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ATKHOZARESIDENCE....

Girl-soyounotgoingtotellmeyourname.

Thegirlbatteredherfakeeyelashesandmadesuretopushherchestout.Hetookagoodlook
ather,shewastinyandconcludedthatshewasprobablybetweentheage16-17.

Ndabuko-Iam lookingfortheownerofthatcar(pointsatNelly'sBMW X6),maybeyouknowher?

Girl-(shrugsandmovesclosertohim.Playswiththebuttonsofhisgolfersshirt)don'tknowher
butIcanhelpyoulook?

Ndabuko-(removesherhand)I'm good.

Hesaidthatandleftherstanding,walkingtowardsagroupofboys.

Ndabuko-Shomajita.

Them-Sho,Brazo.

Ndabuko-Iam lookingforsomeone,shedrivesthatwhiteBMW X6,hernameisNelly.

Theboysdebatedamongstthemselves,tryingtofigureoutifitwaswhotheyhadinmind.

Boy1-it'sthemamiwiththeroundass.

Thisearnedhim asmackatthebackofhisheadbyoneofhismates.

Boy2-(whispered)youcan'tsaythatyoushithead,whatifthismanisherhusband.

Boy3-whatdidyouexpect,he'sanidiot.



Ndabukochuckledwatchinghowscaredtheboywhomadethecommentwas,hedecidedto
puthim outhismisery.

Ndabuko-(smirked)shedoeshaveagreatass,doesn'tshe?

Theboysstoppedtalkingandlookedbackathim surprisedbyhiscooldemeanour.

Boy3-areyouserious?Younotoffendedbymyboyscomment?

Ndabuko-(shrugs)what'stheretobemadaboutwhenweallthinkingit.

Boy3-(smiling)jee,thancanIjustsay,thattight,blackleatherskirtshehason...

Hegotasmacktoo,hefrownedlookingathisfriend,holdingwereiswasstinging...

Boy2-Iwilltakeyoutoher.

Ndabuko-(nods)latermajita.

Hefollowedtheboyandhiseyesscannedthewholeyard,nobodypaidattentiontohim,oreven
questionedhispresence.Ifhehappenedtomakeeyecontactwithsomeone,ifitwasaguyhe
noddedinacknowledgementandifitwasanolderwoman,shesmiledathim.Hewasdefinitely
outsidehiscomfortzoneandhebeganwonderingwhythehelldidheevencomehereinthe
firstplace,theanswerwasrightinfrontofhim.Thereshewas,talkingfreely,smilingand
laughing,theboywasright,theleatherwasdoingthingstoherbottom,thelongsleeves,snake
printtighttopgaveanotherillusiontoher.Hernippleswerevisibleandevenafoolcouldsee
shehadnobraon.Thiswasn'ttheoutfitshehadearlieron,hecursedhimselfbecausehis
thoughtsweretransferringstraighttohiscrotch,abulgewasthelastthinghewanted,itwasno
secrethe'dfuckhergivenachance,thewomanhadasexappealpresenceandherchoiceof
clothingweren'treallyhelping.Thoughallthiswasgoingthroughhismind,healsoknewthat
womenlikeherweredangerous,justlikethesnakeprintshehadonher,womenlikehersneek
uponyou,thetimeyounoticethem,theyslipthroughyourgripandbeforeyouknowit,theybite.
Shemadeeyecontactandhereyeswentwide,nothidinghershock,shewhisperedsomething
tothewomannexttoherandhandedhertheglassshewasholdingandmadeherwaytowards
him,itwasnotlongbeforeshewasstandingrightinfrontofhim.

Nelly-(smiling)I'llbedamned.

Ndabukothankedtheboyandhandedhim atwohundrednotebeforefocusinghisattentionon



her.

Ndabuko-surprisedMissSiwela?

Nelly-yes,Ididn'tthinkyou'dcome.

Ndabuko-so,what'shappeninghere?

Nelly-don'tyouwantsomethingtodrinkfirst?Beer?Brandy?

Ndabuko-beerwilldo.

Nelly-followmeandIwilltellyouallaboutwhat'shappening.

Meanwhile....

Thenjiwesteppedoutherrondavelandnoticedthatthepeopleweren'teating.

Thenjiwe-Matho,aniphakingani?Bukanjeabantubacelaizandlabalambile(whyareyounot
servingthefood?Peoplearesuckingtheirfingers,theyarehungry).

Pinky-wepreparingtoservenowaunty.

Thenjiwe-whenisnow?Namavilanje(youjustlazy).

Woman1-(rollseyes)theservingstationsareready,weshouldstartservingthatside.

Thenjiwe-startwithyourhusbands,IhopeyouheardmeMatho.

MaSiwela-yaziIam tryingsohardnottopayattentiontoyouThenjiwe.Iam sureyoudon'twant
togetintoitwithme.

Thenjiwe-mxm,Iseelikhonalelivezadlebelakhonamhlanje,lihlelona(yourbastardchildisher
today,she'salooker).

Pinky-(sighed)ignoreher.

MaSiwela-that'stheplan,shewon'ttakeitfarthanthis,it'snothingnew,sameoldinsults,the
oldhaghaslosthertouch.

Theybothlaughandcontinuedishingforthepeoplewaitinginline.Mthokowalkeduptohis
sisterandgaveNdabukoasideeyebutitwasn'tameanone,justacautiousone.

Mthoko-(huggedher)(smiling)youmadeit.

Nelly-(smiling)ofcourseIdid,congratulations.



Mthoko-saythatwhenIactuallyhaveuMakotinexttome.

Nelly-(laughs)wegettinghercharmer,infactshe'salreadyours.

Mthoko-(looksatNdabuko)who'syourfriend?

Nelly-ohyes,howrudeofme,Ndabukothisismybrother,MthokothisNdabuko(Looksathim
andsmiles)he'safriendofmine.

Mthoko-Iknowwhoheis,he'soneoftheSibiyaboysright?

Ndabuko-yeah,isthereaproblem?

Mthoko-Idon'tknow,shouldIbeworried?

Ndabuko-Idon'tknow,(smirkslookingatNelly)maybeweshouldaskyoursister,shecan'tstay
awayfrom me.

Mthoko-canIhaveamomentwithmysister?

Ndabuko-byallmeans,Ineedtomakeaquickphonecallanyway.

MthokograbsNelly'sarmsandwalksfurtherawayfrom Ndabuko.

Mthoko-(raiseshisbrow)explain.

Nelly-Ican'treallygointodetailsbutSbanineedshim onaprojecthewillbeworkingonsoon.
Nowtheycan'tbeinoneroom andnotbutheadsandhehappenstoprefermethanhisbrothers
andSbani.

Mthoko-Mhmm!!!AndIwonderwhy?

Nelly-sarcasm isnotyourthingdearbrotherbutIwillhaveyouknowit'snothinglikeyou
thinking.

Mthoko-areyousureaboutthat?

Nelly-(rollseyes)okaymaybehedoeswanttofuckmebutcanyoublamehim?,Imeannotto
blowmyownhornoranything.

Mthoko-(laughs)really?

Nelly-(laughs)what?IactuallywouldbangmetooifIwasadude,anywaysIneedhim toagree
toworkwithSbaniandIinvitedhim hereforhim toseehowwellafamilygetsalong,Iwanted
him tofeelcomfortablearoundthepeopleinmylifeandjustmaybehewillagreetoworkingon
Sbani'sproject.WhenImentionedhim coming,Ididn'tactuallythinkhewould,hesurprisedme
andIthinkhesurprisedhimself.

Mthoko-wellI'veheardstoriesabouthisfamily,howwelldoyouknowthisguy?

Nelly-wellenough,canyouandtheguysmakehim feelwelcome,invitehim tositwithyouguys.

Mthoko-fine,onlybecauseIknowyouwouldn'tbringsomeonewhowasadangertoourfamily,



nowcallSbaniandtellhim allaboutthisfriendwho'sgraceduswithhispresence,callhim now
infrontofmeorIwill,wefixingthecountry,siqedaubufebe.

Theybothlaughedandsheplayfullykickedhisfoot.

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Itwasnowlateintheafternoon,MatemaandMrsThusihavebeenchattingupastorm sittingin
theloungearea.Matemalookedatherwatchandrealizedthatinanhour'stime,thechefwould
bereadytoservesupper.

Matema-sisiawufunimhlampeukuhlamba?,udleisidlosasebusukuusu'fresh(Mysisterdon't
youwanttotakeabathandhavesupperfeelingfresh).

MrsThusi-(laughs)hehehehe,emakhayasihlambakanye,asiyazinjeindabayokugezakabili,
namadoloakasavumiukuqojama(backathomeIbathonce,wenotusedtothisthingof
bathingtwotimesaday.Mykneesarewornoutwithallthesquatting).

Matema-(laughs)amadolouzowathobakahleusebhavini,futhingizokunikaooyela
abazokusiza(youwillhaveyourkneesmassagedwhilerelaxinginthetub,Iwillgiveyousome
essentialoils).

MrsThusi-(laughs)angekengikuphikise,ngifunaukucebelekanamikanyenjeempilweniyami(I
won'targuewiththat,Iwanttoliveluxuriousforonceinmylife).

TheybothlaughandMatemacalledoutforNomusa,afterafewminutes,shewalkedrightin...

Matema-baby,showyourmothertotheguestroom andcometomeIwillgiveyousomebath
oilsandsaltstoputinherbath.

Nomusa-okaymama.

5minuteslater.....

Nomusawalkedbackintotheguestroom andfoundhermotheradmiringthebed.Whenshe
heardthedoorclose,shegotouthertranceandgrabbedherdaughter'sarm sittingheronthe
bed.



MrsThusi-Nomusauyisilimanomauyazenzisa?(Nomusaareyouafooloryoupretendingtobe
one).

Nomusa-khulumanganima?(Whatareyoutalkingaboutmom?).

MrsThusi-intombazaneyakwaDlaminiibikwimotoyaSbusiso,ifunaniemotweni?Uyidedela
kanjaniiqhetheindaweniyakho?Uyawufunalomendonomacha?Lalelangikutshelengane
yami,yaboamantombazaneafananoMpumiazozihlekisanawe,azenzeumnganiwakhokanti
afunayonkelentoonayo.Uyazibonaukuthiuhleliendawenienjani?Bukalomnothoohlelikuwo,
uzodedelakonkelokhukushabalaleezandlenizakhongobanakhuuthiunomngani.Uzokudla
izithende,asibenziselenganeyakheyekwerekwereukuthiindodaimthande.Nomusa
angikukhulisangaukuthiubeyisilima,vukaemaqandenimani!!!(Dlamini'sdaughterwasinside
Sbusiso'scar,whatwasshedoingthere?Howcanyoulethertakeyourplace?Doyouwantthis
marriageornot?.Letmetellyousomethingmychild,youseegirlslikeMpumi,theywilllaugh
withyou,pretendtobeyourfriendonlytofindtheywanteverythingyouhave.Youseewhere
youstaying,lookatallthisluxury,therichies,youwillingtoletitallslipthroughyourhandsjust
becauseofthissocalledfriendship.Shewantsyourplace,yourpositionandshe'susingthat
foreignerchildofherstogettoyourman.Ididn'traiseyoutobeafool,wakeupandsmellthe
coffee).

Nomusa-Ma!!

MrsThusi-Ma!!!Maini?Wazikahleukuthilenganeyakwadlaminiiyawathandaamadoda,
ingakhoubabawakhowayengathandiukuthiuzwanenayo.Manjeuletheumahoshauzomfaka
endlini,uyaziukuthiuzokwenzani?Uzohoshanendodayakho,amadodaakakhethinganeyami,
indunu,indunukubona(Mom what?Don'tmom me.YouknowverywellthatDlamini'sdaughter
likesmen,thatwhyyourdaddidn'twantyoutoassociateyourselfwithher.Youhavetakena
prostituteandplacedherinyourhouse,doyouknowwhatshewilldo?Shewillwhorewithyour
man,manaren'tpickymychild,pussyispussytothem).

ShewantedtotellhermotherthatsheandBlesswerenotanitem,shewantedtotellherthat
sheisn'tsurewhatshewantsthem tobe.Shewantedtotellhermotherthatshehasdreams,
ambitionsthatshewantedtomakerealitybeforesheevenworriesherselfwithmen.She
wantedtostophermotherfrom sayingallthesethingsaboutMpumi,shewasn'tsurprised,her
parentshaveneverbeenfansofherfrom thegetgo.

Nomusa-(sighs)ngizokulungiselaamanziokuhlamba(Iwillprepareyourbathforyou).

MrsThusi-NomaungangizibaNomusa,kodwauyowakhumbulalamazwiami.Usayintombi?
(YoucanignoremebutyouwillrememberthesewordsIam sayingtoyou,areyouavirgin?).

Nomusa-(nods)yeboMama.

Hermothershakesherheadandgrabsherbagtakingouthertowels.Nomusasighsandwalks
totheen-suitebathroom.Sheknewthatthistalkwasnotdonebutshewasgalditwasoverfor
now.SheknewthatherandMpumiwherenotinagoodplaceandBlesswasthecenterofitall



butshedidfeeltherewassometruthtohermother'swords.Shedidn'twanttocompletelylet
goofBlessandshewantedMpumitoknowthatoratleastunderstandthatasherfriend.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE...

SbaniandZandile'scarstoppedrightatthesametime.Theybothgotouttheircarsandfound
Sanewaitingforthem bythedoor..

Zandile-what'sgoingon?

Sbani-yeah,yousoundedfranticoverthephoneandwhendidyougethere?

Sane-forheracoupleofhoursagoandyourmom isactingouthercharacter,shoutingatMavis
andgoingoffonthekids.Theyafraidtoevencomeouttheplayroom.

Zandile-thekidscanbetiring.

Sane-Iknowthekidsareahandfulbutthisisdifferent,somethingisgoingonwithher.

Sbani-wherearemykids?Iam gettingthem andgettingoutofhere.

Zandile-(laughs)yourkidsarethehandfulonesanyways,nowweallsuffering.

Theyalllaughandwalkinsidethehouse,SaneandZandileranstraighttotheplayroom while
Sbanitendstohisphone.Oncehewasdonewithhiscall,hewasabouttomakearunforthe
playroom butstoppedonhistrackswhenhefoundSizwewithNkanyezionhislapwhile
concentratedonsportschannelhewaswatching.Hisdaughterwassofocusedandeverynow
andthenshewouldglanceatSizwesface;almostasifshewasstudyinghim,whenshedidthis,
he'dsmileandgiveherasmallkissonhercheekwhichofcourseshehated,Nkanyeziwasn't
affectionate,itsomethingthattheyhavenoticedlately,shedoesn'twantanyoneonherspace
andshehatesbeingsmothered.Sbaniclearedhisthroatandwalkswheretheyare,takinghis
daughterfrom him.

Sbani-sup...

Sizwe-sho..

...(silence)...

Sizwe-(clearsherthroat)youguyshavebeautifulchildren.

Sbani-(nods)Thanks,Iam goingtogetgoing,ifyouwanttosaveyourselfthedrama,Isuggest



yourbookyourselvesintoahotel.

Sizwe-yeah,wealljustconfused,yourfatheranduncleareontheirwaythough,wewilljustwait
forthem beforeleaving.

Sbani-sho.

Sbaninoddedandturnedleaving,hewantedtoaskhim howNellywasbutthoughtagainstit,
he'dprobablyinterpretitthewrongway.Hesighedandsatbackonthecouch,watchinghis
sport.

2hourslater....

SgilawalkedinsidethehouseandfoundSanealoneinthelivingroom.

Sgila-where'severyone?

Sane-theyleft,where'sdad?

Sgila-yourdadcouldn'tleavetheconference,what'swrongwithyourmom?

Sane-Idon'tknow,Ihavetogo,Sizweisalonewiththekidsatthehotel,wewillbebackinthe
morning.

Sgila-(nods)okay,takemycar.

Sane-Ngiyabongababa.

TheysaidtheirgoodnightsandwhenSgilawassureSanewasoutthepremesis,hemadehis
waytoMrsZulu'sbedroom.Hedidn'tbotherknockingandopenedthedoor,findingherlooking
outsideherbigglassdoorwhichleadstothebalcony,sheturnedandwhenshesawhim,she
frown.

MrsZulu-Phuma!!(Getout).

Sgila-stopthisactinglikeachild,weneedtotalkbeforeyourhusbandgetshome.

MrsZulu-Isaidgetout.

Sgila-youwanttobelikethis,FINE!!!bethiswaybutknowthatwhenbafogetshomeIam
tellinghim everything.

Hereyeswentwideandshefollowsafterhim ashemadehiswayoutherroom.



MrsZulu-whatyoumeanyoutellinghim everything?

Sgila-Imeanjustthat.

MrsZulu-(panicking)youwouldn't,youcan'tandyouwon't.

Sgila-(laughs)wellwatchmeZiwe.

Shecouldfeelthesweatleavingherbodyandherheartwasbeatingrapidly,shedidn'tknow
howandwhenherhandsreachedhisbackbutshewasbroughttorealitywhenMavisscreamed
andshesawSgila'slaiddownthestairsunconscious.....

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....
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ATTHEKHOZARESIDENCE...

Itwasalreadydarkandpeoplewerestartingtoleaveonebyone.

MaSiwela-howareyougettinghome?

Nelly-I'm driving.

MaSiwela-it'sdark,Ikindofdon'twantyoudrivingsuchdistancealone.Maybeyoushoulddrive
withmeandyourfatherwillbringyourcartomorrowmorning.

Nelly-(smiles)IlovethatyoucaringbutreallyMa,Iwillbefine,Idriveatnightallthetimeand
it'snoteventhatlate.Ifit'sgoingtomakeyoufeelbetter;Ikindofwon'tbedrivingalone,
Ndabukowillbedrivingbehindme.

MaSiwela-(squinthereyes)mhmm,IdidseetheSibiyaboywashere,doesGiddyknow?

Nelly-(laughs)Yeah,Mthokokindofthreatenedmetotellhim whichIwasplanningtobythe
way.

MaSiwela-Idon'tknowwhyyoutwoaresuddenlyfriendsbutIdon'twantarepeatofyoubiting
whereyoushouldn't,angisifuniisfebekwamiNelisiwe(Idon'twantawhoreinmyhouse).



Nelly-Idon'tknowwhyeveryoneassumesthatI'dcheatonSbani,canyouhonestlyseeme
betrayingSbani?Aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough,stillgoingthrough?Iconsidermyself
smarterthanthatMa.

MaSiwela-wellIusedtothinkIhavethesmartestdaughteruntilshegotdribbledbyamale
lwayerwhohasavaginaandendedupbustingitopenforhermarriedbossandgotpregnantfor
him,stillagreedtomarryhim knowinghewasabouttobesentenced.Mhmm didIleave
anythingout?Mtanamiyourtrackrecordisnotthatgreatanymore,asibongenjethatyoustill
gotasmartmouthtoworm yourwayoutofintensesituation,startingwithhowexactlywillyou
buttertheangrymanwaitingforyouathome.

Nelly-(laughs)Iam goingtopretendlikeyoudidn'tjustthrowjabsatme.

Theybothlaughedandembracedoneanotherwithatighthug.

MaSiwela-youknowourrelationshiphasanopen,honestyrule.

Nelly-(giggled)ohplease,weallknowsavageisyourmiddlenamemom.

MaSiwela-drivesafebabyandcallmewhenyouhome,don'tforgettosaybyetoyourdad.

Nelly-willdo,(smiling)IwillhaveGiddycallyouhimself.

MaSiwela-andwhenwillthatbe?beforeorafteryoubribehim withsex?

Nelly-(laughs)Ma!!

MaSiwela-What?It'snotlikeyouain'tplanningtoshuthim upwithvelvet.Onyourway,turnyour
carheateronandplaysomeTevinCampbell,thatshouldwarm velvetupandhaveherreadyfor
slicing.

Sheburstoutlaughingandshookherheadingwalkingawayfrom hermother,thinkinghow
luckysheistohaveMaSiwelainherlife,shewasalotofthingsbutonethingsheneverfellshort
ofwasbeingpresentandthatwhatshelovedmostabouthermother.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

MrsZulugotoverhershockandcarefullyrandownthestaircase,onceshereachedwhere
Sgila'sbodywaslaid,shesquatteddownandfelthispulse,itwastherebutfaint.

MrsZulu-Maviscalltheambulance.



MaviscontinuedtoshakewhilesafelyholdingSgila'sheadonherlap.

MrsZulu-Mavis!!!!

Shepushedherasideandnowhisheadwasonherlap,Mavislookedupatherandtheireyes
met.

MrsZulu-calltheambulance,he'sstillbreathing.

Mavisquicklygotupandranpickingthephoneupandpressedthenumbersix,whichwasset
asaspeeddialfortheambulancenumber.MrsZuluglancedatSgilaandguiltquickly
consumedher,shedidn'tmeantopushhim,shecouldn'tunderstandhowtheirarguingquickly
turnedintoherpushinghim downthestairsandnowherehewasonthefloorunconscious.

MrsZulu-(teary)(whispered)Ididn'tmeantoo,Godhelpme.

MaviscamebackandMrsZulustoppedherwhispering,theybothlookedateachotherand
didn'tsayanything,MaviseyeswenttoSgila'sbodyandquicklysetonheragain,therewas
somethinginMaviseyesthatshecouldn'tquitepinwhatitwas,shestaredbackatheragain
andfinallyshebroketheeyecontactandsilencefilledtheroom.Afteracoupleofminuteswith
justsilence,theybothheardthegatesbuzzerandtheambulancesiren,Mavisusedthe
controllerfrom theinsidetobuzzthem in.TwoparamedicsrushedinsideandMavisdirected
them tothescene.

Paramedic1-mam,canyoupleasestepasidesowecanhelp.

MrsZulu-(shaking)Yeah,he'spulseisstilltherebutfaint(sniffs)pleasehelphim.

Paramedic2-(nods)wewillmam,(looksathisco-worker)onmycount,let'sgethim onthe
stretcher,wewillprepinsidethevan,there'snosignofbloodIam afraidhe'sbleedinginternally.

TheybothwatchedastheparamedicsgotSgilaontothestretcherandpushedhim outsideto
thevan.

Paramedic2-(looksatMrsZulu)isthegentlemaninsured?

MrsZulu-yes,yes,takehim toUmhlangaprivatehospital.



Paramedic2-doyouwanttoridewithusmam?

Shewasabouttorespondyesbutthepolicevandrivingintothepremesishadherstopfora
secondandglancedatMavisbeforeturningbacktotheparamedic..

MrsZulu-Iwilldrivebehindyou,Ijustneedtoalertmyhusband.

Theparamedicnoddedandjumpedinsidethevan,Mrswatchedastheambulancedriveoutthe
yardbutnotbeforestoppingandtalkingtooneofthepoliceofficers.

MrsZulu-youcalledthepolice?

Mavis-Icalledbothemergencynumbers,Iwasn'tsurewhichwillrespondfirst?

MrsZulu-(gritherteeth)thisistheNorthsideoftown,ofcoursefirstrespondersemergency
vehiclesarejustrightaroundthecorner,therewasnoneedforyoutocallthepolice.

Mavis-(notlookingather)Iwasn'tthinking.

MrsZulu-(staredatMavis)hetrippedandfell.

Mavis-whataboutyouandSgi...Iheardshouting.

MrsZulu-Noyoudidn't,youheardnothing.Theshoutingneverhappened,youfoundhim faced
downonthefloorthat'sit.

Mavisnoddedandquicklylookedawayasthetwoofficerswalkeduptothem.

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

Laterthatnight....

Nellykilledherengineandsteppedouthercar,shemadesurethegaragedoorwaslockedand
enteredthroughthedoorthatleadstothekitchenandresetthealarm.Thehousewasquiet,she
steppedoutherheelsandleftthem righttherebeforemakingherwayupstairs.Shecheckedon
thetwinsnurseryandtheyweresoundasleep,nextwasAlicia'sroom,shewassurprisedtofind
Nomatheretoo.Shethanwentontochecktheotherguestroom andfoundSJunderthecovers
withhiskneesupandhistabletwasbrightunderhiscovers,shetiptoedtowardshim and
pulledthecoversoffhim,makinghim jump.



Nelly-(smiling)boywhyaren'tyousleeping?

SJ-Ma,youscaredme.

Nelly-youneedtosleep.

SJ-IjustneedtocompletethislevelandIpromiseIwillgotobed.

Nelly-okay;Iwillbehereafterthirtyminutestocheckonyou,ifIfindyounotsleeping,Iam
takingtheMacbook.

SJ-deal,wherewereyou?

Nelly-(smiling)booooooyyyyy!!!Youtriedit.

Theybothsoftlygiggled....

SJ-wellgrandmawasactingcrazyanddadhadtocomegetus.

Nelly-whatyoumeancrazy?

SJ-(shrugged)Idon'tknow,shejustsaidwewerenoisyandshewantedpeacebecauseshe
hadaheadacheandMavismustcallourparentstocomegetus.

Nelly-uhmmm (kissedhisforehead)you'vegottenminutesleftwiththatthing.

Hesighedandnodded,sheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothemasterbedroom.Whenshe
openedthedoor,shefoundSbaniseatedontheirbed,waiting.Shesmiledandshookherhead
closingthedoorandgrinnedswayingherhipswalkinguptohim.

Sbani-sesibuyileisitshaparapa.

Sheburstoutlaughingandthatwholestatementkilledhersexywalkvibe.Hegotoffthebed
andsweptofherfeet,walkingwithhertotheen-suitebathroom.Heplacedheronherfeetand
helpremoveherclothesandundergarmentsoffher.Shewaswatchinghim thewholetime,
onceshewasnaked,heliftedherupandgentlydippedherinsidethetub,shewassurprisedto
findthewaterhot,justthewayshelikedit,smelleddelightfultoo,thesmoothnessshefeltas
thewatermadecontactwithherbody,sheknewhehadfilledthetubwithheressentialoils.
Onceshewasrelaxed,shewatchedashesatonthetoiletseatandfacedhershakinghishead.

Nelly-(sighedlookingathim)youangry.

Itwasn'taquestionbutmoreofastatementasshenoticedthelinesonhisforehead.



Sbani-Iwantustotalk.

Nelly-okay.

Sbani-Iknowthatyoudon'tdoanythingwithouthavingareasonwhyorifyoudidn'tthinkitis
goingtobehelpfulinthelongrun.ThoughIfeellikesometimesyougoaboutthesethings
withoutreallyconsideringmyfeelings.ImayunderstandyourreasonsbutIdon'twantyouto
assumethatallthetimeIwillunderstand,sometimesImightjustneedthatlittlereassurance
from you.

Nelly-babe....

Sbani-(shookhishead)letmefinish,Iunderestimatedhowmuchinfluenceyouhaveonthisguy
andmovingfowardIdon'twanttodothatagain.ItrustyoubutIdon'ttrusthim,whenthisall
ends,Idon'ttrustthathe'dunderstandthatyoumineandnothis,Idon'tknowifhewilleasilylet
goofwhateverholdyouhavewithhim.Sofrom nowon,allmeetingswithhim Iwillbepresent,I
don'tgiveashitaboutwhathethinksaboutthat,hewilljusthavetolivewithit.Asforyou,no
moremakingmoveswithoutmeknowing,wemovetogether,wefalltogetherandwedie
together,understood?

Nelly-(nods)yes.

Sbani-yourplanisbrilliant,itsmartandIbelieveifexecutedperfectlyitwillworkbuttheway
yougoingaboutitwithhim iswrong,nowIlovethatyoufierceandboldbutplayingintohis
emotionsandtakingadvantageofwhateverholdyouhaveonhim willhaveconsequenceson
thelongrun.ImaynotliketheguybutIknowwhat'sit'slikelivinginyourheadandshutting
peopleoff.Nowhe'sletyouin,somethinghehasneverdonewithanyone,lookmeintheeye
andtellmeyou'dbeabletolivewithyourselfwhenhefindsoutintheendthatitwasalllies,
thatjustlikeeveryonewho'severbeeninhislife,youusedhim,willyoubetoturnaroundandbe
okaywithitall?

...(silence)...

Sbani-Ithoughtasmuch,babyasmuchasIhatetosayitbutyouhavedevelopedasoftspot
forhim,nowIam notcomfortablewiththatbutpartofmecanunderstandandreasonwithit.

Nelly-Idon'thavefeelingsforhim.

Sbani-(smilelightly)Iknowyoudon't,youtoomuchofacoldbitchtojustfallforeverydickand
tom thattalksabigboygame.

Therewassilencebetweenthem,shehadtimetograspeverythingthathehadsaidandwith
everypassingsecond,hecouldfeelhisbodyrelaxing,itwasn'tuntilhestartedtalkingthathe
noticedhowangryandunsettledhewas...



Nelly-whatshouldIdo?

Sbani-notyou?Yourquestionshouldbewhatshouldwedo,we'reteam remember?

Nelly-yeah,IguessIjustwantedtodothisforyousobadandIgotcaughtup.

Sbani-(nods)ThisisoneofthosethingsIlovemostaboutyoubutit'salsowhatannoysmethe
mostaboutyou.

Nelly-(laughs)there'snosenseinthatbutIgetyou,Ineedtofindmybalance(Looksathim)
andIam lookingatit.

Sbani-exactly,we'reoneremember.

Nelly-(smilesandlooksdown)I'm sorry.

Henodsandmovesclosertoher,heliftsherchinupandrubstheirnosestogetherbeforesoftly
claimingherlips.Thekisslastforafewminutesbeforehebreaksitandmovesaway.

Sbani-wrapituphereandcometobed.

5minuteslater....

Nellycomesoutthebathroom naked,hegulpsandwatchesherasshetieshernaturalcurlsinto
abun...

Nelly-sowhathappenedatyourmother's?

Sbani-sothatwhatyouandyoursonweregossipingabout.

Nelly-funnyhowforthefirsttimeIaskhertowatchovermykids,shesuddenlyhasamental
breakdown.

Sherolledhereyesandwalkeduptohim,heremovedthecoversforher,butshegotontopof
him andplacedherhandsonhischest.Heheldherwaistwithonehandandpulledhisboxers
down.Gentlysheslidrightin,helickedhislipsassheslowlystartedtorockfowardand
backwardslookingdirectlyintohiseyes.

Sbani-fuck!!!!....(grabbedherbuttcheeks)babyIdon'tthinkthiswasaboutyouatall.

Nelly-(pinchedhismanlynipples)(moaned)yeahright,let'snottalkaboutherrightnow;velvet
hasbeenlongingforherpiping.



Hislaughwascutshotwhenshechangedrhythm andstartedtorockhim incircleswhileher
lipsparted,heronehandsensuallytouchedherbreastandtheotherslowlytravelleddown
tappingslowlyabovevelvet.

Sbani-shit!!!...

Thenextday....

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....

Matemahappilylookedatthetablewhichwasfilledwithallkindsofbreakfastfoods.Sheknew
thatNomusa'smom willjustbehappyeatingporridgebutshewantedherstayheretobe
memorable.Bonolowasthefirsttostepoutsidethepatio...

Bonolo-wooaaahh!!!Yourgrandsonwilldefinitelyappreciatethis.

Matema-Bonolobaby,Iwouldappreciateifyoudon'tsaysuchthingsespeciallywithNomusa's
motherhere.SbusisoandMusamaybeworkingthingsoutanditwillbebestwegivethem a
chanceandletMustbetheonetotellhermotheraboutyourpregnancy.

ShewasabouttosaysomethingbutMatemagentlybrushedherbackandthankedherfor
understanding,sheforcedasmileandtookherseatwithhermoodalreadydown.Sheknewthat
MatemalovedNomusabutshehadhopesthatwiththispregnancyandthenewsofhergiving
herthefirstgrandchildwouldmaybehaveallthisloveredirectedtoher.

MeanwhileinsideNomusa'sroom....

Hishandcoveredhermouthasherscreamsminimisedwhileshecameundoneonhismouth,
helickedherclean.Hestoodonhisfeetandgrabbedthewaterbottlewhichwasnearand
gulpeditatonegowhileshegatheredherselfafterthatearthshakingorgasm.Shewasgetting
usedtohim spoilingherwiththesemorningskyrocketingtreats.Thoughsomethingwasonher
mindandhenoticed...

Bless-what'sup?



Shesighedandgotup,hereachedforherthongbeforeshecould.

Nomusa-giveitback.

Bless-notuntilyoutellmewhat'sup?

Nomusa-fine,areyoubackwithMpumi?

Bless-(laughs)Ahaaa!!!Sothatwhatgotyouhotandbothered.

Nomusa-(frowned)areyoubackwithherornot?Becauseifyou'rethanthisisdone,nomore
tonguefuckingmeandnomoreblowjobsforyou.

Bless-(laughedandkissedhercheek)Nomusawee,areyoucatchingfeelings?Buttotakeyou
outyourmisery,wenotbacktogether,Mirahhadadoctor'sappointment,rememberItoldyouI
wasputtingheronmymedicalaid.

Nomusa-oh...

Bless-I'm donechasingyoutwo,ifanyofyouwantmethanyoubetterspeakup.Itriedwithyou
andyoubeataroundthebushandonlywantedmewhenmybrotherdribbledyou.Itriedwithher
butallthetimeshekeepsbringingyouup.Whoeverbetweenthebothofyoudecidestofucking
followtheirheartfirstIwillgladlyclaim asmine,inthemeantimeyoustillgetyourorgasms,me
andherstillcoreparentsmoothly.

Hethrewherthongatherandshecatchedit,hewinkedandwhistledadjustinghissweatpants
beforewalkingoutherroom.

Outsidethepatio....

Couplesofminuteslater,Nomusaandhermotherjoinedinatthebreakfasttable.Nomusa's
motherwaswowedattheamountoffood,noteventhevillageroyalfamilyhadfoodlikethis
andshehadbeentomanyoftheirroyalcouncilmeetingsaccompanyingherhusband.

Matema-(smiling)ngiyathembaukuthiulalekahlesisi(Ihopeyouhadagoodsleep?)

MrsThusi-kahlekakhulu,umbhedeutofotofo(verywell,thebedissoft).

Bonolo-Iwillsaygrace.

Matemanodded,theylistenedtoBonoloasshesaidasmallprayerintswana.Afterthesmall
prayerMrsThusilookedaroundandnoticedBlesswasn'tpresentatthetable.



MrsThusi-indodanayakhoayizokubanathi?(Yoursonisn'tjoiningus?)

Matema-usehambile,umuntuwamabhizinisi(he'salreadyleft,he'sabusinessman).

MrsThusi-kuyacacaukuthiakekhomningiekhaya,kumeleanganwe,khonaunkosikazi
ezomuqoqa(itobviousheisn'thomealot,heneedstogetmarried,awifewillputhim inline)
(looksatNomusa).

Matemalaughed,BonolochockedonherfoodandNomusasighedavoidinglookingather
mother.

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

MrZuluhandedhiswifeacupofcoffeeandanotheronetoThembi,Sgila'swife.

Thembi-(sippedhercoffee)ngiyabonga(thankyou).

MrZulu-(lookedathiswatch)Ineedtoheadhomeandfreshenup,IhaveameetingIcannot
missat10.

Thembi-(nods)Thankyouforeverythingbhuti,Iwillupdateyouifthere'sanychanges.FornowI
am gratefulthathe'sokayandstable.

MrZulu-Iwilldrivestraighthereaftermymeeting.(Looksathiswife)let'sgo,youneedto
shower.

MrsZulu-IwillstayherewithThembi.

MrZulu-there'snothingyoucandoforherlookinglikethis,youneedtorest,QinisoandShaka
areontheirwayhere,theywillkeepThembicompany.

Thembi-(nodsandsmiles)bhutiisrightZiwe,gohomeandrest,you'vealreadydonesomuch
forme.IfanythingchangesIwillcallyou.

MrsZulu-(sighs)okay.

HeheldhiswiveshandandtheysaidtheirgoodbyestoThembi,MrsZuluglancedatSgila
beforewalkingoutthehospitalroom.Bythepassagetheymetwithapolicedectactiveanda
nurse...

Nurse-thisisMrSZulu'sfamily.

Him-(shookMrZulu'shand)goodmorningsir,Iam sorrytojustbombardyouwhileyourfamily
isdealingwithsuch,Iwashopingtotalktoyourbrotherbutthenursehasinformedmethathe's



stillunconscious,sircanIleavemyworkcardwithyou,ithasmynumberandIwashopingyou
cancallmeshouldyourbrothergainconsciousness.

MrsZulu-whyarethepoliceinvestigating?Hetrippedandfell.

Him-oh;wereyoupresentwhenhefell?

MrsZulu-uhm (lookedatherhusband)Nobutthat'stheonlylogicalexplanation.There'snoway
somebodypushedhim.

Him-uhmmm,wellwejustwanttohearfrom MrZulumouthbutIam surehewilltellusthevery
samething,thathetrippedandfell.

MrZulutookthecardandnoddedatthepoliceofficer,oncetheywereinsidehiscar,MrsZulu
huffedannoyinglyasshestrappedhersafetybelt.

MrsZulu-theytreatingusasifwehidingsomething,Nxi!!!Ifitwasn'tforMaviscallingthe
stupiddamncops,noneofthiswouldbehappening,maybeweshouldcallJackson.

MrZulu-Wooaaahh!!!It'snotthatserious,thepolicearejustdoingtheirjob.Havingourlawyer
presentwilljusthaveuslookinglikeweguiltyofsomething.

Shenoddedandlookedoutsidethewindowbutitdidn'terasetheguiltshewasfeelingand
didn'tstopherfrom tappingherfootnervously.

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

Hisphonevibratedbutheignoreditandcontinuedtopoundherfrom behind...

Nelly-yes,yes,yes...

Heliftedoneofherlegsandthrustedinandoutwhile,histhrustsweredeepandfast,shetried
sohardnotscreamingoutloudbecausetheyhadkidsdownstairs.Hecarefullybendedherface
downonthebed,herbuttwasout,shewasbendedandherlegsformedaLposition,she
internallythankedthegodsforjoiningthatstretchingclassatthegym.Shestartedtotwerkwith
itinsideher,hewentcrazyandsmackedherbuttcheeks....

Sbani-boujebaby.......



Hisphonevibratedagain,itstoppedandher'sstartedvibrating.Theybothmentallyshutthe
soundsoftheirphonesoffandfocusedontheircurrentactivity.Buttheyhadnoideatheperson
ringingthem hadnointentionsofstopping.Whenhisphonevibratedfortheeighthtime,he
annoyinglygrabbedit....

Sbani-(panting)WHAT?!!!

Shaka-I'vebeen....(heardthe"taptaptap"soundandhisshortbreathandNelly'ssmallmoan)
areyoufuckingrightnow?JesusSbaniwhatthefuck?Justcallmewhenyoudone,it's
important...

"Whofuckslikerabbitsthisearlyinthemorning"heheardShakasaybeforedroppingthecall.

20minuteslater....

TheysharedonehungrykissbeforesteppinginsidethekitchenandfoundBridgetplacingthe
lastsetofthekidsbreakfastbowlsinsidethedishwasher.

Sbani-(smiles)morningBri.

Bridget-morningMrZulu,morningNelly.

Sbani-callmeSbani,Itellyouallthetime,(pickedupNkanyezi)weshouldreallypayyoutriple
forallyoudo.

Nelly-I'vebeenwantingtoincreaseherpaybutsherefuses.

Bridget-(smiles)thatbecauseyouwanttopaymearidiculousamount.Anyways,isthere
anythingyouneedfrom metoday?

Nelly-(looksaround)Nope,Iplanonjustbeinghomewithmykidstoday.

Bridget-(nods)wellIwillseeyouMonday,Brandonplannedontakingmeouttolunchtoday.

Nelly-(smiling)well,Iwillnotkeepyou,enjoy.

Bridget-thankyouandIwillsaygoodbyetothekidsbeforeheadingout.

SbanisaidgoodbyetoBridgetandwaitedforhertoleavethekitchen....

Sbani-youreallyoverworkingthegirl,Ikeeptellingyoutogetananny,BriisyourP.A.

Nelly-Iwillnothaveanannyandsheloveshelpingmeout,besidesthekidslikeher.Sowhen



youleavingforthehospital?

Sbani-(smiling)tiredofmealready?Iwashopingyougivemeonefortheroad.

Nelly-(laughs)nothappening,Ijustwantyoubackearlysowecantakethekidstothemovies.

Sbani-whataboutthisone?(LooksatNkanyezi).

Nelly-Zenandewillhavetofulfillherauntydutiestoday.

TheybothlaughandstartdigginginontheirfoodwhichBridgetprepared.

ATZANDILE'S&SIPHO'SHOUSE.....

Hewatchedassheblushedtextingonherphone,therewassomethingdifferentabouther,she
headthislightabouther,shewasglowingandlookedlikeshegainedafewpounds.Heknew
thatwhateverwashavingherblushlikeaschoolgirlhadtobeaman.Hecouldn'tbelieveshe
hadmovedonsosoon.Hewasbeingahypocriteespeciallyafterwhathe'sputherthroughbut
hejustcouldn'thelpbutfeeljealous.

Sipho-Zandile.

Zandile-(looksathim)yes?

Sipho-Iam takingthekidstoaparktoday,doyouwanttojoinus?Ithinkitwouldbegreatifyou
do.

Zandile-yeahsure...

Hewasabouttosaysomethingbutshestoodupandansweredherphonegigglingwalking
outside.Hesighedandgrabbedhisphonelookingatthemessagefrom hisbrother.

"Babomdalaisinhospital,youshouldcomeandstophiding.Wealloverwhateveriskeeping
youaway"-Sbani

Hesighedanddailedhisnumber....

Ringing...



Sbani-hello.

Sipho-whathappenedtohim?

Sbani-Idon'tknow,Iam onmywaythererightnow,areyoucoming?

Sipho-Iwantedtotaketheboystotheparktoday.

Sbani-meandNellyaretakingthekidstothemoviestonight,maybeyou,Zandileandtheboye
canjoinus?

Sipho-(sighs)fine,Ican'tbelieveIam agreeingtoadayoutwithyouofallpeople.

Sbani-Imayjustbetheonlypersonwhodoesn'tgiveashitthatyougay,youstillmybrother
eventhoughyoustupidbutyoublood;Ineverturnmybackonblood.Plusyousounddepressed.

Sipho-(laughed)fuckyou.

Sbani-(laughed)getyourSomiziasshere.

Theybothlaughedandheshookhisheadendingthecall.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert54

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Thenurseasksthem topleasestepoutsidewhileshechangehissheets.Thembiwastheonly
oneallowedtostayin.

Qiniso-(hugshismom)wewilljustbebythecafeteriamom.

Thembi-(nodsandsmileslookingatthem)okayboys,thankyouforeverything.

Sbani-wewillbringyousomethingtodrinkfrom downstairs.

ShakaandSbanibothpattheiraunt'sbackandstepoutsidetheroom followedbyQiniso.



Shaka-let'sdrivedowntheroad,IthinkthereisaNando'sdrivethroughthere.

Sbani-SiphoalreadytextedmethathewasbringingsomethingtoeatforAunty.

Qiniso-(surprised)he'scoming?

Sbani-yeah,Icalledhim earlierandtoldhim aboutbabomdala.

Shaka-wow;howdidyougethim tocome?PhelaI'vebeentryingforweekswiththatmanand
it'sneversuccessful.

Sbani-(shrugs)Ijusttoldhim wealloverhim beinggay,there'snoneedforhim tohideanymore
sopleasenoactingweirdwhenhegetshere.

Qiniso-(laughs)wellIneverreallycaredabouthim sexuality,Iwassurprisedwhenitcameout
becauseheneverreallyshowedanysignsofbeinggay.Imeanweallpracticallygrewup
together,thoughhewasolderthanusbutallweevertalkedaboutwasgirlsandvaginas.

Shaka-(nods)yeah,itwasashocktousall,maybehe'sbisexual.

Sbani-welldon'taskhim ifhe'sbisexualornot,thisisallnewtoussowedon'twanttosay
anythingthatmightoffendhim.Hejustcameoutandwedon'treallywanthim tofeelpressured
intoanything.Hewillexplaineverythingtouswhenhefeelscomfortabletoo,untilthenhe's
Sipho,ourolderbrother.

Shaka-I'm surprisedyoutheonehe'sbeenincontactwithallthistime.

Qiniso-why?Youguysrelationshipwasn'tgood?

Sbani-forthelastcoupleofyearsithasn't,infactthecracksstartedwhendadnamedmeCEO
andthantherewasNelly,itwentdownhillfrom there.

Qiniso-IgettheCEOpartbutwhat'sNellygottodowithanything?

Sbani-longstorybutIthinkhewasjustangrybecausehewascloserwithNtombiandheknew
aboutouraffairbeforeitevenstarted.Thanwejuststartedarguingabouteverythingand
anything.

Qiniso-(nods)youguysshouldworkthingsout,Ienviedyourbondasbrother's,Istilldo.

Sbani-(smiles)ShakaisanidiotandSiphoisstupidbuttheyblood.

Shaka-(laughs)youjusthadtocallbeanidiot.

Qiniso-(laughspattingShaka'shead)boyyouknowyou'reidiot.

Theyalllaughoutloudenteringthecafeteria,earningafewstaresfrom thenurses.

Qiniso-so,howyoufeelaboutNtombigettingmarried?

Sbani-I'm happyforher,NtombiandIwillalwayshaveloveforeachother,weshareachildand
shewasinmylifeforaverylongtime.Wewillalwaysbeafamilyandlongtimefriends,we



actuallywenttolunchtheotherday.

Shaka-Ineverthoughtyouandherwouldbreakup,youbothhadagoodthinggoingon.

Qiniso-(nods)metoo,wheneverIlookedatyoutwo,Iwantedwhatyouguyshad.Though
thinkingaboutit,youbothalwaysseemedtobebestoffriendsmorethananything.

Sbani-thatbecauseforthelongestoftimewewerejustfriends.Wecameintoeachother'slives
whenwebothneededeachotherandmaybethatwhywecouldn'thaveaforever.Weallalready
accomplishedwhatweneededeachotherfor.(Smiles)Ntombiiscrazyandisawonderful
personandIthinkshe'sfoundsomebodywhocomplimentsher,Iforoneam relievedthatthe
guyshe'smarryingisMthoko.Ifeelcomfortablewithhim beingaroundmydaughterandalso
aroundNtombibecauseIwouldhateifshegoesthroughanotherdomesticviolenceexperience,
I'dkillthatperson.

Qiniso-(nods)Igetyou,rememberthefuckeryousleptwithhisgirlfriendintheircabinbackin
iBiza?

Sbani-(laughs)yeah,what'shisnameDavid?

Qiniso-(laughs)Derek,he'sdatingyourotherbabymama.

Shaka-(burstoutlaughing)yousleptwithhisgirlfriend,onacabinhewasrenting?

Qiniso-thisassholedidn'tjustadditthere,theygotintoafight,wellheandhislittletrustfund
fuckersfoughtusbutthatwastheirmistakebecauseweendedupcockblockingthem atevery
angleandfuckingeachgirltheytriedtobang.(Laughs)SbanifuckedDereksgirlfriendagain.

Shaka-(laughs)what!!!!

Sbani-(laughs)hisfirstmistakewasbringingheralong,whocomestoibizawithhisgirlfriend?.

Shaka-yeah,thatwasadumbmove.

Sbani-(laughsshakinghishead)Iforgotabouthim,onlytobumpintohim againwhilehe
treatedNellytolunch,thefuckerevenhadthenervetobuyherredroses.AgainIcrashedthe
wholething,niggadidn'tevenhavetheballstofightBless,Iwassosurehe'dtellNellyaboutus
becausewepretendednottoknowhim.Blesstoldmeherecognizedhim though,hesaidhe
hadtotrysohardnottolaughbecausehehadthesamedefeatedlookhehadwhenhefound
hisgirlsuckingmydick.

TheyallburstoutlaughingandShakawasthefirstonetonoticeSiphocomethroughthedoor
andmakinghiswayuptothem....

Sipho-(smiles,shakinghishead)Icanhearyouguysallthewayfrom thereception.

TheyalllaughandstoodgivingSiphoanbro-hugs.



Qiniso-hawu!Where'sthefood?Ithoughtyoubringingfoodforus.

Sipho-notforyoubutforAunty,Ialreadygaveittoher,thoughitwillbeenoughforallofyou,
Zandilecooked.

Shaka-IknowwesupposetonotbewierdbutIthoughtyourfashionsensewouldchangenow
andbealldramatic,youknowcapesandblondemohawks,toppedwithaboldeyeliner.

TheyallstoppedandlookedatShaka,hecouldseeSbaniandQinisogivehim the"see,you'rean
idiot"look.Siphoshakeshisheadandlaughs,theyalllookathim andseeinghim laughhave
them asenseofrelief...

Sipho-(smiles)Iam gaynotadragqueenandnoIwon'tbedyingmyhairblondeandwearing
womenclothes.

Sbani-firstthingIsaidwhenItoldthem youwerecomingisnottobewierdandguesswhat
ShakaZuludoes?

Qiniso-(laughs)let'sbehonestthough,iftherewassomeonewhowasgoingtosaydumbshit,
itShaka.

Sipho-(laughs)yeah,thatwhyIam notevenoffended,Iknowhe'snotcomingfrom amalicious
place,he'sanaturalbornlightskinidiot.

Sbani-couldn'thavesaiditbetter.

Theyalllaugh....

Shaka-wait,thisisnotaganguponShakaday,plusSiphoshouldn'tyoubemore
compassionatenow,Imeanbetweenallofyoutheclosestthingtoawoman'shormones.

Theyallstoppedlaughingandlookedathim....

Shaka-What?

Qiniso-(shakeshishead)thisguy.

Sbani-idiot...

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....



Matemawalkeddownthestairslookingelegant,shewasdressedlikeawomanfittostandnext
tothepresident.MrsThusihadgatheredthatMatemawasn'twellbutheroverenthusiastic
personalitymadeyoufeelcomfortableinjusthavinganormalconversationwithherinsteadof
pitingher.

MrsThusi-awusemuhlesisi(youlookbeautiful).

Matema-Ngiyabonga,minanoBonolosisahambaisikhashana,ngineappointmentnodokotela
(thankyou,meandBonolowillbegoneforalittlewhile,Ihaveanappointmentwiththedoctor).

MrsThusi-(nods)kulungilesisi,nihambekahle(okay,gowell).

10minuteslater.....

ThedoortoNomusa'sroom opens,shelooksupandit'shermotherwalkinginandclosedthe
doorbehindher.Shesighedandknewthatwhateverthiswas,itwasn'tgood.

MrsThusi-uzifihlela?(Thisiswhereyouhiding?).

Nomusa-angizifihlileMa,isikhathiisiningivelemengingekhoeskoleningizihlalelalaenkamereni
lami(Iam nothidingmom,mosttimeswhenIam notatschool,Istayinmyroom).

MrsThusi-uzimiselengokwenzaniukugcinakonkelokho?UcabangaukuthimekauSbusiso
anganalenganeyakwaDlaminiwenausazobanendawola?Vuka!!!!Nomusa,leyantombazane
ifunaikusasalenganeyayo,mawumamawenzakonkeokusemandleniukuthiulungiseleingane
yakhoikusasa.Njengobanamingifunaubenekusasaeligcono,uSbusisoangakunikakonke,
wenauzobaumamawalomuzikodwakonkelokhokuzowenzekaumauhlakanipha,uyekeukuba
umnekeNomusa(Whatareyouwillingtodotokeepallthisasyours?YouthinkifSbusiso
marriesthatDlaminigirlyouwillstillhaveaplacehere?Wakeup!!!Thatgirlwantsafuturefor
herchild.Ifyou'reamotheryoudoallyoucantoprovideabetterfutureforyourchild.JustlikeI
wantthebestfutureforyouandSbusisocanprovideallthatforyou.Youcanbethewomanof
thishousebutonlythatcanhappenwhenyoustartbeingsmartandstopbeingasnail).

ShethoughtbacktothetimewhensheinsistedonmovingoutandBlesshadnotcaredifshe
did.ShewonderedifwouldMpumireallyeverbeokaywithherbeinginBlesslifebutshealready
knewtheanswerandasmuchasshehatedlisteningtohermother,someofthethingsshesaid
madesenseandtherewastruthtothem....

Nomusa-ufunangenzeniMa?MinanoSbusiright,siyazwanakahlefuthi.Ngizobanekusasa
eliqhakazileMa,ngiphasengamalengisoeskoleni.Minangizobaudokotelaohambaphambile,
yonkelentooyibonala,namingizobanayo.Yazimasesadlulaisikhathilaabantubesifazane
behlalaemakhayabebhekeabayenibaboukuthibasebenze.Manjeabantubesifazanebaphethe



izinkampani,bashayelaizimotoezinkulu,yazimengaseuboneabantubesifazaneabasondelene
noSbu,bazimele,banamandlafuthibayaziqhenyangemizuzoyabo.Namingifunaukufananabo,
ngifunaukubanemaliyami,ngishayeleimotoyamiphindengibenomuziwami(Whatdoyou
wantmetodoMa?MeandSbuareokay,wegetalongwell.Iwillhaveabrightfuture,Ipassed
allmymoduleswithdistinctions,Iwillbeadoctor,allthisyouseehereIwillhave.Ma,times
havepassedwherewomenstayathomeandwaitfortheirhusbandstoprovide,nowwomen
aretheCEO'sofbigcompanies,womendrivebigcars.Youshouldseethewomenthatareclose
withSbu,theyindependent,theystrongandhavepower,theyproudoftheirachievements.I
wanttobelikethem,Iwantmyownmoney,Iwanttodrivemyowncarandhavemyownbig
house).

MrsThusi-ngiyakubonauphuphanjengogogowakho,nayewayekhulumakanje,ukephimanje?
Uhluphananobabawakhoemziniwami.Wenaufunaukulahlaithubauliphethengezandlangoba
nakhuunamaphuphu.(Pointedathervagina)lobuntombibakhoibonaobuzokwenzaufuze
lamaphuphoakho,vulelaindodayakwaNdaworaamathanga,uzoyibonaizohlanya,idideke,
amadodaawathandakabiamatshitshi,angakuthengelangishoumhlabaukubeuyathengeka
umaetholaukuthiawukaziwangenwaumuntu.Wenauyimbalimtanami,umausaba,
ngingakutholelaumuthiuzokwenzaukuthiuvuthemasewenzainkonzoyasenkamereni(Isee
youdreamingjustlikehowyourgrandmotherwas,shewastalkinglikeyou,whereisshetoday?
She'sapesttoyourfatherandisapaininmyhouse.Youhaveanopportunityinyourhandsbut
youwanttothrowitawaybecauseyouhavedreams.(Pointsathervagina)youseethis,your
virginity,thiswillmakeallyourdreamscometrue,openyourlegsforthatNdaworaman,youwill
see,hewillgocrazy,hewon'tknowwhathim,menlovevirgins,shouldtheyfindnomenhas
enteredyou,theycanbuyyouthewholeworldifpossible,you'reflowermychild.Ifyouscared,I
canfindyoumuthiwhichwillhaveyourvaginahotandreadywhenhavingsex).

Shewasfeelingdefeated,itwasobviousthattherewasnothingshecouldsaytohermother
whichwillhaveherseethingsthewayshedid.Hergrandmotherhadalwaystoldherthather
motherwasaloverforfinethingsbutsheneverimagineditwasthisdrastic,consideringher
fatherwasn'tarichman.

Nomusa-akulonaiqinisolelo,umaubuntombibukufezelaamaphuphu,bukunikaubukhazikhazi
lobuobushoyo,umafuthibuhlanyisaamadodanjengousho,phowenaawuhlelinganikwindlu
enkulu?Angithiwashadaubabawintombi?Ngabelokhokushoukuthiintombiyakho
ayivuthangakahle?(That'snottrue,ifbeingavirginmakesallyourdreamscometrue,ifitgives
youalltherichesyoutalkaboutandifitmakesmengocrazyandwildthanwhyareyounotina
bighouse?Isn'tyoumarrieddadavirgins?Whatdoesthissayaboutyourvagina,wasitnothot
enoughtogetyoualltheriches?).

(SLAP)....

Sheheldherstingingcheekandstaredupathermotherwhowasstaringbackather,livid.She
hadn'tmeanttobedisrespectfulbutitannoyedherhowhermotherridiculedherdreamsand



basicallyinsuiatedthatallthatwasgoodaboutherwasthatshewasavirgin....

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Laterthatafternoon....

MrsZuluarrivedthesametimeasherdaughterSanedid,theyfoundeveryonegatheredinside
theroom andhavingajollyconversation.

Sane-(smiles)Sanibona,(huggingher)mamkhuluhowareyou?

Thembi-(smiling)I'm okaybaby,betteractually.Yourbrothershavebeengreatcompany.

Sane-Iseethat,Icouldheartheirvoicesallthewayfrom reception.

Theyalllaugh,itwasthanthatbothSaneandhermothernoticedthatSiphowasamongstthe
bunch,Sanesmiledwithtearsandmadeherwaytohim,embracinghim inatighthugging.They
allletthem be....

Sbani-(looksatthewatch)wellIhavetogo,NellyandIaretakingthekidstothemoviestonight.

Thembi-sayhitothatbeautifulfianceeofyoursandthankyouagainmyboy.

Sbani-(turnstoZandile)youandSiphoarestilljoiningus?

Zandile-yeah,SanelewillkillmeifIbailed.Siphowehavetogotoo.Mamkhulu,Iwillcheckon
youtomorrow,I'm onnightshift.

Theybidtheirfarewellandwalkedout.Afewminutesofthefamilyjusttalkingwitheachother
andpassingtime,Thembifeltmovementonthebedandjumped,catchingeveryone'sattention...

MrsZulu-what'swrong?

Thembi-Ithinkhe'swakingup(sawhiseyelidsopenandclose)ohmyGod,he'swakingup.

Sane-I'llcallthenurse.

MrsZulucouldfeeltheairleaveherbodyasshewatchedSgilaopenedhiseyes.....



Remembertolikeandcommentalways....
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Thenextday...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE.....

Themoodwaslightasthefamilyenjoyedtheirbreakfast,yesterdaywhenSgilahadwokenup,
asmuchastheywerehappybuttheywerealsoconcernedifthefallmighthavecreatedsome
damageonhim.Theirworrywasifhecouldwalkagainbutwhenthedoctortoldthem they
shouldn'tworrybecausenothingwasfracturedandtheswellinghadgonedownquicklycausing
him togainconsciousnessquietquickly.

Qiniso-isbababeingdischargedtoday?

Thembi-(shakeshishead)No,thedoctor'swanttokeephim forafewdaysandIfullysupport
that,heneedstobethereforatleasttheremainingdaysofthisweek.

MrZulu-(sipshiscoffee)I'm justgladhedidn'tsufferanymajorinjuries,Iwanthim backsowe
canstartplanningNtombi'sMembeso.

Thembi-(smiling)wellthat'ssomethingtobeexcitedabout,thisfamilydoesneedadayof
celebration,ithasn'treallybeenagreatyear,welostWethu,SbaniwasinjailandShakagotshot
andthatjustnamingthefewbadthings,Godknowswe'vebeentested.

MrsZulu-speakingofSbani,Babakhedoyouknowthedetailsofhisrelease?Thatboynevertell
meanythinganymore.

Shaka-Iwanttoknowtoo

MrZulu-(sighs)hissituationiscomplicated,let'sjustwaitforhim totelluswhenhisready.

Thembi-Idon'tcareforhisreasons,I'm justhappyhe'shomeandhecanbewithhisfamily.

MrsZulu-(laughs)whatfamily?Thatboyhardlyeverhangsaroundusanymore.Ican'teven
rememberthelasttimehewashereseatedinthistablehavingamealwithus.

Sane-(sad)wedon'teventalkanymore,IfIam notmistaken,Ithinkthelasttimehim andIhad
abrotherlyandsisterlyconversationwaswhenhewasinstayinginChinawithNtombiand
Noma,(smilessaddly)IwasplanningourweddingwithSizwe,hewouldliterallyfacetimeme
everytimejokingandaskingmeifIwassureIdidn'twanthim tocreateanewidentityformeso
IcouldskipthecountryandnotmarrySizwe.(Sighs)Thoseweregreattimes.



MrsZulu-differentpeoplebringoutdifferentversionsofyou.

MrZulu-(givesherasternlook)don'tevengothere.

MrsZulu-(shrugs)whenhewaswithNtombi,wesawmoreofhim,justsaying.

Thembi-(sighs)Ziwe,weloveourboysbutwehavetoacceptthatthere'sgoingtobeanother
femalethattheywilllovejustasmuchastheylovesus,eventhebiblestatesindodaiyodela
uninaithandaumkayo.

MrsZulu-uhmmmm...

Qiniso-Ithinkwecancuthim someslack,itreallybeenatoughpastyearandyearforhim.I
knowifIwasinjailclosetoayearandIhadafianceeandkids,Iwouldwanttobearoundthem
allthetimewhenIgetmyfreedom.

Shaka-yeah....mamkhuluIwillpassbylaterandcheckonbabomdala,Ihavemeetingsbackto
backtoday.

Thembi-it'sokaybaby,goaboutyourdayanddon'tworryaboutthatoldmanatthehospital,
isigilalesiya,umshini.

Theyalllaugh.....

Qiniso-(standsup)wellIgottogo,thecompanywon'trunitself.

Shaka-(standsup)let'swalkouttogether,Iwanttorunsomethingbyyoubeforemymeeting.

Qiniso-sure,let'sgo.

ShakaandQinisoleavethetableandwalkoutwhilediscussingbusiness.

MrZulu-(looksathisdaughter)whatdoyouhaveplannedtoday?

Sane-Iam goingbacktothehoteltogetthekidsbecauseSiphohastocheckononeofhis
restaurants.MeandthekidsaregoingtovisitNtombi,plusIhavetogivehergiftsforLethu.

MrZulu-(nods)whichremindsme,whyyouandSizwestayingatahotel?Youbothalwaysstay
inthecottageoutside.

Sanelookedathermotheranddebateswhethertotellherfathertherealreasonbutthanshe
wouldhavetoexplainhermother'scrazyepisode,shesighedandsmiledlookingatherfather
tryingtocomeupwithabelievableexplanation....

Sane-oneofSizwesclientsgiftedhim withhotelvouchers,sowedecidedwhynotjustuseit.



Herfatherseemedtobuyherstorybecausehenoddedandwentabouthisbusiness.Mavis
walkedinonthethreewomen....

Mavis-uhmm,IbakedsomelemonLammingtons,Sgi...uhm bab'Zululovesthem.

TherewasanawkwardmomentbetweenThembiandMavisastheystaredateachother,well
ThembistaredatMavis,whowaslookingeverywherebutatThembi.

Thembi-(clearedherthroatandtooktheTupperwarefrom her)thankyouMavis,Iwillbesureto
tellhim theyfrom you.

MavisnoddedandlookedatMrsZulubeforehurryingoutthelivingroom.Sanelaughedshaking
herhead.

Sane-(clapsonce)hhayiMavis,Iwillseeyoubeautifulwomenlater.

MrsZulu-okaybaby(whispering)andthankyoufornottellingyourfather.

Thembi-kisslittleMtungwa'sforme.

Sane-(smiling)Iwill...

10minuteslater....

InsideMrsZulu'scar....

MrsZulu-so?

Thembi-sowhat?

MrsZulu-don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowwhatI'm talkingabout?

Thembi-(laughs)Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout?

MrsZulu-(givesherthelook)I'm talkingaboutearlier,youandMavis?Am Imissingsomething?

...(silence)....



MrsZulu-so?

Thembi-yousureyouwanttoknow?

MrsZulu-Iwouldn'tbeaskingifIdidn't?

Thembi-(sighs)she'ssleepingwithhim.

MrsZulu-What?Didyoujust....

Thembi-yesZiwe;Myhusbandissleepingwithyourhousekeeper.

MrsZuluwasshockedaboutwhatshejustheardbutwhatconfusedherevenmorewashow
calm Thembiappeared,therewasnotraceofhurtorpain.Sheknewsheneededtonotletwhat
shejustheardaffectherbecauseshewasdriving..

Thembi-I'veknownabouttheiraffairfortwoyearsnow.Unfortunatelyshe'sjustoneofmany,I
nolongershedatearwhenIhearabouthismischiefs.He'saserialcheaterandhe'snevergoing
tochange.Injaumnyeniwami,intoenganeliseki(myhusbandisadog,he'ssomeonewho's
neversatisfied).

MrsZulu-uhmm,whyyoustillwithhim?Idon'tunderstand,whenyoutogether,youlookvery
happyandcontent,Icouldneversuspectanything.

Thembi-afterthirtyfiveyearsofmarriagewithsomeonewhoconstantlyrepeatsthesame
Bullshitoverandoveragain,youmastertheartofpretendinguntilyouacceptthenormalityof
thesituation.

MrsZulu-nothingisnormalaboutthisThembi.

Thembi-yeah,youwouldn'tunderstandbecauseyourhusbandhasnevercheatedonyou,Ziwe
youshouldcountyourblessingsbecauseoutofalltheZulumen,yougotyourselfagreatone.
Besides,Ishouldhaveleftalongtimeago,leavingnowwouldn'tmakesense,I'djustlookdumb
andcrazy.(Laughs)atleastIcrywhilewearingPrada,what'sbetterthandyingwhilewearing
yourfourinchbloodshoes.Thisisthelifeoftherich,yousmileduringthedayandyoudieat
nightwhilesleepingonyourporcelain.

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE.....

ShewaslookingthroughherboutiquefinancialbookswhenMthokowalkedinandwentstraight
tothefruitbasket,grabbinganApple...

MaSiwela-don'tyouwork?



Mthoko-I'm onleave,whatyouuptoo?

MaSiwela-boringstuff,doingsomeauditing.

Mthoko-whycan'tyoujusthiresomeonetodothat?

MaSiwela-Idon'ttrustanyonewithmycoins,whyyouinmyhouse?

Mthoko-(rollseyes)therehabilitationpeoplecalled,Lindiweissettocomeoutandcontinueher
programmeoutsidethecenter,theywantedtoknowifIam stillavailableasthelegal
representativetohaveherstaywithme.

MaSiwela-theyhavingheroutalready?Isn'tittoosoon?

Mthoko-She'sbeendoingreallygood,beencheckinguponherwhenIhavetimeoffworktoo,
shereallydoeslookcleanedup.

MaSiwela-wellit'sgoodnewsbutwhatdowedowithZenande?Shewantsnothingtodowith
herandIknowthepeoplefrom thecenterwouldwantherrepresentativetobesomeonewho's
handsonwithhertwentyfourseven,younotreallythatperson.Yourlifeisjuststartingandthe
lastthingIwantisforyouandNtombitohavetodealwithsuchresponsibilitywhenyouhavea
newbornbabyinyourhome,besidesyoubothshouldenjoyeachotherrightnow,there'sno
placeforLindiweinyourhome.

Mthoko-sowhatdowedo?

MaSiwela-(sighs)Iwouldhavetotryandfiguresomethingout,whenisshecomingout?

Mthoko-threeweeksfrom now.

MaSiwela-(nods)atleastwehavetime;it'snotalotbutwecanworkaroundit.Ihavetohavea
conversationwithZenandeaswell.Idon'twantherfeelinguncomfortablebecausethisisher
home.IfitmeansIhavetosignLindiweintoahomeandpayforherstaythanIwill,Zenande
andThabocomefirst.

Mthoko-yeah...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Thembi-here(handshertheTupperware)yougoin,Ijustneedtousetherestroom first.

MrsZulunodsandtakesadeepbreathmakingherwaytoSgila'shospitalroom.Sheopensthe
doorandfreezeswhenshefindsthedetectivetalkingwithhim.Theybothstoptalkingandlook
atherasshenervouslyentertheroom.Shecouldfeelherpulsepickup,shemadeeyecontact
withSgilaandhedidn'tmissthelookoffearinhereyesbuttherewassomethingelsetoo,she
waspleadingwithhereyesforhim nottosayanythingincriminatingher.



Detective-isthatallsir?

Sgila-(nods)yesdetective,theZulumenareveryhealthythereforeourwomenbreedalotof
childrenandgrandchildrenforus.Toyseverywhereandanywhereinsidethehouse,thatdayjust
wasn'tmyluckyday.

Detective-(laughs)Icanimagine,wellMrZuluIhopeyoufeelbettersoonandgetbackto
playinghorsewithyourgrandchildren.

TheybothlaughandMrsZulujoinsthem withherownforcedlaugh...

Detective-Iguessyouwererightallalongmam,hedidtripandfallafterall.

MrsZulu-(fakesmiles)hmmm..

Thedetectivebidsfarewellandwalksouttheroom.MrsZuluwaitsafewmomentsbefore
movingclosertohim...

MrsZulu-Thankyou.

Sgila-(frowned)don't!!!Ididn'tdothatforyou.Ican'tbelieveyouactuallyattemptedtokillme.

MrsZulu-itwasamistake,Idon'tknowhowthingsturnedoutthatway;IswearIwouldnever
tryandkillyou,Iam nomurderer,youknowme.

Sgila-clearlyIdon't.

Shetriedtouchinghishandbuthemoveditawayandhaveherthemostdirtiestlook...

MrsZulu-areyoustillgoingtotell...

Sgila-unbelievable!!!Isthatallyouworriedabout?IfIansweryeswouldyousmothermewitha
pillow?

ShewasabouttorespondbutthedooropenedandThembiwalkedin,theybothturnedtoher
withthebiggestsmilesontheirfaces....

ATTHEPRESIDENTSOFFICE...



Mosesrubbedhisforeheadfrustratedly,he'sbeentryingtotalkthepresidentsrepresentative
intogivinghim someinformationabouttherecentdevelopmentsinhislineofwork.Hewanted
toknowwhyhewasnolongerabletoaccesssomeofthecountriesbiggestcases,onewhich
areconsideredtobeclassified.Allinternationallineofcommunicationhasbeenshutdown,he
andhisteam deniedaccess.

Him-likeIhavebeentellingyouforthepasthoursir,thenationalofficeiscurrentlyundergoing
asystem check,allhighandconfidentialfilesaretakenoffourdatabaseandkeptremotely
separateasthesystem undergoestheclearance.

Moses-thatmakesnosenseatall,Iwanttotalktothepresidentdirectly.

Him-again,likeIhavebeentellingyouforthepasthour,I'm afraidthatwon'tbepossiblesir.

Moses-(annoyed)doyoustillvalueyourjob?

Him-yessir.

Moses-thanyou'dsoexactlyasIsay,getmethepresident.

Him-I'm sorrysirbutthatwon'tbepossible.

Mosesfrustratedlykickedoneofthechairsandgainedafewstairs...

Moses-WHAT!!!!!FUCKINGGETBACKTOWORK....whenwillthepresidentbeavailable?

Him-thepresidentisonabusinesstriptoDurbansir.

Moses-bloodyhell,whydidn'tyoutellmethiswhenIcalled,ItraveledheretoPretoriafor
nothingwhenyoucouldhavejusttoldmethepresidentwasinDurban.Fuckingincompetence,
uselessidiot.

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedoffleavingafewwhispersbehind....

ATZULU&SON'SCO....

InNelly'soffice...

Nelly-areyousurethisistherightmove?

Sbani-gobigorgohome.Weplaytoomuch,nowittimetoputeverythingintoaction.

Nelly-(nods)Ihopeeverythinggoeswell.



Hewrapshisarmsaroundherwaistandbringsherclosertohim....

Sbani-(looksintohiseyes)ifwedothis,there'snoturningback,youknowthatright?

Nelly-(sighs)yeah,justlikeIknowthatit'smoreofyouawayfrom homebutIcanhandleallthat.
Justpromisemethatthiswon'tchangeusandnomatterwhat,wedon'tbreakteam.

Sbani-(kissesher)Never.

Theyshareonelongpassionatekiss,theyaredisturbedbythedooropening,revealingNdabuko
ontheotherside.Sbanipecksherlipsandmovesfrom her.Ndabukoclosesthedoorandwalks
foward.

Ndabuko-Zulu.

Sbani-Sibiya.

Alongsilencefillstheroom,thetwomendon'tbreakform astheybothholdeactothersgaze
withtheexactsamecold,hardlook.

Nelly-Sbani....

Heturnedtoherdirection...

Nelly-time...

HenoddedandgrabbedamembersonlykeycardhandingittoNdabuko.

Ndabuko-Whatisthis?

Sbani-tonighteighto'clocksharp,BeverleyHillshotel,dressformal.

Ndabuko-Ihaven'tagreedtoanything.

Sbani-youwanttoknowthewholeplan,youbethereontime.

Ndabuko-whatifafterIhearyourplanandIdon'tlikeit?



Sbani-youknowexactlywhathappens,I'dliketothinkyoualreadyhaveanideaofwhatI
capableoff.

Ndabuko-andyouhavenoideawhatIam capableoff.

Sbani-fair,butyouknowthatwon'tstopmefrom caringoutmycontingencyplan.

Ndabuko-youunderestimateme.

Sbani-(movesclosertohim)No,youandyourfatherunderestimateme,afterallwithallthe
poweryourfamilyhas,nooneeverfoundouthowoneofyourmenballswasleftbythesideof
yourgate.

...(silence)...

NdabukogaveNellyalookandwalkedouttheoffice...

Nelly-he'llbethere.

Sbani-Iknow,(cupsbothsidesofhercheeksandstaresdirectlyintohereyes)youknowifhe
decidesnottojoinusthanheneedsto....

Nelly-Iknow,nomoregames,thisisourlivesandanyonewho'sathreathastogo,noliabilities.

Sbani-(nods)Goodgirl.....Iloveyou.

Nelly-Iloveyou.

Theyhugforafewminutesandbreakapart,suddenlyeverythingbecamereal,thiswasmore
thanjustgettingatMosesegobutitwasalsohopeforafuturetogether,Sbani'sfreedom....

Nelly-Ipickedasuitoutforyou,(smiled)youshouldfinditwaitingforyouathome.

Sbani-(laughs)youboughtasuitforme?

Nelly-yeah,sendmeapicturesoIcanseehowitfits.

Sbani-oryoucanseeforyourselfwhenyoutakeitoutafterIcomebackfrom mymeetingwith
thepresident.

Nelly-(giggled)howaboutalittledemonstrationofwhat'stocomelater...

Hedidn'tneedtobetoldtwice,hesatheronthedeskandpulledherdressup......



20minuteslater....

Ringing...

Lungiey-hello

Nelly-hey,doyouwanttododinnertonight?

Lungiey-yeah,myplaceoryours?

Nelly-mines,Mexicanfinewithyou?

Lungiey-yep,seeyoulater.

Shehangedupandsighedfeelingbored,therewasn'tmuchtodo.SheopenedtheWindowsand
sprayedanairfreshenerbecauseherofficestillsmelledofsexandcum.Shewasn'tsatisfiedas
shecouldsmellsexonher.Shegrabbedherbodyspray,sheforgotthatshehadnounder
garmentonbecauseSbanidecidedtoleavewiththem,nowhervaginawasburning,shedidn't
tospraythatfar....

Nelly-fuck....

"Icomingtoseeyounow"-GYN

Shesentthattexttohergynacologestandgrabbedherbagbutinherstate,heelsweren'tthe
besttowalkwith.

Nelly-(takingthem off)fuckit...

Shewalkedouttheofficebarefoot,hersmooth,softfeetlookedforeignastheytouchedthe
floor.Everyonelookedatherweird,shetriedallherbesttowalknormal.

Mbali-areyouokay?

Nelly-holdallmycalls...

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....
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ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

LungieylaughedlisteningtoNellytellherallaboutherburningvaginasituation.

Lungiey-wenawhatwereyouthinkingsprayingunderneath?

Nelly-Iwasn'texactlysprayingmyvagina,(shakesherhead)Ilookedsostupidtodayexplaining
tomygynecologist,shewentasfarasgivingmeawholelessononhowtothreatmyvagina.

Lungiey-(laughs)Iguessyoushouldkeepasmallpackofbabywipesinyouroffice,justincase.

Nelly-(laughs)definitely,whichremindsme(grabsherbagandtakesoutapackofemergency
pills).

Lungiey-youguyssurehavebeenlivingrecklesslylately.

Nelly-wehaveandIdefinitelydon'twantanotherbabyyet.CanyousetusupwhileIgoand
drinkthese.

Lungiey-yeahsure.

ATBUHLE&MPUMI'SAPARTMENT....

Thegirlsbothwalkedinsidetheirhomefeelingridiculouslytired,todaywasoneofthosedays
wheretheybothsharedthesameshift.

Buhle-WhattimeisAmirahgettinghere?

Mpumi-She'sgoingtospendthenightatmyparentshouse,Blesscouldnotpickherup
becausehehadanimportantmeetingtoattendlatertoday.

Buhle-oh....Siyaalsohasameetinghecan'tmisstotonight.

Mpumi-Timeslikethese,I'm greatfulthatmyparentsmovedclosertothecity.

Buhle-yeah...sowhatdoyouwanttodotonight?Doyouwantustoorderinorgoout?

Mpumi-I'dsaygoorderinbutit'sbeensolongsinceIactuallywentout.IfeeltiredbutIalso



wanttotakeadvantageofAmirahnotbeinghome.

Buhle-(feelingexcited)areyouserious?

Mpumi-(shrugged)yeahwhynot?Imeanwegotadayofftomorrow.

Buhlejumpedfrom whereshewasandthrewherselfontopofMpumiscreamingexcitedly.
Mpumilaughedfeelingpleasedwithherself,itwasdefinitelyheartwarmingseeingBuhlethis
happy,sheknewthatBuhlewasanouttheretypeofpersonbutshehadtoneddownonher
goingoutbecauseshewastryingtoaccommodateher.Shewantedtodoonethingforher
especiallysinceBuhlehaddonealotforherandifitmeant,goingoutforthenightanddrinking
theirbuttsoffthansobeit,besides,nobodysaidbeingamom shouldstoponefrom livingher
bestlife.

Buhle-ohmyGod!!!Wehavetogetreadyandfindoutfits.

Mpumi-I'm raidingyourcloset,Idon'thaveanythingniceatthemoment.

Buhle-(smiling)come,let'sseewhatyoucanwear.

TheybothgiggledandchattedexcitedlyastheymadetheirwaytoBuhle'sroom.

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL....

BlessandSandilewerethefirsttoarrive,followedbySiyaandMbusoandlastlythepresident
himselfwalkedinandjoinedtherestofthemenintheroundtable.Onesitwasemptyandit
belongedtoNdabuko,theyalldranktheirwhiskeyastheireyessilentlywenttotheemptychair
andthedoor...

ThePresident-(lookedathiswatch)Zulu,Ihopethisisnotawasteofmytime.

Sbani-Icanassureyouit'snot,wejustneedafewminutesbeforewecanstart.

Sbaniwaspissedbutheheldhimselftogether,Bless,Sandile,SiyaandMbusoalllooked
betweenthem unsure.

Bless-(lookedatSbani)canwetalk?

Thetwogentlemenexcusedthemselvesfrom thetable...



Bless-areyousurehe'scoming?It's8:20pm now.

Sbani-(annoyed)he'scoming,myguessishe'salreadyherebutjustwaitingitoutjusttopiss
meoff.

Bless-Ithinkweshouldstart,wecan'twaitanylonger.Wewillfillhim inlater,Sbaniweonlygot
oneshotandwaitingwillonlyjeapodisethingsforus.

Fewminuteslater,SbaniandBlessreturnedtothetableandjustwhenthePresidentwasabout
tocommentonhisdispleasure,thedooropenedandNdabukowalkedin,wearingalmostan
identicalsuitSbanihadon,hiseyesfirstmetwithSbani'scoldandannoyedonesbeforemoving
tohistwobrothers,whobothdidn'thidetheirshockthatheactuallycameandfinally,hiseyes
metwiththePresidentsunpleasedones.Nomatterhowmuchhetriedmaskinghissurprise
withseeingthepresidenthere,whiletakinghisseat,heglancedatSbaniandSiyawitha"what's
goingonlook?".Seeingthepresidentpresent,cementedtheseriousnessofwhateverwasgoing
on,hiscuriositywasspikedtoa200.

ThePresident-ZuluIseepunctualityissomethingyouandyourteam willhavetoworkon
shouldwemovefowardtonight.

SbanihandedboththePresidentandNdabukotwoidenticalfiles.Ndabukosippedhiswhiskey
andopenedthefile,thepresidentbrowsedthroughthedocumentandcloseditlookingatSbani.

ThePresident-Iwilllookatthislater,I'm guessingyouhaveasummarizedversionofwhat'sin
thefile.

Sbaninodsandstartswalkingthem throughtheproposalathand.Hemakessuretostatethe
purposeandgoestoelaboratewhytheplanwillworkandwhyitshouldbeconsidered.The
wholetimehe'sexplaining,herefersthem todocumentspagestogivethem aclearindication
ofoperationSpringbok.Oncehe'sdone,Sandiletakeshisplaceandbreaksdownthecostand
furtherexplainstheforecasted,estimatedlevelofsuccessandit'smeasurement.Silencefills
theroom,alleyesonthepresidentandtheyallsitnervouslyontheirseats,contemplating
Ndabuko'sresponse.

ThePresident-foroperationSpringboktobeputtoaction,awarmustbelaunchedagainstthe
country'sbiggestmafiahouse.Hasanyofyouthoughtabouttheamountofdamageawarlike
theoneyousuggestingherewilldotothecity,actuallythecountryasawhole?

Bless-itnotnecessaryawar,wejustneedSibiyaseniordethroned,amanlikeSibiyahasalotof
enemies,itwon'tbenewsifsomethingweretohappentohim.



ThePresident-(nods)yesbutnoonewilldarejusttryandkillSibiya,ifitwasthateasy,don'tyou
thinkasthegovernment,wecouldhavesentwordtooursoldiersandwewouldbewalkingon
topofSibiyaandhisgoonsaswespeak.Yourplanstillisn'tasolidone,youstillcreating
problemsformygovernment.Thereisareasonwhyineverycountryagovernmentmakesa
dealwithit'sbiggestmafiahouse,wewanttokeepthepeace,goingagainstthatdealisnotup
fordiscussion.I'm afraidZuluyouandyourteam havewastedmytime.

Mbuso-theplanisgreatanditcanworkifexecutedperfectly.

ThePresident-thatabigif,onewhichI'm notpreparedtogamble.Noneofyouhavethe
experiencetocarryoutsuchahit,ifawholegovernmentcannoteliminateSibiya,whatcanyou
alldo?Yoursillyvendettasagainsthim arejustnotgoingtocutit.

Bless-canyouatleastreadtheproposalandhighlightyourconcerns,wecan...

ThePresident-Ihavewastedtoomuchtimehere,clearlyyouhaveallfailedtoimpressme,Zulu
youwillhavetoreportbacktothestation,Igiveyoutwodayswithyourfamily.

Siya-theplanisagoodone,youhavetoadmitthat.

ThePresident-theplanisbrilliant,Iwon'tdisputethatbutit'salsoveryfairytale,there'snoway
toexecuteit.

Theguyssighfeelingdefeated,theyallturntoSbaniwhowassilentthroughout,heshowedno
signsofpanickorworry.

Sandile-therehastobesomethingwecando.

ThePresident-Isuggestyouallcarryonwithyourlives,boyyoukeepworkingunderyourfather
andmaybeyoumightlearnsomethingaboutthegame.

ThePresidentwasabouttostandbutNdabukostoppedhim bystandingfirst...

Ndabuko-theplanwillwork.

Siyashootshisbrotheralook....

Ndabuko-theplanisweakwithoutanycrucialinformationaboutSibiya'sbusinesstactics.I'm
theedgethatthisplanneeds,Iknoweverydetailofmyfather'sbusiness,Iknowallhismoves,I
knowwhichcardhewillplaybeforeheevenplaysit.Iknowhim asanindividualandIknowthe
menthatworkforhim.Hegroomedmeforthisandinalltheyearsstandingnexttohim
watchingandlearning,Iknowhisweakpoints.



ThePresident-(sitsdown)carryon.

Ndabuko-therewon'tbeaneedforwaroranymissionofassassinationcarriedout,operation
Springbokwillbeinfullswingwithinmyfather'sbusinessandhewouldntevenknowituntilthe
lastminute.

ThePresident-nobloodshed?

Ndabuko-Ican'tpromiseyouthatbutIcanassureyouthatwhateverhappens,won'taffectyour
governmentinanegativeway.

Bless-whatdoyouwantoutofthis?

Ndabuko-IwanttoowneverythingmyfatherownsandIwanthim alive.

Mbuso-younothisonlyson.

Ndabuko-what?Youwantapieceofthepie?

Mbuso-Idon'twantanythingifthatman's,I'm justputtingitouttherethathisotherchildren
maynotliketheideaofyouowningeverythingaftertheyhaveservedhim thislong.Theymay
beapposedtoyourleadership.

Ndabuko-Idon'tcarewhattheylikeitnotlike,Iwillowneverythingandiftheydon'tlikemy
leadershipthantheywillbetakencare.

Siya-thanyouwillbenodifferentfrom father.

Ndabuko-thanIguessthatmakesmefittotakeover.JustbecauseSibiyawillbedethroned
doesn'tmeanwegettogosoft.WestillamafiaandforoperationSpringboktosucceed,we
cannotloseourreputation,themessageneedstoremainthesame,wejustchangingleadership.

Sbani-he'sright,whenyourfatherisnolongertheDon,everyoneneedstoknowthatNdabukois
capabletakinghisfather'sroleandhiswordwon'tbeenough,theyneedtoseeit.

Mbuso-soyousayingheneedstomatchhisfather'sactions.

Sbani-heneedstoimprovisefrom hisfather'sactions,shouldtherebeaneedforhim tobefar
worsethanhisfather,hewillneedtotakeit.

ThePresident-doyoutrustyourmentoworkforthegovernment?

Ndabuko-mymendon'tworkforthegovernment,theyworkforme.

ThePresident-owningtherightstothisoperationisdefinitelynotpossible,there'snoway,it's
unheardoffandillegal.

Sbani-weowntherightsorwescrapthiswholething,nowMrPresidentasmuchasIwantmy
freedom,Idon'tmindgoingbackandwaitingmysentence.Idon'ttrustpoliticians,Ineverdid
andIwon'tstartnow.Therightsprotectseachpersonpresentinthisroom anditalsoinsurance
policythatthegovernmentdoesnotscrewusover.Wetheunseenthereforeitshouldn'tbehard
givingustherightstosomethingthatnoneexistence.



...(silence)...

ThePresident-fine,myofficepeoplewillbeintouch.

ATCUBANALOUNGE....

MpumiandBuhlewalkedinsideandmanagedtofindthemselvesavacanttable...

Buhle-weshouldorderourselvesaroundofshotstogetourselvesinthemood....

MpuminodsandBuhlecallsoutforthewaiter.

Buhle-wegoingtohavefourshotsonthegoandgiveusapackofBerninifornow.

Waiter-anythingelse?

Mpumi-canwehavewings,Idon'tthinkitwisedrinkingonanemptystomach.

Buhle-yes,pleasemakethewingscrispyandspicyhot.

Thewaiterjotseverythingandwalksoff,theybothlookedaroundandforaWednesday,the
placewasvibey.

Buhle-(lookingatherphone)Siyajusttextedmeaskingwhereweat,letmetellhim incasewe
toodrunktoevenrequestanuberhome.

Mpumi-(laughs)Idoubtitwillgetthatfar.

Buhle-neversaynever,utshwalalobu.

Theybothlaugh...

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL....

ThePresidenthadleft15minutesago,theguysstayedbehindinupdatingNdabukoabouttheir
progresssofar,justtokeephim tospeedwithwhatexactlyisgoingon...



Bless-sowhydidyouagreetodothis?

Ndabuko-Ihavemyreasons,whyyouhere?

Bless-Sbaniismyfriend,he'smybrother.

Ndabuko-soyoudoeverythinghesays?Hetellsyoutojumpandyoujump?

Bless-No,hetellsmehewantstojumpandIaskhim howhigharewejumping,aslongasIam
breathing,hewillneverhavetodoanythingalone.That'swhatbrothersarefor,youdownfor
eachother.

Ndabuko-(shrugs)youlivebyyourcodeandIlivebymines,whateverworksforyou.

Sandile-youdon'tbelieveinbrotherhood?

Ndabuko-youcanneverbelieveinsomethingyoudon'tknoworneverexperienced.Ibelievein
Ndabukoandthat'sit.

TheguysglancedatSiyawhosighedwithahurtexpression,nomatterhowdistancehis
relationshipwithhisbrotherwas;heneverlosthopeofabetterfuturefortheirrelationship.

Mbuso-youthemostselfishandselfcenteredpersonIknow,yougotamotherandbrotherwho
loveyoubutyoutoowrappedupinyourownignorantselftoevennoticeorappreciatethem.

Siya-Mbuso!!!

Ndabuko-don'ttalkaboutthingsyouknownothingabout.(Frowned)whatthefuckdidyoutwo
thinkthiswas?Thisisnothingbutjustbusiness,yougetyourdaughterandliveyourstupid
happilyeverafter,(pointsatSiya)hegetstolivethelifehewantswithoutdaddydearest
interferinginitandIgetwhatIdesirethemost,Igetwhatownedtome.Everybodywins,there
won'tbenoreconciliationoflostbrothersoranystupidfriendshipformed.Nowfuckoffanddo
yourpartandIwilldomines.

Hegulpedhisdrinkandfrustratedlywalkedouttheroom.

Sandile-theguyisreallyfucked.

Mbuso-Idon'tevenknowwhyIbothered,clearlyhewillforeverhavehisheadstuckinhisass.
I'm outofhere.

HewalkedouttextingZandile....



Sbani-(looksatSiya)howwelldoyouknowyourbrother?

Hewasabouttoanswerbutstoppedwhenrealisationhithim thathereallydidn'tknowmuch
abouthisbrotherapartfrom thebasicsandafewchildhoodmemories.

Siya-Ican'tsay.

Sbani-wordofadvice,stoptryingtobeinhislifebyreachingout.Thebrotheryouwantor
mayberememberisnomore.Makeduewithwhatyouhavenow,youtwomaynotgooutand
kickballorbattleeachotherinthegym butyoubothinthesamebusiness,youmaynotconnect
withhim usingaffectionbutyoucanrelatewhenitcomestomafiabusiness,that'swhereyou
start,don'tpushitandmaybemakepeacewiththefactthatyoumaynevergethim back,
appreciatethelittleyoustillhaveofhim.Ihavetogo,Ihaveabeautifulwomanandkidswaiting
formeathome.

Hegrabbedhisphonefrom thetableandwalkedout...

Sandile-Idon'tknowaboutyouguysbutI'm feelinglikehavingacoldbeerandsomegoodstake.

Siya-IhavetodrivetoCubana,Buhlejusttextedmethatshe'sthere.

Bless-CubanaonaWednesday,isn'tsheworking?

Siya-theyhaveadayofftomorrow.

Bless-Mpumiiswithher?

Siya-yeah,let'sgojointhegirls,plusyoucangetyourstakeandcoldbeerthere.

Sandile-I'm game.

Theyallwalkedoutchattingwitheachother.

ATSHAKA'SAPARTMENT.....

Shakawalkedbacktohisloungearea,halfnakedwithafewshowerdropletsstillvisibleonhis
back,hedisposedthecondom andtiddedtheplace.Zenandeappearedwearingoneofhist-
shirtsandwalkedtofridge,takingoutatubofherfavouriteyoghurtwhichhealwaysstocks
eversincetheystartedfuckingagain.Shejoinedhim onthecouchandlaidwithherbarelegson
histhighs...



Shaka-youdownforabong?

Zenande-(shakingherhead)Nah!!!Igotagigtomorrow.

Shaka-(smiling)Iforgetyou'reKendallJennerinthemaking.

Zenande-it'slingerieshoot,maybeIwillsendyoulittlesomethingwhileyouboredinyouroffice
andbrightenyourday.

Shaka-(startedplayingwithhertoes)ormaybeIshouldaccompanyyoutothisshoot.

Zenande-(smiling)that'sagreatidea.

Shaka-(laughs)areyouserious?

Zenande-(laughs)ofcourseI'm notserious,Xaewillbethere.

Shaka-you'velastedlongwiththisone,youevenknowhername.

Zenande-She'sacoolchick,greatstyleandsenseofhumour,Ilikebeingaroundhere.

Shaka-sowhatisshe?Yourgirlfriend?

Zenande-No,she'safriend,aclosefriendlikeyou.

Shaka-Zenandethegreatdoesn'tdorelationships.

Hesighedandhadthem catchinguponboththeirfavouriteshow.Hewatchedherlaughand
talkwiththeyoghurtstillinhermouth.Shewasabeautifulgirlandhecouldn'thelpbutwonder
ifsheknewthatorifdidhetellthattoherenoughforhertoreallyseethebeauty.Healways
enjoyedhercompany,theygotalongandtheircrazy,uncaringpersonalitiesmatched.Hewas
learningnewthingsaboutherthistimearoundbutshewasstillverymuchreservedandavoided
lettinghim in.Heknewbackthanthatarelationshipbetweenthem wouldn'thavelasted
becausehewasinitforwrongreasonsbutnowhewasprettysurehewasoverNellyand
wantedtogiveloveachancewithsomeoneelse.Zenandewasonepersonheconsidered
havingarealrelationshipwithbutlookingatwhereshe'sheaded,hewasn'tsureifitwaswise
fallingforanotherSiwelawomanwhoagainmaynotreturnhisfeelings.Hegrabbedhisphone
withhisotherhandandreadatextfrom Qiniso...

"HeadingtoCubanawithMusa,wanttohangout?"-Qiniso

Shaka-"DrinkingonaWednesday?"

"Musalooksstressed,justpleasingthelady"-Qiniso

Shaka-"(laughingemoji)yousurebeenhangingaroundheralot,areyouhopingforaquickfuck?



Youknowshe'sBlessingswoman"

"(Laughingemoji)beautifulgirlbuttoomuchbaggage,plusIdon'tfuckvirgins,areyoucoming
ornot"-Qiniso

Shaka-QandMusaareheadedtoCubana,doyouwantustojointhem?

Zenande-(stoppedeatingandlookedathim)Idon'tmindbutI'm onlydrinkingtwobottlesof
beer.

Shaka-putonjeansandletsgo.

"Coming"

HesentthattoQinisoandcatchedthet-shirtZenandethrewathim puttingiton.Theyboth
slippedtheirfeetintheirsneakersandhegrabbedthecarsandtheyheadedout.

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Sgilasatonhishospitalbed,alotofthingsracinginhismind.Mostofthosethoughtsbeing
Buhle,helongedtoseeheragainandhughertellingherhowsorryhewasandthathealways
thoughtabouther.Hegrabbedthephonebythesmallstandonthesideanddailedtheone
personheknewcouldhelphim inthissituation...

Ringing....

Nganono-Sgila

Sgila-Baba,ngidingausizolakho(Ineedyourhelp)

...(silence)...

Nganono-hmmmm......

ATCUBANALOUNGE....



Sandile-I'm goingtogetusatableattheVIPsection,Iknowthemanagerhere.

TheguysnoddedatspottedBuhleandMpumichattingtoafewguysthathavedraggedtheir
chairsandjoinedinthegirlstable.TheybothwalkedtothegirlsdirectionandBuhlewasthe
firsttonoticeSiyaandBless,hereyeswidenwhileSiyacrossedhisarmsandraisedhisbrow
standingnexttothem.

Buhle-babe!!!

Mpumiwasstillchattingtooneoftheguys,Blessdraggedherchairoutandshesquealed,he
liftedherupandplacedheronhislap,wrappinganarm aroundherwaist.Shegavehim alook
andhersmirkedatherbeforehefrownedlookingattheguy...

Bless-getlost.

TheguylookedlikehewantedtoputupafightbuthelookedathowbuffBlesswasand
surrendereddragginghischairandfacingtheotherway...

Bless-(whisperedinherear)soyouintoyoungboysnow?

Mpumi-Ilearntfrom thebest,youlikethem youngandnaive,letsnotforgetthebigmouths.

Bless-(laughs)that'sveryspecific.

Sheshruggedandgrabbedherdrink....

Mpumi-whatareyoudoinghereanyway?

Bless-soyoudon'twantmehere?

Mpumi-(thinking)Idon'tknow,Ireallycouldn'tcarelesswhetheryouhereornottonight,I'm
havingagreattimebutnowthatyouhere,(smiling)Ilikeit.

Bless-IthinkIwillenjoythedrunksideofMpumi,comeonlet'ssitbytheVIParea,whenyouby
myside,yougetthebestonly.

Mpumi-Iknow,whydoyouthinkMisskinddoesn'twanttoletherclawsoffyou.

Bless-(laughs)wow!!,sarcasm isnotyourthing.



HecarriedhertotheVIPareaandtheyleftBuhleandSiyaarguing....

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....

SEASONTWO

Insert57

ATCUBANALOUNGE....

TheywerenowbytheVIPareadrinking,MpumiwasstillonBlesslapandeverynowandthan
hishandwouldbrushherexposedthighsandworktheirwayupbutshe'dstophishandbeforeit
reachedherpanties.

Bless-(whispered)thisisareallyshortdress.

Mpumi-(smiling)isit?

Shewasdressedinawhiteminidress,Itstoppedjustafewinchesawayfrom herbutt.

Bless-yes,I'm notcomplainingbabe,justneverseenyoulikethis.

Shegiggledandmadesurethatshesatdirectlyonhiscrotch,hetightenedhisholdaroundher
waistandcontinuedchattingtoBuhlewhiletheyguysspokeamongstthemselves....

Meanwhile....

Qinisofoundaparkingspaceandtheybothgotoutthecar.

Qiniso-yousureyounotcold?

Nomusa-I'm sure,plusthevodkawillwarm meup.



Henoddedandgrabbedhiswalletbeforelockinghiscar.Nomusagottheopportunitytolookat
him whilehechattedwithoneofthecarguardstowatchoverhiscar.Helookedgoodin
tracksuits,hewasn'tyourdark,tallandhandsome,hewastall,cleanandontheaverageside
whenitcametolooksbutsomehowwomengravitatedtowardshim alot;hehadswaggerand
smelledgood.Shewonderedwhyhemadenoattemptinaskingheroutorevenmakinga
simplemoveasjusttouchingher,notthatshewantedtogetitonwithhim butshejustwasn't
usedtochillingwithaguywhodidn'tmakeapassather.Qinisobruisedheregoalittle.

Qiniso-asambemadam.

Sheheldhishand,hestoppedandlookedattheirhands...

Nomusa-What?

Qiniso-(laughs)nothing.

Nomusa-(laughsandrollshiseyes)IhavetocockblockyouifIstillwantadrinkingpartner
tonight.

Qiniso-I'm notdrinking,Ihaveworkinthemorningremember.

Nomusa-sowhydidyouagreetocome?

Qiniso-becauseyouaskedmetoo.

Nomusa-andyoucouldhavesaidNo.

Qiniso-yeahbutIdidn't,yousoundedlikeyoureallyneededthis.

Shethoughtbacktohermom

Nomusa-(sighs)youhavenoidea.....(smiled)hey,yousureyounotintome?

Qiniso-(laughsandshakeshishead)yesI'm sure.

Nomusa-thanwhydoallthisforme?Idon'tgetit.

Qiniso-I'm aniceguythatway.

Nomusa-beingnicedoesn'tgetyouthegirl.

Qiniso-(laughs)wellmaybeniceisn'ttherightwordbutI'm genuinelyagreatperson,friendif
youwanttocallme.I'm justthatguythatenjoysgoodcompany.

Nomusa-ooookkkkaaaayyyy!!!



Qiniso-yeah,besidesItoldyou,beautyisnotwhatinterestsmeinagirl.

Sherolledhereyesandtheywalkedinsidethelounge,almostallthetableswerefilled,he
scannedforgoodseatsthat'suntilhesawBless...

Qiniso-there'sBless,doyouwantustojointhem?Theygotthebestseats.

NomusalookedwhereQinisowaspointingandimmediatelyshemadeeyecontactwithBuhle,
whofrownedandwhisperedsomethingintoMpumi'searsandnotlongtheywerebothlooking
ather.

Nomusa-sure,whynot.

TheywalkeduptotheVIPsection,Mpumicouldfeelhermoodgoingdown.Shehadnothing
againstherfriendbutshejustwantedonenight,justonenightwithoutherhavingtosecond
guessherselfbecauseofherinsanelybeautifulfriend,whohappenstolikethesameguyshe
did.Qinisogreetedtheguys,BlessandMusasharedabrieflookbeforeshetookaseatonthe
oppositecouchfacingMpumiandBless....

Qiniso-didn'tthinkI'dbumpintoyouguyshere.

Sandile-itwasalastminutedecision,what'sawholeCEOdoinghereonaWednesday.

Qiniso-(laughs)ifitwasn'tforthislady,I'dprobablybeasleepinmybed.

Bless-didn'tthinkyoutwoareactuallyfriends.

Nomusa-didn'tknowIneededtoinform youofwhoIbefriend.

Theybothstaredateachotherwithstraightfaces,BuhleclearedherthroatandaskedBlessto
passhertheclosedcanofBerrytwistjusttobreakthehiseyesawayfrom Nomusa.Mpumi
sighedandgotoffhislap,walkingawayfrom thegroup.BuhlewasabouttofollowherbutBless
stoppedher.

Bless-letmego.

Buhle-(frowned)Idon'tthinkthatagoodidea,youweren'treallyworriedaboutherafew
minutesagoBless-youdon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Buhle-ohreally?



SiyagrabbedBuhle'sarm andpulledherbacktositdown.

Siya-babe,lethim go.

SiyanoddedatBlessandtheyallwatchedhim walkwereMpumidisappearedtoo.

Siya-(frowned)youneedtostayoutoftheirbusiness,Mpumioldenoughtomakedecisionsfor
herself.

Buhle-soIshouldsitandwatchmyfriendbeingplayedforafool?Isthatwhatyousaying?

Siya-I'm sayingitnoneofyourbusiness,ifshefeelslikeBlessisplayingher,thansheneedsto
decidewhat'sgoodforherandstayawayfrom him.Nowstopfrowningandgivemesome
attention,Istillhaven'tforgivenyouforwhathappenedearlier.

Shenoddedbutthefrownwasstillplasteredonherface.QinisolookedbetweenNomusaand
Buhleandsighedsignallingawaitertocomefoward,Sandiledecidedtostayawayfrom the
dramaandenjoyhisstakeandbeer...

Qiniso-Whatwouldyouliketodrink?

Nomusa-IthoughtI'dhavewhattheydrinkingbutIwillhaveaBelgraviaandabottleof
Tanqueray,I'm inthemoodforGin.

Qiniso-(laughs)whatelseareyouinthemoodfor?

Nomusa-(looksatBuhle)nokushayaisifebengepamakancanenje(giveabitchaslap).

QinisolaughedtellingthewaitertheirorderwhileSandileshookhisheadandlaughedsilently...

Sandile-awuziphathekahle(behaveyourself).

Meanwhileoutside.....

BlessfoundMpumileanednexttoSiya'scarandlookingupthesky.Hesighedandwalkedupto
her....



Bless-whydidyouleave?

Mpumi-(annoyed)don'taskmethat,youknowexactlywhyIleft.

Bless-sothisishowyougoingtobeallthetime,everytimeshestepsintoaroom youwillthrow
atantrum?Thisisreallygettingboringnow.

Mpumi-thanleave,nobodyisstoppingyou,Ididn'tevenwantyouhere.

Bless-trysomethingelsetoo,thistooisgettingboring,howlongwillyoupushmeaway?Iwant
tobewithyoubutyoutoocaughtupinyourowninsecuritiestoseethat.

Mpumi-(laughs)youwanttobewithme?Areyoufuckingkiddingme?Soyoushackingitup
withherisyourwayofshowingmeyouwanttobewithme?Doyouevenknowwhatyouwant?

Bless-IknowexactlywhatIwant,it'syouwhoneedstoaskyourselfwhatyouwant.ItoldyouI
wantedthis,Iwantedtobeafamilywithyoubutyourinsecuritiesandwhateversickobsession
youhavewithNomusaisstandingintheway,I'm tiredofthesegames,I'm fuckingtoooldfor
them.Ifyouwantustoworkthanyouneedtounderstandifyoudon'twanttoaccept,Nomusa
isapartofmylife,shemaynolongerbeapartnertomebutshe'swillremainafriendanda
sister,she'sveryclosewithmymom andIdon'tthinktheirrelationshipwilldesolvejustbecause
weendedupnotbeinganitem.

Mpumi-justlikethat?Ialsohavetoacceptthatshe'sentitledtosuckyourdickanytimethe
princesswants?

Bless-Itoldyousarcasm isnotyourthingbutatthismomentIam noone'sman,therefore
anyonecansuckmydick.

Mpumi-butitisn'tanyonethat'ssuckingyourdick...

Hefrustratedlybrushedhisface,hedidn'tknowwhatelsetosay,hewasjustovereverything....

Insidetheclub....

ZenandeandShakawalkedhandinhandandwentstraighttotheVIPsection,Shakabumped
shoulderswiththeguyswhileZenandegreetedthegirls....

Shaka-wejustpassedBlesshavingaheatedargumentwithsomecheekoutside.

Qiniso-(laughs)youdon'tevenwanttoknow,youknowMusaright?

Shaka-(nods)yeah,what'suphomegirl?

Nomusa-(smiledandrolledhereyes)Ican'tcallyouhomeboy,youhardlyvisitedthebundus.



Theyalllaugh...

Sandile-youtwobacktogether?

Zenande-ifyoumeanbacktogetherasinbackineachother'sbedsthanyeahwe're.

Nomusa-Ithoughtyouwereintogirls.

Zenande-(laughs)ItoldyouI'm arainbow,Idon'tconform.

Qiniso-Idigyourarrangement.

Sandile-I'm surprisedshehasn'tfuckedyou,nodickorvaginapassesZee.

Shaka-(laughs)he'sprobablygoingtohititsoon.

Qiniso-She'safreshbabe,I'dsmashanyday.

Zenande-(laughsandsipsherdrink)I'm stillhereyouknow.

Theyalllaugh...

Nomusa-soyouhavesleptwithShaka,BandileandSandile?

Zenande-(shrugs)Yeah.

ZenandenoticedthejudgmentinNomusa'stoneandthewayshewaslookingather,payingno
mindtoherways,shewasusedtoNomusabeinglikethewayshewasrightnow.

Zenande-soMpumiandBlesshuh?Whendidthathappen?

Nomusa-(downedherdrink)mxm!Iwouldn'tevencallitathing,I'dblinkandwhateverplaythat
iswouldendbeforemyvisionblinds.

Buhle-ohhplease,younotallthat.

Nomusa-wanttoleavemewithyourmanandsee?

Tensionwasbuildingandeverybodycouldfeelitandbeforetheyallknewit,Buhlejumpedfrom
herseat,crossingthetable,havingfewdrinksandglassesspill.ShegrabbedontoNomusa's
topandsnatchedthewholethingout,itwasalightfabricmakingittareeasily,herbigbreasts
wereoutintheopenandBuhlegavehernochancetohitbackasshewentinhardonherwith
thepunches.ShetriedscratchingherwithherlongnailsbutitwasabadmovebecauseBuhle's



strengthwasnomatchtoNomusa's.Oneofherartificialnailbroketogetherwithhernaturalnail
makingherscream herlungsout.Everyonestoppeddrinkingandcheeredon,screaming"bitch
fight".SiyaandShakamanagedtogetBuhleawayfrom NomusaandQinisoattendedto
Nomusa.Thenoisefrom thelouddrunkshadMpumiandBlesswalkingbackinsidetheclub.
BlessrushedtoacryingNomusawhileMpumifollowedSiyaandShakawhowerecarryinga
screamingBuhleoutside.

Bless-(lookingatNomusa)fuck!!!Whathappened?

Qiniso-mansortyourlifeout......

QinisotookhisjacketoffandhandedittoNomusasoshecouldcoverup.

Sandile-let'stakehertothehospitalsoshecancheckhernailout,itlooksreallybad.

Bless-Iwilltakeher.

QinisoandSandilelookedateachotherdebatingifitwasagoodideatoletBlesstakeher...

Bless-youguyshavetobeattheofficetomorrow,Iwilltakeher;bythelooksofthings;I'm
probablyresponsibleforallthis.

Qiniso-(nodded)okay;let'shelpherout.

ZenandecursedoutanoldmanwhowaslookingatNomusa'sexposedbackastheyhelpedher
up...

Sandile-youguyshelpherout,Iwillsettlethebillhereandtalkthingsoutwiththemanager,he's
nothappy.

Qiniso-okay.

QinisowantedtogiveSandilehiscardsohecouldpayfortheboozeheorderedbutSandile
shookhisheadandtoldhim hegotit.

Meanwhileoutside....



Buhlecalmeddownfrom herrantandcursingepisode.MpumiwasstillconfusedbutSiyawas
lived,youcouldseeeveninthewayhischestwasmoving;hewasbreathingfire.Shakajogged
toBlesscarandhelpedtheothersplaceNomusainside,MpumiwasabouttoaskBuhlewhat
wasgoingonbutSiyahaveheradeathstareandsheshutup.

Siya-(clenchedhisteeth)getinsidethecar.

Buhle-whyyou....

Shestoppedwhenshenoticedhisfaceandopenedthefrontpassengerdoorgettingin,Mpumi
wasabouttowalktoBlesscarbutSiyagrabbedherarm...

Siya-youtoo,getin.

Mpumi-But...

Siya-Ireallyhavenotimetoarguewithyou,unlessyouhaveanotherwaytogetbacktothe
apartment.Blesshasnotimetonurseyourinsecuritiesrightnow,allthankstoyourfriendfor
decidingtobeRambo.Nowgetin.

Shesighedgotinsidethecar.Siyalockedthem insideandtheywatchedsilentlyashewalked
andtalktotheothersbeforemakinghiswaybackinsidethecar.Noonedaredtosayanything
ashestartedtheengineanddroveoff.

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Thenextday....

BlessknockedonNomusa'sdoorandwalkedinwithoutwaitingforhertotellhim too.Hefound
herstillinbed.Shelookedupathim anddippedherheadbacktoherpillow,hewalkeduptoher
andsatontheendcornerofherbed...

Bless-howyoufeeling?

Nomusa-(annoyed)howyouthinkI'm feeling?

Bless-(nodded)okay,maybethatwasastupidquestion.

Nomusa-whatdoyouwant?

Bless-Idon'tunderstandwhyyousnappingatme,I'm nottheonethatfuckedyourfaceupand



brokeyournail.IwantedtocheckonyoubeforeIleftthehouse.Seeingasnothinghaschanged
andyoustillrudeandignorant.

Nomusa-(rolledhereyes)great!!!Youcameinmyroom toinsultme,mustbegreatfeeling
knowingyouhavetwowomenatyourfeet,fightingforyou,wellyouhaveitallSbu,youwin.

Bless-(laughs)Iwin?Iwinwhat?(Shookhishead)ifyouthinkwatchingtwogrownfemales
fightamusesguysthanallowmetoeducateyou.There'snothingfascinatingaboutthat,infact
itjustturnsguysoff.Ineverwanttoseeanywomaninthatposition,especiallysomeoneI
supposedlywantafuturewith.Itdegradingandnotcuteatall.

Nomusa-caseclosedforyou,Mpumiwins.

Bless-winswhat?I'm notsomeprize,Iam amanwhohappenedtotakelikingtothebothofyou.
MymistakeinthisisnotbeingmanenoughtofightforwhoIwantedthemostperiod,allthis,
ain'tmyfaultbutallonyou.Youcan'trunyourmouthandexpecteveryonetotakeit.Youtalked
shitandyourshitcamebackinform ofpunches.

Nomusa-okay,I'velearntmylesson,hamba(go).

Heshookhisheadandwalkedoutherroom bumpingintoNomusa'smother...

MrsThusi-(smiling)hawu,ngiyathembaukuthiangiphazamisilutho?(IhopeI'm notdisturbing
anything?)

BlesswasconfusedbutrealizedthatsheprobablythoughthehadspentthenightinNomusa's
room,seeingasitwas6:30am andthewholethinglookedlikehegotcaughtexitingherroom.

Bless-ChaMa,bengidingaukukhulumanoNomusakuphela(No,Ijustneededtospeakwith
Nomusa,that'sall).

MrsThusi-oh!!Manjeusuyahamba?Ubukekaengathiusuyidlela?(Oh,areyouleaving?Youlook
likeyou'reonyourwayout?).

Bless-(nodded)yeboMa.

MrsThusi-hawu!!!Nomusaakavukeakwenzeleintoyokudla,nomaumphakonjengobanakhu
ngathiusuyaphuthuma(Nomusamustwakeupandmakesomethingtoeatforyouormake
lunchboxseeingasyou'reinahurry).

Bless-(smiling)NgiyabongaMa,ngizodlaphambili(ThankyouMabutIwilleatlater).

MrsThusi-(nods)okaykodwake,umemeusisiwakholoowafikanayeleekhaya,ngizopheka
ngobangifunakumbongakahle(finebutdoinviteyoursister,theoneyoucamewith,Iwillcook
doIcanthankyouandher).

Bless-uhmm,okayMa,sekumelengihambe,ubenosukuoluhle.



MrsThusi-(smiling)naweMkhwenyana(youtoosoninlaw).

Blesssmiledlightlyandwalkedaway,MrsThusibargedinsideNomusa'sroom andsnatched
thecoversoffher.

Nomusa-(frowning)Ma!!

MrsThusi-vuka(wakeup).

Nomusa-it's6o'clock.

MrsThusi-ngizophekaukudlakwesiZulutodayfuthiokunomsoco.Vukakhonauzongisiza
bayezaabantubakhobasemzinitoday.(Smiling)ngiyajabulaukuthikhonalaungilalekhona,
ngimbonileumkhenyanaenyonyobalaenkamerenilakho(IwillcooktraditionalZulufoodtoday
andIwantyoutohelpme,yourin-lawswillbehere.(Smiling)I'm happyyoulistenedtome,Isaw
mysoninlawsneakingoutyourroom).

Nomusadidn'thavetheenergytofighthermom,soshejuststormedoutherbedandsighed
grabbinghertoiletrybagandheadingoutherroom.

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

SbanilaughedandshookhisheadlisteningtoBlessnarratingtheeventsoflastnight.

Sbani-wenawhat'syourstorywiththesetwogirls?

Bless-there'snostory,Iplayedaroundtoomuch,mxm shouldhavejuststucktotheBlessIwas
andnottrythisrelationshipshit.Matemawantedagrandchildandshe'sgoingtogetoneso
fuckthiswholeonewomanshit.

Sbani-sonowyouconfidentBonolo'sbabyisyours?Thoughtyoudidn'tevenbelieveshewas
pregnant.

Bless-sheis,she'sgrowingfatalmosteveryday.

Sbani-wellcommittingintoarelationshipain'teasybutIguessfindingsomeonewhogetsyou
makesitseem easy.Youwillfindherwhenyoureadyandhavetherightintentions.Thereason
whythingsarefuckingupisbecauseyouweren'tinitfortherightreasons,youweredoingall
thisforyourmom,youneedtoenterintoarelationshipforyourself.ItoldyouNomusawas
headedadifferentpaththanyou,Mpumiseemednicebutshedidsnatchherfriendsmansothe
wholethingwasjustdoomedfrom thestart.Youfirstsnatchthanguythanbefriends,shemust
askNelly,sheknows.



Theybothburstoutlaughing....

"Iheardthat",Nellyscreamedthosewordsfrom theloungearea.

Sbani-ontheseriousnotethough,ifthereisagirlyoureallylikefrom eitherofthem,thanyou
goforitman.Knowingyou,Idon'tthinkitwasthatdeepforyou,that'swhyitwassoeasyto
justjumpbetweenthetwo.Fallingforyoursisterreallyfuckedyouup,noweveryrelationship
you'regettingintoisjustfucked,hlabaimbuziususeisinyama,zikufelendoda(slaughteragoat
andcleanseyourself,yougotadarkcloud).

Bless-yeahbutwecan'treallygetcleansedwithoutMosesdoingaceremony,exceptingmeinto
theGasasurname.Nx!Can'tbelieveI'm goingtohavethatman'slastname.

Sbani-(laughs)well,ImaynotlikethemanbutIsuredoblessthedayGodmadehissperm,
withoutitIwouldn'thaveabestfriendandawoman.

Bless-(laughs)yousostupid.

TheybothlaughedandNellywalkedinsidethekitchenjoiningthem intheirlaugh...

Nelly-eachdayhebecomesmoreandmorelikemymother,nowIdon'tevenknowwho'sworse
betweenthetwoofthem.

Bless-MaSiwelaisstilltheQueen,bytheway,Nomusa'smotherinvitedyoutohavesupperwith
us.

Nelly-(smiling)okaybutdowarnherthatthesedaysIdon'tridesolobutI'm amotherofsix.

Sbani-who'sthesixthbaby?

Nelly-youofcourse.

Sbani-meababy?(Smiling)wasIababylastnightwhenImadeyou....

Bless-wooooaaaaa!!!Seriouslydude,Idon'tneedtohearallthat,itlikeallIeverhearaboutyou
thesedaysishowyoubothfuckedlikedhyenas.

Nelly-well,hyenasdofucksixtimesadayso....

Blessgotupfrom hischairandranoutthekitchenleavingNellyandSbanilaughingathim.
Afterafewseconds,theybothcalmeddownandhewatchedherplaceallthekidsdishesinthe
dishwasher.Shefelthisstareandstoppedlookingathim andfoundhim smilinglookingather.



Nelly-(smiles)what?

Sbani-nothing,ain'tIallowedtolookatmywoman.

Nelly-you'rebutwhat'sthatsmilefor?

Sbani-comehereandIwilltellyou.

Shemovedclosertohim andhewrappedhisarmsaroundhertinywaist...

Sbani-IwantyoutoknowthatIloveyouandIappreciateeverythingyoudo,nomatterhow
smallitisorevenwhenyouthinkitgoesunnoticedbecauseIdon'tacknowledgeitbutjust
knowthatyou'reappreciated.

Nelly-(smiles)okay....

Sbani-(laughs)I'm sayingallthisbecauseIlookatyouandseehowblessedandluckyIam to
haveyouinmylife.Manycallmearrogantbutwhowouldn'twithawomanlikeyounexttome.

Nelly-(smiles)well....

Sbani-(kissedher)shutupanddon'truinitbygettingabighead.

Nelly-(laughs)youdon'tevenknowwhatIwasgoingtosay.

Sbani-"well,Iam greatain'tI",don'teventrytodenyit,thosewereexactlyyournextwords.

Nelly-(giggled)okayyougotme.

Theysharedakissandbrokeapart...

Nelly-Ihavetodrivetowork,willyoutakethekidstoschool?

Sbani-yeahandIcontactedanannyAgency,wehaveanappointmentwiththem onSaturday,
don'tbemadbutyouneedthehelpbaby.

Nelly-willtalkaboutthislater,Igottorun,I'm pickingupBridget.

ATBUHLE&MPUMI'SAPARTMENT....

Itwasaveryslowandquietmorningforthetwoladies,nobodysaidanythingtoeachotheras
theywentabouttheirbusinessinsidethekitchen.ThedoortoBuhlesbedroom openedandSiya
walkedoutcarryinghisjacketandhiswalletandphoneontheotherhand.



Buhle-youleavingalready?Iwasmakingbreakfast.

Siya-nothungry.

HewasabouttoopenthedoorbutstoppedandturnedtoMpumi.

Siya-aguywhoreallylikesyouwouldneverputyouinthatkindofsituation,aguythattrulyis
intoyouwon'tmakeyousecondbestormakeyoufeellikeyou're.Mpumiyou'rebeautiful,love
yourself.

Hewalkedoutandthegirlslookedateachotherdefeated....

Buhle-hedidn'thavetobesomean,"loveyourself",what'sthat?

Mpumi-he'sright.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE.....

Atthebreakfasttable....

MrZulu-whatarethedoctorssayingaboutBafo?

Thembi-Awu,kungekudalanje,uzobeesekhaya(notlongfrom now,hewillbebackhome).

Sanelisiwe-that'sgreatnewsauntie,nowwecanallprepareforNtombi'sMembeso.

Maviswalkedinandplacedanextraplate,theyalllookedathim..

MrsZulu-who'stheextraplatefor?

"Siyakhulekaekhaya"....

TheyallturnedandMrZulustoodupsmilingexcitedly...

MrZulu-hawu!!!Magebaomkhulu,awushongonganiukuthiuyeza,ngabengithumeleabafana



bakulande(whydidn'tyoutellmeyoucoming,Iwouldhavesenttheboystofetchyou).

Nganono-(smiling)uyaphilapho;nakhusengifikile.

TheyalllaughandstandreadytogreatNganono,whenMrsZulucamefacetofacewithhim,
shecouldfeelherbodyshaking.

MrsZulu-(fakesmiled)Baba...

Nganono-Noziwe!

ATZANDILE&SIPHO'SHOUSE....

Mbusostoleakissfrom Zandileforthesixthtimesincetheybothtiptoedoutsidethehouse.
Shewasnowbythegate,makingoutwithhim....

Zandile-(giggled)youneedtogonow,mykidsdriverwillbehereinnotime.

Mbuso-(smiled)okay,manjengikubonaninifuthi?(WhenwillIseeyouagain?)

Zandile-uhmmm,Iwilltextyou(kissedhim)nowgo.

Hespankedherbuttandjoggedoutthegate,shesmiledandwasfeelingverygiddyasshe
madeherwayinsidethehouse.ShefoundSiphowaitingforherbythedoorwithhisarms
folded.

Zandile-(clearedherthroat)uhmm?Hi.

Sipho-nexttimetrytobeextracarefulandquiet,Sanelealmostsawyou.

Heturnedaroundtooktwostepsbutstoppedandturnedbacktoher...

Sipho-actually,therewon'tbeanexttimebecausethisisstillmyhouseasmuchasitisyours.
Ifyoucan'trespectmethanrespectthedignitywhichamaritalhomeshouldhold,yourkidslive
heretoo.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....



SEASONTWO

Insert58....

ATSIPHO&ZANDILE'SHOUSE....

Zandilefoldedherarmsandraisedabrowlookingathim...

Zandile-excuseme?Whothehellareyoutotellmethat?Youlostallrightstodoso.Igetit,
maybehavinghim herewiththekidsunderthesameroofisn'tagoodideabutdon'tsayitasif
I'm somestupidteenageschoolgirlyoudisciplining,leavethatjobtorealmen.

Thathitanerve,SiphomarchedclosertoZandileandroughlygrabbedherpyjamatop,shetried
removinghishandbutthegripwastight.

Zandile-getyouhandsofme.

Sipho-youwanttoseewhatarealmancando?I'm gettingsickandtiredofyourhomophobic
insults.Ibetrayedandhurtyou,Igetit,I'veapologizedandIteatsmeeverydaythatIletyoudeal
witheverythingincludingourdaughtersdeathalonebutZandiledonotmistakenthatforme
beingweak,I'm verymuchstillamanandstilltheheadofthisfamily,respectmejustasmuch
asIrespectyou.

Zandile-youwanttocallyourselfamanyetyouhaveyourhandsonmereadytohitme?Idon't
seeanyrealmanhere,you'recowardbutI'm notsurprised,you'vealwaysbeenone,shouldhave
longseenyouhavebitchtendencies.

Siphotightenhisgripandbroughthercloser,withthiscloseproximity,hewasnowbreathing
downherface.

Sipho-areyousureyouwanttotakethisbitchon?Eventhatstupidpolicemanyouscrewing
won'thelpyouwhenI'm donewithyou.MaybeoneofthesedaysIwilltellyouthetaleofhow
Craigtookhislastbreath.

AllthistimeshehadconvincedherselfthatSiphohadnothingtodowithCraig'sdeath,inher
headSiphodidnothavetheballstobatsomeone'sskulltotheirdeath.Shehadtoldherself



SbaniwasthemonsterbetweenthebrothersbutlookingatSiphonow,shewasscaredandthe
bravenessshehadalldisappearedtothinairasshedebatedinherheadifdidsheeverknew
whothemanshemarriedwas.Heletgoofherwhenthekidsridetoschooldroveinsidetheir
frontporch.Hegaveheronelastlookandwalkedinsidethehouse.

Sipho-(shouting)Kidstransporthere!!!!!

ATTHESIBIYAWAREHOUSE....

MrSibiya-numberslookgood,usingZuluwasdefinitelytherightmove,businesshasnever
lookedthisgood.

Ndabuko-yeah,we'vetrippledourprofits,Iwasn'tsurewhyweneededthem butnowlookingat
alltheseextrazeroes,wegood.

MrSibiya-we'vegotaproblem though,thecontractweagreedonwastheywillcontinuetoship
ourproductssolongasSbaniislockedupbutnowthat'sheout.That'smeantheywillonlybe
offservicetousforayear,thatwastheclause.Weneedtofindsomethingtokeepthis
partnershipalive,Ican'tlosethismuchmoney.

Ndabuko-whatareyouthinking?

MrSibiya-thegirl,weuseher.

Ndabuko-okay...

MrSibiya-(nods)Itrustyoutohandleit?

Ndabuko-haveIeverletyoudown?

MrSibiya-(smiles)that'swhyyoumyhand,comebythehousetonight,Debbiewillbecooking.
Nowbeforeyouturntheofferdown,justcomeandsavemefrom seeingherfrowningallthe
time.Youknowshe'sagedtoomuchfrom allthefrowningshedoes,she'snolongerasightto
see.Nowdomeafavourandkeepthebitchhappybycoming,weallknowit'syoushewants.

Ndabuko-sure..

MrSibiyanoddedandwalkedouttheoffice,Ndabukograbbedhissecondphoneandtexted
Sbani....

"Weneedtotalk"

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....



Nomusaandhermotherwereslavingawayinsidethekitchenashermotherorderedhertothis
andthat,tosayshewasfrustratedwasanunderstatement.Thefactthatshewasworkingwith
ninefiguresasheronefingerwasbandagedduetohernailbreaking,hermotherhadnocarein
theworldforit;shewasinamissionandwasdeterminedtoaccomplishit.

MrsThusi-Hambaogeza,ubemuhle,ungalingeulifakeibhulukwe(gotakeabathandbe
beautiful,don'twearpants).

ShenoddedandwalkedoutthekitchenbumpingintoMatema.

Matema-(smiling)youmom stillbossingyouaround?

Nomusa-youhavenoidea,withtherateshewasgoing,I'm surprisedIdidn'tevenburnmy
fingers.

Matema-(laughing)sorrybaby,letmenotkeepyoufrom yourbath;shemightstartscreaming
yournameagain.

Theybothlaughed....

Meanwhileoutside....

Mpumitookadeepbreathandwasabouttoringtheintercom from thegatebutanubercar
stoppednexttoherandthegateopened,shefollowedbehindthecar.Shecouldfeelherheart
beatingfastbutsheknewthatsheneededtodothis.Bonolopaidthedriverandgotoutthecar,
herandMpumimadeeyecontact,Mpumismiledatherwhileshewastryingtorefreshher
memoryofwhoMpumiwas,itwaswhenshesmiledandrevealedherdimplesthatshe
immediatelyremembered...

Mpumi-(clearedherthroat)uhmm hi,I...

Bonolo-youDimples...

Mpumi-sorry?

Bonolo-(fakedsmiled)sorryitjustthatIsawyourdimplesandrememberedsomethingSbu
said.

Mpumi-(smiled)uhmm oh.



Bonolo-wherearemymanner,I'm Bonolo.

Mpumi-pleasuretoknowyou,I'm Mpumi,IwashopingIcanspeaktoNomusa.

Bonolo-youtwofriends?

Mpumi-uhm yeah.

Bonolo-hmmmm,canyouhelpwiththebags,thesedaysItireeasily.

Mpumi-(smiling)don'tworry,IwasworsewhenIwaspregnantwithmydaughter.

Bonolo-(fakelaughs)wellmysonsureisactive,Sbuwillhaveafittryingtokeepupwiththis
one.

...(silence)...

Mpumi-he....he'sthefather?

Bonolo-(smiled)yes,he'ssoexcited,youshouldseehim touchingmybelly,askingmeifI'm
okayeverysecond.Idon'tblamehim though,itishisfirstchild,hisheir.

Mpumi-uhmm..

Bonolo-seemetalkingtoomuch,let'sgoinside.

BonolosmiledvictoriouslyasMpumifollowedbehindherwithherbags.Onceinsidethehouse,
Bonoloturnedtoher...

Bonolo-thekitchenisthatside,canyoupleaseplacethebagsthere,IwillgocallNomusafor
you,thankyouandItwasapleasuremeetingyouMputhi.

Mpumi-it'sMpumi.

Bonolo-ohdarling,mymemoryisofaneightyyearoldthesedays,hopetoseeyouagain
Mpume.

WiththatsaidBonolomadeherwayupstairs...

Mpumi-(muttered)it'sMpumi....

ShesighedandwalkedtothedirectionwhichBonolopointedasthekitchen,sheplacedthe
bagsonthecounterandwasabouttoleavewhenNomusa'smotherspoke.



MrsThusi-Mameshana!!!!Imigcodoyakhoifunanila?Ekhishinilenganeyami(whatareyou
doingher?Thisismydaughterskitchen).

Mpumi-SawubonaMa.

MrsThusi-SawubonaMa,ngabeudukelweunyokoyini?Lalelalantombazane,ngizokutshela
lokhukanye,phumaemendweniwenganeyami,uyekeukusebenzisalelegudanelenganeyakho
ukusondezaumkhwenyanawakwami(listenheregirlie,Iwilltellyouthisonce,stayoutofmy
daughtersmarriageandstopusingthatmouseofadaughtertogetclosetomysoninlaw).

Mpumi-ngokukhuluukuhloniphaMa....(withallduerespect....)

Shecutheroff....

MrsThusi-ngikutshelileukuthiangisiyeunyokomina,futhihambala,namhlanjeusuku
olubalulekekabi,usufunaukuzomoshelainganeyami,hamba,hambantombazane(Itoldyou
I'm notyourmotherandgoaway,todayisaveryimportantday,youwanttoruinitformychild,
go,gogirlie).

Mpumi-(sighed)usalekahle(staywell).

Shemadeherwayoutthekitchen,Nomusa'smotherhasneverlikedherbutshewasneverlike
this,itwasherfatherwhoshowedhisdisliketowardsherbutMrsThusipretendedaroundher.
Thevenom inhereyeswassomethingnew,shecouldn'thelpbutwonderifNomusahadtold
hermotheraboutherandBless.Rightwhenshewasabouttogoout,Nomusacalledouttoher.

Nomusa-(confused)youleaving?

Mpumi-(nodded)yeah,kindofdon'twanttoupsetyourmotherthanshealreadyisbyseeingme.

Nomusa-oh....whyyouhere?Bonolotoldmeyouwantedtoseeme?

Mpumi-IwantedtotalktoyouaboutlastnightandeverythingbutIthinknowisn'treallythe
bestoftimes,yourmom toldmeabouthowimportanttodayisforyou,saidIshouldn'truinit.

Nomusa-wecantalkoutsideifyouwant?

Mpumi-okay.

Nomusalookedbehindtoseeifhermotherwasn'tanywhereeavesdroppingontheir
conversationbeforeusheringMpumioutside...



Mpumi-sohowyoufeeling?LastnightthingsgotoutofhandandIjustwanttoapologizefor
Buhlehittingyou.Ihadnoideashe'ddothatandIhopenoseriousdamagewasdonetoyou,
thoughIseeyougotabandagearoundyourfinger.

Nomusa-(shrugged)itiswhatitis.Yourfriendishoodandnoamountofsorrieswillchange
thatshe'sghettoandahoodthot.

Mpumi-wow!!Okay,Ithinkitbestwerefrainfrom namecalling.LookIdon'tknowwhat
happenedtousbuttherewasatimewhenweweresistersandsharedabond,I'dliketothink
thosefeelinghaven'tcompletelydissolved.Iknowweprobablywon'tbefriendsandthat'sokay
butIjustwantedtocomeandapologizeandtrytosmooththingsout.

Nomusa-oursisterhoodendedwhenyoubrokegirlcodeandwantedaguyIliked.Idon'tcare
thatyoudidn'tknowitwashim buttheminuteyoufoundoutyoushouldhaveendedwhateverit
isthatyouhadgoingon.EventhoughIhadsaiditwasokaythatyoudatehim butcomeon,
wherewasyouthoughtprocessat?OfcourseIwasn'tokay.Youcandenyallyouwantbutyou
didn'tputastoptothiswholethingbecauseforonceyouwantedwhatIhad,thethoughtof
beatingmetosomethinglingeredinyourhead.

Mpumi-MusaIwasneverjealousofyou,haveIeverenviedyouorwhatyouhad?No.Whatwas
Itoenvy?Nomusayouwerejustlikeme;yourfamilywasjustaspoorasminesono;Icannot
envysomethingthatwasnotthere.

Nomusa-(laughs)what'sthepointofthisconversationifyouwon'tevenbehonestwithmeor
yourself.

Mpumi-justbecauseIlookeddownonmyselfandcomparedmyselftohowyoulookeddoesn't
meanIenviedyou.ButwhenitcomestoSbuIadmitIwasselfishinthatdecisionbecauseI
wasn'tjustthinkingaboutyouorourfriendship,Itwasmoreaboutthefuturemydaughterwould
have.Iwantedhertohaveamommyandadaddy,Sbuiseasytolovebecausehecaresto
easilyandcanmakeyoucomfortableinanythinghe...

Nomusa-sparemethedetailsofhowyoufellforhim.Mymotherwasrightafterall(shookher
head)butyouknowwhat;Idon'tevencareanymore,Idon'twanthim soyoucanhavehim.Did
hetellyouhefuckedhishelpnowshe'shavinghisbaby?IguessAmirahhasalittlebrotheron
theway.

Mpumi-youdon'thavetobenasty,I'm notfightingyouhere.

Nomusa-haven'tyougotthememo,thenewNomusadoesn'treallyplaynicewithotherkids
anymore,especiallytwofacedfriends.Thankyouforcomingbutyoushouldn'thave,wecan
neverbefriendsagainthatwebothknowthat,sogoodluckonlifeandwhoknowsmaybethe
nexttimewemeetyou'dbetellingmeabouthowmychildoutshineseverykidinyourclassroom,
that'sifyoueligibletoworkataprivateschool.Nowifyou'dexcuseme;Ihaveamom to
disappoint.

Shewatchedasherformerbestfriendcatwalkherwaybackinsidethehouse,shewashurtbut
atleastitwasachaptersheknewneededclosinginherlife.Ifthatwasthepathherfriendwas
headedtoo,shewasokaywithnotbeingapartofherlife.Nowtherewasonemorechaptershe
neededtoend.Shegrabbedherphoneandsentatext...



"Canwetalk,asap"-Bless

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE...

Mrsjumpedandalmostdroppedtheglassofwatershewasholding.

Nganono-phephisaMakoti.

MrsZulu-it'sOkay,Ijustdidn'tthinktherewassomeoneintheroom withme.

Nganono-I'vebeenherefortenminutes,musthavealotonyourmind.

MrsZulu-hmmm,yeah.....uhmm;wellIfyou'dexcusemebaba,Iwasplanningongoingtothe
shops.

Nganono-verywell...

Shenoddedandplacedtheglassinsidethesinkandwalkedoff....

Nganono-Noziwe!!

Shestoppedandturnedtohim...

MrsZulu-yes

Nganono-younotavoidingmeareyou?

MrsZulu-uhmm (fakedsmiled)NO!!!Ofcoursenot,WhywouldI?

Nganono-Idon'tknow,thatwhyI'm asking.

MrsZulu-ofcoursenot.

Nganono-thanyouwouldn'tmindmeaccompanyingyoutotheshopsright?

MrsZulu-IguessbutImustwarnyou,thereisn'tmuchtodo.

Nganono-(smiling)Iwillwaitoutsideforyou.

5minuteslater....



InsideMrsZulu'scar....

Nganono-youknowsometimesthingsain'talwayswhatwethinktheyarebutourguilty
consciousblindsusofthetruth.

MrsZulu-(clearsherthroat)Idon'tunderstand.

Nganono-litchies,willwefindlitchieswerewegoing?

MrsZulu-(confused)yes...

Nganono-eyesontheroadMakoti,youdon'twanttokillmenow.

Shecalmedherselfandfocusedontheroad,shehasneverlikedbeingleftalonewiththisman,
healwaysgaveherthecreepsandquitefrankly,sheneverunderstoodwhathewas.Nganono
doesn'tdresslikeahealerorinyangaorasangoma,hisrondaveldoesn'thaveweirdvoodu
things.Helookedanddressedlikeyoureverydaymanbuthisauraandwhenhespoke,youfeel
thepowerandstrengthhepossesses.

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Laterintheafternoon....

SbanikilledtheengineofthecarandglancedatNellywhoretouchedherlipstick...

Sbani-it'sjustsupperwithanoldlady.

Nelly-(laughs)Iknow,it'sjustlipstick,okaykidslistenup,what'sthefirstthingwehavetodo
whenwegetinsidethehouse?

Noma-wehavetocommentabouthownicethefoodsmells.

Alicia-No,wehavetotellthem theyalllooknice.

Sbani-(laughs)Nowehavetogreetthem first.

Noma-(rollseyes)Iknewthat.

Sbani-sureyoudidprincess.

SJ-canwejustgosowecaneatandgohome.



NellylooksatSbaniwithaknowinglookandtheylaughsilentlyknowingthiswastorturetoSJ.

Nelly-Okay,SJhelpwithyoursisters...

Blesscomesoutthehouseandhelpswiththetwins...

Bless-maybeyoushouldbuyyourselfaH1,youhaveawholesoccerteam here.

Sbani-(laughs)manofthemoment,areyouready?

Bless-don'tevengothere.

Sbani-uyodliswawenatoday.

Nelly-"korobela"...Rememberthatsong?

Bless-youtwoarejustdemons.

Noma-uncleBless,Iknowthesong,"korobelashim korobela....."

TheyallburstoutlaughingastheywatchedNomajumpandsing....

Sbani-ifonlysheknewwhatwearereferringtoo.

Nelly-that'sthebeautyofbeingakid,everythingisinnocentinyoureyes

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert59

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....

Matema-Nomusahowareyouguysplanningtodishthisfood?

Nomusa-Idon'tknowbutthere'stoomuchofit.

Matema-yeah,Whydon'twejustsetabuffetyabona?Thatwillbeeasyandlessstressful.
Where'syourmother?



Nomusa-she'sstillgettingready.

Nellywalkedinsidethekitchen...

Nelly-(smiling)koko!!!

Matema-(hugsher)hellobaby,(pinchedher)wenawhyareyougettingthin?

Nelly-hah!!!Ma,Iam tryingtolookgoodforNtombiandMthoko'swedding.

Matema-wellit'sagoodthingNomusa'smom cookedallthisfood,wewillfattenyouup.

Nelly-(laughs)uhmmm,Musahi,isthereanythingIcanhelpwith?

Nomusa-hey,Maherewasthinkingwesetabuffet.

Nelly-okay,sowherearewetakingthesetoo?

Matema-followme.

15minuteslater....

TheywereallgatheredaroundthetablewiththeexceptionofBonolo,shedecidednottobe
presentatthetable...

MrsThusi-(lookingatNelly)ngazengajabulaukuthiukwazileukubanathi,akuluthonjesisi
olukhona,naminjelesidloindlelayamiencaneyokubongangokwenzelaindodakaziyami.No
Babanjeekhaya,uthengimudluliseleukubonga,phelangesikhashananjeakubona,wakukhonza
(Iam happythatyouwereabletomakeit,thereisnothingbigbutthissupperisjustasmallway
whichIwanttoshowmyappreciationforallyoudoingformydaughter.Myhusbandbackat
homealsowantedmetopasshisappreciation,thelittletimeyoutalkedtohim,heisfondof
you).

Nelly-(smiling)kantiyaziMaminaangenziluthoolungaka.AbantuabenzaokukhuluuyenaSbu
kanyenoMa(pointsatMatema).Ibonaabantuekumeleubabongekelaba(Idon'tdothatmuch,
thepeoplethatdoalotareSbuandhismom,thosearethepeoplethatdeserveallthis).

Matema-(laughs)Idoubtthere'sanythingshecandoanymore,we'vebeentreatedalotsince
shecame.Ievenateamagwinya,can'trememberthelasttimeIhadthem.

Sbani-yiniengathinjeubab'Thusiuzolahlekelwaunkosikazi,uyasishayaisitambhu,yabolesi,
ilesiesokukhiphaibhabhalazi(MrThusiwillbeleftwifeless,youmasteredthisSamp,thisisthe
onetotreatahangover).



Theyalllaugh,from thereconversationflowsfreelyaroundthetable,MrsThusiwillhaveher
momentswhichhadNomusacringingbutthingsturnedoutbetterthanshehadexpected.She
kindofsuspecteditallhadtodowithSbani'spresencebecausehermotherseemedtobea
littlescaredofhim.

Sbani-(rubbinghisstomach)ayisibusilentombiyakwaThusi,usiphathekahleimpelakodwa
sesizocelaindlela,nabantwanabaneskolekusasakantinenkosikazikumeleiyobonana
nomlungu(Wehavebeenfedandtreatedtoawonderfulmealbutwemustaskthatyouletus
leave,thekidshaveschooltomorrowandmywifehaswork)

Nelly-siyabongangempelaMa,ukudlabekumnandi,mhlampengelinyeilangauzongifundisa
ukuphekalesistambhusakhosodumo(ThankyouMa,thefoodwasdelicious,maybeoneday
youcanteachmehowtocookyourfamoussamp).

MrsThusi-kantinjeuNomusauzoniphekelasona,umakotiwenuwakusasalo(Nomusacan
cookitforyou,she'syourfuturemakoti).

SbaninudgedBlessandcontainedhislaugh,Nomusarolledhereyesandprayedhermother
doesn'tsayanymoreembarrassingstatements.

Nomusa-(lookingatNelly)canIcometoyourofficetomorrow?There'ssomethingIwanttoran
byyou.

Nelly-sure,comearoundlunchtime,IwilltellMbalitohaveyouraccesscardreadybythe
securitydownstairs.

Nomusa-Okay,travelsafe.

Theyallhuggedandsaidtheirgoodbyes...

20minuteslater....

InsideNomusa'sroom...

Hermom enteredtheroom justwhenshewasabouttolaydown.

Nomusa-(muttered)twominutes,thatallIwanted,twominutes.

MrsThusi-ngiyahambaezinsukwiniezimbiliezizayo,sengibonileukuthiuhleliemafutheni,
endaweniefundumele,futhinobabawakhoekhayauzojabulobengimtshelakonkelokhu.



Nomusangiyaziqhenyangawemtanamikodwangaphambikokuthingihambe,unesiqiniseko
sokuthiawufuningikutholeleamakhabiokugeza,usondezeizinhlanhlazakho,umendo,imali(I
willbeleavinginthenexttwodays,Ihaveseenthatyoulivinginluxuryandinawarm home.
YourdadwillbeveryhappywhenItellhim allthis,Iam proudofyoumychild.ButbeforeIgo,
areyousureyoudon'twantanyherbsoranythingtoensurethatluckisonyourside,lucklike,
marriageandmoremoney...)

Nomusa-stopallthisMaplease(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)bengicelaukulala,ngikhathele
(CanIpleasesleep?Iam verytired).

MrsThusi-(brushesherback)kulungilemtanami,sokhulumakahleekuseni(it'sokaymychild,
wewilltalkproperlytomorrow).

Shesighedandgotinsidethecoverswithoutevenchangingintohersleepwear.

ATBUHLE&MPUMI'SAPARTMENT....

Thenextday....

ThegirlswerehavingbreakfastwhileMpumifedAmirahatthesametime.

Buhle-what'syourplansfortoday?

Mpumi-(shrugs)Iwillbeatmyparentshouse,myshiftsstartslaterintheafternoon.

Buhle-OkaysoyouneedmetopickupAmilateratyourparentssinceyouhavenightshift?

Mpumi-yeahifitwon'tbeproblem foryoubabe.

Buhle-youknowit'snot,phelathisoneismyGodchild.

Mpumi'sphonevibrated,shereadthetextandplacedherphonedown.

Mpumi-Blessishere.

Buhle-wellthat'smyque,he'snotmyfavouritepersonrightnow.

Mpumi-(laughs)Okay,letmelethim in.

Buhle-no,Iwilldoit(kissedAmirah)byebaby.



BuhlewavedbyetoMpumiandwalkedtothedooropeningit,Blessstoodoutsidewithhis
handsinsidehispocket,hemadeeyecontactwithBuhleandnobodysaidanything,sheleftthe
dooropenforhim andpassedhim.Blesswalkedinandclosedthedoorbehindhim,hepicked
Amirahupandsatheronhislap.

Mpumi-thankyouforcoming.

Bless-Iwouldhavecameyesterdaybut...

Mpumi-Iknewaboutthesuppersoyoudon'thavetoexplain.Thereisn'tmuchthatIwantedus
totalkaboutbutjustwantedustoclearthingsout.Thingshavebeencrazyandthistrianglehas
beendraggedtoolong,Ithinkitbestthatwepartways,Imeancompletelypartwaysandthat
includesyounotbeinginmydaughterslife.InthelongrunIam goingtodateagainandbeina
seriousrelationshipwithsomeoneandIdon'tthinkyourroleinAmirah'slifewillmakesenseto
thatperson.

Bless-sojustlikethatyouwantmeoutherlife?Mpumidon'tbeselfish,Iunderstandwhyyou
nolongerwantmeinyourlifebutcuttingmeoutMirahslifeisjustinsane.I'vealreadyseenher
asmydaughterandevenincludedherinmymedicalaid.

Mpumi-youcanstillcancelherout,itisn'tmuchofabigdeal.LookIknowit'saselfishdecision
butI'm afraidit'sonethatIwon'tchange.She'sstillababy,shewillforgetyouandwon'teven
rememberyouwereonceinherlife.

Bless-butIwillremember,Iwillknow,she'smydaughtertoo.

Mpumi-Noshe'snot,besidesyouhaveababyboyontheday,youshouldputtingallfocuson
Bonoloandthebaby.

Bless-sothisiswhatthisisabout?YoudoingthisbecauseofBonolo?Whoeventoldyouabout
her?

Mpumi-itdoesn'tmatterwhotoldmebutit'strue,lookIdon'tevencareaboutallthat.Ijust
wantpeaceinmylife.Youcansaygoodbyenowbutdon'tbetoolong,Ihavesomewheretobe.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

Nganonowasthelastonetoenterthelivingroom wherethefamilywashavingbreakfast.

MrZulu-hawuBafo,youfinallydecidedtojoinus.

Nganono-Iblamethekindofmattressyouhavehere,ngisezulwinielincane.

Theyalllaugh...



Nganono-(clearsherthroat)sinceeveryoneishere,uBabo'mdalawenuwantstohaveameeting
witheveryone.Thereisamatterwhichhewouldliketodiscuss,Shakayouwillletyourbrothers
know.

Qiniso-isbabagettingdischarged?

Thembi-(nods)yesbutonSaturday,thoughthedidn'ttellmeaboutthismeetinghewantsto
havewiththefamily.

Nganono-herequestedmetocomeandthat'swhyI'm here.

MrsZulu-uhmm,can'tthemeetingwait?ImeanwehaveNtombi'sMembesonextweek,we
alreadybehindwiththeplanning.

MrZulu-butifit'simportant,I'm surethereisawayinwhichwecanworkaroundourplanning.

MrsZulu-(standsup)excuseme.

SheavoidslookingatNganonoandleavesthetable...

MeanwhileinsidetheMasterbedroom...

MrsZulugrabbedherphoneanddailedSbani..

Ringing..

Sbani-MrsZulu.

MrsZulu-Sbanisezwe,doyourememberBuhle?ThegirlattheSibiyaresidencedinner?

Sbani-uhmm yeah,whatabouther?

MrsZulu-doyouhavehernumber?Ormaybeknowwhereshestays?

Sbani-(frowned)whywouldIhavehernumberorevenknowwhereshestays?Idon'tknowher
likethat.

MrsZulu-welldoyouknowsomeonethatdoes?TheSibiyaboythatbroughthertothedinner,
canyouaskhim?

Sbani-Icanbutwhatisshetoyou?

MrsZulu-nothing,Ijusthavebusinessforher,canyouhelpmeornot?

Sbani-sure,I'llaskSiyathantextyou.



MrsZulu-thankyou.

Sheendedthecallbeforehecouldsayanything.Shetookadeepbreathandpacedaroundher
room waitingforSbani'stext.

ATZULU&SON'SCO....

MbaliescortedNomusatoNelly'soffice...

Mbali-isthereanythingIshouldgetyou?

Nomusa-No,I'm okay,Ijustatelunch.

Nelly-areyousure?BecauseIwilleatingandIdon'twantitbeingrude.

Nomusa-(laughs)I'm sure.

Mbalinoddedandexitedtheoffice,NellyusheredNomusatothecouch.

Nelly-sowhatisitthatyouneededtotalkabout?

Shetookadeepbreathandtookoutadocumentfrom herbagandhandedittoNelly,she
placedherfoodonthesideandwipedherhandsbeforetakingitfrom her.

Nomusa-I'vehadthatwithmeforthreemonthsnow.Iwasn'treallysureifIwantedtogoornot
butmyprofessorthinksitwouldbegoodformeandIalsohavebeendoingalotofthinking.I
thinkwhathasbeenholdingmebackwasfearofyetagaingoingtoanewplace,new
environmentandnewpeople.Iwon'thavethecomfortandsecuritywhichIhadcomingherebut
Iknowthatgoingtherecoulddoalotformycareer.Iwantedtohearwhatyourthoughtsare,I
reallyvalueyouropinion.

Nelly-thisisagreatopportunity,Imeanmedicalstudentsonlydream ofthis,Ihavenodoubtin
mymindthatyouareperfectforthisopportunity.Isaygrabitwithbothhandsandgoforit,fear
won'tgetyounowhere,thoughIunderstandyourconcernsbutmoneyisn'tanissueandlucky
foryou,youknowpeopleinhighplacessosecuritywon'tbeaproblem.Youcancomeback
homeeverysummerandwinterbreaks.Butthisdecisionissolelyuptoyou,shouldyoudecide
tostay,youcanstillgetthebestofeverythingherebutgoinghasmorebenefits,youwilltravel,
meetnewpeopleandthiscanbealearningexperienceforyou,ajourneyofdiscoveryandjust
purelyfun.



Nomusa-ifI'm beinghonestwithyou;anotherreasonwhichpushingmetogoisbecauseofmy
mother.She'salotandI'm exhaustedfrom allhertalksaboutmarriageandsex.Shedoesn't
understandthatI'm justnotthereyet,Iwanttobeaselfmadewoman.She'ssonegativeand
smallminded,shestillbelievesthatmarriageistheonlyform ofsuccessawomancanachieve,
I'm afraidifIdon'tgotoCuba,shewillforcemeintomarriage.

Nelly-forceyou?Idon'tthinkshe'dgothatfarbutit'simportanttoalsounderstandthatyour
mom probablyisoldfashioned,shedoesn'tunderstandhowthingsadonenowadays.It'syou
thatneedstositherdownandexplaintoherexactlywhatyouwant.

Nomusa-(laughs)youdon'tknowmymother.Ihavetriedexplainingtogetbuteversinceshe
sawthebighouseandthenicecarsthatBlessowns,she'spersistenceinmemarryinghim.

Nelly-wellthanyougoingtohavetomakeadecisionwhetheryoulistentoyourmotheroryou
goonanddoyourownthinganddealwithherlater.Sometimespartofgrowingupishavingto
distanceyourselffrom theshieldofyourparentsandwalkalone.Ourparentsliketothinkthey
knowwhat'sbestforusbutit'sactuallyyouwhoknowswhat'sbestforyou,guidanceisstillkey
butmakesureatalltimes,youmakedecisionsforyourselfandthatthosedecisionsare
influencedbythethingsyouwantandnotwhatsomeonewantsforyou.Forinstance,this
situationwithmybrother,youdon'towehim anything,athankyouandsomerespectisenough.
ButinsayingthatNomusa,youcannotbegivinghim falsehopeormixedsignals.Menare
naturallystupid,theygetexcitedoverlittlethings,especiallywhenitcomestosexoranyform
ofintimacy.Ifyouwanttobetakenseriouslythanyousticktoyourwordsandbefirm.Ifit'splay
youwantfrom him thantellhim thatandbestraight,youcannotflipandflop.Iunderstandthis
wholethingisnewtoyoubutdon'tmistakenmen'sstupidityjustbecausetheyusuallyactwith
theirhornymindsthantheiractuallybrains.Theseboyscanplayyouandleaveyoufeelinglike
youoffnovaluetotheworld,theywillhaveyouscreamingandquotingthewholebiblethough
youhaveneverattendedevenonechurchsermon.NowIdon'tknowitall,I'vemademy
mistakeswhenitcomestotherelationshipdepartmentbutIownuptothem.Itotallyagreewith
youwhenyousayyoudon'twantaseriousrelationshipnow,ofcoursewhyshouldyousettle
nowwhenyoucanbeenjoyinglifeandexperimenting.It'simportantthatyoudon'tskipany
phasebecauseitwillcatchupwithyou.Icanrelate,Ineverpaidattentiontoboys,didn'tgive
them thetimeorday,insummaryIskippedmyhoephaseanditcatchedupwithme,Ifellfora
marriedmanandsleptwithanotherwoman'shusband.Notmyproudestmoment,itnoteven
justifiablebutliveyouragebabygirlbutalsobesmartandaware.There'safinelinebetween
actingoutyourageandwhoring,becarefulnottocrossit,itverythinandnotmuchnoticeable.

Nomusa-canIbehonestwithyou?

Nelly-yeah..

Nomusa-IneverlikedSbu,Imeanthefirsttimehesawme,hetouchedmeandIwas
uncomfortablebutIjustlethim carryonbecauseIdidn'twanthim thinkingIwasafarm Julia.
Sowhenhesuggestedhecansponsormystudies,Icouldn'tletthatopportunitygoandtold
myselfIwilllearntolovehim.AstimewentbyIactuallystartedtolikehisattentionbutthat'sall
itwas,everytimeIthoughtofusbeinganitem,Ijustdidn'tseeithappening.Myfeelingswere
confirmedwhenIfellforBandile,itwaswhenBandiletouchedmethatIgotmyfirstbutterflies,I
thoughtBlessgavememyfirstbutterfliesbutnowIseethat,mystomachwasinknotsbecause
IwasjustscaredanditwasthefirsttimeIhadaguythatclosetome.Ineverknewhowdeep
myfeelingwereforBandileuntilheactuallysleptwithSmisoandadmittedthatheneverliked



me.IthinkthatIknowwhataheartbreakisfrom justhim utteringthosewordstomeand
everytimeIseehim withSmisoIjustwanttoscream andcursehim butatthesametimeIwant
him toholdmelikeheusedto;makemelaughlikeheusedtoo.

Nelly-didyoutellhim this?

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)andgivehim thesatisfactionofknowingthathehurtme?Never,I
canneverhavesomeoneseethat,Ihavetoalwaysbebetterthanthenextperson,ImeanIam
thebest.Hehastolookatmeandseewhat'she'slost.

Nelly-(raisedherbrow)youunderstandthattheseareaffirmationsyougiveyouselfandas
muchastheymyseem realitytoyoubutthepersonnexttoyoumightnotnecessarilyagree
withyou.Yourbestisnotmybest.

Nomusa-what'swrongwithjustbeingbetterandeveryoneseeingit.

Nelly-trustme,nowomenthinksthere'sawomanouttherebetterorabovethem.Skillsand
academicsaside,ifIhadtoscrutinizeyouanddifferentiatewhatmakesmebetterthanyou,I'd
havetolookatthelittlethingsandmosttimesthoselittlethingsarealignedwithbullyingand
bodyshaming.I'vesaiditbefore,seeyourselfasaqueen,basicallyI'm tellingyoutoalwaysfeel
goodaboutyourself,besureofwhoyou're,thatwayyouwillneverneedanyone'svalidationbut
neverputyourselfaboveanyone.Sometimestherewillbesituationswhenyouallowedtobe
littlesavageandtalksmackbutactuallybelievingthatyouthemosthighandeveryoneelsecan
goeatdogshitisaproblem.Wehumans,wewillcrossthatfinelinebetweenconfidentand
arrogant,I'vecrosseditsomanytimesandIstilldobutthedifferencebetweennowandthenis
Iam abletorecognizewhenI'vecrosseditandacknowledgethatIwaswrong,sometimesImay
apologizebutsometimesmypridegetsinthewaybutIlivewiththeguilt,that'sthepriceyou
paywhenyougowithyourpride.Nobody'sperfect,welearneverydayandsometimeswemay
repeatthesamemistakesbutbecarefulnottocreateapatternwiththesamemistake.Idon't
havewisdom tosharewithyoubecauseIdon'tbelievewisdom canbeshared,Ibelieveyou
discoveritthroughlearningfrom yourexperiences,soMusadontbeafraidtobewrongorto
evenbealone.Sometimeslonelinessisawayforustoreflectandcorrectourselvessothenew
peoplewhoenteryourlife,youwon'trepeatthesamemistakesyoudidwiththepeopleinyour
past.(Smiles)lookatmegettingcarriedaway,sotellme,howarethetravelarrangements?

Nomusa-(laughs)it'sfine,Ialwayslikechattingwithyou.TheuniversitywillapplyformyVisa
andeverything,Ijustneedtosubmitmyformsandpersonaldocuments.

Nelly-you'vewastedtomuchtimealready,don'tsitonitanylonger.Submityourdocuments
andsitBlessandyourparentsdown,remember,younotaskingforpermissionfrom your
parentsbutyoulettingthem knowbutberespectfulabouteverything.

Nomusa-(nods)IwantedtogetBlesssomethingbuthealreadyhaseverything.

Nelly-justcookforhim andgivehim yourtruth,Ithinkaftereverythinghe'sdoneforyou;you
owehim honesty.Blessisagrownmanandhefuckedupwhenhefirstmetyou,Itoldhim that
butmaybecomingfrom youwillmakehim understandsomethings.

Nomusa-(nods)okay(smiling)thankyouforeverything,yaziyounotwhatIthoughtyou're,you
verykind.

Nelly-(laughs)uhmm,pleasedon'tgotellingeveryonethat,itwillmesswithmystreetcredibility.



Theybothlaugh,thedooropensandSbaniwalksinonthem,hehadonnavyblueshorts,which
showedhishairydefined,tonedlegs.ItwasthefirsttimeNellyseeinghim wearingshortsand
boyohboy,hewasallsnack.

Nelly-(laughing)andthan?

Sbani-(givinghera360)howdoyoulikemynewlook?

Nelly-(frownandpretendstobethinking)Idon'tknow,youknowmytypewearsasuit.

Sbani-yazingizokudanselainsipainsipangalamashortsukhale,ukewayibukisisalento
engiphethelaemumva?(Iwilldanceansipa,nsipaforyouintheseshortsandyouwillcry,did
youseemypackagebehind?)

Nelly-(giggled)(blushesandhidesherface)ohGod!!!

Nomusalaughedandsmiledlightlywatchingthetwo,itwasanewsightseeingSbanithis
carefree,wheneversheseeshim,he'salwaysserious.Thoughlookingathim now,she
understoodwhyNellyoranywomanwouldbeheadoverheelsforSbani,hehadanedgetohim
thatsethim apartfrom anymanshe'severencountered.Hispresencewasintimidatingyet
therewassomethingwelcomingandcaptivatingabouthim,itwasunexplainable,shenever
understoodthesayingof"amillionmeninone"butlookingatSbaninow,that'stheonlything
shecouldthinkofwhentryingtodescribehim,hewasalot,buthewasn'ttheannoyinglotbut
rathertheintriguinglot.

Sbani-IcametohavelunchwithyoubutIcanseeyoualreadyhaveaguest.

Nomusa-(smiling)she'sallyours,Iwasleavinganyway,SisNellythankyouforthetalk.

Nelly-come....(theyhugged)rememberwhatwetalkedabout,goodluckbabygirlandletme
knowifyouneedanything.

Shesmiledatthebothofthem andlefttheoffice,SbaniledNellytothecouchandtookher
shoesoffbeforecuddlingher...

Sbani-so?Whenarewegettingmarried?

Nelly-(laughedshakingherhead)youwierd.

ATSPUR....



Guy-tableforonemam?

MrsZulu-uhmm,yes.

Guy-okay,pleasefindatableIwillbethereshortlywithyourmenu.

MrsZuluscannedthewholeplaceasshemadeherwaytosit,thewaiterwasrightbehindher
withthemenu.

Guy-Iwillgiveyoufiveminutetodecideonwhat'stoeat,inthemeantime,wouldyoulike
anythingtodrink?

MrsZulu-justwater..

Theguywasabouttoleavebutshestoppedhim...

MrsZulu-Idon'tknowifyoucanhelpmebutI'm lookingforsomeone(clearsherthroat)Buhle
ishername,sheworkshereright?

Guy-(nods)yes,IknowBuhle,she'sonkitchendutytoday.

MrsZulu-oh,isthereawayIcanseeher?Talkwithher?

Guy-onlyifitsherlunchtimemam,Icanfindoutforyouifshecantakeherlunchnow.

MrsZulu-(smiles)thankyouverymuch.

Insidethekitchen...

Guy-yo!!Buhle,there'saladyoutsidelookingforyou.

Buhle-lady?Whatdoesshelooklike?

Guy-(shrugs)Idon'tknowbutiletypeenemalinje.

Shecouldn'tthinkofanyonebesidesSiyawho'srichthatcouldcomeandaskforherBuhle-are
yousureshewantsme?

Guy-(nods)yeah...come,let'smeshowyouwheresheisandyoucantakeherdrinktoher.

TheguyshowedherwhereMrsZuluwasseated,shewalkeduptoherandplacedherdrinkon
thetable.MrsZululookedupatherandsmilednervously,nowthatshewasthisupclosetoher,
shecouldseethelittleresemblanceshehadtoherotherdaughterSanebutmoreimportantly,



shesawheryoungerselfinher.

MrsZulu-Buhle.

Buhle-MrsZulu?(Confused).

MrsZulu-hi,uhmm,howyoudoing?

Buhle-(raisedherbrow)I'm okaythankyou.

MrsZulu-(smiling)yhothisplaceispackedduringlunchtime.

Buhle-(nods)yeah,welocatednexttocorporateofficesandprivatecolleges,alotofstudents
andbusinesspeoplecomehereduringlunch...uhmm nodisrespectbutwhatareyoudoinghere?
Imeanwhydidyouaskforme?

MrsZulu-(tookadeepbreath)uhmm,that'saverygoodquestion....isitagoodtimetotalk?
Canyoutakeyourlunchnow?

Buhle-I'vealreadytakenmylunchbreakbutwhatisityouwanttotalkaboutmam?

MrsZulu-uhmm,let'sdothistakemynumberorbetter,givemeyournumberandIwillcallyou
tomorrow.

Buhle-uhmm okay,072....

15minuteslater....

Onacall...

Mpumi-(laughs)soyouliedaboutalreadyhavetakenyourlunch?

Buhle-(laughs)whatwasItodo?Thatwomanjustgivesanoff'ishvibe.

Mpumi-wellyouhavetomorrowtofindoutwhatshewants,thoughit'sreallywierd.

Buhle-(thinking)yeah.....well,letmegetbacktowork,seeyoulaterbabe...

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert60



ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

Theywereallwaitingpatientlyforthecartoparkoutsidetheporch,Maviswasbusygetting
everythingreadyinsidethelivingroom...

MrZulu-Shakawhereisyourmother?

Shaka-Idon'tknow,Ithinkshe'sstillinherroom.

Qiniso-wenevergoingtoheartheendofthistoday.

Sane-(laughs)Icanalreadypicturehim emphasizinghisimportance.

Shaka-wellusstandingherewaitingforhim likesomePresident,wegivinghim allreasonsto
brag.

Theyalllaugh...

MrZulu-wewilljustlethim haveit,justfortoday,here'sthecar,getyourshitreadySane.

Sane-(rollseyes)it'sawelcomehomebannerbaba,atleastIthoughtofsomething,can'tsay
thesameforrestofyou.

Qiniso-(laughs)don'tworrywenasisiwami,Iwillhelpyouholdthebannerandcheertheold
man'sreturn.

MrZulu-heretheycome...

ThembigotoutthecarfirstandMrZulusteppedclosertohelpSgilastepoutthecar.Hewasno
longerusingawheelchairbuthewasincrutches.Hesmiledandshookhisheadlookingatthe
bannerandballoons,heknewSanewasresponsibleforallthatwasinfrontimprintofhim...

Shaka-Sgilasensimbi;sgilaesishayaabafana.

Sgila-(smiling)qhubekamfana.

Nganono-wenaowangenaesibayenisenyeindodawagilaizimanga.

HeswallowedhardunderstandingthehiddenmessagebehindNganono'spraise,thesmile
neverlefthisfaceashesoakedinthewordsofencouragementfrom hisfamily,though
everytimehelookedathisbrother,guiltconsumedhim.Thefamilymadetheirwayinsidethe
house,Mavishadseteverythingup,thefoodsmelleddelicious,hearingloudfootstepsand
laughter,shefixedherselfandlookeddownbuthereyesscannedthatofSgila's,whentheymet,



sheblushedandbrokeeyecontactnotwantinganyonecatchingthem.Thembicouldseethe
blushinMavisfaceshehowfidgetyshewas,shetookadeepbreathandcalmedherselfdown,
tellingherselfthatthiswasafamilydinnerandsheneededtogetittogether.

Thembi-(smiling)Maviscanyoufollowmetothekitchenplease.

Mavis-yesmam.

Sgilabrieflyglancedatthetwowomenbeforehiseyesscannedtheroom lookingforMrsZulu,
shewasabsentfrom thetable.

Insidethekitchen...

Mavis-istheresomethingIcoulddoforyoumam oranythingthatSg...lmeanMrZuluthe
secondneedshelpwith?

Thembi-ohMavis;there'snothingyoucanhelpmewithbutI'm suremyhusbandwillbeneeding
yourservicestonight.

Mavis-sorry?

Thembi-youheardme,nowstopfidgetingandactinglikeafangirl,I'm sureyourboyfriendwill
updateyouabouthishealthsoon.

Mavis-(openshermouthandclosesit)Mam I...

Thembi-youwhat?Denythatyousleepingwithmyhusband,lookatmeandtellmeIam lying.

...(silence)...

Thembi-thoughtasmuch,Idon'thateyouMavisanddon'tworry,nothingwillhappentoyourjob.

Thembileftthekitchen,leavingMaviswithunansweredquestions.

Backinthelivingroom...

MrZulu-aiboShaka,where'syourmother?Sheshouldhavelongbeenhereeatingwithus.

Sane-whenIwenttoyourroom,shewasn'tthere,Ithoughtmaybeshewasinthekitchenwith



Mavis.

Qiniso-(wipeshismouth)wellfam,it'sbeengreatbutIhavetoleave,thecompanywon'trun
itself.

MrZulu-weownthecompany,I'm sureyoucanspareafewminutes.

Qiniso-Nocandobaba,Houstonismyfirstappointmenttoday.

MrZulu-whyyoustillhere?

Qiniso-(laughsandstandsup)here'stogettingmyselfticketsforalltheredrobotsIwillbe
running.

Thembi-drivesafebaby,remembertocomeearlytoday,wehaveafamilydinner.

Qiniso-sharp!!.

Sgila-wenaBafo,ain'tyougoingtotheofficetoday?

MrZulu-Ididn'tputthesekidsinchargesoIcouldspendmydayslockedupinsomeoffice,
oMagebaarecomingtoday,wediscussingNtombi'sceremony.

Nganono-NtombiisgoingtohavetoheaddowntoeMtshingwanesoon.

Thembi-yeah,Ihavealreadytalkedtoheraboutthat,sheandIwilldrivedownthereonFriday.

MrZulu-that'sgood,wellwedon'thavetomanydaysleft,Ididn'tthinkI'deverhavetogiveany
ofmydaughterin-lawsawaybutitseemslikeIwon'thaveanyleft,Siphohasmessedhis
marriageaswell.

Thembi-Zandileisawellmannered,rootedintraditionbride,Idon'tthinkshewillallowanything
totareherfamilyapart.

Sane-Siphoisgayauntie,ifshestays,whatexactlyisshestayingfor?

Shaka-he'sagaymanwithkids,shewon'tbecomplainingthatmuch.

...(silence)...

Shakastopseatingwhenhefeelsalleyesonhim...

Shaka-what?

Sane-(shakesherhead)really?

Nganono-(laughs)whodoesn'tlikeabuffet?

Allthemenlaugharoundthetable,Sanescoofsandstandsuptakingherplate...



Sane-IloveyouallbutI'm notstayingforthisconversation.

Thembi-(laughsandstands)I'm outtoo..

Thetwowomenbothhurryoutthelivingroom.

MrZulu-manjewenaMagebauyazelaphibuffet?(Howdoyouknowaboutabuffet?)

Sgila-(laughs)umbuzoloBafo(question).

TheyalllaughwaitingforNganono'sanswer.

Nganono-ngumakadebona,ungaphikinami.

Theyalllaughandconversationflowsfreelyamongthemen.

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....

Nomusagrabbedherbagandwalkedoutherroom,sherandownthestairsandbumpedinto
BlessandSbanilaughinginsidetheloungeintheirgym gear,from thefreshsweatrunningdown
theirfacesandjudginghowwetboththeirtopswere,theyjustcamefrom arun.Sheswallowed
andshookherheadgettingridofthedirtythoughts...

Nomusa-Sanibona!

Blesswasthefirsttolookupandsmiledgreetingherback,Sbaniputhishandout
acknowledgingherwhilegulpingdownwaterfrom thebottle...

Bless-(panting)didn'tknowtherewasstillsomeoneinsidethehouse,youmom andmymom
wentshoppingandBonoloisoutwithafriend,Ithoughtyouhadlefttoo.

Nomusa-yeah,Ishouldhavebutmyfirstlecturegotcanceled,areyouavailabletonight?
There'ssomeschoolstuffIwanttodiscusswithyou?

Bless-okay,doyouhaveenoughmoneyfortransportandlunch?



Nomusa-(smiles)yeah,youjustdepositedfivethousandinmyaccountlastweek.

Bless-(laughs)I'm justcheckingMissIlovenicethingsbesides,youneedtohaveyournailsre-
done.

Nomusa-(smilesandrollshereyes)wellIwillseeyoulater.

Sbani-haveyourequestedanuberyet?

Nomusa-No,Inormallyjustwalkallthewaytothegaragedowntheroad,there'salwayssome
cabsparkedthere.

Sbani-(nods)hopinmycarandIwilldropyouthere(bumpsshoulderswithBless)youwere
luckytoday,comenextweekandIwillreclaim mypositionwithawholenewrecordtime.

Bless-(laughs)stophavingtoomuchsex.

Sbani-thatdoesn'tevenmakesense.

Theybothlaugh,NomusafollowsbehindSbanitohiscar.

Sbani-soyoumyfamily'sfuturedoctor?

Nomusa-(giggles)IwishbutI'm goingtobeaNuerosergeon.

Sbani-smartgirl...

TherestofthecarrideissilentwithTupacplayinginthebackgroundandSbanirappingsoftly
alongtosomeofthelyrics....

ATBUHLE&MPUMI'SAPARTMENT...

Buhleplacedatraywithlimewaterandraspberryjuicewithsomebiscuits.

MrsZulu-(smiles)thankyou(clearsherthroat)yourplaceisverybeautiful,lovetheinterior
design.

Buhle-thanks.

MrsZulu-youshouldgivemethenumberofthepersonwhodidallthisforyou.

Buhle-youlookingatherandyoualreadyhavemynumber.

MrsZulu-wow!!!Youhavetheperfecteyeforthings,remindmesomuchofmyson'sexwife,
Ntombishetoohasaneyeforsuchthings,wellfashionismoreofherscene.Butshe'sa



psychologist(laughs)nowthosearetwodifferentthingsanddon'tmakesenseinanyway,I
alwaystellhershe'sinthewrongfield,youshouldseehowgoodshedresses,shecouldmakea
cheapsackofclotheslooklikeprada....

Buhle-(clearsherthroat)Idon'tmeantoberudeMrsZulubutIdon'tthinkyoucamealltheway
heretotalkaboutfashion.

MrsZulu-uhmm yeah....Iam your.....(tookadeepbreath)Idon'tknowhowthisisgoingto
soundbutIwanttogettoknowyou,everythingaboutyou,whereyougrewup?Whichschool
youstudiedat...yourparentsandfriends...

Buhle-againwithoutsoundingrude,Idon'tthinkthat'sanyofyourbusiness,MrsZuluwhyare
youreallyhere?

MrsZulu-afriendofminehasamarketingcompanyandsometimessheneedsgirlsfor
commercialsandcovergirls,Idon'tknowwhyyouthefirstpersonwho'simagepoppedandI
justthoughtmaybeifIgottoknowaboutyouandtellthisfriendaboutyou,youknowsellyour
profileyoumightstandachance,it'sreallygoodmoneyandyougettotravelaroundworld.

Buhle-shouldn'tyoubeaskingformyheadshotsnotaboutmylifeandparents.

MrsZulu-thisfriendofmine,she'sthoseevenfrom theNorth,imageiseverythingtoher,that's
whyit'simportantyourstoryappealstoher.

Buhle-oh,thanIam notinterested,I'velivedaveryhardlifetobeworkingforastuckup,self
centeredNorthhousewife.

MrsZulu-youdon'thavetotellmeeverything,justthebasics.

Buhle-grewupkwaMashu,wenttoschoolthere,didn'tgotovarsitybutI'm currentlystudyingat
Unisa.

MrsZulu-(confused)yougrewupkwaMashu?Didyoustaythereyourwholelife?Likebornand
breadthere?

Buhle-yes.

MrsZulu-yourparents?

Buhle-dead.

MrsZulu-oh....uhm sorry,musthavebeenreallyhardforyou.

Buhle-itwas,isthatenoughforyou.

MrsZulu-(fakesmiles)yeah,anysiblings?

Buhle-No,Iwastheonlychild.

MrsZulu-(nods)uhmm,yourparents...

Buhle-(standup)MrsZuluIappreciateyouthinkingaboutmebuttruthis,I'm notreallyinto
modelingandstaff,thanksagain.



MrsZulusighsandwalkstowardsthedoorwithBuhlefollowingbehindher.

MrsZulu-ifyouchangeyourmind,pleasedocallme.

Buhle-(fakesmiles)Idoubtitbutokay.GoodbyeMrsZulu.

Buhlefeltuncomfortablewiththewayshewaslookingather,soshejustpushedthedoorand
shutitwithherstillstandingoutside.Thatwasthemostwierd,meaninglessconversations
she'severheard.

ATAREMOTELOCATION....

SbanisawNdabuko'scararrivingthroughhissidemirrorandwaitedforittoparkbeforegetting
outthecar.NdabukogotouthiscarandwalkedtowardswereSbaniwasstanding...

Sbani-what'ssoimportantthatyouhadmedrivetoanunknownlocation,youdoknowmeeting
upinplaceslikestheseraisesredflags.

Ndabuko-Iknow,thoughIhavemyreasonsforbringingyouhere.

Sbani-what,soyoucanfinallykillme?

Ndabuko-(smirks)thatisn'tsuchabadidea......myfatherwantstoextendthecontractwehave
withZulu&Son's,theyearisalmostoverandsinceyouontheoutsidenow,thecontract
dissolves.

Sbani-thosewerethetermsSibiya,yourfatherwilljusthavetoabidebythem.

Ndabuko-sincepartneringwithyourfamily,ourprofitshavetripled,myfatherisfueledby
money,hewon'tjustletgo.

Sbani-wellthistimehewillhavetoo,hewon'talwaysgetwhathewants,Zulu&Son'sismy
father'spride,theZulufamilylegacyandthatofourchildrenandtheirchildren's,childrens.It
won'tbeafrontforhim topumpandlaudhismoney.

Ndabuko-hewantstogoafterNelly,usehertorenewthecontract.

...(silence)...

Ndabuko-andhewantsmetodoit.

Sbani-willyoudoit?



Ndabuko-thequestionis,whatareyouwillingtodotomakesureIdon'thavetodoanything.

Sbani-whatthefuckthatmeans?Youactuallyconsideringthiswholething.

Ndabuko-lookattheendgoalhere,ifthecontractisrenewedatleastthat'sonethingwehave
controloverhim.

Sbani-andwecontinuetomakehim richer,themoremoneyhemakesthemorepowerhegains.

Ndabuko-whichiswhyIbroughtyouhere,(handshim binoculars)looktoyourleft,thosetrucks
yousee,that'sstorage.

Sbani-yours?

Ndabuko-No,oneofourbiggestrivals.

Sbani-letmeguess,yourfatherwantstoownit.

Ndabuko-notjustownbuthewantsthewholeoperations,takealookaroundyou,weinthe
landofsaltandsugarcane,thisisaredarea,nocops,nocommunity,justtrucks,gumtreesand
canes.Thisisparadiseifyougotsomethingtohide.

Sbani-andI'llbedamned,youtellingmethesupplierofsugarandsaltispartofamafia?

Ndabuko-everydamnrichfolkispartofsomescheme,evenourdamneconomyisranbythe
mafia,justdamncriminalsinsuits,onlydamncountrythat'sbraveenoughtoembracethetruth
abouthowpowerfulthemafiais,Mexico,that'swhyyouhavetheMexicancartel,whichtodate
stilloperates,whyisthat?It'sfuckedranbytheirveryownofficials.

Sbani-sowhat'syourplan?

Ndabuko-ifwefightmyfatherdirectly,wewon'twin,weneedtoweakenhim first.I'vebeen
watchingthisplaceforaboutfiveyearsnow,IknowtheirscheduletotheT,Iknowtheirroutes
andIevenknowwhenandhowmanytimestheirworkerstaketheirshit.AmafiaDonisasgood
ashisword.Maybeit'stimeSibiyabrokehiswordandletgreedtakeover.

Sbani-youwanttocauseconflictbetweenyourfatherandhisrivals,that'swar,itcouldendbad.

Ndabuko-thewarstartedwhenyouapproachedthepresidentwiththisidea,it'sthebattlethat
hasn'tbegan.Likeyousaid,wecannotmakepromiseswecan'tkeep,bloodwillbespilled,we
justgoingtohavetomakesureit'snotours.Thisourbiggestrival,Sibiyawillhavehisbestman
fighting,thesoonerhisbestmenlessen,thebetterchancesforus.

Sbani-(nods)it'scanwork.

Ndabuko-it'swill,IknowwhatI'm talkingabout.

Sbani-(looksathim andlaughs)IthoughtmyplanneededyoubutIseenowit'syourplanthat
neededme.

Ndabuko-(smirks)youwantsomethingfrom me,Iwantsomethingfrom you,simple.Likethey
sayinabusinessclasslesson,inagoodpartnership,bothpartiesneedstohavealignedgoals
inordertoachievetheirobjectivesandvisionforbetterresponsivenessandefficiency.

Sbani-(laughs)welearneveryday,NdabukoSibiyaactuallywenttoclassandlistened.



Ndabuko-actuallyIdidn'tlearnitfrom aclassroom,lasttimeIsteppedfootintoaclassroom is
whenIwasinthe7thgrade.

Sbani'sphoneringsandhetakesitouthispocketupanswerit...

Sbani-hello.

Shaka-yhoguy,dinnerattherentshousetonight.

Sbani-soIreallyhavetocome?

Shaka-yesyouhavetoo;dadwantedmetoemphasizetheimportancefamily.

Sbani-wasitdadormom?Becauseitreallysoundslikesomethingmom wouldsay.

Shaka-(laughs)okayyougotme,itwasn'tmom ordadbutIwantyoutocome,it'sbeenforever
sinceyouweallateathomeasafamily,besidesIthinkauntThembiwillreallylikeitifyou
came.

Sbani-fine,gotgoman.

Shaka-sho!!!.

Heendedthecallandsighedannoyingly...

Ndabuko-badnews?

Sbani-Nah,justdinnerwiththefamily.

Ndabuko-ahhoneofthose,I'vehadmyfairshare.

Thebothguyslaughsandcontinuetostareahead...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

MrsZulusighedinreliefwhensheparkedhercarandfoundthatherhusbandscarwasnotin
thedriveway.Thehousewassilent,reliefwashedoverheragainandsheheadedtoherthe
kitchentogetsomewater....

Sgila-Ziwe!



Shejumpedandheldherchestcalmingherselfdown...

MrsZulu-areyoutryingtokillme?whywouldyousneakuponmelikethat?

Sgila-weneedtotalk.

MrsZulu-yeswedo,what'sthisnonsenseIhearaboutyouwantingtohaveafamilymeeting?
Areyouserious?

Sgila-(looksaround)onewayoranother,thetruthwillcomeout,Ijustthinkitbetterwehandle
thissituationourselvesratherthanhavingitblowout.

MrsZulu-(hushedtone)whycan'tyoujustletthisgo?Itdoesn'tevenmatterbecauseBuhleis
notourdaughter,shegrewupinKwaMashuandshesaysbothherparentsdied.Weleft
NtandoinaorphanshomeinPinetown,there'snoconnectionhere.It'sjustyouwantingtoforce
thingsthatain'tthere,letitgoSgila.

Sgila-(frowned)soyouwentandquestionedher?Doyourealizewhatyouhavedone?

MrsZulu-atleastIhavetheballsoffacingthetruth,she'snotNtando,letthisgo.

Sgila-itdoesn'tmatterifshe'snotourdaughter,thetruthstillneedstocomeout,kumele
ngigezeumuzikabafo.

MrsZulu-(angry)nothingneedstocomeout,yourwifealreadyknowsyou'rewhore,your
childrenandtherestofthisfamilydoesn'tneedtoknowallthat,justkeepyourshittoyourself,
nobodycares.

Sgila-(shakeshishead)youdelusional,thetruthwillcomeout,dealwiththat.I'm givingjust
afterNtombi'sMembeso,youbetterenjoyyoursleepbecauseyourlittleperfectworldyou've
createdforyourselfisabouttocomecrushingdown.

MrsZulu-whyyoudoingthis?IsitbecauseIrefusedtosleepwithyou?

AsetofcutleryfelltothefloorandMavisnervouslyjumpedasshebentdownpicking
everythingfrom thefloor.Itwasevidentinherfacethatsheheardsomethingshewasn't
supposetohear.MrsZulutookadeepbreathandbentdownpickingthelastspoonfrom the
floorandhandedittoMaviswhilelookingdirectlytohereyes,inturnMavisdideverything
possibletonotlookatMrsZulu.

MrsZulu-ifyoudonehere,Iwouldliketoseeyouinmyhusbandsstudy.

Mavis-yesMam.

MrsZuluglancedatSgilabeforewalkingoutthekitchen,Sgilawaitedforafewsecondsbefore
walkingtowardsMavis.Hetriedholdingherwaistbutshecarefullymovedhishandsawayand
distancedherselffrom him.



Sgila-yinimanje?

Mavis-Idon'twanttodothisanymore.

Sgila-why?JustbecauseofwhatyouheardZiwesay,IknowyouheardsomethingsandIcan
explainifyouwantmetoo.

Mavis-it'snotthat,Ijustdon'tthinkit'sagoodideatocontinueseeingyou.Nowpleaseexcuse
me,Ineedtodomywork.

Sgila-(annoyed)whenyoudoneactinglikeababy,youknowwheretofindme,Idon'thavetime
forthis.

Heclickedhistongueandwiththehelpofhiscrutches,helimpedoutthekitchen.

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE......

SaneleandTalentedashedinsidethehouse,racingeachothertothekitchen.Siphoshookhis
headashepickedupeachschoolshoethatwasformingatrailofwheretheboysrantoo.

Sipho-boys!!!HowmanytimesmustIwarnyouaboutjusttakingoffyourschoolshoesanyhow.

Talente-(likedhisfakemilkmustash)I'm hungry.

Sipho-gochange,wehavingdinneratyourgrandparentshouse.

Bothboyslookedateachother,rememberingthelasttimetheywereattheirgrandparents
house,itwasn'tpleasant...

Sanele-dowereallyhavetogo?

Talente-isgogofeelingbetternow?

Sipho-boysjustgochange,Iwillmakesandwichesforyouinthemeantime.

Talente-ismom comingwithus?

Sipho-yourmotherwillmeetusthere.

Sanele-(muttered)weneverdoanythingasafamilyanymore,eversinceOwethudiedyouand
mom areactingweirdaroundeachother.



Siphowastakenbackbyhissonsstatement,justwhenhe'dprocessedwhatexactlyhehad
meantbythat,theboyshadalreadylefttotheirrooms.Embarrassedanddisappointed,he
clearedtheirschoolshoesbagsoutthewaybeforemakinghisboyssandwiches.

20minuteslater....

InsideSipho'scar....

HelookedathisreviewmirrorandTalentewasalreadypassedoutonhisseat.Heglancedat
Sanelenexttohim,hewasn'tplayingwithhistabletbutdazedoutsidethewindow.

Sipho-(tookadeepbreath)whatdidyoumeanthatmeandyourareactingweirdaroundeach
other?

Sanele-(sighedsadly)I'm notababydad,Iknowyouandmom aregoingtodivorce.

Sipho-(swallowed)divorce?That'sabitextreme,whywouldyoueventhinkthat.

Sanele-becauseyounothappy,whenmarriedpeoplearenothappytheydivorce,Iseeitinthe
moviesallthetimes,plusIknowyouusingtheguestroom,that'sneveragoodsign.

Sipho-hey,hey!!Whendidyougrowupandsuddenlyhaveknowledgeaboutmarriedpeople?
Justbecausemeandyourmotheraregoingthrougharoughpatchdoesnotmeanwedon'tlove
eachother.

Sanele-(mutteredandfacedbacktothewindow)yeah,that'swhattheyallsaybeforewethe
kidsgetdictatedbyatimetablewherewehavetocallhome.I'm notstupid,Noma'sparentsgot
divorced;Iknowhoweverythingworks.

Sipho-Sanele!!!

Sanele-Idon'twanttotalkanymore.

Theridewassilentafterthat,butitdidn'tstopSiphofrom replayingeachwordhissonuttered
tohim.Hecouldfeelhisheartbreakbecausesomehowheknewallthiswashisfault.

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

Sbanienteredthehouseandfoundeveryoneintheloungealreadydressedintheirpyjamasand
watchingToyStories.



Nelly-(looksathim)what?

Sbani-whyain'tyouguysdressed?Didn'tyougetmytext?

Nelly-ohthat,yeahIdid.

Sbani-so?

Nelly-wenotgoing,wellwenotbutyoucangoifyouwanttoo.

Sbani-(laughs)what?Youserious?

Nelly-yes,didyouthinkIwasjoking?Sbanithekidsdon'twanttogoandIwasn'tplanningon
goingbecausefranklyIhavenobusinessgoingandyourfamilydinnersarealwaysmessy.Iam
sparingmyselfandmykidsfrom allthat.

Hesatnexttoheronthecouchandplacedhishandmassagingherthigh,notawarethathis
sonwaswatchingcloselywherehishandwas...

Sbani-ifyounotgoingthanI'm notgoingaswell.

Nelly-justgoandhavedinnerwithyourfamily,besidesthem notwantingtogobecauseofthe
dramayourmothercaused,thekidsaretired,theyhadschoolthewholedayandplacingthem
inanenvironmentwherethere'sacrowdofpeopleisnotsuchagoodidea.SJgetsboredin
thesedinners.Goandstayforatleastanhourortwo.

Sbani-(standsup)thirtyminutesandI'm done(putouthishandforher)nowcomewalkmeout
soIcangetsomekisses.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

Thedinnerwasn'tanythingoutoftheordinary,justafamilycatchingupandsharingjokes,
remenisingaboutoldmemoriesanditwouldn'tbeaZuludinnerifthemendon'tdiscuss
businessandhowfartheywanttogrowtheirwealth.SurprisinglynoonehaddrilledSiphoabout
hisrecentactions,ZandileseemedlightaswelltonightasshemanagedtolaughatSiphojokes
andaddresshim withthesamelevelofrespectsheusedtoointhepast.MrsZuluhadbeen
quietthroughoutthewholedinner,onlyspokewhenitwasdirectedather,itwasunusualofher
tobethisquiet,everyonehadnoticedheroffbehaviourbutchosetopushitasideandjustenjoy
theirmeal.Thewasfinishedandthemenwerehangingaroundtheloungearea.

Shaka-sonowthatyou'reout,what'syourplans?Areyoucomingbacktothecompany?

Sbani-(shakeshishead)Nah,justfocusingonmyinvestmentsfornow,untilIthinkofmynext
venture.AndI'vedecidedthatNellytakesmyplaceateveryboardmeeting,Ifiguredallthose
stuckuprichfoolswouldn'twanttohaveaconvictedfellowontheirboard.



Sgila-isitwisetogiveanoutsiderthatmuchpower?Imean,youhaven'tmarriedthegirl,thisis
afamilybusinessSbanisezwe.

MrZulu-hehasn'tsignedoffanysharestoher,she'sjusttakenhisplaceinthedecision
makingsofthecompany.

Qiniso-(nods)makessense,Nellyistheoneworkingtherenow.

Sbani-shewillsoonbefamilyandsheknowswhereherbreadisbuttered,herloyaltyisn't
questionable.I'dliketothinkyouallknowthatespeciallyaftertheblindsideyoualldidwhenit
cametoherCEOposition;shestillworkingforus.

MrZulu-nowyouknowthatwasn'tpersonal,itjustbestthecompanystaysinthehandsofone
ofus.

Sbani-(nods)bestforeveryonehere,butisitbestforbusiness?Nowthat'sdebatablebutwe
aren'tdiscussingthat,forNtombi'sMembeso,howisthewholethinggoingtoworksincethe
ancestorsandaccordingtotradition,she'sstillmywife?

Nganono-nothingcomplicatedson,wewilljustinform ourancestorsofeverythingbutallthat
willbedonebeforetheactualMembeso,soplease,comehomeearly.

Sbani-(nods)okay,wellIgottogo,dinnerwasgreatandit'sgoodtoseeyoujollyandwalking
Baba.

Sgila-youknowme,yougoingtoneedawholearmytobringmedown.

Sbani-(looksathisfather)Baba,there'ssomethingI'dliketorunbyyou,canyouwalkmeout?

MrZulu-sure.

Outsidethehouse....

Sbani-Sibiya'scontractwillsooncometoanendwithus,(takesadeepbreath)Ican'tbelieve
I'm askingthisofyoubutI'm goingtoneedyoutorenewit.

Hekeepsquietforafewseconds,thiswholetimehiseyesdon'tleavehisson's...

MrZulu-doesthisrequesthaveanythingtodowithyourearlyrelease?

Sbani-(nods)yeahbutit'sdeeperthanwhatmeetstheeye.I'm goingtohavetoaskthatyou
trustmeinthisMageba.

MrZulu-fine,IjustpraythatyouknowwhatyoudoingSbanisezwe.

Theyshakeshandsandembraceeachother...



Sbani-Ihopesotoo.
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ATTHETHUSIHOUSEHOLD....

Nomusawalkedwithabucketfilledwithclothestowardsthewashingline,hergrandmother
grabbedasmallbenchandplaceditoutsideherrondavelwhichwasclosertothewashingline.

Gogo-youwashedforeveryone?Ohmychildyoushouldn'thavecamehomeearly,lookathow
theyallabusingyou.

Nomusa-(laughs)Idon'tmind,thisiswhatIalwaysdidanywaywhenIwasstillstayinghere,
thoughIhavetoadmitthatit'slittlebitdifficultwiththesenails.

Gogo-slayqueenchronicles.

Shelaughedsohardwithhergrandmotherlaughingtoo...

Nomusa-Idon'tevenwanttoknowwhereyouheardtheterm "slayqueen".

Gogo-youthinkyoutheonlyonewhoknowsthings,youforgetI'm notlikeanyothergrannyher
inthevillage,I'm woke.

Nomusa-(laughsshakingherhead)ayiGogo,it'stoomuchnow(smiles)it'sreallygoodtobe
backhomewithyou,it'srefreshing,thecitycangetalittletocrampy.

Gogo-(smiles)letmehelphangtheseclothesandyoucantellmeallthisjuice.

Nomusa-Nogogo;sitandrelaxwhileItakecareofthis,youwillhearallthejuice.

Gogo-sohaveyoutoldyourmotheraboutleaving?

Nomusa-(sighs)Ididbutyoualreadyknowwhatherreplywas,I'vejustdecidedtotakeNelly's



adviceandgo,IwilldealwithmamawhenIcomeback,evenifshekicksmeoutthehouse,I
reallydon'tcareanymoreaboutwhatshethinks.

Gogo-youknowIalwaystellyouthatIdonotwanttotalkaboutyourmotherwithyoubecauseI
don'twantitbeinglikeIam badmouthingherorpaintingherinadifferentlightbutbabyyour
motherhasalwaysbeenselfish,noneofthedecisionsshetakesareevertothebenefitof
others,it'salwaysabouther.Eventhisthingaboutyoumarryingthatman,she'sbeengoing
aroundthevillagetellingeveryonethatherdaughterisabouttomarryarichman.Itoldherto
stopspreadingtheserumoursbutshetoldtonotgetinvolveinhermatters,youareher
daughterwhoIcanhaveasayinherlife,thosewereherexactwords.

Nomusa-(frowned)sothatwhyshe'sbeenpushingtoSbu,itbecauseshe'stoldthewhole
villageI'm gettingmarried,howcanshebethisstupid.

Gogo-youknowshewantstocompetewitheverwomanhere,thekingsdaughterisgetting
married;theDlamini'smovedtothecitysoshenowwhat'ssomethingtoshowoffaswell.

Nomusa-thiswholemarriageisforherreputation,nothingtodowithmeormywellbeing.I
shouldhaveknown,doesbabaknowaboutthis?

Gogo-(nods)butyouknowyourfatherisweak,Ilovemysonbuthe'salwaysbeeneasily
influenced,weallallwhowearsthepantsinthishouse.

Nomusa-honestlyIjustdon'tunderstandthissuddenbehaviouryamamabutIcan'tsayI'm
surprised.AreyougoingtouMembeso?

Gogo-ofcourse,Iam notgoingtomisstheirdeliciousfood,phelaoutofallthefamiliesinthis
village,theZulu'saretheonlyfamilythatdishgenerously,eventheroyalsain'tthatgiving.

Nomusa-(laughs)theydon'tgiveatall,infacttheyjustcooksampforthevillagerswhilethey
eatallthefancyfood,sometimesIonlygottoeatwhattheyeasybecauseofthepositionbaba
holds.

Gogo-(standsup)finishhangingtheseclothes,I'm goingtocheckifthewaterishotbythefire,I
placedonebigpot,itshouldbeenoughforbothourbaths,(smiling)gogetthecertificatesoyou
canbuildmemyownbathroom.

Nomusa-(laughs)foryou,Iwillbuildyoutwobathrooms,onewithashowerandtheotherwitha
tub.

Gogo-(laughs)yaaaaassssgirl...

Theybothlaughed,shequicklygrabbedherphonefrom herpocketandsnappedapictureofher
grandmother,sheuploadeditonherwhatsappstatuswiththecaption"she'ssuchamood",
Mpumiwasoneofthefirstpersontoviewit....

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD...



Itwasthedaybeforethebigday,theyardwasbuzzingwithvillagersandfamilymembers
comingfrom far.Thekidswerewererunningaroundplaying,traditionalcelebrationsongssang
bytheauntiesanduncleswhowerebusycookingmeatandujeqe(steam bread)bythefire.
Ntombiwalkedbarefoottotherondavelbelongingtotheancestors,herheadwascoveredas
shestillneededtorespectherinlawyard.Themainfamilyandafewauntsandunclesentered
therondavel,thementakingtheirplaceonthebenchwhilethewomensatontheirmats.
Nganonokneeledby"umsamu"(asacredplacewhereonespeakswiththeancestors)andlita
fewcandles,andplacedanormanplatewithiphephoinfrontofhim.Oncetheroom wasall
quietandthedoorwasclosed,hebeganbyslowlylightingthe"phepho".

Nganono-BoZulu,ngibizaninaboNdabezitha,wenakaPhunganoMageba,wenaMama
noBabaesanalalaesizimbinisenhlabathi,nanguuMakotiwena,uMaNgcobo,onganeumzukulu
wenaSbanisezwe,sizobikaukuthiuseyasishiyalaekhaya,uyokwakhaubuhlobo
kwelo'Mtimande,usishiyanje,ubeseyindodakazilay'khaya,sithisicelanimukhanyiseleindlela
yakhe,nezinkomoezazikhishwelakoZuluziyabuyakusasa,sithiningabinolaka
maseningamubonilaemagcekenioZulu.Kusasasiyajabulo,siyadla,siyaphuza,siyagiya.
((PraisinghisancestorsandcallingaponthelateheadoftheZulufamily)weherebecauseyour
daughterinlaw,MaNgcobo(Ntombi),theonemarriedtoSbanisezweyourgrandsonisaboutto
gogetmarriedandbuildanotherhomeoutsidethisone,asshe'sleaving,shewasnolonger
yourMakotibutyourdaughter.Weaskthatyoubewithher,lightupherjourneyandhaveno
angerwhenyounolongerseehereinouryard.ThecowsthatleftisibayasoZulu,willbe
returnedbacktomorrowbytheKhozafamily,tomorrowwecelebrating,wedrinkingandwewill
allbemerry).

MrZulu-(lookingatNtombi)mychild,nowthatwehaveaskedforguidanceandblessingfrom
ourancestors,feelfreetogoalloutwiththiscelebration.Havenofearaboutthesidetalks,your
mother'swillnowescortyoubacktoyourroom towaitforyourin-lawstomorrowbutshould
youfeelyouhaveothermatterstosortbeforetomorrow,younotobligatedtostaylockedinthat
room.YounolongeraMakotiinthisfamilybutmydaughter,feelfreetomovearoundtheyard.
Astrictperiodwillbesetwhereyouwon'tbeallowedtocomeouttheroom butIthinkthatwill
onlybefortomorrowuntilyourin-lawsarrive.(Smiles)congratulationsonceagainmydaughter,
notmanypeoplehavetheluckofgettingmarriedtwice.I'm sadtoletyougobutIknowyou
goingtobehappywhereyougoing,nomatterwhereyouat;wewillalwaysbefamilybecause
yougavebirthtoourjewel,throughNomathemba,apartofyoustillliveswithinus.

Ntombi-(teary)(lookingdown)Ngiyabongababa.

MrsZulu-(looksathiswife)doyouhaveanythingtosay?

..(silence)..

MrsZululookedtobefaraway,alleyeswereonherbutshedidn'tnotice.Oneoftheoldwives
sittingnexttohernudgedher...



MrsZulu-(snappingoutofit)hmmm.

MrZulusighedhidinghisannoyance...

MrZulu-Iaskedifwasthereanythingyouwantedtoadd?

MrsZulu-No,I'm good.

MrZuluraisedhisbrowbutagain,shefailedtonoticeanything..

Thembi-Ihaveafewwords.

MrZulu-(sighed)okay.

Thembi-(smiling)welosingagem withyou,nowwhoam Igoingtobeloudandtalkativewith?
Areyousurewecan'tpersuadeyoutostay?SbaniisaZuluman,abafaziizintozabo.

Everyonelaughed...

Thembi-Iwishyouallthebestbaby,showthatfamilywhoyoutrulyareandletthem fallinlove
withyoulikewealldid.There'snotmuchtosaybutjustthatIwantyoutoknow,I'm your
mother,Iwillalwaysbeherandwhateveryouneed,mydoorwillalwaysbeopen,I'm sureI
speakforbothNoziweandI.

TheyallturnedtoMrsZuluwaitingforhertoacknowledgeThembi'sstatementbutshewasjust
notpresentintheconversation.

Nganono-sesiqedilela,asidedeleabahlinzayobenzeumsebenziwabo(wedonehere,we
shouldgivethepeopleslaughteringthegoatachancetodotheirwork).

Wheneveryonewasleaving,MrZulugrabbedhiswife'sarm anddraggedhertotheirroom,
carefultonotletanyoneseethattherewassomethingwrong.Onceinsidetheroom,helocked
thedoorandfoldedhisarmslookingather...

MrZulu-whatiswrongwithyou?It'sbeenweeksandyourbehaviourstillhasn'tchanged.I'm



sickandtiredwithhavingtodealwiththisfoulnewmoodofyours.

MrsZulu-ifyousickandtired;thanwhydon'tyoujustavoidit,Ididn'taskforyoutopay
attention.

MrZulu-maybeifIdidn'thavetosharespacewithyourmiserableselfthanIcouldavoidyou,in
caseyoudon'tknow,nobodyreallywantstobearoundyourightnow,everybodyishappyandin
goodspiritbutyourmoodisjustsuckingallthefun,killingallthejoy.I'm doneaskingyou
what'swrongwithyou,thisiswhatwillhappenfrom now,youwillwalkoutthisroom withthe
biggestsmileonyourfaceandyouwillplayyourroleasamothertoNtombi,helpherwith
everythingthatsheneedsandattendtoyourdutiesasoneoftheheadwives.Youcanputaside
yourbitchinessandselfishnessjustforoneweekend,whatevereatingyouup,diealonesince
youdon'twantmyhelpbutwhatyouwon'tdoisruinthisweekendforNtombioranyoneelse
justbecauseyousupposedlyain'tinthebestofmoods.Tantrumsareforkids,notoldwrinkled
women.Darecomeoutthisroom withthatfrown,justdareme,youdon'twishtofindoutmy
dearwife.

Heshookhisheadandwalkedoutbangingthedoorbehindhim....

Thenextday......

Themorningoftheweddingwasanatmospherefulloflove,laughter,thesweetsmellof
traditionalfoodonathreeleggedpot,ululationandgoodconversationsbetweenthewomenin
thefamilyfrom gogo's,aunties,unlcesandtheyoungwomentokidsrunningaroundtheyardin
highspirits,youknowwhattheysay,aneventisnotaneventwithoutkidsallovertheplace.

Nonto-whatisthisI'm seeing?AwholeMakotisleeping?

Ntombijumpedoutthebedasbothgirlsstartedscreaming,gigglingandhuggingeachother...

Ntombi-sis,whendidyougethere?

Nonto-fewminutesago,Iwasstilldistractedbysomehunksoutside.

Ntombi-(smiledrollinghereyes)pleasedon'trapeanyone,IjustopenedapracticeandIhave
nomoneytobailyouout.

Nonto-(laughs)howyoufeeling?FYI,Ithinkthiswholethingisjustbizzare,yougettingmarried
atyourexhusbandshome,damn!Areyousurethisain'tsomeboldandthebeautifulscript?,
theytheonlycrazypeoplewhocanpullsuchstuntsoff.Shouldn'ttraditionalfamiliesbestrict?I



meannoonefrom theirancestorsthoughtthiswassomewierdshit.

Ntombi-(shakesherheadsmiling)ImissyouwhenIdon'tseeyoubutwhenyouinfrontofhim,I
askmyselfwhyexactlydidImissyoufor?Buttoansweryou,I'm notgettingmarriedtomyex
husbandshome.WhenSbaniandIgotmarriedhisfamilyhonouredmyfamilywithlobolaand
everythingthattheyrequestedfor"izibizo"(formallyknownasMembesonow).NowthatI'm no
longertheirMakoti,anymanthatwishestomarryme,shouldhonourmyexhusbandsfamily
andhispeople.

Nonto-sobasically,Sbaniboughtyoufrom ourfamilyandnowMthokohastobuyyoufrom
Sbani'sfamilybyreturningeverythingSbaniboughtyouwithfrom ourparents,thisisareturnon
investmentinSbani'spart(Shakingherhead)seewhyIdon'tbelieveinthiswholelobolathing,
thewomanisbasicallyjustpawn,somethingthatcanbeboughtandauctionedoutwhenyouno
longerwanther.

Ntombi-(sighs)knowingyou,wecanhavethisdiscussionforever.Helpmemakethebedso
youcanhelpmedomymakeupintime,where'smamaandpapa?

Nonto-outsidegreetingtheelders;youknowhowyourdadis,Ileftwhenheturnedagreeting
periodintoafullonchurchsermon.

Ntombi-ohGod!!!

ATTHETHUSIHOME....

Nomusaironedforherselfandeveryoneelseinsidethehouse,hersiblingsandfatherwere
eatingtheirporridge,herfatherplacedtheemptybowlonthecoffeetableandclearedhisthroat
gainingNomusa'sattention.

Nomusa-udingaamanzibaba?(Doyouneedwater?)

MrThusi-(shakeshishead)lomlisaumamawakhoakhulumangaye,ngabenguyelowayefike
la?(Thismanyourmotheristalkingabout?Wasithim thatcamehere?

Nomusa-(nods)yebobaba,kodwaakunjengobauMaesho,ngimthathanjengobhutiomdala,
akukhookunye,ngisacelaukuthiukhulumenoMamaayekeyonkelento(yes,butitnotwhat
mom makesittobe,Ionlyseehim asabrotherandnothingelse,pleasetalktomom soshe
canstopallthis).

MrThusi-sengiyadidekamanje,kodwasokhulumakahlengesinyeisikhathi,lethaihembelami,
amadodaangilindileesigodlweni(Iam confusednowbutwewilltalkproperlysomeothertime,
handmyshirt,themenarewaitingforhim attheroyalhouse).

Nomusahandedhim hisshirtandhewalkedout,sheedgedhersiblingstohurryupsothey
couldbathandgetdressedquickly...



MrsThusi-Nomusa,awungibophe,awugqokilengani?(tiethisforme,whyain'tyoudressed?)

Nomusa-bengisabhizi(Iwasstillbusy).

MrsThusi-(angazinomauzokwaziukushesha,uBhekauyezanemoto(Idon'tknowifyoucan
hurry,Bhekaiscomingwithhiscar).

Nomusa-umalumeBhekaunomndeniwakhenje,futhiimotoyakheincane,sizohamba
ngezinyawonogogo(uncleBhekahashisownfamilyandhiscarisnotthatbig,grannyandI
willwalkonfoot).

MrsThusi-mxm,(turnedtoherotherchildren)sheshanininazinganezamikhonanizogibela
imoto(makefastmychildrensothatyoucanallrideinsidethecar).

Thekidsjumpedexcitedaboutridinginacar,thiswassomethingtheywerenotusedtoo.
Lookingathowexcitedhersiblingswere,thiswasoneofthethingsthatmadeNomusawantto
workhard,thefactthatherbrothersandsistersgotthisexcitedoversomethingassimpleas
ridinginacarmadeherfeelsadbutatthesametimemotivatedhertobemoresoherfamily
couldenjoysuchprivileges.

15minuteslater....

InsideNomusa'sgrandmother'srondavel....

Nomusaknockedandgotinsidesmilingholdingabagfrom Forevernew...

Gogo-younotdressed?

Nomusa-Iwillnow,nowbutfirsthere...

Shehandsherthebag,shewatchedwithexcitementashergrandmotherlooksinside.

Nomusa-Iwasgoingtogiveyouthisforyourbirthdaybutsincethere'sanopportunityforyouto
wearthedresswhynot.Boughtyoushoes,doekandascarftomatchthewholething.Ihope
youlikeit.

Hergrandmothersmileswithtearsinhereyesassheplacesthebagsononesideandhugs
Nomusa,kissingherbothcheeks.



Gogo-yousillychild.

Nomusa-thisisnothing,justyouwaitandsee.

Gogo-(smiling)Thankyoubaby.

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD...

Villagepeoplestartedarrivingintheirnumbersaswelastheinvitedguestsfrom thecity.A
numberofcarsandquantumsparkedoutsidethegate,thesewerevehiclescarryingthe
groom'ssideofthefamily.Mthokostayedinsidehiscarwhiletherestofhisfamilyunloaded
thegiftsouts.Thesunwasout,makingtheheatalmostunbearable...

Simi-Icoulduseacoldonerightnow.

Nelly-(laughing)well,wecangoallouttoday,noneofourkidsarehere.

Simi-Ithanktheheavensforthat,Ilovemysonbuthecrampsmystyle.

Nelly-Ishareyourpainmysister.

Sandile-whatisthis?Abadmom'sclub?

Theyallburstoutlaughing....

Nelly-wordofadvicebrother,don'thavekids.

Bandile-andyoutellingusthatnow.

Nelly-whoooaaaa!!,youinforitdearbrother.

MaSiwela-don'tlistentothem,theywillprobablyfucktheirmenaftertoday.

Zenande-(laughing)hawu!!!

MaSiwela-wenayounotonetodispute,unlessdickisonyourmenutoday.

"Whoooaaa",goesaroundastheyalllaughlookingatZenande...

Sandile-thatsakillshot.

Nelly-(patshermom)damn!Woman,yougood.



MaSiwela-Iknow,nowstartcarryingsomething,we'reabouttogoin.

"Utheubhutiasizomlanda

Umakoti,utheubhuti

Asizomlandaumakoti

Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Sizomlanda

Sizomlanda

Sizomlandaumakoti

Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Sizomlanda

Sizomlanda

Sizomlandaumakoti"

TheKhozafamilysangoutsidethegatewaitingfortheZulufamilytowelcomethem inside.A
representativefrom theZulufamilystoodontheothersideofthegateandwaitedfortheKhoza
familytoplaceatokenwhichwillallowthem topassthroughthegate.Oneoftheunclesfrom
theKhozafamilyplacedR100noteontheground...

...(silence)...

TheuncleplacedanotherR100note...

...(silence)...

Afewlaughsandwhispersescapedthecrowd,finallyheplacetwoR200notesmakingthetotal
ofthemoneyplacedtoreachR400beforethemanfrom theothersideofthegatesmileand
openedthegatelettingthefamilyin,Mthokowasnotyetallowedtoentertheyard.Hewould
onlybeallowedtoenterafterthegiftingprocesswhichisformallyknownas"ukumbathisa".

Meanwhileinsidethehouse...



Nonto-(peepingthroughthecurtains)yourpeoplearehere.

Ntombi-suddenlyI'm justsonervous.

Sane-(smiling)justbecauseyougoingthroughthisthesecondtimedoesn'tmeanyouwon't
experiencejitters.

Ntombi-(giggling)I'm literallyshaking,Idon'tknowhowIwillactwhenIseehim.

Nonto-sowho'swalkingyouout?Sbani?

Sane-(laughs)ofcoursenot,we'reashermaidens.

Ntombi-sheknewthat,she'sbeingsilly.

Thembiwalkedinsidetheroom...

Thembi-it'stime,youallready?

Ntombi-yes.

Thegiftingprocesswentonsmoothly,thoughkeepingupwithtoday'stimes,noteveryone
receivedblankets.Theyoungmenreceivedsneakersandbeltswhilethegirlsgotdesigner
handbagsandshades.Thedanceofbetween"izintombi"and"Impi"wasfire,hadthecrowdto
itsfeetsasbothpartiesbroughttheirA-game.Whiletheywereenjoyingthedance;Nhlanhla
heldLungieyfrom thebacksandwhisperedinherear.

Nhlanhla-doesn'tthisremindyouofourtraditionalwedding.

Lungiey-(blushing)hmmm.

Simiwatchedwithenvyandscoffed....

Simi-Ireallyneedadrinknow.

Nelly-IthinkMthokodidbringsome,thebackofhiscarthere'sacoolerbox.

Simi-(watchingthem kiss)IthinkIwantsomethingstrongernow.

Justafteranhour,everyonewasintheirseatsreadyforlunchtobeserved.Nellyexcused
herselfasherphonewasvibratinganditwasthesittercalling.Shetriedfindingaquietplace
and,notwantingtostepinsidethehouse,shethoughtitwasagoodideatowalktowherethe
carswhereparked.Justwhenshewasabouttodailthesittersnumber,sheheardfamiliar



voices,soshestoppedandgotcloser...

Sgila-sonowyouwanttobegandbenice?WherewasallthatwhenIwantedtoapproachthis
situationinamoredignifiedmannerhuh?

MrsZulu-Iknow,IknowbutFrancisthiswillruinbothourlives.Wedon'tneedallthatdrama,
lookathowgoodthingsare,soyoureallywanttogamblewithalltheserelationships?

Sgila-Idon'tcareforanythingyousay,youpushedmedownthestairs.

MrsZulu-I'm sorry,youknowIam.Itwasanaccident.

Sgila-(laughs)accidentreally?Howconvenient,justwheneveryoneisabouttoknowofyour
dirtydoingsthansuddenlyIfalloffthestairs.Youpushedme,youknewexactlywhatyouwere
doing.Noziwedon'tthinkforasecondIdon'tknowthatyouwillingtodowhateverittakesjust
sonooneknowsofouraffairandourdaughter.

Nellyheldhermouthfrom gaspingoutloudbutsomethinghadthem suspiciousthattheywere
notalone.

MrsZulu-lookIhavewaystomakethegirldisappearandIdon'tmeankillingherbutsomething
likeofferingherajobabroad,don'tmakeanydecisionsnowbutjustthinkaboutourfamilyand
whatthiswilldotothem?Thinkaboutyourrelationshipwithyourbrother,areyoureallywilling
tofuckthatupbysomethingwehavemanagedtokeepfrom everyonealltheseyears.Ifit
comesoutnow,thanwhatwasthewholepointofhidingitfor,askyourselfthatquestion.

Nellyhid,theypassedrightwhereshewasbutfailingtospother.Shecouldnotdigestwhatshe
hadjustheard,howshewishshedidn'thavetohearallthisbutanotherpartwasgladshedid
becausenow,sheknewMrsZuludirtysecretbutshecouldn'thelpbutfeelforMrZulu.She
sighedandturnedtogobackbutstoppedonhertrackswhenMrZuluappearedrightbehindher
withanunreadableexpression.Shedidn'tknowwhattosay,somehowjustbylookingathim,
shecouldtell,hedidn'tjustappear,somethingtoldher,hewashearthewholetimeandheard
theentireexchangebetweenhisbrotherandwife.

MrZulu-thisstaysbetweenus,justuntilIdecidewhattodowithwhatwebothjustheard.

Shejustnodded,thewordscouldn'tcomeouthermouth.Shealsocouldn'treadwhathewas
feeling,hegaveoutaneutralface.

MrZulu-thisincludesSbani,Ihappentoknowverylittleisn'tsharedbetweenyoutwobutno



wordtoanyone.

Nelly-Iunderstand.......MrZu....Imeanbaba,I'm sorry.

Henodsandwalksoff,leavingherabsolutelybaffled...

SEASONTWO

Insert62

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD...

Itwasgettinglate,thecelebrationwasstillgoingonbutmajoritywerealreadydrunk.Both
NomusaandMpumiwatchedasNontowalkeduptoBlesswhowasholdingacigarettewith
onehandwhiletheotherheldabeerbottle.

Nonto-hey.

Bless-hey.

Nonto-thepartyisgettingalittleboring,doyouwanttogetoutofhere?

Hestoppedsmokingandlookedather,shedefinitelywasn'tateenagerandit'sbeenlongsince
he'sgotsome.Thegirllookedlikeshegaveonehellofarideandhenoticedthatshewashigh
ordrunkbuthereallydidn'tcare,drunkhookupsarealwayshot.

Bless-you'reNtombi'slittlesisterright?

Nonto-doyouwanttofuckornot?

Bless-(droppedhiscigaretteandsteppedonit)letgo.

Shesmirkedandfollowedrightbehindhim,Mpumiignoredthepinchinherheartandfocused
herattentionbacktotheconversationheroldpalswerehaving.Itwaswierdhavingtobenext
toNomusabutnothavemuchtosay,noneofthem hadtheguttolettheiroldpalsknowthat
theywerenolongerfriends,sotheyjustpretendedeverythingwasallgood.



Meanwhile....

NontowaswaitingforBlesstofinishpeeing,shesawZenandeblowingoutwhatseemedtobe
ajointandwalkeduptoher.

Nonto-doyoumind?

Zenandesizedherup,shewasn'treallywhatshe'dgofor,plainandnotraceofink...

Zenande-(passedherthejoint)notatall,careful,thisisstrong.

Nonto-(shrugs)I'veheardworse,sowhyyouhereallalone?

Zenande-samereasonyou'rebabe.

SomethingaboutZenandesBlondecut,piercingsandtatoosinterestedher.Zenandecaught
herlookingatherlips,soshesmirkedandgotclosertoher...

Zenande-haveyoueverkissedagirlbefore?

Nonto-(shakesherhead)No,girlsain'treallymytype.

Zenande-evenwhentheyhaveinterestingpiercingsandtatoos,(movedcloser)evenwhenyou
caughtstaringatmypiercedlipandtongue(heldherwaist)areyousureI'm notyourtype?

BeforeNontocouldanswerZenandepressedherlipsonhers,lettingthebothofthem sealthe
smokeinside,shemovedherlipsandwithinsecondsNontoopenedforherandtheymoved
togetherinsync.Thekisswasslowandsteady,ZenandepulledNonto'sdressupanddeeped
herfingerinsideher,shemoanedandgrabbedontoherhead.Blessstoppedonhistracksand
watchedthewholethingunfoldinfrontofhim.ZenandemadeeyecontactwithBlessand
smirkedasshefeltNontoshake,exhalingholdingontoher.Onceshewascalm,sheletgoand
suckedherfaceforonelasttime....

Nonto-(amazed)holyshit...

Zenandepickedherjointfrom thegroundandwinkedattheherbeforewalkingaway,she
stoppednexttoBlessandlookedathisboner,shemovedclosertohim andhadhim taste
Nonto'scum....



Zenande-onewavedown,youhavefourmoretogo,makeitcount.

Shepathisshoulderandlefthim standing,thoughhehadalcoholinhissystem butZenandeleft
him thinkingaboutherinawholenewdifferentlight....

>>>>>

SbaniledNellytooneoftheguestroomsinsidethehouse,heshutthedoorandlockedlipswith
her,afterafewseconds,theybrokethekissbutstayedineachother'sarms...

Sbani-finallyIhaveyouwithme,ifIdidn'tknowanybetterI'dsayyouhavebeenhidingfrom me.

Nelly-butyoudearfianceknowbetter.

Sbani-exactly,Imissyou.

Nelly-Iknow,sawaglimpseofyouinyourdirtyoveralls,Imustsay,Iwaslittleturnedonbythat
image.

Sbani-(smiling)hmmm,isthatsoMadam?

Nelly-yes,Ithinkyou'dplaytheperfectgardenboy.

Sbani-ofcourseIwould,Ihappentoknowalittlebushthatneedssometrimming.

Hewiggledhiseyebrows,sheplayfullyhithim andtheybothlaughed...

Nelly-yousostupid.

Sbani-onlyforyoubaby,onlyforyou.

Nelly-whenyoucomingbackhome?Iwillbeleavingsoon,It'salreadydarkandIwillbedriving
throughthesehills.

Sbani-youcouldalwaysspendthenightyouknow.

Nelly-veryfunny.....canyoudosomethingformetomorrow?

Sbani-yeahanythingforyou.

Nelly-IwantedtovisitThingo'srestingplacebuttheyardisjusttoocrowdy,whenyoufindtime
tomorrow,pleasecheckitout.

Sbani-(sighedcaressingherface)it'sthefirstthingIdidwhenIarrivedherebutbecauseyou



asked,Iwilldoitagain.

Nelly-(huggedhim)thankyou.

Sbani-anytimebabyandyoudon'thavetothankme.

>>>>>>>>

MrsZulucameouttheen-suiteandgrabbedherlotionwalkingtowardsherhusband.

MrsZulu-(handedhim thecream)canyoupleaseapplythisonmyback.

Thiswasaroutineoftheirseverynight,shewouldcomeouttheshowerandhewouldapply
lotiononherback.Butforthepastfewweeks,withhermoods,theyhavenotbeenengagingin
it.Heraisedabrowlookingather,somehowhewastryingtounderstandhowcouldshecheat
onhim withhisownbrother.Heknewshewasn'tthenicestofpersonallthetimebuthehad
neverthoughtshewastheunloyalanduntrustworthytype.

MrsZulu-IknowIhavebeenactingoutlately,IunderstandthetortureIhaveputyouthrough.
Youwereright,justlikeyoualwaysare,Ineedtostopbeingselfish.

Eachmomentthatpassed,hiswifebecameastrangertohim,someonehedidn'tknow,shewas
nowherenearthewomanhemarried.Thenerve,hereshewasnow,smilingathim.Hetooka
deepbreathandpouredthelotionintohishands...

MrZulu-sit....(hestartedmoisturizingherback)I'm gladyoufeelingmuchbetter.

MrsZulu-(smiling)withahusbandlikeyou;whatmorecouldonewant.

Hefelthisstomachturnatthatstatement,butslowlyrepeatingacalmingmantrainhishead.

>>>>>>

SimiburpdumpingthelastbottleofatwentyfourpackofCorona.Shelookedaroundand
everybodywasoccupiedwithsomething,shewastheonlyonesittingalone.Suddenlyshewas
feelingallemotional,itwasdefinitelythealcoholgettingtoher.Sheremovedherheelsand
remainedbarefoot,shestoodupandalmostlostherfootingbutmanagedtobalanceherself.



Sheweepednotknowingwhereshewasgoingbuteventuallyfoundherselfinanisolated
rondavel.Shedidn'tcaremuchthatshehadnoideawhotheownerwas,butthebedlooked
inviting.Sheclosedthedoorandjumpedonthebedbutlandedonafiguresleeping.Sandile
groanedopeninghiseyes,Simi'swerealreadywideopenlookingbackathim.

Sandile-(confused)Simi?

Insteadoftalking,shejustgotoverwhelmedandcried,hebecameevenmoreconfusedandhad
noideawhattodo.Sohejustopenedhisarms,lettinghermeltinhisembrace.

Simi-what'swrongwithme?I'vetriedeverything,everythingtogethim toloveme,wellloveme
likehedoesher,lookatmethesamewayhelooksather,laughwithmethesamehelaughs
withher.Iknowhelovesmebutit'ssoeasywithher;soeffortless.Why?Whycan'titbethe
samewithme?Whycan'thetouchmelikehedoesher?Whycan'theopenlyflirtwithmelikehe
doeswithher?Iwashiswifefirst,Ifuckinggavehisassason,someonetocarryhislastname.
IthoughtIcouldhandlethispolygamythingbuthetakesapartofmeeachtimeIseethem
together.

Sandilejustheldher,shecriedforaboutthirtytofortyfiveminutesbeforeshestoppedandall
thatcouldbeheardwasherhiccupsandsniffing.Itwaswhenshewastryingtowipehercheeks
from thewetnessthatsherealizedhewasshirtless,hedidn'thaveasixpack,noratoned
definedbodybuthewasingreathealthyshape,thewarmnessofhischestwasallsheneeded.
Shetracedhischestwithherfingertips.Thefeatherytouchmadehim uneasybutatthesame
timehertouchwassoft,sendingmixedsignalstohisintestinesandthelowerpartofhisbody.
Rationalpartofhim knewthatitwasthealcoholinhissystem gingeringhim totheseforbidden
thoughtsbuthecouldn'tdenythelonging.Hegrabbedbothsidesofherface.

Sandile-Simi

Simi-IknowbutIneedthis,Iwantthis.

Shepushedhim backandsatonhim withherlegswideapart,hopelesslyunbuttoningthe
buttonsofherblouse,Sandileheldontoherlovehandles,pushingawaythevoicetellinghim
thiswasabadidea......(CONTINUATIONFOUNDINTMOLHOUSE)

>>>>>>>>

Earlyhoursofthemorning,itwasstilldark,Sandilewaswokenupbyaloudbangingonthedoor,



justwhenhewaslettingthestrainleavehiseyes,thedooropenedandhetensedlookingatthe
doorandatSimilayingnexttohim...

Bandile-Bro,wegottogo.

Sandile-Dudewhatthefuck?Getout!!!!

Bandile-(laughing)whoooaaachill.....wait,isthatagirlnexttoyou?Myman,youscored
yourselfavillagenubbie.

Sandile-BANDILEOUT!!!

BythewayBandilewaslaughing,hecoulddetectthathistwinwasstillverymuchdrunk.

Bandile-(puttinghishandsup)okay;I'm leavingbuthurryandgetdressed,wegottogo.It's
3:00am.

Hewasabouttoleavebutstoppedandturnedtohisbrother...

Sandile-Whatnow?

Bandile-Iwantedtoaskifyou'veseenSimi?We'vebeenlookingforhereverywhere(shakinghis
head)sheprobablyleftwithNelly.AnywaysBro,getupandyouneedtotellmeallaboutthis
nubbie,snapapictureofher.

Sandile-(warningvoice)BANDILE!!!

Bandile-(laughs)Okay,okayIam going.

HeclosedthedoorandSandilequicklygotup,shakingSimitowakeupashegatheredhis
clothes..

Simi-hmmmm.

Sandile-Simiwakeup,wegottogo.

Shewhinedholdingherforeheadwhichhadsharppainradiatingfrom it.Hermouthhadan
awfultaste,thealcoholhadn'tcompletelylefthersystem butshecouldthinkmoreclearlynow.
ShefinallyopenedhereyesandwhenshesawSandilegettingdressed,shetensed,hereyes
scanningthesceneinfrontofher,whenthepiecesfinallyformedaclearpicture....



Simi-ohmyGod!!!

Sandile-(threwherclothesather)whateveryouthinkingandfeeling,saveitforlater,wegotto
go.

>>>>>

Bandile,Zenande,wereallwaitingbythecarslookingtiredanddrained.

Shaka-(laughing)Idon'tknowhowweallgotthisdrunk.

Nelly-(laughs)weneedatleasttwodrivers,I'm hopingSandileissoberwhereheis.

Sbani-ifpeoplegetthisdrunkwhenitonlyjustuMembeso,Idon'twishtoseetheactual
weddingday.

Nelly-nowI'm gladyouconvincedmetoactuallystaylonger,thiswouldhavebeenadisaster.
Where'sBless?

Sbani-goodquestion,hiscarisherebutIhaven'tseenmuchofhim.

Theyheardshuffling,itwasSandilewithSimibehindhim walkingtowardsthem.

Nelly-Simi?Ithoughtyouleft?

Sandile-Ithoughtyouleft?Thatwhatthisidiotsaid(pointingathisbrother).

Nelly-(laughs)What?He'stheonewhotoldmeyouwenttosleepandItoldhim togowakeyou
upsowecanleave.

Sandile-(shakinghishead)clearlyhe'sstillfucked.

Justlikethat,thequestiondirectedatSimiwasforgotten,shewasgladforthetimebeing,
honestlyshehadnoideawhatheranswerwouldhavebeen.Justwhentheywereallaboutto
leave,NomveloandQinisocamerunning,withherwearingQiniso'sjacketandhim holdingher
shoesforher....

Shaka-(laughs)wow!!!Dokotela!!!

Nomvelo-(smiling)Idon'twanttohearitShaka.



Nelly-(laughing)Idefinitelywanttohearitbutlater.

Qiniso-youguyshavetowaitalittle,NtombiiscomingwithMthoko.

Nelly-SafaukukhokhakaZulu,umkhwenyanausasemagcekeni.

Theyalllaughed....

AWEEKLATER.....

ATZANDILE'SHOUSE.....

Siphoknockedintowhatusedtobehisroom withhiswifebutnowbelongedtoZandilealone...

Sipho-canwetalk?

Zandile-yeah,givemeaminuteandIwillmeetyoudownstairs.

Sipho-Iwashopingwecantalkhere,thekidsarewatchingtvinthelounge.

Shesighedandpointedhim tothecouch...

Sipho-thekidshavenoticedthechangesinourhome,Iwashopingtheywouldn'tbutIwas
wrong.

Zandile-(sighs)wellItoowashopingtheywouldn'tnoticeuntilIgottositthem downand
explainthings.

....(silence)...

Zandile-yini?Whatareyouthinking?

Sipho-ourfamilyhasgonethroughthemostthisyearand....

Zandile-who'sfaultisthat?

Sipho-Iwasgettingthere,IknowIdestroyedourmarriagebutlosingOwethubrokeme,broke
youbutIguessIunderestimatedhowmuchitaffectedtheboys.Theylosttheirsisterandnow
thehavehisfearoflosingtheirhome,thesamehomethattheymadememorieswithOwethu,
theylosingtheirsafeheaven,theirfamilyandtheonlyconstantstructureintheirlives.Isawthe



fearandhurtinSanele,Zahourboyistakingeverythingandlockingitinsidehim.

Zandile-(frowned)whatareyousaying?

Sipho-I'vehurtthisfamilyandleteveryonedown,Idon'twanttodothatagain,infactIwon'tdo
itagain......whichiswhy,Iwon'tbesigningthedivorcepapers.I'm notdisturbingmyboyshome.

Zandile-(laughsindisbelief)yougottobefuckingkiddingme?Youwon'tWhat?It'stoolate;the
damageisdone.Theboyswilllive,theynotthefirstkidstohavetheirparentssplit.

Sipho-(annoyed)wellI'm notbreakingthisfamily,I'm notsigningthepapers,youjustgoingto
havetodealwithit,youstuckwithme.

Sheraisedherhandtoslaphim buthegrabbedherwriststoppingherhalfway...

Zandile-letgoofme.

Sipho-anotherthing,youneedtostartchangingthewayyouaddressme,I'm themanofthis
family,givemesomerespect.IfuckedupIgetitbutnowwestartingacleanchapter.

Heletgoofherandwalkedout.Shesatthereannoyedathisignoranceinthiswholesituation.
Butshewouldbedamnedifhethoughtusingtheirkidstogethiswaywasgoingtomakeher
fallforit.SherusheddownstairstogiveSiphoapieceofhermindbutstoppedwhenshesaw
hersonintears,aponhearinghermother'sfootsteps,sheturnedtohim...

Zandile-Sanele,what'swrongbaby?

Sanele-isittrue?Youdivorcingdad?

ZandilefrownedlookingatSipho,hefoldedhisarmsandraisedhisbrowlookingather...

Zandile-howdareyou?

Sanele-soit'strue?

Zandile-(triedtouchinghim)babyI....

Sanele-(screamed)Nodon'ttouchme,Ihateyou,IwishIcoulddieandleavethisfuckedup
family.

Zandile-(angry)I'm stillyourmother,youdonottalktomelikethatorinthattone.

Sipho-(grabbedhisarm)apologizenowandIneverwanttohearthatf..wordcomingoutyour
moutheveragain.



Sanele-(shruggedhim off)leavemealone,youweregoneforweeksandnowyouwanttostart
playingdad,Ihatebothofyou.

Hestormedoffwithbothofthem callingbehindforhim tocomeback...

Zandile-areyouhappynow?Howcanyouuseourkidstofightyourdirtybattles?Idon'tknow
whyIstillexpectyoutobebetter,nothingevercomesoutfrom youpeople,everythinghastobe
dramatic,wellthisisn'tBroadwaybutyourkidslives.

Sipho-(laughs)youpeople?Theunderpaidpolicemansdickmustbegoodhuh?

Zandile-what?Youwanttotasteit?,nothingisofflimitwithyou.

Sipho-maybe,releavehim from yourstagnantpussy.

Shecursedhim outandslappedhim hard,hepushedheroffwiththesameamountofforceand
thebackofhishandconnectedwithhercheek.Hermouthformedan"O"withtherealisationof
whatjusttranspiredbetweenthem.

Zandile-youhitme.

Sipho-andyouhitme,didn'tIwarnyounottolayahandonme?Youaskedforthis?Youtested
mymasculinityandmadeamockeryofmysexualpreferences,calledmenamesforIt,bitch
beingoneofthem.Nowunderstandthisdearwife,thisbitchwillgiveithotjustlikeitwas
dished,wordofadvice,threadcarefullynexttime.

Zandile-(teary)uyinjaSipho!!!!(you'redog).

Shescreamedhittinghim andscratchinghisface,Talentehidbehindthewallaponwatchinghis
parentsgoatitwitheachother.ThistimeSiphojustkeptonroughlypushingheroffhim...

Zandile-hitme!!!!hitme!!!!,thatwhatyouhaveresortedtoo,notonlyareyouafaggot,disgrace
tomanhood,sorryexcuseofahusbandandfatherbuthaveaddedwomenbeatertoeverything.
NGISHAYESIPHO!!!!!!(HITME!!!).

Siphojustpushedheroffhim,shefellonthefloorandstayeddowndefeated,shestarted
ballinghereyesout.WhenTalentenoticedhisfatherwalkingtowardshim,herantohisbrothers
room butSanelewastooangryandfocusedonhisownfrustrationstonoticethedistressand
fearonhisbrothersface.Hecrawledtohisbedandlaidnexttohim,tooclosethatSanele
shruggedhim offandfacedtheotherway,increasingthevolumeonhisheadphones....



ATSBANI'SHOUSE......

ThenannywalkedinsidetheloungeandtookNkanyeziawayfrom herdad.Sbanisatstraight
andlookedathissiblings...

Shaka-yousaidthiswasimportant.

Sane-itis,Idon'tthinkSiphoiscomingsoIwillgetrightintoit.

Shaka-beforeyouevensayanything,(laughs)ntombazaneune'liver,requestingtomeetatyour
enemieshouse.

Sane-(rollseyes)thisisSbani'shouse,I'm welcomedanytime,anyways,I'm worriedaboutdad,
he'sbeenveryquiet,Idon'tknowifyoutwonoticedthatsomethingisupwithourparents.

Shaka-honestly,Ihaven'tpaidthatmuchattentiontodadbutIknowmom hasbeenmoody
lately,soIhavejustbeenavoidingheratallcosts.

Sbani-Ifiguredsomethingwaswrongwiththem,doyouthinkit'sanythingweshouldbeworried
about?Imeanmarriedpeoplefighteverytime.

Sane-Iknowbutit'sjuststrange,Idon'twantthem todivorce.

Shaka-(smiles)don'tworrykiddo,peopletheiragedon'tdivorce,whateveritis,theywillworkit
out.

Sbani-Ipersonallydon'twanttoinvolvemyselfintheirbusiness,especiallywhenmom is
involvedweallknowhowsheis,fornowIsaywedonothing,Ibelieveifit'sanythingweneedto
knowdadwilltellus.

Sane-whendidyoubecomesodistancetous?hereIam tellingyousomethingiswrongwith
ourfamilybutyounotinterestedinfindingoutabouttheissue.Whenyougoingthroughshit,all
ourlivesstopbutyoucan'teventakeaminuteoutyourtimetoatleasttalktomom,weallknow
she'snotokay,wesawhermood.

Shaka-SisiIdon'tthinkitbecauseSbanidoesn'tcare,he'sbasicallysayingletnotjumpthegun,
forallweknow,itmightbenothingatall.

Sane-(rollseyes)youdon'thavetoagreewithhim allthetimeShaka,Sbanihasbecomeavery
selfishperson,probablyalwayswasbutnowhe'sjustextra.IfthiswasNelly,hewillbeturning
everystoneandjumpingeverybuildingtomakesuresheisalrightandshe'snotevenyourwife.
I'm notaskingSbani-(sighs)fine,IwillcallherbutSaneI'm notyouragemate,Idon'tcarethat
youthinkbeingamarriedwomanandsuckingdickmakesyouthinkyoucantalktomelikethat.
I'm stillyourolderbrother.

Shaka-IguessI'lltryandtalktodad.

Sane-thankyou,I'm notgoingbacktoPretoriauntilIknoweverythingisokay.NowcanIgosee



mynieceandnephew?

Sbani-(nods)theyinthenurserywithmam'Sarah.

Shaka-(laughs)youguysfinallyfoundananny?

Sbani-wehadtoo,IlovedeachmomentplayingsuperdadbutIcan'tgetnoworkdoneand
thesekidswerestartingtobecockblockers,specificallyNkanyezi,suddenlymyangelwasn'tso
cuteanymore.

Theybothlaughed,asmallmomentofsilencepassed...

Shaka-doyouthink,thisthingwithourparentsisanythingweshouldworryabout?IfI'm being
honesttherewasatimeattheceremonywhereIfeltlikedadwasn'thimself.

Sbani-Idon'tknow....(thinking)thoughmom'sbehaviourhasbeenoff,Ihavefeeling
babo'Mdalaknowssomething,backattheSibiya's,Iwalkedinonthem andIcouldswearI
disturbedaheatedconversationandjustbeforeuMembesosheoutoftheblueaskedmeabout
Siya'sgirlfriend.

Shaka-(confused)Buhle?

Sbani-yeah,Ithinkthat'shername,itwasjustwierdbutIdon'tseehowitcanlinktoherand
dadortheconversationIwalkedinonbetweenherandSgila.

Shaka-yeah,itmakesnosense.ButIcouldaskSiyaifmaybeBuhlementionedanythingtoher
aboutmom.

Sbani-(shrugs)Iguessatthispointweneedallthepiecestothispuzzle.

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE...

Supperwasjustawkward,verylittlewordsweresharedaroundthetable,prettymucheveryone
kepttothemselves.MrZuluwasn'tpresentatthetableandthatconfirmedeveryone's
suspicionsthatallwasnotwell.AsmuchasMrZuluhadtriedtokeepafront,certainodd
behaviorsfrom him didn'tgounnoticedbyhisfamily.

Thembi-Ithinkitistimewegobackhome,wehaveoverstayedourwelcome.

Sgila-yeah...(thinking)haveyounoticedanythingstrangewithmybrother?

Thembi-(openedthecovers)Ithinkweallknowsomethingisup,firstitwasNoziwenowit's
yourbrother.Idon'tthinkeverythingisokayintheirrelationship.

Sgila-wehaven'thadourusualbondingsessioneversincewecamebackfrom home,everytime
Itryandtalktohim,hebrushesmeoffandalwaysinarush.



Thembi-whatevergoingonbetweenthem,it'sbig,haveyouseentheeyebagsonNoziwe,it
obviousshe'snotsleepingmuch.

Sgila-(swallows)youthinkso?

Thembigetsinsidethecovers...

Thembi-yeah,(looksathim)areyougettingin?

Sgila-uhmm,yeahbutIneedsomethingfrom downstairsfirst.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,shesattherepartofherhurtwiththerealisationthathewas
probablygoingtoseeMavis.Shewantedtofollowhim butsheignoredthaturgeandsighed
coveringherselfwiththecomfort....

Insidethemasterbedroom....

MrsZulusatonthefloorofherroom weeping,tissueswereeverywhere,shelookedupwhen
sheheardfootsteps,withhopetoseeherhusbandbutfrownedatthesightofSgila...

MrsZulu-Ineedyoutoleave.

Asmuchasthelastconversationtheyhaddidn'tendwell,hethoughthehatedherbutlooking
atherdevastedface,hisheartfell.

Sgila-IwasgoingtoknockbutIheardsoftcries,he'snothereishe?

MrsZulu-obviouslynot,otherwiseyouwouldn'tbestandinghere.

Sgila-Ziwe....Iknowyoudon'twanttohearthisbutthroughitallIwillalwayscareaboutyou....

MrsZulu-(sniffing)youdamnright,Idon'twanttohearyousayallthatrubbishtalk.

Sgila-.....whichiswhyIhavetakenthedecisiontogobacktoJoburg,Icameheretohelpmy
brotherandI'vedonethat.

Shestoppedcryingandwidenhereyeslookingathim...



MrsZulu-what?

Sgila-(nods)I'm leavingandyouwereright,thisfamilydoesn'tneedtobetornapart,everyoneis
happyanditshouldbekeptthatway.AsmuchasIwanttoknowmy...ourdaughterbutwetook
adecisionandvowedtokeepherawayandthatwheresheshouldbe,awayfrom usandaway
from thisfamily.

Shequicklystoodupandwalkedtohim,holdinghishands...

MrsZulu-(shakingvoice)she'sbeautiful,perfectandhasthesameearsasyouandQiniso.
She'sourdaughterSgilabutyouunderstandwhywecanneveracknowledgethatorevenaccept
her.Iwishwenevergottoseeherbecauseknowwehavetoloveherfrom adistance.

Sgila-themomentIsawherIknewwhoshewas,Iwouldnevermistakenthoseeyes(staring
intoherdeeply)...onceaponatimeitwasthesameeyesthattookmybreathawayandI
instantlyknewmylifewouldneverbethesameagain.Shehasyoureyes.

MrsZulu-whatarewegoingtodowithNganono?

Sgila-leavehim tome(wipeshertears).

MrsZulu-(hugshim)thankyou..

ATSBANI'SHOUSE.....

Laterthatnight....

Mam'SarahcameinsidethestudytoletNellyknowthattherewassomeoneatthedoor...

Nelly-didyouopenforthem?

Sarah-Nomadam,IwasjustmakingNsika'sbottlewhenIheardacarenginestopandthe
buzzerwentoff,shouldIwakemnumzane?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)No,it'sfineI'llcheckitout.

Sarah-areyousuremam?Whatifit'sanarmedrobbery?

Nelly-(laughs)thisisaprivateestateresidency withtopsecurityMa,gocheckonthekids.

Nellytightenedhergownbeltandwalkedtothedoor,sheopenedthedoorandMrZulustoodon
theoppositeside...



Sbani-Baba....

ShewasstartledtoseeSbanicomingbehindher,shesteppedasideandletMrZuluin...

MrZulu-sorrytodisturbyoursleep.

Nelly-uhmm No....youdidn't,itjustsohappensthatweweren'tsleepingatall,youwelcome
anytimeMrZ...baba.

MrZulu-(smiled)Ngiyabonga.

Sbani-iseverythingokay?

Nelly-uhmm babeitsthemiddleofthenight,whydon'tweletbabasleepandyoutwocantalk
inthemorning.

Sbani-(sighs)okay....anddon'tthinkyou'reforgivenforsneakingoffthebedtogodoyour
officework.

Nelly-Ijustneededtwohours(turnedtoMrZulu)I'llgogettheroom readyforyou....

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....tolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert63

ATSBANI'SHOUSE.....

Sbanihandshisfatheracupofcoffeeashetakesasitnexttohim ononeofthekitchenhigh
stools.

MrZulu-thankyou....

Sbani-youwanttotalkaboutwhat'sgoingon?Thisismebaba,youknowIhaveyourback
always.

MrZulu-Iknowson,Iknow.

Sbani-Sanewashereyesterday,worriedaboutyouandmom'sbehaviour,she'sconvinced
somethingisup,Iwasn'tkeenatfirstbutlookingatyounow,shouldwebeworried?Isanyof



yousick?Imeanyouguysneverhaveheatedarguments.

MrZulu-Nooneissick.....meandyourmothervowedtoneverletanyofyouwitnessourfights
andarguments,wejustdidn'twantthatenvironmentsforyouandyoursiblingsbutitdoesn't
meanwedidn'targue.IwillbehonestwithyoubecauseoutofallmychildrenIknowyou'rethe
onetomostlikelynotpush.YourmotherandIaren'tinagoodspacerightnow,Ican'texactly
tellyouwhy,whenIdo,youandallyoursiblingswillbepresent.

Sbani-(nods)wellfeelathomeMageba,soyouhaveanyplansfortoday?

MrZulu-Iwashopingtojustspendtimewithmygrandchildren.

Sbani-(smiles)youdon'tknowwhatyou'vegottenyourselfinto.

MrZulu-(laughs)don'ttellmetheyjustlikeNoma?

Sbani-evenworse,IwillbetakingNkanyezitothespecialistforherroutinecheckup,they
suspectshe'sautisticandachildprodigy.

MrZulu-isn'tshetoosmallforthem tomakesuchdiagnosis?

Sbani-yeahsheis,that'swhyshehastheseroutinecheckupsandsomeexerciseandsmall
activitiestheygiveherbutImustsay,sheamazesthem allthetime,onnotsogooddaysshe
justrefusestocorporate.

MrZulu-she'sstillababyandapproachinghertoddleryears,thesefrequenttestswillannoyher.
Youknowhowthesedoctorsare,shewillbecometheirpetpuzzleproject.

Sbani-IsaidthesamethingtoNellybutwewanthertobeabletotalk,maybebeingina
differentenvironmentwillhelpher.ItjustgetstomewhenIseeherisolatingherselffrom
otherskids,she'sjustsoquiet.

MrZulu-I'veheardstorieswheresuchkidsstayhalfoftheirlivesunabletotalkandsomestart
beingabletotalkwhentheyadultsorteenagers.Iguessitcan'tkilltotrybutpleaseconsider
thatshe'sstillababy,shemightcranklaterandstartmumbling.Itnotuncommonwhenyou're
bornatwinortriplettodeveloplaterthanyourothersiblings.

Sbani-(sighed)yeah...

ATCHECKERS....

Simipushedbothherson'sstrollerandtheshoppingtrolley.SandilestartinglookingforSimi
betweenthedifferentaisles,hefinallyspottedherbythecerealsection.Heplacedhisphone
insidehispocketandwalkeduptoher.

Simi-youstalkingmenow.

Sandile-(grabbedthetrolleyfrom her)maybeifyouansweredyourphoneIwouldn'thaveto
traceyourwhereabouts.



Simi-soyouabusedthestatesresourcesforyourownpersonalgains.

Sandile-Simiyouknowwehavetotalk,youcan'trunawayfrom thisforever.

Simi-there'snothingtotalkabout,wehadsex,sowhat?Justforgetaboutit.

Sandile-sothisistherouteyouwanttotake?Tojustpretendasifnothinghappened?

Simi-exactly.

Sandile-okay.

Simi-(stoppedandlookedathim)SandileI'm amarriedwoman,I'm amotherandnottoforget
thatI'm olderthanyou.WhathappenedbetweenuswasjustadrunkmistakewhichIwillhave
tolivewiththeguiltfortherestofmylifebutIlovemyhusbandandIwanttobewithhim.

Sandile-hedoesn'tappreciateyou,yousaidityourself,whyyoudoingthistoyourself?You
knowyoudeservebetter.

Simi-(laughs)andyouthebetter?Please,you'rejustaboy.

Sandile-I'm notsayingleavehim forme,Idon'twantarelationshipwithyou,thesexwasgreat
butlikeyousaid,itwasjustsex.I'm sayingyoudeservebetterbecauseIdon'twanttoseeyou
becomingthewomanthatcheatsonherhusbandjustbecauseshefeelsunappreaciated,that's
notyou.

Simi-youdamnrightit'snotme,Idon'tcheatbutIloveNhlanhla,helovesmetoo,Ijustneedsto
stopcomparingmyselforourrelationshiptohiswithLungiey.Marriageisnotagame,you'll
understandonedaywhenyougrowintoamanbutnowyou'rejustboy,youdon'tknowanything.

Sandile-wow,okay,Imaybeaboybutitnotrocketsciencetoknowwhensomeoneisbeing
mistreatedbutwhatdoIknow?I'm justaboyright?.Ifyouwanttogetoutofthissituation,love
yourselfmore.Nowwhatareyoubuying?

Simi-youdon'tneedtohelpme.

Sandile-(shrugs)I'm alreadyhere,soleadtheway.

ATTHEINTELLIGENCEHEADQUARTERS....

Moses-(deepvoice)Shaylininmyofficenow.

Heclosedthedoorandeveryonelookedatherasherheartpounded,shedraggedherfeet
walkingtoherbossoffice...

Shaylin-youwantedtoseemesir.

Moses-takeasit.



Shaylin-isthereanythingIcanhelpyouwith?

Shenervouslyplayedwithherfingers,Moseshasbeeninaverybadmoodforthelastcoupleof
weeksinfacttheycan'trememberthelasttimehesmiledandwashappy.Theywereallwalking
onthinice...

Moses-where'smyson?

Shaylin-uhmm,Ithinkhe'sonlunchsir.

Moses-(looksathiswatch)lunchendedanhourago,sotellmeShaylin,howoftendoesmyson
taketheselonglunchbreaks?

Shaylin-notthatmuchsir,I'm surehehasanexplanationforwhyhe'sthislate.

Moses-(laughs)howlonghaveyoubeenworkingformeShaylin?7-8yearsmaybe?

Shaylin-7sir.

Moses-7,that'sagoodnumber,wouldn'tyousay?

Shaylin-(clearsherthroat)uhmm,yessir.

Moses-anemployeewho'sbeenwithmethatlongisanemployeeIshouldbeabletotrust,a
servantwhowillalwaysbeloyaltome.

Shaylin-alwayssir.

Moses-Good.....NowIwillaskagain,wheredoesmysongoduringhisbreaks?

Shewasabouttospeakbutheheldouthisfingerforhertokeepquiet...

Moses-I'vebeenlookingatmyson'stimesheets(tossesthem toher)what'srecordedthere
doesn'tmatchwiththetimesinthecctvfootage.NowIknowhehasn'tbeendoinganywork
thathe'sbeenassignedtoo,thoughhisbeenaccessingawholelotofconfidentialfiles,files
thathehasnobusinesslookingat.

Shaylin-butthatisimpossiblesir,hehasnosecuritydetailstoaccesssuchfiles.Theonlyfiles
hehasaretheonesyoutoldmetogivehim.

Moses-exactly,youclosetomysonright?I'veseenyoutwoaroundeachother.

Shaylin-(nods)yes,wetalk.

Moses-he'sbeenusingyourinitials(keycard)toaccesseverything,nowyouknowwhyhe's
beenbuddy,buddywithyou.

Shaylin-what'shisgainingfrom this?



Moses-Idon'tknowbutthat'swhatI'm goingtofindout.SomeonehasitoutformeandI'm
startingtothinkmysonjoiningmeherewasn'tjustbycoincidence.

Shaylin-whyyoutellingmethissir?

Moses-becauseInolongertrustanyonehere,youoneofthosepeopleItrust.Ineedyoutospy
onmyson,getclosertohim thanyoualreadyare.

Shaylin-sir,he'syourson.Maybeit'sjustcuriosity,he'sbeenveryexcitedabouthistasks.

Moses-exactly,he'stooexcited,tooeagertoknowthings.Ishouldhaveseenitfrom the
beginningthatitwastoogoodtobetrue.Findeverythingyoucanonhim,Ialreadyhave
someonelookingintohiswhereaboutsforthepastmonthandahalf.Theydon'tknowwhothey
messingwith...

45minuteslater.....

ShaylinwaitedforMosestoexitthebuildingbeforeshegotupandheadedtotheladies,shegot
insideoneofthecubicalsandtookoutherphonedialingSandile....

Ringing....

Sandile-(smiling)Shay.

Shaylin-(talkingfast)wherethehellareyou,yourfatherknowssomethingup,he'ssuspiciousof
everyoneandheaskedmetolookintoyou.(Shaking)Ishouldhavenevergottenmyselfinvolve
inthiswholething.Youfuckingusedmyinitialstoaccessthesecretroom.Howcouldyou?

Sandile-ShayI'm sorrybutIreallyneededthatinformation,waitingfortwoweekswasn'tgoing
tocutit.IknowIpromisednottofuckyouoverbutIneededthataccess.

Shaylin-andyoudecidedtousemycard?Doyouknowwhatyourfatheriscapableof?Whatthe
governmentiscapableof?Whenyouworkforinteligenceyousignapledge,youbreachthat,
youdie.Youcan'tplaywithintelligenceinformation.Sandilewefucked,yourfatherknows,Isaw
itinhiseyes,heknows.

Sandile-don'tpanickokay,nothingimplicatesyourightnowbesidesyourkeycardwhichIcan
justsayIstole.

Shaylin-youdidstealit,Inevergaveyoupermissiontouseit.

Sandile-fine,I'lltakethefallokaybutonlywhenwetiedtoacorner.Rightnowyougobackto
workandactnormal,Iknowmydad,ifheknewsomething,youwouldn'tbetalkingtome
rightnow.Hesuspectssomethingbuthasnothing,ifwepanicthanwegivehim reasontodig
deepinourdirection.

Shaylin-heaskedmetospyonyou,whatshouldIdo?Hewillexpectingareport.



Sandile-leaveitalltome,Shaypleasestaycalm,Nopanickingokay?

Shaylin-okay....

"Fuck",waswhathesaidbeforeendingthecall....

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

MrsZulutriedherhusbandsnumberforthe57timesanditstillsenthertovoicemail.She
sighedandpacedaroundtryingtofigureoutwherehecouldbeandwhyhedidn'tcomehome.

Sgila-he'sstillnotbackyet?

MrsZulu-(shakesherhead)No,whatifsomethinghappenedtohim,thisisunlikehim tojust
disappear.

...(silence)...

MrsZulu-whatareyouthinking?

Sgila-he'sbeenactingweirdlately....whatifhe...

MrsZulu-(shakesherhead)No,itcan'tbe.

Sgila-thanhowdoyouexplainhim notbeinghome,Iknowforthelastthreedayshewasn't
sleepinginyourroom.

MrsZulu-that'sbecausehedozedoffwhileworkinginhisoffice,whenhedoesthatheusually
crashesattheguestroom nexttohisofficebecausehewillbetootiredtowalkupthestaircase.

Sgila-Idon'tknowwhattothink,he'sjustnothimself.

MrsZuluwasabouttospeakbutNganonowalkedinsidethekitchen,theybothstoppedand
turnedtohim...

Nganono-yourhusbandsaidtoletyouknowhewillbehereaftersupper,hehassomethingto
discusswiththefamily.

MrsZulu-I'vebeentryingtocallhim,howcomeyouwereabletoreachhim?

Nganono-aftersupper,donotforget.



Heleftthem standingtherelookingateachother...

Sgila-whatdoyouthinkhewantstotalkabout?

MrsZulu-Idon'tknow.....(panicking)ohmyGod!!!WhatifNganonotoldhim everything?

Sgila-Idon'thaveagoodfeelingaboutthis...

ATSBANI'SHOUSE.....

Man-(shakeshishand)pleasuredoingbusinesswithyousir,yourwifewilllovethehouse...

ThemangreetedNellywhojustenteredthehouse,shewaitedforthestateagenttoleave
beforesheplacedherbagsonthesideandwalkeduptoMrZulu...

Nelly-youboughtherahouse?

MrZulu-(nods)yes.

Nelly-(confused)shesleepswithyourbrotherandyougetheranewhouse?

MrZulu-Iknowwhatmywifeandmybrotherdidbehindmyback,whatIwon'tdoisexplain
myselftoyou.

Nelly-NgiyaxolisabababutI'm justconfused,shebetrayedyounowyoubuyingherahouse,it
makesnosensetome.

MrZulu-itdoesn'thavetomakesensetoyoubecauseit'snoneofyourbusiness.

Shewatchedhim leavetheloungewithhisphoneonhisear...

Nelly-yhoooo...

Laterthatevening....

Nelly,SbaniandMam'SarahwerehavingsupperwhenMrZuluappearedandtookasitnextto
Alicia.TheysharedbriefeyecontactwithNelly.....



Sbani-Ialmostthoughtyouweren'tgoingtojoinus.

MrZulu-myphonecalltooklongerthanIthought.

Nelly-(standsup)(looksatAlicia)comebabyyouwillfinishyourfoodupstairs.Excuseme.

Sarah-mam,youcanfinishyourfood,I'llrunherbath.

Nelly-(smiled)No,sitandenjoyyourfood.Youdothisallday,theleastIcandoisrelieveyou
whenI'm here.

Sheleftthetable,Sarahsensingthatthefatherandsonneededtotalk,sheexcusedherself
too....

MrZulu-wisedecisiontohireanolderpersontotakecareofthekids,youdon'twantanything
disturbingpeaceinyourhouse.

Sbani-ifNellyhadherway,therewouldbenohelpatallinourhousehold.

MrZulu-(laughs)she'salovelygirl,keepheraround.

Sbani-that'stheplantyma.

MrZulu-I'm goinghomeaftersupper,Ineedyoutocomeaswell.

Sbani-doesthishaveanythingtodowithmom?

MrZulu-yeah,IhavesomethingIneedtosharewithyouandyoursiblings.

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE......

Zandiletriedforthe10thtimeforSaneletoopenhisdoorbuthewouldn'tbudge.Sincehis
outburst,hehasn'tsaidonewordtoeitherherorSipho.Shewasworriedthathewasn'teating
anything,hedidn'ttouchhisbreakfastandpurposelylefthislunchathome.

Sipho-weneedtogo,thesitterishere.

Zandile-goIwillmeetyouthere,Idon'tknowwhyyouthinkI'lldriveinthesamecarasyou.

Sipho-Iwasn'taskingyouZandile,(grabbedherwrist)let'sgo,myfamilyiswaiting.

Hedraggedherdownstairsandletgoofherhandwhentheymetwiththesitterdownstairs...



Sipho-weonourway,youhaveournumbersincaseofemergencies.

Lady-yessir.

Zandile-myoldersonisinhisroom,hehasn'teatenhisdinner.Pleasetakeittohim.

Lady-willdomadam,youbothhavealovelyevening.

SiphonoddedandgrabbedZandile'shandwalkingtothecaroutside...

Zandile-soyougoingtouseforcewithmeallthetime?

Sipho-itseemstobetheonlylanguageyouunderstand(opensthecardoorforher)getin.

Shesighedandgotinsidethecar,thedrivewassilent....

"Inthemoodforsomewineanddining?"-MrCuntie

SheglancedatSiphobeforetypingback...

"Nottonight"

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

Thefamilygatheredinsidethelounge,whileeveryonewascurioustowhytheyweresummoned,
SgilaandMrsZuluweretheonlyonestensedaboutthewholesetting.Nganonowastherelaxed
ofthem all.Theyallstoppedtalkingwhentheyheardthecarenginestop,afewsecondslater,
footstepsmadetheirwaytothelounge.SbanisatnexttoQiniso,MrsZulutriedtoreadher
husbandbuthehadthemoststraightexpressionshe'severseenhim wore.Justbyhisface
alone,theyallknewshitwasabouttohitthefan,theyfeltlikekidswhohavesinnedawaitingfor
punishment.

MrZulu-thankyouallforcoming,Iwon'tbelong.

MrsZulu-babawhere....

Heheldhishandoutforhertoshutup,helookedaroundandhiseyesfoundMavis...



MrZulu-didyoudowhatIasked?

Mavis-(nervous)yessir.

MrZulu-Good,bringthebagsdown,askyourcolleaguesforhelp.

Hisdeep,authorativevoicefilledtheroom andvibratedineveryone'sears.Noonedaredtosay
anything,theywerejustscared,thissideoftheirfathertheyhaveneverseenbefore.MrsZulu
stoodupconfusedwithshesawMavispushinghertravelbags,theyallturnedandrecognized
theirmother'sexpensivesuitcases...

MrsZulu-what'sgoingon?Whataremybagsdoingouthere?(heartpounding)Mageba
kwenzakalani?

Sane-Dad?

MrZulu-Children,yourmotherwillnolongerbestayingunderthisroof,awifewhohasgoneout
ofhermarriageandfoundcomfortinthehandsofanotherman,accordingtotraditionshe
shouldmoveoutofhermaritalhomeandshouldbebuiltarondavelfarawayfrom themain
house,sheshouldliveinthatspaceinshameofherfilthyactions.Weindifferenttimesnowso
insteadofbuildingyouahouseoutsidethisone,Iboughtyouanewone.Noziwe,from hisday
onwardsyou'renevertosetfootinsidethishouse,youwillstillbeaZuluwife,shouldIwishto
visityouIwilldosoinyournewspacebutIassureyouthatnoneofthatwillbehappening.
There'snothingthatIhaven'tgivenyou,yetyoufelttheneedtoseekanotherman'stouchand
notjustanyman(looksatSgila)butmyownbrotherandbreedhisseed.Yourhousewillbe
readytomorrowfortonightyouwillsleepinthemaidquarters.

MrsZulu-(crying)(kneeling)canIexplain?Please...

Shetriedtotouchhim butheremovedherhandawayfrom him...

Qiniso-yousleptwithyourbrotherswife?Irrespectiveofthetimesmom hasforgivenyoufor
yourcheatingscandals,yousleepwithyourbrotherswife.What'swrongwithyou?

Thembi-Qiniso!!!

Qiniso-NoMa,enough!!!Howlongwillyoustayinthissham ofamarriage,asifsleepingwith
girlsyoungenoughtobehisdaughtershegoesandembarrassesyouagainbysleepingwithhis
brotherswife,thesamebrotherwho'sgivenmeajob,ashareinhisownbloodandsweat.He's
beenmakingafooloutofeveryonehere,fuckthisshit,Iam ashamedtobeyourson.

Sgila-Boydon'ttalktomelikethat,I'm yourfather.

Qiniso-(stoodupannoyed)Don'tdeflectfrom yourshit,faceyourbrother.Youwanttoexercise



yourballsbyactingmachowithme.Faceyourbrotherfuckingdisgraceofaman.

Hekickedthetableandwalkedout.MrsZuluwasstillkneeledonthefloorcryinghereyesout...

Sgila-Thembi...

Thembi-(shakesherhead)No,yououtstanding,whenitcomestodisappointingandkillings
onespeace,youonyourownlane,competingwithnoone.Bravomnyeniwami(laughsin
disbelief)nowitallmakessense.

ThembiturnedtoMrZulu...

Thembi-I'm sorry.

MrZulu-youwon'tapologizeforsomethingyouhavenothingtodowith.Iwon'tletyou.

Thembinoddedandlookedateveryonestillseatedbeforesighingandwalkingout.Shakawas
annoyedbySane'scryingandfrustratedlystoodupandwalkedout....

Shaka-Fuckthisshit!!!

Sgila-Bafo....

MrZulupunchedhim sohardthatasbigashewas,hestumbledholdinghisbloodyjaws.

MrZulu-Idon'twanttohearanythingfrom you.

Sbani-where'sthebaby?

Theyallturnedtohim...

Sbani-youmentionedmamagettingpregnantbyhim,where'sthebaby?

MrZulu-I'm sureyourmotherwillbedelightedtoanswerthatquestionforyou,where'sthebaby
Noziwe?



Shefailedtoanswerthem andjustkeptcrying,NganonostoodupandsignaledMavistocome
foward...

Nganono-escorthertowhereshe'sassignedtosleep.

MrsZulu-I'm notgoinganywhere,Babakhepleaselistentome....

MrZuluclickedhistongueandwalkedout,bothSbaniandSiphosawthetearsintheirfathers
eyesbeforehewalkedout.Sbaniknewhewasangryandheneededtogetoutofthishouse
beforeheexplodes.HestoodupreadytogobutSgilacalledoutforhim...

Sgila-Sbanindodanapleasehelpmewithyourmother,wecan'tleaveherherelikethis.

Sbani-(laughs)youfuckingkiddingme?Iknowyoudidn'tjustsaythatshittome.

ZandilejumpedandheldSbaniback....

Zandile-it'sokay,Iwilltakecareofher,justgobecauseIcanseeyoualreadystartingtoseered.
Youwaytocalm andthatworriesme,gohometoNellyandthekids.I'm sureyoudon'twantto
dosomethingstupidtolandyoubackinjail.

HeletgoZandileandwalkedout,sheturnedtoSipho...

Zandile-youokay?

Sipho-(brusheshisfacestressfully)Idon'tknow.

Shewalkedtowardshim andbrushedhisbackinacomfortingway...

Zandile-it'salottotakeinandtonightthereisn'tmuchtodoorevenaddresswhatjust
happened.Everyoneisintheirfeelings,Ithinkitbestwejustgohome.

Sipho-yeah,Iwillbeinthecarwaiting,don'tbelong.

Shenoddedandwatchedhim disappearbeforeshewalkeduptowhereMrsZuluwasand
kneelednexttoher...



Zandile-Mama

MrsZulu-I'm notleavingmyhouseZandile,howcanIsleepinthemaidquarters,me?Ishe
serious,Ijustwanttoexplainthings,whywon'theletme?Ilovehim Zandile...

Zandile-(heldherclose)IknowMabutbabaishurtrightnow,givehim time.Youdon'thaveto
sleepwiththemaid,youcanbookahotelorcomestaywithmeandSipho.

Shenearlychokedwhensayingthat,honestlyshedidn'twantherstayingwiththem because
themselvestheyweregoingthroughalotbesidesshewasn'tsureifSiphowouldlikethatidea....

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert64

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

Nellywokeuptoanemptybed,Sbani'ssidewascoldandjustbylookingatit,sheknewhe
didn'tsleepatall.Whenshewasdonebrushingherteeth,shewentontoopenthecurtains,
lettingthesunin,whensheopenedtheglassdoorleadingtothebalconyforfreshair,shesaw
him seatedoutsideononeofthecouches.Shenoticedthepackofcigarettesandabottleof
Hennesseynexttohim butwhatsurprisedherthemostwasitwasalluntouched.Sosheslowly
cameoutandstoodinfronthim,blockingthesunfrom hisface.Hepulledhertohim,making
hersitonhislap,shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandkissedhischeek...

Sbani-Iwantedtosmokethewholepackanddrinkthewholebottle.

Nelly-whatstoppedyou?

Sbani-Iaskedmyselfwhy?WhydidIwanttosmokeanddrinkwhenthiswholethinghasgot
nothingtodowithme.

Nelly-(smiling)I'm proudofyou,theoldSbaniwouldprobablyhavesmashedeverythinghe
cameincontactwithandturnedthewholeplaceupsidedown.

Sbani-(laughs)notforgettingpissingafewpeopleoff.

Nelly-exactly,thisthingwithyourmom andyourunclewill....



Thesmilefrom hisfacevanished,hemovedherfrom hislapandstoodupfacingher,shewas
stillconfusedbutthanwhenitfinallyregisteredwhatslippedhertongue,itwastoolate,her
facialexpressionsaiditall...

Sbani-howdoyouknowaboutmymom andSgila?Ihaven'tsaidanythingtoyouaboutlast
night?

Nelly-uhmmm...(scratchesherhead)(fakedsmiled)didIsayyourmom anduncle?Imeanyour
mom anddad,Imeanitobvioustheygoingthroughsomethingright?

Sbani-(foldedhisarms)Idon'tknow,youtellme?Oryoustillwanttoactafoolandpretendto
notknowwhatI'm talkingabout.

Nelly-babe...

Sbani-lietomyfaceagain?JustdarelieNelly.

Nelly-(sighs)okayfine,Iwantedtotellyoubutyourdadaskedmenottoo.

Sbani-forhowlong?

Nelly-isitimportant?Imeanyounowknow,whyyouneedtoknowallthat.BabeIhatedkeeping
thissecretfrom youbutlikeyousaid,itwasn'tmybusinessandIneededtogiveyourdadhis
spacetodealwiththisthewayheseesfit.

Sbani-howlongNelly?

Nelly-sinceuMembeso.

Sbani-wow!!!

Nelly-babe...

Shetriedholdinghim buthebackedawayandleftwithoutgivingheroneglance.Shesighedand
wentbackinsidethehousetogetreadyforwork....

ATBUHLEANDMPUMI'SAPARTMENT....

Mpumi-soBlessisstillhangingaroundthisgirl,Imeanhowoldisthatgirl?Shelooked18butI
guesshelovesthem youngandimmaturelikethatmxm.

SheplacedherphoneonthecounterandraisedherbrowlookingatBuhle...

Mpumi-andthan?



Buhle-youneedtostopstalkingthatgirlonInstagram.

Mpumi-(laughs)ohplease,likeyouhaveneverstalkedyourexnewthingonInstagram but
asikholapho,what'supwithyouandstaringintospace?

Buhle-(sighs)I'm justthinkingaboutthatstrangemanwhowashereyesterday,soyoureally
thinkhewassentbyMrZulu?Evenifhewas,whatbusinessdoeshewantwithme?Firstitwas
hiswifenowhim.ImeanImadeitclearIwasnotinterestedinherjoboffer.

Mpumi-firstIknowhewassentbyhim becausehe'spartoftheZulufamily,wellforbeing
strangeIwon'tdenythatbecausehealwaysgavemechillstoo.Bab'Nganonoisoneofthe
respectedeldersofthecommunity,throughgrapevinesI'veheardhe'samedium.

Buhle-medium asinlikeheseesthings?

Mpumi-(shrugs)allegedlyheisonebutyoucan'treallytrustvillagetalk.

Buhle-doyouthinkIshouldgo?

Mpumi-wellI'm curiousastowhattheywant,ain'tyou?

Buhle-Iwon'tlieIam andI'vealwayswantedtohavesomeonelikedoareadingonme,ifhe
reallydoesseethings,thanmaybehecantellmeIwillbeabillionaireinfuture.

Mpumi-(laughs)mxm,wouldn'tyouwanttoknowsomethingseriouseitherthanbeinga
billionaire.

Buhle-(gaveherthe"duh"look)what'sbetterthanknowingyougoingtobeabillionaire?

Shewasthinkingofawaytosaythiswithoutupsettingher,withthetimeshe'sknownBuhle,her
parentswasanogoareatopicbutshewasgoingtoaskeitherway....

Mpumi-Idon'tknow....Youtellingmeifyougivenanopportunitytoknowsomethingabout
yourself,you'dchoosetoknowifyou'dbeabillionaireornot?Likewhat'stheonethingyouwish
toreallyknowaboutBuhle?

Buhlessmiledisappearedwhenshesensedwhichdirectionthetopicwasheadingto,the
atmosphereinsidetheroom changedandinthatmomentMpumiregrettedherdecisionto
push...

Mpumi-(ashamedandregretful)I'm sorryfriend....

Buhle-(shakesherhead)DON'T!!!!

Shegotupfrom thestoolandstormedinsideherroom,bangingthedoorshutbehindher.



ATZULU&SON'SCO.....

Bridget-Mam youhavetwominutesbeforeyourmeetingstarts.

Nellynoddedandfixedherselfbeforegatheringherfilesandwalkingout.Insidetheboardroom
NdabukoandhisfatherwerealreadyseatedwhileQinisoandMrZulu'sseatswerestillempty.

Nelly-gentlemen.

Shegreetedgivingthem anodofacknowledgementbeforetakingherseatoppositethetwo
men.

MrSibiya-MissSiwela,howlongshouldwewaitforyourpeople?

Nelly-(lookedatherwatch)theyshouldbeherebynow.

MrSibiya-wedon'thaveallday.

Nelly-excusemeforaminute.

MrSibiya-great!!!

Nellywalkedouttheboardroom andheadedstraighttoMbali'sdesk...

Nelly-isQinisoin?

Mbali-(shakesherhead)No,I'vebeentryinghiscellforthepasthour,hemissedallhis
meetingstodayandallmorningI'vebeenapologizingtoourclients.

Nelly-I'm guessingyouhavingthesameproblem reachingShakaandSiphotoo.

Mbali-yeahandMrZulu,isthereanythingineedtoknowbecauseseriouslyIdon'tknowforhow
longIcankeepdodginggivingourclientsanswers.

Nelly-(stressfullysighs)howmanymeetingsdoesQinisohaveleftfortoday?

Mbali-givemeasecond.......He'sgotthreeleftandShakahasameetandgreetwithournew
contractorsatthedeport.

Nelly-fine,don'tcanceltheremainingmeetings,Iwillseetoit(turnstoBridget)arrangesafety
gearforme,mylaststopwillbethedeport.

Bridget-yesmam.



Herdaykeepsgettingworse,shewasalreadynotinbestofmoodswithSbaninottalkingtoher,
hermorningmeetingwasexcruciatingaswellandnoneoftheZulu'scametoworktoday,giving
heranawfulamountofworkload....

Nelly-(takingherseat)sorryaboutthat(sighs)I'm afraidMrZuluandourCEOwon'tbejoining
ustoday.

MrSibiya-(annoyed)wecameherefornothing,youpeoplearewastingourtime.

Ndabuko-(lookedathisfatherbeforelookingatNelly)it'sunprofessionalonyourpartbutI
believewecanreschedule?

Nelly-(shrugs)that'stotallyuptoyou,I'm here,youbothhere,Iseenoreasontopostponethis
meeting.

Ndabuko-okay,whatdoyouthinkSotobe?

MrSibiya-IpreferdiscussingthiswithZulubutIsupposeIcangiveyouachance.

Nelly-(rolledhereyes)soisthatayes?

Ndabuko-let'shearit.

Nelly-ourrelationshipiscomingtoendwithSibiyaEnterprises,nowIknowyouwishtocontinue
thisrelationshipbutallofknowhowthisrelationshipcameabout,thetermsinwhichitwas
formed.(Handsthem adocument)ThoseareournewtermsshouldSibiyaEnterpriseswishes
ustorenewtheircontract.

Therewassilenceasthetwomenbrowsethroughthecontract...

Ndabuko-youtripledthepercentage,thisisdaylightrobbery.

Nelly-(shrugs)takeitorleaveit.

MrSibiya-(threwthecontractbackonthetable)thisexactlywhyIwantedtodiscussbusiness
withZulu,thishereyoungladyisrubbish.

Nelly-sincewestartingofferingyouourservices,SibiyaEnterpriseshastripledtheirprofits,now
weallknowwhyourrateswherelow.NowyouoffnousetoZulu&Son'slogisticstherefore
shouldthisrelationshipcontinue,wemustbenefittoo.

MrSibiya-sincewhendoyouwantbloodmoney?IfIremembercorrectlyyouweretheone
preachingagainstourprinciplesofbusiness.

Nelly-Istilldon'tagreewithyourbusinessprinciples,howeverifthere'sonethingI'm notand
I'veneverbeenisadenialperson.Zulu&Son'sisamultimillioncompanybutasexcellenceas
ourtrackrecordis,welackverymuchinourCSRdepartment.Themoneyweaccumulateso



longsaswekeepthispartnership,allfundswillgotoourCSRprojects.

Ndabuko-makessensebutweneedtorenegotiatethispercentage,it'stoohighandyouknowit.

MrSibiya-(standsupfrustrated)thiswasacompletewasteoftime,there'snowayI'm agreeing
tothesestupidterms.TellZulutocallmewhenhe'sseriousaboutdoingbusiness.

Hegrabbedhisfilesandwalkedoutmutteringcursestohimself...

Ndabuko-whatareyoudoing?IthoughtIagreedwithSbanithatyoupeoplewerestillgoingto
dobusinesswithus.

Nelly-andwe'rebutatapricejustlikewedowithallourclients.

Ndabuko-that'saridiculousnumberandyouknowit,myfatherwillneveragreetothis.

Nelly-(stoodupannoyed)wellthat'snotmyproblem.

Ndabuko-yougoingtofuckthisupforus,wehadanagreementwithSbani.

Nelly-Sbaninolongerworkshere,IdonowifyouwillexcusemeIhaveanothermeetingto
attendto.

Hewatchedherwalkouttheroom annoyed,hefrustratedlygrabbedhisphonedialingSbani's
number...

Ringing....

Sbani-what?

Ndabuko-Idon'tknowwhatthefuckisgoingonbetweenyouandNellybutshejustpresented
usacontractwitharidiculousnumber.

Sbani-I'lltalktoher.

Ndabuko-Goodbecausewedon'tneedanagitatedSibiya,thiscouldfuckthingsupbeforethey
evenstart.

Sbani-IsaidI'lltalktoher.

ATTHEGASARESIDENCE....

MosesandhismenopenedSandile'sroom,everythingwasinorder,thiswasthefirsttimehe's
seenhisson'sroom tbisclean,thisaddedmorereasontosuspectsomethingwasup...



Man1-whereshouldwestartlooking?

Moses-turneverythingupsidedown,I'm surethere'ssomethinginhereandtakeeverydevicein
here.

Themennoddedandstartedpullingthingsout.MrsGasalookedatthemanwalkingoutwith
herSandile'sthings,sheplacedthefewgroceriesonthefloorandmadeherwayupstairswith
herhandsonherhips...

MrsGasa-Moses,what'sthemeaningofthis?

Moses-isthatall?

Man2-yessir,there'snothingherebutwetookeverypaperwefoundandfile.

MrsGasa-(stoppedthemanfrom living)I'm notlettinganyofyoustepoutthishousewithmy
son'sthingswithouttellingmewhat'sgoingon?

Moses-Iwillexplainlater,letthemengo.

MrsGasa-I'm notmovinguntilyouexplain.

Hewasgettingimpatientwithhiswife,hegrabbedhertothesideandthemenpassedthrough.
Shetriedtoforcefullywiggleherselfawayfrom him buthehadatightgrip..

MrsGasa-(shouting)you'vestartedwiththisbehavioragain?Everythingwasgoingwell
betweenthetwoofyounowyouruiningit.What'swrongwithyou?

Moses-what'swrongwithme?It'syourson,he'sgangingupwithsomeonetotakemedown.

MrsGasa-(confused)takeyoudown?Areyouhearingyourself?That'snotevenpossible,
Sandiledoesn'thavetheforceorpowertotakesomeonelikeyoudown.

Moses-yeshedoesn'tbutthepersonhe'sworkingfordoes,Iwasstupidtofallforthecrapof
him wantingtofollowinmyfootsteps,astupidwanna'berapperslashpolitician,Ishouldhave
beenmorewise.

MrsGasa-Moses!!!!Areyouhearingyourself?

Moses-whycan'tyoubelievethething'sI'm tellingyou.Yoursonstoleoneofmyworkers
keycardtoaccessarestrictedarea,howdoyouexplainthat?

MrsGasa-okayfine,sayhedidthat?Whatinthosefilescouldhepossiblygain?Arethereany
filesmissing?

Moses-Nobuthecouldhaveusedausbtodownloadfrom ourserverortakenpictures.Idon't



knowwhattothinkanymore,Ineverthoughtmyownsonwoulddothistome.DOYOUTHINKI
WANTTHISTOBETRUE?HE'SMYSON....

Shecouldseehowallthishastakenatollonhim,helookedstressanddefeated.Gonewasthe
confidentMosessheknewbutthanagainsheknewthathewasonlythiswaybecausehewas
inthedarkandhasnocontroloveranything.Shemovedclosertohim andcomfortedhim ina
soothingway...

MrsGasa-okay,okaybaba.Iwilltalktohim.

Moses-pleasedobecauseifIdofindouthe'spartofthistakedownMosescampaign.....it
betteryoudon'tfindout.

Sheswallowednodding,feelingconflictedandtornbetweenherhusbandandson.Shesilently
prayedthatallthiswasjustaminormisunderstanding.Mosesjobmeanteverythingtohim,she
wastherewhenhefoughttoothandnailtogetIt,thoughtherparentsmoneyhelpedhim jumpa
fewstepsbuthewasinthestruggleanditwasn'tjustajobbutsomethingwaydeeper...

ATUKZNSPORTSGROUNDS....

Nomusaseatedonthebleachersandwatchedastherugbyteam dotheirwarm ups.Shetook
outherchocolatecrossiantandcoke,leaningcomfortablyassheletthefreshnessand
fluffinessofthepastrydoughmixedwithchocolatesaucemeltinhermouth.Sheheard
someonechucklingnexttoherandsheopenedhereyeslookingforwhotheculpritwas,she
raisedherbrowlookingattheguyinagreysuitlookingather...

Guy-(smiling)thatwasthemostcutestthingI'veeverseen,wellmaybethesecondcutest
Lambo'spuppyfacegetsmeallthetime.

Shewasstillconfusedtowhotheguywasandhecertainlylookedoutofplacewiththesuithe
waswearing.Hehadacolgatesmileandsmelledreallygood,sheneverreallypaidattentionto
howaguysmellsuntilsherodeinSbani'scar,eversincethatday,she'sbeenpayingattentionto
everyguyscologne....

Guy-I'm beingwierdain'tI?DamnI'vebeenoutthegamefortoolong....(broughthishandout
forashake)ThatoRadebe.

Nomusa-(shakinghishand)NomusaThusi.



Thato-pleasuretomeetyouNomusaThusi,nowarechocolatecrossaintsyourthing?

Nomusa-(smiles)Iguessandisblabbingtostrangersyourthing?

Thato-(laughs)hmmm,smoothverysmoothbuttoansweryouno,Iactuallycan'tremember
thetimeItalkedtosomeoneandenjoyedit.

Shenodsandgoesbacktoeating,shewatcheshim ashescrollsonhisphone.Afewminutes
passwithnoneofthem talkingandwithintheseminutes,hisphoneneverlefthishand...

Nomusa-areyouoneofthoseforexguys?

Thato-(burstoutlaughing)(lookedatherintrigued)whatmakesyouthinkI'm aforexGuy?

Nomusa-wellforoneyouhavebeenonyourphonesinceyousathere,thisisacampusandyou
haveonasuitwithaRolexwatchwithBalmainshoes,I'm confused,whyyouhereifnottosell
thislifestyletonaiveuniversitystudents.

Thato-(laughsshakinghishead)makessensebutI'm noforexguy,justThatoandifyou
weren'tsofocusedinthatcrossiantofyours,youwouldhavenoticedmearrivingwithmysister,
she'sheretowatchherboyfriendplay.

Nomusa-soundslikeyoudon'tliketheboyfriend?

Thato-(shrugs)Ijustthinktheybothcoulddobetterbutit'snoneofmybusiness.(Chuckles)I
willneverlookatforexguysthesameagain,youfunnyMissThusi.

Nomusa-(smilesandshrugs)what?Theygoouttheirwaytosellthisfakelifestyleoftheirs.Do
wantsome?(Offeringhercrossianttoher).

Thato-Nothankyoubutsweetofyoutooffer.

Nomusa-moreforme.

Thato-andIgettosmilewatchingyoumakethatfaceagain.

Theybothlaughedandwentbacktosittinginsilence,shekeptglancingathim andsomething
aboutthisguywasrefreshing,hedefinitelywasn'tthebroadshoulders,gym bodytypebuthe
definitelyhadherattention....

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

Nganono-Itakeiteveryonehastakentheirtimetoleteverythingsinkin,processingitisanother
storybecauseweareyettodiscovermoretoday.

Qiniso-whatworsethanfindingoutyourfathersleptwithhisbrotherswife.



Shaka-honestlyinthisfamilyyouneedtopreparefortheworst.

Sane-(looksatShaka)Idon'tthinkyoushouldevenbeangryaboutthiswholething,youslept
withyourbrotherswifetoooryouhaveforgotten?

Zandile-thisisnotthetimeSane.

Sane-No,youguysarejustbeinghypocrites,doublestandards.YouangryatMaforsomething
thathappenedlongtimeagowhileeveryoneinthisroom hasdonesomefuckedupshit.Don't
evengetmestartedwithyourdramaSipho.ShakasleptwithNtombiandtheyslaughtereda
goattoappealtotheancestors,whycan'tMaandbabo'Mdaladothesamething?

Shaka-IguessIam mymother'sson.

Qiniso-Iain'tmyfather'sson,he'sthereasonIrefusetoevenconsiderlovingsomeone's
daughter,Ifearwillbetheexactreplicaofhim andconstantlyhurther.(Annoyed)(lookingat
Nganono)Babawithallduerespectbutdowehavetobehere?

Nganono-Icalledyoudidn'tI?

Qiniso-yebobaba..

Nganono-Ithinkthatanswersyourquestion.Zuluspeaktoyourkids.

MrZulurubbedhisfacestressfully,itwasevidenthehadnosleepatall,helookedtiredand
agedabit.MrsZuluwasweepingsoftlyasshesatonthematfacingdown....

MrZulu-tomorrowmeandyourmotherwillbetravelingtoeMtshingwane,yourmother'sfamily
willbetheretoaddressthiswholesituation.AsIhavementioned,yourmotherwillnolongerbe
stayingherebutwillhaveherownhousewhichallofyouarefreetovisitheranytime.Nowyou
allknowIwasmarriedbeforeImarriedyourmother.ShewasasecondwifetomeafterSipho's
mother.Iam anoldmanthereforeIneedsomeonebymysidetotakecareofme.

Sane-youtakinganotherwife?

MrZulu-SITDOWN!!!!

Sanesawherfatherwasn'tjoking,shesatbackonherseat...

MrZulu-yourmotherandSipho'smotherweresisters,whenSipho'smotherdiedyourmother
tooktheplaceofbeingmywife.

Sbani-whatareyousaying?Yougoingtobehandedanotherwife?

MrZulu-Idon'tknowwhatyourmother'sfamilyhasplannedtocoverfortheirdaughtersshame
butwhatcertainisIwillbetakinganotherwife,itmightnotbeoneI'm givenbyNoziwe'sfamily



butIwillbetakingonedefinitely...

MrsZulu-WHAT?!!!!

MrZulu-ungizwileNoziwe!!!(Youheardme).

MrsZulu-overmydeadbody,nowomanwillcomeandstayinmyhouse,never.

MrZulu-justwatchandseeorandbythewaytellthekidstheyhaveanewsisterandwhileyou
atit,tellthem howtheyalreadyfamiliarwithwhosheis.

TheyallturnedtotheirmotherwaitingtohearwhatshehastosaybutSbani'sheardwas
alreadycalculatingtheodds.....

Sbani-itBuhleisn'tit?

BothMrsZuluandSgila'seyeswiden...

Sbani-ImeanitmakessensewhyyouwantedhernumbersobadanditwasjustrightafterI
walkedinonthebothofyouhavingaheatedconversation.Itherisn'tit?

Sane-who'sBuhle?

Shaka-BuhleasinSiya'sBuhle?

Sbani-yeahher.

MrsZulu-(crying)pleaseforgivememychildren.

Sane-Ihadasisterallalong?

Shaka-she'solderthanSanesothatmeansyoubothcontinuedthisaffairevenafterSbaniandI
wereborn,isSaneevenourfathersdaughter?Areweourfatherschildren?

Itwaslikesomeoneknittedeveryone'smouthastheyallconsideredthepossibilityofallof
them beingSgila'skids.ForthefirsttimeMrZulufoundhimselfdoubtingthepertinityofallhis
threechildren'swiththeexceptionofSipho.

Sipho-ImeanIalwayswonderedwhyShakawaslight.

Shaka-(annoyed)WHATTHEFUCKDOESTHATSUPPOSETOMEAN?

Sane-he'srightnoneofourparentsarelight?Youtheonlyone.

Shaka-SHUTUP!!!!Maybeyoutheonewho'snotdad'schild,Imeanlookatyourearstheyjust



likeQiniso's.

Sbani-stopthisshit,fightingamongsteachotherwon'thelp.Mom needstostarttalking.

Shaka-whataboutyou?Maybeyouwereadopted.

Sipho-Iwouldn'tbesurprisedhe'stheunstableone.

AllhellbrokelooseinsidetheZuluhomeasthechildrenstartedfightingwithoneanother,
ThembitookthetimetostareatSaneandherheartpounded.

Nganono-UMSINDO!!!!!!(QUIET).

Theyallstoppedandturnedtohim,heorderedeveryonetogobacktotheirseats.Whenthey
triedtoprotesthejustgavethem a"don'ttryme"look.

Nganono-theproblem witheveryonehereisthatyouallthinkyouentitledtothings,youall
stubbornandspoiled.Ithankmyancestorsfornotgivingmekids,ifanyofyouweremykidsI
wouldhaveyourlongaxedyourheads(clickedhistongue).Nowwegoinghometomorrow
morning,thosewhowishtoaccompanyusinthisjourneyfeelfreebutnooneisforced.Noziwe
youhavenogroundsinfightingyourhusband,youhaveshamedandfailedinbeingawifeto
thismanthereforeyoushallsuffertheconsequences.Thismanwilltakeanotherwifeandthat's
notupfordiscussion.SgilayouknowwhatyouhavetodoandThembimydaughterIfeelyour
painunfortunatelythere'snothingIcanhelpyouwith.NoziweallwillberevealedtomorrowbutI
wantyoutorememberthosewordsIsaidtoyouinsideyourcar(looksatMrZulu)prepare
yourself,itwillgethardbeforeit'sgetsbetter.Youalldismissed.

ATSBANI'SHOUSE.....

Sbaniwalkedinsidetheroom justasNellywalkedoutthebathroom massagingherneck.They
bothglancedateachotherwithoutsayinganything,shestartedtodroppillowsonthefloorand
gettingthebedready.Hewalkedinsidetheiren-suitebutstoppedhalfwaywalkingbackto
whereshewas....

Sbani-Ndabukocalledme.

Nelly-please,I'm tiredandIdon'treallywanttotalkaboutwork.

Sbani-welldoyouwanttotalkaboutyoukeepingsecrets.

Nelly-(stoppedwhatshewasdoingandturnedtohim)IsaidIwassorryokay,Iwaswrongfor



keepingthisfrom youbutwhatdidyouwantmetodo,itwasn'teventhatlongwhenIfoundout.

Sbani-that'snotthepointNelly,haditbeenmekeepingsomethingfrom you,I'dbenursingyour
feelingsrightnow.Whathappenedtousbeforeanyone?

Nelly-(annoyed)okay,I'm sorrySbaniIfuckedup,bigdeal?Youknownowdon'tyou?

Sbani-(laughedindisbelief)bigdeal?

Nelly-yesbigdeal,Idon'tunderstandwhyyoupunishingmeforyourmother'swhoring...

"SLAP"....

Everythingstoppedwhiletheybothtriedtofigureoutwhatthefuckjusthappenedbutthe
burningandstingingarchonhercheekwasevidentenoughtobringherbacktoreality...

Nelly-(angrilycrying)(screaming)YOUHITME!!!

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO

Insert65

ATSBANI’SHOUSE…..

Hiswholebodywentinshockashestoodtherewatchinghershoutathim crying.Theinstant
rednessonherleftcheekwasevidenceofhowhardhehadhither.

Sbani-(scared)Babe….

Nelly-NO!!!!!

Hetriedtomoveclosertoherbutinherangrystate,shestartedgrabbingeverythingshecould
reach,throwingalltheobjectsathim,heduckedafewobjectsbutsomelandedonhim.What
hewasn’treadyforwasthelaptopthatcameflyingtohisface,itnearlytookhiseyeout,that’s
whenheknewthatshewasn’tplaying.Hequicklygrabbedbothherhands,shecursedhim and
screamedkickinghim



Nelly-(shouting)youpieceofshit!!!Whothehellareyoutoputyourhandsonme?Doyouknow
whoIam?Doyoufuckingknow?

Sbani-babeI’m sorry!!!

Nelly-yousorry?Yousorry!!!!Fuckyouandyoursorryass.(Kickedhim)getyourhandsofme.

Sbani-ifIletyou….

Hedidn’tfinishhissentence,shekickedhim betweenhislegsandhegroanedinpainlettinggo
ofherhandsimmediately,shetookthechancetokickhim downandrunforthedoorbuthe
suckeditupandgrabbedherfootmakingherfallinstantlybutonquickreaction,insteadof
landingonthewoodenfloorshelandedonhim.Hegentlypushedheroffandranforthedoor
lockingitandremovingthekeyfrom thekeyhole.

Nelly-whatareyoudoing?

Sbani-babyI’m notlettingyouleavethisroom withoutsortingthisshitout?

Nelly-openthedoorSbani!!!

Sbani-notuntilyouhearmeout.

Hewalkedtothebalconyanditwasalreadytoolateforhertostophim from throwingthekey,
theybothwatchedasitdippedinsidethepool.Shescreamedmoreloudlyhittinghischestbut
heliftedherupandcarriedherlikeasackofpotatoesclosingtheglassbalconydoorand
lockingit.Shebithim….

Sbani-(threwheronthebed)FUCK!!!!

Shetriedescapinghim againbuthepushedherbackonthebedandgotontopofher,caging
bothherarmsandlegsfrom moving.Heflinchedlookingatherredcheekwithanimprintofhis
hand,shestoppedfightinghim andhecouldslowlyfeelherbodygivingupbutwhatgottohim
wasthehurtinhereyes,hewipedhertearsbuttheyjustkeptcomingandwhensheavoided
lookingintohiseyes,rightthanandthereheknewhehadfuckedthingsup…

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE….

ThatodrovehisBMWi8insidetheyard,oncethecarwasclosertothefrontdoor,hestoppedthe
carandturnedtoNomusa.



Thato-soyou’rerichkid?

Nomusa-doesitchangeanything?

Thato-(shrugs)timewilltell,sowillIseeyouagain?

Nomusa-yougotmynumber,impressmeRadede.

Thato-(smiling)ohhhdearLord,whydidyouhavetosendmeaslayqueen.

Nomusa-(laughs)mxm,I’m leaving.

Thato-ngiyadlala!!!I’m travelingtotheFreeStatesforthreedays,IwillcallyouwhenIgetback,
willthatbeokay?

Nomusa-(frowned)whydoyouhavetocallmewhenyougetback?Callmewhiletraveling,call
mewhenyouarriveanddefinitelycallbeforeyousleep.

Thato-(laughs)yesmam….

TheywerebothstilllaughingwhenBless’scarparkedrightnexttotheirs,Nomusasighedand
grabbedherbag.ThatoflashedhislightsandlaughedindisbeliefasherecognizedwhoBless
was….

Thato-isheyourbrother?

Nomusa-somethinglikethat.

Thato-(nods)Iwillcallyoulater.

Shenoddedandwaitedlookingathim,hechuckledandgaveherapeckonthelips.Shegrinned
feelingherstomachturn.Shegotoutthecarandwavedathim.Thatodroveouttheyardand
NomusaturnedtowalkinsidethehousewithoutlookingatBless.Heimmediatelyfollowed
behindherandgrabbedherarm turningheraround….

Nomusa-YINI?!!!!(WHAT?)

Bless-whatthehellwasthat?

Nomusa-(shruggedhim off)Mxm,it’sjustthat,thatwhatitis…

Bless-areyouthatdesperateforamanwithmoneythatyougoingaroundsearchingforevery
richmaninumhlanga?

Nomusa-notthatit’sanyofyourbusinessbutIhappentoactuallylikethisguyandIguessthe
richoneshappentolikeme.



Bless-(laughs)doyouknowwhoheis?Youthinkyouactuallystandachancewithhim?

Nomusa-Idon’tcarewhatyouthink,sofuckofmybusiness.

Bless-soyouweresleepingwiththisguywhileIwaseatingyourpussy,you’rebitch.

Nomusa-okay.

Bless-Ifeelsorryfortheguy,sodoyourselfafavourandpretendtobeamutebecauseone
wordfrom yourmouthhewillberunningforthehillswithalltheshitthatcomesoutofit.

Nomusa-okay.

The“okay”boiledhim,herunbotheredandboredtonegottohim.

Bless-(sighedshakinghishead)Iwillneverunderstandyou.

Nomusa-don’teventrytoobecauseI’m notonetobeunderstood,ratherfeeltheheatthat
comeswithmelikeyoufeelingitnow.

Bless-what?Idon’twantyou,Idumpedyouremember.

Nomusa-(laughs)ifthathelpsyousleepatnightthansobeit.Stupidboy.

Shepushedhim outthewayandheadedupstairstoherroom…

Thenextday…

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE….

ItwasaslowmorningfortheZulufamily,Maviswasn’tsureifsheshouldevenmakebreakfast
becauselastnight,MrZuluhadmentionedthattheywillbeleavingearlyinthemorningand
indeedjustasshewasabouttostartbreakfast,MrZulucamedownstairsandtoldhernotto.
Shenoddedandcontinuedwithherdailyactivities.NganonocamedownandjoinedMrZulu
pouringhimselfacupofcoffee.

MrZulu-youpacked?

Nganono-readywhenyou’re.

MrZulu-(looksatthetime)weshouldbeonourway,Idon’twanttokeepthefamilyand
Noziwe’sfamilywaiting,plusthesoonerwegetthismatterdoneanddustedwiththebetteritis
foreveryoneandwecangoonwithourlives.



Nganono-(nods)Iwishitwasaseasyasyouputitouttobe.Ndodanayou’rehurtandIknowas
amanithardtoacknowledgethatsideofyoubutifyouwanttohealfrom this,allowyourselfto
feelwhateveremotionisinsideofyou.

MrZulu-I’m notshyingawayfrom myemotions,I’m handlingthismatterthebestwayIcan,
neverhaveIthoughtI’dbefacewithsuchasituation,hadthishappenedbackwhenNoziwewas
firstintroducedtotakeoverhersistersroleasmywifethanmaybeIcouldhaveunderstanddue
tothefactthatwedidn’tknoweachothernordidweevenloveeachother.Butwelearnedand
builtourhome,InevertreatedhersecondbesttoSipho’smother,Imadesuretomakeherfeel
welcomedandloved.Iwentoutofmywaytogiveherwhatsheneeded,thereisn’tanythingshe
cansayIdidn’tdoforher,whetheritwasmaterialisticthingstoherneedingemotionalsupport
from me,Igaveittoher,stoodbyherevenwhenshewaswrongbutI’vealwaysbeenthere.She
can’tevencomplainaboutourbedroom matters,wehadsexthreetimesaweekandsometimes
evenmore,Iam flexibleinbed,Iallowhertotrynewthings,morethanhappytointroducetoysif
shewantedtoo.WhatcanshesayIlacked?Nothing,nothingatall,whichmaninhislatesixties
willdohalfthethingsIdidforher,lookthishealthyandfitallsomymarriagedoesn’tcrumble
becausewebecametocomfortableandrelaxed.SheknowsIhatedivorcebutnowIhavetodo
somethingIneverthoughtI’ddoinmylifeandthat’stakeathirdwife,InevereventhoughtI’d
haveasecondwifebutshecameandfitrightinmylife,Ivowedtocherishhertillourlastdays
inthislife,atthisageIshouldn’tbelookingforsomeonebutnowIhavetogooutofmyvows
andstartfrom scratch,lovingsomeoneelse,learningtheirhabitsandmostimportantlylove
them enoughtobepatientwiththem tilltheygrowcomfortableinourunion.I’m angry,maybe
onceIstartlivinginthishouseandwakeupeverydayaloneIwillfeelthehurtaboutthiswhole
thingbutrightnow,I’m moreangrythanhurt.

Nganono-inyourangrystate,becarefulnottoloseyourselfandbecomesomethingyou’renot
(standsup)letmegobringmybagsdown.

Meanwhileoutside…

BuhleandMpumibothgotouttheubercar,theybothstoodstillastheyadmiredthehouse
throughthegate,theneighbourhoodtooindicatedthatonlytherich,richstayedoninthisside
ofthetown,theyfeltliketheywereinthehillsofLosAngelesBeverleyHills.

Mpumi-woah!!!IknewthesepeoplewererichbutIguessIunderestimatedjusthowrichthey
are.

Buhle-evenifIwasthisrich,Idon’tthinkI’dliveinahousethishuge(shakesherhead)Ibet
therearesomeroomstheyhaveneversteppedfootin(takesadeepbreath)let’sgoandhear
whattheyhavetosay.

Beforetheycouldevenpressthebuzzerthegateopeneditself,theylookedateachotherand
noddedwalkingin.Whentheywerefinallyinfrontoftheporch,MrZuluwasloadinghisand
Nganono’sbags.Hesmileswhenhesawthetwogirlsandturnedtohim…



Mpumi-(lookingdown)Sawubonababa.

MrZulu-girlsyoubothhere,justloadyourbagsinthetrunk.

Theybothnodded,theyhadn’tpackedmuch,justonebackpackwithboththeirclothesand
essentialsandNganonodidsaytheywereonlygoingtobethereforoneortwodaysdepending
onhoweverythinggoes.Noneofthem coulddenythecuriosityaboutthewholething,though
Zandilehadreassuredthem thateverythingwasokayandwillbeexplainedwhenthereachthe
homestead.JustasMrZuluclosedthetrunktohiscar,Siya’sFordRangerparkedrightbehind
them,hegotoutthecarandwalkedtowardsBuhlestandingclosetoherwithhishandbehind
herback.

Siya-SawubonaBaba.

MrZulu-(nods)youSibiya’sson.

Siya-(nods)unfortunatelyyes(looksatBuhle)youokay?

Buhle-(nods)Yeah,whatareyoudoinghere?

HelooksbetweenMpumiandMrZulu….

Siya-canItalktoBuhleforaminute.

MrZulu-Okay,(looksatMpumi)comeinsideandgetsomethingtodrink.

SiyawaitedforMrZuluandMpumitodisappearbeforeturningtoBuhle…

Siya-youdidn’thonestlythinkI’dletyoutowonderoffwiththesepeoplewhilewedon’teven
knowwhattheywant,Imeanyousaidityourself,thewifewasactingweirdandthatotherman
gaveyouthecreeps.

Buhle-yeahbuttheynotbadpeoplebesidesMpumiisgoingwithme.

Siya-Mpumiisfamiliarwiththatplace,shegrewupthereandyounot,I’m allyou’vegotandall
you’veeverhad,I’m notlettingyougoalone,plusthiswholethingisjustoff.

Buhle-there’snothingIcansayordothatwillchangeyourmindisthere?

Siya-No,takeyourstuffouthistrunkandplaceinmycar,youandMpumiaretravelingwithme.

Buhle-okay.



Hebrushedhercheekandgaveherasmallpeckonthelips.Nganonoclearedhisthroatgaining
theirattention,theypulledapartandfacedhim…

Nganono-youtwomightwanttogetinsideandhavesomethingtoeat,wewon’tbemakingany
stopsonceweleavefrom here.

Buhle-uhmm….

Shewasn’tsurehowtotellhim thatSiyawasnowaccompanyingherbutNganonohadalready
concludedjudgingbythewayhewasstandingprotectivelybehindher…

Nganono-(smiled)Ialreadyknowyounglady.

Heleftthem righttherelookingateachother…

Siya-wasthatasmile?

Buhle-(Chuckles)Ithinkso.

Theybothlaughedandheldhandswalkinginsidethehouse…

ATSBANI’SHOUSE….

Heremovedacurlystrandofhairawayfrom herface,aspeacefulasshewassleepingnow,the
distressedwasvisible,shehadcriedallnightandthoughshehadlethim comfortherandslept
inhisarms,heknewthatitwasn’tbychoicebutbecausehehadkeptherprisonthere.Theside
ofhercheekwasslowlyturningfrom redtobeingadarkshadeofgreen,justlookingatit,he
couldfeelhimselfstarttohyperventilate,tearsburnedhiseyesandhishandsstartedtotremble.
Heslowlydetangledhimselfawayfrom herandmadehiswaytothebathroom,therehesaton
thefloortryingtocontrolhisbreathingbutitwasalltoomuch,thefearoflosingherwas
overwhelming.

Sbani-(crying)FUCK!!!!!....

Hesatthereonthefloorcryingforfiveminutesbeforehegothimselftogetherandwashedhis



facewithoutlookingathimselfinthemirror,hewasn’treadytoseehisvulnerableandweakself
especiallywhenitwasallhisdoing.Hetookthesparekeytotheirroom from oneofthedrawers
inhisclosetandcheckedtoseeifshewasstillsleepingsoundly,hedebatedwhethertoopen
thedoorornot,takingadeepbreathheinsertedthekeyandturnedit,forthelasttimehe
glancedatherbeforeopeningthedoorandwalkingout.Hisfirststopwasatthenursery,there
wasnobodythereandhearingAlicia’ssmallgigglesandNsika’sincoherentbabymumbles,he
smiledwalkinginsideAlicia’sroom.Shesmiledandjumpedhugginghim…

Alicia-Morning.

Sbani-(pickedherup)morningsweetheart(placedherbackonherfeet)whatyoustilldoing
here,shouldn’tyoubeatschoolbynow?

Alicia-IwaswaitingforMama,she’sdrivingmetodaysoshecanpayformyschooltrip,
(excited)didshetellyoumyschoolwillbevisitingtheAquarium?Nomasaidtherewillbea
dolphinshow,isittrue?

Sbani-(smiles)ofcourseandyoudearladywillbesittinginthefrontrowandallthedolphinswill
sprinkleyouwithwater.

Alicia-(chucklingjumpingupanddownexcitedlyshowinghermissingtooth)No,No,No.

Sbani-ohyes…

HecarriedNsikafrom thefloorandletthem downstairs.JustasAliciawasblabbingexcitedly
abouthertrip,hisbloodstoppedrunningtheminutetheysteppedinsidethekitchenandfound
MaSiwelaseatedbythetablefeedingNkanyeziherNestum.

MaSiwela-woooaa!!!Youlooklikeshit.

Sbani-(forcedasmileandkissedhercheek)morningtoyoutooMa,whendidyougethere?

MaSiwela-longenoughtoknownotalliswellinsidetheWindsorCastle,where’sDiana?

Sbani-(clearedherthroat)she’sgonetotheoffice.

MaSiwela-hercarisparkedrightoutside.

Sbani-Idrovehertoworktoday,shehadanearlymeeting.

MaSiwela-explainswhyyoulookinglikethis,youcoulduseadeepsleep.

Mam’SarahglancedatSbaniandhegaveheroneapologeticlookandshecarriedonwithher
business…

Sbani-(Chucklednervously)yeah……uhmm,Ihopeyouwon’thaveaproblem ifIaskyoudrive



Aliciatoschool,NellywassupposetodriveherandpayforherschooltripbutIguessitall
slippedhermindwhenshewaspreparingforhermeeting.

MaSiwela-andweknowhowsheiswhenitcomestowork.(TurnstoAliciasmiling)Doyou
wanttoridewithmetoschool?

Alicia-(thinking)whataboutMama?

MaSiwela-shehadtogoworkbabybutI’m sureyouwillgoshoppingwithherwhenyoubuyall
thetreatsforthefieldtrip.

Alicia-(shrugslickingthejam onherfingers)okay….

Sbani-gogetyourbagsbabyandsanitizeyourhands,don’tusethesinkbecauseyouwillspill
wateronyourschooluniform.

Alicia-(jumpedfrom thestool)okay….

Theybothwatchherdisappearandalltheycouldhearwashersmallstepsgoingupthe
staircase…

MaSiwela-whensheaskedme“whataboutMama?”Ithoughtshewillstartthrowingatantrum,
she’slivedherelongenoughtoadoptyourkidstraits.

Sbani-(laughs)classic.

MaSiwela-(smiledandgrabbedherpurseandcarkeys)IguessIwillhavetojustdrivebythe
officetoseeNelly(turnedtoMam’Sarah)dearitwasnicemeetingyou,havethem driveyouto
myhouseforteaandmuffins.

Mam’Sarah-(smiles)Iwill,travelsafe.

TheychattedwithSbaniforafewminuteswhilehewalkedherout,oncehesafelybuckledAlicia
insidethecar,hewaved“bye”andwatchedthecardriveouthisporch.Takingalongdeep
breath,hewalkedbackinsidethehouseandheadedstraighttothekitchen….

Sbani-(facingdown)Ma,canwetalk?

Mam’Sarah-IthinkyoushouldtalktoyourwifefirstandIwillhaveaconversationwiththeboth
ofyou.

Sbani-(nodded)okay.

Hewalkedupthestaircaseandenteredhisroom,hisheartstoppedwhenhefoundthebed
emptybutthefearquicklylefthisbodywhenheheardthetaprunningfrom theirbathroom.He
walkedtotheirbedandsatwithhiselbowsrestingonhisknees,withhishandsscratchinghis



headstressfully.Shesteppedouttheroom andsighedfindinghim intheroom,helookedup
feelinghispresence,theystaredateachotherandhecouldfeelhisheartracingashestaredat
herface.Lookingathernow,herealizedhowmuchheunderestimatedthedamage,thewhole
leftsideofhercheekwasswollen,areddishanddarkgreenishcolourmixedwithherdeep
greenveinswhereindisplay,healsonoticedhowhenearlytouchedhereye,traceoffingers
werelittlevisiblenexttohereye…

Sbani-canwetalk?

Nelly-Haveyouseenmyface?

Hervoicewascracking,indicationthatshemighthavebeencryinginsidethebathroom butshe
heldherselfandkeptbitingherlowerliptostopherselffrom breakingdown.Shewasdonewith
that,hehadmanagedtobringherdownandleftherundoneinmatterofsecondswhenhishand
cameincontactwithhercheek,thelasttimeshefeltthislowwaswhenSizwewasleavingher
foranotherwoman,shedidn’twanttogotothatlevelandshewasn’twillingtohavehim see
thatsideofher,shewantedtoholdthecardsnowandbeingvulnerableandweakwillgivehim
thepowertooverpowerherandsheknowsthathisarmswereherweakness….

Sbani-(standingup)babe….

Nelly-(shakedherhead)staythere,don’tcomeclose.

Sbani-(movedcloser)justlet…

Nelly-(raisinghervoice)SbaniIsweartogodifyoucomeanycloseryouwon’tliketheoutcome,
staywhereyouareandtalk.

Sbani-(sighedputtinghishandup)okay,okay….(cursedhimselfwhenhefelthiseyeswatering)
Idon’tfuckingknowwhattosayrightnoweitherthanI’m sorrybutIknowit’snotwhatyouwant
tohearbutit’sallI’vegot.I’m fuckingscaredrightnow,canyouseemeshaking?I’m scared
baby.

Nelly-Ineedadentist,preferablysomeonewhocanbebought,bookanappointmentforme
andtellthem Iwillbecominginthenexttwohours.

Sbani-(confused)what?Nelly…

Nelly-(snapped)justdoit.

Sbani-(nods)okay,giveafewminuteswhileImakesomecalls.

Shedidn’tanswerhim andwalkedtothebathroom gettingtheshowergoing…..

45minuteslater….



HesteppedouthisclosetwearinghisAdidastracksuitsandhistrainers.Hesadlywatchedher
trytomakethefoundationasnaturaltoherskintoneandinvisibletotheeyeaspossiblebut
withtheintentionofcoveringupherbruise.Shewasdressedinherusualsophisticatedwork
dresseswhichhadabitofsexappeal.Shelookedathim throughthemirrorandtheymadeeye
contactwhichshequicklybrokebeforestandingupandgrabbingherpurse.Itwasinthat
momentthatitallmadesensewhatshewasdoing,asmuchasitmadehim lovehermoreand
moreforitbuthewasalsoashamed….

Sbani-Iknowwhatyoutryingtodo,Nellyyoudon’thavetodothis.

Nelly-butIwillbecauseI’m stupidandIam thatgirlforyou,theonewhoseesyouforwho
you’rebutrefusestoacknowledgethatasmuchasshelovesyouoryouloveher,youbadfor
me,webadforeachother.ButIwilldoiteitherway,regardlessthatmyfaceisbashedand
someone’sdaughterissixfeetunder,IwillgothroughalllengthsforyouevenwhenIknowthat
somedaymydeathmaybeinyourhands.CongratulationsSbaniyou’vegotyourselfarideor
die,atilldeathdouspartandapatheticsoulwho’stiedherfatewithyours,patyourselfinthe
backbabybecauseyou’veturnedmeintothiswoman,theonewhowillforevermakeexcuses
foryouandyouknowwhatthesadpartis?I’dmaketheseexcusesforyouoverandoveragain
(laughs)it’spatheticreally,disgustingbutitiswhatitisright?

Sbani-Ihatethis,IwillforeverregretwhatI’vedonetoyou,itwilleatmefortherestofmylife,
I’vebrokenmyselfmorethanI’vebrokenyouwiththisact.ButNellyyoufuckeduptoo,Idon’t
careaboutyourissueswithmymom butshe’sstillmymother,Ineedyoutorespectthat.

Nelly-Idon’treallycarerightnow,youhadnorighttohitme.

Sbani-(gettingannoyed)Iknowthatyoudon’tcareandtrustmeIexpectedthatyouwouldn’t
becausethat’sjustyoubaby,beingconsiderate isnotreallyyourstrengthsometimes
especiallywhenyousetonwhatyoubelieveinthatmoment.(Sighed)IloveyoubutIlovemy
mothertoo,shouldIeverhavetochoosebetweenthetwoofyouitwillbeyoualwaysbutthat
doesn’tmeanatsomepointIwillnothaveresentmenttowardsyou.Ineedyoutorespectmy
mother,she’snotyourfriendnoryouragemate.

Nelly-willyourespectMoses?

Sbani-(gavehera“really”look)babyyounotserious.

Nelly-yourmothertreatsmethesamewayMosestreatsyou,that’swhyIwillalwayschoose
youoverhim andyouwillchoosemeoverher.ImightapologizelateraboutwhatIsaidbutright
nowIdon’twanttoobecauseIdon’tcare.Canwego?MaSiwelamightbeonherwaytothe
officerightnow,ifwewhatwanttodecievemymotherourstoryneedstobesolidandrealistic.

Shewasabouttostepouttheroom buthestoppedher…

Sbani-wait!!I’m confused,arewegood?



Nelly-Nowenotgood

Henoddedsadlyandfollowedbehindherwalkingouttheroom …

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD….

Tworepresentativesfrom Noziwe’sfamilywerepresentwhiletheeldersfrom theZulufamily
wereallseatedandwhisperingabouttheunfortunateevents…

Aunt1-ihlazoelingaka,kantikonakelephilakwaZulu?Abafazibafebangaphanangapha(this
isadisgrace,what’swrongwiththisfamily,thewivesarewhoringleft,rightandcenter).

Aunt2-lentoisibaumkhokha,Nganonokumeleazingezewonkeumndeningobashuthinabafazi
abasazoshadanabobazofeba(thisisbecomingatrend,ahabitandabadtrait,Nganono
shouldcleanseeveryoneinthisfamilybecauseifhedoesn’teventhefuturewivesthatareto
comewillwhorearound).

Uncle1-Iagree,Thefamilyasawholeneedscleansing,firstitwasShakaandSbanisezweswife
nowit’syouSgilaandyourbrotherswife.Howarewesupposetofeelsafewithourwives?How
areoursonssupposetobefeelingwiththeirwives.Thisindeedisabadtraitthatthisfamilyis
developing,itallmustcometoanend.

Sgila-there’snoneedtocleansethewholefamily,Iwillpayformysinsandcompensatemy
brotherwithallthatheneedsmetodo.Iknowthisprobablydoesn’tmatterormeansanything
butImeantNoziwewayback,shewasmyfirstgirlfriendandwewereinaseriousrelationship.
Thoughitwasn’tapubliconebutwewereinloveandmyfatherknewabout.

MrZulu-iffatherknewthanwhywouldheletmemarryher?

Sgila-traditionmybrother,youknowhowdiplomaticourfatherwas,hewasamanofhiswords
andwhenhespoke,hiswordwasfinal,therewasnogoingagainstit.Everyoneknewyouwere
goingtomarrySipho’smother,IwastheblacksheepandNoziwewasthemiddlechild,nobody
paidattentiontous,itwaseasytogetawaywithalot.WhydoyouthinkIranawaytoJoburg?It
wasn’tbychoice,fatherhas

Takenawaytheonethingthatmademehappyandgaveittoyou.Sipho’smotherwasanangel
andZiwewasmyangel,whenyoulostyours,dadofferedminetoyou,tokeepyourwingsand
fly.Whataboutme?Heshatteredeverything,Ziwewasn’tonetobackawayfrom anordergiven
byherparentsandIknowthatdeepdownshelongedformarriageandthepickettfencelife,
whichshecouldn’thavewithmebecauseIwasallovertheplace.Shemarriedyoubecauseyou
weregoingtoprovideherwiththelifeshewantedbutherheartstillhadmynameonitwhichis
whywhenyoustartedgettingyourcompanyupfrom thegroundandkicking,youwerealways
away,thekidswereinboardingschoolandshewaslonely.

Thembi-isitnecessarythatyouexplainyourdeceitfulbehaviour?



Sgila-I’m justtryingtomakeeveryoneunderstandthatitwasn’tjustmelustingovermy
brotherswife.

Thembi-(annoyed)soyouwanttorubitinmyfacethatshe’salwaysbeentheone,that’swhyI
wasnevergoodenough?IsthatwhatyoutryingtodoSgila?

MrsZulu-it’snotwhathe’stryingtodoatallThembi.

Thembi-(snapped)Ayifusengwena!!!!

MrsZulu-Iunderstandthatyouangrybutplease….

Thembi-ngithiwenja!!!!!Nywe,nywe….Areyoumyhusbandsadvocatenow?

Sgila-sheisn’tfightingyouThembi,Idonotwanttogoovereverythingthathappenedbetween
usbutIjustwanteveryonetogetaclearpictureaboutthewholethingandmaybefindclosure
intheprocess.

Thembi-what’stheretogoover?Whatclearpicturedoyouwanttopaintbecauseweallhavea
clearunderstandingofwhathappened,sheopenedherlegsforyouandyouentered,that’sthe
mostclearit’scanget.

Uncle2-(looksatThembi)Makotiperhapsweshouldlistentowhathehastosay,ImeanI’m
curioustowhyhewoulddosuchtohisownbrother.

Thembi-withallduerespectmalume,yourcuriositywillhavetobeentertainedwhenyouare
alonewithyournephew.

MrsZulu-everythingneedstobesaidtodaywhileeveryoneispresent,yourangerisvalid…

Thembi-wenja!!!!Donottryme,youthinkthere’ssomethingspecialaboutyourcase?Thisman
hasalwaysbeenawhore,youjustoneofmanysoexcusemeifI’m notwillingtosithereand
listentohim narratehisbitchingways.

MrZulu-foralloursakesIthinkitwillbebesttosticktotheorderoftoday,wehavesomeone
waitingoutsidewhichwethinkneedstobeintroducedtothisfamily,nowIaskthatyouallbe
considerateaboutwhatabouttohappen.

MrsZulu-Babaisitwisethatyoudothisnow?Witheveryonehere?IwashopingItalktoher
firstalone.

MrZulu-nowyouwanttoactlikemotheroftheyearwhenyou’vehadthischildabandonedfor
twentynineyears,she’sevenolderthanShaka,from todayIwantaDNAofallmychildren,I
don’tbelieveathingthatcomesoutyourmouthanymore.

Nganono-Zandilehavetellthegirltocome.

Zandilenoddedandwalkedout,MrsZulugrabbedthewaternexttoheranddrankit,calming
thenervesthatwereabouttheescapeherbody.ZandilecamebackwithBuhlefollowedbySiya,
Mpumihaddecidedtonotenterwiththem.TheminuteBuhlesatdown,oneoftheauntsstarted
cryingandshoutingoutalltheZulupraisenames.WhispersinsidetherondavelmakingBuhle
littleuncomfortablebecauseshewasstillconfusedtowhatwashappening…



Nganono-welltherereallyisnoeasywaytosaythis,alloffourofyouaregoingtohurttoday
butonlytwoofyouwillbeshatteredofthelifeyouhavebeenrobbed.(LooksatBuhle)I’m sorry
mychild,NoziwerememberwhatIsaidtoyouthatdayinthecar?Itoldyouthatsometimes
thingsarenotwhattheyseem theyarebutbecausewelookwithaguiltyeye,weseewhatnot
there.Buhlemeetyourparents….

NganonopointsatMrsZuluandMrZulu,“huhs,aibo,yhoooo”filltherondavelasBuhlestares
atNganonodumbfoldedandnumb.

Sgila-WHAT?!!!

MrZulu-(confused)she’smine?

Nganono-I’vetriedcountlesstimestoseeitinanyotherwaybutthemessagewasloudand
clear.She’snotSgila’sbutyours,Idon’tknowhowtheyexplainthisinenglishmedicaltermsbut
ngesiZulusiyisithi,inganeiyakwaziukuthathaisithunzisenyeindodaumaleyondodaichama
emseleniwenye.

MrZulujustsattheredefeatedashecouldfeelhiseyewateringup,thiswassomethinghe
wasn’treadytohear.

Sgila-she’smydaughter,(looksatNganono)youwrongthistimearound.

Nganono-I’m neverwrongandyouknowit.

Thembi-(shakesherhead)soallthisforachildwho’snotevenyours.

Sgila-she’smine,IwantaDNAtest.

BuhlestoodupandSiyaheldherhandstoppingher…

Siya-whereyougoing?

Buhle-home.

Siya-Buhle….

Buhle-Siya,Iwanttogohomeplease.

SiyalookedatMrZuluandhesilentlynoddedathim,hesighedandstoodup,respectfully
acknowledgingtheeldersbeforewalkingoutwithBuhlenexttoher.Shehadnoemotionatall



aboutwhatjusttranspired,shedidn’tlookoractlikesomeonewho’sfoundherparents.The
minuteBuhlelefttherondavelMrsZulustartedtocrying,oneoftheauntsseatednexttoher
roughlyshookher….

Aunt-Thula!!!Ayikhointooyikhalayo(shutup!!!!Whatareyoucryingfor?).

ATZULU&SON’SCO…..

Nellywalkedouttheelevatorandafewpeoplestaredather,shegavethem asmallsmileand
walkedstraighttoBridgetsdesks….

Bridget-(lookedatherweird)yourmom isinyouroffice,goshwhathappenedtoyou?Doyou
haveatoothache?Ofcourseyoudowhyelsewillyouhaveascarfcoveringyourwholeface
and….

Nelly-(cutheroff)Bridget!!!!

Bridget-(calmeddown)sorry,I’m doingthatthinkingoftalkingtoomuchagain.

Nelly-(nods)yeahbutit’sokayandI’m fine,thedentisttookcareofeverything(wavedthe
brownmedicationpacket).

Bridget-(nods)okay,(openingherdairy)youdidn’tmissmuchthismorningbuttheNigerians
calledsowhenyougettime,callthem back.

NellynoddedandsmiledatBridgetbeforetakingadeepbreathandopeningherofficedoor.
MaSiwelawascomfortablysitingonthecouchreadingamagazine,shelookedupwhenshe
heardthedooropenandclose…

MaSiwela-andthan?AreyouIslamicnow?

Nelly-hmmm veryfunnymom.

MaSiwela-why’syourjawswollen?Sbanididn’tsayyouweresickthismorning?Didyouhave
yourtoothtakenout?

Nelly-(nods)mhmm!!!Doyouwanttosee?

Masiwela-(worried)wellhowlonghasitbeenbotheringyouwhenyouthisswollen?Whywill
youevenhaveacavityproblem,youalwayscheckyourteethregularly.

Nelly-Ihaven’thadtimetoseemydentistregularly,Iwaspickingapieceofchickenbonewhen
itaccidentlystabbedthroughoneofmyjawtooth,unfortunatelyittouchedmytoothvienthat’s
whenthepainstartedandbeforeIknewit,Iwasallswollenupandsharpshootingpainwouldn’t



stop.(Showedherthemedicationpacket)Ihaditremovedjustanhourago,doctorsaidthiswill
helpwiththeswellingandpain.

MaSiwela-(nods)wellatleastit’stakencareoff,youshouldgohomeandrest.

Nelly-yeah;Sbaniisdownstairswaitingforme,Ijustneededafewthingsfrom theoffice.

MaSiwela-wellIguesswecantalkanothertimewhenyoufeelingbetter.

Nelly-yeah,(forcedasmile)youlooknice.

MaSiwela-(smiled)it’soneofmynewpiecesIgotlastweek.

Lookingathermother,shewasrelievedwhenitlookedlikeMaSiwelaboughtthiscookedup
story,sheknewthatsheneededtohaveherjawtoothtakenoutandmakeitallseem real
becauseknowinghermother,itwasthelittledetailsthatmattered…..

Remembertolikeandcommentalways…..
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ATNELLY'SAPARTMENT....

Shewalkedinsidethekitchenwearingoneheelandholdingonewiththeotherhandassheput
onherearrings.

Mam'Sarah-willyoustilleatbreakfast?Youlooklikeyouinarush?

Nelly-(smiled)(looksatherwatch)Ihavetime,Sbaniwillbecomingtopickthem uptoday.

Mam'Sarah-(smiled)(playedwithNkanyezi'scheeks)(babytalk)soit'sdaddy'sdaytoday,are
youexcitedtoseedada?huh?....Iknowtheymissedhim.

Nelly-(nods)yeah,Nsikaisalreadyscreaming"Dadaddada".I'vepackedtheirbagssothere
won'tbemuchforyoutodobesidespackingtheirmeals.

Mam'Sarah-okay.

Nelly-Idon'tknowifhemightneedyoutogowithhim sojuststayreadyjustincase.

Mam'Sarah-(pushesaplatetowardsher)pleaseeatyourbreakfast,Iknowyouskiplunchat
work.



Shelaughedandkissedbothherbabiescheeksandsatonthekitchenstooleatingher
breakfastwhileconversingwithMam'Sarah.It'sbeenthreeweekssinceshemovedbacktoher
apartmentandinthosethreeweeksshe'sonlyseenandtalkedwithSbanionlythreetimes.The
firstweekwashard,shehadcriedalotandfoundherselfalmostpickinguphercarkeysand
drivingtohishouse.Thingswerestillnoteasy,shefoundherselfmissinghispresencebutthe
kidswereherstrengthandshe'sgonebacktoheroldroutineofwakingupearlygoingtothe
gym andwithMam'Sarahhere,handlingthekidswasn'tthatstressful.Shewasn'tsurewhat
exactlyshewashopingtogainwiththisnewchangeinherlifebecauseiftherewassomething
shewassureabout,shewasnevergoingtogetheroldselfback,shedidn'tevenwanttobeher
oldself.Partofthischangefeltrefreshingbutthevoidwithinhercouldnotbeignored,abig
pieceofherpuzzlewasmissingbutsheneededtofigureoutawaytoincludethatbigpiece
backwithoutcompromisingsomuchofherselfandwellbeing.

Mam'Sarah-youmisshim don'tyou?

Shesighedandcontinuedeatingherfood...

Mam'Sarah-it'sokaytomisshim youknow.

Nelly-I'm atwarwithmythoughtsandfeelings.I'm debatingifImadetherightdecision,IknowI
leftbecauseIdidn'twantwhathappenedtoopenadoortoatoxicandabusiverelationship,I
wasn'tgoingtoraisemybabiesinthatkindofenvironmentbutatthesametime,Iquestionifit
wastherightdecisionforme.IknowitwasrightformybabiesbutI'm notsosureifitwasright
forme.

Mam'Sarah-sometimeswedon'tleavebecausewewanttoobutbecausewehave/needtoo.He
needstoreflectonhisactionsandifit'safamilyhewantswithyouandthekidsoranyother
womanoutthere,hittingawomanisnotacceptable,anyform ofabuseisunacceptable.

Nelly-Iknow.....Ijustdon'twanthim toseethisananultimatum.

Mam'Sarah-he'sasmartman,hewon't.Heknowshemessedup,he'sgoingtofixthings,just
waitandsee.Sometimesweneedtobestrictwiththeseman,aswomanweaccepttoomuch
andwethefirsttocryriversandlakeswhenwegetdisappointedorletdownwhenour
standardsweren'tthathightobeginwith.

Nelly-wowMa,that'sreallyhardtoswallow.

ATSIMI'SHOUSE....

Sandilefixedhisbriefsandwalkedbackinsidetheroom,heraisedhisbrowlookingatSimias
shefixedthebed.



Sandile-andthan?Ithoughtwewerestayinginbedthewholeday?

Simi-(dustedthepillows)youneedtoleave.

Sandile-(irritated)really?Ithoughtwepassedthisstageofyoukickingmeout,we'vebeen
fuckingforthelastthreeweeks.ComeSimiweoldforthisshit.

Simi-(stoppedandlookedathim)I'm notkickingyouout,Sandileyoucan'tkeephidingfrom
yourfatherandIdon'tknowhowlongIcankeepmakingexcusessoNhlanhladoesn'tstepfoot
here.

Hesighedandmovedclosertoher,huggingherwaistandrubbinghimselfonher.

Sandile-(kissingher)doyoureallywantmetogo?ImeanIcanthinkofbetterthings(licksthe
lopeofherear)....likeremovingthissilky,lacyfabricanddiving,unlockingthegatestoVictoria
fallsismynewfavouritehobby.

Heslowlysliddowngoingonhisknees,shegiggledandbrushedthetopofhisheadandhebit
herpantywithhisteethandbroughtitdown,hepartedherlegsandkissedhiswayup....

Simi-(moaning)hmmmm....

Justwhenhereachedheropening,theyheardacarenginestopoutside.Herwholebodywent
coldandshejumpedmovingaway...

Sandile-isthat....

Simi-(panicking)getdressedanddon'tcomeoutthisroom.

Shepickedallhisclothesandthrewitathim andpushedhim tothebathroom.Shetookadeep
breathandwalkedouttheroom.

Nhlanhla-didyouchangethelocks?Itriedmykeybutitdidn'twork.

Simi-uhmm yeah,IlostmykeysandIcouldn'tsleepinahousethat'snotlocked,Ihaveababy
here.

Nhlanhla-whydidn'tyoucallme?Icouldhavejustgaveyoumykeyandmademyselfanewone.



Simi-(shrugs)Iwasn'tthinking,myprioritywasjustmyson.....(scratcheshehair)sowhatare
youdoinghere?

Nhlanhla-(raisedhisbrow)really?SimiIhaven'tseenyouinweeks,latelyitjustfeelslikeIhave
onewiferatherthantwo.

Simi-wellthere'snothingnewthere,Ialwaysfeellikethethirdwheelinthiswholearrangement.

Nhlanhla-don'tstart,youknowItrymybesttoaccommodateyouandlungile,Iequallydivide
myselfbetweenthetwoofyou.KantiwhatmoredoyouwantSimi?Youtheonethat'sbeen
pushingmeaway.

Simi-Idon'thavetimeforthis?Isityoursonyouwanttosee?

Nhlanhla-(confused)what'sgottenintoyou?Areyouseriousrightnow?Youpicking
unnecessaryfightwithme?Anddon'tgivemethe"I'm inmyperiod"bullshitbecauseyou've
exhaustedthatexcuseforthelastweek's.

Simi-(sighs)Ijustwanttobealonerightnow.

Nhlanhla-(sighs)babewhat'swrong?Ireallydon'tlikewhat'shappening?Youcan'tjustactup
likethisnow?Aftereverythingwe'vedonetofightforthisrelationship.

Simi-(laughs)we?YoumeanaftereverythingIhavedone.

Nhlanhla-(frustratedlybrushedhishead)kantiSimiwhat'syourproblem?

Simi-(foldedherarms)pleaseleave.

Nhlanhla-(shookhishead)allIwantedwastospendtimewithmyfamilybutnowIhavetodeal
withyourmoodyself.Thisshitisnoton,(clickedhistongue)cometakeyourgroceryfrom the
car.

Guiltstrikedherasshefollowedbehindhim tothecar,sheswallowedevenmorewhenshesaw
theflowersandteddybearaccompaniedwithabasketofherfavouritechocolates....

Nhlanhla-(droppedthebasketonherfeet)Igotthistocheeryouupsinceyouhaven'tbeen
alrightthesepastfewweeks,Ithoughtmaybeyouwerestressedbecauseofthereshufflingand
retrenchmenthappeningatyourworkplacebutnowIseeit'sbiggerthanIthought.Whenyou
rememberyouhaveahusband,callme.

Shelookedatthepileofgroceriesandwatchedashereversedanddroveouttheyard.....

ATSPUR....

MpuminudgedBuhleandtheywatchedMrZuluwalkinandtakeaseatatthecornertable,he's



beencominginsidetherestaurantforaweeknowandsittingexactlyatthesamespot.He
wouldn'ttryandtalktoBuhle,hejustsitsthereanddoeshiswork.

Mpumi-Ithinkyoushouldservehim today.

Buhle-Idon'tthinkso.

Mpumi-comeonBuhle,he'stryinganddon'tforgethe'salsoavictim inthiswholething.

Buhle-IknowbutI'm justnotreadyokay.

Mpumi-it'snotokay,howdoyouknowyou'renotreadywhenyouhaven'teventriedandtalked
tohim.Iwon'tevensayIunderstandbecauseIdon'tbutifthiswasAmirahandshehada
chancetohavearelationshipwithherfather,I'dgiveherthatchance,regardlessofhowdead
beatheis.Youhaveachancetoknowyourbackground,achancetohaveaparent,afather,
someonewho'dprotectyoufrom anyoneandeverything.HonestlyIthinkyoublessedthatyou
haveamanlikeMrZuluasyourfather,he'sthemosthonourablemanIknow.I'm notsaying
moveinwiththemanbutasimplehellomightjustmakehisday,Iknowforafactitwill.

Buhle-I'm scared.

Mpumi-(smiled)that'sagoodstart,Iwasafraidstartingtothinkyoudon'tfeelanything,being
scaredisagoodstart.

Mpumihandedherthesmallnotepad..

Mpumi-nowgoandtakehisorder.

Shetookadeepbreathandmadeherwaytohistable,sheturnedbackandMpuminodded
givingherathumbsup.....

Buhle-(clearedherthroat)goodmorningsir,mynameisBuhleandI'm yourwaitress,areyou
readytotakeyourorderorshouldIgiveyouanextrafiveminutetodecide.

Helookedupsurprisedseeingher,allthistimehe'sbeencominghere,shedidnotevenonce
sparehim aglance.Nowthatshewasthiscloseandactuallyspeakingtohim,thoughitwasa
formalconversing,itbroughttearstohiseyes.Hetookadeepbreathandcontrolledhis
emotion....

MrZulu-(smiled)whatcanyoutellmeaboutyourmorningspecial?



ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE....

Oneofhismenknockedonhisdoorandwalkedincarryinganenvelope...

MrSibiya-(tooktheenvelope)beforeIopenthis,whatcanyoutellme?

Man-she's......

Thedooropened,NdabukoandSiyabothwalkedin,themanstoppedtalkingandlooked
betweenMrSibiyaandhisson's.

MrSibiya-wewillfinishthisconversationlater.

Themannodded,heandNdabukosharedabriefeyecontactbeforehewalkedoutandclosed
thedoor.MrSibiyaopenedhissafeandplacedtheenvelopeinside,Ndabukowaswatchinghim
thisentiretime,helockedthesafeandfacedhisson's.

Siya-wehaveaproblem withoneofourbuyers.

Sibiya-I'm listening.

Siya-hedamagedourpropertyandvandalizedoneofourrooms.

MrSibiya-howbadisit?

Siya-twoofthegirlshavebrokenjawsandoneofthem hasacastonherleg.

MrSibiya-takethetwotoourdentistandsendtheonetodisposals,haveoneofthewhores
from theeastreplaceher.

Siya-she'soneoftheloyalworkers,doctorsaidthecastshouldbeoffintwoweeks.

MrSibiya-andinthosewhoweekswhatuseisshetome?She'saliabilityforbusiness,gether
todisposalsandreplacethewhore,simpleormaybeyouwantmetoassignsomeonetoit?

Siya-(sighs)No,Icanhandleit.

MrSibiya-Good......how'syoursidelooking?

Ndabuko-great,ourcustomerslovethenewgirls.

MrSibiya-(nods)(looksatNdabuko)weexploringanewmarketnow,Ithoughtyou'dbethebest
toheadit.



HesmirkedlookingatNdabuko,MrSibiyatheblueprintforthenewprojectandhandedittohim.
Ndabukoreadthroughthefileandwhenheturnedtothethirdpage,thedocumentdropped
from hishandsandhecouldfeelshissweatcomeouthisbody.Hedidn'tevensparehisfather
aglanceandstormedouttheoffice,Siyalookedathisfatherconfusedandbentdownretrieving
thefile....

Siya-(shocked)youopeningnewjointstosellyoungboys?

MrSibiya-thisisthe21century,menhavesexualpreferences,nowwhynotcatertothem,
besidesthesewhoresgetpregnantallthetime,whynotbreedagenerationthatwillmakeme
evenmorerich.

Siyastoodthereshockedandhedidn'tunderstandwhyhewasshocked,nothinghisfatherdoes
evershockshim butthis,wastakingittoawholenewlevel....

ATSBANI'SHOUSE.....

HeplacedNsikatosleepandcradledNkanyeziwhorefusedtosleeponhercot.Blesshanded
him abeerandsatoppositehim....

Bless-soyouguysareover?

Sbani-No,wejustonseparation.

Bless-shegaveyouyourringback,that'sprettymuchstateswhereherheadisat.Exactlywhat
happenedbetweenthetwoofyou?

Sbani-Idon'twanttotalkaboutitbutwejustacouplegoingthrougharoughpatch.

Bless-roughpatchthatmadeherleaveyourassandendyourengagement.Shestoodbyyour
asswhenyouwerefuckingaccussedofmurder,nowyoutellingmeshemovedoutbecauseof
some"couplesroughpatch"....fuckthat!!!!

Sbani-wellIdidn'tcallyouheretoplayDrPhil,I'm leavingthecountrytomorrow,lookaftermy
familyplease.

Bless-shit,Ifuckingforgotaboutthetraining,howlongyouleavingfor?

Sbani-Idon'tknow,coupleofmonthsmaybeandkeepacloseeyetoyourbrother,Mosesison
tousandSandilemightjustfuckthingsupifhekeepspanicking.

Bless-(nods)doesNellyknowyouleaving?

Sbani-(annoyed)shewouldifsheansweredmycallsanddidn'tavoidmewhenIgotoher
apartment.



Bless-(sighed)welljustdon'tthinkaboutherwhenyouthere,militarytrainingisonethingbut
OPStrainingisonanotherlevel,youdon'twanttobethereandstressingabouthome.Sheloves
you,whateveritisthatgoingon,won'tkeepherawayfrom youfortoolong,shewon'tfunction.

Sbani-Ihopeso......what'supwithyou?NomusastillseeingRadebe'sboy.

Bless-Nxa!!!Don'tevenremindmeaboutthosetwo,she'sactinglikeshe'sdatingPresident
Obama.

Sbani-(laughs)toldyoutofuckherandmoveon,theonlyreasonyouthisannoyedisbecause
youdidn'tgetthatfarwithher.

Bless-mxm,itwon'tlastanyways,Musa'sattitudestinks,hewon'tstandforitbesidesshe
movingtoCubanextyear.

Sbani-(laughs)IlikeMusathough,she'spepperingyou,can'tbelieveawholevirginisagitating
youlikethis,I'dlaughaboutthistillweoldandgrey.

Bless-andIwilllaughabouthowbeingdumpedledyoutoenteringasecretagent....

Sbani-mxm fuckyou.....

Theybothlaughed......

Remembertolikeandcommentalways...
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ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....

Shewalkedoutthebathroom withatowelwrappedaroundherbody,shesatonthedressers
chairandstaredatherselfinthemirrorandnoticedthatapimplewasabouttoform underneath
herchin.ShemadeamentalnotetopassbyDischem andbuysanitarypads,lasttimeshe
checkedshewasrunningshort.Shelotionedherbodyandworeoneofhernewsummer
dresseswithsleepersandwenttothekitchentomakeherselfsomethingtoeat.Theapartment
wasquiet,ThatowasoutthecityandinJoburgjustfortheday,onethingshe'snoticedabout
him isthatheworkedalotandmajorityofthetimehewasawayfrom home.Hisapartmentwas
nice,basedintheupscalesideofZimbalibutshefeltlonely,rightnowshelongedforalong
chatwithafriendbutnotjustanyfriend,Mpumiandherwillsitallthroughthenighttalking
aboutboys,Mpumididmostofthetalkingbecauseshehadnoencounterwithboysbackthan
butnowthatsomuchwasgoingoninherlife,boysweregoinginandout,shelongedforthose
chatsbecauseforthefirsttime,shehadalottoshare.Sheshookherheadandgrabbedher



foodmakingherwaytothelounge.JustwhenshewasabouttobingeonChicagoMed,her
phonerang....

Nomusa-(smiling)Hi

Thato-heygorgeous,areyouup?

Nomusa-yep,wasjustabouttobingeonmyfavouriteseries,ain'tyousupposetobeina
meeting.

Thato-it'sendedearlythanIpredicted,nowI'm bored.

Nomusa-comehome.

Thato-Ihaveabetteridea,howaboutavisittoNelsonMandelaSquare?

Nomusa-(holdingherexcitement)areyou....don'tfuckwithme.

Thato-(laughs)rightnowwe'renotdoinganyfuckingbutprettysoonmyladyandnoI'm not
kidding,getreadyyourdriverisonthewaytotakeyoutotheairport.

Nomusa-(screaminginexcitement)Ican'tbelieveI'm goingtoJoburg.

Thato-(smiled)youbestbelieveit,don'tpackanything,yourIDiswithyouright?

Nomusa-NobutIcangogetit,myhouseisnotfarfrom here.

Thato-okaybaby,Iwillbewaitingforyou,jeezbabeIthinkyourscreamingblockedmyear.

Nomusa-(laughs)mxm,I'm hangingup.

Helaughedendingthecall,justwhenshethoughtshewashavingtheworseday,shegetsan
offertovisitJoburg,thecityofgold,shewassoexcitedshewantedtocallhergrandmotherbut
shedecidedagainstbecauseshswasn'treadytoanswerallthequestionsthathergrandmother
mightthrowather.Sheshovedachunkofhertoastinsidehermouthwhilesheupdatedher
whatsappstatus....

ATLANGENIHOTEL.....

BandilewalkedinandshovedhisduffelbagtoSandile'schest....

Bandile-takewhatyouneedandgivememybagback,Ineedtogotogym.

Sandile-thanksbro,how'smom doing?

Bandile-whydon'tyoucallherandaskheryourself?



Sandile-youknowwhy,besidestheminuteIcallmama,dadwillknowwhereIam andmom will
askquestionsIdon'thaveanswerstoorightnow.

Bandile-Ihavequestionstoo,what'sgoingwithyouanddad?Didyoustealsomething?MaybeI
canhelp,justtellmebro?

Sandile-IwishIcantellyoubut....

Hisphonevibratedandhegavehisbrothera"domind"look...

Bandile-(shookhishead)whatever.

Bandileemptiedtheclothesouthisbagandbangedthedooronhiswayout.Sandilesighedand
re-dailedSbani'snumber.

Sbani-areyouavoidingme?

Sandile-Idon'tthinkthat'spossible.

Sbani-GoodbecauseI'dhatetothinkso.....gobackhomeSandile.

Sandile-areyoucrazy?Myfatherisoutforbloodandyouwantmetothrowmyselfinthe
dungeon.Weneedaplan.

Sbani-Nowedon't,yourunningawayfrom him willonlymakehim digdeeper,gohomeifhe
asksyouanything,youdenyeverything.

Sandile-ifonlyitwasthateasy.

Sbani-itis,rememberthepledge,gobackhomeSandilebeforeyoufoundtobealiability.

Sandile-(frowned)whatdoesthatmean?

Sbani-youknowexactlywhatitmeans,I'm nottheonerunningthisshipfornow,thereforeI
havenocontrolwhenitcomestodecisionmaking,Ican'tprotectyouasyet.

Sandile-fine.....butI'm goingtoneedafewdaystogetmyshittogether.

Sbani-don'ttaketoolong.

Sbanihangedup,Sandilesighedstressfullyandsatdownwithhisheadhunglowwithhis
elbowsrestedonhisknees...

ATNELLY'SAPARTMENT.....



It'sbeenalongdayatwork,shecouldsmelltheenticingaromacomingfrom thekitchen.She
placedherworkbagoninthesmalltablebythedoorandtookofherheelsandwalked
barefoot....

Nelly-afternoonMa

Sarah-youback....Ididn'thearyougetin.

ShenoticedthatSarahwaskindofavoidingeyecontact,sheraisedherbrowlookingather...

Nelly-whatisit?

Sarah-(sighs)Sbani'shere.....he'swaitingfiryouinyourroom.

Nelly-howlonghashebeenhere?

Sarah-it'sabeenawhile.

Shenoddedandwenttocheckonthebabiesfirstthansheproceededtoherbedroom.She
slowlyopenedthedoorandclosed,takingsmallstepsfoward.Sbaniwassleepingonherbed,
hemusthavebeenwaitingforlongsincehelookedindeepsleep.Notwantingtodisturbhim
becauseitactuallylookedlikethiswashisfirstactualgoodsleepindays.

Sarah-youguystalkedalready?

Nelly-he'ssleeping....Ididn'twanttowakehim up.

Sarahgaveheraknowingsmile...

Nelly-what?It'snotwhatyouthink.....Sbanihasasleepingproblem.

Sarah-sure.

Theybothlookedateachotherandlaughed,shehookherheadathowsillySarahwasbeing
andwalkedbacktoherroom tofreshenup.

Laterthatnight......



Sbaniwashavingabaddream,hewokeuppantingandrubbedhiseyes,hisbodywentalarmed
whenhescannedhiseyesinthedarkandtheroom wasforeigntohis.Itwasonlywhenhe
lookednexttohim andnoticedNellyonthefarendofthebedsleeping.Hecalmeddownbuthis
heartwasstillbeatingrapidly,helaidhimselfbackonthebedandreachedforherwaistbringing
herclosertohim inaspooningposition.Shegainedconsciousnesswhenshefelthisarmswrap
tightlyaroundheraswellashishotbreathfanningthenapeofherneckduetohisrapid
breathing."Justthisonenight",shethoughttoherselfandclosedhereyesfallingbacktosleep
inthosefamiliararms....

Thenextday....

Hehaddisalarmedheralarm andswitchedoffherphone,heknewshe'dbeangrywhenshe
wokeupandfoundoutwhathehaddone.Hejustwantedtokeepholdingherlikethisand
watchhersleeplikealwaysforthelasttimesincethiswasaprivilegehe'sbeendeniedfor
weeksandhadnoideawhenhecouldhaveitback.Helookedathisclockanditwasnearlytime
forhim tomakehiswaytotheairport,asmuchashedidn'tlikeit,heneededtowakeherup.

Sbani-(shakingher)baby......babywakeup.

Nelly-hmmmm...

Sbani-wakeupweneedtotalk.......baby.

Shefrownedandpulledoneeyebrowup,hereyesopenedandtheymetwithhis...

Nelly-ohmyGod!!!Whattimeisit.

Sbani-justafewminutesafterten.

Nelly-(jumped)Fuck!!!I'm late....didn'tyouhearmyalarm?Whydidn'tyouwakemeup.

Sbani-babycanyoubestillandlistentome.

Nelly-NoSbani....(pacingaroundtheroom lookingforherphone)youneedtoleave.....
(mutteredtoherself)where'smyphone?

Hemovedoutthebedandwenttostandnexttoher....

Sbani-Ineedtotellyousomething.



Nelly-(pacingaround)notnow.

Sbani-NELLYI'M LEAVING........todayIflyoutformyfirsttraining.

Shestoppedandlookedathim,heknewhehadherattentionnowbutitwasthelookoffearhe
didn'tlike....

Sbani-Idon'tknowhowlongIwillbeawayandIdon'tevenknowwhereI'm flyingtoo.I'vebeen
tryingtotellyoubut....

Nelly-training?Whydoyouneedtraining?Youjustheadingthiswholeoperation,whywouldyou
needtraining?Younotoneoftheirweapons.

Sbani-Iwillberunningitbutastheirleader,Ineedthenecessarytraining.Everyonewho'sgoing
tobeworkingformeneedstraining,evenouradminstaffwillbeproperlytrained.

...(silence)...

Sbani-babysaysomething.

Nelly-there'snothingtosaybesidesthatyoutravelsafe.

Sbani-babypleasedon'tshutdownonmenow,Icanseeitinyourfacethatyouhave
somethingtosay.

Nelly-Ineedtofindmyphone.

Shetriedtowalkpasthim buthegentlyplacedherheadinhischestandhuggedher...

Sbani-ifyouwon'tsaysomethingIwill......I'm happythatIsleptinyourarmslastnightandthat
Igottowatchyousleep.I'm sorry,IknowI'vesaidthiscountlesstimesbutIwillkeepsayingit
untilIfindbetterwordstogiveanewmeaningtothem.(Kissedherforehead)Ipromisetobe
safeandIhopewhenIcomebackyouwillstillhaveme.

Heheldhertightlyandshetriedsohardholdinghertearsbackbutshefailedandburstthem
out....

Sbani-willyoudrivemetotheairport?



Shejustnoddedwithherheadstillburiedinhischest....

ATKINGSHAKAINTERNATIONALAIRPORT....

Thecarridehadbeensilent,nonofthem daredtosayanything,theywerenowattheairport's
parkingandwerejustsilentlysittinginthecar,hertearsjustkeptcoming,forsomereasonshe
wasjustoverlyemotionalandcouldn'tpinexactlywhereheremotionscamefrom.Shewasjust
sadaboutalot.Blessknockedontheirwindowandtheybothsighedunbucklingtheirbeltsand
hewasthefirsttogetourthecar.

Bless-youguysworkedthingsout?

Sbani-(shookhishead)regardlessofthestatusofourrelationship,weloveeachother,that's
whyshe'sheretoday.

Bless-(nodded)IknowyouhappythatsheisandwhenyouhappythanI'm happybecauseI
knowyourstateofmindisatpeace.Ineedyousaneatalltimes.

Sbani-(laughs)takecareofherthan,that'stheonlywaytokeepmymindsane.(They
embracedoneanother)Iloveyoubro.

Bless-(smiled)(softvoice)Jackcomeback....ComebackJack.....

Sbani-(laughsandplayfullypuncheshim)quitfuckingarounddude.

Bless-(laughs)(locksthehugintight)ontherealthough,comebacktomesafeman,before
herIam yourfirsttruelove.....(giveshim abiggrin)Iloveyouman.

Theybreakthehugandnodateachother,NellystepsoutthecarandwatchesasSbanigathers
hisbag.Hesmilesatherandshenodsathim.Hesighedandstartedwalkingoff...

Bless-youjustgoingtolethim gowithoutakissorhug.

Shefeltthehugelumpgrowinginherthroatandalmostburstintoahestericcrycallingafter
him.Hestoppedandturnedwatchingherruntohim...

Nelly-(breakingvoice)Nkanyezisaidtogivedaddyakissgoodbye.

Hesmiledanddroppedhisbagpullinghercloserintoapassionatekisswhilewipingher
escapingtearswithhisthumbs...



Sbani-(grinning)tellmyStarthekissisverymuchappreciatedandit'snotakissgoodbyebut
ratheradaddywillseeherlater...

Shejustnoddednottrustinghervoice...

Sbani-nowthisisformommy...

Heheldbothsidesofherfacelookingintohertearyeyesandpassionatelykissedherthrough
hercryingmess.

Sbani-(laughing)youdoknowI'm notgoingtowarright.....sostopcryinglikeaveteran
widow.....onsecondthoughtskeepcryingjustsoyoufeelbadfordumpingme.

Shelaughedandpushedhim off...

Nelly-comebackwithscars,brokenjaws,missingtoothandbrokennoseandoneleg.

Theyfistbumpedandhewinkedwalkingoff.....

Meanwhile.....

NdabukoparkedhiscarnexttoNelly's,Blesswalkedtohiscarwindowandraisedhisbrow,the
windowrolleddown....

Ndabuko-we'vegotabigproblem,SibiyaishavingNellyfollowed.

Bless-areyousure?

Ndabuko-positive.....Ithinkhejustwantedtoscarehersosherenewstherealsowecan
continueandworkwithZulu&son'sbutnow,there'salotthat'sgoingtointeresthim.There'san
envelopewhichIbelievecontainspicturesofherrecentactivities.

Bless-SHIT!!!



Ndabuko-hecan'tgetholdofthosepictures,thisentireoperationmightjustblowupbeforeit
evenbegins.

Bless-doyouthinkhe'shavingyoufollowedtoo?

Ndabuko-IdoubtitbutIhavetheguyinmytrunkrightnow,maybehemighttellusexactlywhat
myfatherwants.

Bless-what!!!

Ndabuko-itwaseitherthatorhetakestoday'spictureswithmeinthem andmyfatherkillsus
all.AndIdon'tthinkMbusodaughterissafewithNellyanymore.

Bless-takehim tooneofmyclubs,Iwillhaveguystherewaitingforyou.

Ndabuko-andI'm goingtomakesurethatenvelopedisappears.

Henodsanddrivesoff....

Nelly-whowasthat?

Bless-aguywho'slost.

ATLANGENIHOTEL....

Aknockcamethroughhisroom,hecarelesslyopenedthedoorandtwomendressedinblack
wereontheothersideofthedoor,itwasalreadylatetoclosethedoorastheypushedinand
shutthedoorgoingafterSandile,hetriedfightingbutthetwomenoverpoweredhim instrength.
Theyknockedhim outcoldandoneofthem carriedhim outtheroom whiletheothercleared
theroom andputeverythingbackinplace.

Man2-(talkingontheearpiece)in10minuteswewillbeoutthehotel,bereadytohavethehotel
servaliancebackon.

Helookedaroundthehotelcorridorandquicklymadeadashforit...

ATTHEINTELLIGENCEHEADOFFICE....

Man-eaglehasbeencapturedsir.

Moses-(onthephone)you'vegothim......good,don'tharm him butkeephim there,I'm flyingin



thisafternoon.

Heendedthecallandandspinnedhisofficechairthinking.Amessagecamethroughandhe
openedthetextsawaninterestingpicture.

Moses-(smiling)well,well,well......whatdowehavehere.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....

SEASONTWO

Insert68

ATCLUB101....

Skillztiedtheguytoachairandpouredicewateroverhishead...

Skillz-yey!!!Wenawakeup.

Guy-(panting)(lookingaround)wheream I?What'sgoingon?Whydidyoukidnapme?Idon't
knowwhoyouthinkIam orwhatisitthatIdidbutyougotthewrongguy......(shouting)YOU'VE
GOTTHEWRONGGUY!!!!!

Skillzshutthedoorandansweredhisphone...

Skillz-Boss

Bless-isheawake?

Skillz-yeah....what'sgoingon?Thisisnotourstyle.

Bless-Iknow,I'llexplainwhenIgetthere.

Henoddedandendedthecall.Skillzorderedoneoftheguystogethim water....

20minuteslater.....



BlessarrivesandfindsSkillzinhisoffice,theyfistbumpandtakeshisseat.

Skillz-thisbetterbegoodforyoutobeworkingwithSibiya.

Bless-thatpartiscomplicatedandIwillfillyouinonitlater,rightnowwedon'thavetime.

Skillz-(nods)sowhoishe?

Bless-Idon'tknowbutI'm abouttofindout,hewascaughtkeepingtabsonNelly.

Skillz-why?She'snotindangerishe?

Bless-hopefullyshe'snotbutshemighthavepissedseniorSibiyainabusinessdealandthis
mightbehiswayofretaliatingorsendingawarningtoher.Idon'tthinkhewantstoharm her
though.

Skillz-ifseniorisdoingthisthanhowcomeyouworkingwithhisboy?He'stwotiminghisfather?

Bless-likeIsaid,it'scomplicatedbutyouwillunderstandeverythingonceIfillyouin,takemeto
theguy.

Skillz-(nods)butbeforewego,whatmethodareweusingtogethim talking.

Bless-wenotspillinganybloodthat'snotusbutweneedtomakehim believewe'renotafraid
togothatfar.I'llgointhereinthemeantimeyougetmeeverythingweneedtoknowaboutthis
guy,maybehavingleverageoverhim mightmotivatehim moretotalk.

Skillz-onitboss.

Bless-ohandtrackNomusa'sphoneforme.

Skillz-(laughs)justcheckyourphone.

ATSIBIYARESIDENCE....

NdabukonoticedhisfatherSUVwasnotinthedrivewaywhenheparkedhiscar.Henoddedto
securityandwalkedinsidethehouse.Itwasquiet,soquietthathesuspectedDebbiewasalso
notinsidethehouse.Hejoggedupthestairstohisfather'sstudy,henoticedthesmallred
beacononthedoor....

Ndabuko-SHIT!!!!

Hetriedthinkingofanypossiblecorrectcodetoopenthedoor.Throughhisnumeroustriesnot
asinglecombinationworked.Heknewhehadlimitedtriesbeforethealarm canbetriggered....



Debbie-whatareyoudoing?

Hedroppedhishandsandturnedtoherdirection,judgingbyhisfaceheknewshehadbeen
watchinghim allthistime...

Ndabuko-noneofyourbusiness.

Debbie-itismybusinessifyouattemptingtotrespassintomyhusbandsoffice.

Ndabuko-(mocks)yourhusband,howsweet.

Debbie-finebelikethat...

Hewatchedherwalkaway,hecursedhimself....

Ndabuko-WAIT!!!!

Debbiestoppedandraisedabrowlookingathim....

Ndabuko-doyouknowthepassword?

Debbie-youknowIdo,thequestionis,canyousaythemagicwordssoIcanhelpyou.

Ndabuko-(frowned)forgetit,I'llopenitmyself......Idon'tevenknowwhyIbothered,younever
reallydoanythingforme.

Debbie-(walkedclosertohim)whateverthisis,it'sdone,youemotionallyblackmailingmeor
trappingmeusingmypastfailuresandmistakesjustsoyougetyourway,I'm overit.Now
you'vegotonlythreetriesleftbeforethealarm istriggered,goodluck.

Sheangrilystormedoffwithherheelsroughlyclickingonthefloor.Hefrustratedlykickedone
ofthepotplantsandstormedoutthehousewithhisphoneonhisear.

ATORTAMBOINTERNATIONALAIRPORT...

ThatoheldNomusa'shandandmadetheirwaytotheJetwithtwobodyguardsoneachoftheir
sidesandanothertwobehindcarryingtheirbagsandNomusa'sshoppingbags.Justbefore



theycouldboardtheJet,forthefourthtimeintothistripshenoticedthetwosmallstateflags
whichshesawoneverycartheyriddenandnowheretheywerebytheJet.

Nomusa-(whispered)areyouapolitician?

Thato-(placedhishandonherback)becareful....

Shesighedandsmiledlightlytothestaffandtookherseat.Hesatjustoppositeherand
signaledthewaitertocome.Henoticedshewantedtosaysomethingbutitlookedlikeshewas
atwarwithherself....

Waiter-Sir(looksatNomusa)Mam,isthereanythingyoubothmightlikemetogetforyou.

Thato-glassofwhiskeyandsomeseafood,what'sonyourmenutoday?

Waiter-wehavesomemusclesandcrab,Iinsistonhavingmusclessir.

Thato-(smiles)musclesitisthan,babewhatareyouhaving?

Nomusa-I'm good.

Thato-(raisedhisbrow)areyousure?

Nomusa-yeah,Ihadsomepastaatthehotel,mystomachisstillbloatedandwedon'twant
whathappenedyesterdaynow,youknowI'm stillnewtothisflyingthing.

Thato-(laughs)youwillgetusedtoit,justgethersomewaterandtoffyice-cream,shewill
thankmelater.

Sheblushedandrolledhereyeslookingsideways,thewaiterwalkedoffandThatoreachedfor
herhand...

Thato-areyouokay?

Nomusa-(smiled)yeah...

Henoticedhersmileddidn'treachhereyes...

Thato-(sighed)I'm notapoliticianwellsortoff....I'm anentrepreneurwhohappenstobeborn
from afamilyofpoliticians.MydadisthemayorofDurbanandmymom isaMECineducation.
Idon'treallytellpeoplewhomyfamilyiswhenIfirstmeetthem,notbecauseIsuspectthem of



anythingbutbecauseifyou'reborntoapowerfulfamily,it'sveryhardtomakeanamefor
yourselfwithoutyourfamilynamebeingpushedattheforefront.I'm Thatotheentrepreneur
beforeI'm ThatoRadebe.

Nomusa-it'salottotakeinbutIjustwishyouwerehonestwithmeupfrontandletmetakethat
decisiontobewithyournot,familieslikeyoursreputationisveryimportanttothem.

Thato-myfamilyisn'tabunchofrichandselfentitledpeoplebutyouright,reputationisafactor,
we'reapublicfamily.Yougotnothingtoworryabout,you'resmartandifyouhaven'tfiguredit
outalready,thefactthatyoustudyingsomethingasentenseasmedicineisaplustothem.

Nomusa-exactly,I'vebeeninthecitylongenoughtoknowexactlyhowrichpeopleact.There's
afewrichfolksthatIknowwhicharen'tsnobsandfullofthemselves.TaketheNdawora'sthey
humbleanddon'tlookdownonanyone,that'sararetraittofind.Idon'twanttobesubjectedto
alteringmyselfjusttopleaseyourphdfamily.

Thato-(laughsindisbelief)PhDfamily?Really?HonestlyI'm disappointedinyourchoiceof
words.Ican'tunderstandwhyyou'dwritemyfamilyoffwhenyouhaven'tevenmetthem.

Nomusa-Ithinkitbettertofacerealitythanfoolmyselfintobelievingthattheywillbeany
different.

Thato-sowhatareyousaying?

Nomusa-weshouldbothagreethatthiswasfunwhileitstilllasted.

Thato-(lossforwords)wow!!!

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE......

ZenandetookoffherheadphonesandsatnexttoDonfacingMaSiwelaandMthoko...

Zenande-whyyoualllookinglikeyougotsomethingstuckyour.....(fakecoughed)Imeanstiff....
youlookingstiffyeahthat'stherightword.

MaSiwela-ZenandewehavesomethingimportanttodiscusswithyoubutbeforewebeganI
ask,Ipleadwithyouthatyoukeepanopenmindandyoulisten.

Zenande-okay.

Mthoko-rememberthelasttimewewereatyouroldhouse?,thedaywefetchedThaboand
yourmo....ImeanLindiwewasinabadconditionpassedoutandbeaten.

Zenande-(sighs)Lindiweisdeadisn'tshe?

Theylookedateachother....



MaSiwela-No,she'snotdead.

Zenande-oh....Ireallythoughtshewas,Imeanit'sbetterthatway,Thabowon'thavetokeep
askingabouther.

Theylookedateachotheragainwiththerealisationthatthiswasgoingtobereallyhard...

Mthoko-rememberIsuggestedgettinghertorehab,thatwasnohealthysituationforsomeone
tolive.

Zenande-Bhutiifit'srehabyouwanttoadmithertoothanpleasedon'tbother,peoplelike
Lindiwewillneverchange,theydon'twanttochange.Mamatriedgettinghertochangebutshe
wasn'twillingtoo,askher,howmanytimesdidyoutryMa?

MaSiwela-aboutfiveorsixtimesbut...

Zenande-exactly,Mthodon'twasteyourmoney.

Mthoko-Zeeshe's...

Zenande-(shakesherhead)Iappreciatewhatyoutryingtodobuttrustme,it'spointless,
Lindiwe...

Don-Lindiweisinrehabbaby...

Zenande-what?

Don-she'sinrehab....wellwasinrehabforthepastyearandcoupleofmonths.

Zenande-(looksatMaSiwela)isthistrue?

MaSiwela-(nods)it'struebaby,she'srecovering,actuallyshe'sstartingtolooklikeheroldself
again.

Zenande-whatoldself?There'sonlyoneversionofLindiwethatIknowandthatisacrankhead
withselfishbehaviouranduselessbeing.

Mthoko-Iwentbackthatdayandtookhertoahospitalandfrom thereshewasadmittedin
rehabilitationcenter.HonestlyIdidn'tthinkshewasactuallygoingtopullthroughbutIknowI
neededtotry,foryouandforThabo.AndshedidZee,Iwenttocheckonhereveryweekand
shewas....

Zenande-(standsupcrying)NO!!!!Whydidn'tyoujustletherdieinthathouse,itwouldhave
beenbetterforeveryone,doyouunderstandwhatyouhavedone?

MaSiwela-Zenandeshe'schangingherlife,babymaybeifyoujustseeherforyourselfand...

Zenande-youpeoplearenothearingme,Lindiwewillneverchange,IwillnotputThabothrough
thattraumaagain,he'snormalnow,ahappyboywhoenjoyslifeandhasfriends.Iwon'truin
thatforhim justbecauseofcrankheadLindiwe.She'sdestructionandshedoesn'tjustdestroy
herselfalone,shedestroysthosearoundhertoo,notnowandnotever.She'snotraising



Thabo'shopesonlytocrashitwhenshegoesbacktoherfix.Whateveritisthatyouhavedone,
keepittoyourselfanddonotinvolvemeandThabo.Lindiweisdeadtous.

Don-IunderstandyourfrustrationandpainbabybutThaboneedshismother,youmaynotcare
aboutLindiwebutThaboisstillaboyandseeinghismothertransformedintothisnewwoman
wholookslikeeveryonewillbebeneficialtohisupbringing.Thabo'smindisstillgrowingand
thatcomeswithcuriosityandalotofquestions,hemaynotaddresshisconcernsaboutLindiwe
withyoubutthatdoesn'tmeanhedoesn'tthinkabouther,likeyousaid,heasksabouther
sometimes.Givehim thatopportunitytodecideforhimselfbesidesthistimehisnotalone,you
notalone,youbothgotus,nomattertheoutcomeorwhattomorrowholds,wearehereforyou
guys.

Zenande-yousaidshewasinrehab,whereisshenow?

Mthoko-sinceIwastheonethatadmittedherin,Iwasautomaticallyregisteredashernextof
kinandIhadMaregisteredtoo.She'soutonprobationandstillneedstocheckineveryweek
withherofficecounselor,nowIworkandNtombijusthadababy,it'snotconvenientforherto
staywithmerightnowsothenextoptionwillbethatMatakesherin.

Zenande-(indisbelief)youwantherlivinghere?NO!!!shecan't,ifshecomeshereI'm taking
Thabowithmeandwemovingout.

MaSiwela-shewon'tstayhereinthemainhouse,wewillarrangethecottageforher,youdon't
evenhavetoseeherifyoudon'twanttoo.

Zenande-NoMa,Idon'twantherhereatall,ifshecomesweleaving,youchoose.

Shegrabbedherheadphonesandwalkedoutthehouse.....

Don-howarewegoingtotellherthatLindiweisstayingwithmefornowandworkingatyour
shop?

MaSiwela-(sighs)let'sgivehertimetopounderoverthisthanwewilltellheralltheotherdetails,
atleastnowsheknowsabouther.

Mthoko-we'vegotalongwaytogo,ZenandehatesLindiwe,notaboneinherrecognizesheras
hermotherorevenasfamily,Ithinkwefightingalosingbattle.....

ATNDABUKO'SHOUSE....

Debbieparkedhercarandgotoutlookingaroundtheneighborhood.Shewalkedtothedoorand
rangthebell.Amiddleagewomanopenedthedoor,wearingmaidclothingwithafeatherduster
inherhands....



Debbie-(smiled)hi

Her-goodday,canIhelpyou?

Debbie-I'm heretoseemyson.

Her-son?

Debbie-(nods)yes,thisismyson'shouse,NdabukoSibiya.

Her-uhmm....canyouwaitherforaminute.

Ndabuko-(deepvoice)leaveus.

Thewomannoddedlookingdownandhurrieddisappearing....

Ndabuko-whatareyoudoinghereDebbie?

Debbie-ain'tyougoingtoletmein?

Hepulledouthisgunfrom behindandpointeditather...

Ndabuko-whatareyoudoinghere?

Debbie-youwouldn't.

Ndabuko-youknowIwouldsodon'teventrytoconvinceyourselfthatIwouldn'tbecauseyou
knowverywellnothingcanstopfrom pullingthetrigger.WHATTHEFUCKYOUDOINGHERE
DEBBIEANDHOW DOYOUKNOW WHEREISTAY?

Itbrokeherheartthatherownsonhadsomuchanimositytowardsher,sheknewthatNdabuko
couldkillherandnotevenfeelbadaboutit,thathiwmuchhehatedher.Andtomakematters
worseshenowknowswherehestays,notevenherhusbandknowswhereNdabukostays,she
knowsthatthisisoneofmanysecretpropertiesheownsunderfalseidentity...

Debbie-(handedhim theenvelope)thisiswhyI'm here.

Hegrabbedtheenvelopeandlookedatherwitharaisedbrow...

Debbie-thisiswhatyouwantedright?

Ndabuko-what'sinitforyou?



Debbie-nothing,justdon'tsayIneverdidanythingforyou.Youcan'tkeepitthough,Ihaveto
returnitbeforeyoufathercomeshome.

Herippedtheenvelopeopenandcameacrossdocumentsapondocuments.Thereweresome
picturestakenfrom adistancebutnoneofthem hadNelly,insteaditwasoneofftheirclose
alliesdaughter,bythelooksofthings,hisfatherwantedtohijacktheirbusinessandclosehim
down.Hewasconfusednowmorethaneverandalotofquestionsrunningthroughhishead....

Debbie-youdon'tlookpleased.

Ndabuko-(shoveditallbacktoher)sorrytodisappointyouDebbiebutinheroicactyougotthe
wrongenvelope.

Debbie-it'snotpossible,hiswastheonlyenvelopthereandtheonewhichhewasgivenwhen
youwerewithhim.Ikeeptabsonyourfather,IknoweverythingthathappensinthathouseandI
wasgiventhisinformationbyaveryreliablesource.

Ndabuko-wellit'sallawaste......nowgetthefuckoutmyhouse.

Debbie-ThankyouDebbiewillbenice.

Ndabuko-(pointedthegunatheragain)I'm notgoingtorepeatmyself.

Shesigheddisappointedandwalkedtohercar....

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....

Nomusa-(foldedherarms)takemehomeThato.

Thato-(foldedhisshirtssleeves)Idon'tknowwhatkindofdushbagsyouusedtoobutIain't
oneofthem.IfightforwhatIwantandI'm noteasilydefeated.Iwantyou,Idon'tgiveafuck
aboutyourinsecuritiesorwhatyouthinkyouknowaboutmeormyfamily.Iftheyturnouttobe
entitled,typicalrichpeoplethanfuckthem,nowgofreshenupandletyourmantakecareof
dinnerforyou....

Sheblushedandwasabouttowalkawaybuthegrabbedherarm...

Thato-Ngiyakuthandayezwa?

Itwasthat"yezwa"thateruptedbutterfliesinherstomach,shewrappedherarmsaroundhis



neckandpushedhim tothecouchwhilekissinghim....

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

INAFOREIGNCOUNTRY....

Sbanisatinacarblindfolded,hisbodyfeltfunnyandhisheadwasaching,thelastthinghe
rememberistheparkwithhiskids,smallvisionsofhim boardingaplaneandwakingupnextto
Nellykeptpoppingupbutitwasalltodistortedforhim tobuildapicture.Somethinginhisgut
toldhim thatthiswholesetupwaswrong,hecouldmakeoutfiguresthroughtheclothbutnot
enoughforhim toenablehim totakeaction.Heclosedhiseyesandhischildrenfaceswasall
hecouldsee.

ATANUNKNOWNLOCATION....

Sandilewincedandgainedconsciousness,hescannedaroundandnoticedhewasinawarm
housespacewithwetfloor,whenhetriedtomovehefoundthathewaschainedinbothhis
ankles.Hepanickedfeelingscared....

Sandile-HELP!!!!

Hecontinuedtoscream butnobodyresponded.Tearsfilledhiseyesashecontinuedtocryout
forhelp.

ATCLUB101...

Man-(crying)Nomore,nomore.

ThemancriedpleadingforBlesstostoptorturinghim.Skillzsignaledforthem tostep
outside.....

Skillz-Boss,Ithinkwegotthewrongguy,IcheckedhisSDcardinhiscameraandthere'sbunch
ofrandom picturesofstrangersinthere.

Bless-FUCK!!!!



Skillz-Icheckedtheguysbackgroundaswellandhe'sclean.Likefuckingnerdclean.

Bless-holdon...

Heansweredhisphone...

Bless-Sibiya.

Ndabuko-wehaveaproblem.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....
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INAFOREIGNCOUNTRY....

ThecarstoppedandhehadpeoplespeakingwhatseemedtobesomeArabiclanguageor
accent.Justwhenhewastryingtolistenclearly,shotswerefired,hesquintedhiseyesand
loweredhisheadaslowaspossible,prayingsilentlyashisheartbeatshothighrapidly.The
shootingstoppedbuthekepthisheadlowandagainsomeonespokeinaArabicaccent,
footstepsgotclosertothecarandthedooropened,anarm touchedhiskneeandhewentforit,
hestartedkickingandthepersonstartedshoutingback....

Him-hey,hey,hey....goodguy,goodguy!!!

"Goodguy",themanrepeatedlyshoutedthosewordsuntilSbanistoppedkicking...

Him-memovemaskoffface....understood?

HenoddedandthemanslowlyreachedforSbani'sfaceandpulledtheblindfoldoff.

Him-Givemeyourhands.



Heuncuffedhim andthrewabottleofwaterathim....

Him-drink,thisplacelikedessert,youneedwater.

Sbani-(gulpedthewater)wheream I?

Him-welcometoSyriamyfriend,themotherofwars.

Someoneshoutedathim inanArabiclanguage,thenoddedandhandedSbaniasmallgun....

Him-wehavetogobeforerebelsfindushere,shootanythingthatmoves.

Sbani-youtrustmewiththis?

Him-let'ssayItrustyoumorethanItrustanymotherfuckerinthiscountry.Letsgo,it'salong
waytobase,Ihopeyoucankeepupmyfriend.

Sbanigrabbedhisbackpackfrom thetrunkofthejeepandwatchedastheytouchit,oneofthe
otherguyshandedhim ascarfandbulletvest.Helookedaroundandtherewassmokeanddust
everywhere...

Him-everseenawarzonebeforemyfriend?

Sbani-ifBloodDiamondorTearsofaSunareserveasgoodreferencethanyes.

TheguyslaughsandtranslatewhatSbanisaidintheirlanguage,therestofthemenjoinhim in
hislaugh....

Him-you'refunnymanmyfriend...

InthemistofeverythingheforgothewasinSyria,inthemiddleofwarandlongwayfrom home,
inthatmomenthelookedattheguysaroundhim,twoofthem lookedyoungerthanhim and
theylookedsobrave,onethinghenoticedinallthemenfaceswasthe"pride"theycarried.He
hadnoideawhatjusthappenedorwheretheytakinghim too,allheknewwasthatinthat
moment,hefeltwhatthosemanfelt....

ATANUNKNOWNLOCATION..



Moseswalkedinfollowedbytwoofhismen,Sandilewashopefulwhenhesawhisdad...

Sandile-Baba!!!!

Moses-Sandileyou'vegottwochoices,tellmeeverythingthatyouknoworyoustayinthat
conditionandthinkaboutexactlywhatyou'vedone.Youbetrayedyourownfather(laughs)I
musthavereallyunderestimatedyou,(clapshishands)I'dgiveittoyouthough,youalmostgot
me.

Sandile-Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Moses-Iknowaboutyou,Bless,SbaniabdSibiya'ssons,sodon'ttrytoevendenyit.

Mosesthrewthepicturesathim.

Moses-I'vebeentailingNellyforsometimenow,wellatfirstitwasmywayofknowingwhat's
happeninginherlife,untilonedayIgotaveryinterestingpictureofoneofSibiya'ssonbreaking
intoherhomeandtheothertailinghisbrother.Ithoughttomyselfhmmm thisisinteresting,
whatbusinesswouldSibiya'ssonshavewithmydaughter.Littlebirdietoldmemydaughteris
fosteringagirlworth5.6millionintheblackmarket,nowyouhavetounderstandwhenIheard
this,itjustsparkedmyinterestevenmore.SoIdiggeddeeperandIfoundoutwhatreally
happenedtothatlittlegirlandmyconsciousbecausebelieveitornotsonIdohaveone
wouldn'tletmedisclosethisinformationtomygreatfriendSibiya,ImeanI'm againstchild
abuseorchildpornography.Ifathertwogirls,andagrandfathertothreegirls,I'dneverputany
childorwomenthroughthat.ButjustasIwasabouttoletthisslide,guesswhathappened?I
getwordthatsomefilesfrom HQsecretstorageroom wentmissingforadayandwereplaced
backthenextdayandthatmyveryownsonhasbeenaskingalotofquestionsandtakingodd
breaks.ButIthoughmweeee!!!ThisisjustSandilebeingSandilebutthanIgetwordthatyou've
orderedyoursecuritydetailtonotfollowyouanymoreandtomakeitmoreinterestingIget
informationthatyourGPSclearlyplacesyouatHQmajorityofyourtimebutIcancountexactly
sixdayswhereyouwererecordednotinthepremises.Smartboy,youmadesureyouwalked
aroundtheblockandrequestedanuberyouwerecertaintherewasnocamerabutyouforgot
onethingson,Iam theeye,Iseeeverything.ShouldIgoonoryougetthegistofwhereI'm
goingwiththis?

Sandile-Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Moses-(laughs)Isee,thatwhatthatlowlifeofmysoninlawtaughtyoutosay.Wellyouwant
toknowwhereheisnow?

HethrewapictureofSbanipassedoutandI'm cuffs....

Moses-he'sinSyria,andyouwanttoknowwhat'shappeninginSyriarightnow,thecityisinwar,



it'sawarzone.Hewon'tsurviveifIdon'twanthim too.

Sandile-(scared)Nellywillneverforgiveyou.

Moses-I'velivedmajorityofmylifelovingherfrom adistance;I'm notscaredofdoingitagain.

Sandile-Ithoughtyousaidyounotanevilman,he'sgotkids,yourgrandchildren.

Moses-aslongasI'm alive,mygrandchildrenwillneversuffer.Hefuckedwithmywork,26
yearsofhardearnedstruggleandhewantstofuckitallupforme.Hebuckedthewrongtree
thistime.

Sandile-FineI'lltellyoueverythingjustpromisetogethim home.

Moses-goodchoice,nowstarttalking.

Sandile-I'm notsayinganythinguntilIseeapicture...infactavideoofhim inORTAMBOorKing
Shakaairport,Ineedtoknowhe'sinSouthAfricasoilbeforeIsayanything.

Moses-youdoknowthatIdon'tneedyourconfession,Ialreadyknowwhat'sgoingon.

Sandile-youonlyknowthebaseofthisbutnottheentireplan,justbecauseyouknowofa
conspiracydoesn'tproveanything.ThisplanwillhappenwhetherornotyouhavemeandSbani,
likeyousaid,youunderestimatedme,Idon'tthinkyouwanttodothesamemistaketwice.

Moses-I'm sureSibiyawilllovetoknowwhathisson'sareuptoo.

Sandile-webothknowtellinghim wouldn'tbethewisestnotsmartestdecision,he'saticking
timeboom andI'm sureyounotriskingawholecityjustoutofspite.

Moses-(clenchedhisteeth)youmighthavewonthisbattlebutyouhaven'twonthewar.Iwillbe
backtomorrow.Iwillaskoneoftheguystobringyouamattressandsomethingtoeat,you're
mysonafterall.

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedout.SandilesighedinreliefandprayedthatBlesscatcheson
fast...

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT.....

HetookapictureofNomusastillsleepingandmadeithiswallpaper.Hetookaquickshower,
brushedhisteethandgrabbedhiscarkeys....

15minuteslater....

Hesawhissister'sminiCoopernexttohiscarandsighedtakinganelevatortohisfloor.She
rolledhereyeswhenshesawhim andgrabbedherbagfrom thefloor.



Sindy-thankGod!!!Whydidyouchangeyourlocksandcode?

Thato-hellotoyoutooSindiswaandthisismyplace,I'm allowedtochangelocksandcodes
anytimeIfeellikeit.Whatareyoudoinghereanyway?

Sindy-IhadearlyclientsandIdon'thaveclassuntillaterintheday..

Thato-nexttime,letmeknowyoucoming.

Shethrewherbagonthefloorandgrabbedthemug&beanbagsfrom him lookinginside.

Sindy-yougottwoofeverything....(smiling)doyouhaveagirlover?Ohmygosh!!!Who'sthe
unluckylady?

Thato-hencewhyIsaid,nexttimeletmeknowyoucoming.

Sindy-wellhowwasIsupposetoknowmynerdbrothergothimselfagirlfriend,honestlybrother
Iwasstartingtoworryaboutyou.

Thato-hahahaveryfunny,don'teventrytakingjabsatmewhenyourlovelifeisnon-existence.

Sindy-(shrugs)atleastIhavesomeone.

Thato-whenareyougoingtostartlivingbabygirl,datesomeoneyouwantandnotwhoour
parentsthinkisrightfortheirownimageandbenefit.

Sindy-atsomepointmeandBandiledidlikeeachotheryouknow.

Thato-yeahandyouwenttoCubaforthreeyears,youguysgrewapartandstoptryingto
rekindlesomethingthatlongdied,youdifferentpeoplenow.

Sindy-I'm ahopefulperson......sowhereisshe?Ormaybeyoujustmakingherup.

Thato-(laughs)she'sstillsleepingandIdon'tthinkIwanthertomeetyouyet.

Sindy-Ithinkit'sinherbestinterestthatshegetstoknowmeandhavetwopeopleinhercorner
whenshefinallymeetMrandMrsRadebe.

Nomusaclearedherthroatearningboththeirattention,alumpformedinherthroatwhenshe
lookedatSindystandingnexttoThato.Shesizedherfrom headtotoe,Sindywasveryslim,with
beautifulclearskinthatlookedlikeitradiatedfor365days,shewastallandhadonblackred
bottom stilltoes,withafittingdresswiththelabel"DrHAbrahamsskincareclinic",forthefirst
time,agirlmadeherselfconsciousofherselfbutsomethingaboutherlookedfamiliar...

Thato-babeyou'reawake....(hewalkeduptoherandpeckedherlips)meetmysisterSindiswa
Radebe,sismeetNomusamygirlfriend.



Sindy-Hi

Nomusa-hi....(looksatThato)I'm goingtotakeashower.

TheywatchedherdisappearandThatoturnedtohissister....

Thato-really?Hiisallyoucouldthinkoff.

Sindy-(shrugs)she'sbeautiful....

Thato-but?

Sindy-I'm notsureifmommywillapprove,shedoesn'treallyfitthecriteria.

Thato-justbecauseshe'snotanorexic,I'm datingherandnotmom.

Sindy-Idon'thaveaproblem withherweightbutyouknowourmother.I'm veganformyown
personalreasons,itgoodformyskin.

Thato-ontherealthough,whatdoyouthinkofher?

Sindy-likeIsaidshe'sbeautifulandIthinkherstudyingmedicineisabonusforme,IStanladies
inwhitecoats.

Thato-(laughs)howdoyouknowshestudiesmedicine.

Sindy-Igivelecturersthere,I'veseenheraround.

Thato-ohmakessense....soyoustayingforbreakfast?

Sindy-yep,whatdoyouhaveforme?

Thato-Ithinkthere'ssomesaladleftoverfrom yesterday'sfood.

INSYRIA.....

ThedooropenedandSbanisatupfrom thebed...

Him-followme.

Henoddedandfollowedbehindtheman,from hisknowledgehehadgatheredthatthiswasa
secretbase,awayfrom themilitaryandSyriagovernment.Themanopenedasmallofficeand
signaledforhim towalkin,oncehewasinside,thedoorclosed,leavinghim andanunknown
man,from whathewaswearing,heconcludedhewastheoneincharge...



Man-ThenameisAladin,codenameSkullcrusher.

Sbani-okay.

Aladin-doyouknowwhereyouare?

Sbani-No.

Aladin-sit.....drink?

Sbani-sure.

Hepouredwhiskeyforthebothofthem....

Aladin-weworkforgovernment,wellnotjustanygovernmentbutthegovernmentwhichyou
willsoonbeworkingfor.Ibelieveyoualreadyknowthatsuchorganisationsexistinevery
countryjustlikeyouabouttoestablishoneinyourowncountry.Iruntheseheadquarters.

Sbani-thoseman,theonethattookmefrom theairport,whoarethey?

Aladin-theyoneofus,wellwereoneofusuntiltheyacceptedadealintheblackmarketforyour
capturewhichisagainsttherules.IunderstandthepersonwhoputoutthatAdworksforyour
government.

Sbani-Moses.

Aladin-(nods)beforeweweretoldofyourexistence,weusedtocorrespondwithhim butinthe
lastmonth,wewereinformedtostopanyoperationswithhim andthosemendisobeyedthis
order.Thesesecretintelligencearenotjustranbyourowncountriesgovernments,onceyouin
thisfield,we'reaborderlessorganisation,meaningyourordersmaycomefrom anywhereinthe
world.Themainobjectiveistoremainsecretandunseen,weallreporttoGod'seyeandGod's
eyeseeseverything,God'seyeisalwaysonestepaheadofus,sowhateveryoudomyfriend,do
notfuckupbecausedeathisyourpenalty.

Sbani-sowhatnow?Iwassupposetoattendtraining?

Aladin-Noyouweren't,rememberthemainobjectiveistoremainunseen,therewasnotraining,
itwasallMoseswork,hesetitallup,heknowsthisoperationsoitwaseasyforhim tomake
everythinglooklegit,don'tworryabouthim though,hewillbedealtwithsoon.

Sbani-sowhatnow?

Aladin-you'retogetintoaplanetoday,onceyoubackinyourcountry,youimplementyourplan
andtakeover,yourteam doesn'thavemuchtimeleftanymorebeforeyourmissionblowsup.
Youguysarealreadyaliability,thesooneryougetcontrolthebetteritisforyou.Shouldtheplan
fail....youalreadyknowandseentoomuch....youseewhereI'm goingwiththis?

Sbani-(nods)Iunderstand.

Aladin-(shakeshishand)goodluckmyfriendandwelcometotheteam,Ihopetoseeyousoon,
God'seyewillbeincontactformorefurtherdetails.



Thenextday....

ATANUNKNOWNLOCATION....

ThedooropenedSandilesatupandwassurprisedtoseeSbaniwalkinginwiththreeunknown
guysandoneshe-man,wellhewasn'tquitesurewhetheritwasaguyorgirl.Theshe-man
movedcloserandSandilelookedathim/herwithwideeyes,Sbanichuckledalittle,itlookslike
alltheguyswillstrugglewithseeingherforthefirsttime,shereallywasabeast.Hetoowas
surprisedseeingherforthefirsttime.

Sbani-canyoustandonyourown?

Sandile-yeah....manwhathappened?Youdon'tlooklikeyou'vebeeninSyria.

Sbani-trustme,IlookbetterthanIwastwodaysago,let'sgo.

Sandile-I'm confused,diddadsendyouhere?

Sbani-Nobuthe'sindeepshit,Ican'tbelievehewouldkidnaphisownson.

Sandile-I'm not....IthinkIfuckeduptoo.

Sbani-youdidandnowwehavetotakecareofbusiness.

Sandile-(whispered)whoaretheseguysandher..him....(hewhisperedthe"him"part).

Sbani-Newteam members,I'llexplainlater(laughs)andit'saher.

TheybothlaughedandSandilestretchedhisneckmakinghiswaytothecarwhilestealing
glancesatthebuffedwoman,Sbanismackedhim atthebackofhishead...

Sbani-(laughs)stopit.

Sandile-(whispered)dude,shehasmusclesbiggerthanBless.

Sbaniburstoutlaughingandenteredthecar...

ATTHEPOLICESTATION.....

ZandilesatinoneofthestoolswaitingforMbuso.Shekeptlookingatthetimesighed,it'sbeen



almostovertwohoursofherwaiting.Justwhenshewasabouttogiveup,Mbusowalkedin
followedbytwootheroffices,thereceptionladypointedatZandile,surprisedhewalkedupto
her....

Zandile-(foldedherarms)areyouavoidingme?

Everyonewaswatchingthem,hegrabbedherarm anddirectedheroutside...

Zandile-areyougoingtoanswerme?

Mbuso-ThisismyworkplaceandnoI'm notavoidingyou.

Zandile-I'vebeencomingherefortwoweeksstraightandyou'vestoodmeupforwholeweek,
whatdoyoucallthat?

Mbuso-ZandileI'm working,I'vebeenworkingoutsidecasesandifIrememberclearlyyouthe
onethatavoidedme.

Zandile-myfamilywasgoingthrougharoughtime.

Mbuso-andIunderstandthatbutwhatIwon'tstandforyouiscuddlingupwithyourexhusband
orhusbandwhateverheistoyou.

Zandile-likeIsaid,ourfami..

Mbuso-yeah,yeah....lookseemslikeyou'vegotalotonyourplateandsodoI,thankyouforthe
wonderfultimesandthelaughsbutIthinkweshouldendthisuntilyouknowwhereyoustand
andI'm nolongerthinkingaboutmydeadwife....

Zandilesaidsomethingbuthedidn'thearherashewaslookingatthetexthejustreceived....

Mbuso-(smiles)yeahsure,gottogo.

Heleftherstandingrightthere....

ATCLUB101.....

Bless-(rubshisfacefrustratedly)thisispointless,gethim cleanedandfedbeforedroppinghim
offtohishome.

Skillz-areyousureboss?



Bless-yeah...

*beep*

Hereadthetextandplacedhisphonebackinhispocket...

Bless-Igottogo,makehim understandreportinguswillbeabadidea.

ATBUHLEANDMPUMI'SAPARTMENT....

Theywereallcuddledupinbed...

Siya-sowhatareyousaying?Youwarminguptotheguy?

Buhle-(shrugs)Idon'tknowbuthe'snotbadandactuallyveryfunny.

Siya-Ithinkyoushouldreallygoforit,I'veseenhim alittlewithhisfamily,Iratherhim beingmy
fatherthanSibiya.

Buhle-hmmm yeah...

*beep*

Siya-(lookedathisphone)babeI'vegottogo...

INONEOFTHESIBIYA'SCLUBS....

AgirlwaskneedonthefloorgivingNdabukoablowjobwhilehesippedhiswhiskeyand
smoked....

*beep*

Heplacedhisdrinkonthetableandgrabbedthegirlbyherhairmovingherawayfrom hisd#%...



Girl-awwww!!!

Ndabuko-(threw200noteather)GETOUT!!!

Remembertolikeandcommentalways
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ATTHEGASARESIDENCE...

Onthephone...

MrsGasa-howcanInotworry?it'sbeenthreedayssinceheleftandhasn'tevengottenintouch
withme.Icalledoneoftheworkersfrom HQandnobodyknowswhereheis,Idon'thaveagood
feelingaboutthis.

Nomvelo-don'tworryyourselftoomuchmom,thisisdadwetalkingabouthere,hecantake
careofhimselfandifsomethinghappenedtohim,wewouldknowrightnow,wetalkingabouta
manwhowalksaroundwithacongregationofsecuritydetail.

MrsGasa-(sighs)Iknowbutdoesn'ttakeawaymyparanoia,Iam hiswife.

Nomvelo-understandablysomom......ifitwillmakeyoufeelbetter,Icancomehomeforlunch,
Derekhasthegirlstodayandit'smyoffday.

MrsGasa-(smiled)okay,bringNandos'I'm inthemoodfortheirgrilledchickenandhotsauce.

Nomvelo-youjustreadmymind.

JustwhenMrsGasahangedup,Bandilewalkedinandthrewhimselfonthecouchexhausted....

MrsGasa-waspracticethatbad?

Bandile-yeahandIhadanaccountingtestwhichIforgotabout.

MrsGasa-webothknowthere'snothingtoworryabout,numbersareyourthing.....how'sSmiso?
Maybeyoushouldbringherforlunch,poorgirlmustbelonelyinthatapartment.

Bandile-(sighs)I'vebeenbusywithrugbyandschoolthatIhardlyhadtimetoactuallybewith
her.....maybelunchwilleasehermood,she'sbeenreallynagginglately.



MrsGasa-nagging?Areyouhearingyourself?Oneshe'spregnant,twoherfamilykickedherout
andthreeshehastodealwithheremotionalstateandherpregnancyhormones,fourtheone
personwhosupposetobethereforherandbehershoulderhaslittlemuchtimetoactually
listentohervoiceherconcernsandinsecurities.Thatgirlisgoingthroughthemost,it'snotyou
who'slostafamilyandit'snotyourstudiesthatwillsufferasetback.Sodon'ttellmeabout
"she'snagging".

Bandile-okaymaybenaggingwasn'ttherightwordbutI'm tryingtoo,ifIcouldcutmyselfinto
piecesandattendtoeveryneedofmineIwould.I'm theteam'scaptain,Ihaveadegreetoexcel
inandIhaveSmisowhoneedsalisteningearandtotopitalloff,IhaveSindyandherfamily
anddadtobreakthenewstoo,thegrassain'tgreeneronmysidetoo.

MrsGasa-Idon'tevenunderstandwhyyoustillwithSindywhenclearlyyouwantSmisoand
she'scarryingyouchild.

Hedidn'trespondashecameacrossapictureofNomusaseatedbythepool,witha
provocativeVersacebikinishowingherbigyellowbehind.Thewet32inchweaveshewater
runningdownherbodyaddedtothesexinessofthepicture.Heheartthepictureandclickedon
herInstaprofile,browsingthroughallherpicturesandheartingtheonehelikes....

ATTHELIGHTHOUSE.....

Nomusasatattheedgeofthepool,lickinghericepopsicleandwatchedThatoswim,hehadon
lightblueshortsandshecouldn'thelpbutthinkhowhe'dlooksexyifhehadtherightmuscles
tofillthegapsofthoseshorts.ShechuckledinternallywhenshethoughtofBlessripping
throughthoseshortswithallthatmusclehehasbutlookingaroundherandthewholemood
andscene,somelikeBlessorSbaniwoulddefinitelyhavefitthevibe,andsheimaginedstrong
menlikethosetwocarryingherupanddoingallsortofthingsinsidethepool.Shequicklygot
ridofthosethoughtswhenThatoswimmedinherdirection,sheactuallyfeltguiltyhavingsuch
thoughtswhenshehadagreatguyinherpresence.Thatomaynotbedarkanddangerouslike
SbaniorbuffandmuscletoneduplikeBlessorBandilebutwhathecouldn'tmakeupinbodyhe
madeupinheight,hewastherightkindoftallandwasactuallyreallyfunnyandabundleof
happiness...

Thato-whatareyouthinking?

Nomusa-(smiled)nothing,justenjoyingtheviewRah....

Thato-(pulledherinsidethewaterandmadeherwrapherlegsaroundhim)(bitherlip)theway
yourtonguerollswhenyoucallme"Rah"sendssignalstoveryfarhiddenplaces.

Nomusa-(giggled)mamahasthesignal......haveyouevergottenyourd#@ suckedunderwater?

Thato-(surprised)what?No!!!...isthatevenpossiblewithoutyoudrowningyourself?



Nomusa-youtalkingtoawholedoctor,IknowwhatI'm doing,sowhatdoyousay?

Thato-(hisd#@ wasalreadyinmotion)babeareyousureyou'revirgin?

Sheslowlydippedunderthewaterandgrabbedhisd#@,justthethoughtofwhat'saboutto
happenandherhandarounditmadehiswholebodytwitch.Heheldontotheconcreteedgeof
thepoolandtriednottohavecrazyeyesashefoundimmensepleasureinwhatwashappening
underneath....

Thato-shit!!!!

ATCREATIVEMINDSCENTER....

Thebasement....

Ndabukolaidouthisfatherhousefloorplan,includingallhiswarehouses....

Mbuso-whatabouthisclub's?He'sgotmentheretoo.

Siya-(shookhishead)wenottouchingtheclubs,it'sapublicareaanditwilldrawtoomuch
attention.

Sbani-Iagree,plustheaim istomoveinandmoveout,wenotreallydestroyinganyofthese
properties,rememberwedethroningyourfathernotseekingforworldwarIIIII.

Mbuso-buttherewillbeshotsfired,youwon'tjustdethronehim,hewillmakeithardforus.

Bless-anyshotsfiredwetreatingitlikecasualties,thesoonerwegettheoldmantheeasierit
forhismentosurrendertotheknewleadership,50%ofhisarmyhateshisguts,Idon'tthink
theywillcareifhe'soutordies.

Mbuso-butwestillhavetheother50ormorewillingtodieforhim,shouldwereallybetalking
aboutmovinginwhenwedon'tevenhaveasolidplan,(looksatNdabuko)youknowhowthat
manis,thisissuicide.

Ndabuko-it'snowornever,ifwedelaythisandplantoomuchwerisktheplanreachinghisears.

Sbani-he'sright,wetakehim whenheleastexpectsitbutwewon'tdothemistakeof
underestimatingSibiya.

Bless-I'lltalktoMthokoaboutthelightsituation,I'vealreadytalkedtohisfatheraboutthe
software.

Sbani-goodjob.



Siya-(pointsatthenewmembers)whataretheydoing?.

Sbani-theyjoiningus,ourprotection.

Sandile-youmeanyourprotection,youthevaluableonehere.

Sbani-(laughs)notexactlyallroses,ifthemissionfails,theyhaveorderstoputabulletinallour
heads.

Siya-areyouserious?

Ndabuko-weknowtoomuch......fortheirsakeIhopetheyknowwhattheydoingbecauseI'm
notdyingandnobodywillputabulletinmyhead,Ikillnotgetkilled.

Whiletheguysweregoingthroughthefloorplansandmarkingkeyareas,Sandilesuddenly
rememberedhewasn'tgivenanyrole....

Sandile-hey,whatam Idoing?

Sledge-youwillbeathomesuckingonyourmama'stitties.

"Woooooaaaaa!!!!",echoedinsidethebasementastheguyslaughed...

Sandile-ohSledgeI'dsuckyourtittiestoobutI'm afraidinsteadofmilk,concretewillcomeout.

Sledge-comesuckmydickinstead.

Sandile-(rollseyes)Sledgeyoudon'thaveadick.

Theroom burstoutintofitsoflaughter...

Sledge-(tookoutherhuntersknife)maybeIshoutchopyoursoffandyouwatchmefuckmy
selfwithitbeforeImakeitmines.

SandileranandhidbehindSbani...

Sandile-somethingain'trightwiththeshe-man'sbrains.

Sbani-(laughs)stopteasingher.

Sandile-(whispered)sovelevelelendodathekeniinemomozi?



Theguysjuststoppedeverythingandlostit,Nobodycouldholditin,Sledgewastheonlyone
notlaughingasshedidnotunderstandwhatwassaid....

3hourslater....

Everyonegotintotheircarsanddroveoffonebyone.BlessandSbanicameinwithonecarso
theybothgotinandSbanitookthedriver'sseat.....

Bless-(laughedgoingthroughhisphone)whatthe?!!!...DerekproposedtoThandeka.

Sbani-(laughs)areyouserious?

Bless-yeah,justsawheruploadapictureoftheringinherwhatsapp.

Sbani-youchatwithTee?

Bless-notreallybutIam herson'sGodfathersoIguessournumbersstuckwhenyouwerestill
ontheinside.

Sbani-makessense......soheproposedwhenit'snotevenbeensixmonthsofthem seeing
eachother?

Bless-youproposedtoNellywhenitwasn'tevenayearofdating.

Sbani-(laughs)mxm wedifferent.

Bless-(laughs)No,youbruisedbecauseyouusedtohitthatandsheisyourson'smother,plus
Tee'shot.She'sgotthatrarekindofbeauty,I'm notsurprisedtheidiotisjumpingtocuffher.

Sbani-aslongastheynotplanningontakingmysonabroadthanI'm good.

Bless-wellatleastnowshewon'tfocusherenergyonhatingyou.

Sbani-yeah......soMusastillseeingtheMayorsson?

Bless-Nxa!!!Yeah,themoronisbusyshoweringherwithexpensivethings,ifhe'snotcareful
shewillgetbored,ifyoudotoomuchofthesamethingwithher,shegetsbored.

Sbani-(laughs)Istillcan'twrapmyheadaroundhowmuchyouknowaboutthisgirlbutstill
couldn'tfuckher.

Bless-(laughs)don'tstart....Ithinkshe'sfuckingthisidiot,thewayshedressesdownlately,
there'snowayyougetthatcomfortablewithaguyifyouhaven'tfuckedhim.

Sbani-(smiles)letmesee...

Blesshandedhim thephone,Sbanihelditwithonehandwhiletheotherheldthesteering.As



muchashetriedavoidinglookingattheassbutitwasjustherealloutintheopen.Everypicture
heswipedtoo,itwasonfulldisplay.

Sbani-damn!!!!Didshehavesomuchassallthistime?

Bless-isthatallyousaw?Yousupposetobecriticizingthedressingnotlustingoverwhatyou
saw.

Sbani-(laughs)whatthefuck?!!!Areyougay?Idon'tcareaboutherdressing,infactI
encouragethistypeofdressing,itreallyrefreshestheeyetouswhobelongtotheloyalman's
club.

Bless-areyouseriouslylustingovermygirlrightnow?Whathappenedtoherbeinga"kid"?

Sbani-untilIsawhergoods,kidsdon'therkindofass.DudeIstilldon'tunderstandhowyoulet
allthatgo.I'dfuckheronthefirstday.

Bless-youdatingmysister,thoughtIshouldremindyou.

Sbani-(smiles)Ionlyseehotwomenwhenshe'snotaroundbecausewhensheis,youknowmy
babytopseveryone.

Bless-(laughs)goodcomeback,Iwasgettingworried....

Theybothlaughed.....

Sbani-theguyinmewon'tletmeforgetthatass.....mxm Idon'tthinkI'lleverlookatMusathe
sameagain.

Bless-(laughs)storyofmylife....

Whiletrappedintheirlaughter,Blessphonevibrated....

Bless-Ma

Matema-BonoloisinLabour,whereareyou?

Bless-(panicked)WHAT????It'stooearly,wasn'titsupposetobenextmonth.

Matema-Ithappens,hurryifyouwanttoseethebirthofyourson.

BlessendedthecallandfacedaworriedSbani...



Sbani-whatisit?

Bless-Bonoloisdeliveringmyson.

Sbani-(excited)WHAT???Andyouthiscalm.

Bless-itsupposetobenextmonth.

Sbani-itdoesn'tmatter,thisisyourfirstbaby....changeofdirection,IwanttomeetmyGodson
today.

Sbanipathisshouldersandsmiledlookingathim,Blesswasoverwhelmedwithsomany
emotionsbuthecouldn'tholdthetearsofjoyback....

Sbani-yourlifeisabouttochangeforthebetter.

SEASONTWO

Insert71

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

BlessandSbaniburstthroughthedoorsofthematernityward,heimmediatelysawhismother
andtheymadetheirwaytowardsher...

Bless-Ma!!

Matema-ThankGodyouhere,Iwasthinkingyouwereabouttomissthemostimportant
chapterofyourlife.

Bless-where'sBonolo?

Matema-theypreppingher,she'sinsidewithhersister.

Bless-hersister?

Matema-yes,shearrivedtwodaysago,ifyouhavebeeninthehouseandactuallypaying
attentiontothewomanwho'scarryingyoursonthanyouwouldknowthathersisterwashere.
Youknowaccordingtotheirculture,sheshouldhavebeenhomewithhermothersoshecan
helphernursethebaby.

Sbani-Ihardlyknowofanyonethatstillfollowsthattradition,plusBonoloisamodernmommy.



Matema-herfamilymightseethingsdifferently,especiallysincehehasnotyetgonetopay
bogadiforthechild.

Sbani-canhegoin?

Matema-(nods)yeah,onlytwopeopleareallowed.

SbanisawthehesitationinBlesseyesandnoddedatMatemabeforepullingBlessaside.

Sbani-wordofadvicebrother,getridofanythoughtsthatthismightnotbeyourchild,ifyougo
inwiththatinyourmind,youwillseeexactlythatoncethatbabyisout.Themindispoisonous
andhasthetendencytoleadusastraysometimes.Ifyoukeepthisthingtoolonginyourmind,
youwillloseaonceinalifetimeopportunitytobefullypresentinthebirthofyourfirstbaby,
somethingyoumightnevergetbackagainandsomethingwhichyouwillregretfortherestof
yourlife.Areyouwillingtolivewiththeguilt?Bonoloneedsyourightnow,youweren'tfully
involvedinherpregnancytheleastyoucoulddoisbeherenow,Iknowshe'dappreciateit.

Bless-(brusheshisface)Okay....letmegoin.

Sbanipathisbackandnodded....

Sbani-I'm proudofyou.

Bless-(smiled)thenexttimeIwalkoutthisdoor,I'llbeholdingyourGodson.

Sbani-(laughs)that'sthespirit.

Bless-mom I'm goingin.

Matema-(smilingproudly)okayson.

Theybothwatchedhim takeadeepbreathandgoin....

Matema-you'regoodfriendtomyson,thankyouforbeingthereforhim allthetime,Iknowhe
wouldn'thavegoneinifitwasn'tforyou.

Sbani-(hugsher)yoursonhasdonealotforme,Icanneverrepayhim enoughthereforeI'd
spendtherestofmylifeindebtedtohim.

2hourslater.....



KamohelpedBonologetbackinherbedwhichnowhadcleansheets.Shetackedherinandsat
nexttoher...

Kamo-sohe'shandsome.

Bonolo-mysonorhisfather?

Kamo-(rollseyes)hisdadofcourse.

Bonolo-(laughs)hebana!!!

Kamo-nowIunderstandyourobsession.

Bonolo-Iwouldn'tcallitthat,Ijustwanthim toseethatwehisfamily.

Kamo-(nods)wellhewaspresenttoday,maybethatisastart.

Bonolo-(smiling)yeah....anddidyouseethewayhewaslookingatourbaby,Iswearhejust
sawhiswholeworldinhim.

Kamo-nowwejusthavetomakesureheseeshisworldinyoutoo.Ababyisnotenoughto
keepamanBonolo.

Bonolo-(frowned)yhooyoujusthadtoruinthemoment.

Kamo-Ijustwantustoberealistic,Idon'twantyoutogetyourhopeshighfornothing.Don't
forgetyoutoldmehowhekeepsrunningafterNomusa,ifhe'sasobsessedasyousayheis,
thanIdon'tthinkababywillchangeanything.

Bonolo-notjustanybaby,it'saboy,Igavehim anheir.

Kamo-(sighs)youhavepartofhim inyoursonthatshouldbeenough,that'sallI'm saying.

Bonolo-(snapped)wellit'snot!!!Justlikeyourchildrenhavebothmom anddad,Iwantthatfor
mysontoo.

Kamosigheddefeatedwhenshesawshewasn'twinningwithhersister.

Kamo-Ithinkyoushouldcallmom anddad.

Bonolo-yhooocanIjustrest....

BeforekamocouldreplyBlessenteredtheroom withhissoninhisarms,followedbyhis
mother,Sbaniandthenurse.Itwasallsmilesandnoonenoticedthetensionbetweenthe
sisters....

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE..



Siyaenteredthekitchenandfoundhismom makingthetwinsbottles.Hesmiledandhugged
herfrom behind,kissinghercheek.

Debbie-(smiled)whatdoyouwant?

Siya-(laughs)can'tIjusthugmybeautifilmother.

Theybothlaugh,Siyanoticesthathermother'swrinklesareslowlyfading,thedarknessand
bagsunderhereyesarereducingaswell.Sheevenputonalittleweight,notmuchbutitwas
something.Heknewthathismotherprobablymightneverbewhatsheusedtoobe,because
eveniftheyweretodefeattheirfather,therelationshipbetweenhismotherandbrotherwill
neverchangeandnomatterthefreedom from thierfather,Debbiewillnevertrulybehappy.

Debbie-whatisit?

Siya-(shakeshishead)nothing,justhavealotonmymind......youlookgreat.

Debbie-pssssshyoujustsayingthattomakemefeelgoodaboutmyself.

Siya-No,youactuallydolookbetter.

Debbie-(nods)it'stheboys,(smilessadly)theyremindmesomuchofthedayswhenyouand
Ndabukowerebabies......TheyaretheonlysourceofjoyIhaveintheseconfinedwalls.

Siya-(looksbehindhim)(holdsherhand)thingsaregoingtochangeandyouwillbefreefrom
allthis.

Debbie-(whispered)whatdoyoumean?

Siya-Ican'ttellyoumuchbutjusttrustmeokay?Iwillgetyououtofhere.

Debbiewasn'tsurehowtofeelaboutherson'snotsorevelation.Asmuchasherhusbandwas
Satanbutherlivingarrangementswerenotsobad,yesattimesshewasforbiddenfrom leaving
thehouse,nowandthanherhusbandwouldmakeremarksaboutherappearancebuttruthfully
speaking,itwasn'tthatbad.Siyasawtheuncertaintyinhismother'seyes....

Siya-youneedtogetoutofhere,thisisnotlifemom.

Debbie-Iknowbutratherthedevilyouknowright?

Siya-orrathernodevilatall......Iknowyouhavesomeloyaltytowardshim becauseyoudidlove
him buthe'snotthemanyoufellfor,Idon'teventhinkheeverwastobeginwith.Heistooyou
whohewantsyoutothinkheisatthattimetomanipulateyoubutweknowtherealhim.Look
atwhathedidtoMbuso'swife?Lookatthewayhetreatshisson's,hehassexwithhisown



daughtersandifthatisnotenoughtomakeyousee,thinkaboutyourdaughtershekilled.

Hismothernearlylostbalancebuthewasquicktoholdher.Withshakingarmsshegrabbedon
toherson'sshirt.Siyahuggedhismothertightlywhileholdinghistearsin...

Siya-Iwasnotabletosavemysister'sfrom hiswrathbutnowI'm strongenoughtosaveyou
andavengetheirdeath.Hetrainedhisownkillers,hejustdoesn'tknowityet.

Amomentpassedwhileembracingeachother,lostincomfortablesilence....

Debbie-Iwanttohelp.

Siya-Ma...

Debbie-(movedfrom hishold)(wipedhertears)youdon'tneedtotellmeyourplanbecause
honestlyit'sbetterthatwaybutIwanttohelpwithanyinformationyoumaywant.I'vestayedin
thesewallslongenoughtoknoweverysecrettheyhold.Yourfathermayseemenotworthyfor
him totouchanymorebutthemistakehemadewasthinkingmybrainisworthlesstoo.

Siya-(nods)okay.

Thenextday...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

Bless-Istillcan'tbelieveI'm afather(smilesproudly)Ihaveason.

Sbani-yes,aminiyou,Ican'teventellyouhowmuchyourworldwillchangefrom here.

Bless-(turnedtohim)thankyoubro,ifitwasn'tforyouIprobablywouldn'thaveenteredthese
doors.

Sbani-thatwhatbrothersarefor,wecorrecteachother'smistakesandholdhandswhenwe
needtoo.Besidesuyisishimane,ifnotmewhoelsewillholdyourhand.

Theybothburstoutlaughing,asilentmomentpassedastheybothwatchedthebabysleeping.

Bless-Iloveyoubro,likereallyloveyou.



Sbani-Iloveyoutoo(lookedathiseyes)Imeanit.

Theynodateachotherandanothersilentmomentpassed....

Bless-(laughs)okay,thisisweird.

Sbani-tellmeaboutit,Ifeellikeam wearingSiphounders.

Bless-(laughshard)WHAT?Doesheweardifferentundersfrom us.

Sbani-(shrugs)Idon'tknow.

Theylaughandshaketheirheads...

Bless-okaynowthepictureofSipho'smanlyassinathongdoesn'twanttoleavemyhead.

Sbani-(laughs)I'm leavingthisgayatmosphere,andizi.

Theymaketheirwayouttheroom wherethebabywaskeptandfindMrsGasa,Nomvelo,
SandileandNellytalkingtoaoverlyhappyMatema.

Nomvelo-(smiling)andhereheis.

Theyallsmileandembracehim,congratulatinghim inbeinganewdad.

Bless-younextbabybro.

Sandile-(laughs)ohNo!!!

Nelly-sohowishe?How'sBonolo?

Bless-Bonoloishappybuttired,foraprematurebaby,heweighedquiteabig,3.66kg.

Nelly-wow!!Hereallyisabigfella,nowonderhewantedtocomeearly.

Nomvelo-(excited)socanweseehim?

Bless-youworkheresis.

Nomvelo-yeahbuttodayI'm justahappyaunt.



TheyallwereabouttogoinbutSbaniheldNelly'sarm andbroughtherontheside.

Sbani-Idon'tevengetahelloanymore.

Nelly-(sighed)sorry,hi.

Sbani-hi

Asilentmomentpassedastheybothlookedateachother..

Sbani-Imissyou.....Imissourfamily.

Nelly-(huggedhim)ImissustoobutIneedthistime.

Sbani-(kissedthetopofherhead)Iknow.

Theypulledapartandnoddedateachotherbeforeenteringtheroom.

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....

Nomusaproudlylookedatthefoodshepreparedandquicklycleanedthekitchenbeforesetting
upthetable.Shelookedatthetimeandanyminute,Thatowouldwalkthroughthedoor,andhe
didbuthewasn'talone,hissisterwalkedinafterhim.Hewalkeduptoherandheldherwaist
andwentforakiss.

Thato-heybabe,didyougetmytext?

Nomusa-whattext?

Thato-Iwaslettingyouknowthatmysisterwillbespendingthenight,Iboughtusdinner.

Nomusa-oh....Icooked.

Sindy-(openedthepots)steam breadandsomeinsides,(gaveherbrotherasmirkysmile)
maybeweshouldditchthesushi,afterallwedon'twantNomusa'shardworktogotowaste.
Whenwasthelasttimeyouheadsomechickenfeetsandinsidesdearbrother?

Thato-(fakedsmiled)hmmm soundslovely,I'llgofreshenup.

HegaveNomusaapeckonthecheekandhavehissistera"I'llgetyouforthis"lookbefore
runningofftohisroom...



Sindy-(smiledlookingather)shallwe?

Nomusa-yeahsure.

Anawkwardmomentpassedastheybothsatquietlyatthetable...

Sindy-so...thisthingwithyouandmybrother?Isitserious?

Nomusa-(shrugs)maybeandmaybenot,I'm justgoingwiththeflow.

Sindy-likeyoudidwithBandileandonlyrealizedhowmuchyoulikedhim onceyourfriend
snappedhim?

Nomusa-youdon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Sindy-look,I'm notyourenemyhere.RegardlessofyourpastwithBandileIdon'tactuallythink
you'rebadgirlbutifyoureallylikemybrotherthanyoushouldbeprepared.

Nomusa-forwhat?

Sindy-ourparents,mymothertobespecific.

Nomusa-Thato'stoldmeabitabouther.

Sindy-(snickers)Idon'tknowwhatsugarcoatedstorymybrotherhastoldyoubutwecome
from afamilywhereimageiseverythingandmosttimestheydon'treallycarewhatyouthinkor
want.It'stheRadebewayornoway.

Nomusa-myfatheristhevillageschief,trustme,Iknowoneortwoaboutoverlycontrolling
parents.

Sindy-thanyoushouldn'thaveaproblem withourparentsjoiningusfordinner.

Nomusa-WHAT?!

Sindy-(nods)Iinvitedthem andIthinkthatthem ringingthedoor.

NomusastoodupwhilestilltryingtodigesttherealityoffacingThato'sfamilyanysecondfrom
now.Shetookaquicklookatherselfandbracedherselfforthestorm ahead.Thatocame
behindherandspankedherbuttwhilekissingherneck.Shepushedandsteppedawayfrom him.

Thato-(confused)andthen?Whyyou....

Itwashearinghismotherlaughthatmadehim lookatNomusawithaevenmoreconfusedlook,
helookedathissisterwitha"bitch"lookbutshejustgrinnedmischievously.



Thato-Mother

MrsRadebegaveNomusaoneglanceandasifsheneverdid,herfocuswentbacktoherson,
Nomusadidn'tmissthedisapprovalfrom herface...

MrsRadebe-isthathowwegreetnow?

Thato-sorry,Ijustwasn'texpectingyou.

MrRadebe-yoursistercalled,suggestedwehaveafamilydinnerhereinyourhouse,
consideringwehaven'tseenmuchofyoulately.

MrsRadebe-(looksatNomusa)nowweknowwhy,what'sgirliesname?

Nomusa-NomusaThusi.

MrsRadebe-(raisedabrowlookingatNomusa)Iwasspeakingtomyson.

ThatolookedatNomusawithanapologeticface..

Thato-mom anddadcanwetalk?

Sindy-(rolledhereyesandtookNomusabyhand)followme.

"Wheredidyoupickthisonefrom?",wasallNomusaheard....

Nomusa-(whispered)youdidthisonpurpose,somuchfor"Idon'thateyou".

Sindy-Iwasn'tlying,Idon'thateyou.

Nomusa-(foldsherarms)explainyourparentsbeinghere.

Sindy-becauseIwantedtoshowyouexactlywhatyougettingyourselfinto.WhyyouthinkI'm
alwaysbombardingThato'splaceorwhyI'm persuingaseconddegree?.Iwanttobeasfar
awayaspossiblefrom them,wellmymothertobespecific.

Nomusa-sowhatisthis?Spoiledrichprincesscomplainingabouthowhorribleherlifeiswhile
wearingGucciandsmellingDoir.

Sindy-judgementalarewe?

Nomusa-Idon'tknow,richpeopleproblems.

Sindy-ohwow!Look,Idon'tcarewhatyouthinkofmebutincaseyouhaven'tnotice,I'm the



onlypersonwho'stryingtosaveyou.Iwon'tapologizeforbeingbornwithasilverspoonandI
certainlywon'texplainmyselftoyoubutifyouthinkyou'vegotrichpeoplefiguredoutthan
kudostoyoumydearandgoodluck.Justsoyouknow,Thatowon'tbeyourknight,he'stoo
muchofapussytostanduptoourparents,beingGoldenboymeansmoretohim thanactually
puttinghismanlyballstouse.IfhelovesyouthanIguesshewillstanduptoourparentsand
fightforwhateveritisyouguyshave,justlikehowBandilestooduptohisfatherforSmiso.

SindynoticedNomusapainedexpression....

Sindy-I'llbedamned.....youinlovewithBandile?

Nomusa-What!,nowyoucrazy.

Sindy-am Inow?It'swrittenalloveryourface(laughs)doesheknow?

Nomusa-I'm notinlovewithhim andIdon'tknowwhyyouthinkIam butI'm notandevenifIam,
itwon'twork.He'swithSmisoandwhateveritisyoutwohavegoingon.

Sindy-ourtimepassed,atsomepointwedidloveeachotherbutthatwasbeforeIbrokeoutof
thesuffocationandactuallydiscoveredwhoIwasoutsideofmyfamiliesexpectations.

Nomusa-wellgoodforyou.

Sindy-acoupleofweeksfrom now,mymotherwillrealizeshecan'tchangeorcontrolwhoIam
andhowIwanttolivemylife.

Nomusa-whathappensthen?

Sindy-sheblacklistmefrom gettinghiredandprobablywipescleanallmybankaccount,she's
alreadytakenmycarfrom me.

Nomusa-andyouwillingtoriskitall?

Sindy-yeah,IputanapplicationatanUnicefNGO.Iknowit'sthelastthingshewouldthinkI'd
do,volunteeringin3rdworldcountriesdoesn'treallyfittothe"Barbieprincess"categoryshe
thinksIam orwhatanyonethinksIam,youincluded.

NomusafeltguiltyforjudgingSindywithoutactuallyknowingher..

Nomusa-Ifeellikeshitnow.

Sindy-(laughs)soyounotsuchabitchafterall.(Smiledlookingather)onlygoodpeoplecan
admitwhentheywerewrong.

NomusasmiledbackatherbutsomethingabouthowSindywaslookingatherkindofmadethe
momentalittleawkward....



Laterthatnight....

Thatokickedhisflopsofhisfeetandjumpedinbedgettingontopofher,hebrushedNomusa's
thighsandstartedkissingherneck.

Thato-Ithoughtthey'dneverleave.

Sheshruggedhim offandsatup.

Nomusa-soyouwon'ttalkaboutwhathappenedwithyourparentsatthedinnertable?

Thato-(triedkissingher)Iwashopingwejustforgetabouttonightand(pulledhernightgown
upbutsheslappedhishandaway)babecomeon...

Nomusa-No,yourmotherinsultedme,whereIcomefrom andpracticallyinsultedmywhole
existence.

Thato-it'snotabigdeal,that'sjusthowmymotherisbutonceshefindsouthowbrilliantyou're
inmedicineandwegetyoutogym,maybechangeyourwardrobealittle.I'llhaveyouattend
somelessonsonhowtoconductyourselfwheninadinnertable,likewhatcutlerytousefor
whichmealetc.It'snotmuchofatrainsmash,youwillstartsmalllikeattendingsomeofmy
businessfunctions,getyouusedtothecamerasandmedia.Thoughwemightneedtoaltera
fewdetailsaboutyou,buthonestlybabe,yougotnothingtoworryabout,soonyou'llbethee
womanfittocarrytheRadebesurname.....

Hewasgoingonandonasifallthathewassayingwasnormal,shefoundithardtobelievethat
suchaneducated,modernmanThatowas,hedidn'tseetheproblem inwhathewassaying....

Nomusa-areyouhearingyourself?

Thato-(sighed)yeahandI'm notgoingtoarguewithyou,dinneralreadyrequiredalottalking.

Nomusa-sowhat?I'm supposetojustacceptbeingcalledahooliganandmonkeybyyour
mother,why?BecauseyougoingtomakesureIwhat?Ichangemyselftofitinherworld?Ithi
uyadlala.

Thato-(annoyed)seriouslysometimesIwishyouusethesameenergytotalkingivingmesex.

Nomusa'sangerboiledandsheslappedhim sohardthathealmostgotdizzy.Hetouchedhis
burningcheekandchargedforher,makingherscream,hegrabbedherbyherhairanddragged



hertothefloorkickingher,ignoranttoherpleadingscreams.

Thato-youbitch!!!!Can'tevengivemesexbuthavetheaudacitytoputyourhandsonme.My
motherwasright,youbelonginabloodyjungle.

Nomusa-(crying)pleasestop...

Thato-(grabbedachunkofherhairandpulledherupsotheirfacewilllevel)neverlayyour
handsonmeagain,doyouunderstand?

Nomusa-y...yyeesss....(Hepulledherhaireventightermakingherflinchinpain)

Thato-Ican'thearyou,who'stheman?

Nomusa-....yooooouuuuu.....please!!!

Thatothrewherbackonthefloorandkickedherstomach.Throughherblurryvision,shesaw
him bendingdownandinherdefencetoavoidanotherstrikefrom him,shegrabbedthenearest
objectandswangit.Shehada"thamb"andblackedout....

Nomusagroanedassheopenedhereyes,sheflinchedinpainwhenshetriedmovingherbody.
ShelookedaroundlazilyandwhenhereyeslandedonThato,whowaslaidonthefloornextto
herbutitwasthebloodonthesideofhisforeheadthatgotherattention.

Nomusa-(whispered)GodNo!

Shetriedtogatherherstrengthandcrawledtohim,withshakingheadsshefelthispulseand
brokedownwhenshedidn'tfindit.

Nomusa-No....no

Justbylookingathim,sheknewhewasgone.Inthatmomentherworldcamecrashingdown,
allherdreamsandaspirationsgone.Shesattheresprawledoutonthefloorcrying,hopelessly
shakingThatotowakeup.

Thenextday....

Shelazilyopenedhertiredeyesandwipedthesalivaonthesideofhermouth.Theknockonthe
doorstartledherandtheeventsofyesterdaycameflooding,herbodyinstantlywenttopanick



modeasshejumpedupwiththerealizationthatshehadkilledamanandfeelasleepnexttohis
corpse.

Sindy-(shoutingoutsidethedoor)ifyoulovebirdsareawakethanIjustwantedtoletyouknow
thatI'm headingoutandImadebreakfast.

Nomusaheardfootstepswalkingaway.Sheslowlygotupandtiptoetothedoorandwaited
untilsheheardthebeepofthealarm indicatingthatSindywasouttheapartment.Shetooka
deepbreathandalmostthrewupasshechokedlookingatThato'slifelessbody.Shestartedto
cryagainthinkinghowthehelldidshegethere.Sheopenedthebedroom doorandwalkedto
theloungearea,disconnectedherphonefrom thechargerandbyreflexshefoundMpumi's
numberbeingthefirstshedailed,shehesitatedbuteventuallyhitthecallline...

Ringing....

Ringing.....

Ringing....

Ringing....

Justwhenshewasabouttogiveup,Mpumipickedup..

Mpumi-WHAT!!

Nomusa-(sniffed)(startedtocryoutloud)
thankgodyoupickedupmpumiiamlosingmymindididsimethingterri......

Mpumi-Musa!!Ican'thearyou,whatwrong?

Nomusa-I...I...ohGodmylifeisover....I'm done....I'm sorryforeverythingandIloveyou.

Mpumi-(panicking)Musa!!!Whyyouspeakinglikethat,youworryingme.

Nomusa-Iwon'tbeabletolivewithmyself,Godispunishingmeforbreakingourfriendship,I'm
payingformysins.

Mpumi-whereareyou?What'sgoingon?

Nomusa-I'm sorry....I'm sorry,doyouforgiveme?



Mpumi-(teary)Sasa?

Nomusa-tellmeyouforgiveme?

Mpumi-IforgiveyoufriendbutIneedyoutotellmewhereyouareplease?

Nomusa-tellmyfamilyIlovethem andtellAmirahI'm sorryIcouldn'tbeaherGodmother.

Mpumi-babeIneedyoutocalm downformeandbreath,canyoudothat?

Nomusa-(lookedatThato'slifelessbodyandcriedevenlouder)ohhh
goddddd!.....why?!!!!..i..didn't...mean...it...

Mpumi-didn'tmeanwhat?

Nomusa-.........tokillhim...i...i....i...was...just...(brokedownscreaming)Ikilledhim....ikilledhim....

Mpumi-(feltherbodygetcold)sendmeyourlocationanddon'tdoanythingstupid,staywere
youareokay.

Nomusa-okay......

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....tolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO
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ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT.....

NomusaopenedthedoorforMpumiandcloseditrightaftershewalkedin.Shewashopingthat
thiswasjustadrunkNomusaramblingbutwhenshesethereyesonher,sherealizedthiswas
moreseriousthanshehadhope.

Nomusa-he'sinthebedroom.

MpumifollowedafterherandherheartskippedabeatasshelaideyesonThato'sdeadbody.
Mpumiquicklyshutthebedroom doorandlookedatNomusa,itwasthanshenoticedthebruise
onherfaceandsomeonherthighsandbody.

Mpumi-ohGod!!!Didhedothis?



Nomusa-(noddedwithtearsrunningdownherface)yeah.

Mpumi-(tookadeepbreath)okay,thanitwasselfdefenceright?

Nomusa-(shookherhead)Idon'twanttogotojail.

Mpumi-(walkedclosertoherandheldherhand)youwon't,notwithyoulookinglikethis,the
evidenceisinyourbody.It'sselfdefence,weneedtocallthepoliceandBlessand....

Nomusa-he'stheMayorsson,hismotherheadstheeducationdepartmentinthiscountry.It
doesn'tmatterifIhavethesebruises,itwouldn'tmatterevenifIwastheonelayingonthefloor
dead,hecomesfrom moneyandI......Iam anobody.

Mpumi-(nods)okay,thanwecallBless,hecomesfrom moneytoo,hecanhelpright?Imeanwe
bothknowhewill.

Nomusa-Blesswelcomedhissonyesterday,thelastthinghe'dwanttobedoingislookingat
deadbodies.

Mpumi-(stressfullypacedaroundtheapartment)Ifwecan'tcallthepoliceandyoudon'twant
uscallingBlessthanwhatdowedo?Imeanwecan'tjustleave,soonerorlatersomeonewill
comelookingforhim.

Nomusa-(wipeshertears)canwejustcleanthehouse,Ijustneedtodistractmymindevenif
it'sforawhile.

Mpumi-okay,I'llstarthere,maybeweshouldcoverhim withsomething.

Nomusa-yeah,I'lltakeoneofthesheetsfrom thecloset.

ATZULU&SON'SCO....

Ndabuko-Sibiyadoesn'tbeataroundthebush,hewillfindyouandtheyourkidsandkillyou.

Nelly-Ihavenothingtodowiththis.

Ndabuko-truebutyou'reyourman'sweaknessandSibiyaknowsthat,weallknowit.Iforone
thinkhe'smorescaredoflosingyouthanhiskids,that'sonesideofhim Ifindverystupid.
Lovingawomansohopelesslygetsyoukilledeasily.Nowwillyoutakemyoffer?Justsoyou
know,it'saonceoff.

Shegotupfrom herseatandwalkedslowlytowardsherglasswindowlookingoutsidewhile
thoughtsranthroughhermind...

Nelly-evenifItakeyouroffer,myfamilywillstillbeleftvulnerable,mymother.

Ndabuko-notwiththehigh-techsecurityyourstepdadhasinstalledatyourmom'sand
brothersplace.Plus,Sibiyawon'tgoforthem,theydon'tmeanthatmuchtoSbani,youonthe



otherhandareadifferentsituation.

Nelly-whydoIgetthespecialtreatment?It'snotlikeSbaniistheonlyonerunningthisshow?
Whywillyourfathersinglehim outandgoafterhispeople?

Ndabuko-youknowwhy,youmightnotlikewhatI'm abouttosaybutdeepdownyouknowit.
Sbaniiscoldbloodedkiller,he'samanwho'snotafraidtotradehissoulforthedemonsifhe
hastoo,amanwhocanmatchSibiya'stacticsandruninthesamefields.That'swhySibiya
doesn'tlikehim,becauseheseeshimselfinhim.

Nelly-(snapped)Sbaniisnothinglikeyourfather.

Ndabukowalkedtowardsherandstoodrightbeforeher,justaninchbetweenthem ashebored
hiseyesrightintohers...

Ndabuko-areyousureaboutthat?

Shedidnotanswerhim,insteadsheheldhisgazebuthecouldseetheconflictinhereyesand
rightthereheknewhehadwon.

Ndabuko-takemyoffer.

Nelly-canIthinkaboutit?

Ndabuko-(nods)yougotadayonly.

Shenoddedbuttheybothstillheldeachother'sgaze.

Nelly-whyme?

Ndabuko-don'tfeelspecial,I'ddothisforanyoneifIwantedtoo.

Nelly-Noyouwouldn't......SoIaskagain,whyme?

Itwassilentforawhile,justwhenshethoughthewouldn'tanswerher,hebroketheeyecontact
andwalkedtowardstheedgeoftheofficeandlookedoutsidetheglasswindow..

Ndabuko-youremindmeofsome....



TheywereinterruptedbyBridgetopeningthedoor,Ndabukomovedhishandfrom hisforehead
andwalkedbacknexttoNelly...

Bridget-sorrytointerruptyoumam but....

SbaniandNtombienteredtheofficelaughingtogether,Sbanismilevanishedwhenhenoticed
howcloseNdabukoandNellywere.

Sbani-Sibiya

Ndabuko-Zulu

Thestaregamebetweenthetwomenwasgettingintense...

Nelly-(turnedtoNdabuko)I'llgetbacktoyouwithmyanswer.

Sbani-whatanswer?

Ndabuko-noneofyourbusiness,youdon'tworkhereanymore.

Sbani-Nelly?

Nelly-it'sjustformalbusiness.

Sbani-didn'tlooklikeitwhenwewalkedin.

Nelly-(frowned)sowhatexactlyyouimplyingbythat?

Ndabuko-(lookedatNelly)wedonehere.

NdabukowasabouttowalkpassSbaniwhenhestoppedhim...

Sbani-checkyourphone.

Ndabukonoddedandwalkedaway.Ntombilookedbetweeneveryoneandsighedfeelingthe
tensionbetweenthelovebirds...

Ntombi-arewestillupforlunch?Thegirlsarealreadydownstairsandwe'vebeentryingtoget
youthroughyourphonebut..



Nelly-(pickedupherphone)yeah,sorryguys,justbeendistractedbywork.

Sbani-(sarcastic)workyeahright.

Nelly-ifyouwanttosaysomethingjustgoaheadandsayit.

Sbani-Idoactuallybaby.

Ntombi-oookkkaaayyy!!!We'llbewaitingdownstairs.

NtombisignaledBridgetsotheycanleavetheoffice...

Sbani-comebackhome.

Nelly-wetalkedaboutthatalready.

Sbani-justlikewetalkedaboutyouandhim.

Nelly-there'snomeandhim andyouknowit.

Sbani-doI?Becauseyougivehim waytoomuchattention.

Nelly-Iworkwithhim whichyouwantedmetoo.

Sbani-(kickedthesmallbin)am IseeingthingsbecausebabyifIam thanIratheryouhurtme
withthetruthrightnow.IknowIfuckedupandI'm alreadystrugglingwiththat,thelastthingI
wanttodoisfeelinsecureaboutus,don'tdothistoome.

Nelly-don'tdothistoyou?Whataboutme?IaskedfortimebecausethisiswhatIwasrunning
awayfrom,itwasthisfeelingofputtingyoufirstandyourfeelings.I'm sorrybutmaybeyou
shouldfeelinsecure,maybeyoudeservetolivewiththeuncertaintyifIwilltakeyoubackornot.
Foronceownyourshitandlieinthebedyoumade,I'm done.

Shestartedpackingherbags...

Sbani-whatyoumeanyoudone?

Nelly-thisconversationisover,myfriendsarewaiting.

Sbani-Nelly

Shewipedthetearthatescapedandwalkedoutwithhim shoutingforhertocomeback.Shaka
cameouthisofficeandshoutedthateveryonegetsbacktowork.

Sbani-moveoutmyway.



Shaka-lethergo.

Sbani-ShakaI'm warningyou.

Shaka-pinmedownthanbrotherbecausethat'stheonlywayI'm lettingyouthrough.Sheasked
forspace,giveittoher.

Sbani-(rubbedhiseyes)shesaidshe'sdone.

Shaka-shewasdonewiththeconversationnotwithyou,whateveritis,youbothwillfigureit
out,youalwaysdo.

Sbani-(teary)Ihither.....(shakinghishead)IhitherandnowI'm scaredI'velostherf....

Shakapunchedhim inthefaceandstaredstraightintohiseyes.

Shaka-youdidwhat?

Sbani-(tastedhisownbloodandlaughedwiththetears,shakinghishead)sonotonlydoIhave
toworryaboutthatpieceofshitNdabuko,littlebrostillhasthehotsformywife.

Shaka-she'snotyourwifeyet....infactshe'snotyouranythingrightnow,keepfuckingitupbro
andImightjustsavetheday,leavebeforeyouembarrassyourselfevenmore,youlookingvery
patheticrightnow.

Shakaclickedhistongueandshookhisheadwalkingout....

Sbani-SHE'SMINE,YOUHEARTHATBABYBRO,MINE!!!!!!

Shaka-VOETSEK!!!

Meanwhileintheparkingarea...

JustasNellywasmakingherwaytothecar,Thandekastoppedrightinfrontofher..

Nelly-wuuuusah!!!!

Thandeka-weneedtotalk.

Nelly-notnow.

Thandeka-NO,I'm donelisteningtoyouandyourp.a.....you'vebeengivingmetherunaround
forweeksnow.



Nelly-wellcanthiswaituntilafterlunch(pointedatthecarwaiting)theywaiting.

Thandeka-I'llgowithyouandwewilltalkinsidethecar,I'lluberbackherewhenwereach
whereveryouguysaregoing.

Nelly-whatever.

EveryonelookedateachotherweirdlyasThandekagotinsidethecar.

Nelly-(looksatNtombi)don'task.

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE...

Debbietookadeepbreathandstoppedinfrontofherhusband'sofficedoor.

Guard-canIhelpyouMrsSibiya.

Debbie-Ineedtospeakwithhi...myhusbandplease.

Guard-Idon'tthinkrightnowisagoodtime.

Debbie-it'surgent.

Guard-De...

Debbie-it'smam toyouandIneedmyhusbandnow,hewillwanttohearwhatIhavetosay.

Theguardsigheddisappointedlyandopenedthedoorforher.

MrSibiya-(frowned)andthen?

Debbie-weneedtotalk.

MrSibiya-nowedon't,getout.

Debbie-it'simportant.

MrSibiya-Iwon'trepeatmyself.

Debbiewalkedforwardoblivioustoherhusband'sactions,theguardquicklygotbetweenthem,
shieldingDebbiefrom makingcontactwithherhusband.Theguardplacedbothhishands
gentlyonherwaistandlookedrightintohereyes.



Guard-youneedtoleave.

MrSibiyalookedattheguardshandsandlookedathiswife,Debbieshovedtheguardawayand
madeadisgustedface.

Debbie-getyourfilthyhandsawayfrom me.

Guard-(clearedhisthroat)mam,Idon'twanttohurtyoubutI'm goingtoneedyoutogo.

Debbie-soyoucan'ttalktomenow,youhaveyourdog'sputtheirhandsonme.

MrSibiya-(shookhishead)getherout,I'vegotbusinesstotakecareoff.

Gaurd-mam

Debbie-Nx!I'm leaving.

Shegavetheguardonelastlookandwalkedout....

MrSibiya-doyoulikemywife?

Guard-Nosir

MrSibiya-(laughsandshrugs)ohwelltoobad,Iwashopingyou'dfuckherandmaybeshe
mightloosenupandgetsomeglowback.ActuallymaybeIshouldhaveoneofourclientshave
her.

Guard-youwanttosellyourwifesir?

MrSibiya-I'm notsellingher,justalittlegiftfrom metoher,Godknowssheneedsit.

Guard-she'syourwife.

MrSibiya-(laughs)makesurenooneentersthisoffice.

Debbiewasstartledbytheknock,sheopenedthedoorandsmiledlookingathim...

Him-I'lldoit.

ATCREATIVEMINDSCENTER.....



"Wegood",Siyareadthetextandsmiledputtinghisphoneaway...

Sandile-Itakeitthatitsgoodnews.

Siya-evenbetternews.

Sledge-wellit'sbetterberelatedtothemissionbecausebossmanispissed.

SbaniwalkedinfollowedbyBlessandNdabuko.

Sbani-where'sMbuso?

Mbuso-here

Hewalkedinandtookaseatnexttotheothers.

Sbani-okay,letshearit,Sledge?

Sledge-ourweaponsweredeliveredtodayandmyguysareworkingonthem aswespeak.

Sbani-good,Sandile?

Sandile-stillhaven'tfoundanysuspiciousmomentsonline.

Sbani-keepdigging,there'sgottobesomethingthere.

Siya-wellIhavethebiggestnewstoday,wegotourselvesamole.

Ndabuko-areyouanidiot,insidepeoplearetoorisky.

Sbani-Iagreewithyourbrother,youcouldjustjeopardizethewholeentiremission.

Mbuso-dependingonwhoyoursourceis.

Siya-yeah;IwashopingIkeepthatasecret.

Sbani-wellyoucan't,namenow.

Siya-(sighs)(looksatNdabuko)it'smom.

Ndabuko-areyouafuckingidiot,weallknowthatbitchisloyaltoherhusband.

Siya-she'sdifferentnowandshewantsout.

Ndabuko-(looksatSbani)youwanttocontinuewiththismission,letmekillher,shecan'tbe
trusted.

Sandile-she'syourmother.



Sledge-yeahdudethat'sfuckedup,pluswesoldiers,womenandchildrenareofflimits.

Ndabuko-thatwomanisnotmymotherandshecouldgetusallkilled.

Mbuso-thatwomantakescareofmyboys,maybeshereallydoeswantout,she'snothappy.

Bless-(looksatSbani)it'syourcall,butasmuchasIhatetosay,shecouldreallycause
problemsforus.

Siya-orshecouldbethelinkweneedtogettingourfather.

Sledge-sowhatisitgoingtobebossman?

Sbani-wetakehisfirstwarehousetoday,letsseeifyourmothercandeliver.

Siya-it'sshortnotice,yousettinghertofail.

Sbani-noteverymissionwillrequireplanning,plusIwanttobedonewiththiswholeshitbefore
Ilosemywholefamilyoverit.

HebumpedNdabuko'sshouldersandwalkedout.

Bless-(lookedatNdabuko)whatwasthatabout?

Ndabuko-Nothing,(looksatSiya)let'sseeifthebitchcandeliver.

Hewalkedouttoodialingonhisphone.

Mbuso-thisisariskymission.

Sandile-it'scouldwork,IthinkSbaniwantstousethepriderallyasdistraction.

Bless-wellboys,let'sgearup.

Sandile-Ican'tbelievethisisactuallyhappening.

Sledge-wishmeluckprettyboy.

Sandile-(smiling)areyoufeelingthesamevibeI'm feeling?

Sledgerolledhereyesandwalkedoff,therestoftheguyslaughedatSandile.

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....

Simi-I'm beginningtothinkwewon'thavethislunch.



Mbali-yeahmetoo,youcouldhavejustpassedbyhereafterlunch.

Nelly-86missedcallsfrom Nomusaand25texts,Ithinkthat'smoreofanemergencythanyour
grumpystomachs.AnywaysyouguyscanjustgoandI'llfindyouthere.

Ntombi-Nowewillwait,wehaven'thadtimetobetogetherandIwantthisdaytobe
memorable.

Thandeka-I'llgoupwithyou.

Nelly-Noyounot,actuallywhyyoustillhere,I'vealreadygivenyouananswer.

Thandeka-tellingmetospeaktoSbaniisnotanswerbecauseyouknowhewillsayNo.Ineed
you.

Nelly-finebutyounotcomingup.

Lungiey-wellI'm kindacuriouswhythe86missedcalls.

Ntombi-tobehonestIam too..

Mbali-thanlet'sallgoup.

SimiwasthefirsttojumpoffollowedbyMbali..

Nelly-wooo,wooo!!!,what'sthis?Haveanyofyouthoughtmaybethisisapersonalmatter?

Ntombi-ifitisthanshewilltellusandwewillleave;plusdoyoureallywantThandekaupwith
youandnotus?

Mbali-(foldsherarmsandraisesonebrow)uhmm,goodpoint?

Nelly-(sighs)fine,let'sgo.

Therestofthem jumpedoff...

Lungiey-okaythisplaceisbomb,howdoesastudentaffordtolivehere.

Mbali-astudentwho'sfuckingthemayor'ssoncan.

Ntombi-shereallyisshackingitupwithhim?IsawonInstagram,thegirlislivingitup.

Mpumi-someone'satthedoor.

Nomusa-Ithinkit'sNelly,justreadhertext.

Mpumi-wait,doyouthinkshecanhelpus?



Nomusa-Idon'tknowbutItrusther.

Mpuminoddedandtheybothwenttothedoor,oncethedoorwasopened,thereweregaspsas
everyonesawNomusa'sface.

Simi-(pushedeveryoneandgotinside)ohmyGod!!Didhedothis?

NomusawastonguetiedandMpumistilltryingtounderstandwhytherewas6peopleinstead
ofone.Therestofthem gotinandclosedthedoor.

Nelly-Thatodidthis?

Mpumi-(nodded)yeah.

Lungiey-whyhaven'tyoureportedhim?

Thandeka-(lookedaround)he'sthemayor'ssonthat'swhy.

Mbali-mayorssonmyass,ifwecan'treporthim thanwecandosomethingelse.

NomusaandMpumilookedatoneanotherastheyrealizedwhereMbaliwasheaded.

Nomusa-NO,NO,NOdon't....

Butitwastoolate,Mbaliwasalreadyinthebedroom,sheshutthedoorasquicklyasshe
openedit.

Mbali-(lookedatNomusa)isthathim layingoverthere.

Nomusa-(startedcrying)yeah.

Simi-(comfortedNomusa)okay,that'sgood,atleastyouguysmanagedtogethim.

ItwasthelookinMbali'sthathadNtombiandLungieygoingforthedoorbutMbalistoodfirm
andshookherhead.

Ntombi-what?



Mbali-it'snotagoodideatogointhere.

Lungiey-why?Ifhe'sintherethanmaybewecangetaconfessionoutofhim ontape.

Mpumi-wewon'tgetaconfessionoutofhim.

Nelly-hewon'ttalkwillinglybutwecanmakehim talk.

Mbali-youguysaren'tlistening.

MbaliopenedthedoorandeveryonepeepedinexceptMpumiandNomusa.

Lungiey-pleasetellmehe'sjustunconscious.

Nelly-(turnedandlookedatNomusawhowascryinghysterically)He's...

MpuminoddedandNellyunderstood...

Ntombi-howlonghashebeenlikethis?

Mpumi-sincelastnight.

Lungiey-(panicked)sincelastnightandyouhaven'tcalledthepolice?There'sadeadbodyhere.

Thandeka-notjustanydeadbody,amayor'ssondeadbody.

Simi-kodwabengiphaphangiyaphi.

Mbali-whatarewegoingtodo?

Thandeka,Simi,Lungiey,Ntombi-WE?

Thandeka-there'snowe,I'm gettingoutofhere.

Ntombi-I'm notgoingthroughthisagain,Ilearntmylessonthefirsttime.

Whiletheladieswerestillblabbingandarguing,NellygrabbedthephoneanddailedSbanibutit
wasn'tgoingthrough,samethingwithBless'sphone.Shedebatedwiththislastnumberbut
trieditanywaysandNdabuko'snumberdidn'tgothroughtoo.Realitysinkedinthattheywere
aloneinthissituation.Shewatchedaseveryonesharedtheirtwocents.

Mbali-youguysreallywanttoleaveachildalonewiththismessysituation.

Lungiey-thisisamurder,wehavekids.

Simi-(lookedatNomusa)surelyyouunderstand.



Ntombi-Ihaveanewbornbaby.

Thandeka-idon'thavetoexplainmyself,(lookedatNomusa)wenotfriendsdarlings,infactI'm
friendswithnooneheresoI'm notobligatedtobepartofthismess,I'm leaving.

Nelly-Nomusalockthedoorandusethecode,NOW!!

Lungiey-whatareyoudoing?

Nelly-Nooneisleaving.

Ntombi-whomadeyouthespokesperson?Ifyouwanttobeinonthisshitthangoaheadbut
don'tdragusallinit.

Simi-Iagree.

Nelly-youallhaveseentoomuchandrememberItoldyouguysnottocomeupandyoudid
becauseyouwerecurious,wellcuriositykilledacat,noone'sgoinganywhere.

Lungieystartedtocry...

Simi-howwillcryinghelpus?

Lungiey-leavemealoneokay,Ididn'tevenkissmybabygirltodayandthenexttimeshecould
beseeingmeisinanorangejumper.

Mbali-canyoualljustcomedown,don'tyouthinkweallscaredhere.

Thandeka-wellmadam publicprotectorhereisn't.

Ntombi-Nosurprisesthere,shesharesabedwithamurderer.

Simi-Ntombi!!!

Ntombi-WHAT!!!It'snotlikeyouallaren'tthinkingthesamething.

EveryonewentquietandavoidedeyecontactwithNelly.

Nelly-wow,justwow.

Shestormedtothebathroom andshutthedoor.

Mpumi-wecan'tjustsitlikethis,someonewillcomelookingforhim.

Thandeka-hooray!!!!Tellussomethingwedon'tknow.



Ntombi-don'tthesepoliticiankidshavesecretservicefollowingthem everywhere?

Asifalightbulbjustclickinalltheirheads...

Simi-ohshit!!!

Mbali-theblackSUVoutside,there'snowaytogetthisbodyoutwithoutthem seeingus.

ThandekarushedtoNomusaandshovedhertothefloor..

Thandeka-OPENTHISDOORNOW,OPENIT!!!

MpumijumpedonThandekabutLungiey,NtombiandSimistartedyellingforNomusatoopen
thedoortoo.Itwasacommotionastheyallfoughteachother.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....

SEASONTWO

Insert73

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....

Nellysatonthefloorandheldherchestcountingupto5repeatedly,thepaininherchestslowly
subsided.Sheusedthedoorasasupportsystem togetupandwalktothesink.Shesplashed
herfacewithwaterandstaredbackatherselfforafewsecondsbeforewipingherhandsand
walkingout.

Meanwhile....

Therestoftheladieswerestillfightingandshoutingateachother.

Nelly-(tookadeepbreathandshouted)ENOUGH!!!!!!



Atfirsttheydidn'thearherbutsheshoutedagainandtheystopped.

Nelly-(lookedatthetimeinherwatch)weneedtogetthisbodyoutofhereandgetthisplace
cleanedbeforesomeonecomeslookingforhim.

Simi-We?Whatpartof....

Nelly-(rudelycutSimioff)I'm notdonetalking.....asIwassaying,weneedtogethim outand
intoourcarbutweneedtodoitfastbecausetimeisnotonourside.Oncehe'sinthecarand
theplaceisclean,wecandrivebacktomyofficeandanyonewhowantstoleavecandoso
freelyafterthat.

Mbali-Ithinkthat'sfair,Imeanwedidcomewithonecar,youguysatleastoweusthatmuch.

Mpumi-(lookedatNomusa)youshouldcleanthebedroom.

Nelly-(agreeswithMpumi)makesureyouplaceeverythingwhereThatowould,nothingmust
lookoutofplace.Doeshekeephiscleaningutensilsinthekitchen?

Nomusa-Ithinkso,I'm notsure...usuallythecleaningcompanycomeseveryWednesday.

Nelly-(nods)okay,let'sgettoitladies.

MpumiandMbalifollowedNellywhileNomusawalkedintothebedroom.Simi,Ntombi,Lungiey
andThandekastoodawkwardinthelivingroom.

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE....

SbaniandSledgestoodoutsidewithoneoftheguards.

Sledge-(lookingaround)sothisisthefamousSibiyamansion.

Sbani-youcanbuyanythingwitholdmoney.

SledgewasabouttorespondbutSibiyawalkedoutfollowedbyhisownpersonalguard.

MrSibiya-towhatdoIowethispleasureofyougracinguswithyourpresence.

Sbani-ain'tyougoingtoinvitemein?

MrSibiya-(lookednexttohim)who'syourfriend?



Sbani-(lookednexttoSibiya)who'syourfriend?

Sibiya-(chuckled)Iseewhatyoudidthere,comeinside.

SbanilookedatSledgeandnoddedbeforefollowingafterSibiya.

Meanwhile....

InsideDebbie'sroom,thewindowopenedmakingherjump,oneoftheguyscarefullyjumpedin
wearinghisarmedattireandweaponsbothonhissides.

Guy-youDebbie?

Debbie-(nodded)Yes,whoareyou?Where'smyson?

Guy-ourwindowtimeis15minutes,takemetotheserverroom.

Debbie-Iwantmyson,I'm nottakingyouanywhereuntilI'm certainthatyouworkwithmyson,
youcouldbeoneofmyhusbandsgoonsandhiswholethingcouldbeasetup.

Guy-lady,wedon'thavemuchtimeandyoucannotgetthroughyoursonrightnow,he'son
anothermission.Mybossisdownstairsrightnowandweneedtogetmoving.

Debbie-No.

Guy-(gettingfrustrated)whatyoumeanNo?

Debbie-I'm nottakingyouanywhereandifyouthinkoftryinganythingI'llscream.

Theguylookedathiswatchandtheywererunningoutoftime,innotimetheiropenwindowwill
close.Theguygrabbedhis9millimeterpistolandpointeditatDebbie.

Guy-Iwon'taskyouagainmam,takemetotheserverroom.

Debbie-(chuckles)andyouthinkyoursmallgunscaresme,(shemovedclosertothepistoluntil
itwastouchingherforehead)ImarriedthemostruthlessmaninAfrica,amanworsethanthe
Bokoharam,whatdoyouthinkyoursmallgunoryouruselessthreatswilldotome?

Guy-8minutesleft,takemetotheserverroom.

Debbie-No!!!!Nowlet'sseeifyougottheballstodoit.

ATTHATO'SAPARTMENT....



Thehousewasnowclean,thegirlswerenowinsidethebedroom exceptforthefourthatwere
stillintheloungearea,theywrappedThato'sbodywithasheet.

Nelly-weneedducktape.

Mpumi-Idon'tknowofanyonethatkeepsducktapearound.

Mbali-I'veneverevenseenducktapebeforewithmyowneyes,onlyinthemovies.

Nomusa-(laughs)metoo.

Nelly-(shakesherheadchuckling)I'lllookforonewhenwebackattheoffice,I'm suretheyhave
oneinthestoreroom attheoperationsdepartment.

Mpumi-howarewegettingthisbodyout?

Nelly-(lookedatthetime)givemeasecond.

Shewalkedbacktotheloungeandgrabbedherphone...

"In5minutesbereadytomove"

Shelockedherphoneandlookedatthefour.

Nelly-helpusmovethebodytothedoor.

Sheleftthem righttherenotgivingthem room toevenrespond.Theylookedbetweeneach
other,nobodysayinganythingneithermovingtothebedroom.Thandekarolledhersleevesand
sighedgoinginsidethebedroom,Ntombifollowedafterher.Thegirlscarefullyliftedthebody,it
washeavy,heavierthananyoneofthem anticipated.

Mpumi-Ididn'tthinkitwillbethisheavy.

Thandeka-maybewecandraghim tothedoor,there'snowaywecancarryhim tothedoor.

Mbali-Ithinkthatcouldwork.

Nomusagrabbedanothercleansheet,theyrolledThatotoitandtwobytwo,theygrabbedall
thecornerandstarteddragginghim,itwasstillahasslebutatleasttherewassomemovement.



Nelly-thisisn'tworkingwithmyheelson.

Ntombi-whydidn'twethinkoftakingourheelsoff,maybethat'swhywecouldn'tbalancehim.

Theyalltooktheirheelsoff,Mpumiquicklygatheredalltheirshoesandhandedthem toLungiey.

Lungiey-howam Igoingtocarryalltheseshoes?

Mbali-(snapped)stopwhiningandbefuckinguseful.

Nellygrabbedherphone...

"Now"

Nelly-weneedtomove.

Thandeka-whataboutthesecurity.

Nelly-don'tworryaboutthem,wejustneedtomakesure,noonefrom thebuildingseesus.

Simi-whoyoutalkingtoo?Youcan'tjustkeepusinthedarklikethis.

Nelly-Ican,youdon'ttobeinvolvedinanyoftbusright?Thelessyouknowthebetteritis.Now
fuckinggrabacornerandlet'smove.

Nomusa-whataboutmythings?

Mpumi-youneedtoleavethem here,itneedstolooklikeyoujustlefttoschoollikeyoualways
do,havingnoneofyourthingsherewillraisesuspicion,accordingtoeveryoneinhislife,youhis
girlanditnormalforyourthingstobeathisplace.

Nelly-Mpumi'sright.

Nomusa-okay.

Oncetheyweresurethatnothingiftheirswasleftinsidetheapartment,itwasgotime.Itwasa
struggleastheycarriedhisbody,alotofbickeringandcursingateachother.Everyone'stepper
wereonahighandtheywereallscared,itnoteverydayyoucarryadeadbodyacrossthehall
andit'sevenworsewhenthatdeadbodyisthemayor'sson.

Ntombi-let'susethestairs?Theelevatoristoorisky.



Nelly-thestairswilltakeforever,wedon'thavemuchtime.Whateverriskpresentsitself,wejust
goingtohavetodealwithit.

Theyallwaitedastheycountedthenumberoffloorsontheelevator,oncetheredlightturned
17,andthedingsoundfollowed,theylookedbetweeneachother,sweatvisibleastheirbodies
perspired.

Simi-(startedpraying)ohfatherIcometoyouwithapureheart.....

Theyallcouldliterallyfeeltheirheartsstopwhenthedoorsopenedandamanwithadogwere
insidetheelevator.JustasMbaliwasgettingreadytotacklethemandown,Thandekagrabbed
herarm andindicatedatthestick.Themanwasblind,reliefwashedallovertheirfaces,they
steppedasideasthemansteppedoutbutthedogstartedbarking,themantriedtocalm it
downpullingitbuttheguarddogwasn'thavingitasitstaredrightatThato'sbodyandbarked.....

Man-comedownDavey,theseladiesdon'tbite.

Theylookedbetweeneachother...

Thandeka-howdid....howdidyouknowweladies?

Man-(smiled)throughmysenses.

Theyallweirdlylookedateachother.

Nelly-(mountedtothem)weneedtogo.

Theyignoredthebarkingdogandquicklygotinsidetheelevator.Luckilyforthem noonehad
requestedfortheelevatorontheupperfloorsoitwasalongwaitastheycountedthenumbers
goingdown.Whentheelevatorhit6,itdidthedingsoundanddoorsopened.

Simi-(praying)awuthixobawo!!!

Awhiteelderlyladywalkedin,theyallfakedsmiledasshelookedateachofthem.Mpumi
nudgedLungieywho'sfacelookedasifshewereconstipated.Theoldladyshrinkedhereyes



andstaredatobjectrolledinsheets.

Ol'lady-whatdoyouhavehereladies?

Thandeka-justastatue,sculpturedwithourveryhands(fakedawidegrin)weactuallyonour
waytopresentitatanartexhibition.

Ol'lady-(smiling)ohdear,it'slookssohuge.Youknowmyhusbandwasalsoasculpture.CanI
touchit...

NellystoppedherbeforeshecouldbendandtouchThato'sbody.

Nelly-it'snotreallyagoodidea,wealreadyhaveourhandsfullcarryitallthewaytoourcar
withoutbreakingit.

Nellyfakedsmiledandtheoldladynoddedinunderstanding.

Ol'lady-sowhatisit?

Theyalllookedatherconfused,whentheyfinallyunderstoodwhatshewasasking,noneof
them couldthinkofanything.AfewawkwardsilencepassedbeforetheyhadLungieyshout
from theelevatorscorner.

Lungiey-it'sthestatueofliberty.

Theyallturnedtoherwiththe"areyoufuckingdumb"face,realizingthatsheprobablyshouldof
keptherthoughtstoherself.

Mbali-Yhooomabena!!!

Mpumi-ayi,kutricky,kutough,kuwawu!!

Theoldladywaslookingatthem withaconfusedandalmostfrowningface.

Nelly-(leanedtowardstheladyandwhispered)she'snotwell,hasadisorderwheresheblabs



stupidshit.

Ol'lady-ohhh,shame.

Thandeka-thestatueisactuallyformerpresidentJacobZuma,wejustfeellikeheisn't
celebratedthatmuchandwefelttheneedtocreatethispeaceofoneofourgreats,isn't
bab'Nxamalalasuchanhonourableman?

Ol'lady-(fakedsmiled)yeah....

Theelevatorhitgroundfloorandtheoldladywasthefirsttowalkoutwithoutevensparing
them aglance...

Thandeka-(smiled)workseverytime.

Nelly-(chuckles)thatwasprettycool.

Theycountedtothreeandliftedthebodyupheadingtowardsthecar.Mpumiwasalreadybythe
car.ThecarwasaHyundaiH1whichhadlittlemuchspaceforatrunk.Theystruggledfittinghis
bodyin,twooftheladiesgotinsidethecarandloweredtheseatstoenabletheonesoutsideto
closedthetrunkdoor.Oncethebodywasin,theyalltookamuchneededbreathastheytookin
everything.TheysilentlynoddedateachotherandalljumpedinsidethecarwithNtombitaking
thewheel.

Mbali-(turnedtoLungiey)whatwasthatbackthere?Statueoflibertyreally?

Nelly-youalmostfuckedthingsup.

Lungiey-it'sthefirstthingthatcametomind,don'tblamemebecausenoneofyouweresaying
anythingbutstoodtherelookinglikestunnedrats.

Simi-shehasapoint,Imeannoonewastalking.

Mbali-wellshe'sbetteroffquietthansayingstupidshit.

Nelly'sphonerangandtheyalllookedatherasshetalkedonthephone.

Ntombi-what'swrong?

Nelly-theroadtotheofficeisblocked,theLGTBrallyisblockingallroads.

Simi-whatdoesthatmean?Yousaid...

Nelly-(snapped)IknowwhatIsaidokay!!!



Ntombi-sowhereexactlyarewegoingwiththisbody?

ItwassilentastheyallturnedtoNelly.

Mpumi-ifthisrallyhappening,thismeanspoliceareeverywhere,everystreet,everyintersection
andeverycorner.

Lungiey-(cryingandscreaming)LETMEOUT,I'M DONEOKAY,DONE.

Mbali-(annoyed)canyoushutup.

Lungiey-I'm notgoingtoshutup,thisismylife,Ihaveadaughterandamotherwhoneedsme.
It'seasyforeveryoneheretothinkI'm justbeingdifficultbutthisshitisdifferenttome.Ihave
anordinaryjob,driveabasiccarandIdon'tcomefrom wealth.Nellyhasarichdad,richbrother,
richstepdadandafuckingrichboyfriendwhoalsocomefrom arichfamily.Shecangetoutof
thiseasilyandtherestofus?Whathappenstous?

...Silence....

Lungiey-Thandeka?Youhavefirsthandexperiencewhenitcomestodealingwithrichpeople?
Lookatwhathappenedtoyoursister?

...Silence...

Lungiey-Simi?Doyouthinkyourgovernmentsalarycangetyououtofthismess?Andwena
Mbaliyoujustasecretary,Idon'tevenseeyouaffordingagoodlawyer(lookingatNomusaand
Mpumi)andIwon'tevenstartwiththetwoofyou,weareallfuckedhereandweallknowwhen
shithitsthefan,there'sonlyonepersonwhowillgettingoffscotfree,sopardonmeifIdon't
wantanyinvolvementinanyofthisshit.I'm lookingoutformebecausenooneelsewill.

TherewasanawkwardsilenceasNtombidrove,asmuchasnoneofthem wantedtothink
aboutthethingsLungieyjustsaid,itwasnodenyingthatpartofitwastrue.

Nomusa-(teary)she'sright,thisisgettingmoreandmorerisky,maybeIshouldhavelet
everyonegowhilewewerestillattheapartment.

Thandeka-maybe?There'snomaybe,itwhatyoushouldhavedonebutdidn't,nowweall
suckedupinthismess.

Nomusa-itnottoolatetojusthandmyselftothepoliceandexplainwhathappened.



Thandeka-Don'tbestupid,weallknowwhatwillhappenifyouhandyourselfin,maybeit'sthe
designerclothesyouwearingthataredeceivingyoubutletmebreakitdowntoyougirlie,
sleepingwithrichmendoesn'tmakeyourich.Younodifferentthanmeoranyotheraverage
personoutthere.Onewordtothosepoliceandyoudone.Sowipetearsbecausetheynotdoing
anythingtomeoranyoneinthiscar.

...silence....

Ntombidrovestraighttogarageandkilledtheengine...

Ntombi-Ican'tjustkeepdrivingincircles,Nelly?

Mpumi-youallshittyfriends,isitfairtoputallthisononeperson?,whohappenstobetheonly
onetryingtogetusoutofthismess.Yousofocusedonwhatthismightmeanforyourlivesyet
youfailtoseethedistressinherface,haveanyofyounoticehowpaleshe'sbecomesincewe
allgotsuckedintothismess.Sobecauseshesharesabedwithsomeonewho'skilledbefore,it
okaytojustassumeshehasnofeelingstoo.IfI'm notmistakenshe'salsoamotheroftwo,she
alsohasafamilyandlifebutmostimportantly,she'shuman.(LookedatLungiey)youscared?
Wellguesswhat?Weallscared,includingNelly.

...Silence...

Theyalljumpedwhenapetrolattendantknockedonthedriverswindow.

Guy-areyouladiesfillinguporwhat?

Ntombijustnoddedbuttheguydidn'tmovefrom thewindow,sheraisedherbrowlookingat
him...

Guy-(boredface)ufakamalinisisi?

Ntombi-ohuhmm,justR100.

"avezihluphalezifebeeziphuzayo"Theyheardtheguymuttertooneofhiscolleague.

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE.....



TheguylookedatDebbieandhiswatch,therewasabsolutelynowayhecouldreachtheserver
andbeabletowalkoutofherealive.

Guy-(placedhisgunaway)youjustfuckedyourownson'smission.

Theguyheadedoutthewindow,Debbierusheddownstairsandstoodoutsideherhusband's
officepanting,SledgeraisedherbrowsuspiciouslylookingbetweentheguardandDebbie.The
guardmadeaquickdashupstairsandDebbielookedaroundbeforewalkingtoSledge.

Debbie-I'm yourinsideperson,doyouhaveanextrausb.

Sledge-Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingaboutlady.

Debbie-look,yourguycouldn'treachtheserverontime,wecanstillsavethismission,handme
theusb.

Sledge-I'veworkedwiththatguyforover8years,hehasahighrankingandIknowforsure
somethingassimpleasslottingausbwouldn'tbehassleunless.....

Sledgedidn'tevenneedtofinishhersentencewhenshenoticedtheguiltinDebbie'sface.

Sledge-youfuckeditallupdidn'tyou?Iguessyourothersonwasrightafterall.

DebbiewasabouttorespondbutthedoortothestudyopenedandMrSibiyawalkedout
agitated...

Debbie-(clearedherthroat)iseverythingokay?

MrSibiya-(frowned)where'sNick?

Debbie-he'sgonetocheckupstairs,IthoughtIheardsomeunfamiliarvoices.

Sbani-IguessIwilltakemyleaveseeingasyouhaveyourhandsfull.

MrSibiya-can'tsayitwasapleasurablemeeting.

Sbani-(smirked)ohdearfriend,youwoundme.

SbanigaveDebbieanodandwalkedoutwithSledgebehindhim.Oncetheywereinsidethecar



drivingoutthepremesis,SledgeturnedtoSbani...

Sledge-I'm guessingthetakeoverofthefirstwarehousewasasuccess?

Sbani-ohthatwaschild'splay,therealmissionwasblockinghisrefinery.Wenowcontrolhis
pipelines.

Sledge-whatdoyoumean?

Sbani-letjustsaymeandNdabukomightjustbecomebuddybuddyafterthis,theguyisa
valuableasset.

Sledge-(laughs)sowenotkillinghim afterallthisisdone.

Sbani-I'm stillthinkingaboutthatbutnowwehaveSibiyarightwhereweneedhim.He's
paranoidnowandanagitatedmanleadstocarelessnessandunthoughtthroughdecisons.

Sledge-(smiles)andwewin.

Sbani-exactlybutitwon'tbethatsimple,thedickheadwillputupafight.

Sledge-well,wereadyforhim.

Sbani-that'smygirl.

Sledge-soifthewarehousewasn'ttherealmission,whatwerewedoinghere?

Sbani-todistractSibiyaandIneededtotestDebbie,seeifshe'sworththerisk.

Sledge-wellshefailed,ourguydidn'tevengetthechancetoreachtheserver.

Sbani-thanshepassed,thewholepointwasnottoallowhim through,noteverythingwillbeas
itseems,provingtonotbesogullibleiswhatmadeherpass.Wedon'tneedSibiya'sserveror
hiswarehouse,thosewerejustdistractionsoftherealmissionandthat'stakingoverhis
distributionchannels.Hisnextmoveistoconsultthegovernment,whichinhisknowledgeit's
stillMoses,whathedoesn'tknowisthatwerunthisshitnow.

Sbaniswitchedhisphonebackonandnoticedthathehadafewmissedcallsfrom Nelly.He
madeamentalnotetopassbyherapartmentlatertonight...

SEASONTWO

Insert74

ATCREATIVEMINDSCENTER....



Theguyswalkedinannoyedandtooktheirseats.SbaniandSledgewalkedinfollowedby
Ndabukowhohadcasesofbeerandmeat.

Sbani-whythelongfaces?wewonthisround.

Bless-whatyoumeanwewonthisround?Wekeepingsecretsnow,yourealizeyoualmostgot
usallkilled.

Ndabuko-yethereyouarealiveandwell,(handedhim abeer),thiswasaclosedmissionand
neededonlyafewtoknow.Youwereallplayedpartanditwasasuccessbecauseeveryonedid
theirpartwell.Rightnowmyfatherthinksabunchofchancersjustwantedtorobhiswarehouse
whileunawarethathisbiggestproblemsarehispipelines.Wehavehisweaponsandhismost
multimillionnetwork.He'sinforthebiggestshockofhislife.

Siya-wait,holdupwithallthistalk,I'm stillconfused?DidyouguysmanagedtoinstalltheDLS
modem inhisserver?

Sbani-wedidn'tneedtoo.

Bless-thanhowarewegoingtocontroltherefinerynetworkifwedon'thaveaccesstoit.

Ndabuko-hackingintomyfather'ssystem wouldhavebeenveryeasybutit'sriskybecausewe
workingwithsoftwarehere,youcanneverbesurewithit,italwaysleavesatraceandone
wrongmove,italertshim ofeverythingwedoing.

Sbani-butbyhijackingandinvadinghispipelines,entryisjustamatterofcuttingafenceand
jackingintothecontrolswithalaptop,andforsomeunknownreasonhisfacilityhaswireless
accesspoints,carelessonhispart,thisallowedustologinfrom adistance--noboltcutters
required,themenguardingthatplacehavealreadychosentheirleader(looksatNdabuko).The
sonofabitchwon'tseeuscoming.

Sandile-(smiled)damn,Ithinkwemightjustwinthiswar.

Ndabuko-wewillandIwillenjoyseeingthelookonmyfather'sfaceonceherealizesthathis
daysofbeingDonareover.

Mbuso-(looksatNdabuko)Don'tgettoexcited,yougethisthroneanddirtylegacybutI'm the
oneslittinghisthroatopen.

Siya-Ithinksomeheadsupwouldhavebeennice,andsincewhenareyoutwobuddies?

Sbani-wenotbutweworkreallywelltogether.Nowit'stimeforphase2.

Bless-what'sphase2?

Sbani-blowuponeofhisclubstobuyustime.WhenSibiyareachesouttoMoses,weneedto
haveMosesandhisguysonourside.

Bless-Idon'tseehim workingforyouespeciallyafteryoutookhisjob,wellnottechnicallybut
youknowwhatImean.

Ndabuko-hewill,wenotgivinghim achoice.



Sledge-enoughwiththeseriousness,canwehavesomebeernow.

Theguyslaughedandonebyonepoppedtheirbeercan'sopen.Itwasthefirsttimethatthe
moodwaslightaroundthem,Sbanilookedaroundandsmiled,thiswashisteam andwhether
noneofthem wantedtoadmitit,thiswasthebeginningofalifelongfriendshipand
brotherhood...

2hourslater....

TheguyswerereadytocallitanightbutSandilewalkedbackfrom attendingtohiscallwitha
frown...

Siya-what'sup?Girlfrienddumpedyou.

Sandile-No,butthatwasMa'Siwela,apparentlyNellyhasn'tcomebackfrom workand
Mam'SarahwasleavingthisafternoonandNellyknew,sonowmam'Sarahdroppedthetwinsat
MaSiwela'shouse.

Bless-shecouldbejustattheoffice,youknowhowsheiswithwork.

Sandile-yeahbutgetthis,Bridgethasn'theardfrom hersincesheleftwiththegirlsforlunch
andnowMthokoandNhlanhlaalsohavenoideawheretheirwivesare.Noneoftheirphonesare
goingthrough.

Mbuso-soallofthem aremissing?Whataretheodds?

Sbani-shit!!,Isawsomeofhermissedcallsbutdismissedthem becauseIwasgoingtodrivebt
herapartmentafterwedonehere.

Bless-(lookedathisphone)shetriedtocallmetoo.

Siya-guys,Ijustreceivedatextfrom Buhle,MpumiwassupposetopickAmirahfrom daycare
afterhershiftbutsheneverpitchedforanyofthatherphoneisoff.

Sandile-okay,thiscan'tbeacoincidence.

Ndabuko-it'snot,(showedthem hisphone)Nellytriedtocallmetoo.

Silencefilledtheroom andslowlytheexcitementoftheirfirstmissionvanishedastheir
thoughtsranwild,tryingtopiecetheunknown...

Bless-shit,whatifSibiyahasthem.

Sledge-notpossible.



Mbuso-nothingisimpossiblewiththatman.

Sbani-it'snothim,ifitwasIcouldhaveseenitinhiseyeswhileIwaswithhim.

Siya-ifnotmyfatherthanwho?

Sbani-Idon'tknowbutwegoingtofindout,getthetechguyherenowandIwantfootageof
Zulu&son'sco,parkinggroundandIwanttheircellphonestraced,Iwanttoknowtheirlast
location.

Theguysnoddedandwentseparatewaysastheyallstartedmakingcalls.Ndabukowasthe
onlyonewhostayedbehindwithSbani.

Ndabuko-shereallymeansthatmuchtoyouhuh!!!

Itwasn'taquestionandSbaniknewit,hegrabbedthebottlewaterNdabukowashandinghim.

Ndabuko-drinkup,ImaynotknowmuchaboutthisfeelingsandfamilyshitbutIdoknowifyour
handscontinuetotwitchlikethat,youwillpassout,I'm surethatthelastthingyouneedright
now.

Sbani-(gulpedthewholebottleofwateratonce)whatareyouthinking?Doyouthinkit'syour
father?

Ndabuko-couldbebutlikeyousaid,ifitwashim,hewouldhaveshownittoyou,he'scockylike
that.

BlesswalkedbackwithhisiPad...

Bless-Skillzjustsentmetheparkingfootage,anyminutenowhewillhavetheirlastknown
location.

TheywatchedasthegirlsarriveandNtombiwalksout,Blessfastsfowardsitandtheywatch
whenNellyandThandekaseemedtobehavinganargument,lastlytheywatchastheyallgetin
thecaranddriveout.

Sbani-didSkillztracethelicenseplatesofthecar?

Bless-(nods)yeah,it'sarental,toldhim toseeifthecarshowsupanywhereelse,trafficlights,
highwaycamera's,weshouldknowanyminutenow.



Ndabuko-(looksathisphone)Ijustgotaping,herphoneisbackon.

Theyallwatchedhim ashetappedontheiPad,oncehefinallyfoundasignal,heshoweditto
them...

Sbani-(confused)BlueLagoonbeach.

Ndabuko-(shrugged)maybeit'snothingafterall,justagirlsnightout.

Bless-(lookedathisiPadwithahorrificface)I'm notsosure,Skillzjustsendmethisfeed,you
mightwanttobraceyourselfbeforewatchingthis.

Ndabuko-isthatabody?

Sbani-jesus!!!

Bless-Skillztriangulatedthevehiclesknownlocationandrightafterleavingyourfathers
companyitwentstraighttoZimbali,andcheckthisout,thatsthesameplacewhereNomusa's
dickheadboyfriendisstaying.

Sbani-andyouknowthatbecause?...don'ttellmeyoustilltracingher.

Bless-okay,thanIwon't.

Sbani-dude,wetalkedaboutthis,yousaidyoumovingonfrom her.

Bless-Iam andIhavebutI'm stillresponsibleforherandshe'snotthesmartwhenit'scomes
toavoidingdangeroussituations.ExhibitA,wejustsawthem carryingoutadeadbody.

Ndabuko-she'sduckingthemayor'sson,andwejustsawthem carryoutadeadbodyatthe
mayor'ssonapartment.Thisain'tgoodforanyofthem,ifweareseeingthisfeed,youtwoneed
tobethinkingaboutwhoelseisorhasseenit.

Sbani-putSkillzontheline.

Ringing....

Skillz-Boss

Bless-Yeah,thefeedyoujustsentme,canyoublockit?

Skillz-Ican...

Sbani-but?

Skillz-Ididn'texactlyfindthatfeedinthecomplexsecuritysystem.Someonehadalready
removedit.

Bless-ifitwasalreadyremoved,thanwheredidyougetit?



Skillz-oneofthefirstthingintheblackwebtheyteachistoidentifyasystem whichhadbeen
tampered.Whoeverremovedthatclipdidnotwantanyonetofinditorevenknowitwastherein
thefirstplaceandwentongreatlengthstomakeitlooknothingwastamperedwith.But
ofcourseIdidn'tgetthenameSkillzjustforowningalaptopandknowingmywayaroundit.I'm
SkillzbecauseI'm theverysourcethatdesignthesesoftware'sandifIdesignthesoftwarethat
meansIhavethemeansoftakingitdown.I'vemanagedtoworkaroundthesourcesIPaddress
andI'vefoundthem,areyousittingdown?

Sbani-whoisit?

Skillz-it'soneofyours.

Sbani-WHAT?!!!

Skillz-fuckingIntelligence,yougotarat.

Ndabuko-toldyounottotrustthegovernment,thesepoliticiansareallcutfrom thesamecloth.

Sbani-areyousayingthepresidentisbehindthis?

Skillz-thatIdon'tknowforsurebutthekindofsoftwareusedhereisnotjustanysoftware,it's
definitelyhasIntelligencefootprintonit.Beforeyouguysjumpthegun,ifNellycouldn'tget
throughanyofyouthanwhoelsecouldshehavecalled?

Bless-Shakabutthanitdoesn'texplainwhereShakacouldgetthiskindofsoftwareused,
unlessBruceisinvolved.

Sbani-(shookhishead)it'stoofarfetched......(suddenlyasifalightbulbjustclicked)Moses,
it'stheonlylogicalexplanationandhonestlyanyfatherwillgothroughthelengthshewentfor
hisdaughter,ithastobehim.

Bless-(looksatNdabuko)isthepingstillatBlueLagoonbeach?

Ndabuko-Yeah.

Sbani-let'stakearidetothebeachboys,inform theothers.

ATBLUELAGOONBEACH.....

Itwasquietinsidethecarastheyallsatintheirseatsabsentminded.Theyhavebeenwaiting
herforhoursandwiththedeadbodyinsidethetrunk,itfeltlikedays.

Thandeka-we'vebeensittinghereforhours.

Mpumi-maybeweshouldjustdumpthisbodyintheocean.

Simi-she'sright,policearealloverthisplace,notlongsomeonewillreportasuspiciousvanin
thebeachparkingspace.

Ntombi-Imeanit'snotsuchabadidea,anyDNAwillbewashedway.



Nomusa-I'lldowhateveritisyouguyswant,Ioweyouthatmuch.

Mbali-Nelly?Itreallyisn'tabadidea,noneofuswanttobehereanymore.

Nellytriedtobattlethelightnessfrom herheadandrubbedhereyeslookingatalltheirfaces.
Theyweretired,honestlyshecouldn'tblamethem,theystuckeditoutandshewasreally
greatful....

Nelly-(halfsmiled)itwillcutthedreadfuldayandnightshortbutwhathappenswhenthebody
getswashedoffshoreandisdiscovered,aninvestigationislodged,amurderinvestigation.We
don'twantthepolicediggingtomuchintohisdeath,myfatherisonhisway,oncethebodyisin
hishands,wegohomeandhopefullytrytoforgetthiseverhappened.Iwanteveryonehere
clearofallthis,weallgotmoretolivefor,justalittlepatience,that'sallIaskofyou.

Theyalllookbetweeneachotherandnod,NellybreathsasighofreliefbutNtombiquicklyturns
toher...

Ntombi-areyouokay?Yourbreath,soundedmorelikeawhiz.

Nelly-(lookedather)I'm fine,justtired.

Ntombi-(nods)it'sbeenaday.

Justastheyabouttorelaxandleanonthearm rest,lightsflashthem...

Lungiey-ohmyGod!!!!It'sthepolice,getmeout,I'm notgoingtojail,getmeout...

(SLAP)

(SLAP)

Mbali-(clenchedherteeth)calm down.

NellyandNtombicameoutthecarasthepolicevehiclestopnexttothem,thewindowrolls
downandrevealstwomaleofficials...

Man1-youladiesokay?

Nelly-(smiled)yesofficer.



Man2-welltheparkingisdesertedandit'snotsafeatthistimeofthenight.Thepriderallyhas
createdsomebuzzandattractedawrongcrowd,beautifulladieslikeyourselvesdon'twantto
becrossedinthatkindoffire.

Ntombi-nowedon't,thankyoufortheheadsup,we'llbeonthelookout.

Man1-wellI'm afraidthat'snotexactlywhywehere,thebeachisclosednow,youladiesare
goingtohavetofindanotherparkingspotifyoustillwanttoenjoytheviewoftheocean.

Nelly-okay,wewillbeheadingoutthan.

Theywereabouttogetinsidethecarbutoneoftheofficerscalledafterthem.Ntombicould
clearlyseeoneofthem eyeingherbreasts.

Man1-sowhat'syourname?Waitdon'ttellme?ItmustbeBlue,youlooklikeher.

Ntombi-why?BecauseIhavelonglegslikeher?

Man1-(chucklesandlickshislips)okayyoucaughtmebutI'm notcomplaining,withthoselegs,
youputCameronDiaztoshame.

Ntombifakedlaughedandshookherhead...

Nelly-wellwegottogo.

Man2-hawu!!What'stherush,Ithoughtweweregettingtoknoweachother.

Nelly-maybeanothertimeanddidn'tyousaythebeachwasclosing?

Man1-welawenforcement,weallowedtobendtherules.

Ntombi-wellwerathernot,plus,Ihavetostartpumping.

Thandekapeekedfrom thewindowandgavethemenawidegrinbeforeturningtoNtombi.

Thandeka-it'stime.

Ntombi-istheequipmentready,maybeI'lljustpumphere;havealittlebitoffreshair.

Man1-pumpwhat?

Ntombi-(smiled)milk,I'm breastfeeding.

Man1-(choked)youhavebaby?

Ntombi-(smiledwithpride)abeautifulbabyboyandIhavea5yearoldgirltoo.Doyouhaveany



kidsofficer?

Man1-(clearedhisthroat)uhmm No.

Nelly-(smiledandleanedontheirdoor)boththedad'sareadeadbeatbutI'm sureyou're
decentguy.

Theycouldseethedistasteintheofficersface...

Thandeka-we'vebeentellinghershewillmeetherknightandshinningarmor,Iguesswejust
didn'tknowitwillactuallybesomeonewhoreallyisahero.Imean,officerssaveliveseveryday,
perfectfatherfigures.

Man2-uhmm,(fakelaughs)wellladies,wewilllovetochatbutdutycalls.

Man1-(startedtheengine)yeah,wehavetosavelivesright.

Nelly-(fakedapout)well,atleasttakeanumber.

Man1-don'tworry,we'llfindyou.

Theywatchedasthepolicevehicledrivefasterthanitcame,theylookedbetweeneachother
andburstoutlaughing...

Simi-(clapsonce)yhoooamadoda!!!

TheynoticedtwoSUV'scomingstraighttowardsthem,Nellynoticedthestatestickerand
sighedwithreliefknowingherfatherwashere.

Nelly-Mosesishere.

Ntombi-(sighedwithrelief)ohmyGod!!!Wegoinghome.

Eventhoughtheycouldn'tjumpforjoy,butthereliefwasevidentintheirfaces.Therestofthe
ladiessteppedoutthecarandwatchednervouslyasMosesandhismanstepoutoftheircars.

Moses-(turnedtoNelly)youokay?

Nelly-(nods)Yeah......



Shecouldseehewaswaitingforsomething,everyonecouldseethelonginginhisface.She
tookafewstepstowardshim andembracedhim....

Nelly-nowthatyouhereIam okay,whattookyousolong?

Hewrappedhisarmsprotectivelyaroundher,itfeltgood,heneverthoughttherewouldcomea
daywherehisdaughterwouldneedhim,butshecalledhim inhertimeofneedandherethey
werenow,afterafewsecondsshepulledapartandhewishedthehugcouldhavelasted
longer....

Moses-he'sinthetrunk?

Nelly-Yeah,wewrappedhim inasheet.

Moses-okaygood,wecleanedhisapartmentcleansodon'tworryaboutanyDNAleft,wealso
tookcareofthecomplexsecuritycameras,soyougoodtheretoo.Wewilltakeyougirlshome
andbringthecarbacktoyouonceithasbeenflashedtoo,howlongdidyourentitfor?

Ntombi-justtwodays.

Moses-good,that'smorethanenoughtime,yougirlsgetyourstaffinthecarandmymenwill
escortyouallbackhome,it'sbeenalongday,I'm sureyoutired.

Nomusa-Whatareyougoingtodowithhim?

Moses-don'tworryyourselfaboutthat,didyougetthatcheckedout?(Pointedatherbruises)
myguyswillstopbythehospitalandadoctorwilltakecareofthat.

Nomusa-it'snotthatbad.

Simi-Musayouprobablyshould,youneverknowwiththesethings.

Nomusa-(sighs)okay.

Moses-youwillreceiveafewtextsfrom Thato,Ineedyoutorespondtothem,playalong.

Nomusa-okay.

MosesnoddedtothegirlsandtheygrabbedtheirstuffandwalkedtowardstheSUV.They
watchedfrom thecarasMosesspeaktohismenandtwooftheguysjumpedintotheH1and
driveout,justastheH1drivesout,ablackjeepdrivestowardsthem.It'sstopsrightnextto
them andSbaniandtheguysstepout.MosessignalsthedriveofhisSUVtodriveout,withthe
girls,tootiredtoevenlook,Nellyshrinksonherseatandshutshereyes....

Meanwhilebackintheparkingarea....



Moses-Iwaswonderingwhenyou'dshowup.

Sbani-look,ifitwasanyotherday,we'dgooffoneachotherbuttodayit'sdifferent.....

Moses-I'ddoanythingformydaughterbutthanagain,thisisn'tmydaughter'sproblem.

Bless-whatdoyoumean?

Moses-yourlittlebitchkilledamayor'ssonanddraggedeveryoneelsedownwithherbutthan
again,IhavethepowertojusteraseNellyfrom beingpartofanyofthisandlettheothersface
themusic....

Bless-whatdoyouwant?

Moses-(lookedatSbani)intwodaystime,Iwillissueastatementofmyresignationfrom chief
justiceandstatemyintentonbeingoneofthecandidateswhowantstorunforpresident.You
mustbeaskingwhereI'm goingwiththis?Now,youandyourlittlebuddieswillhavetoletgoof
whateverholdyouhaveofSibiya'spipelines,Iwillhaveatalkwithhim abouthowourdear
Presidenttriedtotakehim downandfailed,nowinretaliationSibiyawillhavetolaunchan
attackinanyofthemostfamousspotspoliticianshangouts,whichisthesameplaceThatoand
ourdeputyPresidentwillbehavingalateafternoonlunchandwillbecaughtinthetragedy.
Otherpoliticalpartieswillbegunningafterhim especiallyaftersuchdevastatingevents,hisown
peoplewillbequestioninghisleadershipandhisfatetorunforthenextelectionwillbein
jeopardy.

Sbani-youputtingmyteam atrisk,iflletyoudothisthanthatmeanswehavetoactlikethe
missionwasabigfail,thePresidenthasrightstoexecuteusall.

Moses-thatonlyappliesifSpringbokiscompromised,whichitisn't.Whathappenedisyouguys
justfailedyourfirstmission,whichishighlynormalforthefirsttime.

Bless-butwedidn't.

Moses-yeahbutthanthePresidentwon'tknowthat,onceheknowsofmyintentions,hewilltry
andsabotagemyrunbutyouwon'tletthathappenright,becauseyouworkformenow.

Sbani-NO

Moses-sorrywhat?

Sbani-NO,Iwillnotbeyourbitch.

BlessheartpoundedashethoughtabouttheconsequencesifSbanididn'tgiveintoMoses
requests.HecouldseeitinMosesthathewasn'tjoking,theacewasinhishandsnowandthey
couldjustgiveintodefeat,theoldmanhadwonthisround...

Bless-Sbani,ifwedon'tdothis,therestofthegirlsgodown.

Sbani-wecanfightit,wegetthebestlawyers,wehavemoneyforit.



Bless-moneyisnottheissuehereandyouknowit,imaginethepressthiskindofcasewillget,
thepublic?Twoofthesewomenaremother'sofyourkids,thinkaboutNomaandSJ,Ntombi
hasababyboy,Nomusawillbedoneshouldthisgotocourt.Comeonman,Iknowyounotthat
insensitive.

Sbani-weknewthiskindofjobcomeswithcasualties,thisisoneofthem.

Bless-(angry)Iknowyoudidn'tjustsaythat.

BlessgrabbedSbanibythecollarandstaredrightintohiseyeswithhisteethclenched..

Bless-thosewomenarenotcasualtiesbutfamily,theyfuckingfamilyman.Iknowyouknow
that,don'tmakemekickyourballsbeforeyougetyoursensesback....(helookedathim with
beggingeyes)comeonman....

Sbani-Fine

Blessreleasedhim from hisholdandtheybothturnedtoMoses,whohadthebiggestsmirk....

Moses-(lookedatSbani)checkmate....

BANG!!!!!

TheywatchedasMosesfalltotheground...

BANG!!!,BANG!!!!

Twoofhismanfollowedsuit,BlessandSbaniwerestillstunnedbutwiththeirgunsalreadyout,
readyforwhatever'stocomebuttheyloweredtheirgunswhentheynoticedNdabukowalking
towardsthem withhisAK47.BlessimmediatelywenttohisfatherwhileSbanibroughthisgun
upagainandpointeditatNdabuko.

Sbani-whatthefuck?

Ndabuko-(shrugged)theoldfuckwilllive,can'tsaythesameabouthisminions.I'm donewith
thissappyshit,it'stimeyouboysplaymygamenow.Thefuckerimprovisedwithourplannow
weimprovisewithhis,hewantsthepresidency,he'llgetitbutnotonhistermsbutours.Havea
restboysbecausetomorrowisArmageddon.
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BlesspassedaroundashelookedatMoses,Ndabukohadshothim byhisshoulderjoint,onthe
uppersideofhischest,hewouldlivebuthewasbleedingtoomuch.

Moses-Ineedadoctor.

Bless-he'sonhisway,justdon'tpassout.

Moses-(groanedinpain)sonyoucanstillgetoutofthis,thisisnochild'splay,youmessing
withthebigboysnow.

Bless-theplanworksoutforeveryone,sojustplayyourpart,afterallwegoingtogetyouthat
presidency.

Moses-youknowyoustillneedme,ifyouwanttosavethatgirlthanletmego.

Bless-(shakeshishead)youknowjustwhenIactuallythoughtyoucanbeanythingbutadick
yougoandusealittlegirlsfuturejusttosuityouradvantage.

Moses-it'snotpersonalandyouknowit.

Bless-itverymuchpersonal,Ithoughtthebirthofyourgrandsonmightchangeyou,ImeanIsee
youwithNomvelo'skidsandIsawyouatthehospitalwithBonolo,inthatmomentI.....you
knowwhat,Itdoesn'tevenmatterbecauseyouwillneverunderstand,foryouit'sallagame.

Moses-ohdon'tcomeformelikeI'm thebadguyhere,Iprotectmyfamilybyallmeans.If
memoryservesmeright,yourlittlefriendwasmorethanwillingtofuckeveryoneelse,twoofhis
babymamasincludedandI'm thebadguy?Givemeabreak.Idon'tgettheholdthatboyhason
you,whenitcomestohim,hecanneverdonowronginyoureyes,butassoonasIdo
somethingverysimilarorevennotclosetohisstunts,"Mosesisanasshole"wellnewsflash
son,you'vebeenkissingthebiggestassholeinthehistoryofassholes.

ThedooropenedbeforeBlesscouldmasteruparesponse.Theteam andthedoctorwalkedin,
Sandilerushedtohisfather'ssideassoonashesawhim.



Sandile-(inspectinghiswound)whathappened?

Sbani-Sandileletthedoctorworkonhim.

Moses-(lookedatNdabuko)heshotme,yoursocallednewfriends,justtriedtoexecuteme.

Sandile-WHAT?!!!wooooguysIknowmydadisanasshole(looksathisfatherapologetically)
sorrydadbutyouknowyou're,anywaysnobodysaidanythingaboutkillinghim.Ithoughtthe
targetwasSibiya,aka"MrIlovemyowndaughtersvaginas","MrIenslavemyownson"andnot
least,"MrIvictimizewomenandchildren"

Ndabuko-westillkillingthebastard.

Mbuso-I'm doingthekilling.

Ndabuko-yeahweknow,nowlistenup,changeofplans.Weattacktonight.

Mbuso-WHAT?

Ndabuko-youheardme,wegoingintonightandweendingthisshit.Noamountofplanningwill
makethismissionanylessdesirable,weallknowit'swasasuicidemissionfrom theminutewe
tookiton.

Siya-howarewepullingthisoff?

TheyallgatheredaroundasNdabukoandSbanilaidouttheplan.

ATBUHLEANDMPUMI'SAPARTMENT.....

BuhlewalkedinsideMpumi'sroom andleanedonthedoorframewithherarmsfolded,Mpumi
sighedwatchingherassheappliedlotiononherbody.

Mpumi-quitfrowning,ItoldyouI'm notsayingtonight,Ijustwanttorest.

Buhle-Idon'tthinkyouunderstandjusthowmuchIwasworriedaboutyouMpumi,youweren't
pickingupmycalls,youdidn'tshowupforyourshiftandjustwhenIhadmanagedtotwista
storyandcoverforyoubyvolunteeringtodoyourshift,Igetacallfrom thedaycareandyou
haven'tpitchedtopickupAmirah.Youtired?Wellguesswhat?I'm alsotired,Ihadtodobackto
backshiftsjusttocoverforyouandfetchAmirahfrom thedaycareandtraveltoumlazitodrop
heratyourparentsandbacktotownsoIcanfinishyourshift.Ididallthesethingswhile
freakingoutbecauseIdon'tknowwhereyouwereandwhathashappenedtoyou,sospareme
thenottonightbullshit.

Mpumi-(sighed)okay,okay......I'm sorry,Ishouldhaveleftyouamessageaboutmy
whereaboutsandforthatI'm sorrybecauseyouhadtogothroughyourdayworrying,yourightI
am beingselfish.



Buhle-it'sfine....WelivetogetherandI'dliketothinkwesisters,wefamily.Idon'twant
somethingtohappentoyouandwhenyourparentsaskquestionsonlytofindthatIdon'thave
answerswhenI'm theclosestpersontoyou.

Mpumi-(nodsinunderstand)atleastletmegetdressed.

Buhle-fine,I'llgomakeussometea.

BuhlehandedMpumiherteaandsatontheotherofthecouch,shestartedtellinghereverything
from thebeginningandrightuptotheendwhenMosesmendroppedheroff.

Mpumi-(lookedather)what'sthatlook?

Buhle-(sippedhertea)nothing.

Mpumi-it'snotnothing,IjusttoldyouIdraggedadeadbodyallovertownandyourreactionis
nothingandthatlookwhichIcan'tdefinebecauseit'snotalookofempathyconsideringIjust
toldyouThatoassaultedMusa.

Buhle-(placedherteaonthetable)Ijustdon'tthinkyou'dlikewhatIhavetosay,soIchooseto
saynothing.

Mpumi-whatcouldyoupossiblysaybesidessympathizingwithNomusa'ssituationandIknow
dragginganabusesdeadbodyisn'treallytherighteousthingbutIjustfinditoddthatyou
"nothing"tosay.

Buhle-(sighed)okayIsympathizewithherwithregardstobringassaulted,Imeanthat'sanon
goingbattleinSouthAfricaandnowomenshouldgothroughthat.

Mpumi-but...

Buhle-there'snobutandasfordraggingadeadbodyaround,I'm notreallyfazedbyitbecause
I'm notexactlydatingalawabidingcitizen,plusthelessofthesemotherfuckerswhoabuse
theirpowerovervulnerablewomenthebetter.......Ijustdon'tgetwhyyouhadtobetheoneshe
called,Iknowshewasprobablyshockedbutwhatcouldyouhavehelpedherwith?It'snotlike
you'remastermindincoveringupamurderscene.Witheveryoneinherlife,therichconnections
shealwaysthrowsinyourface,whydidn'tshecallthosepeoplefirst?I'm sorrybutIthinkapart
ofherwasjustbeingdevious,shedidn'twanttogodownforthisaloneandwantedtodrag
someoneelsedownwithher.Yousayshedidn'tcallBlessbecausehejusthadababyand
didn'twanttobotherhim?Bullshit!!!Youhaveababytooandsheknowsverywellthatwhen
pushcametoshove,youhavenooneonyourcornerandyouhavemoretolosebutshedidn't
takeallthattoconsideration,youwanttoknowknowwhy?Becauseshedoesn'tcareaboutyour,
yourdaughteroryourlife.

Mpumi-Ithinkyoujustbeinglittleoverdramatic,shewasscared,shaking,it'snotlikekillinga
manishereverydayjob.

Buhle-I'm notdenyingbutIknowifIwasinthatsituation,youwon'tbethefirstpersonIcall,not
becauseIdon'tthinkyounottherightonetocomfortmeinthatstatebutbecauseI'd



understandthatyou'remotherandlinkingyourselftothatkindofmessisnotgoodforyour
daughter.Iwouldhavethoughtabouttheimplicationsofgettingyouinvolved.Whatiftheplan
didn'tgotoplan?You'dbesittingbehindbarsnowandwhatwillhappentoAmirah?YouandI
bothknowyourmotherisn'treallythebesttocareforher.Iwouldhavethoughtaboutallthat
anddecidedagainstdraggingyouintomymess.

Mpumi-(snapped)Idon'texpectyoutounderstand,youweren'tthere,youdidn'tseeherstate
andyourjudgementisn'texactlyallvalid,youdon'tlikeherandthat'slikelytoinfluencehowyou
talkabouther.

Buhle-yougettingsuckedbackinagain?Youlettingyourselfinthattoxicenvironmentagain.
Onceshe'soverthisandlifeisnormalforagain,shewilltossandspityououtandI'llbehereto
pickupthepiecesAGAIN.

Mpumi-(shouting)wellyouwon'thavetoo,Godthisisn'taboutyourlittleinsecurefeelingsof
youlosingmetoher.Haveyouthoughtaboutmaybeshewillnotbethesameagain?Maybeyou
usedtodeadbodiesbecauseyougrewupinthestreetsandbecauseofyourthugboyfriendand
butsomeofusaren't,Nomusacanbesacredforlifeandallyoucareaboutisyourpositionin
mylife,getoveryourself,youdon'tcareaboutherbutIdo.(Stoodup)thanksforthetea.

Shewatchedherwalktoherroom andtheshutthedoor,shewastoostunnedtomoveandhurt
byherwords."Wasshereallyinsecure",shethought.AllshewantedwasforMpumitonotbeso
gullibleaboutthewholething,shewantedtoprotectherfrom thehurtagain,shewatchedtheir
friendshipcrumblewithNomusa,whowasn'treallybotheredbyitandshewastheone
comfortinghereverynightwhenshecriedaboutit.Maybesheshouldn'thavevoicedget
concernsrightafterthedayshe'shadbutherfirstthoughtwastoprotectMpumiandher
feelingsbecausenooneseemedtocareaboutthem butwhatdidsheget?Aslapintheface
andherupbringingthrownbackatherface.ShesighedandgrabbedherphonetypedtoSiya....

"youthebestthingthathaseverhappenedinmylife,Iloveyou"

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE....

Ndabukokickedoneofbedroomsdoorandhisfatherfrownedlookingathim.Helookedatthe
girlandlookedathisfatherwho'sdickwasburieddeepinsidethegirl'sbutthole.

MrSibiya-(thrustedinandoutthegirl)areyoujustgoingtostandthereortellmethereason
whyyoujustkickedmydoor.

Ndabuko-there'sbeenabreach,youneedtomove.

MrSibiya-givemeasecond.

Ndabuko-wedon'thaveone,there'splentyofthatonceyouatthesafehouse.



MrSibiya-ohson,(heldthegirl'swaistandpoundedharder)(smiled)thisoneisfresh,
untouchedandvulnerable.

Ndabuko-(swallowedbutmaskedhisfeelings)wecanmoveyouwithherifthat'swhatyou
wantbutweneedtogo.

Ndabukofacedtheotherway,hisfather'sgroansfilledtheroom asheroaredlikealion
releasing.DebbiestoodbythecornerandwatchedherNdabuko'shandsshakeashetriedhis
besttoform afistandcontrolwhateveremotionthatwantedtoescape.Lookingatthesideof
hisface,shecouldswearhersonwasatthevergeofcrying.Shetriedtocomecloserandhold
hisshakinghandbutwasstoppedatthegunpointedather.

Ndabuko-Don't.

Andjustlikethat,hisvulnerablestatewasgoneashestartedorderingeveryonearound.She
swallowedlookingatthelittlegirlrunningpassedhernaked,shelookedlikeshewasbetween
theageof12-14;shehadn'tevendevelopedproperbreastyet.

MrSibiya-taketheboysandoneoftheguyswillescortyoutothecar.

Hiswordsbroughtherbacktolifeandshenodded.

MrSibiya-what'sthestatus?

Ndabuko-wenotsurebutthesearedefinitelyprofessionals,they'vetakenourpipelines.

Hecouldseehisfather'sfacefall,"wegotyounowbastard"hethought.

MrSibiya-theweaponswehaveatthewarehouse,it'senoughtosustainthesituationright?

Ndabuko-(nods)Siyaandtherestoftheguysareontheirwaythere.Let'smove.

Oneoftheguardscamerunningandshotsstartedgettingfired.MrSibiyawasstilltostunned
andconfused,hewonderedwhowasboldenoughtotakehim on.Debbiescarwiththeboys
wasthefirsttodriveoutinthemistofthegunbattle,asSibiya'sSUVstoppednexttothedoor
waitingforhim tocomethroughthesmallbackexit.JustastheysteppedoutwithNdabuko
shieldinghim,theywatchedthecarburstintoflames,sendingthem flyingback.Ndabukohad
earplugsonsotheexplosiondidn'taffecthishearing.Hecoughedandwithhisvisionslightly



affectedhecouldseeafiguresteprightnexttohim andpullinghim up.Mbusoturnedtotwoof
theguysthatwerewithhisfatherandshotthem inthehead.MrSibiyacoughedoutfrom the
dustandsmokeandfaceddownasthegunwentoff.

MrSibiya-who......aa...areyou?

Mbuso-(kickedhim ontheballs)theboogeyman.

Hecontinuedtokickhim inhisstomachuntilhefinallysawhim losingallhisstrength.

Ndabuko-wherearetheothers?

Mbuso-outside,hismenjustkeeponcoming.

Ndabuko-toldyouitwasgoingtobealongnight.Let'smovehim beforesomeonefindsushere.

Mbusodraggedhim andNdabukowalkedinfrontwithhisgunreadytoshoot.Itwasveryhardto
seeclearlyoutsidebecauseofthesmokecausedbytheexplosion,justastheywereaboutto
finallyfindlight,theyhadgunspointedatthem butoneofthemenrecognizedNdabukoand
Mbusoremovedhismask.

Man-loweryourgunsit'sthebossandgeneral.

Ndabuko-getmeacar;Ineedtoescortmyfatherout.

Man-(shouted)CAR....bringthecararound,generalwhat'sgoingon?Wedon'tknowhowlong
wecanholdthem,theyhavesnipersanddrowns.

Ndabuko-Ineedtogetmyfathertosafetywithoutthem noticing,holdthem aslongasyoucan,
aslongastheythinkhe'sstillherethebetterhischancesofescaping.They'vealreadygottento
him onceandifMbusowasn'tthere,wewouldhavelostaleader.

Man-(nods)we'ddiefortheDon,hislifeforours.

Ndabuko-(shakedhishand)I'llrememberyourface,whatyoumenaredoingforthisfamily
won'tbeforgotten,Ihopewemeetagainbrother.

Man-thefallofourbrothersbirthsnewsoldiersandthefightcontinues,ifthisisthelasttime
weseeeachothergeneralthanIwantyoutoknowthatitsbeenapleasureservingforyou.

ThemenplacedanunconsciousSibiyainsidethecarandtwoofhisloyalmenjumpedinside.
MbusoandNdabukosharedalookbutsaidnothingasdenyingthem wouldraisequestions.
Oncetheywerefurtherawayfrom thehouse,hesentamessage...



"Blowit"

ThecarridewasquietasNdabukokeptmakingeyecontactwithoneofthementhroughthe
mirror,somethingaboutthewholecarridewasoffandtoconfirm hissuspicions,hewatchedin
thecornerofhiseyeasMbuso'shandslowlyreachedforhisgunwhiletheotherstayedonthe
wheel.MbusoglancedatNdabukoforabriefsecondandclearedhisthroat,justasNdabuko
wasabouttolookattheguythroughthemirroragain,Sibiya'smenatthebackhadtheirguns
pointedatthem.

Man1-(lookedatNdabukowhowasreachforhisgun)don'teventhinkaboutit.

Ndabuko-youdon'twanttodothis.

Man2-(PointedthegunatthebackofMbuso'shead)younowgoingtodrivetwomilesandstop
thecar.

ATNELLY'SAPARTMENT....

Herphonekeptringingbutshewasfastasleepandcouldn'thearit,sheturnedandchanged
sleepingpositionandlazilyopenedhereyesandwasmetwithafigurestandingoverher.Panic
consumedherandrightthatmomentherphonerangagainandthemanreachedforitfirst,
takingtheopportunitytoescapebutthemanwasquickinhismovementandgrabbedherby
herhairsmakinghermoaninpain.

Nelly-(kickingandscreaming)letmego,letmego.

Man-Ifyoulisten,youwon'tgethurt.

Shekeptonkickingandscreaming,usingthechuckofhairhehadagripon,hepulledherup
andshekickedhim bytheballs,heletgoofherandwitheverystrengthshepushedhim down
whilehestillgroanedholdinghiscrotch.Shegrabbedherphonefrom thefloorandcarkeys
beforerunningout,sheshiverednoticingthatherfather'sguardsonthefloorwiththeirthroats
slitopen.Onceshewasintheelevator,sheopenedherphoneandnoticed,thirtymissedcalls
from herdad.Shecalledhim...

Ringing...



Nelly-(hyperventilating)(crying)dadtheresomemaninmyapartmentwhojusttriedtokidnap
me.

Don-Iknow,yoursecuritysystem washackedinto,that'swhyI'vebeencallingyou,God!!!Nelly
howmanytimeshaveIbeentellingtoletmeupdateyoursystem,nowlookatthis.

Nelly-DAD!!!!...

Don-Iknow,Iknow...I'm sorry,whereareyou.

Nelly-intheelevator,I'm goingtomycar.

Don-NObabydon't....

Theelevatordoorsopenedandthefirstthingshesawwasapoolofblood,andthesecurities
bodyneartheblood...

Man2-(Pointedthegunather)dropthephoneandgetout.

Shedroppedherphoneandheindicatedthatshestepsout,shedidandraisedherhandsasshe
keptwalkingwithhim followingbehind.Shecouldfeelherbodygiveuponherandbytheway
herheartwasbeatingandthepaininherchest.Sheknewthatshewouldn'tlastevenifsheput
upafight,shehadalreadyputtoomuchstrainonherfragileheart.Helookedatherthighsfrom
behindandthebum shortpyjamaleftlittletohisimagination.

Man2-stop.

Shefeltthehairfrom herbackstandandhisbreathfannedherneckandtearspouredout,she
coulddetesthisintentions.

Man2-don'tmove,don'tscream.

Hekeptthegunpointedonthebackofherhead,lettingherfeelitwhilehisfreehandcaressed
herbuttcheekrightbeforegroppingher,shecouldn'tholditinasasobbrokeoutofher...

Nelly-pleasedon't.....Ihavemoney,thatX6ismines,youcantakebutpleasedon't...

Man2-yousmartenoughtoknowthisisn'tarobbery.Nowpullyourshortsandpantiesdown.

Nelly-No...



Man2-younotexactlytheoneinpowerherenowdoit.

Shereluctantlypushedhershortsdownandherroundbuttcheeksweresoonindisplay,she
hearedhiszippergodownbutelevatordoorsopenedandtheotherguyshowedup...

Man1-WHATTHEFUCKAREYOUDOING?

Nellyquicklypulledhershortsup.

Man1-getyourshittogether,takehertothecar,Ineedtomakeacall.

Hedraggedhertothecarwhichwasfurtherawayfrom hispartner,hepointedathertoopenthe
doorandgetinside.Withshakingheadsshefollowedinstruction.Onceshewasinsidethedoor
closed.Suddenlyshehadglassbreakandathudontheground.Justasshewastolookout,
Mbali'sfaceappearedonthewindow.Reliefwashedoverherandopenedthedoor,shejumped
outandthegirlshugged.Nellycouldsmellalcoholfrom herandshewonderedwhatwasshe
doinghereatthistimebutwasalsohappyatherarrival.

Nelly-weneedtogettomycar.

Mbali-(smiling)Ifeellikewecharlie'sAngelesnow,twoduchbagsinonenight.

Nelly-MbaliIneedyoutoconcentrateokay....

Mbali-don'tworrygirl,wegotthis,(lookedattheglassontheground)whoknewMoetbottle
canliterallyknockoneoutliterally.Let'sgo,Bruceisbythetoilets.

Nellynoddedandbentdowntakingthegunfrom theunconsciousmanontheground.Mbali
stoodinthemiddleoftheparkingwhenshenoticedNellywasnotfollowingher.

Mbali-Girl....

Andjustlikethat,ShotswerefiredfivetimesandNellywatchedinhorrorasMbalislumpedinto
thegroundandcoughedoutblood.Shescreamedanddroppedthegunrunningandkneeled
nexttoherbody,cryinghopelesslywhiletryingtostopthebleeding,severalshotsfollowedright
afterthat.



Nelly-No,no...

Mbali-(smiledlightly)everydoghasit'sdayright?

Nelly-don'ttalklikethat,you'llchokeontheblood.

Mbali-atleastI'llgettosayIsawtheinfamousicequeeneatherownsnot.

Brucekneelednexttoherandheldherhandtightwithtearsinhiseyesbutheheldbackand
wantedtobestrongforher.Hesawinhereyesthatshewasdyingandsheknewittoo.

Bruce-Iloveyou.

Mbali-(smiled)seeyouinthenextlifemyingwe!!!

Hetightlyheldherhandasshepainfullycoughedoutbloodandchokedpainfully,itwasa
disturbingsighttoseeespeciallysinceshewasfightingit.

Bruce-(brushedherforeheadandkissedit)(sobbed)don'tfightit.

Nelly-(shakingherhead)No....

Theybothwatchedashersmilefailtoreachhereyesandshetakesherlastbreath,boththeir
sobfilledtheparkingspaceastheycriedpainfully.
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Mbuso-sowestilldon'tknowwhereheis?It'sbeenaweek.(LookedatSbani)whatareyour
peoplesaying?



Sbani-weworkingonit.

Siya-mygreatestfeariscomingtolife,deepdownIknewwecouldn'treallydefeatmyfather,
he'sbeeninthegametoolong.

Bless-whatnow?Wegoonwithourliveswhilelookingoverourshoulders?.....Imeanhowis
Ndabukoevengoingtotaketherainsifhisfatherisstillalivesomewhereandwellawareofour
plans.

Mbuso-welltheresureisonepersonwho'sgainingfrom allthisandit'syourfather(pointsat
Sandile)therateatwhichhisgoing,hischancesofhispartynominatinghim forpresidentare
veryhigh.

Sandile-whatyoutryingtosay?Thathe'sbehindallthis?

Sbani-it'snothim,hewouldn'thaveputhisowndaughterslifeatrisk.

Ndabuko-he'sright......(lookedatthetime)don'tyouguyshaveafuneraltoattend?

Bless-(sighed)Yeahandhonestlyguysafterallwe'vebeenthroughIreallywanttoforgetabout
guns,fightsanddirtypoliticians.WelostafriendthroughallthismessandIwanttolayherto
restandjustenjoybeingadad.

Ndabuko-Ithinkyoualsohavesomecatchinguptodowithyourdaughterandsons,forget
aboutou....yourfatherfornow.We'llfindhim.

Sbani-(pathisback)gobewithyourchildrenman.

TheguysleftandonlySbaniandNdabukostayed...

Ndabuko-ain'tyougoingtothefuneral?

Sbani-cutthecap,Iknowitwasyou.

Sbaniangrilypunchedhim,Ndabukospatthebloodoutandtouchedhisjaw.Sbanistepped
backandfixedhistux.

Sbani-youletyourgoonstouchmywife,mywife?I'm goingtokillyou,itmaynotbetodaybutI
will.

Ndabuko-theyweren'ttheretotouchher,theywerejustgoingtotransportherandthekidstoa
safeplacejustuntilthisthingdiesover.Itwasourplan,sheknewaboutit.Iguessitmusthave
slippedhermindinthemistofeverythingbutmeandherhadadeal.Themotherfuckersmust
havelettheirballstakeoverandtheyfuckedeverythingup.Andthatgirlwasn'tmeanttoshow
up,justaplangonewrong.

Sbani-whywouldshetrustyoutoprotectheroverme?Herfuckingstepfatherrunsarobotics



company,hedesignsthebestsecuritysystems.Whytakeyourdeal?

Ndabuko-Idon'tknow.....Iguessyougoingtohavetoaskherthat.

Sbani-andyouhowlongyouthinkyouhavebeforehefiguresoutthattheguysinthecarshot
youbothinyourarmswhichindicatestheyactuallydidn'twantyouguysdead.He'llfigureout
youhaveyourfatherinyourpossession.

Ndabuko-hewon't,hiskidspresencewilldistracthim.

Sbani-themanwantsrevenge,hewatchedhiswifegetgangrapedandshotinthehead.Not
evenhiskidswillstophim from avenginghiswife.

Ndabuko-he'llhavehistimebutrightnow,Ineedmytimetoo.

Sbanishookhisheadandwalkedout....

INSIDETHECHURCH....

Pastor-Throughoutourliveswemakemanynewfriendsandtherearesomewhobecomepart
offamily,unfortunatelyalsocomesatimewhenwemustsaygoodbyetothem becausethey
havedepartedthislife.Thedeathofafriendleavesuswithatasteofsorrow,butthatfeelingis
evenworseandmoredifficulttogetoverfortheirfamilies.

ThepastortookhisseatwhileNellyandthegirlstooktothestage....

Nelly-ToMbali'sfamily,maywhatsintheheartsandthoughtsofeveryonepresenttodayhelp
youandyoursthroughthistimeofsorrow.Althoughnowordscanreallyhelptoeasetheloss
youbear,justknowthatyouareverycloseineverythoughtandprayer.(Shetookadeepbreath
andshuthereyestryingsohardtokeepittogetherbutthetuginherheartwastoomuch,the
imageofMbali'slastmomentswasforeverprintedinhermind,aloudsobescapedhermouth,
thegirlscloselymovedtoherandformedashieldaroundherwithtearspouringouttheireyes
asshebithardonherlipspreventingherselffrom ballinghertearsout,shesniffedandfaced
theroofwithhereyesshut)....Iknowthesorrowisnotthatofapermanentlossbutjustthe
sadnessthatcomesinsayinggoodbyefornowtosomeonethatwelove....thefatherofmy
childrentoldmethatthesorrowIfeeltodaypaveswaytopeaceandcomfortfortomorrow....
(thecongregationnodded)Iwanttobelievehiswordsbutmyheartwon'tallowme,kubuhlungu
bazalwane,it'shurtsandIcan'tunderstandwhyher?WhyuMbali?.IknowIshouldn'tquestion
hiswaysbutdoesithavetobesobrutal?sosuddenandsotragic.Kubuhlungubazalwane,it's
hurtstoevennitpickthelittlethings,thequietmoments,thehighmoments,thesmilesand
laughterIsharedwithherbecausetherealizationofitallbeingmemories,memoriesthat
shouldhelppushthepainawayandbringbacklaughter.....(shakesherheadsilently
crying)....nottoday,nottomorrowbutmaybesomedaybecause(lookingatMbali'sparents)I



loved...noIloveyourdaughter,shemeantsomuch,somuchandIcan'tacceptthatshe,her
spiritwillwalkbesidemeeveryday,Unseen,unheard,butalwaysnear,whileinthisverymoment
Istillloveher,stillmissher,IhearhervoiceinsidemyheadwhileIlongforonemoreday,one
moreword,onelasttouch(hercriesbrokeintoloudonesandthegirlswhilemufflingtheirown
criesheldeachothertightlyasrealisationsinksinthatMbaliisgone)...it'stoosoon,Iwasn't
readytosaygoodbye,Mbali'slifewastoobeautifultoforget,toobeautifulforittojustbea
distancememory.....Ican't.....kubuhlungu,it'shurts....

Thecongregationstoodupandstartedsingingwhile,SbaniandShakahelpedthegirlsoffthe
stageandnoddedrespectivelytoMbali'sparents..

Pastor-hmmmm (looksatNelly)Whatwehaveonceenjoyedwecanneverlose.Allthatwelove
deeplybecomesapartofus....youngladyIhopeyoufindcomfortinthesewordsbyHelen
Keller......IbelievewehaveonelastspeakerbeforeweconcludethisserviceandlayMbalenhle
toherfinalplaceofrest.

ThepastortookhisseatagainandBrucetookadeepbreathbeforewalkinguptothestage.He
fixedtheMicandforalmosttwentyseconds,hejustsilentlystoodthere,watchingherlifeless
insidehercoffinindisbelief.

Bruce-(rubbedhiseyesandsniffed)I'veneverseenhersoquiet...

Justthatstatementandthecrookinhisvoicehadalmosteveryoneintears.

Bruce-(turnedawayfrom herlifelessbodyinsidethecoffinandstaredatthebigportraitofher)
mynameisBruceAdeyemi,Mbaliwasmyfriend,myconfidence,myspiritpersonasNelly
wouldalwaysrefertoherandIneverunderstoodwhataspiritpersonwasuntilIsawherlifeslip
throughmyfingersandIfoundmyselfsurroundedbythisdarkcloudandthanitallmade
sense.....(grabbedthepodium harderastearspouredouthiseyes)...Ihadnojoyagain,nolight
andnoonetoliftmyspiritlikeMbalenhlealwaysdid.Italwaysseemslikewehaveallthetime
intheworld,onlytorealizehowfleetingitreallyis.Iwishwehadmoretimetodoandsaythe
thingswesavedforlaterwhichalongwithyouisgoneforever.Ipromisetokeepyoualiveinmy
memories.IfthereisanyplacebetweenheavenandearthwhereIcanmeetyou,doleadmeto
thatplaceorsometimescomeinmydreamstoshowmethepathoflifemybeautiful"ayaba".

Bruceclutchedonhissuitjacketandmadehiswayofthestage.Mbali'sfatherwalkeduptohim,
hesaidafewwordswhilepattinghisbackandledhim tositinthefrontrownexttothem.Her
mothersmiledsadlytohim andbowedherheadingriefagain.



Pastor-asweconcludethisservice,I'dliketoshareafewwordsofcomfortandencouragement
byIrishBlessing-tofriendsandfamilyofMbalenhle,mayyouseeGod'slightonthepathahead
whentheroadyouwalkisdark.Mayyoualwayshear,eveninyourhourofsorrow,thegentle
singingofthelark.Whentimesarehardmayhardnessneverturnyourhearttostone,mayyou
alwaysrememberwhentheshadowsfallyoudonotwalkalone.

1hourlater.....

Theyardwasnowclearingout,ithasbeenalongdayandifitwasn'tclearthatMbaliwasgone,
itwasnowastheyallgatheredinagroupandshewastheonlyonemissing....

Shaka-(sighs)Ithinkmaybeweshouldalsoheadout.

Sbani-(lookedatNellyandsqueezedherhand)Yeah,I'm sureyouwanttoshowerandrest,we
stillhavethedoctorsappointmenttomorrow.

Ntombi-Istillcan'tbelieveshe'sgone,Imean....noneofthismakessense.

Mthoko-deathdoesn'tmakesensebabebutwejusthavetoacceptit.

Thandeka-yeahbutImean(lookingatNelly)whywerepeopleafteryouinthefirstplace?

Sane-I'vebeenaskingmyselfthesamething,there'ssomethingyounottellingus.

Sizwe-Idon'tthinkthisistherightplacetotalkaboutthisSane.

Sbani-(stoodupandreachedforNelly'shand)weleaving,(lookedatBruce)I'llcallyou.

Theyallwatchedthem leave....

Mthoko-wewillbeleavingtoo.

Ntombi-yeah;thesitterstimeisalmostup,Zahyoustillneedustodriveyouhome?

Zandile-(stoodup)yes,mindifwepassbytheWoolworths,Ineedafewitemsfrom there.

MthokowalkedtowardsthecarwhileNtombiandZandilegrabbedtheirbagsandbidfarewell
beforeandfollowedbehindhim.

Sizwe-(lookedatSane)Ican'tbelieveyoujustinsinuatedthatMbali'sdeathisNelly'sfault,
honestlyIdon'tknowwhatyoutryingtodobutbabeweallhavemovedonfrom thisbeefand



youneedtodothesame.

Sane-thisisn'taboutthat....butyouhavetoadmitthatyoutooarejustassuspicious.

Sizwe-I'm notsayingIdon'thavequestionsbutIknowthatNellywouldneverputsomeoneshe
caresaboutindanger.Ibelieveherstory,Idon'tneedtoknowwhatthegunmenwantedfrom
herbecauseherwordisenoughforme.

Sane-oh....

Sizwe-(stoodupannoyed)nowyouhavetakenustenstepsback,nowwehavetostayaway
from everyonebecausewebacktobeingtheenemyandthebitterbunch.You'llfindmeinthe
car.

Thandeka-I'm goingtogo,(lookedatSane)howlongyouintownfor?

Sane-I'llbehereforawhile,wecanhavelunchmaybetomorroworthedayafter?

Thandeka-(nods)okay...(placedherhandonBruce'sshoulder)takecare.

Bruce-thankyou.

Fortheremainingbunch,thewholemoodwasjustsoursoeveryonesaidgoodbyetoeachother
andretreatedtotheircars....

Thenextday....

OUTSIDEUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Sbaniopenedthepassengerdoorforherandshegotin,shewatchedhim walkallthewayto
theothersideandgetin.Theysatinsilentinforafewminutesbeforeturningtoeachother.He
reachedforthepalm ofherhandandbrusheditwithhisthumb.

Sbani-wegoingtogetyouaheart.

Nelly-(smileslightly)youknowhowlongthelistis....

Sbani-yesbutatleastwegottimeandyouonthatlist,myfamilyandyourfamilycontributeway
toomuchtaxinthiscountry,wecanprioritizeyourcase.

Nelly-webothknowthat'snothowitworks.

Sbani-wellwe'llmakeitworkthatway.1.4millionissmallchangeifitmeansyougettodothe
operationandbethereforourkids.....andus.



Hesaidthelastpartinwhisperandshealmostdidn'thearhim butrepositionedherselfsothat
herwholebodywasfacinghim andnotjustherface...

Nelly-youknowwhatIwant?.....Iwantmyfamilyback.

Sbani-(hisheartskippedabeat)whatyoumean?Areyousaying....?

Nelly-(nodded)Mbali'sdeathopenedmyeyestohowshortlifeistonottellthepeopleyoucare
aboutthatyoulovethem.MylifemaybeevenshorterandIdon'twanttorobmyselfofthe
thingsIwant.....Iwanttobethebestmom,IwanttotravelandIwantafamily.Iwantallthose
thingswithyouandIwanttogiveyoumorekids,Idon'tknowhowthatwillworksincemyheart
isgettingweakerbutifitmeansIgothroughextensivedietsandgiveupmydailyactivitiesjust
tobeabletoproduceyouroffspringsagainthanIwill.

Hecuppedherfaceandpassionatelykissedher,thekisscommunicatedalotwhichdidn'tneed
tobeverballysaid...

Sbani-I'm goingtogiveyouallthatandsomuchmore.

Nelly-(teary)Iknow.....(reachedinthesmallcompartmentofherpurseandpulledouther
engagementringandhandedittohim)...askmeagainandjusttoletyouknow,Idon'twanta
longengagementthistime,ifwedothisthanwegettingmarriednextmonth.

Sbani-(smiled)IcanmarryyouevennowifIhadmyway.

Theybothchuckled,hegrabbedherlefthandandslippedtheringbackin....

Sbani-Iam you.

Nelly-andIam you....

"Andweareone",theybothsaidatthesametime.Shemuffledhertearsinwhenshethoughtof
Mbali,howshelongedjustpickingupthephoneandcallingher.

Sbani-it'sgoingtobeokayyouknow.

Nelly-Iknow.....Ijustwishthingsweredifferent.

Sbani-Iknowbaby,Iknow...

ATNTOMBIANDMTHOKO'SHOUSE....



Hethrowshimselfnexttoheronthecouchandnoticesacardnexttoher...

Mthoko-isthat....

Ntombi-yesourtraditionalweddinginvitationcard.

Mthoko-(grabsthecardandstartslookingatit)thesethingswastemoney,it'svery
uneconomical,wecouldhavejustdoneourinvitationthroughFacebook.

Ntombi-(laughsandrollshereyes)sincewhenareyouacheapskate?

Mthoko-(shrugs)youcan'tdenythatitwouldhavereallysavedusalotofmoney,anywayshave
youhandedthem toeveryone?

Ntombi-yeahafewofmyfamilyandfriendsandI'vemailedittothem andI'veleftsomeforyou
tohandtoyourpeopleandfamily,it'sjustthegroupthatIhaven'tgiventhem any,youknowwith
thewholeMbalithing.

Mthoko-yeahit'ssadbutbabewehavetomoveonwithourlivesandIthinkeveryoneneeds
somegoodnews.

Ntombi-soyouthinkIshouldmailittothem?

Mthoko-yeah.....(grinning)soyouarefinallygoingtobeMrsKhoza.

Ntombi-(smiled)yes.....nomoreZulu.

Mthoko-allminenow

Hegotontopofherandstartedkissingherlightly....

Mthoko-it'sbeenaminuteMrsKhoza...

Shesmiledthroughthekissandsettledcomfortablyonthecouchwithherlegswrappedaround
him..

Ntombi-lethuissleepingandNomaisatballetclasses.

Mthoko-Ilikethewayyouthink.

Ntombi-I'm overcompensatingonmywifeduties,afterallyoutestdriveacarbeforedeciding
onbuyingit.



Heroaredlikealionandsuckedonthesideofherneck,earningawildgigglefrom her...

Nelly-(closedhereyes)getaroom.

Theystopped,Mthokogaveherapeckandalookwhichsheunderstoodverywell,(I'm notdone
withyou).MthokogotonhisfeetandfixedhimselfwhileNtombibuttonedupafewofhershirt
buttons.

Mthoko-hellosis,can'tsayI'm happytoseeyou.

Nelly-hmm andIwonderwhy.....FYIifyouintendtofuckonthecouchatleasthaveyourdoors
locked.

Ntombi-whydidIgiveyouaccesscodestoourhomeagain?

Nelly-becauseI'm nolongerjustthebitchwhostoleyourhusbandbutIhappentobealsosome
oneyou'vegrowntoreally,reallylike.

Ntombi-(chuckles)that'sabitaxegarratedbutyouluckybecauseIloveyourbrother.

Mthoko-(smiled)it'sgreattoseeyousmiling,Itakeitthedoctorsappointmentwentwell.

Nelly-let'sleavethedepressingthingsaside.....(lookedatNtombiwithasmile)Isawthe
invitation.

Ntombi-wherebecausewehaven'thandeditouttoanyonefrom yoursideofthefamily.

Nelly-yoursisterposteditonherwhatsappandZenandeshowedittome,whydidn'tyousay
anything?

Ntombi-Iwaskindgoingtotelleveryoneoninthatlunchandmaybehandyouguysthe
invitationstodaybutthan....itjustdidn'tfeelrightanymore.

Nelly-likeIsaid,let'sleavethedepressingstuffaside.It'syourbigdayandyouhaveeveryright
toenjoyit.

Ntombi-(excited)greatbecauseIwashopingweallgodressshoppingonSaturday,besidesmy
bridesmaidsgottolookthepart.

Nelly-areyou?

Ntombi-(nods)Yeah,Zandileismymaidofhonorandtwoofmyvarsityfriendswillbeflyingin
onThursday.You'reessentialpartofmylife,youmysisterinlaw,mydaughter'sstepmom and
mostlymyfriend.

Nelly-(smiledwithtears)wellsinceweonthepartofaskingwhichbringsmetowhyIam here....

Sheshowedthem theringonherfinger...



Ntombi-Itakeityoutwoworkedwhateveritisthatwastroublingyou.

Nelly-yeahandwedon'twantalongengagement,wethinkingmaybenextmonth.

Mthoko-mydearwifeyouoweme100bucksandyoumysister,youcannothaveawedding
nextmonth,ourwhiteweddingisnextmonthanditstillaboutus,youandyourgrumpyfiance
needtorelaxandlettheKhoza'sdotheirthingfirstthanwecanmakeroom foryourZuludrama.

Ntombi-plusyouguysstillneedtogothroughallthetraditionalstuffandtrustmetheZulu's
takethosethingsseriously.

Nelly-(rolledhereyes)okaymaybeIwasjumpingthegunalittlebit.

Ntombi-oryouwerejusthopingtouseweddingplanningasanexcusetonotdealwithyour
issues.

Nelly-aveungibhorawhenyouturnintopsychologistNtombi.

Ntombi-(shrugs)youknowI'm rightandmaybeyoushouldbemypatient.Supportblack
businesses,youknowmypracticeisnew.

Nelly-Iam supporting,haveyouforgottenwhoyourinvestoris?

Mthoko-youguysarenotmarriedyet,technicallyhismoneyisstillhisalone.

Nelly-shouldyoureallybevoicingthatoutloud?Youknowtheinvestorisherexhusband.

Mthoko-Idon'tgiveafuck,heowesherthatmuchifnotmore.....whatdotheycallitbabe?

Ntombi-emotionaldistressbaby.

Mthoko-(theyhighfived)exactlybabyandFYIbabysis,youtheemotionaldistressincaseyou
didn'tknow.

MaSiwela-youreallyaremypeople,Ifeltthosedigs.

TheyallturnedandwatchedasMaSiweladroppedaboxwithmagazinesandalargebluefile.

MaSiwela-theplannergavemethese,youshouldhavealookandseewhatyoulike.

Ntombi-(smiled)Ngiyabongama.....pleasehaveaseat,I'llgomakeussomerefreshments.

ATKINGSPARKSTADIUM..

SbanigotoutthecarandNomusadraggedherfeetfollowingbehind.



Sbani-ngamla!!

Security-shoboss,yokintozoyificaphakathi(youwillfindeverythinginside).

Henoddedandhandedthesecurity200note,theywalkedsilentlythroughthepassageuntil
theywereinthefield.Itwasmilitarybootcampanditdidn'thelpthatSledgewaswaitingbythe
firstcorsewithherarmsfoldedandhermusclesstickingoutlikeBatista.

Sbani-yougotwhooptions,infactitonlyoneoptionbecausetheotheroneissimplyyou
acceptingyourfate.Youcandoallthesestuntstothebestofyourabilityandpossiblyletgoof
theangerandguiltinsideyouoryoucanwalkbacktothecarandItakeyoubackhomeandyou
lockyourselfinyourroom likeyouhaveforthepastweek.

Hispresencehasalwaysintimidatedher,shealwaysfoundherselfdumbfoldedandunableto
speak.

Sbani-I'lltakeyoursilenceasa"yesIwanttobehere".

Hethrewherabottleofwater

Sbani-drinkup,wewillstartwithawarm upbycirclingthefieldinaslowjog.

Theybothfinishedtheirwaterandsidebysidetheycircledthestadium.

Sbani-Iknowyoudon'twanttohearthisbecauseitprobablywhateveryonehasbeentellingyou
butitreallywasn'tyourfault.

Nomusa-stilldoesn'tchangethefactthatIkilledsomeone,howdoyoumovepastthat?

Sbani-youdon't,noonemovespastkillingsomeone,whetherthatpersondeserveditornot.
Takesoldiersforinstance,everwonderedwhymajorityofthem sufferfrom axientyand
depressiononcetheyfinishtheirterm?Theydon'tforgetthethingsthey'veseenordoneatwar.

Nomusa-Icanseeatherapistright?ImeanIcantakesomepillsandworkmywayto
civilisation,scientistifcallyit'sprovento...

Sbani-don'tgivemethesciencebullshit,theonlyscienceIbelieveinistheonethatoccurs
naturally,notonethatmanmadetobettersuitsomefatwhitemansagendabutthatastoryfor
anotherday.Youdon'twanttogothepillroute.



Nomusa-why?

Sbani-there'sareasonwhyyoucreatedwithamind,andanimmunesystems,theyworkparallel
toeachother.Whatyourimmunesystem cannotfightandcure,yourmindandsubconscious
can.

Nomusa-Icanthinkofadozenreasonwhythattheoryisnotcorrect.

Sbani-(chuckled)yeahwellIsuggestyoudon'tfornowmissHarmineyGredger,greatwizardof
Hogwarts.

Nomusa-(smiled)IrecentlyjustdiscoveredHarrypotterandifImustsaysomyself,she'sone
ofthesmartestwomenIknow.

Sbani-(smiled)Iknowsomeonewhowouldagreewithyouonthatandit'smy4yearold
daughternowbacktothesubjectathand,pillsmessupyourimmunesystem andtheyaffect
yourthinking.

Nomusa-buttheyareeffective,thatprovenandyoucannotarguewiththat.

Sbani-yeahmaybeIcan'tbuteverwonderedwhatexactlyisusedtotestthesepills,Ican't
imagineitbeingmachinesorlabratsbecausethatexactlywhattheywantyoutothink.Only
thinkislabratsdon'tgetdepressedjustbecausethey'vegonemonthswithoutcheeseorget
anxietyattacksjustbecausethebigcatfrom MrsBakershousewantstoeatthem fordinner.

Nomusa-(laughs)ifIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsayyou'reschooldropout,youhavehorribletheories
MrZulu.

Sbani-butyouknowbetterandjustbecausemytheoriesdonothavenumbersorextensive
formulasdoesn'tmeantheyarecrap.

Nomusa-wellit'sbeenformallyproventhateverytheorythatiseffectivecanbemeasured.

Sbani-wellthisoneisfrom thestreetsandweknowthestreetshavetheirowncodewhichno
greatscientistcanunderstand.

Nomusa-copscan.

Sbani-whichcops?YoumeanconstableMthembufrom doobsonvillepolicestationwho'sbelly
isasbigasthekotasoldrightnexttohisworkplace?Yeahright.

Shestopjoggingandburstoutlaughing,hestoppedafewfeetawayfrom herandlookedather
asshelaughed,herwholefaceevaporatedwithglowwhenshelaughed,itwascuteandhe
smiledwhenithithim thatprobablythiswasthetruestlaughshe'shadinweeks...

Nomusa-okaymaybenotSouthAfricancops....IwaskindofleaningtowardsChicagoPDkinda
vibes.

Sbani-shouldhavebeenclearthefirsttimeMiss....mypointisbeforeyouswiftlydirectedthis
conversationtoyouradvantagewhichyou'vebeendoingtoomuchsincewestartedtalking.



Nomusa-what?Don'tlikeitwhenyoudon'thaveityourway?

Sbani-sonowyouthinkyouslick?IwaswonderingwhenI'dgettomeetMissloosetongue...
(sighed)youdiditagain.

Shelaughed.....

Nomusa-okay,okay......YoumaymakeyourpointMrZuluwithoutmyinterference.

Sbani-Gladly....nowwhatIwassaying,theytestthesepillsonhumansinordertoknowthat
theyeffective.

Nomusa-let'stakemycaseforexample,wheredotheyfindadepressedhumanbeing?Yousay
allthishappensbeforethepillsarebroughtintothemarketright?Whichmeanstheycan'tjust
takeanexistingpatience.

Sbani-depressioniscausedbycircumstancewhichisoccurredoroccurring.Soit'ssimple,they
createit.

Nomusa-youmeantheydrivethepersontodepression?

Sbani-(nods)intheircaseisnotmuchofahardjobwhenthatpersonisaninmateora
homelessbeggar.Theperfectcandidatebecausenoonewillcomelookingforthem.

Nomusa-Ithinkthat'stoofarfetched.

Sbani-notifyoureallythinkaboutit,ofcourseitcouldbejustmyimaginationbutIwouldn'tput
passthegovernmentandImeanwhitepeople,afterallHIVisavirusthatwasdeveloped.

Nomusa-that'sanunprovenfact.

Sbani-sciencetellsusthatyoucan'tcreateaviruswithoutcreatinganantidotefirst.Noware
yougoingtoquestionyourownscienceMiss?

Nomusa-yeahbutHIV.....

Sbani-(shakeshishead)Nope,storyforanotherday....mypointisfrom allthisis,thesepillsare
onlyeffectiverightupuntiltheynotandyoustartwantingahighdosageandnextyoudead.

Nomusa-oh...

Sbani-exactlyandMissThusi,gladtoknowwebacktofamiliarterritorynowthatyourtongue
tiedupagain,mygreatestskillisleavingwomenspeechlesswellexceptforone.

Hemutteredthelastpartandindicatedthattheycontinuetheirjog.

Remembertolikeandcommentalways....

SEASONTWO



Insert77

Twoweekslater...

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE.....

Nellyplacedthekidsintheirfeedingchairs,andplacedeachoftheircolourfuldishesnextto
them.

Alicia-Mama,canIeatmybreakfastwhilewatchingT.v.?

Nelly-okaybabybutmakesurenottospillanyfoodonthecarpetbecausethatwhatcauses
insectsandcockroaches.

Alicia-(smiled)okay.

Shegrabbedherfoodandranout,whileNsikalookedatherwithenvyandnotsomuch
enthusiasm tothefoodinfrontofhim....

MaSiwela-younotevengoingtoaskifI'm okaywithhereatinginmylounge.YoudoknowIjust
recentlyrenovatedthespace.

Nelly-(sighs)Ididn'tthinkyou'dhaveaproblem,it'sjusteggs,toastandsausageMama,your
newcoucheswillbefine.

MaSiwela-thisiswhyIdidn'twantyoulivinghere,withyouitalsofivedifferentpeople.

Nelly-technicallyI'm notevenlivinginsideyourhousebutthecottageoutside.

MaSiwela-whereareyourightnow?

Nelly-youknowthekitchenissmallinthereandIjustwantedustohangout.

MaSiwela-(shakingherhead)NoNellythisisnotgoingtowork.

Nelly-jeezzz!!!Sowhat?Youkickingmeout?

MaSiwela-Ijustdidn'tsignupforthisarrangement,youhavemoney,lookforahouse.

Nelly-SbaniandIwillbemarriedifnotinacoupleofmonthsthanmostprobablyearlyJanuary
nextyear.Ican'tbuyahousenowwhenwewillbebuyingonetogetherinacoupleofmonths.
Plususmovingherewasalreadystressfulandnowyouwantmetomoveagain?Thekidsneed
astableplacejustforafewmonths.



MaSiwela-whydidn'tyoualljustmovebackinhishouse?Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyyouallhad
tomovewithme.Thewholepointofkidsgrowingupissothattheycanmoveoutandhave
theirownkidsintheirownspace.Nowyoubackandyouhaveawholearmywithyou,Icome
hereformysanctuary,nowit'stoyseverywhereandmykitchenisamessbecauseyourboyhas
anobsessionofopeningallthecupboardsdoors.MyChinaisnotsafeanymore.

Nelly-(sighs)I'llpayfortheone'shebroke.

MaSiwela-it'snotaboutmoneyandyouknowit,justrespectpeoplesspaces.

Nelly-wellsorry,Ididn'tknowIwasn'tallowedinmyownhome.We'llmoveout,IthinkIcanfind
arentalthatwon'tcripplemybudget.

MaSiwela-Stay,youknowyouwelcomebutjustputsomeboundarieswhereyourkidsare
concerned......andtellthatmanhecancomeandhavebreakfast,Iknowhe'shere.I'm taking
ThabotoLindiwe,pleasecleanmyhouse.

Nelly-isZenandeokaywiththat?

MaSiwela-it'snotherdecisiontomake,ifshedoesn'twanttotalktohermotheritdoesn'tmean
Thabodoesn'ttoo,untilhetellsmehimself,Iwillcontinuewiththesevisits.

Nelly-(nods)wellyoumightwanttosaygoodbyetoAlicia,Mbusoistakingherbacktoday.

MaSiwela-Iguesseverythingisokaynow?

Nelly-Yeah(smiled)I'm actuallygoingtomissher.

MaSiwela-(laughs)wellNsikawill,he'ssofondofherandshe'sawellbehavedlittlegirl,that
whatI'llmissthemost.

Nelly-(rolledhereyes)okayIgetitMa,mykidsarerascals,youdon'thavetoremindmeevery
second.

MaSiwela-IcanandIwilluntilyoumoveout,youwillbreaththroughthewoundwhilestaying
here,that'swayyoufastentheprocessofyoumovingout.

"CLEANMYHOUSE",MaSiwelashoutedwalkingout.Shegrabbedthedirtydishesandplaced
them insidethesink.Nkanyeziwasdoneeatingherfoodanditalwaysamazedherhowlittle
messshemakeswhenevereatingandshewasn'tevenoneyet.

Nelly-(lookingatherbabygirl)(smoothlywipedhermouth)youaretrulymommy'sstar.

Nkanyezilookedlikeshecouldbedoingsomethingelseratherthanlisteningtohermotherbaby
talkher.Justasshewastogiveup,Nkanyezieyesglowedandbeamedwithsomuchlight,she
startedtofidgetinherseatandwhenNellylookedbehindher,Sbaniwasstandingtheremaking
funnyfacesather.Heruffledhisson'shairandgrabbedNkanyezioutherseat.



Sbani-(smiled)babygirl,Ihavealltheteaforyoutoday.

Heraisedthenewspaperinhishandsandshesmiledwide.Itwasfascinatingtowatchher.

Nelly-she'ssoresponsivetowardsyou,I'm jealous.

Sbani-(chuckled)youjusthavetotalktoher,shelikewatchingustalk,haven'tyouwondered
whyshelikesthetvsomuch.She'sfascinatedbypeopletalkingandIthiswillhelpwithher
speechdevelopment.

Nelly-Italktoherbutshe'salwaysdisinterested,likesheratherbedoingsomethingelse.

Sbani-that'sbecauseyouusebabytalkwithher.

Nelly-butsheisababy.

Sbani-(sighs)thesooneryoumakepeacethatNkanyeziisdifferentthebetteryourrelationship
withherwillbe.Youtryingtobuildthiskidworldforherisn'tworking,ourdaughterisdealing
withalotofthingsatonceandwecan'tunderstandit,imaginewhatitislikeforher?She'sa
babyandsheshouldenjoyinggrowingandreachinghermilestonesbuthermindisrunningat
onehundredthousandmilespersecond,canyouevenimaginewhatsthatlike,whileshecan't
evenespressherselfandtherearechancesthatshe'salsoOCD,ImeanIthinksheisbecause
shecringeseverytimesomeonetouchesherorkissesher.

Nelly-(sad)I'venoticedtoo,Ijustwanttomakeeverythingbetterforher.

Sbani-Iknowbabybutwejusthavetoletherleadus.Imeanwenowknowshelikesitwhen
onereadsforherortalkstoher.Andweknowshedislikesphysicalcontact,thisoneis
importantbecausewenowhavetolimitanyphysicalinteractionsgoingforward.

Nelly-(nods)you,meandmam'Saraharetheonlyonesallowedtotouchherfrom nowon.I
meaneveryoneelsecantalktoherbutwehavetoletthem knowtheycan'tholdherorkissher.
OhGodnoweveryone'sgoingtothinkshe'swierd.

Sbani-fuckwhateveryonethinks,Starr'swellbeingcomesfirst.

Nelly-yeah...(chuckles)youneedtowatchwhatyousaynow,youdon'twant"fuck"beingthe
firstwordshelearns.

Sbani-(laughs)Yeah,yeah.....Youwon'tbelievewhatyourmotherdidjustbeforeshedriveout.

Nelly-(giggles)shetoldmetotellyoutogetyourasshereandhavebreakfast.

Sbani-shebangedthebedroom windowandscreamedabouthowIbetterkeepmyballsblueifI
intendonvisitingregularly,talkedaboutshedoesn'twantnolovechildmadeinhercottage,
(laughs)Isweareverytimeyourmom speaks,Ilikehermoreandmore.

Nelly-Icringehardereverytime,anywaysweneedtostartlookingforahouse,MaSiwelamade
itclearthatshe'snotreallyhappywithourstayhereanddon'ttellmeyoutoldmesoandhowI
shouldmovebackinwithyou.



Sbani-(shrugs)fineIwon'ttellyoubutitreallyisthebestoptions,thehouseisspaciousandit's
home.Babywealreadydonethevatandsat,Idon'tthinkdoingtherightthingmonthsbeforewe
marrywillmakeadifferencetoJesus.

Nelly-(rollseyes)I'm staying.....pleaseeatyourbreakfastsoIcancleanandwecanallgochill
insidethecottage,Idon'twanttohavetodealwithMaSiwela'swrathagain.

HelaughedandstartedreadingforNkanyeziwhilesheheatedhisfood.

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE....

Bonolocarriedhersonandwalkedinsidetheloungearea,Nomusawassprawledacrossthe
couchwhileshebingedonherfavouriteDickWolfseries,ChicagoMed.SheglancedatBonolo
andtheysharedalookandshefocusedbackontheseries.

Bonolo-(sighed)I'm sorryaboutwhathappenedtoyourboyfriend.....I'veneverlostaboyfriend
todeathbefore,it'smustbereallyterrible.Youlockedyourselfinsideyourroom fordaysandI
didn'tknowwhattosaybecausewehaven'treallybeenfriendsorciviltowardseachotherbutI
wantyoutoknowthatI'm prayingforyou.....

NomusawantedtorollhereyesasshelistenedtoBonologoonaboutJesusandgrief.Itwasn't
reallyanythingnewasherphonehasbeenfloodingwithcondolencesmessagesfrom Facebook
andInstagram friends.ShewasregrettinghavingmadeherrelationshipwithThatopublic,now
everyonewasinherbusinessandshecouldn'tevenwalkaroundthemall,withoutanyone
recognizingherasThato'sgirlfriend,themayor'sdeadson.

Nomusa-(sighs)Bonoloitfine,I'm okayandI'dreallyappreciateitifwedon'treallytalkaboutit.

Bonolo-ofcourse,yeahtotally,Iunderstand.

Shegaveherafakesmileandwatchedthet.v.

Bonolo-(clearedherthroat)uhmm,everyonehasseenandheldhim,doyouwanttoholdhim?

Nomusa-youwantmetoholdyourbaby?

Bonolo-ifyouwanttooyeah.



Nomusagaveheraquizzicallook...

Nomusa-didyoubangyourheadwhilegivingbirth?Imean,youwantme,Nomusatoholdyour
baby?

Bonolo-(laughed)Yeah,weliveinoneroofandmysonwillprobablygrowupwithyouaround,
soyeah,whynot?

Nomusa-(stretchedoutherhandstoholdthebaby)okaynowI'm definitelyconvincedthatyou
bangedyourheadgivingbirth.

Bonolo-(laughed)justholdhim,I'm tryinganewleafhere.

Nomusa-hmmm

Sheheldthebabyandstaredathim,hewassohairy,that'sthefirstthingshenoticedabouthim
andjustmaybethebabymightbeSbu'safterall.

Nomusa-haveyouguysnamedhim yet?

Bonolo-I'm stillwaitingonhisfatherbutIreallylikeWaronaorKhumo.

Nomusa-(nods)Isometimesforgetthatyou'retswana,hereIwasthinkinghe'llprobablyhavea
deepZuluname.

Bonolo-(laughs)wellsomepartofhim isZulusohewillbegettingaZulunamebuthisfirst
nameshoulddefinitelybeatswananame.

Blesswalkedinonthetwoladieslaughingandhesmiledlookingatthem skeptical...

Bless-thetwoofyouinoneroom,laughingtogether.ShouldIbeworried?

Bonolo-(rollshereyes)womencanco-existyouknow.I'llleaveyoutwo,Ineedtoshower.

HewaiteduntilshedisappearedoutofsightandsatnexttoNomusa

Bless-youtwo.....whatthefuckisgoingon?

Nomusa-(shrugs)Idon'tknowbutIdon'ttrustthatbitch,I'm justplayingalong.

Bless-(lookedathissleepingson)shelookedgenuinethough.

Nomusa-pssshhh!!!



Bless-parenthoodchangespeople.

Nomusa-she'sbeenamotherfortwominutesandabitchallherlife,IthinkI'llsticktomyfirst
impressionofher.Anywaysyoursoniscute.

Bless-(smiled)youknow,thiscouldbeourbaby.

Nomusa-don'tevenstartwiththatshit.

Bless-(laughs)I'm justsaying.

Nomusa-IstillneedtowearthatwhitecoatbeforeIeventhinkaboutpopingbigheadedbabies.

Theybothlaughed...

Bless-youlookinggood.

Nomusa-Yeah,lifemovesonright?

Bless-(nods)itdoes,youreallybraveyouknowthat?

Nomusa-Iknow.

Helookedather,likereallylookedather,somethingwasdifferentabouther...

Bless-youlookdifferent.

Shehummedhappilyandtheysharedalook...

Nomusa-(blushing)what?

Laterthatnight....

ATBEVERLYHILLSHOTEL.....

ThehostledNtombiandMthokototheroom wherethesetupfordinnerwas.

Ntombi-Iaskedforatableforkids?



Lady-ohyes,wesetitupnearthesmallfishtankoverthere.

Ntombi-ohnice,(lookedaround)thankyoueverythinglooksnice.

Noma-mommycanIgoplaybythefish?

Ntombi-yesbutdonotwonderoff,Idon'twanttogolookingaroundforyou.

Noma-(rollseyes)wherecanIgomom,thetankisjustthereduh!!

TheylaughedastheywatchedNomadramaticallywalktothefishtank.

Mthoko-it'snevergetsold.

Ntombi-I'm dreadingherteenageyears.

Mthoko-(chuckles)I'm growinggreyhairjustthinkingaboutit.

Ntombi-(sighed)everythinglooksthewayIwantedittoo,doyouthinkallwillgoasplanned,
smoothImean.

Mthoko-(nods)you'vebeenaZulusomuchthatyouthinkeveryeventwillhavedrama.Weare
theKhoza's,wehaveclass,relaxusemabhozenimanje.

Ntombi-(rolledeyes)(readthetextfrom herphone)myparentsjustarrived,letmegogetthem.

Don'sPorscheSUVpulledup,hegotoutandopenedthedoorforMaSiwelaandthanforhis
secondwifePinky.LindiweandThabosteppedoutfrom theback.

Lindiwe-aresureit'sokayformetobehere?

MaSiwela-(nods)wecan'tkeepyouprisonerinthehouseforever,youneedtogetoutandlive.
Thisisyourchanceatlifeagain.

Lindiwe-Ijustdon'twanttoupsetormakeZenandeuncomfortable.

MaSiwela-Iwon'tlie,Idon'tknowhowshewillreactbutthismoreaboutyouthanher.Youneed
this.

Justastheywereabouttogoin,Sbani'sjeeppulleduprightbehindDon'scar.Aliciawasthe
firsttojumpoutwithherpigtailsbouncingalongwithher.SJgrabbedthetwinsbagandwaited
onthesidesforhisparents.

Lindiwe-ohmyGod,isthatNelly?



MaSiwela-yes,Ididn'tthinkyou'drememberher.

Lindiwe-Icanneverforgetthatprettyface,she'sgrownandisthatherfamily?Theybeautiful.

MaSiwela-Yeah,thesmallonesarehersandtheboyisherfiances,thelittlegirlisafriendof
hersandsherecentlyjustlosthermother,soshe'sfosteringherfornow.

Lindiwe-wow.

MaSiwelawavedatthem andtheymadetheirwaytowardsthem.Astheyallmadetheirway
inside,greetingsandhugsweresharedandsomeintroductions.

MrZulu'scarandSizwe'scarpulledupthesametime.Buhlenervouslysteppedoutfrom the
frontseatandMpumislowlyjoinedheronthesideastheywatchedMrZulutalkwithsomeguy
beforehandinghim R50.

Mpumi-neverthoughtI'ddinewiththerich.

Buhle-I'm justnervousbecauseIwillbemeetingmysiblingsforthefirsttimeformally.

Mpumi-doyouthinkyourmom willbehere?

Buhle-(frowned)thatwomanisnotmymom.

Shenoddedandapologeticallybrushedhershoulder.

MrZulu-(fixinghistux)(smiling)girls,onmysidesplease.

Theybothlookedateachotherandthanhim beforetiptoeingtohissideandlockingtheirarms
tohis.JustastheywheremakingtheirwayinSanecalledforherdad.Theystoppedandfaced
herside,SizwewasnexttoSanewhileMrsZulustoodonthesidewithanervoussmile.These
twohavenotseeneachothersincethatfatefulday,MrsZululostsomeweightandherwrinkles
doubledbutshewasstillverymuchbeautifulandsowasthedressshewaswearingbutthe
stresswasevidentonherface.MrZuluontheotherhand,sheswallowedalumpwhenshe
noticedhowradianthewas,infacthelookedhappyandcontent,notasinglestresslineonhis
foreheadanddidnotatalllooklikeamanshortofawife.

Sane-wereyouplanningtojustgoinsidewithoutgreetingus.

MrZulu-whetherIgreetyouhereorinside,itmakesnodifference,weallgoingtothesame
place,eventuallywewouldhaveseeneachotherandsharedhugsandgreetings.



Sane-wellmeandSizweneedtocalloursitter(Sizwesharplyturnedhisheadtoherandshe
nudgedhim),canmom walkwithyouinside?

MrZulu-yourmotherisveryold,shedoesn'tneedaguidinghandtowalkwithher.Girlslet'sgo.

Sane-butdad...

MrZulu-Sanelisiweyouwastingmytime,Idon'thavetimeforthis,it'sNtombi'snight.

TheywatchedasMrZululedBuhleandMpumiinside.

MrsZulu-youshouldn'thavesaidanything,nowhisannoyed.

Sane-Mama,youneedtofightfordadifyoureallywanthim back,incaseyounotseeingwhat
weallseeing,Daddyismovingonandsonyourreplacementwillarrive.

MrsZulu-youdadishurting,he'llcomearoundandaskmetocomebackhome.

Sizwesadlylookedathismotherinlawandusheredthem inside.

>>>>>.....

Mthokograbbedaglassandtappeditlightlywithaspoon,gainingeveryone'sattention.

Mthoko-uhmm,IknowI'vegreetedallofyouherebuthelloagain.

Gentlelaughsechoedaroundtheroom.

Mthoko-wouldeveryoneplacetaketheirseatssowecanbeginandkeeptimesothelittleones
canmakeithomefortheirbedtime.

Justaseveryonewastakingtheirseats,thedoorsopenedandBlesswalkedin,followedbya
verybrightNomusa.Shehadonalimetightskirtwhichstoppedonherankles,alimecroptop
whichclearlywaspartoftheskirt.LimestilltoesandablondeMarilynManroebobwig.Her
makeupwasonfleekandherredlipstickpoppednicelyonherthicklips.Herassandhips
movedwithherasshemadeherwaytoherseat.Shehadeverymalesattention.



Simi-OHnoshedidn't!!!!

Remembertolikeandcommentalways.....


