
MoreThanJustAServant

Introduction

MynameisNdoniyamanzi.Idon'thavealast

namebecauseIwasleftatanorphanage

withoutanythingelse,justmyfirstname.I'ma

seventeenyearoldgirl.Ilivewithnineother

orphanedgirlsandI'mtheeldest.Ihaveabest

friendnamedZinziwhoalsolivesatthe

orphanage,sheisabouttoturnthirteenandis

secondoldest.Theonlymotherweallnowis

theladyinchargeoftheorphanage,weallrefer

toherasMama.Ialsohaveaspiritualguardian

namedShiba.Idon'tknowhowshelookslike

butshehasbeentheoneprotectingmesinceI

wasjustalittlechild.Ilovelisteningtoherand

shealsotaughtmehowtoreadandwrite.An

orphanthatcanreadandwriteisunusual

becausewedon'tgetsenttoschoollikethe

childrenoftherichandroyal.Nooneknowsof



Shiba,notevenZinzi.

.

IliveinthekingdomofMhlabaOchumileyo

(FertileSoil)whichisundertheruleofKing

XhantiandQueenNande.Theyaretherulersof

oneofAfrica'sgreatestdynasties.Theyhave

twosonsPrinceNtsikaandPrinceLizwi.The

kingdomisknownforit'srichfertilesoilthat

producesgreatfarmingandagriculture.It

tradesinvegetables,nuts,spicesandmany

moretootherkingdoms.
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Iwokeupearlyinthemorningat4amasI

usuallydo.Iwenttomakeafireoutsideandput

abigpotofwaterontheliveflames.Whenit

waswarmenoughIpouredsomeinmysmall



zincwashingbasinandcarriedinsidetowash

mybody.IgotdressedinmyragsandIwoke

thegirlsuptoalsowashthemselves.Zinzi

helpedbaththeyoungeroneswhileIwas

outsidemakingporridge.Mamaalsowokeup,I

gotherbathingwaterandcarriedittoher

chamber.WeallfinishedandIservedeveryone

awarmbowlofporridge.

.

Mama:Ndoni,Ineedtospeaktoyou.(Ilooked

uptogivehermyattention)

Me:I'mlistening,Mama.

Mama:Youarenowtoooldtobelivinghere.

Youareattherightagetogoseekworkorget

marriedtoamanwhowilllookafteryou.

Me:ButMama,I'mnotreadyformarriage.

Mama:Iknewyou'dsaythat.That'swhyIcame

upwithaplantogetyouwork. 

Me:Youneedmeheremore.Whoisgoingto



helpyoulookafterthechildren,Mama? 

Mama:Ihavebeenlookingafterchildrenfor

years,longbeforeyourexistence.

Me:You'renolongerayoungwoman.Youneed

metohelpyoucook,cleanandgatherfirewood.

Mama:Zinzihasbeenhelpingyoudoallyour

choresforyearsnow.Sheisalmostayoung

woman,she'llhelpmewiththingsaroundhere. 

Me:ButMama,I'mnotreadytogooutintothe

bigbadworldandworkonthefarms.I'veheard

horriblestoriesaboutwhat'soutthere. 

Mama:Iwouldneversendyoutooneofthe

farms,Ndoni.Igotyouworkatthepalaceasa

servantgirl.Youwilldowelltherebecauseyour

handsdonotfearhardworkandI'vegroomed

youwell. 

Me:Theroyalpalace,Mama?(Iwidenedmy

eyesinshock)

Mama:Theyhaveservantchambersthere,



unlikeonthefarmswhereworkerssleepin

tents.Youwillbemuchsaferatthepalace. 

Me:Mostoftheorphansinthiskingdomare

lovechildrenofroyalmen.Theirmotherswere

alsoservantsinpalacesanddiedduringchild

birth.Idon'twanttobeabedroommaidtothe

princesandendupwiththesamefate,Mama.

Mama:Themenonthefarmsareworse,my

child.Tobeabedroomservanttoaprinceis

muchbetterthenbeingtreatedasanobjectby

farmsavages.Youdon'tneedtoworry,the

princeschoosetheprettymaidensandyou

aren'toneofthem. 

Me:Whenarethepeopleatthepalace

expectingme?

Mama:Intwodaystime.Youwillleavehere

tomorrowatdawnbecauseyouneedtobe

assignedyourdutiesandbeshownhowtodo

them.Doinghouseholdchoresandbeinga

royalservantaretwodifferentthings. 



Me:You'remyelder,Mamaandyou'vespoken.I

shalldoasyouwish.I'llleaveforthepalace

tomorrow.

Mama:Wewillmissyoubutwhenagirlturns

intoawomanshemustleave,especiallyatan

orphanage.

Me:Ineedtogofetchwood.MayIbeexcused

please?

Mama:YesbuttakeZinziwithyou.

Me:No,Zinzimuststayandwashthemorning

dishes.

Mama:Becarefulinthosewoods,therelurksa

lotofdanger.

Me:I'llbecareful,Mama.I'llseeyouwhenI

return.

.

Istooduptookmyheadcloth,ropeandaxe.I

bidtemporaryfarewelltothechildrenand

promisedtobringfruitifIbumpintoafruittree.



Imademywaytothedeepforest.Thesolesof

myshoessothinIfelteverystoneIsteppedon.

I'mhopingtospeaktomyguardiantoday.I

rememberhowterrifiedIwaswhenIfirstheard

hervoicethinkingit'switchcraftbutshe'sa

spiritoflightnotdarkness.Iwalkedtothebig

treewhereIusuallysitandtalktoShiba.Isat

underneaththetree,feltit'sbranchesshake

gentle,lettingoutawarmwindofpeaceandI

knewshe'shere.

.

Shiba:Ndoniyamanzi(shesaidgently).

Me:HelloShiba,myheartisfeelingheavytoday.

Shiba:Iknow,Icanfeelthefenceenergy

aroundyou.Ialsoknowit'saboutgoingtothe

palace.

Me:I'mafraid,Shiba.I'mstillpureandI'mafraid

thatIwon'tbesoformuchlonger.

Shiba:I'llalwaysbewithyou,Ndoni.Mydutyis



tokeepyousafeandI'vebeendoingthatsince

thedayyouwereborn.

Me:Thenwhywon'tyoutellmewhomyparents

are? 

Shiba:Thatwouldmessupthelifejourneyyou

arealreadydestinedfor. 

Me:Thenifyouareheretoprotectmethendo

somethingsoIwon'thavetogototheroyal

palace.

Shiba:Ican'tdothat,child.Goingthereisapart

ofyourdestiny.You'remorethenjustanorphan,

Ndoni.Youaredestinedforgreatnessbutyou

alsoneedtofollowthestepsofyourjourney

first.

Me:Thepalaceisfarfromhere,Shiba.Iwon't

beabletovisityou.(shelaughedsoftly)

Shiba:Ndoni,I'maspiritoflight,loveandpurity,

child.I'mnotthetreethatyou'resittingunder.

I'llgowithyouwhereveryougountilyoudon't



needmeanymore.

Me:I'mnotstrongenoughforthisnewdestiny,

Shiba.

Shiba:Youarethestrength,child.Thefireof

goodnessburninsideofyou.Believeinyourself.

Me:ShibaamIugly?

Shiba:You'rethemostbeautifulmaideninthis

kingdom.Insideandoutside,don'tlistento

whatotherssayaboutyourouterlooks. 

Me:ThankyoubutIneedtocollectwoodand

goback.

Shiba:RememberNdoniyamanzi,theroyal

palaceiswhereyouneedtoberightnow,itwill

leadyoutoyourtrueidentity.Notallwholurk

thoseroyalpassagesarebad.Youwillsoon

findout,child.Nowgoandgetwoodbeforeyou

getintotrouble.

Me:Youpromiseyou'llbewithme,Shiba?

Shiba:Ipromise,child.



.

Istoodupandcollectedgood,dryfirewood.I'm

neverinfearwhenI'mintheforestalone

becauseI'vegotaguardian.Itiedthewoodand

placeditonmyhead.Iwalkedtotheorphanage

andthelittlegirlscametomelaughing.Iam

goingtomissthem.Weonlyhavetwomealfor

aday.Softporridgeinthemorningandbread

withteaatnight.Ikneadeddoughanddid

choreswhileIwaitedtoittoriseenoughforme

tobakeit.Ifedthechickenandsweptthe

grounds.I'monmyfeetmostoftheday.Iput

thebeautifullyrisendoughinapotandoutiton

thewarmcoalstobakebreadforthisevening.

LaterintheeveningIservedthebreadIbaked

withtea.Weallatethemealwehaveevery

singleday.ThechildrenwenttobedandMama

also.ZinziandIwerecleaningthecupsand

dishes. 

.



Zinzi:Ndoni,Mamatoldmethatyouaregoing

tolivewiththeroyalfamily(shesmiled)

Me:I'mnotgoingtolivewiththeroyalfamily,

Zinzi.I'mgoingtobetheirservant.

Zinzi:Yes,butyouwillstillseetheprinces.I

hearthatallofthemaidensinthekingdom

wanttomarrythem.Ialsohearthattheyare

handsome.(webothlaughed)

Me:Royalsmarryroyals,Zinzi.Girlslikeus

marryhardworkingmenandyouaretooyoung

toknowwhatahandsomemanis.

Zinzi:IwanttomarryaprincewhenIreachthe

ageofmaturity,notanobodywhoworksina

farm.Sodon'tspoilmyfantasies. 

Me:Myapologies,sister.Imeantnooffence.

I'msurethatprinceyou'llmarrysomedaywillbe

aluckymantohaveasweetgirllikeyouas

yourself.

Zinzi:Asweetwoman,I'llbeawomanbythen,



notagirl(Ilaughedandshookmyhead)

Me:Likeyousaythen.

Zinzi:I'llmissyou,Ndoni.Theotherkidsaretoo

youngtoconfidein.

Me:I'llmissyoutooandyou'llnowtakeover

theroleofbigsisterthatIhad.I'vegotfaithin

youandI'llvisitwheneverI'mallowed. 

Zinzi:Ican'treadstorieslikeyou. 

Me:Readingismyspecialgift,justassingingis

yours.Singforthemandtheywillloveit.

Zinzi:WhatifIfailattherole?

Me:You'vegotnocompetition.Don'tcompare

yourselftome.You'reauniquebeautifulgirl.

Pleasepromisemethatyou'llkeepyourself

pure,Zinzi.Don'tfoolaroundwithboys.

Zinzi:Ipromise,you'vebeenagoodexample

andI'llfollowyourlead.

Me:Butpromisetoalwaysbeyourselfandno



oneelse.Nowgivemeahug.(wehugged)

Zinzi:Let'sfinishbeforeMamacomplainsand

saywefinishthecandles.(welaughed)

.

Wefinishedwashingthedishes.Weworeour

sleepingragsandZinziwenttobed.Ikissedall

thelittlekidsfirstbecauseIdon'tknowwhenI'll

seethemagain.I'llmissthemsomuchandI

wantedtoteachthemhowtoread,justasI've

beentaughtbymyguardian.Idon'tneedto

packbecauseIonlyhaveafewstuffthatI'll

wrapupinanoldsheetsinceIdon'thaveany

bags.Iblewthecandleoutandwenttosleep

nexttoZinzibecausewesleptinpairs.An

orphanagemightnotbethebestplacetomost

buttomeithasbeenhome.I'llbegoingtothe

royalpalacetomorrowandI'mfeelingsoscared.

Myplanistodomydutiesasbestaspossible

whilestilltryingtoremainunseensomehow.

MyeyesgrewheavyandIfinallyclosedthem



andfellasleep

#Nosi
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#Ndoni

Iwaswokenupbytheloudearlymorning

crowingsoundofourrooster.Itwasearly

becausethesunhasnotcomeupyet.Igotup

anddecidesthatI'dwashwithcoldwatertoday.

Aftergettingready,Istartedafireandputup

bathingwaterontwobigpotsforwhenthe

otherswakeup.MamasaidthatIcaneatthe

pieceofleftoverbreadfromlastnightfor

breakfast.Imadesugarwaterandsatdown

andate.Zinziwalkedintotheeatingarea

yawning.



.

Zinzi:HawuNdoni,wereyougoingtoleave

withoutsayinggoodbye?

Me:WhywouldyouthinkI'ddothat?

Zinzi:You'reinyourdressalready.Soclearly

you'rereadytogotolivewiththeroyals.

Me:Zinzi,howmanytimesmustIsa...

Zinzi:Iknowyou'reonlygoingtobeaservantto

them,notlivewiththem(shecutmeshort)

Me:Ialreadyputwateronthefire.You'llhaveto

monitoritandthenlatercookporridge.Make

sureit'senoughtofillthetummiesofallwho

willeatit.

Zinzi:You'veshownmehowtodoitmany

timesbefore.Don'tworryIwillnotstarveour

Mamaandlittlesisters. 

Mama:Goodmorning(shewalkedin)

Me:Goodmorning,Mama.



Zinzi:MamawhenwillIbeoldenoughtojoin

Ndoniintheroyalpalace?

Mama:Whereareyourmannersthismorning,

Zinzi? 

Zinzi:Myapologies,Mama.Goodmorning,how

didyousleep?

Mama:Good,mychild.YouwilljoinNdoniwhen

youreachtheageofmaturity.

Zinzi:ButI'mmatureformyage.Whynotsend

menow?

Mama:Ndoniwastwiceasmatureatyourage

butIstilldidnotsendherout.Waityourturn,

Zinzi.Theworldoutsideofthisorphanageis

notasprettyasyourimaginationallowedyouto

think.(Isuddenlygotmoreafraid)

Me:ListentoMama,Zinzi.Sheandthelittle

onesneedyouwaymorethentheroyalfamily.

WhenyoumatureenoughthenMamawillgive

youherblessingstogo. 



Mama:GetreadytogoNdoni,mychild.The

donkeycarriagethatwilltakeyoutotheroyal

palaceiswaitingoutsidealready.Youknow

howstubborndonkeysaretheymightnotwant

towalkatsomemoments.

Zinzi:Ifonlywecouldaffordhorses.

Mama:Thoseareluxuriesonlyroyaltyandthe

wealthycanafford,myZinzi.

Me:I'mreadytogonow,Mama.Itsaddensme

thatIhavetosaygoodbyetoyou.Mygratitude

goesouttoyouforraisingme.Ishallnotforget

thegenerositythatyou'veshownme.

Mama:Gowell,Ndoniyamanziandrememberto

notletmedown.Showthemthatyouarewell

groomed.

Me:Iwon'tletyoudown,Mama(Ihuggedher)

Zinzi:Promisetoneverforgetaboutus,sister. 

Me:Iwillneverforgetaboutmyfamily.

Zinzi:Dosendmyregardstotheprinces.(we



laughed)

Me:WhoshallIsaysendtheseregards?

Zinzi:ThefutureprincessZinzi(welaughed)

.

IembracedZinziandMamaonceagain.Iwent

tokissthesleepinglittleones.IwishZinzi

couldseejusthowluckysheisthatshecanstill

livehereandbeshielded.Itookmyragsthat

werewrappedinanoldsheetandmademyway

totheunstabledonkeyledwoodencarriage.I

greetedtheoldmanwhowillbeleadingtheway.

Igotonthecarriageandwavedasitslowly

tookoff.IthasnoshieldsoifitrainsI'llbe

soaked.Thesunstartedtoriseanditbecame

sohotthatIhadtotakethesheetmyclothes

wereintocovermyheadfromtheheat.The

donkeystoppedandwouldnotgofurtherand

themanhadtobegit.Itfinallymovedagainand

wefinallywentintothemainlandwherethe

royalsandtherichlive.Thehouseslooked



beautifulandbig.Wesawthepalaceupthehill

andIcouldnotbelieveit'ssize.Theguardsat

thegatewouldnotallowthesmellydonkeyin

soIthankedthegentlemen,tookmystuffand

walkedaroundtothestaffentranceofthe

palace.IlookedatthebeautifulAfrican

rondavelssurroundingtheroyalhome.Igotto

thedoorandanoldladygreetedme.

.

Her:I'mJongile,I'mtheheadservantofthe

palace. 

Me:I'mNdoniyamanzi.

Jongile:ThisisZipho,shehasbeenwithusfor

afewyearsandstillshowyouhowthingswork

here.Comewithus(westeppedinside)

Zipho:Thiswillbeyouruniform,Ndoni.You

shallundernocircumstancesbeseenwalking

aroundtheroyalhomewithoutwearingitor

therewillbetrouble.



Me:Iunderstand.

Zipho:Ifyoudoasyouaretoldthenyou'llget

intonotrouble.Youdonotengagewiththe

royalfamilyortheirguestsunlesstheytellyou

tooandneverlookthemintheeyes.Yourhead

mustbebowedwhenyouarearoundthemand

whenyougreetthemyoubowwithbothknees.

Me:SoifIseethemdoIjustignorethemand

notgreet?(shesmiled)

Zipho:No,youwillbowandaddressthem

respectfully.LikesayforinstanceQueenNande

walkedinrightnow.Youwillbowandsaymy

Queenandwaituntilshetellsyoutostandand

thenyouleaveunlesssheasksyoutodo

somethingforher.

Me:Iunderstand.

Zipho:ComeI'llshowyoutooursleeping

chambers.YouandIwillbesharingsinceI'm

yourmentor.



.

Sheledthewaytotheoutsideoftheroyal

houseandwegotgreetedbyrondavalhouses,

theyaren'tasbeautifulastheonesIsawwhenI

walkedinbuttheyarefarbetterthenthe

orphanage.Wewalkedintooneofthemandit

hadtwosmallsinglebeds. 

.

Zipho:Theoneintherightisyours.Ihave

alreadypreparedthebeddingforyou. 

Me:WillIsleepaloneonabed?(shelaughed

softly)

Zipho:Yes,youwill.Getdressedintoyour

uniformsoI'llgotrainyou. 

Me:ZiphoIthinkMamaJongiledoesnotlike

me.

Zipho:Don'tworry,shedoesnotlikeanyofus

(welaughed)

Me:Ithoughtit'sme.OkayI'mdressedand



readytogo.

Zipho:Whereareyourclothes,Ndoni?(Ilooked

downinembarrassment)

Me:Ionlyhavethreedressesandtheyare

wrappedinthatoldsheet.

Zipho:Don'tworry,wearethesamesizeIthink.

I'llgiveyousomeofmyclothes.Herewear

theseonyourfeet.(shegavemedecentshoes)

Me:Thankyou,Zipho.(Ismiled)

.

Iputontheshoes,theyaren'tnewbuttheyare

morethickeratthesoles.Wewalkedoutofour

sleepingchamberandbackintotheroyalhome.

ZiphoshowedmeeverythingthatIneededto

knowaboutbeingaroyalservant.Jongilethen

latercameandtestedallthenewservantsandI

rememberedmostofmylessons.Therearefive

ofusbutonlythreewillbechosentoberoyal

servants.ImadesureIexcelledinthepractical



testbecauseIdidnotwanttodisappointMama.

AfterwefinishedJongileassembledus.

.

Jongile:I'vebeenwatchingasthefiveofyou

didyourduties.Thenamesofthosewhowill

stayareKholiwe,VelileandNdoniyamanzi.The

twonamesthatweren'tcalledpleaseheadback

toyourhomesandleavetheroyalgroundsat

once(sheleftus)

Zipho:Iknewyou'dpass(shehuggedme)

Me:Ihadagoodteacher(welaughed)

.

Ayoungmanwalkedinandtheotherstaff

bowedandIfiguredthathemustberoyalty.I

alsobowedliketherest.

.

Him:IseeJongilehasnewrecruits.

Zipho:Yes,PrinceLizwi.



Him:Ihopethattheywillbeabletodotheir

duties.(hedeliberatelybrokeacup)

Zipho:I'llgetit,yourhighness.

Lizwi:Iwanthertogetit(hepointedatoneof

theothersandshecleanedupandhebroke

another)

Zipho:I'llhelp.

Lizwi:Sheifmorethencapablesurely(thegirl

startedtocry)

.

Hebrokeafewmoreandlaughedashedidit.I

mightnotknowalotofpeoplebutIdoknow

meanpeople.Heleftthekitchenarea.Wewent

tohelpthegirlcleanupthebrokenglasses.

.

Zipho:Ndoninevershedtearslikethatifthat

wastohappentoyou.It'sofnouse,these

peopleareroyaltyandwearenothing.They

don'tevenseeusashumanbeings.That's



PrinceLizwi,hehasameanstreakandenjoys

humiliatingothers. 

Me:That'snotnice.

Zipho:Theydon'tcare.

Me:Howistheotherprince.

ZiphofNtsikadoesnotshowhimselfmuch.He

isonhiswaybackfromwaraswespeak.Heis

thetypeofprincewhowantstogotowar

alongsidethekingdomswarriors.Ican'ttellyou

muchabouthim.

.

Wecontinuedtoworkandtheworkherewas

easysincetheyhavethebestequipment.

JongilecameintotheroomIwasbusyin.

.

Jongile:Ndoni,sinceyou'veexcelledmostin

thetestIhaveputyouindutyofPrinceNtsika's

chamberlateronwhenhereturnsfromwar.

Youaretocleananywoundorbruisehemight



have.

Me:Senior,Idon'tthinkI'llreadytohelpthe

royalfamilyyet.

Jongile:Thatisanorderoryoucanpackand

leavethegrounds.

Me:No,it'sfine.I'lldoasyousay.

.

Ifollowedhertoanotherdivisionoftheroyal

homeandgottoldit'sPrinceNtsika'sprivate

chamber.Itwashugeandnottomention

beautiful.Icleanedandgoteverythingreadyfor

hisarrival.Idohopehedoesnothavebig

wounds.WhywouldaPrincechoosetogoto

warwhenhehasmentodothat?Icontinued

withmywork.

.

.

#Ntsika



I'mPrinceNtsika,eldestsonoftheKingand

Queenandnextinlineofthethrown.I'mtwenty

yearsold.Isatinthehorsecarriageandwished

itcouldgofaster.I'vebeenoutonwarforthree

monthsandmybodyisexhausted.IknowI'll

haveanewservantmaidwhenIreturnbecause

mybrotherimpregnatesthemall.Iswearthat

boydoesnotknowhowtokeephismanhoodin

hispant.Wedrewnearertotheroyalhomeand

Ifeltrelieved.Idon'thavealotofbruises

becauseitwasaneasywarbutIdoneedto

havethemcleanedsotheydon'tgetinfected.

ThegatesopenedandIsawtheQueen

standingbytheentrance.Isteppedoutwitha

bitofalimpinmyrightleg.Shecameto

embraceme.

.

Mother:Ohmyson.Lookhowexhaustedyou

look.Whenwillyoustopgoingonwars,Ntsika?

Me:I'mawarrior,MotherandI'magreatone.I'll



gotowarwithmymenuntilItakeonthe

thrownasking.

Mother:You'reaprince,Ntsikaandthefuture

successoroftheKing.Whathappensifyoudie

inbattle?

Me:Nowyouinsultme,mother.Haveyougot

thatlittlefaithinme?

Mother:Iexpectyoutobebyyourfather'sside

duringcounselmeetingssoyoucanlearnthe

waysofthekingdom.

Me:Ineednotlearnthewaysofthekingdom,

theyalreadyrunthroughmyveins.Nowplease

excuseme,myQueen.Ineedtogotomy

privatechambersandrest.

Lizwi:Goodtohaveyouback,brother.Jongile

assignedayoungmaidentoyou.Enjoy.

Me:YouknowIdonottakeadvantageof

servantgirls.That'smoreyourstylebrother.(I

leftthem)



.

TheleathershieldI'mwearingfeelsheavierby

theminute.ItoldBantu,mypersonalguardto

alsogoandrest.Wehavehadalongpastfew

monthsandI'mawarriorsoIneednottobe

protectedbyanother.Iwalkedintomy

chambersandclosedthedoor.Iputmysharp

ironweaponsdownandtookthewarclothes

off.Whensuddenlyaservantcameandbowed

infrontofme.Howbeautifulshelook!

.

Her:Yourhighness(shespokesobeautifully)

Me:Youmayrise(shestoodupslowly)

Her:I'mNdoniyamanziandI'vebeenassigned

toyourchamberstonight. 

Me:Goodtomeetyou,Ndoniyamanzi.I'm

Ntsika.

Ndoni:Iknowwhoyouare,myprince.I've

preparedeverythingforyou.Iknowyoucome



fromwar.Arethereanywoundsthatyou'dlike

metolookat?

Me:NoseriousonesbutI'vegotonethatitches

atthebackofmyneck.

Ndoni:ThensitdownandI'llcleanitforyou

beforeitgetsinfected.

.

Shewenttotakealittlebasinandputaclothin

it.Isatandfeltherwarmhandstouchmyneck.

Shewassogentle.Shedidwhatshedidand

finished.ShetoldmeshefinishedandIstood

up.

.

Me:Thankyou,Ndoni.Eventheitchisbetter. 

Ndoni:Mypleasure,Yourbathisreadywhen

youare.(shelookednervous)

Me:Relax,NdoniI'mnotgoingtotake

advantageofyou.I'llbathmyselfbutyouneed

tokeepyourselfbusyheresotheywillthinkyou



aredoingyourduty.

Ndoni:Idon'tminddoingthework,Prince

Ntsika.

Me:Otherroyalsmightenjoybeingbathedby

servantsbutIdon't.Youmaysitdownand

that'sanorder.

Ndoni:Asyouwish.

.

IwatchedasthemostbeautifulladyI'veever

seenwalkedtothechairandsitdown.Apartof

mehatedthatshehastodoallofthis.Iknow

LizwiwillwanttotakeadvantagesoonbutI

knowthatIwon'tallowit,notwithher.Istepped

intothebathandwashedmyself.Thewarm

soapwaterstungsomeofthebruisesonmy

bodybutitwasnottoomuch.AfterfinishingI

steppedoutofthebathandknockedsomething

over.Ndonicamerushinginandsawmynaked

body.Sheimmediatelybowedherheadand

apologised.Iwrappedaclotharoundmywaist.



.

Me:I'mtheonewhoneedstoapologise.Igota

bitclumsy. 

Ndoni:I'llgetit,PrinceNtsika.

Me:Ndoni,pleaselookatme.

Ndoni:I'vebeenadvisedagainstlookingroyalty

directlyintheeyes.

Me:WellI'mroyaltyandIwouldlikeforyouto

lookatme. 

.

ShelookedupslowlyandImanagedtolookat

herfaceforthefirsttime.Beautifulladysheis

andjudgingbyhowshereactedbyseeingmy

nakedbodyshe'sstillpure.NowIreallyhaveto

keepherawayfromLizwisomehow.She

lookedintomyeyesbutimmediatelybowedher

headafterwards.

.



Me:MayIknowyourage?

Ndoni:I'mseventeenabouttoturneighteen,my

prince.

Me:Iseeyou'rereadingoneofthebooksonmy

shelfbecauseit'sopen.

Ndoni:Idonotknowhowtoread,myprince.(I

walkedclosertoher)

Me:Youarenotlyingtoaprinceareyou?(I

smiled)

Ndoni:Yes,Iwasreadingit.Myapologisefor

lying.

Me:Howdidyoulearntoread?

Ndoni:I'mselftaught,princeNtsika.Itooka

bookasachildandtaughtmyself.

Me:Howdoyouknowifyourreadingiscorrect?

Ndoni:IdonotbutI'mhopingthatitis.

Me:ReadaparagraphformeandI'lltellyou. 

.



Shewenttotakethebookandreadso

beautifully.Leavingmymouthwideopendueto

shock.Ican'tbelievethatsheisselftaughtbut

itmustbetruebecauseservantgirlsdon'tgoto

school.Isuddenlywantedtospendmoretime

withthisgirlbutnotforimpuredeedsbutto

knowwhat'sgoingoninhermind.Sheisclearly

intelligentbutisholdingbackbecauseI'ma

princeandsheaservant.Shereadawhole

chapterandI'vereadthebookmanytimes

beforebuthearingherreaditmadeitsoundso

newtomyears.Istoppedherandaskedher

whatshethinksaboutwhatshereadandshe

toldmeexactlywhatshethought.Shegaveme

anhonestreviewandminediffersfromhersbut

shestoodbyherreview.Ilovedthefactthat

shecanthinkforherselfanddoesnotagreeto

allIsayliketheothermaidens.Shehelpedme

putlotiononmybackandshesmelledgood.A

combinationoflavenderandhoney.Itoldher

thatshemaygoandtoldherwhichwaytotake



toavoidmeetingLizwi.Icouldnotstopthinking

about,NdonibutIhavetobecauseI'maprince

andshe'saservant.Theonlywaywecanbe

togetherisifImakehermybedroomservant

andIdonotwanttodothattoher.Shemight

beaservantbutIfeelshedeservesmorethen

that.Ilookforwardtomeetingheronceagain.I

havemanybooksshecanreadbecauseshe

lovesit.Igotintomysilkroyalcoversand

exhaustionfinallygotme,witheyesheavyI

finallyfellasleep.

#Nosi
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#Lizwi

I'mPrinceLizwi,secondbornchildtotheKing



XhantiandQueenNande.I'meighteenyearsold.

IsatatthebigoaktableasMotherandIwaited

fortheKingandhisfavouritesontojoinusfor

morningfestivitiestocelebratehisreturnfrom

war.

.

Mother:Lizwi,whyareyouhereandnotwith

yourfatherandbrother?

Me:Mother,webothknowthatneitherofthe

menyoumentionedwantmenearthem.

Mother:That'snottrue,youareaprinceanda

mannow.

Me:WebothknowthatNtsikaisfather's

favourite.I'llalwayscomesecondtoNtsika.

Notonlyinbirthorderbutalsointhefavourof

King.

Mother:Yourfathercaresforbothhissons

equally,youmightbethesecondbornbutthe

loveandfavourtheKinghasforhissonsis



equal.

.

Myfatherandbrotherwalkedinlaughing.

Clearlytheconversationisamusingandit

causedmetoclenchmyjawinfrustration.

MotherandIrosetoourfeetandgreetedthem.

.

Father:MyQueen,youhavetobeproudofyour

firstborn.Hehasbeenagreatwarriorandwe

havenotlostawarsinceheleadsourmen.

Mother:Iamproud,myKingbutletusnot

encouragethistoomuch.Ntsikamustbeby

yoursidehereatthekingdomandonallofyour

travels.Heneedstolearnwhatakingdoes. 

Father:Thereisplentyoftimeforthat,I'mnot

goingtodieanytimesoonsohestillhastime

beforebeingking.

Mother:Ntsika,I'vefoundyouasuitablematch

formarriage.Sheisayoungprincessfroma



smallbutdecentkingdom. 

Ntsika:Mother,doyourememberwhat

happenedthelasttimeyoutriedtofindmea

wife?

Me:Thatisoldnews.Areyoustillmadatme

forthat?

Ntsika:Youhadintercoursewiththemaiden

thatwaschosentobemywife(heraisedhis

voice)

Father:Calmnow,myyoungprince.

Me:Ihelpedyouout,youshouldbethanking

me.Shewasnotevenpureandyouwouldonly

havefoundoutonyourweddingnightthatshe

hashadbedroomdealingsbefore.Whoknows

howmanyprincesshehasbeenwith?You

shouldbegratefulandnotinsultme.

Ntsika:Ifeelalotofthings,brotherbutgrateful

isnotoneofthem.

Mother:Ntsikacalmdown.Yourbrotherisright,



thefamilyofthatgirlassuredusthatsheis

purebutitwasalljustalie.Ifitwasnotforyour

brotherwewouldnothaveknown.

Father:Lizwididnotknowthegirlwasnotpure

untilafterhedidwhathedid.Hewrongedand

betrayedhisbrother,Nandeandstoptryingto

makeNtsikabethankfulforhisbrother's

betrayal.

Me:Iknewyou'dtakeyourgoldenseed'sside.

Father:Yourwillnotspeaktomelikethatboy!I

mightbeyourfatherbutI'malsoyourkingandI

willnottoleratebeingdisrespectedaroundmy

table(hepointedtheroyalstickatme)

Me:Myapologies,myking.Imeantnotto

disrespectyou.

Mother:Letuscallintheservantssothatthey

canbringinthefood.Allthistensionjustsoon

aftersunriseisnotgood. 

.



Mothersignaledfortheservantstobecalledin

andserveusfood.Oneoftheyoungrecruits

cameinandtheyallbowedbeforereachingthe

table.Ilookedatmybrotherwhosejawwas

clenchedtightashelookedattheyoung

maidenbowinginfrontofus.Thekinggave

thempermissiontoriseandtheyservedthe

food.Ntsika'seyesneverleavingtheyoung

maiden.Hetriedtohideitbuthecan'tfoolme.

Theservantsleftandwesatandlistenedtomy

brothertellusaboutthewar.

.

Mother:Onceyourpotentialwifearrivesyou

needtoremainatthekingdom.

Father:Theyoungprincesscanarriveonthe

weddingday.Thelastthingweneedisanother

disasterlikethelastone.(helookedatme)

Me:Iwillnotbetraymybrotheragain,father. 

Mother:Youknowshecan'tcomeonthedayof

celebrations,myking.Itgoesagainstour



customs.ShehastocomesoIcanshowher

thewaysofourkingdombecauseshe'llbethe

futureQueen.

Ntsika:Howoldisthisprincess?.

Mother:Sixteen!Perfectageformarriageand

shewillgiveyouanheirsoon.Don'ttellus

you'renotreadyformarriage,Ntsika.You

shouldhavebeenmarriedwhenyouturned

seventeenalready. 

Ntsika:Iknowwhat'sexpectedofmeasa

prince,mother.I'lldowhatisbestforthe

kingdom.

Mother:Andthatismarryingaprincesssothat

theroyalbloodmaynotbetaintedorweakened.

.

Icouldseethatmybrotherisnotreadyfor

marriageoratleastnotwithastranger.Could

hebeinlove?Coulditbewiththeservantgirl

andisthatwhyhisfacetightenedinfrustration



ashesawherbowbeforeroyalty?Thekingand

queenexcusedthemselvestogototheirroyal

duties.NtsikaalsodidthesameandIthought

thisistheperfectopportunityformetotell

JongilethatIwanttheyoungmaidenassigned

tomychamberlateron.Icalledforher.

.

Jongile:Youcalled,yourhighness(shebowed)

Me:Thatyoungmaidenyougotyesterday.

Whatishername?

Jongile:Whichone,myprince?Igotthreenew

ones.

Me:Themostbeautifulofall,theonewiththe

caramelskin.

Jongile:ThatwouldbeNdoniyamanzi.

Me:Ndoniyamanzi?

Jongile:Yes,myprince.

Me:Getherondutyinmyprivatechamber



tonight. 

Jongile:Asyouwishyourhighness.

Me:Youmaygo,Jongile.

.

Shestoodupandsheleft.Hernameis

Ndoniyamanzi!Iwentaboutmyroyaldutiesand

Ilookedforwardtohavinghercaterformy

needsatsunset. 

.

.

#Ndoni

Wegetupearly,longbeforetheroyalfamily

evenrealisethatit'salreadymorningbutI'mnot

complainingbecauseit'sanormalthingtome.I

missmyMamaandsisterssomuch.Ihavenot

heardfromShibabutit'sgoodbecauseIdon't

wanttobeaccusedonwitchcraft.Ilikeprince

Ntsikamorethentheotherone.Heindeedisa

handsomeman.Tall,darkchocolateskinthat's



sosmoothandhasthebodyofatruewarrior.I

sleptwellonmyfirstnight.Ziphoandmyself

werecleaningupaftertheroyalsfinishedtheir

meal.Ican'tbelievethatIwasjustinthe

presenceoftheentireroyalfamily. 

.

Zipho:Itlooksliketheydidnoteveneatmuch.

Me:Theymusthavehadimportantbusinessto

attendto.I'msurethattheyareabusyfamily.

Zipho:Didyouheartheloudshoutingwhenwe

stoodoutsidewaitingtobecalledin?

Me:IdidbutIdon'tthinkit'swisetospeak

aboutroyalaffairs.Thewallsmighthaveears.

Zipho:You'reright,Ndoni.Ishouldlearntokeep

mybigmouthshutbutI'vegotyouandyou'll

helpme(welaughedandJongilewalkedin)

Jongile:Ndoni,theyoungestprincehas

requestedthatyoubeputinchargeofthe

dutiesinhischamberlateron. 



Me:Ishalldoasyouwish,Senior.

Jongile:Besuretodowhateverheasksofyou

toavoidpunishment.

Me:Iunderstand(sheleftus)

Zipho:Hesawyouasapotentialbedroom

servant.Hewillexpectyoutogobeyondjust

cleaningduties,Ndoni.

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Zipho:Iwasoncejustlikeyouatanother

kingdomandmypuritywastakenbyaprince

their.Lizwihasmademostoftheservantgirls

pregnantinthispalacethat'swhythereis

alwaysademandofnewservants.I'malsoone

ofhisbedroomservantswhenherequestsme

butIhavemedicinegiventomebymy

grandmotherthathelpsmetonotfallpregnant.

I'mgiveyousomebeforeyougotohischamber.

Me:I'mscared,Zipho.WhatcanIdotoavoid

goingtohischamber?



Zipho:YouheardJongile,Ndoni.Doastoldand

you'llavoidpunishment.I'msorrybutattheend

ofthenightyou'llnolongerbepure.

Me:ButI'veneverevenkissedaboy.

Zipho:Yourtypeofinnocenceiswhatmakes

Lizwievenmoreexcited.I'msorry,Ndonibut

don'tworryI'llhelpyousoyouwon'tfall

pregnant.I'mnowattachedtoyouasasister

andIdon'twantyoutobewithchildwitharoyal

bastard. 

Me:I'mthankfulforyourhelp,Zipho.I'lltakethe

medicinetopreventsuchfromhappening.

Zipho:Comelet'sgoandeatnowbeforewe

starttherealchores.Rememberservantsnever

eatbeforeroyalty.Wewaituntiltheyare

finishedthenweeat.

Me:I'llremember

.

Wetooktheuntouchedleftoverstotheservant



eatingquarterandweallate.Icouldnoteat

muchbecauseIwasterrifiedofwhatmight

happentonight.Wefinishedandwediscussed

thedutiesamongstus.IwentwithVelileand

shetoldmeshemadesurethatherlover

defloweredherbeforeshecamehere.Iwould

dothatbutI'veneverhadalover.Iwouldnot

evengivetheyoungmenwhowaitforyoung

maidensbytheriverachance.Weworkedand

thedayseemedtogobyfast.IwenttoPrince

Lizwi'schamberandcleaned.Hewasnothome

fromhisroyaldutiesyetsoIwenttoZiphoto

drinkthemedicinethatwillmakemenottofall

pregnant.ItwasbitterbutIdrankafewdrops.I

wishShibscoulddosomething.Ifeellikeshe

hasbrokenherpromiseandhasleftmealone.I

rinsedmymouthofthebitternessandmademy

waybackintotheroyalhome.Iranintoprince

NtsikaandIrememberZiphosaidImustgreet

respectfullysoIbowedbeforeheevenreached

me.



.

Me:Yourhighness(wewalkedtome)

Ntsika:Youmayrise,Ndoni.Howareyou?

Me:I'mwell,myprince.Ihopeyouaretoo.(I

stoodup)

Ntsika:Iambutyourvoicesounddifferentthen

before.Issomethingthematter?

Me:No,myprince(atearfellandIwipeditoff

quickly)

Ntsika:Hassomeonebeenilltreatingyou?

Me:No,myprince.

Ntsika:Comewithme,Ndoni.

Me:Myapologies,yourhighnessbutIcan'tgo

withyou.I'vebeenassignedtoPrinceLizwi's

chamberandIdon'twanthimtocomehometo

achamberthat'snotready.

Ntsika:Thatexplainsyourtears.I'msurethe

otherservantshavetoldyouaboutmybrother's



waysofdoingthings.Comewithme,I'llmake

sureyoudon'tgetintotrouble.

.

Hewalkedsotallandstronginfrontofme.

Ntsika'spresenceisimpossibletoignore.He

walkedintoaroomandeveryoneimmediately

feelsit.Hegreetedalltheservantswemeton

ourway.Itseemshe'sleadingmetohis

chamber.Sohesavedmefromhisbrotherjust

sohecouldhavemeforhimself?Heopened

thedoorandgesturedformetowalkinfirst.

Anotherservantwasbusybuthetoldherto

resignfromherinhischamberandgotoprince

Lizwi's.Sheleftandheclosedthedoor.

.

Me:PrinceNtsika,JongilesaidI'llgetinto

heapsoftroubleifIdon'tdoastold. 

Ntsika:Wellyou'llgetintomoretroubleifyou

don'tdoastheeldestprincetellsyou(hesaid

whilesmiling)



Me:Myapologies

Ntsika:Iwasnotbeingserious,Ndoni.I'lldeal

withJongileshouldshecome. 

Me:I'llgetthingsreadyforyou.

Ntsika:Wait,Igotyoumorebooks.

Me:Ican'ttakebookstotheservantchambers,

yourhighness.Nooneelsebutyouknowsof

myabilitytoread.

Ntsika:I'llkeepyoursecretsafe,youcancome

tomychamberandreadthebooksevenwhen

I'maway.

Me:Thatisagainsttherules,myprince.Iwill

readthemwhenyouallowmeto.

Ntsika:Nowisfineifyouwantbutitisnew

bookssoyou'llhavetoreadoutloudsoIcan

alsoknowwhatishappening.

Me:Asyouwish.

.



IchoseabookIthoughtwewouldbothenjoy.I

startedtoreadoutloudburnottooloudwhile

hebathed.IstoodwithmybackathimsothatI

don'tseehisnakednessonceagain.Hefinished

anddressed.Isatonthechairoppositehim.My

throatgotirritatedandheofferedtocontinue.

Hereadsperfectly,evenmoreperfectthenme.I

satandlistenedtothestoryandwatchedhim.

HewaslookingatthebooksoIwasableto

lookathim.AhandsomeAfricanman!We

heardaloudbangonthedoorandIknewthat

I'mintrouble.

.

Me:It'sJongile.

Ntsika:Sheknowsbetterthentoknocklikethat

onthedoorofherprince. 

Lizwi:Ntsika!(heshoutedfromtheotherside)

Ntsika:Don'tfear,I'llsortitout.Keepbehindme.

(wewalkedtothedoorandheopened)



Lizwi:Ihearthatyoutoldtheservantsto

exchangeduties.Ispecificallyaskedforthe

serviceofthatservantinyourchambers.

Ntsika:Youwilladdressmewithrespect,Lizwi!

Donotforgetyourplace.IfIwantedallofthe

servantsinmychambertonight,I'ddojustthat!

IrequestedthatNdonibeinmychamberandas

theeldestI'vegotmoreright. 

Queen:Whatiswithalltheshouting?Icould

hearyouallthewayfromthemainroyal

chamber.

Lizwi:Ntsikathinksthatjustbecauseheis

olderhecanoverrulemydecisions.Iordered

fortheservicesoftheservantinhischamber

buthewon'tallowit!

Ntsika:Idon'tthinkIcanoverruleyour

decisions,brother.IknowthatIcan.Ifyouhave

aproblemwiththatgotakeitupwiththeKing

andtheroyalcouncil.

Queen:Allofthisfightingisoverwhogetsto



spendthenightwithaservantwhore?Youboth

willstopthatatonce.Lizwigotoyourchamber

andchooseyourselfanothergirlifyouwantor

evenmorethenone.Therearesurelymore

beautifulmaidensyoucanchoosefrom.

Lizwi:Asyousay,myQueen.(theyleft)

Jongile:MayIpleasespeaktoNdoni,myprince?

Ntsika:Youmayspeaktoheratsunrise.

Ndoniyamamzihasnotdoneanythingwrong.

I'mtheonewhoorderedherhere.Wouldyou

rathershehaddisobeyedanorderfromme,

Jongile?

Jongile:No,yourhighness.Ifyougaveheran

orderthenIshallnotpunishher.I'llspeaktoher

atsunrise.

.

Ntsikaclosedthedoorofhischamberclearly

angry.IkeptquietbecauseIdidnotwantto

makeitworse.Isatonthechairandread



quietly.

.

Ntsika:Ithoughtwewerereadingtogether.I'm

amanofmanytalentsbutmindreadingisnot

oneofthem(hespokesoftly)

Me:Ididnotwanttoupsetyouanyfurther,my

prince.

Ntsika:I'mangrybutthatangerisnotdirected

towardsyou.You'llhavetospendthenighthere

tonightbecauseIknowLizwiwillgolookfor

youintheservantchambers.(myeyeswidened

atfirst)

Me:Asyouwish,prince.

Ntsika:Calmnow,Ndoni.Iwillnotdoanything

withyou.Ijustdon'twanttohavemybrother

takeadvantage.Theotherservantswill

howeverthinkI'vemadeyoumybedroommaid.

Forgivemeforthat. 

Me:Noneedtoapologise.Youarekind,prince



Ntsika. 

Ntsika:I'llsleeponthebigseatrightthereand

youcanhavemyspaceofslumber.

Me:I'llbemorecomfortableontheseat,my

prince.Iknowaservantisnotdeemedworthy

ofaroyalbed.

Ntsika:Thereexistsnosuchthing.You'llsleep

thereandit'sanorder.I'mawarriorofwarso

I'vesleptonmoreuncomfortablespaces.What

kindofmanwouldIbeifIallowedaladyto

sleeponahardchair?

Me:You'vealreadyshownmesomuch

kindness. 

Ntsika:Goonandgetonthebed,I'lltakethe

extracover.Pleasecontinuetoread,Iwantto

knowwhatmysteriesthenextchapterbring. 

Me:I'llreadforyou,myprince.I'msurethenext

chaptercontainswhatIpredicted(helaughed

softly)



Ntsika:Ibegtodiffer,yourpredictionisnot

linkedtoreality.

Me:Let'sseewhatthebooksays,myprince.

(helaughed)

.

Hetooktheextracoverandpillowandwentto

thelongchair.HelookedawayasItookmy

uniformoffuntilIgotintothecovers.Whata

gentleman!Igotinthecoversandeverything

wassoft.Thesheet,mattress,coverjust

everything.Iwaiteduntilhegotcomfortable

andstartedtoread.Themysteryreallycontains

whatIpredictedandhelaughedsomuchatit.

Histeethandsmilelookbeautiful.Ididnot

stareathimbutI'dstealopportunitieswhen

he'snotlookingmydirection.Hefellasleepand

byunderstandingbecausehehasbeenoutall

day.Ifoldedthepageweendedatandclosed

thebook.IheardShiba'svoicesaying"Itoldyou

thatnotallwhoareinthepalacearecruel.I'm



stillhere,Ndonineversecondguessthat,child".

Ifeltrelievedandfinallyfellasleep.Ihopethis

unusualcomfortdoesnotcausemeto

oversleep,Jongileisalreadyupsetwithme.

#Nosi
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#Queen Nande

I'mQueenNande,wifetoKingXhantiofMhlaba

Ochumileyoandmothertotwohandsome

princes. 

IstoodasJongilewhoisthepalace'shead

servantdressedme.Shehasbeenwithme

sinceIenteredthedoorsofthiskingdom.She

ismoreloyaltomethensheistoherownKing.



.

Jongile:MyQueen,mayIhavepermissionto

speakoftheeldestprince?

Me:SpeakJongile,youaremyeyesandearsin

thispalacesoIwanttohearwhatyousee.

Jongile:IthinkthatPrinceNtsikaisgetting

attachedtoayoungservantmaiden.

Me:Whywouldyouthinksolowofyour,Prince?

Jongile:Whenwewenttohischamberlast

nighthedefendedherandheaddressesherby

hername.Theprincesneverbotherto

rememberthenamesofyoungservants.

Me:Whoisthisservant?

Jongile:Ndoniyamanzi,sheisanorphangirl

fromoneofthevillagesoutsideofthemainland.

Me:Isshestillpure?

Jongile:Idonothaveknowledgeofthat.Ifshe

wasthenIbelievethatPrinceNtsikamusthave



defloweredheralready.Isthatnotwhattheydo

whentheyaskaservanttospendthenight?

Me:YesbutNtsikaisdifferentfromLizwi.He

hasneverbotheredtohaveservantwhores.All

hecaresaboutishiswarriortraining.Ifindit

strangethatheorderedthisparticularservant

tospendthenightinhisprivatechamber.

Jongile:Wouldyoulikemetocontinuetokeep

aneyeonthem?

Me:OhJongileItrustyouandonlyyouinthis

palace.Dokeepaneyeonthem.Ican'thavea

youngservantcastalovespellonmyson.Heis

thefuturekingandcannotbeinlovewitha

servantwhore.

Jongile:Ishalldoasyouwish,myQueen. 

Me:Jongiledohavethisservantbepartofthe

breakfastservants.Iwanttolookather

properlyandseeNtsika'sreactionwhenshe

serveus. 



Jongile:Thatisiftheprincehasreleasedher.

Me:Hehasbythishour,heknowsthatwhores

shouldleaveroyalchambersbeforesunrise

Jongile:Ihavefinishedgettingyoudress,your

highness.MayIgoandgetthebreakfast

servantsready?

Me:Youmay,Jongile.

.

SheleftandIgotconcerned.Idonotmindmy

sonssleepingwithwhoresbecausetheyare

menwithneedsbutIcan'thaveNtsikafallfora

servantgirl.Shewilldistracthimandhe'sabout

tomarryroyaltysoon.Ican'tletmyKingknow

aboutthisbecausehemightbendtherules.

Lizwiisright,Ntsikadoeshavemorefavour

fromtheKingbecauseNtsikaremindshimof

hisyoungself.Jongilecamebacktotellme

thatthefoodisready.Shealsosaidthatthe

kingisatthetablealready.Iwalkedthelong

passageandgottothedinningarea.MyKing



andPrincesstoodasIapproached.My

handsomeroyalmen.

.

King:Iwasstartingtothinkyouareill,my

Queen.

Me:IttakesalottomakeatrueQueenill,my

King. 

Ntsika:Howdidyousleep,myQueen?

Me:Well,myprince.Nothingquiteasgoodas

silksheetstoensureasoundslumber.MayI

calltheservantsin?

Lizwi:Yesyoumay,mother.

Me:Jongileyoumaycallinyourgirls.

Jongile:Ishalldoso,MyQueen. 

.

Jongilecalledtheminandtheybowed.Theking

gavethempermissiontoriseandserve.Jongile

signaledwhichservantthisNdoniis.Ilookedat



NtsikaandIsawthathiseyestravelled

whereversheis.JongilemightberightbutI'm

surethisservantfedhimlovemedicine.A

princecannotwillinglyfallinlovewithaservant.

Theyleftusasweate.Afterfinishingthemen

excusedthemselves.IcalledfortheNdoni

servanttospeaktoheralone.Sheenteredand

bowed.

.

Her:Youaskedforme,yourhighness.

Me:Whatareyourdealingswithmyeldestson?

Her:Idonothavedealingswithyourson.The

onlydealingsIhavearethoseheordersmeto

do,myqueen.

Me:Iheardthathemightbeinlovewithyou.

Her:Heisaprincesoontobeking.I'mjusta

servant,myqueenandlovebetweenuscannot

exist.

Me:Andyoukeepitthatway.IfIfindoutthat



theprinceisinlovewithyou,I'llaccuseyouof

witchcraft.I'llhaveyouburnttosteaklikea

witchdeserves.Dothesexualfavoursheasks

becauseyouarenothingbutawhoretoaroyal

manbutdonotgoanyfurtherthenthat.Heis

soongoingtomarryayoungpureprincess.One

ofroyalbloodwhowillgivehimfullblooded

royalheirs.Youmayriseandgo. 

Her:Asyouwish.

Me:Asyouwishwhat?AmIadog?

Her:Asyouwish,myqueen.

Me:Nowleavemysightatonce.

.

ShequicklystoodupandInoticedthatshe's

crying.Ican'tfeelsorryforanobody.I'llhave

herkilledifshestandsinthewayofroyalty.I

willnotbethelaughingstockofother

kingdomsbyhavingasonwhoisinlovewitha

servantwhore.Shedoesnotevenlookpure.I'm



sureshe'sbeentooallthekingdomsaround

offeringherbedroomservices.Iorderedthe

dinningareatobecleanedandwenttoget

readyforthehighteaI'llhavewiththewivesof

theroyalcouncilmen.

.

.

#Ntsika

SeeingthatNdoniwasnotinthebedasIrose

thismorningdampenedmymoodabitbutI

understandwhyshehadtoleavebeforesunrise.

I'veneverfeltlikethisaboutanymaidenbefore

andIknowI'mforbiddenfromlovingherbutmy

heartjustwon'tlisten.Ihateseeingherbow

beforemeandwishshedidnothavetobutit's

thewayofthekingdom.Iwalkedtheroyal

groundswithBantu,mypersonalguard.

.

Me:Brother,haveyoueverbeeninlove?



Bantu:Isaprinceevenallowedtospeakoflove

whenhehasnotmethispotentialwifeyet?

Me:Answerthequestion,Bantu.

Bantu:I'minlovewithayoungmaidenwho

livesinthepalacebutIknowthatIwon'tgether

tonoticeme.(IfearedthatitmightbemyNdoni)

Me:Doesthismaidenhaveaname?

Bantu:HernameisZipho.Beautifulyoung

maidenandI'dliketomakehermywife.(I

breathedasoftsighofrelief)

Me:Nowlet'ssayyourfamilygotyouanother

wifewhoyouknowyou'llneverlove.What

wouldyoudo?

Bantu:IwouldrunawaywithmylovebutIdo

notadviceyoutodothat,myprince.Youare

thefutureofthiskingdom.Yourbrotherwould

ruleittotheground. 

Me:Ispeaknotofmyself,Bantu.

Bantu:Iknowyou,myprince.Whoareyouin



lovewith? 

Me:Iforgetyouknowmesowellattimes.I

can'trevealhername,Bantu.She'sayoung

maidenservantatthepalacebutIassureyou

thatit'snotyourlove.

Bantu:Thenmarrytheroyalprincessandmake

heryourmistress.

Me:Youdareinsulttheladymyhearthas

chosen,Bantu?

Bantu:Myapologies,myprincebutyouhaveto

acceptyourdestiny.Whenitcomestoloveyou

unfortunatelydonotgettochoose.You'renext

inlineofthethrownandyou'llneedareal

Queenbyyoursidesomeday.Notonewhois

Queenjustbynamebutonewho'sbloodisblue.

Me:IsometimeswishIcouldbeordinary..

Bantu:Justasordinarypeoplewishtobe

royalty.You'redestinedtoleadoneofthe

greatestkingdomsinthislifetimeandyoucan

notrunfromfate.



Me:Ihearyou,brother.

.

Bantuislikeabrothertomenowbecauseof

thebattleswehavefoughtalongsidein.Itrust

himmorethenIdomyownbloodbrother.I

hopehegetstomarryhismaiden.Thatwayat

leastoneofuswillmarryforlove.Ijoinedthe

kinginthepalacelibraryandmythoughts

immediatelywenttoNdoniasIsawthe

thousandsofbooks.IgreetedtheKingonce

again.

.

Father:Ithoughtyousaidyou'regoingtoparole

aroundthekingdom.

Me:Mylegisgivingmeproblems,myking.

Father:Gohavetheroyalcaretakerslookatit.

Yourcan'tbelimpingonyourwedding.

Me:I'llbefine.Fatherdidyoumarrymotherout

oflove?



Father:PrincesandPrincessesdon'tmarryfor

love,myyoungprince.Royaltymarriesto

straightenalliancesbetweentwokingdoms.I

metyourmothertwodaysbeforeImarriedher.

Wehadnotimetofallinlovebutweknewwhat

wasexpectedofusfromayoungage.

Me:Soyoulaynexttoawomanyoudon'tlove?

Father:IlaynexttoawomanI'velearnedtolove.

AwomanIrespectasmychosenQueenand

mothertomyheirs.Ihopeyouarenothaving

secondthoughts,youngprince.Thefamilyof

theprincessisalreadyontheirwaytonegotiate

dowryfortheirdaughter.Lettheheartnotfool

youintothinkingofcallingeverythingoff.

Me:Iknowmyduties,myKing.Ishallmarrythis

chosenprincessbutdonotexpectanheirsoon.

Ishallnotsleepwithasixteenyearoldchild.I'll

waituntilsheisseventeenandahalf.

Father:Itshallallbediscussedatthedowry

negotiations. 



Me:Excuseme,myking.I'vegotplentytodo.

Father:You'reexcused,youngPrince.

.

IstoodandIwalkedtotheareaIhopedNdoni

wouldbeandsheis.Shewasdustingthe

palace,turn,sawmeandimmediatelyfellon

herknees.Icringewhenevershedoesthat.I

walkedtoher.

.

Me:Youmayrise,Ndoni(shestood).

Ndoni:Ihavetoworknow,myprince.Please

excuseme.Imadethisforyourleg.It'sa

remedyforthepain.Imixedmintandand

camphorblocks.Ipromiseit'snotdark

medicine.It'sanaturalremedy.

Me:Iknowyou'renotawitch,Ndoni.Ishall

applythisonmylegthisevening.Willyoube

comingtomychamberstofinishourbook?

Ndoni:Iaskforyourpermissiontonotcometo



yourprivatechamber,yourhighness.

Me:Youdonotneedmypermission.Ifyouwish

nottocomeIrespectit.I'llleavethebook

unreadsowecanfinishittogether.

.

ShesuddenlylookedbehindmeandIsawthe

fearinhereyes.Sheleftinahurry.Ilooked

backandsawtheQueenwalkaway.Ireally

hopethatLizwiwillleavemyNdonialone.Ifhe

touchesherbyforcehewillfeelthesharpness

ofmyspear.Iwenttodomydutiesandhelped

fatherprepareforhismeeting.Isatinwith

Lizwiaswewatchedourfatherwhoisaskilled

negotiatorsealyetanothertradingdeal.IfI'm

halfthekingthatheisI'llbehonoured.Hours

wentbyandweate.AfterwardsIwenttomy

privatechamber.IledtheservantgobecauseI

donotwantNdonithinkingI'vegotabedroom

maid.IowehernoexplanationbutIwantherto

havegoodthoughtsofme.Iappliedtheremedy



shegavemeandIcouldfeelthepainfinally

easeup.Ishouldhavehermakemoreofthis

formyfellowwarriorstoobecauseithelps.I

askedformysheetsnottobechangedandI

couldimmediatelypickupherscentasIgot

undermycovers.Acombinationoflavender

andhoney,that'showsweetmyNdonismells.

Shedoesnotevenknowthatmyhearthas

chosenherbutIcan'ttellherbecausea

potentialwifeischosenalreadyandIcan't

makeNdoniamistress.I'dneverdegradeher

likethat.Ifinallyslept

#Nosi
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#Prince Lizwi



Ifmybrotherthinksthathecanstopmefrom

havingthenewservantsatisfymydesiresheis

deadwrong.Hehasnowmadememore

determinedtohaveherbecauseIknowheisin

lovewithher.Howhumiliatingthatthefuture

kingisinlovewithaservant!Doeshenotknow

thatheonlyneedstosleepwithherandnothing

more?WhatafoolNtsikais!Allofthethoughts

ranthroughmymindasImademywaytothe

verandatomeetwiththeQueen.She

summonedmesayingitisimportantsoIhadto

gomeetheratonce.Shestoodasshesawme

andweembraced.

.

Me:Ihadtoleavemydutiestocometoyou,

Mother.Whatcouldbesoimportant?

Mother:LizwiIthinkthatwehaveavirusinthe

royalhomeandweneedtokillitbeforeit

destroysthekingdom'sfuture.

Me:Donotbeataroundthebush,myQueen.



Tellmewhatyouaretalkingabout.

Mother:Itseemsyourbrotherisinlovewitha

whore.(Ilookedather)

Me:Isthatwhatyoucalledmeherefor?

Mother:Whyareyounotshocked,Lizwi?Your

reactionislikethatofapersonwhohasheard

thenewsbefore.

Me:IknowthattheKing'sfavouriteisinlove

withaservant.

Mother:AndyoudidnotcometoyourQueen

withthenews.Thiscouldputthefutureof

MhlabaOchumileyoinjeopardy,Lizwi!Oristhat

whatyouwant?

Me:Donotinsultme,Mother.Iamaprincein

thiskingdomsoIwanttoseeitprosperfrom

generationtogeneration.Ididnotknowhow

accuratemyfindingsare.Iseehowhelooksat

herandthatisthelookofloveandnotlust.

Mother:Icannotletthathappen.Youmust



helpmeputanendtoit.

Me:IthinkNtsikaisdrawntoherbecauseof

herinnocence.Sheisapureservantmaiden.

Mother:Howwouldyouknowofthat?

Me:I'veseenalotofvirgins,MotherandIcan

assureyousheisoneofthepurest.

Mother:IfherpurityiswhatdrawaNtsika's

attention,weneedtotakethatpoweraway

fromher. 

Me:Howdowesuggestwedothat? 

Mother:Goarrangeforsomeonetotainther.

Ntsikawillwantnothingtodowithherafterhe

findsthatshehasbeendeflowered.Doitsoon,

Lizwi.Iwanthertobeimpurebysunriseand

makesurethatitreachestheearsofyour

brotherbutkeepournamesoutofit.Ican't

havethefuturekingangryatme.Itmight

weakenthecontrolthatIhaveoverhimand

Ntsikaisalreadyhisownman.Hedoesnot



dancetomycontrolsbutIstillhavepowerover

himashismother.Goatonce,myson.

Me:Asyouwish,myQueen.Allthatyoujust

askedofmeshallbedone.Ntsikawillnoteven

knowthatit'suswhoplannedit.MayIbe

excused?

Mother:Youmay,dearprince.

.

Istoodandleftmymother.Ntsikaissuchafool,

heissoinlovewiththisservantthatheeven

forgetstohideit.Iwenttowheremypersonal

guard,Maqhekezais. 

.

Me:Haveyoudoneyourroundsaroundthe

outsideofmypersonalchamber,Maqhekeza?

Him:Ihavedoneasyouasked,myprince.

Therelurksnodanger.Onlytheyardsweepers.

Me:Verywell,nowgointotheroyalservant

quartersandfindJongile.



Him:ShallIsummonhertoyou,myprince?

Me:Yes,tellherthatshewillfindmeinsidethe

royalhome.Tellherit'sofimportancesoshe

mustleavealldutiesshe'sbusywith. 

Him:Ishallmakepersonallysureshecomes.

Evenifitmeanputtingherintoasackand

dragginghertoyou.(Ilaughed)

Me:IknewthatImadeagoodchoicewhenI

choseyouasmyguard. 

.

IwentintotheroyalhomeandIgotaglassof

brandy.Adrinkforaman!Iwaitedfor

Maqhekezatowalkintotheroyalhousewith

Jongile.Ilookedoutsideandsawthebeautyof

thekingdom.HowdaretheQueeneventhinkI'd

wanttodestroythisbeauty?Thisismylegacy

andifIhavemywayNtsikawilldieinoneofthe

warstocomeandI'llbethenextinlineforthe

thrown.KingLizwiofMhlabaOchumileyo

soundsbetter!Jongilemadeherwayinand



bowed.

.

Jongile:Yourservantisatyourservice,my

prince.

Me:JongiletheQueenhasaskedustodo

somethingforher.

Jongile:Nameit,myprinceandI'llensurethatit

isdone.

Me:ShewantsustohaveNdonidefloweredby

sunrise.

Jongile:I'llgetoneoftheoutsidemaleservants

todoit,myprince.

Me:Iwilldoitmyself,Jongile.Iwilltakeher

innocencemyselfbutIneedyoutoensurethat

Ntsikadoesnotgettoherfirst.

Jongile:Iwillmakesureshe'sinyourchamber,

myprince(Isuddenlyheardanoiseatthedoor)

Me:Didyouhearthat?(webothlookedatthe



door)

Jongile:Itmustbe,Maqhekeza.Ilefthim

standingoutsideoftheentrance.

Me:MakesurethatNdoniyamanziisinmy

chambertonight.Thisisanorderfromthe

Queenherselfandifyoufailagaintherewillbe

trouble.

Jongile:Iwillnotfail,myprince.Willthatbe

all? 

Me:AlsodonotmentiontheQueen's

involvementinthis.Areweclear?

Jongile:Ascristal,yourhighness. 

Me:Youmaygo.

.

Shestoodandsheleft.Isatandalreadyhad

fantasiesaboutNdoni.Iwilldothingswithher

sheneverthoughtpossibleandshe'llkeepon

willinglycomingbacklikealltheothermaidens

I'vehadasbedroommaids. 



.

.

#Ndoni

I'mdoingmydutieswithaheavyheartthis

sunrise.Icriedmyselftosleeplastnight,my

poorpillowhadtosoakupalltheeffectsofmy

brokenheart.WhywouldtheQueenthinkthata

princeisinlovewithaservant!Howcouldshe

insultafuturekinglikethat?PrinceNtsikahas

shownmekindnessbecauseheisakindman

notbecauseImakehisheartsing.Iwillhaveto

stayawayfromhim.Idonotwanttobeburntto

death.ImighthaveShibaandalsobegoodat

mixingnaturalremediesbutI'mnowitch.Iwas

scrubbingthefloorwhenVelilecametotellme

something.

.

Veli:Ndoni,youareorderedtotheeldest

Prince'schamber.



Me:Thatcannotbepossible,Veli.Youarein

chargeofthedutiesthere.

Veli:TheprincehimselfgavetheorderandIdid

notquestionit. 

Me:I'mnotevenhalfwayfinishwiththe

scrubbing.YouknowhowJongilegetswhenwe

don'tfinishintime.

Veli:I'lltakeoverthedutieshere.Yougodo

mineinthePrince'schamber.Herequested

cleanbeddingandwashingclothes.Goget

thoseandleaveforhischamberbeforeyouput

usbothintrouble.

Me:I'llgonow,Veli.I'dbeheartbrokenifyougot

apunishmentbecauseofme.

.

Ileftinahurrytogetcleanbeddingforthe

princeandwashingcloths.Ihurriedtohis

chambertoavoidgettingintotrouble.Hemust

lovethewayIclean.Ienteredandstartedwith



thebed.Itookthedirtybeddingoffandoutitin

agrassbucket.Iheardthedoorshut,Ilooked

backanditwasPrinceNtsika.Iwasaboutto

bowwhenhestoppedme.

.

Ntsika:Donotbow,Ndoni.Yourkneesare

goingtoturnblackfromallthisbowing(he

laughedsoftly)

Me:It'sthewayofthekingdom,yourhighness.

(Ilookeddown)

Ntsika:Wellthispartofthekingdomismy

privateplaceofrestandhereyoushallnotbow.

Me:Ifthat'swhatyouwant,myprince.

Ntsika:Itis,mythanksforthepainremedy.The

painhasgonesinceI'veappliedit.Ihopeyou

donotmind,IgavesometoBantuforahead

pain.

Me:Idonotmind,myprince.Idohopeitwill

helpwarriorBantuwithhisheadpain 



Ntsika:Italreadyhas.Youneedtomakemore

ofthemforwhenwegotowarnexttime. 

Me:Icannotaffordsomuchmint,camphor

blocksandessentialoils,yourhighness.

Ntsika:Writeallthatyouneeddown.I'llmake

surethatitreachesyourchamber.

Me:Myprince,I'drathergodotheworkinthe

field.Idonotwanttobeseenmixingremedies

andbeaccusedofmakingdarkmedicine.

Ntsika:Thefieldisnoplaceforamaiden.You

canmixithereandIwon'ttellanyonebecauseI

knowthatyou'renotawitch.

Me:I'vecollectedwoodinthefieldformany

years,myprince.Noharmhasevercometome.

Ntsika:Thefieldsherearenotthesameas

thoseofthevillages.Iwillnotsendyououtand

riskhavingyougetkilled.Youcanmixhere.

Me:Ihearyou.Ihavetogetonwithmyduties,

myprince.



Ntsika:I'llcontinuetoreadourcurrentbook

whileyouarebusy.Ihadtogatherallmy

powerstoresistthetemptationsofreading

withoutyou. 

Me:I'msureitwasdifficult(Ilaughedsoftly)

Ntsika:Atlast!!Alaughfromthemostbesutiful

maideninallofMhlabaOchumileyo.(didhejust

callmebeautiful?)

Me:Ialwayslaugh,myprince.Ijustmissmy

familyattheorphanagesoIhavenoreasonto

laughoftennow.

Ntsika:WellI'llmakesureItrytomakeyou

laughmore.Ilovethesoundofyourlaugh,it

soothesme.

Me:MayIgoonwithmywork,myprince?

Ntsika:Yes,I'llbehereuntilyoufinish.I'llread

outloudsoyoudon'tsayI'mreadinglies(I

laughedandhesmiled)

Me:IshallneveraccuseaPrinceoflying.Do



keepyourselfoccupiedwiththebookbecauseI

donotlikebeinglookedat.

Ntsika:That'sarealshamebecauseyoulook

beautiful(Iblushed)

Me:Mythanks,myPrince.NowpleasereadsoI

canwork.

Ntsika:Asyouwish,mylady.

.

Iputonhisfreshbeddingandthescentwas

lovely.Hereadandwouldlookupatmeand

smile.Icouldnothelpbutsmileback.Hehas

themostbeautifuldarkskin.Iwentontoclean

hischamberuntilIfinishedandwantedto

excusemyself.

.

Ntsika:Iwillletyouleave,myladybutjustnot

now. 

Me:Jongileis...



Ntsika:Jongileisaworkerinthishouse.Iwill

takecareofher.Nowtellmemoreabout

yourself.

Me:Thereisnothingtotell,myprince.

Ntsika:Okay,thentellmewhyyoulovereading

somuch.

Me:Itallowsmetoescapemyreality,myprince.

WhenIreadaboutrichpeopleIfeellikeI'mone

ofthemandnotjustaservant.

Ntsika:Soyouwanttoberich?

Me:Iwasalreadyrichattheorphanage,my

prince.IsleptwithafullstomachandIwas

loved.Peoplethinkthatbeinginapalacewould

beanimprovementforanorphanlikemebut

it'snot.

Ntsika:Howcome?(helookedatmeintensely

andIlookeddown)

Me:Yes,Ieatthreetimesadayhere,Ihave

decentclothingandsleeponabedbutI'mnot



surroundedbylove.Itmakesmefeelevenmore

disadvantagedthenIwasbackatthe

orphanage.

Ntsika:Yourwordspiercemyheart,Ndoni.I'm

sorrythatyoufeelthatway.Icangetyoutogo

visithome.

Me:I'manewservant,myprince.I'mnotyet

entitledtosuchbenefits. 

Ntsika:OkaythentellmewhatIcandotomake

youfeellessaloneinthisplace.

Me:I'mawomannow,myPrince.Icantake

careofmyself.

Ntsika:Whatdidyoulovedoingwhenyouwere

atthevillage?

Me:Goingintothefieldandenjoythequietness

andhearingthebirdssing.

Ntsika:Whenisyourdayofftheduties?Iknow

eachservantgetsadayoffaweek.Whenis

yours?



Me:Intwodays,myPrince.Whydoyouwantto

knowifImayask?

Ntsika:BecauseIwanttotakeyouintotheroyal

garden.Don'tfear,it'sfarfromtheroyalhouse

andtheotherroyalsmakenouseofit.Igo

theretoreadandwrite.WillyougowithmeifI

promisethatnoharmwillcometoyou?

Me:Iwouldlovetogowithyoubutnoonecan

know,myPrince. 

Ntsika:Noonewillknow,thatisapromiseI

maketoyou.Wecanstartonanewbooktoo.

Me:PrinceNtsika,whyareyoushowingme

suchkindness.Isitbecauseyouwantmeasa

bedroommaid? 

Ntsika:IfIwantedyouassuchIwouldnotgo

throughallthetrouble,Ndoni.AllI'dhavetodo

istoorderyoutotakeyourclothesoff,lieon

thebedandhavemywaywithyou.Ijustlove

talkingwithyouandreadingwithyou.Ihavenot

metanyonewhohasasmuchinterestin



readinglikeIdo,you'rethefirst.

Me:Idonotgethowpeoplecanhatereading

(helaughedsoftly)

Ntsika:Idonotunderstandthateither,mylady.

Iwillmakeaplantogetusoutofheretothe

gardenwithoutanyoneseeing. 

Me:Ilookforwardtoit,myPrince.Inowreally

mustgo.

Ntsika:Youmaygo,mylady.

.

Itookthebasketwiththedirtybeddingand

clothesandtookittothelaundryservants.I

mademywaybacktomyotherdutiesforthe

day.Hourspasseduntilitwassunset.We

clearedandgotthethingsreadyforwhenwe

wakeupatsunset.ZiphoandIwenttoour

chamber.Wetookouruniformoffandgotinto

oursleepragsandgotintothecovers.

.



Zipho:Ndoni,didthePrincedefloweryou?

Me:Idonotwanttospeakofit,Zipho.

Zipho:Iunderstand,sister.Itisnoteasytotalk

aboutitafterithashappened.Donotworry,you

willnotgetpregnant.

Me:Haveyoueverbeeninlove,Zipho?

Zipho:I'minloveaswespeak,Ndoni.Withone

ofthechiefwarriors,Bantu(sheblushed)

Me:Thenwhydon'tyoutellhim?

Zipho:Areyoucrazy,sister?Amaidendoesnot

gotothegentleman.Hemustapproachfirst(I

laughed)

Me:Soyoudonothavefantasiesofmarryinga

prince?

Zipho:No,Ipreferwarriors.Iwantthereal

strongmen.Youseethemaidenwhowillhave

PrinceNtsikawillhaveboth,astrongwarrior

andaprincebutIknowbetterthentofallinlove

withhim.Hedoesnotgiveattentiontoservants.



Notevenasbedroommaids.Youmustbe

somethingspecialforhimtoaskyoutospend

thenight.

Me:HowwillyoumarrythiswarriorBantuwhen

hedoesnotevenknowwhat'sinyourheart?

Zipho:Idonotknow,Ndoni.I'llstareathimuntil

hemarriesme(webothlaughed)

Me:Thatsoundssilly.

Zipho:IknowbutIcannotthinkofanything

else.Haveyoueverbeeninlove?

Me:No,Idonothavetimeforlove.Goodnight,

Zipho.I'llseeyouatsunrise.

Zipho:Sleepwell,Ndoni.

.

IcouldnottellZiphothatthePrincedidnot

touchme.Shehasabigmouthanditmight

reachtheearsoftheQueen.Ifshehearsthat

hersonhasnottouchedmethenshewillbe

evenmoreconvincedofthisnonexistentlove



shethinksPrinceNtsikahasforme.Icould

hearZiphosnoresoftlyalready.Idecidedto

quietmymindandstopthinking.Icouldfeelmy

bodygiveintothesweetslumberwhen

someone'sstronghandcoveredmymouth.The

strengthandsizeofthehandindicatesit'sa

man. 

.

Him:Ifyouscreamordoanything,I'llbreakyour

neck.Doyouhearme?

Me:Yes(Itriedtoscreambutheputhishand

onmymouthagain)

.

ThemancarriedmeeasilyoffmybedandI

triedtomakeasoundbutZiphowasfastsleep.

Idecidedtostopfightingbecausethiswasa

strongmanandthechancesofgettingoutof

hisgriparezero.Tearsfelldownmycheeks

andontothehandovermymouth.I'mcrying

outoffearbutalsooutofhopethatthisman



whoeverheisisgoingtopitymeandletmego.

AsackwasputovermyheadsoIdon'tseebutI

couldbreathproperly.Mytearsclearlymean

nothingtomycapturerashecarriedmeinhis

arms.HowIwishIwasnowattheorphanage,

safefromtheworldbuttherealityisI'mnot.I'm

nowatthemercyofthisman.Shibaalsonot

hearingmysilentcry.I'mleftallalone!

#NOSI
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#Ndoni

TheareaarounduswasquietandallIcould

hearwasthefootstepsofthemanwhowas

carryingme.I'msurethattonightismylast

nightalive.Iheardadooropenandcloseonce



again.Themancarryingmespoke.

.

Him:Heresheis,myPrince. 

.

I'msurethathewasaddressingLizwi.He

clearlystillwantstopunishmeforgoingwith

Ntsikatheothernight.Themanputmeonwhat

feltlikeasoftmattressandIstarttomove

aroundtryingtofightbutheheldmedown

tightly.

.

Voice:Calm,mylady.It'sonlyme(hetookoff

thesack)

Me:PrinceNtsika!Whywouldyoudothis?(I

startedtocry)

Ntsika:Youmayleavenow,Bantu.Thankyou

foreverything,brother.

Bantu:I'llseeyouatsunrise,myPrince.(heleft



andNtsikalockedthedoor)

Ntsika:Myapologiesfordoingthistoyou,

Ndoni.Itwasnotmyintentiontofrightenyou. 

Me:WhatshallIdoforyou,myPrince?(Isaid

softly)

Ntsika:Nothing,mylady.Onlyspendthenight

asyouhavebefore. 

Me:Youhadmecapturedfrommychambers

onlytomakemecomeandspendthenightin

yours?(Isaidtearsstillflowing)

Ntsika:Pleasedonotcry,Ndoni.Bantuheard

LizwiandJongilespeakaboutyouanditwas

notakindconversation.

Me:Whatwasitabout,ifyoudon'tmindme

asking?

Ntsika:ItsoundsasifLizwiwantstodeflower

you.IsentforBantutogetyoufirstbefore

Maqhekezagetstoyou.

Me:MyPrince,Idon'tmeantosoundungrateful



butwhydoyoucareifI'mpureorimpure?

Ntsika:I'mjusttiredofseeingmybrothertreat

servantslikenothing. 

Me:Heisaprince.Hehasarightto.Doeshe

not?

Ntsika:Unfortunatelyhedoes.

.

Isatonhisbedcryinglikesomeonewhois

abouttobetakentoaslaughterhouse.Iam

stillinshock,thewayhehadmetakenterrified

mebuthealsosavedmefromforceful

bedroomdealingswithhisbrother.Thispurity

isclearlynotgood. 

.

Me:Myprince,MayIpleaseaskyousomething.

Ntsika:Ask,mylady.

Me:Couldyoupleasedeflowerme?(helooked

shocked)



Ntsika:Pardon?

Me:Makemeawoman.Thispuritythingis

clearlyacurseandIdonotwantanyofit

anymore.Pleasehaveme.

Ntsika:Beingpureisabeautifulthing,Ndoni.It

isnotacurse,thecurseisthemenwhothink

theyhaverighttotakeamaiden'spurity.(he

stoodinfrontofme)

Me:Pleasehavemeasyours,myprince.I'd

ratherbedefloweredbyamanwhohasshown

mekindnessthenamanwhoseesmeas

nothing.

Ntsika:Ndoniyamanzi(hesaidsoftly)

Me:Youneednotromanceme,myprince.You

neednotkissmeasyouwouldaloverbut

pleaseridmeofthiscurse.

Ntsika:Youdonotunderstand,mylady.Ido

wanttokissyou,romanceyouandmakeloveto

you.Iloveyou,mylady.IfI'mgoingtohavethe



honourofdefloweringyou,I'dlikeforittonot

beforced.

Me:Yousaidyouloveme?Howcanaprincebe

inlovewithaservant?

Ntsika:Idoloveyou,Ndoni.Aprinceisableto

loveaservantbecausehishearthaschosenher.

ItitsomethingIdonothavecontrolover.

Me:Thendeflowermetonight,please.

Ntsika:IriskhavingyouhatemebysuriseifI

dothat,Ndoni.Thereasonwhyyouwantthis

arewrong.

Me:WouldyouratherprinceLizwidoesit,your

highness?(hisjawclenched)

Ntsika:ThatwouldbethedayIthinkmybrother

wouldknowmyrealrage.

Me:ThenIbegyou,myprince.Makemeyours

tonight.

.



Iwalkedtohimandlookedathimstraightinthe

eyes,somethingI'veneverdonebefore.He

bowedhisheadtoreachmylevelandhekissed

me.Myfirstkiss!Howsofthislipsareandhow

goodhesmells.Thekisscausedabitof

discomfortbecauseIdonotknowhowtobut

Ntsikatooktheleadandshowedme.Ikissed

himandmybodyfeltsomethingthatIcan't

evendescribe.

.

.

#Ntsika:

IstoodinamomentofwhatIcanonlydescribe

asmagical.Thepuremaidenthatmyhearthas

chosenwantsmetodeflowerher.Herlipsso

tenderthat"mkhonto"(mymanhood)reacted

immediately.Iliftedheroffherfeetallwhile

lookingather.Shehasneverlookedatmethis

longbefore.Icouldseethemixoffearand

desireinhereyes.Iputheronmybedandlifted



herdress.Revealingherbeautifulbreasts.I

kissedthemandshemoaned,myhand

travelledtohertemplebutIfeltherbodygo

tenseandIknewshewasnotready.Idesireher

butIdonotwantherfirsttimetoberushed.I'll

justhavetomakesureIcontinuetokeepher

awayfromLizwi.Istoppedandlookedather,

tearsthreateninghereyes.

.

Me:Letthetearsfallsoyoucanseemeclearly,

Ndoni.(shedidhertearsfellandIwipedthem

off)

Ndoni:Whydidyoustop,myprince?

Me:Ihavestoppedbecausemyladyisnot

ready.

Ndoni:Iam,yourhighness.

Me:Youaretryingtoconvinceyourselfbutyou

can'tlietomenortoyourself.

Ndoni:AmInotdesirable,myprince?AsI've



saidyouneednottoromanceme.

Me:Idesireyousomuchthatyourtouchhas

mademyentirebodyfeellikesit'sonfirebutin

agoodway.AsI'vesaid,Idowanttoromance

youbutjustnottonight.I'llmakesureLizwi

doesnotcomenearyou.

Ndoni:No,nodon'tdothat(shestartedtocry)

Me:Whynot?

Ndoni:Ican'ttellyou,prince.

Me:Pleasetalktome,Ndoni.Myheart

becomespainedwhenIseeyoushedtears.

Ndoni:Idonotwanttobekilled,MyPrince.The

QueenhastoldmethatImuststayawayfrom

you.(Ifeltmybloodbegintoboilinanger)

Me:TheQueenmightbemymotherbutshe

doesnotcontrolwhoIdoanddon'tsee.Noone

isgoingtokillyou,Ndoni.Havefaithinyour

Prince'sabilitiestoprotectyou.

Ndoni:Ihavetoheadbacktomychamber.



Me:AndhaveMaqhekezacaptureyouthe

secondyouenter?Sleephere,wewillhavethe

samesleepingarrangementasbefore.

Ndoni:Youcanhavethebed,myprince.Please

Iinsist.

Me:Ifyouinsistthatmuchthenweshallshare

thebed.Itisbigenoughforthebothofus. 

Ndoni:Idon'tmindthechair,myprince.

Me:Ndoni,you'veseenmynakednessandI

havealsojustseenyours.Sharingabed

innocentlywillnotbetoomuchforus. 

Ndoni:Iloveyoutoo(shesaidinalowwhisper)

Me:Whatwasthat?

Ndoni:Iloveyoutoo,myprince.(Ismiled)

Ntsika:WoulditbetoomuchifIaskedyouto

justcallmeNtsika,mylady?

Ndoni:Itistoomuchtoask,yourhighness(I

laughed)



Me:MayIkissyouagain?(sheblushed)

Ndoni:Youmay,myprince.

.

Ileanedforwardtokissherinnocently.Iplanted

softkissedonherneckandItookinher

lavenderscent.Herbreathingbecamemore

urgent.

.

Me:Youlooksobeautiful,myNdoniyamanzi.

Ndoni:Nopersonhastoldmethat,myprince.

Thankyou.

Me:LetusgetunderthecoversbecauseIknow

youriseearly. 

Ndoni:MyPrince,whatisthisbetweenus?

Me:WewillfigureitalloutwhenItakeyouto

thegarden.Bothofuswillbemorerelaxedand

wecanhaveagoodconversationaboutit.

Ndoni:Iknowthatyouaretowedaprincess



soon.Iknowthatwecan'tbetogether,my

prince.

Me:Allofwhichwewilltalkaboutwhenweare

outsideofthesewalls.Wouldyoulikeforusto

continuewiththebook?

Ndoni:Yesbutyouhavetoread.(Ilaughed)

Me:Ireadearlieron,it'syourturn.

Ndoni:Youofferedtoreadtome,myprince.I

didnotaskyouto.

Me:Unfair,mylady.(webothlaughed)

Ndoni:I'llreadalldayonourouting.Ipromise.

Me:Thenlshallreadthen.Letmegogetthe

book. 

.

Istoodandwenttolookforthebook.Wegot

underthecoversandIstartedtoread.Hereyes

neverleavingmyface.I'doccasionallylookup

tosmileatherandshewouldblush.Ifonlyshe



knewhowmuchIdesireherbutI'llwaitforher

togiveherselftomefortherightreasons.Her

nakednessislookedsobeautifulandfeltso

warmearlieron.ShefellasleepandIstopped

reading.Ilookedatherwhileinapeaceful

slumber.Shelookssobeautiful. 

.

.

#Lizwi:

AngerdoesnotbegintodescribewhatI'm

feelingrightnow.IcalledforJongileand

Maqhekeza.Theyneedtoexplainwhymypure

maidenwasnotinmychambers.Theyentered

andbowed.

.

Me:YoutwobetterexplainyourselvesorI'll

haveyoubotheatbrokenglass(Ishouted)

Jongile:IdonotknowwhereNdoniis,my

prince.



Me:Areyouhidingthewhorefromme,Jongile?

(Iliftedherupbyherarmforcefully)

Jongile:Iwouldneverdoanythingthatwill

angeryou,myprince.Ndoniexchangedduties

withanotherservantbutnooneknewwhere

shewasdoingherduties.

Me:ShouldItelltheQueenthatyouarefailing

atyourduty?

Jongile:No,yourhighness.

Me:Thenhowdoyounotknowwhereyour

servantsare? 

Jongile:Myapologise,yourhighness(Islapped

her)

Me:TheQueenwillhearofyourcarelessness.

Leavemychamber,servant. 

Jongile:Yes,myprince(sheheldhercheekand

left)

Me:Whatkindofguardareyou,Maqhekeza?

DidInotsayyouhavetobeonthelookoutfor



Ntsika?

Him:SheisnotwiththePrince.Iwouldhave

seenherenter,myprince. 

Me:You'reafailure!Youcan'tdoastupidtask.

GonowbeforeIcutyourface. 

Him:Myapologies,myprince.

.

Hestood,Ithrewtheglassathimanditbroke

onhisback.I'msurroundedbyfools!Iclearly

havetodothismyselfnexttime.IfMaqhekeza

didnotseehergotoNtsikathenwherecould

shebe?IwasinmythoughtswhentheQueen

walkedin.

.

Mother:Tellmeitisdone.

Me:Itisdone,myQueen.(shelaughed)

Mother:I'mproudofyou,myson.Iknewthis

wouldnotbeadifficulttaskforyou.



Me:IdowhatIhaveto,toplease,myQueen.

Mother:Iseethebrokenglassattheentrance.

Thewhoremusthaveputupafight.

Me:Yesbutshefailed. 

Mother:I'llhavehersummoned.Iwanttosee

thebrokennessinhereyes.(Ipanicked)

Me:Youwon'tfindherinherchamber,mother.

Jongilesaidsheranourintotheopenfieldafter

leavinghere.

Mother:GoodIhopethewitchgetseatenupby

wildanimalssonothingisleftofher.

Me:Shemightbeback,Mother.

Mother:Thenmakesurethatthenewsofher

disgracereachesNtsikasomehow.Iwanthim

tolookatherwithpuredisgustatsunrise.He

willfinallyseewhatapieceofrottenwalking

meatsheis. 

Me:I'llmakesureitreachesmybrother.Now

don'tworryaboutthis.I'lldealwithitfromnow.



Goandbetheelegant,gracefulQueenthatyou

alwaysareanddon'tworryaboutmattersIhave

undercontrol.

Mother:Youwarmmyheart,myprince.Youare

indeedafruitfrommywomb.Iloveyou.

Me:AndIyou,Mother.Nowgotothemain

chamberandrest.

Mother:I'llrestsoundlynowthatIknowthat

whorehasnopoweroverthefutureking.You

knowjusthowtomakeaQueensmile.Sweet

slumber,I'llcallJongiletosweepthebroken

glass.

Me:Mythanks,myQueen.

.

IwatchedastheQueenwalkedoutin

happiness.Icouldnottellherthetruthorshe

wouldcallmeafailure.Ifailedatbringinga

weakmaidentomychambers.Jongilearrived

andsweptthefloor.Itoldhertonottellthe



Queenaboutthetruesituation,infactI

threatenedhertokeephermouthshutorI'll

havehertonguecutout.Wherecouldthis

servanthavegoneto?Onlywitchesareoutat

thisour!Perhapsshehasfoundherselfaman

amongstthemaleservantsanditspendingthe

night.I'mfumingwithangerandevenpunched

thewalluntilmyfistgotswollen.Ihatenot

gettingmywayandthismaidenisgoingtopay

dearlyformakingmeangry.Iwillhavehereven

ifshe'simpurewhethershelikesitornot.I

dranktheentirebottleofbrandyanditmakeme

fallasleep.

#Nosi
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#Ndoni

ThedaythatI'llgowithPrinceNtsikatogarden

hasarrived.IhavethedaytodoasIwant.Ifthe

orphanagewasnearI'dgovisitbutit'snot.

Jongilenowlooksatmewitheyesofpurehate.

I'mgratefultothePrinceforsavingmebuthow

longwillthatlast.Iaminlovewithafutureking.

Imustbethemoststupidservantinallthe

Africankingdoms.IwaswithZipho.

.

Zipho:Whereareyougoingtospendyourday

offduty?

Me:Iwillgotothemarketandjustadmirethe

crafts.

Zipho:Gowiththeotherservantgirlswhoare

offduty.Theywillshowyouwhattoreallydo

withyourdayoff. 

Me:I'drathergoalone.Iseemyfellowservants

everyday. 



Zipho:Ihearyou.Ndonitheothermaidenswant

toknowwhatyoudosogood?

Me:Idonotunderstand.

Zipho:PrinceNtsikacalledforyouagain.Teach

uswhatyoudodifferentinthecovers.(I

laughes)

Me:Iamjustmyself,Zipho.

Zipho:Youarelucky.Theotherservantswait

everydayatsunsetthinkingthattheywillbe

calledbythefutureking.

Me:Maybeheshallcallforthemoncehegrows

tiredofmypresence.

Zipho:WearthatdresswiththeflowersIgave

you.Itsuitsyoubeautifully.Youmightevenfind

awarriorwhowillcarryyouinhisstrongarms

atthemarket(webothlaughed)

Me:Youandwarriors!I'msureyouhave

fantasiesaboutbeingcarriedbywarriors.

Zipho:Onlybyonewarrior.



Jongil:Ndoni,princeLizwiwantstoseeyouat

once.

Zipho:Butsenior,haveyounottoldtheprince

thatNdoniisoffdutytoday.Iwillgoandlisten

towhatheneeds.

Jongile:Youshalldonosuchthing,bigmouth.

Haveyoueverseenaservantdenyaprince

whathewants?Ihavenochoicebuttoagree.

Me:I'llgo,senior.

Jongile:Youwillfindthemontheeastwingof

thepalaceclosetothecowkraal.

Zipho:No,seniorthatisfarandtheplaceis

muddy.Ndoniisdressedinhermostdecent

clothestogotothemarkettoenjoyherdayoff

duty.(sheslappedZipho)

Me:Ziphokeepquiet,sister.I'llgo.

Zipho:Allthenewmaidshavehadtheirdayoff

dutyandwerenotdisturbed,Ndoni.Whyshall

younotenjoythat?(shegotslappedagain)



Jongile:Youwatchyourbigmouth.Ndonido

notkeeptheprincewaiting.

Me:I'llleavenow,senior.(sheleft)

Zipho:Bloodyevilwitch.Howcantheynotallow

youtogooutwhenyouareinfullright?

Me:Calmnow,Zipho.I'llgoandlisten.

.

IembracedherandIleft.Imademywaytothe

areaJongilementioned.Shewasright,itistruly

muddyandI'vegotonalightcoloureddress.I

sawprinceLizwiandIhadtobowinthemud.

.

Me:Youcalled,myprince.

Lizwi:Rise,servant.(Istood)

Me:Thankyou,myprince.

Lizwi:Youlookdecenttoday.IfIdidnotknow

anybetterI'dsayyouarethedaughterofarich

man.



Me:Theseareoldrags,myprince.

Lizwi:Wherewereyoutheothernight,servant?

Me:Idonotknowwhichnightyouspeakof,my

Prince.

Lizwi:Maqhekeza,tellherwhatwillhappenif

shechoosestoplaythedumbfool.

Maqhekeza:Ihitthepeoplewholietothe

prince.Itisinyourbestinterestthatyoutellthe

Princethetruth.

Lizwi:Nowservant,I'maskyouagain.Where

wereyou?!

Me:Iwasinmychambersleeping,myPrince.

.

IfeltMaqhekezahitmehardonmyback.So

heardthattheblowsoundedlikethebeatofa

loudAfricandrum.

.

Lizwi:Doyoulikewhatmyfriendisdoing,



servant? 

Me:No,myprince.Idonotlikeit.

Lizwi:Thenspeakthetruth,whore.Whichmale

servantdidyougoofferyourselfto?

Me:Idonotknowwhatyouaretalkingabout,

yourhighness.

Lizwi:Maqhekeza!

.

Maqhekezacontinuedtohitmybodyuntilmy

tearscouldnolongerconeout.Theyonlyhitmy

frontandbackmostbutavoidedmyfaceand

legs.Ikneltdowntakingonthepunishment.I

didnotcryandIstoppedbegging.Myheartfelt

heavywithpain.AllIwantedwastoenjoymy

dayoffdutytoday.Hefinallyorderedhisguard

tostop.

.

Lizwi:NexttimeIcallyouintomychamberyou

willcomerunning.Isthatunderstood,servant?



(Ikeptquiet)

Maqhekeza:Dareyounotansweryourprince?(I

keptquiet)

Lizwi:Afeistywhoreisevenbetter.Youhave

justmademewantyoumore.(Ilookedathim)

Maqhekeza:Royaltyisnotbelookedatbya

servant(heslappedme)

Lizwi:Youmayleave,whore.I'llcomeforyou

whenIwant.

.

Istoodupfromthecowdungfilledmud.Iwas

inpainandnottomentionfilthy.Iwalkedslowly

andIwasangryattheworld. 

.

Me:Youpromisedtoprotectme,Shiba.(tears

rolledfrommycheek)

.

ShedidnotreplyandIfeltmorepained.The



otherkingdomservantsstaredatmeasI

walkedpass.Someevenlaughingatmy

dirtiness.Ziphosawmeapproachandranto

me.

.

Zipho:Ndoniwhathappened?

Me:Pleasetakemetoourchamber,Zipho.

Zipho:Whatdidthatcruelprincedotoyou?

ComeI'lltakeyou(sheheldme)

Me:Ouch!Donottouchmeplease.Justwalk

withme.

Zipho:Theybeatyou?(shestartedtocry)

.

WereachedourchamberandZiphowenttoget

warmwaterandacloth.Itookoffthedressand

Ziphowalkedinandcried.

.

Zipho:OhZipho!Whathavethosebastardsdo



toyou?

Me:Itlooksbadbutitisnot.

Zipho:Youhaveredstripesalloveryourupper

body.Donottellmeitisnothing.Youlooklikea

Zebra.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Givemethewatersoyoucouldgobackto

yourwork.

Zipho:Nonsense!ComeI'llsoothyourbruises.

Luckilynonofthemarebleeding.Youwillhave

todelayyourvisittothemarketuntilyouareoff

dutyonceagain.

Me:Iwillgotothemarket,Zipho.Ihave

importantmatterstodealwith.

Zipho:ButNdo...

Me:NobutsZipho(Icuthershort)

.

Shehelpedmecleanupandappliedmypain

remedyonthe"zebra"bruises.Iworeanother



dress,itisnotasbeautifulasthefirstbutitwill

do.Ithankedherandtoldhertogotowork.

BantuknockedandIstoodslowly.

.

Bantu:Ndonitheprinceisatthegardenalready.

Ihavecomeforyoudearmaiden.

Me:Iamready,warrior.

Bantu:Whathavetheydonetoyou?

Me:Pardon,warrior?

Bantu:Ziphotoldmethattheyoungerprince

wantedtoseeyouandnowyouwalklikean

injuredwoman. 

Me:I'drathernotspeakaboutit,warrior.I'd

appreciateitifthisneverreachestheearsof

PrinceNtsika.Shallwegonow,warrior?

Bantu:Ntsikanowsinjuredpeoplewhenhe

seesthem.Ifyouwanttohidethefactthathis

brotherhurtyouthenyoubetterwalkproperly.

Letusgo,youngmaiden.



.

Iwalkedtotheareawherethehorsecarwas.

Bantuhelpedmeinandheorderedthehorses

toride.Isatstillinmuchpain.I'llhavetoact

normalwhenImeettheprince.Wearrivedat

thegardenandBantuhelpedmein.Itlookedso

beautiful.Flowerseverywhere,ofdifferentkind.

IsawthePrincelookinghandsomeinroyal

attire.Hestoodandpickedaflower.Iwalkedto

himasnormalasIcan.Eachstepcamewitha

sharpsting.Ifakedasmilewhilewalkingtohim.

Hopingthathewillnotnoticethatmybodyis

weakduetothewoundstheysufferfrom.

.

.

#Ntsika

MyNdoniwalkedtomeandshelooked

different.Alltheworkshedoesinthepalace

mustnowbetoomuchforherbody.I'llneedto

gethermoredaysoff.Imetherhalfwayand



kissedhersoftcheek.

.

Me:Mylady.

Ndoni:Greetings,myprince.Myapologiesfor

notbowing.

Me:Iactuallylikedthatyoudidnotbow.ComeI

havepreparedfoodforyou.

Ndoni:Iamnothungry,myprince.

Me:Thenjustcomeandsitwithme.

Ndoni:Thegardenissobeautiful,myprince.So

manyflowers.

Me:Notasingleoftheseflowersareas

beautifulasyou.

Ndoni:Mythanks,myprince.

Me:Comesitandatleasthaveginger.

Ndoni:Isthisnotfoodonlymeantforroyalty

myprince?



Me:Wellyouwillbeeatingwithmesoitisokay.

Ndoni:CanIpleasehavesomeforwarrior

Bantu?Itwillberudetohaveallthisfoodwhen

heisnot.(Ismiled)

Me:Doasyouwish,mylady.

.

IwatchedassheslowlygotfoodforBantu.No

maidenI'vemethasevercaredabouthis

existenceandI'mnotjealousbecauseIknowit

isherkindheartthatmakesherdothis,not

feelingsforBantu.Shetriedtorisebutfellback

andthefoodinherhandfelltoground.Icaught

herjustintime.

.

Me:Mylady,whatisthematter?

Bantu:Let'sheadbacktothemainland,my

prince.

Ndoni:I'mfine,myprince.I'msorryforspilling

yourfood.



Me:Idonotcareforfood,Ndoni.Areyounot

well?(shelookedatBantu)

Ndoni:I'mwell,yourhighness.I'llgetmorefood.

Bantu:Donotrise,mylady.Justcallmeto

comegetit 

.

Shesatbackontheblanket.Iwatchedasshe

putfoodonaclothforBantuonceagain.He

cametogetitandleftus.

.

Me:Ndoniwhatisthematter?

Ndoni:Nothing,myprince.Itissohotinhere.

Me:Idonotfeelthatheat(shewassweating)

Ndoni:Itmustbemethen.(Iputmyhandon

herforehead)

Me:Ndoni,youarehot.

Ndoni:Ijustneedtoriseandwalkaround.



.

Sheroseandwalkedabout.Thenwithout

warningmyladyfelltotheground.Iwastofar

fromhertocatchher.Irantoherside,shefelt

hotbutherbodywasshivering.

.

Me:Bantu!(Ishoutedout)

Bantu:Whatisthematter?

Me:Helpmegetherbacktothemainland.

Bantu:I'lltakehermyprince.Youcan'tbeseen

carryingaservantinpublic.

Me:Whathappened,Bantu?Ifyoudarelieto

metherewillbehelltopay!!

Bantu:Shewassummonedbytheyounger

prince.Shecamebackweak,myprince.

Me:Lookaway!(Iwasfuming)

.

HeturnedhisbackatusandIliftedherdress



up.Shehadredandbluestripesalloverher

body.Whatdidthatmonsterdotoher?Imade

herproperagain.

.

Me:Takehertothemainlandatonce.I'lldeal

withmybrother.

Bantu:I'llmakesureshegetshelp,myprince.

.

Hepickedupherpetitebodystillshaking.Ihad

towaitbeforefollowing.AftersometimeIrode

onmyhorsetothemainland.Mybrotherwill

knowjusthowmuchIhatehimrightnow'I've

gotsomuchangerandpaininmethatI'm

capableofanything,evenkilling!Igottothe

palaceanddidnoteventiemyhorse.Iran

insideandwentstraighttoLizwi'schamber.It

wasemptyandIshoutedinanger.Isearched

theentirepalaceandhadthegroundssearched

butheisnothere.IsatdownandcriedwhenI

thoughtabouthowherbodylooks.Howcould



he?Isatandwaitedbuthedidnotarrive.Iwent

toNdoni'schamberandfoundherlyingonher

sidewithjustacoveroverherbody.

.

Zipho:I'vemanagedtolowerherfewer,my

prince.

Me:Mythanks.Ndoni,canyouhearme?(she

keptquietandlookedatme)

Zipho:Shehasbruisesonallsides,myprince.

Shecan'tfindtheperfectpositiontolieon

becauseallaresore.Donotbeoffendedifshe

doesnotrespondtoyou.She'sinalotofpain.

Me:Iloveyou,Ndoniyamanzi(Iwhisperedinher

earandhertearscamebutshestilldidnot

speak)

Bantu:Wewillreturnatsunrise,Zipho.

Zipho:I'lllookafterherwarrior.

Me:I'llseeyoubeforesunrise.I'llmakehimpay

forthis,mylady. 



.

IstoodandBantuandIleftherchamber.My

heartisbleeding.Shecouldnotevenrespondto

me.I'vefailedherrightafterIpromisedto

protecther.IlookedforLizwionceagain,not

evenhisguardhadbeenseen.Iwenttomy

chambersandIcan'tevensleep.HowwillI

sleepwhenmyloveisinpain?

#Nosi
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#Ntsika

Itossedandturnedallnightlong.Ittookgreat

strengthtoresisttheurgeofgoingtoNdoni's

chamber.IgotreadyandIdressedinmyroyal

attirebecauseIhaveroyalbusinesstoattendto.

I'vecalmedsincelastnightbutIwillstillmake



mybrotherandhisguardfeelthesamepain

theyletmyladyfeel.Therewasaknockonthe

door.

.

Me:Enter!(IshoutedandBantuwalkedin)

Bantu:Howdidyousleep,myprince?(hewas

abouttobow)

Me:Donotbotherbowing,mybrother.Ididnot

sleepwell,warrior.

Bantu:ThenIcomewithgoodnews,fellow

warrior.I'vespentallnighttryingtofindthe

locationofyourbrotherandhisguard.I

managedtofindMaqhekeza,brother.

Me:AndwhataboutLizwi?

Bantu:Ihavefailedinthetaskoffindingthe

prince,yourhighness.Myapologies.

Me:MaqhekezawillleadustoLizwi,brother.

YouhavedonewellandIgivemythankstoyou

(weshookhands)



Bantu:ShallIteachhimalesson,myprince?

Me:Gethimtowheretheyhurtmylady.Iwill

takecareofhim.

Bantu:Youarewearingoneofyourroyalattires,

myprince.Idosuggestyouridyourselfofthem.

Me:GoandgetMaqhekezatowhereI

requested.Ihavemanyroyalattires.Thedirtof

oneisnottheendoftheworld.

Bantu:I'llgoatonce.

.

HegotoutandIknewIwouldnothavetimeto

change.Iwantedtogetthelocationofwhere

thecowardishiding.Bantusentforaservantto

tellmethattheyhaveMaqhekezawhereIwant

him.Ileftatonceandinahurry.Ifoundhimon

hiskneesinthemud.Theplacewheretheyhurt

myNdoni.IwalkedtostandnexttoBantu.

.

Maqhekeza:Yourhighness.



Me:Rise,Maqhekeza.

Him:Mythanks,myprince.Youcalledforme.

WhatmayIdoforyou?

Me:Fightme.

Him:Pardon.

Me:Fightme!Iwanttoseeifyouarecapableof

hittingawarrior. 

Him:I'drathernot,myprince.Theseareroyal

grounds.Thekingwillhavemekilledifit

reacheshisears.

Me:Useyourimagination,it'sonlythethreeof

ushereandIknowwarriorBantuisnotaman

whogossips.Nowimagineyouareinthefield

withacommoner. 

Him:Myprince,Idon't... 

Me:It'sanorder!(Ishouted)

Bantu:You'lldoastheprinceordersifyouknow

whatitbestforyou.Nowstandandfightthe



warrior.Showusthatyouarenotjustapalace

guardwhohitsonhelplessmaidens.Showus

thatyouareaman.Standandfightasyour

princeordered. 

Me:Holdthisforme,brother.Yousee

MaqhekezaI'mnotlikemybrother.Idonot

haveBantudomydirtywork.Idoitallmyself

andyouareabouttofindoutjustwhatthese

handsarecapableof.

.

IgaveBantutheheavyroyalclothesIworeon

topandstoodwithabarechest.Maqhekeza

threwthefirstpunchbutintomidair.Ipunched

himandheimmediatelyfelldownandbled

fromthenose.Igavehimachancetostand

andIhithimagain.TheangerIhadyesterday

cameback.Icouldsuddenlyseehowhisheavy

handshitthefragilebodyofthewomanthatI

love.IbeathimupandIdidnotwanttostop.

Eventhemudwasnowredwithhisblood.He



criedoutformetostopbutIcouldnotbecause

hedidnotlistentoNdoni'scriesasshebegged

himtostop.IcontinuedandIknewthatI'mable

tokillhimwithmybarehands.

.

Him:MyPrince,pleasestop(hecried)

Me:Didyoustopwhentheyoungmaiden

beggedofyoutostophittingher?(Iputmy

handaroundhisneck)

Him:NobutIwasonlytakingordersfromthe

prince,yourhighness.

Me:WhereisLizwi?(Ishoutedandmygrip

aroundhisnecktightened)

Him:Idonothaveknowledgeofhis

whereabouts,myprince(Iputhisfaceinthe

mud)

Bantu:Telltheprincethetruthifyouwanttobe

alivewhenthesunsets,guard.Rightnowheis

anangrywarriornotyourprinceandyoudonot



wanttoangerhimfurther(hewarned

MaqhekezaandIliftedhisfacesohecould

speak)

Me:WhereisLizwi? 

Him:Heishidingintheguestquarters,my

prince.Notthenewonesbuttheoldones.

Me:IfyoudarelietomeIwillfindyouandIwill

killyou.

Him:Ispeakonlythetruth,myprince.I'velearnt

mylesson,pleaseletmelive(hecriedlikea

littleboy)

Bantu:Ifyoudarelayahandonamaidenagain,

I'llcutyou.I'mawarriorwhoenjoysusinghis

irons.(hepunchedMaqhekeza)

Me:Let'sleavethissavage,brother.Youmay

gotoyourduties,Bantu.Iwilldealwiththe

youngprince.Leavethissavagehere.Heshall

seehowhegetshelp.

Bantu:Asyouwish,myprince.I'llgoputyour



attireintheroyalhouse.

Me:Mythanks.

.

BantuandIpartedwaysleavingMaqhekeza

weepinglikeanewwidow.Heevenwethispant.

Howpathetic!Imademywaytotheguest

quarters.Ifoundalockedoneandnewitisthe

onehe'sinbecausewedonotmakeuseofthe

oldones.Ipushedthedoorwithmybodyuntilit

brokeopen.Hewasindeedhereandinbedwith

twomaidens.Howtypical!

.

Me:Getdressedandleaveus,myladies.

Them:Asyouwish,myprince(theysaid

simultaneously)

Lizwi:Howdareyoudisturbaprivatemoment!

(hestoodandgotdressed)

Me:IcandowhateverthehellIwant.Get

dressedIwantyouintheroyalhouse.



Lizwi:YouarenotmyKing,Ntsika(Ipunched

himandthemaidensranout)

Me:IdonotneedtobeyourKingtodowhatI'm

aboutto.Nowgetdressedyoucoward!(I

shouted)

Lizwi:Howrichofyoutocallmeacoward!You

arewillingtokillyourownbrotherforawhore!.

.

Myangertowardhimroseevenhigherthenthat

Ihadwithhisguard.HewashalfdressedandI

tookhimbythebackoftheneck.Iledhimto

theroyalhouseuntilwegotintothelibrary. 

.

Lizwi:Youjusthumiliatedaprinceinfrontof

servants!!

Me:Whatwillyoudoaboutit?RuntotheQueen

asyouusuallydo.Nowonderyouareweak.

Youhidebehindtheskirtofawoman!

Lizwi:YourwhoredidnotfindmeweakwhenI



hadherbeaten.MaybeIshouldhavehadher

dressedrippedandhadasavagehaveherway

withher!!

.

ThoselastwordsangeredmeandbeforeI

knewitIwasontopofhimandthrowing

punchesathim.Hewasbleedingfromthe

mouthandIdidlethimriseonhisfeet.He

managedtoplaceafirmpunchonmyfacebutI

attackedhiminthepitofhisstomach.He

bowedholdinghisstomach.Iwantedtodo

morebuttheQueenwalkedinandmadeherself

acoverforhim.SheknewI'dneverlayafinger

onher.Noamountofangerwillallowmeto

raisemyhandonsomeoneofthefairersex.

.

Mother:Areyououtofyourmind,Ntsika?You

knowthatyouholdthestrengthofatrained

warrior.Howdareyoulayahandonyour

brother?



Lizwi:Ihadhiswhorebeatenyesterday.Heis

angrybecausethewhoreheisinlovewithis

injured.

Me:Youshallnotrefertoherlikethat!

Mother:Whatshallhecallher?Shouldhecall

herprincess?She'sawhoreandthesooneryou

realiseitthebetter.

Father:Whatisgoingoninhere?(hewalkedin)

Lizwi:Askyoureldest.

Father:Youngprince,whatseemstobethe

matter?Icouldhearyoushoutfromfar.Isthis

thewayaroyalfamilyissupposetobehave?

Me:Myapologiesfordisrespectingthe

kingdom,myKing. 

Father:Whatisthematter?

Mother:Heisdefendingawhore!(Icringed

whentheycallmyNdonithat)

Me:MyKing,Lizwihitamaidenservantandshe



wasnotfoundguiltyofanycrime.Isitnowthe

wayofthekingdomtohithelplessmaidens

whohavedonenothingwrong?

Father:Youdaredtohaveamaidenpunished

fornothing?(helookedatLizwi)

Lizwi:Shewasnotrespectingmyorders,my

king.Isitnotwrongofsservanttogoagainst

theordersofherprince?

Me:ShewentagainstthembecauseIgaveher

newones,myKing.Sheknewaseldestand

nextinlinetothethrownIholdpowerto

overrulehisdecisions.Shouldshethenhave

wentagainsttheordersofherfutureking?

Father:DidLizwiknowthatyouhadgivenher

otherorders?

Me:Heknewverywellfathet.

Father:Thenhowdareyouhitayoungservant

maidenfordoingastherulesofthekingdom

allows,Lizwi?Haveyoueverseenmehitmy



Queen?

Lizwi:No,myKing.

Father:Thenwheredidyoulearnsuchcruel

ways,myprince?

Lizwi:Iknewyou'dtakehisside,Father.When

willyougivemethefavouryougiveNtsika?

Father:Istoppedgivingyouthesamefavour

whenIfoundthatyouareaselfishhuman.

GrowupandbeamanI'lltreatyouassuch.

Ntsikahavearoyalcaretakertendtothe

maidenwehavewronged.

Mother:Sincewhendoroyalcaretakerstendto

servants,myking?

Father:Sinceyoursonwrongedher.Heknows

hehadnorighttotreathersobadlywithout

reason.Iwillnothaveyoungmaidensbeaten

fornothinginmykingdom.Ifhewantsto

changetherulesheismorethenwelcometogo

andbuildhisownkingdom.NowleaveIwantto



speaktoNtsikaalone.

Lizwi:Youhaveaweakfutureking.Ifyoudonot

openyoureyestothatfactyouwillhaveno

kingdomtoboastaboutinfuture(heleft)

Mother:Theprincessiscomingatsunset.Get

ready,Ntsika.

Me:IwillbutifsomethinghappenstoNdoniI'll

knowit'syoumother.

Mother:Sheeventurnedyouagainstyourown

mother.

Father:Igaveanorder,myQueen.

Mother:I'mleaving,myKing.Someonehasto

careforthewoundsyoursongaveLizwi.

.

Shelookedatmeonceandleft.Ilovemy

motherbutI'mnotblindtoherunkindness.I

wishIwasborntoakindQueen.

.



Father:Areyouinlovewiththemaiden,young

prince?

Me:No,father.

Father:Donotlietome.I'mstandingbeforeyou

asyourfatherandnottheking.Onlyamanin

lovedefendsthehonourofamaidenasyou

have.

Me:Iaminlovewithher,father.Iknowit's

forbiddenbutIhavenocontroloverit.

Father:Itgetsworsewhenyoutrytocontrolit.

Beinginloveisnormalbutyouneedto

rememberthatyouhaveadutytothekingdom.

Me:Iknow,Father.Yousoundlikeamanwho

hasexperience.Wereyouonceinthesame

situationasme?

Father:Icannotdenynoragree,youngprince.I

havetogo.Gonowandgetaroyalcaretakerfor

themaiden.

Me:Mythanks,myKing.



.

IlefthimandIwenttochoosethebestformy

Ndoni.IgotacaretakerandIwalkedwithherto

theservantquarters.

.

.

#Ndoni

IdonotknowwhatIwoulddoifZiphowasnot

here.I'mstillinmuchpainbutshesoothesmy

woundswell.Shewoulddoherroyaldutiesand

comebacktoseeme.Iwasangry.Angryat

thosewhodidthis,atShiba,atMamafor

sendingmehereandattheworldatlarge.Zipho

walkedinwithabasintowashmybody.Isat

upsoshecouldgoon

.

Me:Ifeellikeroyaltyrightnow.(weboth

laughed)

Zipho:Howareyoufeeling?



Me:Betterthenyesterday.Allthankstoyou.

Thankyou,Zipho.

Zipho:You'remysister,NdoniandIknowyou'd

dothesameforme.Ithinktheprinceisinlove

withyou.

Me:Don'tbesilly.

Zipho:IknowI'vegotabigmouth,Ndonibut

trustmeIwillkeepthistomyself.HowIwishI

couldturnyouintoaprincess.Thatwayyou

canbewiththemanyouloveanddon'tdenyit.I

seetheloveyoutwoshareinbothyoureyes.

WordhasitMaqhekezawasfoundbeaten.I

knowitistheworkoftheeldestPrince.

Me:IdonotwanttheprincetobeviolentbutI

alsodonotfeelforthatman.Hehashurtme,

Zipho.

Zipho:Iwishtheykilledhim.

Me:No,that'snotagoodwishsister.(thewasa

knockandJongileentered)



Jongile:Ndoni,you'verestedenough.Getup

andgodoyourduties.

Zipho:Areyoublind,senior?Howwillshedo

dutieswhenshecanbarelywalk?

Jongile:Shutup!Ndoni,getup,Iwillnothave

youputmeintroubleagain.

Zipho:No,sitNdoni.Youwillnotgoandwork

onlytocollapsetodeath

Jongile:Havetheroyalsmadeyouthenew

senior?

Zipho:No,seniorbutifyoucarryoflikethis

theymight.

.

ThetwoofthemwentonandonandJongile

wantedtoslapZiphobutZiphoheldherhand

andpushedher.IwishIhadthatmuchcourage.

Anotherknockwasatthedoor.Icoveredmy

nakedbodyandtoldthemtoenter.It'sthe

princewitharoyalcaretaker.ZiphoandJongile



bowedandIslowlygotofthebedtotryanddo

thesamebuthestoppedme.

.

Ntsika:Donotinjureyourselfmore,Ndoni.Not

gettingabowwillnotbetheendofme.Youmy

rise,myladies.(theystood)

Zipho:MyPrince,myheartisheavy.MayIhave

permissiontospeak?

Ntsika:Speak,youngmaiden.

Zipho:ItsaddensmethatNdoniisexpectedto

getupanddodutiesatsuchastate.

Jongile:Wehavelotsofworkbutfewservants,

myprince.

Ntsika:Isbeingillacrimeinthiskingdom,

Jongile?

Jongile:Noitisnot,yourhighness.

Ntsika:ThenyoushallneverbotherNdoniwith

dutiesuntilshefeelsfitenoughtodoso.Please



excuseyourself.

Jongile:Asyouwish,myprince(sheleft)

Zipho:MayIalsogo,myprince.

Ntsika:Yes,youngmaiden.Youmay.

Zipho:I'llcomeagain,Ndoni.

Me:Thankyou,Zipho.(sheleft)

Ntsika:Mylady,Icamewithacaretakertolook

atyourwounds.

Me:It'saroyalcaretaker,myprince.Icannot

accepthercare,I'msorry.

Ntsika:Mylady,pleasetelltheyoungmaiden

whoorderedyouhere.

Her:Thekinghimself.(shesmiled)

Ntsika:Thisishiswayofgivinghisapologies.

YourwerewrongedNdonisopleaseacceptthe

King'sapologiesbyallowinghertolookatyour

woundsandgiveyoumedicine.

Me:Dosendmythankstotheking,your



highness.Idonotfeelworthy.

Ntsika:Youareworthy,mylady.I'llleavenow

soyoucangethelp.

Me:Mythanks(henoddedandclosedthedoor

behindhim)

.

Thecaretakertookouthermedicine.She

lookedatmywoundsandwasimpressedat

howwellZiphotookcareofthem.Sheapplied

medicineanditdidnotsmellbad.Shealso

gavememedicinetodrinkandgavememore

forlater.SheleftandIfellasleep.Ican't

rememberwhenlastIsleptwhilethesunisstill

highinthesky.SunsetcameandNdonicame

togivemefood.Shehelpedmecleanmy

mouthbeforebedandleftagain.Itbecame

darkoutandZiphowasnotbackyetandI

worried.TherewasaknockonthedoorandI

gavepermissiontoenter.Itwastheprinceonce

again.Hecameinandlocked.



.

Me:Myprince,couldyoupleaseaskwarrior

BantutolookforZipho.Shehasnotreturned.

(hesmiled)

Ntsika:She'ssafe.Iaskedhertospendthe

nightinanotherchamber.

Me:Whywouldyoudothat?.

Ntsika:BecauseI'mhopingthatyou'llallowme

tosleepover.(Ilaughed)

Me:Mybedisnotbig.Therewillbenospace

foryou.

Ntsika:I'llcarrythatone,putitclosertoyours

doitcanbelikeone.(Ilaughed)

Me:Aprincedoesnotlieinservantchambers.

Ntsika:LikeI'vesaidbefore,I'vesleptinworse

places.SodoIhavepermissiontospendthe

night?

Me:Yes,youdo.Ican'tpromiseyouagood



nightslumberthough.(hesmiles)

Ntsika:Youwillbebymyside,mylady.I'llhave

thesweetestslumber.

.

Hestoodandtookhisclothingoff.Revealingis

beautifulwarriorbody.HecarriedZipho'sbed

andputitagainstmineandgotonit. 

.

Ntsika:Icamewiththebook.I'llreadforus.

Me:Jongilewillbeupsetwithusifwefinishthe

oilinthelampquickly,myprince.Maybewe

needtosleep.

Ntsika:I'lltakecareofit,Ndoni.Donotworry.

Canwejustfortonightforgetwhatwearein

theworldandjustbetwohumans?

Me:Ifyouwant,myprince.

Ntsika:Ndonipleasesaymyname.

Me:PrinceNtsika(hesmiled)



Ntsika:Nowsayitwithoutthetitle.

Me:Icannot,myprince.

Ntsika:Justthisonce,please.Itwillmakeme

feelclosertoyou. 

Me:Ntsi...myprinceitisdifficult.(hekissedmy

lips)

Ntsika:Ibegyoutotry,Ndoniyamanzi.

Me:UhmNtsika(hesmiledandIlookeddown.

Ntsika:Pleaserepeatitagainwhilelookingand

me.(Ilookedintohiseyes)

Me:Ntsika(Isaidsoftlynotbreakingtheeye

contact)

Ntsika:Wow,fewhavecalledmebynamebut

nonofthemmadeitsoundsosweetyetstrong

atthesametime.

.

Hekissedmeandgentlyso.Hebrushedmy

righthipandIcouldfeelhismanhoodgrow.It



frightenedmesoIbrokethekiss.Idonotknow

whymybodyfeelslikeitdoeswhenhekisses

me.Heopenedourbookandreadit.Aftera

whileIrememberedthatZiphowassupposeto

helpmeapplytheremedyonmywounds.I'll

havetoaskhimandhopehedoesnottake

offense.

.

Me:Myprince,mayIbotheryouwithsomething?

Ntsika:Botheraway,Ndoni.Whatisit?

Me:Ziphowassupposetoapplythisonmy

body.Thecaretakergaveittomebutnow

Ziphoisnothere.

Ntsika:Giveithere,I'lldoit. 

Me:Mythanks.

.

Islowlytookthecoveroffandexposedmy

nakedupperbody.Hestartedwiththebackand

gentlyappliedit.Thenhekneltinfrontofme.



Heappliedonthefrontarea.Helookedatme

andkissedme.Mykissinghasimprovednow

soIkissedback.Hekissedmybreastsand

feelingthewarmnessofhislipsonthemmade

mereact.

.

Me:Ntsika(Isaidhisnamewhilemoaning)

Ntsika:Yes,mylady(helookedatme)

Me:Whatareyoudoingtomybody,myprince.

Ntsika:ShowingyouhowmuchIloveit.You're

beautiful,Ndoni. 

Me:Mythanks,myprince.

Ntsika:Ishouldkissyourtenderbreastsmore.

Yousaidmynamewithoutmytitlewithout

hesitation(Iblushedandhelaughedsoftly)

Me:Myapologies.

Ntsika:Letmefinishmydutyofapplyingthe

remedyonyourbody.



.

Hecontinuedgentlyandhekissedmeagain.He

wenttomyneckandkissedthere.Ibrokethe

kissandheheldmeinhisarmsbutnot

painfully.Ifeltsosafeinmywarrior'sarm,so

strongbutyetsogentle.Hisnakedchest

againstmineandIwishedthatsunrisewould

notcomequickly.

#Nosi
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#Ndoni

I'mbacktomydutiesalready.The"zebra"

stripesasZiphoreferstothemarenolonger

painfulandtheyarenowalsostartingtofade.

TheyoungprincesspromisedtoPrinceNtsika



hasarrivedatthekingdom.TheQueenisather

mosthappiest.Ihavenotseenmyprincesince

herarrivalanditpainsmebutIunderstandthat

itisthewayitshouldbe.PrinceNtsika

summonedmetohischamberandIwent.I

walkedinandbowed. 

.

Me:Youcalledforme,yourhighness? 

Ntsika:Ndoni,Ibegofyoutostopbowingwhen

youmeetmeinmyprivatechamber. 

Me:Asyouwish,myprince(Istoodup)

Ntsika:Haveaseat,mylady. 

Me:Mythanks.(webothsatdown)

Ntsika:Mylady,I'vecalledyouherebecauseI

missyou. 

Me:Iknowthatyourprincessisinthepalace.I

suggestthatyoutellyourhearttostoplonging

forme,myprince. 



Ntsika:Areyouabletotellyourhearttostop

longingforme,mylady? 

Me:Iamfailingto,myprince.(tearsfellandI

wipedthemoffimmediately)

Ntsika:Myapologiesformakingyourheart

heavy,Ndoniyamanzi.IfIwereonlyanordinary

man,Iwouldhavemarriedyoulongago.Ilove

youwithmyheartandsoul,myladyandit'sa

loveIcouldnevergiveforanothermaiden.(he

clenchedhisjaw)

Me:Iunderstandyourdutytothekingdomas

futureking.Whenareyourcelebrationsifyou

donotmindmeasking,myprince?

Ntsika:Itisintendays.Iwillbeseeingmybride

forthefirsttimetoday.Myheartdoesnotwant

todothisbutmyheadknowsthatImust. 

Me:Dowhatyourheadwantsbecauseitis

whatisexpectedofyou.MayIhaveone

requestbeforeyouwedyourprincess?



Ntsika:Anything,mylady. 

Me:Havemeasyoursatsunset. 

Ntsika:Thatisabigask,Ndoniyamanzi.Areyou

sureyouareready? 

Me:Youwillnothavetimeformeonceyouare

married.PrinceLizwiwillseetheopportunity

andifhehasmeIdonotwantittobemyfirst

time.Youarethemanwhomyhearthas

chosenandIwantyoutodeflowerme.(heknelt

beforeme)

Ntsika:Areyousureofthis,Ndoni?Willthatnot

makeourloveforeachotherevenmore

impossibletoletgoof? 

Me:Iwouldratherriskthathappeningthenhave

yourbrotherhavethehonourofhavingmefirst.

Ibegyoutosayyes,myprinceplease.(he

kissedmycheeks)

Ntsika:IdonotfeelworthyofthishonourbutI

willdoit. 



Me:Atsunset? 

Ntsika:Myweddingnightisonlyintendays,

Ndoni.Whytherush,mylady?HasLizwistarted

tocauseyoutroubleonceagain? 

Me:Nohehasnot.I'mready,myprince.Sowhy

delayit? 

Ntsika:I'llmeetyouhereatsunsetthenbutif

youhaveachangeofheartdonotfear

informingme. 

Me:I'llbesuretobeinyourchamberatsunset.

Ihavedutiestoattendto,myprinceandIknow

anotherservanthasalreadycleanedyour

chamber.MayIbeexcused? 

Ntsika:Youmygo,myNdoni(Iblushedandhe

kissedme)

.

Istoodandheembracedme.Ilookedintohis

eyesandsmiled.I'mafoolforlove,Ithought.I

metwithZiphoonmywaybacktomyduties.



ShewascarryingalotofthingsandIdidnot

likeit. 

.

Me:Letmehelpyoucarrytheload,Zipho. 

Zipho:Mythanks,Ndoni.(Itookafewitems)

Me:Whereareyougoingwithsomanysheets? 

Zipho:Itistochangethesheetsoftheroyal

guests.Theyoungprincesshascomewith

manypeople.

Me:Howdoesshelook? 

Zipho:Sheisnotasbeautifulasyou,sister.The

princewillbeverydisappointed.

Me:Looksarenotwhatsheneedstohavehim

ashers.Sheisroyalty,herbloodisblueand

thatisenough.

Zipho:IknowbutIknowthatyourheartmust

beheavy. 

Me:Iwillbefine. 



.

Wewalkedinthepassageandweheardvoices

intheKing'schamber.Ziphothoughtitisbest

toeavesdropandItriestostopherbutfailed.I

joinedheroutsidetheentranceshakinginfear

ofbeingcaught.Thevoicesarenotloudbut

theyareenoughtohearwhenclose. 

.

King:Howismyprincess? 

Voice:Donotcallmydaughterthat,Xhanti. 

Zipho:It'sJongile'svoice(shewhispered)

Me:Thatisnotpossible(oureyeswidened)

Zipho:Shhh(wecontinuedtolisten)

King:Jongi,sheistheonlymaidenchildthatI

have. 

Jongile:Sheistaintedbymyblood,Xhanti.If

shewasseenasaprincessthenshe'dbeinthis

houseenjoyingthebenefitsofbeingaroyak



child.Idonotwanttohearyouspeakofmy

childagain.Sheknowsherfathertobea

warriorwhodiedinwar. 

King:Thatlaysheavyonmyheart.Youaremy

firstlove,Jongi.Ifirstsawyouwhenyou

accompaniedNandewhenshewasayoung

princesspromisedtomebutmyheartnever

favouredher.Itfavouredyou. 

Jongile:Minefavouredyou,Xhantibutifthe

QueenfindsthatIhavegivenyouachild,she

willbeangryatmeandhavemekilled.

King:Iunderstand,Jongi.Youstillaremost

beautifulwhenyouareangry.Youhave

changed,younolongerholdthekindnessesyou

did. 

Jongile:IhadtowatchthemanIlovewedto

thewomanwhotrustsmost.Ihadtobarethe

shameofgivingbirthtoachildwhohasno

father.Myheartiscoldandbitterbecauseof

you,Xhanti.Icouldhavemarriedanice



hardworkingmanbutyouheldmyheartandI

couldnot.Iamnolongerkindbecausethelove

myheartheldforyouturneditintostone. 

Xhanti:Myapologiesforthat,Jongi.Isyour

mother'shousestillfulloffood?Idonotwant

mydaughtertostarve. 

Jongile:Thevillageknowsmymotherispoor.

Stopsendingsomuchfood.Doyouwantmy

Mothertobeaccusedofbeingawitch? 

King:Iwouldneverwishforsuch.Maybeyou

shouldbringtheyoungmaidentotheroyal

house.

Jongile:Areyoucrazy,Xhanti?Lizwiwillwant

tohaveherthesecondshesetsfootinroyal

ground.Youknowyoursoncannotkeepitin

hisdrawers. 

King:You'reright.Icant... 

.

Weheardfootstepsfromtheotherdirection



andweleftthechamberentranceatonceand

couldnotlistentotherest.IlookedatZipho

wholooksasshockedasIfeel. 

.

Zipho:Jongilehasadaughterwiththeking?

(sheclappedonceandoutherhandoverher

openmouth)

Me:Zipho,Iknowwhatweheardwasshocking

butletusnotforgetthatitisroyalbusiness.We

couldgetintotroubleforthis. 

Zipho:Nowonderseniorissuchanunhappy

woman.Didyouhearhowsheaddressesthe

king? 

Me:Hedidnotseemtomind.Nowletusget

backtoourdutiesNoonemusthearofthis

fromus,Zipho. 

Zipho:Idonotwanttobebannedfromroyal

grounds,Ndoni.Iwillkeepittomyself.Icannot

believeJongilewhoistheQueen'smosttrusted



confidanthasalovechildwiththeKing.These

royalsarerottenwithsecrets.

Zipho:Yesbutitistheirsecrets.Nowcomelet

usgobeforeJongiletakesoutherbadmoodon

us. 

Zipho:Ifonlysheknewthatwehaveknowledge

ofhersecretshe'dtreatusmorekinder.

Me:Weshallnotblackmailthesenior,Zipho.It

iswrong. 

Zipho:Iknow,Ndonibutknowingthisnewscan

helpussomeday,sister.Youwillsee.Gotothe

youngprincess'sguestchamber.Youwillgetto

meetherandseeforyourselfthatsheholdnot

yourbeauty. 

Me:Idonotwanttomeether. 

Zipho:Youarecarryingthebeddingmeantfor

herchamber.Youhavenochoice. 

Me:Let'sexchange.

Zipho:No,myapologiesNdonibutgothere.



(shewalkedaway)

Me:Zipho!(Icalledoutsoftlybutshekept

walking)

.

IcannotbelievethatZiphohasleftmewith

suchaheavyduty.IlikeJongilemustnowcater

forthemaidenwhoisabouttowedthemanof

myheart.IwillkeepquietaboutJongile'snews

becauseitconcernsmenot.Thewalktoguest

chamberwasadifficultonebutImadeitand

knocked.

.

Voice:Enter(Iwentinandbowed)

Me:Yourfreshsheetsareready,yourhighness)

Her:Youmayrise,servant.(Istoodup)

Me:Mythanks,dearprincess. 

Her:I'mprincessQaqamba.WhatshallIcall

you?



Me:I'mNdoniyamanzi. 

Qaqa:Youmayresumewithyourduty,Ndoni. 

Me:Asyouwish,yourhighness.(Iwenttoget

busy)

Qaqa:Ndoni,tellmemoreaboutmyfuture

husband?

Me:Whatcanaservanttellyouaboutaprince,

yourhighness?

Qaqa:Ishehandsome?(IsmiledasIthoughtof

justhowhandsomeheis)

Me:PrinceNtsikaisahandsomeman.He

standstallandhasdarkskin. 

Qaqa:Ishenice? 

Me:Idonotholdpersonalknowledgeofthat

butIhearthatheisquitenice.(therewasa

knockonthedoor)

Qaqa:Enter(thedooropenedandit'stheQueen)

Queen:MyPrincess,areyoureadytomeetwith



theprinceoverasmallfeast? 

Qaqa:YesIam,myQueen. 

Queen:GoodnowgowithJongile,shewillshow

youwhereheisseated. 

Qaqa:Asyouwish,QueenNande. 

.

JongileandQaqaleftandIwasleftalonewith

theQueen.IfearedsomuchthatIfeltmythroat

feellikeitisclosingbutImanagedtobreath

properly.SheapproachedandIbowed. 

.

Queen:Rise,whore(Istood)

Me:Mythanks,myQueen.(sheslappedme)

Queen:Areyouheretoputyourdarkmedicine

onPrincessQaqamba'ssheetssoshemaydie?

Me:Iamnotcapableofsuchevil,yourhighness.

Queen:Yourdaysinthisplacearenumbered.

Ntsikawilllearntolovehissoontobebride



soonandforgetthatheeverseenyou.Youare

nothingbutawhoreandawitch!Noegoout

andwaituntilIshowyouhowweridtheroyal

houseofwhores(sheslappedmeagain)

.

Iwalkedoutfast,eachcheekburninglikenever

before.Igotanotherservanttogofinishmy

duty.Theprincessisprettyandclearlyvery

young.Sheisveryluckytohavethehonourof

marryingakindmanlikeNtsika.Myheartfelt

heavyknowingthatheiswithherbutafter

sunsetI'llhavetoacceptit.Iwentonwithmy

duties. 

.

.

#Ntsika

IsatasIwaitedforthemaidenchosenforme.

MyheartfullywithNdoni.Jongileandayoung

maidenapproached.Istoodandtheyboth



bowed.Iknewit'sherbutherbowingbeforeme

didnotbothermeatall.Shealsodoesnothold

thebeautyofmyNdoni. 

.

Jongile:Myprince,IpresenttoyouPrincess

Qaqamba.

Me:Youmayrise(theystood)

Qaqa:Anhonourtofinallybeinyourpresence,

myking. 

Me:ThehonourisminebutI'mnotyetking,

dearprincess.

Qaqa:Myapologiesforaddressingyouinthe

incorrectmanner,myprince 

Me:Itdoesnotmatter.Jongileyoumayleave

us. 

Jongile:Asyouwish,myprince(sheleft)

Me:Comesit,Qaqamba(Iheldachairforher)

Qaqa:Mythanks(shesatdownandsodidI)



Me:Ihopeyourstayhereispleasant.

Qaqa:Itismostpleasant.Yourkingdomis

muchbiggerthenmineandnottomention

beautiful.

Me:Mythanks,mylady. 

.

Wesatandthesilencewasnotpleasantatall.

Howcantheconversationnotflow?Isthishow

myfuturelooks?IknewI'dhavetospeak

becausesheisaguestinmyhomeuntilsucha

timesheisnolongeraguest. 

.

Me:Tellmeaboutyourself.

Qaqa:I'mPrincessQaqam... 

Me:No,mylady.Ihaveknowledgeofyour

nameandthekingdomyouarefrom.Iwantto

knowaboutyou. 

Qaqa:WhatcanIsay,myprince?



Me:Whatdoyoulikedoingwhenyouarenoton

royalduties?

Qaqa:Nothing,myprince.I'maprincessallis

doneformebymyservants. 

Me:Doyoulikeartandreading?.

Qaqa:TheonlyartIlikeisnewroyalattire.Ido

notread,myprince.Doyou? 

Me:Ilovetoread..

Qaqa:ThenI'lllearntoloveittoo. 

Me:Donotchangeyourselfforme.Youarenot

requiredtolovereading.Youjustneedtoknow

howto..

Qaqa:IcanreadbutIdonotlikedoingso.

.

Wetalkedbutwehavenothingincommon.

Thereisnothingwecandotogetherandthat

worriesme.ThismaidenismyfutureQueen

andfuturemothertomyheirsyetIhavenothing



totalktoherabout.WesatandIhadtogoto

myroyalduties.Idohopethatthenextmeeting

withherwillbemorepleasant.Hourspassed

andthethoughtofseeingNdoniwasallthat

keptmegoing.Wehadsupperwiththe

Princessandherpeople.Icouldnotfocuson

anyofitandIwashappywhenitfinallycameto

anend.WeallretiredtoourchambersandIsat

anxiouslywaitingforNdonitocome.Iaskedfor

candlestobelitallovermychamberbecauseI

wanttoseeherclearly.Iheardasoftknockon

mydoorandIknewitwasmyNdoni.Istood

andpersonallywenttoopenforher.

.

Me:Youmayenter,mylady.(sheentered)

Ndoni:Mythanks,myprince.Howwasyourday?

(Ilovehowshecares)

Me:Longandtiring.Howwasyours?

Ndoni:Itwasgood,myPrince.Imetwiththe

Princess.



Me:Ndoni,Idonotwishtospeakofher.Ijust

wanttoenjoybeingwithyou.

Ndoni:Asyouwish. 

Me:Youlookbeautiful,Ndoniyamanzi. 

Ndoni:Kissme. 

.

Ikissedhersoftlipsandthewayshekissesis

muchbetter.Somuchbetterthat"mkhonto"

reactedimmediately. 

.

Me:Areyousureyouwantthis,Ndoni? 

Ndoni:Havemeasyours,Ntsika. 

.

Hearinghersaymynamedrovemecrazywith

passion.Iliftedheroffherfeetandputheron

thebed.Ikissedherandthentookherdressoff.

Itookamomenttojustlookathernakedness.

.



Ndoni:Issomethingwrong,myprince? 

Me:Iloveyou,youngmaiden. 

Ndoni:Iloveyou,myprince. 

.

IwenttoherlipsonceagainandIwenttokiss

herneck.Shesmelledlovely,thatlavender

scentofhersmademewanthermore.Igotup

totakemyclothingoffwhenIsawadampspot

onmytrousers.Hereyeswidened.

.

Ndoni:Myapologies,myprince.Ididnotmean

todothat.(shestartedtocry)

Me:Ndoni,donotapologiseforsomethingthis

beautiful.Myladyyourtempleisreactingtomy

touch.You'vedonenothingwrong.ShallIstop

this? 

Ndoni:No(shesaidsoftlyandIwipedhertears

off)



.

Ikissedherandtookmyclothesoff,bothofus

nowinournakedness.Ikissedherentirebody

andtheroomgotfilledwithhermoans.I

touchedhermoisttempleandshesaidmy

nameinpleasure.Iaskedonceagainifsheis

sureandsheagreed.Iletmkhontogentlyenter

hertempleandshecried.Ilookedather,eyes

filledwithtearsandIimmediatelystopped.

.

Me:ShouldIstop,Ndoniyamanzi? 

Ndoni:No.(Iwipedhertearsoffandkissedher)

Me:MyapologiesforthepainI'mcausingyou,

mylady. 

Me:Let'sgoon. 

.

Ipenetratedherandthetightnessand

warmnessofhertempledrovemeoverthe

edge.Imovedslowlyastonothurtmylady



more.AfterawhileIfelthermovewithme.I

caressedhersoftbodywhilekissingher.I

lookedintohereyesandIsawthatitwasfilled

withpleasure.Imadelovetothewomanmy

heartlovemostuntilthepleasureovertookus

andtheroomgotfilledwithoursoundsoflove.

Ilaidontopofherbutnotwithallmyweight

tryingtobreatheproperlyagain.Istoodandgot

awarmwetclothandcleanedusbothandwent

tobenexttoher.Shekeptquiet. 

.

Me:Ndoniyamanzi,pleasesaysomethingto

yourprince,mylady. 

Ndoni:Ineedtogetbacktomychamber,my

prince(Isawtearsflowdownhercheeks)

Me:Doyouregretit,Ndoni? 

Ndoni:No(shesaidinawhisper)

Me:Thenwhydoyoutreatmelikeastranger

afterwehavehadsuchabeautifulmoment?



HaveIhurtyou? 

Ndoni:Myheartisheavy,myPrince(she

coveredhertearyeyeswiththesheet)

Me:Talktome. 

Ndoni:YouwillsoongivethePrincessthesame

momentyouhavejustgivenme.Itweighs

heavyonmyhearttoknowthatshewillhave

you.Myapologiesforthis. 

Me:NowIfeellikeI'vedisgracedyou,Ndoni.I

askedyouifyouaresureaboutthis.NdoniifI

hadthechoiceI'dmakeyoumyfutureQueen,

mylady.I'dmakeyouthemotherofallmyheirs

anditbreaksmyheartthatIcannotgiveyou

that. 

Ndoni:Ibettergetdressedandleaveyour

chamber,myPrince.

Me:Ibegofyoutospendthenight,

Ndoniyamanzi.(shestoodandgotdressed)

Ndoni:Iunderstandthatyouhaveadutyanda



destinytofollow.MythanksfordoingwhatI

askedofyou.Youshallneverhearofmeagain,

myPrince. 

Me:Youdon'tunderstand,Ndoni.Yourtemple

istheonethathaseverbeeninvadedby

mkhonto.(shelookedatmeconfused)

Ndoni:Idonotunderstand.

Me:I'vekissedandromancedmaidensbefore

butI'veneverbeenonewithone,mylady.You

arethefirstmaidenIhavemadeloveto. 

Ndoni:Butyou'reaprince.

Me:Aprincewhodoesnotgoaroundsleeping

witheverymaidenthereis.Youweremyfirst

justasIwasyours.IdonotregretitbecauseI

wantedittobeyoufromthedayIsawyou. 

Ndoni:Idonotholdregretseitherbutit'sbetter

IacceptthatI'llneverbeabletobewithyou. 

Me:Justspendthenightthen,Iwouldliketo

loveandholdyouallnight.Youneednoteven



lookatmeatsunriseifyoudon'twantto. 

.

Shetookherclothingoffonceagainandwegot

underthecovers.ShelaidontopofmeandI

heldherlikeamanobsessed.Ithoughtabout

whenwemadeloveandIknewshewaspure

butseeingtheproofonoursheetsmakesit

morespecial.Iwishthatthiscouldhavebeen

onourweddingnightbuttherealityisthatIam

notallowedtomarryher.Howcruelislife?To

maketwopeoplefalldeeplyinloveonlyfor

themtobeforbiddenfrombeingtogether! 

#NOSI

[03/01,17:40]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert10

.

#Queen Nande



ThePrincessismostcertainlynotthemost

beautifulmaidenbutsheisallIcouldarrangeat

suchshortnotice.IneedtohaveNtsikamarried

tohersohecanforgetaboutthewhorehe

thinkshelove.I'mnotgoingtoallowthelegacy

ofmychildrentobetaintedbyaservant.Isat

andhadafeastwiththeKing. 

.

Me:MyKing,I'vefoundtheperfectsuitorfor

oureldest.Don'tyouthink?

King:Shewillhavetodo,myking.Ithoughtwe

wouldfindaprincessfromagreatkingdombut

youweresorushedinfindingNtsikaawifeyou

chosethefirstavailableoption. 

Me:Sheisbetterthenthatwhore,Xhanti.Would

youratherhemarryaservant?

King:Donotaskmethat,myQueen.Youmight

hatetheanswerIgiveyou.

Me:Soyouwouldlikeforhimtomarrya



servantwhore!Whattypeofgrandkidsdoyou

thinkshewillgiveus?.

King:Humangrandchildren,myQueen.Itpains

myhearttoseemyyoungprincelikethis.Heis

forcedtodothisoutofobligation.

Me:Hewilllearntoloveher,asyouhavedone

withme. 

King:Youknowhowharditwasforusatfirst.

Weonlyhadbedroomdealingstoproduceheirs.

Doyounotwonderwhatitwouldhavebeenlike

ifwewereinlovefromthedaywemarried? 

Me:OfcoursebutIknewsinceIwasayoung

maidenthatmydestinyallowsmenot.Ihave

learnttoloveyou,Xhanti.Myheartbeatsfor

you.myKing. 

King:Andmineforyou.(Iwishhecouldsayit

asifhemeantit)

Me:Iknowyouwantedanalliancewitha

greaterkingdom,myKingandmyapologiesfor



notgivingyouwhatyouwishedfor.Wecan

buildagreateralliancewhenLizwiweds. 

King:Whatkinginhisrightmindwouldgivehis

preciousmaidenstoaprincesuchasLizwi? 

Me:Thekingdomsdonotcareaboutthe

characterofaprincebutthepowerandwealth

oftheKingdomhehalesfrom.Mhlaba

Ochumileyoisagreatkingdom.

King:DelayNtsika'sweddingthensowecan

giveoureldestachancetomarryaPrincess

fromamorepowerfulkingdom.Ihavenever

evenheardaboutthiskingdomthePrincess

comesfromuntilyoutoldmeaboutit.Thatis

howsmallandinsignificantisit!(Iknewhewas

right)

Me:Itwillgrowtobepowerfuloncetheother

kingdomshearthatitisinalliancewithMhlaba

Ochumileyo,myKing. 

King:Inthemeanwhileitwillbelikeaparasite

tomykingdom. 



Me:Xhanti,areyoutryingtogetNtsikaoutof

thisweddingarrangementbecauseyouwant

himtobewiththeservant?

King:Donotinsultme,Nande!Areyouimplying

thatIdonotknowtherulesofmykingdom?I

knowNtsikaistowedroyalty!(heshouted)

Me:Myapologies,myKing.Imeantno

disrespect.Isuspectthatservantisawitch. 

King:Youknowthedamagesuchanaccusation

cancause,Nande!Thevillagerscouldburnthe

maidenifthisfallsonthewronghands.IfIhear

asinglerumourofwitchcraftinthishouse,I'll

knowit'syou.YoumightbemyQueenbutifyou

putaninnocentmaiden'slifeindangerIwill

dealwithyouaccordingly.(hesaidinanger)

Me:Iunderstand,myKing.I'llkeepmymouth

shut. 

King:Good,nowexcuseme.I'vegotmore

importantdealingstoattend. 



Me:Gowell,mylove. 

.

Hestoodandleft.Ihaveafeelingthattheking

willhelpNtsikagetoutofthiswedding

arrangementandIcannothavethathappen.I

havetomakeaplanandgetridofthatwhore

forgood.I'llgetabettermaidenforNtsikaonly

ifIhavehadherkilled.Icalledinmyguard,

Manqhoba.Ifthereisanyonewhocanhelpme

killthevirusit'shim. 

.

Him:You'vecalled,MyQueen.

Me:Rise,Manqhoba.(hestoodup)

Him:Mythanks.WhatshallIdoforyou? 

Me:Ineedyoutogetridofaproblem.

Him:YouknowI'ddoanythingforyou,My

Queen.

Me:Thereisamaidenservantintheroyal



house.ShegobythenameNdoniyamanzi.Do

youhaveknowledgeofher?(helookeddown)

Him:Ihave,myQueen.Whatdoyouwantmeto

do. 

Me:Killher! 

Him:Pardon,myQueen? 

Me:DoIstutternowwhenIspeak?IsaidIwant

youtokillher.You'llberewardedgreatlyforit. 

Him:Whendoyouwantmetodothis,my

Queen?

Me:Iwantheroutanddeadbysunset.I'vehas

todealwiththatwhoreforfartolong. 

Him:Howdoyouwantmetodoit? 

Me:Idonotcare,justmakesureherheart

beatsnolongerbytonightanddoitfarfromthe

kingdom. 

Him:MayIaskwhy,myQueen? 

Me:IwantNtsikatothinkthewhorelefthim.



Hewillrealiseitiswhatwhoresdo.Gofrom

onementoanother.Hewillbeheartbrokenbut

hewillhavetolivewithit.Qaqambawillbe

theretosoothehisbrokenheart.Idonotcare

howyoudoit. 

Him:I'llmakesureit'sdone,myQueen. 

Me:IknewIcouldcountonyou.Ifyouburnher,

Iwanttoseeherashesasproof.Ifyoufeedher

toawildanimal,Iwantherbloodfilledtorn

dressasproof.DoyougetwhatI'mtryingto

say? 

Him:ThatyoudonorcarehowIridyouofthe

problemaslongasIbringyoutheproof.(I

smiledinsatisfaction)

Me:Nowgoandplanwhatyouwilldo.Donot

utterawordofthistoanyone!Ifyoudothen

youwilldiewiththewhore. 

Him:I'llkeepmymouthshut,myQueen. 

Me:Goandplanforwhatyouwilldotoher.



Justthinkingaboutfinallyseeingtheproofof

herdeathexcitesme.(Ilaughed)

Him:Iwillnotdisappoint,myQueen.Youhave

mypromise. 

.

IwatchedasheleftandIsatandsmiled.My

sonwillfinallyfocusonhismarriagetothe

Princessbysunrise.Hewillthinkthewhoreleft

himtogoexploreanotherprincenotknowing

thatIhadherkilled.Hisheartbreakisgoingto

fade.I'mdoingthisforthefutureofthis

kingdomsincemyKingseemstokindtodoit.

Thewhoreisfinallygoingtodieatsunset.I'm

sureeventheroyalhousewillfeelbetter

withoutheraround.Can'titbesunsetalready? 

.

.

#Ntsika

I'vebeenspendingsometimewiththismaiden



I'mexpectedtospendtherestofmylifewith

andthingshavenotchanged.Ifindmyself

thinkingaboutmylovewheneverI'mwithher.

Thewomanwholovesatartandreadingas

muchasme,ifnotmore.Thewomanwho

makesmyheartbeatfastthatI'mafraiditwill

beatoutofmychest.Thewomanwhogave

herselftomeasI'vegivenmyselftoher.Icalled

forherbecauseIhavenotseenherinsucha

longwhile.Myheartlongsforher.IhadBantu

gethertotheroyalgarden.Wenevergotto

enjoyit.TheyarrivedandBantuleftus.She

smiledandIembracedher.Mystrongarms

wrappedfirmlyaroundhersmallwaist.

.

Me:IwishIdidnothavetoletyougo(I

whisperedtoher)

Ndoni:Metoo(Ikissedher)

Me:Come,let'ssitdownontheblanket.(Iheld

herhand)



Ndoni:Inevergottoseethebeautyofthis

placeonourlastvisit.Italllookssobeautiful,

myprince.(shesatbetweenmylegs,herhead

restingonmychest)

Me:It'sapitywinterisgoingtoruinitbutfor

nowletusenjoyit. 

Ndoni:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeenlongingforyou,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:Youaretowedineightdays.(shelooked

down)

Me:Iknow,mylady. 

Ndoni:Ntsika,amInowyourmistress?

Me:YouarethewomanthatIlove,

Ndoniyamanzi.Iwanttostandonthehighest

mountainandshoutitoutbutIca... 

Ndoni:Iunderstand,myPrince(shecutme

short)

Me:MayIhaveakiss?(shesmiled)



Ndoni:Ithoughtmyprincewouldneveroffer

butwhataboutwarriorBantu? 

Me:Thereisafencearoundthisareaofthe

gardenandheisstandingontheothersideof

it. 

Ndoni:Thenkissyourlady.(Ismiled)

.

IhadhersitontopofmeandIkissedher.The

kissgrewpassionatebecausewehavenot

doneitinawhile.Iputmyhandsunderher

dressandbrushedherthighsgently.Shesaid

mynameinasoftmoan,itdrivesmecrazy

whenshedoesit.Shebrokethekissandlooked

atme. 

.

Ndoni:Whatifthewarriorwalksinandseesmy

nakedness?

Me:IbelievethatheisawisemanandknowsI

needprivacywhenyouarearound.



Ndoni:MyPrince,shouldthisnotbedoneona

bedatnight?(Ilaughedsoftlym)

Me:IdonotknowbutIdonotwanttowaituntil

sunsettohaveyoubutifyouareuncomfortable

Ishallstop. 

Ndoni:No,donotstop.(Ismiled)

.

Thewarmthofherinnerthighswasgreatandit

mademybodyreact.WebothgotnakedandI

lookedathernakednessindaylightandfound

myladytobeevenmorebeautiful.Wecaressed

eachothersbodiesandmadelove.Thistimeit

waspurepleasureforbothofus.Iaskedherto

lookatmeaswemovedinlovebecauseI

wantedhertoseetheloveanddesireshehas

formeinmyeyesasIseeitinhers.Pleasure

overtookherandsheletoutasoftscreamof

pleasureandintensepleasureovertookmy

bodyjustasmuch.Wekissedwhilebreathing

heavily,notwantingthismomenttoend.Welay



ineachother'sarmsandIcoveredour

nakedness.

.

Me:Ndoniyamamzi. 

Ndoni:Ntsika(Ismiledindelight)

Me:Iloveyou,youngmaiden.(shelookedatme)

Ndoni:Iloveyoutoo,strongwarrior.(Ilookedat

herwithoutsayinganything)

Me:Let'sleave,mylady. 

Ndoni:Oh,IthoughtyouwouldstaylongerbutI

understandyouhaveduties.(shelookeddown)

Me:No,mylady!Imeanlet'sleavethegrounds

ofMhlabaOchumileyo.(shesatupinshock)

Ndoni:Idonotexpectyoutodothat,my

prince. 

Me:IcannotlaynexttoawomanIfeelnothing

for,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:Youarenotusedtoalifeasanordinary



man,Ntsika.I'msureevenatwarrioryouget

royalbenefits. 

Ntsika:Ndoni,myhandsfearnowork.Iwillfind

somethingtodoandI'lllookafterus.(she

startedtocry)

Ndoni:I'mhonouredthatyouwouldwanttodo

thisformebutIcannotallowit. 

Me:It'stheonlywayIcanbewithyou.Fatheris

stillfittobekingforafewyears.

Ndoni:It'safoolishplan,Ntsika. 

Me:Doyounotwishtobewithme,

Ndoniyamanzi? 

Ndoni:YouknowIdobutnotlikethis.Youare

thefutureofthiskingdom,Ntsika.No,please

I'mnotworthyofyoulosingyourlegacy.Marry

thePrincess,I'llmakepeacewithit. 

Me:Idonotwantyoutomakepeaceofit,

Ndoni!Idonotwantyouasamistress.Youare

worthyofsomuchmore.I'dratherbeapoor



manwithyoubymyside.Iloveyou,Ndoni.(I

raisedmyvoice)

Ndoni:IloveyoutooandIwanttobewithyou

butbeingpoorisnotpleasant.Youwillhateme

fortakingtheonlylifeyou'veknownawayfrom

you.(shebrokedown)

Me:Myheartcouldnevercarryhateforyou,my

lady.Pleasestopcrying,Ididnotmeantomake

yourheartheavy.(Iembracedher)

Ndoni:Iwishourheartscouldstopfeelingwhat

theyfeel,Ntsika. 

Me:Donotwishforthat,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:I'mseenasnothingbyyourfamilyand

myonlysinisbeingacommoner. 

Me:Thengowithme,I'lllookafteryouforall

ourlives.Wecanhavelittlegirlchildrenwhoare

asbeautifulasyou.(shelookedatmeand

smiled)

Ndoni:Andlittleboychildrenwhowillbe



warriors.(webothlaughed)

Me:Yesbutwecannothaveitwhileweare

here.Promisetothinkaboutmyoffer.Ineed

youranswerbeforemyweddingday,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:Iwillthinkaboutit,myprince. 

Me:Mythanksbeautifulmaiden(Ikissedher

softlips)

Ndoni:Maywejustenjoythismoment?

Me:Asyouwish.Letushavefruit. 

.

WesatandfedeachotherthefruitandI'm

determinedtotakeherawayfromallthispain.I

havetomakearrangementsforourdeparture.I

knowthiswillbreaktheKing'sheartbutIdonot

haveachoice.Ndonidoesnotjusthavemy

heart,sheismyheart.Imadelovetoheronce

againandapartofmehopesthatherbodyhas

acceptedmyseed.Iwouldlovetobethefather

ofthisbeautifulmaiden'schildren.



.

.

#Ndoni

TheprinceandIgotourselvesdecentsowe

couldgobacktothemainland.Icannotgowith

himsoI'vedecidedtogoonmyownwithout

him.I'mnotworthyofthedownfallofa

kingdom.IgottomytransportationandNtsika

helpedmeonit.Ican'tbelieveIlethimhaveme

indaylightandI'veacceptedthatI'mhis

mistressbutIamnotasstrongasJongile.I

cannotwatchhimlovesomeoneelsebutIalso

cannothavehimleavethekingdom.Warrior

BantugotmetothemainlandandIwenttomy

chamber.Itookallmyclothingfromtheplaceit

was.Ziphowalkedin.

.

Zipho:Ndoni,whereareyouoffto? 

Me:Ihavetogetaway. 



Zipho:DidthePrinceallowyoudaystovisit

yourhome? 

Me:No,Zipho. 

Zipho:Youcannotgowithoutpermission,

Ndoni.Youwillbeinbigtroublewhenyou

return.

Me:I'mnottoreturn,Zipho.(herjawdroppedin

shock)

Zipho:No,Ndoni.Ihavefoundasisterinyou

andwhataboutyourlove. 

Me:Heisnotminetolove,Zipho.Hewantsus

torunawayandbetogether.

Zipho:Soyouaregoingwithhim?(shesmiled).

Me:Areyoucrazy,Zipho?I'mgoingbymyself

andyouwillnottellanyoneaboutthisuntilI've

gone. 

Zipho:You'rebreakingmyheart,Zipho.Where

willyougo?Youknowyoucannotgotothe

orphanage.Youwilldieouttherealone. 



Me:WouldyouratherIgowithhimandhave

Lizwibeyourfutureking,Zipho?Thisistheonly

wayIcansafeguardthefutureofthiskingdom.

Ntsikaisit'sfuture!IdonotknowwhereI'llgo

orwhatshallbecomeofmebutIwillnotletthe

kingdomberuledbyacruelking. 

Zipho:Youaresokindandselfless,Ndoni.Ido

notknowifIcoulddoasyoudo. 

Me:It'snoteasy,Zipho.Ilovehimwithallofmy

heart(Istartedtocry)

Zipho:Thissaddensme.(sheembracedme)

Me:I'mwillingtobreakthemanIlove'sheart

thenhavethatcruelcowardrule.Ntsikawill

makeagreatking,hewillcomewithalotof

goodchangebecausehisheartiskindandIcan

notrobthepeopleofMhlabaOchumileyoof

thatprivilege.Maybeinthenextlifewecanbe

togetherbutinthislifetimewearenotdestined

toloveeachother.I'llleaveassoonasthesun

goesdown. 



Zipho:No,Ziphosnakesandwindanimalslurk

aroundatthattimeandnottomentionthe

witches.Goatsunset. 

Me:Mymindismadeup,Zipho.Ifyougoto

warnthePrinceaboutthis.I'llneverforgive

you. 

Zipho:Ishallnot,youhavemypromise.Ilove

you,Ndoni.Mayourpathscrossagain(weboth

cried)

Me:AndIloveyou.Iftheyaredestinedtocross

againthentheywill,sister.Youaremytruest

friend.Iwillmissyou. 

Zipho:Becarefulwhenyouleave.Imustget

backtomyduties. 

Me:Ishallnotbeherewhenyoureturn,Zipho. 

.

Weembracedforalongtimeandshedalotof

tears.SheleftmeandIhavemoneyforshelter

forafewdayssoIwillbefine.Thesunwent



underandItookmybelongings.Istoodatthe

entranceandlookedinsidethechamber.Iwill

missthelatenighttalkandgossipwithZipho.I

wasabouttopickmyclothingupbutpeople

grabbedme.Myhandsandfeetweretiedand

mymouthshut.IknewthatitwasnotNtsika

onceagain.Itriedtoscreamandfightbutfailed.

Iwasputinanopencarriageanditstartedto

move.TearsfelltomyearsbecauseIlaidon

myback.Thestarswerebeautifullitupinthe

skybutIcouldnotenjoythem.Ithoughtofmy

Princessandmaybeit'sbetterIgetkilled

becausehemustforgetaboutme.Iheard

Shiba'svoicesaying"I'mhere,child"butIdid

notbelieveher.Shehasforsakenmebefore.I

closedmyeyesandfeltthecoolwindonmy

face.Ithoughtofthehandsomefaceofmy

Prince.Itgavemepiecebecausewepartedina

greatmanner.I'mhappyIgavemyselftohim.

ThecarriagerodefastandnonstopandIknew

thatthisismylastmoment. 



.

Me:Iloveyou,myprince.

.

Myhearthopedthathewouldhearmyvoice

whisperthosewordstohim.Thathewillknow

thatmyheartbeatsforhimevenwhenmyend

isnear.Iclosedmyeyesandfilledmymindof

happymomentsfromtheorphanageandthe

shorthappymomentsintheroyalhouse.Ifmy

destinywastomeetandfallinlovewiththe

princethensurelymyendwillbewithacontent

heart. 

#NOSI

[03/01,20:32]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert11

.



#Ntsika

IsetattheRoyaltablehavingafeastwithmy

familyandthePrincess.Ilookedatthemaiden

forsometimebutIstillfeltnothingforher.

Howareweevengoingtobeonourwedding

nightwhenwefailtohaveaconversation?

Motherwasthemosthappiestamongstus. 

.

Mother:Howmanychildrendoyouwishtohave,

Qaqamba? 

Qaqa:AsmanyasthePrincewishestohave,

myQueen.(Iwassoannoyed)

Me:ShedidnotaskhowmanyIwishtohave,

dearPrincess.Sheaskedhowmanyyou'dwish

tohave. 

Qaqa:Iwillfollowyourlead,myPrince.Ifyou

wishformanyI'llgiveyoumany.(myjaw

clenchedinfrustration)

Lizwi:Letushopetheywon'tallbemaidens.



WeknowaKingwithonlymaidensdoesnot

haveheirstopassthethroneonto.(hesaid

withanevilsmirk)

Me:AndI'msureyouawaitthedaythatyousee

thathappen.

Father:Iwelcomethepossibilityofyoung

maidens. 

Mother:Myapologiesfornotgivingyou

maidens,myKingbutNtsikamightgiveyoua

granddaughter.

Father:AyoungPrincesstospoil.(theylaughed)

Mother:WeneedtoarrangeforLizwitoalso

wedafterNtsika.Heisattherightage. 

Lizwi:Dochooseamorebeautifulmaiden(he

mumbled)

Father:Youknowamandoesnotmumble,

Lizwi.Whatisityoujusrmtsaid? 

Lizwi:Myapologies,myKing.WhatIsaid

shouldnotbemindeditisunimportant.



Mother:Icannotwaitforthecelebration.Ihave

invitedtheroyalfamiliesofmanykingdomsto

comewitnesstheroyalaffairs.Itoldthekitchen

servantstoprepareafeast. 

Father:MyQueen,haveyoubeguntoshowthe

youngmaidenthewaysofthiskingdom?

Mother:Iamshowingher,myKingbutIneed

notdomuch.She'sroyaltysosheknowswhat

isexpectedofaroyalwife.Ntsikawherewere

youearlier?Youweresupposetospendtheday

withyourfuturewife. 

Qaqa:Iamnotoffended,myQueen.Iknowthat

thePrinceisabusyman. 

Me:IwasridingaboutinthefarmswithBantu.I

neednotexplainmywhereabouts.

Father:Nooneexpectsthatofyou,young

prince. 

.

Theywentonaboutchildren.Idonotevenwish



toseethePrincess'snakedness.Ifearthat

evenmkhontomightnotrisetofullstrengthon

ourweddingnight.Howcanhewhenhehas

alreadyfoundhomeinmylady'ssweettemple?

Thefeastfinallycametoanend.Weroseand

retiredtoourchambers.Iimmediatelyhad

NdonicalledtomebecauseIwanttoholdher

untilsunrise.Myslumberissweeterwhenshe

isbymyside.Isatandwaitingformybeautiful

Ndoniyamanzi.Asoftknockwasonthedoor

andIstoodtoopen.Tomydisappointmentitis

notherbutZipho.ShebowedbeforemeandI

toldhertoriseandenter. 

.

Me:Ismyladystillbusywithsomething?

Zipho:Icomewithbadnews,myprince(I

startedtopanic)

Me:HasharmcometoNdonionceagain? 

Zipho:IhavenoknowledgeofthatbutIfear

thatharmmightcometoher,myPrince.



Me:Donotbeataroundthebush,youngmaiden.

Ifherlifeisinharmswaytellmeatonce(my

voicesoundsurgent)

Zipho:Ndonihaslefttheroyalgrounds,my

Prince.Shewaitedforsunsetandwentintothe

night. 

Me:Whyhaveyounotcometomesooner?(I

raisedmyvoice)

Zipho:Myapologies,myPrincebutImadea

promiseofsilencetoNdoni.Shesaidyou

wantedhertogowithyoubutshecouldnot. 

Me:Didshesaywhy?(myheartsank)

Zipho:Shewouldratherbreakyourheartand

thatofherownthenrobthekingdomofyour

rulewhenthetimeisright. 

Me:Mythanks,mylady.Youmayleave. 

Zipho:Asyouwish,myPrince.

.



SheleftandIfeltmyheartbreakinpieces.I

knowofNdoni'sgoodandkindheartbutshe

hasgonetofar.Ilookedoutintothedarknight

andIfearedformylady.Beingatwarhasmade

meseenmanythingsIknowshewon'tbeable

tohandle.Ihadtogofindher. 

.

Me:Bantu!!(Ishoutedandheentered)

Bantu:Whatisthematter,warrior?

Me:Getmyhorseoutimmediately.

Bantu:Whywouldyourideatnight,myPrince.

Me:JustdoasIask,warrior!

.

BantuleftinahurryandItookofftheheavy

royalattire.Iwarmywarriorattireandtookmy

sharpironweaponsandshield.Irushedoutside

andfoundBantualreadyonhishorse. 

.



Me:Whereareyougoing,Bantu? 

Bantu:Withyou,myPrince.Getonyourhorse

andleadtowherewearegoing. 

Me:Idonotneedyourprotection,warrior. 

Bantu:Thisisnottoprotectyou,brother.Itisto

ridewithyouandfightanydangeralongside

youasbrothersdo.Nowleadtheway. 

Me:Mythanks,brother. 

.

Igotonmyhorseandrodeintothedarknight.

ThemoonandstarsshiningbrightlyandI

wonderedifNdoniseesthebeautyinthesky.I

toldBantuwhathappenedandhesuggestedwe

ridetoherprevioushome.Heisrightandwe

rodeasfastasourhorsescouldgo.Wegotto

theorphanageafteradistanceofriding.Igot

offmyhorseandrushedtotheentranceand

knocked.Isawtheflashofacandlegoon.A

ladyspokeclearlywithfearinhervoice. 



.

Her:Whoisthereandwhatdoyouseekhereat

night? 

Me:Pleaseopen,mylady.Noharmwillcometo

you! 

Her:Iaskedwhoyouareinthedarknight? 

Me:PrinceNtsikaofthissoil,mylady. 

Her:YouwantmetobelievethatthePrince

himselfwillhonourmewithhispresence?Go

awaywitch! 

Bantu:Madam,IamtheguardofthePrince.

Openthedoor,weseeknottoharmyou.We

seekayoungmaidenbythenameof

Ndoniyamanzi. 

.

Therewasthensilenceontheothersideandit

tookgreatresistancetonotbreakthedoor

open.Irespecttheplacebecauseisraisedmy

Ndoni.Thelockfinallyturnedandthedoor



opened.Weheldourfirelightsuptoourfaces

toshowourselvestotheladyandshe

immediatelybowedwhenshesawmyface. 

.

Me:Pleaserise,mylady.(Ihelpedherstand)

Her:TowhatdoIowethishonour,myprince?

Me:Weseekayoungmaiden,Ndoniyamanzi.

Hasshecometoyou? 

Her:No,myprince.IlastsawNdoniwhenshe

leftforthepalace.Whatshamehasshedone,

myprince? 

Me:Shehasdonenoshame,mylady.Shehas

goneoutintothenightaloneandIfearforher

safety.Myapologiesforbotheringyou.Weshall

beonourwaynow. 

Her:DofindmyNdoni,myprince.Sheisapure

maidenandsavageswillhaveherwaywithher

whentheyseesheisalone. 

Me:IshallseekheruntilI'vefoundher. 



Her:Mythanks,yourhighness.

.

Welefttheentranceandrodeonourhorses

onceagain.IfonlytheladyknewthatNdoniis

nolongerdeemedpurebecauseofme.Ifeared

thatwhatshesaidmightbetrueaboutthe

savageshavingtheirwaywithher.Icannot

allowthattohappentomylady.BantuandI

searchedthenightbutwithnoluck.Iknow

Ziphosaidsheleftonherownfreewillbutmy

heartdidnotbelieveit.Irodebacktothe

mainlandandIheadedstraightforLizwi's

chamber. 

.

Me:Whereisshe?!(Igrabbedhimbytheneck)

Lizwi:Youmakeahabitofthisbrother!Whois

thissheyouspeakof?!

Me:YouknowwhoIspeakof!(Istrangledhim

andletgosohecouldspeak)



Lizwi:IfyouspeakofyourwhorethenIhaveno

knowledgeofherwhereabouts. 

Me:You'relying!! 

Lizwi:Iswearonthegravesofallourroyal

ancestors! 

Me:IfyouhaveherIwillkillyou,Lizwi.Iwill

strangleyouuntilIfeelthatyounolongerhave

apulse. 

.

IlefthimandIhadtheroyalgroundssearched

butshewasnowheretobefound.Iwenttomy

chamberandletoutacryofpainand

frustration.Howcouldshedothistoour

hearts? 

.

.

#Ndoni 

Afterthecarriagerodeforalongtimeit



stoppedandbythistimeIhavemadepeace

withdying.Iknewthatthisistheworkofthe

QueenandLizwi.Tonighttheywillfinally

succeedinstoppingthebeatofmyheart.The

heartwhoseonlysinwastofallinlovewitha

Prince.Themanwhocapturedmeheldhis

lamptohisfaceandIknowhim.Heisoneof

theroyalguards.Mytearshavealldriedup.He

tookoftheclothonmymouth.

.

Him:Youngmaiden,Iseeknottoharmyou. 

Me:Justdowhatyouwereassignedtosoit

canbeover.Takemetomyend! 

Him:Ndoni,theQueenhassentmetokillyou. 

Me:Iaminnoshockaboutthenews.Ibegof

youtomakeitquick.Stabmestraightinthe

heart. 

Him:Youhavebeennothingbutkindtomeat

thepalace,youngmaiden.Yougreetmewhen



youpassandaskhowIam.Youhavegivenme

fruitwhenIlookedtootiredtogoonwithmy

duty.Yousmileatmeandnootherservant

maidenhasdoneit.Theyseethebigscaron

myfaceandtheyfearmeorlookatmewith

disgustbutnotyou.WhenyoulookatmeIfeel

likeanormalhuman.Youdonotlookatme

witheyesofjudgement.

Me:HowcanIlookatyouwitheyesof

judgementwhenweareallflawed.Yourscar

doesnotmakeyoulesshuman.Iaskthatyou

returnmykindnesswithaquickdeath. 

Him:Iwilluntieyou,youngmaiden.Myheart

allowsmenottokillyouryourkindone.WhenI

untieyouIwantyoutorunasfastadpossible.

Me:ButwherewillIruntoatnight? 

Him:Anydirectionexpecttheonewecame

from.Ineedyoutonevergototheroyalhouse

againbecauseweshallbothsurelydie.Now

takethiswaterandrunanddonotstop. 



Me:Mythank,kindsir.Ishallnotforgetthe

mercyyouhaveshownme.Ishallneverset

footatthepalace.Youhavemypromise.

Him:Nowstarttorun,youngmaiden.Rununtil

younolongerseetheflashofmylampand

evenafterthatdonotstop.Hereiswater. 

Me:Mythanksbutwillshenotwantproofofmy

death? 

Him:I'llburnananimalandtakeit'sashesto

herandhopesheseesnodifference.Nowrun,

maiden!!(heshouted)

.

ItookthewaterfromhimandIstartedtorun.

NotknowingwhereI'mgoingorwhatwill

happentomebutIran.Ilookedbehindand

couldstillseethelittleflickerofhislampandI

ranfasteruntilitwascompletelydarkbehind

me.IranintotheforestandIheardthecriesof

manyowls.Thefearinmyheartlettearsflow

downmycheek.IthoughtofthesnakesZipho



spokeifandIkeptonrunning.Iranuntilmy

chestfeltlikeit'sonfiresoIsatdown. 

.

Voice:Runon,child(it'sShiba)

Me:Mybodyallowsmenottogoon,Shiba. 

Shiba:Ndoni,Ineedyoutogatherstrengthto

goon. 

Me:Ishallsleephereandcontinueatsunrise. 

Itookasipofthelittlewateranditwentdown

sonicely.IclosedmyeyesandIimaginedthat

I'minthegardenwithmyPrince.Laughingand

playingasheputflowersinmystubbornhair.I

feltstronghandsgrabmeandIscreamedbut

mymouthgotcovered.Onemanrippedmy

skirtopenwhiletheotherheldmedown. 

.

Me:Please,Ibegyoudonotdothis!!(Ikicked

aroundm)



Man:YouthinkI'llletpassthechancetohavea

youngmaidenwhohasnoprotectionaround

her. 

Man2:FinishIwantmyturntohaveher.Look

athowbeautifulthosethighslookinthe

moonlight(hetouchedmybreasts)

Man1:I'msuresheisstillpure!(helaughed)

.

Themanatthebottomtookhistrousersof

exposinghisdisgustingmanhood.Ikicked

aroundandheheldmedown.Justashe

positionedhimselfananimalattackedhim.The

othermanranawayscreaming.Thehalfnaked

manwaspleadingforhislifeastheanimal

attackedhim.Itookacloserlookatsawit'sa

cheetah.Iheldmytorndresstogethertohide

myexposedthighsandran,leavingmywater.I

lookedbehindandsawtheanimalafterme.I

criedandranfordearlifeuntilIhearditspeak. 

.



Voice:It'sme,Ndoniyamanzi(saidthischeetah)

Me:Shiba?(Icriedsoftly)

Shiba:Yes,child.ItoldyouthatIwasnotthe

treeintheforestbutaspiritguardian.Donot

fear,noharmshallcometoyoubutIneedyou

dorunonNdoni.Therearedarkenergiesatthis

hour. 

Me:I'mtired,Shiba.Mybodyisfailingme. 

Shiba:I'llrunwithyou. 

Me:Couldyounotgointoahorseratherthena

cheetah,Shiba?Evenadonkeywouldhavebeen

fine.(shelaughedsoftly)

Shiba:Howwouldthoseprotectyoufrom

physicalharm.Nowstopcomplaining,letusrun.

Thereisarivertodrinknotsofar.

.

IranalongsidethecheetahandI'veneverbeen

closetoonebefore.Myheartwaspained

becauseeachstepItookisastepfarfromthe



onewhohasmyheart.Wegottoariverand

drankbuthadtostandandrunonceagain.Iran

andranandran!NotknowingwhereI'mrunning

tobutIknewthatIhadtolistentoShiba

becauseifithadnotbeenforherthemen

wouldhavehadtheirwaywithme.HowIwish

Shibacouldbeahorse,IthoughtasIcontinued

torunbehindhebeautifulAfricancheetah.

.

.

#Queen Nande

Bynowthewhoreshouldbedead.Iheardthat

Ntsikahadtheroyalgroundssearchedforher.

Thislovemedicineshefedhimwillwearoff

nowthatthewhore'sheartnolongerbeat.Lizwi

cameintomychamber.

.

Lizwi:Didyouhavehertakenaway? 

Me:Evenbetter,myprince.Ihadherkilled.(we



bothsmiled)

Lizwi:Areyousurethatthejobisdone,my

Queen?

Me:IsentsomeoneItrustwiththe

assignment. 

Lizwi:I'msaddenedthatIneverhadtohavethe

maidenbutI'lllivebecauseyouaredelighted.

Me:YoucanhavemanyothermaidensbutIhad

toridourlivesofthisone,especiallyNtsika's.

HewillnowfocusonQaqamba. 

Lizwi:Hedoesnotlikeher. 

Me:Theweddingisnearandthedowryhas

beenpaidtoherfamilysohehastoacceptit. 

.

Wesatandrejoicedinourvictory.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIgavepermissionto

enter.Manqhobaenteredandbowed. 

.



Me:Rise,Manqoba(hestood)

Him:MyQueen,whatyouaskedhasbeendone.

Themaiden'sheartbeatsnolonger. 

Me:ItoldyouthatIwantproof.Givemethe

proofthatsheisnolongerofthislife. 

Him:Iburntheralive,myQueen.Itwasalong

andpainfuldeath.Ipresentherashes.(Ismiled)

Lizwi:Itisrealashes,Mother.Yourhavegotten

ridofthevirusyoucriedabout(weboth

laughed)

Me:Goandthrowthataway.Shewasrubbish

whenshelivedsoitmakessensetothrowher

asheswheretherottengarbageis. 

Him:Asyouwish,myQueen.

Me:Wait,Manqhoba!Didthewhorescreamin

agony? 

Him:Youwouldhavelovedthesoundsofagony

ifyouwerethere,yourhighness.(Ilaughed

loudlym)



Me:Good,I'mgladthatthewhorewasin

prolongedpainastheflamesmeltedherskin. 

Lizwi:You'llberewardedforyourwork,guard.

Youmayleaveus. 

Me:Don'tforgettoridofherashesinthe

rubbish. 

Him:Asyourwish,yourhighnessm..

Heleftusandwehadasmallcelebrationof

victory.Suddenlytheairinthepalacewas

lighter.IhavetopractiseformyactwhenIsee

Ntsikaatsunrise.HecannotknowthatIamthe

onewhodidthis.Hecannowmarryinpeace

thinkingthatthewhorehaslefthim.Lizwiwent

tohischamberandIgotundermycovers.I

knowthatI'llhaveasweetslumbertonight.

HowIwishIheardthewhorescreaminpain!I

smiledasIimaginedhowshewasbegginguntil

herend.IridthekingdomofthevirusasI've

saidIwill! 

#NOSI
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#Queen Nande

ThesunrosetotheskyandIgotdressedinmy

bestclothing.Suddenlythebirdssanglouder

andmorecheerfultunes.Theskyclearwithnot

asinglecloudinthesky.Iknowmostpeople

sobduetoguiltwhenguiltyofkillingbutnotme.

I'mgladthatIridthislifeofawhore.Isatand

washavinggingerwhenNtsikawalkedin.

Clearlynotpleasedwithlifeatthemoment.

.

Ntsika:Whathaveyoudonetoher? 

Me:Donetowhom,mydearprince?(Istooda

sip)



Ntsika:Donotplaymeforafool,mother.What

didyousaytoNdoniyamanzithatmadeher

leave? 

Me:Yourshallwatchyourtonewhenyou

addressme,Ntsika.I'mnotone.ofyourbattle

mates!(Istoodinanger)

Ntsika:Ishallnotapologiseforthis.Whathave

youdonetoher? 

Me:Ididnotevenknowtheservanthasleft.

Jongilehassaidnothingtome. 

Ntsika:Youneverwantedherintheroyal

house. 

Me:Ishallnotdenythatfactbecauseitistrue.

Shegaveyoulovepotionandnowthatyousay

sheisgoneyoureyeswillopen. 

Ntsika:Youmightbecapableofsuchevilsbut

donotassociateNdoniwithit.Iaskedherto

leavewithmeandgetawayfromthiskingdom.

Me:Areyoumad?! 



Ntsika:Thenewsmusthavereachedyourears

andyoudidsomethingtoherbeforeshecould

givemeananswer.

Me:Itakeoffense,Ntsika!Howdareyouimply

thatIamcapableofsuchevil?Doyounotknow

yourownmother? 

Ntsika:IfIeverfindoutthatarebehindher

departure,youshallpay.Ifanythinghappensto

heroutthere,youshallpaydearly.(hepointed

hisfingeratme)

Me:Iamnotguiltyofthecrimeyouare

accusingmeof,Ntsika.Ifyoudarespeaklike

thistomeyourfathershallhearaboutit. 

Ntsika:DoyouthinkthatIcareaboutwhatyou

andfatherthinkofmerightnow?You'veboth

cursedmewithroyalbloodandithasmade

costmethewomanofmydreams.Being

royaltyisacurse! 

Me:Wellyouneedtoacceptyourcurse

becauseyourbloodisblueandthatshallnever



change.Aprinceiswhatyouwerebornasand

aprinceiswhatyouwilldieastoo!Noamount

ofspellsandmagiccanridyouofthissocalled

curse!. 

.

Helookedatmeinangeranddisgust.I

watchedasheturnedhisbacktomeandleft.

Thislovehethinkshehasforthiswhoreis

moreseriousthanIthought.Ineededtomakea

planatoncesoIhadthePrincesssummoned

tomyjoinme.Shewalkedinandbowed.Igave

herpermissiontorise. 

.

Her:Youhavecalledforme,myQueen. 

Me:Qaqambahowmuchdoyouwishtobe

marriedtothePrince?

Her:Iwishtobemarriedtohimverymuch,my

Queen. 

Me:Thenyoushallofferyourselftohimat



sunset. 

Her:Pardon,myQueen?(shelookedatme

shocked)

Me:Isaidyouneedtoofferyourselftohimat

sunset. 

Her:ThePrinceaskedtohavemeashisonly

onceIamolder,myQueen. 

Me:Youwillbehiswife!Doyouwanthimtobe

satisfiedbywhoreswhilehewaitsforyouto

mature? 

Her:No,IwanthimtoonlyhavemebutIcan

notforcehim. 

Me:Doyouwanttowaittohavehim?

Her:Iwanthimtohavemeonthenightofour

weddingaspertraditionofroyalty. 

Me:Ifyouwanttogetmarriedtohimthenyou

needtoforgetabouttradition.Youneedtolet

himhaveyouatsunsetoryouwillhaveno

weddingnighttospeakof. 



Her:HowdoIdothat,myQueen? 

Me:Youseducehim.Allmenareweakwhen

theytouchthetenderbreastsofawoman. 

Her:I'veneverbeenwithanyonebefore.Idonot

knowhowtoseduceaman.(shelookeddown)

Me:Youtakeyourclothesofbeforehimandhe

shalldotherest.Iwillkeepyoursecret,Igive

youmypromise.Nooneshallknowthatyouare

notpureonyourweddingnight. 

Her:Whatabouttheweddingnightsheet,my

Queen.Ineedtoshowproofofmyinnocenceto

myaunties.

Me:Iwilltakecareofeverything,youneednot

worry.OnlyseducethePrinceandmakesurehe

takesyouashis. 

Her:Ishalldoasyouask,myQueen.Ishall

showthePrincemynakednessandallowhim

tohaveme.Itwillgivemegreathonour.

Me:YoualreadyspeakasatrueQueendoes.



YouwillmakeagreatQueenandbyanyluck

youshallcarryhisheirafterthebedroom

dealingsoftonight(shesmiled)

Her:Whatanhonourthatshallbe.Tohavea

youngPrincegrowinginmywomb. 

Me:Nowgoandprepareforsunset.Makesure

yousmellreallygoodandmakesurehe

touchesyourbreasts.

Her:Ishalldoasyouwish,myQueen.

.

Shestoodandleftgracefully.Ididnotthinkshe

wouldacceptmyofferbutI'mdelightedthat

shedid.HowIwishshecanconceivehisheir

tonight.IshallhaveNtsikaforgetaboutthat

Ndoniservant.AfterhehashadQaqambahe

willrealisethatallmaidenshavethesamebody.

Hewillbeaddictedtohertouchandconfuseit

forlove.Ineedtohavemybestservantattend

totheneedsofQaqambabeforesunset.Isat

andenjoyedmydrinkandthoughtabouthow



luckhasbeenonmysideallthistime.Allis

goingaccordingtothewaythatIwantitto.The

futureofthiskingdomisundermycontrol.I'll

beabletocontrolQaqambasoon.Hownaive

thisyoungPrincessisbuthermindisnotwhatI

need!

.

.

#Ntsika

MyheartisheavyandIfeellikeapartofmeleft

withNdoni.Ilongforhersomuch.Doesshe

caremoreaboutthiskingdomthenshedoes

aboutme,herownlove?Itseemsthatwhat

Ziphohastoldmeistrue.ShehasleftmeandI

shallneverseeherbeautifulfaceagain.Ishall

neversmellhersweetlavenderscentanymore.

IcamefromaroyalmeetingwiththeKingand

werodebacktotheroyalhome. 

.



Father:YoungPrince,whatseemedtobelying

soheavyonyourheart? 

Me:Whatdoyoumean,myKing? 

Father:Youwalkaroundlikeaninjuredanimal.

Areyoufearingtheclosenessofyourdayto

wed? 

Me:Ndonihaslefttheroyalgrounds,Father.

Father:Theyoungmaidenwhohasyourheart? 

Me:Yes,myKing.Iwishedforhertocomewith

metoleavethekingdombutshechosetogo

alonebecauseshefearsmyabsencewillbe

badforthekingdom. 

Father:Thismaidenofyourshasakindheart.

Sheputthepeopleofthekingdombefore

herself. 

Me:Iamupsetwithher,father. 

Father:Ntsika,yourmaidenknowsthatthe

kingdomneedsyou.Sheclearlyisawiseyoung

woman.Donotholdangerforherinyourheart.



Whatshedidwasgood.

Me:Goodforeveryonebutnotforus.

Father:Itgetsbetter,myPrince. 

Me:You'veclearlyneverloved,Father.Ilookat

QaqambaandIfeelnothingforher,nothing.My

mindknowsthatsheismyfuturebridebutmy

heartrefusestoaccepther.Themaidendoes

notthinkforherself.ShelikesallthatIsayIlike

onlytopleasemebutitannoysme. 

Father:Thatishowshewasraised. 

Me:Whenmotheraskedabouthowmany

childrenshewishestohave,Ihopedshewould

haveananswerbutagainshewantsasmany

asIwishjusttopleaseme. 

Father:Whatdoyouwishshehasspoken? 

Me:WhenIaskedmyNdonithatquestionshe

toldmeshewantsfourchildren.Twoboyand

twogirls.Shedidnotwaitformetotellhermy

answer.Sheisawomanwhoisabletothinkfor



herself.

Father:Youcannotcomparethetwomaidens,

youngPrince.Yourmaidensoundslikea

pleasantpersonbutshedoesnothavethe

bloodofroyaltyflowingthroughherveins.Ifher

bloodwasbluelikethatofours,Iwouldallow

youtowedherbutyouknowIcannotapprove

it. 

Me:Iknow,Father.Ishalltrytofindpeaceand

hopethatshewilltoo.Iwishforhertobehappy

forallherdays.

Father:Thewordsofatrueman(hetouched

myshoulders)

.

ThethoughtofNdonibeingwithanotherman

angersme.Iwantnoothermantohavemylady.

Ihadherfirstandwishtohaveherforallour

lives.Iwonderwhereissheandifsheissafe.

ThenighthasalotofdangersandIhopeno

harmhascomeherway.Wereachedthe



mainlandandIwalkedaroundthegrounds.

Timeflewbyquicklyandsunsetcame.Wehad

theusualunpleasantfamilyfeastandgot

relievedwheneveritended.Iretiredtomy

chamberwhenIheardasoftknock.Ihopedit

wasNdoni.Iroseandwenttogreetwhoeverit

is.It'sthePrincess.

.

Her:MyPrince(shebowed)

Me:Dorise,dearmaiden(shestood)

Her:MayIenter? 

Me:Youarenotallowedinmychamber. 

Her:Ibegofyoutoallowmein,myprince.(Ilet

herin)

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou? 

Her:Iwouldliketogettoknowyoubetter. 

Me:Letusgoandsit. 

.



Webothsatandtheunpleasantsilencewas

stillbetweenus.Iwaitedtohearwhatshe

wantedtoknowbutshekeptsilent.Shelooked

abituneasy,likeapersonwhoisnot

comfortable.Shesuddenlystoodandtookofall

thatshewaswearing.Exposingheryoung

nakedness.

.

Me:Whatareyoudoing,Qaqamba?(Istood)

Her:Haveme,yourhighness.

Me:HaveInotmadeitclearthatIshallonlydo

thatwhenIfeelyouarematureenough? 

Her:Youhave,myPrincebutIcannotresistthe

urgetohaveyou. 

Me:Getdressed,dearmaiden. 

Her:Whydoyounotundress,myPrince?Do

younotdesireme? 

Me:Thisisnotwhatitisabout. 



.

ShekissedmeandIwalkedback.Icannot

betrayNdoni.Shecamecloserandkissedme

againandtouchedmkhonto.Mybodyreacted

asanyyoungman'swould.Itouchedher

breastsandIfoundthattheyarestillyoungsoI

stoppedher. 

.

Me:Pleaseleavemychamber.

Her:NyPrince,it... 

Me:Itwasanorder(Icuthershortinastern

voice)

Her:Whatkindofamanareyou?Howcanyou

resistawoman'snakedness?

.

IkeptquietbecauseIknewI'dsaythingsthat

willbreakherlittleheart.Sheworeherclothing

andleftmychamber.Icanresisthernakedness

becauseIstillcravethatofmylove.Ndoni's



breastsaretenderandwarm.Nipplessobig

andbrownthattheylookliketheygotdippedin

chocolate.ItookofmyattireandIwas

disappointedatmkhontoforreacting.I

wonderedifthismaidenisreallypurebecause

sheofferedherselftofreelyandI'mnoteven

herlover.Ilookedourmtatthestarsandmoon

andstillmyheartlongsforNdoni.Shelovesit

whenthestarslightthenightsky.Iwishshe

couldreturnsoIcouldembraceherinmyarms.

Howdoesthisbeautifulmaidenexpectmeto

goon? 

.

.

#Ndoni

Ihavebeenwalkingalldayandallnightlong.

HungryandexhaustedbutShibawon'tallowme

torest.Shewouldonlyleadmetowater.My

feetswollenandfullofblister.Thepainwasso

unbearablethatIcriedoutloud.



.

Me:Icannotgoon,Shiba(Isaidslowlyandsat)

Shiba:Wehaveto,child.Youarealmostthere. 

Me:Where? 

Shiba:Youwilkhaveknowledgeofwherewhen

wereachthere? 

Me:Shiba,whatwasmydestinyatthepalace?

WasittomeetNtsika? 

Shiba:Itwillallbeclear,child.Youhadtotake

thejourneytothepalacebeforegoingonto

yournext. 

Me:Iwishtodienow,Shiba.Allowthetigerto

putit'ssharpteethinmyneckuntilIamno

more.Ibegofyou(Icried)

Shiba:Idonotkill,Ndoni.Imostcertainlywill

notkilltheoneI'mmeanttoprotect.Weallhave

purpose,Ndoni.Mineistohavenoharmcome

toyouandyouareyettohaveyoursrevealedto

you.Butyouneedtogetup. 



Me:Mybodyisfailingandmyheartlongsfor

thePrince. 

Shiba:Iknowthatyourheartisheavybutitis

night,Ndoni.Yousawlastnighthowdangerous

thenightis.Risechild.

Me:Icannotwalk,Shiba.Myfeetarewounded. 

.

IsuddenlyfeltlikeIcouldnotbreath.Mybody

wentstiffandtheairarounduschanged.Itfelt

heavyandfullofevil.Myteethwereclenched

togetherasIlaystiffofthegrassunableto

move. 

.

Shiba:Evilenergieshavesensedyourgood

presence,Ndoniyamanzi.Thisistheirtimeof

thedayandtheyaretryingtokillyou.Tryto

fightitNdoni.Itistoostrongformetofightit

alone.Ifyouremainlikethatyouwilldie.Ineed

youtofightandrunsothatIcandealwithit,



childoritwillconsumeyou. 

.

Iwastryingmybesttomoveandfightbutmy

bodyfailedmyspirit.Ilaytherethinkingmaybe

it'sbestthatIgiveupbutsomethinginme

wouldnotallowme.Ifoughttosnapoutofthe

statuestateIfoundmyselfinandIknewShiba

isalsotryingherbesttohelp.Ifinallyhad

controlovermybodyagainandIstoodupand

ran.MyfeetburningwithpainbutIdidnotgive

up.Ihaveneverfeltthepresenceofimpure

energiesandIwishtoneverfeelitagain.Ifell

whilerunningandIsawthatmyfeetare

bleeding.Ifeltmybodygrowweakanditcould

nottakemeanyfuture. 

.

Shiba:RiseNdoni,child.Ifailtocarryyouinthe

physical.

Me:Iwanttodie,Shiba.Allowthistobemyend.

(Icriedabittercry)



Shiba:Ican't,child. 

Me:Ican'tgoanyfuture.Myfeetarebleeding.I

havebeenusingthemsincelastnightandnotit

isthenightofanewday. 

Shiba:Wearealmostthere,yourdestinyawaits,

Ndoniyamanzi.Rise,child!Letthestrengththat

dwellsinyoucarryyou. 

.

IstoodslowlybutmyfeethurtsoIfelldown

again.Isobbedlikeanewbornbabyafteritis

born.HowcruelcantheQueenbe?Iwouldhave

gonefromherkingdomonmyownwillbutnow

Ihavetosufferlikethis.Istoodonceagainand

heldontomyfurrycompanion.Isawnyblood

filledhandprintonthisbeautifulanimal'sfur

andIknewit'sfrommyfeet.Iletoutacryof

agonywitheachstepthatItook.Itriedto

channelthisstrengthShibaspeaksofandI

startedtowalkfastuntilIstartedtorun.I

thoughtaboutmyPrincesothatmyfocus



couldnotbeonthepainI'min.Thinkingabout

thesoundofhislaughmadethepainnumb.I

ranandranandranonceagain.Untilmybody

couldnolonger.NotevenShiba'swordsof

encouragementcouldgetmetogoon.I

collapsedonthedrygrassandIfeltitstingmy

faceasIdroppeddown.Isawthecheetahrun

awayandIwasleftalone.AfterawhileIsaw

movementstowardsmeandIrealiseditistwo

cheetah's.Theotheronewassobigandit

lookedstrong.Iturnedtolayonmybackand

lookedatthestars.Howbeautifultheyshinein

theclearnightsky!Ilayhopingthatmywarrior

islookingatthesamestarsasIamand

rememberme.Thetwowildanimalswerenear

andmyeyesshutslowly.Iknewthatmyendis

here,Iwaitedtofeelthesharpclawsofoneof

African'sstrongestbeastspiercemyskinand

notonlyoneofthembuttwo.Ifellasleepnot

knowingwhatwillbecomeofmenextbutIhad

nocareforwhatmightbenext.Iwanteditallto



end. 
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#Ntsika

ThreesunsetshavegoneandIcannotstop

thinkingaboutthenightthePrincessoffered

herselftome.ItmademerealisethatIwishnot

tomarrytothemaiden.Sheisfartooyoungfor

me.IaskedfortheKingandQueentojoinmein

thecouncilchamberatonce.Theywalkedin

andIrosetomeetthem. 

.

Father:Thematterwearehereforhasbetterbe

ofimportance,Ntsika.(hesatinhisroyalchair)



Mother:IagreewiththeKing.Wehaveroyal

meetingstoattendto.

Me:Ishallnotkeepyou,myKingandQueen.I

havecalledforyoutotellyouthatInolonger

wishtowedthemaidenchosen.(Motherstood

inshock)

Mother:Ishallnotallowit.MyKingspeakto

yoursonatonce!(sheshouted)

Father:Youmaysit,myQueen.Itseemsthe

Princestillholdswordsinhisheart. 

Mother:ButXha... 

Father:Itwasanorder(hespokeinagentleyet

sterntone)

Mother:Asyouwish.(shesatbackdown)

Father:Goon,youngPrince.

Me:Mythanks,Father.Iwishnottowedthis

maidenbecausesheisyoung. 

Mother:IgotmarriedtotheKingatthatage.



Yourreasonsarenotvalid,Ntsika! 

Me:IamnottheKingandIdonotwishtobe.

Nooffensetoyou,myKing. 

Father:Itakenooffense.

Me:Iwanttobewedtoamaidenwhohas

reachedmaturity.IdonotwishtowaituntilI

produceanheirbutIdonotwishtohavea

maidenwhoistooyoungeither. 

Mother:Sheisdeemedawomanbyolder

woman.Herbodyisreadytoproduceandcarry

anheir,myKing. 

Me:Iwillnottouchthatyoungmaiden! 

Father:Isitamaturemaidenyouseek? 

Me:Yes,FatherandIaskthatyouhonouryour

eldestwithamaidenwhohalesfromabetter

kingdom.IfwewantMhlabaOchumileyoto

gainstrength,doesitnotmakesensetobuild

analliancewithakingdomofthesame

ranking? 



Mother:WehavealreadyhonouredQaqamba's

familywithdowry,myKing.WhichPrincewill

wanttowedheriftheythinksheisadisgraced

maiden? 

Father:Haveyouhadbedroomdealingswith

thismaiden?

Me:Ihavenot,Father.Ifthismaidenistruly

pureshewillnothaveaproblemwithgettinga

suitorbestforher. 

Mother:Whatashameyouwillbringtothe

kingdom!Ihavespokenofthecelebrationswith

otherroyalties. 

Father:Weshallhavethemaidenbereturnedto

herhomesoil.IagreewiththePrince.Heis

worthytowedaPrincessmaidenwhocomes

fromrichersoil.Itwillbeofthebenefitofthis

kingdom.

Mother:WhereshallIfindthisnewmaiden?

Mostkingdomsdonothavemaidens!



Father:Yousucceededinfindingamaidenofa

kingdomwhohasnosignificance.Surelyyou

canfindaPrincessofastrongkingdomeasily.

Weoweoureldestthathonour. 

Mother:Thisweighsheavilyonmyheartbutthe

Kinghasspoken.Ishallseekamaidenofa

betterkingbutyoushallwedthisoneNtsika. 

Me:Ishallnotcomplain,MyQueen.Ifshehales

fromakingdomofgoodrankingandhasreach

maturity,Ishallwedher. 

Father:Shallthatbeall,youngPrince?The

QueenandIhavedutiestoseeto. 

Me:Thatshallbeall.Mythanksforyourtime. 

Mother:Gowell.myPrince. 

.

Istoodandleftthem.Themaidenshallbeheart

brokenbutifsheispureasshehassaidthen

herkingdomshallseekandfindanotherPrince

towedher.BantuandIrodeonourhorsesto



thefarms.Thesoilofthiskingdomproduces

suchbeauties.Thefarmworkerswouldbow

andriseasmyhorsewouldpassthem.Iwould

raisemyarmingreeting.

.

Bantu:Youaretheprinceofthepeople.(we

bothlaughed)

Me:Ishallacceptthecompliment. 

Bantu:MyPrinceshallyoustopgoingonbattle

onceyouhavewed? 

Me:IknowtheKingandQueenwishforittobe

likethatbutIamawarriorasmuchasIama

Prince.Iaskedtobewedtoanotherbride. 

Bantu:Doesyourrequesthavetodowiththe

maiden,Ndoni?

Me:Ishalllearntomakepeacewithnothaving

Ndoniasmine.Myheartholdsangerforher.

Sheleftwithnofarewelltome,themanwho

loveshermost. 



Bantu:Wouldyouhavegavenpermissionfor

hertobidyoufarewell,myPrince? 

Me:Iloveher,Bantu. 

Bantu:Youshalllearntopassonthatloveto

yournewbride. 

Me:Ishallonlyhope,warrior.Princess

Qaqambahasnotreachesmaturity.Ineeda

maidenwhocanspeakforherselfandhave

conversationswithme.Allshedoesissay

wordstopleasemeandwehaveunpleasant

silences. 

Bantu:Iwishforyournewbridetohavewhat

youseek. 

Me:HaveyougonetoZiphoandtoldherthat

shehasyourheart?(Ilaughed)

Bantu:Ifearsheshallrejectme,MyPrince. 

Me:Awarriorsfearnothing,brother. 

Bantu:Thisisadifferentkindofbattle.(we

laughed)



Me:Iknowwhatyouspeakof,warrior.The

battlesoftheheartarenoteasy. 

.

IfonlyBantuhadknowledgeofthefactthatmy

heartonlyseeksonemaidenbutIcannothave

her.ShehasleftmewithanemptinessInever

thoughtastrongmansuchasmyselfcouldfeel.

EverythingonthefarmsseemedwellandIhope

itshallremainthatway.Agricultureisthecore

ofthiskingdom.Irodebacktotheroyalhouse

andhadtheyoungmaidensummoned.She

walkedtomeandbowed. 

.

Me:Rise,dearPrincess(shestood)

Qaqa:Youhavecalledforme,myPrince.

Me:HastheQueenspokentoyou?

Qaqa:Shehastoldmethatyounolongerwish

towedme.Isitbecauseofmyconductthe

othernight? 



Me:No,itisnot,youngmaiden.Ineverwished

tobewedtoyou.Youarefartooyoungforme. 

Qaqa:ButthisistheperfectageforaPrincess

towed.Ishallbeabletogiveyouhealthyheirs. 

Me:MaybeanotherPrincemightnothavea

problemwithyouryoungnaturebutIdo. 

Qaqa:Doyouknowtheshamethisshallbring

tomypeople? 

Me:Youarepure.Areyounot,youngmaiden?

Qaqa:Yes,myPrince. 

Me:ThenanyPrinceshallbehonouredtohave

youastheirbridebutIamnotthatPrince. 

Qaqa:Ifthatiswhatyouwish,I'llaccept.

Me:Donotgoaroundspreadingliestoyour

kingdomsayingIhavehadyouasmine. 

Qaqa:Ishallneverdisgraceyournamelikethat.

MayIbeexcused? 

Me:Gowell,youngmaiden. 



.

Sherosetoherfeetandwalkedoutslowly.It

laysheavyonmethatIhadtodisappointher

butIhadnochoice.Iamgladsheofferedto

giveherselftome.Caressingherbreastshave

mademerealisethatsheistooyoungtowed.

Herinabilitytoholdagrownconversationis

annoying.HopefullytheKingandQueencan

findmeabetterbride.Abridewhohasakind

heartandastrongmind.Perhapsabridewhois

atleasthalfthewomanmyNdoniyamanziis.

Thatwayteachingmyhearttoloveherwillbe

easier.Theheartthatrefusestostoplonging

forthemaidenithaschosen. 

.

.

#Queen Nande

Ntsika'scomplaintaboutthematurityofthe

Princessiscausingmetroubles.Hehasnoidea

howdifficultfindingaroyalmaidenis.Her



familyhastoagreetoanalliancewithMhlaba

Ochumileyoandittakesendlessnegotiationsto

reachsuch.Qaqambawaseasybecauseher

kingdomwasdesperate.Ihaveagreedtothe

requestbecausethatwhorewhodistractedhim

isnomore.IsawthePrincesscomefrom

Ntsika'schamber.Igrabbedherbythearmand

gaveherafright.

.

Qaqa:QueenNande.

Me:Youhavefailedtodowhatiseasyforall

maidens.

Qaqa:IhaveacceptedthatthePrincedoesnot

desireme. 

Me:Onlybecauseyoucouldnotusethegiftof

yourwomanhood.Nowyoushallgobackto

thatplaceyoucallakingdom.

Qaqa:Itakeoffense,myQueen.Mykingdom

mightnotbeasbigandprosperousasyourself



butitisdeemedworthytobeakingdom.

Me:Itwouldhavebeenagreatkingdomifithad

arelationshipwithmykingdombutbecauseof

yourfailureyoushallneverknowthat.Youhave

robbedyourkingdomofsomuchpower.Doyou

realisehowimportantpoweristoakingdom?!.

Qaqa:Permissiontoleaveplease,nyQueen.

Nothingkeepsmeherenolonger. 

Me:Goandtakeyourfilthyrags.Ishallhave

youandyourpeopletakenbackwhereyouhale

from. 

Qaqa:Youwordsareunkind,myQueen.(she

startedtocry)

Me:Idonotcareifyoufilltheriversandocean

withyourtears.Youareafailureandyoudeem

yourselfawoman.NowonderNtsikadoesnot

deemyouasmature. 

Qaqa:Ifeelpityforthemaidenwhoshallmarry

yoursonandhaveyouashermother.



Me:Ifeelpityforthemanwhoshallwakeup

nexttoyouruglyfaceateachsunriseforallhis

days!

.

Iraisedmyvoiceastearsrolleddownher

cheeks.Sherantothedirectionofherchamber.

Iwantheroutbysunset.Whattypeofmaiden

failstoseduceaman?Surelyonlyweakones!

Lizwiapproachedlookingupset.

.

Liziwi:WhatisitIhearofNtsikagettinganew

maiden?

Me:Itistrue.Thekinghasapprovedit. 

Lizwi:Shallmybrothergetawaywitheverything

inthishouse? 

Me:Youknowwecannotgoagainsttheorders

ofyourfather.Thewhoreisdeadsoshouldyou

careaboutwhenheweds?.

Lizwi:Whatshallhappenifanotherservant



maidengetshisheart. 

Me:Ishallkillhertoo. 

Lizwi:Wastheplannottowedmetoamaiden

fromamorepowerfulkingdomthenthatof

Lizwi's? 

Me:Stopgoingonlikeaspoiledboy.Ishall

seekgoodmaidensforbothmysons. 

.

Heleftinsuchahurry.Iwenttohavetheroyal

advisergatherwithmeandhelpmechoose

anothermaiden.ThisshallnotbeeasybutI

havenochoice.Surelythereshallbeaworthy

kingdomwithaPrincessthathasreached

maturity.Anheirmustbebornsoonbecause

NtsikaisnolongerayoungPrince.Heshould

havebeenwedbynow.IneedtofindaPrincess

thatcanbeundermycontrol.Icannothavea

maidenwhowillmakelifeformeheredifficult. 

.



.

#Ndoni

MythoughtshavegonetothenightIlayinthe

openfieldbleeding.IcouldhearvoicesbutI

thoughtthatImustbewherepeoplewhohave

mettheirendare.Iwokefrommysleepand

wasgreetedwitharoofthathascheetah

drawingonit.Italllookedsobeautiful,liketrue

expensiveart.ThevoicesgotlouderandIsaw

twowomanapproach. 

.

Woman1:Shehaswokenup,myQueen.(they

ranandkneltbymyside)

Woman2:Ncedisile,areyousurethatitisher?

Wonan1:Shehasthemarkings,yourhighness,

look.(sheliftedmyarm)

Woman2:Youngmaiden,whatisyourname?

Me:Ihavenotstolenanything,mylady.Igive

youmypromise.Letmegoplease,Iseekno



trouble(Istartedtocry)

Woman2:Ionlyaskedforyourname.Iamnot

accusingyouofanysin. 

Me:Ndoniyamanzi,mylady.Igobythenameof

Ndoniyamanzi(Isaidsoftly)

Woman1:Itistrulyher,myQueen. 

.

Theotherladystoodandcoveredherfacewith

herhands.SheletoutacryandIfearedthatI

mighthavehurther.Shewipedhertearsand

lookedatme.Shetookmyfaceintoherhands

andlookedatme.Shesmiledandateaeof

hersfellonmyforehead.Shewipeditoffand

kissedthetopofmyhead.ConfusionwasallI

amfeelingandabitoffear. 

.

Her:IamQueenNobubele.TheQueenof

Zwelihle. 

Me:Myapologiesfornotbowing,myQueen(I



wantedtobowbutshestoppedme)

Her:Youneednotbow.Itisnotthewayof

Zwelihle.NcedicallintheKing. 

Ncedi:Ishallwithpleasure,myQueen(she

lookedatme,smiledandleft)

.

MyheartwasnowbeatingsofastthatIfeared

itwouldstop.TheyaregoingtocalltheKing!I

musthavedonesomethingwrongbuthaveno

memoryofit.TheQueenofZwelihlehelpedme

situp.Amanjoinedus,clearlyhisattireisthat

ofroyalty.Byhissideisacheetah,abigone

anditwasfollowedbyasmallerone.The

smalleronecametomeandIjumped.

.

Queen:Calm,child.Sheshallnotharmyou. 

.

Thebeastcametomeandputit'sheadonmy

legandIhearditgrowl.Iwasshiveringlikea



leafonawindydaybutitdidnothingtome.The

KingwalkedinandIstoodfastandbowed. 

.

King:Standonyourfeet,child.Bowingisnot

thewayofthissoil.(Istood)

Me:Myapologies,myKing.I'veneverbeento

thissoil.

Ncedi:Youhavebeenhere,youngmaiden. 

Queen:Myking,itisher. 

King:Ihadknowledgeofthatwhenthecheetah

camewithher.Youlookafraid,child.

Me:Iamjustaservant,myKing.Idonotknow

whyIhavethehonorofbeinginyourpresence.

Soyes,myheartisfulloffear. 

Ncedi:ShehasthemarkingsandIhelpedthe

Queenbringhertothislife.Iknowhermarkings,

myKinganditisasthoseofthePrinces. 

Queen:Ndoniyamanzi,youaremorethenjusta



servant.YouarethePrincessofthesoilof

Zwelihle.APrincessofthemostpowerful

dynastyonAfricansoil. 

.

Mymindfeltlikeitwasabouttocloseofffrom

allthatlives.Itcannotbetrue!Imustsurelybe

attheplacewherethedeadare.Itistheonly

explanation.Theyoungcheetahstillhadmy

bloodhandprintonit'sback.Itstoodanditlet

outthecryofacheetahandtheotherthat

walkedinwiththeKingalsogaveoutamore

powerfulcryandtheybothbowedbeforeme.I

wantedtohearShibatellmetowakeupand

runthatIaminadeepslumberanddreaming.I

couldnotthinkstraight.AmItrulymorethen

justaservant? 

#NOSI
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#Ndoni

Didthisroyalfamilyjustclaimmeastheir

daughter?Itcannotbepossible!Ilookedatthe

Queenandsawthemostbeautifulwomanever.

Shecametoembracemeandshefeltwarm. 

.

Me:Myapologies,yourhighnessbutIamnot

whoyouseek(Ifinallymanagedtosay)

King:Mydaughter,Iknowthatyouareconfused

butyouarewhowesayyouare. 

Me:Howshallyouhaveknowledgeofthat,my

King? 

Queen:Yournamewasgiventoyoubyme. 

King:Youalsohavethebirthmarkingofroyalty.

AllthetrueroyaloffspringofZwelihlehave

suchamarkasthisone.(sheshowedmehis



birthmark)

Me:Ihaveanidenticaloneundermyarm.Itis

alsointheshapeofastar. 

Queen:Youtwobrothershavethesamebirth

markingstoo(shesmiled)

Ncedi:Yourhighness,youalsohavemarkings

onyourleftleg.Threestripes,twoshortones

andalongone.Igavethosemarkingstoyou. 

Me:Idonotunderstand.

Queen:Ncediwasthemaidenwhohelpedme

givebirthtoyou.Themaidenwhohelpsaroyal

persongivebirthgivesthebabyuniquemarks

afteritisborn.Itissothatshecanidentifyyou

too.

Ncedi:Iknowitisyou,yourhighnessbecauseI

knowthemarkingsIgaveyou.

Me:No,itmustallbeamistake.Icannotbe

whoyouseek. 

.



Ilookedatthemandranout.Ididnotknowthis

royalhousebutallIneednowisaplacethat

willleadmeoutofit.IfoundanescapeandI

ranoutintoroyalgrounds.IranuntilIreaches

theopenfield.Myheartisheavywithpainand

confusion.

.

Shiba:Whereareyourunningto,child? 

Me:Takemeawayfromhere,Shiba!(Isaid

whilerunning)

Shiba:Thisisyourhome,yourhighness.

Me:Donotcallmethat!Iamaorphananda

servant. 

Shiba:Thosearejustrolesyouhadtofilluntil

youfindyourtrueidentity.Youareroyalty,

Ndoni.Yourbloodisblue,child. 

Me:Idonotunderstandallofthis,Shiba. 

Shiba:GobacktotheKingandQueen.They

shallmakethingsabitclearer.Whydoyou



thinkthePrincefellinlovewithyou,child?Itis

becauseyourbloodisasblueashis.Stop

runningandgoback,Ibegifyou. 

.

Istoppedrunningandfelltothegrass.Tears

flewfreelyfrommyeyestomycheeks.The

cheetahfollowedmeanditburiedit'sfacein

myneck. 

.

Me:Shiba,areyouthecheetah? 

Shiba:Icanneverbetrappedinflesh,child.I

chosethatcheetahforyou.Gobacktotheroyal

groundsandallshallbeclearer. 

.

Ilookedintotheeyesofmynewcompanion.

TheeyeswerebrownandshinnyandIsaw

kindnessinit'seyes.Ibrushedthefurunderit's

neckandisletoutasoftgrowlandclosedit's

eyes.Istoodonmyfeetandwalkedslowly



back.Thekingandhisbeastwaitingformehalf

way.WhatabigmantheKingis!Bothhimand

hisQueenlookbeautiful.HowcantheythinkI'm

theirproduct?Ifinallyapproachedhimandhe

smiled.

.

King:Myapologiesformakingyourheartheavy,

deardaughter. 

Me:Myking,permissiontoaskaquestion

please. 

King:Ask,dearPrincess. 

Me:WhywasthePrincessofthissoilnaturedin

anorphanage?

King:LetusgowheretheQueenis.Weshall

makethingsclearer. 

.

Ourbeastsledthewayandwefollowed.The

Queenroseandjumpedtoembracemeandshe

cried.Hertearsmademineflowtoo.I'venever



felttheembraceofamotherbeforethis. 

.

Queen:Myblossom,theKingandIhadno

choicebuttoletyougo. 

Me:Why,myQueen?

King:Whenyouwereborntherewasanevil

crimeagainstmaideninfants.Daughtersof

otherhouseholdswouldbestolenandkilled.

Someonetriedtoentertheroyalhousetotake

youtoobutMlilomanagedtostophim. 

Me:WhoisMlilo? 

King:Itismycheetah.Weknewthatyourlife

wasinharmswayaslongasyouremainin

Zwelihle. 

Queen:Wehadtoletyougo,Ndoni.Itweighed

heavyonourheartsbecauseyouaretheonly

daughterwehavebutitwasbettertohaveyou

raisedbystrangersthenbekilledbysavages. 

King:Wegaveyoutooneofthepalaceguards



andassignedhimtotakeyouawayfromthis

soil.Hewastoldtotelltheoneshewouldleave

youwithyournamebutneveryourtitle.We

fearedifhetoldthemyouarethePrincessof

Zwelihleitwouldputyourlifeatharmsway

onceagain. 

Me:Didthisguardnotgiveyouknowledgeof

whereheleftme? 

Queen:No,hedisappearedafterheleftwithyou.

Wethinkhegotkilledonhiswaybacktothe

royalgrounds.

Me:Whatwasthereasonfortheinfantkilling?

King:Theirinnocentbloodwasusedforeviland

yoursisbluesotheyweredeterminedtoget

you. 

Me:Suchevil(Icried)

Queen:Notallwhowalkthissoilareofgood

hearts,myBlossom.Ourapologiesfornot

nurturingyou,mydaughter.Weloveyou,



Ndoniyamanzi. 

King:Weknewyourheartstillbeatsbecause

wecouldfeelitbutwehadnoknowledgeof

yourwhereabouts.

Me:IwasatanorphanageintheKingdomof

UmhlabaOchumileyo.ItisthesoilthatIthought

washome. 

King:YouareofthesoilofZwelihle.Youarethe

secondbornchildofKingXololandileand

QueenNobubele. 

Queen:Youhaveabrotherbornbeforeyou.His

nameisBukhosiandyouhaveonebornafter

you.HeisNtandoyabantu. 

Me:Dotheyhaveknowledgeofme?(they

smiled)

King:Yestheydo.Theylikeusheldhopeintheir

heartsthatyouwouldcometousagain. 

Queen:Ishallhavethehelpersprepareafeast

forus.TheyPrinceshastomeettheirsister



oncetheyreturntoroyalgrounds. 

Me:Ihaveneverbeenapartofaroyalfeast.(I

saidsoftly)

King:Fromnowyoushallhaveafeast

wheneveryouwish,deardaughter. 

Me:Mythanks,myKing.MyQueenmayIask

foranotherembrace. 

.

Shesmiledandsheheldmetightlyandthis

timeIheldhertoo.Tearsflowingdownbothour

cheeks.Theembraceofamotherfeelsso

specialandfulloflove.Shekissedmycheeks

manytimesandsmiled. 

.

King:TheKingalsoaskspermissionto

embracehisonlydaughter. 

Me:Ofcourse,myKing. 

.



IsmiledandIfelthisstrongembracearound

myshoulders.Iheldtightlyathisbroadwaist

andinhisembraceIfeltsafetyandlove. 

.

Queen:Ncedi,showthePrincesstoherprivate

chamber. 

Me:MyKing,thecheetahfollowsme

everywhere.(theylaughedsoftly)

King:Sheisyourprotector,mydaughter.She

waschosenforyoubyShiba. 

Me:YouknowofShiba?(myeyeswidened)

King:SheistheguardianofthisKingdom.Shiba

choosesourdestinyforus. 

Me:Sheknewaboutmywhereabouts.Whyhas

shenotletyouknow?. 

Queen:Itmeansthatwewerenotsupposeto

knowaboutyouuntilshedecidedthatitistime.

Shibaknowyourfutureandwhatwillhappen

beforeweevenknowthatitshallhappen. 



King:Youhavetogiveyourcheetahaname.

Shegoeswhereyougobutifyouorderherto

staysheshalldoasyousay.Sheshallnever

harmyoubutwillharmthosewhowishto

causeyouharm.

Me:Iunderstand,myKing 

Queen:Donotfear,myblossom.Weshalltell

youthewaysofthiskingdom.Fornowgoand

restbeforethefeast.

King:Restwell,deardaughter.

Me:Mythanks,myKing.

Ncedi:Comewithme,yourhighness..

IwalkedbehindNcediandmycompanion

walkedbesideme.Wegottotheothersideif

theroyalhouseandsheopenedthedoor.The

sizeofthischamberisbiggerthenthe

orphanage.Theroofalsohadthecheetahart. 

.

Me:Ncedi,whydotheychoosethecheetah?



(shesmiled)

Ncedi:Itisthespiritanimalofyourfamily.Have

youthoughtofwhatyoushallcallher?

Me:No,Ihavenot.Iamhopingsheshalltellme

herself.(shelaughed)

Ncedi:Ishallleaveyoualonetorestnow. 

Me:Mythanks,Ncedi.

.

SheleftmealoneandIlookedatmychamber.

NotevenNtsika'sisthisbig.HowImisshim!I

atesomeofthefruitleftformeandIcouldnot

believethatINdoniyamanziisaroyalmaidenof

aKingdommuchstrongerthanthatIwasa

servantmaidenat.IgotawetclothandIwiped

ofthebloodfromthecheetah.Shesatstilland

allowedmetocleanher. 

.

Me:WhatshallIcallyou?Youareafastrunner.

HowaboutMbaleki? 



.

ItletoutacheetahcryandItookitasasignof

acceptance.IshallcallherMbaleki.Igotonthe

softsheetsandIclosedmyeyes.Timeflew

andIwokeup.Ilookedupandcouldseeit's

sunset.TherewasaknockandIallowed

permissiontoenter.ItisNcedi.

.

Ncedi:Yourhighness(shebowedherhead)

Me:IsthatthewayofgreetinghereatZwelihle?

Ncedi:Yes,itis.Webowourheadsonce.What

wasitlikewhereyoucomefrom?

Me:Iusedtobowonmykneesbeforeroyalty

there.ItwasverytiringbutIhadnochoice.(she

laughed)

Ncedi:Younolongerhavetobow,your

highness.Evenroyalsofotherkingdomsbowto

theRoyalFamilyofZwelihle.Thatishowstrong

theKingdomofyourfatheris.ShallIhelpyou



getreadyforthefamilyfeast? 

Me:Ishallmanage,Ncedi.Arethosethe

clothesIshallwear?

Ncedi:Yes,anddonotforgetaboutthegold

jewelry. 

Me:IsawtheQueenwearingit,itlooksso

beautiful.I'veneverhadjewelryonmybody

before. 

Ncedi:Youshallgetusedtothewayofdoing

things,yourhighness. 

Me:Mythanksfortheclothing.

.

SheleftmeandsodidMbaleki.Itookoffthe

cloththatiswrappedaroundmybodyandI

bathed.Iputonthebodybutterafterfinishing.I

havetomakemyownlavenderbodybutter

soon.Iworetheclothesanditfeltheavier

becauseitwasexpensivematerial.Iworethe

necklaceandbracelets.Icouldnotbelievethat



I'minroyalattire.WhydidShibanotleadme

herefirstbeforeshemadememeetNtsika?

TheKingknockedandIlethimin.

.

Me:HaveIkeptyouwaitingtoolong,myKing?

(hesmiled)

King:No,mydaughter.Ihavecometotakeyou

tothefeast. 

Me:Iamnotworthyofthehonor.

King:Youaremydaughter,Ndoni.Thefirstand

lastone.Youareworthyofallthatisinthis

Kingdom.Shallwego,beautifulmaiden? 

Me:Yes,Father.(hesmiledindelight)

King:Haveyougivenyourcheetahaname? 

Me:IcalledherMbaleki.Sherunsfast,myKing.

Isawthenametobefittingforher(helaughed)

King:Ifshegaveyouthecryofthecheetahthen

itshowsherheartacceptsit. 



Me:ShedidbutIstillneedtogetusedtoher

presence.Dootherroyaltiesknowofthem?

King:WeareidentifiedbyotherKingdomsby

ourcheetahs.Theygowherewego.

Me:IcannotbelieveIamyourdaughter.(he

smiled)

King:Onceyoulearnallthewaysofour

Kingdomandgettoknowtheroyalfamilyyour

heartshallbelieveitbecauseyoursoulknew

longagothatyouareaPrincess.Iloveyou,my

daughter.

Me:AndIyou,myKing(Ismiled)

.

HeheldouthisarmandIputminearoundit.

Ntsikaistheonlymanwhohasshownmethis

kindnessbutnowitfeelsgoodtohaveitfrom

themanIcomefrom.Hespeaksalotandloves

tolaugh.Wewalkedintoanotherchamberand

thetablewasfilledwithroyalfood.TheQueen



stoodwithtwoboys.Theyoungeronecame

runningandembracedme. 

.

Him:Mother,shelookslikeyou. 

Queen:Sheshemorebeautifulthanme. 

King:ThisrighthereisNtandoyabantu.The

brotherwhocomesafteryou. 

Me:Itisanhonourtomeetyou,Ntando. 

Ntando:Thehonourismine,sister.King:Thisis

yourolderbrotherandfuturekingofZwelihle,

Bukhosi. 

Bukhosi:Wehavebeenwaitingforthismoment

sinceweheardofyou,sister.Whatanhonour

tobestandingbeforeyou(heembracedme)

Me:Thehonourismine,brother.(aladyholding

ababywalkedin)

Bukhosi:Thisismywife,PrincessZinzileand

ourdaughtertheyoungPrincessZoleka.



Me:Itisanhonourtomeetbothofyou.

Zinzi:Youaresuchabeautifulmaiden,Princess

Ndoni. 

Me:Mythanks. 

Ntando:SheistheQueen'syoungertwin(weall

laughed)

Me:Father,Mbalekihasgone. 

King:Sheisoutintheforesttohunt.Theyshall

return. 

Me:Shalltheynothuntforhumans? 

Bukhosi:No,theyonlyfeedonanimals.Donot

fearforthelivesofthepeople.

Queen:Sheisalreadythinkingaboutthewell-

beingofthepeople.AtruePrincess.

King:Itrunsthroughherveins,myQueen.Let

ussitandenjoythefoodbeforeus. 

Ntando:Ndoni,I'llshowyoutheKingdomat

sunrise.Wouldyoulikethat?



Me:Iwouldlovethat,Ntando. 

Bukhosi:Youtwoshallnotleavemebehind. 

Ntando:Waitforaninvitation,brother.(we

laughed)

King:Justdonotmakemydaughterwalktoo

farorthereshallbetrouble.

Me:Idonotmind,Father.Iwanttoseethesoil

thatIwasbornin. 

.

TheKingtookhisseatattheheadofthetable

andwesatdowntoo.Ihaveneverseenso

muchfood.ItwasallgoodandIamsuremy

stomachwillbeshockedtobegreetedbysuch

afeast.Mybrothershavewelcomedmewell

andwewereallhappy.IwastoobutImissmy

Prince.Wehadgreattalksandlaughedalot.I

feltlikeIbelongforthefirsttimesinceIleftthe

orphanage.Thefeastcametoanendbutwe

satandtalkedforalongtime.Wetalkeduntil



weheardtheroostercrowandweknewitwas

almostsunrise.Wewereabouttoretiretoour

chambersbutZolekawokeupandcried

uncontrollably.

.

Bukhosi:Maybesheishungry,Zinzi. 

Zinzi:ButIjustfedher,myPrince. 

King:Ihopethechildisnotill.Thatwouldlay

heavyonmyheart. 

Queen:Shedoesnothaveafewer.Whatcould

bethematterlittleZoleka?

Me:MayIholdherplease.

Zinzi:Idoubtsheshallcalmbutyoucantry,my

sister. 

.

ItookZolekaandbrushedherbackgently.I

walkedaroundwithherandshecalmeddown.

ShestoppedcryingandIheldheruntilshefell



asleep.Igaveherbacktohermother.

.

Zinzi:Mythanks,Ndoni.Ididallthatyoujust

didbutshewouldnotcalm.

Queen:Sheclearlywantedtobeheldbyher

auntie.

Bukhosi:Mythanks,sister.Wethoughtshe

shallneverstop. 

King:Letusgoretiretoourchambersbefore

wewakeher.Ishallseeyouallatsunrise. 

Queen:Sleepwellmychildren.Iloveyou.

..

TheQueenhuggedusallandtheyretiredto

theirchamberandwealsobidfarewelltoeach

otheruntilsunset.Iwalkedtomychamberand

foundMbalekiatthedoor.Ilefthersitting

outsideandwentinside.Itookofftheclothing

andjewelryandworemybedwrap.Igotinto

thesoftcoversandmymindwenttoNtsika.I



cannottelltheKingandQueenthatI'ma

disgracedPrincess.IfIknewofthispartofmy

lifeIwouldhavestayedpure.HowcanShiba

allowthis?Whydidshenotbringmehere

beforeImetNtsika.Heistowesmdsoonsohe

cannotbewedtome.WhatPrinceshallwant

mewhentheyknowIamnolongerpure?Ihave

alreadybroughtshametomyfamilyandIhave

justmetthem.Theyaresuchapleasantfamily.

Ihavetokeepthenewsaboutmyimpurity

secretuntilIknowwhattherulesofthe

KingdomsayaboutaPrincesswhoisdisgraced.

Ifeelmylifehasbecomemoredifficultthan

before.Ifinallyfellasleepandnotasaservant

butasaroyalPrincess.PrincessNdoniyamanzi

ofZwelihle!Myheartstillhastoacceptthenew

title. 
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#Ntsika

SunsetshavecomeandgoneandTheQueen

sentoutroyalmessengerstootherKingdoms

hopingthattheyshallhavematureroyal

maidens.Myheartgrowsheavieraseach

sunrisepassesandIthoughtIwouldfeelbetter

butnot.Ndonihasdepartedwithoutbiddingme

farewellandIfearthatshallalwaysbotherme.I

satintheeatingchamberwiththeRoyalFamily

havingamorningfeast. 

.

Mother:Seekingamaidenwhosuitswhat

Ntsikawishesisadifficulttask,myKing.

Me:Ishallnotmarryamaidenwhohasnotyet

maturedandthatiffinal. 

Lizwi:Yousoundlikeaspoiledbrat. 



King:Hesoundslikeamanwhoknowswhathe

seeks.AqualitythatisneededinaKing.We

shallgoonwithoursearch. 

Mother:Ifwedonotfindasuitorthenheshall

havenochoicebuttomarryayoungermaiden.

Heshouldhavebeenwedbynowandhadan

heir. 

Lizwi:Wellfindhimasuitorsoonbecausethe

lawallowsmenottoweduntilheiswed. 

Father:Sincewhenhaveyoubeeninterestedin

gettingabride?

Lizwi:Iwanttocontinuemybloodline,Father.I

cannothaveoffspringswithoutabride. 

Me:Haveyousentoutmessengerstoallthe

Kingdomsmother? 

Mother:OfcourseIhave.Ineverthoughtit

wouldbesuchadifficulttask. 

Me:Myapologiesforgivingyouadifficulttask,

myQueen.



Father:Youareoureldestandyoudeservea

maidenofaproperfamily.

Me:Mythanks. 

.

WesatandweateandIcouldseethatLizwi

wasnothappy.Idonotcareabouthim.Hecan

wedbeforeme.Ishallnotmind.Iwouldwonder

ifNdoniisstillaliveandwell.IwishIcouldjust

seethatsheiswellandmyheartshallfind

peace.

.

.

#Ndoni

TheKingandQueenhavedecidedtohonourme

withacelebrationformyreturn.Ifearit

becauseIshallbethecenterofattention.Ihave

toldnoononeaboutwhatisbotheringme.I

decidedtotoaskNcediaboutit.Shewas

helpingmeputonmyheadscarf.



.

Me:Ncedi,mayIaskyousomething?

Ncedi:Youneednotaskforpermission,your

highness.Askwhatyouwanttoknow. 

Me:ShallwhatIaskremainbetweenus? 

Ncedi:Itshall,Igiveyoumypromise(she

smiled)

Me:WhathappenswhenaPrincessis

disgraced? 

Ncedi:Itisadifficultquestionbutitdependson

thesituation,yourhighness.

Me:Idonotunderstand.

Ncedi:IfaPrincessisdisgracedbya

commonerthenthatmanshallpaydearlyand

facethepunishmentgiventohimbytheroyal

council.UsuallythePrincessneverwedsand

remainintheroyalhouseallofherdays.Itis

difficultifpossibletofindaPrincewhoshall

wedaPrincesswhoisnolongerpure. 



Me:Whatshallhappenifshegotdisgracedbya

Prince? 

Ncedi:TheKingshallforcethatPrincetodo

rightbyhisdaughterbymarryingher.The

marriageistocoveruptheshamethetwo

broughttothefamilies.IfthePrincerefusesto

takeresponsibilitythenthePrincessshall

remainamaidenforallherdays.IftheKing

seesthePrinceasnotfitforhisdaughtershe

shallneverwedinherlife. 

Me:Somanyrules.

Ncedi:Haveyoubeendisgraced,your

highness? 

Me:Ispeaknotofmyself,Ncedi. 

Ncedi:IfyouspokeofyourselfIwouldsuggest

thatyoutelltheQueen.Ifyouweredisgracedby

aPrincesheshalllettheKingknow.Heshall

informtheRoyalFamilyofthatKingdomand

makeaproposalofaunionforthetwo

families. 



Me:IneednotdothatNcedi.Ihavenotbeen

disgraced. 

.

ShefinishedeverythingandIputontheroyal

jewelry.IstoodandMbalekistoodwithme.She

stretchedherfrontlegsandliftedherbehindin

theair.Ihavegrownclosetoherbecausesheis

theonlyoneIcantellmysecretstoandnotfear

itcomingout.Wewalkedtotheeatingchamber

tohaveamorningfeast.EveryonestoodasI

approached. 

.

Me:GreetingsandMyapologiesforkeeping

youwaiting(Ibowedmyhead)

King:Greetings,Ndoni.Wehavenotbeen

waitinglong.Comesitdown. 

Ntando:Comesitnexttome(hestoodand

pulledoutachair)

Me:Mythanks,Ntando. 



Bukhosi:Wehaveallretiredtobedlate,Iamnot

surprisedthatwehadaslumberuntilafter

sunrise.(welaughed)

Queen:Haveyousleptwell,Ndoni?(shesmiled)

Me:Ihaveneverinallmydayshadsuchagood

slumber. 

Zinzi:Itisthesoftsheetsoftheroyalhouse. 

Ntando:Letuseatquickly,Iwanttoshowyou

theroyalgrounds. 

King:YoushallnotgofarwiththePrincess.We

havenotyetannouncedherreturntoall.

Invitationstohercelebrationarestillontheway

tootherKingdoms.

Bukhosi:Weshallonlywalktheroyalgrounds,

MyKing.WeshallshowhertherestofZwelihle

onceallknowofherreturn. 

King:Icannotwaittoletthemknow.Ihavemy

Princessbackafteryearsoflongingforher(he

smiled)



Zinzi:MyKingonceotherKingdomsknowthat

weholdaPrincessmaidentheyshallaskfor

herhandinmarriage.(myheartbeatfaster)

Queen:Ishallsendthemaway.Iamnotready

tohavemyblossomwedandleavetheRoyal

House.

Ntando:IagreewiththeQueen.Ilikehavinga

sister. 

Me:Howoldaremybrothers?

Ntando:Iamthirteenandourbrotheris

Twenty. 

Bukhosi:Iamnotmucholderthenyou,sister.

Zinziisyourage. 

Queen:Ishallnotrevealmyage.(wealllaughed)

Me:Iamtoturneighteensoon. 

Queen:MyKing,letushaveherreturn

celebrationonherdayofbirth.King:Iagree

withyou,Nobu.Itshallbeherreturnand

birthdaycelebrations.



Ntando:Weshallhirethebestsingersto

celebrateit. 

Bukhosi:Icannotwaituntilthatday.Wehave

nothadaroyalcelebrationinalongtime.

Zinzi:Ishallmakesurewegetdancersand

singerstoentertainourguests.Shallweinvite

otherRoyalties?

King:InviteallthatlivesonAfricansoilifyou

must.Iwantthebestformydaughterasshe

deserves.

Ntando:IagreewithFather. 

Me:Iamsuchashyperson,MyKing.Youneed

notinvitealotofpeople.

Bukhosi:Youareroyalty,Ndoni.Soonyoushall

startwithroyaldutiesandyoumusttellyour

shynesstoleaveyourbody.

Queen:Donotmakemydaughterfear.Ishallbe

byyoursideatalltimesuntilyoufeel

comfortable.



Zinzi:SoshallI.

Me:Mythanks.ShallIholdherplease.

Ntando:YoulovelittleZolekatoo.Iloveherbig

softfeet(welaughed)

Bukhosi:Shetakesafteryouwiththebigfeet. 

Ntando:Ishallnotdeny.Thesearethefeetofa

Prince. 

King:Letuseatandstopspeakingtoomuch.

Bukhosi:Wearehappy,Father.Ouronlysister

sitswithusanditwarmsourhearts. 

Me:Beingwithyouwarmsmyhearttoo.My

thanksforthewarmwelcome.Ifeelathome. 

Ntando:Youfeelathomebecauseyouare

home. 

King:Yes,thatisthetruth. 

.

Wesatandenjoyedourfeast.Iwouldtakealot

becauseIfeartheyshallsayImuststopeating.



IlovehavingZolekainmyarms.Shefeelsso

softandsmellnice.Iplayedwithherandsaw

hershowhertoothlesssmile.Iwishtohave

suchbeautifulbabiestoo.Iwishforfourof

them.AfterthefeasttheKingandQueen

excusedthemselvestogoonroyalbusiness.

Theyembracedallofusandleft.Ihavenever

beenembracedthismuch.Eachembrace

leavesmyheartjumpingforjoy.Zinziwentto

feedherbabyandmeandmybrotherswalked

thegroundsofourhome.Peoplewouldbow

theirheadsasweapproached.I'msurethey

seemeasaroyalguestandnotthePrincess.

TheyshallonlyknowofmeoncetheKing

announcesmyidentityonmycelebration. 

.

Ntando:IwishShibacouldgivememyown

cheetah. 

Bukhosi:Sheshallwhensheseesyouhave

matured.Fornowjustenjoybeingyoung.



Me:WhenIfirstsawMbaleki,Ithoughtshe

wouldkillme(wealllaughed)

Bukhosi:Ourapologiesforyourfright,sister.

Wegrewupknowingthatweshallgetone. 

Ntando:Whatwasitliketobeanorphan,

Ndoni? 

Me:Itwasnotbad,Ntando.Ihadmanysisters

andIknewnootherlifesoitwasnormaltome. 

Bukhosi:Itlaysheavyonmyheartthatyouhad

tolivethelifeofacommoner.Whilewehave

growninroyalcomforts. 

Me:TheKingandQueenhavedonewhatthey

didtosavemylife. 

Ntando:MayIbeexcused?Iwanttogorunin

thefieldwithotherkids. 

Bukhosi:TakeMqobiwithyou.(itisthenameof

hisprotector)

Ntando:Ishalldothat.NdoniIwillseeyou

whenIreturn(heembracedme)



Me:Stayoutofharmsway,Ntando. 

Ntando:Ishall,youhavemypromise.

.

Herantotheotherkidsandthecheetah

followed.TheotherboysembracedMqhobisoI

guesstheyfearhimnot.Ntandoandhisfriends

disappearedfromoursight. 

.

Me:Areyousurenoharmshallcometohim? 

Bukhosi:Havenofear,heshallreturnsafely. 

Me:Ishalltakeyourwordforit.Bukhosi,why

dothepeopleofZwelihlelooktheRoyalFamily

intheeyeswhenspeaking?

Bukhosi:Hereitisseenasasignofdisrespect

whenyoulookawayfromtheeyesoftheone

youspeakto.TheeyesholdtruthsoIshallsee

inyoureyeswhenyouarenotbeingtruthful.

Me:IntheKingdomI'mfrom,Iwasnotallowed



tolookatRoyaltyintheeyes. 

Bukhosi:Yes,itisdifferentwitheachKingdom

butitisimportantrespecteachother'scustoms

topreventconflict.WhenwevisittheKingdom

ofanotherKingweshalldoastherulesofhis

RoyalHousesaysandsodootherRoyalswhen

theyvisitthesoilofZwelihle. 

Me:NcedisaidotherKingdomsbowtothe

RoyalsofZwelihle.Whatisthat? 

Bukhosi:ShemeantthatthisKingdomisoneof

themostfearedandrespected.Wehavethe

besttradingdealsandourbattlewarriorsare

trainedwithskillsthatmostKingdomslack.

Me:WhatdoesZwelihletradein?Umhlaba

Ochumileyoismostlyinthebusinessof

farming. 

Bukhosi:Wetradeineverythingexceptfor

slaves.Mostlywetradeingold. 

Me:WasZinzifoundbytheKingandQueenfor



you? 

Bukhosi:Yes,itwasnotdifficultbecausemost

KingdomswantanalliancewithZwelihle.Some

arealreadyaskingtheKingtohavetheir

maidenswedNtandooncehereaches

maturity. 

Me:Butheissoyoung(welaughed)

Bukhosi:WellmanyKingdomswillbeknocking

atourdooraskingforyourhandinmarriage

oncetheyhearthatZwelihlehasaPrincess. 

Me:Ohbutthatsoundstoomuchtohandle.

Bukhosi:Wellluckilyyouarenottheonewho

hastohandleit.TheKingandQueenshallfind

aPrincewhoisworthyoftheironlydaughter.

Me:DidyoulearntoloveZinzi? 

Bukhosi:ZinziisakindwomanandyesIhadto

learntoloveher.Iwasnotasluckyasour

parents.

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 



Bukhosi:Mothershalltellyouthewholestory

buttheyalsomarriedinanarrangedmarriage

buttheybothsaytheyfellinlovethemoment

theireyesmet.

Me:Theyaretrulylucky.Whattheyhave

experiencedisrareinanarrangedmarriage.No

wondertheroyalhouseisfilledwiththeairof

love. 

Bukhosi:Don'tfear,thesameluckmightstrike

youtoo.(Ilaughed)

Me:Letushope. 

.

Heheldmyhandandshowedmetheroyal

grounds.Everythingwasbeautifulandthe

cheetahisanimportantpartofourfamily.

Therearedrawingsofiteverywhere.Bukhosi

leftandIwenttojoinZinzi.

.

Me:IsZolekasleeping?



Zinzi:Yesandmyheartishappy.ShallIpour

youadrink? 

Me:Yesplease.Zinzidoyounotfeartobea

Queen?(shelaughedsoftly)

Zinzi:IdoholdfearbuttheQueenisagreat

teacher.SheispassingallthatIneedtoknow

ontome.Youareofakindmothernowonder

youarekind. 

Me:Sheistrulykindandbeautiful.

Zinzi:Somethingshehaspassedontoyou.You

areflawless,Ndoni. 

Me:Mythanks,sister.Youarebeautifultoo. 

Zinzi:Soonyoushallhaveyourownfamilyand

beafutureQueenofsomeKingdom.

Me:Thatbringsfeartomyheart. 

Zinzi:Why? 

Me:IwasnotalwaysaPrincess,Zinzi.WhatifI

failinmyduties. 



Zinzi:Ndoni,youhavealwaysbeenaPrincess.

Youjusthadnoknowledgeofit.Ishallhelpyou

withallyouneedtolearn.Iwatchedyouwalk

andcarryonandIseethatyouaretrulyof

Royalty.Allshallbewell. 

.

HowcanItellherthatallshallnotbewell?All

willbewellonlyifIcanbepureagainandthat

isnotpossible.Idonothavehearttotellthe

Queenthatherdaughterhasbeendisgraced.I

shalltellheronlyaftermycelebrations.Ishall

notruintheirgoodspiritswithmybadnews.I

satwithZinziandgotmorelessonsonour

waysofdoing.Ilovelearningallofit.IfeellikeI

havemissedoutonallofthishistory.Ithought

ofNtsikaalldayandmyheartfeelsheavybut

heistowedQaqamba.Maybehehaswedher

alreadyandIstillcannothavehimasmine

evenifthelawallowsitnow.Ourdestiniesare

notmeanttocometogetherasoneandIshall

makepeacewithit.Myheartstillbeatsforhim



butIhavetoteachittostoplongingforhim. 

.

.

#King Xolo

MyQueenandIrodeinthecarriageandshestill

looksasbeautifulasthefirstdaymyheart

choseher.Myheartisapeacenowthatthe

Princesshasreturnedtohomesoil.Icansee

thatshehasgonethroughmanychallengesbut

shenolongerhastofearbecausesheishome

now. 

.

Me:Nobu,doyouthinkthatNdoniishappywith

us? 

Nobu:MyKingshehasfoundherhomeand

family.Whyshallshenotbe? 

Me:Whatifshestillholdsangerforus?Welet

herberaisedbystrangers.



Nobu:Wehadnootherchoice,Xolo.She

understandsthatallhavebeendoneforher

bestinterest.Ifweletherstayonthissoilshe

wouldhavebeendeadnow. 

Me:Youareright,myQueen.Ilovehersomuch.

(Ismiled)

Nobu:Wealldo,myKing.Eventheboyslove

havingasisteraround.

Me:Oncehercelebrationisover,Ishalltakeher

toroyaldutieswithme.Nobu:Iamsureher

heartwillbedelighted.Seeingallourchildrenat

oneplacehasmademehappy.

Me:Ithasmademehappytoo. 

Nobu:HaveyouheardthattheKingdomof

UmhlabaOchumileyoisseekingaroyalmaiden

towedtheeldestPrince?

Me:Idonotwanttospeakofthatandtheyhad

betternotsendamessengertoaskformy

Ndoniafterhercelebrations.



Nobu:Doyounotthinkitistimetomakepeace,

MyKing?

Me:Ishallnotmakepeacewithatraitor,Nobu!

(Iraisedmyvoiceinanger)

Nobu:Asyouwishbutallowmetosendan

invitationtotheirKingdom.Iwillbesendingto

allotherKingdoms.Itwon'tlookgoodifIdonot

invitetheRoyalFamilyofthatKingdom.

Me:Theyshallneverhonourtheinvitation

anyway.Xhantiisnotamanofhonour.

Nobu:Thatshallbeuptothem.Letusshow

thatwearenotabadKingdom.Iftheydonot

honourtheinvitationtoNdoni'scelebrations,it

shallbeontheirconsciousnotours. 

Me:YoumaysendtheinvitationbutIshallnot

beforcedtomakepeacewiththattraitor.He

hasneverapologisedtomesincehebetrayed

me.

Nobu:ItshallallbeaboutNdoni.Nooneshall



expectofyoutobefriendhim.Ijustdonotwant

toinviteallotherkingdomsandleavethemout.

Likeyouhavesaid,theymightnotevenhonour

theinvite.

Me:Iftheyaskformydaughter'shandin

marriageIshallnotagree.Nochildofmineis

goingtowedthesonifamanwhoisnottrueto

hisword.Theyhadbetterkeeptheirroyal

messengersawayfromourKingdom.Ishall

findasuitorformyNdoniwhenthetimeisright.

Sendyourinvitationbuttheyshallgetnothing

morefrommyKingdom,especiallynotmydear

daughter. 

Nobu:Asyouwish,myKing.Myapologiesfor

upsettingyou.

Me:ItisnotyouI'mupsetwith,myQueen.

HearingthenameofXhantiandallthatis

associatedwithhimbringsangertomyheart

butIshallbecivilatthecelebrationtohonour

myNdoni'sreturn.



.

Werodeoninpleasantsilence.Ihatethe

thoughtofXhantisteppingfootinmyKingdom

butIdonotwanttodisappointmyQueen.Iwill

havetotoleratethetraitorbeinginmyhouse

untilthecelebrationsareover.AtrueKing

admitshisfaultsandXhantineverdid.Ishall

notwantanyofhissonsnearmydaughter.

Theymightbetraitorsliketheirfather.Werode

totheroyalgroundsandmyheartfeltbetter

whenIknewI'mabouttoseemyPrincesand

Princess.OhnotforgettinglittleZolekatoo.

NowIonlywishforthiscelebrationtocome

andgosothetraitorcanleavemysoil.
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#Ntsika

TheKinghassummonedmetotheroyal

councilchamberatonce.Surelytheymusthave

foundmeabride.Dayshavepassedandthe

Queenhasbeenfrustratedwithmeformaking

hertaskthatofdifficulty.Iwalkedintothe

chamberwheretheysatandgreetedthem.

LizwijoinedussoonafterandIattimesfeel

likewearestrangerstoeachotherratherthen

brothers.Weallsatdownandwaitedforthe

Kingtospeak.

.

Father:Mythankstoallofyouforcomingto

meetmeatonce.

Mother:Issomethingthematter,myKing?

King:Alliswell,donotfear.Wehavebeen



honouredwithaninvitation.

Me:HaveyoufoundaKingdomwithasuitable

maiden?

Father:No,itisaninvitationfromtheKingdom

ofZwelihle.

Mother:DidyousayZwelihle?(hereyes

widenedinshock)

King:Yes,theKingandQueenwillhavea

celebrationtohonourtheirPrincess.

Lizwi:Ihadnoknowledgeofthemhavinga

maiden.

Mother:Ihadnoknowledgeeither.Haveyou,

myking?

King:IknowofthelittlePrincesswhowasborn

notsolongago.

Me:Shallwehonourtheinvitation?

King:Ishallnothonourit.(hesaidinastern

voice)



Mother:Ithinkweneedtohonourit.Thisis

Zwelihlewespeakof,myking.Haveyouany

ideahowpowerfultheirreignin?

King:Ihavefullknowledgeofthat,NandebutI

shallnotbeabletohonourtheinvitation.

Lizwi:Ishallnotbeabletohonouracelebration

foralittlePrincesspartyeither.

Me:Ihavedutiestoattendto.

Mother:Ntsikadonotbestupid.Iftheyhave

invitedourkingdomthensurelytheyhave

invitedotherKingdoms.Wemightfindyoua

bridewhilewearethere.

Me:Isthatnotthedutythatyouandfatherneed

totakecareof?

King:IhaveotherdutiesIhavetoattendto.We

shallnotallgotoacelebrationwhenthereare

moreseriousdutiestohandle. 

Mother:Ishallhonourthisinvitation.Imight

findbridesforbothofmysons.Iknowthatonly



thebestKingdomsshallbeatthiscelebration.

AllwanttoimpresstheKingandQueenof

Zwelihle.

Lizwi:Father,Ibegofyoutohavefavourforme

rightnow.Letmegowithyoutodealwiththe

dutiesofourKingdom.Ishallnotgotoababy

celebration.

Me:Ishallnotgotoiteither.IfthePrincesswas

amaturemaidenIwouldhonourtheinvitation

butweallknowZwelihledoesnothavemature

maidens.Ishallnotgoeither.

Father:OneofyoushallgowiththeQueenorI

shallorderbothofyoutogo!(heshouted)

Me:Whycanyounotgo,Father?Surelythe

honourwentouttoyouandmother.

Father:NtsikaIsaidIshallnotgo!(heshouted

inanger)

Mother:Calmdown,myKing.Youheardyour

father.MyKingIaskthatyoutakeLizwiwith



youtoyourotherdutiesbecauseyouhave

takenNtsikatomost.Ntsikashallgowithmeto

Zwelihle.

Me:Ishallnotgo.Ishouldgotomoreduties

withfatherbecauseIamhissuccessor!

Lizwi:Butyouarenothisonlyheir!Ialsoneed

tolearnthewaysoftheKingdomasmuchas

youdo.FatherpleasetellhimthatIwillstay

herewithyou.

King:NtsikayoushallgowiththeQueen.She

cannotgoalonetoforeignsoil.Lizwi,youshall

remainherewithme.Thatisanorder.

Lizwi:Mythanks,father.

.

IwasfeelingsomuchangerbutIhadtoaccept

theorderthekinghasgiven.TheKingand

QueenleftthechamberandIwishtopunchthat

smileoffLizwi'sface.

.



Lizwi:Doyouknowthatsuchcelebrationsare

honouredbywomen?(helaughed)

Me:Donotthinkthatthisshallmagicallymake

younextinlineofthethrown. 

Lizwi:EnjoythecelebrationofthelittlePrincess.

Whoknowsmaybetheyhaveprettyservants

whoyoucanfallinlovewith.Thatisyourtype

isitnot?

.

Irushedoutofthedoortoavoidhurtinghim.I

cannotbelievetheKingwantsmetogowith

theQueentosomePrincesscelebrations.Lizwi

isright,suchaffairsareattendedbywoman.I

gotonmyhorseandIrodeatspeed.Imissmy

conversationswithNdoni.Shewouldbeableto

keepmecalm. 

.

.

#Queen Nande



Icannotbelievethatwegotaninvitationfrom

Zwelihle.Itmustbeacelebrationtowelcome

thenewbabyoftheirson.Theinvitationdidnot

saymuchonlythatitisacelebrationoftheir

Princess.IhadJongilejoinmetodiscussthe

dressdetails

.

Me:Jongi,Ishallbegoingtothecelebrationin

Zwelihle.

Jongi:Youneedtobesurethatyoulook

beautifulthenthemall,myQueen.

Me:Havethedressmakerbeattheroyalhouse

soon.Imustlookgood.ByanyluckIshallfind

NtsikaandLizwibridesfromthekingdomsthat

shallbethere.

Jongi:WhatapitythatZwelihledoesnothave

maturemaidens.

Me:Suchapity!Imagineanalliancewiththat

Kingdom.ZwelihleisthebiggestdynastythatI



haveknowledgeof.Whatapityindeed!

Jongi:Surelythereshallbeothergreat

Kingdomspresent.Theyshallnothonoursmall

Kingdomswithinvitations.ShalltheKinggo

withyou?

Me:No,hedoesnotwanttohonourthe

invitationbutIshallnotletthisopportunitypass.

Jongi:Shallyougoalone?

Me:Ntsikaisgoingwithme.Heisfuriousbut

theKinggaveanorder.

Jongi:Ishallgoandgetthedresmakeratonce.

Me:Getonethatwillbeabletomakeattirefor

Ntsikaaswell.Weneedtolookgood.The

royalsofZwelihlearealwaysdressedintheir

best.IshallnothaveourKingdomhumiliatedby

wearingoldrags.

Jongi:Ishallgoatonce,myQueen.

.



JongileftmychamberandIcouldnotstop

smiling.IhaveneverbeenaguestsatZwelihle

butallknowabouttheirKingdom.Iwonderwhy

theKinghaschosennottohonourthis

invitation.Thisistheperfectopportunitytogo

intobusinesswithKingXolo.Ishalltryto

befriendQueenNobubeleandattempttobuild

tiesthatway.Icannotwaittosetfootonthis

powerfulKingdom!

.

.

#Ndoni

Ihavenowgottenusedtothewayofdoing

thingshere.Iamabletotiemyownheadscarf

anddressproperly.Thedressmakerhascome

tomeasuremybodyfortheattiresIshallbe

wearing.IwalkedandjoinedtheQueeninthe

shadeoutside.

.



Queen:Mybeautifuldaughter(sheembraced

me)

Me:Whyareyousittinghereonyourown,

Mother?Youshouldhavehadmecalled.

Queen:YouarenotaservantthatIcanjust

summontocaterformyeveryneed,Ndoni. 

Me:Iknow,myQueenbutIlovesittingwithyou.

Itwarmsmysoul.Ilovegettingyourwarm

motherlyembracestoo.(shesmiled)

Queen:Ienjoyhavingyouheretoo.Ilovegiving

youtheloveyoumissedoutonasachild.

Me:WhereisFatherandmybrothers?

Queen:Outonroyalduties.Ndoni,issomething

thematter?

Me:Idoknowknowwhatyoumean(Isaid

softly)

Queen:Imightnothaveraisedyoubutyou

comefrommeandIcanfeelthatyourheartis

sometimesheavy.Areyounothappywithus?



Me:Iamatmymosthappiest.Ihaveneverfelt

somuchloveandacceptance.

Queen:Talktome,myBlossom.Iambefore

youasyourmotherandnottheQueen.(she

heldmyhand)

Me:Whatshallittakeforyoutonolongerlove

me,myQueen?

Queen:Myheartshallneverstopfeelinglove

foryou.EvenwhenyouweregoneIlovedyou.(I

startedtocry)

Me:Mylifehasnotbeeneasyasaservant,

Mother(sheembracedme)

Queen:Tellmeeverything.

Me:IfearthatyouandtheKingshalldespise

me.

Queen:Itisnotpossible,Ndoni.Ourhearts

couldnevercarryhateforanyofourchildren.

Yourheartisheavyanditpainsmetoseeit.

Me:I'vebeendisgraced,I'mnolongerpure.



.

IhidmyfaceinmyhandsandIcried

uncontrollably. Iexpectedhertotellmetogo

beforeIbringshametotheirKingdombutIfelt

herembracemetightly.Iwrappedmyarms

aroundhertoo.Itfeltgoodtospeakofwhat

hasbeenbotheringme.

.

Queen:DidthePrincesofthatroyalhouseforce

youtobeabedroomservant?

Me:Theonewasplanningtobuthedidnot

succeed. 

Queen:Tellmewhathappened.

Me:TheeldestPrinceshowedmekindnessby

keepingmesafefromhiscruelbrother.Wefell

inloveandIlethimhaveme.Myapologiesfor

theshame,myQueen.

Queen:Itshallallberight,myblossom.You

havenotalwaysknownyouareofroyalty.We



shallfindawaytosolvethis.

Me:NcedisaidthatifI'mdisgracedbyaPrinceI

canmarryhimifheacceptsresponsibility. I

knowNtsikawouldnotdenyhisactionsbuthe

istowedsoon.

Queen:Hehasnotwed,hestillseeksa

maiden. 

Me:Areyousure?

Queen:Iamsureofthefact,myblossom. 

Me:ThenyoucantellFatherthathehas

disgracedmeandhecanmakeanhonest

womanofme.

Queen:Itwon'tbethateasy.Yourfatherholdsa

lotofangertoKingXhanti.Heshallneveragree

toaunionbetweenyoutwo. 

Me:WhathastheKingofUmhlabadoneto

angerhim.

Queen:Itisofnomatterrightnow.Ishalltryto

speaktoyourfather.MaybeIshallmakehim



havepeaceinhisheart.

Me:ShallyoutellhimthatIhavebeen

disgraced?

Queen:Notyet,Ifirstneedtoconvincehimto

makepeacewithKingXhanti.Youfathermight

decidetogotowarwithXhantiifhefindsthat

hissonhasdisgracedhisonlydaughter.

Me:PerhapsaunionbetweenmeandNtsika

shallbringpeacetotheirhearts.

Queen:Wespeakoftwoverystubbornmen

whobothareinpowerofKingdoms.Itshallnot

beeasybutIshalltrytobringpeacetoyour

father'sheart.

Me:Ntsikadidnotmakemehisbedroommaid,

Mother.IlovehimwithallmyheartandImiss

him.Heisakindman.PleaseletFathernot

punishhimforthesinsofKingXhanti,Ibegof

you.

Queen:Iftherecanbepeacebetweenthetwo



Kingsthenitshallbeeasytowedyoutoyour

love,Ndoni.Iwilltrymybesttosolvethis,my

blossom.Youhavemypromise.

Me:Myapologiesfordisappointingyou.(she

kissedmycheek)

Queen:Iholdnoshameordisappointmentfor

you.Iloveyou,deardaughter.Iamyourmother

beforeIamyourQueen.Letmetrytodealwith

yourfather. 

Me:DonottellhimofLizwi'sattemptto

forcefullyhavemeashis.

Queen:Thatbringsangertomyheart.They

daredtotryandhurtthePrincessofZwelihle

butIshallrespectyoudecision.Havetheydone

anymorebadtoyouthere?

Me:No,Mother.

Queen:GoodbecauseIwouldhavedeclared

warmyself.Wesentoutaninvitationtotheir

Kingdomtoyourcelebrationsbuttheymight



nothonouritbecauseIdoubtKingXhantiwants

tosetfoothere.Iftheydoshallthatsitwellwith

youiftheycome?

Me:Itshallbewellwithme.

Queen:Mythanksfortrustingmewiththenews,

myblossom.

Me:Iloveyou,Mother(Ijumpedtoembraceher)

Queen:AndIyou,myblossom.

.

WespokesomemoreandIamhappyIhave

toldher.Ihopesheshallbeabletosoften

Father'sheart.Ididnottellheraboutallthe

otherevilsIhavesufferedinUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.HowLizwihadmebeatenuntilI

couldnotmoveorhowtheQueentriedtohave

meburntalive!Itshallonlyangertheheartof

theQueentooandsheshalltellFatherandhis

angermightleadtowar.IwishnotforQueen

NandeandLizwitocometomycelebrationbut



myhearthopesforNtsikatohonourit.Whyhas

henotwedQaqamba?Iwishthatourfathers

couldtalkandmakepeace.Thelawsallowus

tobetogethernowbutifourfathersrefuseit

shallneverhappenbutsuremyfathershall

agree.Hewouldnotwanttobringshametothe

Kingdom.WhathaskingXhantidonethat

allowedmyfather'shearttoturnintostone?

#NOSI
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QueenNobubele

ItpainsmyheartthatNdonihadtobaresuch

painfulchallenges.Ishallhavetothankthis

PrinceNtsikaforsavingmydaughterfrom

forcefulbedroomdealingswithhisbrother.He



soundslikeatrulykindmanandIcanseemy

daughterloveshim.Ihavetoobservehimifhe

honoursthecelebrationtoseeifhetrulyis

worthyofmyonlydaughter.IsatwithmyKing

andhopetoconvincehimtochangewhathe

feelsfortheKingofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

.

King:MyQueen,whatseemstobeonyour

mind?

Me:Iforgetthatyouknowmebetterthenall

(webothlaughed)

King:Itismydutyasthemanwhoholdsyour

heart.Whatisthematter,myNobu?

Me:Promiseyouthatyoushallnotbeangered.

King:Itshalldependonwhatyouspeak,my

darling.

Me:Myhusband,doyounotthinkitistimeto

letoldwoundsheal?

King:Whatwoundsdoyouspeakof?



Me:ThewoundsbetweenyouandXhanti.(he

stoodandwalkedabout)

King:Ishallneverforgiveamanwhohasnot

apologisedforhisfaults,Nobu.

Me:BethebetterKingandshowyourheart

holdsnohate,Xolo.Isitnotwhatweteachour

children?

King:Nobu,Xhantialmosthadmekilled. 

Me:Ihaveknowledgeofthatbutitwaslong

agowhenyouwerebothyoungKingswhowere

stilllearninghowtobeinpower.

King:IoncetookXhantinotjustasafellow

leaderbutatruefriendbuthebetrayedme,

Nobu. 

Me:Ihaveknowle...

King:Weagreedtogoonabigtradingdeal

togetherandprovetothepeopleofour

Kingdomsthattheycanhavetrustinus.Xhanti

gotgreedyandnegotiatedasoleagreementto



enrichhisKingdom.Hemadeafoolofme

beforemypeople!(hecutmeshort)

Me:YouhavemanagedtobuildaKingdom

morepowerful,Xolo.Maybenotgettingthat

dealwasgoodforZwelihlebecauseother

tradingdealscameinnumbers.

King:Itisnotaboutthedealsortherichesthat

camewithit,myQueen.ItisaboutXhantinever

givingmehisapologiesforthebetrayal.You

knowIamamanwhokeepstohiswordandI

valuepeoplewhodothesame.WhenIgivemy

word,Ishalldowhatweagreedon.Ishallnot

sitaroundthesametablewithamanwhoisnot

truetohisword.Hebrokeourfriendship,Nobu.

DoyourealisehowgreatourKingdomscould

havebeensidebyside?

Me:YourKingdomisalreadygreat,MyKing.

OtherKingdomsbegtohavesomesortof

alliancewithZwelihlebecauseyouhaveturned

itintoapowerfuldynasty.



King:Youshallnotunderstand,myQueen.This

hasmoretodowithabrotherhoodandless

withpower.Xhantihaschosenpowerand

wealthoverourbrotherhood.

Me:ShallyourheartfindpeaceifXhantisends

hisapologies?

King:Ishallnothaveknowledgeofthatnowbut

Ishallnotdinewithabackstabber.Youknow

howimportanthonourisinKingdoms.Ifhehas

notsenthisapologiesalltheseyearsthenhe

seesnothisfaults.Ihavenorespectforaman

whocannotadmithisfaultsandapologise.

Me:Shallyoucarrythisinyourheartforallyour

days.

King:Ihavenothingtofeelbadabout.Myheart

iscontentbecausemyKingdomisprosperous

andmyfamilyiswithmebutIshallnevergo

intoanyotherdealwiththatman.

Me:Ifhehadnotbetrayedyou.Wouldyouhave

allowedoneofhissonstowedyourdaughter?



King:Iwouldhavebutnotanymore.Ishallnot

sendmydaughtertoahouseofdishonesty,

onlytohaveherbemistreated.Analliance

betweenZwelihleandUmhlabaOchumileyo

wouldnotbeagoodone. 

Me:Ihearwhatyousay,MyKingbutIbegof

youtofindpeace.

King:Ifthatbackstabbercangrowaspineand

lookmeintheeyestogivemeasincereand

trueapology.Imightjustfindpeace.Whyare

wespeakingofthisNobu? 

Me:Ijustdonotwantourchildrentoseeyou

carryhate.Weteachthemnottohate.

King:Theyshallnot,myQueen.Mywishisfor

Ndonitohaveagoodwelcome.Mydaughter

deservesbest.

Me:HaveyouthoughtofwhichKingdomwe

shallfindherasuitorat?

King:AnypowerfulKingdomwithdecent



Princes.Ishallmakesureshewedswell,donot

fear.

Me:IheardthattheeldestPrinceofXhantiis

kind.Xolo,NdonigrewuponXhanti'ssoil.Does

itnotmakesensetospeakwithhimandfinda

wayforward?

King:HedidnotraiseNdoni,Nobu.Shewas

nurturedbypeopleofhissoil,notbyhim.Ishall

givemythankstotheorphanagethathas

raisedherbutnothingmore.Shewasaservant

inhishouse,notaguest.Ishallnotgivehim

thanksforthat.Donotexpectofmeto,my

Queen.

Me:Myapologies,mylove.Imeantnottoupset

you.Pleaseexcuseme.IhavepromisedNdoni

tomeetupwithher.Iloveyou.

King:AndIyou,myQueen.Ishallseeour

daughteratsunset.

Me:Gowell(Iembracedhim)



.

WewentourseparatewaysandIseethatthis

isgoingtobedifficult.IdonotwantmyNdoni

tobeshamedfordeedsshedidasaservant.I

walkedtoherchamberandknocked.Shegave

permissiontoenterandIfoundMbalekiresting

herheadonNdoni'slap.

.

Me:Mbalekiissuchabigbaby(weboth

laughed)

Ndoni:ShelikesitwhenIrubthesoftfurunder

herneck.

Me:Sheisbeautiful.Ihavespokentoyour

father(shesatup)

Ndoni:Hasheagreed,Mother?Ishegoingto

makepeacewithKingXhanti.

Me:Ndoni,itisKingXhantiwhoneedstomake

peacewithyourfather.Heistheonewhohas

wrongedmyhusband.



Ndoni:WhathashedonetoFather?

Me:Hewentagainsthiswordwhentheywere

stillyoung.Hewasaclosefriendofyourfather

andthatmadethebetrayalevenworse.

Ndoni:SofathershallnotfindpeaceuntilKing

Xhantigiveshisapologies?

Me:Idonotknowifanapologyshallmakehim

approveofalliancebetweenthetwoKingdoms.

Ndoni:MaybeKingXhantishallhonourthe

invitationtomycelebrationsandshallswallow

hisprideandapologisetotheKingofZwelihle.

Me:Ihopesotoo.IwishforNtsikatohonour

theinvitationtoo.Iwanttoseeifheindeedthe

kindmanyouspeakof(sheblushedandlooked

down)

Ndoni:Heisverykind,Motherandwelikethe

samethings.

Me:ItsoundsliketheKingandI.Iremember

whenIwastoldI'mreadytowedandagroom



wasfoundforme.Ifeltsoterrifiedanddidnot

thinkIwouldbehappy.WhenIfirstsawmy

Kingmyheartchosehimandbyluckhischose

metoo.Iwantyoutobewiththeoneyoulove,

myblossom.Iamhappythatyoufellinlove

withaPrince.ThisisclearlyadestinyShiba

choseforyouandIshallnotangerherbygoing

againsther.Weshallfindawaytomove

forwardsothatPrinceNtsikacanmakean

honestmaidenoutofyou.Yousaidheshallnot

denyyouright?

Ndoni:Helovesme,MotherandIhim.Ibelieve

heshallacceptresponsibilityandmakemehis

brideifourfathersblessourunion.

Me:ItshallallworkoutasitshouldbutIwant

youtoknowthatyourfatherandIshallnever

turnourbacksonyou.Wehavelostyouonce,

Ndoniandweshallnotallowittohappenagain.

Ndoni:Iamblessedtocomefromakind

mother.



Me:Nowcomeandenjoypickingfruitwithyour

mother.(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Whoshallclimbthetree?(welaughed)

Me:Mbalekishalldoitforusorwecancall

Ntandoandhismanyfriends.

Ndoni:Ntandotrulyhasmanyfriends.Isee

knewfaceseveryday.

Me:Whydoyouthinkwenamedhim

Ntandoyabantu.Wesawtheminutehewas

bornthathewouldbethePrinceofthepeople.

(welaughed)

Ndoni:Mythanksformakingmelaugh.

Me:ComedearPrincess,letusworrynotabout

theproblemsoftomorrow. 

Ndoni:ComeMbaleki(theybothstood)

.

Thethreeofuswentouttofruittreesatthe

royalground.Mbalekigotonthetreeandfell



asleepandNtandowasnottobeseen.Ndoni

gotonandgotusbigfatapplesandwewashed

themandate.Mydaughterseemshappiernow

thatsheknowsIshalldoallinmypowerto

makehernotfeelshame.Shehasbeenrobbed

ofsomanyandIshallnotletherberobbedof

themanherheartchose.OhbutIamgladthat

shehasbeenwithaPrinceandnota

commoner.IdonotknowhowIwillbringpeace

tothetwofamiliesbutIshalltrymybestto

softenXolo'sheart.Heisakindmanbuthe

hatesbeingbetrayed.IwishXhantihadnot

goneagainsthiswordbecausewewouldhave

alsobeencelebratingaweddingifhehad

stayedtrue. 

.

.

#Ndoni

IlovespendingmydayswiththeQueen.Sheis

sodifferenttoQueenNande.I'veneverseen



Nandeembraceherchildrenandhusbandbut

mymotheriswarm.IwillstillnottellherthatI

sufferedmoreinthatKingdom.Howmyheart

wishesforKingXhantitoapologisesowecan

wed.Itseemsthatfateismakingitdifficultfor

meandNtsikatoloveeachother.TheQueen

wentoutandIsatwithNcedi. 

.

Me:Ncedi,allowmetohelpyoufoldthesheets

(shelaughedsoftly)

Ncedi:Yourhighness,whenhaveyouseena

Princesshelpahelperfoldsheets?

Me:IhaveneverseenitbutIwasaservant

before.Iknowhowitisdone.

Ncedi:Wellyounolongerareaservant.Force

yourmindtorememberit,dearPrincess.

Me:AmIallowedtogiveyouanorder?(she

smiled)

Ncedi:Yesyouare,mylady.



Me:ThenIshallhelpyoufoldandthatisan

order(webothlaughed)

Ncedi:Ihavenevergottensuchakindorderbut

Ishallnotgoagainstit,dearPrincess.

Me:GoodorIshallpunishyoubymakingyou

rubMbaleki'sneck.(shelaughes)

Ncedi:Yourkindnatureisclearlysomething

thatrunsthroughyourveins.Alltheroyalsare

ofakindnature.

Me:Hearingthatwarmsmyheartdearly.

.

Itookthesheetsandhelpedherfoldit.They

smelledfresh.NcediisthatauntythatInever

had.Shelookslikesheisthesameageasthe

Queenandshelovesme.Ithinkitisbecause

sheisthefirstpersonwhosawmyfacewhenI

wasbornandshegavememymarkings.I

helpedhercarrythesheetstothecleanlinen

chamberandtheotherservantsstaredlikewe



arecommittingacrime.Timeflewbyfastandit

wastimeforthenightfeast.Weallsatand

waitedfortheKingandQueen.

.

Bukhosi:Zolekahasnotbeensleepingwelland

Idonotknowwhattodo.

Me:Maybeherlittlegumsaresore,shemight

showteethsoon.

Ncedi:IagreewiththePrincess.Ishallhavea

remedymadeforhertorubonhergumsto

relievethepain.I'llalsomakeateething

necklaceforher.

Zinzi:Ohmythanks,Ncedi.Ndonihowdoto

knowaboutbabieswhenyouarenotyeta

mother?

Me:Someofthegirlsattheorphanagecame

whentheywerestillinfants.IhelpedMama

raisethem.

Ntando:Thenyoushallbeagoodmother,



Ndoni.

Bukhosi:Sheshallindeed.Zinzihaveyoufound

dancersforNdoni'scelebration?

Zinzi:Ihave,myPrincebutIshallseekmore.It

seemsthiscelebrationmightgoonfordays.

Bukhosi:Whatabouttheaccommodation?

.

TheKingandQueenwalkedinandtheywere

holdinghandsandlaughing.Sobeautifulistheir

love.WewereabouttostandbuttheKing

stoppedus.

.

King:Ourapologiesforkeepingyouwaiting,my

children.

Me:Noneedforapologies,wehavenotbeen

waitinglong.

Queen:WhereisZoleka?

Zinzi:Finallyasleep,Mother. 



Ntando:MyQueenweareworriedaboutwhere

alltheguestsshallsleepforthecelebration.

King:Wehaveplentyofroomanditisnotthe

firsttimewehaveentertainedmanyguests.

Queen:Manyshallhonourthisinvitation,my

Kingbecausewedidnotmakeitclearwhothe

Princesswespeakofis.

Bukhosi:Curiosityshallbringeventhepeople

frommostfar.

Zinzi:IamsuremanythinkthePrincesswe

speakofisZoleka(welaughed)

Me:Fathet,shallIbeexpectedtospeakbefore

thosemanypeople?(myeyeswidened)

Bukhosi:Yes,youshallstandbeforeusona

chairandaddressyourguestsbecausethey

havecomeforyou.(Iheartbeatraced)

King:Youshallnotspeakifyoudonotwishto,

mydaughter.

Ntando:Itisnotdifficult,Ndoni.Ilove



addressingpeople.(welaughed)

Queen:Yoursisterisnotyou,myson.

Bukhosi:Onebigmouthinthefamilyisenough

(welaughed)

King:Letuseat,children.

.

Thefoodgotservedandweallhelped

ourselves.Iwishtherewasawaytotalkto

Ntsikaandhavehimaskhisfathertoaskfor

forgiveness.Theyplannedmycelebrationandit

soundsasiftheentireworldiscoming.Iam

feelingnervousalready.Idonotliketobethe

centerofanythingbutImustacceptitnow

becauseI'mnotlongeranobody.Iamnowa

RoyalbeingandImustbeavailabletothe

peoplesoon.IhavesomanyplansandIcannot

waittogoonroyaldutieswithFathersoon.I

shallhavetogoandvisittheorphanageafter

mycelebration.ItisonlyrightIhonourMama

rightfully. 



.

.

#Ntsika

Isatoutsideandwatchedthestarsintheskies.

Ndoniusedtolovedoingitandshehasmade

meloveittoo.TheskylitorangefromafarandI

wonderedifmymaidenseesthebeauty.Bantu

joinedme.

.

Me:Youneednotbabysitme,mybrother.

Bantu:Ishallnotdisrespectyoulikethat,

warrior.Ihavecometoenjoythewarmnight

butIpraymosquitoesdonotbite(welaughed)

Me:Mybloodisbittersotheydarenotfeedon

me.Haveyoutoldthemaiden?

Bantu:Ihave(hesmiled)

Me:Hassheagreedtokeepyourheartsafe?

Bantu:ShehasandIgavehermypromisetodo



thesame.

Me:Thatisgreatnews,warrior(weshook

hands)

Bantu:MyPrince,mayIaskpermissiontotake

hertotheroyalgardenyouhavetakenyour

maidento?

Me:Igiveyoupermission,brother.Justtellme

thedaysandIshallensureyoudonotget

disturbed.Ishallevenstandguardastohave

withme.

Bantu:Mythanks,brother.Ishallmakesureitis

beforeyougowiththeQueen.

Me:Myheartisstillheavy.Idonotwanttogo

tothecelebration.

Bantu:BegtheKingtoallowyoutostay.

Me:Ihavetried,brotherbuthehasmadeuphis

mind.Heseemsupsetwhenwespeakofitsoit

isbestIleavehim.TheQueenisfeelingexcited.

Bantu:Doyoublameher?ThisisZwelihlewe



speakof!MaybetheQueencansecuretieswith

theKingdomforUmhlaba.

Me:Theyshallnottakeherseriouslybecause

sheisawoman.

Bantu:Thatiswhereyoucomein.Showyour

fatherthatyouareabletosecuresomesortof

businesstieswiththisKingdom. 

Me:You'reright,brother.Itshallhavetobea

businessdealbecausewecannotbuildan

alliance,theyhavenomaturemaidenswhoare

readytowed.

Bantu:PitythePrincessisababy.Imaginethe

powerthetwoKingdomsshallhaveiftheywere

boundbyamarriage.

Me:Zwelihleispowerful,Bantu.Eveniftheyhad

maidenstheywouldmarrythemoffto

KingdomsstrongerthenUmhlaba.

Bantu:Thengoandtrytobuildbusinessties

withitandtheotherkingdomsthatshallbe



there. 

Me:AlltheQueencaresaboutisfindingtwo

maidensforhersons.Ohandlookinggood.She

hadthedressmakermakesomanyattiresfor

her(welaughed)

Bantu:SheistheQueensoitistobeexpected

andsheshallmeetotherQueenswhowillalso

beattheirbest.

Me:Ionlywishforthiscelebrationtocomeand

gosoIcangoonwithlife..

Wesatandenjoyedthenightinpleasant

silence.Mybrotherwhoisnotbornfrommy

mother.Iamhappythathismaidenhasagreed

tohavehimashers.Sheshallbeingood,kind

hands.HeshallhonourherandIshallmakehim

myadvisoronceIsitonthethrownsomeday.

Lizwimightadvicemetoanearlygrave,Idonot

trusthimevenifwecomefromthesamewomb.

AllIwishnowisforthiscelebrationthatmakes

theQueenfusssomuchtobeover.Tofinda



brideandgettheKingandQueenoffmyback

forgood. 

#NOSI

[03/01,20:32]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert18

.

#Ndoni

Dayshavegonebyandthedayofmy

celebrationhasfinallycome.Weshallhavethe

celebrationofmyreturntodayandtheoneof

mybirthtomorrow.Istoodandallowedthe

royalhelperstodressmeinmynewattire.The

Queenwalkedinandshelookedbeautiful.We

allbowedourheadsingreeting.

.

Me:Mother,youlooklikeatruegoddess.(she



smiled)

Mother:Mythanks,myblossom.Young

maidens,youmayleavemealonewiththe

Princess.Ishallhelphergetdressed.

Them:Asyouwish,yourhighness(theyspoke

atthesametimeandleft)

Mother:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Iamnotwell.Thenervesrefusetoleave

mybodyanditmakesmefeelsick.

Mother:Youneedtoeat,Ndoni.Youonlyate

fruitatthemorningfeast.

Me:Ishalleatlater,myQueen.Havemany

guestsarrived?

Mother:Yes,yourfathersandbrothersare

welcomingtheRoyalFamilieswhohave

honouredtheinvitation.

Me:HastheKingdomofUmhlabacome?

Mother:Idonotthinktheyshallhonourthe



invitation.Manyguestssetfootonoursoil

yesterdayatsunset.

Me:PerhapsKingXhantiwishesnottomeet

withtheKingofZwelihle.

Mother:Idonotwantyoudobotheryourself

withthis,Ndoni.Allofthesecelebrationsarein

yourhonouranditwillpainmeifyoudonotfeel

joy.

Me:IfeelalotofjoybutIamjustdisappointed

thatNtsikashallnotcome.

Mother:Myapologies,myblossom.Iknowyour

heartlongsforhim.

Me:Iwillmakepeacewithit.Fatewishesnotto

haveustogether.

Mother:Moreguestsaretoarrive.Thereis

moretimeuntilyourcelebrations.

Me:You'reright,myQueen.YouandFather

havedonethistohonourmeandIshallenjoy

it. 



.

ShehelpedmegetdressedandIamhappythat

itisherwhoisandnotthehelpers.Thespecial

occasionattireiscomplicatedtoputon.She

tiedmyheadscarfsobeautifullyandputa

beadedveiloverit.

.

Me:Whyshouldmyfacebecovered,myqueen?

Mother:Weshallgooutandgreettheguests

withtheKingandPrinces.Noguestistosee

yourfaceuntiltheKinggivespermission.

Me:IunderstandandIcanseesoIfearnot

runningintowalls(webothlaughed)

Mother:Youlooksobeautiful,youngmaiden.A

truePrincessofZwelihle. 

Me:Mythanks,mother.HowcanInotbe

beautifulwhenIcomeofparentswhoare

flawless?(shelaughedsoftly)

Mother:Iloveyou,myblossom.Tomorrowyou



shallofficiallybedeclaredamaturemaiden.I

shallneverforgetthedayyouwereborn.It

rainedimmediatelyafteryoucameandrain

signifiesblessingshereinthesoilofZwelihle.

Youaremyonlymaidenchildandyouaremy

blessing.

Me:Itwarmsmyhearttohearsuchkindwords.

Iloveyou,myQueen.

.

Weembracedinatighthugandeveryembrace

feelsasspecialasthefirstoneshegaveme.

Sheputonmyjewelryandmyattirewas

complete.MyhearthopedtoseeNtsikabutI

guesshisfatherfelttoomuchshametohonour

theinvitation.WewenttomeettheRoyalmen.

.

Father:MyQueenandPrincess,youtwoare

lookingsobeautiful.

Mother:Wegiveourthanks,myKing.



Ntando:ButFatherwecannotevenseeNdoni's

face.(welaughed)

Me:IcanseeyoursNtandosodonotworry.

Bukhosi:TheroyalladiesofZwelihleareoftrue

beauty.

.

ZimbawhoistheKing'srighthandman

approached.Hebowedhisheadingreetingas

hestoodbeforeus.

.

Zimba:MyKing,theKingdomofUmhlaba

OchumileyohassetfootonthesoilofZwelihle.

Shallyougooutandwelcomethem?(father's

jawclenched)

Mother:Ithinkwemustgoandmeetthem,my

king.(shelookedatme)

Father:Weshallmeetthem,Zimba.Inform

themthatweareonourway.HasKingXhanti

honouredtheinvitation?



Zimba:ItisonlyhisQueenandPrince,myKing.

Father:Iknewheshallnotcome.Letusgo.

.

TheKingandQueenwalkedbeforeusandwe

walkedbehindthem.Myheartwasbeatingfast

becauseIdonotknowwhichPrinceZimba

speakof.ItcouldbethatcruelLizwibutmy

heartwishesthatitismyPrince.Wewalked

slowlyandIfeltlikerunningahead.Wewentto

thechamberwheretheystood.Myheart

jumpedforjoywhenIsawmywarrior.Looking

sohandsomeandstrong.Iwishedtoruninto

hisarmsandembracehimbuttheKingshall

notlikethatonebit.Theybowedtheirheadsin

greetingasperthewayofZwelihle.

.

Ntsika:GreetingKingandQueenofZwelihle.

WecomefromthesoilofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

IamPrinceNtsikaeldestsontoKingXhanti.

Thisismymother,QueenNande.Wewouldlike



togivethanksforthehonourofinvitingusto

yoursoil.Myfathersendshisapologiesfornot

honouringyourinvitation.

Nande:WeholdgiftsforthePrincesstoshow

gratitude...

.

ShedidnotmanagetofinishbecauseMbaleki

clawedwhatshewasholdinginherhandsand

shejumpedbackwardsinfear.Ntsikastood

beforehismotherandIexpectednothingless

fromhim.Ihadtocalmmybeastdownsince

myauthorityisallthatshelistensto.Itseems

MbalekidoesnotlikeNande

.

Mother:OurapologiesQueenNande,shehas

neverdonethiswithanyotherguest.Sheonly

attacksifshefeelsherkeeperisindanger.

Father:Haveyoucomewithanyagendato

causeharm,dearQueen?



Nande:Ishallnotinsultyouonyourownsoil,

KingXolo.

Ntsika:MyKing,Icanassureyouthatwehave

notcometocauseanyharmtoyouoranyoneif

yourKingdom. 

Father:Thenallowmetosendapologiesfor

Mbaleki'sbehaviour.WeastheRoyalFamily

welcomeyoutooursoil.Weonlywishforyou

toenjoythecelebrationswithus.Wegiveour

thankstotheKingdomofUmhlabaOchumileyo

forhonouringourinvite. 

Ntsika:Thehonourisours.

Bukhosi:Zimbashallshowyoutoyourresting

chamber.Weshallmeetyouallagainwhenitis

timeforthecelebrations.

Ntsika:Wegiveourthanks.Untilwemeetlater.

.

Theyfirstshookthehandsoftheleadersof

Zwelihle.Afterthatthedidthesamewithus



andIsawNtsikatakeadeepbreathashis

stronghandsshookminesoftly.Holdinghim

againmademybodyfeelsowarmandmyheart

feltlikeitwouldbeatoutofmychest.Theyleft

usandwewelcomedotherhonouredguests.

Mbalekididnotmisbehavewithanyone,only

withNande. 

.

Ntando:MbalekialmostscratchedthatQueen.

King:Shefeelsthattheyareallfromthehouse

ofadishonestman.

Mother:MyKing,shallwepleasenotspeakof

thatnow.

Bukhosi:Butfatherisright,myQueen.You

knowourcheetahsharmonlythosewhowish

usharm.Theycanfeelbadenergy.

Mother:Ishallnotallowyoutotalkabout

unhappynewswhenweareabouttocelebrate

Ndoni.Weshallspeakofthislater.



Me:IagreewiththeQueen.Letusalljustenjoy.

.

Fatherdidnotlookdelighted.Icouldnottell

themthatNandewishedmedead.Maybe

Mbalekifeltthatherheartholdshateforme.If

theKingandQueenfindsoutthensheshallbe

inalotoftrouble.ShedeservesitbutIdonot

wanthertomakeuscarryhatetoday.Time

flewbyandweweretoldthattheguestshave

allgatheredintheentertainmentchamber.

Ncedihelpedmechangeattiresonceagainand

mybeadedveilwaschangedfromabeaded

onetoagoldone.Zimbatoldallthegueststo

quietdownandstandontheirfeettowelcome

theroyalfamily.WhenallwasquiettheKing

andQueenwalkedinandsatontheirroyal

chairs.Wefollowedandwesatoneithersideof

them.Allbowedtheirhandsasperthewayof

Zwelihle.IlookedaroundtoseewhereNtsikais

andIsawhim.Hedidnotlookmuchinterested

inallthatishappening.Everyonesatandthe



dancersandsingersstartedtoenter.Drinks

wereservedtoallanditseemedallwerehaving

agoodtime.TheKingrosetohisfeetto

addressthepeople.

.

Father:Iwouldliketogivemythankstoallthat

ishere.AlltheRoyalFamilies,royalcouncils

andallwhohavehonouredtheinvitationtothis

celebration.IhaveaskedofyoutojointheKing

andQueenofZwelihleastheywelcometheir

Princess.Manyofyouhavenoknowledgeof

thefactthatwehaveadaughterbutwedo.All

royalsshallhaveknowledgeofthedangerbeing

ofroyaltycome.Ourlivesarealwaysinharms

wayfromevils.TheQueenandIhadtosend

ouronlydaughterawaytoaplaceofsafe

keepingbecauseherlifewasindanger.Itwasa

difficultthingtodobutshehasfoundourway

backtous.Aftermuchlongingwecannowsit

withherandhonourher.IshallgivemyQueen

thehonourtorevealourdaughtertoyou.



.

Everyonecheeredandmosthadlooksoftotal

shockwrittenontheirfaces.TheQueenstood

andtookmyhand.IfeltlikeIwasgoingto

collapsetothefloor.Alleyeswerelookingat

me.Istoodinthemiddleofmyparents.

.

Mother:Ishallnotaddanymorewordstothat

oftheKing.Itgivesmethegreatesthonourto

welcomemyonlydaughter,Princess

Ndoniyamanzi.ThePrincessofZwelihle.

.

Shetookoffmyveilandallstoodtoclapin

cheering.Imanagedtogiveaveryshaky

nervoussmile.Ntsikastoodlikeastatuebuthe

knewhecouldnotcometome.Welookedat

eachotherforthelongestoftime.Nandestood

slowlywithhermouthwideopenandsuddenly

shecollapsedtothefloor.Theroyalhelps

attendedtoheratonce.I'msureshethought



sheisseeingaghostbecausesheknowsmeto

bedead.Theyfinallymanagedtogetherto

comebacktothepeople.Shesatdownonher

chairandtheKingwasnotpleasedwithher

interruptingthecelebrationandhehadhersent

awaytoherrestingchamberIdonotcarewhat

happenstoNandeandIshallspeakwithher

tomorrow.Ntsikawentwithherbuthereturned.

Hecouldnotstoplookingatme.The

celebrationswentonandon. 

.

Mother:Goouttothegarden,Ishallhavehim

meetyou(shewhispered)

Me:IdonotwanttoangertheKing,mother.

Mother:Ishallmakesuretakecareofit.Now

goandoncebeforeanyonenotices.

Me:Mythanks.

Mother:Heisfeelingconfusedandyouboth

clearlyhavetospeak.Nowgo.



.

IwalkedoutandIsawherwhispertotheKing

andhenodded.Makingmywaytothegarden

withhappinessinmyheart.Motheristrulysuch

ablessing.Ihatethatshehastobedishonest

toherKingbecauseofme.Ilookedatthestars

aboveandfeltthecoolwindblowmyway.I

waitedforNtsikatomeetmeandhopehestill

holdsloveformeinhisheart.

.

.

#Ntsika

JustasIthoughtthatnothingshallcomefrom

thiscelebration!NowIhearthatthemaiden

thatmyhearthaschoseninaPrincess.Ifeel

likeluckhasfinallyfavouredourunion.A

messengercametotakemetosomeplace.I

hopethatnothinghascometomotheragain.I

walkedbehindhimtoaflowerfilledareaandI

realisedit'stheirroyalgarden.Iwentinandwas



greetedbythebeautifulNdoniyamanzi.She

sawmeandshejumpedonmewithan

embrace.Icouldnotbelievethatitisher.I

knewthatthelavenderscentIsmelledearlier

wasfamiliarbutIdidnotthinkitisher.Ilooked

atherandshewascrying.

.

Me:HaveyouanyideahowmuchI'vemissed

you,Ndoni?(Ikissedher)

Ndoni:Ihavemissedyoutoo.

Me:Whydidyouleave?

Ndoni:Icannottellyou,Ntsika.

Me:Talktome,youngmaiden.

Ndoni:Yourmotherhiredoneifherguardsto

killme.IwasplanningongoingonmyownbutI

nevergotthechange.Shewantedhimtoburn

me.(shebrokedown)

Me:Iknewshehadahandinyourdeparture

somehowbutIneverthoughtitwasthrough



suchanevildeed.Myapologies,mylady.What

happenedafterwards?

.

Shetoldmeallaboutwhatshehadtogo

through.IfeltahateinmyheartthatI'venever

thoughtpossibleanditwasalldirectedtomy

mother.IfManqhobahadnotshownmercyto

hershewouldhavebeendead.Shewept

uncontrollablyandIheldhertighthopingthat

allthepainshallgofromherbodytomineso

shewon'thavetofeelit.

.

Me:IcannotbelievethatyouarethePrincess

ofZwelihle.

Ndoni:Ididnotbelieveitmyself(shelaughed

softly)

Me:IhavenotwedQaqamba,Ndoni.Ishallgo

toyourfatherandaskforyourhandinmarriage.

Ndoni:Heshallnotgiveyouhisblessings.



Me:Thelawallowsustowednow,young

maiden.Whyshallhenotagree?Havethey

foundagroomforyou?

Ndoni:No,theyhavenotfoundone.Icanto

marryNtsika.IamadisgracedPrincessbutthe

Kingholdsnoknowledgeofthis.

Me:Ishalltakeresponsibility, Ndoni.Iamthe

onewhohasshamedyousoallowmetobring

honourtoyou.

Ndoni:Ourfathersdonotseeeyestoeye,my

Prince.Youfatherbetrayedmineandheshall

neverletmewedthesonofatraitor.(I

clenchedmyjaw)

Me:WhattypeofparentsdoIcomefrom?(I

shoutedinanger)

Ndoni:Calmdown,mymotherpromisedtohelp

us. 

Me:Whathappensiftheyfindyouasuitor?

Ndoni:Idonotknow.Ihavetogobacktothe



celebrationsbeforetheKingwonderswhereI

am. 

Me:Weshallfixthis.EvenifitmeansIneedto

forceXhantitobowtoyourfatherinapology. 

Ndoni:Ihopeheshalldothat. 

Me:WhenshallIseeyouagain?

Ndoni:Ishalltrytocometoyourchamberlater

butIdonotgiveyoumypromise.

Me:ShallIhaveakiss?(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Ithoughtmyprincewouldneverask(I

laughedsoftly)

.

Ikissedheranditfeltlikewearealoneinthis

world.Iwishitwasthatwaybecausenoone

wouldstopusfromlovingeachother.Thatisall

wewishfortoloveeachother. 

.

Me:Iloveyou,NdoniyamanziPrincessof



Zwelihle.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:AndIyou,NtsikaPrinceofUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.(Ismiledandkissedher)

Me:GobeforeyourFathersendsforyou.

.

Shekissedmycheekandshewalkedaway.My

heartholdangerforbothofmyparents.Idonot

knowhowIshalldealwiththisissueofthe

Queenalmostkillingher.IfearthatifIgoto

wheresheisImightstranglehertodeath.I

wishedthatcheetahhadclawedher.The

animalreactedbecauseNdoniisit'skeeperand

itfeltNande'sevilwaystowardsNdoni.Ishall

havetogettheKingtobegforforgiveness.Ido

notcareaboutthealliancebetweentwo

Kingdoms.AllIcareofistowedtheloveofmy

lifeandIshallnotletitgobecausewearenow

infullright.Iwentbacktothecelebrationsand

allIcoulddowhatstareandNdoniandsmile.

Everythingcametoanend.Everyoneretiredto



theirchambersandIdidnotevengoandcheck

onNande.Icallherbynamebecausesheisnot

worthyofthetitleofQueen.Iheardasoft

knockonthedoorandIknewitisNdoni.I

openedthedoorandwebothsmiledandshe

entered. 

.

Me:ShallIbow,yourhighness?(shelaughed)

Ndoni:Youshallnotbecausebowingisnotthe

wayofZwelihle.

Me:Shallyouspendthenight?

Ndoni:Icannotstaylong.Itisalmostsunrise

andtheKingandQueenshallbeangeredifthey

seeI'mnotintheroyalhousebysunrise.

Me:Ishallmakesurewewakebeforethat.

Shallyourbeastnotbiteme?

Ndoni:No,shebitesonlyifIgiveordertoor

whenharmstandsbeforeme.

Me:SheshouldhavebittenNandetodeath.



Ndoni:Donotwishforbadforyourmother.Ido

notlikeherbutIdonotwishherdeath.Ishall

notallowhertoturnmyheartintostone.Shall

wejustenjoybeingunitedagainplease?Ihave

beenlongingtofeelyourstrongarmsaround

me.(Ismiledindelight)

Me:Asyouwish,dearPrincess.Myheartstill

beatsforyou,Ndoniyamanzi.Ishallwedyou

onewayoranother. 

.

Ikissedherandliftedheroffherfeetandput

heronthebed.Icravedtohavehersomuch.I

tookinherlavenderscentandsmiledindelight.

Icaressedherbodyanditfeltdifferent.Ithas

trulybeentoolongandIhavemissedher.I

kissedallofherandenteredhertemple.My

ladymovedwithmeasthechambergotfilled

withourpleasuresounds.Weknewwehaveto

keepitsilentbutthepleasurewefeltcontrolled

us.Imadelovetoherlikeitisthefirstandlast



timeuntilpleasureovertookus.Iheldherinmy

armsafterthebeautifulmoment.Shefell

asleepbecauseshewasexhausted.Ifinallyhad

myheartbackinmyarmsandIshallbe

damnedifIlethergoagain. 
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#Ndoni

IopenedmystilltiredeyesslowlyandIheard

theroostercrowloudly.SuddenlyIhearda

scratchingsoundonthedoorandavoicethat

calledoutmyname.Iwokecompletelyand

realisedI'mlayingnexttoNtsika.Wehavenot

managedtowakeupbeforesunset.The

scratchingonthedoorbecamemoreurgent



andmyheartracedsofast.

.

Me:Ntsika,wakeup(Ishookhim)

Ntsika:Whatseemstobethematter?(he

openedhiseyes)

Me:Wehavefailedtowakebeforesunset,my

Prince.(hesatup)

Voice:Ndoni!(saidthevoiceontheotherside

ofthedoor)

Ntsika:Getdressed,Ndoni.Wemustbothget

dressed.Yourfathershallhaveasharpspear

piercedintomyfleshforhavingyouhere.

Me:Healreadyknows,Ntsika(tearsrandown

mycheek)

Ntsika:Letusgetdressedandfacethe

consequencesofouractions.

.

Westoodandputonourclothesquickly.Ican



nothaveFatherkillNtsika.IfhekillsthemanI

loveIshallnotbeabletolive.Iembracedhim

onelasttimebecausewemightnevergetthe

chance.Thevoiceandscratchingatthedoor

soundedmoredesperate.Iopenedthedoor.

.

Ntando:Ndoni,haveyoulostyourmind?

Me:Howdidyouknowyoushallfindmehere?

Ntando:Isawyoucometotheguestchambers

afterthecelebration.Ididnotknowwhich

chamberyouwenttobutIsawMbaleki

standingbeforethisone.

Me:Hasanyoneelseseenhim?

Ntando:Ishallhavenoknowledgeofthat.

Ndoni,Mbalekiisyourprotector,shegoes

whereyougo.TheKingandQueencouldhave

seenthis. 

Ntsika:Itismyfault,myapologies.

Ntando:YouhavedisgracedthePrincessof



Zwelihle.FathershallhaveMliloclawyouto

death.

Me:ShallyoutelltheKing,Ntando?Donot

brother,Ibegofyou(helookedatmeforlong)

Ntando:Ishallnotshamemyownsisterlike

that.YouPrincehavetodorightbythePrincess

orIshallletourFatherhaveknowledgeofthis.

Ntsika:Ishall,youhavemyfullpromise.

Ntando:Come,NdoniletusgototheRoyal

Housebeforetheywake.LookMbalekitriedto

wakeyo,shehasdamagedthedoor.

Me:Mythankstoyouboth. 

Ntsika:Gowell.(Ilookedathimandsmiled)

.

Wehurriedandmadeourwaybacktotheroyal

house.HowblessedamItohaveayoung

maturebrother.Wewalkedinandweheardthe

Kingspeakbehindus.Ifeltlikecollapsingto

thefloor.



.

Father:Ntandoyabantu,wheredoyouboth

comefrom?(webowedourheadsingreeting)

Ntando:Father,Igotafraidlastnightaftermy

slumbergotinterruptedbyabaddream.Iasked

Ndonitopleasesleepwithmeinmychamber.

Father:Butyoudonotcomefromthedirection

ofyourchamber.(helookedatusintensely)

Me:Father,Ihavetoletyouknowof...

Ntando:Wecomefromthefoodchamber,

Father.Wegothungryandwecomefromthere.

Wehopedtoreturntoourchamberbeforeall

see.Ourapologies,myKing(hecutmeshort)

Father:Youneedtoapologiseforgivingyour

bellieswhatitwants.Allinthishouseisyours

too(helaughedsoftly)

Me:Ourthanks,Father.Weshallnowgotoour

chambertoprepareforthemorningfeast. 

Father:Shallyoueatagain?(helaughed)



Ntando:Ishall,aPrincehastoeattobestrong

(welaughed)

Father:Youmaygo,mychildren.Ishallnotbe

atthemorningfeast. 

Me:Gowell,Father.

Father:NotbeforeIwishmydaughteronher

specialday.Youarenowamaturemaiden,

Ndoniyamanzi.Myheartfeelsjoythatyou

standbeforeme.ShallyourFatherpleaseget

anembrace?

Me:Yes,Father(Ismiledandembracedhim)

Father:Ntandotakeyoursisterbeforeher

chambertoensuresheenterssafely.

Ntando:Ishall,myKing.(theyshookhands)

.

WepartedwayswiththeKingashemadehis

wayoutoftheRoyalHome.Ntandowishedme

onmyspecialday.Ifelttrulyspecial.Hewalked

metomychamber.



.

Me:Ntando,mythanksforallyouhavedone.

Ntando:Itshallpainmetoseeyouintrouble,

Ndoni.ThatPrincemustdorightbyyouoreven

Ishallholdangerforhim.

Me:Heshall,brother.Nowgoandgetreadyfor

themorningfeast.Iloveyou.

Ntando:AndIyou,PrincessofZwelihle. 

.

HeleftmychamberandIdonotbelievehow

luckhasfavouredme.Istillfeltsicklikebefore

thefeast.Iwonderwhenthenervesshallleave

mybody.Igotreadytomeetthefamilyandgot

dressed.Ifeltdizzyandcollapsed.Icouldfeel

MbalekilickingmyforeheadasIlaidtherebutI

fellasleep.Iheardavoicecallmynameandit

isNcedi's.

.

Ncedi:PrincessNdoni,wakeup!(sheslapped



mycheeklightly)

Me:Idonotfeelwell,Ncedi.(Imanagedtosay)

Ncedi:ComeIshallhelpyouonyourbed.(she

helpedmeup)

Queen:Ncedi,whatistakingyousolongtocall

Ndoni(shewalkedin)

Ncedi:Ifoundheronherchamberfloor,My

Queen.Sheisnotwell.

Queen:Myblossom,whatisthematter?(she

feltmyfacewithherhand)

Me:Iambetternow,myQueen.Ijustneedto

eat.Ifeltsickanddizzy(sheandNcedilooked

ateachother)

Queen:ShallIhaveyourfoodbeboughttoyour

chamber?

Me:Ishalleatwiththefamily,myQueen.Donot

fear,Ishallnotcollapseagain.

.



TheQueenandNcedihelpedmegetfully

dressed.Ifeltmuchbetternow,itmustbethe

nerves.Motherlookedlikesheisnotherself

anditworriedme.Wejoinedthefamilyforthe

morningfeastandtheyandsomeofthehelpers

sangsongsofcelebrationforme.Ourguests

whohaveremainedshallalsobegettingafeast.

Ntandonowalsohadtobedishonesttothe

Kingbecauseofme.IshalltelltheQueentotell

fatherthetruth.Wesatandweenjoyedour

meal.IshallnotgotoNtsikaatsunset,itistoo

dangerous.Iffatherhadbeentheonewho

caughtus,Ntsikawouldbenolongerofthislife

andIcannotriskbeingthecauseofhim

meetinghisend.

.

.

#Queen Nobu

ThePrincesshascollapsedandshefeelssick.I

shallhavetoaskherifshehasgonetoher



womanlymonthlycycle.Sheisnolongerpure

soshemightbenaturinganUmhlabaheir.Has

ShibaallowedNdonitomeetthisdestinyto

bringpeacebetweenXoloandXhanti?Ihaveto

actquicklytobringpeacetothisfeud.Ihad

Ndoniwalkwithme.

.

Me:NdoniIhavetoaskyousomething,my

blossom?

Ndoni:Youmayask,mother.

Me:Haveyougonetoyourwomanlycycle?(she

didnotlookalarmed)

Ndoni:No,motherbutdonotfear.Ihavenever

hadanormalcycle.Idonotgetitallthemonths.

Me:Haveyoufeltothersicknessbesideyou

feelingdizzy?

Ndoni:NoIhavenot,myQueen.Whatseemsto

bethematter?Ismenotgettingmywomanly

cyclenormallynotgood?



Me:Donotfear,myblossom.Youtakeafterme

becauseIwaslikethatasayoungmaidentoo

(shesmiledinrelief)

Ndoni:Itseemsmoreisonyourthoughts.What

isit,myQueen?

Me:WhatMbalekididtoNandeatthe

welcominghasbeeninmythoughtsforlong

now.Sheshallnotattackifshedidnotfeelyou

areinharm.Ndoni,whathashappened?(she

lookedaway)

Ndoni:Nothing,mother.

Me:ThenlooktheQueenintheeyes,dear

Princess.Ishallseeifyouspeakthetruth.(she

lookedatme)

Ndoni:Ihavenotbeenhonestwithyou,my

Queen.Myapologies.(shestartedtocry)

Me:IholdnoangerforyoubutIwantyoutotell

mewhathappenedatonce.WhathasNande

donetoyouwhileyouwereinherhouse?



Ndoni:Shehadmetakenbyherguards.Shedid

notlikethatNtsikaandIfeelloveforeachother.

Theytookmetothefield.(Ifeltmyangerrise)

Me:Havethosesavageshurtyou?

Ndoni:No,themangavememercyandletme

runaway.Savagesalmosthadmeastheirsin

thewoods,Mother.ThatwaswhenShibalet

Mbalekiinmylife(shecried)

Me:Myapologiesthatyouhadtofeelsomuch

pain,myblossom.(Iembracedher)

Ndoni:Shibahasbeenwithmeallthetime.Iam

finenow.

Me:Whyhaveyounotspokentomeaboutthis?

Ndoni:Ifearedthatyouwouldcarryhateinyour

heart,myQueen.

Me:Ifeelangerinmyheart.Whatinstructions

didNandegivetheguards?

Ndoni:Toburnmealiveorfeedmetowild

animals.Theguardsaidhewouldburnan



animalandpresentit'sashesbeforeheras

mine.

Me:Nowondershecollapsed,sheknowsyou

tobedead.Shedidnotevenfeelguiltafterthe

fakeasheswasgiventoher.Nowonder

Mbalekiwasaggressivetowardsher.Your

companionfelthereviltowardsyou. 

Ndoni:MotherIaskofyoutonothateNtsika

fortheevilsofhismother.Heistrulykindand

nothinglikehisparents.

Me:Ishallnotholdhateforhimforthesinsof

hisparents,donotfear.

Ndoni:IknowthatNandedeservesallthat

cometoherbutIdonotwantyoutohaveher

filthybloodonyourhands.Fateshalldealwith

her,mother.

Me:ShedoesnotdeserveyourmercybutIshall

doasyouask.

Ndoni:Youpromise?(Ikissedhercheek)



Me:Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Iheldherhandandwewalkedon.Iwonder

whatelsehappenedtomyNdoniinthatevil

place.IshalltrulynotpunishthePrinceforthe

evilsofhisparents.NdoniandIwalkedtogreet

ourotherguestsbutsomehaveleftwiththe

King.IdonotknowifNdoniisnaturingababy

inherwombornotbutIshallmakesurethat

myblossomfindshappiness.Evenifhaveto

forcefatetofavourinherhappiness. 

.

.

#QueenNande

Istillcannotbelievethatthewhoreisactuallya

Princess.Icannottellherfatherthatsheisa

disgracesPrincessbecauseitmightbemyson

whohasshamedher.Theyshallmakesurehis

bloodspillsonthissoil.Ihavetomakesure



thattheydonotmeetorheshallhearofwhatI

did.Therewasadesperateknockonmydoor

andIgavepermissiontoenter.ItisNtsika.

.

Me:Ntsika,Ithinkwemustheadbacktoour

Kingdom.

Ntsika:Whatareyourunningfrom,Mother?Are

younottheonewhowantedtocomehereso

desperately?

Me:Ihavefallenill.Youhaveseenhowmybody

metwiththefloor.

Ntsika:Youlookedlikeyouhavesawaghost.

Whatseemstobethematter?

Me:Donotbesilly,myPrince.Iwasjustnotfell,

itmustbetheheat.

Ntsika:Iknowwhatyouhavedone!(heraised

hisvoice)

Me:Iholdnoknowledgeofwhatyouspeakof.



Ntsika:YouhadManqhobakillNdonibutyour

plantodosofailed.Youdaredtohavethe

womanmyheartchosenbekilled.

Me:ShewasnotgoodforyouNtsika.Ihadno

knowledgeofwhoshetrulyis.

Ntsika:Ihateyoumother.Ifeelsomuchhate

foryouandIwishIhadnotcomefromyour

cursedwomb!Idonothaverealpowerto

punishyouyetbutyoumarkmywords.OnceI

amKingIshallmakeyourlifehell.Ishallstrip

youofalltheroyalbenefitsandyoushallsuffer

asyouhavemademyNdonisuffer.(heis

furious)

Me:Ibegforyourforgiveness,Ntsika.Iwas

doingitforyouandofourKingdom.Ishalldo

anything.

Ntsika:HowIwishthatcheetahtoreyouapart.

Itwouldhavebeenadelighttowatch.Ishall

makeNdonimyfutureQueenandyoushall

wishyouhadbeenkind.Youareanevilwoman.



Youaccuseothersofbeingwitchesbutyouare

thetruewitch.Icurseyoumother(Istartedto

cry)

Me:Ntsika,pleasefindkindnessinyourheart.

Ntsika:Myheartisfilledwithkindnessbutyou

shallnevergetanyofitagain.Youaredeadin

myeyes.

.

HeleftinahurryandIcried.Iwasonlydoing

thisforhim.Manqhobashalldiefornotdoing

hisjob.NowIhaveasonwhocarrieshateinhis

heartforme.IwantedtiestoZwelihlebutIshall

havetotryandstopthembecausetheygirl

shallnotmakethingseasy.Ileftforthe

celebrationsbutafteritisdoneIshallleavethis

soil.IsatbesideNtsikabuthemovedaway

fromme.Icouldseehowheandthismaiden

lookedateachotherandIfeltnauseous.I

waiteduntilshestoodaloneandIapproached

toaskforfakeforgiveness.Thisbeastlookat



meandscratchedmydress.

.

Ndoni:CalmMbaleki,whatdoyouwantfrom

me? 

Me:Dohavethebeastleaveus,Ibegofyou.

Ndoni:SheshallnotevenifIbegher.Shefeels

yourevilsoul.

Me:Ihavecometoaskforforgiveness,dear

Princess.

Ndoni:Ishallnotacceptforgivenessthatisfull

ofdeceit.Iknowthatyouarebeforeme

becauseNtsikaknowsofyourevilsandyou

wishformetosoftenhisheart.Ishallnot

acceptyourforgiveness.

Nobu:Ndoni,isallfineblossom(shewalked

behindNdoni).

Me:Ihavecometobegforforgivenessfrom

thePrincess.Ihavebeenunkindtoherwhen

shewasaservantinmyhouse. 



Ndoni:IshallnothavetheKingkillyoubecause

Idonotwantthesoilofmypeopletobecursed

byyourblood.Idonotacceptyourapology.

Mayfatedotoyouasyoudeserve.

Me:Ibegofyou. 

.

TheyleftmestandingandIwalkedforwardto

touchherandbegmoreandthebeasthadit's

clawsinthefleshofmyarmbeforeIknewit.

Thepainmademescreamanditlookedlikeit

wantedtokillme.Nobubelehadroyal

caretakerstakecareofme.IlookedatNtsika

andhespoketootherguestsdelightfullyasif

hismotherhadnotjustbeeninjured.Iwas

takentomyrestingchamberandfeltalotof

pain.TheyshallregretthisandIshallhavethat

beastkilledandmakeamatfromit'sskin.

HourswentandIheardassongsweresang

andIwishIhadnothonouredthisinvitation.I

wasrestinginmychamberwhenIfeltstrong



handsaroundmymouth.Itriedtocalloutfor

NtsikabutIfailed.Iwastiedandputina

carriage.Afterawhileitstood.Iwalkedwithmy

capturesinfear.WhenwestoppedIsawQueen

Nobuwithtwobiggerbeasts.

.

Nobu:Mythanksforbringinghertome,guards.

Me:MyQueen,Ibegofyounottohaveme

killed.IknowIhavecaus...

Nobu:Keepquiet(shecutmeshortgracefully)

Guard:Wouldyoulikeforustotakecareofher,

myQueen?

Nobu:Notnow,Ishallletyouknowwhen.

QueenNande!Areyouevenworthyofthattitle?

Me:Pleasedonotkillme(Icried)

Nobu:Iamawomanofkindness,Nandebut

youhavedonesomethingthathasangeredme.

YoudaredtohaveharmcometothePrincess

ofZwelihle.(shewalkedtome)



Me:Ihadnoknowle...

Guard:DonotspeakwhentheQueenis

speaking!

Nobu:Youseeyouarenowonthesoilof

Zwelihle.Ishalldotoyouasyouhavedoneto

mydaughter.Youorderedyourguardtofeed

hertowildanimals.IhavecomewithMliloand

MqhobiandtheyarenotlikeMbaleki.Theyshall

domorethenjustscratchyou.Theyshallbite

yourneckuntilyounolongerhavepulse.(I

startedtoshake)

Me:Ibegofyou,myQueen.

Nobu:SurelymyNdonihasbeggedforherlife

also.Ishallhowevernothavetheour

companionsdirtytheirclawswithyourrotten

flesh.Guardbringmetheoil.(hecamewitha

bucket)

Me:OhIbegformercy,myQueen. 

.



Shedidnotlistenandhadtheguardsthrowtwo

bucketsofoilonmybody.IcriedsomuchthatI

wetmyselfoutoffear.Shelitafirelampsand

helditclosetome.Ibeggedformylife.

.

Nobu:Youhaveturnedmeintoanangered

woman,Nande.Idonotknowaboutyoubut

whenmychildrenareharmedIambecome

moredeadlythenthesetwobeastscombined.

(sheheldthetorchabovemyheadandI

screamed)

Me:Ibegofyou,Ishalldoanythingyousay.

Nobu:RightnowallIwishistoletyoumeetthe

samefatethatyouhavewishedformy

daughter.Ishallhaveyourashessenttoyour

devilson. 

Me:Havemercy,QueenNobulele.Ibegofyou.

.

Shestillhadthefiretorchheldfirmlyovermy



head.Icouldfeelit'sheatsomuchbecausemy

bodyiscoveredinoil.Iimmediatelyfeltregret

forwhatIhaddonetotheyoungmaiden.Ihave

wishedsuchevilforherbutnowIamtheone

feelingit.IbeggedtheQueenofZwelihleto

showmercybuthereyesweredark,clearlyfull

ofangerandhate.Myentirebodyshiveredin

fear.Fatehasturnedthetablesandmyheartis

fullofregretfortheevilsIhavedone.Ntsika

doesnotcarewhatbecomesofme.Iclosedmy

eyesasIgotreadytomeetmypainfulend!

#NOSI
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#Queen Nobu

Theangerthatthiswomanawakensinmehas



mademeturnintoapersonIdonotknow.I

watchedherscreamandbegforherlifeandI

imaginedhowNdonisufferedbecauseofher. 

.

Nande:Ibegforkindness,myQueen.I'mfilled

withregretforwhatIputyourdaughterthrough.

Me:WhyshouldIsparethelifeofawicket

woman?

Nande:BecauseIshallallowourchildrento

wedastheirheartshavebeenlongingto.

Me:Theydonotneedyouruselesspermission.

Ndoniisnolongeraservantinyourfilthy

house. 

Nande:Thentellmewhattodo,tohaveyou

showmekindness.Ishalldoanything,youhave

mypromise.Justdonotburnme.(shecried)

Me:Ihavesomethingthatyoucandoforme.If

youdarebetraymeNandeIshallkillyou. 

Nande:Ishallnot.Ishalldoasyouwishforme



todo.

Me:Iwantyoutogotoyourcowardofa

husbandandhavehimcomehereandbow

beforetheKingofZwelihle.Iwanthimtobeg

forforgiveness.

Nande:WhatsinhasmyKingcausedagainst

yourhusband?

Me:Donotplaythefool!JustgotoyourKing

andpursuedhimtocomehere.

Nande:HowdoIknowthatyoushallnothave

usbothkilledwhenwesetfootonyoursoil?

Me:IshallnotbutifyoudonotdoasIorder,I

shallcomeforyou.Iaffordresourcesthatallow

metogettoyouevenwhenyouarehiding

behindthedoorofyourhouse.

Nande:Ishalldoasyousay.Ishallpersuade

theKingofUmhlabaOchumileyotocometo

Zwelihleandapologiseforhiswrongdoings.I

knowthepoweryourKingdomholdssoIshall



notdarebetrayyou.

Me:MyNdonishallwedyoursonandshalllive

inyourhouse.Ifyoumakemydaughtercry

evenifit'sjustonce,Ishallcomeforyouand

yourbeggingshallfallondeafears.

Nande:IshallbekindtothePrincessof

Zwelihle. 

Me:Untieher,YouaretoleavetoyourKingdom

atonce.IfyoufailinyourdutyIshallfailto

showyoumercynexttime.

Nande:Helistenstomyadvice.TheKingshall

come,youhavemypromise.NtsikaandIshall

leaveatonceandheshallalsogoandbeghis

father.SurelythePrincesshastoldhimthathis

fatherwrongedhers.

Me:Ishallbeexpectingyou.Iamonlyshowing

youmercybecausemyNdonilovesyourson.

DonotbetraymeNande.Youdonotwishto

knowthewrathZwelihlebringstoit'senemies.



Nande:IshallbeafooltobetraytheQueenof

Zwelihle.

.

TheyuntiedherandIcouldseethatsheisreally

scared.IknowthatIshallneverbecapableof

killingherbutIcannotletherknowthat.Ihave

madeapromisetoNdonitonothaveherkilled.

Myblossomisright,fateshallsurelydealwith

her.ButifshebetraysmeIshallnotbethekind

womanI'mknowntobe.Xhantijusthasto

apologisetotheKingofZwelihle.IknowXolo,

heshallwelcometheapologyifitistrue.His

heartissoftbutitishiddenbyhistough

exterior.IletmyguardstakeNandebacktothe

royalgrounds.Igotintothecarriagewiththe

twobeautifulbeastsandrodeon.Iheardsongs

ofcelebrationsanddrumsstillgoingasI

approached.IgotoffandIwenttowheremy

Ndoniis.Sheissittingwithotherroyalmaidens

andlaughingsomuch.Mybeautifuldaughter!

HowIwishtohearherlaughallherdays.I



approachedandtheyallbowedtheirheadsin

greeting.

.

Me:Myblossom,mayIspeaktoyou? 

Ndoni:Youneednotask,myQueen.Myladies,

pleasemayIbeexcused(theysmiled,nodded

andweleftthem)

Me:Iseeyouhavemadefriends.Thatistruly

lovely.(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Theyareallsokind,Mother.Threeof

themaretomeettheirgroomssoon.Theyare

terrified(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:TheyneednottofeariftheirKingshas

foundthemgoodKingdomstowedto.

Ndoni:MuchlikeZinzi,sheisluckytobeabride

ofZwelihle.

Me:Shetrulyisagoodmaidenandshallmake

agoodQueensomeday.Aswillyou.(she

blushed)



Ndoni:Iwishitcouldbethatway.Ihavebeen

lookingforyouallover.

Me:Ihavecomewithsomepromisingnews(I

smiled)

Ndoni:Hasmyfather'sheartsoftened?

Me:Yourfather'sheartisalwayssoft,itisjust

hardwhenitcomestoXhanti.

Ndoni:Thenwhatpromisingnewsdoyouspeak

of,myQueen?

Me:ImighthavefoundawayforXhantito

apologise.

Ndoni:Haveyousentforhimtobebroughtto

Zwelihlebyforce?(Ilaughed)

Me:Thatshallonlymakethingsworse.Ihave

orderedNandetogopursuedherhusbandto

begforforgiveness.

Ndoni:Howhaveyoumanagedtodothat? 

Me:ItisofnomatterrightnowbutIbelieveshe



shalldoasIsay.

Ndoni:Sheisasnake,myQueen.Howcanyou

trustasnake?

Me:Evenasnakeknowswhentosurrenderat

times.Sheknowswhatwillcometoherifshe

fails.

Ndoni:MyQueen,Idonotwantyoutoturninto

anunkindwomanbecauseofthatwoman.She

isofnoworth.

Me:Donotfear,Ndoni.Ishallneverhavemy

heartturnedtostonebecauseofher.Iama

QueenandIwanttoremainatrueone.Ishall

sendforsomeonetocallyourPrince.

Ndoni:WhyifImayask?

Me:Iwouldliketoofficiallymeethimandleave

youtosaygoodbyeuntilhereturnsagain.

Ndoni:Iunderstand,mother.

.



IembracedherandIhopedthatIdonotreekof

smoke.Ilovemylittleblossom.Shewasthe

blessingIgotonthisdayeighteenyearsago.I

wasfilledwithjoywhenIfoundthatsheisa

maiden.It'sapitythatwegotrobbedofthejoys

ofbuildingabondbutIfeellikeopeningmy

heartandbeingunderstandingmakeshertrust

meandithascreatedabondthatIshallnever

allowtobebrokenagain.Iwenttoamessenger

andhadherlovesummonedtomeatonce

beforeheleavesthissoil.

.

.

#Ndoni

TheQueenhasputhertrustinNandeandit

bringsfeartomyheart.Nandehasalwaystried

tokeepmeawayfromherson.Whyshallshe

changeherheartnow?IhopetheQueenhas

notdonesomethingthatgoesagainstthe

valuesshebelievesinforme.Ontheotherside



IfelthappythatsheshallmeetNtsika.Thetwo

ofusstoodandwaitedforaguardtobring

Ntsika.TheywalkedinandIcouldseehedid

notexpecttomeetmeandmymother. 

.

Ntsika:Yourhighness(hebowedhishead)

Mother:Greetings,PrinceNtsika.Idohopeyou

donotmindmemeetingyouheretoo.

Ntsika:HowcanImindsuchabeautifulhonour?

(mothersmiled)

Mother:Ihaveheardmuchaboutyou,dear

Prince.Iwantedtoseeifyouareindeedthe

manmydaughterseesyoutobe.

Ntsika:Mythanksformeetingwithme,my

Queen.Allowmetofirstlyapologiseforallthat

yourdaughterhasbeenthroughundermy

father'sroof.Iheldnoknowledgeofmy

mother'splantohaveherkilled.IfIhadIwould

havestoppedit.



Mother:Ishallneverputtheburdensofyour

parentssinsonyourshoulder.Ihaveheard

fromNdonihowyouhavetreatedherwith

kindnesstheminutefatebroughtyoutwo

together.Iwouldliketogiveyoumythanks,

youngPrince.

Ntsika:Itwasallanhonour,myQueen.Ndoniis

abeautiful,kindmaiden.Myheartchoseherthe

secondmyeyesmetwithhers. 

Mother:Youarealsoresponsibleforher

disgrace.Ndoniexplainedtomewhyshe

urgentlywishedtodoitbutitstilldoesnottake

awaythefactthatitisyouwhohadheras

yoursandyouneedtodorightbyher.

Ntsika:Ihavefullintentionstowedher,my

Queen.Idonotwantshametocometoher.

Allowmetomakehermybride,Ibegofyou.

Mother:Ibelieveshehastoldyouaboutyour

father'sbetrayal?(helookeddowninshame)

Ntsika:Istandshamedtobecalledtheirsonat



thismoment.Ishallgobacktomyfatherand

askifhimtosendhisapologies.Heisnotabad

manbuthehasdoneabaddeedandIbelieve

heshallagreetocorrectit.Iloveyourdaughter,

QueenNobubele.(Ismiledandlookeddown)

Mother:Andshelovesyoubutfatehasput

beforeyouchallenges.Weshallallhavetounite

tomakeyourlovestopbecomingshameful.I

donotlikethatmydaughterisasecret.Sheis

thePrincessofapowerfulKingdomandshe

deserveshonour.

Ntsika:AndIshallgiveherthathonour.Igive

youmypromise.

Mother:Ishallbeleavingyoutobidfarewell.An

honouritwastomeetyou,Ntsika.(shesmiled)

Ntsika:Thehonourhasbeenmine,myQueen. 

Mother:Youshallgowell.Ishallhavethe

helperspackfoodforyouandyourmother.

Ntsika:Ourthanks,myQueen.Thecelebrations



wereindeedbeautiful.(shesmiledandnodded)

Mother:Hetrulyiskind,eyesdonotlie.Donot

staylong,myblossom(shewhisperedinmyear)

Me:Ishallnot,mother.

.

Sheembracedmeandleftus.Webothlooked

asshegracefullywalkedout.Iamsohappy

thatshelikeshim.Welookedateachotherand

smiled.

.

Ntsika:Yourmotheriskind(hewhispered)

Me:Whyareyouspeakingsoftly?(weboth

laughed)

Ntsika:Idonotknow.Igotyousomethingfrom

themarket.

Me:Whatisit?

Ntsika:Thisbeadednecklace,Ithoughtofyou

whenIsawit.Doyoulikeit?



Me:Ido,myPrince.Itisatruebeauty,my

thanks.

Ntsika:ShallIputitaroundyourneck?(Ismiled)

Me:Yes,please(heputitonandkissedmy

neck)

Ntsika:Iloveyourscentsomuch,young

maiden.(Ilaughedsoftlyandblushed)

Me:Itisjustlavenderbutter(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Iwasillatsunrisebeforethemorningfeast.

Ntsika:Howdidyoufeel? 

Me:Justillanddizzy.Ialsocollapsedtothe

floor(helookedworried)

Ntsika:Whyhaveyounotcometome?

Me:IcannotjustcometoyouNtsika.Iamfine

now.

Ntsika:Itpainsmetoleaveyouonceagain.I've

beenlongingforyouforsolong.(hekissedmy



forehead)

Me:Maybesoonweshallnolongerbeforcedto

beapart.Iwanttobeyourwife,Ntsikaandgive

youmanybabies.

Ntsika:BeautifulbabiesandIshallbehonoured

tohavetoasmywife.Hopefullyfateshall

favourusevenifit'sjustsowecanwed.

Me:IfeargoingbacktoyourKingdom.Mylast

staywasthatofpainandsorrow.

Ntsika:Youshallbemywife,Ndoni.Thefuture

QueenandaPrincessofZwelihle.Nonofmy

familyshalldareriskawarwithZwelihle.Igive

youmypromise.Ishallbethereeverytimeand

mymothershallnotbotheryou. 

Me:Ifeelsafeinyourarm,Warrior(hesmiledin

delight)

Ntsika:Asyoushould,youngmaiden.(we

embraced)

Me:IsZiphostillwell?



Ntsika:Sheiswellandinlove.SheandBantu

havepromisedtowedeachother.(weboth

smiled)

Me:Hefinallyopenedhisheartforhertoenter.

Shehasbeenyearningforitsomuch.

Ntsika:Ienvythemabit.Noonestandsagainst

theirunionbecausetheyarejustordinary.They

shallwedforloveandnottostrengthenan

alliancebetweenKingdoms.

Me:Weshallwedforloveandtostrengthenan

alliancebetweenourKingdoms. 

Ntsika:IwishIdidnothavetogo. 

Me:Ineedtogoback,myPrince.IfBukhosi

shouldseeusthereshallbetrouble. 

Ntsika:Ishallseeyousoon.

Me:Gowell.

Ntsika:Onlyyourkissshallmakemegowell(I

laughed)



.

Hekissedmeandthefeelingofhisbigwarm

handsonmywaistfeltgood.Thismanknows

justhowtohavemybodyreact.Ididnotwant

himtostopbutIknewIhadtoforbothour

sakes.WeembracedforalongtimeandIleft

him.Ilookedbackandfoundhimstaringwitha

smileonhisface.Iwavedandsmiled.Happy

thatIhaveseenhimbutalsosadtoleavehim.

HowIwishfatecouldsmileonus.HowIwish

Shibaseeshiminmydestinyforallmydaysto

come.Iwentbacktoenjoythecelebrations.

.

.

MEANWHILEINUMHLABAOCHUMILEYO!

#Lizwi

WhatafooltheKingis!Hedoesnotrealisethat

hehasgivenmetheperfectchancetodestroy

him.IshallnotrestuntilIsitontheseatof



power.Heshallregretunderminingme.Once

I'vedealtwithhimIshalldealwithhisgolden

seed,Ntsika.Oneofmymostloyalguards

walkedinandbowed.

.

Me:HaveyougotwhatItoldyoutoget?

Him:Ihavesucceeded,myPrince.Itwasnot

easybutIhavegotit.

Me:Youwouldhavepaiddearlyifyouhadnot.

Giveittome!(hegavemeapackage)

Him:Youshallputitinthevictim'sdrink,My

Prince.Itiswithoutscentandcolour.

Me:Ifyoutellanyoneaboutthis.Ishallhave

youfedtowildanimalswhileyourfamily

watches.

Him:Ishallnotbetrayyou. 

Me:Isitaslowpoison?Idonotwanthimtodie

onthespotbecausetheyshallsuspectme.



Him:Itshallfirstmakehimsickbeforekilling

him(Ismiled)

Me:Good,nowgo.HaveJongileservemeand

theKing.

Him:Ishallgoatonce.

.

Hestoodandrushedout.Ilookedatthe

packageandsmiled.AllshallthinkthatJongile

hasdoneit.IknowaboutherandFatherandI

shallletnoservantmakeafoolofmymother.I

wenttotheeatingchamberandwaitedforthe

King.HetooklongsoIorderedthefoodin.

Jongilecameinholdingthedrinkingcups.She

leftandIputinthepoison.Itwaslittlesothe

Kingshallnotnotice.Hefinallyjoinedme.

.

Me:Iwasstartingtothinkthatyoushallnotjoin

me,father.

Father:Iamtoohungry.Whyisthefoodnoton



thetable?

Me:Theyhavefirstcomewithdishesandcups.

I'msurethefoodshallcome.

Father:Ihopeyourbrotherandmotherarestill

well.

Me:Theyhavegonetoacelebration,myKing

andnotabattlefield.Iknowyoulongforthe

companyofyourPrince.

Father:Ido,heisgoodatnegotiatingbutyou

havecomealongwaytoo.

Me:ButIamnotasgoodashim.(Iclenched

myjaw)

Father:Ishallnotsaywordsthatarenotonmy

mind.

.

Jongilecameinholdingthegingerandpoured

itfortheKingandI.Alltheotherservantshave

seenthatsheistheonewhohasservedus.The

foodalsocameandwestartedtofeast.I



watchedashetooksipsofhisdrinkandIknew

thepoisonhasstartedtomoveinhisbody.We

ateandfinallyfinished.Wewereabouttoretire

toourchamberwhenhestartedtocough.

.

Me:Isallwell,father?

Father:Yes,myprince.I'msureitisjustasilly

cough. 

Me:Gorest,Father.WecannothavetheKing

fallill.

Father:Untilsunrise.

.

Heleftmestillcoughing.Iknewitwasthetoxic

liquidIgavehim.SoonIshalldealwithNtsika.

Fathershallwishhehadfavouredmeoncehe

getstotheworldofourancestors.Hisgolden

seedshallsoonmeetthesamefate.Ishallwait

untilthepoisonfeedsonhisbody.Ishallput

theemptypackageinJongi'schamberandshe



shalltakethefallforthepoisoningoftheKing.I

shallavengemymotherforwhattheyhave

doneagainstherback.Ishallalsobeastep

closertosittingonthethrown.KingLizwiof

UmhlabaOchumileyo!Ilovehowpowerfulit

sounds!Isatinmychamberandlaughedin

delight. 

#NOSI
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#Queen Nande

IcannotbelievethatNobuleledaredtodothat

totheQueenofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Ifshe

thinksthatIshallletgoandforgetthensheisa

fool!Burningmewouldhavebeeninherbest

interest.Ichangedclothesandtookawetcloth



withwarmwatertowipethedisgustingoiloff

mybody.Therewasaloudknockonthedoor

andIfearedthatitmightbeNobu'sguards

onceagain.Istoodinsilencebutitkepton.

.

Ntsika:Nande,openitismeNtsika.

Me:Ishallopeninaminute.Iamnotyetproper

(Iwrappedaclotharoundmybody)

Ntsika:IshallspeakwhileIamstandinghere,it

isofnoneedformetoenter(heshoutedandI

opened)

Me:Ntsika,Ishallnottoleratebeingcalledby

myname. 

Ntsika:ShallIcallyouWitch?Ibelieveitismore

fittingforyouthenthetitleofQueenorMother.

(Ilookedathiminshock)

Me:TheKingshallhearofthis!Youhaveill

treatedmeallthistimeandevenwatchedas

thatdirtybeastscratchmyflesh.



Ntsika:HaveInottoldyouthatyouaredeadto

me?

Me:Youcomefrommywomb,Ntsika.Such

unkindnesstowardsyourownmotherandall

becauseofamaiden?

Ntsika:Ishallnotspeakabouttheevilsyou

havecausedNdonibecauseIshallnotbein

controloftheangeritmightbring. 

Me:HowmanytimesmustIbegforyour

forgiveness? 

Ntsika:Donotwasteyourbreath,Nande.My

earsaredeaftoyourplea. 

Me:HaveyouanyideawhatIhavegone

through?Yourdearmaiden'smotherhadme

capturedandpouredoilovermybody.IfIhad

notbeggedformylifeshewouldhavelitmeup.

(Istartedtocry)

Ntsika:HowIwishshehadhonouredmewith

aninvitationtothat.(hisvoiceandeyeswere



cold)

Me:Ntsika,Ibegforyourforgiveness.

Ntsika:YouandLizwiareofonekind.Hehas

alwayshidbehindyourskirts.Nowonderhe

holdsacoldheartinhischest.Youhavepassed

onyourevilcursetohimanditissuchashame.

Youdonotdeservetobecalledmother. 

Me:Ibeg...

Ntsika:IhavemetwiththeQueenofZwelihle

andsheisofkindness.Ifshehadacoldheart

shewouldhavewatchedasyouburnttoashes.

Sheiswarmandshedeservestobecalled

QueenandMother.WhenIwedmyNdoniIshall

feelthewarmthofaMotherfrommybride's

mother!MyNdonitakesthekindnessifher

motherandthefutureofUmhlabaOchumileyo

lookedbrightbecausesheisit'sfutureQueen

whetheryoulikeitornot!Blessedshallmy

ancestorssoilbetohaveherleaditbymyside.

NottheexcuseofaQueenyouare!(hecutme



short)

Me:Youdonotmeansuchunkindwords.Itis

theangeryoustillholdinyourheartformethat

isspeaking.Ishallgiveyoutimetocalm.

Ntsika:LikeIhavetoldyou,youaredeadtome.

Ihavenotcomeheretohearyoubeg.Weareto

leavethissoilatonce. 

Me:Iagreewithyou.ImissmyKingdom.

Ntsika:Ishallgogeteverythingreadyforour

departure.

.

Iwatchedashewalkedoutandleftme.Not

havingacareifthatcheetahhurtmeorthat

Nobualmostkilledme.IrealisedthatIshall

holdnopoweroverhimoncehesitsonthe

thrownsomeday.Shouldhewedthismaiden

sheshallleadweighhimandsheshallpoison

himmoreagainstme.Ishouldhavegroomed

hismindtolistentomycontrolasIhavedone



withLizwibutitistoolate.Ishallfailin

groominganmaturedman.Isatandwrote

something.Ihadaroyalmessengercomeand

takeittowhoitismeantfor.Istoodwiththe

manwhoshalldeliverit.

.

Me:ThisisanoteofgratitudetotheKingof

Zwelihle.Doensurethathereceivesit 

Him:Asyouwish,yourhighness.

Me:Nowgoatonce.

.

HeleftandIhadmyclothingbeoutinthe

carriage.Ntsikaleftmesayingheshallgetthe

foodNobuhaspreparedforus.Igotontothe

carriage.Thecontrollerwasalreadyathisplace.

.

Me:Wecango. 

Him:ShallthePrincenotridewithus?



Me:Heistofollowinthecarriageoftheguards.

Hestillhasimportantmatterstoattendto.Now

goatonce.

Him:Asyouwish,myQueen.

.

Thewheelsofthecarriagestartedtomoveas

thehorsesmovedforwardgracefully.Iordered

morespeedandmywishwasgranted.Queen

Nobumadeamistakebytellingmeaboutthe

hatebetweenourhusbands.Iheldno

knowledgeofit.Ntsikahasmadeamistakeby

declaringmedeadinhiseyes.Itpainsmeto

hurtthechildthatcomesofmywombbuthe

haschosentogowiththeenemy.Ifheseesme

asdeadbeforehiseyesthensurelyitisfitting

thatheisdeadbeforemine.Hisdeathshall

makehisfathergotowarwithZwelihleandI

feartheoutcomesbutIshallnotbemadeafool.

.

.



#King Xolo

IsatwiththemenofotherKingdoms

discussingpossiblebusinesstieswithbetween

ourKingdoms.Myheartishappythatmy

daughterscelebrationswereatruesuccess.I

havespokentosomematuredPrincesfrom

good,strongKingdomstoseeifIshallfinda

suitorforPrincess.Xhanti'ssonhadmost

listeningtohimyesterdayandheseemslikea

truenegotiatorbutIshallnotallowhimnearmy

Kingdom.Amessengerapproachedandbowed

hishead.

.

Him:MyKing,allowmetogivemyapologyfor

interruptingbutthishasbeenleftforyou.(he

gavemeanote)

Me:Whodoesitcomefrom?

Him:OneoftheQueenswhohavehonouredthe

invite.Shesaidthatitistogivethankstoyou

forthewonderfulcelebrations.



Me:Mythanks,youmaygo.

Him:Asyouwish,yourhighness.

.

Ilookedattheletterforalongwhilebefore

openingit.Itcontainsnopoisonbecausethe

messengersknowtocheckitfirst.Which

Kingdom'sQueencouldhavesentit?Allletters

ofthanksaretogototheQueenandZinzi.I

openedtheletterandstartedreadingit.Each

wordIreadleftmeangered.Istoodupinanger

andexcusedmyselffromthemen.Iwentto

anotheremptychamberandhadNobu

summonedatonce.Shejoinedmeafterawhile.

.

Nobu:MyKing,Ithoughtyou...

Me:Isthereanythingyouwishtotellme,

Nobubele?(Icuthershortinanger)

Nobu:Suchaswhat,MyKing?

Me:HasNdoniyamanzibeendisgraced?(her



mouthwidenedinshock)

Nobu:Xolo,thisisnot...

Me:HasNdoniyamanzibeendisgraced,My

Queen?(Icuthershortonceagain)

Nobu:Yes,shehasbeenbutyouhaveto

rememberthatshehadnoknowledgeofher

trueidentity.Shehasalwaysknownherselfto

beanorphanandaservant.

Me:Whyhaveyoukeptthisfromme?DoIlook

likeafool,Nobu?(Ishoutedandshejumped

outoffright)

Nobu:Ishallneverthinkofyouasafool.My

apologiesforkeepingthisknowledgefromyou.

Me:Youalsokeptthefactthatthesonof

Xhantihadmydaughterasabedroommaid

whileshewasaservantinthatbetrayershouse!

Nobu:Hehasdonenosuchthing,Xolo.He

lovesherandwishestohonourher.

Ndoniyamanziloveshimtoo.Grantthem



permissiontowed,myKing 

Me:Donotinsultme,Nobubele.Donotinsult

theKingdomofZwelihle.Ishallshowthatboy

whatIdotothosewhobetrayme.!

Nobu:Xolo,Ibegofyoumyhusband.These

childrenloveeach...

.

Angertookoverallinchesofmybody.Iamnow

controlledbytheangerIhaveheldforXhanti

andnowhissontoo.Howdarehebringshame

tothePrincessofZwelihle!Howdarethe

Queendeclarethislovewhenmydaughterwas

forced?!ThatboyandhisentireKingdomshall

feelwhatZwelihlecando.Ishouldhavedone

thislongagowithXhanti.Nooneshalldareget

awaywithbetrayingmeagain,noone!

.

.

#Ndoni



Itseemsthesecelebrationsshallnotendnow

butIamnotcomplaining.Ihavemadefriends

withthesemaidensandIshallgowiththeKing

andQueentovisittheirKingdomesomeday.My

heartalreadylongsforNtsikabutsurelyheis

farbynow.IsawtheQueenapproachwitha

desperatelookonherface.Shelookedaround

inthecrowd,maybesheislookingforme.I

stoodandwalkedtoherquickly.

.

Me:Mother,whatseemstobethematter? 

Mother:WhereisNtsika?(hervoicesounded

likethatofafearfulperson)

Me:Heislonggone.Hehasgonetohis

Kingdom.

Mother:Youwereright,Ishouldnothave

trustedthatsnake,myblossom.Iknowsheis

theoneguiltyofthis.Ihaveneverseenyour

fathersoangered.(myheartstartedtobeat

faster)



Me:Idonotunderstand.

Mother:Nandetoldyourfatherthatyouhave

beendisgracedbyherson.Sheknowshemight

getkilledhereforsuchacrime.Howcana

motherdothattoachildthatshehasnurtured

inherwomb?(shestartedtocry)

Me:Calm,MotherIshalltelltheKingthatIlove

Ntsika.

Mother:HethinksNtsikahasmadeyouhis

bedroommaidandhadyougiveyourselftohim

forcefully.

Me:Butthatisofnotruth!Ishallgotohimand

beghimtounderstand.

.

IrannotevenknowingwheretheKingof

Zwelihleis.Tearsareflowingdownmycheeks

uncontrollablyasIranandmotherjustbehind

me.HowcanNandedosucheviltoherson?

Doesshenotknowheshallbepunishedheavily?



Doessheknowthatshemightcauseawar

betweenthetwoKingdoms?AwarherKingdom

shallneverwinunlesstheyholdsomemiracle.

Whydoesfatenotfavourourunionsomuch?

AllIwishittowedNtsikaandbehappywith

himforallourdays.Isawtheguardsforce

holdingsomeoneandIsawitisNtsika.Iranto

themasfastasIcould.

.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Letgoofhimatonce! 

Guard:Ourapologies,dearPrincess.Thisisa

directorderfromtheKing.

Mother:WellIamhiswideandIorderyouto

releasehim(shestoodbeforethem)

Guard:Weshallnotoverruleanorderthat

comesfromtheKing. 

Me:Ibegofyou,hehasdonenothingwrong!(I

criedandgotontopofoneofthem)

Ntsika:Ndoni,youshallgetharmed!Getoffat



once,Ibegofyou. 

Me:Ishallnot!(Iclungon)

Ntsika:Ibegofyou,youngmaiden.

Mother:LetthemtakehimtotheKing,Ndoni. 

.

Igotofftheguardweepinglikeachild.Theyno

longerforcedhimtowalkedbecausehewalked

straightandwithhonour.Ifollowedrightbehind.

SurelytheKingshallnotbreakmyheartlikethis.

WefinallyreachedtheKingwhowasfurious.

Helookedatmebutlookedawayagainquickly.

.

Father:TaketheQueenandPrincessaway.

Me:Ishallnotgo,Father.IlovehimandIbegof

youtostopthis,myKing.Ibegofyou.Weshall

leaveyourKingdomandnevertoreturn.We

shallensurenoshamecomestoyou. 

Mother:Donotrisklosingheronceagain,Xolo.



Ishallnotsurviveitasecondtime.Heiskind

andpromisedtohonourher.

Father:HaveyoudareddisgracethePrincessof

Zwelihle?!(heshoutedinangerpointingat

Ntsika)

Ntsika:Iamguiltyofmakingyourdaughter

impure,myKing.Ishalltakefullresponsibility

ofthesin. 

Father:EverythingthatcomesfromXhanti

seemsrotten.Youshallpayfordisgracingthe

onlyPrincessofZwelihle!

.

BeforeweknewitNtsikawasbeingbeatenby

thetwoguardswhoheldhim.Iknowmywarrior

hasthestrengthtofightbackbuthechosenot

toanditpainedme.Ifelteachpunchandkick

thatwenttohisbodyasifitwasIwholaid

there.Ibeggedfathernottohavehimkilledbut

mybeggingfellondeafears.Iknowheis

takingtheangerheheldforKingXhantiouton



Ntsika.Heorderedforthemtostopandhe

raisedhisroyalsticktogivesignaltoMlilo.I

knewthatthebeastwouldmakehimmeethis

end.IsawMliloapproachedandIrantocover

himwhenIfeltthesharpstingofhisclaws

piercemyback.Mothercriedoutaloudbitter

cryandIsawMbalekiattackMlilo.Ifeltthe

dizzinessagainandIfeltMothertouchme.

.

Mother:Doyouseewhatyouhavedonetoyour

daughter,Xolo?Sheiscarryinghisheir!! 

.

ImighthavefeltdizzyorillbutIheardwhatshe

said.ShesaidI'mcarryingNtsika'sheir!That

mybodyhaschosentonaturetheheirofthe

manthatIlove.Ifeltmybodygettingliftedoff

Ntsika'sandIdidnotwantittobecausehe

shallhavenoshield.IdonotknowifFather

shallshowhimmercybutmybodyisweaksoI

couldnotfightit.IcouldstillhearMothercry



buthercriessoundedliketheycomefromfar

now.Ifinallyclosedmyeyesandfellasleep.

ThoughIdonotknowwherethisslumbershall

leadmetobecauseitmightleadtomyend.
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#King Xolo

DayshavepassedandthePrinceandmyNdoni

havenotwokenup.MyQueenrefusestoleave

thesideofourPrincess.Myheartisfilledwith

regretbecauseNobuhastoldmewhatreally

happenedtoNdoniwhenshewasaservant.I

fearthatsheshallneverforgivemeonceshe

wakes.ZimbawalkedintothechamberIsat

andbowedhisheadingreeting.



.

Zimba:MyKing,myapologiesforinterrupting

you. 

Me:Ititofnomatter,Zimba.Youmayspeak.

Zimba:Youhaveavisitorandhesaysitisof

greaturgency.

Me:Hashetoldyouwhatbusinesssenthim

here?

Zimba:No,myKing.Heshallonlyspeaktoyou.

Donotfear,heisofnodangerwehavelooked.

Me:Ifearnodanger,Zimba.Havehimwaitfor

meintheguestchamber.Ishallmeethim.

Zimba:Asyouwish,yourhighness.

.

Zimbastoodandleftmewonderingwhothe

visitormightbewhenourhousehasjustbeen

filledwithvisitorsnotsolongago.Iworemy

properattireandIlefttomeetwiththeguest.I



enteredtheguestchamberandfoundaman

sitting.Hestoodandbowedtohisknees.

.

Me:Risebecausethatisnotthewaywegreet

onthissoil(hestood)

Him:Myapologies,KingofZwelihle.Itismy

firsttimeonthissoil.Iholdnoknowledgeofit's

customs.

Me:Whoareyou?

Him:IamDondo,amessengerfortheKingof

KingdomofUmhlabaOchumileyo. 

Me:WhatshallIdoforyou? 

Him:QueenNandehasinformedtheKingthat

PrinceNtsikawishedtoremainonyoursoilto

dealwithbusiness.Ihavebeensenttogethim

atonce.TheKingofmysoilisveryillandhe

asksforhiseldest.

Me:Didyoumentionthatheissick?



Him:Yes,myKinganditseemsitisserious.

ThatiswhyIaskforthePrincetoleavethissoil

beforeitistoolate. 

Me:IshallhavethePrincesentbacktohissoil

atonce.

Him:Mythanks.Iholdthisletterthatis

addressedtoyoubymyKing. 

Me:Whatisitabout?

Him:Iholdnoknowledgeofthat. 

Me:Youmayleave,Ishallhavemypeoplebring

yourPrincetoyoursoil.

Him:Asyouwish.

.

Hestoodandleft.Iamconcernedbecausethe

Princetheyseekisinaninjuryslumberbecause

ofme.IdonotfearawarwithhisKingdombut

mydaughteriscarryingtheirheir.Ishallnot

destroythesoilofherunbornchild'sancestors.

IcannotbelievethatXhantiisill!Imighthave



beenholdingangerforhimbutitpainsmeto

knowheisofweakhealth.Isatandopenedthe

letterandsoftlyreadtomyself.

.

Me:TotheKingofZwelihle.Istandashamed

foronlysendingthislettertoyouwhenIlayin

mychamberabouttomeetmyend.Ihavebeen

acoward,oldfriend.TheevildeedIcommitted

againstyouhashauntedmeallthesedays.I

havelostatruebrotheroutofgreed.Youcarry

thenameofKingsomuchbetterthenIshall

everhave.Iamill,oldfriendandIsuspectitis

myendbecauseIseemyancestorswhenI

slumber.Idonotwishtogotothelandofmy

ancestorsknowingthatpeacenevercame

betweenus.Ibegofyoutoforgiveme.Isend

mytruestapologiesforbetrayingyouforpower.

Iwishforyoutofindsomekindnessinyour

hearttoforgiveme.IwishIcouldriseandcome

toyoursoilmyselftolookyouintheeyesasI

apologisebutmybodyfailsme.Ishall



appreciateyourforgivenessinwritingandhave

itsenttomysoilwithimmediacy.Itshallmake

megotothesacredlandofmyancestorsin

peace.MythanksfortakingcareofmyQueen

andPrinceonyoursoil.Ishallwishforyouto

giveNtsikapermissiontosetfootinhis

Kingdomtomeetme.MyapologiesforallI

havedone,oldfriend. 

.

IreadthewritingsonceagainandIfeltmy

heartfeelpeace.Ihavewaitedforhimto

apologiseeversincehewrongedme.Iwishthe

lettercamebeforeIwrongedhissonoutof

anger.Istoodandwalkedtotheroyalcare

chamberwherethePrincelays.Oneofthe

caretakersapproachedinarushandIfeared

shewouldsaythatthePrincehasmethisend.I

shallneverforgivemyself.Shebowedherhead

ingreeting.

.



Her:Greetings,yourhighness.

Me:Greetings,maiden.Hassomemoreharm

cometoourguest?

Her:No,myKing.ThePrinceofUmhlaba

Ochumileyolaysawakeandisaskingforthe

Princess.

Me:Ishallgoandgivehimtheanswer.My

thanksfortakingcareofhim.

Her:Yes,myKing.

.

IwalkedtothechamberofcareandIfoundthe

youngmansittingupstraight,likeatruewarrior.

Igavepermissionfortheothercaretakersto

leavethechamber.Istoodshamedformy

wrongdoingagainsthim.

.

Ntsika:Greetings,KingXolo.Ishallliketogive

mythanksforshowingmemercy.Ihave

wrongedyoubydisgracingyourdaughterbut



myonlywishisforyoutogivemepermission

towedherandbringhonourtoyou.

Me:Ishouldbetheonewhogiveyouapologies.

TheangerthatIletsitinmyheartforyour

fathertookover.IamaKingwhobelievesthat

amanshouldadmithisfaults.Ihavefaulted

youandIbegforyourforgiveness.Ihavelet

yougetpunishedforthesinsofyourfather.I

havegoneagainstcustomsbecauseIshould

havelistenedtoyourstory. 

Ntsika:Iholdnohateforyou,KingXolo.I

forgiveyou.Iknowmyfatherhasbetrayedyou

butheisnotabadman,Igiveyoumypromise.

GreedenteredhisheartandIshallmakehim

bowtoyouinapology.

Me:Hehassentanoteofapology,Young

Prince.Ihavefoundpeaceinmyheartand

forgivehim. 

Ntsika:Hemustmaketheapologytrueby

settingfootonyourKingdom.



Me:Ihavesomethingtobringtoyour

knowledge,Ntsika.Amessengerfromyoursoil

hascomeandaskedforyou.Youfatherisofill

healthandhassentforyouatonce.(hestood

inconfusion)

Ntsika:Whatharmhadcometohim?

Me:Themessengerdidnotsaybutitsounds

serious.Idosuggestthatyougotoyour

Kingdom.

Ntsika:WhataboutNdoni?Howisshe?(I

lookeddown)

Me:Shehasnotwokenfromherslumber.All

seemswellbutwewaitforhertoopenhereyes.

Ntsika:IheardtheQueenspeakofanheir,my

heir.

Me:Yes,herbodyisnurturingyourheir. 

Ntsika:Istandinconfusionnow.Icannotleave

NdonibutIhavetogoseeFather.

Me:Goseeyourfatherandyoushallreturnto



checkonthePrincess.

Ntsika:Permissiontoseeher,myKing.

Me:Youneednotaskforpermission.ComeI

shallwalkyoutowheresheis. 

.

Iwantedtohelphimwalkbutherefused.Iam

impressedatthestrengthoftheyoungman.He

walkstallandproudeventhoughIknowhis

bodyfeelspain.Hiseyesarethoseofcareand

respectwhenhespeaksofNdoni.Hereminds

meofmyselfwhenIsawtheQueenforthefirst

time.Hisforgivenessmeansmuchtome

becauseIdonotdeserveit.Iwishfor

NdoniyamanzitowakesothatIcanbegforher

forgiveness.WewalkedslowlytoNdoni's

chamberandIknowheshallmakeherwakeup.

Lovedoesmiraclesthatmostshallnever

understand. 

.



.

#Ntsika

ItrulyholdnoangerforNdoni'sfather.Hehad

donewhatmostfathersofmaidensshalldo.

ThenewsofNdonicarryingourchildhas

warmedmyheartinawayIhaveneverfelt

before.IamalsoworriedaboutFatherwhois

notwell.Whatcouldpossiblybethematter?I

walkedinandfoundtheQueenlayingnextto

herdaughter.Whatatruemotherthiswomanis!

Ndonilaidonherstomachandhadacloth

wrappedaroundherupperbody.Shelookedso

beautifuleveninherslumber.

.

Me:Mygreeting,QueenNobu.(Ibowedmy

head)

Queen:Howareyoufeelingnow,Ntsika?(she

lookedconcerned)

Me:Ifeelabitofpain,myQueenbutitisnot



toobad.HowisNdoni?

Queen:Shestillbreathsbutrefusestowaken

fromherslumber.Thewoundsonherbackare

healingwellbuttheyshallleavescars.

King:Anditisallbecauseofme. 

Queen:Holdingregretforwhathasgoneisof

nouse,myKing. 

Me:Howisthebaby?

Queen:Sheisstillcarryingyourheir,donotfear.

Shehasnotshownsignsoflossofpregnancy.

Me:MyKing,whotoldyouaboutmyunionwith

Ndoniyamanzi.(helookedathiswife)

King:Itisofnomatterrightnow.Weshallleave

youalonewithNdoni.

Me:Ibegofyoutotellme,yourhighness.

Queen:WesuspectthatitwasyourMother.I

havedonesomethingthatangeredhersoshe

wantedtogetrevengebutsheknewyoucould



bepunishedheavilyifitcametotheearsofthe

KingsoIdonotknowwhyshehasdonesuch

toherownson.(Iclenchedmyjaw)

Me:Iamnotsurprised,myQueen.Motherholds

notthecareofamother.Iamsuresheonlyhad

usbecauseshewasobligatedtogivetheKing

heirsandnotbecauseshewishedtobea

mother.

Queen:Youshallhaveasecondmothersoon.I

shallcareforyouasmyown.Youmakemy

NdonihappyandIshallbegratefultoyouforall

mydays.

.

ShesmiledandembracedmeandIdidnot

knowifIshouldembraceherbackornot.This

isallforeigntomebecauseNandedoesnotdo

such.TheKingshookmyhandandnoddedin

agreement.

.



King:WeshallleaveyoutobewithNdoni.Do

notbelong.YoumustrushtoyourKingdom.

Me:Ishallnot.

.

Iwatchedastheywalkedoutandcalled

Mbalekitofollowbutsherefused.Ifearhernot

becauseIcometoherkeeperwithapureheart.

Itpainedmetoseeherlikethis.Ilaidonmy

sidefacingher.Ikissedhersoftlipsandthey

feltwarmagainstmine.Inowknowwhyher

hipsfeltwiderwhenImadelovetoheronthe

nightofhercelebration.Itisbeautifully

changingtonurturemyheir. 

.

Me:Ndoniyamanzi,itismeNtsika.Iamwell,

youngmaidenandIneedyoutowakeup.It

seemslikeourfathershavemadepeaceand

shallfinallyblessourunion.Youneedtobe

awaketowedyourPrince.Wehavefoughtso

muchtoreachthispointandcannotletour



hardworkgotowaste.Haveyouheardthatyou

carryourbaby?Whatanhonouritistohaveyou

bethemotherofmyheir!ThePrinceor

PrincessshallbenurturedinakindwombandI

knowhe/sheshallbehealthy.Itpainsmyheart

toleaveyoulikethisbutIhavetoreturntomy

soil.MyfatherisillandIneedtogoseewhat

thematteris.IshallreturnonceIknowhewill

livebutIbegyoutobeawakewhenIreturn.I

loveyou,Ndoniyamanzi.Myheartbeatsforyou

nowmorethenbefore.

.

Ikissedherwarmsoftlipsonceagainand

wishedshecouldwakeupandlookatme.I

knewtimewasnotmyfriendsoIstoodand

kissedherbarelowerback.Idonotcareifshe

shallbescaresforlifebecauseherbeautyshall

notfadebecauseofit.IaskedMbalekitolook

afterher.ThisbeastiscaringofNdoniandit

seemsourbabyalreadyhasabigsister.I

laughedasIthoughtofit.Iwalkedoutofthe



chamber.TheKingstoodoutside.

.

King:Weneedtogoatonce!

Me:Idonotunderstand,KingXolo.

King:Iamtoleavewithyoutoyoursoil.Ihave

totellyourfatherpersonallythatIhaveforgiven

him.Ihavenotseenmyoldfriendsincewe

wereyoung.

Me:Iamsurehisheartshallbeatpeacetosee

you.

King:WeshallalsogowithNcedile.Sheisthe

helperbutsheiswellwithmixingremedies.

Perhapssheshallbeabletomixsomeforyour

father.Iassureyouitisnotdarkmedicine.

Me:Ishallneverinsultyouorherbyimplyingit,

myKing.Mythanksforwhatyouoffer.Iwishit

canhealhim.

Queen:Ihadalotoffoodpackedinforallof

you.Youallshallgowell.MyKingdoreturn



withNcedibecauseUmhlabamightseesheis

goodandkeepher(shejokedandwelaughed)

Me:Sheshallbeanhonouredguest,Igiveyou

mypromise.ShallNdonibewell?

Queen:Ishalllookafterher.Iamevensleeping

inherchamber.Donotfear,sheshallbewell.

(shesmiled)

King:LetmegoandkissmyPrincessfarewell.

(heleft)

Me:Helovesher.

Queen:Hetrulydoesandyoushallhaveto

prepareforahighbrideprice(welaughed)

Me:IshallgiveallthatIhave,myQueen.

King:Nowwecango.WhereisNcedi?Sheshall

makeusbedelayed.

Queen:Youtwoaretheoneswhoaredelaying

her.Sheisoutsidewaitingbythehorses.Ntsika

Ihadyourclothespacked.Youshallallgowell.



Me:Ourthanks,myQueen.

.

Sheembracedherhusbandandweleft.Ifirst

wenttoputonsomeproperattire.Wegoton

thecarriageandleftforthesoilofmypeople.I

feelpainedthatmyownmotherwouldhaveme

killed.IdonotknowwhatIcallsuchevil.Ishall

lettheKingknowoftheevilsofhisbride.Iwish

forNceditohelphealwhateverfatherhas.Istill

donotunderstandwhatmighthavecausedhis

illness.Hehasneverbeenseriouslyill.Iknow

thatFathershallappreciatethevisitfromthe

KingofZwelihle.KingXoloisamanofhonour

andhavinghimasthefatherofmyfuturebride

isanhonour.IhadsomeofthefoodtheQueen

hadherpeopleprepare.Ncedigavemea

remedyforthepainandmyeyesfelttooheavy

tokeepthemopen.Ifellasleep.

.

.



#KingXhanti

MybodyisslowlyfailingmeandIholdno

controlofit.Imusthaveeatensomethingthat

hasupsetit.Allofmyjointsareweak.The

QueenhasarrivedwithoutNtsikaandIfeared

Xoloheldhimtopunishmebutshesaysshe

lefthimbecausehehadtotakecareof

business.HeshallmakeagreatKingandI

thankmyancestorsformakinghimmyeldest.I

satwiththeQueen.

.

Her:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Iamlayinginthischamberwithaweak

body.HowdoyouthinkIfeel,Nande?(Iasked

inannoyance)

Her:Itwastrulyasillyquestion.Itpainsmeto

seeyoulieherelikethis. 

Me:Ishallnotdienow. 

Her:Ihavenotimpliedthatyouwoulddie,my



King(therewasaknockonthedoor)

Me:Enter(Lizwisteppedin)

Lizwi:OhFather,Ihavenotsleptsinceyoufell

ill.Ntsikaisnotevenheretobebyyoursidein

yourlastdays.

Me:Ihavenotyetmetmyend.Heholdno

knowledgeofmyillness. 

Lizwi:Weneedtohavethisinvestigated,Father.

Whatifyouhavebeenpoisoned?

Me:Whywouldyouthinkthat? 

Lizwi:Youwereoffullhealthbutthenext

minuteyourbodyisweak.Itseemslikea

possibility.

Me:Andwhoshallyoususpectofthisalleged

poisoning?

Lizwi:Iholdnoknowledge,myKing.Youarea

Kingandmanyshallwishtoseeyoudead.You

areatwarwithotherKingdomsandthat

createsmotive. 



Me:HowshallotherKingdomsentermyhouse

togetthedone,Lizwi?

Lizwi:Perhapssomeonefromyourroyalvisits

oroneoftheservantsorguards.Ishallholdno

knowledge.

Queen:Youbecomingsickwhenyouhavenever

beenissuspicious. 

Me:Mybodyistired.Ishallasktobothtoleave.

Ineedtorest.

Queen:Ishallcomeandcheckonyouonceyou

haverested.

Lizwi:Ishallreturnatsunset.Ihavetoattend

somecouncilmeetingsonbehalfoftheKing.

.

Theybothstoodandleft.Doesthisboythink

thatIamstupid?IhavebeenaKinglongbefore

hewasbornandIhavelearnttokeepmymind

sharpatalltimes.IsuspectthatLizwihasfed

mepoison.Ihaveseenpowerhungryheirsin



mylifesoIshallknowwhatonelookslike.Ican

notaccusehimbasedonsuspicion.IhadJongi

besummonedatonce.ShearrivedandItold

hernottobow.

.

Jongi:MyKing,whatseemstobethematter?

Areyoufeelingpain?

Me:Ineedyoutogotoyourchamberandclean

itJongi.(shelookedconfused)

Jongi:Idonotunderstand.

Me:Gotoyourchamberandcleanit.Havethe

samebedonetotheotherservantquarters.

FindaservanttocantrusttohelpyoubecauseI

donotwishforNandeandLizwitoknow.

Jongi:Ishalldoasyouwish,Xhanti.

Me:Ifyoufindanythingthatisnotordinary.

Bringittomeatonce,atonceJongi!

Jongi:Ishalldoitnow.MayIgo?



Me:Gonow.

.

Shestoodandleftinahurry.Ifanythingoutof

theordinaryisfoundintheservantchambersI

shallknowLizwiputittheretoshiftblame.I

knowthisbecauseifitwereaservanttheyshall

nothavekeptproofthatmightpointtotheir

guiltintheirchamber.Nofoolshallkeepsuch!

Clearlyifsomethingisfoundthenitwas

plantedthere.Mybodymightbeweakbutmy

mindisnot.Thisboyisclearlystillverywet

behindtheears.Hethinkshecanfoolaman

whohasbeenKingforsolong!Ihaveseenstuff

heneverhas.Ifeltasharppaininmychestand

IwishedJongicouldfinishwhatIhaveasked

soon.Iwishformyhearttocontinuetobear

untilIhavespokentoNtsika.Icannotmeetmy

endbeforethenandIalsoawaitthenoteof

forgivenessfromXolo.Irefusetomeetmyend

beforethen.ThepaingotworseandIletouta

silentcry.Thisisthetypeofpainthatmakes



eventhestrongestofmencry.Thethoughtthat

myownsonbeingguiltypainsme.Ifitistrue

thenitseemsIhavebeencursedwithabad

seed.IlayinpainandIrefusedtodrinkthis

painremedyinfearthatitmightinjureme

more. 
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#Ntsika

ThejourneybacktomyKingdomhasbeena

longone.Ihavebeenthinkingaboutfather'sill

healthsomuch.HecannotdiebecauseIam

notreadytobeKing.

.



Xolo:Yourthoughtsseemtobetakingyoufar.

(Isnappedoutofit)

Me:Mymindiswithmyfather.Ifearthatthe

illnessmightmeanhisend.

Xolo:Donotholdfear,wemustfirstseewith

ourowneyeswhatthematteris.

Me:Ifhehadamessengersenttoyoursoilto

comeformethenIfearitisserious.Hecannot

dieyet,Iamnotreadytoleadhispeople.

Assistinghimisofnodifficultybutbecausehe

istheretoguideme. 

Xolo:Thefearyoufeelisnormal,Ntsika.Ifeltit

whenIhadtosucceedmyfatherandIamsure

yourfatherfeltittoo.Youarebornforthis,son.

Youwerechosenbyyourancestorsaseldest

Princeforareason.Leadershiprunsthrough

yourveins.AllXhantihadtodowasshowyou

thewaysoftheKingdom.Hashenotdonethat?

Me:Hehasgivenmealltheknowledgehehas.I

haveplentyofknowledge.



Xolo:Thenyouarereadytositonthethrown

andleadthepeopleofyoursoil.Iwishforyour

fathertorecoverbutyoumustprepareforany

results.

.

Thethoughtoffathermeetinghisendpained

me.Hehasalwaysshownthekindnessof

Father.IevenfeartellinghimaboutwhatNande

hasdonebecauseitmightmakehimworse.

Thecarriagefinallyapproachedthegatesofthe

royalhouse.Theguardsletusinandwe

steppedoutandmadeourwaytotheentrance.

Ziphoapproachedandimmediatelybowed

whenshesawme.

.

Me:Rise,youngmaiden.WhereshallIfindthe

King?(shestood)

Zipho:Helaysinhischamber,myPrince.Heis

trulyofillhealth.



Me:ThisisKingXoloofZwelihleandhishelp.

Preparetwoofthebestroomsforthem

becausetheyshallbeourguests.

Zipho:Itshallbeanhonour,myPrince.Itisan

honourtobeinyourpresence,KingXolo.

Xolo:Mythanks.Ntsikashallwegotowhere

yourfatheris?IwishforNceditogivehim

medicineassoonaspossible.

Me:Asyouwish,yourhighness.

.

Iledthewaytofather'schamberandwewalked

withgreaturgency.Somehadlooksofshock

ontheirfaceswhentheysawmyguest.

PerhapssomehavesawhimorperhapsMlilo

beingwithusgivesaclueofwhoheis.I

knockedandgotpermissiontoenter.Hewas

sleepingsowestoodbyhisside.

.

Me:Father(Ishookhim)



Father:Ntsika(hespokesoftlyandopenedhis

eyes)

Me:Yes,Ihavegottenthemessageyousent

andIcameatonce.Idonotcomealone,Iam

withtheKingofZwelihle. 

Xolo:Greetings,oldfriend.(heheldhishand)

Father:Ntsika,helpmesitupstraight.Idonot

wanttobelyingdownwhenIgivegreetingsto

KingXolo(Isathimup)

Xolo:Youneednotgivemesuchhonour,I

understandyouareweaknow.

Father:Youhavecometoseemealltheway

fromyourKingdom.ItisonlyfittingIhonour

youbygreetingyouwithrespect.Howhaveyou

been,oldfriend?

Xolo:IhavebeenwellandnowIhavecometo

helpyougetwell.IhavereadyournoteandI

wishtotellyouthatIhaveforgivenyou(father

gaveasmileofrelief)



Father:Idonotdeservethehonour.Ihave

wrongedyouandIapologise.Ishouldhavesent

myapologiesrightafterbetrayingyoubutI

couldnolongerlookyouintheeyes.Iwastoo

ashamedto.Mythanksforacceptingmy

apology,oldfriend.IamatmyendandIshall

nowgoinpeace.

Me:Donotspeaklikethat,Father.

Xolo:IhavecomewithNcedile.Sheisgoodat

mixingremedies.Pleaseallowhertohelpyou.

Herremediesmightbringyoutohealthonce

again.

Father:IshallbegratefulbecauseIhavenot

beentakingtheremediesgiventome.

Me:Whyhaveyounot?(Iaskedinfrustration)

Xolo:Weshallhearhisreasonsafterhehas

toldNcediwhatthematteris.Ncedi,stand

closerplease.

Ncedi:Asyouwish,myKing(shewalkedand



satbesidesfather)

Me:Shallwegiveyouprivacy?

Ncedi:ItisalluptoKingXhanti.

Father:Staywithmebothofyou.(wenodded)

Ncedi:KingXhanti,Ishallneedyoutotellme

whatyourbodyfeelsplease.

Father:Mythanksforcoming.Ifirststartedto

coughandgotafewer.ItstoppedandIthought

mybodyisrecoveringbutthenmyjoints

startedtoweaken.Ifeelpaininmystomach,it

feelsasifIambeingeatenaliveonmyinside.I

alsohavechestpainswhichblocksmy

breathing.

Ncedi:Haveyoueatenanythingyouusually

don't?

Father:Ihavenotbutthiswasfoundonthe

royalgrounds(hegaveherapacket)

Ncedi:Ithasablackcrossmarking.The

markingofpoison.



Me:Areyoutellingmesomeonehaspoisoned

you?Wherehaveyoufoundthis,Father?(I

shoutedinanger)

Father:Calm,youngPrince.Ishalltellyou

everythingoncewearedone.

Me:HowcanIcalmwhenIhearthatyouhave

beenfedtoxins?

Xolo:Dealingwithissueswhilefullofangeris

ofnogood.Youhaveseenfrommyactions.I

knowyouwishtokillwhoeverhasdonethisbut

letusrespectyourfatherandlisten.Iamalso

angeredthatthishashappened.(hespoke

gentlybutIsensedtheangerinhisvoice)

Ncedi:ThisseemstobethejuiceoftheZiyu

tree.Itiswithoutscentandcolourbutitis

dangerous.

Xolo:Canyoumakearemedytostopit,Ncedi?

Ncedi:Ishalltry,myKing.Sincewhenhaveyou

beenfeelingill,KingXhanti?



Father:Ithasbeenafewdaysnowandmybody

failsbyday.

Ncedi:Thispoisonfeedsonyourbodythe

seconditentersit.Itworksslowbutitdamages

plenty.

Me:Pleasegivehimsomethingthatmighthelp,

Ibegofyou. 

Ncedi:Permissiontomixmyherbs,Your

highnesses.

Xolo:Doitatonce,Ncedi.

.

Shestoodandwenttowhereshehersackis.

Shetookoutroots,oilsandotherthingsand

startedtomix.Iwalkedabouttryingtocalm

myself.TheKingswerespeakingandlaughing

andIcouldseeapeaceinFather'seyesthatI

haveneverseenbefore.Iwonderwhodaredto

poisontheKingofUmhlabaOchumileyo?!I

shallnotbesurprisedifmotherisbehindit.She



caresnotaboutherfamilyandherevilsways

haveproventobelifethreatening.Ncedistood

andfastwalkedtoFatherandIfollowed. 

.

Ncedi:Itisaverybitterremedy,yourhighness

butdotrytofinishit.

Father:Mythanks,mylady(hetookonebigsip)

Ncedi:Nowhavethisone,it'stasteissour.My

Princehaveyourhelpersbringusabucket.

Me:Asyouwish,mylady.

.

Iranouttofindaservantandinstructedherto

bringabucketatonce.ShedidandIrushed

backtofather'schamber.Hewasstillsipping

onthesecondremedy.

.

Father:Itmakesmefeelnausea,mylady. 

Ncedi:Thenitisworking,yourhighness.Drinkit



allupasyouhavethefirst.Iknowthetasteis

notpleasantbutitisimportantthatyoufinishit.

Xolo:Youareamanofstrength,Xhanti.Drink

up,oldfriend.Itmightridyourbodyofthe

poison.

.

HedranktheremedyallatonceandNcedihad

himdrinkalotofwater.Sheputthebucket

beforehimandhevomitedendlessly.Icould

seethatallofthisactionismakinghisbody

weakerandIworriedmorebutIletNcedidoher

work.Thedooropenedandmotherandherson

steppedin.Ifeltpuredisgustforthewoman.

.

Lizwi:Whoarethesepeopleyouhavecome

with?(heshouted)

Me:Haveyounorespect,Lizwi?ThisisKing

XoloofZwelihle!

Lizwi:Idonothaveacareofwhoheisbecause



inthisKingdomheholdsnopower.Whatare

thesepeopledoingwithFather?

Ncedi:MyKing,hehasletoutorangeliquid.Itis

agoodsign.

Me:Hasthepoisonlefthisbody,mylady?(I

lookedather)

Ncedi:OncetheZiyupoisonleavesthebodythe

victimlet'soutorangeliquidbutIholdnot

knowledgeifithasallcomeout.

Xolo:Lethimdrinktheremediesagain.

Ncedi:Itisnotawiseidea,myKing.Heis

alreadyweakenbythevomitingbutthefirst

attempthasgivenushope.Heshallsufferfor

thedamagethepoisonhasalreadydone.

Lizwi:Youhadawitchcomefromforeignsoil

tofeedourfathermorepoison?Iwantthese

peopleoutofmyKingdom!(heshoutedin

anger)

Me:Haveyounotheardhersaythatthepoison



mightbeleavinghisbody?Whyareyouso

angryatpeoplewhoaretryingtohelpourfather?

Haveyoupoisonedhim?

Mother:Ishallnotletyouinsultyourbrother

likethat.Heshallneverpoiso...

Me:Youkeepyourmouthshut,Nande.Thereal

witchinthishouseisyourmother!(Icuther

shortandpointedatLizwi)

Lizwi:YoudaretoinsulttheQueeninfrontof

strangers!Iwantallthisrubbishoutof...

.

IcouldnolongertakeitsoIcuthimshortwitha

punch.Hefeeltotheflooranditseemsitwasa

knockoutpunchbecausehewasnotmoving.

Hismotherkneltdowntohim.

.

Mother:Ishallhaveyouheavilypunishedfor

this.Youcanthankyourancestorsthatheis

stillbreathing. 



Me:LeavemyFather'schamberatonce,Witch!

Mother:MyKing,Iaskofyoutospeakto,

Ntsika.Clearlyheispossessed!

Father:YouhaveheardthePrince.Leavethis

chamberwithLizwiatonce.(hemanagedto

speaksoftly)

Mother:Youshallallregretthis! 

Me:Youshallregrettryingtohavemekilled

evenmore.IfIfindthatyourcurseofasonhas

harmedmyfatherIshallmakehimsleepforall

hisdays.NowleavemyFather'schamberand

soonyoushallleavethissoilonewayor

another.

Mother:Ididnotmeantohaveyouharmedbut

yourwordshurtme.WhenyousaidI'mdeadto

you,myheartturnedtostoneandIregretit.

Me:Leaveus!(Ishoutedandshewidenedher

eyesclearlyfrightened)

.



Shehadaguardcarryherweakcowardofason

outofthechamber.NceditookthebucketandI

gaveittoaservanttogetridofit'scontents.

Jongicameinholdingabowlofsoftporridge

andIamtrulygratefulbecausefatherneedsto

eat.

.

Me:Myapologiesforwhatyouhavejustseen

KingXoloandyoutoo,myLady.

Xolo:Ifeelnopityforthewomanyoucall

mother.ShehasleftyoutobekilledbutI'mglad

youstandhere.

Father:WhathasNandedonethatalmosthad

youkilled?

Me:Itisofnoimpor...

Father:Ishallnotaskagain,Ntsika(hecutme

shortinasternvoice)

.

IsatbesideshimandItoldhimtheentirestory



aboutmeandNdoni.Hecouldnotbelievethat

sheisaPrincessofZwelihle. 

.

Father:Myapologies,oldfriend.Yourdaughter

hasbeenilltreatedundermyroofandIheldno

knowledgeofit.IfIknewthatshewasyours,I'd

havetreatedherlikeaguest.

Xolo:Toliveinthepastisofnouse.Shehas

foundkindnessandloveinyourson.Itseems

fatewantedustoreuniteonewayoranother.

Father:Iwishtolivelongenoughtomeetthis

youngmaiden.Togivehermythanksfor

makingNtsikahappyandtoapologiseforthe

evilsthathavebeendonetoher.

Xolo:Ialsoneedtogivehermyapologies.I

havehurtthemansheloves. 

Father:Anyfatherofayoungmaidenwould

havereactedthesame. 

Me:WhatshallwedoaboutMotherandLizwi?



Father:LizwihadpoisonedtheKingandheput

theproofinJongi'schamber.Iknowsheshall

neverdoitbecauseshelovesme.Muchlike

youIfellinlovewithaservantandIhavea

daughterwithJongi. 

Me:Whyhaveyouneverspokeaboutthistome?

Father:Ididnotwantyoutofollowinmy

footsteps.Iamhappythatyouarenowableto

marrythemaidenyourhearthaschosen.I

couldnotdoitbutyoucansoyoumusthonour

her.

Xolo:Heknowswhatmighthappenifhedoes

not(Ilaughed)

Me:Ishallhonourher,Igiveyoumypromise. 

Father:TherulesoftheKingdomsaysthat

whoevertriestokilltheKingshallbepunished

withthesamefatehehaswishedforhisKing.

TherulesholdnoexceptionfortheKing'sown

kids.



Me:Wemustfirstgototheroyalcouncilwith

thisissue.Howshallweproveit?

Father:IhadthepackagetakentoLizwi's

chamber.Youaretoaskhimtoconducta

searchofevidence. 

Xolo:Rememberifhegoestothechamberof

theladyyourfatherhasmentionedfirstthenhe

isguilty.Heshallgotherehopingthatheshall

findthathehashidden.

Me:Ishallgodoitatonce.Whataboutmother?

Father:IfXoloholdsthenotewithhimthenI

shallpresentittothecouncil.Theyshallseeit

isherwritings.Sheshallnotgetaheavy

punishmentlikeLizwiI'msurebutitisenough

tobanheroffthissoil.Ishallnothavepeople

whoplotmurderagainsttheirownundermy

roof.

Xolo:IholdthenoteinmyluggagebecauseI

thoughtthePrincemightneedittoprovehis

storybeforeyou. 



Father:Heneedsnottohaveproofforme

becauseIknowhiswordsaretruebutIamglad

youholditsowecanshowittothecouncil.

Me:Mythanksforthetrust,father.Ishallleave

nowandhavethesearchforthissocalled

evidencestart.ItpainsmethatLizwiistomeet

suchapunishmentbecauseheremainsmy

brotherevenwithhisevils.

Father:Itlaysheavyonmyheartalso.Heshall

getafairtrialbeforetheeldersandtheyshall

decidetheirfates.

.

IstoodandwenttoLizwi'schamberandIfound

himwithanosebleed.Nandestoodbeforehim.

.

Me:Iamnotheretoharmhim.

Lizwi:Youhavebettercometobegmyapology.

Me:IshalldonosuchbecauseIholdnoregret.

Ihavecometotellyouthatwearegoingto



searchtheroyalgroundsandaskourservants

iftheyholdanyknowledgeoftheKing'salleged

poisoning.Youbotharewelcometojoin.

Lizwi:Ihavebeenwaitingforfathertogiveme

permissionsinceIhavesuspectedpoisoning.

Letusgoatonce.

Mother:IshallgotomyKing.

Me:Doasyoupleaseandenjoyitwhileitlasts.

Ihavetoldtheguardsandservantstohelpus

search.

.

MotherwalkedoutandwenttoFather's

chamber.LizwiandIlefttohelpinthesearch.

HetrulywentandsearchedforJongile'sfirst

andbydoingthatheconfirmedhisguilt

becauseheknewhelastsawthepackagehere

whenhehaditputhere.Hemessedup

everythingclearlyfrustrated.Igavepermission

forthetoxinpackagetobeputinhischamber

becauseheindeedisguilty.Howcansuchan



evilmancomefromthesamewombasme?

Wesearchedalltheservantquartersandas

expectedfoundnothing.Ihadallthechambers

intheroyalhousesearchedandhedidnotlook

alarmedjustangry.AguardcamefromLizwi's

chamberholdingthepackageinhishands. 

.

Guard:MyPrince,Ihavefoundthisinthe

youngerPrince'schamber.Ithasthemarkingof

toxins. 

Lizwi:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatpackage!

Someonemusthaveputitinthere!Jongileis

theeviloneandclearlyplantedit.(heshouted

inanger)

Me:Havehimtakenawaytocaptivity.Make

surethatheistiedandnottogoaway.Heshall

pleahiscasetoKingandtheelders.

Lizwi:Youhavedonethis,youbastard.Ishall

killyou,Ntsika..Igiveyoumypromise.(the

guardsheldhim)



Mother:Whatisthis?LetthePrincegoatonce! 

Me:YourPrincehadtheKingpoisonedandis

tryingtoblameJongileforhissins.

Mother:Theybothshallneverdosuchathing!

Lizwi:Shewould,motherbecauseshehasbeen

havingbedroomdealingswiththeKingbehind

yourback.Theyevenhaveabastardchild

together.GoandaskyourKingifyoudonot

believeme.

Me:Takehimaway!BantuItrustyoutoensure

thatheistoremaininthecaptivitychambersas

allthecriminalsdo.

Bantu:Asyouwish,myPrince.

Lizwi:Mother,donotallowthemtotakeme

away.IshallbepunishedbydeathifI'mfound

guiltyofpoisoningtheKing.Ntsika,Ishallkill

you,evenifI'mdead.Ishallstrangleyouinyour

slee...(theytookhimawaybeforehecould

finish)



Mother:Havemercyonyourbrother,Ntsika.I

begofyou. 

Me:Likehehadmercyonmyfather?Donot

dareinsultmebecausemyfathermightstilldie.

Donotbecomfortablebecauseyouare

followingyourson.Takeherawaytocaptivity

aswell.

Mother:Ididnotmeantoplotforyourdeath,

Ntsika!IbegofyouandtheKingtoshowmercy!

.

Ileftherstandingthereclearlyinfearandshock.

Theguardstookherawayalso.Thehatethat

theyhaveputinmyheartisnothealthy.Ican

notcarrysuchhatebecauseitmightconsume

myheart.Theycommitsuchcruelcrimesbut

arecowardsatheart.Idonotcareiftheyrotin

captivity.Thecouncilshallcometomorrowat

sunriseandtheyshallheartheirpunishment.I

wenttofather'schamberandfoundhimin

slumber.IstandashamedthatNdoni'sfather



hadtowitnessthis!Ihadafeastpreparedfor

usandweate.KingXolohadMliloslumberin

father'schamber.Ifeltgratefultohim.Weall

retiredtoourchambersandIwishmyladywas

nexttome.Imisshersomuch.

.

.

#Ndoni

IlaidinmychamberandIfeltsomethingwet

myforehead.ItkeptongoingonandonuntilI

openedmyeyes.ItwasMbalekilickingmy

forehead.

.

Me:Stopitatonce,ladycheetah.Youbreath

doesnotsmellpleasant.Ishallhaveyourinseit.

(shekeptonandIlaughed)

.

Islowlymanagedtomoveandturntomyhead

tomyotherside.Isawmymothersleeping



peacefully.IsmiledathowblessedIamtohave

her.Ilookedatmybodyandsawmybreasts

werecoveredwithacloth.Itwrappedallaround

mybackandIknewit'sformyinjury. 

.

Me:Mother(Ishookhersoftly)

Mother:Hmm(shesaidstillsleeping)

Me:Openyoureyesplease(sheopenedthem

slowlyandsmiled)

Mother:IknewIwouldseethosebeautifuleyes

again.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:WhereisNtsika?

Mother:Hehasgoneb(myeyeswidened)

Me:No,no,noitcannotbe.(Istartedtocry).

Mother:No,notlikethat.Heiswellandalivebut

hehadtogotohissoil.Hisfatherisill.

Me:WhatisthematterwithKingXhanti?

Mother:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatbutit



seemsserious.Yourfatherhasgonewith

Ntsika.Xhantiaskedforforgiveness.Itseems

youyouarefinallygoingtowedNtsika,my

blossom.(webothsmiled)

Me:IdowishforKingXhantitobewell.Iam

happythatfateisfinallysmilingonmeand

Ntsika.IcannotwaittowedmyPrince.

Mother:Itseemsheholdsthesamefeeling

(shelaughedsoftly)

Me:MayIturnmybodytomyside?

Mother:Ifyoufeelnopainthenokay.Howdo

youreallyfeel,Ndoni?

Me:Iaminnopain,donotfear.Ijustfeelvery

hungry.Icouldeveneattherawanimals

Mbalekifeedsonatthismoment(shelaughed).

Mother:Youareeatingfortwopeople.Ishall

havethemprepareabigfeastjustforyou.

Me:Mother,howdoyouknowIamcarryinga

baby?



Mother:Allthesymptomsarethere.Your

breastsaregettingabitbigandsoareyour

hips,youhavenothadyourwomanlycycleand

youcollapsed. 

Me:Mybreastshavebeenfeelingpain.Isthat

normal?

Mother:Itis,myblossom.Donotfear,your

bodyischanginganditisnormal.Ishallgoget

youfoodbeforeyoucollapseagain(Ilaughed)

Me:Mythanksforallyouhavedone.Iwishto

beakindmothertomychildasyouaretous.I

loveyou,mother.

Mother:AndIyou,myblossom. 

.

Shekissedmycheekandstoodtoleavethe

chamber.IturnedonmysidetofaceMbaleki

andsawshehasscratches.Clearlymarkings

fromMlilo.IcannotwaittoseeNtsikaonce

againandIwishforhisfathertoliveandsee



hissonwed.ThepeacebetweenthetwoKings

iswhatweneeded.Theyshallnowblessour

union.Iholdnohateorangertomyfather

becauseheshowedmercytoNtsikasoit

meansheregretshisactions.Mothercame

withenoughfoodtofeedbattlewarriors.Isat

andatealmostallofit.Shetookofthecloth

andcleanedmywounds.ItstungalotbutIhad

tobarethepain.Sheputacleanclothonand

gavememedicine.Ionceagainfellasleepbut

hopefullythisisanormalslumber.HowImiss

mywarrior! 

#NOSI
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#Ndoni



MyeyesopenedandmybodyfelttiredasifI

havenotjustwokenfromaslumber.Ilooked

aroundthechamberandrealisedthatIam

alone.IfeltnopainsoIstoodupandsat

straightonthebed.Itriedtostandonmyfeet

slowlywhenIheardsomeoneentermy

chamber.ItistheQueenandshecamerunning

whentomeandheldme.

.

Mother:Ndoniyamanzi,doyouwishtoseemy

heartstopbeating?Whyhaveyounotcalledout

forhelp?

Me:Ishallnever,Iwantyourhearttobeat

forever.Iaminnotpain,mother.

Mother:Ishallgetthehelperstoprepareyoua

bath.

Me:Mythanks.Iamfeelingsomepaininmy

lowerbelly.ShouldIbefearful?

Mother:Areyoufeelingtoomuchpain?(she



lookedconcerned)

Me:No,itisalittleanditcomesandgoes. 

Mother:Itisnormal,myblossom.Yourwombis

growingtonurtureyourbabyproperly.Thelittle

swellinginyourlowerbellyisalsonormal.Soon

youshallhaveabigbelly(shelaughedsoftly)

Me:Idonotwishtohaveabigbellyontheday

thatIwedNtsika.Canwenothavethe

celebrationssoon?

Mother:Itshalldependonyourfather.Xhanti's

familystillhavetohonouruswithdowry. 

Me:Howlongshallthenegotiationsbe?

Mother:Notlongifbothfamilieswishforthis

union.Allshallbewell,myblossom.Ifyouwish

towedbeforeyoushowthenIshalltrymybest

tohaveithappen.

Me:Mythanks.Ishallwashnowandhave

morningfeast.Iamveryhungry.

Mother:Yes,youneedtoeatsothatmy



grandchildcangrowbigandstrong.(Ilaughed)

.

Shehadthehelpbringmewatertowashmy

body.Iamtreatedlikeababybecauseshe

insistedonhelpingme.Mywoundswere

closingandhealingwell.Shewrappedaclean

clotharoundthemanddressedme. 

.

Mother:Shallyoueatwiththefamily?

Me:Yes,Ishall.Imissthemplenty.Whereis

Mbaleki?

Mother:Outtohuntbecauseshehasbeenby

yoursideallthistime.Thatcheetahcarriesalot

ofloveforyou.SheevenattackedMlilowhois

twicehersize.

Me:Ilovehertoo.Shallshegowithmeto

UmhlabaonceIamwedtotheirPrince?

Mother:Shegoeswhereyougobutfearnotshe

shallnotharmanyone.Sheisnolongerjusta



wildanimal,shehasbeenchosenbutsheshall

gotoprotectormodeonceshefeelsyouarein

harmsway. 

Me:IwishforKingXhantitobewell.Whoshall

teachmehowtobefutureQueenasyouteach

Zinzi?Nandeshallonlymisleadme.

Mother:Theyshallgetyousomeonewiseand

whoknowsthewayoftheKingdomtohelpyou.

EachQueenisdifferent,Ndoni.Allthatperson

hastodoisteachyouthelawsoftheKingdom

butallelsewilldependonyou. 

Me:Iwishyoucouldgowithme(Isaidsoftly)

Mother:Iwishforthattoobutwecannot

changethelaws,myBlossom.Ishallvisitand

oncethebabycomesIshallstaywithyoua

whiletoteachyouhowtomotheryourchild

untilyoucandoitonyourown.(Iembracedher)

.

WewalkedtotheeatingchamberandNtando



rantometoembraceme.Motherwasfearful

buthedidnotcauseanyharm.Iwenttosit

down.

.

Bukhosi:Itisgoodtoseeyououtofyour

chamber,Ndoni.Ntandohasbeencryingfor

you.

Ntando:Ishallnotdenythatfact.IfearedthatI

shallloseyou.Ilovehavingasister.

Me:Ilovehavingbrotherstoo.

Zinzi:YoumustreallylovethisPrince,Ndoni.To

beashieldforhim.

Bukhosi:Wouldyoutellmethatyoushallnotdo

itforme?(welaughed)

Ntando:Ishalldoitforallofyou. 

Mother:Letuseatbecausenooneshallactas

ashieldforanyone.

Bukhosi:WhenshalltheKingreturn?



Mother:Heistoreturnsoon.Areyouhaving

difficultywiththeroyalduties?

Bukhosi:No,butsomeeldersrefusetostayin

negotiationswithmewithouthispresence.

Zinzi:Youaregoodatwhatyoudo,myprince.

Theyshallseeitsoon. 

Mother:Iagreewithyou.

Ntando:FathersaidIshallsoonjoininonthe

bigroyalduties.Itmakesmyhearthappy.

Bukhosi:Itisnotaseasyasyourimagination

allowsyoutothinkbutheisright,youmust

soonstart. 

Mother:Youhaveallgrownsomuch.Zinzi,I

shallneedyourhelpwithNdoni'swedding

celebrations.

Me:Mother,wehavenotgottenblessingsto

wedyet(welaughed)

Ntando:Iwillbeverysadtoseeyouleave,

Ndoni.



Me:Iamsadtoobutweshallvisitwheneverwe

can.

.

WesatandatebutIhadtorunoutsidebecause

Ifeltsick.MotherbrushedmylowerbackasI

kneltontheground.Shesaiditisnormal.Ido

notthinkIlikethispregnancythingifitshall

makemesick.Irinsedmymouthandwentto

rest.IwonderedwhatishappeningatUmhlaba.

TheKingcannotdiebecauseitshallhurt

Ntsikatoomuch.Wedonotneedatragedynow.

HowIwishNcedicanaidwhateversicknesshe

has.IwishIcouldbewithNtsikabutIknow

thatIcannotgotohim.Istillholdfearabout

goingtothatKingdombutifIwishtowed

Ntsika,Ishallhavetogolivethere.

.

.

#Ntsika



Istoodinmychamberanddressedinmyroyal

attire.ThenightwaslongbecauseIhavenot

sleptwell.Allthathashappenedhadleftme

withfrustrationsbecauseIshouldhavestarted

preparationstohaveNdoniwelcomedasmy

bridealreadybutIcannotduetoNandeand

Lizwi.IhadBantusummonthetwoguardsI've

knowntobeloyaltoLizwi.Oneofthemorboth

mustknowofthisplottokilltheKing.Iwalked

towhereIaskedtomeetthem.TheybowedasI

approachedandIgavepermissiontorise.

.

Bantu:MaqhekezaandPhawu,myPrince.

Me:Mythanks,Bantu.Ishallnotbeataround

thebush.Iamsureyoubothhaveknowledge

aboutwhathappenedtoLizwi.Iknowyouboth

areloyaltohim.Oneorbothofyouhelpedhim

gethishandsonthepoisonbecauseIknowhe

istoomuchofacowardtohavedoneithimself.

Ishallgiveyouonechancetoconfessoryou



shallbepunished.Maqhekeza,areyouguiltyof

plottingtheKing'sdeathwithLizwi?

Qhekeza:Iamnotguiltyofsuchaheavycrime,

myPrince.Iamnofool!Onlyafoolwouldbe

involvedinsuchacrimeandIshallneverrisk

causingyouangeragain.Ilearntagreatlesson.

Iholdnoknowledgeofthis,Igiveyoumy

promise. 

Me:Phawu,whatdoyouknowofthisplot(he

lookednervous)

Phawu:Iholdnotknowledgeofthis,myPrince.

(helookeddown)

Me:Lookmeintheeyesandsaythatagain.(he

startedtosweat)

Phawu:I...Iholdnoknowledgeofthisplottokill

theKing.

Me:Idonotbelieveyou.

Phawu:Ishallneve...

Me:Bantu,gotothevillageandgethisfamily.



Theyshalljusthavetotakepunishmentonhis

behalf(Icuthimshortandhislipsshivered)

Phawu:Ihavenotbeenhonestwithyou,my

Prince.Myapologiesforthat.Ishalltellyouthe

truthbuthavenoharmcometomyfamily,Ibeg

ifyou(hekneltdownandbegged)

Me:Maqhekeza,leaveus.

Qhekeza:Asyouwish,myPrince(herushedout)

Me:SpeakIamlistening.Darenottolietome

againbecauseIshallnotbekind(Ishoutedand

henoddedquickly)

Phawu:Itwasmewhohelpedtheyounger

princegetthepoison.Heorderedmetogeta

poisonthatdoesnotkillimmediately.Iknewof

thepoisonoftheZiyutreeandIwenttogetit's

juiceforhim.Ihadnocluethatheshalluseit

ontheKing.Hethreatenedtohavemychildren

beeatenbywildanimalsifIdidnothelphim.

Me:Youdaredtohelpamanwhotriedtokill



myfather(Istrangledhim)

Bantu:MyPrince,letangernotcontrolyou.You

needhimtogivewitnessbeforethecouncil.(he

tappedmyshoulder)

Me:Youshallstandbeforethecouncilandtell

themwhatyouhavetoldme.Ifyoudarechange

yourstoryyoushallregretit.

Phawu:Ishallbetruthful,Igiveyoumypromise.

Me:Brother,havehimbekeptincaptivity.I

shallnotriskthesnakesneakingaway.

.

BantugrabbedPhawuanddraggedhimaway.It

istruewhatKingXolospoke,theeyesholdalot

oftruth.Phawu'seyesprovedhisguilt.Ileftto

theeatingchambertohaveamorningfeast.I

shallneedallmystrengthforwhenwemeet

withthecouncil.IfoundKingXoloandFather

seated.Fatherlookedmuchbetter.Igreeted

andsatdown.



.

Me:Father,youseemtobeinbetterstrength. 

Father:Ifeelmuchbetter,youngPrince.The

remediesofNcedihashelpedalot.

Me:Shallyoulive?

Father:Weholdnoknowledgeofthat,son.It

seemsthepoisonhasdamagedmylegs.Ican

nolongerwalk.

Xolo:Surelyyouaretowalkagain,oldfriend.

Yourbodyjustneedstoregainstrength. 

Me:IagreewithKingXolo.Itisstillearly,your

bodyisstillrecovering.MyXolo,mythanksfor

comingwithNcedi.Myheartfeelssomuch

happinessbecauseheisstrongernow,Ican

seeit.

Xolo:Itisallapleasure.Ihavealottostillshare

withhimsoIamhappythatheisrecovering.

Nowstopgivingthanksbecauseyouaretowed

mydaughter.Weshallsoonbefamily.



Father:Ntsika,afterallofthisisoverwemust

startpreparationstowelcometheyoung

maiden.Sheiscarryingyourheiralreadyand

youmustmakesurethatnoshamecometo

her. 

Xolo:Iagreewithyourfather.MyNdoni

deservesthebesthonour.Ishallgobacktomy

soiltodayandpreparetowelcomeyourpeople

forthedowry. 

Father:Itwasgoodseeingyouagain,Xolo.You

havegivenmethegiftofforgivenessandIam

grateful.Donotfear,weshallcomeassoonas

thisisovertohonouryourdaughter.(they

shookhands)

Me:Youshallgowell,myKing.Ishallhave

thempackfoodforyour.Iaskthatyougowith

aletterthatIhavewrittenforNdoni. 

Xolo:IshallmakesureshereceivesitandIam

sureshehaswokenupbynow.

Me:Sheisawomanofstrength,soIamsure



too.

Father:NowIammorecurioustomeetthis

younglady.ShesoundslikeatruePrincess.

Me:Youshallloveher.Tellmefathershallyou

beatthecouncilmeeting?

Father:Ishallbethere.Mylegsmightnotbe

workingbutmymouthandmindare.Iwant

thosetwooffmyKingdomonewayoranother.

Xolo:Iwishyoubothwell.Ishallknowitallhas

gonewellwhenIreceivealetteraskingformy

Ndoni'shandinmarriage.

Me:Icannotwaitforitalltohappen(theyboth

laughed)

.

Wesatandweate.ThetwoKingsarealready

thinkingofnamesfortheirunborngrandchild.I

cannotbelievethatIamgoingtobeafather.I

hadfoodpackedfortheKingandNcedi.Father

hadgiftsgiventoNceditoshowthanks.They



hookedtheirhorsestotheircarriageandwe

packedalltheirstuff.IgavetheKingaletterfor

Ndoniandwebudfarewell.Theyhorsesstarted

tomoveforwardgracefullyuntiltheywereout

ofsight.Westeppedinsideandpreparedfor

thecouncilmeeting.Idonotwishtoseethose

twobutIhavenochoice.Theroyalcouncil

arrivedandtheywentintothecouncilchamber.

IhelpedtheKingtakehisseatandhadthe

prisonerscomein.Lizwilookedatmewithpure

hateandtheQueenlookedshamed.Theystood

beforeustiedup.

.

Elder:Greetingtoall.Iamsurethatthisisa

seriousmatterbecausebeforemestandsthe

QueenandPrinceofthissoilascaptives.My

King,shallyoupleasetelluswhythecouncilis

here?

Father:Mythanksformakingitelders.Thisis

indeedaseriousmatterwhichinvolvesevil



crimes.IshallstartwiththePrince.Asyouall

knowIamillandmyillnesscaughtmewithout

warning.InthemistofitallthePrince

mentionedpoisonwhennooneevensuspected

it.IgotsuspiciousofhimbecauseIhold

knowledgeofthewayLizwiis.IhadNtsika

conductasearchforproofofpoisoninganda

packagewiththemarkingoftoxinswasfound

inhischamber. 

Elder:PrinceLizwi,yourKinghasspoken.What

doyousaytothisaccusation?

Lizwi:Mythanks,elder.FirstlyIfeelverypained

thatmyownfathershallaccusemeoftryingto

killhim.Idonotacceptthisaccusation

becauseIstandbeforeyouasaninnocentman.

(Iclenchedmyjaw)

Me:Permissiontospeak,elder!

Elder:IfitisrelatedtothisthenIgive

permission.(Lizwilookedatme)

Me:Iknewthathewoulddenytheaccusation



asheisaspinelesscowardwhohasnever

takenresponsibilityforanything.

Lizwi:Itakeoffense,elder(theelderhelduphis

handtosignalsilence)

Me:Ihaveawitnessthatwishestocomeand

tellyouallwhathisinvolvementinthiscrime

hasbeenandwhoorderedhimtodoit.

Permissiontohavehimallowedinside. 

Elder:Bringhimin(IcalledforPhawuandhe

walkedin)

Me:Thisisoneoftheguardsoftheroyalhouse.

HisplaceismostlynearLizwi'sprivatechamber

andthathascausedhimtobeoneofthe

guardsloyalmosttoLizwi.Ihaveaskedhim

whatheknewaboutthisandhespoke.Nowhe

shalltellthecouncil.

Elder:Speak!(helookedatPhawu)

Phawu:PrinceNtsikastandscorrect.Iamthe

manwhogotthepoisonfortheyoungerprince.



Lizwi:Heislying,elder!Ihaveneverordered

thissavagetogetmepoison.Hemustbethe

onewhowantedtheKingdead!(hecuthim

short)

Phawu:IholdnomotivetowishtheKingdead,

elder.Igottheorderfromtheprince.Icaneven

showyouwherethetreegrows.Ididnotknow

thatitwasintendedtokilltheKing.Iholdregret

formyactionsbutwhowasItosaynotoa

Prince?Hewouldhavehadmychildrenkilled.

Elder:Hemaygo(theytookhimaway)

Father:Ibelievethatyouhaveenoughtoknow

thatheisguilty.

Elder:Lizwi,whatdoyousayaboutthis.Think

carefullybeforeyouspeakbecauseuntruthful

wordsmightleadtoheavypunishment.(hekept

quietforalongtime)

Lizwi:Iadmitguilt,elder.Myapologyforbeing

dishonest. 



Elder:Whyhaveyoudonesuchacrimeagainst

yourownfather?

Lizwi:BecausetheKingfavoursNtsikamore

andithasangeredme.Ihavebeencarrying

hateforhimanditmademedothisevilcrime. 

Elder:KingXhanti,whatdoyousayofthis

matter?

Father:Ihavebeengivingthembothfavourbut

IhadtofocusmoreonNtsikabecausehehad

tolearnthewaysoftheKingdomfirst.Lizwi

hasbeenanunrulyPrinceanditfrustratedme

much.MyapologiesifhefeltlikeIhadnot

favouredhimbutitstilldoesnotjustifyhis

plottingtomurderme.Atruemansitsand

speaks.

Elder:Ihaveheardenoughaboutthiscase.

ShallwegoontothatoftheQueen.Whathas

beenhercrime?(motherstartedtocry)

.



Istoodandtoldthemallthathappenedand

howmotherwasinvolvedinit.Shestoodthere

andcrieduntilshelookedlikeshewillcollapse.

Iheldnopityforeitherofthematthismoment.

.

Elder:QueenNande,youhaveheardthe

accusationsagainstyou.Whatdoyouhaveto

say?

Mother:Itistrue,elder.Ididitoutofpainafter

NtsikatoldmeIamdeadtohim.Nomother

wishestohearthosewordsfromherson.He

turnedmyhearttostone.(Iclosedmyeyesin

frustration)

Elder:Ihavenevergivenbirthtoachildbecause

Iamamanbutbymyknowledgenomother

wishesharmtoherchildren.Nomatterwhat

thecauseofthepainthechildis.Ifitwasnot

forthemercyofKingXolo,Umhlaba

OchumileyowouldholdnoheirbecauseLizwiis

clearlynotworthytobecalledKingsomeday.



MyKing,whatfateshallyouhavethesetwo

meet?

Father:Therulesofthissoilstatethatanyone

whokillsortriestokillit'sKingshallmeetthe

samefateashehaswishedfortheKing.Bylaw

Lizwiistobefedpoisonthatshallstophis

heartfrombeatingbuthehasgivenreasons

thathavemademymindbeconfused.Ishall

havehimstrippedoffallofhisroyalbenefits

andshallnolongerbedeemedPrince.Heshall

remainincaptivityuntilwehavesatinprivate

anddecidedonhisfate. 

Elder:Itsoundsjustfornow.Dotheother

councilsagree(helookedaroundandthey

nodded)

Father:AsfortheNande,Iwantheroffthesoil

ofmyKingdomwithimmediacy.Sheistogo

backtoherKingdomandfacetheshame

beforeherpeople.Inolongerdeemhermy

QueenandIshalltakeallofherbenefitsfrom



her.Ishallnotleadwithawomanwhoholdsan

evilheartbymyside. 

Mother:Ibegofyou,myKing.Theshameshall

killme.Donottakemebacktomylittle

Kingdom.Ishalldoanything.Showmercy,my

King.Youhaveabastardchildwithaservant

andIamwillingtoacceptit. 

Elder:Shallyoushowmercy?

Father:IwantwhatIsaidtobedone.Sheisnot

toclaimthisKingdomofhers.Havehersentto

theKingdomyoufoundherandensureshesets

nofoothere.Ifshedoesthensheshallsuffer

theconsequences.

Mother:Youwantmegonesothatyoucanbe

withthatwhore,Xhanti?Youshallregretthis! 

Elder:TakeLizwibacktocaptivityandletitbe

knownthathehasbeenstrippedoffhistitle.

Weshallsitanddecideoftheoutcomesofhis

case.Nandeistobetakentothesoilofher

birthandletitbeknownsheshallnolonger



holdthetitleofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Sheshall

goandfacetheshameofbeingafailureofa

Queen.

.

TheybothgottakenawayandIamgladthat

theyshallnolongerbeintheroyalhouse.My

wishisforLizwitorotincaptivitybecauseIdo

notwanthimtodie.Hehasdoneevilsbuthis

mothercursedhimwiththeevilheart.Nande's

banfromthissoilwillhavetodobecausethe

eldershavespoken.Icouldseefatherblames

himselfforthewayLizwihasturnedout.Ido

notknowwhatfateawaitsLizwibecauseIam

notallowedinthefinalverdictmeetings.Iknow

theKingshallaskformercyforhim.Itpainsme

thathecannolongermakeuseofhislegsbut

atleasthisheartstillbeats.Isatinmychamber

feelingexhaustedandlongingformylady.She

shallcometoanewhomethathasridofthe

evilsandI'mgladbecauseshefearedcoming

here.Ishallletfatherrestandthenweshall



havetostartthepreparationsofthewedding

celebrations.Icannolongerbarebeingaway

fromNdoniyamanzi.Ithasnotbeenapleasant

dayandseeingherbeautifulfacewouldhave

madeitmuchbetter.HowIhopeherhealthhad

improved.Iamnotamanwhosleepswhilethe

sunisstillupbutmyeyesfeltheavyandIfell

asleep.
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DayshavegonebyandIstillwaittohearwhat

hasbeendecidedaboutLizwi.Imiss

NdoniyamanzibutatleastIhavealreadysent

thelettertoherfamilyaskingforherhandin

marriage.TheKinghadmecalledtothecouncil



chamber.Istoodandwentatonce.Ientered

andimmediatelyknewthattheyhavereacheda

decisiononLizwi'sfate.

.

Me:Youhavecalled,Father.

Father:Yes,mythanksforcomingatonce. 

Me:Haveyoualldecidedonaverdict?

Elder:WeasthecouncilwishedforLizwito

meetthesamefateashewisheduponhisKing.

Whenanapplehasalittlerotitisbesttocut

thatpieceoffandthrowitawaybeforeit

spreads.Lizwiisclearlyarottenpieceinthis

Kingdomandwefearthatifwedonotpunish

himaccordingtowhatlawssayitweshallbe

filledwithregretlateroninlife.

Father:Butwespeaknotofanapplehere,elder.

Wespeakofmyson. 

Elder:Asonwhoholdsawishtoseeyoudead.

Youknowthatthereisnocureforpowerhungry



heirs,Xhanti.IfLizwiissetfreeorgivena

lenientpunishmentheshallplananothersimilar

plot.Heisastherotinanappleanditisnowto

latetofixhim. 

Father:Iunderstandthatelder.Ihavejust

wishedtofinallyshowhimthisfavourhehas

longedforfromme.

Elder:Ifweshowleniencyspeciallyforhimthen

itisonlyfairthatweletallwhoattemptmurder

free.Thatiswhywehavedecidedtopunishhim

accordingly.TryingtokilltheKingisnosmall

offense.Weasthecouncilhavedecidedthatit

isbesthebeexecutedforhisevildeed.You

havethefinalsayasKing.Areyouinagreement

withus?

Father:Ihavebeenhopingformercybutyou

aremyeldersandadvisors.Youarewise

becauseyouhaveseemplenty.Ishallbeafool

tonotagreewithyou. 

Elder:Thenitisfinal!Lizwishallbeputto



eternalsleepatsunsetbypoisonashehas

triedtodototheKing.

.

Fatherlookedpainedandhadtheguardslife

himuptohischamber.Myheartisalsoheavy

becauseLizwimightbeevilbutheisstillmy

brother.Ihavenotwishedforhimtomeetthis

kindofpainfulend.Isatinsilencewithfather.

.

Father:Lizwi'sactionshavemadememakea

decisionthatIhaveneverwishedtomakeinmy

life(hefinallysaid)

Me:Hewantedtohaveaninnocentpersontake

theguiltforhiscrime.Myheartisalsoheavy,

fatherbutheknewthepunishmentforthistype

ofcrime.Ifeelsomuchangerforhimforbeing

thisstupid.

Father:Havemetakentohisplaceofcaptivity

beforesunset.Iwishtoseehim.



Me:Ihavenotbeentoseenhimallthesedays

hehasbeenincaptivity.Ishallalsogoandbid

myfarewells.Heholdssomuchangerandhate

forus.

Father:Allbecauseofme.

Me:No,itisallbecauseofmother.Hewas

closesttoherandwhoknowswhatpoison

wordsofhateshefedhim. 

Father:ThereissomethingelsethatIwishto

tellyou.(Ilookedathim)

Me:Whatseemstobethematter?

Father:IamtostepdownasKing(myeyes

widenedinshock)

Me:Youstillbreath,father. 

Father:IamuselesstotheKingdomwhenI

havenouseofmylegs.Icannolongerdothe

dutiesofaKing.Thisisnowayforamantolive

(heshoutedinangerandfrustration)

Me:Father,youmightstillrecoverinyourle...



Father:Ncedilesaidthatshefearsthepoison

hasdamagedmylegs!Ishallnotwalkedagain

andIhavetoacceptit.IcannotbeaKingwho

needstobecarriedaroundlikeababy.Spare

methepainofsuchahumiliation!

Me:Iamnotreadytositonyourthrown.

Father:Ishallbebyyourside,asIhavebeen

Ntsika.JustnotasyourKingbutasyour

advisor!Mybodyfeelslikethatofanoldman.

Youneedtostepup!

Me:Iamnotready! 

.

Ishoutedatfatherfortheveryfirsttimeandleft

hischamber.Growingupknowingyouaretobe

futureKingisnotaproblembutIhavenot

expectedittobesosoon!Iamterrifiedatthis.

WhatifIfailatit?ItookmyhorseandIrodeof

toclearmymind.GoodriddanceBantuisaway

totrainyoungwarriorsbecausehewouldhave

triedtocalmmedownandallIneedistobeleft



alone.IwenttotheroyalgardenandIsatfora

while.Allofwhathashappenedhasbeen

weighingonmetoomuchandInolongerfeel

likeIcantakeit.IwishIcouldjustfeelNdoni's

lavenderscentembrace.IsatuntilIhave

calmedandrodebacktothemainland.WhenI

arrivedtherewaspanic.Iraninsidetoaskwhat

ishappening.Iwenttofather'schamberbuthe

wasnotthere.Istartedtofearthathemight

havedied.IlefthiminabadwayandIwantto

apologise.Iaskedaservantwhereheisand

shedirectedmetothecouncilchamberandI

ranasfastasmyfeetcould.Ifoundhimsitting

andstillaliveandbreathedasighofrelief.

.

Me:Father.whatseemstobethematter?Why

istheresomuchchaosoutside?

Father:Lizwihadescaped! 

Me:What?Howisthatpossible?(Iheldoneof

theguardsbyhisclothing)



Guard:Itseemshehasbeengonefordays,my

Prince.Wefoundastrangersittinginhiscell.

Me:Youdonotknowwhatyourownprince

lookslike?(Ishoutedathim)

Guard:Thechambersofcaptivityisdarkand

wedonotletprisonersout.Hemusthave

gottenaguardtoreleasehimandputa

strangerinhischamber.Themansayshehas

beenintherefordaysandwasthreatenedto

keephissilence.

Father:IhadthemtakemetoLizwiandthat

waswhenIsawthatitisnothiminthatcell.He

islonggonebynowbutIhavehadtheKingdom

searched.

Me:IshouldneverhaveletBantugo,itwould

neverhavehappenedifhestoodguard.

Father:Nousegoingonaboutthatwecannot

change. 

Me:GototheKingdommothercomesfrom.I



amsurehehadgonetohismothertoplotmore

evil.Wecannotrestuntilheisfound.Afew

daysgivehimplentytoplan.

Father:Ihavehadextraguardsonroyal

grounds.

Me:Ofwhatuseisthatifsomeofthemare

traitors!Ishallstandguard.Goandgetsome

warriorstohelpyouinthesearch.Searchallof

UmhlabaOchumileyo.

.

TheguardleftandIcouldnotgooutbecause

Lizwimightcomebacktotheroyalhouseto

finishfatheroff.Ishouldhavegonetothe

captivitychambereverydaysincehegotheld

there.Ishouldhaveexpectedthesnaketo

escape.Icannotbelievehehasbeengonefor

days.Clearlyourguardsareuselesstraitors.I

hadotherguardssenttowheremotheris.Heis

suchacowardI'msureherantohismotheras

hehasalwaysdone.Ifeelsoangrybecausehe



shalltrytoavengehimself.Icannothavehim

comenearmyfather.

.

.

.

#Ndoni

TheletterthatNtsikahassentwithfatherhas

warmedmyheartsomuch.Ihavebeenreading

iteverydaysinceIhavereceivedit.Imisshim

somuch.Mothertoldmethathisfamilyhas

senttheletteraskingformyhandalready.It

seemsallistrulywell.Hisfatherisalsobetter

anditwarmsmyheart.Iwalkedtheroyal

groundswiththeKing.

.

Father:Youlooksoatpeace,deardaughter.

Me:Iam,father.FinallyIshallbehonouredasI

deserve. 



Father:Themotherhastoldmethatyouwishto

havethecelebrationssoon.Ihaveagreedtoit.

OnceNtsika'sandhispeoplecometohonour

uswithdowry,weshallhavethecelebrations. 

Me:Mythanksforagreeing,father.

Father:Howareyourwounds?

Me:Muchbetter,theyhaveallclosedandIno

longerneedaclothtocoverthem.

Father:Myapologiesonceagain.WhenIsaw

whatIhaddonetoyoumyheartalmoststop

beating.

Me:Alliswellnow,father.Donotfear. 

Father:Ilookforwardtobecominga

grandfatheragain.Maybeitisamaiden

becauseXhanti'shouseiswithoutany(we

laughedsoftly)

Me:Ishallbeapartofhisfamilysoon.

Father:Itpainsmyheartthatyouaretooleave

myhousesosoonbutyouaretowedtoakind



man.Xhantiisalsoagoodman.(hesmiled)

Me:Iamjusthappythathishealthhas

improved.Ntsika'slettermadeitsoundasifhe

isgoingtolive.

Father:Butthepoisonhasdamagedhislegs.It

itnotaneasyfatetoacceptforanactiveman

likeXhantibutheisstrong.

Me:Atleasthisheartstillbeats.Amiracle

mighthappentohealhislegs.Iamjusthappy

thatNtsikaneedsnottobideternalfarewellto

hisfather. 

Father:Iagree...

.

WewalkedwhilelaughingandItrulyholdalot

ofloveformyfamily.NtandoapproachedandI

knewitwastocallusforthenightfeast

becauseitisalreadysunset.Heapproached

withasmilebutitfadedwhenhelookedbehind

us.



.

Ntando:Getdown(heshouted)

.

Welookedbackandwesawandamanholding

aspear.Beforeweknewit,itflewtotheairand

Fathershieldedmetotheground.Westayedin

thatpositionforawhile.Allthreebeastswere

onourattackerandinthatinstantIknewthat

hehadnochanceofliving.IlookedtoNtando

toseeifhewasnotstruckbytheweaponbut

luckilyhewasnot.TheKingorderedthebeasts

ofthemanandwalkedtohim.Helookedatthe

manandthenatme.Irantowherehestood

andlookeddownatthetrespasser.Hewasfull

ofbloodandopenwoundsofcheetahmarkings.

Thesunmightbesettingbuttheskystilllit

brightenoughformetoseehim.ItisLizwiand

myheartnearlystopped.Howcanhebehere

whenNtsikasaidheisincaptivityinhisletter?!

Icriedatthesightofhisbadlyinjuredbody



becauseIhaveneverinallmydaysseensuch!

Ifhecancomefromhissoiltomineandenter

ourroyalgroundsthenIamnotsafe.Father

wasbreathingfireandaskinghowhegotin.He

iswearingtheattireofourroyalhouseguardso

thatissurelyhowhegotpassthem.Iwasinso

shockthatIstartedtofeelmuchpaininmy

lowerbellyandback.Therewasmuchchaos

aroundme.Istoodwithamindfullofquestions.

DidLizwidispisemesomuchthathewould

comeallthiswaytodothisorwasithiswayto

tryandhurtNtsikabyusingme?Fatherhadme

carriedtotheroyalhouseandthepaingot

worseandworsethatitmademecryout!
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ThethoughtofLizwistillbeingabouthas

causedmetodeprivemyselffromsleep.Ithas

beendayssincethedayofhisescapeandI

havenotleftfather'ssidesince.Iamsohappy

thatmyNdoniisnothereyetorIwouldhaveto

fearforherlifetoo.IputguardsthatIknowto

beloyaltomeinandaroundtheroyalhouse.I

satwithfatherinhischamber.

.

Father:CallthesearchforLizwioff,Ntsika.

Surelyheisnolongeronthissoil.

Me:Heissuchastupidfool,soIdoubthehas

leftUmhlaba. 

Father:ThebusinessoftheKingdomcannotbe

atastandstillbecauseofthis.Wemustgo

aboutourlivesandjuststayalertforifhe

strikesagain.

Me:Notif,father.LizwiisasnakeandItrust

thatheshallstrikeonceagain.Myfearisthat

hisnextstrikemightbedeadlyforanyofus.



Father:Weshalldealwithitwhentimecomes

butfornowcallbacktheguardsyouhavesent

out.Westaywaitingtohearfromthoseyou

senttoNande'sKingdom. 

Me:Asyouwish,myKing.Ishallhavethe

searchcalledoff.

Father:Westillhavenotspokenaboutyou

steppingupatKingsoon.

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkthatIamready,

father?

Father:Youwerereadythesecondyou

understoodwhatbeingeldestprincemeans,

Ntsika.

Me:Havetheeldersagreedtothis?

Father:Iamstilltotellthem.Theyarewiseand

theyknowaKinginmyconditionmaycripple

theKingdom.Iamsuretheyshallagreetomy

plea.

Me:Myheartisheavythatyounowhaveto



acceptthisnewfate,father.Elderwasrightin

sayingLizwiisarotinourKingdomandIfear

withhimbeingaboutisbadforitbecausewe

holdnorealknowledgetohisevilcapabilities.

Father:Hecannothideforallhisdays.Many

knowhimandweshallknowwhenheisseen.

Weneedtosealtheunionbetweenyouandthe

Princess.Iwishforyoutobemarriedwhenyou

arehonouredwiththecrownofKingsoshetoo

canbecrownedasyourQueen.

Me:Iwishtowedherassoonaspossibletoo.

Myheirgrowseverydayandsheissurelygoing

toshowsoon.Startwiththepreparations.

Father.IwanttogotoherKingdomandhonour

herfamilywithabrideprice.

Father:Itshallbedoneassoonaspossible.We

needtoprepareplentybecauseshehailsfrom

powerbutIhavebeenpreparingforbothyou

andLizwiformanyyears.Donotfear,weshall

havenoproblems.



Me:Ihopesobecauseallwehavebeendealing

withisproblems.Wealsoneedtoarrangefor

someonetoteachNdonithewaysofthis

Kingdom.ItwassupposetobeNande'sduty

butIwanthernowherenearNdoniyamanzi.

Father:Ishallarrangeforeverythingasafather

should. 

Me:Mythanks,father.(weshookhands)

.

Fatherwishedtogooutandfeeltheheatofthe

sunonhisbody.Ialloweditbecausehehas

beeninthischamberforthedayswefoundout

Lizwihasescaped.Icarriedhimoutmyselfand

IcouldseethatiteatsawayonhisdignitybutI

holdnocareforthatbecauseheismyfather.I

hadgingerbebroughttousandhetalkedme

throughthejourneyIshalltakeuntilIsitonthe

thrown.Oneoftheguardscamefromtheother

sideoftheroyalgroundsinarushandpanic

sweptintomybody.Hebowedandstood.



.

Guard:MyKing,thereisanimportantguestfor

youattheroyalgate.

Me:Hasthisguestgivenhisidentity?

Guard:ItistheKingofZwelihle(myeyes

widened)

Father:Youdaredkeephimoutsidethegates!

LettheKinginatonce!(heshouted)

Guard:Asyouwish(heranoffagain)

Father:WhatbusinesswouldmakeXolocome

backagain?Shouldhenotsitandwaitforusto

come?

Me:Iholdnoknowledgeofthebusinessthat

bringshimhere.Whatifharmhascometo

Ndoniyamanzi?(Iwalkedaboutworriedsick)

Father:Calmnow,Ntsika. 

.

Howcanfathertellustocalm?IfKingXolohas



comeallthiswaythensureitisofurgency!Ido

hopethatnoharmhascometoNdoniandour

unbornbaby.Thatshalltrulybetheendofme.

KingXolowalkedinwithhisguardsandgreeted.

Hedoesnotseemlikeapleasedman.

.

Father:Oldfriend,issomethingthematter?

Xolo:Myheartisheavy,oldfriend.Mydaughter

nearlymetherendatthehandsofyourson

(fatherlookedatme)

Me:Iwouldneverharmher,father.

Xolo:Ispeaknotofyoureldest.Youryoungest

hassneakedintomyKingdomtoKingthe

PrincessofZwelihle.Ifmyyoungesthadnot

seenhimfirst,myNdoniwouldhavemether

end.Ithasangeredmethatyouwouldlethim

gofree.

Father:Iwouldnotmakethatmistake,old

friend.Lizwiwastobeputtoeternalsleepas



punishmentbutonthedayIwenttoseehim

andfoundastrangerinhiscell.Hehadescaped

andmusthavefoundhiswaytoyourKingdom.

Mydeepestapologyforthedisrespecthe

causedonyoursoil. 

Me:HowisNdoniyamanzi,myKing?

Xolo:Iholdnoknowledgeofhercondition

becauseIleftforyourKingdomatonceto

reportthismattermyself.Theshockmadeher

feelalotofpain(Ifeltasharpstinginmyheart)

Me:Wherehasthispainbeen?

Xolo:Herlowerbellyandback.Ileftnot

knowinghowsheis.SheisingreatcareIknow

that.

Father:Painisnotgoodforawomanwho

carriesachild.Iwishfortheancestorstolook

afterthebothofthem.

Me:WhereisLizwi,KingXolo?Pleasetellme

youhavecomewithhim. 



Xolo:Ourbeastshaveattackedhimtoobadly

andhediedofhiswounds.Myapologiestoyou

allbutIfeelnoguiltbecausehetriedtokillmy

onlydaughteronthesoilofherpeople.

Father:HehassavedmetheguiltIwouldhave

carriedforhisexecution.

Xolo:Ihavecomewithhisbody.Ihaditcleaned

andsmearedinthenecessaryspicesandoils

topreserveit. 

Me:Hedoesnotevendeservethathonour!Ifhe

hadlivedIwouldhavekilledhimwithmybare

hands.

Father:Weshallhavetoburyhimatsunset.Are

yousureitishim,Xolo?

Xolo:Iammostcertain.

Me:ShouldIputthedaysworktorestandhave

theKingdommourntheirPrince?

Father:Hediednotasaprince.Hewasstripped

offhistitlebeforehedied.Weshallnotbury



himinthecemeterywhereourforefatherslie.

Hedeservesnottohavesuchanhonour.

Me:Asyouwish,myKing.Letmehavethe

wordspreadtotheKingdom.Thosewhowish

tomournshallmournbutthosewhowishnot

shallnotbeforced.

.

FathernoddedandIleftthemtodowhatImust.

Ihadalltheroyalmessengersgoouttothe

peopletotellthemthattheiryoungerprincehas

methisendandistobelaidtorestatsunset.

TheeldershaveagreedtonothonourLizwiasa

Princeshouldbehonored.Hisbodyistolay

withthoseofcommoners.Ikeptmyselfbusy

withthisdutytopreventmymindfromthinking

aboutNdoniandourbaby.IfearthatLizwi's

actionsmighthaveledtoherlosingourunborn

child.Ihatehimsomuchforallthepainhehas

caused.KingXolo'speoplepreservedthebody

sowellthatFatherandtheeldersmanagedto



trulyidentifyitatLizwi's.Sunsetcameand

manychosenottobidfarewelltotheirPrince.

Hemusthaveangeredmany.Amessengerwas

senttoNande'sKingdomtoinformherofher

son'sdeathandhowhisownstupidityledhim

tohisend.TheceremonywentwellandLizwi

wasputinhisplaceofeternalrestasa

commonerandnotaPrince.Everythingwas

doneandwewentbacktotheroyalgrounds.

KingXoloistoleaveearlythenextmorning.I

amtofollowwithmynegotiatorstofinally

makeNdonimine.

.

Xolo:Fearnot,Ntsika.Imightnothold

knowledgeofNdoni'shealthbutIdoknowthat

sheisstrong.

Me:Ifearthatthismighthaveletherloseour

baby,myKing.Shemightbestrongbutifthat

hashappenedshewillnotbefine.

Xolo:Ibelievethatsheisfineandsoisyourheir.



Me:Yes,myKing.(Ilookeddown)

Father:Oldfriend,permissiontohavemyson

andthenegotiatorstotravelwithyoutoyour

soil.Iknowyoumightnotbereadytowelcome

usyetbutIwishnottoseehimlikethisno

longer.

Me:Icannotleaveyou.

Father:Iamamanwhocanlookafterhimself.

ThethreatisnomoreandIwishtoseeyou

happy. 

Xolo:Wehavebeenpreparedforthemforlong

now.Wehavejustbeenwaitingforyourroyal

negotiatorsandthePrincetocome.Idonot

haveaproblemiftheytravelwithus.

Father:Ishallhaveallbearrangednow,Ntsika

soitcanbereadybeforesunrise.Areyouin

agreement?

Me:Iam,father.Myonlywishistofinallywed

her.



Xolo:Idoholdfearforhersafety.Areyousure

thatherlifeshallbeinnoharmonceshecomes

tolivehere.

Father:Noharmshallcometoher,oldfriend.

Thosewhowishedherharmarenolongerhere.

Wegiveyouourpromise.

Xolo:ThenIguessitistimetofinallyletthe

childrenwedastheyhavewishedforsolong. 

Me:Mythanks,myKings.Thisbringsmuchjoy

tomyheart.Letmegoandhavemyown

preparationsbeforethetravels.

.

Ishookboththeirhandsandleftthem.Iwentto

dopreparationsforthetravels.Almostallthe

royalcarriageswillgoouttoZwelihlebecause

theyshallbecarryinggiftstoNdoni'sfamily.

Afterallofthisisdonesheshallcomewithme

toUmhlabaOchumileyo.Iaskedfathertohave

theroyalhouseandgroundscleansedbefore

Ndoniarrivesandheagreed.Iretiredtomy



chamberfeelingexhaustedandIwenttolie

down.IhopethatNdonistillcarriesourchild

becauseIdonotthinkshewillbeabletocarry

thepainoflosingourunbornchild.Icannot

waittoseeher.

.

.

#Ndoni

ThesightofLizwi'sbadlywoundedbodystill

hauntsme.Whatkindofafoolwashe?Evenif

hesucceededwithhisplantokillmehesurely

musthaveknownthathetooshalldie.Father

leftwithhisbodyatonceandhewasangry.Ido

hopethatitwillnotcauseanotherfeud

betweenthetwoKings.IsatinMother's

chamberwithher.

.

Me:IstillcannotbelievethatLizwihascome

allthiswaytoharmme.



Mother:Wellhehasfailedandyoustillcarry

yourchild.

Me:Ihaveneverfeltthatmuchpaininmylife,

mother.

Mother:Ifearthatyoumightloseyourunborn

childbutclearlyheorsheisawarrior.

Me:Justlikehis/herfather(welaughed)

Mother:Ihaveneverseenawarriorwhoisa

woman.

Me:Ifitisagirlthenshemightbethefirst(we

laughed)

Mother:No,notifit'saPrincess.

Me:Mother,IfeargoingtoUmhlaba.Whatifme

goingtherewillbringmoreharmtomylife?

Mother:Ntsikawillnotallowittocometothat,

Ndoni.Lawsshallalsobeprotectingyounow.

Whoeverwishestoharmyouknowstheyshall

faceagreatpunishmentbecauseyouarethe

futureQueen.Iknowyouholdfearinyourheart



butIdonotwantyoutoalloweviltowin.You

andNtsikahavebothalmostmetyourend

becauseyoufoughtforthislovesomuch.You

arenowfinallyabletobewithhim. 

Me:IcannotwaittowedhimbutInowfeela

lotoffear.Youandfatherwillnotgowithmeto

thatplace.

Mother:Yourhusbandwillbethereandheshall

ensurethatnoharmcomestoyouandhisheir.

Nowpleasestopmakingyourheartsoheavyby

worrying.Mbalekiisalsotogowithyou.

Me:Ntando'sheartwillbebroken.(welaughed)

Mother:Histurnshallcometohavehisown

companion. 

Me:Whenisfathertoreturn?

Mother:Iholdnoknowledgeofthatbuthe

insistedongoinghimselftotheKingdomof

XhantitohearwhattheirPrincewasdoinghere

whenhewastobeincaptivity.



Me:Lizwiknewhewouldnotleavethissoilalive.

Whywouldsomeonerisktheirlifelikethat?

Mother:Weholdnoknowledgeofwhatgoeson

inthemindofevilpeople.Iamjusthappythat

Ntandosawhimintime.Iwillnotlie,myheart

ishappythathisheartbeatsnolonger.Clearly

allweneedtodowithasnakeistohaveitkilled.

Me:Yes,butthisstupidsnakekilledhimself.

Maybehesawthathislifeisnolongerofuse.

Doesthismeanthatmydowrynegotiationsare

tobedelayed?

Mother:WehavetowaitfortheKingtotellus.

ItmightbedelayedbecauseKingXhantiand

NtsikamightwishtomourntheirLizwi.(I

lookeddown)

Me:Mybellyissuretobebigbythetimeallof

thishappens.Imustjustacceptthat(she

kissedmycheek)

Mother:Iamsorry,myblossombutlifekeeps

throwingtheseobstaclesinourlives.



Me:Maybeitisasignthatweshouldnotwed.

Fatehasneverfavouredourunioninthefirst

place. 

Mother:Ifthatwastrue,fatewouldnothave

allowedyoutonurtureNtsika'sheirinyour

womb.Yourlovehasbeentestedbutitisto

makeitstronger.

Me:Ihearwhatyouaresaying,myQueen.Iam

happythatNtsika'sfatheriswellbecauseifhe

haddiedNtsikawouldhavetobeKingandIhis

Queen(shelaughedsoftly)

Mother:Whatiswrongwiththat? 

Me:Iamnotreadyforsuchabig

responsibility. Iholdnoknowledgeofwhatan

Umhlabaroyalpersondoes.Ifirstwanttolearn

everythingbeforeIamtobeQueensomeday.

Mother:IknowyouthatKingdomwillbe

blessedtohaveyoubeit'sKing'swife.Youand

Ntsikashallleadwithkindnessandgreat

strength.



Me:Suchkindwords,myQueen.Mythanksbut

Iamstillhappythatitisnottohappensoon.

(shelaughed)

Mother:Come,myfellowQueenletusgoand

eat.(welaughed)

Me:Motheritisnotfunny.

.

Westoodandwenttojointhefamily.Bukhosiis

awaytostandinforfatheranditseemsthey

arenowtakinghimmoreseriouslyinthese

meetings.HowIwishnonofmybrothershold

evilintheirheartslikeLizwi.Theyarebothkind

though.Ntandoissweetandalllovetobeinhis

presence.Bukhosiisalsosweetbutheholda

seriouspersonality.Ilovethembothplenty.

Zolekahasshownalittletooth.Itisverynice.

WatchingZinzibeamotherhastaughtmealot.

AftermyweddingIneedtogototheorphanage

andseemyfamily.Imissthemsomuch.Iam

gladthatmybodyhasbeenstrongenoughto



continuewiththepregnancy.Iamsadthatmy

negotiationsaretopossiblybedelayedbutI

understandandshallbepatient
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#Ndoni

Fatherhasreturnedfromhisunpleasant

journeytoUmhlaba.Hehasnotcomealone

becauseNtsikaandhisnegotiatorshavealso

setfootonthelandofmyancestorstoaskfor

myfather'sblessingstowedme.Ihavenot

beenallowedtoseehimanditsitsheavyonmy

heartbutIchosetorespectmyfather'srules.

Todayisthefinaldayofnegotiationsbecause

mynegotiationshavenotmadeiteasyfor

Ntsika'sbuttheyhavereachedanagreement.I



satwithZinziandtheMotherasmotherhelped

medressinproperattire.

.

Zinzi:Irememberwhenitwasmynegotiations.

Mystomachfeltlikeithadabigknot.(we

laughed)

Mother:Iwasverycalmonmynegotiations.My

heartwaspreparedforitsinceIwasyoung.

Me:Ifeelverynervous.Idonotknowwhythe

negotiatorsofZwelihlehavebeensohard

headed.

Mother:ItisbecauseyouareaPrincessof

Zwelihle.Thepoweryouhailfromplaysabig

partinthesetypeofnegotiations. 

Zinzi:Notforgettingthefactthatyoualready

carrytheheirofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Youshall

soonhonourthatKingdomwithanheir.

Mother:Iamjusthappythatitisnowfinallyall

comingtogether.Thoughyouholdnerves,Ialso



knowthatyoufeelhappiness.

Me:Ido,mother. 

Zinzi:MayIbeexcused?Iwanttogocheckthat

thefoodforourguestsfeastisready.

Mother:Yes,makesurethatthemeatisenough

Zinzi.WearetofeedalotofAfricanmantoday

(wealllaughed)

Zinzi:Donotfear,mother.TheKingmade

personallysurethatthereisenoughmeat

(laughteronceagain)

Mother:Nowgo,dearchild.Ishalllookafter

littleZolekashouldshewakeupbeforeyour

return.

Zinzi:Mythank,myQueen.Ndoniyoulookso

beautiful(shesmiled)

Me:ButI.havenotevenfinisheddressing,Zinzi

(Ilaughed)

Zinzi:Ispeaknotonlyaboutyourclothing.Your

skinisjustbeautiful.



Me:Mythanks,sister(Ismiled)

Mother:ShecarriesPrinceNtsika'sheirwell,

pregnancyfavoursher(Iblushedandlooked

down)

Zinzi:Iaminagreementwithyou,myQueen.

Nowletmego. 

.

Zinziembracedmeandsheleftatonce.Sheis

soluckytohaveamotherinlawwhowishevil

againsther.Iatesomechoppedfruitasmother

isbusywithme.Ieatalotbutmothersaysitis

normal. 

.

Mother:Ihavealwayswonderedwhatdoing

thiswithmydaughtershallbelike.(Ismiled).

Me:Isitasyourimaginationallowedyouto

believe?

Mother:No,myblossom.Thisfarexceedsthe

expectationmymindhad.Ifeelsomuchjoyin



myheartknowingthatyouarefinallygetting

whatyourhearthasbeendesiringforsolong.I

knowthatNtsikaisblessedtohaveyouashis

bride.Youbringlighttothelivesofthoseenter. 

Me:Idonotknowwhattosaytoreplytothose

kindwords,Mother.(Istartedtocry)

Mother:Youneednothaveareplytoit.Beinga

mothertoyourbrothersisgreatbecauseIlove

allofyouequallybutthereissomethingspecial

aboutbeingamothertoadaughter.Youshall

knowwhatIspeakofifyougivelifetoyourown

daughtersomeday(wewerebothintears)

Me:ItpainsmetoleaveyousosoonafterI

havefoundyou.

Mother:Youaretoextendyourfamily,Ndoni.

Youarenotleavingusbecausewehave

knowledgeofwhereyoushallbeandsodoyou.

GoandblesstheKingdomofUmhlaba

OchumileyowithyourlightasyouhaveZwelihle.

Me:Iwillmissyouplenty.



Mother:Yourfatherisalsofindingitdifficultto

letgobuthedoesnotshowit(welaughed)

Me:Itmustbedifficulttobeamanthen.My

poorfather.

Mother:Donotfear,Iknowheshallgoto

Umhlabaandsayheisgoingforbusinessbut

hewillbegoingtoseeyou(Ilaughed)

Me:Howlongshallyoustaywithme?

Mother:Onlyuntilafteryourwedding.Iwill

travelwithyouandstaywithyouatyournew

homeforthefewdaysuntilyourwedding.The

RoyalFamilyofZwelihleandguestsareto

followafterandonceyourwedding

celebrationsareoverIshalltravelbackwiththe

Family.

Me:Mother,permissiontoaskanunusual

question.(Ilookeddown)

Mother:Askmeanything.

Me:Onthenightofmywedding,shallitbesafe



togivemyselftomyhusband?Isnotharm

goingtocometothebaby?

Mother:Youcanbeonewithyourhusband,my

blossom.Noharmistocometoyourbaby

becauseofit,Iassureyou(shesmiled)

Me:Mythanksforanswering.

Mother:IfIdonotansweryouthenyouwillget

incorrectknowledgefromothers.Neverfearto

askmeanything.Ihavefinallyfinishedgetting

youready.Wow,lookatyou!Mybeautiful

Princess.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Itakethisbeautyfromyou.(shesmiled)

Mother:Iacceptthecompliment,mythanks.

Me:Whatistohappennext?

Mother:Youaretobecalledtothechamber

wherethenegotiationsare.Donotfear,nothing

muchisexpectedofyou.Yourinlawsjustwish

toseeyou.

Me:IsNtsikatobethereonceIamcalled?



Mother:No,heisnot.Youareonlytoseehim

afterthenegotiationsareconcluded.Holdon,

myblossom.Itisnotlonguntilyouseeyour

Prince(Igaveablushingsmile)

.

MotherandIsatandwaitedforalongtime.I

evenfellasleepduetothewaitinguntilIfelta

gentleshakeonmybody.Iknewitismymother

becauseIknowherscent.Iopenedmyeyes

andlookedathersmilingface.

.

Mother:Getup,Ndoni.Theyhavecalledfor

you. 

Me:Iamfeelingsonervous,Mother.WhatifI

collapse?(shesmiled)

Mother:Idoubtthatyourheartshallallowyou

toobecauseitisyearningtofinallybereunited

withNtsika.Letmefixyourheadscarf.

Me:Mythanks,myQueen.Iloveyou.



Mother:AndIyou.Thereyougo,nowstandand

gogreetyourguests. 

.

Sheembracedmeandwestoodtogether.Iheld

noknowledgeofwhatawaitsmeinthat

chamber.MotherwalkedwithmebutIhadto

leaveheroutsideoftheentrance.Shekissed

bothmycheeksandIwalkedin.Myheartis

beatinglikeastrongAfricandrum.Ibowedin

greetingandsatdownonthegrassmat. 

.

Father:PrincessNdoniyamanziofZwelihle,do

youknowwhyyouarecalledhere?

Me:Ido,myKing.

Father:ThesearethemenwhorepresentPrince

NtsikaofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Hehasasked

foryourhandinmarriage.Areyouinagreement

ofthis,deardaughter.

Me:Iaminagreement,father.



Father:ThenIasyourfathergiveblessingfor

youtowedthePrinceofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

Youmaynowexcuseus,Princess.

Me:Mythanks,myKingandtoyoutoomy

elders.

.

Istoodgracefullyasmotherhasshownme.My

headbowedandnevermakingeyecontact.I

finallymademywayoutsidethechamberand

foundmothersmiling.

.

Me:Fatherhasblessedtheunion,mother(we

jumpedupanddown)

Mother:Ohmydearbeautifuldaughter.My

heartfeelsgreatjoy.

Me:Minetoo.

Mother:Comeweneedtocheckonthefeast.

Youhavetogetreadytoserveyourgroomand

hisfamily.



.

Welefttowhereallthewomanwhohelped

cookwere.Songsofcelebrationweresungand

somedanced.Ihavetrulyneverinallmydays

feltthismuchjoy.EvenlittleZolekaislaughing

andmakingalotofbabynoise.Myfather's

housewasjustfilledwithanairofhappiness.

Mothertookmetothecenterofthehappymini

celebrationsandmyheartholdsomuchjoy

thatIstartedtodance.Notevenshyness

overpowersthehappinessmyheartholdsat

thismoment.

.

.

.

#Ntsika

Isatintheguestchamberwaitingtohearfrom

oneofmynegotiatorswhathasbeenagreed

upon.Ndoni'sfamilyhasnotmadeiteasyfor



usbutIunderstand.Isuddenlyheardwhat

soundslikemanywomanincelebration.Itfor

somereasongavemehope.Mychief

negotiatorcametowhereIam.

.

Me:Pleasetellmethatyoucomewithgood

news.(hesmiled)

Him:ThePrincesshasnotdeniedus,myPrince.

Herfatherhasgivenhisblessingsandwehave

agreedonthedowry.Theyhaveaskedfor

plenty.

Me:Idocareiftheyaskedformyentire

Kingdombecausetheyarehonouringmewitha

greattreasure.

Him:MayIbethefirsttogiveyou

congratulation, myPrince.Yourbrideisoftrue

beauty(weshookhands)

Me:Iamnotgoingtodenythatfact,mythanks.

Him:Comeletusgototheroyalhouse.Youare



nowasoninthathouseandtheywishto

welcomeyouwithafeast.

.

Iputonmycrownandweleftatonce.Mylegs

wishedtorunasfastastheycanbutIkept

themwalking.ThesingingbecamelouderasI

approachedtheroyalhouse.Ilookedatmy

beautifulsecondhome.Theplacethathas

givenmethegreatestgiftIhaveevergotten.

Weenteredthechamberwherethesinging

comesandIfeltoverwhelmed.TheKingandhis

peopleallshookmyhandinhonour.Themen

satdown.

.

Xolo:WelcometothefamilyofZwelihle.You

shallnolongervisitasaguestherebutasa

sonoftheKingandQueen.Lookafterour

daughter,wehavechosentotrustyouwithher.

Me:Ishallhonourandrespecther,myKing.I

giveyoumypromise(weshookhands)



Xolo:Haveourguestsbeservedplease.Let

themtastethedeliciousfoodthewomenofthis

soilprepares(heshoutedandtherewas

cheering)

.

Wesatandwewaitedforthefeasttobeput

beforeus.Icarednotaboutthefood.Allmy

eyeswishestoseeisNdoni.Bowlsofwaterto

washourhandscameandwealldid.Thenmy

Ndonifinallymadeanappearanceholdinga

beautifulcalabashthatcontainedwhatI

assumedisAfricanbeer.Shemadenoeye

contactbutherbeautyisvisibleevenwithher

headbowed.Shekneltbeforemeand

presentedmewiththebeer.Ifeltmyheartmelt

atthebeautifulsight.Shestoodandleft.Her

bodyclearlyabitfullerthenusualanditlooked

morebeautiful.Thefoodgotservedanditis

trulythebestthatIhavehad.Songsof

celebrationcontinueduntilthefeastcametoan

end.IaskedtheKingforpermissiontobe



excusedandheagreedwithouthesitation.I

stoodandhadoneiftheyoungmaidenswhoI

haveseenwalkingaboutwithNdonitoplease

askhertomeetmeoutinthegarden.Istood

andfeltthenicefreshcoolairhitmybody

nicelywhenIfeltgentlearmswraparoundmy

waistfrombehind.Ismiledbecauseherscent

mademeknowthatitisher.Iturnedtolookat

herandshesmiled.

.

Ndoni:Greetings,myPrince(Ismiled)

Me:Greeting,dearPrincess.(Ikissedher)

Ndoni:Ihavebeenmissingyousomuch,Ntsika.

(shesaidsoftly)

Me:NotasmuchasIhavemissedyou.My

heartholdssomuchhappinessrightnow.We

nolongerneedtohideourloveandIneednot

feelguiltyforholdingyoulikethisinyour

father'sgrounds.



Ndoni:Itdoesfeelgood.Howhaveyoubeen?

(hercaremeltsmyheart)

Me:Ihavenotbeentoowell.Father'ssickness

hasbeenweighingheavyonmyheart.

Ndoni:Doeshestillhavenouseforhislegs? 

Me:Yes,myheartandIfearthatitisneverto

change.(sheembracedme)

Ndoni:Myapologiesthatyouhavegone

throughsomuch.IamjusthappythatKing

Xhantistilllives.HemeansplentytoyouandI

wouldhavehatedforyourhearttobebroken

likethat(shewhisperedinmyearwhileinmy

embrace)

Me:Iamfeelingmuchbetternow.Iwasworried

sickwhenyourfathersaidheleftwhileyou

werenotwell.Ifearedthatyouhadlostour

child.(Ilookedather)

Ndoni:Itseemswehavemadeourselvesalittle

warrior.(Ilaughed)



Me:WhatifyoucarryaPrincess?

Ndoni:Noruleprohibitsagirlchildfrombeinga

warrior. 

Me:IagreebutnotmyPrincess.Sheshallnot

goonbattleswithdirtymen(shelaughed)

Ndoni:Ifwarriorsaredirtymenthenthatmeans

youaretoo.

Me:Icannotdenybecausewedonothave

luxuryinbattlecamps(webothlaughed)

Ndoni:Areyoutocontinuebeingawarrior?

Me:FatherwishestostepdownasKing(he

eyeswidened)

Ndoni:Butthatmeansyou...

Me:IshallhavetobeKingsoonerthen

expected.Yes,thatitwhatitmeans(Icuther

short)

Ndoni:Howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Me:Iamafraid,Ndoni.Tostepintosucha



positionatmyageisnottobeeasy.

Ndoni:Youareagreatleader,Ntsika.Ifthisis

whatyourdestinylookslikethenyoucannotgo

againstit.Iknowthatitshallnotbeeasyatfirst

butIbelieveinyou.(Ismiledindelight)

Me:Mythanksforthekindwords.Butyoudo

realisethatyouaretobeQueensoonifIsiton

thethrown?(sheraisedherbrows)

Ndoni:Ihaveforgottenaboutthatforawhile.

Nowmyheartisbeatingoutofcontrol,feelit

(sheputmyhandagainstherchest)

Me:IfyoubelievethatIcandoitthenyoumust

believethatwebothcan.Donotfear,anelderis

goingtoteachyouallyouneedtoknowabout

Umhlaba.ThetypeofQueenyoushallbeisup

toyouandIknowyouwillbeakindone.Ido

notwishtohaveanyonebymysideasIam

abouttotakeonanewjourneyinmylife.Ihave

wishedforyoutobeminethedayIfirstmet

you,myfutureQueen(shesmiled)



Ndoni:Letusworryaboutallofthatonanother

day.Areyousurethatyourmothershallnot

harmme?IamsoafraidtogobacktoUmhlaba,

Ntsika.

Me:Nandeknowswhatfateawaitherifshe

daressetfootbackonthesoilofmyancestors

again.Youneednotfear.(shenodded)

Ndoni:Itrustyourwords.Whenarewetoleave

foryourKingdom?

Me:Thedayaftertomorrow.Westillneedtodo

theceremonywherewehonouryourfamilywith

gifts. 

Ndoni:MayIrequestsomething?

Me:Anything(Ikissedhercheek)

Ndoni:Iaskthatweonlyuniteinfleshonour

weddingnight,afterthecelebrations.Iknow

thatIamnolongerpurebutitwouldmean

plentytome.

Me:Iholdnoobjectiontothat.Idowishtobe



withyoubutIshallbepatient.Isitsafeforusto

doitwithyoucarryingachild(shelaughed

softly)

Ndoni:Ialsoheldfearofharmingthebabybut

mothersaysnoharmistocometoourchild

fromusbeingone.(Ibreathedasighofrelief)

Me:Thenweneedtohurryupandhavethe

officialcelebrations.Imisshavingyouinmy

arms.

Ndoni:Imissbeinginyourstoo(sheblushed

andlookeddown)

Me:Youlooksobeautiful,Ndoni.Morebeautiful

thenthelasttimeIhaveseenyou. 

Ndoni:Mythanks,myPrince.Mothersaysthat

thepregnancyagreeswithme.

Me:Itdoes(Ikissedher)

Ndoni:IcannotwaittoseeZipho.Haveyou

toldthethenewsaboutme?

Me:IhavenotbutIamsureshewillbe



overjoyedtoseeyou.

Ndoni:Ialsowishtohonourtheorphanagethat

Igrewupin.Theyareinneedofplentyand

fatherhasagreedtohonourittogivehisthanks.

Me:Itisawonderfulidea.Weshallallgoand

givethanksfortheyhavekeptyousafeallthese

years.

.

SheembracedmeandIliftedherofftheground

andheldher.Iputherdownandkissedhernot

fearingthattheKingmightcatchus.Iwished

thatIcouldfeelhernakednessandcaressitbut

Ihavepromisedtowaituntilthenightofour

wedding. 

.

Me:Myheartbeatsforyou,Ndoniyamanzi.(I

whisperedtoher)

Ndoni:Andmineforyou,Ntsika.

Me:Letusgobacktothepeoplebeforethey



thinkweareuptonogood.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:OrbeforeMbalekicomestolookforme

(Ilaughed)

.

Wekissedforonelasttimeandembraced.We

wentourseparatewaysbecauseIhavetogo

backandsitwiththeothermen.Icouldnot

stopsmiling.IamsurethatmanythinksthatI

amacrazyPrince.Thereshineslightafterso

muchdarknesssoIcannotcontainmy

happiness.SoonIwillbetakingmybridetothe

soilofmyancestorsandinafewmonthssheis

toblessmeandmypeoplewithaPrinceor

Princess.Thelittleone'sarrivalwillbringjoy

andmaybeevenouthopeinfather'sheart.Isat

downwiththeothermanandasusualbusiness

isdiscussed.Itistrulyagreatandblessedday.

FatefavoursusgreatlyandIbegofitto

continuedoingso.

[03/02,14:58]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-



ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert28￼

.

#Nande

ThebanfromUmhlabaOchumileyohasmade

mylifethatofdifficulty.MyhomeKingdom

doesnotaffordthesameluxuriesastheoneI

wedto.ThenewsaboutLizwi'sdeathandhow

ithappenedhasbeenweighingheavyonmy

heart.IcursethedaythatthisNdonisetfootin

theroyalhouseasaservant.Isatandthought

ofallmyworrieswhenNosizwe,mybrother's

wifeandQueenenteredmyhut.

.

Sizwe:Nande,Ihavecomeforyou.Myhusband

wishestoseeyou.

Me:Whatdoesmybrotherwant?



Sizwe:ImightbehiswifebutIdonotholdthe

abilitytoreadhisthoughts.Nowgetupand

followmeatonce.

Me:Iaskthatyoushowmeabitofkindness,

sister.

Sizwe:DidyoushowmekindnesswhenIfirst

enteredthesegrounds?Youtreatedmelike

somerottensavagebecauseyoudidnotwish

toseeyourbrothermarryme.Nowyouareable

tobegme?

Me:Iwasayoungnaivemaidenbackthen.I

wishedformybrothertowedanotherfriendof

minefromadifferentKingdom.

Sizwe:Doesmyfacelooklikethatofsomeone

whocares?Justgetupandfollowme.

.

Istoodfromthedryreedmatslowlyand

followedher.Eventhesmellofthisplaceis

unpleasantandalltheywearisanimalskinthat



reeksofoldrot.Ienteredthesmallexcuseofa

royalhouseandIbowedbeforeMadodawhois

thekingandmyolderbrother.

.

Me:Youhavecalledforme,brother.

Madoda:Yes,IhaveNande.Ihavebeen

receivingcomplaintsaboutyoufromNosizwe.

Isittruethatyouhaverefusedtohelpherwith

thechores?

Me:ItistruebutIhaveareason.Iammourning

thedeathofmyson.

Madoda:WasLizwiaPrinceofthissoil?

Me:No,myKing.

Madoda:Thenwhatdidyouexpectfromus?

DidyouthinkthatIwouldputmyKingdoms

workatstandstillandforcemypeopletomourn

forhim?

Me:NottheentireKingdom,brother.Iaskfor

permissionsothatIcouldmournhim.



Sizwe:Ihavegivenhertwodaysofrestto

mournherson.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Me:IwanttobetreatedasaPrincessinthis

houseasIamrightfullyentitled.(Nosizwe

laughedandclappedherhands)

Madoda:Youhavebeenstrippedoffyourtitle

asQueenbecauseofthewitchtendenciesyou

haveshowninUmhlabaOchumileyo.Doyou

reallythinkthatIwouldallowyoutobecalled

thePrincessofIlizweElibomvuafterallofthe

shameyouhavebroughtmeandmyKingdom?

HereyouarenowNande!NotQueenNandeor

PrincessNandejustplainNandeandyoushall

betreatedasanypersonwhoholdsnotitle. 

Me:Ibegofyou,brother.Ourparentsmustbe

turningintheirgravebecauseofyour

unkindnesstotheirdaughter.

Madoda:Theonlythingthatiscausingthemto

turnintheirgraveistheknowledgethattheir

daughterisawitchwhohaswisheddeathon



herownson.(Istartedtocry)

Sizwe:Donotshedyourcrocodiletearsinmy

house.Ihaveknownyoutohaveadirtyheart

sincethedaythatImetyou.Ithoughtthat

changewouldcometoyourheartbutclearly

thatistoneverhappen.Youtriedtohaveyour

ownsonkilledandexpectustorewardyoufor

it.Areyoucrazy?(shepointedherfingeronmy

headmanytimes)

Me:Ibegforforgiveness.(Iletoutabittercry)

Madoda:Yousitherebeforemeinthissituation

becauseofyourself.Lizwiliesinhiseternal

restingplacebecauseofhimself.Thepoorboy

clearlyinheritedhisevilwaysfromsucklingon

yourbreastasababy.Ntsikawasblessedto

notholdthesamecurse.

Sizwe:Weshouldnotevenallowyouinhere

againbutweknowthatyouhavenowhereelse

togo.Youmustnowworklikeeveryperson

here.Youaretomakefirenowandstart



cooking.

Me:TheKingdomhaspeoplewhodothat. 

Madoda:Andyouhavejustbecomeoneof

thosepeople.

Me:Brother,Ishallfixmywrongdoings.Help

mebegXhantitograntmeasecondchance,I

begofyou. 

Madoda:Ishallnotbotherthatpoorman.He

hasbeenthroughenoughbecauseofyour

rottenson.Iwashmyhandsoffofeverything

thatconcernsyou.Ishallonlyallowyoutostay

onmysoilbecauseyouarestillmysisterbut

daretodoanythingwrong.Weholdnotrials

here,IshallpunishyouheavilyifIfindthatyou

havebeenplotting.Youmayleaveme.

Me:Asyouwish.(Isaidsoftly)

.

Istoodupslowlybecausesleepingonagrass

mathasbeentakingit'stoll.Myownbrother



seesmeasnothing.Inolongerholdatitle,Iam

nowjustacommoner.Nosizweisclearlystill

holdingagrudgetowardsmeforallthosemany

yearsIhavetreatedherunkind.Shenowhold

powertoordermearoundandspeaktomeas

shepleases.

.

Sizwe:Doyouknowhowtomakeafire?

Me:IdonotthinkthatIrememberhow.Iask

thatyoupleaseshowme.

Sizwe:Youaresuchaliability,Nande.Your

formerservantshaveclearlymadeyouforget

thewaysofyourhomeKingdom.Whatastupid

womanyouhaveproventobe.

Me:Itakeoffence,sister.

Sizwe:Idonotcareifyoutakeathousand

offences.Youarestupidtoletyourselfcome

backherewhenyouwerewedtopower.Stupid

foolofawomananddonotcallmesister.Iam



yourQueenhereandyouaretoaddressme

accordingly. 

Me:Yes,myQueen. 

Sizwe:Fuzwayo,helpthiswomanmakeafire.

.

Theyoungmaidencametomeandshowedme

howtomakeafire.Idorememberhowitis

donebutIjustneverthoughtthatthiswouldbe

mylifeonceagain.Iputthepotsonthefireand

startedtocookuntilmygogoapproached.Her

backisalreadybentbutsheisingoodhealth.

.

Gogo:Iseeyouhavenotforgottenourwayof

doingthings.

Me:Idonotwishtohearmoreaboutwhata

stupidwomanIam,gogo.

Gogo:Itisindeedtrue,youarestupidbutIam

notheretogoonaboutthat.Iamheretoask

youaquestion.



Me:Ask.(Isaidwhilestirringthebigblackpot)

Gogo:Areyoutogiveupjustlikethat?Youare

likeaninjuredanimalwhositsandlickshis

wound.

Me:Isthatnotawisething?

Gogo:Yes,butyoucannotspendallyourtime

nursingthosewounds.Youmustfightbackand

makethemfeelthesamepain.

Me:Idonothaveadeathwish,gogo.Mylife

mightbeunpleasantnowbutIstillwishformy

hearttobeat.

Gogo:IsLizwinotbebeavengedforwhatthey

allowedthosewildanimalstodo?

Me:MayIpleasecontinuethishorribledutyin

peace?

Gogo:Ishallleaveyoubutyouknowwhereto

findmeifyouwishtospeak..

.



Sheleftmestandingthereandcoughingdueto

thesmoke.Myeyesburninglikethey

themselvesareonfire.Iwouldbeafooltogo

upagainstXhantibutgogohasmademe

curious.Idonotwishtoharmmyfamilyany

longerbutIcannotlivelikethisNosizweshall

makemylifeunbearable.IfIamtodoanything

wronginthisKingdom,deathissurelywhat

awaitsme.Ishallkeeponbeingthegood

commonerbutgogo'sofferhasputalotof

temptationinmyheart. 

.

.

#Ndoni

Thedayshasfinallycome!NtsikaandIare

officiallygoingtobewed.MotherandIhave

beeninUmhlabaforafewdaysnow.Shehas

beengivingmethebestadviseonwhatbeinga

wifeentails.AlltheguestsfrommyKingdom

havearrivedandsohaveotherroyalfamilies.



TheentireKingdomofUmhlabaisinvited

becausetheirPrinceistowed.Ihad

dressmakersbesenttotheorphanagetohave

attiresbemadeforMamaandthegirls.Ihave

notseenthembecauseIamnotallowedto.

ThepeoplefrommyKingdomarealready

singingsongsofcelebrationsoutside.Itisall

justsooverwhelming.IstoodwithMother,Zinzi

andNcediastheyarehelpingmedressinmy

weddingattire. 

.

Me:Iamsohappythatitstillfits.(theylaughed)

Zinzi:Iloveweddings,itbringssomanypeople

together.Listentoallthatsinging. 

Mother:Iagree,Zinziallofthiswarmsmyheart

dearly.Howareyoufeeling,Ndoni?

Ncedi:Sheisclearlynervousbecauseshehas

beenbitingherbottomlipallthistime(they

laughed)



Zinzi:WhatisthePrincetokisswhenyouinjure

yourlip?(theylaughedandIblushed)

Me:Heshallkissthecheeks.Motheryouhave

mentionedthatIshallhavetochangeattires

again.

Mother:Yes,youarenowtobedressed

accordingtothewayofZwelihlebutoncewe

officiallyhandyouoverNtsika'sfamilyshall

takeyouanddressyouinUmhlabaattire. 

Me:Iunderstand.Allofthisclothingalready

feelssoheavy(theylaughed)

Mother:Thesundoesnotseemlikeitwillshine

andburnustoomuchsodonotfear.

Me:Eventheladycheetahhasanecklace(I

laughed)

Zinzi:Herkeeperistowedsoshemustlookthe

part.(Ilaughedsoftly)

.

MynerveswereevenworsethenthoseIhadon



mycelebrations.Theyfinishedgettingme

dressedandIcan'tbelievethatIamstill

expectedtodanceinthisattire.Westeppedout

towherethesingingandcheeringis.Father

smiledwhenhesawme.Icouldalsohear

Ntsika'speopleapproachwiththeirsongsof

celebration.Wemovedforwardtomeetthem

astheyaredoingthesame.Theyfinallymade

anappearanceandIsawmyPrincelookingso

handsomeinhisattire,byhissideKingXhanti

beingcarriedbyguards.Italltrulylooked

beautiful.Wemethalfwayandthetheelder

signaledforthedifferentsingingfromthetwo

Kingdomstostop.Isatononesidewithmy

peopleandNtsikasatontheotherwithhis.

.

Elder:Greetingstoall!Weallknowthatwecan

notcontinuewiththecelebrationsuntilthe

PrincessandPrincefinallycometogetheras

one.PrinceNtsikaofUmhlabaOchumileyo,you

aretostandanddancethedanceofatrueman.



Standandshowyourladythatyouwishforher

tofinallybeyours.Youshallthenpresenther

withacalabashtoshowthatyouhavechosen

hertobethenurturerofyourhome.Ifshe

acceptsheshallalsostandanddanceand

presentyouwithashieldandspeartoshow

thatsheacceptsyoutobethemanofthe

house,theonewhoshallprotectitforallyour

daystogether. 

.

Ntsika'speoplestartedtosingandmyPrince

stoodlikethewarriorthatheis.Hedidadance

thatshowshisstrengthevenmoreandknowing

thatitisformemademeblushandsmile

endlessly.Hetookthecalabashandpresented

ittomeandIacceptedit.Mypeoplestartedto

singandIstoodtodanceformyPrincetoshow

himthatIaccept,hewaslookingatmelikeIam

somesortofmagic.Ibowedbeforehimand

presentedhimwiththespearandshieldandhe

accepted.Bothfamiliesthensangthesame



songsofcelebrationtoindicatethatweare

nowfinallyone.Iwastakentotheroyalhouse

tochangeintotheattireofUmhlabaroyalty.

NtsikaandIsattogetheraswewatchedour

familyandguestscheerincelebration.

.

Ntsika:ItfeelslikeIamdreaming.Youare

finallymywife(webothsmiled)

Me:Ifitisadreamthenmayweneverwakeup

(hekissedmyhand)

.

KingXhantiaskedtoaddressthecrowdand

everyonelistened.Hespokeverykindwords

andfatheralsodidthesame.Thefoodgot

servedandtherewasplentyforeveryone.I

stoodandwenttowhereIsawMamaandthe

girlssatandNtsikacamewithme.Thelittle

onescamerunningtohugmylegsandIsmiled

indelight.



.

Me:Greetings,Mama.Howhaveyoubeen?

Mama:Ihavebeengood,child.Theshockof

yournewsnearlymademecollapse(she

laughedsoftly)

Me:Myapologiesforthat.ThisisNtsikamy

hu...

Mama:Youneednotintroducemetomyown

Prince,child.Greetings,yourhighness.

Ntsika:Greetings,mylady.Mythanksfor

honouringuswithyourpresence.Ifitwasnot

foryourcaringheart,ImightnothaveNdonias

mywifetoday.

Mama:Ohno,yourhighness.Iffatewishedfor

youtobetogetherthennooneholdsthepower

tochancethat.

Me:Thatistruebutyouhaveraisedmewell

andIamforevergrateful.Ishallshowmy

gratitudewellnowthatIhavethemeansto.



Mama:TheKingandQueenofZwelihlehas

alreadydonesomuchwiththefood,horse

carriagesandbedsthattheyhavebrought.I

cannotexpectmorekindness.

Ntsika:ThatwasthegratitudeofZwelihle,my

lady.NowawaitthatofthePrinceandPrincess

ofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Youaredeservingof

allofit.Pleaseallowustodothiskindness.

Mama:WhoamItodenythesegirlsfromsuch,

myPrince?Iacceptthekindness,mythanksto

youboth.

Me:Ishallalsosendhelperstohelpyououtat

theorphanage(shestartedtocry)

Mama:Mythanks,Ndoni.Imeanyourhighness.

Me:IcarenotifyoucontinuetocallmeNdoni,

Mama.(Iembracedher)

Mama:Nowyoubothgoandgreetyourother

guests.Weshallspeakagainonceyouhave

time.



Me:WhereisZinizi?

Mama:Sheisnotwellandsheshedmanytears

fornotbeingabletocomewithus.Sheistobe

wellsoon,donotfear.

Me:Ishallgoandvisithersoon.Pleasedo

enjoythecelebrations. 

.

Iembracedheragainandthelittlekids.My

heartishappythattheyhavenotforgotten

aboutme.PoorZinzi,Iknowshewouldhave

enjoyedthisbecausethethoughtofbeing

aroundroyaltyhadalwayssoundednicetoher.

NtsikaandIwalkedabouttogreetourother

guestsandwehavegottenmanygifts.The

celebrationswentonandonuntiltheskywas

dark.Itfinallycametoanendjustbefore

sunrise.Ourguestsretiredtotheirchamber.I

bidfarewelltomyfamilyuntilsunrise.Theyare

toleaveintwodays.Ntsikawasstillgreeting

someofourguestsbutIlefthim.Irequested



forwarmwatertowashmybodybecauseit

wasahotday.OneofNtsika'sauntswalkedin

andofferedtohelpmeundressthemanythings

I'mwearing.

.

Her:Itissuchapitythatyouarenotpure.Iam

suremynephewwishestohaveamaidenwith

asmallerbodyonhisweddingnight.

Me:Heistheoneresponsibleformydisgrace,

auntyandIamcarryinghischildthatiswhymy

bodyisnolongerlikebefore.

Her:IknowbutIamjustsayingwhatIthink.

Youshouldblowoutalloffthecandlesandlet

himhaveyouinthedark.Maybehewishesnot

toseeyournewbody.Thereallfinished,you

cangetonwithwhatyouwereaboutto.Please

excuseme.

.

Shegavemeafakesmileandleftmychamber.



Istartedtowashmybodyandwhatshesaid

failedtoescapemythoughts.DoesNtsikatruly

wishtobewithamaidenwithadifferentbody?

Iputsomebodybutteronmyskinandwrapped

aclotharoundit.Ihadaservantridofthewater.

Ilookedaroundthebrightlycandlelitchamber

andwenttoblowoutsomeofthecandles.

Ntsikawalkedinandlookedaround.

.

Ntsika:Whyisthechamberinsuchdarkness?I

canbarelyseeyou.(hekissedme)

Me:Idonotthinkthatitlookstoobad.

Ntsika:Ifyousayso,myheart.Ihavebeen

lookingforwardtofinallybewithyouallday.

Nowasmywifeanditwarmsmyheartso

much.(wekissed)

Me:Ntsika,canwedothisanothertimeplease?

Ntsika:Whatisthematter,Ndoni?Areyounot

well?(helookedconcerned)



Me:Ifearthatyoushallnolongerdesireme.(I

saidsoftly)

Ntsika:Whywouldyouholdsuchafear,Ndoni?

Me:Mybodyhadchanged,itisnotasyouknow

ittobe.

Ntsika:Isitnotexpectedforawoman'sbodyto

changewhenshecarriesachild?Ndoni,Idesire

younowthenIhavebefore.Igiveyoumy

promise.Iwishtoseeallofyou.Ishallgolight

uptheothercandles.

.

Hetrulywenttolightthemupandthechamber

litbrightlyagain.Hekissedmeandliftedmeoff

myfeet.Hegentlytookofftheclothand

exposedmynakedness.Hesmiledandplanted

softkissedonmyentirebodyashecaressedit.

Itookoffhisattireandmarvelledatthesightof

myhusband'sstrongbeautifulbody.Bothnow

inournakednessandwekissedandcaressed

eachotheruntilthechambergotfilledwith



soundsofpleasure.Ifelthimgentlyenterme

andwebecameone.Itfelttrulyspecial

becauseheisnowmyhusband.Inolonger

bareanyshamebybeingonewithhim.We

movedtogetherinaloverhythmandthe

pleasurewassointensethatImoanedouthis

namemanytimes.Pleasureovertookbothof

ourbodiesanditistrulyamazing.Beingone

withhimasmyhusbandfeelsdifferent.Igotso

overwhelmedbythebeautyofitallthattears

cameflowingdownmycheeks.Helookedat

meconcernedbutIsmiledandsodidhe.He

wipedmytearsoffwithhisthumbsandplanted

alongsoftkissonmylips.Weremainedin

eachothersarms.MyheadonhischestandI

heardhisheartbeatstrongly.Thesameheart

thatbeatsforme.Rightnownooneelseexits,

itisjustmeandmyhusbandandIwishforthe

momenttonevercometoanend.
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.

#Nande

IthasbeenmonthssinceIhavereturnedtomy

oldlife.Ihavemanagedtostayoutoftrouble

hopingthatmybrotheristonoticeandgiveme

favour.Iknowhewouldifhiswifedidnothate

me.Iwasbusykneadingdoughtobakebread

whenSizwewalkedin. 

.

Me:Youneednotcheckuponme,Iamalmost

finished.

Sizwe:Thelasttimeyoukneadeddoughthat

didnotevenrisebecauseyouaretoostupidto

knowthatyeastistobeused.(Iclenchedmy

jaw)

Me:Wellfearnot,Ihaveaddedeverything.The

gingerisalsoready.



Sizwe:Isitstrong?YouknowMadodalikesit

strong.

Me:Thenwhynotprepareityourself?(I

mumbledsoftly)

Sizwe:Ifyouwishtosayanythingthendonot

mumblelikeacoward.

Me:Iwasjustmumblingasong.Thedoughhas

yeastandshallriseandthegingeristobenice

andstrong.

Sizwe:Good,whenyouarefinishedyouareto

gofetchwater.(myeyeswidened)

Me:Thatisajobforyoungmaidens.Doyou

wishformetobelaughingstock?

Sizwe:Nande,youalreadyarealaughingstock.

Youaretofetchwaterandthatisfinal.

Me:Icannotgoonlikethis,Nosizwe.Thisis

thesoilofmyancestorsandIdemandthatyou

grantmealittlerespect.Mytitlesmighthave

beentakenawayfornowbutmybloodisstill



blue.Iamstillroyaltyhere.

Sizwe:IdonotcareifyouareaPrincess,

savageorwitch.Hereyouaretodoaswewish

untilwefeelthatyouhavelearntalesson.The

problemisyoutriedtokillMadoda'sfavourite

nephew.Hisheartstillholdsalotofangerfor

you.

Me:HaveInotbeggedenoughforforgiveness?

Sizwe:Youaretoaskhimthat.Ihavetoleave

younowanddonotforgetthewater.

.

Shegavemeacoldlookandturnedtoleave.I

startedtokneadwithfrustration,punchingthe

warmsoftdoughwithgreatstrength.Iwished

doingthatandputaclothoverit.Thethought

ofjoiningyoungmaidensintheriverisso

humiliatingbutIhavenochoice.Iwashedmy

hands,tookabucketandmadeittotheriver.I

metbeautifulyoungmaidenwhoweresinging

astheyheldbucketsofwaterontheirheads.



SoftlaughterandwhisperingstartedasI

approached.Iheldmyheadhighandkepton

walking.Ikneltdowntofillthebucketwith

waterwhenIfeltastonehitmyhead.Iturned

andsawagroupofboys.

.

Me:Heybunchofdirty,illmanneredboys!Do

younothaverespectforyourelders?Whoare

yourparentssoIcangotalktothem?(I

shouted)

Them:Killthewitch!

.

Theykeptonthrowinglittlestonesonmeand

repeatingthosewords.Istoodandranasfast

asmyfeetallowed.Nosizweistogetthewater

herselfbecauseIhaveevenleftthebucketby

thewater.ThechildrendidnotchasemebutI

rantogogo'shutandenteredquickly.Shejust

sayandsaidnothing.



.

Me:Areyounotgoingtoaskmewhatthe

matteris?(Itriedtocatchmybreath)

Gogo:Haveyounottoldmetokeepawayfrom

yourbusiness?

Me:Iamtiredofthis,Gogo.Thoseboysbythe

riveralmoststonedmetodeathbecause

someonehastoldthemthatIamawitch.

Gogo:Donotbesuchasoftwoman,Nande.If

theywishedtostoneyoutodeath,youwould

notbestandingbeforeme.

Me:Theycalledmeawitch,Gogo.(shelifted

hershoulders)

Gogo:Whyhaveyouruntomyhut?

Me:Iwasbeingchased.

Gogo:Thoseboysstoppedthrowingthose

stonesatyoulongagobutyoukeptrunning.

Suchacowardyouare.



Me:Howdoyouknowwhentheyhavestopped

chasingme?

Gogo:Youarehereforareason,Iknowit.Tell

mewhatyouwant.(sheavoidedmyquestion)

Me:IamherebecauseIneededaplacetohide.

Gogo:Tohidefromnothing?Stopfooling

yourself(Ikeptquietforalongwhile)

Me:Iamjusttiredofthislifeofbeinganobody.

IfIamtodietomorrow,nooneshallevencare.I

needyourhelptogainmypowerback.

Gogo:Wasitnotyouwhoturnedmyofferto

helpdownmanymonthsago?

Me:IthoughtIcouldwinMadoda'sfavourbut

heseemsnottocareabouthisownsister.

Gogo:Whatdoyouwishformetodo?

Me:HelpmetobetitledPrincessofthissoil

again.Itholdsnotthesamepowerofbeing

QueenbutIshallworkmywayuponceagain.



Gogo:GettingMadodatofavouryouischild's

playbutshallitgetyoutherevengeonthe

futureQueenofUmhlabaOchumileyo?Iknow

yourheartcravesit.

Me:IfIdaresetfootonXhant'sKingdomIam

surelygoingtodie.Idowishtomakethisgirl

payandherfamilyforallowingtheirbeaststo

clawmysontohisend.

Gogo:HaveIsaidanythingabouttravellingfar

togetthisrevenge? 

Me:Idonotunderstand.

Gogo:Youcanaskforhelpfromdarkenergies.

(myeyeswidenedinshock)

Me:Iamnowitch!

Gogo:Areyousureofthatyoujustsaid?People

alreadyseeyouasone,Nande.Itisasmall

pricetopaytoregainyourhightitlesofpower

onceagain. 

Me:IdonotwishtoharmXhantiandNtsika,



onlyhiswifeandherparents.IfIagree,then

whatistohappen?

Gogo:Itwillbedifficulttohurtherparentswith

ourway,theyareafamilywhoisprotectedby

guardians.Theyshallknowofthisevilbeforeit

iseventoreachthem.Theonlywaytohurt

themshallbethroughtheironlydaughter.They

loveherdearlyandIknowtheQueenisnotto

survivethelossofherdaughteronceagain.

Me:Wheredoyougetallofthisinformation?

Gogo:Carenotaboutthat.Thechildthatgrows

inherwombisapureheir.

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Gogo:Itmeansthatevenifwehavethe

Princesshurt,sheistorecoverbecauseher

childwillhealherfrominside.Shecanneverbe

harmedwhilesheiscarryinghim.

Me:Soheactsasashieldforher.Doesthat

meanthatIneedtowaitmoremonthsuntilshe



givesbirthbeforegettingridofher?

Gogo:Yes,unlesswefindawaytoridherbody

ofthechild.Areyouwillingtokillyourown

grandchild,Nande?(Ikeptquiet)

Me:WellwhenthisNdonifinallydiesthen

surelyNtsikaistowedagainandshallhave

manyotherchildren.Whatisthesacrificeof

onechildright?

Gogo:Ifyouchoosetogothispaththenthere

shallbenoturningback. 

Me:Mylifecansurelynotbecomemoreworse

thenthis.Iwillfinallygetmyrevenge.Butifyou

saythatherfamilyhasguardians.Doesitnot

meanthatshetooistobeprotectedmythose?

Gogo:SheisnowawifeoftheUmhlaba

Ochumileyoandlivesintheirroyalhouse.Sheis

nowthePrincessofUmhlabaOchumileyosoI

doubtsheistohavetheprotectionthatshedid

whenshewasPrincessofZwelihle.



Me:Icannotdothis.Iamnowitch.

Gogo:Iamnottoforceyou,justtryingtohelp

you. 

.

Istoodupquicklyandleftherhut.Allofthis

soundstemping.Tobeabletogetmyrevenge

withoutevensettingfootinUmhlaba.Tohave

MadodagivemebackmytitleasPrincessof

thissoil!Butthereisoneproblem,Iamnota

witchandgogooffersdarkmagic.Oncea

persongoeswiththatlifethenthereisno

turningback.Itislikesellingyoursoultothe

devilhimself.Iwentbacktodomychoresand

foundNosizweupsetwithmefornothaving

water.SheevendegradedthebreadthatI

baked.Icouldnolongerstandit.Icannotlive

thislife.Irushedtowheretheoldwomanwas

andtoldherthatIacceptherhelp.Maybeshe

canevenhelpmebeQueenofUmhlaba

Ochumileyoonceagain.Shesaidthatweareto



startourplanassoonaspossible. 

.

.

.

#Ndoni

Mybellyhasbeengrowingalmosteveryday.I

stilllovebeingmarriedtoNtsika.Ithasnot

beenaneasyfewmonthsbecausehisaunthas

stayedontoteachmethewaysoftheKingdom.

Shedoesnotseemtofavourmemuch.Ntsika

hasgonewithhisfatheryesterdayandshall

onlyreturnatsunset.Iwenttotheeating

chamberandfoundauntNozintostuffher

mouthwithalotoffoodallatonce.Igreeted

andsatdown.

.

Nozinto:Isthisthetimetogetup?Thesun

cameuplongago.

Me:Ihavenotsleptwelllastnight,Ionly



managedtogetagoodslumberatsunrise.

Nozinto:ItshowsthatNtsikahasbroughtusa

lazyfutureQueen.Donotshameyourhusband

likethis.Finisheatingsothatwecangoanddo

someoftheduties.

Me:Wemayleaveifyouareready.Iamnot

feelingwell.

Nozinto:Doyouwishtostarvemynephew's

heir?

Me:No,IwishnotauntybutIamnotfeeling

well.Iprefernottoeat.

Nozinto:Wellmaybeitisbestbecauseyouare

notevenabouttogivebirthyetbutyouareas

bigastenhippo's.(Ilookeddown)

Me:Maywegonowplease.

Nozinto:Areyoutodresslikethat?Thatisthe

materialofZwelihleandnoUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.Wearetogoonroyaldutiesofthis

soilandnottheoneofyourfather.



Me:Mymotherhasdressesmadeforwhenmy

bellyisbigger.Theattiresmadefromthe

Umhlabamaterialfitsmenolonger.(she

clappedonce)

Nozinto:Letusgothen,Ishallbarethesameof

beingseenwithyoulookinglikethat.Weare

alsonottotakethatanimalwithus.

Me:SheistogowhereIgo,especiallyifweare

notonroyalgrounds.

Nozinto:Icannot...

Me:IsaidthatsheistogowhereIgo!(Icuther

shortinasternvoice)

Nozinto:Wellifyouwishtoscarepeopleaway

thensobeit.Anotherthing,mysisterinlaw's

youngmaidenistobeexpectedsoon.Sheshall

returnwithmeafterIamdonetrainingyou.

.

Shestoodandwalkedaway.Itookabanana

andfollowedbehindher.Thiswomanhasa



problemwithmeandIdonotknowwhatitis.

Wewentaboutourdailydutiesandshewould

putmeonthespotbymakingfunnyremarksin

frontotherpeople.Ithurtmyfeelingsalot

becauseIamaverysensitiveperson.Wewent

backtotheroyalhouseandallIwishtodois

eatandsleep.IaskedforZiphotobringme

foodtomychamber.Shewalkedinsmiling.

.

Zipho:Youlooksotired,dearPrincess.

Me:Iam,Zipho.Theheatismakingmyfeet

swellandIdidnotsleeplastnight.

Zipho:IsitbecauseyourPrincewasnotbyyour

side?(shelaughed).

Me:No,Ijustfeltsobloatedandhadhot

flashes.

Zipho:Itmustbepartofthepregnancy.Youare

lookingsobeautiful.

Me:Nozinto,gavemeanearfulfornotwearing



thetraditionalUmhlabaattiretomyduties

today.Thosethingsdonotevenfitme.

Zipho:Ndoni,howlongwillyouallowherto

treatyoulikethat?.

Me:Icannotupsether,Zipho.Sheistheonly

onetheycouldgetinsuchshortnoticewho

waswillingtocomefromherKingdomtohelp

me. 

Zipho:Itstilldoesnotmeanthatshecanspeak

toyoulikeshewishes.TellPrinceNtsika.

Me:Icannotruntomyhusbandwitheverylittle

problem. 

Zipho:Thenputyourfootdownandputherin

herplace.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:HowarethingsbetweenyouandBantu?

(shesmiled)

Zipho:Heisagoodmanandheistogotomy

familyandaskformyhandinmarriagesoon

(webothsmiledandembraced)



Me:Youdeserveallofthehappiness,sister.I

shallcomeanddanceatyourwedding(she

laughed)

Zipho:Withyourbigbelly?

Me:Yes,likethis(Istoodanddancedandwe

bothlaughedsomuch)

Zipho:Justsitandeat,yourhighnessandstop

beingsilly.

Me:Mythanksformakingmelaugh,Zipho.

.

ShewaitedandkeptmecompanyuntilI

finishedeating.Ilovespendingtimewithher.

Tomesheisafriendandnotmyservant.She

andBantuaretomakeabeautifulhappyhome.

SheleftandItookawellneededrest.Aftera

fewhoursIwokeupfeelingveryirritated.I

walkedoutofmychambertostretchmylegs

whenNozintoapproached.

.



Nozinto:YoutrulyaretomakealazyQueen.(I

couldnolongertakeit)

Me:Lookauntie,Iknownotwhatyourproblem

withmeisandIdonotcare.Youarenothereto

teachacommonerhowtoberoyalty.Youstand

beforeaPrincessandallyouneedtodois

teachmethewaysofthissoil.Ihavebeen

doingwellbutitseemsitisoffnousetoyou.If

youdonotwishtobeherethenspeak.Youalso

needtostopbotheringyourselfwithmybody.

Youhavenevercarriedachildsoyoushallnot

knowthechangesitcomeswithtoawoman's

body.YoudareinsultthefutureQueenofthis

soilagain,youaresuretoregretitlater.Ihave

swallowedallthebitternessandunkindness

youhavegivenmebutitistoendtoday.Arewe

clear?(shelookedatmeshocked)

Nozinto:Areyoumakingfunofmyinabilityto

havekids?

Me:IfthatishowyouinterpretwhatIhavejust



spokenthensobeit.Iamtiredofyouandyou

cangotellyourbrotherifyouwish.Youareto

givehimtherightreportaboutmylearning

achievementsortroubleiswhatshallfollow

you.Alsothatyoungmaidenyousaidisonthe

wayistobeturnedbacktowherevershe

comesfrom.Iamnotstupid.Youhavespoken

abouthowNtsikawouldperhapswishtobe

withamaidenwithasmallerbodymanytimes.

Youbringthisgirltocomeandseducemy

husband.

Nozinto:Ihavenotplannedsu...

Me:Isaidthatyouaretosendherback.(Icut

hershort)

Nozinto:Buthowsheisalreadyontheway.

Me:Youaretotellamessengerwhichdirection

shecomesfromandhavethemmeetherhalf

waytotellhertogoback.Surelythehorsesof

yourKingdomarecapableofturningaround.

Aretheynot?



Nozinto:Mybrothershallhereofthis.

Me:DoIlooklikeIgiveacare?Youdonotwish

toangerthedaughterofKingXolo.Ishallhave

yourhusband'slittleKingdomburnttothe

ground.Donotputmetothetest.NowlikeI

havesaid,youaretotelltheKinghowwellIam

doingbecausewebothknowthatIamexcelling.

Youdarehavethatmaidensetfootonthissoil,

youaresuretoregretit.Iamtiredofyouold

womenofthisplacethinkingthatIamadirty

matyoucanjustwalkover. 

.

IlookedherstraightintheeyesasIspoke.She

stoodthereclearlytakeabackbymywords.I

hadhertelloneofourmessengerswherethis

maidencomesfromandIorderedhi.tomeet

hercarriagehalfwayandtellhertonotdareset

footinmyhouse.Idonotcarenomore

becauseclearlythewomanIhavemetinthis

housethinkIamafool.FirstNandeandnow



Nozinto.Iamnottakingitanymore!Ihadthe

kitchenhelpersprepareafeastforKingXhanti

andNtsika.Theyarrivedjustastheskylit

orangebecauseofthebeautifulsunset.We

madeourwaytoourprivatechamberandI

literallythrewmyselfonhim.Helaughedsoftly.

.

Me:Ihavemissedyousomuch. 

Ntsika:Ndoni,Ihavebeenawayforonenight(I

laughedsoftly)

Me:Ihaveknowledgeofthat.Didallgowell?

Ntsika:Thetravelwasnotacompletewasteof

time,myheart.Haveyoubeenwell?

Me:Iseemtoalwaysfailbeforeyouraunt's

eyes,Ntsika.IamdelayingyoufrombeingKing

andIcanseethefrustrationinyourfather's

facewheneveryourauntreportsonmy

progress.(hekissedmylipssoftly)

Ntsika:Thereisnorushtothis.Iamalsostill



learningplentyfromfather.Fatheradoresyou,

Ndoni.Heholdsnofrustrationtowardsyou.The

onlyfrustrationhehasiswithhislegs.Howis

ourbabydoing?

Me:Hemovessomuchitfeelsreallynice(I

smiled)

Ntsika:Toshowthatheishappyandingreat

health. 

Me:WemuststopassumingitisaPrince,it

mightbealittleNdoniyamanzi.(helaughed)

Ntsika:Andsheissurelytobeasbeautifulas

thebigNdoniyamanzi. 

.

Welaughedandhekissedme.Ilovebeingin

hisembracesomuch.Ihadwaterbebroughtto

ourchambersohecouldwash.Hefinishedand

wegotreadytogotothenightfeast.We

walkedtotheeatingchamberandfoundthe

KingandNozintositting.Wegreetedandsat



down.

.

Xhanti:Deardaughter,doyounowthinkyou

holdenoughknowledgetostepupasQueen?

Me:Ihavebeendoingwellinmostoftheduties

thatIhavehadtodo,myKing.Ihavemademy

mindholdknowledgeofalltherulesofthis

Kingdom.

Ntsika:Shetrulyhas,father.Itseemsthatshe

holdsknowledgeofthingsthatIdonoteven

know(welaughed)

Xhanti:Iamnotsurprised,sheholdsasharp

mind.Nozintodoyouthinkthatsheisreadyfor

this(Ilookedather)

Nozinto:Youknow,brotherIhavenotmadeit

easyforher.Shehasbeendoinggreatinthis

newrolebutIthinkshehasdonesomething

todaythatIwishedforlongago.Sheshowed

methestrengthIknewsheholdsinsideofher



heart.Shestoodupforherselfandthatisatrait

thatatrueQueenistohold.Shehastruly

impressedmeandIthinkthatsheisreadyto

leadbyNtsika'sside. 

Xhanti:Nowthatisgoodnews.Ihavebeen

waitingtohearyousaythatforsolong.

Nozinto:Butsheistohaveanadvisor.Ishall

notbeabletodoitbecauseIholdpositionof

QueeninmyownKingdom.

Ntsika:Itisalltobearrangedattherighttime.I

amjusthappythatmywife'shardworkisfinally

beingacknowledged.(Ilookedathimand

smiled)

Xhanti:Letuseat,mybodyfeelstiredand

needsrest.

.

WesatandateandIdonotknowifNozinto's

wordistrueornotbutIdonotcarebecauseI

knowIdeservepraiseforachange.Wefinished



andretiredtoourchambers.Wegotunderthe

coversandIreadthecurrentbookthatcaught

ourinterestoutlouduntilIheardNtsikssnore.I

laughedandputthebookaway.Icouldfeelmy

slumbercomenicelymyprincelaidbymyside.

BeforeIknowitasnakewrappeditselfaround

mybellysotightlythatitfeltlikemyspine

wouldbreak.Iscreamedoutinpainandtriedto

takethisthingoffmybodybutIfailed.Iheard

Shiba'svoicesaying"I'mhere"untilIhearda

voiceshoutmynameout.Iopenedmyeyes

andwasgreetedbyNtsika'sterrifiedface.

.

Ntsika:Ndoniyamanzi,whatseemstobethe

matter?Youhavebeencryingoutinyoursleep.

Me:Ihadabaddream. 

Ntsika:Whatwasitabout?(Itoldhim)

Me:Mybellyfeelslikeitburning,Ntsika.(the

babymovedandhebreathedasighofrelief)



Ntsika:Itseemstohavejustbeenaterrible

dream.Trytogobacktosleep,Ishallstay

awakeuntilyoucloseyoureyes.(hekissedme)

.

Heheldmesotightlythathisbodyheat

becametoomuchtobare.Theburning

sensationbegantoslowlygoawaybutInow

fearedgoingbacktosleep.Ihatesnakesand

eventohaveonebeforemeinmydreams

scaresme.MyeyesstartedtofeelheavyandI

triedtofightitbutIfailed.Ifinallygaveupand

letsleepovertakemybodyandhopingthatno

badistovisitmeinmyslumberagain.

[03/02,14:58]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert30

.

#King Xhanti



TodayisthedaythatIhaveneverexpectedto

happensosoon.Ntsikaandhisbrideare

officiallygoingtobetitledKingandQueenof

UmhlabaOchumileyo.Itrustintheirabilityto

ruleoverthissoilasIandmanybeforethem

havedone.MyhealthisnotasithasbeenbutI

havebeenhidingittopreventcausingpanicto

Ntsika.TheroyalfamilyofZwelihlehas

honouredtheinvitationtothisbeautifulevent.I

askedforXolotojoinmeinthelibrarychamber.

Hewalkedin,greetedandsatdown.

.

Me:Mythanksformeetingmehere,oldfriend.

Xolo:Iknowyouwouldneverjustaskformeif

itwerenotimportant.Whatseemstobe

weighingsoheavyonyourmind?

Me:Ntsikaisabouttositonthethroneof

power. 

Xolo:Iholdfullknowledgeofthatfact,Isit

beforeyoubecauseIamheretowitnessit



happen.Areyoustartingtohavesecond

thoughtsandwishtoremainKing?

Me:No,myheartholdsnoregretforthis

decision.Iamnotlongerfittositintheseatof

rule.Iwishtoaskyouagreatfavour.

Xolo:Iamlistening.(helookedatmeintensely)

Me:Ntsikaisagoodleader,itisatraitthathe

wasbornwithandheknowsthewaysofthis

Kingdomwell.Iknowthathisruleistocome

withplentyofchangesbecauseheisstillyoung.

Iaskofyoutopleasestepinasoneofhis

mentors.

Xolo:Iholdnopowertodothat,Xhanti.Whydo

youspeaklikethis?Youaretobeadvisortothe

youngPrinceasyouhavebeensinceheknew

whathisresponsibilitiesare.

Me:Youholdthepowertobeanadvisorand

mentortohim,Xolo.Youarenolongerjusta

strangertohim,youtooarehisfatherandhe

holdgreatrespectforyou.Iamnotwell,old



friend.Ihavelosttheabilitytowalkandithad

strippedmeoffmydignity.Mybodyfeelslike

thatofanoldman.

Xolo:Youneednotfearthen.Ihavecomewith

Ncedi.Sheshallmakethefeelingofillnessgo

away.(Ishookmyhead)

Me:Idonotwanthertohelpme.Myancestors

havebeencallingmetotheirlandforalong

timenow.Ihaveresistedandstayedstrongfor

thesakeofmysinbutIcannolongercope.My

bodyfeelspainateachsunsetthatcausesme

tocryinmychamberlikealittlebaby.These

painsareonlyfeltbymeandInolongerwishto

liveinsuchmystery,oldfriend.

Xolo:Itweighsheavyonmyhearttohearthat.I

trulyhadnoideathatyouhavebeensufferingin

silencelikethis.Thewayyouhavemetthisfate

angersmeevenmorebecauseitwasdonebya

personyoucalledson.

Me:Iamatpeace,oldfriend.Myheartfeelsjoy



thatNtsikahasfoundyourdaughter.Sheisa

lightinhislifeandIknowinmyheartthatheis

tobewellonceIamgonebecausehehasher.

AllIaskisforyoutoguidethefutureKingof

Umhlabawhenneeded. 

Xolo:HetooisalightinNdoni'slife.Theytruly

arestillyoungandneedguidance.Donotfear,

oldfriend.NobuandIshallstandreadytohelp

thesechildren.Asyouhavementionedtheyare

tocomewithanewtypeofruleandIforesee

greatnessinit. 

Me:Mythanks,oldfriend.Iamnowsurelytogo

inpeaceknowingthattheyareinyourgood

hands.Donotfear,Ihavetoldtheroyalcouncil

aboutthisandtheyhadnoproblem.

Xolo:Itoohavetoaskafavourofmyown.

Me:Iamlistening 

Xolo:Iaskthatyoulivelongenoughtomeet

yourfirstgrandchildandtonamethelittle

PrinceorPrincess.



Me:Myapologies,oldfriendbutIholdnotthe

powertodecidewhenmyendistocome.Ifeel

itisnearbutIknownotoftheday.

Xolo:IknowthatbutNobuhastoldmethat

Ndoniistogointolabouranydaynow.Ibegof

youtokeepstrongasyouhavedoneallthese

months.Yoursonissuretoappreciatethe

honourofyounaminghischildbeforeyougoto

thelandofyourancestors. 

Me:NamingthenextgenerationofUmhlaba

royaltywouldindeedbeanhonour.Ipromiseto

tryandremainstronguntilthelittleonefinally

decidestocometous.(weshookhands)

.

WesatandspokesomemoreandIknowthat

Ntsikaistogetthebestadvisefromhisfather

inlaw.XolohasmadeZwelihlebeaspowerful

andprosperousasitistoday.Umhlaba

Ochumileyoissurelytogaingreatstrength

frombeinginalliancewithZwelihle.Idonot



knowifmyheartistostillbeatuntilNtsika's

childisbornbutIdoasktheancestorstogrant

methislastaskofthem.Ialreadyholdaname

thatisfittingforaPrincebutIshallthinkofone

foraPrincesstoo.Xololeftmetogetreadyfor

thecrowningceremonyandIhadJongi

summonedin.Sheentered,bowedandstood.

.

Jongi:Youhavecalled,myKing.Isallalright?(I

smiled)

Me:Alliswell,Jongi.Ihavesomethingtotell

you.

Jongi:Iamlistening.

Me:Iwishforyoutoknowthatyouaretheone

myhearthaschosenandithasneverchanged

it'schoice.Ithasalwaysbeenyou.Iwantto

giveyoumyapologiesfornotmakingyoufeel

worthy.JustlookathowfarNtsikawaswilling

togoforhisbridewhenhestillthoughtsheisa

nobody,hewantedtogiveupbeingaPrince



justtobewithher.Ididnotholdthesame

courage.NowIwishthatIhadbutitistoolate.

Jongi:Itisnottoolate,Xhanti.Youaretostep

downasKinginafewhours. 

Me:Myhealthisfailingme.Mylifehangsbya

thread.Ihavenotcalledyouheretotalkabout

sadnews.Ihavecalledyouheretotellyouthat

myheartisalwaystobeyours.Donotfearour

maidenistobetakencareof.Ihavespokento

Ntsikaaboutit.

Jongi:Myheartistobelongtoyouforallmy

daystoo.Itpainsmetoseeyoulikethis(she

startedtocry)

Me:Allshallbewell(Ikissedherlips)

.

IhavenotfeltJongi'ssoftlipsagainstmineina

longwhile.Mybodymightbeinpainbutmy

heartandsoularefeelingdelight.Iaskedtobe

takentomychamberandJongihelpedme



dressinmyroyalattire.Itookmycrownand

lookedatitforalongwhile.Ntsikaandhiswife

aretohavenewcrowns.Mywishisthatthey

starteverythingonanewpage.Theyaretobea

breathoflongawaitedfreshairinthishouse

andKingdom.Iputinmycrownbutsoonitis

nottoholdthesamepowerasbefore.Iamtruly

atpeacewithall.

.

.

#Ndoni

Thedayhasfinallycome.NtsikaandIwokeup

atsunriseatPrinceandPrincessbutbysunset

wearetobeKingandQueen.Inolongerfeel

thesamefearthatIdidwhenIwastoldthatI

amsoontobeQueen.Mybellyisnowsobig

thatIcannotevenseemyowntoesnoreven

touchthem.Motherhasbeenwithmefora

monthnowbecauseshesaysthebabyissoon

tocome.NozintohasnotbeenmeantosinceI



putmyfootdown.Iwasaloneinmychamber

becauseIjustwishedtoclearmymind.Isat

andbrushedmybellyandcouldnothelpbut

smile.Ifeltacalmnesscomeovermybody.

.

Shiba:QueenNdoniyamanzi,youseenowwhat

ImeantwhenItoldyouthatyouaretorealise

yourdestinyonlyifyousetfootinthisroyal

housebackthen.

Me:Iseenow,Shiba.IalsorealisewhyIhadto

meetNtsikabeforemeetingmyfamilybecause

thechildwehavemadeisthemainreasonwhy

fatherdidnotkillNtsikathatnight. 

Shiba:Yes,child.Iknowthatyouhavegone

throughmanychallengesbutithasgivenyou

strength.Youalsostillholdakindheartinyour

chest.Notallpeopleloveapersonwithyour

kindnature,Ndonisoyouarestilltomeet

peoplewhowishyouharm.Darkmagichas

beentryingtoharmyoubutfearnotnosuccess



istocomefromit.

Me:IsthatwhyIhavebeenhavingbaddreams?

Shiba:Theyarenotdreams,whatyoudreamis

whattrulyishappeningbuttheguardiansof

yoursoilthewithyou.

Me:Mythanksforalwaysbeingthereinmy

timesofneed,Shiba.Ithoughtthatyouwould

nolongerexistinmylifeonceI'mwed.

Shiba:Youarenottheonlyonewhoheldthat

thought.Thosewhowishyouharmthoughtso

too.Youareyettobeputtothetest,Ndoni.I

needyoutobestrongasyouhavealwaysbeen.

Yournewtitleistocomewithgreat

responsibilitybutyouandyourKingaretostay

unitedatalltimesbecausetogetheryouhold

greatstrength.

Me:Weshallkeepasone,Ifailtoforeseea

futurewithouthim.

.



Itgivesmegreatjoytotalktomyguardian

again.Shehasnotmademehearhervoiceina

longwhilebutshehasbeenprotectingmein

thespiritworld.ItmakesmehappybecauseI

holdnopowerinthatworld.Istoodandstarted

togetdressed.Ntsikaistogetreadyinanother

chamber.MotherwalkedinandIsmiled.

.

Mother:Myblossom,whyhaveyounotcalled

metohelpyou?

Me:Iamabletodressmyself,myQueen.

Mother:Areyouabletoputyourshoesontoo?

(webothlaughed)

Me:No,Iamsuretoneedhelpwiththat.Can

youbelievethatmyattirehadtobealtered

threetimes?(shelaughedsoftly)

Mother:Icanbelieve,myblossom.Thatis

becausemyflowergrowsstrongandhealthy

everyday(shekissedmybellyandIsmiled)



Me:Yourflowerneedstocomesoon.Icanno

longerfindagoodpositiontolieinatnight.All

feelsouncomfortable.

Mother:Ibelievethatitisonlyafewdaysnow.

Eventheroyalmidwifeisready. 

Me:Mythanksforbeinghere,mother.Ihave

beenatpeacesinceyousetfootonthissoil.

Mother:Iamhappytohearthat.Thepositionof

Queenisnoteasy,myblossom.Youarenowto

facechallengesyouneverknewexisted.Ineed

youtonottrustjustanyonebecausesomeare

stillloyaltoNandeanddonotwishyouwell.

WhenyoudonotfeelwellIbegofyoutonot

justdrinkanyremedy.Haveamessengersend

alettertoZwelihleandNcediistoreaditand

help.Onlytrustafewwiththebabyonceitis

here.Royalbabiesarealwaysinharmsway.

Ensurethatyourhusbandisatpeaceandcalm

becauseheisnotanordinarymanwithordinary

problems.HeissoontohavethisKingdom's



wellbeinginhishandsandheneedsyoutoalso

bestrongforhim. 

Me:Ishall,mother.(shesuddenlylooked

behindmewitheyeswideopen)

Mother:Moveslowlytothedoor,Ndoni.

Me:Why,mother?

Mother:DoasIorder,Ndoniyamanzi.

.

Myheartstartedtoracefasterandfaster.I

knowshesaidtomoveslowlybutcuriositygot

tomeandIlookedbacktoalsoseewhatI'm

orderedtowalkedawayfrom.IwishIhadnot

becauseitwasasnake.ItriedtorunbutIfellto

thefloor.Mbalekiisouttohuntsomyfeargot

worseandworse.Mothertriedtochaseitaway

butIfeareditwouldstrikeher. 

.

Shiba:Standandfaceyourenemy,

Ndoniyamanzi.Takethesharpironweapon



yourgroomholdsinthechamberandfaceyour

enemy. 

Me:Ifailto,mylegsarenumbduetothefear.

Shiba:Risefromthefloor,Ndoniyamanzi.

.

IdonotknowwhereIgotthestrengthbutI

stoodandreachedforNtsika'sweaponand

choppeditinhalfjustasitwasabouttostrike

mymother.Iscreamedandheldontothe

QueenbecauseIfearthiscreaturewithallI

haveinme.Ntsika,Father,BukhosiandNtando

camerushingin.

.

Ntsika:Whatseemstobethematter?

Father:Theenemytriedhisluckbutfailed. 

Ntsika:Ndoni,areyouwell?(heheldme)

Father:SheisaPrincessofZwelihle,donot

fear.



Me:Iamjustfrightened.Pleasehaveitburnt

outsideofroyalgrounds.

Bukhosi:Weshalldoasyouask,sister.Hasno

harmcometoyouboth?

Mother:Ndonifell,howareyoufeeling?

(Ntsika'sfacewasthatofpanic)

Me:Iamwell.Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Themenhadthecreaturebetakenout.Mbaleki

returnedafteralltheactionwasover.Iam

feelingsomemildpainbutIcanbarewithit

untilaftertheceremony.Iwastooafraidto

dressinmychambersowemovedtoa

differentone.Evenwhenwereachedtheother

onemyeyesfirstscannedeverycornertoseeif

therearenosurprisesinit.Allwasfinishedand

theceremonyfinallystarted.Theeldersfirst

crownedNtsikaasIsatsmilingwithprideand

joy.Helookedsohandsomeinhisnewattire.I

alsogotcrownedandtheattirefeltsoheavy.All



wasdonebeautifullyandaccordingtoculture.

Ntsikareachedoutformyhandaswesaton

ourroyalchairs.Itfeelssooverwhelmingtobe

seatedonit.AlmostmakingmefeellikeIam

notworthy.Theofficialceremonycametoan

end.

.

Elder:IhonourthepeopleofUmhlaba

Ochumileyowiththeirnewleaders.Prince

NtsikaandPrincessNdoniyamanziarenomore.

NowbeforeyouisKingNtsikaandQueen

NdoniyamanziofUmhlabaOchumileyo.May

theyleadthepeopleofthissoilwithgreat

strengthandgrace.Letusallbowasperthe

wayofUmhlabaOchumileyotoshowrespectto

thenewKingandQueenofthissoil.

.

Allwhoisherebowedbeforeus.Fromroyalty

tocommonerandNtsikagavepermissionto

rise.Thechambergotfilledwithcheerasthe



peopleofourKingdomwelcomedit'snew

rulers.Iwasfeelingsooverwhelmedbythe

welcomingcheersthatIcried.Ilookedatmy

handthatisentwinedwithNtsika'sstrongone.

Hopingthatwearenevertobreakthisunity

betweenus.WestoodandtheKingofUmhlaba

spoketohispeople.Ifeltasharppaininmy

lowerbackbutIletmyhusbandfinishwithhis

speech.HefinallyfinishedbutIfeltanother

painstrikeandIcouldnothidethisone.Ntsika

heldmeup.

.

Ntsika:Ndoni,whatisgoingon?

Me:Idonotknow.

Mother:Ithinksheisgoingintolabour.We

needtohavehertakentoaprivatechamber.

.

Ntsikaheldmeupasweslowlywalkedout.I

heardeldertelleveryonetogoandenjoythe



feastpreparedforthem.Wefinallyreachedthe

privatechamber.

.

Mother:Allmenaretoleavethechamberat

once!

Ntsika:Iloveyou,Ndoni(hekissedmysweaty

foreheadandIsmiled)

Father:Letusleavethewomentohelpher.All

istobewell.(theyleftus)

Me:MotherIfeelsomuchpain. 

Mother:Allshallbewell,myblossom.The

midwifeisonherwaytotheroyalgrounds.For

nowwearetotakeoffallofthisheavyclothes.

Youaretomeetyourbabysoon.

.

Theytookoffallofmyclothesandstrangelyit

camewithgreatrelief.Aclothwasputovermy

body.Thepainwouldhitmeandstopandhit

meandstop.Icannolongertakeit.The



midwifecameandwashedherhands.Shedid

whatsheneededtodobuttoldmeitisnotyet

time.Whenisthetimetocome?Motheris

holdingmyhandaseachpainstrikesandZipho

iswipingmyfacewithacoolcloth.Themidwife

keptonsayingitisnotyettimeandIfeltlike

kickingher.IdonotthinkIamtodothisagain.

Ntsikaistokeepfarawayfrommeafterthis.

.

.

#Ntsika

Ndoniyamanzi'sscreamshavebeenbreaking

myheart.IcringewheneverIhearherscream

becauseIampartlythereasonwhysheisin

suchgreatpain.Ikeptonwalkingaboutlikea

madman.

.

Father:Ntsika,doyouwishtowalkaholeinthe

floor?



Me:Icannothelpit,father.

Xolo:Trytokeepcalm,myKing.Allshallbewell.

Takeitfromusbecausewehavebeeninthis

positionbefore.

Me:Shehasbeeninthereforhoursnow.The

sunisstartingtosetbutsheisstillinthere

screaminginpain.

Bukhosi:Ndoniisjusthavingalonglabour. 

Me:Didyourbridehavethesame?

Bukhosi:No,brother.Zolekawasbornvery

quick(Ipanickedevenmore)

Me:Iamgoingtoseewhatisgoingon!

Father:Youaretodonosuchathing.Nowhere

inhistoryhasamanbeenintheroomwhena

womanisinlabour.

Xolo:Iagreewithyourfather.Thatisforthe

women.Ndoniisingoodcare.

Me:Ihaveheardofwomenwhodiedduring



childbirth.WhatifmyNdonimeetsthesame

fate?

Father:Wearenottothinknegatively.Your

Queenandbabyaretobewellandaliveafter

this.

.

Isatandheldmyhead.Iheardanotherscream

fromtheroomNdoniisinandIknewthatitis

hers.WhenisthisbabytocomebecauseIhate

knowingmyladyisinpain.Hoursandhours

wentbyandthenwithoutanywarningweheard

acry.Thiscryisdifferentbecauseitisthatofa

baby.Iimmediatelystoodtomyfeetand

smiled. 

.

Father:Thosearethecriesofahealthybaby.

Xolo:Isureagree,oldfriend(Ziphowalkedin)

Zipho:MyKing,shehasgivenbirthtoahealthy

babyboy.



Me:Howisshe?

Zipho:Sheisweakbutwell.Youmaynowcome

andseethem.

Father:Blessedisthelandofmyancestorsto

behonouredwithanheir.Congratulations,my

King.

Me:Mythanks,father.(Ismiledindelight)

Xolo:Nowgoandmeetyourson,son.(he

shookmyhand)

.

Theyallshookmyhand.Istoodbytheentrance

andtookadeepbreath.Iknockedfirstandwas

toldtoenterbecauseallisproper.Ifound

Ndoniholdingourbabyclosetoherchest.She

trulylooksexhaustedbutsmiledasI

approached.Ikneltbyhersideandkissedher

softlips. 

.

Me:Howareyoufeeling?



Ndoni:Justtiredandinabitofpain(shesaid

softly)

Me:Mythanksforthisbeautifulgift,myQueen. 

Ndoni:Wouldyouliketoholdhim?

Me:AmIallowed?

Nobu:Yes,youneednopermissiontoholdyour

littlePrince.

.

Igentlytookhimfromhismother'schest.Heis

sosmallandsoftthatIfearedmyroughhands

wouldbruisehim.Iheldhiminmyarmsandhis

eyeswereshut.Ikissedhislittleforeheadand

heletoutasoftsound.Ihaveneverfeltthis

feelinginmylifebeforeandIfailtodescribeit.

AllIknowisthatIlovemylittlePrince.Hefeels

sowarminmyarms.QueenNobuaskedmeto

excusethembecausetheyneedtogetNdoni

proper.Itookthebabytowherethemenwere.I

walkedsoslowlybecausefallingisnotan



option.Theywereallsohappytofinallymeet

him.

.

Ntando:Whatareyoutonamehim?

Me:Idonotknow.

Father:YouaretonamehimKamvalesizwe.He

isthefutureofthissoilbecauseheisto

succeedyousomeday.Igivehimmytruest

blessings.Mayhesomedayleadthislandaswe

andthosebeforeushave.

Xolo:Mayprosperity,strengthandgoodnessbe

withhim.WewelcomeyouPrince

KamvalesizweofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

Me:AnametrulysuitedforaPrince.Mythanks

father.Heisblessedtohavetwopowerfulmen

ashisgrandfathers. 

Father:Blessedarewetohavehimhere.

.



TheyallheldthelittlePrincebutIgotcalled

backtogowithhimtoNdoni'schamber.She

wassittingupstraight.Hermotherandthe

midwifepositionedtheKamvaproperlysohe

couldstartfeeding.IcouldseethatNdoniisin

painashestartedtofeedbutshekeptontrying.

Hefinallystartedtolearnhowitisdoneand

theyleftusalone.Isatandwatchedmywife

givecaretoournewbornanditwasabeautiful

sight.Ithankedheronceagainforthisgift.Just

aswethoughtthatbeingcrownedKingand

Queenwouldbethehighlightofthedayour

Princedecidestoshow.Myheartisfulland

content.Thesearethemomentsmymindis

surelytostoreforallmydays.Iamafatherand

Ishallbeagoodfathertohimasminehave

been.Ishalllearnfromhismistakestoo.I

kissedmyexhaustedwifeonherforeheadthen

lipsandplantedasoftkissonKamva'shead.

Heisthesightofperfection.Onecreatedfrom

theloveIsharewithmyQueen.AloveIcherish



withallmyheart.Welcometotheworld

Kamvalesizwe,PrinceofUmhlabaOchumileyo.
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#Nande

AngercouldnotbegintodescribetherageIfelt

insideofme.Allofthisdarkmagicseemstobe

useless.Ireceivedaletterfromoneofthose

whoarestillloyaltomeatUmhlaba

Ochumileyomanydaysgo.Thewhore'sbelly



growsdailyandtheyaresoontocrownher

Queen.Isacrificedmysoultodarknessfor

nothing.Iwalkedinangertogogo'shutand

entered.TheoillamplitdimbutIcouldseeher.

.

Me:Itseemsthatthepoweryouthinkthatyou

haveisofnoexistence!

Gogo:Keepyourvoicedown!Doyouwishfor

theentireKingdomtohearyou?

Me:Iamholdingsomuchangerinme!Doyou

knowthatthewhorelivesandhercurseofa

childstillgrowsinsideofher?

Gogo:Iholdknowledgeofallofthat,Nande.I

amnofool.Wehaveunderestimatedthe

protectionthatsurroundsher.Thespiritual

guardiansoftheKingdomofZwelihleprotects

herandherhusband'sancestorsaretoo

becausetheyhavechosenherforNtsika.These

twofamilieshavebeeninalliancelongbefore

thethistime.Eveninthespiritworld,theywork



togetherandformgreatpower. 

Me:AreyoutellingmethatIamneverto

avengemyselfandLizwi?!(weheardnoiseon

theoutside)

Gogo:Whatisthere?(shewhispered)

Me:HowamItohavethatknowledge?Youare

thewitchhere.

Gogo:Rightnowsittwowitchesinthishut.You

becameonewhenyouacceptedmyoffertouse

darkmagic.Darenotinsultmeoryouareto

regretit.

Me:Youtrickedmeintoitbecauseyouknew

myheartheldangerforNdoniandhurtforLizwi.

Gogo:Areyoutogiveupnow?Ofwhatuseis

thattoyouwhenyouarealreadyin.

Me:YoudonotevenhaveaplansoIsuggest

weleavethisplan.

Gogo:Ifyoucouldlisten,youaretoknowthe

planthatIhave.Wefailedtogetwhatwewant



throughthedarkenergiesbutwearestillable

toridofher.

Me:How?

Gogo:WehaveNtsikaturnagainsthiswife.(I

laughedloudly)

Me:Thelovepotionthatshefedhimisstrong

andissurelynottofadeoffquick.Ifitdoes

thensheistogetmore.

Gogo:Shehasneverfedhimlovepotion.Ihave

alreadystartedwiththeprogresstohavethis

bedone.Itshallindeedbealongonebutitis

possible. 

Me:IneedheroutoftheroyalhousesoonandI

wantherstrippedofthetitleofQueensheisto

get.ShemustfeelthepainthatIamfeelingat

thismoment.

Gogo:Sheisofwealth,evenifsheisstrippedof

hertitleasQueensheistolive.Whatistohurt

heristoseethemanshelovestakebackhis



love.Youaretobepatientbecausethisistobe

alongprocessbutyoushallseevictory.This

mightevenmakeyouhavetheseatofQueen

MotherofUmhlabaOchumileyo(Ismiledin

delight)

Me:Tellmetheplanandhowfaritissinceyou

havementionedthatitisalreadyinprogress.

.

ShewasabouttotellmeherplanwhenI

suddenlyheardchantingoutside.Ilookedout

andsawamobofvillageswhoalllitfirelights.

Somesaying"burnthewitch"andIknewthatI

hadtogoandplayvictim.Gogodidnoteven

lookbothered.Iranoutandstartedtocry.

.

Me:Mythanksforfinallycomingtomyrescue.I

havebeentakenbyforcebythisoldwoman. 

Sizwe:Liesarewhatshespeaks,myKing.

FuzwayoandIhaveheardherandgogotalk



abouttheeviltheyplantoplotanddarkmagic

istobeused.

Fuzwayo:ItistruewhattheQueenspeaks,my

King.Nandeisnovictim.

Madoda:Areyouawitch,Nande?(heshouted)

Me:Iamnot,brother.Ibegofyoutobelieve.

Sizwe:DareyouimplythatyourQueenspeaks

notruth?Ihavesuspectedtheoldwomanfora

longtimenowbuthearingitwithmyownears

hasleftmefeelingpuredisgust.

Me:Madoda,shetrickedmebrother.She

threatenedtoendallourlivesandIwentinto

agreementwithhertosaveyou!

Madoda:Youlookatmeandseeafool?!Your

werecapableofhavingyourownsonkilled.

Whatareourlivestoyouwhenyourownson's

meantnothing?YoudisgustmeandIstand

shamedtoadmitthatwecomefromthesame

womb.Ihavebeenthinkingaboutredeeming



youandtitleyouPrincessofthissoilagain.Itis

allthathasbeeninmymind.Haveyou

bewitchedyourKing? 

Me:Ionlywishedtobetreatedwiththerespect

thatIdeserve.Youhavedrivenmetoit.

Sizwe:Wecannotharbourwitchesinourhouse,

myKing.

Gogo:Suchastupidgirlyouare!Youhave

admittedtobeingdirty.Nowtheyaresuretokill

us(shespokewithcalmnessfromherhut)

Me:Ibegofyounottokillme,brother.Istill

wishtolive.(Ibowedandkissedhisfeet)

Madoda:Darenotputyourfilthonmyfeet.I

warnedyouaboutthis,Nande.HaveInot?Itold

youthatifyouaretobewrongagainIshall

punishyouwithoutthinkingtwice.Weholdno

trialshere,knowthewayofthisKingdom

becauseyougrewupinit.Thepeoplewishto

seeyoudeadasafittingpunishmentfor

someonewhodoesyourevilsandIshallallow



it.

.

Thechantingbecamestrongerandtheheat

fromallthefirelampsticksbegantomakeme

feelhot.Imanagedtogetawayandrun.The

villagemenandboyscameafterme.Iturned

andsawthatgogo'shutisengulfedwithlife

flames.Thereisnowaysheistosurviveit.Iran

andhidbehindsomebunchesuntilthemob

passedby.Istoodandtookadifferentdirection.

Iamnowsurethattheyarenottofollowmein

thisdirection.IwalkedfasterandfasteruntilI

sawmanycheetah'sapproachme.Myknees

feltnumbwithfear.Iheardavoicespeak.

.

Voice:Youdaredtobringharmtothechildof

Zwelihle! 

Me:Idonotholdknowledgeofwhatyouspeak

of.Ibegofyou!Iamanobody.Iamjusta

commonerseekingworkinfarms.



Voice:Youshallfeelthewrathoftheancestors

ofQueenNdoniyamanzi! 

.

Istoodandshiveredandheardalltypesof

noisesspeakatonce.Iscreamedoutloud

hopingthatitistostopbutitdidnot.Ipulled

myownhairfromit'srootstotryandgetthe

voicesoutbutfailed.Thebeastssurrounded

meandIbeggedforthevoicethatIheardto

grantmemercy.IfIhadknownthatNdoniisof

suchpowerbothinthespiritualworldand

physical,Iwouldnothavemadeanenemyout

ofher.NowsheseeksrevengeandIknowthat

itismyend.Thesebeastswouldscratchme

andwalkaroundme.Theyaretormentingme.If

theywantmetofeelmorefearthentheyhave

succeeded.Icriedoutloudwhenoneofthem

jumpedonmeknockingmedowntothegrass.

It'spowertoostrongtofightagainst.Icould

feeltheclawsastheypiercedthroughmyskin

inallmybodyandIrealisedthatothershave



joinedinthefeast.Ifelttheotherattackmy

neckandIknewthatIamnottolivefromthis.I

amtomeetthesameendthatLizwihasandit

makesmeregretallofmyactions.

.

.

.

#Nosizwe

WefearedthatNandebeingaboutcouldbe

dangerous.Wedonotknowthepowershe

holdsduetothisdarkmagic.Ofofthevillage

boyscamerunningtowherewestood.

.

Him:Yourhighnesses,youaretocomequickly.

Wehavefoundher.

Madoda:Nosizwe,youaretostaybehind.

Me:Ishalldonosuchthing.Iwishtoseeher

punished.



Madoda:Leadthewayboy.

Him:Asyouwish,myKing.

.

MadodatookafiresticklampandIheldhimby

hisclothingasweran.ItseemedNandewasto

runoutofthisKibgdom.Wefoundherlyingand

barelyrecognisedher.Theonlyindicationthatit

wastrulyherwasthelittlemarkshehadunder

herfoot. 

.

Madoda:Itseemsshewasattackedbywild

animal.Awildcat.

Boy:Itwasmanycheetah's,myKing.

Madoda:Itseemsshemademoreenemies

thenwethought.Cheetah'sareofZwelihleand

sheclearlymadeawrongmovebyhurtingtheir

Princess.

Sizwe:Onlyafoolistodarestartafeudwith

thepeopleofthatsoil.



Madoda:Haveherbodyburnttoashesbecause

sheisnottolienexttomyancestors.Shedied

withoutatitleanddeservesnotthehonour. 

Sizwe:Howawomanwhowedsowellcould

enduphereissad.Herevilheartwasherown

worstenemyandnowshehaspaidtheprice.I

wishtosaythatIamsadbutIfeelnothing.

Madoda:Sheandthatoldwomanweremy

familybutevenIfeelnothing,myQueen.

.

Westoodandwewatchedastheylitthefire.I

feelnopainbecausethosewhotheyhavehurt

arenowsuretofeelsomekindofrelief.Weare

towritealettertoUmhlabaOchumileyotohave

itknownthattheirformerQueenhasmetasad

end.Awomanwhooncehaditallgot

consumedbyherselfuntilnothingofherwas

left.Nothingbuttheashesofacommonerwho

usedtobeQueen.Trulyafoolishwomanshe

was!



.

.

.

#Ndoni

IlookedatlittleKamvaashesleptbetween

myselfandhisfather.Iamyettoputhiminthe

littlebedNtsikahadacraftsmanmakebutfor

nowIstillwishtoholdhimclose.Hiswayto

thisworldwasthatofgreatdifficultyphysically

butheprovestobeworthallofthepain. 

.

Me:Ithinkhelookslikeme(Ntsikalaughed)

Ntsika:Nomanistobeasbeautifulasyouare,

myheart.Thatissuretobeacrime(we

laughed)

Me:Heissuchperfection.Nobabyhasever

beenthisbeautiful

Ntsika:Thesamethoughtrunsthroughmy



mindbutheistolooklikehisfather.

Me:Trulyisabeautifulnamehewasgiven.He

indeedisthefutureofthisKingdom.Areyou

readytoofficiallybeKing?

Ntsika:Icarenotaboutthatnow,myheart.I

wishtojustenjoythismoment. 

.

Wesatandheardabigthunderstormandcould

seeit'sstrikeslightupthesky.Igotabigfright

butNtsikaheldmetightly.IthoughtKamva

wouldwakeupandcrybutmyPrincecontinued

tosleepsoundly.Mbalekistoodbythewindow

lookingoutandmadethesoundsofherkind.

Thethundersoundsstoppedanditwas

followedbyheavyrain.Ihavenotheardthis

typeofraininalongwhile.Mothersaidthatrain

isasignofblessings.Wealreadyholdthemost

beautifulblessingever.Therewasaknockon

thedoorandNtsikastoodtoopen.Mother

walkedinwithasmileonherface.



.

Mother:ItseemslikethebirthofKamvahas

comewithmoreblessings.

Ntsika:Whatdoyouspeakof,mother?

Mother:Standhere,youaretoseewhatIspeak

ofsoonenough.

.

NtsikastoodandIalsowaitedinanticipationto

seewhatmotherspeaksabout.HasNtando

finallybeenblessedwithacompanionofhis

own?ThenIsawasightthatleftmymouthand

eyeswideopen.Eventheexhaustionleftmy

body.Ntsika'sfatherwaswalkingonceagain.

Hehadtomakeuseofastickandbalancewith

Fathertobeabletobuthewasusinghislegs

onceagain.Ilookedatmyhusbandandforthe

veryfirsttimeinallthedaysthatIhavebeen

withhim,Isawhimcry.Iknewheis

overwhelmedbythebeautyofthesightbefore

him.



.

Father:Itseemsthatthistrulyisagoodday.

YoutwohaveonlybeenKingandQueenfora

fewhoursbutblessingsalreadyfollowyou.

Ntsika:Father,myheartholdssomuchjoyin

myheart.IknowthatamanisnottocrybutI

failtoholdthehappinessthatIfeelinside.I

haveseenyoustrugglebutpretendednotto

becauseIdidnotwishtomakeyoufeellike

lessofaman.

Xhanti:Donotfearsheddingtears,Ntsika.I

havethoughtthatthisdayistobemyendbutit

seemsthetimehasnotyetcome.Whenthe

numbnessinmylegsleftIthoughtIamina

deepslumberandissoontowake.Mybody

feelsnotlikebeforebutInolongerfeelpain.

Ntsika:AreyoutotakeyourplaceasKingagain?

(Xhantilaughedsoftly)

Xhanti:Idonotwishtositonthethroneagain,

myson.Iamtobeadvisortoyou,myKing. 



Ntsika:Asyouwish.(theyshookhands)

Xhanti:MayIhaveanembraceinstead.(Ntsika

smiled)

Ntsika:Iholdnoobjectiontothatrequest(he

embracedhisfather)

Father:Iamgladthatyouweregivenasecond

chance,oldfriend.Westillhaveplentytodo

togethertomakeupforalltheyearslost.(they

laughed)

Mother:MyapologiesforinterruptingbutIthink

thatitisfairthatweleaveNdoniyamanzitorest.

Me:Idonotmind,mother.

Xhanti:Rest,deardaughter.Wearetomeet

againwhenthesunrises.Iamyettothankyou

forthegiftyouhavehonoureduswith.My

thanks,myQueen.

Me:Thehonourismine,father.

Father:Ourgrandsonlookslikeme(weall

laughed)



Xhanti:Youspeakoftheheirofthissoil,old

friend.Heistotakeafterus.

Father:ThebloodlineofZwelihleisastrongone,

youknowthistobetruebecauseyouhaveseen

it(theylaughedagain)

Mother:Youbotharetotakethedebateto

anotherchamber.

Father:Ntsika,joinusforadrinktowelcome

youofficiallytofatherhood.Youaresureto

showgreyhairsoonbecauseitisnotaneasy

titletoholdbutitisofgreatworth.(Ntsika

laughed)

Ntsika:Ilookforwardtoallthegreyhairsthat

aretocome,father.

Xhanti:Spokenlikeatruefather.Letusgonow,

mydaughterneedsherrest.(Ismiledindelight

afterhesaidthat)

Ntsika:Ishallreturnsoon.Iloveyou,myQueen

(hekissedmyforehead)



Me:AndIyou,myKing.

.

HekissedKamva'scheek.KingXhantialso

cameslowlytodothesameandsodidfather.It

seemsKamvahasstolentheheartsofhis

grandfathersgreatly.Theyleftmewithmother

whoheldthebabyinherarms.

.

Mother:Youhavedonewell,myblossom.Heis

abeautifulboyandistogrowintoastrongman.

Me:Mythanks,mother.Idonotwishtohave

another(shelaughedsoftly)

Mother:Thatiswhatyouspeaknowbut

somedayyouaretowishforanother.Maybea

Princess.

Me:Ifeelasenseofpeacenow.Ntsikaisto

stillhaveoneparentinhislifebecauseNande

iswithherpeople.ItbringsmejoythatKing

Xhantiiswellonceagain. 



Mother:Iamjustgladthatalliswell.Rest,my

blossombecauseIknowyouaretired.Ishall

stayherewithyouandholdthisbeautifullittle

person.

Me:Mythanksforeverything.(shekissedmy

cheeks)

.

IlaidonmysidefacingmotherandKamva.

Mbalekilaidbetweenusandgrowledsoftly.

Motherstartedtosingabeautifulsongsoftly.It

spokeoftheloveofamotherandchild.Idonot

knowifshesangformeorKamva.WhatIdo

knowisthatitsoundedlovelytomyears.Ifelt

acalmnesswashovermybodyasmyeyes

grewheavybythesecond.Iheardmother'ssoft

singingvoicefadeslowlyandIfinallyfellasleep.

Ithastrulybeenadayofblessingsandmy

heartisoverflowingwithgratitude.Iknowthat

myKingistoleadwithakindheartandstrong

mind.Iwishtobestronginelementswherehe



istolackandviceversa.Sothattogetherwe

shallleadthisKingdomtogreatwealthand

prosperitytopaveawayforourPrince.
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#Ndoni

Monthshavepassedandourlittleprinceisnow

inhisseventhmonthofage.Wegotnewson

Nande'sdeathanditweighedheavyonmy

heartthatsheturnedtoevilonceagain.Ihoped

thatthebanfromtheKingdomwouldmakeher

change.Wehaveadjustedwellinournewroles

butIattimesfeellikeNtsikaisnottrulyhappy.I

enteredourchamberandfoundhimgetting

dressed.IputKamvaonthebedandwentto

helphim.



.

Ntsika:Mythanks,myQueen.Itseemsthese

royalattiresbecomemoredifficulttofigureout

(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Ntsika,whatseemstobethematter?

Ntsika:Idonotunderstand.(helookedatme)

Me:Yourmindseemstobefarthesedays.

Whatisbotheringyourthoughts?

Ntsika:Ijusthaveplentytodealwith,myheart.

Me:Iknowyou,myKing.Iknowwhatyouare

likewhenitisthepressuresofbeingKingthat

weighyoudown.Youarenotunderpressureat

thismoment(helaughedsoftly)

Ntsika:ItseemsIamanopenbookbeforeyou

andyouknowwhateachpagecontains.You

areright,itissomethingelse(helookeddown)

Me:IknowthatwarriorBantuledtheyoung

warriorstobattle.Doyoubyanychangemiss

doingthat?



Ntsika:IfIhadnobetterknowledge,Iwouldsay

youareabouttoreadmythoughts.(hepicked

Kamvaup)

Me:Youwishtobeoutinbattleratherthenhere

(Isaidsoftly)

Ntsika:No,myQueen.Iwishtoalwaysbe

whereyouandoursonisbutyouarecorrectin

sayingthatImissbeingawarrior.

Me:AKinginbattleistobeaneasytarget,

Ntsika.Idonotwishtobeayoungwidower

whohastoraiseasonalone.

Ntsika:Ndoni,Iamnotplanningongoingto

battle.Ihaveknowledgeoftherisksitissureto

haveonmylife.

Me:Butnotgoingisalsocausingyougreat

unhappiness.

Ntsika:Iamstilltoadjustfullytothisnewlife,

myheart.Iamhappy,myheartjustmissesan

oldpartofmylife.



Me:Areyoutrulystillhappy?(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Iam,Igiveyoumypromise.YouthinkI

wouldriskdyingandletsomedirtyprinceask

foryourhandinmarriage(Ilaughed)

Me:Whyishetobedirty?

Ntsika:BecauseIwouldnotlikehimevenifI'm

dead(webothlaughed)

Me:Letusnotspeakaboutyouanddeathinthe

samesentence.Itisascarythought.(hekissed

me)

Ntsika:Asyouwish,mybeautifulQueen.Are

youstilltogototheorphanage?

Me:Yes,Ihavenotsetfootthereinmonthsand

Iwanttoseehowfarthegirlshaveprogressed

intheirreadingskill(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Theyareblessedtohaveyoubetheir

bigsister.Pleasegowithguards,Ndoni.

Me:IamtakingthePrincewithme.(helooked

concerned)



Ntsika:WhynotleavehimwithZipho?

Me:Shehasaskedtocomewithme.Donot

fear,Ntsika.Noharmistocometohim.Iam

hismotherafterall.

Ntsika:Okaybutyoutwoaretonevergo

anywherewithoutanyguards.

Me:Wewon't,Igiveyoumypromise.Iloveyou.

Ntsika:AndIyou,myheart.Letmegotothis

meeting.Thejourneythatawaitsmeisstilla

longone.Iamtobebackbeforesunset.

Me:Safetravels,myKing.Comeweshallsee

youout.

.

Wekissedandleftourchamber.Ihadfood

packedforhimbecausehedoesnothavetime

tositdownforthemorningfeast.Webid

temporaryfarewellandwavedasthehorses

startedtomoveuntiltheywereoutofsight.I

putKamvaonmybackandwrappedacloth



aroundmybodytokeephimsecure.Ntsika's

fatheralsohadhisownbusinesstoattendto,

soIsatandatealonewhenZiphowalkedin.

SheandwarriorBantuhavesincemarriedand

areexpectingababy.

.

Me:Greetings,dearfriend.Caretojoinme?

Zipho:Ndoni,ImightbeyourfriendbutIstill

remainaservant.Haveyouforgotten?

Me:No,Ihavenot.Ifyoudonotwishtojoinme

herethenletuscarryenoughfoodandgo

outside.(shelaughedsoftly)

Zipho:Doyouhavenoroyaldutiestoattendto

today?

Me:No,onlyavisittotheorphanage.You

promisedtocomewithme,Zipho.Donottell

methatyouhaveforgotten.(sheputherhand

overheropenmouth)

Zipho:Myapologies,yourhighness.Ihave



forgottenbutdonotfear,Iamstilltogowith

you.

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Zipho:Ifeelillalmosteveryday.Idonotthink

pregnancyfavoursme.

Me:Itshallsoonpass,Ialsofeltillespeciallyat

sunrise.

Zipho:ImissBantudearly.Mywishisforhimto

retireandbeapalaceguard.Heeventurned

downtheKing'sofferasadvisortocontinue

beingawarrior.

Me:Itseemswehavebothmarriedmenwho

arewarriorsatheartbeforeanythingelse.The

Kingmissesbeinginthemistofalltheaction.

SurelyBantuistoretireoncethebabyisborn.

Zipho:Thisistobehislastwar,myQueen.I

begofyoutohavetheKingputdownthatorder.

Me:IcannotusemypowerasQueentocontrol

yourhusband'slife,Zipho.Speaktohimand



surelyheistounderstandyourfears.(she

sighedloudly)

Zipho:Hemightbeakindmanbutheisalsoa

stubbornman(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Cometakethefoodyouwishtoeatand

joinmeoutside.

.

Shelookedveryafraidtodoitbutfinallydid.We

walkedoutsideandsatdownonthegrassmats

toeat.AfterfinishingIbreastfedKamvaonce

again.MyheartgoesouttoZiphoforthisBantu

thing.Wefinishedandwenttogetready.Itook

guardswithmeasNtsika'saskedandoffwe

went.IcamewithmaterialofMamatomake

dressesforthegirls.Wefinallyarrivedand

walkedinside.Thelittleonescamerunningand

Ikneltdowntohugthemall.

.

Mama:MyQueen,whatanhonouritistohave



youhere.

Me:Thehonourismine,Mama.ThisisZipho,a

friendofmine.

Zipho:Greetings,Mama.Ihopeyouarewell.

Mama:Iamwell,child.Havingextrahandshere

hashelpedmeplenty.Mythanksagain,Ndoni

andthanktheKingaswell.

Me:Ithasallbeenapleasure.

Zinzi:Ndoni,itissogoodtoseeyouagain(she

walkedinholdingwater)

Me:Itisgoodtoseeyoutoo,Zinzi.CanIhave

anembraceplease(sheputthebucketdown

andembracedme)

Mama:Zinzi,youaretonolongerrefertoyour

Queenbyname.

Zinzi:Butshewasmysisterbeforeshewas

Queen,Mama.

Zipho:Weknowbutyouaretotreatherwith



respect.

Zinzi:Andwhoareyou?(sheaskedwith

attitude)

Me:Ishallnottolerateyoubeingdisrespecting

towardsZipho,Zinzi.Sheisafriendofmine.

Zinzi:Haveyoufoundanewfriendnow?Where

doesshelive?

Zipho:Iamaservantattheroyalhouse.Ilivein

thequarters.

Zinzi:IshallalsogoandpackmyragssoIam

tocomeandlivewithyou.

Mama:Youaretodonosuchathing,Zinzi.If

theQueentakesyouinthenshemightaswell

justtakeallofthegirlswithher.Donotburden

herwithguiltlikethis.

Me:Mamaisright,Zinzi.Youcannotcomelive

withme.Ziphodoesnotevenliveintheroyal

house.

Zinzi:Ifwearenotwelcomeinyournewhome



thenyoutooarenottocometoours,Ndoni.

(sheshoutedandranout)

Me:Zinzi:Istoodtorunafterherbutsheran

faster)

Mama:Donotworryabouther.Youknowhow

muchZinzilovesanythingrelatedtoroyalty.

Sheistocalmsoon

Me:Ididnothopeforthedaytogolikethis.

Mama:Becauseofyouourlivesarenow

comfortable.Extrachambersgotbuiltandwe

noweatthreetimesaday.Wehavecowsand

horses.Wecannotaskformore.Donotfeel

guiltybecauseyounolongerlivehere,my

Queen.Youdidnotforgetusandforthatweare

grateful.

Zipho:Iagree,donotfeelguiltyforwhoyouare.

Me:Whatyousaymakessense.IdohopeZinzi

istounderstandsoon.Ihavecomewith

material,Mama.Youaretomakedressesfor



thegirls(shesmiled)

Mama:Mythanks,child.Letmegoandgetyou

somethingtodrink.

.

Mamastoodandmadeussomethingtodrink.I

satKamvadownonaclothonthefloorasthe

kidswishedtoplaywithhim.Hisgiggleswould

filltheroom.WesatforhoursbutZinzinever

returned.IguessIhavehurtheralot.Westood

andaskedtoleave.IcouldseeZiphoistired.I

putKamvaonmybackonceagainandbid

farewelltoeverybody.Weagainarrivedsafely

andallwenttorest.Hourshavegoneand

Ntsikafinallyarrived.Hetrulylookedexhausted

soIhadwarmwaterbebroughttoourchamber

sohecouldwashhisbody.Itooksomeoilsand

waitedforhimtofinishsoIcouldmassagehis

body.IlethimsitupstraightasImassagedhis

upperbodyandheclosedhiseyesindelight.I

aimtomakehimfeelliketheKingthatheis.



.

.

#Ntsika

ThefeelingofmyQueen'ssoft,warmhands

runningfrommyshouldersanddowntomy

spinefeltsensational.MybodyreactedandI

tookherbyherwaistandsatherdownontop

ofme.Ikissedherlikethisistobethelast

chancethatIwillget.Myhandsmovingupher

skirtassheletoutsoftmoansofpleasure.I

tookofherclothesandcaressedallofher.We

madeloveandlaidineachother'sarms

afterwards.

.

Me:ItseemsIdesireyoumoreandmore,my

Queen

Ndoni:Thefeelingismutual.Howhasyourday

been?

Me:Ithasbeenlong.Youarenottoguesswhat



tradingbusinesstheywishmetoagreeto.(she

lookedatme)

Ndoni:Whatisitthattheywant?

Me:People,myQueen.

Ndoni:Asinslaves?(shesatup)

Me:TheywishforUmhlabaOchumileyotosell

someofit'speopletoslavery.

Ndoni:Thatisterrible!NtsikaIhopethatyou

toldthemthatwetradenotinhumanlives.

Me:Calm,myQueen.Iamnotabouttoenter

intothetradingofslavesbusiness.Theyhave

triedtoconvincemetochangemymind,

claimingthatmyKingdomistosuregaingreat

wealthfromit.

Ndoni:Wespeakhereofpeople'schildren,

sisterandbrothers.Whoaresuretobeshipped

toforeigncountriestobeprisoners.Itissuch

anevilbusinesstobein,Idonotcarethe

wealthitcarries.



Me:Iagreewithyou,myheartbutone

gentlemencametomeandsaidthatImustnot

havesomuchconfidenceinthebusinessof

farmingbecausesomedaythelandissureto

dryup.

Ndoni:Itsoundsmorelikeathreatthena

warning.

Me:IknowandthatiswhyIhaveputextra

guardsaroundthefarms.Ifearthattheenemy

istotryandpoisonourcropsandkillthemain

tradingsourceofthisKingdom.Theyknowthat

itissuretoleadmetodesperation.Itseems

slaverybusinessisonariseandthedemand

fortheproductisontherise.Unfortunatelythe

productisnotgoldorvegetablesbutpeople.

Ndoni:Mythanksforturningtheofferdown.We

cannothavebusinesstiesthatdestroythelives

ofothers,eveniftheyarejustcommoners.

Me:Letushopethatsoonthemarketforslaves

shalldrawtoanend.



Ndoni:Haveyouspokentoyourfatherabout

this?

Me:Iwilldoitduringthenightfeast.

Ndoni:WhenisBantutoreturn?Ziphois

worriedsick.

Me:Heistoreturnwhenthetimeallows,Ndoni.

Ziphomarriedhimknowingthatheisawarrior.

Ndoni:Sheiscarryinghischild,Ntsika.Itis

understandableforhertofear.

Me:Letushopeheistoretireasawarrioronce

heisafatherandtakemeuponmyofferas

advisor.

Ndoni:Poor,Zipho.(shesaidinawhisper)

.

Westayedineachother'sarmsandjust

enjoyedthemomentandmadeloveonceagain.

NdonistoodtobathandIaskedformylittle

Princetobebroughttome.Iplayedwithhim

andhemadealotofnoise.Afterawhilehis



motherbathedhimtogethimreadyforthe

nightslumber.Shefedhimandheldhiminher

armsuntilhefinallyclosedhiseyes.Weputhim

tobedandwenttojoinfatherinthenightfeast.

Wefoundhimsittingandwaitingforus.We

greetedandweallate.Ndonileftustogoand

checkonthebabyevenifwelefthimunder

supervision.Shecamebackwithalookofpanic

inhereyes.

.

Ndoni:WhereisKamva?(Istood)

Me:Heissurelyinourchambersleeping.Isthat

notwherewehavelefthim?

Ndoni:Heisnotthere,Ntsika(shestartedtocry)

Me:Whatdoyoumeanheisnotthere,Ndoni?

Ndoni:Ifoundtheservantondutytocarefor

himfastasleep.WhenIwokeheruptoaskher

whereheissheheldnoknowledgeofit.

Me:Havethatservantcalledinhereatonce!(I



shouted)

Father:Calmnow,children.Maybeoneofthe

servantsheardhimcryandtookhim.Havethe

housesearched.

Ndoni:IshallgoandaskZiphoifshehadtaken

him(sheranout)

Me:Thiscannotbehappeningrightnow!

.

Iranoutandsearchedinallthechambers.We

calledforalltheservantsondutytojoinusand

askedthemiftheyhaveseenhimbutnoone

tookhim.NotevenJongileandZiphowhoare

hismaincaretakerswhenNdoniisbusy.Iput

outasearchforhimandsentoutalltheguards.

NdoniiscryinguncontrollablyandIdonotknow

whattodo.Irushedoutandgotonmyhorse

andwentlooking.Istoppedeachandevery

singlewomanIsawholdingachildbutnonof

themwerehim.Iconductedadoortodoor

searchbuteventhatgavemenoanswers.I



rodebacktothemainlandandintotheroyal

groundsfeelinglikethemostuselessmantobe

putonthissoil.IwalkedinandNdonistoodas

shesawme.

.

Ndoni:Whereishe,Ntsika?Whyhaveyounot

comewithhim?

Me:Ihavefailedtofindhim.(shestartedtocry

onceagain)

Father:Havemessengerssenttoallthe

neighbouringKingdomsatonce.Letitbe

knownthatthePrinceofthissoilhasbeen

takenandputadescriptionofhiminwriting.No

oneistorestuntilheisfound!(heshoutedand

itbecamechaotic)

Zipho:WhocouldhavetakenlittleprinceKamva?

Allshallbewell,myQueen(sheembraced

Ndoni)

Ndoni:Iamgoingtogolookforhimmyself.



Me:Ihavealreadydonethat,Ndoniyamanzi!We

donotknowwhotookhimandforwhatreason.

Icannotallowyoutogooutandriskhavingyou

takentoo.

Ndoni:Ineednottohaveyourpermission,

Ntsika.IamgoingtolookformysonuntilIfind

him.Doyouknowhowscaredhemustfeelina

stranger'sarms?!(sheshouted)

Me:DoyouthinkthatIholdnoknowledgeof

that,Ndoni?Ifyouwishformetogooutand

lookagainthenIshallgobutIamnotgoingto

allowyoutogooutinthedark.

Ndoni:Oursonisoutinthatdark,Ntsika!

Father:Tofightandshoutateachotherisofno

benefittoanyone.Itisofnobenefittousandit

isofnobenefitforKamva.MyQueenyourKing

iscorrect,Iamalsonotgoingtoallowmy

daughteroutinthedarknight.(sheranout)

Me:Ndoniyamanzi!(Iranafterherandgrabbed

her)



Ndoni:Icannotletmybabybeoutalone,

Ntsika.Whatkindofmotherwouldthatmake

me?(shebrokedownandcrumbledtothefloor)

Me:Wearegoingtofindhimandbringhim

home.(Iheldhertightly)

Ndoni:Howdidthishappen?Wehavenotdone

anythingoutoftheordinarytoday.Howcould

theservantweputinchargesleepwhilelooking

afterhim?

Me:Idonotknow.Ishallnotrestuntilheis

homeNdoniyamanzi.Igiveyoumypromise.

Ndoni:Myheartfeelslikeithasleftmychest,

Ntsika.Allofmefeelspained.Whatifheis

takentobekilledlikeananimal?(myjaw

tighten)

Me:Wearenottothinklikethat.Whoeveris

guiltyofthiscrimecouldnothavegonetofar.

MyheartfeelspaintoobutIcannotallowmy

mindtothinktheworst.Iwillgooutandsearch

again.Youaretostayhereplease.Someone



mightbringhimbackandheissuretoneedhis

mother'swarmembraceifithappens.

Ndoni:Okay,Ishallstayhere.(shesaidsoftly)

.

Iliftedherupfromthefloorandembracedher.

Shewalkedtoourprivatechamberslowlyand

myheartbrokewitheachstepshestood

becauseIknowherheartholdsgreatsadness.

AtearfellfrommyrighteyebutIwipeditoff

quickly.Irubbedmyfacewithmyhandsmany

timeandmademywayoutside.Igotontomy

horseandrodeon.Nowmostfamilieshaveput

outtheiroillampsbecauseitisnight.Ino

longerknewwheretolookforhimandIletthe

horsestandstill.Igotoffandshoutedinanger

andfrustration.Isatonthegrassandletthe

tearsflowfreely.Itissaidthatamanisnotto

crybuthowcanInotcrywhenapartofmehas

gonemissing?Isatandfearedgoinghome

becauseIhavetolookintoNdoni's



disappointedeyesasItellherthatIhavefailed

tofindhimonceagain.Ihaveheardstoriesof

royalchildrenbeingstolenbutneverhaveI

thoughtthatmineistomeetthesamefate.I

amnowforcedtogobackasafailureandtell

myQueenthatIcomenotwithourPrince

becauseIdonotknowwhereheis.Itissureto

breakherheartevenmoreasminefeelslikeit

isinamillionlittlepieces.

[03/02,16:48]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert33￼

.

#Ndoni

ThedisappearanceofKamvalesizweissure

goingtobetheendofme.Ishouldhaveput

himonmybackandlethimsleep.Whowould

takeababyandforwhatreason?IhatehowI



shoutedatNtsikaearlieron.Ilaidonmyback

andheardthedoorofmychamberopen.I

jumpedandsatuphopingthatmyKingcomes

holdingourboybutitisjustZipho. 

.

Me:IstheKingnotbackfromhissearchyet?

(shesatnexttome)

Zipho:Heisyettoreturn,myQueen.Iamsure

heisleavingnostoneunturned. 

Me:Iknowthatheistryinghisbesttofindour

son.Ijusthopethatnoharmistocometohim

outinthedarknight.

Zipho:BothyourKingandPrincearesureto

returnhomesafely. 

Me:Goandrest,Zipho.Youneednotlookafter

me,Iamwell.

Zipho:Ofwhatuseisgoingtomychamber

goingtobeifIlayawakeworriedaboutprince

Kamva.Ihavehelpedyoucareforhimsince



birthsomyheartholdsgreatloveforhim.

Me:Mythanks,sister.Ifyourbodyfeelstoo

tireddogoandrest.Iknownurturingachildin

yourwombisofnoease. 

Zipho:ItsureisnotbutIfeelwell.Ihavecome

withmango's,Iknowthatyoulovethem(I

smiled)

Me:Idobuthaveyoucomewiththemformeor

isittoeaseyourcravings?(welaughedsoftly)

Zipho:Okay,Ishalladmitguilt.Iamcraving

themandIhopethatyouaretodeclinetheone

Iofferedyou(Ilaughed)

Me:Youaregoingtogivebirthtoastingy

humanbeingifyoudonotshare.Givemethe

mango. 

Zipho:HowIhatethispregnancything. 

Me:Itistopasssoonandyouaretoforgetall

thepainanddiscomfort.(shejumpedandheld

herbelly)



Zipho:Mybabyhasjustmoved.(shesmiled)

Me:Permissiontofeelplease.

Zipho:Ofcourse.

.

Shetookmyhandsandplaceditwhereshefelt

themovement.Wewaitedforalongwhilebut

thelittleonemovedagainandtearsfellfrom

mycheekbecauseitremindedmeofKamva. 

.

Zipho:Myapologiesformakingyoucry,Ndoni.I

meantnoharm.

Me:Noharmisdone,Zipho.Donotfear.(I

wipedmytearsoff)

Zipho:Youaretoholdyourlittleonesoon,my

Queen.

Me:Ineedtorest,Zipho.Iaskthatyouplease

excuseme.

Zipho:Youaretocallwhenyouneedme.



Me:Ishall,Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Shestoodfromwhereshesatslowlyandleft.I

startedtocryonceagainandheardthe

chamberdooropen.IthoughtitisZiphoonce

againbutitisNtsika.Thelookonhisfacesaid

enough,heneednotusewords.Iknowthathe

hasnotfoundhim.

.

Ntsika:Ihavefailedonceagain,myQueenand

myapologiesforit.

Me:Donotapologiseforwhatweallcannot

control,myKing.Iknowthatyouhavetriedyour

best.

Ntsika:Ifeellikeafailure,Ndoniyamanzi.(he

satdownandbowedhishead)

Me:Youarenosuchthing,Ntsika.Noone

thoughtthatthisistohappen.(Ikneltbefore

himandkissedhisforehead)



Ntsika:Ijustwonderwhomighthavedonesuch

anevil.NandeandLizwiarenomore.Perhaps

beingKinghascomewithit'sowndangers

already.Iturneddownadealthatmeansmuch

tothepowerandwealthhungry.

Me:Doyouthinkthattheywouldtakehimto

forceyourhandandagreetothetradingdeal?

Ntsika:Idonotknow,myheartbutIhavesent

guardstowheretheyare. 

Me:Whatarewetodoifitisindeedthem?Are

wetotradeourpeople'slivestoslaveryin

returnforourson?(herubbedhisfacewithhis

hands)

Ntsika:Isitnotthemostlogicalthingtodo?(he

saidslowly)

Me:Idonotknow,myKing.Mymindistotally

blank.

Ntsika:Ifitisthemthentheyaresureto

contactusandtrytomakeadeal.Letuswait



untilthen.

Me:Idohopethatitisnotthem. 

Ntsika:Haveyouangeredanyoneinyourroyal

dutiesandmeetinglately?(Itriedtothink)

Me:Noonepowerful.Ionlyhadalittle

disagreementwithZinzifromtheorphanage.

Ntsika:AmItosendguardsthere?

Me:Sheisstillachild,Ntsika.Hasniteven

reachedmaturityyet.Evenifshehadallthe

powerintheworld,Idonotthinkshewoulddo

such.

Ntsika:Ishallsendoutguardsanyway.Idonot

wishtotakeanychances.Whatmightbea

smalldisagreementtoyoucouldbeabigonein

hermind.

Me:Asyouwishthen,sendguardsbutask

themtonotfrightenanyone.

Ntsika:Letmegonow.



Me:Hasyourfathersentoutalettertomy

parents?

Ntsika:Comeletusgoandfindout.

Me:Idonotwishtobearoundpeoplerightnow.

Iamfinehere.

Ntsika:Ifoundyouherecrying,Ndoni.Sitting

aloneallowsyourthoughtstothinkaboutallthe

worsteventsthatarenoteventrue.

Me:IwascryingbecauseIfeltZipho'sbaby

move.Hemademerememberofthefirsttime

wefeltKamvamove.

Ntsika:Itwastrulyamomentofmagicandhe

istoreturnandwewillseehimagain.Please

comesitwithus.Youneednotspeaktoanyone.

Ijustdonotwantyoutosithereallalone.

Me:Okay,letusgo.(westoodandembraced)

.

Westayedinanembraceforalongwhile.

Feelinghiswarmbodyagainstminegaveme



comfort.Beingangryathimforfailingtofind

KamvaisofnousebecauseIknowthathetried

hisbest.Iamhopingthatitisnotthetrading

peoplethattookhim.Theyaresuretohavea

warontheirhands.Itwouldbeadirtytacticto

gettheirfilthybusinessgoing.Ntsikaheldmy

handandwewalkedout.Someoftheelders

havenowalsojoinedusandIjustgreetedand

sat.Idonotwishtospeak.Wesatandwaited

andwaited.Whereareyou,Kamvalesizwe?Iam

sureheishungrywhereverheisandmisseshis

home.Thethoughtofitpainedmyheartso

much.EvenShibaseemstobemissingatthis

momentandhersilenceisjusttooloud.

.

.

.

#Ntsika

WhenIwalkedintoourchamberandfound

NdonicryingIfeltlikesomeoneispiercingmy



heart.Ihateitwhensheshedstears. 

.

Me:Father,haveyousentoutwordtoZwelihle? 

Father:Withoutadoubt,Ntsika.Heistheir

grandsontoo.

Ntsika:Perhapstheyaretohelpusinthe

search. 

Elder:SpeakingabouttheKingdomofZwelihle.

MyQueenwhereisyourbeast?(Ndonilooked

athimannoyed)

Ndoni:Iholdnoknowledgeofherwhereabouts,

elder. 

Me:Iamsuresheisouthunting.

Elder:Isitnotstrangethattheanimalisno

wheretobeseenwhentheprincehasgone

missing?

Ndoni:Isshenottogooutandhunt,eldet?

Wouldyourathershestaybyoursideforallour



daysandstarvetodeath?(sheisfrustrated)

Elder:Iamjustsayingthatwemustnotforget

thatwespeakhereaboutawildanimal.He

mightbechosenforyoubyyourancestorsbut

wearenottoforgetthatthePrinceisnotof

Zwelihle.

Ndoni:Mbalekiisasheandnotahe.Whatare

youimplying,elder?

Elder:Perhapsshewasnotsuccessfulinher

huntandwentfortheeasiesttarget.

Me:Idonotlikewhatyouimply,elder.Youhave

justinsultedmywife'sancestorswithyour

words.KamvalesizwemightnotbeofZwelihle

buthismotheris.IfMbalekiwasadangerto

anyofusthensurelyshewouldhavestruck

longago.

Father:IagreewiththeKing.Thesecheetah's

mightbewildbuttheyarechosen.Ihave

watchedherlookafterthePrince.Letusnot

insultourdaughterbydisrespectingthewayof



herpeople. 

Elder:Ifyougivesomuchtrusttothisbeast

thenIshallkeepmymouthshut. 

.

Icouldseethelookofangerandfrustrationon

Ndoni'sfaceanditistobeunderstoodbecause

shehadtolistentoaninsultdirectedather

protector.MbalekiisfondofKamvalesizweand

Iknowsheistoneverbringharmtohim.We

satandwaiteduntiltheroostersstartedtocrow

loudly.Iknewinthatmomentthatsunriseis

near.Afterawhileaguardcameinarushand

weallsatupstraight.

.

Guard:MyKing,youaretocomeoutatonce(he

shouted)

Me:HaveyoufoundthePrince?

Father:Gooutandseeatonce,Ntsika.

.



NdoniranoutandIfollowed.Thesunwasnow

startingtoriseanditlittheskyorange.Weran

behindtheguardtotheoutsideoftheroyal

grounds.Thesightthatgreeteduswastrulynot

tobeexpected.Astrangerwalkedtowardsus

andnexttohimisfather'ssister,Nozinto.They

lookedexhaustedandfrightened.Thenwithout

warningappearedMbalekiandsheheld

somethinginhermouth.NdoniandIranto

meetherhalfway.Whenwereachedhershe

putwhatshehaddownandwrappedinthe

clothwasasoundlysleepingKamva.His

mothertookhimintoherarmsandembraced

himandsheletoutasoftcry.Heisaliveand

wellbutwhathappened?IaskedNozintobut

shekeptquiet.Iaskedthemanshecamewith

buthealsokeptquiet.

.

Me:Iamnottoaskyoutwoagain.(Ishouted)

Him:QueenNozintohastoldmetobringher



here.Ididnotknowwhythatwas.Wewaitedin

thebushesuntilsunsetandsheleftmealone

foralongwhile.

Father:Didyoucometotheroyalhousetosteal

thePrince,Nozinto(heshoutedinfurrybutshe

keptquiet)

Stranger:Shelatercamewithababywrapped

inaclothandtoldmethatshefoundhiminthe

bushes.Iwasorderedtotakeherbacktoour

Kingdom.Ididnotaskmanyquestionsbecause

sheistheQueen.WhowasItosayno?

Me:Justcarryontellinguswhathappened.You

arenottogetpityfromus.

Stranger:Weleftwiththebabywithouta

problembecausehewasasleep.Hethen

startedtocryoutloudlyanduncontrollably. I

thinkhiscriesgottheattentionoftheanimal

thatcarriedhimbecauseitjumpedonthe

carriagefromnowhereandstartedtoattempt

anattack.Wetriedtochasehimoffbuthe



wouldnot.Avoicespokeandtoldustoputthe

childdownandturnbackhereorwearesureto

die. 

Guard:Wesawthemapproachandtriedtotake

thePrincebutthebeastwouldnotallowus,my

King.(NdonigaveKamvatoZipho)

Ndoni:Youdaredtotakeachildfromit'shome!

Awayfromhisparents.Haveyouanyideawhat

painyouhavecausedus?(sheshoutedat

Nozinto)

Nozinto:AllIwishistogivemyKingthesonhis

heartwishesfor.

Ndoni:Soyouthoughtthatitisbestthatyou

givehimmyson.ThesonthatIcarriedfor

monthsandgavebirthto.Isitmyfaultthatyou

arebarren?Whyhaveyounotgonetoan

orphanageandseekachildtherebecause

Kamvalesizwelacksnottheloveofhismother

andfather.(sheshouted)

Nozinto:Youareyoungandstillabletohave



plentymore.Ijustwantedtohaveachildand

heisbloodandcaringforhimwouldhavebeen

easy.

Me:Areyoucrazy?Doyouthinkhavingmore

kidswouldhaveclosedtheemptyspaceof

losinghim?(Ishoutedinanger)

Ndoni:Evil,justsuchevil!

.

ShemarchedtowhereNozintostoodandgave

outclapsandpunches.Theguardswantedto

stopherbutItoldthemnotto.Iwanthertolet

outalltheangerandpainsheisfeelingandher

victimdeserveseveryblow.Ihaveneverinall

thedaysI'vebeenwithherseeherbeviolent.It

seemsshetoogrewtiredbecauseshestopped

andcried.Iwenttopickherupfromtheground

andembraceher.

.

Ndoni:Youseewhotherealanimalis,elder?It



isthedaughterofthissoil.Youdaredtoinsult

mycompanionwhenyouaretheoneswho

raisedtherealanimal!

Elder:Westandshamedtoadmitthatsheis

ours. 

Me:Havethembothbekeptincaptivity.Ifthey

dareescapelikeyouallowedwithLizwi.Youare

allgoingtoregretit.

Father:Theyshallbepunishedaccordingly,I

giveyoumypromise. 

.

Ndonididnotlistentoallthatwasspoken.She

tookKamvabackandwalkedintotheroyal

groundsandMbalekifollowed.Theguardstook

Nozintoandthemantocaptivity.Wecannot

punishherhere.Sheistogotoherhusband's

soil.ButIcannotjusthaveherleavewithouta

punishmentfromthissoil.Iwanttomakean

exampleofherforallthosewhodaretrytake

mysonagain.Iamtodealwithitlater.AllI



wishtodonowistogoandbewithmysonand

wife.Iwalkedintoourchamberandfoundher

washingKamva.Hegiggledsomuchthatit

warmedmyheart.Ndonididnotwishtospeak

tomesoIsatandwaitedforhertocalmdown.

Shefinishedandlaidonhersideandstartedto

breastfeedKamva.Hewasrubbinghislittlefeet

together,clearlyheisfeelinggreatdelight.Ilaid

behindherandKamvalookedatbothofuswith

thoseinnocenteyes.

.

Me:Ndoni,Iaskthatyoupleasespeaktome

(shekeptquiet)

Ndoni:Whatdoyouwishformetosay,Ntsika?

(shefinallysaidsoftly)

Me:Anything,myQueenbutIaskthatyoudo

notpushmeaway.

Ndoni:Itseemsyourfamilydoesnotwantme

inyourlifeNtsika.Firstitwasyourmotherand

Lizwi.Nowitisyourauntwhotriedtostealmy



babyandnearlystoppingmyheartbecauseof

it. 

Me:Myapologiesforallthepainthatyouhave

feltbecauseofmyfamily.

Ndoni:IhavebeenhavinggreatdifficultysinceI

firstsetfootinthishouse.IdonotknowwhatI

havedonetoyourpeopletodeservesuch

heartache.(shestartedtocry)

Me:Youhavedonenothing,Ndoni.Nandeand

LizwiwereevilandNozintoisjustplaincrazy.I

amashamedtocallthemfamily. 

Me:IwishtogotoZwelihlewithKamvafora

fewdays.(myheartsank)

Me:Ndoniyamanzi,pleasedonotpunishmefor

thesinsofmyfamily.Idonotwantyoutwoto

befarawayfromme.Iriseinthemorningwith

ahappyheartbecauseIknowthatIamtosee

youboth.Ibegofyoutonotgo.Wecanask

yourmothertovisitusbutdonotgo. 



Ndoni:IdonotwishtogoandleaveyoubutI

amafraid,Ntsika.AmItoliveinfearofallof

yourrelatives?

Me:Iamnotgoingtoallowanydangertocome

toyou,evenifitmeansIhavetostickyouboth

tomysides.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:IloveyoubutIdonotwishtogo

everywhereyougoateverymoment,myKing(I

laughedsoftly)

Me:Pleasetellmethatyouarenottogotolive

inZwelihlewithourson.Yourfatherisgoingto

thinkhemadeamistakebyblessingourunion.

Ndoni:Iamnotgoingtogo.Idonotwishto

keepyoursonfromyoubutyouneedtotell

yourfamilytostarttreatingmewithrespect.

Me:Thosewhomatteralreadyrespectyou,my

heart.Mythanksforstaying. 

Ndoni:Iamjustgladthatheisherewithus. 

Me:AllthankstoMbaleki.Clearlyheknows



Kamva'scrybecauseitseemsitalertedher,

maybeshewasouthunting. 

Ndoni:Iknewthatshewouldneverharmhim. 

Me:Iknewtoo(Ikissedherneck)

.

KamvefinishedfeedingandIheldhimtotry

andmakehimsleep.Tohavehiminmyarms

againfeelsgood.Heissoheavy,Iwonder

whereMbalekigotthestrengthtocarryhimin

hermouth.HefinallyclosedhiseyesandNdoni

brushedMbaleki'sfuruntilsheclosedhereyes.

Iguesswehavetwobabies,Ilaughedatthe

thought.Weputoursonbetweenusandmy

Queenfinallyfellasleep.Wehavebeenawake

allnight.Itpainsmethatmyfamilyhashurther

somuch,bothdirectlyandindirectly.Iamgoing

tocallallrelativeshereandtellthemthatifany

daretrysomethingIshallnotbekind.Iameven

thinkingofcuttingofNozinto'shandsas

punishment.Thehandsthattookmysonand



thoughtitwasfinetodoso.Sheindeedisa

crazywoman.Evilandcrazinessclearlyrunsin

myfamilyandIfearforKamvaandmyfuture

children.Maythesecursesnevergetthem.I

snappedoutofmythoughtsandlookedatmy

beautifulQueen.Stillthemostbeautifulwoman

myeyeshasseen.Ismiledandkissedherlips

softlyandkissedourPrince'scheeks.Iamto

enjoythesecheekkissesbecausesoonheisto

growupandshallnotlikethem.Myexhaustion

finallywonthebattleasIfeltmyeyesgrow

heavy.IheldNdoni'shandandfinallygavein.

Ourlittleprincesafelysleepingbetweenus.
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Ilaidinbedpretendingtobeasleepandwaiting

forNtsikatofallasleep.Iheardhissnorefillour

chamberanditannoyedmegreatly.Iknewthat

thisistheperfecttimetoactonmyplan.I

stoodslowlyfromthebedandtookoneofthe

spearsinourchamber.HelaidonhisbackandI

gentlygotontopof.Themoonlitourchamber

beautifullysoIwasabletoseehim.Hiseyes

openedandIpiercedhischestwiththespearI

amholding.IaimedstraightfortheheartandI

couldseeinhiseyeshowhissoulisslowly

escapinghisbody.Ilookedatmybloodfilled

handsandfeltnothing.Noguilt,noregret,no

hurtjustabsolutelynothing.Thenavoicecalled

myname.

.

Voice:Ndoniyamanzi,Ndoniyamanzi!

.

ThevoicebecamelouderandIopenedmyeyes.

TheymetwiththoseofNtsika'sandheclearly



isveryconcerned.IwasbreathingheavilyandI

jumpedintohisembraceandstartedtocry. 

.

Ntsika:Itwasnothingbutaterribledream,my

Queen.Donotfear(hekissedmyneckwhile

stillholdingme)

Me:I...Ikilledy...Ikilledyou(Istutteredwhile

crying)

Ntsika:Whatareyoutalkingabout,Ndoni?

Me:Myhandswerefilledwithyourblood,my

King.Ipiercedyourheartwithaspearandkilled

you.

Ntsika:Ndoni,amInotembracingyourightnow?

Itwasalljustaterriblenightvision.Pleasetry

tocalm.

Me:ItfeltrealandIheldnofeelingsofregret

afterIdidit. 

Ntsika:Youarenotcapableofsuchevil,Ndoni.

Irefusetobelievethatyouarecapableof



hurtingthosethatyoulove. 

Me:Youareright,itwasjustabaddream(Ilet

goofhim)

Ntsika:Yougavemesuchafright.Youwere

shakinglikealeafonawindyday. 

Me:Myapologiesforthat. 

Ntsika:Youneednotapologiseforit.Letusget

backtosleep.

Me:Youcanrest.Iwanttotakeoffthismoist

nightdressandwipethesweatoffmybody.

.

Hedidnotgobacktosleepbutwenttogeta

clothforme.ItookoffwhatIamwearingand

mademyselfdecent.Heheldmynakedbodyas

wetriedtosleeponceagain.Istayedawake

andlistenedtohisheartbeatstrongly.Atears

fellfrommyeyesandontohischest.Iwiped

themoffandluckilyheisalreadybackinadeep

slumber.IfearedclosingmyeyesagainbutI



eventuallyhadnochoicewhenbecausemy

eyesgrewheavy.IgotwokenupbyNtsika's

softkissesonmyshouldersandIsmiled.

.

Me:Sunrisegreetings,myKing(hekissedmy

lips)

Ntsika:Sunrisegreetings,myheart.Didyou

haveasweetslumberafterthebaddream?

Me:Idid,thedreamdidnotcomeback.Itreally

scaredme.WhatifIholdanevilheartandIdo

nothaveknowledgeofit?

Ntsika:Thatisasillythought,Ndoni.Mostof

thevisionwehaveseenwhileindeepslumber

donotcometrueandarenevertobetrue.Why

wouldyoupiercetheheartthatbeatsforyou?

Me:Idonotknow.

Ntsika:Iamabouttoleaveonalongjourney,

myQueen.Idonotwanttoleavethissoil

knowingthatyouarenotwell.Iaskthatyou



pleasenotkeepthedreaminyourthoughts.

Me:IfailtoridmymindofitbutIshalltry. 

Ntsika:Nowletusgetbusywithothermore

importantbusiness(hesmiled).

Me:Whatimportantbusiness?

Ntsika:MakingabrotherorsisterforKamva.

Mypoorboyhasnoonetoplaywith(Ilaughed)

Me:HehaslittleThando.

Ntsika:Itisnotthesame,myQueen.Doyounot

feelpityforourchild?(webothlaughed)

.

Hekissedmyneckfirstbecauseheknowsitis

mysoftspot.Iletoutasoftmoan.Myhand

travelledto"mkhonto"andhasalreadygrownto

fullstrength.Wecaressedandexploredeach

othersbodiesuntilwebecameoninflesh.Our

bodiesmovedinthesamerhythmandthe

pleasurecausedusbothtofillourchamber

withsoundsoflove.Intensepleasureovertook



bothourbodiesatthesametimeandweheld

ontoeachothertightlytryingtogainsteady

breathing. 

.

Ntsika:Iloveyou(hewhisperedintomyear)

Me:AndIyou.(Ilookedathim)

Ntsika:Ireallywishforyourbodytoacceptmy

seed,myQueen.

Me:Ntsika,Iaskthatyounotgoonthisjourney.

(hismoodchanged)

Ntsika:Ithoughtwehavespokenaboutthis,

Ndoni.ItisofgreatimportancethatIgo,my

Queen.

Me:Ijustdonothaveagoodfeelingaboutthis.

YouhaveneverbeentoBomubuphambilibefore.

Wedonotknowwhatit'speoplearelikeand

yougoingthereputsfearinmyheart.

Ntsika:Iamtogowithfather,Bantuandguards.

Noharmistocometome,Ndoniyamanzi.Ido



notwishtospeakaboutthisagain.Iamtogoin

afewhoursandIdonotwishtofightwithyou.

Me:IdidnotsaythatIwishtofight.AllIaskis

thatyouletpassthisdealandnotgotothat

soil.

Ntsika:Itcouldmeangreatbusiness,Ndoni.Do

younotwishtoseetheKingdomproper?

Me:Donotinsultme,Ntsika.IamyourQueen

andIwishtoseeUmhlabaOchumileyogofrom

strengthtostrength.Youjustneednotaccept

alldealsthatcomeyourwaytoachieveit.

Ntsika:Myapologiesfortheinsult.Ihavenot

acceptedanything,Ndoni.Idonotevenknow

whatthedetailsofthedealit.Iamtogoto

thereandfindout. 

Me:Soareyounotgoingtolistentome?

Ntsika:Isthisaboutthedream?Ndoni,Iwould

notgoifIthoughtitisarisktomylife. 

Me:Ineedtogetupandgetready.



Ntsika:Ndoniyam...

Me:YouaretogetupaswellbecauseIdonot

wishtodelayyoufromyourjourney(Icuthim

short)

Ntsika:AmItoleavewhilewearehavinga

disagreement?

Me:Iamnotfightingwithyou.Iamjusttelling

youthatsomethingaboutthisdoesnotsitwell

withme.Ifearthatharmmightcometoyou.(I

startedtocry)

Ntsika:Wehavetraveledlongerdistances,

Ndoni.

Me:Thisisnotaboutdistance,Ntsika.Itis

aboutmyheartfeelingfearforsomereason. 

Ntsika:Iamtoreturn,Ndoni.YouknowthatI

shallneverhurtyou.

Me:Thendonotleave.

Ntsika:IcannotNdo...



.

Istoodfromourbedbeforehecouldfinish.I

hadwarmwaterbebroughttoourchamberso

thatIcouldwashmybody.Idonotknowwhy

butmyheartapprovesnotofthisjourney.The

Kingdomissurenotgoingtocrumblebecause

ofonepossiblemissedopportunity.Ihate

fightingwithhimespeciallywhenweareabout

topartforafewdays.I'mhopingthatheis

goingtotellmethathehaschangedhismind

butIknowhowstubbornhecanget.

.

.

.

#Ntsika

IsatandwatchedasNdonibathedherself.I

hatefightingwithherlikethisbutherreasons

arenotvalid.AmItoturndowneverypossible

dealwhenevershehasabadfeelingaboutit?



Shegentlyputonherbodybutteronhersoft

skinandthechambergotfilledwithher

lavenderscent.Ascentthatstilldrivesme

crazy. 

.

Me:Ndoni(shelookedatme)

Ndoni:Ntsika.

Me:IfyouwishformetostaythenIshalldoit.

Ndoni:Yourheartisalreadythere,Ntsika.You

willbeinagrumpymoodifIweretokeepyou

here.Iamnotyourkeepersoyouneednotask

formypermission.

Me:Iamtryingtomakemymark,Ndoni.Other

KingsalreadylookdownonmebecauseIdo

notholdtheknowledgethattheyhave.(she

cametositnexttome)

Ndoni:YouareagreatKing,Ntsika.Youcannot

compareyourselfwiththosewhohavesaton

theirthronesforyearsandyears.Yourpeople



trustyouandtheyhavefaithinyou.Youhave

alreadymadeyourmark.YourKingdomis

prosperous.

Me:OurKingdom(shesmiled)

Ndoni:IfyouwishtogotothissobadlythenI

giveyoumyblessing.Justpromisethatyouare

toreturnaliveandhealthy. 

Me:Igiveyoumypromise,myQueen.Iamto

returntoyouandourprince.

Ndoni:Wemightpossiblyhaveanotheronthe

wayalready. 

Me:Areyousayingthatyourbodynurturesour

secondchild?

Ndoni:IdonotknowbutIhavebeenfeelingall

thesymptomsthatIfeltwhenIwaspregnant

withKamva(Ismiledandkissedher)

Me:Whyhaveyounotsharedthisnewswithme?

Iamfeelingsohappy.(Ipickedherupinan

embrace)



Ndoni:IwasnotsureifItrulycarryachild

alreadybutthemidwifesaidthatIam. 

Me:NowIpromisetodefinitelyreturnsafe.I

amnotgoingtomissthechanceofmeeting

oursecondborn.NexttimeIplantobeinthe

chamberwhileyougivebirthtostopthe

midwifefromtorturingyou.(shelaughed)

Ndoni:Itisnotthemidwifethattorturedme,it

wasyoursonbecauseherefusedtocome

quickly(welaughed)

Me:Mythanksforthecominggift,myQueen.

Myheartisfullofjoyrightnow.

Ndoni:Minetoobutpromisetonottellanyone

yet.

Me:Forwhatreason?Suchnewsistobring

happinesstoallourlives.

Ndoni:WearetotellthemonlywhenIam

showingabit,Ntsika.Ibegofyou.(Itooka

deepbreath)



Me:Youareright,myQueen.Announcingittoo

earlyisnotgood.

Ndoni:LetmegobeforeKamvawakesup.I

shallsendforwatersoyoucanbathandget

ready.

.

Shestoodandfinishedgettingdressed.My

bathingwaterwasbroughttoourchamberand

NdoniwenttocheckonKamva.Shesoon

returnedsoIguessheisstillsleeping.Ibathed

andfinishedassheissortingoutmyattirefor

mytrip.Iwenttoherandhuggedherfrom

behind.Stilldesiringherasstronglyasbefore.

Itdidnottakemuchtomakeherreactbecause

Iknowjustwhichspotstotouchandkissfor

hertoletoutthosesoftmoansIlovesomuch.I

satontheedgeofthebedandputherontopof

me.WecaressedeachothersbodiesuntilIlet

"mkhonto"enterthewarm,moistfoldsofher

temple.IheldherwaistasIwatchedhermove.



Goodnesswhatabeautifulsight!Wemadelove

untilpleasureovertookusboth.Wehadnotime

tolayineachothersarmsbecauseweknow

Kamvaistowakeupsoon.Webothgot

ourselvesdecentagainandgotdressed.Ndoni

wenttoKamva'schamberandIwenttojointhe

familyinthemorningfeast. 

.

Me:Greetingstoall(Isatdown)

Fikile:Greetings,myKing.IstheQueennotto

joinus?

Me:ShehasgonetothePrince.Iamsurethey

aretojoinussoon.

Father:Idohopethatyouhavepreparedwell

forthislongjourney.

Me:MyQueenhadmadesureofthat,Father.

Allofmyclothingisready.

Jongi:Whydoesshenotletaservantdoit?

Me:Shepreferstodosomethingsherself. 



Father:Sheevenkneadsandbakebreadat

times.HowIwishshehadprepareditforthe

journey.HerbreadislikenonI'veevertasted.

Me:Youhaveawifenow,oldman.Donot

abusemywife'scookingskills(welaughed)

.

WesatandstartedtoeatbecauseIknowNdoni

istofirstbathKamva.Heisgoingtoplayand

gethimselfdirtysoon,asaboyshould.Kamva

camerunninginandcamestraighttome.I

pickedhimupintotheair.Ndoniwalkedinsoon

after.

.

Ndoni:Greetingtoall(shesatdown)

Father:Greetings,deardaughter.Doacceptour

apologies.Wehavestartedtofeastwithoutyou.

Ndoni:Itisofnobother,father. 

Kamva:Greetings(heshouted)



Father:Youalmostforgottosendgreetingsto

us.(welaughed)

Me:Youneedtoeat.(helookedatme)

Kamva:No,Fada(heshookhishead).

Ndoni:Youarenottobedifficult,Kamvalesizwe.

Doyouwishtostarve?

Kamva:Kamvanoteatfood.(Icouldseehis

motherisgettingfrustrated)

Me:Youaretoeat,Kamva.Gotoyourmother

andsheistofeedyouyourporridge. 

.

HewalkedslowlytoNdoniandshesathim

downnexttoherandstartedtofeedhimShe

couldnotfinishbecauseshestartedtofeel

nauseaandranoutside.Itookwaterand

rushedbehindher.Iwaiteduntilshefinished

andgaveherthewater.Wewalkedbacktothe

family.

.



Jongi:Isallwell?

Ndoni:Alliswell.Ijustneedtoeatsomething.

Jongi:IfIhadnobetterknowledgeIwouldthink

youaretohaveanotherlittleone(shesmiled)

Me:Ifithappenswearetoletyouknowdonot

worry(theylaughed)

Fikile:Youhavefinishedallofyourfood.Kamva

issuchabigboy(hegiggled)

Kamva:Kamvaisabigboy.

Father:Suchabigstrongboy.(heclapped

handsandsodidKamva)

Me:Fatherwearetofinishandleavesoon.

SurelyBantuandtheotherguardsarealready

readyandwaitingforus.

Father:Letusgonow.Wedonotwishtobe

delayed.

Ndoni:Youhavenoteveneatenmuch,myKing.

Jongi:Donotfear,Ihadfoodpackedforthem.



Heistohaveasmuchashewantswhileonthe

carriage.

Me:Ihavehadenough,myQueen. 

.

IcouldseethatNdonistillhaddoubtsabout

thistrip.Perhapsitisthepregnancythatis

makingherfeellikethis.FikiletookKamvato

playandfatherandJongialsoleftus.

.

Me:Myheart,Iknowthatyourheartdoesnot

approveofthistrip.Iamtobegoneforaweek. 

Ndoni:Iamnolongerupsetwithyoufor

decidingtogo.Youhavetoldmewhyitmeans

somuchtoyouandIrespectit.Mother

expectedtoarriveatsunsetsosheistokeep

mecompanyuntilyoureturn.

Me:Givemygreetingstoher.Youladiescan

holdalittlecelebrationwhileweareaway.(she

laughed)



Ndoni:Andmakealotoftraditionalbeer. 

Me:Alltheothersaretohavethatbeerbutnot

you.Idonotwishformydaughtertobeborn

drunk(shelaughed)

Ndoni:Fine,Iamtostayawayfromit.Whyare

yousosurethatIcarryadaughter.

Me:Iamhopingthatitistobeone.Remember

weareaimingfortwoboysandtwogirls.

Ndoni:WhatifweonlyhavePrinces?(she

raisedherbrow)

Me:ThenweshallexchangewithBukhosi. 

Ndoni:Thatissilly(welaughed)

.

Ilookedatherbeautifulfaceforalongwhileas

shelaughed.Beautifulistheladymyancestors

havechosenforme!ThereisnowayIamgoing

toallowanythingseparatemefromhersoshe

needsnottofear.Ikissedherbutgot

interruptedbyFathersayingitistimetoleave.



WestoodandwalkedouttofindKamvaon

Mbaleki'sback.

.

Ndoni:Mbalekiisnotyourtoy,Kamvalesizwi.If

youwishforahorsehaveyourfathergetyou

one.(shetookhimoffandhestartedtocry)

Me:Ourapologies,youngprincebutyour

motherisright.Mbalekiisnotahorse.(Iheld

himuntilhecalmed)

Father:Ntsika,letusbeonourway.

Fikile:Gowell,father.

Father:Mythanks,youngmaiden. 

Me:Gotoyourmother.Iamtoleavenow.(he

clungtome)

Ndoni:Comeone,baby.(shetookhim)

Me:Iloveyou,myQueen.

Ndoni:AndIyou,myKing.(Ikissedherlips

softly)



Me:Youlookafteryourmotherforme(Itickled

himandhegiggled)

Ndoni:Saygowell,father.

Kamva:Gowell,fada.(Ikissedhischeek)

.

Isaidmytemporaryfarewellstothemall.The

allwavedandKamvadidnotcryasIthoughthe

would.Bantualsosaidhisgoodbyestohis

familyandThandocriedforherfather.How

timehasgonebyquick.Wewereyoung

warriorsjustnotsolongagobutnowweare

husbandsandfathers.Westillmissgoingto

battlebutIdoubtwewouldtradeourfamilies

forthebush.IdohopethatNdoninolonger

holdsfearinherheartaboutthistrip.Ihave

madesurethatthereareextraguardsatthe

royalhousewhileIamawayandMbalekiissure

toprotectthemfromanythreat.Ilookbehind

andfoundthemstillwavingandIwavedback.

Soonwearetohaveanotherchildandthathas



broughtsomuchjoytomyheart.Thehorses

pickedupspeedandsooneventheroyalhouse

wasoutofsight.Myheartlongsforthem

already.Ihavebeenawayfromhomeforfar

longerthanaweekbutthistimeitfeels

different.IthinkNdoni'sfearshavenowrubbed

offonmebutIhavetogotothismeeting.It

mightcomewithagreattradingrouteformy

KingdomandIknowmyQueenknowsit.

Hopingthatwearetobesafeuntilwereachour

destination.
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LifeforKingNtsikaandQueenNdoniyamanzi

hastrulybeenthatofbliss.Theyhadtheir



momentsofdifficultyasleadingaKingdomis

noteasy.Ntsikaindeedsummonsedhis

relativesandputoutawarningtoallwhodares

harmhisQueen.Itseemstohavedonethetrick

becausetwoyearshavepassedandtheyhave

beenatpeacesince.PrinceKamvaisnowtwo

yearsandsevenmonths.Heisnowabletowalk

andtalkabit.Mbalekihasgrownintoabig

cheetahandcontinuestoprotectatalltimes.

ThecouncilhadNozinto'sfingerscutoffto

teachheralesson.Herhusbandpunishedher

bysendinghertocaptivityandhemarrieda

womanwhonowcarrieshisfirstlegitimate

child.WarriorBantu'shipgotpiercedwitha

spearinbattleanditforcedhimtoretire.The

injurylefthimwithapermanentlimpbuthe

continuestotrainyoungwarriors.Hehasalso

acceptedtheofferofadvisortohisfriendand

King,Ntsika.Ziphogavebirthtoabeautiful

babygirlnamedThando.Bantuwishedforitto

beaboybutheloveshisdaughter.Sheisnow



seniorattheroyalhouse.Ntsika'sfatherfinally

wentagainsttheeldersandmarriedJongile.

Hishealthhasimprovedbuthestillbalances

withastickwhenwalking.Theyaskedfor

permissiontohavetheirdaughterFikilestayat

theroyalhouseandtheKingandQueenagreed

forXhanti'ssakebutlaiddownrulestoheras

well.ShecannotbetitledPrincessbecausethe

eldersrefusedtoallowit.KingXoloandQueen

Nobuarebothstillgood.Zinzi,mysisterinlaw

gavebirthtoanotherdaughter.TheKingand

QueenofZwelihleareworriedaboutBukhosi

whoonlyproducesmaidenssofar.

Ntandoyabantuhasgrownintoarealstrong

youngmannowandistoreachmaturitysoon.

Theorphanagehastakeninmorechildrenand

Ndoniyamanzicontinuestohelpout.Her

relationshipwithZinzihasnotbeenthesame

sinceNdonitoldhershecannotliveintheroyal

house.UmhlabaOchumileyohasbeen

prosperingandgoingfromstrengthtostrength



undertheyoungleaders.Somuchsothatit's

tradingtieshavedoubled.KingNtsikaandhis

Queenstillrefusetotradeinhumanlives.

Togethertheyindeedseemtothriveandthe

Kingdoesnotmakemajordecisionsonhisown.

HepreferstositdownandhearwhathisQueen

thinksaboutmattersfirstandtheydecide

together. 

.

Questionis!IstheunitybetweentheKingand

Queentoremainsolidornot?
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#Xhanti

IhaveneverinallmydaysseenNtsikahandle

businesssopoorly.Wehavebeenonourway



backtoUmhlabaOchumileyofortwodaysnow

butIstilldonothaveanywordsforhim.Hehas

beenshorttemperedandithasbeenannoying.

IcouldseethatevenBantusawhowfoolishhis

friendhasbeen.

.

Me:Areyoureadytohearwhatisinmy

thoughts?(helookedatme)

Ntsika:Speakbeforeyougiveyourselfa

headache,father.Icanseethatyouhavehad

plentyonyourmindsinceweleftthatplace.

Xhanti:Whathasgottenintoyou,Ntsika.You

haveturneddownadealthatcouldhavecome

withplentybenefits. 

Ntsika:Areyoudoubtingmyabilities,Father?

Youaretheonewhowastooweaktoleadour

Kingdomanddecidedtoputmeincharge. 

Me:WellitseemsthatIhavemadeamistake

then.WhatIsawinthosenegotiationswas



shameful!

Ntsika:IonlywantedmoreformyKingdom.We

aretheoneswhoweregoingtodomostofthe

work.

Me:Haveyounotheardthepartwherethey

offeredyouthebiggestpercentage,Ntsika? 

Bantu:Iagreewithyourfathet,myKing.It

indeedwasagreatofferbutyouwantingmore

oftherewardscloudedyourjudgement.

Ntsika:DoyoudareimplythatIamgreedy?

Me:Youdidnegotiatewithgreedinyourheart.

Nowbecauseofthatgreedwewalkedaway

withnothing.Doyouthinktheyaretoconsider

usagainwhenanopportunityarises?No,they

arenotbecausenoonewantsawealthhungry

partner.Wemakethesedealstobuildtrieswith

otherKingdomsandyouhavejustruinedoneof

thebiggesttiesUmhlabawouldhaveeverhad.

Ntsika:Whydidyounotspeakup.then,father?



Allyoudidwassitandagreetoeverysingle

wordKingSiphospoke.AtsomestageI

thoughtyouwouldkisshisfeet. 

Me:Itakeoffense,Ntsika.Youmightsitonthe

seatofpowerbutIamstillyourfather.Ihave

putyouinpowerandbelievemeIcanstillstrip

youoffitall. 

Ntsika:Letthehorsesstandstill(heshouted)

Me:Areyoucrazy?Idonotknowaboutyoubut

Iwishtobehomewithmywife,daughtersand

grandson.Stoppingisonlygoingtodelayus.

Ntsika:Idonotwishtobewithyoutworight

noworwearesuretoexchangewordswecan

nottakeback.Ifyoudonotwishtobedelayed

thengetoutandwalk.

.

Hesteppedoutofthecarriageleavingmy

mouthopenwithshock.Isawhimwalkfaroff

andIgotangry.



.

Me:Ithinkyourfriendhasbeenbewitched.

Bantu:IfIheldnobetterknowledgeIwould

agree.Hewaslikethissincethedaybeforethe

negotiations.Histemperislikethatofamad

man.

Me:Somethingmusthavehappenedthatwe

holdnoknowledgeof.

Bantu:Ihaveaskedhimbuthesaidnothingis

thematter.Ihopethatheisnottotakethis

tempertohisQueenandPrince.

Me:Thatisanotherthingthatbothersme.Heis

usuallythefirstonetojumpintothecarriage

andheadhometobewithhisbrideandson.

Coulditbeanotherwoman?

Bantu:Idoubtthatverymuch.Ntsika'sheart

belongtoQueenNdonionlyandithasbeenlike

thatsincehelaideyesonherfortheveryfirst

time.



Me:Iholdknowledgeofthatbutevenyouhave

toadmitthattheyoungmaidensofthe

Kingdomwecomefromareoftruebeauty.

Bantu:SoishisQueen.Idonotbelievethathis

heartgotcapturedasecondtime.Wearenow

onlytowaitandhopehereturnstohisoldself.

.

HourswentbyandNtsikafinallyapproached.

Hecameinandorderedforthehorsestomove

forwardandwithgreatspeed.

.

Ntsika:Myapologiesforbeingillmannered,

father.

Me:Whatseemstobethematter,son?Is

somethingnotwellwithyou?

Ntsika:Alliswell,Igiveyoumypromise.Are

youacceptingmyapology?

Me:Yes,Idobutyouaretonevermakesucha

badbusinessdecision,Ntsika.Iftoomany



similarmistakesaremadetheKingdomissure

tofallapartsomeday.

Ntsika:Ihearyou,father.Itisnotto.happen

again.Donotfear,IshallsendalettertoKing

SiphoandapologiseforthegreedIshowed

aroundhisnegotiationtable. 

Bantu:Iamsurethatheistoappreciateitand

perhapsputthedealuponthetableonce

again. 

Me:Wearenotsupposetohopeforsuch.Heis

suretoaccepttheapologybutheistonevergo

intobusinesswithusagain. 

Ntsika:UmhlabaOchumileyoisagreat

Kingdom.Surelymoretradingroutesareto

comeourway. 

.

WerodeoninsilenceandIthoughtsaboutalot

ofthings.Iwasplanningtoretirecompletely

andnotgoonbigroyaldutiesbutIhavenow



changedmymind.IcannotriskhavingNtsika

gotomeetingsaloneandfailtobringin

businessforus.Iknowthatsomethingisreally

wrongwithhimbutIdonotknowwhat.Ihope

hehasnotdefloweredoneofKingSipho's

maidensbecausethatisgoingtocausegreat

conflict.Wearesuretobedelayedfrom

reachinghomeonthetimeweplanned.HowI

missbeingathome.

.

.

#Ndoni

Themenareexpectedtoarrivetodayatsunset.

IdohopethatNtsikamanagedtosecurethis

dealthathelookedforwardtohearing.Itseems

timeisslowbecauseItrulymisshim.Mother

hasbeenherewithmeandhercompanyis

wonderful.Thetwoofussataswewatched

Kamvaplaybeforeus.Mbalekiwenttohimand

lickedhischeek.Icouldseetheannoyancein



hisface.

.

Kamva:No,Baleki.(hepushedMbaleki'sface

away)

Mother:Mbaleki,stoplickingmygrandsonwith

yourroughtongue.(Mbalekikeptonlicking)

Kamva:Baleki,stoponce.(welaughed)

Mother:It'sstopatonce(helookedatmother)

Me:Mbalekiisjustshowingyoulove,boy.She

meansnoharm.

Mother:Hehasgrownsomuchandyourfather

speakabouthimalot.Heisreallyprayingfor

Bukhositohaveanheirnext. 

Me:ItisnotuptoBukhosi.Fatherneedsto

rememberthat. 

Mother:Whatgenderdoyouthinktheoneyou

arecarryingisgoingtobe?(Ilookedather)

Me:Iamnotpregnant,myQueen.



Mother:Youeitherholdnoknowledgethatyou

areoryouarekeepingitasecret.(shelaughed

softly)

Me:Fine,Iadmit.Iampregnant.Howdidyou

know?

Mother:Youhavebeenrunningupanddown

feelingillandIsawyoueatingsoilyesterday(I

laughed)

Me:Itriedsohardtonotletanyonenotice

anything.DoyouthinkJongialsoknows?

Mother:IdonotknowbutIamsureshehasher

suspicions.HaveyoutoldyourKing?

Me:Ihaveandhewasoverjoyed.Hewishesfor

aPrincess.(Ismiled)

Mother:Itgivesmejoytoseethatyouarestill

happy,myblossom.Iamnowtogiveyour

fathergoodfeedback.

Me:Areyouheretospy?(shelaughed)

Mother:Iamheretovisitmychildand



grandchildbutXolodidaskmetocomewith

feedbackofyourwellbeing.SoIguessIamhis

spy(welaughed)

Kamva:Mada,look(heopenedhishandand

revealedasmallfrog,wejumpedup)

Mother:Kamvalesizwedoyouwishtosend

yourgrandmothertoherend?(helaughed)

Kamva:Kamvakissit(Ihititoutoffhishand

beforeitreachedhislipsandithoppedaway)

Me:Youaresuchatypicalboy.Playingwith

scarycreatures(Ilaughed)

Mother:DoesKamvawishtohavesoreshere?

(shepointedtohislips)

Kamva:No(sheshookhishead)

Mother:Thenyouarenottokissanyfrogsor

lizards.Comeletisgoinsidebeforehepicksup

moresurprises.

Me:Wearesuchcowards.Itisnotevenabig

frog.



Kamva:Kamvawantsmilk.

Mother:Letusgoandgetthemilkforyou.My

blossom,areyougoingtobewellonyourown?

Me:Yes,myQueen.

.

ShekissedmycheekandheldKamva'shand.I

knowsheisgoingtorinsethosehandsfirst.I

stoodandlookedupattheclearsky.Hoping

thatthemenarestillwellwherevertheyareat

themoment.Soontheyaregoingtosetfooton

theirsoilagain.Ihadafeastpreparedto

welcomethem.Hourswentbyandthesun

startedtosetbutstillnosignofthem.Ifed

Kamvabecausehegoestobedbeforeeveryone.

Ibathedhimandherefusedtoclosehiseyesat

firstbutheeventuallydid.Mybeautifullittle

prince.IleftMbalekiinhischamberasIusually

doandlefttojoinmotherandtheotherladies.I

foundmothersittingalone.

.



Me:Myapologiesforkeepingyouwaiting.

Wherearetheotherladies?

Mother:Youneednotapologise,Ihavejustsat

downmyself.Jongisaidthattheyaretojoinus

soon.

Me:Itisnowbecomingdarkout.Ihopedthat

themenwouldhavebeenherebynow.

Mother:Calmnow,Ndoni.Wearenotgoingto

beworriedaboutnothing.Horsesstoptodrink

waterormaybetheystoppedtostretchtheir

legs.Itcouldbeanythingbutletusnotthinkthe

worst. 

Me:Youareright,mother.DoyouknowthatI

fearsunsetsnow?

Mother:Becauseofthedream?

Me:Ikeeponhavingthesamedreamoverand

overmother.Inolongerknowwhatapeaceful

slumberfeelslike.Whatifthisisasign.

Mother:Asignofwhat,Ndoni?Thatyouareto



killyourhusbandsoon?Thatisjustsilly.

Me:Thenwhydoesthisvisionkeeponhaunting

mydreams.Iamevenconsideringsleepingin

anotherchamberuntilitstops.

Mother:Thatisevenmoresilly.Itisnitwisefor

peoplewhoarewedtosleepinseparate

chamber.Iamsureyourhusbandisnotgoing

toagreetoiteither.

Me:Ifearsleepingnowbutitisbetterbecause

Ntsikaistobenexttometonight.

Mother:Allisgoingtobewell. 

Fikile:Hasfatherandbrothernotcomeyet,my

Queen?(sheaskedwhilewalkingin) 

Me:No,itseemsliketheyhavebeendelayed.

Mother:Youchildrenarenottofear.Theyare

ontheirway.

Jongi:IagreewithQueenNobu.(shewenttosit)

Me:Nouseinwaitingbecausetheymightarrive



lateinthenight.Letusstarteatingbeforeitall

goescold.

.

Weallsatdownandwestartedtoeat.Hours

passedandtheystillhavenotcome.Theladies

decidedtoretiretotheirroomsandsleep.Ion

theotherhandfearsleepingsoIshallwaitfor

them.IwentoutandtoseeifZiphoisstill

awake.Wehavemovedthemtobigger

chambersbecauseherhusbandisnowadvisor

totheKing.Shewasstillawakebecauselittle

Thandorefusedtosleep.Wesatandplayed

withheruntilexhaustionwonandshefeel

asleep.IcouldseethatZinziisalsotiredsoI

excusedmyself.Itookmyoillampandbraved

thenighttotheroyalhouse.Therewerenight

guardssoIhadnofear.IwenttoKamva'sroom

andfoundhimsleepingsoundlyandMbaleki

nexttohim.Ikissedthembothandmylady

cheetahopenedhereyesquicklybutclosed

themwhenshesawit'sme.Iwenttomy



chamberandhadbathingwaterbebroughtto

mychamber.Ifinishedandputbodybutteron

myskin.TherewasaknockonthedoorandI

wrappedmybodybeforeopening.ItisNtsika

andIjumpedintohisembrace.Hehesitatedbut

Ifinallyfelthisarmswraparoundmywaist.

.

Me:Sincewhenareyouknockingbeforeyou

enterourchamber?(Ilaughed)

Ntsika:Iamshowinggoodmanners(helooked

nervousinaway)

Me:Iamyourwife,Ntsika.Youhaveseenallof

mebefore.Areyougoingtocomein?

.

Hewalkedinandlookedaroundtheentire

chamber.Hisbodylookedabitslimmer.Have

theynotbeenfeedingmyhusbandatthat

place? 

.



Me:Ihadextracandlesbeputinthatiswhyit

looksdifferent.Howhaveyoubeen(Ikissedhis

lips)

Ntsika:Wellandyou,myQueen.

Me:Iamjusthappythatyouarehomesafely.

Didyoumanagetogetthedeak?

Ntsika:Ndoni,mybodyistired.Ihavebeenina

horsecarriagefortwoday.AllIneedistobath

andrest.

Me:Ofcourse,myapologies.Ishallhavewater

bebroughtinsothatyoucanbath.

Ntsika:Mythanks.

.

Ihadmywaterbedeposedoffandhadthem

bringsomeforhim.Hestoodandlookedatthe

spearsthatwereinourchamber. 

.

Me:Yourwaterisready,myKing.Doyouneed



anyhelp?(Ismiled)

Ntsika:No,Idonot.Youcangotobed.

Me:Asyouwish.MymotherfiguredoutthatI

ampregnant.Ididnottellher,Igiveyoumy

promise.(hefakedalaugh)

Ntsika:Ndoni,Iaskthatwetalkaboutallat

sunrise.Ibegofyou.(myheartsankbecauseI

missedhim)

Me:Asyouwish.Wouldyoulikeformetoread

ourcurrentbook?Ihavenotreaditalone.

Ntsika:Doasyouwish,Ndoniyamanzi.Ifyou

wishtoread,readandifnotthendonot. 

Me:Okay.

.

Idecidednottoreadbecauseheisnotas

excitedaboutitasbefore.Itisstrangebecause

hewassocurioustoknowwhattheother

chapterscontained.Iputonmynightdressand

wentintothecovers.Heblewoutsomeofthe



candlessayingitistoobrightandstartedto

bathhimself.ItseemsmyKingisnothimself.

Maybethedealdidnotgoashehashoped.I

shallhearallaboutitwhenhismoodisbetter.

HecoveredhislowerbodywithaclothandIfelt

mybodyreactatthebeautifulsightofhisbody.

Istood,tookoffmynightdressandwalked

towardshimandkissedhim. 

.

Ntsika:Whatareyoudoing,myQueen?

Me:ShowingyouhowmuchIhavemissedyou

(Ismiled)

Ntsika:Coveryourself,Ndoniyamanzi.Idonot

wishtoseeyournakedness.HaveInotsaid

thatmybodyistired?

Me:Youhave(Iputmydressbackon)

Ntsika:Iamgoingtosleepnow.Untilsunrise.

.

Hedidnotevenkissme.Ntsikahasnever



rejectedmewhenItriedtoshowhimlove,

especiallywhenhehasbeenaway.Coulditbe

thathenolongerdesiresme?

.

Me:No,Ndoniyamanzidonotbesillyofcourse

hestilldesiresyou.Hisbodyisjustfeelingtired

(Iwhisperedtomyself)

.

MyheartfeltabitheavyasIblewtheoillamps

andcandlesoff.Allthathehasdonehasmade

mefeellessspecial.Ilaidnexttohimand

movedcloserhopingthatheistowraphis

strongarmsaroundmebuthedidnot.Imoved

backawaytogivehimspacebecauseitseems

thatitiswhatheprefers.Istartedtocrysilently

butstopped.Iamsurelybeingsillybecausehe

hashadalongtrip.Itisexpectedthathewould

beexhaustedandmaybethedealwasbadand

itlefthimfrustrated.MyeyesgrewheavyandI

stillfearedfallingasleepbutIdonothavea



choice.Ifinallygaveinandfellasleep.Hoping

forapeacefulnightslumber.
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#Ndoni

IwokeupandlookedtoNtsika'sside.Heslept

peacefullyandIdecidednottodisturbhim.I

gotupandcleanedmymouth.Istartedtobath

andgetready.IwenttolittleKamva'schamber

andfoundhimrubbinghiseyeswithhishands.

.

Me:Greetings,myprince(Ikissedhischeek)

Kamva:Greetings.(heheldmyfaceandsmiled)

Me:Didyouhaveasweetslumber?(henodded)

Kamva:Balekihasgone.



Me:Shehaswentouttoeat.Comeletusgoso

youcangreatyoufather.

Kamva:Fada?

Me:Yes,hehascomebackfromhisjourney.He

hasmissedKamvasomuch.(hesmiled)

.

Itriedtoholdhishandbutheranoutaheadof

me.Clearlyhehasmissedhisfatherjustas

muchasIhave.Hewaitedformebythedoor

andIwenttoopenit.Herantothesleeping

Ntsikaandjumpedontopofhim.Ntsika

jumpedupclearlyannoyed.

.

Ntsika:Haveyounorespect?Itisillmannersto

disturbapersonwhiletheysleep.(hesaidina

sternvoice)

Kamva:Apology(hesaidsoftlyandlooked

down)

Me:Heisjustachild,Ntsika.Isitasinthathe



ishappytoseeyouagainafterdaysofnot

seeingyou?(Ipickedmysonup)

Ntsika:Iamtired,Ndoniyamanzi.Youshould

havekepttheboyuntilIdecidetowakeup.

Me:Wellexcuseusthenyourroyalgrumpiness.

Wearetoleaveyounow.Idonotknowwhat

hasgottenintoyou. 

Ntsika:Youarenottospeaktomelikethat.(he

lookedatmeintensely)

Me:Iamnotgoingtoarguewithyouwithour

soninmyarms.Gobacktoyourprecious

slumberandmaybeyouaretoreturntoyourold

self.

.

Iwalkedoutofthechamberwhileholdingthe

sadKamva.Howdareheberudetomysonlike

that?Kamvahasdonewhathedoesmost

timesbuttodayitisofannoyancetohisfather

andIfailtounderstandwhy.Exhaustionisnot



enoughreasontoberude!IbathedKamvaand

dressedhim. 

.

Me:Youarenottoplayinmudandgetdirty,

Kamvalesizwe.Nomud,areweclear?(Itickled

hisneck)

Kamva:Nomud(hesaidwhilegiggling)

Mother:Sunrisegreetingstoyouboth.(shesaid

whilewalkingin)

Me:Greetingsmother.Haveyousleptwell?

Mother:Ihave,myblossom. 

Kamva:FadashoutatKamva(helookedathis

grandmother)

Mother:Whatseemstobethematter?

Me:Yourfathermeantnoharm,myprince.He

isjustverytired.Nothingseemstobethe

matter.Ntsikaseemstobeinaverybadmood

sincehisreturn.



Mother:Hasthedealnotgonewell?

Me:Ishallholdnoknowledgeofthat,myQueen.

Wearetohearfromhimwhenhewakesfrom

hisrest.

Mother:Comeletusgoandeat.Xhantimight

shedsomelightonthematter.

.

ShepickedKamvaupandmadebubblekisses

onhisneckandtheroyalpassagesgotfilled

withhissweetgiggles.Wejoinedeveryoneelse,

greetedandsatdown.Kamvaatehisporridge

withoutanydifficulty.

.

Xhanti:IstheKingnotgoingtojoinus?

Me:Heisstillresting,father.Heshalleatwhen

hewakes. 

Jongi:Perhapshefeelsregretformessingup

thedeal.(Xhantilookedather)



Xhanti:Letusnottalkaboutroyaldutiesduring

afamilyfeast.

Me:HowhastheKingmessedupthedeal,

father? 

Xhanti:Hewasnothappywiththerewardsit

camewithsoheturneditdown.

Me:Judgingfromthesoundofyourvoice,you

donotapprovewithhisdecision.

Xhanti:Itisofnomatter,myQueen.HeisKing

andholdpowertodecideonwhathewishesfor

hisKingdom.

Fikile:Butyouaremorewiser,father.Isitnot

wiseforhimtostilllistentoyouradvise.

Xhanti:Letusputthismattertorest.Talking

aboutitisnotgoingtohelpanyofus.Itisjust

goingtoangerhimwhenhefindswespoke

abouthimbehindhisback. 

.

Wesatandcontinuedtohaveourmorning



feast.Ntsikajoinedusjustasweallwereabout

tofinish.UsuallyKamvarunstohimbutnotthis

time.HesatandatehisfoodandIfeltlikeIam

lookingatastrangerinthebodyofmyhusband.

Hestoodafterfinishingsayingheisgoingto

getreadyfortheday.Mbalekiwalkedinandshe

walkedaroundhimincircleswhilesniffingat

hisclothing.Usuallyshelickshisfeetinjoyof

seeinghim.Iknewthenthatsomethingistruly

wrongwithmyKingbutwhatcoulditbe?He

wenttoourchambertobath.IgaveKamvato

motherandfollowedhim.Hecoveredhimself

asIwalkedin.

.

Me:Donotbothercoveringyourself,itisonly

me.

Ntsika:Issomethingthematter?

Me:Whathasgottenintoyou,myKing?

Ntsika:Idonotunderstand. 



Me:Youhavebeeninabadmoodeversince

yourreturn.Fathersaysyouwerenotyourself

evenduringthetradingnegotiations.Has

somethinghappened?

Ntsika:Idonotknowwhatyouwishformeto

say,Ndoniyamanzi. 

Me:YoushoutedatKamvawhenhemeantno

disrespect.Hedoeswhathedidallthetime.

Whyhasisannoyedyounow?

Ntsika:Ithasnotbeenaneasyjourney.Iam

angryatmyselfformessingthisdealup

becauseIcanseethatitishurtingmyfather.I

shallapologisetotheprinceforsaddeninghim.

Me:Mistakesaremadeallthetimeandyouare

notimmunetomakingthem.Moresimilarand

betterdealsaretocome.Youcannotcarrythe

burdenofregretforever. 

Ntsika:Youareright,myQueen. 

Me:Ihavemissedyou,Ntsika.



Ntsika:Ihavemissedyoutoo.

.

Istoodandwaitedforhimtogivemean

embracebutIhadnosuchluck.Imoved

forwardtowherehestoodandkissedhim.Even

hiskissisdifferent,itdoesnothavethe

passionitusuallydoes.CouldmyKingno

longerloveme?Itriedtotakeofftheclothhe

hadaroundhimbuthisfirmgripstoppedme.

.

Ntsika:Whatareyoudoing,Ndoniyamanzi?

Me:Isitnotclear?Iwishtobewithyou.

Ntsika:Itisdaylight.(Ibecameconfused)

Me:Idonotunderstand.

Ntsika:Onlyloosewomanofferthemselvestoa

manindaylight.Thosewithselfrespectwait

untilthesunhasgonedown.

Me:AreyouimplyingthatIamawhore,Ntsika?



Ntsika:Ihavenotspokensuchwords.

Me:Wehavebeenoneinfleshduringdaylight

manytimesandithasbeenofnobother. 

Ntsika:Theydothingsdifferentlyfromthe

KingdomIvisitedandIthinkitisagoodwayto

dothings.

Me:ThisisUmhlabaOchumileynot

Bomubuphabili.Havethesepeoplefedyou

something?

Ntsika:Beingtherehavejustopenedmymind

toalotofthings.Whyareyoualwaysoffering

yourselftome?Areyouaddictedtobedroom

dealings?

Me:Itakeoffense,Ntsika.ThelastthingthatI

wishtodoisfightovernothing.Idonotlike

thesenewbehavioursthatyouhavepickedup

fromthistripofyours.Idonotcarewhatyou

dobutdonotexpectmeandmysontotakeit.I

amyourQueennotsomecommonerandyou

aretotreatmewithrespect. 



.

Iwalkedoutandlefthimtohisbath.Whodoes

hethinkheis?Iamnevergoingtooffermyself

tohimagainbecauseheisclearlybecomea

selfishbastard.IhatethatIlovehimatthis

moment.IlovehimbutIdonotlikethenew

personhehasbecome.Ijoinedmotheroutside

andshewasrunningafterKamva.

.

Me:Youaregoingtobreakyourkneestryingto

chasehimlikethat(shelaughed)

Mother:Thisboyofyoursistobetheendofme.

Hehadsomethinginhishandandwouldnotlet

meseewhat.ThatiswhyIamchasinghim(I

laughed)

Me:Letmeseewhatyouhideinyourhand,

Kamva.(hecametome)

Kamva:Nothing,mada(heopenedhisempty

hand)



Me:Youaremakingmymotherworkfor

nothing,suchanaughtyboy(hegiggled)

Mother:Zolekadoesnotdothistomeathome.

Itseemslikeboysaretroublesomeindeed.

Me:Myapologies,myQueen.

Mother:Donotapologise.Iactuallyfindgreat

joyinit(shelaughed)

Me:Iamguessingthatyouaretogohome

soon 

Mother:Ishould,myblossom.Isyourhusband

well,Ndoni?

Me:Idonotknow.

Mother:Heseemslikehehasalotgoingon.He

isnothimself.

Me:Ihavenoticed,myQueen.(Ilookeddown)

Mother:Allisgoingtobewell.Marriageisnot

alwayseasy.Menhatespeakingaboutthings

thatbotherthembutheshallspeaktoyousoon



andtellyouwhatisbotheringhim.

Me:IremainhopingbecauseIdonotlikehim

likethis.

.

WesatthereandwatchedKamvaplay.Bantu

cametotheKingandcamewithlittleThando.

ThelanguagesheandKamvaspeakisonly

understoodbythetwoofthem.ImissNtsikaso

much.ImisshimnowmorethenIdidwhenhe

wasstillaway.Myfearisthatheisgoingto

forceallofustoadapttothenewhim.Iam

tryingnottoupsetmyselfbecauseIknowthat

itisnotgoodforthechildthatIamcarrying.

WhatpoisonhavethosepeoplefedmyKing?It

hasmadehimslimmerandithasalsomade

himamanofillmanners.Isatandtriedtothink

ofallthepossiblethingsthatmighthave

happenedonthatsoil. 

.

.



#"Ntsika"

Ihaveneverthoughtthatthisplanisgoingto

workwhenIgottoldaboutit.Igrewupasa

commonerwhenIamindeedaPrince.When

theoldwomantoldmethatIamatwintothe

PrinceofUmhlabaOchumileyoIdidnotbelieve

it.IwastoldthatbecauseIwasbornsecondhe

waschosentobekeptasfutureking.Iwasto

betakentotheriverandbedrownedbutit

seemssomeonehadmercyonmylife.Theold

ladyhadaplanofmakingmetakemybrother's

placeandwehadstartedourplanalreadybut

shedied.Shesaidthatmymother,Nandewho

lovedmeandneverwantedtogivemeaway

hasbeenhurtbecauseofNtsika'sbride.The

oldwomansaidthatXhantiforcedNandeto

givemeupandIaimtomakehimpaydearlyas

well.Theoldladyalsosaidallmymother

wishedwasformetoreplaceNtsikaasKing

andbringherbackasQueenMotherbutshe

waskilledbeforethat.Inevergottomeether



buttheoldwomantoldmeshespokeaboutme

everytime.Itshowsthatshelovedmebutshe

didnotknowthatIamstillalive.Ithoughtof

givinguptheplanbutIcarryhateafterIheard

whattheydidtomeandmymother.Theychose

himandwantedmetodiesoIshallmakehim

feelthepainIhavefeltallmydaysofliving.I

havebeenstalkingthemforyearswiththehelp

offriends.Friendswhoarenowexpecting

rewardsfortheirhelp.Ihadtolearnhiswayof

walking,speaking,laughingandalltheother

details.IttookalongtimebutIfinallymanaged

todoit.IhadNtsikatakentobekilledandI

replacedhim.ItseemsliketheyallbelievethatI

amhimbutIjustneedtokeepmytemperunder

controlbecauseitseemshewasofcalmnature.

Settlingintothislifeisdifficultbecausethis

Ndonidisgustsmeafterhearingwhatshehas

donethatledtomymother'send.Ialsodespise

XhantiandIshallmakehimpayfortryingto

havemekilledasaninfant.IsatwithXhanti



andBantu.

.

Me:IhavesomethingthatIneedtotellyou.

Xhanti:Speak,myKing.

Me:Iamtotakeasecondwifesoon(theyboth

lookedshocked)

Bantu:MyKing,youweretheonewhotoldme

thatyouarenevergoingtobeapolygamist

becauseitishowmanyKingsdie.Yousaidthat

notallthosewivesaretoholdakindheartso

youpreferonewifeonly.

Me:WhenhaveIspokesuchfoolishwords?

Bantu:Sincewewerejustyoungboys. 

Me:WellyoushouldhaveslappedmewhenI

saidit.ItisonlyfittingforaKingtohavemany

wives.

Xhanti:Thishascomewithshockbecauseyour

greatgrandfatherwasthelasttopractise



polygamy.Theancestorsmadehisotherwives

barrenandonlyblessedthewombofthefirst

wifeandthatiswhywehavesincestoppedthe

practise.Whatistheuseofhavingmanywives

whoareofnobenefit?

Me:WellIcannotliveaccordingtothefearsof

manyyearsago.AllthewivesthatImarryareto

beasfruitfulasNdoniyananzi.Ihaveseen

maturemaidensamongsKingSipho's

daughters.Sendnegotiatorsto

Bomubuphambiliatonce.

Xhanti:Itisnottobethatsimple.Youneedto

getblessingsfromyourQueenandwehaveto

talktoherfamilyfirst.Whydoyouriskthegreat

alliancewehavewithZwelihle?

Me:Ihavespoken,letitbedone.SurelyXolo

knowsthatanAfricanmanisallowedmore

thanonewife. 

Babtu:Haveyouthoughtaboutwhatthisisto

dotoyourQueen?



Me:Youareadvisorofthebusinessofthe

KingdomandnotofwhatIdoinmyprivate

space.Knowyourplace.

.

Icouldseethattheyhavebothbeencaughtoff

guardbutIcarenot.SoonthisQueenisgoing

tobefatandIdesirehernot.Iwishforthe

maidenthatIsawinmyquest.Xhantihad

Ndoniyamanzicalledintotellherthenews.She

walkedinandgreeted.

.

Ndoni:Youhavecalled,father.

Xhanti:Ihave,deardaughterbecausewehave

importantthingstodiscuss.Firstmyapologies

forthis,Idonotwishforthistohappen.Youare

tokno...

Me:Iamtakingasecondwifesoon(Icuthim

shortandhereyeswidened)

Ndoni:Why? 



Me:Becauseanothermaidenhascaughtmy

heart.

Ndoni:Ishallnotgiveblessingstosuch! 

.

Shestoodinarushandwalkedout.Shemade

ourwaytoourchamberandIfollowedher.I

closedthedoorbehindmeandlockedit.

.

Me:Iamtotakeasecondwife,whetheryoulike

itornot.

Ndoni:Overmydeadbody!YouthinkthatIam

toallowsuch.Yourmaidenistoregrettheday

sheistosetfootinmyhouse. 

Me:Doyounotwishtoseemehappy?Your

bodyisnotasitwasandIdonotwishtoseeit.

Thatmaidenisyounganduntouchedandshe

makesmedesireher!(shestartedtocry)

Ndoni:Youaretheonewhotouchedmeand

mademeimpure,Ntsika.Mybodyisnotthe



samebecauseithascarriedyourheirandis

nowcarryingyoursecond.Youarean

ungratefulpig!Idonotknowwhatthismaiden

hadfedyoubutitmakesmehateyousomuch.

Youdisgustme,filthyexcuseofaman.I

thoughtthatyouareakindmanbutitseems

youwaitedtoshowyourtruecolours.

Me:Youaretospeakwithmewithrespect!(I

heldherbyhercheeksaggressively)

Ndoni:Orwhat?(herbeaststretchedatthe

doorandIletgo)

Me:Weshallspeakaboutthisoncewehave

calmed.Youaretoopenthedoorandorder

yourbeasttocalm.

Ndoni:Youhaveturnedintosuchacowardand

Istandshamedtocallyoumyhusband.You

deservetohaveMbalekiattackyourightnow

butIdonotwishformysontogrowupwithout

hisfather.Youhadbettergoandvomitallthat

poisonthatyouwerefedoryoustandtolose



everythingsoon.Nosecondbrideistostepfoot

inthishouseandyouknowthatwithoutmy

blessingnothingistocomefromit.

Me:Wearegoingtosee.IamtheKing.

Ndoni:Clearlynotthekindandsharpminded

onethatIonceknew.Youhaveturnedintoa

dumbfool.Theeldersonlyapproveasecond

wifeagainstthewishesofthefirstwhenthe

firstoneisbarren.Asyoucanseebarrenisone

thingthatIamnot.SolikeIhavesaid,your

desirablemaidenistocomehereonlywhenmy

heartbeatsnolonger.Dumbfoolofahusband.

GoneisthesoftNdoniyamanzithatyoumet

yearsago.Yourevilfamilyhasmademegrowa

thickskinandIshallnotallowyoutowalkover

me. 

Me:Getoutofmychamberanddonotreturn(I

clenchedmyjaw)

Ndoni:Withpleasure,Idonotwishtolienextto

filth.Idonotknowyouanymore,Ntsika.You



promisedtonothurtmebutyouhavebeen

doingsosinceyourreturn.Thismaidenmust

besomethingspecialindeed. 

.

SheleftmestandingthereandtheangerthatI

heldinmewastoomuch.Sheorderedher

beasttogoaway.Iamtohaveherchainitupor

Iwillkillit.IhaveunderminedthisNdonivery

much.Itseemssheholdstrengthinheranditis

goingtocausetroubleformyplansbecause

sheisQueenandsheholdgreatpower.Ihave

togetasecondwifethatcancarrymyheirs.I

shallhavetofindawaytogetridofNtsika's

heirsandstartmyownbloodline.Icannothave

thisNdonistandinmyway.Shehasalready

noticedthatsomethingisnotrightwith"me"

andIcannothaveherfindout.MaybeIamtruly

tomakeherheartstopbeating.Sheisnowthe

onlyobstaclestandinginmyway.Icannot

haveaQueenwhotriestooutsmartme.Iletout

asoftscreamofangerandfrustration.Ineedto



remembertobekinderbecauseeveryoneis

goingtonoticethatIamanimposter.Atleast

NdonithinksthatIhavebeenbewitched.What

shedoesnotknowisthatI'mtrulyjustareplica

ofherhusbandandIcannotletherfindout

thatIamanimposterwhohashadtherealKing

killed.Ifanyonefindsout,I'masgoodasdead

evenifIamtrulyasoninthisfamily.Theson

thatwasmeanttobedrowned.Thepoor

commonersthatraisedmenamedmeLahliwe

(thrownaway)becausetheyfoundme

abandoned.Iwasmoreofaservanttothem

thenason.NowIamKingofoneofthebiggest

KingdomsandIshallkillanyonewhodarestry

andtakeitawayfromme.

[03/02,16:48]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi
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.



#Ndoni

AbigpartofmewantedtoorderMbalekito

giveNtsikaafewscratchesforwhatheisdoing

tome.HowcanIhurthimwhenIstilllovehim

somuch?Hewishesforasecondwifebuthe

promisedtoneverturnintoapolygamist.My

KinghasturnedintoamonsterandIfearthatit

mightgetworse.Whatcouldthismaidenhave

givenhim?IaskedZiphotopleasecarefor

Kamvauntilmyangerhascalmed.Ilaidinmy

prince'schamberandmotherwalkedin.

.

Me:MyQueen,Iamuselesscompanyatthe

moment.(Isaidsoftly)

Mother:Whatseemstobethematter,my

blossom?Iheardthechaosfromafarand

Kamvagotafright.

Me:Hewishesforasecondwife,mother.(I

startedtocryagain)



Mother:OhNdoni,thatisterriblenews.What

arehisreasons?

Me:Hesaidthathenolongerdesiresmeand

seekstheuntouchedbodyofamaidenhesaw

whileonhisjourney.

Mother:Thepigistheonewhotouchedyou

firstandlast.Howdareheinsultyousomuch?I

amtohaveawordwithhimatonce(shestood

andIstoppedher)

Me:Leavehim,myQueen.IfhethinksthatIam

goingtoblesstheirunionthenheclearlyholds

noknowledgeofwhoItrulyam.Ihavebeenlike

thisfamily'smatforsolongbutIneverthought

thatNtsika'sfeetwouldalsobetheonestrying

towalkalloverme. 

Mother:Didhehurtyou?(Ikeptquiet)

Mother:Ishallnotaskyouagain,Ndoniyamanzi.

(shesaidinasternvoice)

Me:Heshowedaggression.Heheldmyjawso



tightly,Ithoughtitwasgoingtocrack. 

Mother:Yourfatheristohearaboutthisatonce.

IamgoingtosendourguardstoZwelihle

becauseIamnotleavingyoualonehere.

Me:No,fathercannotknowaboutthis.You

knowthatheissuretobreakNtsika'sbones. 

Mother:Wehavenothonouredthishousewith

youasadaughteronlytoseeyousuffer,Ndoni.

Me:Iamnotsuffering.Somethingisnotright

withNtsika.Itismydutyasthewomanhe

lovestosavehim.Isuspectthattheymight

havebewitchedhim.

Mother:HasShibanotcommunicatedwith

you? 

Me:Ihavelearnttobepatient,mother.Sheisto

communicatewhenitisneededforhertobutI

cannotwaituntilthen.Ihavetogetthepoison

theyfedmyhusbandout.Permissiontohave

NcedicometotheKingdom. 



Mother:ShehasgonewithBukhosionan

importantduty,myblossom.Donotfear,weare

tothinkofaplansoon.Ifhelayshishandson

youagain,Ishallhavehimpaydearly.Youdo

notneedallofthisheartacherightnow,youare

carryingachild.

Me:Henolongerseemstocareaboutthechild

IcarrynoraboutKamva. 

.

Wesatandtalkedandmotheristruly

concerned.Idonotwishtoinvolvemyfather

yetbecauseIfearhisfurry.Aguardtoldme

thatIamneededintheguestchamberbecause

wehaveguests.Thishasbetternotbeabout

Ntsika'smaiden.Istoodandmademyattire

properandleftfortheotherchamber.Ntsika

alreadyseatedandIfeltdisgustandpityallat

thesametimewhenIlookathim.Isatinmy

chairnexttohimashebegun.Hetoldmewho

theguestisandfromwhereheisfrom. 



.

Guest:Mythanksforallowingmetimetospeak,

myKingandQueen.Iknowthatyouaretruly

busypeop...

Ntsika:Gettothepoint(Ilookedathimand

shookmyhead)

Guest:Ofcourse,yourhighness.Ihavecome

withanewtradingdealbusiness.(Ntsikasatup)

Ntsika:Nowyouspeakmylanguage.Whattype

trading?

Guest:Thetradeofslaves.(Istood)

Me:UmhlabaOchumileyodoesnottradein

humanlives.Youarenotthefirsttoofferthis

andouranswerstillremains.Wearenotslave

traders!(Ishoutedattheman)

Ntsika:Itsoundslikeagooddealtome.

Me:Areyoumad?Youknowhowhardwehave

foughtthesekindsofdealsoff.People

threateningtoburnourKingdombecausewe



didnotagreebutweneverchangedourminds.

Whynow?

Guest:Wearetotakethebeggarsandorphans.

Surelynooneistomissthem.

Me:Donotinsultmeinmyownhouse!What

partofwedonotdealinhumanlivesdidyou

notunderstand.Idonotcarehowwhatlifea

personlivesbutIstillsaythatwedonottrade

humanbeings. 

Ntsika:MyapologiesformyQueen'sbehavior.

Sheispregnantsoshethinkswithheremotions

andnothermind.Wearetothinkaboutthis

dealandmeetupwithyouagain.

Me:TrustmewhenIsaythatyouarenotgoing

tomeetupagainbecausethisdealisnotgoing

tohappen.Nowgetoutofmyhouse.

Guest:Itissuretobringgreatwealthtoyo...

Me:Isaidgetoutofmyhousebeforeyoulose

youreyetomycheetah.(hestoodandleft)



Ntsika:Areyoudumb?Didyounothearhim

speakofgreatwealth.

Me:Ihavebeenfightingthistradefortoolong

tohaveyoumessitup.Mypeoplearenotgoing

tobeprisonerswhileinnocentbecauseofyour

newfoundgreedyheart. 

Ntsika:MustyoualwaysgoagainstwhatIsay?

Me:Weusedtoagreeonmostthingsbecause

youusedtobeamanwholistenedtoadvise

giventohimbutnowyouarepowerhungry.

Thatsamecurseyourbrotherhadandlook

whereheendedup.

Ntsika:Speakingaboutwhereheendedup.Ido

nottrustyourbeast.Ihavespokentotheelders

andyouaretochainthatdemonupincaptivity

orheissuretobekilled.

Me:Scaredthatshemightripthatcoldheart

youholdfromyourchest?

Ntsika:Ifearnothing.Theroyalcouncilhas



agreedwithme.Youletawildanimalwatch

overoursonatnightandtheydonotlikeit.

Me:Thesamewildanimalthatsavedthelifeof

theirheirmanyyearsagobecausetheyfailed

to. 

Ntsika:Thechoiceisyours.Chainheruporsee

herdie.Iwantitdonebysunset.

Me:Youarehurtingyourson,Ntsika.Kamva

lovesMbalekiandcannotsleepifsheisnot

besidehim.Donotdothis,Ibegofyou.Hurt

mebecauseIseeyourheartholdsnofeelings

formeanymorebutdonothurthim.

Ntsika:Ohyouholdtheabilitytobeg?WellIdo

notcare.AllIknowisthatIwishforthatbeast

tobeoutofmyhouseonewayoranotherand

youaretochoosethatwaybysunset.

Me:MyKing,whathashappenedtoyou? 

Ntsika:Andyouhavebetterapproveofthe

secondwifeorIamgoingtogetyououtofthis



Kingdomtoo,onewayoranother.

Me:Youtrickedmeintothinkingthatyouarea

goodmanbutyouhidyourtrueselfwell.Ihave

neverthoughtIwouldutterthesewordstoyou

butIwill.Ihateyou,Ntsika. 

Ntsika:Goawayandleaveme.Ihaveimportant

matterstothinkabout.Likemycoming

weddingandtheslavetradedeal.

Me:BothofwhichyouareonlytogetonceI

havemetmyend.EventhenIshallhauntyou.I

amnotgoingtoliedownlikeadeadrotten

animal.Iamgoingtofightyou.

Ntsika:Ifmakingyoumeetyourendistheonly

waytogetwhatIwantthenperhapsthatisthe

planIshouldconsider.Idonotwantyou.Your

body,yourfaceandjustallofyoudisgustsme.

(Ifeltasharpstinginmyheart)

Me:Whyhaveyoubecomesocruel?

Ntsika:BecauseIfinallyseethewhorethatyou



trulyare.Justasmymotherdid.Is

Kamvalesizweevenmyheir?Helooksnothing

likeme.(Islappedhim)

Me:Donotdareinsultmelikethatagain!

Ntsika:IcandoasIwish!

.

HeslappedmesohardthatIlandedonthe

floor.Ntsikahasneverlaidahandonmebefore

andIhaveneverimaginedthathewould.Heleft

inahurryandBantuwalkedinandhelpedme

up.

.

Bantu:Areyouwell,myQueen?

Me:Iamwell,warrior.Donotfear.Whereis

Kamva?

Bantu:PlayingwithThandoinourhome.My

apologiesforthis.Idonotknowthemanwho

nowcallshimselfmyfriend.



Me:Excuseme,warrior.Mythanksforhelping

meuponmyfeet.

.

Iwalkedoutquickly,almostrunningbecauseI

amholdingbacktears.IwenttoKamva'sroom

andmytearscamefloodingout.Afteralong

whileIwokeupwithsoreeyes.IwenttoXhanti

tohearabouttheissueofMbalekiandhesaid

thatitistrue.Thecouncilhaveagreedtoridof

her,eitherbycaptivityordeath.Ichoseneither

ofthoseoptions.IletKamvaplaywithMbaleki

forthelasttimeandevenallowedhimtoclimb

onherbackwithoutshoutingathim.Afterhe

wasdoneIwalkedwithhertotheroyalgate.I

knelttoherlevelandlookedintothosekind

eyes.Tearsfilledmyeyes.

.

Me:Myapologiesladycheetah.Icouldnotfight

foryoutostay.Icannotletyourotinchainsor

diebecauseofme.Youarenowfreetogoand



bewithyourkind.YouareaskilledhuntersoI

knowyoushallservice.Mythanksforyourkind

deedsbutIhavetoletyougo. 

Mother:Thisiscrazy!Thesepeoplehavejust

spatonthewaysofZwelihle(shesaidbehind

me)

Me:Idonotwishtofight.Nowgo,Mbaleki.You

arefreetogonow(shehidherfaceinmyneck

andgrowled)

Mother:Sheknowsonlyyou,Ndoni.Toherit

feelsthesameashavinghermotherrejecther.

IshallhavetheguardstakehertoZwelihle.

Me:Iwanthertobefree.GoMbaleki,itisan

order!.(Isaidinasternvoice)

Mother:Sheissoontoreturn.Iamgoingback

toZwelihleandIamtakingyouandKamvawith

me.Yourfatheristoknowaboutallofthisbad

treatmenttheygivetohisonlyPrincess.Iam

notaskingyou,Ndoniyamanzi.Itisanorder

fromyourmother.



Me:Theyshallnotallowmetogowiththeirheir.

Mother:Xhantiiswiseenoughtoknowthat

yourfatherisnottobeangered.(sheleftme)

.

IwatchedasMbalekislowlymovedawayfrom

me.Shekeptonlookingbackandmyheart

wouldfeelpain.Shelookedatmeonelasttime

beforesheranasfastasshecan.Mybeautiful

ladycheetah.Istoodandfoundmotherseated

withXhanti,Ntsikaandelder.Igreetedandsat.

.

Mother:Iamnotgoingtobeataroundthebush.

Iamtakingmydaughterandgrandsonwithme

toZwelihle. 

Elder:Theynowbelongtothisfamily.Youhave

norighttodoit.

Mother:Lawallowsmeto.Yoursonhasbeen

hittingmydaughter.Iamtogowiththemand

tellmyhusbandwhatisgoingonhere.Achild



cannotbeseparatedfromit'smotherso

Kamvalesizweistogowithus.Theeldersof

ZwelihlearetocomeherewithmyKingand

discussthisissuewithyouall.Ihavenotgiven

birthtomydaughteronlytohaveherdieinthe

handsofyourcowardson.

Xhanti:Isthistrue,Ntsika?Haveyouraised

yourhandtoyourQueen.?(helookeddown)

Ntsika:Angerovertookmybody,Father.Itisnot

tohappenagain.MyapologiestomyQueen. 

Mother:Youcangivethoseapologiesdirectly

totheKingofZwelihle.Infactwearenotthe

oneswhowillcometothissoil.Ifhehasfound

hissensesagainthenheistocometoZwelihle

withhispeopletoaskforforgiveness.Doyou

thinkwefearyou,Ntsika?

Ntsika:No,myQueen.

Elder:Whathasyourdaughterdonetoanger

oursonsomuch?



Xhanti:Donotanswerthatquestion,Nobu.

NtsikaholdsnorighttobeatuphisQueen.Iam

allowingyoutogowithKamvatothesoilof

yourpeople,deardaughter.Itshallsurelyteach

Ntsikaalessonandwewillcometoyourfather

toapologisesoon. 

Me:IhavealsonotgivenNtsikamyblessings

towedagainsothereistobenotalkor

arrangementsofmarriagewhileIamgone.

HopefullyIamtoreturntotheoldNtsika.

Mother:Itistoolatetotravelnow.Weareto

leaveatsunset.Iamshamedtocallyourson

mysoninlaw.Hebeatshispregnantwife.

Xhanti:TheQueencarriesanotherchild?

Me:IdofatherbutIdidnotwishforittobe

knownyet.

Xhanti:Youdarehitawomanwhocarriesagift

forus?Sies,Iamshamedtocalkyoumine.

Me:Father,Ialsoaskthatnobigdealsbedone



untilmyreturn.IasQueenneedtogiveinput

too. 

Xhanti:Asyouwish,myQueen. 

.

Ntsikastoodinangerandleftus.Idonotcare

whatbecomesofhim.IwenttogetKamva

fromZiphoandfoundherfeedingthem.She

gavemefoodalsoandwesatandate.Itoldher

thatIamtoleavebutnotthereasons.We

finishedandIthankedheragainandleft.I

bathedthePrinceandtriedtoputhimtosleep

buthewouldjustnotsettle.Hekeptoncrying

andsaying"Baleki"anditbrokemyheart.Ican

notcallherbackbecauseIdonotknowwhat

Ntsikaistodowhilesheishere.Hefinally

calmedandslept.Isleptnexttohimand

startedtocry.Howhasthishappenedso

quickly?Ifeellikeastrangerisinmyhusband's

body. 

.



.

.

#King Ntsika

IheardplentyofnoisearoundmebutIcould

notopenmyeyes.IfoughttoopenthemandI

finallydid.Myheadfeelssosore.Themanwho

satnexttomespoke. 

.

Him:Iseeyouarefinallyawake. 

Me:WhereamI? 

Him:YouareinBomubuphambili. Abouttobe

shippedawaywiththenextslavesinafew

weeks.

Me:No,Iamnoslave.IamtheKingofUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.Ibegofyoutohelpme. 

Him:HowamItohelpyouwhenIfailtohelp

myself?

Me:Whyareweinchains? 



Him:Youarenolongerhumannow,wearenow

asgoodasanimalsthatitwhy.Youmusthave

reallyinjuredyourheadbadly.Youarenota

King.Youareslavenumber159.

Me:No,Iamnot.HowcanImeetwiththeKing?

Heknowsme. 

Him:DoyouthinkthattheKingcaresaboutyou?

Youwouldnotbehereifhecaredabout

commoners. 

Me:Iamnotacommoner.Iamthesonof

formerKingXhanti.MarriedtoQueen

NdoniyamanziwhohailsfromZwelihle(he

laughed)

Him:YouthinkthatIamtobelievethatyouare

wedtothedaughterofthegreatKingXolo?He

wouldhavesentwarriorsandbeastsalong

timeagotofreeyou.Getoutofthatcrazy

imaginationandacceptthatyouareaslave.A

nobodywhoisabouttogotoforeignlandsto

workforfreeandbebeatenuntildeath. 



Me:Iamnotslave.IamtheKingofUmhlaba

Ocgumileyo(Ishoutedatalllookedatme)

Him:Lookaroundbrother.Youarenot

surroundedbyroyalty.Youaresurroundedby

fellownewslaveswhowaitforabuyertocome

getthemlikeyouandI.Youaresuretogofast

becauseitseemsyouholdgreatphysical

strengthtogoworkforthemasters. 

.

Isatandfelttheheavychainaroundmyneck

andIshoutedinanger.Irememberbeinginmy

chamberhereasaguest.Iwastogotothe

negotiationsbutIclearlynevermadeit.Iknow

someonehitmyheadfrombehindbutIdonot

rememberanythingelse.Icannotbeaslave!

SurelymyentireKingdomislookingforme.My

QueenshallneverrestuntilIamhome.Isthis

theplanofKingSipho?IfitisthensurelyBantu

andfatherareheretoo.Ihavetomakethese

peoplerealisewhoIambeforeIgetsoldtoa



slavemaster.Ididnotagreetothisbusiness

becauseIknowthepainitcauses.Coulditbe

thepeopleofoneoftheslavedealsIhave

turneddownwhodidthis?Ihavetofindmyway

backtoNdoni.Shemustbeworriedsickabout

mywhereabouts.Howamgoingtotellthese

peoplethatIamnotslave159butKingNtsika

ofUmhlabaOchumileyo?Ishoutedin

frustrationasIlistenedtothebittercriesof

someoftheyoungmenIamcapturedwith.I

lookedatthepainanddefeattheyclearlyare

feelingandthisiswhyNdoniandIhavenever

agreedtobeapartofsuchadirtybusiness.

NowIamnotapartofthebusiness,Iamthe

businessbecauseIamtheproductthatthey

areabouttotrade.Iclosedmyeyesand

thoughtaboutNdoniandKamvaandIhopethat

theyarewell.Ihopesheisnotcapturedaswell.

Whatisgoingon?
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#Ndoni

Iopenedmyeyesandwasgreetedbythe

sleepingKamva.IcannotbelievethatNtsika

doubtsthatoursonishis.Kamvalooksmuch

likehim,allhehasthatresemblesmeisthebig

eyes.Ikissedhisheadandrememberedthat

myPrincesleptwithabrokenheart.Istoodto

getreadyformyjourneywithmothertomy

homesoil.Allthisnewsissurelygoingtoanger

theKingofZwelihle.Ihadbathingwaterbe

broughtinandIstartedtobathmyself.There

wasaknockonthedoorandIwrappedacloth

aroundmybodyandwenttoopen.It'smy

mother.

.

Mother:Greetings,mychild(shekissedmy



cheeks)

Me:Greeting,mother.Youaredressedalready.

Youmusthavewokenupreallyearly.

Mother:IdidbecauseIcannotwaittogetout

ofthismiserableplace. 

Me:Kamvahasnotevenopenedhiseyesyet,

myQueen. 

Mother:Donotfear,Ishallbathhimwhileheis

inhisslumber.

Me:Isthatevenpossiblewithoutwakinghim?

Hebecomesagrumpyprincewhenhissleepis

disturbed.(shelaughed)

Mother:Muchlikeyourfather.Iamnotgoingto

disturbhim,youshallsee.Ihavegentlehands

(welaughed)

Me:Iamnotgoingtodenythat.Iwillaskfor

morewarmwater. 

Mother:Getyourselfready.Iamgoingtohaveit

alldonemyselfsothatwecanfinishquickly. 



Me:Myheartfeelssoheavy,mother.Usually

NtsikabecomessadwhenwegovisitZwelihle

butnowhedoesnotseemtocare.Iknowthat

heisnolongerthekindmanthatIknowbutI

lovehim.Hehashurtmesomuchalready.Why

canInotforcemyhearttostoplovinghim? 

Mother:Itisnoteasytodictatetotheheart,my

blossom.Itisunderstandablethatyoustilllove

himbecauseheistheonlymanyourhearthas

lovedandheisthefatherofyourchildren. 

Me:Ihearyou,myQueen.Howdoyouthink

fatherisgoingtotakethenews? 

Mother:Heisnotgoingtobetherewhenwe

arrivebutheistobebacksoon.Ithinkyou

alreadyknowhowheisgoingtoreact. 

Me:Letusfinish,mother. 

.

SheindeedbathedKamvawithoutdisturbing

hisslumber.ThatisaskillthatIneedtolearn



quickly.Ipackedourattiresandwerereadyto

go.Xhantiaskedforustojoinhiminthe

morningfeast.Kamvawokeupandweallwent

tothemorningfeast. 

.

Xhanti:Greetings,dearQueens.

Mother:Sunrisegreetings,Xhanti. 

Me:Greetings,Father. 

Xhanti:Itsaddensmyheartthatyouareto

leaveussoon. 

Me:Ntsikahasgivenmenochoice,father.Ido

notknowthestrangerthathehasbecome.All

ofhimisdifferent.Whathappenedonthatsoil? 

Xhanti:Weweretreatedwellonthatsoil,my

Queen.Bantuistobewitnesstothat.Ithink

thatthismaidenhespeaksofmusttrulyhavea

seriousholdonhim. 

Me:Haveyouseenthismaiden? 



Xhanti:Siphohasmanydaughtersbecausehe

hasthreewives.Idonotknowwhichhespeaks

of. 

Ne:Somethinghappenedtomyhusbandon

thatsoil,thatIamsureof.Idonotknowwhat

happenedbutwhateveritishaschangedhim.

Helooksthinandmywarriorheldthebodyofa

manofstrength. 

Mother:Perhapstheyfedhimsomething.Weall

knowthatdarkmagicisathingthatexists.I

advicethatyoutakehimtoseeahealer.Iam

notbringingmydaughterbackhereunlesshe

haschangedhisways. 

Xhanti:Iamgoingtoaskthefamilyhealerto

come.Perhapsourancestorsaregoingtobe

abletoshedsomelightonthismatter.Ifhe

indeedhasbeenbewitcheditistoshowsoon.I

havealsonoticedthatheisdifferent. 

Kamva:Mada(Ilookedathim)

Me:Yes,Kamva. 



Kamva:KamvawantsBaleki(myheartsank)

Me:Shehasgonetohuntforafewdays.Sheis

toreturnoncesheisveryfull.Doyou

understand,myprince?(henodded)

Mother:ComefinishyourfoodsothatMbaleki

canfindKamvafull.(hesmiled)

Kamva:Eatallfood. 

Xhanti:Yes,youngprince.Iamgoingtomiss

him.IstheKingnotgoingtojoinus? 

Me:Iholdnoknowledgeofthat,father.Idonot

thinkheisevenbotheredbyourdeparture.

KamvawearegoingtoZwelihle(Isaidina

cheerfulvoice)

Kamva:SeemoreBaleki's(hegiggled)

Mother:Tohimallthecheetah'sareMbaleki

(welaughed)

Xhanti:Youaretosendgreetingstoyourother

grandfather. 



Me:Pleaseexcuseme,Iamnotfeelingtoo

well. 

Xhanti:Isallwell? 

Me:Itisjusttheillnessthatcomeswith

pregnancy,Father.Alliswell. 

.

Iranoutandmademywaytothebushes

outsideanddidmybusiness.HowIhatethis

partofpregnancy!Icoveredallwithsoiland

wenttorinsemymouth.Iwaswalkingbackto

theeatingchamberusinganotherentranceand

Iheardnoise.AtfirstIthoughtthatitisthe

servantswhoarespeakingtoeachotherbutI

realiseditdoesnotsoundlikespeaking.It

soundslikethebedroompleasuresoundsandit

camefrommychamber.Iopenedthedoorand

foundNtsikahavingbedroomdealingswithone

oftheyoungservantmaidens.Iwassohurt

thatnosoundcouldcomefrommymouth.This

maidensawmeandjumpedup. 



.

Her:MyQueen(Ntsikalookedatme)

Me:Youarefilthy,Ntsika.Yougetoutofmy

chamberrightnow! 

.

Itookherbyherneckandledherout.Shewas

beggingmetonotshameherbyshowingallher

nakednessbutIdidnotgiveadamn.Allwho

weretheresawhershameandIledheroutof

theroyalhouse.Somewerelaughing,some

shockedbutIwasangryandhurt.Ilefther

thereandZiphocamewithafewslaps.Ididnot

havetimeforherIwantedtogofacethat

coward.Iwalkedbacktoourchamber.

.

Me:WhathaveIeverdonetoyou?

Ntsika:Yourefusetoletmehaveasecondwife

thatistosatisfymyneeds.SoIamgoingto

findotherwaystodoitbecauseyoufailto. 



Me:Youhaveturnedintoadirtybastard. 

.

Icouldseethathewasbecomingveryangry.

Hewassittingonthebednotsayingawordbut

hisjawisclenchingsomuchyou'dswearheis

chewingsomethingverysticky.Iwasfeelingso

hurtandbetrayedbythemanIthoughtloved

me.Hestoodfromthebedandhecovered

himself.NotquickenoughbecauseIsaw

something.Heisnotcircumcised,myhusband

iscircumcised!Theshockthatwentthroughmy

bodywastoomuch.IknewthatIcannottell

himthatIknow.HemightkillmeandIwantto

knowwheremyhusbandis,myrealhusband.

.

Imposter:Youaretospeaktomewithrespect!

(heshouted)

Me:Therespectyouspeakofistobeearned.I

willnotrespectsomeonewhoholdsnoregard

for...



.

HeslappedmebeforeIcouldfinishandI

landedonthefloor.Istoodquicklyandhedid

notgivemeachancetorunbecauseheheld

meupandthrewmeagainstthewall.Somuch

thatIfearedmyspinenightbebroken.He

wantedtowalktomeagainbutmothercamein

holdingaweaponandcuthisarm. 

.

Mother:Youhavejustmadethegreatest

mistakeofyourentirelife.Iamsuretomake

firerainonyou. 

Xhanti:Whathaveyoudone,Ntsika?Doyou

knowtheconsequencesofwhatyoujustdid?Is

itawaryouwishfor? 

Mother:Areyouwell,Ndoni. 

Me:IthinkIhavewetmyself.

.

Istartedtocryandsheliftedupmydress



slightly.ThewarmfluidIfeltrunningdownmy

thighsisnoturine,itisblood.Motheralso

startedtocryandwarriorBantucamerunning

andliftedmeuptoanotherchamber.Zipho

cameinwithacaretaker.MothertoldherthatI

ampregnantandshedidherjob. 

.

Her:Myapologies,myQueen.Yourbodywas

tooweaktokeepthebaby.

Me:WhereisKamva? 

Zipho:WithJongile. 

Me:Iaskthatyoupleasehavehimreadyto

leaveforZwelihle. 

Zipho:Asyouwish. 

Me:MotherIaskthatyoucallinwarriorBantu

andcaretakeryoumayexcuseus. 

Mother:Ishallgoatonce. 

.



Ifeltalotofphysicalpainbutthatpaindoes

notcomparetothepainI'mfeelingemotionally.

IamgoingtokillthismanwhoeverheisbutI

cannotbedumbaboutit.Theeldersshallnever

believemewhenIsaythatheisanimposter.

HeholdsthepowerofKingandtheknowledge

ofwheremyhusbandissoIamsuretoneed

myfather'shelpindealingwiththismatter.I

holdangerforNtsikabecauseIaskedhimnot

togotothatmeeting.Looknowhehasgiven

opportunitytoanimpostertoaccessourhome.

IfearthatevenhemightbedeadbutIamnot

goingtoinsultmywarriorlikethat.Heisout

thereandIneedfatherandwarriorBantu'shelp

tofindhim.Bantuwalkedinwithmotherand

closedthedoor. 

.

Bantu:Youhavecalled,myQueen.

Me:Mythanksforcomingsosoon,warrior.

WhatIamabouttotellyoubothistoremain



betweenthethreeofus.IknowthatIcantrust

mymotherbutcanItrustyou,warrior?

Bantu:Youcan,myQueen.Igiveyoumy

promise. 

Me:Weholdanimposter.Thatmaninthereis

notmyKing. 

Bantu:Ihavebeensuspectingthat,myQueen.

Thismanholdsnomemoriesofourchildhood

norofourtimesinbattle.WhenIwouldaskhim

hesaysthathehasforgotten.Ntsikaisalways

theonewiththesharpestmindanddoesnot

forgeteasily.

Mother:Isitnotwisetotelltheelders?

Me:Youheardwhatelderaskedwhenwetold

himthattheirsonbeatsme.Hewantedtoknow

whatIhaddonetotheirsontomakehimlike

that.Theyarenotgoingtobelievemeand

mightevensendmetocaptivityforinsanity.We

needfather'sadviceonthis.Bantu,youareto

beourearsandeyeshere.Heissuretoslipup



andrevealthings.IshallnotrestuntilmyKing

returnshomewhetherheisdeadoralive. 

Mother:Ndoni,letyourfatherdealwiththis.

Youneedtorecover. 

Me:Iamgoingtorecoveroncemyhusbandis

home.MyheartisonlytofindpeaceonceI

havekilledthisimposter. 

Mother:Youarenokiller.

Me:Hekilledmychild,mother.Iamgoingto

makehimpayforitbutIfirstneedfather's

resourcestofindmyKing.

Bantu:Startwhereitallbegunat

Bomubuphambili. Yourfather'snameisfeared,

myQueen.HavehimgoandseetheKingthere. 

Me:Youareright,warrior.Iamgoingtokillall

whoareinvolvedinthis.Noonemesseswith

myheartlikethis.Mother,wearetogoatonce.

Warrioryouaretotellusanythingthatyouthink

mightbeimportant,especiallythewordshe



utterswhenheisdrunk. 

Bantu:Asyouwish,myQueen.Wearegoingto

findtheKingandbringhimhome. 

Mother:Restyourbodyabit. 

Me:Iamtorestwhenthatpigthatcallshimself

myhusbandisdead.Wehavewastedenough

time.Letusgo. 

.

Bantuleftusandmotherhelpedmegetdecent

forourjourney.IknowthatIamnottotravelin

thisconditionbutIcannotwastetime.The

moretimeIwastethechancesoffindingmy

Ntsikaareslim.WhereareyoumyKing?This

imposterhadmoreguardssurroundinghis

damncoward.Mother,KamvaandIleftfor

Zwelihle.Itfeelsasifsomeonestabbedmy

heartandletitbleedfrominside.Ntsikaisto

comehometothebadnewsandIknowthatit

isgoingtobreakhisheart.Iamgoingtosearch

allofBomubuphambilievenifIhavetotakeall



thewarriorsofZwelihlewithme.Surely

someonehasseensomethingsuspicious.

Motherlookedatmewithconcerntheentire

way.IjustkeptsilentbecauseIamtryingto

thinkofasolidplan.Whereareyou,myKing?

Pleasejustgivemeasignthatyourheartstill

beatswhereveryouare.Tearsrolleddownmy

cheeksandIwipedthemoffquickly.

.

.

.

#Ntsika

Ourcapturestookoffthechainstoletusgo

andworkonthefarms.Wehavebeenhereall

daywithoutfoodorwater.Thesunisburning

ourskinssomuch.AguardcameandIstopped

working.

.

Guard:Whogaveyoupermissiontostop



working?(heshouted)

Me:Youaretowatchyourtonewhenyouspeak

tome! 

Guard:Orelsewhat,slave?(hehitmewitha

stickonmyback)

Me:Comedownfromthathorseandfightme

likearealman,coward.Iamgoingtokillyou

withmybarehands.Iamnotgoingtocontinue

withyourfilthyworkuntilyougiveuswaterto

drink.(Isatdown)

.

IcouldseethatIhaveangeredhimalotso

muchsothatIfeltmoreblowshitmyback.

Anotherguardcameandstoppedhim.

.

Guard2:Areyoucrazy?Youknowthatweare

nottoharmthestrongones.Theystillneedto

dotheotherjob.(heshouted)

Guard1:Heistobetaughtmanners.Ihave



nevermetsuchadisrespectfulslave. 

Me:Thatisbecauseyouarenotstanding

beforeaslave.IamaKingandoncemypeople

findmeyouaregoingtopayforthistreatment.

Iamnotgoingtodoanotherjobforyou. 

Guard2:Donotworry,youaresuretoenjoythis

job(helaughed)

Me:Idemandwaterformeandallthesepeople.

Whileyouareatit,IdemandtoseeyourKing

(theylaughed)

Guard1:Theonlythingyouaretoachievefrom

thisbehaviorofyoursishaveyourselfkilledor

soldquicker. 

Guard2:Givethemwaterbeforetheycollapse.

Wecannothavethatorwearesuretobein

trouble. 

.

Theyindeedgaveuswaterandpiecesofbread.

Mybackissorebutnottoomuch.Alltheones



thatlookedgreatinphysicalstrengthwere

chaineduponceagain,myselfincluded.The

chainsranfromournecks,tothehandsallthe

waytoourfeet.Theyindeedareheavy.We

weregivenwatertobathandweretoldthatwe

aretodoournextjob.Iwassoconfusedasto

whatitis.Weweretakentotents.Eachtoa

separateone.Ienteredandfoundagrassmat

inthecenterandwasorderedtogoinandwait.

Isatandamaidenwalkedin. 

.

Her:Greetings,mynameisNosandiso.Iam

assignedtoyou.

Me:Idonotunderstand,mylady.Assignedto

dowhat? 

Her:Youhaveshowngreatphysicalstrength

andthathasmadethemchooseyouto

impregnateme.Allchildrenbornherearetobe

slavesandtheychoosestrongmentopasson

thatgenetothenextgenerationofslaves. 



Me:AreyoutellingmethatIamexpectingto

sleepwithyousoyoucancarrymychild?A

childthatistobedeemedaslavethesecondit

isborn. 

Her:Wearegoingtogetintodeeptroublewhen

wedonotdoit. 

Me:Iwouldrathertheytorturemetodeaththen

doit.Iamnotaslave.IamtheKingofUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.IamnotgoingtohurtmyQueenby

bringingillegitimatechildrentoourhouse.Get

dressedandleave,mylady. 

Her:Idonotwishtodothiseitherbecausemy

heartbelongstosomeoneelsebutwearenever

togetoutofhere. 

Me:Iamsuregoingtogetoutofhere. 

Her:Ihaveaplantohelpusboth.Letus

pretendlikewearedoingit.Makealltheright

noisestoletthemthinkthatwearedoingit.

Me:IcarenotwhatyoudobutIamtellingyou



thatnoseedofmineistoenteryourbody.

.

Shelookedatmedisappointed.Idecidedtogo

alongwithherplanandpretendedtobeone

withthismaiden.Itisthemostdegradingthing

thatIhaveeverbeenaskedtodo.Idonotcare

iftheykillmeiftheyfindout.Idesirenoother

ladyandespeciallynotinthesedisgusting

circumstances.Mybodybetrayedmebecause

mkhontoreactedtoseeinghernakedbodybutI

didnotgiveintoitall.Shewetthecloththat

wasinthetenttomakeitseemasifshehadto

useittomakeusdecentagain. 

.

Me:Iaskthatyoudonotbecomeoffendedby

myrejection,mylady.Youareoftruebeauty

butIalreadyhavemyQueenathome.Sheholds

myheart.Sheistrulybeautifulwithbiginnocent

eyesthatmakemeweak.Skinthatisassweet

andsmoothashoneyandascentthatIam



trulyaddictedto. 

Her:Itakenooffense.Youmusttrulyloveher.

(Ismiled)

Me:MyheartbeatsformyNdoni.Shecarries

oursecondchildandIamgoingtomakesure

thatIamhomebythetimeishastogivebirth.I

amgoingtofightuntilIgetoutofthisplacesoI

canbewithmywifeandson.

Her:Congratulations onyoursecondchild.Are

youtrulyaKing? 

Me:Yes,butIcannotproveitbecausenoone

believesme.Mypeoplearetocomeverysoon. 

Her:Iaskthatyoupleasefreemeaswell,my

King.Ihaveleftmyveryoldgrandmotheralone

andIamworriedsickabouther.Iaskthatyou

havemefreedonceyourpeoplecomeforyou. 

Me:Wearetobefreesoon,mylady.Ipromise

you.(thecurtainopened)

Guard:Areyoutwoplottinganescape?



Her:No,wearejusttryingtogettoknoweach

othersincewearetospendmoretimetogether.

Guard:Donottakemeforafool.Ihaveheard

whatyoujustsaidaboutbeingfree.(heslapped

her)

Me:Youdareraiseahandonalady,bloody

coward. 

.

Ishoutedandwentforhim.Ipunchedhim

multipletimesuntilhisfaceandmyfistswere

coveredinblood.Ifeltpeoplepullatmeand

puttingthechainsbackon.Theydraggedmeto

opengroundandtheyallhitmeatonce.Each

blowstungbecauseIonlyworethecloth

wrappedaroundmywaist.Bunchofcowards

cannotfightmefairlywithoutthesechains.I

amgoingtomakethewholelotpay.Theybeat

meupandputmeinacoldchamberbymyself.

IthoughtofNdoniandfearedthatshemight

alsobecapturedandistobeusedatabreeding



machineofyoungslavessoon.WhyhaveInot

seenfatherandBantu?Whatiftheyhavebeen

killed?Whyhasnoonecomeformeyet?Itcan

onlybebecausetheyarecapturedorkilled.I

feltasharpstinginmyheartasIthoughtof

thosetwopossibilities.Icannotdie,notbefore

IknowwheremyQueen,Princeandfamilyis.I

havetospeaktoKingSiphosomehow.Iknow

thattheyarenotgoingtokillmebecauseIama

"qualityslave"suretobringingoodrewards.I

havetofindawayhomebeforethebuyersset

footonthissoilbecauseonceI'msold,Iam

nevergoingtobeabletoprovemytrueidentity.

Iamsuretobeslave159foreverifIdonotfind

awayout.Iaskformyancestorstokeepme

safeandaliveuntilIgohome.Evenifitisjust

toseeNdoniyamanziandKamvaonemoretime

andalsotomeetourunbornchild.
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#Lahliwe

Dayshavegonebysincemybrother'sbridehas

leftthishouse.SuddenlytheairIbreathefeel

morefresher.Iamstillplanningtogetridofher

soon.Ihavealreadygottenridoftheunborn

heirshecarriedandsoonIamgoingtogetrid

oftheonewholives.IcannotallowNtsika's

bloodlinetobefutureKing.Iaminmychamber

withamaidenservant.Neverinmylifehaveso

manymaidensallowedmetohavethem.The

doorflungopenandwejumpedup.

.

Xhanti:Iamsickofyourbehavior,Ntsika!(he

shouted)

Me:Idemandthatyouatleastshowmethe

respectthatIdeserve.Thisismyprivate

chamber! 



Xhanti:Youarebusybeingawhoreofaman

whileyouneglectthebusinessofyourKingdom.

YouhaveletNdoniyamanzigoandIpromise

youthatyouarenevertofindsuchaladyagain.

Youhavekilledyourownchild!Youhavenow

gonetoofar. 

Me:IamKingandIcangoasfarasIwish.

Ndoniisawomanwhotriestooutsmarther

ownhusband.Sheistoblameforlosingthat

childbecauseherattitudeangeredme. 

Xhanti:Herindependentmindisoneofthe

thingsthathavecapturedyouinthefirstplace.

Youusedtolovehowsheis. 

Ntsika:WellthemaidenIhavemadeapromise

todoesnotbacktalkwhenIspeak.Shehas

beentaughttobesubmissiveasawomanis

expectedto.

Xhanti:YouwereluckytofindaQueenwhois

smart,kind,loveandrespectful.Acombination

youarenevergoingtofindagain.Mostmen



begtheirancestorsforsuchaladybutnever

findsuchluck.Youdonotknowthemessyou

havecaused.Xoloisnotgoingtotakethislying

down.Doyourememberhowhealmostmade

youmeetyourend?Nexttimeyouaresurenot

tobekuckybecauseyouhaveangeredtheone

personwhowasabletoprotectyoufromhim.If

Ihavetogiveyouuptopreventawarwith

ZwelihlethenIamsuregoingto.

Me:Youarewillingtogiveupyourownsonto

bekilledtosavethisKingdom? 

Xhanti:Youarenotmyson.Mysoniswiseand

doesnotmakefoolishdecisions.Mysonwould

notbeatuphiswifeever,especiallywhileshe

carriedhischild.Idonotknowwhatthat

maidenhasdonetoyoubutIamtofindout

today.Getdressedbecausethehealerisgoing

tobeheresoon.Stopstickingyourmanhoodin

everymaideninthisKingdomanddoas

expectedofyou.BetheKingofthissoilorrisk

havingyourtitlestripped. 



Me:Isthatathreat?

Xhanti:Itisapromise.Youunderminethe

powerthatIstillholdinthisKingdom.Get

dressedatonce. 

Me:Iamnotgoingtomeetupwithyourhealer

onlytohaveyoubewitchme.Nowgetoutofmy

chamberatonce. 

.

Heleftandclosedthechamberdoor.Iletouta

shoutinfrustrationandfeltthismaiden'ssoft

handaroundmyneckandcalmed.Ibecame

onewithheragainandagain.Xhantineedsto

bedealtwith.Heisright,heholdspowerto

dethroneme.Allheneedsisenoughvotesfrom

theroyalcouncil.Itseemsmyangerismoreof

aproblemthanIrealised.Soonmanyaregoing

towonderwherethesuddenshorttemper

comesfrom.Ihavenotgivenmuchattentionto

theKingdom'sbusinessesbecauseIfailto

understandhowitallworksandIcannotask



forhelpeitherbecausetheyknowthereal

Ntsikaholdsgreatknowledgeofeverything.I

gottoldthatIhaveaguestanditisan

importantone.Igotupandgotdressed.Iwent

totheguestchamberandalmostgotafright.It

isthePrinceofBomubuphambili, Ngxaki

(Trouble).

.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere? 

Ngxaki:Ihavebeenwaitingforyoutobringyour

endofthedeal,Lahliwe. 

Me:Donotcallmebythatname.Thewalls

haveears.Doyouwishforsomeonetohear

you? 

Ngxaki:Lookifyoudonotsticktothedealthen

Iamgoingtostandonthehighestmountain

andtellallwhoyoutrulyare.Ionlyagreedto

helpyouwiththisplanofyoursbecauseyou

promisedmeslavesonceyouareKing. 



Me:DoyouthinkthatIholdknowledgeofthat?

IknowIstandhereasNtsika'sreplacement

becauseofyourhelp.Iwishtoremainandsteal

hisidentityforeversoIshallnotdisappoint

you. 

Ngxaki:WhyhaveInothadmyslaves,"Ntsika".?

Me:Itseemslikehewasagainstthisideaso

hisQueenhasbeenmakingitdifficulttoforme

toapprovethedeal.

Ngxaki:Youletyourselfbedictatedbyawoman?

Apowerlesswoman? 

Me:Shehasgreatpowerhere,herhusband

madesureofthat. 

Ngxaki:Wellyouareherhusbandnowsomake

surethatthishappens.Doyouknowthewealth

Iamlosingbecauseofyou?Ifmyfatherfinds

outIhavehelpedyouridoftherealKing,Iam

suregoingtodie.IwishforyoutoremainKing

asmuch.asyoudobecauseitisgoingtohelp

usbothstayalive.Nooneistoeverfindout



aboutthis. 

Me:Youarenottocomehereagain.Whathave

youdonewiththerealKing?Ihopeyouhave

killedhim. 

Ngxaki:Donotworryyourselfaboutthat.Heis

nevergoingtobotherusagain.Iamtosend

negotiatorsonceagainandthistimeyouareto

approvethedeal.AreweclearLahliwe? 

Me:Donotcallmethat?(Ishoutedinanger)

Ngxaki:Youaretospeaktomewithrespect!I

holdpowertodestroyyou. 

Me:Ifyoudestroyme,youdestroyyourself.You

aresuretopaythepriceifyourfatherfindsout

thatyourunasecretslavetraderightunderhis

nose. 

Ngxaki:Andthepuppylearnshowtobark.You

barkdoesnotscareme,Lahliwe.Donotdare

getonmywrongside!Sayyestothetradein

thenextmeetingandgivememyslaves.Ihave



passedaniceorphanagefullofmaidensonmy

wayhere.Idonotholdenoughslavemaidens

andIamsuretohavemypickthereonceyou

giventheagreement.(therewasfiddlingatthe

door)

Me:Gobeforeanyoneseesyouhere.

Ngxaki:Fearnot,coward.Yourfathersawus

togetheratmysoilwhenyouvisited.TohimI

amadearfriendofyoursandIamaguestfora

dayortwo. 

Me:Darenotraiseanysuspicions.Stopcalling

meLahliwe.IamnowKingNtsikaofthissoil

(helaughed)

Ngxaki:YouwishbutIwillletyoubelieveit

becauseIneedyouinpower.Ihavemetthereal

Kingandyoustillhavealongwaytobeinglike

him. 

Me:Donotinsultme. 

Ngxaki:JustrewardmewithwhatIwant.Do



youhaveanyideahowdifficultitwastomake

thisplanarealityforyou?Ihadtoconvincemy

father,infactbeghimtoinviteUmhlabaforthe

saltdealbecausehewantedourKingdomtodo

italonethenyouspatinhisfacebyrefusingit

duetoyourguttergreed.Youaretomakeupfor

itbymarryingoneofmysisters.Iamthesonof

thethirdwifesomysisterandIarenotseenas

trulyimportant.Ifshemarriesintosucha

strongKingdomsheissuretogettherespect

shedeserves.Iwantallofitdonesoon. 

Me:Iamgoingtoensurethatitisdone. 

.

ItseemseventhisNgxakiisgoingtobea

problem.Heistheonlyonewhoknowsmytrue

secretandIfearheisgoingtomisusethat

power.HissisterisnotevenbeautifulbutIdo

nothaveachoice.XhantiseemstolikeNgxaki,

ifonlyheknewwhatanevilmanhetrulyis.

Theyhavebothwalkedtheroyalgroundsas



XhantiaskedforNgxakitogiveapologiesfor

turningdownthedealonceagain.Isoonhave

tolearnhowtobeaKingwhobringsbusiness

infortheKingdomandkeepitprosperous.Ido

notknowhowIamtodothatbecauseIcannot

readproperly.IalsohavetogotoZwelihleand

askforfakeforgivenessbecauseIfeelno

remorseforwhatIhavedone. 

.

.

.

#King Ntsika

Iwasworkinginthehotsononceagainand

todayIdecidedtostayoutoftrouble.Ihave

triedtobegtheguardstoallowmetoseethe

KingbutIhavebeenfailing.ThemaidenIam

meanttoimpregnatehasbeenaskingmeabout

whenweareleavingnonstop.Ifearthatsheis

goingtothinkthatIamlyingtoherandendup

tellingtheguardsthatIhavenothadherallthis



time.ThegentlemanthatspoketomewhenI

firstwokeupworkedclosertome. 

.

Him:Doyoustillwishtoescape?(hewhispered)

Me:Pardon? 

Him:Doyoustillwishtoescapeornot? 

Me:MyplanwastomeettheKingandhavehim

knownwhathispeoplehavedonetome. 

Him:Stopbeingafool!Comefromyour

imaginativeroyalfantasies.WeareslavesandI

haveaplantogetaway. 

Me:Dowenotriskgettingcaughtandbeing

killed?.

Him:Slaveryisnoluxury.Iwouldratherrisk

dyingonmyancestorssoiltheninthehandsof

amasterinforeignland.Areyoutocomeornot?

Guard:Whyarethetwoofyouwhisperinglike

witchesatnight? 



Me:Youaresuretoknowhowwitcheswhisper

atnightbecauseyourmothermustbeone(I

lookedathimintensely)

Guard:Youareluckytobeoneofthe"good

quality"slavesorIwouldhavekilledyouright

now.

Me:Idareyoutoputdownyourweaponsand

comeoffthathorseyouuseasashield.Come

useyourfitsandfightmelikeaman.Weshall

thenseewhoistodie.(heclenchedhisjawin

anger)

.

Welookedateachotherintenselyandhebroke

theeyescontactandlethishorsemove

forward.Thecowardnessofthesemen!The

manspoketomeagain. 

.

Him:Areyoucrazy?Wecannotescapewith

youifyoubringtoomuchattentiontoyourself. 



Me:Myapologies.Iamgoingtogowithyoubut

Ihavepromisedamaidentofreeheraswell. 

Him:Maidensareonlygoingtoslowusdown.

Youaretobreakthatpromise.Ihavegonetoall

thestronglookingmenwiththisplan.Someare

warriorscapturedindefeatedbattlessoitis

suregoingtowork. 

Me:Whatisthiscleverplanofyours?

Him:Theyonlytieusupinchainsatsunsetand

therearenotsomanyguards.Weareto

overpowertheguardsbeforetheygetachance

tochainusup. 

Me:Whatabouttheguardsoutsideofthisarea?

Surelytherearetobemoreoutside.

Him:SomeonefromthisKingdomisgoingto

escapewithus.Heknowsthewayoutofthis

place.Areyoucomingwithus? 

Me:AreyoutogetmetoUmhlaba

Ochumileyo? 



Him:No,onceweareinthefieldwegoour

separateways. 

Me:Okay,Iamcomingwithyou.

.

Weworkedandworkedandtheygaveuswater

oncetoday.IhopedtospeaktotheKingbutit

seemslikeIamtohavenosuchluckso

escapingismyonlywayout.Ifeelbadforthe

maidenthatIhavemadeapromisetobutI

needtotakeanyopportunitythatisgoingto

comemyway. 

.

Wefinishedourday'sworkandasusualandit

wastimeforustobechaineduponceagain.I

lookedatallthementhatIamincahootswith

andweallgaveeachotheranoddingsignal.I

gotonthehorseandtriedtooverpowerthe

manonit,webothfellbecausethehorse

panickedandmovedaround.Itookhisweapon

andpiercedhisstomachwithit.Manyofthe



othermendidthesamethingbutsomething

unexpectedhappened.Theyreleasedwilddogs

onusaswetriedtorunaway.Icouldhear

someofthemencryoutinagonyasIusedmy

newfoundweapontoscarethesecreatures

away.Oneattackedmefrombehindandit

mademelosebalanceandIfelltotheground.I

didnotgiveupevenifit'steethslicedmyskin.

HowcanIgiveupwhenIhaveapregnantwife

andsontogohometo?Imanagedtorunaway

intotheopenfield.Sofarmyancestorshave

keptmesafeandenabledmetogetaway.Iran

notevenknowingthedirectionthatIam

runningto.Iheardastrongdeepvoicecallmy

name.Itdidnotsayslave159,itactuallysaid

Ntsika!Ilookedbackandwastoofartosee

whoitis.IfearedgoingbackbecauseImight

dieifIwastoreturnbutastrongfeelingthatI

felttoldmethatImustrunback.Iknowthatit

ismyancestorsgivingmeasign.SuddenlyI

sawacheetahapproachfromafar.Couldmy



Queenhavefoundme?Iranbacknotknowingif

Iamrunningtomydeathortosafety.AsIwent

backIsawtheKingofZwelihle.Icrumbledto

thegrassashecamerunningtome. 

.

Xolo:Youaresafenow,son.Youarebleeding

somuch. 

Me:Iamwell,myKing.IsNdoniyamanziand

Kamvasafe? 

Xolo:Youhaveanimposterinyourhome,

Ntsika.Itseemsthereisapersonwholooks

likeandhasbeentryingtobeyou.Donotfear,

NdoniandKamvaareinZwelihle.Wenowhave

togoandgetthatimposteroutofyoursear

beforehedoesanydamage. 

Sipho:KingNtsika,allowmetoextendmy

apologies.Idonotknowhowmysonmanaged

tokeepthissecret.Iheldnoknowledgeofthis,

Igiveyoumypromise.



Xolo:Wearetodealwiththisanothertime.Iam

notgoingtotakethislightly,Sipho.Yourson

hadmysonheldcaptive. 

Sipho:IamsureNgxakiheldnoknowledgeof

thisimposter'splan.Theonlythingheisguilty

ofishavingasecretslavetrade. 

Me:Allwhohavebeencapturedwithmeareto

bereturnedtotheirhomesoils.Iamnotasking

you. 

Sipho:AnythingtoavoidawarwithUmhlaba

OchumileyoandZwelihle.Iamgoingtohave

themtransportedouttotheirsoils.

Xolo:Come,IknewyoumightbeinjuredsoI

havecomewithNcedi.Sheisgoingtotendto

yourwoundswhilewetakeyoutoNdoni.Sheis

worriedsick. 

Me:Mythanksagainforthis,father. 

Xolo:Itisyourwifeyouneedtothank.Shesaw

thatthestrangerinthehouseisnotyouand



actedquickly.

Me:FirsttakemetomysoiltoridmyKingdom

ofthisimposter.Ifearmyfather'slifemightbe

indanger.NdoniandKamvaaresurelyingood

handsinZwelihle. 

Xolo:WearetogotoUmhlabaOcgumileyothen.

Siphothisisnottheendofthis!Youandyour

peoplearegoingtopayforthis.Ifyousaythat

youarenotresponsibleforthisthenIamgoing

togiveyoutimetogivemethepersonwhois.I

amtoreturnhereandIwantanswersoryouare

toregretthisdearly. 

Sipho:Youaretocometoanswers,Igiveyou

mypromise. 

.

Xolohelpedmeupandmybodyisinsomuch

pain.Ihavetoreturntomysoilsoon.Idonot

knowwhattheagendaofthisimposteris.Ican

notriskhavingmyfamilykilled.Iamgladthat

NdoniandKamvaarenotinthathouse.Ihave



tothankmywifedearly.Ifshedidnotnotice

thatheisnotmesosoonImighthavebeen

sold.Theothercapturedpeoplethankedme

andapologisedfornotbelievingme.Ihadthe

maidensfreedtoo.Iamsurethatmostare

pregnantalreadyandIamgladthatInever

sleptwiththatmaiden.KingSiphobetterhas

answersonournextreturnbecauseIamnot

goingtorestuntilwhoeverdidthispays.I

askedforKingXolotohavethehorsespickup

speedsowecanreachmysoilsoon.Ncediwas

busytendingtomybiteandscratchwounds.I

amjusthappytobeafreemanonceagain.I

askedKingXoloifNdoniisallwellhesaidyes

buthelookslikeheishidingsomething.Iam

goingtodealwiththisimposterandgetmywife

andsonbacktowheretheybelong. 

.

.

#Ndoni



IhaveaskedoneofthewarriorsofZwelihleto

teachmebasicweaponskillsinaday.Ihave

notyetperfecteditbutitshallhavetodoformy

plan.Thephysicalpainoflosingmybabyisnot

sobadanymorebutIstillgetpaininmylower

belly.IhaveliedtomotherandsaidIamgoing

tosleepafewdaysagobutwhatIreallydid

wassneakofftoUmhlabaOchumileyo.Iam

goingtokillthatmanwhopretendstobemy

husband.ThehatethatIfeelforhimforkilling

myunbornchildhasturnedmeintosomething

thatIneverthoughtIwouldbe.Iwaitedlikea

thiefuntilitwasdarkandImademywayback

totheroyalhouse.Theguardsknowtheir

QueensoIhadnoproblemgoingin.AllIwas

waitingforwasfortheimpostertosleep.I

enteredhischamberandhesnoredsoloudlyI

feltdisgusted.Itiedhishandsgentlyjustasthe

warriortaughtme.ItookthebladesofZwelihle

andheopenedhiseyes,clearlyshocked)

.



Me:Youmakeasinglesoundandyouaregoing

tofeeljusthowsharpthisbladeis.Whereismy

husband?(Iwhispered)

Imposter:MyQueen,haveyoubeenbewitched?

Iamyourhusband.

Me:Yousurelookalotlikehimbutyouare

nevergoingtobeevenhalfthemanthatheis.

Nowanswerme.Whereismyhusband?

Imposter:Youaretobekilledforkillingyour

King 

Me:DoyouthinkIholdnoknowledgeofthat?

Youhavealreadykilledapartofmewhenyou

beatmyunbornchildoutofme.(Istuckthe

bladealittleandhestartedtobleedabit)

Imposter:Okay,stop.Ibegofyoutonotslitmy

throat.Iamalsoavictimhere.Iamyour

husband'st... 

.

Thedoorflungopenandastrangercameinand



hestartedtogivealertandItookthebladeand

stuckitinthisimposter.Thestrangerranto

untiehimanditseemsthatIhavemissedhis

heart.Ifeltsomeonepullatmeandheldme

tight.Itistheguards.Jongicamerunningin. 

.

Stranger:ShehasstabbedtheKing.Ihaveseen

itwithmyowneyes. 

Jongi:KingNtsika,areyouwell?

Imposter:Iwantherkilledforthis.Sheistoget

thepunishmentofdeathfordoingsomething

likethis.Getthecaretaker,Iambleedingto

death. 

Jongi:DearQueen,whathasgottenintoyou?

Areyouguiltyofthis?.

Me:Heisnotmyhusband!Thatmanthatison

thatbedisnotmyhusband!Jongi,Ntsikais

circumcisedandthatmanthatsitsthereisnot!

Youcangocheckforyourselfifyoudonot



believeme.Callfatherheisgoingtobetheone

whoagreeswithmebecauseheknowshisson.

Jongi:Heisawayonroyalduties.

Imposter:Takehertocaptivity.Sheisclearly

insane.SendwordouttoZwelihleandtellthem

thattheirdaughteristobeputtodeathsoon.I

amnotgoingtorevealmynakednessandbe

shamed. 

Me:CallwarriorBantu.Hewenttoinitiation

schoolwithNtsika.Heshalltellyouthatmy

husband,myrealhusbanddoesnothavea

foreskin. 

Imposter:GoandgetthatBantu.Clearlyheisin

cahootswiththeevilQueen!Takehimto

captivitytoo.Guardstakehertocaptivity.Ishall

lettheeldersknowthatshehasplottedtokill

theKing.Iwantherkilled. 

Me:Weholdtrialshere,fool.Idonotknow

whereyoucomefrombutIcantellyouthis.My

Kingisonhisway!Icanfeelhim.Youleave



Bantuoutofthis.Iamtheonewhowantsyou

deadandhehasnothingtodowithit. 

Imposter:YourKingisgoingtofindyoudead!I

amtheKing.Whodoyouthinktheywillbelieve.

Abitterwifewhowouldratherkillmethensee

metakeanotherwife?Youareclearlycrazyand

IdonotknowwhyImarriedyou.Donotforget

thatIhaveawitnesstoallofthis.Takeher

awayfrommysight.Iamashamedtocallher

mywifeandmotherofmyson.(Ilaughed)

Me:Youaregoingtodiesoon.EvenifIam

deadbutIknowthatyouaresuretofollowin

themostpainfulmannerever.Idonotregretall

ofthis.AllIregretismissingyourcoldheart.

Imposter:IcannotbelievethatIhavebeen

marriedtosuchacruelwoman.Jongiyoualso

standwitnessofhowshefeelsnoguiltabout

this.Youaregoingtopayaheavypriceforthis.

IcannotbelievethatIlovedyou,Ndoniyamanzi

(Ispatonhimandheslappedme)



.

TheguardstookmeawayviolentlyandIknow

thatbeggingisnotgoingtohelp.Howsadthat

Xhantiisawayonbusiness!Iwishedforhimto

backmeupandnowIhaveputBantuindanger

too.Iknowthatthecouncilisgoingtofindme

guiltybecausetheyaregoingtofavour"Ntsika".

IalsoknowthatIamtodiethesamewayI

wishedtohavethe"King"die.Shibaisalso

quietandIhavelearnttonotrushher.Ifitisa

partofmydestinysheisgoingtoallowit.If

dyinglikethisisapartofthatdestinyshecan

notintervene.ShehasnotintervenedyetsoI

guessitisallhappeningasitshould.Perhaps

NtsikahasdiedandfateknowsthatIwillnotbe

abletolivewithouthim.Iknowthatawaris

suretofollowaftermydeathbecausemyfather

isnotgoingtoletitgo.Motherismostprobably

onherwaywithwarriorsalready.Ilaughedat

thatthought.Theguardsthrewmeintothe

chamberofcaptivity.Itreekedofurineandthe



groundismuddy.ItissodarkinherebutIfelt

nofear.Iamstilltokillthatimposterbecause

evenifIdieheistopayformydeath.Zwelihle

issuretoavengeit'sPrincess.Isatandhoped

thatfathercomeswithNtsikabeforetheymake

memeetmyend.Evenifitistojustseehim

once.Imisshimverymuch.

[03/02,16:48]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert40￼

.

#Lahliwe

Twodayshavepassedsincethatwhore

stabbedme.IfNgxakihadnotenteredwhenhe

didIknowshewouldhavekilledme.Ntsika

choseacrazywifeandIamgoingtohaveher

killedbysunset.IsatwithNgxakiwhoisalso

naggingmetoannoyance.



.

Ngxaki:Youneedtohavethatwomankilledm. 

Me:DoyouthinkthatIdonotrealisethat?She

knowsthatIamnotherhusband.

Ngxaki:Whyhaveyoubeensocareless?Itold

youbeforethattherealKingwenttothe

mountainasayoungboyforhisinitiation.Ifyou

hadallowedmypeopletocutthatskinoffyour

manhoodthenwewouldnotbeinthissituation.

Me:Ihaveseenboysgotothemountainnever

toreturn.Iwasnotabouttosendmyselftomy

death. 

Ngxaki:Nowlookwhereyourcowardbehavior

hasgottenus.Iwantmyslaves,Lahliwe.Ihave

notriskedmytitleasPrincefornothing.Irefuse

toallowyoutogetbetweenmeandgreat

wealth.Youshouldhavetreatedthiswoman

withkindnessasherhusbanddidandshe

wouldnothavehadreasontosuspectsosoon.

Patheticexcuseofaperson,Iwonderifyou



evenareasonofroyalty. 

Me:Directingyourinsultsatmeisnotgoingto

helpeitherofusmoveforward.Ihopethatyou

killedNtsikabecausehiswifekeepsonsaying

heisonhisway. 

Ngxaki:Heislonggonebynow.Ihaveshipped

himtoforeignlandsasaslave.Didyounotsay

thatyouwantedtomakehimsufferfortherest

ofhisdaysjustasyoudidwhilegrowingup?

Me:Ididandyouareright.Deathwouldhave

beentoquickandkind.Theslavemastersare

goingtoworkandbeathimtodeath.Aslow

agonisingdeathbecauseheshallwakeup

everydaywishingthathewasdead.WhydidI

notthinkaboutthat? 

Ngxaki:Becauseyouholdthemindofafool.I

amkeepingXhantihostageintheunderground

chamberasyouhaveasked.Ihadtowaitfor

himtoreturnfromhistripandtookhimbefore

hereachedhisbride.Hewasgoingtodemand



youtoshowyournakedness. 

Me:Iwanthimtobekilled.Theelderseemsto

believemystoryabouttheirQueenhavinggone

crazy.Foolisholdman! 

Ngxaki:Xhanti'swifeisnotexactlythemost

brightesteither(welaughed)

Me:Thebrightoneisincaptivityforinsanity

andattemptingtokilltheKing.Ishallhave

Bantubeexecutedwithherbecauseheknows

plentyaboutNtsika.Theyhavebeenfriends

sincetheywerejustboys. 

Ngxaki:DoasyoumustbutIjustwantmy

slaves.Ihavetoreturnbacktomysoilbecause

Iliedtomyfatheraboutmywhereabouts.

Me:AreyoucertainthatNtsikahasgone

already?

Ngxaki:DoIlookstupid? 

Me:Excuseme.Ihavetomeetwiththefamily

forthemorningfeast.Areyougoingtojoinus?



Ngxaki:Iprefergoingintothevillagestosee

wherethepotentialslavesare.Sothatonceyou

haveagreedtoaslavestradeIshallknow

wheretostartfirst. 

Me:Doasyouwishbutyouarenottoabduct

anypeople.WaituntilIgiveyouthegoahead. 

Ngxaki:Bequickaboutit.

.

Heleftmestandingtherewonderingwhois

reallyinchargebetweenthetwoofus.Itseems

wearegoingtohavemanyobstaclesinthis

businesspartnershipthatwehave.Iwalkedto

theeatingchamberandfoundFikileandJongi

seated. 

.

Me:Greetings(Isatdown)

Jongi:Greetings,myKing.Whenisyourfather

expectedtobeback? 

Me:Itseemsthebusinessheleftforistaking



longerthanexpected.

Fikile:Iamhappythatfatherisnothere.Whatif

theQueenhadtriedtokillhimtoo?Insane

peopledomanythingsthatarenotkind.

Me:Icannotbelievethatshehidhercrazy

naturefromme.Clearlymymotherwasright

abouther.ShesawsomethinginNdonithatwe

didnotandthatiswhyshewantedtoridifthe

girlsomuch. 

Jongi:IhaveneverexpectedNdonitobeakiller,

ever! 

.

Wesatandweateanditseemsthattheystill

believethatIamNtsika.Wesatpeacefully

whenweheardchaoticnoise.Nobuwalkedin

shouting.

.

Nobu:Whereismydaughter(shepointedatme)

Guard:Wetriedtostopherbutshewouldnot



backdown. 

Me:ThisisnotZwelihle,myQueen.Youarein

theroyalhouseofUmhl... 

Nobu:Donottestme,coward.Ihaveaskedyou

wheremychildis.(shecutmeshort)

Me:Sheisincaptivity.

Nobu:Whathaveyoudonetomychild?(she

slappedmeandIstood)

Me:Youaretoshowsomerespect!(she

steppedclosertomyface)

Nobu:Idonotfearyou! 

Jongi:Letusallcalm.QueenNobu,your

daughterisincaptivityforattemptingtokillthe

King.

Nobu:ThisthingyoucallaKingisanimposter!

Me:Clearlyyourdaughtergetsherinsanityfrom

hermother(Ilaughed)

Nobu:Youaregoingtodieatsunset.



Me:Yourchildistheonewhoisgoingtodieat

sunset.Goodthingyouareheretobidyour

farewells.Takehertocaptivitytoseehercrazy

daughterbeforeshemeetsherend. 

Nobu:Enjoythiswhileitlasts,devil. 

Me:Donotleavetheirsight.Shemighthelpher

uglydaughtertoescape.

Nobu:Uglyisyourmother.(shespatonmyface)

Me:Takethisoldwhoreaway! 

Guards:Asyouwish. 

Nobu:Icanwalkbymyself.Youdaretouchme

youaresuretowakeupwithnohands

tomorrow.(theyleft)

Fikile:Suchdisrespect! 

Jongi:Keepoutofadultbusiness.

Me:Whatshespeaksiscorrect.Clearlythe

peopleofZwelihleareillmannered. 

Jongi:Anymotherwouldhavebeenupsetifher



childisheldincaptivity,evenifthechildis

guilty. 

.

Inolongerhadapatiteforthefood.Ihadthe

servantmaidenwhosatisfiesmymanlyneeds

cometome.Ineedsomethingthatisgoingto

calmmedownandholdingthetenderbreasts

ofawomanisgoingtodothatperfectly.Iamto

gotothecouncilmeetingforNdoni'scrime

soonandIhopethatNgxakireturnsintimeto

bewitness.IshallhavetohaveXhantistrangled

todeathbysunset.Eliminatealltheenemiesso

thatIcanfinallybeNtsikawithoutanythreats.

.

.

.

#Ndoni

Ihaveslowlybeenlosinghopeinthisdark

smellychamber.PerhapsitistimethatIaccept



myfate.ClearlyNtsikaisnotgoingtobefound.

IamfilthybecauseIhavenotbathedsincemy

captivitybutIamabouttodiesowhymustIbe

cleanforthat.Iheardsomeonecallmyname

andIjumpedupfromthemuddyfloor.Itismy

mother'svoiceandmyheartheldhope. 

.

Mother:Ndoniyamanzi! 

Me:Iaminhere,mother.Havethemgiveyoua

lampbecauseitisdarkinhere. 

Mother:WaitIamgoingtobebackrightnow. 

Me:Iamnotgoinganywhere,donotfear(I

laughedsoftlyandsheappearedholdingalamp)

Mother:Ohmychild.Whathavetheydoneto

you,Ndoniyamanzi?Whyisyourdressbloody? 

Me:Itisfrommymonthlycycle,mother.They

arenotallowingmetobath.Iamnothurt,do

notworry.(shestartedtocry)

Mother:Whyhaveyoucomebackherewithout



yourfather,myblossom.Iwenttoyour

chamberanddidnotfindyou.Wesearchedthe

entireZwelihleandIknewyoumightbehere

whenwecouldnotfindyou. 

Me:Iwantedtokillhim,mother.Hekilledmy

childandpossiblyevenmyhusband.ThepainI

amfeelinginsideistoogreat.Icannotevencry

anymore.Apartofmediedwhenthecaretaker

toldmethatIhadlostmyunbornbabyandI

fearthatIamnevergoingtofillthisvoidever

again.Allbecauseofthatimposter.Iamangry

atNtsikatoobecauseIbeggedhimtonotgo

onthistrip. 

Mother:Ndoni,Iknowthatyouarehurting,my

blossomandIamsorry.IwishthatIcouldtake

allthepainfromyourheartbutIcannot.Ntsika

heldnoknowledgeofwhatwasgoingto

happen. 

Me:Imisshimsomuch.Hemightbedeadby

now.



Mother:No,wearenotgoingtothinklikethat.

Heisgoingtocomesoonandgetyououtof

here.

Me:Iamgoingtodiebysunset,mother.The

royalcouncilofthisplaceisclearlyfulloffools.

CanyoubelievethattheysayIaminsane?(I

laughedindisbelief)

Guard:Timetogonow. 

Nobu:Youdonotdareputyourfilthyhandson

me. 

.

Hedidnotlistensoshebroketheoillampon

himandhecaughtfire.Hisscreamsfilledthe

chamberandherolleddownonthemud.The

otherguardstookaholdofher,openedthe

chamberI'minandthrewherinside. 

.

Me:Youaregoingtopayforthis.MyQueen,are

youwell? 



Mother:Iamwell.IwishIhadburntthat

imposterinstead.(welaughed)

Me:Thenwewouldbothbewaitingdeathfor

killingapig. 

.

MotherandIsatandwedidnottalkmuch.She

toldmethatKamvawascryingwantingtosee

me.Itbreaksmyheartthathesuddenlyhasto

adapttosituationshehardlyevenunderstands.

Aguardcameandviolentlytookmeoutofmy

cell.Mothertriedtoholdontomebutfailed.I

knewthatIamtostandbeforethecouncilof

fools.Ienteredwheretheywereandsawthe

imposterwithadevilishsmileonhisface. 

.

Elder:MyQueen,youholdknowledgeofthe

crimethatyouhavecommitted.Areyouguilty

ofthishideouscrime. 

Me:Iamnotguiltyoftryingtokill...



Imposter:SheisguiltyandIhavewitnesses!(he

cutmeshort)

Me:LetmefinishbecauseuntilyouIamnota

cowardwhobeatspregnantwomen.AsIwas

sayingbeforethisdevilinterruptedme. 

Imposter:Itakeoffense,elder! 

Elder:RefertoyourKingbyhisrightfultitle. 

Me:Thedevilthatsitsthereisnotmyhusband.

Yes,Iamguiltyoftryingtokillthatthingthat

sitsthereandifIcouldturnbacktimeIwould

doitagain.TheonlythingIwoulddodifferently

istostabhisheartoverandoveragainuntilI

knowthatitdoesnotbeatanymore.Youallare

goingtodieinthehandsofthatthingandyou

aregoingtoremembermywords. 

Elder:Isthatathreat?

Me:Itisapromise,elder.Askhimtorevealhis

manhoodtoyou.Myhusbandiscircumcised

andthatthingthatsitsthereisnot. 



Imposter:Doyouwantmetobeshamed?Iam

notgoingtodegrademyselfbyshowingyoumy

nakedness.

Me:Elderyouandallthesepeopleareabunch

offool. 

Elder:Showsomerespect!

Me:Ishowrespecttothatwhorespectmein

return.Youareallfoolandweknowthatfools

diequick.Heisanimposterandheisgoingto

leadyourancestorsKingdomtonothing.Fools,

fools,fools. 

Elder:Iamnotgoingtolistentoyourinsults

anymore.Wethoughtwearegettingaproper

brideforoursonbutclearlynot.Youtriedtokill

yourownhusband.Maybeyouevenkilledyour

ownunbornchildbydrinkingremedies.(asharp

stinghitmyheart)

Me:Haveyouaskedyourselfwheremyfatherin

lawis?Whoknowswhatthisthinghasdoneto

him.Heisgoingtokillallofyou. 



Imposter:Fatherisawayonbusiness.(I

laughedloudly)

Elder:ShetrulyisinsaneandIwillnotstandfor

it.Youarenowstrippedfromyourtitleas

Queen.Youaretodiebythesamefatethatyou

havewishedfortheKing.Youar... 

Me:Sparemeallthedetails.StripmeofQueen

ofthissoil,Icarenot.Youaretosendmybody

toZwelihlewithmymother.Iamgoingtobe

buriedwithmypeopleasaPrincess. 

Imposter:Youaretobeburiedhereasa

commoner. 

Me:Elder,Iamgoingtomakesurethatmylast

wordsistocursethissoil.Yoursoilistogodry

afterthatandyourKingdomissuretodie.Have

arulingmadethatIbetakentoZwelihletobe

buriedthere.(Ilookedathimintensely)

Elder:Youaretogobacktoyoursoilonceyou

havemetyourend.Theyshalltakeyoutoyour

placeofeternalsleep.Igiveyoumypromise



justdonotcursethissoil. 

Me:NowhavetheQueenofZwelihlereleased

atonce.

Elder:Itshallbedone. 

Imposter:Iaskforprivacywithmysoontobe

deadwife.ShehaspainedmebutIstillloveher

andwishtobidmyfinalfarewells.

Elder:Asyouwish,myKing.Mayyoursoulfind

rest,child.

Me:Mayyourlifefindpeaceoncemyhusband

returns,fools.

Elder:Insanity(Ilaughedloudlyandtheyleftin

shock)

Imposter:Ohyouhavemademyjobeasier.I

wantedtokillyoubutnowIdon'thaveto

becauseyouhaveledyourselftoyourdeath. 

Me:YouthinkthatIfeardeath?Iwouldrather

dieaslowagonisingdeathahundredtimes

overthenremaininthishouseasyourQueen.



Youwishyouwerelikemyhusband.Heisno

cowardandyouaretheKingofcowards.A

patheticmanwhowouldratherliveunderthe

shadowofanothermanratherthanmakehis

ownmarkintheworld. 

Imposter:Hedidnotshowsomuchstrength

whenItookhimandturnedhimintoaslave.

Yes,heisnowthepropertyofaruthlessslave

master.Heisgoingtowishfordeathforallhis

remainingdaysonthislife. 

Me:Areyoucertain?Maybeyouwouldhave

donethatbutnotmywarrior.Iamnotgoingto

insulthimbynotbelievinginhisabilitiesto

returnhome.Heisgoingtoreturn.(Ilaughed

onceagainanditangeredhim)

Imposter:Stoplaughingyoucrazywhore!(he

slappedme)

Me:Yourslapsarenowstartingtofeellike

thoseofalittleboy. 

Imposter:Getheroutofhere.Ishallseeher



onceshehasmetherend.Filthywhorejust

lookatyou. 

.

TheytookmeawayonceandIgavehimone

lastkickinthefaceastheguardsheldmeby

myarms.Idonotknowwherethisnewfound

confidencecomesfrombecauseIamgoingto

diesoon.IwishIcouldgiveKamvaonelast

kiss.Theyletmymothergoandshecouldnot

stopweeping.Sheknowsthatstartingamini

warwiththeguardsshecamewithisonlygoing

tomeandeath.Isatinthedarkchamberand

beggedShibatotalktome.Iheardavoice

saying"Itisallasitshouldbe.Youhavegain

strength,child".Ihavethoughtasmuchsheis

notgoingtohelpifitisapartofmydestiny.I

guessIamgoingtothegravewithmynew

strength.Hourspassedandtheguardscameto

getme.Iamtobetakentothehillofexecution

anddiebyspear.Istartedtocryuncontrollably

aswewalkedbutnotoutoffearfordeathbut



ratherthewayIamtomeetthisdeath.Iamto

dieneverknowingwhereNtsikatrulyis.They

didnotallowmothertogoupwithme.Theyare

onlygoingtoallowhertoseemeonceitistime

forhertogetmylifelessbody.ThefactthatI

amtobeburiedinZwelihlebringsmepeace

becauseIdonotwishtorestonthissoil.I

wipedofmytearsandcalmedmyself.Iamnot

goingtomeetmyendintearslikeacoward.

.

.

#Ntsika

Wehavebeenontheroadnonstop.Ihave

askedforusnottostopbecauseitwouldcause

delays.Idonotwishtobetoolate.Wehave

finallymadeourwayontothesoilofmypeople.

Weenteredtheroyalgroundsanditseems

chaotic.Couldsomethinghavehappenedto

father?Igotofftheslowmovingcarriageand

raninside. 



.

Xolo:Ntsika,youaregoingtoinjureyourself

more. 

Me:Somethinghashappened,myKing.Ican

notcareaboutmyselfrightnow.Fathermight

beindanger.

Zipho:Youareanevilman,myKing.Iheldsuch

respectforyoubutInolongerdo.Youhavelet

myhusbandbekeptinthosefilthychamberfor

doingnothing.Donothavehimkilled,Ibegof

you.(shestartedtocry)

Me:Whatdoyouspeakof,Zipho! 

Zipho:BantuheldnoknowledgeofNdoni'splan

tokillyou.Donotlethimmeetthesamefateas

her.(myheartstartedtoraise)

Me:Whatfate?Whatfate,Zipho(Ishoutedat

her)

Zipho:Donotactdumb.Youhadherexecuted

fortryingtokillyou.Theyhavetakenhertothe



hilltokillher(shebrokedown)

Xolo:Whereisthishilltheyhavetakenmy

daughter?(heshouted)

Nobu:Xolo,OhmyKing.Theyhavetaken

Ndoniyamanzi.

.

Ididnotevenhavetimetostandandlistento

therestofthestory.Iranoutandgotontomy

horseandorderedittorideasfastaspossible.

TheyhavesentformyQueentobeexecuted?

Theeldersapprovedsuchrubbish!Iftheyhave

senthertothehillthentheyaresuretokillher

withanironweapon.Ifeltasharppaininmy

heartasIthoughtaboutit.Ifinallycametothe

scenewhereitisalltohappenandgotoffmy

horse.Therewasjustsomuchbloodbeforeme.

Iwenttolookandsawthebodyoftheguards.

Somehadstretches,clearlythoseofawildcat.

Somehadstabwounds.Ilookedaroundbut

thereisnosignofNdoni.Icalledheroutbyher



namebutnoresponse.Igotontomyhorseand

wenttostartlookingforher.Isawherrunning

fromafar.Iknowit'sherbecausenexttoher

ranhercheetah.Icalledoutandshelooked

backoncebutkeptonrunning.Ifinally

approachedherandgotoffmyhorse.She

stoodholdingaweaponandIwasimpressedat

howwellsheheldit. 

.

Ndoni:Keepawayfrommeifyouwishtolive.I

knowhowtousethis,Ipromise.

Me:Itisme,Ndoniyamanzi.Puttheweapon

down,myheart.Iamnotgoingtoharmyou.IfI

havewishedsothenMbalekiwouldhavekilled

melongago. 

Ndoni:Pleasejustleavemealoneandletmy

mothergo.WearegoingtoreturntoZwelihle

andneversetfoothereagain.Ibegofyou.(she

startedtocry)

Me:MyQueen,Iamnottheimposter.Tellme



whatyousawthatmadeyouknowthatheis

notmeandIamgoingtoproveit.(shekept

quietforalongwhile)

Ndoni:Heisnotcircumcised.(shefinallysaid

softly)

.

IknewthatIhadtoshowherproofthatitis

trulyme.Ishowedhermymanhoodandshe

crumbledtothegrasslettingtheweaponfall

nexttoher.Imademyselfdecentandrantoher.

Iheldhertightlyaswebothjustcried.Ihave

missedhersomuchthatIcouldnotholdthe

happinessIamfeelingrightnow. 

.

Me:Myapologiesforallthepainthatyouhave

gonethrough,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:Youleft,Ntsika.Ibeggedyoutonotgo

butyouleftandgavethatmananopportunityto

comeintoourhouse.



Me:Iamsorry.Iamtrulysorryfornotlistening

toyou.Comeletusgohome. 

Ndoni:Thatplaceisfilledwithevil.IfMbaleki

didnotdisobeymyorderandstayedaway,I

wouldhavebeendead.Youwouldhavefound

mydeadbody.Iamupsetwithyou,myKing. 

.

Myheartsankassheutteredthosewords

becauseItrulyshouldhavelistened.Iliftedher

upandembracedher.Ihelpedhergetonthe

horseandrodebacktothemainland.Shedid

notspeakawordonourwaybackandwent

straighttoKamva'schamberandhermother

followed. 

.

Xolo:Comesheisingoodhands.Yourfather

wasfoundintheundergroundchamberbuthe

isnotharmed.Theimposterisinthecouncil

chamber. 



Me:MythanksforkeepinghimherewhileI

wenttolookforNdoni.Whereisfather? 

Xolo:Inthecouncilchamber. 

.

WewalkedtothatchamberandIentered.Ido

notblameeveryoneforbeingfooledbecause

helooksmuchlikeme. 

.

Me:Whoareyou?

Imposter:KingNtsikaofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

(Ilaughed)

Me:Iamnottoaskyouagain. 

Imposter:Iamyourtwin!(Ilookedatfatherwho

lookedshocked)

Father:Idonotknowwhathespeaksabout.

Youwereneverbornatwin. 

Imposter:Youaretheonewhohadmetaken

awayfrommymother,youbastard. 



Me:Ishemybrother,father?Iaskthatyoutell

thetruthplease. 

Father:Ntsika,Iwastherewhenyouwereborn.

Youarenotatwin.Iswearonthegravesofmy

ancestors.Idonotknowwhothisstrangeris.

Imposter:Theoldwomansaidthatyouaremy

fatherandNandeismymother!Howdoyou

explainthestrongresemblancetoyourson? 

Father:Idonotknow.Theoldwomanyou

speakofwasawitch.Idonotknowhowshe

managedthisbutyouarenotmyson'stwin.

Ntsikawehavehadtwinsonceinthisfamily

anditwaswithyourgrandfather.Histwindied

straightafterbirthsoitwasnotneededtosend

himaway.Youhavebeenfooledbythosewho

havefooledyoubutyouarenotmyson.

Elder:Istandwitnesstowhatyourfather

speaks.Youarenotatwin. 

Me:YouelderIstripyouoffyourtitleascouncil

head.Iamgoingtohaveanewcouncil.You



havesentmywifetomeetapainfulendjust

becauseyouaretoobigofafooltolistentoa

woman.Inolongerhaveacouncil.Iamgoing

tomakeallthedecisionsinthisKingdomwith

myQueen.Youkeepyourmouthshutfromnow

onbecauseyounolongerhaveavoicehere. 

Elder:Hehadusallfooled.Myapologiestothe

Que...

Me:Keepquiet!MyQueendoesnotacceptyour

apology.Whatisyourrealname,Imposter?

Imposter:Lahliwebecausethepeoplewho

raisedmefoundmeabandonedasababy.Iam

asmuchavictimtoallofthis.Ididnotaskto

haveourfatherkillme.(Jongiwalkedin)

Me:Wearebusyhere,Jongile. 

Jongi:Myapologies,myKingbutIcanhearyou

fromafar.Youtrulyareatwin.Nandegavebirth

totwochildrenandnevertoldXhanti.Shehad

hergrandmothertaketheotherchildtobe

drownedintheriverbecauseshesaidhewasa



curse.Weallthoughtthathergrandmotherhad

thejobdone.

Lahliwe:Donotspeakillofmydeadmother.

Shelovedmedearlyandwantedme. 

Father:Ifshedidtgenshewouldnothave

hiddenyourexistencefromus. 

Jongi:Ntsikawaskeptbecausehewasthe

strongerlookingbabyandhecamefirst. 

Father:Youknewallalongandyoukeptquiet.It

makesyouasevilasNande!AmIcursedwith

badwives. 

Jongi:Myapologies,Ididnotmeantokeepthe

secretfromyou. 

Me:Youandmotherhaveruinedlivesbyyour

secret!Whereareyoufrom,Lahliwe? 

Lahliwe:IgrewupinafarminanotherKingdom.

TheoldladycameandtoldmewhoIam.You

havelivedthelifethatIwasdeprived. 

Me:Itisthefaultofthemotheryouspeakso



dearlyof. 

Lahliwe:ImightnothaveknownherbutIloved

her.IbelievethatXhantiistheevilhere.IfIcan

turnbacktimeIwouldhavekilledhimonthe

firstdayIsatfootinthishouse. 

.

IuntiedhimandIstartedtobeathimup.Hehas

clearlycomewiththeagendatokillthosethatI

loveandtheymakesmemadashell.KingXolo

stoppedme.

.

Father:Wewillhavehimbeheldincaptivityand

decidewhattodowithhimoncewehaveall

comefromtheshock.Goandbewithyourbride.

Shehasbeenthroughalot. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean?Whatelsehas

happenedtoNdoni? 

Xolo:Itisbestthatshetellyou.Yourfatherand

Iaregoingtodealwiththis.Goandbewithyour



wife. 

Me:Bantuhasalsobetterbeoutofcaptivity.

Hiswifeisworriedabouthim. 

Father:Heisathishome.

.

IleftthemthereandleftforKamva'schamber

becauseitiswhereNdoniis.Whatelsecould

havehappenedtomywife?Iknockedandwas

givenpermissiontoenter.Mymotherinlawleft

us. 

.

Me:Ndoniyamanzi,Iknowthatyouareupset

withmefornotlisteningtoyouandIamtruly

sorry.IfIknewthatthisiswhereitwouldendI

wouldnothavegone. 

Ndoni:Iamnotangryanymore,myKing.Iam

justgladthatyouarehomesafe. 

Me:Whatelsehappenedtoyou,myQueen?It

seemseveryoneknowssomethingbutnotme.



(shekeptquiet)

Ndoni:Iamsorry(shestartedtocry)

Me:Whatfor,myQueen?(Iwipedhertearsoff)

Ndoni:Iam...Iamnolongerpregnant(she

brokedown)

Me:Whathappened? 

Ndoni:Hebeatmeuponetime.Somuchso

thatmybodywastooweaktokeepthechild.I

amsorry,Ntsika. 

.

Ikissedherlipsandrushedout.TheangerthatI

wasfeelingwasjusttoomuch.Hedaredtokill

mychild?Hedaredtobeatupmylady?Itook

oneofthespearsinourchamberandIwentto

thecouncilchamberfirst.Luckilytheyhavestill

sattherewithhimaskingquestions.Imarched

tohimandheldhimbyhisthroat.

.



Me:Youknow,ifyoucameintomyhouseand

waskindtomyQueen.Iwouldhavehadmercy

onyouandgivenyoualenientpunishmentbut

youcameintomyhouseandyoudaredtohit

mywife,mywife!Youhavekilledmychildand

nowordsdescribewhatwhatIfeelforyou.

.

IlookedhimintheeyesasIstuckthespearin

hisheart.HelookedatmeandIslowlysawhow

lifeisescapinghim.Idonotcareifheismy

brotherbuthehasgonetofar.Ilookedatmy

bloodfilledhandsandbacktohimandIfelt

nothing.Noregret,nopain,noremorse.Just

purenothing!
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#Ndoni

Istoodinthemiddleofthechambersobbing.I

feltguiltformyownchild'sdeathforthefirst

time.ShouldInothaveangeredtheimposter

thatday?ThelookofpaininNtsika'seyesasI

toldhimthatInolongercarryhischildisto

hauntmymindforever.Icontinuedtocleanmy

filthybodyandlethimhavehisspace.Mother

walkedinonceagain.

.

Mother:Ntsikahaskilledtheimposter.Theman

washistwinbrother,myblossom.(myeyes

widenedinshock)

Me:Whereishenow?Takemetohim. 

Mother:Herushedoutandgotontohishorse.

Donotfear,warriorBantuwentafterhim. 

Me:Haveahorsepreparedformetoo.Iam

goingtohim. 

Mother:No,Iamnotgoingtoallowthat.You



havenotrestedyourbodyeversinceyoulost

yourchild,Ndoni.Youhavetorestproperly.You

cannotevenrideahorse. 

Me:IthoughtIwouldberelievedorhappyto

hearthattheimposterisdead,motherbutIam

not.Ithoughthewasastrangerbuthewasmy

husband'swombpartner. 

Mother:Hisapproachwasnotgood,Ndoni.He

shouldhavecomeoutandintruthbutinstead

hechoseanevilapproach.Almosthavingyou

killedandhadyouloseyourunbornchild.Do

notfeelguilty.

Me:Iamjustsadthatmyhusbandhadtokill

hisownbrotherandithasclearlyupsethima

lot.Wherehasthistwinbeen? 

Mother:Youarenotgoingtobelieve(shetold

meeverything)

Me:Nandeagain!Howcouldshekeepachild

fromherhusband?Ithinkmenaretobe

allowedinthechamberwhenawomanisin



labournow.IfXhantiwasallowedinthenhe

wouldhaveseenthatshegavebirthtotwo

babies. 

Mother:IjustwanttoknowwhyJongididnot

saythatthereisasecondbaby.Youtoldher

thatthereisanimposterandsheknewNtsika

isatwinbutkepthermouthshut. 

Me:Onlyshecananswerthat,Mother.Ihaveto

goandgetKamvasoon. 

Mother:Ohmygrandchildisgoingtobe

overjoyedtoseehisparentsandBaleki.(we

laughed)

Me:Whenishegoingtospeakproperly?

Mother:Heisgoingtosoon,donotrushhim.I

lovehowhestartshissentenceswithKamva

insteadof"I"

Me:"Kamvawantsmilk"(Isaidtryingtoimitate

him)

Mother:HowIhopehegrowsuptobeakind



man.ItseemsXhantiwascursedwithbadsons

andonlyblessedwithonegoodone. 

Me:AndIamluckytobethewifeofthatone

goodone.IdothinkthatthisLahliwewasgoing

tobedecentifhismotherhadnotdonesucha

greatinjusticetohim.Clearlythepainfromhis

upbringingcausedhimtoseekrevengeon

Ntsika,thetwinwhohaditall.Suchapity. 

Mother:Itissadindeed.Iwishforwomenwho

arelikeNandetobebarren.Shehasdestroyed

herchildren'slivessomuch.(therewasaknock

onthedoor)

Me:Enter(Fikileentered)

Fikile:Myfatherwishestoseeyou,myQueen. 

Me:TellhimthatIamquicklymakingmyself

proper.Iamgoingtojoinhimsoon. 

Fikile:Iamgoingtotellhim(sheleft)

Mother:Theyhadbetternotbestartingupmore

trouble.



Me:Weremainwonderinguntilwehearwhathe

hastosay. 

.

ItookmytimetofinishupbecauseIowethese

peoplenothingatall.IcleanedMbalekiofthe

mudandbloodfrommyescape.Ikissedher

foreheadandthankedherforeverything.The

fewdaysoutinthebushmusthavebeengood

becauseshehasevengainedweight.Maybeall

theavailableanimalsshecouldhunt.Mylittle

princeisgoingtobehappytoseeheronce

again.Igotmyselfdecentandwalkedoutto

wheremyfatherandNtsika'sfathersat. 

.

Father:Howareyoufeeling,mydaughter?

Me:Iamwell,father.Mythanksforreturning

myhusbandtomesafely(Iembracedhim

tightly)

Father:DoyounotknowthatIwoulddo



anythingforyou?Yourhusbandisstrongand

wouldhavecomehomebyhimself.Hehad

alreadygottenawaybythetimeIgotthere.

Me:Ineverhadanydoubtinhisabilities.Heisa

truewarrior.

Xhanti:Deardaughter,Idonothavewordsto

tellyou.NowordscandescribejusthowsorryI

amthatyouhaveonceagaingonethrough

sufferingbecauseofmyblood.Ifyouwishto

returntoZwelihleonceagainwearenotgoing

tostopyou. 

Me:Idonotwishtoleavemyhusband.The

Princeisgoingtocomehomebecausehis

fatherhasmissedhimdearly.Idohopethatit

isthelasttimethatIamgoingtofeelsuffering

becauseofthepeopleofthisfamily.Idonot

blameyoufatherbecauseyouheldno

knowledgeofyourson'sexistence. 

Elder:Weindeedhavebeentruefooldau... 

Me:Donotcallmedaughter,elder.Itseems



youhavedoubtedmeandthewaysofmy

peopleforlongnow.Donotcallmedaughter

whenyouareunabletotreatmeasadaughter.

Youhavegivenmeaheavyjudgementfor

speakingthetruth.Ifyouhadlistenedtome

andhadtheimpostershowhimselfbeforeyou

thenyouwouldhaveknownthatIspokethe

truth.Donotcallmedaughterbecauseyoudo

notdeservetohavemeasadaughter.Ishould

haveyouallpunishedforincorrectand

impulsivejudgementbutIamnot.Myheartis

notasunkindasyours. 

Father:Allofmewantstomakeeveryguard,

councilmembersandallofthissoilwhohave

mistreatedyoupayforwhathappened.

HonestlyIdonotfeelanythingforthedeathof

yourothersonbecauseIwouldhavefounda

waytodoitmyself.Ilovemygrandchildrenand

hehasrobbedmeofachancetoagrandfather

again.Ntsikahasaskedmetofindpeaceinmy

heartanditistheonlyreasonIamsittingas



calmlyasthis.IfMbalekihadnotfoundNdoni

intimewewouldbespeakingadifferentstory.I

wouldhavekilledanythingthatbreathsinthis

place.Ihavegivenyourpeoplemanychances,

Xhanti.Ifmydaughterishurtagaininfuture

becauseofthepeopleyoucallfamilyIwillnot

bekind.Iamkindbecauseourchildrenlove

eachotherandweareboundbyKamva. 

Xhanti:Iunderstand,oldfriend.Ifyourdaughter

ishurtbymypeopleeveragainthenyouareto

burneverythingdownandIamnotgoingto

fightyou. 

Father:Youareluckytohavesuchastrong

Queenwithasharpmind.Yoursonistonever

meetanotheronelikeher.Evenifhetravelsthe

world,heisnotgoingtofindanotherher. 

Xhanti:Ntsikaholdsknowledgeofthat,old

friend.IhavealsodecidedtosendJongiback

tohermother'shome.Tolivewithawoman

whoisabletokeepsuchasecretissuretobe



myendsomeday. 

Me:WhataboutFikile? 

Xhanti:Sheistogowithhermotherandvisit

whentimeallows. 

Mother:Howdoyouknowthattheyarenot

goingtogrowbitterheartsandcomeformy

child? 

Xhanti:Becauseyourhusbandhasalready

warnedthemofwhatmighthappenshouldthey

eventhinkaboutit.Donotfear. 

.

Istoodandaskedtobeexcusedandwentto

Jongile.Iwanttoknowwhyshekeptquiet

aboutthis.Iknockedandshegaveme

permissiontoenter.Shesatcryinginher

chamber. 

.

Me:Fatherhastoldmethathedecidedtodo. 



Jongi:Ihavemadehimhateme,myQueen. 

Me:Helovesyou,Jongi.Fatherjustdoesnot

likefeelingbetrayed.Muchlikemostpeople.

Whydidyounottellanyone?

Jongi:WhenNandewasstillaliveIfeared

talkingbecauseofherandIguessIalsoforgot

aboutthesecreteventually.

Me:DidyouknowthatitwasthetwinwhenI

saidthemanisanimposter?

Jongi:Somethinginthebackofmymind

thoughtofthatpossibilitybutIdidnotwantto

believeitbecauseIknewhimtobedead. 

Me:Thatwasyourchancetoredeemyourself,

Jongi.Fatherwouldhaveforgivenyouifhe

knewyouhavetriedtostoptheevilwhenitwas

happening.Doyouknowthedamagethishas

done?Achildgrewupthinkingheisnotwanted

anditeventuallyturnedhishearttostone.Ilost

myunbornchildinthehandsofthisman.My

husbandhastolivewiththepainofknowing



thathekilledhisowntwinbrotherforallhisday.

Somuchdamagethatcouldhavebeen

prevented.(shestartedtocry)

Jongi:Iamgoingtolivewiththeguiltforever

andIdeservethispunishment.

Me:Donotfear,youarenotgoingtogohungry.

FatherisstillgoingtomakesurethatFikileis

takencareoff.Anotherthing,Iknowmyfather

haswarnedyouaboutthisbutIamgoingtoas

well.Ifyoueverplotagainstme,myhusbandor

familyoutofangerIamnotresponsiblefor,I

amgoingtodealwithyouasIhavedealtwith

allwhohavetried.Itisnotathreat,itisa

promise.Nowwouldbethewrongtimetoget

onmybadside.(shelookeddowninshock)

Jongi:Iknowbetterthantodoyouharm.Ihave

seenyourpower.Myapologiesforkeepingthis

secret.

Me:Donotworry.Maybeyourhusbandisgoing

toforgiveyouintime. 



.

IstoodandleftherandwenttoZipho'shometo

apologisetowarriorBantubutthenIremember

mothersaidhewentafterNtsika.Iknockedand

theygavepermissiontoenter.Theywereabout

tobowbutIstoppedthem.Thandowent

runningtoMbalekiandwrappedherlittlearms

aroundherneck. 

.

Zipho:Careful,Thando.Sheislookingtired. 

Me:Itisallthenewfatshehasgotten.Howare

you,sister? 

Zipho:Myhusbandishomeagain,myQueen.I

amwell.Ineedtoapologisetoyourhusband

foraccusinghimofbeingcrueltomyhusband

whenindeeditwasanimposter.

Me:Ineedtoapologisetoyourhusbandfor

havinghimcaptured.(welaughed)

Zipho:Howareyou,Ndoni? 



Me:Iamwell(Isaidsoftly)

Zipho:Howareyou,myQueen?Nowanswer

metruthfully.

Me:Iamexhausted,Zipho.Ihavebeenfeeling

emptyeversinceIlostmyunbornchild.Ieven

fearlookingNtsikaintheeyesagain.(Istarted

tocry)

Zipho:Youarenottoblame,Ndoni.Yourbody

wastooweaktocarrythechildbecauseofthe

abusethatmansubjectedyouto.Yourhusband

doesnothateyouforit.Heisjusthurt. 

Me:Youareright.HowiswarriorBantu?Did

theynotharmhisalreadyinjuredhip? 

Zipho:Heiswellandstrong.WhydoyouthinkI

wantedtomarryawarrior?(welaughed)

Me:Lookatusbeingmarriedandmovedupin

life.Wewerejustservantsnotsolongago.

NowweareQueenandheadoftheroyalhouse

staff. 



Zipho:Servantswhowereinlovewithbest

friendwarriors.WarriorswhoarenowKingand

ChiefadvisortotheKing.(welaughed)

Me:Iamjusthappythatwekeptthefriendships.

Doesthestaffcallyousenior?(welaughed)

Zipho:Mostofthemdoandtheymakemefeel

likejuniorJongi(Ilaughed)

Me:Youaresocrazy.Givemesomethingtoeat

please.IhavenoteatensinceIcameoutof

captivity.

Zipho:Isteaandbreadfine? 

Me:Itisperfect.Thatmealremindsmeofthe

timeIlivedintheorphanage.(wesmiled)

Zipho:DoyouknowthatattimesIforgetthat

youareQueen.Yourhumblenessistoo

amazing,myQueen. 

Me:IforgetthatIamaQueentoosometimes.

Mylifestartedasthatofahumblecommoner,

mysister.Abigpartofmeisgratefulforthat. 



Zipho:Yourmothergrewupinroyaltybutshe

tooiskindandhumble.Itmustbeinyourblood

(Ilaughed)

Me:Itmust. 

Zipho:IfIwasnotmarriedandyourfatherwas

alsonotmarried.Iwouldhavemarriedyour

father(Ilaughedsohard)

Me:No,heisold. 

Zipho:Themosthandsomeoldmanmyeyes

haveeverhadthepleasureofseeing(we

laughed)

Me:Pleasemakemyfoodandstoptalking

nonsenseaboutmyfather.QueenNobuis

goingtoslapyou.Mythanksformakingme

laugh. 

Zipho:Itismypleasure,sister.Iloveyou.

.

Sheembracedmeforalongwhile.Wesatand

atethefreshlybakedbreadandittastedso



delicious.IplayedwithThandowhospokeher

ownforeignlanguagebutitmademelaugha

lot.Sheissuchabeautifulbabywithhairthatis

goingtobetheenvyofmostmaidensonceshe

isgrown.ItwasdarkoutsidebutIdidnotcare.I

amwaitingformyhusbandtoreturn.Ziphodid

notmindmebeingherebecausesheisalso

waitingforherhusbandtoreturn.Thandofell

asleepandwesatandspokesoftlywhile

laughing.ZiphoissillybutIloveherjokesvery

much.Istartedtofeelsleepyandbidtemporary

farewelltoherandleft.Igottotheroyalhouse

andkissedmymothergoodnightandembraced

myfather.Iamnotreadytogotothechamber

wesleepinusuallybecauseitistherewhereI

lostmychild.IwalkedtoKamva'schamberand

woremynightdressandgotunderthecovers.

MbalekisleptimmediatelysoIguesssheis

tired.ItriedtokeepmyeyesopenuntilNtsika

arrivesbutIfailed.MyeyesgrewheavyandI

fellasleep.



.

.

#Ntsika

ThelookofpainanddefeatinNdoni'seyesis

allthatIcouldthinkof.Istillfeelnothingformy

twinbrotherbecausehehasrippedmyheart

outwithwhathedid.Ihavebeenridingalmost

allnightandcouldhearBantushoutmyname

butIdidnotslowdown.Igottiredand

eventuallysignaledforthehorsetostandand

hecaughtup. 

.

Bantu:Doyouwishdokillyourself,myKing?

Suchspeedforahorsecanbedangerousfor

therider.(Ilaughed)

Me:Saysthemanwhousedtogotosecret

horseracesasaboy(webothlaughed)

Bantu:Wearenolongerthoseyoungboys.I

haveahipproblem.Ifthatisnotasignof



ageingthanIdonotknowwhatis. 

Me:Itisasignofinjurynotgrowingold.My

apologiesforbeingheldcaptivefornothing,

brother. 

Bantu:Itwasnotabigdeal.Whatisbothering

you.Isitthekillingoftheimposter?

Me:Itisthekillingofmyunbornchildinthe

handsoftheimposter.Itisalsothepainmy

wifehadtoendure.Iamtoblameforallofit.

Shewarnedmeaboutgoingonthistrip. 

Bantu:Thatmanwouldhavefoundanotherway

totryandreplaceyou.Mycondolencesforthe

lossoftheunbornPrinceorPrincess.

Me:ItwasaPrincess,Icanfeelit.LetusstopI

amnotabouttocryonyourroughman

shoulders.Iamgoingtogocryonmywife's

softchest(helaughed)

Bantu:Idonotwishtohaveyourbigheadon

myshoulders.Itisgoodtohaveyouback,



brother.

Me:Itisgoodtobeback.(weheardcriesfrom

afar)

Bantu:Whatisthat? 

Me:Goingthereistheonlywaywearetoknow. 

.

Werodewithgreatspeedtothecarriagethat

heldthecries.Wecaughtupquickly.Itsounded

likelittlechildren.AmansteppedoutandI

recognisedhimfromsomewhere.Theyheldoil

lampssoIcouldseetheirfaces. 

.

Him:Lahliwe,IgrewtiredofwaitingforyousoI

helpedmyselftowhatyouhavepromised.(I

finallyrecognisedhim)

Me:WhathaveIpromisedyou,Ngxaki? 

Ngxaki:Donotactlikeafool.Youhave

promisedmeslavesinreturnformyhelpto



haveNtsikasoldtoslavery. 

Me:Ngxaki,soyouaretheoneresponsiblefor

mycapture. 

.

IgotoffmyhorseandIstartedbeatingthe

daylightfromhim.IknewthatIwillnotkillhim

becausehisfathermustcomeandanswerto

thisaswell.Bantulookedinsidethecarriage

andfoundyounggirls.Irecognisesomefrom

Ndoni'soldhome.Igavehimanotherbeating

forstealingchildrenfrommysoiltosellintheir

disgustingtrade.Thesearebabiesanddonot

deservesuchalife.Noonedeservessuchalife.

Ihadthecarriageturnbackaroundandtiedthis

excuseofaPrincenexttoitsohecouldwalk.

Wearrivedattheorphanageandtheoldlady

wassohappytoseehergirls.IhadBanturide

backtothemainlandtohaveguardsbeput

here.Hecamebackafterawhileandwe

headedbacktothemainlandwithBantu.We



wenttotelleveryonewhathewastryingtodo.

Wekepthimincaptivityasinjuredasheisand

understrictguarding.Iamtotiredtodealwith

allelsenoesoIwenttomychamberbutfound

itempty.QueenNobutoldmethatsheis

sleepinginKamva'schamber.Ilookedather

beautifulfaceasshewassleepingsoundly.I

kissedherforeheadandstood.Ihadwater

broughttomychambersoIcouldbath.Itook

offthebloodfilledclothingandstartedtobath

myself.ThewarmwaterstungbutIknewthatI

hadtowashitoff.Idriedmybodywithacloth

andsatonthebedgently.Itriedtoputbody

butteronmybackbutfailedduetothepain.I

feltwarmhandsonmybackandthenafew

softkisses.Ismiledindelight. 

.

Ndoni:Whathavetheydonetoyou,Ntsika? 

Me:ItisbecauseofthelifethatIlivedasa

slave.Thestripesarenotsorebutthebite



woundsare. 

Ndoni:Seeingyoulikethispainsmyheart.Tell

mewhathappenedthere? 

Me:Iamgoingtoanotherday,myQueen.Could

youpleaseapplythisremedyNcedimadefor

me. 

Ndoni:Yes,giveithere.Iamgoingtobeas

gentleaspossible.

Me:Youarealwaysgentle.Iamsorryfornot

beingheretoprotectyou,myheart.Youdidnot

deserveallthepainyouhavegonethrough.

Ndoni:Youneednotapologise,myKing.

Everythinghappenedasitshould.Howareyou

feeling? 

Me:IfyoutalkaboutmytwinbrotherthenIfeel

nothing.Theguilthasnotcomeyet.Itseems

likethedreamyouhadhascometrue. 

Ndoni:Ineverwishedforitto. 

Me:Wearegoingtogetthroughthistoo,Ndoni.



Thelossofourchildandallelse.Stronger

unitedremember?(Iheldherhand)

Ndoni:Strongerunited,myKingalways.(I

kissedher)

Me:PermissiontohavethePrincecomehome.

Ihavemissedhim. 

Ndoni:Heisyourson,youneednotaskfor

permission.Heisgoingtobehomesoon. 

Me:Wearetocleansethishousebeforehesets

foothere. 

Ndoni:Iagree.Iloveyou,Ntsika.Iaskthatyou

notleavemeagain. 

Me:Notlikethis.Iloveyou,Ndoniyamanzi.Now

IknowmorethaneverthatIamblessedtohave

you.Mythanksforknowingmesowell. 

.

ShekissedmeandIwantedtomakelovetoher

butshestoppedme.Iunderstandbecauseshe

hasbeenthroughtoomuch.Igotintobedand



heldhertightlyandshefeltsowarm.Her

lavenderscentneverleavemynostrilsjustasI

likeit.Shelookedupatme,smiledandwe

kissedagain.HowIhavemissedthese

moments!AtsomepointIthoughtthatIam

nevergoingtofeelthetouchofmywoman

again.IstillhavetodealwithNgxakibutnot

now.NowallIwishistogivemybodythewell

deservedrestthatitcraveswhileIamcloseto

myNdoni,myheart,myQueen.Lifesurelycan

notthrowworseourway.Ithinkthatevenfate

mustacceptdefeatnowbecauseIamnot

planningonpartingwithmyheartnomatterthe

obstaclesthrownourway.

[03/02,19:13]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi
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#Ndoni



WeekshavepassedandmyKingandIhave

beendistant.PhysicallyIamnowbackto

normalbutnotemotionallyandIfailto

understandwhy.NtandoyabantuandBukhosi

areheretorest.Theyarejustpassingthrough

toanotherKingdom.Theyhavecomewith

KamvasoNtsikaisathismosthappiest.Iam

busybathingmyselfwhenthechamberdoor

openedandIquicklycoveredmyself.Itis

Ntsikaandhesatonthebed. 

.

Ntsika:Ndoni(hesaidsoftly)

Me:Ntsika(Iturnedtolookathim)

Ntsika:Imissyou,myQueen. 

Me:Idonotunderstand.AmInotstanding

beforeyou? 

Ntsika:YouarebutIcannothelpbutfeellike

youarepushingmeaway.Lookevennowwhen

Iwalkedinyoucoveredyourself.



Me:HowwasItoknowthatitisyouthat

entered? 

Ntsika:Youstillclingtothatwraparoundyour

bodylikeyoufearitmightfallandrevealyour

nakedness.Whyareyouhidingyourselffrom

me,myQueen?(Ikeptquietforalongtime)

Me:BecauseattimesIfearyou,Ntsika(Isaid

softly)

Ntsika:Fearme?(hestoodandwalkedto

whereIstood)

Me:Idonotknowwhyitislikethis.Sometimes

whenyouareangryIfearthatyoumighthit

me. 

Ntsika:Iwouldneverhityou,Ndoniyamanzi.I

knowthatyouhavesufferedgreatlybecauseof

amanthathadthesameimageasmebuthe

wasnotmeandIamnothim.Youhaveseen

meangeredmanytimes.HaveIeverdirected

thatangertoyouphysically?



Me:No(Ilookeddown)

Ntsika:Iwishforthingstoreturntonormal,my

Queen.Ihavenotheardyoulaughinalong

time. 

Me:Muchhaschanged,Ntsika.Wemustgoto

theeatingchamberforthemorningfeast.It

wouldberudetokeepthefamilywaiting.

Ntsika:Iamgoingtositandwaituntilyouare

finishedandwecangotogether.

Me:Doyounotgetit,Ntsika?Idonotwishfor

youtoseemynakedness(Ishoutedwhile

crying)

Ntsika:Whywouldyoudeprivemyeyesofsuch

abeautifulsight? 

Me:Itisnotbeautifulanymore,myKing.

Ntsika:Whatelsehashappened,Ndoni?Has

he...hasheforcedyoutohavebedroom

dealingswithhim?(Icouldseehestruggledto

askthequestion)



Me:No,myKing. 

Ntsika:Talktome,Ndoniyamanzi.Iamnotable

toreadyourmind. 

Me:MybodyisnotthesameasitwasbeforeI

hadourPrince. 

Kamva:Mada(heshoutedontheothersideof

thedoor)

Me:Wearetospeakagainlater. 

.

HewenttoopenthedoorandKamvaranin.I

pickedhimuptryingtoavoidmakingeye

contactwithNtsika.HeleftusandKamvaran

afterhim.FinallyIcoulddressincomfortnow.I

havebeenhidingmyselffromhimbecauseI

fearthathemightseewhatLahliwedidwhen

hesawmynakedness.Inolongerhavethe

confidencetobewithhim.Ifinishedandwent

totheeatingchamberwhereIfoundeveryone

seated. 



.

Me:Greetings.(Isatdown)

Ntando:GreetingsNdoni,Didyouknowthat

Mbalekiispregnant.(myeyeswidened)

Me:Shehasjustgottenfat.Sheisnotpregnant.

Bukhosi:Sheis,myQueen. 

Me:Whatdowedoinsuchasituation?Areher

cubsnotgoingtobewild? 

Ntsika:Idonotbelievethatyourancestors

wouldhaveallowedhertohavelittleonesif

theyweretobeadangertous.Arewetokeep

them? 

Me:Idonotknow,myKing.Doyouwishforus

tokeepthem? 

Ntsika:Idonothaveaproblemwithhaving

moreMbaleki's.(helaughedsoftly)

Kamva:MoreBaleki(welaughed)

Ntando:Maybeyouaretogivemeone.



Me:Ineedtoaskfatherifkeepingthelittleones

issafe.IcannotbelieveMbalekiistohavelittle

ones.Makingagrandmotheroutofmeatsuch

ayoungage(theylaughed)

Bukhosi:Clearlyshedoesmorethenjust

hunting. 

Me:IsuspectMliloorMqhobi.Youandfather

aretopayfordamagestomyladycheetah

(theylaughed)

Ntando:Ndoni,arewestilltogotothe

orphanage? 

Me:Yes,Iamgoing.Ididnotknowthatyou

wishtocomewithme.

Ntando:Ido(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Bukhosi,KamvaandIaretogotothe

farmsandcheckoutifallisstillwell.

.

IdonotknowwhyNtandoissohappytogoto

theorphanagebutIamnotgoingtoquestionit.



IgotKamvareadyforhistriparoundthefarms

withhisfather.IhavebeenavoidingNtsika

sinceourconversationearlieron.Webidour

farewellsandweallwentourseparateways.

NtandoandIarrivedattheorphanage,we

enteredandgreeted.

.

Zinzi:MyQueen,myapologiesforbeingill

manneredtoyouallthistime.Myhearthasjust

beenheavyforlosingasister. 

Me:Youhavenotlostme,Zinzi.Icomehereas

muchasIcanbutithasbeenyouwhohasbeen

pushingmeaway.Myapologiesifyoufeellike

youhavelostasisterbutIcannotbethesame

Ndoniyouonceknew.IamnowQueenandI

haveplentyofresponsibilitiesbutitdoesnot

meanthatIloveyouanyless.Youareallstill

mysisterbutIjustcannotlivewithyou. 

Zinzi:Iunderstand,sister.Myapologiesonce

again. 



Me:Apologyaccepted.(Istoodandembraced

her)

Mama:Itbringsmejoytoseepeacebetween

thetwoofyouagain.Zinzi,youhavetogonow

andgetwater. 

Ntando:Permissiontogowithyou,young

maiden. 

Zinzi:Itisofnoneed,myPrince. 

Ntando:ButIinsist.Youaresuretoneedthe

protectionofayoungwarriorincaseofdanger.

(Ilaughedsoftly)

Zinzi:YoumaycomewithmeifMamaandthe

Queenallows.

Mama:Youmaygowithherbutdonotdoany

naughtythings.

Zinzi:Donotworry,Mama.Ishallnothaveany

boykissme. 

Me:Ntandoyabantu,youneedtobehaveanddo

notkeepZinzifromherduties. 



Ntando:Iholdnohiddenagenda,Ndoni.Igive

youmypromise.Maywego,mylady?(Zinzi

smiled)

Zinzi:Wemay,myPrince(theyleftus)

Mama:Zinziisgoingtostartplanningher

weddingtothePrinceinherimagination.(I

laughed)

Me:Sheishalfroyaltyisshenot? 

Mama:Yes,hermotherwasaservantinoneof

theneighbouringKingdomsandhadbedroom

dealingswiththePrincethere. 

Me:IthinkthatchildrensuchasZinzineedto

becrownedPrincessesbecauseitseemsmost

Kingdomslackmaidens.Soonthereisnot

goingtobeanyfullbloodedroyalmaidensleft. 

Mama:Itisnotachangethatistocomesoon,

myQueen.Zinziislikeashametoherfather

andhiswifeshallneveracceptabastard. 

Me:Haveyoutoldherwhereshecanfindher



father? 

Mama:Sheknowsnowwhoandwhereheis.I

fearthatshemightrunofftofindhimandonly

bedisappointedtofindthatsheisnotwelcome.

EnoughaboutZinzi.Ihaveamatterthatweighs

heavyonmyheart,myQueen.Permissionto

speaktoyouaboutit. 

Me:Speak,Mama. 

Mama:Thereiswordgoingaroundthe

KingdomthatsaysthatUmhlabaOchumileyois

soontotradeslaves.Isittrue? 

Me:Itisalljustarumour.Theimposterthat

wasintheroyalhousepretendingtobetheKing

wantedtoapprovethedealbutithasbeen

calledoff.Nothingisgoingtohappen.That

mantookthechildrenwithoutpermission.My

KingandIhadnoknowledgeofit.Hewouldnot

havestoppedthechildrenthiefifhewasalso

guilty.

Mama:Myapologiesforbringingthisupagain.



Iamjustsoworriedaboutthesafetyofthe

girls. 

Me:Wehaveputguardsheresonoharmisto

comeyourway.Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Isatandplayedwiththegirlsandtheolder

onesreadforme.Itisnotyetperfectreading

buttheyareimproving.Itwastimeforusto

headbackbutNtandohasnotreturned.The

riverisnoteventhatfar.Idohopethattheyare

wellandsafe.Thetwoofthemfinallyarrived

talkingnonstop.Webidfarewellandmadeour

waybacktothemainland. 

.

Ntando:ThatZinziisabeautifulmaiden. 

Me:Shetrulyis.Whathastakenyousolongto

getwater?

Ntando:Wehavenotdoneanyindecency,

Ndoni.Igiveyoumypromise.Wesatinthe



shadeandatefruitandshesangforme.She

hasatrulymagicalvoice(Ismiled)

Me:Yes,sheisgifted.Hasyourheartchosen

her? 

Ntando:Iamtooyoungforsuch,Ndoni.You

knowthatwecannotlovecommoners.Iam

sureasuitorischosenformealready.Iamto

reachmaturitysoon(helookedafarwhile

sayingit)

Me:YouhavelikedZinzi'scompanysinceyou

wentwithfathertogivetheorphanagegifts.

Bukhositoldme. 

Ntando:Bukhosihasabigmouth.Doeshenot

knowthatthebusinessofmenaretoremain

betweenmen?(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Sheishalfroyalty.(hequicklyturnedhis

headtolookatme)

Ntando:DoyouthinktheKingandQueenareto

allowamarriagebetweenahalfbloodroyaland



afullbloodone?

Me:Youarestilltooyoungtothinkabout

marriage,Ntando.Letustalkagainonceyou

havereachedmaturity.Perhapstherulesareto

changeinafewyears. 

Ntando:Youarethebestsister,Ndoni.Ihave

alwaysbeenabletospeaktoyoufreely.(he

smiled)

Me:Nexttimeyouaretovisitforlonger.Ilove

you. 

Ntando:AndIyou.Iamsuretocomevisitmore

often. 

.

Werodeonuntilwegottothemainland.

NtandoaskedtogomeetBukhosiandNtsikain

thefarmssoIhadahorsepreparedforhim.He

isinlovewithZinzibuttheyarestilltooyoung

tospeakofmarriage.Ifonlytheyknewthatthis

thingcalledmarriageisnotaneasypartnership



tobeinattimes.Mbalekilaidlazilyintheshade

andIwenttoinspecther.Shetrulylooks

pregnant!WhatamItodowiththelittleones

oncetheycome.Aretheychosenassheisor

aretheymeanttobewild?WhywouldIbe

blessedwithmanyprotesters?Iwentaboutmy

dutiesoftheday.IthoughtaboutwhatNtsika

spokeandtruthisImisshimdearlybutIfear

beingwithhim.Itseemsthatthewoundsof

whathappenedhasstayedevenwhenIthought

thatitisallfinallyover. 

.

.

.

#Ntsika

IcannotbelievethatNdoniwouldthinkthatI

careaboutthechangesherbodyhasgone

throughduetoKamva'sbirth.Shehasnever

hadaproblembeforesowhynow?Iwalkedin

deepthoughtswhenIheardBukhosicalloutmy



name.Ilookedathim. 

.

Bukhosi:Yourpeoplehavebeengreetingyou

butitseemsyourthoughtstookyoufar. 

Me:WhereisKamvalesizwe?(hepointedahead)

Bukhosi:Issomethingthematter,brother?

Me:Iamjustthinkingaboutallthathas

happened.Somuchhaschanged.

Bukhosi:Noonewouldremainthesameafter

whatyouandNdonihavebeenthrough.You

weremadeaslaveandthatissuretoleaveit's

ownemotionalwounds.

Me:ThatiswhyIdonotwishtoinvolvemy

Kingdominsuch.AtleastNgxakiwasdealtwith

accordingandistoneverbeaproblemagain. 

Ntando:Brothers,waitup!(heshoutedbehind

usandrantous)

Me:WhereisNdoni? 



Ntando:Shehasgonebacktothemainland. 

Me:Ineedtoheadbackquickly.

Bukhosi:Issomethingthematter? 

Me:No,Ijustneedtodosomethingvery

important.IaskthatyoulookafterKamvaand

ensurethathereturnshomesafely.

Ntando:Wearehisuncles.Donotfear,heisin

safehands.Goandattendtoyourother

business.

Me:Mythanks.

.

IrantowheremyhorseistiedandIrodeas

fastaspossible.IfNdoniyamanzidoesnot

believethatIstilldesireherthenIshallproveit

withactions.Iarrivedinthemainlandandgot

intotheroyalhouse.Ifoundherspeakingto

oneoftheservantsandIrushedtoherand

pickedherup.Theshockandconfusionmade

herunabletospeak.Iwalkedtoourchamber,



closedthedoorandputheronthebed. 

.

Ndoni:Whatareyoudoing?(shesmiled)

Me:ShowingyoujusthowmuchIloveyouand

desireyou. 

Ndoni:Youneednotpro... 

.

Ikissedherbeforeshecouldfinishandshe

reactedwithasoftmoan.Thewaitwasjusttoo

muchsoItookoffallherclothingandIjust

tookamomenttoappreciatethebeautybefore

me.Idonotknowhowshecansaythather

nakednessisnolongerbeautiful.Ikissedand

caressedallofherandhersoftmoansfilledthe

chamber.Bothofourclothinglandedonthe

floor,wecaressedeachothersbodiesandI

finallybecameonewithher.Thepleasure

becamesointensethatIamsureallcanhear

ourlovesounds.ImadelovetomyQueenagain



anditfeelsmagical.Iheldhertightlyinmy

armsaswetriedtobreathnormally.

.

Me:Neversayyouarenolongerbeautiful,

Ndoni.Itbrokemyheartwhenyouuttered

thosewords. 

Ndoni:Youareanamazingman,Ntsika.Iguess

Inolongerfeltworthyofyouafterallthathas

happened.

Me:Youareworthyofallthegoodthatlifehas

toover,myQueen.Ihavemissedbeingone

withyouagain.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:Ithoughtyouhavelostyourmindwhen

youpickedmeup. 

Me:Ijustcouldnotwaittohaveyouagain.May

Iaskyousomething?

Ndoni:Ask,myKing. 

Me:Canwepleasetrytohaveanotherchild?

Pleasedonotdrinktheremedythatprevents



pregnancy.(sheliftedherheadandlookedup

atme)

Ndoni:Iwouldlovetocarryyourchildagain.I

loveyou.(Ismiledindelight)

.

Wekissedonceagainandmadeloveagainand

again.Havingherinmyarmsmakesmefeel

likethemostwealthiestmaninmylife.Wefell

asleepbutgotwokenupbyaloudknock.I

stoodup,mademyselfdecentandwentto

openup.Itwasaguardsayingfatherwantsto

seeusatonce.Ndonigotupandwefirstmade

ourselvesdecent.

.

Ndoni:Whatcouldbesourgent?

Me:Idonotknow,myQueen.Hopefullythereis

notgoingtobemoreproblems.Wehavehad

toomuchofthose. 

Ndoni:LetusgobecauseIdieofcuriosity.



.

Iheldherhandandwemadeourwaytothe

guestchamberwherefatheris.Withhimisa

manandawomanwithsomeonesittingonthe

floorwithablanketcoveringhimorher.We

greetedandsatdown. 

.

Me:Youhavecalled,father. 

Father:Yes,myKingandmythanksforcoming

atonce.Thisisamatterofgreaturgency.

ThesearethepeopleoftheAmandlaKingdom.

Me:WastherenotwordofthatKingdombeing

nomore? 

Father:Indeeditisnolongerinexistence

becauseofaninvasionfromanotherKingdom.

Mostofit'speoplewerekilledandsomesold.. 

Ndoni:Dotheyseekhelpinreclaimingwhat

theyhavelost,father? 

Father:No,myQueen.Theycomewithanother



matter.TheysaythattheirPrincesswas

capturedintoslaveryanditwastherethatshe

metKingNtsika. 

Me:WhoisthisPrincess?Iaskthatshebe

revealed.

.

Thewomanstoodandwenttorevealthe

personthatsatonthefloor.Shelookedfamiliar

butIcouldnotrecallproperly.Aftersome

thoughtIfinallyrecognisedher.Itisthemaiden

IwasexpectedtoimpregnatewhenIwas

captured. 

.

Woman:MyKing,Iamthegrandmotherofthe

Princess.Shehastoldmewhathappened

betweenthetwoofyouincaptivity.Youhave

madeherimpureandnowsheiscarryingthe

childofthissoil. 

Ndoni:Ntsika?(shesaidsoftly)



Me:Ihavenottouchedtha... 

Woman:Mygranddaughterwaspureandyou

havetakenherinnocence.Sheisnowcarrying

yourheirandweexpectyoutodotherightthing

andmarryher. 

Me:Idonotcarewhatyourdaughterhastold

youbutIhavenottouchedher!Ndoni,Ihave

notimpregnatedanyone.Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Thelookofpainanddisappointmentinhereyes

painedmesomuch.Shestartedtocryand

stoodupquickly.Itriedtorunafterherbut

fatheradvisedthatIlethercalmdown.I

watchedassheranoutoftheroyalgrounds

andMbalekifollowedherkeeper.Whatisthis

maidenplanning!Ihavenotevenkissedher,let

aloneimpregnateher.IcannothaveNdoni

believethatIbetrayedherlikethis.Ihavenever

evenwishedforasecondwifeandIrefuseto

raiseachildthatisnotmine.Iwentbacktoget



thismaidenspeakthetruthbutshewouldnot

changeherstory.HowamIgoingtoproveto

myQueenthatthisisnotmychild?
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IdidnotlistentofathersoIranoutafter

Ndoniyamanzi.Surelyshecouldnothavegone

toofar.Iranoutintotheopenfieldbutcould

notseeherandpanicstartedtocreepintomy

heart.Iwalkedforwardandsawherlyinginthe

grassfacingthesky.ShelookedatmeasI

approachedbutfacedtheskyonceagain.Ilaid

nexttoherandjustkeptsilentforawhile.

.

Me:Ihavenothadanybedroomdealingswith



thatmaidenoranyothermaiden,Ndoni.(she

keptquiet)

Ndoni:HowamItoknowwhenyouneverspeak

aboutyourexperiencesatthatplace,Ntsika? 

Me:Idonotwishtomakeyourheartfeelheavy

bytellingyousuchdetails.

Ndoni:Iamyourwife,Ntsika.Youaremeantto

shareyourpainwithme.Iamnotsomeweak

younggirl.Ihaveaskedyouoverandoveragain

whattheyhavedonetoyoubutyoukeepon

avoidingspeakingaboutit. 

.

Itookherbyherwaistandlaidherontopofme.

Herbigeyesnowsmallduetothecrying.Sheis

rightIhavenottoldheraboutmytemporary

sufferingasaslave.Ikissedherlipsandshe

restedherheadonmychest. 

.

Me:Ihavenotspokenaboutitbecauseithas



effectedmemorethanIrealised,myheart.(she

lookedatme)

Ndoni:Isitwhyyouhavebeenrestlessinyour

sleep?Youattimescryoutinyoursleepbut

refusetoshareanythingonceyouwakeup. 

Me:Iamaman,Ndoni.HowamIsupposeto

tellmyladythatIcarryfearinmyheart?Ifear

goingtodistantsoilsbecauseIfearbeingtaken

onceagain. 

Ndoni:Yourladydoesnotseeyouaslessofa

manjustbecauseyouholdfear,myKing.You

aregoingtogetthroughthisbutIcannothave

youshutmeout.

Me:Wehavebothbeenclosedbookstoeach

otherafterallwehavewitnessed.Myapologies

fornotsharingmybadexperience.Thelifeofa

slaveisenoughtobreakeventhestrongestof

men. 

Ndoni:Nothingcanbreakmywarrior.Youhave

justgonethroughaterriblethingbutIknowyou



aregoingtogetthroughit.Ibelieveinyou,my

King. 

Me:IhaveyoubymysidesoIcangetthroughit.

Ineedtofreemymindoffthechainsandstop

feelingfear.Ihavenotmadeherpregnant.The

guardsorderedthephysicallystrongmentobe

oneinfleshwiththeslavemaidens.Theaimis

tohavechildrenwhoaretobebornasslaves. 

Ndoni:Thatissoterrible.Thepoorlittlechildren

aretoneverhaveatrueidentity.

Me:ItisafilthybusinessbutthismaidenandI

pretendedtobehavingbedroomdealingsto

fooltheguardsbutmyseedhasnevergone

intoherbody,myQueen.Igiveyoumypromise.

Idonotwishtohaveanotherwomancarrymy

children.Myonlysinisnottellingyouwhat

happenedtherebecauseifyouhadknowledge

youwouldnothavereactedasyouhavejust

now. 

Ndoni:Ifelttoohurttostayinthechamber.My



apologiesforthat.Howarewetodealwith

this? 

Me:Iamnotgoingtoacceptresponsibilityfor

thechildcreatedbyanotherman. 

Ndoni:Whywouldshecomeupwithsuchalie?

Itisbecauseofyouthatsheisfree. 

Me:Itisactuallybecauseofyou.Whenthemen

Iplannedanescapewithapproachedmesaying

thatwearenottotakethewomenwithus.Itis

becauseofyouandyourfatherthatshesits

thereandnotworkingforaslavemaster.She

evensaidthatherheartbelongstosomeone

else.

Ndoni:Itseemsthesetitlesweholdattractall

typesofcrazy.Iattimeswishtobeanordinary

person.

Me:Letuslieinthisgrassandbeordinary

beforegoingbacktodealwithournewcrazy.

(shelaughedsoftly)



Ndoni:Theproblemisnotgoingtosolveitself,

Ntsika. 

Me:Iholdknowledgeofthat,myheartbutyou

believemeandthatisallthatmatters.(Ikissed

herpassionately)

Ndoni:MyKing,youaremakingmybodyreact

toyourtouch.(Ibrushedherthighsgently)

Me:ThatiswhatIwant,myQueen.Icannotget

enoughofyouandIdonotwishto.(shekissed

myneckanditfeltsensational)

Ndoni:Idonotwishforyoutostopeither.

Pleasehavemehere.Iwishtofeelyouinsideof

me.(shewhispered)

.

Icuppedherfaceinmyhandsandlookedather

intenselyandthelookofpassioninhereyes

drovemecrazy.Noteventhepossibilityofwold

animalsisgoingtostopme.Imadelovetoher.

Theworldandallit'sproblemsdisappearedinto



thebackgroundforawhileandIwishedthatit

wouldnotstopbutwehadtogobacktoreality.

Wewalkedtoanearbyriverandplayedinthe

water.ShelaughedsomuchthatIfeltmyheart

befilledwithjoy.Ihavenotheardthatsweet

laughinalongwhile.Afterawhilewewalked

backtotheroyalgroundsholdinghands. 

.

Ndoni:Iaskthatyoupleaseteachmehowto

rideahorsewhenyouhavetime.(Ilookedat

her)

Me:Youhaveneverwishedtolearn. 

Ndoni:IrealisedwhenIranoutthatgettingona

horsewouldhavesparedmealotofeffort.(we

laughed)

Me:Wearetostartthelessonssoon,myheart.

Kamvaseemstolikeitalit(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Heisgrowingupsoquickly.MyKing,

wouldyouagreetoalsoteachmeweaponskills.



ThewarriorinZwelihlecoveredthebasicsbutI

needtruetraining(shesaidwithexcitement)

Me:Justgivemeyourpromisethatyouwon't

wishtogotobattlewithourwarriorssoon(she

laughed)

Ndoni:No,itisjustforsurvival.Idonotwishto

behelplessasIwasafewweeksago.Iwantto

knowhowtodefendmyselfandKamvashould

therebedangerwhileyouareaway.(Ismiled

withpride)

Me:IamgoingtoteachyouallthatIknow.No

leniencyistobegiventoyou.(shejumpedon

mewithanembrace)

Ndoni:Youaretotreatmeasyouwouldany

otheryoungwarrior.Iamnotgoingtobeangry

atyouforshoutingatme,Igiveyoumypromise.

Me:Wehavereachedhome.Areyoureadyto

dealwitheverything?

Ndoni:Wedonothaveachoice,myKing. 



.

Ikissedherhandandwewalkedintotheguest

chamber.Itseemsourguestsgotserveddrinks

andfood.NdoniandIsatdownandalleyes

wereonus. 

.

Father:Wearegladthatyoubothareback.

Ntsika,thismaidenstillspeaksthesamestory. 

Me:Youngmaiden,Idonotknowwhatyouwish

toachievefromyourplanbutyouandIboth

knowthatitisnotmychildthatgrowsinyour

belly. 

Her:Youdidnotsaysuchcruelwordswhenyou

hadmeanddisgracedme,myKing. 

Ndoni:TheKingsaysthatheisnotguiltyofthis,

fatherandIbelievemyhusband.

Grandmother:Weknowthatthethoughtof

welcomingasecondwifeinyourhomemakes

youfeelthreatenedbutmychildhasnotcome



totakeyourplace.Shejustwishesforawarm

homeforherunbornchild. 

Ndoni:Whatisyourname,dearPrincess? 

Her:Nosandiso,myQueen. 

Ndoni:Youknowtheshockofyournewsmade

mymindgoblankforamomentbutonceIlaid

onthegrasslookingupintheskyIgatheredmy

thoughts.WhentheKingofZwelihlehelda

celebrationformyreturnyearsagoyourfamily

honouredtheinvitation.Youdidsayyouarea

PrincessoftheAmandlasoilright?Whyisit

thatIdonotrememberyourfacebeing

amongstthem? 

Her:Uhm...Iamnotfeelingwell(she

"collapsed")

Grandmother:Iaskforachambertoputherin.

Beingpregnantisnoteasy.Surelyyouhold

knowledgeofthat,myQueen.

Me:Wecanallseethatsheisrunningfromthe



truth.Idonotwishtoharmherunbornchild

thoughsolethergoandrest.Weareto

continuelater. 

Ndoni:Donoteventhinkofspreadingdark

medicineinmyhouse.Youaresuretoregretit

becauseIamgoingtoknow. 

.

Ndonihadaservantgotoprepareachamber

forourunwelcomepregnantguest.Shealso

excusedherselfsayingsheisgoingtoandgo

aboutherbusiness.Itgivesmegreatjottohave

herinmycorner.IsatRuthFatherwhoremain

askingmeplentyofquestionsanditstartedto

annoymegreatly.Istoodandwentouttothe

farmstocheckonthePrinces.Kamvaranto

measIapproachedandIpickedhimup.Heis

becomingheavierbyday.Wesatunderatree

andatestrawberriesandsuddenlyallseemed

hopefulagain.NdoniandIseemtobegoing

backtonormalandoursonishappy.Ourfarms



areproducingbeautifulproductsandsoonwe

aregoingtohaveachild.Wehaveconceived

anotherchildtoday,Icanjustfeelit.Isatwith

mybrothersandlookedoutintothebeautifulof

thesoilofmyancestors.

.

.

.

#Ndoni

IfNtsikahadnotkeptwhathappenedtohimin

thatterribleplacemyreactionwouldhavebeen

better.Itseemsliketheproblemsoflifekeep

makingastopatourdoorstepbeforemoving

on.ItookaspearandMbalekitotheguest

chamberwherethismaidenis.Iwentinwithout

knockingandfoundherandhergrandmother

whispering.

.

Me:Donotstopyoursecretconversation



becauseofme. 

Grandmother:Iaskthatyougiveusprivacyto

rest,myQueen.

Me:AmIaguestinyourhouseorareyoua

guestinmyhouse? 

Grandmother:Myapologiesforoffendingyou.It

isjustthatmychildneedstorest. 

Me:Iamgoingtomakesuresherest,mylady.I

askthatyoupleaseexcuseus. 

Grandmother:Asyouwish.

.

Shenervouslylookedatherchildandleftslowly.

IsatnexttothemaidenandMbalekialso

climbedontothebedandshejumpedup. 

.

Me:Donotfear,dearPrincess.Shedoesnot

bite. 

Her:Itisawildanimal.Howcouldyousaythat



shedoesnotbite? 

Me:Youarerightshetrulyisawildanimaland

shehasgivenhervictimspainfuldeaths.I

cringeasIthinkofhowsheclawedthem.Ican

stillheartheircriesofagony.AttimesevenIdo

nothavecontrolofher.Shehatesdeceivers

andshecansmellthem.HowIwishIhadthat

gift.Tosniffoutliarsanddealwiththem

according.Areyouadeceiver,dearPrincess?

Her:No,myQueen. 

Me:Ilovetruthfulpeoplebecausetheycalmmy

craziness.Isometimeswonderwhatitwould

beliketoskinaliaralive(Ilookedatthespear)

Her:ThenIpitythosewhodareli...lietoyou.(I

smiledather)

Me:Justimagine,maiden.IfIcouldskinthe

liar'sfacethenperhapsIwillbeabletomake

theentireworldseejusthowuntruthfultheyare.

Iamtostartaroundtheedgesandcutopenthe

skinthenpeelitawayslowlyasIlistentothe



agonisingscreamsofmyvictim(Ilaughedout

loud)

Her:IhavenotsleptwiththeKing.Iamnot

evenpregnant.(shespokesoquickly)

Me:Ialreadyheldknowledgeofthat,maiden.

Whatwasyourplan?Heisnofoolandwould

neverhavetakenresponsibilityforasinhehas

notcommitted. 

Her:AfterourKingdomburntdownmy

grandmotherandIhavenowheretogo.Itold

heraboutthekindnessofyourhusbandandout

ofdesperationmadeaplan.Pleaseacceptour

apologies.

Me:Iamgoingtohavemercyonyoubecause

youalreadyhavenothingandbecauseIknow

thatyouwentthroughabadtimeintheslave

camp.Youaretotakeyourgrandmotherand

whoevertheotherpersonisandmakesureyou

neversetfootonmysoilagain.ShouldIfind

youhereinfutureyouaresurenotgoingtobe



aslucky.IfIdarehearthatyouhavetriedtodo

thisonsomeoneelseyouwillpaydearly.You

mighthaveseenaneasytargetwhenyousaw

usforsomereasonbutwearealotofthings

butweakisnotoneofthem.Whatdidyouplan?

Tofakeapregnancyuntilwhen? 

Her:IwasgoingtosayIhavelostthechild

onceIwasmarried.(myheartsank)

Me:Doyouthinkthatlosingachildisathingto

playwith?Youdonotrealisethepainitcauses

towomanwhohavereallygonethroughitand

youwerewillingtolieaboutsuchaseriousand

painfulthing.Iwishthatyouneverfeelthepain

oflosingachildsomeday.Nowgetoutofmy

houseatonce. 

Her:Youarenevergoingtoseeusagain.We

giveyouourpromise.Ourapologiesonce

again. 

.

Shestoodupquicklyfromthebedandshe



walkedout.Shewenttotellfatherthatshehas

beenlyingallthistimeandfatherwantedherto

bepunishedbutIletthemgo.Somethingjust

tellsmethattheyarenotbadpeople,theyare

peoplewhoareledbydesperation.Ihavehad

enoughwithhavingpeopleheldincaptivityor

havingthemkilled.TruthisthatIamexhausted

andallIhopeforispeace.Motherhasonce

toldmethatawomansometimesneedstodo

stuffshehasneverimaginedtokeepher

marriageintact.Ihavejustthreatenedtoskina

personaliveandjustthinkingaboutitmakes

myskincrawl.Iamjusthappythatthiswasnot

aprolongedproblem.Ithoughtthatshewould

standbyherstorybutsheclearlywasafraid.

AftertheyweretakenawayIwenttobath

becauselyinginthegrassisclearlynotagood

idea.IfinishedandNtsikawalkedin. 

.

Ntsika:Fatherhastoldmethemaiden

confessedafteryouspokewithher. 



Me:Itdidnottakemucheffort.Iamjustglad

weridoftheproblemquickly.Whereis

Kamvalesizwe? 

Ntsika:TheyareallatBantu's.Ziphohas

cookinganicemealandtheyhaveinvitedus.I

havehonouredtheinvitationonyourbehalfas

well. 

Me:Iwouldlovetogo.ShouldIhavethembring

watersoyoucanbath.Surelyyourbodyfeels

itchy.

Ntsika:Wearegoingtositaroundafire,my

Queen.Iamgoingtobathoncewehave

returned. 

Me:Iamnotgoingtostayupandhelpyou(he

laughed)

Ntsika:Donotspeaktosoon.Youaresureto

cravethishandsomeKingofyourssoon(I

laughed)

Me:Stopbeingsilly,myhandsomeKing.What



canwetaketoZiphoasagift? 

Ntsika:Theyhavenotaskedforanything.

Me:Wecannotarriveemptyhanded,myKing.I

amgoingtotakelotsofginger.

Ntsika:Asyouwish.Iamhappy,Ndoni.(he

smiled)

Me:Iamalsohappyanditisallbecauseofyou

m. 

.

WekissedandIfinishedgettingdressed.Ihad

gingerbeputinabucketandfruit.Weinvited

Xhantibecauseheneedssomehappinesstoo.

Hegladlyaccepted.Ntsikacarriedthegiftto

ZiphoandBantu'shome.Wearrivedand

greeted. 

.

Zipho:Mythanksforthegingerandfruits,my

KingandQueen.Wearesuretohavebigbellies

oncewefinish.(welaughed)



Me:Mythanksfortheinvite.Weneededto

spendsometimeoutsideabit.Itsmellsso

lovelyalready.Doyouneedandhelp. 

Bantu:Youareourguests.Youneednotlifta

finger. 

Ntsika:Wehavestoppedbeingguestsineach

othershomeslongago. 

Xhanti:Itseemslikethisisacelebrationof

youngpeople.

Ntando:Itisnot.Itisacelebrationforold

people,youthandlittlebabies.(welaughed)

Bukhosi:Iamjustcurioustoknowwhenthe

foodisgoingtobeready. 

Bantu:Isharethesamecuriosityasyou,

brother.

Zipho:GoodthingIamcookinginbigpots

becauseitseemsyouareallgoingtoeatalot.I

willgoandpourthisdeliciousgingerfor

everyone.



Me:Iamgoingtohelpyou.Youcannotleave

meherewithallthecomplaininghungrymen. 

Ntsika:Youarenottoridofanyofusanytime

soon,especiallynotofmesogetusedtothe

complaining,dearwife.(everyonelaughed)

.

Weleftandallweheardbehinduswereman

laughterandbigvoices.Ntandoyabantuisjust

toomatureforhisage.Hespeaksasifheisthe

sameageastheothermen.Evenfatherwas

laughingsomuchanditwarmedmyheart.We

servedeveryonegingerandwenttostirthepots.

HowIhavemissedthislife! 

.

Zipho:Ihaveneverseenanyonelookingso

happywhilestirringapot.

Me:Thisremindsmesomuchofmyoldlifeas

acommoner.Inowhavepeoplewhodoallof

thisforme.



Zipho:Isthatnotagoodthing? 

Me:Ithasit'smomentsbutnothingbeatsthis.

Justlookathowhappyeveryoneis.Even

ThandoandKamvaarestillawakebecause

theyfeelthejoy. 

Zipho:Itgivesmejoythatyouarelaughing

again,sister.(Ntsikawalkeduptous)

Ntsika:MyQueen,isthefoodnotready?Your

Kingisdyingofhunger(hewhisperedandI

laughed)

Me:Whyareyouwhispering?

Ntsika:Themensaidyoutwowouldlistenand

bringthefoodiftheKinggivesanorder.(we

laughed)

Zipho:Thefoodisready,myKing.Youcango

andtellthestarvinggroup.Iamgoingtogoget

bowlstodishupin(sheleftus)

Ntsika:Givemealittlepieceofmeatbeforethe

otherssee(Ilaughedsomuch)



Me:OnlybecauseIhavesomuchloveforyou

anddonotwishtoseeyoustarve. 

Ntsika:Iamnevertostarvewhileyouareinmy

life.(Ikissedhim)

.

Igavehimthemeatandheleft.Iheardsome

complainingfromthegroupandIlaughed.

ZiphoandIpreparedthefoodforeating.Weall

satandhadagreatfeastwithourfriends.Iwas

feedingKamvawhileeating.Aftereatingwesat

aroundthefireandthelaughterfilledtheopen

air.Ifeltlikeanordinarypersonforthefirst

timeafteralongwhile.IamnotNdoniyamanzi

theQueenatthismoment.IamNdoniyamanzi

thewife,mother,daughter,sister,auntand

friend.Titlesthatholdmuchgreaterworthto

methanthatofQueen.SofornowIamjust

goingtoenjoythemomentofbeinganordinary

personsurroundedbythosemyheartbeatfor.
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Weekshavegoneandlifehasbeenfilledwith

welldeservedpeace.Ihaveevenfoughtagainst

thefearoftravelinglongdistances.Ndonihas

startedhertraininginhorseridingandweapon

usingskills.Ifindthatthereissomethingthat

fascinatesmewhenIseeherholdingthose

sharpirons.Iturnedtolookathersleeping

peacefullynexttome.Thesunperfectlykissing

herbeautifulsmoothskin.Sheopenedhereyes

andcoveredherfacewithherhandswhenshe

foundmestarring.

.

Me:Sunrisegreetings,ladywarrior(shelaughed

softly)



Ndoni:Iamstilltoomuchofanamateurtobe

titledthat,myKing.Sunrisegreetingstoyouas

well(Ikissedher)

Me:Youhavebeenlearningquickly,myQueen,

evenBantuisimpressed.

Ndoni:Doesthatmeanthatyouaregoingto

agreeifIwishtogoonbattle?(Iraisedmybrow

andshelaughed)

Me:Battlecampsarenoplaceforalady,Ndoni.

Itisnopleasantplacetobe.Womenaretobe

nurturers.Whoisgoingtocareforthehome

whenwomanalsogotobattle.

Ndoni:Idonotwishtogotobattle,myKing.I

wasjustbeingsilly.Whatareyougoingtodoif

thenextgenerationofyoungmaidenshavea

wishtobeseenaswarriors? 

Me:IhavenotthoughtaboutthatbutIdonot

thinkitisgoingtobewise.Whathappensif

warriorsfallinloveandthemaidenwarriorsfall

pregnant? 



Ndoni:Youhaveapointbutmaidenscanbe

taughtthisskilltoprotectthemselves.Most

husbandsareawayfromtheirhomesdueto

workanditleavesthewomenaloneand

venerable.Isitnotwisetogivethemthemeans

todefendthemselvesandtheirchildren?

Me:Wecouldapprovethatorder,myQueenbut

mostwomenarenotinterestedinhandling

knifesandspears. 

Ndoni:Whichisjustsuchapity.Thereisalso

theissueofroyaltymarryingroyalty.Whatisto

happentotheoffspringsifoneoftheirparents

isacommonerandtheotheraroyalbeing? 

Me:Idonotholdanyknowledgeofthat,my

Queen.Itisnotmuchtodowiththechildrenbut

moretotowiththealliance.Arranged

marriagesaremorebusinessthananything

else.

Ndoni:WhatarewetodoifKamvalesizwefalls

inlovewithacommonersomeday?Would



buildinganalliancebemoreimportantthanhis

happiness?

Me:Iamallformarryingforlove,Ndoni.Before

ImetyouIwaswillingtomarryoutofobligation

butoncemyheartchoseyouInolongerwished

to.Whyarewespeakingaboutthis? 

Ndoni:IhavejustbeenthinkingaboutNtandoa

lotlately.

Me:Hassomethinghappenedtoourbrother?

(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Ithinkhishearthaschosenayoung

maiden.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Itisunderstandable, heistoreachmaturity

soon.Whohashisheartchosen? 

Ndoni:Zinzifromtheorphanage. 

Me:IstheKingandQueenofZwelihlegoingto

approvesuchaunion? 

Me:Fatherisnotgoingto.Lookhowfarhewas

willingtotraveltofindBukhosi'sbride.Zinziis



halfroyalty.Doesthatnotcountforsomething?

Me:Ithinkifthefathersofthesechildrentake

theircommonerloversassecondwivesthe

eldersmightallowafullbloodroyalandahalf

bloodonetowedbecausetwoKingdomswill

stillbeabletobuildanalliance. 

Ndoni:IthinkthatisathingthatKingdoms

mustconsider.Toallowaunionbetweenhalf

bloodroyalandfullbloodones. 

Me:Allisgoingtobewell.Weareyoungand

canimplementanewrulebutitdoesnotmean

thatallotherKingdomsaregoingtodothe

same.

Ndoni:Ijustthinkthatitisunfairforchildren

likeZinzitogrowupinorphanageswhileher

fatherstillbreaths. 

Me:IttrulyissadandthatiswhyIdonotwish

tohaveillegitimatechildren.IlovechildrenandI

wouldnotwishtoseeanyofmyownsuffer. 



Ndoni:AndthatisoneofthereasonswhyIlove

you.Mostmenarenotbotheredwiththeir

childrenbecausetheythinkitisthejoboftheir

motherstolookafterthembutnotyou.Ilove

howmuchtimeyouspendtimewiththePrince

whenyouarefree.(Ismiledindelight)

Me:Idonothaveareplytothosesweetwords.

Mythanks,myQueen(Ikissedher)

Ndoni:Areyoufreetogotothegardenat

sunset?Wehavenotgonethereinalongtime.

Me:IamfreebutfornowIneedyoutoget

ready.Ihaveagiftforyou.(shesmiled)

Ndoni:Whatisit?IsitthebeadednecklaceI

sawinthemarket? 

Me:Iamnotgoingtotellyou.Letusgetupand

see. 

.

Shejumpedupandhadwaterbebroughttoour

chamber.Webothgotourselvesreadyforthe



dayandIcouldseesheisexcited.HowcomeI

holdnoknowledgeofthisnecklaceshewishes

for?IhavetoaskZiphoaboutit.Wegot

dressedandready. 

.

Ndoni:Iamdecentandreadytoseemygift.

(shesmiledinexcitement)

Me:Itisoutside.(Ismiled)

Ndoni:MyKing,whyisthegiftoutside?Isit

somethingbig? 

Me:Iprefertoshowmyladyratherthanexplain.

.

SherushedoutofourchamberandIfollowed.I

chasedheraswemadeourwayoutandshe

laughedsomuchwhenIcaughtherandputher

overmyshoulder.Icarriedhertowherehergift

stoodandputherdowngently.

.



Ndoni:Ntsikawhereisthegift?AllIseeis

horses. 

Me:Youcanbringher!(Ishoutedtoamale

servant)

Servant:Heresheis,myKing(hecamewitha

horse)

Me:Youarenowthenewkeeperofthisbeauty.

Yourridingskillsareperfect,myQueenandI

amgivingyouthishorseasagift(shestarted

tocry)

Ndoni:Sheisbeautiful,Ntsika.Lookathowher

furshines.Ilovehersomuch,myKing.(she

jumpedintomyarms)

Me:Iamgladyouloveher.Youaretonameher

yourselfbutdonotfearsheistrainedand

ready. 

Ndoni:Asifyouwouldriskgivingmeanill

trainedhorse.(Ilaughed)

Me:Youknowmetoowell.(shekissedme)



Ndoni:Idonotknowwhattonameher.Sheis

justperfect.Iamgoingtothinkaboutasuitable

namesoon. 

.

Shebrushedherhorsewhilesmiling.Thelook

ofloveandfascinationonherfacemademe

happy.Shecouldnotrideheryetbecausethe

horsehadnosaddlestrappedonbutsheisto

rideherwhenwegotothegardenlateron.She

thankedmeonceagainandwewentbackto

theroyalhouse.Wehadourmorningfeast.

NdoniwenttobathKamvaafterwardsandI

wenttositwithfather.Helookedlikeasad

injuredanimal.

.

Me:Hassomethinghappened,father? 

Father:Idonotunderstand,myKing.

Me:Youlooklikeamanwhocarriesgreat

burdensonhisshoulders.Whatseemstobe



thematter? 

Father:Ifeellikeamanwithoutpurpose,Ntsika.

Idonotknowwhenlastmyheartfeltjoy. 

Me:DoesitlongforJongi? 

Father:ItusedtothinkthatJongiistheladyit

wishestohavebutIcannotbewithawoman

whokeepssecrets. 

Me:Whatwouldhelpyouthen? 

Father:IaskthatyougototheotherKingdoms

andseekawifeforme(myeyeswidened)

Me:Ayoungmaiden?(helaughed)

Father:Donotbesilly.Anoldmaidenwhohas

notwed. 

Me:Andyouwishforhertoberoyalty?Have

youanyideahowdifficultthatisgoingtobe?I

donothavetimeforthat. 

Father:TheQueenmightbeabletohelp.Iam

old,NtsikaandallIseekisgreatcompany. 



Me:IamgoingtoaskNdonitotakeoverthis

taskbutdonotholdanyexpectations.Whatare

theoddsofanoldmaidenbeingavailable?I

surehopethatyouaretobeluckyinlovethis

timefather. 

Father:Ihavebeenbeggingtheancestorstolet

fatefavourmeinlove. 

Me:Ithinkyouweresupposetohavemarried

manywivesasayoungman.(welaughed)

Father:Amanwithtoomanywomenunderhis

roofisnevertofindtruepeace.Oneismore

thanenoughbutIhavejustbeenchoosing

wrong.PerhapswithNdoni'shelpIamgoingto

findakindwoman. 

Me:Iamgoingtoaskher. 

.

Suddenlyhenolongerlookedsosad.I

understandwhatfathermeansbycraving

company.IlovetheconversationsIhavewith



myQueen.Theymakemeseethingsfrom

anotherperspectiveandmyladyisaperson

whodoesnotfeartellingmewhatshethinks.

SurelyNdoniisnotgoingtomindhelpingfather

seekthisoldmaidenhewishesfor.Ijusthope

thatthenextoneisgoingtodeservehim

becausethelasttwoclearlydidnot.Istoodand

wenttohelpBantuwiththetrainingofyoung

warriors.AlifethatItrulymissbutIknowIam

toneverreturntoit.Myprioritieshavechanged

somuch.butIwouldbeanungratefulmanifI

weretocomplain. 

.

.

.

#Ndoni. 

IwenttogetZiphowhileshewasbusywithher

dutiestoshowhermynewhorse.Istillcannot

believethatIhavemyownhorsethatIcan

independentlyrideon.Usuallywomanareonly



seenridingincarriagesbutnotonthehorse. 

.

Zipho:Areyounotafraidoffailingonthis? 

Me:WellsheistohaveasaddlewheneverIride,

Zipho.Doyounotwishformetoteachyou? 

Zipho:Withwhattimebetweenbeingawife,

motherandsenior? 

Me:Nowyouarejustmakingexcuses,Zipho.

SurelyifIcandoitsocanyou.(shelaughed)

Zipho:Okay,IadmitIamafraidofdoingit.Iam

notasbraveasyou. 

Me:Youareastrongbravewomen.YouandI

aretoridetothemarketonourown.Doesthat

notsoundlikefun? 

Zipho:AQueenatthemarketwithoutguardsis

aQueenatrisk(Ilaughed)

Me:Okayyouareright. 

Zipho:Idoagreethatitistrulyabeautiful



animal. 

.

Wewalkedbacktotheroyalgroundsandwent

aboutourbusiness.Kamvacamerunningtome

andhuggedmylegsasIapproached.Hewas

sayingsomethingbutspokeinhisweird

languagesoIhadtomakehimslowdown.

.

Me:Whatseemstobethematter? 

Kamva:ManyBaleki's. 

Me:Yes,therearemanyMbaleki'sinZwelihle.

Doyouwishtovisitthere?(heshookhishead)

Kamva:ManyBaleki's(hesaidinfrustration)

.

Ididnotunderstandwhathewassayingsohe

tookmyhandandledmetoaguestchamber

andwewalkedin.IfoundMbalekilyingonher

sidebreastfeedingtwocubs.Ismiledand



walkedcloser.Theylookedsosmalland

beautiful.Theirmotherislickingthemwhile

theynurse. 

.

Me:Shiba,Ineedyoutotalktomeplease.Ido

notknowifIshouldkeepthelittleones.(there

wassilence)

Kamva:MyBaleki(hetriedtopickupone)

Me:DonotpickthelittleMbalekiup,Kamva.

Youmighthurthim.Letusnotholdthem.(he

sulked)

Shiba:Greetings,child(Ismiledinrelief)

Me:Ihavestartedtothinkyouhaveleftme

forever.

Shiba:Youmightnotseemeorhearthesound

ofmyatalltimesbutIamgoingtoremainwith

you.Youaregrowingintothewomanyouare

meanttobeNdoniyamanzi.Youhaveeven

surprisedmewiththegracefulstrengthyou



show.

Me:Ihadnochoice,Shiba.Youdidwarnme

aboutthedifficulttimesandIamgratefulforit.

Couldyoupleasetellfatetogivemesomerest?

(shelaughedsoftly)

Shiba:Allistohappenasitshouldbe.Donot

worryaboutyourprotector'soffsprings.They

areagiftforyourchildren.

Me:Ionlyhaveonechildandtherearetwoof

them. 

Shiba:Youcarryyoursecondchild. 

Me:Mychildrenareheirstothisfamilyandnot

thatofZwelihle.Isthisnotgoingtocause

conflictwiththisfamily?

Shiba:ZwelihleandUmhlabaOchumileyoare

nowboundbythechildrenyouandNtsikahave

andaretohaveinfuture.Boththeancestorsof

thissoilandthatofyourpeoplehaveapproved

thisunionbetweenthetwofamiliesbeforeyou



andNtsikawereevenborn.Yourchildrenare

undertheprotectionofbothfamiliesand

cheetahsareapartofthatprotection.Donot

fear. 

Me:Whyhaveyounottoldmeallofthis

before? 

Shiba:Iamtellingyounow,myQueen.Iknow

thatyouandyourKingaregoingtocarewellfor

theoffsprings.Donotfeedthemmeathunted

bysomeoneelse.Oncetheyreachacertainage

theyaretogooutandlearntohuntfromtheir

mother. 

Me:Asyouwish.Mythanksformakingthings

clearer.Arethecheetah'snotgoingtoage

beforetheyreachmaturity?

Shiba:Youarenotalwaysgoingtohearmy

voicebutIamhere.Thesearechosenanimals,

child.Donotfearaboutthedeails.

Congratulations onyourcominggift.(Ismiled)

Me:IhavenothadanysymptomssoIwould



nothaveknownow.Mythanksfortellingme.Is

ittobeaPrinceoraPrincess. 

Shiba:Youaretoknowoncethebabyishere(I

laughedsoftly)

.

Thosewereherlastwordsuntilshespeaks

again.Kamvaseemstoliketheonewiththe

unusualspots.Ipickedthemupandkissed

themandtheyfeltsowarm.Iamnowa

grandmother,Ilaughedatthatthought.Ican

notbelievethatIamcarryinganotherchild.We

leftMbalekiwithherlittleones.Wemustsurely

namethemsoon.IplayedwithKamvaand

Thandooutsideuntiltheybecametired.Weall

wenttorest.Iwokeupafterawhileandfixed

myself.IaskedZiphotolookafterKamvaasI

amgoingtothegardenwithNtsika.Ipacked

foodforusandfoundmyhorsereadyformeto

rideon.Igotonanditfeltmagical.Werode

slowlywhilewetalkedaboutthebusinessof



theKingdom.Myhorserideswithsuch

gentleness.Atrueladysheis!Wearrivedand

madeourwayinside. 

.

Me:Ithasbeenawhilesincewesetfoothere.It

seemstobecomemorebeautiful.

Ntsika:Asdoyou(Ismiledandblushed)

Me:Mythank.Youmustbehungry.

Ntsika:Icouldeatawholecow.(Ilaughed)

Me:Ihaveagiftforyou(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Ididnotexpectanythinginreturn,my

QueenbutIlookforwardtoseeingmygift.

Whereisit?(hekissedme)

Me:Inhere(Itookhishandandplaceditonmy

belly)

Ntsika:Idonotunde...Waitisthegiftachild?

(helookedatme)

Me:Yes,itis.(hepickedmeupinanembrace)



Ntsika:ThemostwonderfulnewsIhaveheard

inalongwhile.Mythanksforthecominggift,

myQueen.

Me:Iamhappytoo.Ididnotthinkitwasgoing

tohappensosoon. 

Ntsika:Iknewitwasjustamatteroftime.You

looksobeautiful(Iblushed)

Me:Mythanks.Thereismorenews.Mbaleki

hasgivenbirthtotwolittleones. 

Ntsika:Iwasstartingtowonderwhentheyare

tocome.Arewetokeepthem? 

Me:OneisgiftedtoKamvalesizweandthe

othertoourunbornchild.Ihopeyoudonot

mind(hesmiled)

Ntsika:Mbalekihasbeenablessingtousand

havingmoreofherisevenbetter.Idonotmind

atall,myQueen.

Me:Shibahasbeensoquiet,Ithoughtshehas

left. 



Ntsika:Theancestorsandguardiansarenotto

berushed.Iamjusthappythatwearesoon

goingtobeblessedwithanotherchild.Ihope

Kamvaisgoingtobewelcomingtothelittle

one. 

Me:HeisagentleboysoIamsureheisgoing

tolovehisnewbrotherorsister.Stillhopingfor

aPrincess? 

Ntsika:Iam,myQueen.UmhlabaOchumileyo

needsmaidens.(Ismiled)

Me:Thatistrue. 

Ntsika:Iamgoingtobeinthechamberwhen

yougivebirthtotellourchildtocomequickand

notcausemyQueenanypain(webothlaughed)

Me:Ifthechildisasstubbornasyoucanbet

henhe/sheissurenotgoingtolisten.(he

laughed)

.

Hekissedmeforalongwhileandembraced



me.Thelookofhappinessonhisfacecannot

bedescribedinwords.Weputtheblanketon

theground,satandstartedtoeat.GoodthingI

packedalotoffoodbecausewebothseemed

tobehungry.Ilaidinhisarmsinpleasantsilent.

Weeventuallyfellasleepbutwokeupaftera

while.Wemadeloveandhetoldmeabouthis

father'srequest.WhereamIsupposetofindan

oldmaidentowedmyfatherinlaw?Iagreed

becauseitsoundslikeNtsikareallywantsme

tohelp.Hetookoutabookandreadbeforeit

becamedark.Listeningtohimreadwhilewe

laidineachothersarmsinourfavouriteplace

remindedmeofthefirsttimewestartedtobe

lovers.Thesunstartedtosetandsoonthedark

skygotfilledwithstars.Nothingbeats

watchingthebeautyofnaturewhileinthearms

oftheoneyoulove.
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.

#Ntsika

Monthshavebyandlifehastrulybeenkindto

us.Ndoniyamanzi'sbellyisgrowingbeautiful.

Kamvalesizweisabletospeakabitbetternow.

Mbaleki'slittleonesarebiggernow.Oneis

femaleandItakethatasasignthataPrincess

isontheway.NdonihasgonetoZwelihlewith

KamvaandZiphoforPrincessMbali,Bukhosi's

secondbaby'scelebration.Icouldnotgo

becausemydutiesherearetoogreat.Isatwith

fatherduringthemorningfeast. 

.

Father:Thepassagesinthishousearenowtoo

quiet.ThePrinceismissedalready.(Ilaughed)

Me:Whenheisherehebecomestoomuchfor

youtohandle.Theyaretobebacksoon,donot

worry.



Father:HastheQueenfoundapotentialmaiden

forme? 

Me:Sheistakingthistaskseriously,father

becauseshewishestoseeyouhappy.Donot

fear,onceshehasmettheoneshedeems

worthytobeyourbridesheisgoingtoknow.

Shehasevenmentionedthatsheisgoingto

lookamongstthemaidenswhoaresureto

honourtheinvitationtothecelebration.

Father:Idohope... 

Guard:Myapologies,yourhighnessesbutthere

isaguestingreatpanicaskingtoseetheKing.

Hesaysitisofgreatimportance(hecutfather

shortandIstood)

Me:Doesthisguesthaveanidentity?

Guard:Hedidnotsay,myKing.Hehasbloodon

hisclothingandwishtoseeyou. 

Father:Letusgolisten,myKing.Ithassparked

curiosityinmymind. 



Me:Lethimwaitintheguestchamberandoffer

himsomethingtodrink. 

Guard:Asyouwish(heleftinahurry)

Me:Iwonderwhataninjuredstrangerwishesto

tellme 

Father:Letusgoandfindout. 

.

Webothstoodleavingourfoodandrushedto

theguestchamber.Wefoundamanseatedand

havingwater.Hisclothingisindeedfilledwith

bloodbuthesuredidnotlooklikeheis

bleedingtodeath.Hestoodandbowedaswe

approached. 

.

Me:Youmayrise(hestood)

Him:Mythanks,myKingandapologiesfor

comingtoyourhouseunannounced.

Me:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouseekhere?



Him:Permissiontonotrevealmyidentity,my

King.Itissuretoangermanypeopleeven

more. 

Father:Youarewastingourtime,stranger.(he

shouted)

Him:IamPhindile,acraftsmanintheKingdom

ofBambananiwhichisundertheru... 

Me:OfKingGoba!Telluswhatyouseekonmy

soil(Icuthimshortandlookedathin)

Him:Ihavebeentravelingforanentireweekto

reachyoursoil,myKing.Iwishtowarnyouof

theinvasionmyKingisplanningonyourland.(I

walkedabout)

Father:Howwouldyouholdknowledgeofthis? 

Him:Ioverheardtwoofhisguardsspeaksto

eachotheraboutthisplanwhiletheywere

walkingaboutinthemarket. 

Me:Howarewetobelievethatthisistrue?You

havecomeallthewayfromyoursoiltoratout



yourownKing.Whatisyouplan,stranger? 

Him:Iholdnohiddenagenda,myKing.King

GobaisacruelKingandmanyofhispeople

wouldsellhimoutbecausewehatehim.You

andyourQueenvisitedourKingdomlongago

andyoucametomymarketplace.Ihavenever

seensuchkindnessfromroyaltyandmymind

wasnevertoforgetyouboth.Allowmetodo

thiskindnesstoforyouinreturn.Iwouldrather

risklosingmylifewarningyouaboutthisthen

sitandwatchhowthatcruelmanruinyou. 

Father:Doyouexpectustobelieveamanwho

isdisloyaltohisownKing?

Him:Youcankillmenowifyouwish,your

highnessbutallIaskisthatyouprepareforan

attack.Idonotknowwhenitistohappenbutit

istoverysoon. 

Me:Ifthisistruethenwegiveourthanksbut

wecannotletyougo.Wearetokeepyouinour

royalcaptivityuntilwefindoutifthereisany



truthinthismatter. 

Him:Asyouwish,yourhighness.

.

Ilettheguardstakeourguesttocaptivityand

hadfoodbetakentohim.Icannotfullytrusta

manwhoiswillingtobetrayhisownKing.Isat

withfatherandlooksofpanicanduncertaintyis

writtenonhisface. 

.

Father:Arewetotakethiswarningseriously?

Me:Wewouldbefoolsnotto,father.Iamgoing

togotalktoBantu. 

Father:HowdareGobatrytodothistous. 

Me:Iamgoingtoseeyoulater,father.Have

moreguardscalledfortheroyalhouse.Have

messengersbesenttoZwelihleandask

Ndoni'sfatherforwarriors.Wedonotknow

howbigthisattackmightbe.Iamnotgoingto

losemypeopleandthelandofmyancestorsto



Goba. 

Father:Asyouwish. 

.

Iwenttomyprivatechamberandworemy

battleattire.Ihavenothadthepleasureof

feelingthismaterialonmyskininalongwhile.I

tookmyweaponsandheadedout.Irushedout

toBantu'shouseandfoundhimsharpeninghis

weapons.Hestoodwhenhesawmeandwe

shookhands. 

.

Bantu:Youdonotlooklikeapleasedman,my

King. 

Me:Wehavegottenawarningaboutapossible

invasion.(hiseyeswidened)

Bantu:Whereisittocomefrom? 

Me:KingGobaofBambanani. 

Bantu:Wearenoteveninwarwiththat



Kingdom.Whywouldheplanningsuch?Whois

yoursource?

Me:HeisaKing,Bantuandapowerhungryone

atthat.Itwouldnotbethefirstthatthisis

happening.Wegotwordfromacommonerin

hisKingdom.Wehavenotieswiththis

Kingdombutwehavebeenexistingwell

together. 

Bantu:Wearetopreparedefenseandattack

lines.Theymustcometomenwhoare

prepared. 

Me:Theyoungwarriorsaretojoinin.Wecan

notriskbeingoutnumbered. 

Bantu:Ihavejustgivenmostthehonoursof

warriorsandsomearestillsemiskilled.Areyou

goingtobeapartofthis?

Me:Donotinsultme,warrior.Iamnotgoingto

sitinsomesecretundergroundchamberwhile

myKingdomisunderthreat.Iamawarriorand

Iamgoingtomakesurethattheyregretever



plottingagainstmyKingdom.MyQueenand

Princeareinsafetyandthatputsmymindto

ease. 

Bantu:IadvisethatyousendwordtoZwelihle,

myKing.AsktheKingtohelpwithmore

warriorsbecausewedonotknowwhatto

expect.

Me:Itisalreadydone,warrior.Fatherhassent

workoutforassistance.

Bantu:Letusnotstandandwastetime.We

needtoputourdefenseinactionincaseofan

attack.

Me:Goodthingweplanforsucheventswell

aheadoftimeorelsewewouldbelosingour

mindswithintensepanic.Areyougoingtobe

abletofightifneedbe,brother?Iknowyourhip

isanissue. 

Bantu:YouthinkthatIamgoingtositand

watchasyouhaveallthefun.Webattle

together,brother.(Ilaughed)



Me:Together,brother(weshookhands)

Bantu:Idonotwishforthiswarningtobetrue

butthethrillofusingourshieldsandweapons

inbattleagainissuretofeelgood. 

Me:Letwhatyouhavejustsaidneverreachthe

earsofourbrides(webothlaughed)

.

Herushedtogetdressedinproperattireand

webothgotonourhorses.IlookedatNdoni's

horseasitstoodgracefulandIamgladit's

keeperisnothere.Weassembledalltheguards

andwarriorsandwetoldthemaboutthe

possiblethreattoourKingdom.Weorderedall

totakeuptheirplacesandbereadyfor

anything.Ihavealsoorderedforsomemento

goaheadinthedirectionofGoba'sKingdomto

seeifthereisanypossibleaction.Fatherhas

askedmetostayintheroyalhousebutIcan

not.IfitisawarthatGobawantsthenheis

suretogetit.Iamnotgoingtohideawaylikea



coward.Iamgoingtofightlikethetruewarrior

thatIam.Idohopethatthisplotisfalseand

thatthestrangerheardwrongbutIhavetobe

preparedbecauseKingdomgetinvadedallthe

time.IamsurenotgoingtosleepuntilIknow

whatiswhat! 

.

.

.

#Ndoni

Mybackissorefromallthiscarriageriding.

HowIwishforaquickerwaytoreachour

destination.IamhappythatIamgoingtosee

myfamilysoonbecauseithasbeenawhile.I

wastakingalittlerestwhenIgotwokenupby

Kamvaclimbingonme. 

.

Kamva:Nomymada(hepushedoneofthe

littlecheetah'saway)



Zipho:MyPrinceitseemsyoudonotwishto

shareyourmother.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Hehasbeenabitgrumpy.Maybeheisjust

tired.(Iheldhimandherestedhisheadonmy

shoulder)

Zipho:Mythanksforinvitingmewithyou,my

Queen.Ihavetrulyneverbeenaguestataroyal

celebration.

Me:Iamjusthappythatyouhonouredthe

invitation.NtsikacouldnotmakeitsoIam

happythatIhaveyouherebymyside. 

Zipho:Iamveryexcited.Ihavemadespecial

attiresforthisvisit(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Ihavetoo.Wearealmostthere.Ican

alreadyseetheroyalhousefromafar(Ipointed

atit)

Zipho:Iamgladthatwearetorestsoon,we

havebeenonthisthingforfartoolong.Doyou

thinkBantuisgoingtosurvivewithoutme? 



Me:Theyaregrownmen.Theroyalstaffare

goingtocookforthembutIunderstandyour

concerns.Mencanbecrybabiesattimeseven

thestrongestones(welaughed)

Zipho:IhopeThandobehaveswell.Thisisher

firstlongdistancetrip. 

Me:WhenhasThandoandKamvaeverbehaved

well?Donotworry,sheisgoingtohavegreat

fun. 

.

ThehorsesmovedatagreaterspeedbecauseI

askedforit.Ijustwishtogetoffandrest

properly.LittleMbaliistofinallybeintroduced

properlytothepeopleofZwelihle.Weentered

theroyalgateandfoundmotherstanding

outsidewaitingforus.Igotoutandshe

embracedus. 

.

Mother:Ohmyblossom,Iamsohappythatyou



arehere. 

Me:Wearehappytoo,myQueen.You

rememberZipho?Mygoodfriendandseniorof

theUmhlabaroyalhouse. 

Mother:Welcometooursoil,child. 

Zipho:Whatabeautifulyoursoilis,myQueen.It

istrulyanhonour(shesmiled)

Mother:Wedohopethatyouenjoyyourstay

herewithus.Ihavepreparedyourchambersfor

you.Youallmustbetiredbecauseithasbeena

longjourney.

Me:Wewouldliketorestfirst,myQueen.

WhereistheKingandPrinces? 

Mother:YourfatherandBukhosiaresittingin

thekraalquitothermenandNtandoisoutin

thefieldcatchingbirdswithhisfriends.One

wouldswearwestarvethatboy(Ilaughed)

.

WewalkedinandthehelpersshowedZiphothe



chambersheandThandoaretouseduringtheir

stay.Motherhadfoodtakentheretooandwe

lefthertorest.Iwalkedtomychamberandput

thesleepingKamvadown. 

.

Mother:Youneedtostoppickingup

Kamvalesizwe,Ndoni.Youarepregnant(I

laughedsoftly)

Me:YousoundjustlikeNtsika.Iamwell,

mother. 

Mother:Mysonisright.Pityhecouldnotcome.

Isallwell? 

Me:Alliswell.Hejusthasalotofbusinessto

dealwith.Hesendshisapologiesfornot

honouringtheinvitation.

Mother:Donotbesilly.Weunderstandthathe

isKingandhasalottodealwith.Howareyou? 

Me:Iamsowell.Thispregnancyiskindtome

becauseIdonotfeelillallthetime. 



Mother:Iamsogladthatyouarehappy.Letme

leaveyoutorestbeforesunset.The

celebrationsaretostartsoon. 

Me:Mythanksforeverything,myQueen.

.

ShekissedmycheekandKamva'sandleft.I

laidnexttothelittleprinceandimmediately

closedmyeyes.Iamtrulyexhausted.Aftera

whileIheardanoise.Almostlikesomething

fallingandIjumpeduptoseewhatitis.Itis

justNcediunpackingourattires.Ilookedather

andIthoughtofsomething.Shecanbeperfect

forXhanti.IsatupandsawKamvaisnotnext

tome. 

.

Ncedi:Donotfear,dearQueen.Heisplaying

withZolekaandThando.(shesmiled)

Me:Iamgladbecausehehasbeengrumpy.

Howareyou,Ncedi? 



Ncedi:Iamwell,myQueenandyou.

Me:Iamhungrybutwell(shelaughed)

Ncedi:Iamgoingtohavethembringyoufood.

(shewantedtogoout)

Me:MythanksforyourkindnessbutIwould

rathergoandeatwiththepeople.Permissionto

askaprivatequestion.(shelookedatme)

Ncedi:Youmayask. 

Me:Haveyoueverbeenmarried?(shelooked

takenaback)

Ncedi:Whatanunexpectedquestion,myQueen.

No,IhaveneverwednorhaveIeverhad

children.

Me:Doyouwishtowedsomeday?(shelaughed

softly)

Ncedi:AmInottoooldforthat? 

Me:Thehearthasnoage.WellthatiswhatI

haveheardpeoplesay. 



Ncedi:IwishedtogetmarriedwhenIwasa

youngmaidenbuttheonemyheartchosedied

inbattle(shelookeddown)

Me:Myapologies,mylady.Iamsureyouwould

havebeenagoodwife.Whatwouldyousayto

marryingroyalty?(shelookededgyallofa

sudden)

Ncedi:Permissiontoleave,myQueen.Ihave

lotstodo.

.

SherushedoutbeforeIcouldevenreply.HaveI

saidsomethingoffensive?Isuddenlyfeltreally

badforaskingaboutherpersonallife.The

Queenwalkedinandlookedconfused. 

.

Mother:IssomethingthematterwithNcedi?

Shealmostranmeover. 

Me:Itisallmyfault.Iaskedherratherpersonal

questionsandoffendedherIthink.



Mother:Ncediisnoteasilyoffended.Whathave

youaskedher? 

Me:Ifshewouldliketomarryroyalty.Myfather

inlawseeksandoldermaidentowedandIam

putonchargeofthistask.Heneedsagood

womanandNcediisaverygoodwomanand

shesavedhislife.(shelaughed).

Mother:WhatisXhantitodowithanotherwife?

(Ilaughed)

Me:Hecravescompany,motherandallthe

otherbenefitsofmarriageIguess(shelaughed)

Mother:IguessIcannotblamehim.The

benefitsofmarriagearenice.(shewinkedat

me)

Me:Ishallnotspeakaboutsuchwithyou,old

woman.(shelaughed)

Mother:Soyouwishtotakeourhealertoyour

soil? 

Me:Mother,Ineedtocompletethistask.You



shouldseehowNtsika'sfatherlooksattimes.

Hesureneedsjoy.Ihopeyouhaveinvitedsome

goodwomantothecelebrations.IfNcedi

rejectsmyfather'shandturnIamtochoose

fromyoursinglefriends.

Mother:Shamemyblossom,Iamgoingtohelp

you.Iknowmanyoldmaidensforpoorold

Xhanti.(Ismiled)

Me:Mythanks,Iappreciateit.NowcanIplease

getsomefood.

Mother:Letusgofeedyou,motherofcheetahs

(webothlaughed)

.

IwenttoZipho'schamberfirsttoseeifsheis

awakeandsheindeedis.Wewenttowherethe

feastfortheguestsisandhelpedourselves.

AfterwardsItookheronatouraroundtheroyal

grounds.Shewastrulyfascinatedwiththe

Beautyoftheplace.FatherandBukhosifinally

hadtimetocomegreet.FatherpickedKamva



up. 

.

Father:Deardaughter,whydoyoufeedmy

grandson?Heissoheavy. 

Kamva:Bigboy(heshoutedandwelaughed)

Bukhosi:Itseemsevenheholdsknowledgeof

thefactthathehasgrown)

Me:Hisfatheristoblameforthatbecausehe

complimentshimonhisgrowthoften. 

Father:Ntsikaisdoingwell.Pityhecouldnot

come. 

Kamva:FadabusyKing.(IsmiledbecauseItold

himthat)

Father:Wearegoingtointroducehimtosome

oftheguests.Isthatwell? 

Me:Alliswell,father. 

Bukhosi:Comeletusgodrinktraditionalbeer,

nephew(Iraisedmybrowsandtheylaughed)



Father:Heisjustbeingsilly.Weareonlygoing

tofeedhimmeat. 

Me:Dokeepaneyesonhim,father.Ibegof

you. 

Father:Iwouldneverputmygrandson'slifein

danger,Ndoni.Donotfear.(Ismiled)

Bukhosi:Wearegoingtoseeyouagainsoon.

Sayfarewell,mother. 

Kamva:Farewell,mada(hewaved)

.

Ikissedhimandwavedbackuntilthey

disappearedfrommysight.Thandoplayedwith

Zolekaevenifsheisabitolder.Wewentto

helpoutwiththecookingandpeelingforthe

nightfeastourguestsaretohaveduringthe

celebration.Hourswentbyanditwastimefor

thecelebrationtostart.IhadaZwelihleattires

bemadeforZiphowhilewewerestillin

UmhlabaOchumileyoandIamgladitfits



properly.Wewenttobathandprepareforthe

feast.IalsogotmyPrincereadyforeverything.

NtandoarrivedandwantedtoknowwhyIhave

notcomewithZinzi.ItseemslikeIamgoingto

beagobetweenbetweenthesetwobecause

Zinzialsoasksabouthim.Thesingingand

celebrationsoundsstartedoutside.Bukhosi

wasnowheretobeseenandNtandoandIwere

askedtolookforhim.Thisishisdaughter's

celebrationsowecannotstartwithouthim.

Zinzididnotseembotheredbyherhusband's

absenceatall.Iwalkedinfrustrationlookingfor

agrownmanwhoknowsthatnothingistostart

withouthim.Iheardvoicesinoneofthe

rondavalsontheroyalgrounds.Itsoundedlike

Bukhosi'svoiceandIknockedbrieflyandwent

in.WhatIsawshockedmeandmademyheart

soreatthesametime.BukhosiandNcedile

wereputtingtheirclothingon.Thelookof

shockonboththeirfacesisindescribable.I

closedthedoor,Bukhosicalledoutmyname



butIrushedbacktotheroyalhouse.Itoldthe

QueenthatIcouldnotfindhim.Icannottellon

mybrother!Hewalkedinafterawhilelooking

shamedbutthecelebrationfinallystarted.

Fatherstoodtoaddresshisguests. 

.

Father:Greetingstoall.Firstlywewanttogive

ourthankstoallwhohavehonouredthis

invitation.Asweknowasperourwayswhena

newmemberjoinstheroyalfamilyweareto

introduceittothepeopleofZwelihle.Iamnow

goingtogivePrinceBukhosiandPrincessZinzi

thehonourtointroducetoyouthenewPrincess

ofZwelihle.(theystood)

Bukhosi:Mythanks,myKing.LiketheKinghas

justsaid,weareobligatedtointroducethenew

membersoftherulingfamilytothepeople.My

bride,PrincessZinziandIhavewelcomed

anotherdaughter.Blessedisoursoiltohave

thislittlePrincess.Weintroducetothepeople



ofZwelihleandguestsPrincessMbaliof

Zwelihle. 

.

HeheldMbaliuptothepeopleandtheystarted

tocheer.ShestartedtocryandZinzitookherto

tryandcalmher.Fatherspokemorewordsand

afterwardsallowedforourgueststohavefun.

Bukhosicametositnexttome. 

.

Bikhosi:Ndoni,aboutwhatyousawpleasedo

notte... 

Me:Donotfear,Bukhosi.Iamnotgoingtotell

theKingandQueenthis(Icuthimshort)

Bukhosi:Mythanks,sister. 

Me:Ncediisonlyafewyearsyoungerthanthe

Queen,Bukhosi.Doyouthinktheyaretobe

happywiththis?IfIcouldcatchyouthenitis

onlyamatteroftimebeforemotherorfather

doestoo. 



Bukhosi:Icannothelpit,Ndoni. 

Mother:Myblossom,pleasecomehere.(she

shoutedfromacrossthechamber)

Me:Wearegoingtospeakaboutthissoon. 

.

Istoodandlefthimseated.Doeshenotknow

thetroublethiscouldbringNcedi?Heissafe

becauseheisfutureKingbutitmightcome

withabanforNcedi.Howcouldsheallowsuch

andwithachild?Iwillspeaktothembothonce

allhascalmed.Motherintroducedmetosome

singleoldmaidensbutalljustsoundedtoo

selfish.Thewomanchosenistolivewithusin

theroyalhousesoImustchoosewell.Ncedi

couldnotevenlookmeintheeyes.Ikepton

lookingatZinziandfeltsorryforher.The

celebrationswentonandon.Ifedmychildand

Iheldhiminmyarmsuntilhefinallyfellasleep.

Motherstoodandthecrowdbecausesilentas

shegavewordsofgratitude.Mostguestsstood



andwenttoretireforthenight.Awoman

walkedinandfatherstood.Clearlylooking

panickedassheapproached.

.

Father:Guards,getheroutofhere!(heshouted

andtheydidasheordered)

Her:Iwantmychild!(sheshoutedout)

.

Thosewereherfirstandlastwordsasthe

guardscarriedherout.WealllookedattheKing.

Heisclearlyangryasneverbeforeandheleft

usatonce.Iwantedtoaskmotherwhatthe

matterisbutshefollowedhimsoonafter.The

threeofusstoodconfused.Whywouldthislady

wantherchildfromfather?Didhehaveher

childheldincaptivity?ItoldtheothersthatIam

goingtomychamber.GoingtoasktheKingand

Queenwhatthatisallaboutisofnouse

becausetheyclearlydonotwishtotalk.Itook

Kamva'scelebrationattireofwithoutdisturbing



hissleepandputhimunderthecovers.Ialso

changedintomynightdressandlaidnexttohim.

Igavehimakissontheheadandclosedmy

eyes.Todayhasbeenadayofshockand

confusion.HopefullytomorrowIamtofind

moreclarityaboutitall.Mymindfinallywent

quietandIwasabletofallasleep.

[03/02,19:20]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert46￼

.

#Ndoni

Twodayshavegonebyandthetensioninthe

Zwelihleroyalhousehasmademedecideto



leaveforUmhlabaOchumileyosoonerthan

expected.Icannottakeitanymore.TheKing

andQueenhavebeenquietaboutwhatthe

womanmeantbyshewantsherchild.Bukhosi

andNcedihavebeentoo"busy"tospeaktome.

ThecheetahshavebeenrestlessandIdonot

knowwhy.IwenttowhereNcedistoodandshe

rushedawaywhenshesawme.Igrabbedher

bythearm.

.

Me:Donottestme,Ncedile.Iamnotyourfool.

Ncedi:Iwouldneverimplythatyouareafool,

myQueen. 

Me:Followme. 

Ncedi:Whereto,myQueen?Ihavedutiesto

attendto.

Me:DidInotsaydonottestme?(Ilookedat

herintensely)

Ncedi:Asyouwish,yourhighness.



.

Iledthewayinarushandshefollowedme.We

areonourwaytoBukhosi'schambersothey

canexplain.IsawZinzioutsidesoIknowheis

alone.Ididnotevenknock.Heturnedtolookat

us. 

.

Bukhosi:Haveyounorespect,Ndoni?You

couldhaveseenmynakedness.

Me:IamsureifNcedilesteppedinherealone

youwouldnothavemindedshowingyour

nakedness.Youbothhavealottoexplain.

Bukhosi:Ineednotexplainmyactionstoyou.I

amnolittleboy.(heshoutedinfrustration)

Me:Wellcomparedtoheryouarealittleboy(I

pointedatNcedi)

Bukhosi:Ihavedutiestoattendto.Idonothave

timefornonsense.

Me:YougetoutofthisdoorIamalsogoingout



towheretheQueenisandletherinonourlittle

secret.

Ncedi:No,Ibegofyoutonotlettheroyal

parentsknow,myQueen(shesaidinashaky

voicem)

Me:Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

youhadbedroomdealingswithachild.Achild,

Ncedi! 

Bukhosi:Iamnotachild,Ndoni.NcediandIare

inlove(mymouthwentopenwithshock)

Me:Sheisoldenoughtobeyourmother,

Bukhosi.WhenNcedireachedmaturityyou

werenotevenbornyet.Doesthatnotbother

you? 

Ncedi:Wehavenotplannedthis,myQueen.

Me:YoudarespeakwhileIamspeaking.

Bukhosi:Donotspeaktoherinthatmanner(he

pointedhisfingeratme)

Me:Shehastofeelsomesortofshame.When



didyoustarttoseducemybrother?

Bukhosi:IamtheonewhowentafterNcedi,

Ndoniyamanzi.Shedidnotseduceme.Ionly

startedhavingbedroomdealingswithherafterI

reachedmaturity.

Me:Ifyouthinkmotherandfatheraretogive

blessingstothisunionthenyouclearlyarea

fool,brother. 

Bukhosi:Itakeoffense,Ndoni.(heshouted)

Me:Youaretohaveshame,Ncedi.Youare

almostthesameageashismother.Youhave

caredforhimsincehewasjustaninfantbut

nowyoudeemhimgrownenoughtobealover.

Theyissickanddisgusting!Ihadsomuch

respectforyouandevensawyouasworthy

enoughtowedmyfatherinlaw.Donotlistento

whatnonsenseBukhosifeedsyou.Youare

nevertobeasecondroyalwife.Heisnotgoing

togetanypunishmentshouldthisdirtysecret

comeourbecauseheisprecioustothis



Kingdom.Youontheotherhandfaceaheavy

punishment.Doyouknowthattheycanaccuse

youonfeedinghimlovepotion? 

Bukhosi:Thatisutternonsense.

Me:Donotbeafool,Ncedi.Thisisnotlove,itis

sometwistedlust.Imighthavelostrespectfor

youbutIdonotwishtoseeyoupunished.(she

criedandranout)

Bukhosi:Areyousatisfiednow?(Zinziwalkedin)

Zinzi:Whatseemstobethematter?

Bukhosi:Ihavedutiestoattendto.(heleftina

rush)

Me:Nothing,sister.Letmegoandcheckon

Kamva(Iturnedtoleave)

Zinzi:Youknow.Doyounot?(Iturnedtolookat

her)

Me:Aboutwhat? 

Zinzi:Wearebothadultshere,Ndoni.Youhave



foundoutaboutBukhosi'slovesecret.

Me:Youknowaboutit?Whyhaveyounotsaid

anythingtotheKingandQueen?(Iclosedthe

door)

Zinzi:Mengetawaywithtoomuch,sister.Iam

suregoingtobeblamedforthis.Theeldersare

goingtosaythatIfailtosatisfymyown

husband.Icannotfacethehumiliationit

comeswith. 

Me:Doyounotwishforhimtostopit?IfNcedi

isbannedthenheissuretogetoverthislust.

(shelaughed)

Zinzi:Ncedileisnotthefirstone.Bukhosihasa

softspotforolderwomen.Itishiscurseandhe

cannotseemtoridofit. 

Me:Youhavetofindawaytostopit. 

Zinzi:How,Ndoni.DoyouthinkIlikecompleting

withawomanwithwrinkledbreasts? 

Me:Involvetheelders.Heistalkingabout



makingherhissecondwife. 

Zinzi:Thatisjustwishfulthinkingfromhispart.

Iwouldnotgiveblessingstosuchandneither

wouldyourparent.Icannotgobacktomy

Kingdomasawifewhofailedtokeepherfamily

together.ThatiswhyIhaveacceptedthatmy

husbandlikeshismaidensold.Heiswithmeto

fulfilhisdutiesasPrinceandfutureKing.You

arelucky,Ndoni.IenvyyoubecauseyourKing

lovesyou.Iamsureevenwhenyouareonein

fleshheromancesyouandmakeyoufeel

special.Iamjustheretobareheirs.(she

startedtocry)

.

Iwantedtoembraceherbutshewipedher

tearsoffquicklyandleftinarush.This

arrangedmarriagesinroyalfamilieshastostop.

Zinzideservestobewithamanwhoisgoingto

loveherandgivehertheromancingshecraves

duringlovemaking.Bukhosiisselfish.Iwentto



Ncedionceagain. 

.

Ncedi:Idonotwishtofight,myQueen.My

apologiesforwhatIhaveallowedtohappen.

Me:Stayawayfrommybrother,Ncedile.Ido

notthinkyouwishforQueenNobutoknow

aboutthis. 

.

IleftherstandingthereandIcannotbelieve

Zinziisnotgoingtotryandputastoptothis.If

shedoesnotwanttodoanythingtokeepher

familyintactthenIcannoteither.Iwenttothe

mainsleepingchamberandknocked.The

Queengavepermissiontoenter. 

.

Mother:Youdonotlookpleased. 

Me:Iamjustnotfeelingtoowell.Mother,why

haveyouandfatherbeenavoidingus?(she

stood)



Mother:Idonotknowwhatyoutalkabout. 

Me:Iamnochild,myQueen.Stoptreatingme

likeone.Youtwohavenotbeenthesamesince

thatwomanshowedupatthecelebration.Why

issheseekingherchildfromtheKing? 

Mother:ItisnotanissueIwishtotalkabout,

Ndoni.

Me:WellthatisapitybecauseIwishtospeak

aboutit.Iamtonegyouuntilyoutellme.What

hasfatherdonetothepoorwoman'schild? 

Mother:Heonlylovedhimandstilldoes(come

sitnexttome)

Me:Okay(wesatandsheheldmyhand)

Mother:WhatIamabouttotellyouisgoingto

shockyouandmakeyoufeelsad.Idonotwish

toupsetyouwhileyouarepregnant.

Me:Iamagrownwoman,mother.AQueento

myownKingdomandIdonotscareeasily

anymore.Whatisthematter?



Mother:Thenameofthewomanthatyousaw

isNomvula.Shewasoneoftheroyalhouse

servants. 

Me:Donottellmethatfatherhadindecent

dealingswithherandmadehe... 

Mother:Letmefinishspeaking,myQueen. 

Me:Myapologies,Iamlistening.

Mother:Ohtellingthisstoryisnoteasy.(she

tookadeepbreathandexhaled)

Me:Ididnotmeantomakeyourheartfeel

heavy. 

Mother:Ineedtospeakaboutit,perhapsIam

tofeelbetterafterwards.WhenImarriedyour

fatherIthoughtthatweweretohaveachild

soonasitisexpectedofaroyalwifebutthat

didnothappen.Sixmonthspassedandthena

yearbutnothinghappened.Theeldersstarted

tocomplainandstartedtoaccusemeofbeing

barren.Yourfathersawthepainthatthis



causedmeandhesuggestedthatweget

anotherwomantohavechildrenforus. 

Me:Areyoutellingmethatwearenotyours? 

Mother:IagreedwiththeideabecauseIcould

nolongertaketheinsultsfromtheeldersfrom

bothfamilies.Wehadtochooseamaidenwe

trustedandatthattimeitwasNomvula.We

toldherabouttheideaandsheagreedtodoit.

SheandtheKinghadtohavebedroomdealings

ofcourse(shestartedtocryandIembraced

her)

Me:Youneednotgoonifyoudonotwishto. 

Mother:Shefellpregnantquickly,myblossom.

WetoldtheeldersthatIampregnantbutneed

togotoaplaceofsafetytogivebirthinpeace.

Theeldersboughtthestoryandbecause

Nomvulawasakeyservanttheydidnot

questionhergoingwithme.Monthsand

monthspassedandshefinallygavebirthtoa

boy. 



Me:Bukhosi!(Iaskedinshockandshenodded)

Mother:IdidnotthinkthatIwouldlovehimbut

myheartgotfilledwithloveandjoyonceIsaw

him.WecamebacktotheKingdomandthe

eldestgavemeandyourfatherpraise.Nomvula

startedtomakethreatsofrevealingthesecret

ifXolodoesnotmakeherasecondwife.He

refusedbecausehishearthadchosenmeand

hebannedherfromtheKingdom.Sheknew

goingagainstabanwouldputherlifeatriskso

shestayedaway. 

Me:Untilthenightofthecelebration(she

nodded)

Mother:Theonlypeoplewhoknowaboutthisis

me,yourfather,Nomvula,themidwifeandnow

you. 

Me:Ihavenotexpectedtohearsuchnews.If

youarebarrenthenwhoisourmother?(she

smiled)

Mother:YouandNtandoyabantuarethefruits



ofmywomb.Itseemsallwehadtodowasbe

patient.IamyourmotherandIamBukhosi's

mothertoo.Ijustdidnotnurturehiminmy

womb. 

Me:WhatdoesthatmeanfortheKingdom?Is

Ntandoyabantuthennottobefather's

successor?

Mother:Bylawheisbutthisisasecretbest

keptdeadandburied.Itistocausegreat

damagetoBukhosi'slife. 

Me:Nosecretremainsburied,myQueen.

Nomvulaalreadycametoprovethat.Idonot

evenknowwhattosay.Somanyshady

dealingsinthishouse.(Istood)

Mother:Whatdoyoumean?Istheresomething

Ineedtoknow(Ishookmyhead)

Me:Iamjustamazedathowyouhavehandled

this.Itcouldnothavebeeneasytoknowthat

yourhusbandishavingbedroomdealingswith

anotherwomantoproduceanheirforthe



Kingdom.Iamsurewatchingherbellygrown

wasnoteasyeither.Yetyouhavenotcarries

bitternessandyouloveBukhosiasyoudous.

Youaretrulyawonderfulwoman,myQueen.

Mother:ItwasnoteasybutIcouldneverpunish

myboyforthis.Wewantedhimandthe

ancestorsblesseduswithhim.Allweneedto

doitkeepNomvulaawayfromhereorsheis

suregoingtocausedamage. 

Me:Iamnotgoingtotellanyone.Igiveyoumy

promise(Iembracedher)

Mother:Donotfoolyourself.Youaresuretotell

yourhusband(welaughedsoftly)

Me:Iamgoingtotry. 

Mother:Donotkeepsecretsfromyourgroom.

Ifyouwishtoshareitwithhimitisfine.Ntsika

isnotamanwhogossips.

Me:IhavetogogiveZiphorestandlookafter

thechildren.Shehasnotcomeasastaff



memberbutasaguest.Areyougoingtobefine

onyourown? 

Mother:Goandbewithyoufriend.(shesmiled)

.

IkissedandhuggedherandIleft.Thenews

thatIhavejustheardhasleftmewithalltypes

ofemotions.Bukhosiisahalfbloodroyal?Istill

donotseehimasanylessofabrotherthough.

Motherandfatheraretostopfooling

themselves.Asecretdoesnotremainasecret

forever.Nomvulaissuretocomebackand

claimherchildonceagain.Doesshenotcare

aboutthepainshemightcausehim?Iwentto

Ziphowhowashavingfunwiththeotherladies.

Isatwiththemaswewatchedthechildrenplay.

ThelittleonessleptandItookthemtomy

chamberbecauseZiphowishedtovisitthe

market.Thando,KamvaandIlaidnexttoeach

otherandIfeltasweetslumbercreepin. 

.



Shiba:MyQueen,goandwarmyourfatherofan

attackplannedagainstZwelihle.(Isatup)

Me:Anattack?Whyareyounottellingthisto

father,Shiba? 

Shiba:Itisofnoimportance.Getupatonce,

Ndoniyamanzi.Timeisnotonyourside.The

dangerisnear. 

Me:Howbigisthethreattobe?

.

ShekeptquietandIjumpedupinfearand

panic.Iaskedforahelptolookafterthe

childrenandIleftMbalekiandhercubsthere

too.Ilookedforfathereverywherebutcouldnot

findhim.Ifinallywentoutinthefareastofthe

royalgroundandfoundhimspeakingtoafew

oftheHeadwarriors.HespokeloudlysoIcould

heareverythingasIapproached. 

.

Father:Itseemsmysoninlaw'sKingdomisin



danger.Youaretogathersomeofthebestmen

andsentthemouttoUmhlabaOchumileyoat

once.Gotimemightnotbeourfriend.(he

shouted)

Me:Father,whatdoyoumeanUmhlabaisin

danger.

Father:Xhantiputwordoutofapossible

invasionfromGobaofBambananiandthey

askedforextrawarriors.(istartedtopanic)

Me:ThereisanattackcomingtoZwelihletoo.

(hiseyeswidened)

.

HerushedtotheroyalhouseandIranbehind

him.Whatisgoingon?HowcanbothKingdoms

beunderthreat?Clearlytheenemyhasbeen

planningthisalongtimeagoandIwonderwho

itis.CoulditbethisGobawhoisplanningan

attackonUmhlabaalso.Fatherassembledthe

councilandBukhosiandItoldthemwhatShiba

toldme. 



.

Bukhosi:Arewetotakeawarningseriously?

WhywouldShibagiveittoNdoniandnotyou,

father? 

Father:SheisaPrincessofthissoilisshenot?

Iamgoingtotakethiswarningseriously. 

Bukhosi:Whatarethechancesofboth

UmhlabaandZwelihlebeingattacked?Itdoes

no... 

Me:Wearenotgoingtolistentoyoucomingup

withsillyassumptions.Doyounotknowthata

warningisalwaystakenseriously?Nomatter

howsmallnowifyoudonothavesolutions

thenshutup.(Ishoutedathim)

Mother:Come,myblossom.Youcannotcarry

somuchburdeninyoursituation.

Me:IamnotgoinganywhereuntilIhearwhat

theirplanis. 

Father:Weprepareforsuch,deardaughter.All



wecandoknowisfightandhopetheancestors

arewithus. 

Me:Isaysendmenouttomeetthembecause

ifwewaituntiltheysetgroundonZwihlesoil

weputthelivesofthepeopleandthoseofour

ownindanger. 

Bukhosi:Isaywewaitforthemtoshow

themselves.

Me:Thenitissuretobethedeathoftheroyal

familybecausetheyareexpectingthat. 

Bukhosi:YouarenotevenallowedinhereNdoni.

Womendonotdiscussbattledetails.

Me:MyKingdiscussesitwithmeandheisa

warrior.Heknowsbestwhenitcomestosuch.

Fathersendoutwarriorsaheadandmakeit

difficultfortheenemytosetfootofyoursoil. 

Father:Wearetosendwarriorsahead.Some

aretoremaintoprotecthereshouldtheenemy

gainsomesortofaccess.



.

Heimplementedhisalreadyexistingdefense

andattackslines.Hesentoutsomewarriors

aheadinthedirectionofBambanani.Itisbetter

tobattleinopenfieldfirstthenwaituntilthey

reachtheKingdom.Allthewomanandchildren

gotassembledtoaplaceofsafety.Mostofthe

menwerearmedandreadyforanything.I

thoughtaboutNtsikaandmyheartfeltpained

atthepossibilitythattheymightalreadybe

underattack.IhavefaithinhimandIknowthat

heisgoingtohandlethisinthebestway

possible.Itookmybabyandwrappedhimon

myback.Idonotknowhowmuchdamagethis

attackmightbringorifitistoreachtheroyal

groundsbutIhadtogetweaponsofmyown

justincase.Itexplainswhythecheetahshave

beensorestless.Alloftheareoutoftheroyal

houseandpreparingtheirowndefenseIguess.

Someoftheguestsarestillhereandwishedto

getontheircarriagesandgoatoncebutthatis



goingtobedangerous.Thechaoscalmedafter

awhileandallwecouldhopeforisthatour

planisenoughtowithstandanythingtocome

ourway. 

.

.

.

#Ntsika

Dayshavepassedandtherehasbeennosign

ofanypossibleattack.Evenoneofthewarriors

thatIhavesentaheadcamesayingthatthereis

noactionhappeninginthedirectionsIordered

themto.Whatcouldbehappening?HasGoba

changedhismind?IparoledtheKingdomwith

Bantu. 

.

Bantu:Goandrest,myKing.

Me:Ofwhatuseisgoingtotheroyalhouse

whenmymindwon'tquietdown? 



Bantu:Ofwhatusewillyoubeinabattleifyou

aretootiredtoliftashield? 

Me:Idonotunderstand,warrior.Itisalljusttoo

quiet.Somethingshouldhavehappenedbynow

.

Bantu:Iagreewithyouonthat.Thesilenceis

worrisome.Whatexactlyhasthisstranger

heard?

Me:Thatheheardtwoguardsspeakabouta

plotagainsttheKingdom.

Bantu:Goandrest.IfsomethinghappensthenI

amsuretoalertyou. 

Me:Whataboutyou? 

Bantu:Wearegoingtotaketurns.Beingsleep

deprivedisdangerous 

Me:Letmegothen. 

.

Iturnedmyhorsearoundandletitridetothe



royalhouse.BantuisrightItrulyamsleep

deprivedanditistrulydangerous.Iwentinand

atesomefruit.

.

Father:Thatisnotfood.(hewalkedin)

Me:Ihavejustcometorest. 

Xhanti:Ithinkwearepanickingfornothing,

Ntsika.Ifsomethinghasnothappenbynow

thensurelythisthingisfalse. 

Me:Whywouldastrangercomefromsofar

awayonlytogiveusfalseinformation?

Father:Perhapshethoughthewouldreceive

royalgiftsfromusasareward. 

Me:Itcannotbethat,father.Isensetruthin

whathespeaksandhehasnotaskedforany

rewards.Hehasnotevencomplainedabout

beingkeptincaptivity. 

Father:ThenIremainconfused. 



Me:Iamgoingtogoaskhimagain. 

Father:Whathappenedtoresting,myKing? 

.

IdidnotanswerhimbecauseIwantedtoask

thestrangerwhatexactlyitisthatheheard

thoseguardssaid.Irantotheroyalcaptivity

andfoundhimresting.Icalledouttohimand

hejumpedupandbowed. 

.

Me:Youmayrise(hestood)

Him:Mythank,myKing. 

Me:Stranger,whatexactlywerethewordsused

bytheguardsyouoverheardinyourKingdom?

Him:Icannotrecalleachdetailasitisbecause

IamnolongerayoungmanandIstoodfar. 

Me:Ibegthatyoutry.Itisofgreatimportance

(hekeptquietandlookedupclearlytryingto

think)



Him:Theysomethinglike...uhmcreatinghavoc

anddisasterinthelandofQueenNdoniyamanzi

(hefinallysaidslowly)

Me:ThelandofNdoniyamanzi?Areyousure

theyspokeaboutmyQueen.?

Him:IknownootherQueenwiththatnamethat

iswhyIrushedherebecausethisisherlandtoo

sincesheisit'sQueen. 

Me:Zwelihle!(Ishoutedout)

Him:Pardon,myKing. 

Me:Theydidnotmeanthesoilsheisabrideof

buttheonesheisadaughter.

.

Istoodquicklyleavingthemanclearlyconfused.

TheattackistobeatZwelihleandnotUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.Igotmyweaponsandshieldand

rodeouttoBantuonceagain. 

.



Bantu:Suchaquickrest?Idonotth...

Me:TheattackisaimedatZwelihle.The

strangersaidthattheguardssaidtheyareto

attackthelandofQueenNdoniyamanzi.They

meantherhomeland.IamgoingtoZwelihle.

Havewarriorssentwithme.

Bantu:Iamcomingwith. 

Me:Stayhereandbeincharge.Idonotknowif

myassumptioniscorrect.Youaretoremain

herejustincaseIanwrong

Bantu:Iaskthatyoubringmywifeand

daughterhome,brother.

.

Igavehimanodandturnedtothedirectionof

Zwelihle.Bantucannotexpectmetogivehim

suchapromisewhenIfearformyownwifeand

son'ssafety.Iamgoingtotrymybesttobring

themallback.Ilookedbehindmeandsaw

manymenfollowonhorsesfromafar.



SomethingtellsmethatIamcorrectaboutthe

attackgoingtoZwelihle.Wehavenoconflict

withGoba.SurelyKingXoloiswellprepared.All

Kingdomsaretowaysbepreparedfora

possibleunexpectedattackatalltimes.Ican

nothaveNdonibeunderfearofanattackand

loseanotherchild.Ishouldnothaveletthengo

withoutmeandnowImightnotbeintimeto

protectthem.Mymindwasfilledwithsomuch

butIhopethatthisthreatisnothingbuta

terriblerumour.Iamnotgoingtotakebreaks.

HowcanIrestwhenthelivesofthosethatI

loveareindangeronceagain?HowIwishthis

horsecouldflyintotheairsoIcanarrivequickly.

MaytheancestorsofZwelihleandUmhlaba

Ochumileyouniteandhelpusgetthroughthis.
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.

#Xolo

Adayhasgonebyandwetrulyareunderattack.

Mywarriorsmanagedtooverpowerthefirstline

ofenemywarriorsbutwecannotcelebrateyet.

Ihavelostafewwarriorsalreadybutnotas

muchasthem.ThelasttimeourKingdomhad

aninvasionattackwaswhenIwasstillayoung

Prince.Itseemstoomuchishappeningallat

onceandIfearImightmakemistakes.Istood

withasmileofpureprideasmydaughterhad

allthemenlistentoherwhenweplanneda

defenseandattackline.ClearlyNtsika'slovefor

everythingrelatedtobattlehasrubbedoffon

her.Iwasalsoayoungwarrioroncesoitalso

runsthroughherveins.Iwasinmyprivate

chamberchangingattireswhenmyQueen

entered. 

.

Nobu:Youarenottogooutandbattle,Xolo.



Me:Themoremenareavailabletofightthe

better,myQueen.Surelyyouknowthis. 

Nobu:Doyouthinkyouarestillyoung,Xolo?

Haveyouseenthegreyhairinyourheadstart

toshow? 

Me:MyKingdomisunderattack,Nobu.We

mighthaveoverpoweredthefirstlineof

attackersbutGobaissuretosendmoreour

way.(Iraisedmyvoice)

Nobu:Wehavemorethanenoughyoungmen

out,myKing. 

Me:Someofthemperishedwhenwe

ambushedGoba'smen.Goodplanthatour

daughterhadtomeetthemahead.Theydidnot

expectitbecausetheydidnotknowwehold

knowledgeoftheirplotbuttheyweretooclose

tojustrelax.Ifthefirstlineofattackerswereso

closethanrestassuredthatthesecondisto

come. 

Nobu:Ourdaughterhasasharpmind,much



likeherfather.(Ismiledindelight)

Me:Iasktobeexcused,myQueen.(Iwas

abouttowalkout)

Nobu:Ndoniyamanziknows(Ilookedbackat

her)

Me:Ndoniknowsalotofthings.Whatisitthat

youspeakof?

Nobu:NomvulabeingBukhosi'srealmother

(shelookeddown)

Me:Icannotdealwiththisatthemoment,my

Queen.Letmegetusoutofharmswayfirst

thenwearetospeakaboutthis.Justensure

thatNdonibreathsnowordofthistoanyone.

Nobu:Sheisnofool.Sheknowswhatthe

implicationsmightbebutIwishshewasnot

hererightnow.Mychildcannotloseanother

baby. 

Me:Youalwaystellmethatwearetoremain

positive.Nowitistimetofollowyourown



wordsofwisdom.Howarethewomenand

children?

Nobu:Zinzi,ZiphoandNdoniaregoodat

maintainingcalm.Justmakesurethatwedo

notloseourlandtoGoba.Icannotimagine

havinghimruleofthissoil.

Me:HeistosucceedindoingthatonceIam

dead.IdohopeNtsikaIsstillwell.Clearlythisis

adeliberateattackonboththeKingdoms.He

mustbeworkingwithanotherKingdom.Where

wouldhegetenoughmentoattackboth

Kingdomsatthesametime? 

Nobu:Idonotknowjustmakesurethatthey

aredefeatedbeforetheyreachtheoursoil. 

.

Ikissedhercheekandrushedouttojointhe

othermen.Goba'swarriorsclearlydidnot

expectacounterattackandthatiswhatweare

usingtoouradvantageallthankstomydear

daughter.BlessedisUmhlabaOchumileyoto



havemyNdoniyamanziasit'sQueen.Ihavenot

heardfromNomvulaagainandIcannotrisk

havingBukhosifindoutorevenNtando

becauseheisgoingtowanttotakehisrightful

placeassuccessor.Awarbetweenbrothers

canbeadeadlyoneandIcannotallowthe

samefateofXhanti'ssonsbefallonmyboys. 

.

.

.

#Ndoni

IhavenotbeensleepingwellbecauseIfear

slumberisgoingtobeaweaknessesinsucha

situation.Iwatchedasthechildrenplayedwith

thecubsandlaughoutindelight.Beingachild

insuchchaoticmomentsmustbenicebecause

youarenotreallyawareoftheseriousnessof

everything. 

.



Me:Myapologiesforputtingyourlifeandlittle

Thando'sindanger. 

Zipho:Donotbesilly.Wehavebothhadagood

timeandnooneistoblameforthis.Ihavefaith

inyourfather. 

Me:LastnightIfoundmyselfunabletoholdmy

tearsbackasIthoughtaboutNtsika.Theysent

thatlettertofatherdaysbeforeweevenknew

abouttheattackonZwelihle.Thatmeansthat

theycouldbeunderattackaswespeak. 

Zopho:IhavealsothoughtaboutBantubutdo

notforgetthatwespeakaboutskilledwarriors

here. 

Me:Skilledwarriorswhohavenotbeentobattle

inyearsbutyouareright.Letusnotinsultour

husbandsbydoubtingtheirabilities.(she

smiled)

Zipho:Howareyou? 

Me:Idonotknow,Zipho.Somuchhas



happenedsinceIhavearrivedandtheholdno

knowledgeofmyownfeelingsatthemoment. 

Zipho:Idonotlikehearingthatwhileyouare

carryingachild.

Me:Iamgoingtobewell,donotfear.(weheld

hands)

Kamva:Mada,Kamvahungry.(hestoodand

lookedupatme)

Me:Letmegoandgetfoodforthem.Please

keepaneyeonhim. 

Zipho:Youneednotevenask.(Ikneltdown)

Me:Iamgoingtogomakefoodforyou.Stay

withauntieZipho(henodded)

.

Ikissedhislittlenoseandmademywayoutto

getfood.Thehelpersmetmeoutsideandwere

carryingfoodalready.Ismiledindelight

becauseKamvabecomesgrumpywhenheis

hungry.TheQueenfollowedafterthefood



servers. 

.

Mother:Areyounotgoingtoeat? 

Me:Iam,mother.Iwasjustonmywaytoask

forthefoodtobeserved.Whatisnewsabout

whatishappening?

Mother:Itseemswehavetheupperhand.Your

fatherisimpressedwithyourplantoattackfirst.

Theenemywasnotexpectingit.Welostsome

warriorsbutnotasmuchasthemandwehave

managedtokeepthemawayfromtheKingdom

andontoopenfield. 

Me:ItisoneofNtsika'splans.Icantrulynot

takecreditforit.

Mother:Itmightbehisplanbutyousuggested

itandwearethankfultoyouboth.Ndoni,what

seemstobotheryou? 

Me:Mother,weareunderattackandifthings

gobadlywemightloseourKingdom. 



Mother:Iamwellawareofthatbutsomething

elseisbotheringyou.(Ncediwalkedbylooking

fearful)

Me:Iamjustworriedaboutmyhusband,father

inlaw,warriorBantuandmypeopleofboth

thesebeautifulsoils.(sheembracedme)

Mother:Ourancestorsaresurenottotakea

slumberwhileweareinsuchcrises.Donotfear.

Letusgofeedmyunborngrandchild(weboth

smiled. 

.

Wewenttowherethefeastisandfoundmost

foodgonebutenoughislefttofillour

stomachs.Therewassingingfromtheladies

andIguessitistodistractthemindfrom

thinkingtheworst.Wesat,sang,dancedand

laughedonewouldneversaywemightpossibly

diesoonifthingsaretogowrong.Bukhosi

approachedmeandaskedtospeaktome.Iput

KamvaonmybackbecauseIcanseehiseyes



aregrowingheavywithsleep.Wewalkedtoa

chamberwherewehadprivatetime. 

.

Me:Idonothavethestrengthtofightabout

yourloveinterests.Youareamanandold

enoughtodowhatyouwish.

Bukhosi:Ihavecometogivemyapology,Ndoni.

Ifeltattackedwhenyouconfrontedmeandmy

firstinstinctwastodefendmyself. 

Me:DoyouknowthepainyouarecausingZinzi?

Sheisbeautifulandkind,Bukhosi.Whatmore

doesyourgreedyheartwant? 

Bukhosi:DoyouthinkIhavenottriedtofight

offthefeelingsIhaveforNcedi,Ndoni?Iknow

youlookatmewitheyesfilledwithjudgment

andIunderstandwhy.Mostmenmyagegofor

youngmaidensbutIamclearlynotlikethat. 

Me:Ididlookatyouwithjudgmentatfirstbut

nowIjustfeelpity.NotforyoubutforZinziand



mynieces.Youknowthetroublefatherwent

throughtoseekaroyalwifeforyoubutyouare

ungrateful.

Bukhosi:IcareforZinzibutnotallofusare

luckytowedthosewelove,Ndoni.Notallofits

aretohavebeautifullovestoriestotellour

childrenandgrandchildren.

Me:YouriskmakinganenemyofZinzi'sfamily.

ZwelihleisastrongKingdombutitisnot

indestructible. Thecurrenteventsaretoprove

thattoyou.Whathappensiftheytakeoffense

whentheyhearaboutthis?Arewetoriskawar

withthemtoo?Zinzisetfootonthissoilasa

puremaidenandyouhadthehonourto

deflowerher.Shehasgivenyoubeautiful

babiesbutyourgreedyheartandmanhood

clearlydoesnotgetenough.

Bukhosi:Iamaman,Ndoni. 

Me:RightnowIamdoubtingthatverymuch.

Youractionsarethatofaboy.Youare



humiliatingyourwifebyhavingshadydealings

withawomanoldenoughtobeyourmother.

ThatisnottheactionsofafutureKing. 

Bukhosi:Donotfear.Ncedihascalleditoff. 

Me:Untilyoumeetanotheroldmaidenwhois

goingtotickleyourweirdfantasies.Stayaway

fromNcedilebeforeyoucausehertrouble.The

KingandQueenarenotinthemostpleasant

moodsatthemomentandyoudonotwishto

seewhattheymightdotopunishNcedi.I

acceptyourapologyforyourbehaviorthis

morningbutIcannotacceptyourbehavior.I

wishZinzimeetsamanwhoistoloveherand

showittoher.Youclearlydonotdeservethe

kindPrincess.

Bukhosi:Iamgoingtotryharderandlearnto

loveher,Ndonibutevenyouhavetoacceptthat

ifshecontinuestogivemedaughtersthena

secondwifeistobepresented.

Me:AndyouthinkitistobeNcedi?That



secondwifeistobeayoungmaidenfroma

royalfamilynotanoldmaidenwhoisaroyal

househelp.Wakeupandstopallowingyour

imaginationtofoolyou.Thinklikethegrown

manyousaythatyouare.

Bukhosi:IknowthatIhavedisappointedyou

andyouareright.Ioughttothinklikeafuture

King. 

.

Ilefthimstandingthereandwalkedout.Ican

notkeeponworryingaboutotherpeople's

marriageswhenIdonotevenknowhowmy

husbandiswhereheis.Ievenfearputting

KamvadownforaproperrestbecauseMbaleki

isouronparoleandherbabiesaretooyoungto

defend.Heistorestwhileonmyback.Hours

wentbyandIsawfathermoveoutinarushand

Ifollowedhim.Hegotonhishorsewithalotof

guardsandrodehishorseinspeed.Whatcould

possiblybethematter?Heheldtheweaponsof



Zwelihle.Couldourdefenseshaveweakened?

Wegotassembledintoaprivateunderground

chamberbyBukhosiandNtando.Istoodinawe

ofhowmuchmaturityNtandokeepsshowing.

Hespoketothepeopleandnooneasked

questionstheyjustfollowedhisorder.Could

theancestorsbegivingusasignbygiving

Bukhosionlymaidens?Doesittellusthat

Ntandoyabantu'sfutureoffspringsmightsiton

thethronemanyyearstocome?Isatin

thoughtsandIlistenedtosomeoftheguest

speakabouthowmuchtheyregrethonouring

theinvitationtothecelebration.Motherkepton

lookingatawomanwhosatinthefarcorner

withascaldwrappedaroundherface.She

approachedthewomanafterawhileandshe

moveddeeperintothecrowdofwomen.I

approachedherfromtheothersidebecause

sheisclearlyrunningfrommother.Shebumped

intomeandItookoffherscarf,it'sNomvula. 

.



Mother:Whatdoyouwanthere?Doyouhavea

deathwish? 

Her:Bythelooksofthingswearealltodie

soon.Iwantmychildtoknowhismother

beforeImeetmyend.Bukhosi!Bukhosi!(she

shoutedout)

Zinzi:MyQueenwhatdoesshemeanbythis?

Nomvula:Bukhosiismyson.Nobubeleis

barre...(mothercuthershortwithaslapand

tookheroutbyherclothing)

Nomvula:Tellthemthetruth.Youfailedatyour

dutiesofbeingaproperwifetoyourKing.

Bukhosi:Mother,whatseemstobethematter? 

Mother:Nothingisthemat... 

Nomvula:Yousaymothertothewrongwoman.

Youareofmywomb.

(Bukhosi'seyeswidened)

Bukhosi:Goawayfromherewithyourlies,



stranger.Guardstakeherawayatonce(he

shoutedinangerandtheydidasheordered)

Nomvula:Halfofmybloodrunsthroughyour

veinsandyou...

.

Theytookherawaybeforeshecouldfinish.

Whatisthiswomantryingtoachieve.Bukhosi

lookedattheQueenandandme.Thelookon

hisfacewasnotdescribable.Itisamixof

confusion,denial,hurt,angerandmuchmore.

Herushedoutandtheguardstriedtostophim

becauseofthepossibledangeroutandheisno

fighterbuthewouldnotlisten.Weranafterhim

andhegotontohishorseandrodeoff.Weall

stoodnotknowingwhattodo.Iwantedtoget

onahorseandgoafterhimbutIcannotrisk

losinganotherbaby.Iamnotgoingtosurviveit

asecondtime. 

.

Zinzi:MyQueentellmethatthereisnotruthto



this.Doyouknowtheangerthisistocauseto

myfather?

Mother:AreyounotafutureQueen,Zinzi?Are

yougoingtolistentoeveryrumouracommoner

bringsandfollowghosts? 

Zinzi:No,myQueen.(shesaidsoftly)

Mother:ThenIamnotgoingtospeakabout

thisagain.Bukhosiismychild.Guardsgoafter

himandbringhimback.Icannotlosemyboy.

(twoguardsleftatonce)

Guard:Yourhighnesses,theKinghasgivenus

strictorderstohideyouinthesecretchamber.I

askthatyouallcomewithme.

Me:Whatishappening?Whymustwehidehas

somethinggonewrong? 

Mother:Letusnotgoagainstyourfather's

orders.Wearetodoashehasordered. 

.

Nooneevendaredtoutterawordafterthat



becausesheclearlyisnotinthemoodfor

nonsenseatthemoment.Ithoughtaboutwhat

ZinzisaidanditiswhatIhavebeenfearing

sinceIheardaboutBukhosi.Herfamilyisnot

goingtobepleasedwithFatherlyingtothem

aboutBukhosi.Heisahalfbloodroyal

disguisedasafullbloodone.HowIwishfather

hadnotwenttofindabrideforhim.Wewalked

tothesecretchamberandIwasshamedatall

thatZiphohastowitness.Somethingisclearly

wrongoutthereiffatherorderedustothe

secretchamber.Hastheenemygainedupper

hand?Iamfeelingfearlikeneverbefore.Ifear

formysonandallthelittleoneshere.Shibahas

beensilentbutIknowthatsheisdoingherbest

tohelp.SurelyNtsika'sancestorsarealsoon

alertsbecausetheirdaughterandgrandson's

livesareindanger.Icouldseethelookofpanic

oneveryone'sface.NtandoyabantuandZinzi

lookedmoreconfusedthananything.Idohope

thatFatherandBukhosiaretoreturnsafelyand



thatNtsikaandeveryoneelseisalsosafe.I

heldmyPrinceasherestedhisheadonmy

shoulderandMbaleki'slittleonesrestedonmy

lap.Istillhadmyweaponsclose,justincase.I

amnotgoingtoallowthemtotakemylife

withoutafight.

[03/02,19:22]Ron:grateful.
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#Ndoni

HourshavepassedandBukhosihasnot

returnedyet.Motheriswalkingaboutclearly

worriedandinpanic.Allthewomenwithlittle

onesheldtheirchildrencloseandwaitedtosee

whatfateistoawaitussoon.Theguardsare



clearlyalsoingreatpanicbutarenot

communicatingwithanyofus.Istoodandwent

tomothertotryandgethertocalm. 

.

Me:Mothersitdown.Youarenotdoingyourself

anyjusticebywalkingaboutlikethis. 

Mother:Donottellmewhattodo,

Ndoniyamanzi.Myhusbandandsonareout

there.(sheshouted)

Me:Yourhusbandandsonaremyfatherand

brother,myQueen.DoyouthinkIamsitting

thereindelightwhileallofthisishappening? 

Mother:Youareright,myblossomandmy

apologiesforshoutingatyou.Ijustwishfor

Bukhositoreturnheisnofighter.Yourfather

knowshowtohandlesuchsituationsbut

Bukhosiisvulnerableinsuchsituations. 

Me:Thenewsshockedhimbutheisnotgoing

toleadhimselftohisend.Whatareyougoing



todowithNomvula? 

Mother:Ofwhatuseisdoinganythingtoherif

shehasalreadyspokenaboutthesecretforall

tohear?Allthatneedstobedoneisdamage

control. 

Me:Theeldersaregoingtodemandthat

Ntandotakesuphisplaceasfather's

successor. 

Mother:Thisisbadbecauseitmightcause

conflictbetweenthetwobrothers.

Me:WhatIfearistheconflictthatthisissureto

causebetweenZwelihleandZinzi'shomesoil.

Herfatherissuretoholdgreatangeroncehe

findsoutaboutthis.

Mother:Ohbutwhyisallthisnonsense

happeningallatonce?Nomvulaisheretoclaim

agrownman.DoesshereallythinkBukhosiis

toleaveandlivealifeofacommonerwithher?

Hemightnotbeofmywombbuthestill

remainsaPrinceofthissoilbecauseXolo's



bloodrunsthroughhissoil.Heevenhasthe

royalmarkingssotheancestorshaveapproved

ofhim.

Me:Perhapstheyhaveapprovedofhimas

PrinceofZwelihlebutdotheyapproveofhim

asfutureKing?(shelookedatme)

Mother:Isthatnotaninsulttoyourbrother,

Ndoni?Justbecauseheishalfcommonerit

doesnotmeanhecannotbeKing.Hehasbeen

raisedhereandonlyknowsthelifeofroyalty.

Me:Theancestorshavebeengivinghim

maidensonly.Whoistosucceedhimsomeday

whenheonlyhasdaughters? 

Mother:Ihavenotthoughtsofaralong. 

Me:IfNtandoistofallinlovewithahaldblood

commonerareyougoingtoblesstheunion? 

Mother:Wehavealreadybeenlookingfora

suitorforNtando.Ifhewishestowedahalf

bloodthenitistobeasasecondwife. 



Me:Thatwouldbeunfair.Yoursonisahalf

bloodyetyoudeemedhimworthyenoughto

wedatruePrincess.Youmightbeannoyedwith

whatIspeakbutinyourheartyouknowthatI

speakthetruth. 

Mother:Idonotknowwhattodoanymore,my

blossom(shestartedtocry)

Me:Wearegoingtotryandsolveitalloncewe

areoutofthisterriblecrisis.Iloveyouandyou

areatruemotherbutevenyouhavetoaccept

thatthesecretisoutanditistimetofaceit's

consequences.(Iembracedher)

Mother:Whatyouspeakisthetruth,myQueen.

Whenhaveyoubecomesowise?(Ilaughed

softly)

Me:Iammymother'sdaughtersoIlearnfrom

thebest.Donotfearallistoworkoutasit

should.Shibatellsmethatmanytimesandshe

isright. 

Mother:Thatbringscalmoverme.Comegive



Kamvalesizwehere.Letmegiveyourbackrest. 

Me:Mythanks(Ismiled)

.

Igentlytookthewrapoffandtookhimoffmy

backandputhimonmother's.Idohopethathe

sleepsuntilsunrise.Motherwenttositwithher

friendsandImustsayshehashelpedmeby

takingKamva.Myfeethavebeensoreand

slightlyswollen.ZinziapproachedandItriedto

avoidherbutcouldnot.

.

Zinzi:Howareyoufeeling,Ndoni? 

Me:Iamexhaustedandmyfeethurt.

Zinzi:Askoneifthehelperstorubyourfeetand

back.IknowthatpregnancyisnoteasyandI

canonlyimaginehowunpleasantitisinsucha

situation.

Me:Iamgoingtoaskforhelplater.Itseems

Mbalirefusestocalmforlong. 



Zinzi:Idonotknowwhatthematterwithmy

littlePrincessis.Itmustbeallthistension.

Ndoni,doyouholdanyknowledgeofwhatthe

strangewomansaidearlier?(myheartstarted

torace)

Me:HowwouldIknowwhatshespeaksof

whenIdonotevenknowthestranger? 

Zinzi:Whatshesaidleftmewithmany

questions.Whatifitistrue?Whatifyour

motherisbarrenandhadotherwomenbare

childrenforher? 

Me:Itakeoffense,Zinzi.ThisisyourQueenyou

speakofhere.Mymotherisnotbarren.Weare

hers. 

Zinzi:Myapologiesfortheinsult.Ishouldnot

haveimpliedthatyouarehalfbloods. 

Me:Itiswell.Weareallnotourselvesatthe

momentbutwearegoingtositdownandtalk

aboutalloncethisattackhascometoanend.



Zinzi:IdohopeBukhosireturns.Hemightnot

careaboutmebutIlovehim(myheartsank)

Me:Allisgoingtobewell.Yourhusbandisto

returnhome.

Zinzi:Idohopetheancestorsarealso

protectingyourKing.Maytheancestorsof

ZwelihleandUmhlabaOchumileyoprotectthe

peopleoftheirsoil.(Ismiled)

Me:Iamsuretheyhearourpleaandaresureto

doasweallareasking.MyKingiswell,Ican

feelit.IcannotexplainitbutIfeelhim. 

Zinzi:Wowtoknowsuchlovemusttrulyfeel

magical.Tohaveyourheartbeatatthesame

rhythmliketheoneyoulove. 

Me:Doyoustillhopetofindsuchlove? 

Zinzi:IhopedthatBukhosiwouldchooseme

buthehasnotbutIdowishit. 

Me:Bukhosiisafool.Youarebeautifulandhe

isclearlyablindman.HowIwishyoucanhave



whatyourheartdesires.(shesmiled)

.

Shestoodforwardandembracedme.I

wrappedmyarmsaroundhertoo.Iamgladshe

didnotaskmoreaboutNomvulabecauseIam

notthebestofliars.IwenttositwithZipho

whodidnotlookasscaredasonewouldexpect.

Idoknowthatsheisworriedaboutherhusband

though.Hishipmightslowhimdowninbattle

anditcouldhavedireconsequences.Iwent

aroundthechambercheckingtoseeifeveryone

isstillwell.Isawaladywhohasbeensitting

aloneallthistime.Iwenttoaskifalliswell. 

.

Me:Greetings,mylady(shebowedherhead

andsmiled)

Her:Greetings,myQueen.TowhatdoIowethe

honourofhavingyouseatednexttome? 

Me:Iamconcernedaboutyou.Youhavebeen



sittinghereallalone. 

Her:Ihavecomewithmysisterinlaw(she

pointedatoneofmother'sfriends)

Me:Whyareyounotsittingwithherandher

people?

Her:Shewouldnotbepleasedtohavemenext

toher,myQueen.Familytroubles. 

Me:Whyhaveyoucomewithherthen? 

Her:Ihavenochoice.HerhusbandisaKing

andifsheordersmetogowithherImust. 

Me:IfsheisyoursisterinlawthentheKingis

yourbrother,whichmakesyouaPrincess.Why

areyouallowingthemtotreatyousobadly?

Her:Heismystepbrother.TheformerKing

wasnotmyfathersoIcannotbedeemeda

Princess. 

Me:Areyoumarried? 

Her:Ihaveneverhadtheprivilegetowed,my



Queen.Ihaveacceptedthatmyancestorswish

nosuchlifeforme. 

Me:Thatmightchangesoon(shelaughed)

Her:Nowyouaremakingfunofme,myQueen.

Whowishesforanoldmaiden? 

Me:Iknowofafewmenwhowouldloveto

haveakindoldmaidentospendtherestof

theirdayswith. 

Her:Iwouldnotevenknowhowtobehave

beforeaman. 

Me:Areyoutellingmeyouhaveneverhadmale

company?(shelookeddown)

Her:Ihavekissedaboyinmyyoungeryearsbut

Ihavenotdonemore.(mymouthfellopenin

shocked)

Me:ThatissomethingIhaveneverinallmy

yearsheardof. 

Her:Iknowitisembarrassingforanolder

maidenlikemyselftobeuntouchedbutmy



mothermademepromisetoneverallowaman

totouchmeuntilIamwed.Ihaveneverwed

andIdonotwishtobreakthepromiseImade

tomymotherinherdyingbed.(Ikeptquiet)

Me:Ncumi,youhavejustmademespeechless.

Itisnotembracing,myladyjusthighlyunusual. 

Her:Imadeapro... 

.

Shedidnotfinishhersentencebecausewegot

interruptedbyBukhosibudgingin.Helooked

flushed.

.

Bukhosi:Zwelihleisingreatdanger.WhatI

haveseenisugly.Wearetoprepareourselves

fortheworst(thewomenstartedtocryandthe

childrenfollowed)

Mother:Couldyounotcallusasidetotellus

this?Nowyouhavecausedpanic.Haveyou

seenyourfather? 



Bukhosi:Theyhavealreadystartedtoburn

someofthefarms,mother.Itseemstheenemy

hasfoundawaytosneakintotheKingdom.

Fatherismostprobablyunawareofthisandthe

palaceguardsarenottoostrongtofightenemy

warriors. 

Me:Getallthewomenweapons.Iftheycome

forusthenletusnotallowthemtotakeour

livesandthoseofourchildrenwithoutafight. 

Mother:Guardsgetmoreweaponsandshields

(sheshoutedandtheyleftatonce. 

Ntando:Ihavebeentrainingwiththewarriors

foralongwhile.Itisnowtimetoputthe

trainingtothetest. 

Mother:No,youaretoremainatthebackwith

otherchildren.

Ntando:IamnotthePrinceofcowardness,

mother.Mypeople'slivesareindangerand

hidinglikeacowardisofnooption.LikeNdoni

said,wearetogivethemafightsothattheyare



nottoforgetusevenifwehavemetourends.

.

Theguardscamewithweaponsandwehidthe

smallchildrenasbestwepossiblythought.I

couldalreadysmellthesmokethatcamefrom

whereverthefireis.Ithasnowallbecomereal.

Wearenowtrulyawareoftheseriousnessof

thematter.Mostwarriorsareoutandpalace

guardsdonotholdthesamefightingskills.I

lookedatmyfamilyandhopedthatthe

ancestorsshieldussomehowtogetherwithall

theotherwomen.Weleftthosewhoweretoo

afraidtofight.Therewassuddenlygreatpanic

betweentheguardsastheymatchedtothe

frontoftheroyalhousetofightoffthethreat.

Wearenowreadyforwhateverfatethatawaits

us,whetheritistoliveortomeetourendwedo

notknow.Strangemenstartedtomaketheir

wayinandweallworktogethertotryand

defeattheenemy.Iwasinaweofhowmuch

ordinarywomenarewillingtogotokeeptheir



childrensafe.Ourguardsalsodidourbestbut

theygotoverpowered.Suddenlytoomanyof

thesestrangemencamethroughandweknew

thatIstoodnochance. 

.

Oneofthem:Surrenderordie!Youareabunch

ofhelplesswomanandwedonotwanttoharm

youbutifyoucontinuewithyoursillyattackwe

willkillyou. 

Me:Itseemsyoufeelthreatenedbythese

helplesswomen,coward! 

Him:Doyouknowhowrealmenmakebig

mouthwhoressuchasyourselfshutup?(he

shouted)

Bukhosi:Youdarenotcallmysisterawhore,

bloodycowa...(hedidnotfinishbecausethree

menstartedtobeathimup)

Me:Bukhosi.(Ishouted)

.



ThechaosstartedalloveragainandItrulydid

notknowwhatiswhatanymore.Imadeuseof

thefightingskillsasbestasmyhusbandtaught

meandhopedthatitistodomesomekindof

good.IsuddenlyfelttwomenpickmeupandI

kickedandscreamedandwatchedasallthe

othersurvivingwomengotcarriedawayina

differentdirection.WhyamIbeingcarriedtoa

differentdirection? 

.

.

#Ntsika

FinallywehavesetfootonZwelihleafterwhat

feltlikealifetime.Icouldseetwoblacksmoke

cloudsfromafarandpaniccaughtmymind.

ThisissurelyworsethanIpossiblythought.I

cannotgotoopenbattlenowbecauseIknow

Ndoniissurenotgoingtobethere.Igaveorder

totomostmentogooutintoopenfield.Ihave

explainedtheattireofthewarriorsofZwelihle



sotheyknowwhotheyarefightingwithand

whoagainst.Ileftfortheroyalgroundswith

someofmywarriorsandawarriorofZwelihle

approached,clearlythinkingthatIamhereto

attackandnotprotect.Hesawthesymbolof

Umhlabaonmyattireandallowedusthrough.I

rodemyhorseasfastaspossible.Wemadeit

toroyalgroundsanditseemstheenemy

arrivedbeforeus.Igotoffmyhorseandgotmy

shieldandweaponsready.Igavecommandfor

mywarriorstochargeaheadandkillwhoeveris

athreat.Theydonothavemanywarriorshere

soitwasnotadifficultfight.Ifoughtmyway

throughthechaosandfinallymadewayintothe

royalhouse.Thereisnooneoftheroyalfamily

insightandIhopethattheyarenotamongst

thedeadandinjuredthatlaidonthefloor.We

heardcriesofwomenandshoutingfrommen.I

gaveorderformywarriorstogolookatthe

matterwhileIsearchthechambersforthe

family.Evenifitisjustone.Isuddenlyheardthe



agonisingscreamofagrownmanfollowedby

malevoicesandaladyscream.Thelady

shouted"Letgoofme,filthypigs"andIrealised

itisthevoiceofmyQueen.Irushedtowhere

thenoiseisandIfoundamanholdingherdown,

herhandstiedandherdresstorn.Shewas

kickingabouttryingtofighthimoff.Irushed

andlethisneckmeetmybladekillinghim

instantly.Ikneltdowntoheranduntiedher. 

.

Ndoni:Nts...Ntsika(sheletoutabittercryand

jumpedintomyarms)

Me:Youaresafe,youaresafe.Havetheytried

tohurtyouyouinthismannerbefore?(she

shookherhead)

Ndoni:Healmosthadmeashisforcefully.(her

griparoundmetighted)

Me:Alliswellnow.

.



SheletgoofmeandItriedtofixherdressso

wecouldgetup.Suddenlymyhandhadblood

asItouchedherthigh.Shelookedatitand

startedtocryandIknewwhatshewasthinking.

Ilifteditupagaintoinspectwheretheinjury

mightbeandrealisedthatitisnotevenher

blood. 

.

Me:Itisnotyourblood,Ndoni.Donotfear.You

havenotlostourchild.

.

Shecoveredherfacewithherhandsandwept.I

putmyheadonherbellyandkissedit.Fora

minuteIalsothoughtthatshehadlostour

child. 

.

Ndoni:Weneedtogofindtheothers,myKing. 

Me:Ihavesentwarriorstheirdirection.We

managedtooverpowertheenemybutyouare



rightletusgo.

Ndoni:Mythanksforcoming,mywarrior.Iam

sohappytoseeyou. 

Me:HowcanInotcomeforyou?Doyounot

knowtheendofmeissuretobetheendofme?

(Ikissedher)

.

Shestoodandwewenttotheotherchamber

butgotgreetedbycryingwomenandchildren.

Mywarriorshavedoneagoodjob.QueenNobu

rushedtousassoonasshesawus. 

.

Nobu:Whydoesyourdresshaveblood,Ndoni?

Donottellmethat... 

Ndoni:Itisnotmyblood,mother.Donotfear. 

Me:WhereistheKing? 

Nobu:Outtobattle.Idonotevenknowifhestill

lives(shecried)



Me:Iamgoingtogoandlookforhim. 

Ndoni:Becareful,Ntsika. 

.

Irushedoutandgotontomyhorsetogolook

formyfatherinlaw.Hehassavedmylife

beforeandhelpinghimfightforhisKingdomis

theleastthatIcando.Igotoffmyhorseand

startedtobattle.Ihavemissedthethrillthis

comeswith.HowIwishmybrotherBantuis

heretofightalongsidemeaswehaveasyoung

men.ItseemstheZwelihleandUmhlaba

Ochumileyowarriorsareworkingwelltogether

becausetheenemyislosinglotsofmen.The

fightingcamewithit'sscratchesandbruises

butawarriorisnotfazedbysmallinjury.I

foughtanddefeatedmenandsawNdoni's

fatheralsofighting.Hourswentbyandwe

finallyclaimedvictory.IwenttoKingXolowho

wasbleedingfromhischest. 

.



Me:Wehavetotakeyoubacktothemainland,

myKing. 

Xolo:IdonotknowwhatIwouldhavedoneif

youhadnotcomewithextramen,myKing.

HowgreatisthedamageinUmhlaba

Ochumileyo? 

Me:Wehopethatthereisnodamage.Itseems

thestrangerwaswarningmeaboutthisattack

buthewasnotclearaboutit. 

Xolo:Mythanks,myson.IknowthatGobano

longerhavementobattleandIamtosendout

warriorstofinishhimoff.Heshouldnothave

messedwithZwelihle.NowIamgoingto

invadehisKingdomandtakehisland. 

Me:Wearetoplanitwellsoon,father.Youare

bleedingtoomuchanditworriesme. 

.

IhelpedhimgetonthehorseandIalsogot

ontomine.Ilethisrunalongsidemineina



steadyspeed.Iletthewarriorsstandguardfor

longerjustincasebutIamprettysurethatwe

havedefeatedtheenemy.Wefinallymadeour

waytothechaoticroyalgroundsandIhelped

himinside.

.

Nobu:Xolo!(sherantous)

Xolo:ItseemsyourKingstillhasthespiritof

warriorinsidehim(helaughedsoftly)

Nobu:Thatisnotsomethingtolaughabout.

Takehimtothechamberthatside,Ntsika.I

shallhavecaretakersbewithhimatonce. 

.

IwalkedhimtowheretheQueensaidandput

himdown.Heletoutaloudgroan.Clearlythat

ofpainandthecaretakersrushedtohisaid.It

seemsthebodiesofthosewhohaveperished

duringtheattackhasbeentaken.Iwenttolook

forNdoniandfoundhergivingwatertopeople



andKamvaheldherdressasshemoved.He

turnedandlookedmydirectionandrantome. 

.

Kamva:Fada,Fada,Fada(hefellhalfwaybut

gotupandcontinuedtoruntomeandIpicked

himup)

Me:Youdidnotevencrywhenyoujustfell,my

boy.Youarenowastrongboy,alittlewarrior. 

Ndoni:Comesitdownletmelookatthose

woundsonyourbody. 

Me:Thesearenotdangerous,myQueen.Is

everyonesafe?IhaveseenNtandobutnot

Bukhosi.

Ndoni:Hegotbeatenupbadlybythementhat

attackedtheroyalhousesoheisstillunder

care.Idonotknowwhatwouldhavecometo

usifyouhadnotcome,myKing.Wewouldall

havemetourend. 

Me:Donotthinkaboutwhathasalreadygone.



Alliswellwejustneedtohelpwithaidandhelp

Zwelihlestandonceagain. 

Zipho:Greetings,myKing.HowisBantu?(I

smiled)

Me:HewaswellwhenIlefthim.DonotfearI

donotthinkUmhlabaisinanydanger.Heis

goingtobehappytoseeyouandThando.He

mademepromisetobringyouback. 

Zipho:Weallthankyouforsavingourlives 

Me:Thanksthewarriorsofoursoil,mylady.

Zipho:Ithankyouall.IamsureBantu'sheartis

tobesadoncehehearshemissedoutonbattle

(welaughed)

Me:Thatistrue. 

Zipho:Letmeleaveyou.Mythanksonceagain.

IstandproudtocallyoumyKing.Youleadus

well.(Ismiledandnoddedandsheleft)

Ndoni:Istandproudtocallyoumyhusband.

Mystrongwarrior. 



Me:Allthispraiseissuregoingtomakemethe

firstAfricanmantoblush(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:Havewelostalotofmen? 

Me:No,wehavenot.Theseyoungwarriorssure

knowhowtofight.Howareyoufeeling? 

Ndoni:IamworriedaboutfatherandBukhosi

butIamwellbecauseyouarehere.The

damagetotheKingdomisbigbutIamsure

withhelpfatherisgoingtorestoreitonceagain.

IhaveneverseensomanydeadbodiesbutIam

gladthatmostareoftheenemy.Wehaveto

honourourwarriors,myKing. 

Me:Wearegoingtoonceallhassettled.For

nowIjustwishforanembrace.(shesmiled)

.

ThethreeofusembracedandIamsohappy

thatwehavenotlostlovedonestodeath.The

cheetahswalkedinandtheonewaslimpingbut

itisnotMbaleki.Hecubsrushedtoherandshe



lickedtheirfaces.Clearlyhappytoseethem

again.Ntandoyabantuattendedtothebeasts

andensuredthattheyarenotinjured.Ndoni

wenttocheckonherbeastandsheisfilledwith

bloodbutmostisnothers.Ndonimademesit

downbyforcetocleanmywoundsbecauseshe

fearedtheymightgetinfectedandIdidnot

arguewithher.Thereisstillgreatchaosaround

usandwearesurenottosleepsoonbutthe

threathasbeendefeatedandthatisallthat

matters.Ithanktheancestorsformakingme

comeintimetostopthatbastardfromraping

mywife.Iamalsogladthatourchildstillgrows

inherwomb.Thebloodonherthighalmost

mademyheartstop.Afterthisisoverweareto

teachGobaalesson.Iamsurehispeopleare

goingtothankus.Nowwewaittohearabout

KingXoloandBukhosi'sconditions.Idohope

thattheybothlivetocelebratethisvictorywith

us.Wecannotcelebratewithfunerals.Igoton

myhorsewithNtandoandwerodeouttothe



burningcrops.Itissuretocrippletheir

vegetabletraderoutesbuttheycanstartafresh.

Iamgoingtohelpmysecondhomestandon

it'sfeetagain.Iamasonhereanditismyduty

tohelpmyfamily.Thesmokefilledtheair

clearlyindicatingthatdisasterstruckbutitwas

nottolast.Theancestorsofthetwosoilsdid

notlettheenemyseeusdefeatedandforthatI

remaintrulygrateful.

[03/02,19:23]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-

ByNonkosiMakhosi

Insert49￼

.

#King Xolo

Dayshavegoneandmybodystillfeelsweak

andinpainbutIdoknowthattheinjuryisnot

goingtokillme.Nobuhasnotallowedmeto

getoutandwalkaboutanditisfrustratingbutI



knowbetterthantoarguewithmyQueen.Isat

upwhenshewalkedinandIsmiled.

.

Nobu:Thatsmileissurenotgoingtoletme

grantyoupermissiontowalkabout(Ilaughed)

Me:Ihavegivenupintryingtoconvinceyouto

letmegoonwithmyduties.HowisBukhosi? 

Nobu:Heishealing,itseemsthebonesinhis

sidearebroken. 

Me:Thatisnotagoodthing,myQueen.Letus

hopeitisnothingasseriousasthat. 

Nobu:Heisingoodcare,Xolo.Oursonmight

notbeawarriorbutheisstronginhisownright.

(Ismiled)

Me:Ihavenotthankedyoufornevercarrying

hateinyourheartforhim,Nobu.Notmany

womenareabletoloveachildwhoisnotof

theirwombsasyoudoBukhosi. 

Nobu:Ineednotbegivenanyspecialthanksfor



lovingmyownson.Hemightnotcomefrom

mebutmyheartholdsgreatloveforhim. 

Me:Theroyaleldersandcouncilhaveaskedfor

ameeting. 

Nobu:ButXolo,youkno... 

Me:Icannotlieinthischambermuchlonger,

myQueen.ThebusinessoftheKingstonhas

crippledandBukhosiisnotwellenoughto

standinformeasheusuallydoesandnoone

istotakeNtandoyabantu.seriouslyyet. 

Nobu:Ntsikaandyourbrothershavebeen

handlingbusinessonyourbehalf,myKing. 

Me:IamgratefulforallhehasdonebutIcan

notlethimgoonandneglecthisownKingdom.

BongoandDumaIdonottrust.Theymightsee

thisasanopportunitytocripplemyruleeven

more. 

Nobu:Fine,youaretogotothemeetingbutyou

needtorestafterwards.(Ismiled)



Me:Idonotknowthemeaningofthewordrest

butIamgoingtotryforyou.IsNomvulastillin

captivity?(shestoodandkeptbusy)

Nobu:Shehassparkedcuriosityinmany

people'sminds,Xolo.Thisisunfortunatelyno

longerasecret. 

Me:Kumkaniisnotgoingtopleasedwithus

havingmarriedhisdaughtertoourhalf

commonerson.Ifearanotherattackissoonto

hitus.

Nobu:Zwelihleissuretoburntoashesand

neverriseifwegetattackedrightnow.You

mustdosomethingaboutthis,myKing. 

Me:Iamgoingtotrymybesttoavoidanother

attackonoursoil.IregreteveraskingNomvula

tohaveourchild. 

Nobu:Donotsaythat.Toregretitmeanswe

regretBukhosi'sexistence.

Me:HasNtandonotspokenaboutthissincehe



heardNomvula? 

Nobu:Ntandohasbeentoooccupiedwith

helpingintherestoringofthisKingdomtobe

botheredbysuchrightnow.Iamsoproudof

him.Ithinkwehaveayouryoungertwininhim.

(Ilaughedindelight)

Me:Theybothhavetheiruniquestrengths. 

Nobu:Letmecleanyourwoundandhelpyou

getreadyforthemeetinglater. 

Me:BlessedamItohaveyouasmybride(she

blushed)

.

Shetookthedirtyclothfrommywoundand

cleanedit.ItstungalotbutIhadtobraveit.

Shefinishedeverythingandhelpedmeget

readyfortheday.IamgladthatIamtodo

somethingforthedayratherthanjuststayin

thischamber.IdonotknowhowIamgoingto

handletheBukhosiissuebutImustsurethink



ofaway. 

.

.

.

#KingNtsika

Thepastfewdayshavebeenbusyfirallwho

wishtoseethislandprosperousagain.Ihave

sentanotetofathertohavehimsendmoreaid

tothissoil.Iamsureitisonit'sway.Iwalked

tothechamberIsharewithmyQueenduring

ourstayhereandfoundherapplyingbody

butteronherfreshlybathedskin.Shelookedat

meandsmiled. 

.

Ndoni:Youneedrest,Ntsika.Exhaustionissure

goingtobetheendofyou. 

Me:Youareright,myheart(Ilaidonthebedon

myback)



Ndoni:Ihavemissedyou.Wehaveallbeenso

busywithrepairingandrestoringthatIhardly

seeyou.(shegotontopofme)

Me:Thereisgreatprogress,myQueen.Soon

Zwelihleistobeasitwasbeforethisdisaster.

Ndoni:AllthankstotheKingofUmhlaba

Ochumileyo. 

.

Shekissedmeandmybodyimmediately

reactedbecausesheisinhernakedness.She

tookoffmyclothingandkissedandexplored

mybody.Wemadelovelikeitisthelasttime

wearetoeverdoitagain.IdonotthinkIam

goingtostopdesiringthisbeautifulladyof

mine.WelaidineachothersarmswhenIfelt

ourchildmove.Isatupinexcitementandheld

herbelly. 

.

Me:WhatareyoudoingintherelittlePrincess?I



hopeyourmovingisnotcausinganypaintomy

Queen.

Ndoni:Nopain,donotfear(shelaughedsoftly)

Me:Thatfeltlikeastrongkick.Itisalljustso

magical.Icannotwaittoseeyou,dear

daughter.

Ndoni:Orson(shesmiled)

Me:Thecheetahgiftedtoourunbornchildis

femaleandIthinktheancestorsaregivingusa

sign. 

Ndoni:Iamjusthappythatsheisstillgrowing

well.Somuchhashappenedthatcouldhave

causedmybodytobetooweaktocarryour

child.(shesaidsoftly)

Me:Letusnotthinkaboutthat.Youbothare

wellandsafeandsoisourlittleboy.(shekept

quietforawhile)

Ndoni:Wouldyouhaveseenthesamewoman

inmeifthatcowardsucceededinrapingme?



(hereyesgotfilledweektears)

Me:Blinksothatthetearscanfall,mylady.I

wantyoutoseemeproperlywhenIgiveyouan

answer.

Ndoni:Myapologiesforsuchaquestion(she

blinkedandtearsfelldownhercheeks)

Me:Youneednotapologise.Ndoniyamanzi,you

aretheonlywomanmyheartbeatsfor.Idonot

thinkanyfateistochangethat.Ifhesucceeded

Iwouldhavebeenangryatmyselffornot

protectingyouandIwouldhavehatedtosee

youcarrysuchanemotionalburden.ButIwould

nothaveseenyouaslessofawoman. 

Ndoni:IamgladyoucameintimebecauseIdo

notwishforanothermantohaveme.(Ismiled)

Me:Iamsuretokillanymanwhodarestryto

invademytemple.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:Ihavegoodnewsforyou.(Ismiled)

Me:Iamlistening.



Ndoni:IthinkImighthavefoundamaidenfor

fathertowed(shesmiledinexcitement)

Me:Youseekedamaidenduringallthechaos?

Ndoni:Thatisthething,myKing.Ididnotgo

outseekingamaiden.IjustfoundherandI

thinktheancestorswantedustomeet.

Me:Doesthisladyhaveanidentity?

Ndoni:HernameisNcumisabutIholdno

knowledgeofthesoilshehailsfrom.Sheis

untouchedtoo. 

Me:Ndoni,fatherwishesforanoldermaiden

withwisdomsohecanhavegreatcompany

whenwithher.Notayoungnaivemaiden,my

Queen.

Ndoni:Sheishisage(myeyeswidenedin

shock)

Me:Whyissheuntouchedifsheissoold? 

Ndoni:Shehasbeenkeepingherselfforher

weddingnight.(Ilaughedloudly)



Me:Soifsheacceptstobefather'sbride,heis

todeflowerher?(webothlaughed)

Ndoni:Ithinkitisbeautiful,Ntsika.Iamsure

evenfatherisgoingtobeshocked. 

Me:Wearetofindoutwheresheisfromthen,

myQueen.Hetrulywishestohaveawife.Does

thismaidenwishtoeverhaveachild? 

Ndoni:Thatistobebetweenherandfather

shouldtheywed,myKing.ThereismorethatI

wishedtodiscusswithyoubutIhavenothad

anytime. 

Me:Thissoundslikeunpleasantnewsjudging

fromyourtone.Whatisthematter? 

Ndoni:Bukhosiisahalfroyal(myheartnearly

stoppedduetoshock)

Me:Idonotunderstand(shetoldmeeverything

andIkeptsilent)

Ndoni:Itisshockingnews,Iknow. 

Me:DoestheroyalparentsofZwelihlerealise



thedamagethissecretisgoingtocause? 

Ndoni:Itisnolongeracompletesecret.

Nomvulatoldthenewsbeforemanypeopleand

nowIknowitisjustamatteroftimebeforeit

goestotheearsofZinzi'sfamily. 

Me:Iwouldnottakebeingfooledlikethat

lightly.Yourfatherhasdonegreatinjusticeto

thisPrincessbymarryingherofftohishalf

blood.Imeannoinsultbutitisnotright,my

Queen. 

Ndoni:ItakenooffensebecauseIagreewith

you.Wewaittoseehowtheyaretodealwithit. 

.

WekeptondiscussingtheBukhosiissueandit

istrulyamess.Wemadeloveandgotthewell

deservedrestthatmybodyneeds.Afterawhile

therewasaknockonthedoor.Igotmyself

decentandwenttoopen.

.



Guard:MyKing,theKingofZwelihlewishesto

seeyouinthecouncilchamberatonce. 

Me:TellhimthatIamtojoinhimsoon. 

.

Henoddedandleft.Iputtherestofmyclothing

onandwenttothesleepingNdoni.Iamnot

goingtowakeherupsoIkissedherlipssoftly

andleft.WhywouldtheKingwishtoseeme?I

thoughthewasnotstrongenoughtogetup.I

walkedintothechamberandbowedmyheadin

greeting.

.

Xolo:Mythanksforcoming,son. 

Me:Whyhaveyoucalledmehere,father.Is

somethingthematter? 

Xolo:Wearetohaveacouncilmeetingsoon

andIwishforyoutobehere.

Me:Iwouldbehonoured,fatherbutarethe

Councilmembersnotgoingtotakeoffenseby



mebeinghere? 

Xolo:Donotfear,Iamgoingtohandlethem.

Me:Youarelookingstronger.Thatisgood. 

Xolo:Thepainstillremainsbutamanshedsno

tearsbecauseofalittlewound(weboth

laughed)

Me:Thatistrue,warrior. 

.

Wetalkedandplannedwhilewewaitedforthe

othermentojoinus.Ndoni'sunclesarrivedfirst

andtheygreetedwithalookofunpleasantness

ontheirfaces.Theeldersalsoarrivedandthe

Kingstartedtospeak.

.

Duma:Myapologiesforinterrupting,brother.

Permissiontospeakbeforeyoucontinue.

Xolo:Haveyoursay,Duma.(helookedannoyed)

Duma:IsthisnotthebusinessofZwelihle?Why



doIseetheKingofUmhlabaOchumileyoina

councilmeeting? 

Bongo:Iagreewithouryoungerbrother.He

mightbeasoninlawherebutthisisthe

CouncilofZwelihle. 

Me:Imeantnooffensebybeinghereuncles.

TheKingaskedmetobepresentandI

acceptedthehonour.MyKing,perhapsitis

bestIleave. 

Xolo:Youaretogonowhere,myKing.Duma

andBongowherewouldyoubeatthismoment

hadKingNtsikanotcome? 

Duma:Idonotund... 

Xolo:Youwouldbedeaddammit.Wewouldall

havebeeninadarkholewithdirtonushadit

notbeenforhishelp.(heshouted)

Elder:Calm,son. 

Xolo:Iamnotgoingtocalm,elder.Allthe

ungratefulloudmouthswhodonotwishtosee



mysonherecanstandandleaveoursacred

chamber.(helookedathisbrothers)

Duma:Ourapologiesforbeingungrateful,

brother. 

Xolo:Youhidinyourhouseduringthechaos

insteadofcomingtofightforthesoilofyour

peopleandnowthatitisoveryoudarebecome

bravewithyourmouths.Zwelihlestandstoday

becauseofKingNtsikaandhiswarriors.Ihold

noknowledgeofhowyoutreatyoursonsinlaw

butdonotexpectmetofollowwhatyoudo. 

Elder:Permissiontoproceedwithwhatwehave

gatheredherefor.Wewouldliketoknowwhat

thereasonsfortheattackwas,myKing. 

Xolo:IhavesentoutmentobringGobatome

andhissons.Iholdnoknowledgeofthe

reasonsbutIknowthattheyaresoontobring

theenemytome. 

Duma:Isayletusgiveordertohavehimkilled. 



Me:Ofstayuseishetousifheisdead?We

needthemalivesohecangiveusanswers.

Bongo:Wecannotlettheenemylive,myKing. 

Xolo:Itseemsyoufearthattheenemyisto

revealtruthsthatyoubothholdknowledgeof. 

Duma:Itakeoffense,brother. 

Bongo:Idotoo,myKing.Whywouldwework

withtheenemytodestroythelandofour

ancestors?

Me:Father,continuewithourplantobringGoba

andhissonstoyoursoil.Ifyousaythatyouare

innoconflictwithhisKingdomthenheisto

comeandtellushisreasons. 

Elder:IagreewithbothKings.Arewetoseize

Bambananiandkeepitorsellit? 

Xolo:Wearekeepingitandwearetohave

morefarmingdoneonit.Thewealthfromitis

tobenefitZwelihleandUmhlabaOchumileyo.

Duma:Isthatnottoomuchofarewardtothe



King? 

Me:Idonotexpectanyrewards,myKing.This

isthesoilofmyQueen'sancestorsandIdonot

wishtoseeitincrisis.Norewardsareneeded. 

Xolo:Itisnotupfornegotiation,myKing.You

havehelpedseizeitanditisonlyfairthatyour

Kingdomreapsthebenefitsaswell.Ihave

spokenandmademydecision.

Elder:Weagreetoit,son. 

Bongo:ThereistheissueofBukhosi.Xolo:

WhataboutBukhosi? 

Bongo:Weallknowabouttherumourgoing

aroundthatheisnotthesonofyourQueen.

(Xolo'sjawtightened)

Xolo:Itseemsthereisnousehidingthetruth

anymore.Itistrue(hetoldthemtheentirestory)

Elder:ThatmeansthePrinceisnottositonthe

thronewhenthetimecomes.Wecannotbeled

byahalfblood.Nowonderhegetsnoboy



children.Theancestorsarenothappy.

Duma:HowarewetoknowthatNtandoyabantu

isnotaproductofacommoner'swombeither? 

Xolo:DonotinsultmenormyQueenlikethat.

YouhaveallseenNobubelelepregnantwiththe

princessandlatertheyoungerprince. 

Elder:NdoniyananziandNtandoyabantuare

hers.Iholdknowledgeofthat.Whyhaveyou

nottoldusaboutthisplan,Xolo? 

Xolo:Whenelder?Allyoupeopledidbackthen

wasthrowinsultsonmyQueenclaimingthat

herwombiscursed.IdidwhatIthoughtisbest

toprotectthehonourofmybride.(heshouted)

Me:Trytocalm,myKing. 

Bongo:Wecannotcontinuetohavehimas

yoursuccessor.Hedoesnotevendeservethe

titleofPrince.Doyouknowtheangerthisis

suretocauseKumkani?

Elder:Youshouldhaveletusinonthissecretof



yours.Weoughttodealwiththismaidenwhois

Bukhosi'struemother.Bukhosicanbein

chargeoftheotherlandswehaveasPrincebut

heisnevertositonthethroneofthissoil.We

aretokeepthissilentfromKingKumkaniorwe

aretobeindeeptrouble.DumaandBongo,you

botharetoshutyourmouthsorfacethe

punishmentofhavingyourtonguescutout. 

Duma:AllIamsayingisBukhosiistostep

downasheirtothethrone. 

Xolo:Iamgoingtositdownandspeaktomy

sonmyself.Nooneistotellhimthewholetruth

butmeandmyQueen. 

Elder:Asyouwish,myKing.Wearetomeet

againonceyouhavedoneso.Mythankstoall

ofyouforcoming. 

.

TheyallstoodandleftandIremainedwithKing

Xolo.HelooksupsetandangryandIfearedto

angerhimmorebyspeaking.



.

Xolo:Idonottrustmybrothers. 

Me:Whycanroyalbrothersjustnotgetalong?

Itseemstobeacursewithbeingofroyalblood.

Xolo:Itisthefightforpower,myKing.The

brotherIgotalongwithdiedfromafeverwhen

wewereyoungboys.Zwelihlewouldhavebeen

greaterwithhimbymyside. 

Me:Atleastyouholdknowledgeofwhatitfeels

liketohaveatruebrother. 

Xolo:WhenareyouandNdonitoreturntoyour

soil? 

Me:Inafewdays.Haveweoutstayedour

welcome?(helaughed)

Xolo:Donotbesilly.Ijustknowhow

demandingleadingaKingdomisandIdonot

wishforyoutoneglectyours. 

Me:Fatherstillhassomeenergyleftinhimso

hetakescareofmanythingsinmyabsence.



Soonwemightcelebratehiswedding.

Xolo:Iwaswonderingwhenheistotakeawife

again.Nomanistolivealone. 

Me:Ndonihasfoundhimanuntouchedold

maiden(webothlaughed)

Xolo:Wherehasmydaughterfoundsuch? 

Me:Iholdnoknowledgeofthat,myKing. 

.

Wekeptonmakingfunoffather'ssituationand

therewasgreatlaughter.IalsotoldhimthatI

donottrusthisbrotherssohemustkeepalert

atalltimes.HisQueenwalkedinandtookhim

torestandIcouldseeheisannoyed.Iwent

aboutmybusinessandheisrightwemustgo

backtooursoilsoon. 

.

.

.



#Queen Ndoni

IwokeuptofindNtsika'ssideemptyandcold.

Somuchforresting!Igotup,gotmyselfdecent

anddressed.IsentZiphohomeassoonasthe

dangerwasoverbecauseIknowshemisses

herhusband.Iwentouttolookforsomething

todoanddecidedtogocheckonBukhosi.I

enteredandwenttohisbed.Theswellingon

hisfacehasdown. 

.

Bukhosi:Ineedtogetoutofhereandfeelthe

sunonmyskin. 

Me:GoodluckwithconvincingtheQueento

allowthat.Evenfatherisaprisoner(helaughed

softly)

Bukhosi:Weareblessedtohaveher.Ndoni,

howmuchtruthdoyouthinkthatwoman's

word'shold? 

Me:Whichone?(Itriedavoidingthequestion)



Bukhosi:TheoneclaimingthatIamofher

womb. 

Me:Idonotknow,Bukhosi.OnlytheQueenand

Kingaretoshedlightontheissue.Whatwould

youdoifitweretrue? 

Bukhosi:Idonotknow. 

Me:Letusnottalkaboutit.Howareyoufeeling?

Bukhosi:IthinkthatIhavebrokenbones.Zinzi

hasbeenlookingaftermewell.Youwereright,I

donotdeserveher. 

Me:Iamsorry,mybrotherbutitistrue.Ihope

thisneardeatheventhastaughtyouto

appreciateBukhosi.NomoreNcedioranyother

maiden. 

Bukhosi:IamgoingtobekindtoZinzi.Igive

youmypromise.(thedooropened)

Zinzi:Myapologies.Ididnotknowyouarehere,

myQueen.Ihavejustcometocleanhis

wounds



Bukhosi:Otherwomenwouldhaveleftmeto

rotbutnotyou.Youarespecial,Zinziandmy

truestapologiesfortreatingyouasIhave.You

deservemoreforyouareofgreatworth. 

Zinzi:Isitnotmydutyasyourbride?Itseems

thisinjuryhasturnedyouintoapersonIdonot

know(shesmiled)

Me:Theyhavebeatenthefoolishnessoutof

him(theylaughed)

Bukhosi:Iwasnotraisedlikethat.Ihavenever

heardtheQueencomplainabouttheKing

sleepingaroundandIoughttotreatyouasmy

fatherhasmymother. 

Zinzi:Thatwarmsmyheart,myPrince. 

Me:Letmeleaveyoubothtoyourbusiness. 

.

IkissedBukhosi'sforeheadandleftthem.He

seemslikehetrulymeanswhyhehasjust

spoken.Perhapsallheneededwasawakeup



callandaheavybeatinggaveittohimbutIdo

notwanttospeaktosoon.Hemightchangehis

tuneoncehehashealed.Iwenttowherethe

Queenstood. 

.

Mother:Youneedtosit.Lookatthosefeet. 

Me:Theyareinnopain.Mother,Iwishtoask

yousomething.

Mother:Myearsareyours.

Me:Therewasamaidenhere,hernameis

Ncumisa.Sheisthesisterinlawofoneofyour

friends.

Mother:Ncumi,Nopopi'sservant? 

Me:SheisthestepsisterofNopopi'sKing,nota

servant.

Mother:Iknowhertobeaservant.Whatyou

speakisnewtome.Whatabouther? 

Me:Iwishtoaskforherhandonbehalfofmy



fatherinlaw.(shelookedshocked)

Mother:Doeshenotwishforaroyalbride,

Ndoni? 

Me:Staygoodhasthatdonehiminthepast?

Jongiwasfarfrombeingroyalbuthewedher.

Plusweseeknotamaidentogiveoursoilheirs.

OnlyamaidentoloveandcareforNtsika's

father. 

Mother:Youareonquiteamission,my

blossom(shelaughed)

Me:WhereisNcumifrom? 

Mother:FromIntaba'ende.Theyhavealready

gonesoyouaretotravelthere.Idonotwant

youtogosofar,Ndoni. 

Me:WehaveroyalmessengersatUmhlabatoo.

(shelaughedsoftly)

.

Itseemsthatallitcomingtogetherwell.Iamto

sentalettertoNcumi'sfamilysoon.Mother



toldmethattheyaregoingtotellBukhosithe

truthbecausetheCouncilalsoknowanddonot

wantBukhosiasfutureKing.Iletamale

servantprepareahorseformetogooutinthe

fieldbecausethatitwhereNtsikaiswithKamva.

Itrulydidfindthemthereandthethreeofus

walkedabout.

.

Me:Mostofthecommonershousesdestroyed

arebuiltagain. 

Ntsika:Itshowshowgreatworkingtogetheras

ateamtrulyis.Wearetogohomesoon,my

Queen.

Me:IknowandIagree.Wehaveourown

Kingdomtolookafter.Zwelihleisgoingtobe

well.EventhesmallKingdomsledbychiefs

havegivenaidtohelprestorethissoil.A

Kingdomtrulyneedstohavemorefriendsthan

enemiesoritisnotgoingtolast. 

Ntsika:Sometimestheenemyisapartofthe



Kingdom.

Me:Whatmakesyousaythat?(Ilookedathim)

Ntsika:Somethingaboutyourunclesisnot

right. 

Me:Butthatisnosurprise,myKing.They

alwaysholdtheirowndifferentopinions. 

Ntsika:Ihopethatisallthereistothem. 

.

Wetalkedmoreanditseemshethinksfather's

brothersareuptonogood.Idonot

communicatewiththemmuchbuttheytrulyare

annoying.Kamvabecamehungryandwehadto

goback.Weallsatasafamilyhavingagreat

feast.EvenBukhosihasjoinedusbuttheyhad

tocarryhimin.WesatandatewhenZimba

rushedin.Hebowedhisheadingreeting.

.

Zimba:Myapologiesforinterrupting,myKing

butyouhaveguests.Itseemstheyhavecome



ingreaturgency. 

Father:Havetheysaidwhotheyare? 

Zimba:Theyneednointroduction,myKing.Itis

KingKumkaniandhisbride. 

Zinzi:Myfather?(shesmiled)

Zimba:Yes,dearPrincess(shestoodandran

out)

Father:Tellthemthatwearegoingtomeet

themsoon. 

Zimba:Asyouwish(heleft)

Bukhosi:Whatwouldmyfatherinlawbedoing

here?Heisneveranantotravelthisfar.Surely

itisofgreatimportance.

Father:MyQueen,letusgoandmeetour

guests.Itisrudetokeepthemwaiting.

Bukhosi:Havemetakentomeetthem. 

Mother:Youarenottomeetanyguestsinthat

condition.Goandrest..



IcouldseethepaniconbothMotherand

Father'sface.CouldZinzi'sparentshavefound

outaboutthematter?Didshesendanoteto

hersoilwithoutanyofusknowingaboutit?All

thesequestionsranthroughmymindandnota

singleonehadananswer.IlookedNtsikaandI

couldseethathealsofearedthatthevisitfrom

Zinzi'speopleisnotapleasantone.Areweto

prepareforanotherwar?Isthistheendofmy

people'ssoil?Wesataswewaitedtohearthe

newsofwhatistrulyhappening.Mayfateshine

somelightonusafterwehavegonethroughso

muchdarkness.

[03/02,19:24]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-
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#Xolo



MyQueenheldmyarmaswerushedtothe

guestchamber.Sheisbusyfidgetingher

fingersandIknowitisasignofnerves.We

walkedinandKumkanichargedatmewitha

punch.Iamnotabouttobeinsultedinmy

housesoIfoughtback.Allthechildrenranin

andBukhosigotcarriedtothechamber.Iheld

Kumkanidowntotryandcalmhim. 

.

Me:Donotletmemakeafoolofyouinfrontof

yourQueen,Kumkani.(Ishouted)

Kumkani:Whatelsecouldmakememoreofa

foolthantoknowthatIgavemydaughtertoa

boywhoisnotevenatruePrince?Letgoofme

atonce!(Iletgoandhestood)

Me:Youdarenotcomeintomyhouseinsucha

disrespectfulmanneragain. 

Bukhosi:Soitistrue.Iamnotyours,myQueen

(helookeddefeated)



Nobu:Youaremine,Bukhosi.Imightnotha... 

Kholeka:Youdaredenyatruththatyouknow,

Nobubele.Areanyofthesechildrenevenyours?

(Nobuslappedher)

Nobu:Iamnotoneofyourservantgirls.Doyou

hearme?Youareinmyhouseandyouareto

respectmeoryouaresuretoregretit. 

Kholeka:Youhavebroughtshametomy

daughterandyoumustnotthinkthatweareto

letgoofthis. 

Zinzi:Mother,letussitdownandspeaklike

adults.Ibegofyou.

Kumkani:Gopackyourclothing,weareleaving

foroursoilatonce.Getreadyforthewrathof

myKingdom,Xolo. 

Bukhosi:Shewasnotevenpureonourwedding

night(heshoutedinanger)

Me:Whatdoyouspeakof,Bukhosi? 

Kholeka:Youdamnhaldbloodcoward.How



dareyouinsultmydaughterlikethat.Shewasa

puremaidenuntilyouhadher.Wesawthe

proofonthesheetyoupresentedtous. 

Zinzi:Ibegofyoutonotdothis,Bukhosi(she

startedtocry)

Bukhosi:Myapologies,ZinzibutIcannotstand

hereandletyourfamilyinsultmineasifthey

haveraisedaperfectchild.Ihadtocutmyarm

slightlyandletdropsofbloodfallonour

weddingsheetbecauseyourdaughterwasnot

pureonourweddingnight. 

Kumkani:Thatisofnotruth.Ourchildwas

untouc... 

Zinzi:Hespeaksthetruth,Father.Iwasnot

purewhenwewed.Myheartchoseayoung

warriorofoursoilandIwasfoolishenoughto

lethimhaveme.Myapologies(Kumkani

shoutedinanger)

Kholeka:Howcouldyoudothattous,Zinzi?Do

youknowtheshameIfeelatthismoment?



Me:Nowwearealltotryandcalmdown.We

aretositandseekawayforwardthatisbest

forallofus. 

.

EveryonesatdownexceptforKumkani.Clearly

hedidnotexpectsuchaconfessionfromhis

preciousdaughter.Itseemsthereisdishonesty

onbothsidesofthefamily.Ilookedatmy

eldestsonandthelookofpainonhisface

painedme.IlookedatNobuwhoisfighting

awaythetearsthreateninghereyes.Kumkani

finallysatdown. 

.

Kumkani:Theinjusticethatyouhavedonetous

isfargreaterthantheoneourdaughterhas. 

Me:Sheheldnoknowledgeofmysonbeinga

halfcommoneryetsheallowedaunion

betweenthemtohappenknowingthatshehas

beenmadeimpure. 



Ntsika:MyKings,wearetogetnowherewith

allofthis.Letouraimnoebetofindapeaceful

waytomoveforward. 

Bukhosi:Thereismoretothestory. 

Nobu:Whatelsecouldbethematter(Zinzilet

outaloudcry)

Bukhosi:Zinziwaspregnantwiththechildof

herlover.Shelostherunbornchildbutwesaid

nothingaboutit(everyone'smouthwidened

withshock)

Ndoni:Donottellmeyouareresponsiblefor

thelossofthechild,Bukhosi. 

Zinzi:He...hewa...hewasnotresponsible. 

Nobu:Youcamehereknowingthatyouare

pregnantwithanotherman'schildyetyouletus

takeyoutowedourson.Idonotevenknow

whattosay,Zinzi.Ihavelovedyouasmyown

child. 

Zinzi:Itoldhimthetruththedaybeforewewed



butBukhosididnotwishdisappointhisfather

soweagreedtokeepitquiet? 

Me:Youweregoingtotryandmakeusbelieve

thatyourbastardchildisaroyalchildof

Zwelihle?Doyounotknowthatweknowour

children?

Zinzi:Clearlytheancestorsdidnotwishforthe

childtolivesowhatIwasplanningisofnouse

butItoldBukhosiaboutmysecretbeforewe

wedandIthoughtofrunningawaybuthe

stoppedmeandpromisedtokeepthesecret. 

Nobu:ThisisthePrincessyoubraggedso

muchabout! 

Kumkani:Zinzi,Iamshamedtocallyoumine.

Imaginetheembarrassmentwearetoface

oncethepeopleofoursoilknowthatouronly

Princesshashadbedroomdealingswitha

commonerandcarriedhischild.Allofme

wishestodisownyourightnow! 

Zinzi:Iamsuredeservingofbeingdeadinyour



eyesfortheshamethishasbroughtyou. 

Ndoni:Whatdowedonow? 

Zinzi:Iamnothappyinthismarriage.Bukhosi

seesmenotashiswifebuttheonetobare

childrenforhisfamily. 

Bukhosi:Ihavekeptyoursecretsupuntilnow.

DoesthatnotshowyoujusthowmuchIcare

aboutyou? 

Zinzi:Ineedmorethanjustcare,Bukhosi.I

needtruelove.Youhavekeptthesecretfor

yourownselfishreasons.Haveyoutoldthem

thatyouonlydesiremaidenswhoareold

enoughtobeyourmother. 

Nobu:Isthistrue,Bukhosi?Thatwouldtrulybe

adisgrace..

Bukhosi:Ihavestoppeddoingit,mother. 

Me:Youaretospeakaboutdesiresonceyou

areinyourprivatechamber.Ithinkitisbest

thatthePrincessreturnstoherhomesoiluntil



wehaveasolutionforthis. 

Nobu:IagreewithmyKing.Justtoomany

secretshavebeenrevealed.Youneedtogo

withyourdaughteranddealwithherissueand

wearetodothesamewithourson.Oncewe

haveallcalmedwearetomeetonceagain. 

Kumkani:ThisisalljustsuchamessandIfear

itisnevertoberestored.

Me:Wearegoingtoworkhardtofixthis

becauseweareallstillinshockatthemoment. 

.

Zinzistoodtopackherbagsandthatofthe

children.Somuchhasbeenrevealedandit

feelsworsethanGoba'sattack.Theyleftusto

helptheirdaughter.Kumkaniisbreathingfire

andIfeelpityforhim.Istillhopethatwecan

restorethemarriagebetweenourchildrento

notbringshametoanyoftheKingdoms.We

satwithourchildren.



.

Nobu:Bukhosi,Iknowthatthisisagreatshock

toyoubutIwantyoutoknowthatIloveyou. 

Bukhosi:Ihavethoughtaboutthepossibilityof

thisbeingtrueandIthoughtthatImightbe

angrybutIamnot.Iamrelieved.(wealllooked

ateachother)

Me:Ofwhatreliefisfindingoutsuchnews? 

Bukhosi:Becauseithasfreedmefromthe

burdenofbeingKingsomeday.Ilovethis

KingdomandwishtoseeitprosperbutIdonot

wishtoleadit.Thepressureisjusttoogreat.

(wealllookedathimshocked)

Me:Haveyouforgivenus? 

Bukhosi:Mothermightnothavegivenbirthto

mebutshehasneverilltreatedmeandforthat

sheistoremainmymotherforallmydaysin

thislife(Nobustoodandembracedhim)

Nobu:Wedidwhatwethoughtisbestatthat



time,myson.Wedidnotthinkthatitiseverto

beknownbyallbutnowitis.Youmightnotbe

minebutyourareaPrinceofthissoil.Ifyou

werenotthentheancestorswouldnothave

givenyoutheroyalmarkingsofZwelihlenor

wouldtheyhavegivenyouaprotector. 

Bukhosi:Iholdknowledgeofthat,mother.Iam

hurtbutnotenoughtocausechaos.Igrewup

surroundedbyloveandkindnessandIamnot

goingtospitinyourfacesbybeingungrateful.

Permissiontoseetheladywhohascarriedme

inherwomb. 

Me:Youareagrownman.Youareableto

decideforyourself.

Bukhosi:Isitwellwithyou,mother? 

Nobu:Yes,justdonotrunawaywithher(he

laughedsoftly)

Bukhosi:Ishallnot,Igiveyoumypromise. 

Ntando:DoesthismeanthatIamtosucceed



father? 

Me:Yes,itdoesyoungprince.

Ntando:BukhosiIamsuretoneedyourhelp

withthis.Youholdgreatknowledge.

Bukhosi:Youaresuregoingtoleadthepeople

ofthissoilwell,Ntando. 

.

Heaskedfortheguardstolifthimupandtake

himtotheplaceofcaptivity.Idonotlikehim

meetingNomvulabutIcannotstopagrown

man.Heseemedtotakethisnewswell.Couldit

stillbethedenialspeaking?Isurehopethathe

trulymeanswhathesaysandthatheisnot

planningrevenge.Theguardscametotellme

thatGobahasfinallysetfootonthissoil.I

askedNtsikatocomewithmeandheagreed.

Wewentouttowhereheis. 

.

Goba:Ifyoukillmethenmygrandchildrenare



suretogrowupanddestroyyourland

someday. 

Me:IamgoingtokillyouandIamgoingto

ensurethatIlivelongenoughtoseetheir

attempttoavengeyou.Whyhaveyoucome

aftermyland,Goba? 

Goba'ason:Myfatherowesyounoexplanation.

DoyounotknowthatKingdomsareinvadedall

thetime? 

Ntsika:Wearenottoaskyouagain. 

Goba'sson:Godie(heshouted)

Ntsika:OrmaybeIshouldgiveyoualittletaste

ofwhatdeathmightfeellike. 

Goba:Youdarethreatenamanthatistiedup.

Untiehimandfighthimlikeaman(Ntsika

smiled)

Ntsika:Untietheman.Perhapsheistoproveto

bemoremanthanhisfather. 

.



Theguardsuntiedhimandhetookofthetop

clothinghewore.Hetriedtowaveapunchbut

Ntsikagavehimabeatingheissuretonever

forget.Bothhimandhisfatherwerebegging.

Ntsikastopped. 

.

Ntsika:LikeIhavejustsaid.Wearenotgoingto

askagain.

Goba:Thesnakeswhohaveplottedagainstyou

arethoseyoucallbrother.Dumaisclearly

eagertoseeyouandallthechildrenyouhave

diesohecantakeyourplaceontheseatof

power.DumbBongoisjusthislapdogand

agreestoeverything.Donotworry,youarenot

thefirsttohaveevilbrothers. 

Me:Havethemtakentotheexecutionhill.No

onedarestotryandkillmyfamilyandthe

peopleofmyKingdomandlivestotellaboutit.

Doyouknowhowmanyliveshavebeenlostin

yourattack?Didyoureallythinkyoucouldlead



myZwelihle? 

Goba:Ifitwasnotforthehelpofthisthingyou

callasoninlawI'dbesittingonyourthroneas

wespeak.Thankyourancestorsthathelpcame

intime,fool.IdonotfeardeathandIamgoing

tobeaveraged.Evenitisinmanyyearsto

comebutyouaregoingtohearofthename

Gobaagain. 

Me:Takethemawayandletthemfacethefull

punishmentforthecrimethattheyhave

committed.Iamnotgoingtodirtytheclawsof

mybeastwithworthlessmen.Zimbamakesure

theydoasordered(Zimbanoddedandthey

weretakenaway)

Ntsika:Whatarewetodowithyourbrothers? 

Me:Theeldersaretoknowatoncebuttheyare

tobecapturedandfacethesamepunishment.

Theyhavebetrayedthelandoftheirforefathers.

Acrimenottobetakenlightly.

Ntsika:MayKamvalesizweandhisfuture



brothersnotcarrythecurseourbrothershave.

Itonlyleadstoonething.

Me:Death(henodded)

.

Weleftfortheroyalgroundsatonceandsent

guardstothosetwofoolshouses.Dumaran

awaylikethecowardthatheisbutsoonfound

him.ItpainsmetolosemorebrothersbutIcan

nothavepeoplewhoplotagainstmeinmy

council.Whattheyhavedonehascausedmany

peopletomeetpainfulends.Peoplewhohave

nothingtodowiththefeudbetweenus.Idonot

blameBukhosiforbeingrelievedafterrealising

thatheisnottobefutureKing.Thistitleisboth

acurseandablessingbutmoreacurse

becausethereexistslimitedtrustinaroyal

family.

.

.



.

#Ndoni

Allthisnewshavebeentoomuch.Itseemsto

berainingsecretsintheZwelihleroyalhouse.I

rushedtoZinzi'schamberasshepacked. 

.

Zinzi:Idonotwishtohearwhatadisgraceofa

womanIam,Ndoni.Mymotherhastoldme

thatcountlesstimes.

Me:Iamnotcomingheretofight,Zinzi.Iam

justheretosaysorryforthelossofyourchild

longago.ItisapainIdonotevenwishonmy

worstenemy.Isthiswhyyouputupwith

Bukhosi'sscandals? 

Zinzi:AtfirstitwasthereasonbutthenItruly

fellforhim.Idowishtocomeback.

Me:Toamanthatmightneverloveyou? 

Zinzi:IsitnotwhatIdeservefortheshameI

havebroughttomyfamily?Icannolongertake.



Myfatherlooksatmeandheseesnothingbut

adisgrace. 

Me:IhavelostmyvirginitytoNtsikabeforewe

wedalso.Youarenotthefirstnorlastmaiden

todoit,Zinzi.Icannotjudgeyouforsomething

thatItoohavedone.ItwouldsuremeanIama

hypocrite.Allisgoingtobewell.

Zinzi:Itisnot,Ndoni(shebrokedownandcried)

.

Irantoembraceherasshecrumbledtothe

floor.MyowntearsjustfloodedoutbecauseI

trulydocareaboutZinzi.Idonotjudgeherand

IhopeBukhosiisgoingtoaskforhertoreturn

sotheycantry.SheaskedtobeleftaloneandI

didasshewished.IwenttogetKamvalesizwe

andheldhimuntilhefellasleep.TheQueen

cametome. 

.

Me:Iamtrulyexhausted.Weneedsomejoy



afterallofthis.

Mother:Fateistogiveittoussoonbutfornow

weneedtobepatient.

Me:Wearetoleaveforoursoilintwodays.

Ntsikahasdonehisdutiesallisnowuptothe

peopleofZwelihle. 

Mother:Yes,gohometosomepeaceandplan

Xhanti'sweddingsowecanallcelebrate.All

thatishappeningistheconcernofyourfather

andI.

Me:Promisetowritenotesontheprogress

oncewehavegone. 

Mother:Igiveyoumypromise,myblossom.

Takeyourprinceawayfromthistension.Heis

tooyoungforthis. 

Me:Hetrulyis(Ikisseshishead)

Mother:Youandyourhusbandhavehelpedus

somuch.Ourthanks,myQueen. 

Me:YouareourfamilyandIknowyouwere



goingtohelpifthishappenedtoUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.AtleasttheGobaissuehasbeen

dealtwith.

.

Wetalkedmoreanditisreallytimethatwe

leave.Ihavewitnessedtoomanydeathshere

andsecretscomingout.Myunclesarein

captivitybutIknowthefatethatawaitsthem

already.Iamnowgoingtofocusonarranginga

wedding.Somethingwecansurelycelebrate

andIseeknoothermaidenformyfatherinlaw

butNcumisa.Ifeellikesheischosen.Mother

stoodandleftandNtsikawalkedin. 

.

Me:Iaskthatweleavetomorrowortheday

after,myKing.Surelymotherandfathercan

dealwithallelse. 

Ntsika:Iwasthinkingtheexactsamething,my

Queen.Weneedrest. 



Me:DoyouthinkBukhosiistrulytoletgo

withoutafight?

Ntsika:Ihavenevertoldyouthisbuthehas

spokenaboutnotbeingkeentositonthe

throne.Iguessthishastrulygivenhiman

excusenottobutIdonotknowifheistohave

achangeofheartsoon.

Me:Ialsofelttruthinwhathespoke.Ithinkthat

whathedidtoprotectZinzi'shonourwas

amazing.Iknowhediditsohewouldnotseem

asungratefultofatherforlookingforabridefor

himbuthecouldhavechosentospeakupany

timebuthedidnot. 

Ntsika:IthinkBukhosilovesZinzievenifhe

doesnotrealiseit.Notmostmencoulddoas

hehas. 

Me:Letusletthemdealwiththeirownissues.

Iftheyneedhelptheyaresuretospeakup.You

andIaretotryandbringjoybyplanningfather's

wedding.(hesmiled)



Ntsika:Istillcannotbelievethatsheispure.

(helaughed)

Me:Stopmakingfunofyourfuturestepmother.

Ijusthopethatsheistrulyakindwoman. 

Ntsika:SodoI,myQueen.Nolying,evilwoman

istobetolerated.

Me:Thatistrue,myK... 

.

Igotcutoffbythebitterscreamofwhat

soundslikeawoman.NtsikaandIlookedat

eachother.EvenKamvaopenedhiseyesin

fright.Ntsikaquicklyranout.IpattedKamva's

backandheclosedhiseyesonceagain.Iput

himdownandrantothedirectionwherethe

chaosseemstobe.Ifeltlikemypaceistoo

slowbecauseIcouldnotreachthechamber

fastenough.Whatcouldbegoingon?Ihope

thatitisnotanothercrisesoranothersecret.

Havewenothadenoughofthat?Whathasthe

KingdomofZwelihledonetoremaininsuch



darkness?

[03/02,19:26]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-
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#Queen Ndoni

IranasfastasIpossiblycouldtowhereallthe

chaosisanditseemstobeoutsidetheroyal

house.KingKumkaniwasbeatingupsomeone

anditseemsthescreamingcamefromZinzi. 

.

Kumkani:Youdaredtohavebedroomdealings

withmydaughterandlethernurtureyourfilthy

seed. 

Zinzi:Father,Iaskthatyoustopthis.Iamjust

asguiltyasZola(shecriedout)

Father:Youarenotgoingtokillyourdaughter's



loveronmygrounds,Kumkani.(hestopped

Kumkani)

Zola:Iaskthatyouletmemarryher,myKing.I

stillloveZinzi. 

Kumkani:Youbloodytraitor.Youdareaskme

toblessyourfilthyunion. 

Zinzi:Iwishtomarryhim,father.Wearetogo

farandyouneverhavetoseeusagain.Justdo

notkillhim.Heistheonlymanwhohasshown

melove.IamnothappywithBukhosi(she

startedtocry)

Kholeka:Ifyougowiththiscommoneryouare

nolongermydaughter.Youaredeadtome

(shespatontheground)

Mother:Ifyouwishtorunofftoforeignland

thenyouaresurenottakingmygranddaughters

withyou.ThesearethechildrenofthesoilandI

amnotgoingtoallowyoutodeprivethemofa

decentlife. 



Zinzi:TheycanstayhereatZwelihle.Ijustcan

notstayherewhereIamnotappreciatednor

canIgohometofacetheshameIhavebrought.

Father,youcantellthepeopleofoursoilthatI

havedied.Thatissuretospareyoutheshame

youfearsomuch. 

Me:Areyoujustgoingtoleaveyourchildren,

Zinzi?.

Zinzi:Itisnotaneasydecisiontomake,Ndoni

butIhavenochoice.Ihaveeventhoughtof

endingmylifebutIdonotwanttomeetmyend

inthatmanner.Iwanttobehappyinloveonce

againasIwasbeforeIwedBukhosi.Zolaholds

myheartandIholdhis.. 

Kumkani:Youareadisgraceandnotworthyto

bedeemedaPrincess.Ifyouwerenotmychild

Iwouldhavestrangledyoutodead.Ifyouwish

togowiththisthingandliveapoorlifethengo.

Justneverreturntooursoilbecauseyouno

longerhaveparentsinus.Evenifourpaths



meetagainjustpretendthatyoudonotknow

us.Intheolddaysshamefulwomenlikeyou

wouldhavebeenstonedtodeathasthey

deserve.

Zinzi:IamgladthatInolongerhavetocallyou

fatherbecauseyourheartiscold.QueenNobu,

myapologiesforallIhavedone.Mythanksfor

teachingmeallthatyouknowandforlovingme

asadaughter.Idonotdeserveit.KingXolo,my

thanksforthinkingthatIwasgoodenoughto

bedeemedyourdaughterinlaw.Youhaveboth

beenkindtomeandIknowZolekaandMbali

aretogrowuploved.Iaskthatyounottell

themthatIabandonedthembutrathertellthem

thatIhavedied.Idonotwishforthemtothink

thattheywereunworthyofmylove.Ilovethem

butIcannotgoonlivingmylifelikethis.Iask

foryourblessingstoleave.(theybothkept

quiet)

Father:Itpainsustoseeyouleave,Princess.



Kumkani:SheisnolongeraPrincess.Sheis

nowacommoner.

Father:Ihadhopedthatwearetofixthismess

tosparebothfamiliesshamebutwecannot

keepyouhereagainstyourwill.Youareno

prisonerhere.Ifleavingiswhatyourhearttruly

wantsthenIgiveyoumyblessings. 

Mother:Itpainsmethatyourdaughtersareto

growupwithouttheirmotherbutliketheKing

hassaid.Wecannotforceyoutostaysoyou

maygoifyouwish. 

Zinzi:Mythanks,myKingandQueen.Youare

suretofindasuitabledaughterinlawsoonbut

Iamnotthechosenone. 

.

Herparentsleftwithoutevensayingfarewellto

theironlydaughterproperly.IdonotthinkI

couldeverdeemlittleKamvaasdeadwhilehe

isstillalivejustbecauseofamistakehemade.

EveryonebidfarewelltoZinzibutsheasked



thatBukhosinotbecalled.Istoodandwatched

assheandherinjuredmanputstuffintoa

carriage. 

.

Me:Idohopethatyoufindthehappinessthat

youseek,Zinzi. 

Zinzi:Doyounotseethewayhelooksatme

Ndoni?Itisalookofloveandrespect.OneIam

nevergoingtogetfromyourbrother. 

Me:Iamjustsadthatyouleaveyourchildren

behind.Mbaliisstillbreastfeeding.

Zinzi:ItpainsmetoobutIamnouseasa

motherifIammiserable.Whathappensifmy

miserybecomessoworsethatIendupkilling

myselfandthem?(myheartsank)

Me:Donotspeaklikethat.Youarenotcapable

ofsuch.Ifyouwishtoseeyourchildrenin

futureyoumustcome.Youmightbebanned

fromyoursoilbuttheKingandQueendidnot. 



Zinzi:Youarefartookind,NdonibutIaskthat

theygrowupthinkingthatIhavedied.Iam

nevertoreturnhereagain.Iloveyou,sister.You

haveneverilltreatedmeevenafteryouheard

mysecretyoudidnotjudge.Mayfatealways

smileonyou,Ndoni.Mayyourmarriageandthe

Kingdomthatyouleadprosper.Youwereborn

tobeQueenbutsomeofusarejustnotandI

nolongerwishtoforcemyselfintothinkingthat

Iam. 

Me:Iloveyou.Mayyourlifebefilledwiththe

happinessyouseek.

Zola:Mylady,wehavetoleaveatonce. 

Zinzi:Ofcourse,warrior.Farewell,Queen

Ndoniyamanzi.

Me:Farewell,dearPrincess. 

.

Weembracedeachotherwhiletearsflowed

downourcheeks.Shewenttothecarriageand



itstartedtomoveoutoftheroyalgroundsuntil

itwasoutofsight.IstoodandfeltmyKing's

strongyetgentleembracefrombehindandI

startedtocry.

.

Me:Somanybadandsadthingshave

happenedhere,myKing.Idonotwishtobe

herenolonger. 

Ntsika:Wearetoleaveatsunrisethen,my

Queen.Ithinkthattheworstisovernow.Letus

trytomoveforward.

Me:Bukhosiissuretoregretneverlovingher.

Nowsheisgoneandtheonlyreminderofher

arethosetwobeautifulkidswhohavetosuffer

becauseofthefoolishchoicestheadultsin

theirliveshavemade. 

Ntsika:Ifeelforthechildrenaswell.Iknow

whatitisliketobedeprivedoftheloveofa

mother.ThatiswhyIamsothankfultohave

youbethemotherofourchildren.Ourboyisso



happybecausehegetsallyourlove. 

Me:Itisbecausehegetsyourlovetoo.Ican

notwaitforoursecondtocome.Mybackisin

painandIfeeltired. 

Ntsika:Iamgoingtorubyourbackwhenweare

aloneinourprivatechamber. 

Me:IamgoingtopreparethenoteforNcumi's

familyandsenditatonce.Itstillhasalongway

togoandIwishtocelebrateforachange.(he

smiled)

Ntsika:Thiscelebrationistobringgreatjoybut

notasmuchjoyasourPrincessissuretobring

(webothsmiled)

Me:Ntsika,stopsayingitisaPrincess.Idonot

wishforyoutobedisappointedifitisaPrince. 

Ntsika:APrincewouldbeasmuchofa

blessingasaPrincessbutIcanjustfeelthat

wearetohaveagirl.Sheisgoingtohaveyour

beautifulskinandbeasbeautifulashermother.



(Ismiled)

Me:Whatarewetodoifwehavetwins?

Ntsika:Wekeepbothourchildren.Wedonot

wishtohaveanotherLahliweoutthere.Weare

alsogoingtoplacealawinourhouse.Whoever

hatestheirbrotherorsisteristobebanned

fromtheKingdom(Ilaughedbutheisserious)

Me:Areyouserious,myKing? 

Ntsika:Iamtiredofthishateandendless

conflictamongstroyalchildren,myQueen.So

yes,Iamveryserious.Youhateonyourbrother

andsisteryouaretogodoitfarawaynotinmy

house. 

Me:Iagreewithyou,mypillar.Weoughttotry

andraiseourchildreninharmony.Iloveyou. 

Ntsika:AndIyou.Nowletusgoinandpackour

attiresforourjourneyatsunrise. 

.

Wewalkedinandtoldeveryonethatweare



goingtoleavesoon.Theyshowedsadnessbut

understoodthatwecannotstay.Ntsikahelped

mewritealettertoNcumi'sfamilytoaskfor

herhandinmarriage.Theyhafbetternotgive

usproblemsorwearetohavetrouble.Isense

thattheyneverwishedtoseeherhappyand

thatistoendsoon.IdonotknowbutIhavea

goodfeelingaboutthismaiden.Herpresence

justfeltright.NtsikaandIwenttoourchamber

tothesleepingKamva.Hehadmetakemy

clothingoffandmassagedmylowerbackand

sides.MyKinghasmagicalhandsbecauseIfell

asleepduringallofit.Tomorrowwearetosend

thelettertoIntaba'endeandalsoleavetogo

homeafteralongtime.Icannotwaittojustsit

andnotfeelworriedaboutsomethingor

someone.

.

.

Bukhosi



Ihavebeenstandingoutsidethischamber

wheremy"mother"isheldin.Myhearthasbeen

toofearfultoenterbutIknewthatIhadto.I

tookadeepbreathandfinallywent.Sheisheld

inroyalcaptivitysothereislightandIcansee

herproperly.Shestoodwhenshesawme. 

.

Her:Myson(shesmiled)

Me:Donotcallmethat.IamthesonofQueen

Nobubele. 

Her:Sheisnottheonewhocarriedyouinher

womb.Ifeltalltheillnessthatcamewithbeing

pregnantwithyou.Ifeltallthemovingyou

madeandfelttheexcruciatingpainsoflabour.

Me:Whatisitthatyouseek?Whyhaveyou

comenow? 

Her:YourfatherbannedmefromtheKingdom.

Doyouknowwhatthepunishmentforgoing

againstabanwasbackthen?Icouldnotriskit. 



Me:Youcanstillgetapunishmentbecause

fatherneverliftedtheban. 

Her:Ijusthadtoseeyou.Youaremyonlychild.

Ihavewedbeforebutcouldnothavechildren.

Me:Ofwhatbusinessisthatofmine? 

Her:Doyounotsee,myson?ClearlyNobubele

hasbewitchedme. 

Me:DonotdareinsultthewomanthatIcall

motherwhenyoudonotevenknowher.She

hadcaredformewhenyoufailed. 

Her:YoumakeitsoundlikeIhadachoice. 

Me:Youhadachoice.Youcouldhaveagreedto

nevergivethemachildinthefirstplace.They

didnoinjusticetoyoubecauseyouknewwhat

youweregettingyourselfinto.Iaskagain.Why

areyouhere? 

Her:IknowthattheKingdomhasalotofgold.

Takemanyofitandletusrunaway.

Me:Areyouaskingmetostealfrommyown



father?Iamnotgoingtohelpyouwithyour

plan.IdonotwishtogowithyoubecauseI

haveamother. 

Her:Mybloodrunthroughyourveinsnot

Nobu's

Me:ThecurseofyourbloodIamgoingtocarry

forallmydaystocome.Yourbloodmightrun

throughmyveinsbutNobu'sloverunsthrough

myentirebeing.Iamtohaveyoupunishedfor

bringingpublicshametomymotherbutIam

notbecauseIpityyou.Iamgoingtoaskfather

toreleaseyouandyouarenevertosetfooton

thissoileveragain.IfyouthoughtIwouldgive

youmyloyaltyoverQueenNobuthenyou

thoughtwrong.Ifyoudareseekrevengeonmy

mother,kindnessiswhatIshallnotshowyou. 

Her:Youareaweakmanjustlikeyourfather.I

cursethedayIevergaveyoulife. 

Me:GoodbecauseIcurseittoo. 

Her:ArgdamnyouNobubele(sheshouted)



.

Ileftherandshewaskickingthewallin

frustration.Noonedarestoinsultmymother

likethat.Allthiswomanwasisachildbarerbut

sheisnotmymother.Iamnottoturnmyback

onmyown.Iwenttotheroyalhouseandfound

theQueensittingalone.Shestoodand

embracedme.Ohmydearmother! 

.

Mother:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Well,myQueen. 

Mother:Areyougoingtogowithher? 

Me:WhoistobeadvisortothefutureKingifI

leave.Ntandoyabantuneedsme.

Mother:Whyhaveyounevertoldusthatyoudo

notwishtosucceedyourfather? 

Me:Itwouldonlyhaveangeredfatherandthe

Councilwouldhavelabeledmeaweakmanora

coward. 



Mother:Ohmychild.Weapologisebutweare

justdoingasweweretaughtbythosebeforeus.

Wedidnotmeantomakeyoufeelpressure.

Me:Donotfear,Iunderstand.WhereisZinzi?I

wishtotellhersomething.(shelookeddown)

Mother:Itseemsthewarriorthatherheart

chosewasoneoftheprotectorsherfather

camewith.Zinzirealisedthatherheartstill

belongstohimandsheleftwithhim.(Istood)

Me:Donottellmemychildrenleftwithsome

strangerofaman. 

Mother:Thegirlsarehere.Sheleftthemunder

mycare. 

Me:Shemusttrulyhavefeltunhappyinour

unionforhertoleaveherchildren.Zinziloveour

daughterswithallshehasinher.Ifailedasa

husbandandnowmydaughtersaretogrowup

withouttheirmother.(myheartsank)

Mother:Arrangedmarriagesdonotalwaysend



upgood.Someareluckyandlearntoloveeach

otherbutsomehateeachothermoreandmore

asyearspass. 

Me:Butshelovedme,Mother.Ndoniwasright,

Iamafooltoneverforcemyheartmore.Ihad

toputinmoreeffort.

Mother:Itistoolatenow,Bukhosi. 

Me:Whydidyounottellmewhensheleft? 

Mother:Shewishedforyoutoonlyknowonce

shehasgone.Myapologiesbutwecanfindyou

anotherbride. 

Me:Iamgoingtotryandfindher.Byluckthe

horsesgottootiredtomoveforwardandthey

gotdelayed.

Mother:Youdonotevenknowthedirectionthat

theywent,Bukhosi. 

Me:Iamgoingtolookinalldirectionswiththe

helpoftheguards.(Istoodandran)

Mother:Bukhosi!(sheshouted)



.

Ididnotturnaroundtogivehermyattention

whenshecalledmyname.Zinzimustgiveme

anotherchance.Igotonmyhorseandhad

guardssearchtheotherdirections.Istopped

eachcarriageImetonthewaybutnoZinzi.I

rodeforhourswithnoluckanddecidedto

returntothemainlandbeforeIputmylifeat

risk.OnmywaybackIrealisedjusthowmuch

mybridelovedmebutIfailedtoseeit.Yes,she

camewithherownimperfectionsbutshewasa

kindbeautifulwomanandIwastoostupidto

realiseit.IscreamedinregretasIcametoa

realisation.IrealisedforthefirsttimethatIdo

notneedtolearntoloveZinzi.Ialreadyloveher

butnowIcannottellherthat.Ionlyrealisenow

theworthofwhatIhavelostnowthatitisno

longerinmylife.HowcouldIhavebeensucha

fool? 

.



.

.

#King Xolo

Isatinmychamberalonethinkingaboutmany

things.IdohopeBukhosiistotakeZinzi's

departurewell.Icannothavehimbe

emotionallyunstable.Isatandfeltawarmwind

ofpeacegothroughme.Thelasttimethat

happenedwaswhenShibastillcommunicated

withme. 

.

Voice:Xolo(Isatup)

Me:Shiba?Isthattrulyyou,guardian.Ihavenot

heardthesoundofyourvoicesince...since... 

Shiba:Sinceyouwentagainstmywarningsand

advice.Looknowwhereithasledyou.DidInot

warnyoutonothaveachildwithacommoner?

(shecutmeshortandIlookeddown)

Me:YouhaveguardianShibabutIwastoo



foolishtolisten. 

Shiba:Youhavedefiedmemanytimes,myKing

andithascausedmegreatanger.ThatiswhyI

havestoppedgivingyouthehonourofhearing

mespeak.IwassoangryatyouthatIeven

wantedtodestroythissoilmyselfbutIcould

notbecauseofyourdaughter.Iwantedherto

returnhometoacompletehomebecauseshe

deservedthatmuchaftergrowingupamongst

strangers.Yourotherchildrendonotevenknow

thesoundofmyvoicebecauseofyou.Theonly

reasonBukhosiwashonouredwithroyal

markingsitisbecauseyourQueenagreedto

yourplan.Iamgoingtogiveyouasecond

chance. 

Me:Iamnotworthyofit,guardian.Iwassoset

oncreatingmyowndestinythatIforgotthat

youknowbetterthanme.Ihavegivenyoumy

apologiesmanytimesandIamhappythatyou

haveforgivenme. 



Shiba:Youdarenotgoagainstmywisdomand

challengeitagainoryouaregoingtomakethis

landofyourssufferforyourwrongdoings.You

aretocleansetheroyalhouseandgrounds.

Haveallthecommonersdothesamewiththeir

house.Itistoliftthedarkcloudthathascome

overthisKingdom.Iamgivingyouonelast

chance. 

Me:AchanceIamnevertotakeforgranted

everagain.AmIgoingtoreceiveyourwarnings

andadviceonceagainlikebefore,Shiba? 

Shiba:Yes,youarebutyouaretolistenwhen

advised.Ndonilistensandthatiswhyyouknew

oftheattackbeforehand.Donotmakemethink

thatyourdaughterismorewisethanyou,Xolo.

Shelivestodaybecauseshehasalways

followedmywordsofwisdom.Youyoudecide

tobedeaftomywisdomthenyouaresurenot

tohavemanymoredaysonthisearth.Youare

goingtobethecauseofyourowndeathifyou

remaintoostubborntolistentoyourancestors.



Me:Iamnevergoingtodefymyancestors

anymore.Igiveyoumypromise.

.

Isuddenlyfeltpeaceallaroundmeforthefirst

timeinalongwhile.Couldallthishavebeen

Shiba'swaytomakemelisten?Ishouldhave

listenedwhenshetoldmethatImustwaitand

nothaveachildwithNomvula.HaveIangered

theancestorssomuchthattheywouldbe

willingtodestroytheirownland?Icannotrisk

havingtheburdenofknowingthatIamto

blameonmyshoulder.Iamgoingtodothe

cleansingbeforeNdoniandherfamilyleaves.I

amnotgoingagainstShiba'sadviceanymore.

HearinghervoiceisgoodbecauseIwasjusta

youngKingwithnochildrenthelasttimeIheard

hergentlevoice.Itseemstheancestorshave

forgivenmeandaretobringlighttoZwelihle

onceagain.Itbringjoytomyheart.

[03/02,19:26]Ron:MoreThanJustAServant-
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#Ndoni

Monthshavepassedandtodayismyfatherin

lawsweddingcelebration.Thebride'sfamily

washonouredwithdowryandallhastrulybeen

well.Alltheimportantpeoplehavehonoured

theinvitationtoseetheformerKingofUmhlaba

Ochumileyo.Isatandwatchedasmotheris

busypickingoutandattirefortoday. 

.

Me:Chooseanyoneofthem,myQueen.They

arealloftruebeauty.

Mother:Ishouldhavehadnewonesmadefor

mebutIlistenedtoyourfatherwhenhesaidI

havetoomanyspecialoccasionattiresalready.

(Ilaughed)



Me:Whywouldyoulistentofather?Heknows

nothingaboutclothingbecauseheisaman.

NtsikadoesnotevennoticewhenIamwearing

anewone.IfoundmyselfthinkingaboutZinzi

somuchtoday. 

Mother:Youmissher. 

Me:Weddingswereherfavouriteevents.She

wouldhavelovedtobehere.

Mother:Ifweknewwhereaboutsheis,we

wouldsendheraninvitation.

Me:Thatistrue.(thedooropen)

Zipho:MyQueen,youareneededintheother

chamber.

Mother:Ndoni,youcannotgoarounddoingall

elseasifyoudonothaveservants.Restmy

childIbegofyou.

Me:Theservantsaremostlybusypreparingthe

feastsandattendingtotheguests.Ihave

promisedfatheragoodweddingdayandIam



tokeepthatpromise.Pleasedoexcuseme. 

Mother:Donotbeamazedifyoucollapsedue

tolackofrest.(Ilaughedsoftly).

Me:WellfortunatelyformeIhaveawonderful

motherwhoistosurecareformeshouldit

happen(shesmiledandIkissedhercheek)

Mother:Youtwoaretogetreadyassoonas

youfinishdoingwhatyouareabouttobebusy

with. 

Zipho:Wearesuregoingtodothat,myQueen.

.

IheldZipho'shandandrushedoutwithher

beforemothercanaskmorequestions.Ido

hopethatshecomeswiththenewsIhopeto

hear.Westoodinaprivatecornersowecan

speak. 

.

Me:Isshehere? 



Zipho:Yes,ourtruebridehassetfootonthis

soiltogetherwithherfamily.(Ibreathedasigh

ofrelief)

Me:Nowletusgoandconfrontthosefoolswho

thinkitiswisetomakeafooloutofus. 

.

Welaughedandleftfortheguestquarterson

theotherfarsideoftheroyalgrounds.Myfeet

aretrulyhurtingbutIcannotrestuntilIhave

sortedallout.Isteppedintothechamber

chosenforthebrideandfamilytogetreadyand

entered.The"bride"satwithabeadedveilover

herface. 

.

Nopopi:GreetingsQueenNdoni.Youknowthat

youarenotallowedtobehere. 

Me:Thisisapartofmyhouse.Icanbe

whereverIwishtobe. 

Nopopi:Iholdknowledgeofthatbutweareto



meetwhenthetwofamiliescometogetherin

songnotnow. 

Me:Didyoureallythinkthatyoucanfoolme?

DoIlooklikeafooltoyou?

Nopopi:Iwouldnotdareimplythat,myQueen.I

holdnoknowledgeofwhatyouspeakof. 

Me:Revealthebridetome. 

Nopopi:ItisnotthewayofIntaba'ende. 

Me:AreyouinIntaba'endeorareyouonmy

soil? 

Nopopi:Iamonyoursoil,myQueenbutthe

brideisfromIntaba'ende.Arewenotsuppose

toberespectfulofeachother'swaysofdoing

things.(ZiphoandIlaughed)

Me:Isaidtakeoftheveilofthebridesfaceand

revealhertome.(Ishoutedandshejumpedin

fright)

Nopopi:Asyouwish.



.

Shewenttothebrideandwithshakinghands

tookoffthebeadedveilcoveringthebride.Just

aswesuspecteditisnottheNcumisathatI

know.Icannotbelievethesepeople.

.

Me:Whoisthat?(shelookeddown)

Nopopi:Itismysister,myQueen. 

Me:DidIaskforyoursister? 

Nopopi:SheisabetteroptionthenNcumisa.

SheisofroyaltyandNcumiisjustaservant.

Me:Youaretohaveshame.Youcallyourselfa

Queenbutyousinksolow.Ncumimightnotbe

bloodrelatedtoyourhusbandbutsheisstillhis

sister.Youhavebeenilltreatingherforsucha

longtimeandnowthatsheistofinallyfindjoy

youtakethatawayfromher.Haveyouno

shame? 

Nopopi:Icanno... 



Me:Yourfatherinlawneverevenhonoured

Ncumi'smotherbygivingherfamilydowry.In

theAfricancultureitmeanshehadnorightto

callherwifenordidhehaveanyrighttocall

Ncumidaughter.Youandyourpeopleareto

takeallthegiftsmyfamilytooktoyourfamily

aspartofthedowrytoNcumi'smother'sfamily.

Areweclear? 

Nopopi:Areyoutoruinyourfatherinlawsday

justbecauseofNcumisa?Sheistoofaraway

towedhimbutwehaveabridereadyforhim. 

Me:Idonotwantthebrideyouchose.Iwant

thebridethatIchose.Iwassurprisedwhenmy

husbandcamebackfromyoursoiland

describedamaidenthatdidnotsoundlikethe

NcumithatIknow.Ncumihasoncementioned

thatyouarenotkindtohersoIknewyouwould

plotagainsthersoshemaynotwed.Youand

yourpeoplearedisgustinghumanbeings. 

Nopopi:Myapologiesfortryingtofoolyour



people,myQueen.Ifwewaitabitlongerwecan

bringNcumiinafewdaysjustdonotaskusto

returnthegifts.Theyaregoingtohelpus

plenty. 

Me:Donotdaretestme!Takeallthegiftsthat

youhavereceivedtoNcumi'sauntoryouare

suretopayadearprice.Mycheetah'syoung

oneshavenothadtheirownfirsthuntbefore.I

shouldguessthatmeanstheirteethandclaws

aremuchsharperthantherest.Donotforce

metomakeyoutheirfirstkill(Ipointedather)

Nopopi:Wearetotakeeverythingbackto

Ncumi'smaternalfamilyasyouwish,myQueen

butyoumusthonourusforallthatwehave

doneforNcumi. 

Me:Ihavealreadyhonouredhermaternalaunt

withgifts.Youexpectmetohonouryouforill

treatingher?Areyoumad?.Thereisgoingto

beacelebrationheretodayandIwishforyouto

stayandwatchasNcumifinallyfinds



happiness.Ifyoudaretrytoruinthingsyouare

toknowmewellandtrustmeyoudonotwish

to. 

.

Ileftthemtherestandinglikeabunchof

statues.ShedarescomestomyKingdomand

trytofoolme?Whyaresomewomensoevil?I

wenttothechamberwhereNcumiisand

knocked.TheygavepermissiontoenterandI

did.AllbowedandIgavepermissiontorise. 

.

Me:Greetingstoall. 

Ncumi:Greetings,myQueen.Howareyou? 

Me:Iamnottheonegettingmarried,mylady.I

amtoaskyouthatquestion.(shesmiled)

Ncumi:Istillcannotbelievethatitistrulyme

whoisabouttowed.Mythanksfordeeming

meworthytowedtheformerKing. 

Me:IjustcannotbelievethatNopopihastried



togiveusabridethatwehavenotchosen.Did

shereallythinkthatIwasgoingtokeepquiet

andwatchherstrangerwedmyfather? 

Ncumi:Thosepeoplehavebeenilltreatingme

forsolongandIamjusthappythatItooamto

betreatedlikeahumanbeingandnotjusta

thing. 

Me:TheformerKingcannotwaittoseeyou,

mylady.SoonIamtocallyoumother(she

laughedsoftly)

Ncumi:Atruehonourthatisgoingtobe.

Me:Letmegoandgetready.Iamtoseeyouat

thecelebration.Ihavedealtwithyoursisterin

law.Donotworryabouther.Justenjoyyourday

andfearnothing.FormerKingXhantiistrulya

kindman. 

Ncumi:Icannotwaittomeethim.(Ismiled)

Me:Iamjusthappythatyouhavemadeitin

time.



.

Ileftthemandwenttotheroyalhousetoget

myselfreadyforthecelebration.Iwenttoseeif

Kamvaisstillwellandfoundhimpeacefully

playingwithotherchildren.Iwenttomy

chamberandstartedtochangewhenNtsika

walkedin.Ilookedathimandsmiled. 

.

Ntsika:Youaregoingtobethemostbeautiful

womanatthatwedding.(Iblushed)

Me:EvenifIamasbigasanelephant?

Ntsika:Donotsaythat,myQueen.Ilove

watchingyourbodychangetoaccommodate

ourchild. 

Me:Iwishforthechildtocomenow.Mybody

feelssotired. 

Ntsika:Myapologies,ifIcouldhelpcarrythe

babyIwouldhave(Ilaughed).

Me:Thatwouldhavebeenthestrangestthing



ever.Howisfatherfeeling? 

Ntsika:Hesaidhehasdonethistoomany

timestofeelnervesbutIknowthatheisafraid. 

Me:IwouldtooifIonlygotachancetomeet

mygroomonourweddingday.Canyoubelieve

whatNopopidid?.Ntsika:Iamlistening,my

Queen.

Me:Doyourememberwhenyoucamefromthe

dowrynegationsandyoudescribedNcumito

fatherbutItoldyouitdoesnotsoundlikethe

NcumiIknow? 

Ntsika:Iremember.

Me:Ittrulywasnother,myKing.Theywanted

togiveusabrideoftheirchoiceandnotthe

onewechose.Theyhaveevencomewiththe

strangersoshecangetmarriedtofather. 

Ntsika:ButtheytoldusthatitNcumisa.Areyou

tellingmethatourtruebrideisstillonfarsoil?

(hestartedtopanic)



Me:Calm,mypillar.Ifigureditoutintimeand

sentformessengerstofetchthetrueNcumisa

justintime.Shehassetfootonoursoilwith

herauntandsheisgettingreadytobewedto

yourfather(hebreathedasighofrelief)

Ntsika:Iamtrulyimpressedwithyou,myQueen.

Fatheristothankyoualotforallthatyouhave

done. 

Me:Ionlywishtoseehimhappy. 

Ntsika:Heisgoingtobesoon,myheartbutyou

aretomakeapromisetomerightnow. 

Me:IcannotgiveyouoneifIdonotknowwhat

Iampromising(Ilaughedsoftly)

Ntsika:Promisemethatyouaretorestassoon

asthecelebrationisover.Youhavebeenbusy

allthistimeandIcannolongertakeit. 

Me:Iamgoingtorest,Igiveyoumypromise. 

Ntsika:IfnotthenIamgoingtobeforcedto

tiesyoutothebed,myQueen.(Ilaughed)



Me:Iamnotgoingtoriskbeingforcedtorest

soIamgoingtodoitwillingly.

Ntsika:Letusgetdressedsowecanfinallyget

fatherhiswife. 

Me:PleasegogetthePrincebeforeyouget

busy,myKing.Hewasplayingwiththeother

childrenbuthemustcomesoIcandresshim. 

Ntsika:Hopefullyheisnotcoveredinsoilor

mudwhereverheis.Youknowhow

Kamvalesizweis(helaughed)

.

NtsikalefttogogetKamvaandIhopethathe

isnotdirtybecauseIhavebathedhimalready.I

finishedgettingreadyandIlookdecentevenifI

feellikeapregnantelephant.Ntsikawalkedin

withKamvaandhewasgreyduetoallthedirt.I

hadtowipehisbodyonceagain.HowamIto

copewithtwochildren?NtsikagotdressedasI

gotoursonready.Ilookedatmyhandsome

KingwhenhefinishedandIfoundmyselffalling



inlovewithhimevenmore.Weallgotready

andwetrulylookedgood. 

.

.

.

#Xhanti

IcannotbelievethatIamfinallygoingtowed

again.Ihaveagoodfeelingaboutthisonefor

somereasonbecausesheischosenbymy

daughterandItrusther.Thesongsof

celebrationalreadystartedanditwasfollowed

bythebeautifulbeatsofdrums.Thatwaswhen

Iknewthatitistrulymyday.Igotdressedfully

andXolojoinedme. 

.

Xolo:Stillnotfeelinganynervesevenwhenyou

areabouttowedastranger?(Ilaughed)

Me:Jongiwasnostrangerandlookwherewe

endedup.Maybemeetingmybrideforthefirst



timetodayisnotsuchabadthing.

Xolo:Butyouhavetoadmitthatitisstrange.

Theyweresupposetosendherhereafterthe

dowrynegationssoyoubothcangettoknow

eachother.

Me:Itishowtheydoitinherfamily.Iknow

betterthantodisrespectthewaysofanother

Kingdom. 

Xolo:Ihopethefatehasfavoredyouinlovethis

time,oldfriend. 

Me:Wehopeforthesame,oldfriend.Howare

thingsinZwelihle? 

Xolo:Ohmylandisgainingstrengtheachday.

Thecleansinghasdonealotofgood.Soonwe

aretogetourvegetableandfruitstraderoutes

tofullstrengthonceagain. 

Me:Thatistrulythebestnewsever.Iwas

afraidwhenIheardyouwerebeingattacked.

Xolo:Ntsikahasputastoptoitbeforemuch



damagewasdone.Ihaveneverthankedyoufor

raisingsuchagoodsonbecauseifitwasnot

foryourteachingmydaughterwouldnothave

suchastrong,smarthusband.

Me:IamtothankyouandNobuforblessingus

withadaughtersuchasNdoni.Sheisthelight

thatkeepsthisKingdomwarm.Allspeakabout

herkindness.

Xolo:Unfortunatelywearenottotakecreditfor

that.Shewasraisedbystrangers. 

Me:Sheiskindbecauseshewasbornto

kindness.Howareyoursons?

Xolo:Well,itseemsBukhositrulyneverwished

tobeKing.Canyouimaginethedisasterif

Ntandowasbornagirl?Iwouldhavenooneto

succeedme. 

Me:Thatwouldtrulyhavebeenadisasterbut

youhaveanheirsofearnot.Ihavelosttwo

sons.



Xolo:Areyouplanningonhavingmore?(I

laughedloudly)

Me:Whywouldanoldmansuchasmyselfwish

forbabies? 

Xolo:Yourbridehasneverhadchildren,Xhanti.

Doyounotthinkshewishestoknowwhatit

mightbelike? 

Me:IhopeNdonitoldhertonothavesucha

wishbutiftheancestorsagreethanwhoamI

notto. 

Xolo:Andtrustme,youwishnottoangerthe

ancestors.IhaveandmyKingdomalmostpaid

thepriceformystubbornness. 

Me:Welearnfromourmistakes,oldfriend.Do

notputtoomuchburdenonyourself. 

Xolo:ThereisablackpeppertradedealIwish

tospeaktoyouandNtsikaabout.Doremind

meafterthecelebration.

Me:YouaretospeaktotheKing,myKing.Iam



goingtobebusyafterthecelebration.(weboth

laughed)

Xolo:Spokenlikeatrueman.InthatcaseIam

notgoingtobotheryou,brother(weshook

hands)

Me:Letusgobeforethewomencomeanddrag

usout. 

.

Westoodandwentouttomeetthepeople.The

singingisnowintenseandweallknewitistime.

Theyoungmaidenssangformeaswewentto

meetthefamilyofthebride.NtsikaandXolo

walkednexttomeandnowthenervesstarted

tocreepintomybody.Icouldseethebride's

peopleapproachinsongandmyheartstarted

tobeatfaster.Ifeellikeayoungmanonce

again.Wesanguntilthetwogroupsmet.

Becausewearenotjoinedyetwesangdifferent

songs.TheelderofUmhlabaOchumileyoraised

hishandtosignalforsilenceandallwentquiet. 



.

Elder:Greetingstoallwhohavecometo

celebratewithus.Mythankstoeveryonewho

hadjoinedusheretodaytowitnesstheformer

KingofUmhlabaOchumileyowedonceagain.

Weallholdknowledgeofhowthing'saretobe

doneaccordingtoculture.KingXhanti,youare

togiveyoubrideacalabashthatyouhave

chosenandpresentittohertoshowherthat

youchoosehertobethenurturerinyourhouse

andifsheacceptssheistogiveyouanew

sharpspeartoindicatethatsheacceptsyouas

husbandandprotectorofthehousehold. 

.

Accordingtoculturethemanistogiveamanly

dancetoimpressthemaidenandIstoodand

dancedlikeIamayoungmantryingtoimpress

ayoungmaiden.Idancedandhandedherthe

calabash.Sheaccepteditandmyheartjumped

withjoy.Shestartedtodanceasperher



people'swaysandpresentedmewithaspear

andshield.Ihavedonethisbeforebutnever

haveIfeltthishonoured.Theeldersofboth

familiesstartedtoinitiatetheceremonythatis

todeclareushusbandandwifeasperAfrican

culture.Theyfinallyfinishedandtheytookof

herbeadedveil.Shewaslookingdown. 

.

Me:Iaskthatyoupleaselookatmemylady.

YouaremywifenowandIwishtoseeyour

faceproperly.

Her:Asyouwish. 

.

SheliftedherfaceslowlyandIfeltmyheartbe

takenatthesametime.Icouldnothelpbut

danceincelebrationofthebeautifulwoman

beforemeandshelookeddownandblushedas

Ipraisedher.Beautifulistheladymyancestors

ledmydaughterto.Theyoungmaidenssang

onceagainandwemadeourwaytotheroyal



housetocelebratetheunion.Ndoniandmy

familytookherawaytodressherintheattireof

UmhlabaOchumikeyo.Shecamebacklooking

likethetruebrideofthissoilthatsheis.The

eldersspoketotheguestsandIthoughtto

speaktomybride.

.

Me:Itissuchabeautifulpleasuretofinally

meetyou,mylady.Mythanksfornotturning

downmyproposal(shesmiled).

Ncumi:WhoamItoturndownsuchabeautiful

honour?

Me:Idohopethatyouareherebyyourownwill

andarenotforced.

Ncumi:IamherebecauseIwanttobe,donot

fear.IdohopethatIamtobethebridethatyou

haveyearnedforsolong.Ipromisetogiveyou

thehonourandrespectthatamansuchas

yourselfdeserve.(Ismiledindelight)



Me:Youareoftruebeauty,Ncumi(sheblushed

andlookeddown)

Ncumi:Noonehadeverutteredsuchwordsof

beautytome.Mythanksforthat.Youarea

handsomemantoo,dearKing. 

Me:CallmeXhanti.Itisonlyfittingthatyoucall

mebyname.Youhavecapturedmyheart

already. 

Ncumi:MinewascapturedwhiletheQueen

describedthetypeofmanthatyouaretome

(shelaughedsoftly)

Me:Ihopeshehasnotmademesoundlike

perfectionbecauseIamfarfromthat. 

Ncumi:Iwishnotforaperfectman.AllIwishis

tobelovedandrespectedasIam.Ihavenot

hadsuchinmylife. 

Me:Iamtolove,honourandrespectyou,my

lady.IgiveyoumypromisebutIaskthatyoudo

thesamebecauseIhavealsonothadluckwith



findingsuch. 

Ncumi:Ialsogiveyoumypromisetolove,

honourandrespectyou. 

Me:Youmakemefeellikeayoungmanonce

again.(webothlaughed)

Ncumi:Itislikethatwhentheheartishappy

becauseIfeelthesameway.

.

Wecontinuedtospeakasourguestspeakers

spoke.Ithoughtthatmyhearthadchosen

JongibutnothingistodescribehowIfeel

aboutNcumi.Herenergyfeelssopureand

goodandIcannotfindwordstouseto

describewhatshemakesmefeel.Itseemsmy

lady'sheartcaresaboutmetoo.The

celebrationwentonandonandtherewasalot

offoodanddrinks.Isawmydeardaughter

sittingandlookingtiredandIwalkedtoher.She

wasabouttostandbutIstoppedher. 



.

Me:Youaretorestnow,myQueen.Itseems

mygrandchildisgoingtocomesoon. 

Ndoni:Notsoonenough,father.Iamsohappy

thatallwentwell.DoyoulikeNcumi? 

Me:Idonotlikeher. 

Ndoni:Oh(shelookeddown)

Me:Iabsolutelyloveher(shesmiledinrelief)

Ndoni:Father,youalmostmademethinkthatI

havefailedyou.Iamhappytoseeyouhappy

onceagain.Iknowthatyoutwoaretogetto

knoweachotherfirstbutIhaveagreatfeeling

abouther. 

Me:Ihaveonlyspokenafewwordswithherbut

shefeelsfamiliartomysoul.Iwishtogiveyou

mythanksforbringingherintomylife.Itruly

appreciateit.

Ndoni:Nothinggivesmemorepleasurethen

seeingmyfamilyhappy.Youneednotthankme,



fatherbutIamgladthatyouhavefoundthe

happinessyouhavebeenseeking.Iknowthat

lifehasnotbeeneasyforyouinthesepast

yearsbutIfeelachangenow(Ismiled)

Ntsika:Whatareyoutwowhisperingabout?

(welaughed)

Me:Youaretoneverletgoofthisgemyou

havefound,Ntsika.OurKingdomisblessedto

haveNdoniyamanzileaditandweareblessed

tohaveherinourlives. 

Ntsika:Iwouldbeafooltoletgoofher,father.

Blessedismyhearttobelongtothislady.

(Ndoniblushed)

Ndoni:Allthispraiseisgoingtomakemydark

skinturnredduetotheblushing(welaughed)

Ntsika:Congratulations onyourwedding,father.

Ihavejustspokentoyourladyandshetruly

seemstobekind.Idonotwishtoseeyouhurt

againandIhaveafeelingthatsheisgoingto

keepyourheartsafe. 



Me:Mythanks,son.Ihaveagoodfeelingabout

thistoo. 

.

Iwentbacktomybrideandthecelebration

continued.Wewerelaughingsomuchoneisto

believethatwearegreatfriendsfromyears

back.Hoursandhourswentbyandthe

celebrationweresooncomingtoanendbutnot

quite.NcumiandIdecidedtogotoourprivate

chamber.Wewalkedtoitandentered.Icould

nothelpfeelinglikesheisnervous.

.

Me:Hassomethingfrightenedyou,Ncumi?

(shelookedatme)

Ncumi:Thenervesjustrefusetoleavemy

body. 

Me:Whyareyounervouswhenitisjustyouand

I?

Ncumi:Itisourweddingnightandweboth



knowwhatistobeexpected.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Youneedtobeafraid.Idonothaveany

expectations.Wecansitandtalkuntiladayyou

feelcomfortable.

Ncumi:Iwishnottowaitanylonger.Iwantto

beonewithyouinflesh.Ihaveneverbeenwith

amanandnowthatIamwedIwishtoknow

whatitislike...that'sifyouwanttoofcourse. 

Me:Areyoutrulyuntouched? 

Ncumi:Yes,isthattobeaproblem?

Me:No,itisjustunusualinourage.Youtruly

aresomethingspecial.(shesmiled)

Ncumi:Mythanks. 

.

Iwalkedtoherandfirstembracesher.Imight

notbeayounggroombutthefeelofherwarm

bodyagainstmineasweembracedmademy

bodyreact.Ikissedmynewwifeandevenher

kissingwasthatofanamateurbutshecaught



onquickly.Sheisnervousbutsheneedsnotbe.

Wedidalluntilwewerefinallyoneinflesh.I

thinkbeingintimatenowfeelsmuchgreater

thanalltheothertimes.Theproofofher

innocencewasonoursheetandIstillcouldnot

believeit.Ncumiisacombinationofawise

womanwhohasacertaininnocencetoher.

Trulytheladymakesmyheartfeelyoung.We

laidineachothersarmsandIcannotwaitto

findoutmoreaboutherandlearnmoreofthe

typeofpersonsheis.Itistruethattheysay

abouttheheartknowingnoage. 

.

.

.

#Bukhosi

Allthisweddingcelebrationhasmadememiss

Zinzi.IrememberhowmiserableIwasonour

weddingday.Ididnotwishtomarryherbut

nowImissher.Isatwiththefewgueststhat



didnotwishtoretiretotheirchamberwhen

Ndonicamein. 

.

Ndoni:Ihaveagiftforyou.

Me:Isitsomethingthatisgoingtomakeme

feellikelessofthefoolthatIam?

Ndoni:Iamnotgoingtofeelsorryforyoufor

whatyoufeelbecauseitisyourownfault.This

giftthatIamgoingtogiveyouispreciousand

youbettertakegoodcareofit. 

Bukhosi:Iamnotabouttothrowawayagiftmy

ownsistergaveme.Whereisit? 

Ndoni:Outside,sogooutwiththeroyalstaff

memberhereandheistoshowittoyou.

Bukhosi:Ihaveafeelingthatyouarenottotake

noforananswersookay.Mythanksforthe

gift. 

Ndoni:Youdonotevenknowwhatitis(she

laughed)



Me:Letmegoandfindout. 

Ndoni:Bukhosi,rememberyouaretocareforit

asyouwouldcareforyourself.Givemeyour

promise.

Me:Igiveyoumypromise(webothsmiled)

.

Iwalkedoutwiththemaleservantandheled

meouttowhereNdoni'sgiftis.Westoodin

frontofacarriage.Didshegetmeacarriage?

Butwhywhenwehaveplenty.WhileIstoodin

confusionaladywalkedoutandIrealisedthat

itisZinzi.IdidnotknowifIamtoruntoheror

notbutshewalkedtowardsme. 

.

Zinzi:Greetings(shesaidsoftly)

Me:Greetings,dearPrincess.Youarethelast

personIhaveexpectedtosee. 

Zinzi:WhenIleftItoldNdoniwhichKingdomI

plantosettleinanditseemsshekeptitinmind.



ShehadpeoplesearchallofIgugu,theyfound

meandwenttotellher.Shesentmeanote

tellingmethatyoufilledwithregretaboutnot

beingatruehusbandtomeandtoldmethe

girlscryformeeverynight.Shetoldmewhen

theweddingistobeandIthoughtitisbestthat

IcomehereinsteadofZwelihlebecauseyou

wouldbehere.(shestartedtocry)

Me:Theydo,mylady.EspeciallyZoleka

becausesheisoldenoughtoknowthatyouare

notthere.NdoniisrightIdohaveregretfornot

honouringyou.Ihavebeenafoolandittook

losingyoutorealiseit.Myapologies,Zinzi.I

askthatyoureturnhometomeandour

daughters.Noonethereholdsanyhatetowards

you. 

Zinzi:Ihavenothadanybedroomdealingswith

Zola.Igiveyoumypromise.Wewouldtrybut

hismanhoodwouldnotreact.Hegotfrustrated

andIwokeupwithhimgoneandIhavebeen

tooafraidtoreturntoZwelihle.Irealisedthat



theancestorsstillseeusasmarriedsobeing

withanothermaniswrongandthatwasaway

toshowittome.Iwishtocomebackto

Zwelihleifyouallow.Imissmychildrenso

muchithurts. 

Me:Iloveyou(hereyeswidened)

Zinzi:Youmeanthat,Bukhosi? 

Me:Itrulydo.(shestartedtocry)

Zinzi:AndIloveyou.Letustrytorestoreour

family.Weoweittoourdaughtersand

ourselves.NomoreNcedioranyothermaiden

Bukhosi. 

Me:IhavenotbeenwithNcedisinceNdoni

caughtus.ItseemsIlikedonlythethrillof

havingasecretbutnothingmore.Iamgoingto

beabetterhusbandtoyou. 

Zinzi:Iamgoingtobeabetterwifetoo.We

havemuchtospeakaboutbutIbelievewecan

makeitwork. 



.

Igrabbedherandkissedher.Ihavekissedher

beforebutneverlikethis.ItseemsthatIhave

deprivingherofalot.Wewalkedinandfound

Ndoniwaitingforus.Wewenttoherand

thankedhermanytimesoverandallshesaid

wassheonlywantstoseethoseshelovehappy.

Zinziaskedtoseethechildrenbuttheyare

alreadyasleepsoshejustkissedthemsoftly

whilecryingtearsofjoy.WewenttotheKing

andQueenbuttheysaidtheyknewshe'dbe

backbecausesheisalwaystobeabrideof

Zwelihle.Wewenttoretireforthedayinthe

chamberIamsleepinginforthedurationofmy

stayatUmhlabaOchumileyo.ZinziandIkissed

anditledtogreaterpassion.Passionthatwe

neversharedbeforeandImadelovetoherfor

theveryfirsttimeandIcannotbelievethatI

havebeenmissing.Iheldhertightlyalmostas

ifIfearthatsheistogoonceagain.Iamsure

nevergoingtotakethissecondchancefor



granted.MysisterissuchagiftherselfandI

amgratefultohaveherinmylife.
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#Ndoni

Dayshavepassedandthewedding

celebrationshavefinallycometoanend.Iam

nowtrulyexhaustedandonlywishtolieonmy

sideuntilthebabydecidestocome.Therain

startedtofallsoftlycoolingtheair.Therain

causedthesoiltogiveapleasantscentandI

immediatelycravedit.Istoodandwentoutto

getsomeandittastedasgoodasitsmells.

Ncumisawalkedoutwithasmile.

.

Ncumi:Thatbabyissuretocomeoutfilledwith



mud(Ilaughed)

Me:TherainmadethesoilsmellsogoodthatI

couldnotresist.Howhaveyoubeen?(she

smiled)

Ncumi:SohappythatIfearitisalljustadream

andIamgoingtobeexpectedtowakeup

soon. 

Me:Fatherseemstobeathismosthappiest

too.Itisallreal,donotworry.Youarebraver

thanme.IdonotthinkIwouldagreeto

marryingamanIonlymetonourweddingday

(shesmiled)

Ncumi:Iwasalsoafraidbutmymothershowed

herselftomeinherdreamandshelooked

happysoIknewallissurelytobewell.Anything

issuretobeanimprovementfromthelifeI

livedwithmybrotherandhiswife. 

Me:Whydidyourmother'sfamilyallowthe

formerKingtowedyourmotherwithoutabride

price?



Ncumi:Theyabductedherwhileshewas

fetchingwaterintheriver.Iwasonherbackso

theyhadtotakemewith.Iamjustthankfulthat

theyneverkilledmeasaninfantbecausethe

lateKingwasacruelmanandthatiswhymy

Mother'sfamilyfeareddemandingdowryfrom

him.

Me:Ohbutthatissosad.Yourmothermust

havebeentrulyunhappy.

Ncumi:Shewasbutweatleastateeveryday

there.Herfamilywasverypoorsoaspainfulas

thelifewasshebareditbecauseitcamewith

materialisticbenefits.ShediedwhenIwasjust

abouttoreachmaturityandlifestartedto

becomeunbearableforme.

Me:Myapologiesforallyouhavesuffered.No

childdeservessuchalife.Igrewupinan

orphanagebutIatleastwasnotilltreated. 

Ncumi:Somepeopleareoftruekindnessout

there.Suchasallthepeopleinyourfamily.No



onehasbeenilltreatingme 

Me:Weonlyturnonthosewhoturnonus. 

Mother:Ndoniyamanzi,stopeatingdirt.(she

saidinasternvoiceassheapproached)

Me:ItisnotbecauseIwanttobutIjustcannot

helpit.Icraveforit. 

Mother:Youdonotevenknowwhatsteppedon

thatsoil.Pleasethrowitaway(Isulkedand

emptiedmyhands)

Me:Youhavenotevengreetedproperlybutyou

arealreadyshouting.(welaughed)

Mother:Myapologies,greetingstoyouboth.

(shesmiled)

Ncumi:Greetings,myQueen. 

Mother:Ncumi,howismarriedlifetreatingyou

sofar?(Ncumiblushedandlookeddown)

Ncumi:Itisallmythatmyimaginationallowed

metobelieveandmore,myQueen.Iamtruly



happy. 

Mother:IhopethatXhanticatersforyour

privateneedsgood(shewinked)

Me:QueenNobu,no.(Ipulledashockedface

andtheylaughed)

Ncumi:HedoesandIloveallthatcomeswith

marriage. 

Mother:Itgetsmuchbetterwithage,Itellyou. 

Me:Iamnotabouttositandlistentomy

mothersspeakaboutsuch.Doexcuseme

please. 

Mother:Ohcomeon,myblossom.Weareall

adultshere.Youknowthatwespeakof

becauseyoushowtheproof(shepointedatmy

bellyandwelaughed)

Me:Temporaryfarewelltoyouboth.

.

TheylaughedandIleftthemtospeakaboutold



agebedroomdealings.Theyreallyarenotthat

oldbutIdonotwishtohearsuchdetails.Iwent

toZinziandBukhosi'schamberandfoundher

packing. 

.

Me:Areyouhappytobereturninghome? 

Zinzi:IhavemissedZwelihlesomuch.Icannot

thankyouenoughforwhatyouhavedone,

Ndoni.BukhosiandIareonbetterterms.

Me:Ihavedonenothing.AllIdidwaswriteyou

anoteoftruthandyoudidtherest. 

Zinzi:Heevenromancesmewhenwemake

lovenow.Itfeelsmagical.(shegiggled)

Me:Soonwearetoexpectanotherchildfrom

youtwoifyougoonwiththemagic(weboth

laughed)

Zinzi:Iwishhewasmyfirstlover. 

Me:Donotthinkaboutwhatyoucanneverget

back.Letusalljustmoveforward.Iamjustsad



thatyouallhavetoleavetomorrow.

Zinzi:AtleasttheQueenisstayingwithyouto

helpwiththebaby. 

Me:Thebabythatwishesnottocometothis

life(shelaughed)

Zinzi:Soon,dearQueen.Idohopemymother

andfatheraregoingtoforgiveme. 

Me:Theytooneedtoaskforyourforgiveness

forallthehurtfulwordsthattheyspoke. 

Zinzi:Ihavedisappointedthem,Ndoniand

humiliatedthembygoingawaywitha

commonerinfrontofeveryone.Myfatheris

suretoneverforgiveme.

Me:AskBukhositosendtheeldersofZwelihle

therewithgiftstoapologise.Lettheelders

handleyourfather.Zinzi,doesthefactthat

Bukhosiisahalfbloodnotbotheryou? 

Zinzi:Iwaswillingtoliveallmydayswitha

poorcommonernotsolongagosonoitdoes



not.HehasfinallygrownintothemanthatI

hopedhewouldbeandhistitleisofno

importance.(Ismiled)

Me:Hetrulyhasgrownintoafineman.I

thoughtthatthenewsweregoingtoturnhis

hearttostone.Whatareyoutodoabout

Ncedi? 

Zinzi:Icannottellonherandriskhavingthe

royalhouseloseit'shealer.Sheisanimportant

parttherebutBukhosipromisedtostayaway

fromher. 

Me:Sheisgoingtostayaway,Ijusthavea

feelingbecauseshefearsbeingbannedfrom

Zwelihle.WhereisBukhosianyway?(she

seemededgy)

Zinzi:Idonotknow,myQueen.

Me:Letmeleaveyouyogoaboutyourbusiness.

IamgoingtorestwhileKamvaisoutwithhis

father.



Zinzi:Gorestthoseswollenfeet.(welaughed)

.

Iembracedherandlefthertocontinuewithher

packingduties.Iwantedtogototheeating

chambertoseeifBukhosiisnotthere.Even

Ntandoisnowheretobeseenanditisnotnice

becausetheyaretoreturnhometomorrow.I

wantedtoenterwhenZiphocalledoutmyname

andrantome. 

.

Me:Whatisthematter?Hassomething

happened?

Zipho:Youarenottogointhere,myQueen. 

Me:Why?(Ilookedatherconfused)

Zipho:Thestaffhasnotfinishedcleaning. 

Me:Buttheyweresupposetodotheirduties

rightafterthemorningfeast.Whyhavethey

not? 



Zipho:Itisallmyfault,myQueen.Iforgotto

assigneachtotheirdutiesoftheday.Dogo

andrestelsewhereuntilwehavefinished.My

apologiesforthelazinessIhaveshown. 

Me:Alliswell,Zipho(Ismiled)

Zipho:Iamtocallyouwhentheyhavefinished.

Me:Iamgoingtoliedownforamoment.

.

Shenoddedquicklywhilegivingmeanervous

smileandIlefther.Ilookedbackandfoundher

starringandwavingandIwavedback.Whatis

thematterwithZiphotoday?Sheneverforgets

togivedutiestoherstaffbutIguessweall

becomeforgetful.Mostoftheservantsareout

ofsightandIguessitisduetoZipho'smistake.

IwasabouttogotomychamberwhenIsaw

Ntandoapproachonahorse.Iwentoutand

waiteduntilheapproached.

.



Me:Wheredoyoucomefrom,Ntandoyabantu? 

Ntando:Nowhere,Ndoni(hesaidsoftly)

Me:SoifIamtoaskfatherifhegave

permissionforyoutoleavewhatwouldhesay? 

Ntando:Fine,IwenttotherivertomeetZinzi

(myeyeswidened)

Me:Areyoucrazy,Ntando?Youwentoutsofar

withoutaguard?

Ntando:Theguardswouldhavetoldfatherand

hewouldnothavegivenpermission.

Me:Ntando,ZinziIdohopethatthesesecret

meetingsareinnocent.

Ntando:Iamnotdumb,Ndoni.Idonotwishto

haveababyyet.Wejustsatandtalked. 

Me:Howdidyouevenknowshewouldbeatthe

river? 

Ntando:Thisisusuallythetimewhenyoung

maidensmeetattherivertogetwaterorwash



clothing.IaskthatyounottellourparentsthatI

wentfarwithoutprotection.Theyaresureto

lecturemeaboutrisks.(Ilaughed)

Me:Idonotevenknowwherefatherisatthe

momentbutyouarenevertogoaloneagain. 

Ntando:IwouldaskyoubutIamsureyourbody

istotiredtotravel.Zinzisendsherregards.(I

smiled)

Me:MythanksandyesIamgoingtorestnow. 

Ntando:IamgoingtomakehermybrideonceI

havereachedmaturity.

Me:Wearetodealwithitonceyouareold

enoughtowed. 

Ntando:ButtheRoyalparentscannotstopme,

notafterthetruthaboutBukhosi.Itwouldnot

befair.

Me:YouarefutureKing,NtandobutIagreewith

you.Youmustbeallowedtomarrywhoyou

wantto.Comeletusgoinsideandtalk.



Ntando:IcannotbecauseIhaveadutyto

attendto.

Me:IhopeyouhavenotmadeZinziapromise

tomeetheronceagain(helaughed)

Ntando:Thedutyishereinthemainland,donot

fear.Nowgoandrest. 

Me:Atleastgoandchangeyourclothing.Itis

wetfromthemorningrain. 

Ntando:Itwilldryonmybody.Thesunis

alreadystartingtoshineagain. 

.

Ilaughedandhewalkedawaywithhishorse.It

seemshetrulyisseriousaboutmarryingZinzi

somedayandtheBukhosiissuegavehim

enoughreasontopersuadetheKingandQueen.

Ifinallywenttomychamberbecauseitseems

allhavedutiestoattendto.Ifeltaslightpain

butIdonotthinkitisenoughtocallinlabour

pain.Ilaidonmysideandfeltasweetslumber



approachedandIfinallyfellasleep.

.

.

.

#Ntsika

HidingthissecretcelebrationfromNdonihas

surenotbeeneasybecausesheisasmart

woman.Iaskedthefamilytohelpmehonour

mywifeincelebrationandallweretoohappyto

helpme.Iambusywiththeothermengetting

themeatreadytobecooked.Itisnottobea

bigcelebrations,onlyfamily.

.

Bukhosi:Brother,youhavenowputpressureon

us. 

Me:Whattypeofpressure?

Bantu:Ourwivesnowexpectustohonourthem

aswell.(Ilaughed)



Xolo:MyNobuprefersgifts. 

Father:WellNcumiandIarestillnewlywedsso

wearebothstillhappy.

Bantu:Giveitafewmonths,myKingthenthe

newlywedmagicissuretofloatintothinair

(welaughed)

Me:Istillfeelnewlywedmagicwithmybride

andwehavebeenmarriedforyears. 

Bukhosi:Thatisbecauseyouareaddictedto

Ndoniassheistoyou(laughter)

Me:Isthatsuchabadthing? 

Xolo:Itisnot,myKing.IstilldesiremyNobuas

IdidwhenIwasstillayoungman. 

Bukhosi:Father,Iwishnottoknowaboutyour

desiresformother(welaughed)

Father:Theseyoungmenthinkwehavelostour

touchjustbecausewehavematured.Wecan

stillteachyoulessonsabouthowtohandlethe

softbodyofawoman.



Me:Savemesuchlessonsfromyou,Ibegof

you. 

Bantu:BukhosiyouneedtogoandhonourZinzi

manytimesforallthewrongsyoudid(we

laughed)

Bukhosi:AllIcansayisdonottakeyourladies

forgranted.Ihavelearntthehardway. 

Me:Iwouldkillanymanwhocomeshere

sayingheistotakemyQueenaway. 

Bukhosi:Whatifshewillinglywishestogo? 

Me:Iamstillgoingtokillhim(theylaughed)

Xolo:Ntsiks,haveyoutoldyourfatheraboutthe

pepperdeal? 

Me:Hehasbeentoobusyenjoyingthe

companyofhisnewbride.

Father:Canyoublameme?(welaughed)

Bantu:IthinkthatifbothKingdomswork

togetherinthisdealwecansupplythebig



demand. 

Xolo:Andtheyaretotradelivestockinreturn.

Wecanneverhaveenoughlivestock.

Father:Thenwhyarewestilldiscussingit?Let

usagreetothisdealasquicklyaspossible.

Xolo:Iagree. 

Me:Howisyourvegetabletradedoing,father?

Xolo:Thetwofarmsthatwereburntareslowly

showinggreensagainbutIhavelostafew

deals. 

Bukhosi:Butnothingbig.Soitissurenotgoing

tocrippletheKingdom.

Me:Allthisgoodnewsandjoyistrulyamazing. 

Father:Nowweawaitthebiggestjoyofthis

year.Mysecondgrandchild.HowIhopethe

ancestorshearourpleaforaPrincess. 

Xolo:Thereissomethingspecialabout

Princessesthatjustfillafather'sheart. 



Bukhosi:Idoknowwhatyoumean,father(he

smiled)

Bantu:IhadhopedforThandotobebornaboy

butonceIsawherIwastrulythankful.

Me:ItisaPrincess.

.

Wesatandtalkedaboutallelseandthefeastis

alsocomingtogether.Ziphocametotellusthat

Ndonialmostsawthefoodintheeating

chamberandshewassuregoingtoaskalotof

questions.Allthefoodgotreadyandallgot

prepared.IwastoldtogogetNdoniandbring

hertotheeatingchamber.Iwalkedtoour

chamberandfoundhersleeping.

.

Me:Ndoni,pleasewakeup(Ishookhersoftly)

Ndoni:No(sheturnedandfacedtheotherside)

Me:Kamvafell(hereyesimmediatelyopened)



Ndoni:Whereishe?Howbadlyhurtishe?(she

saidwhilestandingup)

Me:Heisfine,myQueen.Hejustdoesnotwish

tobewithanyonebuthismother.

Me:Whereishe? 

Me:IntheeatingchamberwithQueenNobu.

.

Shedidnotevenreply.Shejustwentthereas

quicklyaspossibleandIfollowed.Ihatelying

toherbutitwastheonlywayIcouldgetherto

wakeupquickly.Wewalkedinandwere

greetedbytherestofthefamily.Kamvacame

runningandhuggedherlegsandsodidallthe

otherchildren.

.

Ndoni:Thisisnotthebehaviorofsomeonewho

hasjustfallen.Whatisgoingon?Whyareweall

assembledhere?(shesmiled)

Me:Thisisalittlecelebrationinyourhonour



fromus.(shestartedtocry)

Nobu:Donotcry,myBlossom.Yourhusband

wishedtocelebrateyouandsodowe. 

Me:Iloveyou,myQueen. 

Kamva:Loveyou,Mada(weallsmiled)

Ndoni:AndIloveyou.Allofyou.Mythanksfor

this,myKing. 

Father:Comesitdownandrestthosefeet.(we

allsat)

Ndoni:Zipho,isthiswhyyoudidnotwantmeto

comehereearlier?(shelaughed)

Zipho:Thestaffhadalreadycarriedinsomeof

thefoodandIcouldnotriskhavingyouseeit.

Ncumi:Wehavebeenplanningthisrightunder

yournosefordaysnow(shelaughedsoftly)

Me:ThispregnancyhasmademesotiredthatI

nolongernoticemuch. 

Bukhosi:Wearegladthatyouhavenot.Weall



wishedtothankyouforbeingapositivepartin

ourlives.Mychildrenhavetheirmotherback

becauseofyouandIhavegottenasecond

chancetoloveZinzitherightway.Mythanks,

sister. 

Ndoni:WellIsawhowmiserableyouarelikean

injuredoldanimal(welaughed)

Ntando:Ijustwanttothankyouforakways

listeningtomeandkeepingmysecrets.

Nobu:Youhavesecrets?Whatarethey?

Ntando:Iamayoungman,mothernotlittleboy.

Icannotrevealsecretstoyou.

Ndoni:Butyoutoldme.

Ntando:Thatisbecauseyouarenobigmouth

(welaughed)

Me:Iwouldalsoliketogiveyoumythanksfor

beingawonderfulwife.Mylifeisnothing

withoutyou.Youhavegivenmeastrongson

andyouareabouttogivemeanotherbeautiful



child.Mythanks,myQueen. 

Ndoni:Itisbecauseyouaresuchawonderful

man.Beingagoodwifetoyouiseasybecause

youarethebesthusbandandfatherever. 

Kamva:Kamvawantsmeat(welaughed)

Xolo:Itseemsweareboringtheyoungprince

andkeepinghimawayfromeatingmeat. 

Me:Letusstarteatingbeforeallgoescold.

.

Everyonestartedtopickthefoodthattheywant

toeatandlaughterfilledthechamber.Kamva

loveshismeatandatemostlyit.IsawNdoni

holdherbellyandclosedhereyes.

.

Me:Whatisthematter?(Iwhispered)

Ndoni:Alittlecramp,thatisall.

Me:ShouldIhavethemidwifecalled?

Ndoni:Itdoesnotfeellikelabourpains,myKing.



Iamfine.Letusenjoythetimewithourfamily.

Me:Wouldyoutellmeifitgotworse?

Ndoni:Yes,Ntsika(shesaidinannoyancem)

Me:Imeantnottoannoyyou,Ndoni. 

Ndoni:Myapologies,itwasaveryrudereply.I

amsuretotellyouifitbecomesworse. 

.

Ismiled,noddedandkissedherhand.Itfelta

bitmoistontheinsidebutIdidnotaskher

more.Everyonestoppedeatingandwealljust

satandrelaxed.Wedancedandsangforhours

untilthechildrengottiredandfellasleep.Ndoni

heldthelowerpartofherbellyandleanedon

herfatherwhostoodnexttoher. 

.

Xolo:Whatiswrong,deardaughter(heheldher)

Ndoni:Pain,father. 

Nobu:Ithinkthechildisontheway.Getherto



herprivatechamber.

Me:Come,letmetakeyouthere.Allisgoingto

bewell,myQueen. 

Nobu:Gogetthemidwife,Bukhosi.Justbreath,

myblossom.Youhavedonethisbefore. 

Ndoni:ButIamfeelingtoomuchpain.Itis

wor...worsethanthatofKamva'slabour(shelet

outascream)

Me:Shouldwebeworriedabouttheintensityof

thepain,mother?(Istartedtopanic)

Mother:Notwopregnanciesarethesameso

thelabourisnotthesameeither.

.

Icouldnotstandtoseemywifeinsuchpain.I

wishIcouldtakethepainontomyselfsoshe

maynotfeelit.Wefinallyarrivedinour

chamberafterwhatfeltlikealifetime.Zinziand

ZiphofixedthebedbeforeIlaidherdownonit. 

.



Zipho:Youmustleavethrchambernow,my

King. 

Me:Iamnotgoingtoleaveheralonelikebefore

(Ndoniscreamedandmyjawclenched)

Nobu:Sheiswithwomenwhoknowwhatthey

aredoing.Amanisnotallowedinthechamber

whenhisladygivesbirth. 

Father:Letusgo,Ntsika.Wewishnottoanger

theancestors.Wewantthechildtoarrive

safely. 

Zinzi:Wehavetopreparehernowandwecan

notifthemenarehere. 

Xolo:Weareleaving,daughter.Wewishnotto

causeanydelays. 

Me:Iamgoingtoseeyousoon(Ikissedher

sweatyforehead)

Ndoni:Wearegoingtomeetourchildsoon

(shesmiledfaintly)

.



Istoodandlefthersidewithaheavyheart.

Eachscreamsheletoutrippedmyheartto

pieces.Whyisthischildbirthcausingwomen

suchpain?Fatherandallthemendirectedme

outsidetogetsomefreshairandtobeaway

fromthescreamingbutitfailedbecauseIcan

hearthemfromhere.Theyaretrulyworsethan

thoseofKamva'sbirth.Couldsomethingbe

wrong?

.

Bukhosi:Donotthinkmuchaboutit,brother.

Ndoni,isastrongwoman.

Me:HowcanInotthinkaboutitwhenhercries

areallthatfillmymind? 

Bantu:Whatsheisdoingisnoeasytask,my

Kingbutitisthewayoflife. 

Me:Father,whatistohappenifIambyherside

duringthis? 

Father:IdonotknowbecauseIhaveneverseen



amaninalabourchamberbeforebutwegrew

upknowingthatitisnotwisetobeinthere. 

Xolo:Letussitandwait.Themidwifehasjust

arrivedandsheisingreatcare.Soonweare

goingtohearthebeautifulloudcriesofanew

born.

.

Iwentbackintotheroyalhouseandwalkedup

anddowninfrontofthechamberwheremy

Queenisabouttogivelifetooursecondchild.

Ittookallmyresistancepowertonotgoin

thereandholdherhand.ZiphocameoutandI

thoughtshe'dsaythatthebabyfinallycamebut

shesaiditisnottimeyet.Shetriedtohidethe

lookofconcerninherfacebutIcanseeit.I

peekedbehindherassheopenedandclosed

thechamberandNdonididnotlookgood.My

QueenlookedpaleandIpanicked.Whyisitnot

yettime?Hoursandhoursandhourspassed

andstillnosignofthelittleone.Iamgoingout



ofmymindwithworrysoIdecidedtogoin. 

.

Zinzi:KingNtsika,nomenaretobehere(she

pushedmetothedoor)

Me:Ithasbeenhours.Whyhasthechildnot

come?

Midwife:TheQueenishavingadifficultlabour,

myKing. 

Nobu:Gonow,Ntsika.Youhaveseenenough.

(sheshouted)

Father:Ntsika,doyouwishtoangerthe

ancestors.Comeoutofthereatonce(he

shoutedfromoutsideandIleft)

Xolo:Whatwereyouthinking,myKing?Whatis

happeninginthereisnotthebusinessofmen.

Doyouwishtobelabeledaweakling?

Me:IdonotcarewhatIamlabeledas,Father.

Youshouldseehowmywifelooks.Doyou

thinkIlikegoingagainstourbeliefs?Youall



mightbeabletohavekeptstrongwhenyour

wivesgavebirthbutIfailto.Hoursandmore

hourshavegoneandallshehasbeenfeelingis

agonisingpain. 

Bukhosi:Allistobewell,myKing. 

.

Moreandmorehourspassedanditwassoon

thenextday.Concernwrittenalloverthefaces

ofthosebeforemebuttheytriednottoshow.

Untilfinallyweheardanewborn'scryfromthe

chamberandIstoodandrantotheentrance.

Theymusthavecalledmeinbynowtoseethe

childbuttheyhavenot.Whyhavetheynot?I

couldnolongerjuststandtheresoIwenttosee

formyself.IopenedthedoorandfoundNobu

cryingandtryingtowakeNdoni.Myheart

startedtopanic. 

.

Me:Whatisthematter?



Nobu:Sherefusestoopenhereyes.

Ndoniyamanzi,donotdothistome.(sheshook

Ndoniwhilecrying)

Me:MyQueen,wakeup.Ibegofyou.

Midwife:Shehadadifficultlabouranditseems

tohavecomewithgreatcomplicationstoher

body. 

Nobu:Myblossom,Ibegofyou(sheletouta

bitter)

Ncumi:Whatisthematter?(shewalkedin)

Zipho:TheQueenrefusestowakeup.(Ncumi

cameandputherfingerunderNdoni'snose)

Ncumi:Shefailstobreathnormally.MyKing

takeyourchildandputheronhermother's

chest. 

Zinzi:IcandoitsinceIamholdingher. 

Ncumi:No,itmustbedonebythefather.Take

yourdaughterandputheronyourwife'schest

andspeaktoyourQueen.Beghertoreturnto



us.IamgoingtogetAfricanincense.

Zipho:Iamtogopickit. 

Ncumi:Iamgoingtohavetodoitmyself

becauseIamgoingtouseittocommunicate

withtheancestors.Ifitispickedbysomeone

elseitissuretobetainted.DoasIsayIam

goingtobeback.

.

IfrozeasIlookedatNdoniwholaidsostill.She

lookedsobeautifulonewouldthinkthatsheis

inanormalslumber.Someonegavemethe

babyandIlookedatmybeautifulPrincess.I

remembertheinstructionsNcumigavemeand

Ifollowedit.IputourchildonNdoni'sbare

chest.

.

Me:MyQueen,Idonotknowwhatisgoingon

butIdoaskthatyoureturntous.Feelthe

warmthofourchildonyourchestandreturnto



seeherpreciousface.Weneedyou,

Ndoniyamanzi.Youcannotgivemesucha

preciousgiftandjustleaveme.Doyounot

knowthattheendofyouissuretobetheend

ofme?Comebacktous,Ibegyou.Ibegofyou,

myheart. 

.

IbrokedownandcriedandIdidnotcarewho

sawme.Ikissedherlipsandtheydidnothave

thesamewarmnessastheyusuallydo.

Ncumisareturnedoutofbreath.Clearly

indicatingthatshewasrunninglikenever

before.Sheaskedforthemidwife,Zinziand

Ziphotoleavethechamber.Shestartedtolight

theincenseandit'sscentfilledtheroom.She

thenaskedforNobutoleavewiththechild.Ido

notknowwhatsheisdoingbutitseemssheis

callingupontheancestorofboththeroyal

familyofUmhlabaOchumileyoandZwelihle.I

heldNdoni'shandandkisseditmultipletimes.I

haveheardofstorieswherewomendieduring



childbirthbutIneverthoughtitcouldpossibly

bemywife.Iknowthatthelabourwastoo

intensethistime.Icouldseeitinhereyesand

hearitinherscreamsbutshecannotleaveme

rightnow.WhatamItodowithouther?HowI

wishshecouldsqueezemyhandbackasIam

doingwithhersbuttherewasnosuchluck.I

knowthatattimesoldlifehastogivewayto

newlifebutIrefusetobelievethatthe

ancestorswouldblessmewithherandtakeher

backsosoon.Shehasnotevenseenour

Princessyet.Howcouldherbodyfailherso

much?IwasindeepthoughtasIwaitedand

hopedforNcumi'spleatotheancestorsto

work.Comebacktome,myQueen.Ibegof

you. 
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.

#Queen Ndoni

ThepainthatmybodyjustfeltisonethatIcan

notdescribeinwords.Icouldhearmothercall

mynamefromafarandIcouldalsohearthe

criesofanewborn.Itismychildbutwhereis

she?Suddenlythepainandtirednessthatonce

crippledmybodyisgone.Mybodyhasnever

feltsowellbeforeinallmylife.Iwalkeddowna

beautifullylitpassageandIfeltnofear.Atthe

endofitIsawmanypeoplewhodidnotlook

familiartome.Itriedtolookformyfamily

amongstthembutnooneishere.WhereamI?

Aladywalkedin,beautifulsheisandnexttoher

isagiantcheetah.Ontheothersideaman

walkedinandInoticedthatthesepeopleare

morespiritthanflesh.HaveIdied?

.

Me:WhereaboutamIandwhoareyouall?

(Ncumiappeared)



Ncumi:Greetings,guardians(shebowed)

Me:Ncumi,whyarewehere?(Iwhisperedto

her)

Ncumi:Shiba,guardianofZwelihleandyou

LisolaboguardianofUmhlabaOchumileyoI

havecometobegyoutobringtheQueen's

spiritbacktoherflesh. 

Me:Shiba?(Iwhisperedtomyselfinshock)

Liso:TheQueen'sbodyhassufferedtomuch

duringhertaskofbringinglifeintotheworldof

theliving.Shehassufferedsomuchagonythat

wethoughtitisbestwefreeher.

Ncumi:Iunderstand,guardianthatyoudowhat

youknowisbestforthembutIaskthatyou

bringherback.Listentothebittercriesofher

husband.Heissurenottocopewiththelossof

hisheart.DoyounotwishtoseeUmhlaba

Ochumileyoprospermoreandmore? 

Liso:Whatareyousaying,messenger?



Ncumi:IamsayingthattheKingdomissureto

parishifit'sleadergrieveshisQueenforallhis

life.Hisbrokenheartisnotgoingtoallowhim

tobeKing.Allheisgoingtodoiswishtojoin

hisQueeninthesacredlandoftheancestors.

Theonetosucceedhimisstilltooyoungsowe

needtheKingandheneedshisQueen.

Me:AmItrulydead? 

Shiba:Youarenotdead,child.Youareatthe

pointbetweenlifeanddeath.Wedonotwishto

haveyouherebutyourfleshhasfailedyou

dismally.

Ncumi:Herfleshmighthavefailedher,

guardianShibabutherspiritisstillstrong.We

askthatyougrantherfleshenoughstrengthto

behometoherspiritonceagain.Shehasjust

givenbirthandthatchildistoneedhermother

inordertogrowstronger.

Liso:Weastheguardiansmustfirstdiscuss

thiswiththemosthigh,theonewhoisguardian



toall. 

Ncumi:Asyouwish,guardians.Wearetowait

andwearegoingtoacceptyourfinaldecision.

.

AlltheGuardiansstoodwiththeireyesshut.

Suddenlyabeautifulclearlightshownaround

them.Hasthediscussionaboutmyfatestarted

yet?IcannotbelievethatIambetweentheland

ofthelivinganddead!IlookedatNcumiandI

wasevenafraidtospeakbutIhavetoknow

whysheishere.Hasshealsodied? 

.

Me:Ncumisa,whyareyoualsohere?

Ncumi:Iamamessenger,Ndoni.Iamableto

communicatewiththeancestors.Callmealink

betweenthosewhohavegoneandthosewho

live. 

Me:Whyhaveyounevertoldus? 

Ncumi:Myhusbandholdsknowledgeofthis



butIaskedhimnottosayanythingtoanyone.

Mymotherhadthesamegiftandpeoplesaidit

iswitchcraft.Idonotpracticedarkmagic,my

Queen.Igiveyoumypromise.

Me:Ifyoudidyouwouldnothavebeenhereto

tryandtakemebacktomyfamily.Whatisto

happennow? 

Ncumi:GuardianshaveaKingtoo.ThisKingis

theKingofallwholiveonthisplanet.Nomatter

whichKingdomyouhailfrom.TheKingofallis

theprotectorsofallKingdoms. 

Me:Ihavealwaysthoughtthattheancestors

aremainguardians.

Ncumi:Donotfear,myQueen.Youarenotthe

firsttothinkso.

.

Alongwhilehaspassedandwestillwaited.Is

myfleshnotgoingtorotifwewaittolong?I

hadsomanyquestionsbutInevernotoncefelt



anyfear.Justawholelotofconfusion.

Suddenlythelightaroundthemfadedabitand

theyopenedtheireyes.

.

Shiba:Adecisionhasbeenreachedaboutyour

fate.Itwassurenoteasytocometoone 

Liso:Onceanormalbeingseenthefacesofthe

guardianstheyarenottoreturntowhereshe

comesfrom. 

Me:Ibegofyoutogivemeanotherchanceat

life,guardians.Idonotwishtoleavemyfamily

sosoon.Idonotwantmychildtobebreastfed

byastranger.IknowthatIamnotworthybutI

askthatyousparemylifesoIcanbeamother

tomyyoungonceuntiltheyatleastreach

maturity.

Shiba:Areyoutodealwiththeweaknessof

yourflesh,Ndoni?Yourbodyhastakenmuch

strain.



Me:Icandealwithanypain,ShibaaslongasI

havethosewhoIlovewithme.

Liso:Theguardianofyourpeople'ssoilfought

foryouinthediscussion.(IsmiledatShiba)

Ncumi:Wearetoreturntotheworldofflesh

soon,guardians.Iaskthatyoupleasegiveus

yourfinalanswer.

Shiba:TheQueenshalllive.Wecannotdeprive

achildofthejoysoffeelingthewarmthofher

mother.

Liso:YouaretonamethechildLikwezi.Sheis

thereasonwhywedecidetogiveyouachance

atlifeagain.Sheisthelightthatistofinally

shineafterbothfamilieshavegonethrough

darkness.Youaretogoandenjoytheblessing

withyourfamily,MyQueen.Youmustthank

yourmessenger.Shehasplayedabigrolein

pursuingus.

Shiba:Yourdestinycontinues,myQueen.



Me:Mythanks,guardianandgivemythanksto

themosthigh.

Shiba:Heseesandhearsall,child.

.

Ncumitookmyhandandwewentbackthrough

thewelllitpassageonceagain.Suddenlymy

bodyfeltheavierandinpain.Iinhaledastrange

scentandIrealiseditisAfricanincense.I

cougheduncontrollablyandheardsomeonecall

myname.ItsoundslikeNtsika'svoice.Iopened

myeyesandtheroomiffilledwithlightsmoke.

.

Ntsika:Ndoni?Ithoughtyouhadleftme,my

heart.Mythanksfornotgoingtothelandofour

ancestors.(hekissedmylips)

Me:Ncumi?WhereisNcumisa?

Ncumi:Iamrighthere,deardaughter(she

smiled)

Me:Youwerewithmethere.



Ntsika:Where?

Me:IsawourguardiansandNcumiwasthere

toaskforthemtohavemercyonmylifeby

sparringit.

Ntsika:Ncumihasbeenhereallthistime,Ndoni.

Itmustalljusthavebeenadream.

Ncumi:Iamjusthappytoseeyouareawake,

myQueen.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Weakandinpain.

Ntsika:Iamgoingtomakesomeremediesfor

youforthepain.Donotfeartheyarenotgoing

toharmLikweziwhenshebreastfeeds.

Ntsika:Likwezi?

Me:Itisthenamegiventoherbyourancestors,

myKing.Ipromiseyouitwasnodream.

Ntsika:Likwezi?Thebrightestmorningstar.I

loveitsomuch. 

Ncumi:AmItoproceedmakingtheremedy?



Me:Itrustyou,Ncumi.Itisbecauseofyouthat

Iamhererightnow.Nowordsaregoodenough

tothankyou.

Ncumi:Itisbecauseofyouthatmyheartfinally

knowsjoysoyouhavesavedmylifetoo.You

neednotthanknorrewardme. 

Ntsika:Idonotunderstand.WhathasNcumi

done?

Me:Iamgoingtotellyousomeothertime.AllI

wishnowistoseeourchild(hesmiled)

Ntsika:ItisaPrincess.Shelookssobeautiful

justlikeyou.

Ncumi:LetmegogetQueenNobu.Wemust

prepareyoutogotoanotherchamber.The

childcannotcomeherebecauseofthesmoke

thatfillsthechamber.

Ntsika:Iamgoingtoseeyouoncetheyhave

madeyoudecent. 

.



Heleftusandmothercameinrunningto

embraceme.Iletoutasoftgroanofpainand

sheapologised.ZiphoandZinzialsocameinto

thechamber.

.

Mother:Youarenevertoscaremelikethat

again,Ndoniyamanzi.Areweclear?(she

pointedherfingeratme)

Me:Ihearyou.(Ilaughedsoftly)

Mother:YoushouldseeyourlittlePrincess.She

istrulybeautiful.Xhantiissohappythathehas

agranddaughterthatheevendanced(we

laughed)

Zinzi:IamsuretheKingofZwelihleistogive

thesamedancewhenhegetsagrandsonfrom

hissons.

Zipho:IdonotthinkIwantasecondchild.After

allthatIhavejustseenNdonigothrough.

Ndoni:Itwasterrible,Zipho.Ntsikahadbetter



stayawayfrommebecauseIalsodonotwant

another.

Mother:Didyounotsaythatthefirsttime?Now

lookyoudiditagain(Ilaughedsoftly)

Me:Mybodyfailedmethistime,Motherand

maybenexttimeIamgoingtoreallydie.

Ncumi:Letusnotthinkaboutdeathwhenwe

havejustwelcomednewlife.Letuscelebrate

thePrincess'sarrival.

Me:IjustaskthatyouhurrysoIcanseemy

daughter.Iamsuresheishungry.

Zinzi:Shehasnotcriedmuch.Suchasweetgirl

mynieceis.

.

Theydidwhattheydidandfinallygotme

decent.IaskedNcumitoquicklygivemethe

remedybecausethispainisnotpleasant.Iwish

mybodycouldfeelnopainlikeafewminutes

agowhenIwaswithShiba.Icannotbelieve



thatIhavefinallyseenher.Sheisatrue

goddess.Ntsikacametocarrymeintoanother

chamberandIfinallysawmylittlegirl.Sheisso

beautifulandIcouldnothelpbutcry.Iam

thankfulthatIamgivenanotherchanceatlife.

.

Father:Whatarewetocallher?

Ntsika:Likwezibecausesheisthebeautiful

lightofhappinessthatwehaveallwaitedfor.

PrincessLikweziofUmhlabaOchumileyo.

Xhanti:Mayblessingsandprosperityfollowyou

forallyourdaysinthislife,PrincessKwezi.You

trulyarethelightwesoughtforsolong.

Blessedisthesoilofyourancestorsbecause

youarenowapartofit.MyQueen,weknow

thatyoualmostlostyourlifetryingtogivelife

toourgiftbutIamgladtheancestorshada

changeofheart.Mythanksfortheblessing.

Father:Trulythissoilisblessedtohavethe

Princessbeborntoit.Maysheshowthe



strengthandgraceliketheprincessthatsheis.

Youhavecomeafteratimeofsadnessbutnow

youhavecomeandwealllookforwardtothe

futurebecauseofthejoyyouhavecomewith.

WewelcomeyouPrincessLikwezi. 

.

Theyallkissedherlittleforeheadandmother

kissedthosechubbycheeksaswell.Themen

leftthechamberbutnotNtsika.Motherhelped

mepositionherproperlysoshecould

breastfeed.Itcausedmorepaintomybodybut

itisallworthit.Shelearnedhowitisdone

quicklyandherfatherissoproud.NtsikaandI

satandjustwatchedourchildgetthecarethat

shedeserves.OurKwezi,thelightthatshines

brightafterallthedarkness.

.

.

.



#Ntsika

IdonotunderstandwhatNdonimeantby

Ncumiwaswithherinthesacredlandofthe

ancestors.Ncumihasbeenherespeakingto

theancestorsallthistime.

.

Me:Ndoni,whatexactlydidyouseeinyour

dream?

Ndoni:Itwasnotadream,Ntsika.Iwasinthe

landofthespiritguardians.Theremyfatewas

decidedandtheydecidedtogivemeanother

chanceatlife.IsawShibatheretoo.Ncumihas

agiftofcommunicatingwiththespirit

guardiansandsheusedittoconvincethemto

helpmelive.

Me:Whyhasshenevertoldusaboutit?

Ndoni:Becausesheinheriteditfromhermother

andthevillagesaccusedhermotherof

witchcraft.



Me:Soshefearsthatwearetodothesame?

Ndoni:Shetoldmethatyourfatheralready

knows.Ifherhusbandknowsthantherestdo

notmatterbutIamtrulygratefulforthis

beautifulgiftofhers.

Me:Sheneedstostophidingitthen.Imustgo

andthankherforallshehasdone.(shelooked

atmeandsmiled)

Ndoni:Sheisbeautiful.Shelookslike

Kamvalesizwe.

Me:Letmegoandgethimsohecanmeethis

littlesister.

.

Istoodfromthebedandwalkedout.Idonot

knowhowheisgoingtotakethenewsof

havingabigsisterbutIhopethattheir

relationshipisgoingtobebetterthanthatof

mineandmysiblings.Ifoundhimsittingwith

thefamilyandherantomeandIpickedhimup.



Helookedhappybecauseheisspeakingnon

stop.Iwentbacktothechamberandputhim

onthebednexttoNdoni.Hekeptquietandjust

lookedatKwezi.

.

Ndoni:Greetings,myPrince.(shekissedhis

forehead)

Kamva:Greetings.(hefinallysaid)

Me:Meetyourlittlesister.ThisislittleLikwezi. 

Kamva:Kwezi?(hepointedather)

Ndoni:Yes,KweziisKamva'ssister.Doyou

wishtogiveherakiss?

Kamva:Kamvagivebabyakiss(hekissedher

cheekandgiggled)

Me:Youareherbigbrotherandwiththat

comesgreatresponsibility. Itisyourdutyto

loveherandprotectherwhenwefailto. 

Ndoni:Idonotthinkheunderstandsyou(she



laughedsoftly)

Me:Iamgoingtotellhimallthetimeuntilhe

understands.Idonotwishforhatetoexist

betweenthem.Theyarebothequallyspecial

andloved. 

Ndoni:Spokenlikeatruefather.Theywould

havebeeningreatcareevenifIdidnotmakeit.

Me:No,Idonotthinkso.Iwouldhavebeen

suffocatedwithgrieftoomuch.Iamgladthat

youcamebacktous.Wheredoyouthinkour

daughterwouldhavegottenmilkifyoumet

yourend.Idonothaveany.(shelaughedsoftly)

Ndoni:Letusnowfocusonthefuture.Youare

tonevermakemepregnantagain(Ilaughed)

Me:Wearegoingtodiscussthatsomeother

time.Iwanttheroyalhousefilledwithlittle

onesbutIdonotlikethepaintheycausewhen

theyareborn. 

Ndoni:Itisthewayoflife,myKing. 



Me:Mythanksforallthatyouhavedoneforme.

Youfillmylifewithmuchjoy,Ndoni.Icannot

imaginehavingsomeoneelseasmywifeand

thatiswhyyouscaredthehelloutofmewhen

youdidnotshowanysignoflife.Donotgive

mesuchafrightagain. 

Ndoni:MyapologiesforallthepainthatIhave

causedyoubutIamherenowandIamwell. 

Me:Wehavecomealongway.Havewenot?I

stillrememberthefirsttimeIsawyou(she

smiled)

Ndoni:IwassoscaredwhenJongiassigned

metoyourchamber.Ithoughtthatyouwould

showthesameillmannersasLizwi.(Ilaughed

softly)

Me:HowcouldIhavebeenillmanneredwhenI

stoodbeforethemostbeautifulmaidenever?

Youjuststolemyheartonthatfirstday.

Ndoni:Iwastooafraidofyoutothinkabout

lovebutastimewentbyIbecamemore



comfortableandyourkindnessiswhatmade

mefallinlovewithyou.Weindeedhavecomea

longway.Wehavebeenfacedwithtoomany

obstacles. 

Me:Butwehavesurvivedthemallandweare

suretosurvivethosethatlieahead.Stronger

united,myheart(Iheldherhand)

Ndoni:Strongerunited,mypillar.Iloveyou.

Me:AndIloveyou.

Ndoni:Myhandsome,strongwarrior(Ismiledin

delight)

Me:Enter.(Ncumiwalkedin)

Ncumi:IhavejustcometoheariftheQueen

wishestohaveanythingtoeat.

Ndoni:Youneednothavecomeyourself,Ncumi.

Youarenoservantinthishouse.

Ncumi:IknowbutIwantedtocomemyself.

Me:MyQueenhastoldmeaboutyourgift,my



lady.Wearegratefultohaveyouherebecause

youhavereturnedhertous. 

Ncumi:Theguardiansdidmostthework.Iwas

justtheretobegthem. 

Ndoni:Wouldyouliketoholdher?

Ncumi:Yes,please(shesmiled,wipedher

handsandtookKwezi)

Me:Younowhavetwograndchildren(we

laughed)

Ncumi:IhaveneverthoughtthatIwouldbea

partofafamily.Itfeelstrulymagical.Ithinkshe

lookslikeQueenNobu.

Ndoni:No,sheissupposetolooklikeme

becauseKamvalookslikehisfather(we

laughed)

Me:Westillhavetwomoretogosothereisstill

hope.

Ndoni:Iamnotgoingtoreplytothat(Ilaughed

softly)



Ncumi:Kamva,doyoulovehavingababysister

(henodded)

Ndoni:Iamfeelingabithungry.

Nobu:Ihavebeenstandingatthedoorhoping

foryoutofinallysaythat.Hereisyourfood(she

walkedin)

Ntando:Iamalsogoingtocomeeathere.Iam

anuncleonceagain.YouandBukhosimakeme

old.Icannotwaittonegotiatedowryforallmy

niecessomeday.Thosefuturesuitorsbetter

haveenoughgold(wealllaughed)

Xolo:Aremenwelcomeornot?

Ndoni:Youmaycomein,father.Ntandojust

cameinwithoutasking.

Ntando:IwantedtoseelittleKwezionceagain.

Father:Areyouallstillleavingtoday?

Bukhosi:Wehavedecidedtostayfortwodays

tospendtimewithLikwezi.Itseemsher

cheetahhasalreadywelcomedher.Lookhow



sheislickingthoselittlefeet.

Ndoni:IJusthopethatitisnothurtingherlittle

feet.Theirtonguesaresorough 

Xolo:Shewouldhavecriedlongagoifitwas

unpleasant..

Nobu:Iamjustsohappythatallhasgonewell.

Ndoniandherprincessarebothaliveandwell. 

Me:Iamalsogladthatyouallarehereto

witnessthebirthofoursecondchildasyoudid

ourfirst. 

Ntando:Soonyouaregoingtomeetmy

children.

Nobu:Ihopethatyouhavenotgottenany

maidenpregnant,Ntandoyabantu.(welaughed)

Ntando:Iamspeakingaboutthefuture,my

Queen.Fearnot.

.

Everyonewassittingandhavingmuchfun.The



chambergotfilledwithsomuchlaughter.I

lookedandKamvawhoisholdinghissister's

handandIcouldseethathetrulylovesher.

NdoniandIaretotryallinourpowertomake

ourchildrengrowuplovingandprotectingeach

other.Tothinkthatwethoughtwehavelost

Ndoninotsolongago.Itseemsfatehasfinally

smiledonfatherbecauseNcumimakeshim

happy.Bukhosiishappilyreunitedwithhisbride

anditisalltothankstomyQueen.Sheisthe

happinessandIthinkthateventhe

guardians/ancestorssawthatwewouldallbe

lostwithouther.Whatisahomewithoutit's

light?Shedoesnotknowitbutsheisan

importantpartineachofourlivesandIamglad

thatwehaveherback.ItookmylittlePrincess

fromNcumiandsheopenedhereyesslightly.I

smiledasshelookedatmeandclosedthem

again.Ikissedherlittlehandthatisgrasping

myfingertightly.Ithenkissedhersoftcheeks.

Itistruethatafatherfeelsomethingdifferent



whenhemeetshisPrincess.Ihavehopedfor

hersinceIfoundoutmyQueenispregnantand

Iamthankfulthatsheishereandsheishealthy.

WelcomedearPrincess.PrincessLikweziof

UmhlabaOchumileyo.Mayyourlightshine

brightandbringpositivityandgoodnesstoall. 

.

CredittoPreciousGubesaforgivingthe

Princessthisbeautifulname￼
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.

Lifehastrulybeengoodfortheroyalfamiliesof

UmhlabaOchumileyoandZwelihle.Both

Kingdomshavegainedgreatstrengthtogether

andindividually.Makingthemtwoofthemost

powerfulandwealthyKingdomsontheAfrican



soil.Allelsewishestohavesomesortoftieto

thesedynasties.XhantiandNcumisa's

marriagehasflorishedandtheywereblessed

withalittleboy.Wewereallshockedatfirstbut

happy.ThenameSmangalisowasgiventohim.

KingXoloandQueenNobuledtheKingdom

untilXolofeltlikeitwastimetoretire.

NtandoyabantuwassworninasKingof

UmhlabaOchumileyoandBukhosiishelping

theyoungKingwithplenty.Nobigconflictever

rosebetweenthetwobrothers.Togetherthey

ledZwelihlewellwiththehelpoftheirfather.

NtandomarriedZinziandtheysoonwelcomed

aboychildnamedPrinceNkosiyabo.Anewlaw

waspassedinmostKingdoms.Ifafullblooded

Kingwedsahalfbloodthentheirmale

offspringsaredeemedworthytobeheirs.

BukhosiandZinzifinallygottheboychildthat

theywantedandhewasnamedPrinceVelile.

KingNtsikaandQueenNdonihaveremained

togetherevenaftertheywerefacedwithmore



trials.Theirloveseemstogrowstrongerwith

maturity.Theirmotobeing"StrongerUnited".

PrinceKamvalesizwegrewuptobea

handsomeandstrongyoungman.Withasharp

mindandnaturalleadershipqualities.Muchlike

hisfather.PrincessLikweziisoneofthemost

beautifulmaidensinalltheKingdoms

combined.Havingthesamesmoothskinthat

hermotherhas.Sheismuchintoweaponryand

horseriding.Sheisnotthetypicalmaidenwho

onlywishestositandbeasoftprincess.The

KingandQueenwelcomedtwinstothefamily

lateron.AboynamedPrinceMcebisiandagirl

namedPrincessQhamani.Asmuchasthe

beliefoftwinsbeingacursestillstandsthey

decidedtokeepboththeirchildren.Ntsikaand

Ndonithoughtthattheyaredonesincethey

havethefourchildrenthattheywantedbutgot

beautifulsurprise.Ababygirlwasbornandthey

namedherPrincessKhanyisa.BantuandZipho

alsogotblessedwithtwomorechildrenSimilo,



aboyandNolwazi,agirl.Thandohasgrown

intoabeautifulyoungmaiden.Sheisbest

friendswithPrincessLikwezibutisjustas

closetoPrinceKamvalesizwe.

.

Aglimpseoflifewiththegrownroyalchildren

ofUmhlabaOchumileyo.Kamva(17),Likwezi

(14),McebisiandQhamani(10),Khanyisa(5)

andSmanga(13).

.

#Queen Ndoni

Isataroundthetableastheservantscarriedin

themorningfeast.Wewaitedforthechildrento

comeandjoinus.Eachistocomeinfollowing

eachotherasusual.IlookedatmyKingwho's

startingtoshowabitofgreyhaironthesideof

hisheadbutnotmuch.Heisstillthemost

handsomemanthatIhaveeverseen.Ilooked

atKingXhantiandNcumiastheyheldhands.

Theyhavematuredalotbutitseemsthatthey



agegracefully.Kamvawalkedinandgreeted

withhisthickvoice.Soonheistotakeawife

andbeafamilyman.Heresembleshisfatherin

looksandcharacteryettheyaresodifferent.

ThetwinsfollowedrightafterMcebisi'seyes

gluedtoabookasusual.Qhamaniwhosangso

loudthatonecouldseetheannoyanceon

Mcebisi'sface.LikwezifollowedthetwoandI

lookedatmybeautifulstronggirlandsmiled.

Smangajoinedusandhelookssomuchlikehis

bigbrother,Ntsika.Heloveshiscraftand

makesbeautifulpieceswiththosegiftedhands.

WewaitedforlittleKhanyiwhodidnotseemto

showandIgotworried. 

.

Me:Children,whereisKha...

Khanyi:Iamhere,mother(shesaidinasweet

voiceasshewalkedinbeforeIcouldfinish)

Ntsika:Greetingstoall. 

Khanyi:Greetingsmada,fada,grandfada,



grandmada,Kamva...

Qhama:Khanyi,whatyouaredoingisofgreat

annoyance(shecuthershort)

Khanyi:Fada,amIofannoyance?(Ntsika

laughedsoftly)

Ntsika:Youarenot,lastborn.(shestuckher

tongueoutatQhama)

Ncumi:Didyouallhaveasweetslumber?

Khanyi:Ihadasweetslumber.Likethis(she

restedherheadonherfacehandsandsnored,

wealllaughed)

Smanga:IhavenothadenoughrestbecauseI

wasbusywithmynewwoodcrafts.

Xhanti:Wearetosellandmakeyoualittle

fortunewiththosepieces.

Kwezi:Smangarefusestohavehisworkbe

seenbyoutsiders,grandfather.Hewishesnot

togainrewardsfromhispieces.



Ncumi:Youcannotfilltheentireroyalhouse

withyourcreations,Smanga.

Me:Ithinkwemustgivehimtimetobe

comfortableandconfidentenoughtoshowthe

worldhisgift. 

Smanga:Iknewyouwouldunderstand,my

Queen.

Kamva:Justdonotforgetthatwearetojoin

theotheryoungmeninthestickfightingevent.

Kwezi:Iwishtogotoo,father.Permissionto

join.

Kamva:Itisnotaneventformaidens,Kwezi.

Gosingattheriverlikeallothermaidensdo.

Ntsika:Itistrulynotaneventformaidens,dear

Princess. 

Kwezi:Itisnotfair(shesulked)

Me:Gotothedanceeventtheyoungmaidens

haveattheriver.



Khanyi:AmItogotoo,mada?

Me:AskKweziandQhamiifyouaretogowith

them.

Kwezi:IamnotgoingwithKhanyi.Shethrows

theotherchildrenwithstones.

Ntsika:Youarenottothrowstonesatothers,

Khanyisa.Itisnotanicebehavior.

Khanyi:Ionlythrowthematnaughtyboys.(her

fathersmiled)

Xhanti:Iseenoprobleminitthen.Youbothare

totakeyoursisterwithyouandyouarenotto

gowithoutguards.

Me:Mcebisi,areyoutogotothestickfighting

withKamvaandSmanga?(hekeptquiet

lookingathisbook)

Ntsika:Mcebisi(heshoutedinasternvoice)

Mcebi:Yes,father(heansweredquickly)

Ntsika:Yourmotherisnottoaskagain.



Mcebi:Myapologies,myQueen.Iheardnot

whatyouasked.

Me:Areyoutogowithyourbrotheranduncleto

thestickfighting?

Mcebi:Iamtoremainandworkonmypoetry

please.(Ntsikalookedatme)

Me:Youneednotgoifyoudonotwishto. 

Ntsika:Letuseatbeforethefoodgoescold.

TheQueenandIhavedutiesthataresureto

keepusawayallday.

Khanyi:Mother,youareoftruebeautytoday

(shesmiled)

Me:Mythanks,dearPrincess.

Qhama:Iaskfortheyellowbeadsforthe

maiden'sevent,myQueen.

Me:No,useyourownbecauseyoulosemy

specialbeadswheneverIlendthemtoyou.

Qhama:But...



Kamva:TheQueenhasspoken,Qhamani(he

saidinhissternbigvoiceandshesulked.

Me:Youarealltotakeyourcheetah'sand

guardswithtoyourdailyactivities.

.

TheyallnoddedevenSmangawhodoesnot

haveoneandeveryonelaughed.Mbalekiisstill

goingstrongandallthecheetah'sofmy

childrenareheryoung.Laughtersoonfilledthe

chamberandIstillcannotbelievehowmuch

theyhavegrown.Itseemslikejustyesterday

thatIgavebirthtoKamvabutnowheisso

grown.Mcebisiissuchagentlechild.Hecares

notaboutstickfightsandallelse.Theyallget

longsowellwitheachothereveniftheydoget

intodisagreementssometimes.Fatehastruly

favouredusandhappinesshasbeenfollowing

usalltheseyears.Iamhappy,myKingishappy

andmychildrenarehappyandforthatIam

grateful.



.

.

.

Thisisjustalittledialoguetogiveyoua

glimpseofthe"current"lifeoftheUmhlaba

Ochumilyo.Itwasjusttogiveapictureofthe

charactersoftheroyalchildren.Kamvathe

strongleader,Likwezithenotsotypicalmaiden,

Mcebisithenerdyintrovert,Qhamatheloverof

allthingsbeautiful,Khanyithehappy,joyous

childandSmangathefuturewarrior.Ndoniand

herfamilymayhavehadtheirupsanddowns

buttheytrulydidlivehappilyeverafter￼ .

THEEND!


