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*INTRODUCTION*

.

.

.

"ebumnandiniilaph'ongitholakhona!ebumnandiniilaph'ongitholakhona!"

ohmygodDocshebelezaismakingmydaywiththisjam ,Iam rollingmyheadbackandforth

withavirgincocktailinmyhand.IkeepontakingsmallsipssoIwon'tneedthebathroom too

muchandstaringovertothewildcrowdinfrontofme.Theseoldschoolheroesaremything,

notthesefastGqom songsbydestructionboys.Ilikeitslowandsoothinglikekwaitoanddeep

house,aboLiquiddeep,theyaretoomyfavourite.Princekaybeegetsme,itsfastbutsoothing

andhasthatchillingvibeIneed.Ineedtowhenlisterningtothesekindofmusictotakeme

backandtakemetothefuture.

"sisterbethina,hibiri!sidlubushabethuHibiri,sidlubushabethu!"

thecrowdstartstogowild,Imeanwhowouldn't,Iknowitain'tmetonight.

"hibiri,arrgmganiwhyuboraso?itsapartymosandyouareheresittingdownlikesomeone

diedoryouaremissingsomeone?"

tryAmandasayingthatinatimelikethis,sheknowsthatIam notapartyanimallikeherand

Mandla,(theecouple)theyusuallydragmetothesethingsandIjustsitandmerlywatch.
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Iam halfwaydownmyfirstglassandthat'stheonlyglassIwillhavetonight,Ihaveapressing

urgetogotothebathroom soIputmyglassdownandstandupwalkingtowardsAmandaandI

whisperinherear.

"iam goingtothebathroom Mngani"Ishoutinherearandshesignalsathumbsup.Imakemy

wayupthestairsintothebathroom andclosethedoorlockingit.Ibreathinandoutbefore

doingmybusiness,Iflushandlookatmyselfinthemirror.Istilllookgood,justlikewhenI

came.myphoneringsandItakeitoutofmybaganditsthealarm indicatingIhavetoleave

now,Ihavestayedlongenough.Idisarm itandIwashmyhandsbeforeunlockingthedoor.I

walkoutandgodownthestairswhilecallingmycab(aka)myneighbour,Igetoutofthehouse

andshesayssheisfiveminutesawaysoIwaitandsendamessagetoAmandastatingIhave

left.iknowshewon'tseeittillmorningassheiswithMandla.finallymyliftarrivesandIgetin.

"thankyouSiyo"Isayandshesmiles.shedoesn'ttalkmuchandIalsoshutmybigpieholeup.

wearriveatthehoodandIgetoffathome,IleaveR100billeventhoughIknowitwasmylast

andclosethedoor,Iwalkinanditsdark.ItakemykeysoutandunlockthenIgetinandclose.

shamepoorNtombi,Iwishtoworkhardandmakeabetterlifeformylittlecousin.shemoved

inwithuslastyearafterwefoundherstarvedfordaysbyhermother.Ikisshercheekassheis

layingonthewornoutcouchandgotomyroom ,whichisthekitchenalso.weliveinathree

roomedhouseanditswasbuiltbygogoforus.Itakeoffmyshoesandjusttakethemattress

from behindthefridgeandsleeprightaway.Iam tootiredforanything.
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INSERTONE

.

.

.

"Hey,HeyNontombivuka!(wakeup!)aren'tyougonnabelateforwork?"

irubmyeyesslowlyasitrytogainmystregnthcausethissleephasmehooked.Ilookatmy

grandmotherstandingtherelookingatmenephinifaandhandsonherhips.Ntombiiseatingher

porriageontherockytableinacheermode.Whowouldbecheerfulinsuchastatewelivein,

thatskidsforyouandthat'swhatilovemostaboutlittleNtombi,aslongassheeatssheis

happy.

"Gogo?"

Gran:"hehLandiswavuka,areyoufiredfrom work?,lordpleaseletthisnotbethecase."

shesaidprayingandthenlookedatmeagain

Me:"Chaangixhoshiwe(noiam notfired)iwillprepare"

Gran:"sheshisake"

shesaidwalkingoutandalreadythekettleison.Ntombiisstandingbyitsmilingtome



6

showinghercutedimplesandismileback.Istandupandwalktoherandwehug

Ntombi:"MorningsisLaaah!"

shesayswithahugesmileonherface.Ipullhercheekandshegiggles.

Me:"youarehappytoday"

Ntombi:"becauseihaveyou"

myheartmelts.Iswearmygrandmotherbearedstupidkidsitellyou.Ihugherandthekettle

clicksandsheletsgo.

Gran:"Ntombicomeletsgo"

Ntombi:"byesisi"

Me:"byenana,studyhardok?"

shenodsandrunsofftogranontheotherside.Oknowihavetobefast.Ionlyhave30

minutestogettoworkfast.Idowhatisnecessaryandifinishin20minutes.Itakemyheels

andshovethem inmybagthenirunoutofthehouselocking.

"Taxi"

ishoutandItstopsandihopin.Itdrivesoffwithtimetospare.Ohshitiam soolate.Igetoff

andrunofflikeaiam beingchasedbyadog.Oneguysays"Slowdownsisterrruzophuka."

Iignoreandrunoff.Shithereisthecarbehindme.TheBMW X6.Heslowsdownandrollsthe

windowandialsoslowdown.

"boltman."

Me:"Nxx,GoshMenziiam lateandHRisgonnagetmeintrouble."

Menzi:"(turningtheignitionoffandgettingout.)theywouldn'tdaredothattotheesoontobe

MrsQwabe."

iblushandheflasheshismilliondollorsmileatme.Goshman

Me:"(blushing)phelathisisaworkplaceMrQwabenothome."

hestepscloserandholdsmywaist

Menzi:"UshokanjaloMkami?(ohyousaysomyWife?)

Me:"Ahhyesisaysoandiam notyourwife."

Menzi:"Mmmh."
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hesays.Thereissilencebetweenusandiknowheisdrillingmewithhiseyes.

Me:"canigo,iam latealready"

Menzi:"akissforagoodday?"

Me:"butweareatwork."

heputshisotherhandaroundmywaistpullingmeclosertohim.

Menzi:"Iam thebosssoidon'tcare"

hesaidthatandalreadyhismintybreathishittingmylips.Theycollidedandwekissed,gosh

hegetsmeeverytime.Ibreakthekissandhelayshisforeheadonminewhilelookingintomy

eyes.

Menzi:"iloveyouLandiswa"

Me:"(blushing)ILoveyoutooQwabe."

Menzi:"shit!!Youaredoingthingstomebaby"

ilaughandgetoffhisgrip

Me:"callmelunchtimetosortyou."

Isaidthatwalkingawayandheshoutedaftermewithhandsinhispocket.Iturnedandsmiled.

Menzi:"Onedaybaby,youwillwakeupnexttothis!!"

ilaughblockingmymouthwhilehepointstohisspearandirunoffintothebuilding.

HyIdidn'tintroducemyself.MynameisLandiswaDlaminiandiam 23yearsold.Idon'thave

highereducationthanMatriccertificate.Igrewupwithmystrict,churchlovingandkind

grandmotherMaDlams,yeahshestillbeatsyouup,bigorsmallandmycutelittlecousin

NtombenhleDlaminiwhois6yearsold.Sheissoadorableandyoucan'tresisthercharms.I

am datingmyboss.Yesandilovehim tothecore.Wehavebeendatingforayearnowandi

mustsayihaveneverbeenhappierwithanyone.HisnameisMenziQwabeandPrinceofthe

KhanyisaKingdom.Whenhemarrieshewillbeappointedking.Hehasatwinbrotherandhis

nameisMuzikayiseQwabeandasister.Theyarecooliguessandihavenevermethisparents

butonedayhesaidiwillandihopeso.Ihaveanoldersisterandamotherandmysisterlived

withmymother.Justbecausemydaddiedandleftnothingmymotherwantednothingtodo

withme.sheworshipsmysisterJustbecauseshemarriedaconstructioncompanyownerand

hasaBcom inAccounting.Shehatesmysight.Ihopeendswellformeandthere'smoretobe

revealed.
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INSERTTWO

.

.

Sometimesyoujustwishthatyoucanopensomeone'seyesyouknow.Thosewhoare"drunk

inlove"andareblindedbyitnotknowingthattheyaregettinghurtintheprocess.That'showi

feelforLandiswa.Sheissweetandkindandallofthatbutmybrotherisgreedy.Forhisown

selfishreasons.Igetoftheelevatorandwalktowardshisofficeandsheissearchingforafile

underherdeskandshefinallyfindsitbutbumpsherheadonthedesk"Ouch"shecriesout.I

wanttolaughbutiholdmyself.Shegetsoutwhilerubbingherheadandlooksatme.

Landiswa:Don'tlaughplease

Inodwhilelookingather.Whydoesn'tmytwinbrotherlethergoforsomeonewhowillactually

loveandmakeherworthsomething.Notasidechickheismakinghertobe.Heshouldtake

hersecondwifeifhehastobutheisagainstthatidea.Believeme,wehavetriedwith

Nomazuluanditneverworked.Hewon'thearanyofit.

Landiswa:"heisnotbusy"

Inodandshetiltsherheadlookingatmeweird.Iwalkoffandjustgetinhisofficewithout
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Knocking

"Eyiwhichparentsfailedtoteachyoumanners!"

Me:"ItsourParents"

Helooksupandclickshistongueandilaughbeforewebrohug.

Menzi:"Qwabetwo"

Ichuckle

Me:"MrQwabe.Howismysisterinlaw?"

Hesighs.

Menzi:"Eishdude"

Hetakesbottledwaterandhandsonetome

Me:"Whatiswrong?"

Menzi:"sheispregnant"

Thatisgreatnews

Me:"Youshouldbehappy"

Menzi:"yahbutiwantedtomakeLandiswapregnantwithmyfirstchild"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Marryherthen.Youseem toloveher"

Menzi:"Idoandilovemywifetoo.Eishidon'tdon'tdon'tdon'tknow"

Me:"Alliam sayingisdon'thurtthem toomuchcauseyouwillloosethem both"

Menzi:"Ihearyou.Whereisyoursister?"

Me:"Am imarriedtoherperhaps?"

Hechuckles

Menzi:"Noiam justasking"

Me:"Partyingsomewhereyouknowher.Dadisaskingforusthisweekend"

Menzi:"idon'tknowaboutthiskingthing"
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Onethingiknowisthatidon'twanttobekingeither.

Me:"Youwillbechosencauseyouaremarried"

Menzi:"heyhowaboutyouMarryLandiswaandyoubecomeKingbutwon'tchowher.Idoit"

Ilaugh

Me:"Areyouthatmuchofadogtosellsomeoneyoulovelikethat"

Menzi:"UsuqalilebeingHolierthanthou"

Iraisedmyhands

Me:"Ayiidon'twannabeking"

Menzi:"Eishyeahyouareright.WhyisNomazulunotQueen?"

Me:"wewillhavetoaskthatSaturday.Ijustcametodropthese"

Iputthefilesonthetable

Menzi:"Thanks.Ihavebeenwaitingonthem today"

Me:"Sho.Sayhitomykiddo"

Menzi:"Eish.Iam notreadytobeafather"

Heisreallynotready.Heneedstogrowupfirstbeforebeingone

Me:"Can'targue"

Heclickedhistongueandichuckledandwalkedout.

Landiswa:"Amandaiam tootiredfrom lastnightspartyandididn'tevendrink"

Shewastalkingonthephone.Ishookmyhead.Mybrotherthoughbebreakingabeautiful

girl'sheartlikethat.Sheisworthmorethanhim.Thisfamilyeven.

Landiswa:"Ihaveababyyouknowthat"

Shegiggles.Wow.Idon'tknowifMenziknowsthis.

Landiswa:"ComeSaturdayformydaughter'sbirthdayplease."

Shesmiles.Shelooksveryfondofherchild.Igetintheelevatoranditclosesandgoesdown.

Thisismessedupitellyou.
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INSERTTHREE

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Yohiam sotiredfrom workandnotonlythatbutalsomyNuna.Iknowiam datingmyboss

andallbutthatguyisirresistible.Igetoffthetaxiandthankthedriverandwalkmywayinside

thehouseanddroptheheelsinthekitchen.Isigh.Thisisourhome.Whatandallwehave.

Me:MaDlams!!

Ishoutout.

Gogo:EyiVoetsekwena,Iam olderthanyou.Don'tshoutlikeyouareshoutingatadog!!

Me:Eishsorry

Shecameinandputthepotatoesinthepot.Ilookedather.
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Me:WhereisNtombi?

Gogo:shewenttodohomeworknextdoor

Me:Shouldicook?

Gogo:Nodon'tweate.

Inodded.Sheheldmyhand

Gogo:Iam proudofyouLandiswa.Youaretryingyourbestandiseeitandiwanttosaythank

you

Ismile.Ihugher

Gogo:Ayiphela

Welaugh

Ntombiwalksinwithherbooks.

Ntombi:Laaah!!

Gogo:Ntombenhle

Ntombi:Sorrygogo

IcrouchandkissHercheek

Me:Howwasschool?

Ntombi:itwasok

Me:youaregonnabethenextDrAngini?

Shenodded

Ntombi:OrChef

Welaugh.Shekissesmycheek

Ntombi:Iam tired.Goodnightlaah

Ikissherandsheskipsoff.

Gogo:Ican'tbelievesheisgrowing

Me:Sheisreally.Eishgogoiam tiredtoo.Seeyoutomorrow morning

Gogo:Ifyoudon'twakeupearlyiam gonnapourwateronyou
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Me:Haah

Gogo:TryMaDlams

Shewalkedoffwhileilaughed.Myphonepinged.Itookitout.

**Imissyouasalways**

Ismile.Tellmehowcaninotlovethismanrighthere.Ifoundmyselfgigglingandrollingback

Me:Godisgood.

Ididn'treplybutkepthim waiting.

INSERTFOUR

Iwenttoputmybagdownandihaveamessagefrom AmandasayingMandla'sfriendis

hostingahousewarmingpartythisweekend.Iremindherthatican'tgobecauseitsNtombi's

birthdayonSaturdayandiwanttospoilher.ShesaysafterbecauseitsgoestillSunday.Haibo

isitaClubthing?Isighthisgirldoesn'tgiveup.IrememberiwascalledtoMenzi'sofficeand

istarttofixmydressandistruttohisoffice.Iknockandiheara"comein"beingcommanded

andheiswithhisbrotherMuzi.Igetshyinfrontofthebothofthem.

Menzi:"Closethedoor"

IdojustthatandiwalkinfurtherandMuziNodswithasmileandiam charmed.Isitdownand

itseemslikemeandmyboothangMatchedtoday.Colourwise.

Me:"Youaskedformesir?"

Menzi:"Thisthingofyoucominglateisbecomingtoofrequentnow."

Me:"Iam awareandiam reallysorry.It'sjustthesedaysworkandhomeproblemshavegotme

swoopedandipromisetoneverbelateagain."

Muzi:"Homeproblems?"
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Heseemsconcerned.Iclearmythroat.

Menzi:"Homeandworkaredifferentplaces.Whathappensathomeshouldn'taffectyourwork

ethichereinthiscompanyLandiswa.Here"

Hehandsmeapaper

Me:"Am ifired?"

Menzi:"Noitsawrittenwarning."

Itookalookatthepaperanditsasecondone,waitwhendidigetthefirstone?

Me:"Idon'trememberhavingthefirstone"

Isaylookingconcernedcauseiknowthirdwarningandiam jobless.

Menzi:"TheCapeincident."

Me:"Butitwasn'tevenmyFaultMenzi!"

Menzi:"MrQwabetoyouanddon'traiseyourvoiceatme."

Tearsprickledmyeyes.AllicouldthinkaboutisLittleNtombi,gogo.Thosearethepeopleiam

workingfor.Iftheyhavefoodandclothestheniam good.Idon'tcareabouttherest.

Me:"Iunderstand.Thankyou"

Menzi:"Iwantthatsignedbytheendoftheday"

Whatdididotodeservesuchcrueltytoday?Whathashappenedtomysweetlovingboyfriend.

MyPrince.IunderstandthewarningforbeinglatebutcomeonCindyfrom HRistheone

responsiblefortheCapedealtobackfirenotme.

Muzi:"That'sabitharsh"

Menzi:"Itsmycompanybrobackoff.It'seitherwegetbacktoworkoryoucomebackanother

time."

Muzi:"anothertimeisneeded"

Hegotupandleft.

Me:"Canihaveapen?"

Hethrewitacrosstomeanditookit.Iwasatthevergeofcryingbutidon'twanthim tosee

that.Isignedandgaveittohim andthenwalkedout.Thetearsmadetheirwaydownmy

cheeks.
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.

.

.

*MENZI*

.

.

.

Isighedwhenshewalkedout.Thetearsthatwerealmostinhereyesbrokemyheartintopieces.

Iloveherandiwishimethersoonerandmadehermywifebutialsolovemywifesomuch.

Nowthatsheispregnantineedtodorightbyher.Ineedtofuckiam frustratedbutiknow

landiswawon'tgiveittomeafterwhatijustdid.Mywifecallsmeandismile.

Me:"myQueen"

Ihearhergiggle.ShewasnamedMbaliyomhlababymyfamilyaftermarriage

Mbali:"Heybaby,Imissyou"

Me:"butyouwereinmyarmsthismorning"

Mbali:"Iknow ,It'sthisbabyandbesidesiwannacomeandvisityouatworkduringlunchtime.

"

Me:"Iwouldlovethatbaby"

Isaywithawidesmile.

Mbali:"ok,LetmegomyKing.HasitbeendecidedwhowillbekingbetweenyouandMuzi?"

Me:"dadsaidhewillinform ustwoweeksaftermonthend"

Mbali:"ihopeit'syou"

Me:"ofcauseit'smebaby.IhavegotaQueentorulewith"

Shegiggles.Ahhjoytomyheart.

Mbali:"okbyebabyMncwaa"

Me:"sharp"

Ihangupandcarryonwithwork.
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.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

Aftercryingmyself.OhNkosiiwon'teventellgogoaboutthiscauseshewillbeatmeuptilli

never,evergetawrittenwarningfrom here.IcarryonwithmyworkuntilitisLunchtime.I

decidedtogototheRestaurantacrossthebuildingandgetmyselfsomethingtoeatand

maybesomewinetoDuduzamyself.Itakemybagandphoneandistandupandiwalktothe

elevator.Itopensandmyeyesmeetsuchabeautifulwoman.Ilookatherstomachandsheis

pregnantandseemstosuither.Itwasn'tabigstomachbutbecauseofthetightdresssheis

wearingyoucanclearlyseethatsheispregnant.

Me:"ohHi"

Igiveoutmymostgenuinesmileandshelooksatmeupanddownanditfadesaway.

Her:"youworkhere?"

Me:"Yes"

sheclickshertongue

Her:"theSkankstheseQwabeMenhire"

Woahuthenikemanje?Shegotmeonthewrongday

Me:"Lalelakesisiweweaveefananomsilawenja.Singajwayelanikabi.Lesihlahlaogibhele

kusoothiuk'wehlakusongobaengathisiyakuhlulaandngekeumelanenami,angisonaisifebe,

kuyashounyokowayehambaekufundisaamanyalaingakhouhambauzokhulumaushidi

kubantu.Ngaphindeukhiphelawomagamakuminauzozitholausubhanqananaloludonga

ngiyakutshela(listernhereladywithaweavelikeadog'stail,Don'tshitonme.Thattreethat

youareon,Isuggestyoucomedownfrom itbecauseitseemstobeadifficulttaskforyouto

handleandyouwon'tbeabletohandleme.Iam notahoe,ittellsthatyourmothertaughtyou

shitbecauseyouarevomintingshittopeople.Don'tyoueversaythosewordstomecauseyou

willfindyourselfkissingthiswall.)"

Sheslappedme.Ichuckled.
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"whatisgoinghere?"

ItwasMenzi.Ididn'twanttobeinhispresenceatthemoment.Igotintheelevatorandit

closed.Ibreathedinandoutbeforeitopenedandiwalkedout.Iwalkedoutofthebuilding.I

justwanttobeoutofhereandcalm myangerdown.Worsedayshame.Igotoutandibumped

intoMuzi,Iwasn'tinthemoodforhim.Iwalkedpasthim buthegottograbmefast

Muzi:"Heyiam heretogetyou"

Me:"iam notinthemoodforcompanyandalsoiam yourbrother'sgirlfriend.Thisshouldn't

behappening"

hechuckledabitandputhishandsinhispocket.Damnwhydoeshehavetolooksosexy?He

lickedhisbottom lipniceandslowlybeforespeaking.

Muzi:"girlfriendiknowthat."

Thewayhesaid"Girlfriend"itslikeheknewsomethingididn'tknowabout.

Me:"istheresomethingthatyouknow?"

Muzi:"no,Noatall."

Hesmiles,weird.Hethenfrowns.

Muzi:"whathappenedhere?"

Hetoucheswherethatthingslappedme

Me:"somegorgeouspregnantwomanslappedme,arghwhyam ievencomplimentingher?!"

Muzi:"itsbecauseyouhaveagoodheart.Comeletsgo"

Hetakesmyhandandheleadsustohiscarandheopensthedoorforme.Igetinandthe

shivers.HecloseditandIwatchedhim goaroundthecartohissideandhegotinanddroveoff

totherestaurant.Wegotthereandgotoutandifeltsoconfidentinhisarm whileheheldmy

waist.Goshthisismyboyfriend'stwin.Ishouldn'tfeellikethis.Brushthisnonsenseoff

Landiswa.

Muzi:"SoLala,whoareyou?"

Me:"Lala?Mmmh"

hesmiled.Godthisdarkgodmakesmewetnjewithhispantydroppingsmile.

Muzi:"(sittingdown)orLum lum "

Iblushed.ThewayhesaidLum lum withhisdeeprichvoicegotmeMelting.Hesmiled.
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Muzi:"iam gladihaveaneffectonyou"

Me:"don'tbeflatteredit'sjustthebruisedcheek"

Hetouchedwithhismanlyhands.Ifeltashock

Muzi:"iwilltakeyoutotheDrtogetitchecked"

Me:"itwasaslap.Notlikeiwasgunned"

irollmyeyes.

Muzi:"youhavebeautifuleyes"

Me:"Thankyou"

Weheldagazetoeachother.Whatisthatishappeningtomeunderhispresencethatihave

neverhadbefore?

.

INSERTFIVE

.

.

.

Wewerestillattherestauranthavinglunchandimustsaythatididn'tknowalotaboutMenzi

butiknowalotaboutMuziatthemoment.Weareeatingourmainmealnow.

Muzi:"soyouhaveadaughter"

Hesaidwhiletakingabreakjusttogazeuponmefrom hisfood.

Me:"No,idon'thaveachild"

Hefrownsabitconfused.

Muzi:"Wellidon'twanttoseem likeiam puttingmynoseinyourbusinessbutIoverheardyou

beforetalkingaboutyourdaughter'sbirthdaythisweekend

Me:"Oh"

Uthandaindabaloh.Itookasipfrom thewine

Me:"That'smylittlecousin.Sheislikeadaughtertome"
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Muzi:"Youseem veryfondofher"

Me:"(clearthroat)Sheisallihave.Iam allshehas"

Therewassilencebetweenus.Itookanothersipoffthewine

Me:"sowhenarewehearingweddingbellsfrom you?"

Hechuckled

Muzi:"idon'tknowasyet"

Me:"Mustbehardbeingroyal"

Muzi:"Tellmeaboutit,AsKingmyfatherexpectsalotfrom us.Marriageandgrandchildren

andall"

Me:"Idon'tthinkiwillsettledownuntilNtombiis24andthatislike18yearsfrom now"

Muzi:"Yourlittlecousin?"

Me:"Yes."

Muzi:"Shesoundsadorable.Iwouldlovetomeether"

Me:"IfMaDlamsallowsthat"

Muzi:"Thatsyourmother?"

Me:"Grandmother.Itsjustme,NtombiandmyGrandmother"

Muzi:"Tellmeaboutthem ,yourselfintheprocess"

Ihavenevertoldanyoneaboutmyfamilyorlife.Whydoifeelcomfortabletellinghim?Isit

becausehealsotoldmeabouthisfamilyandhiscrazyunclealso.Thatoneisafunnystoryand

ihaveneverlaughedsohardinmylifeinjustafewminuteswiththisguy.IblushwithMenzi

butwithhim itslikeheenjoyshearingmelaughandgigglecausehejusthasasatisfactory

smilelikeheisdoingagoodjobwithhimself.

Me:"WellNtombi,my6yearoldcousin,loveofmylife.Hermotherusedtoabuseherandwe

didn'tknowtillGogoonedaycamebackwithhertolivewithus.Sheissuchafreesoul.Caring

andloving,onedayshewantstobeaDrorchef.Shehasbigdreamsandverysmarttoo.Sheis

myall.Thenmygrandmotheryohyoudon'twannagothere.Thatwomenismypillarof

strength"

Muzi:"soundlikeAmazingpeople"

Me:"Theyaretome"
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Muzi:"ihopeimeetthem oneday"

Ifithappens.

Me:"Maybe,lookatthetime.Idon'twannabelatebacktoworkagain"

Muzi:"Yeah"

Heclickedhisfingersforthewaiterandaskedifthiscouldbetakeninatakeoutform andwe

gotourfoodandwewalkedout.Heopenedthedoorformeandithankedhim andhewentto

hissideandhegotinanddroveoff.

Muzi:"Thanksforhavinglunchwithme"

Me:"Itsonlyapleasure."

Muzi:"Weshoulddothisagain"

Me:"Iam notsure"

Muzi:"Please"

Hedidthepuppyeyesandilaughed

Me:"Ok,wecan"

Hesmiledandilookedaway.Wegottoworkandthenithankedhim andwalkedinside.Therest

ofthedaywasok.Thatladycamefrom Menzi'soffice.Wegaveeachotherdeathstaresand

thatwasit.Knockofftimecameandipackedmythingsandwalkedoutleaving.Iheard

someonecallingmynameanditwasMenzi.Mentallyirolledmyeyes

Me:"MrQwabe"

Menzi:"Babypleasedon'tdothat"

Me:"it'sLandiswa"

Menzi:"Soyouaremadatme?"

Me:"No,wearestrictlyprofessionals."

Menzi:"Letmetakeyouhome"

Me:"noiwillManagejustfine.Butthanksfortheoffer"

Iturnedandheheldmyhand

Menzi:"Laah"
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Me:"mmmh"

Hepulledmetowherehiscarisandopenedthedoorformeandigotinandhewenttohisside

anddroveoff.Itwassilentandiwasn'tinthemoodtotalktohim.

Menzi:"iam sorrybaby"

Hekissedmyhandthenheldmycheek

Menzi:"whathappenedhere?"

Me:"nothing?"

Menzi:"Itcan'tbenothingwhenit'sthisbad"

Me:"JustdropitMenzi.Iam justyourskankthatyouhired."

Menzi:"youarenotaskank.Youaremywoman"

Ichuckled

Me:"ok."

Thedrivewassilent

Me:"Pleasedropmehereineedtogetthings"

Hesloweddownthecar.Hewantedtoleaninforakissbutigotout.

Me:"Thanks."

Iclosedthedoorandwalkedtowardstherank.Nxthisonethinksiwilljumpwhenitsuitshim.

Heshouldreallythinkagain.

.

.

.

AfewdayspassedanditwasnowNtombi's6thbirthday.Iwokeupearlyandjustcleaned

aroundthehouse.Ihavebeensavingmoneytotakeherandgogoout.Gogogotinandshewas

lookingatme.

Gogo:"uyogananiniuhambe(whenwillyougetmarriedsoyoucanleave)"
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Me:"Awuyoudon'twantmenomore"

Gogo:"youareoldnow"

me:"Iam 23gogo.IwillgetmarriedonceNtombiis24years"

Sheclappedherhands.

Me:"gogetreadyiam almostdonehere"

Gogo:"iam notgoingwithyoutwo,thereisawomen'sprayermeetingiwanttogoto"

Me:"awukwakubike.(howbad)"

Ntombicamerushingin

Gogo:"yeyithisisnottheracetrack.Slowdown"

Shegiggledshowinghermissingtooth.YepitgotoutlastnightandigaveherR10fortooth

fairymoney

Ntombi:"sorrygogo"

Me:"youaredoneeating?"

Shesmilednodding.

Me:"okletmegoandgetdressed"

Shewenttothechairandsatdown.Iwenttogogo'sroom andiwenttogetdressedindenim

jeanswithawhitet-shirtandblacksneakers.Itoppeditoffwithadenim jacket.Ntombiwas

wearingthesame.Ididn'tputanymakeupsoitookmybagandiwalkedout.

Me:"Letsgo,byegogo"

Ntombi:"byemaDlams"

Gogo:"byebantabami"

Wewentouttocatchataxiandwenttothemall.Ntombiwassoexcitedthatiwashappythat

todayigettospoilher.WegotthereandshewasAmazed.Wefirstwenttowatchananimated

moviewhichwaslorex,thenafterthatwewenttoplaysomegames.Shewasjumpingonthe

trampolinegigglingandsmiling.

Ntombi:"Laaahlook"

Me:"youaregood?"

Shenodsandturns.Wewaveateachother.
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"Sheisbeautifullikeyou"

Iturned.Hesmiledatme.

Me:"uhm Hifancyseeingyouhereyourhighnesss"

Hechuckled.Helookedsogoodincasualclothes.Hewasinblackjeanswithblacktshirtand

sneakers,ToppedoffwithawatchandBaseballcap.

Muzi:"(chuckle)JustMuziisfinemylady"

IgiggledNtombicametome.

Ntombi:"Laahiam hungry"

Muzicrouched

Muzi:"sothisisthebirthdaygirl"

shenoddedwithasmile

Muzi:"(playingwithhercheeks)andiseeatoothismissing,didthetoothfairygiveyou

money?"

Ntombi:"Yeshedidsir"

MuzifiddledinhispocketandtookoutaR200Note"

Muzi:"(whispering)hesaidthis shouldalsogiveyouthis"

Me:"Itsfine"

Muzi:"iwantto"

Ntombi:"HaahthankyouBhuti"

Shejumpsonhim hugginghim .Hesmilesandholdshertight.Theybreakit.

Me:"thankyou"

Muzi:"it'snothing,comeletsgohavesomethingtoeatwhereeveryouwant"

Ntombi:"really?"

Muzi:"Yep,wheredoyouwannaeat?"

Ntombi:"McDonalds"

Itellyoutheywerelikeahouseonfireitellyou.Theywalkedoutholdinghandsleavingme

therestanding.
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Ntombi:"laaahcome"

Muzi:"Iam sureyouareashungryLum lum "

Me:"iam sureyoudidn'tcometotakeusout"

Muzi:"nowiam "

Ishookmyheadlaughingandfollowedthem

.

.

INSERTSIX

.

.

.

Ifollowedthem outandiwasshoutoutyepthesetwoforgotthatievenexistedbutwait

McDonald'sisnowherehereinthemallsothatmeansweareleavingthemallright?

Muzi:"Uhhuh"

HesaidwhilelisteningtoNtombiBlabbering

Ntombi:"andLastyearlahboughtabigcakeformeandanewbagsayingishouldkeepitwell"

Muzi:"Andyouarestillkeepingitwell?"

Shenodded.Goshtheylookedsocuteasshewasinhisarmswhiletheytalked.Theystopped

asweweregettingoutofthemall

Muzi:"(takinghisphoneout)Pleasetakeapictureofmeandthisadorablecreature"

Ilaughed

Me:"Ok"

Theycarriedonwiththeirconversationandiwasjusttakingpictureafterpicture.Ihavetosay

Iphonesdothethangshamecausetheylookedbeautiful.WegottoMuzi'scarheopenedthe
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doorandputNtombiin.Theexcitementonherfacewaspriceless.Hethenwalkedaroundafter

closingthedoorandopenedthefrontdoor.

Me:"IwillsitwithNtombi"

Muzi:"Idon'trememberbeingachauffeurandiwillgetbored"

Hemadethepuppyeyesonceagainandilaughedandgotinandheclosedthedoor.Iturnedto

Ntombi

Me:"Youbuckledup?"

Shenodded.

Ismiledather.Muzigotinthecarandbuckledupanddroveoff.

Muzi:"Wellidon'tthinkmymusicissuitableforyouguys"

Ntombi:"CanwehearitBhuti?"

Muzi:"Sure"

HeopenedtheradioandKennylattimore;Allmytomorrows.Ntombiscreamed.Iswearmy

earswereringing.

Muzi:"Iguesssomeonelovesthissong"

Ntombi:"Laahyoursong.Singitformelikeyoudidlastnight"

Muziglancedatmewithasmirkonhislipsmakinghim looksexierthanhealreadyis.

Muzi:"Singforus,iwannahearthis."

Me:"Ican'tsing"

Ntombi:"Youalwaysdoformelaah.Singthissongforme"

Shedidthepuppyeyes,icouldn'tresistthat.

Me:"Ok"

Muzistartedthesongalloveragain.

Me:"Allmyyesterdays,allsoblue

Andtheyspendwaiting,waitingtofindyou

Nowthosesawyesterdays

They'resofarbehind



26

Anotherlifetime

Signyournameonmyfuture

Writeyournameonmyheart

You'retheonethatineedinmylife

Andmyarms

[Chorus]

Allmytomorrowstheyallforyou

Allofmyalways,forallmywholelifethroughmay

Cause,you'retheoneiwant

Togivemytomorrowsto

Youalwayshave

Allmytomorrows,they'reallforyoubabe

Allyoureverydays.Iwillbethere.

Youwillhavenodoubthowmuchthaticare......

Istoppedandiwipedmytears

Me:"Uhm pleasestopthecarabit."

Heglancedatmewithconcern.Hestoppedthecaranditookoffmybeltandgotoffandijust

letitout.ThereisonepersoniliveforbesidesMaDlamsandthatisNtombi,thatswhyialways

sangthissongtoher,itmightbeaLovesongbuttomeitsmorethanthat.Itsmetellingher

howmuchshemeanstomeeverydayandsheismyeverything.Ifeltsomeonehugmefrom

behindandbythescenticouldtellwhoitis.Ifinishedcryingandwipedmyface.Goodthingi

didn'tapplymakeup.Iturnaround

Me:"Sorryaboutthat"

Muzi:"reminderofabadpast?"

Me:"no"

Hehuggedmeandifeltsosafeandatpeaceforthefirsttimeeverinmylife

Muzi:"It'snotreallyagoodsighttoseeyoucry"
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Igiggles

Me:"letmecheckonNtombi"

Heletgoofmeandforsomeweirdreasonhekissedmyforehead.

Muzi:"come"

HetookmyhandandweopenedthebackandNtombiJumpedonme.

Ntombi:"(teary)youpromisedmelaahthatyouwon'tcryanymore"

Me:"sorrybaby,Don'tcry,IalwaystellyouitstearsofJoyandshowshowmuchthissongis

madeforyou"

Shesmiles.

Ntombi:"ok.Asambengilambile(letsgoiam hungry)"

WelaughedandgotintothecarandMuzidroveoff.Weswitchedtoanothersongandnowi

pluggedmyphoneinandwewerelisterningtoKabzadasmallumshove.Muziwassingingit

themostandwouldsmirkhereandtheremakinghim sexy.

Ntombi:"laahyiniukumshovauMbali?"

Me:"uhm ,yohngekeican't"

Muzilaughedandloweredthevolume

Muzi:"hereisMcDonaldsPumpkin"

Ntombilookedoutthewindow.Finally.Thisguyandpetnamesthough.Wegotoutandpeople

werelookingatus.MuziheldmyhandandiheldNtombi'shand.

Me:"arepeoplegonnatakepicturesofus?"

Muzi:"iftheydotheywon'tmakeittoanynewspaperorInternet"

Me:"Okthanks"

wegotinandwewenttoplaceourorders.Afterthatwesatdown.

Ntombi:"laahcanigoandplay?"

Me:"butdon'tyouwanttowaitforthefood?"

Muzi:"lethergoandplay.IwillcallyouPumpkin"

Ntombi:"thankyou"



28

Shekissedhischeek.Heeehhayike(Oneclap.)

Me:"Pumpkin.Nicepetname"

Hechuckled.

Muzi:"(Leaningforwardwithasmirk)isthatjealousyisense?"

Me:"whywouldibeJealousofmylittlecousin.Anditsnotlikewearesomething"

Iwishihadwinerightnow

Muzi:"mmmhifyousayso,soLum lum "

Thewayhesaysit,YoukuvelekuthiNcncubontsisiunyakaze(mybeanjusttwitchs).He

smilesandiblush.Godthisguyisgonnabethedeathofmewithhischarms.

Me:"yes.Yourhighness?"

Muzi:"whenisyourbirthday?"

Me:"Awuithoughtyouknewsinceiam datingyourbrother"

Hisfacechangedabitbutheregainedhispreviousface.Weird.Anyway

Muzi:"wellheissecretiveattimes"

Me:"Ohwell,5September"

Hesmiled.Idon'tknowwhythisguyhassuchaneffectonme.NoLandiswathedevilistesting

youhere.ThisisMenzi'sbrother,Yourbrotherinlawificouldsaysincewearenotmarried,

Yourboyfriend'stwin."

Ourfoodcameasweweretalking.Wejustclick.IguessMuziiseasiertotalktothanMenzi.

Heisallaboutwork,Sexbutromanticabittoo.Alwaysbusy,Weneverreallyspenttimeata

Franchiselikethiseitherthanexpensiveresturantshetakesmeto.NtombiandMuziwerelike

gluedtothehip.WellaftertheMcDonaldstrip.MuziboughtafamilymealformeandNtombi

andgogo.Iprotestedaloteveninpayingiwantedtopaybutyenayohakezwa.

Muzi:"Yohdamnwomanyouarestubborn"

Me:"Itsjustthatyoudon'twanttolistenthatall"

Ntombiwasnowalseepattheback.

Muzi:"letmetakeyouhome"

Me:"noyoucandropusintown"
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Muzi:"Youknowwhat.Iwon'tlisterntoyou.Givemedirectons"

Isighed.Idid.WegothomeandhegotoutandtookNtombi.Iwenttoputeverythingdown

Gogo:"whereisNtombiLandiswa?"

ShewaswatchingTv

Me:"Sheisoutside,Iam gonnafetchhernow"

Gogo:"Youhadagreatdayisee"

Me:"Yes"

Iwalkedoutbarefooted.IgottoMuzi

Me:"Thankyoufortoday"

Muzi:"Itwasfun,Weshoulddoitagain"

Me:"WithNtombiright?Iam sureshewillbehappy"

Muzi:"Orusalone"

Haibowhatishesayingnow.

"HaiboLandiswaakungenekiyininomaubanjweabaphansisingazi!!(Landiswawhyareyou

notcominginside,areyouheldbytheancestors?)"

GoshMaDlams.ItookNtombifrom Muzi'shands.

Gogo:"ohHello,landiswauyenaMkhwenyanaloh?(landiswaisthismysoninlaw?)"

Me:"gogo!"

Gogo:"Gogowokunukasincewhen,Iam MaDlamsmfanawam (Grandmamyasssincewhen

,Iam MaDlamsmyboy)"

Muzichuckledandhandshookgogo'shand

Muzi:"ihaveheardalotaboutyouMah"

Gogo:"goodihope"

Muzi:"yes,Landiswaforgottomentionhowgracefullyyoulook"

Gogo:"Awuphelaintozam ukuguganginganakile(itsmythangtoagelikethis)"

Me:"Canwegoinside.ThanksMuziforeverything"



30

gogo:"Howmanycowsareyouwillingtopay,Notlessthan15myboy"

Me:"therearenocowshere"

Muzi:"Iwillandmoremah"

Gogo:"Good"

Iwantedtodiealready.

Gogo:"GivemethatSackandsaygoodbyetoMkhwenyanaproperly"

Godsaveme.ShetookNtombiandleftwithher.

Me:"Thatwasembarrassing"

Hechuckled

Muzi:"Ilikeher"

Me:"yeah,ihavetogonow.Bye"

iturnedandstartedwalking

Muzi:"Landiswa"

iturned

Me:"yes?"

HecamecloseandHuggedmethenkissedmyforhead.Itfeltsogoodbeinginhisarmsfor

thosesecondsbuttheyfeltlonger.Itookinhisscentandwebrokeitoff.

Muzi:"Iwillseeyou"

me:"Yeah,Thanksagain"

Muzi:"alwaysapleasure"

Iwalkedbackinthehouse.Ismeltmyjacketgoshitsmeltjustlikehim.Imeltedthereand

there.

.

.

.
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INSERTSEVEN

.

Todayiwokeuphavingapurposeofsomesortiknewiwouldnailthatmeetingandsecurethat

Millionsdealnodoubtallbecauseofsomepeopleputasmileonmyfaceforthepasttwodays.

Igotoutofmybedandiwenttotakeashower.Tookalongonejustenjoyingthewaterand

thenigotoutandwrappedmywaistinatowelandwalkedout.Itookmyphoneanddialedmy

PA'snumber.SheansweredinaSeductivevoice

"MrQwabe"

Me:"Gugu,Howareyou?"

Gugu:"Goodsiryouknow"

Me:"That'sgoodcanyoupleasecalltheflowershopandgetmewhitelilies,Alsoget

chocolateanditshouldbesenttoMybrother'scompany"

Gugu:"Whatshouldthemesaagebesir?"

Me:"Youlookbeautifultoday,Justthat"

Gugu:"Uhm Sir......."

Me:"sendittoMsDlamini,LandiswaDlamini"
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Gugu:"Oh"

Icouldhearapangofdisappointment.

Me:"Gotit?"

Gugu:"yessir.Itwillbedeliveredsoon."

Me:"Okthankyou"

Ihungupandwenttolotiontheniworemynavysuitwithacrispwhiteshirt,NotieandBrown

Loafers.Iworemywatchfrom mywatchcollectionandithenwalkedoutandtookmyphone

andwentdownthestairs.Iwasgreetedbythecleaningcrew.Theyareusuallyearlyon

mondays.Igreetthem andiam onmywayout.Igetintomyr8Andidriveofftotheofficewhile

listerningtoLoveontopbybeyonceplayedontheradiostation.Itstoopoppyandnotforme

butthewordssayitall.IgettotheofficeandmyMotherishere.Whendidshearrive.She

comesandhugsmeasiplacemylaptop.

Mom :"Ohmfanawami(ohmyboy)"

Me:"Ndlovukazihowareyou?"

Mom :"Iam notwell"

Me:"Whywhatiswrong?"

Igetconcerenedabouther

Mom :"Idon'thavegrandkids"

Me:"MenziandMbaliareexpecting?"

Mom :"Iheard.Butwena?"

Me:"Whataboutme?"

Mom :"Anygirlnyana"

Iautomaticallysmiled.Iswearididn'tplanthat

Me:"Nothing"

Mom :"Ohitcan'tbenothing.Come"

shesatmedown

Mom :"Detailsnow"

Me:"Iam notagirl.ThisisatalkyoushouldhavewithNomazulu".
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Nomazuluisoursister

Mom :"Haiboboyforwhowenagirltalk"

Ichuckled

Me:"Sheisjustafriend"

Mom :"Thatyoulike"

shesquealed

Me:"AwholeQueenactingcrazy.Iam surethepresswouldpayforthis"

Shehitsmyshoulder

Mom :"Youareforward"

Ichuckled.

Mom :"Youaregonnainvitehertothecorinationright?"

Me:"Whenisitagain?"

Mom :"Don'tannoyme,don'ttellmeyouforgot"

Ilookedather

Mom :"MuzikayiseQwabe"

Me:"Sorry"

Mom :"Nextweek"

Me:"shortnoticeandyouhaven'ttolduswhoisgonnatakethecrown"

Mom :"Iknowyoudon'twantitoryoudo?"

Me:"No,handlingakingdom istoomuchforme."

Mom :"Okkebutbetheretosupportyourbrotherandcallthatfriendofyourstocome.Iwanna

seeher"

Me:"hayiNdlovukazi"

Shestoodupandkissesmyforehead

Mom :"Itsanorder,byeiam goingshopping"

Me:"enjoy"
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Mom :"Iwill,itsnotmymoneyafterall"

ishakemyheadasshewalksout.Boyam igladiam nottheonebecomingking.Thelifeilivei

don'twanttobegoodinfrontofmypeopleandwhileIknowwhatidointhedark.No.Thatsnot

whatiwantandtheideaofmovingtoKznandlivingthereno.IlikePretoriarightasitis.Gugu

walkedin,Shewaswearingashortblackdressthatwasholdingontoherbody.Bigboobswhich

shemostlyshowsoff.Shealwayswanttofindawayofseducingme.Ilaybackonmychair

Gugu:"gooddaysir,Youhaveonlyonemeetingtodayanditsat14:00buttherestoftheday

youareclear."

Me:"didyousendtheflowers?"

Sheclearsherthroatandfixesherdress

Gugu:"yessir"

Me:"Ihopeso.Closethedooronyourwayoutanddon'tletanybodythroughunlesstheyhave

anappointment."

Gugu:"yessir"

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Istartedworkingforthedayandthereisalotofworkthat

needstobecompletedinashortamountoftime.Lunchtimecameandiusuallyhaveashake

forthatwheniam swappedinwork.Iheardcommotionoutsidemydooranditbustedopen.

Herbeautifulangryface.Damnhowdidifallforthiswoman?sheisperfectionwithouteven

tryingorputtingeffort.Sheisinaredbodyhuggingdressthatisaboveherkneeswithblack

heelsandhasherhairinabun.Nomakeupandnatural.SheputsherbagonthetableandGugu

isonhertail.ShelooksbackatGugu

Gugu:"Sirireallytriedtostopher"

Me:"itsokGugu"

Gugulookedannoyed.Shecameandperkedmylips.Iam surprisedbutlovingit

Landiswa:"heybaby"

ShelookedbackatGuguandipulledhertomeandsatheronmylapandkissedherandshe

respondedwhilemoaninginmylips.Goshitellyouigotabonerthereandtherejustoffher

sweetmoanandshesmelledsodamngood.Weheardthedoorbangandshepulledout.

Landiswa:"WhatwasthatallaboutMrQwabe?"

Me:"Nothing,whatwasthatallabout?"

Landiswa:"arghijustwantedtoannoyher,Iknowshehashotsforyou"
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Ichuckled

Me:"jealousMsDlamini?"

Landiswa:"Nope.Asikhulume(letstalk)"

Shesatonmybonerwhilelookingatme.Sheisusinghercharmsandgoddamnarethey

working.Shesmiles.

Landiswa:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyourbrotherismarried?"

Shit!

Me:"uhm ....."

Shelookedscarynowandwasn'tsweetatall

Me:"listenLum lum "

Iheldherwaistitfeltsorightanddamngood.

Landiswa:"Muzikayiselalela(ListenMuzikayise)ihavebeendatingyourtwinforayearnow

andyoudidn'tevengivemeahintthattheguyismarried.Ifeellikeafoolforlovinghim and

givinghim myall.ForfucksakesIgavehim myvirginity"

Shecries.Goshthisisdeep.Hercriespiercemyheartandleavesitbleeding.Ipullhertome

andhushher.Shesniffsandiwishtotakeallherpainaway.Ishouldhavedonesomething

Me:"Lum lum Iam sorryfornotsayinganything.IttriedtellingMenzitoletyougobuthe

wouldn'thearanyofit.Itwasn'tmyplaceeithertosayanything.Iam sorryyouarehurtingand

crying.Idon'tdom likethat"

Shepulledherselfoffmeandiwipedhertears.

Me:"Don'tevercrycauseyoulookugly.Onlytearsofjoy"

shechuckled.

Landiswa:"igotthatfrom you.Iguessioverreacted.Iam sorryMuzi"

Me:"HawuigaveyouaPetmamegivemeonetoo"

shelaughed

Landiswa:"Ok,Uhm Bear"

Me:"Bearreally?"

Landiswa:"yes,itsbecauseyougivewarm bearhugs"
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Me:"(smiling)youwantone?"

Shedivedinmyarmsandiwrappedthem aroundherbody.Sheinhaledmeinandididthe

same.Thisisperfect.Iwishshecanstayinmyarmsforever.Westayedforsometimetillshe

pulledout.

Landiswa:"Thankyou"

Shesmiledandididtoo.Goshsheisbeautiful.

Me:"HowisMaDlamsandNtombi?"

Landiswa:"yohthatonedoesn'tshutup,sheisphoningtheuncleseverydaytotellthem tobe

preparedforlobolaarghitoldherwearefriendsandshesaidhayiwena,Iknowthesethings

minaiain'tnofoolkeepupwiththeprogram kid"

Ilaughedgoshthatgrandmotherissomethingelse.

Landiswa:"AndNtombiMissesyou"

Me:"Iwillcomeandtakehersowecanhaveadayout"

Landiswa:"Luckyhermmmh"

Me:"youcancome"

Landiswa:"ayinoitsfine"

Shetookherbagandtookoutachocolatewithapicture

Landiswa:"shedidthisyesterday"

Itwasabeautifulcard.Cute

Me:"Thankyouforthebestbirthdayever.Neverhaveieverhadsomuchfun.Youareforkeeps

bearlovepumpkin"

Thisissosweet.

Me:"Iseeyoualreadyhadanameforme"

Landiswa:"maybe,Maybenot"

Me:"Sheisspecial"

Therewasaknockonthedoor

Me:"Comein"
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Guguwalkesinwithfood.Shewasstompingherfeet.

Landiswa:"ohthefoodishere.Thankyoudollyouareastarletmepay"

Me:Iwillpay"

Landiswa:"Iam theonewhoordered,Don'tannoyme"

ichuckled

Me:"okbabe"

iperkedherlipsandshepaid.

Landiswa:"Nowwherewerewe?"

Shesaidsittingonme

Landiswa:"sisipleaseclosethedooronyourwayout"iwantedtolaughbuticontainedmyself.

Guguwasfuming.Sheturnedherheelsandwalkedoutangrythenbangedthedoor.

Landiswa:"seeshelikesyou"

Me:"butilikeyou"

ToosoonDudetoosoo.Sheleanedforwardandherlipsweretouchingmine.Myheartwas

beating

Landiswa:"OhisitMrQwabe"

Me:"(swallow)yeah"

Myenemiesdon'thavetoseethis.Howweakiam toawoman.Shelaidherlipsandshe

startedkissingmeandididn'thesitatetokissherbackiheldherwaistandmybonergrewand

grewbytheminute.Theelectircsparkbetweenuswasthere,Thelustsandwarmthwasthere.I

couldn'texplainwhatitwasbutilovedbeingathermercy.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.
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Goshidon'tknowwhatorhowtoexplainwhatmeandMuziaredoing,Itfeelssoniceandi

knowy'allaregonnajudgemebutiam movingon.WhatdotheysayohASWEMOVEMNTASE

!! anywayMenzihasbeenblowingupmyphone.Thatisanotherproblem.Imeanilovedthe

guyforayear,waitwhyam iusingpasttense.Ilovehim imean.Ihaveevenchangedmysim

card.OneotherthingNtombiandGogokeepontalkingaboutMuzilikeeverydayanditsboring

nowyoh.

"Gal!!"

Iknow thatvoiceanywhere.IjumpupandruntoherandMenziislookingatus.Hisofficedoor

isopen.Heisonacall

Amanda:"Ihavemissedyou,HowisNtombi?"

Me:"Goodshemissesyou"

Amanda:"iwillvisit,stillwithMrCreamysauce?"

Me:"No"

Amanda:"Hawuwhy?"

Me:"Iwilltellyoulater"

"Landiswa"

Amanda:"Heiscallingyou"

Me:"Arghthankschomiforcomingandseeingme"

Amanda:"Itswhatfriendsarefor,Heymyplacefriday"

Me:"Party?"

Amanda:"Iwillcallyouandtellyouthedetails"

Me:"Okbyebabes"

Wehuggedandsheleft.Imissedhershame.IwalkedintoMenzi'soffice

Menzi:"Closethedoorplease"

Me:"whysoyourwifecanslapmeandcallmeaskank?"

hesighed

Menzi:"Baby"
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Me:"WearepastthatstagewhenyouliedtomeMuzi"

Shit!WhathaveyoudoneLandiswa.HISTWINREALLY?

Menzi:"DidyoujustcallmeMuzi?LikemybrotherMuzi?"

Me:"Niyafana.Itslipped"

iheldmymouth

hebanggedthetableandijumped

Menzi:"fuckareyoufuckingmybrother?"

Me:"No"

Menzi:"Landiswadon'tlietome.wedon'tlookthesamesodon'tfuckwithme!!!"

Me:"Velewhatwedoisnonofyourbusinessheisnotalyingjerklikeyou!"

Isawsstarsasfastasthewind.Hejustslappedme.Ilookedathim andhecalmeddown.His

facewassofterintorelisationofwhathehaddone.

Menzi:"Laahiam s......"

Iwalkedoutcryingandibumpedintosomeone.

Muzi:"Hey"

Me:"Nothing"

helookedatmycheekandhiseyesturnedred.Soscaryiwasevenscaredofhim too.

Menzi:"Whoslappedyou?"

"laahi"

hepushedmeasideandjumpedonMenzi

Me:"No!Muzi!"

Everythingwashappeningsofast

Muzi:"Youslapher.Youfuckenputyourhandsonheraftertheshityoudidtoher!!!"

Hewasroaringthewords.ThankgodthisfloorhasonlytheCeoofficeandmyplacesoitsthe

threeofus.Irantowheretheicanrestricttheelevatorfrom cominghere.ialsowenttoclose

thedoorthatledtothe stairs.Youknowpeoplelovedramaandputitoutintheinternet.Think

aboutit"QWABEPRINCESFIGHTOVERPAISSUEAFFAIR"thatisnotgood.Ithenwenttothem
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andtriedtopullMuzioffMenzi.Hepushedmeandifellandiscremaed.

Me:"ouch!"

Hestoppedandrushedtome.

Muzi:"Lum lum youok?"

Me:"yeahithink,Lookatyourhands.GoshMuzitheyarefullofblood!"

Muzi:"don'tworry"

howcaninot.IlookovertowhereMenziis.

Me:"Menzi"

Hewasn'tmoving.Imovedcloserifelthispulseitstherebutabitweak

Me:"ohmygosh.CallanAmbulance"

Muzi:"Shit!"

HedidthatwhileitriedtocheckonMenzihereandthereanditwasgettingweakerbytime.

Menzi:"theyareontheirway,Idon'twanthim todiethoughhedeservedit"

Me:"letsgocleanyourhandsthenopenallentrances"

Muzi:"Youclosedthem ?"

Me:"ThefightwouldhavemadetheheadlinesandgoingViralbynow.Itwouldruinyour

imagesasprincesandbusinessmen"

hewashedhishandsandwipedthem thenheldmyhead.

Muzi:"iknowitssoonbut........."

Helaidhistenderlipsontomine.Hisbreathingwaswarm andhiscologneinviting.Hejust

pausedforawhile,whilejusttakinginallofthatsabouttohappenandsoam i.Hethenfinds

hisperfecttimetopartmylipsandishouldberestrictingbutmyheartsays"goforitMohgal".

Crazyrightiknow.Hishandsmovedfrom myfaceandtomywaistbringingmecloser.Guysi

wanttosaythisbutnofeelingbeatsthefeelingofaguybringingyouclosertohim while

kissingandyoufeelhishardonyoulikemygod.Imoanedinhismouthandhegroaned.Goshit

soundssodeepfrom hissexyvoiceandmuchsexierashisvoiceisdeeperfrom thisheat.He

pickedmeupandiwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandheputmeonthesinkandibrokethe

kiss.

Me:"WehavetocheckonMenzi"
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Muzi:"(hoarsevoice)yeah,goalongiam rightbehindyou"

Hegotmedownandkissednyforehead.Somethingiam notusedto.Iwentoutfixingmyself

damniam horny.Igotoutandsoontheparamedicscamerushinginthroughtheelevator,

TheygottoMenzianddidtheirthingsandtheytookhim away.

Muzi:"Come"

Wefollowed.Peoplearoundherelookingatusquestioningbutwedidn'tlookatthem.Forsure

howawholeprinceandyoungestMillionaireinSAwashospitalizedwillhethereontheInternet.

WegotinMuzi'scar,hedroveoff.

Me:"Hewillbeok"

Muzi:"Yeah"

hefaintsmiled.Iam worriediwon'tliebutihavetobestrong.WegottothehospitalandMuzi

stoleaperkbeforewegotout.Waitwhatisthatwearedoing?Landiswayouareabitchyoh!!

.

.

Wehavebeensittingforhoursatthehospitaltillidecidedthatishouldgohome.Muzioffered

totakemehome,ididn'twanttoatfirstbuteventuallyiagreed.Hedroppedmehomeandsaid

heisgoingtohishousetochange.Thisisamessreallyandwhenweleftthehospitalitproved

tobedifficult.SeemsliketheQueeniscomingtomorrow .Iam scaredreallyandthisisallmy

fault.IgotinanditwasQuiet.Imeanitspast9pm nowsowhywasIexpectingeveryonetobe

up.Itookoffmyclothesandtookmymatressandlaidonitandjustcried.IhopeMenzigets

better.Iwanttoapologise.Ididn'tmeantocallhim Muziitjustslippedoutofmytongue.

"laaah"

IwipemytearsfastandlookupanditsNtombirubbinghereyes

Me:"HeyAwulelengani?(whyareyounotasleep?)"

Shelaysnexttome.

Ntombi:"Iwanttosleepwithyou"

Shesayssnugglingcloserandiholdher.Sheismyeverything.

Me:"Youwantmetosingyoutosleep?"
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Shenodded.

Me:"OkLalaKahle"

Sheadjustedherselfandistartedsingingforher.

Me:"Allmytomorrows.Theyallforyou

Allofmyalways.

Forallmywholelifethroughmay

Causeyou'retheoneiwant

Iwanttogivetomorrow to

Youalwayshave

Allmytomorrows

They'reallforyouBaby"

Shehasclosedhereyesandwasasleep.Ikissedhercheekandrestedafterher

.

.

[TWODAYSLATER]

Yohithasbeenhectic.TheQueenisaniceintimidatingwoman.Shehascometooverseethe

company.Iam gladMenziisrecoveringinhisstate.Idon'tknowwhatiwouldbeifsomething

elsehappened.Ihaven'theardfrom MuziandsoastheQueenbutithinkitsforthebest.Right

nowineedoneofAmanda'sparties.Igiveheracall

Amanda:"Mngoh"

Me:"Friendship,isthereanypartypoppingupthisweek"

Amanda:"Haibowhathappened?Youdon'tlikeparties.Ievendragyoutothem "

Me:"Eyiungabuzi(don'task.)ijustneedtodistress."

Amanda:"Iwillvisit.Mandlahasn'tsaidanything.Sozwangaye(wewillhearfrom him )"

Me:"oksharp"

IhangupandTheQueenmakesherwaytome.Istandupimmediatelyandbowmyheadabit.



43

Queen:"YoumayriseLandiswa"

Me:"Canigetyouanything?"

Queen:"canyougivebirthtoaboyformyson?"

Shelooksfrustrated.

Queen:"iam sorry.ItsjustMbaliissupposedtogivebirthtoaboynotagirl."

Me:"Uhm itsstillearlyMyQueen.Givethem time."

Queen:"Time?Youknowthecorinationissoon?"

Me:"Ithappensattimesyougetagirlfirstthenboy.Ibelieveinpatienceandwomenare

dominatingtheworldnow"

Shesmiles

Queen:"Youright.Yousmartilikeyou,keepthatup.Ihavetotalktomyhusband.Excusemea

bit."

Shewalkedoff.Thatwomanisagracefulwoman.PradatoGuccitoL.V.nicehairandgood

perfumeandall.Sheisflawless

IsitbackdownonmydeskandmyphoneVibrates.ItsMuzi,whatdoeshewant?Weshouldbe

distancingourselves.

MUZI****Imissyou****

Ismiled.Ijustleftthemessagelikethat.Itwastouchingreally.Iwon'tlie,ididmisshim abit

also.Icarryonwithworkandmyphonevibratesagain.Itshim ,2messages.

Iopenthem.

MUZI***Caniseeyou?****

****iam comingtofetchyou*****

Ilaugh

ME***iam stillbusywithwork.Don'twannagetontheQueen'sbadside***

MUZI****Howaboutmybadone?*****

Read.Ilookatitandireply

ME***Iam availablelunchtime****
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Sent.Iputmyphonedownandcarryonworking.Itvibratedtwice.

MUZI****OkmaDlamini.Iwillbetheretofetchyou***

Ismile.

MUZI***Iloveyou****

Heisofflinenow.Waitiam soinshock.Ithinkireadthemessageaboutahundredtimes.

"yablushaNtombi.Kaziiyiphiindoda(youareblushinggirl,Iwonderwhoistheman)"

IlookupanditstheQueen.

Me:"SorryMyQueen."

Queen:"callmemah"

inod.

Me:"mahcaniask?"

Sheleansforward

Me:"uhm thereisthisguyihavebeendatingforayearnowandilovedhim.Thingsweregreat

andamazingtillifoundouthehasbeenmarriedforawhileandhastotakeoverFamily

traditions"

Queen:"ihearyou"

Me:"hehasabrother.Westartedoffasfriendswithhisbrother.Mylittlecousinandhim

clickedandlovedeachother.Igottoknowmoreofhisbrotherthanmyboyfriendbeforeifound

outtheMarriagenews.Wewouldspendalottimeswithhisbrotherandhewasgoodcompany"

Queen:"whatistheproblem ?Youlovethebrother?"

Me:"notexactlybuthejustsentmeatexttellingmehelovesme"

Queen:"callhim"

Me:"huh?"

Queen:"callhim "

ItookmyphoneanddialedMuzi.Hepickedupafterafirstringaftersomanyvoicemailsihave

beengetting.

Muzi:"MuzikayiseQwabeHello"



45

Me:"uuuhhhmm......."

Queen:"Khuluma,mbuze"

Me:"uhm hi"

Hechuckled

Muzi:"hi"

Hearinghisdeeprichvoicewasn'tcalmingmedown.

Therewassilenceabit.

Muzi:"ShouldifetchyounoworLunchtime?"

Me:"uhm Lunc......"

Queen:"now"

Me:"iam sorrynow,wouldbefine"

Hechuckled

Muzi:"ok.Iwillbetherein20minutes"

Me:"Ok"

Muzi:"iloveyou"

Hehungupafterthat.

Me:"Hesaiditagain."

Queen:"ialwaysknewMuziisacowardsometimesofhisfeelingsheisscaredoffeeling

rejected"

Me:"oh"

Wesatinsilence.Wait....

Me:"Howdoyouknowwhoitis?"

Shelaughed

Queen:"IbirthedthoseboysandisawthewayMuziwouldlookatyourphotosmonthsagoat

homeandhowhewouldconstantlyaskmeaboutyousinceicamehere"

Me:"oh"
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Sheholdsmyhand

Queen:"hearhim out.Hemightleaveyouinhillswithhim "

Shewalkedoffandilaughed.Thisamazingwomanthough.

.

.

INSERTEIGHT

.

.

.

*MENZI*

.

.

Theysaydon'tunderestimatesomeoneuntiltheyshowyouflames.WellMuzishowedme

NeardeathforSlappingLandiswaandiknowideserveitbutiwasangry.ShecalledmeMuzi,

Whatbusinessdotheyhavetogether?Weretheyfuckingforsolongbehindmyback.Those

thoughtscloudedmymind.Ifeltahandonmyshoulderandilookedatherandpulledherto
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meandrubbedherstomach.Ifeltakickandismiledthenkisseditandigroanedinpainasi

raisedmyselfup.

Mbali:"takeiteasybaby"

Me:"(groaning)noiam good."

Shesatadjustedthecouchcushions.

Mbali:"shouldiasktheCheftomakesomethingforyou?"

Me:"justjuice"

Isaid.

Mbali:"Ok.Iwillberightback

ShedisappearedtothekitchenwhileiopenedtheTvandithenwatchedsoccer.Shecame

backandrestednexttome.

Me:"WearegoingnextweekdowntoKZN"

Idrankmyjuice

Mbali:"Iknow.Yourmotherinformedus.Sheiscomingtonightfordinnerbeforesheleaves"

Me:"WhereisMuzi?"

Mbali:"hevanishedsinceyouhavebeeninjuredcauseihaven'tseenhim sincethen"

Me:"Mmmh"

Mbali:"Whatiswrong?"

Me:"Nothing"

Mbali:"Mmmh"

Shesaidlookingatmeandilookedaway.Wewatchedsomesoccerandshewenttogetsome

rest.

.

.

.

*MUZI*
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.

.

Ihaven'twenttotheofficesincethefightbetweenmeandmytwin.IhavebeeninaHotel

lockingmyselfandthinking.Itsdangerous.MywantandyearnforLandiswaistooDangerous

thatishouldstayawaybutican't.Shedrawsmetoherwithoutherevenrealisingit.Iwentto

takeashowerbecauseiam fetchingherin20minutesandiam nervous.Iconfessedthatilove

her.Wellididn'ttellherlikeushavingaconversationaboutitbutiputitthere.Igotdressedin

myblackchinoswithawhitegolft-shirtandsemiformalshoes.Icombmyhairandsprayed

someperfumeandiwasgoodtogo.Itookmykeysandwalletandiwalkeddownthestairs.I

wenttothegarageanditooktheMercedesThistimeandidroveoff.Myphonerang

Me:"Sharp"

Sticks:"MerchandiseifikileMnumzane"

Me:"Cutit"

Sticks:"Shoshoskhulu"

IhangupandiarrivedatMenzi'scompany.Igotoutofthecarandwalkedin.Thereceptionist

greetedmewithahugeasssmilebutiignoredit.Igotintheelevatorandcheckedmyselfwhile

breathinginandout.

Me:"Muziyougood.Calm down"

Igavemyselfapeptalk.Theelevatorpingedandigotoutandwalkedtoherdesk.Shewas

underitlookingforsomething.Iclearedmythroatandshealmosthitherheadassherosebut

missed

Me:"Youshouldbecarefuldowntherebeforeyouhurtyourself"

Igavemyhandouttohersoshecantakeit.Shedidandputthefileonthedesk.

Landiswa:"Uhm hi"

Ichuckled.Itwasunlikehertobenervous"

Me:"Shallwe?"

Shenoddedanditookherhandandwewalkedout.Iwasnervousandsowasshebutiwould

stealglancesatherandshewouldshyaway.Myheartwasracing,hittinglikeaDrum .I

openedthedoorforherandshehoppedinandthankedmeandiclosedthedoorandwentto

mysideandgotin.Itwasquietinthecar.

Me:"Calm down"
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Shebreathesout.Iwasactuallytellingmyselfthatbutiguesssheneededtohearthat.

Landiswa:"wherearewegoing?"

Me:"Myhouse"

Isawhereyespop

Me:"Don'tworrywewon'tdoanything.Idon'twantyoutofeeluncomfortable"

shenodded.

Landiswa:"uhm Muzi..."

Me:"yesLum lum "

Sheblushed.Shewasglowinglikeabulb.Iheldherhandtightwhileshetriedtoremoveit.

Landiswa:"whatisgoingonhereMuzi,whatwearedoingiswrong?"

Me:"iknowitssoonandeverythingbutijustcan'tkeepmyhandstomyselfwithyou"

Ikissherhand.

Landiswa:"MuziwehavetothinkaboutMenzi.Hemayhavebeenajerkbutheisyourbrother"

Iclenchedmyjawsandturnedtofaceherandoureyeslocked.

Me:"andiam yourlover"

Iheldherfaceandkissedheesopassionatelyshecouldn'tresist.Wewerebytherobot.She

pulledoutandikissedherforehead.

Me:"Iloveyouandimeanit"

Shesighedandlookeddownwhileicarriedondriving..........

.

.
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.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Muzikeptonglancinguponmewhilehewasdriving.Thismanistemptingmeforreal,ineed

MaDlamsprayersforreal.Itssilentandonlythemusicisplaying.Ithasbeenabitlongdrive,

likethirtyminutesnowandiseenohousesorbuildings.Ishegoingtokillmeperhaps?Imean

thisisthesameguywhobeathisbrothertoapulpbuthedoesn'tseem likethetypetokill

women.

Muzi:"(Holdingmyhand)whatareyouthinkingofLum lum ?"

IjustMeltwhenhesaysthat.Thewayitrollsoutofhistongueandhisdeephuskyvoice

contributestoeverythingismagnificent.Itfillsbubblesinsidemystomach.

Me:"Nothing"

Hekissesmyhandandholdsitandilethim be.

Me:"Wehavebeendrivingforquietsometimenow"

Muzi:"Wearecloser"

Me:"Whydoyouliveoffsuchaplace?"

Muzi:"IlikeQuietness"

Me:"ThereisquietnessinWhiteneighbourhoods"

IseetreesandthenabigHouse,isthisthePresidentshouse.Itgreenandlongandbeautiful

likebeautiful.Itssimpleyetelegant.Thegateopensandhedrivesinandhestopsbythe

fountain.Iam stillmesmerizedbythisbeautifulhouse.WhatdoesMuzido?NotalotofPrinces

havethiskindofhouses.Cometothinkofitidon'treallyknowwhathedoesforaliving.Iknow

thatMenziisintoConstructionandall.Hegetsoutandcomestomysideandopensthedoor

formeandigetoutanda"Wow"comesoutofmymouth.Hechucklesandplaceshishandon

mywaistandleadsmeinsidethehouse.It'smorebeautiful.Ifeelsmall.Thismakesmefeel
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sadathowiwishNtombicouldachievetoallofthis.Ifeelhim wipemytearsandhiseyes

seem concerned.

Muzi:"Talktomelum lum "

Me:"Itsnothing.Yourhouselooksamazing"

Muzi:"ourhousedoeslookmoreamazingwithyouinit."

Ilaughandhechuckles

Muzi:"Comeiam surethefoodisready."

Me:"Ok"

HeleadustotheDiningroom andthefoodwasalreadysetup.

Me:"Whatdoyoudoforaliving?"

IsaywhilehehelpsmychairinandIthankhim.Suchagentleman.Landiswastopit.Thisis

Menzi'sbrother.Remeberthatplease!

Menzi:"Iam intotownPlaningalsostudiedArchitecture,IhaveaArchitecturecompanyand

ownafewhotelsandLodges,studentaccomodationsespeciallyUKZN.Yepthatsprettymuch

sumsupthings"

Me:"Youarereallysuccessful,howoldareyoutosucceedallofthis?"

Iwasreallycuriousandhechuckled.

Muzi:"Iam notabouttorevealmyage."

Me:"Hawuforallweknowyoucouldbe40"

Isaidandhechuckles.AChefcameandintroducedhimselfandtoldusthedish.ItwasGarlic

breadandGizzalds.Ilovethose.

Me:"nice,youweresayingMr?"

Hechuckled.

Muzi:"iam 31,youshouldknowsinceyouandMuzi"

Me:"Wellhetoldmethebirthdatenottheagethough"

Heshookhishead.

Muzi:"Justsayyouareinterestedinme"
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Hesaidwithasmirkonhisfaceandishyedaway

Me:"iam makingconversationreally"

Iatethebread.Wechattedabit.Thatwasourstarter.Themaincoursecameanditwas

seafoodplatter.InterestingChange.

Muzi:"ihaveheardaboutNtombi'sdream butwhataboutyours.?"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"mydreamsdiedafterfinishinghighschool"

Muzi:"whatdidyouwanttobe?"

Hesaidlookingatme.Hehasthistendencyoflookingatmewhenweareeatingandtalking.

Hejuststopseatingandfocusesonme.

Me:"Wellatfirstidreamtofbeingateacherwheniwasachild.Iguessitseverygirlsplay

dream (chuckle)thenasigrewbyageof12idreamtofbeingaDrsavingliveslookedidealto

me."

Muzi:"whatdoyouwanttobe?"

Reallythelasttimeithoughtofthatwasyearsago.

Me:"IloveIT.Eventhoughweneverhaditatschoolbutilovedanythingwithcomputersand

crimemoviesmademybloodrush.Reasearchandall.Idon'tknowhowtoputitbutilove

computers"

Muzi:"likeaPrivateinvestigator"

Me:"yeahlikethat"

icarriedoneating

Muzi:"ifyouweregivenachancetomakeyourdreamscometruewouldyoutakeit?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"withbothhands.Iwouldn'tletitgoandmakesureImadethemostofitbecauseGogo

andNtombidependonme."

HenoddedandwechattedaboutotherthingsbeinginthepresenceofMuziisquietrefreshing.

Wepackedupandwewashedthedishestogether.Itwasfunreallyandendesupmessingthe

kitchenwhenwehadawaterfight.Wecleanedup.

Me:"iam wet,whatam igoingtowear?"
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Hepickedmeup

Me:"Muziputmedown,Itsallyourfault"

Muzi:"youarejustgonnachange."

Wegottoaroom.Itwasbig.Biggerthanourhomeeven.Heputmedownonthebedand

disappearedtothecloset.Itookthetimetolookaroundtheroom.Itsmeltlikehim anditwas

darkgreywithblackandwhite.Hecamebackallchangedcarryinghiswetclothesandothers

andhehandssweatsandatshirttome.

Muzi:"youcanchangeintothesewhileIorganisesomeonetogetnewclothesforyou."

Me:"theQueenisgonnakillme.Iam supposedtobeatwork.YouareabadinfluenceMr

Qwabe"

Muzi:"(chuckling)goChangebeforeicallMaDlams.WhattimedoesPumpkincomeout

from school?"

Me:"around2there"

isaidwalkingtothebathroom andhenoddedandigotinandchanged.

Igotout

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Landiswawenttochangeinthebathroom anditookmyphoneandcalledMom iknowshewill

bitemyheadoff.ItsQueenNomalangaafterall.Itringstwiceandsheanswers.

Me:"iam sorry"

Isayfirst

Mom :"usumhlabewazewangakwaziukuhamba(youfuckedhertillshecouldn'twalk)"

TrustMom tosaythat

Me:"Nondlovukazi"
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Mom :"iwantherintomorrow Muzi,Yourbrotherisgettingdischargedthisafternoon.Iwant

youallattheapartmentandnofighting."

Me:"dowehavetodothat?"

Mom :"yeyiwenaungangisanganisi!(Don'tdrivemecrazy!!)18:00sharp"

shehungup.Iknowthatsheisnotplayingforonebit.Landiswacameout.Damm those

sweatsholdhersobeautifullyandgivingmeaboner.Shewaslookingatherself

Landiswa:"Ithinkistretchedyoursweats"

Youdidmorethanstretchingthat.Shewokesomethingsup

Landiswa:"Hello,Muzikayise"

Shewavedhertinyhandsinfrontofme.

Me:"huhyouweresaying?"

Landiswa:"whyyougottabethishotmara"

shecoveredhermouthandichuckled.Soshethinksiam hot

Me:"wow"

Landiswa:"didisaythatoutloud.Ithoughtitwasinmyhead"

iwentclosertoherandheldherwaist.Shewasshorterthanme.

Me:"Tobefairyouarebeautiful"

shesmiledandiloweredmyheadandiplacedmylipsonherandikissedher,Sheresponded

quietwellandwasonhertoes.Icouldfeelmyhardgrowmoreasthiskissisgettingheated.

Shemoansinmymouthandthatmademattersworse.Herhandgoestomychestandiam so

temptednottotakeherthereandthere.Itgoestomycockandigroan.

Me:"Shit!"

Shebreaksit.

Landiswa:"Ifeeldizzy"

SheholdsherheadandIchuckle.ItakeherhandandwegoandwatchaMoviebeforethe

clothesforherarrived.Itakethem andshegoesandchangesandofftofetchPumpkin

.

INSERTNINE
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.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

At2pm wewerebythegateofNtombi'sschoolstandingoutsidemycarjustsoshecanspot

usrealquick.Thebellrangandallthekidsstartedcomingout.IpulledLandiswatomeasi

can'tkeepmyhandstomyselfwheniam aroundthiswoman.Igetherbetweenmylegsand

kisshercheek.IcouldseebythewayshelooksthatsheisNervousandisscared.Iwhisper

intoherear.

Me:"Iloveyoubeyondanything"

Landiswa:"HayiMuzi"

Shereprimidsbuticanseethesmilecreepuponherfaceassheblushes.Ichuckleonmy

own.IlookupandweseeNtombiwalkingoutlookingallgloomyandsurelyhadherfairshare

ofaroughdayunlikemewhohadthemostamazingtimejustspendingitwithMyLum lum.

LandiswaGetsoffmygripandrushestoherandiam behindher.Shecrunchedandcaptures

her.

Landiswa:"Heybabygirl"

Sheissilent.Okiknowihaven'tknownNtombithatlongbutsheseemslikethetalkativetype.

Me:"Pumpkin"

ShelooksuptomeandismileatherandshegetsofLandiswa'sholdandrunsinfrontofme

andipickherupandshelaysherheadonmyshoulder.Iam notevenmindingthatshewill

makemywhitet-shirtCreamy.Ihearhersniffandsheholdsmetighterwhenitrytomakeher

lookatme.

Ntombi:"doyouhaveyourmom anddad?"

Me:"Yespumpkinido."

Ntombi:"(crying)Whydon'tihaveone.Am iam abadchild?"

IlooktoLandiswaandsheisbittinghernails
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Landiswa:"Nobabygirlyouarenotabadchild.Meandgogoloveyou"

Sheliftsherhead.

Ntombi:"Doesyourmom loveyoutoo?"

Landiswaburstsintotears.Iwalktoherandipullhertomeandengulfherwithmyonearm

whiletheotherhasNtombi

Me:"LookPumpkin,LaahandGogoloveyouverymuch.Thatswhytheywilldoanythingto

makeyouhappy.Justlikeme,iwoulddoanythingtomakeyouandLum lum happy.Iloveyou

anddon'tletotherkidstellyouthatnoonelovesyouoryouareabadchildok?Youarean

angelmypumpkin"

Shesmiled.

Me:"Nowkissthecheekandwipethetears"

Shewipeshertearsandkissesmycheekandhugsmetoo.

Ntombi:"IloveyouBear"

Ievenforgotihadthatname

Me:"Iloveyoupumpkin"

LandiswalookedatusandiwenttoputNtombiatthebackandtookLandiswaintomyarms

andshebrokedown..

Me:"Shhhitsok"

Landiswa:"Wedon'tdeserveyourkindnessMuzi"

Me:"YoudefinitelydocauseiloveyouandNtombiaswell.Idon'treallycareaboutyourliving

situationbecauseicanseethatmakesyouuncomfortableattimesbutbecauseiseebeyond

thatandseethisyoungwomanIam fallingforhustlingforsurvival.Youarestrong......"

Sheperkedmylips.

Landiswa:"Thankyou,foreverythingyouhavedonethisfar"

Me:"Itsstilltooearlytosaythat"

Landiswa:"LetsgohomeQwabe"

Iopenedthedoorforherandshegotinandiwenttomysideandidroveoffplayingmusic.

Themoodinthecarwasbecominglighter.NtombisleptinthecarafterigotherMcDonald's

throughdriveThru.WegottotheirneighborhoodandiheldLandiswa'shandandparked
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upfrontthegate

Landiswa:"HeehyouwantMaDlamsonyourneckisee"

Ichuckle

Me:"Maybe"

igotoutandpeoplewerewatchingourdirection.Iopenedthedoorforherandwenttotake

Ntombi.

Landiswa:"Iwilltakeher"

Me:"don'tworryigother"

Landiswa:"Sheismessingupyourtop".

Thiswomanisstubborn.

Me:"Youknowwewillstandherealldayandargueaboutthisandidon'tmindbutNtombi

needstorest"

Shesighedandbitherbottonlipturningmeon.

Me:"Don'tdothat"

Landiswa:"What?".

Sheplumpedherlipstwice

Me:"Bittingyourbottom lip,itdoesunexplainablethingstome"

Shelooksdownandmeetsmyhardiwalktowardstheentrance

Landiswa:"oh,sorry"

Sheclearsherthroatandalreadysheisred.Iknow.Shewalksinandknocksonceonthedoor

andseemslikepeoplearetalking.Thereisa"comein"shoutedandsheopensandbreathsin

anout.

Landiswa:"Sanibonani"

MaDlams:"Mkhwenyana,awuAngisakwazi(Mysoninlaw,itshasbeenaminute)"

Thetwowomenlookatmefrom headtotoeandstarttotalkamoungstthemselves

MaDlams:"LandiswatakeNtombiandgomaketeaforhim "

Me:"waterisfine"
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Shenods

MaDlams:"uMkhwenyanawamiloh.BambizaisokalikalandiswaLoh(thisisLandiswa's

boyfriend)"

ichuckle

Women:"oh"

Landiswa:"gogo!"

MaDlams:"what?"

Landiswa:"youareembarrassingme"

IlikeMaDlamsalot.Landiswagoestothekitchenandcomesbackwiththewater.

Landiswa:"Wedon'thavecoldwater"

Shelookeddown

Me:"it'sok"

Idrankupandshetooktheglassawayandcameback

Landiswa:"Iwillbeback"

MaDlams:"ohok"

Me:"Nisalekahle(staywell)"

TheothertwowomenNodandLandiswatakesmyhand.

Landiswa:"iam sorryaboutwhathappenedinthere"

Me:"don'tbesorryaboutanything.Comecloser"

Shedid.

Me:"iwannakissyoubutweareinfrontofyourgrandmothershouse"

Shegiggles

Landiswa:"Come"

Shetakesmyhandandpullsmetothebackandin10feetawayfrom usthereisabanana

tree.

Landiswa:"Come"
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Shepullsmeandichucklewhilelookingather.Wegetinsideandsheisbreathingwhilelooking

atme.Ifeellikeateenagerinloveatthemoment.Shestepscloser.

Landiswa:"wenotinfrontofthehouseanymore"

Ipullhertomeandikissherwithpassionnotlust,ourlipsintertwiningwhileidevourherlips

asshedevoursmine.Icouldfeelmyselfgettingharderbytheminuteandtheloveihaveforher

isgrowingrapidlyinseconds.Ipickherupandshecrossesherlegsaroundmytorsoandipin

heronthetree.Mycockisdirectedtoherflowerandshemoansandigroanbeforeshebreaks

thekiss.

Landiswa:"(shortnessoffbreath)letusstopherebeforeyouhavemeinthistreeGumede"

Iswearitslikemyheartwasjumpingforjoy.

Me:"(smirking)UbaniuGumede?(WhoisGumede?)

Sheblushesandsheburiesherfaceonmychest

Me:"(laughing)Andsheblushes"

Sheraisesherfaceandshehitsmyshoulder.

Landiswa:"Am not"

Me:"(smiling)Iloveyou"

Igiveheraperkbeforesheanswersback..Idon'twanthertotalkbutiwanttoshowhermy

loveforher.Ilookather,Goddamnsheisjustperfect

.

.

.

*MENZI*

.

.

Ireallydon'tfeelthisdinnerthatisabouttohappen,idon'tknowifweeillhaveacivilisedone

oreillweendupfightingagainwithMuzi.Wearetotallydifferent,MeandMuzitobeexact.I

am thekindofpersonwhoisme,openbookbynatureandyouknowmytempersandall.

Muziisn'tlikethatcheisliketheShytwinthatyouthinkistgeonethatcan'tstandupfor

themselveswheninallhonestyheisthedangerousone.Oncehestrikes,hesureleavesa

Mark.HeissweetbutonceyoucrosshislineyouareadeadMan.Aknockcomesinand
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Mbalipopsherhead

Mbali:"yourmotherisherebaby."

Me:"iam coming"

Shenodsandgoesout.Igetupandiwalkout.,Mycheststillpainshereandtherebutit'sokay.

IgetdownthestairsandsheisonmycouchsippingwinewithMbalihavingJuice

Mom :"youreadytobeQueen?"

Mbali:"Morethananything"

Mom :"itsnitpapandVlaisyouknoeitshardwork.Youneedtoguideandsupportyour

husband'sdecisionsaskingandheadofthehouse"

Mbali:"iUnderstandMah"

Me:"Ndlovukazi"

Shestandsupreallyquickly

Mom :"ohmybaby,Howareyou?"

Me:"itsnothingican'thandle"

Mom :"kodwaNaweudlalangenganeyabantu(Butyouplayedwithanothergirlsheart)"

Me:"mah"

Sheraisedherhandsintheairasasignofsurrendering.IsatdownandthebellrangandMbali

wenttoopen,shecamebackwithMuzi.Justthethoughtofhim fuckingLandiswagetsmy

bloodboiling.Hegoesandkissesmom'scheek.

Mom :"andithoughtyouwouldn'tcome"

Muzi:"andriskbeingkilledbyyoumyQueen,Nothankyou"

Mom laughed

Mom :"atleastyouknowiam capable"

Theylaughed

Muzi:"Bro"

Inodded

Mbali:"Uhm sinceweareallhere,Letsgototheothersideandhavedinner"
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Mom :"Yuuhiam FamishedMakoti,ihopethosehelpersatthepalacearenotfeedingmy

husbandwozawoza"

Theylaughed.Iwasnotgoingtopretendthatmybrotherisn'tfuckingmygirl.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Muzi,Whycan'tthismangetoutofmymind?Maybeitsinthewayheholdsme,thewayhe

kissesme,thewayhesayshelovesmemakesmefeelsecuredandprotected.Itouchmy

chestandfeelmyheartrateandit'sgoingfastjustbythinkingofhim.

MaDlams:"ei!Wakeupbeforeyouarelate"

ShegivesNtombiherporidge.Icleanupandthenigoandtakeabathafterthat.Asiam

dressingintomyblackdresswithhighheelsanditiedmyhair,Ihearvoicesandonedeepone.

IquicklyspraysomeperfumeandrushoutandseegogolaughingandNtombialreadyonhis

lap.Myheartskipsabeatanditfeelslikeitsmyfirsttimelayingmyeyesonhim.

Muzi:"GochangePumpkinsowecangetyoutoschoolontime"

WhyshouldNtombichange?Sheisalreadyinherschooluniform.

Me:"Hi"

Gogo:"yuuhhayiLandiswautholeindodaemadodenilah(oneclap)"

MuzilooksatmewithaSmirkandiblush

Gogo:"iwillcheckonNtombi,givehim akissnyanadon'tbore"

Me:"Gogoyoh!"

Muzichuckleswhileshedisappears

Me:"itsnotfunny"

Muzi:"(standingup)wellitis,wozauzomanqaza(Comekiss)"

Me:"idon'tknowwhatwearedoingbutayi"
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Hechucklesandstepscloser.

Muzi:"Iknow"

Heholdsmywaistandlaysaperk.

Gogo:"Wearecomingnow,letsnotfindyousuckingeachothersface"

Yohthisgrannyisgonnabethedeathofme.Muzichuckles

Me:"youenjoyit"

Muzi:"Sheiscool"

Me:"Mmh"

TheycomeoutandNtombiisinadifferentschooluniform.Itsanavyscortchdresswithwhite

socksandnewshoes.Sheislookinglikethoserichschoolkids.

Muzi:"youlookbeautifulpumpkin"

Herhairwasneatlydone.IsthismyNtombi?

Gogo:"Takeyourbagsoyouwon'tbelateonyourfirstday"

Muzi:"herstationaryisinthecarandherotheronesaregivenatschool"

Me:"whatschool?"

Gogo:"NtombiisgoingtogotothoseprivateschoolsnowallthankstoMkhwenyana"

Me:"wow"

Iwalkedout.Idon'twantMuzitostartdoingthingsforusoranyoneforthatmatter.Wedon't

wanttheirhelp.Ifeelahandgripmyarm andbyhisscentiknowitshim.

Muzi:"Iknowishouldhavespokentoyouaboutthis"

iturnedaround

Me:"yesyoushouldhaveMuzi,idon'tlikepeopledoingthingsforus.Theywillfeelentitledin

ourlives"

Muzi:"Iam sorryLum lum ,Iam notdoingitbecauseiwannaownyoubutbecauseiloveyou

andIloveNtombilikemyownchild.Pleaseunderstand"

Me:"(sigh)idon'twantthistobiteme"

Muzi:"Itwon't"
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heperkedmylips.

Gogo:"Yeyininanowutwo,youaregonnabelate!"

Shecanshout.

Ntombi:"Byegogo"

Gogo:"yougonnalearnproperenglishnow.Tellyourteachersdon'tbringhomeworkoriwill

bringmywashingforhertowashtoschool".

Welaughed

Me:"Gogono,Homeworkisforhelpingthekidspracticewhattheylearnedatschool"

Gogo:"Ayithesewhitepeopleareplaying"

Muzi:"weshouldleave,Canihavethem ontheweekend?"

Ilookathim

Ntombi:"yesgogo"

Gogo:"sure"

Ntombisqueeled

Muzi:"thankyou"

Ntombiwavedagainandwegotinthecaranditdroveoff.Ntombiwasexcitedreally

Muzi:"eishididn'tbringlunchforher"

Ntombi:"IstillhavemytworandforGwinya"

Wechuckled

Me:"iwillgiveyoumoney"

Muzi:"noiwillcallMarvintomakesomethingforherandhaveitdeliveredlunchtime"

Me:"youdon'thavetodothat"

Muzi:"relaxandletmetakecareofyou"

Ntombi:"yesLum lum relaxandletDaddytakecareofyou"

Ilaughed

Me:"wheredidyouhearthat?"
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Shegiggled.

Ntombi:"SoBearatschooltheywillknowWhomydaddyisright?"

Me:"huh?"

Ntombi:"shh"

Me:"ok"

Muzi:"yepifyouwant"

Ntombi:"ok,iwillcallyouDaddyfrom nowonBear"

Me:"(oneclap)YourollingMrQwabeneh"

Hewassmilingahugesmile

Muzi:"iloveyoupumpkin"

Ntombi:"iloveyoutoodaddy"

Heehayithisbondistoostrong.

Muzi:"(whisper)youknowicanmakeyousaythattoo"

Me:"how?"

Muzi:"thedayimakelovetoyouandhitthatgoodspot"

Hesayslickinghislips.ThismanohmyGod andiam imagininghim makinglovetome.

Landiswagetoutofthere.Ilookupfrontandhechuckles.Wereachtheschoolanditlooks

amazing,Ntombiwassohypedup.Thekidsseenedniceandrespectfulaswell.Everything

wasamazing,iwashappyforher.Everythingwasdoneandwetookhertoclass.Her

teacherwasWhiteandnice,shewashappyandiwashappytoo.Weleftherwhenshewas

settled.

Me:"shelookssohappy"

Muzi:"thatswhatilovetosee"

Me:"thankyou,Thoughiwillaskhowyougotfastenrollmentbutthankyoufornow"

Muzi:"itsjustthestart"

.

.
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.

INSERTTEN

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Me:"TakecareofthismessSpace"

Space:"ShoshoBozza"

Iwentoutoftheroom wipingoffthebloodonmyhandsandmyphoneranganditookitoutof

mypocket.Ismiledandwalkedtowardsmycarandigetin.

Me:"Sthandwasam "
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Landiswa:"MyPrinceyouaretooaheadofyourself"

Me:"Nhliziyoyam "

Landiswa:"Wearenotevendating"

Ichuckle.Itfrustratesherattimes.

Me:"Okiam sorryke.Howisyourdaygoing?"

Landiswa:"Hell,Iam gladthereareafewhoursleftbeforeknockoffthenwecangofetch

Ntombi"

Me:"Mmhok.Didyougetmydelivery?"

Sheissilentabit.Igetworried

Me:"Lum lum "

Landiswa:"(sigh)YouspoilmetoomuchMuzi"

Me:"Iam notspoilingyou"

Landiswa:"Thenwhatisitcalledke?"

Me:"Iam lovingyou"

Sheissilentagain

Landiswa:"Letmegobeforeyourbrotherkillsme"

Me:"Iwillkillhim "

Landiswa:"Awoayouwouldn'tdaredosuch.YouarenotlikethatBear"

Ifonlysheknewhowmanylivesihavetaken,Includingtheoneijusttook

Me:"LetmegoandfetchNtombi,iwillbethereSoon"

Landiswa:"Ok,Mncwaa!Gumede"

Igroan.Goshdoessheknowhowmucheffectthathasonme.Ihangupthecallandidriveoff

home.IgetthereandMartinismakingsomethingtoeat.Mymaidcomesinonceaweek

becauseilivealone.Ialwayshaveachefthoughbecauseofworkingandmom insistedsince

idon'thavea"Wife"asyetbutsooniwill.Irunupthestairsanditakeashower.In30

minutesNtombiisgonnabeoutofschoolfrom herMusicclass.Yesmusicclass.Idon'tpay

R150000ayearfornothing.Thereareallkindsofactivitiesandshewantstodothem allat

thesametimebutwemadeherchooseandshetookthemusicrouteandplaysnetballaswell.

Igotoutoftheshowerandwrappedmyselfinatowel.Idriedmyselfandthenilotioned.I
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woremynikesneakers(black)toppedoffwithablackPolonecksinceitscoldtodayandthen

woreblackjeans.Mychainwastheretoo.Agoldone.Ilookedatmyselfandilookedgood.I

tookmyphoneandrusheddownthestairsandthentookmycarkeystotheRangeRoversince

iam planningontakingNtombiouttillLandiswaKnocksoff.

Me:"YoucantaketheweekendoffMartin"

Martin:"Thankyousir"

Inoddedandthenwalkedoutandgotinmycaranddroveoff

.

.

Ntombi:"Daddybear"

SheleftherbagonthefloorandJumpedonme.

Me:"HeyPumpkin,howisschool?"

Ntombi:"Itsamazing.IloveitDaddy"

Shesmiles.Soadorable

Me:"iam gladyoulikeit.Letsgotothemallandspendsometimetogetherbeforefetching

Lum lum from work"

Ntombi:"Ok"

Shebobblesherhead.Ipickherbagupandiwalkedtothebootandputitinthereandgotherin

thebackandshebuckledupherselfthenigotinthefrontanddroveofftothemall.Wespent

sometimewatchibgaMovieandiboughttoysforher.Sheissuchagratefulandcaringchild.

Wewenttoeatandhaveicecream andiam enjoyingeveryminutewithherbeforewewentto

fetchLandiswa.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Me:"Yohican'tmakeitthisweekendchomi"
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Amanda:"ayi,Yousaidyouwantedtoparty"

Me:"Ihavechangedmymind.LetshavelunchSaturday"

Amanda:"Andyahyouarepaying"

Me:"Ihavetogoke.Loveyoulots"

Amanda:"loveyoutobabes"

Ihungupandifeltsomeonebehindme.

"Iam sorry"

Iturned

Me:"About?"

Menzi:"Slappingyouandnotbeinghonest"

Me:"sure.Iam pastthat"

Heholdsmyhand,isnatchitoffhis

Menzi:"Landiswailoveyou"

Me:"Menziyoucrushedmyloveforyou,you!"

Menzi:"calm down"

ibreathedinandout

Me:"ihavetogo"

Ipackedupandtookmybag

Menzi:"soyouareFuckingmybrother"

Iturnedsndslappedhim.Heclenchedhisjaws

Me:"Iam notlikeyou.Idon'tstoopthatlowNx"

Ipushedhim andwalkedout.TothinkilovedsuchaJerk.Igotdownandwalkedoutofthe

buildingalreadysomepeopleweregone.Itookoutmyphoneandsomeonetappedmy

shoulderanditwasthereceptionist.

Her:"hi,Thiswasdeliveredforyou"

Me:"ohthanks"
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Itookthebox.GoshMuzispoilsmetoomuchngeke.Isawhiscarandwenttoitandhe

jumpedoffandwehugged.

Muzi:"youlookworkedup"

Me:"idon'twannatalkaboutit"

Muzi:"dididosomethingwrong?"

Me:"no"

Igotinandhesighed.HeclosedthedoorandNtombiwasasleepholdingahugeassunicornat

theback.Muzigotin

Me:"andthestuffedcreature?"

Muzi:"wewentshoppingwhilewaitingforyou"

Me:"ithinkyoushoulddateher"

Hechuckledwhiledrivingoff

Muzi:"jealousmuch?"

Me:"notatallshame"

Hechuckled

Me:"youshouldstopsendinggiftsGumede"

Hesmiled.Helovesitwhenicallhim byhisclanname.

Muzi:"ifyoukeeponturningmeon,imightnotmakeittothe90dayrule"

Ilaughed

Me:"andwhotoldyouaboutthatrule?"

Muzi:"ijustknow"

Me:"mmmh"

Ikissedhischeek

Me:"thatssweetMrQwabe,Manywouldhavewantedalreadyoryougettingitsomewhere?"

Iraisedmybrowandhelaughed

Muzi:"Damnwomannah,Iwantittobeyoursonly"
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Iblushed.ThisguyMaraJesu,likewhendidwegettothispointsofastquick.Hedrovetohis

housesincehetookourClothesinthemorning.Healwaysdrivesustoschoolandworkand

back.SengabauMrsinthefrontseatofhiscars.Istillcan'tgetoverhowbeautifulitis.Still

can'tbelievethatMaDlaminiagreedtothis.Sheisatoughcookie,ithinkshelikesMuzi.We

getoffandhehasNtombiinhisarmsandifollowwiththestuffedanimal.HesaysheWillfetch

herothertoyslater.Istillhavemybox.Wegoupthestairsandenterapurpleroom .Itsso

beautifulandgirly,Butterfliesandallandthefreshnessoftheroom isthere.Heplacesheron

thebedandtakesoffhershoesandputsapinkfleeceontopofheraniputthedollonthepink

smallcouch.

Me:"wowitsso......"

Muzi:"willshelikeit?IgotthedesignertodoitintwodayssothatNtombicansettlein."

Me:"itsbeautiful"

Hewipesmytearsandholdsmycheeks.

Muzi:"don'tcry"

Me:"ijustdon'tknow howiwillrepayyouforeverythingyouhavedone"

Muzi:"iam doingitoutifmyheart"

Hekissesmylipsandidevourhisaswell.Damnthismangetsmybodytinglingeverytime.We

breakitoff.

Muzi:"comeletmeshowyouyourroom "

Wewalkedoutandwenttothenextdoorroom anditwashisroom

Me:"thisisyourroom Nje"

Muzi:"itsours"

Me:"iam nothavingsexwithyou"

Helaughed

Muzi:"wewon'thawu"

Hesmirked

Me"what?"

Muzi:"youarebeautiful"

Iblushed
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Me:"thankyou"

Hisphonerang

Muzi:"canitakethis?"

Me:"sure"

Muzi:"(kissingmyforehead)feelathome"

hewalkedout.GodblessMuzishame.Itookoffmyshoesandlaidonthebed.Idecidedto

openmygift.Iwascuriouswhatitisthistime.Isatupanditookoutthenote

***Tothebelle,vamosporti****

Whatthefuckdoesthatmean?IsthisAfrikaansorwhat?

Me:"yohMuzi"

Oneclap.Iopeneditandiscreamedbeforerushingtothebathroom droppingthebox........

.

.

INSERTELEVEN

.

.

.
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Iwalkedoutofthebathroom andthefearhaskickedin.Whoisthisman?Andwhatisallof

this.Myeyesmethim asheeascrutchingonthefloorlookingatthecardandhemadeacalli

wenttotakemybagandwalkedout.Ievenforgotmyshoes.Ifelthishandholdmyupperarm.

Iyankeditoff

Me:"Don'ttouchme!!"

Muzi:"Lum lum hearmeout"

Me:"ShutupMuzi!Idon'teverwannahearfrom youandstayawayfrom us!"

IwastoopenTheroom Ntombiisinbuthepickedmeupandputmeoverhisshoulder.Iwas

screamingandkickingforhim toputmedown

Me:"(cryingandshouting)Muzileavemethefuckalone!!"

Hedidn'tlisterntome.Hegotintothebedroom andheputmeonthebedandlockedthedoor.

Ilookeddownandrantothebathroom andivomited.Icouldalreadysmellit.Thetrauma.Ifelt

hishandonmybackandimovedbackwhilecrying

Me:"Don'ttouchme"

Muzi:"ListerntomeLum lum "

Me:"Iwannagohome.Justdon'tkillme"

Hechuckled.Itwasn'tapleasantone itwaslikea"Can'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat".

Muzi:"Wow,soyouthinkofmeasakiller"

Me:"Whatdoyouwantmetothinkafteryousentmeaboxwithaperson'sheart!!

Muzi:"Evenifiwasakillerwouldibestupidenoughtosendthingslikethattoyou?!"

Heisgettingangryandhistoneisnotnice

Me:"(Crying)LeavemealoneMuzi

Hecrouchedinfrontofmeandimovedbackandhesighedandbrushedhisheadfrustrated.

Muzi:"Lum lum "

Iturnedandthrewupinthetoilet.Ihaveneverseensomethinglikethat

Me:"Whodidyoumeantosenditto?"

Muzi:"Ididn'tsendthat.(sigh)someonedid"

Me:"Yeahright,openthedooridon'teverwannahearfrom youagain!"
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Muzi:"Lum lum don'tsaythat"

Me:"FuckyouMuziok!Just!"

Iwasshouting.Justthethoughtofeverythingscareme.Whoisthismanandwhathavei

gottenmyselfinto.Hisphonerangandhestoodupanddleftthebathroom.Ijustwenttothe

doorandlockeditandisliddownandjustcriedwhilerockingmyselfbackandforth.Ihearda

knockonthedoor.

Muzi:"Landiswaletmeexplain.Ididn'tsendthistoyou.IwouldneverhurtyouandNtombi.I

loveyou"

Iburstedintoasharpcry.Whydoiwanttobelievethedevil,whydoifeellikehereallywon't

hurtuswhenactualfactsarethere.Iignoredhisdoorbangsandpleadsformetoopenthe

door.

.

.

.

*NARRATED*

.

.

.

MuziandMbaliareontheirwaytotheKhanyisaKingdom astheKinghassummondthem ASAP.

WhenheheardabouttheBoyssqabbleagainsteachotherhewasnotverypleased.Nomawas

alsothereandsickfrom thehungoverfrom lastnight.TheygotoutofthecarandThemaids

cametotaketheirbags.Mbalirubbedherstomachasshelookedaround.

Mbali:"WowThisisamazing.Yourhomelookswonderfulbabe"

Menziwentandkissedhercheek.

Menzi:"Itsgonnabeourhomesoon.Ourkingdom.

Queen:"eyistopstandingthereandcomeinNinanowutwo"

Theylaughedwalkedinsidethepalace.Thehugeculturedhallwayfilledwithpicturesofrulers

whohaveruledtheKhanyisaKingdom sincethebeginningofthetime.
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Menzi:"Ithoughtwewerecomingnextweek.Whydiddadsummonussosoon?"

Queen:"Itsbecauseyouandyourbrotherbeoneachother'sthroatslately,whereishevele?"

Menzi:"Probablywithhisgirlfriend"

TheQueensmiled.MbaliwaspissedoffsowasMenzi.MenzihatedthethoughtofMuziand

Landiswatogetherandwasdeterminedseperatingthem.StartingwithrevealingMuzi'sshady

pastandalsopossibilityofthefuture.MbaliwaspissedoffbecauseofhowMenziher

husbandcheatedonherwithaCommoner.Shewasprincessfrom theLangelihleKingdom.

Whatangershermoreishowhestilllovesthismistress.

"Heybitches!"

ThatwasNomawalkingdownthestairs

"ouch"sheexclaimedatherexcruciatingheadache.

Queen:"Yourfatherwon'tbepleasedwiththelanguageyouareusing"

"Andiain'tpleasedatall"

Adeepvoiceechoedfrom thepalacepassages.TheyallbowasKingQwabehasarrived.

Menzi:"Phakathwayo"

Hesaidtohisfather.

King:"(lookingaround)WhereisMuzikayise?"

Queen:"Icalledhim.Hewillbeheresoon"

King:"Whenhearrives.IwantMenzi,MakotiandHim inmystudy.YouaswellNomaZulu."

Noma:"YesBaba"

Hewalkedoffleavingaterrifyingauraaroundthem.

Noma:"Yohiam scared"

Queen:"StoppartyingNaweorwewillhaveyouinanarrangedMarriage"

Noma:"OvermytushmyQueen"

Sherushedout.

Mbali:"caniliedown.?"

Menzi:"Iwillshowyouyourroom baby"
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TheQueenwenttothedirectiontheKingleftinandtheywentupthestairs.

Menzi:"shouldipreparebathwaterforyou?"

Mbali:"No"

Shesaidwithabitofanattitude

Menzi:"whatiswrong?"

Mbali:"Youlovethatbitch!"

Menzi:"Sheisnotabitchanddon'tshoutatme.Respectmeiam yourhusband"

Mbali:"(chuckle)Husbandmyfoot.Letmesleep"

Shegotinbedandturnedtheotherway.Menzihuffedandwalkedouttothepalacegardento

calm down.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

.

Iknowwehavebeensummonedtothepalacebutican'tleavewhenthingsarelikethis.

Landiswahaslockedherselfinthebathroom foroveranhournow.Ntombihaswokenupand

wenttobath.Iam tyingherhairandiam doingadisaster.Shelaughs.

Ntombi:"NotlikethatDaddybear"

Me:"Okletmestartallover"

Godhavingadaughterishard.ItookoutmyphoneandisearchedaYouTubevideoonhowto

tieagirlshair.IlookedatitstepbystepandthentiedNtombi'shair.

Me:"alldone"

Sheclapped

Ntombi:"beautiful.ThankyouDaddy"
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Ismiled

Me:"Youwelcomeprincess.LetmegoandwakeLum lum up"

Shenoddedandrusheddownthestairs.Igotintomybedroom.Sticksisonwhoeversentthe

deliverythreatingmyWoman.IfeellikegoingonaKillingspreejusttosendawarningto

everyonecausetheyseem tohaveforgottenwhoiam.Ipickthelockofthebathroom door

abfiopened.Sheissleepingcurledup.Myheartbreaks.Itsbleedsjustseeingherso

vulnerableandsoscaredlikethat.Ipickherupandtakehertomybedandlayherthere.I

brushherhairandsheopenshereyesandlooksatme.Theyarebloodshotred.Ihatemyself.

Ineverwantedherexposedtothislife.

Me:"Lum lum "

Iclearmythroat.Iam nervousandscared.

Landiswa:"(Sittingup)iwanttogohome."

Myheartskips.

Me:"Youcan'ttillwesolvethis"

Landiswa:"Solvewhat?Wouldyouerasewhatisaw?"

Shesaidsoftlyandyoucouldhearsheisabouttocry.Iengulfedherinahugandshebroke

down

Me:"BabyiwillneverhurtyounorNtombi,ididnotsendthattoyoupleasebelieveme.Iwill

findoutwhoeversentthattoyou"

Shepushedherselfoffmeandiwipedhertears.

Me:"Believeme.Iloveyouandwouldneverdream ofhurtingyou"

Iperkedherlips.Shelookssocute

Me:"Doyouforgiveme?"

ShenoddedAndsighed.

Landiswa:"Iam sorryforswearingatyou.Iam scaredMuzi,whywouldsomeonesendthatto

meunlesstheywillusemetohurtyou"

Me:"Noonewillhurtyou.Iwillmakesureofthat"

Shesighed.

Landiswa:"WhereisNtombi?"
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Me:"Downstairs.Goshowerwearegoing"

Landiswa:"Where?"

Me:"home"

Landiswa:"Yourhome?"

Inodded

Landiswa:"Wearenotgoingthere.Youwilltakeushome"

Me:"Comeon"

Landiswa:"WearenotmarriedMuziletalonedatingandhowwouldyourbrotherfeelshowing

upwithhisex.No!"

Shestoodupandsheopenedtheshowerandstripped.DamnGumedejustwokeupfullforce.

Herbodyisperfectnaked.Shegotin.Nahiam notmissingthatngeke.Istrippedandfollowed

herin.Iheldherwaistandshejumped..

Landiswa:"Muziwhatareyoudoinginhere?"

Ishutherupwithakissandshemoanedthenbrokeit

Landiswa:"Muzi"

Me:"TellmewearegoingtoKZNtogether"

Landiswa:"Muziican't"

Iperkedherlipswhichturnedintoaheatedkiss.Myhandswentfrom herwaisttoherassand

onefingerslippedintoherflowerandshemoaned."Ah"shemoanedsweetlyasislowfinger

fuckedher.

Me:"Wewillstayinmypenthouse"

Shemoanedwithhereyesclosed.

Me:"Lum lum "

Landiswa:"mmh,ok"

Ismiledandkissedher

Me:"Iloveyou"

Landiswa:"GodMuzi!"
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Shemoaned.

.

.

.

MuziisgonnabethedeathofmehonestlyandsoasNtombi.Idon'twanttomeethisfamily

rightnow.Itsnotpleasantthattheyarecalledinearlybecauseofthefight.Iknowiam

involvedtoobutiam scared.Ifeelhishandholdmineandijumpandhelookshurt.Iam still

traumatizedwithwhatisaw.IlookbackandNtombiisasleepagain.Wehavebeendrivingfor

hoursnowandiam gettingtiredaswell.Iyawnandhelooksovertome.

Muzi:"Tired?"

Inod.

Muzi:"Wearealmostthere"

Me:"YoushouldhaveleftusMuzi"

Muzi:"No,Iwannaspendtimewithmygirls."

MyphoneringsanditsAmanda.Muzilooksatmeandianswer

Me:"Sthandwasam "

EmotionsflashthroughhisfaceandJealousywins

Amanda:"BabesImissyou"

Me:"imiss.Youtoo.Itsbeenlonghey"

Iheardhergiggle

Amanda:"Yep"

Me:"Ithinkishouldcalllater.Bye"

IhungupandMuziwasallquiet.SowasI.WefinallyarrivedathisVillageanditsdarkbut

tomorrow iWillexploreitwithNtombi.ItsaVacationforus.Wegettohispenthouseand

thereareguardsallovertheplace.Thewaythereistoomuchofthem.Theplacelooked

amazing.

Me:"Itsbeautiful"
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Muzi:"Waitfortomorrow "

HesaidcarryingNtombiandtheguardstookourbagswhilebowing.Wewalkedinsideandit

wassimpleyetbeautiful.

Me:"iam tired"

Muzi:"IneedtobeatthePalace.Iwillseeyoulater"

Me:"Ok"

HerushedupthestairswithNtombiandifollowed.Igotinaroom andhecameoutandkissed

mylips

Muzi:"Iloveyou.Neverforgetthat"

Iblushed.

Me:"Justgo"

Muzi:"Andsheblushes"

Me:"Qwabe..."

Isaidwarninglyandherasiedhishands

Muzi:"okletmeleaveLum lum.IwillbebackASAP"

Heranout.Itslikeheisakid.Hejustmakesyouforgethowmadyouwereandscaredofhim a

fewhoursago.Igotintheroom andiwenttogetdressedinpyjamasandigotinbedandslept.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Iarrivedatthepalace.Goshidon'tevenwanttobehere.IwannabehomewithLandiswainmy

arms.Ntombionmychest.Idon'tknowhowthatwillhappenbutitsanimageiwant.Ifeelso

completewiththosetwoespeciallyLandiswa.Theybringmeaningintomycomplicatedlife.I

getoutofmycarasIparkeditandigotout.Theguardsbow.Thisispartofmylifeidon'tlike.

Igetinandicouldhearmyfather'simpatientvoiceEchoingfrom theeatingroom.
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Dad:"WhereisyourtwinMenzi?"

Nomascreamsandattacksmewithahug

Mom :"NomazuluthisisnottheShebeenyouwereatyesterday"

Noma:"Mamaiam justhappytoseemybrother"

Me:"howareyoulittleone?"

Noma:"arghusuqalile!(youhavestarted)"

Sheletsgoofmeandichuckle

Me:"Phakathwayo"

Ibow

Dad:"Sitdownandyouarelate"

IsitdownnexttoNoma.IlookatMenziandhelooksatmewithhisjawsclenched.

Dad:"beforeiappointanyofyouhooliganskingwhatiswrongwithyourbehaviour.Ihadtofind

mywifecryingovergrownmen!!"

Hebangsthetable.Histoneisnotniceandhatesitwhenhiswifecries.Wearesilent

Dad:"talk"

HelooksatMeandilookdownandheturnstoMenzi.

Menzi:"ItsnothingNkosiyam "

Hechucklesanditsnotnice.Thismanintimidatestheshitoutofme.

Dad:"Iseeyouwantmetokillyoubothsotalk"

Me:"Itsagirl"

Dad:"Whatgirl?"

Mbali:"DesertMyking.?"

Shesaysstandingup

Dad:"Shutupandsitdown!"

Hesaidsocalmly

Dad:"talk"
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Me:"Menzi?"

Isaylookingathim.

Menzi:"i...ihadanaffairwithmypaandnowMuziistakingher"

Dad:"heehyouwanttoseemegocrazy"

Hestoodupandwalkedoffwithhandsbehindhisback

Mom :"thisisnotgood"

Shestopsupandfollowedhim.

Menzi:"you..."

Me:"Itoldyoutolethergo."

HejumpedoffhischairandMbalirushedoutNomagotinbetweenus

Noma:"stopitnibadalaukulwelaindunu(youareoldtobefightingoverpussy)"

Me:"iwillfuckyouupwena"

Menzi:"nxxFuckyou.Watchyourback"

Me:"alwaysbro"

Hewalkedoffhuffing

Noma:"stopthis"

Me:"ihaveawomanwaitingforme"

Noma:"iwillvisit"

Me:"sure"

Wehuggedandiwalkedout.Thatwasfast.Thisstaywon'tbeniceisee.

.

.
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INSERTTWELVE

.

.

Ifeltthebedmove,icouldn'tsleepforsomeweirdreason.Iwasstartledbuthisscentmade

merelaxabit."itsme"

Irelaxedandhepulledmeclosertohim.Suddenlyifeltwarmerthaniwasbefore.Hesurely

didcomebacksosoonbutatthesametimeifeelateasethatheishere.Iclosemyeyesas

hekissesmycheekandofftoLalaLandigo.

.

.

.

Thesunwaspenetratingmyeyesasiopenedthem slowly.Icheckedmysurroundingsandiam

onacomfortablebedandMaDlamscupboardisnotthefirstthingisee.Igetoffthebedandit

showssomeonewasrestingbesideme.Hisscentgivesoffwhereiam again.Igetoffthebed

andiwalktothebathroom.Ismilealltomyselfthenchuckle.Couldthismanjuststop

charmingmecauseheismakingmeblushalotonmyownattimesandidon'trememberus

datingbutheissosweet.Igobrushmyteethbeforeitakeoffmyclothesandgetintothis

Bubblebath.Isitthereasmybodyrelaxestothewarm water.Iforgetallmytroublesfora

momentandenjoysomestrawberrytreats.Usuallywineisaccompaniedbythesekindof

thingsbutthisisMuzi.Idon'tthinkheisintothatorheforgotmaybe?.Igetoutafterspending

sometimeinthereandiwearatowelaroundmyself.Igotoutandwenttomysuitcaseandi

tookoutafloraldressandsandals.Todayiam exploringKhanyisaKingdom withNtombi.I

meanitsatripsoletmeenjoy.Igetoutandgodownthestairs.Iheargigglesandlaughter.I

seethem havingpancakestowhatitlookslike.IsmileathowNtombilookssohappy.



83

Ntombi:"NoDaddybear,idon'tplaywithboys"

Muzi:"goodcausedaddybearwillhitthatboy."

Me:"haibo"

Theylaughandlookatme.Ntombigetsoffthechairandrushestomeandwehug

Me:"Ididn'tgettosingyourlullabyyesterday"

Ntombi:"Wewillsingittonight.LookLaah,lookatmyhair"

Me:"Mmmhwhodidyourhair?"

Ntombi:"Daddydid"

IlookedatMuzi

Me:"mmmhDaddyneh"

Isay

Muzi:"Jealousydoesn'tsuityoulum lum "

Me:"iam notjealous.Please"

Theylaugh

Me:"whatsforbreakfastfamily?"

Ntombi:"Pancakes!!"

Shesaysclappingandjumping

Muzi:"NowPumpkincomeandfinishyourfood"

ShenoddedandrantoherseatMuzicametome.

Muzi:"MorningmyQueen"

Me:"morningmyprince"

Hechuckles.

Muzi:"aren'tikingofyourheart?"

Hesayswitharaisedeyebrow

Me:"Wellitsstillsearching....."
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Ilaugh

Muzi:"ouchok."

Hegivesmeaperk

Me:"Usana(achild)"

Ican'tsayUmntwanabecauseheisthat

Muzi:"(Laughing)AreyouavoidingcallingNtombiroyalty?"

Me:"uhm no"

Helaughs

Me:"mxm.Letmegoandeat"

Imovefrom him andhefollows.

Me:"canwehaveanavigatororsomethingcauseiwannaexplorethiskingdom "

Muzi:"itsverybeautiful.Iwillbeyourtourguide"

Me:"doyouevenknowhalfofthevillage?"

Muzi:"idoknow.Don'tunderestimatemeplease"

Ilaugh

Me:"Okgps"

HethrowsaclothatmeandNtombilaughs.Wehadbreakfastthem preparedtoleave.We

madesandwichesandtooksomesnacks.MuzisaidwewillhaveapicnicbytheVillage

waterfall.IpreferreduswalkingsowecanseemoreofKhanyisaandhedidn'tseeaproblem

withthat.Weleft.Guardswerefollowingusinadistance.NtombiwasonMuzi'sshoulders.

Thisvillagelooksamazing.Thegreennessandtherichmentofitssoilandplants.

Me:"youhavealotofbeautifulvegetation"

Muzi:"evenourstrawberries.Theyaremyfavourite.Whatsuniqueaboutourkingdom isthat

ourfruitsgrowallyearlong"

WewalkedpastaPeachtreeanditlookedbigandjuicy

Ntombi:"Daddycanihaveone?"

Muzi:"surepumpkin"
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Hepickedsomeforusandwetasted.

Me:"mmm"

Imoanedinenjoyment

Muzi:"ishouldbetheonemakingyoudothat"

Me:"ubolilesies(youaredirtymindedsies)"

Hechuckled

Ntombi:"Nibolilesies!"

Welaughed.

Wecarriedonwalking.

Me:"isthevillagethisgoodorthereareotherpeoplewhoarenotasadvantagedasothers?"

Muzi:"Ihaveheardaboutthem butneverseenthem "

Me:"ok,iam hungry.Canwegotothewaterfall?"

Ntombi:"metoo"

Muzi:"okmyladies"

Wewenttothewaterfallanditssobeautiful.Thegreenandcolourfulflowersbythebanks

beforeitenterstherivers.Thesoundofitandtheshade.Thisisparadisereally

Ntombi:"Wow"

Me:"wowindeedbaby"

Muzi:"ohthankyouforthecomplimentsladies"

hesaidbrushinghimself.

Me:"notyou"

Ntombilaughed.Hefrowned

Me:"thisisamazing"

Muzi:"letseat."

Welaidtheblanketdownandwesatdownonit.Itookoutthesnacksandwestartedeating

andhavingagoodtimetogether.Thiswasreallyrefreshingfrom thecitylifewehavebackat

home.
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Ntombi:"lookLaahiwannaplay"

Therewasagirlplayingbythewaterfall

Muzi:"sheisgonnafallin."

Westoodupandwentbythelittlegirl.Thesightofherpained,tearsleftmyeyes.Shewasso

skinnyanddryskinned.Shelookedlikeshehasn'teatenorbathedfordays.Shewasolderthan

Ntombi.Maybe14ifnotmistaken.

Muzi:"youaregonnafallin"

shejumped.Ithinkshewasn'texpectingus.ShebowedimmediatelywhenshesawMuziand

wentonherknees.

Her:"iam sorryyourhighess,Pleasedon'tthrowmeinthedungeon.Iwillneversetfootthis

side"

Muzi:"youmayrise"

Ntombi:"doyouwantfood?"

Sheshookherheadwithtears

Muzi:"comejoinus"

Sheshotalookupandlookedscared

Me:"Theguards"

Muzi:"backdown"

Theymovedbacktowhatevertheywereupto.Itookthegirl'shandandwewalkedbacktoour

picnicplaceandgaveherfoodandsheatelikethereisnotomorrow.Itpainedme.

Me:"whatisyourname?"

Sheswallowed.

Her:"Ndalo,BuhlebendaloSokhulu"

IsmiledandsatnexttoherandalsoNtombi

Ntombi:"iam Ntombi"

Me:"whereareyoufrom ?"

ShelookedatMuzithendown.Ilookedathim andheclearedhisthroat
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Muzi:"whichsideofthekingdom areyoufrom ?"

Her:"TheMalahlenisideyourhighness"

Shetakesabiteoffthebread.

"NDALO!NDALO!"

Shelooksupinfearandshestandsupandwealsodo.Weseeawomanappearandsheruns

off.

Me:"Ndalo"

Woman:"iam sorryyourmajestywearesorryforherbotheringyou"

shelooksscared

Muzi:"itsno......problem "

Theywerealreadyoutofsightrunningaway.IturnedtoMuzi

Me:"Doesthisalwayshappen?"

Muzi:"itsmyfirsttimeseeingpeoplelikethat.LetaloneknowtheMalahleniside"

Welookbacktowheretheyrushedoff.Wepackedupandleft.Seeingthem disturbedmetoo

much.Iwasconsumedinmythoughtstoomuch

Muzi:"don'tworry"

Me:"ijustknowhowtheyfeel"

Helooksatme.

Muzi:"howaboutwedropNtombiwithMom tomorrow thenwegotothatsidetogetherand

searchforNdalo?"

Me:"really?"

Muzi:"anythingforyou"

Ismiled

Me:"youareoneinamillionPhakathwayo"

Hefrowns

Muzi:"thatsmydad"

ilaugh
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Me:"okGumede"

Hesmiles

Muzi:"youdrivemecrazyyouknow"

Me:"yetiam notyourgirlfriend"

Muzi:"enhlizweniyam unguMkami(inmyheartyouaremywife)"

iblush

Me:"isthatanewpickupline?"

Muzi:"itsastatement"

Mycheeksjustheatedup.Yohthisman

.

.

.

INSERTTHIR-TEEN

.

.

.

*MENZI*

.

.
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Isatupasicouldn'tsleep.Ilookedatmysideandshelookedsopeacefulyetsheisnottalking

tomeanditsnotsittingwellwithmeatthemoment.

Me:"Baby"

Sheissilent.Idecidedtoshakeherabit.

Mbali:"Mmmh"

Me:"Babyweneedtotalk.Idon'tlikewhatsgoingonbetweenus"

Mbali:"Menzisleeptuu"

Shesaidturningtheotherway.Ipulledhertomeandshelayedonmychestbutpushed

herself.

Mbali:"LeavemealoneMenzi"

Me:"Babyweneedtotalk"

Mbali:"aboutwhat?Youcheating?"

Me:"Itwasn'tcheating"

Shechuckledmockingly

Mbali:"Lordyouaretestingme"

Me:"Idon'tlikethistension"

Mbali:"YoucreateditMenzijustleavemealone"

Itouchedhershoulderandsheyankedherself.

Me:"Mbali"

Mbali:"eyiMenziyouareirritatingme,youwantmetobehappyandcongratulateyouwell

doneonbeingunfaithful"

Me:"Iam gonnaMarryher"

Shesatupandopenedthesidelampandclapped

Continuation.
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.

.

.

Shesatupandturnedonthesidelampandclappedherhands.

Mbali:"Wow."

Me:"Iloveherasmuchasiloveyou"

Mbali:"Youaredisrespectful"

Me:"Iam not"

Mbali:"Youfirstcheatonmeandnowyoutellmeshitthatyouwanttomarryher!!Doyouwant

metobehappyforyouandclaphandsforyouMenzi!?"

Me:"Calm downwearetalking"

Shechuckledmockingly

Mbali:"Calm down?YouareinnopositiontobarkordersatthemomentWenasodon'ttellme

shit!"

Me:"Igetyouareangrybutrespectme"

Mbali:"ohNo,Youlostthatpositiontobemananddemandrespectfrom mewhenyou

disrespectedme!"

Shegotoffthebedandifollowedher

Me:"Whereareyougoing?"

Mbali:"Nonofyourbusiness.JustleavemethefuckaloneMenzi!!"

Me:"baby"

Shethrew asidelampinmydirectionandiducked.

Me:"ThefuckMbali!!"

Mbali:"Tryme!"

"Whatisallthisnoise?"

ThedoorwasopenedanditwasMom andNoma.MbalijustbrokedownandMom rantoher.

Mom :"Menziwhatisthisnoiseatnight"
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Me:"Ndlunkuluwearesorry"

Mom :"Mbaliwhatsiswrongmychild"

Mbali:"ItsMenziMah,Hedoesn'tloveme"

Mom :"Menzi!"

Me:"Mbaliineversaidthat.IloveyouandLandiswatoo.Iwantyoubothmarriedtome"

Noma:"IhheeeeeDreamsdocometrue"

Sheclappedherhands

Me:"Shutup"

Mom :"Don'ttellyoursistertoshutup.Mbaliispregnantandshedoesn'tneedyourstress.

Landiswaatthemomentdoesn'twanttoseeyouasyouhurther"

Me:"ItsbecauseMuziiscomfortingherMah"

Mbali:"ineedtosleep"

Shewalkedout

Me:"Mbali"

Mom :"LeavehertocooldownMenzi.IwillcallyoubrotherandLandiswaOvertomorrow

morning"

Me:"ItshoursandMuziishere"

Mom :"theywillcome"

Shewalkedtowardsthedoor

Me:"WaitisLandiswahereaswell?Whydidn'tyoutellme"

Mom :"Sheisnothereforyou.SheisherewithMuzianditwasnotmyplace"

Me:"FuckMahyoushouldhavetoldme!!"

Noma:"EyiwenaDadwillfuckyouupsayingthattohiswife!"

Ihuffedcausesheisright.

Mom :"sleep.Theywillbehere."

Theywalkedoutandshutthedoor.Iangryscreamedaroundtheroom andthrewtheotherside

lamponthefloor.Therewasaknockanditopened.
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Servant:"TheQueenaskedmetocomecleanthisroom myPrince"

IignoredherandJustwalkedouttothePalacegarden.Thoughitsnighttimebutineedsome

timeoff.

.

.INSERTFOUR-TEEN

*MUZI*

.

.

"Mylove,doyoueverdream of

Candypouredinraindrops

You'rethesame

Mycandyrain "

"ouuuhididn'tknowwehadanUsher"

Ilaughedandwipedmyhandswhileshecamecloserandiwenttoherandheldherwaistand

kissedherforehead.

Me:"Morning"

Landiswa:"MorningQwabe"Me:"Youjustruinedthesurprise"

Landiswa:"Ahnothebedwascoldsoiwokeup"

Me:"Ohyoumeanimakeyouwarm ?"

Isaywithasmirk

Landiswa:"Yesyouworkasablanket"

Ilaugh
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Me:"Ohwowsomuchforlove"

Shegiggled

Landiwsa:"whatareyoumakinganyway?"

ShesaidsittingontheHighchairinfrontofme.

Me:"Oats"

Landiswa:"Wow,APrinceMakingoatsthisneedsinstagram forreal"

Ithrewaclothather

Me:"Ican'tbegoodlooking.Ihavetomeetalotoftraits"

Landiswa:"Goodlookingyeahtellyourselfthatfrog"

Me:"Hater"

Isulkedandshelaughed

Landiswa:"AwuGumedeiam playingyouknowthat"

Shecarriedonlaughingandifoundmyselfsmilingjustlookingather.Herlaughingandsmiling

justmakesmyworldstopandjustwanttostareathowamazingsheis.Sheslowsdown

Landiswa:"(Giggling)what?"

Me:"Youarebeautiful"

Sheblushed

Landiswa:"(Giggling)AhhMuzijustfinishthesingingandCookingandstoptalking"

Ilaugh

Me:"whateveryouwishmylady"

Isaidcarryingoncooking

Landiswa:"Andthesinging?icannothavenoentertainment.SingmyPrince"

Ilaughed

Me:"Thisabuse"

Landiswa:"Don'tstart"

Me:"okwhichsong?"
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Landiswa:"Theoneyouweresinging.Idon'tknowit"

Me:"Tellmeyouarejokingbabe"

sheshookherheadsocute

Landiswa:"Nopeiam not."

Me:"Youdon'tknowSouls4ReallikeBabe.Weneedtolistentothem "

Landiswa:"Iam aKennylattimoreFanBabesoidon'tknowthem.Sing"

Me:"Letsmakeadealtolistentothem whenweleave"

Landiswa:"(frowing)Ok,Muzisingiam waiting"

Ichuckled

Me:"Haveyoueverlovedsomeone

Somuchyouthoughtyou'ddie

Givensomuchofyourself

Itseemstheonlyway

Tellmewhatwantanddone

andiwillgiveittoyou

Causeyouare

[chorus]

Mylove,doyoueverdream of

Candypouredinraindrops

You'rethesame

Mycandyrain "

Landiswa:"Awawhystop?"

Me:"(chuckling)becausewehavetoeat,theoatsarereadymissy"

Landiswa:"Mxm youoatsbore"

Ilaugh
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Landiswa:"LetmewakeupNtombi"

Me:"Leavehertorest"

Landiswa:"Mondayihavetobebackatworkyouknowandthatistomorrow "

Me:"ihavesortedthatoutandschoolworkforNtombi.Wewillleavenextweek"

Landiswa:"doyouknowMaDlams?"

Shesayswithaneyebrowraised.Itookoutthedishesanddishedup

Me:"Icharmedher"

Sheclappedherhandsandlaugheddramatically

Me:"thatsgoofybabenahsisitain'tright"

Ishookmyheadandshegavemeamiddlefingerandtongueoutandwelaughed.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Everytimeisaythatifeelsogoodandrightlikeiam atpeacewithmyselfeventhoughshehas

neversaiditbackbutilovesayingthat

Landiswa:"Ncooh.Ilovemetoo"

Me:"Mxm "

Shelaughedandweateandafterthatsheinsistedoncleaningeventhoughacleaningcrew

alwayscometwiceaweekwheniam hereandoncewheniam nothere.Igoandtakea

shower.IneedtobuildLandiswa'sgrandmotherabeautifulhousejusttosaythankyoufor

groomingsuchawonderfulwoman.IgetoutaftersometimeandiseeLandiswaisinthe

bedroom.

Landiswa:"Ntombiisreadyandset.Ihavefedherandpackedsomestuffforher"

Me:"okthanksbabethoughiwouldhaveloveddoingthatwithNtombi.Shemakesmeexcited

andfeellikearealmanwithachild"

Shesmiled

Landiswa:"youareamazing.Letmegoshower"

Shewenttothebathroom andmyphonerangasilotioned.ItsMom

Me:"Ndlunkulu"

Mom :"Muzihowareyou?Whenisthelittleonecoming?"



96

Me:"weareonourwaythere"

Mom :"ohok.WelliwantyoutocomewithLandiswathereisameeting"

Me:"IsittheMenzithing?Shouldn'thepreparedtogotothemountainforawholeweekand

becleansedandstuffbeforethecorination?"

Mom :"yesheisleavingtomorrow kodwacome"

Isighed

Me:"Okwewillbeonourway"

Shehungup.Menzican'tjustletthingsgo.Iwon'tgiveuponLandiswawithoutafight.Iget

dressedinnavychino's,NavygolfshirtwithNavyNikesneakersandabrownbeltandtopped

offwithawatchandnavyNikebaseballcap.Isprayedperfumeandgotout.Landiswawas

lotioningherlegs.DamnGumedestoodfirm andprintedonmypants.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"iwillbedownstairs"

Sheturnedjumping

Landiswa:"Ohmyithoughtyouleft.Sorry"

Sherushedtotheclosetandcloseditandilaughed.Iwalkeddownthestairsandiheard

cartoonsplaying

"DoyouseetheMap?"

Godihatethem foraskingtheobviouslikethethingisrightthere

Ntombi:"yes!!"

Butiguessbeingakidcomeswithsomedumbnessnyanatoenjoyyourchildhood

Me:"Boo!"

NtombiJumped

Ntombi:"(holdingherchest)Daddyyouscaredme"

Icarriedher

Me:"Sorrypumpkin.Haveyoueaten?"

Ntombi:"Yesdaddy"

"letsleave"
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IlookerbackanditwasLandiswawalkingdownthestairs.Damnwhatisthiswomandoingto

me?SheisinaNavybodybodyhuggingdressthatreachesherkneeswithaorangesandred

withwhuteprintedheadwrapandherhairisnicelydone.Hehipsandassallinplaceandwith

Sandalsontop.Shelooksbeautiful.

Landiswa:"CloseyourmouthQwabeflieswillgoin."

ShesaidlaughingandperkingNtombi.

Landiswa:"letsgo"

Me:"dadcalledameetingwithus"

Landiswa:"youjokeright?"

Me:"letsgo"

Wewalkedout.Youcouldseeshewasnothappy.IbuckledNtombiandthegaurdsgotintheir

carsandidroveoffwiththem aroundus.(onecarinfrontandoneattheback).Iheldher

hand

Me:"relaxiam there"

Shenodded

WegottothePalaceandwegotout.ItookNtombiandLandiswatookherbag

Ntombi:"Wow,DaddyareweatSophia's?"

Me:"whoisSophia?"

Shegiggledandhidherselfonthecrackofmyneck.WeenteredandMom waswaitingforus

withNoma.

Ntombi:"itsaprincessdaddy"

Noma:"wadladaddy(yougodaddy)"

Me:"youareforwardyouknow.Whenareyougoingtoaparty?"

Noma:"mxm"

shesulked

Mom :"sheisnotgoinganywherethisone.Itsevenamiraclethatyoupassvarsity"

Noma:"faithmotherhasneverfailedanyone"

Mom :"mmmh"



98

Welaughed.

Mom :"Landiswamychild"

Landiswasmiledandtheyhugged.

Landiswa:"(bowing)MyQueen"

Ntombi:"LaahsheisQueen?"

Mom :"yesiam QueenandthismustbethelittleNtombi,ihaveheardalotaboutyou"

ShesmiledandMom tookNtombi

Ntombi:"doyouknowSophia?"

Welaughed

Mom :"Nobutyouwillbeaprincessfortoday"

Ntombi:"withatiara?"

Mom:"yep,gowithNomaandshewillshowyouhowtobeaprincess"

Noma:"comeNtombi"

ShetookherBagandtheywalkedoff

Mom :"sheremindsmeofNomawhenshewasyoung"

Me:"ahdon'tcompare"

Mom :"areyoualwaysforward?"

LandiswaLaughed

Me:"nowletsgoandgetthismeetingdone.Wehavesomewheretobe"

Mom :"come"

Wewalkedofftothelivingchamber.Thatswhatweshouldcallalivingroom inthisKingdom "

Dadhasn'tarrived.

Me:"Mbali"

Mbali:"hiMuzi"

ShesaidwhilelookingatLandiswawithanattitudeMenziwasalsolookingatLandiswathen

me,wesatdown
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Menzi:"Laah"

Landiswa:"Menzi,MrsQwabe"

Mbali:"(oneclap)Letyourwillbedonefatheriam beingtested"

"sitdownallofyou"

ItwasDadwalkingin.Weallbowedbeforesittingdown.Helookedatusandicouldsee

Landiswawasscared.

Dad:"whoistheyounglady?"

Mom :"thisistheLandiswatheboyssquabbleover"

Hawumom bemakingitseem likeLandiswaisahoe.Shelookeddown.

Dad:"(lookingatMenzi)Talkyouwantedthismeeting"

Heclearedhistroatandmovedforward.

Menzi:"uhm thankyouforthisopportunity.Firstlyiwouldlovetoapologisetomywifefor

(cleatthroat)cheatingonherandlandiswaaswellforlyingtoher"

Mbali:"mmmh"

Menzi:"inevermenttohurtthem "

Landiswa:"whydidyou?"

Menzi:"iam sorryLandiswa"

Sheseemedpissed

Landiswa:"Whydidyouhurtus?"

Menzi:"inevermenttodoit,ijustloveyoubothwithMbaliandwannamarryyoubothasmy

wives"

Weallsharedamockinglaugh.Hewaspissingmeoff.Iclenchedmyjawsandleanedforward.

Landiswa:"Wow"

Mbali:"wowindeed"

Dad:"ihearyouMenzibutyoushouldhavebeenhonestwithLandiswainthefirstplace.She

doeshavearighttobeangrybutitsbraveofyoutocomeandapologisetotheseladiesandso

asyourwife,Landiswawhatdoyousayafterwhatmysonhasshared?"
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Landiswa:"iam notgonnashareanotherwomansmanandanotherthingisiwon'tbecome

secondbesttosomeone.Iam sorry,iwouldratherbealone"

Mom :"whatisgoingonbetweenyouandMuzi?"

Shelookedatmethenlookeddown.

Landiswa:medon'tknowmyQueen"

Dad:"areyougonnaMarryMuzi?"

Dadkodwa.Sheshotherheadupandlookedatme.

Me:"(clearthroat)wedon'tknowwhatthefutureholds"

Dad:"mmmhok,Menzifocusonyourwife,YouareabouttobeafatheranfKingandchasing

afteraskirtisnothowyoushouldbedoing.AndasforyouMuzi,bothofyoushouldbe

brothersandnotletawomanbetweenthebothofyou.Ihopethisisthelasttimeiam having

thismeetingaboutsomthinglikethis.Youarebrothersandshouldbeunited.Understood?"

Heactuallywasn'taskingusbuttellingus

Us:"yesPhakathwayo"

hestoodup

Dad:"Mkami"

Mom stoodupwithasmile.TheyLoveeachothersomuch,dadwouldkillforherwithoutany

hesitationjustlikeiwouldforLum Lum .

Ilookedatherandshelookedatme.Theywalkedout

Landiswa:"wehaveavisitremember?"

Menziwalkedoutangry

Mbali:"mmhsies"

Me:"don'tstartsomethingyouwon'tfinishMbali"

Westoodupandwalkedoutandiopenedthedoorforherandshegotinandwedroveoff.

.

.

.



101

INSERTFIF-TEEN

.

.

.

Afterweleftthepalacemymindwasriddledinthoughts.Alotofthethoughts.Idon'tknow

myselfatthemomentanditslikeiam stuckinarockandahardplace.Menzi,Heisthemani

dedicatedmyselfforayeartohim.Hemayhavehurtmebutmyfeelingscan'tjusteasilygo

awayandthenthereisMuzi.Ilookathim ashesingsoneofhisSoul4realsongs.Idon'teven

knowit.Ifindmyselfsmilinganditseffortlessly.HonestlyheisamazingbutheisMenzi's

brother,ishouldn'tdomyexlikethatbutilikewhatwehave.Idon'tknowwhybutwhenhe

says"ILoveyou"tomeitfeelsdifferent.Likebubbleswarm upinmeandmybodytingles.His

touches,Justhislittletouchmakesmefeellikeiam alovestruckteenager.Hiswarmthand

hisAurathathehas.Itmysteriousaswell.Hisphonedisturbsmefrom mythoughtsandhe

answersit.

Muzi:"Sho"

Hefrownsandstealsaglanceatmeabitbeforehecarriesonwiththeconversation.

Muzi:"Ican'tcomethisweek.Youhavetoflydown"

Hesays.Hisvoicehaschangedandismoreofanauthoritivevoicethatismakingmybody

tingle.

Muzi:"DammitSticksiwantyouherebytonightthisisawar,amess!"

Hisvoicemakesmejump.Hecalmsdownandlooksatme
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Muzi:"wewilltalklater."

Hehungup

Me:"Everythingok?"

Iaskconcerned.

Muzi:"(Fakeasmileandkissesmyhand)YesLum lum.Iam ok"

Inodded.

Me:"Shouldn'twebuylikesomethingbeforegoingtowhereNdalolives.?"

Hesmilesagenuineone.Forasecondithoughthismoodchange.

Muzi:"Thatisagoodidea.Wewilldrivetothenearestshoppingcenter"

Me:"Andonelastthing"

Muzi:"What?"

Me:"Youwillsee.Justhopeyouwillsayyes"

Muzi:"Ifitsnotbadandcomprimisesyoursafetythenyes"

Me:"Ahbaba"

Welaughed.

Muzi:"Youtalktoomuch"

Me:"Youlovemelikethat"

Muzi:"Andiwonderwhy?"

Iplayfullypushedhim.Welaughedandhedrovetotheshoppingcenter.Webasicallybought

groceriesandhepaidwhichwearguedabout.

Muzi:"Youhavetogetusedtomepayingwhenyouarewithme"

Me:"Ialsowantedtocontribute"

Muzi:"ItsourshareLum lum.Don'tworryandwhataretheballoonsfor?"

Me:"Nje"

Heshookhisheadandgavethecarguardmoneyandwegotinandhedroveofftotheside

whereNdalolives.Wellweaskedalotofpeopleonthewayfordirectionsandthebowingandall.

Wowistillcan'tgetenoughofhowbeautifulandrefreshingthisKingdom is.Ipluggedinmy
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phoneandPlayedmysongs.Muzishookhisheadbutwedancedtothem.

Me&Muzi:"(Singing)Everywhereshego

Theyplayinmysongs

That'swhyisaythethings

Isaythatwayyoucan'tignoreme.

Soandso(Laughing)yeah

Justgivemeallofyouinexchangeforme

Justgivemeallofyouinexchangeformeforme

.[Muzialone]

Muzi:"Breakitdown

Yeah,aySir

Check

Weusedtolayupandthenstayup

Havesexandthenblowgame

Ishouldhaveplayednogameswitchujustlevelledupmyway

LasttimeiSawyouinthestreets

Thatwasstrange

GuessThere'snothingicoulddo

Yeah

ItistrueEx'schange(yeah)

Ex'schangeforthebetter(better)

Iknowyouknow howtomakemejealous

Iwasneverloyalletmetellyou

Thatiam readytofixitifyouready

Oh "
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Hesaidthelastpartwithasmirkwhilelookingatme.Goshimelted.

Me:"Brysontillerwillsueyou"

Muzi:"Iwasgood"

Me:"Yepsomeparts"

Muzi:"Likeyouknewthem "

Hewasright

Me:"Mxm Yaphapha"

Hechuckled.

Muzi:"LoveyoutooLum lum "

Iblushed.

Muzi:"AndsheBlushes,ScoreMuzi"

Ilaughed

Me:"Fora31yearoldyouaresuresilly"

Muzi:"Youmakemesilly"

Ismiled.

Muzi:"Lookdoesn'tthatlooklikeNdalo?"

Ilookedoverandthatsherinthefieldswithotherwomenaswell.Somehavebabiesontheir

backsinthisblazingsun.

Me:"itis."

ItriedtoopenthedoorbutMuzilockedit

Me:"Muzi".

Muzi:"Mmh"

Me:"(pouting)iwannacomeout"

Muzi:"waitforthecartostopLum lum.Itsdangerous"

Ilaidbackontheleatherseats

Me:"Youareright"
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Hefoundaplacetoparkandgotout.Mydoorwasstilllockedandheopenedmysideandthe

peoplehavestoppedworkingandwerelookingatus.Iwasabitshy.TheseeyesmyGod.He

closedthedoorandheldmyhandandibreathedoutbeforewewalkedtowardsthem while

greeting.

Women:"Yourhighness"

Theybowedandababycriedwhiletherewassilence.Theydidn'talllookinagoodstateeven

theblanketthatwaswrappingthechilddidn'tlookok.Myheartbledforthem.

Me:"Caniholdher?"

Thewomenlookedatmeandhesitatedabitbeforebringingdownherchildfrom herbackandi

heldher.Ifellinlovewiththechild.Ilovekidsingeneral.

Me:"Whatishername?"

Woman:"GciniwemyQueen"

Ichuckled

Me:"Iam notaQueenandcallmeLandiswapleaseMah"

Shesmiled.

Woman:"Itsnicebutican't"

IlookedatMuzi.

Muzi:"Ndalo"

Shecametowardsusandbowed.Theyalllookedinfear.

Ndalo:"Yourhighness"

Muzi:"Wecametoseeyou"

Sheshotherheadup

Hermother:"Iam sorryMyPrinceforanycrimeshehascommited."

Shesaidbowing

Muzi:"(chuckling)worrynotshehasnotcommitedanycrime.Wejustcametoseeher"

Iwasplayingwiththebaby

Me:"IwillseeyousometimeGcini"
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IgavethebabybacktothemotherandMuziheldmyhand.

Me:"HowareyouNdalo?"

Ndalo:"FineMiss"

Me:"Itsgoodtoseeyou"

Ismiledandshedidtoo.Shelookslikeshehasn'teaten.Theyfinishedtheirworkaswe

helpedandthenwetookthem totheirhome.ItwasaneatMudhouse.Wegavethem

groceriesandhermotherwassheddingtearswhichmademecrywhileshewasthankingus.

Hermother:"(crying)Godblessyou"

Muzi:"ThisisnothingMah.Thankyou"

Hesmiled.Thatfeltgood.Doingsomethingnice

Me:"HowoldareyouNdalo?"

Ndalo:"17"

Neverthought

Me:"youstillinschoolright?"

Shenodded

Me:"Imayhavegivenuponmydreamsbutdon'tevergiveuponyours.Don'tlookatyour

situationasastopbutastruggletosuccess

Ndalo:"Thankyousisi"

Ihuggedher.

Itwasgettinglate

Muzi:"Wehavetoleavenow.Wewillvisitsoon"

Theynoddedandthankedusmorebeforeweleft.

Me:"Maniam tiredbutthatwasnice.Ifeelalltheirpain.

Muzi:"Yeah.Ididn'tknowallofthatandthisside"

Me:"YouneedtoexploreMyPrince"

Muzi:"withyouherewewill"

Ismiled.Therewassilence
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Muzi:"SeeingNdalo'ssituationgotmethinking"

Me:"about?"

Muzi:"Thefuture.ImaynotbeKingsoonbutthisisalsomyKingdom "

Me:"Sowhatdoyoumean?"

Muzi:"Imeanthatiwanttostartascholarshipprogram ,Give15Scholarshipsto15kidsevery

yeartothem.Sotheycanstudywhatevertheylikefrom thiskingdom tobetteritandgetthem

outofPoverty"

Me:"Ohmygoshthatssonice.Youwoulddothatforthekids?"

Muzi:"Yeah,Itwouldputgoodusetomymoneyanditssomethingiwanttodo"

Me:"Butisn'tlike15toomuch"

Muzi:"Don'tworryaboutthemoneywejusthavetofigureitout."

Me:"Ok."

Muzi:"Andialreadyhavetwocandidates"

Me:"Who?"

Muzi:"Ndaloandyou"

Ilookedathim whilehemovedhishandsonthestaringwheelandlookallcooly.

Me:"Me?Whyme?"

Muzi:"IwantyoutoalsoachieveyourDreamsjustlikehowyouwantNtombiandNdaloto

achievetheirs"

Me:"buttheyareyoung.Itsstillearlyforthem "

Muzi:"butnotlateforyou,(holdingmyhand)Lum lum.IfnotforyourselfthenforNtombibut

mostlyyourself"

Igiggledwithtears.Reallyidon'tknowwhattosay.

Muzi:"Youarebreakingmyheartwhenyoucry"

Hepouted.Ilaughedandwipedmytears.

Me:"Thankyou"

Muzi:"(smiling)Itsalwaysapleasurewithyou"



108

Ismiledandkissedhischeek.Wegottohome.Welliwillcallitthatfornowandwewentupthe

stairsandwenttogetwashed.Weshoweredindifferentroomsandigotdressedinagreyand

blackscorchminiskirtwithablacklongsleevetopandiworeflopsandtiedmyhairintoabun.

Itooktheballonsandistartedfixingthem upandotherthingsandiwentdownthestairsand

Muzihasn'tcamedown.Iputeverythinginthebootandwenttocallhim.Itwasgettingdark.

Me:"Muzihurry,Youaredressinglikeagirl!"

Herusheddownthestairs.Killmenowmybuttercupthismanisoozingsex.Helooksso

yummyinhisblackshortswithablacktshirtandsneakers.Hisbrackethairylegsaremaking

him moresexy.

Muzi:"CloseyourmouthLum lum flieswillflyin."

Me:"Mxm "

Hechuckledandperkesmylips.

Muzi:"Loveyoubun"

Me:"yousogay"

Mmmhhesmelledsogood.

Me:"comeletsgo"

Wewalkedoutandgotinthecarandhedroveoff"

Muzi:"SowhereistheLocationMylady"

Me:"bythewater"

Muzi:"Riverorwaterfallbutitslate"

Me:"thenafieldbutcanhearthewaterstill"

Muzi:"Ok.Iknow aperfectplace"

HecarriedondrivingandwewerelisterningtoMusic.Wegottothatplaceanditwasdark

now.Heparkedthecarandtheheadlightswereon.Igotoffandwenttoopenthebootand

tookouttheBatteryLEDlights,likeLanternslikeandigaveonetoMuzianditookone.

Muzi:"Ok."

Me:"Letsstandinfrontofthecar"

Itookouttheballoonsandtherewere7.Clearbuthadgoldfluffinside.Igavehim threeandi

took4.
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Me:"Sowearegonnaplayagame.Wegonnawritewhatwewanttosaytoeachotherand

thenyoupushthepaperintotheholepipethingthatyouareholdingfortheballoontostand.

Whenwearedone.Wearegonnaexchangetheballonsandpopthem "

Muzi:"SoundsFunbutwhataboutthe4thone"

Ismile

Me:"Wellthisonewillbespecial.Wewritesomethingthatwegetfrom thebottom ofour

heartsforeachotherandthenweputournotesintogetherandpopthem together"

Muzi:"okletsstart"

Me:"Letsmegrabthenotepadandpens."

Iwenttothecarandthemusicwasplayingloudenoughtohear.TevinCampbellwasplaying.

Sorryguysbutiam anoldskooljunkiesoforgiveme.Igavehim hisnotepadandpenandwe

startedwritingwhileourballoonsareinthecarandheputhisinandididthesameonallmy

threeandthentheforthonewedidaswellanditookthe4andhetookhis3.Wewentinfront

ofthecar.

Me:"(Breathingout)ok"

Muzi:"whateverwewrotehereihopemyonesdon'taffectyou"

Oknow heisscaryingme.Weexchangedandigavehim apinofhisown.

Me:"Youstart"

Muzi:"ladiesfirst"

Me:"Mmmh"

Hechuckledandiclosedmyeyesandpoppeditandtheglitterspilledonme.

Muzi:"sogirly"

Me:"Ithastobe"

Hesmirkedshakinghisheadandthenotewasonthefloorsoipickeditupandopenedit.

Me:"(reading)Idon'tevenknowwhattosaybutonethingiknowisthatiwantittolast,you

bymysidethatis"

Iblushed.

Me:"Ncoh"

Hechuckled.
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Muzi:"mxm "

Me:"socheesy"

Hepoppedhisballoonandpickeduphisnote.

Muzi:"(reading)Iknowathousandswordswon'tmessuretohowmuchiam thankfuland

gratefulofyou"

Hesmiled.

Muzi:"Arghmanlookwhoischeesy"

Me:"mxm "

Ipoppedmynextballoon

Me:"(Reading)IfindmyselfcountingmyblessingsandThesetwowomenathousandmore

times"

Ilookathim andhesmiles

Me:"Theotheroneswekeepthenwepopthelastone"

Muzi:"ok"

Itakehisoneandmyone.Wecandiffereciatecauseiwroteonthem andthefluff.Hisisgold

andmineispink.Iwalkbacktohim andweareholdingoneballooneach.Hepopshis.

Muzi:"(reading)Allmylife,iprayedforsomeonelikeyou,andithankgodifinallyfoundyou.I

findmyselfthinkingaboutthatwhenithinkaboutyou"

Hesmilesandkissesmyforehead.

Muzi:"Iam keepingthese"

Me:"scrapbookerwow"

Muzi:"idon'tcare"

Me:"(breathing)Wepopthisonetogether"

Muzi:"Won'twehurteachother?"

Me:"no"

Muzi:"ok."

Weclosedoureyesandpoppedittogetherandthenotesfell.Wecouldseewhichoneifforwho
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becauseofthenotepadcolourdifference.Itooktheonementforme.

Me:"(reading)Landiswaiam notgoodwithwordsatall.Iusedtofailoralsinschoolandhate

them withessaysbutifindmyselfapoetwithyouforthefirsttimeandcouldwritewhatmy

hearthasdisplayedforyou.Iknowhowmybrotherhashurtyouandidon'twantittoseem like

iam takingadvantageoftheopportunity.Believeme,istaywakeatnightlookingatyouand

wonderhowifellforyou.Notbecauseicouldn'tbutineverthoughtiwouldfallforsomeonein

mylifebutyouprovedmewrong.Youmakemefallforyoueffortlessly.Goodthingscometo

thosewhowaitandwithyouiam willingtodothat.IloveuLumlum.Trustmeificoulddisplay

myheartandwhatithasforyouiwouldinaheartbeat"

Ifoundmyselfintearsandijusthuggedhim andhehuggedmeback.Westayedlikethatfor

sometimebeforebreakingitoff.Hewipedmytearsandperkedmyforeheadandistepped

backandtherewassilencebeforehereadhis.

Muzi:"(Reading)Itsnotthatyouractionsaren'trecognised.Theyare.Istillwonderwhatis

differentaboutyouthatijuststopstareandsmileonmyown.Weirdiknow,Whatprayerdid

MaDlamsprayforsomeonesoselflesslikeyoutowalkinourlivesandturnadarkcloudinto

sunshine.Itsaloticansayaboutyouthatcomefrom thebottom ofmyheartbutonethingi

wanttogetoffmychestis........

Helookedatme

Me"ILoveyouandiwanttogiveusatry"

Ibitmybottom lip.Hewasstillandnotmovingandiwasgettingnervous.Maybeiwasbeing

forwardandhedidntwantarelationshipwithme.Landiswayoujustgotoutofonewithhis

brother.Iclosedmyeyesastearsrandownandifelthim holdmycheekswithbothhishands

andheperkedmylipsandwipedmytears.

Muzi:"Iloveyouwithallthatisinme."

Myheartfeltateasewhenhesaidthat

Me:"I...Iloveyoutoo"

Hislipscollidedwithmineandhedidn'tmoveandneitherdidi.Iwasstilltakinginwhatwas

saidandhebitmybottom lipslowlybeforecarryingthekiss.Ilaidmyhandonhischestandhe

movedhisonehandtomywaistandmyothertohisneck.Hebroughtmeclosertohim andits

likeweareconnecting.HewasexpressinghisemotionsthroughthiskissandsowasI.Itwas

burningsomethingthatihaveneverfeltbeforeandwhatmadethiskisssoperfectwasthe

songplayinginthebackgroundbyTevinCampbell.Alwaysinmyheart.

[Chorus]

"Ifinevereversaythatiloveyou
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Justremembergirl

I'm sayingido

Youcanknow thatfrom thismoment

Thatyoualwaysinmyheart

Ifinevereversaythatiloveyou

Justremembergirl

I'm sayingido,loveyou

Youalwaysinmyheart

Theynottheoneswhobethereforyou

Whenyouneedsomeonetoturnto............... "

Webrokethekissandheperkedmylipsandplacedhisforeheadonminewhilelookingdown.

Muzi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heperkedmylipsandwehugged.Kissunderthemoonandstars.Thatwassoperfectand

beinginhisarmswasabonuseven.Ilovethismanandihaveneverfeltthiswaybefore..........

.

.

INSERTSIX-TEEN

.

.

*MUZI*
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.

.

DayshavepassedandNtombiisatthepalacestillwithmom andNoma,Sheisenjoyingher

timebeingaprincessbutwegoeverydayjusttoseeher.Landiswafeelshomesickabit

becauseshemissesMaDlamsandiinvitedhertothecorinationbutsherefusedandsaidshe

willseeLandiswaafterthecorinationsheshouldstopbeingababy.Ilaughedatthatsoi

invitedherfriendAmanda.Trustmeitwaseasytogetholdofheranditseemslikesheisa

partyanimal.MenzianddadwithSengwayo(traditionalhealer)areatthemountainforthe

pastfewdayspreparingMenziforhisKingship.Stickscameinthedayitoldhim tocomeand

itturnsoutthatthenotecomesfrom someonewhoisbasedinSpain.Ican'treallyremember

anyoneiknowwhocomesfrom therebutanywayletsgetbacktonow.Twodaysbeforethe

Corinationandthingshavebeengreat.Iam fallingdeeperanddeeperinLovewithLandiswa

everydayandherwantingtogiveusatryissomethingthatjustmakesmehappy.Iwokeup

andshewasnotnexttomewhichwasafirst.Igotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom andi

tookashower.Afteroneigotoutanditookatowelandwrappeditaroundmywaistandiwent

tothebedroom anditwasallcleanedup.Iwenttotheclosetandidecidedtowearmy

sweatpantsonlysinceitshottodayandiwalkedoutandwentdownthestairs.Icouldhear

themusicplayingandsomeonesingingalong.

"seeyoufacetoface

Ithinkaboutthedaysweusedtobe

Butican'tmakeitseem

Butican'tmakeitseem.

Seeyoufacetofaceithink

Aboutthedaysweusedtobe

Butican'tmakeitseem

Butican'tmakeitseem

Likeiwantyou

You,you

Evenifitstrue

Evenifitstrue"

Isnuckupbeindherandkissedherneckandshejumped.
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Landiswa:"OhmygodMuziyouscaredme"

Me:"Morninglum Lum "

Sheturnedandheldmyneckandgavemeaperkwhilesmiling.

Landiswa:"morningbabybear"

Me:"(smiling)ilovethesoundofthat"

Landiswa:"Wellletmefinishupheresowecaneatandlazyaroundtoday"

Me:"Doessomethingelseinvolvelazyingaround?"

Shehitmychest

Landiswa:"youaresodirtyMr"

Me:"Ican'thelpmyself"

Landiswa:"wellhelpyourself."

Therewasabuzzonthedoor.

Me:"iwillgogetit"

Landiswa:"weareeatingoutsidetoday"

Me:"Ok"

Iperkedherlips.

Me:"iloveyou"

Landiswa:"(blushing)gogetthedoor"

Ichuckleandgowhileshetakesthefoodout.IopenthedoorandaGirlwalksinwithaguy.

Shelookslikeaslayqueenpartyanimaltype.

Lady:"Yohumuntusengazeagobeamadoloemileyoh(yohapersoncanhavebentkneeswith

them standing)"

Me:"Andwhoareyou?"

Theguardscameinwiththebagsandputthem down.

Lady:"oouh.Niceandsexy"

Man:"Amanda"
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Lady:"hawubabyiam justlookingnothingelse.Youknowiloveyou"

Themangroaned

Me:"ohyouareAmanda"

Lady:"Ohyouare.....?"

Me:"Muzi"

lady:"ohwhereisLandiswa.Ouuhthisplaceisdope.Weshouldparty"

Man:"no"

Landiswawalkedin

Landiswa:"Babewhoisatthedoor?"

Amanda:"Bitch!"

Landiswa:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Theyhuggedeachotherandmybabywascrying.

Me:"Lum lum youknowwhatyourtearsdotome"

Landiswa:"itsjusttearsofjoy.HeyMandla"

Theyhugged

Mandla:"Heydon'tknowyouanymoreyouarehiding"

Landiswa:"beenbusylately."

IheldLandiswabythewaist

Landiswa:"whatareyouguysdoinghere?"

Amanda:"weareherefortheKingcrowiningthingangazibutwewereinvited"

shesaidwavingherhandintheair.Landiswalookedatme

Landiswa:"Thankyou"

Shegavemeakissonthelips.

Amanda:"wehavealotofcatchinguptodo"

Mandla:"wehavebeengoingonalongjourneywecoulduseabite"
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Landiswa:"Goodthingihaveanappititecomethiswaytotheoutside"

Theywalkedthatsideandwestayed

Landiswa:"shecanbetoomuchbutthankyou"

Me:"iloveyou"

Shegiggledandwesharedakissbeforewalkingout.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

SosincebreakfastwasdonewewashedthedishesandMuzisaidheandMandlawillgotothe

PalaceandseehowthingsaregoingandMeandAmandadecidedtogototheshoppingcenter

tobuyafewstuff.

Me:"yohihavemissedhome"

Amanda:"Manjetellme,YouandHunkman.?Whatsisgoingon?"

Iblush

Me:"Justthat"

Amanda:"justthatwhat?Weren'tyoudatingyourboss"

Me:"IwasbuthewasmarriedMnganilongstoryshorthewantsmetobehissecondwife"

Amanda:"SharedickForgetmntaka,Ihopeyoutoldhim toVoetsektohell"

Ilaughed

Me:"Ididn'tbutididn'tAccept"

Amanda:"YouaresoftwenaLah,Minahewouldhaveshitonhimself.Mxm "

Ilaughed.Yohimissedhersomuch.

Amanda:"Andthenthebeast"
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Me:"Youarenotlettingthisgo?"

Amanda:"No"

Me:"Itshistwinbrother"

Amanda:"(oneclap)Yesgirl,Banyise!!Youarerolling.Nowthatsrevenge"

Me:"Haiboijustlikehim "

Iblush

Amanda:"Likehim ?Waityoulovehim ohmygoshyouareglowing"

Me:"(blushing)leavemealone"

Amanda:"Ohmygodchomi!!"

Welaughed.Thedriverwaslookingatus.Amandaissoloudyoh.Wegottotheshopping

centerandwewentbrowsing.IactuallywenttotheSalonanddidmyhair.Likeididbraidsiam

notreallyafanofweavesandtheyareexpensivesoihavetousemoneywiselythoughMuzi

gavemehiscardbutiwon'tuseit.Wegotdonewithourhairanditookoutmycard.Iam

spoilingAmandatoday.

Amanda:"HawuandPrincentonntondidn'tgiveyouhiscard?"

Me:"Hedidbutidon'twannauseit"

Amanda:"Whynot,Youarehiswoman.Givemethecardke"

Shetookmybagandtookoutthecardandtheyswiped.

Amanda:"PunchinthpinMntase.Wearegonnagoshopping"

Me:"Hayi"

Iputinthepinandthetransactionisdone.Idon'tfeelgoodyetmybestfriendissohappy.My

phonerangimmediatelyanditwasMuzi

Me:"Ohmygoditshim."

Amanda:"yohyouonyourownthere."

Haibo.Ianswered.

Muzi:"Lum lum "

Me:"Iam sorry,iwillpayitback"
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Helaughed

Muzi:"Babecalm downandbreath"

Ididn'trealiseiwastalkingsofast.

Me:"Ok"

Muzi:"Spendit.Iam justhappyyouaresinceyouaresostubborn"

Me:"Wow"

Hechuckled.

Muzi:"Iloveyou"

Iblushed

Me:"IloveyoutooGumede"

Muzi:"Shitbaby,Buysomethingforme"

Ismiled

Me:"iwill.Letmego"

HehungupanditurnedtoAmanda

Amanda:"HeehGumede"

Me:"Justleavemealoneandletsspend"

Amanda:"nowyouaretalking".

.

.

.

INSERTSEVEN-TEEN

.

.

.

Amanda:"Thatsenoughnowiam tired"
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Shesaidwhilecallingthewaiterforthefoodorder

Me:"Youaretheonewhotookusshoptoshop"

Amanda:"Phelathisisaonceinalifetimeopportunitysoishouldgrabitwithbothhands"

Thewaitercame

Waiter:"GoodafternoonmynameisSandileandiwillbeyourwaiterfortoday"

Amanda:"Pleasegetmeabottleofwineineeditandyourmostdeliciousfood"

Him :"yesMam.AndyouMiss"

Me:"Thesame."

Hewalkedoff.

Me:"Sotellmewhathasbeenhappenininginyourlife?"

Amanda:"Faneleisback"

Shesaiddrained.ThatisMandla'sBabymama.Sheisapain.

Me:"Whatdidshedo?"

Amanda:"SherefusedforMandlatoseehischildandthreatenedmelikeiam scaredofher"

Me:"YohsorryMntase"

Amanda:"Nceyi(sigh)sotellmemoreaboutyou"

Ismiled

Amanda:"Wedon'tneedageneratorduringloadsheddingbecauseyouglowalot"

Me:"Mxm youareforwardyouknow."

Amanda:"ILoveyoutoo"

Welaughed.

Me:"welliam goingtoschoolnextyear"

Amanda:"How?"

Shegavemeaquestioninglook.

Me:"Somehow"



120

Ididn'twanttotellhertilliam suremyself.Imeananythingcanhappenfrom nowtillthenext4

monthsleftoftheyear.

Amanda:"Youshould.Iam proudofyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"ThanksBabes"

Ourfoodcameandweenjoyeachotherscompanyandipaidthenweleft.Thedriverwas

alreadyattheexitandweloadedourstuffandgotinanditdroveoff.Wereachedthe

PenthouseanditSeemedliketherewasCompany.Wegotoutandwalkedinsideandtherewas

shoutingandtalking.

Muzi:"Malumepleasetellyourwifetocalm itdown"

Woman:"HeehMuziwhycan'tyougetmarriedandhaveawife.Bukasekuphekaminamanje

(looki.am theonecookingnow)"

Wegotin.

Amanda:"Sanibonani"

Mandla:"Babe"

Theykissed

Woman:"Andthen?"

Muzi:"Theywillbestayingwithus.Malumeyoushouldhavecometomorrow "

Hisuncle:"youdon'twantushere?"

Muzi:"Ididn'tsaythat"

Woman:"Andwhoareyou?"

Shelookedatmeupanddown

Me:"Landiswa"

Sheclappedherhands

Woman:"Heeh.IsonasfebeuMbalikadeekhalangaso?(isthisthehoethatMbaliwascrying

about?"

Shegavemeadeathstare

Muzi:"Malumekazidon'ttestmeplease"
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Me:"nicetomeetyou"

Iwalkedupthestairsandgotinthebedroom.Iputthebagsdownandwenttotakeashower.

Whatdidiexpect?Iam thesidechickandtheylovetheirMakoti,Ididn'tknowthatMenziwas

twotimingme.Tearsleftmyeyesandifeltsomeoneholdmefrom behind.

Me:"Muzi"

Muzi:"Shhitsok.Don'tlisterntoherbutme.Iloveyounomatterwhatok?"

Iturnedtohim.

Muzi:"youarewettingyourbeautifulbraids"

Igiggled

Me:"Iwilldrythem "

Hepulledmetohischest

Muzi:"Whatdidyougetforme?"

Me:"Letsfinishupsoicanshowyou"

Wetookourshowerandthengotoutandwedriedandiworetracksuitsthatiboughtanhedid

thesame.

Muzi:"So?"

Hesaidwithasmirk

Me:"ayiwaitafewdays."

Hesulked.

Muzi:"sotheremainingBalloon.Whencanipopit?"

Me:"Anytime."

Perkedmylips.

Muzi:"Letsgoiam hungry"

Me:"iwillstayinhere"

Muzi:"Lum lum "

Me:"Youcango"

Hesighedandhekissedmycheekandthenwalkedout
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.

.

.

.

*MBALI*

.

.

Iwasinmyroom asitisthedayforthecorination.Iam nervousandsoscared.Twomore

monthstogobeforeigivebirth.Themaidfixesmyheadwrapbutitellthem togetoutand

leavemealone.Ibreathinandoutasthenervouskickin.IrubmystomachandtheQueen

walksin.

Queen:"Mychildwhatiswrong?

Ibreathout.

Me:"Isitgoodtobescared?"

Shesmiled.

Queen:"Itsnormal.Iam surprisedwhyyouarenotcrying.Icriedonmyday"

Me:"Thatsbecauseiwasgroomedtobeone,Oneday"

Shetookmyhands.

Queen:"Yesyouweregroomed.Iwasn't.Iam notroyalty.Iam justlikeLandiswawhenigrew

up"

Thatnamepissesmeoff

Me:"WhatdoesLandiswahavetodoaboutthis?"

Queen:"Iguessnothing"

Me:"Exactlynothing.Pleasecanihavemyowntime"

Queen:"Asyouwish."

Shestoodupanswalkedout.Mymoodjustwentdowninaflash.Myphoneranganditwas
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Menzi.Imisshim eventhoughiam madathim butireallydomisshim.Iansweronthe

secondring.Silencewasbetweenus.

Menzi:"Baby"

Ikeepquietabit.

Menzi:"(sigh)howareyou?"

Ijustbreakdownintotears.Thisbabythough

Me:"Iam scared."

Menzi:"Shhdon'tbe.Weareinthistogether"

Inodded.

Me:"Ok"

Menzi:"Babyiloveandthankyouforeverythingandiam sorry"

Me:"Wewilltalkafterthecorination"

Menzi:"Ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiledaswehungup.Oknowiam ready.Theservantscamebackinandpreparedmewhile

themakeupteam alsocameanddidmymakeupbeforeweheardthehornsandthatmeans

mywelcomingbeforeMenzi.

Gail:"Goodluck"

Sheismysister.Wehugged

Me:"Thankyou"

WewalkedoutandiwalkeddownswiftlybeforeandseemyparentsandMenzi'sparents.I

bowedandthenwewalkedoutandiwasescourtedtothethrownroom.Everyonewas

cheeringandallhappyandiwastoo.Sengwayoburnedtheincenseandthenheputthe

Leapordskinonmeandslitmywristsandbloodcameoutthenhetookmyhandandthe

dropletsdroppedinwater.TheybandadgedmeandthenmademesitontheQueensThrown.

Shecameforthenshetookoffhershoesandtookoffhercrownandsheputitonmyheadthen

bowedafter.

Queen:"QueenNomalanga"

Ismiled.Shethenwalkedoffandistoodupandpeoplecarriedoncheering.Menziwas
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escortedinandBoydidhelookhandsome.Hestoodnexttomeandhewinkedatmeandi

blushedbeforeSengwayodidthesamewithhim.Hemixedthewaterwithourbloodandthen

madeusdrinkfrom it.ThekingcameforthandhetookoffhiscrownandhandedittoMenzi

andbowedrightafter.

King:"Qwabe,Gumede

Phakathwayo,mngunikayeye.Ihopethiskingdom willberunthesamesuccessfulwaythe

Qwabeclanhasbeenforovera100years.Iam proudtosaywelldoneandkeepatitasking

andQeenhearyourpeoplespleas.Itsnotyourkingdom alonebutthepeople'saswell"

Hebowedandpeoplecheeredandtheyallbecamesilentandbowed.

Sengwayo:"Thesceptre"

Twopeoplecamewiththesceptres.TheybowedinfrontofusanditookmineandMenzidid

andheraisedhisandraisedit.Itglowedabitbutnotbrightenoughandthepeoplecheered.

Theniraisedmineanditglowedsobrightandpeoplewerecheeringbutitwaslikeitwasbeing

pulled.

Me:"Whatishappening?"

Sengwayo:"Thechosenone"

Itglowedbrightlikeshuttingmyeyesandthenitpulledoffmyhandsandflewacrosstheroom

andpeoplewereduckinganddiving.

Lady:"Lookout!"

Thecommotionstoppedanditstartedtothunderterriblyandthenitrained.Therewasa

scream andMenzirushedoff.IopenedmyeyesandilookedupanditwasLandiswa.The

sceptrewasinherhandsandshewasscreaming.Hereyeswereshut.

Sengwayo:"moveawayfrom her"

Littlegirl:"laah"

shewascrying.Iwasangry,Whatisshedoingwithmything.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.
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AmandawastheonewhotriedtopushmeoutthewaywhentheSceptrecamemywaybutit

landedinmyhandsanditstartedtothunder,ifeltmyheartlikeitwasstoppingforamoment

andisawblood.Bloodallovermeandiscreamedpeoplewerearoundme

Muzi:"Lum lum "

Healer:"Movebackfrom her"

Theymovedbackandthestorm subsidedanditwassunnyagainandifeltbetter.Idroppedthe

sceptrebutitwasstillglowing.

Queen:"isshethechosenQueen?"

Healer:"Nobutsheisdestinedtodogreatthingsinthiskingdom ,takehertorest"

Muzipickedmeupandwewalkedout.Myeyeswereburning.

Muzi:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesiwillbe"

Muzi:"youwillresttheniwillwakeyouup"

inoddedandhewentupthestairsandlaidmeinaroom withguardsoutside.Extreme.Whati

sawwasdisturbing.Acryandpeoplecryingwaswhatiheard.Loudbangsandthathasnever

happenedtome.Irestedmyheadwhilethesevoicesofscreamingechoed.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Weareatthedinnertableandiam worriedaboutLandiswa.Forhoursshehasbeenasleepand

iam worriedaboutthat.Sengwayosayssheisseeingsomethingsthatiswhysheisrestless.I

wonderwhattheyare.

Mom :"don'tworryshewillbeok"

Dad:"shehasinheritedtheseerpowersfrom thesceptre.Likemymother"

Mbali:"SheisnotQueen.Iam "
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Herfather:"Mbali!"

Dad:"watchyourchildCele"

whendadwarns.Takehiswarningsseriously.Myphonerangandeveryonelookedatme.

Me:"excuseme"

Istoodupandwalkedaway

Me:"talk"

Sticks:"grootmanweareonourwaythere.Warisabouttostriketoday"

Icouldhearhim breathingheavilylikehewasrunning.

Me:"whyam iinformednow?"

Sticks:"wewerebeingGhosted.Theceremonyshouldend"

Me:"ithasended,shitcomefast"

iheardgunshotsandthelinewascutout.Shitlandiswa.Iraninsideandtheguardswere

everywhereprotectingthoseinside.

Mom :"NomaandNtombiwenttothegarden"

Shit!

Irushedoutandtookoffmyblazerandgunfrom mywaistandranthatsideandtheygot

strongerandstronger.

Me:"Noma,Ntombi!!"

"Muzi!"

Irantowherethevoicewascomingfrom anditwasNoma.

Me:"wherearetheguards?"

Noma:"theywenttotheboundariesofthepalace"

Me:"okwaitwhereisNtombi?"

Noma:"idontknoweverythingwasfast"

Me:"ShitNoma!!"

Ishoutedather



127

Me:"Stayhereiwillbeback"

Shenoddedandirushedbythegardenandshoteveryoneonmywaythisismessedup.

Me:"Pumpkin!Ntombi!"

Ntombi:"Daddy!"

Irantoherandscoopedher

Me:"Fuckiam gladyouareok.Letsgotosafety"

Iputherovermyshoulderandrushedoff

Ntombi:"Daddybear"

Me:"itsgonnabeokPumpkin"

Ntombi:"Iloveyoudaddy"

Me:"iloveyoutoo"

Ntombi:"ithurts"

IgottoNomaandweraninsideandgotin.

Mom :"ohmygod.Thankgodyouareok"

shehuggedNoma

Noma:"Muziyourshirt"

iputNtombidown.

Me:"Pumpkinareyouok?"

Ntombi:"ithurtshere"

Me:"showittoDaddy"

Shesmiledwhilebloodcomeoutofhernose.

Mom :"Ntombiwhatiswrong?"

Ntombi:"myheartissore"

Me:"showittomePumpkin"

Herdresswasgettingbloodandiremovedherhandsfrom herchestandshehasbeenshoton

theleftside
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Mom :"ohmygod"

sheexclaimed.

IscoppedNtombiup

Noma:"weshouldcallanambulance"

Sengwayo:"shewon'tmakeitback"

Me:"Fuckallyouandjustshutup"

irushedoutandaskedthegaurdtodriveustothehospital.Thecarwasbulletproofandthere

werebodieslayingonourwayout

Me:"StaywithmePumpkin.GogoandLaahneedyou"

shecoughed.

Me:"don'tcloseyoureyeswearealmostthere."

Wegottothehospitalandiflewoutofthecarwithhershoutingforhelp.

Me:"Don'tjuststandthereandtakehertotheatreorwhatever"

Theycamewithastretcherandputheronitandshehasclosedhereyes.Theywheeledher

away.Forthefirsttimeiprayedthatsheisok.IsawtheDrwhotookherawayappearandi

stoodup.

Me:"Howisshe?tellmesheisok"

Dr:"(sigh)iam sorry.Wetriedallwecouldbutsheisnomore"

Ichuckled

Me:"Youarejokingright?"

Icouldfeelmyheartclenchandalumpcampinginmythroat.

Dr:"unfortunatelyno.Iam sorry.Youcancallothermemberstobehereforyou"

Iignoredherastearsstreameddownmyface.Thisisallmyfault.Istartedkickingand

breakingeverythingandtheycalledsecurity.

Me:"anyofyoutouchmeiwillfuckyouup!!"

Security:"youhavetoleavesir"

Me:"iam notleavingwithoutmyPumpkin.Iam notleavingwithoutmydaughter!!".
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Ibrokedown.Thishurts.Anditsallmyfault.Ifi.....if......

iwalkedoutandtoldthesecuritytostaywhileigoonmyown.Ineededalonetime.Iwanttobe

alone.Whatam igonnasaytohergrandmother,Ipromisedtoprotectthem.Whatam igonna

saytoLandiswa.......

.

.

.

INSERTEIGHT-TEEN

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Myheartwasbeatingfastlikeitwasgonnacomeoutofmymouthandjustjumpoff.Itfelt

painfulandmybodywasheatingandiopenedmyeyesandsatupbreathingheavilywhiletrying

tocatchmybreath.Itwasn'tthateasyanditwaslikesomeonewasstranglingmeandmade

metastedeathforasecond.ThedooropenedandtheQueencameinrushing.

Queen:"goodyouareawake,weneedtogo"

Me:"Myheartwasbeatingfast"

Sheseemedunsettledandwasrushingaroundandtookshoesforme.

Queen:"minaGqoka(takeandwear)

Itooktheslippersandshegrabbedmyhandaswewalkedout.Itwasamessything.The

GuardswerebeingaddressedbyMenzibutidon'tknowwhattheyweretalkingabout.

Sengwayowaslookingatmeandaswereachedthelastfloorhesaid.

Sengwayo:"Qina,Thandaza.Amadloziayakwaziakwenzayo.Phephisa(Bestrongandpray,

theancestorsknowwhattheyaredoing)"

Ilookedathim confusedandhewalkedawaytowheretheKing(Theoldone)Would

disappearto.
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Queen:"CanoneofyoutakeustowhereMuziwent,hehasbeengoneforhours"

Me:"whatisgoingon?Iheardscreamingandbangsinmydream."

Isatdown.ItwasonlyusandtheguardsandMenzi.

Menzi:"Itsoknow.Someonewantedtoattackus"

Me:"attackyou,whereiseveryone?Aretheyok?"

Iwasspeakingfast

Menzi:"Theyare"

Ibreathedoutandtheguardwasreadytoleavewithus.Wewalkedtothedoorandgotoutand

aswereabouttoenterthecar,severalcarsdroveinthepalaceyardandparkednexttoeach

otherandarmedguysgotout.Theydidn'tlooklikeroyalguardsthenaRoyalcarcameandthe

Queenrantoit.Muzigotoutandoneoftheguysfrom thearmedgroupfistbumpedwithhim

andtheyheldeachother.

Guy:"itwillbeok.Wehereforyougrootman"

Queen:"ohthankgodyouareok"

Hedidn'tseem likehisusualself.Irantohim.

Me:"iheardabouttheshootingiam gladyouareok"

Wehuggedandhejustbrokedown.Thatrippedmyhearttoseehim likethat.

Me:"itsok"

Muzi:"ifailedyou.Iam sorry.Iam sorryifailedyouboth"

Me:"weareok,everyoneissafe"

Muzi:"iam sorrylum lum.Iam sorryididn'tprotecther"

Me:"Muziwhatareyoutalkingabout?"

Queen:"Ohkodwajesudon'ttellme....."

Shejustwailed.Iwasscaredastowhyshewasactingthatway.Myheartbeattoofast.The

Kingandeveryoneelsecamerushingoutandheheldhiswife

King:"whatisgoingon?"

Noma:"isNtombiok?"
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YeahwhereisNtombi,Ihaven'tseenher

Me:"MuziwhereisNtombi?"

Muzi:"shegotshotandshediedatthehospital.Iam sorryLum lum "

hehuggedmeandtherewassilence.Ilaughed.

Me:"Isthisapranky'allplay.WhereisNtombi?"

igotoffhisgripandwenttothecarandtherewasnooneanditurnedtohim.

Me:"stopplayingthisgameMuzi,Ntombiit'snotfunny"

Icouldfeelmyselfloosingmybreath.Nothisisnottrue.

Me:"Menzipleasetellmeshewasnotshotorsheisatthehospital"

iwalkedclosetohim.

Menzi:"iam sorryLaah"

Iturned.Myheadwasspinningandtearsburnedmyeyesasmysoulleftmybody.

Me:"NONOSHECAN'TBEDEAD.SHECAN'TBEMUZIPLEASEWAKEHERUP!!"

Muzi:"iam sorryLum lum "

Iwasloosingmybreathandicouldfeelmyselfgettingdizzy.IcouldhearfaintVoices.

Me:"Amanda,Ntombi,Gogo"

Amanda:"Landiswa"

Ifaintedanditwaslightsout.

.

.

.

*KINGQWABE*

.

.

IwillnotgointoalotofintroductionsbutmynameisBhekisizweQwabethe3rd.Peoplewillcall

meanemotionlessperson.Iwascursedwheniwasayoungchildbyawitchthatiwouldbe
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heartlessandnoonewilllovemeever.Justlikebeautyandthebeastbutiwasn'tturnedtoa

beastbutactedlikeone.Thenimetmywife.Boydidiputherthroughsomuchthatsheshould

haveleftmebutshestayedandilovedherandstilldowiththisveryheart.Shebrokethecurse

ifimaysaybutistillhavemyoldtraits.Iwantnothingtohappentoherandwhenshecriesit

justbreaksmyheart.JustlikenowassheiscryinginmyarmsastheMortuarypeoplecameto

thehospitaltocollectlittleNtombi'sbodyandwewillleaveforPretoria.Mysonhasnever

lookedshatteredinhiswholelife.Hetruelylovedthischildlikehisownbutheistryingtobe

strongforthisgirl.Shehasbeeninandoutofthehospital.Trustmeinadayshewasinandout

likeshewashavingarunningstomachgoingtothetoilet.Herpanicattacksweregettingtoher

andsufferingdepressionwasaverypossiblechance.

Sengwayo:"Sizakuwemntanaomncane.Sizeleukuzothathawenasihambesikuyiseekhaya

endaweniyakhoyokuthula,Ibaidlozielihlephezukomntaweni.(Wecomeforthtoyoumychild.

Weareheretotakeyouhomeinyourlastplaceofpeace,beagreatancestoruponyoursister)

Dlamini,Sibalukhulu,Mdlovu,MagaduzelaMagagakaNsele

WenaowashisaumuntungesikhuniesibunjiniKwazekwasa.(Clannames)HambaNathike

Sanalwethu(Comewithusmychild)."

hewalkedoutwiththeleaf

Nokukhanya:"IthurtsBheki"

Irubbedherback

Me:"PhephisaMkamiitwillbeok"

WewalkedoutoftbehospitalandwaitedforMuziashewasgoibgtofetchLandiswa.They

cameoutandshedidn'tlookok.Shelookedliketheworldwasonhershouldersandshewas

likeawalkingcorpse

Khanya:"Ohgodwhatisyourwill?"

Theyhuggedandbrokedown.wetried.tocalm them downandthenweembarkedonour

journey.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Isthishowitfeelstoloosesomeoneyoulove?IknowthatihaveknownNtombiforashort
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amountoftimebutshehasbecameadaughtertome.Idon'tknowhowifeel,ifeelNumbbuti

can'timaginethepainLandiswaandhergrandmotheraregoingthroughatthemoment.She

didcrywhenwecameandinformedherandnowthecommunityisherefloodedandkidsfrom

heroldschoolcamealsowiththeirparents.itsveryshatttering.Iam worriedaboutLandiswa

andhowsheissoshattered.Itsallmyfault.

Children:"ndikhokhelebawo

Zundikhokhele

Ndikhokhelemeliwami

Ezinsizini

Zalomhlababawo

Bawo,Bawo,Bawo

Bawondiyabongangoba

Usandigcinile"

TherewerecrieshereandthereandMom wassittingnexttoLandiswa.Thiswaspainful

Noma:"(whisperingtome)AmandaandIneedtobuythebeveragesforpeoplewhowillcome.

"

Me:"organiseeverythingbecauseidon'tthinktheyareinagoodstatetodoso"

Shenodded.

Noma:"ok"

Igavehermycardandshewalkedout.

Woman:"(teary)Ngibuhlungungokuzwaindabaezinje(iam ingreatpainofhearingthese

news)Ntombiwasanamazingchildandthepersonwhowoulddosuchtoherwillgetwhathe

wants"

Shesatdownastheothersnodded.Therewasabigcommotionoutsideandshouting.

"UphiumahnalentoyakhoThembeka(whereismymotherandyourthingThembeka)!!!"

Threewomenandamanwalkedinwhilemakingnoise

MaDlams:"Nokzola"

Nokzola:"Youtookmychildthenyoukillher"
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MaDlams:"wedidn'tkillher"

sheseemedabitdrunkandshecriedandthrewabottleatLandiswa'sdirectionbutsheducked

iwasinfrontofthiswomaninaflashandiheldherneck.

Me:"Wedon'tmindhavingtwofuneralsthisweekend"

.

.

.

INSERTNINE-TEEN

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Ifeltlikeiwasnotthereliketheworldjustcametoastop.Icanhearandseethearguments

andbeforeiknowitabottleisthrownmydirectionandiduckandMuziischockingaunty

Nokzola(Ntombi'smom.)mysisterislookingaroundandlooksdisgustedbytheolace.I
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guessthatisherhusbandnexttoherandMom chargestowardsme.

Mom :"Youweresupposedtodieaswell"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

King:"getoutbeforethingsgetugly."

Mom :"Whodoyouthinkyouare?"

Shelookedathim upanddown.

Gogo:"(standingup)The4ofyououtotmyhouse.Youtwoleftyourkidsandnowyoucome

andcausehavoc?SishonelwelahumntwanaUNtombi(wehavelostNtombi)andallyoudo

ustrowbottlesatmygranddaughter."

Mom :"Ishouldhaveabortedyouuselessthing"

Zanele:"Idon'tknowwhyyoukepther?"

TearsrandownasMuzileftAuntyNokzolaandslappedZanele.Everyonegasped.Helookedso

angryandherhusbandstoodinfrontofher

Qhawe:"Don'tdothatwithmywifeyoudon'twannacrossme"

Muzi:"Iwillfuckyouup,Keeponvomitingshit!"

Hewasshakinginanger

King:"MuzikayiseHayi"

Hewalkedout

King:"leave"

Nokzola:"Thisismychild"

Gogo:"EyiVoestekout!"

Shewasangry

Mom :"Wearecomingback"

Zanele:"Wenaiwillgetthatthing"

Shewalkedout.TheQueenhuggedme.

Queen:"comeletsgotothebedroom "

Westoodupandsheheldmewhilewewalkedthereandijustbrokedown.Theonlyperson
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whobroughtsomuchhappinesswasgone.Myhearthurtlikeadaggerwasinstalledinit.

Queen:"timeheals"

Idontneedtime.IneedNtombi.

ShehushedmeandtheKingaskedforher.

Queen:"Iwillbeback"

Shewalkedoutandiwenttotakethephotoalbum andilookedatherbabypictureandijust

helditandcriedmylungsout.

Me:"WhydidyouleavemeNtombi?"

Asharpsobescapesmylips.Afewminutesintocryingandmyheadispounding.Myeyeshurt

astheyarepuffyandikeeponsniffing.Thedooropensandismellamanlyperfumemixed

withNicotine.IfeltthebedMovewhichitwentlowerbuttimetobeembarrassedwasn'tthere.

Ididntcarewhathappensatthemoment.Hekissesmycheekandturnsmearoundandhugs

meandibreakdownonhischest.

Me:"Whyme?Whyher,whydidn'tidieinherplace,"

Asobecapesmylipsandheissilentbuthushingme.

Muzi:"(lumpy)iam sorrylum lum "

Me:"Pleaseholdme"

Heholdsmetightlyandifeelmyhearteasingupthepainbutitsstillthere.

Muzi:"iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heperkedmyforeheadandtookthephotoalbum andlookedatitandpagedthroughit.

Muzi:"Whoisthiscutechild?"

Me:"Ntombi,shewas2yearsthattimewhensheusedtovisit"

Hesmiled

Muzi:"sheisawonderfulchildinsideandout"

Ilookedathim ashesmiled

Me:"Shewas...."
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Muzi:"shewillalwaysliveinmyheart"

Ateardroppedfrom hiseyebuthewipeditvigorouslyandpagedthrough.

Muzi:"andthisafrofreak"

Ipushedhim.

Me:"Heythatisme"

Hepullsmybraids

Muzi:"youhavelonghair"

Heclosesitandputsitdownandpullsmetohim.

Muzi:"iam hereforyou.Weareinthistogether"

Hekissedmycheek.

Muzi:"Allmyyesterdays

Allsoblue

Theyspendwaiting,waitingtofindyou

Nowthoseatyesterdays

They'resofarbehind

Anotherlifetime

Signyournameonmyfuture

Writeyournameinmyheart

You'retheonethatineedinmylifeandmyarms......

[Chorus]

Together:"Allmytomorrows,they'reallforyou

Allofmyalways

Forallmywholelifethrough

May,causeyou'retheoneiwant

iwanttogivetomorrowto.
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You'llalwayshave

Allmytomorrows.....

Muzi:"they'reallforyoubabe

Allyoureverydays,I'llbethere

you'llhavenodoubt

Howmuchthaticare(care)

Therewillneverbeaday

whereileaveyourside.

Nointhislifetime.

Writeyournameonmyfuture

Signyournameonmysoul

You'retheonethatiwillhold

Foralltime

AndI'm never

Neverlettingyougo

Nobabycauseall....."

Tearsstreameddownmyeyesandmyheartbled

Me:"Pleasestop"

Muzi:"iam sorry"

Iheldonhim.IwantNtombiatthemoment.Justtoseehersmileanddimplesinplace.She

wassuchahappyandlovingchildandoursituationneveraffectedherbutshemadethemost

ofit.Iwillmisswakingupandseeingherfacesittingontherockytableeatingporridgeandher

boilingwaterforme.Iwillmisshersomuchandican'tacceptthatsheisgone.Thisislike

somebigdream thatiam readytowakeupfrom ......

.

.
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.

INSERTTWENTY

.

*MENZI*

.

Mom :"Howisthekingdom going?"

Me:"Itsgoingok.Itstakesalotofeffortbutiam gettingthehangofit."

Icouldhearthestraininhervoice.

Mom :"(sigh)Ifeelhorrible"

Me:"HowisLandiswa?"

Myheartstillbeatsfastwhenmyeyessetonherorthinkofher.Don'tgetmewrong.Ilove

MbaliandLandiswaaswell.

Mom :"Shehasbeenlockedupinthebedroom sinceyesterdayafterhermotherandNtombi's

mothercame.Itwasamess"

Me:"Iwishiwasthere"

Mom :"metoo.Idon'tknowwhereMuziiseven,thisboyMara"

Whenhedisappearsitsbad.

Me:"iwilltrytrackinghim "

Mom :"Isyourauntstillthere?"

Ilaugh.Iknowtheyhateeachother.

Me:"yessheisstillhere"

Sheclickshertongue

Mom :"Ayiletmegoandhelp.Takecare"

Me:"Youtoo"
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Ihungupastheguardwalkedin.

Guard:"Thecouncilhavearrivedyourmajesty"

Me:"Okthankyou"

Hewalkedoutandisighed.IlookatmyphoneandCalllandiswaanditrangthenitwentto

voicemail.Iwishiwastheretoholdherandcomforther.Lethertearswetmychest.Isnapped

outofmythoughtswhentheguardBowedbeforemeandevenbeforehetalkedisaid

Me:"Letsleave"

Wewalkedout.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

Mybestfriend.Ihaveneverseenhersobrokenbefore.Shehaslostweightandherglowisgone.

ShelookslikeaZombieanditsnotsittingwellwithmeinside.Wemanagedtoopenthedoor

withMandla'shelpandihaven'tseenMuzisinceyesterdayafterheleftwhenshewasasleep.

Noma:"Ohsisi"

Welaideithersideofher.Mybestfriend.Mysister,shehassharedherfairshareoftoughness.

Whoam ikiddingshehasbeenthroughalotinlifeeversincethetimewemetinhighschool.I

comefrom averyadvantagedfamilythanher,irememberhowmeaniwasthatdaywemet.

Wasatthemallwithmyfriendsandafteriwalkedtothecatchthetaxisincemybrotherwasn't

gonnafetchmeandiwasholdingawaterbottleandwebumpedintoeachother.Itoldhershit

andshoutedathowstupidcanshebebutshetoldmebackanditwasthefirsttimeiwasback

chattedlikethat.Weleftlikethatandmetonceagain.Shewasthegirlmybrothertookinterest

in.Imeanshehasthebodyandthelooksbutshewasn'tinterestedbutwebecamefriends.

Ourfriendshipgrewalotfrom thoseyears.MybrotherisMarriednowandoverseas.

Noma:"(singing)Umkhuleko,unamandla

UmasiKhulekangokukholwa.

Ujesuuyalalelaaphedulumkhuleko

Lethakonkekujesungomkhuleko"

Me:"Ngomkhuleko"



141

Noma:"(brushingher)Prayerwillhelpyoudealwiththepain."

Landiswawasquiet.Wesatinsilencetilltearsleftherredpuffyeyes.

Landiswa:"(Softlyandscratchy)Pholisaamanxebankosi(healmywoundslord)"

Ibrokeintoacry.Itsveryheartbreakingtoseemysisterlikethis.Shehasbecameasisterto

meandweallhuggedeachotherandjustcried.Westayedlikethattillwedozedoff.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Me:"Whereishe?"

Space:"UkhonalahBozza.Kodwangicabangaukuthiulindekupheleumngcwabowengcosi

(heisintherebossbutithinkthatyoushouldwaittillthefuneralofthechildisdone)"

Ipinnedhim onthewallandpointedthegunonhisforehead.

Me:"Doipayyoutothink?"

Space:"Hadebozza.Bengingaqondangaukukwatisa(Sorryboss.Ididntmeantomakeyou

angry"

Me:"Keeponthinkingandyouwillfindyourbodywithbullets.Openthedoor"

iletgoofhim andheopenedthedoorandiwalkedinandshothiskneejusttowakehim upand

hescreamedinagonyandthatwasmusictomyears.Itookoffmyjacketandputitonthe

tableinfrontofme.

Me:"Callsticks"

Spacewalkedout

Him :"Whatam idoinghere?"

Me:"Yaziuzofelakonaukukhulumaamasimbaowakhulumayo(youaregonnadiebecauseof

therubbishyouaretalking)"

Him :"(shaking&groaning)LaKruss"

IsmiledaneviloneandStickscamein
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Me:"it'shim ?"

Sticks:"heknowsthemastermind"

iclappedmyhands

Me:"Rightboy,bringtheknives."

Him :"Pleaseforgiveme"

Hesaidshaking

Me:"butihaven'tstartedthefunyet"

Him :"okiwilltellyou,itsMongezi"

Istoppedandturnedtohim .Ishothisshoulder

Me:"Fuckithoughtheleftthecountry!!"

Him :"(groan)hecameback,HewantstheKingship"

Ifeltdefeatless.Thisrequiresalotofattentionandabigwarthatwillbrew.Mongeziismy

cousin.Ourcousin,Hisfatherandmyfatherarebrothers.Hisfatheristheyoungestanddidn't

seem interestedinbeingkingofKhanyisabutthisMosquitothatisourcousinisdetermined.

Thisisnotthefirsttimebutwesurvivedeventhoughitwasatoughoneandheworkswiththe

Columbianssoitgetstougher.

Me:"Treathim ,Ineedtothink"

Iwalkedout.Ineedtomakeacall.Idid.

Nkonzo:"Ntwanalongtime"

Me:"Iam gonnakillMongeziandthistimeiwanthishead"

Nkonzo:"Whathashedonethistime?"

Me:"(chuckle)iseehewantsmetoshow him myluciferside"

Nkonzo:"youknowiam curiousandcan'tstandsuspicion"

Iwasoutofthewarehouseandgotinmycar.

Me:"(breaking)Hekilledmydaughterdammit!Hekilledher,Itsmyfault"

Fuckthishurts.Thelumpcampedinmythroatastearswentdownmyeyes.Therewassilence.

Nkonzo:"wewillhavehishead.Iwillbetheretomorrow morning.Iwillflydown"
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Me:"ishouldn'thavecalledyou.YouareinPortugal."

Nkonzo:"heyigotyourbackalwaysman.Evenifiam inspacewhenyouneedmewillbethere

inaflash.Youmybrothernomatterwhat"

Me:"(wipingmytears)Thankyouman."

Nkonzo:"itswhatbrothersarefor.Don'tworryyounotaloneandasforyourdaughteritwill

heal.Timedoes"

Me:"Thanks.Ihavetogo.Ileftmyladyalonewhensheneedsme"

Nkonzo:"Iwillfuckyouup.Youhavetostopthisdisappearingshitofyoursman,forsureshe

feelslikeyoudon'tloveher"

Heisright

Me:"eishineedtofixthismess.Iwillcalllater"

Nkonzo:"Fixit.Iwillbethereinthemorning"

Wehungupandifeltabitbetter.Idroveofftomyhousefirstjusttotakeashowerbecausei

wasstillinyesterday'sclothes.Igotinandwenttotakeashowerandthenidrankpainkillers.

AfterthatigotdressedinblacktracksuitsandsneakersandabeanieandicalledmyPa.

Nomonde:"MrQwabe"

Me:"putMalcolm inchargeofthecompanyhewillberunningitforthenextmonth"

Nomonde:"yessir."

sheknowsnottoquestionmydecisions.Ihangupanditookmyphoneandiwalkedoutand

gotinmycaranddroveoff.Myphonerangwhileiwasdriving.Whomayitbenow?I

answered.

Me:"Talk"

Noma:"Finallyandiam notyourfriend"

Me:"Don'tpissmeoff.Talk"

shewaspissingmeoffbythesecond

Noma:"CheckouttheInternet."

Shehungupanditookmyphonewhilealsofocusingontheroadandiwenttonews24and

ourfacesastheroyalfamilypoppeduptheniclickedthereasheadlinesaid"CORINATIONOF

DEATH"iclickedonitanditshowedapictureofNtombithedayofthecorinationlaughingand
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talkedabouthermurderandthenaphotoofmeandLadiswaandNtombiwhenwewere

walkingintoMcDonald's.

Me:"Shit!"

Ithrewmyphoneonthecarseat andsteppedontheacceleratortilligottoLandiswa's

houseandigotoutofcarandwalkedtowardsthehouseasiheardcommotion.

MaDlams:"NokzolaGetoutofmyhouse,younevercaredaboutNtombi!!"

Thembeka:"Mamathatsherdaughter"

MaDlams:"JustlikehowLandiswaisyourdaughteryetintooyaziyoistosleepwithyour

daughter'shusbandsies"

Therewassilence.Mom rushedtome

Mom :"Ohyouareok"

Shehuggedmeandthiswomangavemealook.

MaDlams:"Idon'twantyoueverenteringmyhouseagain.Iwantyououtanddon'tcometo

thefuneraloryouwillknowme!Getoutyoutwo!!

Nokzola:"Sheismydaughter"

Dadwasnothere.

Me:"Ithinkshehasspoken"

Shelookedatmeupanddownandimaintainedmydeathstare.

Nokzola:"Mxm.LetsgoThembeka"

Theywalkedout

Mom :"wherewereyou?"

Me:"Canwedropit?"

Shenoddedandiwenttothebedroom andiknockedandLandiswawaslayingonNoma's

chest.Igotinandcrouchedinfrontofherandshedidn'tmovenorblink.

Me:"(caressinghercheek)Lum lum "

Shedidn'tevenrespond.

Noma:"Shehasbeenlikethisyesterday"
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Me:"Hassheeaten?"

Noma:"shedoesn'twantto"

Me:"Lum lum iam hereforyou"

Shewasstillsilentbuttearslefthereyes.Itshatteredmyheartseeingherlikethat.Ipulledto

mychestandheldheranditwasgettingandwet.

Me:"Iam sorry"

Noma:"iwillgocheckonAmanda"

Shewalkedoutandistoodupandtookoffmyshoesandlaidonthebedpulledhertomeand

shesobbed.Iheldherasshecried.icouldalsofeelthelumpinmythroatbutineedtobe

strongforher.Wecan'tbothbreakdown.Oneofushastobestrong.

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Itwasafewminutebeforetheplanelandedandifastenedmyseatbeltandrelaxedasthe

planeisabouttoland.HearingmyBoyyesterdaysobrokenmademenotok.LikeMuziisone

ofthetoughestguysiknow.Tougherthanhisbrotheritslikeheisanimalattimeswhenheis

inhismode.Wehaveknowneachotherforover10yearsnowandwestillstrong.Heismy

bestfriend.Ileftthemissionjusttobethereforhim.Heneedsmeandthatiknow.Theplane

landsatORTamboandmyluggageistakenaway.Myphoneringsassoonasiswitchiton.

Me:"Baba(Dad)"

Dad:"WhatareyoudoinginSouthAfrica?"

Me:"Muzineedsmeanditsacodered"

Hechuckled.Thatstheonlywayhewillleaveme.

Dad:"iwillcallyouaftertwodays,youleftThulani?"

Me:"yeshehasgoteverythingundercontrol"

Dad:"thatsallineedtohear"
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hehungupandibreathedoutandthengotinthecarwiththedriverandhedroveoff.

Me:"didhesendthelocation?"

Driger:"yessirhedid"

Me:"okdrivestraightthere"

Igotbusyonmyphoneandwearrivedatatownship.Heparkedthecarandigotoutandtold

him towaitformeinthecar.Igotoutandthisplaceandhouseremindedmeofthetimewe

struggled,meandmygrandmother.Mayhersoulrestinpeace.Iknockedandtherewasthe

QueennexttoanoldwomanandNoma.Shejumpedandcametohugme.Ichuckledwhile

catchingher.

Noma:"OhmygodNkonzoyouaresohot"

Queen:"Nomazulu!"

Weletgo.

Me:"imissedyoutoo"

Queen:"whatanicesupriseMfanawam "

Itookoffmyshoesandsatdown.

Me:"Mycondolences"

Queen:"eyikunzikakona(itshaed)"

shelookeddown.

Me:"iknow,wehavetobetogether"

iam notreallygoodincomforting

Oldwoman:"bringyourhandshere"

ilookedather.

Queen:"thisisMaDlamini.Sheisthegrandmother"

Me:"ohsawubonamah"

Her:"Bringyourhands"

ididslowlywhilenotsure.Shetookthem andclosedhereyes.Sheopenedthem andsmiled

Her:"Youareblessedbeyondmeasures"
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Itookmyhandsback.

Queen:"Nomagomaketea"

Me:"itsokiam notthristy"

Shenodded

Me:"whereisMuzi?"

Iwantedtoseehim

Queen:"theywenttochoosethecasketforNtombi"

Me:"ohok"

Therewassilence

Me:"iwillbeoutsideifyouneedme"

shenoddedandiwalkedout.Theenviromentwassomberanddepressing.Iwenttotheback

whilelightingupmycigaretteanditookapuffwheniheardabeautifulyetheartbreaking

singing.

"(singing)iftomorow nevercame

Wouldsheknowhowmuchilovedher?

iwouldtryineveryway

Toshowhereveryday

Thatshe'smyonlyone"

Istompedonmycigarreteandrubbedmyhandsbeforegoingintothebananatreeandisaw

thisbeautifulyetbrokengirl.Iam sureifshewasn'tinthatstateshewouldhavebeena

goddess.Igotbehindherandstoodtherewhileadmiringherandherbrokensingingbeforeshe

turnedandbackedawayscared.

Me:"iam sorrytoscareyou"

shesniffedandnextthingsheishuggingmeandiam shocked.Sheiscryingandicouldfeel

mychestgettingwet.

Her:"Sheisyoungtodie.Sheisonly6.Shehadbigdreamsbeyondthisbubble,beyondour

livingsituation.Shewasmyreasontowakeupdobettershewasmyreasontosmileeveryday

andmyreasontopushharder.Shewasmyeverything.Mywholeworldandbreathandheart

andnowsheisgone.(sheletsoutasharpsobandihugherbackandholdherwhileshestill
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sobs)Itsallmyfault.Ishouldhaveprotectedherandshewouldbeherewithmerightthis

moment."

Sheheldontometightlyandmyshirtissoakedinhertears.Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.I

justremainedsilentandheldherback.

.

*IntroducingNkonzointothestory*

INSERTTWENTY-ONE

.

.

.

Thesingingwascarriedonastheherlittleboxwentdown.Icouldn'tbelieveit.Shewasreally

gone.Ithoughtthiswasstillthelongestdream ihaveeverbeenstuckinbutitsnot.It'sa

nightmare.Heheldmyhandandwewerelednexttohergravetopourthesand.Ilookeddown

andthetearshavedriedup.Theyarenotcomingoutanymore.Ipouredthesandandwewalked

off.Ithinktheygotfinishedthedayihuggedthatguy.Ishouldfindhim andthankhim and

appologiseforsoakinghisexpensiveshirt.Itdidlookexpensive.

Muzi:"Lum lum "

Iturnedtohim andhuggedhim.Hehasbeenthereformesincedayonetillthelastandi

appreciateitsoverymuch.Hehugsmeback.Hekissesmyforehead.



149

Me:"Thankyou"

Muzi:"Itsmyduty"

Ithankhim foreverythingandeventhefuneral.Ntombiwasburiedsobeautifullyandiam at

peaceofthewayshewaslaidtorest.Webrokethehugandwenttohiscarandhedroveoff.

Sheisgoneandihavetoacceptthatandmoveon.Wegethomeandpeoplearetheregetting

foodandleaving.TheQueencomesandhugsmeandihugherback.

Me:"ThankyouyourMajesty"

Queen:"youarelikemydaughter"

Noma:"andyoulikethesisterihaveneverhadandwishedfor"

Welaughaswehugged.

Queen:"OhLandiswaMychildiwantyoutomeetsomeone"

Noma:"HisnameisNkonzoandheishot"

Muzi:"Nomazulu!"

Hewarned

Noma:"What?heis"

Sheshruggedandilaughed.TheQueencamebackwithsomeguyinablacksuit.From his

shoesthatseem Italiantohisfaceandicouldseewhoitwas.TheybrohuggedwithMuzi

Muzi:"Thankyouforbeinghereforus"

Guy:"Thatswhatbrothersarefor"

Ohmygodthatshisbrother.WhatiswrongwithyouLandiswa.Ireallyhavetoappologise.

Queen:"ThisisLandiswa,LandiswathisisNkonzo,Muzi'sbestfriend"

Hestretchedouthishand

Nkonzo:"Nicetomeetyouandiam sorryforyourloss"

Ibackeddownfrom thestaringcontest

Me:"nicetomeetyoutooandthankyou"

Iwasactualfactthankinghim forlettingastrangerwethisshirt.Weletgoandistoodnextto

Muziandhewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandkissedmycheek.
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Muzi:"wewillbeleavingsoon,willyoubeok?"

Me:"yes.Callme"

Hechuckled

Muzi:"Iwill"

Noma:"weknowyouareinlove.JustbecausewearenotandNkonzobeingtemptation"

Queen:"Ngizokusakazangempamaungakholwa(iam gonnaslapthehelloutofyouandyou

won'tbelieve)"

Welaughed.WewenttoeatandihuggedAmandaandthankedMandlaforthesupport.

.

.

.

[FIVEMONTHSLATER]

Thingsweregettingok.Thingsweregettingbetter.WellitsJanuary,thetoughestmonthofthe

yearwherewetrytorecoverfrom theFestivemayhem wehavebeenupto.Itwasafestive

seasontoremember.FirstlybecausewespentChristmasatMuzi'shouse.Istilldidn'tlike

goingtotheKhanyisaKingdom fornowasitstillhauntsmebutheunderstoodcausehewanted

meandGogotospendChristmaswithhim andhisfamily.Secondlyitwasthefirsttimenot

goingchristmasshoppingforkidsclothes.VerylittlethingsmadememissNtombiandmade

mecryabit.Butanywaylifeisokandlookinggood.Iwillbestartingschoolverysoonandso

aretheother14CandidatesfortheScholarshipprogram.Ndalowassohappyaboutthatand

hermothertheythankedusreallyandwewerehappytoo.Iam stilldatingMuziandifallfor

him everysingleday.Hejustmakesmefallhardforhim.Hehasbeenbusyalotbuthemakes

timeformetooandbewithme.Anywayiam justonmywaytowork,itundernew

ManagementsinceMenziisKingandisallupinKzn.Iwalkedtomydeskandistartedfixing

thefilesiam supposedtogivetothenewactingCEO.

.

.

*MUZI*
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"Don'tmakeamistakethistime.Killhim MuziandNkonzo"

Nkonzo:"wewillbabaitsjusthasbeensohardtotraceMongezi"

Baba:"Remembernohumanishardtofind.Noonehidesforever"

Wenodanditslikewearekids.

Baba:"AndvisitmywifeNkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Withallduerespectbaba........"

Youknowwhat'saftersuchanintro.It'sawholelotofdisrespect.

Nkonzo:"sheisyourwifeandnotmymother."

Hewalkedout.

Me:"ihavetogo.Ihaveameetinginanhour"

Henoddedandiwalkedoutandgotinmycarandidroveoff.IcalledNomonde.IfiredGugu

longtimeago.Shewastoomuch.

Nomonde:"YesMrQwabe"

Me:"Didyousendthem ?"

Nomonde:"yesididsendtherosestoMsDlamini"

Me:"Okthankyou"

Iremovedmyphonefrom myearandlooked.Thewallpaper.Ismiletomyselfandigetto

work.

.

*NKONZO*

.

IwasgoingtogobackinPortugalinMarch.Thatswhatmydadgavetomeasatimeframe.

Honestlyicansenseheknowswhatiknow.Muziisgangsterinasuitbutheisnotanagent

likemeandwhichmadethingseasyformetofindMongezibutiam stillthreadingaround

things.Stillplanning.Thisisatoughsituationanditneedsagreatmind.Sosinceiwillbehere

inSAforthenexttwomonthsihavebeenrequestedtocheckuponthingsinMenzi'scompany
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andseehowtheyaregoingandhireanewActingCEO.Thiswillbeboringbecauseiloveliving

ontheedgeandnotinfrontofalaptopandboringmeetings.Igotoutofmycarassoonasi

parkandilockitandbuttonmysuitandiwalkinwithhandsinmypocket.Assoonasigetin

everyoneseemsintimidated.Goodthat'swhatiwant.Thereceptionistdoesherworkwithout

evenlookingupandiwalktotheelevatorandpresstomyflooranditclosesandgoesup.It

pingsandigetoffandiseesomeonewhoisunderadeskfigitingandigotthereandcleared

mythroatandsheroseuphittingherheadunderitandcries

"ouch"

Sherubsherheadandgetsupandfreezes.Iam alsoastonishedbutikeepmyfacecooland

calm.

Me:"WemeetagainMrsQwabe"

Landiswa:"it'sMsDlamini."

Me:"Iknow."

landiswa:"Ok"

Thereissilence.Iam notgoodattalkingtopeople.

Landiswa:"IguessyouaretheCEO.Herearesomefilesthatneedyourattentionandno

meetingsthisweekthatrequiresyoubutmaybecangoifyouliketo.

Me:"youwilltellmeallofthem laterduringtheday.Iwillcallyouifineedanything.Justcoffee

fornow"

shenodded

Landiswa:"yessir"

shenodded.

Me:"MyboyisLucky"

sheblushed.Didisaythatoutloud?Iturnedtowalktotheofficebutwasstoppedbyher

Landiswa:"ididntgetachancetosaythatiam sorryaboutyourshirtandthankyouforhugging

astranger"

Ichuckled

Me:"don'tworry.Itsok"

shenodded
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Landiswa:"Again.Thankyou

Iwalkedintomyofficeandclosedthedoorandstartedworking.

.

INSERTTWENTY-TWO

.

.

Myphoneringsasiam packingupmythingsandgettingreadyforlunch.Ihavetosaythat

Nkonzoisuniquelikestrangeandmysteriousinaway.HeisquietHotaswellbutnotmycup

oftea.Iam inlovewithMuziandidon'tseemyselfwithanyoneelsethistimearound.Ianswer

myphoneandputitonmyear

Amanda:"Bitch!Howareyoubabes?"

Thenoise.YohAmandaissoveryloudbutilovehernontheless.

Me:"Iam goodandyourslef?Imissyou"

Ipoutedwhilewalkingtotheelevatorandgotin.

Amanda:"Iam good.Iwannatakeyououtforlunchtomorrow "
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Me:"Thatsnice.Thankyoubabes"

Amanda:"SureletmeRush"

Shehungupandastheelevatorwasabouttocloseahandstoppeditandhisshoeenteredand

soastherestofhisbodyandimovedclosertothemirror.Theelevatorclosedandtherewas

silence.Ilookedatthemirrorandisawthathewaslookingatme.Iclearedmythroatasiwas

gettinguncomfortableandhefixedhissuitandburiedhishandsdeepinhispockets.The

elevatorgottothegroundflooranditopened.

Nkonzo:"Ladiesfirst"

Hegesturedwithhisrighthand.

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedoutandifelteyesheavyonme.Theyweresoheavy.Isawhim andhegotoutofthe

carandirushedtohisarmsandwesharedakissandheperkedmyforehead.

Muzi:"Howisyourdaysofar?"

Me:"Good.Thankyoufortheflowers"

Muzi:"(carresingmycheek)Itsbecauseiloveyou"

Iblush

Muzi:"Bro"

TheyfistbumpwithNkonzoandiam lookingdownthiswholetime.

Muzi:"Howismywifetreatingyou?"

Nkonzo:"Good.Sheisforkeeps.Holdherman"

Muzilookedatme.

Muzi:"iwill.Drinkstonight?"

Nkonzo:"Sure.Ihavealunchdate,Ihavetorush"

HewalkedtohiscarandMuziopenedthedoorformeandigotinandhewenttohissideand

hegotin.

Me:"HowlonghaveyoubeenfriendswithNkonzo?"

Muzi:"wewenttoVarsitytogether.Iwas18atthattimeandhewas20.Heis2yearsolderthan

me.Youguysareactuallyhaveasimilarbackgroundbecausehewasbroughtupbyhis

grandmother.Hismotherdiedwhilegivingbirthtohim andhedidn'tknowhisfatheruntilafter
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university"

Me:"Heisolderthanyou?"

Muzi:"Yes."

Me:"buthelooks25"

Muzichuckled

Muzi:"andilook?"

Me:"20baby"

Hekissedmycheekwhiledrivingandheldmyhandwhiledriving

Muzi:"Iloveyouandipoppedmyballoon"

Me:"iforgotaboutthat,iwilldoittonight"

Muzi:"Ok.Iam alwayshereforyourememberthat"

Me:"Blessyou"

Hesmiledanddroveofftohavelunchtogether"

.

.

*MBALI*

"Waaah!!Waaah!!"

Mom :"Givehertome."

Ihandoverthebabytoherandscream beforeibreakdownintotears.

Me:"Ican'tMah.Thisistoomuch.Shedoesn'tstop"

Mom :"Haveyoudonetheceremonyforher?"

Me:"TheKingsaidthatweshoulddoitwhensheis4months.Thatsnextmonth"

Mom nodded

Mom :"Shelooksjustlikeherfather"
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"sheismyangel"

WelookedatthedoorandMenzimadehiswayin.Thecouncilhasbeenkeepinghim and

runningaKingdom isnojoke.Hecomesandbowsbeforemom shelaughs

Mom :"IshouldbetheonebowingmyKing"

Menzi:"ItsanhonourtoalwaysbethepresenceofaLangelihleroyalty.AQueeneven"

Mom laughs

Me:"Hey,YouaremarriedtoaLangelihleprincess"

Helaughedandkissedmycheek

Menzi:"iam teasingbabe"

Heturnedtomom andopenedhisarmssohecantakeSiphesikhulu.Hesmilesfrom eartoear

andkisseshertinyhands.

Menzi:"Myprincess"

Mom :"Iwillbedownstairswithyourmother"

Inoddedandshewalkedoutsndhesatnexttomeandhewipedmytears.

Menzi:"Iknowitstough"

Ikeptquiet

Menzi:"Iam sorry"

Ikissedhim andhekissedmebackbeforeSphecriedandwebrokeit.

Me:"Iswearitslikeshewasbornbyawhistle."

Welaughandhekisseshercheek

Menzi:"Sheisourwhistle"

Itookherfrom him andwenttochangeher.Idon'twanttheseservantscursingmybabygirl.

SheisstillcryingandMenzistandsupandcomesbehindmeandlooksatmewhileichange

Sphe.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*
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.

.

Mamfundisi:"PeoplewhokeeponshoutingGodyettheyhaveneglectedtheirduties."

Sheshootshereyetome.Iknowshemeansme.Iam notgoingtoentertainherinsecurities.

MaSibiya:"MaDlaminiHadtoburryhergranddaughterlastweekaftershewasshot.Iam sure

yousawthestory"

MaMfundisi:"(clap)Heeh.Thatsnotanexcuse!"

Istoodupandtookmybagasshewascausinghavoc.ForagrownwomanofGodsheis

actingsomewhat.IbumpedintothePastorgettingoutofhiscarandichangedmydirection

andifeltahandholdmyupperarm anditurned

Me:"Ngiyekeumaungafuninginqumeizandlazakho(leavemealoneifyoudon'twantmeto

cutyourfingers)"

Heletgoofme.

Mfundisi:"Lindiweiwanttoappologise"

Me:"Forhowmanytimes,Ihaveforgivenyouyearsago.IhavenothingagainstyouMr

Mhlongo"

Heputhishandonthebible.

Mfundisi:"Howarethegirls?IheardaboutNtombiandiam sorryicouldn'tcome"

Me:"Theyareokandtheygrewupfineandyouweren'tneededatthefuneral"

Iwalkawayfrom him withtearsinmyeyes.Ishouldnotletmypastgettome.Iwillnotletit

hauntme.Ihadmovedon

.

.

INSERTTWENTY-THREE

.
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.

Thehouseismuchquiet.Ithasbeenforthepast5monthslikethereisnooneinit.Itakeoff

myshoesassoonasigetin.Muzidroppedmeoff.Iwenttothekitchenandputmybagdown

ontherockytablethatisbalancedbyabrickandopenthepotsthatarecallingmebytheir

aromathoughihaveeaten.

"Musaukuvulaamabhodweisinomaikanjani(don'topenthepotshoweveryoulike)"

Iturnedaround.

Me:"SorryGogo"

Shepullsachairandsitdownandplacesherbibleonthetable.Sheisinherattire.Sheisa

seer.Prophetishouldputitthatwayandfeelsapersonsauraaswell.

Gogo:"HowisMuzi?"

Isitdownoppositeher.

Me:"Heisgood."

Shenods.

Gogo:"Ihaddreamsaboutitbuttheyweren'tclear"

Thereissilence.

Me:"Ithinksotoo"

Gogo:"YouhavesteppedintomyshoesandsoonyouhavetoCarrythe powersthatGodhas

giventoyou"

Me:"YouknowGogoidon'tbelieveinGod"

Ihatetalkingabouthim.Shetakesmyhands.

Gogo:"Landiswayazyouaresodestinedforgreatthingsandhappiness "

Me:"Ifiam destinedforgreatthingsandhappinessthenwhydidilooseNtombi,whydoesmy

motherhatemeandidon'tknowmyfatherthatwell.Whyarebadthingscomingmyway?The

onlygreatthingihaveisMuziandidon'tknowevenifitwilllast"

Shekeepsquiet

Gogo:"Inallduetimethingswillmakescense.YouneedGodforwhatisabouttocome.Isee

greatstormsandbattlesthatneedyourstrength.Prayerwillbeyourkeytoanswersmychilf.
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Goddoesn'tputusinsituationsthatarebeyondoursthregthbutheknowswecanhandleit"

Me:"Heshouldcountmeoutbecauseiwon'tbeabletohandleit.Alreadyitstoomuch.

IstoodupandiwalkedoutandwenttothebacktotbeBananatreeandisatdownandjustlet

thetearsflow.Everythingcamefloodingandeveryemotion.Whydobadthingshappentome?

Iknowiam notsayingthatsomeoneelsedeserveitbutcutmesomeslack.Istayedtheretillit

wasdarkandiwentinside.Iboiledwaterandthentookabathforthenight.Ifinishedandi

walkedtoGogo'sroom afteriwasdonebathingandopenedthedoigoorandshewassitting

onherbedreadingthebible.Mygrandmotherisabeautifulwomaninsideandoutlikeigotmy

thickbodyfrom her.Itsunfortunatethatshedidn'tfinishhereducationbecauseshehadto

dropoutVarsitywhenshegotpregnantwithmom.Herparentsdisownedherbut"mkhulu"

stoodbyherandtookcareofbyhustlingtillshegotpregnantwithAuntyNokzolaandMalum

Zola.Malum Zoladiedfewyearsback.Wedon'tknowtheirfatherasgrandkids.Ourapparent

GrandfatherShenevertalksabouthim ever.Wejustletitbecauseitshasbeenourstorythat

wedon'tknowthemenofwhoareoursperm donors.

Gogo:"Comein"

Iwalkedinandclosedournotsogooddoorandigotinbedwithherandshemademelayon

herchest.

Gogo:"Iam notfocingyoutoknowthebiblebutcanireadthisverseforyou?"

Me:"Youcantellmeaboutitandmaybereadittomorrow "

Shegiggled.Iwilketalectureafteriknow.

Gogo:"Iwantyoutoread1Corinthianschapter10Verse13"

Me:"Iwill."

Weclosedoureyesandweprayed.Thenaftersheheldmeasilaidonherchestandwerested.

.

.

.

.

.
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*MUZI*

.

.

Assoonasigothomefrom droppingLandiswaigothomeandiwenttotakeashower.Igota

phonecallfrom mom assoonasigotoutofthebathroom.

Me:"Ndlunkulu(Queenmother)"

Shegiggled

Mom :"Whatalovelyintroduction."

Ilaughed.

Mom :"Howareyoukodwa?howisLandiswa?Itriedtocallher"

Me:"Sheisgood.Shedoesn'twanttotaketherapythough"

Mom sighed.

Mom :"Yazingilalangingalelengicabangangaye(Idontsleepthinkingabouther)"

Me:"shehasme.Iwillhelpher"

Mom :"Ahsosweetmyboy.WhereisNkonzo?"

Me:"Around.Heisleavingintwomonths"

Mom :"why,iwantyoutocomedownwithhim thisweekend"

Me:"Iwillaskhim "

Mom :"Welliam notasking.Bye"

Shehungup.Hawu.Igotdressedinjeanswithablackgolft-shirtandsneakersandtoppedit

withabaseballcapandwatch.Itookmyphoneandwentdownthestairsandigottomycar

anddroveofftotheClubthatwewillmeetat.Icalledhim onmyway.Heanswered.

Me:"Ihopeyouareattheplacealready"

Nkonzo:"Iam just5MinutesawayMan"

HehungupandigottothePlaceandigotaphonecallasiwalkestowardsitandianswered.

Me:"Lum lum "

Landiswa:"Andyouforgottocalllikeyoupromised"
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Me:"EishBabeiam sorry"

Ihearsomeshuffling.

Landiswa:"Havingfunwithoutme"

Ilaugh

Me:"Youdon'tlikepartying"

Landiswa:"iam boredhere"

Me:"Beforeigohomeiwillcomethere"

Landiswa:"No,youwillbetired.Gohomeiwillseeyouwheniseeyou"

Me:"Iloveyou,rememberthat"

Icanhearhersigh.Iknowsheisblushing

Landiswa:"IloveyoutooGumede"

IreachNkonzoandwefistbump

Me:"Babyigottogo"

Landiswa:"Mncwaaa"

Ihungup.

Me:"Howwasthedateman?"

Nkonzo:"Don'task"

IchuckledandwewenttositattheVIPsection.Thestrippersweredoingtheirthingonthe

pole.

Nkonzo:"Immabouttogetmyselfsomemeat"

HespankedanassofoneofthestrippersandwesatdownandcalledtheWaiterandhecame.

Me:"getusthemostexpensivewhiskyyouhave"

Thewaiternodded.

Nkonzo:"Shouldn'tyoubesavingforawedding?"

Me:"(frown)whendidisayiam gettingmarried?"

Hechuckledasourdrinkscame.
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Nkonzo:"Isaidit."

Ilaughed

Me:"Udunyelwengyabona(Youhavelostitisee)"

Helaughed

Nkonzo:"Iwillfuckyouupinsultmeagainboy"

Welaughed

Nkonzo:"WhenareyougettingMarriedanyway?"

Hetookabiggulpoffhiswhisky

Me:"maybesoon."

Henodded

Nkonzo:"Youtellmeandiwillcomedownfast"

Me:"Yeahthankyouman.Ihaveneversaiditmuchbutthankyouforeverythingand

toleratingmeandfixingupmyshit"

Nkonzo:"noSweat.You'ddothesameformeiknow"

Webrohug

Me:"YahnehGaynesshassurfaced"

Welaughedandthestripperscametous.

Girl1:"Heyloverboy"

Sheputherhandonmyshoulderandranitdownmypackswhileidrankmywhiskyandit

landedonmycockandshiverswentdownmyspine.IlookedoveratNkonzoandheewas

enjoyingit.Ipushedthegirlabit.

Me:"Gotosomeoneelseiam notinterested"

Idrankmywhisky

Her:"Itsjustfun."

ShegotonmeandkissedmyJawlineandwhisperedinmyear.

Her:"Icangiveyoufun"

IgulpedandgroanedasshegrindedonMyhardningDick.
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.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Fuckmyheadispoundingandiam lateforwork.Ifeellikestayinginbedbutiseem towantto

gotoworkatthesametime.Myphoneringsasihavegottenoutofacoldshoweranditsmy

Dad.Iputhim onloudspeakerandistarttogetdressed.

Me:"Baba"

Dad:"WhyareyoudelayingtakingMongezidown.Iknowyouknowwhereheis"

Silenceiswithingtheroom.

Dad:"Youcan'ttalkanymore?"

Me:"Ican.Itsjustthatiam thinking"

Dad:"Ofwhat?Jesus?Bythetimeyougobackiwantthisfixedoriwillfixhim andyouknowi

won'thaveanymercy"

Hehangsup.Isighandsitonthebed.Honestlyidon'twantMuziinvolvedthistimearound

causewewouldn'tbehereinthefirstplaceifhefinishedhim offbutbecausetheyarefamilyit

willalwayspointbackathim.Thistimeiwannatakecareofit.Istoodupandgotdressedin

casualclothes.Idon'tcarereallyatthemomentandidon'thaveanymeetingstodayiknow.I

woremynavychinoswithawhitegolfshirtandsneakersandituckedmychainin.Iworemy

watchandtookmylighterandcigarretepackandwalkeddownthestairsandgotinmycarand

idroveoff.Igottoworkanditsliketheheatismakingmemoresickthanialreadyam atthe

moment.Iwalktotheelevatorandigetinanditgoesupandigroanasigetabitdizzy.Manis

itthepussythatishaggedyesterdayortheAlcohol.IgotoutfoundHerlookingforfilesinthe

shelfwhilebeingbusy.Sheturnedaroundwithone

Landiswa:"MorningMrMkhize"

Me:"Holdallmycallsforthedayanddon'tletanyoneinunlessitsMuziortheroyalfamily"

Landiswa:"Ok,Areyouok?"
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Iwalkedtowardsmyofficeandstopped.

Me:"Whatdidyousay?"

Landiswa:"Imean.....iam sorry"

Iwalkedinandclosedthedoorbangingit.Isuddenlyfeelangryfornoreason.Ithrowmykeys

onthedeskandlayonthecouchandtakeoutmycigaretteandismokewhilelayingonittilli

passout.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

Lunchtimeisalmosthereandiam scaredtotalkorgoandcheckonNkonzo.IcalledMuzithis

morningandhesoundedawfulandsaidheisnotgoingtoworkbuthewillseemelateronandi

washappy.Maybeicangoandsleepovertoday.IconfirmedLunchwithAmandaandshesaid

itson.Ijustcamefrom thenearbySupermaketandgotintotheCeoKitchenthatisinourfloor

andmadetheremedythatAmandatoldmeabout.IfinishedandwenttoKnockonthedoorand

itwassilent.Idecidedtoletmyselfinandpushedthedooropenandtherewasabucketnextto

him onthecouchandseemslikesomeVomitthatreachedtheflooraswell.Thesmellof

cigaretteandhisperfumeandVomitaswelldidn'tseem ok.IputtheGlassonthetableandi

wenttoopenthewindowsandwalkedoutandwenttothestoreroom togetcleaningsupplies.I

woretheglovesandwalkedinwiththebucketofcleanBleachedwateranditookthebucket

withhisReturnedstuffanfwenttothebathroom andjflusheditdownandcleanedthebucket.I

startedcleaningtheofficeandmakingitneatandrefreshingwhilehewasstilllayingonthe

couch.AfteriwasdoneitookofftheglovesandhesatUpandtookthebucketandthrewup

andspitinside.Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthem whenifelteyesonme.

Me:"Ibroughtyouthis"

Itooktheremedyandgaveittohim andhespitinthebucketandtookoffhist-shirtwhile

takingit.

Nkonzo:"(scratchyhoarsevoice)Ineedanewt-shirt,Youarenotkillingmeright?"

Me:"Muziwouldkillmeifidid"

Hechuckledandtookonebiggulpandclosedhiseyesthenswallowedandgroaned.

Nkonzo:"Thisshitisbad"
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Me:"Maybeyoushouldgohome.Idon'tknow"

Nkonzo:"iwillleavewhenyouleave."

Inoddedandwalkedtothedoor.

Nkonzo:"LandiswaWait"

Istoppedandiwantedtogetoutalready.

Nkonzo:"PleasetakemycardandBuylunchformeandYourselfasathankyouandaNew

tshirtwhenyougetbackfrom Lunch"

Me:"Itsfineiwillbuywiththecompanycard"

Nkonzo:"MusaUkubaNenkaniThatha(Stopbeingstabornandtake)"

Isighedandturnedtohim andtookthecard.

Nkonzo:"Thepinis1323.Ifyouseeanythingyouwanttobuyaswellfeelfree.Notjustlunch"

Me:"Oh"

Hesmirkedandlaidbackonthecouchandiwalkedout.Ibreathedoutandheldonmydesk

beforeifell.Idon'tknowwhymykneesfeelthisweak.Ibreathoutagain

Me:"GetagripLandiswa"

ItookmybagandwalkedoutCallingAmanda.

.

.
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INSERTTWENTY-FOUR

.

.

IgotintotherestaurantandisawAmandawavingherhandindicatingherpositionandiwalked

toherandsatdown.

Me:"Yohiam tired"

Amanda:"Icanseeyoudidntevenhugme"

ShecalledthewaiterandthenwavedherhandandilookedbackandNomacamerushingtoo

us.Damnthisgirlcandress.Shekissedourcheeksandpulledachairandsatdowntakingher

shadesoff.

Noma:"YuuhLadiessorryiam Late.HeyLala"

Me:"Yourhighness"

Noma:"iwillspinKickyouwena"

Welaughed.

Amanda:"Nowwecanhavelunch"

Noma:"onmeLadies"

Amanda:"Ican'tsaynotothat"

Me:"Meeither"

Shecalledthewaitertobringwinewhilewelookatourmenues

Me:"Howcomeyouarethisside.?Imeanschoolstartsnextmonth"

Noma:"Dadgivesusfreedom.Itsnotlikeiam married"

Amanda:"Thatsthespirit"

Me:"Amanda"

Amanda:"YohMamfundisisorry"

Theylaughed.

Me:"Youstillavirgin?"

Noma:"Forthewho?HaiboImnandilantoandNkonzoman(ThatthingisniceandNkonzo)"
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Mymoodchanged.Whyam jfeelinglikethis?

Amanda:"Youhavedonewithhim ?"

Noma:"(takesasip)Iwish.Iwantto"

Me:"Muziwillkillyou"

Noma:"likeaOnenightstand.Notlikeiwilldatehim "

Welaughed.

Amanda:"Ifididn'tlovemyboo.Iwouldhavehim layonthis"

Shepattedherboobsandwelaughed.

Me:"Yohbothofyoutogetherseemstobeworsengeke"

Ourfoodcameandwestartedeating.Itwasreallynicebondingwiththem .Afterthatigot

Takeawaywithalotofmeat.Youknowmenandmeat.

Me:"Ineedtobuyat-shirt"

Amanda:"For?"

Me:"nje,ijustwannahaveaguy'st-shirt"

Whydidilie?

Amanda:"Iknowyousospillit"

IlookedatNoma"

Me:"Okfine.Uhm Nkonzosentmetobuyonecausekinda......"

Imadethevomitingsuggestionandtheylaughed.

Amanda:"AwuourManChomi"

Noma:"Weshouldcomeseehim andhaveathreesum youknow"

Me:"Ewwuno"

Theylaughedandaccompaniedmetobuythet-shirt.Nomachoseanexpensiveone"

Me:"R1000foratop.Nomano"

Noma:"itwillsuithisarms."

Me:"Letstakethisone,thatonedoesnthavethatnicequality"
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Amanda:"Heehmissnicequality"

Me:"Mxm "

Wetookthetshirtandwenttoswipe.

Amanda:"Yesgirl"

Me:"YouareforwardMngoh"

Welaughedandwalkedout.Wewentourseparatewaysandigottotheofficeandwenttothe

elevator.Igotinanditwentupanditpingedandigotoutandwalkedtomydeskandiwentto

knockontheofficedoorandiheardafirm comeinandiwalkedinandsaw Muzilayingwith

Nkonzo.Thewaytheywerelayingwassocute.Heliftedhishead.

Muzi:"Babyiam sick"

Me:"Iam here"y

Nkonzolookedatmebutiididn'tlookback.Iputthefooddown.

Muzi:"isithot?"

Me:"Spiceyyoumean"

Muzi:"yesthat"

Me:"Yes"

Nkonzo:"TakecareofyourinlawsMakoti"

Me:"Haiboidon'trememberanylobola"

Muzi:"Soonbabyiam dying"

Nkonzosatup.Muzirantothebathroom whileipreparedfoodforthem .

Me:"Uhm hereisyourcardandTshirt"

Hetookit.

Nkonzo:"TommyHilfiger.Nice,thatcrapyoumademedrinkworks"

Ilaughed

Me:"Itsnotcrap"

Nkonzo:"ittasteslikeshit"

Heworeit.Thankgodcause.......lordyouknowandpleaseforbid.Muzicamebackandtriedto
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kissmebutiducked.

Me:"(kissinghischeek)Nomouthkissestoday"

Muzi:"Ahhbabyno"

Me:"Letmegomakeadrinkforyou"

Iwalkedout.

.

.

.

Dayslater

.

.

Dad:"Oneweek,tosorteverythingout.One"

Hehangupandwasclearlyangry.Therewasaknockonmydoor.

Me:"Comein."

Itookapuffoffmycigarrette.Iwasoutbythebulconylookingatthecarsandbuildingsand

alsopeople.MyhandwasinthepocketasitookanicepuffoutofmyKentCigarreteand

Lookedatit.Thisoneisgood.Someoneclearedtheirthroatbehindmebutididn'tturn.

Landiswa:"Uhm Sir..."

ItookonelastpuffandthrewitandturnedtoherwithhandsinmypocketwithaWhyinmy

head.

Landiswa:"IacceptyouroffertoteachmeBasicsaboutITbeforeistartschool"

MuzihasaskedmetotutourLandiswabeforeschoolopens.Iprotestedbuthebeggedmeand

saidiam thebesttilliproprosedtheIdeatoLandiswa.

Me:"Sure.Youtellmethedaysanddatesyouarecomfortable"

Landiswa:"Saturdayseemsgood"

Sheisplayingwithherfingerslookingdown.



170

Me:"Ok.Iwillcomebyyourhousethen.

Landiswa:"Ah...ok"

Shesighs.

Me:"Thatsall?"

Landiswa:"Uhm yesthatsallsir"

Sheturnsaroundandwalksoutwhileilookather.DamnNkonzoyouneedtoleave.

.

.

.

INSERTTWENTY-FIVE

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Iwalkclosetoherandwrapmyarmsaroundherwaistandkissherneckbutsheremoves

herselffrom meandihuff.

Me:"Babyiam sorry"

Landiswa:"Mmh"
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Igoclosetoherassheisswiftingherwayaroundthekitchenandiholdherwaist.Ikissher

neckoncemoreandgotohershouldersandsheisstill.

Me:"Iam sorry.Ishouldn'ttakeoutmyfrustrationonyou"

Landiswa:"(softly)ishouldgohomewheniam notneeded"

Me:"Babyineedyou"

Isuckonherneckasherbreathinghinchesandipullhertomeandpressmyselfonherandi

feelwarm."mmmh"shesoundfullysaysanditurnheraroundandikissherlipsandshe

devoursmineaswell.Ipickherupandshewrapsherlegsaroundmywaistandiswitchoffthe

stoveandwalkoffupthestairs.

Landiswa:"Condoms?"

Me:"Shitbabyiforgottobuythem.Iwillpullout"

Landiswa:"AyiMuzi"

Me:"WewillbuyPillsafter"

Ikissedher

Me:"Ipromise"

Shenoddedandwegotinmybedroom andilaidherdownonmybedandjustadmiredher

beforeiseeherinherbirthingsuit.WeshareapassionateKissandirunmyfingersundermy

tshirtthatsheiswearingandreachherperkyBoobs.Theyaresoperfectandmyfavourite.I

slightlysqueezethem andshemoansandirunmyonehanddowntohernookieandshehas

nounderwear.Perfect!.Islipinmyfingerandshemoans.

Landiswa:"Ahh"

Ifingerherwhilewatchingherasshemoanandcaressherbodyatituntilshecameandi

pulleditoutandshelooksatmeandsmilesandismilerightbackandikissher.Iunclothed

bothofusandipullherbytheedgeofthebed.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Landiswa.:"Iloveyoutoo"

Iwentinher.[Contentremoved]

.



172

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Happiness.YohMuzimakesmeglowandjustbehappy.Ihopewhatwehavelastsforreal

causeiwouldbeheartbrokentoloosehim.Iam bytheBalconyandifeelhishandswrap

aroundme.Theviewisbeautifuljustwhatineed.

Muzi:"Icanjustimaginewakingupnextfoyoulikethisand(kissesmycheek)havingkids

withyou"

Heranhishandtomystomach

Me:"MetoobutMaDlaminiwillkillmeifigetpregnantbeforemarriage"

Hechuckled

Me:"Iam seriousMuzi.Getthepillsplease"

Muzi:"ididtheyareonthedresser"

Iwalkedinsideandhefollowed.Igotthem anddrankthem thenperkedhislips.

Me:"thankyou.Let'sgetreadyforworkMr"

Muzi:"Yesmam "

Hecarriedmeandigiggledandwewenttotakeashowertogetherbeforewegotoutand

dressedthenhedrovemetowork.Igavehim anotherkissandgotout.Andwalkedinside.Iwas

happy.

Thembi:"Youarehappy"

Me:"itsjustlife"

Thembi:"Mmmh"

Iignoredherandwenttotheelevatoranditwentupandgottomyworkstationandgotdown

onwork.

Asiwasabouttositdowniheardsomebreakingofglassandistoodupandopenedtheoffice

door.
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Me:"Iseverythingok?"

Nkonzo:"Leave"

Hisvoicewasfirm andscarysoiturnedandclosedthedoorandileft.

.

.

*[UNKOWN]*

Me:"Wegothim."

Ndaba:"whataboutthePrince?"

Me:"ohthatone.Igotwhat'scomingforhim "

Ilookatthepictureofher.

Me:"sweetlady.Surelyhewouldn'twanttoloosethat.Ohandthesweetchild."

Ndaba:"Theywon'tknowwhathitthem "

iturnedandlookedathim

Me:"(Smirk)itwouldbeleastexpected.Thethrownismineandnooneelse."

Ilaughedandwalkedout.

Me:"ALLHAILTHENEW KINGOFKHANYISA"

ievillaughed.Feelssogoodtobeaheadofyoursteps.

.

.

.
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INSERTTWENTY-SIX

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Baba:"DammitNkonzoyoucan'ttellusthat.Iwanttheheadrightnow!"

Heisanimpatientman.Veryimpatiemt.Whenhewantssomethingdone.wantsitdone.

Henceheishereatthewarehouseaddressingus.

Nkonzo:"BabaiunderstandyourfrustrationbutyougottofacethefactthatMongeziis

expectingustostrikeanytimewhichisdangeroustoallofusandourlovedones."

Helooksathim andiam silent.Heydon'tlookatmelikethat.

Baba:"Whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Nkonzo:"webackdowntillhestrikes"

Me:"Soyouaresayingthatweshouldwaituntilhekillsoneofusagain?"

Sticks:"BozzangiyayizwaminaUbhuda yakholentoayiringayo(BossihearwhatyourFriend

issaying)"

Baba:"wenauwubani(whoareyou?)"

Me:"heisSticks.Myrighthandman"

Babanodsbutunsure.
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Nkonzo:"Ididn'twannabringthisupbutithinkwhenwekillMongeziMuzishouldsititout.

Me:"Whatthefuck!NOthatwon'thappen!"

Baba:"Iagree."

Me:"Butiwanttodoit"

Nkonzo:"Honestlysayingyoushouldhavekilledhim thelasttime.

Itwasyourchance.Whatstoppedyou?"

Ifoldedmyarms.Iknowwhyididn'tkillhim.Heisfamilythat'swhyigavehim anoptionto

leavethecountry.

Me:"Butthistimeiwill"

Baba:"Nkonzoisright.Wewillhandlethis.Iwillinform yourfathertoputmoresecurity"

Hesaidthattakinghisphoneoutandleaving.

Me:"dudesoyoujustwannatakemymissionandmakeityours?"

Nkonzo:"youcanprotectLandiswacauseitwillgetmessy"

Me:"Nx"

Iwalkedout.Iam angry.WhodoesNkonzothinkheis?Iknowheisrightbutiwanttokill

Mongeziandtorturehim whilekillinghim.Igotinmycarandidroveoff.Iwanttosee

LandiswaMaybeshewillcalm medown.AnditisaSaturdayAnyway.Igotthereandicalled

heronmyphoneandsheanswered.

Landiswa:"Babe"

Me:"Iam outside"

Ihungupbeforeshecouldsayanything.Ithrewmyphoneatthebackseatandgroaned

frustrated.Shecameoutwearingshortswithabaggytshirtandflopsandgotinthe

passangerseatandshekissedmylips.Ibrokeit.

Landiswa:"Areyouok?"

Me:"Yeahiam fine"

Landiswa:"doesn'tseem likeit"

Me:"Iam saidiam FuckenokLandiswaJustdropit!"

Isnapped
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Landiswa:"Yohok"

Me:"eishihavesomewheretobe"

Landiswa:"Soyoucalledmeoutherefornothing.Mxm.Callmewhenyoureadytotalk"

Shegotoutandbanggedthedoor.Shit!.Ihitmyhandonthesteeringwheelandigroaned.I

am messingup.Idroveoffandwenttomyplaceandtookashoweracoldone.Igotdressed

andiwenttoeat.

Me:"Martinyoucantaketherestofthedayoff"

Martin:"Thankyousir"

Inoddedandhewalkedofftohiscottage.Ihaven'ttalkedtoMenziinawhile.Ikindamisshim.

Yeahgayishright.Itakeoutmyphoneandicallhim andsurprisnglyheanswers.

Menzi:"Letstradeplaces"

Ichuckle

Me:"BeingKingishard?"

Menzi:"Beingahusband,KingandFatherallatonceishard.Howdiddaddoit?"

Me:"askhim "

Therewassilence.

Menzi:"iwasinformedaboutthescholarshipprogram youstarted"

Me:"Yeah"

Menzi:"Iwasn'tinformedaboutitfrom youasKing"

Isighed

Me:"Idon'twannafightyou.Ipassedtheideathroughdadbeforeandhepassedittothe

council"

Menzi:"Isee"

Me:"Mongeziisback"

Menzi:"What?!When?"

Me:"HeistheonewhoattackedthePalace"

MyangerrosetothethoughtofhowNtombiwasbrutallykilled.
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Menzi:"HeistheonewhokilledNtombi.Nahiam comingdown"

Me:"Youcan'tleavetheKingdom.CarryonasNormalbuttightensecurity.Heisexpectingus

"

Hesighs.

Menzi:"Fuckthisismessedup.Letstalklaterihavetogo"

Me:"Yeahsure"

Hehungup.Iwashedmydishandthenitookmycarkeysanddroveoff.Nocallfrom Landiswa.

Ineedtolayoffsomesteam.IfoundmyselfKnockingonherdoor.

Her:"Hey"

Iholdherwaistandkissherwhilepushingherinsideandshemoanedasikickedthedoor

closedandpickedherupandshewrappedherlegsaroundmywaist.

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

.

"Lordlaydownyourwingsandprotectmydaughterforiswhatisabouttocome.Iknowthe

stormsthatarecomingarestrongerthanbefore,letyourwillbedoneuntoherlifeMyGod......."

Landiswa:"Gogo"

Me:"Amen"

Iopenedmyeyesandshewalkedinandistoodup.

Landiswa:"Uhm gogoNkonzoiscomingovertoteachmeITbeforeschoolstarts"

Ismile

Me:"itsokMntanami.Iam goingtoaprayermeetinganyway"

Landiswa:"Ididn'tsayleave.Can'tyoustay,Whatifhekillsme?"
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Ilaughasiseepanicinhereyes.

Me:"Hewon'tkillyou"

Landiswa:"Youdon'tknowthatandwhyareyousmiling?"

Iwentandtookmybibleandbag.

Me:"Heisablessedboy"

Landiswa:"heisprophetaswell?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Nobutastimegoes.Thingswillunfold"

Landiswa:"gogoihavebeenmeaningtosay"

Me:"yes"

Landiswa:"Ihavebeenhavingdreamsofmecrying"

Me:"Itwillreavealwithtime.Ihavetoleave"

Weheardaknock.IwalkedoutandLandiswaFollowedme.Iopenedthedoor.

Me:"Sawubona(Hello)"

HeclearedhisthroatandilookedatLandiswaandsmiled.

Nkonzo:"YeboMah.Ninjani?(yesMam.Howareyou?)

Me:"Iam good.Youcametoteachmydaughteryourtechnologyisee"

Nkonzo:"yes"

Me:"Comeinlandiswaservehim beverages.Angahambiengadlileumfanawam (Hemustnot

leavewithouteating)"

Nkonzo:"noit'sfine."

Me:"Musaukubanenkani.Angibuzanga(Stopbeingstubborn.Ididn'task)"

Hechuckled.

Landiswa:"Gogo"

Me:"CallmeMahanddon'tlistentothisone"

Nkonzo:"Yesmam"
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Me:"byeihavetogo.Iam late."

Iwavedandwalkedout.Iheldmylocket.

Me:"Yourwillshallbedonelord"

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Ididn'tknowwhattodoorsaysoijustlefthim onthecouchandwenttogetsomebeverages

forhim whileiam stillcookingandiwenttogiveittohim.

Nkonzo:"Thankyou.Iboughtalaptopforyoutopracticeonforthetimebeing"

Me:"Uhm thankyousomuch."

Ifiddledwithmyfingers.

Nkonzo:"Letsstartwithbasiccomputerskillsandworkupfrom there.Whatdoyouwantto

learn"

Me:"Hackingandcoding"

Hechuckledandismiled

Nkonzo:"whyHacking?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Itseemsnice"

Nkonzo:"Youknowiam anAgentandidoHackingforworkpurposes"

Me:"Youworkforthegovernment?"

Ilookedathim .Godpleaseforbid.Icrossmylegs.

Nkonzo:"No.ItsaprivateForce.Iwon'tdwellmuchonthatbutiwork withhackingmostof

thetime"

Me:"Whyareyoutellingmeyoursecretwork?Shouldn'titbeasecret"
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Nkonzo:"itisbutitrustyou"

Therewassilence.Heclearedhisthroat.

Nkonzo:"(sipshisdrink)Soletsbegin"

Hestaredatmeashestartedtoteachmehiscodingandwhatnotstuffanditwasinteresting

andmademeloveITforsomuch.Iwasexpectingacallfrom Muzilikeimisshim sovery

muchandthewaywepartedwasn'tok.

Nkonzo:"Ithinkweshouldstophere"

Me:"Noweshouldcarryon"

Nkonzo:"youaredistracted."

Isighed.

Me:"Ok"

Nkonzo:"Gocheckonthepots.Iam goingforasmoke"

INoddedandstoodupandwenttoputthelaptopawaybeforegoingtocheckonmypots.The

stewwasreadysoiturnedoffthestoveandiwalkedoutside.Ilookedaroundandisawmy

neighbourwavingatmeandiwavedbackbeforegoingtothebacktocheckonNkonzo.I

foundhim rappingtoasongwhilesmoking.

Nkonzo:"Itwasn'talwaysahitnrunrelationship

Itusedtobelovethatwemissed

Andcompanionship

Rememberwhenitreatedyougood

Imovedyouuptothehill

From theillsofthegettohood.

Givingyouahappyhome......"

Hestoppedandlookedatme.

Me:"Don'tstoponmyaccount"

Nkonzo:"Iam not"

Me:"Tupachuh?"
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Hetookapuff.

Nkonzo:"yeah.Heisalegend"

Me:"Indeed.

Thereissilenceandhetakesanotherpuff.

Nkonzo:"Youknow thisplaceremindsmeofthedaysigrewuparoundmygrandmother"

Me:"Sheisstillalive?"

Nkonzo:"Nah"

Hetookapuff.

Nkonzo:"Shepassedlongtimeago.Shewasmyeverything."

Me:"Iam sorry"

Therewassilence.

Nkonzo:"wegetsomeandloosesome.Itslifethoughitsfuckedupbutitis."

Me:"yeah"

Nkonzo:"TellmeaboutNtombi"

Tearsweldedinmyeyesbutipushedthem back.

Me:"shewaslikeadaughtertome.AlwayshappyandinJoy.Smilingshewasawonderful

child"

Henodded.Iwipedthetearsthatreachedmyeyes.Hedidn'tlookatmewithpityandthat

wasafirst.Thatsgoodcauseihatedhowpeoplewouldlooksorryforme.Istoodnexttohim

andourshoulderstouchedandmyeyesflippedback.Isawanimage.

______

"NOTHISISABOUTYOUNKONZONOTUS.YOUDON'TCAREABOUTUS"

Hecameclosertothewomanwho'sfaceicouldn'tseeandheldhergentlyandkissedherlips

softly.

"babycalm down.Iloveyouandthisisourfuture.Iam sorryforupsettingyou"

Shepouted.

"iloveyoutoo"
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IsawaManbehindNkonzopointingagunathim.Itwasaghostandthenbangitwentoffandi

openedmyeyes.

_______

Theywerebacktonormal.

Heputhishandsonmyshoulders.

Nkonzo:"Areyouok?"

Myeyesflippedagainandwhatisawwereflashesofimagesthatareunpleasant.Myeyeswent

backtoNormalandisawaGhostofsomeoneholdingaCrownwithbloodonitandacrybroke

out.Tearsleftmyeyes.ItsthesameGhostisawinthefirstvisionawomancamebutthe

Ghoststabbedthewomanandshecried.ThewomanlookedlikeNkonzo.Ilookedathim after

him shakingmeandwehuggedwhileiwasshaking.

Nkonzo:"Youscaredme"

Me:"WeneedtoseeSengwayo"

Heletgoofme.

Me:"Kubi.Kubiokuzayo.Angazikuyinikodwaitsbad(Itsbad,what'scomingisbad.Idon't

knowwhatitisbutitsbad)"

Iwasstillshakingandjustheldonhim astearswentdownandheheldmetightlyaswell.

.

.

.

INSERTTWENTY-SEVEN



183

.

.

*MBALI*

.

.

Gail:"Shelookssoadorable"

ShesaidwhilecradlingSpheinherarmsasimadetheformulaforherthenwenttlsitdown

nexttoherandtookSpheandfedher.

Me:"Sheisanoisemakerthough.Idon'trememberthelasttimeihadpropersleep.

Gail:"youareaQueen.Whataretheservantsfor?Whydon'tyouhaveananny?"

Me:"YouknowinVillagesSorceryandWitchcraftexists.Idon'twantthatformychild"

Shetookherwineglass

Me:"Don'tdrinm infrontofmychild."

Gail:"Chill.Shedon'tknowanything."

Me:"Mxm."

Gail:"Loveyoutoomommy"

Shekissedmycheekandishookmyhead.Ilovemydaughterandafterseeingwhathappened

toNtombi.Iwouldbedamnedifanythinghappenstomydaughter.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Iwaslookingaroundformycarkeysbeforeherhandssnakedaroundmywaistbutipushed

heroffmeandshelandedonthefloor.

Her:"Whatisyourproblem ?Ithoughtwehadagoodtime"

Me:"Itwasthelasttime.Getridofmynumbersandifyouseemesomewhere.Pretendlike
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youdon'tknowme"

Iwalkedoutaftergettingkeysandigotinthecarandputmyheadonthesteeringwheel.What

wasithinking.WhydididoLandiswalikethat.Myactionsspeaksomethingelsethanmylove.

Iloveher.Tearsjuststreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Shitimessedup.Sheisgonnaleaveme"

Aftersometimeofnotgoingistartedthecarandidroveofftomyhouse.Iam notgoingto

worktoday.Isawhermessagesandmissedcallsandguiltcloudedme.Shouldibehonestand

tellherorkeepquietandmoveonlikenothinghappened?.Thiswasconfusingandtheguilt

wasconsumingmemore.Iwenttomyroom andtookalongcoldshowerwhileinmythoughts.

IneedNkonzoforthis.Iwillcallhim laterormaybeswingbylunchtimeatwork.

.

.

.

*[UNKOWN]*

.

.

Ndaba:"Sheiswalkingtowardsthebuilding"

Me:"Stayinhere.CallPalesatomyhouse.IwanttoknowhowitsgoingwithMuzi"

Ndaba:"Yessir"

Ilookedatthedriver

Me:"drivecloser"

Henoddedthroughthereview mirrorsnddrivenexttoherandsheseemedtoberushing.Igot

outofthecarafteritstoppedandiwalkedbehindher.Iguessshefeltmypresencecauseshe

turnedaroundandismiled.Shefrownedbuthereyespoppedabit.

Me:"Itsnotsafeforaladytowalkalone"

Isaidwithasmirk.

Her:"Iam nearmyworkplace"

Sheturnedandwalkedansifollowedherwithhandsinmypocket.

Me:"Iguessyouhaven'tintroducedyourself"
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Her:"Idon'tseetheneed."

Me:"caniaccompanyyou?"

Her:"idon't......"

Me:"(raisingmyhandsintheair)iwon'tdoanythingipromise"

Shewasskepticalbutsheagreed.Jusyyetiwontdoanything.

Me:"Soawonderfulladylikeyouwalkingalone"

Her:"Ineedsometimetothink"

Me:"Isee"

Wearrivedinfrontofthecompany.

Me:"iguessthisiswhereyoustop"

shenodded.

Her:"Thankyou"

Me:"(smiling)youwelcome.Mongezibytheway"

Iheldoutmyhandforahandshakeandshelookedatitthenmeandstretchedouther's.

Her:"Landiswa"

Me:"Nicetofinallyseeyou"

Shegavemea.look.Ilookedatmywatch

Me:"Ihavetorush.Seeyounexttime.

Irushedtothecarandgotinandlookedather.

Ndaba:"Wecarryon?"

Me:"(smirking)Sheistheone.Drivetomyhouse"

Thedrivernodedanddroveoff.Myplaniscominginmotion.

.

.

.
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*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Ifeeltheauraofthisguyisspinechillinganditsnotagoodone.Itslikeihaveseenhisface

somewherebutidon'tknowwheretoputit.Ifeelahandonmyshoulderandijumpans

scream becauseiwaslookingattheblackSUVwithnoregisterplate.Thatisweird.

Nkonzo:"Shouldn'tyoubeinside?"

Ilookeddown.

Me:"Uhm sorry"

irushedinsidethebuildingandwenttomydesk.Istartedatthebathroom andiwenttopee

beforegoingbacktomystationandhewaswaitingforme.

Nkonzo:"Howismydaulooking?"

Me:"youhaveonemeetingat10:30"

Nkonzo:"Ok"

Me:"theCV'sihaverecievedforActingCEOandiwillemailthem soyoucanlookintothem "

Nkonzo:"wewilllookatthem together,iDon'tknowthesecooperatestuff"

inodded.

Me:"yessir"

Hewalkedtothedoor.

Me:"Nkonzo.....imeanMrMkhize"

Heturned.

Me:"Howmanyliveshaveyoutaken?"

Idontknowwhyiam askingthatquestionbutiam curious.

Nkonzo:"Youshouldn'tknowthat.Dontoverstepyourboundaries"

Me:"Iam verysorry"

Nkonzo:"Sticktowhatyouknowandiwillsticktowhatiknow."
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Hewalkedinsideandbangedthedoorandisatdownbreathingout.Landiswayouarefoward.

Whyaskhim that?Icarriedondoingwhatiam paidfor.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

ITookasmokewhilelookingoutthewindow.IdontknowwhyLandiswawouldaskmethat.I

don'tseeitconcerningherhowmanypeopleigavekilled.Sheshouldsticktoherjob

description.Itookthelastpuffbeforewalkinginsidetheofficeandsatdownonmydeskand

myphonerang.Ipickeditup.

Me:"Boi"

Muzi:"Youattheoffice?"

Me:"yeahmaniam "

Muzi:"ok"

Me:"yousoundoff"

Muzi:"iwilltellyouwhenigetthere.Justknowimessedupbig"

Me"youknowwegottheMongezisituatuonyoucan'tpileupmoreproblems"

Muzi:"eishiwilltellyouwhenigetthere"
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INSERTTWENTY-EIGHT

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

NdabawalkedinwithPalesafollowinghim whileipourefwhiskyformyselfandshesatdown.

Palesa:"Canyoutellyourgoonetoleavemealone?"

Me:"Ndabaleaveus"

Ndaba:"Iwillbeoutsidethedoor"

Inoddedandhewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.

Me:"(drinkingwhisky)Howisitgoing?"

Shesmiled.

Palesa:"Ispentthenighwithhim "

Me:"Good.IwillcallmyDrtomakesurehissperm fertilizesyouregg.

Palesa:"Shouldntihaveasayinthat.Idon'twantachild"

Ibanggethetableandheldherface

Me:"Youwilldoadisay.Iownyoubitch"

Iletgoofherfaceandsherubbedhercheeks.

Me:"Getoutiwillcallyou.Iwilltransferethemoneyaswell."

Palesa:"Mxm "

IgaveheradeathstareandshewalkedoutandNdabagotin.

Ndaba:"Trouble?"

Me:"Nahicanhandleher."
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Isaidgoingtositdownonmychair.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

IgottotheofficeandiwasnervousethatiwillseeLandiswa.Indeedassoonastheelevator

openedisawherandigulpedbeforewalkingmywaytowardsher.Sheliftedherheadupand

shewantedtosmilebutyoucanseesheistryingherhardestnotto.Iputtherosesonthetable.

Me:"Lum lum "

Landiswa:"Mmmh"

Me:"SugarPlum "

Shesmiledsobeautifullyandmyheartwarmed.

Landiswa:"Youknowyoucan'tcharm me"

Me:"Butijustdid"

Landiswa:"Ican'tbrbribedbyflowersbut(shetookthem )Thankyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Iwastryingsomuchnottofeelguilty.

Landiswa:"Iloveyoumore"

Shestoodupandcametokissmeandwesharedasmallkissandibrokeitoffandiclearedmy

throat.

Me:"LetmecheckonNkonzo"

Landiswa:"Ok.Iam leavingwithyou."

Me:"sureBaby"

Ikissedhercheekandiwalkedintheofficeandbewasonthephone.Isatoppositehim and

waitedforhim tofinish.
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Nkonzo:"Yebobabangiyakuzwa(YesDadihearyou)"

HesaidandfrownedabitandiknowBabaisbeinghisdramaticself.

Nkonzo:"Ok.Iam leavingthecountryinafewweekssodon'tworry."

Helistenedagain.

Nkonzo:"Ihearyou.Ihavetogo"

Hehungupafterthatandsighed.

Me:"Toughone"

Nkonzo:"thisMongeziissue.Hejustwantsitdone."

Heplayedwithhisstressball.Iclearedmythroat.

Nkonzo:"Khuluma.Yinilehekudlayo?(Talkwhatseatingyouup?)"

Ifiddledwithmyfingers.

Me:"Eyiitsbadandididn'tevenmeantodoit"

Nkonzo:"justtalk,youknowigetimpatientattimes."

Isighed.

Me:"Icheated."

Nkonzo:"onwho?"

Me:"OnLandiswa.Maniregretit.IwasangryatyouandthewholeMongezithingandItsjust

messedup"

Hechuckledwhileiburriedmyheadinmyhands.

Nkonzo:"withwho?"

Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim.Hewasstillsqueezinghisstressball.

Me:"Huh?"

Nkonzo:"iwon'trepeatmyself.Withwho?"

Me:"Thatgirlfrom thestripclub"

Hechuckledlikehewantedtolaugh.

Nkonzo:"Youplayingright?"
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Me:"Nah"

NextthingheisbeatingthehelloutofmeandthedooropensandLandiswaRushesinwith

Noma.Ididn'tknowshewasaround.

Noma:"Nkonzo!"

Landiswa:"Stopyouaregonnakillhim !"

Theypullhim upandispitoutblood.

Nkonzo:"theygotyouintheirtrapandyoujustfellforit.Howdumbcanyoube?"

Landiswarushedtome.

Landiswa:"Areyouok?"

Nkonzo:"Iam sodisappointedinyou"

Me:"Iam sorry"

Nkonzo:"nxx"

Hewalkedout.IlookedatLandiswa.

Me:"iam sorry"

Landiswa:"Itsok"

Shesmiled.

Landiswa:"Comeletsgetyoucleanedup"

Shemademestandupandwewenttogetmecleanedup.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Idon'tknowwhattheyeerefightingaboutbuttheywerefighting.Muziwasavoidingeye

contacteversincewegothereathishouse.ItoldMartinefonotcookbecauseiwillcookbut

hehasbeenstuckinhisstudythewholeday.Ifinishedupandiwenttohisstudyandknocked
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onthedoorwhilehewasonhisphone.

Muzi:"IknowBaba"

Hekeptquiet.Ileanedonthedoorandjustlookedathim .

Muzi:"YesBaba"

Hehungupandsighed.

Me:"friendsfight.Youwillbeok.Everythingwillworkout"

Heliftedhisheadbuthewasquiet.Iwalkedclosertohim andsatonhislap.

Me:"Heylookatme"

Helookedatme.

Me:"Iloveyouok?"

Heswallowedandwrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist.

Muzi:"IloveyoutooLum lum "

Ileanedinandkissedhim buthebrokeitofffast.Dididosomethingwrong?

Muzi:"Ineedtoliedown."

Me:"Letmedishupforyou"

Muzi:"iwilleatlater.Comeletsgorest"

Hepickedmeupandhewalkedoutofhisstudyandwalkedupthestairs.

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

Ilookedatthewaterinthebowelandiscatteredthem withmyhandsandisatonmybum.

Me:"Ntombilookafteryoursister.Godlookafteryourchild.Thisisbad"
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Ilookeddownonemoretime.LandiswaneedsGodandneedstobelieveinhim atthemoment.

IcalledtheQueenandsheanswered.

Queen:"MaDlamini.Whatanicesurprise"

Me:"MyQueenihaveanask"

Queen:"Anythingicanhelpwith"

Me:"IneedTheroyalheelerthissideandtheKing."

Queen:"Whatisgoingon?"

Me"Kubi(itsbad)Theblodshedthatsabouttocomeforthtothethrown."

Queen:"Ohmygod.Iwilltellthem tocomeassoonaspossible."

Me:"Thankyou"

Shehungup.Isighed.

INSERTTWENTY-NINE
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.

.

.

______

"Youkilledhim ?"

Thefacelessladysaidwhilelookingdownatthedeadbodyofaman.Hehadacrownontopof

him.HeturnedtheonewiththeGunandblooddrippingfrom hishands.

"Youshouldn'tbehere.Isaidleave"

Shewasshakingandshemovedbackfrom themanthatstoodbeforeher.Amonster.He

cameforthwhilepointingthegunatherandshecriedthenabangwasreleased.

_____

Igaspedandopenedmyeyes.Itwaslikeicouldn'tbreathforasecond.Mybeatwasracing.

WhoisthepersonthatNkonzokilledandwhyam ihavingdreamsofthiswomanwithhim ?

Muzi:"Babyareyouok?"

Heopensthesidelamp.Hisfingersandarmsmovearoundandencirclesmynakedbodybut

stilliam shiveringandnotcalmingdown.

Me:"Itfeltreal"

Muzi:"Itsjustadream."

Moansringedinmyhead.Iletgotofhim.

Me:"MakeitstopMuzi"

Muzi:"Baby"

Me:"Stopthemoansandgroans.Makeitstop"

Muzi'snamewasinbetweenthosemoansanditwasn'tmyvoice.Whatisgoingonifeltlikei

wascrazy.Tearsrolleddownmyeyesandyoucouldseetheconcernandpanickinhiseyes.

Me:"Itstoomuchpleasestop!"

Hetookhisphoneanddialedsomeone.

Muzi:"SheiscryinghereMahidon'tknowwhattodo."
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Helistenedandthosevoiceskeptplayinginmyhead.

"bestillmychild"

Onevoicesaid.Muzitriedtotouchmebutitslikethevoicesgotmoreandmorelouder.I

screamed.

Me:"Makethem stopplease!"

Muzi:"Babyletmeholdyou."

Me:"NoJustmakeitsstop"

Themoansgotlouderandlouderandiwasrollingonthefloor.Iopenedmyeyesandisaw

Ntombiacrosstheroom waving.

Ntombi:"ByeLah"

ThatmanagainappearedandSmirkedandshother.

Me:"Ntombi!"

ItriedtogotoherbutMuziheldme.Itslikewhenheholdsmeiam burningandiseea

bedroom .Inmyvisionandaladyonthebedbeforeiam engulfedbysomeoneandmyeyesgo

backtonormalanditsNkonzo.Iholdontohim.Iwasshaking.Muziwaspacingupanddown.

Muzi:"Fuck"

Nkonzo:"weneedtotakehertohergrandmother.Maybesheknowsaboutthis"

Me:"(shaking)Heiscomingforus.Heiscoming"

Muzi:"Shitiam gonnakillMongezi!!"

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andNkonzotriedtoletmegobutididn't.

Nkonzo:"iam gonnacarryyoutothecar"

Me:"theMoansandgroans.Itfeltreal"

Heclearedhisthroat.

Nkonzo:"itwillbeok"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

Me:"Ntombi"

Muzicameback.
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Muzi:"Sengwayoisonhisway.Ihavetogo"

Nkonzo:"Youcan'tleaveherinthisstate."

Muzi:"yeahstayherewithher"

Nkonzo:"yougottobekiddingme.Dudewhatthefucksheisyourgirl!!"

Heshouted.

Muzi:"Iam gonnahandlethisonceandforall"

Nkonzo:"nxyeahrepeatyourmistaketwice.Yeahgo"

Muzi:"Fuckiwillgo"

Hewalkedtotheclosetandthenhecameoutdressedandhecameandkissedmyforehead.

Muzi:"iwillbebacknowLum lum "

Nkonzo:"Nx.Idon'tknowwhatsgotintoyou"

Muzi:"pleasedon'tstart.Getherdressed"

HewalkedoutandNkonzoplacedmeonthebedhewalkedtotheclosetandcamebackwitha

bigtshirtandgotmedressedinit.Iwasshaking.

Nkonzo:"Ineedasmoke"

Me:"Pleasebringyourhands"

Helookedatmeweirdandthenbeoughtthem forth.AssoonaswetouchedVisionsflooded

andbloodwastoomuchonhishandsandthisladykeptappearing.Iletgoandbreathedout.

Nkonzo:"Youatitagain"

Ilookedathim andlaidmyselfinbed.Hesatnexttomeforsometimethentookoffhisshoes

andgotinnexttome.Myshakingsubsided.WhydidMuzileaveme.?

Me:"Am igonnadie?"

Hewassilent.

Nkonzo:"No"

Hepulledmetohim andifroze.

Nkonzo:"iam justkeepingyouwarm."

Hepulledmemorecloserandilaidonhischestandslept.
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.

.

.

.

.

INSERTTHRITY

.

.

*MBALI*

.

.

.

Itwasabeautifulsunnyday.YestheWeatherseemstobeinourfavourtodaymakingthisevent

morebeautiful.EveryonehereisinsmilesandalsoIatthesametime.TheQueenmother

lookssohappythatsheissheddingafewtearshereinthereandirubherback.ThehornsStart

andweallstandupandiglanceuptoMenzi.Hewinksatmeandiblushatthemoment.Our

eyesturntotheredcarpetandtheServantisholdingmylittlebabygirlSphe.Shelooksso

beautifulinthatwhitetutudresswithpumpswhilesuckingherthumb.Weallgiggleandthen

therealhornscomein.MyeyesscanaroundandtheylandonNkonzo.Idon'tknowwhybut

theylandedonhim andimovethem tothepersonweareherefor.Menzipatshisbrother's

shoulderastoreassurehim thatitsallgood.Idon'twanttolie.Landiswaisbeautiful.More

beautifulinthatwhiteprincessgownthatsheiswearing.Icouldseetearsinhereyesandshe

isshaking.Thecloudsform andtheskyisgreyandnotblueagain.Wearestillshockedbythat

whenSengwayoscreams.

Sengwayo:"Onlyonewillremain!"

Weareallconfusedasthethunderstormsstarttoform.Mybabycriesandiwannatakeher

butwearestoppedbymenwithGunsintheirhands.AManinblackwalksinwhilechuckling

andtakesouthisgunandaimsatMuziandMenzi.
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Him :"Igotyouwhereiwantyou"

HethenpullsthetriggerbutthenNkonzojumpsinfrontofthebulletandpeoplescatter

screaming.

Me:"Sphe"

Itwasallamesslandiswawasscreaming.

Landiswa:"Muzi,Nkonzo!"

AstheydisappearedwithherandMuzitriedtoruninthedirectionofwherehervoiceiscoming

from.IwenttoMenzi.

Me:"WhereismybabyMenzi?"

Iwasscaredandwantedmylittlegirlwithme.

Menzi:"Theytookher.Iwillfindher."

Queen:"Callanambulance.Heisbleeding"

King:"iam sorry,heisnomore"

HewasreferringtoNkonzo.ShecriedandyoucanseethehurtinMuzi'seyes.Itstartedto

rainandthundermore.

_____

IgaspedwhileopeningmyeyesandMenzipulledmetohischestandheldmeasicried.He

rubbedmybackwhiletryingtocalm medownasiwasshaking.

Me:"Sphesikhulu"

Menzi:"Sheisasleep.Itwasjustabaddream "

Me:"itfeltsoreal.Theytookourbabygirl.TheykilledNkonzothey.....theyitsjustamess"

Heholdsmetightertohischest.

Menzi:"Itsjustabaddream "

Me:"MaybeyouarerightbutitfeltrealmaybeishouldtellSengwayo"

Menzi:"HeisgonetoPretoriabecauseLandiswaisnotok"

Igotoffhisgrip.
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Menzi:"Andthen?"

Me:"Landiswa,thatsmyproblem.Ever

Sinceyoubroughtherinourlivessheislikeeverywhere"

Menzi:"iapologisedforthat,babyithoughtwewerepastthatnow"

Me:"itdoesn'tmeaniwillforgetMenzi"

Hehuffedandturnedtheotherside.

Me:"sowearejustgonnaignorethis?"

Menzi:"Ihaveanearlymorning.Pleaseifyoudon'tHaveanythingbettertodoisuggestyou

keepquiet"

Me:"Ihateyou"

Menzi:"Getinline"

Hesleptafterthat.FuckijustwishtokillthisLandiswagirl.Sheruinedmylife!

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

NkonzohasbeencallingmesinceileftthehouseinsearchofMongeziandhethreatenedto

killmeifidon'tcomebacksoidrovebacktothehouse.Ihatefeelingsouseless.Itsmorning

alreadyandihavebeenoutonthestreetsandidon'tevenknowwhatiam doingatthispoint.

Thissittingaroundisnotmything.Igothomeandisawacar.Theroyalcarandiknowthat

Mom ishere.Iguesssheflewherecauseitwasurgent.IgotinandLandiswawasonmy

mother'schest.Mom wasbrushingherhairandthenSengwayowalkeddownthestairsand

bowedbeforeme.

Sengwayo:"Yourhighness"

Me:"Sengwayo.Iam gladyoucameasfastasyoucould."

Sengwayo:"Whenyoucall.Ishouldlisternyourhighness."
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inodded.IwentclosetoLandiswasndsatnexttoherandtouchedhercheek.

Me:"Lum lum "

Shesniffedbutshewasquiet.Youcanseethatshewascrying.Ihopeshehasn'tfoundout

thaticheated.Itwasjustoneweakmomentright?Soitdoesn'treallycount.Right?

Me:"Landiswa"

Sengwayo:"wehavecalledhergrandmother.Uyezauzosisiza(sheiscomingtohelp)"

Me:"whatiswrongwithher?"

Sengwayo:"AmadloziakininoNkulunkuluayambonisa(youancestorsandGodareshowingher

visions)"

Me:"About?"

Sengwayo:"Thefuture.WhatisgonnahappenwiththeThrownandherlife."

Queen:"isitgonnaharm her?"

Me:"yeah?"

Sengwayo:"wedon'tknow.Wewillsee"

ThedooropenedandhergrandlothercameinwithNkonzo.

Me:"Sawubonamah(helloMah)"

MaDlams:"Helloeveryone."

Nkonzo:"ihavetoleave."

MaDlamscrouchedinfrontofLandiswaandcarressedherface.

MaDlams:"Noyouareneededdon'tleave.Thishasyoubothinit"

Landiswasatup.

MaDlams:"asambeNtombisiyobonakuthiwani(letsgoandseewhatissaid)"

ShehelpedLandiswaupandSengwayoescourtedtotheroom inthelastcornerdownthestairs.

Sengwayo:"Takeoffyourshoes".

Wealltookoffourshoesandtheroom hadcandleslitupandabigbowelofwaterandincense.

Alotofshitwasherethatididn'tunderstand.Wekneltdown.

MaDlams:"Wonkeumuntukumeleahlanzekengaphambikokuthisiqhubeke.(everyonemust
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becleanedbeforewecarryon.)"

ShelookedatmethenNkonzoandwebothlookeddown.

MaDlams:"ineedtoprickallofyourfingers.Ifthewaterisn'tclearitsbecauseyouknow"

Itslikeallshewassyingwasdirectedtome.Mom andLandiswahadclearwater.Mineturned

BlackandNkonzo'swasred.

Sheshookherhead.

MaDlams:"Kubi(Itsbad)"

Mom :"Canyoutelluswhatiswrong?"

MaDlams:"ican'tseeproperlybut......"

landiswastartedtoshakewhilelayingdown.Hereyeswentbackwards.

Me:"Landiswa"

Sengwayo:"Stepback"

Me:"Stepback?Sheisdying!"

Nkonzo:"Sheisnot"

Sengwayo:"drinkheremfana"

HehandedsomebrownsubstanceforNkonzotodrink.hewasshaking.

Nkonzo:"ngiryt(Iam good)"

MaDlams:"Ngizokusakazangempamaphuza(iwillslapyou.Drinkhere)"

Hisvainswerepoppoingoutandtheywereblack.Thiswitchcraftthingiscrazyofitis.He

drankitandthenlaiddownandclosedhiseyes.Hewasstillshaking.

MaDlams:"Wearthisitsforprotection"

Shegavemeabracelet.

Me:"Why?"

Sengwayo:"youwillneedit.Yourhighnesscanyouexcuseus"

Me:"Youwantustoleave?"

MaDlams:"Yes.Weneedtobealone"
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Mom :"comeMuzi"

Ididntlikethisonebit.Igotupandwewalkedoutclosingthedoor.Ijusthopeeverythingwill

beok.

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

.

Ibreathedoutwhentheywalkedout.

Sengwayo:"Willhesurvive?"

Me:"Idontknow.Theyarenotshowinganythingtome.

Sengwayo:"Namingokunjalo(samehere)"

theyhavestoppedshakinganditakeoutthenecklaces.

Me:"Idon'tthinkshewillunderstand"

Sengwayo:"TheMkhizeancestorsarestrongerthantheQwabe's.

Me:"Buttheyareroyal"

Sengwayo:"Chaakuyingalokho.NanibakwaDlamininibambisenenabo(noitdoesntgolike

that.AlsotheDlaminiAncestorsarestrong)"

Me:"letscleanherstomach"

Imadetheremedytocleanherstomach.SengwayomadeoneforNkonzo.Imadeherdrink

andafterafewminutesshestartedbleadingandicleanedherup.Shewassoundasleep.We

thenmadeabloodconvenientbetweenthem.

Sengwayo:"Letshopetheywilldefeatthethrownandotherthings"

Me:"Metoo"

.
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.

.

INSERTTHIRTY-ONE

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Ifeltmyheartispounding.Theskyisgreyaspeoplearescreamingwhilescatteringaround.I

am notevensuremyselfwhatisgoingon.Isitupfrom thefloorandJustwatchaseverything

Vanishesandturnswhiteandiseeabrightlightbeforeiopenmyeyes.Isitupwhilegroaning

andLandiswa'sgrandmotherisbymysideinasecond.

MaDlams:"Drinkthis"

Thelookonherfaceisdaringmetoprotest.Idrinkitupandthengiveitbacktoher.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

MaDlams:"WearthatNecklacealways."

Me:"(lookingatit)ok"

Igetupandshakemyheadandwalkoutandlookslikeeverythingisgreat.

Me:"Ihavetobounce"

Muzi:"Seeyoulaterboy"

InoddedandLookedatLandiswathenshookmyheadandiwalkedout.Igotinmycarand

droveoff.Myphonerangandiknewalreadywhoitwas.

Me:"baba"
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Baba:"Iam nothappy"

Me:"IthinknextweekiwillbegoingbacktoPortugal"

Baba:"butMongeziisnotdefeated"

Me:"Iwillcomebackifyouneedme."

Hesighed.

Baba:"fine.WedoneedyouinPortugalanyway."

Hehungupanditurnedthesterioup.

.

.

.

Afewdayspassed.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Eversincemegettingthosetraumaticsoundsihavebeenfeelingok.ThoughMuziisacting

differentwheniam aroundhim anditkindofworriesme.Afewdaysleftbeforeileavework

andpreparetostartschool.Tomorrow imeetingupwithNkonzosowecanhaveourlast

sessionforthisITtutorial.IjusthopebytonightafteralloftheplanningihaveformeandMuzi

tohaveanicedinnertogethercomestogether.Idon'twanttoloosehim really.Iwasatwork

whentheelevatoropenedandiheardsomeshouting.

Noma:"MybestBitch,Whereismybae!?"

IlookedatthedooranditwasopenandNkonzowaslookingatus.Sheputthewinebottleon

thetable

Me:"Yohforaprincessyousurecanmakenoise"

Noma:"Mxm.Canwecelebrate"

Me:"What?"
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Noma:"Idon'tknow.Justnje"

Me:"Youbored"

Noma:"Youhavenoidea"

WelaughedandNkonzocameout.

Nkonzo:"Ihavetobesomewhere"

Noma:"Ouuhheyyoulongtime"

HechuckledandhuggedNomaandifeltapangofJealousy.Ishouldn'tfeelthatway.Ilove

Muzi.

Nkonzo:"Stillbeautiful.Howaboutitakeyoutodinnertonight?"

Noma:"Can'tsaynotothat"

ShepoppedtheChampaignbottleopen.Nkonzowalkedaway.Mymoodjustwentdown.

Noma:"(drinkingfrom thebottle)sovelewhenisMuzimarryingyourass?"

Me:(laughed)idon'tknow"

Noma:"Iam sohappyyoh.Kodwachomiyouareboring"

Me:"Hawunganimanje(Withwhat?)"

Noma:"Youarenotevendrinkingwithme.Mxm letmegoandvisitAmanda"

Shetookherbagandilaughed.

Me:"sayhitoherforme"

Noma:"Sharp"

Shewalkedoffandijustlaughedandcarriedonwithmywork,Theelevatoropenedagainanda

guyinaredgolftshirtandaredcapwithblackChinosandsneakerscamemywayholding

flowersandsomethingelse.Hestoppedinfrontofme.

Guy:"DeliveryforMsLandiswa"

Me:"Thatwouldbeme"

Hegavemeaclipboardtosignandtherewasaboxtoo.Iwasscaredtoopenit.

Guy:"Haveagoodday"

Me:"Thankyou"
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Hewalkedoff.Isatdownanddidn'tevenlookatallofthatbutiwascurious.Maybeishould

findthecardfirstandifitswrittensomethingidon'tknowtheniwon'topen.Igotinthejungle

ofrosesandiopenedit.

****Rosesarered,Violetsareblue.Iam notgoodinpoetrybutDimondsaremyGroove*****.

Ilaughed.Thatsbad.Iopenedtheboxandithaddiamondearings.Theyaresobeautiful.

Me:"NcoohMuzikodwa"

Isawanothernoteandtookit.

***From Mongezi**

Ncoohiappreciatethem thoughtheyaretoomuch.Myphonestartedringinganditookit.

Me:"Hello"

"HeyitsMongezi"

Me:"Howdidyougetmyphonenumber?"

Mongezi:"Ihavemyway.Ijustsawthosediamondearingsweregonnacomplementyou"

Me:"Youshouldn'thaveitstoomuchandwhatwillmyboyfriendsayaboutthis"

Hechuckled.

Mongezi:"Tellhim itshiscompetition."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Wow"

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

IhatehowMongeziisdictatingmylifeatthemoment.Iam layingonthebedastheDrisdoing

thescanandlooksatthismachine.Arghiam toangrytoevenlookatit.

Dr:"yepsheispregnant.Oneweek"
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Mongezi:"(clapshands)Wonderful.Nowletswaittillyou4months"

Me:"Whatifimiscarrybeforehand"

Heheldmyfacesqueezingitthatiscreamedcauseitwassore.

Mongezi:"Youwon'tletthathappenareweclear?"

Hesaidthroughhisteeth.

Me:"Yes"

Heletgoofmyfaceandateardroppedfrom it.

Mongezi:"Wipethatfaceandgetanythingyouneed.Makesureyoudon'tloosethisbaby"

Inodded.

Mongezi:"Good."

Hewalkedout.Thismanissoevil.Ijustcried.Ididthisonmyown.Iwipemytearsand

followedoutaswell.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

.

IwasstandingbythewindowonthePhonewithMenziasiwasstillinforminghim aboutthe

Mongezisituation.

Me:"wehavingmixedemotionsaboutthis.IfeellikeLandiswacanfeelthatthisisgonnabea

mess"

Menzi:"Yesmaybe."

Therewassilence.

Menzi:"(sigh)Howisshe?"

Me:"Idon'tthinkitswisetospeakeaboutmygirlfriendatthemoment"
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Menzi:"Iam sorry.Iwasjustasking"

Me:"Itsgood.Iwillcomedownnextweekendtojustseehowthingsare"

Menzi:"Yeahandmaybecomeupwithaplanonhowtohandlethissituatuon"

Me:"Yeahlookihavetogo"

Menzi:"shots"

Hehungupandipressedmyheadonthewindow.This,Thisiseatingmeupdaybydayevery

minuteilookatLandiswa.Thedooropened.

Nomonde:"Sir,MsLandiswacalledmetoinform youthatsheisready."

Me:"Thankyou"

Shewalkedout.Ineedtojustforgetaboutthis.Iturnedandtookmythingsandiwalkedout

andwenttomycartofetchLandiswa.Igottomybrother'scompanyandshewaswaitingfor

me.Igotoutandwenttokisshercheekandsheblushed.

Me:"Youlookbeautiful"

Landiswa:"ThankyouGumede"

Sheperkemylipsandiopenedthedoorforherandshegotinandigotinmysideanddroveoff.

SheopenedsomesongsandplayedNewedition,Canyoustandtherainandsangtoit.Sheis

sobeautifulwhensheblushes.

Landiswa:"Causeineedsomebody

Whowillstandbyme.

Throughthegoodtimesandbadtime

Youwillalways,alwaysberightthere

Sunnydays,everybodylovesthem

Tellmebabycanyoustandtherain

Stormswillcome.

Thisweknowforsure

Canyoustandtherain?"

Iswearthiswomanlovesoldschoolmusicsomuch
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Me:"Wereyoubornin1910?"Sheplayfullypushedme"

Landiswa:"Youareforwardyouknow"

Iluaghed.Wegottomyhouseandgotout.

Me:"Iwonderwhatyoudoingformetonight?"

Landiswa:"Alotofthings.IhopeMartincookedcauseiam tired"

Me:"Yes"

Icameclosetoherandheldherwaistandkissedherneckandshegiggled.

Landiswa:"HaahMuziletsgochangeandwatchamovie"

Me:"ButiwantustostarrourownMovie"

Isaidperkingherlips.

Landiswa:"WhatMovie?"

ShesaodwithaSmirk.

Me:"Fiftyshades"

Ipickedherupandshegiggled.

Landiswa:"Ohmygod"

Me:"Youready?"

Ikissedherneckandsuckedonitandsheheldmyheadwhileiwentintothebedroom and

placedheronthebed

Landiswa:"Yes"

Herbreathingescalatedasikissedheeneckslowlywhilemyhandsunderhertoptowhereher

braisandigobacktoherlipsandkissherwhileunhoockingherbra.Thetwinsaresetfreeand

arereadyformetodevour.Iputmycoldhandsunderherandtheymovetohertwinsandi

squeezesoftlyandshemoansinmymouthanditmakesmybloodrushhearinghersweet

moan.Itakeoffhertopandherpantsandikissherbellyallthewaytoherbreastsandikiss

thenbothandsuckonherperkynipplesandtwirlmytongueonthem asmyfingersgodownher

waistandtrailtoherlacyunderwearandtheysliptoherneatlyshavedNookie.Asoftmoan

escapesherlipsandsheholdsontoghtertothesheetsasislipinmyfirstfingerandslowly

moveitinsideher.Hereyesflipbackandshetakesabiggaspandtightenshergriponthe

sheets.
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Landiswa:"OhMuzi"

IKissherlipsandshekissmebackbutyoucantellbythesweetsquirmsthatshewantsto

moan.

Landiswa:"Mmh"

Shebitherbottom lipseductivelymakingmewanttobeinsideheralreadyatthismomentbuti

holdmyself.Icanfeelhergettingmorewetbythesecondandthepressurefrom her.Her

breathingbecomesheavierandthensheletsitgoandcums.Ipulloutmyfingersandigoand

takeatowelandiwipeher.Sheistryingtocatchherbreathanditakemyclothesoffasmy

dickisthrobbingandshoutingtobeinher.Igetclosertoherandshesitsupbutipullherby

herlegsabitroughlyanditurnheraroundandholdherhandsandspankherassandshe

giggled.

Landiswa:"Mmmh"

Me:"Youlikethat?"

Shenodsandispankheroncemoreandshecriesinamoanandirubmydickonherandshe

moansthenienterherwhensheleastexpectedit.

Landiswa:"Muzislowdownitssore"

Idon'tslowdownbutincreasemypaceasiholdherhair.

Landiswa:"Muzi!"

Shepushesme.

Me:"Andthen?"

Landiswa:"Youarehurtingme"

Me:"iam sorrybaby."

Iturnheraroundandkissherneckandislam inherslowlyandigodeeper.

Me:"Fuck!"

Icurseandincreasemypaceabit.

Me:"(kissingherback)Lum lum iloveyou"

Landiswa:"Mmmhmygodyes"

Imovedmyhandsfrom herhairandwenttoherwaistandiincreasedmypaceslamminginto

her..shecametwiceandichangedherpostitiontomissionaryandpulledhertotheedgeandi



211

gotinher.

Me:"igotyou"

Shewasn'tevenlisterningtomeasthepleasurehasconsumedher.

.

.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Ijustwanttofirstoffsaythatiam glowingandmosthappyatthismoment.Muziistreatingme

sogoodthaticansaynothingisgonnastopourloveatthemoment.Iwokeupearlierthanhim

andkissedhischeekbeforeiwenttobathandthencleanedupandwentdownthestairsto

makebreakfastwhenifoundMartin.Igreetedhim.

Me:"GoodmorningMartin"

Martin:"GoodmorningMam "

Me:"iwasgonnamakebreakfatbutiseeyouareonit"

Martin:"verwellmam "

Me:"Ok.LetmegowakeupMuzi"

Iwalkedupthestairs.ItsawkwardhavingaconversationwithMartin.Igotinthebedroom and

gotontopofMuziandsatonhim.

Me:"Baby"

Hewassilent.Ikissedhislips.

Me:"Babyvuka"

Muzi:"mmmhlum comebacktobed"
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Me:"ButipromisedGogoiwillbebackhomeby9.Ineedtohelpherhome"

Hegroaned.

Muzi:"doyoureallyhavetogo?"

Me:"YouaregoingwithNkonzotoPortugalforafewdaysso"

Muzi:"Arghiwillcancel"

Me:"don'tbelikethat"

Heopenedhiseyesfinaly.Iperkedhislips.

Me:"Youarecute"

Muzi:"Thatsgayish"

Ilaughedandhegotupwhilepickingmeup.

Me:"Putmedownandletmecleanhere"

Muzi:"yesMrsMe"

Hekissedmycheekandputmedownandheldmywaist

Muzi:"ihopemysperm reacheshereoneday"

Me:"Itwill"

Hekissedmycheek.

Muzi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Wesharedapassionatekissandilethim goandhewenttobath.Icleanedupthebedroom

andhegotoutandhewenttotheclosetandhegotdressedandwewentdownthestairstoeat.

Wefinishedandwashedthedishesandihelpedhim packup.

Muzi:"Doyouhavetogo?"

Me:"Yesandweneedtobuypills"

Muzi:"Iwillpaylobolawhenicomebacksoletmysperm finditsgoal"

Me:"Ayi"

Hechuckled.



213

Muzi:"Youknowiloveyouright?"

Me:"Iknow."

Iturnedtohim andwekissedthenitookmybagandthenwewalkedout.Wegottohiscarand

hedrovemehomeanddroppedmeoff.Iam gonnamisshim thesefewdayswhileheisgone.

Iwalkedinthehouseandgogowascleaning.Shelookedatherwrist.

Gogo:"Its10am.IsonaSkhathiovukangaso(Isthisthetimeyougetupat?)"

Me:"sorryiam late.Iwillchangeintosomethingmorecomfortable."

Igottothebedroom andiwenttochangeandiworeadressthatreachesmyknees.Itwashot

soiwantedsomethinglooseandflopsanditiedmyhairintoabunsnfiwalkedoutandhelped

gogoclean.ShehadtobeatChurchat11.Iwasnowcookingandshewasdonebathing.

Gogo:"Yourthingisonmybed"

Shemeanslaptop

Me:"okthank.Wamuhleboh(youaresobeautiful)"

Gogo:"iwanttoshowthatMaMfundisiistillgotit"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Andyouneverlostit."

Gogo:"letmegetgoing."

Shekissedmycheekandshewalkedout.Thehouseseemedempty.ImissedNtombi,she

wouldbemakingcutenoiseatthemoment.Therewasaknockatthedoorandiwenttoopen

anditeasNkonzo.Imovedoutoftheway.

Me:"Goodday"

Nkonzo:"Hi"

Therewassilence.HisperfumeMixedwithNicotinefilledourwholehouse.

Me:"letmegoswitchoffthestoveandthenwecanstart"

Nkonzo:"Sure"

Me:"Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?"

Nkonzo:"Noiam fine"

InoddedandiwenttoswitchoffthestoveandiwenttotakethelaptopofGogo'sbedandi
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wenttothelounge.Isatdownandheputaharddriveandusbonthetable.

Me:"Wearegonnausethattoday?"

Nkonzo:"Noiwilltellyoulateronwhatthisisfor"

Me:"ok."

Igavehim thelaptop.

Nkonzo:"Wecan'tsitoppositeeachotherlikethat.Youneedtoseethisproperly"

Isighef.Igotupandsatnexttohim andhecarriedonteachingme.Itwasbetterthatwayandi

askedhim alotofquestions.Wewerenowdoneandhestoodup.

Me:"Gogowillkillmeifshehearsyouareleavingwithouteating"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"Okitsfine"

Inoddedandgotupandthenwenttodishupforhim sndmyself.Wesatdownandistartedto

eatwholehewasn't.

Me:"Areyouok?"

Nkonzo:"Itsjustihadadisturbingdream aboutyoulastnight"

Me:"Whatwasitabout?"

Nkonzo:"Icouldntseeclearlybutyouweresoakedinblood"

Iputmyfooddownanddrankmywater.

Me:"Bringyouhands"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"Doyouevenknow howtouseordowithyourpowers?"

Me:"Mxm.Yesican.Iam playingican'tbutitwon'thurttotry"

Nkonzo:"Iam sure"

HeplacedhishandsonmineandiclosedmyeyesandisawAgreenbigfieldwithhim inthe

middle.Hewassmilingandthiswomanrantohim .Heputhisbagdown.Hewasinanavyblue

uniform withbadgesandhetookoffhishat.Heseemedlikethoseagentsfrom thenavyand

stuff.ThewomanJumpedinhisarmsandhespunherandtheysharedakissandmyeyes

wentbaccktonormal.
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_____

Nkonzo:"Uhm wow"

Me:"Whatdidyousee?"

Nkonzo:"Justgreenfieldyou?"

Me:"Isawyouandsomewoman.Youguyslookedhappyandinlove"

Iwasinmythoughtsthenilookedathim.Myphonedisturbedusanditwasamessagefrom

anunknownnumber.

****Keepwatchofyourman.Hemightslipaway*****

Ilookedatitconfused.

Nkonzo:"Youok?"

Me:"Someonesentmeamessage."

Nkonzo:"Canitraceit,thenumber?"

Me:"Uhm sure"

Igavehim myphoneandhedidhisthingandheputitonthetable.

Nkonzo:"Itsuntraceable"

Me:"MaybeishouldtalktoMuzi"

Nkonzo:"Maybe.Ihavetogo.Pleasekeepthesesafeforme.Guardthem withyourlife"

Heputthedriveandusb.

Me:"okiwill"

Hestoodupandididtooandiwalkedhim tothedoor.

Nkonzo:"ohandonemorethingaboutthat"

Iwasbehindhim andheturnedtoofastthatwewereinchesaway.Ilookedathim mastering

hisfaceandthenhiseyesandifelttenderlipsonmine.Myheartwasbeatingfastandifound

myselfclosingmyeyesandbeingonmytoesandholdingontohisneckwhilehisstrongarms

werearoundmywaist.Thekisslastedsolongthatitsendedchillsdownmyspineandifeltlike

mylegswerewobbly.Hepickedmeupbeforeicouldloosemybalanceandimoanedasiffelt

hishardonandhegroaned.

.
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.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Iturnedandshewasrightinfrontofme.Inchesawayfrom meandmyitchtograbherand

bringherclosetomewasthere.Iheldherwaistasmylipswereonhertenderlips.Theywere

justperfectandisuckedonthebottom andmyheartwasbeatingfast.Mybloodrushed

throughmyvainsvigorouslyinawayicouldn'tunderstand.Sherepliedtomykisswhichmade

itmoreheatedandmoreyearnfull.Icouldfeelhergettingweakandsoam ibyjustasimple

kissbutipickedherupandkickedthedoorclosedandplacedheronthecouch.Mylipsstill

lockedherher.Herhandsrunthroughmyroughhairandminewentunderheryellowsummer

dress.Theytrytonavigatetheirwayandfindherunderwear.Ikissherneckandhergorgeous

clivagethatfromedwhilesheislyingonthecouchandithengounderherdressandpressmy

tongueonherFlower.Shemoansandholdsmyhead.Ipullitoffwithmyteethandlookather

ashereyesareclosedandigobackdownandmytonguetouchedherflowerandisuckedon

herclitwhilepartingherlegsandholdingthem downsoshewon'tsquirm.Mytongueslidsin

herDickholeanditonguefuckherandshestartstosquirm andmoansosweetly.

Landiswa:"FuckAhhh"

Shereachesherclimaxbutipullbackandstopbeforeshecancum andilookatherashasa

frown.Ichuckleandigobackdownandikissherflowerandslidmyfingerinandlookather

facialexpressions.Iwanttoseehowshelookswhenshecumsthroughthewondersofwhat

myfingerscando.Ifingerherandfeelherwarmthnessandherbodystiffenandikissher

cheekbutsheholdsmyfaceandweshareakiss.Apassionateyetroughoneandshecums

squirting.Itakeherunderwearandcleanherupandweshareanotherkiss.Mybloodisboiling

andmyvainsarepopping.Iam yearningforhertoanextinctthatmybodyaches.Ipullherup

tomeandikissheroncemoreandsherespondsquietwellwhileitrytounbucklemypants

andgetthejobdone.Shitthecondomsidon'thavethem here.

Me:"Wecan'tdothis"

Shepullsmetowardsher

Landiswa:"Ohmygod!"

Me:"Fuck!"

Shehasinsertedmydickinher.Istartedtomoveandgoddamnherpussywallsareholding

mydicksogoodanditssowarm.Iholdherlegupandunzipthebackoffherdressanditgoes
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toherwaistandiholdsqueezeherbreastwhileimoveinsideofher.Sheisholdingmetightly

whilemoaningbymyear.Ikissherneck.

Landiswa:"Yes"

Istopmovingandicarryhertothebedroom andlayheronthebedandipulloutandclosethe

dooritakeoffmyclothesandwearebothnaked.Ihavetastedherandiwantmoreofher.Igot

ontopofherandpositionedmyselfandiwentinslowlyinherandshedughernailsinmyarms.

Landiswa:"ohyouaresobig"

Hereyesrollbackandikisshersmalllipsandsherespondswhileimoveinher.

Me:"Shit,Youaresowarm.Ahh"

Isaidincreasingmypaceandkissedherforehead.

Landiswa:"OhMyGodNkonzo"

Me:"Mmmh"

Iwentdeeperandpumpedharderinherandshewentcrazyandmoaned.

Landiswa:"Ohmygodyesyes."

Me:"FuckiloveyouLandiswaDlamini"

Iperkedherlips.

Landiswa:"(lookingatme)Iloveyoutoo.NkonzoMkhize"

Thatsatisfiedmyheartandmademepumphermoreandmakemoresweetlovetoher.

Landiswa:"mmmmhmy!"

Shegaspedandikissedherforehead.Ilovewatchingher.

.

.

.

INSERTTHRITY-TWO

.

.

.
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Tearsjustleftmyeyes.OhmygodthisoneofthebiggestbetrayalicoulddotoMuzi.Howwilli

lookathim nowthatihavesleptwithhisbestfriend.Heconsidershim asabrother.Itjustall

happenedtofastandihaveneverfeltthatwayandsoconnectedtosomeonebutitallfeelsso

wrong.Hetriestocomecloserbutimovebackandasharpsobescapesmylips.

Me:"Weshouldn'thavedonethatNkonzo.Youarehisbestfriend.Iam hisgirlfriend.We....we

betrayedhim."

HegetsCloserandpullsmetohisnakedchest.Gogoistheleastofmyworriesbecausesheis

comingbackonMonday.HerChurchthingisgoingtobestretchysosheisgonnasleepata

friendsthengotochurchagaintomorrow.

Hisarmswraparoundmeandmytearswethischest.

Nkonzo:"ishouldn'thavekissedyou.Iam sorry"

Me:"Iwon'tbeabletolookathim "

Hisphoneringsandhestretchestotakeitfrom hispantsanditFlashesMuzi.Myheartbeats

fastandNkonzolooksatmeandkissesmyforehead.

Nkonzo:"Iwillhandleitdon'tworry"

Heansweresandputsitonloudspeakerandlaysbackanfpullsmetohischest.Itsthose

armsifindcomfortinwhenishouldberunningawayfrom him afterwhatwedid.

Nkonzo:"Ndoda"

Hesayswithafirm voice.

Muzi:"Theplaneisleavingin10Minutes.Areyoucoming?"

Nkonzo:"Iam leavingtomorrow.Ihavesomethingsineedtofixbeforeileavethecountry"

Muzi:"ohok.IwillcallyouwhenilandinPortugalthen"

Nkonzo:"Mydriverwillbetheretotakeyoutomyhousewhenyouland"

Muzi:"Surething.Hopeeverythinggetssorted"

Nkonzohangsupandijustcry.

Nkonzo:"Shhh"

Me:"Heisgonnakillus"

Nkonzo:"nohewon't.Whathedoesn'tknowwon'thurthim.Justlikeyou"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanlikeme?"
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Nkonzo:"Forgetisaidanything"

Therewassilenceandourheartswerebeatingsoloud.

Nkonzo:"IknowibetrayedMuzibutwhydoesitfeelgoodtohaveyoulayingonmychest?"

Isatup.

Me:"Youshouldleave"

Nkonzo:"(sittingup)I'm so......"

Me:"Please"

Henoddedandhestoodupandstartedtogetdressed.Iwatchedhim.Whyam ifeelinglikehe

shouldn'tleave?Whyam ifeelinglikethis.Landiswalookawaypleasecausemybloodis

gettingwarmerjustbylookingathim.Heworehistshirtandtookhiscarkeys.

Nkonzo:"Bye"

Me:"(softly)Bye"

Hewalkedout.Iheardthedoorclosebutthecarnothing.Whyam ifeelingsuffocatedashe

left.Ishouldn'tbefeelinglikethisformyBoyfriend'sbestfriend.Igotoffthebedandiworemy

gownandslippers.Myhairwasroughandididn'tcare.IpassedourFoodthatmusthavebeen

coldatthemomentandigotoutandicouldstillseehisGreyAudiQ5stillparkedupfront.The

poeoplehereatthetownshiparemesmerizedbyit.Igocheckifheisinsideandheisnot.I

wenttothebackcausethatsallithoughtaboutandisawhim leaningonthebananatreewhile

havingasmoke.Ibitmybottom lip.Godpleaseforgiveme.Ipromiseiwillrepenttomorrow

buttodaythedamageisalreadydone.Iwalkedslowlyclosertohim andthesmellofhis

perfumeandNicotineistakingmeaway.Ijustloveitfornoreasonatall.Istandbehindhim

andjustlookathim andhehasatattooonhisarm.Itsvisible.Muzidoesn'thaveanybut

Nkonzo'sareturningmeonsomehow.Ithinkhefeltmypresencecauseheturnedaroundand

lookedatmewithonehandinhispocketandtheotherheissmokingwith.Ilookdownashis

eyesarepeircingthroughme.HethrowshisKentCigaretteandheletsoutapuffandlooksat

mewithbothhishandsinhispocket.Iam nervousandidon'tknowwhybuthehasalways

mademenervoussincethedayhecame.

Nkonzo:"Istheresomethingwrong?"

Ibitemybottom lipandtearsstreameddownmyeyes.Hecamecloser.

Nkonzo:"Ukhalelani?(whyareyoucrying?)"

Ijustburstedintoacryandthrewmyselfathim andhuggedhim.Hewasstillinthesame

positionashewasstanding.
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Me:"Idon'tknow.Iam sorry"

Heputhisarmsaroundmeandhuggedmeback.Hissmellstartedtocalm medown.

Nkonzo:"Isaidiwillhandleeverything.Trustmewhenisaythat."

Me:"Iam justscared."

Nkonzo:"Lookatme"

Ididn'tlookathim.Heliftedmyhead.

Nkonzo:"Idon'tknowwhatiam feelingcauseihaveneverfeltitbeforebutItsmakingmefeel

good.Itsstrongandidontknowaboutyou"

Me:"Youwantustodate?Wecan'tdothat"

Hesawthepanicinmyeyesandhechuckled.

Nkonzo:"No.Ifithappensijustwanttomakeyou.........."

Hemovedthehairfrom myeyes.

Me:"Makemewhat?"

Hesmiled.

Nkonzo:"Nothing.Letsgoinside.Itsgettingcold."

Me:"Youarenotleavingright?"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"Youchasedmeaway"

Me:"Noiam sorry."

Hepulledmetohim andilandedonhischest.Hisonehandwasinhispocketandhelowered

hisface.Itwasinchesaway.

Nkonzo:"Iam sorryaboutthisbut....."

Heloweredhislipsandtheymetmineandiclosedmyeyesandhesuckedonmylipsandwe

sharedaspinechillingkiss.Ibrokeitandputmyhandsonhischest.

Nkonzo:"Iam sorry"

Me:"Itsok"

.
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.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Igottotheairportandiboardedontheplane.IforgottocallLandiswabeforeigotintheplane

butiwillcallherwhenireachmydestination.Ilovethatgirlandiwoulddoanythingforher.I

knowmecheatingdoesn'tnecessarilyshowthatbutido.Iregretcheatingonherandiam

GladThatPalesahasleftmealoneandihavenothingtiedtoher.

Hostess:"Wouldyoulikeanythingsir?"

Ilookedather

Me:"Justwaterfornow"

Her:"Comingrightup"

Shewalkedawayandcameback.

Me:"Thanks."

Iopenedthebottledwaterandstarteddrinking.Thenrestedmyhead.Ineedtotakemytraining

seriouslywhileiam inPortugal.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

Myphonerangaswewerenowoutofchurch.Itwasnighttimeandiwasgoingtoleavewith

mygoodfriendMbako.Shelivesnearbythechurch.Itookitoutandwalkedawayfrom the

womenandMamfundisiwasstillgivingmeastare.Iansweredmyphone.

Me:"Hello"

Sengwayo:"Ithasstarted?"
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Me:"Whathas?"

Sengwayo:"TheirJourney.Theyhavebeenintimate"

Me:"NO!Theyweren'tsupposedtobeintimatenow"

Sengwayo:"Welltheyhavefullybecameone"

Me:"EishyabonauLandiswaezongibulala(youseeLandiswaisonamissiontokillme)"

Ihuffed.Thisisamess.ItssupposedtohappenafterThisstorm that'sabouttooccur.

Sengwayo:"Wellihavetogo"

Me:"Okeish"

Ihungup.

Mamfundisi:"Trouble?"

Me:"Notatall."

ShefakedasmileandiwentbacktoMbako.Howam igonnafixthis.?

.

.

.

"throughdroughtandfamin

Naturaldisasters.Mybabyhasbeenaroundforme.

Kingdomshavefallen

Angelsbeencallin

Nonofthatcouldevermakemeleave

Yeah,everytimeilookintoyoureyesiseeit

You'reallineed.

Everytimeigetbitinsideifeelit

Ooouuuh,whowould'vethoughtigetyou

Ooouuuh,whowould'vethoughtigetyou.
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Andwhenwe'remakinglove

Yourcriestheycanbeheardfrom farandwide

Itsonlythetwoofus

Everythingineedisbetweenthosethighs........ "

DanielCaeser.

Iloveoldschoolmusic,Rnbalotbutthisonejustgetsmyspinetinglingwithhim justsmirking

andmimickingthewords.WellbecauseDanielCaesardoesn'thaveadeepvoicelikeNkonzo.

Itjustmakesyourbodyvibratewithoutwarning.Thisfeelingidon'tknowwhereitscoming

from buttonight,todaywehavedecidedtoexploreitabitbeforetomorrow whenwewill

repentandpretendlikenonofthishappened.

Hekissesmyhandandplacesitlockedwithhisonhisthighandglancesupatme.Thoughi

can'tseehim properlybuthiseyessparkleunderthenightstars.Iblushandlookawayand

Questionmyself.Whatisthismandoingtome?No.Whyishedoingthistome? Ilookoutof

thewindow andilookatthestars.Theyarebeautiful.Wereachaplace.Iguessithishouse.It

ain'tdramaticallyMassivelikeMuzi'sbutilovethewoodenjunglethemeitpotraysaswefirst

walkedin.Hewasholdingmyhanditfeltlikeiwasateenagerthatsnuckfrom hometogoand

gethervirginitybroken.Thedooropenedandthelightswereonanyway.

Me:"Uhm "

HechucklesandKissesmylipswhileholdingthesideofmyfaceandlooksintomyeyes.

Nkonzo:"nooneishereipromise.Itsjustus."

Me:"Tomorrow weareforgetting......"

Nkonzo:"Thisnighteverhappenediknow.Come"

Hepickedmeupandigiggled

Me:"putmeDownNkonzo"

Nkonzo:"no"

Me:"putmedown"

Nkonzo:"Chillyourass"

Hespankedit.

Me:"stopthat"
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Hesmirked.Whyam ilovingthismomentidontreallyknow.Hewalkedinhisbedroom and

wenttothebalconyandputmedown.Welookedoutsideandthenaturewasbeautifultowatch.

Hisbackyardwasamazingandthestarsandlargepoolcomplimentedit.Hetookoffhistop

andiwatchedhim andhelookedatmeandsmiledandwrappedhisarmsaroundme.Itsrare

toseeNkonzosmileandiam tryingtogetusedtothat.

Me:"itsbeautiful"

Nkonzo:"Mmmh"

Hekissedmycheek"

Me:"Stopit"

Nkonzo:"ihaveafewhourswithyouandmaybethesewillbetheonlyfewhoursihavewith

youinmylife.Ijustwannacherishthem."

Ijustdidntknowwhattosaysoikeptquietandenjoyedtheview.

Nkonzo:"Singforme"

Me:"What?"

Nkonzo:"Anythingthatcomesfrom yourheart"

Hewrapshisarmsmoreandifeelwarm ashisskinisagainstmine.Iturnedtohim andhe

looksatme.

Me:"Tellmewhy?

Yousoafraidtobeemotional

Tellmewhy

Ican'texpressmyself.Tonooneelsebutyou(ilaughed)

Yourlastgirlcouldntgetitright(hechuckled.Icouldn'tsaymannowcouldi?)yousayyou

wantsomethingrealinyourlife

Causeyou'vehearditallbefore

anditallbeenthesametoyou

Nkonzo:"Butimeanitwhenitellyou

(ifrowned,hejusthijackedme)

girlyouknowthaticareforyou
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Iwoulddoanythingforyou

Igiveupmylifeforyou

Girlyouknowthaticherishyou..."

Me:"andyouhadtohighjackme"

Hechuckled

Nkonzo:"Cute"

Hekissedmyforeheadandturnedmearound.

Nkonzo:"iwishthisdaycouldgoslower.

Ikeptquiet.Butdeepinsideiam enjoyingbeingherewithhim.Itslikeiam atpeacewithinme

.

.

.

.
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INSERTTHIRTY-THREE

.

.

.

Myphonerangdisturbingmefrom mysleep.Iwasinadeepsleeplikeiwassleepinglikea

baby.Itriedtoignoreitbutbecausethisguyisshakingmetowakeup.Igroan.

Me:"Mmmh"

Nkonzo:"Wakeup.Itsyourgrandma"

Isatupfastandtookmyphoneanditwasindeedher.Iansweredmyphone.

Me:"Gogo"

Gogo:"Ukuphi?(whereareyou?)"

Me:"Ngi.....(I....)"

Gogo:"Don'tsayyouarewithMuzicauseheleftiknow."

Shitiam busted

Me:"Iam withAmanda"

Gogo:"Ksasaiwantyouhome."

Me:"YesMama"

Shehungup.Godwhydidshecomeback.Iam justgladthatshecamebackthislate.Iputmy

phonedownandNkonzopulledmetohischest.Iwasdeepinthoughts.

Nkonzo:"Whatdidshesay?"

Me:"Sheisbackhomeithink"

Hishandmovedtomythighanditurnedtohim andheplaceditonmybutt.
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Nkonzo:"nicebutt"

Ilaughed

Me:"Thankyou."

Hepulledmeeclosertohim.

Nkonzo:"youknowiwannabeinsideofyouthismoment"

Me:"Thenwhatsstoppingyou?"

Hesmirkedandkissedmeandiresponded.Ithinkmyhoenessfrom withinhassurfacedwith

alotofpower.Hecaressedmythighandhishandslippedunderhist-shirtthatiam wearing.

Hecaressedmythighandpullingmeclosertohim andmybodywasstartingtoheatashe

pulledmecloserandclosertilliwasontopofhim andibrokethekissandplacedmyhandson

hischestandlookedathim.

Nkonzo:"UyindoniYamanzi(youarebeautiful)"

Ismiled.

Me:"Wannacharm me.?"

Nkonzo:"Idon'thavetotry"

Hepulledmyfacetohisandwekissedoncemoreandhishandsranuptomybreastsandi

tookoffthetopandhesqueezedthem softlywhilegroaning.Hegentlylaidmeonthesideand

iwasonmybackandhegotontopofmeandpartedmylegsthenhetouchedmeagainandits

likehewassendingelectricsignalsthroughmybody.Hewhisperednexttomyear.

Nkonzo:"Easyaccess"

Hementthatisleptwithoutmyunderwear.Ididnttknowwhattosaybutifelthim slipin.I

pushedhim abitbyhisshoulder.

Me:"Slow down.Youaretoomuch"

Hechuckledandkissedmyforehead"

Nkonzo:"Okiwill"

Hewentinslowlytillhewasfullyin.Hejustfilledmeup.Igaspedandheperkedmylips.

Nkonzo:"Canisayanythingtoyou.?"

Hestartedtomove.
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Me:"Ahh"

Heincreasedhispace.

Nkonzo:"Fuckyousowarm "

Iwasbitingmybottom lipandtearsleftmyeyesbecauseofthepleasurehewasintroducing

meto.

Me:"AhyesNkonzo!"

Nkonzo:"ShitBaby"

Welltherestwashistory

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

Iwasn'tateasewithhowLandiswaandNkonzojustbecameintimate.Thingsarespirilingout

ofcontrol.Ihavewentbackhomethismormingtoconsulttheancestorsandseewhattheyare

doing.Itookmywaterandiprayedforit.Iprayedlikeihaveneverpraidbefore.Ihadavision

flashbeforemyeyesandtheniwasbacktothestateiwasin.

Me:"NO"

IgotupanditookmyphoneandidialedSengwayo.

Sengwayo:"MaDlamini"

Me:"Ziyabhedamanje(itsgettingbad)"



229

Sengwayo:"Whatisit?"

Me:"ConsulttheMkhizeancestors.Weshouldstopthis."

Sengwayo:"WhatdidtheDlaminiancestorssay?"

Me:"TheyaregonnapunishLandiswa,theyaregonnaPunishher"

Ihungupandiwasshaking.

Me:"Nkosisiza(.Lordhelpme)"

.

.

Itsthemorningandiwassittingonthehighchairbythekitchenislandandiwasindeep

thoughts.Whatisawinmydream wassomethingverydisturbing.Asnakethatgoes

unrecognised.Oldmenthatarenotinahappystatelookingatme.Ihavejustfinsishedbathing

andiam dressed.IhelpedNkonzopackanfihavelefthim togotakeashower.ImissMuziand

thisisallmessedupforreal.IfeelahandonmybackandiliftmyheadupanitsNkonzo.

Nkonzo:"Youok?"

Me:"(fakeasmile)Yesiam "

Nkonzo:"(lookingatme)iwon'taskfurther"

Me:"Hereissomefood"

Hegoestothefridgeandtakesoutatuboficecream.

Nkonzo:"iwillhavethatafterhavingicecream "

Me:"Youdon'tcomeasapersonwholovesicecream "

Nkonzo:"itcalmsmedownafterasmoke"

Inodhedishesup.

Me:"whenisyourflight?"

Nkonzo:"In3Hours"

Me:"Weshouldpray"

Nkonzo:"Youcandothatalone"
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Me:"Nkonzo!"

Nkonzo:"AyiLandiswaCelaungangicasulingibengivukekahle(don'tirritatemeLandiswa

wheniwokeupinagoodmodd)"

Me:"Butwepromisedtoprayaboutthis"

Nkonzo:"Youwantedtodothistoeaseyourconscious.Ididn't"

Me:mxm youareselfishyaz.Youthinkofyourself"

Iwasangryandidon'tknowwhy.Heheldmyhandsandlookedatmewithnoexpressionatall.

Nkonzo:"Whyareyouworkeduplikewearemarried.Anginiweagreedtoforgetabout

yesterday?"

Me:"Yes"

Nkonzo:"thenufunanilandiswaheh?(thenwhatdoyouwantlandiswa?)"

Hesaidwithaveryfirm voiceandtearsjustleftmyeyes.

Nkonzo:"Ukhalelani?(whyareyoucrying?)"

Hewasexpressionless.Hejustkeptastraightface.

Me:"(crying)iwantyouandiwantMuzitoo.Iam justconfused.Iam angryatthesametime

atmyselffornotresistingyouandiam sadidon'tknowmyselfatthispoint.Ijustfeeldifferent

andand......"

Helookedatmeandremovedhishandsfrom meandsighed.

Nkonzo:"WeagreedonourtermsLandiswaanditsdifficultformeaswellbutitsforthebest.I

havebetrayedmyboyalreadyinthemostcruelway"

Me:"Iknowiam sorry"

Nkonzo:"comehere"

Hehuggedmeandthenwipedmytears.

Nkonzo:"Itsforthebest."

Heisright.

.

.
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.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

.

IwalkedinmystudywithNdabasittingonthestudycouchwhileonatablet.Iwentstraightfor

mywhiskyandipoureditthenturnedtohim.

Me:"Whatareyoulookingat?"

Heleanedforwardwithafrownonhisfacewhilestilllookingatthetablet.

Me:"NdabaKhuluma(talkNdaba)"

Ndaba:"Isitweirdthatthiscousinofyourschickhassomuchresemblancetoyou"

Me:"YoumeanMenzi'swife?"

Ndaba:"Notheotherone."

Me:"Muzi?"

Ndaba:"Yeah"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Peoplelookthesameattimes.Itdoesn'tmeananything"

Ndaba:"yeahmaybebutthisistoomuch"

Iignoredhim.

Me:"isPalesacomingin?"

Ndaba:"yesinafewminutes"

Me:"Sure.Closethedooronyourwayout"

Hestoodupandwalkedout.

.

.

.
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*THEMBEKA*

.

.

Isatdownonthechairasmydaughterwassmiling.Ilookedatmysoninlawandihavetosay

thisboycankeepittogether.

Zanele:"Thankyoumahforcoming"

Me"iwouldn'tmisshavingdinnerwithmyonlydaughter"

Qhawe:"Weshouldinviteyoursisteronedaydon'tYouthink"

Zanele:"Don'truinmynightplease"

Me:"Mkhwenyanasheisjustablacksheepidon'twantinmyfamily"

Qhawe:"isee."

Hesneeredandifakedasmile.

Me:"Morewinebabyplease"

Zanele:"Suremom "

shepouredmesomemorewine.Qhawestoodup.

Zanele:"Whereareyougoing?"

Qhawe:"ijustremembered ihavesomeworktocomplete.

Zanele:"Baby......"

Me:"Itsfine"

Shesighed.Icarriedondrinking.

Zanele:"won'tLandiswafindoutwhoisherfather?"

Me:"Heisdeadsoitsnouse"

Zanele:"but...."

Me:"ButnothingZanele!!"

Ibangedthetable

Me:"Mkhokheliisdead!"
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Zanele:"SorryMah"

Me:"hedidnthaveafamilyforalliknow"

Zanele:"Iwasjust....."

Me:"Dishupandstopmakingmeangry"

Shedishedupforme.Justthinkingofthatmangetsmesicktomystomach.Heleftmeand

fled.Iwassohappytohearthathewasdead.Whodoeshethinkhewastoleaveasperm inme

andleavemealone.Landiswalooksjustlikehim.
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INSERTTHIRTY-FOUR

.

.

Icouldseetheblooddrippingfrom mylaptopthenibackedawayandlookedatmyhandsans

theywerefullofblood.Myheartracedandilookedupandisawashadowinfrontofme.My

necklace(iwasgiventobygogo)justglowedandistoodupfrom mychairandthedoor

openedandGogogotin.

Gogo:"Landiswaareyouok?"

Me:"(teary)whydoihavebloodonmyhands?"

Gogo:"Comehere"

Iwenttoherandwesharedahug.Myhandsseem tobecleanlikenothinghappened.We

brokethehug.

Gogo:"CometheQueenisheretovisityou"

Me:"Mbali?"

Gogo:"Nosilly.Muzi'sMother"

Me:"Oh.Letmewashmyhands"

Gogo:"Don'ttaketoolong"

Inoddedandshewalkedoutandiwenttowashmyhandsbeforeiwalkedoutofthestudyand

approachestheQueensittingwithNomaandGogohavingtea.Nomajumpedup.

Noma:"Girlfriendyohchildidon'tevenknowyouanymore.!!"

Wehug.

Me:"Iam good.Youaretheonehiding"

Noma:"OrMuziisgivingittoyougood?"

Queen:"Nomazulu!!"

Noma:"Sorry"

WelaughedandtheQueenputherteadown.

Me:"(Bowing)MyQueen"
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Queen:"ComehereandgivemeaHug"

Iwenttoherandwesharedahug.Itwassowarm.Webrokeit.

Queen:"Iam GladNkonzowaskindenoughtoleavethisplaceforyou"

Wellletmefillyouin.ItsfourmonthsnowhavepassedsincethedayNkonzoleft.Inthosefour

monthsthingshavechangedsomuchinourlivesorshouldisaymylife.Firstofallnowipray

andgotochurchattimes.Notallthetime.Ihaveweirddreamsandseesomeofthefuture

eventsthathappenlikeshortlyrightafterihadavisionaboutthem.Gogosaysiwillbepowerful

butonlyuseitforgood.Ihaven'tfullyaccepted.AnotherThingNkonzoofferedformeeand

Gogotomoveinhishouse.IrefusedplainblankandhecalledMuziwhosawitbestcausehe

saidhewon'tcomebackafteryearsmaybesoweshouldstaythere.Noonedoessonowwe

stayathisJunglehouse.Icallitthatandilovehow itssurroundedbynature.Thereareeven

gaurdsheretokeepussafeandahelpaswellsowedon'tgetbored.HernameisThenjiand

sheisroundaboutmyage.30yearsoldyearitsnotmyagebutkewegetalongjustveryfine.

Muziandiwearestillgoingandiam lovingwhatwehave.Iwouldn'twannaruinit.Ironic

becauseididsomethingthatifitcomesout.Iam ruined.Hopeitdoesnt,theharddriveand

Usbihavekeptitsafeaspromisedandiwonderwhatisinsidetherebutiwon'tcheck.School

iswonderfulandeasynowthatididtheetutorials.MuziwentdowntoTheKhanyisakingdom

justtoseehisbrotherbuthewillbebacksoon.Backtowherewewere

Gogo:"Yes.Thatboyisablessing"

Noma:"Canwegotothemall?"

Me:"For?"

Noma:"Shoppingduh"

Me:"Butihaveanassignmenttofinish"

Queen:"Afewhourswon'thurt"

Honestlyiwastiredandjustwantedtosleep.

Me:"okletmegochange"

Iranupthestairsandiwenttomyroom tochange.

.

.

.

*PALESA*
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.

.

Hewalkedinwhileiwassittingonthecouchdevouringmysweetchilliedoritoswithyogurt.He

threwhisphoneontopoftheGlasstableandsatnexttomeandhelookedfrustratedsoijust

keptquietanddidn'tsayanything.Hissightsickensmebutatthesametimeallihavetodois

carrythischildandigetallthatiwant.

Mongezi:"(lookingatme)Howisthechild?"

Heputshishandonmystomach.

Me:"itsgrowing"

Iremovedhishand

Me:"Whyareyounice?"

Mongezi:"Idonttwannafighttoday"

Ikeptquietandcgangedthechannel.

Mongezi:"Doyouknowthegenderasyet?"

Me:"No.Itwillberevealednextmonth"

Isniffedafewtimes.

Me:"Whatisthatbadsmell?"

Mongezi:"Whatbadsmell?"

Igotupandquicklyrantothebathroom andivomited.Ihatedthisandthepersonwholefthis

sperm isnothere.Igotupandflushedthetoiletandlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandisawa

manstandbehindme.Hehadastraighrface.Ijumpedandturnedandtherewasnoone

behindme.IrinsedmymouthandiranoutandbumpedintoMongezi.

Mongezi:"whatistherunningabout?"

Me:"Uhm nothing"

istweirdthatthemanisawlooksjustlikeMongezi?Maybemymindisplayinggameswithme.

.

.

.
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*THEMBEKA*

.

.

Iwasinmybedroom andihadjusttakenashower.Igotoutandiworeagownandwrapped

myselfinatowel.ItsamazinghowstillZanele'sfatherafterhemadeithestillgivesmemoney

everymonthandboughtahouseforme.Hestillcomeseverynowandthenbutwearenot

togetheranymore.Heismarried.ilotionmybodyandihavetosaythatmymothergaveusthe

looksandabodytodiefor.Ifinishlotioningandthenisitinfrontofthemirrorandtakeoffthe

towelfrom myheadanditakethehairdryertodrymywetweave.Ifigureappearsbehindme

andisdrippingwithblood.Iscream andidropmyhairdryeranditurnthenitdisappears.I

quicklystajdupandruntomyphoneandicallThami.Heanswers.

Thami:"(Zanele'sfather)Thembeka"

Me:"I...I...."

Iwasshaking.

Thami:"Iwillberightthere.Hangon"

Hedroppedthecallandisliddownandcried.IsLandiswa'sfatherhauntingme?Whyis

Mkhokheli hauntingme?Whatdoeshewant?

.

.

.

INSERTTHRITY-FIVE
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.

.

*THEMBEKA*

.

.

ThedooropenedandThamicameinrushingtomeandhecrouchedinfrontofmewhiletaking

offhisBlazerjacketandputitaside.Iwasstillshakenandcrying.WhatdoesMkhokheliwant

from me?Hasn'thedoneenoughbyleavingLandiswabyme.

Thami:"shhcalm down"

Hecaressedmybackandiheldonhim fordearlifeasiwascrying.

Thami:"whathappened?"

Icouldn'teventalkthewayiwasshocked.Hetookouthisphoneandmadeacall.

Thami:"Yes,Ifoundherinatraumaticstate....okmahiwill"

Hehungup.

Thami:"Comeletsgetyoudressedandpackclothesforyou.Youaregoingtoyourmother's"

Me:"Idon'twannaseeLandiswa"

Thami:"ThishatredyouhaveoverherhastostopumdalaThembeka"

Me:"Youwon'tunderstandThami!!"

Ishouted.Heletgoofmeandslappedme.Ilaidonthefloor.

Thami:"Damnyouaredisrespectful!Howmanytimeshaveitoldyoudonottalktomelikei

am yourchild!"

Iheldmycheekandicried.

Thami:"(clickinghistongue)getupandpack.Don'ttestme"

Hewalkedoutandiheldmyfeetandjustletthetearsflow.

.

.
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.

*MUZI*

.

.

Iam happythatmeandMenziaremendingourbrokenrelationship.Igottosaythatheisdoing

thisKingshipquietwellanditsuitshim.Heevenlooksmaturednowthaniam.Iwokeupanda

servantwasinmyroom andsheopenedthecurtains.Ilookedatherandshehadabehindfor

days.AfricanbodyjustlikeLandiswabutthicker.Shelookedyoungaswell.Sheturnedasigot

offthebedandsjebowed.

Her:"TheYoungKingsaidishouldcomeandinform youthatthefoodosready"

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"Ihavepreparedabubblebath"

Me:"whatisyourname?"

Her:"Xolileyourhighness,iwillbeyourpersonalServant"

Me:"NicetomeetyouXolile.Pickoutclothesformesincemygirlfriendisn'there.Iwillgoand

takeashower"

Xolile:"Asyouwishyourhighness"

ShebowedabittheniwalkedtotheBathroom andtookashower.Sheisbeautiful.Imeanour

Kingdom doeshavealotofbeautifulladies.Itookmyshowerandiwrappedatowelaroundmy

waistandniwalkedoutandshewasstandingbesidemybed.Hereyesmetmineanditslikemy

bloodpumpedandiclearedmythroatandshelookeddown.

Xolile:"Anythingelseyouneedyourhighness?"

Me:"Noiwillcallyouwhenineedyou.Thankyou"

Shebowedandthenmadeherwayout.Itookmyphoneandihavetwomessagesfrom

Landiswaandonefrom anunknown.Idecidedtocallher.

Landiswa:"(mouthfull)Baby"

Me:"Lum lum.Howareyou?"

Landiswa:"Wearegood.Iam good.Justgettingfatandmissingyou"
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Me:"Youbeinglazy"

Landiswa:"idohelp.Hereandtherebabyiam notlazy"

Me:"Idomissyoutoo"

Landiswa:"Muzi"

Me:"Yeslum lum."

Landiswa:"Youknowiloveyou.Right?"

Shesniffs.

Me:"YeahbabylikeiLoveyoumore"

Landiswa:"Iwanttocomecleanwithyou"

Sheisscaryingmemanje.Myheartisbeatingfast.

Me:"Cleanaboutwhat?"

Landiswa:"Iwilltellyouwhenyoucomeback.Greeteveryonethere"

Me:"ok.Iloveyou."

Landiswa:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shehungupandiheldmyphonein.confusion.Itvibratedindicatingamessageiscomingin

anditstheunknownnumber.Idecidedtogetdressedfirstbeforeiopenit.Thisgirlcan

choose.Shetookoutdenim rippedjeansformeBlackwithablackgolfshirtandJordonwhite

sneakers.Iworethem andthenitookmyphoneandreadthemessage.

UNKOWN***MUZI****

Ireadthesecondone.

UNKOWN***Iknowyousaidishouldn'tevercontactyoubutireallycan'tdothisonmyown.

Honestlywhatiam sayingisMuziiam pregnant.From Palesa****

Anditwasattachedwithaphotoofascan.Ifeltheadspining.Fuckthisisamess.Irushedout.

Ineedtoclearmyhead.Thiscannotbetrue.ItcanruinwhatmeandLandiswahave.

.

.

.
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*MONGEZI*

.

.

"Youknowihaveaboyfriendright?

Shesaidlookingatmewith.Afrown.Ihandedtheflowerstoher.

Me:"iknow.Ijustwanttobeyourfriend"

Landiswa:"Afriendthatbuysgiftslikethisforafemale.Hano"

Shewalkedoffandifollowedher.Shejustcameoutofcampus.

Me:"Honestlythatswhatiwant.Idon'twanttodateyou"

Landiswa:"Ouch"

ichuckled.

Landiswa:"Ok"

ihandedtheflowertoher.

Me:"Friends?"

Landiswa:"Comeherefriendship"

Wehugged.

Me:"ihavetorush.Ihaveameeting".

Landiswa:"Thanksfortheflowers."

Me:"youwelcome"

IwalkedoffasshewavedandwalkedtoherdriverandigotinthecarandNdabahadhisphone

andhehandedittome.

Ndaba:"Andyousayyoudon'tlookalike"

Me:"Youstillonaboutthat"

Hehandsmehisphone.

Ndaba:"justlook"

IlookedatLandiswa'sphoto,shehadfamiliareyes.
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Me:"stillpeoplejustlookthesame"

Ndaba:"Ayiitried"

Me:"Howarethingsatthepalaceworking?"

Ndaba:"Hluziisgettingonit.Heisyettofindtheinsandoutbymonthendwewillhaveallthe

information".

Me:"Good."

isignaledthethedrivershoulddriveoff.Thingsarecomingtogetherslowly.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

TheQueenwasstillhereasshesaidsheisvisitingfortwodaysthensheislwaving.Sheis

leavingthisafternoon.Herhusbandmissesher.Ncoohtheirloveis...idon'tknowbut

somewhatcute.Thedriverdroveinandstoppedupfrontandopenedthedoorformeandi

thankedhim.Thisistoomuch,Thehousewasenough.IjustdontgetwhyNkonzowouldbe

thisdramatic.HestoodbythecarandiwalkedinsideandIfoundGogoandMalum Thamiat

thelounge.

Me:"Hello"

Gogo:"Howwasschool?"

Me:"Good"

Thami:"HaveyougrownLandiswa"

Me:"Yes"

Gogo:"yourmotherisstayingwithustillsheisok"

ifrowned

Me:"WhydoesbtshestaywithZaneleheronlydaughter"
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Gogo:"Landiswa"

Me:"Ayigogo.Idon'twantherhere.Shehascausedenoughinmylife"

IwalkedupthestairsandbumpedintoMom .

Mom :"Whatareyoudoinginfrontofmyface?"

Me:"whatareyoudounginmyhouse.PleasegetoutandgotoZanele"

Shelaughedandbumpedmyshoulderandiclickedmytongueandwenttomyroom and

bangedthedoor.Iwassoangryicanfeelmyself.Tearsstreameddownmycheeksastothe

thingsthatmom usedtofotomecamefloodinglikeariver.Istoodinfrontofthemirrorandi

wipedmytears.Ilookedatmyselfandmyhipsarewidening.

Me:"don'tlethergettoyou"

Amanwholookedfamiliarappearedthroughthemirrorandhewasstandingbehindme.

Him :"Bestillmychild.Allshallberevealedinduetime"

Iturnedandhehaddisappeared.Iwasn'tshakenevenonebitwhichwasweird.Itookmy

phoneandsatonmybedandisentamesaagetohim.

****Youaremissed****

Isentthenlockedmyphoneandlaidonmybed.Idontwanttoseemom atthemoment.

.

.

.
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INSERTTHIRTY-SIX

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

AfterbreakfastdadandMenziwenttomeetwiththelocalvegetationsuppliersofthisKingdom.

Idecidedtopass.Mbaliwaswithherdaaughterinhersleepingchamber.Iwaslostinthoughts.

MaybewhatPalesasaidisn'ttrue.Yeahidon'tbelieveherbutwhatififustrue.Likethisshitis

drainingandican'ttalktoanyoneaboutitatthemoment.IwalkedtowrdstheGarden.ItsQuiet

andMaybeicangetsometimetothink.IfoundXolilesittingontheGardenbencheswhile

doingsomelittlebeedwork.Iwalkedtowardsherasshewas hummingandgotstartledwhen

shesawmeansstoodupandbowedbeforeme.

Me:"Youmayrise"
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Shedidbutstilllookeddown.

Me:"Youaresittingalone"

Xolile:"Ithoughtishouldpasstimewhilesittinghereyourhighness"

Iwalkedcloser,sheisreallybeautifulinlightskinlikeshebathsinmilk.

Me:"Canijoinyou?"

Sheseemedhesitant.

Me:"ifyoudon'tmind"

Xolile:"Notatallyourhighness"

Isatdownnexttoherandshesatdownandtookherbeadworkshewasworkingon..

Me:"Youmadethat?"

Xolile:"Yesyourhighness."

Me:"Caniseeit.?"

Xolile:"Asyouwish"

Shewrappeditupandsheputherptherthingsdownthenshegaveittome.

Me:"Itsbeautifulwheredoyouputthis?"

Shetookitfrom myhandsandtheytouched,ifeltanelectricwavemovethroughmybody.

Xolile:"Itslikeabracelet"

Shetookmyhandandthatelectricfeelingwasthereagain.Sheputitonmywrist.

Me:"nice"

Xolile:"ItscalledUcu.Itsusuallygiventosomeoneyoulove.Awomangivesittothemanshe

lovesaslikeasymbolforherlove.Letmetakeitoffsoyoucangivetoyourgirlfriend".

Iheldherhandwhenshetriedtotakeitoff.

Me:"Nahilikeithereonmywrist"

Xolile:"Butyourhighnesss......."

Iputmyfingersunderherchin.Shewasavoidingeyecontactwithmealot.

Me:"pleaselookatme"
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Xolile:"Ican'tyourHighnessitsforbiddenandacrime"

Iliftedherhead.

Me:"LookatmeXolile.Justlook"

Hereyeslandedonmeandmyheartbeatfast.Iswallowed.Herhazelbrownbigeyeswere

sparklingandbeautiful.Igotlostinthem forasecondthereuntilshelookeddownagain.She

removedmyfingersfrom herfaceandstoodup.

Xolile:"Canibeexcusedyourhighness?"

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Youmay."

Shewalkedoffandilookedathertillshedisappeared.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Tobehonestthesightofmymotherwasreallygettingtome.Icannotpretendmina.Iknow

thatsheisgogo'sdaughterbutthis.Icannot.

Me:"Yourdaughterdesertedyou?"

Mom :"Shutupwenadon'tirritatemewithyourannoyingsound."

Gogo:"stopityoutwo"

Me:"sheshouldleaveGogo.Wewereokwhenshewasnothere."

Gogo:"Landiswasheisyourmother"

Ilaughed.

Me:"wowwhataMother.Youdeserveanaward"

Mom :"(lookingatherfood)Ishouldhaveabortedyou.Idon'tknowwhyididntdothat"
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Gogo:"THEMBEKA!"

Mom :"(lookingatme)Whatmahitstrue.Ihateher"

Me:"Thankyouyaz"

Istoodupleavingtheedinnertableandranupthestairswithtearsinmyeyes.Igotinmy

room andiclosedthedoorandisliddownitandjustcried.Thoughiactedstrongbutthereal

truthisthatshehurtmewithwhatshesaid.Itreallyhurtmeandcutmyheartdeeply.Whatdid

ieverdoformymothertohateme?Whatgod?Myphonerangandicrawledtoitanditookit

anditwasaNumberididn'tknow.Itdidn'tlooklikeitsfrom here.Iwipedmytearsand

answered.

Me:"(scratchyVoice)hello?"

"Landiswa"

Therewassilencebetweenus.Apartofmewashappytohearhisvoiceagain.Italwayshada

waytocalm medownandapartofmeJustfeltlikeishouldhangup.

Me:"(Teary)Nkonzo"

Iburstedintotears.

Nkonzo:"Shhdon'tcry"

Me:"Itshard"

Nkonzo:"Whatis?"

Me:"Everything.LoosingNtombichangedmylifedramaticallythingsarespirallingoutof

control.....i..i"

Nkonzo:"Iam sorry.Iwishicouldcomedownandlendyouashoulderbutthingsaregetting

Hectichere.Imightnotevencomeback."

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"Whatdoyoumeannotcomeback?"

Nkonzo:"iam onasuicidemission.Iam justtellingyouthissoyoucanprepareforanything.I

knowhowsoftheartedyouare.Evencallingyouisarisk.Nowlistentome"

Isatupproperly.

Nkonzo:"ThatHarddriveandUsbigavetoyou.Makeacopyofthem anddestroytheoriginal.

Rememberitaughtyouhowtodothat"
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Me:"Yeah"

Nkonzo:"Good.Makesureitshiddenandsafe.Noonemustknowaboutit."

Me:"Ok"

Iheardgunshotsontheotherside.

Me:"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Ineedtogo.DoasisayandLandiswa"

Myheartwasbeatingfast.Tearsgushingout

Me:"Yeah"

Nkonzo:"TellMuzithetruth.Thatwhatiwantyoutodo"

Me:"Iwill"

Nkonzo:"Good.IknowthisiswrongButiloveyou"

Hehungupafterthat.Itriedtocallhim butitssaysthenumberdoesn'texist.Iam soworried

abouthim.IstandupandiseethatManagain.Hepointsatmynecklaceanditsglowing.I

holditandhedisappears.Igetinbedandjustcry.Ihopehedoesn'tgethurt.Whenhesaid

helovesme.SomethingHugemovedinmeandijustcriedmyselftosleep.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Iwasinagreenfeild.Thegrasswaslonglikeitcouldcovermyfeetandasnakewouldappear.I

lookedaroundandiwasallaloneinawhitelongbodyhuggingdressandiwasbarefooted.

Thegrassseemedtobesoftontomytoes.Ifeltsomeonetouchmyshoulderanditurnedandit

wasthesamemanwholookedfamiliar.Itsnorlikeihaveeverseenhim beforebuthelookslike

someoneiknow.HejuststoodthereinfrontofmeandhetouchedmyGlowingNecklace.

Thenawomanappearedbesidehim.
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Him :"Youarekntherightoathofanswers"

Me:"Whatanswers?"

Woman:"Prayformyson."

Anotheroneappeared.Shelookedoldbutnotkabijustthatyoucanseesheisold.

Woman2:"PrayforHim.Hewon'tdoitforhimself.ItsalonghardJourneythatwillstart

Mntanami."

ThefirstWomansteppedclosertome.

Woman:"Itmaygethardbutknowthatourancestorswillneverleaveyourside."

Iwasconfusedwithallthattheyweresayingandthetwowomenturnedandwalkedaway

disappearing.

Him :"(smiling)Myprincess."

Hedisappearedtooandeverythingaroundmeandtheniwokeuppanting.Iwasaloneinmy

room.Mynecklacewasbrightandidon'tknowwhy.Iwasgladitwasmorningbecausei

wasn'tpreparedtogetbackagainorinsleepingagain.Igotupandimademybedandiwent

totakeashower.IhaveaMorningClasstodaysoineedtobeearly.Igotoutandiwenttothe

closetandiworeoneofGogo'soldschooljerseys.CalvinKlien.Eishshegotstylethenandstill

now.Iwearmostofheroldstufffrom heryouthfuldaysandGogoisn'tthaatold.Sheisonly

57.Youngiknowbutsheisthatage.Iworegreysweatsandmyoldschoolvansandiletmy

hairloose.Ithenworevaselineanditookmylaptopandbackpackandwalkedout.Iwalked

downthestairs.IgotdownandmetThenjiwhowasplacingtheporridge.

Me:"Youreallyneedtostopwakingupearly,wecandostuffonourown.

Thenji:"iwasinstructedbyMrMkhizebeforeheleftthatishouldn'tlistentoyou"

Me:"(oneclap)Heehayigirlidon'tknowanymore"

Welaughedandihuggedherandsatdowntoeat.Ifinishedandwashedmydishandtheni

tookmythingsandiwalkedouf.IknowGogoisstillenjoyinghersleep.Igotinthecarandit

drovemetoschool.

.

Afterallmyclassesifeeldrained.Atleastthenecklacehasstoppedglowingfornoapparent

reason.IhavebeentryingMuzibuthewon'tpickup.Menzithatsinappropriatetocallhim andi

don'twannabotherhim.Iam justhoppingthatheisfine.Igetgothedriver.

Driver:"Mam"
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Me:"Hi.Ijustneedtorelaxandbewithmygrandmotherbutican'twithmymotherthere"

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckledasigotinandandhewenttothefrontandthenhedroveoff.

Thejourneywaslonganditdidn'tseem likeweweregoinghome.Iwonderwherewearegoing.

Me:"Whereareweheadingcausethisjourneyisnotheadinghome"

Driver:"Iam justfollowinginstrictions"

Me:"From ?"

Hekeptquietrightafter.Isatbackandhuffedclearlypissedoff.Iendedupdozingoff.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

ItriedcallingtheNumberPalesasentthemessagewithanditsaiditdoesn'texistsoimeerly

concludedthatthiswassomekindofJoke.Ihavedeletedallhernumbersonmyphone.Ifelt

betterthanyesterday.Iopenedmyeyesfrom myshortNapandilookbymysideandXolileis

stillupandreadingthebookigavetoher.Sheissilentandherslowbreathingsandhertime

thatshetakestoblinkmesmerizeme.Iaskedhertostayinherewhileitakeanap.Ididn'twant

tolethergoatthatmoment.

Me:"Iam surprisedyouarenottired."

Isaidstretchingmyselfandshegotupfastclosingthebookandbowed.

Me:"Pleasestopdoingthatandjustrelax."

Xolile:"Sorryyourhighness"

Shewasstilllookingdown.Thiswomanisbeautifulitellyou.

Me:"Tellmeaboutyourselfandsitdown"

Shesatdownandilookedatherbeforeshecannarratewhosheis......

.

.
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.

*LANDSWA*

.

.

Bythetimeiwokeupiwasattheairport.Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingonandthedriverstill

ignoredmepointblanktilligaveup.WeboardedonwhatseemstobeaprivateJet.Awhole

partofmewasexcitedimeanthiswouldbemyfirsttimeridingaplane.Iam scaredaswell.I

washungrytoosoigottoeatthere.Ibuckledupandthejettookoff.Iwasnervousandscared

thatitcrashbutwhenitlandedallofthatVanished.Igotoutandtherewerebuffguysstanding

thereinallNavy.Iwasscaredatthewaytheylooked.Oneofthem said."AreyouLandiswa?"I

nodded.Wordscouldn'tleavemymouth.

Him :"Comewithus"

Ifollowedthem astheysurroundedmeandturnsoutwewereinKZNbyidon'tknowwherebut

somewhere.Wegotinthecarandsomegotintheothercarsandtheydroveoffall4blackcars.

Iwasscared.Idon'tknowthesepeopleandwheretheyaretakingme.Itwasalngdriveandi

longhaelostbuildingsandwhatnot.Thewindowsweredimmedandonethingseperatedthe

backandfrontsoidon'tknowwherewearegoing.

Me:"iam hungry"

Isaidtothisguywithmeattheback.HeopenedthebackofthedriversseatandBiltongsand

othertreatsappeard.Wellcan'tbechoosyatthemoment.Istartedtoeatthenidozedoff.I

waswokenupwhenithinkwearrived.

Guy:"Wehavearrived"

Thankgod.Theygotmeoutandsurroundedmeandwalkedmeinsidethisplace.Itwasahuge

building.averydistraughtplace.Thisplaceiscreepy.Wegotinandtherewerepeopleby

computersyouknowitlookedlikethosespystuffforreal.Theoneguywaswalkingwithme

gotintoaroom andtherewasamanwholookedlikeNkonzo.Myheartwasskipping.Did

somethingwronghappentohim ?Tearswerepricklingmyeyes.

Man:"leaveus"

Theguyleftandhestoodup.Hewasscaryingmeandiwasreallyscared.

Man:"Whereareyoufrom MDlamini?"

Ifiddledwithmyfingers.

Me:"PretoriaBaba"
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Iwaslookingdown.

Man:"Mmmh"

Hethenwalkestowardsthedoor.

Man:"iwillbewatchingyouMaDlamini"

Hewalkedout.Isighedoffrelivedandisatonthecouchinthisroom.Idon'tknowwhatis

happening.Ilaidonitwhileclosingmyeyesasstillsleepwantedtoconsumemeorwasijust

bored?Ifeltahandonmycheekandiopenedmyeyesandimethis.Theybecameglossyand

isatupandattackedhim withahugandhegroaned.Iletgoofhim andhehadarm support.

Me:"Areyouok?"

Nkonzo:"Itsjustasmallgunshot"

Me:"Small....smallgunshotNkonzoareyoukiddingme,whatcanbesmallaboutagunshot

Ngitsheleheh(Tellme)"

Hekissedmeandireturnedit.Heheldmywaistwithhisonehandandmyhandswenttohis

neckandhebrokeitoff.

Nkonzo:"Calm downiam ok"

Me:"Iam gladyouareok"

Hesmirked.Iburiedfaceonhishardchestandtookinhisscent.Hisperfumemixedwith

nicotine.Ilookeduptohim.

Nkonzo:"Youaregainingweight.IhopeeveryoneistreatingyouandGogogood"

Me:"Yeseveryone.Exceptmymother"

ThedooropenedandacaramelminiBreast.IsayMinibecauseNkonzoistherealone. .

Anywayhewassocuteandhadagreatbodystructure.Theywerebothsoripped.

Guy:"sorryBoss"

Nkonzo:"WhatdoyouwantNtsika?"

Hesmirked.

Ntsika:"iheard"

Nkonzo:"about?"

Hehadaseriousface.
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Ntsika:"aboutagirl."

Nkonzo:"So?Wheredoesitconcernyou"

Me:"Nkonzo"

Hecanberudeattimes.

Ntsika:"Ouuhyouarebeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

Nkonzo:"Getout"

Ntsika:"OkShakaZulu.Seeyoulater"

HeclosedthedoorandNkonzowenttolockit.Heturnedtome.

Nkonzo:"Comehere"

Thewayhesaiditinhisdeephoarsevoicefilledbubblesinmystomach.Istoodupandi

walkedtowardshim andheheldmywaistandperkedmylips.

Me:"iam gladyouareokandback"

Nkonzo:"Iam Stillonmymission.Iam goingbacktomorrow "

Me:"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"ItsmylifeandJobLandiswa"

Me:"Iknowbut...."

Nkonzo:"YouhaveMuzi"

Ihuggedhim andhehuggedmeback.

Nkonzo:"Takecareofyourselfforme."

Tearsstreameddownmyface...

.

INSERTTHIRTY-SEVEN.

.
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.

.

*MUZI*

IwasstilllookingatherwhileshenarratedwhoXolileistome.Iwaslostbythesoundofher

voiceandherdimplethatwouldappearwhileshetalked.Shelookedsobeautifulandcutewhile

shefiddledwithherfingers.

Xolile:"Iam theonlychildathome.Thatmeyourhighness"

Me:"Youareamazing"

Shelookeddownandiputmyfingersunderherchinandliftedherfaceupsoshecanlookat

me.

Me:"Pleaselookatme"

ShedidandthoseHazeleyeshypnotizedme.Theywereglassyandbeautiful.Ileaned

forwardandshepulledback.

Xolile:"Ishouldgoandhelpothersyouehighness"

Shestoodupandididtooandheldherarm.

Me:"Xolileiam sorryforwhatidid"

Shedidn'tsayanything.

Me:"Xoli"

Shekeptquietanditurnedhertofacemeandshewascrying.Iheldherinnyarmsand

embraceherasshecriedonmychest.

Me:"Shhiam sorry"

Shepulledoutoftheembrace.

Xolile:"Ihavetoleaveyourhighness"

Isighedthennoddedandshebowedbeforewalkingout.DamnMuzithatwastoosoonbuti

couldn'tresist.Sheissobeautiful.

.

.
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*XOLILE*

.

.

Itouchedmylips.Iknowwedidn'tkissbutjustthathewasinches.Awayfrom kissingme

sentdifferentsignalsthroughoutmywholebody.IwalkedDownthestairsstillplacingmytiny

fingersonmypinklipsinthoughtsofhowperfectthatmanis.Heishandsomeandcarefree

andcaring.HisgirlfriendisLuckytohavehim.Ohmygod.Hehasagirlfriendandialmost

kisseshim ,nowifeelbadanddirty.Ineedtowashmyselfoffthedirt.ImettheQueenfeeding

herdaughter.Sheissuchabeautifulbaby.Shelookedatmeandigreetedwhilebowing

Me:"MyQueen"

Queen:"goandboilwaterformeinthekitchen"

Me:"AsyouwishmyQueen"

Iwalkedoutandwenttothekitchenanddidasiwastold

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

Ilookedatherasshelaidonmybarechestwithherlipsslightlypoutedandherhairbyherface.

Istretchedmyfixedarm justtoremovethehairandigroanedabithurtingmyselfandshe

moved.Iremovedthehairandjustwatchedhersleepandikissedherforehead.Iam just

happysheisherelayingonmeeventhoughitwouldbethelastiknow.Iriskedcominghere

whilestillonmymissiononlybecauseihavebeenkeepingmyeyesonMongeziandheis

gettingtooclose.Idon'tlikethat.ItsfunnyhowMongeziandLandiswalooksoalikeyetwithout

relisationbutallhonestythereasonwhyiam hereisbecauseimissedherandwhenshecried

throughthephoneiknewthatiam riskingmylifeandyearsoffriendshipwithMuzibutitfeels

worthitandidontknowwhy?Mybloodrushesasourskinsaretouchingandsheshiftsagain

andifeelwarm.Ifeelmyheartmelttheiceaway.Shestartstoshakewhilesweatingand

speaksonherownthenshestops.Ilookathernecklaceanditsglowingandsoasminebutit

stops.Ikissheragainandsheopenshereyes.

Me:"Sleep"

Sherubbedhereyes.
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Landiswa:"ineedthebathroom andiam hungry"

Isatupandshewalkedtothebathroom.Weareinahouseinthemiddleofnowhere.Justthe

twoofus.Shecomesbackandipullhertome.

Me:"Letsgomakesomefoodforyou"

Iwon'tevenaskwhysheishungryat1am inthemorning.Shealreadysnappedatmeehenshe

ateafteranhoursoidontwantthst.Itookmycigarrettecauseineedasmoketocalm down.

Toknowthatiwillbedyingsoonisnotgood.Themissioniam inisverydangerousanddealing

withRussiansandMafiaisnotagoodcombo.Wewentdownthestairsandshegotinthe

kitchenwhileiwettotakeasmokeoutside.Theskyisclearandthebreezeiscoolwhilehitting

myhairseverywhere.Ilitupmycigaretteanditookapuff.IdraggeditandilookedatmyKent

cigarretteanditookanotheronewhileinthoughts.Ifelthandssnakebehindmeanditooka

lastpuffandithrewmycigaretteawaybythefireplaceoutside.Ipulledhertostandinfrontof

meandshelaidherheadonmychestandikissedthetopofherheadandwejuststoodin

silence.

Landiswa:"Itsweird"

Ikeptquiet.

Landiswa:"Howwearelikethisitsweird"

Itreallyis.

Me:"Yeahitis"

Sheturnedtomeandlookedmeintheeyesuntilsheshyedawayandilookedatherandi

kissedherlips.Eachtimeishareakisswithherifeellikeiam lovinghermoreandmore.I

breakitoffandshehashereyesclosedwhilebreathing.

Me:"Openyoureyes"

Shedid.

Me:"Comehere"

Ipulledherinsidethehousesndshetookthefoodshemadeandwesatonthecouchand

cuddled.ThisihaveneverdoneeithawomanAndthatiscuddlingandallofthatbutiwoulddo

itforlandiswa.

.

.

*THEMBEKA*
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.

.

.

Mymotherispanickingoverlandiswathatshehasn'tcamehomefrom yesterday.TheQueen

evenextendedherstayuntilLandiswaisfound.Iwasntbotheredatallwhathappenedtoher.

Onethingiknowisthatsheishoeingwhereeversheis.Thatswhatsheknowsbesttobea

whore.Iwaswatchingyvwhiletheywentoutogoandlookforherwhenitswitchedoff.I

stoodup.

Me:"Thenjiwe!"

Icalledherout.Haibokantiwhereisthismaid.

Me:"Thenjiweman!"

Shedidntrespond.

"Thembeka".iturnedandiscreamed.

ItwasMkhokheliwuthblooddrippingonhim.

Mkhokheli:"thetruth,thetruthwillherevealed."

Hedisappeared.

"itwillberevealedThembekaiturnedandhewasstandingbehindme.Iscreamedandranup

thestairsandgotinmyroom andclosedthedoorandicried.Whyishehauntingme.?

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

iknowalotofyouarehatingmeatthemomentbuticanthelpfeelsodrawntoNkonzoand

wannaexploremoreofwhoreallyisNkonzoMkhizethatmysteriousguywithascarylook.I

wanttoknowthat.Iam surethatgogoisworriedsickatthemomentbutiwillworrylaerabout

thatfornowiam enjoyingthelittletimeihavewithNkonzo.Iwokeuoandhewasnotnextto

meandihearthebathroom doorooenandhecameoutinanavyoutfitandwiththechainand

necklacearoundhisneck.Ihavetoadmitthathedidlooksexy.Igotoffthehedandiwas

hedingthebathroom whenhespoke.
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Nkonzo:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Tothebathroom goodmorning"

Nkonzo:"okhurry"

Hesaidandiwenttothebathroom andtookashowerwiththethingsifoundthere.igotout

withatowelwrapoedaroundmybodyandisawhim sittingonthebed.Itookthelotionwhen

hespoke.

Nkonzo:"(clearthroat)Canilotionyou?".

ilookedathim .

Me:"uhm sure"

igavehim thelotionandhestoodbehindmeandhesqueezeditoutofitscontainerintohis

handsandhestartedtoapplyitonmybody.Iwasmoaningtohowhisaloneworkinghand

doeswonderstomybody.Histouchandtrailedkissesweakenedme.Ilookedthroughyhe

mirrorandisawthemanagainbehindus.Iturnedandlookedbehindusandtherewasnoone.

Nkonzo:"areyouok?"

Me:"yes.Ithoughtisawsomething"

Nkonzo:"YoujustsawKhabazela"

me:"wow"

ilaughed.Hechuckleandigotdressedtheweleft.

INSERTTHRITY-EIGHT

.

.

.

*THEMBEKA*
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.

.

ihavebeenCryingwhileinmyroom forhours.Icuddledmyselfinbedandwhenitrytoclose

myeyesMkhokheliwouldappear.Whyishehauntingme?Shouldn'thebehauntinghis

daughterLandiswa.?Fearcrowdedmeandiwasn'tthatStrongConfidentwomanialways

strivetobebutturnedintothisFragilething.Therewasaknockonthedoorwhileiwasdeepin

mythoughts.

"SisiVulaiminaUNokzola(SisopenupitsmeNokzola)".

Iam theolderoneandNokzolaisthesecondborn.Wedon'tknowwhoourfatherisandmy

motherhasnevertoldus.Istillhavebitsofimagesofhim butitendsupthere.AManinlove

withawomanwhowaspregnantthesecondtime.Theknockbecomespersistent.

Nokzola:"HaiboVulaBoh!(Openup!)"

Stillididn'tmoveandincheandsheknockedforthelasttimesendingmeintoanedgeof

anger.Iroughlygotupfrom thebedandiwenttounlockthedoorandshehuggedme.Allthe

angersndcursingiwaspreparedtodowentdownthedrainandijustcriedinherarms.

Nokzola:"Kuzolunga(itwillbeok)"

Shesaidwhilerubbingmyback.

Me:"HeishauntingmeNokzola.Whatdidieverdotothatman?"

Shebreaksthehugoff.

Nokzola:"Whoishauntingyou?"

Me:"Mkhokheli"

Shepushesmeinsidetheroom andclosesthedoor.

Nokzola:"IthoughtwetookcareofeverythingandCleansed"

shethrowsberbagonthebed

Me:"(teary)heappearsbloody.Iseebloodeverywhere"

Nokzola:"Shit!"

Shesitsdownonthebedandrubsherface.Heappears.Iseehim behindher.

Me:"Nokzolaheisbehindyou!"

Iscreamedout.Shejumpedoffthebedandhereyespoppedout.Thebloodkeptondripping
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from hisfacetothefloor.

Mkhokheli:"Nina(youtwo)"

Nokzola:"Fireinthenameofjesuschristirepeatfire!"

Mkhokhelilaughs

Mkhokheli:"Thetruthshallberevealed"

Hedisappearedandwehreathedoutthenhuggedeachother.

Me:"Iam scared.MayheweshouldconsultMah"

Nokzola:"No!Thatwilllandusinjail.ItwillmeanwehavetogetridofMahaswell"

Wecriedineachothersarms.

Nokzola:"Ntombilookafterus"

Shesaidthroughthetears.

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

.

Ndabaissittingoppositeuswhileshakinghishead.Itsallpartoftheplan.ThewayLandiswa

trustsmesheismakingeverythingsoeasy.

Landiswa:"Yohumuntungekeangakhuliphalilah(Apersoncannotbefatfrom here)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"youhaveicingonyourface"

Landiswa:"Thatsbecausethesedonutsarenice."

Shetookaservletandshewipedherface.

Ndaba:"yousuredolookalike."
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Igavehim adeathstare.Landiswalaughed.

Landiswa:"Maybeitsbecausewegoodfriendsthatmakesuslookalike"

Ndaba:"heismybestfriendbutwedon'tlookalike"

Me:"(bangingthetable)Thatsenough!"

Heraiseshishandsandthemaidwalksoutfrom thehouse.Wearesittingbythepoolside.

SheisfollowedbyPalesawhoseemspissedoff.Istabdup.

Me:"ItsokIvyyoumaygo"

Ivy:"yessir"

Shebowsherheadandwalksaway.Landiswaisstuffingherfaelikenobodiesbusiness.

Palesa:"Youknowican'tbelievehim !"

Sheshouted.

Me:"Palesaletsgotomystudy"

Landiswa:"Hi"

Palesalookedatherwithafrown.

Palesa:"Andwhoareyou?"

Ndaba:"ThisislandiswaLakhethisPalesaakaMbali"

Hesaidstillonhisphone.

Palesa:"pleasedon'tbeforwardtuu"

Me:"Letsgotomystudy"

Isaidtakingherhandbutsheyankedit.

Palesa:"Noiam notstaying.Youknownjeiam gonnaKillMuziforrealwhodoeshethinkheis

!"

Shewasshouting.

Me:"Palesa"

Isaidinbetweenmyteethinavercommandingmannerbutshewasn'tlistening.

Palesa:"JustbecauseheisRoyaltyhethinkshecanleavebabiesinme"
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Landiswa:"Iam sorrydidyousayMuzi?AsinMuzikayiseQwabe?"

Ndabawaslaughing.

Me:"Palesa!"

Palesa:"Yeshim.Wheredoyouknowhim ?"

Landiswa:"didyoujustsaybabies?"

Palesa:"ididn'tthinkyouweredeaf"

Landiswastoodupwithherbag.

Landiswa:"Iam sorryihavetogo"

Me:"Landiswa"

Ndaba:"Leavehertocooldown"

IturnedtoPalesa.

Me:"Fuckyouruinedallmyplans!!"

Ichargedtowardsher.

Me:"GivemeagunNdabaandletmeendher"

Shewassteppingbackscared.

Palesa:"Iam sorry"

Me:"sorrywontfixit!"

Ndaba:"Itwillworkinyourfavour.Wecanturnthis"

Me:"How?"

Ndaba:"Thecoflict..Itwilldistractthem earlierthananticipated"

Me:"(sigh)idontknowhonestly"

Iwalkedinsidemyhousefrustrated.PalesacanbeadramaQueenwhenshelikes.

.

.

.
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*MUZI*

.

.

iwasalreadypreparingtoleave.Mom hascamebackandimustsayspendingsometimeat

homegavemeclarificationthatineededlikefreshairandmind.NowiwillgobacktoPretoria

clearminded.Ihuggedmymotherrightafterihaveplacedmythingsinthecar.

Mom :"Youwillvisitagain?"

Shesaidwithtears.

Me:"yesiwillvisistagain"

shehuggedmeagain

Dad:"Youarebabyinghim "

Mom :"Heismybaby"

welaughedandikissedkittleprincessSphesikhuluandthenfistbumped.

Menzi:"Takecareofyourself"

Me:"iwill"

IlookedbehindmyfamilyandsawXolileanssheturnedaroundandwalkedoff.Iwalkedtomy

catandigotinandmypboneranganditwasLandiswa.Ianswered.Ithasbeenalongtime

andihavebeenignoringheecaklshereandthere.

Landiswa:"Areyoustillcomingbacktoday?"

Me:"yeah,iseverythingok?"

Landiswa:"yesitsjustthatimissyouthatall"

Me:"Imissyoutok.Lookiam ontheroadihavetogo"

landiswa:"Ok.Bye"

ihungandansstartedtodriveoff.

.

.

.
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*LANDISWA*

.

.

Idontknowhowifeelatthemoment.Itslikeallthesemessedupsituationsarejustadream

andiwillwakeupinNtombi'sarms.Orherinmyarmsinourlittlehome.Igothomeandiwent

upthestairspassingMom andNokzola.

Nokzola:"Thisthingofyoursisdisrespectful.Sheisnotevengreeting"

Sheclickedhertonguebutididnttmindher.Iwenttomyroom anditoonashowerandcame

outandiworetracksuitsasitwillgetabitcoldtoday.Ithentiedmyhairafteranditookmy

bagandiwalkedout.

Me:"GogongisayobonauMuzi(gogoiam goingtoseeMuzi)"

Gogo:"isheback?"

Me:"heisonhisway.Iwanttocookforhim."

Thenji:"nothingisnicethancominghometoahomecookedmeal"

Me:"yes"

Gogo:"okbye"

iwavedandiwalkedoutandaskedthedrivertodrivemethere.Hedroppedmeandthe

securitywasntahastlecausetheyknewwhoiam.Ihadasparekeysoiwentinandthen

startedtoclean.Iwasconfusedandwantedtojustforgetaboutwhatisgoingon.Ichangedhis

beddingforhim andtheniwenttocooksupper.Iwasntsurehoworwhatisgoingtohappen.I

atesomefoodwhilecookingandthekitchendooropened.Iguessiwasindeepthoughtsthati

didnthearhim comein.Hecameandkiseedmycheek.

Muzi:"Lum lum "

ismiledandwesharedabriefkiss.

Muzi:"Damnimissedyou.Ilovethesmell"

Me:"goandfreshenupwhileifinishuphere."

Hekissedmycheekagain.

Muzi:"Ok.Letmegothen"

Hewentuothestairsandilookedathim.Iwasholdingtheknifesharplyidontseemyselfasa
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ratchedfighterno.Iwascalm inmostsituationsandthoughtrationally.Iturnedoffthestove

andtookofftheapronandiwashedmyhandsandwentupthestairs.Igotinhisbedroom and

icoukdheartheshowerwater.Hethencameoutwithatowelwrappedaroundhisbodyandi

foundmyselfdrooling.

Muzi:"Itsallyoursbabe."

idon'tknowanymore.Idontfeelgoodabouttonightbutihavetoletitouttoo.Hewenttoth

closetandhecameoutwearingsweatsvest.Isawhim snaphisfingers.

Muzi:"areyouoklum lum ?"

Ilookedathim.Wheredidwebothgowrong?Whathappenedhere?Wewerebothsoinlove

witheachotherandistilllovehim.Idontknowiam confused.

Muzi:"Lum Lum speaktome"

Me:"WhoisPalesa?"

Isawhim swallowandclosehiseyes.

Hemovedawayfrom me..

Muzi:"idon'tknowwhothatis"

Hewasntlookingatme.Tearsrolleddownmyeyes.

Me:"Didyouimpregnanther?"

Muzi:"FuckXolileokjustlet.Itgo!!"

Ilookedathim puzzled

Me:"WhoisXolile?"

Iheardhim curseunderhisbreath.

Muzi:"iam hungry"

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andifollowedhim.

Me:"youkeeponavoidingmyquestions.WhoisXolile?"

Muzi:"youwanttoknowthetruthfineyesisleptwithPalesaandyessheispregantwithmy

childLandiswaletitgo!!"

IfeltadaggerbeingPlungedinmyheart.

Me:"Sincewearerevealingthetruthiguessishouldto.Icheatedaswell"
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Iwalkedawayfrom him.

HegrabbedmyhairandslappedmetillisawJesushimselfandletgoofme.Mycheekswere

burning.Icriedwhileholdingmycheeksandthewayhischestmovedupanddownhewasnot

theMuziiknowbutsomeoneelse.Imovedbackwards.

Muzi:"Whoishe?"

Me:"Iam sorry"

icriedandheheldmyneck.

Hewasstranglingme.Icouldn'tbreathe.

Muzi:"WhothefuckisheLandiswa?!"

Hisvoiceroaredthehouse.Hekeptonsqueezing.Iwaslosingmybreath.

Me:"Its....its...itsNkonzo"

Iswearisawsomethingscaryflashthroughhiseyes.Beforeiknewitiwasrollingdownthese

longstairsandiheardcrackingsoundsfrom myheadwhichmeansihititandgotdown.My

visionmybluryandicantasteblood.Myheadwaspoundingandmybodyitfeltwarm liquid.I

blinkedafewtimesandisawthemanagainbeforeiclosedmyeyesandotwaslightsout.

.

.

.

.

INSERTTHIRTY-NINE

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Thepainiwasfeelinginmychestwasunbearable.ThethoughtofNkonzobeingontopof

Landiswabroughtpainintoit.Icouldn'tthinkstraightbutthebetrayaltheybroughtuponme.I

cheatedonLandiswawitharandom gurlshehasnotrelationstoandshewentformy

bestfriend.Iwasn'tawareofmysurroundingsuntilaringingphonedisturbedmythoughtsandi



267

snappedout.Iwenttothebedroom andtookalookatitanditwasNomacallingLandiswa.I

tookitanditstoppedringingandiwentoutofthebedroom andwalkeddownthestairsand

whenirechedthebottom.Regretsunkinwhenmyeyeslaidonherlifelessbodyonapooloff

blood.Icrouchednexttohertofeelherpulsebuticouldn't.Iwaspanicking.

Me:"Babywakeup"

Shedidn'tmove.ThephoneranganditwasNomaagainandiansweredwhileshaking.

Noma:"AbouttimeLandiswababesi......"

Me:"Nomaimessedup"

Noma:"Muzi?"

Me:"Sheisnotbreathing.Ican'tfeelherpulse.Theisbloodeverwhere"

Mybrainjustshutdown.Icouldhavehandledthesituationbetterthanwhatidid.Iletanger

crowdme.

Noma:"CallanAmbulance.TakehertothehospitalMuzi,Don'tjuststandthere.!!"

Sheshoutedthenhungupandiputthephoneinmypocketandirantotakethecarkeysandi

opendthecardoorsatthebackandiraninsideandipickedherup.Andthewayshewasbroke

myheart.Ifeltalumpbuildupinmythroat.

Me:"Don'tleavemeLikeNtombiLum lum.Iam sorry"

Iputherdownatthebackseatandiclosedthedoorandiwenttothefrontandigotinand

droveoff.

.

.

.

Ihavebeenhereforhoursnowatthehospitalanditsstartingtobedawn.IseeNomarushingin

withAmandaandMandlabehindherandshehuggedme.Iaskedthatshedoesn'tinform

Landiswa'sgrandmotheruntilwearecertainaboutherstate.WebreakthehugandAmandais

lookingatme.

Me:"Amandahey,Mandla"

Mandla:"Sho"

Inodded.
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Noma:"Whathappened?"

Me:"Ijustfoundherlayingdownthestairs.Iwastakingashowerwheniheardathudandigot

outtogoandcheck"

Amanda:"wow"

Sheclappedherhandstwice.Thedoctorarrived.Irushedtohim.

Me:"Howisshedoc?"

Dr:"Sheisgoingtobefine.Wemanagedtogettheswellingdownfrom herbrain"

Noma:"Canweseeher?"

Dr:"Yesyoumay.SheisinanormalwardsincewetookheroutofICUabouttwohoursago.

Sheisafighter"

isighedofrelief.

Me:"Thankyoudoc."

Amanda:"Iam gonnaseeherfirst.Sheismysisterafterall"

Shewalkedoff.

Noma:"I.Am gladsheisok"

Me:"metoo"

Noma:"Comeletsgo"

Me:"Iwillseeherlater.Iam tryingtoprocesseverything."

Noma:"Ok.Letmego"

Shewalkedaway.Iam justscared.ScaredtofaceLandiswaafterthemonsterthatiturnedinto.

Itookmycarkeysandmyclothesweredrenchedinblood.Igotinanddroveoffhomeandjust

wenttotakeashower.Thebloodisstillthereandiam gonnacleanitaftertheshower.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.
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.

.

Tbestatethatisawmyfriendinwasnostateanyoneshouldn'tbeinthatstate.Yesshewasin

anormalwardbutmyeyescouldn'tlookather.Iwalkesclosertoherastearsstreameddown

mycheeksanditouchedherhandsandtheyfeltcold.

Me:"Laaah"

Iburstedintoaloudcryandigotclosertoherfacetohughergently.

Me:"Landiswadon'tleavemeplease.PleaseLandiswa."

Ifeltsomeoneholdmefrom behindanditwasMandla.Hehuggedme.

Mandla:"sheisgonnabeok"

Me:"Lookather.Herfaceisswollen.Herneckisgreen.Hercheekispurple.Thathustarddid

somethingtoheriknowit!!Howcouldhe!"

IcriedandNomawalkedin.

Noma:"ohmygodLandiswa"

Me:"don'teventbinkofcomingin.Getout!"

Mandla:"Amanda!"

Hescolded

Noma:"What?"

Me:"Getout.Yourbrotherdidthistomyfriendiknowit!"

Iwasscreaming.

Noma:"Muziwouldn'thurtafly"

Me:"butido"

itooktbechairandwenttowardsherbutMandlastoodinbetweenus.

Mandla:"babycalm down"

Me:"lookatherMandla"

Nomawascrying.

Me:"sheisinpain"
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Mandla:"Iknow.Putthechairdown"

Iputitdownslowlyandhecameandhuggedmeandicriedonhischest.

Me:"itpainsmetoseeherlikethat"

Iletthetearsflow.

.

.

.

*THEMBEKA*

.

.

.

SinceyesterdayNokzoladecidedtostaywithme.ItwasscarynowtoanextinctthatMkhokheli

comeseverywhereandmuchkoreforce.Iwasinthesbowertakingashowe.Thatgoodfor

nothingdaughterofminedidn'tcomehome.Mxm.Anywayasiwasabouttogetout.The

steam from thebathroom formedhim andihavehadotwithhim tormentingme.

Me:"YiniMkhokheliyini?"

Helookedatme.

Mkhokheli:"Mydaughterissuffering"

Me:"sowhathuh?Whatareyougonnado?"

Ifelttheairleavemybodylikeiwasbeingsqueezedbytheneck.Myairwayfinallyopenedand

idroppedtothefloorandcoughed.

Mkhokheli:"thetruthwillberevealed"

Hedisappearedandiranoutofthebathroom callingNokzola.

Mah:"EyiVoetsekthisisnotyourhousetoshout!"

Iwasbythestairs.

Nokzola:"What?"

shesawthatiwasshakingandshehuggedme.
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Me:"healmostkilledme."

Nokzola:"lets.Getyoudressedcome."

wewalkedupthestaursandtearsrandownmycheeks.Mkhokehliismakingmeweak.He

shouldhaunthisdaughterifhewantshernotme.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

IwaslookingatGogowhileshewasprayingandeveryoneelsewhoishere.Eventhekingand

Queenarehereandmyinsidescringe.MyeyeslandonMuziwhoislookingatmeandilook

away.Everyonehadjoinedhands.Mybodyisinexcruciatingpainbutitsbetternowthanthe

painihadwheniwokeuptwodaysago.GogofinallysaidAmenandweallopenedoureyes.

Queen:"iam gladyouareok"

Ismiled

Me:"yes"

Gogo:"iwillcomebavkandseeyoutomorrow "

shekissesmycheek.

King:"wewilltakeyouhome"

Noma:"bye"

Me:"ihaventseenAmanda"

Noma:"sheismadatmefornoreason".inoddedandtheystartedwalkingoutandMuzi

remained.Iclosedmyeyessoican'tjustseehim.Atnightthewayhelookedandthewayhe

cahngedtosomeoneforeign.Thewayirolleddownthestairsandthatcrackingsoundhaunted

me.

Muzi:"Lum lum "
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Me:"Iliedtothem "

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim ashelookeddown.Thehospitalcalledthepolicebecause

theyassumeditsabuse.Theycameherandijusttoldthem thatifellbuttheydidntbelieveme

buttheyletitgo.Itriedtositupbutitwashardhetriedtohelpmebutirefuses.

Me:"itsfineicandoit"

Muzi:"ijustwannahelpyou"

Me:"itsfinejust......"

Hecamecloseandiclosedmyeyeswaitingforanythinghecoulddoandiopenedtheaftera

whileandtearsrolleddownmyeyes.Youcouldsethehurtinhiseyesthatiwasscaredohim.I

fearedhim.

Me:"(crying)iam sorry.Iam sorrythaticheatedonyouwithNkonzo.Ishouldn'thaveandit

waswrongofus.Iam sorry"

Iwipemytearswassilent.

Muzi:"iam sorryforhittingyouand....and(helookeddown)iam sorry.Iam sorryfot

cheatingandimpregnanting.Thewayireactedwasuncalledfor.Iam sorryforcallinguouhy

anotherwoman"

Me:"itgetsthebetterofus.IcalledMenzibyyournameearningmeaslap"

therewassilence.

Muzi:"whendiditstart?Wheithappened?"

Iswallowed

Me:"thedayyouleftforportugal.Iswearwedidn'tplanit.Itjusthappenediam sorry"

Muzi:"iloveyouandthisismessedup"

Me:"yeah.Reasonwhyweshouldletitgobeforeitspiralsout"

Heshothisheadup

Muzi:"dontsaythat"

Me:"despiteeverythingMuziwhatyoudidthatlandedmehere.Ican'tturnbackfrom it.It

startslikethisandthenwhat?Meinacoffinnext"

Muzi:"Landiswaiwouldn'tkillyou"

Me:"youjustthrewmedowntgestairsandchockedme.Ialmostdied."
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Muzi:"thatdoesntmeanitwillhappenagain"

Me:"icantiam sorry,iam scaredofyou"

Muzi:"iwillbeback"

Hewalkedput.Ilovebim butitshar.Yeswecheatedbutthehitting.Nahfam no.TheDrwalked

inafterMuzileft.

Dr:"igotyourresultsfrom yourtest"

Me:"Iam good?"

Dr:"yes.Yougotonestrongbabyinthere"

Me:"baby?"

Dr:"youdidntknow?Ohyouare17weekspregnant"

Afterthatizonedoff.Myearswereburningandfeltliketheywereblocked.Myheartwas

beatingfastanditriedtobreath.Itriedtocalculateandthingsjustgotworse

.

.

.

INSERTFOURTY

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Iwalkedoutofthewardandjustwenttomycar.Ididn'tknowwhattosayorhowifeel.Ilove

Landiswaandiam notabouttoloosehertoanyoneevenNkonzo.Wegonnafixthisandstay

together.Igotinandidroveoff.ItookoutmyphoneandstartedtocallBaba.

Me:"Baba"
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Baba:"Muziufunani(Muziwhatdoyouwant?)"

Me:"WhereisNkonzo?"

Baba:"Stillonhismissonwhy?"

Me:"Noreason.Whenhecomesback.Tellhim iwanttoseehim "

Baba:"Iam notyoumailboymfana"

Hehungup.NxfucktheseMkhizeNiggas.IjustsuddenlyimaginedXolile'sfaceandher

calmness.Ineededthat.Maybeishouldgohomeforafewdaysagainandiwillcomeback

alright.Yeahthatsaplan.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

Rightafterthedoctorleftiwascrying.Itcan'tbe.Noitcan'thappen.Itouchmystomach

anditfeelshard.Tearsforagaintothethoughtofhowlonelyiam.Howmuchofapossible

chancethatmychildwon'thaveafather.ThereisaknockonthedooranditsMongezi.I

wonderhowheheardthatiam inthehospital.Hehasrosesinhishandandateddybear.

Mongezi:"Mayicomein?"

InoddedandhewalkedinandisawthatManwhoialwaysseestandingbehindMongezi.I

wasstaringathim andhowmuchhelookedJustlikeMongezi.Iwassnappedoutofthose

thoughtsbyhim bringingmebacktolife.

Me:"youlookjustlikehim ""

Mongezi:"Justlikewho?"

Hegavemeaquestioninglook.

Me:"Themanwhoalwaysfollowingme"

Mongezi:"Followingyou?Whoisthat.Youarenotmakingsenseatall"

Isnappedoutofmythoughtsoncemore.

Me:"Forgetisaidanything."



275

Mongezi:"ok.Iam sorryyouarehere"

Mongeziissuchacaringfriend.

Me:"Itsnotyourfault"

Mongezi:"onceigetmyhandsonMuziiwill....."

Me:"itsnothim.Irolleddownthestairs.

Mongezi:"Youthinkibelievethat?"

Ikeptquiet.

Mongezi:"hedidthisdidn'the?"

Ikeptquietandtearsgushedout.Hehuggedme.

Mongezi:"don'tworryiam herenow."

Ineededtohearsomeonesaythat.

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

Ilookedatherasshelaidpeacefully.Ibreathedinandout.Thisisgettingmessedupwitheach

passingtime.Ihavebeendreamingofdadthesepastdaysandhehasbeenshouting"my

daughter"ineverydream.Ihaveallmylifethatiam theonlychildbutsinceNdabapresented

mewithDNAtestshehaddonebehindmybackthismorningnowiseeit.Ourresemblance

andhowiam easilydrawntoher.Thethoughtthatiputmysisterinsuchdangerisbreakingme.

Ishouldbeprotectingher.Sheistheonlyfamilyiam gettingalongwith.Myphoneringsandi

takeitoutandanswer.

Me:"Yeah"

Ndaba:"PalaceMissionisonthego"

Me:"No.Wearenotgoingforthethrown"

Ndaba:"Whatdoyoumeannow?Youarebackingout?"

Me:"Noiam not.Changeofplans.Wearegoingforthetwins.EspeciallyMuzi"
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Ndaba:"Whatdidhedo?"

Me:"YoushouldseehowLandiswalooks"

Ndaba:"(whistle)Shitthatsbad.Wewilltalklater"

Me:"Ok"

Ihungupandilookedupasifeltaprescence.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Him :"ishouldbeaskingyouthatQuestion.Youcanplayaroundeveryonebutherdon'teventry

mecauseiwillkillyouwithouthesitation"

Me:"likeiam scaredofyou"

Hewalkedincloserandhisaurainvadedthiswardhegotnexttolandiswaandlookedatme

beforehepunchedmeanditriedtoregainfrom thatandhetookouthisgunandpointeditat

me.Itookmineout.

Him :"Thefuckyoudidthistoher.Boiiam gonnaFuckyouupbeforeimakeyoumeetyour

uselessancestors"

Me:"Killmethenbutiam notgoingdownwithoutaFight.Iwouldneverhurtmysisterlikethat"

Isawhisgunlowering

Him :"Sister?"

"Mongezi"

WelookedatthesideanditwasLandiswawakingup.Werushedtoherside.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

Thescenethatijustsawgotmybodycringing.Itriedtositupandtheybothwereinfrontof

meinaflash.Ididn'tknowwhattosayordobuthejustengulfedmeinahugandicried.I

criedmyeyeballsoutandfeltlikethepainwasn'tthere.

Me:"Youarehere"
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Nkonzo:"Yes"

Me:"Youareok?"

Hechuckledandihuggedhim tighterwhilecrying.

Nkonzo:"Shhdon'tcry."

Me:"Howcaninot"

Mongezi:"iwillbebacklaterLandi"

Me:"Ok"

Wehuggedandhewalkedout.

Nkonzo:"whathappened?"

Me:"ifoundouthecheatedandtheniconfessed.Hethrewmedownthestairs"

Hedidn'tsayanythingbuttheangerwasvisible.

Nkonzo:"Iam sorry.Ishouldhavebeenthere"

Me:"itsok.Youarehere"

Hekissesmyforehead.ThedrwalkedinwheelingtheSonarscan.

Dr:"Ohgoodday"

Nkonzonoddedwithhishandsinhispocket.

Dr:"iam guessingyouarethefather"

Nkonzofrowned.

Nkonzo:"father?"

Dr:"ow"

Me:"Iam pregnant.Ijustfoundout"

Heturnedtome.

Dr:"iwillberightback"

Nkonzo:"Itshisright?"

Icouldn'texplainhisexpression.
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Me:"No"

Icriedandhehuggedme.

Me:"Iam scared."

Nkonzo:"iam herenow.Iam notgoingtoleave."

Ineededtohearthat.Iam gladheishere

INSERTFOURTY-ONE

.

.

.

IwasstillstuckinNkonzo'sembrace.Tearsjustfeltmyeyesandijustcriedabouteverything.

Notthatiam pregnant.Notthaticheatednotthosebutforeverythingelse.Evenificheatedor

notMuziwouldstillhavestillonmeandiam sohurtaboutthat.Wasn'tienoughforhim.I

guessnot.Nkonzoslightlypushedmeoffhim andwipedmytearswithhisonehand.Whydoi

alwaysfindcomfortinhisarms,Securityinhim.Ilookuptohim andhejustwipesmytears

away.

Nkonzo:"Don'tcry.Iam herenow"

Thatmademesmilealittlebeforetheshoutingstarted.ItwasNomawalkinginwithAmanda

andtheywerefighting.

Amanda:"Youarenotneededprincessfuckoffhere"

Noma:"Iam notscaredofyouBitch.Iam heretoseeLandiswanotyou"

Amandachuckled.Iknowthatchuckleandsheisabouttobringoutherpsychoside.She

threwthebagonthefloor.

Me:"Amanda"
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Shewasn'tlookingatme.

Noma:"Comeatme."

Nkonzo:"Thisisahospital"

Amanda:"iam gonnakillyouandyourbrother.Watchoutforme"

Sheturnedandtookherbag.Shedoesn'tmakeemptypromises.

Me:"Amandadon'tthreatenNoma"

Amanda:"nxxhayi."

Nkonzo:"Iwillseeyoulater."

HeturnedandHuggedNomathenwalkedout.Nomastoodthereinsilence.

Me:"ComeNoma"

Amanda:"iseeyouwanthertojoinyouonthatbed"

Shewaspissed.

Me:"hayiAmanda.Shedidnothing"

Amanda:"Nothingbutsharebloodwiththatfuckeryoucallaboyfriend."

Noma:"Muziisnotafuckersisi"

Amandaturnedtoher.

Amanda:"Uyakhuluma?(youaretalking?)"

Shegaveheradeathstare.

Me:"Amanda"

Amanda:"Barbieprincessdon'ttestme.Imightputyouinacoffinjusttoteachyourfamilya

lesson"

Me:"Amanda!Noonehurtme.Ifelitoldyounje"

Amanda:"youmustthinkiam afooltobelievethatLandiswa."

Ikeptquiet.

Amanda:"Usalahwena?(Youarestillhere?)

Noma:"IwilljustcomebacklaterLandiswa"
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Me:"Noma"

Amanda:"Hayiakahambe(shemustgo)"

Nomawalkedout.Amandawasbreathingfire.Ilookedather.

Amanda:"Don'ttryandlookatmelikethatwenaplease"

Me:"Shedidnothing"

Amanda:"Nx."

Igiveupshame.

Me:"Canihavewater?"

Shegavemewater.Honestlyimissedher.Amandamaycomefrom theburbsbutsheis

ratchedasFuckexcusethelanguage.

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

Igottomyhouseandparkedthecarandigotout.IwalkedinsideandfoundNdabasittingwith

Palesa.Shestoodupassoonasshesawme.IswearthewayNdabaisalwaysonagadgetits

likehecreatedthem.

Palesa:"Mongezi"

Seeingherfacepissedmeoff.Landiswaisinthathospitalbedbecauseshecouldn'tkeepher

bigmouthshut.

Me:"Goabortthatthing"

IwalkedtowardsthestairsasshesniffledaCry.

Palesa:"Iam 5monthspregnantican't"

Me:"wellgetridofitsomehow."

Iwalkedupthestairsandgotinmyroom andassoonasmyeyeslandedonthemirrorisawa
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reflectionofdad.Hehasbeenvisitingmydreamsatnightbutneverduringtheday.Heewas

drippingofbloodfrom hisforehead.

Dad:"Thetruth,Mydaughter.Thetruth"

Hevanishedandiopenedandclosedmyeyes.Whyishehauntingmeafter23yearsofhis

death.Ididn'tknowhim properlysincehediedwheniwas10butistillrememberhim.What

truth?Daughter.IknowheisreferringtoLandiswa.Therewasaknockonthedoordisturbing

meinmyriddledthoughtsandNdabapeekedhisheadin.

Ndaba:"Areyouok?Youlooklikeyouarethinking"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Uhm yes.Iam thinkingofhowtosolvetheQwabetwinsonceandforall"

Ndaba:"ok,youspokeaboutthewayLandiswais.Howisshe?"

Myangerstartedtobrewup.Istartedtobreakthemirroranditwassilenceintheroom .

Ndaba:"Youwillfindmeatthebasement."

Hewalkedout.IwasangrythatishouldhavedoneproperresearchonLandiswa.Ikilledher

cousin.Myhalfcousinandthatmadethingsworseforherandnowsheislayinginahospital

bedallbecauseofmydoingsandselfishnessofwantingthethrownthatrightfullybelongsto

me.Allforthatandsheisexperiencingthepainicreated.Sheisexperiencingtbebaggage.I

walkoutofmybedroom aftersometimeandheadtothebasement.Ineedtoblowoffsome

steam andshootingisit.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Menzi:"Backsosoon.Ithinkyoumissmetoomuch"

Islightlysmile.

Me:"don'tflatteryourselfbro"

Hechuckledandiwentclosertohim andtooklittleSpheintomystrongbigarmsandsitinfront
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ofhim ontheofficecouch.ShelookedsoadorableandlikeMenzi.Forsureoncesbegrowshe

willbeabitoverprotectiveofher.Ismiledabitthinkingofwhenshewillbe6yearsandstart

talkinglikenobodiesbusinessandbeingcarefreelikeNtombi.Ifeltmyeyesburnjustthinking

ofhowwonderfulshewasandstillisinmyheart.IwouldneverstoplovingNtombilikemyown

daughter.Shegavemelife.

Menzi:"EyiNdoda.Muntuuyophelelwaumoyaebizananawe(heyman.Apersoncanloose

theirbreathcallingyou)"

Me:"Youweresaying?"

Menzi:"whatiswrong?"

Me:"about?"

Menzi:"Iknowwedidn'taPlacentiabutwesharedawomb.Sotalktomeiknowyou.

Kwenzenjani?(whatiswrong?)"

Ilookedathim quiet.Ididn'tevenknowwhattosayorwheretoevenstart.

Me:"Wheredoistart?"

Isigh.

Menzi:"whereever"

Isighed

Me:"Landiswaandihadanargumentandshetoldmesomethingineverexpected.Tomake

thestoryshortsheisinthehospitalfordaysnow."

Menzi:"Ididhearmom sayingtheyarecomingtoPretoria."

Me:"yeah"

Menzi:"Youknowyouwon'tfeelbetterifyoudon'ttellmethefullstory.Wemayfightand

havefoughtoverlandiswabeforebutiam overher.IloveMbaliandmydaughterandiwouldn't

tradethatforanything."

Me:"Spokenlikeatrueman"

Menzi:"itsaworkingprogress"

Welaughed.

Me:"yeahihearyou"

Gotmethinkingalot.Hereallydidsoundgrown.
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.

.

.

INSERTFOURTY-TWO

.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

IheldonbabyspheandkepttomythoughtsonceagainbeforeMenziinterruptedmeagain.I

lookedathim andIsighed.

Menzi:talktome.

Hesaidpleadingmetospitwhatiseatingmeup

Me:Icheated
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Hekeepsquietlikeheisencouragingmetosaymore.

Me:it'smessedup

Menzi:weallmessupbrobutwelearnfrom that.

Me:LandiswasleptwithNkonzo.

Hisfacialchange.

Menzi:likeNkonzo,Nkonzo?

Me:yeahNkonzoMkhizewhoelse.Iwasangry(henodded)Iwasangryatheratthebothof

them butwhatIdidIwasn'tsupposedtodoit.

Menzi:fuckthisismessedup

IKnow.

Menzi:stayhereforthenightbuttomorrowyouaregoingback.

Me:Ican'tfaceher

Menzi:wellIdon'tcare.Doyoustillloveherafterwhathappened?.

Me:(tearswerenearingmyeyes)sheismylife.IlovehersomuchIam willingtoforget

everything..

Menzi:thengoclaim herback.ForgiveNkonzoIknowyoulovehim.Forgivethem foryourown

goodthendecidethen..

IlookedatMenziashesmiled.Iwipedmytears

Me:thanksbro.Ineededtohearthat.

Menzi:IwillcallXoliletoassistyou.

Me:Iam inajam youwantmeinapitnow.

Welaughed.

Menzi:sheisbeautiful

Me:yeahsheis.CanImarrytowomenyourhighness?

Menzi:,yayoumayyourhighness.

WelaughedandhestoodupandtooksleepingSpheawaybeforehecamebackandwechilled.

.
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.

.

*THEMBEKA*

.

.

.

IwassittingwithNokzolabytheporch.Thishouseisverybeautifulandit'snatureisvery

breathtakingreally.Ineeditfrom allthenightmaresandstressIhaveBengettingfrom

Mkhokhelihauntingme.Heisnotstopingwithtormentingme.

Nokzola:Manjeawuho?Whenareyougonnastopfuckingyoudaughter'shusband?

Me:mxm.Pleasedon'tupsetme.

Mom cameout.Sheclappedherhands.

Mom :green.Youtwohavemadeyourselvesathome.

Nokzola:Mom pleasedon'tstart.

Shesaidrollinghereyes.

Mom :IwillpluckthoseeyesoutNokzolaandfeedyouthem.

Me:weareyourdaughtersmahyoucan'tchaseusout.

Mom :Themekawhodoyouthinkyouare?IonlyhaveonedaughterandthatisLandiswa.

WhenIcomebackIwantyouout.

Sheturnedanewwalkedaway.IsawMkhokhelismilingandherubbedhishandstogetherthen

disappeared.

Nokzola:weareinshit.!

Me:definatley.

Iwasscaredreally.

.

.

.
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.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

.

Iwasmovingupandownintheclosettothebedroom throwingstuffintomysuitcaseandI

wenttothebathroom andIsawmydadstandingbythemirror.Ididn'tknowwhattodoorwhat

tosayorshouldIwhat?Idon'tknow.HedisappearedmeIshookmyheadandItookmyclean

towelsandwalkedoutandfoundNdabaleaningagainstthedoor.

Ndaba:siyaphi?(Wherearewegoing?).

Me:Khanyisa

Isaidwhilepacking.

Ndaba:todowhat?

Me:justpack.WearegonnagetLandiswafrom thehospital

Ndaba:youseem frustrated.

Me:Iam.idon'tknowwhattodoatthispoint.Everythingisconfusingandspiralingoutof

control.

Ndaba:you'vegotthis.

Inoddedandvariedonpacking.

Ndaba:sowhataboutMuziandLandiswasrelationship.

Me:ithadtoend.Icanjustgetthethoughtthatthefuckerfuckedmysister.

Ndaba:theydidn'tknow.

Iclosemysuitcase

Me:nowtheywillknow.

IwalkedoutwithNdabalookingatme.

.

.



287

.

INSERTFOURTY-THREE

.

.

.*LANDISWA*

.

.

Iam surroundedbythoughtsthatIdon'tevenknowhowtheyoccupiedmybrain,slotisrunning

there.Mygrandmother,howdisappointedandangryshewouldbeonceshelearnsaboutmy

pregnancy.Muzi,howIbroketheheartofaguywholovesmewholeheartedlyandIlovehim

thesameway.HegavemehopeinloveagainwhenIhadlostallofit.Mybetrayaltohim ,what

Ididcannotbeturnedintoablindeyeorbeforgottenforthatmatter.Ihurthim ,theangerin

hiseyesandhurtshowedthatIbrokehim formyfoolishness.Nkonzo,my....my....mymight

befatherofmychild.Iam confusedatthemoment.17weeks,itmightbeNkonzo'sorMenzi

'schildsinceIsleptwiththem twodaysinarow.Mybodyshiversandtearsrundownmyeyes

andIsob.Mom ,thehatredshehasonmethatisstillunknowntomewhyshehatedmefor

reasonsunknown.Myfather,whereeverheis.Theneedforhim andNtombi,loosingNtombi
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proventhatmylifespiralledoutofcontrol.Backwhenshewasalive,lifeproventobesimple

yetJoyfultoit'sfruits.Iam disturbedfrom mythoughtswhenthenursewalksinwithaDrand

Mongezifollowsin.Isitupslowly,thepainsarestilltherebuttheyaregettingbetter.

Mongezi:"howareyou?"

Me:"betterIguess"

Henods.

Dr:"wehavebeenrequestedthatyoumaybedischargedearlierthananticipated"

Me:"dueto?"

Mongezi:"youareendangered"

Me:"Iam not"

Mongezi:"thenexplainhowyoulandedonthisbed"

Heisfirm.Ilookaway.

Dr:"hereisyourprescriptionandtakeiteasyinyourconditionwedon'twantanywrongs"

Mongezi:"whatcouldgowrongthandrinkingpills?"

Ilookeddown,attimesMongezidoesintimidateme.

Dr:"sheispregnantanddoesn'tneedanystress."

Icouldfeelhiseyesonme.

Mongezi:"LANDISWAyouwhat!?"

Dr:"youaregonnastressher"

Icried.

Mysobsfilledtheroom whileMongeziwasfumingfornoapparentreasonatall,gogoshould

betheonefumingnothim.

Mongezi:"whoisthefather?"

Icarryonsniffing.TheDrandnursehavelefttheroom .

Mongezi:"whoisthefatherLandiswa?IsitMuzi?"

Me:"angaziMongeziangazi(Idon'tknowMongeziIdon'tknow!)

Mongezi:"(frowning)whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow,awazikanjaniiSendeekadeLilah
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kuwe(howdon'tyouknowwhichdickwasinyou?)

Icried.WhyisheaskingmequestionsalreadyIam inajam .

Me:"it'sNkonzo'sIthink"

Ididn'texpectwhatcameafterthat.Heslappedme.Iheldonmycheek..Iletoutasharpcry

andlookedathim.

Mongezi:"FuckyouaresoirresponsibleLandiswa!Usufunaukubizwaisifebe?(Doyouwantto

becalledahoe?)"

Ishookmyhead

Mongezi:"iam talkingtoyou!"

Me:"no"

Isaidholdingmycheekthatwasburning.

Mongezi:"thenwhatdoyoucallthebullshityoujusttoldmehuh!?"

Hewasroaring.Tearsjustkeptonflowing

Me:"youaremyfriend,youaresupposedtobecomfortingme"

Mongezi:"Iam morethanafriendandIwon'tcomfortyouwithnonsense,Iwon'tbabyyou

whenyouarewrong."

Hesaidpointinghisfingeratme.Heclickedhistongue

Mongezi:"gofreshenupweareleaving "

HewalkedoutanIjustcomfortedmyself.

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

.

HonestlyIam fuming.IneverexpectedLandiswatoactirresponsibily.Godsheisfrustrating
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mealreadywhileIhavetocomeupwithaplantodestroytheQwabeTwinswhileIhavetodeal

thatLandiswaismysisterandNowMuzimightbetheonewhoimpregnatedherorhisbest

friendandthenagainMuziforhittingherlikethatandthenLandiswa'shoerishways.Ireally

can'tjugglealotfrom this.IgettoNdabawhoisinthewaitingroom andit'sjustusalone.Igo

tothesinkandIdrinksomewater.

Ndaba:"penny?"

Me:"sheispregnant"

Ndaba:"wearetalkingaboutLandiswa?"

Me:"ofcausewhoelseJezzabel?!"

Iroaredandhelookedatme.

Ndaba:"that'smessedup,sheispregnantwithhercousin'schild"

Me:"that'snotthemesseduppart.ShesleptwithMuziandthatNkonzoGuy"

Hewhistled

Ndaba:"sowhatnow?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butwhatIknowwithherIhavetostepinasabigbrothernow"

Hesmiled

Ndaba:"IneverthoughtIwouldseethedayYoucareaboutsomeoneeitherthanyourself"

Me:"thanksforthecompliment"

Hechuckled

Me:"letmecheckonher"

IwalkedoutabitcalmergoingtoLandiswa'sward.IarrivedThereandshewascrying.Ifshe

wasn'tpregnantIwouldhavestillhithersosheneverdoesthiseveragain.

Me:"let'sgo"

Landiswa:"MongeziIam sorry"

Me:"youhurtMuziandplayingwithfireLandiswa"

Landiswa:"IknowandIam sorry"

Me:"letsgo"
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Itookherbagandwewalkedout.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*.

.

.

.

TodayIdecidedtotakeadayoffjustsoIcancleanthehouseandmyhusbandcancomeback

toawarm cleanhome.Iwasstillinthekitchenasitistheafternoonwhenmyphonerangandit

wasMom.Itookadeepbreathbeforeansweringher.

Me:"Mah"

Mom:"mybaby"

Iwasabitconcernedcaushervoicedidn'tsoundok

Me:"what'swrong?"

Mom :"it'sLandiswa'sfather,justcometomyhouse"

Me:"Iwillberightthereabit"

IhungupandsentQhaweamessagethatIwon'tbehomewhenhecomesbackandIwalked

upthestairs.WhatdoesLandiswa'sfatherwant?ishealive?Ithoughthedied.thoughts

roamedmymind.

INSEETFOURTY-FOUR

.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.
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.

.

Iarrivedatmom'shouse,Iam reallyworriedaboutthewayshesoundedandhowshemayfeel

atthismoment.ShehasalwaysbeenthereformeandIwillalwaysreturnthefavour.Igotout

ofmycarandIwalkedinsideshoutingforherasIandsearchingforher.

Me:"MommyIam here!"

"Stopmakingnoiseyourmotherisnotok"

Ilookupatthestaircaseandit'sauntyNokzola.

Me:"whatiswrongwithher?"

Irunupthestairspastherandgetinmymother'sroom.Sheisonthebedshiveringwhile

lookingintospace.ShelookssoawfulthatIcansayandshedoesn'tlooklikemyusualbubbly

mother.

Me:"mama"

IsaysoftlyasIsitnexttoher.Shelooksatme.

Mom :"Zaza?"

Me:"yeahit'sme."

Shehugsmeandbreaksintotears.Ithurtsseeingherlikethis,cryingeven.Shealwayshasit

togetherbutnowIhavetobestrongforherforwhateversheisgoingthrough.

Mom :"Zaza"

Shesaysinawhispertoneandmyheartbreaks.

.

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.



293

.

IhaveheardthatprinceMuziisbackandIhavebeenassignedtohim buthavebeenavoiding

hispresencealotlately,Idon'tevenknowwhattosayorhowtoactinhispresence.Iwasatthe

palacegardentryingtolearnhowtoreadwhenIfeltataponmyshoulderanditwasNdumiso

thepalaceservantaswell.Istoodupinherpresence.

Ndumiso:"thePrinceisinneedofyourservices"

Iswallowed

Me:"whatkind?"

Iaskedworried.

Ndumiso:"Idon'tknowbutyoubetterreporttohim."

Isighedandnoddedbeforesheturnedandwalkedaway.Ifollowedshortlyandwentwithmy

bookupthestairsandIgoinfrontofhisdoorandbreathedinandoutbeforeIknocked.The

dooropenedandwhythegodsarenotwithmetoday.Isighedwhileheplastersacharming

smileonhisface.

Muzi:"XOLILEwemeetagain"

Me:"yourhighness"

Ibowed.

Muzi:"pleasedon't.Comein."

Iwasn'tsureabouttheidea.

Muzi:"Idon'tbiteplease"

Isighedandnoddedbeforewalkingin.HeclosedthedoorandIturnedtohim.Ilookeddownas

Icouldfeelhiseyesonme.

Muzi:"youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyouyourhighness"

Muzi:"sitonthebed"

Me:"butyour......"

Muzi:"butnothingIjustneedquietcompanythat'sall"

Iwasreluctantandhecouldsee.
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Muzi:"Iwillsitbythecouchifthatwillmakeyoufeelok"

Ibreathedoutandnoddedbeforewebothsatdown.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

.

Hereyesthatareforeverhiddenandlookingtothefloor.Thewayshegetsshyaroundmeit's

amusingifImaysay.IfindmyselfsmilingeversinceIcamebackhomeandMom'sisn'ttalking

tomeforsomereasonthat'swhyIneededcompanytothink.Xolileseemswiseaswelland

maybeIcanpickupanswerswithoutherevenknowingmyproblems.Wehavebeensittinghere

foranhoursilentandIam juststaringather.ShekeepsonfiddlingwithherfingerswhileIam

lookingather.Myphonedisturbsmefrom mythoughtsandmyrefreshingviewandItakeitout

ofmypocketandit'sLandiswa,myheartskipsabeatandXolileislookingatmebutIgoback

tomyphoneandIanswerit.

Me:"hello",

Iclearmythroat.Feelsstrangeandawkwardregardingofeverythingthathappenedinashort

spacelikeaweek.

Landiswa:"(breakingvoice)Muzi"

MyheartachesasIknowsheisabouttocry.

Me:"shhheydon'tcry"

Sheburstsintoasharpcry.

Landiswa:"MuziIam sorry"

MymindjotstothoughtsofLandiswaandNkonzoandmyangersurfacesbutIcalm downabit.

Me:"wewilltalk"

Shesniffs.

Landiswa:"Inevermentforallofthis.Iam sorry"
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Me:"Lum Lum "

Herbreathingisalotcalmerthoughsheissilent.

Me:"Lum lum listenIloveyouok?"

ShebreaksintoanothercryandIcan'tbareit.Whenshecriesitbreaksmyheart.

Landiswa:"Iloveyoutoo.Wearecomingthatside,thereissomethingimportantIhavetotell

you"

Mypalmsaresweatingandmyheartisracing.

Me:"whatisit?"

Landiswa:"it'snotaphoneconversation.Wewillbethere"

ShehangsupandIlookuptoxolilewhoquicklylooksdownwhenwemakeeyecontact

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Godispunishingmefornotstayingavirgintillmarriagethat'sforsure.Ican'tstopthecrying

andIreallydon'twantanyonenexttomeespeciallyGogoandMongezi.Iam lyinginbedwith

Nkonzotryingtocalm medownfrom thecryingwithsugaredwater.MongeziisnexttomeandI

don'twanthim nearme.

Gogo:"besingaziMntanami(wedidn'tknow)"

Me:"didn'tknowGogo?Isleptwithmycousinsforgoodnesssake.EversinceIcameoutof

mom'swombIhavebeensuchacurse"

Nkonzo:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"it'strue,mom doesn'tlovemeandIlostNtombinowthis....."

Iburstedintoaloudcry

Mongezi:"thereisnothingwecandonow"
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Me:"canyouleaveIneedtothink"

Mongezi:"IwillbebackintwodaysthenwewillgototheKhanyisaKingdom "

Ilookedathim andhewalkedout.

Gogo:"Iam gonnamakesomethingforyoutoeatthendrinkyourpills"

ShewalkedoutandIheldontoNkonzo.Mylifeismessedup.Iam notcutoutforit.

Nkonzo:"youhavetobestrongforthebaby'ssake"

Me:"Iam talkingapart"

HelookedatmeandkissedmyeyesandIlaughed

Nkonzo:"gladIcanmakeyoulaugh"

Me:"It'sjustyouaresuchasuckeratcomfortingsomeone"

Nkonzo:"Iwasnevertaughthowtocomfortsomeone,mygrandmotherwasatoughcookie"

Me:"shegroomedyouwell"

Nkonzo:"Iam notbadImaysay"

Therewassilence.

Nkonzo:"Iam notromanticLandiswa,Iam notlookingforarelationshipwithyouandIam not

whatyouwanttoexpectfrom me.Iam badandprobablytoxicandacurseinpeople'slives."

Hesighed

Me:",youarenotacurse"

Nkonzo:"butonethingIknowisthatIwillfailtryingtobethebestfathertomykid"

Me:"Iam evenconfusedifit'shisoryours"

Helooksatme.

Nkonzo:"ifit'sminethenIstillstandonmyword.IgrewupwithoutmyparentssoIwilltry.We

havetotrybethebestforourkidcauseourparentsfailedus"

Ilookedathim andhewipedmytears.

Nkonzo:"don'tcry"

Me:"youaremakingmeemotional"
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Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"sleep.Iam comingback"

Hetuckedmeinandhewenttothebalconyandhelitupacigaretteansmoked.Heseemedto

bedeepinthought.Nkonzoissomysteriousinawayyoujustwanttounfoldhim likeheisa

placewhereyouarenotsupposedtoenterbutyouenterbecauseofcuriosity.Thereseemsto

bealothiddeninhim.

.

.

.

INSERTFOURTY-FIVE

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Idon'tknowwhichcigaretteIam onnowandIneedittocalm downfrom allthatishappening.

ThedramathatstartedwhenIbecameintimatewithLandiswa.Alotofyouhatemeatthe

moment,Idon'tknowifIshouldhatemyselforwhat.Ifeelconfusedatthemomentwith

everythingaswellbutIam tryingtobestrongforLandiswa.WomenareweakattimesandI

usedthatagainstherandnowsheisamess.Totopeverythinginthismessisaunbornchild

thatcouldbemineorMuzi's.IsighandtakeanotherpuffoffmycigaretteandlookouttoI

don'tknowwhatbutIam lovingtheview.Ihavealwayslovedthishouseasoneofmyfavorite

becauseit'smyescapeofthinking.MyphoneringsandintakeitoutandsignjustbeforeI

answerit.

Me:"baba"

Dad:"Khabazelawhatisgoingon?"



298

IpauseabitthinkingofhowIwillanswerthis.

Me:"Kuningi(alot)"

Ihaveneveroffloadedtomyfathermainlybecausehefindsoutthingsonhisownsowhatis

theuse.

Dad:"isitbetweenyouandMuzi?"

Me:"it'samess"

Dad:"youwillbestrong"

Isigh.Iam notevensureofthat.

Dad:"flytoHQinDurbanintwodaystime.Weneedtotalkaboutmyretirement"

Me:"can'tyouholdonfortwomoreyears?"

Dad:"No,youneedtotakeovernowmytimeisout.Sokhuluma(wewilltalk)"

InodandhehangsupandIsighthenIfinishoffmycigarettebeforegoinginsidethebedroom

andIlookatLandiswawhoissoundasleep.Herfaceispuffyandswollenfrom allthecrying.I

perkherlipsandItakemykeysandIwalkout..

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

.

Me:"Sengwayopickup"

Iwaspacingupanddowninmybedroom beforeIfinallygotthroughtoSengwayo.

Me:"ekugcineni(atlast)...."

Sengwayo:"uMkhokheliakaphumulengokuthula(Mkhokheliisnotrestinginpeace)"

Me:"whoisMkhokheli?"

Sengwayo:"theking'solderbrother."
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Me:"ubabakaMongezi?(Mongezi'sfather?)"

Sengwayo:"yes"

Me:"okwearegonnacomebacktothat.Wehavebiggerproblems"

Sengwayo:"whatisit?"

Me:"MongeziandLandiswaaresiblings"

Sengwayo:"hayiabaphansiabangibonisangalokho(theancestorsdidn'trevealthattome.)"

Me:"ofcausetheywouldn'tcausewedidabloodconvenientandnowMkhizeandDlamini

ancestorsarepunishingusforthem beingintimate"

Isaidallfrustrated.

Sengwayo:"whatsdoneisdonewecannotchangethat"

Hestartedgroaning.

Me:"Sengwayokwenzakalani(Sengwayowhatisgoingon?)"

Sengwayo:"Gumede,Qwabe,Phakathwayo,MngunikaYeyeye(chantingclannameswhile

clappingandgroaning)Iam listening"

Me:"Yeyiwenauyangizwakodwa!(Areyouhearingme?!)"

Hekeptonclappingandgroaningandthentherewassilence.

Me:"SengwayoManiIam talking!"

Sengwayo:"TheQwabeancestorswillkeeponpunishingLandiswauntilshefindsthetruth

aboutherfather."

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforriddles.Isn'titsheknowsherfatherisroyalkantibafunani?!"

Iwasgettingangry

Sengwayo:"itwasn'thistime.TheDlamini'shavehisbloodintheirhands"

Me:"youmeansomeonefrom uskilledhim ?"

Sengwayo:"yes.That'swhyizintozingalungi(that'swhythingsgobad)"

Me:"Iwillcallyoulater"

Ihangupwhilepacingupanddown.Idon'tevenknowthisMkhokheli.IjustsawThembeka

droppingLandiswawhikeshewasyoungandshehasbeenwithmeeversince.Itakemybag.I
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needanswers.Iwalkoutofmyroom whilebangingthedoor.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.

.

Theeprestillhasn'tbeenanychangefrom mymotherinsteadsheisgettingworselikesheis

loosinghermind.IcalledQhaweandtoldhim aboutthesituationathandandheunderstood

thatmymotherneedsme..IcalledinatworkaswellandnowIam inthekitchenwhile

preparingsomefoodforher..

Me:"Whendidshestartseeingthings?"

AuntyNokzolaisdeepinthoughtswhilebittingherlip.Sheisshiveringaswell.IfIam not

mistakenmaybesheisbackattakingagain.

Me:"Nokzola!"

Shesnapsoutofherthoughts

Nokzola:"Nxwhyareyoushouting?"

Shefrowns

Me:"youweren'tansweringme.Whendidmom startbehavinglikethis?"

Shestandsup.

Nokzola:"Iam gonnaslapyouwena"

Me:"sheismymother,Ihavetobeconcerned"

Ihangthetable

Nokzola:"askyoursister"

Shewalksout.WhatdoesLandiswahavetodowiththis..ohGodsohelpmenotkillhercauseI

will.
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.

.

.

#Landiswathesidechick:Fallingforhim

.

.

Commentandshare

Insert46

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

Wewerestrollingthroughthepalacegardensmallwalksjustsilencebetweenus.Ihave

nothingtosaytohim andneitherhim.It'sjustuswalkingsidebyside.Ihavebeentryingtonot

beinhispresencebuthealwaysinsistofmebeingnexttohim.Heseemslostinthoughts.

Me:"yourhighness"

Heturnstome.

Me:"it'sgettingdarknow"

Muzi:"Iam sorry.Weshouldwalkback"

Inoddedandweturnedandstartedwalkingback.

Muzi:"canyougotothemarketwithmetomorrow?"
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Me:"yourmajesty...."

Muzi:"please.Yourcompanykeepsmesane"

Inod.

Me:"asyouwish"

Idon'tlikethisatall.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

________

Thesilenceinthisdarkroom wasgettingtome.IlookaroundandIshoutout"Anyonehere?"

Butnoonereplied.Amanappearsandit'sthemanwhoalwaysappearseitherinmydreamsin

aghostform.Hewalkscloserandtheroom becomesbrighterandwhite.Hetouchesmyhand.

Him :"mydaughter"

Hesmilesandtearsweldinmyeyes.

Me:"baba"

HetakesmyhandandholdsitbutIjumpintoahugwithhim andcry.

Me:"babaungishiyelani(dadwhydidyouleaveme?)"

Iletoutasharpsobwhilehecaressesmyback.

Him :"Ineverleftyou.Iwasalwaysthere"

Me:"Iam inmiseryallmylife.Ilosteverythingthatwasmyhappynothing."

Heremovedmefrom hischestandwipesmytearsandkissesmyforehead.

Him :"itwillbeokstandstrong.Seekanswersandyoushallbefree.Youhaveaspecialgiftand

afterallthestormsitshallbeunlockedforgreatergood."
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Me:"Iwantyou"

Heheldmycheeks.

Him:"youareapartofme.Whateverhappensholdon.TheKingdom needsyou."

Me:"how?"

Him :"youwillsee.Justseekanswersrightnow"

HedisappearsandIopenmyeyes

_______

Gogo:"yohuyalala,vukaasambe(youcansleep.Wakeuplet'sgo)"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Shedragsmeoutofthebed.

Gogo:"toyourmotherweneedanswers."

Me:"off?"

Gogo:"stopaskingmequestionsIam notaninsurancecompanysellingyoualifecover.Let's

go"

ShetakemyshoesandIruntothebathroom andIwashmyfaceandbrushmyteeth.HonestlyI

can'tstaymadatgogoandMongezi.Theydidn'tknowasmuchasIdidn'tknowbutgogois

rightIneedanswers.WerushedoutwhenIwasdoneandcalledanUbertotakeustomy

mother'shouse.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.

.

Iwasonmywaytomymother'sroom whenIheardauntyNokzolatalkingtomom softly.I

stoodbythedoorwayjusttoeavesdrop.
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Nokzola:"Thembekasnapitman!Youaregonnagetusintrouble."

Mom :"Simbuleleiminaengamdubula(wekilledhim.Iam theonewhoshothim.)"

Shekeptonsayingthat.

Nokzola:"youaregonnakeepquiet.Youcan'tblowoursecretoveraghost"

Icoveredmymouth.Mom killedsomeone.

Mom :"Mkhokhelingiyaxolisa(MkhokheliIam sorry)"

Nokzolacradledher.

Nokzola:"shhdon'ttalknow."

Iheardsomeoneshoutingfrom downthestairsshoutingmymother'sname.Iquicklyrushed

downbeforeauntyNokzolasawmeanditwasgogo.

Me:"gogo"

Shepushedmeandwalkedupthestairs.IlookedatLandiswa.Shedisgustsmebecausesheis

sobeautifullikeshebathsinmilkandhoney.

Me:"Landiswa"

Ilookatherupanddown.Atleastimadeitinlifethanher.

Landiswa:"stoplookingatmeZanele"

Me:"ufunanilah(whatareyoudoinghere?)"

Landiswa:"Iwantanswers"

ShewalkspastmeandIholdherarm.

Me:"uyaphi,youarenotgoinganywherenearmymother."

Shelaughsandlooksmeintheeye.

Landiswa:"reasonswhyyouwillneverhaveachildngobaabaphansibayakuflathela(the

ancestorsarepunishingyou)"

Me:"stoptalkingnonsense"

Shelaughed.

Landiswa:"heisnotrestinginpeaceandbaKhumaloarenothappywithyou"

SheYanksherarm offandrunsupthestairs.Isinkdownandcried.OhmyGod.Noone
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knowsthatIhadtwoabortionsinmymarriagejustbecauseIstillwantedmycareertomove

andnotbetiedtoachild.Marriagewasenough.Howdoessheknowthat?Didshedosome

diggingonme?Noitcan'tbe.Iheardmom scream andIranupthestairsandGogoishitting

her.Landiswaiscrying.

Nokzola:"mahMyeke(mahleaveher)"

Gogo:"IbroughtyoubothinthisearthandIam gonnatakeyouout."

Sheisfistfightingmom whohelplesslycrying

Me:"gogo!"

Gogo:"Yeyiwenashutup.Youbotharerotten.Youkidsaresorotten.Youwon'tsayyouare

Pastor'schildren"

Nokzola:"what?"

Shestopsandmom isbadlybruised.Iruntoher.

Gogo:"let'sgoLandiswa"

Nokzola:"woahyoutalkedaboutPastorandIknowforafactyouarenotonesoKhuluma."

Gogo:"moveoutofmywayorIwillhurtyou"

Shewaslivid.

Landiswa:"Gogo"

Welookedatherandbloodwasrunningdownherlegs.

Me:"Kwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon)"

GogotookoutherphonewhileLandiswacried.

Gogo:"sheisloosingbloodpleasecome."

Nokzola:"YeyiwenaMusaukungcolisalah(stopmakingamess!)"

Landiswaholdsherstomachcrying.

Landiswa:"kubuhlungugogo(ithurtsgogo)"

Gogo:"calm downLandiswathinkofthekids"

SheIspregnant?Wondersneverstop.

Nokzola:"(oneclap)heeh!!Umithiugal(thegirlispregnant)"
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Me:"letmedrivehertothehospitalsheisloosingsomuch"

Nokzola:"drivewho?NooneIsdrivingoutofhere"

Ileavemom andtakeLandiswa'shand

Me:"let'sgo"

Wewalkdownthestairswithherscreamingandcryingtillwegettothecaranddroveoff.I

knowmeandmysisterdon'tlikeeachotherbutIcanimagehowshewillfeelwhensheloose

herchild.IalsofeelpainwhenQhawetalksaboutkids.

.

.

.

Commentandshare

Insert48

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.

.

Wehavearrivedatthehospitalandgogoisdrenchedinbloodbutdoesn'tseem tocare.Ihave

calledQhaweandtoldhim aboutthesituationandhesaidheisonhisway.Gogoisjust

prayingandasmokinghotguy.MmmhJehovahyoucantakemenow,walksin.Mmhthose

muscles.Thoseeyes.Irresistible.Ifindmyselfbittingmybottom lipwhenhecomesourway.

Ilookathim buthehasastraightfaceandhedoesn'tevenlookmyway.

Gogo:"(lookingup)Ohusufikilekwakuhle(youhavecame.That'sgreat)"

Guy:"howisshe?Ineedtoseeher"

Gogolooksatme.
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Me:"Iam notleavingifthat'swhatyouarethinkingabout."

ShepouncesatmeandIduck.

Gogo:"NgizokufakaimpamawenaDoti(Iam gonnaslapyou!)"

Theguysaysnothing.

Guy:"wherearetheseDrs?"

Gogo:"weshouldjustwaitalittlelonger."

Guy:"Iam veryimpatientMaDlamini"

Hesayspacingupanddown.HelookslikeasexGod.Theonethatpinsyouandfuckyoufor

punishmentstype.

Gogo:"Zaneleyekaukujuzananguumnyeniwakho(Zanelestopdrooling,hereisyour

husband.)"

IwipemyfaceandQhawerushestous.Hehugsme.

Gogo:"mxm "

Qhawe:"helloeveryone"

Guy:"wenotinthemoodforgreetings."

Gogofakesasmile

Gogo:"heisinstress.Don'tmindhim."

TheDrappearsandtheguyjumpsupandrushestohim.Meetinghim halfway.

Guy:"howisshe?"

Dr:"LandiswaDlamini?"

Guy:"yeahkantingithini?!(Yeah,whatam Isaying?!)"

Heroars.Hisvoiceissodeep.Qhaweisholdingmywaist.

Gogo:"sorry.Heisjuststressed."

Dr:"ohIunderstand."

Me:"pleasegettotheinformationdoc"

Theylookatme.
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Dr:"mypatientMsDlaminihassufferedinalotduetopreviousinjuriesthatareunknownatthis

momentofwhatthecoursewereandfrom them shewaslackingbloodrichmentinherblood

circulationsystem .Thismeanstherewasn'tenoughbloodflowthroughhervains....."

Guy:"justcuttothechase"

Hesighsandlooksatus.

Dr:"unfortunatelyshelostthepregnancy"

Theguyjustwalkedout.

Gogo:"uhm thankyouforthenews."

Dr:"that'snotall.Sheneedsbloodtransfusion."

Qhawe:"thenwhyarewewaitingDr?"

Dr:"wasjustinformingyou.Thebloodsupplyhasn'tarrivedasyetandwehavetestedherand

sheisabloodtypeA"

Gogo:"youcantestme"

Qhawe:"andme"

Me:"haibo"

Heignoresme.

Dr:"wonderful.Followme"

TheywalkoffandIsit-downonthebenchforsometimetilltheycomeback.

Gogo:"UmntanamiNkosiyam.UphiuNkonzo?(OhmypoorchildLord.WhereisNkonzo?)

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Wesit-insilence.

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.
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.

Ilookatmysecondcigaretteinjust5minutes.Thebreezeblowingmysmokeinadifferent

directionthananticipated.Mylefthandburrieddeepinmypantspocketswhilemyrighthand

occupiesthecigarette.AttimesImisstalkingtoMuziaboutproblems.Mainlybecausehe

alwayscriedouthisproblemstomeandIwastheretobehisshoulderallthetimeandnow.Its

myturnAndihavenoonetofaceorneedashoulderfrom.Ifinishupsmokingandstompon

mystud.Iam cravingforabottleofwhiskeytoaccompanymythoughts.Iwalkbackinsideand

findtheDrstilltalking.Iwasalmostafather.Ican'thelpbutfeellikethisisallmyfault.

Dr:"Igotthetestresultsbackandbothofyouarenotamatch."

MaDlams:"HowcomeIam herblood?"

Dr:"thatdoesn'tnecessarilymeanyoushareabloodtypemam."

Shesinksontotheseat.

Me:"Iwanttoseeher."

Theylookatme.

MaDlams:"sheneedsabloodtransfusion"

Iwalkoffandstandstillwhileturning.

Me:"areyoucomingDrorwhat?"

Dr:"huh?"

Me:"cometestme"

Iwalkoffandhefollows.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

HomeisreallyrefreshingandIwillkeeponsayingthat.Ican'tgetoverthecallwithmeand

Landiswa.Itismakingmebeatuneaselikesomethingiswrong.Iam lookingoutsideoverthe

balcony.Mom andDaddecidedtotakethemselvestoCapeTownandjustenjoy.IknowMenzi
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iswithhisfamilyandNomaislockedupinherroom sincethedayshecamebackfrom Pretoria.

Ihavetriedtalkingtoherbutshewouldn'tbudge.IcouldfeelapresencebehindmeandIsmile

beforeIturnandlookatherashereyesarefixedonthefloor.

Me:"youarereadyIpresume?"

Shenods.

Xolile:"yesyourhighness"

Me:"let'sgo"

Wewalkoutandsheseemstobekeepingherdistance.Iopenthedoorforherandshelooks

aroundwhiletheguardskeepglancingandIdon'treallycare.

Me:"getin"

ShehopsinandIgotomysideandtheguardsdriveofffirstbeforeIfollow.Sheislooking

down

Me:"youdon'thavetobeshywithme"

Xolile:"Ijustrespectyou"

Me:"youtreatmelikeIam 40,tellmehowoldareyou?"

Xolile:"24years."

Ilookovertoherandsmile.

Me:"youarebeautiful"

Sheshysmiles

Xolile:"thankyou"

Me:"wearegettingsomewhere"

ShelooksupatmeandIsmirk.IdrivetotheriverandIpark

Xolile:"Ithoughtwewereheadingtothemarket"

Me:"Ichangedmymind"

Xolile:"but....."

Me:"butnothingcome."

Shegetsoutwithmyhelpandwewalktogether.Ilockmyhandtightlyintoherssoshewouldn't
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escape.

Xolile:"yourhighnessIdon'tthinkthisisappropriate"

Me:"Xolilerelax.IrespectyouandIwon'tdoanythingthatyouarenotcomfortablewith"

Shenods.Wesitbytherock.Thesoundsofthewaterfallsrefreshing.

Xolile:"Ihaveheardofmythsaboutthewaterguardian.ThemermaidinyourEnglishlanguage.

"

Ichuckled.

Xolile:"youseem bothered"

Iturntoher

Me:"by?"

Sheshrugs.Isigh.

Me:"innerthoughtIwouldhavesomanyquestionsmarksinmylife."

Xolile:"talkinghelps."

Sheisnowfacingmeandherclearmarbleeyesstaringdeepintomysoul.

Me:"Iam amonster"

Xolile:"weallcertainlyhavemishappsinmomentsofourlives."

Me:"wouldyousayit'samishapthatIthrewmygirlfrienddownthestairsjustbecauseof

anger."

Sheissilent.

Me:"stopbeingsilence.It'snotsittingwellwithme"

Xolile:"why?"

Me:"huh?"

Xolile:"whydoyouhaveangerthatresortedtothat"

Me:"(lightchuckle)youwilllookatmedifferent"

Sheheldmyhands.

Xolile:"youdon'tlookatmeanydifferentandit'snotmyplacetoputastickeraboutwhoyou

areonyourmistakes"
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Ikissherhandsandsheblushed.

Me:"shesleptwithmybestfriend.Abrothertome.Itrustedthem bothespecially.....especially

Nkonzo.Hewasn'tsupposedtodomelikethat"

Sheissilentonceagain.

Xolile:"Ihearyourbetrayalwhattheydidiswrong.Theyshouldn'thavedonethatbutwhatI

cansayisthatdon'tlettheirfoolishmistakeshidethewonderfulpersonyouare.Icanseeyou

missyourbestfriend"

Me:"yeahbutwhatwehadwon'tberepaired."

Xolile:"that'swhatyouthink.Haveyoutriedsittingdownandtalkingtohim ?askhim whyhe

betrayedyou?"

Me:"Iam amanXolile.NomatterhowmuchIam feelingbutIwon'tletwhatNkonzodidtome

gounpunishedsoasLandiswatheywon'tseemecoming."

Xolile:"Muzidon'tsaythat"

Sheisonherkneesinfrontofmeholdingmyhands.Ilookinghereyesandwearebothstuckin

astaringmoment.Iputmyhandonhercheekandbringhercloserbeforekissingher.Shehas

frozenandIproceeddevouringherlipstillshecapturesmineinresponse.Thekississlowyet

stillbuildingfiretoeruptintosomethingmeaningfullanddeep.Somethingforeigntomymind

andbodyandemotions.MybodytinglesmorethattheusualofwhenItouchLandiswa.She

breaksitoffandashockplastersonherface.

Xolile:"Iam sorry"

Sherunsoff.Istandup.

Me:"Xolile!"

Ishoutafterherandalreadysheisfar.DamnitMuziyoushouldn'thavedonethat.Icalloneof

theguards.

Gaurd:"yesyourMajesty"

Me:"followherandmakesuresheissafe."

Hebows

Guard:"yesyourhighness.,"

Hewalksoff.

.
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.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Beepingsoundskeeponplayinginmymind.Thesmellofdisinfectantisstrongonmynose.I

trytoopenmyeyesbutithasprovendifficult.Itryforafewtimesandsuddlenymyeyesopen

beingsharplyattackedbythelightRay'sfrom thelightintheroom.Ilookaroundanditseems

likeIam inthehospital.IrememberthebloodsoakingmylegsasIwasinpanick.Itouchmy

stomachandit'sflatandtearsweldupinmyeyes.Iam sickofcryingandfeelinghurt.Iam sick

ofit.Nkonzowalksinwithcoffeeinhishand.Helookssoawful.Hestopshistracksandlooks

atmeforawhileandIseehiseyesarered.Idon'tknowifhewascryingorwhat.Hecomesby

mysideandputsthecoffeedown.

Nkonzo:"comehere"

Ithrowmyselfathim andhejustholdsme.Nowordsintendedanditissilentinhere.Iletthe

heartachesinkandgetsnumb.Ilookuptohim afterawhile.

Me:"Ilostitdidn'tI?"

HesighandIknowthatIlostthepregnancy.Imiscarried.

Me:"iam sorry"

Heissilentbutjustpullsmetohim andtearsarriveatmyeyesandrundownmycheeks.He

kissesmyforeheadsayingnothingatall.

Me:"Ishouldn'thaveitgettome,Iam sorry"

Nkonzo:"youneedtorest"

Me:",Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Iwon'tleave"

Inodandheperksmylips.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyouok?"

InodandhemakesmerestsocomfortablyandshortlyIclosemyeyes.

___________
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Thembeka:"youmustthinkthatyouarecrazy.Youfuckmeandnowyouwanttoleavemefor

yourbabymama"

Shepointedagunathim.

Mkhokheli:"Iwilltakecareofourdaughterbutusisn'tworking.Iloveyouyesbutyouaretoxic

Thembeka.HowmanytimeshaveyoucheatedonmewithThami"

Hesayscalmly.Sheisinrangewhilecrockingthegun.

Thembeka:"IhateyouMkhokheli"

Mkhokheli:",don'tsaythat.Putthegundown.,"

Shelowersitandhewalksforwardtoherandstandsinfrontofher.

Mkhokheli:"IwillcomeforLandiswa.Takecare"

Hewalkedtowardsthedoor.

Thembeka:"youwon'tusemeandgetawaywithit"

Sheaimedandshotthebackofhisheadandhedroppeddownandbloodfilledthefloor.She

startedshakinggoingdown.

Thembeka:"shitwhathaveIdone?"

Shelooksathisnowdeadbody.

Thembeka:"Mkhokheli"

Silencefilledtheroom.Shestoodupandwenttothekitchenandcamebackopeningabottleof

champagne.

Thembeka:"yahnehwafaNja(spitonhim )youthoughtyoucanmakeThembekaDalminiyour

playgroundhuh."

ShetookasipandgunnedinfortheWhiskystraightfrom it'scontainer.

Thembeka:"andthisrubbishyouleftinme.This!!"

Shewasintearswhilehittingherpregnantstomachthatwasnowvisibleandshewasalmost

due.Sheshothisback.

Thembeka:"Gotohell!!!"

Shescreamedandcriedwhilecancarryingonheralcoholparty.Shewenttotakeherphone

anddialedNokzola.
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Nokzola:"yini?"

Thembeka:"StophidingIjustkilledhim "

Nokzola:"ini?(What?)!"

Thembeka:"eyijustcomeherewiththeguysowecandisposehisbody"

Nokzola:"ncncThembeka"

Thembeka:"stoplecturingme.YouknowifIgodownforthisyoutoo"

Nokzola:"Iam coming.Anddon'tyouknowwhat'scondom is."

Thembeka:"voetsekandthisrubbishdoesn'twannadie"

Nokzola:"Iam coming.Holdon."

ShehangsupandlooksatthedeadMkhokheli.

Thembeka:",noonemesseswithme."

Shedragshisbodyandsitsonitwhilelaughinganddrinkingsomemore.

_______________

23yearsago.

That'sthevisionofhowmymotherkilledmyfather.That'showIwascursedandhowibecame

brokenwhenIheardhersay."Simbulele",howcouldshedothat?Howdoesshesleepatnight?

Doeseveryevildeedmakeherhappy.Iwonder.That'showIlostmychancetobeabetterme

.bettermotherthanher.HonestlyIfeellikedying.IopenmyeyesandthereisanoteIwipemy

tearsandit'sNkonzotellingmehewouldbeback.Ifeeltoomuchpainmadetoomanystupid

mistakesinmylifeandIdon'twantanymore.IpullthedripoffmeandIfeeldizzy.Ibalanceon

thebedbeforegettingoffandwalkingslowlywhilekeepingmybalancetothebathroom.Igot

thereandIlookedatthemirrorthisisnotme.IlookthinandpaleandfraillikeIaged.Ilettears

dotheirworkandItakethetowelandputinbathwater.Thebloodisdrippingonthefloor

heavily.MaybebecauseofhowIpulledtheIVoffmyskin.IfeelweakbutatthismomentIdon't

care.Istripandgetinandsinkmyselfwhilelookingatthefadingceiling.

Me:"It'stoomuch"

ThosewordscomeoutsoftlybeforeIpassoutwhilesinkinginthiswarm water.

.

.
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.

Commentandshare.

Insert49

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

.

IStuffmyfacewithasandwichdippedintheicecream tubthatisbetweenmylegs.Tearsroll

downmyeyesasIam feelingandlookingfatwhiletheKardashianslooksobeautiful.Akick

comesinandIholdmystomachandputmysandwichaway.MyphoneringsandItakeitwhile

rollingmyeyesandclickingmytongue.

Me:"whatMongezi!?"

Ihissathim.

Mongezi:"don'ttalktomelikeIam yourfriend"

Me:",ufunani(whatdoyouwant?)"

Monegezi:"packyourstuffIam comingthere"

Me:"todowhat?Killme?"

Mongezi:"ifIwantedtoIwouldhavedonethatalongtimeago."

Me:"mxm "

Monegezi:"Iam coming"

HehangsupandIhiss.

Me:"fuckyouMongeziyouCunt!"
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Istandupandcleartheloungeandmyphoneringsagain.Itakeit.

Me:"WhatMongeziwhat!?"

"Haibousukhulumanamikanjalo?(Youtalktomelikethatnow?)"

Me:"ohmahninjani?(Ohmom howareyou?)"

Mom :"Iam notok,wedon'thavefood"

Isigh.

Me:"Iam sorry.Iwillbringtheallowanceyousentback"

Mom :"nonsensethat'sforyoutosurviveinvarsitymychild.Ifyougettheeducation.Iam

proudofyouthatyouarestudyingandawayfrom boys."

Tearsrolldownmycheeks.Youknowthatmomentofguiltthemomentwhenyoulietoyour

parentsandsuddenlytheyfeelproudofyouoversomethingthat'snotthere.Yepthat'showI

feel.Ifeellikemyheartwasrippedapart.

Me:"youdon'thavetosaythat"

Mom :"ofcauseIhaveto.Iam proudofyou.Soonyouwillcomedowntothevillageinyour

dream carworkingasaDrmychild.Thenallthemenintheworldyouwillhavethem asyouare

beautifulPALESA.Myflower."

Me:"(softly)MamaIhavetogo.Workiswaitingforme."

Mom :"okIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Ihangupandholdmyphonetomychestandrubmytummy.Ihatethis.Hatelyingtomy

mother.TruthisIcouldn'tcarryonstudyingbecausetherewereNSFASproblemsandsome

studentshadtobedropped.IwasoneofthosestudentsandIwasinmy3rdyear.Iwas

studyingRadiology.Icouldn'tcarryonandgoinghomewasn'tanoptionsobeingastripper

that'swhereIlandedjustsoIcouldsurvive.ImeanthisisGauteng.NowhereIam goingtobe

amotherattheageof20.Mylifeismessedup.Thedooropensandhewalksinwearingjeans

withawhitegolfshirtandsneakers.Hisbeardisnicelytrimmed.

Mongezi:"whyareyoustandingheredidn'tIinform youpack?"

Hesayswithafrown.Iam lookingathislipsastheymovebutIhearnothing.Hesnapshis

fingersinfrontofmeandIsnapoutofwhateverplaceIAm in.

Me:"Iwillgopack"
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Mongezi:"hurryup"

Inod.Iwalktomybedroom.IwonderwhereisNdabathistimecauseheisalwayswithhim.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

Ayimyfriendneverfindspeaceyoh.Notsolongagowewereherejusttoseeherafterthat

dickheadbeatherforthewhatIdon'tknowandnowIhearsheisinthehospitalagain.Ihave

justparkedmycarandIwalktoreceptionandIsawGogowalkingby.Iruntoher.

Me:"MaDlams"

Sheturns.Ihugher.Shelookshorriblewithclothesthathavebloodthathasdriedupandturned

brownish.

Me:"kwenzakaleni?UphiuLandiswa?(WhereisLandiswa?)"

Gogo:"sheishere."

Me:"whathappenedthistime?"

Gogo:"let'ssitdown"

Me:"wecan'tsitdown.Ineedtoseeherandgetthetruthoutofherandkillwhoeverlanded

herherethistime"

Gogo:"Amandashelostthebaby"

Me:"babywhatbaby?"

Iwasconfused.

Gogo:"shewaspregnant."

Isankontothebenchthatisbythepassage.

Me:"(teary)welostourbaby"
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ShesatnexttomeandIjustcriedwhileshehushedme.

Gogo:"shhshewillbeok.Shehasus."

Me:"shedidn'ttellme.Iam suchabadfriendsistereven.ishouldhavebeenthereforher."

Gogo:"youarealwaysthereNanadon'tbeatyourselfup.Let'sgiveherabitofspace"

Thetearswouldn'tstopcomingdown.Ijustcriedmylungsout.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

.

Ntsika:"eishhademfwethu(sorrymyman)"

Me:"yeah"

Ntsikaismyhalfbrother.Littlebrother.

Ntsika:"manjehowisshefeeling?"

Me:"inpain."

Ntsika:"andyoucan'tcomforttosaveyourlife"

helaughedandIjoinedin

Me:"nxxTsek"

Ntsika:"nawe(youtoo)youknow we......"

Myheartwasn'tateaselikeIwashavingaheartattack.Igroaned.

Ntsika:"Mandon'tgroankwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

Me:"(inpain)somethingiswrong"

Ntsika:"Nkonzo.."

Idroppedmyphoneandwentdownandanurserushedtome.
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Nurse:"sirareyouok?"

Me:"I....."

Thepainfadedawaylikenothinghappened.ThenecklaceIwasgivenbyMaDlaminilightsup

andit'snotwhitebutredthistime.Somethingiswrong.

Me:"Iam fine.Ineedtoleave."

IstoodupandtookmyphoneandrantoLandiswa'sroom.Shewasn'tinherbed.Iwalked

around.Wherecouldshebecausesheisweak.Idon'tknowwhybutmyeyeslandedonthe

floorandIsawblooddropletsmakingatrail.Ifollowedittothebathroom.Igotinandthe

hospitalgownwasonthefloor.Igottothebathtubandsheissinkingintherewithhereyes

closed.

Me:"ShitLandiswa!"

Ipullheroutofthewaterandsheisstill.

Me:"Landiswayoubetterwakeup"

Itakethetowelandwrapherinitandwalkoutofthebathroom andgoandLayheronthebed

andIrunoutandmeetaDronthepassage.

Me:"IneedyoutocheckonLandiswaIfoundherinthetub"

Dr:"butsirIhavetobeintheoperationroom in10minuets."

Me:"doesitlooklikeIfuckencaretoyou!!"

"Nkonzowhatisthenoisefor?"

It'sMaDlaminiandLandiswa'sfriend.idon'thavetimeforthem really.IdragtheDrintothe

wardandhechecksonLandiswa.Hisexpressionisn'tgivingaway.Herushedoutandcomes

backwithnursesandstarttoconnectmachinestoher.

Me:"issheok?"

Dr:"let'sdoaCPR"

HonestlyIam irritatedatthismoment.HedoesaCPRandIam nothappythatheiskissing

LandiswabutwhatchoicedoIhave.?

Nurse:"herheartbeatisdropping."

ShesayslookingattheDr

Dr:"pleasestepout"
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Me:"Iam notgoinganywherenowMakesuresheisok"

Thebeepingsoundsareloudenoughtohere.Theykeeponbeingbusyanddoingwhattheyare

doing.Thenthereissilenceandaloudmachinesound.

Me:"whywhydidyoustopdosomething!!"

Icanfeelmyheartclenching.

Dr:"Iam sorry"

Helooksdown.

Me:"Whatareyousorryabout,don'tbesorryandwakeherup!!!"

ThenurseputsasheetoverheranIcouldfeelmyeyesburning

Dr:"youcancallthemortuary"

Mybodyfeltnumb.

"NoLandiswa!!"

ThatwasAmanda.Shewascryingherlungsout.Alumpwasinmythroatandcouldn'tseem to

goaway.Icouldn'tgetridofitinsteadIletitbeandtearsjustleftmyeyes.Iwalkedcloserto

wheresheiscoveredandIpullthesheetaway.Amanda'scriesareheard.Shelookspeaceful

likeshehasnotroublesatall.Likeshejustdidn'tdieorwasdeclareddeadjustaminuteago.

ShelookedlikethethebrokenwomanIfellforyetpeaceful.IperkherlipsastheyarecoldandI

hugherandletthetearsgushoutandthereissilence.Iholdontoherandrealisethatsheisno

more.NomoreLandiswa,nothing.Ilostalot.

Me:"FuckLandiswayouareselfish"

Ifeelahandonmyback.

MaDlams:"itwillbeokndodana"

Ididn'tlistentoherbutheldontoLandiswaasthetearsdriedinmyeye.

.

.

.

.

Commentandshare.
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Insert50

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Iwasstandingbythecrystalclearwaterfallmakingbeautifulsounds.Greenplantsandbeautiful

flowers.IwasinaleopardSkinnotwhatIexpected.Am Inotsupposedtobeinawhitedressor

something,seeingthegatesofheaven.Iam goingtoheavenright.YeahIwon'tbecauseIhave

donealotofbadthings.IkeeponwalkingaroundtillireachtheclearwaterandIcrouchand

touchitandrunmyfingersandthewaterfeelswarm thananticipated.Youcanclearlyseethe

fishthatareswimmingunderneath.It'slikeaminiaquarium.Ihearfootstepsfrom behindme

andIstandupandturnandthereareabout5whitePanthersandsomeoldmenwithone

woman.Iknowthiswomanfrom somewhere.ThePantherschangeandtheyareoldmenand

myfather.Iruntohim

Me:"baba"

Hehugsme.

Me:"lookfinallyIam gonnabewithyouinpeace."

Hebreaksthehug.

Dad:"Iam notatpeaceLandiswa"

Me:"why?"

Woman:"WhatareyoudoinghereMakoti?"

Makoti?Ilookather

Me:"Iam hereformypeace."
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"Laaah"

Ilooktowherethelittlevoiceiscomingfrom andthesepeoplemoveasideandNtombiappears.

Tearsstream downmyeyesasIgotoherandshesmileswithherdimplesthatforevermade

myday.

Me:"Ntombi"

Isayhuggingherandshehugsmeback.

Me:"ImissyouNana.Everyday"

Isaycrying.

Ntombi:"MetooLaahbutIam alwayswithyou"

Me:"eversinceIlostyouthingschanged"

Ntombi:"lookatmeLaah"

Ilookather.

Ntombi:"yourememberyoupromisednottocry?"

Inodded

Ntombi:"don'tcryAnymore.Doitforme."

Ismileandsnugglehertome.

Woman:"heneedsyoumorethanever."

Ilookather.

Man:"MaDlaminitheystillneedyou"

Me:"forwhatbaba?"

Dad:"forwhatisabouttocome.TheKingdom needsyou,learnhowtouseyourgiftandfrom

thenonitwillbeok."

Me:"iwrongedmyancestors.TheQwabeancestorswon'twantanythingfrom me"

Woman:"don'tworry.Justfocusongettingback"

IlookatNtombi.ShesmilesandIsmileaswell.SheputsherhandonmystomachandIlook

atitandcry.

Ntombi:"Allmytomorrows,theyallforyou
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Allofmyalways

Forallmywholelifethroughmay

(Both)causeyou'retheoneIwant

Iwanttogivetomorrowto

You'llalwayshave

Allmytomorrows,they'reallforyou"

Ismiledandhuggedheragain.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntombi:"IloveyoutooLah"

Dad:"gobackLandiswait'snotyourtime"

Ilookathim.Thewomanandtome.Shelookssofamiliar.Shecrouchedinfrontofme.

Woman:"IknowthatsometimesmySonissomethingelsebutpleaseholdontohim.He

needsyoumorethanyouthink.Youmayhavenotseeitbuthedoes.Nowsincey'allarejoined

throughbloodthennothingcanseparateyou"

Me:",throughblood?"

Shesmiledandstoodupandtheyallwalkedbackwardsorisitlikemewalkingbackwards

causenowwewerefarapart.

Woman:"tellmyNkonzothatIlovehim "

Shesmileswaving.ThatisNkonzo'smother.?ShedoeslookabitlikeHim.It'sblack,nowater

nogreennature.IstandandlookaroundandIseethelight.Iam notreadytogobacktoreality.

IlovedithereIwasinpeace.It'slikesomethingpushedmetowardsit.

Me:"Lordgivemestrength."

MyhandjustwenttomystomachwhereNtombitouchedandIjustsmiledbeforemyeyesshut.

__________

Ifeelsuffocatedandmychestseemstobeburning.Icanhearsomeonecryingmynameout

andIcan'tevenmovemybody.Am Iparalyzeorsomething?IopenmyeyesandIsmelland

it'sNkonzowhoisholdingme.MyeyesareburningbutIholdhim back.

Me:"Nkonzo"
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Heisnotmovingoranything.Ilookathim andwearelaidinthebedwhileIseeAmanda

outsidescreamingandcrying.Imovehim again.

Me:"Nkonzo"

HeriseshisheadabitandlooksatmebeforeclosingandopeninghiseyesinshockandI

giggledbeforeIattackedhim withahugandhecaughtme.

Nkonzo:"isthisreal?Am Idreaming?"

Me:"Iam here"

HethenlookedatmeallseriousandIswallowedmysalivaandcoughed.

Nkonzo:"letmecalltheDr"

Hewalkedout.Ilaidthereandsomeonejumpedonmeandslappedme.

Me:"ouch"

Amanda:"whydoyouwanttokillyourself.Ufunaukungishiyanobani!?(whodoyouwanna

leavemewith?)

Hereyeswerepuffyandred.Gogoheldher.

Gogo:"Amanda,sheisnotok.Let'swaitfortheDr"

Amanda:"isn'tityouwantedtokillyourself.Theniwillhelpyouandmakesureyoudon'twake

upthistime."

ShewantedtoattackmebutgogoheldherandshebrokedownandIcriedaswell.

Amanda:"doyouknowthepainLandiswathethoughtandeverythingwas"

SherushedoutandtheDrwalkedin.Ijustclosedmyeyes.Ihurther.

.

.

WellaftertheDrscheckedonmeanddrainedsomewaterthatcouldbedrainedbutthechest

painsarethere.TheDrsaidIcouldsufferfrom Pnemoniaafterthis.Ilookatthesideandheis

standingtherelookingoutsidethewindow.Ijustgotoffmysleep.Hehasn'tsaidanythingafter

Iwokeupfrom thedead.IsitupandIlookathim.Hehashandsinhispockets.

Nkonzo:"welosther.Welostourchild"

Ilookeddown.Thetearsweren'tcomingoutsurprisingly.
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Nkonzo:"Yesshewasinyoubutshewasours"

Heisconvinceditwasagirl.

Me:"Iknow"

Nkonzo:"noyouknownothingLandiswa.Nothing.IwashurtjustasyouwerebutItriedtobe

strongforyou.WhentheydeclaredyoudeadIdon'tknowhowIfeltcauseitwastoomuchand

nowIam justnumb"

Me:"NkonzoIam sorry.Itsjustthateverythingistoomuch"

Nkonzo:"toomuch?WhatistoomuchLandiswa.Peoplegothroughthetoughestshiteveryday

butdotheygiveup?"

Me:"somedo?"

Nkonzo:"youarenotsome.YouareLandiswaforareason."

Me:"(Teary)WhatreasonisthatHuhNkonzo,thatmymotherhatesme,shekilledmyfather

beforeIwasborn!Huh!?ThatIsleptwithmyboyfriend'sbestfriend?!That'sIwasstrangled

andthrowndownthestairsforthat!?...."

Heturnedandhedidn'tlookgood.Heclenchedhisjawslookingatme.

Me:"IlostNtombi,thatitturnsoutIam royaltyandaQwabeforfuckssakesIdatedandslept

withmycousinsthatIneverknew wewerefamily!!"

Iwasshoutingwhilecrying.Iwasangryatlifeandmyself.HeheldmeandIcried.

Me:"it'stoomuchNkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Shift",

Ishiftedandhegotonthebedandpulledmetolayontopofhim.

Nkonzo:"ifIdecidedthatnahmylifeistoomuchIwouldhavekilledmyselflongtimeago."

Ilookathim andhewipesmytearsandperksmyforehead

Nkonzo:"mymotherhadanaffairwithaMarriedman.Iwasproduced.Heleftherwhenthings

werelookingupinhismarriage.Mymotherwasdevistatedfrom thatbutshedidn'tknowshe

waspregnant.Iwasbornandshedied.Mygrandmothertookmeandraisedme.Shewasa

shebeenQueenattheKasiwelivedin.Fightswouldbreakoutandshootings.(Hechulcked)I

don'tknowhowmanytimesIhavebeenshotfrom theageof8tillnow(Igasped)my

grandmotherwastoughandshetaughtmehowtobetough.ItwaslikeIwaslivingwithaman.

Iwasmolestedattheageof10bymygrandmother'sboyfriend"
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Me:"whydidn'tyoutellher?"

Hechuckled

Nkonzo:"thatwouldhavebeenadeathwish.HewasadrugLord.Hemademeselldrugsat

schooltootherschoolkids.AllthecashImadewasgiventohim.TimewentbyandIwasina

badcrowd.InhighschoolwewereknownastheSkhothanegroup,wewerefearedaswell.Any

ofyourneedsweservedthem.Drugsthemost.Iwastheleaderofitandthenthestartof

CocaineusewaswhenIwas16.Icouldn'tbarehowdirtyIfeltthatanothermandoesmelikea

girl.Hismenknewbecausetheywouldholdmedownattimesashewouldhavehiswaywith

me.Theangeratmygrandmotherstartedthere.Iresentedher.Ididdategirlsatschoolbut

onlytargetedvirginsandtookthatawayfrom them.Iwantedsomeonetofeelthesamewayas

Iwasfeeling.Smallandused.Lessofaman.Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIfailedgrade10

andevendroppedoutalongthewayandbecameadruggiethatwentonerrandsforhismaster.

Icouldn'tcope.MygrandmotherwasstrictandshefoundoutIwasn'tgoingtoschoolanymore.

ShebeatmetoapulpandtoldmetogobackevenifIam ondrugsbutintheendshewants

thatdegree.Iwentbackandstartedagain.Shewouldmonitorschoolbutthat'sall.Iwasn't

coping.Ireallywasn't.Ipassedgrade10wenttothenextandthenext.Itwaseasyforme

causeIwassmartandIwasdrilledinbooks.ThefirstpersonIkilledwasmyfriendKhumo.(I

cringed)hestolefrom braSalemygrandmother'sboyfriendandhesaidIshouldpullthetrigger.

IwasscaredImeanhewasmygoodfriend.Butitwaseitherhim orme.Itstartedgetting

worsethenuntilmygrandmotherandthatmandiedinacaraccident.Ihadnooneleftcause

shewasallIknewbutIcarriedonwithwhatIgot.IgottoVarsityattheageof20andIwasstill

sellingdrugsjusttogetthatdegreemygrandmotheralwayspreachedandthat'swhenImet

Muzi.(Hesmiled)hewaswildandyouwouldn'tsayhewasfrom royaltysoasMenzi.hewanted

inonthedrugbusinessandwegotinanditgrewbecausepeoplehadproblemstoescape.I

metmyfatheryearslaterandfoundoutIhavealittlebrotheraswellwhichisNtsika."

Hewassilent

Me:"Iam sorry"

Nkonzo:"it'sok.It'sthepast,whatIam sayingisthatitwillgettougherandtougherinlifethat

youdon'tseelifebutdon'tgiveup.IfIdidIwouldhavenevermetyou"

HelooksatmeandIblush

Me:"stopit"

Hechuckledandbroughtmeclosertohim.

Nkonzo:"letmecarryyourburdensnow,offloadonme"

Me:"youaswell"
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Henoddedandheldmycheeks.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Ismiled.AndhekissedmeanIreturneditthenIlaidonhischestlisteningtohisheartbeat.It

wassoothingandIjustthought.Ihavetobestrongformenow.Peopledependonmeas

muchidependonthem.

.

.

.

#Landiswathesidechick:fallingforhim

Commentandshare

Insert51

.

.

.

Itakeasmallglanceathim asheisbitinghisbottom lipwithafrownonhisfacewhile

consecratingontheroadahead.Ileanonthewindowandlookoutwhilelookingatthis

beautifulplace.IneverthoughtIwillsoonbebackhere.ItbringsmemoriesIwanttobury.

Amanda:"LandiswaKuniniubizwa(LandiswahowmanytimeshaveIcalledyou?)"

Iturntothebackandlookather.

Me:"sorryyouweresaying?"

Gogo:"Eat,youhaven'ttouchedyourfood.It'sgonnabecold"

Me:"Iam fullnowgogo"

Shenods.Iputtheburgeraway.

Gogo:"Mfanawam whenarewearriving"
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Nkonzoglancesatmethenlooksatgogothroughthereviewmirror

Nkonzo:"weare5MinutesawaynowMaDlamini"

Gogo:"ok"

Thereissilence.Wefinallyarriveatthepalace.Myheartisbeating.Nkonzoparksthecar

behindanotheroneandMongezistepsoutwithNdaba.Igetoutandrushtohim andjumpina

hugandhecatchesmelaughing.

Mongezi:"IseeIwasmissed."

Me:"youhavenoidea"

Mongezi:"IheardandIam sorryIwasn'tthere.Wellyouknow"

Me:"it'sok"

HelookedatNkonzo.

Monegezi:"Landiswa"

Me:"Ihavebeenthroughalotpleasedon'tcauseascene"

Mongezi:"yourdoingswillcauseone"

Ilookedathim

Me:"wow"

Iwasirritated.

Mongezi:"let'sgo"

IwenttoNkonzo.HewaslookingatMongezi.

Me:"Nkonzo"

HemovedhisgazeFrom Mongezitome.

Me:"let'sgo"

ThegirlwhoMuziimpregnatedgotoutofthecarandwewalkedinsidethePalace.Itseemslike

everyonewashavingLunch.Theywerelaughinganditwasanenjoyablesight.

Mongezi:"Kumnandiekhayaneh(it'sniceathome)"

Gogo:"Mongezi"

Queen:"ohLandiswaMntanamihowareyou?Comegivemeahug"
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Thetensioninhereisthickthatyoucancutitwithknife.Iwenttoherandshehuggedme.

Queen:"youlookbeautifulandglowing"

Me:"thankyou"

Mbali:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Amanda:"asizilengawe(wedidn'tcomehereforyou)"

Mbali:"butyouaremydiningroom "

Amandachuckled.OhmyGodtrouble.

Gogo:"Amandabehave"

Shemadethe"Iwillslityourthroat"signatMbali.

Iclearedmythroatlookingatallthemenhere.

King:"IwillwaitforDumisani"

HesaidlookingatNkonzoandwalkedoff.ThismanscaresmebutnotlikeNkonzo'sfather.He

lefthorrorinme.

Queen:"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Ndluvukazi"

Menzi:"whatarey'alldoinghere.?"

Mongezi:"Thisisourhome."

Gogo:"Ithinkweshouldsitdownforthis"

Queen:"uhm ok,XolilepleasecheckonNomaandcalltheKing"

Shenoddedandwalkedoff.IsawMuzi'seyeswonderwithhertillshedisappeared.Wewere

ledtotheloungeareaandwesatdown.MbaliandAmandagivingeachotherdeathstares.

Amanda:"MyQueen"

Mbali:"yes?"

Amanda:"hayiwena(notyou)"

Mbali:"butIam thenewQueenofthisland"

Amanda:"didIask?"
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Nkonzo:"Amanda"

Hisdeepauthoritivevoiceechoedthroughtheroom .Shekeptquietsulking.Itwassilent.Then

Nomacamedownthestairsrushing

Noma:"Landiswa"

Amanda:"Idareyoutotouchher"

Everyone:"Amanda"

Amanda:"ayi"

IstoodupandhuggedNoma.

Me:"youok?"

Noma:"Imissedyou"

Me:"metoo"

"Hlalaniphansi(sitdown)!"

MyspinewentcoldandMuzi,MenziandNkonzostoodup.

Them :"Baba"

Queen:"Dumisani"

Dumi:"Nomalanga"

HesatdownlookingatusandtheKingwalkedin.

Gogo:"wecanbegin"

Thisisit.Ilookatthemenwhoweresoveryclosetomyheartandallthegoodmemoriesjust

flooded.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.
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DadwalkedinandIrusheduptohim andhuggedhim.

Dad:"whereisshe?"

Me:"upstairswithauntyNokzola."

Heholdsmycheeksandwipesmytears.Lastnightmom wasontopoftherailwayonthe

balconysayingscreamingforMkhokheli.Ihateseeingmymotherlikethat.Ireallyhateit.,lucky

auntyNokzolawenttocheckonherandfoundherbeforeanydamage.IjustcalleddadcauseI

don'tknowwhattodo.

Dad:"shhIam herenowbaby.Itwillbeok.Yourmom Isstrong"

Me:"Ihateseeingherlikethat"

Dad:"shewillbeok.Iwillmakesureofthat"

Ifeltbetter.Ireallyneedmom tobeokagain.Whoam Igonnagoshoppingwithwhensheisnot

fine.?

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

Thekiss.Icouldn'tgetitoutofmymindnomatterhowmanytimesItried.Hisscenthittingmy

nostrilslikefreshflavouredair.Histouchthatsentathousandtinglesallovermybody.Aloud

messagehewassendingyetIcouldn'tacceptandreceiveit.Myfingerstrailtomylipswhile

tracingthestepsofwherehislipswere,thetendernessandheatIstillfeelitafterdaysfrom

thatkiss.IfeelhandonmythighandIsnapout..

Ndumiso:"wacabangakangakayini?(Youarethinkingtoomuch,whatiswrong?)"

WeareinthepalacekitchenandIwashelpingoutwiththedishes.

Me:"nothing"

ShelooksatmebutIignorehim.

Celiwe:"didyouseethosebeautifulladies."
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Amandla:"thepregnantoneortheotherone?"

Celiwe:"theotherone"

Ndumiso:"Landiswayoumean.Shewasherebeforeforthecoronationandtheotherone

remember?"

Me:"Theonethatthesceptorwentto"

Ndumiso:"yebo.IheardheisprinceMuzi'sgirlfriend"

Celiwe:"(oneclap)Youhehastomarryheryeses.Ndalospeakshighlyofher.Shesayssheis

thereasonwhysheisschoolinginCapeTownnow"

Ndaloisherneighbor.

Ndumiso:"evenNathiwhenhewaschosentogostudy.Iwassohappyforhim "

Iam silentinthoughts..Ikissedhim andhisgirlfriendishere.

Amandla:"areyouok?"

Me:"(fakesmile)yeah"

Shenodded.TheQueenMother'sassistantcamein.

Funeka:"MsAmandasaidshewants3bottlesofwineandiceintheloungeXolile"

Me:"Iam stillbusy"

HonestlyIdidn'twannawalkout.

Funeka:"shouldIinform theQueenaboutthat?"

Shesayswitharaisedeyebrow.

Me:"noit'sfineIwillgo"

Sheturnedandleft

Ndumiso:"justbecausesheistheQueenMother'sassistantshethinkssheisQueenof

Khanyisa"

TheylaughedandIwipedmyhandsandwenttothePalacewinecellandgoteverythingand

Ndumisohelpedmeandwewalkedout.Therewassilence.IcouldfeelMuzi'seyesonmebut

Idatednottolookathim insteadlookedathisgirlfriend.Sheisbeautifulandlookssweetbut

theeyebagsyoucan'tmissthem.

Lady:"ooouhthankyou,sengifileukomayoh(Iwasdyingfrom thirst)"
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Shesaidopeningthewinebottleandgulpedfrom it.

Queenmother:"Thankyou"

Shesmiledaswebowedbeforewalkingout.

Ndumiso:"sheiswildyousuchdisrespect"

Me:"that'scitygirlsforyou"

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

IlookedatthedirectionthegirlwentandMuziwaslookingtheretoo.Idon'tknowwhybutI

kindafeelhurt.ImeanhisbabymamaisherebutheismycousinIshouldn'tfeellikethatright?

King:"canwestart?"

Amanda:"yesNkosiYamaKhosi(yesKingofKing's)"

Everyonelookedatherandshewasn'tfazed.

Mongezi:"Iwantthethrown"

Menzi:"(laughing)Dreamsdocometrueneh"

King:"Menzi"

NkonzoheldmyhandMuziclenchedhisjaws.Ilookeddown.

Baba:"whoareyouwenaintombazane?"

PointingatPalesa.

Palesa:"Iam PalesaBaba"

Amanda:"(indigust)Muzi'sbabymama"

TheyallturnedtoMuziwhowaslookingdownthisround.
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Baba:"Muzitalk"

Ishifted.IwhisperedtoNkonzo

Me:"yourfatherisscary"

Hechuckled.

Queen:"WhataboutLandiswaMuzi?"

Ilookeddown.

Me:.Ithinkgoingaroundthebushjusttohidethingsisn'tgonnawork.Iwanttocomeclean

andbeopenabouteverythingthatisgoingon."

Everyone'seyeswereonme.Istoodup

Me:"IwouldfirstliketoapologisetotheQueenandKingandalsoNomaforAmanda's

behaviour"

Amandarolledhereyes.

Me:"honestlyfrom hereonwardsthingsbetweenmeandMuziwon'tworkoutanymore.Firstly

ourrelationshipisbeyondrepairmainlyformyfoolishnessandhis."

Itookadeepbreathhewaslookingatme.

Me:"Iam sorryforeverythingandthankyoufortheloveyouhaveshownmeandsoasMenzi"

Mongezi:"Landiswasitdown."

Gogo:"lethertalkMongezi"

hekeptquiet.Myheartwasbeatingonmythroat.

Me:"weareherebecausewewanttocleareverybadthingandbadbloodbetweenus."

Amanda:"youarealone"

Godthisone.Shecarriedonsippingonthewine.

Me:"MenziIwanttosayIforgaveyouforlyingandhurtingme.Ilongdidit'sjustthatIdidn't

tellyou.(Ifiddledwithmyfingers)MuziIam sorryforbetrayingyou.UsbothwithNkonzo"

Nkonzolookeddown.

Gogo:"talkdon'tbescared"

Ibreathedout.
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Me:"IcheatedonMuzi,WithNkonzo"

Everyonegasped.ItwastheQueen,NomaandMbali.

Mbali:"Iknewshewasabitch!"

AmandapouredWineonherandshescreamed.ItwasallfastandAmandawasslappingher

alot.MongeziheldMandawhileMenzigotMbali.

Mbali:"youTramplookwhatyoudid"

Amanda:"abitchisyourmotherandhergraveyardVirginaproducingyou."

Nkonzo:"Amandagooutsideandcalm down"

Amanda:"Iam notleaving.Iam notleavingLandiswa"

Baba:"everyonesitdownandshutup"

Everyonesettledashisvoiceroared.Nomalookedatme.Ilookeddown.

Baba:"carryon"

Isighed.

Me:"inallofthatIfellpregnantbutIdidn'tknowwhowasthefather.Iam sorryforeverything"

Queen:"wecanstilldoatest"

Tearsrolleddownmyeyes.

Me:"ImisCarried"

Queen:"ohmyGod"

Muziwassilentbutyoucouldseetheangeronhisface.

Me:"Idon'tblameyouforwhatyoudid.Youwerejustangryandit'sunderstandable"

Amanda:"understandableforwho?!ThatthisFuckerthrewyoudownthestairslandingyouin

thehospitalhuh?Landiswa?"

Shewasboiling.

Me:"Amanda"

Amanda:"youaregonnaprotecthim Landiswa!?"

Shewasshouting
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Muzi:"Amandathat'snotwhathappenedsodon'ttalkrubbish"

ThatwasthefirsttimeIheardhim talkalone.

Amanda:"bullshitandyouknowit!"

Gogo:"Allofyoucalm down"

Agunshotwasreleasedandwescreamed.

Me:"ohmyGod"

.

.

.

Commentandshare
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.

.

*LANDISWA*

Amanda:"it'sbullshitandyouknowit"

Gogo:"allofyoucalm down."

Agunshotwasreleasedandwescreamed.

Me:"ohmyGod"

EverythingwasfastandthebulletgoingtoMuzi'sdirectionandNkonzoattackinghim .They

bothwentdown.

Amanda:"fuckImissed"

ShesaidholdingthegunIdon'tevenknowwhereshegotit.Icrouchedinfrontofhim.

Me:",areyouok?OhmyGodcallanambulance."
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Amanda:"Iam sorryNkonzo,itwasn'tforyou.Itwasforthatdickheadfriendofyours"

Muzi:"Iam gonnafuckyouup"

Gogo:"calm down.NkonzoisinjuredandAmandabringthegunhere"

Amanda:"Istillwannashoothisballs"

Me:"SHUTUPJUSTALLOFYOUSHUTUP!!"

TherewassilenceandIturnedtoNkonzo

Me:"Nkonzo"

Ateardrop.Whyistheretroubleaftertrouble.Hecoughedwhileholdinghisstomach

Nkonzo:"Thisissmall.Iwillbeok"

Muzi:"Iam sorryboy"

Baba:"theambulanceisontheway"

Me:"(crying)Idon'twannalooseyoulikeNtombi.Ilostherhere"

TherewasabigsilencewhileIcriedandNkonzowascoughingandhestartedcoughingblood.

"rushhim tooneoftheroyalrooms"

WelookedupanditwasSengwayo.

Sengwayo:"Boyscarryhim."

Nkonzo:"(grunting)iam fine"

Gogo:"stoptalking"

Theycarriedhim andAmandahuggedme.

Me:"Iam scared"

Amanda:"Iam sorry.Ididn'tmeantoshoothim.KodwaNayeuNkonzoshouldn'thavetaken

thebulletforthatthing"

Me:"Amanda"

Amanda:"okIam sorry"

Me:"wheredidyougettheguneven?"

Amanda:"ialwayshadit.It'sjustthatIdidn'tknowwhotouseiton"
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Ishookmyhead.

Mbali:"YabonaMenzingihambanithathanje(YouseeMenzi.YougoandsleepWithanything

)"

Amandacrockedhergun.

Amanda:"Iam gonnablowyourbrainsandgotojaillikeIam onvacation"

Me:"Amanda"

Itookthegunfrom her.Yohthatthingisheavy.WewentthedirectiontheywentwithNkonzo.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

.

Tosaythedayisgettingworse.IwishIwaswithXolilenowbutsheisavoidingmeandnow

Sengwayoismakingusdrinkthisbadwater.AmandaandLandiswawalkinandAmandagives

meadeathstare.Istillcan'tbelieveNkonzotookthebulletforme.Theyhaveundressedhim

ontopandheistopless.

Gogo:"Landiswa,Menzi,MuziandMongezitakeoffyourshoes."

Wedidthat.Sengwayoburnedtheincense.

Landiswa:"shouldn'tbebegoingtothehospital?"

Sengwayo.:"Nowewilljusttakethebulletoutandmakehim drinkthisremedy"

Muzi:"thiswouldn'thavehappenedifsomepeopledidn'tcome"

Amanda:"sleepwithoneeyeopenwenaIam warningyou"

Shepointsatme.

Me:"isthatathreat?"

Amanda:"that'sapromisethatIwillshootyou"
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Sengwayo:"Akenithulenobabili(bothofyou)"

Wekeptquiet.

Gogo:"thereisalotthatneedtobedone."

Landiswa:"heisshivering"

Sengwayo:"hewillbefine"

ThesightofNkonzowasn'tpleasant.Ifeelformybrother.Iwasscaredofhim dying,allthat

angerIhadtowardshim justvanished.

Sengwayo:"Qwabe,Gumede,Phakathwayo.SibalikhuluboDlamini.(Hepaused)Mkhize,

Khabazelamavovigcwabe,Ngunezikhanyemaseswni(clannames)Iam callinguponthe

Mkhize,QwabeandDlaminiancestorstowritethewrongsinthesechildrenslife.Iknowthat

theywrongedbutsaveyoursonboMkhize.SaveyoursonNoQwabeforgreatergoodofthis

kingdom.Helpyourdaughterandguideherasyouhavechosentobetheforseerofthis

Kingdom boQwabe.ProtectLandiswaBoGumede"

WhyaretheyaskingforthisthingsforLandiswaundermysurname.?

Sengwayo:"LandiswalaynexttoNkonzo"

Mybloodstartedtoboil.Hestoodupandstartedpouringsomethingsontothem chantingthe

QwabeandMkhizesurname..Sheismygirlfriend.

Sengwayo:"MuziandMenzialongwithLandiswahavetodoasmallceremonyasanapologyto

theQwabeancestorsforwhattheydid."

Queen:"oh"

Sengwayo:"theancestorsareveryangrywiththem."

Me:"whataretheyangryatmefor?"

Amanda:"forbeingadickremember?"

Me:"IswearIwillfuckyouup"

Amanda:"try"

Mongezi:"canyoubothshutup"

Sengwayo:"LandiswaisMkhokheli'slonglostdaughter"

Mkhokheli?

Menzi:"youmeanaslikebaboMdala?"
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King:"Mybrother?"

Sengwayo:"yes"

Ifeltmysoulleavemybody.Everythingjustshutdown.

Me:"waitthatmeansLandiswaandIarerelated?"

Sengwayo:"yesverymuchthat'swhythesceptorchoseher"

Istoodupandjustwalkedoutwitheveryonecallingme.AtthispointIdon'tknowwhattodoor

think.

.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Hejustwalkedout.Iwantedtorunafterhim andcheckifheisokbutalsoIam neededhere.

Menzi:"Ineedtocheckonhim "

Hestoodupandwalkedout.

Queen:"ohJehovahwhatisgoingon"

Mongezi:"babawhenyousaidLandiswawaschosenbythesceptordidyoumeansheisment

torule"

Me:"Mongezithisisn'taboutthethrown"

Sengwayo:"No,Menziisokwhereheisandifyougoafterityourlifewillchangebadly"

Mongezi:"mmmh",

Me:"don'tthinkaboutit"

Gogo:"Ithinkeveryoneshouldleavepleasesowe.CanhelpNkonzo"

Everyonestoodupandwalkedout.
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Gogo:"isitstrongSengwayo?"

Sengwayo:"yes"

Me:"Whatisstrong?"

Gogo:"shh"

Theylookedshady

Me:"GogoKhuluma(talkgogo)"

Gogo:"LandiswadoyouwantNkonzotolive?"

Ilookedathim anateardropped.Hiseyeswereclosed

Me:"yes"

Gogo:"thenletusbe"

TheygavemeMutitodrinkanditwaslightsout.

.

.

.

.

*MADLAMINI*

.

.

.

Wehavebeenintheroom fortwohoursnowwithSengwayo.HejusttoldmeandIam surprised

andhappy.IlookatNkonzoandLandiswaandtheylookwonderfultogether.

Sengwayo:"selisukileifuelimnyamaphezukukaLandiswa(thedarkcloudoverLandiswais

gone.)"

Me:"ohthat'sgood."

Ilookather.

Me:"Ialwayswantedgoodthingsforher"
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Sengwayo:"Andsheisdestinedforthosethings."

ItouchedhercheekthenbandagedNkonzo.

.

.

Afewmonthspassed.

WellthingswererockybuttryingtobuildthroughtheawkwardnesswithMuzi.Thecousinnews

reallyhitushard.WellIcarriedonwithschool.Palesagavebirthtoabeautifulbabyboynamed

OkwentandoandtheQueenwassohappy.WelltwomonthsbackMuziandthatgirlIoncesaw.

Yestheservantstartedseeingeachother.Iknowthisbecauseshelivesherenowandschools

inthesamecampusasme.Shedoesn'tlikemeforsomereasonandit'snotlikeIwantherto

bemyfriend.Surprisinglymycircleoffriendsisgrowingfrom twoto4now.YepNomaand

AmandapatchedthingsupandtheyforgaveeachotherandthenthereisPalesa.Sheissucha

nicegirlonceyouknowher.MandlaandAmandabrokeupforreasonsunknown.Hewentback

tohisbabymamaandwecomfortedthetoughAmanda.Ihavebeenfeelingheavythese

monthsmainlybecauseIstuffmyfacejusttogetoverthings.Istilldon'twanttherapybutIam

prayingnowoftenthatcountsright?Okbacktonowmyreality.

Igotoutoftheshowerandwrappedmyselfinatowel.Ihavenoclassestodaysoyimiibozza.I

gotoutofthebathroom andwatchedhim ashewaslayingonthebedlookingup.Damnthis

manisdrippingsauce.Ismiledatmyselfandthinkhowthismysteriousmanalwayssurprises

meinwayIdon'tunderstand.Iwalktowardshim holdingthetowelandgetonthebedontopof

him beforeheopenshiseyes.

Me:"Hi"

Heshowsoffhissmileandadimpleappears.It'srareforhim tosmileanditalwaysleaves

butterfliesandbubblesinme.Heholdsmywaist.Hepullsmecloserandweshareakiss.Bit

bybitheisgettinghardfrom thisbodywarmingkiss.Ibreakit.

Nkonzo:"(deephoarsevoice)hi"

Ilaughandrolltothesidegettingoutofthebedand.Hesitsup.Idropthetowelandtakemy

lotion.Istarttolotionmybodyandthenheclearshisthroat.

Nkonzo:"Baby"

Iturntohim

Me:"yesSnuggles"
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Hefrowns.Helookssocute.Hehatesthatnameanddoesn'twantanypetnamecausehesays

Iwillruinhisstreetcred.Hecomestowardsme.

Nkonzo:"Iwillpunishyou.YouknowIdon'tlikethatname"

Me:"ButIlovesnugglingnexttoyou"

Ipoutthroughthemirrorandhecameclosetomeandkissedmyneck.

Nkonzo:"letmelotionyou"

Igavehim thelotionandhestartedlotioningme.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*LANDISWA*

.

.

Hekissedmyneckslowlywhilerunningthelotiononmybackslowlygoingdowntomywaist.

Hiswarm handssendingtinglesdownmyspine.

Me:"areyoudone?"

Nkonzo:"Patiencebaby"

HekissedmynecksoftlyandIslightlymoanedandhishandswenttomybreastsandhe

squeezedthere.Caressingthem slowly.

Me:"aahsnugglesithurts"

Helooksatmethroughthemirror.
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Nkonzo:"butIdidn'ttouchthem thatmuch"

Me:"Iknowbutithurts"

HelooksatmeandgoestotheclosetandIwearmyunderwearandhecomesbackwith

tracksuits.

Nkonzo:"getdressedwearegoingtotheDr"

Me:"for?"

Nkonzo:"Ijustwannabesurethatyouarefine."

Me:"butIam fine."

Nkonzo:"let'snotargue"

IknowIwillloose.Healwayswins.

Me:"ok"

Hewenttoputonat-shirtandhoodieandIworemytracksuitandsneakersandtiedmybraids

andhetookmybagandourphonesandwewalkedout.WewalkeddownthestairsandGogo

washavingteawiththenewhelpermaZulu.Theygetalonglikeahouseonfire.

Gogo:"Mfanawam."

Nkonzo:"sanibonani(hello)

Gogo:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"wearecomingbackgogo"

Gogo:"ok"

WesaidourbyeswhileNkonzotookthecarkeysandheopenedthedoorformeandIgotin

andhegavememybagandIthankedhim andhewenttohissideandgotinanddroveoff.My

phonerangwhileonourway.

Me:"Noms"

Noma:"Palesa'sapartment15:00"

Me:"occasion?"

Noma:"codered"

Me:"yohok,don'tsaythattoAmandayouknowshewillbringeveryweaponshehas"
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Shelaughs.

Noma:"okchio"

Ihangup.

Me:"whatdoyouthinkmightbewrongwithme?"

NkonzolooksatmeandIplacemyhandonhisthigh

Nkonzo:"it'sjustanassumptionbutIthinkCancerbutIam notadoctor"

Me:"(kissinghischeek)Okay"

Iam Whatifitiswhathethinkitis.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

Iwasjustgettingreadyforworkinmyapartmentwhenmyphonerangonthekitchencounter

asIplacedmycoatonthebarstoolanditwasMom.Isighed.ShewillwantmetovisitwhenI

am notreadyto.Ianswerafterthethirdringwhilestillmovingaroundandcheckingif

everythingisinorder.

Mom :"Mandayoudon'twantmeanymore?"

Me:"yes"

Mom :"Iam hurt"

ShesaysinasulkingvoiceandIlaugh.

Mom :"mxm ,Ihopeyouarenotinanytrouble."

Iwenttothefridgeandopeneditwhiletakingoutbottledwater.

Me:"youknowthelawismesoIgetawaywithanything"

Mom :"appledoesn'tfallfarfrom thetreewithyouandyourfather"

Ismile.

Me:"it'sthetruth.Adaughterfollowinginherfather'sfootsteps"
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Mom :"yes,visitnaweit'sbeensolongandbringmyotherdaughter"

Ismiled

Me:"ifBayandaandHiswifewon'tvisitunexpectedly"

Mom :"oouhIhavenewsaboutthatone"

Me:"izanazomngani(bringthem myfriend)"

Mom :"Gotoworkwewilltalkwhenyouvisit"

Me:"ahMahyouseeyourselfnow"

Mom :"youshouldhavebeenajournalistnotalawyerthewayyoulovenews"

Me:"Iam abitofyouanddad"

Shelaughed.

Mom :"goyouaregonnabelateforwork"

Me:"bye"

ShehungupandIlookedatmyphonebeforetakingmycoat,bagandcarandIopenedmy

doorandwalkedoutlocking,MycarwenttotheservicesoIwilltakeacab.Iwenttomycab

andIstoppedseeinghim leaningonhiscar.Ifrowned.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghereMandla?"

Mandla:"Ijustmissedyou"

Me:"missedme(chuckle)yeahrightgobacktoyourbabymama"

HeheldmyhandsandIslappedhim.

Me:"don'ttouchme"

Mandla:"youhitme?"

Ilookedathim andhesteppedcloser.

"Getawayfrom herbeforethingsgetugly"

Helookedatmewithhisjawsclenchedandthenhesmiled.

Mandla:"tilldeathdousapartAmanda"

Heturnedandwenttohiscar.
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Mongezi:"sothat'sthethingyoudated.?"

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mongezi:"Icametofetchyou.Iknowyourcarisattheserviceso"

Me:"Idon'tneedyoutofetchme."

Mongezi:"Iwasn'taskingreally"

Me:"justbecausewealmostfuckeddoesn'tmeananythingMongezi"

Hesmiledandtookouthisrighthandfrom hispocketandtouchedmycheekbutImovedmy

face.

Mongezi:"stopbeingfiesty.Youknowthat'saturnon"

Idon'tknowwhybutmyeyeswenttohisbulge.

Me:"Fuckyou"

Hechuckled.

Mongezi:"Icanworkwiththat"

Me:"mxm"

Iwalkedtohiscar.

Me:"areyougonnatakemetoworkorwhat?"

Mongezi:"(shakinghishead)Sure"

HecameandopenedthedoorformeandIgotinbeforehewenttohissideandthenhedrove

off.

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.
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Iwalkeddownthestairshearingtryingsounds.IfeelsotiredandIstayeduplastnightdoingmy

assignment.iwalkedintothekitchenandMuziwasinsweatpantsmovingaroundthekitchen

singinganddancing.Inoticedhelikestodothatalotandthereisthissongthatheloves.The

mostwhichheplayslikeahundredtimes.Idon'trememberthenamebutithastomorrowinit.

Heturnedtomeandsmiledbeforecomingclosertomeandperkedmylips.

Muzi:"morninghoneybun"

Me:"morning.Whattimeisit?"

Muzi:"8am.Youshouldgobackansleepyoulooktired."

Me:"nope.Iwasn'ttaughttostaylonginbed."

Heholdsmywaist

Muzi:"youneedtorelax.Babyok?"

Me:"okyourhighness"

HechuckledandturnedmearoundandwesharedakissandIbrokeit.

Muzi:"comeletmefeedyou"

Me:"(smiling)Thankyou"

Hesatmedownandsatnexttome.

Muzi:"Iam goingtoseeNtandotoday"

That'shis4montholdson.Helooksjustlikehim.

Me:"that'swonderful.IwishIcouldcome"

Muzi:"metoobabebutwhatifwemakeourownbaby"

Palesadoesn'tlikeme.

Me:"hayiMuziIstillhaveschool"

Muzi:"wewillhireananny"

Me:"noNtandoisstillyoung"

HefedmeastrawberryandIsmiled.

Muzi:"youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"



350

Wecarriedineating.

Me:"Muzi"

Helookedatme.Iwasfiddlingwithmyfingers.

Me:"whyisthatpurpleroom alwaysclosed.?"

Hestoppedeatingandclosedhiseyes.Heclenchedhisjaw

Muzi:"youopenedtheroom ?"

Helookedatme.

Me:"Uhm noitwasopenandIsawitandwenttoclean"

Hestoodup.

Me:"whereareyougoing?"

Muzi:"Xolilepleasedon'teverentermydaughter'sroom everagain"

Me:"daughter?",

Hewasoutofsight

Me:"Muzi!"

Hedidn'tlookok.WhyhaveIneverheardofhim talkabouthisdaughter.?Iam worriedabout

him.Ijusttookthedishesandwashedthem.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

AftertheDrsappointment,NkonzodroppedmeoffatPalesa'splaceandhehastogoandmeet

upwithhisfather.Iam stillscaredofthatmanevennow.Igettherewiththreeplastics.

Me:"LadiesIhavesnacks"

Palesa:"ohgood.Heygirl."
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Me:"heybabes.Youlookwornout"

Palesa:"Iwilltellyouallnow.LetswaitforMslawyer"

Nomawalksoutwithawinebottle.

Noma:"heybaby.YohIhavealottoaskyoubutfirst"

Wesitdown.

Me:"yep"

Noma:"howdoesNkonzodoit?"

Me:"Noma!Iam notdiscussingmybedroom businesswithy'all"

Noma:"whatIjustwannaknow"

Palesa:"yeahmetoo.Helookslikeamachinethatone"

TrybothshreekandhighfiveandIcovermyface

Me:"ohmyGodyoutwo"

Palesa:"justtellus"

Me:"okhedoesfillmeuptoomuch"

Noma:"obviously"

Me:"thisismysexlifewearetalkingabout."

Theylaugh

Me:"whatIcansayisthatIorgasim alotbeforeweevenstart"

Theyshreekandwelaugh.

"TheQueenisintheplace"

ThatisAmanda.Shetookofhershoesandaboxonthetablewithflowersandsitsdown.

Amanda:"Iam sotired."

Palesa:"OouuhnewbaeIsee"

Shetakestheflowers.

Amanda:"Morelikeamosquito"
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Palesatakesoutanote.

Palesa:"arewegonnahearweddingbellsfrom youandMongezi?"

Me:"what?"

ShehandsthecardtoNoma.

Noma:"isencanelengane"

ShedoesastepandIjoininandwelaugh.

Palesa:"shhhNtandoisalseep"

Us:"sorrymommy"

Amanda:"wearegonnatalkaboutmelater.WhatishappeningP?"

Shebitesherbottom lip.

Palesa:"itjusthappeneddon'tjudge"

Noma:"youandMuzi?"

Amanda:"nxxthatdevilnooffense"

Noma:"it'sokbabes"

Palesa:"No.EwwuIdon'twantthesamedickwithXoliswa"

Noma:"Xolile"

Amanda:"itstartswithanXright?"

Me:"right"

Theytakeasipoffwine.

Palesa:"IsleptwithNdaba"

AmandaChoked.

Me:"asinlikeNdabakaMongezi"

Noma:"youmakeitsoundliketheyaredating"

Amanda:"thesmile.Washegood?"

Palesa:"ohmyGodhewasperfect.Hiscontrollingsideinthebedroom iswhatIlike"
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Wealllaugh

Amanda':"ifyougetlaidandhappythenwearebabymama"

Noma:"yesmama.It'sallaboutbufebenow."

Me:"iam donewiththat"

Theylookatme.

Amanda:"forreal?"

Me:"yeah.ThepastmistakesImadeweretoomuchandIlearntfrom them."

Palesa:"minetoo"

Me:"yeahweshould.HonestlyIneedtogrowupandIcan'tbringonedayachildonthisearth

ifIam stillafeathergoingwiththewind"

Noma:"whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Iputthechipsdown.

Me:"iam readytogiveNkonzomyall..Iam readytoopenupeverythingaboutmetohim.Iam

readytogolongwithhim andreallyIam gonnabe24injustafewweeks,lifeistooshorttobe

carelessnow."

Amanda:"wowmntaseIam Sohappyforyou"

Theyhugmeandwebrokeit.Itookmybagandtookouttheenvelopeandspreadeverythingon

thetable.

Me:"keepthisasecretguys"

Palesa:"ohok"

Me:"Iam diagnosedwithbreastcancer"

Amanda:"ohmyGod"

tearsrandownhercheeks.

Noma:"therehastobesomethingdoneright?"

Me:"IhaveaDrappointmentnextweek."

Palesa:"that'sgoodright"

Amanda:"(crying)Ican'tlooseyou"
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Me:"youwon't,Istillhavetoseeyoumarrymybrother"

Shepushedmeandwelaughed.

Amanda:"Shutup"

Ismiled.

Itookouttheotherthingsintheenvelope.

Me:"(breathingout)Iam pregnant"

Theylookedatme

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.
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.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Me:"Iam pregnant"

Theylookedatme.

Amanda:"Iam sorryyouwhat?"

Noma:"(Jumpy)ohmyGodwearegonnabeauntiesagain.Iam sohappy."

Palesa:"wellforthefirsttimeme.Iam sohappy"
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WelookedatAmanda.

Amanda:"IneedtoshootNkonzo'sballs"

Me:"haibowhy?"

Amanda:"hecameinyou.Theonlytimesomeoneshoulddothatisyourhusband."

Palesa:"(passingthewine)drinkhereandcelebrate."

ShetookthebottleandsmiledandIdidtoo.

Amanda:"everyoneknowsIam theGodmother"

Palesa:"youwish"

Welaughandcarryonwithwhatweweredoing.

Noma:"soAmanda,Mongi"

Me:"Mongi?"

Palesa:"Mongezi"

Me:"oh."

Amanda:"(sippingherdrink)wellnothingisgoingonbetweenus."

Us:"oooouh"

Amanda:"shutupthethreeofyou"

Ntandocried.

Palesa:"yohcan'tIshiphim totheKingdom ?"

Noma:"youcanandmom wouldn'tmind."

Palesa:"Iam gonnaconsiderthat"

Shewalkedtothebedroom.

Amanda:"So...."

Iknowwhatshewantedtoask

Me:"wewilltalklater"

ShenoddedandPalesacamebackwithbabyNtando.
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.
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.

*NKONZO*

.

.

.

Igottodad'shouse.HonestlyIdon'twannacomeherebuthatchoicedoIhave.Whenhecalls

you,youhavetobethereinaflash.IparkedmycarandIgotoutandwalkedinsideandmet

NtsikawatchingTV.

Ntsika:"bigbro"

Me:"IthoughtthatyouwillbeinCuba"

Ntsika:"Iwillleavewhenyouhavetoleaveforyourtrainingbeforeyoutakeover."

Me:"babaissodeterminedaboutthat"

Ntsika:"heisgettingold"

Ilookedathim.

Ntsika:"ormaybehejustwannashagmom nicely"

Me:"fuckoff"

Helaughed.

Ntsika:"howisthefirstlady?"

Isatdownnexttohim.

Me:"sheis....."

"Ntsika,Nkonzo"

Westoolsupasdadwalkeddownthestairswithhiswife.

Mamaki:"Nkonzo"

Ijustnodded.Wedon'tseeeyetoeye.



357

Baba:"thestudy"

Hekisseshiswife'scheekandwewalkedtothestudyandhewentbehindthetableandNtsika

closedthedoor.

Baba:"youknowyouareleavingin3weeks?"

Me:"3weeks?ButIthoughtyousaidIhave3Monthsleft"

Baba:"changeofplans.Thesooneryougetthenecessarytrainingyouneedthebetter."

IlookedatNtsikawhoshrugged.

Me:"howlongwillIbegone?"

Baba:"ifthetraininggoeswell(openshiswhiskyandpoursit)6months."

Me:"Iwillmisshalfofthepregnancy.

Ntsika:"pregnancy?Firstladyexpecting?"

Ijustnoddedabit.

Ntsika:"damnIam gonnabeanuncle.Hopeit'sagirl.Itiredofy'all'sfaces.Ineedapretty

angle"

Me:"gomakeyourown"

Hefrowns.

Baba:"wecan'tchangeplansbecauseyoucanscore"

Me:"butbaba"

Baba:"butNothingNkonzo"

Ijustturnedandwalkedout.IreallyhatehowbeingintheForcetakesyouawayfrom your

familyandchangesyou.Igotintomycaranddroveoff.IcalledLandiswa.

Landiswa:"Snuggles"

Ifrowned

Me:"youknowIdon'tlikethat"

Landiswa:"justgiveuponconvincingme."

Me:"Iwanttofetchyou"

Landiswa:"pleasecome.Wemissyou"
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Iautomaticallysmile.

Me:"Imissedy'alltoo"

Landiswa:"come."

Me:"iwillbetherein.10minutes."

Landiswa:"okmncwa"

Ichuckledandshehungup.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

WellareallwaitingtogoandIfeelsloshed.

Landiswa:"wellIhavetogoinafew"

Me:"ahlandiIthoughtwewerestayingthewholenight"

Palesa:"oouhmaybenexttimewhenNtandoisinKzn"

Noma:"Maybehittheclubwhileatit."

Landiswa:"hellosomeofuscan'tdrink"

Me:"it'snotlikeyoudrinkvele"

Shepouted

Landiswa:"it'sjustthethought.

Welaughedshakingourheads.Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Landiswa:"maybeit'sNkonzo"

Shesaidstandingup.

Noma:"sitdownhewillcomein"



359

Shesatdownlaughing.

Palesa:"comein"

Hewalkedinwearingnavygolfshirt.NavychinoswithGuccislippers.Hisscentinvadedthe

apartment.

Noma:"ouuhwhatagrandentrance"

Idrankmywine.

Him :"heyladies"

Them :"heyMongi!!!!"

Theygiggled.

Me:"Isweary'allarekids.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mongezi:"Icametogetyou.Rememberyourcarthatisatservice"

Me:"(puttingthewinebottledown)shitIforgottofetchit."

Mongezi:"it'satyourhouse"

Palesa:"ohhowsweet"

Ilookedatherandshesmiled.Mongezitookmybagandcoatandshoes.

Mongezi:"seeyousoonladies"

Them :"byeMongi!!!"

Theylaughed.

Landiswa:"seemybrotherbeacharmerboy"

Me:"shutup.Byebabes"

Ihuggedherandtherest.

Palesa:"lethim knowyoutonight"

Ithrewachipatherandshelaughed.

Me:"IwillcallNdabatofuckyou"

Shesulked.

Palesa:"youareplayingroughnow."
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Me:"bye"

IblewakissandIwalkedoutandMongeziwasleaningonthepassengerside.Heopenedthe

doorforme.

Mongezi:"thisdrinkinghabbitofyoursisgettingoutofhand"

Me:asyouhavesaid.MYdrinkinghabbit."

Igotinandheclosedthedooranwenttohissideandgotinandstartedthecar

Mongezi:"Iwillhavetodosomethingaboutthat"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iam notyourgirlfriendsoleavemealone."

Mongezi:"Ican'tletmyfuturewifedrinkinglikethatwithoutmethere"

Hesmirked.

Me:"Right,Iam sureyourwifewouldagreetothat"

Mongezi:"yetyouarestubbornbutIlikeachallenge"

Me:"Iwillneverbetieddowntomarriageespeciallybyyou"

Mongezi:"(smiling)thenIguessIhavetoknockyouupfirst"

Me:"hebana"

Hechuckled.

.

.

.

Commentandshare.♥
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Twodayslater
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Me:"Iam nervous"

Heholdsmyhand.

Nkonzo:"Igotyou,ok?"

Ismiledandkissedhischeekandlaidmyheadonhischestandhewrappedhisarmsaround

me.

Me:"thanksSnuggle"

HefrownsandIlaugh

Nkonzo:"Igiveuponyou"

Me:"sosoon"

Ilookupathim andlaugh

Me:"okIwon'tcallyousnugglesinthenexthour"

Nkonzo:"orever"

Welaugh.

"LandiswaDlamini"

Istoodup.

Nkonzo:"Iwillcomeinlater"

InoddedandwalkedfollowingtheladyandgotintotheDrsofficeandshesmiled.

Dr:"haveaseat"

Me:"thankyou"

Thedoorclosed.

Dr:"Iam DrAdams."

Me:"LandiswaDlamini"

Dr:"sowearehereforyourbreastcanceranalysisandcheckhowfarithasspread.Pleasego

changeandliedownonthebed."
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IwenttochangeintoahospitalgownandwenttoliedownwhereshesaidIshould.Shewore

glovesandstartedtouchingmybreasts.Itwassore.

Me:"ouch."

Dr:"itshouldbealittlepricknothurtful"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Dr:"ormaybeit'sbecauseyouareexpecting.Congratulationsbytheway"

Me:"thankyou"

Shekeptontouchingmybreasts

Dr:"whatmadeyoucomeandcheckforbreastcancer?"

Me:"my..myboyfriendwas..touchingmybreastandthensaidweshouldcome"

Dr:"(laughing)youevenshysayingit'

Ilookedaway.NkonzoandIhaveneverputatitletowhatwehave.Itwasreallyweirdcalling

him myboyfriend.

Me:"canyouinform meabitonbreastcancerIam clueless"

Dr:"breastcanceris alumpinyourbreastorunderarm thatdoesn'tgoawayafteryourperiod.

Thisisoftenthefirstsymptom ofbreastcancer.Lumpsassociatedwithbreastcancerare

usuallypainless,althoughsomemaycauseapricklysensation.Lumpsareusuallyvisibleona

mammogram longbeforeyoucanseeorfeelthem."

Me:"Iguessthat'showhefeltsomething"

Dr:"yes.Youhavetogoundermammogram toseeifthecancerisinbothbreastornotthen

from thenonwecanconsultfurther.Ifithasn'tspreadmuchthenyoucanundergosurgeryand

ifithasthem Chemotherapytosubsideandkillthecellsthatareactive"

Me:"okthankyou"

Dr:"Isuggestyougetyourownspecialist"

Me:"Iwill"

Withwhatthough.Thisisallfrustrating.Shewentout.Iwasdeepinthought.Thisis

frustrating.Idon'thaveamedicalaidevenmoneytodoallofthis.Nkonzowalksinandhis

scenthitmynostrils.It'sveryweirdhowIlovehisscent.Manly,withatouchofnicotine.It'sjust

amazing.
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Nkonzo:"youdon'tlookok"

Me:"Iam gonnabefine."

Heperkedmylips.

Dr:"let'sseethebundleshallwe?"

Wenodded.sheappliedcoldgelonmystomach.Godthatthingiscold.Shemoveditaround

onmystomach.

Dr:"wellitlookslikeyouarebetween12-16weeks"

Me:"thatis?"

Dr:"between3-4months"

Me:"ok"

Therewassilenceandaloudsound.

Dr:"ohanditlookslikeweareexpectingmorecreatures"

Me:"more?"

Dr:"yes.Isee3"

Ialmostfainted.Myheartskipped.

Me:"3asinliketriplets.?"

Dr:"yesmam"

IlookedatNkonzo.

Me:"Iwon'tbeabletohandle3kids"

Nkonzo:"youwon't."

INodded.TheDrwipedoffthegelandIchangedandwesoonleft.

Nkonzo:"arewestillgonnabuymorewine?"

Me:"uhm no.MongezisaidheisputtingAmandaonanonalcoholjourney"

Nkonzo:"theyaredating?"

Me:"Amandasaystheyarenot"

Nkonzo:"thisdinnerthingisgonnabeawkward"
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Me:"weshouldworkaroundthat."

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Iam sorryaboutyourrelationshipwithMuzi"

Nkonzo:"it'sok"

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Me:"hopefullytonightitwillbeok"

Nkonzo:"Idoubt"

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

IjustpaidforthecabandIlookedatthistallbuildingbeforewalkingin.Imademywaytothe

receptionandshesmiledatmeandIreturnedit.

Her:"hihowmayIhelpyou?"

Me:"icamehereforMuzikayiseQwabe"

Her:"theCEO?"

Thesmilefaded.

Me:"uhm yes"

Shetookaphoneandmadeacall.

Her:"Nomondethereisaladyherebythename(shelookedatme)"

Me:"XolileNgema".

Her:"XolileNgema"

Shekeepsquietabitandhangsup.
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Her:"youcangothrough.7thfloorstraightyouwillseealadywaitingforyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Iwalkedtowardstheelevatorandgotinandpressed7anditwentupandpingedandIgotout

andwalkedtowardsthelady.

Her:"rightthisway"

Wewalkedmorethroughthisbeautifulpassageandsheknockedbeforeopeningthedoor.He

smiled.

Muzi:"thankyouMonde"

Nomonde:"yessir"

Ilookedatherandsheclosedthedoor.

Muzi:"aren'tyougonnagivemeakiss?"

Me:"youweremadatme"

Hesighed.

Muzi:"Iwasn't.Ijustneededspace"

Me:"ok"

Hestoodupandcameclosetome.

Muzi:"honeybun."

Me:"mmh"

Muzi:"comehere"

Hepulledmebymywaistandwesharedakiss.Ibrokeitandlookeddown.

Muzi:"stillshy?"

Iblushed.

Muzi:"youarebeautiful"

Hetouchedmycheek.

Me:"thankyou"

Muzi:"howwasschool?"
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Me:"Good."

Muzi:",Iam gladyouareadjusting."

Me:"it'snicethough."

Iwenttositdown.Heclearedhisthroat.

Muzi:"wehavebeeninvitedfordinner"

Me:"where?"

Muzi:"byLandiswaandNkonzoandIaccepted"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"don'tyouhateNkonzo?"

Muzi:"hateisabigword"

Ilookedathim.

Muzi:",let'sgobabysotheywon'tseeanybadblood"

Me:"ok"

Hecamecloseandkissedmycheek.

Muzi:"Iloveyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ididn'tlikethisdinnerthing.Really

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.

Insert56
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*AMANDA*

.

.

Me:"Iam indesperateneedofsomethingstrongafterthatcourtcase."

Mongezi:"toobadtheonlythingyouwilldrinkisjuice.IfyouwantsomethingstrongerIcanbuy

Mhlonyanaforyou"

Helooksatmewithasmirk.ImustsayIlovebeingdrivenaroundeventhoughmycarisat

home.

Me:"mawungibhekakahleminangiphuzaimbiza(takeagoodlookatme,am Iagonnadrink

bitterplants?)"

Helaughs.

Mongezi:"yousaidyouwantedsomethingstrong"

Me:"justdrive.Iam tired."

Mongezi:"comeclose"

Me:"andwhat?"

Isaidwithafrown.

Mongezi:"justcomecloseyouwillsee"

Ilookedathim.Hechuckled.

Mongezi:"ok"

Heholdsmycheeksandgivesmeakiss.

Me:"dothatagainandIwillhityou"

Mongezi:"butyoudidn'twhenyoushouldhave."

Me:"justshutupanddriveplease.

Mongezi:"youlikeditIknow"
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Me:"couldyoujustbequiet"

Hedroveoff.

Mongezi:"whenam Imakingyoupregnant"

Me:"Iwillstrangleyou"

Mongezi:"youwouldn't"

Ishothim alook.

Mongezi:"sorry."

Hechuckled.Iwasirritatedbyhim yetcharmedandhiscleanbeardonhisfacemadehim look

handsomethanhealreadyis.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Gogo:"manjeyouthinkyonkelentoisgonnagowell(youthinkallofthiswillgowell?)"

Iwasdoingagreensalad.Ihavealreadycooked.ItoldMaZulunottocooktodaysoshewentto

herroom andnowIam withgogo.

Me:"Ihopeso.Youwilljoinus?"

Gogo:"doIlook20toyou?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"okke."

Gogo:"Iam goingtositwithMaZulu"

Me:"okgogo"

Gogo:"ohandonemorething"
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Ilookedather.

Gogo:"stophidingthingsfrom meLandiswa"

Me:"like?"

Sheraisedherbrow.Ilookeddown.

Gogo:"WhenwereyouandNkonzogonnatellmeyouareexpecting.ImaybeoldbutIsee

things."

Ibreathedout.

Gogo:"talkLandiswa"

Me:"Iam sorrygogo"

Gogo:"youaresmarterthanthat.Meetmeinmyroom withNkonzo"

Inoddedandshewalkedoff.IfinishedandputthesaladinthefridgeandlookedatNkonzo

whowasleaningbythecounter.

Nkonzo:"Iseeyouareready."

Me:"yeah."

Iwentclosetohim..

Me:"youlookgrumpysnuggles.Smile"

HesmiledandIlaughedb

Me:"notlikethathawu"

Nkonzo:"youwantedmetosmileso"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"gogowantstoseeus."

Nkonzo:"now.?"

Inodded.Heperkedmyforehead.

Nkonzo:"asambe(let'sgo)"

HecarriedmeonhisbackasIgiggled.Weknockedongogo'sroom andshesaidweshould

enter.

Nkonzo:"Sawubonagogo(hellogogo)"
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Gogo:"sitdown"

Nkonzoputmedownonthebedandsatnexttome.

Gogo:"umithisile(youimpregnated)"

Welookeddownandheclearedhisthroat.

Nkonzo:"eqinisweniMaDlaminiNathisisandakuthola.Besisazolungisaiphuthaengilenzile

(truthtobetoldMaDlamini,weaswelljustfoundoutaboutthatandIwasgoingtofixthat

issue)",

IlookatNkonzo.

Gogo:"youtwoaretogetherforareason.NoteveryoneisHappyaboutthat.Iam nothappyyou

didn'ttellmeaboutthepregnancy."

Me:"wearesorry"

Gogo:"wewilltalklater.Youmaygo"

Westoodupandwalkedout.Welookedateachother.

Me:"wellthatwasinteresting"

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:"it'sjustbethem."

Nkonzo:"let'swelcomeyourfriends."

Ifrownedandhechuckled.Heperkedmylips.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Iblush.Hechuckles.

Me:"I...I"

Hepulledmetohischest.

Nkonzo:"breathe"

Ididandweopenedthedoor.NomaandPalesawalkedinwithNdaba

Noma:"weboughtwine."

Palesa:"heyguys."

Nkonzonodded.
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Ndaba:"Ndoda"

"Youwouldn'tforgetaboutmefirstlady"

Me:"Ntsikahey"

Wehugged.

"JustfindanewhobbyMongezi!"

ThatwasAmanda.Theycamethroughandshehuggedme.

Me:"yougood."

Amanda:"Iam gonnakillyourbrother."

Mongezi:"Ladies"

Us:"HeyMongi!!!"

Amandagrunted.

Amanda:"givemethatwineNoma"

Mongezi:"Amandadon'teventryme",

Hesnatchedthewinebottlefrom NomaandwalkedofftothekitchenwhileAmandafollowed.

Me:"ok,whereisNtando?"

Palesa:"hisgrandmothertookhim "

Me:"ok."

Thedoorbellrang.

Iwenttoopen.

Me:"heyIam gladyoucame"

Muzi:"thanksfortheinvitecuz"

Islightlysmiled

Me:"yeah.HeyXoli"

Xolile:"It'sXolile"

Me:"right.Comein.Therestarehere."
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Imovedoutofthewayandtheywalkedin.Amandacamebackfrom thekitchenwithMongezi

lookingallllovey

Me:"oouh"

Amanda:"Andthen?"

Nkonzo:"Amandabehave"

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:"let'sproceedtothediningroom please"

Theywalkedthere.

Me:"thisisgonnabeatoughnight."

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Sofarit'ssogood.Noonehassaidanynastythingtoanyoneandtheconversationseemstobe

flowing.

Noma:"IthinkoperationnonalcoholjourneyforAmandaisworking"

Shesaidliftingherwineglassandwelaughed.

Amanda:"YazNomauyakwaziukuphapha?uwenalowo(doyouknowforwardnews?Thatis

you)"

Landiswa:"it'sisworking"

Amandasippedonthejuiceandwelaughed.Shewasclearlyirritatedbythis.

Landiswa:"letmegogetdesert"

Me:"don'tworryIwill"

Shenodded.

Muzi:"Iwillcomewith"
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Palesa:"sweet"

Amanda:"sokhulumaindabalahkuthulezothi(Iwilltalkaboutpeople'snewsandtherewould

besilence)"

Palesa:"youareboringyouknow."

Westoodupandwenttothekitchen.IwenttothefridgecausealreadyLandiswaset

everything.

Muzi:"howhavethingsbeengoingwithyouknow"

Ilookedathim

Me:"it'sbeengoinggood.Iam leavingsoonfortraining"

Muzi:"youaretakingover"

Me:"yeah"

Muzi:"thatmustbetough"

Me:"it'stheleavingthat'stough"

Therewassilence.

Me:"lookIwannaapologiseforthewaythingsturnedout.Inevermentforthingstobelikethat

"

Helaughed.

Muzi:"wowLandiswaisworkinggreat,youapologising"

Ichuckled.

Muzi:"Iforgaveyou.It'sallinthepastnow.Brothersfightandmakeup"

Iletoutmyhand

Me:"newbeginnings?"

Muzi:"newbeginnings"

Hebrohuggeditout.

Muzi:"Iam gladthisdinnerhappened"

Me:"metoo"

"Isthedesertcomingorwhat?"



374

Wechuckled.

Muzi:"needhelp?"

Me:"nahIgotthat"

Muzi:"letmeleave."

HewalkedoutandIfixedeverythingupandbreathedout.

Me:"yougotthisNkonzo"

Iwalkedoutwiththedesert.

Amanda:"SoXoliswa..."

Xolile:"Xolile."

Amanda:"stillthesame"

Xolile:"it'snot"

Palesa:"okguys"

Noma:"Howoldareyou?"

Xolile:"24years."

Landiswa:"wearethesameage.InafewweeksIwillbe24"

Xolile:"wowthat'snice."

Palesa:"wewillgoonawildday.Youshouldcome"

Landiswa:"yeah"

Xolile:"sure"

Igavethem theirdesert.

Landiswa:"Thankyou"

Amanda:"thisisthefirstdaynotdrinkingevenasip.Thisistorture."

Welaughed.

Landiswa:"it'smeyouandXolilewhodon'tdrinknow"

Mongezi:"andmyseedcan'tfindaalcoholbody"
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Us:"oouh"

Ndaba:"youbothasparentsisgonnabeatoughone"

Amanda:"Iam notgettingpregnantperiod."

Mongezi:"wewillsee"

Theylaughed.

Noma:"thisdesertisnice."

Landiswa:"Itry.It'schocolatemoose"

Palesa:"it'sreallynice"

Landiswalookedatme.

Landiswa:"younoteating?"

Me:"later"

ShenoddedandIlookedatMuziandhewassmiling.hekissedXolile'scheek.

Landiswa:"ouchmytooth"

Shecriedout

Amanda:"youaregettingold"

Landiswa:"haha"

Theylaughed.

Ntsika:"youarefreshyounglady"

Landiswa:"thankyou"

Shesnoopedonthespoon.Iswallowed.

Landiswa:"ohmyGod"

Thegirlsscreamed.Whichwassoloud.

Landiswa:"(lookingatme)Nkonzo"

TearsweldedinhereyesandItookherhandandtookthering.

Amanda:"Icanalreadyseemymatronofhonourdress"
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Muzi&Ntsika:"andmybestmansuit"

Ichuckled.

Noma:"sayyes"

Me:"Ihaven'tsaidanything"

Noma:"sorry"

Ilookatherandsheiscrying.Iputmyhandonhercheekandwipehertears.

Palesa:"thisissosweet"

Me:"Landiswalookatme."

Sheshookherhead.

Me:"pleaselookatme."

Shelookedatme.

Landiswa:"Snuggles"

Weallburstedinlaughter.

Me:"youknowIhatethatname"

shepouted.

Me:"butthat'snotwhatIwanttosay."

Shenoddedwhilecrying

Me:"therealreasonIam givingyouthisringcauseIwanttotakewhatwehavetothenextlevel.

AlevelofeverlastinglifeoflovebindedbyGodswillinfrontofthepastorandfriendswith

family.Iloveyou,it'ssomethinginmethatburnsathousandtimesmoreevenwhenIlookat

you.IhavehadaroughtimeinlifeandsoasyoubutIwantustogrowoldtogether.ReallyIam

notgoodwithwords.EvenMuziiswaybetterthanmeevenincomforting."

Muzi:"Iam betterthanyouineverythingbro"

Welaughedcome

Me:"(chuckle)yeahInSomethingslikeaffectionateparts.Iwanttospendtherestofmylife

withyou.Gothrougheverythingwithyouevenifit'sbad.Justknowthathavingyouitwillbeok.

CanyoudomeafavourandMarryme?"

Shelaughedthencried.Therewassilence
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Amanda:"Iam size34bytheway"

Noma:"sayyessayyes!!"

Ilookedatherastherewassilence

.

.

INSERTFIFTY-SEVEN

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Nowalleyeswereonme.Theywereallwaitingformyresponse.Ididn'tknowwhattosayor

whattodo.Ifeltlikethiswasadream orsomething.Thiswasjustadaydream andIwouldbe

shakenoutofitbyAmandaorthisisadream thatIam wokenupbygogoandtellsmetogoto

work.Thetearsaswelldidn'tdoanyjusticeformeastheysmearedmycheeksanddrenched

them Ilookedathim andhewassmilingatmewhileholdingtheringandstillkneeling.Forsure

it'ssorenowcauseIhavebeenquietforsometime.IlookatMuziwhoissmilingsogenuinely

andmyjourneywasn'teasybutIam hereandstillthereisalongwaytogo.Istoodupfrom my

chairandgottowardsNkonzoandhestoodupandIhuggedhim andheheldmewhileIcried.

ThosearmsthatcomfortedmefornoapparentreasonthefirsttimeImethim.Thearmsthat

drewmetohim andnowIam herewithhim.Hedoesn'tneedtosaywordsoranythingbuthis

actionsandpresencemakeitknownheishereandthatiscomfortingenough.

Palesa:"ncoooh"

Inoddedmyhead.

Nkonzo:"canyoulookatme.?"

Iwipedmytearswithhishelp.

Me:"yes....yesIwillmarryyouNkonzo"



378

Amandawasthefirstonetoululate.ThegirlsscreamedandIclosedmyearslaughing.Hetook

myhandandslippedinthering.Thenkissedmylipsandbrokeit.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Ismile.Iam nowcertainabouteverything.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Noma:"isencanelengane"

Ntsika:"ubaniobengashademncane,Kangakaubaniobengashadeemncane"

Amanda:"whereisthewine!!(Singing)Isencanelenganeboh"

Noma&Palesa:"Anibongilekekela

Theymadetheirwayouttothedrivewaywhilepullingus.Palesawasululatinglikenoother.

Amandawasspillingalcoholonthedriveway.

Nkonzo:"thisiscrazy"

Me:"itIs"

Ntsika:"(holdinghiswhiskyupwhiledancing)Babamnumzane(highpitchedhoarsevoice)"

Ilaughed.

Guys:"uyeyeSivulelesingene!!"

Ntsika&Girls:"babamnumzane!!"

Guys:"uyeyeSivulelesingene!!!"

Amanda:"ayi"

Everyone:"sangenasangena,iyohsangenaphakathi(x2)"

Ntsika:"BabaMnumzane,yhiiiyhiiayimadoda.!!"

Ilaughed.TheywereevendoingthusophalasandVoshohereandthere.Amandaopenedthe

drivewaygate.Wheredidshegettheremote?

Me:"yourbrotheriscrazy"

Nkonzo:"heisalwayslikethis.Youwouldgetusedtohim."

HelookedintomyeyesasitwasdarkbutIcanstillseehis.Hislipslandedonmine.Weshared

akiss.Soslowandtenderly,itwasslowmotion.WellinmyheaditwasasIdevouredhislips
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andheheldmywaist.Wehadjuststoppedjusttotasteeachotherwhiletheotherscarriedon.I

putmyhandsonhischestandheplacedhisotherhandonmystomach.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Hesmiledandpulledmecloser.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyouall"

Ismiledandtouchedmystomach.Westartedwalkingjusttocatchupwiththesecrazies.

Muzi:"Iwouldliketomakeapreengagementpartyspeech.Iwillsayalotofspeeches."

Welaughed.

Muzi:"Iam happyforyouman.Bothofyou.Youcomplimenteachotherverywell"

Welookedateachotherandwesmiled.

Amanda:"YounotsoKillableafterall"

Welaughed.

Ntsika:",minaIwanttosaywelcometothestepclosertobeingMamuMkhizefirstlady"

Heheldhisdrinkupwhichwasjustalittlenow.

Palesa:"honestlyIam justhappylikeIam theonewhowasproposedto"

Welaughed.

Amanda:"ThulanikukhulumeibozzaYamabozzamanje(keepquietsothebossofallbosses

cantalk)"

Welaughed.

Amanda:"Iam gladIwasn'tsloshedtoseethismoment"

Welaughed.

Amanda:"wecomefrom wayback.Honestlythoughtyouweregonnamarrymybrother,butayi

nowIseeIwouldn'twantthat.Nkonzogotsomethinggoingonhere.YoumaylookbigNkonzo

buthurtmyfriendandIwillfeedyoutoPitbulls.Shehasbeenthroughalot"

WelaughShecried.

Amanda:"Ican'tbelievemybestfriendisgonnagetmarried"

Iwipedmineandwehuggedeachother.
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Noma:"ncooh"

Mongezi:"girls"

Us:"shutup"

Welaughed.

Mongezi:"IjustwannasayIam happytobeyourolderbrother"

Wehugged.

Me:"thankyou"

Mongezi:"Igotyoualways.AndNkonzomywifehassaiditall.Breakherheartandwewill

feedyoutomunchies."

Me:"hayi"

Amanda:"let'sgocelebrate"

Palesa:"oouhlet'sgodopaintballtomorrow"

Amanda:"andwenawiththestitch?"

Palesa:"Iwillplayhawu"

Muzi:"that'sfun.Iwillclearmyschedualthen"

Nkonzo:"LandiswaandIwon'tplay"

Me:"it'sjustpaintball"

Nkonzo:"nope"

Isulked.Iwillworkonchangingthatnointoayeslater.

.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.

.



381

Iwascryingmyeyesoutwhiletheytookmymotherlikesheisamadwomanasthesemenheld

herdown.QhawepulledmetohischestandIcriedthere.

Dad:"it'sforthebestNokzola"

Nokzola:"Don'tpissmeoffThamithebestforwho?!"

Shewasshoutingatdad.Heistheonewhocalledthementalhealthinstitutionbecauseofmy

motherstate.

Dad:"ShekeepsonshoutingIkilledhim andweallknowwhoshemeans."

Nokzola:"thatdoesn'tmeanshedid"

Dad:"thepolicewon'tseeitlikethat.It'sbestifsheislockedupthere"

Nokzola:"Nx"

Shewalkedtothekitchenanddadturnedtous.

Dad:"Iam sorryangel"

Me:"willshebebetter?"

Dad:"shewillbe"

Inodded.Thisisheartbreaking.

Qhawe:"Iam hereforyouhoney"

Inoddedandlaidonhischestwhilecrying.

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

YuuuhIwassotiredandwealmostslepttherebutIneedmyownspacenow.Landiswaissuch

anicepersonandIam sohappywearehearingweddingbellssoon.IputmybagdownandI

wenttomybedroom.MissNtandoeventhoughhecriesalotbutit'squiethere.Iwenttotakea

showerandjustletthearm watermassagemyskin.IgotoutaftersometimeanIwrapped

myselfinatowelandIwalkedouttomybedroom andIfoundhim sittingonmybedwhileonhis
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phone.Heislikeateenagerattimeswiththat.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

helooksatmeandsitsup.

Ndaba:"sondela,(comeclose)"

Heputshisphonedown.

Me:"letmegetdressedfirst"

IwasabouttogototheclosetwhenhepulledmebymywaistandIhitagainsthisfirm chest

withmyback.HecaressesmyshoulderwhileIheldontothetoweltightly.

Ndaba:"Lavender"

Iswallowed.IknowIwasgettingweak

Me:"Ndabazamadodapleaseletmechange"

Hechuckled.

Ndaba:"saymynameagainplease"

HekissedmyshoulderandIwasweaktomyknees.Mybreathchanged.

Me:"mmmh"

Ndaba:"canIseewhat'sunder?"

Me:"(softly)Iam naked.

Him couldfeelhim smile.

HeturnedmearoundanhekissedmeandIreturnedit.Ourtonguesintertwinedwithone

another.Tinglesallovermybodyreachingmytoes,Ifeltlighterashepickedmeupandthrew

meonthebedandIlookedathim ashetookoffhistopandwentoninfullykissingmeagain

[contentfoundinthegroup]

.Insert57

.

.

.

*PALESA*
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.

.

.

HethrewmeonthebedandtookoffhistopandhefullykissedmeandIreturnedit.Heslowly

removedmytowelanditwasunderme.Myhands.Ididn'tknowwheretomovethem.Idon't

evenknowifIshouldtouchhisfaceorgotohischestorholdhisarms.Hishandgoestomy

NookieandtouchesthereandtheyarecoldandIgasp.Histhumbcirculatesthereandpleasure

kicksinandasoftgaspescapesmylips.Hebreaksthekissandkissesmyneckwhilesucking

thereandmyhandsgotohisshoulders.Hestopsandsuckshisthumbbeforeholdingmylegs

andpullingmetolayonmybackandhelooksatme.Hesucksonmybreastsandhistongue

circlesaroundmynipple.Imoanwhenheslightsucksharder

Me:"ahh"

Butthatdoesn'tstophim.Forsuremybaby'smilkiscomingout.

Me:"Ndaba"

Helooksatme.

Me:"stopdrinkingmybaby'smilk"

Ndaba:"butittastesgood"

Hesayswipingthemilkfrom hischinandIgiggled.Heholdsmylegsandspreadthem and

blowonmyNookieandIgasp.

Ndaba:"mmm "

Histonguesoonpressesonmyclitandhelicksallthewaytomy"thegatesofparadise"that's

whatAmandahastoldmebefore.HestartstotonguefuckmeandalreadyIam attheedge.I

moanwhilepushinghisheadfurtherin.

Me:"goshNdaba!"

HewasholdingmedownfirmlycauseheknowsthatImoveandsquirm alot.Icum twotimes

andhelicksmyNookieandcametomystomachandkissedthere.Hesmiledandforsome

reasonIreturnedit.Hethentookoffhisclothesandgotontopofme.

Ndaba:"Igottheresults"

Hepulledmylegandputitonhisshoulder.
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Me:"and?"

Iclosedmyeyeswhileherubbedhistiponme.Ibitmybottom lip.

Ndaba:"weareclean."

Inoddedbutmymindwasn'tthere.Itwasconcentratedonthepleasure.

Ndaba:"lookatmePalesa"

Istillhadmyeyesclosed.

Ndaba:"Palesangithengibuke(PalesaIsaidlookatme)"

Ididlookathim.Helickedhislips.Ijustwanthim inalready.

Me:"Ndabangiyakucela(Ndabaplease)

Ndaba:"ucelani?(pleasewhat?)"

Me:"makelovetome,fuckmepleaseenterme"

Ibitmybottom lip.

Ndaba:"anyoneentered?"

Ishookmyhead.

Ndaba:"letmeseeformyself"

HeenteredmeandwentindeepandIbitonhisshouldersubsidingmydesiretojustscream.I

can'tgetoverhim anytime.Hestartstomoveslowlyandlooksatme.

Ndaba:"fuckPalesa"

Me:"yes"

Ndaba:"youareminealone"

Inoddedwithtears.

Me:"ohmyGod"heincreasedhispace

.

.

.

.
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.Tobecontinued

Insert58

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Aftereveryonehasleftwecleanedupandthenwewenttotellgotandsurprisinglyshewas

happybedendedupprayingbeforewewentupthestairs.Wegotinthebedroom andIthrew

myselfonthebedandhehoveredoverme.Ilookedathim.

Nkonzo:"youseem tired"

Me:"Iam "

Helaysnexttome.

Iturnedtohim andlookedatmyring.ItwasreallybeautifulandIcouldn'tbelievethatIam

gettingmarried.HeheldmyhandandIlookedathim andkissedhislips.

Me:"thankyouforseeingmeworthytocarryyourseedsandbeyourbetterhalf."

Hekissedmyhands.

Nkonzo:"Iseenooneworthofthatbutyou"

IsmileandgotoffthebedandwenttolockthedoorandIopenedsomemusiconthespeaker.I

starteddancingthoughIcan't.IgotclosertoNkonzowhilesinginganddancingby.

Me:"umbizemayfohlo

Umbizuthululu,umthandebabawam

Eb'hleninasebubini"

HechuckledandpulledmetohislapandIgiggled.

Nkonzo:"youaresoyoungforthistypeofmusic"

Me:"yetIgrewuparoundgogo"
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Heputmeonthebedandwenttochangethemusic

"Iwannateaseyou

Iwannaclingyou

Iwannashowyoubaby,thatIneedyou

Andwhocanloveyoulikeme(Nobody)

Andwhocansexyoulikeme(nobody)

Whodoyoulikememybaby(Nobody)

Nobodybaby

Whocantreatyoulikeme.(Nobody)

Andwhocangiveyouwhatyou(nobody)

Whocandoyouallnightlong(nobody)

Nobodybaby."

Ibitmybottom lipashetookoffhist-shirtandcameclosertomeandkissedmylipsandI

returnedit.

Nkonzo:"let'stestthebed."

Me:(smiling)forhowmanytimes?"

Nkonzo:"tillit'suncomfortablethenwebuyanewoneandtestthatone."

Me:"onlyifwewillpaintballtomorrow"

Nkonzo:"sure",

Thateasy.Hayicravingsshalldowonders.Ikissedhim whileputtingmyhandsonhisneckas

NobodybyKeithsweatisplayinginthebackground.Hetookoffmytopandhisfingers.His

touchleftmeinwonderslikeit'shisfirsttimehandlingme.[Contentfoundinthegroup]Insert

58

.

.

*LANDISWA*
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HissoftkissesreachedmyneckasIinhaledhismanlyscentthatismuskedonmeatthe

moment.Heistakinghistimeliketheclockjuststoppedandwehaveallthetimeintheworld.

"Iwantthenight

Formeandyou

Socomeherebaby

Andletmedoittoyou.

Don'tbeafraid,causeIwon'tbite.

Ipromisetogiveittoyoujustthewayyoulike.

Andwhocanloveyoulikeme.(nobody)

Whocansexyoulikeme(nobody)

Whocantreatyoulikememybaby(nobody)

Nobodybaby"

Thesongkeptonplayingandit'snotdoinganyjusticetotheheatthatisabouttoburnme.He

takesoffmytopandunclipsmybarandremovesitbeforehesoftlykissesbetweenmytwins

andhegoestomybellyshiversgodownmyspineandhetakesoffmyJeanandhelooksatme.

Healwayswantstobeincontrol.Isitupandpushhim whilegettingoffthebedandsithim on

thecouch.IgoonmykneesandIremovehispantsandboxerswhilestaringathim andhe

seemsamusedbythis.Hisdickspringsoutpoppingvainsandcoveredinprecum andIputmy

handsonitandhisbreathinghaschanged.MylipsfititandmytoungeswilslikeIam lickinga

vanillaflavouredicecream sundaefrom aspoon.Hisheadrollsbackandhecurses.The

warmthnessofmytongueonhiscockismakinghim swearlikehewenttolearninaschoolof

swearing.Hishandgoestomyhairandherunshisfingersbeforehehasafistfull.

Nkonzo:"fuckLandiswa"

Iupmypacestilllookingathim anddeepthroatinghim forenjoyment.

Nkonzo:"fuckLandiswaIam gonnacum "

Imovedawayfrom him whiletakingtherestofmyclothesoff.Iwaswetandcouldn'twaitfor

him tobeinsidehim.Hejerkedoffandcamerollinghisheadback.Iremovedtherestofhis

clothesandgotonhim.Helookedatmeandheldmyfaceandkissedme.ireturneditandbroke

thekisswhiledirectinghiscocktomyhoneyjar.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Islippeditinandstartedmoving



388

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

..

.

.

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

.

Thesunisblindingmyeyesalready.Iopenthem slowlywhilerunningmyeyesandIfeellighter

andrefreshedyetIhaven'tfreshenedupasyet.Mybedroom dooropensandNdabawalksin

holdingatrayfullofascrumptiousbreakfast.Heplaceditonthedresserandpulledmetohim

whilekissingmyforehead.

Ndaba:"goodmorning"

Me:"wowyoumadebreakfast"

Hechuckled.

Ndaba:"ngindodayomZulu,Ican'tmakebreakfast(Iam aZuluman)"

Me:"rightandIam aTswanagirlwhospeaksZulu"

Hechuckled.

Ndaba:"ifyouwantmetolearnhow tomakebreakfastyoushouldteachme."

Helickedhislipsandfedmeastrawberryfrom thefruitsalad..

Me:"right.."

HechuckledasIgotoffthebednakedandwenttothebathroom Ibrushedmyteethand

washedmyfacethenwenttotakeaquickshower.Igotoutandwentoutandhewasonhis

phone.Helookedatme.
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Me:"don'teventhinkaboutit."

Hesmirked.IwenttothewardrobeandtookoutwhatIneededwhichwasashortandtop.

NdabastoodupandcametowardsmeandchangedwhatIhadchosen.

Me:"it'shot"

Ndaba:"wearadress"

Me:"Iam notyourwife"

Ndaba:",IknowbutIwanttoaccessyoueasyorwecanjuststaynakedthewholeday"

Me:",youareherethewholeday?"

Ndaba:"yeah.Justtospendtimewithyouandwatchthosesillygirlcryingmovies"

Me:"chickflick",

Ndaba:"that"

Me:"inthatcase"

Itookoutaminiskirt"

Istartedgettingdressedandworemytoptoo.

Ndaba:"damnIneedtomakeyoupregnant"

Me:"ayi"

IbendtopackuptheclosedIthrewonthefloorandIfelthishandsonmywaistandhelifted

myminiskirt.

Me:"Ndaba"

Hespankedme.

Me:"ah",

Ifeltmywallsgettingwarm clenchingonthismeatthatisinparadise.Therestwashistory.

.

.

.
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Tobecontinued

Insert59

.

.

.

Wehavejustgottentowherewearegoingtoplaypaintball.IkeptonremindingNkonzothathe

agreedtomeplayingbutheishearingnonofthatandIam hearingnonofthataswellsowe

willsee.WearejustwaitingforPalesaandNdabasincetheyhaven'tarrivedanditsoundedlike

theyforgotthatwearedoingpaintballtodayornot?Butanywaywearejustheadingupandwe

seethem comingtowardsus.

Amanda:"beendadeyishgalyouonfire"

Palesa:"sorrywearelate.Totallyslippedmymind."

Noma:"wearelate.Hhetakethem girl"

Welaughed.XolileisalwaysQuiet.

Amanda:"goandchangeanddon'tpumpababyinyouplease"

Palesa:"Ntandoisyoung"

Xolile:"DoesMuziknowyousleepingwithsomeone.?"

Palesa:"wherediditconcernhim ?"

Xolile:"youarehisbabymama"

Welookedather

Amanda:"doyouwantMuzitosleepwithherthen,phelayouseem todon'tmindifhehelpshis

babymamaoutifsheissexuallyfrustrated"

Shekeptquiet.

Amanda:"exactly.Farm Julietgocufyourmanbeforewecitygirlsshowyouflames."

Me:"Amanda"

Xolilewalkedaway.
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Me:"thatwasrudeAmanda"

Noma:"sheisforward"

Palesa:"withstinkingattitude"

Amanda:"Thisain'tKhanyisaKwazulu-NatalthisisGauteng.Pretoria.Iwillshowhergetto"

Welaughed.

Me:"youaresoextra"

Palesa:"sheshouldjustshutup"

Me:"youok"

Shefinishedchangingandwewenttojointheguys.NtsikastoodinfrontofusandNkonzoheld

mywaist.

Ntsika:"sosinceweareallherewearegonnabedividedintotwoteams.Iwasthinkingboys

andgirlsbutlet'sgointopairs."

Amanda:"explainfurther"

Noma:"wearebecauseofournewlyengagedcouple"

Theycheered.

Ntsika:"theyaretheredteam andtherestwewillbeoutintoteams"

Palesa:"team colours?"

Ntsika:"redandBlueteam.Toseethecolourofyourteam mateswehaveredandblue

bandanas."

HehandedtheredbandanastousandIworeitasaheadband.

Ntsika:"okMongeziandAmandayouaretogetherandintheredteam "

Hegavethem thebandanas.

Ntsika:"XoliandMuziinblueteam.PalesaandNdabainblueteam thenmeontheblueteam

andNomaonthered"

Everyonegotwhattheyneeded.Wegotintoourteams.

Nkonzo:"stayclosetome."

Me:"Iam notachild.Icanplay"
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Nkonzo:"butyouarecarryingmykidsandyouaremybaby"

Irolledmyeyesblushing.HehatesifIrollmyeyes.

Nkonzo:"Iwillletitslidethisonce."

Me:"comelayithere"

Helaidaperk.

Amanda:"weknowy'allloveeachother."

Me:"Mongishutherupwithakissplease"

Amanda:"youwouldn'tdare"

ShesaidlookingatMongeziwhosmirkedandwelaughed.

Ntsika:"whenyouheartheshotthenthegamestarts."

Westoodinpositions.Behindbarrels.Theshotwentoffandtheshootingbegan.

.

.

.

Palesa:"Iswearam ItheonlyonewhosawAmandaandMongipumpingababysomewhere"

Amanda:"(throwingherbottle)Iwillhityouwena"

Welaughed.

Mongezi:",notbadPalesa"

Amandasulked.B

Me:"thiswasfun"

Noma:"thoughNkonzomadesureyoudon'thaveasingle.Paintonyou"

Nkonzo:"it'scalledprotectingyourwoman"

Muzi:"IagreeBack"

Theyfistbumped.
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Ntsika:"nowwecanplanaBachelor'sparty"

Noma:"andabacheloretteparty"

Me:"don'tforgetbabyshower"

Everyonegasped.

Mongezi:"arethereanysurprisesyouwannatellus?"

Amanda:"(hittinghim )Mongezi"

Heshrugged.

Ntsika:"cheerstogoodthings.

Wemadeatoastthenwecarriedoneatingandtalking.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert60

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

Thepaintballtripwasn'tfunatallandIdon'twanttospendsometimewiththosegirlsever

again.Muziisworkingfrom hometodayandIdon'treallyhaveanyclassessowewillbe

together.Ifelthandswraparoundmywaistandakissonmycheek.Ikeptquietandcarriedon

withcooking.

Muzi:"youhavebeenawfullyquietsinceyesterday"

Me:"Iam fine"

Iclosedthepotafterstudyingandwenttothesinktowashthedishes.
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Muzi:"youdon'tseem fine."

Me:"PalesaissleepingwithNdaba,Iheardthem "

Muzi:".Idon'tseeaproblem withthat"

Iturnedtohim .

Me:"youdon'tcareifanyoneissleepingwithyourbabymama"

Muzi:"Babymamaasyouhavesaiditnotgirlfriendorwife.Whydoyouhaveaproblem with

that?"

Hefoldedhisarms.

Me:"whatiftheyhavesexinfrontofNtandoexposinghim tothat"

Muzi:"PalesaknowsbetterandsoasNdaba.Youseem touched"

Iturntothedishes.

Muzi:"whatiswrongreallycauseIcanSenseavibebetweenyouandthegirls.Especially

Landiswa"

Yohit'slikemyangerbrewedfrom thementionofthatname.

Me:"what'stherenottolike?"

Muzi:"XolileIam gettingtiredofyourattitudeandIam notyourfriend"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"thengotoLandiswathenifyoutiredofme!"

Ishouted.

Muzi:"whyareyoushouting?"

Me:"CausedeepdownIknowyouwantLandiswamorethanme!"

Muzi:"Ididn'tevenfuckensaythat.Youknowwhatletmego"

Heturned

Me:"whereareyougoing?"

Muzi:"toLandiswaorbetteryetagirlfriendwhowon'tthrowthingsatmyface"

HewalkedoffandIsankdowncrying.Ipushedhim allbecauseifmyinsecurities.Iknowhim

andLandiswadatedbeforetheyfoundouttheyarerelatedbutIcan'thelpthinkthatonedayshe
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willsnatchMuziawayfrom meandnowIpushedhim.Istoodupandwenttotakemyphone

andcallhim maybetoapologisebutitwenttovoicemail.WhathaveIdone.Icried.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

Workisreallytiringsometimeswhenyouhavetocrackacasethatyoujustgetlostin.Imean

everylawyerouttherewanttoberecognizedandbethebestoutthereandthatwhywetryour

verybesttodoso.IfyouplaydirtyIbelieveIwillplaydirtytoojustsoIcandowhat'sright.A

knockcamefrom mydoorbutIdidnotdaretomovemyeyesfrom what'sinfrontofmebutI

simplysettledfora......

Me:"comein!"

Thedooropenedandthatpersonentered.From themuskymanlyscentIknewwhoitwas.I

knowthatscent.IliftedmyheaduptomeethiseyesandhehasasmirkonhisfaceandIfrown.

Heclosesthedoorandwalksinfurther.Istoodupwhiletakingthegunfrom mydrawerbuthe

gottomefastandheldmyhandswhilepullingmetohischest

Me:'letgoofme."

Mandla:"Iam notanenemyAmanda"

Me:"leavemyhandsalone"

Hecaressesmycheek.

Mandla:"Imissyou"

Me:"wellIdon't"

Mandla:"leavingyouwasabigmistake"

Me:"awuandyouthoughtwhenyourealizedthatyouaregonnawaltzback"

Mandla:"youarealwaysmine"

Me:"correctionIam nobody's"
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Hesmiled

Mandla:"yourfiestynessturnsmeon"

Me:"fokof"

IsteppedonhisItalianshoeswithmysissygirlblackstilettosandhegroanedlettinggoofmy

handsandItriedreachingformygunbutheheldmyweaveandIcriedout.

Me:"wenaslimauyayaziIbizaMalinilento?(Youfooldoyouknowhowmuchthiscosts)"

Mandla:"youhavegottentoobigforyourshoes"

Hisfistwasholdingmyweavetight.Yohitwaspainful.Iscreamedabutandheturnedme

aroundandslappedmeandIwentdown.Iheldmycheekandlookedathim indisbelief.

Me:"didyoujust?Didyoujustslapme?MinaAmandaRhadebe?TheeAmanda?"

Myangerbrewed.

Mandla:"Ineedtoshowyouwhoisthemancauseitseemsyouhaveforgotten"

HechargedtowardsmeandIgotupquickandrantothevaseandtookitandthrewitathis

faceandithithim beforeitwenttothefloor.Hegroaned.

Mandla:"fuckAmanda!"

Itookmyphoneandkeyswhilehehadhishandsonhisfacethenhelookedatmewithblood

drippingonhisface.Iwasscared.IsthisthesamemanIusedtolove?Ilookedatthedoorand

hedashedtherefastandlockedit.NowIam stuck.Irantothebathroom andgoodthingIwas

fastenoughandthenIlockedit.iwasshakingwhilehebangedthedoor.

Mandla:"openupAmandabeforeIbreakthisdoor!!!"

HeroaredandItookmyphonewithmyhandsshakingandIwenttomycontactsanddialedhis

number.Heansweredonthefirstring.

Mongezi:"wifey"

Me:"(crying)Pleasecomegetme.Heisgonnakillme."

Mongezi:"(shuffling)whatisthatbanging?shitIam gonnabetherein10minuteshangonwho

am Ikidding5"

Me:"Stoptalkingandjustcome"

Hechuckledandhungup.

Bang!bang!Bang!
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Mandla:"whenIopenthisdoorAmandaIam gonnateachyoualesson!!"

HekeptonbangingwhileIplacedupanddownthebathroom likeIam alunitic.Eventhe

stingingsensationonmycheekdidn'tdisturbbebecauseIhadbiggerproblems.Istopped

walkingaroundwhenIheardabangmeaningheistryingtoopenthedoor.

Me:"Mongeziwhereareyou"

Therewassilenceaftersometime.Aknockstartledmefrom thebathroom.

"Amandaopenupitme.Heisgone"

Iunlockthedoorslowlywhileholdingatoweljusttostranglewhoeverthatisiftheyattack.The

doorpushedopenandIsteppedbackanddroppedthetowelandthenrantohisarmsandI

cried.

Mongezi:"shhit'sok.Iam here"

HecaressesmybackandthenIremovemyselffrom him andhecupsmyface.

Mongezi:"hedidthat?"

Inoddedandheheldme.

Mongezi:"it'sok.Iam herenow"

Itfeltgoodtobetakencareofandhavesomeonestrongforyouandyoujustbeweakand

vulnerable.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert61

.

.

.

*PALESA*



398

.

.

.

Me:"Iam gladNtandoiscomingbacktomorrow.Iam solonely"

Ndaba:"youwanttomoveinwithmethensinceyouarelonely?"

Iliftmyheadfrom hischestandlookathim."

Me:"wearejustshaggingnothingmore"

Iconcerntratebackonthetv.

Ndaba:"areyouhintingyouwantsomethingmore?"

Me:"no"

Hechuckled.

Ndaba:"celaungibuke(pleaselookatme)"

Ilookedathim andheperkedmylipsandcaressesmycheek.

Ndaba:"Ididsomethingandwhenthenewscometoyou.Don'tbeirrationalbutucabange

ukuthingikufunakangakananieduzekwam (thinkofhowmuchIwantyounexttome)"

Igavehim aquestioninglook.

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ndaba:"Imean...."

Hisphonedisturbedhim andhetookitoutwhilesittingupandIalsosatup

Ndaba:"Ndoda"

Ndabaissoconfusing.Soquietyetwhenhespeaksheisauthoritiveandmakeshispointbe

raised.LikeisatruedefinitionofAZulumanashehasalotofthosequalities.

Ndaba:"Iam coming"

Hehungupandworehisshoesandstoodup.

Me:"youweresaying?"

Ndaba:"(perkingmylips)Sokhulumamangibuya(wewilltalkwhenIcomeback)"
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Ifrownedandhewasoutinasecond.Isatbacktheretryingtoreplayhiswordsandfindout

whathemeans.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

OkIdidsaythatitfeltgoodbeingtakencareoffforassecondbythisnowistoomuchreally.

Me:"youcantakemehome"

Mongezi:"afterwhathappenedIam notlettingyououtofmysight"

Me:"butIam notababyMongezi"

Mongezi:"youareawomanIam amanandit'smydutyasyourmantoprotectyou"

Me:"Idon'twantyoutoprotectme"

Hegavemeaspinechillinglook.

Mongezi:"Iwasn'tasking"

Hiselectricgateopenedandhiscardrovein.Ifoldedmyarms.HeparkedthecarandIgotout

bangingthedoor.WhodoesMongezithinkheis.Ifeltagriponmyupperarm andheturnedme

around.

Mongezi:"DroptheattitudeAmandaitdoesn'tsuityoutoday"

Me:"it'snotmenttosuityou"

Hechuckledandputhandsinhispocket.

Mongezi:"NCNCAmanda"

Me:"whatMongezi?"

Heshrugged.Thatboiledmeforsomereason.

Me:"Nx"
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HepulledmebymywaisttohischestandIwassquirmingtogetoutoffhisgrip.

Me:"letmegoMongezi"

Mongezi:"lookatme"

Ididn'tbutkeptonresistingandhetookouthisotherhandfrom hispocketandheldmycheek

softlyandthenkissedme.Istoppedmoving.Istoppedresistingfrom hisgripwhilehiswarm

tenderlipsdevourednineandourtonguesslowlyintertwined.Bubblesfilledmystomachfor

someoddreasonbutitfeltgoodandspinechilling.Iputmyhandsonhischestandbrokethe

kiss.Helickedhislipsandbuthisbottom lip.ForthefirsttimeIwasshy.Heliftedmyfaceto

lookuptohim.

Mongezi:"Iam herenowandIwillprotectyouandmakeyouhappylikeitsthelastdayonearth

andthatIsapromise."

Heperkedmyforeheadandletgoofmywaistandwalkedinsidethehouse.Iwasrootedwhere

Iwaslookingathisdirection.Itwasn'tanaskbutcommandinaway.Idon'tknowwhybutIjust

smiledshakingmyheadbeforegoinginside.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

MythroatissoreandIhavebeenfeelingdizzyaftereachtimemyheadvisitedthetoilet.Ieven

decidedtostayintheresoIwon'tbeabletodoupanddowns.Ifeltitcomingagainandallmy

foodlandedinthetoilet.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Thisfeelsawful.IfelthishandonmybackandIlifteditandheclosedtheseatandgaveme

waterthatIrinsedmymouthwiththenIstoodupandwenttothesink.Ibrushedmyteethand

turnedtohim.Hehasbeenquietsincelastnightwhenhewenttoseehisfather.Hesatonthe

toiletseatandIgavehim alook.

Me:"areyouok?"

Nkonzo:"comehere"

Iwenttohim andhesatmeonhislapandtookmyhandwiththeengagementring.Heplayed
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withit.

Me:"yoursilencekillsme"

Hesighedandlookedintomyeyes.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:",Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiled.Heputhishandonmystomachandrubbeditwhilesmiling.Iheldhishand.

Me:"talktome,"

Heclearedhisthroat.

Nkonzo:"Ihavetoleavesoon"

Ifrowned.

Me:"whensoon?"

Hescratchedhishead.

Me:"Nkonzo"

Hesighed.

Nkonzo:"tomorrow"

Istoodupfrom hislapbuthepulledmeback.

Nkonzo:"let'stalk"

Me:"thereisnothingtotalkaboutbecausealreadyyouareleaving."

Nkonzo:"tellmehowyoufeel"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatterhowIfeelcauseIcan'tchangeathing"

Iremovedhisarmsandgotoffhim andwalkedoutofthebathroom .Hegotouttoo.

Nkonzo:"Landiswatalktome"

Me:"weareengaged,weareexpectingNkonzobutyouwanttojustupandleave?"

Nkonzo:"Idon'twanttobutIdon'thavechoice"

Me:"wealwayshaveachoice"
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Nkonzo:"butIcan'tchangethisdecision.Myhandsaretied."

Me:"thisisaboutyouonlythisisn'taboutus"

IwasshakingInangerbuttearsjustcameout.Hesteppedcloserandembracedme.

Nkonzo:"Iam doingitforourkidsandyouaswell.It'snotaboutmebutourfamily"

Hewipemytearsandperkedmylips

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HekissedmylipsandIreturnedthekissthenwebrokeit.

Me:"forhowlong?"

Hesighed.

Nkonzo:"Idon'tknow.IwassupposedtoleaveinmonthstimebutdadtoldmeyesterdaythatI

am leaving"

Me:",todowhat?"

Hetraceshisfingersonmylips.

Nkonzo:"youdon'tknowhowmuchIloveyouandhateseeingyoucry"

Me:"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"baby"

Me:"let'sgetmarried"

Hestopstracinghisfingersonmylips.

Nkonzo:"doyouwantto?"

Me:"yes.Iwannabeyourwifebeforeyouleave"

Hesmiledandshowedhisdimpleoff.HepickedmeupandIgiggledwhilehewasspinningme.

Nkonzo:"fuckIloveyouMrsMkhizetobe"

Me:"IloveyouMrMkhize"

.

.
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.

Tobecontinued

Insert62

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Thisisit.AdayIdreamedaboutgoingthroughinthenext18yearstocomewhenNtombiisall

grown.WhenIknowIhavedoneaJobwelldonebeingthebestmotherIcanbetoherandnow.

Iam standinghere.InfrontofthemirrorsmilingandIwipemytears.It'snotsomethingbiglikea

weddingdaybutit'smorethanthat.It'sthedaywhereIhavemyotherhalf.Someonewhowill

loveandprotectusnomatterwhat.Ifeelsogrownandthis.Thisfeelslikethebestpresent

ever.Theknockonthedoordisturbsmefrom mythoughtsandgogocomesin.

Gogo:"angazinijaheni(Idon'tknowwhyyouarerushing)"

Me:"howdideverythinggo?"

WellsincewewantedtogetmarriedthissoonNkonzowantedtopaylobolawhichisGogoand

BabuMzimelawhoisthegardenman.ThatmanissohumbleandMongezi.Hewasangryat

firstmainlybecauseitwasshortnoticeandsecondlyItookhim awayfrom hisnewboo.He

doesn'tknowafterthisIam gettingmarriedlegallytoNkonzo.

Gogo:"everythingwentwell"

Inodded.

Gogo:"Nkonzoiswaitingforyou."

Ifiddledwithmyfingers.

Me:"Ican'tbelievewearedoingthis.Ican'tbelievehisisleavingrightafter.I.Can'tbelieveit

gogo"
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Shehuggedme.

Gogo:"Iam proudofyouMntanami"

Icalmed.

Me:"Iam scared"

Gogo:"marriageisn'teasy.Peoplegothroughdifferentthingsthroughmarriage.Whatyouand

Nkonzohadbeforewasn'tthat.It'smorethanthat.IknowIneverbeenmarriedbeforebutI

knowrespecting,supporting,honestyand.Lovingsomeoneissomethingincludedthere"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ican'tevenaskmom "

Sheholdsmycheeks."

Gogo:"Iknowthatyourmothermaysayalot.ButIlovehowyoustillloveher"

Me:"sheismymother.Thatwillneverchange."

Anotherknockcamein.

MaZulu:"silindeNina(wearewaitingforyou)"

Wenoddedandprayedhuggedbeforewalkingouttothecar.Wegotinanditdroveoff.

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

NdabahadbeengonesinceyesterdaybutIdon'tmindreallyifhegoesaweekbecauseNtando

isbackandheisheresoastheQueenMother.Thiswomanislovelyshame.Iwasinthe

kitchenmakingmilkforNtando.Helooksfatnow.

Queen:"ourfutureKing"

Ismiled.

Me:"(sittingdown)Shouldn'tMenzihaveasoninordertobeking?"
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Queen:"Idon'tmindreally.IfitwasuptomethenSipheskhuluwouldbeQueen"

Ismiled.

Me:"that'snicereallyitshouldhavebeenconsidered."

Shesmiledandtookthebottlefrom myhandsandFedNtando.

Queen:"NganekaGogo.Uyambonaugogoufreshkanjani(gogo'sbaby.Youseeyour

grandmotherissofresh)"

Webothlaugh

Me:"Veryandbeautiful"

Queen:"thankyoumychild"

Sheisaginggracefully.Myphoneringswhilewearetalkingandit'sMom.

Me:"excusemecanItakethis?"

Queen:"sure"

Istoodupandwalkedtomyroom .

Me:"mamaeverythingok?"

Mom :"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Iam ok"

Shesighs.Iam sweating.

Mom :"abakwaKheswabanesicelo(theKheswa'shaveaproposal)"

Kheswa?Iwasstillthinking

Me:"Kheswa?"

Mom:"yestheKheswa'sPalesa.IstheresomethingyouwanttotellmebeforeItalkfurther?"

Shedidn'tsoundgood.Iwassweating.Ntando,inevertoldmymotherIwaspregnant.

Me:"ngiyaxolisamahbengizithwele.Nginomntana(Iam sorrymom.Iwaspregnant.Ihavea

child)"

Ihearherclapherhands.

Mom :"Iam sodisappointedinyouPalesa.Yourfatheristurningeverywhereinhisgrave."
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Me:"iam sorry"

Mom :"whoisthefather?"

Me:"MuzikayiseQwabe"

Sheexclaimed.

Mom :"ebukhosini?(From royalty?)

Me:"youknowthem ?"

Mom :"Iam inKznPalesaofcauseIknowKhanyisaroyalty"

Me:",oh"

Mom :"fanelebazohlawula(theyhavetocomeandpaythedamages)"

Me:"yesmom "

Mom :",Iam disappointedPalesabuthappyatthesametimethatanothermanwouldaskfor

yourhandinmarriage"

Me:"eh"

Myphonerangandtherewasanincomingcall.Thenitclicked.

Mom :"yesinThursdayIwantyouheresowecanprepare"

Me:"uhm mahokcanwetalklater?"

Mom :"ok"

Ihungupandansweredthecall.

Me:"uyangijwayelakabiYazwena(youareshiftingonmeyouknow)"

Iwasfuming.

Ndaba:"hellotoyoutoo"

Me:"reallyyoujusthadtosendanotherhomeaboutmarriagewhenwearenotdatingweare

hittingeachotherdon'tyouunderstand!"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Iam talkingtoyouNdaba"

Ndaba:"Iknow.Iam justwaitingforyoutofinishshouting"
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Me:"Iam goingformarriageNdabaIstillwanttogobacktovarietyandstudythenIgetmy

degreeandworkbeforethinkingifmarriage.Ifyouwantedustohavearelationshipyoushould

havecourtmeke",

Ndaba:"PalesaIam toooldforcourtship.Indabazokutshelasengadlula(thethingofcourting

youhihavelongpassedit.)IwanttosettledownaswellhavesomeoneIcantakecareoff.you

willstillgotoschoolandachieveallyouwantandstillbemywife"

Me:"Ndaba"

Isaidsoftly.

Me:"NdabanooffencebutyouareaShakaZuluwifeononkneeswithatraysayingbabakind

ofman"

Helaughed.

Ndaba:"wow.Imaycomefrom NkandlabutIam mordern.IdohaveZulumanQualities

becauseIam aZulumanbecausethat'swhoIam."

Me:"KodwaNdabazamadodaKheswa"

Ndaba:"ngiyakuthandayezwa.Sobuyesikhulumekumelengiphuthume(Iloveyouok.?Wewill

talklaterthereissomewhereIhavetorush)"

Me:"wearenotdone"

Healreadyhungup.Iscreamedonthepillowwhilerollingonmybedthenlookedattheceiling.

HisShakaZuluQualitiesdoesturnmeonattimes.Ifoundmyselfsquealingandimagingme

,him andNtandoin"our"home.

Me:"Ndabawhatareyoudoingtome"

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

ThecarstoppedattheMagistratecourttheehighcourtinPretoria.WowIfeelgoosebumpsall



408

overmybody.GogoheldmyhandandIsmiledwhiletherewasmenwhowerestandinginfront

oftheblackcarsinnavymilitaryoutfitsandIlookedbackatgogo.

Gogo:"let'sgo"

ThedriveropenedforgogoandNtsikaopenedforme.

Ntsika:"firstlady"

Ismiled.

Me:"hiNtsika"

Ntsika:"hewillbeknockedof"

Me:"hayiit'sjustasimpledress"

Ntsika:"butyouarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou.Wow"

Ntsika:"Hepulledsomestringsfast.Hereallyiseagerinmakingyouhiswife"

Me:"Ican'twait"

Iwasdressedinawhiteladyfairylikedressthatreachedmyknees.Itexposedthebackand

curledmyhairafterwashingitandIputabutofmakeupandthenworewhitewedges.It's

simplereally.Wewalkedinsidethecourtandwenttothecourtroom andtherehewas.He

turnedwhenthedooropened.Therewasapastorthereandsomeguyaswell.Gogoand

MaZulujustululatedandwelaughedbitandwegottohim.

Ntsika:"sheisallyours"

Nkonzo:"Wow"

Iblushed

Pastor:"canwestart?"

Wenodded.

Pastor:"whoareyourwitnesses?"

WepointedatGogo,MaZuluandNtsika.

Henoddedandthewholethingstarted.Idon'twanttoboreyouintheintroductionsevenour

vowswewilldothem intheactualday.Fornowwejustwanttogetmarried.

Pastor:"infrontofGod,Jesus,theholyspiritandwitnessesInowpronounceyouhusbandand
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wife.Youmaykissyourbride."

Ntsika:"kissherproperlycauseit'syourlastforalongtime."

Welaughedandhesteppedcloserandwesharedakiss.TheyululatedthenwebrokeitandI

wasshy.Ihidmyfaceonhischestandhebrushedmyback.Thisisit.Iam MrsMkhizeand

hereismyhusbandleaving.Ourfirsttrial.TearsleftmyeyesandIre!overmyselffrom his

chestsoIwon'truinhismilitaryuniform.Itmakeshim lookgoodalotactually.

Nkonzo:"babydon'tcry"

Heheldmycheeks.

Me:"Iam happyandsadatthesametime"

Nkonzo:"metoo.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wekissedagainandewipedmytearsbeforewewalkedoutandtherewasahelicopterandhis

fatherwasstandingthere.Hesighedandtunedtomeandkneeledinfrontofme.

Nkonzo:"Iwillbegoneforalittlewhilemysoldiers.(Igiggled)butdaddypromisestobeback.

Takecareofmywife.SheisallIgot"Iwastouchedanhekissedmylittlebump.Hestoodup

andIhuggedHim .

Me:"Iprayyoubesafe"

Nkonzo:"lookinsideyourring"

Idid

Me:"forever"

Itwaswrittenthatandhetookhisout.

Nkonzo:"meansIwillforeverbewithyouevenwhenyouthinkIam notIam alwaysgonnastick

byyou"

Wehuggedankissed.

Baba:"theplanewaitsforus."

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"weloveyou"

Hestartedwalkingtothehelicopterandboarded.Helookedatmeafterbucklingupand

everythingandIturnedandcriedongogo.
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Gogo:"shhit'sgonnabeok"

Myheartwasheavy.

.

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

Muzihasn'tcomebackfrom lastnightanIam worriedabouthim.Ihavebeencallinghim since

heleftandIjustwantustoapologiseandrightmywrongs.Ilovehim andIam notpreparedto

loosehim.Iwasatthekitchendrinkingcoffee.Icouldn'teatanIhadanunsettlingfeelingsince

Muzileft.Maybethewayheleftmademeunsettle.TherewasaribbonthedoorbellandI

calledMartinbutnoanswer.Iputmycoffeedownandsighedbeforeheadingtothedoor.I

openedadthereweretwopoliceofficers.

Me:"hello"

Officer:"gooddaymam areyouMsLandiswaDlamini?"

Iclenchedmyjawsandheldonthehandle.

Me:"no,Iam theownerofthishouse."

Officer2:"whatrelationsdoyouhavewithMeQwabe?"

Me:"heismyboyfriend"

TheylookedTeachother"

Officer:"Maywecomein?"

Imovedoutoftheway.WhathasMuzidone.Theysettleonthecouchandaswell"

Me:"istheresomethingwrong?"

Officer2:"wecamebearingnotsogoodnews"
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Me:"whatiswrong?"

Iwaspanicking."

Officer:"MrMuziQwabewasinvolvedinacaraccidentlastnight"

Igaspedwhileshaking

Me:"whichhospitalishein.?Ineedtoseehim "

Isaidstandingansoarethey.

Officer:"Iam sorrymamahedidn'tmakeit.Hediedonthescene"

Iswearit'slikeabigwindpushedmetothefloorasIsankandcried.

Me:"nonoMuzican'tdie"

Ifeltlikeairleftmybody

Officer2:"isthereanyfamilymemeberwecancall"?

Ididn'thearanythingafterthat

.

.

.

Insert63

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

Isawherturnherlittleheadawayasthehelicopterwentupandmyheartbroke.Ifitwasupto

meIwouldhavestayedbutIdon'thaveachoice.Ilookedtomyringandstartedplayingwithit.

IsighedandlookedoutthewindowthinkingthatImightmissthosemonthsweshouldbe

togetherin..Iam gladshewantedtobemywifebeforeIleave."Wife"wowIhavethat.Whata

niceringtoitanditjustsoothesmysoulinaway.WearrivedatORThamboairport.Therewere
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menwaitingforusaswejumpedoff.

Soldier:"General"

Me:"wherearewegoingforourtraining?"

Istoppedandturnedlookingbackandhopingthisisadream.ThatIwouldstillhaveherinmy

arms.

Soldier:"ColumbiafirstthenRussia"

Me:"let'sgetgoingthen."

Iboardedontheprivatejet.Ntsikagotinandsatnexttome.Istillplayedaroundmyringwhile

lookingoutside.

Ntsika:"it'sgonnabegood"

Hepattedmyback

Me:",it'stoughleavingher"

Ntsika:"Dawillmakesuresheisok"

Me:",it'snotthesame"

Hebecamesilentandthehostesscametoaskusifweneedanything.Ifyoucanspeedupthis

andmakemecomebackhomeforLandiswathenIcantalk.IhopewhenIcomebackIcan

separatemyworkmodeandhowIshouldbeathome.Iwillbetrainedtoberuthlessanddon't

haveaheart.Ididn'thaveoneuntilLandiswafoundoneinme.Theplanetookoffsoon.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Painafterpain.IneverthoughtMuziwoulddososoon.ItwasthedayNkonzoleftwhenIfound

outthenewsanditwastoomuch.NomablamesXolileforbeingsostupidandthatherbrother

diedlikethatjustbecauseshehadlittleinsecuritiesaboutmeandMenzi.PoorMenziandthe

Queenarejustdisfunctional.Hewasatwinandson.Weareatthekingdom andSengwayoand
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gogojusttookustotheriverastheroyalfamilytogetcleansed.Itwillbedonetwice.The

secondtimethedayafterwehavelaidMuzitorest.Icouldn'tbelieveheisgone.Iwonderhow

Nkonzowouldfeel.Besideseverythingthathashappenedhewasmycousinandfamily.He

wasNkonzo'sbestfriend.Iwalkedinthekitchenhungryalotandtheservantsstoppedtalking

whenIwalkedin.Iclickedthekettleonandstoodtherewhilewaitingforthewatertobewarm.

Theyalllookedatme.

Me:"isthereaproblem ladies?"

Lady:"noyourhighness,ShouldImaketeaforyou?"

Me:"Iwillmanagejustfine.AndpleasecallmeLandiswa"

Theynoddedandthekettleclicked.ImadesometeaandbiscuitsforTheQueenandthenI

walkedofftothelounge.Ikneeledinfrontofherandshesmiled.Shewasn'tok.Weallarenot

ok.

Me:"hereissometeaandbiscuits"

Queen:"Iam fine."

Me:"youneedtoeat"

Gogo:",yesmyQueen"

Queen:"Ican'tstomachanything"

Iputeverythingontheside.

Me:"Iwon'tliethisisverypainful.IwishitwasanotherMuziQwabebutthebodyconfirmedit

washim."

Tearsdroppedfrom oureyes.

Me:"Ireallywishthatthingsweredifferent.Thathewasstillhere"

TheQueenpulledmetoherandwecomfortedeachother..

Gogo:"Kubobonkeothixo

Akekhoonjengawe.

Kubayincebazakhe

zimungunaphakadezimingunaphakade"

Singing.IlostNtombinowMuziisalsogone.

.
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.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

.

SoMuziisgone.Ihavenevercriedlikethatinmylife.NotbecauseIwantedhim orsomething

butformyson.GroaningupwithoutaFather.IknowthatpainbecauseIliveditandInever

wishedforhim toexperiencethat.ItouchsleepingNtando'scheekandtearsleavemyeyes.The

thoughtofconstantlywishingyourfatherwasthere.Hewon'tseehim gotoschoolforthefirst

timeorevensayhisfirstwordbuthelivestoseeason.Aminihim thatheleftbehind.

Icarriedonbrushinghim andthenthedooropened.WewereatKhanyisaKingdom.Iwasstuck

inmyroom thewholeday.IlookedupanditwasNdaba.Igotoffthebedandrushedtohim

andheengulfedmeinahug.Icried.

Me:"Thisissad."

Hewasquietbutbrushingmyback.

Me:"howwillNtandocope.Icouldn'tcopewithoutmyfather"

Ndaba:"shhitwillbeok.IknowthatIwon'tbeintheshoesofbeingNtando'sbiologicalfather

butIam willingtofatherhim "

Ilookathim andhewipesmytearsandkissesmyforehead.

Ndaba:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Ijustsmiledandburriedmyheadonhischest.

Ndaba:"lookatme,Iwannaseethatsmile"

Iliftedmyfaceandlookedathim beforehidingagainandhechuckledandNtandocried..he

hasbeencryingsincewegothereandsleptonly10minutes.

Ndaba:"Igothim "

HeletgoofmeandwenttoNtandowhowascryinghislungsoutandcradledhim inhisarms

andhecalmeddownandslept.

Me:"hehasbeencryingsincewecamehere"
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Ndaba:"meansIhavegoodhands"

Irolledmyeyes

Me:"yeahright"

Wesatinthebed.

Me:"thisismyfirsttimeseeingyouwithoutaphone"

Hetookitoutofhispocket.

Me:"Imeanlikeonit"

Ndaba:"whatIneedisrightinfrontofme"

Ismile.Ilaidmyheadonhischest..

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.ThedeathofMuzihitmereallyhard.Iblamemyselfkf.IfIdidn'targuewithhim hewouldhave

beenhere.Hewouldstillcallmehoneybunandholdmewhilekissingme.Wewouldbehereat

Khanyisajusttospendhappytimesbutthat'snotthecase.Igotintomymother'sroom.Ilaid

myheadonherlapwhilesheputherbeadworkaside.

Me:"ithurtsmah"

Mom :"itwillbeok"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowniwillcarryon"

Mom :"(sigh)KodwaMntanamiwazinikelayenaengakushadanga(Butmychildyougave

yourselftohim withouthim marryingyou)"

Ikeptquiet.

Mom :"IknowyouareinpainbutIam nothappy.Ithoughtyouweregoingtostudy"

Icried.
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Me:"Iam sorrymah"

Mom :"whatcanIsaybecausethechildisproducing"

Isatupandlookedather.

Me:",Child?"

Mom :"don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowukuthiumithi(youdon'tknowyouarepregnant)youaretoo

moodyandrudeandeattoomuchxhandIam From thevillageIcan'tbefooled"

Me:"Iam nothingbutpregnant.Muziwouldgetm thosepills."

Mom :"liftyourtopup"

Idid.Andlaidonmyback"

Mom:"whatisthisdarklikefor?Touchyourstomachandfeelthatit'shard"

Ididdothatanditwashard.Icried.OhmyGod.

Me:"mamaIdidn'tknow"

Mom :"letmegomakesometea"

Shewalkedout.Muziwhydidyouleaveme.Itouchedmystomachandcriedmore.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.wehavejustarrivedatKhanyisaandIheardthatXoliswafoughtwithMuzibecauseshehas

insecurities.Ihadmyguninmybag.YesIhadmyfareshareoffightswithMuzibutIdidn'tlike

thisXoliswaofhers.Hetreatedmygirlrighttillwhathedid.IgotoutofthecarandMongezi

followed.

Mongezi:"don'tdoanythingstupidAmanda"

Iturnedandsteppedcloserandperkedhislips.

Me:"Iwon't.Justdoingsomecleaning."
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Mongezi:"Idothecleaningandnottoday"

Me:"canwegoinalready?"

Henoddedandwewalkedin.Therewereawholelotofpeople.Probablythevilligershereto

sendtheircondolences.Ihaveneverseenaakingdom whotreatstheirpeoplesogoodlikethis

one.Therewasalotofplantsandtheyweretakenaway.IgottoNomaandLandiswaandthey

jumpedtohugme.

Me:"Iam sorrygirls"

Theysighed.

Me:"hellomyQueen"

Shesmiled.Icanimaginethepaininflictedonthissweetwoman.

Me:"canwegotoaroom ?"

Mongezi:"behave""whoarewekilling?"

Me:"

Me:"Iwill"

Wewalkedtoaroom directedbyNomaandwegotinandIclosedthedoor.

Me:"whereisPalesa?"

Noma:"inherroom.IthinksheiswithNdaba"

Me:"ohshewillhearthenewslater.Changegirlsintoblackandwearhats."

Landiswa:"wherearewegoing?"

Me:"togetridofsomeone.Weshouldhavegottenridofflongago"

Iopenedmybagandlaidthegunsonthebed.

Landiswa:"ohmyGodAmandaAreyouathug?"

Me:"Iam Morethanthat"

Shegasped.

Noma:"whoarewekilling?"

Landiswa:"wearekillingnoone.Wearenotkillers"

Weignoreher
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Me:"Xoliswagirl"

Landiswa:"Nowearedefinitelynotdoingthat.Amandayouarealawyeryoushouldknow

betterandNomayouareaprincess"

Noma:"notwhenitcomestorevenge"

Me:"yesgirlhighfive"

Landiswa:"shedidnothing"

Me:"butthinkshewastoohighforherselfwhenshewassayingMuzidrivinghim tohisgrave"

Landiswa:"shedidn'tkillhim !"

Noma:"butit'sherfault."

Shewenttothebedandtookthegunandputthem inthebag

Landiswa:"wearenotkillinganyway"

Noma:"stayoutofitthe.Ifyouwannapracticeyourholierthanthouactdoitonsomeoneelse.

Iam gonnachange"

Shewalkedoutbangingthedoor."Landiswalookedareme

Landiswa:"Iam sodisappointedinyouAmandaIexpectedmorefrom youReally"

Shewalkedout.Mxm IknowwhatshesaidhurtmeinawayandtouchedmebutthisXoliswa

girlneedstogo.Idon'tknow,goshIam confused..

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.

.

.

Insert64

.

.
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*LANDISWA*

.

.

IknownoteveryonelikesXolilebutsheisnottheonewhocausedthecaraccidentandkillMuzi.

ReallyIam fumingfrom Amanda'sbehaviour.IsearchforMongeziandtheysayheisatthe

palacegarden.IheadthatsideandIseehim sittingwithMenzi.Goodtheyarenotkillingeach

other.Iwalkeduptothem andtheyseem tobetalking.

Me:"HiMenzi"

Menzi:"Hiwow.Youareglowing"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou.Ihaven'tseenMbali"

Menzi:"sheissomewhereinside"

Me:"ohok.MongezikeepyourgirlonaleashsheIsgettingoutofcontrol"

Mongezi:"whatdidshedo?"

Me:"sheandNomaareteaminguptogoandshootXolile"

Theybothspringoutoftheirchairs.

Mongezi:"FuckAmandadoesn'tlisten"

Menzi:"let'srushtothem beforeit'slate"

Werushedinside.Theywerey'allandsotheirstepswerewayaheadofmine.Iwasreallytrying

tokeepupwiththem.Whenwegottotheroom theywereintheywerealreadychanged.

MongeziheldAmandabythewaist.

Mongezi:"ngitheningokuhlupha(whatdidIsayaboutyoumisbehaving)"

Amanda:"Nothing"

Sheshotmeaneye.

Noma:"Amandayouaregonnafindmeinthecar"

Shetookthebag.

Menzi:"nooneisleavingthisroom "
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HesteppedinfrontofNoma.

Noma:"MenziIdon'twannafightyou"

Menzi:"ShouldIcalldad?

Noma:"I...I"

Shekeptquiet.

Mongezi:"Landiswayoucanleave.

Iwalkedoutoftheroom.Youtoomuchdramalately.Iwentuptomyroom.Ifeeltiredandmy

feetareswollen.IclosethedoorandIthrowmyselfonthebed.Itouchedmystomach.

Me:"Youbabiesareshowingmeflames"

Igiggledandthensighedwhilelookingatmyring.Itrytobestrongbutitprovestobedifficult.

Myphoneringsandit'sanunknownnumber.Itakeitandanswerit.

Me:"Hello"

"Firstlady"

Me:"Ntsikahi"

Ntsika:"howareyouholdingup?"

Isighed

Me:"sofarstillintact"

Ntsika:"Isee."

Ibitmybottom liptryingtonotgetemotionalfornoreason

Ntsika:"heisgood.Iam keepinganeyeonhim foryou.IheardaboutMuzi"

Me:"howdoeshefeel?"

Ntsika:"hedoesn'tknow.Itwilldistracthim andhewouldflydownthere"

Me:"isthatabadthing?"

Ntsika:"yes.Itwilldelayhim tofinishwhatheisdoinghereontimeandbewithyou"

Isighed.

Me:"Iunderstand"
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Ntsika:"Helovesyou"

Ismiled

Me:"Ilovehim too"

Ntsika:"takecareofthekidsMrsMkhize"

Ismiledwider.

Me:"IwillSbari"

Hechuckledandhungup.Ilaid.Onthebedanddozedoffafterthat.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

AfterLandiswaandNomawithMenzileft.Mongeziwenttoclosethedoorandthenhelockedit.

Isatonthebedandlookedathim.Landiswaruinedourplans.

Mongezi:"Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithyouAmanda"

Me:"thereisnothingwrongwithmeMongezisojustletmego"

Mongezi:"(turning)TakeoffyourClothes"

Me:"excuseme?"

Mongezi:"ngitheKhumulaAmanda(IsaidtakeoffyourclothesAmanda)"

Ilookedathim ashegavemeadeathstareandItookoffmyclothes.Iwouldstealglancesat

him.

Mongezi:"Lieonthebedonyourstomach"

Me:"MongeziI.."

Hepushedmetothebedandmademelieonmystomach.Hetookoffhisbeltandheheld

bothmyhandstothebackandhetiredmyarmsandthenwentontotiemylegsseperating

them.Heputapillowunderme.
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Me:"whatareyougonna....ahh"

HespankedmybutcheeksandthenIfelthisfingerenterme.Itwenttotwoandsentdeeper

whileIcried.

Me:"Mongezi"

Mongezi:"stopsquirmingAmandasoIcangetdone"

Me:"butyouarehurtingme"

Mongezi:"Amandastopmoving"

HetookhisfingersoutandIfeltrelieved.IthenfelthistonguedownthereandImoaned.

Mongezi:"stopmovingAmanda"

From thepain.Thepleasurekickedinandthenmybuildupstarted.

Me:"MongeziIam near"

HisgriparoundmywaistwassotightbutIlikedit.AsIwasbymytiphestopped.

Mongezi:"Youtastewonderful"

Me:"Fuckyou!"

Hechuckled.Iwasstilltiedupandcouldn'texactlymove.Hepulledhispantsdownand

masturbatedinfrontofme.Thatwaspuretorture.

Me:"MongezipleasecanIcum "

Mongezi:"youalwayswanttogeteverythingyourway?"

Ishookmyheadandtearsleftmyeyes.Hestoppedandgotbehindmeandheheldmybut.Ifelt

histipatmyentrance.

Mongezi:"don'tmoveAmanda"

InoddedandheslammedinmeroughlybutIlikedit.Hisgripwastightashispacequickened.

Hekeptonspankingme.

Mongezi:"youneedtolistenAmanda"

Therestwashistory.

.

.
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.

Tobecontinued

.

.

.Insert65

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

Iwaslyingonthebedandcouldn'tmovemybodyproperly.Mongezididshowmewhoisin

chargehereandit'shim.Hecameoutofthebathroom.HesleptherelastnightafterIcriedof

allthepainIam havingdownthere.Icanevenfeelmypelvisvibratingfrom theshock.He

comesbymysideandkissesmyforeheadwithhandsinhispocket.

Mongezi:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"(lookingaway)it'sabitbetterafterthesaltedbath"

Hechuckledandsatnexttome.

Me:"Mongeziit'snotfunny"

Mongezi:"youshouldseeyourface.YoulookshylikeIjustbrokeyourvirginity"

Iplayfullyhithisshoulder,hechuckled.

Me:"thisisallyourfault"

Mongezi:"yetyouaretheonewhokeptsayingIshouldgodeeperyeahright."

Me:"youshouldn'thavelistenedtome."

Heperkedmylipsandstoodup.

Mongezi:"thereismorewherethatcamefrom "
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Hewalkedtowardsthedoor.

Me:"pleasesendinmyfood"

Mongezi:"Iwillfeedyou"

Whocanarguewiththat.?HewalkedoutandIjuststaredattheceiling.Hewasrough.So

roughyetIlovedit.ItwasthefirsttimeIhaveeverfeltthatwaybefore.Irolledtothesideand

tookmyphoneandcalledLandiswa.Ineedtotalktoher.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

OkthemomentIfoundoutIwaspregnantIwashappyyouknow butthisheadinthetoilet

businessandmythroatBeingsorewasn'tpartofthedeal.Ididn'tsignupforthis.Iliftedmy

headupandshehandedthewatertome.

Me:"thankyou"

IrinsedmymouthandsheclosedtheseatandflushedandIdranksomewater.

Ndalo:"it'sgoingtobefinesisiLah"

Ismiled.Beingcalledthat.

Me:"theyareshowingmeflamesthoughNdalo"

ShegiggledandshehelpedmeupandIbrushedmyteethandthenwalkedout.

Ndalo:"yourphoneisringing"

Itookitfrom herandit'sAmanda.

Me:"hello"

Amanda:"Iam dyingLandiswa.Yourbrother"

Me:"diedevil"
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Amanda:"awayoh"

IhangupandlookedatNdaloandIlaughed.

Me:"howisschool?"

Ndalo:"good.Idon'tknowifIwillstillstudynowthatPrinceMuziisgone"

Ifeltsad.Isatdownonthebed.Tearslefthereyes.

Me:"comehere"

Wehugged.

Me:"Iwillfiguresomethingoutok?"

Shenodded.Idon'tknowwhatIwilldo.Ihavetosavethesekidsfrom this.Godwhydidyou

takeMuziReally.Tearsrandownmyeyes.Wejustcriedineachother'sarmsuntilNdaloslept

andIwenttowashmyfaceandthenIwalkedoutandwenttoAmanda'sroom andshewaswith

NomaandPalesa.

Me:"andthen?"

Amanda:"yourbrotherhappened"

Palesa:"hepunishedher"

Sheshreeked.

Amanda:"Iam burning"

Me:"Servesyouright"

Palesa:"whathappened?"

Me:"thesetwoteam taggedtogokillXolile"

Palesa:"that'swrongguys"

Noma:"it'sherfaultthatMuziisdead"

Palesa:"shedidn'tdrivethecarandkilledMuziandkillingherwon'tbringherback"

Noma:"butitwillputmeatease"

Me:"Yousee"

Amanda:"countmeout.Idon'twannafeelMongezi'swrathyoh"

Welookedather.
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Palesa:"didIhearright?"

Me:"Amandaisfinallyscaredofsomeone"

Wescreamed.

Amanda:"HaibokushoniweNina(Wegrieving)"

Me:"poops"

Palesa:"NowMongezihastojustknockyouupandThendone"

Amanda:"Shit!"

Shesatupandtookherphone.

Me:"what?"

Amanda:"Wedidn'tuseprotection"

Palesa:"didy'alltest"

Amanda:"longtimeagoandhedidn'thitittillyesterday"

Us:"ewwu"

Wegiggledandshespokeonthephone.

Amanda:"MongeziyouforgottogetmeMorningAfters.......noIam notonacontraceptiveyou

dummy......Iam notplayingMongezibringthepills."

Shesighedandhungupandlaidonmychestwhilecrying.Weweresilent

Palesa:"What'supbabes?"

Amanda:"Hedoesn'twanttobuythem "

Noma:"Ihavesomeinmyroom Ithink"

Amanda:"andyoukeptquiet?"

Noma:"HeshaggedyouIdidn'tsohehadtogetthem "

Ilaughed.

Me:"True."

Amanda:"gogetthem "

Nomawalkedout..
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WesatthereandjustkeepingAmandacompany.

Palesa:"Youmisshim ?"

IlookedatPalesa.Everyonewaslookingatme.

Me:"Who?"

Amanda:"Nkonzo"

Isighed.

Me:"Thisishard.NextweekIhavetogotoamammogram "

Therewassilence.

Noma:"it'sheartacheafterheartache"

Us:"yeah"

Palesa:"wellIam planingababyshower."

Iheardsomeonecallingme.Isatup.

"Landiswa"

Palesawastalking.Istoodup.

Amanda:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"uhm Ineedsomefreshair"

ShenoddedwhilelookingatmeweirdandIwalkedout.Iwalkedtothepalacegardenandit

wasempty.Ithoughtthevoicewascallingmehere.MaybeIam loosingit.

"Landiswa"

Thereitisagain.

Me:"whoisit?"

"Landiswamychild"

Iwasconfused.

"Areyouok?"

IturnedanditwassomeguyIdidn'tknow.Hewaswearingawhiteshirttuckedinhisblack

chinoswithafewbuttonsundone.Lookedexpensive.
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Me:"Uhm Iam."

Him :"IthinkIoncesawyouatthecoronation"

Ismiled.

Me:"Ineedtoleave"

Him :"anhourofusgettingtoknoweachotherisn'twrong.Maybeafterwewillseepotential

from eachotherthatcouldleadsomewhere"

Hesmirked.Ifrowned.

Me:"offthemarketdarling.Idon'tdochats"

Isaidwavingmyhandandwalkedawayannoyed.Nxx.Ishouldhavevomitedonhim.WowI

wasproudofmyself.IguessBeingmarriedyouhaveeyesforonepersononlyorisitbecauseI

reallyloveNkonzo.Imisshim .

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert66

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Sengwayo:"Khumulaniizicathulo(takeoffyourshoes)"

Wetookoffourshoes.ItwasMe,Mongezi,Noma,MbaliwithherbabytheQueentheKingand

theunclesandaunts.BasicallytheroyalfamilyofKhanyisaandGogo.It'sat2am andtodaywe

areburyingMuziatdawn.Idon'tknowwhybutIwon'tbeasking.Hewillbeburiedinthe

RoyaltygraveyardbutnotwiththeKing'sandQueens.IfeltdizzyasIhaven'teatenbutifIeatI

willvomitIknow.Ipulltheblanketovermybody.
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Gogo:"Menzicomecloser"

Hewentclosertoherandsatnexttoher.

Sengwayo:"lethaniumzimbawakhe(Bringhisbody)"

Theguardsnodandwalkoutandthecomebackcarryingthethecasket.Tearsstreameddown

theQueenseyesandshecriedontheKing'schest.Iwastryingtoholdminein.Mongezi

brushedmybackandthatmadethingsworseandalumpchockedmythroatandhehuggedme.

Mongezi:"it'sok"

Me:"why?"

WhydidGodtakehim .Ithinkitwouldhavebeenbetterifhewasinacommaandnotina

Coffin.Everyonecalmeddown.

"Landiswa,Mychild.Takecareofmychildren."

Iclosedmyeyesandheldmystomachassharppainscamefrom there.

"Landiswatakecareofmychildren.MyprincessLandiswa"

Me:"Muzikhuluma(Muzitalk)"

Iknowhisvoice.Istillhadmyeyesclosed.

"Myunbornprincess.Takecareofherforme."

Me:"Iwill."

Therewastotalsilence.Iopenedmyeyesandeveryonewaslookingatme.

Sengwayo:"usethule(heisquiet)"

King:"huh?"

Sengwayo:"hedidn'twanttoleavethisearthasyet.Hisspiritwasn'tatpeacebutnowitis."

Theylookedatme.

Me:"wecancarryon"

Theycarriedon.TheyputMenziwithhisbrotherinsidethecasketandclosedthebothofthem

insideandthenhewastakenout.TheydidsomeotherthingssothatMuziwon'tbeattachedto

Menziastheysharedawombandaretwins.Afterthatweweregoingtothegraveyardtobury

him.Wewillhavealittleservicethere.IheldNoma'shandwhowasamess.Wewenttothe

cemeterywherewewillhavethelittleserviceasfamilyandthengoburyhim.Theservicewas

niceandshort.Menzi'spaintouchedmethemost.Wewon'teverunderstandhispainofloosing
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hisbetterhalf.Whenthecasketwentdownitwasreallyshattering.

Me:"Nkosi,sihlangene

Kuyoindlu,yakho

Izanawe,sesingene

Embusweniwakho"

Wewenttopourthesandintohisrestingplaceandthenwewentbacktothepalace.

Noma:"Ican'tbelieveheisgone.Ithoughtthiswasadream Iwillwakeupfrom butit'sareal

nightmare.

Me:"Iknow,Iknowthatit'shardbutwewillgetthroughit."

Idon'tevenknowwhatIam sayingbuttryingtocomforther.Iwenttomyroom afterIdropped

herinherroom andthesunjustrose.ItjustrainedandIlookedoutsideandsighed.

"Whatdidhesay?"

IturnedanditwastheQueen.Hersparkwasgone.Shewalkedcloserclosingthedoor.

Queen:"whatdidMuzisay?"

Me:"IthinkXolileispregnant.HesaidImusttakecareofhisdaughter"

Queen:"ohmyGod."

Me:"yes"

Shesatdownonthebed.

Me:"manweneedtotalktoXolilebutnooneshouldknowaboutthis.Iam willingtosayIgave

birthto4kids."

Queen:"whatifhisdaughterlookslikeMuzi?"

OkIdidn'tthinkofthat.

Me:"iwilltalktoNkonzowhenhecomesbackbutIam willing"

Queen:"wecantakecareofher"

Iheldherhands

Me:"Iwantto"

Shesmiled.
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Queen:"Youhaveawonderfulheartmychild"

Ismiledtooandwehugged.

Queen:"theservantwillbringyoufoodtoeat"

Me:"Thankyou"

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Ilaidonthebedandmyphonerang.Ilookedatitanditwasan

unknownnumber.Ianswered.

Me:"hello"

Zanele:"youareselfishyouknow"

Isatupfrom thebed.

Me:"selfishaboutwhat?"

Zanele:"mama,justbecauseyouhavegoodlifenowyouforgetthewomanwhomadeyou"

Ilaughed

Me:"youmeandestroyedme.ImademyselfandIdon'tcarewhathappenstoyourmotheras

muchasshewouldn'twithme"

Ihungup.Herdeedsarecatchingupwithhernow.Iliebackonmybedandtakeanap.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert67

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.
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.

Mom :"Xolilegogetthedoorandstopcrying.It'snotgoodforyou."

IwipedmytearsandIwalkedtothedoor.Iam nothappyIcouldn'tattendMuzi'sfuneral.I

knowitwassaidonlyfamilybutIneededtosaymygoodbyeandhisgraveisbythepalace.I

havebeencryingEverytimeourmemoriestogetherflooded.Ireallymisshistouchandkissand

tellingmehowmuchhelovesmeandnowheisgoneandIdon'tknowhowIwillcarryon.I

openthedoorandit'stheQueenandKing.TheoldQueenandKing.Ibowed.

Me:"yourmajesties"

King:"youmayrise"

Ididslowlybutmyeyeswereprintedonthefloor.Iheardfootstepsbehindme.

Mom :"Xolilewhoisatthedoor?"

Sheappeared.

Mom :"yourmajesties"

Queen:"canwecomein?"

Imovedawayfrom thedoorwayandtheygotin.

Mom :"goandmaketeaXolile"

Queen:"wewon'tbelong"

Theguardsweremakingourhouselooksmaller.

King:"mayyoubothsitdown"

Iwassweating.Wesatdown.

Queen:"Xolile.Iknow.Youandmysonhavebeendatingeachother"

Ilookeddownwithtearspricklingmyeyes.

Me:"yesmyQueen"

Queen:"weknowyouareexpecting"

Ishotmyheadup.

Mom :"sorrytogoagainstyourwordmyQueenbutIbelievethereisnosuch."

King:"areyouimplyingthatoursourceiswrong?"
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Mom:"mostcertainlymyking"

Hechuckledscary.Iswallowed.

Queen:"wellweknowoursourceisn'twronganyoudon'tmindifyoudoapregnancytest?"

Ilookedatmymother.Amaninawhitecoat.HelookedlikeaDrwithalittlebagcamein.

Queen:"theDrwilldrawbloodfrom youoryoudohomepregnancytest"

Dr:"afternoon"

IsawmymothernotbeingmovedwhileIwasshaking.Hegavemetwoboxes.

Dr:"youpeeonthose."

Inoddedandwewentoutside.Mymotherfollowedmetothelongdroptoilet

Mom :"Icamewithtapwater."

Me:"mamawecan'tdeceivethem."

Mom :"wewillusethechildwhenit'sgrownup"

Me:"CanyougetoutIwannadothis"

Sheleftacupwithwaterandwalkedout.IsighedandlookedattheboxesawhilethenItook

outthesticksandIdidwhatneededtobedoneandthenIwentbackinsideandsatdown.Wball

waitedandtheDrtookthesticks.

Dr:"twolines"

Queen:"wonderful.Inthenexthourweneedyouatthepalacetodiscussfurther"

Inodded

Theywalkedout.

Mom :"Xolileman"

Me:"Iam sorry"

Isaidcryingandwenttomyroom andcried.

Me:"IneedyouMuzi"

Isankontothefloor.

.
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.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Iwouldn'tmindlivingatthepalaceduringthisperiodofmypregnancy.EachdayIgetlazierand

lazier.Iwasstuffingmyfacewithbakedtreats.Iwasattheloungearea.It'ssaidMuzi'slawyer

wanttoseeus.Anywaysomeonetookmydonutfrom myplate.

Me:"(stuffed)Heymyfood"

Menzi:"youwillgetfat"

Noma:"wrongWordsbro"

TheysatnexttomeandNomatookacupcakefrom myplate.

Me:"Iam notplayingguys."

TheguyIsawatthegardenwalkedinaswellandhewassmirking.Ifrowned.

Guy:"wemeetagainMs."

Me:"Hi"

Noma:"Ntuthukositdown.NkonzowillgoallMassacreonyouworldwar3onyourPrince

behindonLandiswa"

Welaughed.

Ntuthuko:"Iam notscaredofhim.It'saman'sgamewinnergetstheprice"

Me:"healreadywonboo"

Theylaughed.

Ntuthuko:"don'tyouwannatryme"

Me:"NodudeandIam yourfamilyIthink"

Menzi:"yeahNtuthukothisisLandiswaournewlyfoundcousin.LandithisisNtuthukohelives

inCapetown"

Me:"Isee"
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Ntuthuko:"cousinsdate"

"Y'allwon't"

Mongeziwalkedinantookmyplate.

Me:"(teary)y'allarebullyingme.Iam gonnatellonyou"

Mongezi:"towhocauseNkonzoisnotaround"

HemunchedonmycakeandIcried.

"YeyiYeyiumsindo(Noise!)"

Theaunt'swalkedinwithoMalume.

Mongezi:"Iam sorrylittleone"

Me:"don'ttalktome"

MbalicamedownandsatnexttoherhusbandandthenthekingandQueencamein.Weallare

down.

Queen:"wearewaitingforthelawyer?"

Wenodded.Wesata.Whiletalkingandthenthelawyerwalkedin.Hebowed.

Him :"yourhighnesses.SorryIam late."

Queen:"itokmychild.KznandGautengaren't2m apart"

Lawyer:"right.Canwestart?"

Queen:"let'swaitforXolile"

WesatandwaitedforXolilewhilesnackswereserved.

Mbali:"haiboWazesalindaboh(wearewaitingyoh)"

Noma:"Phelashethinkssheisruler"

Queen:"KeepQuiet"

Wewaitedforherandshecameinwithawoman.Shelookedlikeshegainedweight.

Lawyer:"wecanstart?"

Theysatdown

Queen:"yes"
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Thelawyeropenedthebriefcaseandtookoutletters.

Him :"Ihavealetterstothemother,father,twinbrother,mylittlesisterNoma,LandiswaDlamini

andNkonzoMkhize"

Hegaveustheletters

Queen:"NkonzoMkhizeisoutofthecountryatthemoment"

Him :"whenwillhebeback?"

Me:"Iwilllethim knowwhenhereturns."

Henodded.Hetookoutpapersstapledtogether.

Him :"thiswillwasdraftedonthe17thofJulyandfinilsedtwoweeksago."

Wenodded.

Him :"asyouarereadingthiswillIwouldhavehadmytimeonearthandnowIwillbeUnited

withmyancestors.MybrotherMenzimytwin.Readtheletterandyoumightgettheclosureyou

need.IloveyouandIam leavingyouwithnotingreallybutourbaseballwegotinCalifornia

whenwewere7.Iknowhowmuchyouloveditbecauseitwassignedbyourfavouriteplayer.

Striveandbetheamazingkingandhusbandanalsofatheryouare.WemayhavefoughtbutI

lovedyoumorethananythingintheworld.

Menzinodded.

Him :"tomylittlesisterNoma.Iam leavingyouwithR5000000andabrandnewcarofwhich

tillobtainwhenyouhavegraduated.Ihopeyouwillusethatmoneytostartasmallbusinessfor

yourselfinfuture.

Nomawipedhertears.

Him :"Xolile,honeybun.Thedayswespenttogetherweregood.Iam notleavingyoulikethat.

Youwillstillstudytobecomewhatyoudesired.Findloveandbehappy"

Shewipedhertears.

Him :"Okwentandomyson.Myprince.Iloveyoumorethananything.Myprideandjoyamini

meIam leavingonthisearth.SonIloveyouandhopeonlyyouwillstriveandbeanexampleto

yourselfanpeoplearoundyou.Iam leavingyouatrustfundworthR20milliontostudyfrom a

youngagetillyoufinishcollage.Makemeproudboy."

Wesmiled.

Him :"Heartkeeper.ItsnoteasytogetoveryoubutIwantedyoutobehappyandasmycousin

aswell.Lum Lum.Landiswa.Isharedthebestandworstwithyoubutyougavemeatasteof
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whatlovement.Whatwehadwasstrongbutnotstrongenough.Wearefamilybutnowoman

occupiedmyheartlikeyoudid.Iam sorryforeverythingIhavedoneandIloveyou.Always."

Tearsrandownmycheeks.

Him :"Ileaveallmycarstoyou.MyhouseinPretoriaandinKhanyisaaswell.(everyone

gasped)Ialsoleaveyoumyarchitecturebusinesstoyou.ItsworthR100millionannually,please

carryonthescholarshipprogram .Ileavemytrustinyou.InconclusionallthatIhavewritten

hereshouldbeabindedasmydyingwishes"

Iwasoutofwords.

Aunty:"Thisiswitchcraft!!"

Xolile'smom :"Mydaughteriscarryinghischild.Sheshouldgetallofthat"

Xolilewascrying.

Menzi:"everyoneshutup!"

Iwipedmytears.

Queen:"Xolilewillstudyafterthechildisbornandisinourhands"

Xolile'smom :"haibo"

Noma:"youaregonnagetoutofhereoldlady"

Queen:"thatisthedealandifshedoesn'tgiveusthebabythenshewon'tstudy"

Xolilecried.

Lawyer:"Ok.Ihavetodrawacontractonthat"

Me:"canItalk?"

Aunty2:"mafikizologetseverythingusnothing"

Lawyer:"yes"

Me:"canyoudrawacontractthatstatesthatbetweentheunbornbabyandNtando.Whoever

graduatestheygetthecompany.Iftheybothgraduateit's50%each"

Xolile'smom :"youaresmartnehafterall"

Queen:"MakeitifNtandograduateshewillgetthecompany"

Thelawyernodded.
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Queen:"wecanallleave"

Everyonewalkedout.Xolilesatthereandcried.

Me:"Iam sorry"

Xolile:"Iknewhestilllovesyousomewhere,Imeanyoucheatedonhim withhisbestfriendand

abouttomarryhim andIhavehischildbutheleaveeverythingtoyouandgivesmea

scholarship.(shechuckles)yeahrightwowlife"

Iwassilent.

Xolile:",Igavehim myvirginityandheleavesyoueverythingafterwhatyoudid"

Me:"it'shischoice"

Xolile:"Iam notlettingthisgowena"

ShestoodupandPalesalookedatherasshewalkedout.Ibreathedout.

Palesa:"Iheardyouareamillionairenow"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Palesa:"sheisthreateningyou"

Me:"sheisnottaking itgoodshegotascholarshiptofurtherherstudies"

Palesa:"that'sdecent.Sheistheonewhodrovehim todeath.

Me:"Palesa"

Palesa:"stopbeingniceandStandupLandiswa.Don'tletfarm JulietgettoyouorIwilltell

Amandatosorther."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iam hungry"

Shebitherbottom lipasistokdup.

Me'"whatwrong?"

Palesa:"Ndabasentaletterhome.Hewantstomarryhim "

Me:"wowandyou?"

Palesa:"Idon'tknowLandiswa"

Shesighed.
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Me:"whatevermakesyouhappyPalesa.BehappynowandNtandodoesneedafartherfigure

inhislife.Itwon'tbelikehisbiologicalfatherbutyouknowMuzilovedNdabaforyou"

Palesa:"maybeyouright"

Ismiledandshestoodupandwehugged.

Palesa:"iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutooboo"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert68

.

.

.

*Fourmonthslater*

Lifehasbeenbeautifulandtoughatthesametime.Beinginapregnancyaloneisreallyhard

andItriedtoreachoutforXolilebutshedoesn'twantmetoo.Ileftherlikethat.Idon'ttrusther

motherthoughandSengwayodidwarnmeabouther.Ihavebeengoingtoschoolandfor

Muzi'scompanyIfoundaactingCEOwhowilloverlookeverythingbutonceintwomonthsIwill

getMongezitolookatthebooksifthingsarestillgoingfine.Ohonemoredetailordetails.

SoonenoughwewillhaveawhiteweddingforPalesaandNdaba.MongeziandAmandaare

datingandTheyarestillateachother'sthroatsbuttheirloveiscute.Beingaroundcouples

makesmecryattimes.IhaveoneboobnowsinceCanceraffectedonlymyleftboobsobut

atleatIam recovering.IwalkedoutofthestudyandIgoandplacemydishinthesink.ihave

becameverylazyreally.IturnandIsteponwater.

Me:"whatdidIspillnow"
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IgoandtakeamopandIwalktothepuddleandIwipeditoffandputthemopaway.Sharp

painsstarttoactupandIholdmystomach.

Me:"ahh"

Iholdmystomach.ThepainssubsidedandIwalkedtothestudyandbythedoorwaythepain

startedandtheycamefullforce.

Me:"gogo!!"

Iwasshouting.ItwaslikesomeonewasinsertingaIdon'tknowwhatbutithurts.

Me:"gogo!!!"

Iwentdownonmykneesholdingmystomach.MyphonerangandseemslikeGogoisnotnear.

IcrawledmyheavyselftothetableandIgrabbeditbutitdroppedonthefloorandItookit.Is

thiswhatwomengothrough?Mysweatpantswerewet.That'swhathappened.Ianswered

Me:"ahh"

Thecontractionsgotmoreandmore.

"Shit!"

Thepersonhungup.

Me:"whatthefuck?"

"Landiswa"

Me:"Iam dyingcomequick"

IwascryingandPalesagotin.BoywasIgladtoseeher.

Palesa:"ohmyGodbabes.Areyougoingintolabour?"

Me:"NoIam justsittinghereandscreaming,thisispracticeforwhenithappens"

Palesa:"oh"

Me:"PalesaManIam inpain!!"

Sherushedtomeandshehelpedmeup

Palesa:"breathin.Breathout"

Thatwasirritatingreally.

Me:"canwenottalk"
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Palesa:"ohoksure"

Weweresilent.Wewalkedtothedoor.

Me:"whyareyousoquiet?"

Palesa:"isn'tityousaid..."

Me:"talk"

Palesa:"yuuuhok.Uhm areyougonnapushorC-section?"

Me:"Mypussywon'tbetightifIpush.Idon'tknow"

Icriedandshetriedtocalm medown.Wegotinhercarandsheraninsideandlatercameback

with3bags.Idon'tknowthegenderandIwantedittobeasurprise.

Me:"nomorebabies.Ican'tbarethis.WhenNkonzocomesbackIam goingtokillhim."

Palesa:"IsaidthataboutMuzi"

Welaughedabitthroughthepainandshedroveoff.

Me:"can'tthiscargofaster?"

Palesa:"Iam trying."

Shelookedstressed.

Palesa:"IwillkillNkonzowithyou.Heshouldbedoingthis."

Me:"Nooneiskillingmysnuggles"

Palesa:"Igiveup"

Wegottothehospitalandsheparkedandwegotout.Thecontractionsweregettingworseand

worse.Palesatookmetothereception.

Palesa:"hisheisabouttogivebirth.Herwaterjustbroke"

Receptionist:"whenisshedue?"

Palesa:"sheisinpain"

Icrouched.Theygotmeastretcherandputmeonitandwheeledmetothelabourward.Iwas

laidonthebedandIhavetakenoffmysweatsandtopandworeahospitalgown.

Dr:"Iwantustocheckhowfaryouare?"

Me:"justpushthesebabiesoutplease"
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Dr:"openyourlegsforme."

Ididopenthenwideandsheassed.

Dr:"wearestillfar.Wewillhavetowait"

Me:"doaC-sectionthen.Whatdidyoulearnatmedicalschoolkantithatwhensomeoneisin

painyoushouldreliefpain!!!!"

Iwasshoutingandshewalkedout.Icried.

Me:"Palesa!!"

Shegotin.

Me:"whereismyicecream ?"

Palesa:"icecream ?"

Me:"Iwanticecream "

Palesa:"okletmegetit"

ShewalkedoutandIkeptonrollinginbed.

Me:"LordIcan'tdietoday.Isn'titenoughnow?"

Tearsrandownmyeyes.Iclosedthem.Palesawokemeup.Shecamebackwithicecream and

Iatesomeandsmearedsomeonmybellyandshelaughed.

Me:"It'snothelping"

Palesa:"tryagain"

Ididagainandshelaughed.

Me:"laughatmypain"

Palesa:"Iwill"

Shekeptmecompanyforthenexthours.

TheDrwalkedinagain.

Dr:"let'scheckhowfarareyou?"

Shecheckedme.

Dr:"justalittlebit.Let'swaitanhour"
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Me:"youhavebeensayingthatforthepast4hours.!!"

Shewalkedout.

Me:"yadelelalohdokotela(sheisdisrespectfulthisDr)"

Palesachuckledandwesatanhour.TheDrcamebackandPalesawalkedout.

Dr:"NowIam gonnacountto3thenyouwillpush.Onetwothreepush"

Itriedtopushbutitwasdifficult.ItwaslikeIdidnothing.

Dr:"let'stry"

ShecountedandIpushed.Withallmymightandawailcameabout.Ijustgavebirth.Ohmy

Lord.

Dr:"twomorelet'sgo"

ShecountedandIpushedwiththelittlestrengthIhadandIcouldfeelthatIhavenonmore.

Babycrieswe'refading.

Dr:"(voicefading)weneetodoanc-sectionasapbeforeweloosethebaby"

,ThatwasthelastthingIheardbeforeitwaslightsout.

.

.

*ZANELE*

.

.

IDecidedtodaylunchtimethatIshouldgoandseeMom.Ihavemissedherandnowsheis

mutebutgettingbetterfrom allthescreamingashedid.ThenursecalledherformeasI

waitedandthedooropenedandIlookedatherastearsweldedmyeyes.Istoodup.

Me:"mama"

Shejustlookedatmeandwesatdown.

Me:"mamait'smeyourdaughterZaza"

Shelookedatme.

Mom :"Landiswa?"
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Me:"noZanele.Landiswadoesn'tlikeyou"

Shekeptquiet

Me:"Ican'twaitforyoutofeelbettersowecangoshoppingagainand......"

Itookoutthestick.

Me:"(crying)iam pregnant,Iam finallypregnant",

Mom :"Sanele"

Ilookedather.

Me:",youwantmetonamemybabySanele?"

Sheshookherheadwhilecrying.Iwasworried.

Mom :"mybabyboySanele."

Iwasshocked.

Me:"waitmah"

Mom :"findhim.Findhim foryourfatherZanele.Heisyourbrother.Heis....."

Shestartedscreamingandrollingdownonthefloorandcrying.Thenursesgotinandsedated

herandtheytookheraway.Iam nottheonlyone?

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Isawagreenfieldoncemore.ItfeltpeacefullyandIwasatpeacebeforeiwokeup.Iopened

myeyesandtheyscannedaroundthewardandsawthreebabycotsandwhatIsawnextto

them filledtearsinmyeyes.Tearsleftmyeyesandtheymetanothersetofeyesashestood

upandcametoengulfmeinhisbigarms.Icriedonhischest.

Nkonzo:"shhh"
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Me:"youarehere.Youarereal",

Itouchedhisdevelopedarmsandhisgrownbearedandhechuckledandhisnewscarbyhisleft

eye.

Me:"whathappened?"

Nkonzo:"nothingbig."

Me:"kissme"

Hechuckledandleanedforwardandwesharedapassionatekiss.Webrokeit.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou.Thankyouforthis"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hetookoffhisshoesandscootedmeover.Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

Nkonzo:"areyounotinpain?"

Ilookedathim.Hisvoicegotabitdeeper

Me:"Iam butIdon'tcareaboutthat.Iam justhappyyouarehere",

Hekissedmyforeheadandmyeyeslandedinthebabies.

Me:"havetheyeaten?",

Nkonzo:",yes."

Inodded.

Nkonzo:"theydon'thavenames.Iwaswaitingforyoutowakeup"

Me:"whataretheirgenders?"

Nkonzo:"2boysandagirl"

Me:"Idon'tknowyounamethem."

Therewassilence.Ireallymissedhim.Iplayedwithhishandthathashisringon.

Nkonzo:"howaboutLisembo,Embo,Basembo?"

Igiggled.

Me:"it'sniceformidllenames"

Heshrugged.
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Me:"ZamaniNtombiJabu?"

Helaughed.Itwassodeep.

Nkonzo:"noSthandwaSam.Iam notagreeingtothat"

Heperkedmypoutedlips.

Me:"Iam trying"

Nkonzo:"no"

Me:"mxm"

Nkonzo:"(kissingmyface)areyoumadatme?",

Ikeptquiet

HekeptondoingthattillIlaughed

Me:"stop"

Nkonzo:",Iwon'tcausewenababyufaneleUthandolweqiniso(Iwon'tcauseyoubabydeserve

truelove)",

,Iblushed.

Me:",thankyoubaby.Iloveyoumyeniwam(myhusband)",

Nkonzo:"Iloveyoumoremywife.Damnthatfeelssogoodtosay"

Igiggled.

Me:"heywhydon'twenamethem that?"

Nkonzo:"what?"

Me:"Fanele,ThandoandQiniso."

Nkonzo:"notbad"

Me:"FanelokuhleLisemboMkhize,ThandolwethuEmboMkhizeandQinisoBasemboMkhize"

Hekissedmycheek.

Nkonzo:"IlovethatandIloveyou"

Hepressedhisforeheadonmine.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.
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Wekissedandthebabiescried.

Nkonzo:",can'ttheybegrownupsalready?",

Me:",haahtooearly"

Nkonzo:"westillwilltestourbedtillwebuyanewone"

Me:"wait4monthsBhuti"

Nkonzo:"butIhavebeendoingthat"

Me:"thenyouaregonnabestrong"

HegroanedandIlaughed.

Me:"youshouldn'thaveimpregnatedme"

Nkonzo:"Idon'tregretit"

Ismiledandwekeptontalkingandtalkingevenforgotweareparentsnow.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert69

.

.

.

*NOMAZULU*

.
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.

.

Timesgettoughonmyside.Ihaven'tbeencopingwellwithMuzi'spassing.Itmayseem likeI

am stillfineandIam tryingtohealbutIam drowningintearsandpainandIwannanumbit.

WhichiswhyIam hereatthisbar.It'sarestaurant\barandIlikeitforit'scalmnesstoletyou

enjoywhateveryouareherefor.Igulpdownthesixthshotfrom todayandIsuckonthelemon.

Itakeoutmymirrorfrom mybagandlookatmyself.IcanseeIam stillmyself.Idon'twantto

seemyself,yesIcanfeelthatIam drunkbutnotenough.IputitawayandIlookovertothe

bartender.

Me:"BringmeaJohnnyWalkerandSkyVodka"

Helooksatme.

Me:"didyouhearme?"

Isayandbangthetablewhileatitandhewalksoff.

"Ithinkthat'senoughforthenightnowprincess"

Iturnaroundandfrown

Me:",youdon'ttellmewhattodoandaren'tyousupposedtobeoutofthecountry?"

Ntsika:"Iam backnowtotakeyouhome"

Me:"IbroughtmyselfhereandIwilltakemyselfbackthankyou."

ThebartendercamebackandNtsikatookouthiswalletandgavethecardtothebartender

payingformybill.Wellsavesmealotofmoney.Idon'tknowNtsikathatmuchreally.Notlike

Nkonzo.Theydolooksomewhatalikeorisitthealcohol?

Ntsika:"comeprincess"

Me:"Iam notleaving"

Ntsika:"thenIwillhavetodragyouout."

Hetookmybagandpickedmeuplikeasack.

Me:"putmedownyourubbish"

IwashittinghisbackandpeoplewerelookingatusandIdidn'tcare.Heislikeabouncerand

hittinghisbackwithmylittlefistisnothing.HegetstoaJeepWranglerandheplacesmeon

thepassengersideandwenttohisside.
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Me:"myalcohol"

Ntsika:"don'tdothattoyourselfNoma"

Hegotinandandhedroveoff.Iassessedhim.Mxm shouldn'thebeatthegym orsomewhere.

Myhandwenttohisthighandheglancedatmeandbackontotheroadanditwentfurtherto

hisprivateareaandImassagedthere.

Ntsika:"(clearinghisthroat)Nomastopthat"

Heremovesmyhandandcarriesondriving.Itakeoffmyseatbeltandtakeoutascrunchy

from mybagandtiemyfoxlocksandIthentakeoffmyjacketandthrowitatthebackandheis

stealingglancesatme.Ismileandheconcerntratebackontotheroad.Iputmyhandonhis

privateareaandIrubitandopenhisChinopants.

Ntsika:"Nomayouaregonnamakemecauseanaccidentstopthisyouaredrunk"

Iignoredhim andItookouthisshaftandIplayedwithitabit.Icanhearhim groan.Isuckedon

histipandIthinkwealmostdied.

Ntsika:"fuckNoma"

Me:"concerntrateandkeepondriving"

Igobackandsuckfrom hisballsuptohistipandrunmyfingersthereandkeeponsucking.

Ntsika:"Shit!"

Ideepthroathim andkeeponsuckinglikeit'sasweettreat.Hishandonmyheadandthecar

hasstoppedinthemiddleofnowhereatnight.Thewayhegroanedturnedmeoncausehis

voicesoundedabitdifferent.

Me:"cum formeNtsika"

HisgriparoundmyhairgottighterandhewasattheedgeIcanfeelitandIsuckedoncemore

andgavehim ahandjobandhespilledhisseedsandIcuppedthem andsmearedmyselfinhis

sperms.HisbreathingwasnowslowingdownandIjustkissedhim andhereturnedit[content

foundinthegroup]Insert69.

.

.

.

*NOMAZULU*

.
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.

HisgriparoundmyhairgottighterandhewasattheedgeIcanfeelitandIsuckedoncemore

andgavehim ahandjobandhespilledhisseedsandIcuppedthem andsmearedmyselfinhis

sperms.HisbreathingwasnowslowingdownandIjustkissedhim andhereturnedit.The

radiowasplayingmusiconthelowbutIknowit'smygirlCiara.Hishandstrailedtomyneck

andminewentunderhist-shirtthatisholdinghim inplace.

"mybody,isyourparty

Baby

Nobodyisinvitedbutyoumaybe

Icandoitslownowtellmewhatyouwant

Babyputyourphonedown,youshouldturnitoff

Causetonightit'sgoingdown

Tellyourboysit'sgoingdown

We'reinthezonenow

Don'tstop

Ooouh,youcan'tkeepyourhandsoffme

Sinceyourightthere

Rightwhereitstarted

Ican'tkeepmyhandsoffyou

Yourbody

Ismyparty

Imadothislildanceforyou(you,you,you)

Yougotmesoexcited

Nowit'sjustmeandyou

Yourbodyismyparty

Let'sgetitstarted,oh"

Itookmydressoffandhetookoffhistopandhecuppedmyboobsandsqueezedthem softly
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andImoaned.Igotonhim andpushedmyg-stringtothesideandguidedhisdicktomy

treasureandhewasbusysuckingonmyneck.Ijustendeduprunninghistiparoundmyclitand

hestoppedkissingmyneckandheremovedmyhandsfrom hisdick.

Me:"putitin"

Ifeltmywallsexpandtoaccommodatehim andhughiscock.

Ntsika:"fuck"

HecursedandIstartedmovingupanddownandhelaidhisseatdownandheldmybut

assistingmeupanddown.ItiedmyfoxlocksbetterwhilegoingupanddownonhiscockandI

placedmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"mmmh"

Ntsika:"shitNoma",

Ourskinsslapping

Me:,"yes,yesNstika,"

Iclosedmyeyesandkeptrunningandplayingwithmyboobsandheliftedmeupandmademe

stopandIlookedathim.Hepulledhisseatup.Ilookedathim.Hekissedmycheek.

Ntsika:"let'sgototheback"

Igotoffhim andhisdickspringsoutfilledwithmycum andwegottothebackandhetookoff

hispantsfullyandpulledmembymylegandIgiggledandhebithisbottom lipandperkedmy

lips.Wesharedakissandmyhandswenttohisshoulderandheinsertedhimselfwithout

warningandIgaspedinhismouthandhewentindeeperandquickenedhispacewithmylegon

hisshoulder.

Me:,"ohmyGodNtsikayes,yes"

Thewayhiswaistmovedashewasmovinginandout.HisjoystickwouldtouchplacesInever

thoughtexisted.

Ntsika:"fuckNoma"

Isqueezedmyboobswhilemoaning.

Me:"Ntsikaiam cumming."

HeincreasedhispaceAndicameandhecarriedonpumpingmeharderthanbeforeandIwas

screaminghisname.Icametwotimesmorebeforehewasgroaning.

Ntsika:"Shit"
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HepulledoutAndhisspermsspilledonmystomachandhehithisdickthereandIgiggledand

bitmybottom lipandkissedhim andhereturnedit

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

MongeziandIfoughtlastnightabouttheMandlaissue.Idon'tknowwhathappenedtohim

afterthedayhehitmeandwefoughtandMongeziwon'ttellmewhathappenedinsteadhegot

angrysonowit'slunchandIboughtlunchandsomeotherthingsjusttosayIam sorry.Igot

intohiscompanyandIwenttothereceptionist.

Me:"Hi"

Lady:"hihowmayIhelpyou"

Me:"Iam lookingforMongeziQwabe'soffice?"

Lady:"theCEO?"

Me:"yesmyhusband'soffice"

Lady:",ohsorryMrsQwabeit'sinthe5thfloor"

Me:"thankyou"

Iwalkedtotheelevatorandgotin.ItwentupandpingedattheallocatedfloorandIgotout

strutting.TherewasnoPAatthedesk.Iknockedonceandopenedthe.OfficeandIsawmyself

fuming..Thisdrumstickwasallupinmyman'sfacewithherdriedhands.

Her:"wecanmakeitoursecretsir"
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Shesaidleaningkissinghisneck.HeehIam beingtested.Itookoutmygunandshotthewall

nexttothem andthegirljumped.Mongezilookedatme.IclosedthedoorlockingitandItook

thekeysandputthem inmybraandputthethingsIcamewithhere.

Me:"Heehwho'smanareyoukissingsisi?"

Her:"youalmostkilledme"

Me:"youwouldhavebeendead."

Mongezi:"babeputthegundown"

Me:"Eyiyoushutupaswell.It'syourturntodancetomytune"

Her:"Ineedtoleave"

Me:"youwillleaveinabodybagmntase"

Iwalkedtowardsherpointingmygunather.Shewasshakinginfear.Ishotnexttoherandshe

screamed.

Me:"Youhaveanerve"

Mongezi:"it'senoughnowAmanda"

Heheldmywaistandtookthegunawayfrom meandheuncrockeditthenhethrewitonthe

couch.

Mongezi:"gotomydeskandtakethekeysandopentheofficedoorSandiswa.

Sherushedoffwithtears.

Me:"getyouhandsoffmeyouass"

Heheldmetightandjustkissedmylips.Imeltedinhisarms.Hebrokeitandkissedmy

forehead.

Mongezi:"calm downmygangsterQueen"

Ilookedathim andhehasasmirk.

Me:"Ishouldkillyou"

Mongezi:"Iwouldnevercheatonyoubaby.Believemeyouareawholepackage"

Me:"(smiling)don'tcharm me"

Hechuckled.
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Me:"IjustcameheretosayIam sorryaboutyesterday.Ishouldn'taskaboutmyex"

Heperksmylips

Mongezi:"Iforgiveyoubaby"

Ihuggedhim andheheldme.Iwasrelieved.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

IWokeuptoabrightlightblindingmyeyesandabangingheadachecamein.Iwaswrappedin

someone'sarmsthatIdon'tknow.Ilookedatmysurroundingsandtheyarenotmyflat

bedroom atall.Myprivateareawasburninglikehell.IturnedandIwassurprisedtoseeNtsika.

WaitIsleptwithhim.?OhmyGodno.Itriedtogetoffhisgripbuthepulledmeclosertohim

andhisthingwaspickingmyback.

Ntsika:"it'sstillearly,Sleep"

Me:"OhmyGodwhathappened?"

Ntsika:"Youdon'tremember?Girlyoucangiveittoaperson"

Me:"geeze"

Ntsika:"iam kiddingbutallhonestywedidhitit(kissingmyshoulder)anditwasfire"

Hesaidthelastpartsoftlybymyear.Huskyenoughformybodytoreact.

Me:"stoptalkingNtsika"

Ntsika:"why?"

Imoaned.

Me'"youaremakingmehorny"

Hechuckled

Ntsika:"soblunt."
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Ibitmybottom lipandtookmyhandandfoundhishardshaftandImassageditandhegroaned.

HishandwenttomyneckandIopenedmylegswideandtriedtonavigateittomytreasurebut

hedidthatformeanditslippedin.

Ntsika:"FuckNoma"

Me:"let'smakeitnostringsattached",

HewentindeeperandIheldonthesheetstryingnottoscream.

Ntsika:"deal"

Hisstrokeswereslowbuthitalltherightspots.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert70

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

IwaspushingthetrolleyatCheckerswhilemymotheristalkingabouthowwecanusemychild

togetMuzi'sitemsbecausewhathedidisnotfair.It'snotfairreallybecauseIgavemy

everythingtohim.EventhehouseLandiswaletmestayinissupposedtobemine.

Mama:"Isaylet'sgobackhomeandthenwewillcontactourpowerfultraditionalhealerand

seewhatshecando"

Iwasinthoughts.
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Me:"butmahwecan't.Landiswa'sgrandmotherandSengwayoaregonnaseeitcoming."

Mama:"wecanweakentheirpowers."

Istoppedthetrolley.

Me:"orwecankillNtandothenallhismoneyandcompanywillfalltoMynunuberry"

Itouchedmylittlebump.

Mama:"yourbrainworksafterall"

IsmiledandIplacedmyhandontheliquidfruitandanothermanlyhandwasholdingit.Ilooked

up.

Him :"IguessIgotitfirst"

Me:",youlackmanners.Youalwaysgiveittoawomanespeciallypregnant"

Hechuckledandtooktheliquidfruitbyforce.

Him :"NotinSaneleDlamini'sworldNana"

Hewalkedoff.

Mama:"Heeh!!!"

Iforgotshewasevenhere.Hisscentisstillhere.Helooksfamiliar.

Mama:"let'sgo"

Itooktheliquidfruitandwalkedaway.

.

.

.

*SANELE*

.

.

IwenttopayforthelittlesnacksIgot.Ihopethegeneral'swifewilllikethese.Iwenttothe

parkinglotandIputeverythingawayandIgotinmycaranddroveoff.IjoinedtheforcewhenI

was23andwaslivingatthestreetsthattime.OrphanagetoorphanageandIdon'tknowwho

myparentsareandIresentthem forsomereasonwhydidtheymakemeifIwasgoingtolive
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suchalife.Istartedwonderingwhotheyare.IfIlooklikemyfatherormother.Whenthe

OrphanagekeeperfoundmeinthedustbinwhenIwasyoungshefoundmybirthcertificateas

wellanditstatesmynameandSurname.Ithinkthatwouldhelpeasiertofindoutwhoaremy

parents.Iftheyarealiveordead.Igottothelocationthegeneralsenttome.Thisismyfirst

timebackinSouthAfricaafter10yearsofbeingoutofthecountry.IwasinAmericaandIam

tryingtogetthehangofthisrightsidedrivingtechnique.IparkedmycarandIgotoutwiththe

plasticsandthingsIboughtandIlockedmycarandIknockedwithmylegsincemyhandswere

occupied.Afairyetoldwomananswered.

Her:"ohdeliveryboycomein,putitonthetableandhaveanorange"

Ichuckled.

Me:"SorryMahIcametoseeMk....."

"SANELE"

Me:"general"

HewalkedtowardsmeandIputthethingsonthetableandwehandshook.

Me:"Howisit?"

Nkonzo:"Ididn'tsleeplastnight"

Wechuckled.

Me:"can'twaittoseetheminigeneral's"

Hechuckled.

Lady:",Iam MaDlamsMfanawam "

SheletoutherhandandIkissedit.

Me:"pleasuretomeetyou"

MaDlamini:"doyouhaveafatherwhoismyage?"

"Gogo!"

IchuckledwithNkonzohiswifecamedownthestairsholdingtwobabies.Nkonzowenttohelp

her.

Her:"Ihaveburpedhim "

Nkonzo:"ok"

Her:"Hidon'tmindmygrandmother.MynameisLandiswaDlamini,Mkhizenow"
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Shesmiledshewasbeautiful.

Me:"Iam SaneleDlamini"

MaDlams:"Awusibalikhulu(clanname)whoisyourmother?"

Ikeptquiet.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Idon'tknowher.Igrewupinanorphanage.

MaDlams:"Ohsorryeishcruelpeopledesertingsuchahandsomeboy"

Welaughed.

Landiswa:"Gogo.Let'sgositdown"

Me:"Ididn'tknowwhattobuysoIboughtnappiesandtreats"

Nkonzo:"youwannastealmywife"

WelaughedandMaDlaminibroughtbeveragesforus.Thisseemslikeawarm home.Onething

Iwish.Landiswawaslookingatmealot.

Landiswa:"Iam sorry,youdon'tknowwhoyourparentsare?"

Ishookmyhead

Me:"No"

Landiswa:"haveyoutriedlookingforthem?"

Me:"notyet.Iwantedustosettleatworkfirst"

MaDlams:"whatisitLandiswa?"

Landiswa:"Nothing.Iam justasking"

TheotherbabycriedandMaDlaministoodupandwentupthestairsandshecamebackwith

anotherbaby.

Landiswa:",Maybeheishungry"

Me:"canIseehim ?"

MaDlaminigavemethebaby.

Me:"whataretheirnames?"

Landiswa:"Fanelokuhle,ThandolwethuandQiniso"
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Me:"whatisthemeaningbehindit?"

Nkonzo:"truelove.Faneluthandolweqiniso"

Landiswablushed.

Me.:"That'srareandbeautiful."

Therewasaknockandsomeonecameinscreaming.

Lady:",wherearemyGodbabies!!"

Landiswa:"Amanda"

TheoneIwasholdingwaspeaceful.

Amanda:"ohhi.Landiswaisthisyournewbrother?"

Guy':"youwouldn'treplacemesis"

Ichuckled

Me:"No"

Wehandshook.

Guy:"Mongezi"

Me:"Sanele"

Amanda:"canIholdhim?"

Igaveherthebaby.

Amanda:"ncooh"

Mongezi:"let'smakeone"

Amanda:"Iseeyouhighonsomething"welaughed.

.

.

.tobecontinued

Insert71
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.

.

.

______

"Gugu(xolile'smother)it'sbad"

Thesangomasaysthroughtheothersideofthephone.GugukeepsoncheckingifXolilewon't

walkbyandshestartstotalktoNgqangithroughthephone.

Gugu:"Ngqangiwhatdoyoumeanit'sbadIthoughtwecoveredourtracksandnooneknows

weareinvolvedsomehowontheprince'ssuddendeath"

Ngqangi:"hisancestorsarenothappy.HehasaccepteddefeatbutabakwaQwabehaven't.

Theyarecomingforus"

Me:"youarepowerfuldon'tletthisgettous"

Ngqangi:"notaspowerfulasthechosenone.Heisthechosenoneandsoasanotherprincess

intheQwabeClanwithoutbothofthem alive.thekingdom willcrumble"

Me:"Idon'tcareifIjustgettheinheritance"

Ngqangi:"didyougetit?"

Me:"heleftmydaughterascholarship.Whatisthat?!Andheleftthatshamefulcousinofhis

everythingmydaughterdeserves"

Iturnandseeifnooneiscoming.

Ngqangi:"hayihayiungadlakelingalaphoGugu.Unamandlaloyamntanauyenaokhethiwe(no!

No!Don'tplayhere.Sheispowerfulthatchild.Sheisthechosen"

Gugu:"Idon'tcare"

Ngqangi:"wehavetomakesurehereached6monthsinthegravethensohecandie

completelyandhissoulleavetheearth.Ifitreachesthen.Thatgirlwilldieaswellcauseher

purposeiswithhim.Theyneedtodoittogether.That'swhyoneofthem diestheotherwill

follow"

Gugu:"ok.UseyourThingstomakesurenotraditionalhealerknowsthat"

Ngqangi:"ok.Wewilltalk"

Shehangupandsighed.
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Gugu:"everythingbelongtous.Ican'tgodownwithoutafight."

________

Iranmyfingersthroughthewaterandthewholethingdisappeared.Iwentdownonmybum .

Me:"BoDlaminiSibalikhuluhim leheningibonisaYona(Whatareyoushowingtome?)"

ItookmyphoneandIcalledSengwayo.It'satMidnightiknowbutthisneedstobeattended

Sengwayo:"MaDlamini?"

Me:"UsubonisilenabaphansiabakwaQwabe?(HaveyouconsultedwiththeQwabe

Ancestors?)"

Sengwayo:"Chaakuvelilutho(Nothingshows)"

Me:"weneedLandiswatoconnectwithMuzi.Heisnotdeadhisspiritisroamingbecausethe

Qwabe'sarenothappywithhisdeath.HeisthechosenonewithLandiswa"

Sengwayo:"Iknowtheyarethechosenonesforthekingdom."

Me:"sensedtobefastorlandiswawilldie"

Sengwayo:"GosleepandIwillbeincontactwithmyancestors"

Me:"angizli(Iam notsleepy)"

Sengwayo:"yekaikhandaeliqinileMaDlamini.(StopbeingstubbornMaDlamini)"

IsighedandhungupandIstartedpraying.

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

IkissedtheircheeksandtookthebabymonitorandwenttothenurseryandIcheckedinmy

boysandIwalkedout.LisembowilllooklikehermotherIhope.IreallymissedbeinghomebutI

knowsoonIwillhavetoleaveandgotoCapetownfortwoweeksbeforecomingbackfora

weekthenofftoRussia.Iwakkdownthestairsandwenttomystudyandtheywerealready

devouringmywhisky.Ihaven'tseenMuzisinceIcameback.
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Ntsika:"Ihititahundredtimes.Fuckit'sbeensolongsinceaguyreleasedlikethat"

Sanelelaughed.

Sanele:"yougo.Shaggingroyalty"

Ntsika:"Likethat"

Me:"whoareyoutalkingabout?"

Theybothkeptquiet.

Me:"ngathulamanje(youarequietnow)"

Ntsika:"howisitbeingafather?"

Me:"askBabahewilltellyou"

Isatdownandrestedmyheadonmychairclosingmyeyes.

Ntsika:"youlooktired"

Me:"(openingmyeyes)Iam tired.It'sliketheycamewithawhistleandIcan'tsleepformore

than3hours.Landiswaisturningmeonthisside.Thisistorturethanduckinggunshots"

Theylaughed.

Sanele:"yourwifeiswelcoming"

Ntsika:"PhelaNkonzoisGabhadiyamyman(Nkonzoisthebossmyman)"

Ilookedathim.

Sanele:"thissoundsinteresting"

Ntsika:"Thatusedtobehisbestfriend'sgirlfriend,theyshaggedandlovedeachother."

Sanele:"Oooh"

Helaughed

Me:"Haveyouconsideredbeingawifeyourself?"

Ntsika:"Butit'struemos.AnywayturnsoutthatLandiswaisfamilytotheexboyfriendthatone.

Shithappenedandnowheisnomore"

Sanele:"Dangwhatkilledhim ?"

Me:"Nomore?"
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Isatup.

Ntsika:"Ohshit!"

Ibangedthetablestandingup.

Me:"whathappenedtoMuzi?"

Ntsika:"Iam sorryman.Hedied4monthsago"

Ifeltmyearsheatingup.

Me:"andyoudidn'ttellme?"

Sanele:"hehasagoodreason.Hedidn'twantyoutobedistracted"

Me:"Bullshit!"

Iwalkedoutbangingthedoor.Muzican'tbedead.Notbeforehebecomesmybestman.Igot

inthebedroom andIbangedthedoorandthrewthebabymonitorontopofthebed.

Landiswa:"(wakingup)walwanesigcabhasikwenzeni?(Youarefightingwiththedoor.What

diditdotoyou)"

ShestoodupandwalkedoutwithLisemboandIsatinthebed.Itcouldn'tsinkin.Shecame

backandclosedthedoorandcrouchedinfrontofme.

Landiswa:"babytalktome"

Me:"wereyougonnatellmethatMuziisdead?"

Sheclosedhereyes.

Landiswa:"Iwassinceyouarebackbutitslippedmymind."

Me:"ishereallydead?"

Landiswa:"Ididn'twannabelieveituntilIsawhim insidethecasketgoingdown."

Iclosedmyeyesandclenchedmyjawsandtearsburnedmyeyes.Shehuggedme.

Landiswa:"Iam sorrysnuggles.Idon'tknowhowyoufeel"

Ihuggedherbackassherubbedmybackandtearsleftmyeyes.

Landiswa:"snuggles'"

IlaidonthebedonmybackandjustheldherallthememoriesIhadwithMuzicameflooding

back.ItslikethetimeIlostmymotherwaybeforeIknewher.Shewascryingaswell.
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Landiswa:"IloveyouSnuggles"

Iclearedmythroatandkissthetopofherhead.Myheartwasbrokenathousandtimes.

.

.

.

*NOMAZULU*

.

.

.

Twoassignments.Ihavetwoassignmentsduenextweek.Godjusttakemenow.Iwalkedoff

mylastlectureandIwenttotheparkinglottogotomycarIneedtobeseriousnowandMake

Muziproudwhereverheis.IstoppedmytrackswhenIfoundhim leaningbyhiscarnextto

mine.IfrownedandIwalkedtomycar.

Ntsika:"Hawunohellokissorhug"

Me:"Iam yourfuckbuddythat'sall,don'tgettooahead"

Ntsika:"don'tyoumissme?"

Me:"Ihave2assignmentstodothatIam behindin.Idon'tneedyourdistraction"

Ntsika:"Icankeepyoucompany"

Me:"No"

Ntsika:"callmethenwhenyouneedme"

Hewinkedandkissedmyforeheadandgotinhiscar.IgotinmineandIdroveoff."

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert72
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.

.

.

*NOMAZULU*

.

.

IgottomyflatandIthrewmybagonthecouchandIwenttomybedroom andItookoffmy

shoesandIwenttotakemylaptopbag.Iwanttogetmyassignmentsdoneinjustafewdays.

MyphonerangintheloungeandItookitandIanswereditwhileopeningmylaptop.

Me:"hello"

Mom :"am Iloosingyoubaby?"

Isighed

Me:"Himom "

IstoodupandwenttothekitchencupboardandItookoutmywhiskystash.it'smuchstronger

andIopeneditandgulpedfrom there.

Mom :"howareyoubaby?"

Me:"Iam goodmamahowareyou?"

Shesighed.

Mom :"Iam coping."

Me:"that'sgood"

Mom :"Ithinkyoushouldgototherapyyoudon'ttalktome"

That'sbecauseIusedtotalktoMuziaboutmyeverything.

Me:"NoIam finemom "

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Mom :"Iwon'tacceptthatNomayouarenot"

Me:"IsaidIam fineMom!"

ShebecamesilentandIopenedthedoor.Idrankmywhiskyandhepushedmeoutoftheway.
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Me:"Iwillcallyoulater"

Mom :"ok"

Iswitchedoff.

Me:"whatthefuck?IsaidIwanttobealone"

Ntsika:"Youalonewithoutdrinking.YeahrightIam goingtoclearthatout"

Me:"don'tyouhaveagirlfriendorsomething?"

Ntsika:"actuallyIdo.HernameisKamogelo"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"yeahright."

HetookouthisPhoneandshowedmeapictureofabeautifulgirl.Thickgirl.

Ntsika:"That'smyfiance.Iam goingtoseehertomorrow"

Me:"Gotoday"

Ntsika:"NoIwannaspendsometimewithmysidechick."

Ipushedhisfeetfrom mycoffeetableandIwenttotakemylaptopandsatnexttohim whilehe

openedapacketofchips.Hisphonerang.

Me:"switchthatthingoff"

Ntsika:"It'sKamo"

Hestoodup.Ilookedathim.

Ntsika:"Baby"

Hewassilentsbit.

Ntsika:"ShitIam coming!"

Hehungupandtookhiscarkeys.

Me:"thankGod"

Ntsika:"Iwillbebacksoon"

Hewalkedout.Suchanuisance.Iwentbacktotypingmywork.

.
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.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Aftersolong.Nkonzofinallyslept.Thesedayshesleepsshortlylike3HoursbutIam gladhe

hasslept.Ileanintoperkhislipsandheholdsmyneckandopenshiseyes.

Nkonzo:"Babydon'tscaremelikethat"

HeletsgoofmyneckandIsitup.Hedidn'tholdmethatstrongbutIfeellikeheleftamark.

Me:"Iwasjustgivingyouakiss"

Nkonzo:"Iam sorrycomeclose"

Hesatupandpulledmetohislapandkissedmycheek.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Heclearedhisthroat..Ilookedathim.

Me:"howareyoufeelingnow?"

Nkonzo:"Idon'tknow."

Inodded.

Me:"Iam hereforyou"

Nkonzo:"Iknowbaby"

Ikissedhischest.

Nkonzo:"Ineedtoleaveagainintwoweekstime"

Isatupandlookedathim.

Me:"youjustcamebackandthekidsareyoung"

Nkonzo:"IknowbabybutIwillbebackafterthreeweeks."

Me:"Mxm"
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Igotoffhisgripandgotoffthebedandhegotofftoo.

Nkonzo:"Landiswa"

Me:"isthisourlife?Youupandleavingeverynowandthen"

Helooksatme.

Nkonzo:"Iam thebossnowbaby.Iam thegeneral"

Me:"No!Youareahusbandandfatherbeforeyourwork."

Nkonzo:"Iknowbabybuttheworldneedsme"

Hewalksclosertome.

Me:"Don'ttouchme"

Hekeepsonwalking.

Nkonzo:"babyyougottounderstand"

Me:"Ihavetokeeponunderstanding"

Nkonzo:"Iknowit'shard"

Me:"doyouknowhowharditistosleepwithoutyourhusbandinbedforfourmonths.Doyou

knowhowharditistowishIcouldjustcallyouandhearyourdeepannoyingvoice.Doyou

knowhowharditistogothroughpregnancyalone?Doyouknowhowharditistolayin

hospitalandthinkhowyoualmostlostyourkidsduetostressofyounotbeinghere.Ifyouare

eatingorsleepingornotevendeadcomingbackwithacasket.Doyou?Youdon'tsodon'ttell

meabouthardshipsNkonzo"

Iwalkedoutthedoorwithtearsinmyeyes.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.

Insert73
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.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

IwaswatchingTitanicwhileholdingQinisoinmyarms.Hewastheonlyoneawake.Icecream

onthesideandtissueseverywhere.Ihadjustfinishedfeedinghim hisbottle.

Me:"whyistheTitanicsinking?"

Whyismyheartsinking.?Thatstherealquestion.IlookedatQinisoandsmiled.Helooksjust

likeNkonzo.Soadorable.Iperkedhisforeheadandhissquirmedfrom mycoldlips.

Me:",sorrybaby,Iloveyou"

IlookeduptothestairsandNkonzowassittinginthemiddleofthem lookingatus.

Nkonzo:"canwetalk?"

IkeptquietandhecamedowntherestofthestairsandsatnexttousandtookQinisofrom my

handsandhelaidhim on.Hischest.Hekissedhisforeheadandlookedatme.

Nkonzo:"(sigh)Iam sorry,thisishardonmeaswellLandiswa.Leavingyouguysisnotnice

aswell"

Ikeptquiet.Iwanttounderstand.

Nkonzo:"pleasetalktome"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay.It'simportanttoyou.Peopleneedyou"

Nkonzo:"comehere"

Ilaidonhischest

Nkonzo:"youknowIhaveneverlovedmylife.Ijustloveditformebutnow.NowIhaveyou

andourcreations.OurminiusandIam lovingit.Meetingyouwasthebestthingthathasever

happenedinmylife."

Ilookedathim withtearsinmyeyes.

Nkonzo:"iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutooBabydaddy"
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HechuckledandsatupanIalsodid.Heswitchedoffthetv

Me:"ThepartwhereJackwhateverheisdiesiscoming"

Nkonzo:"Idon'twantyoucryingoveranotherman"

Ilaughed

Me:"jealousysuitsyoubaby"

Hefrownedandwewentupthestairstoourbedroom.

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

.

Me:"GodNtandolookyoumessedmyt-shirtup"

Hewasspittinghisfoodeverywhere,IgroanedandItookoffmytopandputitonthecounter

andtriedtofeedhim againandhebehaved.IfinishedupandIgothim outofhisfeedingchair

andputhim inhiswalkerandhewalkedaround.IcleanedthekitchentillIfeltapresenceof

someonebehindmeandIlookedbackanditwasNdaba.

Ndaba:"Ididn'tknowthatwewerecleaningnakedtoday"

Me:"yoursonmessedmeup"

Hechuckledandcameclosetome.

Ndaba:"wellIlikeit."

Hebendedhisheaddown.

Ndaba:"whenisLandiswaandNkonzodoingtheirceremonysoweandoours"

Me:"ohshecalledyesterdayandsaidwecangoahead.ApparentlyNtsikaisEngaged.Shesaid

theywilldoalunchthingtilltheydecidedtodotheactualeventso"

Ndaba:"ok,gogetdressedsoIcantakeyouout"
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Me:"Ican'tsaynotothat"

Ndaba:"Ohandstartsearchingforourhome.Anythingyoulike."

Me:",really?"

Iwasfeelinghappy.Heperkedmylips.

Ndaba:"yesbaby"

Iwasbehindthewordhappynow.Ikissedhim.

Me:"thankyou"

Hesmiled.

.

.

.

Aweeklater

*NTSIKA*

.

.

.

Me:"Fuckyouknowyourshit!"

Isaidwhiletryingtocatchmybreathwhilelayingnexttoherandshegotonmeandinsertedmy

cockinhershekissedmylips.

Noma:"whenit'sfunit'ssupposedtobemindblowing"

Shewasmovingupanddownslowlywhiletryingtotieherhairback.Iheldhertinywaist.

Me:"itis."

Noma:"let'shavefunthen"

Sheincreasedherpaceandwesharedakiss.ThisaffairthingwasonethingIliked.Shekeptit

professionalbutthat'showtheyallstartright.ThisismyfirsttimecheatingonKamobefore

andIwouldn'tsayit'scheating.Justhavingharmlessfun.Webothcameandshegotoff!eandI

disposedthecondom andshewanttothebathroom andtookashower.ItookmyphoneandI
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have3missedcallsfrom Kamo.Icallher.

Me:"baby"

Kamo:"wehaveanappointmentwiththeweddingplannerinanhour"

Me:"yeahIremember"

Lies.Iforgot.

Kamo:"ok.Iloveyou.Papareceivedtheletterfrom yourhome"

Me:"youareheadingthereWednesday?"

Kamo:"yesIam.EishbabyIhavetogo.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

IhangupandNomacameoutdressedandtookherbag.

Me:",younoteating"

Noma:"thisisstrictlyfuckandnothingelse.Ihavetoremindyou"

Me:",youdidn'thavetobeapussyaboutit."

Noma:"youshouldn'tbecatchingfeelingMkhize"

Me:"Iam not.Ilovemyfiance"

Noma:"whatever"

ShewavedherhandandIsawawristcutonitandshebangedthedoorwalkingout.Shehas

bigissuesthisoneandIneedtohelpher.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

urghNtsikaisirritatingforreal,wehadanagreementbutheisactinglikeanaggingwife.Igot
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inmycarandIopenedmybagandlookedatthepacketofcoke. Ishookitacoupleoftimes

beforeItookoutmytextbookandIspilledsomenofitonmytextbook.ItasteditandImoaned

inpleasure.This.Nowthisisheaven.IscruffedinsideandItookoutmycardandaR100paper

andIrolleditandthencutthecokeinfourlines.IsniffedittwiceandIlaidbackonmyseatas

thefeelingwasnice.XXXTentionwasplayingthroughthesterioandItooktwomorelines

beforeIputeverythingawayandstarteddrivingtoTopstobuymoreHennessy.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.
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.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

"MemyselfandI

That'sallIgotintheend

That'swhatIfoundout

Anditain'tnoneedtocry

Itookavowthatfrom nowon

I'm gon'bemyownbestfriend
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(Igotme,myselfandI)

IknowthatIwillneverdisappointmyself

(Imusthavecriedathousandtimes)

Alltheladies,ifyoufeelme,helpmesingitout

(Ican'tregrettimespentwithyou)

Yeah,youhurtme,butIlearnedalotalongtheway

(Still,I'm abouttomakeitthrough)

Afteralltherain,you'llseethesuncomeoutagain!"

Ikeptonplayingthesongonrepeat.WhoelsehaveIgotthanmyself.Ihavetolookoutfor

myselfcauseIcan'tdependmypainonanyonebutmyself.IkickedthecanstothesideandI

wenttothekitchenandItooktheblackplasticbag.Amandawantedustodolunchwiththe

girlstodaysoIhave30minutestogetthere.IcleanedabitandthenIgoandtakeacold

showersoIam tipsyatleast.AfterthatIwenttotakeoutthecokeanddid4linesandIsniffed

them allandrubbedmynosecauseitwasitchingabitandickeanedupandwenttogetdressed

inshortswithacroptopandjacketswiththighhighbootsandtiedmyafrointoabun.Itook

outmyfoxlocks.ItookmybagandIwalkedoutofthehouse.

"Nomadon'tdothistoyourself"

Iturnedanditwasnoone.

"Noma"

Iturnedagain.

Me:"whoiscallingme?"

Noone.IgotinmycaranddroveofftoNkonzo'shouse.IcouldseecarsparkedandIthought

it'sjustusbutnahIguesstheycametoseethebabies.IgotoutandIwalkedinsidethehouse.

Iwasmetbycryingandtalkingandimmediatelygotaheadache.Amandajumpedtohugme.

Amanda:"heyIAM sohappytoseeyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"metoo.Wherearethemunchies?"
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Landiswa:"Iam sohappytoseeyou"

Me:"Amandasaidthat.Andyoulooklikeyoudidn'tgivebirthtothreekidsatall"

Sheblushed.

Amanda:"IwouldsayNkonzoismakingherexercisebutnahit'snothappening."

Palesa:"Babies"

Shecrushedmeinahug.

Palesa:"wowyoulookdifferent"

Landiswa:"yeahyoudo"

Me:"Iguessthat'sgood"

Amanda:"andwhendidyougetatattoo?"

Landiswa:"comemeetKamo,Ntsika'sfianceandNkonzo'sfriendSanele.Hopeyoulovehim "

ShewinksandIsmile.WhenwereachtheguysandGogo.Gogofrownsimmediately.

Me:"Higogo"

Gogo:"ohcomehere"

Igottoherandshehuggedme.IwastemptedtocrybecauseofherwarmthnessbutIdared

notto.

Gogo:"Heisnothappyyouaredistroyingyourself."

ButitprovestobedifficultbecauseIletthetearsfall.

Me:"Kubuhlungu(ithurts)"

Everyonewassilentasshecradledme.

Me:"Iwanthim heregogo.Whydidheleaveme?Iwantedhim towalkmedowntheaisleone

dayandhitmyhusbandforimpregnatingmeonedaywhileIcrybutIwon'tsharethose

momentswithhim "

Gogo:"hewillinspirit.Hewantstorest.Hereallywantstoandthereisnothingwecandoand

makehim rest"

Landiswaheldherbabyclosetoher.Gogostoodupwithme."

Gogo:"Nkonzoafterthispartytakehertorehab.Yambonaunjani(dohouseshowsheis?)"
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Nkonzo:"Iwilltakehernow"

Gogo:"later."

Shewalkedwithem toherroom andtuckedmeinwithher.

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

MymotherhasbeenabitdistancetheredaysandIwantedustoseeifwewillstillplanthekill

yetornot.Isnappedmyfingersinfrontofher.

Me:"mama",

Mom :"Mmmh"

Me:",whyiswrong?"

Mom :"ngani?,(Withwhat?)",

Me:",,youseem distracted"

Mom :"leavemealoneXolilewhileIdothingsforyou"

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedout.HawuwhatdidIdonow.Asmallwindpassedbythe

kitchen.

"ThetimewillcomeforyourendXolile."

IturnedandtherewasnothingbutIfeltchillsdownmyspine.Iheldmystomach

Me:"whoareyou?"

Herewassilenceonceagain.

.

.
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.

Tobecontinued

Insert75

.

.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

IWenttotheloungeandwentthroughthechannelsandjustwatchedsomeTVwhileeating.I

am reallygainingweightanditslikeIam gonnagivebirthanytimesoon.Mom comesdownthe

stairsallniceandcleanandIfrownather.

Me:"whereareyougoing?"

Mom:"Home.Ineedtotakecareofsomethings."

Me:"whatarethosethings?"

Mom:"ngimdalaXolile(Iam olderthanyou)"

IkeptQuiet.

Mom :"Ihavetoleave.Makesureyoueatwellanddon'tletthatCousingirlstepoveryou"

Me:"Iwon't.Bye,Iwillmissyou"

Shesmilesandwalksout.IchangethechannelandIwatchyesterday'sepisodeofscandalthat

Imisswhenthetvjustswitchedoff.Ilietheremotedown.

Me:"maybeit'ssomefuse."

Istooduptogoandcheckatthekitchenonthemainswitchaneverythingwasok.Iwent

outsideandthereaswell.That's.Weird.Iwentbackinsideandmusicwasplaying.That'sweird.

Igottotheloungeslowlyandmyfoodwasn'tthereanymorebuttherewasbloodwritingonthe

floor.
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"Youtouchmypeopleyoutouchme"

That'swhatitsaidbeforeavoicefollowed

"Xolile,Xolile,Timeisrunningout"

IranoutofthehousescaredandIwentonmykneesonthedrivewayshakingandIstarted

praying

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

Therewassilenceinthecar.IwastheonlygirlandtherewasMongezi,NkonzoandNtsika

drivingmetorehab.Ireallydon'tneeditbutIam cravingformoreCoke.

Me:"Thereisnothingwrongwithme."

Mongezi:"afterwhatgogosaidIam notbuyingit"

Me:"signmeupfortherapybutnotrehab"

Ntsika:"therehabfacilityprovidesbothrehabilitationandTherapy."

Me:"couldyoujustshutup?Iam nottalkingtoyou"

Nkonzo:"Noma!"

HescoldedmeandIfrowned.

Me:"JustknowIwillcommitsuicidethistime."

Mongezi:"thenlet'stakeyoutoamentalinstitutionandjoinyourfriends"

Me:"youcan'tbeserious"

NkonzoturnedthecararoundandMongezitypedonthegps.

"In10m turnleft"
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Itsaid.IlookedatNtsikawhowasnexttome.

Me:"dosomethingNtsika"

Ntsika:"anginiyousaidImustshutup.Soletmeshutupinpeace"

Ihithischest.

Me:"Nxdick"

Therewassilence.Itwasdarknow.Ifelthishandonmythighandhiswarm airdownmyneck.

Ntsika:"Youlovethisdick"

HewhisperedandIpushedhim ashechuckledandNkonzolookedatusthroughthereview

mirror.

Me:"canwegohome.Iwilllivewithoneofy'allandyoucanmonitormeandtakemeto

therapy.Ihaveschoolyouknow"

Theyalllookedateachotherthinking.

Nkonzo:"IthinkifyoustayyouwillhavetolivewithMongezibecausewetravelalot.Ican't

monitoryouandyoucantwistLandiswa"

Me:"HaahbhutiMongeziisscary",

"In500m turnright"

Theladysaid.

Mongezi:"ufunanihehNoma?(whatdoyouwant?)",

Ikeptquietandtheystoppedthecarandlookedatme.

"In400m turnright."

Theladykeptonrepeatingthat.

Ntsika:"YouonsomebullshitpillIsee"

Me:"Fuckyouok"

Mongezi:"Iwillhityou,youwon'tbelieve."

Iswallowed.Hewasscarynow.Isighed.EvenNkonzo'slookwasspinechilling

Me:"Iwillgowithyou"

Mongezi:"Goodnowshutyourbigcocksuckingmouthandlet'sgo"
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Ikeptquietthecarstartedgoingagain.

Mongezi:"yougotoschoolandcomehome.Iwillcheckeverydayifyouarecleanandyouwill

gototherapy.FailTodothoseandIwilltreatyoulikeyouhaveamentaldisease"

HelookedatmewhenhesaidthelastpartandIjustkeptquiet.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Nkonzocamebacklateandhelookedtired.Iam alsotiredthismorning.Thekidsbecomea

choiratnightandsinghorriblemelodiestous.Gogohelpedmehereandthereandsoas

NkonzobutItoldhim togoandsleep.IwokeupwithmyneckhurtingasbitsinceIsleptonthe

rockingchairandIgotoutofthenurseryandtheyweresilent.Iwenttothemasterbedroom

andwenttotakeashower.Nkonzowasstillasleepandheisusuallyupfirstthesedays.AfterI

wasdone.IworealeggingswithNkonzo'st-shirtandsockswithflopsandIwentouttothe

nursery.IwokeLisembofirstandIbathedher.Shewasquiet.AfterthatIdressedherup

warmlyandIfedherandputherdownandhesleptagain.DidthesamewithThandoandQiniso

andthenIleftthem theretosleepwhileItookthebabymonitorandIwentdownstairsandgogo

andMaZuluweredrinkingtea.

Me:",morning"

MaZulu:"morningmychild."

Gogo:"yourlittlewhistleswerebreakingmyearslastnight"

Ilaughedandmadebreakfast.Theywereatthediningroom andIwasatthekitchen.Itwas

openplansoIcouldseethem.

Me:"Mahstopcallingmykidswhistling"

MaZululaughed.Itookoutallthatneededtomakebreakfastformyhusband.

Gogo:"Mxm.Theyarelikeyou"

Me:"Theyareminenje"
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Imadesomebreakfast.Iwastryingthesausagesandsqueezingfreshorangejuicewhen

somethingwhisperednexttomyearandIclosedmyeyes.

"Iwantpeace.Ineedpeace"

It'slikesomethingheavywasweighingonmyshoulders.

Me:"Muzi?"

Therewassilent.Iknowitwashim.Hisauragaveaway.

"Wehavetobeseparated.Iwantpeace"

Gogo:"whatiswrongLandiswa"

Ifeltabitbetter.

Me:"IsithunzisaMuziKadesilah.Ufunaukulalangokuthula(Muzi'spresencewashere.He

wantssorestinpeace)"

Gogo:"Oh"

InoddedandNkonzowalkedin.

Me:"youjustruinedbreakfastinbed"

Hechuckledandheldmefrom behindandpeakedoverwhatIam doing.

Nkonzo:"Smellsnice,Sanibonani"

Them :"Hello"

Theystoodupandwenttothelounge.

Nkonzo:"Imissedyouinbedyesterday"

Me:"thekidswereonachoirmode"

hechuckled

Nkonzo:"afterbreakfastgoandrest"

Me:"butIstillneedtodoalot"

Nkonzo:"wecanhandleeverything.Restyouneedit."

Iturnedtohim andgivehim aperk.

Me:"Iloveyou"
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Nkonzo:"Iloveyoumore"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist.

Nkonzo:"Iam goingtoseeMuzi'slawyertoday"

Me:"howdoyoufeel?"

Nkonzo:"(smiling)Iwillbeokwithyou,justcan'tbelieveheisgone"

Me:"yeahit'sunbelievable"

Wehuggedeachother.MyshoulderwaswetandtearsnearedmyeyesbutIpushedthem back.

Me:"Iam hereforyou"

Nomatterwhathappened.Theywerebrothersafterall"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert76

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

"Girlwhenwefirststartedwewerespendingallourtimetogetherinlove

Nowwe'regrowningonandyou'reafraidoflosingme,don'tbe
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I'vegotaheartfullofloveeventhoughImightnotshowit

Girlit'syouIdream ofandjustsoyouknowit

Youhavemyattention,anythingyouneedatall

I'llbetherewhenyoucallme

[Chorus]

I'vegotthingsonmymind,takin'mytime,butI'm...

I'm nottoobusyforyou,I'm nottoobusy

Ifyou'refeelingalone,justpickupthephone,'causeI...

I'm nottoobusyforyou,I'm nottoobusy

Weusedtodream thatonedaywe'dhaveeverythingwewant

Butnowthatthingsaremovin',Ihopethatwedon'tmoveapart

Youstillhavemyheart

I'vegotsomuchtodo,butgirlitdoesn'tmatter

ButwhenitcomesdowntoyouIcan'tthinkofnothingbetter

EverytimeI'm stressin',Ifindthatit'sablessin'to

Tobehearin'from you "

Thisisoneofmyfavouritesongs.IknowthatLandiswalovestheartistKennylattimorevery

muchandIthinkshewouldmarryhim ifshehadachancetodoso.Ismilewhilelookingather.

ItalwaysfeelforeignbutgoodwhenIsmilejustforher.Shewantedtotagalongtothelawyer's

officeandMaZuluandMaDlaminisaidtheywillhandlethekids.

Landiswa:"ifyoufeelingalone.Justpickupthephone,'causeI.....

I'm nottobusyforyou,I'm nottobusyforyou"

Ichuckledcauseshewasloudbutsinceshecansingitwasbeautiful.Evenifitwasn'tIwould

havelovedit.Shekissesmycheekandchangesthesong.



484

Landiswa:"Yohbabyitfeelshotinhereopentheac"

Ichuckledandopenedtheairconditionerasshewasfanningherself.

Me:"youdramatic"

Shesmiled.

Landiswa:"Itookitfrom MaDlamini"

Inoddedinagreement.

Me:"Ihaveasurpriseforyouafterthis.Ireallyhopeyouloveit."

Landiswa:"anythingthathas'NKONZOMKHIZE,LANDISWA'SHUSBAND'behinditIwilllove"

Ichuckled.

Me:"SoIam Landiswa'shusband?"

Myoneeyebrowwasupwhileconcerntratingontheroadandstealingglancesather.

Landiswa:"yessodon'tgoandfindanotherMamiouttherecauseIwillkillthebothofyou"

ShegavemeaseriousstareandIliftedmyhandsupinsurrender.

Me:"Iwon't"

Landiswa:"Good"

Shecarriedonbobblingherheadandjustlaughedathowshejustthreatenedme.Wearrivedat

thelawfirm wherethelawyerworks.Igotoutandwenttoopenthedoorformywife.

EverytimeIthinkorsaythatitjustfeelssurreal.IwalkedwithherwhileIheldherwaist.She

looksbeautifullikeshedidn'tjustgivebirth.Shedoesn'tputmakeupattimesbutshedoesn't

needitcausesheisverybeautiful.

Landiswa:"Youknowapicturelastslonger"

Shesmiled.

Me:"(kissinghercheek)Idon'tneedapicturecauseIgotthepersonnexttomesecuredandI

canstareallIwant"

Landiswa:"Babyyousuckatbeingromantic"

Ifrownedandshelaughed.

Landiswa:"Butthat'swhatIloveaboutyou"
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Me:"Youbetter"

Shegiggledandweweredirectedtothelawyer'soffice.Assoonaswegotinhestoodupand

greetedusandshookourhands..

Lawyer:"MrMkhizeandMsDlaminiIpresume"

Landiswa:"It'sMrsMkhize"

Lawyer:"Ohmyapologies"

Me:"Maywegetitdonewith?"

Lawyer:"ofcause.Uhm MrQwabehereleftyoualetter"

Heopenedhisbriefcaseandtookitoutandhandedittome.

Landiswa:"youcanreaditathomewhenyouarealone."

Me:"NoIwillreadithere"

ShenoddedasIopenedtheletter

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

Ifeellikeaprisoner.MongeziismakingsureIam likeaguardedcriminal.IwascheckedifIam

cleantodayandIam thoughIam cravingbutIhavetoresistit.Thetherapyisreallyannoying

mecauseIdon'twanttotalkaboutanythingtonostranger.AfterDrSimonhadleftIwentto

mybedroom andthrewmyselfonthebed.Iwasreallytired.Mongezihadwentouttovisit

AmandafortodaybutIam stuckwithguards.Iheardpeopletalkingdownstairsandigotoff

thebedandwentdownthestairsandIsawKamo.Sheturnedandsmiled.

Kamo:"Ifoundherbaby!"

Ntsikaappeared.DamnIam hornyandIneedtoreleasebutthemosquitoisherewithit's

carrier.



486

Ntsika:"Wecametosleepoverandmakesureyouareok"

Kamo:yes"

Ifakesasmile.

Me:"Sure."

Iturnedaroundandwentupthestairs.Iam notachildnxx.Igotinmyroom andbangedthe

doorandmyphonerang.ItwasMenzi.IbreathedoutbeforeIanswered

Me:"Myking"

Menzi:"dropthat.Iheardaboutyou?"

Me:"youaregonnatreatmelikeababytoo?"

Menzi:"Iknowit'shard.IlostmytwinNomayounottheonlyonewholostabrotherbutDrugs?

"

Me:"wedealwithpaindifferently"

Menzi:"Notthiskind.It'sdestroyingyouandwon'tchangethefactthatMuziisgoneandyou

wishinghewasthere.Iwishthattoo.IwishIspentmoretimewithhim."

Iwassilent.ReallyIdidn'tthinkofhowMenziisfeeling.Iwassoconsumedinmyownpainthat

Ididn'tnotice.

Me:"CanIcomehomethisweekend?"

Menzi:"youwillcomedownwithLandiswaandGogo"

Me:"ok"

Menzi:"Iloveyouandiam stillyourbrother"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HehungupandIlaidinbedandlookedattheceiling.

"Youknowwearenotagainstyouright?"

Ilookedather.Shewalkedin.

Kamo:"Iam sorryaboutyourbrother"

Inoddedandturnedaway.

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenengaged?"
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Shehastheemostwidestsmileintheworld.

Kamo:"It'sbeen6monthsandnowwearegettingmarried".

Me:"itmustbenice"

Kamo:"don'tyouhaveaboyfriend?"

Ilookedather

Me:"noIam asmashandpassgirl"

Kamo:"ohw"

Ididn'tlikeherohw

Me:"canIbealone?"

Kamo:"sure"

ShewalkedoutandIsighedandjustcalledmyfuckbuddyinthehouse.

Ntsika:"Hello"

Me:",Comeup"

Ntsika:"itdoesn'tendwellwithyou"

Me:"Ohwell.That'sme"

Ntsika:"Iwilltrysee.Whatyouwant.Giveme20minutes"

Me:"ok.Greetwifeyforme"

HeclosedhistongueandIlaughed.Iquicklywenttothebathroom andfreshenedupabutand

wentbacktomyroom andhewalkedinmyroom 20minutestopsandIwasonhim kissinghim.

Ntsika:"Kamomightcome"

Me:"that'sthefunpart"

Heclosedthedoorlockingit.

Ntsika:"Iwillbequick"

Me:"that'sallIneed"

Isaidgoingdownonhisbeltandunbucklingit.

.
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Tobecontinued

Insert77

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

NkonzohasbeenquietsincewehavelefttheLawfirm andIunderstandandIhavebeensilent

aswellgivinghim histimetoprocesswhatwasinthere.Idon'tevenknowwhat'sinside.Heis

bittinghisbottom lipwithafrownonhisfaceandIknowheisthinkingandit'sdeep.

Me:"weshouldgohome.Wewillseethesurpriselater"

Heturnedtofacemethenfacedtheroad.

Nkonzo:"No,Iam ok"

Helockshishandwithmineandsmiles.It'ssmallbutIloveitanyway.

Nkonzo:"wehavetopassbysomewherefirst.Seeinganoldfriend"

Me:"ok"

Ipluggedinmyphoneandplayedsomemusicandlaidmyheadonmyseat.Wefinallygotto

thedestinationandhehoppedoutandopenedthedoorandIthankedhim.

Nkonzo:"itwon'ttakelongok?"

Ileanedin.

Me:"it'sok"

Wewalkedinthedealership.

Me:"Yourfriendworkshere?"
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Nkonzo:"heistheowner.HehassharesatLandRoverandtheyimportlandRovers.Healso

hasagaragethatsellsnewPorchescars.HeholdsDemofestivalsaswellwherepeoplecan

comeandviewnewreleasesandtestdrivethem."

Me:"Wowhemustberich"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"heis.Iam gladwecaughthim becausehetravelsalot.Itusedtobeme,him and

Muzi.Togetherwecausedhavocinvarsity"

Hewasinthoughtsagain.

Me:"Iam suretheyweregreatmemories"

Nkonzo:"yeah"

Aguyincasualclothes.HewasallNike.Nikeshortswithsneakers,capandt-shirtandRolex

watch.Thereitis.Theexpensivething.

Him :"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"Vuyani"

Theybrohugged.

Vuyani:"isthisyourgirl,wowfirsttimeseeingyouhaveone"

Theychuckled.

Nkonzo:"Iam afamilymannow"

Vuyani:"Youlie?Howdidyoumarrythissoldier.Girlscouldn'thandlehistempertantrumsand

howhelacksbeingromantic"

Ilaughed

Me:"IguessIwasmentforhim then"

Vuyani:"IwillvisittheMkhize'ssoon."

Nkonzo:"ComewithDisneyworld,mykidshatepeoplewhocomeemptyhanded."

Vuyani:"HowlonghaveIbeenoutofthecountry,wowman.Yougrown.Iam stillsmashingand

passing"

Me:"yetyouseem married"

Iwaslookingathisweddingband



490

Vuyani:"It'sjustaringright.plusit'sanopenmarriage"

Me:"Oh"

Welaughed.

Vuyani:'wewilltalklateraboutfamily.Pleasecomethisside"

Wefollowedhim.

Me:"(whisperingtoNkonzo)heisfriendly"

Nkonzo:"heisbutafuckboyaswell"

Me:"Inoticed"

Ifeelsorryforhiswife.Wegotinhisofficeandhegavemesomebottleswaterandhadwhisky

withNkonzo.

Nkonzo:"iseverythingok?"

Vuyani:"100%ready.Wejus...."

Therewasaknockonthedoorandaguypeekedin.

Guy:"Sirwearereadyforyou"

Vuyani:"Thanks"

Hewalkedout.

Vuyani:"IgotnewCarstoday.Let'sgoseethem "

Nkonzo:"yougladthatyourparentsforcedyoutodoMechanicalengineering"

Vuyani:"dude.LooknowIam amillionaire"

Theylaughedandwewenttowherethecarswereandtheywerebeautiful.Porchecarswere

thissideanwewerelookingatthem.

Me:"Wowtheyarebeautiful.Howmuchdotheyusuallycost?"

Vuyani:"Wellthereisavarietyofthecostpricesbutnothingbelow2Millioninthisgarage"

Me:"Wowthat'salot."

Heopenedthedoorofone.

Vuyani:"Getinandfeelthem."
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Me:"Won'tImessitup?"

Hechuckled

Vuyani:"NoMrsNkonzonowgetin"

IgotinandohmyGodtheleatherseatsitwaslikeheaventhewaytheywerecomfortableon

me.Thesteeringwheel.EverythingherescreamedIam expensiveandbeautiful.Thecarsmell

wasamazingaswell.IopenedthedoorandgotoutandNkonzoheldmywaist.

Me:"WownowIseewhytheyareexpensive"

Vuyani:"Notonlythat.AnotherreasontheyareexpensiveisbecauseofTheirpartsarealso

expensiveandhardtofind.Theygetshippedfrom overseas."

Me:"NowIwishIdidengineering"

Nkonzolaughed.

Nkonzo:"youwillandIwillmakesureofthat"

Ismiledandperkedhislips.

Me:"Thankyou"

Vuyani:"OhIhaveonelastcar.ThisisanewreleaseandMydelearshipistheonlyonethathas

thisporcheinthewholeofSouthAfrica.Soyouguysgettoseeitfirstaswell"

Me:"Thisisexciting"

Theylaughedandhedirectedustotheothersideandhegotthroughfirsttotheoutsideandwe

followedandIstoppedmytracks.

Nkonzo:"Comebaby"

Ilookedathim withtearsinmyeyesandhewassmiling.HecameandhuggedmeandIjust

criedonhischest.

Nkonzo:"shhh"

Alumpthatwasinmythroatwasfreeandsobscameafter.WhenIwascalm Iremovedmyself

from him andhekissedmyforeheadandtookmyhand..

Nkonzo:"Let'sgetcloser."

WegotcloserandIdon'tevenknowwhatistheonpointnameoftheatbutIknewit'saporche.

Ithadaredribbonandtherewasabanneraboveitwritten"ILOVEYOUMRSME"damnthe

numberplatehadmynameonitandthetearsandexcitementallinonejustflowed.Vuyani
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openedthecardoorandithadredleatherseats.It'swhiteincolour.

Me:"Nkonzo"

Nkonzo:"getin.It'syours."

Me:"I...I...Ican't.It'sexpensive."

Iturnedtohim andhelookedatmeandheldmycheeks.

Nkonzo:"Idon'tcarehowexpensiveitis.Ifit'sforyouIdon'tmindtakingoutevenamillion

nowifyouaskedbecauseIhavetotakecareofyouandspoilyouasyourhusband."

Ihuggedhim.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hebrokethehuganwipedmytears.

Nkonzo:"getin."

HesaidwithasmileandIsmiled.

Vuyani:"Mywifewouldhavebeenoutofherealreadywithoutcaringhowmuchitis.Ifit'shers.

It'shers."

Ilaughedandlookedaround.Wowthisisbeautiful.Ifeelblessed.NkonzowinkedatmeandI

smiledthenhesnappedapicture.

Nkonzo:"beautiful"

Me:"WaitIcan'tdrive"

Nkonzo:"Iwillteachyou"

Me:"Youleavingsoon"

Nkonzo:"ifIhavetoextendmystaytoteachyouIwill"

Ismiled.

Vuyani:"manyouwhippedyerrr"

WelaughedanIhoppedout.Vuyaniwhistledandsomeguycamewithabasketandkeysand

handedthem toVuyaniwhogaveittome.

Me:"Thankyou"
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Vuyani:"buymorecarsMkhizetomakeyourwifehappy"

Me:"nothisoneisenoughalready"

Theylaughed.Ifeelsohappy.IlookedatthemanIloveandwonderhowIbecamethislucky

tohavehim.

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

.

Landiswa:"(singing)Kudalngizulangifuna'onjengawe

You'rethefatherofmybaby

You'remynumberone

Andthere'snootherone"

Ichuckled.Shehasbeenhappysinceweleft.Shewants.UstopassbyAmanda'splace.Ilove

seeingherlikethat.

Landiswa:"Thankyou"

Ilookedather

Me:"it'sapleasure"

Landiswa:"foreverything.Forbeingtherewithmeandfortoleratingmeandforlovingmethe

most.Forthefamilywehaveandseeingmeworthyasyourwifeandmotherofyourkids.

Thankyouforthat"

Ikissherhandwhileclenchingmyjaws.

Me:"Thankyouforlovingme. Iam notperfectbutyoulovemenontheless"

Shekissedmycheek.

Landiswa:"Iwouldhavegaveyousomesomebutheyyouknow butthatdoesn'tmeanIcan't
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wearalingerieforyouandstripdance"

Thesmileonmyface.Mybodytingles.Whatisshedoingtome.?Shelaughed.

Landiswa:"IseeKhabazelaagrees"

Shesaidcoveringherface.

Me:"babyyouaretorturingme"

Landiswa:"oksorrysthandwaSam "

Weparkedthecarandshegotoutrunningout.Thiswifeofminecanbesomethingelseat

times.Igotoutandmademywayinandtheywerehuggingeachother.

Me:"HelloAmanda"

Amanda:"babuMkhize(MrMkhize)"

Landiswa:"Musaukuphapha(don'tbeforward)"

Amanda:"Mongeziishere.Hewenttothekitchen"

Landiswa:"wellIhavenews"

Amanda:"metoo"

Landiswa:"youfirst"

Mongeziwalkedin.

Mongezi:"IthoughtIheardsomeannoyingvoice"

Me:"that'smywifeyouaretalkingabout"

Amandalaughed

Landiswa:"thankyoubaby"

Amanda:"Mongezisitdown"

Mongezi:"yougoodman?"

Me:"Iam good"

Mongezi:"Iwantustogoandtalk"

Me:"sure"

Landiswa:"don'tkilleachotherplease"
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Mongezi.:"Wewon't"

Wewalkedoutside.

Mongezi:"Iknowwenevergotalongformanyreasons"

Me:"yeah"

Mongezi:"Iwanttoputourpasthistoryapast.Formysister'ssakeandyourwife.Weare

familynowbasically"

Me:"thatdidn'tstopyoufrom tryingtohateyourownfamily"

Mongezi:"youwon'tunderstand.Toalwaysbesidelinedjustbecauseyourfatherwasn'tthere.

Them nottreatingyouthesameandtreatyoulikeanoutsider.Feelinglonelyintheworld."

Ithoughtofwhathesaid.Wearen'tthatdifferent.Ifeltlonelyinthisworldeventhoughdadis

alivebutsinceLandiswaandthekidsIfeellikeIhavesecurityandpeoplewhowilllovemeno

matterwhatandIwilldothesame.

Me:"Igetyou"

Mongezi:"Idon'twanttolooseLandiswa.SheisallIhave"

Me:"metoo"

Wehandshookonit

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

Ican'tbelievewhatIam abouttotellLandiswaisactuallytrue.SheismyBestfriendandItrust

her.Iknowshewillhavemyback.

Landiswa:"Ihavebeenwaiting"

Me:"tellnoone.Ijustfoundoutyesterday.Wellwefoundoutyesterday"
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Landiswa:"waitareyoupregnant?

Ismiledandnodded.Shescreamed.

Landiswa:"(singing)Uthi'asmithe

S'holeMaliyeqolo

Hulumeniuyadlalangathi"

Ilaughed.

Landiswa:"Bitchiam sohappyforyou.Howfar?"

Me:"2weeks"

Landiswa:"Nowmybabieswon'tbelonely"

Me:"youHavethreekids.Whichloneliessareyoutalkingabout?"

Landiswa:"thisdaygotbetteryoh."

Me:"whatmadeyouhappy?"

Shesmiledcoveringherfaceandrollingback

Me:"tellmeLandiswa"

Landiswa:"GodAmandaIlovethatman."

Shesatupandlookedatme.Icouldseeitinhereyesthatshereallydoes.

Me:"ok"

Landiswa:"guesswhohasacar?"

Iscreamedandcriedwhilehuggingherandwerolledonthefloor.OhmyGodIam sohappyfor

her.Shedeservesthis.Shehasbeenthroughenoughandnowshehassomeonewholovesand

takescareofher.Webothcried.

Landiswa:"ItsallsurrealManda.ItjustfeelslikeyesterdaywhereIwenttoschoolwithbroken

shoesandcouldn'taffordmuchandstillIcan'tbutnowIownacarworthmillions.Whowould

havethoughtthatmeLandiswawhoishatedbyhermotherwouldbewhereIam."

Icriedmore.Hersayingthatgottome.Ialwayslivedagoodlife.IneverknowhowLandiswa

struggledcauseIhaveneverbeeninherposition.Shegaveupherdreamsjusttomakeends

meetandnowGodispayingforalltheyearsoftearsandhersorrows.

Me:"Iam sohappyforyou"
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Landiswa:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Westillhuggedeachotherlayingonthefloor.Herheadwasonmychest.Theguyswalkedin

andrushedtous.

Nkonzo:"arey'allok?"

Mongezi:"whatiswrong?"

Welookedatthem beingworriedandwelaughed.

Landiswa:"nothingbabyjustgirltime"

Me:"yeah"

LandiswasatupandMongezicarriedmefrom thefloor

Mongezi:"don'trollontheflooryouaregonnahurtyourself."

Welauged

Me:"chillMuntuwam Iam fine(myman)"

Wesharedakiss.

Landiswa:"okthat'sourcuetoleavebabylet'sgowestillhavetogethome"

Theystoodupandwedidtoo.Wehuggedtheysaidbyeandleft.

Mongezi:"Iloveyou,youknowthat?"

Inodded.

Mongezi:"comehere"

HehuggedmeandIcried.

Mongezi:"deathwillseperateusandthat'sapromise."

Nomanhaseversaidthatandmenthiswords.EverytimeMongezimakesapromisehekeeps

toit.Iam fallingforhim reallywithnoreturnandnowachildisintheway.Whowouldhave

thoughtmyghettoasswouldbeamother.

.

.

.INSERTSEVENTY-EIGHT
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.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

TheghettocouplearehostingabraaitodayisforsomereasonsandIthinkit'sagoodwayfor

ustojustgooutandhavefunyouknow.Landiswawasskepticalbutgogosaidshecancome

soIwashappyaswell.IheardBhutibae(Nkonzo)Boughtacarforhersowewillsoonbe

rollinginherbaby.IgotoffthecarafterNdabaopenedthedoorforme.Weplantohaveour

weddingintwomonthsfrom now whichisnextyearFebruary.Igooutandwenttotheback

whilehehadNtandoinhishandsandItookthesaladandhehandedmyhandbagtomeandI

kissedhischeek.

Me:"thankyou"

Wewalkedinside.Amandawasheardfrom thedoor.

Amanda:"Veleindodauyinikaengathiuyumagosha!(Yeahyougiveittoyourmanlikeyouarea

prostitute)"

Theladieslaughedthatwerethere.TrustAmandatosaysuch.

Me:"Hellogirls"

Landiswajumpedtohugme.

Ndaba:"Ladies"

Them :"Bhutibae"

Theylaughed.God,Iturnedtohim.

Me:"comeNtando"

Ndaba:"heisaman.Heiscomingwithme"

Me:"ok"

Heperkedmylipsandleft.

Amanda:"Loveisintheair."
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Landiswa:"okladies.ThisisPalesaourgirl.PalesathisisKamo,Ntsika'sfianceandthenthisis

londiwe,Vuyani'swife"

Londiwe:"MrsXuluDarling"

Shewavedherperfectlymanicuredhandsintheair.

Me:"nicetomeetyou"

Wesatinthekitchenhelpingoutprepare.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

Mongezijusttoldmethereisabraaiat"Their"placeAmandahasaflatsoIguessheboughta

houseforthem together.Ididn'twanttogobuthedraggedmethere.Ihavebeencleanfora

weekbelieveitandit'stouringme.IdosmokeweedsometimesbutIfMongezifindsoutthenI

am doomed.AssoonasheparkedthecarIgotout.YahnehRrhhaahetreatsmelikeachild.

Iwasinskinnyjeanstheyarerippedwithalongsleevet-shirtthoughit'shotbutIam covering

mycutwrists.IgetinandtheladiesaremakingnoiselaughingandthereisKamoandaBarbie.

Justgreat.

Landiswa:"Noma"

ShecametosqueezemeinahugandImoanedinpain.

Me:"Landiswayouarekillingme"

Shebrokethehug.

Palesa:"wedon'tknowyouanymore"

Me:"Igotschoolandhometoattendeverydaybecauseofy'all'smen"

Amanda:"theyarelookingoutforyou.Weallare"

Me:"Surethanks"
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Isatdown.

Landiswa:"Uhm thisisUnathiXulu.SheismarriedtoVuyani"

Shelookedatmeupandown.Idon'tcarereally

Me:"oh.Iam goingtoliedown"

IgotoffmychairandaguywholookslikeLandiswaandhersisterwalkedinwithanothergirl.

Him :"hi"

Me:"Shomfwethu.

IwalkedoutandwasheadingupthestairswhenMongezispoke.

Mongezi:"Comefrom downthereandgogreetNoma"

Me:"Igreetedtheladies"

Mongezi:"Iwillslapyousilly"

Ihuffedandwalkeddownthestairspassinghim.Heheldmyupperarm.

Mongezi:"droptheattitudecauseyouwillthankuslater"

Iyankedmyselfandwentoutside.Themenwerebythebraaistandhavingdrinks.ArghNtsika

ishereandsomeguyIdon'tknow.Igottothem.

Me:"sanibonani(Hello)"

Guy:"Hey"

Nkonzo:"VuyaniholdyourpantspleaseyouhaveawifeandNomaisofflimits"

Vuyani:"chillman."

IrolledmyeyesandNtsikawassippinghisdrink.

Vuyani:"VuyaniXulu.Iam sureyoudon'tremembermemuch.IwasMuzi'sfriend.Iwascrusty

backthen"

Heletouthishand.Ilookedatitbeforeshakinghishandbackandsomethingwasshockingmy

bodyandmakingittingleAndilookedathim andmyeyesjustwenttohiseyesandhis

Colgatesmile.Hischiseledfaceandstrongjawline.HelookedPerfectinhisCarmelskin.He

touchedmywristsandtheywereexposedbutnotthatmuch.

Vuyani:"whathappenedhere?"
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Ipulledmyhandback

Me:"Ihavetorest.Bye"

Irushedoffandwentupthestairsandfoundaroom andlockedmyselfinit.Hisscentisstill

atthetipofmynose.Hissmileseemedsoperfectandhisroughyetsofthandsweresending

signalsallovermybodyandbutterfliesoccupiedmystomach.Forthefirsttime.Iwasshy.Why

wasIshy?Heismarriedbutthatdoesn'tmeanIcan'tadmireright?

.

.

.

*SANELE*

.

.

.

Ilookathersmilingandenjoyingeverymomentshehasaroundfriends.Mysister.Wellnotfull

sistersincewedon'tsharethesamefatherbutsheismysister.Ican'tbelievethatsheisthe

general'swife.Iwonderhowourmothertreatedher.WhenIdidresearchthatmaybeitwasn't

acoincidencethatImetthem thatdayandthattheyareDlaminiandIconductedtestsand

foundoutthatIam relatedtoher.Ihaveafamily.Howismyfatherlike.Hersmilehasabitof

meandMongeziinit.Hereyesaresimilartomine.Thisismysister.

Landiswa:"youhaven'ttouchedyourfoodSanele"

Itakemyspoon

Me:"Iam notthathungry"

Shefrowns.

Landiswa:"awuthenyoushoulddishitupastakeaway"

Inoddedasshetookmyplateandwalkedoff.Amandacollectedthedishesofthosewhoare

done.

Nkonzo:"Sanelelet'sgogetsomedrinks"

Istoodupandwalkedwithhim insidethehousetillwegotoutandwentbythedriveway.Helit

upacigaretteandstartedsmoking
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Nkonzo:"Isawhowyouwerestaringatmywife"

Iswollowed.

Me:"GeneralIam sorryit's....."

Nkonzo:"when?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"itsbeenaweeknow"

Nkonzo:"Iguesstheforcetaughtyouwell."

Me:"youknew?"

Nkonzo:"from theweekImetLandiswa.Isawhowshelookedlikeyouandhersisterand

motherwereconfirmation"

Me:"Ihaveanothersister"

Hechuckledandtookapuff.

Nkonzo:"yeah"

Ileanedonthecarnexttouswithhandsinmypocket

Me:"howarethey?"

Nkonzo:"unfortunatelytheyarenotlikeLandiswaandMaDlamini.Theyaresomethingelse"

Therewasapindropofsilence

Me:"thebad?"

Nkonzo:"Iwon'tsaymuchaboutthem causeIhavecrossedpathswiththem onceortwicebut

youwillseewhatImean.Tellmywife.Wewouldbehappy.Sheactuallywasaskingmethat

shefeelslikesheisrelatedtoyouandherinstinctsneverfailher"

Me:"howwillgogofeel?"

Nkonzo:"theywillloveyoumorethanyourmotherwould."

Hethrewhiscigaretteaway

Nkonzo:"don'tpunishthem.Theydidn'tknowbutthepersonyoushouldbeangryatisyour

mother.

Inodded
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Me:"thanksgeneral"

Henoddedandwewalkedinside.Ifeltbetternow.

.

.

.

.INSERTSEVENTY-NINE

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Beingamother,Wifeandstudentatthesametimeisveryoverwhelmingandhard.AttimesI

can'tkeepupandjustwishthatIwashavingasimplelifeandstillhadit.Iam inthestudyroom

andit's2am.IhavejustfinishedfeedingLisembowhowascryingherlungsout.Iam finishing

upmyassignmentsothatduringthedayIcantakearestbecauseIam tired.Iam stillglued

typingmyassignmentwhenthedooropensandheentersandItakealittleglimpseofhim

beforeIcarryonwithwhatIam doing.Helaysonthecouchandfacesuptheceilingwhile

runninghisstomach.IclosemylaptopandIgotohim andlayontopofhim andhewrapshis

armsaroundmeandIlaidmyheadonhischestandsighed.

Nkonzo:"Imissyou"

Me:"Iam righthere"

Heplayswithmyhairandremovesitfrom myfaceandlooksatmeandIlookathim.

Nkonzo:"thebedissocold."

Me:"Iam sorry.Let'sgoback"

Nkonzo:"NoIam warm now"

Ilookathim.Heisinboxersonlywithmeontopofhim.Igiggledathim.

Nkonzo:"what?"

Me:"NothingMrMkhize"
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Hetakesmyhandwiththeringandplayswithit.

Nkonzo:"yousureyoudon'twantawhitewedding?"

Me:"Idobutfornowno.Iwantusandthekidstosettle.Besidesit'saparty.Iam MrsMkhize

alreadyandIhaveyou"

Hekissesthetopofmyhead.

Nkonzo:"Ineverimaginedbeingmarriedandhavingkidswithonewoman"

Isatupandhithischest.

Me:"hey"

Hechuckled

Me:"Soyouwereafuckboy?"

Hetiltedhisheadina"Ikindawas"

Me:"ewwu"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"Aguyhadtodowhathehadtodo"

Me:"MmmmhGcwabe"

Hechuckledandkissedmyneck.

Nkonzo:"Theforcechangedmefrom that.Evenfamilywasn'tinmylistofthingstodoinlife

whenIjoinedtheforce"

Me:"butLandiswaDlaminichangedthat"

Helaughed.

Nkonzo:"yeahyouchangedthatandIloveit"

Ikissedhislipswhileholdinghisface.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nkonzo:"Iloveyoumore"

Ismiledandgotoffhim andwenttomylaptopandhesatupandwatchedme.Iwenttomy

laptopandplayedmyKennylattimoremusicsoftlyandwenttohim andhepulledme.

Nkonzo:"howmanymoremonths?"
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Ilaughed.

Me:"it'sbeentwoweeksandalreadyyoucan'twait"

Nkonzo:"Youlooksobeautifulnawe"

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Nkonzo:"Let'sgosleepsoIcanteachyouhowtodrivetomorrow"

Iclearedmythroat.Hekissedmyneck.

Nkonzo:"Yindaba?(What'swrong?)"

Me:"ThisweekendwehavetoheaddowntoKzn"

Nkonzo:"thekids"

Inodded.

Nkonzo:"isiturgent?"

Me:"gogosaidthat"

Henodded.,

Nkonzo:"wewillhavetomakeaplansincetheycan'ttravel"

Me:",Ihaveawhizzyfeelingaboutthetrip"

Nkonzo:"Didyoudream aboutit?"

Me:"no,it'sjustIdon'tknow"

Nkonzo:"maybeyouarehavingcoldfeet"

Me:"maybe.Let'sgosleep"

Hecarriesmeoutandwewalkupthestairstothemainbedroom.

.

.

.

.

*XOLILE*
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.

.

.

Queen:"Drwhatisgoingon?"

Iwasadmittedatthehospital.MycrampswerekillingmetoapointIthoughtIwasdying.

Dr:"thebabyisturning"

Ilookedathim.

Queen:"howcanthebabyturnwhenit'salmost5andsomethingmonths?,",

Shelooksatme.

Dr:"wearetryingtofigurethatout."

ShelooksatmeandtheDrdoessomething'sbeforewalkingout.

Queen:"howfarareyou?"

Me:"23weeksyourhighness"

Queen:"Mmmmh.WeneedtocallSengwayoandassesyou.Maybethisisatraditionalmatter.

",

Inoddedandshewalkedout.Irubbedmystomach.

Me:"youhurtmommy"

"TimeisrunningoutXolile"

Ilookwherethevoiceiscomingfrom andit'snowhere.Isitupbutthepaincomesbackwith

power.Ifeelwarm liquiddownmylegsandit'sblood.Ibuzzthenursewhileshouting

Me:",,help!!Help"

Thisisamess.

.

.
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INSERTEIGHTY

*GUGU*

.

.

.

Ngqangi:"Vumaniboh!(,Agree)",

Me:"Siyavuma!(,Weagree)"
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Isaywhileclappingandshethrowsherbones.Iam havingweirddreamsofPanthersripping

meapartoraCobrabitingme.Sheobservesthem asitissilentandshakesherhead.

Me:"Whatiswrong?"

Ngqangi:"kubi(it'sbad)"

Me:"wecanfixit"

Ngqangi:"thiscan'tbefixed.Ourendisnear"

Me:"don'ttellmethat!"

Shestandsupandgoestotakeherbowelfilledwithredwaterandsherunsherhandsandthen

lookstit.ShedoesitagainbutIseenothing.Sheshakesherhead.

Me:"yinimanje?(Whatisit?)"

Ngqangi:"celaungiphumele(pleaseleave)"

Me:"Iam notleavingtillyoutellmewhatitis."

Ngqangi:"theyarecomingforus.Startingwithyourdaughter"

Me:"butshedidnothing."

Ngqangi:"shefedoffyourevilness"

Me:",,Don'tmakeitseem likeIam theonlyevilpersonhere.Skhohlakalisomama(evilwoman

)"

Ngqangi:"iminaweloyophumaungasabuyi(meandyouboth.Leaveanddon'tcomeback)"

Istoodupwalkedout.

Me:"veleyouareuseless"

Iclickedmytongue.Useless.Uttterelyuseless.Ihavetotakethesemattersinmyownhands

now.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.
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.

Iam worried.Ithasbeensilentinheresinceweleft.Iam thinkingofthekidsweleft.Amanda

wassohappytobabysitwithMaZuluandPalesa.ThosearetheonlypeopleItrust.Nomaisina

badspaceandNkonzosaidweshouldleaveearlygetdoneandcomeback.Iam gladheishere

tosupportme.ReallyIam grateful.Ilookatthebacktogogowhoisasleeplikereallyasleep.

IturntoNkonzoandheisinthoughtsaswellandIsigh.Helooksatme.

Nkonzo:"nervous?"

Me:"youmeantiredandscared."

Nkonzo:"youknowIam hereforyou"

Ikisshischeek.

Me:"andIloveyouforthatGcwabe"

Nkonzo:"stopturningmeonplease."

Ichuckledandfeltabitbetter.

Nkonzo:"don'tworry"

That'swhatIam doing.WewillsoonarrivetotheKhanyisaKingdom.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

KamoistryingtobemyfriendbutIam notinthemoodforthat.Thehouseisfilledwithnoise

andbabycriesandIlovethesemunchiesyesbutIcan'tdealwiththenoise.Iam inmyroom

whenanotheroutbreakoftheirscreamscomeonandIgroanandfinishmyCokeline.Itwas

toughbutIgotit.IliftedmyheadupandgetusedtothefeelingbeforeIcleanedupandwentto

thebathroom.MyheadispoundingandmynoseisbleedingandItakesometissueandwipe

it.

"Noma!"

Fuckthat'sMongezi'svoice.Iremovethetissueanditgotworse.
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Me:"Shit!!"

ItrybyallmeanstostopthebleedingandIhearhim bangthedoor..

Mongezi:"NomazuluVulalah!!(Nomazuluopenhere!)",

Me:"Iam coming."

Irushedtoopenthedoorandhemadehiswayin.

Mongezi:"whydidyoulockthedoor?"

Me:"Iwasreading"

Helooksatme.

Mongezi:"whyistherebloodcomingoutofyournose?"

ShitIthoughtitstopped

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Mongezi:"areyousniffingagain?"

Me:"nobhutiMongezi"

IfeltabitdizzyasIshookmyhead.Ibalancedwiththewall.

Mongezi:"Noma"

ItwasfaintbeforeIhitthegroundanditwaslightsout.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

WearrivedatthepalaceandMenziwaswaitingforuswithSengwayo.Igotoutandrantothem

andhuggedthem.

Menzi:"someonemissesus"

Me:"Notreally.IjustmissedbabasoIsawitrudenottohugyou"
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Hechuckled.

Gogo:"Sanibonani(hello)"

Sengwayo:"Ihopeyoutraveledwell"

Us:"wedid"

Menzi:"let'sgoinside.Theguardswillbringyourbagsin"

Wenoddedandwalkedinside.

Gogo:"kuhambakanjaniSengwayo(howIsitgoingSengwayo?)"

Sengwayo:"Landiswaneedstobecleanedbyhisgravetoday"

Me:"butIam tired"

Sengwayo:"thesoonerit'sdone.Thesoonertherewillbepeace"

Me:"Thereisneverpeace"

Gogo:"Landiswa"

Ilookather.

Menzi:"doessheneedtochange?"

Gogo:"yes.Inwhitecloth."

Henods.WesitabitandweareservedfoodandweeatafterIam whiskedawaytogoand

change.Nkonzoissittinginthebedlookingatme.Iam inwhitecloth.Noshoes.Iam tryingto

tiemyhairwhenhecomesclosertome.

Nkonzo:"letmedoit"

Me:"canyou?"

Nkonzo:"idon'tknowbutIwilltry.Ihaveawifeanddaughter'sthatwillneedtheirhairfixed"

Me:",youhaveonedaughter"

Helooksatmethroughthemirrorandkissesmyshoulder.

Nkonzo:"afteryouhavehealedwehavingtryingagain"

Me:"haahbabayougonnacarrythem thistime?",

Nkonzo:"no,onlydifferenceIwillbethere"
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Ismiled.

Me:"howsureareyou?"

HefinishesupandIturntohim ",

Nkonzo:"Iam sure"

Ilookbacktothemirrorandhedidmyhairwell.Ihughim.

Me:",thankyouandIloveyou"

Nkonzo:"Iliveforyou"

Ismiledwhilelayingmyheadonhischestandhehugged.Me.Therewasaknockonthedoor

anditopened.Gogopeakedin.

Gogo:"weshouldgoLandiswa"

Inodded.

Nkonzo:"youwillbefine."

Me:"Ihope"

WeshareakissandIwalkoutwithgogoandwemeetSengwayodownthestairs.

Sengwayo:"let'sgototheroyalcemetery"

Wenoddedandwemadeourwaythere.Theguardsstayedbytheentranceandwewalkedin

andsearchedforMuzi'sgraveandwewentonourknees.Sengwayoprickedmyhandand

spilledthebloodonhisgraveandthentookthelionstailandhedippedinsoiledwaterand

startedsprayingaroundwhilecallingtheQwabecalm names.

Sengwayo:"Qwabe,Gumede,Phakathwayo,Mnguniisyeyeyesizakuminamakhosanaamahle

(wedo!etoyouourbelovedprince's)"

Hekeepsonsprayingandwearesilent.

Sengwayo:"MuzihereisLandiswathekingdomschosenonewithyou.Whatshallwedo?"

Thecloudschangedanditwasgrey.Verydark.

Gogo:"Sengwayowhatisgoingon.?"

Sengwayo:"Idon'tknow"

Iheardababycryinsidethegrave.,
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Me:"thereisababy"

Istoodupandwalkedtowardshisgraveandthecrywascomingfrom there.

Me:"Khonaingane(thereisababy)"

SuddlenyIwaspulleddowninsideandit'slikeitopened.

Me:"Gogo!"

Gogo:"Landiswa!"

ItclosedupandIwasontopofhiscasketandIscreamedIwasscared.

"Bestill"

Itwaslightsoutafterthat.
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INSERTEIGHTY-ONE

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

"Landiswa"

IcouldhearsomeonecallingmebutIwasafraidtoseewhoitis.AfterwhatjusthappenedIam

shaken.Idon'tknowwhattodonextorwheretorunto.

"Landiswa"

IopenedmyeyesslowlyandIwasinthatplaceagainwherethereisbeautifulgrassandclear

waterjoinedwiththewaterfall.Isitupandlookuptowhoiscallingandit'salltheseoldmen

infrontofmeandsomeyoung.King'sandQueensandPrincessesIpresumefrom thepast

generations.IseemyfatherandIrunuptohim andhecatchesmewhilelaughing.

Dad:"youaretoooldnow"

Me:",butIwillalwaysbeyourbabygirl"

Hechuckledandwebrokethehug..

Me:"whatam Idoinghere?Am Idead?"

"Noyounot.Iam "

IturnedanditwasMuzi.LikeIliteraryjumpedoffdadandwenttohughim andIcried.
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Me:",Why?"

Muzi:"Iam atpeace."

Me:"isthereanywayforyoutocomeback?"

Dad:"heissupposedtocomeback.Reasonsitwasnothistime.Ifhedoesn'tyoufollowhim

soon"

IlookateveryonethenMuzi.

Me:"buteveryonethinksheisdead.Howwillweexplainhowheisupandalive?"

Oldman:"youaresmartmygirl.Bothofyougoonyourknees."

Theyallsurroundedus.

Dad:"Joinhands"

Wedidjoinourhandstogetherandthecloudschangedhere.TheystartedchantingtheQwabe

Surnamefrom softlytoloudlyandthethunderstorm happened.IwasstruckbyitandI

screamed.

__________

"Landiswa,Landiswa"

IopenedmyeyesanditwasGogoandSengwayolookingatme.

Me:"howdidIgetoutofthegrave?"

Gogo:"grave?"

Me:"Muzi"

Sengwayo:"wecameheresoyourancestorswouldrecognizeyou.Whatgraveareyoutalking

about?"

Me:"Muzi'sgrave"

Theylookateachotherthentheylookatme.

Sengwayo:",Ithinkyouneedtorestmychild"

Theyhelpedmeup.Whatisgoingon?Ilookedwherethetombstoneissupposedtobebutit's

notthere.Whatthehellisgoingon?.WewentinsidethepalaceandIfoundNkonzoandMenzi

havingabitofwhiskeywhiletalking.Iwenttositbyhim andheheldmyhand.

Nkonzo:"didyoufeelconnectedwithyourancestors?"
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HereIam confused.Ijustnodded.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

"Wecangotakethatdrive.Iam ready"

Ilookedup.Hayiam Idreamingorthisiswitchcraftonanotherlevel.Hesmilesandwinks.

Me:"whatthe........"

.

.

.

*MONGEZI*

.

.

.

IhavebroughtNomatothehospital.Reallythisthingofhers.EishwhenshewakesupIdon't

knowwhatIam goingtodotoherseriously.TheDrcomesoutandIgotohim.

Me:"howisshedoc?"

Dr:"shehadanoverdoseinCocainefornowwearenotsureaswefoundthatthecocaineuse

shetookhadratexinitaswell"

Me:"shitNoma"

Goshwhydoesn'tshelisten.Shewantstokillherself.

Me:"canIseeher?"

Dr:"afteranhour"

Inodandhewalksoff.Myphoneringsandit'sAmanda.Ianswerwhilewalkingout.

Amanda:"howisshe?"

Me:"overdose"
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Amanda:"yoh.Ihopeshewillbeok"

Me:"Idon'tknowthistime."

Amanda:"takehertorehab.Don'tmakeanacceptionthistime."

Me:"yeah"

Therewasaloudringingcomingfrom thephone.

Me:"hello,Amanda"

Nothing.Idroppedthecall.Theweatherwaschanging.AsIwaswalkingtomycarsomething

hitmethenitwaslightsout.

.

.

.

.

*NGQANGI*

.

.

.

GuguhasputmeinamessallbecauseofMoney.Iwasstupidaswellforthinkingthiswill

succeed.Iam tryingtoconnectwithmyancestorssotheycantellmewhatisgoingonbut

nothing.

Me:"madloziAmingikhanyiseleni(myancestorsshowmethelight)"

IthrowthebonesoncemoreanditappearsandIflip.

Me:"No.Nono!!!"

Iheldmyneckasairwasleavingmybody.Itwaslikesomeonewaschokingme.

Me:"Madlozi"

IputmyhandsbymynecktotryremovewhatitwasbutthereisnothingtillItookmylast

breath.

.
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.

.

*XOLILE*

.

.

.

Iwasinalotofpain.TheDrsdecidedtotakemetothetheatertotryandsavethebaby.Ifit

couldbesaved.Iwillheartbrokenifmybabyisnotsafe.Nowtheyarecuttingmeopenand

theabdominalpainiscominginforces.Iam cryingherelikeIam pushingthebabyout.

Dr:"Takeherawayandputherinanincubator"

Me:"canIseeher?"

IfeltlikeIwasloosingmyenergy.Theyletmeseeher.Shewassilent.Ikissedherforehead.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Theyrushedawaywithherandbacktome.Theonewhoisloosingenergyandinpain.

Dr:"weneedtostitchherupASAPsheisloosingblood."

Icouldfeelthem stitchingmeup.Iwasloosingenergybitbybit.

Nurse:"sheisnotbreathingproperly"

Dr:"getheraventilator"

Shenoddedandrushedoffandtheyputmeonone.Itdidn'thelpaswell.Itookadeepbreath

Me:"Muzi"

That'sallIsaidbeforeitwaslightsout.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*,
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.

.

Iam atthepalacegardensittinghereaskingmyselfHoweverythinghappened.Irememberus

beingatanotherplace.Him dyingandallandnowheishere.Ifeelsomeonesitnexttomeand

Ilookathim.Helooksrealwithhissmileonhisface.

Me:"How?"

Muzi:"Idon'tknow.ButallIknowisthereasonyouhaveaspecialgiftofseeingthingsis

becauseourgreatancestorthefirstonehaditanditpassedon.Shewasborninthefamilyof

greatsorcery."

Me:"youmeanIwillbeawitch?"

Hechuckled.

Muzi:"Idon'tknow"

Thereissilence.

Muzi:"sheisdeadnow"

Me:"who?"

Muzi:"Xolileandhermotherwiththeirsangoma"

Me:"howdoyouknow?"

Muzi:"Iam basicallyyourtwin.Ifeelthings"

Me:"thisisweird.Howcantheydie?"

Muzi:"AlifeforalifeLandiswaformetocomeback.Xolile'smotherandherfriendhadtodie.

FormydaughtertoliveXolilehadtobegone"

Me:"younothurt?"

Muzi:",no.Ilovedheryesbutifitwasyouwhoisdead.Iwouldberollinginthefloorintears."

Welaugh.

Me:"IguessIam notamillionaireanymore."

Muzi:"mythingswillstayunderyourname."

Me:"putthem underNtandoandSeluleko"
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Hesmiled

Muzi:"Seluleko?"

Me:"that'shername."

Muzi:"niceIlike"

Me:"doeseveryoneremember?"

Muzi:"no.Abithaschangedthoughbutnotdrastically.ForNomayes.Theydon'tremember

medying.Onlymeandyouknow"

Me:"oursecret"

Welaughedandfistbumped.Iam gladheishere.Nkonzocametowardsusandtheyfist

bumpedwithMuzi.

Nkonzo:"Iam gladyouareback",

Ilookedathim andMuzididtoo.Howdoesheknow?HewinksatmeandsitsnexttomeandI

am inthemiddle.

Me:"backfrom where?"

Nkonzo:"Thegrave."

Myeyespooped.

Me:"youknow?"

Muzi:"yourmom protectedyou"

Henodded.

Me:"ayiokifyouarenotfreekedout"

Nkonzo:"Iam not"

Me:"Iloveyouboth"

Them :"weloveyoutooprincess"

Welaughedandsharedahugthisfeelsright.
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INSERTEIGHTY-TWO

.

.

*LANDISWA*

IthoughtIam preparedforthedaythatNkonzoleavesbutreallyIam not.Ihavebeensobbing

onhischestforthepasthourIthinkandIam noteventhinkingoflettinggoofhim.

Nkonzo:"BabyIhavetogo"

Me:"can'tyoutakemewith?"

Hemakesmefacehim.

Nkonzo:"thekidsneedyou"

Me:"butIneedyou"

Hechuckledandperkedmylipswhilewipingmytearsandhesmiled.Ididthesame.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iliveforyou"

WeshareakissbeforeheletsgooffmyfaceandstartswalkingtowardsSanele.Hecomes

forthandIhughim aswell.

Me:"Lookaftereachother"

Sanele:"(clearthroat)wewill"

Ismile.

Me:"youlookjustlikeZanele"

HefrownsandIlaugh.

Sanele:"Whoisthat?"

Me:"oursister.Youaresmarterthanthat"
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Iwinkedandhechuckledandwalkedoff.Iwatchedthesesoldierswalkofftowhereeverthey

aregoing.It'sreallyhardtosaygoodbyetosomeoneyoulove.Iwentbacktothecarandgotin

andAmandalookedatme.Sheisgainingweightabit.

Amanda:"Wine?"

Me:"Mongeziwillkillyou"

Amanda:"Imentforyouhawu.Yohmntasengeke"

ShedroveoffandIlaughed.

.

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

.

Youprobablywonderinghowitfeelstobedeadthenaliveagain.Idon'tknowbutit'sdifferent.

WhybecauseIam givenasecondchanceinawaythoughIwasrobbedthefirsttime.Itouch

theglassasIlookatSeluleko.SheisstillintheincubatorbuttheDrssayitlookspromising.I

haven'tbeenleavingthehospitalsinceIcamethisside.Ifeelahandonmyshoulder.She

handsthecoffeetomeandIthankher.

Mom :"shewillbeok"

Me:"sheisthewomaninmylife,Ineedher"

Mom :"youwillgether"

Therewassilence.

Mom :"Ifeellikethingschanged"

Me:"in?"

ShelooksatSelulekoandthenme.

Mom :"growth.Ifeellikethispastyearandmonthswehavegrownsomuch.It'salmosttwo

yearsanditwasarollercoaster"
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Me:"yeah"

Isippedonmycoffeewhilestaringatmypinkdaughter.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Mom smiledandpattedmyback.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

.

HeholdsmywaistsotightlyandbyhisgripIknowheisabouttocum.Hetakesovermy

positionandheliftsmeupandthrustsinmelikeheisinacompetition.Ilickmylips.Pressmy

boobsandsqueezethem whileamoanescapesmylips.

Me:"Iam coming"

Him :"comewithme"

WebothreleaseatthesametimeandhepusheshisshaftdeeperinmeandandIgetoffhim as

ourjuicesrundownmylegsandhegoestothebathroom andtakesawarm towelandwipes

meoffandputsthetowelonthecouchandhepullsmetolayonhim.It'ssilent.Wedon't

cuddle.Thisisourfirsttimeactuallycuddlingbutitfeelswarm andgivesmeafuzzyfeeling.

Heremovestheweavefrom myface.

Ntsika:"Noma"

Me:"Mmmh"

Hepullsmeclosertohim andhugsmeandIam buriedinhisbigarmswithmytinybody.He

kissesmyheadandsighs.

Me:"What'swrong?"

Ntsika:"Thisisallfunandgames?"

Me:"that'swhatIknow."
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Iturntofacehim andhekissesmylips.

Ntsika:"Ishouldn'thavebutIam fallinghard"

Me:",fallingfor?"

Ntsika:"You.IloveyouNomazulu"

Iwasastonishedanddidn'tknowwhattosay.Isatupandlookedathim.

Ntsika:",Iknowit'sshocking"

Me:"Ntsikayouaremarried"

Ntsika:"Notlegally.Traditionallyyes"

Igotoffthebedandhefollowsme.

Ntsika:"Noma"

Me:"Kamo"

Ntsika:"Wenottalkingabouthernow"

Me:"Iknowwesaidthisisaboutsexandallbutfeelingsaregonnahurtalotofpeople

especiallyKamo.Ithinkweshouldendthis"

Iturnsandheholdsmywaist.

Ntsika:"NomaIloveyou.Ican'thelpit.It'sburningmeinside"

Me:"LetmegoNtsika"

Igetoffhisgripandhespeaks.

Ntsika:"lookatmeandtellmeyoudon'tfeelthesame"

Ilookathim .

Ntsika:"Tellmeyoudon'tloveme.Tellmeyoudon'twantme"

Hiseyesareglossy.Ihaveneverseenhim beingsoemotional.Hestepscloser.Hefinally

reachesmeandoneteardropsandthenextfrom hiseyes.

Ntsika:"Tellmeyouloveme.TellmeyouwantmeasmuchasIwantyou"

Mylipsaretrembling.Hekissesthem andIreturnitandwesuckandpassionatelykiss.Ibreak

it.

Me:"Ntsika"
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Ntsika:"Iloveyou.Justtakethat"

Inodded.Thisisamess.Ihaveneverseenhim crybefore.

INSERTEIGHTY-THREE

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

IwasinthoughtsasIlookedathim layingnexttomewhileasleep.Justafterwehadbeenatit

againtwicethistime.Idon'tknowhowIfeelorwhattodoorhowtoreactafterwhathehad

justtoldme.Ithinkofalotofpeople.FirstlyMuzi.Hewillbedisappointedinme,Mom.What

willshesay?AwholelotofpeopleandthenthereisKamo.Beingheartbrokenisnotnice.I

lookathim againandThink.Maybeheisplayingmeforhisownbenefits.Maybehewantsto

luremeintobeingwithhim.Nomawhyareyouthinkingofbeingwithhim ?Stopthat.He

openshiseyeswhileIam stillinthoughtsandhelooksatmeandthereissilence.Ilookathim.

Hedoesn'tsleepmuchthatIhavenoticed.Likeheonlyslept5minutesagoandnowheisup.

Ntsika:"what'swrong?"

Me:"this"

Hesitsupandpullsthecovertocoverhisbottom halfandrunshisfingersthroughhishair.

Ntsika:"whataboutthis?"

Me:"Wehavebeendoingwrong.Itshouldnthavestartedinthefirstplace."

Ntsika:"CanIbehonest?"

Inodded.

Ntsika:"Idon'tregretcheatingonKamo"

IFrown

Me:"wowyouaresuchajerk"

Ntsika:"Iam likeLandiswa.Icheatedandfellinlove"
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Me:"thisisdifferent"

Ntsika:"youright.BecauseKamoisnotyourbestfriendoranything"

Hehasapointbutstillwrong.

Ntsika:"comehere"

Hepullsmetohischest.

Ntsika:"Iwillgiveyousometimetothinkaboutit.

Inodded

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

.

Iam sittingattheloungeatMongezi'shouseafterIhaddroppedoffLandiswaattheirhouse

andplayedwiththekidsabit.IwaswatchingWAGSwhenMongezienteredandhethrewhis

keysonthecoffeetableandsatnexttomeandperkedmylipsandrubmyinvisiblestomach.

Mongezi:"Youok?"

Inodded.Hefrowned.

Me:"Iam.Ijustfeelgrumpytoday",

Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

Mongezi:"didIdosomethingwrong?"

Me:"no"

Hebecamesilent.

Me:"Mongezi"

Mongezi:"mmmh"
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Me:"Wherearewe?Imeanwherewillwebeinfuture?Willwebestilltogetherorbeco

parentsorwhat?"

Mongezi:"wewillneverco-parent"

Me:"Iam justthinking.HonestlyIam scared"

Mongezi:"off,?"

Ilookathim .

Me:"Loosingeverything"

Mongezi:"IloveyouokandNo,ourfuturewon'tbeaboutco-parentingbutourspacefilledwith

minnieus"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Minnieus?"

Mongezi:"yes.10moreafterthis"

Ilaughedathim.

Me:"dreamsdocometrueatnight"

HetickledmeandIlaughed.

Mongezi:"Iwillknockyoustraightafterthisoneyouwon'tbelieve"

Me:"pleasestop"

Iwasstilllaughing.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Me:"Iam happytohearfrom you"
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Nkonzo:"youmakeitseem likeIleftyearsago"

Me:"itfeelslikeit."

IputEmbodowninhiscotandIwipedmyboobthatwasdrippingsomemilkandItookthe

babymonitorandwalkedouttomybedroom.

Nkonzo:"Don'tworryIwillbebacksoonerthanyouthink."

Me:"wellthreeweeksthat'samonth.

Hechuckled.Ilaidonthebedwhiletakingoffmyslippers.

Nkonzo:"whenIcomebackitwillbelikeIleftforoneday"

Me:"alreadythebedfeelscold"

Igotinbedandlaidinthere.

Nkonzo:"Takemywarm lovefornow"

Me:"hayi"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"IloveyouMrsMkhizeandIreallyhopeyoulovetheloveIwillexpresstoyou"

Me:"Youdothatwithyouractionsbaby"

Nkonzo:"Ireallyloveyou",

Me:"ncoohIloveyoumore"

Hechuckled.Iyawned.

Me:"babyIam sleepy"

Nkonzo:"listentothesoundofmyvoicesoothyou"

Ilistenedtohisvoiceashespokeandthensoonitwaslightsout.

.

.

INSERTEIGHTY-FOUR

.
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.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Iwokeupfrom thisamazingpeacefulsleep.Ihaven'tsleptthatlongsincethekidswereborn.I

gotsomeactualpropersleepinsuchalongtime.IgotoffthebedandIwenttotakeashower

andletthewaterrelaxmybodyagainbeforeIwasout.Iam surethekidsarehungrynow.I

knowIpumpedsomeMilkforthem incasebutIseriouslyneedtospendalotoftimewiththem.

IwenttotheirNurseryandtheywerenotthereandIwasstartingtopanic.Wherecouldthey

be.?Irandownthestairsshoutinggogo'sname.

Me:"Gogo,MaZulumykids!"

Itwassilent.ThewholehousewasandIrantoGogo'sroom andshewasn'tthere.Iwascrying.

Wherecouldtheyallbe?Theyarestillyoung.Weretheykidnapped?.Isatonthefloorcrying

andthedooropenedandNomawithPalesawalkedin.

Noma:"Landiswawhat'swrong?"

Me:"gogoandmykidsaremissing"

Palesa:"ohtheyareatmyplace"

Me:"todowhat?"

Noma:"wehavesomethingtoshowyousocomeon.Wewillseethem."

Palesahelpedmeupandwipedmytears.

Palesa:"don'tcryplease"

Inodded

Noma:"theyareok"

Me:"ok"

TheywalkedmetothecarwhileNomalockedupandthentheydroveoff.

Palesa:"Openyourboringmusic"

Me:"it'snotboringandwhatdoyouwannashowme?"
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Noma:"wewantyoutoseeitforyourself.Haveyoueaten?"

Me:",notyet"

TheynoddedandIopenedDandelionbyTevinCampbellandwelistenedtoitwhilethecarride

wasfilledwithQuestionshereandthere.WegottoNdaba'slodge.Heownsoneandit'sso

naturalandTraditionalbuthasmodernqualitiesatthesametime.

Me:"yousaidtheywereatyourplace"

Palesa:"wearestartingwithyoursurprise"

Me:"ohok"

Wewalkedinsideandwewenttothereceptionandtheygaveuskeysandwewalkedtothe

rooms.Palesaopenedthedoorandtherewasclothingbagonthebed.Wellitwascoveredina

clothingpackettopreventitfrom beingdirtyorwrinkledIguessandflowersontopofthem and

theylockedthedoor.

Me:"HaiboNina!"

Itriedtoopenthedoorbutnothing.Isighedandtooktheflowersandtheywerewhiteroses.I

smelledthem.Flowersdon'tsmellniceattimesIwon'tlietheyjustseem refreshing.Itookthe

envelopeonthebedandIopeneditanditsaid"DESIGNER ALLTHEWAYFROM NEW YORK.

GETDRESSEDFORAPHOTOSHOOTOFALIFETIME"

arghGodIdon'twantaphotoshoot.Iwannagohometomykids.Iopenitanywayandit'sa

whitedress.Abeautifuloneforthatmatter.Lacywithabitofcrystalsherebythewaistasa

belt.ItwasbeautifulandItookitoutandthedooropenedandagayman(hiswalkgaveaway)

andtwowomenwalkedinsidewithkits.

Him :"babehaveyoubathed?"

Idon'tknowwhattosay

Me:"yes"

Him :"good.Comegetdressedtheshowstartsin1hour.Tiffanydoherhairplease"

Thewhiteladynodsandtheotheronetakesthedresswhilethegayonewalkstothebathroom .

Thentheygetmedressedinthisdressandmakemewearagownoverit.Itfitsmelikeaglove.

Me:"whatisthephotoshootfor?"

Tiffany:"SABrides"

Me:"butIam notone"
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Girl:"purposeofthephotoshoot"

Inod.ihaven'tseenmyfriendssincetheyleftmehere.Thegayguycomesbackanddoesmy

makeupaftertheTiffanyladyisdonewithmyhairandcurleditupandall.Sheputsacrown

thathasaveilonandInamatterofSittingtherethegayguyisdone.

Him :"ohmyGodyoulooksobeautiful"

Me:"uhm thankyou"

Hewipeshisfaketearsandtheytakeoffthegownfrom meandmademelookatmyselfinthe

mirror.Ididn'trecognizemyself.IfIlookthisbeautifulforaphotoshootIwonderhowIwould

looklikeonmyweddingday.

Me:"Wow"

Tiffany:"weshouldgohoneytimeisnotonourside."

Inoddedandtheypackedupandweallwalkedouttogether.

Me:"Ifeelsicknow"

Tiffany:"don'tbe"

InoddedandwereachedMongeziwhowasinaDazzlingsuitwithSanele.HeehIthoughtthis

oneleft.

Me:"Ithoughtyouleft."

Sanele:"Iwasn'tneeded"

Inoddedandhuggedthem.Mongezigavemethebouquet.

Me:"youinthephotoshoot?"

Them :"ofalifetime"

Ilaughedandtheyjoinedin.

Mongezi:"Iam happy"

Ismiled.

Me:"metoo.Tohavebrotherslikey'all"

Sanele:"Iam happytohaveasweetsisterandgrandmother.Ineverknewfamilylove"

Tearsprickledmyeyes.
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Sanele:"don'tcryyouwillruinyourpaintedface."

WelaughandIwipemytears.

Me:"Ilovey'all"

Them :"weloveyou"

WehugandTiffanyyells.

Tiffany:"it'salmosttime."

.

.

.

*NKONZO*

.

.

.

Iam apersonwhoisnevernervousbutIguesswhenthetimecomesitcomes.Myheartis

beatingsoslowlyandIswollowwhateverthatisstuckinmythroatandIclearitabit.Ibreath

outyetallofthatisnotreallyworking.IlookatmyringandjustsmilebeforeIplaywithitwhich

calmsmynervesatthethoughtofwhatIhave.Kidsandawarm homeandlovingwife.That's

whatIam gratefulforandthankfulforinlife.Ireallyam througheverything.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

Me:"whatarewewaitingfor?"

Sanele:"wecan'tenteraplacewithoutMusic"

Ishookmyheadastheywereeithersideofme.ThesongstartedandMongeziputtheveilover
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me.

Me:"Mongezi"

Mongezi:"getallpictures.Nkonzowillgocrazy"

Sanele:"IknowandthebabyfatInThatdressisn'thelping.Youhotsis"

Igiggled.

Me:"thanks."

Mongezi:'"let'sgo"

"ThecloserIgettoyou

Themoreyoumakemesee.

Bygivingmeallyougot(tellmemore)

Yourlovehascapturedme

.

Overandoveragain

Itriedtotellmyselfthatwe,

Couldneverbemorethanfriends

ButallwhileinsideIknewthiswasreal

Thewayyoumakemefeel

Lyingherenexttoyou.

Timejustseemstofly

Feelingyoumoreandmore.(Moreandmore)

Let'sgiveloveatry(let'sgiveloveatry)

Sweeterandsweeterlovegrows

Andheavensthereforthose......."
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Thesongcarriedon.Idon'tknowhowmanytimesNkonzohasplayedthissongforme.Kinda

remindsmeoffhim.WearewalkingdownanaisleandIam confusedatthepeoplestanding

andsmilingatme.IseegogoalldressedupwipinghertearsandIhavetearsaswelland

confusion.Ilookbeforemeandit'sNkonzoallinablackandwhitesuitthatholdshim just

right,ohmyGod...tearswanttorollmorebutItrysuppressingthem sotheydon'truinthemake

up.Thisisnotaphotoshoot.

HeissmilingatmeandIseeMuzismileandwinkatmewhilerubbingNkonzo'sshoulderwho

isclenchinghisjawandIseetearsrolldownhiseyesandhewipesthem offroughlybutthey

keepcomingandheturnstothepastorandpeoplesayncoohandwereachhim beforehe

attacksmewithahugandIjustcry.

Hisbodyisshaking

Nkonzo:"(hoarsevoice)Iloveyou,Iliveforyou,forourkids"

Therewassilencebutonlythesongwasplayingjusttakingineverything.

.

pastor:"dearlybeloved.Wearegatheredheretowitnessthelovethatisbetweenthesetwo

youngchildrenofGod.Whoareheretoshowittotheworldandbindbyeachother.Theloveof

LandiswaDlaminiandNkonzoMkhize"

Wearefacinghim andmyheartisstillbeatingfastIcan'tbelieveIam gettingtheactualday.It

feelsdifferentlygood.Ididn'thearwhatthepastorsaidbutIknowhequoted1Chorithians3:4-

8.love.YepIwilldefinitelyreadthatone.

Pastor:"doyouhaveyourownvows?"

Nkonzo:"Idohavesomething"

thepastornodsandheturnstomeandholdsmyhand.HesmilesandshowshisdimpleAndI

smileaswell.

Nkonzo:"Iam notamanofmanywordsbutwhenIsaysomethingIleaveastatementand

meanit."

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou.IloveyoubecauseyoulovedwhoIam despiteofanything.Iloveyou

becauseyoustandbymeasalwaysandneverleavemysideIloveyoubecausethroughallthe

stormsIhavebeenthroughyouaremysunlight.Sunshineandhappiness.Iliveforyou.Cause

everybreathItakefeelslikeamilliondollarsifthat'showIshouldsayitbecauseitmeans

anotherbreathmoretospendtimelovingandcherishingyou.Iwanttothankyouforeverything

that'scomingandwhatcame.Ipromisetoloveyou.Tobeloyalandsupportyouinevery



535

aspect.IpromisetoloveyoutillItakemylastbreath.Iloveyou"

Pastor:"shortandsweet"

Thecrowdchuckles.Iwipemytearsandholdhishand.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay.Iwasn'tprepared.Iwasliedtothatit'saphotoshoot"

Everyonelaughs.

Me:"WhatdidIdo?Todeservesomeonelikeyou?Todeservea(Iswallowmylump)aman

whoissolovingasyou.Everylittlethingaboutmeheloves.AtfirstIwasscaredofyoubut

nowIloveyousoeffortlessly.(Hechuckled.)Iloveyou.Ipromisetobealovingandsupporting

andgoodwifetoyou.Anamazingfriendtoyou.Motherandparentandbethebestmotherto

ourchildrenaswell.Thankyouforseeingmeworthyofyourlove."

Hecaressesmycheek.

Pastor:"maytheringscomeforward.

Theywerebroughtforward.

Pastor:"Nkonzorepeatafterme"

Nkonzo:"youwanttotakeitoff?"

Inodded.Iwillmakeitanecklaceandwearitalways.

Pastor:"withthisringIpromise,toloveandtohold.Tobeloyalandsupport,inrichesandin

poor.InsicknessandinhealthuntilGodalmightydoesusapart"

NkonzosaidthatandslidinthenewringandIdidthesamewithhim.

Pastor:"InowpronounceyouHusbandandwifeinfrontofthefather,thesonandholySpirit.

Youmaykissthebride"

NkonzosmirkedandIknowheisgonnabedirty

Nkonzo:"wozangikumanqaze(comeandkiss)"

EveryonelaughedandIcoveredmyfacebeforehepulledmebymywaisttohim.

Nkonzo:"lookatme"

Ntsika:"ungamdedelibafo(don'tlethergo)makeherDizzy"

WelaughedandIheldhisfaceandkissedhim.Hishandtravelstomybuttandhepulledme

closerwhilepeoplestillcheeredandhegroanedinmymouthandimoanedbeforewebrokeit.
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Nkonzo:"Iliveforyou"

Me:"IloveyouKhabazela"

Hesmirked

Nkonzo:"yourvisioncametrue.Iam inlovewiththemysteriouswoman"

Ithoughtaboutitanditclicked.Thismentme.HereIam happyandinlovewiththisman.Iperk

hislips.

Me:"forever"

Nkonzo:"forever"

.

.

4yearslater

.

.

*MUZI*

.

.

Me:"SlowdownbabyyouaregonnagetIcecream "

Seluleko:"babaafunamanjenjena(dadIwantitnow)"

Mom :"eyiwhatdoyousay?"

Shewasvisiting.Thepast4yearshavebeenthebeststruggleinmylife.AttimesIwouldfeel

likeshippingSelulekotoKznbutmissherdivaselfatthesametime.Sheturnstomewitha

sweetsmile.

Seluleko:"daddycanwegeticecream ?"

Ipickedherup.

Me:"Suremymunchie"

Mom :"isthiswhatyoudealwith?"
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Wewalkedtothekitchen

Me:"Whensheisalone.ShebehaveswellwhenthereisNtando"

Mom :"anypotentialontheway?"

Shehasbeenaskingthatforthepast2years.

Me:"Thisoneismypotential"

IsaidtappingSeluleko'snosewhogiggled.Ilovemydaughter.Igavehericecream andshe

thankedme.

Mom :"But....."

Me:"mah"

Sheraisedherhandsupindefeatandwalkedout.IlookatSelulekoandIam notreadyforthe

dayshewillaskabouthermother.

.

.

.

*AMANDA*

.

.

It'sobviousthisgirlisgonnaVaatanSitwithnoringproducingbabiesforthisman.4years?No

manyinilehayibonayoKangakafor4years.Everyoneismarriednowbutme,no,dololoonly

endlesspromises.Iam reallytiredofit.

Kwenzo:"Mommyarewegoingbacktodaddiestoday?"

Me:"NoKwenzosositdownandeatwhileIgocheckyourlittlebrothers."

ShepoutsonmeandsitsdownwhileIgotothenurserytocheckonthetwins.ItakeLwandile

intomyarmsandheisjustlookingatme.

Me:"Howareyoubaby,howismyhandsomeMan?"

Ismiled.ThrougheverythingthatMongeziputmethroughbuthegavemecutekidsshamethat

isathankyou.Theotheronedecidestomakehispresenceknown.IputLwandiledownand

takehisbrotherWandilebuthedoesn'tstop.IheardKwenzoshouting"daddy"andIinstantly

gotpissed.IwalkedoutwithWandileandthereheis.MongeziwithKwenzoonhislapassheis
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complaininghowstayingwithmeissoboringandadragwhilethekidscry.Theyareonly2

monthsmindyouwhenIpackedupandleft.Helookeduptomeandhehasagedabit.Wandile

isnotkeepingcalm.

Mongezi:"watchsomeTVbaby"

Kwenzo:"ok"

Shekissedhischeekandheputherdown.Iwalkedofftomybedroom andhefollowed.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mongezi:"Imissmyfamily"

Iletoutamockinglaugh.

Me:"wearenotyourfamily.Iam justyourbabymama.Thekidsyes"

Mongezi:"Amanda"

HesteppedcloserandtookWandilewhoinstantlycalmeddownandbecamequietandIclicked

mytonguewhilehewentwithhim andlaidonthebed.

Mongezi:"Babypleaselet'stalkitout.Ican'tlivewithoutyouall"

Me:"TalkwhatoutMongezi?Youhadyourchanceandblewit"

Mongezi:"sitdown"

Isatnexttohim.

Mongezi:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"IwantahomeMongezi,Iwannagetmarried,IwantahusbandIwantallofthatwith

someonewholovesmeandisseriouswithus"

Mongezi:"youthinkIam notserious?"

Me:"Yes"

Mongezi:"Youhaveneverhintedthatyouwantedmetomarryyou."

Me:"fanelengikutiphisemanjeMina?(Ishouldgiveyouhints?)"

Mongezi:"calm down"

Irolledmyeyes.

Mongezi:"IloveyouAmanda.IneversaidIwantedyoutobemygirlfriendandbabymamafor
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ever.Iwasjustwaitingforyoutobereadytotakeittothenextstepofmarriage.It'salifetime

commitment"

Ipouted.

Mongezi:"Youwanttomarryme?"

Inodded.

Mongezi:"talktome"

Me:"yes"

Hepulledmetohischestandkissedmyforehead.

Mongezi:"IalsowanttomarryyouAmanda.Justthinkaboutit.AmandaQwabe"

Ismileatthatandlaugh.

Mongezi:"Niceringhuh?"

Me:"mostdefinitely"

Mongezi:"Iloveyou"

Ilookathim andkisshischeek

Me:"IloveyoumorebabakaKwenzo"

Hechuckled.

Mongezi:"thankyouforthewonderfulblessings."

Me:"it'sapleasure."

Welaidinbedwhilelisteningtohisheartbeat.

.

.

.

*NOMA*

.

.

SinceIhadgraduatedMuzigavememoneytostartmyownbusiness.Iwassohappy.Iam a



540

suckerforfashionsoIopenedupmyownboutiqueanditsgrowingeachandeveryday.Ilearn

newthingsaboutlife.Newmeaningsandnewfeelingsaswell.Ineverthoughtinthese4yearsI

wouldbewhereIam.IalwayssawmyselfinaplaneonmywaytoMulanforfashionweek.

Thatstillcanhappenbutnotsoloanymore.Ihaveagroupofsupporterswhosupportme

Everyday.Wholovemebeyond.That'swhatIlove.Iwasinmyofficecheckingsomebooks

whentherewasaknockonthedoorandmyassistantPaigepeaksherheadin.

Paige:"mam someoneishereforyou."

Me:"iam busyPaige.Ican'tbewithanyonetoday"

Shenoddedandclosedthedoor.Thismonthwemadegoodmoney.ThedooropensandI

lookedup.Hesmiledandputhim ontheofficecouchandIstoodupandwenttohim andwe

sharedahug.

Ntsika:"Iam notevengettingakissMrsMkhize?"

Me:"Iwanttofeelyourarmsfirst"

HehugsmeandIfeelcomplete.Hekissesmyforeheadthenwesharedabriefkiss.

Me:"helookstired"

Ntsika:"heis"

Beingmarriedordatingsomeonewho'sjobdescriptionrequireshim toleaveeverynowand

thenishard.Trustme,askLandiswaandNtombi(Sanele'sfiance).SomeandNtsika.The

weddingdayisthedayIsawthatIlikehim andreallywanttogiveusatry.Itwasa

rollercoaster.Kamowassodevistatedcauseheendedthingswithher.Theotherswerejust

shockedthemost.HismotherhatesmygutsandreallyIdon'tcare.DownthelineofthatyearI

foundoutIwaspregnantwithourbabyboy.BoywashehappythathemarriedmebeforeI

gavebirth"Idon'twantanychildofminebornoutofthemarriage"that'shiswordsandexcuse

andnowhereweare.Funnyhuh.

Me:"Imissedridingyou"

Hechuckled.

Ntsika:"tonightIwillbeincontrol"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"isit.?"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Ntsika:"yeahandtheneighborsshouldknowmyname"
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Ilaughed

Me:"wewillseeaboutthat".

Helooksatme.

Ntsika:"youarebeautifulmywife"

Iblushed.

Me:"thankyou"

Wesharedakiss.

.

.

.

*PALESA*

.

.

Me:"Iam sonervous."

Ndaba:"don'tbe.Iam proudofyou"

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Ntando:"Mamawearegoingtovisitgogo?"

Ndaba:"yesboy"

Ntando:"cool.HearthatNathi"

Heisthequietone.Only2yearsoldbutqualitiesofhisfathercreepin.Heparkedthecarinfront

ofthegateandpeoplewhowerepassingbyweresurelylooking.Iwipedatearfrom myeye.

Ndaba:"it'sok"

Itlookedbetterfrom themudhousewehad.Mymom didputtheLobolamoneyintogooduse.

Hegotoutandhelpedmeoutandsoastheboys.Ikissedhislips.

Me:"thankyouformakingmydream cometrue"

Ndaba:"Ihadtoo.That'swhatagoodhusbanddoes"
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Me:"ShakaZulu"

Welaughedandwewalkedinsidetheyard.Itwascleanandneat.Mom hasOCDItellyou.We

knockedonthedooranditopenedandmysisterLeratolookedatmeandsmiledwhilehugging

meandIlaughed.

Lerato:"ohmyGodPalesaImissedyou.YohIhavealottotellyou.Mihlaliishereandyou

knowhertakemewithyou"

Ilaughed

Me:"slowdownRato"

Sheismyyoungersister.

"Leratogenisaabantu(Leratoletthepeoplein)"

Lerato:"ohsorry.Sawubonabhuti(hellobhuti)"

Ndaba:"hello"

Nathiwasholdingontohisfather.Wegotinandmom stoodup.AuntyPamelawashere.God

thisaunthatesustothecorebutpretends.Shelikestoboast.Mom cameandtohugme.

Mom :"mychildren.Mkhwenyanahowareyou?"

Ndaba:"Iam okmah"

Pam clickedhertongue.

Mom :"Leratogomakesomebiscuits..

Me:"Mama"

Mom :"Iam happyyouarehere.Cometogogokids"

Theybothrantoherandshehuggedandkissedthem.Thatwarmedmyheart.

Mom :"Howisschoolkids?"

Ntando:"Iam ingrade7gogo"

Mom :"wowsukhulileMfanakaGogo(youhavegrownGogo'schild)"

Hesmiled.Ntandocantalkdaysonend.

Me.:"mama"

Mom:"yes"
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Iopenedmybagandhandedthetickettoher.Shetookitwhilelookingatme.

Mom :"whatisthis?"

Me:"Iwantyoutocomeseemegraduatenextweek"

Tearsweldedinhereyes.

Mom:"ohNkosiuMkhulu(Godyouarebig)"

Itmademecryseeingmymotherlikethat.ShestoodupandImetherhalfwayandshehugged

me.

Mom:"Iam proudofyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Weheldontoeachother.

.

.

.

*LANDISWA*

.

.

.

Lisembo:"MamaCometothepool!"

Sheshouted.Thesplashingsoundswereheard.Iwasmakinghotdogsforthem andmade

stickywingsandrollsforus.ItookthefoodandwalkedoutandIputitonthetableoutside.We

don'tliveatthejunglehouseanymore.ImissthatplacebutgogoandMaZululivetheretogether.

Hegotoutofthepoolleavingthem tryingtopaddleinsidewithfloatson.Heheldmefrom

behind.

Me:"Nkonzoyouaremakingmewet"

Nkonzo:"comeswim withme"

Me:"babyyouknowIcan't"

Nkonzo:"whatam Iherefor?"
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Ilaughed

Me:"okthat'ssosweet"

Iheldhisfaceandperkedhislips.

"Ewwwu!"

Welaughed

Nkonzo:"leavemeandmywifealone"

Thando:"dadyounotsupposedtokissagirl"

Nkonzo:"butIfIdidn'tkissmommyyouwouldn'tbehere"

Qiniso:"whatdoyoumean?"

Nkonzo:"Imeanthat......."

Me:"woahthat'senoughnow"

Hechuckled.Theycarriedonswimming.Hetookoffmytowelandpickedmeup

Me:"putmedownplease"

Nkonzo:"nope"

Hewalkedintothepoolandwenttothedeepsideheisgonnakillme

Me:"ifIdrownIwillhauntyou"

Hechuckled.

Nkonzo:"thatwouldbeadream cometrue"

Me:"youcrazy"

Qiniso:"weswimminghere"

Hesaidwhiletryingtodoabackstroke.

Nkonzo:"boymovefrom here"

Hepushedhim withhislegtotheotherside.

Me:"don'tabusemykids"

Lisembo:"daddyThandoissplashingwateronme"
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Thando:"lier"

Qiniso:"Vele(true)"

Theyweresquabbling.

Nkonzo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iliveforyou"

Wesharedakissoncemore

"Ewwuuu!"

Nkonzo:"closeyoureyes"

Thando:"Iam outofhere"

Welaughedashegotout.

.

.

Theend


