdeargodsofNkomanzi!(he

exclaimed)



Chief:Iwasafraidofthis!

Bukhosi:IleftitcomingbutIdidn’tstopit!(hesaid

withsadvoice)

Asithandile:Whatisgoingonhere?Whatdoeshe

haveanailonhisforehead?

NkomanziChief:Uthwetyulwe(hewastaken)

Chief:Hisasgoodasdead

Asithandile:No!!!(sheshoutedandwentto

Bathandwaandheldhim inherarmswhilesobbing)

babypleasecomebacktome,youcan’tbetheone

toleavemenowBathandwawakeup!Okayokayam

sorryforshoutingbutpleasecomebacktome,I

can’tdothisalonepleasecomeback!

NkomanziChief:Wehavetoconsultthegods(he

saidthetwoofthem left)
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Insert98

Encokokingdom (notedited)

Theysaywhenitrainsitpoursbutwhendoesitstop

though?Imeanit’sonethingaftertheotherand

thereisnorestforanyofthem.Bathandwawaited

twoyearstobewithhislovebutwhenhefinallygot

tobewithher,shewaspromisedtoanotherandhim

atthesametime.Yesshedidn’tchangetowards

him whichassuredlyhim thatshelovehim.Then

theyhadtobuildEncokofrom groundupandthat

tookalotoftimeapartandwhenitwasfinallydone,

hewastakenawayfrom her.Nowhowfairisthaton

oneperson?Asithandileontheothersideneverleft

him,sheaskedherbrothertohelpherouthim nicely

undercoversandshejoinedhim andsleptonhis

chest,hewasbreathingbuthewascoldlikehewas

slowlyfadingaway.Withtearsinhereyesfallingon

hischestshespoketohim.

Asithandile/Khanyisa:Mylove,Imissyourbeautiful



smileandyourhappylaughterthatattractedtoyou.

ButyourcaringandlovingheartisthereasonIwant

tospendtherestofmylifewithyou.Theysayevery

lovestoryisbeautifulbutoursismyfavorite,you

makemyworldbeautifulBathandwaandIwantyou

tofightandcomebacktome.Youcandoitmylove

justlikeIdidwhentheytookmeawayfrom you,doit

forusandforthechildrenwewillhave.Formy

sanitybecauseifIloseyouIwilllosemymindandin

turnthisnewlyformedkingdom willperish.

Allthistimewhileshespokehertearsneverstopped

flowingform herbeautifuleyes.Ontheotherside

thekingofAmabhacaandhissonwerebusytalking

abouttheeventsoftheday.

Prince:OhfatherIam sohappyaboutallthis,we

havefinallyeliminatedthecompetition.

King:YoucanThankmypeopleforthat,nowyou

havetostartingbelievinginthem andacknowledge

theirpresence.

Prince:Iwasworriedthatthequeenwillbetheone



tofallonthistrap.

King:Am notstupid,thetrapwassetforoneperson

onlyandthatis...(hecuthim short)

Prince:Thewannabekingofacommoner,nowam

surewhereverheisheisregrettingmessingwithbig

dogs.

King:Yesbutam worriedthoughbecausehisnot

wherehewassupposedtobe.

Prince:Whatdoyoumean?

King:Wellwhenwetookhim hewassupposedtogo

andjointheothersinasafeplacewhereIkeepthem

butheisnotthere.Mypeopletellmehenevermade

itthereandthatworriesme.

Prince:Youworrytoomuchfatherbecausebythe

lookofthings,whereverheishisnotcomingback

andthatiswhatwewanted.Sonowthereisno

competitionwithacommoner.

King:Yourightaboutthat.Ijusthopenothinggetsin

thewayofthis,Idon’tcareifhecomesbackafter

youarecrownedkingifitsohappensthathedoes.



Prince:Willhebenormalifhedoescomeback?

King:Nohewillbeamadmanandnokingdom will

wanttohaveamanmanastheirking.

Prince:Yourightfather.

OntheothersideBukhosiwasgoingmad,hekept

ontryingtokeeppoweratbaybutitwasn’tworking.

Iminathitriedbutherhusbandtoldherstraightthat

ifshedidn’tstophim noneofthiswouldhave

happenedsoshegaveup.Hewasintheroom while

hiswifewassittinginfronttryingtodistractherself

withtvbutitwasn’tworkingbecausethetvwas

watchingher.Sheheardanoisecomingfrom the

bedroom andimmediatelysheknewthatPowerwas

outtoplaysoshedecidedtogoandrelaxoutsideby

thepool.Bukhosigotofthehouseandbynowhe

wasnolongerhimselfbutPower,hewenttothehut

wherethechiefpriestwereconsulting.Hegotinside

withoutknockingandtheyturnedtolookathim and

whentheysawhim theyboweddownandstarted

chantinghisclannames.



Power:Gotothequeensroom andremovewhatever

isunderherbed,doitnoworitwillkillhim wherever

heis.

NkomanziChief:Willhecomebackifwhenremoveit?

Power:Thegodwillbringhim backwhenthetimeis

right.NowgotoasIask.(thechiefpriestsdidn’t

havethetimetoarguewithagodsotheygotupand

wenttoAsithandile’sroom.Shewasasleepwhen

theygotthereandtheydecidednottowakeherup.

ThechiefofEncokowasthefirstonetolookunder

thebedandsawthecalabash,hesignaledtheother

chiefandhealsolooked.Theywentoutofthehouse

andbackintothehut.Theytooksomemutiand

applieditontheirhandsthentheywentbacktothe

room andtookthecalabash.Theywalkedbackto

thehutwherePowerwasalreadystandingbythethe

smallwoodentable,thechiefscameinandoutthe

calabashontopofthetableandPowersmelledit

thengroanedscaringthetwochiefpriestsinthe

process.

Power:Someoneistryingveryhardtokindthegods

butthespellhasalreadybeenbrokenjudgingbythe



factthatthekingisnotwheretheywantedhim tobe.

Chief:Whereishe?

Power:Onlythegodsknowthatbuthewillreturn

whenthetimeisright.

Bathandwawasshockedtoseetheoldwoman

comingoutofthescaryhut.Shecametohim.

Oldwoman:Sondon’tjuststandtheregoinsidethe

hutsothatyoucankeepwarm.

Bathandwa:HowdidIgethere?

Oldwoman:Theytookyou,nowgointhereandget

warm orelseyourbodywillgiveupontheotherside

andyouwilldie.(Bathandwadidn’taskanymore

questionsashewentintothehut,whenhegotthere,

therewasafireinthemiddleofthehutmakingit

warm.Themomenthestartedgettingwarm hiseyes

gotheavyandhefellasleep.

It’sshortbutIwillfinishthelastinsertsoff

tomorrow.



Like,commentandshare

#loveadmin

Insert99

Encokovillage (Excusetheerrors)

Whiletheotherswerebusyworriedaboutwhat

happenedtoBathandwaZodwawasbusywiththe

shyprince.Hecametotheopeningsinceheknew

thatZodwawillbetheresonowtheyaresittingin

oneofZodwa’sfavoriteplacesinthekingdom.The

treehouse,it’snotbigorsmalleither,ithasafire

placeawoodencouchlikeeverythingiswooden

includingthelaminatedfloors.

Xola:Nowmyprincess,howareyouenjoying

spendingtimewithmesofar?

Zodwa:Notbadmyprince.



Xola:Youknowam tiredofthisgamenowandithas

tostop.

Zodwa:Whatgameareyoutalkingabout?

Xola:Zodwaam oldenoughtobemarriedwithkids

butIneverhadachancetofindawifebecauseIwas

busyworkinghardassistingmyfatherbuildour

kingdom.Ittookalotofmytimeasaresultevenmy

friendsstartedfallingoffbecauseIdidn’tfitinwith

them anymore.TheydecidedtostartdatingbutI

didn’thavetimeforthat,theygotmarriedandI

remainedsinglebecausemykingdom wasnotyetat

aplacewhereIcouldbringinsomeone’sdaughterto

suffer.TheyhadkidsandbythenIwaslongleftout,

whatam sayingtoyouisthatIwillbesendingmy

peopletoNkomanzitoaskforyourhandinmarriage.

Zodwa:ButXolait’stoosoonandwehaven’teven

datedyet.

Xola:Datingisforguyswhodon’tknowwhatthey

wantbutmarriageisforgrownmenlikemewho

knowwhattheywantinlife.

Zodwa:Wedon’tknoweachotherthatwell.



Xola:Wehavealifetimetogettoknoweachother

andno!Iwon’ttrytochangeyouorcontrolyouor

runforthehillswhenIgettoknowtherealyou.Your

imperfectionsarejustthatandasyouhusbandIwill

havetoloveyouwiththem justlikeIexpectyouto

lovemewithmine.

Zodwa:Idon’tknowXola,Ihavebeenhurtand

disappointedalotbymenandIdon’twanttogo

throughthatagain.

Xola:Iam notheretorightawrongsomeoneelse

created,neitheram Iheretohealthewounds

someoneelsecaused.Am hereformyownpartand

Iwantyoutostartrecognizingthatandstop

comparingmetothepeopleyouhavebeenwith.

Zodwa:IthinkIlikedyoubetterwhenyouwereshy

andsendinggifts.

Xola:Thisismebaby,allofmeandam tellingthat

bytheendofthisweekyouwillbemywifeifyouwill

haveme.

Zodwa:Idon’tknowwhattosay.

Xola:Letsmakeadealhere,ifyouhavedoubts



aboutmyintentionsforyouthenyoucandenymy

peoplewhentheygetthereandyouwon’thaveto

marryme.ButifyoufeelthatIcanloveandtake

careofyouthenIwanttoseeyoucomingback

homewiththem onthatdaybecauseIam notwilling

tospendanotherminutewithoutyou.

Zodwa:Fairenough!ButhowwouldyoufeelifIdeny

you.

Xola:HonestlyIwillhurtanddisappointed.Toa

pointwhereIwillaskmyfathertofindmeawife

becauseIwouldhavefaileddoingsomyself.

Zodwa:Wouldyoureallydothat?

Xola:AsIsaid,am oldandnotgettinganyyounger,I

wanttohavemykidswhileIcanstillplaywiththem.

IwanttotraveltheworldwithmywifebecauseI

nevergottodothatbutnowIdo.Pleaseallowmeto

makeyouhappy.(hebegged)

Zodwa:Ohwhatthehell,sendyourpeople!Ihave

alsonottraveled,wellatleastnotlikemysisterand

it’snowornever.IfweworkoutornotIwillcross

thatbridgewhenIgettoit.



Xola:Thankthegods!Youdon’tknowhowhappy

youhavemademe.

StickswastalkingtoLisa’sfather,afterhemade

Lisaapologizetoherparentstheyhavebecome

close.

Mthunzi:YouknowIneverthoughtEncokowouldbe

thisbeautifulandletalonethejobcreation.People

nowhaveproperjobsandfamiliesarefed.Children

gotoaproperschoolandthereisaccesstoproper

healthcare.Whatmorecanweaskfor?

Sticks:Wellforsomeonelikemewhogrewupwith

nomotherfigureIhavefoundmyselfafamilyinthe

royalpalace.TheprinceofNkomanzimyfriend

becameabrotherIneverhad,thesoontobequeen

ofEncokohasbecomemysister.Whatam tryingto

saytoyouisthatthosearegoodpeople,theydon’t

definefamilybybloodbutbyloyalty.Thiskingdom

wasneverloyaltomysisterbutit’sgodschoseher

toleadthesepeople.Asmuchasshedidn’twantto

doit,shesacrificedeverythingandherownmoney



anddidit.That’sbecauseshelovesthisplace,she

grewuphere,thepeopleofthisplacedon’tonlyowe

hergratitudebutanapologyandrespectaswell.

Mthunzi:IthinkyourbrainisanotherreasonIlike

youformydaughter,youhavebeentreatingherwell

sofarandIhopeyouwillcontinuetodoso.Lisais

stubbornandirritatingmostofthetimebutshealso

hasasoftandfragilesidetoher.

Sticks:Thankyouforyourblessingsandfortrusting

mewithyourdaughter(Lisacametothem asthey

weresittingoutside)

Lisa:Tata(father)canIborrowhim foraminute?

Mthunzi:OoLisabajolaphambikwethungokuhayi

ilizwelonakele(Lisaisinarelationshipandwants

totalktoboysinfrontofme,theworldisruined.He

saidandwalkedtothehouse)

Stickgotclosetoherandkissedherforehead.

Sticks:Mylove

Lisa:BabyImissedyou.

Sticks:Butam righthere



Lisa:Notmissyoulikethatbutmissyoulikebeing

alonecuddlingmissyou.

Sticks:Areyousurethat’sallyouwant?(heasked

withasmileonhisface)

Lisa:WellWhateveryouarethinkingiswhatIwant.

Sticks:Mmm Letsgotobethen,ohbeforeinforget,

yourfathergaveushisblessings.

Lisa:Blessingsforwhat?

Sticks:Togetmarriedandoh!Yourmotherthinks

youarepregnantandyouknowoldpeopleneverlie

aboutthesethings.

Lisa:What?Mepregnant?Noit’scan’tbeImeanI

am nothepill.

Sticks:Andthemedicationyouweretakingcleaned

allthatout.

Lisa:Nomanitreallycan’tbe.

Sticks:WellIguesswewillfindoutwhenweseea

doctorthen.

Lisa:Am notgoingtoanydoctorbecauseam not



sick.

Sticks:Youdon’thavetobesickwhenyoupregnant

dearbutyouaregoingtothedoctorandthatisfinal.

Lisa:Finecanwegotobednow?

Sticks:YesMrsMe.

Bukhosiwassittinginthehutwhilethechiefpriests

wenttothemountainstotryandfindanswerstothe

thewholethingandwaystobringbackking

Mphicothi.Hesattherealoneanalyzingtheliquid

andhewasnowgettingirritatedbecausehisbeen

doingitforhoursnow.Hefellasleeponthegrass

matbutitwasn’tlongbeforeadream cametohim,

morelikeavisionthanadream.Hesawhimself

gettingupfrom thegrassmatandsteeringthe

calabashanditshowedBathandwabutthevision

wasvagueastherewasafirewasblockinghim

from seeingclearlywherehewas.Hewokeupfrom

thedream andlookedforastickaroundthehouse

butcouldn’tfindit,hethenwentoutsideandfoundit

thenwenttothecalabashanddidexactlywhathe



didonthedream orvision.Heliquidinthecalabash

changedandshowedBathandwa’sdream whenhe

sawAsithandiledrowningandwhenhetriedtosave

her.ThemomentherealizeditwasnotAsithandile

andwhentheyhammeredanailonhisforehead.

Theliquidchangedbacktoitsnormalcolor.

-ohman,mysisterisyourdownfallandthewise

usedthatagainstyou.Lookatyounow,wedon’t

knowifyouwillevercomebackbutevenifIdie

todayIwilldieahappymanknowingthatmysister

hasaprotectorinyouandtruelove.

ThekingandhisprincesneakedintoAsithandile’s

room tocheckontheirhandywork.Asithandilewas

indeepsleeponBathandwa’schest.

Prince:Ineverthoughtitwillbelikethisbutwedidit

Father(thequeenswokeAsithandileup)

Queenspirit:Openyourearsandlistenmyqueenand

don’topenyoureyesjustlisten(Asithandilewake

upbutdidn’topenherhearteyes)

King:Itoldyoumypeoplework,nowthereisnothing



standingbetweenyouandthatthrone.Not

forgettingtherichesitcomeswithit.

Prince:Thankyoufatheragainforlookingoutforme.

Eliminatingthiscommonerwasthebestdecision

youhaveevermadeandam proudtobecalledyour

son.

Prince:Letsgothensothatnobodyfindsushere.

King:Yesyourightanddon’tforgettoactsurprised

whentheytellyouaboutthis.

Prince:OhtrustmewhenIsaytheywon’tme

coming.(theywentoutandAsithandileopenedher

yesandsatonthebednotknowingwhattodowith

theinformation.
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Encokokingdom (notedited)

Thechiefpriestscamebackthenightbeforeand

orderedthemaidenstostartpreparingforthe

crowningceremonyasthegodswishittobethe

followingday.Themaidensdidn’twastetimeas

theywokeupintheweehoursofthemorning

around3AM topreparefortheceremony,theyall

knewexactlywhatwasneededfortheceremonyso

theystartedwithitrightaway.Theroyalhouse

alwayshastraditionalbeerbrewedforeventslike

thisthatjusthappenedunplanned.Livestock

enoughtofeedalltheguestswasslaughteredand

theyoungmenskinneditandtookittothemaidens

toprepare.Otherswerebusycleaningmakingsure

theplaceisreadyfortheceremonywhiletheothers

cookedthemealthatwillbeservedatlunchafter

theceremony,theywereusingthebigkitcheninthe

royalwhiletheotherswhereusingthe3small

kitchenstopreparebreakfastforeveryone,whilethe

otherspreparecutleryandforreadytogodeliverthe

breakfastroom toroom.Atexactly6inthemorning



thebellrangindicatingthattherewasanevenatthe

royalpalace.Peopleofthekingdom areusedtothis

sotheywokeupliketheyusedtoandpreparedto

gottothepalace,thewomenfinishearlysothatthey

cangoandassistwiththedutiesoftheday.

Atexactly7AM themaidensstarteddelivering

breakfasttotheroomsandthepeoplewerealready

awake,ineachbreakfasttrolleytherewasmuffins,

coffee,tea,pancakes,yogurt,eggs,bread,fruitsthe

works.Eachmaidenwoulddeliverthetrolleyandgo

backforanother.Theyweredonewithalltherooms

at9andtheystartedeatingaswell,assoonasthey

weredonetheyweretogetthetrolleysfrom the

rooms.Itwasbusylikethat.Thepeopleandthe

chiefpriestswereawakepreparingfortheceremony

whiletheguestsfrom farwentaroundthekingdom

forsightseeingastheydidn’tgetachancethe

previousday.

LisaandSticksarrivedaswellandStickswentto

lookforhisbrotherwhileLisawenttojointhe

womeninthekitchen.HefoundBukhosioutsidehis



room drinkingcoffee.

Sticks:IneverthoughtIwillseetheday.

Bukhosi:Whatday?

Sticks:Youdrinkingcoffee

Bukhosi:Marriagedoesthattoyoumymanyou

shouldtryit.

Sticks:ButIalreadydrinkcoffeeinthemornings

Bukhosi:Butnotonepreparedbyyourwife.

Sticks:ThenImightaswellgetmarriedthen.

Bukhosi:Good!DidyouseeMartinashere?

Sticks:ManwhenIsawhim Ithoughtthatmaybe

ourguysfuckedupandenteredhisterritory.ManI

hadmyphoneonstandbytocallforbackup.

Bukhosi:Thatmanisdangerousbutapparentlyhis

businesspartnerswithoursister.

Sticks:Noway!Thatcan’tbetrue!Tellmeoursister

isnotinvolvedinthedrugbusinessmanbecauseI

won’tsurviveit.Shetoofragileforthat!



Bukhosi:Noshe’snot,apparentlysheistheonethe

changethemightydogsimageandmadehim what

heistoday.Yesshe’sfragilebutwhatshe’sbeen

throughtaughthertobetough.

Sticks:Youmeanhisnolongerwantedorintodrugs?

(askedSticksclearlyshockedbythenews)

Bukhosi:Accordingtomyintelmysistermadesure

tochangethewholeorganization.Thesepeopleare

nowlegalmymanandmysisteristheirpartner.

Sticks:YoumeanourlittleangelnowrulesMexico

andColombia?

Bukhosi:That’sExactlyWhatam saying.

Sticks:WOW!Okaywhatisgoingonheretoday?I

thoughtpeoplewouldbepreparingtoleave.

Bukhosi:Thegodswantthecrowningtobetoday

man!

Sticks:Sothatmeansmysisterwillhavetomarry

thatguy?

Bukhosi:Ifthegodschosehim thenyes

Sticks:Canyounotchoosehim sothatIcanhavean



excusetokillhim?

Bukhosi:Whywouldyouaskmenottochoosehim

likeit’suptome?

Sticks:Youareoneofthegodsareyounot?

Bukhosi:Noam justhuman.

Sticks:Youwishyouwerehumanmymanbutyou

not.Sowhatarewesupposedtowearinanevent

likethis?

Bukhosi:ForyoumybrotherIhavejusttheattire.

Sticks:Nowyoutalking

Theywentintohisroom andstartedlookingatthe

attiretheywillbewearingfortheceremony.

InAsithandile’sroom shewokeupdisorientedand

wenttothebathroom totakeashower.Shecame

backandsawthebreakfasttrolleybutshehandno

appetite,shegotdressedandamaidencamein.

Maiden:Goodmorningmyprincess

Asithandile:Goodmorning,whatisgoingonout



there?

Maiden:Wearepreparingforthecrowning

ceremonymyprincess.

Asithandile:Isittoday?

Maiden:Yesmyprincess.

Asithandile:Okayyoucanclean(Thenwaswalking

tothebathroom whenitfinallyregisterstoherthat

shedidn’tseeBathandwainbedwhenshewokeup,

shequicklyturnbackandhurriedtothebedandshe

wasn’tthere)

Asithandile:Gocallmybrothernow!(sheshouted

andthemaidenwentoutrunningtogolookfor

Bukhosi,leavingAsithandilegoingcrazylookingfor

Bathandwaineverycorneroftheroom evenunder

thebedbuthewasnowheretobefound.Bukhosi

cameinrunningfollowedbySticks)

Sticks:Whathappened?

Asithandile:Brothers,hisgone(shesaidIna

breakingvoice)

Bukhosi:Whatdoyoumeanhisgone?



Asithandile:IwokeupandIdidnoticeanythingbut

whenIfinallydidhewasnothere.Bathandwais

goneandthereisnosignofhim.

Sticks:What?Howcansomeoneinthecondition

justdisappear?

Bukhosi:Letmefindout(hewenttothebedand

smelledthesheetsandblanketsthenstoodup)the

godshavetakenhim,hiswiththem nowsisam

sorry.

Asithandile:Pleasedon’ttellmehisnotcoming

BukhosibecauseIwon’tsurviveitpleaseBrother.

Sticks:HewillcomebacksisIpromiseyouhewill

(BukhosilookedatStickswithquestioningeyesbut

hewasn’tbudging)

Bukhosi:Yeahumh

Sticks:Getyourselfreadyforthecrowningbecause

todayyouaregoingtobequeenwithyourkingby

yourside.Pleasedon’tembarrassmebylookinglike

amessbecauseIwouldhatetocallyoumysisterif

youdo.



Asithandile:hahahIwoundntdream ofit.

Sticks:Nowpleasemakeyourselfbeautifulweare

goingtomakesurethateverythingisfitforaqueen.

Sobythetimeyougetoutofhereyouwillwalkwith

yourheadheldhighlikethequeenyouare.

Asithandile:Yourightnowgo!Ineedtimetomake

sureIlookmybest.

Sticks:Jeeznoneedtochaseusoutwearegoing.

(hetookadisorientedBukhosi’shandandwalked

outandwhentheywerefarenoughBukhosistopped)

Bukhosi:Howcanyoupromiseherhewillbeback

man?Wedon’tknowthat!

Sticks:Doyouwantthisceremonytogooorwhat?

Ordoyouwanthertodierightinfrontofusbecause

shecouldn’ttakethenewsofherfiancénotcoming

backtoher?

Bukhosi:Igetallthatmanbutyoupromisedherthat

hewillbebyhersidewhenshe’scrownedandwe

don’tknowifthatistrueornot.

Sticks:Thenyoubettergoandconsultwithyour



fellowgodsandmakesurehishereorIswearto

GodBukhosiIwillkillyouifhisnothere.(hesaid

withhiseyescoldasice)

Bukhosi:Butyouaretheonewhopromisedher(he

defended)

Sticks:YesIam andyouaregoingtoturnallgod

andmakesureIdon’tbreakmypromisetomysister

orIswearBathandwawillnotbetheonlyoneto

disappeartoday.(hesaidgoingtohisroom)

Bukhosi:Wellmyfellowgodsyouheardtheman,I

don’tknowhowthehelldidhethinkofmaking

promiseshecan’tkeepandnowIhavetoperform

miracleslikeAm Jesustobringbackthedead.Well

youheardhim threateningussoyoubettercome

throughformeoram joiningyouinthelandofthe

deadbecausehedoesn’tplaylikethat.(heleftalso

goingtohisroom)

Ontheothersidetheprinceandhisfatherwere

enjoyingbreakfastlookingatthebeautifulviewfrom

thebalconyoftheroom theywereusing.Smileson



theirfacesandhappinessfrom theireyescouldnot

bemissed.

King:Mypeoplesaythecommonerisgone.

Prince:Whatdoyoumeanhisgone?

King:Goneasinthereisnotevenaboneleftofhim

inthiskingdom.Hisremainsdisappearedandam

happy.

Prince:WhichmeansthatIam kingandnooneis

goingtostandinmyway.(hesaidwithasmileon

hisface)

King:Whocouldstandinyourwaywhenyouhave

yourfatherandpowerfulforcesbehindyou?

Prince:Noone,nowlet’spreparetogetmecrowned

withthemostexpensivecrownnokinghasever

seen.

King:Mmm buymeabetteronewhenyourollingin

cash.

Prince:Don’tworryIwillhaveitspeciallydesigned

foryou.

King:Nowyoutalking,let’sgetreadytimeisnoton



outside.(theywentinsideandintotheirroomsto

getready)

SomewhereinthelandofthegodsBathandwawas

stillinhisdeepsleepwhentheoldwomancomein

with4othermenfollowingherbehind.Theyall

lookedatBathandwaforawhilebeforeonespoke.

Elder1:Hisheartisaspureasminesohewillwear

mycrown.

Elder2:NoIwasnottheonethatchasedyouaway

from homesomyheartispureandhewillwearmy

crown.

Elder3:Youpeopleforgetwhohadthebiggest

kingdom andreignsohewillwearmycrown.

Elder4:Idon’tknowwhatyouguysarefightingabout

becauseweallknowwhoistheeldestheresohe

willwearmycrown.

Oldwoman:Wouldyoualljustshutup!Iwilldecide

who’scrownhewearsfornowweareallhereto

wakehim upbecauseit’stimeforhim togoback,



hisbeenherelongenoughandifhedoesn’tgoback

nowhisnevergoingback.

Elder1:Letsjoinhands(theyalljoinedhands

surroundedBathandwaandstartedrecitingtheir

clannamesandthoseofBathandwa,thiswenton

foraboutanhourbeforeBathandwaopenedhis

eyesandlookedaroundbutdidn’trecognizeanyone

besidestheoldwoman)

Oldwoman:Itisdone,songetupandyourfather’s

willdressyousothatyoucango.

Bathandwa:Wheream I?

Oldwoman:Notimetoaskquestionsnowgetup

andwhenIcomebackyoumustbedone.(the

eldestofthe4gavehim hisshoestowear,the

secondgavehim pants,thethirdgavehim hisroyal

vestwithbeadsonitandthelastonegavehim his

royalnecklace,bracketandabeadedheadband.He

gotdressedandwhenhewasdonetheoldwoman

camebackanddidhisfacewithsomethingwhile

makingthemarkingsofbothEncokoandNkomanzi

onhisface.Whenshewasdoneshetookasackand



openeditthentookoutacrownandplaceditonhis

head)

Oldwoman:Nowyoulooklikeatruekingand

crownedbythegodsthatwillforeverprotectyou.

Elder1:Hiswearingmycrown(hesaidexcited)

Elder2:Andmine(hewasalsoexcited)

Elder4:It’sacombinationofbothyourcrownsyou

morons.

Elder2:Willyoueverstopcallingusmorons?Imean

youusedtocallusthatinthelandofthelivingand

evenhereyoustillcallusthat.

Elder3:Hewillneverstopforgetit

Oldwoman:It’stime(theyallsurroundedBathandwa

onceagain)

Attheroyalpalacespeechesweremadeandnowit

wastimeforthecrowningofthekingandqueenof

thekingdom,StickswaslookingatBukhosideadin

theeyebutheavoidedeyecontactwithhim.

Asithandilesattherewithasmileonherfaceand



Martinascameracrewwasgoingcrazywiththe

picturesandvideotapingthewholeevent.Thechief

priesteachhelpacrownintheirhands,oneforthe

queenandonefortheking.Theprincewasnot

sittingfarfrom thestagesothathecangoupwhen

theycallforhim tobecrowned.

Chief:InmyhandsIholdthecrownofthechosen

queenofthisland,ifthequeenwouldpleasestand

upsoIcandohaveIwassenttodo.(Asithandile

stoodupgracefullyandwalkedtowardshim and

bowedherhead)

Withthecrowngiventomebythegodsofthis

kingdom Iwillcrowntheirchosenqueen(heplaced

thecrownonherhead)

MypeopleInowgivetoyouqueenKhanyisaof

Encokokingdom,menstartedwhistlingandwomen

hululitatingitwasjoyallthewaybutAsithandile

couldn’tpretendanymore,shekeptlookingatSticks

whokeptongivingherareassuringsmileandstare

atBukhosiwithdeadlyeyes.Thecheeringdieddown

andthesecondchiefpriestcameforward.



Chief:Thegodsaretheoneswhohadthedutyof

choosingakingforthiskingdom,atfirsttheychose

twopeopletobekingandthatwouldbetheprince

ofAmabhacaandMphicothi.NowIhavethecrown

thatissupposedtobeplacedonthechosenKing’s

headbutIdon’tknowwhoitisbetweenthetwomen

thegodshavechosen.SoIaskthatyouallstop

whatyouaredoing,sirstillandkeepquietthegods

willshowusasignastowhotheywanttobeking.

(thewholepalacewentdeadquiet,theprinceof

Amabhacakeptonlookingathisfatherandsmile,

hisfatherdidthesame)after5minutesofsilence

windstartedblowinghardanddropsofrainstarted

fallingatleasttheplacewascoveredwithatentso

everyoneremainedontheirsitssilently,Bukhosi

groanedlikeawoundedanimalandthatgaveSticks

somehope,peopleturnedheadsandlookedathis

directionbuttherewasnocontrollingitashewent

upthestagethatwassetupandfullytransformed

rightinfrontofthepeople,asscaredastheywere

theydidn’tmoveaninch,afterfullytransforminghe

keptongoingaroundincircleuntilmistappearedin

thecirclehewasmakingandhestopwithhishead



boweddownBathandwaappearedfullydressedas

kingandthemistdieddownshowinghim tothe

people,Asithandile’slipsformedintoawidesmile

asshelookedathislovelookinglikeatruekingin

frontofhispeople.

Nkosibuthe:Thatismyfather’scrown(thatcame

outasawhisper)

Mqwathi:Andminetoo(thatalsocameoutasa

whisperandtheylookedateachother)

Nkosibuthe:LookatgrandfatherMenzi’sbeaded

vest.

Mqwathi:Theoneheworeonthatpictureinyour

palaceandgreatgrandfatherNkazimlo’sShoes,and

myfather’spants.

Nkosibuthe:Myfather’sRoyalbeads.

Mqwathi:Histhechosenking.

Nkosibuthe:Andtheycrownedhim.

Mqwathi:HehasthemarkingsofEncokoonhisface.

Nkosibuthe:AndthoseofNkomanzi



Them:Hischosenbybothgods.(afterrealizing

whatisgoingontheprinceofAmabhacastoodup)

Prince:Hisaghost!Hisdead!(heshoutedandthe

peoplelookedathim mumblingamongthemselves)

Asithandiletookthemic.

Asithandile:Mypeople,ifyouwillgivemeamoment

Iwouldliketotalktotheprinceinprivate,hisnot

takingthenewswellandIwillnotbehappyleaving

thingsastheyare.Ifyouwillexcuseme(thepeople

noddedandshewentoffthestageandtookthe

princeshandandleadhim tothenearestroom got

inandclosedthedoor)

Asithandile:YouthinkIdidn’thearyouandyour

fatherwhenyouspokeofkillingmyking.

Prince:Hisacommonerandam yourking.

(Asithandilespottedatraywithaknifeandafork

andmovedtheprinceclosertothattrolleyasifshe

wantedtokisshim.Heclosedhiseyeswaitingand

Asithandiletooktheknifeandhuggedtheprincethe

whisperedinhisear.)

Asithandile:Nobodytriestokillmyloveandget



awaywithit(theprinceopenedhiseyesthesame

timeAsithandiledroveaknifeofhisbacktwistingit

astheprincewentdownuntilhefell.Bathandwa

budgedinfollowedbyBukhosiandSticks.They

lookedatherandthentheprince)

Bathandwa:Umbulele(youkilledhim)

Asithandile:AndIwilldoitagainifhedaremesses

withwhat’smine.Theydidthistoyou.Him andhis

fatherdiditandIheardthem.

Bathandwa:Washyourhandssothatwecangoout

thereandfinishthis(Asithandilewenttohe

bathroom andwashedherhandthendriedthem and

wentout.Bathandwatookherhandandledherto

thedoorbutsheturnedandlookedatherbrothers)

Sticks:Wewilltakecareofthisnowgo(the

mouthedathankyouandlefttheroom with

Bathandwa.TheKing’speoplealreadytoldhim what

hadhappened)

Chief:SinceheyarebackIthinkwecancontinue,the

godshavechosentheirkingandevencrownedhim.

AllIcangivetoyounowisyourkingMphicothiand



queenKhanyisaofEncokokingdom.

Peoplestartedcheeringonceagainandmusic

startedandthefestivitiesstartandthemaidens

startedbringinfood.AfterawhileBathandwaand

Asithandilewentoutandintotheirroom wherethey

foundBukhosiandStickslookingdrained.Theking

followedthem andstoodoutsideforamoment.

Asithandile:BrothersThankyouforeverythingbut

am flyingouttoColombiawithMartinasand

Bathandwa,weneedthebreakbeforewestartour

dutiesaskingandqueenofthisland.

Bukhosi:Noneedtoexplainweunderstand.

Sticks:Havefunthere,yougaveusascareman

Bathandwa:Thegodssavedmeandam heretostay

nowandtellmyfatherinlaw,Zodwa,Ncebakazithat

whenwecomebackwewanteverythingtobeready

forourweddingsbecausewearedoingitthesame

day.

Sticks:CanIalsojoinin?

Bukhosi:Areyousureyouwanttogetmarried?



Sticks:IfmysisterallowsitYesIam.

Asithandile:Doesshemakeyouhappy?

Sticks:Yes

Asithandile:Doessheloveyouasmuchasyoulove

her?

Sticks:Yes

Asithandile:Doyoutrustherwithyourlife?

Sticks:Yes

Asithandile:WellIguessinamonthwearehaving5

weddings,congratulationsBrother(Sticksstretched

herwithahug)

Sticks:Thankyousister,youdon’tknowhowmuch

thismeanstobe.Ihaveneverhadafamilybutwith

youandthisgodofaBrotherIfoundmyselfa

family.

Asithandile:WeloveyouBrother

Sticks:Iloveyousis

King:Isn’tthisnice?(hesaidcomingin)whereismy

sonqueen.



Asithandile:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

King:Youknowverywellwhatyoudidtomyson,

whereishe.

Asithandile:IsaidIdon’tknowwhatyouaretalking

about.

King:UyaxokaUmbulele(youlie,youkilledhim)and

am goingouttheretotelleveryonewhatyoudid.

(hewentforthedoorasthemaidenwascomingto

deliverfoodbutthekingdidn’tmakeittothedooras

Bathandwastabbedhim withthespearhewas

holdingandthemaidenscreamedandStickspulled

herintotheroom)

Maiden:Youkilledhim myking.

Bathandwa:NoIdidn’t

Maiden:UyaxokaUmbulelekumkaniisawyou!(she

shouted)

Asithandile:Brotherscanyoutakecareofthiswe

havetoleave.

Them:Sure(AsithandileandBathandwawenttothe

doorandgotoutbutbeforetheycouldclosethe



doorthemaidenshoutedbehindthem)

Maiden:UyaxokaUmbulelekumkani!(thedoor

closed)

Theend
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