
PalesaMokwenaisa20yearoldthirdyearnursing

studentatWitsuniversity,sheisajoburgborngirl

fromDaveytonandhasrecentlymovedfromthe

apartmentshewasrentinginParktowntoMalvern,

Jules.

Onherfirstdayinherapartmentshehearsgunshots

comingfromoutsideandminuteslater,astrange

woundedmancametoherdooraskingforherhelp,

theMansleptoverbutwhenshewokeupinthe

morninghewasn'tthere.

IhopeyouwillenjoyPalesa'sJourneyasshefinds

loveinsomanystrangeways.

PleaseLikeandShareThePoliceman'sWifeby

ZamaNdlovu
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Iheardaknockonmydoor,Ipulledmyblanketto

myfacebecauseIdon'tliketobedisturbedonmy

beautysleep"PalesaIknowthatyouawake,whydid

youlockthisdoor?"Thatwasmymomcallingfrom

outside,mymomisreallyamorningperson

sometimesit'sirritatingbecausewhensheisawake,

shewantseveryonetowakeup,"Palesawakeup,

I'mnotgonnacallagain"sheshouted,Ithrewthe

blanketangrilyandopenedthedoor"Momdoyou

reallyhavetowakemeup,atthistime?"GeezMom

whyareyoufighting?","Didyoupackallyourclothes?

CozIseeyourclothesonthewashingline"',Shit!

Momtoldmetopackallmyclothestwodaysago

butIdidn'tpackcozIhadlaundry,yesterdayIdidall

mylaundrybutIkindofforgottotakeitfromtheline.



Iamnotalaundrypersonandmymomknowsitbut

shekeepsonpushingmetodomyownlaundry,

todayIamgoingbacktoVarsity,thisyearI'mdoing

mythirdyearinnursingatWitsuniversity.Schoolis

startingintwodaysthat'swhyIhavetoleavetoday

andcheckoutmynewroomthatIfoundinJozi.I

quicklyrushedoutsideandIpackedeverythingthatI

willneed.

"Don'tforgetthetableclothes"Momsaid,"Ipacked

thatinthepinkbagMa".Mylittlesisterwashelping

mewiththepacking,she'ssuchawonderfulsoul,

she'llbeingrade10thisyearbutsheknowsmore

thanIdo,thesekidsgrowuptoofast.

Ihaveabigbrotherwhoisabankmanager,mymom

isagradeseventeacherandmydadworksata

localmunicipality,myfamilyisnotthatbigandwe

arenotrichbutwecanaffordwhateverwewantto

buybutsinceI'mgoingbacktoschoolthingsare

reallytoughcozIhadtolookforanotherplaceto

stay,IfoundaroominJules,Malvernthatis

affordableandIdidn'thesitate,Ijusttookitwithina

blinkofaneye.



"Yourbrotherwilldropyouatyournewplace,it's

monthendintwoweeksmybabywewillsendyou

money"Momsaidlookingatme.

Me:"Don'tworryMa,aslongasIwon'tgotobedon

anemptystomach"

MyBrothercameandwestartedtakingthebagsto

hiscar.

Siphiwe:"Geezsomanybags,areyousurethatyou

willcomebackhome?"

Me:"ComeonSphiwe"

Sphiwe:"Thesebagsareheavy,youcarrythisone

cozitwon'tfithere"

ItookitandIhuggedmymomandmybabysis,Ifelt

soemotionalleavingthem,Iwasreallyenjoyingmy

holidaysIwasn'treadytogobacktoschool,thecar

drovefromDaveytontoMalvern,itafortyfive

minutesdrive,Iwasherelastweektocheckthis

roomandithoughtitwascool,IpayedforitandI

movedmyfurniturefrommypreviousflatwhichis

nothingmuch,justabed,cupboard,stove,heater,

wardrobe,twopotsandtwoplates.Wetookthe



bagsandgotinsidemynewroom.

"Itscosyhere"MyBrothersaidputtingthebaghe

washoldingontopofthebed.

Me:"IthinkIneedacouch"

Sphiwe:"Andafridgelilsis,youcan'talwayseat

cornedmeat"

Me:"I'vebeeneatingthatforthepasttwoyears"

Sphiwe:"I'lltrytobuyyouoneevenifit'sasecond

handfridge"

Me:"Ncoothankyoubigbro."Isaidhugginghim.We

wenttothenearestshopandboughttakeaways,we

ateandhehelpedmeunpackedmywardrobe,my

brotheristhesweetestpersonever,heisthreeyears

olderthanmebutyoucan'tsaybecausewearevery

close,weshareeverythingwitheachother.Heleft

andIwasleftalone.Itookmylaptopandwatcheda

movieuntilIfellasleep,thefollowingdayIwentto

Shopriteforsomelittlegroceryshopping.Ididn't

bothertakingoutthethingsIbought,Isatonmybed

playingwithmyphone,Iheardagunshotfollowedby

many,Igotscaredandlockedmydoorbutatleast



myroomisinthebackbuttheotherpartofmewas

reallyscared.Aftermaybetenminutes,thegunshots

stopped,Iheardsomethingpushingmydoor,maybe

it'swindbutFlashBackshitme,thegunshots!

Iheardapersonbreathinginpain,Iwantedtoopen

thedoorbutIwasreallyscared,Iwantedtosee

whatorwhoitwas,IslowlymovedtothedoorandI

openedthedoorjustsomyrighteyecouldseewhat

wasthat,amanwaslyingthereleaningonmydoor.

Iopenedthedoor.

.

.

.

Him:"Please,helpmegetinside"

Helpyougetinsidewhere?IlookedathimandI

couldfeelhispain,Ihelpedhimgetinsidemyroom,

it'sthefirsttimeinmyuniversitylifehavinga

strangerinmyroom.

Him:"Cleanthebloodoutside"

Thenervesofthisguy,Ijuststaredathim.



Him:"Ifyoudon'tcleanthatbloodyouwillbein

trouble,haven'tyouseenamanwhohasbeenshot

before?"

Me:"No"

Him:"Good,nowgocleanthatblood"

IwasirritatedbutIhadnochoicebuttotakea

broom,waterbucketandcleanthatblood.Ittookme

lessthanfiveminutestocleanitthanIcameback

inside.

Me:"OhmyGod!Theblood!Thebloodis-.."

Him:"What?,you'veneverseenbloodbefore?Get

mewaterandacleancloth."

Thismanissodemanding,hedoesn'tevenknowthe

word"Please"

Me:"No,ImeanNoyouneedahospital,I'mcalling

anambulancenow,Godyouarelosingtoomuch

blood."

Him:"No,doasIsay".

Me:"Iamsorrybutyouneedtogototheclinic,

hospitalortothedoctor,losingthatmuchbloodis



notgoodforyourhealth"

Isaidtohimshaking

Him:"Areyoudone?,nowlookatmeanddoasIsay,

stopshaking.Isaidgivemeaclothandwater,Now!".

Me:"I-..Ihaveafirstaidkitmaybetheahh,thingsin

theremighthelp"

Isaidopeningmywardrobeandtookoutthebox.

Him:"Thebulletdidn'tgetinside,itjusthitme,so

justcleanthewoundand-.."

Me:"IknowwhattodoI'manursingstudent".

IputonmyplasticglovesfirstthanIcleanedhis

wound,hewasinpainsbuthetoldmetocleanit

withoutthinkingthatI'mhurtinghim,Iputthe

ointmentinhiswoundthanIclosedit,Ipacked

everythingandIgavehimthepainkillers.

Hefellasleeponmybed,Ididn'tknowhowtowake

himup,Iwasevenscaredtowakehim.Itookthe

twoextrablanketsthatIhaveonmywardrobeand

layedthemneatlyonthefloorformetosleep,Iwas

scared,Ididn'twanttosleep.Thismanscaredme



andI'mevenregrettingwhyIopenedmydoorfor

him,Idon'tknowhowIfellasleepbutmyalarm

wokemeupandwhenIcheckedmybedhewasn't

there,thenervesstartedkickingin,thedoorwasn't

locked,Icheckedmywallet,phoneandmyclothesit

wasallthereuntouched.Inoticedsomethingontop

ofmylaptop,anoteandmoney,Icountedthe

moneyitwasR3600thenotewaswritteninZulu"I

amsorryforyesterday'stroubleandforruiningyour

blanketwithmyblood,takethismoneyandbuy

yourselfanewblanket."

Whothehelldoeshethinkheis,hefailedtosaya

simple"Please"lastnightandnowhedidn'teven

Writea"Thankyou"..Ithrewthenoteonthefloor.
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TodayI'mR3600richer,I'vebeenhesitatingabout

thismoneybutsomehowIthinkIdeserveitIhelped



thatguyandheevensleptonmybed,noonehas

eversleptonmybedevenbackhomeIdon'tshare

mybedwithanyone.Classesarecommencingtoday

butmyfirstclasswillstartathalfonethatmeansI

stillhaveenoughtimetobuymyselfanewcouch,I

cleanedtheroomandwentoutsidetoshower,well

whereI'mrentingthere'sabighouseandroomsat

theback,I'mstayinginoneofthoserooms,toilets

andshowersareforthepeoplewhoarestayingin

thebackroomsareoutsidewedon'tshareitwith

peoplewhoarestayinginsidethehouse.Ifinished

myshowerandwentbacktomyroom,Iworemy

boyfriendJean,vanstakkiesandawhitevest,Itied

myFoxlocksinabunandtookeverythingIneeded

notforgettingmystudentcard,Itookataxitotown

andIwenttofairpricefurnitureshoptobuyacouch,

ItookaR900couchandthankGodthere'sa

cheaperfridgethatisR1999Ipaidforthosethings

andalsoleftR200fortransport.

Me:"Here'smyaddressbutIwon'tbearounduntil

let'ssayaround4".

Salesguy:"Noproblem,theywillcomeanddeliver



around5,I'lltellthemtocallyoufirstbeforethey

cometoyourplace".

Me:"Okthankyou".

Ileftthefurnitureshop,IrememberedthatIforgotto

eatmybreakfast,IboughtanAppleandbananathan

IwenttoGhanditotakeabustoschool.

Schoolwasn'tthatbadandeventhoughclasses

commencedtodayIalreadyfeellikeI'mthreeweeks

behindmyschoolwork.

Thecouchandfridgewasdeliveredandmyplace

lookedsomuchbetterandmorehomely.

.

.

.

Mylifewasthesame,schoolandthenhome,Iwas

nowusedtomynewplaceandstartingtolikeit,my

previousapartmentwasaflatanditwasvery

expensivebutatleastIwassharingtherenteven

thoughmyroommatewasheartless,shewaseating

myfoodsometimesshewillnotpayrentandthat



willalwaysbeonmethat'swhyIdecidedtolookfor

aoneroomtorentandIdon'tneedanyroommate,

sorry.Myphoneranganditwasmom.

Me:"Hello".

Mom:"Hellomybaby,areyoualright?,yousoundso

down".

Mymomthough

Me:"I'malrightMa,I'mjusttired,there'salotof

schoolwork,Iwasbusywithanatomywhenyou

called.How'severyoneathome"

Mom:"Everyoneisgood,yourdadgotthejobthehe

appliedforsowearemorethanhappy,heiswaving

atyou".

MyDadworksatthelocalmunicipalitysowhenthe

postsatDepartmentofagriculturecameout,he

tookthechanceandappliedforthatpost.

Me:"Really?That'sgoodnewsMa,tellhimI'm

proudofhim".

Mom:"Idon'thaveenoughairtime,wewillcallyou

tomorrow,takecareofyourselfdear".



Me:"OkMa,sayhitoeveryone.Iloveyou".

Ithanhungup,ImissmyfamilysomuchbutIdon't

haveachoice,Ihavetobehere.

°°°°°°°°

.

.

.

.

IthasbeenthreeweekssinceschoolstartedandI

havelotofwork.IwokeupfreshenupthenIwore

myblackshortjumpsuit,whiteallstaranddenim

jacket,Ileftmylocksloose,Ihavethemostbeautiful

bodytrustme,lightincomplexionandIalwayskeep

myhairnatural,Iamnotaweaveperson.I'ma

braids,Foxlocks,straightbackkindagirl,wellI'm

notsayingthere'sanythingwrongwithweavesbutI

feelmorecomfortableinbraids.

Thebusalwaysleavesmefiveminutesawayfrom

school,justwhenIgotoutofthebus,awhite

quantumtaxiwasthereinthebusstop,theguyin



therecalledmeandIjustignoredhimmxmstupid

taxidrivers.

Him:"SawubonaNtombi".

Ijustlookedathimandcontinuedwalking,Witshas

hotguys,veryhotguys.HowcanIentertainataxi

driver?

Him:"LookIdon'thavetimeforthis,Itriedtobe

nice,getinthecar".

Me:"Don'ttouchme!,whothehellareyou?Leave

mealone".

Him:"GetinthatcarbeforeIamforcedtotakeyou

theremyself".

Me:"LeavemyhandorelseIwillscream".

Him:"Oklet'sdothisthehardway"'

Heheldmelikeababy,Istartedkickingand

punchinghimbuthedidn'tfeelanypain,Ibithimin

hischestandhegotmoreangry.Hegotmeinside

thetaxiandIscreamedmylungsout.

Him:"Shutthefuckupwomen,lookifIwantedtokill

youIwouldhavedoneitthreeweeksback,longago".



Me:"Whatdoyoumeanthreeweeksback?,have

youbeenfollowingme?".

Him:"Youdon'tknowanythingnowshutup".

Iamnotgoingtoshutup,ifheisgoingtokidnapor

killmeletmedieknowingthatIfoughtformyself,I

havemyrightsandtodayIfeellikemyrightsare

beingviolated,Iamgoingtoannoythisguyuntilhe

decidestosendmebacktoschool.

Me:"Doyouknowthatwhatyouaredoingnowisa

verybigcrime,youcanbechargedforkidnapping".

Him:"I'mnotscaredofpolice,Idon'tgetarrested"

Me:"Sothatwhatyoualwaysdo?Kidnappingyoung

girlsandgetawaywithit?"

Him:"Ifthat'swhatIdo,youwouldn'tbeonmylist,

therearemanyhotgirlsouthere".

What?Didhejust,ohwaithesaidI'mnothot,Iam

hot,beautiful,hecan'tkidnapmeandthantellme

I'mnothot,whothehellishetotellmethat?Iwas

annoyed,Istartedsingingapre-schoollulabythatI

usedtosingwithmylittlesisterwhenshewas



young.

Me:"Dumpty,Dumptysatonthewall,Dumpty,

Dumptyhadagreatfall,allthe-...".

Hestoppedthecaronthesideoftheroadand

pointedagunatme.

Him:"ShutthehellupbeforeIdosomethingIwill

regretlater".

Ididn'twaitforhimtosayitagain,Ikeptquietand

lookedatthecarspassing,tearswererunningdown

myface,Icouldn'tholdmyselfIcriedalot.Thecar

stoppedandhetoldmetogetout,Igotoutand

followedhiminabondhouse,thehouseisbeautiful

butnotbig.

Him:"Gostraightthepassage,you'llseethefirst

roomonyourrightandgetinthere".

Ifollowedhisordersandwenttothatroom,aman

waslyingonthebed,facingtheotherside,heheard

mecominginI'msurecozhestartedspeaking.

Him:"Ohyouarehere,good.Openthatdrawerand

takeoutthefirstaidkitthere".



OhmyGod!It'sthatguy,theguythatIhelpedthe

otherday.Iopenedthedrawerandtookoutthekit

andIjuststoodtherelookingathim.

Him:"Wemanagedtotakethebulletoutsoallyou

havetodoisclosethiswound".

Me:"WhodoyouthinkIam,yourpuppet?".

Him:"Idon'tcareaboutwhoyouare,closethis

wound".

Me:"Idon'twantto,youcankillmeanddumpmein

theBushtobeeatenbydogsIdon'tcarebutIdon't

wantto".

Him:"Thedogswouldn'tcomenearyouevenfora

bitenowdoasIsay".

Theseguysarearrogant,rudebuthot,Idon'tknow

whyI'mevensayingtheyarehotbutreallytheyare

hot.

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtocloseawound,sorry"

Him:"Youareanurse-.."

Me:"Astudentnursenotadoctor".



Him:"Closethiswoundandstopbeingsostubborn".

.

.

.

.

Hisvoicescaredme,IputontheglovesthanI

starteddoingsomethingthatI'veneverdonebefore,

IclosedthatsmallbulletholeprettywellandIgave

himpainkillers.Iwentoutsidetolookfortheguy

whobroughtmeherebuthewasn'thereandthe

gatewaslocked,thewallissohighevenifIwantto

escapeIwon't.Istayedoutsidestaringatmyphone,

IthoughtofcallingmyfamilybutwhatifI'llputthem

indanger,noIcan'tdothat,Iplayedwithmyphone

untilthebatterydied.Thegateopenedandthetaxi

cameinwiththreeguysinside.Theypassedmeand

didn'tsayanythingasifI'minvisible,tenminutes

latertheguythatIjusthelpedwalkedoutasif

nothinghappened,hewasn'tinanypain.

Him:"Takethismoney,Sanelewilldropyoutoyour

place".



Me:"Idon'tneedyourstupidmoney,openthisgate

andletmegohome,Iwillgoonmyown".

HestaredatmeasifI'mcrazyGodheishot.

Him:"Areyoudone?"

Iopenedmymouthandcloseditagain

Him:"Good,ifyoudon'tneedthismoneyit'sfine,

Sanele!Takeherhome"

Hesaidthatlookingatmestraightinmyeyes,

IfelttearscomingoutandIlefthimstandingthere

andgotinsidethetaxi,theguywhobroughtmehere

whoIassumeisSaneletookmehome.Igottomy

placeandthrewmyselfinmybedandcried,my

phonebeepedtwotimes,thefirstmessagewasR5

000depositedinmyaccountandthereferencewas

written"Servicesrendered"andthesecond

messagewasfromanunknownnumberwritten"

StopbeingsostubbornPalesaandtakethemoney,I

hopeyouarrivedsafely"..WhatamIgoingtodowith

thisHotguyandhowthehelldidhegetmyaccount

number,nameandphonenumber?



Myheartstartedbeatingfast,Icalledthenumber

butitsaid"Thenumberyouhavedialeddoesnot

exist"...Whothehellisthisguy?
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YesterdayImissedmyclassbutatleastIhadonly

one,thisthingisreallydisturbingmebutIwilltryto

focusonmyschoolwork,ItookmyIDcardandwent

tothebanktowithdrawmoney,Icouldn'twithdraw

intheATMbecausemylimitisR1500Itookthe

moneyandwenttoMTNtaxirank,Isearchedforthe

queuetaximarshalandIfoundhim.

Me:"Sorrysir,IamsorrytodisturbyouIamlooking

forSanele".



Him:"SaneleWho?".

Me:"Ahh,Idon'tknowhissurnamebuthedrivesa

whitequantumtaxi".

Him:"Wedon'tknowmostofthedrivershereby

theirnames,wealwaysrememberthembythe

numberplatesofthetaxi'stheydrive".

Me:"What?".

Him:"GethisnumberplatethanIwillbeabletohelp

you,areyouhisgirlfriendor?"

Me:"NevermindwhoIam,thankyouforyourhelp".

Iamverystupidmaybeheisnotevenhere,thereare

manytaxirankshereintown.IwentbacktoCarlton

centreanddepositedthemoney,itwasreallystupid

ofmetowalkaroundwiththishugeamountof

money,IwenttoGhanditotakeabustoschool,

schoolwasjustnormalaftermyclassesIwentto

KG'splace,KagisoistheguyIgotalongwithonmy

firstyearandsincethenwehavebeenfriends.We

triedtodatebutwebrokeup,ourrelationshipdidn't

workout,weweren'tmadeforeachotherbutwe

continuedbeingfriends.



Kagiso:"Heybeautiful".

Me:"Imissedyou".

Isaidhugginghim

Kagiso:"Whydidyouleaveparktown?Thisplaceis

soboringwithoutyou".

Me:"Andveryexpensive,I'mhungrywhatdoyou

havehere?".

Kagiso:"CheckinthefridgeI'msureyouwillfind

somethingorlet'scook,Imissyourcookingeven

thoughyouarelazytocook".

Me:"Ican'trememberthelasttimeIcookedinmy

newplace,Ialwayseatnoodlesorjustforgettoeat".

Westartedchoppingandwecookedpap,spinach

andgrilledchicken.Weateandwewatchedmovies,

Iwantedtotellhimaboutthemysterioushotguybut

Kagisoisveryoverprotectiveofme,hedoesn'twant

anythingthatwillhurtormakemecry.

Kagiso:"Pleasesleepover,Imissedyou".

Me:"Iwasn'tgonnaleave,it'slatenow".



.

.

.

.

Westayeduntillate,catchingupandwatching

ChicagoMed,Kagisostaysinaonebedroomflat,

wesharedthesamebedwithnofeelingsattached,

that'showstrongourfriendshipis,thefollowingday

IwokeandIworemyJeanandKagiso'sredbat

jacketandIwenttoattendmyclass,onFriday'sI

havetwoclasses.AthalfpasttenIwasdonewith

myclassesandIwenttothebusstopwaitingforthe

bustoarrive.Thepolicecarcameandparkedin

frontofusandthedriverwasthatrudehotguythatI

savedtwice.

Him:"HelloPalesa".

Ilookedaroundandallthestudentswerelookingat

him,Iignoredhimandcontinuedpressingmyphone,

hegotoutofthecar,wearinghisfullpoliceuniform,

itsuitshimperfectlyandthewayhewalksIthinkhe

knowshowbeautifulheis.Hestoodinfrontofme.



Him:"Soyounotgonnatalktome?".

Me:"Idon'ttalktostrangers,nowgo".

Him:"Ok,suityourself".

Andhewalkedbacktothecar,Whatthe?Thisguy

isaverystupidarroganthotassholehedoesn'teven

begme,Ican'tbelievehim

Him:"Stopbeingababyandgetinthecar,Ihave

worktodo".

Idon'tknowwhybutIfollowedhimtothecarand

gotin.

Him:"Wasthathard".

Me:"Thepeoplewerelookingthat'swhyIgotin,

don'tfeelsospecial".

Hehalflaughedandlookedtheotherway

Him:"Youknow,Nowomenhaseverspokentome

thewayyoudoMbalenhle,youneverceaseto

amazeme".

Me:"IseethatNooneshotyouthistime,whyare

youhere?".



Him:"Youaretheonewhoisinmycar,soIshould

betheonetoaskyouthatwhyareyouhere".

Me:"Youcalledmehere".

Him:"Ididn'tforceyou".

Me:"What?Stopthecarnow,Iwanttogetout,I

knowmywayhome".

Him:"Theyalwayssaywomenaresodramatic,but

youareworse".

Hestoppedinthemiddleoftheroad

Him:"Ifyouwanttogo,go".

.

.

.

.

Ijustlookedathim,thisguyissounbelievable

Him:"Ohwell,Ididn'tthinksonowshutupandlet

metakeyouhome..Wheredidyousleeplastnight?".

Me:"Whothehellareyoutoaskmethat?".



Him:"Mindyourlanguagewhentalkingtome,

wheredidyousleeplastnight?".

Me:"Home".

Him:"Don'tlietomeMbalenhle".

Hesaidthatsoftly,hisZuluissodeep,verydeep.

Me:"MynameisPalesanotMbalenhle".

Him:"OkMbalenhlenowanswerme".

Whatthe?

Me:"Isleptatafriend'splace".

Him:"Maleorfemale".

Me:"doesitmatter".

Him:"WhenIaskaquestion,youanswer,youdonot

askmeback".

Me:"Male"'

Him:"Boyfriend?".

Me:"Nonofyourbusiness,whydoyouwantto

knoweverythingaboutmewhenIdon'tevenknow

yourname?".



Him:"Youhaveneveraskedmemyname".

Me:"Whatisyourname".

Him:"Philani".

Me:"YouareZulu?".

Philani:"YesIam".

Me:"WhereinKznareyoufrom?".

Philani:"Youalreadyknowtoomuchaboutme

Mbalenhle,nomorequestionsnow".

Me:"toomuch?Ionlyknowyourname,youarevery

strange".

Philani:"Morethanyoucanimagine,wehave

arrivedatyourplace,heretakethismoneyandbuy

yourselfgroceries,youneedtoeat".

Me:"IdohavefoodandIdon'tneedyourmoney,oh

andwait!Yourmoneyisstillwaitingforyou".

Philani:"Mbalenhlethemoneyisyours,Ihavemore

thanenough,trustme".

Me:"Ok,Iwillgiveittotheguyswhostaysinthe

streetscozIalsodon'tneedit".



Philani:"Peoplelikeyouarethereasonwhythe

Nyaoperateisincreasingeachandeverydayinthis

countrybutdowhateveryouwantwithit,it'syour

money,remember?".

Me:"Youaresoannoying".

Him:"Andyouareenjoyingit,wearrivedatyour

placefiveminutesagobutyouarestillhere".

IflushedinembarrassmentthisguymxmIdon't

evenknowhowtoexplainhowheis,heisjusttoo

much,Igotoutofthecarandclosedthedoor

Philani:"OhandMbalenhleIdon'tlikeitwhenyou

sleeparound".

Hesaidthatandleft,sleeparoundwhere?Whydoes

heknowsomuchaboutme.EvenifIweretoask

himitwillbethesamebecausehedoesn'tgiveout

much.

.

.

.

.
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Godthisguyisthedeathofme,Iwenttotheallgirls

schoolmywholelife,afterschoolIwouldgotomy

tutorforextralessonsthat'swheremyparents

wouldpickmeup,Ineverhadasociallifeasthe

Kasigirl,Ialwaysgothomelateandonweekendsit

wasalwaysfamilydays,Ineverhadfriendsinmy

Kasi,Ionlygotalongwithgirlsfrommychurchand

mycousins.Ineverhadaboyfriend,Ialwaysadmire

guysfromafar,KagisowastheonlyguyIkissedand

itwassoawkwardkissingeachotherbecausewe

werefriendsthat'swhywedecidedtoendthe

relationshipandcontinuebeingfriendsbecauseit

waslikeIwasdatingmyownbrotherandvisaversa.

Idon'tknowwhatarealkissfeelslike.

Philaniisaverygoodlookingguywithaverystrange

personality,sometimeswhenIthinkofhimIget



goozebumpsbuthispersonalitycompletelyblocks

mybeautifulthoughtsofhim.

AtleastnowIknowhisnameandhisoccupationbut

Ithinkthere'smoretothisguy,whywasheshotnot

oncebuttwice,Policedon'talwaysgetshotbecause

theyarethelastpeopletoarriveinacrimescene.At

thismomentIfeellikeIwanttoknowmoreabout

himbutsometimesIdon't,hehasaverystrange

attitudeandpersonalitybutIfinditabitsexy,Iknow

Isoundcrazybutthat'showIfindhim"sexy".Whatif

he'saserialkillerbuthewouldhavealreadykilled

meright?.

Whydoesn'thewantmetoknowhim,I'mnotan

intruderbuthe'stheonewhostartedintruding,the

guyprobablyknowswhatIateandwhatIdidnoteat.

Letmejustfocusonmystudiesandforgetabout

him.IheardaknockonmydoorandIwenttoopen,

itwasPhilaniinhisworkuniform.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"'

Philani:"IfeelthesametoobutIdidn'thaveany

choicebuttobringthis".



HehadaNando'spaperbag,aboxofpizzaand

Checkersplastic

Me:"I'mnothungry".

Philani:"WellIam,soIguessyouwillwatchmeeat".

Hedidn'twaitformetoinvitehimin,hetookoutthe

thingsthatwereintheplasticbagandputthemin

thefridge

Philani:"Yourfridgeisemptybutyousaidyouhave

food".

Me:"Philaniplease".

Philani:"Youneedtoeat,don'targuewithme,eat

thisthanwearegoingtodogroceryshopping,Don't

arguewithme".

Weateinsilence,hewaswatchingme,Idideatalot

maybeit'sbecauseI'meatingwithsomeonecoz

whenI'maloneIcompletelyloseappetite,we

finishedeatingandIputonmyfluffyspongebob

sleepers,Iwaswearingmygreytrackpantsandand

longsleevecroptopJersey,hewasn'tdrivinga

policecarbutHewasdrivinganAudiRS3,thedrive



wassilentbutcomfortably,wearrivedatEastgate

andtookatrolleytoCheckers.

Philani:"Takewhateveryouwant,Ihavesomefew

callstomake".

Hesaidthatandleftsuddenly,ItookeverythingI

neededandaftereveryfiveminuteshewouldcome

andcheckifI'mdoneornot.

Me:"Philaniwe'veonlybeenheretwentyminutes

ago,stoprushingmeorjoinme".

Philani:"Joinyouwhere?Shoppingisforwomen,be

gladthatIevencameherewithyou".

Irolledmyeyesathimmxmrude,arroganthot

bustard.ItookeverythingIneededandIcalledhim

whenitwastimetopay."

Philani:"Getinsidehereandbuyyourselfclothes,I

willwaithere".

WewereoutsideEdgars

Me:"agreeingtotakethisgroceriesdoesn'tmean

I'myourcharitycase".

Philani:"Ohwell,let'sgothen.Takemynumberand



wheneveryourunoutofthethingsyouneed,callor

sendacallback".

Me:"Iwon'tnee-..".

Philani:"Iknowthatyouwon'tneedanythingbut

takeit,justincase".

Iwrotehisnumbersinmyphone.

OnethingI'venoticedabouthimisthathedoesn't

beg,hetakeswhateverthefirstansweryougivehim,

heisaveryseriousguybuthelookssoyoungI'm

evenscaredtoaskhisage,hedroppedmeatmy

placehedidn'tevengetinsideorhelpmewiththe

groceries.

°°°°°°°°

.

.

.

.

It'sbeentwodaysnowandIhaven'theardfrom

Philani,



LastnightIthoughtofcallinghimbutmypridedidn't

allowmeto..Iwokeupandgotreadyforschool,I

feltlikesomeonewasfollowingme,Iwaitedforthe

busandittookmetoschool,Iwentbacktomy

placenotfree,IfeltlikeIwasbeingfollowed.The

followingdayIdidthesameandwhenIwas

crossingthestreet,aredGTIalmosthitme.It'sbeen

aweekandIseethisGTIeverywhereIgoormaybe

I'mjustimaginingthings,it'saFridayandmy

classesareoverthanIdecidedtocallPhilani

becauseIwasstartingtogetnervous,hepickedup

intworings.

Philani:"Nyambose,Hello".

Me:"Hi,Philani,it'smePalesa".

Philani:"Doyoustillhavefoodorhaveyouchanged

yourmindabouttheclothes?".

Me:"No,ifyouarenotbusypleasepickmeup,I

knowIsoundcrazybutacarhasbeenfollowingme

thiswhole-...".

Philani:"GoddammitPalesawhydidn'tyoutellme,

whereareyounow?".



Me:"I'matschool,scaredtogoout".

Philani:"Stayrightwhereyouare,don'tgooutIwill

sendsomeonetopickyouupnow".

Hedroppedthecallandsecondslaterhecalledand

toldmethatSanelewillpickmeup,thirtyminutes

didn'tevenpassSanelepickedmeup

Sanele:"Wemeetagain,howareyou?".

Me:"Iamgoodthanks".

Wedidn'tgotothatBondhouse,hetookmetothe

suburbswithfancyhousesbutallthehouseslooks

thesame,hetoldmetomakemyselfcomfortable,a

fewminuteslaterIheardvoices,itwasPhilani,

Saneleandthreeotherguys

Philani:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouarebeing

followed?".

Me:"Ineverthought-...".

Philani:"ThatsyourproblemPalesa,youdon'tthink

ohGodyouaresostubborn,doyouknowwhat

couldhavehappenedtoyou?".

Hewasshoutingatmeandtheseguyswerelooking



atus,IwantedtoshoutbackathimtellhimthatI'm

notPalesatohim,I'mhisMbalenhle

Me:"Butnothinghappened,Iamherealiveandwhy

wouldsomeonewanttohurtme?".

Philani:"TheKitchenisthatway,gomakeyourself

somethingtoeat".

IslowlymovedtotheKitchenbutIstoodinthe

entrancebecauseIwantedtohearwhattheywere

talkingabout.

.

.

.

.

Voice:"Thisisamessthegirlcouldbeindanger,

didyougoanywherewithher?".

Philani:"Ipickedherupatschoolandtookherto

eastgatemall".

Sanele:"Brotheryouhaveruinedeverythingandnow

aninnocentpersonisindanger,leaveheralone,



stopseeingher".

Philani:"ItriedstayingawayfromherbutIcan'tand

besidesshe'salreadyindangerallIhavetodois

protecther".

Voice:"Brotheryouknowtherules,nogirlfriends,no

dating,shewillcostuseverything,wecan'tstarta

warnow,theyalreadyknowherandnowitwillbe

ourdutytoprotecther".

Philani:"Fuck,Fuckthisallamess,shit!".

Imovedtothefridgeandtookoutabottleofwater,

whataretheytalkingabout?AndhowamIbringing

themdanger.Ileftthewaterbottleandwentstraight

tothem

Me:"Iheardeverything,whatwereyoutalking

about?".

Philani:"Ifyouheardeverythingthanwhyareyou

stillasking?".

Me:"Iaminvolvedhere,Iamtheonewhoisbeing

followedsodon'tleavemeinthedark,tellmewhat

isgoingonhere".



Philani:"Thisisnotthetimeforyourdrama,Isaid

fixyourselfsomethingtoeat".

Me:"Iamnothungry".

Philani:"Finegotooneoftheroomsandsleep"'

Me:"Idon'twantanyofthat,tellmewhatisgoing

onorelse-.."

Philani:"Orelsewhat?".

Me:"Iwillleave".

Philani:"Idon'tcareifyouleaveorstay,getthehell

outofmyway".

Ibitmyrightcheektoholdbacktears,Istaredat

himwaitingforhimtochangehismindbuthedidn't

evensayaword,Itookmybagandwalkedout,Iwas

walkinginthemiddleofthesebeautifulhousesnot

knowingwhereIwasgoing.Iwascrying.

Voice:"Youknowifoneoftheownersofthese

housesseeyouhere,theywillcallthepoliceandyou

willbearrested".

WhenIlookeditwasoneoftheguywhowerewith

Philaniinthehouse,



HewasdrivingslowlyIdidn'tevenhearhimcoming.

Me:"Why?I'mjustwalking".

Him:"Thatstheproblem,noonewalkshere,

everyonedrives,evenkidsherehavecarssoifyou're

foundwalkingyouwillbeseenasanintruder,save

yourselfandgetinsidethecar".

Igotscaredandgotinsidehiscarandhedroveback

tothehouse

Me:"Iwanttogohome".

Him:"Youaresafehere".

Me:"Safefromwhat?Whatisexactlygoingonhere".

Him:"Itsbetterifyoudon'tknow".

Me:"WhyisPhilanisorude,ishealwayslikethis?"

Him:"Heisnotrude,heisjuststubbornlikeyou.

Don'tmindhimandatleastyoulookliketheonly

onewhoputupwithhisshit,givehimsometime,he

willcomearound".

.

.
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WhenIgotbackyesterdayIwentstraighttothe

bedroomandfellasleep,Philani'snotbegging

problemisreallyannoyingandithurtsbecause

sometimesIfeellikehedoesn'tcareaboutmebut

whywouldhecare?I'mnothisgirlfriend.Philani

doesn'tdojokesbutsarcasm,youcan'tjokewith

himbecausehewilltakeeverythingserious.Like

whothehelldoesthat?Whereisfrom,Mars?.I

checkedthetimeitisnearlyseventhirtyinthe

morningandmybatterywilldiesoon,Iamlazyto

wakeupbecauseIdon'twanttofacePhilani,he

didn'tevencometosay"PalesaIamsorryforthe

wayIspoke"Nohedidn't,Iwokeupandwent



downstairsdamnthishouseissobig,he'sa

policemanhowcanheaffordsuchabighousewith

suchexpensivelookingfurniturebutmaybeit'snot

evenhishouse.Ifoundtheguythatbroughtme

homeinthekitchenandSanele.

Me:"Morning".

Him:"Howdidyousleep?".

Me:"Notbadthanksahh,what'syourname?".

Him:"HahaI'mPhelelani,Philani'sbrotherbutyou

cancallmePhe"

Me:"AndSanele,youarealsohisbrother?"

Sanele:"Yep,Philaniistheoldest,I'mmaking

scrambledeggsheredoyoulikesome?

Me:"Nothanks,I'mnothungry".

Philaniwalkedinshirtless,hewaswearinghisgrey

trackpantsandsleepers,LordthisguyisaGoddess,

helookslikeanMBAplayerorsomething.Hetooka

bottleofwaterinthefridgeandwalkedoutwithout

evenlookingatme,hestoppedandsaid.

Philani:"SanelemakeHerthosescrambledeggs,



sheneedstoeat".

Hethancontinuedwalkingupstairs.

Phe:"Philanihateswastedfood,youreallyneedsto

eat".

Me:"Iwanttogohome,Idon'twanttobehere".

Sanele:"Wedon'thaveanysayinthatjusteatand

maybetryandtalktohim,okay?"

Me:"Okay"

Weatescrambledeggs,toastedbread,bacon,and

tomatocookedsalad,Theseguysareallbeautiful,

hot.PheandSanelebothlookyoungerthanPhilani,

todayIdidn'tevenbrushmyteeth,wefinishedeating

thanSaneletookthedishestothedishwasher.They

showedmePhilani'sroom,Iwentthereandstood

outside,Ididthebreathinandoutmyheartwas

beatingsofast.Iknockedandhecalledmein,he

wasstillhalfnakedbusywithalaptopinhisdesktop.

.

.

.



.

Me:"H-..Hi".

Philani:"Palesa".

Istoodtherelikeachildwhogotcaughtstealing

sugar,helookedatmeandraisedhiseyebrow.

Me:"Philani,I-..Ididn'tbringanyclothesandIcan't

stayintheseclothesforeverandthetoothbrush,un-..

underwear".

GodwhatamIdoing,thisisnotwhatIcametosay,I

cantotellhimthatIwanttogohomeandwhyamI

evenstuttering.

Philani:"Ok,youwillgetthatI'mtwohours".

Hesaidthatandcontinuedpressinghislaptop,he

stoppedandlookedatme.

Philani:"Isthereanythingelse?"

Istherewhat?Icrossedmyarmsinmychestand

lookedathim,heisthereasonwhyIamstuckhere

andwhymylifeisdangerGodknowsfromwhat

Me:"Whatisyourproblemexactly?Whenyoucame



runninginmydooraskingforhelpwhydidn'tyou

disappearforever?Whyyoukeptcomingbacktome

ifyouaregonnatreatmelikeshit!Iamnotyour

puppetorwhateveryouthinkIam,Ihatebeinghere,

Iwanttogotomyplace,Iwanttoliveanormallife".

Isaidthelastwordsinwhisper,Ifeltlikeabigstone

hasbeenremovedfrommychest,Iwasproudof

myselfforfinallystandinguptohim,heclosedhis

eyesandopenedthem,helookedlookedatmewith

thosebeautifulsmallChineseeyes.

Philani:"Areyoudone?".

Me:"What?isthatallyoucansay,youareso,mxmI

don'tevenknowwhat-.youknowwhat,Iamdone

here,Iamdonewithyou".

Philani:"WhatisexactlyyouwantMbalenhle?".

Myangercalmeddown,Istoodtherelookingdown

athim,hesaidthatwhispering,hecalledme

Mbalenhle,hisoneandonlyMbalenhle.

Philani:"Iamtrying,Iamreallytryingandyoudon't

seeanyofthat.Nogirlhasevercameintomyhouse,

Ibroketherules,Ibrokesomanyrulesjustforyou.



Butyouknowwhat,Ican'tkeepyouhereagainst

yourwill,ifyouwanttogo,go.Iwillmakesurethat

Noonewilleverfollowyouagain.Iwilltellmy

brotherstodriveyouhome".

IfeltLikehundredsofknivesarestabbingmyheart,

IhaveneverheardPhilanispeakinglikethisbefore,I

haveneverseenthissideofhim.IwantedtosayI

amsorrybutIalsohavepridethatcontrolsme.

Philani:"Iamsorryforbringingsomuchtroublein

yourlife,youwillneverhearfrommeagain".

Me:"'What?No,that'snotwhatImeant,that'snot

whatIwant.Pleasedon'tdothis".

Philani:"Iamnotgoodforyou,I'mabadguyavery

badguyandIdon'twanttointroduceyouinmy

world,youhaveabrightfuture,focusonyour

studies".

Me:"Youcan'tdothattome,tous".

Philani:"I'msorryifImisleadyouPalesa,Inever

lookedatyouinthatwaybutonlyasafriendanda

personwhohelpedme.Therewasneverusandthe

realtruthis,youremindmeofmytwolittlesisters".



.

.

.

.

Istaredathim,failingtocontrolmytears,Iclosed

theclosedthedooronmywayout,Ican'tbelieveI

wasthisstupidtothinkthatheisinterestedinme.I

lookedformybagandSaneletookmebacktomy

place,hedidn'tevenbothertospeaktomebecause

ofthestateIwasin.Igottomyplace,putmyphone

inthechargerandcalledmymom,assoonasI

heardhervoice,Icouldn'tstopmyselfandcried,I

criedallmysorrowstoher,shekeptquietand

allowedmetocry.

Mom:"MyBabywhat'swrong".

Me:"MomIwanttocomehome,Idon'twanttobe

here".

Icriedveryloudtoher.

Mom:"Palesatalktome,don'tcrylikethisyouare

hurtingme,Palesa!Palesa!".



Me:"MamaIwanttocomehome,Iwanttobewith

youmama".

Mom:"Okmybabyyoucan'tleaveschool,Iwill

cometoyoufirstthinginthemorning,isthat

alright?".

Me:"Mamayoudon'tunderstand,doyou?Mamai-..".

Mom:"OkI'mcomingrightnow,Iwillbethere

beforethreeintheafternoonmybaby.Momis

comingdon'tcrytoomuch".

Me:"OkMa".

.

.
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Iwasstartingtogetaheadachefromcrying,I

decidedtotakeashowerafterthatIworemy

Pijamasandwentbacktobedagain.Maybe

relationshipsarenotforme,Itrieddatingmybest

friendbutitfeltsoawkward,Idevelopedfeelingsfor

thewrongpersonwhoonlysawmeashislittle

sister.Ididn'tknowthiswillhurtthismuch,Isentmy

mommylocationandI'mwaitingforher,Ifellasleep

andmyphonewokemeup.

Me:"Mama".

Mom:"I'moutside".

Iwokeupandputonmysleepersandrushed

outside,Ihuggedherandwewenttomyroom

Mom:"Areyoudonecrying?".

Inodded

Mom:"CheckI'mthatplasticbag,Iboughtyour

favoriteLunchbaricecream".

ItookitandItookmylaptopandwewatcheda

movie,Imissedthis,mymomislikemyfriend

actuallyeveryoneinourfamilyiseasytotalkto,



evenmydad.

Me:"How'sdad'snewjob?"

Mom:"Heisenjoyingit,hehashisnewofficeandit

lookslikehegetalongverywellwithhisnew

colleagues,youknowhowyourfatheris,he'sa

people'sperson".

Me:"SothisyearI'mgettingacar?"

Mom:"What?Whywouldwebuyyouacar?"

Me:"Becauseyourlittlegirlthatyoulovewhole

heartedlyisturningtwentyone".

Mom:"Hahayouwish,Paliyouneedtofocuson

yourstudies".

Me:"MamaIamandI'vebeendoingeverythingyou

wantmetomywholelife,I'mevenstudyingnursing

becauseyouwantedmeto.SopleaseIneedacar".

Mom:"Youarestudyingnursingbecauseyougota

nursingscholarship".

Me:"Ididn'twanttoacceptthatscholarshipbutyou

guysforcedmetoacceptitandthatmeansyou

guysoweme,soamamIgettingthatcar?".



Mom:"PalesaNo"'

Me:"Mommyplease".

Mom:"IwillspeaktoyourfatherbutI'mnot

promisinganything".

Me:"Thankyouandthankyouforcominghere".

Mom:"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit".

Me:"Momisthereanythingwrongwithme?".

Mom:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Ididn'tknowhowtoexplainthisbutIhadtomake

HerunderstandwhatI'mtalkingabout

Me:"ImeaninfewmonthsIwillbetwentyoneandI

don'thaveaboyfriend,I'mavirginandIalsodon't

havefriends..Mommostgirlsinmyagearemarried,

theyhavebabiesbutI'mhereallalone".

Mom:"Donteverthinklikethat,youarebeautifuland

smartanyguywillbeluckytohaveyou.Youwillfind

theoneactuallyhewillfindyou".

Me:"Welllooksdon'tmeananythingotherwiseI

wouldn'tbeinthissituationbutIwilljustfocuson



mystudiesandforgeteverythingeventhoughit

won'tbeeasy".

Itwillneverbeeasy,Iexpectedtoomuchfromthis

guy,hereallyledmeonandIwasstupidenoughto

believethathelikedme.Ohwell!

Mom:"Didsomeonebreakyourheart".

It'smorethanthat,trustme,ifonlyyouknewmama,

ifonlyyouknew

Me:"No,notatall,Ijustmissedyou,Ifeltsolonely

thanIbrokedownbutI'msohappythatyouare

here"

Mom:"Iknowthatyouarenottellingmethereal

truthbutwhateveritisIhopeyouwillhealfromit".

MymomthoughshealwaysknewwhenI'mnot

tellingthetruthbutIlikeitbecauseshedoesn't

wannagetinvolvedinmybusiness,mymomcooked

andGodImissedhercooking,shesleptoverandwe

stayedupuntillate,gossipingaboutourneighbors

andhercolleagues.morningshewentbackhome,

herpresencemadeeverythingfeelsomuchbetter,I

deletedPhilani'snumberandthiswasit,movingon.



Schoolisgood,itistheonlythingthatiskeepingme

saneatthemoment,allmyassignmentsareupto

datethereisn'tanythingthatIcancomplainabout.

It'saSaturdayandmyparentssentmemoney,Iam

goingtoEastgateforsomelittlegroceryshopping.I

woremysimpleclothesandtiedmylocksandthey

nowneedstobechanged.Iboughtmygroceries

andwenttoMcDonald'sforsomethingtoeat.

.

.

.

.

Voice:"Hi,CanIsithere?"

Me:"Sure".

Him:"it'ssopackedinhere,ohsorry,I'mThatoand

youare?"

Me:"Palesa".

Thato:"ItisnicetomeetyouPalesa".

ThatostaysinBedfordviewandhasrecentlystarted



workingasaninternasanAuditor,sohesays.

Weateandsharedconversations,heseemedlikea

verygoodguy,heofferedtotakemehomebutI

refusedbecauseIhardlyknowhimbutwe

exchangednumbers.HetextedmeassoonasIgot

homeaskingifIarrivedsafely,textingandcalling

mebecamehisregularthing.Thatoinvitedmetohis

friendsbirthdaypartythiscomingweekendandI

couldn'tsaynobecausemyweekendsarealways

boring.

AfterschoolItookataxitoRosebankandwentto

H&MforsomethingtowearandIgotsomepretty

niceoutfitsthere,Ilikehowmylifehasturnedout,I

amlivinganormalstressfreelifewithnoworries.I

ThankGodforintroducingThatoinmylifeheislike

afriendthatI'veneverhad.

Voice:"Whatareyoudoinghere"?.

Me:"OhheyKagiso".

Isaidgivinghimahug

Kagiso:"Areyoualright".



Me:"YeahI'mcool,I'minvitedtoabirthdaypartysoI

cameheretobuysomethingtowear".

Kagiso:"Birthdayparty,where?".

Me:"IminvitedtoapartyandIcouldn'tsayno".

Kagiso:"Okbabygirlpleaseenjoyyourself".

Me:"Thankyou,IwilltextyouwhenIgethome".

ItwasgettinglateandIhadtoreturntomyplace,

whereI'mstayinglotsofpeoplearestayingwith

theirboyfriends/husbandsandthankGodtheyare

allolderthanme,Ialwayslockmyselfinside,

studyingorwatchingmovie.

ThatotoldmethatheiscomingtodayandImade

surethatmyroomiscleanandIcooked,heknocked

andIwelcomedhiminside.

Thato:"Thisplaceissocozy".

Me:"Yepcozyenoughforoneperson,Ienjoyithere".

Isaidgivinghimaglassandabottleofcolddrink

Thato:"Whydon'tyouhavearoommate,most

studentsaresharingapartments".



Me:"IwassharingbeforeImovedherebutsharing

isnotforme,IthinkIenjoymyprivacy".

.

.

.

.

Thisguyisareallygoodguytobearoundwith,he

crackjokes,hespeakhismindandheisaveryfree

personwithagreatpersonality.

TheyalwayssayfriendsarethesiblingsGodnever

gaveus,IonlyseeThatoasafriendnottheperson

I'ddateorhavearelationshipwith.Heisvery

attractivebutnotforme.Thato'scompanywas

goodasalways,hewentbacktohisplaceandIwas

leftalone.FridaycameandIattendedmyclasses

andwentbacktomyplace,thefollowingdaywas

thedayofthepartyandThatosaidhe'llpickmeup.

AroundtwointheafternoonIwasgettingreadyfor

theparty,IworetheclothesIbought,ahighweighst

rippleJeanbumshort,awhitecroptop,denim

jacketandmywhiteallstarIlookedatmyselfinthe



wardrobemirroranddamnIwaslookinggood,

Thatocalledandsaidheisoutside,Itookmybag

andlockedtheroom,ThatowasalsowearingJean

toJeanwithawhiteT,Igotintohiscarandablue

BMWblockedourway.

Thato:"Whatthehellisthisguydoing".

TheguycameoutdressesingreyNiketracksuitand

whiteniketakkies,Philani.OhGod!

Thato:"Whyareyoublockingtheway".

HekeptquietandcamestraighttowhereIwas

seated,thisguyhasaverystrongegoandmyheart

startedbeatingfastIdon'tknowwhyhehassucha

bigeffectonme.

Philani:"Palesa".

Me:"Philani".

HelookedatmeandIlookedbackathim,Godthis

guyisthedeathofme,aftereverything,everyheart

breakhehasputmethrough,myheartisbetraying

me,it'sstillbeatingsofastforhim.

Me:"Whyareyoublockingtheway?,Thatoplease



movetothatside".

Philanilookedatmeanddidn'tsayaword

Thato:"Youknowhim".

Me:"IwishIdidn't,letsgo".

Philani:"Stopthecar,Palesaweneedtotalk".

Me:"Thatodon'tstopthecar".

PhilanitookoutagunandpointedatThato

Philani:"Tellyourgirlfriendtogetoutofthiscar

beforeIstartshootingyou".

Me:"Areyoucrazy?StopitPhilani!".

Hedidn'tevenlookatme

Philani:"Tellher".

ThatowasshakingandIfeltsorryforhimandgot

outofhiscar

PhilanimovedhiscarforThatotopass,Igotangry

andwentinsidemyroomandlocked

Philani:"Palesaopenthisdoor!".

Ikeptquiet



Philani:"Ifyoudon't,IwillStartshooting,openthis

goddamndoorPalesa".

IfhestartshootingIwillloseaplacetostayandI

willbeintrouble,Iopenedthedoor

Me:"Whatdoyouwant".

Philani:"Usuyajolamanjewena?".

Me:"What?"

Him:"Whatwashedoinghereatnightandwhere

wereyougoingwithhim"?.

Me:"Ohsonowyouarefollowingme?".

Philani:"AnswerthedamnquestionPalesa".

Me:"Youcan'tcometomyplaceanddisrespectme,

Idon'tknowwhoyouthinkyouarebutyoucan'ttalk

tomelikethat.Idon'thavetoansweranythingto

you,Icanremindyouofyourlittlesisterbutthat

doesn'tmakemeher.WearedoneherenowGo".

Helookedatmesurprised,hedidn'tsayanythingbut

juststaringatme,Iopenedthedoorforhim

Me:"Philanipleaseleave,tsamayatuh"



Hepushedthedoorandlockedit,hepushedme

againstitandgotclosertome,Iwasfeelinghishot

breathundermyskin,mybodystartedshivering,my

heartbeatingfaster,hewhispered

Philani:"Iamnotgoinganywhere".

Hisrighthandtouchedmyback,hebrushedmybare

skinsinceIwaswearingacroptop,hishandslowly

movedtomythighs,Ican'texplainthefeelingorthe

connectionIfeelbetweenus,helookedatmeandI

lookedbackathimbuthishandneverstopped

brushingme.

Me:"Philani".

Philani:"Hmmm".

Hestartedbitingmylowerlip,teasingme,hethen

kissedme,hislipssosoftandwetIcouldn'tstopmy

selfbuttomoaninbetweenthekiss.Ican'tcompare

thistoanythingaliveinthisworld.Hewentdownto

myneck,I'veneverbeenkissedlikethisbeforeandI

couldfeelundermypantiesthatIwaswet,sowet.

HebitmyneckandImoanedinpleasure,hestopped

buthisheaddidn'tleavemyneck,wewereboth



catchingourbreaths,Ineverrealizedhowtallhewas

untiltoday.

Philani:"Mbalenhleyouaremine,onlymine".

.

.

.
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There'sonlyoneplacewhereIfeelsafe,whereI

forgeteverythingnegativeinmylife,whereIfind

warmth,thatplaceisPhilani'sarms.Wewere

cuddlinginmycouch,listeningtoeachother's

heartbeat,thisisthemomentthatIwanttolast



foreverIdon'twantthistoendandIdon'twanthim

togobackhome,Ineedhimherewithme.

Me:"Philani".

Philani:"Baby"

Me:"Whatwillhappenbetweenusnow?".

Hegotupandsatstraight

Philani:"YouaremineandI'myourssimple".

Me:"Youarenotreallygoodwithwords,doesthat

meanwearedating?".

Philani:"Yesweare".

Me:"Justlikethat".

Philani:"Likewhat?"

Me:"Youowemeanapology,youneedtotakeme

outonadateandaskmetobeyourgirlfriend,you

needtoshowthatI'myoursandyouaremine".

Philani:"Apologizeforwhat?"

Me:"Youdon'tknowwhatyoudidwrong?".

Philani:"Idon'tapologizeandbeingheremeans



more,itshowsthatyouaremine,whywouldIask

youtobemygirlfriend?,Mbalenhleyouaremineand

Idon'tneedtoaskthatfromanyone".

Gosh!Talkingtothisguyisliketalkingtoawall,I

justlookedathim

Philani:"Ihavenevertakenanygirlout,okfinelet's

go,tellmewhereyouwannagoandIwilltakeyou

there".

Me:"Idon'twannagoanywhere,youknowwhat?

Let'sstopallthiscozIseethatitwon'tgetus

anywhere".

Philani:"Arewefightingnow?".

Me:"Nowearenotfighting".

Philani:"ThankGod".

Hekissedmeoncemore,weorderedpizzaandit

wasdelivered,Philanitookthebeersfromhiscar

andputtheminmyfridge,Iwasdrinkingacolddrink

becauseIdon'tdrinkbutsometimesIdobutmyself

abottleofwine,Ilookedathimandhelookssofree

andfulloflife,Iwanttoknowmoreabouthim



Me:"Sohowmanysiblingsdoyouhave?"

Philani:"Wewereabigfamily,sevensiblingsbuttwo

diedinanaccident".

Me:"Wasyoursisterinthataccident?".

Philani:"Bothofthemandnowit'sonlyusboys,I

havetwoolderbrothersthanSaneleandPhe".

Me:"Yourparents?".

Philani:"Ialreadytoldyoumorethanenoughabout

myself".

Me:"Whyyoudon'tliketellingmeaboutyourself?".

Philani:"Becausethere'snothingtotellabout

myself,babypleasethisrelationshipthingisn'tmy

thingmeetmehalfwayandtherearethingsthatI

amnotcapableofdoing,don'texpecttoomuch

fromme".

Me:"IguessI'llhavetolivewiththatbutIfeellike

youarenottellingmesomething,WhywasIbeing

followed,whatisgoingonPhilani,Ideservetoknow".

Philani:"Youaresafenoonewillhurtyou,youdon't

havetoworryaboutanything,Ok".



OhwelllikeIhaveachoice,Iwillnotpushhimwhat

mattersmostisthatheisherewithmeandheis

mine.

Philaniwenthomelateandcalledmewhenhegot

home,Iwasmorethanhappy.Thingsweregoing

verywellandIcouldn'taskformore,Philanicalled

andsaidIshouldgetreadyhewillcometopickme

up,Iworeasimplebutsmartoutfit,heknockedandI

welcomedhiminside.

Philani:"Heyyoulookbeautiful,let'sgo".

Hesaidhewantstotakemetohisfavoriteplace

andIcannotwait,wearrivedanditwasprettynice

here,it'sarestaurant/Bar,everythingthereisArt,

fromthedesignstothefoodandtheliveband,they

playJazzmusic,it'schilledandyoucantellthatall

thecustomersarerich,weorderedourdrinksand

food,enjoyingtheliveband,itwasbeautiful.This

wholethingislikePhilani,Iwouldn'texpecthimto

takememaybetosomecrazyclubsthatplaysvery

loudbangersyesthisishisplaceandeventhe

waitersknowhim.Wefinishedandwewentoutto

thecar,wewereenjoyingthemusicthatwasplaying



inthecar,sochilled.

Philani:"Seatbelton".

Ididn'thearhimclearly,heswitchedoffthemusic

Philani:"PalesaIsaidputonyourseatbeltnow!".

Hewasnowshouting,Ididsothanhestarted

speedingupthecar.

Me:"Whatthehellareyoudoing?".

.

.

.

Heignoredme,heracedsofastandIthoughtinthat

momentIwasgoingtodie,whenIlookedatthe

backacarwasfollowingus,speedingafterus,I

heardawindowbreaking,AGunshot!

Me:"Philaniwhatthefuckisgoingon?".

Heracedtofastandthenstopped,heturnedhiscar

andnowthesecarswerefacingoneanother,hewas

speedinggoingstraighttothatcar.



Philani:"Putyourheaddown".

Hetookagunandstartedshooting,Ihavenever

seensuchathinginmywholelifebutonlyinmovies,

hefiredthegunshotsandIwasscreamingveryloud,

hestoppedthecar.

WhenIraisedmyheadupandopeningmyeyes,the

othercarwasintheothersideoftheroad,hegot

outandwentstraighttothatcar,hefiredmaybe

threegunshotsandtooksomethingthanhecame

backtothecar.Thedrivewassilentandhewasn't

sayinganything,Iwasscaredofhim,Ifoundmyself

askingsomanyquestions,howcanIlovehimafter

this.Hestoppedthecarandhetoldmetofollow

himinside,thisbuildinginsidewasonlyoffices,we

foundaverybeautifullady,dressedinablackshort

dressandherBrazilianhairwasonpoint

Philani:"Amandatakealookatthisgivemea

feedbacknow".

OhhernameisAmanda,she'sreallybeautiful,she

openedanenvelopandstartedtypingonherlaptop.

Philanididn'taskhowIwasfeelingafterwhat



happened,hedidn'tevenlookatme.

Amanda:"Igotitsir,it'saah".

Shelookedatme

Philani:"Palesapleasegiveusamoment".

Igavehimthe"Whatthefucklook"

Philani:"Isaidgiveusafewminutes".

Ilefthimandwenttohiscar,Ifoundmyselfcrying

andIdon'tevenknowwhy,afewminuteslaterhe

gotbackanddidn'tevenlookatme.Idon't

understandhim,oneminutehisfineandtheother

hisattitudecompletelychanges

Me:"Pleasetakemetomyplace".

Philani:"NotnowPalesaplease".

Ikeptquietandwearrivedtohisfancyhouse,I

foundallfourofhisbrothers

Philani:"Palesapleasegiveusamoment".

Me:"Sanelepleasetakemehome".

Theyalllookedatme,Philanitookmyhandandled



meupstairs,hewasdraggingmelikethethreeyear

oldkid,heclosedthedoor

Philani:"LookIhavemorebigandveryimportant

issuestodealwithjuststopwithyourdramaand

stayhere".

Me:"Whyareyoumakingyourproblemsmine?Huh?

IsaidIwanttogohome,now!".

Iopenedthedoorbutheblockedmeandclosedit,I

pushedhimandhefelldown,helookedatme

shockedbecausehewasn'tready,hegotupand

lookedatmeindisbelief.Heslappedmeonmyface

andIslappedhimback,Iwon'tallowhimtoever

touchmyfacelikethat!,Heheldmebymyjacket

andthrewmeinhisbedlikeastupiduselesspillow,

heslappedmeandIcriedinpain

Me:"Philanistop!Stopit!"

Philani:"Nowomenevertalksbackatmeortouch

me,whenItalkyoulistenanddowhatItellyoutodo,

understand?".

Me:"Iunderstand".



Isaidthatinbetweentears,hewalkedoutand

closedthedoor,IcriedandcrieduntilIfellasleep.I

wokeuptocheckthetimeanditwasaroundfivein

themorning,Igotupbutmywholebodywassore,I

checkedmyselfinthemirrorandmyeyewasblack,

myfaceswollen.IwenttotheKitchentogetice

maybeitmighthelpandIfoundhiminthekitchen,

helookedatme

Philani:"Letmesee,Iwillgotothepharmacyand

getyoumedicine,youwillbefine".

Thismanisnotremorseful,Ilookedathimand

didn'trespond

Philani:"FineIwilltakeyouhome".

Thatwasgoodnews,Hetookhiscarkeysandwe

wenttohiscar,thedrivewassilentandIwasagain

heartbroken,hedidn'tapologize,heleftmeatmy

placeandItookabaththanlookedatmyselfinthe

mirror,itwasn'tthatbadalittlemake-uphereand

therewillhelp.Igotintomybedandfellasleep,a

knockwokemeupanditwasPhilani

.



.

.

.

Philani:"Baby".

Thisguy,hebeatthehelloutofmeandthanhasthe

audacitytocallme"Baby",Iignoredhimandhegave

meabrownpaperbagwithmedicineinside

Philani:"Youwillapplythiscreamonyourfaceand

thesepillswillhelpyouwiththepains".

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustlookedathim,Ithought

aboutmyloveforhimandevenafterallthisIstill

lovehimmorethananythingelse,helookedatme

andIcouldseethepaininhiseyes,hegotcloserto

meandImovedbackavoidinghistouch

Philani:"Mbalenhleyouwillbefinesthandwasami,I

amsorry,Idon'tknowwhatcameoverme,I'ma

mess,I'mbrokenbeyondrepair.Ihave-..babyIam

sorryIpromisetoneverdothistoyouagainbabyI

promise".

Me:"Itallstartslikethis,Idon'twannabeyour



punchingbagPhilani,ifthisiswhatyoucallLove

thanIdon'tneedit,Ionlyneedyoutolovemenotto

abuseme".

Philani:"FromnowonIpromisetobehonesttoyou,

Iwillopenuptoyouaboutallmyproblems,youare

theonlythingthatmakessenseinmylifeandIdon't

wanttoloseyou,Iloveyou,IloveyousomuchandI

haveneverfeltlikethisbefore.Ineedyoubymyside,

IadmitwhatIdidiswrongbabyIamsorry".

Myheartmelted,thesearethewordsIwantedto

hearfromhim,hesurprisesmeeachandeveryday,I

don'tknowthissideofhimandI'mhappythatI

knowitnow.MyPhilani.

.
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Idon'twanttobethevictimofabusebutIdon'twant

tolosePhilani,I'mgladthatherealizedhismistakes

andapologized.Iamsoinlove,Ihaveknownhimfor

suchashortperiodoftimebutitfeelslikeforever.

Hekeepsalotfromme,Philaniisrichsorich,no

policeisrichlikeheis,Idon'tknowwherehegetthe

moneyfromandIdon'twanttoquestionhim.He

pickedmeupfromschoolandtookmetotheoffice.

Me:"Isthisyouroffice?".

Philani:"It'safamilybusinessnotmine,waitherein

thereception,I'mcoming".

Iwaitedandhewentinside,Itookamagazinethat

wasthereandreadit.

Voice:"MrMthethwasaidyoucancomeinside".

WhenIlookedup,itwasthatbeautifulAmandagirl,I

murmuredathankyouandgotinside

Philani:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat?".

Me:"I'mnothungry".

Philani:"IthinkNando'swillbefineandanorange



juiceforyou".

Me:"PhilaniIsaidI'mnothungry".

Philani:"Youneedtoeat,youlostalotofweightin

thesepastfewweeks".

Heissocontrolling,HecalledAmandaandtoldher

toordersomethingtoeatforusandforher

Me:"Idon'tlikethewayyoulookather".

Philani:"Andthatis".

Me:"Likeyouarereadytoeather,youhavenever

lookedatmethatway".

Heclosedhislaptopandlookedatme,Godmy

handsomeman

Philani:"Howdoyouwantmetolookatyou?"

Me:"PhilaniComeon".

Philani:"Youbroughtthisupsoweneedtotalk

aboutit,howdoyouwantmetolookatyou?".

Me:"Likeyoulookather".

Philani:"Youarenotexplaininganythingtome".



Me:"Wereyoudatingher?"

Philani:"Youaremyfirstgirlfriend,Itoldyouthat

before".

Me:"Haveyoueverhadsexwithher?".

Philani:"I'vehadsexwithmanygirls".

Me:"Andher?".

Philani:"No,Areyoujealous?Ormaybeyoufeel

threatened".

Thosewordsdidhitthenerve

Me:"N-no".

Philani:"Thanwhatisyourproblemwithher,you

don'tevenknowher".

Me:"Youknowwhat,Ineedtogohome".

Philani:"Likereallynow?".

Me:"Yeslikereally".

Philani:"Itlookslikeyouwillhavetowaitbecause

I'mbusyhereandyoustillhavetoeat,youcan'tgo

homewithouteating".



Me:"Idon'tneedyourfood".

Philani:"BabyIknowbutyouwilleat,Idon'tlike

wastedfood,Nowsitandstopbeingababy".

Heopenedhislaptopandcontinuedtyping,

sometimesIreallywanttobebabied,Ireallywant

himtobegme,explainthingstomewithlong

paragraphs.Amandacamewithfood.

Philani:"Ama,youcanjoinus".

Ama?Hehasnevershortenedmyname,Nomatter

howhappyheis

Me:"Soyoualsoeatlunchwithyouremployees?".

Philani:"There'salotyoudon'tknowaboutmeBaby,

let'seat".

IlookedathimlikeWTF

Amanda:"IhaveafewcallstomakeMrMthethwa,I

willeatonmydesk".

Philani:"Noproblem".

Helookedatme

Me:"What?".



Philani:"Youmadethepoorgirlleave".

Me:"Me?Ididn'tdoanythingmylove,let'seat

beforethefoodgetcold".

Philani:"Youneverceasetoamazememiss

Mokwena".

Hesmiledandweateourfoodinpeace,Laterhe

tookmehomeandtookouthisshoesandrelaxed

onmybed

Philani:"Sthandwasam',IthinkIshouldfindyoua

biggerplacenexttoyourschooloryoucanmovein

withme".

Me:"Nothankyou,thisplaceisenoughformeand

besidesIcanaffordrent".

Philani:"Icanpayyourrentandifyoustaywithme

youwon'thavetoworryaboutanything,youwon't

evenspendyourmonthlyallowance".

Me:"Nothankyou".

Philani:"Babyherethetoiletisoutsideandashower,

it'snothealthyatall".

Me:"Philanipleasedon'ttrytochangemymind".



Philani:"Oktellmewhenyoudecidetochangeyour

mind"'

.

.

.

ThefollowingdayafterschoolIdecidedtotakea

taxitoPhilani'sbecauseschoolsareclosingandI

havetogobackhomethefollowingday,thetaxi

droppedmebythegateandIgotinside,Amanda

wasnotatthereceptionsoIwentstraighttohis

office,Ipushedthedooropenandtherehewason

topofAmanda,Amandawasnaked.

Philani:"Baby,pleasedon'tgo".

Icouldn'tcontrolmytears,theycameout

uncontrollable

Me:"I'msorryfordisturbingyou".

Iranoutoftheoffice,onethingI'venoticedisthat

alwayslistentoyourinstincts,Ihadthefeelingthat

therewassomethinggoingonbetweenthembut



becauseItrustedhimwithmylifeIpushedaway

thosecrazythoughts,IgotataxiandIwascryingin

thetaxi,Ididn'tcareaboutthepeopleinside,thetaxi

droppedmeintownandIhadtowalktogettothe

othertaxisthatwilltakemetomyplace,Icalmed

myselfdown,whenIarrivedatmyplacePhilaniwas

alreadythere,Iignoredhimandopenedthelock,he

pushedhimselfinsidemyroom

Philani:"MyLovethat'snotwhatyouthink".

Me:"Ok".

Philani:"Wehaveneverdatedbutwedosleep

together,ImeanwedidbutassoonasImetyouwe

stopped,Idon'tknowwhathappenedtodaybutit

wasamistake,averybigmistake".

Me:"Ok".

Philani:"Mbalenhlepleasesaysomething".

Me:"MynameisPalesa,Pa-le-sanotMbalenhle".

Philani:"Sthandwasam'pleasedon'tdothattome,

tous".

Me:"Philaniyouhavenevertouchedmesexually,



youalwayskissme,youhavenevertriedtohavesex

withmeandnowIfullyunderstandwhy".

Philani:"Iwaswaitingfortherighttimebaby,Iknow

thatyouhaveneverhadsexbeforeandIrespect

that,that'swhyIdidn'twanttorushyouindoing

thingsyouarenotcomfortablewith".

Me:"WhosaidIdidn'twanttohavesexwithyou?

PhilaniInowunderstandthatI'mnotyourtype,I'm

notaminiskirtorhighhealsgirlwithlongBrazilian

hair,IamPalesawithanAfroandfoxlocks,Ican

neverbelikeAmanda,Icanneverturnyouonbyjust

standingnexttoyou".

Philani:"YouareexactlywhatIneed,youare

beautiful,smart,educatedandyouhavethemost

amazingbody,Iamluckytohaveyoudon'tever

thinkthatyouarenotenough".

Me:"Goodforyouthan,I'msorryfordisturbingyou"

Philani:"Babyplease-.."

Me:"Dontyoudaretouchmewiththosedirtyhands,

GohomeandbathPhilaniyousmelllikeariverfull

ofsperms,getout".



Helookedatmeandslowlywalkedout,Iclosedthe

doorandcried,Itookoutmyphoneandtoldmy

brothertofetchme,IpackedmyclothesthatIwill

needfortheseshortholidays.Mybrothercameand

wewenthome.

Dad:"Imissedyousomuchmybaby".

Me:"Imissedyoumore,letmesettledownsothat

youwilltellmeeverythingaboutyournewoffice".

Dad:"HahaYouwouldn'twanttoknow".

Mom:"ImethiscolleagueslastWednesdaytheyare

sofunnyandyoung".

Me:"Iwillcomewithyoutoyourofficetomorrow

daddy,Iwanttoseeitandyournewcolleagues".

Dad:"Theseboysaresonaughty,Idon'twantyou

nearthem".

Me:"Hahacomeondad".

ItwasfuntobebackhomeandImissedeveryone

somuch.PhilanikeptcallingmeandIendedup

switchingoffmyphonebecauseIdidn'tevenwant

tothinkabouthim,IwenttoDadsofficeandthe



peopletherearesomuchfuntobearoundwith,it's

aSaturdaymorningandI'mstillinbed,Imissthis

Kamo:""Heysiswakeup,someoneisherelooking

foryou".

Kamogeloismyyoungersister

Me:"Who?""

Kamo:"Comeandseeforyourself".

Igotupandputonmysleepersandwenttothe

Kitchen.

Mom:"Ohtheresheis,Yourprofessorishere,he

wantstotalkaboutyourpracticals".

Me:"Practicals?"

Mom:"Yes,sinceitsyourthirdyearandnextyear

youaredoingyourlastyear,youneedtospendmore

timeatthehospital,heretakethesetothedining

room,heisthere".

Iwasreallyconfused,Itookthejuiceandglasses

whenIgotinsidethediningroomitwasPhilani's

olderbrother,Scebi.



.

.

.

.

Scebi:"Willyoupleaseexcuseus".

Mom:"Ofcourse,ofcourse".

Theylefttheroomleavingus

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Scebi:"Philanineedsyou".

Me:"WellIdon't".

Scebi:"WearegoingnowPhilaniisfightingforhis

lifeandwecan'ttakehimtothehospital,heneeds

you".

Me:"Iamnotadoctor,pleaseleave".

Scebistoodupandwenttomyparents,hetookout

aletterandgavethem

Mom:"Paliyouneedtogo,thislettersaysifyoufail

toworkduringtheholidays,youwillloseyour



scholarship".

Me:"What?Givemethatletter".

Ireadtheletterandthesebustardsfakedeverything

inthere,itlookedconcreteandprofessional.Myso

called"Professor"offeredtogivemealift,my

parentsaresoignorant,theyshouldhaveaskedhim

morequestions,Noprofessorvisitsthestudent?I

packedmybagandwenttoScebi'scar,Ididn'teven

bath,Ijustchangedmypajamas,wegotintothecar

andhestarteddriving,hekeptquietanddidn'teven

lookedatme,thedrivewassilentandwearrivedat

Philani'shouse.

Scebi:"Thedoctortookthebulletsoutandlefthim

inthestablecondition,soyouneedtotakecareof

him".

Me:"Wherethehellishisgirlfriend?Iamnothis

girlfriendandIhavenobusinesswithhim,Iwon'tdo

anything".

Scebi:"Areyoudone?".

Whatthehelliswrongwiththeseguysandbeing

rude?



Me:"Ineedtogohomenow".

Scebi:"PhilanididmentionyouhavedramabutI

neverthoughtitwasthisannoying,I'msureyou

knowhisroomandpleasestopmakingnoise,he

needsyouplease".

Me:"Ihateyouall,youdisgustme".

Iwentupstairstohisroomandhewaslyingtherein

bedlifeless,Idon'twannalieIlovehimandIhate

him,Igotclosertohimandlookedathim,Iwanted

topunchhisbeautifulsleepingfacebutIstopped

myself,isheagangsterorahitman?Whythey

alwaysshoothim,Ifelttearscomingout,hecanbe

abustardbutIalwayshaveasoftspotforhimandI

lovehim.
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It'sbeentwodaysnowsinceIcamehereandPhilani

hasn'twokenupyet,I'mfeelingalittlebitnervous

now,Iwanthimtogetbetter.Nomatterhowmucha

personcanhurtyoubutneverwishbadthingson

them.Philanihashurtmebutithurtsmetoseehim

gothroughsomuchpain.Ihaven'tseenAnyofhis

brother'sbutI'menjoyingmyowncompany.I

finishedchangingPhilani'sbandagesandIwent

downstairsforsomethingtoeat,Iwassostarving,I

gottotheKitchenandfoundpeopletalkingIdidn't

evencheckwhotheyare,Ijustturnedbackbutthey

stoppedme,averybeautifulwomenwhoismaybe

inherearly50'sstoppedme.

Her:"YoumustbePalesa,right?".

IlookedatPhebuthelookedtheotherway

Me:"YesMa'm".

Her:"Dontbescared,I'mMrsMthethwa,Philani's

mother".

Philani'smother?Philaninevermentionedthathe

hasamother,notevenonce

Me:"ItsNicetomeetyou".



MrsMthethwa:"IhaveneverevermetPhilani's

girlfriend,notevenoncebutmysonhasaverygood

taste,youareverybeautiful".

Me:"ThankyoubutI'mnotdatingyourson".

MrsMthethwa:"Isit?WellI'msorrymychildbutif

youarenotdatingthanwhatbringsyouhere?".

Me:"YourSonScebiforcedmetocomehere,Idon't

meantoberudeMrsMthethwabutIdon'twantto

behere,pleaseexcuseme".

Idon'tcareifIsoundedsodisrespectfulbutthiswas

supposetobethetimethatIgettospendwithmy

familynotlockedupinsomebigmansiontaking

careofthedyingexboyfriend,thatdoesn'teven

makeanysense,Ididthesamethefollowingday,

takingcareofPhilani,IcalledmymomthanIwent

backtoPhilani'sbedroombuthewasn'tupyet,I

decidedtogototheroomwhichtheygavemefor

somesleep.

IwokeuparoundeightatnighttocheckonhimandI

foundallhisbrothersandhismomtherewithhim

awake,IstoodatthedoorbecauseIdidn'twantto



disturbthisfamilymoment,theyturnedandlooked

atme

MrsMthethwa:"Comein,don'tjuststandthereby

thedoor".

Me:"No,I'msorryIdidn'tmeantodisturb,Icameto

checkon-..".

MrsMthethwa:"Heisawakenow,ohthankyoulord".

Sanele:"DontforgettothankPalesa,she'salsoour

LordfortakingcareoftheBrazo".

MrsMthethwa:"Hahayoucansaythatagain".

Philani:"Howareyou?".

Ilookedathimanddidn'trespondtohim,theyall

lookedatmebutIdidn'tsayaword,thisguyhas

destroyedmeinsomanyways,beingcheatedon

destroysyouasperson.Iwalkedoutoftheroom

andirequestedanuber,Inevertookmyclothesout

ofthebagandthedirtyoneswereinthehandbag,

anuberwasoutsideandItookmybagsandwent

out.

MrsMthethwa:"Soyouweregoingtoleavewithout



tellinganyone?Whereareyourmannersyoung

lady?".

Me:"IamsorrybutIthought-.."

MrsMthethwa:"Youthoughtwrong,Comebackand

saygoodbyetoallofus,youcan'tjustwalkoutin

somebodyelse'shousewithoutlettingthemknow".

Shereallyhadapoint

Me:"Butthecarisalreadywaitingformeoutside".

MrsMthethwa:"Thereareplentyofthoseinthis

house,Sanele!Gopaytheguyoutsideandtellhimto

gobackwhereverhecamefrom".

Ilookedathersurprised,thiswomenisrich,youcan

tellbyjustlookingather,herclothes,herweave,her

shoesandnails.Shehasitall,thediningtablewas

preparedwithdifferentdishesoffood,theyalso

helpedPhilanitocometothetable,whenIlookedat

himallthehate,loveandheartachecameback.

Me:"MrsMthethwathankyouforyourhospitality

butIreallyhavetogo".

MrsMthethwa:"Pleaseeatfirst,Ihaveneversaw



youeateversinceIcameinthishouse".

Me:"IwouldreallylovetobutIcan'tstay,Ihaveto

gohome,schoolisopeninginaweeksothislittle

timethatIhaveIreallyneedtospenditwithmy

family".

Philani:"Palesadon'tbestubborn,listentomomand

eatandit'slatenow,youcangobackhome

tomorrow".

Ilookedathim,whothehellishetotellmewhatto

do

.

.

.

.

Me:"Ifyoudon'twanttogobacktothatbedfor

anotherthreedaysyouwilllearntomindyourown

business".

HisMotherlaughed.....

Philani:"Palesajuststopbei-.."



Me:"StopbeingwhatexactlyPhilani?Youarewith

yourfamilyhereandIneedtogobacktomine,your

brotherforcedmetocomehere,isn'tthatenough?

YouarebetternowsowhyshouldIcontinuestaying

here".

Philani:"That'snotwhatImeant,Palesait'salmost

nineatnightandfromheretoDaveytonistwohours

ormore,whatwillyourparentssaywhenyouget

homeatthattime?".

Me:"Whattheywillsaywon'tmatteraslongasI'm

home,Ijusthateseeingyourface,I'mnotasking

anythingfromyou,Ijustwanttogo".

Philani:"Fine,Go,yourmoneywillbedepositedfirst

thinginthemorning".

Me:"Whatmoney?".

Philani:"Fortakingcareofme".

Me:"Ihatedeverysingleminuteofit,Iamhere

becauseIdidn'thaveanychoiceandIdon'tneed

yourmoney,keshapkayonaPhilani.MrsMthethwa

IamsorrybutIhavetogo,IamverysorryIdon't

meantobedisrespectfulorrude".



MrsMthethwa:"Iunderstandmybaby".

ShesmiledatmeandIrequestedtaxifythistime,

thesepeoplemakemesickandI'mtiredofthem

Me:"GuysIhavenothingtodowithyouoryour

brotherpleasestopmakingmeyourpersonalnurse

becauseI'mnot,stayawayfromme.Pleaseletme

livemylifeinpeace".

Iclosedthedoorandwaitedoutside,onethingI've

noticedisthatifyoukeepquietthesepeoplewill

takeadvantageofyou,I'mtiredoftheseMthethwa

guysandInowhateallofthem,thetaxifytookme

tomyplace,IsleptthereandinthemorningIwoke

upand50000wasdepositedinmybankaccount,I

wenttothebankandluckilythemoneywas

transferred,Iaskedthebanktotransferthemoney

backtoitowner

BankTeller:"Iamsorryma'mI'mafraidwecannot

dothat".

Me:"Youcannotdowhat?Idon'tknowthatmoney

andmaybeit'ssomeonewhoisafraudsterwho

decidedtousemyaccount,Iamnotsafehere,



pleasefindoutwhothisaccountbelongstoand

transferitbacktoitowner".

BankTeller:"OkIwilltrytodothat".

Me:"Pleasedon'ttry,doitnowandI'mclosingthat

accountIneedanewone".

IknowIwasrudebutIwasangry,Philani'sbrother

tookadvantageofmejustbecausetheyhavemoney

tobribeme?TheychangedeverythingandatleastI

wasfeelingmuchbetter,Idon'twantanythingtodo

withtheseguys.IwentbackhomeandIthought

maybeIwillgetacallfromPhilanibutIdidn't,the

holidaysendedandIcamebacktomyplace.Things

weregoingwellandIshouldbehappythatPhilani

wasn'tinmylifeanymorebutIwasnothappy,Iwas

heartbroken,Iblamedmyselffortrustinghimthat

easily,Icouldn'tbelievehowstupidIwas.School

startedandaftermyclassesIwenttothebusstop

thantherethepolicecarwas,Iignoredhim,hecame

outandcamestraightrightwhereIwas.

Philani:"Hi".

Iignoredhim



Philani:"Palesaweneedtotalk".

LuckilythebuscameandIlefthimthere,Itookasit

andtookoutmyheadsetandsomeonesatnextto

me.Philani!

Philani:"PleasePalesajusthearmeout,please".

Me:"Everyoneislookingatus,getoutPhilaniIdon't

wanttotalktoyou".

Philani:"Fine,youleavemenochoice".

Hestoodupandaskedforeveryone'sattention

Me:"OkI'llgetoffnowbutI'monlygivingyouone

minute".

Wegotoutthebus

.

.

.

.

Me:"Talk".

Philani:"GodIhatethisbeggingthing,I'mnoteven



goodatit".

Me:"PhilaniI'msureyoudidn'tgetmeoutofthat

bustonurseyourego".

Philani:"Babywhatyousawintheofficewasa

mistake,averystupidmistakethatwillneverbe

repeatedagainpleasebelieveme".

Me:"Whatyoudidinthatofficeisnotmybusiness

anymorePhilani".

Philani:"Whydidyoureturnyourmoney".

Me:"It'syourmoneyPhilaninotmine,ifIcameto

helpyouwillinglymaybeIwasgonnatakethemoney

butnothankyou..PhilaniIdon'twantyou,Ihave

movedonandpleasedisappearandleavemealone".

Philani:"Isthatwhatyouwant?".

Me:"That'sexactlywhatIwant".

Philani:"Ok,ok,PalesaIwantyoutolistentome

andlistenverycarefully".

Ohherewegoagain!!!!



Me:"Idon'twanttolistentoyou,Iwantyoutoleave

mealone,please".

Philani:"Ilistenedtoyoumorethanenough

Mbalenhle,MbaliyamiandIthinkIhavegivenyouso

muchspacebutnowI'mbackinyourlife,Iloveyou

andI'mnotgonnaletyougothateasily,youare

mineMbalenhle,yesImakemistakesandnoone

saidI'mperfect.Ionlyaskedtwothingsfromyou,to

meetmehalfwaysinceIhaveneverbeenina

relationshipandtoloveme,IneversaidIwon'tmake

mistakes,IwastemptedandIpromisenottoallow

temptationstogetintomeagain.Ideserve

everythingyouaredoingtomerightnowbutIwon't

allowyoutoleaveme".

Me:"WellI'msorrybutIcan'tbewithyouanymore,I

amfinewithoutyou".

Philani:"Doyoustillloveme?".

Ikeptquiet

Philani:"Lookatmeintheeyesandtellmethatyou

don'tlovemeanymore".

Me:"Idon'twanttobewithyouPhilani".



Philani:"Youarenotansweringmyquestion,youwill

learntobewithme,IfightforwhatIwantandI

alwaysgetwhatIwantandrightnowIwantyou,I

needyousodon'tthinkthatIwillleaveyoualone".

Me:"Philanipleasestayawayfromme,Idon'tlove

youanymore".

Isaidinbetweentears,crying,helookedtheother

wayandThanbackatme

Philani:"Youdon'tloveme?".

Me:"YesIdon't".

Helookedhurt,veryhurt,Iwascryingandlooking

down,Icouldfeelthathewaslookingatme,Ifixed

mybagandlefthimstandingthere.

Philani:"Palesawait!".

Ididn'twaitbutherantomeandheldmyhand

Me:"Letmego".

Philani:"Iwon'tLetYougo,Iwillneverletyougo

Mbaliyami.YouaremyMbalenhle,mylove,my

everything.Mylifewasuselessbeforeyoucameinto

mylifebutyoucameandgavemethereasontolive,



Iloveyousthandwasami,pleasegivemeanother

chance,pleaseMaMokwena,pleasemylove".

Me:"Philani,IneedtothinkaboutthisIneed-.."

Philani:"MarrymeMbalenhle".

Me:"What?".

Philani:"PleaseMarryMe".

.

.

.
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Istoodtherelookingathim,isthisguycrazy?He



wantstofixhiswrongdoingsbymarryingme?

Anotherflashcrossedmymind,Ihaveneverbeen

askedforahandinmarriage,ifIdon'tacceptthis

whatifI'mcreatingbadluckformyselfinthefuture

butthosearejustmythsright?

Philani:"Talktome,pleasesaysomething".

Me:"IloveyouPhilanisomuchandevenifItrynot

tobutIcan't,youaretheonlypersonthatI'veloved

thismuchbutIcan'tmarryyou".

Philani:"Atleastthinkaboutit".

Me:"There'snothingtothinkaboutit,Ican'tmarry

you".

Iturnedandwalkedtothetaxissincemorethantwo

buseshaveleftme,myplacewasamessandI

didn'tevenbothercleaningit,Ijustthrewmyselfon

mybed,somanythoughtswerecrossingmymind.I

lovePhilanisomuchbutwehaven'tevendatedfor

threemonthsbutalreadyhewantstomarryme,I

movedtoofast,Iexpectedtoomuchfromhim

forgettingthatIdon'tevenknowhimthatmuch,Ifell

asleepandIalwaysforgettoeatwhenI'malone,I



justdon'tgethungry.ThenextdayIdidn'tfeellike

wakingupforschool,Ididmylaundryandcleaned

theroomandfellasleepagain,Ishouldbehappybut

Iwashurtmyheartwasbrokeninsomanypieces.

MyphoneranganditwasKagiso.

Me:"Heyyou".

Kagiso:"Heylovewhyaren'tyouatschool,Ilooked

alloverforyou".

Me:"IjustneededadayoffmanbutI'llcome

tomorrow".

Kagiso:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YeahI'mgood,Why?".

Kagiso:"Youdon'tsoundsoconvincing,sendme

yourlocation".

Me:"KGIamfinepleasebelieveme,youdon'thave

tocomeallthewaydownhere".

Kagiso:"OkI'veneverbeentoyournewplace,send

meyourlocationandpleasecookI'msohungry,you

betterstartcookingnow".

Me:"Geezok,I'llsenditnow".



Ihungupandsenthimalocation,Istartedcooking,

inthirtyminuteshewasatthegateandseeinghim

heremadeeverythingbetter,Ifinishedcookingand

westartedeating.Iendeduptellinghimabout

Philani

Kagiso:"Icanseethatyoureallylovehim".

Me:"IdoandIdon't,Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon

withme".

Kagiso:"Justgiveyourselftimetothinkaboutitand

don'tmakeanydecisionsyet,ifhelovesyouhewill

waitforyou,trustmeandhewillnevergiveupon

you".

Me:"Ithinkit'seasiersaidthandone".

Wecatchedupandwatchedmovies,mymomcalled

me.

Me:"Mama".

Mom:"Intwoweeksit'syourbirthdayandweare

thinkingaboutyourbirthdaysweetheart".

IscreamedandlookedatKagiso

Me:"ReallyMom?"



Mom:"Whynot?Youonlyturntwentyoneonceso

babyyoudeservethisbirthdayandmore,youhave

madeusthemostproudparentsonearth".

Me:"ThankyousomuchMa".

Mom:"Youwillsendawhatsapptellingmewhat

youwantordonotwantthanwewillorganizeit,we

don'twantyoutomissoutonyourschoolwork".

Me:"OkIwilldothat,Iloveyoubye".

IhungupandturnedtoKagiso

Me:"Canyoubelieveit?Myparentsareorganizing

mytwentyfirstbirthday".

Kagiso:"Really?".

Me:"YeahandIwishI'mtheretoorganizeit,my

momwilljustdoeverythinginherownwaynot

mine".

Kagiso:"Letmejustsavetheday,sinceI'maneven

organizermaybeImighthelp".

Me:"Really".

Kagiso:"Whynot?".



Me:"IhaveatestonMondaysopleasetrytogo

homeonweekendIwilltellmyparentsbecauseI

havetostudyonweekend".

Kagiso:"Anythingforyou".

Myentiremoodcompletelychanged,Kagisowent

backtohisplaceandIjustfellasleep.Inthe

morningafterfresheningupIworemyleggingand

spongebobJerseyandmyNiketakkiesand

attendedmyclasses,myclassesfinishedearlythan

Iwenttothesalontowashmyfoxlocks,Idon'twant

tochangethemnowsinceitsmybirthdayintwo

weeks,letmeratherchangemyhairstyleonmy

birthday,theytakesolongtodryup,Iwasinthe

dryerreadingamagazinewhenmyphonerang,it

wasanunknownnumber.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Hello".



Voice:"HelloPalesait'sPhilani'sMother,Howare

you?".

Me:"OhMrsMthethwa,Iamgoodandhoware

you?".

MrsMthethwa:"Iamgood,Ihaveneverthankedyou

forwhatyoudidformysonbutIwanttomakeitup

forthat,Whydon'twemeettomorrowforlunch?".

Me:"MrsMthethwayoudon'thavetodothat,-..."

MrsMthethwa:"Ireallywantto,Iwillsendoneof

mydriverstopickyouupfromschool,isthatok?".

Me:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,justtellmewhereand

Iwillcome".

MrsMthethwa:"Youareaveryimpossiblegirl

Palesa,okwewillmeetatMabonengPataPata,let's

sayaroundtwo".

Me:"Noproblem,Iwillseeyoutomorrow".

Myheartstartedbeatingfastnowwhywouldshe

wanttomeetwithmecozI'msureit'snotabout

whatIdidforPhilani,Ifinishedandmyhairlooked

asbrandnew,IwenthomeandonFriday'smy



classesfinishearly,IwentbackhomeandIchecked

myclothes,WhywouldIevenwearsomethingfancy,

Iworemyadidasblackandwhiteleggingsanadidas

sweaterandsuperstars,Itiedmylocksinabunand

tookmybag,Iwassimplebutsmart,thankstomy

body,Itookataxifyfrommyplacetomabonengit's

R20,Iarrivedandthereshewastalkingtoaphone,

geezherGuccibagwastodiefor,everythingabout

herisfancyandperfect,shewavedatmeandIwent

towhereshewas,shedroppedthecall

MrsMthethwa:"Thankyousomuchforcoming,you

lookevenmorebeautifultoday".

Me:"Thankyou".

ThewaitercameandsheorderedacocktailwhileI

orderedanApplejuiceandItoldherIwasn'thungry

becauseIdidn'twantthe'MthethwaMoney'tobe

spentonme

MrsMthethwa:"Thankyousomuchfortakingcare

ofmyboy,theseboysdon'tlikehospitalsbutluckily

enoughyouweretheretohelp".

Didshemean'luckilyenoughmyotherarrogantson



forcedyoutotakecareofhim'Ijustlookedather

andIhaven'teventouchedthejuicesheboughtfor

me

MrsMthethwa:"Iknowmaybeitwashardforyou

butthankyoumybaby".

Me:"MrsMthethwai-..."

MrsMthethwa:"OhpleasecallmeMom,youarethe

sameageasmyyoungerson,Sanelesopleasecall

meMom".

Me:"Ididn'ttakecareofPhilanibecauseIwantedto,

it'sbecauseIwasforcedto,threedaysinthathouse

feltlikethreeyears".

Shesmiledatme

MrsMthethwa:"That'swhatIlikeaboutyou,you

speakyourmind,IwonderhowyouandPhilani

standeachotherbecauseheissostubbornjustlike

youare".

Me:"I'mnotstubborn".

MrsMthethwa:"That'sexactlywhathesaysbut

don'tworryInowseewhyhecan'tstayawayfrom



youandallmyboyslikeyoufortheirbrother".

Me:"It'ssadthatPhilaniandIareoverandwewill

nevergetbacktogether".

MrsMthethwa:"ButwhyPalesa,youlookgood

togetherandIcanseethatyouloveeachother.

Thesedayshedoesn'teveneat,heisalways

workingdayinanddayout,pleaseatleastspeakto

him".

Me:"Ma,yoursoncan'tclosehispants".

MrsMthethwa:"MthethwaManarelikethatMy

childandinfactallmanarelikethat,youcan'tbreak

upwithyourmanbecauseofanotherwomen

becauseeventhenextmanyou'llfindwillalso

cheat".

Me:"No,Ican'tstandbeingcheatedon,hehas

neversleptwithmebuthesleepsaround.That

showsthathedoesn'tloveme".

MrsMthethwa:"OhsoInowseewheretheproblem

ishere,whotoldyouthattheloveisshownby

havingsex?Herespectedyouenoughnottohave

sexwithyoubeforemarriage".



Me:"Butit'sstillthesame".

MrsMthethwa:"Noit'snotthesame,ifhis

intentionsweretouseyou,hewould'vesleptwith

youanddumpedyoulikethatbuthedidn't,butI'm

sureyouwillgetyourselfaperfectmanwhowill

runawaywhenheseesgirls".

Me:"Philaniissostubbornandhewantseverything

togohisway".

MrsMthethwa:"Justlikeyoubutthat'snotwhyI

calledyouhere".

Wetalkedandsheisaveryniceperson,Ieventold

heraboutmybirthday.

.

.

.

.

Iwentbacktomyplaceandthoughtabout

everythingthatMrsMthethwasaidbutthere'sno

wayI'mallowinghissontocomebackintomylife

nomatterhowmuchIlovehim,Iworemypajamas



andgotinsidetheblankets,IheardaknockandIgot

uptocheckwhoitwas,itwasPhilaniwearinghis

navyandwhiteGangtracksuitsandastraightcap,

heissogoodlooking.

Me:"It'slate,whatareyoudoinghere?".

Philani:"It'sgoodtoseeyoutooPalesa,Whyare

youalwaysfighting".

Ilookedathim

Me:"I'mnotfightingI'mtryingtosleep".

Hecameinsideandlockedthedoor

Philani:"OksorryfordisturbingyoubutIheardmy

momsayingyoudidn'teattodaysoIbroughtthese

foryou".

Me:"Idon'twantyourfoodandI'mnothungry".

Philani:"WellIdon'thaveanyplanstonightsowe

canplaythisgamethewholenight".

Hetookmylaptopandstartedscrollingthrough,the

nervesofthisguy

Philani:"EatPalesa".



Thisguynevergivesup,Itookthepieceofmeatand

itwasdelicious,IateuntilIwasfull,noonewas

talkingtoeachother,IgotinsidetheblanketsandI

don'tknowhowIfellasleep,whenIwokeup,Philani

wastheresleepinginthecouch,mycouchwasvery

cheapsoit'snotcomfortableenoughtosleeponit,I

checkedthetimeanditwasaroundoneinthe

morning.

Me:"Philani,Cometobed".

HegotupandtookouthisJerseyandpants,hewas

leftwithhisvestandboxers

Me:"YousleeponyoursideandIsleeponmine".

Herolledhiseyesatme,wedriftedtosleep,Iwas

warmsowarmthatIdidn'tevenwanttowakeup,I

openedmyeyesandIwasinhisarms,hewas

lookingatme

Me:"Whyareyoulookingatme".

Philani:"Youaresobeautiful,doyouknowhowhard

itistostayawayfromyou?".

Me:"Dontstart,timeisup,it'stimeforyoutogoand



pleasedon'targue".

Philani:"Noproblem".

Noproblem?Iexpectedhimtoargueorsomething

buthedidn't,Iwasalittlehurt,doesthatmeanhe

doesn'tlovemeanymore?CozthePhilaniIknow

wouldhavesaidheisnotgoinganywhere,hegot

dressedandIwasinbedlookingathim

Philani:"Youknowthisisthelasttime,I'mleaving

you".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Philani:"I'mgivingyouaweektothinkaboutusand

nowthatI'msureaboutyourfeelingsforme,I'mnot

backingdownonmyplan".

Me:"What'sexactlyareyoutalkingabout?".

Philani:"Youwillneverbreakupwithme,because

webothloveeachother".

Me:"AndwhoexactlytoldyouthatIloveyou?".

Helookedatmeandheundressed

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?".



Hewasonlyleftwithhisboxers,hegotinsidethe

blanketsandlookedstraightatme,myheartstarted

beatingfast,heputhiswarmhandundermypajama

vestandmoveditslowly

Me:"Philaniwhatareyoudoing?".

Idon'tknowhowbutthequestioncameinwhisper,

mybodywasrespondingsofastlongingforhis

touch,Icouldfeelhishotbreathinmyneck,I

wantedhimtokissme,Iopenedmylegsforhimto

fitperfectlyinbetweenthem,hecontinuedbrushing

mybellythanhestopped,hegothisfacecloserto

mineourlipsalmosttouching,Iclosedmyeyes

waitingforhimtokissmebuthegotupandputon

hispants,IwasconfusedIdidn'tsayanything,he

dressedupandputonhistakkies,hecamecloser

andlookedatme

Philani:"Yousayyoudon'twantmebutyourbody

saystheopposite,HaveagooddayMbaliyami".

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft,Ihaveneverbeen

thisembarrassedinmyentirelife.
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MaybeI'mobsessedorcrazybecauseIcan'tstop

thinkingabouthim,IwrotemytestonMondayandit

wasok,IwentbacktomyplaceandIcalledmy

mom.

Mom:"Pali"

Me:"Mamahowarethepreparationsgoing?



Mom:"Kagisoisdoingaverygoodjoband

everythingisgoingwell"

Me:"OkIwillseeyouonFriday"

°°IcannotwaittogohomeonFriday,thisweekend

it'sallaboutme,everythingisaboutme,mytwenty

firstbirthday,youonlyturntwentyoneoncesono

onecanblamemeforbeingthishappy,Ihavenever

heardfromPhilani,hedoesn'tcallmeandmypride

doesn'tallowmeto.Myweekwentprettywell,after

myclassesonFridayIcouldn'twaittogotomy

placeandpackmybagsformybirthdaylong

weekend,Philanicameatthebusstopandhedidn't

havetocallmeIwentstraighttohim°°

Me:"Youshouldstopcomingherewiththese

expensivecarspeoplewillstartthinkingI'mdating

blessers".

Philani:"AslongasI'myourblesser,Idon'tsee

anythingwrong".

Me:"Pleasedon'tfeelsospecial".

Phalani:"Hahagetinside".



Igotinsidethecarandhedroveoff

Me:"Wherearewegoing".

Philani:"PatienceMylovepatience".

Me:"Philaniwearenotdatingsopleasestopcalling

mewithallthesepetnames".

Philani:"YoualwayswanttoruinmymoodbutI

forgiveyou".

IkeptquietandwedrovetoSandton,heparkedthe

carandwewenttotheBMWGarage,I'mnotreallya

fanofcarsbutIdolikethem

Philani:"Thesecarsaresobeautifulain'tthey?".

Me:"Andexpensivetoo".

Philani:"Moneyisnotaproblemmylove".

Me:"Besidesbeingapolicemanwhatotherjobsdo

youdo?".

Philani:"Manufacturingandtaxibusiness".

Me:"Butwhomanagesthebusinesseswhenyou

aredoingyourpolicejob?".



Philani:"Myfamily,Ithinkthiscarisperfect".

Me:"Sothat'swhereyougetallthemoneyfrom?I

meanlookatth-..".

Philani:"Idon'tliketalkingaboutmyself,youknow

allmyfamilynowandthat'senough".

Me:"Butyoupromisedtotellmeeverything".

Philani:"Youdumpedmeremember?SoIcan'ttell

myExeverythingaboutme".

Iswallowedhard,he'stellingthetruththough

Me:"ThanwhyamIwithyounowifyoudon'twant

yourex'stoknowaboutyou?".

Philani:"IneededsomecompanyandbesidesI'm

theonlyonewhocanputupwithyourannoying99

questionssobeglad".

Me:"Ihateyou"'

Philani:"Really?".

Me:"Yesreally".

Philani:"Thefunnythingis:Youdidn'tsaythatyou

hatemetheotherdayinyourroombutinsteadyour



eyesweretellingmethatyouneededme".

Me:"MxmDontfeelsospecial".

Philani:"Ohreallynow?Palesawebothknowthat

youwantme,youcan'tevenstandtoseemehalf

naked".

Me:"Maybeit'stheotherwayaround"'

Philani:"Ok,Idon'tliketheoriesI'mmoreofa

practicalperson,let'sgotoyourplacenow".

Me:"Philanijuststopit".

Philani:"Butyoulikeit,youshouldseeyourface

rightnow".

Thanhelaughed,Ididn'tfindajokeineverything

thathesaid

Me:"Wowthiscar".

Philani:"Doyoulikeit?".

Me:"Iloveitandthecolour,waitformetillIstart

working,you'llseemeinit".

Philani:"It'sthenewBMW4SeriesCoupè,They

saytheexperienceisgood,let'stakeitforthetest



drive.

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtodrive"'

Philani:"don'tworryI'lldrive".

Me:"It'snotnecessaryandwhyexactlyarewe

here?".

Philani:"IneedanewcarbutIthinkafterseeing

theseI'vechangedmymind".

Me:"OkbythewayIhavetogohome".

Philani:"OkI'lldriveyoutoyourplacebutnotto

daveyton".

Idon'treallyunderstandwhyweevencameherein

thefirstplace,wewenttomyplaceandIstarted

packing.

Me:"Pleasetakemetothetaxis".

Philani:"RequestanUberIwillpay".

Me:"Geezit'ssoexpensivesorryIwon't".

Philani:"That'swhyI'msayingIwillpay".

Me:"OkbutIwillpayyouback".



Philani:"Youaresodifficult".

.

.

.

.

Irequestedanuberanditcame,Ican'tbelievethat

hepaidsomuchbutIthinkthosearepacksof

havingmoney.Igothomeandthevibewasso

amazing.

Kagiso:"Okbabeyouroutfit,weboughtthreebut

youwillchooseone".

Me:"Whendidyoucomehere?".

Kamo:"HeneverleftbutIlovehiscompany".

Me:"Ithoughtyouwentbacktoyourplaceon

Monday".

Kagiso:"Iloveyourmom'scookingandyourdad's

jokessoIdon'tseewhyIshouldleave".

Me:"Okbuttheseoutfitsareallsobeautiful,Idon't

knowwhichonetochoose".



Kagiso:"Takeallyourtimeanddothefittingfirst".

IfittedtheoutfitsandtheyareallsobeautifulbutI

thinkI'llmakemydecisioninthemorning

Kagiso:"How'sMrP".

Me:"Dontevenask,he'sstillstubbornandhotandI

don'twanttotalkabouthim,Iwanttoseethedecor

outside,come".

ThestretchtentwasupandIcouldfeelthat

everythingwasgoingperfect

Me:"Mom,themusicwillplayuntilmorningso

pleasedon'tcomeouthereandstartwithyour

drama".

Mom:"Morning?Nothatwillneverhappen,the

neighborswillcomplain".

Kagiso:"It'stheirproblemnotours,it'sthetwenty

first,wecan'tgotosleepatseven".

Mom:"OkbutIdon'tneedanycomplaints".

Me:"Thankyou".

Wechilledandtalked,Kamogelowasunbraidingmy



Foxlocks,MyBrothercamehomewithhisfriends

fromwork,wechilledtogetherwhiletheywere

drinkingtheirbeers,Inoticedsomethingdifferent

withKagiso,ishedatingmylittlesister?Cozifheis

I'mgoingtokillhim,Idraggedhimtomyroom

Me:"Speak".

Kagiso:"Whatnow".

Me:"Whyareyouactingdifferent,areyoudatingmy

littlesister?".

Kagiso:"What?Godno,Iwillneverdosuchathing".

Me:"Whatisitthan?".

Kagiso:"Nothing,youarejustseeingthings".

Me:"KagisoIknowyouandI'mhundredpercent

surethatI'mnotseeingthings".

Kagiso:"Okfineyouaregonnafindoutanyway-.."

Me:"OhMyGod!She'ssoyoungKagiso,howcan

youdosomethinglikethis?She'sachild.

Kagiso:"Woah,waitformetofinish,I'mkindoflike

inarelationshipwithyourbrother".



IlaughedsoloudbutwhenIlookedathimhewasn't

laughing,hewasdeadserious

Me:"Youareserious?Buthow?Ithoughtyouare

straightandmybrotherisalsostraight".

Kagiso:"YouassumedthatIwasstraight,lookwe

datedforliketwominutes,Palesayouarebeautiful

andyouhaveabodytodieforbutIbrokeupwith

you,Whydidn'tyouaskyourselfwhy?".

Me:"It'sbecauseI'mmorelikeyoursister".

Kagiso:"Wrong,I'mattractedtoguysPalesaand

yourbrotheristo".

Me:"No!Notmybrother".

Kagiso:"Palesaplease".

Irushedtothetentandcalledmybrothertomy

room

Me:"YouareGay?".

Sphiwe:"StopshoutingMomwillhearyou".

Me:"Andit'sasecret?".

Sphiwe:"PalesaIsaidcalmthefuckdownandI



don'thavetoexplainanythingtoyou".

Me:"Okfine..Mom!Mom!".

Sphiwe:"Stopit,Whyareyoucallingher?,okfineI'll

explaineverythingtoyoubutpleasedon'ttellour

parentsyet,I'mdatingKagisobutIhaven'tcomeout

yet".

Me:"Areyouforreal,ohGod".

Sphiwe:"YesI'mforrealsopleasegiveusyour

supportanddon'ttellMom".

Me:"It'sstillweirdbutIwon'ttellanyoneYet".

Sphiwe:"Thankyousis,Ioweyou".

Wewentbacktothetentandwesleptverylate,I

hadtowakeupveryearlyformyhair,nailsandmake

-up,aroundhalfpastfourIwasup,Ididmyhairand

nailsbutIleftmymake-upforlatersincetheparty

wasgoingtostartaroundthreeintheafternoon,I

wasinthekitchenmakingbreakfast,weheard

peoplecallingoutside,mydadwentoutafterten

minuteshecamebackandcalledmymom,minutes

latertheycalledmetotheirbedroom



Dad:"Isthereanythingyouwanttotellus?".

Me:"No,why?".

Mom:"Palesatalkdammit".

Me:"MamaIdon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout".

Mom:"Youdon'tknowwhatI'mtalkingwhenthere

areZuluManallovermyhouselookingforyouand

youaretellingmethatyoudon'tknowanything".

Iopenedmymouthandthanclosedit

.

.

.

Dad:"ThePeopleoutsideareheretopayyour

Lobola".

Me:"MyLo-...What?".

Mom:"Youknewthattheyarecominghere,You

haveaboyfriendPalesa?Wesentyoutoschoolto

studynottorunafterboys".



Dad:"Telluswhattodo,youtellus".

Me:"DaddyIdon'tknow,IswearIbrokeupwithhim,

heaskedmetomarryhimbutIdidn'tsayyes".

Mom:"Thanwhyaretheyhere".

Me:"Idon-.."

Mom:"Donttellmethatyoudon'tknow".

MyBrothercamein

Sphiwe:"GuysgivePalesaabreak,justacceptthat

she'sgoingtobesomeoneelse'sdaughter,she'snot

yourstokeepforever,Welcomethosepeopleinand

hearwhattheycametosay.Youshouldbeproud

thatsomeonewantstomarryherandseesthatshe

hasthequalitiesofbeingawife".

Theykeptquietandwentoutsidetocallthepeople

inside,thirtyminuteslatermyuncle'scametomy

houseandtheyweretalkinginthesittingroom,I

finallyrememberedthatIhaveaphone,Itookitand

IrememberedthatIdeletedPhilani'snumberwhenI

brokeupwithhim,Iwaswithmysister,brotherand

Kagisoinmyroomwhenmymomcamein.



Mom:"Takethisdukeandpleaseweresomething

longthatcoversyourkneesandyourbody".

Me:"Forwhat?".

Mom:"I'msoproudofyoumychild,Ican'tbelieve

thatyouhavegrown".

Me:"'Butyouwereshoutingandscreamingatme,

pleasedon'ttellmethatyouacceptedtheLobolo"'

Mom:"Iwasn'texpectingthisthat'swhyIwasangry

atyouandyesweacceptedtheLobolo".

Me:"What?Withoutdiscussingitwithme?MamaI

toldyouthatIbrokeupwiththeguy".

Mom:"Philaniisaverygoodman".

Me:"Awhat?Sincewhendoyouknowhim".

Mom:"Weaskedtoseehimandhe'sI'mthesitting

room,hedidsayyouwillactlikethis,changeyour

clothesandcome,everyoneiswaitingforyou".

Shewentout,Ican'tbelievemymom

Me:"Sphiwedosomethingplease".

Sphiwe:"SisKagisotoldmeaboutyouandtheguy



andit'sprettyclearthatyoubothloveeachother.

Stopyourstubbornnessandgothere".

It'snotlikeIhadachoice,Ichangedandwenttothe

sittingroom,theyagreedthattheyknowmeand

Momtoldthemtostayformypartybecausewe

werenotreadyforthemthat'swhywedidn'tcookat

thatmomentwelltheyagreed,Isentmylilsisterto

callPhilaniandhecametomybedroom,wemade

surethatmyparentsdon'tseehim

Philani:"ThatdukesuitsyouMrsMthethwa".

Me:"YouhavethenervesPhilani,Whydidyoucome

here?".

Philani:"Totakewhatrightfullybelongstome".

Me:"Idon'tbelongtoyou".

Philani:"Butyoudonowandyourparentslovesme

wellthat'sthebonus".

Me:"Iwilltellmyparentstoreturnwhatevermoney

yougavethem".

Philani:"Because?".

Me:"BecauseIdon'twanttomarryyou".



Philani:"Why?Iwanttoknow".

Me:"BecauseIdon'twantto".

Philani:"Youarenotgivingmeanyreason,Iwillgo

outthereandtellthemthatallthisisover,Iwill

canceleverythingbutonlyifyoutellmewhyyou

don'twanttomarryme".

IlookeddowncozseriouslyIdon'thaveareason

Philani:"Palesalookatme,Doyouloveme?".

Iwhisperedandreplied

Me:"Idon'tknow".

Philani:"PleasetellmeIwanttocanceleverything

now,Ican'tbeartoseeyouunhappy,Iwantyou

happybecauseIloveyou,sopleaseanswerme".

Me:"Philanii-.."

.

.

Ilookedathimandthewordscouldn'tcomeout,he

cameclosertome,hetouchedmyfaceandhisface

wasclosertominetoo,hislipstouchedmine,his



lipsarealwayssoft,hekissedmeourlipsmovingin

sync,hekissedmewithlustanddesire,mydoor

opened..

Kagiso:"HolyShit,Iwilltelleveryonethatyouguys

arenothereandpleaselocktheGoddamndoor"

Philanilockedthedoorandnoonewastalking,he

continuedkissingme,andledmetomybed,he

slowlytrailedthekissesdowntomyneck,hepulled

outmyT-shirtandbra,hekissedmyrightbreastnot

forgettingtogivethesameattentiontotheother

one,

Heloweredandkissedmybellybuttonplayfully,he

wentupagainandkissedmybreastsinbetween,I

ontheotherhandwastryingtocontrolmyrapid

breaths,Ihaveneverfeltlikethisbefore(IMSORRY

IMNOTGOINGTOCONTINUETHEMUTURED

CONTENTS)

Wefoundourselveslyingthereinmybednakedand

finallywehaveconsummatedourlove,onmybed,in

myfather'shouse,Iwassosorebutitwasn'tthat



bad

Philani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YesIam".

Philani:"Thankyoufortrustingmewithyourself

Mbaliyami".

Me:"Wehavetogetdressedbeforemymomcallsa

searchingpartyforme".

Philani:"Butanswermyquestionfirst,Doyoulove

me".

Me:"DoyouthinkIwould'vegaveyoumyvirginityif

Ididn'tloveyou?PhilaniIloveyou,Ineverstopped

lovingyou,IthinkIwasjusttooproudtoadmitit".

Philani:"IknewthatyoulovemeIjustwantedyouto

tellme,IloveyousomuchMrsMthwethwa,

Traditionallyyouaremywifenowbutlet'sjustwait

tomakeitLegally".

Me:"Ok,Getupnow".

Philani:"OkMa'm".

.
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TheMthethwafamilywereinthesittingroom,the

decorteamwasbusywiththeirwork,Istillhadto

decidewhattowearbutaslongasmyhairandnails

wereonpointIwassorted..

Kagiso:"Speak".

Me:"What".

Kagiso:"YouandMrHotguy,whattookyousolong

inyourroom?".



Me:"I'mnotdiscussingmysexlifewithyou".

Kagiso:"HollyMolly,awhatlife?Didyou?".

Me:"KagisocanIpleasechangeinpeacetuh".

Kagiso:"Finebutwearenotfinishedhere".

Me:"IsaidGO".

Helaughedandwentout,IwasstillundecidedbutI

didmymake-upandchoseonedress,yesIwas

lookingfly,everyonewasthere,myneighbors,high

schoolfriends,cousinsandmychurchfriends,

everythingwasthewayIwantedittoo,thefoodwas

severedandthepartyingtimestarted..

Philani:"Whenisthispartyending?".

Me:"Tomorrowmorning".

Philani:"Okdon'tdrinktoomuch,Iwillpickyouup

latetomorrow".

Me:"NoonMondaymorning,nottomorrow".

Wesaidourgoodbyesthanheleft,Iwasmissing

himsomuch,thepartyendedandMondaycamefor

metogobacktomyplace,Philanipickedmeup.



Philani:"Letsgohomemommadesupperandshe

wantsyoutojoinus".

Me:"ButIneedtogotomyplace".

Philani:"Ithinkyouhavetomoveinwithus".

Me:"NoI'mnotmovinginsorry".

Philani:"OhkIwon'tforceyou".

IcouldtellthathewasdisappointedbutI'mnot

readytomoveinwithhim,wegottohisplaceand

everyonewasthereeventheunclesthatwereat

homearehere

Me:"Youdidn'ttellmeaboutyouruncles".

Philani:"Theseareourtaxidriversnotmyuncle's".

What?Ican'tbelievehebroughtthetaxidriversto

myhousemakingmyparentsbelievethattheywere

hisfamily

MrsMthethwa:"Palesamychildit'ssogoodtosee

you,pleasecomethissideIwantyoutotellme

everythingaboutyourparty".

Me:"Wellitwasgoingwelluntilyoursondecidedto



trytoruineverything".

Philani:"Butyoulikedeverysinglemomentofit".

Me:"Don't".

MrsMthethwa:"Comeandhelpmeinthekitchen".

WewenttotheKitchenandlefteveryoneinthe

lounge,hismomisaveryfreespiritedperson,she

waspreparingsupper

MrsMthethwa:"I'mhappythatthenegotiations

wentverywell".

Me:"WellI'mshockedIdon'tknowwhattypeof

voodoomagicdidyouuseonmyfamilyorhow

muchmoneydidyougivethemcozIknowmy

parentsarenoteasilyconvinced".

MrsMthethwa:"Theysawmyson'scharmsthat's

whytheyagreedandwhenareyoumovinginhere,

youhavetovisitmyhousealso".

Me:"Youarenotstayinghere?".

MrsMthethwa:"NoIhavemyownhouse,sowhen

areyoumovingin?".



Me:"I-...I'mnotsureaboutmovingyet".

MrsMthethwa:"Why?Isthereanythingwrong?You

cantalktome".

Me:"Nonothing,it'sjustthateverythingis

happeningtoofast,IlovePhilanisomuchbutIfeel

likeIstilldon'tknowhimthewayIwanttoandnow

hepaidLobolalikeeverythingisjusttoomuch".

MrsMthethwa:"Iunderstandbutyouarelucky,I

was17whenIfellinlovewithhisfatherandhewas

ataxidriverhereinJohannesburg,hewasfouryears

olderthanme,Ifoundoutthatheimpregnated

anothergirlinmyvillagethanIbrokeupwithhim,I

washurtanddidn'twanttoevenseehimnearme,

himandhisbrotherstookmebyforcewhenIwas

comingfromschoolandIwenttohisfamilyhouse.

Traditionallyitwastherightthingtodo,backinthe

dayswhenaZuluManlikesthegirlandthegirl

doesn'tlikehimback,hewouldtakeheragainsther

willandmakeherhiswife,it'scalled"Ukuthwalwa"

sotheydidthattomeandtheypaidtheLobola

after".



Me:"Geezisthatevenlegal?".

MrsMthethwa:"Itwasthetraditionallaw,Philani's

olderbrotherwantedtodothesametoyoubutI

stoppedthem,Mysonreallylovesyoubutplease

moveinwhenyouareready".

Me:"IwillseethisisnewtomebutIthinkIwill

adapttothissituation".

MrsMthethwa:"That'smygirl,pleasehelpmewith

theseplates".

.

.

.

.

.

Wepreparedthetableandeveryonejoinedin,

Philani'solderbrothersScebiandSceloaretwins

followedbyPhilani,PheandthelastbornSanele

Scelo:"Makotiwhenareyoumovingin?".

IlookedatPhilanitosavemebuthelookedthe



otherway

Me:"I-I'mnotsure,Ithinkwehavetogetmarried

firstbeforeIthinkofmovingin".

Scelo:"Marriage?Traditionallyyouarehiswife,you

willgetmarriedbutyoucan'tliveapart,PhilaniI

didn'tknowthatyouarethisweaktoallowyourwife

tolivealoneinthatunsafeplace".

Whothehellishetotellmewhattodo,Philanijust

keptquietandthat'swhatirritatedmethemost

Scelo:"Youneedtothinkaboutthisfast,youare

nowaMthethwayoucan'tlivefarfromus".

Me:"Ithinkit'sgettinglate,Ihaveschooltomorrow,

Philanipleasetakemetomyplace".

Philani:"Okletmetakethekeys".

IthankedhismomforthefoodandIsaidmy

goodbyestoeveryone,thewholedrivewassilent,we

arrivedatmyplace

Me:"Whydidn'tyoudefendmewhenyourbrother

wastalkingtome?".

Philani:"Ifwhatyouaredoingyouthinkit'saright



thingtodowhydoyouneedtobedefended,You

don'twanttostaywithusandIsaidok,whatmore

doyouwant?".

Me:"IwillmoveinwhenI'mreadyyourbrothercan

hatemeforthatbutIdon'tcare".

Philani:"Canwestoptalkingaboutthiscozweboth

knowthatthiswillleadtoafight".

Me:"Fine".

Philani:"I'mstayingtonight".

Me:"Noyouarenot,Ihavetogetreadyforschool".

Philani:"Idon'twantyoutakingtaxis,fromtomorrow

I'llsendadrivertopickyouup".

It'snotlikeIhadachoiceaboutthat,heleftandI

wasleftallalone,thefollowingdayIattendedmy

classesandIdecidedtogotoPhilani'soffice,he

toldmethathewillbeintheofficesincethiswhole

weekheisworkinganightshiftatthepolicestation,

whenIgotthereAmandawasstillthere,Ijust

passedwithoutgreetingherandwenttoPhilani's

office,hewaswithtwogentlemen..



Philani:"Waitformeatthereception".

Gentleman1:"Whoisthisbeautifullady?".

Philani:"She'snonofyourbusiness,Isaidgotothe

reception".

Irantothereceptionconfused,hewashappytosee

mewhenwespokeoverthephonebutnowhis

moodhascompletelychanged

Amanda:"CanIgiveyousomethingtodrinkmiss".

Me:"Iamnotyourmissnowleave".

Iwassoirritated,Sanelecamein

Sanele:"Palesa,theytoldmetotakeyouhome

Philaniisinthemeeting".

IagreedbecauseIcouldn'tsaynotohim,heistoo

sweet,wearethesameagebutherespectsmelike

I'molderthanhimormaybeit'sbecauseI'mdating

hisolderbrother,whenwearrivedIquicklymade

foodforusandwewatchedtv..Philani,Scebiand

Scelocamein

Philani:"Whydidn'tyouwaitformeatthereception?

Whydidyoucametomyoffice?".



Me:"BecauseIneverthoughtyouwereina

meeting".

Philani:"NowI'minbigtroublebecauseofyou".

Me:"WhatdidIdo?".

Philani:"YoudideverythingwrongPalesa".

Scebi:"Stopshoutingather,shehasnothingtodo

withthis".

Philani:"Sonowyougonnatellmehowtospeakto

mywife?

Hetookouthishandsinsurrender

Me:"Sanelepleasetakemetomyplace".

HelookedatPhilaniforapproval

Me:"Stoplookingathimandtakemehome,PhilaniI

won'tbebulliedaroundbyyou,fixyourthingsand

leavemethehelloutofit".

Philani:"Youarenotgoinganywhere,Wewillfetch

allyourstuff".

Ilookedathimmxmthisguydoesn'tknowmevery

wellIhatesomeonewhocontrolsme,Irequestedan



ubberanddisappeared,Iarrivedatmyplaceand

Philanicalledme..

.

.

.

.

Me:"Hello".

Philani:"Palesawhydidyouleave,Itoldyounotto

leave".

Me:"Sowhenyouarehappyweallsupposedtobe

happyandwhenyouareangryweallhavetobe?

PhilaniIdon'tlikeyourattitude,thewayyouspoketo

meinfrontofyourbrotherslikeI'malittlechild,No

maan".

Philani:"I'mcomingtofetchyou".

Hehungup,Ilockedthedoorandgotintomybed,I

heardsomeonetryingtobreakthedoor,butifit's

Philanihewouldhaveknockedandmyneighbors



arestillatwork,thebangingofthedoorgothard,I

tookoutmyphoneanddialedPhilani'snumber..

Philani:"I'monmyway,nothingyousayordowill

changemymind".

Me:"SomeoneistryingtobreakinandI'minside".

Philani:"What?".

Me:"Pleasecome,theyarebreakinginandI'm

scaredPhilani".

Philani:"Fuck!Fuck!I'llbetherein15minutesmy

lovepleasedon'tpanic".

Thedooropenedandtwoguyscamein,theyman

handledmewithoutsayingaword,Itriedscreaming

buttheytookaheadwrapthatIwaswearingand

closedmymouthwithit,theyforcedmetothewhite

quantumtaxi,IcouldhearacarfollowingusandI

knewitwasPhilani,thetaxiraced,theManspoke.

Him:"Theysaidnottohurtthegirl,Getherdown".

Hepushedmesohardmynosehitthechair,they

startedshootingafterafewminutesthetaxi

stoppedandthedriversgotout,Iheardgunshots,it



wentquietforafewminutesthanSanelecameand

helpedmeoutofthecar,myheadwashurtingand

mynosewasbleeding,Igotintothecarandhe

starteddriving,Ididn'tevenseePhilani.

WhenwearrivedathisplaceIcleanedmynoseand

drankthepainkillersthatSanelegaveme,thefour

brotherscamein

Philani:"Areyouhappynow?".

Me:"Whyweretheytryingtokidnapme?".

Theykeptquiet

Me:"FirstIwasbeingfollowedandnowsomeone

wantedtokidnap,whatthehellisgoingonPhilani?".

Philani:"NowisnottherighttimePalesa,Itoldyou

nottoleavethehousebutyouescapedandwentto

yourplace,whatdidyouthinkwillhappen?".

Me:"Ohsonowit'smyfault?Tellmewhat'sgoing

onPhilani,sothisishowit'sgoingtowork,youwill

keepsecretsfromme?Whydoyouevenwantto

marrymethan?".

Philani:"Ok,Ok,it'sanoldgrudge,ataxibusiness



thatyouwon'tevenunderstandwefoughtbackthen

andnowIthinktheyheardthatI'mgettingmarried

nowtheywanttohurtusbyhurtingyou..It'snothing

youhavetoworryaboutjustlistentowhatItellyou

andyouwillbesafe".

Me:"SonowI'minvolvedinyoursillytaxibusiness?,

thatisnotwhatIwant,Idon'tdeserveanyofthis".

Hedraggedmeintohisbedroomandclosedit

Philani:"DoyouknowhowmanytimesIfoughtwith

mybothersaboutyou?ButbecauseIloveyou,you

arehere,yesyoudon'tdeserveanyofthisandI

don'tdeserveyoubuteversinceyoucameintomy

lifesomanythingsmakessense,Iamahorrible

personPalesaandI'mafraidthatmaybeifyougetto

knowtherealmeyouwillleavemeandIdon'twant

toloseyou".

Me:"Iwon'tleaveyou,Iwillneverleaveyou,please

tellmedon'thideanysecretsfromme,please".

Philani:"Beinginataxibusinesshasmanyproblems

andit'snoteasy,it'sdangerous..Ourlivesare

alwaysindangerbutdon'tworryI'mheretokeep



yousafe,nothingwillhappentoyou".

Me:"Whydon'tyouleaveitthan,Whydon'tyou

leavethisbusinessandstartanother".

Philani:"Nowecan't,it'sourfather'sbusiness,he

starteditandgotitwhereitisnow,wewillnever

closeitdown,hislegacycontinuesthroughthis

business".

Me:"Butyourlivesandmineareindanger".

Philani:"There'snothingwecan'thandleandbaby

pleasestayhere,Ineedyouhere,Ipromisetokeep

yousafe".

Me:"Butyouarenottellingmetheentiretruthhere".

Philani:"Youcanleaveyourproblemsunsolvedin

thepastbutthoseproblemswillalwayscomeback

andmesswithyourfuture,that'swhathappening

rightnowandit'sallIcansaybutpleasetrustme

that'sallIneedmylove,yourtrust".

.

.

.
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Ineverknewthatlovingsomeonecomeswithso

manythings,thegoodandthebad.Ihatebeing

scared,nowIhavetowatchbackeverywhereIgo,

PhilanipromisedtokeepmesafebutI'mstillscared,

Philanicamein.

Philani:"Areyoudonebathing".

Me:"YahbutIneedclothes".

Philani:"YoucanwearmyT-shirtitlooksverygood

onyou,we'llgofetchyourclothes".

Me:"ButIdon'tthinkI'mhundredpercentsureabout

stayinghere".

Philani:"Wespokeaboutthispleaselet'snottalk

aboutitanymore,IneedyouhereOk".

Me:"FinebutIcan'tgooutlikethiswithyourT-shirt

only,whatwillyourbrotherssay?".



Philani:"AndI'mluckycozI'llbetheonlyonewho

willbelookingatthosefreshthighs,thisismyhouse,

ourhouse,mybigbrothershavetheirownplaces

andSanelestayswithPhe.Sopleaserelaxandif

youarenotcomfortablewiththemcominghere

everyday,Iwilltellthemtostop".

Me:"NoI'mfinewiththemcominghere".

Philani:"Okletmegotoyourplacecozyouhave

schooltomorrow".

Hekissedmyforeheadthanleft,Istoodupand

touredthewholeplace,thishouseisamazing,I

openedthefridgeandithadafewthingsinside,I

tooktheredmeatandandgrilleditwithpapand

spinach,Iopenedthetvandwatched'sayyestothe

dress'

Philani:"Isthattvworking?".

Me:"You'reback,yeahit'sworking,youdon'twatch

it".

Philani:"NobabyIdon't,IthinkIpackedeverything,

damnyourlandlordwascomplainingthatyoudidn't

tellhimyoumovingout".



Me:"Whatdidyousaytohim?".

Philani:"IthinktheguywantsyoubutIpaidhim".

Me:"Myfurniture?".

Philani:"Ahhbabyyoudon'tneedthatanymore,you

haveeverythinghere".

Me:"Philanithat'swhatIhate,i-.."

Philani:"BabyI'msohungrylet'sgoouttoeat".

Me:"Youarerunningawaynow".

Philani:"Ijusthatefightingwithyou".

Me:"Icookedpapandsteak".

Philani:"Youcook?".

Me:"YesIcancook".

Hedidn'tbelievethatIcookandthathurtmy

feelings,Ithinkwerushedeverything,everything

happenedtoofastthatwedon'tevenknoweach

otherverywell,weateandhereallylikedmyfood,I

waslazytounpackmybagsbutItookoutthethings

I'llneedforschool,thethoughtofsleepingwithhim

inoneroomreallyscaredme,yeswedid



consummateourlovebutI'mstillnervous..

Philani:"Whyareyousleepingwithyourpajamas,it's

notlikeyou'llneedthemanyway".

Ilookedathimindisbeliefandthewayhewas

walkingaroundnakedohIreallywantedtorunout

oftheroomandiwishIhadtheconfidenceof

walkinglikethatnaked

Philani:"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?".

Me:"PutsomeclothesonPhilani".

Helaughedandlookedatmeraisinghiseyebrow

Philani:"Soyou'reshytoundressinfrontofme"

Me:"N-noI'mnot".

Philani:"Okifyouarenotscaredthentakeoffall

yourclothes".

Me:"What?".

Philani:"Comeonmyloveyouarenotscaredto

undressinfrontofmesotakeoutyourpajamas".

Me:"Iaskedyoutoputyourclothesonsoplease

stopit".



Philani:"WellinthatcaseIthinkIhavetowalk

aroundnakedinthishouseuntilyougetusedthis".

Me:"OhGodwhythehelldidyougivemesucha

man".

Philani:"IloveyoutooMaNyambose".

IalwaysblushwhenhespeaksbutIdon'tlikeit

whenhewalksaroundnakedwithoutevenan

underwear,Igotinsidetheblanketsandhejoined

me

Philani:"Itoldyoutotakeoutyourpajamas,youare

averystubbornwomenMbaliyami".

Hestartedrubbingmybreastsandhistouchis

alwayswarm,everytimehetouchesmeIjustneed

more

Me:"Phi-la-niplease".

Heignoredmyrequestandstartedkissingme,going

downonmyneck,Iwasmoaningingreatpleasure,

afterafewminuteswewerenakedcuddlingtryingto

catchourbreaths..

Philani:"Areyoualright?".



Me:"Iambutyouhavetogivememoneyforthe

morningafterpills".

Philani:"What'sthatfor?".

Me:"WehavetostartusingprotectioncozI'mnot

readytobeamotheryet".

Philani:"Don'tworryyouarenotpregnant,Iwilltake

youtomydoctorforthepreventionpillsorinjection".

Me:"Orwehavetouseaprotection".

Philani:"Youaremywife,I'llneverusethatwithyou,

forgetit".

Me:"OhreallyIthinkwebothhavetodotheblood

testcozseriously,Idon'ttrustyou".

Philani:"Thathurtsbutifitwillmakeyoutrustme,I

willdoit".

.

.

.



.

Ismiledatmyselfandwesleptpeacefully,sleeping

inhisarmsalwaysmakesmefeelbetterwhenI

wokeuphewasn'tthere,Imadethebedandtooka

showerandpreparedmyselfforschool,Iwent

downstairsandfoundaverybeautifulwomenbusy

inthekitchen,Ilookedather..

Her:"Ohgoodmorning,youmustbePalesa,I'm

Phindilethehousekeeper,wouldyoulikesomething

eat?".

Me:"WhereisPhilani?".

Philani:"Inhisoffice".

Ileftherthereandfoundhimbusywithhislaptop

Philani:"Ohyouareawake?".

Me:"NoI'mnot,Whenwillthiseverstop?".

Philani:"What?".

Me:"ItwasAmandaandnowIfindanothergirl

claimingtobeahousekeeper,areyousleepingwith

hertoo?".



Philani:"No,babyno,Phindilewasonleavebutnow

she'sback,she'saverynicegirl,youwillgetalong

justfine".

Me:"Getalong?AndAmandawasa'poorAmanda'

untilIfoundyoutwonaked".

Philani:"SotoyouI'msleepingwitheverygirl?".

Me:"Wellitlookslikethattome".

Philani:"I'mnotinthemoodtofight,ifyoudon't

wantPhindilehereit'sfineI'llfireherifthat'swhat

willmakeyouhappy".

Heleftmeinthestudy,Iwenttoourbedroomto

takemybooksandwentdownstairs

Philani:"Youarenotgoingtoeat?".

Me:"NoI'mfine".

Philani:"Thecariswaitingforyouitwilltakeyou

whereveryouwanttogo".

IwenttothecarandIwenttoschool,schoolismore

peacefulandIwasworriedaboutthatgirl,Idon't

trustmymanaroundthegirls,Myclassesfinished

earlybutIdecidedtostayatthelibraryanddomy



assignments.LaterIwenthomeandthehousewas

emptycozPhilaniwasatwork,Isleptaloneandin

themorninghewasn'talsothere,Igotreadyfor

school,hecalledandaskedifIwasfineandtoldme

thathedidn'twanttodisturbme,it'sbeenthreedays

nowandIhaven'tseenhim,Imisshimsomuchand

I'mevenscaredtogotohisofficebecauseofwhat

happenedlasttime,FridaycameandIfeltsolonely

thatIwantedtovisitmyparents.Idon'tknowwhyI

feellikethisbutthishouseistoobigforme,Ifound

myselfcryingandIwentupstairstopackmyclothes,

PhilanicameinandIignoredhim.

Philani:"Whereareyougoing?".

Me:"Home".

Philani:"Soyouarenothomenow?Palesathisis

yourhomeifyourunawayfromitwhosegonnalook

afterit".

Me:"I'mnotahousekeeper".

Philani:"Whenyouaredonepackingpleasefixme

somethingtoeatI'msohungry".

Me:"I'mgoinghomePhilaniIdon'thavetimeto



prepareyoufood".

Philani:"Whatdidyousay?".

Ilookedathimandhewasdeadseriousnotsmiling,

IleftmyclothesthereandwenttotheKitchen,I

madehimasandwichandgavehim,helookedat

meannoyed

Philani:"IsaidIneedfoodnotbreakfast".

HethoughtmaybeIwasgoingtoargueoraskhim

wherehewasinthepastfewdays,Ijustkeptcalm

eventhoughIwasangryandIwenttotheKitchen

andcookedriceandbeefstew,Ithoughtmaybehe

wasgoingtocometotheKitchenandexplain

everythingtomebuthedidn't..Hewasbusywiththe

playstationwhenIgavehimfood.

Philani:"Thankyou,ain'tyougonnajoinme?".

Hemustbeoutofhismindforactinglikethere's

nothinghedidwrong.

Me:"NoIdon'twanttogethomelate".

Philani:"Palesayouarenotgoinganywhere".

Me:"What?Youcan'ttellmewhattodo".



Hestoodupandcameclosetome

Philani:"Mylovemaybethere'ssomethingthatyou

don'tunderstand,thatlobolathatIpaidtoyour

parentsmeansthatyouarenowmywifesoasyour

husband

I'mtellingyouthatyouarenotgoinganywhere"'

Me:"Sothiswholelobolathingwasbecauseyou

wantedtocontrolme".

Philani:"NoI'mbeingaresponsiblehusband".

Me:"Responsiblehusband?Youleftmeherealone

fordaysandyoudidn'ttellmeanythingandnowyou

arebackbutyoudon'tevenapologizetome".

Philani:"There'snothingtoapologisefor".

Me:"Ohreally?".

Philani:"Palesapleasestopwithyourdramaand

eat,I'mtired".

.

.



.

.

He'stiredohwow!Iwentupstairsandchangedinto

mypajamas,Itookoutmybooksandfinishedmy

assignments,hecameandgotinsidetheshower

thanhegotinsidetheblankets.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?Ithoughtyouwillsleepin

theotherrooms".

Philani:"Whatfor?Thisismyroomandiwon'tsleep

anywhereelse".

Me:"OkfineI'mtheonewhoisgoing".

Philani:"Palesadon'tyoudareopenthatdoor,Get

backtobed".

Iignoredhimandtookmyphone,hecameand

blockedthedoor.

Philani:"DoyouknowhowtiredIam,Idon'thave

timeforthis,Getbacktobed".

Me:"Whydoyoucare?YouliedtomePhilani,ifyou

wereworkinganightshiftthanwhydidn'tyoucome

backhome?".



Philani:"Ohthat'swhyyouareangry?,I'maman,I

don'tthinkIhavetoreporteverythingtoyou".

Me:"Ohsothat'showitgoes?Thanmoveaway

fromthedoorIwanttogosleep".

Philani:"Whyareyousostubborn?".

Me:"Ijustneedyoutomove".

Philani:"Ifyoudareopenthisdooryouwillseeme".

HemovedandthewayIwasupsetIdidn'twantto

lookathim,Iopenedthedoorandwenttotheother

room,Iforgottolockthedoorandhecamein.

Philani:"Palesawhatareyoudoinghere?WhatdidI

saytoyou?".

Me:"WhyshouldIlistentoyouifyoudon'teven

careabouthowIfeel,noteverythingisaboutyou

Philaninowgetthehelloutofthisroom".

Philani:"PalesaI'myourmannotyourMom,watch

thetoneofyourvoice".

Me:"Idon'tcare,Getout".

Hecameandslappedmehardmynosestarted



bleeding,Itouchedmycheekandlookedathim,

tearscomingout,helookedathishandsnot

believingwhathedid,hecameclosertomeandI

movedback

Philani:"BabyI'msorry,I'msorrypleaseforgiveme,

Idon'tknowwhatcameoverme".

Me:"Yousaidyouwon'tdoitagain,Philaniyou

promised".

Philani:"Iknowmylove,please-.."

Me:"Getout".

Helookedatme

Me:"Philanipleasegetout".

HewalkedoutandIcleanedmynoseandgotinthe

bed,Ifeltsoemotionalandcried.

InthemorningIwenttoourroomandhewasn't

there,Ilookedatmyselfinthemirrormyeyeswere

swollenfromcryingandmyrighteyewasgreen,I

packedallmyclothesandbooksandchangedmy

clothes,Iwentdownstairsandallhisfamilywas

therewithhim.



MrsMthethwa:"Palesamychild,whereareyou

goingwithallthesebags".

Ididn'twanttofacethem

MrsMthethwa:"Palesa!".

IturnedandtheyalllookedatPhilani,helooked

down

Scebi:"Youhitwomennow?".

Philani:"Icanexplain,Ipromisednevertodoit

againbutyesterdayIallowedmyangertocontrol

me".

MrsMthethwa:"Soitwasn'tthefirsttime?Iraiseda

mannotacowardPhilani,youbroughtthispoorgirl

intoyourhousetoabuseher?Ifyoudon'tloveher

anymorewhydidn'tyousendherbacktoherparents,

huh?".

Philani:"MaIloveher".

MrsMthethwa:"Ifyouloveheryouwouldn'tdothis

toher,beatmesinceyouareawomenbeater,beat

mePhilani".

Philani:"NoMaIcan'tdothat".



MrsMthethwa:"Scebigivemeyourbelt,Now

Scebi!".

Scebitookouthisbeltandgavetohismother

Philani:"ComeonMayoucan'tdothat".

MrsMthethwa:"Youareamannowisit?Letme

showyouwhatIdotoman,LockthedoorsSanele".

OnethingI'venoticedisthatwhentheirmomspeaks

theyalljump,ShetookthebeltandhitPhilaniwithit

sohardandseveraltimes

Philani:"ComeonMastopit".

MrsMthwetwa:"Ohnowyouwanttofightme?".

ShethrewthebeltandstartedpunchingPhilani,I

wantedtolaughwhenshewasusingthebelt

Butthepunchesaretoomuch,shereallyboxedhim

andthechancehegotheranupstairs.

MrsMthethwa:"PhilaniOscarMthethwa,ifyoudon't

comeoutinthatroomIswearyouwillregrettheday

Igavebirthtoyou".



Shedidn'thaverepeatit,hecameoutandhisright

eyewasswollen,damnthiswomendidhithimhard.

Philani:"Pleasedon'thitmeagain,MomI'msorry".

MrsMthethwa:"Youareapologizingtothewrong

person,ifIeverhearthatoneofyouherehasever

beatenupawomen,youwillseeme.AndyouPalesa

youareawifehere,youcan'talwaysrunawaywhen

thingsgowrong,thisisyourhouseifsomeonehas

tomoveout,it'shimPhilani.Don'thesitatetothrow

himout,thisisyourhouse".

Me:"YesMa".

MrsMthethwa:"Phe,takeherbagstomycar".

Philani:"ButMaIgotmypunishment,shecan'tgo".

MrsMthethwa:"Youwanttobeatheragain".

Philani:"Itwasamistake".

MrsMthethwa:"Itwasneveramistake,learnto

controlyouranger,sheisnotyourpunchingbag.

PalesaisgoingtostaywithmeforawhileandI

don'twanttoseeyounearher,doyouunderstand?".

Philani:"ButMa-".



MrsMthethwa:"Palesawillcomebacktoyouwhen

shefeelslikesheisreadyandyoudeserveit".

Phetookmybags,IfeltsorryforPhilanibutthere

wasnothingIcouldhavedonecozhedeservedit,I

didn'tevensaygoodbye,Ijustfollowedhismomto

hercarandweleft.

.
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MrsMthethwashowedmemyroomandherhouse

looksmorelikeamansionit'shuge,Itookavery

longbathandchangedmyclothes.

MrsMthethwa:"Palesacomeeat,pleasefeel

comfortablethisisyourhome".



Me:"ThankyouMa".

MrsMthethwa:"I'llhavetosendsomeonetothe

chemisttogetyousomethingtoremovethatblack

eye".

Me:"Don'tworryMaIstillhavetheointmentthat

Philaniboughtlasttime".

MrsMthethwa:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethathewas

beatingyou?".

Me:"Heapologizedandtoldmeitwillnothappen

again".

MrsMthethwa:"Theyallsaythatandthenextthing

youknow,youwillbecomethevictimofabuse".

Me:"Iknowbutlet'shopehelearnedhislessonand

thankyouforstandingupforme".

MrsMthethwa:"YouareallmykidsandIwantto

treatyouequally,youknowwhat?Sinceit'sa

Saturdaywhydon'twegooutforshopping".

Me:"AhhIspentallthecashIhadonmybirthday".

MrsMthethwa:"Noproblem,let'sgo".



Ichangedagainandwewenttothemallthatwomen

canshopandallthethingssheboughtarevery

expensive,shegavemepermissiontoswipewith

hercardandIgotenoughclothes.

MrsMthethwa:"Ithinkyouneedtochangeyourhair

andweneedmake-uptocoverthemarkonyoureye,

tomorrowI'mhavingalunchandlotsofpeoplewill

bethere,Iwanttointroduceyoutothem,youaremy

daughternow".

It'snotlikeshewasgivingmeachoice,webought

make-upandwewenttothesalon

MrsMthethwa:"Whichhairdoyoulike?".

Me:"Braidsorfauxlocks".

MrsMthethwa:"What'sthatsweety?Pleasegiveher

a30inchweave".

Me:"I'mnotaweavepersonMa,Ithi-.."

MrsMthethwa:"Youhavetotryitandtrustmeyou

willbemorebeautifulandIwantPhilanitohang

himselfwhenheseesyoutomorrow".

Theydidmyhairandtrustmethatweavelooksso



goodonme,itwasalongdaythatwehad,wewent

backtothehouseandthedinnerwasprepared,she

hassomeonewhocooks,aladywhocleansand

anotherladywhodealswithherlaundry,weateandI

wenttobed,whenIwokeupinthemorningIsaw

Philani'smissedcallsandIdidn'thaveairtimeto

reply,HolidaysarecomingsoonandIthinkIneedto

getmyselfajobandmakeextracash,Iwent

downstairsandfoundhismomtalkingtosome

people.

MrsMthethwa:"Iwantyoutomoveallthesechairs

andputthatlongtableherewith14seatsandIneed

originalmarblestoanshere,thetablehastoready

beforeoneintheafternoon".

Theguysagreedandstartedworking

MrsMthethwa:"Ohyouareawake,makeyourself

breakfastbecauseNandiphaisbusypickingthe

flowersoutside".

Me:"Ok".

IwenttotheKitchenandmademyselffood,Iwent

backupstairsandthepassagewasfulloffamily



photos,theboyswhentheywereandtwogirls,two

beautifulgirlsthatlookslikealltheboys,another

pictureofamandressedinaverynicesuit,theman

isreallygoodlookingandlooksexactlylikePhilani

andSanele,Icouldtellthathisattitudewasexactly

likePhilani'sattitude..

MrsMthethwa:"Ohthisismyhusband".

Me:"Whereishe?".

MrsMthethwa:"Therewasahugeaccidentlastyear

andIlosthimandmytwogirls,theotheronewasin

matricandtheotheringradenine".

Me:"I'msorry".

MrsMthethwa:"It'sallrightandthat'swhyIenjoy

havingyouhere,myhusbandburntinacarhe

couldn'tcomeout".

Me:"HelooksmorelikePhilaniandSanele".

MrsMthethwa:"Andhisattitudewasexactlylike

Philani'strustme,hewasfullofhimself".

Me:"ExactlylikePhilani".

MrsMthethwa:"Hahaexactly".



IcontinuedlookingatthepicturesandIwenttomy

roomtobath,MrsMthethwaknocked

MrsMthethwa:"There'ssomeonewhowantstosee

you,canIlethimin?".

Me:"I'mnotwearinganythingbutatowelonly".

MrsMthethwa:"Waitforhertogetdressed".

Philani:"She'smywifeevenifshe'snakedIwould

getinside,MapleaseIneedtoseeher".

Iopenedthedoorandohmymanwashere

.

.

.

Me:"It'sfineMaI'llcallyouifIneedanything".

SheleftandIwelcomedPhilani

Philani:"Baby".

Me:"HiPhilani".

Philani:"I'msorry,I'mreallysorry,Iloveyouandit



drivesmecrazytoseehere,Ideserveevery

punishmentbutbabyyoucan'tleaveme".

Me:"Eventhelasttimeyouweresorryandyoueven

promisedtoneverdoitagain".

Philani:"IknowandI'msorrymylove".

Me:"Youwantmetoforgiveyou?".

Philani:"Yessthandwasam'Iwilldoanything".

Me:"Anything?".

Philani:"Toseeyoubackhomeagainyesanything".

Me:"YoulefthomeMondayandyoucamebackon

Friday,youonlycalledmeonTuesdayandthanyou

disappeared,wherewereyou?".

Philani:"ItoldyouthatIwasworkinganightshiftat

apolicestation".

Me:"atthepolicestationyouknockoffatsixbut

youneverevencamehome,Philaniwherewere

you?".

Philani:"ComeonbabyIhadsomethingstodoand

thatisnotimportant,pleasecomebackhome".



Me:"Youwillneverchangewillyou?Iwanttodress

pleaseleave".

Philani:"Palesacomeon".

Me:"Leave".

Iopenedthedoorforhimandhecametokissme

butImovedback,PhilaniislyingandIhatethat

abouthim,Iusedthemake-upthatweboughtand

myhairwasonfleak,Iworemyminipeachbubble

dressthatisabobtubeandmysandles,Iwas

lookingfly,itwasalreadyoneo'clockandIwent

downstairs,alleyeswereonme,Philanicametome..

Me:"Philanipleasenotnow".

Philani:"Youarebeautiful".

MrsMthethwa:"Sheknows,PalicomethissideI

wanttointroduceyoutosomeone".

Itookherhandandwewenttotheoldwomenwho

wasdrinkingwine,sheintroducedmetoherandwe

hugged,IwenttotheKitchenforajuiceandPhilani

followedme..

Philani:"Weneedtotalk".



Me:"Ithinkwehavedoneenoughtalking".

Philani:"Youwillfindmeinyourroomnow".

OhGodnotagain,Ifollowedhimupstairs

Me:"Philaniwhat'swrongnow?".

Philani:"Everyoneislookingatyou,youneedto

changethatdress".

Ilookedathim

Me:"Doyouseehowyourangeriscomingout?".

Philani:"Sincewhendoyouwearweaves?".

Me:"Sincethedayyoudecidedtomakemeyour

punchingbag,areyoudone?".

Philani:"BabyI'msorry,youaresobeautifulvery

beautifulandithurtsmetoseealltheseman

undressyouwiththeireyes".

Me:"Arewedonehere?".

Philani:"BabyIneedyoubackhome".

Me:"Ineedsometimepleaseunderstand".

Philani:"OkMyLovebutcanIkissyou?".



Me:"Noyoucan't".

Philani:"Babycomeonjustalittlekiss".

Hesaidcomingcloserto,histouchohlord,histhe

onlypersonwhomakesmybloodrunfastwhenever

hetouchesme,hebitmybottomlip,hestarted

movinghislipsandIresponded,Ourlipsmoved

togetherinsync,Ithoughthewasgonnagofurther

buthestopped..

Philani:"Pleasecomehomewithmetonight".

Me:"Nothatwon'thappen,let'sgobackdownstairs".

Philani:"ComeonbabyI'llbringyoubackveryearly

inthemorningbeforemymomwakesup".

Me:"It'sstillaNo".

Philani:"IknowIdeservetobepunishedbutthisis

toomuch".

Me:"Let'sgobeforeyourmomcomeslookingfor

us".

Iopenedthedoorandhefollowedme,that'swhatI

want,Iwanthimtomissmeandrealizehowwrong

itwastobeatme,everyonewastalkingtoeach



otherandIwenttostandnexttoSaneleandPhe.

Sanele:"Hhaysisuyanyisaevenbigbro.Can'ttake

hiseyesoffyou,pleaseforgivehimnow".

Me:"NotnowSanele,Iwashimtosufferalittle".

Phe:"Ohtroubleinparadise".

Me:"What?".

OhAmanda,whatthehellwasshedoinghere,

PhilaniwasdrinkingwhiskeywithScebiandhis

momtalking,thegirljustwentstraighttothem,Mrs

MthethwahuggedherandIfeltsojealous.

Me:"Phegivemeyourglass".

Phe:"That'swhiskeynotwine".

Itookitinhishandanddrankallofit

Sanele:"Guyslet'sgotothegardenbecauseIcan

seethatsomeoneisnowangry".

Me:"Nowaitforme,waithere".

Phe:"Don'teventhinkaboutitPalesa".

Me:"WatchMe".



.

.

.

.

MybloodwasboilingIwentstraighttothemand

stoodnexttoPhilani

MrsMthethwa:"Ohyouarehere,AmandaI'msure

youalreadyknowPalesa".

Amanda:"AhhyesMa,it'sgoodtoseeyouPalesa,

Howareyou".

ShestretchedherhandtoshakeminebutIjust

lookedatit.

Me:"I'mMrsMthethwatoyou,pleaseexcuseus".

IdraggedPhilani'shand

Philani:"Babewasthatnecessary?".

Me:"Whatisshedoinghere"?

Philani:"Idon'tknowmymominvitedherbaby

pleasestopthis,there'snothinggoingonbetween



uswhatyousawtherewasjustamistake".

Me:"Thatwordagain'mistake'"

Philani:"ILoveyouonlyyou,juststopwithallthis".

Hekissedmyforeheadandwentbacktothem,tears

wantedtocomeoutbutIbitmycheektoholdthem

back,Itookaglassofwinefromthewaiter

Voice:"Whyabeautifulwomenisstandinghere

alone,mindifIjoinyou?".

Me:"Ifyouhavesorrowstodrinkaway,youareso

welcometojoin".

Him:"Boyfriendstress?".

Me:"It'smorethanthat,trustme".

Him:"I'mWalter".

Hetookouthishandtoshakemineandresponded

back

Me:"Palesa"

Walter:"Yourfaceisnotfamiliar,it'syourfirsttime

here?".



Me:"Yesitis".

Walter:"Thesemeetingsaresoboring,Ionlycame

hereforfood".

Me:"Hahathisisameeting?".

Walter:"Wellit'straditionwhererichbusiness

peoplemeetonceintwomonthsdiscussing

businessandthanaftertheydrinkexpensivealcohol

andeat".

Me:"Soyoustillgonnahaveameetinghere?".

Walter:"NothemeetingisfinishedandthankGod

forthat".

IsawScebicomingtous

Me:"Ohthat'sgood".

Scebi:"Walter".

Walter:"Howareyoumyguy?".

Scebi:"CanIborrowthisbeautifulladyforafew

minutes".

Walter:"Noproblem,I'llseeyoulaterPalesa".



Scebiheldmyhandandhetookthewineinmyhand

andgavemejuice.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Scebi:"Isawyoudrinkingaglassfullofwhiskey

thatyoutookfromPhe,youdon'tneedalcohol

anymore,whatwereyoutalkingaboutwithWalter?".

Me:"Nothing".

Scebi:"Itdidn'tlooklikenothingtomeandyou

shouldthankMomforbeinghereotherwiseWalter

wouldbeinhospitalnow".

Me:"Whatfor?".

Scebi:"Walterdiditonpurposetocometoyou,he

knowswhoyouareandhejustwantedtopissof

Philaniandtrustmetheyhavealonghistory".

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutPhilani,Whywouldhecare

aboutwhoItalktowhenheiswithhisgirlfriend?".

Scebi:"Let'sgotothem".

Itookaglassofwineandleftthejuiceandwestood

nexttothem,thisAmandagirlisjusttoomuchandI

hateher



Amanda:"Ididn'tknowthatyoudrink,Philanionce

toldmethathedoesn'tlikegirlswhodrink".

Ohherewegoagain!

Me:"Sothat'swhyyouarenotdrinkingnow?".

Amanda:"Nothat'snotwhatImeant".

Me:"Thanwhatisitthatyoumeant?".

Philani:"Palesawhat'swrongwithyou?".

Me:"What'swrongwithme?Ohwow!Whydon'tyou

askherwhat'swrongwithher?".

Philani:"Palesanotnowplease".

Me:"SonowI'mthebadpersonhere?I'msure

whatevershe'sgivingyouisgoodthatyoueven

forgetthatyouhavesomeone".

Phalani:"Pal-..."

Me:"Idon'twanttohearit".

ItookaglassofwhiskeyinScebi'shandanddrank

allofitandIgavehimhisglassbackandIleftthem

Walter:"Areyoucrying?".



Me:"YouknowsometimesIblamemyparentsfor

takingthatLobola,ittheydidn'tIwouldbeinmy

room,watchingTheNotebookforthe100thtime

andtheonlystressI'llhavewasgoingtobeformy

upcomingexamsonly".

Walter:"Palesayouarebeautifulandsmartdon't

allowanyonetotellyouotherwise".

Me:"Looksdon'tmeananything,iftheydomyman

wouldn'tbecheatingonme".

Walter:"Don'tcryPalesa,comehere".

Hehuggedmesotightandhiswarmthmademe

feelbetter,afterbreakingthehug,IsawWalter

fallingdown,Philanipunchedhim..

.

.

.
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Me:"Whattheareyoudoing?".

Philani:"Let'sgoupstairs".



Me:"I'mnotgoinganywherewithyou".

Philani:"DoIhavetorepeatmyself?".

Walter:"Shesaidshe'snotgoinganywherewith

you".

Philani:"IswearifIhearanotherwordcomingfrom

thatdirtymouthofyours,youwillregretit,I'mtalking

tomywifehere".

Walter:"Whatareyougoingtodo,huh,whatareyou

goingtodo?".

Istoodtherelikeafoolandeveryonewaslookingat

us,Waltertookoutagunandallthefourbrothers

excludingSaneletookoutthegunsandpointedat

Walter,Iwantedtosaysomethingbutthewords

couldn'tcomeout.

Walter:"Yourwomenwascryinghereyouasshole

andyouwerebusywithanothergirlinsteadof

comfortingher,youdon'tdeserveher,shedeserves

waybetterthanyou".

TwoguyscamebehindWalterandtookouttheir



guns,

Philani:"DoyourselfabigfavorWalterandgetout

ofherebeforeyouseeyourselfburiedinabackyard

alive".

Walter:"I'malsoaninvestor,I'mnotgoing

anywhere".

Philani:"Finekeepyourhandsoffmywomen,

brotherlet'sleavethisdog".

TheyloweredtheirgunsandMrsMthethwacalled

meandthemtothesittingroom.

MrsMthethwa:"Whathappenedwillneverever

happenagain,doyouhearme?".

Theyallagreed

MrsMthethwa:"Good".

Philani:"Palesalistenhereeveryonehereknows

thatyouaremywife,whatthehellwereyoudoing

huggingWalter?".

Scelo:"Palesawhatyoudidwaswrong,youdidn't

respectus".



Me:"I'mnotgoingtoapologiseifmaybethat'swhat

youwant".

Philani:"Pal-.."

Me:"PalesawhatPhilani?Irefusetobebullied

aroundbyyou,youwerebusywithyourgirlfriend

andyouexpectedmetobefinewiththat?Eversince

shecamehereyouwereafterherandyoueven

forgotthatI'mhere".

Scebi:"SoyouarejealousofAmanda".

Me:"Jealousofwho?There'snothingtobejealous

aboutbecauseI'mwaybetterthanher,Idon'tsleep

aroundwithmybossintheoffices,Ihavestandards,

ifshecanopenherlegsforyouanywherejustthink

abouthowmanypeopleshedoesthattoandnext

timetellyourbrotherstomindtheirownbusiness,

I'mdatingyounotthem..I'mdoneheregobackto

yourgirlfriend..beforeyoustartjudgingmeask

yourselfwhowould'vestayedafterfindingherman

nakedinhisofficewithhissecretary".

Ilefttheroomandwentupstairs,alcoholwasdoing

itpartandIfellasleep,Iwokeupinthemorningand



Ihadtogotoschoolbutmyheadwasheavy,I

bathedandtookmybooksandwentdownstairs,all

ofthemwereinthekitchen.

Me:"Morning".

Theyrespondedback,Isentmymomcallbacksand

myphonerang.

Me:"Mom".

Mom:"Howareyoumychild?".

Me:"I'mfineMa,I'mrunningshortofcashcanyou

pleasesendmesome,please".

Mom:"OkI'monmywaytowork,I'lltransferitwhen

Igetthere".

Me:"Okthanksbye".

Ihungup

Philani:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyoudon'thave

money?"

MrsMthethwa:"Whydoesshehavetotellyou?Isn't

yourresponsibilityashermantogiveher?".

Philani:"NoMabutsheshouldhavetoldme,Palesa



sometimesIdon'tknowhowyouthinkmaybemy

brotherswererightaboutyou,wejustrushedthings".

Ilookedathim,thosewordsreallybrokemyheart,I

justlookedatallofthemandwalkedout.

.

.

.
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MydaywasnotalrightIkeptthinkingaboutwhat

Philanisaid,doesthatmeanheishavingsecond

thoughtsaboutme?Nomatterhowmanytimeswe

fightbutIstillhaveasoftspotforhim,Ilovehim

morenowandIgetjealousbythelittlethingshe

does.IattendedallmyclassesandcalledKagiso

becauseIneededtoclearmyheadbuthetoldmehe

wasnotaround,thethoughtofgoingtothatplace



reallymademefeelworried,Iwentbackaftermy

classesandMrsMthethwawashome.

MrsMthethwa:"Whydoyoulooksoworried?".

Me:"It'snothingMaIjustneedtofetchmybookby

Philani'splace".

MrsMthethwa:"Soyouareworriedaboutthat?".

Me:"Notreally,it'sjustthathisbrothershateme

andIdon'tknowwhatIdidtothem,theonlypeople

whoarenicetomeisPheandSanelebuttheothers

aiyMa".

MrsMthethwa:"Iwantyoutorememberthis,if

SceloandScebihaveaproblemwithyou,it'stheir

problemnotyoursandpleasetellyourmantostop

discussingyoutohisbrothersyouaregonnaget

marriedtohim,nothisbrothers".

Me:"Asifitwasthateasyandwhathesaidhe

brokemyheart,whatifhehaschangedhismind

aboutme?".

MrsMthethwa:"Theonlypersonwhomaybesaid

thattohimisScelo,Idon'tknowwhathisproblem



buthedoesn'tbelieveinmarriagebecauseofhis

pastexperienceinhismarriage,maybehewantsto

protecthisbrothersbutdon'tworryeveryonehere

likesyouandthere'snothingnottolikeaboutyou".

Me:"ThankyouMa,IthinkIhavetogonow".

MrsMthethwa:"I'lltelloneofthedriverstotakeyou

there".

Me:"Thankyou".

IprayednottofindPhilanihome,thedriverdropped

meandwhenIgotinsidethehousetheclotheswere

alloverthecouchandhisworkuniform,Iwent

upstairs,thebedroomwasupsidedown,Isearched

formybookandfounditandwenttotheKitchen,

Philaniwastherecooking.

Me:"Hi".

Philani:"Hey,Ididn'thearyoucomingin".

Me:"Ijustcameformybook,areyoumovingout?".

Philani:"No,Why?".

Me:"Everythingisupsidedownhere,yourclothes".



Philani:"Ohthat,IwantedtowashmyclothesbutI

can'tusethiswashingmachineandIlostthe

manual".

Me:"Where'sthatgirlwhoworksforyou".

Philani:"Youtoldmetofireherremember?".

Me:"NoIdidn'tandbeforeherwhowascleaning

whenshewasonleave?".

Philani:"Shesenthercousinbutshewascleaning

parttime".

Me:"I'msorryIthinkyoushouldcallherbackhere,

I'mnothereanymoreandIoverreactedthatday,I

neverthoughtyouwillactuallyfireher".

Philani:"Noproblem".

Whyishethiscalm?Iknowmanyothersidesofhim

butnotthisone.

Me:"IcanrepayyoubyhelpingyoucleanandIknow

howtouseawashingmachine".

Philani:"Noyoudon'thaveto".

Me:"ButIwantto".



Iwenttothesittingandtookthewashingtothe

washingmachine

Philani:"I'lljustfinishupcooking".

Me:"Cool"

Itdidn'ttakelongtocleanthishousebecauseit

wasn'tdirty,itwasjustafewthingsthatneededto

beplacedintheirownplaces,otherwiseitwasclean.

Me:"IthinkIhavetogonow,I'mdone".

Philani:"Ain'tyoustayingforfood?".

Me:"No,I'lleatatyourmother'shouse".

Itookmybook

.

.

.

.

Philani:"ButPalesayoucan'tjustleavelikethat,

pleasecomebackhome,Imissyousomuch".

Me:"Philanipleasenotnow".



Philani:"Ifnotnowwhen?,weneedtofixthings,I

needtofixthingswithyou,Iamsorryforeverything".

Me:"Don'tyougettiredofapologizingeverytime?

Yousaidityourselfthatwerushedthingssowhat

moredoyouneedfromme?".

Philani:"Iwasunderpressure,Iwasn'tthinking,Iam

sorry".

Me:"Yourbrothershatesmeandyougavethemthe

satisfactionofhatingmemorewhenyousaidthat".

Philani:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo,babytellme

andI'lldoit".

Me:"'Ican'ttellyoutobreakyourrelationshipwith

yourbrothersbutIwantthemtoknowtheirplace".

Philani:"IamsorryforthatandeverythingthatIdid

mylove,Imaydoalotofthingsbutmyloveforyou

isonethingthatwillneverchange,pleasecome

back".

Me:"Iwasthinkingoflookingformyownplace,I

can'tcomeback,Ihavetothinkaboutit".

Philani:"Areyoubreakingupwithme?".



Me:"NoI'mnot,Ithinkweneedspacejusttothink

aboutwhatweexactlywant".

Philani:"Idon'tdothat,Idon'tdospaces,Iwantyou

andIknowthatsowhatdoIhavetothinkabout?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIcan'tcomeback".

Philani:"Palesaareyoubreakingupwithme?".

Me:"NoI'mnot,Ijustneedspace".

Philani:"That'swhatIdon'tunderstand,iteitheryou

lovemeoryoudon't,doyouloveme?".

Me:"IloveyoubutIca-.."

Philani:"That'swhatIneedtohear".

Me:"ButPhila-.."

Heclosedmymouthwithhishand,hegotcloserto

meandclosedthegapbetweenus,hismouthcame

closertomyearandwhispered.

Philani:"Iwon'tallowyoutoleavemethateasily,I

can'timaginemylifewithoutyou,yesI'mnotthe

romanticmanandIcan'tsaytherightthingsthat

youwanttohearbutonethingIknowisthatIlove



you,onlyyou".

Me:"PhilaniIneedt-.."

Hestoppedmebykissingmylips,weslowlykissed

andhebrokethekiss.

Philani:"Youweresaying?".

Thewordscouldn'tcomeout,hestartedkissingme

again,sopassionate,thatkisstoldmeathousand

words,Ididn'twantthekisstostop.Hetraileddown

toearandImoaned,hecarriedme,Mylegswere

aroundhiswaist,hewalkedfromtheKitchentothe

sittingroomwithoutbreakingthekiss,wewentto

thecouchandhewasontopofme,hekissedmy

necksoslow,Itriedtostophimbecauseofthe

pleasureIwasfeelingbuthedidn'tstop,Iwanted

moreofhim,myhandwasinhisbelt.

Philani:"Don'trush,relax,letmetakethelead".

Istoppedandminuteslaterwewereinhiscouch

naked,noonewastalkingwewerebothlisteningto

eachother'sheartbeat.

Me:"It'slatenowIneedtogo".



Philani:"Comeonbabypleasestayjustfortonight".

Me:"NoIcan't,yourmomisexpectingmeback

home".

Philani:"Babypleasedon'tsaythatagain,she'salso

yourmother".

Me:"Okbutlet'sgetdressed".

Philani:"OkI'lldriveyou".

Wegotdressedupandwetoldthedrivertogoback,

poorguy,Ievenforgotthathewaswaitingforme

outside,Philanidrovemetohismother'shouseand

hismomwaswatchingtv.

MrsMthethwa:"Ithoughtyouarenotcomingback

anymore".

Me:"No,Icouldn'tfindthebook".

MrsMthethwa:"Forthreehours?".

Philani:"Iforgotwhereitwassowewerebusy

lookingforit".

MrsMthethwa:"Youwerelookingforitwhere?".

Godthiswomen,IlookedatPhilaniandLordhis



pantswerebackwards,Ifeltsoembarrassed

MrsMthethwa:"SoItakeitthatyoufixedthings".

Me:"No".

Philani:"Ma".

MrsMthethwa:"Hmmok,I'llbeinmyroomifyou

needanything".

Philani:"I'mlazytogobackhomecanIstayforthe

night?".

Ilookedathimindisbelief

MrsMthethwa:"Soyouleftyourhouseandyou

wanttofinishithereinmyhouse?".

Philani:"FinishwhatMa?Wedidn'tdoanything".

MrsMthethwa:"Finishlookingforthebookofcause,

wasn'tthatwhatyouweredoinginyourhouse".

Me:"Philaniisnotstayingheretonight,don'tworry

Ma".

Philani:"Whynot?".

Me:"Becauseyouarenot".



MrsMthethwa:"Don'tworry,Philaniyouwillsleepin

theguestroomthatisnexttomyroom".

Philani:"What?".

MrsMthethwa:"Isthereanythingwrong".

Philani:"NoMa".

MrsMthethwa:"Good,sonexttimewhenyou

decidetolookforabookdon'tforgettowearyour

pantsproperlyandPalesayouneedtousemake-up

inthoselovebites(Hickeys)".

.

.

.

Iknowit'sshortbutit'sbetterthannothingatall,

right?
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Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithPhilani'smombutI

likeherpersonality,Ileftthemandwentupstairsfor

aquickshower,Philanicamein.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Philani:"SoI'mnotevenallowedtocomenearyou

inthishouse?".

Me:"Nowhatifyourmomcomes?Godownstairs

I'malsocomingforsupper"'

Philani:"Okcool".

Heisnowactinglikeathreeyearoldkidwhofollows

youaroundwhenyoupromisedtogivehimsweets

butIdidn'tpromisePhilanianything,Iwenttothe

Kitchen.

Philani:"Youdidn'twanttoeatmyfoodbutyouare

eatinghere".

Me:"Don'tbesuchababy,youhavetocookagain

andinviteme".



Philani:"No,I'llnevercookforawomen".

Me:"Whynot?".

Philani:"I'mtheheadofthehouseandcookingis

forwomennotmeanddon'targuewithmeforthat".

Me:"MxmZuluman".

Philani:"Andproud".

Me:"SoonI'llfinishmyexamsIthinkIneedtogo

home".

Philani:"We'llgoforoneweekendthancomeback".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean,we?".

Philani:"YouaremywifeIwillgowithyouthanwe'll

comeback".

Me:"Youarestartingagain,Whydoyoualways

havetoruinmymood".

Philani:"Youjustrunawayfromthetruththat'sall

butbabythat'showitisandyouneedtocomeback

home".

Me:"Herewegoagain".



Philani:"Butwe'lltalkaboutitlater,canIsleepwith

youtonight?".

Me:"Noyou'renot".

Philani:"ButIalwayssleepbetterwhenI'mwithyou

pleasesthandwasam'".

Me:"IsaidnoandpleasegivemeyourplateIwant

towashit".

Iwashedthedishesandwenttomyroom,Itried

sleepingbutIcouldn'tsleepknowingthatPhilaniis

intheotherroom,Iwokeupandtiptoe'dtothe

roomhewassleepingin,Iopenedthedoorandgot

in,Ipulledtheblanketsandhoppedin.

Philani:"Iknewthatyoualsocan'tsleepwithout

me".

Me:"Pleasedon'tfeelsospecial".

Philani:"Hahacomehere".

WhenIwokeupItookPhilani'sphoneandchecked

thetimeGodIwasgoingtobelateforschoolIover

slept,IwenttomyroomtogetreadyforschoolandI

wenttotheKitchenforsomethingtoeat.



MrsMthethwa:"Shouldn'tyoubeatschool?".

Me:"IshouldbutIoverslept,atleastwearestarting

ourexamsnextweek".

MrsMthethwa:"OhIsee,Ithinkyoushouldgoback

toyourhousenow".

Me:"ButwhyI'mstillenjoyingithere".

MrsMthethwa:"MyBabyyouarenotenjoying,here

wecan'tgiveyoueverythingthatyouneed,Philani

haseverythingyouneed".

Godthiswomenisastraighttalker,yesterdayIslept

inPhilani'sroombecauseImissedhimsomuchbut

howdoessheknowthatIsleptthere?WasImaking

toomuchnoiseatnight?OhNo..

Me:"YeahIthinkit'sagoodidea,I'lltellPhilanito

packmyclothesandgowiththem".

MrsMthethwa:"Onemorething,Idon'teverwantto

seeyouleavingyourhouse,thatisyourhouseand

NoOnecantellyouotherwiseinthathouse,doyou

hearme?".

Me:"Ihearyou".



MrsMthethwa:"Good,don'tworryI'lltellPhilanito

gowithyourbags".

Me:"Thankyou".

Itookthefruitsandwenttoschool,thedaywasjust

normalbutIhadlotofrevisiontodo,Ilikedoingmy

schoolworkatthelibraryaftermyclassesbecauseI

don'twanttostressmyselftoomuchaboutthe

undoneschoolwork,IwenthomeandPhilanihad

alreadyleftforwork,untilnowIdon'tunderstand

whyisheworkingasapoliceman,thefoodthat

Philanicookedwasstillthereandheisagreat

cookerIdon'tknowwhyhehatesit,Iwatchedtvand

wenttobed..someoneknockedonthebedroom

doorandwhenIopeneditwasScebi..

Scebi:"Makotiputonyourclothes,wearegoing".

Me:"Goingwhere?".

Scebi:"Stopaskingquestions,befast".

IworemytracksuitandtakkiesandIfollowedhim,

wewenttotheiroffices,Philaniwasalsothere

wearinghisPoliceuniform..



Philani:"IaskedScebitocomewithyou,areyou

alright?".

Me:"YeahI'mgood,what'sgoingon,Whywakeme

upinthemiddleofthenight".

Philani:"I'msorryforthatMylovebutyoucansleep

inthiscouch,Iwantedyouherewithme".

.

.

.

.

Scelo:"Sowhatdowedonow?".

Philani:"IwillspeaktothePoliceinNewcastle,they

wilfindsomething".

MrsMthethwa:"ButwhenPhilani?Bothmyson's

aremissingandyouaretellingmeaboutthe

Police?".

Scebi:"Ithinkthisispersonal,theystoppedour

taxisintheN3taxirouteandeveryoneknowsthat,



thatrouteisalsooursandnowPheandSaneleare

missing".

Philani:"WeneedtogotoKznnow".

MrsMthethwa:"I'mcomingwithyou".

Philani:"Mayouarenotcoming,wedon'tknow

whatthesepeopleareplanning".

MrsMthethwa:"I'myourMotheryoucan'ttellme

whattodo;".

Ilookedatthemconfused,itwasliketheywere

speakinginaforeignlanguage.

Scebi:"Weneedtotalktothetaxiassociationfirst

beforewegohome,wecan'tjustdothingsonour

own".

Theyagreedandnooneslept,I'mtheonlyonewho

hadanofficecouchtosleepon,Ididn'twanttoask

somanyquestionsbecauseeveryonelookedvery

stressed.

Philani:"Areyouokay?".

Me:"No,what'sgoingon?".



Philani:"PheandSanelearemissing,thetaxithey

weredrivingwasfoundonthesideoftheroadbut

theywerenotthereandourtaxisareoutinthetaxi

route".

Me:"Butwhowoulddosuchathing?".

Philani:"Wedon'tknowbutonceyouownataxijust

knowthatyouwillhavesomanyenemies,Ididn't

wanttoleaveyoualoneathome,Sanelewas

supposedtocometonightbutthishappened".

Me:"It'sfinebutIdidn'tmindsleepingalone".

MrsMthethwa:"Ithinkwehavetogotomyhouse

thaninthemorningyouwillallgototheassociation".

Welefttheofficesandwenttoherhouse,itwas

almostfourinthemorning,wewenttobedand

whenIwokeupPhilaniwasn'tthere,Icheckedthe

timeanditwasteninthemorning,Iwentdownstairs.

MrsMthethwa:"Whyareyouup?Wesleptverylate

gobacktobed".

Me:"WhereisPhilani".

MrsMthethwa:"TheyareontheirwaytoNewcastle".



Me:"ButMadoyouthinktheywillbesafe?".

MrsMthethwa:"Theywillbe".

Shedidn'tsoundconvincing,Istayedinthelounge

watchingtvbutIthinkitwaswatchingmebecause

mymindwasn'teventhere,Iwasthinkingof

Philani...SaneleandPhedoesn'tdeservetobe

harmed,theyarethemostfriendlypeopleever,I

sleptinthecouchandwokeupagainbuttherewas

nosignofthem.

MrsMthethwa:"Youneedtobathandeattheyare

fine".

Me:"Youspoketothem?".

MrsMthethwa:"YesnowGobathyoudon'twant

Philanitoseeyoulikethis".

Iwashappy,Itookaverylongshowerandchanged

tomyclothesthatPhilanileft,Iateandwaitedfor

thembuttherewasnosign,itwaslatethanI

decidedtogotobed,Iwaswokenupbysomeone

gettinginsidetheblanket..

Me:"Youareback".



Philani:"Mymomsaidyoudidn'twannaeattoday

pleasedon'teverdothatyourself".

Me:"Iwasworriedaboutyou".

Philani:"Butstill,don'teverstarveyourself,ok?".

Hesaidthatkissingme,everytimewegetintimateit

feelssospecialbutthistimeitwasmorethanthat,

somanyemotionswereinvolved,wecuddledandI

washappytoseehimbackhome.

Philani:"Baby".

Me:"Hmm".

Philani:"DoyourememberwhenItoldyouthatyou

aretheonlythingthatmakessenseinmylife?".

Me:"YesIremember".

Philani:"Don'teverforgetthatandwhenI'mno

longerherepleasedon'tforgetthatIloveyou,Ilove

yousomuchPalesaandIcan'timaginemylife

withoutyou".

Me:"Whatswrong,didsomethinghappen?".

Philani:"Alothappenedmylovebutlet'snotworry



aboutit,let'ssleep".

Thewaywemadelovetoldmeathousandwords

andnowthisbutmaybeIwasjustoverthinking,I

cuddledinhisarmsanddriftedtosleep,ohLordI

lovehim,whenIgotupIfoundeveryoneinthe

kitchenassoonastheysawmetheykeptquietand

lookedatme.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Goodmorning".

TheygreetedmebackandIcouldseethat

somethingwasup.

Philani:"Palesaafteryou'vefinishedeating,Iwill

takeyouhome,Ijustspoketoyourparentsandthey

don'thaveaproblem".

Me:"Idon'tunderstand".

Philani:"Ithinkyoushouldgohomeandvisityour



parents".

Me:"Why?".

Helookeddown

Me:"Areyoubreakingupwithme,isthishowyou

wannagetridofme?".

Philani:"No,it'snotlikethat".

Scelo:"Palesa,we-.."

Me:"Ohyourbrothersagain?AmIdatingyouoryour

brothers?SoitwastheirideathatIshouldgo

home?".

Scebi:"Palesathisisforyourownsafety,wearenot

gettingridofyou,youareoursisternowanditwill

killusifsomethingbadhappenstoyou,it'sjustfora

fewdays".

Philani:"Ifshedoesn'twanttogoshewon't".

MrsMthethwa:"ButPhilaniwetalkedaboutthis".

Philani:"AndIchangedmymind,she'smywife".

MrsMthethwa:"Okwehearyou".



WewenttoourhouseandPhilanitookaverylong

shower,Iwasinthebedroompreparingtobath..

Me:"Philaniwhatareyouhidingfromme?".

Philani:"Ifuckedup,yesterdaywhenwewentto

lookformybrothers,itendedupprettybad,Ishot

thetaxiownerfromNkandlaandthosepeopleare

verydangerous".

Me:"Ishedead?".

Philani:"Wedon'tknowbutourlivesareindanger

thosepeopledon'tmindcominghereandshooting

allofus,Iknowthemmyfatheroncedealtwith

thembuttheywerescaredofhimandrespectedhim,

myfatherwasaveryrespectedperson".

Me:"That'swhyyouwantedmetogohome?But

PhilaniIcan'tleaveknowingthatyourlifeisin

danger".

Philani:"Youdon'thavetoleave,nothingwillhappen

toyou,usZuluswedon'tkillwomeniftheytargeted

me,itwillbemenotyou".

Me:"ButIdon'tunderstandanyofthis,Whydidthey



kidnapPheandSaneleandwhywerethetaxistaken

outoftheroute?".

Philani:"It'salongstorymylovebutlet'sjustnot

talkaboutthisnow,I'mnotgoingtowork,Ijustwant

toforgetabouteverythingandbewithyou,being

withyoumakeseverythingbetterIloveyouMbali

yami".

Me:"OkIloveyoumore,sowhydon'tyoucookfor

metoday?".

Philani:"Nothatwillneverhappen".

Me:"Pleasejusttoday".

Philani:"Let'sbothcookcozI'llneverseetheendof

this".

Ifinishedbathingandwestartedcooking..

Philani:"Mydadlovedgrilledmeat".

Me:"That'swhyyoualsoloveit,Howwashelike?".

Philani:"hewasaverygoodmanbuthardonus.He

wantedustogetmarriedbeforehedied".

Me:"Isawhispicturesyoulooklikehim".



Philani:"Iusedtogetthatalotandthehardestthing

wastoburyhiminashes".

Me:"Thecarburntintheaccident?".

Philani:"Yeptonorecognitionandhisasheswere

mixedwiththecarsashessoitwasthehardest

thingwehadtogothroughandalsolosingbothmy

sister'sbutatleasttheirbodiesdidn'tcaughtthefire,

soonwehavetodotheunveilingcozintwomonths

itwillbeayearsincetheirpassing".

Me:"I'msorrythatyouhadtogothroughallthatlets

nottalkaboutit,herepealthesecarrots".

Wefinishedcookingandwehadamostbeautiful

dayever,weenjoyedeachother'scompany,the

followingdayIhadtogotothelibrarytostudysince

onTuesdayIwasstartingmyexams.Iwenttothe

librarybutIstartedatMcDonald'sforbreakfast.

.

.

.

.



Voice:"ThebeautifulPalesa,mindifIjoinyou?".

Me:"Walter!Pleasetakeasit".

Walter:"Thankyou,howhaveyoubeen?".

Me:"GoodthanksandI'msorryaboutwhat

happenedtheotherday".

Walter:"Itwasn'tyourfault,I'mjustgladtoseeyou

notcrying".

Me:"Yeahandthankyou".

Walter:"Noproblem,Iknowwhatyourfamilyis

goingthroughandIkindoflikefeelsorryforthem".

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

Walter:"Theyoungbrothers,thetaxisandthe

Nkandlataxiowner,IknoweverythingPalesa".

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout".

Walter:"That'snotmyproblem,Theirlivesarein

danger,includingPhilani'slifebutyoucansave

them".

Me:"WhatareyoutalkingaboutWalter?".



Walter:"There'sanenvelopthatIneed,it'sabig

brownoneandoutsideitiswrittenconfidential,that

envelopisinMrsMthethwa'shouseinthesafe,so

figureoutthepinandgivemethatenvelopthanyour

familywillbefreefromdanger".

Me:"Ifyouwantthatenvelopwhydon'tyoutalkto

themyourself?".

Walter:"TheMthethwafamilyissostubbornthey

wouldn'tgiveittomebecausetheyknowwhat's

insidethatenvelop".

Me:"Sorryyoucametothewrongperson".

Walter:"Youknowwehavebeenfollowingyouall

thewholeday,howdoyouthinkIknewthatyouare

here?AndyourPhilaniisbeingfollowedbyjustone

calltheycanshoothim,sodecide".

Me:"Ithoughtyouwerenice".

Walter:"Iam..that'swhyIwanttosaveyourfamily,

soifyoudon'twanttoseeyourhusbandinthe

hospitalbedgotothathouseandgivemethe

envelop,thisisoursecret,don'ttellanyonenoteven

Philani".



Me:"WalterIwillneverli-..".

Walter:"I'mgivingyouthreedaysPalesa".

Hestoodupandleft

.
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OnethingIdon'tneedrightnowisstress,tomorrow

I'mstartingmyexamsandalreadyI'mstressed

aboutsomethingwhichisn'tpartofmyschoolwork,

Iwenttothelibraryandstudiedthenwenthome,I

can'tbetraytheMthethwa'slikethat,Iampartof

theirfamilyandIlovePhilanisomuch.Icookedand

wenttomybedroomtostudyagain.



Philani:"MyLove".

Me:"Hmm".

Philani:"I'mhungry,canyoudishforme?".

Me:"Philanican'tyouseethatI'mbusystudying".

Philani:"OhWow!".

Hewentoutoftheroom,Ididn'tmeantoberudeto

himbutseriouslyIwasbusy,Iputasidemybooks

andrestedabit,GodwhatWaltersaidwasreally

drivingmecrazyandIdidn'twanttoworryPhilani

becausehewasgoingthroughalotlately

Philani:"Whatswrong?".

Me:"NothingI'mjustworriedabouttheexams".

Philani:"Don'tworrytoomuchyouwillpassIbelieve

inyou".

Me:"Howseverythinggoing?Imeanthetaxithing?".

Philani:"It'sstillquietbutthetaxisarenotbackon

therouteyet,babywearelosingmoney".

Me:"Istheremaybesomethingyoucando?".



Philani:"Wearestilltryingbutnothingishappening

atthemoment,babytheNkandlaguysmightcome

forme,Iamnotsafe".

Me:"Howsureareyou?".

Philani:"Theyburnedtwotaxisandthatisasignbut

don'tworrynothingwillhappentoyou,whatever

happenstomejustneverforgetthatIloveyou".

Me:"Philanipleasedon'ttalklikethat".

Philani:"Mbaliyamisometimeswehavetoface

reality,thishouseandeverythingthatIhavewillbe

yours,Itoldmymomtoday,wecan'tfightthose

guysmybrotherswantedtofightthembutIcan't

puttheirlivesindangerbecauseofwhatIdid.I

knowit'shardbutIwon'tfightthembutsinceyou

arebusywithyourexamsIcan'ttellyoutogoback

toyourparentshouse,youcanstayatKagiso's

houseorI'llrentyouahotelnexttoyourschool,until

allthisisover".

Me:"ButPhilanihowcanyousaysomethinglike

that?Iamnotgoinganywhere,Ican'tliveyouhere".

Philani:"MyLovethistimeImessedwiththewrong



people,therealtruthis,theguyIshotdidn'tmakeit,

hedied.Thesepeoplewon'tstopuntiltheypay

revenge".

Me:"ButstillI'mnotgoinganywhere".

Philani:"Mbalenhledon'tbestubborn,youneedto

go,hereyouarenotsafe".

Icried,IwassohurtthatIcouldn'tevenstopmyself..

Philani:"Pleasedon'tcryyouarehurtingme".

WecuddledandIcouldn'timaginemyselfwithout

Philani,heismyfirsttrueloveandIcan'tlosehim,

wefellasleep,Ididn'teveneat.Iwenttoschooland

myfirstpaperwentverywell,afterschoolIreceived

acallfromanunknownnumber..

Me:"Hello".

Voice:"Howwasyourpaper?".

Me:"Walterwhatdoyouwant?".

Walter:"Itwasn'tgoodIguess,Palesayouhavetwo

daysnowandcallmeonthesenumberswhenyou

havetheenvelop".



Me:"Walterleavemethehellalone".

Walter:"OkI'llseeyouintwodays,ByePali".

Thisguyissoannoying,Iwenthomestressed,what

PhilanisaidreallyscaredmeandIthinki'ddo

anythingtoseehimalivewithme,Itoldthedriverto

drivetoMrsMthethwa'shouse,IfoundNandipha.

Me:"HeyNandipha".

Nandipha:"Heysisihowareyou?".

Me:"I'mgoodwhere'sMa?".

Nandipha:"ShewenttothemeetingbutI'msureshe

willbebacknow".

Me:"OkIforgotmyJeanheresoI'lljustgoupand

takeit".

Nandipha:"IfyouneedanythingIwillbehere".

Iwentupstairsnervousmyheartwasbeatingfast,

I'lldoanythingtoseePhilanialivebutdoesthat

meanstealingfromhisownfamily?IwenttoMrs

Mthethwa'sroomandicouldn'tseethesafe,I

lookedeverywhere..Iremovedthepictureofherand

herhusbandonthewallandthereitwas,Itried



differentcodesbutIcouldn'tfigurethemout,Itried

theyearofwhichherhusbanddiedonanditwent

through,thesafehadlotsofmoneybutIjusttook

theenvelopandputeverythingbackthewayitwas.

Iputtheenvelopinsidemybagandwenttothe

bedroomIusedthetimeIwasthereformyJean,I

wasn'tatease,IsaidmygoodbyestoNandipha,I

tookmyphoneanddialedWalter'snumber.

.

.

.

.

Walter:"Pali".

Me:"MynameisPalesa..let'smeettomorrowat

McDonald's".

Walter:"Good".

GodwillforgivemeforwhatIwasabouttodo,

PhilaniwasatworkandthefollowingdayIhadone

paperstowritebutfirstIwantedtomeetWalter,I

didn'tcookbecausewehadleftoversandPhilani



wasatworksoitwasonlymeandSanelewhowere

goingtoeat,thewayIwasfeelingnervousIcouldn't

eveneat,IjuststudieduntilIfellasleep,Philani

camehomearoundseveninthemorningfromwork

andthattimeIwasrushingtomeetWalter,Iwaited

forhimatMcDonald'sandhecameinhisexpensive

suit.

Walter:"Pali,Pali,Paliwhythelongface?

Me:"Walterwearenotfriends,beforeIgiveyouthe

envelophowsureamIthatMyfamilyissafe?".

Walter:"I'mthemanofmywordsPalesa,giveme

theenvelopandeveryonewillbehappy".

Islowlytookouttheenvelopandgaveittohim.

Walter:"IknewthatIcantrustyou,goodluckwith

yourpaper".

Me:"WhatwillhappentoPhilani?".

Walter:"AsIsaidI'mthemanofmywords".

Idon'tknowbutIcouldn'tbelievehim,Iwrotemy

paper,everythingwentwellbutitkilledmeeveryday

tolietoPhilani,hemaynotbeperfectbuthedidn't



deservetobeliedto,everythingwasquiet,Philani's

policejobwasdoingwellandIfinishedmyexamsin

peace.

Philani:"MymomcalledusandIdon'twanttogo

therebutitsoundedserious".

Me:"Comeondon'tbesuchababy,let'sgo".

Philani:"Oksthandwasam'.

Iwasdonewithmyexams,Philanididn'twantmeto

gohomebutpromisedthatwewillvisitmyfamily

overtheweekend,werefreshedandwenttohis

mother'shouse,hisbrotherswerealsothere,she

calledtheworkersandus,shewasseriousnot

smiling,shewasn'ttheusualMrsMthethwathatI

know.

.

.

.

.

MrsMthethwa:"Oneofyouopenedmysafeand

tooksomethingthatdoesn'tbelongtothem,Iwantit



back".

Wealllookedateachothermyheartwasbeating

veryfast,Iwantedthefloortoopenandswallowme.

Shetookoutagunandstartedtalkingpointingitat

us..

MrsMthethwa:"Thatpersonknowstheinsandout

ofthishouse,Iwon'trepeatmyself,Iwantthat

envelopnow!".

Scelo:"ButMa-".

MrsMthethwa:"Don'tMame,Ineedthatenvelop

now".

Shelookedatusandnoonespoke,Isqueezed

Philani'shandandhelookedatmeandshookhis

head,itwaslikehecanreadmymind.

MrsMthethwa:"Oksincenoonewantstotalk,Iwill

makeyoualltalk".

Shestoodupandpouredherselfaglassofwhiskey

thanshedisappeared.

Me:"Phi-.."

Philani:"Don't!".



MrsMthethwacamebackwithasjambok..

Philani:"MaI'mtheonewhotooktheenvelop".

Wealllookedathim,Icouldn'tbelievethathedid

thatforme..

MrsMthethwa:"Whatdidyousay?".

Philani:"I-Itookit".

MrsMthethwa:"What?MyownSonstolefromme,

PhilaniItrustedyouwithmyownlife,why?Philani

why?".

Philani:"MomIdon'tknowbuti-.."

MrsMthethwa:"Youdon'tknow?Youstealfromme

andthanyoutellmethatyoudon'tknow?Idon't

carethatyouaremysonIcanshootyourighthere,

rightnow!".

Scelo:"MaNoo!,wearefamilylet'snotallowanger

tocontrolus,letPhilaniexplainMa".

Scelotookthegunfromherhands..

MrsMthethwa:"MyownSonstolefrommeandyou

aretellingmenottoallowangertocontrolme?



PhilaniIwantthatenvelopbackandjustknowthat

fromnowonyouarenolongermySon".

Philani:"ComeonMayoucan'tdothat".

MrsMthethwa:"Ijustdid,getthehelloutofmy

house".

Philanilookedathismomonemoretimeand

startedwalking

Me:"Philaniwait!Ican'twatchyouruinyour

relationshipwithyourmotherbecauseofme,Ididit,

I'mtheonewhotooktheenvelop,Walter-Walter

toldmethatifIgivehimtheenvelopPhilaniwillbe

safe

Andeverythingwillbefine,Ididthattoprotect

PhilaniIcouldn'tlosehim,Ican'tlosehim.Soif

there'sanyoneyoushouldpunishismenotPhilani.

HeisyourSon,youcan'treplaceasonbutyoucan

replaceadaughterinlaw".

Shelookedatmeindisgust

MrsMthethwa:"Philanitakeyourthiefoutofmy

house".



Tearswerecomingout,whenIlookedatPhilanihe

wassittingonthefloorhishandscoveringhisface,I

passedhimandrequestedanubber,Iwaitedforit

outsidecrying,itcameandIpayedforitwhenIgot

home.Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Istartedpackingmy

bagscozIknewthatmymarriagewasover,Philani

cameandstoodonthesideofthebedroomdoor

foldinghishandsinhischestandhiseyeswerered,

hewaslookingatme..

Philani:"Whereareyougoing?".

Me:"Home".

Philani:"Iknowthatyouwantedtoprotectmebut

whydidyoulietome?Ithurtsthatmyownwife

doesn'ttrustme".

Me:"Iwantedtoprotectyou".

Philani:"ButPalesaprotectmebystealingfrommy

family,ourfamilyandlying,doyouknowhowangry

mymomis?".

Me:"IknowbutI'msorry,Ididn'thaveachoice

Philani".



Philani:"Idon'tknowwhattosay,Palesayoureally

disappointedme".

Hewenttothecupboardandtookoutabox

Philani:"Ihadthisringspeciallymadeforyou,this

ringhastwentyoneoriginaldiamonds,number

twentyoneisveryspecialtome.PalesawhenIfirst

cametoyourplacewoundedthedatewasthe21st,I

fellinlovewithyouatfirstsight,Ipaidlobolaforyou

andalsofirstsleptwithyouonyour21stbirthday,

twentyoneisreallyspecialtome.Iwasgoingto

officiallyproposetoyouonthetwentyfirstofthis

month,youcantakethisringwithyouIwon'tneedit

becauseImadeitforyou".

Icouldn'tstopmytearsfromcomingout

Me:"PhilaniIamsorry,Iamreallysorryplease

forgiveme,don'tbeangryatme".

Philani:"Iamnotangryatyou,I'mjustdisappointed.

Youdon'thavetoleavetoday,thisisalsoyourhouse,

I'mtheonewhoisgoingtomoveout".

Me:"NoPhilanithisisyourhouse,I'mgoingback

home".



Hedidn'targuewithme,hejustlefttheroom..

.
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Theworstthingthatcanhappeninyourlifeiswhen

someoneyoulovefeelsbetrayedbyyou,Iknowthat

IhideverythingfromhimbutIneverevenonce

thoughtoftheconsequencesyesIdidbelievewhen

Waltertoldmethathewillmakeeverything

disappearbutifIdidtelltheMthethwa'swerethey

gonnabelieveWalter?Iwaswronginmakingthe

decisionsalonebutwhat'sdoneisdone,thewhat

if'sandcould've'swon'thelpanymore.Ihadmoney



onmybankaccountbecauseIwasn'tusingmy

scholarshipallowanceanymore,Thehousehad

everythingIneededandIwasdriventoschoolsoI

hadenoughmoneytotakemehome..Irequestedan

ubbertotakemetowonderasscozthat'swhere

Daveytontaxisare,Igotinsidethetaxiandwaited

untilitwasfullthanitdrovetodaveyton,Iarrived

homeandtherewasnoonethehousewaslocked

butluckilythegatewasn'tlocked,Iwaitedoutsidein

theverandathewayIwassoheartbrokenIfeltlike

myworldhasreacheditend,Iusedmyhuge

suitcaseasthepillowandfellasleep..

Voice:"Palesa!Whyareyousleepingoutside?".

Me:"I'msorryMa,thedoorsarelocked".

Mom:"I'msorrymybaby,whydidn'tyoutellusthat

youarecominghome".

Me:"Askieshleemama,IthoughtIwasgonnafind

Kamohome".

Mom:"Letmehelpyouwithyourbags,Kamowent

toyourfather'sofficetheyhaveafunctionsoI

couldn'tgothat'swhyIaskedKamotogowithhim".



Me:"OkMa".

WegotinsideandIwentstraighttomybedroom,I

keptoncheckingmyphonethinkingthatmaybemy

dearhusbandhascalledbuttherewerenomissed

callsofhim,Ifelttearscomingout..

Mom:"Palesawhat'swrong?".

IbrokedownIcouldn'tevenhelpmyselfandshe

huggedme,Icontinuedcryinginherchest

Me:"It'sovermamaitover,hehatesme".

Mom:"Ohmybabypleasedon'tcrylikethisPaliya

mama,calmdownngwanaka".

Me:"Iruinedeverythingandnowit'sover,mamaI

lovehimIlovehimsomuch,it'shardIdon'tthink

thatI'lleveracceptthis,Ithurtsmamaithurts".

Mom:"It'soktocry,cryallyoursorrowsout,I'm

rightheremychild,Mamaisheremybaby".

Icrieduntilmyheadstartedhurting..

Me:"Ineedtosleep".

Mom:"Okifthere'sanythingyouneedjustsenda



callbackIwillcometoyourroom".

Me:"ThankyouMa".

Mom:"Anythingforyoumychild".

ItriedsleepingbutIcouldn't,Iwokeupandwentto

thebathroom,Ipreparedmyselfabubblebath,I

relaxedandcameoutwhenthewaterwasstarting

tobecold.Bathingreallyhelpsbutitdoesn'ttakethe

heartbreakaway,Iworemypajamasandwentto

thesittingroom.

Kamo:"Heysiswhydidn'tyoutellmeyouare

cominghome,Iwantedtocometoyourroombut

momstoppedme".

Me:"I'msorryitwasn'tplanned,didyoupassthis

term?".

Kamo:"YeahIdid".

Dad:"Kamogelopleaseexcuseus,weneedtotalk

toyoursister".

Kamowenttoherbedroom

Dad:"WhatdidthatZuluguydidtoyou?Iswearif-.."



Me:"Dad,hedidn'tdoanythingI'mtheonewho

ruinedeverything".

Dad:"Palesadidyoucheat?".

Me:"PapaNo,Iwouldnevercheatonhim,ImeanI

wasn'tcheatingonhim".

Dad:"Thanwhathappened?".

Me:"ItsomethingelseandIdon'twanttotalkabout

itnow".

Mom:"Mokwenaifshe'snotcomfortableintalking

aboutit,letherbe".

Me:"Thankyoumom".

Mompreparedsupperandweate,myparents

forcedmetoeat,mybrotheralsojoinedusfor

supperthanIwenttomybedroom.

.

.

.

.



Kamo:"I'msleepingwithyoutonight".

Me:"ThankssisbutIneedtobealone".

Kamo:"Goodcozyouwon'tevenfeelthatI'mhere".

Me:"Kamogelo!".

Kamo:"StillI'mnotleaving".

Me:"Godyou'resostubborn".

Kamo:"I'lltakethatasacomplimentbecause

Junioralsosaysthesame".

Me:"AndwhoisJunior?".

Kamo:"MyCrush".

Me:"YourCru-what?Kamogeloyouarestillyoung

forboys,finishschoolfirstandthanyouwillStart

dating".

Kamo:"ButI'mSixteen".

Me:"So?".

Kamo:"PalesalookIknowthatyoumeanwelland

youaremysisterIloveyousomuchbutIdon'twant

myhighschoollifetobeasboringasyours".



Me:"OhGodthischild,myhighschoollifewasn't

boring".

Kamo:"Tellthattosomeonewhodoesn'tknow,all

thehotguyswerealloveryoubutyoudidn'tdatenot

evenone".

Me:"Whichhotguys".

Kamo:"LikePrincewhostaysnexttothecarwash,

Princewashotandheisevenmorehotnow,he

drivesagolf7now".

Me:"Princeisafatherofthreewiththreedifferent

babymamaswhoarenowsinglemothersifIdated

himmaybeIwould'vebeenbabymamanumber

four".

Kamo:"Buthe'sstillhot,oknextoneisThabang".

Me:"Thabangfromnextdoor?".

Kamo:"YahandhestilltalksaboutyoueverytimeI

seehim".

Me:"Hemaybecutebuthe'sjusttoosoftforme,

daaimankarekechappiesnjeandIdon'teveneat

chappies".



Kamo:"Hahahayewwbutatleastyougotyourselfa

world'shottestman,didyouseehowthegirlswere

droolingoverPhilanionyourbirthday?".

Me:"Okthat'sit,Gotoyourbedroom".

Kamo:"Butsis-"

Me:"KamogeloIneedtosleepnow".

Kamo:"Idon'tknowwhatIdidtodeservesucha

boringsister".

Me:"IloveyoutooKamo".

Kamo:"Mmxm".

IlovehertoobitsbutIdon'twanttotalkabout

Philani,Ihavecriedenough.Ifellasleepeventhough

Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutPhilani,beingathome

madeeverythingalilbetter,MyBrotherwasmoving

out,hewasgonnarentaflatinBenoniandKagiso

wasmovinginwithhim,IaskedKagisotogiveme

hisflatsincehe'llbestayingwithmybrotherandmy

parentsagreedtopaymyrent,Ideletedeverything

thathadtodowithPhilani,theschoolswereopening

soIhadtogobacktoschool..Isettleddowninthe



newflatandIwaswaitingformyclassesto

commencebecauseIarrivedtwodaysbeforeschool

started.

Iwaswatchingtvandmyphonerang.

Me:"Hello".

Voice:"MayIspeaktoPalesa".

Me:"Speaking".

Voice:"MeetmeatKfctheonethatisnexttoBree

taxirankinanhour".

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Voice:"It'sabouttheMthethwafamily".

Me:"SorryabutiIdon'tknowwhoyouareandIdon't

wishtoknow,Ihavenothingtodowiththatfamily,

leavemethehellalone".

Idroppedthecall,Idon'tknowwhoisplayingthose

dirtytrickswithme,thenumbercalledagainandI

endedupswitchingoffmyphone.Noonehasever

calledmenotevenPhilaniandIhaveacceptedthat

wehavebrokenupeventhoughit'ssohardsowhy

wouldsomeonecallmenow,Iwenttobedearly



becausethefollowingdayIhadtodomygrocery

shopping.SomeoneknockedonmydoorandwhenI

checkedthetimeitwashalfpastelevenatnight,I

wenttoopenthedoorandtherehewasWalter.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Walter:"I'mgoodandhowareyouPali".

Me:"WhatdoyouwantWalter?".

Walter:"I'mgivingyoutenminutestochange".

Ilookedathim

Walter:"eightminutesnow".

Ipushedthedoorandhestoppeditwithhisfoot.

Walter:"Godyouaresostubborn".

Hetookoutagunandpointeditatme

Walter:"GoandchangePalesa".



Iwenttomybedroomandchangedmypajamastoa

Jean,takkiesandajacket,whenIwentouthewas

waitingforme.

Walter:"Youlookbeautifulasalways,leadtheway

please".

Ilookedathimandwewentouttohiscar,hestarted

driving,wewenttooneofthefancyhousesIdidn't

knowwhereIwas.

Walter:"Youwillsleepinthisbedroom,goodnight

Pali".

Ididn'tevenwanttoquestionhim,Ikeptquietand

gotinsidethebedbutImadesuretolockedthedoor

first,IlovedPhilaniandIstilllovehimbuteversince

hecametomylifesomanythingshavechanged

andIevendidsomethingthatI'veneverdone.Inthe

morningIwaswokenupbyaknockandIwokeup.

Walter:"I'msureyoumustbehungry,Come".

Me:"I'mnothungry".

Walter:"Palesayoudon'twannagothere".

Ihadnochoicebuttofollowhim,someonewas



alreadyeatingatthetable,Isatdown.

Him:"Youknowthisismyfavorite,grilledmeat,I

evenhaveitforbreakfast,Pleasehelpyourself".

HewasfacingdownbutIstaredathimandIsaidin

whisper

Me:"M-MrMthethwa".
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Helookedupatme,IhaveseenhispicturesandI

knowhisson'shelooksexactlylikethemspecially

PhilaniandSanele..



Me:"Butyou--youaredead".

MrMthethwa:"Isit?".

Isit?Whydoesn'thejustgetstraighttothepoint

andtellmewhatisgoingon.

Me:"Buthow?".

MrMthethwa:"WhatIneedyoutodois,gotothat

houseandtellPhilanithatIwanttomeethim".

Me:"Me?Webrokeup,Ican'tjustgothereandhe

won'tevenbelievemecozyoudead".

MrMthethwa:"DoIlookdeadtoyou?".

Me:"Nobutyesyouare,Imeantheyknowthatyou

aredead".

MrMthethwa:"Goodforthem,IneedPhilanimy

olderSontocomeseeme".

Me:"ButSceloandScebiareyourolderson's".

MrMthethwa:"Don'tquestionmeyoungladydoasI

say,Walterwilldriveyoutohisplace,hehasbeen

indoorslatelyIthinkheismourningthebreakupof

youtwo".



Me:"SorrysirIdon'tthinkIwillbeabletodothat,

youcametothewrongperson".

MrMthethwa:"Walter!".

Walter:"Yessir".

MrMthethwa:"DrivePalesatoPhilani'shouse".

Walter:"Yessir,LetsgoPalesa".

IsleptwithmyclothesandIdidn'tevenbrushmy

teeth,wewenttoWalterscarandhedroveusto

Philani'shouse,Itriedtoaskhimquestionsbuthe

didn'tevenlookedatme,wearrivedatPhilani's

houseandthisplacehassomanygoodmemories,I

feltsoemotional.IrangthebellandSaneleopened

thedoor.

Me:"HiSaneleisPhilanihere?".

Sanele:"Comeongivemeahug,Imissedyou".

Ihuggedhim

Sanele:"Philaniisuhm-ehh.."

Philani:"WhowasringingthebellSanele?".

IgotinsideandPhilaniwascomingdownthestairs



shirtless,agirlwasfollowinghimbehind,I

swallowedhardandbitmycheektoavoidthetears

fromcomingout.

Me:"Hi,canIhaveamomentwithyou?".

Philani:"IambusyPalesa".

Me:"Ididn'twanttocomeherebecauseIknewyou

wouldactthiswaybutI'mnotheretotalkaboutus,

Philanisomeoneisfollowingmeandhesaidhe

won'tstopuntilheseesyou".

Philani:"Whoisfollowingyou?".

Me:"Theytoldmetocomewithyounowandit's

urgent".

Philani:"Palesadon'ttalkinriddlesgetstraightto

thepoint".

Me:"Ican'tsaywhoitisyetbutpleasecomewith

me".

Philani:"PalesaIdon'thavetime,pleasego".

Me:"Thatpersonwon'tleavemeuntilyoumeethim,

eversinceImetyouI'vebeenmeetingpeoplewho

pointsgunsatme,IwannaliveanormallifeI'mnot



heretoaskforthelovebackNoPhilani,Ineedmy

normallifebacksoyouowethattome,youare

comingwithmenow".

Helookedatmeindisbelief..

Philani:"Givemetwominutes".

Hewentupstairsandcamebackwearingat-shirt

Philani:"Sanelepleasetakeherwherevershewants

togo".

Hetookmoneyandgaveittothegirlhecame

downstairswith..

Me:"ByeSanele".

Sanele:"SendmeyournewaddressIwannacome

visityousometimes".

Me:"Cool,Iwill".

IwenttoWalterscarandPhilanisaidhe'lldrivehis

carmxmhisattitudestinks,wearrivedatour

destinationandwewentinsidethehouse.

Walter:"Pleasefeelcomfortable,takeasit".

Philani:"Nomantellsmewhattodo,whatamI



doinghere".

MrMthethwa:"Nyamboseomkhuluyouwillnever

change".

Philanilookedathiminshock...

.

.

.

.

Philani:"Nyambosewha-whatareyoudoinghere,

ain'tyou-...OhGodpleasetellmemyeyesare

deceivingme".

MrMthethwa:"Yehlisaumoyamfana".(Calmdown

Boy)

Philani:"NgehliseUmoya?Areyouseriouslytelling

metocalmdown?Wherewereyouallthesemonths?

Youmadeusbelievethatyouaredeaddammit".

MrMthethwa:"Mfanawami-.."

Philani:"Don't,don'tevengothereIamnotyourboy,

youleftus,wemournedyourdeath,I'msureyouare



heretotellmethatmysister'sarealsoalive".

MrMthethwa:"Nyambosecalmdown,Letssitdown

andtalk".

Philani:"Talk?Youarejokingright?Weallbelieved

thatyouaredead,Gone!Wherewereyou,wherethe

fuckwereyou?".

MrMthethwa:"Ifyouwillgivemeachance,Iwill

explaineverything,pleasesitdown".

Philani:"Iswearifyoulietome,Iwillshootandkill

youmyself".

TheysatdownandIremainedstanding,itwasabit

awkward..

Me:"Ithinkit'stimeformetogonow,itwasgood

tomeetyouMrMthethwa".

MrMthethwa:"Whereareyougoing?Youarepartof

myfamilynow".

Me:"NoI'mnot,weahhbrokeupsoIthinkIsho-.."

MrMthethwa:"Philaniareyougoingtoallowyour

wifetoleaveyouagain?".



Philani:"Nyamboseit'scomplicated".

MrMthethwa:"Nonsensethisyounggirlhelpedme,

I'mtheonewhowantedtheenvelop".

Philani:"Godyouaresounbelievablesoyou

decidedtoinvolvePalesainyourscams?".

MrMthethwa:"Ihadnochoice".

Philani:"Youalwayshaveachoice,youarea

coward,youleftyourwifeandkidstodealwiththe

painalonewhileyouareoutGodknowswhere

enjoyingyourlife,youdisgustmeNyamboseyou

don'tevendeservetobecalledafather".

MrMthethwa:"WatchyourlanguageyoungmanI

amstillyourfather".

Philani:"Youweremyfathertenmonthsagonot

anymore".

MrMthethwa:"DoyouthinkIhadachoicehuh?Yes

Ifailedtoprotectyoursisters,thecarwasonfire

andatleastIgotthemoutsidethecarbeforeitburnt

intoflames,itwastoolatewhenIhelpedthemout

ofthecar,thatbustardwhohitmycarwithatruck



cameoutandshotme,hewantedtomakesureI

wasdeadbutIsurvivedallthat,Ipretendedtobe

deadandIheardhimspeakingtothepersonwho

senthimthatthejobwasdone..DoyouthinkIchose

allthat,huh?".

Philani:"Iknowyouwereinataxibusinessbutwho

would'vedonethat?".

MrMthethwa:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutitnow,that

personisdangerousandIsentWaltertotellPalesa

abouttheenvelopbecauseIneededmyfreedom,I

amtiredofhidingandifWalterwasn'thereI

would'vedied,youcanhatemebutatleastyounow

knowthetruth".

Philani:"TheAshesweburied??".

MrMthethwa:"Idon'tknowbutWaltertookcareof

that,IamhereSonandIwasproudwhenIheard

thatyouareabouttobemarried,Iapologizefor

whatPalesadid,pleaseforgiveher".

Philani:"Whenareyoucominghome?".

Wow!Heignoredwhathisfathersaid...



MrMthethwa:"TherearesomefewthingsthatI

needtofixfirstandIwanttomeetwithyourMother

beforeIcomebackhome".

Me:"SorrytodisturbbutIneedtogohome".

Philani:"Iwilldriveyou".

Me:"Nothankyou,IwillaskWalter".

.

.

.

.

IaskedWaltertodrivemetomyplaceandGodit

wasthelongestmorninginthehistoryofhuman

kind,assoonasIarrivedatmyplaceItookabath

andwenttoKillarnyMallforagroceryshopping,I

wentbackhomeandchilled,Ihadabdomenpains

andIthoughtmaybeit'sthattimeofthemonthand

yesIwasinmyperiodsandthefollowingdaymy

classeswerecommencingIwenttoschoolbutthe

periodpainswerejusttoomuch,Iwenttothe

pharmacyforpillsbutIcouldn'tsleepatnight.The



followingdaythepainswerealittlebetterandthe

bloodwasn'ttoomuch,Iwenttoschoolandthe

painsstarted,Icouldn'tevenwalk,Iwenttothe

benchesandchilledforamoment,Idrankthepills

andwenthome,Ifeltbetter,myclassesweregoing

wellandtheweekendcame,Saturdaymorning,Idid

mylaundryandwatchedtvatleastthisflathasatv,

someoneknockedonmydoor,whenIopeneditwas

Philani.

Philani:"Hi,Myfamilyaskedmetocomefetchyou

forlunchtoday".

Me:"GoodforthembutIcan'tcome,thankyou".

Philani:"Why?".

Me:"BecauseIdon'toweyourfamilyanythingand

worsetheyarenotevenaskingmenicelytojoin

themforlunch,I'mbusy".

Philani:"Palesayoudon'thaveto-".

Me:"Iwon'tcomePhilani".

Philani:"Areyouangrythatyoufoundmewithagirl

theotherday?".



Me:"MaraPhilanidoIlookangrytoyou?AndI'm

notangry,it'syourlifePhilanievenifIfoundyouwith

hundredsofgirlsI'dstillnotbeangry".

Philani:"Sobythatyoumeanyouhavemovedon

butIdon'tseeanyguyhere".

Me:"Movingondoesn'tmeanreplacingyouwith

someone,mydefinitionofmovingonisthatIhave

madepeacewithwhathappenedbetweenusand

I'mnotheartbrokenanymore,myheartisatpeace".

Philani:"SoifyousaysocometotheLunchmy

Momwantstotalktoyou".

Me:"Nothan-Aahhh".

Thepainsinmyabdomenwereworseandblood

cameout..

Philani:"Palesawhat'swrong?".

Me:"Ithurts,itAhhh".

Philani:"Letsgotomycar".

Heheldmeinbridalstyleandwewenttohiscar,the



painsdidn'twanttostop,theywereheavy,we

arrivedatCharlotteMaxekehospitalandIwas

rushedtoanemergencyroom,IwassotiredandI

passedout,Iwokeuparoundhalfpastfourinthe

afternoon,thedoctorcametocheckmeup.

Doctor:"MsMokwenahowareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Better,Thepainsaregone".

Doctor:"Whendidthepainsstarted?".

Me:"DuringtheweekandIthoughtmaybeitwas

justthenormalpainsbuttheygotworse,theydid

stoppedbutstartedagaintoday".

Doctor:"Isee,wetookyourbloodsampleand

there'snothingwrongwithit,Ithinkweshouldcheck

yoururinemaybeyouhavesomeinfection".

Me:"Ok".

Iwenttothebathroomtourinateandthedoctor

tookmyurine

Doctor:"Visitingtimeisoverbutsinceyour

boyfriendhasbeenheresincemorning,Iwillgive

youguysjustacoupleofminutesbutI'msureIwill



releaseyousoon".

Ikeptquiet,Ican'tbelievehejustcalledPhilanimy

boyfriend,Philanicamein...

Me:"Whatareyoustilldoinghere?".

Philani:"Icouldn'tleaveyouherealone,whatdidthe

doctorsaid?".

Me:"Hesaidnothingiswrongwithmebuthetook

myurine".

Philani:"Youwillbefine".

Thedoctorcame...

Me:"Sodocdidyoufindsomething?".

Doctor:"Ohyesbloodisnormalduringthefirst

trimester,Iwilltakeyoutothesonarnowtocheckif

thebabyisok".

Philani:"Ababy?".

Me:"Whatbabydoctor?".

Doctor:"YouarenineweekspregnantMiss

Mokwena,Iwilltellthenursetotakeyoutothe

sonarroom".



Philani:"Palesayouarepregnant,i-I'mgoingtobe

afather?".

Irolledmyeyesathim,isthisguyevenserious?

Thedoctorcameanddidthecheckupeverything

wasfineandthepainkillersthatIdrankdidn'taffect

thebaby,thepainswerecausedbystressingtoo

much,thedoctoradvisedmetoavoiddrinkingtoo

muchsugardrinksandalsoavoidstress,Iwent

backtomyflatwithPhilanidrivingmeofcourseand

didn'twanttospeaktohimonourwaytomyflat,we

arrived..

Philani:"Weren'tyoupreventing?".

Me:"Rememberyousaidyouwilltakemetoyour

doctorforaninjectionbutyoudidn'tandIalso

forgottoremindyou".

Philani:"Outofallthethings,thiswasthelastthing

onmymind".

Me:"WhatdoyoumeanPhilani?".

Philani:"ItjusthardtobelievethatI'mgoingtobea

father".



Me:"Good,nowGo".

Philani:"What?Ican'tleaveyoualone".

Me:"Thankyoufortakingmetothehospitaland

nowit'syourtimetogo,Philaniwebrokeup

remember?AndIneedsometimealone".

Philani:"YouaresounbelievablemxmI'mleaving".

Me:"Good".

.
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MyheadwasspinningIcan'tbepregnantnotnow,I

amnotreadytobeamotherandit'shardtobelieve

thatthere'ssomeonegrowinginmytummy.Ibathed

thanrelaxedabit,Ididn'twanttotellmyfamilyyet,

someoneknockedonmydooragain,I'mjusttiredof



peoplewhocomehereunannouncedandthere'sa

securitydownstairswhyisheallowingpeopleto

comeherewithoutlettingmeknowfirst.Iopened

thedooranditwasPhilaniAgain!!

Me:"Youknowit'srudecomingatotherpeople's

housesuninvited".

Philani:"Goodforyou,moveIwannagetinside".

HegotinsideandIlockedthedoor

Philani:"Sowhatdoyouwanttoeat,Iheardthat

pregnantwomenhavecravings,whatareyou

cravingfor?".

Me:"Youreallywanttoknow?".

Philani:"Yah".

Me:"I'mcravingforyoutoleavemyflatandnever

comeback".

Philani:"Isthatall?".

Me:"Yes".

Philani:"GoodcozI'mcravingtosleepheretonight,I

can'tletmychildsleepalone".



Me:"Don'tevengotherecozIhaven'tthoughtabout

whattodowithityet".

Philani:"DoyouwanttokillmychildPalesa".

Me:"Idon'twanttobeasinglemother".

Philani:"Iamherenowain'ti?IfIwasgonnaleave

youIwould'veranawaytheminutethedoctortold

usyouarepregnant,sostopbeingsuchababy".

Me:"IjusthateseeingyouherePhilani,Idon'twant

anythingtodowithyouandyourfamily,Ihateit".

Philani:"Ifeelsorryforyoucozyouarecaringa

Mthethwabutdon'tworryMamakheyouwillbe

strong".

Hedoesn'tevencareortakeseriouslywhatI'm

tellinghim,hecontinuedchangingthetvchannels.

SomethingwaseatingmeinsideandIhadtoask

him..

Me:"PhilaniwhoisthatgirlIfoundyouwiththe

otherday?".

Philani:"Whydoyouwanttoknow?".

Me:"I'mjustaskingasafriend".



Philani:"PalesayouarenotmyfriendandIdon't

havefriends,areyoujealous?".

Me:"No,I'mjustasking".

Philani:"It'snonofyourbusiness".

Ilookedathimshocked,Icontinuedmindingmy

ownbusiness..Isleptinmybedroomandhesleptin

thesofa,Idon'tknowwhybutmyheartwas

breakingintopiecesbywhathesaidbuthewas

tellingthetruththoughwhathedoesisreallynonof

mybusiness,inthemorninghewentbackhome,my

lilsisterwascomingtoEastgatemallwithher

friends,Itookataxitoseeher,whenIarrivedthey

wereatSpur..IenjoyedmydayandIreturnedtomy

placefindingPhilaniwaitingoutside..

Me:"I'llstartcomplainingnowaboutthesecurity

guysdownstairs,Ipayrenthere,theycan'tallow

someonetocometomyplaceastheypleases.What

doyouwantPhilani?".

Philani:"Youwantmetostayawayfromyou?".

Me:"Please".



Philani:"Okjoinmyfamilyfordinnertonightthan

youwon'tseemyhandsomefaceanymore".

Me:"Idon'twantto".

Philani:"IknewthatyoulikeitwhenIcomehere

everyday".

Me:"FineI'llcome".

Hewaitedformetochangeandwewenttohis

familyhouse,thelastpersonIwantedtoseewashis

mom,I'msureshehatesmeforwhathappenedlast

timeandIdon'tblameher..

Scelo:"Makoti,it'sgoodtoseeyou".

Scebi:"Youaresogainingweight".

Me:"ItshowshowhappyIamwithoutyourbrother,

Itsgoodtoseeyoutoo".

Sanele:"Youstillhaven'tsentthelocation".

Me:"OhI'msorrybutyoucancometoWitsandtell

mewhenyouarethere".

Phe:"I'llalsocomeandpleasecookforus".

MrsMthethwacameandIwassurprisedtoseeMr



Mthethwawithher,nooffensebutIwouldn'ttakemy

husbandbackthateasilyafterhefakedhisdeath,

theygreetedmeandweallsatinthetable.

MrsMthethwa:"PalesaIamsorrymychildabout

thewayItreatedyou,Ididn'tknowthatyouwere

tryingtohelpmyhusband,Ihopeyouwillfinditin

yourhearttoforgivemeandPhilani".

Me:"I'veforgivenyoulongago,Idon'tholdgrudges

Ma".

MrMthethwa:"Sodoesthatmeanyouarecoming

backtostaywithPhilani".

Me:"WebrokeupandIthinkit'sbetterthisway".

Philani:"Palesacameherebecauseshedoesn't

wanttoseemeagain".

MrsMthethwa:"What?PalesaIapologisedyou

don'thavetoruinyourrelationshipwithPhilani

becauseofme".

Me:"It'snotbecauseofyou,somethingsarejust

notmeanttobe".

Philani:"Don'tworryMa,Palesawillbepartofour



liveswhethershelikesitornot".

Scelo:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Philani:"BecauseI'mgoingtobeafather,she's

pregnant".

MrsMthethwa:"OhmyGod,areyouforreal?".

MrMthethwa:"Youjustmademethehappiest

fatherNyambose,I'mveryproudofyou".

Thewaytheyweresohappyitwasliketheyarethe

oneswhoarepregnant,Ijustsatthereandlookedat

them,thisfamilyhasdramaandIdon'twantmy

childtogrowuphere.

MrMthethwa:"OurfamilyisUnited,wecan'tallow

youtolivefarfromus,youneedtocomeback

home".

MrsMthethwa:"IwillStartbuyingpregnancy

magazinesandclothesandbabyyouneedto

changeyourdiet".

MrMthethwa:"Philaniyouneedtogowithherand

packherthings".

Philani:"OkSkhulu".



Me:"I'msorrybutI'mnotmovingbackatPhilani's

house".

Philani:"Palesanotnowplease".

Me:"Ifnotnow,when?I'msorryforgoingagainst

yourwishesbutPhilaniandIareoverandI'mnot

movingbackwithhim".

Scelo:"Youarehiswife,wepaidLobolaforyou".

Me:"ThanIwilltellmyfamilytorefundyouthe

moneyyoupaidforme".

MrMthethwa:"OhManyaboseAmahlesiyalingwa

yini?Lobolacannotbereturnedorrefund,youare

creatingbadluckforyourself".

MrsMthethwa:"Youdon'tlovePhilanianymore?".

Me:"PhilaniistheonlyguyI'vebeenwithandIlove

himsomuchbutIcan'tbewithhim,Idon'twantto".

MrsMthethwa:"It'sthehormonesspeaking".

MrMthethwa:"Don'tworrytimebytimeyouwill

forgivehim".

Me:"No,youdon'tunderstand,Idon'twanttobe



withhimandthere'snothingheretobefixed".

Philani:"Whataboutmychild?Mychildwon'tgrow

upinotherpeople'shouses".

Me:"It'salsomychildsopleasedon'tfeelso

special,Idon'twantyouPhilaniandIdon'twanna

comebacktoyourhouse,Ican'tsacrificemy

happinessbecauseofthischildI'mcarrying".

Philani:"Iwilltakemychild"

Me:"EversinceImetPhilanithisfamilyhasbeen

decidinghowIshouldlivemylife,youpaidLobola

withouttellingmeandnowMrMthethwausedmeto

gettheenvelopandwhatdidIgetfromthat?

Nothing!IlostPhilaniandhismomcalledmeathief,

noonecheckedonmetoseehowIwasdoingand

I'mtheonewhocalledPhilanitocomemeethis

father,Ican'tmoveinwithPhilani,hesleepswith

differentgirlseverynightifhelovesme,hewould've

waitedforme.Nooneherecaresaboutmebutyou

allcareaboutwhatIdoforyou,Iamtiredandthisall

endstoday!".

.



.

.

.

Idon'tknowhowbuttearswerecomingout,Itook

mybagandlefttheirhouse,Iarrivedatmyflatand

cried..therewasaknockonmydoorandIopened

Philanifollowedme..

Me:"PhilaniI'mtiredpleaseleave".

Philani:"Whenyoufoundmewiththatgirlthatday,I

tookherfromtheclubinSandtonandbroughther

home,IwantedtosleepwithherbutPalesaI

couldn'tbetrayyoubyallowingagirlImetinaclub

tosleepinyourbed,ourbed,Igaveheraguestroom

andisleptalone.ShewasthefirstgirlIbrought

homeafteryouhaveleftandIdidn'tevenkissher,I

maybetheworstpersoneverbutIloveyouPalesa.

Whatyousaidbackathomereallybrokemyheart,I

amsorryifyoufeelused,I'veneverrealizedthatwe

werenottreatingyouwell.IwishIcould'veseenit

soonerandchange.PalesaIfailedyouandIam

sorry,Iamsorryandifthere'sanythingIcandoto



changeeverythingIwill.Iloveyou,Iloveyouso

muchandIthoughtthatIwastreatingyouright.I

amnotheretotryandchangeyourmindaboutme

butIjustwantyoutoknowthatIamsorryandIlove

you".

.

.

.

Onetearcameoutandheclosedthedoorandleft,it

washardtosleepandIwasn'tproudofmyselfthe

wayIspoketohisparents,itwasrude.Relationships

arenotperfectandnooneisperfect,IthinkI

expectedPhilanitodotheimpossible,Ifellasleep

andthefollowingdayIwokeupforschool,school

wastheonlythingthatwaskeepingmesaneafter

schoolmymomcalledandtoldmethatthe

Mthethwa'scalledandaskedtomeetmyfamilyon

thefollowingweekendsoonFridayIhadtogo

home..TheweekwasslowandIdidn'twanttotell

mymomoverthephonethatIampregnant,On

FridaysmyclassesfinishesearlyandIhadalready



packedmybagsthepreviousday,Itookataxito

DaveytonandIwashappytoseemyfamily..

Mom:"Howareyoufeelingnow?".

Dad:"Butmychildoutofalltheguysouthereyou

choseaZuluguy?".

Me:"ButDad-.."

Dad:"HahaI'mjokingIwantedtoseehowyourface

willchange".

Me:"Sometimesyourjokesarenotfunny".

Dad:"Butyourmotherlovesthem".

Me:"Becauseshedoesn'thaveachoice".

Dad:"HahayeyIwillbeatyou,lookatthischild"'

Me:"I'mjoking,Ihavesomethingtotellyou".

Mom:"Whatswrong?".

Me:"NothingiswrongMa,wellI'mpregnant".

Dad:"Pregnant?Palesayouwillbeanursevery

soon,youshouldknowaboutcontraceptiveand

thesethings".



Mom:"Wow!Idon'tknowwhattosay".

Me:"I'msureyouareashamedofme".

Mom:"Nomybaby,youaresomeone'swifesothis

wasexpectedbutyouandPhilanibrokeup,howare

yougoingtohandlethissituation?".

Dad:"Iwillleaveyoutotalktoher,hermarriageis

fallingdownbeforeitevenstartedandnowshe's

pregnant".

Mom:"Mokwenadon'tsaythat,sheneedsour

support".

Me:"Dadisright".

Mom:"Nomychild,didyoufixthingswithPhilani?".

Me:"Nowedidn't".

Dad:"Youdon'tloveeachotheranymore?".

Me:"IlovehimsomuchbutIfeellikewearefrom

differentworlds".

Dad:"Yourhappinesscomesfirst,wecan'tforce

youtobewithhimifyouarenothappy".

Me:"Thankyou".



Wetalkedandtalkedthanwewenttobed,insteadof

focusingonthebadthingsthatsomeonedidstart

searchingforthegoodones,Ifellasleepandwe

wokeupearlymymomstartedpreparingfoodfor

theMthethwa'smymomisverygoodwithpots,her

foodalwaystastemagically..Iwenttobathandthe

Mthethwa'sarrivedaroundtwelve,itwasMrandMrs

MthethwawithPhilani..Myfamilywelcomedthem

andtheystartedtalkingbeforeeating..

.

.

.

.

MrMthethwa:"Iamsurethatyouallknowthatwe

aregoingtobegrandparents,Ihaveneverbeenthis

happyinmylife".

Dad:"Yesunexpectedgoodnewsindeed".

MrMthethwa:"IwasawaywhenPalesacametomy

houseandIfeellikemyfamilyfailedtotreatPalesa

asweweresupposedto".



MrsMthethwa:"Palesaismydaughteranditpains

metoseeherhurtbecauseofus".

Mom:"Weunderstand".

MrMthethwa:"Wecametoapologize,yougaveyour

daughtertousbecauseyoutrustedus..Palesa

doesn'twanttobewithPhilanianymoreandwe

respectherdecisionbutweareheretoaskthe

Mokwena'stogiveuspermissiontobeinachild's

life,Weareaverytraditionalfamilythat'swhywe

wanttopayforthedamagescausedbyPhilani,we

doeverythingtraditionally".

Dad:"Ihearyou,Ifmydaughterisnothappywith

yoursonIdon'tseeanyreasonwhyweshouldforce

her,wewillacceptthechild'sdamagesbecause

traditionallyitistherightthingtodo".

MrMthethwa:"Thankyou,Palesaweapologizefor

everythingwedidtoyouandyoudon'thavetoreturn

theLobolathatwaspaidtoyourfamily..Philaniyou

havetoacceptthatPalesaisnotinyourlife

anymore,whatbringsyoutogetheristhechildshe's

caring,doyouhearme?".



Philani:"Ihearyou".

Mom:"SoPhilaniisnotmysoninlawanymore,We

respectPalesa'sdecisionaslongasshe'snappy".

MrsMthethwa:"Iwasstartingwiththewedding

preparationsbutit'sfineweaslongasbothofyou

arehappy".

Me:"Youcancontinuewiththewedding

preparations".

Theyalllookedatme,MrMthethwasmiled..

Mom:"What?".

Me:"WhatIsaidtoyoulastweekwasbecauseI

wasangryandIapologizeforthewayIspoketo

you".

Dad:"Palesayouarestillconfused,youdon'thave

toputyourselfthroughallthis".

Mom:"Isitbecauseyouarepregnant?Youcan't

sacrificeyourhappinessbecauseofthechildyou

arecarrying".



Me:"IfI'mnotwithPhilanithat'swhenI'm

sacrificingmyhappiness".

Philani:"OhThankGod".

Mom:"Palesaareyousure?".

Me:"ImayfightwithPhilaniandsaythingsIdon't

meanbutIamnevergoingtolivewithouthimandhe

won'tlivewithoutme".

Dad:"Howdoyouknowthathewon'tlivewithout

you".

Philani:"BecauseIloveher,Iamamesswithout

her".

MrsMthethwa:"Iknewit".

Philani:"LetsjustdiscusstheweddingdateandMr

AndMrsMokwenaifyourdaughtercomescryingto

youbecauseofme-.."

MrMthethwa:"I'mgivingyoufullpermissiontokill

him".

Philani:"Dad!".

Me:"Don'tworryI'llfirstkillhimmyselfthanmy



parentswillfinishhim".

Theyalllaughed,IlovePhilani!!!!!!
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WhenIwentbacktoJohannesburgIjustwent

straighttoPhilani'shouse,SaneleandPhehelped

mewithmystuffbecausetheyneededtheflatIwas

stayingat.IfinishedpackingmyclothesandI

cooked,Philaniwasatworkandhewasgonnabe

backhomeanytimesoon,Ikeptmyselfbusyby

watchingtv,SaneleandPhecame..



Phe:"HeysiswhatdidyoucookI'msohungry".

Me:"Letmedishupforyou,Ialsohaven'teatenyet".

Idishedupforthemandformyselfthenwestarted

eating..

Phe:"Thegirlstherebythatflat,whydidn'tyoutell

us?".

Me:"Students?Theywillmilkyoudrytrustme".

Sanele:"Itoldhim".

Me:"Butifhehaslotsofmoneytospreadaround

hecantryhisluck".

Phe:"I'mnotthatstupidtospendmoneyongirls".

Philani:"Sohow'syournewplaceguys".

Sanele:"Goodbutweneedsomeonewho'sgonna

cleanforus".

Me:"Cleanwhere?Inthatonebedroomflat?".

Phe:"Yahit'salotofwork".

Philani:"Sowho'sgoingtopaythecleaninglady".

Sanele:"Iwas-Imeanweweregonnaaskyou,



Momreducedourmonthlyallowancesowedon't

haveenoughcash".

Philani:"ItsbecauseyoudrinktoomuchandIwon't

giveyouanymoneyIcanbuyyougroceriesonly".

Sanele:"Palesa".

Me:"Don'tlookatmeinnotworkingremember".

Philani:"Ithinkit'stimeforyoutogonow".

Phe:"Razocomeon".

Philani:"I'mnotgivingyouanymoney".

Icleanedthedishes,PheandSaneleleft,wewentto

ourbedroom,Philaniwentforaquickshowerthan

cameback..

Philani:"Whenareyougoingtostartthecheck

ups?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIthinkIhavetostartsoon".

Philani:"Ithinkweneedthebestprivatedoctorand

besidesIhavetoknowwhenarewesupposedto

stophavingsex".

Me:"Tellmeyoujoking,likereally?".



Philani:"What?It'simportantformetoknow".

Me:"It'sthelastthingyoucanthinkabout,passme

thatpillowIneedtosleep".

Igotinsidetheblanketsandfacedtheotherway..

Philani:"Whatyouaredoingisrude,facethisside".

Me:"I'mtiredIwanttosleep".

Philani:"Okbabysleep".

Hetrailedhiswarmhandonmyback,myblood

startedheatingup,hethenkissedmyback

Me:"PhilaniIwanttosleep".

Philani:"Youdon'thavetowakeupbabyI'llbe

quick".

Hegotontopofmeandstartedkissingmylips,he

slowlymovedtomyearandmyneck..

Me:"Ph-ilani".

IsaidthatinbetweenmymoansIwastiredI

wantedhimtostopbutatthesametimeIneeded

more.IenjoyedeverymomentofitandnowI

understandwhyIfellpregnantthateasily,hisfirst



touchmakesmelosemymind,thatnightwedid

threerounds,I'mthemorninghewenttoworkandI

wenttohismother'shousebecausesheinvitedme

over.

MrMthethwa:"Palesamychild,howareyou?is

Philaniatwork?".

Me:"I'mgood,he'satwork,whereisMom?".

MrMthethwa:"She'scomingdownrightnow,Ihave

ameetinginmyofficeIwillseeyoulatermychild".

.

.

.

.

Inoddedathim,MrMthethwatreatsmelikehisown

child,IwenttotheKitchentomakemyselfa

sandwich,Iheardadooropeningandthought

maybeitwasPhilani'smom,Imadetwoslicesof

chickenmayosandwichandIthinkmaybeIusedtoo

muchbuttercozIfelllikevomiting,Idrankaglassof

waterandcleanedtheKitchencounterbutmy



nauseawastoomuchIrushedtothebathroomand

triedtovomitbutnothingcameout,Isatonthe

toiletsitforamomentandIstooduptowashmy

faceinthesink.IwantedtogohomebutIcouldn't

leavewithoutseeingMrsMthethwa,Iwalkedtoher

roombutIstoppedinthepassagewhenIheard

voicescomingfromtheotherroom,Iheardher

voiceandwenttheretoknock,Istoppedandfirst

triedtocheckwhowasshewith,Icouldn'tsee

clearlycozthatspacewastoosmall.

MrsMthethwa:"Youneedtocalmdownanddon't

doanythingstupid,hedoesn'tknowanything".

Voice:"Heistoocleveryouknow,Ithinkheknows

everythingandhe'sjustpretendingtobestupid".

MrsMthethwa:"Iwouldknowifheknowsanything,

hedoesn'tpretendIknowhim,hewouldhavekilled

usalreadyifheknew".

Voice:"ButwehavetomakePhilanilosehispolice

Job".

MrsMthethwa:"Nowecan'tdothat,Philaniisthere



toprotectourbusinessifhequitsorloseshisjob,all

thepolicewillbeonourback,Philaniisthereto

protectus".

Voice:"ButIdon'ttrustyourhusband,Idon'ttrust

him,somethingistellingmethatheknows

something".

MrsMthethwa:"Relaxhedoesn'tknowanythingbut

ifIsuspectsomethingIwillletyouknow".

Voice:"ThesedaysheisveryclosewithPhilani

maybetheyareplanningsomethingtogether".

MrsMthethwa:"Stopoverthinking,hedoesn'tknow

anything".

Voice:"Heisverydangerous,ifsomethingisupI

willhavetoattackfirstcozIknowhowheisandhe

willhavetodiewithPhilanithistime".

MrsMthethwa:"Areyououtofyourmind?Philaniis

myson,yourbrotheryouwillnevertouchhim".

Voice:"Theywillleavemenochoice".

Islowlymovedaway,thevoicesoundedveryfamiliar

butIcouldn'ttellwhoitbelongedto,Iwent



downstairsandlookedaround,IfIleavewhatifMr

MthethwatellshiswifethatIwashere,Icalmed

myselfdownandmynauseacamebackagain,I

wenttotheKitchenforwater,whenIsawMrs

MthethwaIwantedtorunformylifebutIkept

myselftogetherandcontinuedwhatIwasdoing.

MrsMthethwa:"Palesamybaby,howlonghaveyou

beenhereIamsorryforkeepingyouwaiting".

Me:"Notlong,Iwastryingtomakemyself

somethingtoeatbutcouldn'teatthechickenmayo".

MrsMthethwa:"I'msorrymybaby,Doyouneed

anythingtoeat?".

Me:"IhavenauseasoIguessI'llhavetodrinkwater

thewholeday".

MrsMthethwa:"ThatwillnotbenecessaryIbought

youpregnancymagazinesithaseverythingincluding

foodtoeat,letmegofetchthem".

Iwantedtoseethepersonshewasspeakingtobut

thatpersonnevercameoutandIalsowantedtoget

outhereIcan'ttrustMrsMthethwaanymore,she

camebackwiththemagazines.



MrsMthethwa:"Hereanditcomeswiththelistof

foodyouhavetobuy".

Me:"Thankyousomuch".

MrsMthethwa:"Iwantedustodiscussthewedding".

Me:"TheWedding?".

MrsMthethwa:"Yesdear,Iwantittobethetalkof

SouthAfricaandIhavethelisthereofthetop

weddingplannershereinMzansisoIthinkyouwill

havetochoosewhichoneyouwouldliketoplan

yourweddingbutIthinkyouhavetoseetheirwork

firstthat'swhyIbroughtthesealso".

Me:"I'lltakealookatthesewhenIgethomefor

nowIthinkIneedtodosomegroceryshopping

beforehungerkillsme".

MrsMthethwa:"Whydon'tyousendyourhelperto

dothegroceryforyouorshopatpicknpayonline".

Me:"Wellwedon'thaveahelperanymoreandIfeel

likeIneedtostretchmylegsI'mtiredofstayingat

homethewholedaydoingnothing".

MrsMthethwa:"Iunderstandmybaby,tellmewhat



youthinkoftheweddingplannerswhenyouare

donewitheverything".

Me:"ThankyousomuchMa,Iwillseeyou".

MrsMthethwa:"SendmygreetingstoPhilani".

Itookthemagazinesandpapersandrushedoutside,

thedriverwasstillwaitingforme,I'vebeenfollowed

beforeandwhenthatguytoldMrsMthethwathat

he'llkillbothPhilaniandhisfatherwheredoesthat

leaveme?MyheartwasbeatingnervouslyandIwas

scared,Icouldn'tgohomecozIwasgonnabealone

thewholeday,Philaniknocksoffatsixandgets

homeathalf6orto7..Philanihasmoreexplanation

todoabouthispolicejob..Itookmyphoneand

dialedhisnumber.

.

.

.

.

Philani:"MyLove".

Me:"Whenareyoucomingback?".



Philani:"Haubabyhowcanyouaskmethatcozyou

knowthatI'matworkandIknockoffat6".

Me:"I'mscaredtostayaloneathome".

Philani:"Didsomethinghappen?".

Me:"NotreallybutIcan'tbehereathomealonethe

wholeday".

Philani:"Isthatthewayoftellingmethatyoumiss

meorIdidn'tsatisfyyoulastnight?".

Me:"Philanistopit,I'mserioushere".

Philani:"MyLoveIcan'tcomehomenowifyoudon't

feelsafegototheofficesIwillcallmydadandtell

himthatyoucomingthanIwilltrytoknockoffearly

andpickyouup".

Me:"Oknoproblem".

Philani:"Okmyloveletmecallmydad".

Hehungup,Itoldthedrivertodrivetotheoffices

andwhenIgotthereAmandawastherewhydon't

theyfirethegirlcozshe'ssoirritatingandIdon'tlike



her,IstayedinthereceptionandignoredAmanda.

Amanda:"MrMthethwasaysyoucancomeinside".

Ididn'tevensaythankyou,Ican'tbefriendlytothe

girlwhowassleepingwithmyman,Iwenttothe

officeandfoundMrMthethwabusywiththepaper

work,thismanisveryhandsomeanddoesn'tlook

old..Isatonthecouchandhelookedupatme..

MrMthethwa:"Philanitoldmethatyou'vebeen

followedbefore,Doyouthinkthosepeopleareback

again?".

Me:"N-no".

MrMthethwa:"What'swrongPalesayoucantalkto

me,IamyourfatherandbesidesIoweyoumylife

sinceyouhelpedme".

Me:"ThelasttimeIkeptasecretfromPhilaniI

ruinedourrelationship".

MrMthethwa:"What'swrong,didsomething

happen?".

Me:"WhyisPhilaniworkingasapoliceman?".

MrMthethwa:"Becauseheloveshisjob".



Me:"MrMthethwayouarelyingtome".

Helaughedandlookedatme...

MrMthethwa:"TheseareoneofthereasonswhyI

thinkyouaregoodformyson,youarenotsoft

Palesa".

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosaybutallIcansayis,I

don'twanttobeawidowandIdon'twantmychildto

growupwithoutafather,Ican'tevenimaginemylife

withoutPhilani".

MrMthethwa:"Wheredoesallthatcomefrom?".

Me:"IwilltalktoPhilani".

MrMthethwa:"Youwereinmyhouse,whatdidmy

wifesay?Whatdidyousee?".

Me:"Nothing".

Hestoodupandlockedthedoor,hepulledhischair

andsatinfrontofmelookingstraightintomyeyes...

MrMthethwa:"Talk,IpromiseIwillprotectyouand

Philani,nothingwillhappentoyouaslongasI'm

here".



Me:"Yourwifewasinvolvedinyouraccident?".

MrMthethwa:"Whatelsedoyouknow?".

Me:"I'maskingyou".

MrMthethwa:"WhatelsedoyouknowPalesa?".

Me:"Ifyoushowyourwifethatyouknowsomething,

yourlifeandPhilani'slifewillbeindanger".

MrMthethwa:"Fuck!Thiswomenisgettingonmy

nervesnow?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutshewastalkingtosomeoneI

don'tknowifitwasScebiorScelobutsomethingis

goingontherepleasedosomething".

MrMthethwa:"Palesalookatme,thisconversation

neverhappened,Iwilltrymybesttoprotectyouand

myson,nothingwillhappen.Don'ttellPhilaniuntil

heaskyou,Iwilltalktohimfirst.Ithinkweneedto

trainyou".

Me:"Trainmeforwhat?".

MrMthethwa:"HowtouseaGun".
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Schoolswereopeningsoonanditwasmylast

semester,Ijustwannagetitdonewithitandrelaxat

home,IamalwayssicklatelyandIcan'teatanything

besidesMaheuandanApple,thedoctortoldmethat

afterthreemonthsIwillbebetterandI'llbeableto

eat..

Philani:"What'sallthesemagazinesfor?".

Me:"Yourmomboughtthemformeandmaybewe

shouldreadthemtogether".

Philani:"Idon'tevenreadanewspaperwhatmakes

youthinkI'llreadamagazine?".

Me:"Becauseit'sapregnancymagazine,itwillhelp



usduringmypregnancy".

Philani:"Yesbabyduringyourpregnancynotmine,if

youneedanythingIwillgiveittoyoubutIwon'tread

amagazine".

Me:"Didyoutalktoyourfather?".

Philani:"YesIdidandyouhavenothingtoworry

aboutyouaresafe".

Me:"AndtheGuntraining?"

Philani:"Youwon'tdothat,Iamheretoprotectyou

andI'llneverallowyoutouseagun".

Me:"Butit'sformyownprotection".

Philani:"Don'targuewithmePalesa,youwillnever

useaGunandpleasewhenyouseemymomagain

actnormal,don'tshowherthatyouknow

something".

Me:"Iunderstand,Iwon't".

IwantedtoaskwhyandIwantedtoknowthatwhy

wouldshehurtherfamily,Igotinsidethethe

blanketsandfellasleep.InthemorningIfreshened

upandwenttotheKitchenforsomethingtoeat,I



madeultramelwithMariebiscuits..

Philani:"Whatareyoueating?".

Me:"Here,tasteityouwillloveit".

Philani:"ThankGodI'mnotawomen".

Thebellrangandhestoodup...

Philani:"Thatwillbemydad".

Heopeneditandcamebackwithhisdad..

MrMthethwa:"Palesamychild,howareyou?".

Me:"I'mgoodandhowareyou?".

MrMthethwa:"I'mgood,IsPhilanistilltreatingyou

well?".

Me:"He'stryingbutheknowsthatI'llkillhimifhe

triestodosomethingstupid".

MrMthethwa:"AndIwillbegladtohelpyouhidehis

body".

Philani:"Hello!I'mstillhere,whyareyoutalkinglike

I'mnothere?".

Me:"Hahastopit,CanImakeyousomethingto



eat?".

MrMthethwa:"I'vealwayshasbreakfastbutIhave

tocomebackandeatyourfood,Ihaven'teatenfood

thatiscookedbymydaughterInlaw".

Philani:"She'sagreatcookerjustlikehermom".

MrMthethwa:"Iwillalwayshavemysupperhere

thanstartingfromtonight".

Me:"Youarealwayswelcome".

MrMthethwa:"Yourmomisplanningahugeparty

tomorrow,CanyoubelievethatIonlyfoundout

aboutthisnow?".

Philani:"Isitsomeone'sbirthday?".

MrMthethwa:"No,She'scelebratingme,thatI'm

backhome,Ithinkthatshe'suptosomething".

Philani:"Butwhat?".

MrMthethwa:"Idon'tknowyetbutIcan'tbeinthat

party".

Philani:"No,Weareallgoingtothatparty".

TheycontinuedtalkingandIdidn'twanttoget



involvedintheirconversation.MrsMthethwaisa

verycoolwomenbeingevildoesn'tevensuither,the

daywentonandPhilaniwasoff.Thenextdaywe

wokeupPhilaniwaspreparingtogototheparty.

Philani:"Butbabeeveryonewillbeverydisappointed

ifyoudon'tcome".

Me:"I'msolazyandbesidesyouwon'tevenlookat

meinthatparty".

Philani:"Whathappenedlasttimewon'thappen

againtoday,ifyoudon'twanttogothanI'malsonot

going".

Me:"FineI'llcome,yourmomsaidbybeingapolice

youareprotectingtheirbusiness,whatbusiness

wasshetalkingabout?".

Philani:"Taxibusinesspleasechangeyourclothes".

Me:"PhilanistoplyingtomecozIknowthatthere's

moretothis".

Philani:"BabepleaseI'mnotinthemoodtofight,

youwillfindmedownstairs,hurry".

Heleftmeandwentdownstairs,Ichangedmy



clothesandputabitofmake-up,IknewthatPhilani

waslyingtome,therewasmoretothistaxi

businessthinganditwassomethingbig,illegaland

dangerous,Iwentdownstairsandhewasinacall,

hecameandkissedmylipsthanhedroppedthe

call..

Philani:"MbaliyamihaveIevertoldyouhow

beautifulyouare?".

Me:"Notnow,let'sgo".

Philani:"WhatdidIdonow?Isitthehormones?".

.

.

.

.

Inarrowedmyeyesathimandwalkedoutthedoor,

hefoundmeinthecar,helookedatmeandshook

hisheadthanwedrovetohismother'shouse,

peoplewerestartingtoarriveandwealsowent

inside..



MrsMthethwa:"Mybabiescomethisside,Palesa

howareyou?Haveyoureadthemagazinesyet?".

Me:"Yesbutnotallofthem".

MrsMthethwa:"Pleasedon'tdrinkanyalcoholic

beveragetoday".

Philani:"Shewon'teventry,howareyouMama?".

MrsMthethwa:"I'mgoodmyboy,IwillseeyouI

havetowelcometheguests".

Philani:"Noproblem".

Heheldmebymyhandandhestartedintroducing

metosomepeople,Waltercame..

Walter:"MrandMrsMthethwa".

Philani:"Walter".

Walter:"How'smybeautifulPali".

Me:"IalwaystellyouthatmynameisPalesanot

Pali".

Walter:"IsitPhilaniwhoonlycallsyouPali".

Me:"Hedoesn'tcallmePali,I'mhisrose,arareone,



NgiyiMbaliyakhe".

Walter:"Ohreally?".

Philani:"NicetoseeyouWalter,pleaseexcuseme

andmybeautifulrarerose".

Walterwasspeechless,wewenttositdown,Sanele

andPhewerenotthereotherwiseIwould'vegoneto

sitwiththem,Ireallyenjoytheircompany,Mr

MthethwawaswiththeothertycoonsandPhilani

didn'tevenwanttoleavemyhand,awaitercameto

us..

Him:"Miss,Someonesentmetogiveyouthisdrink

andtoldmetotellyouthatheheardaboutyour

pregnancy,congratulations".

IlookedatPhilani...

Philani:"Thankyou".

Hesaidtothewaiter....

Philani:"Ididn'tknowthattheyalsohavefruit

cocktailsinthisparty,Motherreallyplannedit,

shouldIdrinkitor?".

Me:"Itsmydrink,youcan'tdrinkit,giveittome".



Itookitandstarteddrinkingit,thesweetsourtaste

ofthepineapplewasreallymouthwatering,that's

whatIneededsweetandsourthingsinceIhavea

verylowappetite,theroomwascrowdedandIwas

feelingveryhot..

Me:"Ineedsomefreshair".

Philani:"CanIcomewith?".

Me:"No,thegardenisfullofpeople,youwillfindme

inthekitchen".

Philani:"OkmybabyIwillbewithyouinasecond".

TheattentionhewasgivingmewaseverythingI

needed,IwenttotheKitchenandthewayIwas

feelinghotwasn'tevennormal,Itooktheicefrom

thefridgeandstartedeatingthem,Iwassweating..

Philani:"Palesayouaresweating,areyoualright?"'

Me:"I'mnotalright,theheatisinmythroatnowit's

hardtobreath".

Philani:"Letsgooutside".

Wewentoutsidebutitwasveryhardtobreath,

bloodstartedcomingout..



Me:"Philani,bloo-d".

Helookedatmeandpickedmeupinbridalstyle,he

tookmetohiscarandhedroveoff,Iwasn'tfeeling

thepainsbuttheheatonly,wearrivedatNetcare

hospitalandwesigned..Thepainsstarted,thepains

I'veneverexperiencedbefore.Philaniwastalkingbut

Icouldn'thearhimbecausethepainsweresohard..

Iwasintearscrying..

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°

.

.

.

.

Nurse:"Sirpleasemoveoutside".

Philani:"What'shappeningtoher,talktome

dammit!".

Nurse:"Thedoctorisbusywithher,wewillbewith

youinamoment".

Philanididn'tevensitinthecouchesinthewaiting



area,hewasupanddown,everyonewaslookingat

her.After30minutesadoccameoutandcalled

him..

Philani:"Howisshe?".

Doctor:"Wemanagedtosaveher,she'sintheICU".

Philani:"Thebaby,didyousavemybaby?".

Doctor:"We-".

Philani:"We,youwhat?I'maskingyouasimple

questiondidyousavemychild?".

Doctor:"Nowhateveritiskilledthebaby,itwas

poisonandwedraineditfast,thankyouforbringing

herherefast.Herbloodisonthewaytothelabcoz

wewanttoknowwhatkindofpoisondidsheeat".

Philani:"Poison?Mywifedidn'teat-ohwaitthe

cocktail".

Doctor:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

Philani:"Doctorpleasetakecareofher,makesure

thatsherecoverspleaseIcan'tlosehertoo.Sheis

mylife".



Philani'sheadwasspinningaround,hekepton

askinghimselfthatwhosentthewaiterthatcocktail.

Hedrovetohishouseandwenttothebasement

wherethere'sdifferentkindsofguns,hewasintears,

hemightlosehiswifesinceshe'sintheICU,he

thought,hetookaveryhugegunbiggerlikeanAK47,

hewentbacktohiscarandlookedathimselfinthe

reviewmirroranddrovetohismom'shouse.

Thepartyhadjuststarted,Palesagotthepoison

beforethepartystarteditallhappenedtoofast,he

parkedthecarinthedriveway.Hecalledasecurity

guytotelleveryonetogatherinthegarden,the

securitydidthateventheworkerswhowerehired

forthatdaywenttothegarden,everyonewas

confusedbutfollowedtheordersanyway,evenMrs

Mthethwaherselfwassurprisedsinceshewasthe

hostess,Philanilockedallthedoorsinsidethe

houseandwhenhewenttothegarden,hetooka

chairandalsolockedtheslidingdoor,thegarden

wasatthedoor,everyonegotnervouswhenthey

sawhimwithahugegun..Herelaxedonthechair..

MrMthethwa:"Philaniwhat'swrong".



Philani:"Don'tcomenearme,YouallwilllistenandI

willdothetalking,ifanyonedarestomoveIwillkill

them".

MrsMthethwa:"Philaniareyououtofyourmind?

Philani:"IsaidI'mtheonewhowilldothetalking,

shutthehellupMother".

Theyallkeptquiet...

Me:"Theresnonetworkhereifyoutrytouseyour

phone,hardluck

ThereisadoghereandifthatDogdoesn'tcomeout

nowIwillshootyouall,thatmotherf**sent

someonetogivemywifeadrinkandmywifeisnow

fightingforherlifeatthemoment-".

MrsMthethwa:"OhmyGod,whereisPalesashe

wasjusthereImeanyoutwowerejusthere".

MrMthethwa:"Nyambosewhathappenedto

Palesa?".

Philani:"YoutwoshutthefuckupbeforeIshootyou,

thatpersonwhopoisonedmywifemustcomeout

nowbeforeIkillyouallandburnthishousedown,
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Everyonekeptquietsomeofthemeventhoughtthat

maybehewasdrunkbutno,hewassober.Tears

couldn'tstopcomingout,hewascrying..

MrMthethwa:"Sonletthesepeoplego,let'stalk

aboutthis".

Philaniclickedhistongue,hestoodupandeveryone



movedinfear,hedraggedthewaiterwhogavethem

thedrinkandpointedthegunathim..

Philani:"Talk!Whosentyoutogiveusthedrink".

Hekeptquiet..

Philani:"Oksinceyoucan'ttal-".

Waiter:"Itwasyourbrother,yourbrotherScelo".

Philanifeltlikehislifeisbreakingintopieces,itcan't

behisbrother,theycamealongwaytogetherhe

can'tdosuchathing..

Philani:"Stoplyingtome!".

Him:"Iamnotlying,Ialwaysworkhereinallparties

andIknowallofyou,hegavemethedrinktogiveit

toyourwifetocongratulateher".

Philani:"Everybodyout!Exceptyou,thepartyisover

andwait!nothinghappenedhereifIeverhear

someonetalkingaboutthisIwillcomeforthem,is

thatclear?".

Theynoddedandrushedoutside,hisfamilyandthe

waiterremainedbehind..



MrsMthethwa:"Maybethere'samisunderstanding,

areyousurethatitwasScelowhosentyou?".

Waiter:"Ye-YesMa'mI'msure".

Philani:"Youwilldoonlyonethingforme,tellme

whereyoursonis".

MrsMthethwa:"Idon'tkn-".

Philani:"Don'ttellmethatyoudon'tknow,Iwilllook

forhimandwhenIfindhimbesurethatyouare

preparedforthefuneral".

MrMthemthwa:"Nyambosepleasecalmdown".

Philani:"MywifeisfightingforherlifeandIlostmy

childhowthehellcanyoutellmetocalmdown?".

Scebi:"Philaniviolencewillneversolveanything,

let'stalkaboutthis".

MrsMthethwa:"Heisright,weareafamily,wecan't

letthisbreakus".

Philani:"AndPalesaisn'tfamily?".

MrsMthethwa:"That'snotwhatImeant".

Philani:"That'sexactlyhowIheardit".



Hetookhisgunandleftthehouse...Hetookhis

phoneandsearchedforthenumber..

Philani:"Hello,Iwantyoutolookformybrother

Scelo,Ineedhimbeforesunrise,Doyouhearme?

Okgetonitnow".

Hestartedsearchingwherehisbrotheralwayshang

outbutcouldn'tfindhim,heturnedbackandwentto

thehospital,Palesawasbreathingforherselfthey

tookoutthemachines,hestoodbythedoorand

thanleft,hewenttohishousetotakeashowerand

fellasleep.Inthemorninghewaswokenupbythe

bellonthedoorwhenhecheckedhisphone,the

guyssenthimamessagesayingtheyhaven'tfound

himyetbuttheyarestilllooking.Hewentdownstairs

andhisfamilywasthere..

Philani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

MrMthethwa:"WhereisPalesawewanttoseeher".

MrsMthethwa:"PleasePhilani".

Philani:"Idon'ttrustanyofyouwithmywife,are

youplanningonfinishingher?".



MrsMthethwa:"Howcanyouevesaythat?Weare

yourfamily,wewillneverdosuchathing".

Philani:"Family?Don'tevengotheremother,Skhulu

IwillonlytakeyoutoseePalesaandtherestofyou

gobacktowhereyoucomefrom".

Scebi:"ButPhilani".

Philani:"Getthehelloutofmyhouse".

MrMthethwagotinsideandPhilaniclosedthedoor..

.

.

.

.

Philani:"SkhuluIswearwhenIfindthatDogIwill

buryhimalive".

MrMthethwa:"Nyambosewhatdidexactly

happened?".

Philani:"ThatwaitercametogivePalesaacocktail

sayingsomeoneissendingthecongratulations

messageforherpregnancy,Iwassostupidtolet



herdrinkit,afewminuteslatershestartedfeeling

thepainsandIrushedhertothehospital,itall

happenedsofastSkhulu..WhatwillPalesasay

whenshewakesupandfindoutthatshelosther

baby?Ifailed,Ifailedtoprotecther".

MrMthethwa:"Don'tblameyourselfbutwewillfind

Scelo".

Philani:"IfIdidn'tgetthereontimeIwouldhavelost

hertoo,Sceloneedstopayforwhathedid,hemay

bemybrotherbutnotanymore".

MrMthethwa:"Iwillgowithyoutothehospitalthan

fromthereIwillStartthesearch,wedon'tknow

whathe'splanningwhereverheis".

Philani:"Letmetakeaquickshower".

MrMthethwa:"OkSon".

Philanitookaquickshowerandtheywenttothe

hospital,PalesawasawakebutPhilaniwantedto

speaktoherdoctorfirst..

Doctor:"MrMthethwasheisawake".

Philani:"Yeahdocbuthowisshe?".



Doctor:"Sheisbetter,youdidagoodthingby

bringingherhereontime,wedrainedallthepoison

beforeitdamagedher.MrMthethwaIamsorry

aboutthebaby".

Philani:"Noproblem,Ijustwantedtoknowhow

she'sdoingbecauseI'mreallyworriedabouther".

Doctor:"Iunderstandbutshe'sfineandalsoyour

brotherwashere".

Philani:"Mybrother?".

Doctor:"Yes,hewasreallyworriedbuthecame

whenwewere-".

Philani:"Howcanyouallowsomeoneyoudon'teven

knowhere,didItellyoutoallowvisitorstovisitmy

wife?".

Doctor:"MrMthethwahe-".

Philani:"Idon'twanttohearit,dischargemywife

now!".

Doctor:"Buttherearesomecheckupsthatweneed

todo,maybeshecanbedischargedtomorrow"

Philani:"Idon'tcaredischargehernowandyouwill



continuedoingyourjobinmyhouse".

Doctor:"MrMthethwaIamnotaprivatedoctor".

Philani:"Iwillsuethishospital,younearlyputmy

wife'slifeindanger,thishospitalwillbecloseddown

andyouwillnevereverworkasadoctoragain,do

youhearme?".

Doctor:"Iwillsignthedischargingpapersnowand

youwilltellmewhattodonext".

Philani:"Good".

Hewenttohisfather..

Philani:"Hewashere".

MrMthethwa:"What?Whatiswrongwiththisboy?".

Philani:"TheyaredischargingPalesanow,Skhulu

pleasetakeherhome,IwillcomeIhavesomefew

thingsthatIneedtofix".

MrMthethwa:"Noproblem".

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°

-Palesa



.

IremembertheheatandthepainsbutafterthatI

don'tknowwhathappened,thehardestthingwasto

wakeupaskingifmybabywasfinethanthedoctor

toldmetheycouldn'tsaveit.Iwasdonecrying,tears

couldn'tcomeoutanymore,Philaniwasn'tthere

whenIwokeupandI'msurehejustdroppedmeand

left,Ihadtofeelthepainoflosingababyalone.Mr

Mthethwacameinandhuggedme..

MrMthethwa:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Idon'tknowhowI'mfeeling,Idon'tknowifthis

painwilleverdisappear".

MrMthethwa:"TheyaredischargingyouI'mhereto

takeyouhome,Philanisaid-".

Me:"Idon'tevenwanttohearhisname".

MrMthethwa:"ButPalesahe-".

Me:"PleaseIdon'twanttotalkabouthimrightnow".

MrMthethwa:"Ok,Iwilltakeyouhome".

Wesignedsomepapersthanwewenthome,they

forcedmetostayinbed,Itookmyphoneandcalled



mymom..

Mom:"Pali".

Me:"Mama".

Icouldn'tholdmyselftearsstartedcomingout..

Mom:"Mybabyareyoucrying?".

Me:"Ilostthebabymama,i-".

Mom:"OhMyGod,Iamsorrymychild,I'msosorry,

doyouwantmetocome?".

Me:"Nomamayoudon'thaveto,Ijustwantedto

tellyou".

Mom:"Iwillpraymychild,IamsorryohLordwhyis

thishappeningtous,howisPhilani?".

Me:"He'sfine,wewilltalklater".

Mom:"OkbestrongmybabyandtellPhilanitobe

strongtooIwillprayforyou".

Me:"ThankyouMa".

Iputthephonedown,IwaswonderingwherePhilani

was,MrMthethwaorderedfoodforustoeat,the



manisverykind.PhilanicameandMrMthethwa

stoodupandlefttheroom..

.

.

.

.

Philani:"Mylove".

Me:"Whereareyoucomingfrom?WhenIwokeup

youwerenotthere,IlostthebabyPhilani,ourbaby

butyoudidn'tevencaretobeherewithme".

Philani:"IknowbabyI'msorry,Sceloistheonewho

gaveyouthatdrink,I'mbusylookingforhim".

Me:"WhywouldScelodosomethinglikethat?".

Philani:"Ialsodon'tknowbuthowareyoufeeling?".

Me:"HowdoyouthinkIamfeeling?".

Philani:"Thatbustardkilledmybabyandnearly

killedyou,theytoldmethathewasathospitalthat's

whyItoldthemtodischargeyou".



Me:"Butitdoesn'tmakeanysense,maybeitwas

himwhowastalkingtoyourmomtheotherday".

Philani:"Maybeyouarerightbutpleasemylove

don'tstresstoomuch,IwillfindhimandIthinkwe

needextrasecuritieshere".

Me:"Whatwillyoudotohimwhenyoufindhim?".

Philani:"I'llmakehimpayforhurtingmyfamily".

Me:"Ithinkyoushouldfollowyourmom,maybeshe

knowswheresheis".

Philani:"OkmylovebutIdon'twantyoutoget

involvedinallthis".

Thedoctorcametocheckuponmeandtherewas

medicinethatIwasdrinking,Ialsowenttocleanmy

womb,dayspassedandIhadtogobacktoschool.

AfterschoolI'llwaitatSaneleandPhe'splacefor

PhilaniorMrMthethwatopickmeup,Philanididn't

trustanyonearoundmeandIwassurethat

everyonehatedmebecauseoftheattentionIwas

getting.ItwasaSaturday,abellrangandPhilani

wenttoopenadoor,itwasScelo..



Philani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Scelo:"Youwerelookingforme,weren'tyou?".

Philanitookouthisgunandpointedathim..

Scelo:"Youwon'tshootmeotherwiseyouwould've

doneitalready".

HealsotookouthisgunandpointedatPhilani,Iwas

lookingatthemscaredbutIwouldn'tallowSceloto

killPhilaniinfrontofme..Iranupstairsandmaybe

theythoughtIwasrunningawayfromthem,Philani

shouted..

Philani:"LockthedoorPalesaanddon'tcomeout".

Ilockedourbedroomdoorandsearchedeverywhere

forsomethingIcandefendmyselfwith,Philani's

policeuniformhadagun,IlookedatitbutIwas

afraidtotakeit,Itookitanyway,itwasheavy,I

openedthedoorandwentbacktothesittingroom

andpointedatScelo..

Philani:"Palesawhatareyoudoingwiththatgun,

giveittome".

Me:"Hekilledmybabyandalmostkilledmenowhe



hasthenervestocomeinhereandpointagunat

you".

Scelo:"Palesathishasnothingtodowithyou".

Me:"Ithaseverythingtodowithme".

Thishasnothingtodowithme?Hekilledmybaby

andalmostkilledmebutithasnothingtodowith

me?Mybloodwasboiling.

Myheartwasbeatingfast,veryfastallthepainand

heartbreakIwentthroughafterlosingmybaby

cameback.

Ipulledthetriggerandfelldown,Ididn'tgetup,I

closedmyeyesbecauseIdidn'tknowwhoIshot..

.

.
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Ikeptmyfacedown,Icouldn'tcontrolthetearsfrom

comingout..

Philani:"Palesa!".

Iquicklylookedupandrantohim..

Me:"Ithought-".

Philani:"Youdon'tlisten,Itoldyoutostayupstairs,

babydon'teverdothatagainyoucould'vehurt

yourself".

Hehuggedmetightlyandkissedmyforehead,Scelo

waslayingdownlifeless,Ilookedathimandthan

Philani..

Me:"Let'scalltheambulance".

Philani:"Can'tyouseethathe'sdead".

Me:"I-NooPhilani".

Istartedcryingagain,Ikilledaperson,mybrotherin



law..

Philani:"Palesacalmdown,lookatme".

Me:"IwillgotojailPhilani,mymomisgoingtokill

me,Ikilledyourbrother,ohGodnooo".

Philanijustfoldedhishandsandlookedatme..

Philani:"Areyoudone?".

Me:"Philanii-".

Philani:"Babyshutup,wearenotcallinganyone".

Me:"What?Whatabouthim?Yourmom,your-".

Philani:"Youwillnevergotojaildoyouhearme,

stopcrying,youkilledhimandhewillneverever

wakeupsodealwithit".

Me:"But-".

Philani:"Weneedtogetridofthebodyandthatwas

aprettygoodshot,wheredidyoulearnthatbaby?".

Ilookedathimindisbelief,hewascalmandalso

jokingaboutit..

Me:"Philaniikilledyourbrotherandyouareokwith



it?".

Philani:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Callthecops,

wellI'mthefuckin'copandI'mhere.Hewasgoingto

killbothofus,hekilledourbabyPalesa,I'mnot

sayingwhatyoudidisrightbutthisbustard

deservedit.NowBabyshutupandbeastrong

women,doyourememberthePalesawhowas

holdingagunafewminutesago?,Ineedhernow,

let'sdealwiththisandwe'llmournlater"

.

ItriedbutIcouldn't,I'veneverbeenthisclosetoa

deadpersonbefore,PhilaniwenttothegarageandI

wantedtofollowhimbecauseIwasscaredbutI

didn't,hecamebackwithabigwhiteplastic,he

layeditdownandlookedatme.

Me:"No,Iwon'ttouchhim".

Philani:"Stopbeingsuchababy,comehelpme".

Me:"IsaidNo".

Helookeddownandpushedthebodytotheplastic

androlledit..



Philani:"Comewithaplastictape".

Me:"Where?".

Philani:"Checkinthetoolbox".

IsearchedforitandIfoundit,hewrappeditaround

him,hedraggedthebodytothekitchen.

Me:"Whereareyougoing?".

Philani:"Comeandhelpmehere".

Hetookoutmaybetentilesinthekitchenthanhe

pressedabutton,themetalthingopenedandthere

werestairsgoingdown,Ilookedathim.

Philani:"Iwillexplain".

HepushedthebodydownandIfollowedhim

becauseIwantedtoseewhatwasintheremaybe

thereweremanybodiesthere,itwasdarkbutwhen

heswitchedonthelights,thebasementisbeautiful,

withlotsandlotsofgunsthatI'veneverseeninmy

entirelife,differenttypesofguns.

Me:"Whydoyouhavesomanygunshere?".

Philani:"IsaidIwillexplainbutnotnow".



IlookedathimagaintoshowhimthatIwasn'teven

laughing,heknowsmylook.

Philani:"Youarenotthinkingofshootingmeare

you?".

Me:"Ifyoudon'ttellmewhat'sgoingonhereinmy

houseIwill".

Philani:"Okbaby,thisisourbusiness,weare

dealingwithillegalweapons,anydangerous

weaponsyoucanthinkof".

Me:"That'swhy-..".

Philani:"That'swhyI'mthepolice,there'sapolice,

constableMofokenghewasonourbackthat'swhyI

decidedtobeapolicetoprotectourbusinessbuthe

hatesmeandstilltriestodigdeeper".

Me:"Iftheyfindoutthatyouareadealerwhatwill

theydotoyou?".

Philani:"Welllifesentencemylove,that'swhywe

aresorich,it'sbecauseofthis".

Me:"Andthetaxis?".

Philani:"Taxisdoesn'thavemuchmoneyasthis,



thiswasthesecretIwasprotectingyoufromPalesa,

I'macriminalhidinginapoliceuniform,I'vekilledso

manypeoplebecauseofthisandpleasebabydon't

tellanyonebecauseonceoneofusfindsoutthatI

toldyouaboutthis,theywillkillyou".

.

.

.

.

Me:"Why?".

Philani:"Becausethisisdangerousandit'sahuge

secretthatneedstobeprotected".

Me:"Thoserichpeoplethatalwayscometoyour

familypartiesarealsoinvolved?".

Philani:"Thoseareourbusinesspartnersand

clientsactuallythosearenotjustparties,it'sour

bidingorshouldIsayauctionmeetingsthanafterall

thatweenjoyfoodanddrinks".

Me:"God,likeIdon'tevenknowwhattosay".



Philani:"MyLovethisiswhoIamandIcan'tchange

it,let'sgoup".

Ididn'twanttoaskhimmorequestionsandthe

bloodonthefloorneededtobecleaned,thewayI

wasshakingIdidthespringcleaningintheDining

roomcozididn'twanttoseenotevenasmallspot

ofblood.Ifinishedandwenttothebathroomtotake

ashower,firstthingIthrewup,vomitedeverythingI

ate.Itookoffmyclothesandopenedashower,I

criedsoloudinsidetheshowerthinkingaboutScelo.

Ilookedatmyhandsandcouldn'tbelievewhatIdid,

Ifinishedbathingandwenttoourbedroom,I

couldn'teatIwasnumb..

Philani:"I'mgoingnow".

Me:"Youaregoingwhere?".

Philani:"Towork,remember?".

Me:"Butyoucan'tleavemeherealonewiththat-..

PhilaniI'mscared".

Philani:"Nothingisgoingtohappenyouarejust

scared,IwillcallSaneletocomesleephere".



Me:"But-".

Philani:"Iloveyou,I'llseeyouinthemorning".

Hekissedmeandleft,Ilockedthebedroomdoor

andprayed,IwasscaredIcouldn'tevengotothe

kitchen.AftertwohoursSanelecameandknock.

Sanele:"Whyareyoulockingyourselfhere,inyour

bedroom?".

Me:"Ididn'tevennoticethatIlockedthedoor".

Sanele:"IunderstandandI'msureyoumustbe

scared,Philanitoldmewhathappened".

Me:"Hedid?".

Sanele:"Yah,whatScelodidwasveryselfishand

I'msorrybutdadandphilaniarelookingforhim,he

won'tcomenearyoueveragain".

Yuuhmyheartnearlycameout,atleasthedoesn't

knowtheactualstory,hewentdownstairsandI

lockedtheroomagain.IwasscaredandPhilanikept

oncheckinguponme,Idon'tknowhowIfellasleep

butIdidandnothinghappened,Philaniwokemeup

forschoolinthemorning.



Me:"DoIreallyhavetogo?".

Philani:"Yesandyouaregoing".

Me:"Idon'tevenlikethiscourse,ItookitcozIwon

ascholarship".

Philani:"Butstillyouaregoingtoschool".

Me:"Butineedsome-".

Philani:"ActuallyI'mtakingyoutoschool,I'llsleep

whenIgetbackandI'llfetchyou".

Iwasn'treadyforschoolbuthepushedme,myday

atschoolwasnormalandverylong,aroundthree

Philanifetchedme.

Philani:"Let'sgotomyparentshouse".

Me:"Noareyououtofyourmind?".

Philani:"Why?".

Me:"Ican'tafterwhatIdid".

Philani:"Justgetoverit".

Me:"Ican'tbutmaybeIwilltrytogetoveritwhen

he'snotinthehouseanymore".



Philani:"Itwasyourfirsttime,Iunderstand".

HedrovehomeandItriedtoeat,Iwasreallyscared

Philanievennoticedit,hedidn'tgotoworkandIfelt

safeinhisarmsandfellasleepearly..

Philani:"Palesa,babywakeup".

Me:"Whatnow?Whattimeisit?".

Philani:"Itshalfpasttwelve,wakeup".

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingonbutIdidwakeup..

Philani:"Heretakethisclothesandwearthemdon't

forgetthehoodieit'salittlecoldoutside".

Me:"Wherearewegoing?".

Philani:"ImadeafewcallsandImanagedtogeta

space,thegraveisready".

Me:"WhatgravePhilani?".

Philani:"Wearegoingtoburymybrothernowand

don'tstartwithyourstories,Ialreadytookhimtothe

car,let'sgo".

Iquicklyworetheclothesandfollowedhimtothe

van,hedroveoffandwearrivedatthecemetery,my



fearcamebackagainbutIdidn'twanttoshow

Philanibecausehewasn'thimself,wedroveinside

thecemeteryandheknewwherehewasgoing.

Philani:"Wearyourhoodieandcomehelpme".

IdidasIwastold,wecarriedhimandthrewhim

insidethegrave,hegavemeashovelanddidn'tsay

anything.

.

.

.

.

HestartedthrowinginthesandandIfollowedhim,it

cametoapointwhereIwastiredverytiredbutI

didn'twanttostop,whenweweredonePhilanitook

theshovelsandIfollowedhim,wedrovebackhome..

Ididn'tevengoupstairs,Iwenttotheshower

downstairsandgotinsideasIwas,Ididn'ttakeout

myclothes,Ididn'tknowwhattodobuttocry.

Philanigotinsidetheshowerandstartedundressing

me.



Philani:"IhavedonesomanythingsbutInever

thoughtI'lleverburymyownbrother,Iwasignoring

thisbutithurts,itreallyhurts,wegrewuptogether,

heismybrother".

Me:"it'smyfaultPhilaniiamsorry,Iwishthere's

somethingIcando,Iwillgotothepolicefirstthing

inthemorning".

Philani:"InowknowthatIwasn'twrongaboutyou,

youaremytruesoulmate.Ifyoudidn'tpullthat

triggerwewillbesingingadifferentsongnow,you

savedmefrommyownbrother,hewasgoingtokill

me.IknowthatwithyoubymysideI'msafe,youare

notgoingtojailforprotectingyourhusband.Mbali

yami,babylookatmebaby".

Ilookedupathim..

Philani:"Ioweyou,Ioweyoumylifeforsavingme,I

cannotrepayyoubutIcanpromiseyouonething

andIwillforevercherishthat,BabyIwillneverever

leaveyou,youaremyrideordiebaby.Iwilltake

everybulletforyou,Iloveyou".

Me:"IloveyoumoreNyambosewami".



.
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IthasbeentwoweeksnowsinceweburiedScelo

andI'mtryingtodealwithit,wehaven'tvisited

Philani'smomeverytimeshecallsandwantsusto

meetfortheweddingpreparationsIjustcomeup

withexcuses.ItwasSaturdaynightandwewere

chillinginbedtalking..

Me:"Ithinkweshouldgotochurchtomorrow".

Philani:"Youarestartingagain".

Me:"IfeellikemysoulwillfindpeaceifIgoto



churchandI'mtakingyouwithme".

Philani:"WhenIsaidI'lldoeverythingforyouthat

didn'tincludegoingtochurch".

Me:"Whydoyouhatethechurchsomuch?".

Philani:"Idon't,Ijustdon'thavetimetogothere".

Me:"Ifyouwantustovisityourparentslet'sgoto

church".

Philani:"That'snotfairbabyyouareblackmailing

me".

Me:"Wellit'suptoyou".

Philani:"Offineit'snotlikeIhaveachoice".

Me:"Thankyouandmylovepleasetrustmeyou

won'tregretit,RememberthetimeItoldyouabout

Mitchell?".

Philani:"Thecrazyone".

Me:"Hmmyahshe'llbesohappytoseeus

tomorrow,she'salwaysaskingmetovisitherchurch

andshesaysthech-".

Philani:"Sowegonnatalkaboutthechurchnow?".



Me:"YesandasIwassayingthatMitchellsaid-".

Philani:"OhGod!Comehere".

Icouldn'ttalkanymorebecauseofhistouch,Idon't

knowhowmanytimeswemadelovethatnight.In

themorningweatebreakfastandpreparedfor

churcheventhoughPhilaniwascomplainingthe

wholetime,churchwasgoodandMitchellwas

happytoseeus.

WellMitchellwasthegirlIwenttoschoolwith.After

churchwedrovetotheMthethwahome..

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mreadytofaceyourfamily".

Philani:"Butsoonerorlateryouhavetofacethem

justbeyourselfandiftheytalkaboutScelojustkeep

itcalmbaby,please".

Me:"Iwilltrybutitwon'tbethateasy".

Philanicalledhismominthemorningandtoldher

thatwewerecoming,whenwearrivedshehad

alreadycookedeverySundaycoursemealyoucan

find,thewomenisjusttoomuch,maybeit'sbecause

shehasmoneycozshegoesextraineverythingshe



does..

MrsMthethwa:"Mybabies,itbeenalongtime,how

areyouPali?".

Me:"I'mfinemama,howareyou?".

MrsMthethwa:"Iamgood,youlooksobeautifulI

thinkwehavemorecatchinguptodo,wehavetogo

outshopping".

Me:"Wehaveto".

Ididn'tknowhowtoact,Ikilledherson,itwasvery

hardtopretendasifeverythingwasalright..

MrMthethwa:"Palesahowareyoumydaughter?".

Me:"I'mgoodandhowareyou?".

MrMthethwa:"I'mgoodandgettingyoungereach

andeveryday".

MrsMthethwa:"Hehe,whotoldyouthatyouare

gettingyounger?".

Me:"ButhelookslikeheisPhilani'sbrothernothis

dad".

Philani:"Whatexactlyareyoutryingtosay?".



MrsMthethwa:"Areyoutryingtosaymysonlooks

old?".

Me:"HahaBabasavemetuh".

MrMthethwa:"Theyarejustjealousdon'tmind

themandI'mhappythatIhavesomeonewhotakes

mysideinthishouse".

Me:"Wheneveryouneedanarmy,don'thesitateto

callme".

Philani:"You'llneverwin".

MrMthethwa:"Wewillseeaboutthat".

ItwasnothowIthoughtitwasgoingtobe,wewere

talkingandjoking.AtchurchIdidaskforgiveness

fromGodandIknewandbelievedthatheforgave

meformysins,goingtochurchwasmorethanjust

pleasingthepersonwhoinvitedmebuttoask

forgivenessfromGodforallmysins..

Ididn'trealizethatIwasdroolinguntilPhilani

brushedmythighs,atleastthetablewascovering

allthat,Iwhisperedtohim..

.



.

.

.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Philani:"Itoldyoutobeyourself".

Me:"Butiam".

Philani:"Noyouarecountingtherice,stopit!".

MrMthethwa:"Areyoukidsalright?".

Philani:"Palesawascomplainingaboutthe

headachewhenwecamehere".

MrsMthethwa:"Whydidn'tyoutellus,youcantake

thefoodasthetakeawayandgohome".

Me:"NoMaI'llbefine".

Philani:"Noyouarenotfine,we'lltakethe

takeaway".

MrsMthethwa:"Noproblem,I'lldishupforyouand

Philanimakesurethatshedrinksthepainblocks".

ShefinishedandgaveustheTupperware,onour



wayhomethedrivewasquiet,whenwearrived

homeIwenttorelaxonthecouch..

Philani:"What'syourproblem?".

Me:"Philaniyoucan'texpectmetopretendlike

everythingisfine".

Philani:"Likereallynow?".

Me:"It'shard".

Philani:"Followme".

HestoodupandIfollowedhim,hetookoutthetiles

andwewentinsidethebasement,heswitchedon

thelightsandopenedanotherdoor..

Me:"I'mtiredwhatarewedoinghere?".

Hetookagunandgaveittome,hetookthebeer

bottlesandputtheontopofthewoodendrums..

Philani:"Don'tworrythiswallhasabulletproof,I

wantyoutoshootthebottlenothingelse".

Me:"Ican'tbelievethis,Philaniareyououtofyour

mind?".

Philani:"ForonceinyourlifejustdowhatItellyou



todo".

Me:"Idon'twanttousethisgun".

Philani:"ButyoukilledSc-".

Me:"FineI'lldo".

Philani:"Easybaby,don'tgowiththeemotions,relax

yourbody?".

Me:"Butit'sheavy".

Philani:"Letmehelpyou,holditlikethis,nobaby

relaxyourshoulders,I'llcounttothree.One,two,

three".

Ishotthebottle,threeoftheminarowwithout

missing,Philanilookedatmeshocked..

Philani:"Areyousureyou'veneverusedagun

before?".

Me:"Don'tstartplease".

Philani:"Butyourshotsareperfect,youdon'teven

miss,let'sdothisoncemore,Iwantyoutotakeall

yourfearandangerout.Babywhatdoneisdone,we

can'tchangethepastfromtodayIdon'twantyouto



talkaboutwhathappened,doyouhearme?".

Inoddedmyhead..

Philani:"Goodnowshootandtakeallyouremotions

out".

Ishotagainwithoutmissingasinglebottleand

Philanilookedveryuncomfortable,Ismiledalittle..

Philani:"Idon'twanttoseeyouusingortouchinga

guneveragain".

Me:"Why?".

Philani:"BecauseIsaidso".

Hecouldn'tstoplookingatmeandIwashundred

percentsurethathefeltverythreatened,Itookthe

foodthathismomgaveusandstartedeating..

Me:"Whyareyoustaringatme?".

Philani:"Palesaistheresomethingyouarehiding

fromme?".

Me:"Idon'tunderstandnow".

Philani:"Babydoyouknowhowmanytimesa

personhastotraintoshootlikethat?Babyyouare



talented,verytalented".

Me:"Soyouaretryingtotellmethatmytalentisto

kill?".

Philani:"NobabyNo,Ididn'texpectthislikebaby

I'mshockedveryshocked".

Me:"Let'sstoptalkingaboutthisplease".

Thedaywenton,thefollowingdayIwenttoschool,

thingswereprettytoughatschoolcozwewere

startingtoprepareforthefinalexams,Ihadalot

goingonsincetheyearstartedbutIdidn'tallowitto

comebetweenmeandmystudies.Philaniwasstill

goingtoworkandalsointheirfamilycompany..

Philani:"Iwaswithmyfamilytodayandtheyare

startingtoworryaboutScelo".

Me:"Whatdidtheysay?".

Philani:"Thathehasneverdisappearedbefore,I

wonderwhobroughthimherethatdaycozhiscar

wasn'toutside".

Me:"Doyouthinkthatpersonmightgotoyour

family?".



Philani:"Maybeanuberdroppedhimhere,Scelo

washeretokillus,Idon'tthinkhewould'vehired

someonetodrivehimherebutScebiisbusycalling

hisfriends".

Me:"MaybeIshouldjusttellthetruth".

Philani:"Thatwillneverhappen".

MyfearstartedagainbutIrememberedPhilani's

wordstokeepitcalm..myphoneranganditwas

Philani'smom.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Hello".

MrsMthethwa:"Palesahowareyou?".

Me:"I'mgoodMa,howareyou?".

MrsMthethwa:"I'mgoodmybaby,whatareyou

doingtomorrowafterschool?".



Me:"Wellnothingbesidesstudying,whyareyou

askingMa?".

MrsMthethwa:"ImadeafewcallsguesswhatI

managedtogetholdofthebestweddingplannerin

townandIwon'ttellyouhisnamecozit'sasurprise".

Me:"Really?".

MrsMthethwa:"YesreallysopleasetomorrowI'll

sendadrivertofetchyouafterschool".

Me:"OkManoproblemIwillseeyoutomorrow".

MrsMthethwa:"Okbye".

Idroppedthecall..

Me:"Yourmomarrangedameetingwiththe

weddingplannertomorrow".

Philani:"Okbaby,don'tforgettoaskhimhowmuch

he'llneedsothatI'llpayhimallhismoneybefore

everything".

Me:"Iwon't".

.

ThenextdayIwenttoschoolandexactlyaftermy



classesthedriverwasalreadywaitingforme,he

tookmetoaverybeautifulrestaurant,Mrs

Mthethwawasalreadytherewaitingforme,I

huggedandgreetedher..

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenhere?".

MrsMthethwa:"Notthatlong,takethemenuand

orderanythingthatyouwanttoeat".

Shewasn'ttheMrsMthethwathatIknew,Iordered

astuffedpumpkinwithlambandapeachjuice..

MrsMthethwa:"Iorderedafullbottleofwine,doyou

likesome?".

Me:"No,juicewillbefine".

Idon'tknowifitwasmeorsomethingbutherlook

wasdangerous,shewasn'tnormalreally,thewaiter

camewithfoodandIwasfamished,Iate

immediately.

MrsMthethwa:"How'syourfood?".

Me:"Ittastesgood".

MrsMthethwa:"That'sgoodtohear,youknowIlike

toseemyson'shappybuttheyallknowwhat



happensiftheystartbullshittingme".

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

MrsMthethwa:"MySondisappearedandit'snotlike

himtojustdisappearwithouttellingme".

Me:"PhilanitoldmebutI'msurehe'sonvacationor

something".

MrsMthethwa:"Vacationhaha,notScelo,Ispoketo

hisfriendsandtheytoldmethathewastiredof

hidingfromhisbrotherthat'swhyhetookhisgun

andtoldhisfriendsthatheisgoingtoconfrontyour

manPhilanithat'swhentheylastsawhim".

MyheartstartedbeatingfastandIwantedthe

groundtoopenandswallowmebutIkeptmyhead

strong..

Me:"SoScelowantstokillPhilaniandyouarefine

withit?".

MrsMthethwa:"PhilaniismysonbutSceloismore

thanthat".

Herwordsmademeangry..

Me:"MrsMthethwaIhopeyoufindyourSon



sooner".

MrsMthethwa:"Whatdidyoutwodotomyson,he

can'tdisappear,hepoisonedyouandkilledyour

unbornchildsoyouhadeveryreasontopay

revenge".

Me:"WearenotasheartlessasyourSon".

MrsMthethwa:"Watchyourtongueyounglady,I

swearifIfindoutthatyourhusbanddidsomethingI

sweari'l-".

Me:"Whatexactlyareyougoingtodotohim,kill

him?Likeyoudidtoyourgirlsandyourhusband?".

MrsMthethwa:"Whotoldyouthat?".

Me:"ListenhereMrsMthethwayoudon'tdeserveto

becalledaMother,youarethreateningtohurtyour

ownSon?".

MrsMthethwa:"Don'tyoudaremesswithme,do

youknowwhoIam?".

Me:"Idon'tevenwanttoknowbutthereis

somethingthatyouneedtoknow,ifmyhusband

comeshomewithasinglescratchinhisbody,you



willregretthedayyoueverwelcomedmeintoyour

house".

MrsMthethwa:"Hahahawuuuhdon'tmakeme

laughandwhothehellareyoutothreatenme".

Me:"PalesaMokwena-Mthethwaandthat'snota

threat,it'sapromise.IthinkIneedthatwinenow,

pleasepassmethatglass".
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AthomethingswerenormalandIdidn'twanttotell



PhilaniabouthisMom,shethreatenedtohurthim,

herownSon,ifItellhimitwilldefinitelybreakhim.

Scelo'ssearchwasstillongoingbutnoonehada

cluewherehewasexceptforus..Philaniwasback

fromworksincehewasworkingadayshift,wewere

inadiningroomeatingandwatchingtv..

Me:"YouknowIwasthinking?".

Philani:"Whatbaby".

Me:"AlothashappenedlatelythebabyandScelo

soIwasthinkingthatIshouldgohomemaybe

tomorrowafterschoolsinceit'sFriday".

Philani:"ButthisweekendI'mverybusywhydon't

wegonextweek".

Me:"No,youcanstaybehindandfocusonyour

work,I'llgo,please,Ireallymissmyfamily".

Philani:"Ok,Noproblem".

Atleasthedidn'tfightitwefinishedeatingandwent

tobed,thefollowingmorningIpackedmybagand

wenttoschool,afterschoolIwenthome,Ireally

missedthisplaceandmyfamily,mymomhadbeen



callingaskingwhereIwasandthewayshecouldn't

waitformetogethome..

Mom:"IcamebackearlyfromworkcozIwantedto

cookforyou".

Me:"Butyoudidn'thavetoMa".

Mom:"Nomybaby,Iwantedto,takeyourbagto

yourroom".

Iwenttomyroomandrelaxedabit,Imissedmy

roomandmybed..

Mom:"Pali,what'swrongwhyaresleeping?".

Me:"Nothing'swrong,Iwasaliltiredthat'sall".

Mom:"Buthowareyouthough?".

Me:"I'mfineandhappy,Icouldn'taskforanymanin

thisworld,PhilaniiseverythingIneedandmore".

Mom:"I'mhappytohearthat,howareyoucopying

afterlosingthebaby?".

Me:"Itwashardandit'sstillisbuteverythingisfine

now".

Mom:"HowdidyoulosethebabyPalesa?Wereyou



havinganycomplications?Youneedtogotochurch

mychild".

Me:"Nomamait'snothinglikethat,actuallyIwas

poisonedandthepoisonwasquicktoharmthe

baby".

Mom:"Butwhowoulddosuchahorriblething?".

IlookeddownthinkingaboutScelo,GodIdidn'teven

wanttotalkabouthimandIwasnotgoingtotellmy

momthatPhilani'sbrotherwastheonewho

poisonedme..

Me:"It'sfood,Imeanfoodpoisonbutthematter

hasbeensortedoutandweareallgoodnow".

Mom:"I'mhappytoseethatyouarehappy,welland

yourbrother".

Shetookalongbreathbeforesayingthat..

Me:"What'swrongwithSphiwe,ishealright?".

Mom:"Heis,youknowI'vebeensuspectingthat

maybehelikesboysbutIhaveneverthoughtit's

reallytrue".

Me:"Ohthat,howdidyoufindout?".



Mom:"Itdoesn'tmatterhowIfoundoutbutit'shard

toacceptallthisbutaslongasheishappy".

Me:"AndDadwhatdidhesay?".

Mom:"Wellit'shardbuthe'stryingveryhardnotto

showitbecausehewantstoseeyourbrotherhappy

andanotherthingis,hisexgirlfriendispregnant.

Sphiwehidallthatfromus".

Me:"Hehadagirlfriend?Wow!".

Mom:"Yourfatherishappythatatleastwewill

havekidsinthishouse".

Me:"Kids?".

Mom:"Yeahshe'scarryingtwinsandshewillgive

birthatanytimenow".

Me:"Wow!Andshe'sokwithSphiwebeinggay?".

Mom:"Wellshesaystheybrokeupbeforesheknew

shewaspregnantandwe'vealreadypaidthe

damagesforthekids,thegirlsaidsheisgoingback

toschoolnextyearsowearegoingtolookafterthe

kids.Yourfatherisveryhappyeventhoughyour

brotherisdatingthatboynow".



Me:"Imissedalothereyeses".

Mom:"GetupsothatI'lldishupforyou".

Igotupandfollowedher,shecookeddumplingsand

beefstew,myfavorite..Weate,Mydadandlittle

sistercamebackhome,itwasfunandImissed

eachandeveryoneofthem,Iwenttobedwithmy

littlesisterandwesleptverylatebecausewewere

busygossiping,shetoldmeeverythingthathad

beengoinginDaveyton,Myphoneranganditwas

Philanicalling.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Hello".

Philani:"MyLove,I'msorryfornotcalling,didyou

arrivesafe?".

Me:"Ididandhowareyou?".

Philani:"Bad,Imissyou".



Me:"Haaalready?ButImissyoutooandI'mvery

sleepybabylet'stalkinthemorning".

Philani:"OkMylove,goodnight".

HedroppedthecallandGodImissedhimeven

more,Ifellasleepandthefollowingday,Iwas

wokenupbyhiscall.

Me:"MrMthethwa".

Philani:"MyLove,didyousleepwell?".

Me:"Ican'tcomplainandyou?".

Philani:"Nobad,babeIwascheckinguponyouI'm

goingtomymom'shouseshecalledme,IWillcall

youlater,Iloveyou".

Me:"Iloveyoumorebye".

SphiweandKagisocame,myparentsarevery

understandingpeopleI'mgladthattheydidn'tjudge

mybrotherbutaccepthimforwhoheis,thedaywas

good,onSundayKagisowasgoingtojozisoI

decidedtogetaliftfromhimthanItookanuberto

myhouse..



Philani:"Ithoughtyouarecomingbacktomorrow".

Me:"Wellichangedmymind".

Philani:"Imissedyou,youknowAmandahasbeen

sendingmemessages".

Me:"Whatkindofmessages?".

Philani:"Seductivemessagesandnudessheasked

toseemeyesterdaybutItoldhertoleavemealone".

Mysupermanistellingmethis?Iwasproudandfelt

loved..

Me:"And?".

Philani:"MyLoveyouknowsomethingdoesn'tadd

uphere,MyMomcalledinthemorningandasked

howmynightwas,didIhavefunandallthat".

Me:"SoyourmomisbehindthiswholeAmanda

thing,wellI'mnotsurprisedandIfeelsorryforthem

iftheirplanistobreakusupcozI'mnotgoing

anywhere".

Hesmiledandlookedatme..

Me:"What?".



Philani:"Youhavechanged,youarenotthesoft

Palesawhoisalwayscrying,youarenowhmmhow

canIputit,youarenowactinglikeacriminals

girlfriendandIlikeit".

Me:"Comeonyouarejustexaggerating".

Philani:"Nobabe,youknownowI'mevenscaredto

doublecrossyou,Iloveyou".

Hekissedmylipsandtookmybagupstairs,haveI

reallychanged?Nobutyes,thewayIspoketoMrs

Mthethwawasn'tnormalbutIwoulddoanythingand

everythingtoprotectPhilaniandourrelationship,I

oweittohim,forGod'ssakeIkilledhisblood

brothereventhoughitwasamistakebutheforgave

meandtriedsohardtoprotectme.TheleastIcould

doistoaccepthimforwhoheis,Nooneisasaint

that'swhatItoldmyself.Philanicamebackand

disturbedmythoughts..

Philani:"BabeDadjustcalledandit'surgent,Iwillbe

backnowordoyouwannacomewith?".

Me:"NoI'mtiredandhungryIwanttocookbutsay

hitohim".



Hecamecloserandstartedkissingmylips..

Philani:"I'mvery,veryhungrymakesurethefood

youcookcomeswithmychocolatefountain".

Me:"Stopit,pleasegotuuh".

Philani:"Maybemydadcanwaitwhydon'twestart

with-".

Me:"Gotoyourdadwe'll-"..

Icouldn'tfinishashestartedkissingmeandone

thingledtotheotherweendedupinthecouch

tryingtocatchourbreaths,hisphonerang..

Philani:"Skhulu,I'monmywaygivemejustfive

minutes".

Hedroppedthecallandstarteddressingup..

Philani:"Iwillcomebacknownow".

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft,ohmyGodIlove

thisguy,Ilockedthedoorsandwentupstairsfora

longbaththanIstartedcooking,Ifinishedcooking

andwaitedforhim..Iwaiteduntileightatnightbut

hedidn'tcomebacksoIstartedeating,thebellrang,

Istooduptoopenthedoor,threeguyswere



standinginfrontofme..

Me:"Hi,canIhelp?".

Theyjustpassedmeandgotinside,thenervesof

theseguys,Ilookedatthemupanddown,Awhite

guywearingaleatherjacketstartedspeaking..

Him:"YoulookevenmorebeautifulPalesa".

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?".

Him:"OhI'msorryfornotintroducingmyself,my

nameisHilton,itisnicetofinallymeetyou".

HestretchedouthishandforshakebutIjuststared

atit..

Him:"Ohmybad,sobacktobusiness,Your

boyfriendPhilani-".

Me:"Husband".

.

.

.

.



Him:"Oh,I'msorryMrsMthethwa,yeshim,Your

husbandhassomethingthatdoesn'tbelongtohim

soI'mheretotakeit".

Me:"Theonlythingthatbelongstohimhereisme

buttherestbelongstome,soyoucan'ttellmethatI

don'tbelongtohim".

TheBlackguytookouthisgunandInearlyfainted

butIkeptitcalmnotshowingthatIwasscaredor

closetourinateonmypants,Hiltonwavedathimto

stopandhedid..

Him:"Youareaveryinterestingwomen,Your

attitudeisverysexybuttheseguyswillsearchthis

housenow".

Me:"Sorrysirbutthat'snotgoingtohappen".

Hecameclosertome,veryclose...

Him:"WearenotyourschoolfriendPalesanow

keepquietandallowustodoourjob".

Inoddednervouslyandtheysearchedandsearched

butcameoutwithnothing..



Hecameandlookedatme,thantheyleft..Ifollowed

themandlockedthedoor,thewholetimeIwas

holdingmybreath,Irealiseditandquicklywentto

thetoilettopeethewayIwassoscared..

ItookmyphoneanddialedPhilani'snumberbutit

tookmetovoicemail,evenhisdad'snumberwason

voicemail..

ThewholehousewasupsidedownandIdidn'teven

knowwhattheywerelookingfor.

IwaitedbutwhenIcheckedthetimeitwastotwelve

butstillIcouldn'tfindPhilaniorhisdad,Istarted

gettingworriedcozseriouslyIwasn'tgoingtocall

hismom,Ithoughtabouttheguyswhocameand

startedcrying,Itookmyphoneagainandlefta

voicemailforPhilani..

Me:"Philaniiswearifyoudon'tcomebackhome

nowIwillsqueezeyourballsandcookthem,Baby

pleaseswitchonyourphone,thewholehouseis

upsidedown,,thesepeoplewhocamehere-God

pleasecomebackhome".

.



.

.

Like

Sharethepage

LotsofLove

.

.

Pleasedon'tforgettolikeTheHiddenPrincess-

Inkosazane

[11/7,08:11]Maikundai:ThePoliceman'sWife[27]

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

Iwasscaredtogosleepupstairsbesidesthewhole

furniturewasupsidedown,Isatonthecouchand

endedupfallingasleep,Iheardthebellringmany

times,Iwokeupandcheckedthetimeitwashalf

pasttwointhemorning,whenIopeneditwas

Philani,Iwentbacktothecouchtosleep..

Philani:"Baby".

Ijustkeptquiet,hecamecloserandtouchedme..

Me:"Dontyoudaretouchme".

Hewastired,helookedtired...

Philani:"Ourtruckswerehijacked,twotruckswith



overathousandofweapons".

Ikeptquiet..

Philani:"Theycan'tgetawaywithit".

Me:"Youseethatthehouseisupsidedownandyou

don'tevencaretoaskwhathappened,youonlytell

meyourproblems?".

Philani:"I'msorrybabywhathappened?".

Me:"Besidesweaponswhatelsethatyoudo

illegally?".

Philani:"Nothingbaby".

Me:"Therewasawhitemanherehesaidhewants

whatbelongstohimandyouhaveit,hesearched

thiswholehouseandyouwerenotevenhere,whatif

theydidsomethingtome?".

Philani:"Whowasit?".

Me:"HiltonIdon'tknowbutsomethinglikethat".

Philani:"Hiltonknowsmeverywellhewillpayfor

this".

Hetookouthisphoneandchargedit...



Philani:"BabyI'msorrylet'sgotobed,we'llcleanup

inthemorning".

Istoodupandfollowedhimupstairs,noonewas

talking,hewastiredandIwasangry,wefellasleep,

inthemorningwhenIwokeuphewasnotthere,I

wenttoshowerfromthereIwentdownstairs,

everythingwasbacktonormal,MrMthethwawas

alsothere..

Me:"Goodmorning".

MrMthethwa:"Palesa,howareyoumychild?".

Me:"I'mgood,doyouneedanythingtoeatordrink?".

MrMthethwa:"Iwouldlovethat".

Iwenttothekitchenandleftthemtalking,Imadean

easybreakfast,scrambledeggs,minicheese

sausages,baconandtoastwithorangejuiceanda

coffee,Iservedittothemandalsojoinedthem..

Philani:"Palesaisalsocomingwithme".

MrMthethwa:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea".

Philani:"Sheknowsaboutthisbusinessandshe

doesn'tfeelsafehereanymore".



MrMthethwa:"Iunderstand,Ican'tgoagainstyour

decision".

Philani:"Palesapackourclothesweareleavingin

anhour".

Me:"Wherearewegoing?".

Philani:"Durban,Babypleasebequick".

Istoodupandwenttoourbedroom,Ididn'teven

knowwhattopack,Ijusttookwhatisawfirstand

packeditinonebigsuitcase,notforgettingmy

toiletries.Philaniopenedthedoor,hecametome

andgavemealongdeepkiss.

Philani:"Areyoudone?".

Me:"IthinkIambutIdidn'tknowwhattopack".

Philani:"It'sokmylove,wecannowleave".

Me:"Now?Ineedtochange-".

Philani:"Babyyouaresobeautiful,mydadis

waitingdownstairs".

HetookthebagsandIfollowedhim,itwasjustthe

threeofus,wedrovetotheprivateairport,ahuge



JetwaswaitingforuswrittenSkhulu,Ilookedat

Philani,healwayscallshisfatherSkhulu,doesthat

meanheownstheJet,Theladythatwefoundthere

spoke..

Her:"MrMthemthwa,itisgoodtoseeyouagain".

MrMthethwa:"Asanda,it'sgoodtoseeyoutoo".

Wegotinsideandtheyhelpedwithourbags..

Philani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"WellI'veneverbeenonaplanebefore".

Hesmiledandkissedmyforehead..

Philani:"Wellwewillcelebratethatlater,sithere".

MrMthethwa:"Palesaareyoucomfortable?".

Me:"YesIam".

MrMthethwa:"Istillthinkit'sabadideaforherto

comewithusNyambose,Asanda!".

Asanda:"Yessir!".

MrMthethwa:"Pleasebringussomerefreshments

ndajuiceformydaughterinlaw".



Shenoddedandleft...

MrMthethwa:"Walterdidaverygoodjob,the

Govendersarealsocoming".

Philani:"IonlywanttoseethatassholeHilton,he'll

payforharassingmywife".

MrMthethwa:"I'mnotgettinginvolvedinthat".

Theycontinuedtalkingaboutbusinessthreehours

laterwewereinDurban,thedrivertookusfromthe

airporttothehotel,theydidn'tcheckin,theygreeted

theworkersliketheyknowthem.

.

.

.

.

Wetooktheliftsandgotoffonthe8thfloor,Mr

MthethwawentontheotherroomandPhilani

openedthedoor,itdidn'tlooklikeahotel,insideit

wasthefullhouse,ahugesuite..

Philani:"Ineedtotakeashower".



Me:"Ok".

Istartedlookingaroundadmiringthebeautyofthe

place,IheardaknockandIwenttoopenthedoor,a

guydressedinahoteluniformwasinfrontofme..

Him:"Goodafternoonma'm,Iboughttheseasthe

youngMrMthethwarequested".

Me:"He'sintheshower,I'lltakeitonhisbehalf".

Him:"OkMa'myoucansignhere".

Isignedandclosedthedoor,Philaniwalkedoutof

theshower..

Philani:"Isthatmysuit?".

Me:"Youwereasuit?".

Philani:"YesbabyIdoandthisisyourdress,Itwill

lookgoodonyou".

Me:"Wherearewegoing?".

Philani:"Groundfloor,takeaquickshowerwhileI

getreadyandIhavesomefewcallsthatIneedto

make".

IquicklyjumpedintheshowerandIfinishedquickly,



Ididmyminimake-upandworethedress,itwas

reallybeautifulandfittedmeperfectly..

Philani:"Youlookbeautiful".

Hisdadknockedandcalledhisname,hequickly

wenttoopen..

MrMthethwa:"Palesayoulookbeautiful,I'msorry

tosaythisbutPhilaniwecan'tgowithPalesanowat

leastfetchherlaternotnow".

Philani:"But-".

Me:"It'sfineI'llstaybehind".

Philani:"Okbaby,I'llseeyoulater".

TheyleftandIclosedthedoor,Ilookedaroundbut

therewasnothingIwasgoingtodo,Ilookedat

myselfoncemoreinthemirrorandtherewasno

wayIwasgonnawastemyhusband'smoneyby

changingthisdress,Ileftmyphoneandwenttothe

lift,everyoneintheliftwaswelldressed,Iwantedto

seewheretheyweregoingthenquicklycomeback,I

followedthemandtheliftstoppedatgroundfloor,I

followedtheminsideanddamnIwasinahuge



casinowithrichpeople,therewasalsoabaronthe

otherside,amalewaitercameandgavemeaglass,

Idon'tknowifitwaswineorchampagnebutItookit

anyway,IlookedaroundandthankGodPhilaniand

hisdadwerenowheretobeseen,Istoodinone

placeandwatchedpeopleplayingPokerRoulette,it

myfavorite,Iusedtoplayitwithmydadandmy

brother.Theywererobbingtheguyandtookallhis

money,theguyspoke.

Him:"Rollingover,roundone,who'sin?".

Me:"Iam".

Theyalllookedatme,therewasnogirljustrich

gentlemenonly,theguylookedatmeandopeneda

chairformetositon.Isatdownandstartedlooking

atmystockcards,westarteddealingtwocards

each,aroyalflushbeatsastraightflush,Istarted

beatinghigh-cardsingle,wecontinuedandeveryone

wasshockedatthewayIwasplaying,whenIlooked

upPhilaniandhisdadwerealsowatching,Iwon..

Thegentlemenstoodup..

Him:"Howdidshewin?".



Me:"Welliguessyoucan'tscameveryone".

Philanicametome..

MrMthethwa:"Youknowno-onehaseverwon

againsttheseguys".

Philani:"Youaresostubbornwhatareyoudoing

here?".

MrMthethwa:"Palesalookout".

HepushedmeandIfellonthefloor,whenIlooked

upeveryonewasholdinggunspointingateachother,

MrMthethwawaslayingdown..

Me:"Babaareyoualright?".

MrMthethwa:"IthurtsalittlebutI'mfine,Ialways

comeprepared,yousee".

Heshowedmethebulletproofvest,hehelpedme

up,theguywhowantedtoshootwasstandingIn

frontofPhilanipointinggunsateachother..

MrMthethwa:"Richard,pleasetakePalesaoutof

here".

Awhiteguytookmyhandandwewentout,Iwas



nervous,wetooktheliftandwenttothehotelroom,

hewasholdingaveryhugegun,hestoodatthedoor

likesomekindofabodyguardnottalkingandonthe

otherhandIwasshaking,helistenedtohis

earphonesandhelookedoutthewindow,Ialso

lookedoutandsawtheguywhowantedtoshootme

walkingontheothersideoftheroad,Ilookedat

Richardandhisgun..

Me:"Givemeyourgun".

HelookedatmeasifIwascrazy,Iroughlytookit..

Him:"Dontbestupidcome".

.

.

.

.

Ifollowedhimout,wewenttotheotherroomandhe

openedthewindow,helookedatme

,whenIlookedattheguyoutsidehewastalkingtoa

phone,Ipointedstraightathimandshottwice

withinasecondhewasdown,Richardopenedhis



eyesindisbeliefanddraggedmebymyhandout,we

wentbacktotheroomandhelookedatme..

Him:"Whotaughtyouhowtoshootlikethat?".

Me:"DoIneedtogotoschoolforthat?".

Him:"Fuckbut-youareagirl,changeyourclothes,I

willberightback".

WhenIlookeddownoutsideeveryonewasgathered

inoneplace,amIreallyakiller?Itookmyphoneto

callPhilanibutmybatterywasflat,someone

knockedandIthoughtitwasRichardsoIquicklyran

toopenthedoorbutitwasMrsMthethwa..

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

MrsMthethwa:"Ialwaysthoughtyouareasweet

innocentgirlwhoknowsnothingaboutourworld,

moveIwanttogetinside".

Shepushedmeandgotinside,thenervesofthis

women..

MrsMthethwa:"Youreallyknowhowtopretend

don'tyou?".

Shetookthechampagneandpouritinaglass,I



tooktheglassfromher,shecan'tcomeintomy

hotel,insultmeandthanhastheaudacitytodrink

myalcoholno!..

MrsMthethwa:"OhWellanywayIdon'tevendrink

thatcheapchampagne".

Ijustlookedather..

MrsMthethwa:"YouandIaregoingtobeverygood

friendsfromnowon".

Me:"Whyexactlyareyouhere?".

MrsMthethwa:"Well,youwilltellmewhatPhilani

andhisfatherareupto,youwilltellmeeverysingle

steptheymake,whoaretheytalkingtoandwhoare

theymeeting".

Me:"AndwhydoyouthinkI'lldothatforyou?".

MrsMthethwa:"Palesamybaby,youdon'thavea

choicefromnowonyouwilldoeverythingItellyou

todo,everything".

Ilookedatherindisbelief...

MrsMthethwa:"YouknowFarenzoisHilton'sbest

friendwhohappenstohaveagrudgewithyourdear



husbandandFarenzo'sdad,isawellrespectedand

fearedman".

Me:"Whyareyoutellingmeallthis?".

MrsMthethwa:"BecauseIamyourguardianangel,

byjustonecallIcancallthefamilyofthemanyou

havejustkillednowandtellthemeverythingandthe

manlayingdowntherelifelesshappenstobe

FarenzothesonofthemostfearedmanIhaveever

known,somydearestdaughterinlawpleasedecide,

Idon'tblameyouthoughthemanwantedtokillyou

butyourdearestfatherinlawtookabulletforyou,

youareverylucky".

Istartedsweating...

.
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MrsMthethwalefttheroom,sheleftmenumb,how

didsheknow?MaybeRichardtoldhim,therewas

anotherknockandIshouted'comein,Richardwas

back..

Me:"Wherewereyou?".

Richard:"Iwenttocleanupyourmess".

Me:"YouknowIhatesnitches,Ihatepeoplewho

talkaboutmebehindmyback".

Richard:"Whathappened?".

Me:"Youdon'tknowwhathappened?".

Richard:"Iwouldn'tbeaskingifIknew".

Me:"Someoneelseknowswhathappenedhere,so

youtellmehow".

Richard:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingaboutand

pleasedon'tinvolvemeinyourtrustissues".

Ilookedathimandwenttothebedroomtotakemy

pajamasthenItookaverylongshower,someone



openedthedoor..

Philani:"MindifIjoinyou?".

Me:"I'mdone,whattookyousolong?".

Philani:"Alothappenedafteryouleft,letmetakea

quickshower".

Iworemypajamasandwenttotheloungetoeat,

Richardwasn'tthereanymoresoIwatchedtvand

waitedforPhilani,hecameout..

Philani:"Don'tfinisheverything,I'malsohungry".

Me:"WhosaidI'llfinisheverything?".

Philani:"Iknowyou,youcanfinisheverythinginthat

table".

Me:"InotherwordsareyoutryingtosaythatIeat

toomuch?".

Philani:"Yousaidit,itdidn'tcomeoutofmymouth".

Me:"Iwillgetyou".

Philani:"Likereallynow?Pleaseshiftalittle".

Ididandhesatnexttome...



Philani:"Thatguynearlykilledusandtheywere

manybutwhenhewentoutsidesomeoneshothim".

Me:"Really,ishealright?".

Philani:"Nohediedonthespot".

IlookedaroundbecauseIdidn'tknowhowtotell

himthatIwastheonewhoshottheguy..

Philani:"Whoevershothimreallysavedusalotof

energyandenemies".

Me:"Dotheyknowwhoshothim?".

Philani:"Hisfatherwasn'tsurprisedbecausehe

knowsthattheyhavelotofenemiesbutthey

checkedallthecamerasherebutdidn'tfindanything

coztheythoughtthebulletcamefromthishotel".

Me:"Howsyourdad?".

Philani:"He'sgood,hewenttobedearlycozwe

havealongdaytomorrow".

Me:"IhavesomethingthatIwanttotellyoubut

pleasepromisemethatyouwon'tbemadatme".

Philani:"Whatisit".



Me:"Firstpromisethatyouwilllistentilltheendand

youwon'tbemad".

Philani:"OkfineIpromise".

Me:"WellIwaswithRichardhereandithappened

thatwesawtheguyoutside,hewastalkingtothe

phoneandhelookedmadsoIthoughtmaybehewill

comebackanddosomethingbadtoyouandyour

fathersoItookRichard'sgunandshothim".

Philani:"Youwhat?Areyououtofyourmind?".

Me:"ButyousaidyouwilllistenuntilIfinish".

Philani:"No!PalesaGodwhathaveyoudone?".

HetookhisphoneandcalledhisfatherandRichard,

aftermaybetenminutestheycame..

MrMthethwa:"What'swrong?".

Philani:"Askher,youknowwhatBabaPalesa

doesn'tlistentome,she'sstubborn,verystubborn,

wetoldhertostayinroombutshedecidedtofollow

usandplayedpokerthatshedoesn'tknowanything

about".

MrMthethwa:"Nyambose,calmdown".



Philani:"NoIcan't,Palesaistheonewhoshot

Farenzo".

MrMthethwa:"Thatsabsurd,Palesadoesn'teven

knowhowtoholdagun".

Philani:"Skhuluyoudon'tknowanything,sheshoots

anddoesn'tmiss,Idon'tevenknowwhereshe

learnedthat,SheneedstogobacktoJoburgnow".

Richard:"ButPhilan-".

Philani:"Don'tevencallmyname,Itoldyoutolook

afterherbecauseItrustedyouandyoudecidedto

playwithguns,ShesgoingbackhomenowandifI

everseeyouholdingagunyouwillregretit".

MrMthethwa:"Let'swaittillmorningatleast".

Philani:"Howmanypeoplewillbedeadbythen?She

needstogo".

Me:"What?Howcanyousaythat?".

Richard:"Iamsorrytointerferebutyouwillneed

Palesa,youneedher.Tomorrowyouaremeeting

withdangerouspeoplewhohavemorethan50

guards,withPalesa'sgreatshootingskillswewon't



haveaproblem".

.

.

.

.

.

Philani:"Idon'tbelievethis,areyououtofyourmind,

she'smymywifeforGod'ssake".

Richard:"Shewon'tevencomenearthosepeople,

shewillbefarfromus,Palesadoesn'tmissI'veseen

thistoday".

Philani:"No!She'sgoinghomeandthisstays

betweenthefourofus".

Me:"Someoneelseknows".

Richard:"Who'".

Me:"YourMomwashereandshetriedtoblackmail

me".

MrMthethwa:"Whatdidshesay?".



Me:"Shewantsmetoreporteverythingyouguysdo

toher,everysinglestepyoumake".

Philani:"Palesahowcanyoubesostupid?".

MrMthethwa:"Actuallythat'snotabadidea,you

willdoexactlywhatshewantsyoutodobutourway,

wewilltellyouwhattosaytoher".

Inoddedmyhead...

MrMthethwa:"NyambosePalesaisnotgoingback

home,massageher,makesomebabiesandstop

beingsoangry".

Theylefttheroom,itwasjustPhilaniandMe,he

wasangryIdidn'tevenknowhowtoapologizeto

him,Ijustlefthimintheloungeandwenttothe

bedroomafterafewminuteshefollowedmeandhe

wasn'ttalkingtome..

Me:"PhilaniI'msorry".

Philani:"Thisthingofkillingpeopleisahabittoyou

now,whatexactlydowantinlifePalesa".

Me:"What?".

Philani:"Firstyoukilledmybrotherandnowthisguy,



howmanypeopleareyougoingtokillforyouto

realizethatthisiswrong?".

Me:"Soeverytimewefightyougoingtoremindme

aboutScelo?".

Philani:"Butit'sthetruth".

Me:"Itwasselfdefence,yourbrotherkilledmy

unbornchildandhewantedtokillusboth,thatman

wantedtokillmebutyourfathertookthebulletfor

me,excusemefornotbeingperfect".

Philani:"That'snot-".

Me:"Youhavesaidenough,goodnightPhilani".

Iwasangry,Itooktheblanketandwenttosleepon

thecouch,hedidn'tfollowme.

IwasheartbrokenbecauseIthoughtmaybehewill

followme,aftermaybethirtyminuteshecameand

lookedatme,Iclosedmyeyespretendingtobe

asleepbutIcouldfeelhiseyesonme.

Philani:"Whenyouaredoneplayinggamescome

backtobed".

Ikeptquiet..



Philani:"Idon'tthinkIneedtosayitagain,stop

actinglikechild".

Me:"Meactinglikeachild?Youaretheonewhois

wronghere,Isavedyoufromthatguy".

Philani:"Soyouwantcreditforthat,OhWelldone

Spiderman,areyouhappynow?".

Iwasirritated,Ipulledtheblanketuptomyface,he

tooktheblanketfrommeandwenttothebedroom,I

hadnochoicebuttofollowhim.Igotinsidethe

blanketsandfacedtheotherway,healsofellasleep.

InthemorningIwokeupandtookashower.

Philani:"Whatdoyouwanttoeat?".

Me:"I'mnothungry".

Philani:"OkI'lljustorderanormalbreakfast".

HeorderedandIwenttothebedroomforsomething

towear,itwasverysunnysoIdecidedtoweara

denimbumshort,printedT-shirtandvanstakkies,

whenIwenttotheloungePhilanilookedatmeup

anddown,IknewIwasflames.

Philani:"Foodishere".



Me:"IsaidI'mnothungry".

RichardandMrMthethwacame,Richardwas

carryingtheMcDonald'sbag.

Richard:"Ibroughtbreakfast".

Philani:"Nowearefinebutthanks".

Me:"Speakforyourself,I'msohungry".

Isaidthatopeningthebagandstartedeating..

Philani:"Yousaidyouarenothungry".

Me:"Iamnow".

HewaspissedbutIdidn'tmindhimandcontinued

eating.

MrMthethwa:"Wehavetogonow".

Philani:"Palesachangeyourclothes".

Me:"Whatfor?".

Philani:"Youarenotgoingoutlikethis,weara

normalJean".

Me:"Philanipleasedon'tstart".

MrMthethwa:"Youwillfindusinthecar".



Theywentout..

Me:"Youcan'ttellmewhattowearorwhatnotto

wear,thisismybodyandmyclothessoplease".

Hestaredatmeandsighed,hetookhisphoneand

wentout,hewasnothimselfandIfeltsoguilty,I

followedhim,wegotintothecar,hedidn'tevenlook

atme.

MrMthethwa:"Palesatakethisearpiece,Iwill

communicatewithyou".

Me:"HowdoIputit?".

MrMthethwa:"Wewillshowyou".

.

.

.

.

Thecardrovepassthewarehouses,thecarstopped.

MrMthethwa:"Letmehelpwiththese".

Heputtheearpieceonmyear..



MrMthethwa:"Canyouhearme?".

Inodded..

Richard:"Thisistheperfectspot,lookthatway,

therearefourguysoutsideandoneatthedoor,here

theywon'tseeyou".

MrMthethwa:"YouwillhearfrommeonceIcall

yournameyouwillknowthatyouhavetostart

shooting".

Inodded..

MrMthethwa:"Relax".

Philanididn'tevensayaword,theystartedacarand

wenttothewarehouse,Isawalltheguytheywere

talkingaboutholdinggunsoutside.Afterthirty

minutes.

MrMthemthwa:"Palesa".

Hesaidthatinawhisper,Istartedshootingtheguys

outside,Ididn'tevenmiss,Theycameoutwithhuge

bags,thecarcameandwewentbacktothehotel.

Myphonerang.



Me:"Hello".

Voice:"Youdon'tlisten,doyou?".

ItwasMrsMthethwa...

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?".

MrsMthethwa:"Iwilltellthefatherofthemanyou

killedifyoudon'ttellmetheinformationIneed".

Shedroppedthecall,PhilaniwasmoodyIdidn't

wanttobotherhimwithmyproblems.Myphone

beeped.

Message:'Ifyoudon'ttellmewhereyouweretoday

Iwillreportyou".

Thewomenwasstartingtoannoymebutatthe

sametimeIwasscared,IopenedthetvbutIwasn't

exactlywatching,itwaswatchingme.

Me:"yourmomisthreateningmeagain".

Philani:"Goodforyou".

Me:"What?".

Philani:"Palesayoudon'tevenknowwhoIamto

youanymore,whyareyoutellingmeyour



problems?".

Me:"Iamsorryaboutthismorning,Ishouldn'thave

spokentoyouthewayIdid".

Philani:"It'snotonlyaboutthismorning,youeven

makedecisionswithouttellingme,youhave

completelychanged".

Me:"I'msorryabouteverything".

Philani:"Whateverhey".

Me:"Philaniwhatdoyouwantmetodo?".

Philani:"Nothing,howmanypeopledidyoukill

today?".

Me:"What?But-".

Philani:"Exactly,PalesaIdon'tknowyouanymore".

.

.

.
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Philaniwasright,Ihadchangedalotbutthatwas

whoIwas,heintroducedmeintothislife,ithurtme

goingtobedwithoutseeingeyetoeyewithhim.

Philani:"Packyourclotheswearegoingbackhome

inanhour".

Istoodupandpackourbag,itwasonlyonesuitcase,

wesignedoutandlefttotheairport,Philaniwasstill

moody,MrMthethwawastheonlyonewhowas

talkingtothebothofus.Thejetwasalreadywaiting

foruswhenwearrivedatTheairport.Whenwegot

insidePhilaniopenedtheotherdoorandgotinside,

leavingmeandhisfatherinthepassengerseats,

Philaniwasactinglikeagirl.

MrMthethwa:"Youwerefightingagain?".

Me:"Ifonlyyouknew".



MrMthethwa:"Sowhatareyougoingtodo?".

Me:"Nothing,hewillbefine".

MrMthethwa:"Justlikethat?".

Me:"Babathere'snothingIcando,Ididapologize

butitjustgetsworse".

MrMthethwa:"Howdoyouapologize?".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?ItoldhimI'msorry".

MrMthethwa:"Letmetellyousomethingmychild,

usman,wedon'tjustgetangry,wegetangryforthat

fewminutesandafterthatwewillbefine.Ifyour

mangetsangrywithyouforthewholedayortwo,it

reallyshowsthere'ssomethingyouarenotdoing

right".

Me:"Idon'tthinkIunderstandyou".

MrMthethwa:"Ifyouarenotgivingyourman

enoughtimeinbedhismoodwillchange".

Iwasgettinguncomfortable,Icouldn'tdiscussthat

withmyfatherinlaw.

MrMthethwa:"Wearebothadultsheredon'tfeel



uncomfortable".

Goditwaslikehereadmymind.

MrMthethwa:"Ifyouaregivingyourmanenough

timeinbedhewillforeverbeangry,sometimestake

charge,controleverythinginbed,don'talwayswait

forhim.Belikeapornstart".

Me:"What?SorrybabaImeanIthinkour

conversationhastostopnow".

Helaughed..

MrMthethwa:"AmImakingyouuncomfortable?".

Me:"Very,Ican'tevenlookatyounow".

MrMthethwa:"That'sgoodbecauseitgivesyou

enoughreasonswhyshouldgotoyourmanandtalk

tohim".

Me:"NoI'mnotgoinginthere".

MrMthethwa:"Wellok,asIwassaying,youshould

buythosesexy-".

Me:"IthinkI'llgotohimnow,thisconversation

doesn'thavetocontinue".



Hetookaglassofhiswhiskeyandlaughedsoloud.

Iopenedthedoorandclosedit,Philaniwasinbed

sleeping,theprivatejetwasreallybeautiful.Itook

offmyshoesandlayednexttohim,helookedatme

andkeptquiet.Philaniactedlikeababy.Eversince

ourrelationshipstartedIhavenevermadeamove

onhim,IwasscaredbutIthoughtofMrMthethwa's

words,IwantedhimtoforgivemeandsexuallyI

wantedhim,PhilaniwasirresistiblebecauseIloved

him,everythingabouthimwasaturnon.

Me:"Areyoustillangry?".

Philani:"Palesawhatdowant?".

Hewaswearingdarkgreytracksuitpantsanda

matchingjacket,Itookmyhandtohisstomachand

startedplayingwithhisbellybutton,GodIlovedhim.

Me:"Howlongareyougonnastayangryatme?".

Philani:"Juststopwhatyouaredoing".

Hisvoicewasn'tfirmorconvincing,myhandwent

downtohispantsandIcouldfeelthathewas

gettingahardon,Islowlybrushedhim.



Philani:"Godwomencomehere".

Hegotontopofme,heslowlykissedmylips,he

teasedmybottomlip,Iwashot,Iwantedhim.He

tookoffmyT-shirtandlookedatme.

Philani:"Youaresobeautiful".

Ismiled,hekissedmylipsoncemore,hewentdown

onmyneck,Icouldn'tstopmoaning,Iwasoncloud

nine.Hebrushedmybreasts,hestartedkissing

themwhiletakingoffmypants.EversinceImethim,

hehadnevergivenmeaheadlikehedid,itwas

different,itcamewithsomanyemotions,Icouldn't

stopmymoans,hetookoffhispantsandgotinside

me,heentrustedsohardandfast,Imoanedoutloud,

hedidn'tslowdown.Itouchedhimandhuggedhim

closerwhenwebothcame,hestayedontopofme

whilewewerebothtryingtocatchourbreaths.

Philani:"Areyoualright?".

Inodded,Icouldn'teventalk..

.

.



.

.

.

.

Philani:"Letsgetdressedbutwearenotdone"'

Me:"Wellifthisismypunishment,Ilikeit".

Philani:"NomatterhowmuchIcanbeangrywith

butIfindithardtoresistyou".

Me:"Youlovemejustadmititalready".

Philani:"Youbewitchedme,maybeyouusedsome

korobelaonme".

Me:"Iusedjustalittle".

Philani:"DomyworryI'lltakeitallouttonight".

Me:"Areyoustillangry?".

Philani:"I'mstartingtothinkthatIwasn'tangry,I

wasjusthorny".

Ilaughedathimandgotdressed,wecuddledand

gotupwhenwelanded,wetookourluggageand



startedwalkingout.MrMthethwacameclosetome.

MrMthethwa:"Didyoufixthings?".

Me:"Yeswetalked".

MrMthethwa:"That'sgoodmychildandnexttime

makesurethatyouloweryourvoicealittlewhenyou

talk".

OhGodheheardmemoan..

HewenttohiscarandPhilanitooktheothercar,we

drovehome.

Me:"YourDadheardus,wasIthatloud?".

Philani:"YouarealwaysloudandIloveit".

Me:"Philaniwearetalkingaboutyourdadhere,my

fatherinlawheardmehavingsex".

Philani:"Youweremakinglovenothavingsexand

calmdownbeforeyougiveyourselfaheartattack".

Hedidn'tcarethathisdadheardus,wearrived

home,Imissedourhousealot.

Philani:"Areyouhungry?".



Me:"YoucanordersomethingcozIcan'tcook

today".

Philani:"Letmesearchmyphone".

Mybeeped,itwasamessagefromPhilani'smom.

-"Youaremessingwithawrongperson".

IignoreditbecauseIwantedtohavesometimewith

mymanwithoutbeingdisturbed.

Philani:"What'swrongnow?".

Me:"Nothing".

Philani:"Thingswerehecticatthewarehouse,I

don'tevenknowhowwemadeitoutalive".

Me:"Whatwereyouguysexactlydoingthere?".

Philani:"RememberwhenItoldyouthatourtrucks

werehijacked?".

Me:"Yah".

Philani:"Wefoundoutwhohijackedthem".

Me:"Sothebagsyouwerecarryinghadthose

guns?".



Philani:"Nobaby,thosebagsarefullofmoney,we

don'tevenknowhowmuchitis".

Me:"ButtruthfullyIreallyhelpedyou".

Philani:"YoudidbutIdon'tlikeitwhenyouplaywith

guns,it'sdangerous,Idon'twanttoloseyou".

Philaniwasgettingbettereachdaywithwords,I

rememberwhenIfirstmethim,hewasn'ttheperson

wholiketoopenup,hekepthimtohimselfifyou

knowwhatImean.

Butasourrelationshipgrewhestartedchangingand

I'mgladthathefeltmorecomfortablewithmethat

helearnedtoopenup.Iwenttothebathroomto

takejustaquickshowerandcameback.

Philani:"ThesepeoplearetakinglongandI'm

hungry".

Me:"Ormaybeletmepreparesomethingquickfor

you".

Philani:"NobabyI'msuretheyareontheirway".

Wewaitedafterafewminutesthedoorbellrang,I

stooduptogetit,themanwascarryingabrown



paperbagwasatthedoor.

Me:"Hi?".

Him:"Isthis10thAvehouse102?".

Me:"Yeah".

Him:"Okma'amhere'syourfood".

Itookthepaperbagandputitonthefloorbecause

hetookoutsomethinglikeapaperformetosign,

whenIlookeduphewasholdingagunpointingitat

me.

Him:"Shhh,slowlyclosethedoorandcomewith

me".

Iwasconfusedandstartedshaking..

Him:"Wedon'twannahurtyourhusband,dowe?".

Ishookmyhead.

Him:"Verygood".

Itookthepaperbagandthrewitathim,Itriedtorun

buthequicklycatchedme,heclosedmymouthwith

hishandandtookmetohiscarboot.



'GodIwasgoingtodie',Ithoughttomyself.
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-Philani
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HerealizedthatPalesawastakinglong,hewentto



thediningroomandchecked,toasurprise,thedoor

waswideopenandthefoodwasallover,hewent

crazy.Hequicklywentoutsidetolookforherbut

shewasnowheretobefound.Atthesuburbsthere

arecameraseverywhere,hetookthesecurity

companiesnumberanddialedit,theycalledhimto

watchthevideoclipbutthecarhadnoregistration

number.Hecalledhisdad.

MrMthethwa:"Nyambose".

Philani:"TheytookPalesaSkhulu".

MrMthethwa:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Philani:"Palesaisnothereanunknowncartook

her".

MrMthethwa:"I'mcomingjustnow".

Hedroppedthecall,Philanicouldn'twait,hewas

impatient,afterafewminuteshisdad,Saneleand

Phecame.

MrMthethwa:"Whathappenedexactly?".

Philani:"Ithinkthedeliveryguyistheonewhotook

her,Iorderedfoodandwhentheycametodeliver



she'stheonewhocameheretothediningtotake

theorder".

Therewasaknock,itwasMrsMthethwa.

Philani:"Mother".

MrsMthethwa:"Ijustheardthesadnews,wehave

tofindherbeforesomethingbadhappenstoher".

Theylookedateachother.

MrMthethwa:"Youdidaverygoodthingbycoming

herebecauseyouareourfirstsuspect".

MrsMthethwa:"Me?Howcanyouevensaythat?If

I'mtheonewhotookherdoyouthinkIwouldbe

here?".

Philani:"Letsstopallthisargumentandfindpalesa".

Phe:"Haveyoucheckedthecamerashere?".

Philani:"Thecarhasnoregistrationnumber,Itried".

MrsMthethwa:"Iknowabestprivateinvestigator,

hecanhelpus".

Philani:"OkManoproblem".



MrsMthethwatookoutherphoneandwenttothe

kitchen.

Sanele:"Idon'ttrusther".

Phe:"Why?".

Sanele:"Shehasbeenmeetingwithlotsofpeople

lately".

Philani:"AndstalkingPalesatoo".

MrMthethwa:"Phe,followyourmothereverywhere

shegoes".

Phe:"I'monitchief".

MrsMthethwacameback..

Her:"Thisguyisthebest,Palesawillbefoundvery

soon".

Philani:"ThankyouMother".

TheMthethwafamilyknewexactlyhowtopretend.

MrMthethwa:"Whoistheprivateinvestigatoryou

weretalkingabout?".

MrsMthethwa:"It'stheguyfromKzn,heisvery



good".

MrMthethwa:"OhIsee".

MrsMthethwa:"Whydoyousoundlikeyouare

doubtingme?".

MrMthethwa:"Iwillneverdoubtyou,Philaniwewill

talkinthemorningson".

Philani:"NoproblemSkhulu".

MrsMthethwa:"I'mleavingalso,Iwillcomebackin

themorning".

Philani:"Thankyouforcoming".

Theybothleft..

Phe:"IthinkMotherisuptosomething".

Philani:"Sheisbutweneedtobestepaheadofher".

Sanele:"Iwillfollowher,weneedthenameofher

investigator".

Theyallagreedwiththat,theydidn'tsleeptryingto

tracenumbersbutwithnosuccess,Philaniwas

goingmadandhewasblaminghimselffor

everything.



'WhatiftheyhavealreadykilledPalesa,butfor

what?'Hethoughttohimself.

Philani:"WhoevertookPalesawantssomething

fromus".

Sanele:"Truebutwhyhaven'ttheycalledandsay

whateveramountofmoneytheyneed?".

Philani:"That'stheproblem,thisisdrivingmecrazy".

Phe:"Wewillseeinthemorning".

TheyallwenttobedbutPhilaniwastossingand

turning,itwasmidnight,hegotupandchangedhis

clothes,hetookhiscarandwenttothePolice

Stationwhereheworks,everyonewassurprisedto

seehim.HiscolleagueandfriendNtiyisocameto

him.

Ntiyiso:"Zuluboywhat'swrong?".

Philani:"Ineedyourhelpbro.".

Ntiyiso:"Talk".

Philani:"Ineedthefilesofthoseillegalfirearms

cases".



Ntiyiso:"Youknowthatyourfamily'sfileisalso

there".

Philani:"Iknowthere'ssomethingthatIurgently

need,mywifeismissing".

Ntiyiso:"Whathaveyoudonenowtothatpoorgirl

ShakaZulu?".

Philani:"Comeon,Ireallyneedthosefiles".

Ntiyiso:"Ok".

Hewentoutoftheofficeandcamebackwithmaybe

fivefiles.

.

.

.

.

Philani:"Ineeddetailsandnumbersofeverysingle

personwrittenonthesefiles".

Ntiyiso:"Whydidn'tyousaysobutIneedabottleof



Hennesseyforhelpingyou".

Philani:"AlcoholwillkillyouShangaanboy".

Ntiyisolaughed,theywrotedownthenamesand

numbers.

Philani:"Iwillseeyoutomorrownight".

Ntiyiso:"Okdon'tforgetmybottle".

Philani:"DontworryI'llbringthewholecase".

Ntiyiso:"ShakaZuluwait!".

Philaniwaited..

Ntiyiso:"I'mtellingyouthisbecauseyouaremy

friend,theyareinvestigatingyourfamily,someone

reportedfraudagainstyourfather,bankaccounts

andeverythingwillbefrozenbytomorrow".

Philani:"Whoreportedthat".

Ntiyiso:"EiyZuluboyIdon'tknowbutitwasan

anonymouscall".

Philani:"Thankyousomuchbro.".

Hecouldn'tbelieveit,hedrovetohishouseand



wokeuphisbrothers.

Philani:"Wehaveaverybigproblemnow,thePolice

areinvestigatingus".

Sanele:"What?".

Philani:"Phepleasedealwithouraccountsnow

becauseiftheyfindalotofmoneyinouraccounts

wewillbeintrouble".

Phe:"Dontworrybigbro.Iwillturneverything

around".

Philani:"Everythingwillbefine,theywon'thavea

caseagainstusiftheaccountsareempty".

Phe:"Iftheaccountsareemptytheywillsuspect

something,Iwilljustkeepitnormal".

Philani:"Sure".

.

.

-Palesa

WhenIwokeupIwasinastrangeroom,theroom

fullyfurnishedandverynice,whenIliftedupmy



headIcouldn'tbecauseitwaspounding,Idon't

knowwhatdrugtheyusedonme.Igotupandwent

outoftheroom,itwasupstairs,Iwentdownbythe

stairsandstartedhearingnoisefromtheotherroom,

itwasliketheywerewatchingsoccerorsomething.

Voice:"AhhThebeautifulPalesa".

WhenIlookedbackitwasanoldwhiteguybuthis

accentwasdifferentnotSouthAfrican.

Him:"HowcanIbesorude,pleasecomeandsit

here".

Therewasacouch..

Him:"Areyouhungry?".

Ishookmyhead.

Him:"Perfect,howdoyoulikemyhouse?My

interiordesignercamefromItaly,theguyreallyknew

hisjob,howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"Ithoughtyouwillneverask,I'mRobert".

Robert?Thenamedidn'tringabell..



Robert:"Youseethisbigpainting?".

Ilookedatitandkeptquiet..

Robert:"MySonboughtitforme,itwasthelast

thingheboughtformebeforehedied,hewasthe

onlyone,mayhisprecioussoulrestinpeace".

Ikeptquiet..

Robert:"Hewastakenawayfrommeonmy

birthday,hewasnosaintbutsomeonekilledhimlike

adog,themostpainfulthingwastofindhiminthe

middleofthestreetdead.Palesawhydidyoukillmy

son?".

Inearlyfainted,theworldstoppedforamoment,he

wasthefatherofthemanIshotatthehotel.

Robert:"Relax,I'mnotgonnaeatyou".

Ihonestlydidn'tknowwhattosay.

Robert:"MySonwasbeateninapokergamebyyou,

hegotangryandshotyoubutyourfatherinlaw

savedthedaybytakingabulletforyou,thenyou

decidedtototakehislife,Comethisway".

HestoodupandIfollowedhim,wewenttotheroom



thatlookedlikeacasino.

Robert:"Helovedpokerwithallhisheart,playitfor

him".

Me:"What?Ican'tplayitalone".

Robert:"Isaidplay!YouwillonlystopwhenItellyou

to".

Ikeptquietandstartedplaying,Itriedtostopbuthe

wastherewatchingme,Iplayedforliketwohours,I

wastiredandtearswerecomingout.

Robert:"Excellent!Bravo!".

Heclappedhishand,Iwastired,deadtired.

Robert:"Comethisside".

Istoodupandfollowedhim.

Robert:"Steven!".

Amancame..

Robert:"Comein,pleasetakethedearestPalesato

herroom,it'sgonnabefun,youwillenjoyitPalesa".

Theguytookmetotheroomfullofmirrors,hetook



aropeandtiredmyhandsuptotheceiling,thetears

werecomingout,Icouldn'tstopthem.Mybodywas

swingingintheair,myhandstiedontheceiling.

.

.

.

.

-Philani

Theysleptforliketwohoursandwokeup.

Phe:"Philaniitracedallthesenumbersandnames,

thesepeoplewouldn'tcomeagainstyou".

Hekeptquietforwhile,hewaslosinghismind.

Philani:"Hilton!".

Phe:"What?".

Philani:"IneedtofindHilton".

Hestoodupandlefthisbrothersaskingquestions,

hewenttothetownhousesinsandton,heknew



Hilton'sroomandknocked,abeautifulblondegirl

openedthedoor.

Her:"Hello".

Philani:"Move!".

HegotinsideandfoundHiltononthecouchnaked,

heheldhimwithhisneckandpushedhimtothe

dressingtable.

Hilton:"Whatthefuckiswrongwithyouman?".

Philani:"Whereismywife?".

Hilton:"What?Areyoucrazy?".

Philani:"I'mnotgoingtorepeatmyselfagain".

Hetookouthisgun..

Hilton:"Okay,okay,Roberthasyourwife".

Philani:"Let'sgo".

Hilton:"Ihavetowearsomepants".

Philani:"Idon'tcare,move".

Theywentout,Hiltonwasnaked,Philaniopeneda

carbootandputHiltoninside.



PhilanimadeananonymousphonecalltothePolice

Stationreportingacrime.

HewentstraighttoRobert'shouse,thehousemaybe

hadmorethantwentyguards,theysearchedhim

andtookhisgun.

Robert:"Howniceofyoutojoinus,comein".

Philani:"WhereisPalesa?".

Robert:"Whatwouldyoulike,wineorwhiskey?".

PhilanitookRobert'sgunandpointedathim.

Robert:"Youdon'twanttodothat,doyou?".

HisguardscameandtookPhilanirightwherePalesa

was,hesawPalesahangingontheceiling,theyalso

tiedhimupandlockedthedoor,Palesacouldn'tstop

herself,shecriedoutloudwhenshesawPhilani.

Philani:"Babypleasedon'tcry,thePolicewillbe

heresoon".

Palesa:"WhydidyoucallthePolice?".

Philani:"ThePoliceareinvestigatingus,wecan'tkill

anymorepeople,iftheyarresttheseguyswewillbe



free".

Palesa:"HeknowsthatI'mtheonewhokilledhis

son".

Philani:"Don'tworrybaby,wewillbealright".

Adooropened,Robertcamein.

Robert:"Ihaveaveryimportantguestwhowantsto

seeyou,comein".

MrsMthethwacame,theywerebothnotsurprised.

MrsMthethwa:"Howareyoutwodoing?".

Theykeptquiet..

MrsMthethwa:"Todayyouwillbothtellmewhat

youdidtomySon".

Philani:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

MrsMthethwa:"I'mtalkingaboutScelo".

Philani:"Wedon'tknowanythingaboutScelo".

MrsMthethwa:"Robert,killbothofthem".

Shesaidthatandwentout,TheyheardPolicesirens

fromoutside.



Robert:"Youbustard,youcalledthePolice?".

Hequicklywentout,theyheardgunshotsoutside,

SergeantKgomowhowasalwaysafterPhilani's

familyforsomanyyearscamein.

Kgomo:"ShakaZuluwhyamInotsurprisedtosee

youhere".

AtthePoliceStationwherePhilaniworkedthey

calledhimShakaZuluorZuluBoy.

Philani:"I'mtheonewhocalledyouheresodon'tbe

surprised".

Kgomo:"WhyshouldIbelieveyou".

Philani:"Takemyphoneandcheckit".

Kgomotookhisphoneandcheckedit,hethencut

theropesandledthemoutside.Robertandhis

guardswerelayingdowndead.MrMthethwacame

runningtohissonandPalesa.

Kgomo:"Wait!,Wefoundmoneythatwas

transferredillegallytooneoftheMthethwa

accounts,MrsMthethwayouarearrestedforfraud

andillegalmoneytransfers".



MrsMthethwa:"What?Idon'tknowany-".

Kgomo:"Anythingyousayordowillbeheldagainst

youinthecourtoflaw,youareall-".

MrsMthethwa:"No,theremustbea

misunderstandinghere,Ididn'tdoanything,thisisa

setup".

TheytookheroutandPhewinkedathisbrother

Philani,theparamedicscameandcheckedPhilani

andPalesa.

MrMthethwa:"I'mgladthatyouarebothfine,you

didverygoodbyinvolvingthePoliceotherwisewe

wouldbeintroublenow".

Philani:"YahSkhulu,letmetalktomywife".

HewenttoPalesa.

Palesa:"Thisisovernow".

Philani:"Nomylovewehaveonemorejobtofinish,

come".

.



.

.

.

TheywenttohiscarandPhilanidrovetoJozitown,

hestoppedintheCBDandgotoutofthecarhethen

openedacarboot.

Palesa:"Hilton".

Hilton:"PhilanimymanI'mverysorryforeverything

Ididtoyourhouse".

Philani:"Iforgiveyou".

Hilton:"Pleaseletmegobacktomyapartment".

Philani:"Alright,youcango".

WhenHiltongotoutofthecarhewasnakedand

realizedthathewasinthemiddleofJozinaked.

Hetriedtogetbackinthecar.

Philani:"Don'ttouchmycar,sofromhereyouwill

walktoSandton".

Hilton:"ButI'mnaked,Ineedsomepantsatleast".



Philani:"That'snotmyproblem,haveasafejourney

Hilton".

Theybothgotinsidethecar,leavingHiltonnakedin

thestreetsofJozi.

Palesa:"Godhewantedtocrybutatleastyou

shouldhavegavehimtransportmoney".

Philani:"Nobabyhedoesn'tdeserveit,wheredo

youwanttogo".

Palesa:"Ijustwanttogohome".

Philani:"Noproblemmylove,PalesaIloveyouso

much".

Palesa:"Iloveyoumore".

Philani:"Togetherforeverright?".

Palesa:"Forever".

.

THEEND

.
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