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Introduction

“RunNokukhanyarun!!!,babypleasedon’tlet

anyonedeemyourlightbelieveinitanddowithit

asYouarerequiredtodo.Butfornowbabyrun

pleasemyloverun.Nokukhanya!!’Ijoltupfrombed

drippingwithsweatandtears.GodIcannever

forgetthatday,itwasaThursday,meandmyfriend

Noma-Afrikawerecomingfromschool.Wewere

doinggrade7excitedaboutthefarewellthatwas

comingupinthenexttwoweeks,wewere

discussingwhattowearandwhentogoshopping.

WewerelaughingandtalkingwhensuddenlyIsaw

somethingthatleftmerootedonthespot,myfeet

couldn’tcarrymeanylonger,theywereheavyand

thelightwasstraightintomyeyeslikeIwas

watchingsomeoldblackandwhitemoviebutin

thismoviesIsawmyfriendsmotherdigesting

Muffinsthenafewminuteslatershefellonthe



chair.Thensuddenlyherolderbrothercomesinto

thehouseandsawherlayingonthefloorheshook

herwhilecryingforhertowakeup,hiscryingand

histearsarekillingme.Witheachteardropmy

heartbleedsNoma-AfricashookmeandIsnapped

outofit.Shewipetearsthathadfellfrommyeyes

whichIdidn’tknowwerefalling,themoreshewiped

themthemoretheycame.Ihuggedherandtoldher

thatIwassorryabouthermother’sdeathandthat

shecancountonme.ShelookedatmelikeIwas

crazythenhookedherarmonmineandwewalked

home.SheleftmeatthegateandIwentin,my

motherwaslookingatmethroughthekitchen

windowandcameoutwhenshesawme.Sheknew

thatsomethingwaswrongbecauseIusuallyrun

throughthegateintothekitchenanddemandfood

frommymotherbeforeIcaneventakeoffmy

schooluniform.SowhenIdidn’tdotheusualmy

mothermetmehalfway,shesawtearsinmyeye

andengulfedmeintoahugandIcriedsomemore.

Shetookmeintothehouseandgavemewater,

afterIhadcalmdownsheaskedmewhatthe

problemwasandItoldherthatmyfriendsmother



haddied.SheaskedhowIknewthatandItoldhera

sawit.ShesaidandIrememberherwordscorrectly

whenshesaid“ohmybabywhydidithaveto

comesoearly“shesaidthatwithsadnessinher

voice.IwenttolaydownwithouteatingandwhenI

wokeupitwasalmostdinnertime,Itookoffmy

uniformandworemyclothesthenwentdownfor

dinner.Myfatherwasbackfromworkbythen,

whenhesawmehesmiledandsqueezedmeintoa

hugtellingmethatitwasgoingtobeokay.Wehad

ourdinnerbuthalfwaythroughtherewasnoise

outsideofpeoplesingingloudlythesongtheysang

was“bulal’igqwirha”(killthewitch)Istoodupand

wentoutsidetoseewhatwashappeningandfrom

thegateIcouldseeamobofpeoplecoming

towardsourhouse,Iranbackintocallmyparents

andwhentheycameoutthemobwasalreadyatthe

gate.Whentheysawmyparentsthesonggot

louder,myfatherwenttoaskwhatwasgoingon

andtheytoldhimthatmymotherisawitchandhad

killedNoma’smother.Theytoldhimthatnowshe

wasintroducingmetoherwitchcraft,Ithoughtmy

fatherwasgoingtostandupformymotherwhen



hewenttoherandhuggedherthenpulledher

towardsthegate.Hekeptcursingsayinghewill

neverstaywithawitch,saidheknewtherewasa

reasonhismotherhatedherandnowheknewthat

shewaswitch.Hetookhertothemwhileshewas

cryingandbegginghimtostopandprotectherbut

herpleasfellondeafears.Themobtookholdofmy

motherwithmyfatherinthemistofitall,infacthe

wasleadingthemtotheparkthatwasnotfarfrom

ourhouse.Iwasfollowingbehindcryingformy

motherbutmycrieswentunheardasthesongwas

loudandnoonepaidattentiontoanythingelsebut

thematterathand.IwasscaredforherbutIwasso

smallagainstthosepeopletherewasnothingI

couldto,Ikeptlookingatmyfatherthinkingthathe

wouldsavemymotherbutheneverdid.Whenwe

gottotheparkthepeoplemadeherkneel,thenput

acartirearoundherneckandpusheditthroughher

shoulders,thenpourparaffinonher.Throughitall

shespottedmeandcriedsomemoreandsaid

“Nokukhanyarun!Runmybabyrun!!”Istood

rooted,Icouldn’tleaveherbehind“mybabydon’t

everletanyonedeemyourlight,sodowithitasyou



shouldbutnowIneedyoutorunmyloverun!!”She

yelledbutIcouldn’tmove,myfathertookouta

lighterfromhispocketandgaveittotheotherman

whosetmymotheralight.Whenshestarted

burningsheyelledonceagain“Nokukhanyarun

maanoryouarenextpleasebabyrun!!”Isnapped

outofitwhenthepeoplestartedturningaroundto

lookmydirectionandItookoff.Iranlikemylife

dependedonit,wellitdidsoIran.Icouldfeelthem

behindmebusyyellingandcallingtheothersto

catchmebutIdidn’tlookbackIran,intotheforest

thatwasabouta100kmawayfrommyhomeandI

stoppedtocatchmybreathholdingontomyknees.

Smellofburningtiremixedwithparaffinandrotten

fleshwasstillfreshintheairandIknewthatmy

motherwasnomore.Fromthenmyheartturnedto

stoneashateformyfatherandthosepeople

consumedme.Iwipedmytearsandtoldmyself

thatmymothersdeathwillnotbeinvainandthat

mytearswillnotfallondryground.Whenmyeyes

weredryIstartedwalking,Idon’tknowwhereIwas

goingbutwalked.



MynameisNokukhanyaPortiaLuthuliwalkwith

meonthisjourney.

Invitepeopleandshare.

WewillbeginafterfinishingtheRoyalSeed

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:39]Insert1

Nokukhanya

Theysaywhenitrainsitpours,thatwhendaysare

darkfriendsarefewwellevenfamilyinmycase.

Leavingtheforestandwalkingalongsidetheroad

leavingPietermaritzburgbehind.AplaceIonce

calledhome,aplaceagrewupinandinmy13



yearsoflifeIhaveneverlefthomelikethis.My

fatherZwelethuLuthuliisawelcomeknown

businessmanaroundPietermaritzburg,Durbanand

CapeTown.Hisinconstructionandmakesthebig

bucks,thatiswhyourhouselooked5timesbetter

thantheothersaroundourarea.Ionceaskedmy

fathermywelivedthereandnotthesuburbs

becausehecanaffordit,hesaidhewantedtomove

butmymotherarguedandsaidshelovedherhouse

whereitisandnoamountofmoneywouldmake

herliveherhomesowenevermoved.Sodaddy

dearestisloadedwhichiswhyIdon’tunderstand

whyhedidn’tsavemymother.Washealreadytired

ofher?Weretheyfighting?Washecheatingorwas

mymothernotgoodenough?Whatwasitthat

madeZwelethusacrificemymother?Imaynot

knownowbutIwillfindout,doesn’tmatterwhen

butIwillavengemymotheranditdoesn’tmatter

whatshedidtohimhehadnorighttohaveher

killedlikethat.Themanwasevenleadingthemob,

thesamemanthatusedtoaskmeifhisdealswill

gowelleverytimehehadabigcontract.Heusedto

callmehisluckycharm,sometimeswhenIdon’t



givehimtheanswerhewantsforhismeetinghe

wouldtakemewithandtruthbetoGodwhenIget

thereandseethepeoplewithmynakedeyeIwould

knowwhetherthedealwillbefruitfulornot.Mother

usedtosaythatmyfathergothisfirstbigcontract

thedayIwasborn,thenfromtheneachtimehedid

somethingniceformeandmademehappyaschild

hewouldlendhimselfabigcontract.Inever

questionedwhyIjustwentwithwhatmyfathersaid

‘hisluckycharm’Ihavebeenwalkingforawhile

nowandInolongerseemytownbehindmeonly

thefarmsinfrontandalongtarredroadthatIdon’t

evenknowwhereitends.Myfeetarestartingtoget

sore,amhungry,thirstyandmostofallit’sgetting

readydarknow.RememberIleftafterdinnertime,I

maynotknowwhatthetimeisnowbutIdoknow

thatifIwashomeIwouldbeasleepnow.Ohdear

thereisafarmwithcabbageandamhopingthe

streetlightwon’texposemeasIgothroughthe

wirebythesideoftheroadgettingintothefarm.I

stayaslowasIcanwhileIgotowardsthecabbage,

whenIgottoitIremovedjustthetoppartwhichis

whatIneednottheroots.Makingmywaybackto



gettingoutofthefarmisdoneinahurryandIend

upgettingcutbythewireswhenIcrossthrough.I

bleedalittlebutIignorethebleedinguntilIgotto

theothersideoftheroad.Icheckmywoundand

it’snotbadsoIwipethelittlebloodwithmyfinger

thenwipeitonmyjeanthenwetmyfingerswith

salivaandrubthesmallwound.Iwalkalittlefurther

fromtheroadandIstartwalkingonthegrasstrying

tofindaplacetolaymyheadforthenight,Iwalk

somemoreandcomeacrossaconcretepipeand

goinsideitandstarteatingmycabbageandit’s

quitesweetactuallyandamenjoyingit.Imightbea

goattonighteatingcabbagebutIswearthiswon’t

bemylife.IwonderifZwelethuisevenlookingfor

meorishejusthappytheyhisfinallygottenridof

mymotherandI.

MaTee

Ilookdownfromthetopbalconyofmyclub/brothel

andamimpressedwithwhatIhavedoneformyself.



Fromjustavillagegirlwhowasshamed,rapedand

disownedtoMaTeealady,abossandmostofall

fearedandrespectedatthesametime.Ihavebeen

throughalottogethere,Istoleandgotbeatentoa

pulpbytheownerofthedrugsthatIspent3

monthsinacomaandanother3recovering.Then

killedadiamondsmugglerwellIdidn’tkillhimIwas

hismaidandhewasadrunkard.Sothisonedayhe

gotdrunkandusualandpassedoutinthelounge

whereIlefthim,Idon’tknowwhenhewakeupand

stumbledupthestairsandendupfallinganddied.I

gotarrestforthatbecausetheremustalwaysbe

someonetoblamewhenawhiterichmandies.SoI

gotarrestattheageof23spent5yearsinprison

andwasreleasedforgoodbehavior.Thenfrom

thereItoldmyselfthatneveragainwillIbearrested

foracrimeIdidn’tcommit,ItoldmyselfthatIwill

dothecrimeandgetarrestedforsomethingI

actuallydid.SoIstartedbefriendingthekindof

guyseveryonewasafraidof,Istolefromthemlittle

bylittleuntilIgotenoughtodomyownthing.Now

theissuewasstartingabusinessbutIwanted

nothingtodowithdrugs.Soonedayafterseeinga



sistergivingherserviceonadarkalleyIthought

whynotgivethesistersasafeplacetodotheir

businesswhiletheypayresttome?SoIwentinto

propertygot3apartmentsrenovatedthemand

businessstarted,Icreatedawebsiteforthesisters

andnowtherewasnoneedforthemtobestanding

atstreetcornerswaitingforclientsno!Thistime

aroundclientsbookedthemandnojustanyclients

butpeoplewithmoneyandbusinessgrew.TodayI

own4clubs/brothelsandamaselfmade

millionaire.Ihavenochild,nohusbandnothing.I

havebeenhurtandamnotabouttoletpeoplein

andgivethemachancetohurtmenotagain.

Tholi:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Tholibroughtmebacktoreality,Ihadgonetoofar

thereforamoment.Tholiismyfinancialadviser

andwannabefriendbutIdon’tdofriendsbecause

peoplewillstabyouinthebackandleaveyouwith

nothingbut“shewasfriend”

MaTee:Ohnothingmuchjustadmiringwhat’smine

andthinkingabouthowfarIhavecome.



Tholi:Istillcan’tbelieveyoudidallthisonyourown.

MaTee:Wellbetterbelieveitbecauseit’strue.

Tholi:Isitalsotruethatyoudon’thaveafamilyor

children?

MaTee:Verytrue

Tholi:Sowhenyoudiewhoareyougoingtoleave

allthisto?

MaTee:Nowthat’sathought.

TobehonestIneverthoughtofthat,lwasbusy

makingmoneytocarewhoinheritsitwhenIdie,not

thatIplanondyingsoonbutreallywhocanbe

moredeservingofmyhardwork?Iwonder.My

nameisThembekaZwideandIhavenoone.Iused

tohaveafamilybutthedayIrefusetomarryanold

chiefthevillagersshamedme,myparents

disownedmeandmybrotherandhisfriendsraped

me.IstillseekmyrevengeandIwillgetit,nowthat

Ihavemoneyit’stimeIgoafterthosewhomade

methisway.



Mnqobi

Ineedtoclosethisdealwhilethatdamnoldman

Luthuliisstillbusywithhiswife’sdead.Sincehe

startedinthisbusiness14yearsagohisbeen

nothingbutapain,athorninmysidethatrefuseto

getremoved,themanislikeatickthatisstuckon

myskindamnIloathethatman.Atfirsthestarted

smalldoingsmallbusinesseswhileIstrived,ayear

laterthemanlandedabigcontractwellhedeserved

itbecauseIwasslackingbutsincethenInevergot

anybigcontract.Nowtherolesarereversedand

amgettingsmallbusinesseswhilehegetsthe

tendersandall.Amstillaskingmyselftothisday

whatchanged?Iswearthatmanusesapowerful

sangomabecausethisisnotnormal.“Carlos!”I

yelledfrommyoffice,Iworkwithincompetent

peopleIswear,hecomesrunningandbudgedinto

myofficelikeweshareit.

Carlos:Bossyoucalled

Mnqobi:Youstillcomeinhereemptyhanded?



Wherearethebloodydocuments?

Carlos:MyPAisbusyprintingthem,shegonna

bindthemandwegoodtogo.

Mnqobi:Youbetterbenowgetonwithit(heturns

toleaveandIcallhimback)

OhCarlos

Carlos:Yes

Mnqobi:Youlosethisoneyoufired(hegaspslike

womanandleaves)

MyphoneringsandIdon’tlookwho’scallingIjust

answer

Mnqobi:What!

Voice:HayiHayiMnqobineverinyourwildest

dreamaddressmethatway,what’swrongwithyou?

Mnqobi:Amsorrymomamjustunderalotof

pressureandIdidn’tcheckthephonebeforeI

answeredamsorry.

Mom:Fine,what’swrongnow?

Mnqobi:Ihaveadealamworkingonandit’s



stressingmeout.

Mom:YouhavetotaketimeoffMnqobiandcome

homeNomangaislonelyhereaswell,sheneeds

you.

Mnqobi:MahItoldIdon’twantawifeyetbutyou

andMagebadidn’tlistenandwentaheadandgot

herformeanyway.Sodon’texpectmetobeher

husbandbecauseamnot.

Mom:Mnqobi!

Mnqobi:AmsorrymahbutIdon’twantNomalanga

IwillchoosemyownwifeandIwilldothatwhen

amready.

Man:Iwillneverallowyoutobringmethose

witchesfromJoburgMnqobi.UmunzikaMageba

uhlonishwakabiungakulingeungidumazemina

(theMagebahouseholdiswellrespecteddon’tyou

daredisappointme)ifIdon’tcutmymotheroffshe

won’tstoptalking,withherit’sthesamethingover

andoveragain.Imeanamworkingmyarseoffhere

tryingtogetourJoburgbranchupandrunningand

maybejustmaybewecangrowthissidesince



Luthihasn’topenedabrunchhereandthiscontact

isgoingtosetusforlife.

Mnqobi:MahIhavetogoaclientjustgotit.

Mom:Okaycallmelateronsothatyoucantalkto

Nomalanga.

-IwillnotdothatbutIcan’tsaythattohernowcan

I?

Mnqobi:Iwillcallmahbye

-Idon’twaitforareplybecauseitwillcomewith

anotherthingthatneedamyattentionandIcan’t

havethatnow.ThenthereistheNomalangaissue,

thegirlissodesperatethatsheagreedtomarryme

withoutevenknowingme,Ineversawherfaceto

faceandshealsodoesn’tknowmeIthinksheonly

knowsmefrompictures.Nowshe’smywifeand

accordingtoherandmyparentswehavebeen

marriedfor6monthsnow.Ayitheymustforget

seeingmeathomeshamebecauseamnevergoing

therewithherthere.ImeanwhatamIgoingtodo

witharuralgirlwhostillusesVaselineandwears

flipflopsthatleavethesalesOfherfeetfullofred



soilofKZN.Ohno!Notme,Imaynothavea

girlfriendwhichIdon’thavetimeforbutIwillnotgo

forNomalanga.

MynameisMnqobiZuluuMagebathefirstsonof

DalisuZuluandKholekileZuluam22yearsofage

andholdabusinessdegree,Ihavetwoyounger

brothersNhlakanipho19finishingoffhisdegree

andNkanyezi15doinghismatric.Youmaybe

confusedastohowwearesofaraheadinour

studies.WellMageba(myfather)wasintopolitics

asaresultwehadtogointoexileandweendedup

inCanadawherewestudied.Theeducationsystem

thereisnotlikeheresoeverythingisadvancedand

ifastudentissmarttheyhaveprogramsthatallow

thentoskipgradessothat’showwegothere.Oh

wearenotassmartatyoumightthinkbutMageba

madesurewestudied24/7wellnotreallybutwe

hadnosportsoranyextraactivitiesatschool

becauseMagebawantedhissonstofocusonone

thingonlyandthatisobtaininganeducation

becausetheonlywaytosurviveinourcountrywas

througheducation.WecamebackhomewhenI



was19andhadjustgottenmydegreeMageba

usedthemoneyhesavewhileworkinginCanadato

startthiscompanyandIwasworkingsidebyside

withhimfortwoyearsthenlastyearheretiredgave

methecompanytorun.WhenNhlakanipho

graduateshistojoinmeandsoisNkanyezi.

Magebaisaverytraditionalmanevenafterlivingin

Canadaforsomanyyearshestillremainsthe

backwardZulutraditionalman.Whenaskedhe

wouldalwayssay“aZulumanneverletsawhite

manchangewhoheis,minangihumZuluuqobo”I

misshimbuthissotraditionalandbackwardsthat

hedidwhathisfatherdidforhimandgotmeawife

thatIdon’twant.Imissthembutamnotgoing

homeanytimesoon,Ihavebusinesstorun.

Keepsharing

#MaMoloi
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LuthuliResidence

Therelativesofhiswifeheardofthetragicdeath

theirdaughterfacedandhavecometoclaimher

bodyandtakeNokukhanyawiththem.Whenthey

arrivedtheywerewelcomebyyoungwomanin

shortsandoneofZwelethu’sshirts.

Uncle:Sawubonantombi(greetingsmygirl)

Woman:Yes,howcanIhelpyou?(Sheaskedwhile

busyfilinghernails)

Aunt:HeylookwearehereforZwelethuwhereishe?

Woman:Ohhewentoutbutshouldbebackany

momentnow.

Aunt:YenauNokukhanyaukuphi(whereis

Nokukhanya?)

Woman:Idon’tkeeptabsonwitchessoIguessyou

canaskoneofherkindtheymightknowwhereshe

is.

Uncle:Haibouthiniwena(whatareYousaying?)



Woman:Mxm(sheclickedhertongueandwalked

out)

Theauntsanduncleswereleftaloneasking

themselveswhotherudewomanwas.Theyhearda

carpullupandtheypatientlywaitedforZwelethuto

comein.

Zwelethu:Babywho’scaristhat?(heturned

aroundandsawThembelihle’sfamily)sanibonani

(greetings)hesatandnoonespoke,everyonewas

stillshockedbythe“baby”part.Finallytheuncle

brokethesilence.

Uncle:SawubonaZwelethuunjani?(helloZwelethu

howareyou?)

Zwelethu:Siyancengababaempeleniakukho

okulungayo(wearetryingfatherbutreallythereis

nothinggoodhere)

Uncle:mmmletmegettothepoint,weheardwhat

happenedandweareheretofindoutwhatexactly

happened?

Zwelethu:Whathappenedwasthatyoupeoplegave

meawitchforawifeasaresultshestarted



introducingmydaughtertoherevilways.Soher

evildeedsfinallycaughtupwithherandshewas

killed.

Aunt:ThembelihlewasneverawitchZwelethuand

ifshewaswhywouldyouonlyseethatnowafter

15yearsofmarriage?

Zwelethu:Lalelalawenasalukaziminangiyindoda

ngivukaekuseningiyosebenzaangaziu

Thembelihlebekenzaningalesosikhthimanjeuthi

bengizotholakanjaniukuthiuyathakatha?(listen

hereyouoldwomanIamamanandIwakeupin

themorningandgotowork,Idon’tknowwhat

ThembelihlewasdoingatthattimesohowcouldI

haveknownthatshewasawitch?)

Uncle:Soaftersolongyousidewithstrangersand

letmyniecebekilledintheprocess.Nowtellme

whoisthatwoman?

Aunt:Amsuresheisthereasonourbeloved

Thembelihleisnotheretodayandwhereis

Nokukhanya?

Zwelethu:HowwouldIknow?She’sawitchlikeher



mothersohowwouldIknowwheresheis?

Uncle:IaskedyouaquestionZwelethu,whoisthat

woman?

Zwelethu:Withallduerespectbababutyoucan’t

cometomyhousetointerrogatemeandifthatis

thecasethenthereisthedoor.

Uncle:YourightIhavenorighttoaskbutour

daughterisdeadandwhenwecometoherhouse

wefindanotherwoman.

Aunty:Hiswomantobespecific.

Zwelethu:AfterallthisismyhouseIbroughtand

paidforitwithmymoneysoThembelihlehasno

claiminthishouse.

Aunt:Wow

Uncle:Canweatleastgetherashessothatwecan

buryhersothatshecanalsofindpeace.

Zwelethu:Thereisnopeaceforthewickedbababut

ifyouallcomehereforthattheyoucangotothe

parkandyouwillfindherashesthere.Idon’tknow

ifyouwillbeabletodistinguishbetweenherashes,



tireandthedirtshelayson.

Uncle:Youmeantototellmethatyoudidn’teven

getthemortuarypeopletogettheashessurelythey

wouldhavebeenmorethancapableof

distinguishingherremainsandthedirtyasyousay

it.

Zwelethu:whywouldIdothatwhenIhavesomuch

todealwith?

Uncle:YouwillregretthisZwelethuandIhopethat

Godletsmelivelongenoughtoseethathappen.

Zwelethu:Ifyoudonethenyouknowwherethe

dooris.

Aunt:WhereisNokukhanya?

Zwelethu:Idon’tknow

Aunt:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow?

Zwelethu:Exactlythatnowleave.

Aunt:Amen,bhutiwehavetofindher.

Uncle:Wewilldearwewillbutfornowlet’sgoto

whereThembelihlediedandatleastcollecther



spirit.

Aunt:Let’sgo.

Theyleftandthewomancameoutoftheroom

downstairsandlookedatZwelethusternly.

Zwelethu:WhathaveIdonenow?

Woman:Willitalwaysbelikethis?

Zwelethu:ComeonEsihlethiswasboundto

happenbutitdoesn’tmeanitwillhappenagain.

Thosepeopledon’thaveanymorereasontocome

tomyhouse.

Esihle:Ihopeso.

Zwelethu:Itisso,nowcomehereandgiveme

somelove.

Shewentclosertohimpeckshislips

Zwelethu:That’snotwhatIhadinmind

Esihle:SowhatdidyouhaveinmindMr

Zwelethu:Howaboutwegivemysonsome

nutrientsheneedstogrow.



Esihle:IwillneverheartheendofitwillI?

Zwelethu:Nope!Youaregivingmeason,anheirto

theLuthuliempiresoyouwillneverheartheendof

it.

Esihle:OkaythenIgiveup,didyoubringmystuff?

Zwelethu:YeshowcanInot,whatmysonneeds

mysongets.

Esihle:Okaythenlet’sgofeedyourson.

EsihleandZwelethuhavebeentogetherforovera

yearnowandsheisexpectinghisson.Sheis4

monthspregnantandhasbeenhaving

complicationssoshestoppedworkingsothatshe

canrest.

Mnqobi

IdiditdamnIdidit!Amsohappyrightnowandmy

teamdeservesacelebration.Wearesetforlife!

Luthulicanbringitonamnotworried,Iknewjoburg

willopendoorsformeandlookatmenow.Carlos



comesinwithabottleofchampagneandtwo

glasses.

Carlos:Itakeitamnotgettingfired

Mnqobi:Ofcoursenot!Youdidwellmyman,now

let’scelebrate

Carlos:Yeahbutlateronwetakingittotheclub,I

needsomeonetohelpmecelebrate.

Mnqobi:IwishbutIdon’tdogirlsfromclubsman

theygetclingy.

Carlos:Soyouwantsomeonewhomeansbusiness

Mnqobi:Yesthat’sexactlywhatIneednostrings

attached.

Carlos:Thentakethis(hegivesabusinesscard

andIexamineit)

Mnqobi:MaTeecomeonmanifshe’scalledMaTee

itmeansshe’soldandIdon’twannabeaBen10

yet.(helaughs)

Carlos:What’swrongwithbeingaBen10?

Mnqobi:Manmydadwouldkillmeandmeanthat



literally.(helaughsevenmore)

Carlos:Mantakethecardandmakethecall,

MaTee’sgirlsarethebest,theyarecleanandI

meanthatphysicallyandhealthwiseandinbed

theyarefreaks!!(hesaysbrushinghistongueover

hislowerlipmaybereminiscingaboutwhatthose

girlsgavehim.Youcanneverknowwiththese

Mexicans)

Mnqobi:Yourreactionsaysitallabouthowtheyare

inbedbuthowdoyouknowaboutthembeingclean?

Carlos:Yougettheirwholemedicalinformationbut

thatisonlyavailabletoVIPmembers.

Mnqobi:WhatdoIdotobecomeaVIPmember?

Carlos:Manthatisforussinglesmennotyouwith

awife

Mnqobi:Idon’thaveawife.

Carlos:Keeptellingyourselfthat.

Mnqobi:Mxmlet’shittheclub

Weleftfortheclubandamingoodspirits,Imight

hitupMaTeetohookmeupwithoneofhergirls



lateron.Ismiledandfixedupmysuitaswewalked

in,Ilikethefactthatit’sthiscool,nottoomany

peopleormaybeit’sbecauseofthefactthatit’s

duringthedaybutwhateveramhereforfun.

Nokukhanya

Ididn’tsleepawinklastnight,thecoldfromthe

nightandtheconcretepipewhichwasmyhomefor

thatnightwasunbearable.Igotoutofitandamon

theroadonceagain.It’sreallycoldandIcan’tfeel

thetoesonmyfeet,myfeetontheirownfeelnumb

andsoreasItrytowalkonthem.Butwhatchoice

doIhavethentokeepwalking?IfIweretoestimate

Iwouldsaythetimeisalittleafter3ambecause

thisisthetimeonnightwhenthecolddecidesto

comebeforethesuncomesup.Theroadsaquiet

butthereisthatoccasionalcarthatpassesbyafter

awhile.IseethesignthatsaysDurbanandthesky

isstartingtoclearmeaningthetimenowmightbea

littlebefore5amandifthat’strueit’smeansIhave



beenwalkingforovertwohours.Thesignthatsays

Durbangivesmehopethatamclosertocivilization

butboywasIwrong!Idon’tknowhowlongagoI

leftthesignbehindbutamstillwalkingandthereis

nosignofbigbuildingstoatleastgivemethehope

thatamgettingcloser.Myfeetfeelheavyandmy

shoeslookliketheyareabouttoburstandIknow

myfeetareswollen.Frombeingcoldtosoreand

fromtheretobeingswollenandamsureIhave

blistersnowbecausethereisnowaymyfeetare

thisswollenwithoutanyblistersplayingarole.The

suncomesupandIknowit’salittleafter7amandif

IwashomeIwouldbeleavinghomegoingto

school.School!WillIevergettofinishmystudies

andmakesomethingofmyself?OhGodIreally

didn’tthinkthisthroughdidI?Amsuremymother

alsodidn’tthinkitthrough,Imeanhowcouldshe

whenshehadatirearoundherneckandreekingof

paraffinabouttobesetalight.WellIwillletschool

bethelastthingonmymindbutfirstIneedwaterat

leasttostayhydratedbecauseifIdon’tIwill

collapse.Idon’tknowhowlongIhavebeenwalking

butnowthesunisstartinggetreallyhotand



doesn’thelpthatamhungryandthirsty.Amlosing

energybutIkeeppushingIdon’tknowforhowlong

butmyvisiongetsblurrybutIpushthrough.Alight

comesthroughandIseethismemoryofmymother

andI.Waitmemoriesareinthemindright?You

don’tseetheminfrontofyouright?MaybeIhave

beenoutinthesunfortoolongthatiswhyam

seeingthings.NowIreallybelievethatam

hallucinatingbutthatismuchbetterbecauseit

keepsmefocusedonmywalkbecausethepictures

ofuskeepmovingandIhavetokeepwalkingto

catchupwiththemsothatIcanseethemclearly.

MymotherlookshappyinthosemomentsandI

wishtorememberherthatwaynotinherlastday

withatirearoundherneckandamobsurrounding

her.Idon’tknowhowlongIhavebeenwalkingand

lookingatthosehappymomentswithmymother

butnowtheyhavebecomeburryormaybemy

visionisblurryamweakIcan’twalkanymore.Itake

threemorestepsandmybodybecomesheavyfor

mylegstocarry.Idon’tknowwhathappenedbutI

feltmybodyhitonsomethinghardandIthinkIfell

butthepaindoesn’tregisterasmymindshuts



downanditbecomesdark.

Narrated

Nokukhanyafaintedonthesideoftheroad,cars

keeppassingaspeoplethoughtsheisoneofthe

homelesspeoplelivinginthestreets.Notfarfrom

therepeoplewhoworkinconstructionarestanding

therewaitingfortheirtruckstopickthemupsothat

theycangotowork.Thetruckcomesandstops

nexttothemandtheystartgettingin,oneofthe

guyswhowaslatecamerunningtowardsthe

directionofNokukhanya,hepassesherlayingthere

runningbuthestopsandturnsbacklookagain,he

seesthatit’sagirllayingthere,hiscolleaguesare

callinghimandhisconflictedonwhethertoleave

herthereortryandhelpher.Hiscolleaguescallhim

onceagainasthetruckwasabouttoleave,he

leavesNokukhanyathereandrunstowardsthe

truckbutpassesthebackwherehissupposedto

getinandgoestothedriverofthetruckwhoisa



whitemanaroundhis40’s

Whiteman:AreyounotworkingtodayKhangelani?

Khangelani:Nobossit’snotthatbutthereisagirl

layingonthesideoftheroadandIthinksheneeds

help.

Whiteman:IhavenotimeforprostitutesKhangelani

Khangelani:Butbosssheseemswaytooyoungto

beaprostituteIreallythinksheneedshelp.

Whiteman:SowhatamI,anambulancedriver?Am

inconstructionincaseyoudon’tnotice.Callan

ambulanceforherandgetinwegettinglate.

Khangelani:Iwon’tworktodaybossIwillgowith

hertothehospitaljusttoseeifshe’sokayand

maybetrytofindherrelatives.

Whiteman:WhileyoudoyoursocialworkIwillfind

someonetoreplaceyou.

Khangelani:But..(herolleduphiswindowwhile

drivingoffleavingKhangelanitherewithhis

colleaguescallinghisnameasthetruckmoved)



Continuetoshare

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:39]Tate:Insert3

Mnqobi

IhadsuchagreattimewithCarlosyesterdayallthe

waytoabout10PMwhentheclubstartedfillingup

withpeople.Carlosgothimselfagirlforthenight

andIdecidedtogohome.Iwasn’tthatdrunkand

myapartmentwasabout45minutesfromtheclub

soIdrovelikeasnailallthewayhome.Other

driverswouldhootatmetodrivefastbutIignored

themuntiltheyovertakemeandleavewhilecursing.

IactuallyfoundthatamusingasIwaslaughingmy

arseoffastheypassedbylookingpissedashell.

WhenIgothomeItookashowerandIwasfeelinga

littlesobersoItookthecardCarlosgavemeandI

googledtheirwebsite.Onlytofindoutthattheyare



basedinDurban,IwasdisappointeduntilIsawthat

youcanbooktheirsistersastheycallthemfrom

anywhereinthecountry.IclickedJoburgfromthe

linkandalistofladiescameupbutIcouldn’tfind

whatappealedtome.LookImightbeyoung,

modernizedandliveinthe21stcenturybutIstill

lovemywomanwithmeatintheirboneslikemy

mother.NotthatamcheckingoutmymotherbutI

believethatIrealAfricanQueenshouldhaveanass,

hips,ifnothipsthenthunderthighs,smallwaistor

abidoftummybecausethat’showothersarebuilt.

Manyoushouldseetheminskirts,itcomesand

sitsontherightplacesshowingsomeoftheassets

theyhavelivingsometoimagination.Thenlookat

themcloselywhentheywearthosetightfitting

dressesthatshowexactlywhereeverythingis,

highlightingtheirassetsandtheykillmewhenthey

havejeanson,theirlegsfullmanIknowsomemen

sayblackwomendon’thavenicelegsbecausethey

havedotsandscratchesonthembuttheyare

missingthepoint.Oursistershavethosescratches

becausesomeusedtowearskitsonlygrowingup

andhadtogofetchfirewoodfromtheforest,now



tellmehowtheycannothavesouvenirsfromthat?

SomeorshallIsayalotofthemwereaffectedby

chickenpoxthatleftthosedotsthere,somewere

affectedbythoseitchingpimplesthatleaveablack

markwhentheyheal.Nowmostofoursisterscan’t

affordtheseexpensivelotionsthatgetridofthose

spotsyetwecomparethemwithprivilegedpeople

whocanaffordjustaboutanything.Hayilet’sgive

oursistersabreakguys.WellsinceIcouldn’tfind

thekindofwomanIdesireIwentforthenextbest

thing.Shortwithsomemeateventhoughyoucan

seethatit’soneofthosewhogymanddietbutI

pickanyway.Punchintheaddressandphone

number,fewminuteslateranotificationcomes

thoughwiththetimethesisterisgoingtobehere

andthepricesperhour.Theyarequiteprofessional

actually,Idecidedtomakemyselfasandwich

becauseitseemedasifIwasgoingtoneedit.

Exactly30minuteslaternotaminutelateraknock

camethroughandwhenIopenedtheladyIhad

chosenwasontheothersideofthedoor.Iletherin

andofferedheradrinksheaskedforwaterandI

gaveherbottled.IwantedhertoseeexactlywhatI



wasgivinghersothatshedoesn’tthinkIdrugged

herorsomething.LetmejustsayInowunderstand

whatgotCarloslikethatyesterday.Ikeptherall

nightandamlookingathersleepingpeacefullynext

tomeandIwonderwhatmadehergointothiskind

ofbusiness.WellIdon’tjudgebecausebehind

everymaskthereisastorytotell.

Lady:Morning

Mnqobi:Morning

Lady:MayIpleaseuseyourshower?

Mnqobi:Sure

-shewakesupandwalksbuttnakedtowardsthe

bathroomandIcallherback.

Mnqobi:Hey

Lady:Yes

Mnqobi:Ummhuh..howhowmuchdoIowe?

Lady:OhjusttakemyphoneithasaQRcodescan

itandyoupaid.

Mnqobi:HowdoIknowthatIdidn’tpaymore.



Lady:Trustmewedon’tdoublecrossourclients

whichwhywecomehighlyrecommended.

-confidence!Iadmirethat,didImention

professionalandconvenient?

Mnqobi:Sure

-shegoestothebathroomandIwakeupandmake

thebedtakemycardandscanitonherphonelike

she’ssaid,putitbackthenIhearsomeonebanging

atmydoor.Iwonderwhocouldthatbethisearlyin

themorning.Thebangingdoesn’tstopuntilIopen

thedoorandtherestandsmybrotherNhlakanipho,

hehasdrybloodthatseemtocomefromwhat

lookslikeascratchrightabovehislefteye,hisshirt

hassomedrybloodaswellandhelooksuntidy.

Mnqobi:Yhiniwena(whatisit?)

Nhlakanipho:Bafokushubile(brotherthereis

trouble)

Mnqobi:Pleasedon’ttellmeit’swhatIthinkitis

Nhlakanipho!(IhalfshoutasIstarttosweat)

Nhlakanipho:It’sexactlythatandamsupposedto



beamessagetoeveryone.

Mnqobi:Fuck!(Irubmyhandstogether,Idothata

lotwhenamnervous.Theladycomesoutofthe

showerinatowelwrappedaroundherbody.DamnI

evenforgotshewashere.She’squietassheputs

onherclothes,checksherphonethentakesherbag

andleaveswithoutsayingaword.WhichI

appreciate)

Nhlakanipho:Youhaveagirlfriend?(heaskswith

aneyebrowraised)

Mnqobi:Nojusta...that’snotimportantrightnow,

whocametoyou?

Nhlakanipho:Thecommander

Mnqobi:Shit!...fuck!!

Nhlakanipho:Wouldyoucalmdown?

Mnqobi:Howdoyouexpectmetocalmdownata

timelikethis?Andwherethehellarewegoingto

findtheothers?

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tknowman,whatcouldhewant

aftersomanyyearsandhowthehelldidhefindus.



Mnqobi:Wehavetrackersmoron!

Nhlakanipho:Ohthat!

Mnqobi:Yeahthat!Howareyousocalmafter

seeingthecommander?

Nhlakanipho:Ifreakedoutthewholenightwhile

withhimthinkingthathisgoingtokillmeany

minutebutnowit’soverandthereisnouseofboth

ofusfreakingoutnowisthere?

Mnqobi:Incaseyouforgotdearbrotherwearepart

ofdifferentteams,doingthesamethingandthat

makesusenemies.

Nhlakanipho:Shit!

Mnqobi:Yeahshit!

Nhlakanipho:Wehavetofindtheothers

Mnqobi:Whatwasthemessage?

Nhlakanipho:Itoldyounevertoseparate,findthe

otherswehaveworkin48hours.

Mnqobi:Howthefuckarewegoingtofindthe

othersintwodays?



Nhlakanipho:Iaskedthesamethingandhetoldme

thathedoesn’tcarebecausehetoldusneverto

separate.

Mnqobi:Fuck!

Nhlakanipho:Canyoustopcursing,amtryingto

thinkhere.(Igivehimadeathstareandmoved

awayfromhimtomyroom,Ineedtothinktoo)

-letmetellyouhowweendedupinthismess.

WhilewewereinschoolbackinCanada

NhlakaniphoandIwererecruitedbysomeguy.Well

theguyhadarelationshipwithourprincipal,he

choseaminimumof12boysthroughoutthewhole

school,6inmygradeandIwasamongthe6then

choseanother6inNhlakanipho’sgradeandhewas

alsochosen.Wewerenevertoldwhatwearebeing

chosenfor,theyjusttoldusthatwewerethe

specialones.Thechosenones.Otherstudents

seemedtobeproudtobechosenbecausetheysay

thishasbeenhappeningforabout4yearsnowand

thatalltheguyswhowerechosencamebackhome

cool,popularandsomehowwelloff.Iwonderedif

wewerenotbeingrecruitedtobedrugsmugglers



orwhatever.Anothersurprisingthingwasthatwe

weretakenthatverysamedayandwhenweasked

aboutourparentsweweretoldthattheywillbe

takencareof.Theyputblindfoldsonusbeforwe

leftsothatwecouldn’tseewhereweweregoingor

howwegotthere.AllIknowitwedroveforawhile

thenflew,Idon’tknowforhowlongbecauseIslept

forsometimeandwokeupwhenweweretakenout

andputintoacaragain.Wedroveforawhilethen

thecarcametoastopandblindfoldswereremoved.

Whenwelookedaroundwhichwedidn’thavemuch

timetodoso2menintrainingclothescomeby

andweweretoldthatonegroupistogowithone

andtheotherwithanother.Wedidastold,

NhlakaniphoandIwereseparated.Wewerescared

buthadnochoicebuttocorporate.Weweretaken

todifferenttrainingsitesstillnotfarfromwherethe

carhavedroppedus.Theteamwasaskedto

choosealeaderandmyteamvotedformesinceI

washeadboyatschoolandNhlakaniphowas

chosenassecondincommandbyhisteam.

Trainingbegan,mindyouwedidn’teatanything



sinceweleftschoolandthesepeopledidn’tseem

tocare.Eachteamhadtwotrainersallocatedto

them,wetraineduntilitstartedtogetdarkandthe

guywecamewithcametocallustoeat.Wewent

towhatlookedlikeasmallhallonlytofindoutthat

it’sadiningroombutbiggerthanmost.Wewere

introducedtothecommanderwhichistheguywe

camewith,thenthesupervisorswhichwerethe

guyswhotrainedus.Inmyteamitwasmethe

leader,Mikethesecondincommandandour

backupTatenda,Nick,FrankandSamuel.We

trainedwiththetrainersforthefirst3months,they

trainusonknives,swords,torture,fightingandin

differentgunsandbeinginvisible.Inasensethat

peoplemustneverknowyouwerethereevenwhen

youwere.Youhavetoblendinandexecutetheplan.

Thenext3monthsweweretrainedonthefield,we

wouldbeaskedtorescuecertainpeoplethatwe

don’tevenknow.Apparentlythat’swhatourjobwas,

wegothiredbyrichpeopletodoanythingthey

wanted,iftheywantedustostealsomethingwe

woulddoit,iftheywantedsomeonerescuedfrom

kidnapperswewoulddoit,iftheywantedsomeone



kidnappedwewoulddoitbutmostlyNhlakanipho’s

teamwasinvolvedinkidnapping,stealing,uswe

didrescuing,stealing,findingpeoplewhodidn’t

wanttobefoundandkilling.Thetwoteamwere

madetosomehowcompleteineverymissionthey

hadandthat’showwebecameenemies.ButI

couldn’thatemybrotherbecauseofthatnowcould

I?Wellwhattraumatizedusthemostwasthe

killingsevenintrainingwewouldbetaughthowto

killwithaknifebutonrealpeoplesothatmeanswe

killedalotofpeoplewhodidnothingtous.Whowe

didn’tevenknowwheretheycamefrom.Wewere

turnedintokillingmachinesthingswithnoheart.

WewentbacktoCanadaafterthesixthmonth

endedandwhenwegothomewethoughtmother

andMagebawouldaskquestionsorbeangrybut

theywerefineandtoldusthattheschoolinformed

themofourwhereabouts.Weaskediftheyknew

wherewewereandwhatwedidandtheysaidyes

andtheywereokaywithit.Idon’tknowwhatthey

weretoldorwhattheyknowreallyIwasjustokay

withthefactthatIwon’thavetodealwithMageba

aftereverything.Wecontinueddoingwhateverjobs



wewouldbecalledforandweweretoldneverto

separatewithourteamsuntilMagebatolduswe

wouldbecomingbackhome.Icalledmyteamand

toldthemIwasleavingthecountry,theyalsosaid

theywoulddothesameastheywereafraidthatwe

weregoingdeeperthanrichpeoplebecausenow

wewerekillingpoliticians.Soweallwentour

separatewaysbutweknewthattheywouldknow

wheretofindusbecauseofthetrackersthey

installedonus.Whenwecamebackwewereso

paranoidandkeptlookoverourshoulderuntilwe

decidedtoseesomeonebecausetousitdidn’tfeel

normalorrightnotkilling.Forthatwholeyearwe

sawashrinkandthingswerebetterandwewere

startingtobenormaluntilmyparentsdecidedto

getmeNomalangaasawifethat’swhenIgotthe

urgetokillagainandifIhadgiveninIwouldhave

killedherandmyparents.InsteadIstayedaway

fromhomeandwentbacktotheshrink.

Nhlakaniphowasstartingtofitinatvarsityandhas

friendandagirlfriend.Thennowthis,wecan’trun

wejusthavetofindtheothers,Idon’tknowhow

becauseweneverkepttouch.



Nhlakaniphocomesintomyroomandsnappedme

outofmythoughts.HelookedcleanIthinkhe

showered

Mnqobi:Yeah

Nhlakanipho:Checkyourphone

Mnqobi:It’sintheloungewhatisit?

Nhlakanipho:Justcheck

-Iwenttotheloungetookmyphoneandchecked.

Thereisasimplemessagetherewhichreads:

Message:Meetat7PMOutsidePretoria.

Ithassomecoordinatesoftheplacewemeetingat.

Nhlakanipho:Youscared?

Mnqobi:NoIjustthoughtwewouldfinallyforget

aboutthisandleadanormallifeespeciallyyoubutI

guessIwaswrong.

Nhlakanipho:Don’tgiveupyetwewillfindaway

out.



Mnqobi:Yeah

-Idon’tbelievewewillbutIcan’ttakeawaythelittle

hopehehas.

Keepsharing

#MaMoloj

[07/25,16:40]Tate:TheLight

Insert4

Nokukhanya

Iwasinagreenplacefullofbeautifulflowers,a

waterfallandbeautifulcolorfulbirds.Ihavenever

seensomanybirdsinoneplace,whatwasstrange

aboutthesebirdswasnotonlythefactthatthey

flewinsequencelikebirdsnormallydobutthese



onesangthesametunelikeagroupofpeople

movingaroundsingingtogetherthesamesong.

Crazyright?Theairinthisplacefeelslightand

peaceful.WhileIwasbusyadmiringtheplaceI

lookedcloselytothewaterfallandatthebottom

wherethewaterhitstoodawoman,shehadlong

blackAfricanhair.IwentclosertoherandwhenI

wascloseenoughsheturned,shelookedlikean

olderversionofmymotherormaybeIwasseeing

things.

Woman:AmsorryyourmotherleftyouKhanya.

Nokukhanya:Whoareyou?

Woman:Yourgrandmotherchild

Nokukhanya:WOWyoudon’tlookoldatall.

-shesmiledatmeandnoticedthathereyechanged

colorfromblacktonowabeautifulbluethatmade

herlooklikeawhiteperson.

Woman:WhereIamwedon’tgrowoldchild.

Nokukhanya:Wellifthat’sthecasethenamalso

stayingandIhavenooneanyway.



Woman:YouhavealottoliveforKhanya,yesyour

lifewon’tbeeasyandmorechallengeswillcome

buthappinesstoo.Thatlightyouhavewasonce

minebutIwaskilledjustlikeyourmotherbecause

ofit.

Nokukhanya:Didtheyalsoaccuseyouofbeinga

witch?

Woman:Nomybaby,whereIstayedtheycalledme

theprophetandpeoplefromeverywherecameto

seekformyhelpandIhelpedthem.

Nokukhanya:Areyouaprophet?

Woman:NochildamnotaprophetwellIdon’tknow

whatthisgiftisreallyandIdiednotknowingbutI

usedithowIsawfitanditworked.

Nokukhanya:Ifyoualsodon’tknowwhatthisis

howamIsupposedtoknowwhattodowithitwhen

amonlyjustachildwithnothingandnooneto

guideme.

Woman:That’swhatamherefor,toguideyou,I

maynotknowmuchaboutthegiftbutIwillbeable

totellyouthedangersofitandthebeautifulpower



ithas.Howitworkstoit’sfullpotentialwellwewill

findouttogether.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tthinkIwantit.

Woman:Youhavenochoicechild,thisgiftisgiven

toeveryfirstdaughterofthefamily.

Nokukhanya:Thenhowcomemomdidn’thave

becausesheisyouronlychild?

Woman:Thembelihlewasnotmyonlychild,Ihad

anotherdaughterthatgotthegiftbutshediedand

thenIhadyourmotherandshewasnotthefirst

daughtersoshedidn’tgetitbutherfirstdaughter

did.

Nokukhanya:Me

-IsaidinalowvoicewishingthatIwasnotthefirst

daughterofmymothermaybeshewouldstillbe

alive.

Woman:Don’tblameyourselfforyourmother’s

deathKhanyaitwashertime

-Easyforhertosay

Nokukhanya:Youdidn’ttellmewhytheykilledif



youwereaprophetIcalledaprophetandhelped

people.

-shelaughedalittlerevealingherbeautifulsetof

whiteteeth.ThiswomanisbeautifulBathong!

Woman:Lifewasblissforme,IhadeverythingI

wantedandneeded.Igotgiftsfrompeopleand

moneytothankmeforwhatIhaddoneforthem.I

wasrichandwellknown.OnedayImanfrom

Ghanacametomeandsaidhewillpayeverything

formetogotoGhanawithhimandhelphisdying

Chief.Irefusedasfirstbecausemyheartwas

heavyandwouldn’tletmego.Themanbeggedme

onhiskneescryingsayingthatamhisonlyhope

andIagreed.ButmyheartgotheavierafterIagreed,

Iprayedaboutitbutmyspiritwasjustdown.I

traveledwiththemantoGhanaandIwastomeet

hisChiefthatafternoonafterIhadrestedsincewe

leftintheearlyhoursofthemorning.IrestedandI

sawmydeath..

Nokukhanya:Whatdoyoumeanyousawyour

death?



Woman:ImeanthatIsawmyselfdyinginmy

dreamsandtrulythatishowIdied.

Nokukhanya:Ifyousawitwhydidn’tyouleave?

Woman:Itwasmytimechild

Nokukhanya:SoyoumettheChief?

Woman:YesImethim,whatIsawwhenIlaidmy

eyesonhimbrokeme.

Nokukhanya:Whatdidyousee?

Woman:Youhavenopatiencejustlikeyourmother,

wellisawalltheterriblethingshehaddoneallhis

life,theliveshetook,theyoungchildrenheraped

evenyoungerthanyouandallthosehekilledwhen

theytriedtogetjusticefortheirchildren.AfterIsaw

allthatIcouldn’thelphiminsteadItoldhimthatit

washistimetodielikehehadkilledmanythat

stoodinhisway.Hesentencedmetodeathatthe

villagesquarebystoning,theguardstookmetothe

squareandtiedmetoatreethenpeoplewhodidn’t

evenknowwhatIwasaccusedofstonedmeto

deathandhadmybodyburntandbonesthrown

awaylikeamsomestraydog.Yourmotherdiednot



knowingwhereIhaddisappearedto.

-ThisscaredthehelloutofmeandIcouldn’thelp

butwonderifthisisalsomydestiny.Todieina

cruelmanner.

Nokukhanya:Isthismydestinytoo?

-Ihadtoask,IhadtoknowmaybeIcanavoidit

somehow.

“Nanawakeupnowyouhavebeensleepingfortoo

long,pleasebabygirlwakeup,don’tletmyone

goodactbeinvein.YesIknowthatamnotagood

personbutIfeellikeyouwereputinmywayto

changemeforthebetter.Nowforyoutodothat

youhavetocomeback”

-Idon’tknowthisvoice,whocoulditbe?

Woman:It’stimetogonowbabyanddon’tworryhe

willtaketocareofyou

Nokukhanya:Who?

-shestarteddisappearingandIstartedcrying

askinghernottoleaveme.Triedtorunafterherbut

myfeetweresomehowcluedonthatspot.Abog



lightabovemeblindedmeandmybeautiful

sanctuarydisappearedthenIheadbeepingsounds

andIopenedmyeyesbutthebigbrightlightabove

meblindedmethatIquicklyclosedmyeyes.Ifeltit

beingmovedawayfrommeandIopenedmyeyes

againonlytobemetbywhitepeopleinwhitecoats.

“she’sback!”Oneofthemsaid,Ilookedaroundfor

afamiliarfacebuttherewasnonethenitdawned

onmethatIwasalone.

“Yourfatherwillbehappytoseeyouawake”he

smilesatmeandturnstotalktotheother“nurse

prepherandletherfatherin”hesaysandturns

aroundandleavestheroom.SoIhavegathered

thataminhospitalbuthowdidthegreatZwelethu

findme?Maybehecaredafterall.Amancomesin

justafterthenursehadhelpedmedrinkwaterand

toldmeshe’sgettingmefood.Idon’tknowhimbut

hissmileisgenuine.

Him:Youscaredmenana

-Nana?Washetheonetalkingtome,whoisthis

man?Hemusthaveseentheconfusiononmyface



andcamecloserandsatdown.

Man:MynameisKhangelaniandamtheonethat

foundyou.

Nokukhanya:Foundme?

Khangelani:Yes,Ifoundyoufaintedbythesideof

theroadonmywaytoworkandbroughtyouhere.

Nokukhanya:Thankyou,whereismyfather?

Khangelani:AmsorryNanabutIsaidIwasyour

fatherforthemtoletmestayherewithyou,I

couldn’tleaveuntilIknowyouareokayandthat

someonewascomingforyou.

Nokukhanya:Wellnooneiscomingformebut

thankyouforstayingwithme.

Khangelani:TellmewhoyouareNanaamsureI

canfindyourfamily

Nokukhanya:MynameisNokukhanyaLuthulimy

fatheristhewellknownbusinessmanZwelethu

Luthuli...Itoldhimeverythingthereistoknow

aboutme,Imeanmygrandmotherdidsayhisgoing

totakegoodcareofme.



Khangelani:Amsorryyouhadtogothroughthat,I

can’tofferyouwhatyourfathercanbutIamwilling

totakeyouinandgetyoubacktoschoolifyouare

willing.

Nokukhanya:IwouldlovethatbutIdon’thave

anythingonmenow

Khangelani:IfIcancountcorrectlyyouare

supposedtobewritingyouryearendexamssince

it’sNovember.

Nokukhanya:Yesbutmyschoolisbackin

Pietermaritzburg.

Khangelani:Wewillhavetogetyouatransportto

takeyoutoschooluntiltheendoftheyearthen

takeatransfersothatyoucangotoschoolherein

Mlazi

Nokukhanya:Thankyou,sowhenamIgoinghome?

Khangelanin:Wewillhearwhatthedoctorhasto

say,ImustwarnyouthoughIdon’thavemuch.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tcarerightnowaslongasIhave

ahome.



-Hesmiled

MaTee

ItookonefinallookatmyselfinthemirrorandI

lookedfine.IfMrBolsickdoesn’tnoticemetoday

heneverwill.Itakemybagandheadout

Tholi:Wowlookatyou!Youlookfineeegirl

MaTee:ThanksTholi

Tholi:Whereareyouheaded?

MaTee:Tomygirlsattheschool

Tholi:ThegirlsorMrBolsick?

MaTee:Both

Tholi:Youareobsessedwiththisguy

MaTee:AmnotIjustwanthim

Tholi:Hismarriedwith4kids

MaTee:IknowthatandIknowhecheatsonhis

wifesoifhecandoitwithotherwomenwhycan’tI



haveapieceofhimaswell?

Tholi:HayidoyoumadamIjusthopeyouwon’tget

hurt.

MaTee:NgimdalamangingakaTholingiyazi

ngenzani(amoldTholiandIknowwhatamdoing)

Tholi:Mmkay

-IleftandgottomycardrivingtoMlazihighschool.

SeeIsawMrBolsickatsomewomen’sdrivelast

yearandIconcludedthathispassionateaboutthat

alsoIdidalittlediggingandfoundoutthatheisa

deputyprincipalofMlazihigh,hismarriedwith4

kidswithhiswife,hecheatseventhoughhiswife

neverfoundout.FromthewomenhisdatedIonly

heardgoodthingssoIwantedhimevenmore.SoI

decidedtosponsorgirlsinhisschoolknowingvery

wellIwillworkcloselywithhim.Sothegirlssquad

hastutors,camps,minivacations,schooluniforms

andwhenonceonedoeswellwhichtheyalwaysdo

theygetafoodvoucherandclothesvoucherwhich

Isponsor.Someandhimhavebeenclose,goingon

campswiththegirlsandtheirtutors.Doinglunch



dateswhenIvisittheschoolwhichisveryweek.He

hasn’tmadeamovethoughbutIhopehewillsoon.

IgettotheschoolandparkandhecomesoutasI

getoutofthecar.

Bolsick:YoulookbeautifulasalwaysMsZwide

MaTee:Thembeka

Bolsick:Okayfinebutyoureallydolookbeautiful

Thembeka.

MaTee:Thankyou,howaremygirlsdoing?

-hissmilegrewwide

Bolsick:Thosegirlswilltaketheschooltothemap,

thecompetitionisrealandnoneofthemgetless

than90or80percentofeverything.

MaTee:That’sgoodandthemathsandphysics?

Bolsick:Youwon’tbelievethatthelowestgot80%

onthemocktesttheygot.

MaTee:That’sgoodthenamproudofthem.

Bolsick:Andamproudofyouforwhatyouare

doingforthemThembekanotmanywomenwho



havesucceededdowhatyoudoforthesegirls.I

appreciateit,theparentsappreciateit,thegirls

appreciateitandIappreciateyou.Youarea

blessing.

MaTee:Thankyou(Isaidlookingallshyand

blushinghard)

Bolsick:Nowletmetakeyouforanearlylunch

beforeyouseeyourgirlsbecausewhentheygetto

younoonewillevertakeyouawayfromthem.

MaTee:ahahaletgothen

Bolsick:Wetakingmycar

MaTee:Alright

-Itookmybagandfollowedhim,Iwishhecanjust

makeamove.

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:40]Tate:TheLight



Insert5

Khangelani

It’sbeen3dayssincemybabywasdischarged

fromthehospital,Itookthelastofmysavingsto

buyherschoolskirtandwhiteshirtbecauseshe

saidshewon’tneedafulluniformofthatschoolas

sheisfinishingoffthisyear.IalsogotheruMlazi

uniformfornextyear,shoesandschoolbag.Ialso

paidforhertransporttotakehertoschoolonthe

daysshewritesexams.IboughtusfoodandIhope

bythetimeitrunsoutIwouldhavefound

something.IknowevenifIgobacktothatmanto

askformyjobbackhewon’tbudgebecausehisa

racistMatherfucker.Beinginmymothershouse

thoughwhereIgrewupinasayoungmanwith

potentialmademewanttobeabetterman.And

nowIdon’tonlyhavemyselftothinkofbutPortia

aswell,hersituationjustpissesmeoff.Howcan



herfatherdothattohermother?Worstofallin

frontofher,sheistraumatizedbutactingstrong

becauseshethinksthateverymanislikeherfather.

Idon’tknowthemanbutIhatehimonherbehalf,

whatamIsayingbecausenosanemanwouldkill

hiswifewithnobackupplan,becausetomethis

wholethingseemssuspiciousthereismoretoit

thanthat.Avoicebringsmebackfrommytrailof

thoughts,amsittingoutsideunderatree,it’shotin

Durbanpeople.

Voice:Lani

-Theonlypeoplewhocallmethataretheones

frommypreviouslifeandIreallycan’thavethat

now.Ilookupandcomefacetofacewithwhat

usedtobemyrighthandmanSgora.

Khangelani:Gora

-wedidthehandshake

Gora:Yougood?

Khangelani:Suresureboyandwena,ubekwayhini

la?(andyou,whatareyoudoinghere?)



Gora:BeenkeepinganeyeonyouandIfiguredthat

thisistherighttimetocometoyou.

Khangelani:Youarebeatingaroundthebushnow.

Gora:Lookwewantyoubackman,weneedour

leaderback.

Khangelani:Whywouldyouneedmebackwhen

youhaveSizweasyourleader?

Gora:Sizweisajokeman,othergangshaveeven

startedtakingourterritoryandwearenotmaking

asmuchasweusedto.

Khangelani:WhenIleftyouguyaskedfor

everythingthecompanyIworkedhardfor,thecars

andallmycash.IleftallthatbecauseIwantedout

andnowyouwantmeback?Forwhat?

Gora:Itoldyouweneedyouandothergangsdon’t

fearSizwebecausehisnotthebeastandyoucan

geteverythingyouhadback.

Khangelani:Idon’tthinkIcandothatamfinejust

thewayIam.

Gora:Manyouarenotworkingandyouarelivingin



yourmothershouseandontopofthatIheardthat

oneofyourexgaveyouyourdaughtertoraise.Now

howareyougoingtotakecareofherandhowwill

youprotectherfromLani.

Khangelani:LaniliveswithinmesoIcantakecare

ofhim.

Gora:Andyourdaughterwillyoubeabletoprotect

herfromLani?

Khangelani:HowcanInot?

Gora:Thesamewayyouprotectedyourmother.

Khangelani:Thisisdifferent

Gora:How?

Khangelani:Becausewithheramatpeace,Lanihas

beenatbayforawhilenowbutIcouldhearhim

wantingtocomeouteachtimesomeonemademe

angrybutwithherit’slikeamnormalagainwithno

Laniwantingtocomeout.Amatpeaceman.

Gora:Thesamepeaceyoufeltwhenyouwereliving

withyourmother?HowlongdiditlastbeforeLani

killedher?



Khangelani:ThisisdifferentmanIcanfeelit.

Gora:Okaywhenlastdidyoufeedhim?

Khangelani:4Yearsnow

Gora:Howlongdoyouthinkitwilltakeforhimto

wanttofeedagain?Leavethatwhatwillyoufeed

yourdaughterbecauseyounotworking?Becauseif

thisisthelifeyouaregoingtogiveherthenbelieve

meshewillleaveyouhereinnotimeandrunaway

withamanolderthanyouevenjusttoseekfora

betterlifeforherself.Canyoulivewiththat?

Khangelani:Fuck!!

Gora:Fuckindeed

Khangelani:LeaveGora

Gora:Butwestilltalking

Khangelani:IsaidleaveGora!!(Ishouted)

Gora:Fine!ButIwillbeback.

-Heleftbutwhathesaidgotmethinking,Portia

wasusedtothelavishlifeandnowIofferhermore

orlessthesamemealeverynight,herbedroomis



notasprettyastheoneshehadathome.Ibought

herclothesatMRPriceyetImyselfdon’thave

clothesfromtherebecauseeverythingIownis

brandandIgotallthatwhenIwasstilltheleaderof

theCobraswithLaniasthefearedbeast.Youmight

bewonderingwhoisLaniwellIgottiredofbeing

theleaderandHavingLanitakeovereveryday.

Killingjusttofeed,Lanididn’tcarewhattypeof

bloodhefedOnaslongasitwasfresh.That

exhaustedmesoIneededrestsothatIcanfind

myselfagainwithoutLani.Wellthatworkedfor

about2yearsthenhewokeupinthemiddleofthe

nightandfedonmymother.ButIdon’tthinkIcan

dothattoPortiabecausethereisjustsomething

aboutherthatIcan’tputafingeronbutshemakes

mefeelatpeaceandIforgetthatIwasthatchildno

onewantedtobefriendinhightschoolbecauseof

howaggressivehegot.IevenforgotIhaveLaniin

me.SeewhenIwas17theydiagnosedmewith

multiplepersonalitydisorderandIlivedon

medicationfortherestofmyhighschoolyears.

ThatwasafterIwasbeatenuponpurposebyaguy

onanotherteamatrugbypractice,Laniwokeup



andhadhiswaywiththeguyinfrontofpeople.If

therewasnoonethereLaniwouldhavekilledthat

guy.Mymotherwascalledtotheschoolandtold

abouttheincidentandIwastobesuspended

indefinitelyifIdidn’tgototherapyfortherestofmy

highschool.

ItwasinVarsitywhenthingschangedagain,I

stoppedthemedicationandLanicamebackfull

forceandwasfeedingfornoreasonthattheschool

startedaninvestigationintothemissingstudents.

Mymotherknewwhatwasgoingonshewentand

foundmyunclewhotoldmethatLaniwasnotin

myheadliketheeducatedpeoplehaddiagnosed

mebutratherrealbeastthatlivedwithinme.Asked

howhegotinthereandhetoldmethathisbrother

wasplayed4timesbywomenclaimingthatthey

arehavinghischildbecausehehadmoney.He

raisedthefirst3kidsandfoundoutwhentheywere

around3andother4and5thattheywerenothis.

SohewenttoCongoonbusinessandwhenhe

camebackhisgirlfriendbackthencameback

claimingshewaspregnantwithhischildandhe



refusedsayingitwasnothis.Thatshockedhimand

hisfatherbecausemyfatherapparentlywasthe

goodguywomenplayed.Sowhenherefusedthey

wereshockedandaskedhimhowheknewthatthe

childwasnothisandhetoldthemthatthebeast

withinhimwillrecognizeitsown.Hesaidthey

didn’tgetwhathewassayingbackthenbutwhen

mymothertoldhimshewaspregnanthepayed

damagesandlobolasametimeandmarriedher.

Theyaskedhimwhyandallhesaidwasthatthe

beastwithinhimrecognizedit’sown.Somyuncle

saidthathisbrotherchangedfromthesweetguyhe

wastoaruthlesskillerthatwasfearbyeventhe

police.Iaskedbywouldthepolicefearhimhesaid

myfatherwasoncearrestedandhekilledallthe

peopleinhiscellandtheyfoundhimfullofblood

thenextmorning.Whentheyopenedupforhimto

inspectwhathadhappenedhekilledthetwoguards.

IbelievedhimbecausewhenLanicomesoutmy

nailsgrowintosharpweaponsthataredangerous.I

neverfullychangebutmyuncletoldmethatthe

moreIfedthemoreitwouldbeeasytofullychange

butIhavebeenscaredofwhatIwillchangeinto



thatiswhyItookbreaksbetweenfeeding.Italmost

happenedthoughwhileIwasstillwiththecobras

becauseLaniwascareless.Thatwastheworst

experienceofmylifebecauseIcouldhear

everythingclearlyevenspidersmakingtheirwebs.

ItwasnotnormalandIneverwantedtofeelthat

wayeveragain.

Nokukhanya:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Khangelani:HeyNana,Ididn’tseeyouthere.

Nokukhanya:IknowbecauseIcanseeyouare

deepinthoughts.

Khangelani:Amjustthinkingaboutworkandyou.

Nokukhanya:Whataboutme?

Khangelani:IwantyoutoknowthatIwillneverhurt

youokay?Ifsomedayithappensthatyouseethat

amnotmyselfpleaserunandleavemebeuntilam

okay.

Nokukhanya:Youscaringme

Khangelani:Don’tbescaredbecauseifIwantedto

hurtyouIwouldn’tevenwarnyouaboutwhatmight



happen.NowyoudoknowthatIwanttotakecare

ofyouright?

Nokukhanya:Ifyoudidn’tyouwouldn’thaverisked

yourjobformesoIknowyouwanttotakegood

careofme.Whyisthatthough?

Khangelani:ThatIwanttotakecareofyou?

Nokukhanya:Yes

Khangelani:Becauseyouaremysecondchanceat

thisthingcalledlife.Ifwhatamfeelinglaststhen

meandyouwilllivethebestoflifeinpeace.

Nokukhanya:Iwouldlikethat

Khangelani:Goodnowhowdidyouwrite?

Nokukhanya:IdidverywellIthink.Nowcanwego

eatamhungry.

Mnqobi

Whenwegottothemeetingplace3daysagowe

weregivenmissions.Idon’tknowwhat



Nhlakanipho’steamgotbutwewereseparatedand

givendifferentinstructions.Letmestartfromthe

beginning,wegotthereandfoundourteams

alreadythere.Whenweaskedhowtheygotthere

eachoneofthemapparentlyhadavisitfromthe

commandergivingtheminstructionstobehere

todayifnottherewouldbeconsequences.Sothat’s

howtheygotthere,ourteamhastwomissionsone

wearedonewithandonourwaybacktoSA.We

hadtokilloneofRussianarmygeneralsforwhat

wedon’tknowbutthat’snotsurprisingbecausewe

onlygetTheWhoandnotthewhy.Sowedidwhat

wehadtowhichwasnotasdifficultaswethought

itwouldbesincewehavebeenoutofthegamefor

solong.Iguesstheprogramtheyusedonusstill

works,nowtothesecondmissionthatIpersonally

love,wehavetofindawaytoinfiltratetheLuthuli

Corp.Isluckonmysideorwhat?Sowehaveto

infiltratefindtheircorporatesecretsanddestroy.

thenicethingagainaboutthismissionisthatthe

clientdoesn’tcarehowmanyyearsittakebutheor

shewantstoseeLuthulidownandout.Ifeelsorry

fortheguybecauseitseemsthistimehismessed



withthewrongpersonandwithmoneytoobecause

nooneintheirrightmindwouldbewillingtospend

somuchmoneyandtimejusttodestroyhim.See

thisoneisinterestingandwillbenefitmetooin

business.Ijusthopemybrotherisokaywherever

heisbutuntilthen.Letthegamesbegin.

Keepsharing

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:40]Tate:TheLight

Insert6

Khangelani

ThreemonthshaspassedwithnojobandnowI

havenochoicebuttogobacktowhatIusedtobe.

Mydaughterhasstartedhighschoolandispartof



someprogramforgirls.Idon’tlikeitonebitbutshe

seemstobeenjoyingitthere,Ihatethefactthat

shehastobetreatedlikesomecharitycasewhen

shehasafather.Imaynotbeherbiologicalfather

butmybeastlikesherandImustsaythatIdon’t

justlikeherbutIloveher.She’smydaughterand

mysanity.Iwokeupearlytodayamgoingtothe

hideouttoclaimbackwhat’smine,whatpissesme

offaboutthiswholethingisthatIhavetoborrowa

car,leavethatIhatethefactthatSizwehasletmy

legacygodownthedrainlikethis.NowIhavetoget

thereanddodamagecontrolbecausenowit’snot

justmetothinkaboutbutmydaughter.Iwantto

givePortiathebestlifehastooffer,Iwantherto

forgetthelifeshecouldhavehadwithherfather

andenjoyheryouthwithnoworryaboutwhatwe

willeattomorrow.WehavebeenstrugglingandI

hatethefactthatshehastoeatpapandcabbage

almosteverydayandgotoschoolwithouthaving

breakfastbecauseIcan’tprovideforher.Shesays

sheunderstandsbutIdon’t,thisisnotthelifeI

wantgiveherhenceamgoingback.Myneighbor

borrowedmehiscar,hewascomingfromnight



shift,heworksforalogisticscompanyandweget

alonefinethroughsoccerbecausewefavorthe

sameteam.AfterdressinginblackIgetintothe

vrrrrphaanddriveoutinhighspeedafter30

minutesIgetthereandscanmyfingertothe

scannerandthegateopens.“fuckersdidn’teven

changethesecuritysystem,nowondertheother

gangsseethemasaplacetoshiton”Idroveinand

whenIwenttoparkinmyspotIseeSizwe’s

mustangthereandIdrovetoanotherspotandpark.

Getinsideandshookmyheadindisappointment,

nooneiswatchingthedamncamerasmeaning

thereisnooneinthecontrolroom.Iscanmyeye

andthedooropensandIcomefacetofacewitha

bunchofgunspointingatme.

Lani:IfIwastheenemyyouallwouldbedeadby

now.(Isaycalmly)

Sizwe:Lookmanweareinthemiddleofsomething

andwedon’thavetimetochatsopleaseleave.

Lani:Mmmmsoyoumeantotellmethatyouare

onlytryingtocomeupwithsomethingnowwhen

thedamageisalreadydone,justhowpatheticare



you?

Sizwe:YouDon’tleadthisgangLanisoyouhaveno

righttocomehereandinsultme.

Lani:Orwhathuh?

Sizwe:Leaveman,youknowtherules,youareout

andyoujustviolatedtheagreement.

Gora:EyiSizwengikhathelengalamasimbakho

mshana(Sizweamtiredofyourshitman)letBozza

insothatwecanstartworkingonmakingmoney

andgettingourturfsback.

Sizwe:Who’ssideareyouonGora?(hewas

startingtofumewithanger)

Gora:Thesidethatwillbringmemoneyandgain

mebackmyrespect.LookSizweIunderstandyou

havebeeninthegameforalongtimeandyouare

goodatstrategizingbutyounotLaniman.Youare

notmeanttoleadbuttobebehindthescenes

workingyourmagic.

Sizwe:Isthathoweveryonefeels?LikeIamnot

meanttolead?



Nyezi:Wazewoborabo,yhiningawewakhuluma

ngathiuwuthekenimanje?(youaresoboring,why

areyoutalkinglikeawomannow?)thisisnot

personalSizwesokhumalothisisbusinessand

latelywehaven’tbeenmakinganymoneyinstead

wespendtimedefendingandprotectingourselves.

ThatisnotthecobrasIknow.

Gora:Youarerightmanwearenolongerfeared

nowpeopletreatuslikepusses.Idon’twanttobe

somesmalltimegangsinginginmytimeIusedto

befeared.

Lani:ENOUGH!!Sizwesokhumalowhatmadeyou

thinkthatamheretobegyoupeopletotakeme

back,whoownsthecobras,whoownsthat

companythatfeedsyounowsinceyouarenot

makingmoney.

Sizwe:YoumightownitKhangelanibutaslongas

youarenotinthegangyouhavenoclaimoverany

ofthis.Yourfatherswillisclearaboutthat.

Lani:WellthenGorapreparemywelcomeforIhave

cometoclaimwhat’smine.FromnowonIwant



eachandeveryoneofyoubacktoyournormal

dutiesorifyoufeeldifferentlyaboutthatpleasedo

waitformetosortyououtwithaproperposition.(I

pausedandlookedaroundandpeoplestarted

leavingonebyonegoingtotheirposts.Thatmade

mesmilebecauseitonlymeantonethingLaniwas

stillfearedandthat’sallIeverwanted)nowthatis

outofthewayGorawhosawitfittostartcalling

peoplebytheirnamesinhere.

Gora:Thenewleader

Nyezi:YhoYhoYhokizonyiwaonce(hesaidwitha

creepysmileonhisfaceandlaughedalittle.Nyezi

hasalwaysbeenafanofLaniandLanilikeshim

becauseheboostshisego)

Lani:Howcanyouallbesostupid?Didyouforget

thatyouhavefamilies?Gorahaveyoueverheard

mecallyoubyyourname?

Gora:Nobozza

Lani:Nyeziwhataboutyou?

Nyezi:Nuh



Lani:SowhyamIhearingyoupeoplecallingeach

otherbyname,whathappenedtothenamesyou

gotwhenyoujoined?Transi(Sizwelookedupwith

somuchangerbutsalutedanywaywithhis

signaturesign.WecallSizweTransibecause

logisticsandstrategiesarehisthing.Youcando

whatyouwanthaveatightasssecuritybuthe

alwaysfindsawayinandout)

Lani:Poison!(Thatismymanthequietandeverso

dangerousLakhe,themancanpoisonyouwithout

eventouchingyou.Hewearsaring,youcan

mistakeitforaweddingringbutnuhfamthatring

haspoisonthatcankillyouinamatterof5

seconds.Healsostandsandsaluteswithadanger

signgavaar)

Lani:Knives!(thatismymostfearedguywellafter

meandGoraofcoursehisnameBanele.Other

gangscallhimthesilentkillerbecausewhenhe

killshedoesn’tmakenoicebutleaveamass.When

hethrowsaknifehethrowstokillandhenever

misses.Hestandsupandsalutesmewithapanga)

Lani:Snakes!(hestandsupwithabigmamba



aroundhisneckandmakesthesound“tsssss”as

hissalute,hisnameisMayibongwe)

Lani:Gora(hestandsupstraightwithhissignature

look,handsheldinfront,headbowed,legsslightly

partedseriouslookthatcommandsrespect.His

nameisMbuso)

Lani:Buttons(hestandsupwithaniPhadinhand,

earpieceonhisearandacapfacingtheback.He

justholdsapeacesingintheairandgoesbackto

whathedoesbest,hackingandallthingscomputer.

HisnameisMawakheourtechguy)

Lani:NowthatIknowyourememberwhoyouareI

wanteachoneofyouontheirtoesandgetme

everythingyoucanlayyourhandsonaboutthese

cockroachesinfestingmyroutesandterritories.

andpleasedonotandImeandonotmakemecall

theEnforcers.(theyallscatter)

-TheEnforcersarethesecretteamsthatmydad

madesurenooneknewofnotevenme.Butweall

haveheardthestoriesaboutthemandhow

dangeroustheyare.Whymyfatherputthemunder



someoneelse’sleadershipbeatsme.Butallofour

peopleknowambossbuttheconditionisthatI

havetobeinthegangleadingthecobraslikemy

fatherwantedorIleaveandhavenothing.Thatguy

evenhadthegutstosayinhiswillthathisnot

goingtoletamanwithragingteenagehormones

destroyhislegacy.SothatiswhyIhadtoleave

everythingIconsideredminewhenIdecidedto

leave.Enoughaboutthatnowit’stimetoputmy

houseinorderoroneofthesedayswewillwakeup

withnothinginournames)

Nhlakanipho

OnthatdayweweresenttoDenverColoradointhe

UnitedStates,theministerofdefensewastobeat

hisdaughter’sweddingandweweretokidnaphis

daughter.Wedidthejobbutclearlywewereso

goodthatwegotamissiontostealbackanuclear

weaponfromtheweaponsdepartment.Nowthatis

donewejustcameoutabriefingandImustsayI



don’tlikemynextmission.Idon’tunderstandwhat

thegeneralisuptobecauseourcommandergets

hisordersfromthegeneralsometimesandhedid

saythatthiscamestraightfromhim.Nooneknows

theGeneralincludingthecommanderbutImust

saythatthemanisfearedandontopofthatIthink

hesmokessomestrongweedngeke.Somy

missionorshallIsayourmissionistokeepaneye

onMnqobi’steamapparentlytheyhavean

importantmissiontheyhavetocarryoutandwe

havetobeonthelookouttomakesurethatthey

don’tmessitup.NowhowdoIlookmybrotherin

theeyeandnottellhimthatamsenttospyonhim?

Tomakemattersworseorwhatwillmakematters

worseisiftheyfuckedandwehavetostepin.See

whyIdon’tlikethismission?Andwhywouldthe

generalsuddenlynottrustMnqobi’steamtodothis

missionandsucceedliketheyalwaysdo,ordid

theymessupontheirlastmission.Ihavesomany

questionsyetnoanswersnotevenalittle.Ihope

andpraytheydon’tfuckup.



Continuetoshare.

#MaMoloi
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Insert7

Khulekani

Thetimehascomeforustoattackandthemost

beautifulpartofitallisthatthosefuckersdon’t

knowthatamback.Wesentsnitchestoinform

themthatthecobrasareplanninganattack.Ohyes

wehaveallsortsofpeopleworkingforustoget

thingsdonethewaywewant.Seethesnitchesgive

othergangsinformationwewantthemtohaveand

yestheinformationwouldberightbuttheyalways

actthewaywewantthemto.Sooursnitchtoldus

thattheywerenotfazedthatwewereaboutto

attackbecausetheydidn’tseeathreatatallsince



theyhavebeenattachingusandgettingawaywith

it.Amsureevennowtheythinkthattheywillwin

butwhattheydon’tknowisthatthecobrasareback

infullforce.Goramadesuretheguysarein

position,thisguylikeslookinggoodsomuchthat

evenwhenwegoformissionstheguywouldbe

wearingblackjeans,timberlandblackboots,black

T-shirtandablackbikerjacketthenontheheadhe

willeitherhaveablackcaporablackbandana.

Niggerbelookingsogoodlikehisgoingonadate

onlytogetthosethingsdrenchedinblood.AtfirstI

thoughthewashedthosethingsonlytofindout

thatthemanhasaseparatewardrobefullofthose

things.WhatawomanthingtodobutwhenI

mentionedithesimplytoldmethatlookinggood

andtakingcareofyourselfisnotawomanthingbut

asanehumanthing.Theniggerinsultedmesowell

thatIdidn’tevenrealizethatIwasinsulteduntilI

thoughtaboutit,theniggercalledinsanebutina

nicewaythatmademelaughwhenIcaughtonto

theinsult.Igotallmythingsbackincludingmycars

andall.Sonowamwaitingformybabygirltocome

backfromschoolsothatIcantakeherout



shoppingthenlaterongoformymissionthen

duringtheweekmovebackintomyhousein

La’Lucia.Damnshe’sgoingtoloveit,Ijusthope

shedoesn’taskmetoomanyquestionsbecauseI

don’tknowifIcanlietoher,don’tgetmewrongI

grewupbeingtaughthowtolieperfectlyandamso

goodatitthatitcomesnaturallybutwithmygirlit’s

likethetruthcomesoutofmymouthbeforeIcan

eventhink.RightnowIdon’tthinkIcanwaitany

longeramgoingtopickherupmyself,Iwantthose

whothoughtshewassomecharitycasetoseethat

shehaseverythingincludingafatherthatlovesand

caresforher.IgetintomyX5anddriveout,Ican’t

pickupmygirlinasportcarlikeamgoingfora

mission.Amdrivinginabraggingkindofspeed,am

pickingupmyreasonforlivingafterallpeoplemust

seeandthosewhocaretolookmust.Thosewho

caretotalkpleasedobecauseKhangelaninowhas

someonehecaresabouthisweakness,youknow

myfatheralwayssaidthatmyweaknesswouldbea

womanbutIdidn’tthinkhemeantitthiswayPortia

makesmefeeltheloveofafather,makesmewant

todomore,changefortheBetter,shegivesmea



purposefarabetterlifethanleadingthecobras.

Theydon’tknowyetthatIhaveadaughteronly

Goraknows,thatisonlybecauseit’shisjobasmy

righthandmantoknoweverythingthereistoknow

aboutmesothathecanprotectme.Imeanhowdo

youthinkIgotawaywithkillingsomanypeople?

Goramakesthingshappen,ourconnectionsatthe

station,thearmythebanksyounameit,Goraitthe

gotoguy.Igettotheschoolandtheschoolisjust

comingoutandkidsdon’tpassbywithoutlooking

atthecarstandingattheirgate.Somestopand

theyarejuststandingthere,amsuretoseewhoam

heretopickup.Shit!Ijustrealizedthatmybaby

hasthatprogramthingofhers,letmegoinandget

herbecauseshewillonlyfinishanhourfromnowif

Idon’tgetherandthatmeansIwouldbelate

gettingtothewarehouse.Igetoutofthecarand

lockit,walktowardsthegateandthecaretaker

askswhoamhereforandItellhimandhepoints

metowheretheprogramistakingplace.Iwalk

thereandIseetwofemaleteachersandtheystop

talkinganddrooloverthischarcoalspecimenofa

man.AmdarkyesbutIbelievethatIhavethatthing



ladiesgocrazyfor,don’taskwhatbecauseIdon’t

know,amsayingitbecausetheyalwaysdothis.I

greetthemandwalkpassthemgoingtotheclass

andgetinandthisniggeristeachingthemmaths.I

gouptohimandwhisperinhisearandhenods

thenturntotheclassandIdothesamemybaby

girlhasthislookonherfacethatIcan’tdescribe.

Heaskedhertopackherstuffandthathewillsee

hertomorrow,thedevilistestingmehere,thefool

issmilingatmybabylikethat,ifheknowswhat’s

goodforhimhebetternottrymenotwithmybaby

girlorhewon’tlivetosmileatanyoneelse.Mybaby

getsupandwewalkout,Ihaveherbaginmyhand

andshehasherarmhookedaroundmywaistand

amlovingthefeeling.Wepassthetwoteachers

andtheystopher.

Teacher:HaiboKhanyawhoisthisbabyphelawe

don’twantyougettingkidnappedrightinsideour

school.(Ilookatthiswomanwhoissupposedto

beaddressingPortiabutlookingatmethewhole

time)

Nokukhanya:ThisismyfatherMam,dadmeetMrs



JolamyEnglishteacherandMrsNdlovumyarts

teacher.(myheartmeltsatthementionofdadthat

Ididn’tevenhearwhatshesaidthesewomenwere.

Shecalledmeherfatherpeople,nowthisisabig

responsibilityandcan’taffordtofailher)

Khnagelani:Nicetomeetyouladies

Teacher:Likewise(respondstheonewho’sbeen

lookingatmewithbedroomeyes)

Khangelani:Iwouldlovetostayandchatbut

unfortunatelymybabyandIhavesomewheretobe.

Teacher:It’sokaywewillseeyoutomorrowbaby

Nokukhanya:Okaybye(weleaveandoutthegate

thenpressthekeytoopenthecarandshestops

midwayandlooksatthecarthenbackatme)

Nokukhanya:Dad(shediditagainpeople,she

calledmedadagain)

Khangelani:Yesbaby

Nokukhanya:What’sgoingon?

Khangelani:Amtakingmybabyshopping,nowhop

inIdon’thavealldayyounglady.(shedoesastold



andIgotomysideandgetin,Idriveout)

Khangelani:Howwasschool?

Nokukhanya:Wasokayamhungrythough.

Khangelani:Wannaeatfirstbeforeshopping?

Nokukhanya:Yesplease.

Khangelani:Wherewouldliketoeat?

Nokukhanya:Let’sdoMcDonalddrivethroughI

can’twaitlongforfood.

Khangelani:Asyouwish(shegettoadrivethrough

sheordersandIpay,wegotothenextwindowand

collectherorderthendriveoutwhilesheeats.See

mybabygirlisquietwhenshehungrywenawaittill

she’sfullandyouwillhearhertalkyourheadoff)

Nokukhanya:Sodad..(therewego)who’scaris

this?

Khangelani:Oursbaby

Nokukhanya:Didyougetajob?

Khangelani:Youcouldsaythat(pleasedon’task

morequestions,Isayinmyhead)



Nokukhanya:CanIhaveyourhandpleasedad,I

wanttoholditwhileyoudrive.

Khangelani:Yhooaveuthandaukuthandwa(Yhoo

youlikebeingloved.Igivehermyhandanyway,

sheholdsitforawhileandkeepsquiet.Thesmile

shehadwhenIwasteasingherisnowgoneand

worrywashesovermeandIpanicalittle)

Khangelani:Babywhat’swrong?

Nokukhanya:Youwentbackdidn’tyou?

Khangelani:Backwherebaby?

Nokukhanya:Comeondadyoucan’tpossiblythink

youcanlietomewiththisgiftIhave.(IdidsayI

can’tlietoherandnowIthinkhergifthasalotto

dowithit)

Khangelani:YesbabybutonlybecauseI

wanted...(shecutsmeshot)

Nokukhanya:YouwantedtoprovideformeIknow.

Khangelani:Areyoumadatme?Youknowfor

goingback.

Nokukhanya:Nodadamnotmad,Ijustwishthings



weredifferentbutIunderstand.

Khangelani:Thankyoubaby(shesmilesandmy

heartiscontent)

-Wegettothemallsheshopsuntilshe’stiredand

thenmakesmecarryhertothecartogetherwith

hermillionbags.Sheclaimsherfeethurtandshe

can’twalkanymore.Idon’tknowwhatwitchcraftis

thatbutIcarryheranywaywithpeoplelookingat

melikeamcrazycarryinganoldpersonlikethis

one,oraretheylookingatherforabusingme?I

don’tknow.Wedrivehomeandshefallsasleepon

theway,Igethomeparkandtakeherbagstoher

roomandgobackandcarryherintothehouse.

WhenIplaceherinbedshewakesup.

Nokukhanya:Youshouldhavewakenmeupdad.

Khangelani:Youaretiredbabyrest.

Nokukhanya:Letmetakeoffmyuniformfirst.

Khangelani:NorestIwillironthenewoneforyouto

weartomorrow.

Nokukhanya:Okay.



Khangelani:Mmmbaby,Iwon’tbehometonightbut

therewillbesomeonejustoutsidethegatetomake

sureyouareokayandnowyouhaveyournew

phoneyoucancallmeatanytimeyoufeelunsafe

andIwillcomerunning.

Nokukhanya:Iwillbefinedad,besafe.

Khangelani:IwillbefinebabyandIwillbehere

beforeyougotoschoolandIwillevendropyouoff.

Nokukhanya:Okay.

Ileaveherroomandgogetheruniformandironit

forherthentookabathandwhendoneandreadyI

leaveheranoteanddriveout.Amleavingwitha

happyheartbecauseImademybabyhappytoday.

Igettothewarehouseanddothenecessary

securitychecksanddrivein.Theguysarethereand

theylookreadyforaction.Snakeshashissnake

aroundhisneck,thatthingishugeIdon’tknowhow

thisguycarriesitaroundlikethatallthetime.

Lani:Gorawegood?



Gora/Mbuso:Wegoodtogoboss.

Lani:Thepolice?

Gora/Mbuso:Ourguysknowtostayoutofourway

tonightsowegoodtogo.

Grinder/Nyezi:Yeahwegoodtogoexceptforthis

foolcarryingaroundahugesnakelikeawizard.

Snakes/Mayibongwe:Whenhaveyoueverseenme

goonamissionwithoutmybabyhere?

Grinder/Nyezi:Baby,thatthing?Youareareal

wizard,bossIsayweburythisonewiththeenemy

tonightngekephelauyasiloyalomuntu(nomanhis

bewitchingusthisone)Ilaughalittle,Nyezimay

jokearoundbuthisbrutal.

Lani:Positions?

Grinder/Nyezi:Uyazibozayamiminangihlezi

nginaweangazingalezithipha(youknowbossam

alwayswithyouIdon’tknowaboutthesefools)

Transi/Sizwe:YoumeanyouwanttobenexttoLani

sothatyoucankeeponlaughingannoyingly.Idon’t

evenknowwhat’sfunnyaboutpeopledying.



Grinder/Nyezi:Ushokubuyigwalaelingamelanj

negazikodwaukulebizinisi(yousaythatbecause

youareacowardthatcan’tstandbloodyetyouare

inthiskindofbusiness)

Transi/Sizwe:Mxmuyislima(youstupid)

Knives/Banele:Canwegonow?

Poison/Lakhe:Notuntilwedothetradition

Buttons/Mawakhe:LetsgettoitthensothatYou

cangetgoingmyfingersareitchyalready.

Poison/Lakhe:HereletsdrinktothereturnofLani

Them:TothereturnofLani(theyraisetheirshots

intheairanddrankup)

Gora/Mbuso:Tospillingbloodandmakingmoney.

Lani:Youlovemoneywena

Gora/Mbuso:Iwon’tdenythat

Buttons/Mawakhe:GuysleavenowcomeonIneed

someaction.

Transi/Sizwe:Likeyougetanysittingbehindthat

screen.



Buttons/Mawakhe:Igetplentyofitbelievemeor

youguyswouldbelongdeadifitwasn’tforme.

Lani:Okayenough!Nowlet’sgotgetthem.

Snakes/Mayibongwe:Tssss

Grinder/Nyezi:Hakunyiweonce

-wemakeourwayoutofthewarehouseandinto

ourcarsanddriveout.

Keepsharing

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:42]Tate:TheLight

Insert8

Mnqobi



Ihavebeenstrugglingwithgettingmyguysin

LuthuliCorpbecausetheguyhastopoftheclass

securityandbackgroundchecks.Sonowwestill

busybuildingairtightprofilesformyguyssothat

whentheyfinallygointheyarenotsuspected.We

wanttheminsideasemployeesbecauseouthere

likethiswewon’tevergetZwelethuLuthuli.My

phoneringswhileIhavemyheadburiedintomy

worktryingtorunbothMybusinessandgettingmy

teaminplace.Ilookatmyphoneandit’sdark,kanti

who’sphoneisringing?Iignoreitandkeepworking

untilithitmemysecondphoneshit!Ipickup

immediatelyaftertakingitoutofthedrawer.

Convo:

Mnqobi:Yah

Voice:Japanintwodays

Mnqobi:Mission?

Voice:KilltheyoungestYakuzabrother

Mnqobi:Shit!!Weneedproperplanningbecausewe



can’tjustwaltzintotheYakuzaterritory.

Voice:Sincewhendoyouquestionyourorders?

Mnqobi:Amnotquestioningthemamjustsimply

sayingthatweneedafullproofplan.

Voice:Thengetitinorderbutyourteamshouldbe

inJapanintwodays

Mnqobi:But...shit!Hecutthecall.

-NowIdon’tknowhowthisguythinksifheeven

thinksatall.HowdoyousendpeopletotheYakuza

territorywithoutafullproofplan?TheYakuza’swill

haveourheadsamtellingyou.Ineedmyteamto

strategize,Idon’tevenknowwhatkindofclient

wouldwanttomesswiththeJapanesenotjustany

JapanesebuttheYakuzafamily.Peoplehavea

deathwishamtellingyou.WhatamIsaying?We

willdiefirstbeforetheyevengettotheclient.Shit!

Shit!ShitIsaybangingmyfistsonthetable.

Nhlakanipho:Whathasthetabledonetodeserve

suchbrutaltreatment?(Ilookupandtherestand



mybrotherbythedoor.IsmileasIseehim,am

happyhisaliveandwell.Whichmeanshismission

wasasuccessphelaweholdourbreathseachtime

wegoonmissionswonderingiftheotherwillcome

backaliveiftheycomebackatall)

Mnqobi:Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Nhlakanipho:Longenoughtoknowthatyouare

frustrated.What’sup?

Mnqobi:Wehavebeengivenanimpossiblemission.

Nhlakanipho:Ourmissionsarealwaysimpossible

what’sdifferentaboutthisone?(Ishakemyhead

thinkingaboutthebiggestriskamabouttotake,a

riskthatcouldendmylifewithoutexperiencing

importantthingsIwantinlikebeingafather

marryingthewomanofmydreams)

Mnqobi:Notthisoneyouseewiththisonethe

chancesofmecomingbackare1in100which

meansthat99%ofthatmeansIcouldbedead.

Nhlakanipho:Don’ttalklikethatman,youknowI

needyou,theparentsneedyouandyourwife.



Mnqobi:Imightjustletmyselfdieifyouaregoing

tocontinuetalkingaboutNomalanga.

Nhlakanipho:OkayfineIwon’ttalkabout

Nomalangabutwhatisyourmotto?

Mnqobi:Whatdoesthatgottodowiththis.

Nhlakanipho:WhatisyourmottoMnqobi?

Mnqobi:Sometimesevilisgoodinacountrywitha

lotofbadpeople.

Nhlakanipho:Nowtakethatwithyouandgokick

ass.

Mnqobi:Thanksman,butifIdon’tcomebackyou

knowwhattodo.

Nhlakanipho:It’snotyourtimeyetsoIwon’thave

todothat.(Ishakemyheadatmylittlebrother

tryingtocheermeup)

Mnqobi:Uyakhulangiyabona(yougrowingupIsee)

it’sonlyamatteroftimebeforeIBabagetsyou

yourownNomalanga.

Nhlakanipho:Yaziukuthiningathingilebeleitest

ekemelengilifundele(youknowwhatIforgotatest



Imuststudyfor)

-Ilaughedashepackshisstuffgettingreadyto

leave.

Mnqobi:Balekaakunandabakodwangeke

wambalekelauMagebanoSmangele(runit’sfine

butyoucan’trunfromMageba(Father)and

Smangele(Mother).

Nhlakanipho:Akunandabangiyekelengibaleke

okwamanje(thatdoesn’tmatterletmerunfornow)

-Ilaughoutloud,hisanidiot

Mnqobi:Uyislimamfana(youareanidiot,Icalled

afterhim)

Nhlakanipho:Akunandaba(itdoesn’tmatter)he

answerswhilewalkingawayandIgettomyoffice

andclosethedoor)

-Ihavetocomeback,ifnotformyparentthenfor

Nhlakanipho.FuckwehavetobedodgingtheFBI

andInterpolyetagain.Weonthewantedlistnot

justbutanylistbutthemostwanteddangerous

criminalsintheworld’smostwantedlist.Obviously



theydon’tknowwhowearebuttheyknowofus.

Onemistakewegetcaughtwewillmake

internationalnewsevenourlovedonewouldhear

ofourdeathsfromthenews.Thebusinessweare

isshitItellyouandwedidn’tchooseitbutitchose

us,imagineSmangelehearingfromthenewsthatI

diedYhooshewillfaintthengetangryandwantme

therewithhersothatshecankillmeherselfthen

gobacktobeingsadandhurt.Wellyoumightthink

amexaggeratingbutmymotherispsycholikethat.

SoIhavetocomebackormyfatheristheonewho

willdiekilledbySmangeleofcourseandfinallythe

leachNomalangawillgobacktowhereshecomes

fromwithhertailbetweenherlegssies.Butnope

amnotdyingjustyet,welliftheYakuza’sdecidesto

belenientiftheycatchus.WhatamIsayingexactly?

Thoseguysknownomercy.Amdead!

Khangelani

Wegettothefirstgangandtheyarereadyforusby



thelookofthingsbecausethemomentwepulled

uptherewasmovementalloverthenbulletsrained.

Ilookedatthemastheypouruswitharainof

bulletsandamprayingtheydon’thitmyfavoritecar

becausethatwillpissmeofftothecore.Itgoes

quietandIknowthattheirfirstroundofbulletsis

finishedandtheyarenowloadingthesecondround.

Myguysareoutoftheircarsliketheyarebeing

chasedbysomething,Ismileastheothergang

startfallinglikefliesontheground.Buttonsislikea

beeinourearstellinguswheredangerisandmy

guysmoveliketheyareshowingoffandam

thinkinghowinthehelldidtheygetrobbedbythese

guysinthefirstplaceiftheycanstillmovelikethis.

Couldweperhapshaveamoleinourmist,Ipush

thatthoughttothebackofmyheadbecauseit’s

timeformetogetoutnowIneedtheirleader,Scar!

IknowheforgotwhoIamforhimtocomeformy

teamlikethis.Igetoutofthecarandmydogsare

rightbymyside,that’sGoraandGrinder.Iturnto

themandnodmyheadaswemoveforward.

Buttonstellsusthatoneofthemisrunninginside.



Lani:HowmanyareinsideButtons?

Buttons:It’s6includingtheonethatjustranin.

Gora:Ithinkit’sonlyScarandhisguardsleftin

there.

Lani:Thenthatmeansonething.Buttontellthe

guystomoveoutit’smytimenow.(Buttonsdoes

astoldandmyguyscomeoutandstandinarowin

frontofthewarehouselikesoldiers.Theirgunson

theside,shouldersbackandheadsheldhigh.They

alwaysdothiswhenamabouttogetintofinishoff

themission,it’slikeatributetoLani.Iwalkinwith

thetwobesidesmeandfollowthedirections

Buttonsisgivingmethroughtheearpiece.WhenI

openthedoorabulletpiercethroughmyshoulder

wakingupLaniimmediatelyasIgroanlettingouta

haulwithmyheadthrownback.Ibringmyheadto

thefrontandmyeyeslockwithScarandhecurses

underhisbreathlettingoutahurried“Shit!”Before

helooksathisguyswhoalreadydroppedtheirguns

onthefloorshaking.

Lani:Igetintoyourhouseandamwelcomedlikean



intruder,Scarwhatisthatmymanbecauseyouand

Ihadanagreement.

Scar:Hadebrayamiminabengithingizivikelanje

kuphelangobaziningiimvevanelangaphandle.

Yobeskhulusami(SorrymybrotherIwasjust

tryingtoprotectmyselfbecausetherealotof

dangerouspeopleoutthere.Amsorryboss)

Lani:Whatdowedonowaboutmyshoulder?

Scar:Hadehadeboza(sorrysorryboss)

Lani:Youareluckybecauseit’smyfirstdayback

andIdon’twanttoletLanioutbesidesthatIhave

moreimportantmatterstodealwith.Nowsinceam

soreasonableIwillaskyouonlyonequestion

agreed?

Scare:Suresure

Lani:Good,nowwhydidyoucomeaftermyguys

afterIsparedyourlifethelasttime?

Scar:MinamyguyIwasmindingmyownbusiness

whenIwastoldthatthecobrasareupforthetaking.

Lani:Upforthetaking?Whyintheactualfuck



Wouldthecobrasbeupforthetaking?

Scar:Wellwewerealltoldthattheyareweakand

thatyounolongercomingback,weweretoldthat

youaredissolvingthegangbuttheseguysdidn’t

wanttoletgosobyattackingwewantedtoforce

theguystoleavesothatwecantakeover.

Lani:Youkeepsaying“we”whoiswe?

Scar:Alltheganglords(Iwasboilingatthispoint,

whointheirrightmindswouldgobehindmyback

andputthecobrasonaplatelikethat)

Lani:OnelastquestionScarandnofunnybusiness

becausethistimearoundamkillingyou.Whotold

youthis?

Scar:Weweetoldby..(amstillwaitingforhimto

finishwhathissayingwhenhejustkeephismouth

openthenmovehishandtohischestandwhenhe

removesitthere’sblood)

Lani:Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Buttonstellmewherethat

shotcamefromnow!

Gora:Wearebeingtestednow



Lani:GorastopstandingtherelookinggoodIneed

fuckinganswersnow!!(IroaredandGorawentout

inahurry,Ididn’thavetotellGrinderwhattodoas

hehasalreadylinedupScarsguardshisgrinderin

handrunning)

Lani:Doyouknowwhogaveyourbossthat

information?

Guard:Nobossthatdayhewentaloneandwe

heardfromothergangsthattheirbosseswent

alonetothatmeetingnoneofusknow.

Lani:Useless!!Grinder!

Grinder:Sure(hestartedcuttingtheguysheadsoff

asIgooutside.AmpissedfirstbythefactthatLani

didn’tgettofeed,secondlybythefactthat

someoneoutthereputmygangupforgrabs,thirdly

forthemolewemighthaveinourmistandlastlyfor

nothavinganswers.Shit!)

Lani:Youarestillstandingherelikestatueswhen

someoneouttherehasputamarkonyourheads!!

Fuckenscatteraroundandfindmeanswers!!(I

didn’thavetosayittwiceaseachonegotintotheir



carsdrivingoutinhightspeed.Ambeingtested!

Theyarefuckingtestingmenow)

-whenamlikethisIcan’tdrive,Ineedtofeed.Itake

offrunningintotheforestthemoreIrunthemoreI

feelLanitakingover,heneedstofeedandIknow

justwhotofeedon.It’sapitythatLanidoesn’task

questionswhenhislikethis.Amrunningsofastin

theforestjumpingonelogaftertheotherLaniis

hungryandheneedstofeedasinnow.It’sbeen

fouryearsafterallthehungerisunderstandableat

adistanceIseeLunga’shouse.Theguyissofullof

himselfthesedaysbecausehegotintobedwiththe

Colombiansandhethinkshisinvincible,welltodayI

willshowhimthatnoColumbia’sformedagainst

Lanishallprosper.Igetinthroughthebigsliding

doorwhatwasslightlyopenandImatchtowhere

thenoiseiscomingfrom.Hisintheloungeplaying

avideogamewithhisson.Istandbehindthecouch

andhaul,heimmediatelydropsthecontrolsofthe

gameandstandonhisfeet,Idon’tknowhowhis

songotbehindtheothercouchsofastbutIcanfeel

hisfearandhearhisheartbeat.



Lunga:La..Lani(hestutters,good!)

Lani:WemeetagainLungaorshallIsayspear(my

voiceatthispointissomethingImyselfdon’t

recognizeandamavoidinglookingatmyreflection

myallmeanpossiblebecausebythesoundofmy

voiceamnolongerKhangelaniandInolongerhave

controlofLani)

Lunga:I..Ididn’t..doanythingman

Lani:Finebyme(Ipullhimtomesohardthathe

hitsmychestfacefirstandIthrowhimacrossthe

room.HissonscreamsanditirritatesmeasIturn

myheadfasttolookathisdirectionandwhenmy

eyemeethistheypoppedliketheywillcomeoutof

theirsockets.IputIfingerinmymouthsignaling

forhimtoshutup,IhearLungsgroanandIturnand

marchtohim.Idon’twasttimetosinkmyfangs

intohisbareskinandthetasteofhiswarmblood

againmytonguegivesasatisfactionIdeprived

myselfforsolong.WhenIhearhisheartbeatingat

slowratesIknowhisabouttodieandIthrowhim

onthegroundandhelaystherelifelessbutIknow

hisnotdeadbecauseIcanstillhearhisheartbeat



eventhoughit’sslowIcanstillhearit.Imoveto

himandputmyfootonhischestpressinghard

breakinghischestbonesintheprocessandhis

heartstops.Imovethenlookbacktowherehisson

isandhehashishandsonhiseyesandIleaveas

fastasIcame.RunningfasterthanbeforeasLani

nowhasfed,hisstrongerandfasterwhenrunning.I

gettothewarehouseandIthinkButtonssawmeon

thecamerasbecausethegateslidopenandIrunin

andpassoutonthebigcouchtheremeantforme

ondayslikethese.

Ineedtofindoutwhosoldusandwhothemoleis

andfast.

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:42]Tate:Thelight



Insert9

Khangelani

Iwokeupataround4AMandlookedaroundonlyto

findmyselfinthewarehouse,Istoodupandwent

totheshowerandshoweredthenchangedmy

clothes.Alotisonmymindandthiswholethingis

notaddingup.Imeanwhowouldhavebigenough

ballstoputthecobrasonaplatelikethat?Whois

powerfulenoughtodothat?Icrackedmyheadfor

answersbutIgotnone.IwalkedintoButtonswork

stationandhewasgluedonthatthing,hedidn’t

evenhearmeenter.

Khangelani:Anything?

Buttons:Ohyouareawake

Khangelani:Yeah

Buttons:WhodidLanifeedonlastnight

Khangelani:Youtrackedmesoyouknow



Buttons:IdidandIcleanedupyourmesstoo.

Khangelani:Whatdidyoudo?

Buttons:Ireportedabreakinthencalledthekids

mothertoinformheraswell.

Khangelani:Thanksman(seebuttonsisnotonly

ourtechguybuthealsocleansafteruswellafter

Lani.Iamluckytohaveamanlikehimonmyteam,

hisloyaltoLanibecausethat’swhymyfather

broughthimherefor,hehandpickedButtonsbut

don’taskmefromwhereandhealsodoesn’tsay

wherehecamefromandIstoppedasking.But

sincehejoinedhisbeennothingbutloyalandI

appreciatethat.Infactweneedmorepeoplelike

Buttonsintheworldwelivein.)

Khangeni:Wellnowtellmeyougotsomething

Button:Ididandyouwon’tbelievewhatIfound

(fuckIhopeandpraywhoeverdidthishaslife

insurance)

Khangelani:Whatdidyoufind?

Buttons:WellwhatIfoundoutwasthatthe



messagesenttotheotherleaderscamefroman

anonymouspersonbutwhenIdugdeepIfound

thatitwascreatedinthedeepwebthentrackedit

thereandfoundoutthatthesystemusedisthe

exactsamesystemweusebutthedifferenceisthat

weonlyuseitforthereenforcementteam.

Khangelani:FuckIthinksomeoneinthe

reenforcementteamhasgonerogue.

Buttons:That’snotgoodman,Imeanthatteamis

theonethatbringintheinternationalcurrencythe

bigbucksmanwecan’taffordtobeexposed.

Khangelani:IknowthatwhichiswhyIneedyouto

sendamessagetothecommanderthroughour

communicationline.

Buttons:Code?

Khangelani:Bluefornowuntilwefindoutmore.

Buttons:Onit

Seemeandthecommanderofthereenforcement

teamcommunicateviaouronlinechatcreatedin



thedeepweb.Idon’tknowhimfacetofaceandhe

doesn’tknowme.Onlymyfatherknewhimbut

whenhestartedtotrainmehecreatedthatlinefor

ustocommunicate.WhenIaskedtomeethimhe

saidwedon’tneedtoknoweachotherbuteachone

ofusshouldjumpeachtimetheothercallsfor

whateverreason.Hesaidhetoldthecommander

thesamething,evenwhenhediedandleftmethis

teamandamsureheleftthecommanderthe

reenforcementteam.Thelawyerdidmentionthat

hehadtwowillssoIguesstheoneIdidn’tgetisthe

onethecommandergotgivinghimcontrolofthe

team.InmywillIwasonlytoldthatIshouldn’t

worryabouttheteambecauseit’singoodhands.

NowthecodesBluemeanwemightbeunderthreat

thatneedstobeinvestigated,redmeansweare

underattackandneedbackupandblackmeansthe

fedsareontousorinourtrail.Thefedsistheonly

lawenforcementthatwedon’thaveinourbooks

wellInterpolaswell.Buteveryotheragencyweown.

Wellamnotsurewhoownsallnowthatmyfather

diedtheWilldidn’tspecifywhothegeneralisnow.

WellletmegohomeIhaveadaughterIpromisedto



taketoschool.

Mnqobi

WeareinJapanforthemission,wecameinas

touristsbutthewaytheYakuzaguardsand

snitchesarefollowingusaroundandpitchingup

everywherewearemeanstheYakuza’smighthave

caughtwindthatweareherebutsincetheydon’t

knowourfacestheyarekeepinganeyeon

everyonecomingintothecountry.Ifthingscontinue

thiswaywearegoinghomewithoutdoingthe

mission,IdidpromiseNhlakaniphothatIwillbe

comingbackandamkeepingthatpromisewhether

thecommanderandthegenerallikeitornot.YaziI

wonderwhothegeneralisnowthattheotherdied

accordingtothecommanderbutwehavenever

seenhimsohowcanwebelievehedied.Anyway

wewerejusttoldthatnowwehaveanewgeneral

andthatwasit.

Mike:ManIdon’tthinkwewillbeabletopullthis



missionoff.(thatismysecondincommand)

Mnqobi:Iknowbutwehaveneverfailed.Asmuch

asIwanttogohomesafewehavetocompletethis

missionortheotherteamgetourjobandweget

theirs.

Tatenda:Thatwouldbeahugedemotion

Mnqobi:Wedon’tknowthatsincewedon’tknow

whatmissionstheyget.

Mike:Yeahtheymightbegettingbettermissions

thanwedo.

Tatenda:WhatabouttheYakuza’sImeanwecan’t

affordtofuckthismissionupsincewehaven’t

madeprogresswiththeLuthulimission.

Mnqobi:Youright,tonightisourlastchancetoget

thisdone,wedoitattheengagementparty.

Tatenda:Iwascoveruswiththeguardsuniformsto

blendin

Mnqobi:Good!



-wespendtheafternoongoingaroundgettingwhat

wewillneedandofcoursewewerenotgotogether

becausethatwouldhavebeensuspicious.Inthe

eveningwemetatthehotelwebookedthenwent

outtheotherwaysothatthosefollowinguswould

thinkwewerestillinthere.Wewenttosomerun

downmotelandgotdressedthere.Whenthetime

hit10wewentoutTatendawasdrivingacar,me

andtheotherguysgotintomotorbikesandoffwe

went.Wegotthereandsneakedintothecompound.

Thepartyhadalreadystartedwescatteredlooking

forthegirl.Myeyeslendedonherwithherfiancé

rightinfront,Isignaledtheguysandtheyalso

spottedher.Wemovedaroundliketheguardsbut

keptoureyesonher.Isawhergoingthedirection

ofthebathroomandIfollowedhernotmakingitso

obvious.

Mike:Wehavebeenmade!!(shoutedMikebehind

me.Nowamgratefultotheseuniformsbecause

theycoverourfacesleavingonlyoureyesexposed.

WhenMikeyelledwemadeweallstartedrunningto

differentdirectionssothatwekeeptheguardsbusy.



IranthedirectionIwasheadedtoandthegirlcame

out,Igrabbedherandranwithherscreaming

invitingmoreeyesonme.PutIdidn’tcareIhadto

getoutofthere,aguardappearsoutofnowhere

andslicemyarmwithapanga,Iturnaroundand

kickhimwiththegirlslegs.Hestumbledandhithis

headononeofthestatuesandIranagain.Ifeela

stingonmybackbutIdon’tlookback,Irananother

stingcomesIdon’tlookbackstillIrunthenanother

oneandpainshootsthroughmywholebodyandI

feelmybackgettingwetbuttheadrenalinewastoo

muchformetostopbutIcouldfeelsomethingis

stuckinmyback.ItmightbeaknifebutIwilldeal

withitlater)IgottowhereweparkedandIthrow

herintoanalreadyopeneddoorandthecardrives

off.Igottomybikeandstartitanddriveoff.Imade

amistakeoflookingbackandafloodoftheYakuza

manwasbehindus.FearengulfedmeandI

steppedonit.Weseparatedandheadedtothe

airport.IbarelymadetotheairportbecauseIwas

losingbloodandfast,whenIgottherethejetwas

alreadyinmotionwiththeenginerunning.Igotof

thebikeleavingitrunning



Pleasecontinuetoshare
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Mnqobi

Ileftmybikerunningandrantowardsthejetdoor

asthestepswerealreadyfoldedIhadtojumpand

holdontoMikeandTatenda’shandsastheyare

alreadyholdingthemoutcheeringformetorun

fasterbutIcouldn’tIamlosingenergy.Iturned

backandIsawtheYakuza’senteringtheairspace

andthatfueledmetoranfasterusingthelastbitof

energyIhaveleft.Imadeapromisetomylittle

brotherafterallandintendtokeepit.Iranand



jumpedandheldontoMikeandTatenda’shands

andthejetswheelsstartedmovingtheypulledme

injustasthespeedwaspickingup.

Mike:Shityouhaveapangastuckonyourback!

(hesaidholdinghisheadlikehedoesn’t

understandhowImadeitthisfarwiththatthingon

myback.Myotherteammembersarejustquiet

lookingatme.Thegirlisdrinkingchampagnelike

nothinghappened.WellIwouldbelikethattooifI

wasaYakuza.)

Mnqobi:ImadeapromisetosomeonethatI

couldn’tbrake.

Tatenda:NowIunderstandwhyyouweremadethe

leader(Iwashearingthembutnotclearlyam

losingenergy)

Mike:Canweremoveit?

Tatenda:Nobecauseifwedothenhemightdiehis

alreadylostsomuchbloodwejusthavetomake

surethathelivesuntilwegetoutofYakuzaterritory.

Mike:Sure.



ThewholeflightfromJapantojoburgIhavebeenin

andoutofconsciousnessandeachtimeamoutof

itIseesomeoneIdon’tknowbutthisisthemost

beautifulwomanIhaveeverseenifmymomwas

nomoreIwouldsaythatthewomanwasherbutI

stillhaveamotherandhadnosisterswhocould

thiswomanbeandwhatdoesshewant.EachtimeI

seehershejustsmilesatmeandthentellsmethat

it’sgoingtobealright.Hereyesarewelcoming,

warmanddangerous.Youmightbeaskingwhatam

talkingaboutbutwiththatkindofwomandangeris

notfaroff.Iwonderwhosheisandwhatdanger

shebringsintomylife.

ThembekaZwide(MaTee)

Forthelast2daysIhavebeengettingmessagesin

aformofaletter,someofthesemessagescomein

themailtheyareputamongmymail.Thefirstletter

read“Ihavebeenwatchingyougrowwithmy



moneyandnowit’stimetopayl”nowwiththisone

Ididn’tpayattentionbecausetheguysIstolefrom

nevercameafterme.Thenthesecondonewas

twodaysagoandit’ssaid“stopchasingafter

marriedmenwhileyoursneedsattention.Payup

Thembeka”seethisonefreakedmeout,thisperson

knowsmeandIdon’tknowhowmuchheknows

aboutme.Whatdoesheevenmeanwhenhesays

mymanneedsattention,whothehellisthatman?

ThentodayIreceivedanotherwithapictureofhuge

man,IsayhugebecausenoSouthAfricanbrother

isthattall,broadshouldersandall.Themanlooks

likegod,aspecimenofaman,Ilookerandnotonly

thatbuthescreamsdanger.Ihavebeeninthis

businesslongenoughtoknowamanwitheyesas

coldashisisnosaint.Ifinishoffgettingreadyand

getintomycaranddriveofftotheschoolbecause

wearepreparingforamathcampsoIhavetobe

early.Thiscampwillthebesttimetogetthisman,

marriedornotamgettinghim.Thegiantcanwait.

Zwelethu



MybabyisdoingwellandIintendtokeepitthat

way.Thatismyheirpeople,LuthuliCorpwillbe

nothingwithoutanheirandthisbabyisexactly

that’syesthepregnancyhascomplicationsandwe

havetobeatthedoctorseveryweektomakesure

hisokay.Myonlyworryisthecompany,yesweare

doingwellbutIdon’tknowforhowlongsincewe

haven’tlandedorgottennewbusinessinmonths

now.Howevertheclientsthatwehaveare

sustainingus,thingsmustjustcontinuethisway

untilmybabyisborn.Amworkingfromhomeso

thatIcanattendtomylady’sneeds.

Esihle:Babe

Zwelethu:Yeslove

Esihle:Didyoueverfindoutwhatbecameof

Nokukhanya?

Zwelethu:No(Ihateitwhensheasksmeabout

peopleinmypastNokukhanyatomeisdeadjust

likehermother.NxthewomanfailedmeafterI

lovedandsupportedherforsolongandthenshe



goesandrepaysmebygivingmeadaughter?What

canadamndaughterdoformylegacybesides

givingitawaytosomemanshewillmarryoneday)

Esihle:Yougettingangrywhatareyouthinking

about.?

Zwelethu:NothingbutIwouldappreciateitifyou

nevermentionthosepeopletomeeveragain.

Esihle:Withpleasurebaby.Nowlet’sgoeatfoodis

ready

Zwelethu:Pleasedon’ttellmeyoucooked(:she

doesn’tlistentodoctorsordersthisoneandIswear

ifshelosesmysonIwillkillher.Thisismyonly

chanceatgettinganheirandIwillbedamnedifI

letshertakeitawayfromme)

Esihle:NoIdidn’tcookourhelpdid

Zwelethu:Goodnowletsgoeat.

Pleasecontinuetoshare
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Thembeka(MaTee)

It’sdaytwoofthecampandIhaveinvitedMr

Bolsicktocomehavedinneratmychaletwithme.

Amdonecookingandnowit’stimetotakeabath.I

ranthebath,putinmybathsaltsjustsomybody

canrelaxandbereadyforaction.It’sbeenawhile

sinceIhadsomeandIwouldbedamnedifIdon’t

getsomeofCirhatoday.YesIhavemyregular

hookupsbuttheyarenothingtomejusttherefor

theserviceandthat’sit.Itookoutmyredlace

langerewithanicesilkshortredgown,Iplace

everythingonthebedthenwentandsoakedmyself

inthebathtubjustsittingtherethinkingofthe

thingsthatmanwoulddotome.Asmilecreeped



intomyfaceasIimaginemymagicalnightl,my

figureisdoingwonderstomyhips,mylegsonGod

mymomgavemebeautifullegseventhoughshe

lovedd@&kmorethanshelovedmebutokayIwill

gethersomeday.Igotdonedriedmyselfthen

cleanthebath,Iwenttothebedroomandlotioned

makingsureIpayattentiontoeverypart.Iputon

mylangerethenputonsomeblackblockhillsand

catwalkedtothekitchenandwarmedupthefood.

Aknockcameandexcitementrosefromthepitof

mystomachandItriedtocontainmyselfwalkingto

thedoorandopeningit.Thereheisontheother

sideofthedoorGodbayazalaabany’omama(some

womencangivebirth)Bolsickisbeautifulnot

handsomebutbeautiful,longlashesthatweladies

dreamabout,beautifuljuicypinklipsohGodAm

drooling“stopitThembeka!)ireprimandmyself.

Thembeka:Mmmsorrytokeepyouwaiting,you

maycomein.

Bolsick:Thankyou.

Thembeka:Amjustwarmingthefoodsowecaneat,

anythingtodrinksolong?



Bolsick:Idon’tthinkyouhavebeersoChardonnay

woulddo.(amanaftermyheart)

Thembaka:AglassofChardonnaycomingrightup.

(Iwalkedtothekitchenandgothimaglassofwine

andtookittohim.HethankedmeandIwalked

backanddishedoutforusandputhisfoodinatray

andtookittohim.Igavehimhisfoodwithalittle

bowonmykneesjustasmyuselessmothertaught

me.Hesmiled,tookthefoodandthankedmeIwent

backgotmyfoodandsatnexttohim)

Thembeka:SotellmeMrBolsick,whatisyour

nameImeanIcan’tbecallingyouMrBolsicklike

amoneofyourstudents.

Bolsick:Youright,mynameisSimphiwe.

Thembeka:It’ssuitsyou(helaughedandwe

continuedtalkinguntilweweredone.Itookthe

dishesawayandcamebackandsatnexttohim

leaningonhisshoulderalittleandheletme)

Simphiwe:It’slateIshouldleave

Thambeka:Notyet(Irosemyheadalittleand

lookedathimandhelookeddownonme.Isawthat



asachancetokisshimandIdid.Thoselipsare

exactlyhowI’dimaginethemtobe.Hepulledoutof

thekissandstoodup)

Simphiwe:ThambekaIcant(Idroppedthegown

andwalkedslowlytohim)

Thembeka:Why?Ifit’sbecauseyoumarriedI

promiseIwon’tputyourmarriageatrisk.

Simphiwe:It’snotthatandamsureyouknowit.

(hekepthiseyesonmyfacenotlookingatthe

langereIhadon)

Thembeka:Thenwhatisit?

Simphiwe:Tobehonestwithyou,theproblemhere

isnotyoubutme.Thembekayounotthetypeof

womanI’dmessaroundwith.(myheartached)

Thembeka:Whattypeofwomanisthat?

Simphiwe:IfItoldyouthatthenIwouldbeinsulting

yousomehow.Mytypeofwomanmightnotbeyou

butanyothermanwithadifferenttastewouldbe

luckytohaveyou.(hesaidthencameclosertome

andmyheartstartedbeatingfast.“Iknewhewas



playinghardtoget”buttomydisappointmenthe

kissedmyforeheadandleftmethere)whatthe

fuck!!Iranafterhimandcalledhimback,the

gentlemaninhimcouldn’tjustleaveheturnedback

whenhegottomeIgrabbedhimbytheneck

pullinghimclosetomeandkissedhimhardpulling

himinsideandclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Simphiwe:ThembekaamamanandifIdon’tstop

nowIwon’tbeabletocontrolmyself.

Thambeka:Idon’twantyoutocontrolyourself(I

pulledhimbacktothekissandRemoved...)

Mnqobi

Beepingsoundswokemeupfrommydeep

peacefulslumberwithmybeautifullady.Iopened

myeyesandthesmellalreadytellsmethatamat

thehospital.Iamsleepingonmysideandit’s

painfultoo,justhowlonghaveIbeensleepinglike

this?Itrytosleeponmybackbutpainstingsmy

backandshootsthroughmybodyandIjumpedup



cursingundermybreath“fuckithurt”Iheara

chuckleandIturnandit’smybrother.

Nhlakanipho:Soyoudon’tdiewhereyouwereand

decidetocommitsuicideinthehospital.(he

chucklesandthatpissesmeoff)

Mnqobi:Yekelaukusinekauyofanaudokotela

ngiyafazintlungu(stoplaughingandgogetthe

doctoramdyingwithpain)

Nhlakanipho:Hayiuweakbafana!Awufiyile

ekubekelauzobulawayinhlungu(noyouareweak

boy!Youdon’tdiefromwhatlendedyouherebut

youdieofpain)

Mnqobi:Nhlakanipho!!

Nhlakanipho:Okayokayandleaving(hegoesout

laughing.Iknowthisisjustsomesortofcoping

mechanismamsurewhenheheardIwasherehe

shedsometearsbeforecoming.Nhlakaissensitive

eventhoughwewentthroughallthathestill

remainedsensitiveandIthinkit’soneofthe

reasonswhyhewasnevermadealeader.ButIlike

himthiswaybecausethedayhelosesthat



sensitivesideofhimitwouldbetheday

NhlakaniphomybrotherdiesandNhlakaniphomy

enemywouldbeborn.It’snosecretthathisteam

competeswithoursbutwehavebeencivilaboutit

butwhenthatdaycomeamafraidmybrotherwill

beasheartlessasubaba.Myfatherisonlycaring

withmymotherbuttomeandmybrotherhis

somethingelsewhichiswhyIstillbelievetothis

daythatheknewexactlywherewewerewhenwe

wererecruitedandtakenfortraining.Myphone

ringsandIsearchthebedsidetablethatisnextto

mybedandtookitoutofthedrawerandmy

mother’snameflashedonthescreenkaziufunaniu

Smangele)

Mnqobi:Mawami(mymother)

Nomalanga:Mnqobiyimina(Mnqobiit’sme.)My

moodchangedimmediately

Mnqobi:UfunaniNomalanga?(whatdoyouwant

Nomalanga?)

Nomalanga:Sizwilengobutiomncaneukuthi

bakubambeinkunziandusesibhedlelangoba



bekulimazile(weheardfromyourbrotherthatyou

wererobbedandinthehospitalbecausetheyhurt

you)

Mnqobi:Manjewenauhlanganaphinaloka(sowhat

doesthatgotodowithyou?)

Nomalanga:UngumyenjwamiMnqobi

ngiyakhathalangawe(youaremyhusbandMnqobi

andIcareaboutyou)

Mnqobi:Yaziukuthiniangazingikhulumelaninje

nawengobawenangekewayekaukuhlanya.Funa

indodaNomalangauhlukanenami(youknowwhat

Idon’tevenknowwhyamstilltalkingtoyou

becauseyouwillneverstopbeingcrazy.Finda

manNomalangaandleavemealone)Icutthecall

nxthisgirlwillnevergetthepicture.

Pleasekeepsharing

ThembekaZwideonthepicture
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Khangelani

Alothashappenedoverthepast3weeks,mybaby

wentoncampandIwasstillbusyinvestigatingthe

personwhothoughtit’sbesttoputmycobrason

theplate.Thefirstthingwefoundoutwasthatthe

messagewassentviadeepwebbutbuttons

wantedtoseewhosentitsowewenttooneofthe

othergangs,theyactuallygaveusahardtime

becauselikeScarsteamtheythoughtIwasstillout

butintheendwegotwhatwewanted.Nowfrom

thereasButtonswantedthedirectcomputerthe

messagewassenttoforthetracetobeeasier.So

wefoundoutthatthemessagecamefromthe

reenforcementheadquarters.Nowaccordingtomy



knowledgeonlythecommanderoccupiestheoffice

andnooneelsesothismakesmeconfusedand

refusetobelievethatitcouldbehim.Sonowweare

onourwaytoexploretheotherleadthatButtons

foundofasafehouseinSeaPointCliftontobe

exactinCapeTown.IleftforthejetjustafterIhad

droppedoffmybabyatschoolasIhavetobeback

beforeschoolsouttopickherup.Wearrivedhere

justafter10andnowwearedrivingtothesafe

house.Thedrivefromtheairporttothehouseisnot

toolongasthemorningrushhasdieddownand

peoplearealreadyatworkatthistime.Westopat

thebeachasifwegoingforaswimwearingbeach

shortsandvestswithpushins.Wescoutthehouse

foraboutanhourandtheonlyactivitythatisthere

iskidsImeanteenagersgoinginandoutofthe

house.Thiswillbeeasyorwegotthewronghouse,

wellIwouldbelievethatifitdidn’tcomefrom

buttons.WegotothehouseandIknockoneofthe

boysopenandseemsshockedtoseemeatthe

door.

Boy:Sir



Lani:Areyougoingtoletusinoryouaregoingto

standtherewithyoureyespoppingoutofyour

sockets?

Boy:Sorrysirpleasedocomein.(whyinthehellis

thisboycallingmesir,orisitbecauseamolder

thanhimandhedoesn’tknowmyname.Ohwellit

doesn’tmatter)wegetintothehouseandit’snot

whatitseemsontheoutside.Thehouseisa

fortress,differentsecuritysystemsinplace,the

latestmonitoringcameralances,lasersecurity,big

screenTVsdisplayingdifferenttypesofmessages.

Theonelookslikeit’smonitoring...waitwhatthe

fuck?

Lani:Starttalking

Boy:Nickcalltheothersnow!(theboywhoopened

forusorders)

Lani:Youbetternotdoanythingstupidifyouknow

what’sgoodforyou.

Boy:Nonononeversiramjustcallingeveryone

thatworksheresothatyoucanmeetthem.

Gora:Kantiwhathellisgoingonhere.



Poison:Permissiontokill.

Snakes:Andmysnakewantstofeed

Boy:Nonopleasesirwaitforustoexplainplease.

(whiletheboysbeg5moreboystheiragecome

throughthebackrunningbutstopintheirtracks

whentheyseeusorisitme)

Them:Sir(theyallsayinunion,nowamconfused

asfuck)

Lani:Allofyousitdownnow!(theyrushtothe

couchessitandtheireyesdigonthecarpetinfront

ofthem.Imovearoundandsitonthecoffeetable

infrontofthem)Talk!

Boy:MynameisMikeandtheothersare...

Lani:DidIaskforyournameorIsaidtalk?

Sizwe:Whydon’twejustkillthemonce.

Grinder:Uyanyastraightkemanje!Ubulalaingane

manjewena(youtalkshitstraight!Doyoukillkids

now?)

Sizwe:AngikhuluminaweGrinder(amnottalking

toyougrinder)



Grinder:Ngikhulumanawenjeminangoku

izothiwaniindaba?Uyathula,hayikehakunyiwe

oncekemfana(butamtalkingtoyousowhatare

wegoingtodo?Youquiet?thenletshithappen

onceman)

Lani:SHUTTHEFUCKUP!Youstarttalking!(Iwas

gettingfrustratedbytheseguysactinglikekids,

Sizweontheotherhandhasbeenapaininthearse)

Mike:Wearetheoperationsteamofthe

organizationand...(Icuthimoff,Imeanwhatthe

helldoeshemeantheyaretheoperationsteam?

TheyarekidsforGod’ssake!)

Buttons:It’strueLani,thisiswhereyourfathergot

me,Iwastheoldestofthegroup.

Lani:HayinongiyanyelekakemanjeYazibuttons

uyanginyelastraight!Wenausizisalanausazi

ukuthikwenzekanila!(Ohnoyoushittingonme

nowbuttonsyoushittingonmestraight!Youbring

ushereknowingverywellwhat’sgoingonhere!)

Button:HadeBozzamaranamibengingaziwhen

theytookmethesafehousewasnothereitwasin



Pretoria

Nick:Hisrightbutbeforethegeneraldiedhemoved

ussayingnoteamshouldbeinthesameprovince.

Hesaidhewillgiveusthewesterncapewhilethe

reenforcementremainsinJoburgandyouin

Durban.

Lani:Fuck!Nowhowhaveyoubeenoperating

withouthim?Whothefuckhasbeengivingthe

reenforcementtheirmissions?

Nick:Wehave(amdreaming!That’stheonly

explanationforthismadness!Amfucking

dreaming!)

Lani:Whatdoyoumeanwe?

Nick:MikeandIweretaskedtogivemissionstothe

reenforcementteamwhilewealsokeepaneyeon

thecobras.Supplythemwithanythingtheyneed,

wellbothteams.

Lani:OkayIunderstandnowthatmyfatherisdead

wheredoyougetyourmissionsfrom?

Mick:Theclientshavetheirownsiteinthedeep



webwheretheygiveusworkandwedecidelikewe

weretaughtwhichofthereenforcementteamgets

tocompletewhichmission.

Lani:Andthemoney?

Boy:MynameisSaziIhandletheaccounts,money

isscatteredonoffshoreaccountsbutwedohave

enoughinthecountrytoodifferentprovincesand

bankstooandtheyareallunderdifferent

corporationslikeyourteamssharealwaysgoes

throughtheITcompanywhichwealsomanagea

littlebitofsothatthemoneycanbecleanandyou

won’thavetheFBIonyourbackofthehawks.

Lani:Sinceyouknowtoomuchnowwhodoyou

reportto?

Nick:Youboss

Lani:What?

Nick:Youowneverything,allthis,theteams

everything.

Lani:SoamtheGeneral?

Them:Yessir(fuck!Irunmyhandsonmyfacein



frustrationandampacingupanddownbecause

thesekidsareonlydoingtechnicalstuff,whatif

theyhadbeenattachedorworsefuck!Whatabout

theirparent?)

Lani:ThewillsaidIgotthecobrasandtheIT

companywhichIonlygetaccesstoandallthecars

andhouseswhenamleadingthecobras.Andwhen

wereyougoingtotellmethatamnowinchargeof

everything?

Nick:TheGeneralhadthreewillsandintheother

twowhichoneofwegotwewereallspecifically

toldthatyouaretakingoverasGeneral.Wecouldn’t

tellyouthatyouwerethebossbecausetheGeneral

saidbuttonswillleadyouheresomedayandthatis

whenyouwillknowofwhichhedidandhereweare.

Lani:Fuck!Whatifyouwereattackedduringthis

timeofnotknowingaboutthis?Whataboutyour

parentseven,youarekidsforgoodnesssake!(my

fatherisselfishyerr)

Mick:TheGeneralmadearrangementstokeepus

safealwayshaseversincehetookusoffthe



streets.Weareallorphansasyouseeushere,that

manyourfathersirgavetutorstoteachusallthat

eachoneofuswasgoodat,madeusapplyforRPL

andgotourqualifications.Hegaveusahomeand

loveduslikehisown.Whenhewasaroundhe

alwaysvisitedusbaringgifts.Hewasgoodtous

andinreturnheaskedfornothingbutourloyaltyto

himandyou.

Lani:Youareorphans?AndwhatthehellisRPL?

Mike:Yesweareorphans,RPLstandsforPrior

RecognitionofLeaningwhereyouregisterata

universityforandtheyassignsomeonetocome

andassessyouandgiveyourcreditsaccordingto

experienceandnotoneducation.Butsomeofus

areatschoolandcompletingthequalificationswe

want.

Lani:Fuck!Okay(amFrustratedandmyheadis

buzzing.Amtheownerofallthis?Whothefuckam

IgoingtoleavethistowhenIdie,myfatherhadme

andInoone.YesIhavePortiabutshe’snotgetting

intothisshit!She’sgoingtoschoolbewhatshe

wantstobebutshewillhaveashareineverything.



LookatmeplanningthefuturewhenIhaven’teven

foundthepersonwhoputmygangforsale)

Lani:Nowwecameherebecause...(hecutme

short)

Boy:Singalakhaisthename,youherebecauseof

thethreatonthecobras,wehavealready

discovereditbutthatwastwoyearsago.We

eliminateditthenbutnowitgotworsebytakinga

differentdirection.

Lani:FirstlynevercutmeoffwhenIspeak

Singalakha:SorryIjustgetexcitedwhenwetalk

aboutmysideofthejob.

Lani:Youcuttingmeagain

Singalakha:Sorry(igiveup)

Lani:NowifyoudiscoveredittwoyearsagoIwant

toknowwhathappenedandwhywasn’tItold?

Nick:Thehitwasonyoubutwecreatedanarticle

thatpublishedthatyouhavegonemadandhave

beenadmittedtothepsychiatrichospitalsothe

personsawyouasuselessandcalledoffthehit.



Thennowhestartedagainbutnowisattackingthe

cobrasnotonlyyou.

Lani:Whothefuckisthisperson?(ipaceagainbut

whenIturntheboysaregivingeachotherlooks)

Outwithit!

Nick:Thecommanderisbehindthis

Us:What?

Nick:YeswefoundoutwhenScarwaskilled.

Gora:Whywouldhebestupidenoughtowanttokill

hisownGeneral?ImeanifIlistenedcorrectlyyou

saidthatyourwillandhisclearlystatedthathewas

thegeneral.

Nick:wethinkhewantedtobeGeneralandwas

pissedwhenhedidn’tgetit.(Ilookatthetimeand

it’safter1,wehavetogonowtomakeitbackin

timetopickupmygirlandIneedtimetoprocessall

this)

Lani:HavetogobutIwillbebackandgetmore

informationaboutthiscommanderandthiswhole

business.



Boy:ThenameisNjabulo.Thelawyerwillbehere

whenyoucometogiveovereverythingasthe

Generalinstructedhehasalreadybeennotified.

Lani:Thankyouandwhatisyourroleinthis?

Njabulo:Idealwithanythinglegal

Lani:Likebuttons

Njabulo:Morethanthat.

Lani:mmmgensletsgobutwewillbeback

Them:Yessir

Wewentoutandintoourcarsanddroveoff,my

headisbuzzingwithallofthisshit.Idon’tknow

whathappenedbutIhearsomethingclickontopon

thecarthenthesidesfollowed.ThenextthingI

knowthecarisnotmovingwiththetiresscreeching

andsmokecomingoutoftheexhaustpipe.Open

thewindowstoseewhatisgoingonandIseethat

thecarhadbeenpulledonallsidesandpeoplein

blackridingdownfromthemfastcomingtowards

thecar.IthinkmyGuyssawthemcoztheystarted



shootingandtheyshotbackwithmyguysfalling

butwhatInoticedwasthemcomingtowardmy

sideofthedoorwhiletheotherskeptmyguysbusy.

Icouldn’tevenwakeupLaniatthattimebecauseof

alltheconfusionthatwashappeningthiswholeday.

Mystateofmindwasn’tpreparedforthis,they

smashedthewindowandshotmeonmyshoulder

thenmykneeandIcriedout

Lani:Gora!(heturnedbackjustenoughtoshowme

thathislisteningbeforegoingbacktoshooting)

Mnakekeleboy!(Takecareofherboy!)heturns

againwithangerwrittenonhisfaceandnods

beforeoneofthemhithimwiththebackofthegun

andhecollidedwiththecarandfell.Theyhookme

upwitheverythingbeingdonefastandpulledme

up.OnlythenInoticethereisahelicopteraboveus

assoonastheypullmeintheyreleasedthehooks

inthecarandwewereoff.Oneoftheminjectedme

andinafewminutesIwasfeelingdrowsy.Itried

GodsknowsItriedkeepingthemopenbutmyeyes

weretooheavyandIgaveinwiththehopethat

Gorawilltakecareofmybaby.



Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloj
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GoraakaMbuso

Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Ifailedhim,Ifailedtoprotecthim

likeivowedto,fuckIfailedhim.WhatthehellamI

goingtosaytohisgirl“baby”ashecallsher.

Damnit!Iwasbroughthereforonethingandone

thingonly.ToprotectLani,butwhatdidIdo?Let

himgettakenbyunknownpeople.“FuckmaanGora

youstupidfoolyoushouldhavecheckifwewere

notfollowed”Ireprimandedmyself,Icouldn’thave

known,wewereallconfusedabouttheeventsthat



tookplacethatweslackedonthejob.Shit!

Poison:Yousaidheaskedyouforsomething?

Gora:Fuckthat!Wewereshotbydatslikesome

sortofanimalsandyouhereaskingmeaboutwhat

heaskedmetodo?

Sizwe:Itmighthelpusfindhim.

Grinder:Findhimyousay?Wewon’tfindhim

becausethepersonwillbeastepaheadbecauseof

you.(pointingatSizwe)

Gora:WhatareyoutalkingaboutGrinder?

Grinder:Idon’ttrustthispieceofshit!

Sizwe:UyangithukanjaloGrinder(youswearingat

meGrinder)hesaidinawarningmanner

Grinder:AndsowhatifIam?

Snakes:Hayifuckoffmaan,Laniistakeninsteadof

findingsolutionsyoubusyarguingfuckmaan.

Gora:Stayherewiththeseboysandbuttonsis

goingtohelpthemtrackLaniandgoingtodowhatI

havebeenaskedto.



Ididn’twaitforanyonetoanswerIwentoutand

tookUbertotheairportandwhenIgottherethe

pilotwasreadybecausehewaswaitingforus.I

toldhimthenewsandtoldhimweshouldleave.He

didn’taskquestionsasthejettookoff,twohours

laterIlandedinDurbanandtookacarfromthere

anddrovetotheschoolwhenIgotthereIaskedthe

caretakerandhesaidtheschoolwasout.Idroveto

thehouseinLaLuciahopingthatshe’ssafe.The

guardsletmeinandIdroveinparkedandwentto

ringabell.Iwaitedimpatientlyforhertoopenand

shedid.

Nokukhanya:Hello

Gora:HellomynameisMbusoyourfatherasked

metocomeandtakecareofyouwhileheisaway.

Nokukhanya:Comein(shemovedawayfromthe

doorandIgotinandsatdownassheofferedme

somethingtodrink.Iaskedforwaterandshe

broughtit.Iwonderwhohermotherisoutofallthe

womenLanisleptwith?Butwhoeversheis,sheis



beautifulbecausethischildisabeauty)

Gora:Iwillbewithyoutillyourfathercomesback.

Nokukhanya:Wheredidyousayhewasagain?

Gora:Businesstrip

Nokukhanya:OkaycanIholdyourhandIwantto

seeyourringproperly

Gora:Sure(sheheldmyhandandatfirstshe

lookedattheringbutastimegoesshelookedlike

someonewho’sfarawayinthoughtsandIletherbe.

Sheletgoofmyhandandmovetoherseat)

Nokukhanya:Ialwaysseeyouwithmydad.

Gora:Yeswehavebeenfriendsforawhilenow.

Nokukhanya:Andnowwhywouldyoulieandsay

heisonabusinesstripwhenhisnot.

Gora:Idon’tknowwhatyoumean.

Nokukhanya:Mydaddoesn’tlietomeandifhewas

goingonabusinesstripIwouldhavebeenthefirst

toknow.

Gora:Thiswasalastminutethingamsorry.



Nokukhanya:Evenifitwashewouldhavecometo

myschoolandtoldmethathewasleaving.(what

thefuckisLanidoingreportingeverythingtothis

child!NowIcan’tevenlietoherbecausethegenius

decidedit’sbesttotellthechildeverything,great

justgreat)

Gora:Angazikengobanakuuhambile(Idon’tknow

thenbecausehisgone)

Nokukhanya:IwillfinishthelasttwotestsIhave

thisweekandthenwearegoingtogogetmyfather.

Gora:Ialreadytoldyouhisgoneonbusinesstrip.

Nokukhanya:IknowandIalsoknowthat’salie.

Gora:Thenbelievewhatyouwant.

Nokukhanya:Iwillandyouaregoingtotakemeto

myfatherwhenamdonewithmytestthis

week.(thischildapainintheassrightnow,where

thefuckamIgoingtofindLanifrominaweek?It’s

onlyMondaywhichmeanswehave4daystofind

himorthisspoiltbratofhisisgoingtomakemylife

miserable.)



Gora:Let’shopehewillbebackbythen.

Nokukhanya:Hewon’tandyouwon’tfindhim.But

that’snotaproblembecauseIwillfindhim.Make

yourselfathomeamgoingtostudy.

Sheleftmetheregoingupthestairs,whatthefuck

wasthatabout?Whatthehelldoesshemeanwe

won’tfindhim?Doesthisgirlhavesomethingtodo

withthis?FuckLanimaan.

Nhlakanipho

MytriptoCapeTownwasamazing,Imeanthejob

waseasyeventhoughIwasskepticalaboutwhywe

hadtousedatsinsteadofbulletswiththesepeople.

Ieventhoughtweweregoingtokidnapagirlor

somethingonlytofindahugeman.Theguyhasa

bigbodystructurewithinkonhisbody,nowImay

notknowmuchaboutinkbuttheonehehasmeans

onlyonething.Trouble!



Thecommandermighthaveaskedustousedats

because1.Thisguywasnotsuspectinganythingor

2.Hewasimportanttohim.Butheonlysaidweuse

datsonhisteamandwecanroughhimupbutnot

toomuch.Idon’tknowwhatthiswasaboutbutI

haveafeelingthatthingsaregoingtogosouth

fromhereon.Anywayletmegovisitmybrotherat

hospitalwewilldealwithwhateverconsequences

later.

Khangelani

Iwokeupfeelinguncomfortable,stretchedmybody

beforeopeningmyeyeswhenIdiditallcameback

tome.Iquicklysatupandlookedaroundandto

findoutthatamlockedinahousebutacage.I

knowamnotmakingsense.Thisisahousenot

smallnotbigeither.Thecageisinthehousefrom

thelivingroomgoingtowaitletmecheck.Sothe

cageismountedonthewallsandceiling.Itgoes

fromthelivingroomallthewaytothebathroom



door,theninsideithasasinglebedmattress

coveredinafittedsheet,apillowandablanket.

Wellthiswaswellthoughtoutbutnowamcurious

toknowwhotookmefrommybabyohmybabyI

wonderhowshe’sfaring.IwonderifGoragottoher

intime,IjustneedtoseethispersonthenIcanbe

onmywayhometomydaughterbecauseam

certainthesebarsarenomatchforLani.

Voice:Pennyforyourthoughts?(Iturnedaround

thereheis,helookspowerfulthatIcangivehim)

Lani:Justthinkingaboutthepersonstupidenough

totakeme.

Him:OhIwouldn’tsayamstupidreally.

Lani:Soyoutookme

Him:YesItookyou.

Lani:Andyouare?

Him:Mxolisibutthosewhoknowmecallmethe

commander(commander?Didhejustsay

commander?)

Lani:Commanderofwhat?



Mxolisi:Thereenforcementteamyourfather

decidedtogiveme.

Lani:Ohthenit’sapleasuretofinallymeetyou.

Mxolisi:Idon’tknowhowmuchpleasurableour

meetingwillbe.

Lani:Whatdoesthatsupposedtomean?

Mxolisi:Itmeansthepleasureofthismeetingwill

dependsolelyonyourcooperation.

Lani:Idon’tfollow

Mxolisi:DearGod!Iwonderwhatyourfather

smokedtoleavethiswholeorganizationinthe

handsofaslowmanlikeyou.Whatwashethinking

really?Iwonder.

Lani:Okaynowyoulostme

Mxolisi:Mylawyer’swillbeheresoonandwhen

theydoIwantyoutosignthetransferpapersofthe

organizationtome.

Lani:whywouldIdothat?

Mxolisi:BecauseIriskedmylifeforthis



organization,foryourfather,themantaughtmethis

lifewhenIwasonly17yearsofage.Igrewupin

thisthing,hegroomedmeandmademeamanof

poweronepeoplerespectedandfearedandthen

whenhediesheleaveseverythingtoyou.Where

haveyoubeenallthistimewhileIgrewthis

organization?Busykillingotherstudentsin

universitywhileIcleanedafteryourasslike

cleaningafteraninfant.Thenheleavesitalltoyou,

really?

AtthattimeIwasangryveryangrythatI

summonedLaniandIcouldfeelhimatthebackof

myheadwantingtocomeoutbutnothing

happenedinsteadIwashurtingmyselfbecausethe

headacheIgotwasunbearable.

Mxolisi:OhsorryIforgottotellyou,yourbeastwill

notcomeoutinthese,seeyourfatheralsotrusted

meenoughtoshowmehowtokeephisbeastatby

whenhewasoutofcontrol.Hewouldaskmeto

lockhimupinthisverycageuntilhecalmeddown

thenlethimout.Sopleasebyallmeansrelaxfor

thereisnowayout.



Hesaidandleftmetherefrustrated,theyneedto

findmeandsoonorIwillsignovereverythingjust

sothatIcangetoutofhereandbewithmybaby.

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi
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Khangelani

TruetohiswordthecommandermadesurethatI

gotwhatabargainedfor.Hedidsaythatthe

pleasureofourmeetingwilldependsolelyonme

andhemeantit.WhenIrefusedtosigneverything

overtohimhestartedtorturingme.Thereisnotype

oftorturehedidn’tuse,electricchairIhavebeenin



it5timesinthis4days,taiserIhavemetwithit

moretimesthanIcancount,suffocationIhave

beenthroughitalsomoretimesthanIcancount,

drowningIhavebeendrownedsomanytimesthat

evenmybraindoesn’tfunctionwell.Lani?Wellhe

wasmadetocomeoutwhenamextremelyangry

andwhenamhurt.Thistimehecouldn’tbecauseof

someforcethathashimtrappedandhurtingmein

theprocessbecausehewanttocomeoutbutit’s

impossibleinthisplace.Ihavenofightinmebut

mybabykeepsmegoing.Portiacan’tloseanother

father,IwillbedamnedifIletthathappen.Mybaby

hasbeenthroughenoughandIrefusetoaddonby

dyinginthisplacebuteverytimeMxolisigetsinto

thatdoorIgetangryandrefusetocooperate.How

canamanmyfathertookoffthestreetsandmade

intosomethinggoanddosomethinglikethis.Is

thisthethankshegetsforallhisdoneforhim?

NaboGoraaretakingtoolongtotrackme,howcan

theynottrackmewithallthetechwehave?Are

theyinonthistoo?RightnowItrustnoone.The

doorcracksopen.



Herecomesanothertorturesession

ThebastardcomesinlookinglikeabossthinkingI

willsign.Howstupidcanonepersonbe?Thisguy

mustmakesureIdon’tgetoutofherealive

becauseifIdo.Amgoingtokilleverything

associatedwithhim,whetherbecat,dog,mouse,

house,girlfriend,wife,childorevenastonewithhis

nameonitIwilldestroy.Herepulsesme.

Commander:Readytosignyet?

Khangelani:Overmydeadbody

Commander:thatcanbearranged,tiehimup

Heasksthetwoguyswhoguardmeandtheycome

atmewithchainsandchainmethenhangmeby

myfeetontheceilingwithmyheadfaceddown.

Commander:Thisiswhatisgoingtohappen

becauseamtiredofyouandIwillfakeyour

signatureonthedocumentsandtakeover

everythingbutyoudietoday.Don’tworryIwillgive

youapropersendoff,Iwillcutyourightonyour

chestandbloodwithdripalloveryourfacegetting

intoyournosetravelingallthewaytoyourbrain.



Youwillsuffocateandeventuallyyouwilldie.Ithink

that’sagoodwaytogodon’tyouthink?

Khangelani:Justmakesureamdeadcozifamnot,

youandeverythingyouholddearwillbe.

Hegivesmeamockinglaughbecausesomehow

hissureIwon’tmakeitoutofherealive.Ifhisthis

surethatmeanshisworkingwithsomeoneonmy

teambecausethereisnowayinhelltheycan’tfind

aleadwiththeequipmentwehave.Wecantrack

everythingandanythingweseekbuttheycan’tfind

me.SharppainPearcethroughmychestasthe

moronslicesmewithasharpknife.Laniis

scratchingpainfulatthebackofmyheadcausing

meanunbearableheadache.Hisusedtotakingthe

leadwhenIgethurtbutnowhecan’tandhis

fightingforawayoutbutistrapped.Nomatterhow

muchItrytomovemyheadsothatblooddoesn’t

getintomynosebutsomehowitdoes.Amnotonly

suffocatingbutamlosingenergytooastheblood

comesoutfastoutofmyveins.“Lordhelpme,if

notformethenformybaby,IknowthatIhave

sinnedmorethananaveragepersonbutkeepme



justthisoncetoseemybabygrowup.Shedoesn’t

deserveanymorepainandsuffering.”Iprayin

silenceasIfeelmyselflosingmylifelittlebylittle.

Gora/Mbuso

Ambusyonthephonewiththeguysstilltryingto

findLani.It’sbeen4daystryingbuteachtimewe

getclosewesomehowlosethesignaloritthrows

ussofaroffthatwehavetostartfromscratch

again.It’slikesomeoneoutthereisplayingagame

achesswithusandwearejustpawnsbeingmoved

aroundashedesires.Thispersonisinourleague

butheplaysthegamewithsomuchgrace,integrity

andintelligence.Hehastakenourkingandwithout

himwithareleftuseless.Basicallyweareoutofthe

gameeventhoughwestillholdingontohope,

wishingtotakehiskingaswellandrenderhim

helplessbutit’snothappening.ThedayLanigets

hishandsonthisfuckerIwillberighttherewith

himcuttinghimintosmallpieceswhilehestilllives



andthatwillbeformakingmelooklikesissyin

frontofeveryone.MyphoneringsjustasIputit

downaftertalkingtotheguysandit’stheschool.I

rushtoanswerbecauseIwon’tfailthisguytwice.

Mbusohello

Voice:helloMbusoit’sprincipalMngunihereand

amcallingwithregardstoNokukhanya

Me:whathappenedtoher?

Principal:Pleasecometotheschoolsirit’surgent

Me:Iaskedwhatthehellhappen!

Principal:She’sburning

Whatthehelldoeshemeanshe’sburning?

Me:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Principal:SirIdon’thavetimetobedoingbackand

forthwithyou.Justgethereandseeforyourself.

Idropthecallandrushout.Whatdidhemeanshe’s



burning?Amdrivinglikeamadmanontheroad

anddriversarecursingmeoutandpoliceare

followingmebehindwithsirenringingloud.They

betternotgetInmywayrightnow,fuckit!Evenif

theydoamnotstopping.Theycangofuck

themselvesIhaveaburningchildtoattendto.

Fuck!!Whatthehellhappened?Mymindisallover

theplaceandallamthinkingaboutiswhatwillLani

dotomewhenhecomesbackwithaburntchild

betteryetadeadone.Thatthoughtalonedroveme

insane.

WhenIgottotheschoolthegatewaswideopen

andIdrovein,thereisafirefightertruckstanding

thereandwaterhosesdraggingallthewaytothe

hallwayandIfollowthem.Theydidsayshewas

burningsothefirefightersmustbehereforher,I

hopeshe’sokay,inmylifeIhaveneverbeenthis

scaredbuttodaywillbethedaymyfaithisdecided.

IfLani’sbabyburnttodeadthensurelymydeathis

notfaroffbecauseLaniisgoingtokillmethe

momenthelayshishandsonme.Iproceeded



followingthehosesandthesightIseewhenI

approachisoneIhaveneverseen.Firefighters

havehosesstickingintothewindowsofa

classroomandwaterflowingoutofthedoorlike

riverJordan.Igocloserandpeekthroughthe

windowandmyheartstops...

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingourfamily.

#MaMoloi
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Gora/Mbuso

Ihaveneverseensuchinmyentireexistence,they

sayinlifewelearneverydaybutIdon’tknowwhat

tolearnfromthissituation.Idon’tknowwhattocall



thisandIdon’tthinkanyofushereknowwhatto

callthis.Thechildisaballoffirenotjustanyball

butabigroundballofblazingfire.It’salloverher

andshe’sfloatingintheairwithhereyeslooking

purewhite.Thefirefightersarejustwastingwater

becausethisisnowaterkindoffirebecausethe

moretheyputwateronthefirethemoreitburnbut

thestrangepartthatgotallofusscaredisthefact

thatshe’snotburning.Actuallyshelookspeaceful

cometothinkofitthesceneryaroundhereis

peacefulbutbecausethisisnotnormalpeopleare

afraid.

IwonderifLaniknowsthathisbabyisalittlewitch

becausethat’stheonlywaytodescribewhatam

seeing.ShespotsmebeforeIcouldsayanythingor

shallIsayshesensesmypresencebecauseamnot

closeenoughforhertoseeme.Ampeaking

throughthewindowbehindpeoplewhoarealso

behindthefirefighters.SoIguessherwitch

instinctssensedmebecauseshecamecloserwhile

peopleranfortheirlivesclosetothedoormaking

way.BelievemeIwanttoruntoobuttowhere?I



madeapromisetotakecareofthiswitchthatdidn’t

comewithausermanualandnowImustact

strongerthanotherpeopleandstandmygroundyet

amshittingmyself.FuckLani!Thisisthefirstand

thelasttimeIbabysitforyou,infactIdon’twanta

childofmyownbecauseheorshemightjustturn

outtobeworsethenthisfireballinfrontofme.She

comesoutoftheclassandImovetowardsherwith

thebravestfaceIcanmasterinthesituation.

Damnitamnotgoingtoshowweakness,shitLani

youshouldhavehadaboyifyouwantedsomeone

who’sgoingtobeasintimidatingasyouare

becausenowwhatwillthepeoplesaywhena

grownassmanlikemeisintimidated?Actuallynot

intimidatedshitscaredofalittlegirl.Youbetter

haveanswersformewhenyoucomebackyouson

ofadog,shit!ShecomesandImeetherhalfway.

Shesmilessweetlyatmeandinmymindam

thinkingthat“youareasscrewedupasyourfather

littlewitch”butIcan’tsaythatnowcanI?Andwhy,

becauseamshitscaredofher.Ireturnthefakest

smileIcanmasterandshespeaks.



Nokukhanya:Letsgogetmyfather

NowIdon’tknowwhatherfellowwitchestoldher

butwherethefuckdoesshethinkamgoingtoget

Lanifrom,shitaboLanibahambabezala

ngempela.(Lanigoesaroundfatheringchildrenfor

real)

Gora:Letsgobaby

Westartleavingandthecrowdisfollowingbehind

andamthinking“ifIwereyouIwouldnevercome

backtothisschoolbecauseyoushitheaddecided

toperformwitchcraftinbroaddaylightinfrontof

people”whenwegetclosertothecaritregistersin

mymindthatthisgirlisstillonfireandIturntolook

herbutnotbrieflylikethelasttimebutreallylookat

herandthisfire.Thefiredoesn’tlooklikearaging

dangerousfirebutitlooksorangemorethanred

anditlookskindofpeaceful.Lookamnotsurehow

toexplainthisbecausefireisneverpeacefulit

destroys,butthisoneisanythingbut,itmakesyou

wanttogocloseandtouchitifyoucould.Okay

enough!Amgoingcrazy!



Gora:Nana...Icalltoher

Nokukhanya:Yes

Gora:Canyouputoutthefirepleaseweareabout

toenterthecar.

Amhopingandprayingshedoes

Nokukhanya:No!Nothingwillhappenlet’sgo.

Holyshit!Holyfuckenshit!Asifamnotscared

enoughthislittlewitchwantstofinishmeoffby

gettingintomycarasballofblazingfire!Shit!Okay

okayGorabebravemanyounotLani’srighthand

fornothing.Butshit!Ihaveneverexperiencedshit

likethiswithLani!

Gora:Okaybabyletsgo

IopenherdoorandshegoesinandIwalkasslow

asIcantomysidetryingtodelaytheinevitable.I

finallygetInandavoidlookingathersideandstart

thecaranddroveoff.

Nokukhanya:Myfatherisindanger,thereisnotime

togohomeandchangebutweneedtobeinJoburg

inthenexthourandhalftotwohours.Ifwearelate



wewillfindhimdead.

Ihitthebrakeshardwhenshesaysthatandlookat

herandshe’snotsmiling,Iwasboilingwithanger

thinkinghowthefuckissheinvolvedinthis?But

thatthinglookedatmeIntheeyes,Idon’tknow

whatshewasdoingbutIfoundmyselfstartingthe

carandmakingaUturntotheairportcallingthe

pilottoinformhimoftheemergencytripwehave

andthetimeframewehave.Inmyheadtherewas

nothingelsethantodrivefullspeedontheroad

gettingtotheairport.Forthosewhoknowwhere

MlaziandKingShakaarewillknowthedistanceit

takestogettotheairportonanormaldaywith

normaltrafficis45-50minutesbutImadeitin20.

uponarrivalIthoughtthisfireballwillextinguishthe

firebecauseofthemanypeopleattheairportbut

nahfamthatwaswishfulthinkingbecauseitgrew

biggernowthatwewereoutside.Peoplewere

takingpicturesandvideosandIknewbytomorrow

thefireballwitchwillbetrending.Wegottothe

privatehangerandthejetwasreadybutnottheone

youthinkbecausethatonewouldnotgetusin



Joburgontimeandstillhavetimetofindhim.Nuh

thisisthemilitaryjetthefastonesthatusuallysent

asfirstlineorbackuplineinthewartheyeithergo

infirstwithweaponsorlaterasbackup.Anyway

wegotthereandthejettookoffbutnotbeforethe

captainraisedconcernsaboutthefireballamwith.

ButItoldhimtoaskherhimselftoturnthefireoff

buthecouldn’tdothatbecausehewasshitscared

himself.

Nokukhanya

TodaywasmylastdayofofwritingandIhad

plannedongoingtolookfordaddytomorrowbut

sinceTuesdayIhavebeenseeinghiminpainand

cryingforhelp.ButitwasnothimthatIsawbutan

animalthatisconnectedtohimitwashurtinghim

anddraininghisenergy.IwantedtoleavebutI

couldn’tmissoutofthetestbecausehewouldhave

beenpissedifIdid.HewouldbesomadlikeIhad

committedmurderbecausehisalwayspreaching



abouteducationfirst.Buttoday,todaywasdifferent

fromthemorningIhadhighttemperatureasa

resultIworeshortsleeveshirtforschool.Then

fromtherewhenwewerewritinginclassthething

gotworsethatmyteacheropenedthewindows

seeinghowsweatyIhadbecome.WhenIfinished

thelastanswerofmytestandthrewthepageatmy

teacherthenfromthere,Idon’tknowwhat

happened,Ifeltburningcomingfromdeepinside

me.ItburntmefromtheinsideoutthenIsawmy

father,upsidedownwithchainshewaspraying.I

heardhimprayingandwhatmadememore

concernedandangrywasthefactthateveninthat

situationhewasthinkingofme.Thinkingofthe

painIwouldfeelshouldheleaveme,notevenmy

spermdonordidthatformebuthedid.Myanger

escalatedtoapointwhereIdon’tknowwhat

happened,IfeltpeacewithinmethenIfeltlikeam

floatingthenoutofnowherefirewasaroundme.It

camefromwithinmyveinsandoutofmybody

creatingaballoffirearoundme.Itdidn’tburnme

butitgavemepeace,serenityandsanity.When

bab’Mbusocamethechildrenandmyteacherin



classwerealreadygone.Ididn’tcareaboutwhat

theythoughtmyfatherisindangerandtohellwith

everyoneelse.Wetookofftotheairportandheaded

toJoburg,Icouldfeelhimslippingoffandlosing

hislifelittlebylittlebutwhathauntedmewasthe

prayerinhismind“LordImaybethelastpersonyou

wanttohearfrombutpleasesavemefromthis,if

notformethenformybaby.Shehasbeenthrough

enoughpainshecan’tenduremore.Sheneedsme

Lordsavemeforher.”Hekeptonrepeatingthe

sameprayeroverandoveragainandthatwasthe

onlythingthatgavemehopethathewasstillalive.

Bab’Mbusocalledsomepeopleandtoldthemto

trackhimandsendpeopleashisgoingtogetmy

Dadwithme.IwonderwhyhethinksIcan’tsave

mydadonmyownbutheylethimdowhathe

wants.WegottoJoburginrecordtimeandwegot

intoacarfromtheairport.Idon’tknowwhobrought

itbutIhadnotimetoaskquestions,Iwasdirecting

himtotheplaceIsawinthevisioninfrontofme.

Whenwegottherethere4carswereonthe

drivewayandwhenwegotclosetheguysgotoutof

thecars.Theylookedyoungthoughmaybe3or4



yearsolderthanme,hestoppedinfrontofthem

andwegotout.

Gora:What’sthestatus?

HeaskedtheguysbutIdidn’twaittohearthe

answerasIheadedtothehouse,Idon’tthinkthe

guysansweredbecausetheylookedliketheysawa

ghostthemomentIgotoutofthecar.Iheardhim

say“shit!”AndIheardfootstepsbehindme.WhenI

wasabouttoentertheyardIfloatedoveritandthe

twoguyswithgunsstartedshootingatmebutthe

bulletsjustfellatmyfeet.Ohwellmaybethefireis

myshieldwhoknows?Iheardgunshotsbehindme

andtheguysfallingandIknewthatBab’Mbusoand

theguyswereresponsibleforit.Ipushedmyhands

towardsthedoorandafireballcameoutandwent

throughthedoorshatteringittopieces.WellIdidn’t

knowIcoulddothat!Phew,Iwentinandtheguys

ranaftermeandthestatemyfatherwasinhanging

fromthatcagetoremeapart.IdidwhatIdidwith

thedoorbutthistimethesteelbarsmeltedasifthe

firewastoohot.Iwentintouchedthechainthatmy

fatherhangedbyanditmelted.Hefellonthe



groundandIwenttohimthesametimeastheguys

camecloseandIheardoneofthemsay“shitis

abouttogodown!”

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi
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Grinder/Nyezi

ApproximatelyanhourandhalfagoIreceivedacall

fromGoratellingmethathisheadedtoJoburgwith

Lani’sdaughterandthathehasaleadonhim.He

saidImusttrackhimandsendbackup.Nowam

stillhungupontheLanihasadaughterpartbutI

pusheditasideandcalledNickasideandasked



himtocheckpropertiesthatthecommanderowned,

wefound6propertiesaroundJoburgbutallinposh

areasandweruledthatoutbecausehewouldnever

puthiminanyofthose.SoIaskedhimtocheckany

propertiesunderLani’sname,hisfathersorhis

motherandwefoundalotbutoneinRandburg

underLani’smother.Nowknowingthatshenever

livedinJoburgIaskedhimtosendanemergency

missiontooneofthereenforcementteamtoassist

Goraasbackup.NowthiswasatwomanmissionI

didn’tinvolvetheothersbecauseIwanttoseeif

thisleadisgoingtodisappearaswelllikethe

otherswegotandifitdoesIsweartoGodamgoing

tokillallthesekidsandourteamtoountilsomeone

tellsmethetruthaboutwhoisbetrayingLani.

Kuzonyiwaonce!!Goramustcallmenowandgive

methenewsamdyingtohearwhattheoutcomeis.

Nhlakanipho

Wegotanemergencymissionbuttheorderdidn’t



comefromthecommander,wegotsmsesfromour

phonesgivingusanaddresstogoinasbackupfor

someonefromthecobras.Nowweallknowabout

thecobrasbutweneverhadtobackthemupbefore

ormaybeMnqobi’steamdiditbeforebutwenever

did.Soweweresittingoutsidetheplaceand

scoutingout.Bythelookofthingsthereareonly

twoguardsandonlyonedoor,sowedecidedto

parknottoofarfromthehouseandwaitedforthe

personwearebackingup.Totellyouthetrutham

excitedaboutmeetingsomeonefromtheother

teamsinthisorganization.Eversincewejoinedthe

onlyteamwehaveeverknownisthatofMnqobi,

gettingachancetomeetthemightycobrasthatdo

wondersinbankandgoldheightsisanhonor.After

aboutanhourofuswaitingoneofourairportcars

arrived,wellourcarsareeverywhereandtheyhave

thesameplateswhichareC1114478thoseare

usedbythecobrasthat’swhattheCisforandours

areR1114478seesamenumberdifferentletters.It

stopsbehindusandwegetout.Theguydressesto

killlikehisnotgoingonamissionfuck!Ifthisis

howthecobraslookIwanttoexchangeteams.



Theyhavemystyleandasoldasthisguyismaybe

Mnqobi’sagehisdressedcodeisthatofalateteen,

Hisgotswegg.

Guy:What’stheupdate?

IwasabouttoanswerwhenthemostbeautifulgirlI

haveeverseencameoutofhiscar.Wellletmeput

itthiswayabigballoffirecameoutofthecar

surroundingthemostbeautifulgirlIhaveeverseen.

Nowthatdescribesbetterwhatamseeinghere,she

doesn’tsayanythingshegoesforthehouseand

meandtheguysarelookingather.Iknowandhave

alwaysknownthatthisorganizationisbigbutI

neverthoughtwehadsupernaturalsaswell.This

guynoticesthatnoneofusaresayinganythingand

looksatthedirectionwearelookingatthenandhe

says“shit!”Andrunafterherwefollow.Whengotto

thegatebeholdmypeopleshedoesn’topenitbut

shefloatsoveritandweallfreezelookingatherIn

awe.Theguardsstartfiringandthegunshots

broughtusbacktothemissionathandasweshot

theguysgoingthroughthegatebutmymindison

thegirl.Ihavetoknowwhosheisbeforethe



missionisover.Nowshedoestheunthinkable

whileweaimatthedoortoshootitdownshesends

aballoffiretoitshutteringittopieces.Shitthereis

nothingassexyasagirlwhocanholdherownfuck

shehastobemine!Theguysgoinwhileamleft

behinddaydreamingaboutagirlIdon’tknow.ShitI

haveneverbeenthisdistractedonamissionever!!I

followtheguysandgotinandthisgirlismelting

thebarswithherfire.Idon’tpayattentiontotheguy

hangingontheceilingbecauseIassumethatit’s

oneoftherescuemissionswealwaysdo.Shegoes

tohimandmeltsthechainsthatholdhimandhe

fallsontheground.ShequicklygoestohimandI

seetearsinherwhichforsomereasonhurtme.The

guyshecamewithgoestoherandwefollow.When

IgetcloserInoticethatthisisthesameguywe

tookfromCapeTownandmyheartbeatsfast.He

can’tberelatedtoherpleaselethimnotberelated

toher.“Shitisabouttogodown”Imeanttosay

thatinmyheadbutwhentheguyslookathimmeI

knowIsaiditoutloudandIknowtheyarealso

thinkingthesamethingIam.Whatthefuckisgoing

onhere?Wetakeaguythenaweeklaterwehelp



rescuethesameguy,whatfuckedupshitisthis?

Thegirlholdsherhandrightabovetheman’sface

anditglowsCrystalwhiteandcrystalmistgoesinto

theguylayingthere.ThenextthingIdon’tbelieve

myselfbecausedropsofbloodstartcomingout

fromtheguysnoseandmouthandbeingabsorbed

byherhand.Shedoesthisforabout5minutesthen

fallsonthegroundnexttohimandImoveforward

totryandhelpherbuttheguyshecamewithbeats

metoitandlaysherproperlynexttothehugeguy.

MyguysandIarejuststandingtherelookingatthis,

noneofusmoving,Iguesswewerealltryingto

processthis.Afewminuteslatertheguydrawsa

hugebreathlikehewasdrowningandsitsup,he

looksaroundandhiseyeslandontheguynextto

him

Guy:Gora

Hesaysinawhisper

Gora:Lani,

HelookbesideshimandseesthegirlandImight

haveseentearsinhiseyesamnotsurebecausehe



quicklyturnedtoherfullypickingherupand

holdingherinhisarmslikeshewasfragile.

Guy:Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!

Okayhisgoingcrazynowandtheguyseemsabit

shakenandIwonderwhy?

Guy:IfuckentoldyoutotakecareofherGorawhat

thefuckisshedoinghere!!

Heroarsandthatisdefinitelynothisvoice,itcan’t

bebecausenomanhasavoicelikethat.Thegirls

liftsupherheadandsmilesbutthisguydoesn’tsee

itbecausehislookingatthisGoraguywith

murderouseyes.ShehasthemostbeautifulsmileI

haveeverseen.

Her:Daddy

Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Nonono!Itcan’tbeherfather

pleaseIheardwronghisnotherfatherbutme

convincingmyselfthathisnotisshortlivedasthe

guysnapshisheadlookingatherandthelovein

hiseyescan’tbemissed

Guy:Baby?Ohmybaby



Her:Daddy

Guy:Whyareyouheresweetheartyouhaveschool?

Her:AmsorrydaddybutIfinishedmyexamsand

cameforyou.AmsorryIcamelatedaddyplease

forgiveme.

Guy:it’sokaybabyit’sokaymylove.

Thisguyloveshisdaughterandmychancesof

gettingherareslimtononebecauseIwastheone

whoinjectedhimwhenwetookhim.Shit!

Gora:Mxm

Wealllookathim

Gora:Ningibukani?Whatareyoulookingat?

Guy:YhiniGora?(WhatisitGora)

Gora:Ubusynabobaby,lavilanawhyungabuzi

ukuthiGoraunjaniorGoraungitholekanjani

nix(youarebusywithbaby,lovehere,whydon’t

youaskGorahowareyou?OrGorahowdidyou

findme?No!)“babyohmybabymylove”(he

imitateshimandIcouldn’tholdmylaughterasI

burstoutlaughing”helooksmydirectiononceandI



immediatelyshutit.Hegetsupwithhisdaughteron

hishandskissesherforeheadthenputsherdown.

Guy:Portiababycanyougivedaddyaminute?

Portia?BeautifulnameshehasohmyPortiaIcan

justimagineyoulookingatmewiththoseinnocent

eyeswithnothingbutloveinthem.Shenodstoher

fatherandleaves.Ican’tcontrolmyfeetasImove

tothedoorfollowingher.

Guy:Holditrightthere

Iimmediatelyfreezeandturntolookathimandhe

callsmetocomebackusinghistwofingerslikehis

callingalittleboyover.ImoveandstoodwhereI

was.

Guy:Gora

Gora:HayifuckyouLanimaan!

OhhisnameisLani,interesting!

Lani:KantiGoraYhini?(whatisitGora?)

Gora:Howaboutthefactthatyoudidn’ttellmethat

youreportyoureverymovetothatgirl,thatI

couldn’tevenlietoheraboutyourwhereaboutsor



howaboutthefactthatyourchildisbloodywitch

whoturnsintoafireballorwhatabout..

Idon’tknowwhenorhoworwhybuttheguyturned

intoananimalabeastandmyheartstopped.Am

definitelynotgettingPortia.HehasthisGoraguyby

theneckbuthisfightinghim.

Gora:HayifokofwenaLani!Checkthesocial

networksandyouwillseethatamnotlayingabout

thisgirlofyours.

Heletsgoofhisneckandhetakesouthisphone

andpressonitthenshowedhimsomething.Wait!

Hedidn’tknowhisdaughterisasupernatural?

Interestingindeed!Thebeastdisappearsashis

lookingatthephoneandhereturnstohisnormal

statebutwearestillfreakedout.Idefinitelywantto

jointhecobras.

Tobecontinued

Pleasecontinuetoshare



#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:45]Tate:TheLight

Insert17

Khangelani

Idon’tknowwhathappenedbutallIrememberis

prayingandlosingstrength.IguessGodheardmy

prayersorelseIwouldn’tbehere.Nowbacktothe

questionwhyismydaughterherewhenI

specificallyaskedforhertobetakencareofand

whywassheonfire.Maybeit’ssomekindoftrick

becauseasmuchasIknowshehaspowersbut

theyarenottothisextentorarethey?Idon’tknow,

GoraisangryIwanttofindoutwhy.Theguysthat

tookmefromCapeTownarehereandIwonderwhy.

Thecommandermustthinkamdeadnowwhichis

perfectformebecausethatmeanshewon’tseeme



coming.ButbeforeanythingIwillnottellanyone

thatamalivejustButtonsbecauseIneedhimto

findwhothisotherpersonis.Whowasthe

commanderworkingwith?Iwillfindoutanddo

goodonmypromise.

Lani:GoraExplainhowyouendedupherewithmy

daughterandherbeingonfire?

Hegoesontotellmeeverythingthathappenedup

tothemomentIwokeup,Iampissedthatshewas

exposedlikethatandalreadyGoraiscallinghera

witch.Thatalonehurtherandremindedherofher

motherandhowshedied.Shewasaccusedof

beingawitchandamsurethatafterhearingGore

saythatherfearscametolifebutdidn’tactonthem

becauseofme.IpromisedtoprotectherandIwill

tojustthat.

Lani:Goracanyoustopcallingherawitch?That

wordiskindofsensitivetoher

Voice:YeahIagreeman,callherasupernaturalor

somethingthat’smoreappropriate.

Iturnaroundandit’stheguythatinjectedme,this



foolisinhotwatersyethestillhasballsbigenough

tointerfereinmyconversation.MmmIguesshe

reallydoesn’tknowme.

Lani:Whothefuckaskedyou?

Guy:Sorry

Lani:Shutthefuckupamcomingtoyou.

Gora:Idon’tcarewhatyouwantmetocallher

becauseIwillnevereverbecloseenoughtocallher

anything.YouandIdobusinessthebabysittingis

outofthequestion.

Myguyactuallylooksfreakedout,forsomeonewho

don’tknowGoratheywouldthinkhiscoolinthis

situationbutIknowhim,hisshaken.

Lani:ButIwantyoutobeherpersonalguardsince

youalreadyknowsomuchaboutherandyou

bonded.

Gora:Ini!!Hayiuyanyamfethuyezwa?Uyanyasaan

(what?!!Noyoutalkshitnowmyguyyourhear?

Youtalkshitboy)

See?Itoldyouhisfreakedout,GoraknowsIcan’t



changemyfatherswishesyesIcanbutnotwhenit

comestothepeoplehetrustedthemosttoprotect

meandthatisGoraandGrinderButtonstoo.He

toldmewhenIhavekidsIwouldhavetochoose

peopleItrusttoo,tobebyherside.SoherguardI

willhavetopersonallychoosewhenthetime

comes.

Lani:Ngiyadlalahawu(amjoking)butonaserious

noteIneedButtonstogetridofthosevideosand

picturesofmybabyonthenet.

Gora:Done

Lani:Nowyou(totheguysthatkidnappedmein

CapeTown)whoareyou?

Theyscratchtheirheadswithnoonewantingto

answereventhefoolthathadasayonhowmy

daughtershouldbeaddressed.Iseetheywantto

knowwhoIreallyIam.

Lani:Iwillnotaskagain,whothefuckareyou?

Guy:MynameisNhlakaniphoandweareoneofthe

reenforcementteams.



Whatthefuckisthecommanderplayingat,are

theseguysworkingforhimoraretheyjustapawn

inhisgame.

Lani:Keeptalking

Nhlakanipho:Wellwegotamissiontogetyouin

CapeTownasyouknow

Gora:Whatthefuck?Youtheonesthatshotuswith

bloodydatslikeweanimals?

Nhlakanipho:Sorryaboutthatbutthosewereour

orders

Lani:Butyouweregivenaordertoshootmewitha

realgun?

Nhlakanipho:Okayletmeexplainallthis,wegota

missionfromthecommanderinstructingustoget

youfromCapeTown.Nowwedon’tquestionorders

that’showweoperate.Sowedidthemissionandit

wasasuccess,thentodaywegotanothermission

butnotfromthecommanderwellwedon’tknow

wherewegotitfrombutweweretoldtobackup

someonefromtheCabrasandsinceweknowabout

thecobraswedidastold.Weonlysawitwasyou



beingrescuedafterbeingkidnappedbyus,that’s

wheretheconfusioninussettledin.

Gora:Youthefuckingreenforcementteamthathe

ownsbythewayandyoushotyourownGeneral

andtreatedtheteamthatheleadslikesisies.Isthat

right?

Nhlakanipho:That’saboutrightyes

Gorawenttothemandreleasedamotherofall

clapsonallofthem.Iwasshockedandsowere

they.

Gora:That’sformakingmelooklikeIcan’tprotect

myownboss.

Hegoesagainwiththeclapsstartingwiththeone

hefinishedwithtotheonehestartedwith.

Nhlakanipho:Whatwasthatfor!!

Gora:Thatforfuckinglayingyourdirtyhandson

yourelders,respectboysnx

HebanakantiWhathappenedtoGoratoday?My

manispissedandamnotgettinginvolved.

Nhlakanipho:Shitthathurts.



Guy:Ithinkhebrokemyjaw

Saidtheotheronebuttheothersremainquiet

takingitlikementheythinktheyare.

Gora:Doyouboyshavesomethingtosaytothe

Generaloryouwanttofightme?

Nhlakanipho:Wedon’twanttofightMrGorasir!Sir

Generalwehumblyapologizeforourpartinthis,we

didn’tknowbetterpleaseforgiveussir.

Lani:Youwillproveyourselvestomethen,who

sentthesmsGora?

Gora:Ourteam

Lani:Good!Sothecommanderdoesn’tknowthat

youwereinvolvedinthisrescuemissionandIwant

youtokeepitthatway.Whenweleavehereburn

thehouse,IwanthimtothinkIdiedheretoday.You

willgobacktoworkasusualandyoudon’tmention

anyofthistoanyonebutyoureporteverythingthe

commanderdoestome.Understood?

Them:Yessir

Lani:GoodandwenaNhlakaniphosisezokhuluma



ngokungijovakwakho(andyouNhlakaniphowe

willstilltalkaboutyouinjectingme)

Hescratchedhisheadasifhisthinkingbutdoesn’t

sayaword.

Lani:GoraletgohomebutIwantButtonsback

fromCapeTownbecauseit’stimewefindwhois

workingwiththecommander.

Gora:Amonit

Weleftthehouseandmetmydaughterinthecar.I

justtookherinmyarmsandembracedher.Ifeelat

peaceandcontent,she’smylifeandnotreadytobe

exposedyet,she’sstillyoungandinschool.She

doesn’tneedthisandIknowButtonswilltakecare

ofit.Peoplewillevendoubtthattheyevensawher

afterhisdone.

Lani:Wegoinghomesweetheart,wegoinghome.

Isaidthismoretomyselfthanher,todayshesaved

mebutIwillsaveherfortherestofherlifebecause

thereisnomewithouther.She’smyLight.



Grinder/Nyezi

IgotthecallthatIhavebeenwaitingforandtosay

amhappywillbeanunderstatementbutthisisno

timetorejoiceyet.Ineedtogointhereandshare

thenewsandonethatshowsguiltisdead.Iwentin

afterthecallbutnoonepaysattentiontomeas

everyoneisbusydoingsomethingtotryandfind

Lani.

Grinder:Youcanstopwhatyoudoingnoweveryone

Sizwe:Whyandwhomadeyoutheboss?

Grinder:Thulawenashlama(shutupyoupieceof

shit)asIwassayingbeforeIwasrudelyinterrupted.

(IsaideyingSizwe,theboyscomecloseexceptfor

ButtonswhichIknowwon’tbecausewhenhisin

thatmodenoonecanstophim.Iwonderwhathis

doing)

Grinder:TheGeneralhasbeenfound

Them:yeeeh(theycheeredandhightfiveeach

other,Iguessthisishowtheboyscelebratebutmy



guyslookrelievedbutdon’toverdoit)

Poison:Nowwecangohome

Snakes:WherethefuckisSizwe(weallwentquiet

lookingaroundforSizweandhewasgone.Itook

myphoneandtextedGorathatZisweistheculprit)

Grinder:Boyswearegoingonahunt,Hakunyiwe

once!!!

Everyonewentbacktowhattheyweredoingwhile

ourguyslookedpissedwhiletheywereloading

theirguns,snakesbrushingthehugesnakehehas

onhisneck.UzonyauSizwengimufunangokwami

sibonisane(Sizwewillshithimself,Iwanthimfor

myselfsothatwecandealwitheachother)

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingthefamily

Iwillnowfocusontherainqueen

#MaMoloi
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Mnqobi

Todayamgettingdischargedfromthehospitaland

Godknowsamgratefultobegettingoutofherestill

breathingandwalkingonmyowntwofeet.Myidiot

brotherbroughtmeclothestochangeandhedidn’t

wanttogooutwhileIchangebecauseaccordingto

himamnotwellenoughtodressmyselfsohe

wantedtohelpmedress.Butnowamdone

dressingandthefooldidn’tevenliftafinger.Allhis

beendoingissittingonthatchairlookinginto

spacebusysmilingandfrowningatthesametime.

It’slikehisthinkingaboutthemostamazingthing

thatheadmiresthewayhesmilesbutatthesame

timehefrownslikehisafraidorsomething.What

couldhebethinkingabout?



Mnqobi:Hasambeslima(letsgoidiot)

Nhlakanipho:WhathaveIdonenow?

Mnqobi:Youweresupposedtohelpmegetdressed

butinsteadyousattheredaydreamingaboutGod

knowwhat.

Nhlakanipho:Youwon’tunderstandbro

Iwon’tunderstand?SometimesNhlakaniphothinks

amoneofhisbuddies,whatinthehellwouldn’tI

understandwiththestuffhedoes?ImeanIhave

beentheredonethat.

Mnqobi:Tryme

Nhlakanipho:OkayokayIcantkeepittomyself

anyway,IhavefoundmyselfagirlnotscratchthatI

havefoundmyselfawoman.She’syoungbutIwill

waitforherbecauseshe’sworthit.

Mnqobi:Okayholdup,yousayyoufoundagirlora

woman?

Nhlakanipho:Ayoungwoman

Whyishebeingtechnicalaboutthis,ismybrothera

Bentenorsomething?



Mnqobi:Okayexplain

Nhlakanipho:Wellshe’sthemostbeautifulwomanI

haveeverlaidmyeyeson.Shelightskinbutnottoo

light,abittall,hasshorthairandwhatIlovethe

mostisthatshe’snotypicalwoman.

Mnqobi:Interesting!Sowhatdoyoumeanshe’sno

typicalwomanbecausetometheyareallthesame.

Nhlakanipho:Notthisonebro,thisoneisnotlike

theothers,she’sasupernaturalandsexyasfuck

whenshedoesherthing.

Mnqobi:WowIthinkIlikeheralready,supernatural?

That’sreallydiffidentsotellmehowoldissheand

whenammeetingher?

Hegoes“eish”andthatalonemakesmewonder

whatthehelldidmybrothergethimselfinto?

Mnqobi:What’swrong?

Nhlakanipho:Nothing,justthatyoumayhaveto

waitafewyearstomeetherthatisifherfather

doesn’tbecomeaproblem.

Mnqobi:WhydoIhavetowaityearstomeether



andwhydoyouthinkherfatherisgoingtobea

problem?

Nhlakanipho:Firstlyshe’syoungerthanmelike

maybe3or4years

Mnqobi:Nhlakanipho!Thatisachildyouaretalking

aboutandamsureshe’sjuststartinghightschoolif

she’sthatyoung.

Nhlakanipho:Iknowthat’swhyIsaidyoumight

havetowaitafewyearstomeether.Iwantherto

growandmaturewhileIwaitforherwhilekilling

everyniggerthattrieshisluckwithher.

Mnqobi:Soyounotdatingthisgirl?

Nhlakanipho:Notyetbutsoon

Mnqobi:Sowhydoyouthinkherfatherwillbea

problemifyounotevendatingher?

Nhlakanipho:Manthat’swhereitgetsreallyfucked

up.

Mnqobi:Enlightenme

Nhlakanipho:Ican’tsaymuchaboutitbutwhatI

cansayisthatherfatherisaverypowerfulman,a



beastlikeliterallythatyoudon’twanttomesswith

andIhavealreadymessedwithhimonceIdon’t

thinkIcandoitagainandlivetotellthetail.

Mnqobi:Hecan’tbemorepowerfulthanusman,we

cantakehimoutandyoucangetyourgirl.

Nhlakanipho:OhtrustmeIwishitwasthatsimple

butit’snot.

Mnqobi:Whatdoyoumean,entlekwhoisthisguy?

Nhlakanipho:ThatIcanttellyou

Mnqobi:Thentellthecommanderitmightbe

someoneonourraider

Nhlakanipho:OhtrustmewhenIsaythe

commanderisanantcomparedtothatguy.Please

don’taskanymorequestionsbecauseamstilltrying

togetonhisgoodbooksandshowhimthatama

goodguysowhenthetimecomeshewillgiveme

hisblessingtobewithhisdaughter.

Mnqobi:Ifyousayso

Nhlakanipho:Idosayso

Idon’tlikethis,Idon’tlikeitatall,ifNhlakanipho



hasalreadymessedwiththisguywhatwillstophim

fromsilencinghimforgood.Imeanhesaidit

himselfthatthemanismorepowerfulthanthe

commandernowtheonlypersoninthewoldthat

wedon’thavedirtonthatcanbemorepowerful

thanusorthecommanderisthegeneral.EveryoneI

meaneveryonefromthepresidentsofthese

countriestothearmyweandthemostpowerful

businessmanordruglordswehavefileson.Sothat

iswhyamabitshockedwhenhesaysthattheman

ismorepowerfulthanus.Ijusthopemybrotheris

notmessingwithsomeonethatwillkillhimand

sendhisbodypartstoMagebaandSmangele.

Khangelani

Wearehomeandmybabyissleeping.GoraandI

areworkingtryingtofigureouthowSizweandthe

commandercommunicatedorfindatleastalead

onwheretheycouldbe.SeeSizwevanishedand

theteaminCapeTownleadbyGrinderarelooking



forhim,butIknowtheywon’tfindhimbecausehis

nowgoingtomeetupwiththecommander

whereverheis.AmgoingtoenjoykillingSizweGod

knowIwill,themanisonlytryingtokillmenow

whenambackinpoweryetheletmebewhenIwas

atmylowestwithnocontactsorresourcestofight

backandhedecidestodoitnow?Why?

Sizweisnotstupidandsoisthecommander.This

mustbeawellthoughtoutplanandfindingthem

won’tbeeasy.ButIknowonceIgetmyhandson

himhisdead.Thecommander,wellwithhimIwant

tomakeanexampleof,Iwanttomakeasymbolic

messageoutofhisbodysothatanyonewhodares

thinkit’sagoodideatogoagainstmethinkstwice.

ThesetwothinkIjustgotabeastandfeaston

people’sbloodwhenamangryandthat’stheendof

it.Buttheydon’tknowhalfoftheshitIhadtogo

throughtoactuallymastercontrollingthisbeast,ifI

hasn’tIwouldbekillingeverythingthatmoveslikea

newbornvampire.IrememberAconversationIhad

withmyfatherwhenIwas9yearsold,hehadjust

foundmeafterkillingadogthatirritatedmeby



barkingnon-stop.Hehadasked.

“Iseeyoukilledit”Ihadansweredstillfullofrage

lookingatthedeaddog.“yes”henoddedhishead

“Isee,sohowdidyoukillit!”Thatquestionhas

takenmebackbecauseIdidn’tthinkhewouldask

methat,Ithoughthewouldscoldmeforkillingbut

noheaskedhowIkilledit.NowthistimeIwasn’t

toosureofmyanswerbutIansweredanyway“I

snappedit’sneck”Iansweredwithmyvoiceunsure

“Mmmhowlongdidittaketodie”hehadasked,

nowthisquestiongotmedoubtingifitwasreason

enoughtokillthatdogbutIansweredanyway

becausewhenmyfatherspokeyouresponded“I

wantedtoitkeepquietsoIsnappedit’sheadonce

andbrokeit’sneckinonego,soitdiedinstantly.”

Henoddedandsaid“fromtodayonwardsyou

goingontraining,everydayafterschoolyougo

huntingandyouwilleatwhatyougetonyourhunt,

ifyougetnothingyoueatnothing”Ithoughthewas

joking,ImeanIwasayoungboysohewouldn’t

deprivemefood.ButIwaswrongbecausethe

followingdayafterschoolIgothomechangedand



headedtothekitchenformyfoodbuthestopped

meandgavemeadaggerandtoldmethatwe

goinghuntingandwhateverIgetIeatit.Iwas

furiousbutIknewbetterthantodisputewhathe

wassayingsowewenthunting.Unfortunatelyfor

meIdidn’tgetanythingbecauseIwastiredand

hungrysowewenthome,myfatherdidn’tgiveme

food.Iwasangryandsowasmymotherbutthere

wasnothingshecoulddo.Iwenttobedhungrybut

Icouldn’tsleepbecausemytummykeptrumbling

andhurtingbecauseofhowemptyitwas.IheardI

wolfhowlanditsoundedlouderthanitwassoIgot

upfromthebedandwenttothewindow.Itwasa

fullmoonandwolveskepthowlinglouderand

louderthatIjumpedoffmywindowandranasfast

asIcouldtotheforest,Iknewitwashunting

seasonforthem.YoumayaskhowIknew?My

fatheralwaysreadmeonebookwhenhereadmea

bedtimestory“thebeastsandthefullmoon”it

spokeallaboutwolvesandtheirinterest,their

abilitytoleaveandeatnormalfooduntilhunting

seasonwhentheyhavenochoicebuttoquench

theirthirstbyfeastingonanimalsandsometimes



humans.SowhenIrantotheforestIknewthey

werehuntingandIalsowantedtohunt,Iwas

hungrybutIwasnotscaredofthem.Ididn’tknow

whybackthenbutnowIknowit’sbecauseIamone

ofthem.Igottotheforestandmetupwiththem

runningaftersomethingpassingme,Ialsotookoff

runningafterwhatevertheywerechasing,Isoon

realizedthattheywerehuntingastagbutIcaughtit

firstdoingwhatIdidwiththedog.Isnappedit’s

neckonceanditfellontheground,Idon’tknow

whereIgotthatmuchpowerfrombecauseIwas

only9.Idon’tknowwhathappenednextbutIwas

wokenupbymyfatherinthemorning,Iwasinthe

forestfullofblood,frommyclothestomymouth

andhands.Heonlysaid“Iseeyouhadafeastlast

night”Ijustlookedathimandhesaid“mmm”he

tookmehomeandcleanedmeupthenputmeto

bed.FromthatdayonwardsIlivedbyhuntingand

leaningnewwaysofgettingmyprey.Sizweandthe

commanderdon’tknowthatIhuntlikeabeastand

lookinplacesnoonelooks.Iwillfindthemmyself

whenIgoouttherebutit’stoosoon,Ijustgothome

andmybabyneedsmehereforafewdays.But



afterafewdaysamgoingafterthemandtheywill

rememberwhyamcalledthebeast.

Pleaseshareandgrowthefamily
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Khulekani

It’sbeenaweeksinceIwasrescued,wellinthat

weekIspenttimewithmybaby,eventhoughwe

couldn’tgooutinpublictogetherwegottohave

somefunathome.Shemademehaveafullbody

massagewithherathome,saidIneededthe

pamperingafterwhatIhadbeenthrough.Ihad

neverdonethatbeforebutformybabyIdiditand



enjoyedit.Shealsomademedomymannails

whileshedidhergirlystuff.Wehadourromantic

fatherdaughterdateandwedressedup,forachef

andwaterstocookandserveus.Mybabylovedit,

thatonelovesbeingtreatedlikeaqueenandIhope

myeffortswillonedayworkinherfavorbybeing

abletodifferentiatebetweenrealloveandpurelust

orabadboylikeherrealfatheroragentlemanlike

me.IknowamblowingmyownhornbutIwanther

tohavestandardsandknowherworthasawoman.

Whethershehasnothingorhaseverythingbutin

herloverseyesshemustbeeverythingmorethan

thematerialthings.Shedeservesit.NowIdidn’t

stopworkingwhileIspentallthistimewithmy

baby,Iputmyearsonthegroundandstarted

listeningtothestreetsandsniffingaroundforclues

andIfoundoutthatSizweandthecommanderare

layinglowinthedustybuildingsofHillbrowandam

onmywaythereaswespeak.GoraandI.Whohas

beenavoidingmybabylikesomecontagious

diseaseandwhenIaskedhimhesaidhishad

enoughofbabysittingtolasthimalifetime.When

wegottoJoburgwestayedinoneofthesafe



housesandwaitedformyguytoinformmewhen

theyarrived.WespentthewholedaywithGora

talkingaboutanythingandeverythingtodowithmy

beingtheGeneral.Wedidn’ttouchthematterat

handbecauseGoraandIarethesamewedon’t

celebrateuntilvictoryisours.Latethateveningmy

guycontactedmeandtoldmethattheyhave

arrivedandarewithalotofmansurroundingthem

likebodyguards.WellIdidn’texpectanylessfrom

thembutGoraandIweren’tshaken,wewentold

schoolonthemwhenitwasjustthetwoofustrying

togettheCobrasonthemap.Wetrustednoone

andworkedasone.Weloadedourgunstakingback

upsandhittheroadgoingtoHillbrow.Damn!This

placewillneverchangeinsteaditgetsworse,I

wonderhowpeoplewhoareusedtoluxurylike

SisweandMxolisimanagedtostayhere?But

desperatetimescallfordesperatemeasuresI

guess.Goratookthebacksothattheydon’tgoout

thatwaywhileItookthefront.Iwenttothedoor

onceGoraconfirmedhispositionandknocked.One

ofhismenopenedthedoorandIquicklysnapped

hisneckbrakingitintheprocess.Iholdhimbefore



hehitsthefloorandplacehimgentlyontheground,

anothercomesandIshothimwithmysilencerand

hefell.Wellthatcouldnotbeavoided,Iwentonand

metwithmoremen,Iguesstheyheardwhenthat

onefell.FromthereonIwasshootingandsnapping

theirneckswhiletheyfellonthegroundlikeflies.

Gunshotsdidn’tstopfromtheback,soundslike

Gorahascompanyofhisown.WitheachshotI

shottokillbecauseIplacedthebulletrightbetween

theguyseyesandIdon’tmiss.Theonlypeoplewith

thiskindofskillaretheoldmembersofthecobras,

me,Gora,ButtonsandGrinder.Alltaughtbymy

father.Theothersareskilledbutnotlikeus,we

haveadifferentwayofkillinganditnever

disappointseverytime.Thegunshotsfromthe

backgoquietandIknowGoraisdonewiththem

likeIamonmyside.

Mxolis:Soyoufinallyfoundus?

Lani:OfcourseIdid

Sizwe:Buthow?

Lani:Amnotheretomakesmalltalk



Sizwesokhumalo.

Iwalkslowlygoingtowardsweretheirvoicesare

comingfromandIknowGoraisdoingthesame.

Lani:WhySizwe?

Sizwe:Why,youaskedwhy?

Lani:Yesthat’sallIwannaknow

Sizwe:Yougoinandoutofthisganglikeyou

walkinginandoutofyourhouseandthenwewill

belefttopickupyourpieces.Youcomeback

peoplebowatyourfeet,wellnotme.

Lani:GoodbecauseIwouldn’twantyourdirtyself

bowingbeforeme(GoraandIshotatthesame

time.IshotSizwerightbetweenhiseyeskillinghim

instantlywhileGorashotMxolisitwiceonhisleg

andhewasgroaninginpain.

Lani:Myfathergaveyoualifeandalegacy.Then

youturnaroundandletgreedtakeoveryou.

Mxolisi:Amnotscaredofyou.Doyourworst.

Lani:Goodthenwewon’thaveproblems.Iwillpull

yourheartoutofyourchestwhileyouarestillalive.



Iwantyoutofeeleverysinglepaininflictedinyou.

Mxolisi:Youmustthinkyouareyourfatherbutyou

not,youareweakexcuseofaman.

Lani:ButIammyfather’sson.

Isaidthatanddidn’tgivehimachancetorespond

asIdugmysharpnailsintohischestandthe

momentmyhandcameintocontactwithhiswarm

beatingheartonmyhandIleftlifebeingbreathinto

me.Ihelditmovingmyhandaroundcuttingthe

arterieswithmynailswhilehecriedlikeaboythat

hewas.Ipulledtheheartoutandhestopped

moving.IlookedatitbeatinginmyhandandIlicked

theflowingbloodoffmyhand.

Lani:Gorabringmymedicalbag,amkeepingthis

heartitmightcomeinhandyoneday.

Gora:Sure.

Hewentoutandbroughtmymedicalbag/cooler

withiceinitandIplacedtheheartinitandasked

himtodeliverittooneofourcontactsatthe

hospitalweworkwith.WhilehewentthereItook

bothbodiesandloadedthemintheboot.The



streetswerequietandclearbutinHillbroweven

whenyouseesomethingyouactblindifyouwant

tolive.Amsuresomeonesawmebuttheywon’t

sayanything.AfterIwasdoneIdroveoffstartingat

ParkStationbecauseIwantplacesthatare

crowded,Iwanttheirbodiestobeoutthereforallto

seetheyaresymbolictothoseweworkwiththey

nowwhatamabouttodomeans.IgottoPark

Stationandthisplaceisstillbusy,peopledon’t

sleephere.IlookforanappropriatepoleandI

foundit,oneofmyguysarrivedandIcutthe

commander’sneckjustopenenoughforhisheadto

fitintothepole.Hetookthestepladderand

positionedit,igavehimtheGeneralheheldthe

headpositioningitproperlywhileIheldthefeet.We

puthimupandhehanged,peoplepassingbygasp

atthesightbutasIsaidthisisJoburgnoonesees

anythingorhearsanythingbasicallytheyareblind

andmute.WethendrovetoBreetaxirank,nowif

youwanttocausechaosinJoburgBreeistheplace

todoit.Butaroundthistimeitwasjustafewtaxis

left,ItookmyhuntingdaggerandcutoffSizwe’s

headandwenttohangitonthepolerightthereat



thetaxirankthenleft.Iwillsendhisbodytohis

familylater.IgottothesafehouseandGorawas

alreadythere,Icleanedupateandwenttosleep.

ThefollowingmorningJoburgwaschaosjustlikeI

planned,policecarsandjournalistswereatboth

scenes.Thewholethingwasonnationalnews,

speculationsandpossiblescenarioswerebeing

playedbythedifferentTVstationsandradio

stations.Thewholedaysamethinghappened

militarywasdeployedtotheplacesasthepeople

feltunsafe.ThefollowingmorningJoburgwas

marchingpeoplefromalloverJoburgwereona

silentmarch,theyhadboardswritten“MR

PRESIDENTSPEAKFORUS”othersaying“WEARE

NOTSAFERESCUEUS”otherssaid“SAVEOUR

GENERATIONSAVESOUTHAFRICA“thepeopleall

haddug-tapeontheirmouthswearingwhiteT-

shirtsandblackpantswithredshoes.Itwasa

silentmarchindeed.Peopletookbusesfrom

differentplacesgoingtotheUnionBuildingsin

Pretoria.NowthisistheattentionIwanted,Iwanted

ourpresidenttosweatandactuallydowhat’sright

byme.Hemaybethepubliceyeandtheperson



peoplevotedforbutmyorganizationmadehimand

isplayingahugeroleinprotectingthiscountryand

ifamunderattackJacobZumamustfeelittooand

helpmesorttheissuesout.Wedoalotforthis

countryprotectingitfromterroristsifyouare

lookingatthingsSouthAfricaistheonlycountry

withnoterroristsattacksandit’snotbecausethey

don’ttrytheydobutweweretaskedtobeonthe

lookoutandweeliminatethethreatbeforeitgetto

thepublic.YoumightbeaskingwhyIwanthim

involved?Wellit’sbecausehewasstupidandhe

decidedtogivetenderstothecommanderjustin

thatweekIwasbeingheldwithoutinvestigation

andwithoutcheckingunderwhichnamewerethey.

Nowthosetendersareunderthecommander’s

nameandnottheorganizationandthosefundsare

theonesweusetosortoutthesethreatsandtrain

theirmilitarytoo.Yeswearetheprivatecontractor

thattrainsthecountry’smilitaryyethejustsigned

withoutchecking,hecouldhavebeensigningoff

thecountrymilitaryweaponstotheenemyandhe

wouldn’thaveknown.Sothisactionistowakehim

up.Nowthisisoverpositionsneedtobefilled,a



newcommanderneedstobeappointedandthat

rolecomeswithalotofresponsibilityasthatisalso

themostimportantdevisionofthisorganization.

Sizwe’spositionalsoneedstobefilledbecauseIdo

needsomeonetotakeoverhisdutiesandIalso

needsomeonetooverseetheITteaminCapeTown.

AlotneedstobedoneInashortperiodoftime

becauseifIdon’tfillthesepositionsitwillcreatea

gapfortheenemytoattackandIcan’taffordthat

now,notwhenIhavejustexecutedtwoofmyown.

NB:pleasenotethattheformerpresidentbeing

mentionedinthestorymeansnothing,thestoryis

mythbutthenameismentionedjusttogiveitabit

ofrealinit.Irepeatalltheinformationinthestoryis

myth.

Pleaseshareandgrowthefamily
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Mnqobi

It’sbeenaweeksincewewokeuptothedeathof

ourcommander,themostpowerfulmaninour

group,ourownglue,whenthenewsbrokeoutallof

uswereamazedandshockedastowhocaneven

daretrythecommanderbutwhenNhlakanipho

arrivedandIexpressedmyworryhesaidthathe

knewwhokilledhimandIaskedwhoandhesaid

thefatherofthegirlhisinlovewith.Iwasmadthat

hesaiditsocasuallywhenIwasshitscaredfor

him,ifthatmancankillthecommanderwhatcan

hedotohim?Imeanhekilledthecommanderthat

meansallofuscombinedarenothingagainsthim

yetmyidiotbrotheractsallcoolaboutit.Allweek

wehavebeenscaredlookingoverourshoulders

worriedthatoneofuswillbenext.Noneofus



wantedtogobacktoHQbutIdidbecauseIwanted

todistractmyselfandalsowhatbetterplacetobe

whensomeoneiskilledpeopleouttherethanHQ

wherealltheweaponsandammunitionis.Onthe

seconddaywhentheMarchstartedeveryoneelse

joinedmeatHQ.Weworkedonthemissionswe

alreadyhave.Todaywegotamessagetomeetat

HQ,that’sallitsaysandifitdidn’tcomefromthe

usualcommunicationnetworkIwouldbe

suspiciousofit,okayamsuspiciousofitbecause

thecommanderisdeadmaybethispersonwantsto

killeachandeveryoneofus.ButwhatcanIdo?So

nowamonmywaythereandhopingforthebest.

Khangelani

It’sbeenaweekandthepresidentsenta

messengertomelastweekforustomeet.Of

courseIsenthimawayandtoldhimthatwewill

meetwhenamwellandready.Iwasn’taboutto

leavemybabybehindafteranotherweekofbeing



awayfromhertogoandmeetupwithamanwho

doesn’tknowwhathewants.Imetwithhimon

Fridaylastweekandtriedtoresolveourissues.

NowIhavecalledameetingwiththereenforcement

teamtogetherwithmine.Positionsmustbefilled

andterritoriesshared.Amstillnotreallysurewho

getswhatpositionbutIwillseewhenIgetthere

becauseatthemomenteveryonelooksgoodon

paperandIhavealltheinformationoneveryoneI

justhavetomeetthem.GoraandButtonsarewith

meandGrinderwiththerestteamthatwasstillin

CapeTownwillmeetusthere.Forthefirsttimein

foreveraminaslimfitsuit,theymustseethatI

meanbusinessandIdon’twanttobelongIhave

datewithmybabytonight.ThedrivetoHQisquiet

mainlybecauseIdidn’tletGoraInonmyplans.As

muchaswearecloseheknowswhenamquietI

meanbusinessandIlikethatheknowswhento

shutupandletmebe.Whenwearrivewepark

insidethebuildinginaspecialparkingwitha

elevatordoornottoofarfromit.Wegetoutand

headthereandittakesusuptothelastfloor,we

getthereandit’sabitcrowded,myteamthatwasin



CapeTownishere,Nhlakanipho’steamishereand

anotherteamisalsohere.Theykeepquietassoon

aswewalkin,greatthisiswhatIwant.

Lani:Greetings

Theymumbletheirgreetings

Lani:Right!Igettoitthenbecausethereisnotime

towaste.Forthoseofyouwhodon’tknowmewill

bytheendofthismeeting.Rightnowpositions

needtobeallocated,asyounowMxolisiyour

formercommanderisdead,IkilledhimandSizwe

aswell.Nowthosepositionsneedtobefilledas

wellasgetsomeonetooverseetheteaminCape

Town.Alsobytheendofthismeetingoneofyou

willmoveovertothecobrasbutmostlythatperson

willberesponsibleforguardingmydaughter,that

personwillbehershadowmakingsureshe’ssafe

atalltimes.Thatpersonwillnotgoanywherenear

herbuttheywillbecloseincaseofdanger.

TheyarenoddingbutmostarenotwillingandIsee

itintheireyes,exceptNhlakaniphoIseehehasa

softspotforherandinordertokeephimawayfrom



herhewillguardherandbythelookofthingshe

wouldlaydownhislifeforherthatiswhatIneed.

Lani:Movingon,whoofyouisMnqobi?

Mnqobi:Iamsir

Lani:Good,youwillbethenewcommanderofthis

teamandbytheendoftheweekyouwouldknow

exactlywhatyourdutiesare.

Mnqobi:Yessir!

Hedoesn’tlookpleased,Iwonderwhybecausehis

goodatwhathedoesandhewillbeperfectforthis

position.Itdoesn’tmatterthoughhedoesn’thavea

choice.

Nhlakanipho:Ifhisthenewcommanderthenwhois

takinghisplace.

Lani:Whodiedandgavetherighttotalk?

Mnqobi:Amsorrysirpleaseforgivehim.

Nowhispissingmeoff.

Lani:MnqobiIjustgaveyouapositionwhereyou

don’tapologizetoanyone,whereyoudon’ttakebut



giveorders,whereyouhavetogrowathickskinto

makedeadlydecisionsnowcanyougrowsome

ballsandtakeonthepositionIgaveyou?

Mnqobi:Understood

Lani:Good,Nhlakaniphoyourjobwillbetoguard

mydaughterandyoumovingtothecobrasthat

meansuprootingyourlifeandmovingittoDurban.

Nhlakanipho:Iwillguardherwithmylifesir.

Lani:Ofcourseyouwilloryoudie,nowsince

MnqobiismovingoverasCommanderandsince

Poisonisalwaysreadyforactionyouwillbetaking

overMnqobi’spositionleadingoneofthebest

teamswehave.

Poison:Withpleasure

Lani:NowNhlakaniphoyourjobisnotonlytoguard

mydaughterbutyouwillbefillinginSizwe’s

positioninlogisticssinceyouaregoodatthat.

Nhlakanipho:Nowitfeelslikeyouknowme

personallyandamgratefulfortheopportunity.

Mnqobi:IswearIwishyouwerestillonyourteamI



wouldputyouonastraightlinesinceyouso

annoying.

Lani:Mmmsoyoualsoknowhowannoyingyour

brotheris.

Mnqobi:Unfortunately

Lani:NowinyourcurrentmissionwithLuthuliI

wantGoraInonitbecausetheclientpaidandthe

clientwillgetwhathewants.ButIwantmorefrom

this,IknowwehavetimebutIwantthatcompany

infiltratedintwomonthstimeandin6Iwanttosee

hisprojectiongoingdown.Thiscaseisabit

personalformesomakeitwork.

Mnqobi:Yessir

Lani:NowforCapeTown,IwantGrindertotakeit

on.

Grinder:HayiiyahlanyakemanjeumaPholoba

wangibekaecelenikwakhoandkulangizohlala

khona(noyoucrazynow,yourfatherputmeon

yoursideandthatiswhereamgoingtostay)

Lani:NgikuphethenjaloGrinder(amyourboss



Grinder)

Grinder:Youdon’tpaymeyourfathersetupan

accountthatpaysmeeverymonthforbeingby

yourside,healsohasarecordingwiththelawyers

statingthis.Iguessyourfatherknewyouwillwant

todoadumbthinglikethissoyoustuckwithme

ndoda.

Hisrightmyfatherwascrazyandamsurethereis

nolieabouttherecording.

Lani:Ihearyoubutinfrontofmypeopleyoudon’t

disrespectme.

Grinder:Naweinfrontofyourpeopleyoudon’tgive

meanewjob.

IlookatGora

Gora:Hayiungangibhekiminaangizingeni(no

don’tlookatmeamnotgettinginvolved)

Ichuckled

Lani:AlrightthenSnakeswillkeepaneyeonthem.

Snakes:withpleasure



Lani:Snakesdon’tkillthekidsjustlookafterthem

andgotoCapeTownnowandthen.

Snakes:But..

Lani:Nobutssnakesnokillingthekids.

Snakes:Sure

Lani:Alrighteveryoneshowmewhatyoumadeof.

Becausethereisanewgeneralintownandifyou

fuckupyoufollowMxolisiandSizwe.

Zwelethu

Thebabyisdueinthenextfourmonthsandwhen

thathappensplanBtotakecareofEsihlewillbe

underway.IneverlovedthewomanIwasjust

seeingherbutshefellpregnantandmyrealplan

gotdelayedbutnotforlong.Imissmybabynow,I

hadtosendhertoParisforacoupleofmonthsso

thatshedoesn’thearanythingaboutEsihlebeing

pregnant.IlovethatwomanandIletthewomanI

wasmarriedtoforyearsdiejustsoIcanbewith



herfreelywithnoreminderofmypast.Nokukhanya

didwellbyleavingonherownbecauseamsureI

wouldhaveshippedherofftoboardingschoolthen

militaryschoolafterthatsothatshediesthere.But

AmandaismylifewithherandmysonbymysideI

willfinallybethemanIalwaysdreamedof.Butfirst

Ineedtocheckonthecompanytomakesurethat

theirlegacyisingoodhands.

Narrated

Zwelethucheckshisemailsandeverythingthathas

beengoingon,hegotfeedbackfromhisPAabout

certainactivitiesthatwerebeingdonebysometop

executives.ItgotZwelethusoangrythatheordered

forHRtolookfortheirreplacementsandfirethem

assoonasthereplacementgetthere.Littledidhe

knowthatthiswaspartoftheplantobringhim

down.Hewaspacingupanddownsweating,angry

thatthepeoplehetrustedarenowbackstabbing

himandstealingfromhim.Buthewashappythat



hisPAtoldhimintimebeforetheybankrupthim.

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:51]Tate:TheLight

Insert21

Thambeka

It’sbeenweeksafterthecampandImustsayit

hasn’tbeeneasyforme,Ihavecried,Ihavedrank,I

havepartiedandwatchedromanticmovieswhile

eatingicecreamandcrying.Ihavedoneallthatand

it’senoughnow,IknowsomeofyoumaysaythatI

wantedthisandyesIdid,IwantedthemanIhave

lovedforsolongandwhenachancetohavehim

presenteditselforshallIsaywhenIcreatedan



opportunityforustofinallybetogetherItookitwith

bothhandsandusedit.Yesitdidn’tturnoutthe

wayIwantedandIgothurtintheend,justthatI

wouldlikeusladiestolistenwhenaguysaysthey

don’twantyoutoavoidgettinghurt.DoingwhatI

didthinkinghisplayinghardtogetwillonlyleadto

yourheartbreak.EnoughaboutthatandMrBolsick

whoisnowmypast.NowImissmygirlsandwhen

IwenttothegrouptodayreadingtheirmessagesI

sawonethatdisturbedme.Khanyawasonfireon

thepicturethatwaspostedandthewholethingwas

justhorrible.SoIdecidedtogoandvisithertoday

justtoseeifshe’sokay,Iknowsheliveswithher

fatherandthiswillalsogivemeachancetomeet

himandseethekindofpersonheisandifhetakes

careofmygirl.WellanotherthingIforgotto

mentionwasthatthroughouttheseweeksofme

beingheartbrokenandallthelettersdidn’tstop

coming,Ireadthefirst3butIstoppedreadingbut

theyjustdidn’tstop.ThefirstoneIreadsaid“Itold

youtostopbutIguessyouwantedtogetburned

beforeyoulisten”thesecondonesaid“Stopcrying

overamanthatwasn’tyoursandgogetyours,his



waiting”thethirdread“ifyoudon’tgoandfindyour

maninthenextmonthyouwillloseeverythingyou

own,youdidgetitallwithmymoney”afterthatone

Istoppedreadingthembecausetheywerejust

depressingme.IspoketoKhanyaandshetoldme

thatsheandherfatherarehomeandhesaidam

welcometocomeover.Shesentmeanaddress

thatisinLaluciawhichshockedmebecauseI

thoughtshelivedaroundMlazibutIwillseewhenI

getthere.Istartatabookshopandgetmygirla

diaryasalittlepresentandherfathersinglemolt

whiskey,Idon’tknowifhedrinksornotbutheyit’s

thethoughtthatcounts.Idrovetotheaddress

followingtheGPSandImustsaytheneighborhood

it’sexquisiteandhousesherearetodiefor,theyare

allthingsluxury.IgettothegateanddialKhanya

andtoldheramoutside,thegateopensandIdrive

in.Damnthisguymustbeloadedthatsportscar

alonecostabout2.5millionjeezwhatthehelldoes

hedotoaffordthat?Igotoutandwenttothedoor

andrangthebell.Iwaitforafewminutesandthe

dooropensandIcan’tbelievemyeyes,it’shimthe

giantinthepictureit’shim!OhMgGod!It’sreally



him.

Him:Areyougoingtostandtheredroolingoryou

gonnacomein?

Fuckhisrude!Thatvoiceshouldbetakenaway

fromhimhedoesn’tdeserveit.

Him:Hello?

HewaveshishandinmyfaceandIsnappedoutof

it.

Thembeka:Hello

Him:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwant?

Rudesonofadognx

Thembeka:MynameisThembekaZwideamhere

forKhanya

Him:SorryIdon’thaveaKhanyahereyougotthe

wrongaddress.

Voice:Dadthat’swhoamwaitingfor

Hecomestothedoorsmiling

Him:WhydoesshecallyouKhanyalikeshe’s



callingaboy?

Khanya:Dad!

Him:Finecomein

Amalreadyfedupbythisguyyetamsupposedto

bewithhisrudeass?Hayiwhoeverissending

thoseletterscangotohellamnotdatingthisrude

sonofdog.

Khanyaleadsustotheloungeandwesitthereand

sheoffersmesomethingtodrinkandIaskfor

water,shebringsitandsitsonthecouchopposite

me.

Khanya:SisThambiethismyfatherKhangelani

GcoboanddadthismysponsorsisThembie

Khangelani:Youdon’tneedasponsorbabydaddy

cangetyouanythingyouwant.

Khanya:Dad?

Khangelani:Oksorry,nicetomeetyouThembeka.

ThisguyissofullofitandifIhadsomewheretogo

Iwouldhaveleftalready.



Thembeka:Likewise,KhanyaIbroughtyou

somethingandyoutoo.

Khanya:ThankyousisThembie

Khangelani:Youdidn’thavetobutthankyou.

Amgettingsickofthisguynow

Thembeka:Khanyababycanyougivemeandyour

fatheramomentplease?

Khangelani:Whatfor?

Khanya:Okaysis

ShewentupstairsandIlookedatthisguy.

Thambeka:Listenhereandlistengood,youhaveto

stopsendingmelettersbecauseIwillneverbewith

youokay.

Helaughedlikereallylaughedandthatjustgotme

pissed.

Thembeka:What’ssofunny?

Khangelani:Girlyouneedtogetcheckedbecause

clearlysomethingisnotrightwithyou,whyinthe

hellwillIgetthetimetowastesendingyouletters?



Thambeka:Thenwho’sbeensendingmeletters?

Khangelani:HowthefuckshouldIknow?Ijustmet

youthenyoucomeatmeforshit,listenhereand

listengood,whoeversentyoutelhimamcoming

forhimandyoulookatmecarefullycozthisface

mightbethelastthingyousee.

Thewayhesaidthatsentshiversdownmyspine,

somethinginthewayhesaidthatmadehim

dangerousandcold.

Thambeka:IwillgetyoutheproofofthelettersI

havebeengettingtogetherwithyourpicture.

Khangelani:Youdothatandifyoudon’tcomeback

withthemyouwillseewhotherealKhangelani

Gcobois.

Icouldn’tstayanylongerbecausenowIwasshit

scared.Istoodupandtookmybagthenturnedto

lookathim,hiseyeswerecoldandthatalonemade

wishIdidn’topenmybigmouthbecausethereis

nothinginnocentaboutthisguy.

Thembeka:Iwillbebacktomorrowwiththeletters.



Khangelani:Noyoucomebackinanhourwith

everythingIwilltellyouwheretomeetbecauseyou

won’tbesettingfootinmyhouseuntilIknowwhat

yourdealis.

Shit!Shit!Thembekawhathaveyougottenyourself

into?

Thembeka:Iwillwaitforyourinstructions

Khangelani:Goodnowgetthehelloutofmyhouse.

Hedidn’thavetosayittwiceIleftinahungrygoing

tothedoor,Iopeneditthengottomycaropenedit

thendroveoff.Themaingatewasalreadyopened

whenIgottoitandIdroveout.

Khangelani

Iwouldsaythiswomanisbeautifulifshedidn’t

suddenlybecomesuspicious,shitsheiscloseto

mydaughterIneedabackgroundcheckonheras

innow.ItookmyphoneanddialedNhlakaniphoit

rangonceandhepicked



Nhlakanipho:Bossamnotatworkyetamstill

organizingmymovetoDurban.

Lani:Shutupandlisten

Nhlakanipho:Yessir

Lani:ThenameisThembekaZwideshe’scloseto

mydaughterandIdon’ttrusther.

Nhlakanipho:Iwillgetontoit

Lani:GoodandgettoDurbanfirstthinginthe

morningmydaughterisvulnerabletotheenemy.

Nhlakanipho:Iwillbethere

Idroppedthecallandforthefirsttimeafter

meetingNhlakaniphoheactuallysoundedpissed

aboutwhatIjusttoldhim.Mmmwewillseewhat

yourgameisNhlakanipho.

IdialedButtonsandhepickedupimmediately.



Button:Youwantthelocationorthelowdownon

her?

Lani:Everything

Button:HernameisThembekaZwideyourwife

Lani:Idon’thavetimetoplaygamesButtonsthis

girlsisclosetomybabyandIwillkillevenyouif

anythinghappenstoherwhileyoubusyplaying

Button:IwishIwasplaying,iknewaboutherfrom

theveryfirsttimeImetyourfather.

Lani:Whatthefuckareyouonabout?

Button:Letmeexplain,ThembekaZwideisthe

daughterofreverentZwidethefamouspastoron

TV.

Lani:WhyinthehellwouldIbeinvolvedwitha

churchgirl?

Buttons:That’sthethingshe’snotachurchgirl,

Thembekaisthereverent’sfirstbornfollowedby

hissonMandlathatisalwaysbyhissidewhenhe

doestheseTVthings.Thembekawaspromisedto

oneofthereverent’sfriendanoldrichmanwhohad



twowivesatthetimeandthereverentwasstilla

pastorbackthentryingtobuildachurch.Hisfriend

promisedtoputmoneyintohischurchandmake

himthemostfamouspastorinthewholeofSouth

AfricabutThembekarefusedasaresultshewent

andsleptwithherboyfriendatthetimeandlosther

virginityoneofthethingstheoldmanwasafterso

afterthatthemancutthedealandThembekawas

disownedbyherparentsandchasedheroutand

shewasonly18atthetime.

Lani:Whatdoesthatgottodowithme?

Button:WellThembekacametoDurbanandhustled

shetargetedthemostfearedmenandstolefrom

them.YourfatherbeingyourfathersawThembeka

asagoodmatchforyousoheaskedtohavedinner

withThembekaoneofthenightsandsheagreed

becauseyourfatherwasintheleagueofthepeople

Thembekatargeted.Soyourfatherleftabriefcase

fullofmoneyandleftthetabletellingThembeka

thathewasgoingtothemen’sroom,whenheleft

Thembekatookthemoneyandvanished.

Lani:Againwhatdoesthatgottodowithme?



Button:Amgettingtoit

Lani:Gettherefaster!

Button:YoushoutatmeonemoretimeandIcut

thiscall

Lani:Buttonsdon’tpissmeoff

Button:IdareyoutoshoutLaniandIwillcutthis

callandkeepmymouthshutaboutyourwife.

Lani:Finejusttellme

Button:ActingallmuchoKodwauthandanezindaba

(yetyoulikenews)

Lani:UsonyaButtonsyezwa!Uzonyasaan(youwill

shityourselfButtonsyouhearyouwillshityourself

boy!)

Buttons:Youknowamtheonlyonewhoknowsthis

soifyouwanttheinformationyouwillshutupand

letmefinishandstopwiththethreatstoothey

makemythroatdrythatIfeellikejustkeepingquiet

andnotsayanything.

Thisdogistryingme!Hisreallytryingmypatience.



Lani:KhulumaButtonsngilalele(talkButtonsam

listening)

Button:SoThembekalayedlowforawhilebutyour

fatherknewwhereshewas.OnedayAfter7

monthsThembekabroughtablockofflatsand

turnedthemintoserviceroomsandtooksisters

fromthestreetsandputthemintherooms.

Lani:Sistersinthestreets?

Buttons:Prostitutes

Lani:She’saprostitute?

Button:NoThembekaneversoldherbodyshejust

sawabusinessopportunityandtookit.Shegrew

thebusinessandexpandedit,madeitprofessional

andshit,onlinepage,medicalreports,hersistersas

shecalledthemgotaheftymonthlysalarywith

medicalaidandpensionfunds.

Lani:AgainwheredoIfitin?

Buttons:YourfatherwenttovisitThembekaright

beforehediedandmadehersigndocuments

Thembekawasterrifiedbecauseithasbeenyears



sinceshetookyourfather’smoneyandwhenhe

camebackwiththedocumentsshewasscared.

Lani:Whatdocumentswerethoseandwhydidn’t

shereadfirst?

Button:Likeyoureadthemwhenyousigned

Lani:WhatareyoutalkingaboutIdidn’tsign

anything!

Buttons:Youdid,rememberwhenyouwerein

varsityandyourfathershowedupandaskedyouto

signsomedocumentsandwhenyouaskedhesaid

hewasbuyingyouanewcar?

Lani:YesandIgotthenewcar

Buttons:Thecarwasalreadyboughtandthose

werenotcardocuments

Lani:IsawthepageithadBMWletterheadandall

Buttons:Butdidyoureadthecontents?

Lani:Nobut..

Buttons:Nobuts,yougotyouransweryousigneda

marriagecertificateandsodidThembekanoneof



youreadthedocumentsbecauseshewasshit

scaredofthemanshestolefromandyouwere

excitedaboutanewcar.

Lani:Ammarriedtoher?

Buttons:Yesandcongratulationsbyway.

Lani:FuckyouButtonsokayfuckyou!howcanyou

keepthisfromme?

Buttons:Thesamewayotherpeoplekeepyour

father’ssecretsuntilsuchtimetheyarerevealed.

Lani:WhatthehellamIsupposedtodowithher?

Button:Loveher?

Lani:Youknowwhat?Gototohell.

Icutthecallandsatdown.

Myfatherwasonetwistedbastard!Howthehelldo

yougetsomeonemarriedwithouttheirconsent?

FuckhowthehellamIgoingtoapproachthis?

She’sbeautifulthoughIgiveherthat,smarttoo.Am

fucked!ShitIhaveawife!IhavetocallGorahewill



knowwhattodo..Idialedhimandhepickedupon

thesecondring

Gora:Ja

Lani:Ammarried

Gora:Congratulations

Lani:ToawomanIdon’tknow

Gora:Wereyoudrunk?

Lani:Nomyfathermarriedusalongtimeago

Gora:Youfucked

Lani:Iknow

Gora:Haveyoumether?

Lani:yeah

Gora:Isshebeautiful?

Lani:Yes

Gara:Gotoyourfathersgravewithhisfavorite

whiskeyandthankhimforgroundingyourassthen

comebackandgetyourwifehome.



Lani:Areyoudrunk?

Gora:Fuckyou,gothankyourfatherandleaveme

alone.

Lani:IneedhelpmanIdon’tknowwhattodo

Gora:Haykemanjengiyabonaukuthiyingani

ubabakhoekuthatheleumfazi(nowIcanseewhy

yourfathergotyouawife)

Lani:Why?

Gora:Iyishimanendodonoyihlobekayazi(youare

afraidofwomenmanandyourfatherknew)

Lani:FuckyouGorayezwa(youhear)

Gora:Sure

Icutthecall,shit!Amreallyfuckedandtheseidiots

arenothelping.

Pleaseshareandgrowthefamily
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Khangelani

It’stwodayssinceIfoundoutIwasmarried,I

requestedthemarriagecontractfromButtonsso

thatIcanlookandmaybedivorceThembeka,I

meanthereisnowayinhellamgoingtobestuck

withsomeoneIdidn’tchooseasmywife.Wellthat

waswishfulthinkingbecauseinthecontracttherea

clausethatsayThembekaandIarenotallowedto

divorceundernocircumstances.Ithoughtitwasa

jokeuntilIconsultedourlawyertotryandgeta

divorceandheclearlytoldmethatnojudgeinthe

worldwouldgrantmeadivorcebecausethe

contractitforlifesotheonlywithsheandIwill

separateisthroughdeath.Ithoughthewasbluffing



soIwentaheadandmetwithoneofthejudgesthat

weworkwithandhereadthecontractthenlaughed

inmyfaceandtoldmethatmyfatherwasonesick

sonofbitch.Thatonitsowntoldmethatthe

divorcewasimpossibleevenbeforehecouldtell

mehimself.Nowtheissuewasmeetingherand

gettinghertomoveinwithmesincethatthenext

stepthatIshoulddoafterfindingoutbutIdon’t

havethecouragetodoso.ButIdidthesensible

thingoftellingmydaughteraboutthisandtosay

amdisappointedwillbeanunderstatement.My

babywasoverthemoonsayingthatThembekawas

agoodpersonwhohasbeenblindedtolovebyher

past.ShesaidsheandIwillmakeagoodcouple

sincewearebothbrokenandneedeachotherto

mendourbrokenhearts.Mybabyactuallysaidam

brokenlittledidsheknowthatshecameintomylife

andmendedmybrokenheart.Amsuremymother

ishappywhereversheisaboutthis.ShitIwonder

who’sknockingbecauseIclearlytoldmypeople

thatIneededtimetomyself.Iwalkedtothedoor

pissedandreadytotellthepersonwheretogetoff.

Iopenandaladystoodbeforeme.



Lani:What?

Lady:TheydidsayyougrumpysoIdon’tmind,just

callPortiaforme.

Lani:Whatthehelldoyouwantinmyhouse?

Sheignoresmeandpokesherheadinandcallsfor

Portia.Shecomesrunningdownthestairsand

whenshegetstomeshepushesmeaside.

Portia:Youhere

Lady:Yessweetspleasegetridofyourfatherhisin

mywayIneedtoworkmymagic.

Portia:Dadcanyoupleasegotoyourstudyand

don’tcomeoutuntilItellyouto.

Lani:Noamgoingtothekitchentomakemyself

somethingtoeatthemamgoingsitinthelounge

andwatchthesoccerhighlights.

Portia:JustgotoyourstudyandIwillbringyoua

sandwichandyoucanusethelaptopforyour

soccerthingwehaveWifi.

Lani:ButIdon’tknowthisladyandamnotaboutto

leaveyoualonewithher.



Portia:DadIknowyouhavesomeoneorpeople

watchingoverme24/7andifsomethinghappens

theywilltellyou.

Lani:But..

Portia:Leavedad(shegivesmealookthatshe

thinksisintimidatingbutit’scuteandIcan’tsayno

toitsoIleaveheralonewiththecrazylady.)

Isitinmystudyandfireupmylaptopandsearch

forsoccernews,shecomesinwithasandwichand

juice.Placesonthetableandtellsmetonotcome

out.InodbecausethereisnothingIcandoandshe

knowshowweakshemakesmesoIsitandgetlost

inmysoccerstuff.TwohourslaterIheardvoices,a

lotofthemandIstooduptogoinvestigatebutshe

opensthedoorbeforeIdo.

Portia:Whereareyougoing?

Lani:Tocheckonwhatisgoingonoutthere.

Portia:Noyounot.Takeashowerinyoursecret

roomandIwillbringyouclothestochangethen

youcanjoinus.



Lani:Whatsecretroomareyoutalkingabout?

Portia:Dad!

Lani:Fine,Idon’tevenknowwhyIneedtoshowera

gain.

Portia:Doitforme

Lani:Fine

ShegoesandIgotothe“secretroom”toshower

whichbythewayIdon’tknowhowsheknows.

WhenIgetoutmyclothesareontoponthecouch,

it’savest,T-shirt,jeansandsneakers.Iwearthem

thengetoutoftheroomtothelounge,myhouse

looksdifferent,it’sdecoratednicelyandthereisa

nicesmelloffoodcomingfromthekitchenandmy

idiotteamishereinmyloungehavingbeers.

Lani:Isn’tthisnice(theyallturntolookatme)

Grinder:Themanofthehour

Snakes:TheGeneral

Gora:Thehusband

Buttons:Whohasn’tgottenhiswifehome.



Nhlakanipho:Bossman

Lani:WhatpartofIneedmytimedidyouallnot

understand?

Button:Wellsinceamtheonewhowastoldtomake

sureyoufolloweveryruleaftermeetingyourwifeI

sawthatyounotdoingwhatyouaresupposedto

doItookituponmyselftodoitforyou.

Lani:WhatdidyoudonowButtons?

Buttons:Organizeforyourwifetocomehome.

Lani:DidInottellyouamnotreadyforthatyet?

Gora:Youneverwillbe(thedoorbellrangand

Portiawenttoattendtoitandcamebackwithher

followedbyguyscarryinglotsandlotofbigbags)

Buttons:OhguysputthebagsintheroomPortia

willshowyou.

Portia:Thisway

Lani:Andnow?

Thembeka:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

Buttons:OhMrsNgcobowelcometoyourhome



andpleasedomeetyourhusbandMrKhangelani

NgcoboandIbelieveyoualreadyknowyour

daughterPortia.

Thembeka:Whatsickjokeisthis?Firstyousend

peopletomyhousetopackallmythingsandbring

meherethennowammarriedtoyou?Soyouthe

onewho’sbeensendingthoselettersyetyou

pretendlikeyoudidn’tknowaboutthem.

Buttons:ThatwasmeIsentthemandnohedidn’t

know.Nowletmeexplain(hegoesontoexplainto

herhowwegotmarriedandgivesherthecopyof

thecontractandshestoodonherfeetmovingup

anddownmakingmedizzy.)

Thembeka:Noway!Thereisnowayinhellam

marriedtothisgiantarrogantmanno!Fineam

divorcingyourassbecauseIwillbedamnedifI

staymarriedtoyouI’dratheryoutakeallthatIown.

Buttons:Technicallyyoutwocan’tdivorcehe

alreadytriedandfailed(wellIdidn’tknowheknew

thatbutheythisisbuttons)

Nhlakanipho:Youhaveabeautifulwifebossand



bossladywelcomehome.(sheturnsandlooksat

meupanddownandamgettingangrybecause

she’sbeingdisrespectful)

Thembeka:What?Can’tyougetyourownwoman

thatyourfatherdecidedtohelpyouout?

Lani:MaZwidefollowmeIneedtohaveawordwith

you.

Thembeka:Amnotgoinganywherewithyou!

Lani:IwillnotrepeatmyselfThembeka(Isay

throughmyteethandshefollowsassoonasweare

outofsightIpulledhertomesohardshehitmy

chestandIpushheragainstthewallandpinher

handsaboveherheadandlookedatherintheeyes)

Lani:NowyoulistenandlistengoodMaZwideI

knownoneofthisisidealunfortunatelyIthinkso

toobutwearestucktogether.Amyourhusband

andyouwillrespectmebothinfrontofmy

daughterandmyfriends.DoImakemyselfclear

MaZwide?

Thembeka:YeboMapholoba



Lani:Good!Nowdowhatwivesdowehaveguests.

Thembeka:Idon’tknowwhereeverythingisorwhat

everyonelikesBaba

Lani:FindPortiashewillpointyoutotheright

direction.(Ilethergoandshefixherselfandturn

toleave)

Lani:MaZwide!

Thambeka:What?

Lani:Thembeka!(Isaysternly)

Thembeka:Mapholoba(shesayswithherhead

down)

Lani:Whoareyoutalkingtolikethat?

Thambeka:Ngiyaxolibaba(amsorrymyhusband)

Lani:YoulackrespectThembekabutdon’tworryI

willinstillrespectinyouandwhenIdoyouwill

neverdisrespectmeeveragainfornowpleasedo

keeppushingmeandIwillshowyouwhoyouare

marriedtosoonerthanlater.Siyazwana?(doyou

understand?)



Thembeka:Yes

Lani:Good(Iwalkpastherandbacktothegents)

Gora:Pleasedon’ttellmeyouhadheronherfirst

dayhome.

Lani:GofuckyourselfGora

Theylaughed

Thembeka

Okayammarried,Iamactuallyamarriedwoman

andmyhusbandisagiantanintimidatinggiant.I

wantedtogivethemanIpieceofmymindand

showhimwhoThembekaZwideis,wellNgcobo

nowohwowamThembekaNgcobobylawbutstillI

wantedtoshowhimthatamnottobemessedwith.

ButwhenhepinnedonthatwallImyclitstarted

throbbingsobadIfoundmyselfsubmissive.What

thefuck!Mesubmissivetoaman?Okaysomething

isdefinitelywrongwithme.OneIdon’tknowthis

manbutonewordfromhimgetsmealldingyand



mushy.Nowaminhiskitchenwellmykitchensince

Iwastold“dowhatwivesdowehaveguests”who

thehelldoeshethinkheisdoingmelikethis?“his

yourhusbandthat’swhohethinksheis”myinner

voiceremindsme.SighPortiaandItookthe

starterswhichamsureacateringcompany

providedtothemeninfront.Iwantedtostartwith

theguyclosertomebutwhenIlookedatmyso

calledhusbandhegivesalookIdon’tknowandI

findmyselfgoingtohimandservinghimwithmy

headboweddown.WhyinthehellamInotlooking

athimintheeye?Fuck!Iwalkbacktothekitchen

andcomebackandtheguysIlaughingandsaying

somethingsbutIcan’thearathing.Iwanttogetout

ofthisloungeit’shothere.

Thembeka:Doesanyoneneedanythingelse?

Gora:Justmorebeersthankyounkasikazi?(Wife)

Lani:She’snotdoingthatifyouwantabeeryou

knowwherethekitchenis.(Ohthankyouhusband)

Buttons:Ilikehowyoustandupforyourwifeman

nowyouactinglikeahusband



Lani:Fuckoffwena.MaZwidepleaseleaveand

don’tbringthemaintheywillgetitthemselvesor

theycangetthemselveswivestodoso.

Thembeka:Iwillbeinthekitchenifyouneedme

IwalkoutofthereasfastasIcantothekitchen,I

placethetrayonthecounterandpaceupanddown

thekitchen.“Iwillbeinthekitchenifyouneedme”

whatthefuckwasthat?WhydidIsaythat?Shit

maanwhatthehellisthiswhatishappeningtome?

AmIscaredofhim!NoIwanttofuckhimbutcanI

handlehim?OfcourseIcannononoThembeka

pullyourselftogether.IneedIdrink.Ilookaround

andfindabottleofwhiskeyandIpourmyselfa

glassandbroughtittomymouth.

Lani:NowifeofminewilldrinkalcoholMaZwide

IgottostartledthatIdroppedtheglassanditbroke.

Lani:Ilovedthatglasspleasedoreplaceitwhen

yougoshopping.

Hewalksawayandleavemetheresweatingand

pressingmythighstogether.
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Thambeka

It’sbeenamonthsinceImovedintomynewhome

asthewifeofKhangelaniNgcob.WhatcanIsay?

LetmestartfromthefirstdayIcamehereasyou

knowIwasamessduringthatwholeday,theguys

leftlateronandKhanyawenttobed,Iwentlooking

formyroomonlytofindmyclothesinhisroom.I

thoughthewasgoingtoaskmetousethespare

roombutnohecameinwenttoshowerandcame

backtotorturemesomemorewearingonlyatowel



hecametotheroomandopentheclosetandtook

outalotion,hedroppedthetowelandlotionedhis

body.IwassoakingwetIsobadlywantedhimto

turnsothatIcanseethesizeofwhatamcraving

butInevergotmywishbecausehewentintothe

walk-inclosetandcamebackwearingbriefs.Iwent

toshowercamebackandgottobed.Thenigger

didn’tevenattempttotouchme,hesleptonhisside

ofthebedandIsleptonmine.Ithoughthisjust

respectingmebecauseitwasthatfirstdayandhe

willcomearoundbutaweekpaststillthesame

thingbutnowitincludedtraveling,heleftthe

ThursdayofthatweekandcamebacktheSunday.I

couldn’thelpbutthinkthatmaybehehassomeone

elselikeagirlfriendthatwastherebeforeIarrived.

Secondweeksamethingsleptonmysideheslept

onhisandonThursdayheleftandcamebackon

Sunday.Amongallofthatthemanwasonhis

phoneallthetimebarkingordersleftrightand

center.Idon’tknowthekindofworkhedoessoI

guessitwasdemanding.Butonthebrightside

KhanyaandIgetalonglikeahouseonfire.Wedo

shoppingsprees,spardates,moviesdatesyou



nameitandherfatherseemstobelikingthatwe

getalong.Hegavemeablackcardandtoldmeit

hasnolimits,ItoldhimIhavemyownmoneyand

hisanswerwas“Iknowwhichiswhythecardisfor

Portianotyou.”ThatstungalittlebutheyIdon’t

needhismoney,thethirdweekhedidthesame

thingandleftonThursday,healwaystoldmehis

goingonbusinesseverytimeheleftandInever

believedhim,ImeanthisismeMaTeetheonewho

providescheatingmenwiththeirmistressesand

someprostitutes.Thisamgoingonabusinesstrip

thingdidn’tworkformesoIgotmyguystotrack

him,hecalledmewhenhewasinJoburgwhichmy

guysconfirmedtheonlythinghesaidwhenIpicked

upwas“IfwantedanotherwomanIwouldn’thideit

orherfromyounowgetyourdogsoffmytailoryou

willgettheirheadsasyourGoodnightgift”that

spookedmetoapointofmovingoutofourroom

andusedthespareroom.Mindyouthatwasthe

firsttimeheevercalledmebuthecalledhis

daughtereverytwohourstocheckonher.Hecame

backtheSundayataround11atnightandIwas

asleep.Ithinkhewenttoourroomanddidn’tfind



methencametothespareroomIthinkhefound

measleepandpickedmeup.Iwokeupandasked

himwhathewasdoingandhetoldme“Iwillnot

sleepaloneinbedwhenIhavewife”Ididn’thave

theenergytoprotestsohetookmetobedand

againsleptonhissideandIsleptonmine.Today

it’sThursdayandIhavejusttakenashower.

Khangelani:Mazwidecanyoupackafewclothes

formeamleavinglatertoday.

Thatstungbutamtiredofthis,yeswedon’tlove

eachotherbutleavinglikethisisnotwhatIwant.

Thembeka:CanIgobacktomyplace?

Heturnsfasttolookatmewithhisphoneinhand.

Khangelani:Why?

Hisaskingmewhy?Likereally?

Thembeka:BecauseIwouldratherbeatmyplace

thanhere.

Khangelani:Wellyouarenotgoing

Thambeka:Whatisityouwantfromme?Youleave

thishouseeveryThursdayandcomebackwhen



youplease.Iunderstandthatwenotinloveor

anythinglikethatbutifyouhavesomeoneelse

pleasetellmesothatIknowandnothurtlikethis

everytimeyouleave.LetmeknowsothatIcan

preparemyselfandmyheartforitallbutdon’ttreat

melikethisokayamtiredofit.

Khangelani:MaZwide

Thembeka:No!Iwillpackforyoubutifyoudon’t

wanttotellmewhyyouleavethishousesomuch

thenyouwon’tfindmehere.Khanyatoldmeyou

nevertravelledthismuchbutnowthatamhereyou

dosopleaseIhadalifebeforeyouandIwouldlike

togobacktoitifyoudon’tmind.

Khangelani:Ileavebecauseofyoudamnit,Ican’t

bearoundyouandnotdoanything.Sleepingnextto

youisalreadytortureenoughIcan’tdoitanymore,

thereisnooneelseIjustwantyousobadbutI

don’tknowifyouwouldeverwantme.Wewere

forcedintothisandIdidn’twanttoseemlikeam

takingadvantageofyou.

Myheartjumpedforjoy,heleftonlybecausehe



respectedmeenoughnottousemelikeallthe

others.Hefeelssomethingforme,hewouldrather

leavehishomethanactonhisfeelings.Imove

forwardtowardshimandputmyhandsonhisneck,

Ilookedathimandkissedhim,itfeltsogood

kissingmyhusbandbetterthanallthemenIhave

fucked.Hekissedmebackwithsomuchhunger.

Khangelani:Ifyoudon’tstopamgoingtohurtyou

MaZwide.

Thembeka:Please

Ibegged

Khangelani

Ihavebeenlivingwithmybeautifulwifeforovera

monthnow,Thembekaisbeautiful,hisanAfrican

queenwithcurvesontherightplaces.Butsleeping

nexttohereverynightwastorture,oneamaman

andIhaveneedsIhavenotfulfilledinawhile

ThembekaismywifebeautifulandallbutPortia



toldmethatshewasbrokenandIdidn’twantto

breakhersomemorebydamdingsexfromherafter

shewasforcedtomarryme.Iwasn’therchoiceI

getitandshewasn’tmineeither.Ihavelearntto

lovethelittlethingsabouther,likewhenshesleeps

herlipspartalittleleavingasmallopening,yesI

watchhersleep,Iwakeupinthemiddleofthenight

andwatchmybeautifulwifesleep.CreepyIknow

butwhatelsecanIdowhenIcan’thaveherinmy

arms.Iwantedsomanytimestopullhertomeand

havehersleepinmyarmsbutIwasafraidof

hurtingherofmakingherfeellikeshewasforcedto

bewithme,giveherbodytomesoIdecidedtobury

myselfintoworkandtravellevedbetweenJoburg

andCapeTownpushedwithmyworkbutIhadmy

guyswatchingthembothsheandmybabyandnow

heresheisthinkingthatamnotintoherandthatI

havesomeoneelse.MethinkingofherthewayIdid

anddistancingmyselffromherhurther.Butnow

havingherlipsinmineissomethingelse,it’smore

thanIimaginedkissingherwouldbe.

Lani:MaZwideifyoudon’tstopIwillhurtyou



Isayagaininbetweenthekiss

Thembeka:PleaseMapholobawami

Shitthatdrovemetotheedge,amaZulumanand

amproudandwhenmywifebegsmelikethis

makesmewanttopleaseher.

Lani:UfunaniMaZwide?(whatdoyouwant

MaZwide)

Thembeka:YouIwantyoumyhusband

Lani:Fuck!

Ipulledhertomeandrippedherdressapartand

pulledhertomeand...Romoved.

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:52]Tate:Insert24

ThisisdedicatedtoBellaTshiamoMolotsane,

thankyouforeverythingBellathisisforyou.



9YearsLater

Nokukhanya

Todayismygraduationday,amstandinginfrontof

themirrorinmyroomwithmamacryingandkeeps

tellingmehowbeautifulIlook.Thesepast9yearsa

lothappened,twoyearsaftermymomanddad

foundouttheyweremarriedpapaproposedtomom

officiallyandwenttoherhometoaskforher

parentstoacceptlobolaforher.Theydidn’twantto

infacttheywantednothingtodowithherbutmy

dadbeingmydadmadethemdoit,thelobola

negotiationstookplace,welltheywerenot

negotiationsastheynamedtheirpriceandmydad

paidthentheydidallotherritualsneededforher.A

yearlatertheygotmarriedandmomwaspregnant

withmylittlebrotherSibonisowholookssomuch

likedadeventhewayhewalks.Sibonisois6years

oldbutdadtreatshimlikeateenageralready,mom

andIcomplainedaboutthetreatmentandIeven



comparedhowhetreatsmeandhowhetreats

Sibonisoandhetoldusthatgirlsneedtobetreated

liketheprincessestheyareandhissonwillbe

treatedlikethebeastheis.Heaskedusifwehave

everseenabeastthatissweetandcuddlywesaid

noandhetoldusthedaywefinditwemusttellhim

andhewillstoptreatingSibonisolikeabeast.I

wishyoucouldseemylittlebrother,helooksolder

andmatureforhisagewhateverchallengedad

makeshimcompletehedoesitwithasmileand

comebackwithhisegoevenmoreinflatedwhenhe

achievesit.AtfirstIthoughthewillresentfatherfor

thedifferenttreatmenthegiveshimbutonlytofind

outthatthelittleprinceismorethanpleasedwith

howhisbeentreated.Hefeelssuperiortohisage

matesandwalkswithpridelolmakesmelaugh

sometimes.Wellonmysidemyspermdonorcame

lookingforme4yearsbackwhenIwasdoing

matricapparentlyhewantedtoapologizeforallthat

hisdonewrongandwantsustofixthings.Onlyto

shakehishandandseethatheonlycameback

becauseasangomahewenttoafterseeinghis

companycrumblingdowntoldhimtobringmeback



homeandallwillbewell.Zwelethuwillnever

changeItellyou.OntheothersideIhaveahalf

brotherBanelehismyspermdonorschildandhis9

yearsoldapparentlymydonorgothimselfanother

womansoonaftermymotherdiedandshegave

himBaneletheheirhealwayswanted.Baneleisa

goodchildbuthisspoilttoapointofnotknowing

thevalueofthingsandrespectinghiselders.But

thatnoneofmybusiness.Sobacktome,myfirst

yearatUJ,wellIendedupcomingtostudyherein

Joburgaftermymatricwhichdaddidn’tapproveof

butmomcametomyrescueandIwastoldthatI

willhavebodyguardsfortherestofthefouryears

andIagreedbecauseIwantedtocomehere.So

peoplehereatschoolhavebeencallingmecheese

girlsincemyfirstdayheretillnow.Somyfirstyear

hereeverythingwasfineonthefirstmonthbut

thingswentsouthonthesecond.Istartedhaving

dreamsofsomeonewho’sfaceIcouldn’tseetelling

methatsheorhebecauseamnotsureofthe

gender.Thepersontoldmethatshe/hegaveme

enoughtimetomyselfandnowitwastimeforme

tofreehis/herpeople.Iwouldwakeupdrenchedin



sweateverynightbecausehe/shebecame

aggressivewhenIdidn’tpayattentiontohis

demands.Istartedgettingsickanddoctorswon’t

knowwhatiswrongwithme,thelasttimeIsawa

doctorwaswhenIwenttoaspecialistwithmom

anddadandthedoctorspokeinthevoiceonthe

personIalwaysdreamofandtoldmethatno

doctorcanhelpmeandthatIhavetohelpmyself.I

stoodupfromthechairandaskedformyparents

andItoleave.ItoldmyselfthatIwilldowhatIneed

tobutIwillnotleaveschool.ThatnightIdecided

thatIsleptpeacefullywithnodreamswhatsoever.I

wokeupthefollowingmorningandgotreadyfor

classandIwasphysicallyfineandsomehowhappy.

MynightmarestartedwhenIenteredtheschool

premises,Iheadcries,loudvoicesasifpeopleare

shoutingfromthattoinsultsanddegradingwords.I

rantothebathroomlikeacrazywomanandsaton

thestallandprayedwhilecryingaskingGodtohelp

me.WhenIgotoutIfoundmygrandmawashing

herhandsononeofthetapsshetoldmethatmy

timetoservehascomeandthatIshouldstop

runningandfocusonwhatneedstobedone.She



saidwhenthevoicesstartIneedtocalmdownand

concentrateontheonethatismorepersistentand

thetruefaceoftheoneIneedtohelpwillbe

revealed.Iwalkedoutandbumpedintothemost

popular,richandmostbeautifulandwantedgirlby

guysshewasrudeasever.Shewaswithhersquad

butthemomentIcollidedintoherIsawherpain,

shewasbeautifuleverydayatschool,worethe

mostexpensiveclothesanddrovethelatestcars.

Butbackhomeshewasawifetoheruncle,her

parentsarescientistsandtravelallaroundthe

worlddoingresearchandallthat.Theyleftherwith

heruncleandwifewhenshewasabouttostart

varsitybutlaterthatyearheruncledivorcedhis

wifeandmadeherthewifeinhisbed.Shefailedher

firstyearandsecondbecauseshehadfallen

pregnant3timesalreadyandhadabortedthe

babieswithouthisunclesknowledge.Shecouldn’t

gotoanyhospitalforcontraceptiveorabortion

becauseherunclewouldknow,hewasafamous

neurologistandwellknowbyhiscolleaguessoshe

Buhledependedonherfriendsforabortionpills

theythoughtshegotpregnantbyoneofhermany



boyfriendsandwasafraidofherunclesothey

wouldprovideherwithpillstogetridofthebaby

eachtime.ShewasbrokenbutIcouldseeright

throughthemusksheputoneverydayactinglike

she’sgotitallfiguredout.Nowtheissuewas

actuallytalkingtoherbecauselet’sfaceitIwasa

newbieandshewasonherthirdyearinvarsity

eventhoughshewasstilldoingherfirstyearsince

shefailedtwotimes.ThenextdayIsawherwalking

tothebathroomaloneandIfollowedher,shedid

whatshedoesbestwhichwastoinsultmebutI

spoketohercalmlyandtoldherallIknowabout

her.ShewasshockedandaskedwhatIwantedand

toldmeshewouldgivemeanythingIwanttokeep

mymouthshutbutItoldherthatIwantedtohelp

her.Ofcourseshedidn’tbelievemeandtoldme

thatnoonecanhelpherandshewasusedtoit.So

Igotmydadinvolvedandhesortedouttheuncle

whowasarrestedforalotofillegalthingsincluding

whathewasdoingtoBuhle.Mydadalsogotin

touchwithherparentsandhermothermovedback

homeimmediatelyandbecameahousewifeand

helpedherheal.Atfirstsheresentedherparentsfor



leavingheraloneforthatlongthatherunclegota

chancetodothattoher.Hermother’sanswerwas

“Ineverthoughtthatmybrotherwoulddothatto

mydaughter”laterthatyearheruncledied

mysteriouslyinprisonandBuhleisstillundergoing

therapyandshe’sgraduatingwithmetodayafter6

yearsofbeinginschoolshefinallymadeit.Sothat

hasbeenmylifeeversinceIgothere,Ihelpfrom

studentstolecturersandsometimeshomeless

peopleandonceinwhileIgotomentalinstitutions

tohelpoutandsofarifamcountingcorrectly27of

thepatientsthatIhavehelpedarenowliving

normallives.WeyoumightbeaskinghowIhelpbut

Iwilltellyousomeothertimenowamgoingto

graduateandmakeThembelihleproudshedied

protectingmeandtodayIhopemydearestmother

willlookdownuponmeandhaveaproudsmileon

herfacebecauseofhowIturnedouttobe.

Boyfriend!WellIdon’thaveanybecausesomehow

everyguyIdateleavesmeafteramonthorweeks

claimingthattheydon’twanttodieforlove.Idon’t

knowwhatthatmeansbutIassumeithas

somethingtodowithmygiftsoIleftitlikethat.On



theothersideNhlakaniphooneoftheguysthat

workwithmydadhasbeenaskingmeoutfora

whilenow,thefunnythingishebacksoffwhenI

havesomeoneandsoonaftertheyleavemehe

comesbackandaskmeout.Wewentoutafew

timesbutIcan’tpursueanythingwithhimbecause

heworkscloselywithmydadandfortheloveof

GodIdon’twantsomeonethatisayesmantomy

dad.Becauseevenifhewanttodosomethingwith

memydadwillknowsohisanogoarea.His

everythingawomancanaskforinaguybuthe

worksformydadsono!

Thembeka:Khanyawearegoingtobelatebecause

nowyouarejustdaydreaming

Nokukhanya:Amsorrymomamjustthinkingabout

howfarIhavecometogethere.

Thembeka:Dothatanotherdaylet’sgonow.

Ilaughedandweleft,mydadleftusalongtimeago

withSibonisosayingmomandIneverfinish.

Mnqobi



Luthuliisfinallydownandoutafter9yearsofwork

butamnotcomplainingbecausetheclientkept

payingandtheGeneralalsosaidwecontinueeven

iftheclientdecidedtostop.Rightnowstanding

betweenhimandfilingforbankruptcyisthe

offshoreaccounthehasthathasahugesomeof

money,wedidn’tpickitupbecauseitisnotunder

hisnamebutunderthenameofhisdaughterthat

werecentlydiscovered.Wedon’tknowhow

involvedsheiswithherfather’sdealingsbuttoday

anopportunitypresenteditself,she’sgraduating

andaminthishallwaitingwithotherpeopleforthe

graduatestobecalledsothatIknowwhosheis.

Noneofusgotapictureofherorsocialmedia

activityweonlyhaveanameNokukhanyaPortia

Luthuli.WhenthatnameiscalledIwillknowwho

sheisandinvestigatehersomemore.Luthuliis

goingdownwitheverythingthatheholdsdear.

Musicplayedandgraduatescameinwalkingto

theirseats,themusicstoppedandthechancellor

stoodupaftertheintroductionsweredone.Nowwe



waitforthemomentoftruth.

Pleaseshareandgrowthefamily

#MaMoloi
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Mnqobi

Isattherethroughalonglistofgraduatespaying

attention,waitingforonlyonenametobecalled,I

tookoutmyphoneanddidsomeworkwhileI

waited.Timepassedandthelastofthegraduates

werebeingcalled.Iputmyphoneawayand

listenedattentivelyinnotimehernamewascalled

“NokukhanyaPortiaLuthuli”shedidn’tshowupand

nowIgotpissed,wherethehellisshe?Didshe



knowthatsomeonewasafterher?Hernamewas

calledagainandaladywithagreendresscamein

runningbutcomingfromthebackstageentrance

shewaslateherbeautifulgreendresshasaslit

thatgoesallthewaytoherbeautifulthigh,her

caramellegshowedbeautifullyasshewalked

fastertogetherdegreewithasmileonherface

lookingdown.She’sshygoodness.Lookupnow

sweetheartIwanttoseeyourbeautifulface.“what

thefuckareyoudoingMnqobi?Snapoutofit!”I

reprimandedmyselfinwardandkeptmy

composureandlookedforward.Sheacceptedher

degreeandturnedtolookattheaudienceandlifted

itupwithabeautifulsmileonherface.Myheart

stoppedbeating..theresheis,thewomanofmy

dreams..noliterallysheisthewomanIhavebeen

seeinginmydreams.Ithoughtshewasafragment

ofmyimaginationbutshe’srealandrightinfrontof

me.She’smorebeautifulinpersonwithher

hourglassfigure,Godshe’sthemostbeautiful

womanIhaveeverlaidmyeyeson,shecan’tbe

Luthuli’sdaughter,wellwhocares?“Mnqobi!”My

innervoicereprimandedme.ButIfeeldrawntoher



likeIhaveknownherallmylife,thereissomething

aboutherthatmakesmewanttobeclosetoher.

ShitIneedtogetoutofhere,fuckwhyisshe

lookingatmydirection?“getittogetherMnqobi

she’syourmission”Ireprimandedmyselfagainand

walkedoutofthewallsweatingalittleonmypalms.

Iwalkedoutandtookoutmyphoneandcalled

Nhlakanipho.

Nhlakanipho:Mameshanilookwho’scalling

Mnqobi:Amabouttomessupmymission

Nhlakanipho:Hellotoyoutobigbro,commander

mycommanderhowarethingsatHQ?

Mnqobi:ThewomanofmydreamsisLuthuli’s

daughter

Nhlakanipho:WhatareyouonaboutMnqobi!

Mnqobi:ThewomanIhavebeenseeinginmy

dreamsisLuthuli’sdaughter

Nhlakanipho:OoMagebabayakusizawena

emsebenzinibathiningamipho?(ourancestorsare



helpingyouatwork,whataboutmethough?)

Mnqobi:Youdon’tunderstandNhlakaniphothis

womanisthedaughterofourclientanenemyalsoI

feelastrongconnectiontowardsherman.

Nhlakanipho:Goodusethattogettoherandfinish

thismissiononceandforall.

Mnqobi:Youdon’tunderstandbafatheconnectionI

feelisnotonethatIhaveeverfeltforanywoman.I

don’tknowifit’ssafetosayIfeelstronglyabouther

asyouarewiththeGeneralsdaughter.

Nhlakanipho:Mnqobiareyouinlovewiththe

daughteroftheenemy?

Mnqobi:Idon’tknowifit’sloveornotallIknowis

thatIwanttobeinherpresence,Iwanttobeclose

toherman.

Nhlakanipho:FuckMnqobithat’sloveandyoucan’t

affordtolovethiswomanbecauseshecouldbethe

endofyourtimeasthecommander.Fuckman

whateveryoufeelforherpushitasideandfocuson

themissionpleasebro.



Mnqobi:IwilltrymanbutafterseeingherImean

notevenherfacebutherbodyIwantalreadytaken

andthemomentIsawherbeautifulfaceIwasdone

for.

Nhlakanipho:Mnqobipleasegetoutofthereand

givethetasktosomeoneelsepleasemntakama

ngiyakucelayouaretheonlybrotherIhaveor

siblingforthatmatter.Pleasefindsomeoneelseto

lovemannotthiswomanplease,Idon’twantto

loseyouMnqobingiyakucelayekelalento.(please

letthisgo)

Mnqobi:ForyouIwilltrybutrememberthatyou

havebeenaftertheGeneral’sdaughterfor9years

andyoudidn’tlistentoawordIsaidevenwhenyou

sabotageherrelationshipsIaskedyoutostopbut

youdidn’tandyoukepttellingmethatwhenIfind

theoneIwillunderstand.

Nhlakanipho:FairpointbutMnqobiifyoucouldsee

theGeneral’sdaughteryouwouldunderstandwhyI

havebeenactingthiswaybutyouontheother

handstandtolosealotofyougoforLuthuli’s

daughtersopleasemandon’tdoit.



Mnqobi:Iwilltryman,listenletmegobackthere

andgetsomeintel.

Nhlakanipho:Pleasedon’tdoanythingstupid

pleaseBafo(Brother)

Mnqobi:IheardyouthefirsttimeNhlakanipho

Isaidcutthecall,heofallpeopleshould

understandwhatamgoingthroughbuthedoesn’t.I

guessIhavetokeepmydistanceformybrothers

wellbeing.Iwentbackinsideandtheywerealready

insomeroomhavingchampagnecelebrating.

Nokukhanya

WellmomandIendedupbeinglateforthe

graduationceremony.Iliterallywalkedinthrough

thebackstagerightwhentheywerecallingmy

name.IevenforgottoputonmygownIputiton

beforetheytookmypicture.Butsomething

happenedwhenIwasupthereIsawaguyinthe



audiencenotjustanyguybutastallion.IfeltlikeI

knewhimsomehowandhelookedveryfamiliar,not

onlythatbutheisveryhandsome.HeleftwhileI

wasstilltakingpicturesmomanddadleftright

beforewewenttocelebrateintheconferencehall.I

washopingtoseetheguyagainbutastimewent

onIthoughtheleftuntilalltheladieswentquiet

andIturnedaroundonlytomeethiseyesonme.

TheladiesweredroolingandIontheotherhand

didn’tevenknowwhattodowithmyself.Hewalked

inandcamestraightforme,hestoodinfrontofme

andsaidsomethingbutIcouldn’thearawordhe

saiduntilheheldmyhandandIsnappedoutofit.

Him:Nkosazane

Nokukhanya:Hey

Him:MynameisMnqobi

Nokukhanya:Nokukhanya

Mnqobi:ApleasetomakeyouracquaintanceMiss.

IwaslookingforsomeonebutIdon’tseeherhere

soIwillleave.

Nokukhanya:WhoareyoulookingformaybeIcan



help?

Mnqobi:Busisiwebutit’sokayIwillcallher

Nokukhanya:Okay

Iwasalittledisappointedthathewaslookingfor

anotherwomanbutwhatwasIthinkingamanlike

himcan’tbesingle.

Mnqobi:Izabonanankosazane(seeyouaround

princess)

Hesaidandwalkedawaymindyouithasbeen

silentallthiswhileuntilhewentoutandtheladies

screamedcomingmyway.Theywereallasking

questionsatonce,askingwhohewasandwhathe

wastome.Icouldn’tevenanswerbecauseIwas

wonderingthesamething,whoisthatguy?ButI

didn’tgetananswereventhoughIcravedtoknow

moreabouthim.Helookslikehewouldbeanice

booktoread,helookssweetyetdangerousand

mysterious.Iwouldliketouncoverwhohereallyis

andwhatmakeshimMnqobi.Ican’tevengoogle

himbecauseIonlyhaveanameandmanlikehim

dressedlikethatwithademeanorlikehisare



wealthyandfamous.MaybeifIhadhislastnameI

wouldfindoutlatertonightfromdoctorgooglewho

Mnqobiis.HisfamiliarthoughlikeIhaveseenhim

somewhere,butwhere.Iputmyhandsonmychest

andbreathoutloud”ohMnqobiwhoareyou?”

Icouldn’tmakeitlongeramsorry

Pleasekeepsharing

#MaMoloi
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Nokukhanya

Twoweekslater



Mydadboughtmeanaccountingfirmwhich

declaredbankruptcyandtoldmetobringitbackto

lifesinceIdidBAinaccounting.Sothesepasttwo

weeksIhavebeenverybusywithrenovatingthe

building,changingit’snameandgivingitanewlook.

SinceIdidn’twanttolettheemployeesgoam

keepingthem.Butnowtheissueiswithmydreams

Idon’tknowifmysubconsciousisplayingtrickson

meonwhatbutIsensethatZwelethuisindangerI

alwaysseeawomanshootinghimpointblank

executionstyle.Ihavebeenignoringthisdreamfor

awhilenowbutit’sweighingmedownnow

becauseIcan’tsleepandIdon’twanttoupsetmy

dadbytellinghimthatIwanttogoandhelpthe

manwhodidn’tcarewhetheramdeadoralive.Am

inmyofficewithaninteriordesignerhisgayand

busytalkingnonstophisnameisSage.

Sage:Dollyouseemmilesawayandamsureit’s

notbecauseofmyworkbecauseIcomehighly

recommended.

Nokukhanya:It’snotyouSageIjusthavealoton



mymind.

Sage:Idon’tthinkIwouldhavealotonmymind

otherthanmakingmoneyifmydadboughtmea

companytorun.

Nokukhanya:Kantiwhohelpedyouwithyours?

Sage:Definitelynotmyspermdonorbecausethe

momentIcameoutthemandisownedme.Somy

dearmyasspaidformybusiness.

Ilaughedalittle

Nokukhanya:Whatdoyoumeanyourasspaidfor

yourcompany?

Sage:ImeanthatamanIwasfuckingpaidformy

company,hewasthisoldwhitemanwhowasnasty

ashell,marriedwitholderkidsbutlikeasslike

nobody’sbusiness.

Nokukhanya:Areyoustillwithhim?

Sage:Nothatmotherfuckerdiedofheartattackbut

notbeforeIgot200kfromthemoneyhegavemeto

spoilmyself.SoIusedthatmoneytostartmy

businesswhenhediedanditboomedbaby.



Nokukhanya:OhSageyouaresomethingelse

Sage:Youknowmos!Sotellmewhoisbae

Nokukhanya:UnfortunatelyIdon’thaveabae

Sage:Whaaaat?It’seithermaninDurbanareblind

orRambokeptyoulockedawaysothatmandon’t

comeyourway.

OhmySageishilarious

Nokukhanya:SagewhoisRambonow?

Sage:Yourfather,girlthatmanisfineifhewasn’t

marriedIwasgoingtoturnhim.

Lani:Youwouldn’thavebeenabletobutmaybeyou

wouldhavegottenyourselfabulletbetweenyour

eyes.

Dadsaysstandingbythedoorlookingatus

Nokukhanya:Dad

Lani:Heybaby

Nokukhanya:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Lani:Takingyoutolunchlet’sgo



Sage:AmIinvited?

Lani:No

Nokukhanya:Iwillbringyousomethingbabedon’t

worry

Sage:Fromtodayonwardsyouaremybestfriend

Lani:Noshe’snotyouareworkingforherandthat’s

it.

Sage:Let’sseeyoustopmeRamboIwillrelease

mycongfuonyou.

Ilaughedandmydadshakeshisheadaswegoout.

Hetakesmetomugandbeanandwesit.

Lani:Talktodaddybaby

Nokukhanya:Aboutwhat?

Lani:PortiaIraisedyouandIbelieveIknowyouby

nowbabysotalktomewhat’seatingyouup.

Nokukhanya:Dad

Lani:Talktomeprincessareyouhavingdreams

again?



Nokukhanya:Iambutthisoneyouwon’tlike.

Lani:BabyIdon’tlikeanyofyourdreamsbecause

theykeepyouupatnightandthisonewillbeno

different.

Nokukhanya:Okay,Ihavebeendreamingaboutthe

deathofZwelethu

Lani:Asinyourfather?

Nokukhanya:Nomyspermdonorbutanywayyesin

thedreamhisbeingkilledbyawoman.

Lani:mmmmsowhatdoyouhavetodoaboutthis

dream?

Nokukhanya:Amsupposedtogobackthereand

warnhimIdon’tknowreallybutIhavetodo

somethingandontopofthatIhaveneverdone

anythingformymothereversinceshedied.

Lani:OkayIwillorganizeeverythingforyoutogive

yourmotheraceremonysendingheroffand

slaughterwhateverneedstobeslaughteredtoget

hertoRestInPeace.

Iwascryingbynow,mydadisbest,hetookmein



whenhedidn’thaveto,hecouldhavetaken

advantageofmebuthedidn’tinsteadhegaveme

backmychildhood,hesentmetoschooltookgood

careofmethenwhenIgraduatedmypresentwasa

wholecompanyundermynametorunasifthat’s

notenoughdadwantstohelpmeputmymotherto

resttheproperway.WhatelsecanIaskforfrom

Godthathehasnotgivenme?

Lani:Don’tcrynowprincessdaddyisdoingallthis

tokeepyouhappy.Youhavebeenthroughalot

babyyoudeservetobehappy.

Nokukhanya:Thankyousomuchdaddy

Lani:That’swhatdadsarefor,nowprincessget

thatwoman/mantofinisheverythingbyFridayand

weleaveSaturdaymorningforyourhometoget

thisdoneandyoucantalktoZwelethu.

Nokukhanya:Sageisnotahedadheisashe

Lani:Seeyoualsosaid“he”isashe

Nokukhanya:Igiveuponyou

Helaughsanddroppedmeoffattheofficeandmy



moodislighter.

Lani

AssoonasPortiagotintoherbuildingImakethe

arrangementsforherdepartureandgeteverything

shewillneedfortheweekendthencallthe

commander.

Mnqobi:Bossman

Lani:How’stheinvestigationgoingonZwelethu?

Mnqobi:HisdoneforthistimebossbutIreceived

communicationfromtheclientsayinghewillbe

herenextweek.

Lani:Whatfor?

Mnqobi:Theemailssayshewantstoputthefinal

nailtohisconfirmhimself

Lani:mmmdoyouknowiftheclientisamanor

woman?

Mnqobi:Noamafraidwedon’thavethat



information

Lani:Finejustkeepmeupdatedonthearrivalofthe

client.

Mnqobi:Willdoandhehasadaughter

Lani:Iknowbutthedaughterhasnothingtodowith

him.

Mnqobi:Areyousurebossbecausehisnowusing

anoffshoreaccountthatisunderhername.

Lani:Shedoesn’tneedthatmoneyandbelieveme

whenIsayshe’snotinvolvedwithhiminanyway.

Mnqobi:Sureboss

Icutthecallandthink,whoisthisclientandwhy

doeshewanttomeetZwelethu?Whatdidhedoto

himtomakehimresenthimthismuch?Imeanit’s

beennineyearsandhisbeenpayingforustotake

himdownandhepaidinfulleverymonth.Andnow

mybabyhastobeinvolvedwiththispieceofshit.I

takemyphoneagainandmakeacallto

Nhlakanipho.



Nhlakanipho:Bozayam

Lani:PackupwegoingtoPietermaritzburgon

SaturdaybutIwantyouthereonFridaysortoutthe

accommodationsforusandmyprincess.

Nhlakanipho:Whereexactlyarewegoing?

Lani:ToZwelethu’shome

Nhlakanipho:Forwhatbossman

Lani:NoneofyourbusinessdowhatIaskedandbe

alert

Nhlakanipho:Iwill.

Lani:Good

Icutthecallanddrovehome,Ihavetopickup

Sibonisofromschoolandtakehimhuntingandbe

homebeforeMaZwidegethome.Idroveoff.

Mnqobi



Amsohappyrightnowafterthecallfromthe

General.Idon’thavetoworryaboutbeingwith

NokukhanyanowthattheGeneralhasconfirmed

thatsheiscleanandhasnothingtodowiththisand

accordingtomyinformationshehasn’tbeenin

contactwithherfathersince10yearsagosothatis

goodforme.Letmecallmybrother.

Nhlakanipho:Ampacking

Mnqobi:So?

Nhlakanipho:Youdisturbingme

Mnqobi:OkaybutIjustspoketothegeneral

Nhlakanipho:Ididtoothat’swhyampacking

Mnqobi:ListenforamomentmanIdon’thaveto

stayawayfromZwelethu’sdaughterbecausethe

Generalconfirmedthatshewasneverinvolvedin

this.

Nhlakanipho:Phewthatgreatman.

Mnqobi:Sowhenareyouleavingamcomingdown

toDurban

Nhlakanipho:Ileavetomorrowwhyareyoucoming



here?

Mnqobi:AmgoinghometoseeSmangele

Nhlakanipho:SayhitoMagebaforme

Mnqobi:NoIwon’t

Nhlakanipho:Can’tyougetheretonightamkindof

bored.

Mnqobi:IcanyouknowIhaveaccesstotheJet.

Nhlakanipho:Goodseeyoutonight

Mnqobi:Sure

Nokukhanya

SageandIweretakingnonstopinmyofficewhile

herteamwasworking.

Sage:ListengirlyouhaveanopeningonMondayso

howaboutwedoanearlycelebrationtonight.

Nokukhanya:Amgamewhere?

Sage:Wehittheclubbaby



Nokukhanya:Ihaveneverbeentoaclubbefore

Sage:ThenletSagetakeyouplaces

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowSage

Sage:Howoldareyou?

Nokukhanya:22

Sage:Exactlysolivealittlebecauselifeisforthe

livingandbesidesamnottakingnoforananswer.

Nokukhanya:okaythen

Sage:Yeeeehlet’sgoshopforoutfits

Nokukhanya:Ihaveclothes

Sage:Amsureyoudobutamalsosuretheyarenot

suitablefortheclubsolet’sgo.

Nokukhanya:Fine

Sagedraggedmeoutofthebuildingandweused

hercartogotogatewayforshopping.Ihavenever

donethisbefore,yesBuhleandIbecamefriends

butaftershegotfreedsheneverwantedtogoto

clubsanymoresaidshehadenoughofthemsowe

livedacoolslowpacelifebutnowSageis



introducingmetosomethingelse.IhopeIlikeit.

Pleaseshareandgrowthefamily

#MaMoloi
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Mnqobi

IarrivedinDurbanandNhlakaniphopickedmeup

fromtheairport.Hewasbusytalkingnonstop

aboutbeingclosetoPortiaandpossiblywinning

herover.Amsickandtiredofhearingaboutthisgirl,

Imeanit’sbeennineyearssinceNhlakaniphomet

thisgirlandsincethenhisneverbeenwithanyone

elsebuthisnotevendatingthisgirl.Ihaveaskedto

meethersomanytimesbutthathasbeena



challengeformybrotherbecausetheGeneralhas

keptacloseeyeonhisdaughtersoNhlakanipho

hadtoplayitsafe.Tiredofhearinghimtalkabout

herIknowhewillgoonallnightabouthow

beautifulsheisandhowhewisheshecouldhave

herinhisarmssoasked.

Mnqobi:OkaysinceyousaidyouareboredandI

don’twanttobeindoorshowaboutwehittheclub?

Nhlakanipho:ThatagreatideabecauseIknow

whenyougethomeNomalangawillbeallupinyour

face,Magebatakingyoutoseehowhisfarmsare

doingandSmangelestuffingyouwithfood.Sothe

clubitis.

Mnqobi:Pleasedon’tremindmeofNomalanga.

Nhlakanipho:Butthat’swhatwillhappen

Mnqobi:StopbeinganuisanceNhlakaniphoand

let’sgofreshenupandhittheclub.

Nhlakanipho:Fineletsgo.

Wewenttoourseparateroomsandfreshenedup,I

wishIwasgoingwithNokukhanyainmyarms.



Fromnowonamgoingtomakeitmymissiontoget

hertobemine.Idon’tseeanyoneelsemore

suitabletobebymyside.Igotdoneandwalkedout

Nhlakaniphohasabeerinhand.

Mnqobi:SoyoudrinkalreadydoesthatmeanIhave

todrive?

Nhlakanipho:YesImeanIknowyoumissit

becauseyouhavepeopledrivingyouaroundallthe

timenowcommander.

Mnqobi:Whateverletsgo

Nhlakanipho:Withpleasure

Wegottothecaranddroveoffwithmybrother

tellingmeaboutthecobras,amhappyforhim

becauseheseemstobeenjoyinghimself.Amglad

workingclosetotheGeneralmakeshimhappy,I

liveforNhlakaniphoandamhappythathishappy

nowallthat’sleftisforhimtogethisgirlandhewill

becomplete.Wegottotheclubandgotin,itwas

packedbutnottoomuchwegotaspotattheVIP

sectionandwesatthereandorderedourdrinks.

Mnqobi:LetmeusethebathroomandIwillberight



back

Nhlakanipho:Wantmetogetsomechickssolong?

Mnqobi:Whateveryouwant.

IwalkawaytothebathroombutbeforeIcould

reachIfeeleyesonmeandIlookedaroundtosee

whowaslookingatme.Inthebusinesswearein

onehastohaveeyesatthebackofhisheadandbe

alert.IkeeplookingasImoveslowlytowardsthe

directionofthebathroom.Icastmyeyestothe

crowdandoureyesmet.She’sglowingunderthe

lightandthemomentoureyeslockedmyheart

boomedinearsandIfrozeandkepttheeyes

contact.Whatthehellisshedoinginagoddamned

club!Fuckthisplaceisnotsuitableforherwhatis

shedoinghere?MyfacechangedasIfeltragetake

over,issheherewithsomeguyorwhat.Shebreaks

eyecontactandIfeellostwithoutherattentionon

me.Iditchedthebathroomandgostraighttothe

crowdwithmyeyessetonher,shestopped

dancingandkeptontalkingtohergayfriendifhis

herfriendthatisdancingallaroundher.Igotto

themandmovedthisgayobstacleinmywaygently



andshewasrightinfrontofme.WhatdoIdonow

orwhatdoIsaytoher?

Mnqobi:MayIhavethisdanceNkosazane?

Nokukhanya:Ofcourse

Guy:Heeegirladickcomesaroundandyouditch

melikethat?

ThisguyannoysmeandIfeelirritatedbutIdon’t

takemyeyesoffherwaitingforhertosay

something.

Nokukhanya:Don’tworrySageit’sjustadance

Sage:Sureyouneedadickinyourlifeanyway

Noshedoesn’tneedanydickinherlifebesides

mine.Isayinwardbutshejustblushestowhather

friendsaysandlooksatherfeet.Damnshe’s

beautifulandrightinfrontofme.

Mnqobi:ThedancepleaseNkosazane(Ireallydon’t

knowhowtodancebutIwanttohaveherinmy

armsandfeelherskinonmine)

Nokukhanya:Okay...assoonassheansweredIpull

hertomebyherwaistandherbreathhitched.



Damnyou!Whenshe’scomfortableinmyarmsI

slowdancedwithherandtheworldaroundus

fadesawaygoddamnitshe’sinmyarmsand

nothingelsematters.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tthinkthisishowweshouldbe

dancingtothissong

Mnqobi:Idon’tcarehowotherpeopledancetoit

butthisishowwedancetoit....shelooksatmein

theeyeslikeshe’sreadingmesomehow,hereyes

makemenervouslikesheknowsmydeepest

secretsjustbylookingatme.Imovemyeyeonher

andsheexhaleslikeshe’sbeenholdingherbreath.

AmgladIhavethesameeffectyouhaveonme

Nokukhanya.

Mnqobi:TellyourfriendshewillfindyouattheVIP

sectionwhereamsitting

Nokukhanya:Okay

ShemovesawayfrommeandinstantlyIfeelcold.

“ComebacktomyarmsNokukhanyaamin

completewithoutyouinthem.“shespeakstoher

friendandIseehimnoddingbutIdon’tcareIwant



herbackinmyarms.Sheturnsandwalkstome.

Nokukhanya:Wecango...Idon’tsayanythingIjust

takeherhandinmineandIfeelcomplete.Wewalk

totheVIPandNhlakaniphohastwowomenonhis

lap,hislaughingandenjoyinghimself.Westandin

frontofhimandlooksourdirectionthenpushesthe

womenoffhim.

Nhlakanipho:Portiawhatareyoudoinghere?Does

yourfatherknowyouhere?Damnhisgonnakill

me...waitdidhejustsayPortia?Nohedidn’t!AndI

makesurebyintroducingNokukhanyatohim.

Mnqobi:BafothisisNokukhanyatheoneItoldyou

about

Nhlakanipho:No!ThisisPortiatheoneIhavebeen

tellingyouabout...Iseeangerinmybrotherseyes

nonono!Pleaseno!Thiscan’tbehappeningno!

GodIfeellikecryingno!

Nokukhanya:Ididn’tknowyouhaveabrother

NhlakawellthosearebothmynamesNokukhanya

PortiaLuthuli

Nhlakanipho:Luthuli?YourfatherisnotaLuthuli



Ican’tevenhearwhattheyaresayingmymindisall

overtheplaceandmyheartisshuttered.

Nokukhanya:Wellthefatheryouknowandworkfor

isnotmybiologicalfatherheadoptedme.

Nhlakanipho:Wow

Whenshesaidshewasadopteditmadesenseto

mewhytheGeneralsaidshewasnotinvolvedin

thisheknewthatshe’shisdaughterandalwayshas

beensince10yearsago.Tomakethingsworseshe

isthefuckingwomanmybrotherisinlovewith.

Fuck!Amhurtrightnowveryhurt.

Nhlakanipho:Sowheredidyoufindher“Brother”

HeemphasizedtheBrotherpartlookingatmewith

daringeyes.HishurtasmuchasIam,Ican’tbe

hererightnowIhavetothink.Fuck!

Mnqobi:IhavetogoIcan’tbehererightnow

IsayandstartmovingawaywhenIhearhimsay

hisalsoleavingandtakingPortiahome.Whydidn’t

Ieveraskforherpictureallthoseyears?IfIdidI

wouldn’thavefallenforherthismuch.Andwhyin



thehelldidIfallforheraftermeetingheronlytwice.

Butinmyarmsitfeltlikeshebelonged,rightherein

mychestiswhereshebelongs.Fuck!Igettothe

caranddriveoff.Idon’tknowwheretogosoIkeep

drivingaroundplayingthescenewhenshewasin

myarmsandIsniffedmyshitandherscentisleft

onmyshirttearsblindmyeyesandIdrovetothe

beachandstoppedgotoutofthecarandwalked

around.Thesceneofwhenmybrothersawmewith

herplayedinmymind,hisdevilisheyeswhenI

introducedherasNokukhanyathewayhelookedat

myhandthatwasholdinghersaswestoodthere.

Thepaininhiseyeswhenhelookeduptome.Then

thesceneonthedancefloorwithherinmyarms

shehadlookeduptomeandsaid“thisisnothow

weshouldbedancingtothissong”herinnocence

eyeslockedwithmineandherlayingherheadback

onmychestafterIhadansweredher“theymay

dancehowevertheyliketothesongbutthisishow

wedancetoit“afterthatshehadgonebackto

layingherheadonmychestasmyheartboomedin

myears.IwascontentforamomentthereIwas

content.Fuck!Iletthetearsflowoutofmyeyes



afterover12yearsIhaveneverhadanythingthat

mademecryandtodayafterthislongamcryingfor

whatcouldhavebeen.Ihavenochoicenowbutto

leaveNokukhanyaalone,Nhlakanipholovesherand

Ihavetokeepmydistance.Itwillkillmebutwhat

elsecanIdo?She’sthewomanofmybrothers

dreams.Godwhataboutmyheart?Isitonthecold

sandandcoldwaterkeptsplashingatmyfeet.

MaybethiscoldiswhatIdeservemaybethiscoldis

howmylifeshouldbeormaybeambeingpunished

fornottreatingNomalangawell.ButGodknowsI

don’tloveherbutmaybetreatingherwellwouldn’t

havebeensuchabadideabutIdidn’tdoit.I

couldn’tfinditinmetotreatherrightandnowthe

womanIloveisslippingthroughmyfingerswhileI

watch.CouldIbetraymybrotherlikethat?Idon’t

know,Ihaveneverinmylifefeltthiswayabout

anyoneandwhenIdomyyoungerbrotheris

involved.Igetupfromthesandandmyfeet

togetherwithmybumarewetfromsittingonthe

wetsandbutthatistheleastofmyproblems.Igot

upandwipedmytearsthengotbacktothecarand

droveoffgoinghome.Ican’tfaceNhlakaniphonow



becausehewillwantreassurancethatIwillstay

awayandIdon’tthinkIcanlookhimintheeyeand

tellhimIwilldothatwhenIdon’tknowifIcan.

Nhlakanipho

IdrovePortiahomeandonthewayiwasthinking

aboutherholdinghandswithmybrother.Howdidit

happenthatwebothfellforthesamegirl?Mnqobi

hastobackoffIhavewaitedforsolongmaking

surenoguycomeclosetoherbecauseIwantedher

formyselfandthenmybrothercomesalongand

getsasfarasholdingherhandwhenIhaven’t

touchedevenahaironherhead.

Portia:Areyouokay?

Nhlakanipho:Yeahamfine

Portia:YounottheNhlakaIknowtoday,did

somethinghappenbetweenyouandyourbrother?

Nhlakanipho:Youcouldsaythat

Portia:Amsorryaboutwhateveritisbutyouhave



tofixityourbrotherlovesandlivesforyouIhave

seenitthemomentIheldhishand

ThatpartofholdinghishandpissedmeoffandI

foundmyselfgrabbingthesteeringwheeleven

tighter.

Nhlakanipho:Yousayhelovesmehuh?

Portia:MorethananythingwhenItouchedyour

brothershandIsawthatmanythingsthathisdone

inhislifewaseithertoprotectyouorforyoutobe

comfortableandsafe.Hetookajobhedidn’twant

becausehefeltifhedidthenyouwillbemore

protected.Everythingandeverydecisionthathis

madehasrevolvedaroundyou.Withthatkindofa

brotherI’dsayyouareblessedbecausenotmany

siblingshavethat.

Nhlakanipho:YeabIhearyouIwillfixthingswith

him.

She’srightMnqobihasalwayshadmyback,at

schoolhewantedmetoattendthesameschoolas

himbecausewewereinaforeigncountryandhe

wantedtoprotectmeandhedidbecauseIwas



neverbulliedbecausehewasthere.InvarsityIwas

finebecauseIcouldtakecareofmyselfnow

becauseIhadthetrainingandbutMnqobiwas

alwaystherewhenIneededhim.WhenIwent

throughmyfirstheartbreakhewasthere,hewas

andalwayshasbeenmoreofafathertomethan

Magebaeverwas.Whichiswhyheisgoingtolet

Portiagoforme.ThatmightsoundselfishbutIsaw

herfirstandIwaitedforherandshewillbemine

notMnqobi’s.IdropPortiaoffanddrovehomewith

theintentionoftalkingtoMnqobibutwhenIgot

therehewasn’tin.Iwaitedbuthenevercameback.

IwenttobedbecausetomorrowIhavetobein

Pietermaritzburg.MnqobiandIwillvisitthismatter

whenIreturn.

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingthefamily

#MaMoloi
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Mnqobi

WhenIarrivedhomeitwasaftermidnightIpress

theremoteonmykeyandthegateopened.Isaw

lightsturnedoninthehouseandknewMagebawas

upprobablywantingtocheckonwhatisgoingon.I

parkedthecarthesametimeheopensthedoor.He

switchedontheoutsidelightandIgotoutofthecar.

Magena:Mgaziebusukukanjeyhiniindaba(Mgazi

(clanname)solatewhatistheproblem?)

Mnqobi:LuthoMagebangikhumbeleekhayanje

(nothingMageba(clanname)Ijustmissedhome)

Mageba:ComeinwewilltalkInthemorningthekey

toyourhouseiswhereitstaysamsureyourwifeis

asleepbynow.

Mnqobi:It’sokayfatherIdon’twanttowakeherup

soIwilljustusemyroominsidethehouse.

Mageba:Sokhulumakusasa(wewilltalkinthe



morning)

Mnqobi:UlalekahleMageba(SleepwellMageba)

Mageba:Nawendodana(youtooson)

IwenttomyroomandgotundercoversIcouldn’t

sleepawinkthinkingaboutallthisintheendmy

brothersawherfirstcametomeallhappyandin

highspiritsaboutthegirlhemetandfalleninlove

with.ImayhavefallenforNokukhanyabutshewas

neverminetokeep.RightnowgoingbacktoJoburg

andburyingmyselfintomyworkwilldomegood.I

gotupfrombedataround4inthemorningand

wenttomakemyselfhotmilk,italwayshelpedme

sleepwhenIwasyoungerandhopeditstillworks.I

drankthemilkasIreplayedthemomentIhadwith

heroverandoverinmyheadanditfeltlikeam

losingmymind.Idon’tknowwhenIfellasleepbutI

waswokenupbyNomalanga.

Noma:Mgaziwakeup

Mnqobi:GoodmorningNomalanga...sheseems

shockedthatIgreetedher,wellamnotsurprised

becausethisissomethingIhaveneverdonebefore.



Noma:MorningMgaziyourmotheraskedmeto

wakeyouup.

Mnqobi:Okay,whattimeisit?

Noma:After12intheafternoon

Mnqobi:ShitIoverslept,tellherIwillberight

there...shebowsalittlethenleavestheroom.

Nomalangaisabeautifulyoungwomanthatcan

getanymanshewantinsteadofbeingstuckhere

beingaruralwifetomyparents.Yestomyparents

becausemeandherhaveneverbeenhusbandand

wife.Shehasalwaysbeenmyparentswife.Igotup

andmadethebedthenwenttobathandlookedfor

clothesthatlefthereandworethemandwentout.

Assoonasmymotherseesmeshe’sbeamswith

excitement.

Smangele:Mgaziwamiomuhleunjanindodana

(myhandsomeMgazihowareyouson)

Mnqobi:NdiyaphilaSmangelekunjanikuwe?(am

wellSmangelehowareyou.)Isaidhuggingherwith

asmileonmyface.Shepushedmeoffherand

pointherindexfingeratmeandsays



Smangele:NgisehunyokonjaloMnqobi

ungakhohlwangizokusakazaminamfana(amstill

yourmotherMnqobidon’tforgetthat,Iwillbeatyou

boy)

Mnqobi:Ngiyaxolisamahwami(amsorrymother)

Smangele:Imissedyouboy,youdon’tcomehome

anymore.

Mnqobi:Amherenowmother

Smangele:Youdon’tlookwellwhat’swrong?Is

Nhlakaniphookay?

Mnqobi:HisfinemahinfactIwenttoseehim

beforeIcamehereandthat’shiscaranddriving.

Smangele:Ohmybabythoughwhatishedriving

whenyouhavehiscar,YaziMnqobiyoubullymy

child.

Mnqobi:Hedidn’tneeditmahbecausehisgoing

awaywithhisbosssohewon’tbeneedingthecar.

Smangele:Mnqobiyouhavemysonworkingin

Joburginsteadofgoingtoschool?

Mnqobi:That’snotwhatamsayingmah,doyou



rememberthatwhenIwasinvarsityIalsohadajob.

Smangele:YesIremember

Mnqobi:WellNhlakaniphoisdoingthesamething.

Smangele:Ifit’swhathewantsthenIguessit’sfine

butIdon’twanthimtolosefocushissupposedto

graduatenextyear

Mnqobi:AndhewillmahIwillmakesureofit.

Smangele:Okaythenletmegetyoufoodbefore

yourfathercomesbackandstealsyoubukauzace

kanjaniHayimaanMnqobi(lookhowthinyouare

nomaanMnqobi)youhaveawifetocookforyou

yetyouleaveherherewithusandgoworkyourself

todeathinJoburgandnoteat....therewego

Nhlakaniphodidsayshewasgoingtostuffmewith

food.She’salwayslikethateverytimewecame

homeinhereyeswearethinasfortaking

NomalangawithmeIcan’titwillneverhappenShe

deservessomeonewhowillloveherandthat’snot

me.

Mnqobi:MotherpleasedishformebeforeMageba

gethere.



Mageba:Amalreadyhere

Saysmyfathercomingintothekitchenheseats

nextmeandtakesoffhishat.

Mnqobi:Mageba

Mageba:Mgazi,hasambesiyengale(letsgotothe

otherside)wecan’tbesittinginthekitchenlike

womenwhentheyareabouttogossip.

Ilaughedandwalkoutofthekitchenwithhim.He

leadsmetothekraalandhehasachairtherea

bunkwesittogetherlookingatthehorizon.

Mageba:MgaziIcanseethatsomethingisnot

sittingwellwithyou,Isawitlastnightwhenyou

arrivedwhatisthematter?

Mnqobi:KantiakunaluthoMageba(thereisnothing

father)

Mageba:YouknowMnqobiIamnotamodernman

Iacknowledgethatbutthatdoesn’tmeanIdon’t

knowmychildrenorthatIdon’tlovethem.Youare

myeldestsonandwithyouIdidwhatmyfatherdid

formeandchoseawifeforyou.Iknowyoudon’t



wantherbelievemeIunderstandbutgivehertime,

gettoknowherandmaybeyoumightloveher.

MnqobiIwilldieonedayandonethingactuallytwo

thingsIknowforafactisthatyourmotherwillnot

gohungryafteramgonebecauseyouhavebeen

takingreallygoodcareofthebusinessandthe

secondisthatIknowthatNhlakaniphowon’tlacka

fatherfigurebecauseyouwillbethereforhimlike

youarenow.

Myfatherhasneversatandspokentomelikethis.

Hismakingmesoemotionalrightnowandit

doesn’thelpthatamalreadyheartbroken.Ifmy

fatherseesmeasthefatherfiguretoNhlakanipho

couldafatherbetrayasonlikeIwantedtodoto

NhlakaniphowhenIwokeupthismorning?Idon’t

thanksonowthismanisgivingmemorereasons

toleaveNokukhanyaalone.Ididn’trealizeIhad

shedtearsuntilhewipesthemoff.

Mageba:Don’tcryson,whateveriseatingyouupI

knowyouwillsoonfindasolutiontoitonethatwill

beinthebestinterestofeveryone.

Wow“bestinterestofeveryone”hesaysattheback



ofmymindamaskingmyself“whataboutme”but

myanswercomesdowntotheresponsibilityIhave

towardsmybrother.

Mnqobi:NgiyakuzwaMageba(IhearyouMageba)

it’sjustthatsometimesithurtssobadthatIdon’t

seeareasontolive.

Hiseyespoppedoutoftheirsocketsandlooksat

me.

Mageba:ButMnqobiwhatishappeningthatis

makingyoueventhinkthatbeingdeadisbetter

thanliving?

Mnqobi:Luthobabayimpilonje(nothingfatherit’s

justlife)

Mageba:LifeishardmysonIknowbutplease

Mnqobidonotmakemeburyyou,Iwon’tbeableto

takeitifyoudo.MnqobiIhavelivedandfacedalot

oflife’schallengesandraisedabovethem.Iwant

youtolivetooandfaceyourownchallengessothat

youcanlookbackattheaccomplishmentsyou

havemadeandbeproudofyourself..

It’seasyforhimtosay,hedidn’tfallinlovewiththe



samewomanashisbrother.ButIwilldowhat’s

rightevenifitkillsme.

Mnqobi:Babanginescelo(fatherIhavearequest)

Mageba:Nomayhinindodana(anythingson)

Mnqobi:IwantNomalangatobesentbacktoher

maternalhome,Idon’tloveherandIdon’tseea

futurewithher.Keepingherhereisjustblockingher

frommeetingtheoneshe’ssupposedtobewith.

Mageba:TheonlythingIcandoaboutthisistoask

Nomalangaifshewantstogobackhomeandifshe

doesn’tthenthereisnothingwecando.She’sour

wifenowandifshedoesn’twanttogobackthen

wecan’tmakeher.

Nomalangacomesourwayholdingatraywithfood

andmyfatherstopstalkingshebowsandgivesme

myfoodandturnstoleavebutmyfathercallsher

back.

Noma:Baba

Mageba:Ijusthadatalkwithyourhusbandandhe

feelsit’sbestforyougobackhome.Whatdoyou



havetosayaboutthat.

Noma:BabangiyaziukuthiuMgaziakangithandi

Kodwaukubuyelaemuvaengekengikwazi.Baba

ngizobukekanjengesahlulekiekhayanasesgodini

sangakithi.(fatherIknowthatMgazidoesn’tlove

mebutIcan’tgoback.FatherIwilllooklikea

failureathomeandinmyvillage)

Mnqobi:Whydoyoucarewhatpeoplethinkabout

you?Isn’tyourhappinessmoreimportantthanwhat

peoplesay?

Nomalanga:Mgaziamawomanandwewomen

prideourselvesbydifferentthingsthanmen.My

familyisverytraditionaljustlikeyoursandme

goingbackwillnotonlydisgracemebutmyfather’s

nameaswell.Anamethatheprideshimselfwith,

howdoyouexpectmetotakethatawayfromhim?I

wouldratherstayhereandwaittoseewhatfaith

hasinstoreformebutpleasedon’tforcemetogo

backhomeandbreakmyfather’sheartbecauseI

won’tbeabletobareit.

Mageba:Noonewillforceyoutogobackmychild



wewerejustasking.Youcangonow.

Nomalanga:Thankyoufather...Mgazi

Shewalksawayandamleftdefeated.

Mageba:AmbeginningtothinkNomalangashould

havebeenNhlakanipho’swifenotyours.

Welaughed,Iknowhisjusttryingtocheermeup

andIappreciateitbecauseforthefirsttimemy

fatherandIactuallysharedsomethingmorethan

justagreetingandhowhisfarmsaredoing.

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingthefamily
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Nomalanga

EversinceIgotmarriedintothisfamilymyhusband

hasneverevengreetedme,buttodayhedidforthe

firsttimeandIwashappy.Icameherewithonly

grade12undermynameandwhenmyfatherinlaw

sawthathissonhadnointentionsofbeinga

husbandtomehesentmetoschool.Todayamin

agricultureandmyfatherinlawandIhavestarteda

smallbusinessofsupplyingsmallandmedium

businesseswithvegetables.It’sworkingwell

becauseitkeepsmebusyandIdon’thaveto

wonderaroundthehousethinkaboutmylifeand

thehusbandIdon’treallyhave.WhatIappreciate

aboutMnqobiisthefactthatheneverleadmeon,

neverleadmetobelievethatsomethingcould

happenbetweenusandIappreciatethatabouthim.

Somemenwouldhavewantedtohavebedroom

dealingswithmeknowingverywellthattheywill

neverbemorethanthat.Buthedidn’ttodayIstill

havemypuritybecausehewasthoughtfulenough



nottotakeitfrommeknowingthatheitwillnever

amounttoanything.Itwashisrighttohavemeas

hiswifebuthedidn’tandamgratefulforthat.I

wouldbehurtbyhisbehaviorifIlovedhimbutI

don’tIrespecthimasmyhusbandbutIdon’tlove

himbecauseIdon’tknowhim.Himwantingtosend

mebackwasalsothoughtfulonhisbehalfbutwith

afatherlikeminegoinghomeisnotanoptionmy

fatherisproudandhetakeshisnameseriouslyand

megoingbackhomewouldhavedestroyedhimand

everythingheholdsdear.Myfatherisanorphan

andtheonlythinghehasishisnamethathe

workedhardtoestablish.Hewasraisedinthe

forestbelieveitornotbyamanthatwasbanished

fromhisownhomebuthenevertoldhimwherehis

homewashejustlivedinmudhouseintheforest

deepinsidemyfathersaidhewasaseerthat

rescuedhimafterbeingbittenbyasnakehehealed

himandwhenhewashealedheaskedhimtoreturn

homebutmyfatherhadnohometoreturnto

becausehisparentsdiedandtheantsanduncles

threwhimoutandtoldhimthathewasnottheir

brotherschild.Hestayedwiththemanandhe



taughthimabouttraditionanditsimportance.He

taughthimtraditionalmedicineandhowtouseit

includingroots.Myfathergrewupasaherdboyfor

familieswhohadlivestockandthat’showheand

theoldamsurvived.Heneverwenttoschool,atthe

ageof16hehadhisowncowgiventohimbyone

ofthemenheworkedforhethentookittomate

withtheothercowsthat’showmyfather’scows

increased.Hebuiltahomeattheageof20butthe

oldmandiedbeforehefinishedit.Somyfatherisa

manofhiswordaproudmanwhousedhisblood

andsweettogethisplaceinsocietyandamnot

abouttotakethatawayfromhim.

Nhlakanipho

WeareinPietermaritzburgGora,SnakesandI.The

GeneralandGrinderwillbecomingtomorrowwith

Portia.Wegottheaccommodationandnowweare

justloungingaroundhavingbeersbutmymindwas

farawaythankingaboutapproachingPortiaand



makingthingsofficialbetweenus.

Snakes:Youdon’tlookyourselftodaykidwhat’sup?

Gora:Woman

Nhlakanipho:What?

Gora:Amsayingyouhavewomanproblem.

Nhlakanipho:Howdidyouknow

Snakes:Weareoldenoughtoknowthesethingskid.

Nhlakanipho:SowhatshouldIdo?

Gora:Aboutwhat?

Nhlakanipho:Mywomanproblem

Snakes:Dumpher

Gora:Howcanhedumpsomeonethatisnothis?

Snakes:Saywhatnow?

Gora:Thekidisnotinvolvedwiththewoman

Snakes:Arestressingoversomeoneyouhaven’t

tapped?

Nhlakanipho:Withherit’snotaboutthat,Iloveher,



whatshouldIdo?

Gora:Prepareyourwillandsayhowyouwantyour

funeraltobelike.Makeproperpreparationasto

whereorwhoyouwantyourmoneytogoto.

Snakes:Whymusthedothat?

Gora:BecausehisinlovewiththeGeneral’s

daughter

Snakes:Shit!

Gora:Yepshit!Isright

Nhlakanipho:Howdoyouknowthat?

Gora:ItoldyouIhavebeeninthisgamelong

enoughandbesidesyoudon’tmakemucheffortof

hidingit.

Nhlakanipho:ShityouthinktheGeneralknows?

Snakes:hahahanowIunderstandhahaDamnthat

manisalegend

Nhlakanipho:What?

Snakes:Don’ttellmeyoudon’tseeit?



Nhlakanipho:Seewhat?

Gora:Youstillwetbehindyourearsboy.

Nhlakanipho:Whatdoyoumean?

Snakes:TheGeneralgaveyouthattaskof

protectinghisdaughterbecauseheknewhowyou

feltabouther.

Nhlakanipho:Buthow?

Gora:Youdidn’texactlyhideitfromthefirstday

yousawherinthatsafehouse9yearsago

Nhlakanipho:Shit!Heknewallthiswhile?

Snakes:Yephaha

Nhlakanipho:Shit!Doyouthinkhewouldhavea

problemifIdateher?

Gora:That’snotyourproblemrightnow,your

problemistogethertodateyouandwhenthat

happensLaniwillhavenoproblemacceptingyou

evenifhisgoingtoroughyouupfirst.

Snakes:Yeahmanhisfirstpriorityishisdaughter’s

happiness.



Nhlakanipho:Isittruethatshe’snothisbiological

daughter?

Gora:Wherethefuckdogetthatfrom?

Snakes:LetLanihearyousaythatshitandyoucan

kissallthechancesofhavingthatgirlgoodbye.

Gora:Whereisthehelldidyougetthatfrom?

Nhlakanipho:Ifoundoutbymistake

Gora:Wellyoubetterforgetyoueverheardthatshit.

ToLanithatgirlisbloodandifyousayotherwise

bemyguestandamsureyouwillmeetLaniand

thistimehewillbecomingforyou.

Nhlakanipho:OkayIwon’tmentionitagainbutI

needhelpgettinghertoagreetogooutwithme.

Snakes:Youhaveaskedbefore?

Gora:Shit!Youplayingitsafethisguyhaschased

awayeveryguythatcameherway.

Snakes:Shitthatisfuckedupman!Whatifshe

doesn’tevenfeelyouaftersomuchwork?

Nhlakanipho:Thefeelingofloveisalwaysmutual.



Gora:Wherethehelldidyougetthatshitfrom?

Nhlakanipho:Abook

Snakes:Youhopeless

Nhlakanipho:Isitnottrue?

Gora:Niggeryoufuckedup!Ifitworkeddon’tyou

thinkshewouldhavegoneoutwithyoubynow?

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tcareIloveherandshewillbe

minejustwatchandsee.

Gora:Youwhipped

Snakes:Isayitagainyouhopeless.

Itdoesn’tmatterwhattheysaybutPortiawillbe

mine,Ididn’tworkthishardalltheseyearsonlyfor

hertochooseanother.Iwillnotletthathappen,

evenifshedoesn’twantmeIdon’tthinkIcanlet

hergo.She’smineGoddamnit!Shemineandmine

alone!

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingthefamily
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Mnqobi

AmbackinJoburgandamburiedinworkwhenmy

phonerings,Ilookatitbutdon’tanswerbecauseI

don’tknowthenumberbutthepersonispersistent

soIansweredandkeptquiet.

Voice:Hello,hello

Iknowthatvoice

Mnqobi:Yeah

Voice:Sonowyouansweryourphoneandnotsay

anything?



Mnqobi:Whothehellareyou?

Voice:HaibobutiIleaveonlyyesterdayandtoday

amforgotten

Asmilespreadsonmyface.

Mnqobi:WellIwillbedamnedNkanyezikamah

Nkanyezi:UnjaniMgazi(howareyouMgazi?)

Mnqobi:Ngiyaphilamntakamahwenaunjani?(am

well

Mybrotherandyou?)

Nkanyezi:Amgood,ItriedcallingNhlakaniphobut

hisphonedoesn’tgothrough

Mnqobi:Yeahhisbusywithwork

Nkanyezi:Work?Didheeventuallyfinishschool?

Mnqobi:That’satopicforanotherday

Nkanyezi:Noit’satopicforwhenIgettherepick

meupamattheairport

Mnqobi:What!Whydidn’tyoutellmeyouwere

coming?



Nkanyezi:Andruinthesurprisenever!

Mnqobi:Amcoming

Nkanyezi:GoodIwillbewaiting

Mnqobi:Sure

Icutthecallandrushtomyteamtotakemetothe

airport.It’sbeensolongsinceIlastsawmybrother

becausewhenhefinishedhisgrade12hewanted

togooverseasandstudytheremotherdidn’t

approvebuthewouldn’thaveit.Hearguedthat

NhlakaniphoandIgotachancetostudyoverseas

whycan’the?Somyparentslethimgo.Imustsay

hisdoingverywellforhimself,youseeIneverhad

toworrymuchaboutNkanyezibecausehisnotin

thisbusinessbutIstillhadmypeoplekeepaneye

onhimwhilehisthere.IgettotheairportandIsee

himcomingtowardsmeIguesshesawmefirst.He

hasahugejacketonhisarm,yeahLondonweather

isnochild’splay.Hegetstomeandwehug,his

bufferandlooksmucholderthanheactuallyis.

Mnqobi:Nkanyezikamah

Nkanyezi:Mgazi



Mnqobi:Amsogladtoseeyou,youhavegrown.

Nkanyezi:Sohaveyou,nowIcanevenseegreyhair

onyourhead

Mnqobi:Uyahlanyahasambe(youcraylet’sgo)

HelaughsatmeandwegetintothecarandI

instructthedrivertotakemetomyhouse.

Nkanyezi:whydoyouhavedriverslikeyouthe

president’sson?

Mnqobi:Magebaisthepresidentofthecountry

didn’tyouhear

Helaughssohard

Nkanyezi:Whatatraditionalcountrythiswillbeif

Magebaweretobepresidentamsurehewould

makeeveryonegobacktonotwearingclothesand

usingelectricity

Mnqobi:Ilaughedl...hisnotthatbadthough

Nkanyezi:Yeah,sotellmeNhlakaniphoandschool

whathappenedthere?

Mnqobi:Wellhegotajobthatrequiredforhimto



movetoDurbanandheleftschoolandmovedby

thattimehehadalreadymetthewomanofhis

dreamssohespenttheseyearschasingafterher

andforgotaboutschool.

Nkanyezi:Shemustbesomethingifhehasbeen

chasingherforthislong,whatwouldhappenifhe

losthisjobandwithnoqualificationstofallbackon?

Mnqobi:Nhlakanipho’sjobpaysverywellyoucan

counthiminthetop15ofthecountry’srichmenhe

doesn’tneedaqualificationbutbecauseourmother

wantedaneducationforallofushewentbackto

school2yearsagofinishedoffhissecondyearthat

heleftandnowhisdoinghislastandgraduating

nextyearMarch.

Nkanyezi:WOWamproudofhim,hemade

somethingofhimselfandamgladhisfinishingoff

school.Sowhat’supwithyouandhowis

Nomalanga?

Ihuffedandhechuckles

Mnqobi:AmfinestillsingleandNomalangastill

livesathomewithourparents.



Nkanyezi:Youmeanyouhavenevertappedthatall

theseyears?

Mnqobi:NoIhavenevertouchedher,what’sthe

use?Idon’tloveherandsleepingwithherwilljust

complicatethings.

Nkanyezi:Youright,sodidNhlakaniphoendup

gettingthegirl?

Myfacehardensandmyheartaches

Mnqobi:Notyet

Nkanyezi:What’sgoingonMnqobi?

Mnqobi:Nothing,weherelet’sgoinamsureyou

tiredit’salongflightfromLondontohere

Nkanyezi:Noit’snot

Mnqobi:GorestNkanyeziwewilltalkwhenyou

haverested.

HegoesupthestairsbutIcanseehestillhas

questionsbutamnotwillingtoanswerthemnow.

Nkanyeziispersistentandneverletsgoofanything

andIknowwhenhewakesuphewillbebackatit

naggingmetotellhimwhat’sgoingon.



Nokukhanya

Ihavebeenhavingchestpainsforthepasttwo

days,IfeelsadallthetimeandsometimesIfind

myselfcrying,forwhatIdon’tknowamjustsadnje.

Mydadthinksit’sbecauseofthefactthatamgoing

toZwelethubutIdon’tthinkthat’sthecasebecause

Iknowwithhimbymysidenothingwillhappen.But

whatisthisfeelingamgetting?Itriedconcentrating

sothatmaybeIcansensewhoamsupposedto

helpingthatishurtingthismuchnothinghappened

andsoIhaveup.WejustgotintoPietermaritzburg

andmyphonerings,amsittingnexttomyfatherin

thecaranduncleGrinderisdriving,Itakemyphone

outandanswerit’sBuhle.

Portia:Sthandwasami

Mydadshiftshisattentiontomeandhisface

hardens.Ohkay

Buhle:Whereareyou?Iwanttovisitambored



Portia:IjustgottoPietermaritzburglove

Buhle:Whatareyoudoingthere?

Portia:JustsomeceremonyformymotherItold

youwhathappenedsoIcametomakethingsright.

Buhle:Soyouarethereonyourownandyoudon’t

tellme?Sowenait’sgoodwhenyouhelpusbutwe

can’tbetherewhenyouneedus

Portia:IneversaidthatBeeIjustdidn’twantto

botheryou

Buhle:WOWbotherme?Justsendmealocation

amcoming

Portia:Okay

Shecutsthecallandmydadisstilllookatme

Lani:WeePortiausuyajolamanje(Portiaareyou

datingnow?)

Unclegrinderlaughs

Portia:Nodadthatwasjust...myphoneringsagain

andthistimeit’sSage

Portia:SorrydadIhavetotakethis



Portia:Sage

Sage:Whereareyou?

Portia:Pietermaritzburgwhy?

Sage:GoodIwilltellyouwhenamintownandyou

cansendmethelocationofwhereyouat.

Portia:Sageamherefor...shecutsmeoff

Sage:WeenjaIdidn’taskyouwhatyouarethere

forIsaidIwilltellyouwhenamintown

Portia:Youunbelievable!

Sage:Ihavebeencalledworse

Shecutsthecall.

Lani:Pleasedon’ttellmethatboygirlofyoursis

cominghere

Portia:SheisandBuhletoo

Lani:Amen!Sincewhendoyouhavesomany

friends?

Portia:It’sonlytwopeopledadnotmany

Lani:Twopeopletoomany



Grinder:Wehere

Lani:BabythisiswhereyouwillbeNhlakaniphois

goingtobeherewithyou

Portia:Wherewillyoube?

Lani:theB&Bdowntheroad

Portia:Okay

Igotoutandunclegrinderhelpswithmybags

Nhlakaniphoisstandingbythedoorhegreetsand

showsmemyroom.Igotinkickmyshoesoffand

sendthelocationmycrazyfriends.IwonderifSage

andBuhlewillgetalong.

Tobecontinued
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Nokukhanya

Iwassittinginmyroomwaitingformyfriendsto

arrivewhilelisteningtomusiconmyphonewith

headphoneson.Themusicmusthavebeenloud

becausethedooropenedandNhlakanipho

appearedandItookoutmyheadphonesashe

walkedin.

Nhlakanipho:Ididknock

Portia:IunderstandbutIdidn’thearyoubecauseI

hadheadphoneson.

Nhlakanipho:Okaycanwetalk?

Portia:Surenoproblemwhat’sup?

Nhlakanipho:LookPortiaIknowthismightcomeas

ashocktoyoubutIloveyou,amnotgoingtogo

aroundincirclesbecauseIhavebeenwaitingfor9



yearstoactuallytellyouhowIfeel.Irememberthe

firstdayIsawyou,youwereaballoffirebutIsaw

insidethefirethewomanofmydreams.Backthen

youwereyoungandItoldmyselfthatIwouldwait

foryouandIdid.After9yearstodayIgetthe

chancetotellyouhowIfeel.Pleasegivemechance

toshowyoujusthowmuchIloveyou.

Portia:WOWIdon’tknowwhattosayexceptIdidn’t

expecttohearthiswhenyouaskedtotalk.

Nhlakanipho:IknowbutthisishowIfeel,howI

alwaysfeltaboutyoupleasegivemeachance.

Portia:AmsorryNhlakaniphobutIdon’tthinkIcan.

Listenyouareagoodguy,handsomewithagreat

personalityandanywomanwouldbeluckytohave

you.

Nhlakanipho:Justnotyouright?

Portia:Amsorrybutyouworkingsocloselywithmy

fatherisanotherreasonIcan’tbewithyou.Believe

meIwouldhavedatedyouifyouwerenotsoclose

tohimbutnowhewouldneverallowit.

Nhlakanipho:Yourfatherwillgiveushisblessings



whenheseesthatweareinlove.

Portia:AmsorrybutIcan’t

Nhlakanipho:Istheresomeoneelse?

OkayhowdoItellhimthatIfeelsomethingforhis

brotherwithouthurtinghim?Nhlakaniphoisagood

guyandbelievemeIwouldhavedatedhimifwasn’t

workingsocloselywithmyfather.

Portia:Don’tdothisNhlakaniphoplease

Nhlakanipho:PortiaIhaveknownyouforsolongat

leasttellmeifthereissomeoneelsewhohasyour

heartthenIwillbackoff.

Portia:ThereissomeonebutwearenotdatingI

justlikehim.

Nhlakanipho:DoIknowhim?

Ohboy!HowdoItellhimit’shisbrother?

Portia:Yesyouknowhim

Nhlakanipho:Whoisit?Lookthisisnotaboutme

nowbutifthereissomeoneinyourlifeIneedto

knowasyourbodyguardsothatIcancheckhim



andmakesurehisnocriminal.

Portia:HisnotacriminalIcanassureyou

Nhlakanipho:Wellyourfatherwon’ttakemyword

foritsotellmesothatIcancheckhimout.

Portia:It’syourbother

Nhlakanipho:Mnqobi?

Hisfacehardensevenmorewhenheasks.

Portia.yes

Nhlakanipho:Amsorrytobreakyourheart

sweetheartbutMnqobiismarried.

Thathurt,whydidhemakeamoveonmeifheis

married?OrmaybeIreadthesituationwrongI

meanhedidn’tsayhewantedmeoranythinglike

thatwejustdanced.Whatmademeeventhinkthat

hewasinterestedinme.AmhurtIwon’tlieandI

can’tfaulthimeitherbecausehedidn’tleadmeon.

WhatamIsaying?IknownothingaboutdatingsoI

don’tknowwhatmyencounterswithMnqobimeant.

Portia:WOWIdidn’tknowthat



Nhlakanipho:Didhemakeamoveonyouwithout

sharingthatvitalpartofhislife?

Portia:Nonohedidn’tmakeamoveonmeIjust...

nevermind

Nhlakanipho:AmsorryaboutMnqobibuthis

marriedsweetheartpleasethinkofmyproposal,I

loveyouPortiawithallofme.Pleasethinkabout

givingusachance.

Portia:I...myphonerang...,amsorryIhavetotake

thisit’smyfriend

Nhlakanipho:Sure

Hegetsupandwalksout.

Portia:Sage

Sage:Amoutsidecomegetme

ShethencutsthecallandIwalkout,she’sstanding

nexttohercar

Sage:Mydarling

Portia:Sage



Sage:Ijustcametoaddsomefemininetouchon

yourgroupsothatyounotsurroundedbymen.You

didsayyouarealwayssurroundedbymen.

Portia:Momisgoingtobehereinthemorning

Sage:Exactlyyourmothernotafriend.Let’sgoand

pleasetellmearethemanyouarewiththistime

hot.

Portia:Very.

ShesquealsandrushesintothelodgeandIfollow

behindlaughing.Wegetintomyroomandshe

throwsherselfonthebed.

Sage:Sowhatareyouherefor?

Portia:Icameforaceremonyformymother

Sage:Butshe’stheonecomingtomorrowKodwa

it’sherthing?

Portia:Nomybiologicalmothershediedyearsago

Sage:Onamsorrysweetie

Portia:It’sokayit’shappenedyearsago.Ohmy

otherfriendiscoming



Sage:Soamtheonlyoneyoudidn’tinvite

Portia:Sheinvitedherselftoojustlikeyou.

Sage:GreatIloveheralready

Myphoneringsandit’sBuhleandIpickup.

Portia:Friend

Buhle:Amoutside

IcutthecallandgooutImeetherbythedoor

carryingabasketbutIdon’tseewhat’sinsideit’s

covered.WegotomyroomandSagesquealsand

hugsherlikesheknowsher.

Sage:AmSageherfriendandyoumustbeour

friendtheonewewerewaitingfor.

Buhle:BuhleisthenamedollandIloveeeeyour

outfit

Sage:Iknowright!...BuhleandIlaughed....whatdo

youhaveinthebasket?

Buhle:Thisweekendisgoingtobedepressingfor

ourfriendheresobroughtwinefortoday.

Sage:YesgirlnowIloveyouevenmore



Wetakethebasketandandgositinthebalcony

andopenthewineanddrinkwhileeatingthe

snacksBuhlebroughtwearelaughingandtalking.

Gora

SnakesandIleftLaniinhisroomgoingto

Nhlakaniphobecausehecouldn’tgetoffthephone

withhiswife.Theyhavebeentalkingforoveran

hourlikehedidn’tjustseeheracoupleofhoursgo.

whenwedroveinweseetwocarswedon’tknow

parkedinfrontofthelodgeandwelookedateach

other.Thereshouldn’tbeanyothercarsbut

Nhlakanipho’sbecausewebookedthewholeplace.

Wedroveinandparkedwhenwegotoutwehear

laughterandwewalkedforwardandsawPortiaand

somewhitegirlandanotheronewholooked....

Gora:Snakesisthataman

Snakes:Youmeanthegayguy?

Gora:Doyouseeanothermanthere



Snakes:Nobutyesthat’saman.

Nhlakaniphocomesoutandseesusandcomesour

wayamnotsureifthegirlsandthemansawus

becausetheyseemveryinterestedinwhattheman

issaying.

Nhlakanipho:Gentleman

Gora:Ntwana(boy)

Snakes:Whoarethey?

Nhlakanipho:FriendsofPortia’s

Gora:Youlettheguyhangaroundhertoo?

Nhlakanipho:Hisnothreat,hisawomantoo.

Gora:Mmmminangifunaumlunguloyaangikaze

ngajolanomlungu(Iwantthewhitelady,Ihave

neverdateawhilewomanbefore)

Snakes:She’salbinonotwhite

Gora:Samethingtomeshe’swhiteandIwanther.

Nhlakanipho:Noleaveheralone.

Gora:HaibothereisPortiawhydoyouwantthem



all?

Nhlakanipho:SherejectedmeandIdon’twantthem

allamjustkeepingherfriendssafefromyou.

Snakes:Sherejectedyou,soyouspoketoherand

sherejectedyou?

Nhlakanipho:That’swhatamsaying

Gora:Sorrymanatleastnowyoucanmoveon.

Nhlakanipho:Noamnotmovingonbecausethe

oneshelikesismarriedandevenifhewasn’tPortia

ismineandamnotlettinghergo.

Snakes:Youcan’tforceherman

Nhlakanipho:Iwon’tbutIwillmakesurenoother

manhasevenasecondwithheruntilsheseesme

astherightone

Thewayhesaidthatmakesmeworried,hewas

rejectedbuthelookslikesomeonewho’snotgiving

upandIadmirethatIdobutIwillhavetokeepan

eyeonhim.ButnottonightbecauseIplanon

gettingmywhitewoman.
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Mnqobi

Ihaveneverhadsomuchfuninmyentirelife,

havingNkanyeziherehasbeengoodforme.Him

beingheremademeforgetaboutmysorrowsand

enjoylifealittle.Wewenttotheshootingragethen

fromtherewewentpaintballingandthisguy

cheatedalltheway.Itwasfunthoughbuthehasn’t

stoppednaggingmeaboutwhat’sbotheringmehe

sayshewon’tleaveuntilItellhim.Hewas

supposedtobehomeyesterdaybuthesaidhisnot

leavinguntilItellhimwhat’sgoingon,hesaysI

needsomeonetolookoutformebecauseIlookout



foreveryoneelsebutmyselfandhisheretodothat.

Thatmademeveryemotionalbecausenotoncedid

Ihavesomeonetolookoutformeorcareabout

howamfeeling,Ilefthimthereafterhesaidthat

andlockedmyselfinthisstudyandshedafew

tears,mybrotherhasgrownandwantstolookout

forme.Hisbeenknockingonthedoorforawhile

nowandendedupsayinghisgoingtositoutside

thedooruntilIopen.Imovetothedoorandopen

andhehasasixpackofbeersnexttohimdrinking

leaningagainstthewall.

Mnqobi:YoulookBabaMkhize

HelaughsbabaMkhizeisanoldmanbackhomehe

likestodrinksomuchthatwhenhedrinksheleans

againstthewallsothathedoesn’tfall.

Nkanyezi:Istheoldmanstillalive?

Mnqobi:HeisIsawhimwhenIwashomeafew

daysago

Nkanyezi:Hisdiehardthatonerememberwhenhe

fellfromacliffandwhenwegothimheonlyhada

fewscratchesyetwhenBonganifellfromthesame



cliffhebrokeanarm

IlaughedthinkingofthatincidentbabaMkhizewas

drunkoutofhismindandwalkedhomelateandit

wasdark,hewentthewrongwayandfelloffthe

cliff.Wefoundhiminthemorningwhileherding

cowshewassleepingthere,wethoughthewas

dead.

Nkanyezi:Khulumanamibafokwenzakalani(talk

tomebrotherwhatisgoingon)

Mnqobi:It’spersonal

Nkanyezi:Bullshit!Wheniseverythingnever

personalforyou?

Mnqobi:AmstillolderthanyouNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:IknowthatbelievemeIdobutthisisno

timeforthat,tellmewhat’sgoingonamoldenough

tohandleit.

Mnqobi:Okaycomelet’ssit

Nkanyezi:Noyousitrightherenexttome,wehave

beersrightheresosit.

Ishakemyheadandsatdownnexttohimandtook



abeer,openandgulpdownalargesip.

Mnqobi:RememberthegirlItoldyouNhlakanipho

isinlovewith?

Nkanyezi:Yeswhatabouther?

Mnqobi:WellIhavenevermetheralltheseyears

andatworkwehappenedtobeworkingonher

father’scaseandshecameup,Ididn’tknowshe

wasthesamegirlbecausesheisnowadoptedby

someoneelsesowhenIfoundoutIthoughtshe

hadsomethingtodowithherbiologicalfather’s

dealings.TocutthestoryshortIfellinlovewiththe

girlandsheseemedtobetakenbymetoo.WhenI

wenthomeafewdaysagoNhlakaniphoandwent

totheclubImetthegirlthereandstillthe

connectionwastoostrongbetweenusthatIfeel

emptywhenshe’snotnearme.Wewenttowhere

NhlakaniphowasintheVIPsectiononlytofindout

sheisthesamegirlourbrotherisinlovewith.

Nkanyezi:YoutellingmethatyouandNhlakanipho

areinlovethesamegirl?

Mnqobi:Yes



Nkanyezi:Whodoesthegirllike?

Mnqobi:Idon’tknowman

Nkanyezi:ThisissimpletomeNhlakaniphometthe

girlyearsagoanddidn’tmakeamoveyesyousaid

shewasyoungthenbutwhataboutthetimeshe

wasinvarsity?ThewayIseeitthisgirllikesyou.

Mnqobi:Itdoesn’tmatterNhlakaniphoismybrother

andhesawherfirst

Nkanyezi:Nowthataloadofbullshit!Justbecause

hesawherfirstdoesn’tmeantheydatedandit

certainlydoesn’tmeanshelikehim.Mnqobifor

onceinyourlifefollowyourheartpursuethegirl

andifsherejectsyouthenletherbe.

Mnqobi:What’sfunnyisthatIhaveneverloved

anyonemywholelifeIdon’tevenhavethatfirst

lovekindofthingbecauseinhighschoolIhadto

growupfastespeciallyafterbeingchosenforthe

program.Girlstookabackseatinmylifeandwhen

IfinallyfindloveyearslaterIcan’thaveher

becausemybrotherloveshertoo.

Nkanyezi:MnqobiZulu,MgazikaMagebaIhave



neveraskedyouforanythinginmylife.Youalways

lookedoutforeveryonebutme.

Mnqobi:That’sbecauseyouhavealwaysbeen

responsibleandyouneverneededmemuch.

Nkanyezi:ButIneedyounow

Mnqobi:WhatdoyouneedNkanyezi?Iwilldo

anythingforyoubecause1youaremylittlebrother

and2Ihaveneverdoneanythingforyousonameit

andit’sdone.

Nkanyezi:Askthisgirlonadatetellherhowyou

feelandifshedoesn’tfeelthesamewaythenmove

on.

Mnqobi:Iwoulddoanythingforyoubutthatbrother.

Nkanyezi:Ijustknewyouneverlovedmelikeyou

loveNhlakanipho

Mnqobi:Whathowcanyousaythat?

Nkanyezi:Whathaveyoudonetoshowmethatyou

lovemeasmuchasyouloveyourbeloved

Nhlakaniphohuh?Nothing!Amleaving

Mnqobi:Whatdoyoumeanyouareleaving?



Nkanyezi:Amgoinghometoourparentsatleast

Smangelelovesme.

Hegetsupandgoesupstairsafewminuteslaterhe

comesbackwithhisbags.

Mnqobi:Youcan’tleavelikethisNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:Iwillbebackhomethedayyoudecideto

bemybrotherandactuallyprovethatyouloveme

asmuchasyouloveNhlakaniphoyouwillfindme

there.

Mnqobi:Howdoesgoingoutwiththisgirlshowyou

thatIloveyou?

Nkanyezi:itwillshowmethatamnotinvisiblein

youreyesanymore,itwillshowmethatIhavea

voiceandabrotherwhowillalwaysbethereto

listentome.MostofallitwillprovetomethatIcan

takecareofyou.

HewalksoutandIquicklytakemyphoneandmake

arrangementsattheairportforhimtobetakento

myjetwhenhegetsthere.Hisputtingmeina

difficultpositionrightnowandambetweenarock

andahardplace.



Nokukhanya:

Momarrivedthismorningandwemadeourwayto

theLuthuliresidence,wepassmyoldschooland

memoriesofmeandNoma-Africainthosegrounds

comebackrushingonmyheadincludingtheday

hermotherdied.Whenweapproachedmyhome

memoriesofthedaymymotherdiedcomeback

rushing,themobatourgateshoutingandsinging

forthewitchtobekilled,myfatherhandingherover

likenothing.ItearrollsdownmycheeksandIwipe

itoff.Wegettothegateandtheconvoyofcars

stoponeaftertheother.Mydadgetsoutfirst

followedbymom,IlookoutthewindowandIsee

neighborslookingoutthewindowsandsome

standingintheiryardslookingourway.

Sage:It’stimenowbaby

Buhle:Wearebyyoursideeverystepoftheway.

Ismileandnodatthemandwegotout.Mybrother

Baneleisstandingbythedoor,helookssomuch



likeZwelethu.Igottothegateandopenandgotin

followedbymyfriends,mydadandmymom.The

unclessaidtheywillwaitoutsideforthetruck

bringingthegoatandthecowfortheceremony.I

gottothedoorandBaneleopensitwideandwe

madeourwayin.

Banele:Whoareyou?

Nokukhanya:Amyoursister

Banele:Mysister?

Voice:Banelewhoisthat?

Zwelethu’svoicecomesfromthelounge,theplace

hasn’tchangedmuchexceptforthefurniture.I

followthevoicetotheloungewithmyfamilyand

friendsbehindme.

Nokukhanya:GoodmorningMrLuthuli

Hiseyeslookedliketheywereabouttopopoutof

theirsocketshisshocked.

Zwelethu:Daddy’sluckycharmyouback

Iignorethatandlookathim.



Portia:Canwesit?

Zwelethu:Ofcourseyes

Wesitonthecouchesfacinghim.

Zwelethu:Howareyoumybaby

Thatrepulsesme,howcanhecallmethat?!Iignore

himonceagain.

Portia:Youalreadyknowmymomanddadthose

aremyfriends.

Zwelethu:Hisnotyourfather!Iam

Banele:Fatherisshereallymysister?

Zwelethu:Yesnowgotoyourroom.

Banelegoesbuthiseyesaresetonme.

Zwelethu:Whatareyouherefor?

Nokukhanya:Weareheretodoabringinghome

ceremonyformomherspiritisstillroamingaround

heresheneedstobeleadhomeandlaidtorest

properly.

Zwelethu:Thatwillneedagoattobeslaughtered



whereshediedandacowwhenshe’sbroughtback

toaccompanyher.

Lani:Don’tworryallthatissortedthetruckwiththe

goatandcowisoutside.

Zwelethu:Howdidyouknowwhatisneeded?Did

yougotoasangoma

Portia:Nowedidn’tIjustknewandanotherthing

thatbringsmehereistowarnyouthatsomeoneis

afteryourblood.

Zwelethu:Iknowthatandamlookingathim.

Lani:Youwilldiewhileyoustilllookingatme

waitingformetokillyou.WholeYourrealenemies

willdosoandyouwon’tevennotice.

Zwelethu:Siesyounotevendenyingit.

Sage:Yhoowazewanedramananguumntu(Yhoo

hehasdrama)

Zwelethu:Donotopenyourmouthhereyoungman!

Sage:Youmeanyoungladynotmanlady

Portia:Wewillgotothegroundsnowtodothe



ceremony

Zwelethu:AmcomingwithIdon’ttrustthepeople

youbroughthere

Lani:Thefeelingismutual

Wefollowedeachothergoingtotheparkwhereit

allhappeneduncleMbusowasholdingthegoat

walkingbesidesmewithmydad.Whenwegotto

thepark.

Narrated

TheygottotheparkandNokukhanyafellonher

knees.Herfatherrushedtoheraskingwhatthe

problemwasbutshedidn’tsayanythingshewas

justlookingaheadatsomethingonlyshecansee.

Whereshewaslookinghermotherwasstillthere

withacartirearoundherneckshe’sscreamingand

shoutingforhertorunbeforetheycatchher.Her

spiritisnotatrestshe’sbeenrelivingthatdayever



sinceshediedshealwayscomesbacktothesame

parktolookforherdaughter.WhileLaniwas

holdingacryingNokukhanyahefelthishandsburn

andheletgoofher.She’sstartedburningandthey

movedbackthefireballoffirearoundherstarted

gettingbiggerandbigger.Shestoodupandwentto

wherehermothersspiritwaskneeling.

Gora:ItoldyouLaniandyouwouldn’tbelieveme

backthen.Believemeknowhuh?

Lani:IdoGoraokaywhereisshegoing?

Gora:Toconsultwithherfellowyouknowwho.

Lani:Don’tevensaythatwordhere

Gora:MmmyouknowwhattakethegoatIwillbe

standingbacktherewhenyouneedme.

Lani:YekelaukubayigwalaGora...stopbeinga

cowardGora

Gora:CallmewhateveryouwantbutIwillbe

standingthere

Zwelethu:Whatisthis?

Lani:Whydon’tyouaskherwhenshe’sdone



Zwelethu:Weneedtoputheroutshe’sonfire

Lani:GogetwaterZwelethuIwillhelpyouputthe

fireoutwhenyoucomeback

ZwelethurangongtogetthewaterLanijustlooked

athimandlaughedshakinghishead.

Nokukhanyakneeledinfrontofhermotherandheld

herhands

Themeblihle:Runmybabybeforetheycomefor

youpleaserunNokukhanyarun!!

Nokukhanyastartedprayingholdinghermother’s

handssheprayedlikeneverbefore.Cloudsstarting

gatheringquicklyassheprayed,rainfellfromthe

skythunderandlightningdoingtheirthingbutshe

didn’tstoppraying.Whenshewasdonealight

peakedthroughthedarkrainycloudsandshined

wherethespiritwaskneeling,Thembelihlecleared

up,thebloodwasnolongerthere,thetireshewas

lookingbeautifulsmilingatherdaughter.

Thembelihle:Thankyouforsettingmefreebaby.

Nokukhanya:Iloveyousomuchmom



Thembelihle:Iloveyoutoobaby,butrememberam

notleavingyoualone,youhaveamotherIn

ThembekaandafatherinKhangelani.Andplease

continuetouseyourgiftforthegood.Lastlyforgive

Zwelethugreeddrovehimtoitandnowhispaying

forhissins.

Nokukhanya:AmjustgladIgettosaygoodbyenow

Thembelihle:Betweenmeandyouthereareno

goodbyesbecauseIwillalwaysbewithyou.

Shethendissolvedintoparticlesandwentupwith

thelight.Aftershewasgonetherainstopped.She

turnedbackandlookedatherfatherandnodded

herheadandLanibroughtthegoatforward.

Nokukhanyalittheincenseandspoketothe

ancestorsthenpokedthegoatanditmadeasound

shethenaskedherfathertocutitsthroathedid

andsheputoutherhandsandtheblooddripped

intothemuntiltheywerefullandshesprinkleditall

aroundwherehermotherdied.Theythenburntthe

goatthereandtheystooduntilitfinishedburning,

theytookitsbonesandwentbacktothehouse.

PassingZwelethuwhohadabucketofwaterbeing



heldbackbyGora.Whentheypassedeveryone

followed.

Tobecontinued

Pleasekeepsharingandgrowingthefamily
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Nkanyezi

AllthewayhomeIwasthinkingabouthowunfairit

isforparentstoexpecttheolderonestobestrong

liketheydon’thavefeelingsorheartsthatbreaklike

anyotherchild.Igrewupseeingmybrotheras



happypersonbutonedayafterthat6monthsthing

theywenttomybrotherwasneverthesame.

Nhlakaniphoaswellbuthewasbetter,theMnqobi

thatusedtolaughandjokearoundwasn’tthere

anymoreandhisqualitiesoflaughingandjoking

aroundwerenowtakenbytheshyandreserved

Nhlakanipho.Myfatherusedtosayhewished

Nhlakaniphowasthefirstbornbecausehe

resembledhimmorethanMnqobiandevenhis

personality.ButafterthatcampthingMnqobiwas

moreofmyfatherandNhlakaniphowastheclown.

Iusedtowatchhimnotevenlaughatjokesoreven

attempttosmilewhenajokeismade.Hebecame

moreattentivetothepeopleNhlakaniphoandI

hangoutwithtoapointthathewouldstockuseven

whenwehangoutwithourfriends.Nhlakanipho

seemednottomindthiswhileIthoughtitwouldbe

agoodthingtostayathomemoreandstudymore

sothathewon’thavetoworkovertimelookingout

formeandNhlakaniphoatthesametime.Mageba

lovedthenewMnqobiandevenstartedcallinghim

Mgaziandwhenmomaskedwhyhechosetocall

himthatspecificclaninsteadoftheothershesaid



henowlookedandactedmorelikeMgaziandgave

mymotheralonghistoryofhowMgaziour

ancestorwas.IRemembermymothergettingangry

sayingthatshedoesn’twanthersontobecalled

andassociatedtothatallhislifebutmyfather

neverlistenandweallgotusedtothenameand

callinghimthatbutmyMagebanevergavehimthe

reasonandthelessonbehindhimcallinghimthat

specificancestor.Alotofthingsathomeweresaid

inmypresencebecausemyfatherdidn’tseemeas

someonewhowillamounttoanything.Hesaidthis

becauseafterIdecidedtogiveMnqobiabreakand

stayhomeandstudymoremymotherstarted

babyingmeandIenjoyedtheattention.Mageba

gaveMnqobimoreresponsibilitiesandstarted

groominghimtotakeoverthefamilybusinessand

hedidassoonashefinishedschool.WhatImean

tosayisMnqobi’scareerwaschosenforhim,his

responsibilitieswerechosenforhim,Ialsothink

thatcampthingthatchangedhimwasalsochosen

forhimandevenhiswifewaschosenforhim.

MagebaforcedthatgirlonMnqobibutinsteadof

sayingnoMnqobistayedawayfromhomeandwe



sawhimlessandlessbecauseofMageba.Isay

MagebabecauseNomalangadidn’tchoosethisit

waschosenforherandaccordingtowhatMageba

saidherfatherisexactlylikehim.It’swaslike

somestupidRoyaltyshitthatdidn’tmakesense

evenwhentheytriedtoexplainit.Whatamtryingto

sayitthatbecauseMnqobiisolderhisexpectedto

justrolloveranddowhat’sbestforeverybodyelse

buthim.Magebaalwayssaid“Mnqobiisolderand

mustleadbyexample.Aleaderdoesn’talwaysget

whathewantsanddoesn’tleadwithfeelings.A

leaderdoesthingsandmakedecisionsforthegood

ofthepeople”Ineverreallyunderstoodwhathe

meantuntilIsawhimforcethingsonMnqobitime

andtimeagain.Ijusthopethatthistimehewill

thinkofhimselfanddowhathewants,I

blackmailedhimyesandbelievemethatwasthe

onlyway.Iknowhisfeelingguiltywhereverheisfor

neglectingmegrowingupandfocusingmoreon

NhlakaniphobutlittledoesheknowthatIstayed

awayandbehavedforhim,thinkingthatIwillget

myoldbrotherbackbutIneverdid.Buthedidmake

suretobethereformeatschoolgamesandaward



ceremoniesbecauseIbecameanerd.Iappreciate

thatabouthimbecauseMagebaneverwentthere

andwhenIaskedhimtocomehewouldaskme

“whatisthatfor?Isitsomethingthatwillgiveyou

money?Somethingtoeatmaybe?”AndwhenIsay

nohewouldsay“Iwillnotleavemycowsthatfeed

youandmetowastetimewatchingthemgiveyou

uselessthings”butMnqobisteppedup.Gamesand

awardceremonieswereourthing.Hewouldcome

watchthentakemeoutandgetmewhateverI

wanted.Idon’tknowwherehegotthemoneyfrom

butwhateverIwantedhewouldget.Hegotmemy

firstlaptopwhenIwonthenumberonepositionin

thewholeschoolonmathsandphysics.ThatdayI

willneverforgetandIjusthopemyblackmailgets

himtheonethinghewantsforhimselfnotforme,

notforNhlakaniphoorourparentsbutforhim.

Nokukhanya

Theceremonywentwell,whenwecamebackthe



cowwasslaughteredandmyunclehaddugagrave

thatthebonesofthegoatwereburiedinasa

resemblanceofmymother’sremains.Thecowwas

slaughteredtoaccompanyherandtheneighbors

came.Someofthemweretherethedaymymother

waskilledandtheywereparticipatingyettoday

theyarehereeatingmeatandlaughingliketheyare

notthereasonIdon’thaveamothertoday.Someof

themevenhavethegutstoaskmewhereIhave

beenandwhateverbecameofme.ButIdidn’tmind

Iwasgratefulbecausethemeathadtobeeaten

andfinishedtoday.Zwelethuisstillshockedtosay

theleastaboutmebeingonfireandhavingthegift.

Wearesittingoutsidewithmyfriendseatingmeat

whenalimostopsbyourgateandatallbeautiful

womanstepsoutofit.WhenIlaidmyeyesonherI

knewwhoshewasandstoodupandwentrunning

towheremyfatherwas,hesawmecomingand

stoodupcomingmyway.

Lani:Babywhat’swrong?

Nokukhanya:She’sheredaddyshe’shere

Lani:Whobaby?



WhenIwasabouttoanswerhimweheardgun

shotsandwetakeoffrunningtowheretheycome

from.It’samesspeoplecryingandrunningaround

notknowingwhattheyaredoing.Anothergunshot

cameandwefollowedtothegatewhereZwelethu

waskneelinghehadbeenshotonbothhislegsand

shouldertheladyisholdingagun.

Zwelethu:Amandababypleasedon’tdothis

Hebegged

Amanda:YoushippedmeofftoParisnotknowing

thatIknowthatyoucheatedandgotanother

womanpregnantafterImademyfathersignyouas

partnerinourbusinessesyouwentanddidthis?

Nottomentiongettingyourwifekilledforyourown

selfishreasons.YouseeZwelethuandamnotthe

stupidmodelyouthoughtIwas,youforgotabout

methemomentyoursonwasbornbutworrynotI

amheretoremindyouwhoIreallyam.Incaseyou

forgotIamAmandaGrootbomdaughterofthe

greattigertheoneyoustolefromandamhereto

payhimbackforwhatyoudidtohimandme.



ShesaidandshotZwelethurightonthechest.Then

pointedagunatBanelewhowascryingkneeling

nexttohisfatherItookastepforwardtoprotect

himbutuncleMbusobeatmetoitashecamefrom

behindandtookthegunfromher.Hegaveitto

unclesnakesbutAmandaturnedandpunched

uncleMbusointheeyeandmyfatherlaughednext

tomeholdingmyhand.UncleMbusopulledher

outsidethegatebutshewasfightinghimallthe

way,herpeoplecameandgotherpointingguns

anduncleMbusowhojustclickedhistongueand

shovedhertowardsthemandcamebacktothe

yard.AmbulancearrivedandtookZwelethuandI

wenttoBaneleandtouchedhim.

Banele:Don’tyoudarelayyourhandsonme!This

isallyourfaultwewerefinebeforeyoucamealong

andruinedeverythingwithyourpeople!This

happenedbecauseofyouandifmyfatherdieshis

bloodwillbeonyourhands!!!Nowonderhenever

spokeofyou,youaredisgracetohisname!!

Lani:Heyboywhothehelldoyouthinkyouare

speakingtomydaughterthatway?Doyoueven



knowthekindofmonsteryouaredefendingnow?

Sage:HabeHayiuyanyawenanjaufuzenjeuyihlo

(heynoyoutalkshitnowyoudogyoujustlikeyour

father)

Nokukhanya:Leavehimhishurt

Buhle:Haiboandyouarenot?

Nokukhanya:Myfeelingsdon’tmatter

Lani:Notwhenamaround

Sage:Metoo

Buhle:Letsgotothecarfriendyouhavedonewhat

youcameherefornowlet’sgo

Banele:Neversetyourstinkingfeethereeveragain!

Lani:Iwillmakesureofitboyandpleasedon’t

comelookingforherbecauseIwillforgetyouare

childanddealwithyouaccordingly.

WewenttothecarandBuhledroveustothelodge,

her,Sage.Momandme.Mydadandtheothers

stayedbehindtoquestionAmanda.



Pleasekeepsharing
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Gora/Mbuso

EverytimeIgetclosetoLani’switchIcomeback

witheitheremotionalbruisesorphysicalones.I

savedmyselfthefirsttimebykeepingmydistance

whenshebecamethatfireball.IreallythoughtIwill

leavehereintactbutboywasIwrong!Inowhavea

blueeyegiventomebynoneotherthanskinnyand

bonesmistressofZwelethu.Iswearifthatguylives

amgoingtokillhimmyself,Lanimakeshiswayto

meandammadashellathim.

Lani:Goredidyoucontactthecommanderyet?



Gora:WhymustIdoit,areyounottheGeneral?

Lani:Iambut...

Gora:NobutsLani,ifyouwantthecommandercall

himIdon’tevenknowwhyyouwanthimoryou

scaredoftheskinnywoman.

Lani:TobehonestamveryscaredofherImean

shedidgiveyouthatblueeyewhichshowshow

dangeroussheis.

Gora:Youknowwhatshe’sstillhereamgoingthere

tobeattheshitoutofherbecauseyoudon’teven

apologizeoracknowledgethatIgotthisprotecting

yourdamndaughter.

Ileavehimtheregoingtothedirectionoftheskinny

woman.HerunsaftermeandgrabsmyarmandI

stopandlookathim.

Lani:Gorayoucantbeatawomanwedon’tbeat

womenremember?

Gora:ThatdamnmentalityisthereasonIgotthis

blueeyetobeginwith.

Lani:Amsorry



Gora:Notassorryasshewillbewhenamdone

withher

Lani:WhatareyouuptoGora.

Gora:Justwaitandseebetteryetcallthe

commandertosortouthisclientsmess.

Ileavehimthereandgotothecarandmadeacall

themanfriendofPortia’s,Igotboththeirnumbers

yesterdaywhenwemetthem.Heanswered

Sage:Sagespeaking

Gora:Darlingit’smeMbuso

Sage:WhatdoIowethepleasure?

Gora:Pleasecomebacktothehousesomeoneis

messingwithmebigtimeandIcan’ttouchher

becauseshe’sawoman.

Sage:Saynomoreamonmyway.

Gora:Thanks

Sage:Youoweme.

Gora:Iknow.



IcutthecallandgotbacktoLaniwithasmileon

myface.

Lani:Mbusowhathaveyoudone?

Gora:Whydoyouhavetoassumetheworstofme?

Lani:BecauseIknowyouGoraandthatsmileis

mischievous.Youbetterhavenotbeatenthepoor

woman

Gora:Poorwomanyousay!Doesthisblueeyesay

poorwomantoyou?

Lani:WhathaveyoudoneMbuso?

Gora:Justwaitandsee.Whatdidthecommander

say?

Lani:Hisalreadyonthewayherehearrivedin

Durbanthismorning.

Gora:Greathecantakecareofthismessandclose

thecaseonthismoron

Lani:YoustillthinkZwelethuisworseaftermeeting

thebabymama.

Gora:Thatoneisahoodratdidyouhearwhatshe



saidwhentheboytoldherthefathergotshot

becauseofus?

Lani:IdidbutIwillletthembebecausetheyarein

foragreatsurprisebecausethelegacyshe’stalking

aboutisnomore.Let’sseewhatsheandherson

willdo.

Myphoneringsit’sSageIsmilegoingtothegate

withoutansweringIgettohimandhismouthis

hungopen.

Sage:Whatthehellhappenedtoyou?

Gora:Shecausedthis

Sage:Shebeatyou?

Gora:YepwhenIgotheraftertheshooting.

Sage:Ididn’tnoticethat,whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Gora:GetmemyrevengeSageandIwillgiveyou

whateveryouwant.

Sage:WhateverIwant?

Gora:Yes

Sage:OkayIwantR20000inmyaccountforanew



outfit,anaildoandhairbecausethingsmightget

messyherewomenaresavages.

Itakeoutmyphonehecallshisaccountnumber

andItransfer.Hisphonebeepsandheleavesme

standingthereshegoestowheretheAmanda

womanisstandingnexttoherbodyguardhemakes

itasifhepassingandthenextthingIhearsound

thatsatisfiesme.Lanigetstomyside

Lani:Whatthehellhappenedwhyistheboygirl

fightingwithAmanda?

Gora:Sageisgettingmerevenge

Lani:Whatifherbodyguardsbeathimup?

Gora:ThenIstepinbecausetheyarenotwomen

fornowlet’swatchwhiletheytrytoseparatethecar

fight.

LanilaughsandSageisreallygivingittothe

womanbushshouting“whogaveyoutherightto

givethatbeautifulfaceablueeyehuh!Your

businessherewasyourboyfriendbutyouwenttoo

far”thegirlhashishairpullingthem.OkayI

understandnowwhybewantedthatmoney,am



laughingnonstopwithLaniandSnakes.

Lani:ifthecommanderdoesn’tgetheresoonhe

willfindhisclientinabadshape.

Gora:Shedeservesit.

Snakes:ButshecanfighttoojustthatSagehasthe

powerofamansoshe’satadisadvantage.

Lani:Howdidyouthinkofcallinghimanyway.

Gora:Itwasyourungratefulassthatmademecall

himtoavengeme.

Snakes:WhatdidyoudoLanithatgotthepoor

womanbeatenbyamaninwomen’sclothes.

Lani:Myonlysinwaslaughingwhenthegirlgave

himtheblueeye.

Gora:Don’tforgetnotsayingthankyouafterI

protectedyourdaughter

Lani:Butshewasnotaimingatherbutatthespoilt

bradboy.

Gora:Doesn’tmatterthisisyourpeople’smessand

Idealtwithitwhileyoulaughed



Snakes:hahahthewayyoucomplainonewould

swearyouareonyourperiods.

Gora:Don’tforgetyouarenotawomansnakessoI

willbeatyouupandLaniwon’tsayathing.

Snakes:Unganyaboy

Gora:Trymethen

LanilaughedIdon’tevenknowwhatthefoolis

laughingat,hedidthisnx.

Mnqobi

IgotacallfromtheGeneralafterIfinished

organizingmydinnerdatefortomorrow.Hersaying

notothedateisnotanoptionmyrelationshipwith

bothherandmybrotherdependsonthisdateso

hersayingnoisnotanoption.Hecallsandtellsme

aboutourclientwhoshotZwelethuandIdon’tgive

ashitwhathappenstothatmanbutIsayam

cominganywaybecauseit’stimeweclosethis

casesothatIcanfocusonotherthings.Idriveinto



PietermaritzburgandIrushthroughitgoingtothe

Luthuliresidence.Idon’tplanonstayingherelong

andMokukhanyabetternotbetherebecauseshe

willmakemelosefocus.IwantheralonewhereI

willbeabletohaveherinmyarmsonceagain.

“FocusMnqobi“IreprimandmyselfasIgotto

Zwelethu’sneighborhood.Alotofcarsourcars

plusalimoisparkedonthestreetsandtherearea

lotofpeoplestandingoutside.AsIdrivethroughI

seealadyshoutingandswearing,hernoseis

bleedingandherhairisamess.Whoevershegot

intoafightwithsuredidanumberonher.Ifinda

spottoparkandIgetoutandlookfortheGeneral,I

seehiminsidetheyardwithhissidekicksIwalkto

themandIseetheotheronewithablueeyeandthe

weirdonewhoalwayscarriesasnakestandingnext

tothem.

Mnqobi:Gentleman

Them:Commander

Mnqobi:Whereismyclientaminarush?

Theblueeyedguyanswered



Gora:Youjustpassedher

Mnqobi:Where?

Gora:She’sthathotmesswith.Bleedingnose

Mnqobi:Whathappened?

Lani:Goragotrevenge

Mnqobi:What?Webeatupwomennow?

Gora:Ohno!Theladyovertherehelpedmeout.

Ilookandseeagayguybusyfixinghimselfnextto

thecar.Ishakemyheadandwalkedawaytomy

client,IdidwhatIcameheretoandaskedherafter

thisshemustmeetmebackinJoburgtofinalize

thepaperwork.Ibitfarewelltotheguysandthe

GeneralandIdriveoff.OnthewayIdialed

Nokukhanya’snumbermyguysgotitforme.It

ringsforawhileandhersweetvoicecomesonand

Ialmostlostcontrolofthecar....stupidmeIstop

onthesideoftheroadandanswer

Convo

Mnqobi:Nkosazane



Nokukhanya:Mnqobi

Mnqobi:Yesit’sme,howareyouholdingup?

Nokukhanya:Amfine

Shesaysshe’sfinebutshe’snotconvincingher

voiceislow.

Mnqobi:Noyounotbutyouwilltellmeallaboutit

tomorrowevening.

Nokukhanya:Whatishappeningtomorrowevening?

Mnqobi:Amtakingyououttodinner

Nokukhanya:Idon’tthinkIshouldMnqobi

Mnqobi:CometodinnerwithmeNkosazanethen

youcantellmewhatyouthinkyoushouldor

shouldn’tdo.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi

Mnqobi:PleaseNkosazaneentle(beautiful

princess)it’sjustdinnerIcameallthewayfrom

Joburgjusttohavedinnerwithyoupleasesayyes.

Nokukhanya:OhMnqobi



Mnqobi:Please

Idon’tbeganyonebuthereIambeggingthe

womanofmydreamstohavedinnerwithmeboth

formeandmybrother

Nokukhanya:FineIwillcometextmetheaddress

Mnqobi:NoNkosazanethatisnotagentleman’s

way,Iwillpickyouupat7

Nokukhanya:OkayIwillsendtheaddress

Mnqobi:Noneed,seeyoutomorrowNkosazane

entle(beautifulprincess)

Nokukhanya:ByeMnqobi

Icutthecallwithahugesmileonmyface,shit!

WhyamIsostupid,whydidIsayIwillpickherup,

wherewilltheGeneralbewhenIdothat?Think

Mnqobithink!IcallNkanyeziandhepicksuplike

hisphonewasinhand.

Convo

Nkanyezi:Mgazi



Mnqobi:Ican’tpickherupatherhomeherfatheris

mybossandhisverycruelwheniscomestohis

daughter

Nkanyezi:Sendadriver

Hesaysandcutsthecall,Iguessamstillinthedog

housewithhim.

Pleasekeepsharing
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Mnqobi

Amattherestaurantwaitingformydatetoarrive,I

bookedthewholerestaurantnottobuyherbutto



havetheprivacywedeservewithoutthe

disturbanceofotherpeople.Aminaslimfitsuit

andIsentadresstoher.Ihaveneverdone

somethinglikethisbutIhadalotofhelpfrom

Nkanyezifromsendingadrivertopickherupto

sendingthedressshewillweartonightwithshoes

andadiamondnecklace.Ihopeshedoesn’tthink

amlookingdownonherorsomething.Thelights

aredeemattherestaurantandmusicisplayingin

thebackground.Amnervousnotforthedatebutof

herreactionwhenItellherhowIfeel.Ihearthecar

outsideandIstandupfromthetableandlookat

thedoor.Itopensandshewalksinlooking

breathtaking,Iwalktowardsherasshewalks

towardsme,nowthatshe’shereIwantnothingbut

tohaveherinmyarms.Igettoherandpullherinto

ahugandsherestsherheadonmychestandright

thereIfeelcomplete.

Mnqobi:Youlookbeautifulnkosazane

She’sblushesandlooksdown.Itakeherhandin

mineandwalkhertothetable,Ipullachairoutfor

herandshesitsthenItakemychair.Thewaiter



comesandaskswhatwewillbedrinkingandIask

foraglassofwhiskeyIneeditandsheasksfor

cranberryjuice.

Mnqobi:ThankyouforagreeingtothisIappreciate

it.

Nokukhanya:Thankyoufortheinvite

Mnqobi:Nowtellmewhatisorwasbotheringyou

yesterday?

Nokukhanya:Justfamilydramanothingmuchbut

amokaynow.

Mnqobi:Youreallyarebeautiful

Sheblushesonceagainandlooktohersidetrying

tohideit....

Mnqobi:Amgladyouareokaynow,tellmewhy

didn’tyouwanttohavedinnerwithme?

Beforeshecouldrespondthewaitercomeswithour

drinks,wethankhimandheleavesaftertellingus

thathewillbebringthemstartersshortly.Iordered

3differentstaters,3differentmainsand3different

desserts.Iwanthertochoosewhatshewantsso



theywillbringeachmealinacurtandshewill

choosewhatshewants.

Nokukhanya:It’sjustthatIhaveheardalotabout

you.

ThishasNhlakaniphowrittenalloverit,Iwonder

whathetoldher.

Mnqobi:Thatmakesmethinkthatyoudidn’thear

goodthingsatallifyoudidn’twanttocomehere

becauseofwhatyouheard.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowifwhatIheardisgoodor

notbutheyhereIam.

Mnqobi:HereyouareindeedNkosazane

Thestarterarrives,thefirstit’sshrimp,thesecond

iscalamariandthethirdisseafoodrisotto.She

chooserisottoandIsmilebecauseit’smypersonal

favorite.Wehavethesamestarter.

Nokukhanya:WhyamIhereMnqobi?

Mnqobi:YouareherebecauseIwantyouhereto

havedinnerwithme.

Nokukhanya:Mmm



Ihatethatresponsebecauseitmeansshe’snot

interestedandthatalonemakesmewanttogetup

andleavebeforegettingmyheartcrushedonce

again.

Mnqobi:NokukhanyaLuthuliNkosazaneentle...

beautifulprincess....youareheretodaybecause

myheartyearnsyourlove,myeyesseektoseeyour

beautyandyousmileeveryday,mybodyyearnsto

beclosetoyou,myarmsyearntoholdyouandmy

soulsyearnstobeconnectedtoyours.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi

Thatcomesoutasawhisperfromthosebeautiful

fulllipsofhers.Thebottomoneisthinnerthanthe

toptheybeautiful.

Mnqobi:Nkosazaneyouhavetoknowthatthisis

myfirstrodeo,Ihaveneverinmyentiremiserable

lifedonethis.YestherehavebeenwomenbutI

haveneverwinedanddinedthem.Thatwasmainly

becauseIneverfeltforthemwhatIfeelforyouand

pleasedon’taskmewhatIfeelbecauseasIsaidI

haveneverdonethisandIdon’tknowthisfeeling.



It’sforeignandunusualtomebutallIknowisthat

it’sstrongtoapointthatwhenamnotnearyouI

feelemptyandcold.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobistop,Iwon’tallowyouto

buttermeupwiththesebeautifulwords.Youare

marriedMnqobiandwhatyouaresayingtomeis

notappropriate.

Mnqobi:It’snotappropriate?SotellmeNkosazane

whomustIsaythemtoforthemtobeappropriate?

Nokukhanya:.Yourwifewillbeagoodstart

Mnqobi:Nowbeforewemoveonlet’saddress

somethingquickly,whenIsaidwomencameand

wentbutIneverfeltthiswayImeantthat.Nowthe

wifeyouaretalkingaboutIdon’tevencountherin

thewomenIhavebeenwithbecauseIhavenever

beenwithher,neverhadanyphysicalcontactwith

hernotevenahandshake.ThefirsttimeIgreeted

herwaslastweekwhenIwashomebeforethenI

haveneversaidawordtoher.

Nokukhanya:Whatareyousaying?

Mnqobi:Whatamsayingisthatmymarriagewas



arrangedandNomalangathegirlyoucalmasmy

wifeisnothingtomeinfactlastweekaskedmy

parentstolethergobackhomebecauseIwillnever

bewithherbutsherefusedtoleave.Thestory

aboutmeandNomalangaiscomplicatedand

NhlakaniphoknowsthatverywellandIknowhis

theonewhotoldyou.Amnotmadbutallamsaying

isthatIwishHetoldyoueverythingasitis.Sono

NkosazaneIcan’tsaythesamewordsIjustsaidto

youtothewomanyoucallmywifebecauseIdon’t

feelanythingforher.

Nokukhanya:AmsorryIjumpedintoconclusion

withouthearingyouout.

Mnqobi:It’sokayNkosazanebutyoushouldknow

thatifyoudon’twanttobewithmebecausethereis

Nomalangahangingovermyheadthenamsorry

butIwillnotacceptthat.

Nokukhanya:AreyouusingmeMnqobi?

Thathurtme,whathaveIdoneforhertothinkthatI

maybeusingher.

Mnqobi:Whywouldyouaskmethat?



AmgettingangryIfeelit,whywouldshethinkthat

aboutme?

Nokukhanya:BecausenotsolongagoNhlakanipho

confessedhisloveforme.

Mnqobi:WhatNhlakaniphodoesordoesn’tdohas

nothingtodowithme,tomakethingsclearyes

Nhlakaniphosawyoufirst9yearsagoandhetold

meaboutthegirlhefellfor.Inevermetyouuntilthe

dayofyourgraduationandIfellforyou.Thescene

attheclubwasmerealizingthatIhadfallenforthe

samegirlmybrotherfellforsoIleft.

Nokukhanya:Iunderstand

Mnqobi:Ihopefromnowonwewon’ttalkabout

anyoneelsebutmeandyou.Amnotgoingtobeg

youtobewithmeortrytomakemybrotherlook

badbecausehisnothisagoodguyandifyou

decidetobewithhimyouwillbelovedandtaken

careof.

IthurtmetosaythatbutIcan’tforcehertobewith

meifit’sNhlakaniphoshewants.

Nokukhanya:Irejectedhim



Shesaysinalowvoice,amhappyaboutthenews

butamsadformybrother.Imeanhehadlovedthis

womanforyearsonlyforhertorejecthim.Iwonder

howhisfeelingIneedtocallhimafterthis.

Mnqobi:Yourejectedhim?

Nokukhanya:Yes

Mnqobi:Why?

Nokukhanya:Becausethereissomeoneelse.

ThathurtmorethananypainIhaveeverfeltbefore,

thereissomeoneelse,thosewordskeepringingin

myheadandIcan’tseemtoshakethem.

Mnqobi:Thereissomeoneelse,okaythenthat’s

goodIguess.Ijustwantyoutobehappywith

whoeveryouarewith.

Nokukhanya:That’sthething,amnotwithhimin

factIdidn’tknowifhelikedmeornotuntilafew

minutesago.

Mnqobi:Amsurehedoes...thenitregisterstome....

waitwhatdidyousay?

Nokukhanya:ThatyouaretheguyIlikeMnqobi



Ididn’thavewordsbecauseIfewminutesagoI

thoughtIhadlosther.Istoodupfrommychairand

gavehermyhandandshetookit.Itookherintomy

armsandembracedher.Shelaidherheadonmy

chestandmyheartboomedwithhappinessshe

wasmine,sheismine.Ismiledandpushedheroff

mealittleandshelookedatme.Oureyeslocked

andIleanedinforakiss,herlipsaresoftandtasted

evenbetterthenIhadimagined.

Mnqobi:Thankyouforgivingmeachance

MaLithuli

Nokukhanya:Thankyouforchoosingme

Ipulledherclosertomeagainandcapturedherlips,

possessingthemandenjoyedthetasteofthem

againstmine.Ipulledoutandopenmychairand

satthenIpulledhertositonmylap.Wewerejust

admiringeachotherandourfoodhadgonecoldbut

noneofusminded.

Nokukhanya:Howisthisgoingtoworkbecause

youarebasedonjoburgandamhere.

Mnqobi:WewillmakeitworkIpromiseyouthatyou



won’tfeelmyabsenceinyourlife.

Nokukhanya:Thatgoingtobedifficult

Mnqobi:Whatyoudon’tunderstandisthatIdon’t

thinkIcanbeawayfromyouforalongperiodof

timesobelievemewhenIsayyouwon’tfeelmy

absenceinyourlifeandsowillI.

Nokukhanya:Iwouldlikethat.

Mnqobi:Babyourrelationshipwontbeeasy,thatI

wantyoutounderstand.Alotofpeoplewon’tbe

happywithitandthatincludesmybrother.

Nokukhanya:Myfather

Mnqobi:MineaswellbutIwantyoutoknowthatI

willfightforus,foryou,allIaskisthatyoudon’t

giveuponme,thatyoudon’teverthinkofwalking

awayfromme.

Nokukhanya:Ican’tpromiseyouthatbutIam

willingtotry.

Mnqobi:That’sallIask

Ikissheragainandsherespondsquickly.Ithink

amaddictedtoherlipsandhavingherinmyarms



already.

Nokukhanya:It’sverylatenowIshouldleave.

Mnqobi:Iwilltakeyouhome.

Nokukhanya:Doyouwanttosabotagethis

relationshipevenbeforeitstarts?

Mnqobi:Ijustwanttobewithyoualittlelonger.

Nokukhanya:IknowbecauseIfeelthesameway.

Mnqobi:Fineyourdriverisoutside.

SheattemptstogetupbutIholdherinplaceand

stoodupwithher,hereinmyarmsiswhereshe

belongs.Icarryheroutandwalktowardsthecar

andthedriveropensthedoor.Iputherdownand

kissedheronemoretimebeforeshegetsintothe

car.Iclosethedoorandwaitoutsideuntilthecaris

outofsightandstillIstoodtherenotbelievingthat

shewasmine.Ifeltlikeshoutingouttotheworld

thatshewasnowmine.IthinkIstoodtherefor

morethan45minutesbeforeIgotintothecarand

droveofftomyhotel.Intheelevatorgoinguptomy

roomIhavethemoststupidgrinonmyfaceandI



keepimaginingherinmyarms.Ifeelemptyagain

butitwon’tbelong,Iplanonhavingherinmyarms

everyday.TheliftpingsmyarrivaltomyfloorandI

gotomyroomandopen.IgotinbeforeIcould

switchonthelightsIfeelacoldobjectonmyhead

andIfroze.

Tobecontinued
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Mnqobi

TheliftpingsmyarrivaltomyfloorandIgotomy

roomandopen.IgotinbeforeIcouldswitchonthe

lightsIfeelacoldobjectonmyheadandIfroze.



Rightnowthetrickisnottopanicbecausethis

fuckercanpanictooandshootmebyaccident.SoI

standstillandwaitforhimtostatehisbusiness.

Nhlakanipho:WhatthefuckareyoudoingMnqobi

Mnqobi:Nhlakanipho?

Whatthehelliswrongwiththisboy?Iturnaround

andthegunisinmyfacenow.Butthat’snotwhat

concernsme,mybrotherlooksderanged.

Nhlakanipho:Yeahit’sme,tillwhendidyouthink

youwillscrewmygirlandIwon’tfindout?

Mnqobi:She’snotyourgirlNhlakaniphoshe

rejectedyou.

Iturnaroundandwalkdeeperintotheroomandhe

spoke

Nhlakanipho:Don’tfuckingmoveMnqobi

Mnqobi:StopthisnonsenseNhlakaniphoshe

rejectedyounowmoveon.

Ishouldn’thavesaidthatbecauseheshotmeinthe

legandthatthingstunglikeamotherfucker.Shit!



Nhlakanipho:Shefuckenrejectedmebecauseof

youdumbass!!Andyoutellmetomoveonjustlike

thathuh?After9fuckingyears!!!

Mnqobi:Lookamsorrythingsdidn’tworkoutfor

thetwoofyoubutatthesametimeyoucan’tforce

hertobewithyouifshedoesn’twantto.

Nhlakanipho:Ohnowyouareafuckingexperton

whatshewantsnowhuh!!!Youmeetherfortwo

secondsandyougettoholdherhand.Thenmeet

herforadayyougettofuckingkissher!!!Whothe

fuckdoyouthinkyouMnqobihuh.

Mnqobi:Amnotabouttofightwithyouoverthis,

youaremybrotherandIgetwhereyoucoming

fromandamsorryIhadtobetheonetobreakyour

heartbuttheheartwantswhatitwantsamsorry.

Thefuckershootsmeontheotherlegfuck!!!At

leastthebulletsarethroughandthroughbutnow

amgoingtohaveholeonmyfuckinglegs.

Nhlakanipho:Staythefuckwayfromherandthisis

justawarningMnqobi

Nowthisniggerpissesmeoff,howfuckdoeshe



expectmetostayawayfromherwhenshechose

me.Amnotdoingthatshit!

Mnqobi:Ithinkyouhavesaidanddoneenoughfor

todaysoifIwereyouIwouldleavebeforeIforget

youaremybrother.

Iturnaroundandlookforthefirstaidkitandclean

mywoundshisstandingtherelookinglikehewants

tokillme.

Nhlakanipho:ContinuewithherandIwilltellthe

General

Mnqobi:Whydon’tyoufuckingtelltheworldifyou

wanttobecauseamnotleavingher!!Nowgetthe

fuckoutofmyroomyoupissingmeoff.

Nhlakanipho:Whatthefuckareyougoingtodoifi

don’tleavehuhwhat?

HesayscomingclosetomeandIlostit,Istoodup

andwentforhisneck,Isqueezeditwhilehewas

gaspingforairandImovedwithhimtothedoorbut

thefuckerthoughtitwisetoshootmeonmyrib

cageandIsawred,Idugmyfingersonhisthroat

andopenedthedoorandthrewhimout.Istumbled



acrosstheroomholdingmyside,Ilookedatmy

handanditwassoakingwetwithblood,amloosing

alotofblood.Istumbledtowardsthefirstaidkit

butmyvisiongotblurryandItrippedonsomething

andIfell.

Mnqobi:Nokukhanya..

That’sallIremembersayingbeforethedarkness

tooover.

Nokukhanya

Ihavebeensittinginmyroomdaydreamingabout

thedateIhadwithMnqobi.Iknowwhatamdoingis

wronginsomanyways,hismarriedandyeshe

explainedhissituationbutdoesn’tanyother

marriedmandothesame?Idon’tknowbutwhatI

doknowisthatIwanttotryandseewhereitgetus.

TruthbetoldIhavestrongfeelingsforMnqobi,like

himIdon’tknowwhattheyareorwhattheymean.

AllIknowisthatIfeelsafeinhisarmsanddon’t

wanttoeverbewithouthimagain.Aminmypjs



sittinginbedplayingthesongthatwasplayingon

thebackgroundoftherestaurant.IsmilewhenI

thinkaboutit,wedidn’teveneatourfoodbutfunny

enoughamnothungry.AsIwassittingthereIhad

painonmysidewhenItoucheditIsawhimhewas

justlayingthereandhecalledforme.WhenIcame

toIjumpedoutofbedandranoutofmyroomlikea

crazypersongoingdownthestairsandmyfatheris

watchingsoccer.

Lani:Princesswhat’sup?

Nokukhanya:Yourcarkeysdaddywherearethey?

Lani:Whereareyoudrivingtoatthistimeofnight?

IstartedcryingbecauseIdon’tknowifhisaliveor

notwhereheisandmydadiswastingtime.Hison

hisfeetinasecondhuggingme.

Lani:Heywhat’swrongprincess

Nokukhanya:Hisgoingtodiedaddyifwedon’tget

tohimnowpleaseyourcarkeys

Lani:Okayletsgoamdrivingyoucan’tdriveinthis

state



Idon’twaitforhimtosaymoreasIheadtothedoor

hefollowsmejustasurgent.WegettothecarandI

don’tknowwheretodirecthim.Itouchmyside

againandfocusIseethenameofthehotel.

Nokukhanya:Proteahotelthat’swhereheis

Mydaddoesn’taskquestionshedrivestoprotea

hotelinhighspeedbuttomeitfeelslikehisdriving

60km/hamanxiousandcryingatthesametime.

Myfatherlookspissedbyallthisbecausethereis

nothingmydadhatesthantoseemecryheloses

hismindandrightnowhecouldkillsomeone.He

gettothehotelandIdon’twaitforhimtoevenstop

thecarproperlyandIranoutgoingtothedoor,I

openedandrantothefrontdesk.

Nokukhanya:MnqobiZuluwhichroomishein.

Amamessandthewaythisladyislookingatme

justconfirmsit.

Lady:Amsorrymambutwecan’tgiveout

informationonourguest.

Nokukhanya:Pleasehisgoingtodieifyoudon’tlet

meintothatroomnowplease!



AmacryingmessandIlookupandseethelady

panickingandIlookbackmydadiscomingbehind

me.

Lani:Preciousdidyoutellmydaughterwhatshe

wantstoknow.

Precious:NosirIjust

Lani:Nowprecious!!andcalltheambulancewhen

youdone.

Precious:Yessir

Shepressedafewbuttonsandgivesusroom204i

takethekeyandrantotheelevatorwithmydad

behindme.WegetinandmydadpressthefloorifI

wasn’tsuchamessIwouldaskhimthe

relationshiphehaswiththishotelseeingthat

PreciouswaskindofscaredbyhimbutIdon’thave

timeforthatnowMnqobiisindanger.Theelevator

seemtobetakinglongergoingupsoIclosedmy

eyes.

Nokukhanya:Youmightwanttoholdonto

somethingdaddy.



Hedoesn’taskquestionsasheholdsontotherails.

Iputmyhandsonthesideoftheelevatorandit

movesupinhighspeedandinamatterofseconds

itopensuptothe8thfloorandIgetoutrunning

lookingforroom204

Lani:Thiswaybaby

IfollowhimwegettothedoorandheopensandI

pushhimasideandwentin.Isawalotofbloodand

mylegscouldn’tcarrymybodysoIfellonmy

kneesthinkingtheworst.Mydadpassesmeand

goesfurtherintotheroomandshouts.

Lani:Hishere!!

Ifindenergyanddragmyselfupandwalkslowlyto

theothersideIseehimthereandthereisalotof

bloodcomingfromunderneathhim.

Lani:Hehasapulsebaby

InodmyheadbecauseIdon’ttrustmyselftospeak.

MydadtakesouthisphoneandmakecallswhileI

holdhishand.Andwhisper.

Nokukhanya:AmherenowMnqobipleasedon’t



leavemenotwhenwejuststarted.

Mytearswon’tstopfallingandmydad’sshouting

atwhoeveronisthephoneandwhenhisdonehe

comesbackintotheroomandpulledmeup.

Lani:YoudidgoodbabyhisgoingtobefineI

promise.

Ijustnodagainsthischest,momentslater

paramedicsbustintothedoorsfollowedbyhotel

guards.Theycheckhispulseandtheotheryellsit’s

faintweneedtomovenow!Theymovequicklyand

takehim.Amshakingrunningbehindthemleaving

mydadbehindtalkingtothesecurityguards.We

getoutsideandtheydon’taskmequestionswhenI

climbinwithhimattheback.Sirensringalltheway

tothehospitalandamholdinghishand,hehasan

oxygenmaskandanothertubecomingoutofhis

side.Inoticethathispantsisalsowetonthelegs

withbloodandImovethereandpulledthemupand

sawabulletwound,IdothedaywiththeotherandI

seethesamething.

Nokukhanya:Healsohasbulletwoundsonbothhis



legs!

Iyelltotheparamedics

Guy:Wearealmostatthehospitalmamtheywill

checkhimout.

Nokukhanya:Mhlanganetcarealright!

Guy:That’swherewetakinghimmamdon’tworry.

Easyforhimtosay,hedoesn’thavehisfirst

boyfrienddyingrightInfrontofhim.

Afewminuteslaterwegettothehospitalandthere

isadoctorandnurseswithascratcheroutside

alreadywaiting.Theytakehimandrushinside

whiletheparamedicsshowmewherefillinhis

information.ThenithitmethatIonlyknowhisfirst

andlastname,whileamstillstandingtheremydad

comesinrushing.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowhiscredentialsdaddy

Lani:Don’tworryIwilltakecareofthisgowaitthere.

HepointsmetothewaitingroomwhilehefillsIn

theforms.Iwentandsatonthechairsandhug

myselfIfeelcold,Ilookatmyselfandambarefoot



withmypjson.Great!Afterawhilemydadcomes

andsitsnexttomeandholdsme.

Lani:Icalledyourmothertobringyouachangeof

clothesandshoes.

Nokukhanya:Thankyoudaddy

Lani:Anythingforyourprincess

HehugsmetightandIcan’thelpbutthinkofthe

hugMnqobigavemeattherestaurantwhenIsaidI

wantedtobewithhim.Isniffandmydadholdsme

tighterandbrushedmyback.

Pleasekeepsharingpeoplelet’sgrowthisfamily
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Nkanyezi

Imustsayit’sgoodtobehomeandnowIhave

motivationtostayherealittlewhilelonger.My

motivationhasaname,Nomalangaiknowit’s

wrongandshe’smarriedtomybrotherbutwhenI

gothereaftersomanyyearsit’slikeIwasseeing

herforthefirsttime.She’sbeautifulanddark.She’s

shywithagoodpersonality,ImustsayIhavetaken

aninterestinherandamdoingsowithaclean

heartknowingmybrotherneverhadrelationswith

herandthathisnotintoher.Iknowshe’solderthan

meprobablyclosetoMnqobi’sagebutwhatisage

butjustanumber?Magebaishappythatamgiving

himabreakandgoingwithNomalangawithto

deliveriesofvegetablessothesupermarketsthey

supply.Imustsayamproudofmyparentsfor

takinghertoschoolandamproudofherformaking

somethingofherselfandactuallyusedourfarms

forgood.Becausethiswhatshe’sdoingisgood

business,she’spartnerswithmydadinthisand

alsointhelivestockbusinessbecauseshecame



upwithnewwaystoexpandthebusinessandonly

sellforbutcheriesnotonlythelocalsbecausewe

allknowourpeopledon’twanttopay.SoIhave

beenspendingalotoftimewithherandwehave

beengettingcloserandcloser.Shetalksmoreand

laughsmorethesedaysandIlikethat.Makesme

lookforwardtoeverymorningbecauseIgetto

spendtimewithher.Mymotherlovesthisandsays

it’sgoodforNomalangabecausemybrothersnever

tooktimetogettoknowherwhentheyarehome.

ButlittledoessheknowthatIhavestarted

developingfeelingsforNomalanga,she’sagood

womaninadisadvantagedsituationandIwould

liketogivehermorethanwhatshehas.Wejustdid

ourlastdeliveryoftheday.

Nkanyezi:That’sthelastoneandwefinishedearly

sowhatdoyouwanttodofortherestoftheday?

Noma:Idon’tknowNkanyeziInevergottodo

anything.

Nkanyezi:Okayletsgo

Noma:Whereareyoutakingme?



Nkanyezi:Youwillsee

Idrivetogatewayandgotonewmetroandbuy

movieticketsforus.

Noma:Whatarewedoinghere?Ididgrocery

shoppingbeforeyoucame.

Nkanyezi:Wenotdoinggroceryshoppingweare

heretowatchamovie

Noma:Wecouldhavedonethatathomeyouknow

Nkanyezi:Iknowbutthisisanewexperiencecome

let’sgo.

Wegotintothecinemaroomandhereyespopped.

Noma:Thiscan’tbereal

Nkanyezi:Itis

Noma:OhmyGod

WetookourseatsandImustsayitkindahurt

seeingherlikethat.AsoldasNomalangaisshe

nevergottoenjoylifeanddothingsthatother

peopledo.Freshoutofschoolshewasmarriedto

Mnqobiaftergrowingupunderalockingkey.Then



shestayedherwithmyparentsunderanother

lockingkeybeingawifetoamanthatdidn’tlove

her.Thengoinghomeandschoolshehadadriver

andhadtobehaveandshedidthatuntilshe

graduatedandnowsheatthemoviesforthefirst

time.SheseemstobeenjoyingitandIlikethe

sparkinhereyes.Themoviefinishedandweleft.

Noma:OhNkanyezithankyousomuchforthisyou

don’tknowhowmuchitmeanstome.

ShewantstocryandIwon’tlethersoIpullherby

herhandmovingtowardsthefoodcourt.

Nkanyezi:Don’tthankmeyetthedayisnotover

Noma:NkanyeziIstillneedtocookwhenIget

home

Nkanyezi:Smangeleisthereshewillcookforher

husbandnowwheredoyouwanttoeat?

Noma:Spur!Ialwayshearpeopletalkingaboutit

andIwanttotryit.

Nkanyezi:Spuritismylady.

Wegottospurandgotatable.Weate,talkedand



laughed.She’safreesoul.Weleftspurwithtake

awaysbecauseshesaidshewishestohavethe

samemealinthemorningsowegottakeaway.We

gottothecarandshecouldn’tstopsmiling.

Noma:ThankyouforthisNkanyezireallyI

appreciateit.

Nkanyezi:Okayhowaboutwemakeitaneveryday

thing.

Noma:Iwouldgetboreddoingthesamething

everyday

Nkanyezi:Hearmeout,everydayafterdeliverieswe

dosomethingnew,somethingyouhaveneverdone

before.How’sthat?

Noma:Iwouldlikethat.

Nkanyezi:Thenit’sadeal

Noma:Deal

Weshookonitandshesmiledshakingherhead

likeshecan’tbelievetodayhappened.AndIam

goingtolovedoingthingswithhergettingher

familiartolifeoutsidetheZuluhousehold.



Nokukhanya

Wecamebackfromthehospitalataround3inthe

morning.Thedoctorsaidhewascriticalbutstable,

Idon’tevenknowwhatthatmeansbutwhatIdo

knowisthatthebulletonhisleftsidepuncheda

liverbutthedoctorsaidhewilllive.Amhappyabout

thatandtiredaswellbutIcan’tstayinbedbecause

Ihaveanopeninginacoupleofhours.Idragged

myselftotheshowerandshowered.Gotoutand

lotionedandworemyclothesandmademyway

downstairs.Momwasmakingbreakfast.

Nokukhanya:Morningmom

Thambeka:Morningbaby

Nokukhanya:Where’sdadandSboniso?

Thembeka:Outtrainingorwhatevertheygetupto

inthemorningsandnights

Nokukhanya:Heshouldstoppushinghimsohard

Thembeka:Amdonetalkingaboutthatbecause



yourbrotherdoesn’tseemtomindsoamdone.

Nokukhanya:Heseemstoenjoyitactually

Thembeka:Yeah,howareyouholdingup?

Nokukhanya:Amfine

Thembeka:Youlovehimdon’tyou?

Nokukhanya:Mah!

Thembeka:Don’tmahme!IknowlovewhenIseeit

babyandyoumygirllovethatboy.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowwhatloveismahbutwe

juststartedandIfeeladeepconnectiontohim.

Thembeka:Love!Don’tworryhewillbeokay.

Ijustnodded

Thembeka:Bigdaytodayhuh?

Nokukhanya:Idon’tthinkIwillenjoyitwithMnqobi

inthehospital

Thembeka:Ohyounglove

Nokukhanya:That’sitamleaving

IleaveherlaughingandimeetNhlakaniphooutside



thecar.ShitIforgottotellhimabouthisbrother.

Nokukhanya:MorningNhlakanipho

Nhlakanipho:Morning

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowifyouheardbutyour

botherwasadmittedtothehospitallastnight

Isaidgettingintothecar

Nhlakanipho:Ishedead?

Nokukhanya:No!Howcanyouaskthat?

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tknowmaybeyounotbeing

specific.

Nokukhanya:Amsorrythedoctorsaidhiscritical

butstable.

Nhlakanipho:Mmm

Thedrivewassilentafterthatwithmethinking

aboutMnqobiandIdon’tknowwhatNhlakanipho

wasthinkingabout.Wedroveto“mycompany”

feelsgoodtosaythatNPTAccountingand

Consultingfirmthat’sthenameofmycompany

NPTstandsforNokukhanyaPortiaThembelihle



AccountingandConsulting.Thenameistoalso

honormymother.InthecompanyIhavea

consultingwingwithitsownteamwhereIwillbe

usingmygifttohelppeople.Ihavemyownteamon

theaccountingsideandontheconsultingside.

Justhopeeverythingworksout.Whenwegottothe

companywewentourseparateways,Iwentto

checkifeverythingwasreadyonbothsides

becauseamopeningbothatthesametime.AndNo

ontheconsultingsidepeopledon’tpay,whenIgot

thegiftgrandmaneversaiditwasformetomake

money.Afteroverseeingeverythingguestwere

alreadycominginsoIwenttomyofficeand

changed.ThenIwentandjoinedeveryone.The

speechesweresaidandbothsideswereopened.

Peoplewereshockedaboutthesecondsideasa

resultIhadtodosomeconsultationsforafew

peopleinorderforthemtobelievebutafterthat

theyleftwithoutsayingawordbecausealotwas

revealedthere.Itwasnowtimetodanceandenjoy

thefood,myfriendsareherelookingeverso

beautiful,myfamilyishereincludingtheunclesthe

onlypersonmissingisMnqobi.Nhlakaniphocomes



myway.

Nhlakanipho:Whywouldtheladyofthehourbe

standingherealoneinsteadofdancingand

enjoyingherday?

Nokukhanya:Amjustnotfeelingitman

Nhlakanipho:isitaboutMnqobi?

Nokukhanya:Kindof

Nhlakanipho:Mnqobiisafighterhewillpullthrough

hismybrotherIknow.Socomelet’sdance.

HegavemehishandandItookitbutthatwasmy

mistakebecausethemomentIheldhishandIsaw

it,Isawitall.Iquicklypulledmymyhandbackand

lookedathim.MylowerlipwasquiveringbecauseI

wassuppressingthetearsthatwantedtocomeout.

Nokukhanya:Howcouldyou?

Nhlakanipho:HowcouldIwhat,what’swrong?

Nokukhanya:Youaskingwhat’swrong?Youshot

him,youarethereasonhisinhospital.

Hescratcheshisheadthenlooksatme



Nhlakanipho:Wheredoyougetthatfrom?

Isthisguyforreal?Hisbeenwithmeforthislong

andheknowsIhaveagiftyethisaskingmesucha

stupidquestion.

Nhlakanipho:Iaskedyouaquestion

Nokukhanya:Ihaveagiftremember?Isawwhat

youdid,whyinthehellwouldyouthinkamsome

objectyoucanclaimjustbecauseyousawmefirst?

Nhlakanipho:MnqobibetrayedmeandIactedout

ofangr.

Nokukhanya:Outofangeryousay,youcould’ve

killedhim!Didyouevengoandseehim?

Nhlakanipho:WhymustIgoseehimhuh?He

betrayedmedamnit!

Nokukhanya:Youareunbelievable!Amactually

gladIchosehimoveramonsterlikeyou

Nhlakanipho:AmnotamonsterPortiaamjusta

guyinlovewhogotscrewedoverbyhisbrother.

Nokukhanya:Nomatterwhathedidyouhadno

righttodohimlikethat,didyouthinkIwillfallfor



youafteryoukilledhim?

Heopenshismouthtosaysomethingbutnothing

comesout.

Nokukhanya:YouarenotevenworthitandI

thoughtIknewyoubutclearlyIonlyknewthefake

guyyouactedtobe.

MytearsmadetheirwaytomycheeksandIleave

himthere.

Narrated

LanilooksacrosstheroomandseesNokukhanya

withNhlakanipho.Heseesthathisdaughterlooks

upsetbutdoesn’tseeNhlakanipho’sreactionsince

hehashisbackonhim.Hemovestowardsthem

andgetstothemwhenNokukhanyawasleaving.

Lani:Whatthefuckhaveyoudone

HesaysbehindNhlakaniphowhofrozethemoment

heheardhisvoice.
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Khangelani

IseeNhlakaniphothinkstheworldoweshim

something,butforhimtoshoothisbrotherwas

somethingiwasstillinvestigatingbutnowthathe

mademybabycryagaininaperiodofhoursis

pissingmeoff.Ihavenevermadethatgirlcrynot

evenonceandhecomesalongandmakeshercry

somuchinsuchashortperiodoftimemakesme

wanttoriphisheadoff.Itwouldn’tbesuchabad

ideaanywaybecauseLanihasn’tfedinalongtime.



Lani:Iaskedyouaquestionboywhathaveyou

done?

Nhlakanipho:Amsorrysir

Lani:Ididn’taskforanapologyIaskedwhathave

youdone?

Nhlakanipho:Ishotthecommander

Lani:IalreadyknowthatbutwhatIdon’tknowis

whyyoushothim.

Nhlakanipho:Youknow,how?

Lani:Youforgetthathotelbelongstousand

besidesIsawthefootageofyoubreakingintohis

roomandIsawwhenhethrewyououtwithagunin

hand.Nowthequestioniswhydidyoushootyour

commanderandmostofallyourbrother?

Nhlakanipho:Hebetrayedmesir

Lani:Whatdidhedo?

Nhlakanipho:Hisdatingyourdaughterknowing

howIfeelabouther.

NowwhathesaidjustpissedmeofbutIwillplayit



cool.

Lani:Doesmydaughterknowyouhavefeelingsfor

her?

Nhlakanipho:YesItoldher

Lani:Don’ttellmebitsandpiecesofthisthing

Nhlakaniphobecausewhereamstandingyouarea

traitorthatshotthecommander.

Nhlakanipho:Nosiritwasnotlikethatatall.Iwas

justangryatmybrotherforgoingforawomanhe

knowsIlove.YessherejectedmebutIwasworking

onwinningherbackbutheswoopedinandtookher

rightundermynoseandIlostit.

Lani:Letmegetthisstraight,1Portiarejectedyour

advances,2youshotyourbrotherbecauseyoufeel

betrayed3youmademybabycrylastnight4what

didyoudothistimetomakehercry?

Nhlakanipho:ShefindoutthatIshotMnqobi.

Lani:Howdidthatworkoutforyou?

Nhlakanipho:Shegotangryandleft

Lani:Mmm



Nhlakanipho:ButIwillstillwinherback,Iloveyour

daughtersir

Lani:Yaziwenangathibakubethengepenti(you

knowitsliketheybeatyouupwithanpanty)you

justtoldmesherejectedyouandwentforyour

brotheryetinyoursickandtwistedmindyouthink

shewillstillfallforyou?

Nhlakanipho:ButsirIsawherfirst

Lani:Sobecauseofthatshemustdateyou?Are

youevenlisteningtoyourself!AsmuchasIdon’t

liketheideaofmydaughterbeingwithyourbrother

Ihatetheideaofhercryingevenmoreandthese

pastcoupleofhoursshehascriedmorethanshe

everdidandit’sallbecauseofyou.Youaretoxicfor

herNhlakanipho,younotevendatingyetyoumade

hercrymorethanIeverdidmorethanthatstupid

Zwelethueverdidandforwhat?Alovethatisone

sided.BoyIreadyourfileyouandyourbrothers

andbythelooksofthingsandnotesmadebythe

formercommanderMnqobialwayshadyourback.

EvenwhenItestedhimandofferedhimthejobas

commanderbeforeheansweredhelookedatyou



thenafterheagreed.Youknowwhy?Becausehe

thoughthecouldprotectyoubetterinthatposition

whichisthereasonwhyIdecidedtobringyouover

tothecobras.TogiveMnqobitimetobehimself

insteadofbeingyourprotector,that’snothisjobit’s

yourfather’sbutMnqobitookituponhimself.And

wenayouarewillingtolosesuchagoodbrother

andforwhat?Isitevenworthlosingyourbrother

over?

Nhlakanipho:Portiaiswortheverythingsir

Lani:ThenyouaremorestupidthanIthought,yes

mydaughteriswortheverybutnottoyoubutno

meherfather,herfamilyandthemanshechooses

tobewith.Iwillsaythisonceandyoubetterlisten

carefully,stayawayfrommydaughteroryouwill

havemetodealwith.WhatIhavegatheredfrom

youisthatyouareobsessedwithmydaughterand

thatisnotwhatIwantforherbecauseyouwillend

upwantingtocontrolherinsteadoflovingherright.

Andthatisnotwhatanyfatherwouldwantfortheir

children,fixyourselfboy.Amnotdoinganything

aboutthisnowbecauseampartlytoblamefor



havingyouworksocloselywithherbutfromnow

onyoufocusononlyyourjobwiththecobrasand

awayfrommydaughter.Seeashrinkifyouhaveto

justfixyourself.

Nhlakanipho:WhowillprotectherthenifIdon’t?

YousaidityourselfIdoagoodjob.

Lani:Mnqobiismorethancapableofprotectinghis

ownandyourarelivingproofofthat.

Isaidandleavehimthere.TothinkthatIthoughthe

wasbetrayingmebutno!Hisobsessedwithmy

daughter.Whendidthisdamnrelationshipbetween

herandMnqobistartanyway?Mnqobibettergethis

housereadybecauseIknowhismarriedandhe

betternotbestringingmydaughteralong.Whenhe

wakesupthat’sthetalkhimandIneedtohave

becauseIwilldamnedifIletmydaughterbewitha

marriedman.

Nokukhanya



TosayIwasangrywillbeanunderstatement,I

don’teventhinkamangrybutamdisappointedin

Nhlakanipho.Yesweknewthathewon’tlikethe

factthatMnqobiandIaredatingbutforhimtogo

andshoothim,thatIwillneverunderstandwhat

logicleadhimtothat.Amsittingonthevisitor’s

chairnexttoMnqobi’sbed,whenIlefttheopeningI

camestraighthere,Ineededtobeclosetohimafter

learningthetruthIwantedtobeclosetohim.I

placemyhandonhissideandclosedmyeyesI

concentratedandIfelthispainleavinghimbutit

tookalotofenergyoffmetohealhimlikethis.I

thoughtIwillnotusemypowersonhimbecausehe

doesn’tevenknowaboutthembutafterfindingout

whatNhlakaniphodiditmademefeellikehewould

wanttofinishthejobsothatiswhyIwanthim

awakeandoutofhere.WhenIwasdoneIlaidmy

headonhisfeelanddozedoff.Iwaswokenupby

himbrushingmyhairandIliftmyheadandour

eyeslockedandhesmiledatme.

Nokukhanya:Ithoughtyouweredead

Mnqobi:it’snotmytimeyet,besidesIwanttowife



youandhavekidswithyoubeforeIdie.

Iblushedandlookedaway

Mnqobi:Heylookatme

IlookedathimandhehasaseriousfaceoneIhave

neverseen

Mnqobi:IwillmakeyoumywifeNokukhanya,you

aretheonlywomanIseeafuturewithonethatis

worthytohavetheZuluname.Doyouevenknow

thatIwoulddestroytheworldifitcalmedyou?

Nokukhanya:Okaythatwasdeep,whatdoyou

meanyouwoulddestroytheworldifitcalmedme?

Mnqobi:Waitandsee.Iwilldestroyeverythingthat

standsinourway.NgiyakuthandaNkosazane(I

loveyouprincess)andIwilldoeverythinginmy

powertomakesurethatyouareforeverlovedand

protected.

Nokukhanya:OhMnqobiyoucan’tbesayingsuch

thingswhenwejuststarted

Mnqobi:IunderstandIhavebaggagebutallIaskis

foryoutoneverleavemebecauseIdon’tthinkIcan



bareit.

Nokukhanya:Whataboutyourbrother?

Mnqobi:TheonlybrotherIhavenowisNkanyezi,

Nhlakaniphoisdeadtomelikehewantedmedead

andsoIdeclaredhimdeadinmylife.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tlikethatthough,youhave

anotherbrother?

Mnqobi:YesthelastbornNkanyezi

Nokukhanya:Isheashandsomeasyouare?

Mnqobi:Nowyouwantmetocommitmurder

Nkosazane

Nokukhanya:Amjokingmyeyesareononebrother

andthatisyou.

Mnqobi:Amgladtohearthat,comegivemeahug

Ihuggedhimanditfeltsogoodtobeinhisarms.I

don’tlikewhathesaidabouthisbrotherthough,I

didn’tcometodestroytheirrelationshipandIwish

theycanjustfixit.Thepartabouthimdestroying

theworldifitcalmedmeIjustdon’tknowwhathe

means.



Nhlakanipho

HewasonthephonewiththeYakuza’smakinga

dealwiththedevil.

Convo:

Yuinn:Whatareyousayingtomeexactly?

Nhlakanipho:Doyourememberthekidnappingof

yourdaughterthathappenedyearsago?

Yuinn:OfcourseIdo,didyoudoit?

Nhlakanipho:NobutIknowsomeonewhodidand

thatverysamepersonnowhasaweakness.

Yuinn:Igetwhereyouaregoing,gettheweakness

anddestroytheman

Nhlakanipho:ExactlymypointbutIwillswoopin

andsavethedaywhenthetimecomes.



Yuinn:Idon’tcarewhatyoudoIjustwanttoseethe

personresponsibleforthatactonhisknees

beggingforhislife.

Nhlakanipho:Youwillgetwhatyouwantandsowill

i

Yuinn:Setitup.

Hecutthecallandsmiledtohimself,littledidhe

knowthattheheadoftheYakuzahashisownplan

inplace.
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Amonthlater

Nkanyezi

NomalangaandIhavebeengettingcloserand

closer.Amhappytosaywearenowsecretlydating,

Isaysecretlybecausewearebothnotreadytotell

theparentsyet,becausetechnicallysheisstill

Mnqobi’swife.wehavekissedacoupleoftimesno

slotoftimesandtonightwemadearrangementsto

meetinherhouse.It’sintheyardbecauseMnqobi

isthefirstbornsohishouseinbuiltinsidetheyard

andthat’swhereNomalangasleepsandthat’s

whereIwillbetonight.OnothernewsIheadwhat

Nhlakaniphodidtoourbrotheranddisappointment

doesn’tbegintocoverhowIfeelaboutwhathis

done.Whathedidbroketherelationshiphehad

withMnqobiandIdon’tthinkitwillbefixedanytime

soon.Mnqobiishappywithhisladyandisin

Durbaneveryseconddayoftheweek,Imustsay

mybrotheriswhipped.Ilikeseeinghimlikethis



thoughwithapurposeandismorefocusedonthe

futurewhichissomethingMnqobineverreally

caredabout.It’slateintheeveningandweare

abouttoeatdinner.

Mageba:SotellmeNkanyezisinceyouhavebeen

hereforamonthnowwhoistakingcareofyour

business?

Smangele:HaibobabausuyayixoshaYhiniingani

yami(myhusbandareyouchasingmysonaway?)

Mageba:That’snotwhatamsayingmywife

Nkanyeziisabusinessmanandhisbeenherefor

quiteawhileIjustwanttoknowwhat’sgoingon.

Nkanyezi:IhaveanactingCEOinplacefatherandI

doSkypewithmyteamformorningmeetingsandI

alsomeetwithmyclientsonSkypeIdon’treally

havetobethere.Besidesamenjoyingbeinghome

soIwanttostaylongerandmayberelocateor

expandmybusinesstothisside.

Mageba:Yesoilandgasisabigindustryandthere

isamarketforitonthisside.

Smangele:Iwouldlovetohaveyouhomemore,



maybeyourbrotherswillbeencouragedtocome

homemoreaswellwhenyouarehere.

Mageba:NoIlikeMnqobiwhereheis,didyousee

theprofitswehavemadeovertheyears?

Smangele:IhaveseenbutIwanthimtovisitmore

evenNhlakanipho

Mageba:Thatisanotherone,Idon’tknowwhere

thatboy’sheadisthesedays.

Nkanyezi:Hewillcomearound,letmecallitanight

amabittired.

Theyallagreedongoingtotheirseparaterooms.I

wenttomineshoweredthenworemysweatpants,

pushinsandtracktop.Weagreedthatshewill

leavethedooropenformesothatIdon’thaveto

knock.Imademywaythereassoonasthelightsin

myparentsroomgooff.Thedoorwasnotclosed

justlikeweagreedIgotinandshewassittingon

thebedbitinghernails.Ithinkshe’snervousor

something,Ismileatherandshesmilesback.I

walkslowlytowardsherafterlockingthedoor.

Nkanyezi:Langalami(mysunlight)



Sheblushesandlooksdown.

Noma:StopitNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:Sengenzenikemanje(whathaveIdone

now)

Noma:Letsjustgettobed

Nkanyezi:NotbeforeIgetmykiss.

ShecomesclosetomeandIpullherbythewaist

andbringherevenclosertomeandkissher.Each

timemylipsmeethersitfeelslikethefirsttime.I

deepenedthekissand...Removed

Mnqobi

MyrelationshipwithNhlakaniphoisnoneexistent

atthismoment,yesamsadthatthingsturnedout

thiswaybetweenus.HismybrotherandIneedhim

inmylife.YesIunderstandthatIhurthiminthe

worstwaypossiblehisangerisjustified.Butwhat

canonepossiblydointhissituation?Ilovethegirl

andourrelationshiphasbeengoingreallywell.I



evenboughtahouseinMhlangarocksjustsothatI

cancometoDurbananytimeIwantwithout

meetingherinahotelalltimelikeshe’ssomeshe

boodycall.She’smorethanthattomesoabought

ahouse,aminDurbaneveryseconddayofthe

weekanywayandwespendweekendstogether,

muchtoherfather’sdisapprovalbutIlikethefact

thatheputsherhappinessfirst.Andyeshegave

meanhearfullaboutstringinghisdaughteralong

andmakinghersecondbestbutIassuredhimthat

wasnotthecase.Hedidn’tbelievemethoughand

saidhewillkeepandeyeonme.Guesswhat?I

don’tcarebecauseIlovethisgirlandIdon’tplanon

losingher.She’smyforever.Sheopensthedoor

andshecomesoutlookingbreathtaking,Iwas

waitingforhertofinishwearegoingouttoeat.

Mnqobi:Nkosazan’entle(beautifulprincess)you

lookbeautifulmydear

Nokukhanya:OhithankyouMryoudon’tlookbad

yourself.

Mnqobi:Nothadyousay?Ntokazingicelauthathe

iskhathisakhoungibukenjengiyisokaminauzwane



lomfana(girlpleasetakeyourtimeandlookatme,

amamanagoodlookingman)

Nokukhanya:HowcanIdisagreewiththat?

Mnqobi:Ofcourseyoucan’t,comehere...Ipullher

closetomebyherwaistandkissher.Sheputsher

handsonmyneckanddeepenthekiss.

Mnqobi:Ifyoudon’tletmegowewon’tmakeitfor

ourreservation.

Nokukhanya:Idon’twanttogooutanyway,we

havebeeninveryplaceinDurbanthispastmonth

andtonightIjustwanttocuddlewithyoubythe

fireplace.

Mnqobi:Thatsoundslikeagoodplantome.

Wemovetothefireplaceandshesitsonthecouch

whileIputthefireonandtakemyphoneandorder

in.Itakepillowsonthecouchandputtheonthe

comfycarpetandtakeherhandandshejoinsme

onthefloor.

Mnqobi:Youwereright

Nokukhanya:Aboutwhat?



Mnqobi:HavingbeentoeveryplaceinDurban,soI

wantustogosomewheredifferentthisweekend,

youwillmeetmeinJoburgattheairportonFriday

afterwork.

Shesmiles

Nokukhanya:Whereareyoutakingme?

Mnqobi:TheMaldives

Nokukhanya:OhmyI’dlovethat.

Mnqobi:Iwillmakesureyoudoanddon’tpackwe

willshopthereforwhateverweneed.

Shehitsmeonmyshoulderplayfully

Nokukhanya:Youspoilmetoomuch

Mnqobi:IfIdon’tspoilyouthenwhoamsupposed

tospoil?

Nokukhanya:Fairpoint,Ican’twaitforFriday

Mnqobi:Justtwodaysfromnowmylove.

Nokukhanya:Twodays

Mnqobi:Yestwodays



ShesmilesandsnugglescloseandIholdherin

place.Doessheknowthatshe’smyworld,doesshe

evenrealizethepowershehasoverme?Iguesswe

willsee.

Nhlakanipho

Twodays!Arrggg!!

ThatdamnMnqobineedstogoreallyIcan’tbe

watchinghimwithmygirleveryseconddayofthe

week.Thosecamerasintherearenottowatchhim

doallthatshittoherbutformetoenjoyherwhile

she’swalkingaroundinherunderwearwhenhisnot

around.Orwakingupinthemorningwearingher

shortsilkpjs.Arrggg!!Mnqobi!Waitaminutethe

Maldivestripwillworkperfectlyfortheplan.I

smiledasItookmyphonefromthecoffeetableand

madeacall.

Yuinn:Whatdoyouhaveforme?



Nhlakanipho:TheywillbeattheMaldivesthis

weekend

Yuinn:Finallytheplaniscomingtogether

Nhlakanipho:Don’tmessup

Yuinn:Youwouldn’thavecometomeifIwasthe

kindofguythatmessesup.

Hesaysandcutsthecall.Mnqobithinkshisthe

bossbutIwillshowhimthatIdidn’twaitthislong

onlyforhimtoscrewmeover.

Pleasekeepsharing
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Nokukhanya

Ineverthoughtonecouldbethishappyintheirlives,

buthereIamhappy,Ihaveafamilythatlovesme,

mycompanyisdoingwelleventheconsultingside

isdoingwell.Peoplecomeinnumberseverydayto

seekhelp.Ithasgrownsomuchthatsomepeople

willsendmegiftstothankmesinceIdon’ttake

paymentforwhatIdo,somewouldevensend

ChequesanonymouslyandIhavebeendonating

themmostlytocharitybutIknowhowthese

organizationsworksowhatmeandmyfriendsdo

istogoandcheckanoldagehome,ashelteror

orphanage.Seewhattheyneedandbuythose

things.Fromgroceries,bedding,clothes,school

uniform,toiletriesincludingsanitarypadsforyoung

ladieswebuyitandgetitdeliveredthere.Wehave

alsostartedlookingatdisadvantagedhomes

aroundDurbanandwearedoingthesameforthem.

ImustsaySageandBuhlehavebeenagreathelp

throughtheprocessbecauseIcan’tdoitalone

whetherIlikeitornotIneedthehelp.Buhlegota



jobatmydad’sITcompanyasaSoftware

DeveloperandCodesomething,Ireallydon’tknow

whatitisbutit’swhatshestudiedforandsofar

she’shappywithherjob.Mylovelife,whatcanI

saybeingwithMnqobifeelslikeadream,likeam

goingtowakeuponemorningandrealizethatI

havebeendreamingallalongl.YesIhaveseenlove

andpeopleinlovebutIhaveneverseenor

experiencedthekindofloveMnqobihasbeen

givingme.It’sbeenamonthandIhaveno

complaintsabouthim,Iamstillwaitingfortheother

shoetodropbecauselet’sfaceithehismarried

andIcan’treallyclaimhimasmine.Hisgentleyet

tough,hissweetyetstrongandmanly.Hisloving,

caring,thoughtfulandallonecandreamof.Butyet

againMnqobiisnopushover,whenhesaysnohe

meansit,whenhedoesn’tlikesomethinghespeaks

out,whenhelovessomethinghecompliments.

Whatyouseeisnotwhatyougetfromhimbecause

whenYoulookathimyouseeastrongnononsense

kindofmanbutwhenyougettoknowhimyousee

asweetteddybearwithahugeheart.Sagesayshis

onlylikethatwithmebecausetoherandBuhle



Mnqobidoesn’tevenshowteeth.She’s

exaggerating.SpeakingofSageshewalksintomy

officewithtakeawaybagsfromfishaways.

Nokukhanya:Myfriendhowdidyouknowam

famished?

Sage:Ididn’tIjustbroughtfoodsothatIcaneat

whileyoutellmewhyIhardlyseeseethesedays.

Nokukhanya:HawuSageyoucan’tbringfoodat

lunchtimeandexpectnottofindmehungry.Beside

Ihavebeenbusywithmyman.

Isaidandsmiledthinkingabouthim.Weleavingfor

theMaldivesthisafternoonandIcan’twait.

Sage:Nangusathane,uyaqalakaneneukuba

nendodabesengilibele(here’sthedevil,it’syour

firsttimehavingmanIforgot)anywayhowamI

supposedtobringyoufoodwhenyourlunchis

orderedfromJoburganddeliveredinDurban.Yazi

thelevelsokuzomnganiHayiziyangihlulamina

Yhoo(youknowthelevelsthatyouatmyfriend

theyarenotmeantforme)

Nokukhanya:Mxmjustgivemefoodandstopbeing



jealous.

Sage:Takethefoodandweoutgoingtomyhouse

afterworkIwillwaitforyou.It’sbeenawhilesince

wespentaweekendtogetherBuhleisin.

Nokukhanya:SorrymyfriendbutIcan’t

Sage:Pleasedon’ttellmeUndertakeriscomingthis

sideagain!

Nokukhanya:MymanisnotUndertakerSageand

nohisnotcomingammeetinghiminJoburghis

takingmetotheMaldives.

Sage:Yhooo...sheshoutedwithherhandsonher

head.....Nofriendpleasegivemewhatyoubath

withsothatIcanbetakentotheMaldivesaswell

evenifit’sonlyCapeTownakunandaba(itdoesn’t

matter)

Nokukhanya:NomanSagetheysaythisisjustthe

honeymoonstage.

Sage:Okayoutwithit

Nokukhanya:Withwhat?

Sage:IknowyouwhenitcomestothatUndertaker



ofyours,hecouldbetakingyounextdoorandyou

wouldbehappylikeheboughtyoudiamondstuds.

NowhistakingyoutotheMaldivesamtalking

aboutromanticweekendawayandyouarelikethis?

Nokukhanya:AmhappyaboutthetripIreallyam.

Sage:But?

Nokukhanya:Ijustfeellikesomethingbadisgoing

tohappen,youknowthatfeelinglikeyouaregoing

tohearbadnews.Idon’tknowmaan

Sage:Doyoufearforyoursafety?

Nokukhanya:Whatdoyoumean?

Sage:Likehecouldbetakingyouawaytoharmyou

orsomething

Nokukhanya:WhatNo!

Sage:Ihadtoaskphelaundertakeristoogoodto

betruefriend.

Nokukhanya:Sage

Sage:Okaybabewhatamsensingisthatyouare

afraidtogosofarawayfromfamily.Soasyour



friendIsayletmetakeyoutotheairport.

Nokukhanya:OhmyGodthetime

Sage:Let’sgo

Amlateandmyflightleavesinanhour.Idon’teven

knowwhyIrefusedforMnqobitosendtheJet

becauseIwouldn’tberushinglikethis.

Mnqobi

Arrivingattheresortfeltdifferentforme,Ihave

neverbeentosuchaplacejustforfunand

enjoyment.Ihavealwaysgonetosuchplacesonly

toconductbusinessbuttodayamherewiththe

loveofmylifeificansaythat.Aminshorts

showingsomelegs,Idon’tknowthelasttimeIwas

inshorts,Ithinkmaybeitwasbackinhighschool

beforegoingfortrainingandsincethenIhave

neverhadtheneedtowearshortsuntiltoday.My

ladytoldmeIwillnotbewalkingwithheronthe



beachwithpant.SoIgotshortsandhereweare

walkingalongthecoastofthemostbeautifulbeach

inAsia,walkingonawhitesandalongclearwaters

holdinghandswiththemostbeautifulwomanI

haveeverlaidmyeyeson.

Dangerous!

Havingherinmyarmsonitsownisdangerous,

beingwithherisdangeroussheisthedaughterof

theGeneralafterallbutthemostdangerousthing

aboutheristhatshehassomuchpoweroverme

thatIwouldlosecontrolofmyentirebeingshould

somethinghappenedtoher.She’smylife!

Nokukhanya:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Mnqobi:HowmuchIloveyou

Nokukhanya:WellIloveyoujustasmuch

Myheartswellsandwarmthsurroundsitjustby

hearinghersaythosewords.Herconfirmingthat

shefeelsjustthesameaboutme.Doessheknow

thatIwillneverlethergo?Howdoesonelethis

lifelinegoanyway?



Shelaysdownabeachtowelandpullsmetosit

downnexttoher,herbarethighsaretorturetome

butit’snottimeyet.

Nokukhanya:Thisisbeautiful,thankyoufor

bringingmehere.

Mnqobi:Thankyouforbeingherewithme

Nkosazane.

Nokukhanya:Howarethingsbetweenyouand

Nhlakanipho.

WaytospoilmymoodNkosazane

Mnqobi:WellNkosaneentlethingsbetweenmeand

Nhlakaniphoarestillthesame.

Nokukhanya:Howdoyoufeelaboutallthis?Imean

hisyourbrother,youhaveknownhimyourwhole

lifeandyouhaveprotectedhimmanytimesjustlike

abigbrotherdoes.Itmustkillyoutobeinthis

positionwithhim.

Mnqobi:NoNkosazaneitmightkillhimtoeven

thinkofdoingmoreharmthanhisalreadydone.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tunderstand



Mnqobi:Idon’twanttosaythisbutifNhlakanipho

decidesthatputting3bulletsinmybodywasnot

enoughtosoothehisheartthenhemightbetheone

todieintheprocess.

Nokukhanya:Idon’twantthatMnqobiIwouldfeel

terribleifyoukilledyourbrother.Ialreadyfeel

horribleforcomingbetweenyou.

Mnqobi:WellNkosazaneletshopemybrotheris

smartenoughtostayawayfromus.

Icanseeitinherfaceandhereyesthatshe’s

doesn’tlikewhatamsaying.WellNkosazaneyou

willhavetoconsoleyourlittleheartfornobloodor

watershallseparateus.Weareareonenowand

oneweshallremain.Hewhowishestoseparateus

mustbepreparedtomeethismakerforIvowtokill

evenanantthatcomesbetweenus.

Pleasedoshareandhelpmegrowthisfamily.
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Mnqobi

MybabywasstillsleepwhileIstoodonthebalcony

withmyphoneinhandorganizingtheeventsofthe

day.IhavequitealotplannedforusbutIwillhave

todisappearandgointotownwhileshegoesfor

hermassageafterbreakfast.Iplanonustakinga

helicopterandgoaroundseeingtheplace.Then

fromtheretakehertodinnerandthentomorrow

beforeweleaveItakehershopping.Ihavealready

dividedmymensothattheycanprotectherwhileI

organizeeverything.Igotdonewithmyphonecall

andgotbackintotheroomandshewasjustwaking

up.Idon’tthinkIcaneversleepwithoutherinmy

armsagain,Iwalkuptoherandkissherforehead.



Mnqobi:Morningbeautiful

Nokukhanya:Morningbaby

Mnqobi:ComeIranyouabaththenwehave

breakfast.

Nokukhanya:Howdidyousleep?

Mnqobi:Wellmylovebecauseyouwereinmyarms

butaskingmethatwon’tearnyouafewmore

minutesofsleep.

Nokukhanya:Why?

Mnqobi:Becausewehavealottodotodaynow

come.

SheturnedandlookedtheotherwayandIsigh.I

walkaroundthebedandpickedherupandwalkto

thebathroomwithherthenplacedherintothebath.

Nokukhanya:Babyamstillinmypjs

Mnqobi:Iwillgetyounewonesbesidesit’syour

faultthatIputyouinthebathwiththem.

Nokukhanya:Ijustwantedtosleepafewminutes

Mnqobi:AndItoldyouwedon’thaveafewminutes



mylovenowpleasebath.

Ileaveherthereandgoopenforhousekeeping

whoMadewaitinthehallway.Theycameinand

madethebedandcleanedtheroom.Thenwhen

theyleftroomservicecamewithourbreakfastand

inaskedthemtosetitupinthebalcony.Shecame

outwithonlyatowelandItookarobeandwalked

uptoherandcoveredherthentookherhandand

walkedhertothebalconywherebreakfastisset.

Nokukhanya:Wow

Mnqobi:Youlike?

Nokukhanya:Definitely

Mnqobi:Iloveyou

Nokukhanya:AndIyou

Weatewhilelaughingandtalkingabouteverything

andanythingthatcametomind.Aknockcameand

oneofmymenpokedhisheadin.

Man:It’stimesir

Mnqobi:Thankyou



Nokukhanya:Whatwasthat?

Mnqobi:WellmyloveIhavebookedyouaspar

treatment,Idon’tknowwhat’swhatbutIgota

wholelotofcombinationsthattheysaidwillbe

goodforyou.

Nokukhanya:AmsureIwillloveitthankyoubaby.

She’skissesmeandideepenthekissnotreadyto

partwithherlipsyet.Idevourthemmorethencame

upforairandlookedatmybeautifulprincess.

Mnqobi:Youcompleteme

Nokukhanya:Ohmybaby

Shepullsmycheekandichuckle.Onlyyougetto

dothatmyprincessonlyyou.

Nokukhanya:Whatwillyoubedoingwhileamatthe

spar?

Mnqobi:Thisandthatnothingmuch

Nokukhanya:Okay

Wefinishedbreakfastandthensheleavestheroom

withmymenandIgetdressedquicklyandtake



somemenwithandmademywaytotown.Am

excitedaboutdoingthesethingswithher.

Narrated

HeYakuzamenwerescatteredallovertheresort,

somewereamongthecleaningstaff,somethe

chefsjustineveryjobtheywerethere.Thisplan

wastomakesurethattheirplanworkswellwithout

andglitches.WhenMnqobileftafewofthemen

sawthathewasleavingNokukhanyabehindand

theymadeacalltoYuinnandreportedthesituation.

YuinndecidedthatsinceMnqobiiswithsomemen

andisoutthereitwillbedifficulttogethimsohe

toldhismentotakethegirlsincetherearemanyof

themintheresortandcantakeoutthementhatare

guardingher.TheYakuzamencommunicatedwith

eachother,whiletheothersgotreadytotakeout

themenguardingNokukhanya,otherswere

preparingfordeparture.Nokukhanyawasenjoying

hermassagewithhereyesclosedanddriftingoffto



sleepsinceMnqobiwokeherupwhileshestill

wantedtosleep.TheYakuzamentooktheroofto

makeiteasytotakeoutMnqobi’smen.Themen

weresurroundingtheroomwhereNokukhanyawas

andinmotionjustastheyweretaught,theystand

againstthewallsandbeonthelookoutforanything.

TheYakuzamencommunicatedandtheoneson

therooftookoutthemenatthesametimeby

slicingtheirthroats.Theyallfellontheground

whileothersmadetheirwaytothedoor,they

openedandtheonesontheinsidewereready.

Nokukhanyawasoblivioustowhatwasgoingon

aroundher,oneofthemenwalkuptoherandtap

heronhershoulderandsheliftedherheadupand

satupstraightandtookintheroom.Yakuzamen

filledtheroomcarryingpanga’s,merchantsand

guns.

Man:Timetogosweetheartanddon’teventhinkof

protesting

Nokukhanyastoodupfromthebedshedidn’t

protestbecausesheknewthereweremenjust

outsidetheroom.Shewentfortherobeandputit



onandtheypointedhertothedoor.Shewalked

slowlytowardsituntiloneofthemengrabbedher

armanddraggedhertothedoorgoingout.When

theysteppedoutthat’swhenshesawthebeheaded

guardsonthefloorwiththeirheadsrightnextto

them.Sheshookwithterrorbutdidn’tgettimeto

reacttoanythingoreventakeinthesituationas

shewastossedfromoneguytothenext.Shedidn’t

understandwhatwasgoingonandwhywasshe

beingtossedaroundbutinnotimeshewasinthe

speedboatmovingfastinthewater.Beforeshe

couldcomprehendwhatisgoingonshefeltasting

atthebackoftheneckandputherhandtherethen

turnedtoseewhoinjectedher.

Man:Sleepnowandhavebeautifuldreams

becausethenexttimeyousleepyouwillwakeup

withthedead.

Shecouldhearthemanbutfromafarashervision

gotblurryandhereyesgotheavy.Theycatchher

beforeshefallsandlayherontheboat.Itlooked

liketherewasaspeedboatcompetitiontothose

whowerelookingatthisbeautifulbeachthisdayas



theYakuzamenfilleditwithboatsfleeingfromthe

country.Theygottothebigshipthatwasinthe

middleoftheoceanandothermentherehelped

withgettingNokukhanyainwhilethehelicopterthat

wastheresoundedabovethem.Theyworkedfast

andtookhertothehelicopterandittookoffwith

herandsomeothermenwhiletherestremainedon

theship.

ThemenmadeacalltoYuinnandtoldhimthatthey

havethepackageandwillbearrivinginChinathe

nextdaywithit.Yuinnsmileduponhearingthe

newsandtookoneoftheirfamousteasandpoura

cutforhimselfandwalkedoutsidegazingatthe

horizon.Hisplanwasinmotionanditwastimehe

gottherespectbackandbringingdowntheforce

willdomorethanjustgainhimbacktherespect

thattheotherorganizationsliketheFrench

CarsicansandtheRussianBratvaovershadowed.

Thosetwobigorganizationshavesomehow

managedtoputashadowontheYakuzaeven

thoughtheywerestillbigandrespectedbutthe



growingofCorsicansandBratvathathasspread

throughouttheglobehassomewhatovershadowed

theYakuza.SogettingtheForceandbringingit

downwillbringbacktherespecttheYakuza’s

alwaysgot.

Pleaseshare
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Mnqobi

Everythingwassetandallthat’sleftistogoback

andgetmybaby.She’sgoingtoloveeverything

thatIhaveplannedforus,Igotabunchofyellow

rosesandmyteamandIheadbacktotheresort.I



havethemostannoyingsmileonmyfacethatmy

menarenotusedto.Theyevenaskedmethis

morningifNokukhanyawastheone,Iaskedthem

whywouldtheyaskedmethatandtheysaidthey

haveneverseenmethishappylikeever.AllIcould

saywasthatbeforemylifewasallworkand

businessdecisionstomake.Nowomanmatteredto

meeventhoughIhadhookupshereandtherebut

theywereallformetoreleaseandthat’sit.But

NokukhanyawellIdon’tknowmyselfwhatis

differentabouther,allIknowisthatshehasmy

heartandsoul.Whenweapproachthegateofthe

resorttheplaceisswampedwithpolice,

ambulancesandmortuaryvehicles.Myheartstarts

beatingfastthinkingaboutNokukhanyabutthen

againIconsolemyselfbytellingmyselfthatmy

menarewithher.She’sprotected,nothing

happenedtoher,wearestoppedbythepolicethey

searchthevehicleandletusinafterconfirmingthat

weareindeedguestsattheresort.Amnotatease,

amanxiousandworriedaboutwhatisgoingon.

ThemomentwestoppedIrantoourchaletbut

whatmakesmemoreanxiousisthefactthatIdon’t



seemymenaround.Igettotheroomanditisas

weleftitinthemorning.Igetoutandrantothe

massageroombutamstoppedbytheofficials.

Aroundtheroomdeadbodiesarecoveredand

beingtakenaway.Myheartsinkstothebottomof

mystomach.

Mnqobi:Pleaseletmein,mygirlfriendwashere.

Man:Wecan’tsirthisisacrimescenenow.

Mnqobi:ListentomenowIneedtogetinthereand

Ineedtoexaminethebodiestoseeifit’snotanyof

mypeople.

Man:SirIdon’tknowwhoyouarebutIcan’tletyou

in.

Igotangryandcalledmymentostopthepeople

fromtakingthebodies,nobodywillleavethisplace

untilamsureit’snotmywomaninoneofthose

bags.Mymentakeouttheirgunsandaimatthe

officialswhofreezeinplaceholdingthebodies,the

policearealsoaimingatmymenbutamnot

worriedbecausetheycantakethemall.Itakeout

myphoneandmadeacalltothepolicegeneral.I



tellhimwhat’sgoingonandasktotaketheleadin

theinvestigation,heasksmetogivethephoneto

thepersonincharge.

Mnqobi:Whothefuckisinchargehere?

Thesamemanwhowaspreventingmetogo

thoughcomesforward.Igivehimthephoneand

leavehimtheregoingtothebodies.Ilookatthe

firstoneandIseeoneofmymenbeheaded,my

heartsinksevendeeperandmyinsidesaregoing

cold.IgotothenextbodythenthenextuntilIgetto

thelastone.It’sallmymenandnosignof

Nokukhanya.MyinsidesgocompletelycoldandI

feelemptyinaninstant.

Mnqobi:Wastherenootherbodytakenfromhere?

Man:Nosir

Fuckenpieceofshit!Nowhecallsmesiryetnot

longagoherefusedformytoevenpassthrough

here.Amangrynoamnotamenragedandthereis

nothingthatwillstopmebutNokukhanya.

Mnqobi:Putthebodiesexactlyhowyoufoundthem

andmakeitquickwelosingtime!



Theymovefastplacingthebodiesastheywere

withtheirheadsbesidethem.OncetheyaredoneI

moveforwardandinspectthescen,theFrench

Corsican’sstyleisskinningthefacesofthevictims,

itdoesn’tmatterhowmanytheykillbutonebody

willbenicelycleanedandthefacepeeledoff.So

thisisnotthemandit’sdefinitelynottheRussian

Bratvabecausetheircutsaredistinctandspecial

foralltheirmembers,theoldBratva’ssignaturekill

isonebulletbetweentheeyessothisisnotthem.I

gotooneoftheheadsandlookedatthecutandit

clicked.BloodyYuinn!!!

Mnqobi:Packthefuckupwegoinghome.

Man:Butsiryoucan’tleaveuntilthisissolved

Mnqobi:Thenfuckensolveit!!Butamleaving.

MymenscattertopreparefordeparturewhileIcall

thepilottoinformhimofoursuddendeparture.My

mengetdoneandtellmeit’stime.Igetintothecar

andoffwegototheairport.Allthewayamquiet

thinkingaboutmywoman...whereareyoumylove,

areyousafe,havetheyhurtyou?Ihopetheydon’t



hurtyou,Ihopetheydon’ttouchIsinglehairon

yourheadbecauseIsweartheywillalldie!...weget

totheairportandgettothejetandsoonweinthe

airgoinghome.Itakemylaptopandcontactour

guysinJapanandChina.Itellthemtoputmy

babiesinthemostimportantpartsofthecountries

thenwaitformycallforfurtherinstructions.Into

timeweareinJoburgandamonthephonebarking

ordersateveryone.

Mnqobi:Steponit!!

Man:Amtryingsirbuttraffic

Mnqobi:Idon’tgiveafuckaboutJoburgtrafficright

now!DrivelikeataxidriverifyouhavetobutIneed

tobeatHQinthenext10minutes!!

Hedoesn’tanswerashesteppedonitbreakinga

numberoftrafficlawsbutIdon’tcaremybabyhas

beenkidnapped.Innotimewearethebasements

ofHQ’sparkingandItakemyspecialliftandhead

totheoffice.ImakeacalltotheGeneralasIwalk

intotheoffice,heanswersinthesecondring.



Convo

Lani:Commander

Mnqobi:General,Ihavebadnews.

Lani:Yes

Mnqobi:Nokukhanyawastaken

Lani:Ohtheytookher?

Mnqobi:Whatdoyoumeanbythatsir?

Lani:Iknewtheywereplanningsomethingagainst

youbutwedidn’tknowitwillbethissoonorthat

theywilltakeher.Wewerestillinvestigating.

Mnqobi:AmgoingtofindhersirIpromise

Lani:OfcourseyouwillorIwillkillyoumyselfifyou

don’t

Mnqobi:Iwill,permissiontouseeverythingatmy

disposal

Lani:Thatisyourequipmentcommanderuse

whateveryouneedandyoudon’thavetoask.Bring

memydaughter!



Mnqobi:Yessir,butIwillaskthatthecobras

investigateifthereissomeoneelseontheinside

helpingthem.

Lani:Ofcoursethereissomeoneontheinside

helpingthem,wearenotpenetrablefromthe

outsidecommanderonlyinsidehelpcangetthe

peoplefromtheinsidein.

Mnqobi:Iwanthimfound!

Lani:Amonit

Mnqobi:Pleasedon’tkillhimuntilIgetmyhandson

him.

Lani:BringmeYuinnandwecanexchange.

HecutsthecallandImovetothewarroomand

switchonthescreen.Placeswheremybabiesare

placedaredisplayedonthescreen.Imakeacallto

myoldteamwhichTatendaisheadingnowsinceI

moved,Iaskthemtomeetmeinthewarroom

sincetheyaretheonlyonesIcantrustnow.Yes

nowbecauseIcan’ttrulytrustanyonenow,

someoneisouttogetmeanditcouldbeanyone.

Theygetinandtakepositionslookingatthescreen.



Tatenda:WearebombingChina?Usingyourbabies?

Mnqobi:Wearebombingeveryfuckencountryuntil

mybabycomesbacktome.AndIcangetmore

nuclearweaponsinnotime.

Mike:Someonemusthavereallypissedyouofffor

youtouseyourbabies.

IgivethemapictureofNokukhanyaandtheyall

lookatit.

Tatenda:Shit!ThisthemostbeautifulwomanIhave

everseen.

Igivehimtheeyeandheputshishandsup

surrendering.

Mnqobi:ThatisNokukhanyaandshewastakenby

theYakuzaafewhoursago,nowknowingYuinn

andhisbrothertheywilleithertakehertoYuinn

himselfinChinaortheywilltakehertoChanin

Japan.

Tatenda:What’stheplan?

Mnqobi:Nowweknowtheytookheracoupleof

hoursagowhichmeanstheywillmakeitthatside



intheearlyhoursofthemorning.Afterthelastfight

ofthemorninglandsineachofthesecountriesI

wantthemonlockdown.

Mike:What?

Mnqobi:Youheardme!Iwanteachroad,port,

airportandevenundergroundtunnelsthatrats

travelinlockdowninthosecountries.Nothingmust

comeinoutofthereuntilSheisfound!Tatenda

headtoJapanyouwillbeworkingwithourteam

there.MikeyouareheadingtoNorthKoreaateam

willbewaiting.LwaziyougoingtoTaiwanateam

willbewaitingforyouthere.

Them:Yessir.

Tatenda:WhosegoingtoChina?

Mnqobi:Iam!NowIdon’twanteitherChanorYuinn

escapingtothosecountriesandiftheymanageto

dosoevenafterwelockChinaandJapangetthem

inthosecountriesandmakesuretheydon’tescape.

Reenforcement!

Them:Yessir!!



Mnqobi:Areweclear!!

Them:Yessir!!

Naveed:Whyarewegoingtowarforawoman?

Mnqobi:Countrieshavegonetowarforevenless

andifyoumustknowyouaregoingtowarfora

womanbecauseIsaidso!

Naveed:Butisitgoodforustodoso?

Hispissingmeoff!!!Itakemyknifeandslicehis

throatandheholdsitwhilegoingdownonhis

kneesbloodoozingfromhisneckandhandashis

holdingit.Themomenthedropstothegroundand

turnandlookattheteamandtheyareterrified.

TheyshouldbebecauseIwillkilleveryoneifit

meansgettingwhatIwant.

Mnqobi:AnyonewithopinionslikeNaveed?

Silence!Nowthat’smorelikeit!

Mnqobi:Getthecleanupcrewherenowandforthe

recordIwasneverthecommanderbyaccidentmy

workgotmehereandifyouwanttoquestionme

becauseyouthinkyouknowmeorbecausewe



worktogetheroncewethinkagain!!Theguyyou

workedwithdiedyearsagoandstandinginfrontof

youisyourcommanderMeN!!!Areweclear!!

Them:Siryessir!!!

Mnqobi:Goodnowleaveandrememberyoumakea

mistakemakesureyoudon’tcomebackalive

becauseIwillbetheonetokillyou.

Theyallrushtothedoorleavingmetogetmytoys

andheadtothedoor.HoldonNkosazaneam

comingforyou.

Lani

Someoneismessingwithme,someoneismessing

withmebigtimeandIdon’tlikeit.Theytookmy

babyandIhavenochoicebuttobecalminthis

situation,herlifeisindangerandknowingthe

scumbagswedealingwith,Ihavetokeepalevel

head,mistakescanbemadeanditcancostmemy



daughter.AsmuchasIwanttobeouttherelooking

forher,Ihavetothinkandberational.Mnqobiis

morethancapableofbeingouttherebutIhaveto

beinheremakingsurewhoeversoldhimout

doesn’tgivemoreinformationtotheYakuza

becauseifthathappenstheywillbeonestepahead

ofMnqobialways.Idon’tcarewhathewilldoor

howhewilldoit,Ijustwantmydaughterbackbut

whilehisoutthereIneedtofeed.Icalledan

emergencymeetingwitheverymemberofthem

cobrasatthewarehouse.WhenIsayeverymember

Imeanthesnitchesonthestreet,theguysonthe

police,thecleanupcrewevenanantthathascome

acrossthecobrasisatthewarehousenowwaiting

forme.Laniwantstocomeoutandamtryingtoget

himincheckbecauseamstillathomeandIdon’t

wanttolashoutonmywifebecauseImightendup

killingherrightinfrontofourson.WhenIseethat

timeismovingandthebeastisnotgoingawayI

jumpoutthewindowandtakethewoodsbehindthe

housethenletLaniloose.Hetakesoffrunningbut

hisabitslowbecausehehasn’tfedinsolong,Itry

totakeoverbutthereisnowaybecauseamtoo



angryandLaniwon’tletme.Igettothebackofthe

warehouseandthegateopens,IknowButtonshas

ahandinitandthat’swhyIkeephimaround,his

alwaysefficientwithhiswork.Igothroughthegate

andheadtothedoorIfinditopenandgetin.There

ischatteraroundbutthemomenttheyseeLanithe

roomgoesdeadsilent.Noonelooksuptohimas

hepasseseveryone,movingalongwithhisfangs

outandlongsharpnails.Hemovesalongandthey

makeway.SomeareshakingasLanipassedalong,

yeahhehasthateffectonpeopleandrightnowI

can’tevenkeephimatbysoGorawillhavetobe

mymouthandspeakforme.Lanistandsnextto

Grinder/Nyeziinfrontandthefoolcan’thelp

himselfashepatsLaniatbackandthenstandstall.

Gora:Cobras!Todayisaspecialday,someonehere

hasbeenverynaughtyandLanidoesn’tlike

naughty.Oneofyouisresponsibleforbringing

outsidersintoourmistandnowtheyhavetaken

oneofourown.

GorapausesandlooksaroundwhileLanilooksat

everyoneintheeyesearching.Peopleraisetheir



headstolookateachotheramassumingtocheck

whohasbeentaken.

Gora:YouknowyourselfsoIsuggestyouspeakup

nowbeforeLanidoesdamage.

AgaintheylookateachotherandLanigetsfedup

ashejumpstotheguynexttoNhlakaniphoand

comesbackwithhisthroat.Hetossesittothe

groundandwhentheguyhitsthefloorhisontopof

hissuckingeverydropofhiswarmbloodandwhen

itstartstoletgotcoldhedropshimand

dismembershimjointbyjoint.Theplaceisfullof

bloodandsomesplutteringonthepeoplestanding

closebutnoneofthemmove.TheyknowwhenLani

islikethisandyoumoveyoudead.

Grinder:Ninanizenzelaumathandalananicabanga

ukuthikukininizonyasaan!!!YidlaLaniungshiyele

boy.SakhiphauSizwemanjekuvel’omunyeHayi

hakunyiweonce!!(youaredoingwhatyoulikehere

thinkingthisisyourhome!Youwillshitboys!!!We

tookoutSizweandanotheronesurfaces!No!)

Buttons:NoonewillleavehereuntilIscanallyour



gadgets,therearepeopleinyourhousesandevery

corneryouthinkyouownnowlookingforanything

suspiciousandmostimportantlygettingyour

gadgetsbecauseonewayortheothertheperson

usedanelectrictocommunicatewiththeoutsiders

andnooneisleavinguntilwefindoutwho!

Grindertakesoffhishatandtakesouthisphone

andplacesitinthere. Grinder:Nazoke

fak’eyakhonawe...therewego!Putinyoursaswell.

Theygoingaroundputtingintheirphoneintothe

hat.ThecleanupcrewiscleaningthemessLani

made.

It’sgoingtobealongnight...

Pleasedoshare
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Mnqobi

WhenIgottoBeijingChana,Ibookedmyselfinto

rundownhotelthatwasinthemiddleofthiscity.I

chosethishotelfortworeasons,1itisinthecenter

andwillgivemeagreatviewofthedamageam

abouttoinflictinYuinn’shometownand2itisin

thecenterofeverythingmeaningthatIgettosee

theenemyfromamileaway.Isetupmylaptopon

thesmalltableandcheckonthetrackersofmy

babiesandtheyareallinplace.Nowit’stimeto

takeaction.ItakeoneofthephonesIgotandmade

acalltotheYakuzahotel,it’sbighere,aperson

answers.

Convo

Voice:Hello



Mnqobi:IwanttospeaktoYuinn

Voice:Don’tknowthatperson

Mnqobi:TellhimtheForcewanttotalk

Therewasabitofshiftinggoingonbeforeshe

spokeagain.

Voice:Callthisnumber346...

Icutthecallandmadethecalltothenumberand

thesonofbitch’svoicecameonline.

Convo

Yuinn:Ya

Mnqobi:Youhavewhat’smine

Yuinn:Andyouarewhat’smine

Mnqobi:BringbackwhatbelongstomeYuinnand

yourtownwillbesafe

Yuinn:Youthinkthreateningmeinmyowntown

willdoyougood?

Mnqobi:Iwilltakemychancesyouneverknow



Yuinn:Letsseeyoutrybutwhenyoufailcallme

Mnqobi:Youmightbetheonetocallme

Yuinn:Idoubtitbutkeepthehopeit’sgoodforyou

HecutsthecallandIsmile.Sohewantstoplay,

thenlet’splaydearYuinnidohopeyoulikewhatI

haveinstoreforyou.Imadeanothercalltomy

guysandtheyanswered.

Convo

Voice:Boss

Mnqobi:LetspayourrespectstotheGreatWallof

China

Ithencutthecall,switchonthenewsandstarted

countinginmyhead5,4,3,2,1...aloudrumble

soundedandchaoseruptedandIsmiledtomyself

goingtothebalconytolookatthecity.Ambulances,

firefightersandpolicevehiclesrushedthrough

bothsidesofthestreetracingtothescene.Black

smokecoveredtheairwherethebombingtook



placeandIstoodtherelookingatmyhandywork.

Yuinnwillhavenohomeifhedoesn’treturnmy

womantomesoon.Igotbackintotheroomand

lookedattheTvnewswerealreadycoveringit,each

newschannelswastalkingaboutthebombingof

theGreatWallofChina.Theywerespeculating

sayingthatit’sterroristsattackbutIdon’tcare

reallywhattheythoughtthepersonwhoIwantto

getthemessagetoisgettingitrightnow.

Nokukhanya

Idon’tknowwhenIarriveherebecauseIbelieveI

havebeendruggedup.Iwasscaredatfirstthinking

thatamgoingtobekilledbutafterreadingthe

peoplethatIhavecomeincontactwithmyfear

seized.Thesepeoplearescared,terrifiedinfact,

theyarescaredofthiswarthattheirleaderinitiated

amnotsurewhatwaritisbuttheyarescaredthatit

mightbetheendofthem.Theyarescaredfortheir

livesandtheirfamiliesbuttheyputonabraveface



anddowhattheyaretold.Theoneabelieveisa

leaderwasinacallwithsomeonenotsolongago

whenhewasdonehecametomeandpickedme

upthat’swhenIwasabletoreadhim.Alot

happenedinhislife,hisspenthischildhoodtrying

topleasehisfatheracruelmanthatwasnotplease

byanythinghedid.Hisfatherdiedandhisstill

tryingtofillhisshoes,hishandsarefullofbloodhis

ruthlessandhisheartisdarkbutbeyondallthathis

justalittleboyseekinghisfathersapproval.Hetoo

isscaredofwhatthiswarheinitiatedwillbringbut

hisamanwhodemandsrespectsohisgoing

throughwithit.Heliftedmeupandputmeonthe

couchandsadnexttome.Myhandsandfeetatied

butthatnotaproblemaslongasamaliveandhis

notthinkingofkillingme.Hepourshimselfteain

oneoftheirsmallcupsandsitsback.

Him:Youknowsomeonedesperatelywantyou

back.

IkeptquietbecauseIdidn’tknowwhattosayto

him.

Him:Idon’twantyouhereeitherIwanthim



IwonderwhoistheunluckyhimhewantsbecauseI

fearhisdeath.Hesipshisteaandcontinues

Him:HethinksIwilljustletyougowithouthim

givinghimselfup?

Heshakeshisheadandsmilesthensipshistea

Him:Hisplayinginmybackyardandthinkshecan

getaway.

Hetakesanothersipandturnsmyway.

Him:Hemustbesuicidaldon’tyouthink?

Ifindthecouragetospeakandmymouthdoesn’t

askwhatIwanttoinsteaditgoesanddoesthe

worse

Nokukhanya:Hewasnevergoingtoapproveof

anythingyoudo

Helookedatmelikeamcrazy.YesIthinkamcrazy!!

That’snotwhatIwantedtosayIwantedtoaskwho

isthe“him”thathewantedbutmydamnmouth.

Him:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nowit’syourtimetoredeemyourselfmouthask



aboutwhohistalkingaboutwhileheseemstobein

agoodmood.Iclearmythroatandopenmymouth

Nokukhanya:Themanyouspentyourwholelife

tryingtoplease,hewasnevergoingtobepleased

byanythingyoudidbecause...beforeIcouldfinishI

wassavedbyoneofthemanwhocameinrunning,

Iwassweatingnotunderstandingwhatisgoingon.

NothinglikethiseverhappenedtomeandnowI’m

thissituationmymouthdecideit’sthebesttimeto

takeover?Shit!Itwillgetuskilled!!SeriouslyIdon’t

thinkitbelongstomeorattachedtomeormaybe

thedrugstheygavememademethisway.Lord

whateveritismakeitstop!!Themanthatcamein

spokeinChineseandtheleaderswitchonthetv,I

turnmyattentiontoitaswellbutIdon’thearathing

becauseit’sinChinese.ButIdoseeonthenews

theGreatWallofChinaitlookslikeitcollapsedor

wasitbombedIdon’tknow.Themangetsupand

startsspeakingfastinhislanguageandhelooks

pissed.Hepacesupanddownthenturntolookmy

way.

Him:ItseemsIhaveunderestimatedmyopponent



becausenowhewentandblowuptheGreatWallof

China!!!

Hegoesbacktopacingandamleftthinkingwho

couldthisbe?Coulditbeyoudaddy?Orisyoumy

love?

Nhlakanipho

WhileButtonswasbusywithourphonesIwas

relievedbecausetheywon’tfindanythingonmine.I

havebeeninthisindustryforsolongIknowhowto

covermytracks,eachphoneiusedIburntinmy

fireplaceaftersothereisnotevidenceleadingto

me.TheGeneralhascomedownalittleandeven

turnedtohishumanselfbuthealmostgotmethere

foramoment.WhenhecamemywayIwassurehe

wascomingtome,Ihaveneverbeenthatterrified

inmylife.Thisthingwasnotsupposedtobethe

Forcesthingbutnoweveryoneisinvolved.Iknow

YuinntookPortiaandIknowMnqobiisoutthere

lookingforher.YuinnwillgetMnqobiandIwillgo



inandsavePortia.Butifhisfatherkeepsdigging

especiallyifheinvolvesthatCapeTownteam

snakesheadsthenamdonefor.Iliterallysawmy

lifeflashingbeforemewhenhecameandatthat

momentIregretteddoingthis.Rightnowweneed

tofindPortiasothatIcanletthisgo,Idon’tsee

myselfdyinginthehandsofananimalorshallIsay

intheclawsandfangsoftheanimalherfatheris.

Wearesittingwatchingtvwhenthenewscameon,

theGreatWallofChinahasbeenbombed.

Lani:Nowthat’swhatamtalkingabout

Gora:Whatthefuck!

Grinder:Whoishavingallthefunoutthere?

Lani:Thecommander

Us:What?

Shit!Shit!Shit!FuckMnqobi!Ohhellno!Fuck!

MnqobijustputafuckingholeinChina!Whatthe

fuck?Amcursingandshoutinginmymindam

goingcrazy.Wherethefuckdidhegetbombsfrom?

OkayIknowwherebutonesthatcouldbringdown

themosttreasuredhistoricalsitesinChina?Ididn’t



knowwehadthatandIdefinitelydidn’tfucking

knowmybrotheristhatcrazy!!!FuckwhathaveI

done!HelltheGeneralandMnqobinowarenotthe

onlyonesaftermyheadYuinnwillbeaftermyhead

tooafterthis.FuckMnqobiputafuckingholein

ChinaohLordfuckamgoingcrazyIneedair.I

stoodupandwenttothedoor.

Lani:Whereareyougoing?

Nhlakanipho:Ineedsomeair

Lani:Can’tbelieveyoubrotherdidthatcanyou?

Nhlakanipho:Somethinglikethat

Lani:Thengetasmuchairasyouneedbecause

thisisjustthebeginning.

Igotoutandstoodthere,whatthefuckdoeshe

meanthisisthebeginning?Whatcouldbegreater

thanbombingandputtingafuckingholeInChina?

FuckyouMnqobi!Nowyoudiggingmygraveeven

deeper!!Shit!!

Gora:Youalrightboy?

HesaysfrombehindmeandIwishIcouldsayno



Nhlakanipho:Amgood

Gora:Greatnowcomeenjoythepartyaswewatch

ourcommanderinaction.

Helaughedandleftmetherecursingatmy

stupidity.
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Yuinn

Ihavebeentomanywars,someIinitiatedand

somejustcometomydoorstepwithoutinviting

them.Youseewhenfightingorganizationslikethe



FrenchCorsicanortheRussianBratvaeventhe

Nigerianrebel.Withallofthemyouknowwhatto

expectbecauseweplaythesamegame,killthe

familyandgetthemanortaketheweaknessand

themansurrenderssimple.Nowwhatdoesonedo

whenonegoesonalimbandtakeonanopponent

theyhadneverseenfightbefore?AmIscared?Yes!

Terrifiedinfact,Imeanwhowouldn’tbe?Theman

justtookoutthetreasureofmyhometown

somethingnoneoftheorganizationsIspokeabout

woulddo.ImeanofwhatuseistheGreatWallto

meiftheybombit?Tothemit’snothingbuttothe

peopleofChinaincludingmyselfit’severything.Our

ancestorsbuiltthatwall,thatwallwasbuiltto

protectChinafromenemiesbuttodayitfalls

becauseoftheenemiesImade.Iturnandlookat

thewomanItookandwonderedwhatissospecial

herthatthehistoryofChinawillseizetoexist

becauseofher.Whatisitaboutherthatthisperson

woulddeprivethefuturegenerationsofChinesethe

pleasureofknowingsuchhistory.WeChinesepride

ourselvesofourheritageandhistorybutIwentand

destroyeditbecauseofmyselfishreasons.NowI



knowwhymyfatherwasneverpleasedwith

anythingIdo,it’sbecauseeverythingItouchIruin

somehow.Butitwon’tendthisway,Iwillhaveto

calculatemymoveperfectlybeforeIact,firstIneed

tofindoutifhishereandifheiswhereishehiding?

Ilookatthewomanagain,she’sbeautifulnodoubt,

wait!Shesaidsomethingtome!Igotoherandsit

infrontofher.

Yuinn:Yousaidsomethingtome

Woman:Idid

Yuinn:Youspokeofmyfather

Woman:Themanyouthoughtwasyourfather

Yuinn:Yesnowwhatdidyoumeanwhenyousaid

hewasnevergoingtoapproveofanythingIdid?

Shejustlooksatme,Ilookedathertoobutthenit

hitme!ShesaidthemanIthoughtwasmyfather

Yuinn:IfyousaythemanIthoughtwasmyfather,

thatmeanshewasnotmyfather

Woman:Indeed

Ifhewasnotthenitwillmakealotofsense,the



manneverreallyshowedmefatherlylove.Waitwhy

amIevenlisteningtoher?

Yuinn:WhyshouldIlistentoyou?

Sheseemsconflictedlikeshedoesn’twanttosay

whatshe’ssayingbutsomehowcan’tstopherself.

IssheanOracle?

Woman:Doyourememberthemanyougrewup

knowingasyouruncleWang?Thatmanwasnot

yourunclebutyourfather.Yourmotherhadan

affairwithhimandwhenherhusbandfoundouthe

wantedtosendherbacktoherhome.Yourmother

beggedhimandpromisedtodoanythingjustsohe

doesn’tsendherback.Thatmanagreed,shemade

yourmotherworkinhisfieldsandyourfatherasa

frontmaninthearmy.Heputhimthereonpurpose

becausehewantedhimtobekilledandindeedhe

waskilledinthearmywhenyouwereonly14years

old.

OhdearDudahit’struemyunclediedwhenIwas

14inthearmy.Heleftandneverreturned.Iliked

himbecausehetreatedmewellandthatmangot



himkilled.Wait!Ifthiswomancantellthepastcan

shetellthefuturetoo?

Yuinn:YoutoldmemypastIbelieveyounowcan

youtellmemyfuture?

Woman:Givemeyourhand

Imovemyhandtohertiedhandandshetouchesit

thenseemlostinherownworldforamoment.

Woman:Ifyoudon’tstopthiswarnowmoreof

Chinawillburn,youwillescapeandleavethe

countryeventhoughitwillbedifficult.Moreofyour

menwilldiebutsomeoneevenmoreimportantto

youwilldiethenyouwillreleaseme.

Yuinn:HahahyoumustbejokingsoyouthinkIwill

releaseyoubecauseofthat?WomanIhavebeenin

thisbusinessforlongandIbelieveIknowwhatam

doing.

Ishouldn’thavesaidthatbecauseanotherrumble

cameandwentoutsidetolook.Icouldn’tseemuch

soawenttotheTVandwhatIsawbrokemyheart.

TheTempleofHeavenwasbombed,indeedthe

womanisrightmoreofChinawillburnandmore



holeswillbeduginChinaonesthatwillbedifficult

tofill.Waitaminute!ThiswomanistheForces

weapon!She’sthereasonwhytheyhaveneverbeen

penetratedandnowshe’sminehahahtheycango

fuckthemselvesamkeepingherandifshewantsto

stayaliveshewilltellmewhichwaytogo.

Yuinn:Weareleavingandyouwillbemyguide.

Icallouttomymentogetreadyamleavingwith

her,mybrothermustbereadyforusinJapan.

Mnqobi

Hourspastandthefirstresponderswerestillbusy

withthefirstbombingwhileYuinnhasn’tmade

contact.WhichgotmepissedsoIcalledmyguys

sothatwecanpayourlastrespectstothePalace

ofHeavenalsooneofChina’streasures.Newsare

goingcrazytheyareevensayingit’stheMuslim

doingthisbutiftheywanttoknowthetruththey

mustaskYuinn.NowIknowhewon’tcallnowafter

thisbombinghewillmakearrangementstoleave



butbeforehedoeslet’ssayByebyetohishoteland

druglab.Imadeacalltomyguysandinnotimehis

hotelanddruglabwentupinflames.Nowthe

messageisdirectlet’sseewhathisgoingtodo.

Igoonmyphoneandlookatthepictureswetook

atthebeach.Shewaslaughinghereandshewas

happy.“IwillfindyoumyloveandIwillmakeyou

happyagain”Ipromise.Yuinntooksomething

valuabletome,hetookmylife,hemightnotknowit

buthehasmylifeinhishandsandifhedecidesto

killherthenhewouldhavekilledme.Buthedoesn’t

knowthatsoamgoingtoshowhimwhatdesperate

maninneedofhislifelinedoestogetitback.My

phonerings.

Convo

Man:Bosshispreparingtoleave

Mnqobi:Isthatso?

Man:Yes

Mnqobi:Whereisheheaded?



Man:Theairport

Mnqobi:Wewillmeethimthere

Itakemygunandheadtothedoor.WhenIgetto

thefrontmyguysarewaitinginthecarandwe

drivetotheairportwegetthereandIgowaitbyhis

jet.HecomesandtheystopInfrontofmeandhe

getsouttogetherwithhismenandmybaby.She’s

okay,Godshe’sokay!Sheturnsandseesme

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi!

ShecallstomebutYuinnisquicktoshaveher

backinthecarhemusthaverealizedit’smewho

hislookingforbecausewhentheystartthecarmy

guysstartfiring.

Mnqobi:Stop!Fuckingstopshooting!!She’sin

there!!AndIswearifanyofyourbulletshitheryou

dead!!!

Theykeepquietandwewatchthecardriveoff.I

callmyguysontheothersidetotailthem,Yuinnis

notgoinganywhereIhaveChinaonlockdown,Iwill



chasehimarounduntilhistired.

Nokukhanya

SeeingMnqobimadeemotional,IthoughtIhaveit

togetherbutseeinghimtheremademerealizejust

howwrongIwasaboutbeingok.Hishere,hishere

forme.Mnqobiiscrazythoughhowcanhedothis

toChinajustbecausetheytookme?Onemantook

menotthewholeChina!DamnitMnqobi.ThenI

rememberedhiswordstome“Iwoulddestroythe

worldifitcalmedyou”hehadsaidtomeandasked

him“whatdoyoumeanyouwoulddestroythe

worldifitcalmedme?”Andhehasansweredand

said“youwaitandsee”ohMnqobiyoureallyare

destroyingtheworldjustsoyoucangettomeand

surprisinglyamcalminallthischaos.Hislovefor

meischaoticandknowingthefactthathisthe

reasonChinaisinthispredicamentcalmsme.You

wererightMnqobiyoudestroyingtheworlddid

calmme.Nowcomegetmemyloveamwaiting.
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Yuinn

Shit!Shit!Shit!Wealmosthandedourselvesright

intohimfuck!AtleastnowIknowwhoheisandthe

motherfuckergotmyowncountryonlockdown!

Justhowbigisthisorganizationforthemtobeable

tolockdownacountrythatisnoteventheirs?ShitI

needtogetoutofhereandthereisonlyonewayto

doit.

Yuinn:Lee



Lee:Yessir

Yuinn:WeareleavingChinatheoldschoolway

Lee:Yourfathersway?

Yuinn:Yes,getthemotorbikesreadyonlytheycan

fitinthere,makethemmeetustherefastwebeing

tailed.AndlosethesefuckersChinaismycityI

can’tbetailedlikedoginmyowntown.

Lee:Yougotit

WhileLeewasbusytryingtolosethefuckersI

decidedtocallmybrother,Ineedhimonthis

becauseamintodeep.Itringsonceandhepicks

up.

Convo

Yuinn:Chinaisinshambles

Chan:Iknow,whathappened?

Yuinn:TheForcehappened

Chan:Whatdotheywantfromusorarethey

returningSue?



Yuinn:TheyneverreturntheirvictimsChanyou

mightaswellforgetSue

Chan:Thenwhat’sup?

Yuinn:Itookoneoftheirownandnowtheydecided

toburryChinaamcomingtoyounowbutusing

Dad’sway

Chan:Whywouldyouusedad’swayitwilltakeyou

awholedaytogethere

Yuinn:HelockdownChinaman

Chan:What!!Yuinnwhothefuckdidyoumesswith?

Helockdownyourowntownandyoudidnothing?

Yuinn:FuckChanIdidn’tseeitcoming!!Youknow

thepeoplewedealwithdon’tdoshitlikethis!

Chan:Thenthisshouldbereasonenoughthatyou

messedwiththewrongpeoplemanletwhoeveryou

tookgo!

Hemustbecrazy!Butmybrotherhasalwaysbeen

asissy.

Yuinn:Whatareyoucrazy?Howwilltheworldlook

atusifIdothat?Everyonewillloserespectforus



man!ThenextthingwewillhaveNigeriansplaying

inourbackyard.

Chan:Whatgoodwillthatdoifyouaredead?

Yuinn:Justhavepeoplemeetusatthespot.

Icutthecall,mybrothermayberightbutfuckwe

loseallthelittlerespectwehaveleftifIjustletthis

girlwalkfree.Theworldiswatchingnowandhe

madesureofitsothathecanmakemelooklikea

pussyinfrontofeveryone.Shit!HisgoodIgivehim

thatbutamnotdoneyet!Wegottothetunnelway

andthebikeswerealreadywaiting.Wedidn’twaste

timeaswegotoutandonthebikesandoffwewent

tothedarktunnels.Wewillspendthewholedayin

thisdarktillwegettotheotherside.

Khangelani

Thisboymustthinkamstupidreally,myfather

startedthisgameandIgrewupintoit.Hethen

comesandplaygameswithitjustbecausehegot



hisegobruised?Ispoketohimlikeafatherandhe

didn’tlisten.Nowmydaughteristakenbecauseof

himandhiswalkingaroundherelikehisdone

nothing.Iseelookingathisbrothershandywork

gothimworkedup,hemusthavethoughtthathe

doesn’thaveithimtotakeontheYakuza.Butman

washewrongbecauseeachtimeanexplosionis

reportedIseehimlosinghismind.It’sfunnyto

watchbecausehisworkedforusforawhilenowfor

himnottoknowthatwewillfoundout.TheCape

Townteaminvestigatedinternationalcalllogsthat

weremadeinthevicinityofeverymemberofthe

cobrasandguesswhatonlyhimstaysinthat

vicinityhisacobraandhasascoretosettlewith

hisbrother.Wemightnothavetherecordingsofthe

conversationsbecauseButtonsfoundnothingon

hisphonesoit’sclearheusedtheburnerphone.

HissmartIgivehimthatbutIdidn’temployateam

ofgeniusesfornothing.Rightnowamjust

watchinghimgocrazyandseewhenhewillcrack.

Hisbrotherwillhavetogivehimadeserving

punishmentforthisbecausethisisallfamily

bullshitthatendedupinvolvingmyfamilyinit.



Nhlakanipho

ThisshitheadMnqobijustdoesn’tgiveup!!Fuckall

ofthisisgoingtomakeYuinnfleethecountryand

hisgoingtobemoreangryandtakeitoutonme.

Theshitheadmadethingsworsebyblowinguphis

druglabandhotel.Nowthereshithitthefan

becauseeveryoneknowsyoudon’tmesswiththe

man’smoneybutwhatdoesmygeniusbrotherdo?

Hegoesandmesseswiththeman’sfuckingmoney!!

WhydidIunderestimatehimtobeginwith?Nowam

inshit!FirstlyYuinnisgoingtowantcompensation

forhishotelthenhisgoingtobeonmyassabout

hisdruglab.Youknowwhy?BecauseIcameup

withthisdeal,Iamtheonewhoconvincedhimto

gothroughwiththis.Imightaswellsayit.Amdead!

Amadeadmanwalkingandmybrotheristoblame!

Themanjustcan’tstophimself!Firsthescrewsme

overwithPortiaandnowhisscrewingmeoverwith

this.



Lani:Haveadrinkboyyoulooklikeyouneedit.

Nhlakanipho:Thankyou

Lani:Youworriedaboutyourbrotherssafetyhuh?

Nhlakanipho:Yeshecantbetherealone

Lani:Don’tworryhisnotalone,infactheseemsto

haveeverythingundercontrol

Nhlakanipho:Byblowingupshit!

Lani:Sometimesshitneedstoblowupsothatit

canberebuilttoanevenstrongerstructure.

Hesaysandwalksaway.Idon’tcarewhat

philosophyshithejustsaidIjustneedthatshit

headtostopblowingthingsup!
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Insert46

Mnqobi

Telephoneconvo

Mnqobi:WhereisYuinn?

Man:Nosignofhimbossit’slikehedisappearedof

thefaceoftheearth

Mnqobi:Iwasexpectingthat,thisishistownafter

allsohewouldknowshadywaystoescape.

Man:What’stheplan?

Mnqobi:StayinChinakeepaneyeonthings.

Man:Yessir

Okaysothelittleshithasescapedgreat,Iknewhe

wouldfindaway,nowforfazetwooftheplan.I

madeacalltoTatendaitringstwiceandhepicks

up.



Convo:

Tatenda:Boss

Mnqobi:HisescapedChinaamsurehisheading

thatwaysoIwantyoutoraidJapanandgetmehis

brother.

Tatenda:Yougotit

Mnqobi:Iwillbethereintwohours

Narrated

TatendaandtheteaminTokyoJapanspreadthe

wholecitylikeantslookingforChan.Theygotan

updatefromoneoftheinformantsthathewas

headingsouthofthecityandTatendagavethe

ordertofollowhim.Chanwaswithhisownteamof

20mengoingtothespotwherehewastoleave

themsotheycanwaitforhisbrotherthatwillbe

arrivingintheearlyhoursofthemorning.Hehadto

showthembecauseonly3peopleknewaboutthe

route,Theirfather,YuinnandChan.Hegotthere



andshowedthemwheretheywillbecomingout

andtoldthemtoremovethechainsonthegates

andwait.Ashewasshowingthemwhattodo

Tatendaandhisteamcameandtheysurrounded

themen.

Tatenda:Afternoongentlemanifyoucouldbeso

kindastoborrowmeyourleaderandIwillbeonmy

way.

Chan:Whothefuckareyou?

Tatenda:OhsorryIdidn’tintroducemyselfthere.

HelloamthesonoftheJoker

Chan:TheJoker?

Tatenda:Yestheonethathasbeenpopping

balloonsinChina....hesaidandthensmiledlooking

atChan.Hesignaledforhismentoattackbutthey

weretooslow.TatendawaskeepingeyeonChan

whiletheteamshotandkilled19ofhismenandleft

1.

Tatenda:Amreallysorryaboutyourmen,it’syour

faultthoughyoushouldhavecomewithmewhenI

asked.



Chancouldseethattherewasnowayoutandhe

putuphishandsinsurrender.Tatendatookhimto

thecarandtheothersguardedhimwhilehewentto

themantheyleft.

Man:Pleasedon’tkillmeIhaveafamily

Tatenda:NoIwon’tkillyouIjustwantyoutodeliver

amessagetoYuinn.Youguyscametowaitforhim

right?

Man:Yes

Tatenda:GoodnowyouaregoingtotellYuinnthat

wehavehisbrotherandthatheneedtomakeacall

toarrangeanexchange.

Man:Iwilldothat

Tatenda:YouhavenochoiceanywaybecauseIf

youdon’t,IwillkillyouortheYakuzabrotherswill.

Man:IwillstayanddeliverthemessageIknowthe

risk.

Tatenda:Good

Heleftthemanthereandwenttothecarandoff

theywenttothesafehousewithChan.



2hourslaterMnqobi’sjetlandedinTokyo,officials

werestunnedbecausenothingwascominginor

outofthecountryhowdidthejetcomethrough?

Theyeventhoughtitmightbethepresident

becausehisbeenquietaboutthewholeshutdown

thing.Histeamwaswaitingforhimattheairport,

hegotoutandintothecarthendrovetothesafe

house.Within20minutestheywerethere.They

wentinandhesawChansittingonthecouchlikea

visitor.

Mnqobi:Ihopeyourbrotheristreatingmyassetthe

samewayyouarebeingtreatedhere.Likeroyalty.

Chan:Idon’t...

Mnqobi:Whotoldyouthatyoucanspeak?

Hekeptquiet

Mnqobi:Goodnowletswaitforyourbrothershall

we?

Inthemorning



Yuinn

AfteralongdayandnightYuinnarrivedattheend

ofthetunnelwithanexhaustedNokukhanya.Ever

sinceshewastakennoonehasslept,shewasstill

inthegowntheytookherin,theywerealltiredand

wantingforthewholethingtobeover.Yuinnwas

hopingthattheForcedidn’tnoticethatheleftChina

becausehewantedtimetohideNokukhanyaas

soonastheyarrivedinTokyo.Onebyonethebikes

gotoutofthetunnelexhaustioncoveredtheirfaces.

Yuinncameoutandsawthemananddeadbodies

layingaround.Hegotoffthebikeinhighspeed

goingtotheman.

Yuinn:Wherethehellismybrother!

Man:Theytookhimandkilledeveryonethatwas

here

Yuinn:Yousayeveryoneyetyoustillhere!Whydid

theyleaveyou?

Man:Togiveyouamessage..



Yuinn:Fuck!Whatisthemessageanddon’tmake

measkanotherquestion!

Man:Thattheytookyourbrotherandthatyoumust

makeacallfortheexchange.

Yuinncursedunderhisbreath,hisexhaustedand

washopingtogetagoodbathandacoupleof

hoursofsleepbeforecomingupwithaplantohide

thewoman.

NokukhanyawenttoYuinnandhelookedher.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowifyounoticedbut

everythingItoldyouhascometopass.

Yuinnthoughtaboutitandindeedeverythingcame

topass,fromChinaburningmoreandhimbeing

abletoescapeandnowtheyhavehisbrother.

Nokukhanya:Letmehelpyouwiththeexchangeto

avoidthingsgoingSouth.

Yuinn:WhyinthehellshouldItrustyou?

Nokukhanya:RememberthelastthingIsaidwill

happenbeforeyoureleaseme?

Yuinn:YousaidIwilllosesomethingvaluabletome



beforeIreleaseyou.

Nokukhanya:Itdoesn’thavetohappenthatwayif

onlyletmehelpyou.

Yuinn:Nothappening!Amgettingmybrother

myself!

Mnqobi

Icouldn’tsleep,eachminutehelleachsecond

countsandrightaboutnowmyheartiscoldasice.

AmworsethantheMnqobiIwasbeforeIfound

love,nowamafraidthatamacoldbloodedkiller

andIdon’tregretitonebit.Yuinnandwhoeverwas

involvedintakingmylifefrommeisresponsiblefor

everycasualty,everybuildingandeverytearthat

peoplearesheddingbecauseofthis.Theytookher

fromme,theymademybiggestfearcometolife,

theytookher,dotheyknowthattheyhavemademe

amonsterbydoingthat?Everybodyknowsthatyou

can’ttakeaboneoutofthedog’smouthbecauseit

willbiteyou.Nomatterhowfriendlyitisbuttake



theboneoutofit’smouthitwillbitethehelloutof

you.Ihaven’tsleptandIwillnotdosountilmybaby

isinmyarmsandnoonewillsleepeither,notYuinn

notChannotthewholefuckingChinaorJapanis

goingtosleepuntilmybabyissafeinmyarms.My

phoneringsandIanswer

Mnqobi:Yes

Tatenda:Yuinnhasarrived

Mnqobi:Sohearrivesandgetsthemessagebut

doesn’tcall?Interesting,howaboutwewelcome

YuinnbyblowingupTokyoNationalMuseum.

Tatenda:Gotit

letsseeifyouwillcallnowYuinn.
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Insert47

Nhlakanipho

IthoughtIknewmybrotherbutIdidn’t,thishereis

nottheMnqobiIgrewupwith,hisnoteventhe

brotherthatprotectedmeallmylifewithoutfail.

ThisoneIstillneedtolearnandunderstand

becausethebrotherIknowwouldn’thaveblownup

somanybuildingsormaybeIdidn’treallyknow

Mnqobi,Ineverdidtakethetimetoknowhim,

maybethisisexactlywhoheis.NowIwishIcan

callhimandtellhimtostopbecausehisgoingto

getmekilled.ButhowdoImakethatcall?WhatdoI

say?“Heybrotherlistenstopblowingshitup

becauseit’sgoingtogetmekilledandohbythe

wayamtheonewhosetyouup”really?Ican’t,allI

candoissufferhereandpredictwaysYuinnis

goingtotorturethenkillme.Amtiredreally

becauseit’sbeen3dayswithoutsleepandthe

Generalissayingnooneisgoinganywhereuntil



Mnqobiisbackwithhisdaughter.Letmecallmy

motherIneedherrightnow.Letmegoandaskfor

myphonefromButtons,Imoveawayfromthe

othersandgotoButtons.

Buttons:Ntwana...boy

Nhlakanipho:Sure,canIhavemyphoneIneedto

makeacall.

Button:Sureboy

HegivesmethephoneandIgooutsideandmakea

calltoSmangele.Ittakesforeverforhertopickup

buteventuallyshedoes

Convo:

Smangele:Mfanakamah...myboy

Nhlakanipho:Mahunjani....motherhowareyou?

Smangele:Ngiyaphilamehlokunjanikuwemfana

wami?....amfineeyeshowareyoumyboy?

Nhlakanipho:Aishmahnothingisgoingwellonmy

side.

Smangele:WhatisgoingonNhlakanipho?



Nhlakanipho:JustlifemahandMnqobiontheother

sideismakingthingsdifficultforme.

Smangele:Whathasyourbrotherdone

Nhlakanipho?

Nhlakanipho:EyimahIdon’twanttotalkaboutit

becauseitwillsoundlikeamchildish.

Smangele:Nhlakaniphoyoucalledmeforareason

nowtellmewhatyourbrotherhasdone.

Nhlakanipho:Hehasagirlfriendmother

Smangele:WellthatistobeexpectedMnqobiisa

manafterall.

Nhlakanipho:WellIwouldbehappyforhimifhe

didn’ttakemygirlfriendfromme.

Smangele:Ini!...what?...whatareyousaying

Nhlakanipho?

Nhlakanipho:HetookagirlIhavebeenwithforthe

past9yearsandthisyearIwasgoingtoaskherto

marrymeonherbirthday,thenyoursonmeetsher

onceandhetakesherfromme.

Smangele:Mihlolayanileungitshelayona



Nhlakanipho?...whatabominationareyoutelling

meNhlakanipho?

Nhlakanipho:UngizwisekabuhlungukabiuMnqobi

mahangizangenjengacabangaukuthiubhutiwami

angangenzanjemah.....Mnqobihurtmesomuch

mother,Ineverthoughtinmylifethatmybrother

coulddomethisway.

Smangele:NowIseewhyhedidn’twant

Nomalanga,it’sbecausehisbeenwaitingtosnatch

yourgirlfromyou.AmsodisappointedinMnqobi

rightnowandIdon’tthinkIcaneverlookathimthe

same.

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tknowmother,amhurt,ithurts

motherandIdon’tknowwhattodo.

Smangele:Iwilltalktoyourfatheraboutthismaybe

hewillgetthroughtoMnqobi,Nhlakaniphoyouare

mychildrenandIthoughtyougetalongtherebut

nowIseeallyoudoisbetrayalandstabeachother

intheback.

Nhlakanipho:ThankyouforlisteningmotherandI

don’tknowifhewilllistentoMagebabutit’sworth



thetry.

Smangele:Yesbutyoushouldcomehome

sometimeNkanyezihasbeenhereforamonthnow.

Nhlakanipho:Nkanyeziishomeandnobodytoldme?

Smangele:Hayistopwiththedramaandcome

home.

Nhlakanipho:Iwillmotherbewell.

Smangele:Youtooandcomehome

Nhlakanipho:Iwillmother

IcutthecallthenwentandgaveButtonsthephone

againbecausewearenotallowedtohavethem

whilewehere.

Nokukhanya

Thismanisverystubbornandifhecontinuesthis

waythisthingwillbeworsethanitisnow.His



goingtogetsomeonethatisnotinvolvedinthis

killedandIcan’tletthathappen.Alotofinnocent

bloodhasbeenspilledinallthisandIcan’tletmore

peopledie.Hegetsinandsitsnexttome,helooks

freshlikehejustshowed,heevenhastimetobath

whiletheyjustbombedanotherbuilding,mustbe

nice.AtleasthegavemefoodeventhoughIdon’t

knowwhatitwas.

Nokukhanya:Listentome,youneedtomakethat

calltoarrangetheexchangeandyoumustletme

helpyou.

Yuinn:ItoldyouthatIwillsavemybrothermyself,I

don’tneedyourhelp.

Nokukhanya:Funnyyoushouldsaythatbecause

youwillgetyourbrotherkillifyoudothingsyour

way.

Yuinn:Ican’tjusttakeyourwordforit.

Nokukhanya:Givemeyourhandandletmeshow

you.

HereluctantlygivesmehishandandIholdit.What

Iseeinmyvisionismakingmehot.Godno!Ican’t



beonfirenownotwithhim,Itrytocontroltheheat

butit’stoomuch,Iholdmybreaththinkingitwill

helpbutitonlymakesmesweat.Ireleasemy

breathandthefiresurroundsme.Hetriestopullhis

handoffbutIholdittight.Iclosedmyeyesandthe

lightappearsfromthefloorrightinfrontofus.It

showsmeonhissideandMnqobiontheotherside

withaChinesemannexttohim.Themanmoveto

himwhileImovetoMnqobi,wepasseachotherin

thecenterbutwhenIamclosetoMnqobiagun

shotwentoffandhitMnqobiontheshoulderwhile

lookingatthatmoregunshotsarefiredandone

hitsthemanwhowaswithMnqobiatthebackof

hisheadandfallsinhisarmsashewascloseto

him.Thevisionstopsandhegetsupscreaming

Yuinn:No!No!No!Notmybrother!Whatthehellare

you?Whyareyouonfire?Areyouawitchwhatthe

helldidIjustsee?

Hesaysbuthisstandingfarfromme,Idon’teven

knowwhybecauseiheldhishandnotsolongago

whileIwasonfire.

Nokukhanya:Youneedtocalmdownhisnotdead



yet.

Yuinn:Buthewillbeandyouareonfreakingfire!!

Iignorethat

Nokukhanya:Onlyifyougothroughwithyourplan.

Yuinn:Howdidyouknowaboutmyplan?Ididn’t

shareitwithanyoneyet.

Nokukhanya:IthinkwehaveestablishedthatIdon’t

needtobetoldthingstoknowthem.

Yuinn:HowamIsupposedtotalktoyouwhenyou

areballoffuckingfire!!Turnitoffortheshoweris

thelastdooronyourrightalongthepassageand

putitoutbeforeyouburnmybrotherscouch!

Ijustlookathimandrelaxthenthefirestops

burning.

Yuinn:Finewhatisyourplan?

Hisstillstandingfarpoorman

Nokukhanya:Callhimnowandputhimonspeaker.

Hetakesthephoneandmakethecallthenput

speakeron.Hethenmovesandstandsabitfar.His



voicecameonandIfroze,hesoundsdifferentand

tired.

Convo

Mnqobi:Nowyoudecidetocall

Nokukhanya:Mnqobiit’sme

Mnqobi:OhmyGod!Howareyou,areyouokay,are

youhurt,didn’thehurtyou?

Nokukhanya:Nohedidn’thurtmeamokay

Mnqobi:ThankGod

Yuinn:That’snotwhatthecallisabout

Mnqobi:Yuinn

Hesaiditmorelikeawarning

Yuinn:Thecallistoarrangeanexchange

Mnqobi:Fine

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi,hisgoingtotakemetothe

airportbutIwantyourmengonefromtherewhenI

getthere.Iwillbeonacaralonewithonlythedriver.

WhenIgetoutofthecarhisbrothergoesin.Hewill



letusleaveTokyowithoutissuesandyouwillnot

goafterhim.

Mnqobi:Hedoesn’thavetogivemewayor

permissiontoleave.IcanleaveandIcantakehim

on.

Nokukhanya:Thatwehaveallestablishedbutthis

ismeasking,Enoughinnocentbloodhasbeen

spillednomore.Mygiftdoesn’tallowmetolet

anotherinnocentbekilledforthis.

Mnqobi:ForyouIwilldoit

Nokukhanya:Meetmeattheairportin20minutes

bringthebrotherandtellthepilottogetready.I

wanttogohome.

Mnqobi:IwillgetyouhomeIpromise

Yuinn:Enough!!Airport20minutesbringChan

Hecutsthecallandlooksatmelikehisjust

realizingsomething.Hegoesandgetthedriver

whichisoneofhismenandtellsmetogo.Ifollow

himoutsideandgetintothecar,anotheronecaris

alsogettingreadytoleave.It’sfullofhismenam



guessingtheywillfollowustomakesureMnqobi

keepshisendofthedeal.ThedriverandIleavethe

compoundandinnotimewejointhehighway

headingtotheairport.Thestreetsarequietand

emptyonbutthereiscommotionwherethe

bombinghappened.Thedriveisfastbutthedriver

isslowontheroadmaybetogetthereinexactly20

minutesortostallsothattheotherscancatchup.

Eitherwaywemaneuverthrough,wegettothe

airportandIseeMnqobistandingtherewiththe

brother.Hismenarebehindhim.

Driver:Getout

Idon’tneedtobetoldtwicesoIopenthedoorand

getout.Mnqobi’sfacechangeswhenheseesme

getoutofthecar,Ican’treadthatfaceIdon’tknow

whatitmeansbuthebetterkeephispromise.I

don’tclosethedoorasImovetowardshimandthe

brothertowardsthecar.Imovefasterlikesomeone

isgoingtotakemeagain,Igettohimandheopen

hisarmsformeandgoinandsettlesafetyinhis

chest.OhhowImissedthis,Ihearacardoorand

liftmyheadandlookatthedirectionIcamefrom



andthecarismovingthedirectionwecame.As

soonasit’soutofsightwegointotheairportbut

Mnqobistopsandspeaktooneofthemen.

Mnqobi:Staybehindandmakesurewenot

followed.TomorrowIwillhavethelockdownlifted

andIwantyoubackinJoburginthemorning.

Guy:Sureboss

Mnqobi:Besafe

Guy:Always

WeleavethemandgotothejetMnqobihasn’tlet

goofmesince.Wegetinandheheadstothe

bathroomandIheartheshowerrunning.Hecomes

backanduntietherobeandamleftwithmy

underwearnobra,iwastakenfromthespar

remember.Hecirclesmeinspectingmemaybeto

seeifamhurtornot.IfthiswasanormaldayI

wouldbeshystandinginfrontofhimlikethis.But

todayisnotanormaldaysowedoabnormalthings,

Idon’tcareamgoinghome.Hethentakesmyhand

andleadsmetothebathroom.Wegetinhestrips

offhisclothesandIstripmyunderwear.Heleads



metotheshowerwithnowordsexchanged.Isee

hisstilltenseandIdon’tknowwhybecauseam

herenow.HestartedbathingmelatheringtheGell

onmybodyandIheartheenginerumblebeneath

ourfeet.Amgoinghome,finallythisnightmareis

overwegoinghome.
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Nokukhanya

Aftertheshowerwegotoutanddriedourselves

thenputongownsthatwehadleftthereonourway

totheMaldives.Wemovedtothebedroomandwe



Laidsidebysideinsilenceuntilhepulledmetohim.

Ilaidonhischest,hewasstillquietanditwas

beginningtoworryme.Imeanheshouldbehappy

right?Hefoundandrescuedme,whyishenot

happyaboutthat?Whythesilenttreatment?I

decidedIhavehadenoughofitsoIspoke.

Nokukhanya:Whatiseatingyouup?

Mnqobi:ThefactthatIfailedtoprotectyou.

Nokukhanya:ButyoufoundmeMnqobiandamfine.

Mnqobi:Wellamhappythatyouareherewithme

andthatyousafeagain.

Nokukhanya:Butyoudon’tshowit,youhavebeen

quietsinceyoufoundme.What’swrong?

Mnqobi:Theytookyoufromme

Nokukhanya:Yesandyourfoundme

Mnqobi:Youdon’tunderstand,yesIhavefoundyou

buttheymademybiggestfearcometrue,losing

you,theytookyoufrommeandfor3wholedaysI

didn’thaveyouinmyarmsandIdidn’tevenknowif

youweresafeornot.TheytookyoubecauseIfailed



toprotectyou....Ifailedtoprotectyou

Whenherepeatedhowmuchhefailedtoprotectme

Iknewhowmuchdamagemykidnappinghaddone

tohim.Ithadmadehimthinkthathecan’tprotect

me,maybeatsomepointhethoughtofhowmy

fatherwouldreact,Iwonderhowhereactedtothe

news,didhemaybeblameMnqobiforit,isitwhyhe

feelslikehefailedme?

Nokukhanya:Heylookatme....helookedanywhere

butme,soIwentclosertohimandcoppedhisface

andmadehimtookatme.ThelookinhiseyesI

didn’tlike,Isawfearinthoseeyesthatusedtolook

atmewithnothingbutlove.Buttoday,todaythese

eyesshowednolovebutfearandhateinthem.

Nokukhanya:Youdidn’tfailme,therewasnowayof

knowingthattheywouldtakeme.

Mnqobi:Yestherewas,inmylineofworkIhaveto

alwaysbevigilant,nothingissupposetopassby

withoutmeknowing.Andusuallynothingdoesbut

whenitmatteredthemostIdidn’tseeyour

kidnappingcoming.Ittookmebysurpriseandthat



wasthefirsttimesomethinglikethisevertakesme

bysurprisebutthistimeitdidandwhenitdiditput

yourlifeindanger.Iputyourlifeindanger.Me!The

manwhowassupposedtoprotectyoufailedand

theytookyoufromme.

Atthispointitwascleartomethekindofman

Mnqobiwas,histhekindofmanthatIsawbackin

China,thekindthatgoestoanylengthstoserve

andprotect.Nowthatthisonethinghappenedand

underhiswatchmadehimfeeluseless.Wehaven’t

beentogetherforlongonlyamonthsoIdon’tknow

muchabouthim.Yeshetoldmethathismoreof

myfathersrighthandmanbutdoesn’twork

anywherenearhimandthatIhaveseenbutInever

reallycaredtoaskwhatexactlyhedoes.This

momentshowedmethatMnqobiisamanofpower,

amanwhogivesandnottakeinstructions,aman

whoplansandstrategizes.Iknowhedidthesame

beforeweleftandIknowhetookthenecessary

protectivemeasureswhichiswhywereleftwith

morethan30mentoourvacation.Thatshowsme

thathetookprecautionsbutwhowouldhaveknown



thattheywouldbesoskilledandkillhismen

withoutevenmakingasound?Nobody!

Nokukhanya:Iwillnothaveyoublameyourselffor

this,howwouldyouhaveknownthathewillhave

menthereposingasstaffwhenwegetthere?That

showsthatthiswasplannedwaybeforeweeven

gotintothejetgoingtothatplace.Yestheytookme

butyougotmebacksopleaseletusenjoybeingin

eachother’sarmsandforgeteverything.

Mnqobi:Amgladyousafe,Idon’tknowwhatI

wouldhavedonehadsomethinghappenedtoyou.

Nokukhanya:Nothinghappenedamfine.

Mnqobi:Youmentionedsomethingaboutthegifton

thephonecallwhatwasthatabout?

Nokukhanya:WellIwasgoingtotellyoubutIhave

agift

Mnqobi:IrememberNhlakaniphotellingmeaboutit

butamgladyoudidn’tuseittoescape.

Nokukhanya:WherewasIgoingtoescapetoina

gownandacountryIdon’tknow?SoIthoughtit



besttostaycalmandwait.

Mnqobi:Youdidwell,youwerebraveandamproud

ofyou.Youactedrationallyandthatmadehimnot

toactlikeananimaltowardsyou.

Nokukhanya:Ihavetoactrationalhaveyouseen

myfather?

Mnqobi:Scaryashellyeah

Nokukhanya:Exactly!That’swhyamlikethis,he

alwaystellsuswhilesittingonadinnertablethat

shouldanythinghappenweshouldnottrytoactlike

heroesbutstayputhewillfindus.Andwhenall

thatbombingthingstartedIthoughtitwashim.

Mnqobi:Didyouforoncethinkitwasme?

Nokukhanya:OfcourseIdid,tomeitwaseitheryou

ormydad.Butdidyouhavetobloweverythingup

though?

Mnqobi:IdidtellyouoncethatIwilldestroythe

worldifitcalmedyou.

Nokukhanya:Andyoudid,thankyouforfindingme.

Mnqobi:Ishouldn’thaveletyougointhefirstplace.



Helookedatmeforthelongestoftimethempulled

meupfromthebedandwestoodtherewithhim

lookingatmethenhekissedmeand...Removed

Nkanyezi

NomalangaandIjustcamebackfromoneofour

dates,thingsbetweenushavebeengoingverywell.

She’shappier,smilesmoreandlaughsmore.Today

wehadapicknickbytheriverandsheenjoyedit.

Wejustgothomeandthetensionistoomuch.My

firstthoughtitthatmaybetheyfoundoutabout

NomalangaandIbuttheydon’tsayanythingwhen

wegetintheyjustlookliketheyjustheardbad

news.Wejointhematthedinnertable.

Nkanyezi:Kwenzakalanilaykhaya...what’s

happeninghere?

Theykeepquiet,Kantiwhatisgoingonhere,who

died?

Nkanyezi:Mahyhini?...motherwhat’swrong?



Smangele:HayihawungiyekeNkanyezi!...noleave

mealoneNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:Magebawhatisgoingon?

Mageba:NothingthatconcernsyoubutifIhear

thatyoudidthesamenonsensethatyourbrother

MnqobididIswearontheZuluclanIwillkillyouall

myself.

Nkanyezi:WhathasMnqobidone?

Mageba:Hedidwhatnomanshouldeverdotohis

brother,whatyourbrotherdiddisgustmesomuch

thatIcan’trepeatitwithmyownmouth.Itrusted

Mnqobithenhegoesanddoesthis!Sieshisno

maninmyeyesbecausenoZulumanhasever

donewhathedid!!

Themanisshouting,hisangry,whateverMnqobi

didmustbebigforhimtoactlikethis.

Nkanyezi:HaveyouspokentoMnqobiabout

whateveritishisdone?

Mageba:HowamIsupposedtotalktohimwhen

hisphoneisoff?It’saclearsignthathisrunning



awayfromusthatiswhywecan’treachhim.

Wenz’amanyalameqedalaphouyabaleusathane

nx....hecommitsanabominationthenherunthe

devil.

Okaythisisserious,whatcoulditbethatmy

brotherdidthatissobadtocauseMagebatoreact

thisway?

Nkanyezi:Letmetrytocallhim

Smangele:Tryandsee

ItakeoutmyphoneandmakeacalltoMnqobi

whileNomalangaexcusesherself.Iseethe

mentionofMnqobi’snamedoesn’tsitwellwithher,

ormaybeshe’sjusttired.Mnqobi’sphonetakesme

straighttovoicemail.

Nkanyezi:Itdoesn’tgothrough

Mageba:Howwillitgothroughwhenhisrunning

awayfromallthisshit!!Hebetterstopsthisor

considerhimselfdisownedbyme.Nosonofmine

willdowhathedidtohisownbrother.

Nkanyezi:WhatissobadthatMnqobididto



Nhlakanipho?

Mageba:IsaidIdon’twanttotalkaboutit!!Yhini

uzwaKanjaniwena...whatdidn’tyoulisten?

Nkanyezi:YobeMagebabengaqondileukukudelela...

amsorryMagebaIdidn’tmeantodisrespectyou

Mageba:Nx

Heclickshistongueandleaves,mymotherfollows

andamleftalonethinkingaboutwhatitisthatso

bigthatMnqobihasdonetocausetheparentsto

reactthisway.Ihopehegetsbacktome.
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Nokukhanya

ThemomentwelandedinJoburgMnqobidroveus

tohishouse,hewouldn’tletthedriverdriveusthere,

hedrovehimselfwhileheheldmyhandthewhole

timehedrove.WhenwegottohishouseItooka

showerandnappedwhileheorganizedclothesfor

meandfood.Oncethefoodarrivedweateandhe

tookashowerwhileIdozedoff.Iwastired,3days

ofnotsleepingisnochild’splay.Idon’tknowwhen

hegottobednexttomebutwhenIwokeuphewas

tangleduponme.Helookedsopeaceful,Istaredat

himlookingathisfeatures,hisagoodlookingman

andhismine.Ican’tbelieveitsometimes,Ilovehim.

Mnqobi:It’srudetostareMaLithuli

Hesaidwithhiseyesstillclosed

Nokukhanya:Amnotstaring

Mnqobi:Yeahright,Icanfeelyoureyesonme.

Nokukhanya:OkayokaymaybeIwasstaringand

admiringyou.



Mnqobi:Thereisnothingtoadmireaboutme,your

clothesareinmyclosetfreshenupandchangeso

thatwecango.

Nokukhanya:IthoughtwewereleavingforDurban

tomorrow.

Mnqobi:Nomylove,yourfatherwantstoseeyouI

toldhimwewillbetherethisevening.Whattimeis

it?

Nokukhanya:It’sjustafter3

Mnqobi:Okaythenwakemeupwhenyoudone.

Nokukhanya:Okay

Shamehemustbetired,Iwentandfreshenedup.I

wenttotheclosetandfoundcoupleofjeans,tops

andshoes.IchosewhatIwantedtowearandwore

them.ThenIwenttothebedroomandwokeup

Mnqobi.Hewenttothebathroomandwashedhis

face.Whenweweredoneweleftthehouse,he

droveustotheairportagainwithhismenfollowing

notfarbehindus.Wegottotheairportandoffwe

wenttoDurban.



Mnqobi

AssoonaswelandedinDurbanmyphonerang,I

tookitoutofmypocketandsawitwasNkanyezi

andIanswered.

Convo

Mnqobi:Nkanyezikamah...mothersstar

Nkanyezi:KunjaniMgazi...howareyouMgazi?

Mnqobi:Amwellandhowareyoulittlebrother?

Nkanyezi:Eyiidon’tknowhowIamatthismoment

Mnqobi:Whatsgoingon?

Nkanyezi:Wenatshelamina...youtellme

Mnqobi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nkanyezi:MagebaandSmangeleareangryhere,in

facttheyarespittingfire,it’ssomethingaboutyou

doingsomethingtoNhlakaniphoIdon’tknow.



Mnqobi:Hawubathingimenzeniminau

Nhlakanipho?...whatdotheysayIdidto

Nhlakanipho?

Nkanyezi:Theyrefusedtotellme,itriedcallingyou

lastnighttofindoutbutIcouldn’tgetholdofyou.

Mnqobi:That’sbecauseIhavebeenoutofthe

countryforthepast3daysandIhaven’tseen

Nhlakaniphoinoveramonth.

Nkanyezi:Idon’tknowthen.

Mnqobi:ListenIwillbehomelateronIjustlanded

inDurban.

Nkanyezi:Sure

IwonderwhatitistheythinkIhavedoneto

Nhlakanipho?AnywayIwilldealwiththatwhenI

gethome.TheGeneralaskedmetodrop

Nokukhanyaathomeandmeetthematthe

warehouse.Hesaidhehasasurpriseformeand

amhopingit’sthedogthatdidthis.Thedrivetoher

houseisSilentmainlybecauseIcan’twaittogetto



thewarehouseandfinishthisonceandforalland

forherIthinkit’sonlysettlinginnowthatshewas

taken.WhenwegettoherdrivewayIdriveinand

stopthecar.Shegoesoutandpunchesthecode

andthegateopens.Shecomesbacktothecarand

Idriveinaloneleavingmymenatthegate.

Mnqobi:Wehere

Nokukhanya:Yes,thankyouagainforsavingme.

Mnqobi:Youdon’tknowhalfofthethingsIwould

doforyou.

Nokukhanya:AmIseeingyoubeforeyouleave?We

needtotalk

Iwasexpectingthat

Mnqobi:Ofcourse

She’splantsakissonmycheekanditonlysaysto

methatshe’sgoingtobreakupwithme.ButIkeep

quietanywayandletherleave.IdriveoffandIfind

thegateopenandIdriveout.Iincreasedmyspeed

onceIgottothehighwayandwasatthewarehouse

innotime.Ididthenecessarychecksanddrovein.



WhenIgottotheparkingifoundspaceamongalot

ofcarsthatwerethere.Iparkedandgotout.Oneof

theguysthatwasoutsideshowmethewayandI

walkedin.Itlookedlikeeveryonewashere.

Lani:Welcomebackcommander

Mnqobi:ThankyouGeneral

Lani:How’smydaughter?

Mnqobi:She’sokaynoscratch

Lani:Youdidwelloutthere,isYuinndead?

Mnqobi:Iwillfillyouinonthedetailslaterbutno

hisnot.

Lani:Okaycomethisside

Imovedalongwithhimallthewaytothefront.

Lani:Tothosewhodon’tknowthisisthe

commanderofthereenforcementteamandthat

washismovieswewerewatchingthepast3days.

Aroundofapplausetothecommander.

Theystartedclappingotherswhistlingbutmy

brotherwasjuststaringatmeblankly.Iwonder



what’shisproblem.

Grinder:Hayiudlanakamnandi...noyouplay

nice..nexttimeamgoingwithyouYhoo!

Hesaidandwhistles

Gora:Khethilekhethilehayijikajikaawuyindawo

ntwana...youchoseyouchoseyoucan’tturnback

now,younotgoinganywhereboy.

Grinder:Mxm

Lani:Letsstepintomyofficeshallwe,Nhlakanipho

followingus.

NhlakaniphofollowswithGora,GrinderandSnakes.

WegetintotheofficeandtheGeneraltakesaseat

andsodotheguys.Ican’tseatnowIneedtoknow.

Lani:Wellit’snoteasytosaythisbuttheperson

whosoldyououtisyourbrother

ItwaslikeIdidn’thearhimwellandIhadtoask

againtomakesureIheardcorrectly.

Mnqobi:Yousaidmywhat?

Lani:Nhlakaniphoistheonethatsoldyouout.



Ilookatmybrotherandtheguiltonhisfacesaysit

all.IthoughtshootingmewasenoughbutIthought

wrong.Ifeltdefeated,Iwantedtokilltheperson

whodidthisbuthowdoIlookmyparentsintheeye

afterkillingtheirson?

Mnqobi:Striphimoffeverythingthathastodowith

us,blockhimoneverysystemwehave,change

everylocationheknowsaboutusandlethimgoout

thereandfendforhimself.

Nhlakanipho:Youcan’tbeseriousGeneralamgood

atwhatIdoyoucan’tjustletmegolikethat.

Lani:Apparentlyyougoodatsellingyourbrother

outaswell.Sizwewasgoodtooandnowhisdead.

Hadyoubetrayedmeyouwouldbedeadtoobut

yourbrotherstillwantsyoutolivebutawayfrom

everythingyouhavealwaysknown.Bareforall

enemiestoseewithnoprotectionnothing.

Nhlakanipho:Mnqobiyoucan’ttothistome,you

knowhowmuchIlovemyjobthisisallIknow.You

shouldunderstandwhyIdidthisbecauseyou

startedit.



Mnqobi:Younevertakeresponsibilityforanything

inyourlifebutthatisabouttochange.Afterwe

leavehereyoudon’thaveabrotherinmenowlet’s

go

Nhlakanipho:MnqobiYuinnwillkillmeifIdon’t

haveprotectionpleaseletmekeepmyjob

Mnqobi:Ifhekillsyouitwillbeforagoodreason

andpleasedon’tmakeyourproblemsmine.Now

let’sgo!

Weleavethewarehousefollowingeachother,when

hegoestohiscarIpointhimtomine,wemightas

wellgohometogetherandsortoutwhateverthe

parentsthinkIdidtothisfoolthenafteramdone

withhim.
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Mnqobi

Allthewayhomethedrivewassilent,Icouldn’tfind

itinmetounderstandwhyNhlakaniphodidwhathe

did.ThemoreIthinkaboutitthemoreIrealizethat

myownbrotherwantedmedeadbecausethat’s

whatYuinnwantedtokillmeandmybrother

deliveredmeinasilverplatter.Hedoesn’tevenlook

likesomeonewhoisremorsefulandhisguiltonly

lastedthosefewmomentsafterIwastoldwhathe

didandafterthathewasbacktobeingselfishand

askingmetosparehisjob.YazinowIunderstand

whypeoplealwayssay“ukufakusembizeni”that’s

thesayingtraditionalhealersalwaysuse“deathis

within”meaningthatenemiesfromouttheredon’t

justcomeatyoubecausetheydon’tknowwhat

shieldsyouhaveputup.Theycomeatyouafter

someoneclosetoyouhasgiventheminformation

aboutyou,itcanbeafriend,aclosefamilymember



andevenaparentsometimes.Peopleoutthere

don’tknowyouandtheydon’tknowyourstrengths

andweaknessesbutbecauseofthoseclosetoyou

whocan’tbaretoseesucceedtheygetthat

informationandyourweaknessandhowtoattack

youtobringyoutoyourknees.Ifsomethingisnot

goingwellinyourlifebelievemeit’snotbecauseof

someoneoutthere,thesourceofyourmiseryis

closertoyouthanyouthink.Firstlookatyourinner

circleandaskyourselfthisquestion“whatdoes

eachoneofthesepeoplehavetogainbybringing

youdown”andIassureyouthattheresultswill

shockyou.Lookatme,amshocked,defeatedand

why?BecauseofsomeoneItrustedwithmyalland

lookedoutforallmylife.Wearrivedathomeat

arounddinnertimeandthat’sgoodbecauseit

meanseveryonewillbeatthetabletogether.Ipark

atthegateandopenmydoorandwenttoopenthe

gate.Backtothecaranddrovein,Nhlakaniphogets

outofthecarandheadtothehousewhileIwent

andclosedthegate.Iwenttothehouseandgotin

andIhearMageba’sloudvoicebeforeIcouldsee

him.



Mnqobi:Goodevening

TheygreetbackandItakemyseatNomalangagets

upmaybetogetmeaplateidon’tknowbutIstop

herandtellherIwon’tbeeating.Sheseatsback

down.

Mageba:Youdidwellbyarrivingthatwaywewill

hearthenonsenseyouboysgetuptooutthere.

Smangele:Idon’tthinkthisshouldbediscussedon

adinnertable.

Mageba:ThenletsgototheloungebecauseI

suddenlylostmyappetite

NkanyeziandIsharelooksasweallmovetothe

lounge.Magebaissittingontheonesittercouchby

thedoor,Smangeleissittingonthetwositterwith

NomalangafacingusandMe,Nkanyeziand

Nhlakaniphoareseatingonthe3seaterfacing

SmangeleandNomalangawithMagebaonourright.

NkanyezinexttomeandNhlakaniphonexttohim.

Mageba:Now,yourmothertellsmeshegotacall

fromNhlakanipho2daysagoandamnotaboutto

repeatwithmymouthwhatwassaid.Nhlakanipho



youareheretelluswhatyoutoldyourmother.

HelooksatNhlakaniphowhoclearshisthroat,I

knowwhenhedoesthathisgoingtolie,Iliterally

raisedNhlakaniphoandhecanlietohisparentsbut

nottome.

Nhlakanipho:Ididcallmother2daysagobecauseI

wasn’twell,amstillnotwell,thingsbetweenmy

brotherandIhavegonefromgoodtoreallybad

fast....hekeepsquietandlooksatallofusandwe

waitforhimtocontinue....thiswholethingstarted

withagirlIwasdatingstartingfrom9yearsago,I

alwaystoldMnqobiaboutherbutthesituationwas

alwaysagainstthemmeeting.Earlythisyearmy

brothercallsmeandtellsmehemetsomeone.And

IwasgenuinelyhappyforhimandItoldhimthat.

HecametoDurbanabout6weeksagoandwewent

outtogether.Idon’tknowhowbutMnqobileftas

someonewhowasgoodtorelievehimselfand

camebackwithmywomanholdinghands.This

shockedmebuttheyletgoofeachother,Itold

MnqobithatshewasthewomanIhavebeen

seeingandheleftmetherethatday.Ibelievehe



camehereamnotsure.

Mageba:Yeshecamehere,continue.

Iwasjustsittingtherenotbelievingwhatam

hearing.

Nhlakanipho:AweeklaterMnqobiwasbackin

Durbanhavingromanticdinnersandkissingmy

woman.Thenafterthatshetellsshedoesn’twant

tobewithmeanymoreandmybrothersawnothing

wrongwiththatashecontinuedtodateher.Now

todayevenMnqobimademelosemyjob,asweare

speakingIdon’thaveajobbecausehesawfittotell

mybossthatamnotloyalandhemustletmego

andIwasfired.

Smangele:Yhoo

ShesaidlookingbetweenmeandNhlakanipho.

Nkanyezihashiseyespoppingouttheirsocketsam

surehewasasshockedasIamifnotmore.

Mageba:Whatdoyouhavetosayforyourself

Mnqobi?

Mnqobi:Idon’tevenknowwheretostartMagebaI



honestlydon’t.RightnowIhavealotonmyplateall

thankstoNhlakanipho.Firstyeshemetthewoman

9yearsagoandnotheywereneveranitem.She

wasyoungbackthenandinschoolsohedecided

towaitforher.

Nhlakanipho:Thatistheadviceyougavemethen

whenwestarteddating3yearlateryoucomeand

takeher.

Mnqobi:Areyougoingtoletmefinish?

Mageba:Nhlakaniphoyougotyourchancelet

Mnqobitalk.

Mnqobi:ThankyouMageba,asIwassayingthat

dayaftertheintroductionIrealizedthatshewasthe

samewomanNhlakaniphoisinlovewithsoIleft

andcameherethenfromhereIwentbacktojoburg.

SinceIcouldn’ttakeheroffmymindIaskedherout

andsheagreed.ItoldherhowIfeltaboutherand

sheagreedtobewithme.ApparentlydaysbeforeI

askedheroutNhlakaniphoconfessedhisfeelings

forherandsherejectedhimandhegotangry.That

dayIwentoutwithherwhenIwentbacktomy



hotelroomNhlakaniphowaswaitingformethere.

HeaskedmetoleaveherandwhenIrefusedhe

shotme3times.

Smangele:OnNkosiyamikantiyhinieyenzeka

ezinganenizami...OhLordwhatishappeningtomy

children...shewascrying.

Mageba:Yousayheshotyoubutyoudidn’ttellus.

Wedidn’tevenhearaboutyoubeinginthehospital.

Mnqobi:Ifyouthinkamlayingthenhereisyour

proof.

IwaspissedthattheybelievedNhlakaniphowithout

askingforproofyetwithmeIhavetoshowproofof

whathisdone.Ileftupmypantsandshowedthem

thebulletwoundsonbothmylegsthentookoffmy

jacketandshirtthenliftedmyvestandshowed

themthebulletwoundonlyside.

Mnqobi:Hereisyourproof,IcouldhavediedandI

didn’ttellyoubecausesomehowIunderstoodthat

hewashurtthathedidn’tgetthewomanhewanted

soIlethimbe.

Mageb:Soifyouunderstoodthenwhydidyou



makehimlosehisjob?

Mnqobi:BecauseNhlakaniphodidn’tstopwiththe

bullets,hesoldmetokilledbydangerousChinese

gangsters.

Nhlakanipho:Nowthatisalie,howdoIknow

Chinesegangsters?IworkinITMnqobinotthe

nationalintelligence.HowthehelldoIknow

Chinesegangstersfrom?

Smangele:Whatishappeningtomyfamily?

Nkanyezi:YouknowIhearyoutalkingbutitseems

tomelikeyouhavealreadymadeupyourmind

Magebasolet’snotgoaroundincirclesandtellus

whatyouthinkandhavedecided.BecauseevenifI

weretotellyounowthatNhlakaniphoislayingit

wouldn’tmatter.

Mageba:Don’ttalklikeyouknowwhatamthinking

orwhatIhavedecideboy.Mnqobiwaswrongfor

goingafterhisbrotherswomanwhetherhewas

rejectedornotitwaswrong!Youdon’tdothatto

yourbrother!Inourcultureyouonlytakeyour

brotherswifeafterhediesnotwhenhisaliveand



well.Youjustdon’tdothatMgazi!

Nkanyezi:ButMagebawearenottalkingabout

Nhlakanipho’swifehere,she’swasnotevenhis

girlfriend.

Nhlakanipho:Youarrivedyesterdayandalreadyyou

takesidesaboutsomethingyouknownothing

about.

Nkanyezi:UnfortunatelyformeIknowyoubrother,

youcouldn’tevenseehowdamagedourbrother

wasgrowingupafterthatcampofyoursthatyou

continuedlikenothingwaswrong.Ievengaveup

beingachildhangingoutwithotherchildren

becauseIcouldseehowstressedhewouldbe

tryingtolookafterthebothofus.

Nhlakanipho:Whoaskedhimtolookafteruswhen

wehadparentstodothat?

Nkanyezi:YouhadparentstodothatbutMnqobi

andIdidn’t

Mageba:WhatareyoutalkingaboutNkanyezi?Are

youtryingtosaythatyourmotherandIwerenot

thereforyou?



Nkanyezi:That’swhatamsaying.

Smangelewasjustcryingatthispointwith

Nomalangacomfortingher.

Mageba:Howwhenyourmotherbabiedyouso

much?

Nkanyezi:Letsee,whatdoyouknowaboutmy

childhood?NothingbecauseIwasinvisibletoyou,

whatdoyounowaboutmyachievementsatschool?

Nothingbecauseeachtimeyoutoldmethanyou

willnotgothereifit’snotsomethingthatwillgive

youmoney.Whatparentmeetingdidyougotoon

mybehalf?Nonebecauseyourcowstookpriority

butMnqobiwasthereformeallthosetimes,he

becamemyfatheratverygame,everyschoolaward

ceremonyandeveryparentmeeting.Yousay

Smangelebabiedmeno!Shegavemeattention

becauseIwastheonlychildathomeandshewas

lonelybecauseyouwerebusywithyourcowsso

whatwasthenextbestthing?Togivemeattention

untilyougotback.

Mageba:Ihadtoworkforyoutobeabletostayin



thatschool,itdidn’tcostpeanutsyoubeingthere.

Nkanyezi:ThankyouforthatMagebaandIknow

verywellthatitdidn’tcostpeanutsbutfinancially

supportingmeisnotbeingafather.Youdon’teven

knowwhyleftthecountrytobeginwithnoneofyou

know.ButnowIwilltellyou,IlefttogiveMgazia

breakfromfatheringme,abreaksothathecando

whathewantsbecausehenevergotachancetodo

anythingthathewantedbecauseyouMageba

alwayschoseforhim.Fromhisstudies,hisjoband

hiswife.

Magaba:Enough!!aboutthisyoumakingmeangry,

Nhlakaniphowilltakeoverthefamilybusiness

sinceMgazisawitfittomakehimlosehisjob.

Nhlakanipho:What?No!Idon’twanttotakeover

thefamilybusinessIknownothingabout

construction!Iwantmyjobback.

Mageba:Anditseemsyouarenotgettingyourjob

backsoyouwilllearnhowthefamilybusiness

works.It’stimeanywayyoulearnthowthefamily

legacyisoperated.Mgaziyouwill...



Mnqobi:Youdon’thavetoworryaboutmeMageba

amsorted.Thefamilybusinesswasjustathingon

thesideIhavemyownjob.

Mageba:Thatissortedthen

Smangele:Mnqobiyouwillleavethatgirlnot

becauseherejectedyourbrotherandyoutookher

no!Butbecauseshecamebetweenbrothers,she

camebetweenmychildren,youboysusedtoget

alongjustfineandshecomesalongandmessedall

thatupandIwon’thavethat.

Nkanyezi:Ithinkwhatyouaretryingtosaymother

isthatNhlakaniphousedMnqobiandhelethim.

Smangele:ShutupNkanyezi!Mnqobiisyourolder

brotheranditishisjobtoprotectyoutwo.

Mnqobi:Actuallyno!It’snotmyjobtoprotectthem

it’syours,youandMagebatheyareyourchildren

notmineandIwon’tbeburdenedwithprotecting

Nhlakaniphohisdeadtomenow.TheonlybrotherI

haveisNkanyeziuntilhetoodecidetostabmein

theback.

Mageba:Whatareyousaying?Youcan’tdothat



Mgazihisyourbrother!

Mnqobi:Ijustdid,amgoingtosleepandIwillbe

outofyourhousebeforesunrise.Goodnight.

Smangele:Mnqobithisisyourhomemychildyou

can’tleavelikethat.

Mnqobi:RightnowmotherIneedtobeawayfrom

here.Don’tworryIwillcomevisitwhenamokay.

Ileavethemthereandgotomyroom.Igotinand

satonthebedthinkingaboutwhatjusthappened.

Nhlakaniphoisapathologicalliarapsychopathto

beprecise.Apersonwhohasimpairedempathy

andremorse.Hisegotisticaltraitsamazeme,how

didInotpickthisup?Hissickintheheadandit’s

notfunny.Hehasthissuperficialcharmover

everyone,hiscunningandbold.Mybrotherissick

andneedshelpbeforethisescalatesinto

somethingmore.Beforeallhissymptomsstart

manifestingbecausewhentheydo,alotofdamage

willbedone.MxmwhydoIevencare?Hejustlied

aboutmewhileIwassittingthereandamhere

psychoanalyzinghim?Forwhat?Fuck!WhydoI



care?It’snotyourproblemMnqobihehasparents

tocareforhimnow.Iconvincedmyselfandwentto

sleep.
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Mnqobi

Youknowwhenyouhavealotonyourmindevenin

yoursleepyoursubconsciousmindisworkingand

youstillwakeuptired.Rightnowthereisonlyone

personinthisworldthatcanmakemefeelbetter

andthatisNokukhanya.Iwokeupveryearlyinthe

morningthetimewasabout4:30inthemorning.I



mademybedthenwenttoshower,changedmy

clothesandwenttothekitchenandthetimewas

around5.Iwantedtomaketeabutthatwilldelay

mebecauseIdon’twanttoseeanyonefromthis

house.Iwentbackintomyroomandtookmyjacket

thenmademywayout.Iwenttoopenthegatethen

tomycaranddroveout.Ididn’tevenclosethegate

andonmywayImadeacalltomybaby,Ineedher

rightnow.Itrangforawhilebeforeshepickedup.

Convo:

Nokukhanya:Baby

Myheartwarmed,shecalledmebabythat’sagood

signright?

Mnqobi:Mylove,Ineedyou.

Shesoundedlikeshewassittingup.

Nokukhanya:Whereareyou?

Mnqobi:Onmywaytoourhousecomingfrom

home.

Nokukhanya:Iwillbetherein20minutes



Mnqobi:Thankyou.

Nokukhanya:JustgethomesafeokayIwillseeyou

justnow.

Mnqobi:Okay

Justhearinghervoiceandhercallingmebaby

mademefeelbetter.Iincreasedmyspeedwanting

togethomefaster.WhenIgotthereIopenedthe

gateanddrovein.Iparkedandwentin.Iswitchon

thelightsandwenttositonthecouch.Fewminutes

laterIheardacarpullinandIknewit’sher.

Momentslatersheopenedthedoorandwalkedin

thencloseditbehindher.Shelookedmywayand

walkedtowardsme.Shecameandstoodbetween

mylegsandlookedatme.

Nokukhanya:Areyouokay?

Mnqobi:NowthatyouhereIwillbe.

Nokukhanya:Letsgotothebedroom

She’sgavemeherhandandItookit,rightthenIfelt

thatithasbeentoolongsinceshewasinmyarms.



Istoodupandtookherinmyarmsandshelaidon

mychest.Rightheremyworldiscomplete,no

Nhlakanipho,noparentsjustmeandherinmy

arms.Myworldiscomplete.Wemovedtothe

bedroomandItookoffmyclothesandjoinedherin

bed.Ipulledhertomeandsatthereinsilence.

Nokukhanya:Talktome

Mnqobi:It’sNhlakanipho,Ithinkhissick,like

mentallyunstable.

Nokukhanya:Whydoyousaythat.

Mnqobi:Youknowwhenapersonliesaboutyou

theycan’trepeatthelieinfrontofyoubutlastnight

Nhlakanipholiedaboutmetoourparentsrightin

frontofme,hewassoboldwhenhetoldhislies,

manipulativeandcunning.Iwasrightthereandhe

keptrepeatingtheliewithnoshamewhatsoever.

Nokukhanya:Whatliewasthat?

Mnqobi:Thatdoesn’tmatter,whatworriesmeisthe

factthatthismightonlybeastartofthis.

Nokukhanya:Youdorealizethatwhatyou



describingisabehaviorofsomeonewhoisa

psychopath?

Mnqobi:That’sexactlymyworry,ifhispsychotic

thenthisisonlythebeginning.

Nokukhanya:Fornowjustwatchhisbehaviorand

takeactionwhensomethingelsehappens.

Mnqobi:AmAfraidthatwon’tbepossiblebecause

amdoneleavingmylifeprotectingNhlakanipho.

Fromnowonhehastomanupandtake

responsibilityforhisactions.

Nokukhanya:Hisstillyourbrotherthough

Mnqobi:Unfortunately!Yousaidyouwantedtotalk?

Nokukhanya:Yesaboutus

Mnqobi:BeforeyousayanythingIaskyouto

pleasedon’teventhinkaboutleavingme,Iwon’t

surviveyouleavingplease,Idon’tbegandIhavea

lotofpridebutpleaserightnowambeggingyounot

toleaveme.Iknowthatyourlifewaspeaceful

beforeyoumetmeandamsorrythatImadeImess

ofit.ButIpromisetomakeituptoyouforallthe



daysofmylife.

Nokukhanya:OhMnqobi,Iwasn’tthinkingof

leavingyou,Ijustwantedtounderstandour

relationshipthat’sall.Wehavebeentogetherfora

monthnowandIwantedtoknowwhereIstandwith

you.

Mnqobi:Ifyouarestillnotsureofwhereyoustand

withmethenthatmeansIhaven’tbeenlovingyou

right.TellmewhatIcandotoshowyouthatyou

aremyworld.Youarenotevenmymissingribbut

youaremylife.Amnewtothislovethingandam

willingtolearn,amnotgoingtosithereandlieto

youaboutknowinghowtolove.Idon’tknowhow

lovesomeonebecauseIhaveneverbeeninlove

before.BelievemeatmyageIknowitsounds

unbelievablebutit’strue,yesIhavebeenwithother

womenbeforebutnoneofthemmademefeelhow

youmakemefeel.

Nokukhanya:AndhowdoImakeyoufeel.

Mnqobi:Myheartyearnsforyourlove,whenyou

arenotinmyarmsIfeelemptyandincompletelike



somethingismissing.Whenyouareinmyarmsthe

worlddisappearsandonlymeandyouexist.Every

timeIdosomethingwrongmyheartachesbecause

Iworrythatyouwillwakeupandrealizethanam

nothingbutamonsterandleaveme.Ifearbeing

withoutyoumorethananythinginthislife,even

nowwhereamsittingIhavelostmybrotherand

mostprobablytherespectfrommyfatherthatI

havespentmostofmylifetryingtogain.Butnone

ofthatmatterstomebecauseIhaveyou,soifyou

weretoleavemethenIdon’tthinkmyheartcan

takeit.

Nokukhanya:OhMnqobiIloveyoutoojustasmuch

anditscaresmesometimesbecauseIworrythat

youwillbreakmyheart.

Mnqobi:Iloveyoubetterandrestassuredthatthe

momentyouagreedtobemineIneverlaidmyeyes

onawomanandsawheranydifferentthanwhat

sheis.Justanotherhumanbeing.

Nokukhanya:Iloveyousomuch

Mnqobi:Iloveyoumore



Sherestedherheadonmychestandwedozedoff.

Nkanyezi

Ididn’tsleepwelllastnightallbecauseof

Nomalanga,shewastossingandturningthewhole

nightthatIendedupstayingawakebecausethere

wasnouse.Istayedupthinkingaboutwhat

happenedlastnightandhowmyparentdidn’tsee

anythingwrongwithNhlakaniphoshootingMnqobi.

Itmademewonderiftheylovehimatall,no

seriouslyyouwouldwonderthesamethingifyou

wereinthatroomlisteningtothem.It’slikethey

dismissedthefactthatNhlakaniphodidMnqobi

wrongandlookatthewrongthatMnqobidid.My

parentsareselfishItellyou.Iwonderwhatiseating

thisoneupandIamwakingherupnowweneedto

talkbeforeIleavethisroom,wehavebeensharing

abedsincethatnight.Ishookherawakeandshe

wakesupandstretchesthenlooksatme.

Noma:Goodmorning



Nkanyezi:Morning

Noma:Whattimeisit?

Nkanyezi:Timetotalk

Shesitsupandlooksatme.

Noma:Whatswrong?

Nkanyezi:Youtellme,youhavebeentossingand

turningallnight.Whatisit?

Noma:It’sjust...justthatitfeltwrongthatyouwere

here.

Nkanyezi:WhyisitsuddenlywrongthatIspentmy

nightherelastnightwhenwehavespentournights

togetherforoveramonthnow?

Noma:YourBrotherwashereNkanyezijustinthe

otherroom,whatwouldhavehappenedshouldhe

havecometosleephereandfindyouhere.

Nkanyezi:Hasmybrothereversharedabedwith

you?

Noma:No

Nkanyezi:Hasheeversleptinthishousesinceyou



arrived?

Noma:No

Nkanyezi:Sowhatmadeyouthinkhewasgoingto

comeherelastnight.

Noma:Idon’tknow,Iwasjustscaredokay

Nkanyezi:OkayIunderstandyourfearsbutwehave

beentogetherforover6weeksnow,don’tyouthink

it’stimetotelltheparents?

Noma:Notnow,let’swaitforthemtocalmdown

afterthiswholethingthathappenedlastnight.

Nkanyezi:OkayIunderstandthenthat’snota

problemwewillwaitbutyouwillneveragainactthe

wayyoudidbecauseofMgazi.

Noma:Iwon’tIpromise

Nkanyezi:Good,didyourperiodscomeyet?

Noma:NoItoldyoumyperiodsareirregular,one

monththeycomeandthentakeanothertwo

monthsforthemtocomeagain.

Nkanyezi:Sotheymaynotshowforthenexttwo



monthsandshowagain?

Noma:Yes

Nkanyezi:Okay

Iwashopingthatshewaspregnantthatwayitwill

beeasierfortheparenttoletmemarryherandtake

herwithme.IboughtahouseinMhlangaandIwas

hopingtomoveintherewithher.ButIguesswewill

havetowaitalittlelongertotelltheparentsand

praythatsheispregnantbecausethatwillhelpusa

lot.Yesshedoesn’tknowthatismyplanbutwhat

elsecanIdotofreeherfromthoseselfishpeopleI

callparents?

Lani

Havingmybabybackhomemadeeveryonehappy.

Amgladthatshebackanddoesn’tseemtobe

traumatizedbywhatshewentthrough.Lastnight

wehaddinnertogetherandwewerelaughingand

jokingaroundlikenothinghappenedandIlikethe



factthatitwasn’tforced.Butthismorningshewoke

upandleftlikeathiefatnight.Amsureithadtodo

withMnqobi,asmuchasIdon’tlikethembeing

togetherhemakesherhappyandthatismypriority

keepingherhappy.Iwaswokenupbyaphonecall

informingmethatZwelethuisoutofthecoma,that

cameasareliefformebecauseifhehaddiedthen

thatwouldmeanhedidn’tsufferthewayIwanted

himtoforkillinghiswifelikethatandtreatingmy

babyliketrash.Rightnowhisfirststresswillbethe

factthathecan’tpayhishospitalbillbecauseeven

theoffshoreaccounthewasusing,Ihaditclosed.

Let’sseehowhesurviveswithoutitorhowhewill

payhishospitalbill.Nowismytimetomakehim

payforwhathisdonetomybaby.

LetthegamesbeginZwelethuLuthuli

Ihopeit’slonger

#MaMoloi



[07/25,16:59]Tate:TheLight

Insert52

Nkanyezi

Twomonthslater

Thepasttwomonths,what’scanIsay?Theyhave

beenhellformeandNomalanga.Thehoneymoon

stageislonggoneandtooquicklyifImightadd.

Nowweintheoldmarriedcouplestage,astage

whereIhavetoapologizeforshitIdon’tevenknow

andamtiredfam.Notofherbutofherbehavior

lately,shecriesfornoreasonandjusttheother

timeafterdoingdeliveriesshesaidshewashungry,

finenotaproblemsoIaskedforustogoandbuy

foodshesaidshewastiredandwillwaitformein

thecar.IwentandboughtfoodandwhenIcame

backshewasbowlinghereyesoutlikeawidow.I



panickedthinkingthatsomethingmighthave

happenedwhileIwasawayandguesswhatshe

saidwhenIaskedherwhat’swrong,shesaidandI

quote“youdon’twanttogivemefood”andshe

startedcryingalloveragain.Iwasshockedashell

becauseIdidn’teventakethatlongandshedidn’t

evenwantthefoodanymoreshesaidImust

continuetostarvehertodeathbecauseshecan

seethatismyplan.Likewhatthehell?Whatthe

fuckinghellPeople?Thenwaitforit...noteven5

kilometersintotheroadshereachesforthepaper

bagandtookthefood,Ikeptquietassheateand

evenatemyownfoodandwhenIaskedshesaid

“servesyourightforwantingtostarveme”.Fine

thebehaviorcontinuedandIthoughtyouknow

whatamgoingtoavoidhersoinsteadofgoingwith

herfordeliveriesIdecidedtogowithMagebatothe

farms.Ididthatfortwodaysthenonthesecond

dayshesentmeamessagesayingthatweshould

breakupbecauseshecanseethatIdon’twanther

anymore.Ipanickedonceagainandwenttobeg

hernottoleaveme.Finewewereokaybutstillher

behaviorcontinued,justyesterdayIwokeupto



sniffing,IreachedtohersideanditwasemptyI

panickedyetagain,amtellingyouthiswomanis

goingtokillmewithheartattackoneofthesedays

thewayshemakesmepanic.Ilookedaroundinthe

darkbecauseIwasstilldisoriented,Icametoand

switchedonthelightsandsawhersittingonthe

floorleaningagainstthebedcrying.Iwentand

joinedher,Iaskedwhatwaswrong,sometimesI

believeamstupidbecauseeverytimeIaskthis

questionit’salwaysmewho’sinthewrongandwait

forit,IdidwrongagainandguesswhatIdidwrong?

ShesaidandIhavetoquotethisshesaid“youare

asleepyetIcan’tfallasleep”IthoughtIwashearing

thingsforrealandIaskedagain,BigmistakeItell

youbecauseitwaslikeapressedabuttonforherto

cryevenmore.Iapologizedagainpickedherupand

laidheronmychest,shefellasleep5minuteslater

whichwasstrangeforhertowakeupanyway

becausethewayshesleepsthesedaysshedoesn’t

evenwakeupat5anymore.IhavebeeninhellandI

don’tknowwhattodotofixmyrelationship.Ilove

NomalangaandIdon’twanttogetboredofher

becauseherbehavior.



Noma:Nkanyezi

Therewegoagain.

Nkanyezi:Yesmysunlight

Noma:Amnotfeelingwell.

Nkanyezi:Whatswrongbaby?

Noma:Idon’tknow,Ifeelhotrightnow.

Nkanyezi:Butyouareonlywearingashortsleeve

top.

Noma:ExactlyIshouldn’tbefeelingthishot.

Nkanyezi:Okaythenlet’sgotothecarsoIcan

switchontheairconforyou.

Shegetsupbutquicklyholdsontomyarmfor

balance.Iholdhertostandupstraight.

Nkanyezi:Whatswrong?

Noma:Ifeeldizzy

Nkanyezi:Okaythat’sit...Ipickherupandgotothe

canwithher.Iopenedandputheronthepassenger

seatthenswitchedontheaircon.Themomentit



hitsherfaceshelooksrelievedassheexhalesand

closeshereyesenjoyingthecoldair.Itakebottled

waterandopeneditforherthengaveittoherto

drink.Shetakesitanddrinkshalfthethinginone

go.

Nkanyezi:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Noma:Muchbetterthankyou

Nkanyezi:Okay,don’tyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Noma:Noamfine,justtakemehome.

Nkanyezi:Okaythenputyourseatbackandrelax

okaymaybetrytosleepIwillwakeyouupwhenwe

gethome.

Noma:Okaythen

Sheadjustedherseatbackandrestsherhead.I

wenttomysideandgotinthenstartedthecarand

droveoff.InnotimeIhearlittlesnoresandIknow

she’sasleep.

Mnqobi



MybabycametovisitmehereinJoburgthisweek

andweareoutshoppinginSandtoncity.Idon’t

knowwhatmenmeanwhentheysayshoppingwith

theirwomenisboring.Iforoneloveshoppingwith

mybaby,Ilikewatchinghermodelformedifferent

outfitswhileamsittingtheresippingchampagneas

sheshops.Yessippingchampagnebecauseinthe

placesthatweshopatwhenIgetintheowneror

managerpolitelyaskstherestofthepeopletogo

outthenmeandmybabyshopinpeace.Youmight

askwhythathappenswellit’ssimple,amaVIPor

shallIsayweareVIPsandwhenIshopIdon’t

spentlessthan250kbutwithmybabynowinthe

pictureineachboutiqueIspendmorethanthatso

wedeservethetreatmentwearegetting.It’sbeen

twomonthsandImustsaythingsaregoingvery

wellbetweenwiththetwoofus.Sowecreatedthis

traditionthateverytimeshecomestoJoburgwego

shoppingsothatshecangetthelatestclothingline

fromherfavoriteboutiqueswhileIgetmyselfnew

tailoredsuits.IthasbeenfunformebecauseIget



toshowherofftoalltoseethatshe’smine.

Nokukhanya:Ithinkamdonenowbaby

Mnqobi:Okaythenmylovegivetheladywhatyou

aretakingsothatIcanpaywhileyouchange.

Nokukhanya:Okayandamfamished.

Mnqobi:Wewillgoeatafterthis.

Nokukhanya:Greatletmegochange

ShegoestochangewhileIpay,shecomesoutand

wethankthemanagerthengooutholdinghands.I

lovehavingherhandinminewhenwewalkin

public.Wewalktotheparkinglotandwemeet

Nhlakanipho,hiswithaNokukhanyalookalike,the

bodyshape,thetype,thegirlisexactlylike

Nokukhanyajustthatshe’sdarkskinned.Okay,they

passusandhedoesn’tevengreetandIwasn’t

expectinghimtobecausewearenotonspeaking

terms.NhlakaniphomovedtoJoburgtorunthe

familybusinessbuthisnotrunningthefamily

businessbecausetheCEOisstillthesamepersonI

putincharge.Butthat’snoneofmybusiness,I

haven’tbeenhomesincebutIthinkit’stimeIgo



backnowandtalktoMagebaaboutmarrying

Nokukhanya.Wegettothecarandputthebagsin

thengotoourfavoriterestauranttoeat.Wegetour

favoritetablebythewindowandNhlakaniphois

thereandtheyaresittingonthetablerightbehind

uslikeliterallyrightbehindus.

Nokukhanya:Wecanleaveifyoulike

Mnqobi:Nonsense,wecameheretoeatandthat’s

whatwearegoingtodo.Youlovethisrestaurant

andyoumademefallinlovewiththeirfoodaswell,

sowearenotleaving.

Nokukhanya:Okaythen

Awaitercomesandbringsourdrinks,theyknow

ourpoisonbecausewecomehereeverysecond

weekofthemonthwhenmybabyishere.Weplace

ourordersandheleaves.

Mnqobi:SoIwantedtorunsomethingbyyou.

Nokukhanya:Okaywhatisit?

Mnqobi:Iwantustomovetothenextlevelofour

relationship,Iknowwehaven’tbeentogetherfor



longbuttomeitfeelslikeIhaveknownyoufor

years.

Nokukhanya:Ifeelthesamewaybaby,sothenext

stepwouldbe?

Mnqobi:Togetmarried

Nokukhanya:Butyouarealreadymarried.

Mnqobi:Traditionallyyes,wewillhaveawhite

weddingandyouwillbeintroducedtomyancestors.

EverythingwillbedonetheproperwaybutfirstI

wanttogohomeandtalktomyfatheraboutthis

thenwecanmoveforward.

Nokukhanya:OkayIunderstandthatsoIdon’tseea

problemwithit.

Mnqobi:Thankyouforunderstandingmylove,so

thisweekendIwillgohomeandwecansortthis

out.Sothatthenexttimeyousayammarrieditwill

onlybetoyou.

Nokukhanya:Ilovethesoundofthat.

Mnqobi:AndIloveyou.

Nokukhanya:Iloveyoutoo,don’tyouthinkweare



movingalittlefastthough?

Mnqobi:Tomewecanbetogetherforyearsbutit

won’tchangethefactthatIwantyoutobemywife.

Nokukhanyaamnotinthisrelationshiptoplay,I

knowwhatIwantandthatisyou,Godorwhoeveris

outtheregavemesomethingIneverthoughtI

wouldhave,theygavemeloveandIwillbedamned

ifIletyougoorwastetimelearningthekindof

personyouarebecauseit’snotgoingtochange

anything.Youareitforme.

Nokukhanya:Howcanisaynowhenyouputitthat

way.Let’sdothisbecauseIalsowanttobeyours

andyoursalone.

Mnqobi:Thankyousomuchmylove,youdon’t

knowhowhappyyouhavejustmademe.Thank

youMaLithuli.

Nokukhanya:NothankyouforchoosingmeMgazi.

Hercallingmebymyclannamejustdoesthingsto.

IhavebeencalledMgazibymyfather,Nkanyezi

andevenNomalangabutnoneofthemmademe

feelthiswaywhentheycalledmethat.But



Nokukhanya,whenshesaysit,myheartbeamsand

skipabit,IfeelwarmandfuzzyinsidethatIjust

wanttotakeherinmyarmsandkissher.Infactam

goingtodothatnow.Igetupfrommyseat.

Nokukhanya:Whereareyougoing?

Idon’tanswerIjustgotohersideandbentmy

upperbodyandkissher.“SweetJesus!”Iwillnever

getusedtoherlips.It’slikeamkissingherforthe

firsttimeeachtimeIkissher.Everydayshedoes

somethingthatjustmakemefallinlovewithher

evenmore.ButonethingIdon’tlikebutcameto

understandishergift,shewillseethingsonpeople

andhearvoicesandwhenthathappensshecan’t

leaveuntilshetalkstotheperson.Ithashappened

manytimes,sometimesIgetsojealousespecially

whenshehastohelpaman.AllIwanttodois

punchtheminthefaceforgettingsoclosetoher.

AfterpullingoutofyetanotherintoxicatingkissI

lookatadmirablyandIhearsomeonesaying

Voice:Really!!

Thenachairthatisbeingpushedbackandweboth



look,it’sNhlakaniphoandhisdate.Hetakesouta

fewnotesfromhiswalletandplacethemonthe

tableandthenleave.Ohkay!

Nokukhanya:Whatwasthat?

Mnqobi:Jealouspeople

Welaughedandcontinuedwithourmeal.

Yuinn

It’sbeentwomonthsnowandtheplanformy

revengeisinplace,amjustwaitingforan

opportunitytopresentitselfthenItakeaction.That

guytrickedmeandnowit’stimeforhimtopayfor

whathisgone.Nobodytricksmelikethatandmake

meloosesomuchfornothing.HewillpayandIlike

thefactthathisnolongerpartoftheForce.YesI

gotinformationthathewaskickedoutandnoI

don’tknowifit’strueornot.Itmightbeasetupto

catchme,hemightbebaittoluremeinbutIwill

watchhimfor3moreweeks,sendmymentohim.I



wanthimtoseethembutnotattack,Iwanttosee

hisreactionafterthatthenIattack.Hemessedwith

thewrongguyandhisgoingtolearnthatthehard

way.

Pleaseshare

#MaMoloi
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Nkanyezi

MrHurmanas:ThankyouMrZulu,yourvegetables

arealwaysfreshandmycustomersarealways

happywiththem.

Nkanyezi:AmgladwecouldbeofserviceMr



Hurmanasandthankyouforyourbusiness.

MrHurmanas:It’sapleasuredoingbusinesswith

you.Youareneverlatefordeliveriesandyour

productisalwaysfreshwhichiswhyIwantto

renewmycontractwithyou.

Nkanyezi:Thatwouldbegreatweappreciateit.

MrHurmanas:CometomyofficeOnMondayso

thatwecansign.

Nkanyezi:Wewillbethere.Thankyou.

It’sFridaymorningandwejustdeliveredforMr

Hermanus.Hishappywithourwork,forour

vegetablestobedeliveredfreshwehaveguys

workingatthefieldfrom3Aminthemorning

harvesting.Wehavebiglightsthereoperatingon

generatortohelpthemwiththework.Theyharvest

andpackoncrates,packinthetruckthenadriver

deliversthetruckathomeat6inthemorningthen

wetakeitanddelivertoourclients.Imustsayit

hasbeenworkingverywell.IleaveMrHurmanas

andwalkbacktothecarwhereIleftNomalanga.

WhenIgettothecarandopenedthecarisfreezing



cold,theairconisonmaxbutNomalangais

sweatinglikepigsheeventookoffhertopand

she’sleftwithherbra.

Nkanyezi:Mysunlightwhatisgoingon?

Noma:Amfeelingso...so..

Shedidn’tfinishwhatshewantedtosaybecause

fainted.Istartthefreezerofacaranddrivestraight

totheemergencyroom.Ontheroadamflyingand

panickingatthesametime.Somethingiswrong

withherbecausenobodyfaintsfornoreason.Iget

totheemergencyatnetcareandwhentheyseeher

theydon’taskquestionstheytakeherawayandam

lefttofillinthepaperwork.Idon’tknowhowmany

timesImadeamistakeandaskedfornewcopies

becausemyheadwasnotinit.Mymindwason

Nomalangaandthesepaperswerejustawasteof

mytime.Ifinallyfinishedandwenttowaitforthe

doctorinthewaitingroom,Isatthereforaboutan

hourbeforeIsawthedoctorapproaching.Istoop

upandmethimhalfway.

Nkanyezi:Doctorhowisshe?



Dr:She’sfineandisawake

Nkanyezi:CanIseeher?

Dr:Yescomeletsgo

Ifollowedthedoctortoherwardandshewas

awake

Nkanyezi:Heybabyhowareyoufeeling?

Noma:Amfinejustabittired

Nkanyezi:Drwhatiswrongwithher?

Dr:MrsZuluwouldyoulikehimtobeherewhenI

tellyouyourdiagnosis?

Noma:YesDoctoryoucantellmewhilehishere.

Dr:Okaythen,MrsZuluthereisnothingwrongwith

youbutyouarepregnantcongratulations.

Nkanyezi:She’swhat?

Dr:She’stwomonthsand3weekspregnantalmost

finishedwithherfirsttrimester.

Noma:Areyousure?

Shelookedscared



Dr:VerysureMrsZuluIdidthetesttwice,youare

pregnant.

Nkanyezi:Iseverythingokaywiththebaby?Imean

becausetherewerenosymptomslikemorning

sicknessandallthatjustmoodswings.

Dr:Noteveryonehasmorningsicknessbutmajority

ofwomendo.SoIguessMrsZuluisoneofthe

luckyfew,themoodswingsarealsocausedbythe

pregnancyherImotionsareallovertheplaceat

thismoment.

Nomalangawasquietallthistimejustlookingat

thewindow.

Dr:Ihavereferredyoutooneofourbest

gynecologistDrKalimshewillcomeinshortlyand

dowhatneedstobedone.

Nkanyezi:ThankyouDoctor

HewalkedoutandIturnedtolookatNomalanga.

Nkanyezi:Baby

Noma:Ampregnant

Nkanyezi:Yesbabywearepregnant



Noma:StopsmilingNkanyeziampregnantandwith

yourchild.

Nkanyezi:Ican’tstopsmilingbecauseamhappy

thatwearegoingtohaveachild.

Noma:Youdon’tgetitdoyou?

Nkanyezi:Igetit,wearepregnantandtellingthe

parentsaboutusandthebabywhenwegethome

thenafterthatammarryingyou.

Noma:Youdon’tget!Youjustdon’tgetit!

Nkanyezi:Thenmakemegetit,makeme

understandwhyyouarefreakingoutrightnow.

Noma:Nkanyeziyouaremyhusbandsyounger

brotherandampregnantwithyourchild,whatdo

youthinktheparentswillsay?OhmyGodmyfather,

hisgoingtobesodisappointedinme,Idisgraced

hisnameohmyGod!

Nkanyezi:OkayIdon’tunderstandwhyitmatters

thatamyoungerthanyouorthatamMnqobi’s

brother.WeknewthatallalongIdon’tgetwhyit’sa

problemnow.ButIdounderstandyourfrustration



whenitcomestoourparentsbutIforonedon’t

carewhattheyhavetosay,Nomalangayouhave

beenaprisonerinthathousewithnolife

whatsoeverandahusbandthatneverlovedyou.So

whointheirrightmindwillbeagainstyouhavinga

lifeofyourown.Yestheywillbedisappointedbut

theydon’thavearighttotellyouwhattodo,youare

oldenoughtoknowwhatyouaredoing.Soplease

don’tstressmybaby.

Noma:AmreallyscaredNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:Don’tbeamaman,financiallystablewith

myowncompanyandhouse.Icantakecareofyou

andmychild.Sodon’tstressbecauseIwillbethere

everystepoftheway.

Shelaidherheadonmyshoulder,Iknowshe’sstill

scaredbutthisisgoingtobeherwayoutofher

marriagetoMnqobiandforhertohaveherownlife.

DrKalimcameanddidtheultrasoundNomalanga

isactually3monthsand4dayswhichmeansshe’s

passedthefirsttrimesterandisnowstartingthe

second.Shewantedtomonitorherforacoupleof

hourssinceshefaintedsowestayeduntilshewas



dischargedat9PMatnight.Weagreedontelling

theparentstomorrowmorning.It’sSaturdayand

normallyonweekendsthedriverdoesthedeliveries

andwegettorest.Sowhenwegothomeshewent

straighttobedwithoutshowering,Iguessshe’s

tired.

Mnqobi

Igothomeintheearlyhoursofthemorningat

around6,Isleptfortwohoursuntilmymotherwoke

meupforbreakfast.Itookashowerandwentto

joineveryoneforbreakfast.

Mnqobi:Morning

Nkanyezi:Mgaziamgladyouhere

Helookedexcitedtoseeme.

Mnqobi:Amhappytobehere

Smangele:Yesit’sbeentoolong,howhaveyou

been.



Mnqobi:Ihavebeenwellmothernocomplaints.

Mageba:MmmhowisNhlakaniphodoing?Ever

sincehelefthedoesn’tcalloranswerourcalls.

Mnqobi:Idon’tknowMageba.

Mageba:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow?

Mnqobi:Imeanexactlythat.

WefinishedbreakfastinsilenceandthenSmangele

andNomalangaclearedthetable.

Mnqobi:CanwegototheloungeIwanttotalkyou

aboutsomething.

Wemovedtotheloungesatdown.

Mnqobi:MagebaIcameheretotalktoyouabout

takingawife.Ihavefoundawomanthatmakesme

happyandIwanttotakeherasmywife.

Smangele:Amlongasit’snotthewomanwho

causedadriftbetweenyouandyourbrotherthen

amfinewithit.

Mnqobi:Sheisthesamewomanmother

Noma:AmsorrybutcanIsaysomething?



Smangele:Yesgoahead

Noma:ThelasttimeIcheckedIwasthefirstwifeof

MgaziandbytraditionIhavetoagreetothis

secondwifething.SoMgaziyoushouldbeasking

metotakeasecondwifenotyourparents.

Smangele:She’srightyoushouldhavespokento

herfirst.

Nkanyezi:NomalangawhydoyoucarewhatMgazi

doesordoesn’tdo?

Mageba:She’shaseveryrighttosaysomething

she’sthefirstwifeafterallandMgazican’tjustdo

anythinghewantswithoutherapproval.

Noma:Ijustwantthingstobedoneproperlythat’s

all.

Nkanyezi:Youwantthingstobedoneproperlyyou

say,whendidMgazibecomeahusbandtoyoufor

himtorunthingsbyyou?

Noma:That’snotthepointthepaintisthatamhis

firstwifeandhewassupposedtoaskmefor

permissiontotakeasecondwifeandIrefuse.



Nkanyezi:AndIrefusetoletyoudothis,Mgazihas

therighttotakeawifeandyouhavenosayaboutit.

Mageba:ShedoeshaveasayNkanyezi

Nkanyezi:Notifshe’scarryingmychildshedoesn’t.

Hesaidandwalkedout.Itbecamesilentasweall

processedwhatwassaid.

Smangele:NomalangawhatisNkanyezitalking

about?

Shelookeddownandsniffed.Wowthatconfirmsit

then.IwalkedoutandfollowedNkanyezi.Ifound

himbythekraallookingatthehorizon,Iwentand

stoodnexttohim.

Nkanyezi:AmsorryMgazi,itjusthappenedandI

didn’tmeantodisrespectyou.Amreallysorry.

Mnqobi:Idon’tunderstandwhatyouaresorryfor,

youdidmeahugefavorbecauseIdidn’twantmy

babytobethesecondwifeIwanthertobetheonly

wife.NowwithNomalangapregnantwithyourchild

thenparentshavenochoicebutletyoumarryherif

that’swhatyouwantthentherewon’tbeasecond



wife.

Nkanyezi:Soyounotmadatme?

Mnqobi:WhywouldIbe?Youloveherdon’tyou?

Nkanyezi:Idobutwhatshesaidpissedmeoff,I

meanwejustgotthenewsofherpregnancy

yesterdayandtodayweweregoingtotellthemthen

shegoesanddoesthis.

Mnqobi:Wellyouwillhavetotalktoheraboutitand

getherreasonsamjusthappythatIwon’thaveher

asmywifeandamhappyforyoueventhoughyou

weretooforwardandmadeababybeforeyourbig

brother.

Shelaughedalittle

Nkanyezi:WellIcouldn’thelpitMgazi

Mnqobi:Thenamfiningyouanicebottleofwhiskey

andcigarsforhavingababybeforeme.Youknow

it’sdisrespectfulright?

Helaughedsomemore.

Nkanyezi:IhaveneverheardofthatMgazi



Mnqobi:Wellinmybooksitexistsoyouoweme

littlebrother

Nkanyezi:IwillpayMgaziandthankyouforyour

blessings.

Mnqobi:Aslongasyouarehappy.

Nkanyezi:Iam

Insidethehouse

Smangele:Weenjaaa!!masimbanilanuwenzile?...

youdog!!whatisthisshitthatyouhavedone?

Noma:Amsorrymah.

Smangele:Umawakhounjengami?Uvulelaingane

eluhlazaimilenzeuzeuyimithele!Yinganeu

Nkanyezisalukazindiniubucangani?....doesyour

motherlooklikeme?Youopenyourlegsforachild

thengetpregnantforhim,Nkanyeziisachildyou

oldhag!Whatwereyouthinking?

Mageba:YouhavedisappointedmeNomalanga



Nkanyeziisnoteventhesecondbornhisthelast

born.Wayyoungerthanyou,inthishouseyou

cameashisolderbrother’swifebutthenyougo

andlaywiththeyoungest.That’sanabomination

andyouneedtocleansethishouseforthat.Ablack

cowwillbeneededtocleansethishouseanda

whitemalegoattoappeasetheancestors.You

havebroughtnothingbutshameintothisfamily

andyourfathermusthearofthis.

Smangele:Unamanyalanjewena!!Siesmaanyou

didallthisrightundermyroof?Thisisrape!!You

corruptedmyson!Youhavenoshame!Adisgrace

toallthewomenoutthere.Ukhiphelesosisufuthi

uhlukanenenganiyami....abortthatchildandleave

mysonalone.

Nkanyezi:Didshemaybegivebirthtomeormaybe

changemynappiesandwherethehelldidyouget

therighttoaskformychildtobeaborted?

HesaidcominginwithMnqobibehindhim,they

walkedinandsatdown.

Smangele:Thatchildisanabomination!!Yousay



shedidn’tgivebirthtoyoubutwhenshegothere

youwerestillinschool!Sheusedmakelunchboxes

foryouandtodaysheseesyouasmanenoughto

sleepwithyou?Whatthehellisthat?

Nkanyezi:Yaziyhiningiqedileminala,kucacile

kuminaukuthibekumnandikiningokuuNomalanga

ebeyisigcilasenulaykhaya.Kozekubeyininiehlezi

la?...youknowwhatamdonehere,it’scleartome

thatitwasnicetoyouwhenNomalangawasyour

slaveinthishouse.Tillwhenwillshestayhere?

Mageba:Youseemtoforgetthatweaskedherto

gobacktoherhomebutsherefused.Sowhatwe

dowithherisuptous,wepaidforherafterall.

Nkanyezi:Paidforher?Doyouevenhearthewords

comingoutofyourmouth?Paidforherlikeshe’s

somepropertyyoucanown.MagebaNomalangais

ahumanbeingincaseyoudidn’tnotice,youcan’t

ownherlikeshe’ssomeslaveintheoldendaysthat

youcanbuy.

Mageba:Humanbeingthatwepaidfor,shedidn’t

evenwanttogobackhomebecausesheknewshe



doesn’tbelongthereanymoreshebelongstous.

Smangele:Wetookhertoschoolsothatshecanbe

usefultous.

Nkanyezi:Dothisformebothofyou,counthow

muchyouspendonherincludingthelobolayou

paidforherthenIwillwriteyouacheque.

Nomalangagopackyoubagsweleaving.

Mnqobi:Iguessit’ssettledthen,amtakingmywife.

Smangele:Don’tbringthatgirlherewenaMnqobi!

Yourbrotherisoutthereandyoudon’tevenknow

whatisgoingonwithhimyetyoubusyrunning

aroundwithaloosewoman.

Mnqobi:Alosewoman

Smangele:Yesaloosewomanwhosleptwithyour

brotherthenmovedontoyou.Idon’twantthatin

myhousedoyouhearme?

Mnqobi:Ifonlyyouknewmotherifonlyyouknew.

ButIguesslosingtwoofyoursonsisokayaslong

asNhlakaniphoishappyright?

Mageba:ThisisnotaboutNhlakaniphoit’sabout



thefactthatyouchosehiswomanandyourbrother

hereimpregnatedawomanoldenoughtobehis

mother.

Nkanyezi:Thatwomanoldenoughtobemymother

makesmehappyandshe’scarryingyourfirstborn

grandchild.Atleastyoushouldbehappyaboutthat.

Mnqobi:AndIammarryingthewomanIloveloose

ornot.

NomalangacameinwithherbagsNkanyezitook

thebagsfromherwhileSmangelelookedatherin

disgust.Nkanyezicamebackandtook

Nomalanga’shandandtheywentout.

Mnqobi:IwillbegettingengagedinamonthandI

willwaitanothertwomonthsbeforeaskinguncle

Muz’uvukileanduncleMakhosinitogoaskforher

handinmarriage.Inthattimedecideifyoustill

wantmeasyoursonornot.IfnotIwillbetaking

mywifetouncleMakhosiniforalltheritualssince

histheoldestthenafterthatyouwillbedeadtome

justlikeyourprecioussonNhlakanipho.Havea

goodday.



IwalkedoutandsaidmygoodbyestoNkanyeziand

Nomalangabeforetheydroveoff.Isuddenlylike

NomalangaforfallingformybrotherandIlovemy

brotherevenmoreforbeingamanandstandingup

forherlikethat.Rightnowit’slikeIcanfinallysee

myparentsforwhotheyreallyare,firsttheyhave

favoritesamongsttheirchildrenwhichissomething

Ivownevertodowithmine.Secondlytheyare

selfishbecauseifitwereanyoneelsetheywouldbe

happythatNomalangafinallyfoundsomeonewho

lovedherandevenhappierthatit’soneoftheir

sonsbecauseshewillremainasZuluwife.Young

ornotNkanyeziseemstoloveNomalangaandis

evenhappieraboutthefactthatshe’spregnant.His

notyounganymore,hisaresponsiblemanandam

proudofhim.

SorryIdidn’tpostyesterdayIwasn’tfeelingwell.

ButItriedtodayIhopeyouallunderstand.



Pleasesharewestillneedtogrowthisfamily.

#MaMoloi

[07/25,16:59]Tate:TheLight

Insert54

Khangelani

Newspresenter:Weinterrupttheprogramtobring

youbreakingnews,policehavefoundawoman

murderedatSandtonhotel,thewomanwasbrutally

murderedandtheletter“M”wascurvedonher

chest.Thewomancameintothehotellastnight

andcollectedakeytoaroomthatwasalreadypaid

foronline.Todaythewomanwasfounddeadby

housekeepingofthehotel.Policearestill

investigatingtheidentityofthewomanbutare

treatingthemurderasverysensitive.Theyarestill

investigatingwhattheletter“M”onthewoman’s



cheststandsfor,thepolicealsoappealtothepublic

foranyonewhohasanyinformationaboutthe

womanonthepicturemustcomeforward.Other

othernews.

Iswitchedoffthetvandtookmyphoneanddialed

security.

Convo:

Man:Boss

Lani:Increasesecurityonmydaughter

Man:Butsirthecommanderalreadyhassecurity

forher.

Lani:Idon’tcareshe’smydaughterandIwant

moresecurityonher.

Man:Yessir

Lani:Today

Man:Gotitsir

Icutthecall,Idon’twanttosoundparanoidbutthe

womaninthepicturelookslikemybaby.Idon’t



wanttojumpintoconclusionsoranythingbutI’d

ratherbesafethansorry,she’salreadybeen

kidnappedonceandIwillbedamnedifIlet

anythingelsehappentoher.Itookmycarkeysand

drovetothehospital,Zwelethuisbeingreleased

todayandIwanttobethere.Igotthereandparked

thenwentinandwalkedallthewaytohisward.His

sittingonthebedwithhiselbowsonhiskneesand

coveringhisfacewithhishands.

Lani:MrLuthuli

Zwelethu:OhthankGodyouarehere,theywentto

getthehospitallawyermybillisover500kand

somehowIcan’taccessmyaccount.

Lani:Whatdoesthathavetodowithmethough?

Zwelethu:Ineedyourhelpman,Ican’tbe

humiliatedlikethis,helpmepaythebillthenwhen

amoutofhereIwillsortoutmyaccountsandpay

youback.

Lani:Whydon’tyoucalloneofyourassociatesto

helpyouout?Imeanyoualreadyaccusedmeof

wantingyoudeadsoIwouldn’twanttobe



associatedwithyou.EvennowIcametoseeifyou

areokayforthesakeofmydaughter.

Zwelethu:Forthesakeofherpleasehelpmeout

manplease,myassociatesdon’twantanythingto

dowithmeatthemomentbecauseIlosttheir

investments.

Lani:AmsorrythereisnothingIcandobutdoget

wellyoursonneedsyou.

Isaidandwalkedoutofthere.Itfeltgoodseeing

himbeglikethis,themightyZwelethuLuthuli

businessmongolandthemostarrogantmanIhave

everseen.Payinghospitalbillsisjustthebeginning,

Iwanttoseehimsufferforwhathedidtomybaby

andhermother.

Nokukhanya

Amsittingwithmygirlshavinglunch,it’sbeena

whilesincewedidthissotodayIthoughtaget

togetherwillbenice.



Sage:Yhoofriendyouhavenoidea

Buhle:NomanSagestartfromthebeginningIonly

gotthisinthemiddle.

Sage:Yhoofriend!TheweekendIhadyouwon’t

believe.

Nokukhanya:Tellherwhathappened

mngani...friend

Sage:Ngizomtshelamnganingobanjeangizange

minangahlangananentoenje....Iwilltellherfriend

becausethisIhaveneverbeenthrough.

Buhle:Yhinikanti....whatisit?

Sage:PatienceYhoo.AnywayImetthisguynoso

longagoandthechemistrybetweenuswasjustout

ofthisworldmyfriendandknowingmemyfriendI

couldn’twaittoexplorewhereitwilltakeus.But

YhoofrienddidthemanplayhardtogetYhoo

friendIgotsoannoyedthatItoldhimthatIdon’t

thinkIcan’tgoonwithhimanymore.

Buhle:Soyoubrokeupwithamanyouhad

chemistrywithbecausehewouldn’tgiveyouhis



cock?

Sage:Heyiwena...heyyouthatthingislifeandthat

guywasjustrunningawaywithitandIcouldn’t

havethat.

Buhle:Yhoo

Nokukhanya:AmdonewithSageBuhlebecause

shehaszeropatience.

Sage:HeyleavemealoneandBuhledoyouwant

metocontinueornot?

Buhle:Sorryfriendcontinue

Sage:SoMngani(friend)hecalledmetocometo

hisplaceandsaidhewantedtoseemeonelast

timebeforewebreakup.Iwentfriendsandthat

wasthebiggestmistakeofmylifeItellyou.WhenI

gotthereIknockedandheopenedwearingan

apronandholdingaknife.Helookedatmeforthe

longestoftimesthatIeventhoughtthatIhad

somethingonmyface.Hefinallymovedformeto

walkinafterwhatfeltlikeeternity,Iwalkedinand

wenttositbutheaskedmetogetupandIdidhe

pushedmebackandIfellonthecouchfriend,



beforeIcouldregisterwhatwasgoingonhewent

tomyprivateswithaknifeandIfrozefriendsyhooo

thingswedoformen!!Willgetuskilledoneday.

SheclappedherhandsinadramaticwayandBuhle

andIweredeadwithlaughter.

Sage:Hlekanikumandiangithi?Hlekanikebangani

Kodwanisezokhalangelinyeilangangobangizofa!!

YazingizofaYhoo!!....laughit’sniceright?Laugh

myfriendsbutyouwillcryoneofthesedays

becauseIwilldie!!YouknowIwilldieyhoo

Nokukhanya:Sorryfriendcontinue

Sage:Yaziniyadina?...youguysareannoyingyou

know?

Wekeptquietandsuppressedthelaughterandshe

continued.

Sage:HeyfriendsIfrozewhileIwasstillafrozen

chickenonthecouchtherippedmyjeansopenwith

knifemngani(friend)anditwentgrrrrrrrYhooatthat

timeIdidn’tevenknowifitwasmyjeansheopened

ormywholestomachwithintestines.Yhootheway

IwasshockedfriendIhadnowords,nowIwason



thecouchmyprivatesrightathisfacesandmy

jeanonelegfittedonminebutitwasnolongera

jean.Hethenrippedmyfavoritethongwiththat

knifeandIwasjustbarefriendforalltosee.He

thenusedhissalivaaslubethenenteredmehey

friendthatmantookmetoheavenandonourway

backwetookadetourtoPluto,MarsandJupiter.

WhenwefinallylandedonEarthIwasalreadyin

love.Whenhewasdonehewenttothebathroom

camebackwithcleantowelsandapairofjeans.He

cleanedmeupandgavemehisjeanstowear.

WhenIwasdonehesaid“nowwecanbreakup”

Wecouldn’tstopthelaughtersoweburstout

laughingoutloudearningourselvesafeweyes

fromthepeopleintherestaurant.

Sage:Niyahleka?MxmaningobanganiNinafuthi

ngizofunaabashangobaniuselesnje.Nihlekisana

ngenkingayamisies...youarelaughing?Mxmyou

notfriendsamgoingtolookfornewfriends

becauseyouguysareuseless,laughingatmy

problemssies.

Wecouldn’tstoplaughinguntilmyphonerang,I



didn’tknowthenumberbutIpickedupbecause

sometimesthepeopleIhelpcallmeforassistance.

Nokukhanya:FriendsIhavetotakethis.

Convo

Nokukhanya:Hello

Man:Myluckcharm

Okaywhatdoeshewantnow?

Nokukhanya:HowcanIhelpyouZwelethu?

Zwelethu:AmstillyourfatherNokukhanyayoucan’t

callmebymyname.

Nokukhanya:Okay,arewegoingtoargueoryou

goingtotellmewhyyoucalled?

Zwelethu:IneedyourhelppleaseKhanya,am

gettingreleasedfromthehospitalbutIdon’thave

moneytopay,mymedicalaidonlypaid30%ofthe

moneyandIhavetopaytherestmyself.

Nokukhanya:Idon’tthinkIcanhelpyouwiththat.



Zwelethu:Pleaseyouaremylasthopemybaby

pleasehelpme.

Nokukhanya:Iwillcallyouback.

Icutthecall,Idon’tknowwhattodonow,partof

mewanttojustforgetheevercalledbutanother

partofmewantstohelphimout.Letmecallmy

father,Idialedhisnumberandhepickedup

immediately.

Convo:

Lani:Myprincess

Nokukhanya:Daddy

Lani:Youdon’tsoundokaywhat’swrong?

Nokukhanya:Ohdaddy,mustyouknowmesowell

myking?

Lani:Ofcourse,whoelsebutyourkingshouldknow

youthiswell?

Nokukhanya:Onlyyoudaddy

Lani:Exactly!Nowtelldaddywhat’sgoingon?



Nokukhanya:Zwelethucalled

Lani:Letmeguess,hewantsyoutohelphimpay

hismedicalbills.

Nokukhanya:Yeshowdidyouknow?

Lani:Becauseheaskedmetoo,sowhatareyou

goingtodobecauseIrefused?

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowwhattododaddy,partof

mewantstoforgetheevercalledandpartofme

wantstohelphim.Hetreatedmewellonceand

raisedmewithloveuntilyouknowwhathappened.

Lani:IfyouwanttohelphimIwon’tstandinyour

waymybaby,alldaddywantsisforhisprincessto

behappy.

Nokukhanya:Thankyoudaddy

Lani:Amalwaysgoingtobehereforyoumy

princessalways.

Nokukhanya:Iknowdaddy,Iloveyou.

Lani:Loveyoutooprincess.

Icutthecallthenaskedmyfriendstoaccompany



metothehospital,whenwegotthereIpaidthebill

thenleftwithoutseeinghim.Hedidn’tsayhe

wantedtoseemeheonlyaskedmetopayhisbill

andIdidthat.

Nkanyezi

WhenwelefthomewedrovetoMhlangaatmy

house.Iwasstillpissedaboutwhatmyparentsdid

butnotasmuchasIwasatNomalangaforthe

stuntshepulled.Whichleftmequestioningour

relationship,issheinlovewithMgaziordoesshe

stillhavehopethatsheandMgaziwillhave

somethinggoingon.Ican’thelpbutthinkthat

maybesheusedmetopasstime.Shecameandsat

nexttomewithaglassofjuice.Ihaven’tsaida

wordtohereversincewecamehereyesterday.

Noma:Thehouseisreallybeautifulandbig.

IignoreherbecausefranklyIdon’thavetimefor

smalltalkwhenIdon’tknowwhereIstandwithher.



Noma:Nkanyezi

Nkanyezi:What?

Noma:Talktomewhat’swrong?

Nkanyezi:Whatswrongyouask?Ishouldbethe

oneaskingyouwhatthefuckiswrong,whatwas

that?

Noma:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nkanyezi:Amtalkingaboutthefactthatyousat

thereandrefusedforMgazitotakeawifeclaiming

thatyouarehisfirstwife.Whatthefuckwasthat

Nomalangahee?

Noma:TechnicallyIamhisfirstwife

Nkanyezi:Ididn’taskabouttechnicalitiesIasked

aboutwhatyouyoudidbackthere.

Noma:TobehonestwithyouIgotjealous,the

momenthementionedthathistakingawifeIgot

jealous.IknowIshouldn’thavebecausetherehas

neverbeenanythinggoingonbetweenwiththetwo

ofusbutforamomentthereIthoughtabouthow

wellthatwomanwillbetreatedbyhimwhenhis



nevergivenmethetimeofday.Notevenamare

greetingsoIgotjealousandamsorry.

Nkanyezi:Whywouldyoubejealousofhowhewill

treathiswomanwhenamhere?Don’tItreatyou

well,istheresomethingthatyouwantthatIdon’tdo?

Noma:Nothereisnothingyouhavetreatedmewell

eversincewestarteddating,youhavegivenme

morethananyoneIknowandamsorryI

disrespectedyoulikethat.

Nkanyezi:Younotsorrybutyouwillbewhenam

donewithyou.

Ipulledherupandrippedofhertopthen...Removed

Pleaseshare
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Grinder/Nyezi

Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Ihitthekitchencounterwithmy

handeachtimeisaidthat.Amsoangryatmyself

forthisyoucan’tevenimagine,Ithoughtthisshitof

melikingbothmenandwomenwasgone,Ihave

beenwithonlywomenforyearsnowandthenSage

hadtoshowupandallthatwenttohell.Whythe

fuckdidhehavetoshowupnowwhenIthoughtI

wasfinallynormal?ThatIcanfinallytakeawoman

andactuallylovehermaybegetmarriedandhave

kidslikeLani.Heshowsupandambacktobeing

confusedasfuckandmostimportantlyverypissed

atmyselfforbeingweak.HowthehelldoIstand

nexttoamanlikeLaniandbethisfuckenweak!

FuckyouSage!Ihopeyoustayaway,youwantedto

breakupbeforewestartedanyway.“Butwhydid

youtofuckhimyouidiot!”Ireprimandedmyselfbut

it’stoolate,it’sfuckentoolateandSagehasbig

mouthamsurePortiaandBuhlealreadyknowby

nowthatwefucked.DamnyouGrinder!Iwas



disturbedbyaknockfrommyrantingandIhopeit’s

notGoracauseItoldthemamnotgoingtobethere

todaybecauseamnotfeelingwellbutknowing

Gorahewilljustshowup.TheknockpersistedandI

gotannoyedasImovedfromthekitchengoingto

openthedoor.OhIforgottomentiononeofthe

thingsthatmakeGrinderishisloveofcooking.I

knowrighthahabutamprettygoodatit,theknock

soundedagainyacksthedoor,Iwentandopened

andmymoodjustwentdowntozero.

Grinder:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sage:Iwashopingwecouldtalk

Grinder:Wetalkedandnowwemoveonbye....Iwas

abouttoclosethedoorwhenheblockedit.

Sage:Please,Ijustneed5minutesofyourtimeand

Iwillleave.

Grinder:Fine...Imovedawayfromthedoorandhe

camein.Hewentandsatonthecouch.

Sage:LookIknowwhatIsaidbutIdidn’tmeanit,I

wantustogiveitatryandseewhereittakesus.



Grinder:LookIcan’tdothis,sodoyourselfafavor

andmoveon.Forgetthiseverhappened.

Sage:Justlikethat?

Grinder:Justlikethat

Sage:Whatabouttheconnectionbetweenus?The

chemistryamsureamnottheonlyonewhofeltthat

youfeltittoo.

HisrightIleftit,IfeelitbutIjustcan’t,Ihavebeen

doingwellforsolongbeingwithonlywomenand

noman.Ican’tstopnow.

Grinder:Amsorrybutyouaretheonlyonewhofelt

it.

Sage:OkaythenIwillleave.

HestoodupandIdidtoo.Iwalkbehindhimtothe

doorandhestopsandturnstolookatme.

Sage:CanIgetahugandmaybeonelastkiss?

Grinder:Sure

Hecomesclosetomeandstopsinchesawayfrom

meandIfoundmyselfmovingcloser.“Damnit



Grinderthat’snotwhatyouwant!”Ireprimanded

myselfbutIdidn’tmoveback.Hecameclosetome

andhuggedme,Ihuggedhimbackbrushinghis

back.Heletgothenlookeddeepintomyeyes.

Sage:Whatareyouafraidofhuh?

Icouldn’tanswerthatbecauseIdon’tknowmyself

whatitisammostlyafraidof.

Sage:Whycan’tyoubewithme?

Grinder:BecauseyouhaveabigmouthSage,am

surebynowyourfriendsknowthatIhitbothways.

Sage:YouarebisexualNyeziandthat’snota

problem.

Grinder:Don’tevercallmethat.

Sage:Fine!Andfortherecordmyfriendsonlyknow

thatIhavesleptwithsomeonebuttheydon’tknow

it’syou.

Grinder:Whywouldyoukeepthatpartwhenyou

toldthem?

Sage:BecauseIseehowprivateyouare,everytime

wemetitwasherenowhereelseandthatshowed



methatyoudon’twanttobeseeninpublicwithme.

WhichIdidn’tmindatall.

Grinder:Fine!Canyouleavenow?

Sage:Ithoughtwecanmakethiswork..Ithought

wehadachanceyouknow

Hiseyesglitteredwithunsharedtears

Grinder:Don’tdothatpleaseSagedon’t

Heletthemfallandsomethinginmemoved.I

closedthegapbetweenusandwipedhistears.

Grinder:Don’tdothatpleaseamnotworthit.Don’t

evercryforapieceofshitlikemeokay?

Sage:Ihappentolovethispieceofshit

Grinder:Pleasedon’tsaythat.

Henoddedandtookhishandandcaressmyface

fromthecornerofmyeyemovingdowntomyjaw

thenstoppedatmylipsthencaressedthem.My

breathhitchedashemoveshisthumbonmylips

caressingthem.Iopenedmymouthalittlebecause

IfeltlikeIwasn’tbreathingproperlythroughmy

mouth.Hethensmashedhiscoldyetsoftlipson



minegivingmeonepassionatekissandIfound

myselfpullinghimevencloserbyhisshirt,Ikept

pullinglikehisnotcloseenoughand...Removed..

Nokukhanya

Iwascomingfromworklisteningtotheradio

singingalongwiththesongthatwasplaying.Brian

McKnight,lettinggo,itwasagoodsongbut

suddenlyitcut.

Presenter:Weinterruptthisprogramtogiveyou

breakingnews,anotherwomanwasfound

murderedatTsogoSunhotelinCapeTown,the

styleinwhichthemurderwasoccurredisbelieved

tobethesameasthewomanthatwaskilledtwo

daysagoatSandtonhotel.Onthiswomanthe

letter”G”wascurvedonherchestjustlikethat

letter“M”wascurvedonthefirstwoman’schest.

Alsothetwowomenhavealotofsimilaritiessuch

asthebodyshapeandsomefacialfeatures.Both

thesewomenaresaidtobemiddlehight,early20’s,



smallupperbodywithasmallwaistbutgiftedon

otherareas.Thepolicebelievethekilleristargeting

thesametypeofwomenforwhat?Nobodyknows

atthismoment.Thepolicealsoaskthatwomentry

andminimizetheirmovementsduringthistime.

Nowwewilltakeafewcallsandhearwhatthe

listenershavetosay.Calleryouonline?

Caller:HeyI’dliketoremindanonymous

Presenter:Notaproblemcallerwhatdoyouhaveto

sayonthismatter?

Caller:Yousaidthatthekillertargetsacertaintype

ofwomenright?

Presenter:Right!

Caller:Ifthat’sthecasewhymusttherestofus

minimizeourmovementsandbescaredof

someonethat’snotevenlookingatourtypes?For

instanceamdefinitelynotthekillerstypebecause

ngiyisishwapaphelaminaangimilenjengalaba

abafunayo(Idon’thavebigbumsandnotshaped

liketheoneshislookingfor)andforoncethat’sa

goodthingbecauseifIwasImighthavebeennext



inlineifhisstillgoingtokill.Somyquestionwhy

shouldtherestofushide?

Presenter:IhearyoucallerbutIthinkthisisforall

oursafetyaswomen.Wedon’tknowwhatthisman

wantssountilhiscaughtIthinkit’ssafetodoas

thepolicehavesuggested.

Iswitchedofftheradioanddriveinsilence.

Somethingaboutthesemurdersdoesn’tsitwell

withme,ifonlyIcanseeoneofthewomenIwould

beabletopickupwhathappenedbeforeshedied

andmaybehelpcatchthekiller.Igothomeand

parkedandmademywayinside.Momwasinthe

kitchencooking,thiswomanworkslikeallofusbut

whenshegethomeshecookseventhoughwehave

ahelpertodothatbutmomanddaddon’teather

food.SibonisoandIeatherfoodwhenIaskedher

whyshedoesn’teatherfoodorevenletdadeatit

shesaidshedoesn’ttrustanotherwomantocook

forherhusband.Soshecooksfordadeveryday.

Nokukhanya:Eveningmah

Thembeka:Eveningbaby,howwasyourday,you



don’tlooksogood

Lani:Whatwrong?

Askeddaddycomingintothekitchenandtakesa

beerfromthefridgeandopensitthenlooksatme.

Nokukhanya:Ijustheardofanotherwoman

murderedontheradioandshewasmurderedthe

samewayastheotherbutthisoneisinCapeTown

butalsoinahotel.Thepsychopathcurvedtheletter

Gonherchest.

Thembeka:That’ssadbabyandIknowhowyou

mustfeel.

Nokukhanya:Ifeelterriblemahbecausethismad

personiskillingpeoplelikeme,withthesame

features,IwishIcouldjustseeoneofthesewomen

maybeIcanpickupsomethingthatwouldhelpthe

policecatchthisguy.

Lani:Overmydeadbody!Youarenotdoingthat,I

knowyouworkwithpeopleandhelpthemandI

knowyoualsotalktodeadpeoplebutthelasttimeI

checkedthatdidn’tincludeyouseeingdeadbodies

soyounotdoingit.



Thembeka:Butshecouldhelpcatchtheperson

quicker

Lani:Andamlookingoutformydaughtershe’snot

doingit!YouPortiaarenotdoingthisdoyouhear

me?Letthepolicedotheirjob.

Nokukhanya:YesdaddyIwon’tdoit.

Lani:GoodbecauseIwon’thaveyoulookingat

deadbodies,whatyoudotalkingtothedeadis

morethanenoughandifthosewomenneedyouto

stopthisguytheywillcometoyoulikeotherghosts

dobutyouarenotseeingdeadbodies,never!

Thembeka.Shealreadypromisedshewon’tdoitso

don’tgetworkedupnow.

Helooksatthebothofuswithalookthatsays

“don’ttryme”andwalksbacktotheloungesipping

hisbeer.Themanofthehousehasspokenandwe

havenochoicebuttolisten.

Smangele



Weweresittinginthedinningtablehavingdinner,

it’sthefirsttimeinyearssincewehaddinneralone.

Thehousealsofeelsbigandempty.

Smangele:Magebahaveyouthoughtaboutwhat

Mnqobisaid?

Mageba:WhatistheretothinkaboutSmangele?

Smangele:Wehavetolethimmarrythatgirlanddo

whathewantsorhewillgotoMakhosiniandwe

bothknowyouwon’tlikethat.

Mageba:Thisisallyourfaultyouknowthat?

Smangele:Magebayouforgavemeforthatwhyare

yougoingbacknow?

Mageba:YingobainganekaMakhosini

isiyazigodusamanje....it’sbecauseMakhosini’s

childistakinghimselfhomenow.

Smangele:Younevercalledhimthatbefore

Mageba:Henevergavemeareasonto

Hestoodupandleftmeatthetable.It’sbeenyears

sincewelastspokeaboutthisandIthoughtwehad

burieditbutnowit’scomebacktobiteus.Our



childrenhaveawayofmakingusrevisitthepast

evenwhenwedon’twanttoandnowoneofmyown

hasdonethesametome.Thisalmostbrokemy

marriageanditcomingupnowisnotagoodsign.I

stoodupaswellandclearedthetable.Noneofus

ateIguesswebothlostourappetite.
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Grinder

Ididn’tgotoworkagaintoday,Sageleftafter

breakfastandamleftthinkingaboutwhatthefuck

amgoingtodo.It’sobviousIlikeSagenotjustlike



butamattractedtohim.ButIdon’tthinkIcango

throughwithit,worstpartisthatIdon’thave

someonetotalktoaboutthis.Lasttimeittookme

beingtakenbyLani’sdadformetoforgetabout

menandonlydowomen.Ihadbothbackthen,a

girlfriendandaboyfriend,IwashappybutIknewI

wasfuckedupashell.Butnowamnotinvarsityam

agrownassmanandIneedtoactresponsible.A

knockcomesthroughandimmediatelyampissed

becauseifit’sSageIswearIwillloseit.Itakebig

stepsgoingtothedoorandyankitopenGorais

standingthere,Ididsaythatthisidiotisgoingto

comeby.

Grinder:Tookyoulongenough

Gora:What?

Grinder:Youcominghere

Gora:Iwasn’tgoingtocome

Grinder:Couldhavefooledme

Gora:FineIwantedtocomeyesterdaybutistopped

myself



Grinder:Iknewyoupieceofshitwasgoingtocome

Gora:Don’tfuckenactlikeyounothappytoseeme,

moveIwantabeer

Hepushedmeoffandwalkedin,Ijustshookmy

headclosingthedoor.Goraisaspecialcasebuthis

loyaltothosehecaresabout.ActuallyIthinkIwill

tellhim,hemightbeanassaboutitbutIknowhe

won’tevershareitwithanyoneelse.Iwalktothe

kitchenandfindhimdrinkinghissecondbeer.

Grinder:Soyoucameheretofinishmybeer?

Gora:Andtocheckonyou,whichIseeyoufinesoI

willsticktofinishingthebeer.Ohandthefoodi

knowyourcookingskillsareoffthecharts.You

knowIcouldmarryyoujustforthat.

Grinder:Fuckyou.

Gora:Youlovemeanywaysodon’tact.

HeraidsmykitchenandfoundthefoodIcooked

yesterdayandwarmsitupwhilehefinishedhis

seconddumpiethenwentandopenedanotherone

beforehetookhisfoodfromthemicrowaveand



sitsonthehighchairanddigsin.

Grinder:Whereismyfood?

Gora:Thisisyourhousefindyourownfood.

Grinder:Ialreadyfoundityouareeatingit.

Gora:Uyahlanya!!..youcrazy!Anywayfinders

keeperssoIfoundthefoodandamkeepingit.

Grinder:Youmeaneatingit

Gora:Whatever!

Grinder:Ihavesomethingtotellyou

Helooksatmeandseesamserousthenhealso

becomesserious.

Gora:Surewhoarewekilling?

Grinder:Noone,lookmanthisisnoteasyforme

especiallybecauseamconfusedasfuckabout

whatisgoingon.ThelasttimeithappenedIwasin

varsityandafterthatitneverhappened.

Gora:Talktomendoda...man

Grinder:IhititbothwaysmanandilikeSage.



Hechokesonhisfoodandstartcoughing

uncontrollably,itgetsmeworriedsoIgethimwater,

hewavesmeawaywithmywaterandmyheart

sinks,thisisnotthereactionIexpected.Ithought

hewillbeanassaboutitnotthis.Hecoughsthen

stopsandtakesasipofhisbeerthenputsitdown.

Gora:Ifyourplanistokillmeitwon’tworkunganya

ngekengifenjekanjalo...youshit!Iwillneverdie

justlikethat.

Grinder:Whatareyouonaboutnow?

Amactuallyreallyconfuseandalittlehurt.

Gora:Ihavealwaysknownthatyouhavebeen

checkingmeoutalltheseyearsandamsorrybut

betweenusitcanneverwork.

Hisanidiotthatalmostgavemeaheartattack

Grinder:AmnotattractedtoyouGoraIjusttoldyou

IlikeSage.

Gora:WhatdoesSagehavethatIdon’thave?Buka

futhinezingqezamiziphumilekulejeanandzinkulu

kabikunezikaSagengiyipackagephelamina...look



evenmyassispoppingoutofthisjeanandit’s

biggerthanSages.Amawholepackage.

Icouldn’thelpitIlaughedsohard,mostlyathow

seriousheissayingallthisnonsense.Hisevenon

hisfeettryingtoshowmehisnonexistentass.

Grinder:HandeNtwana...sorryboyIdon’tjustget

attractedtoeveryone.

Gora:Ohoyoumissingout.Phelamina...lookmeif

Iwashittingitbothwaysbengizodlaumpundunje....

Iwasgoingtoeatassleftrightandcenterbaba.

BengizobahuGoraisbethi,kubafanabengizotarget

bonalabangathibanezinqeezibonakayomfana

YazibengizosuthaNtwana....Iwasgoingtothe

Goratheplayer,frommenIwasgoingtotarget

thosewhohassomeass,youknowiwasgoingto

besatisfied.Differentdisheveryday,womantoday

andmantomorrowbekuzozwiwangaminjela

ethekwini....thewholeofDurbanwouldbetalking

aboutme.

Grinder:KodwauyahlanyangempelaGora

masimbanilauwakhulumayo?...butyoureallyare



crazyGorawhatnonsenseisthisthatyouare

saying?

Gora:Wenayousellingyourselfshortboyletmebe

yourmanagerIwillmanageyourschedule.Date

bothSagenyanawakhonaongenazinqe....dateboth

yourlittleSagewithyourcurrentgirlfriendandIwill

createaschedulesothattheydon’tcomehereat

thesametimethenwenaumusu...whenyouare

readyubatsheleukuthizikhiphaniumakukhona

ongafunanayiiscabhahakahambe....tellthemwhat

isgoingonifoneofthemdoesn’twantto

understand,thereisthedoortheymustgo.Phela

wedon’twantpeoplewhowillmakeyoufeelbad

aboutwhoyouareNtwana...bay

Grinder:Ngavelelwankosiyami!...GodwhatdidIget

myselfinto?

Gora:Thinkaboutitman.Onaseriousnotethink

aboutwhatIsaidandIdon’thaveaproblemwith

yoursexualityman.Youhavebeenmyboyforso

longandhaveeventakenabulletformetonoteven

thinkthatyounotmanenoughbecauseofit.Infact

youmoreofamanthanIcaneverbe.



Grinder:Thanksmanager

Gora:Vele!Youdon’thavetoloseanyofyour

peopledatethembothandseewhereittakesyou

butletmemanagetheschedulebecauseIknow

howunorganizedyouare,wenayoumightjust

inviteSageoverandyoualsoNtombionthesame

day.AmshayekeuSagengobauyashayanabuza

kimingiyazi...thenSagewillbeatherupbecause

shecanfightaskmeIknow.

Grinder:OkayyoucanhelptillIgetthehangofit.

Gora:HalelujahGoraformanagerbaba!

Ilaughedandwebrohugged.Idon’tknowwhyI

didn’tdothistalkingsoonerbutamalsonotstupid

enoughtothinkeveryoneisgoingtoreactthesame

way.

Smangele

Magebaleftearlierthanusualtodaymaybetoavoid

seeingortalkingtome,Ireallythoughtthiswas



behindusespeciallysincethefamilyalso

understoodtoneverinviteusandMakhosiniatthe

sametimetowhatevereventtheyarehosting.And

it’sbeenyearssincethematterwasbroughtup.

Theydon’tknowwhatcausedadriftbetweenthe

brothersthoughtheyjustknowthattheyhada

fallingoutandthatit.Noneofthebrotherswere

everforthcomingwiththeinformation.Letmetake

youbackmemorylane,Iwasthesameageas

NomalangawhenshemarriedMnqobiwhena

marriagewasarrangedformetomarryMageba.I

didn’tlikeitbutitwashowthingsweredoneback

thenandwehadnochoiceorsayinthematter.I

marriedDalisusecondbornofMagebaseniorfirst

bornbeingMakhosiniwhowasnevermarriedtill

thisday,hisexcusebackthenwasthathisbusy

buildinganempirethenafterhewilltakeawife.He

builttheempirebuthenevergotmarried.Dalisu

wasintopoliticswhenIgotmarriedtohimandwas

hardlyeverhome,maybethat’soneofthereasons

Magebachoseawifeforhimandnothiselderson

Makhosini,maybehewasworriedthatthose

politicsweregoingtogethimkilledandhethought



gettinghimawifewillmakehimstayhomeand

stopthenonsensebutthatneverhappened.Dalisu

wasneverhomemorenowthatIwasthere,he

wouldbegoneformonthswithnowordofwherehe

wentthenshowupwhenwehavelosthopeofhim

beingalive.Thiswentonforover5years,onthe

sixthyearMakhosinitookinterestinmeanditwas

notthefirsttimeheapproachedme,hedidonthe

firstweekofmebeingmarriedtohisbrotherbutI

paidhimnomind,hekeptoncomingandcoming

andcoming.Yearspastandmyhusbandhadnot

evensaidtwowordstomeletalonetouchme.His

motherhadalreadystartedcallingmenames

sayingIwasbarren,weweretaughtnevertotalk

backtoelderssoInevercorrectedherandtoldher

thathersonhadnevertouchedme.Onthesixth

yearIwasfedupoftheeverydayinsultsand

Makhosiniwasstillthereaskingformetogivehim

achance.Ithoughtwhynot?Idon’tknowwhatmy

husbandisdoinganywaywhereheis.SoIwentfor

it,wedatedforabouttwomonthsbeforehe

defloweredmeamonthlaterDalisucamebackand

becamealovinghusbandtomethatIleft



Makhosini,itwashardbecauseIhadfallenforhim

butithadtobedone.Onthenighthewantedto

sleepwithmeIknewhewouldknowthatIhave

beenuptonogoodsoItoldhimeverything.That

nightheneversaidathingtomebutsleptwithme

anyway,thefollowingmorningiwokeuptoanoise

andIwenttocheck.BothDalisuandMakhosini

werebeatenupbadlytheyhadbeenfightingover

mebutnevertoldtheparentswhatcausedthefight.

YouhavetounderstandthatDalisuisaproudman

whoalwayshadareputationtomaintainandhim

tellingpeoplewhathisbrotherdidwouldhave

ruinedhisreputation.SincethenheandMakhosini

nevergotalong,soonafterthathappenedweleft

hisfathershomeandmovedintoourownhouse.A

monthlaterIfoundoutIwaspregnantmindyouwe

hadnodoctorstotellushowfaralongwearewe

relayedonmidwifeswhowerenoteveneducated

aboutthewholethingbuttheladysaidIwasa

monthpregnantaftertellingheraboutmyspotting

afewweeksbeforelittledidIknowitwas

implantation.DalisuwashappyandsowasI,he

stayedhomemoreandbecomemyhusband,



showeredmewithlove,now8monthsdownthe

lineIgavebirthtoMnqobiwhichwasamonth

earlierthanmyduedateifthechildwasDalisu’sbut

thatwasnotthecasethechildwasMakhosini’s.My

husbandwasneverthesamesincethen,never

touchedmeafterthatforyearsbutalsorefusedfor

Makhosinitobetoldthatthechildwashis.When

Mnqobiwas8yearsoldhecamebackdrunkhe

sleptwithmeandNhlakaniphowasconceived.

Whenwefoundouthesaidhewon’tbeexcited

aboutachildthatmightnotevenbehisagain.Iwas

hurtbecausethistimeIdidnothingbutI

understoodthathestilldidn’ttrustme.When

Nhlakaniphowasbornhewasaphotocopyof

DalisuandIthankedthegodsforthat.Youdidn’t

havetoaskwho’schildhewasbecausewhenyou

seehimyousawayoungerversionofDalisueven

thebirthmarkswereonthesameplaces.That

pleasedmyhusbandandhelovedmeevenmore,

basicallyNhlakaniphosavedmymarriage,a

marriagethatwasdeadfor8yearsthen9years

laterwhenhewasbornmymarriagecametolife.

Otherwomenenviedmebecauseofhowmy



husbandtreatedme,hetreatedmelikeaneggandI

goteverythingIeverwantedtoapointwhereI

begantoresentMnqobialittleforalmostlosingmy

marriage.Whenheputthemupforthatprogramhe

wantedtogroomNhlakaniphotobethemanhe

wantedbecausehegrewupasayoungerversionof

hisfathereventhebehaviorandattitudewasthatof

DalisuandMnqobiwasexactlylikeMakhosini,

carefreeandcharismaticthatmadepeoplelovehim.

AfterthetrainingthekidscamebackthenMnqobi

wasmoreofthemanDalisuwantedand

NhlakaniphowasmoreofMnqobi.It’slikethey

switchedpersonalities.ThatangeredDalisubuthe

didn’tdoanythingbutgaveMnqobithebusinessto

rununtilNhlakaniphocomeofagetotakeover.

YearslaterIhadNkanyeziandwhatIdidwas

forgottenorsoIthought.Makhosinineverknew

aboutMnqobiandMnqobidoesn’tknowabouthim

otherthanhimbeingtheiruncle.Butamafraidthat

nowwewon’tbeabletohidethetruthformust

longer.
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Nhlakanipho

Narrated

Nhlakaniphowasattheoffice,therewasa

shareholdersmeetingheldandtheactingCEO

invitedhimtocomesincehisnowtheboss.The

meetingstartedandeverythingwasgoingwell.

Shareholderswerehappyaboutthegrowthofthe

businessandhowthingshavebeengoingsofar.

Shareholder:Wearereallyhappyabouthowthings



arenow,PleasecallMrZuluforussowecan

presentourideasforthenewbranchinDurban.

Shareholder:YesIagree,it’stimeweexpandand

takeDurbansinceLuthuliisnowoutofthepicture

Durbanisupforgrabsandtheclientstherewe

needtoworkquickly.

CEO:TheMrZuluyouknowhassteppeddownbut

wehaveanotheroneofZulusonsherewithus

todayNhlakaniphoZulu.

Shareholder:WellitseemsalltheZulusonsknow

business

CEO:Thattheydo

Hedidn’thaveachoicebuttoagreewiththe

shareholdersbutheknewverywellthat

Nhlakaniphohasdonenothingforthecompany

eversincehecameonboardbutwhenthenames

onthecompanyboardsaysZuluandSonsorZulu

Corpyouhavenochoicebuttopraisethemasyour

employerseveniftheyarenotdoinganything.

That’swhattheCEOwasdoing,heneededhisjob

andbadmouthingNhlakaniphototheshareholders



willnotmakehimkeepit.

Nhlakaniphowasinaplanetofhisownwithvoices

inhishead.“getMgazi’swifehomeshe’stheonly

onewhocanhelp”Nhlakaniphotriedtoignorethe

voicebutanotheronewasbusysayingsomething

else“youneedtogohomefortheritualorbad

thingswillcontinuetohappen”heshookhishead

tryingtogetthevoicestostopbuttheywerenot

stoping“don’tlistentothemsendMgazia

messagelikeyouhavebeendoinghissmarthewill

getit”Nhlakaniphonoddedagreeingwiththethird

voice“donotlistentothatnonsensemzukuluthat

thingit’sevil,Mkhontohasalwaysbeenevildon’t

listentohim,gohomeandtakeMgazi’swifewith

youshe’sgoingtosortthisout”Nhlakaniphohithis

headrepeatedlyandeveryoneintheboardroom

lookedathimasifhewascrazy.TheCEOputhis

handunderthetableandshookhim,helooked

aroundandsawthateveryonewaslookingathim.

Nhlakanipho:Myapologies,Ihaveaheadacheand

I’dliketobeexcused.

Shareholder:Gomyboyweunderstandthatthe



businessworldcancomewithalotofheadaches

butyouaredoingwellsofar.

Nhlakaniphonoddedandstoodupthenleftthe

room.Hewentstraighttothemen’sroomgotinand

lookedathimselfinthemirror.

Nhlakanipho:Whatswrongwithyou?

Heaskedhimselflookingatthemirror,hiseyes

wereredlikesomeonewhohasn’tsleptfordays

andhisheadfeltlikeitsgoingtoburst.Thevoiceof

hisdeaduncleMkhontosoundedinhisear“there

isnothingwrongwithyou,justgiveMgazithe

messagelikeyouhavebeendoingandallwillbe

well”henoddedinagreementbecauseeversince

thisstartedeverytimehekilledthevoiceswould

stopthenstartagainaftersometime.His

grandfather’svoicecameagain“mzukulutheway

youaresendingamessagetoMgaziisnothowwe

wantyoudotothings,stoplisteningtoMkhonto

becausehisleadingyouastray.That’snothowwe

wantyou,gohomewithMgazi’swifeshewilltell

youwhatwewantfromyou.Stopspillingblood

becausethisisthewrongkindofblood”



Nhlakanipho:Whatkindofblooddoyouwantthen?

Nhlakaniphofoundhimselfaskingforthefirsttime

sincethisstarted.

“Igazilembuzimntanamiyiloelizokikhulula”(blood

ofagoatmychildit’sonethatwillsetyoufree)

NhlakaniphonoddedbutMkhontocomeonagain

“Havethevoicesnotstoppedeachtimewesend

Mgaziamessage?”Nhlakaniphothoughtaboutit

andindeedtheystoppedafterhehadkilledsohe

nodded.“nowgodowhatyouaresupposedtodo”

saidMkhonto,histheonlyonewhotoldhimwhohe

wassincethevoicesstartedandNhlakanipho

trustedhimsincehedoesn’tknowwhotheother

voicebelongtobutheassumedthatoneofthem

washisgrandfatherbuthedidn’ttrustitbecausehe

nevertoldhimwhohewas.Heleftthemen’sroom

andwenttohiscardrivingtoPretoria.

Yuinn

IgotacallfrommymeninSouthAfricaandI



answered.Thisistheweekwearesupposedto

attack.

Convo

Man:Boss

Yuinn:Yeswhat’stheupdate?

Man:Bossthismaniscrazy

Yuinn:Tellmethewholestoryandstopgivingme

bitsandpiecesofit!

Thesepeoplecanbeannoyingattimes

Man:Themaniscrazyboss,hisgoingaround

killingwomenandcurvinglettersontheirchests.

Heevenlookscrazybecausehetalkstohimself

sometimes,hislosingitbossbigtime.

Yuinn:Whatdoyouthinkthisis?

Man:Idon’tknowbossbutwhateveritisit’snot

good.

Yuinn:Fine!

Man:Anotherthingbossifthatwearenottheonly

onestrackingthisguy,thereareatleasttwomore



carsthatarealwaystherescoutinglikeus

everywherehegoes.

Yuinn:Shit,oneofthemcouldbetheforceamnot

sureoftheotherbutthislookslikeasetup.

Man:That’swhatIwasthinkingboss,maybethe

forcewantsyoutothinkthathisaloneandgoing

crazysothatyoucancomesothattheycancatch

you.

Yuinn:Youright!Whereishenow?

Man:HeadingtoaplacecallPretoriaandwhenhe

leftthebuildingwherehisofficesareoneofthe

carsfollowedsoonafterthenfewminuteslater

anotherfollowed.Wearebehindthemnow.

Yuinn:Followthemandkeepmeupdated,ifhekills

someoneelseretrieveandleaveSouthAfrica

immediately.

Man:Yesboss

Yuinn:Thereisnomistakethattheyknowweare

there.Probablythinkamtheretooandyoucan’tbe

sureifthosearetheonlypeoplewatchinghim



somecouldbewatchingyou.

Man:Understand.

Theforcethinktheywillgetmebuttheywon’t,Iwill

notactonimpulseagainIhavelearntmylesson

andtheirmembersareproperlytrainedandhave

doctorsanddoctorsforthemtojustgocrazylike

that.Amnotstupidthisisanact.

Mnqobi

Mylifehasbeengoingwell,notreallywellbecause

Nhlakaniphodecidedtobeapainintheassagain,

nowhisgoingaroundkillingpeopleandwritingmy

nameonthem.IhavehimfollowedsoIknow

everythinghisdoingbutIwon’tactnow,Iwantto

seewherethisisgoing.MybabyandIwerehaving

lunchathometoday.Justchillingnicelytogether

whenshesuddenlywentquiet,nowwhenshe’slike

thisIknowbetterthantodisturbher,she’s

communicatingwith“herpeople”asshecallsthem

butwhatthatmeansisthatadeadpersonistalking



toher.AtfirstIthoughtallthesedeadpeoplewere

inmyhousebutsheexplainedthattheyfindher

whereversheisbutthatdoesn’tmeantheyarein

myhouseorwherevertheydecidetoshowup.It’s

been20minutesandshehasn’tevenblinked,now

thisfreaksmeoutbecauseshe’snevertakenthis

longwiththesethings.Igotupandwenttoget

myselfbeerjusttocalmmynerves,whenIgetto

thekitchenthehairatthebackofmyheadstands

andIfeelthatamnotaloneinthekitchen.Iquickly

takethebeerandgotoutofthere,Idealwithalotof

crazyshitbutghostsscarstheshitoutofme.Isit

anddrinkmybeer.

Nokukhanya:WehavetogotoDurban

IjumpalittlebecauseIdidn’tnoticewhenshe

cameto.

Mnqobi:Doyouwanttogohomealready?Ithought

youwereleavingtomorrow.

Nokukhanya:Wearenotgoingtomyhomebut

yours.Packwhatyouneedbecausethiscan’twait.

Whatthehellisshetalkingaboutnow?



Mnqobi:BabyItoldyouthesituationathomeandI

reallydon’twanttogobacktherenow.Notyet.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobiifyoudon’ttakemetoyour

homethenIwillgoalone,thisisnotaboutyouonly

butinnocentpeoplearestillgoingtodieifwedon’t

gotheretoday.

Isitupstraightnowshe’sgotmyfullattention.

Mnqobi:WhatareyoutalkingaboutNokukhanya?

Nokukhanya:Youwillfindouteverythingwhenwe

gettherepleasetrustme.

Mnqobi:Ido,getready.

Ileaveandgotothestudyandmakeacalltomy

mentogetreadythenthepilot.ThisisnothowI

wantedhertogotomyhomeormeetmyparents.

Butshewantstogothereandthat’swhereweare

going,forwhatIdon’tknow,Ijusthopethat

Smangelewillbeonherbestbehaviororelse....

Weinthecargoingtotheairport,silenceisgetting

tomesoaswitchontheradioswhenanother



bulletincamethrough.

Presenter:Breakingnews,thekillerisatitagainbut

nowinbroaddaylight,thekillerisgettingbold

peoplebecausethiswomanwaskilledtodayat

ProteahotelinPretoria.Thewomanwasfound

afterabout3hoursaftershewasmurderedwitha

letter“A”curvedonherchest,nowthelettersare

M.G.Athequestiononeveryone’smindiswhat

exactlyisthekillertryingtosay?Whatmessageis

hetryingtosend?

IswitcheditoffdamnitNhlakanipho!!Hewantsmy

attentionandhisgotit,afterDurbanIwilldealwith

him.

Pleaseshare

#MaMoloi

[07/25,17:01]Tate:TheLight

Insert58



Nokukhanya

AmsittingnexttoMnqobiatthepassengersideas

hisdrivingfromtheairport.Butwenotalone,this

oldmanhasdecidedtotagalongwithus,ifMnqobi

knewtherewasaghostinthebackseatwewould

haverolledoverwiththiscaralready.Somybest

betistokeepquietandlethimdrive,hisfidgeting

onhisseatlikehecanfeelsomethingiswrongbut

doesn’tsayanything.GoodformeIdon’thaveto

answerquestions,theoldmanthoughdoeshave

resemblancetoMnqobi,nowthatIlookathimIcan

seethathereallyishisgrandfather.Wepassalot

offarmsbeautifulandgreen.Thevegetablesare

justnicelymaintainedandhealthy,whoeverthe

ownerishisdoingagreatjob.

Mnqobi:Thosearemyfathersfarms

Wowhedidmentionthathisfatherisafarmerbut

notoncedidIthinktheywerethisbigandbeautiful.

Theylooklikewhitepeoplefarms.



Nokukhanya:Thecropsaregrowingbeautifullyand

lookveryhealthy.Hisdoingagreatjob.

Mnqobi:Thatheisbutonthecropsthecreditgoes

toNomalanga,shestartedthecropssideofthe

businessandshe’sbeenhandsoningettingitthis

goodandhealthy.

Wowhiswifeisreallygoodshamenolieshe’s

knowswhatshe’sdoing.

Nokukhanya:Didshestudyagriculture?

Mnqobi:Agricultureandfarming

Nokukhanya:Mmm

Oldman:SheshisaMaLuthulikonakelemanje.

(hurryupMaLuthulidamagehasbeendonenow)

Iturntolookathimandshookmyheadforhimto

stop.Idon’twantMnqobievensuspectingthat

thereisaghosthere.

Mnqobi:Youdon’thavetoworryabouthersheis

withNkanyezinowandtheymovedoutsoyou

won’tseeher.

Shamepoorthinghethinksamworriedaboutthat,



ammoreworriedabouthimandthatghostback

therewhohaszeropatience.ButInodmyhead

anyway,mybestbetistobequietrightnow,Idon’t

knowlongitwillbetillwegettherebutIwillkeep

mymouthshuttillwegetthere.Wegettothegravel

roadandIthinkweareclose,it’slateafternoon

around3,youcanseethesunisheadingdown.

Mnqobi:That’smyhome.

Hepointstoitbutit’slooksnothinglikewhatIsaw

inmyvision.Inodanywayaswedrivecloser,the

houseisbeautifulyoucanseeitbelongsto

someonewho’swelloff.Itstandsoutinallthe

housesinthearea.Wegettothegateandhejumps

offandopensit,awomanshowedupatthedoor,

shelooksexactlylikeNkanyeziIsawhimonthe

picturesMnqobishowedme.Hecomesbackand

drivesin,heparksandgetsoutthencomestomy

sideandopensformebutIsitinthecar

Nokukhanya:ThisisnotthehomeIwasreferringto.

Mnqobi:Butthisismyhomebaby

Nokukhanya:Noit’snot



Theoldmanlooksatthewomanthenspeaks.

Oldman:Letsstartherechild,therootofthe

problemisherewecan’tdiscussanythinghere

becausetheyneverwelcomedusintheirhome.

Mnqobi:Baby

Nokukhanya:It’sfinelet’sstarthere

HenodshisheadeventhoughIcanseehisstill

confused,hegivesmehishandandIgetoutofthe

car.Heclosesthedoorandwewalktowardsthe

woman.

Mnqobi:Sawubonamah..(hellomother)

Smangele:Mnqobingenani...(comein)

Shedoesn’tacknowledgemebutwegoinanyway

andwesitinthelounge,hismotherdisappearsin

thehallwayandcomesbackinafewminuteswith

glassesandajugofjuice.Sheplacesitonthetable

andsitsinfrontofus.

Mnqobi:Siyabongamah...(thankyoumother)thisis

Nokukhanyaandbabethisismymother.

Smangele:Mmm



Idon’tsayanythingbecauseIcanfeelherhate

towardsme,Idon’tknowwhatIhavedonebutshe

hatesmeandthereisnoneedtoentertainher,I

camehereforareasonandthat’swhatamgoingto

do.

Mnqobi:UkephiuMageba?...(whereisMageba)

Mageba:Ufunani...(whatdoyouwant?)

Hecomesinfromsomewherearoundthehouse

asksbeforehismothercouldanswer.

Nokukhanya:Ngijabulelaukunazikodwaangizile

lanaukuzokuvakashabengicelasambeni

ekhakhulu...(it’snicetomeetyoubutamnothere

tovisit,canwepleasegotothemainhouse)

Mnqobilooksatmethenhisparents.

Mageba:Ungubaniwenantombi?...(whoareyou

girl)

Nokukhanya:MinababanginguNokukhanya

ngizalwakwaLuthuli...(IamNokukhanyabornof

theLuthuliclan)

Mageba:Manjeumauthisiyeekhayakhulausho



labani?LaMagebanolakaLuthuli?...(Sonowwhen

yousaythemainhousewhichoneareyoutalking

about?TheMagebahomeortheLuthulihome)

Nokukhanya:NgishokwaMagebalaphoubaba

inkabayakheyangcwatshelwakhona...(amtalking

abouttheMagebahomewhereyourumbilicalcord

wasburied)

HenodsandMnqobican’ttakehiseyesoffmeand

sodoeshismother.

Mageba:Whatisgoingonthere?

Nokukhanya:Father,Ineedyoutohurryandgetme

there,you,yourwifeandbrothershavetobethere.

Mageba:Mnqobimusthavetoldyouthatmeand

myolderbrothercan’tbeinthesameplace.Idon’t

knowwhoyouareorwhyyouherebutIforone

can’tbeinthesameplaceasMakhosini.

Oldman:Tellhimamhereandamorderinghimto

gotothehousenow!!

Hisstandingbythedooroutsidelookingin,his

angry.



Nokukhanya:UMagebamodalaubabaomkhulu

Misuzuluulanauthingikutsheleukuthiakakuceli

uyakutshelaukuthiuyekhayakhulu

manje...(MagebaseniorgrandpaMisuzuluishere

andissayinghisnotaskingyoubuttellingyouto

gohomenow)

Helooksaroundasifhewillseehimthennodshis

headandstoodup.Hedisappearedintothehallway

andthewifefollows.

Mnqobi:Babe,ismygrandfatherreallyhere?

Nokukhanya:Yesheis.

Mnqobi:Inthisroom?

Nokukhanya:No

Hebreathesheavilylikehisbeenholdingit,his

parentscomebackthemotherwithascarfaround

herwaistandadoekonherhead,thefatherwitha

hatandajacketonhisshoulders.Theyleadthe

wayandwefollowoutside.

Mageba:FollowbehindmeIdon’tknowifMnqobi

stillremembersthewayhome,Ihavecalled



Muz’uvukileyoucancallMakhosinitomeetus

there.Theeldershavebeeninformedincludingu

gogo.

Mnqobinodsandwegetintothecar,hetakeshis

phoneandmakesthecallthenwhenhisdonehe

startsthecarandwefollowhisparents.Theold

mannowseemsrelievedwearegettingoutofhere,

thedriveisnotthatlongtothehousejust20

minutesandwegettothisbigyardwithabout4

normalrondavels5sixcornerhousesandabigL

shapehouseinthemiddle.Wegetout,Mnqobi

takesmyhandandwefollowtheparentin.When

wegetintheoldlikereallyoldwomanwholooks

closetoher90’siscryingsilently,thehouseisfull

witholdpeoplenotasoldasthewomanbutyou

cantelltheyareabout50andsomeintheirlate50’s.

Wesitfacingtheoldwomanandeveryoneisquiet.

Gogo:OhLordIprayedforthisdayandnowithas

comeanalsoreadyyoucantakemetomyhusband

now.Allmychildrenareinthesamehouseunder

thesameroomaftersomanyyears....(shekeeps

quietandcriedwhilelookingathersons)your



fathermustbehappywhereverheis,youareall

here,ImightnotknowthereasonbutIthankGod

andtheZuluancestorsthatyouarehere.

Man:Mah...(mother)pleasedon’tcrynow

SaysamanwhichIassumeisoneofthesons.

Gogo:Ngijabulilenganeyami...(amhappymychild)

Nokukhanya:AmsorrytointerruptbutIcamehere

onanurgentmatter,mynameisNokukhanyaandI

wassentherebygrandpaMisuzulu.

Gogo:Ohnkosiyamiuyeniyami,uthiniuZulu

mntanami...(OhLordmyhusband,whatdoesZulu

saymychild?)

Nokukhanya:HesaysSmangelemusttellthetruth

becauseifshedoesn’tMkhontoisgoingtotake

overNhlakanipho.

Them:Yhoo!!

TheyallexclaimedinshockincludingMnqobi,the

grandmotherhasherhandsonherheadwithtears

streamingdownhercheeks.Iwonderwho

Smangeleis.



Gogo:WathulaSmangelekhulumaiqiniso

umzukuluwamiengekazeathathwe

yilesasikhohlakalisendoda...(youquietSmangele

tellthemtruthbeforemygrandsonistakenbythat

cruelman)

ShesayslookingandMnqobi’smotherIguessshe

isSmangele.

Mageba:ThereisnotruththatSmangeleisgoingto

tell!Whattruthareyoupeoplelookingforhuh?You

lookingatmywifelikeshekilledsomeone,why

wouldyouevenbelieveastrangeroveroneofyour

own?

Man:YoulikebeingdramaticDalisu,wearelooking

atherbecausethestrangerasyoucallhersaidshe

musttellthetruth.

Magaba:Don’tstartwithmeMakhosinidon’tyou

dare!!

WhiletheywereshoutingatthetopoftheirlungsI

sawit,Isawitall,Ilookedatthemtheywerenot

stoppingcausingmeaheadache.

Nokukhanya:ENOUGH!!!



Theyallkeptquiet.Mnqobiwasevenshockedi

spoketohiselderslikethat.Ididn’tmean

disrespectbutthesunisgoingtoset.Aminahurry

becauseindabazabaphansiasikhulunywa

emnyameni(newsfromtheancestorsarenot

spokeninthedark)

Nokukhanya:MagebahereunlikeyourhouseIdon’t

havecontrol,yourfatherwantsthetruthandthe

truthheshallgetwhetheryourwifetellsitorIwill!

Mageba:Ucabangaukuthiuyhiniwena

ntombazanyanandini?...(whodoyouthinkyouare

littlegirl?)

MnqobiwantedtosaysomethingbutIstoppedhim.

Nokukhanya:Theoneyourfatherchosetofreethis

home,hissons,hiswifeandhisgrandchildren.

Smangeletellthetruth!!

Smangele:Mnqobidoyouallowhertotalktome

likethat?Yourmother?

Mnqobi:MotherwhatIknowaboutheristhatshe

doesn’tlie,ifyoudon’ttellthetruthshewill.



Smangele:Mnqobi...thatcameoutasasad

whisper.

She’swastingtimeandthesunmustnotsetuntil

allisrevealed.

Nokukhanya:Sinceshedidn’twanttotellthetruthI

will.Bab’uMakhosiniMnqobiisyourson,yoursand

Smangele

Them:What?

Mnqobicouldn’tsayanythinghewasshockedand

sowasMakhosini,theylookedateachotherthen

Smangeleandshe’swascrying.

Nokukhanya:AmsorrybutIdon’thavetimetolet

thissinkin,allthetruthmustbeoutbeforethesun

sets.Magebaneverallowedhiswifetotellyou

aboutyoursonaftertheaffair,hewasangryatyou

andkeepingyoursonawayfromyouwashisway

ofpunishingyouforwhatyoudid.Youneverhad

anyotherchildrenbecausetheancestorswere

angryaboutwhatyoudidandtheywantedyouto

dorightbyyourbrotherandforhimtotellyou

aboutyoursontheneverythingwouldhavebeen



okay.Youwouldhavemarriedandhadother

children.

Gogo:Kodwankosiyamiyhinileningenzayona

bantabamiyhini!!...(butlordwhatisthisthatyou

aredoingtomemychildren)shewascrying.

Makhosini:Smangele?

Smangele:Amsorry

Mageba:Sorryyani?UbefunaniuMakhosiniemzini

wami?Aphindefuthiadleesibayenisami?...(sorry

forwhat?WhatwasMakhosinidoinginmyhouse

andeveneatinmykraal?)

Makhosini:AmsorryDalisuIdon’tevenknowwhat

thisapologywillchangebecauseyouhavealready

robbedmeofmysonandthelifeIcouldhavehad.

Butnonethelessamsorry.

Hewasalsocryingyoucouldseethatthenewstore

himapart.

Mageba:Thereisyourson,butIwillneverforgive

youforwhatyoudid.

Nokukhanya:Yesyouwillbecauseamnotdone,



bab’uMuz’uvukileyoudidn’tkillyouruncleMkhonto

Magebadid.Youweredrunkyoufellasleep,

MagebagameinwhenMkhontowaspointinga

spearonyouwantingtokillyouinyoursleep.He

tookaknifefromyourkitchenandstabbedhimto

death.Hethrewtheknifewhenhefellanditlanded

nexttoyou,whenyouwokeupandsawbloodyou

tooktheknifeandthat’swhentheboysawyou.

Them:What?

Gogo:Ngishilonkosiyamingathingithathe

ngiyohlalanomnyeniwamiangisakwaziukuphila

kanje,kubuhlungubabakubuhlungu...(Ididsay

LordthatyoucantakemesothatIcanbewithmy

husband,Ican’tlivelikethis,ithurtsLordithurts)

Shecriedpainfullyoneofthewomenwas

comfortingher.

Muz’uvukile:Istayedinprisonfor18years,leaving

mywifebehind,shewasyoungandpregnantback

then.YouweresupposedtoprotectmeDalisubut

yousentmetojailforacrimeIdidn’tcommit.You

mademebelieveIwasakiller!



Mageba:Ididprotectyoufromhim!!Ikilledhim

beforehecouldkillyou!!YesIdidn’tconfesstoit

butyouknowwithmypoliticallifeIwouldn’thave

survived.Theywouldhavekilledme.

Makhosini:No!Yousavedyourselfasalways,you

notevensorryaboutwhatyoudidtoourbrother,

whatyoudidtomeIunderstandbecauseIdidyou

wrongbutMuziwasinnocent.Hewasyoung,

youngerthanus!!Butyoulethimgotojailforyou.

Mageba:Whydoesn’tanyoneacknowledgethefact

thatIkilledhimtoprotectMuz’uvukile?

Nokukhanya:Amnotdone,UbBabawantsyou

bab’MakhosinitocleanseMageba’shouseforwhat

youdidtohim.Slaughteragoattoappeasethe

ZuluancestorsandalsodoaceremonyforMnqobi

tointroducehimtotheancestorsasyourown.

Makhosini:ButDalisudidaceremonyforMnqobi

Mageba:Ineverdiditbecausehewasn’tmine.

Makhosini:IwilldoitonlyifMnqobiagrees

HelooksatMnqobiwhohadhisheadhanging



lookingathisfeet,Ibelievehewasstillcryingand

asmuchasithurtmeIhadtofinishwhatIcame

herefor.

Nokukhanya:Mageba,Youwillhavetoforgiveyour

brotherforwhathedid,youwillhavetoslaughtera

whitegoatinhishouseandtelltheancestorsthat

youforgivehim.Thenyouwillhavetoslaughtera

blackgoatthatrepresentsthedarkancestorthatis

Mkhontoandaskhimtoreleaseyourson.His

controllingandmakinghimkillpeopleisJoburg.

Mnqobijerkshisheadupquicklyandlooksatme,

hiseyesarebloodshotredandthatjusthurtsme

evenmore.

Mageba:Nhlakaniphoisnotakiller!!

Nokukhanya:Magebayoucansithereandargue

withmeaboutthatoryoucandoasIsayandhelp

him.ForhisritualIwillhavetobeinvolvedbecause

Mkhontowon’tjustlethimgo.Uydlozielimdaka

elimnyana(hisanddirtyanddarkancestor).

Nhlakanipho’sangeristheonethatinvitedMkhonto,

NhlakaniphoisangryatMnqobiandbelieveshedid



himwrong.Mkhontoisfuelingthatangermaking

Nhlakaniphodoallthesethingsbuthisagendawith

Mnqobiwillbedealtwithatalaterstage.youall

knowhewasanangryandsickpersonwhokilled

andrapedwomenandnowhismakingNhlakanipho

dothesame.Hefeedsofhisangeranduseshimas

hepleases,youhavetohelphimbeforethepolice

catchhimorelsethereisnothingeitherofuscan

dowhenthathappens.

Henodshisheadlookingdown,Smangeleiscrying

ontheotherside,theoldwomanislookinginto

space.

Woman:Arethekillingsofwomentheytalkabout

onradioNhlakanipho’sdoing?OurNhlakanipho.

Nokukhanya:Yesmam,alsoMagebayouhaveto

apologizetoyourbrotherMuz’uvukileforwhatyou

did,cleansehimandhishouse.Lastlyyour

ancestors,theyneedtobewelcomedintoyour

home,yourfathercouldn’tevengetintoyourhouse

whenweweretherehestoodoutsidebecauseyou

neverwelcomedhim.Youhavetobrewumqobhoti

(Africanbeer)andslaughteracowtowelcome



themintoyourhome,alsoagoattotellthemthatis

whereyouarenowandwheretheywillfindyouand

yourson’s.Hesaysyoumustalsomakepeacewith

Nkanyezibecausewhathedidwasnotbador

shameful.Hesaysyoushouldbehappythatthe

cowsoftheZulupeoplewillremainhomebecause

ofwhatNkanyezidid.Hesaysitwasnotamistake

andthatitwasmeanttohappen.

EveryonewasquietforawhileuntilthewomanI

believeisMuz’uvukile’swifeaskedifanyone

wantedtea.Mnqobistoodupandwentoutside.I

followedhimandfoundhimstandingnexttothe

car.

Nokukhanya:Amsorry

Ihopehisnotangryatme,

Nokukhanya:AmreallysorryMnqobi,Ididn’tknow

untilIgothere,ifIdidIwouldhavetoldyou,Am

reallysorryyouhadtofindoutlikethat.

Heturnsandlooksatmethenpullsmeinforhug.

Mnqobi:Itwasn’tyourtruthtotellmylove,thank

youforeverythingyoudidinthere.Ihopeeveryone



willdowhattheyaresupposedtodotofreethis

familyofthisdarkcloud.

Nokukhanya:Theworstisover

Mnqobi:Ibelievethattoo

IsawMakhosinicomingandIpulloutofthehug.

Makhosini:Mnqobi

Ilefttogivethemsomespace...
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Mnqobi



Ilookedatthismanwho’ssupposedtobemy

father,howdoIsuddenlychangefromcallinghim

uncletocallingfather?MagebaistheonlyfatherI

haveknownmywholelifeandnowIfindoutithas

beennothingbutalie.Infactmywholelifehas

beenalie,it’ssofrustratingforme,theonlything

thatmakessenseinmyliferightnowis

Nokukhanya,mybaby.Iwonderiftheywouldhave

toldthetruthifshedidn’t.

Makhosini:Mnqobi,Iknowthisisdifficultforyouas

muchasitisforme.ButamhappythatnowIhave

someonetoleavemythingstowhenIdie.Amsorry

forallthatIdid,amthereasonyougrewupas

anotherman’schildandnotmine.Amhopingthat

heatleasttreatedyouwell.

Mnqobi:Aswellashecould

Makhosini:Iknowwhatyoumean,ifyouwouldlet

meI’dliketointroduceyoutotheancestorsasmy

sontomorrow.Iwantyoutobewelcomedassoon

aspossible.

Mnqobi:AmalreadyheresoIdon’tseeaproblem.



Makhosini:Thankyoumyson,ohLord!Itfeelsso

goodtocallsomeonemyson,youknowatsome

pointIthoughtIcouldn’thavechildren,Iwentto

doctorstomakesurebuttheyfoundnothingwrong,

thenIthoughtthatthewomenIhavebeenwith

weretheoneswithaproblemwhichwasoneofthe

reasonswhyInevergotmarried.Ineverwantedto

takesomeonewho’snotgoingtobeabletogiveme

children,nowthatthetruthisoutIdon’tknowwhat

tofeel,amangryatmyselfforwhatIdidwithyour

motherbecauseitdeprivedmethechancetobea

fathertoyou.Amreallysorryson,pleaseforgive

meforitall.

Mnqobi:Iwon’tstandhereandblameyouforwhat

happened.Youhadyourreasonsfordoingwhat

youdidandMagebahashisownforkeepingme

awayfromyou.Rightnowallthatisimportantisto

dowhatisrequiredbytheancestorsandallwillbe

well.Ialsoaskthatyougivemetimetoprocess

everythingthathasbeensaid,Ihavealwaysknown

youasmyuncleandnowallofasuddenyouare

myfather.It’sgoingtotaketimeformetogetused



toit.

Makhosini:Iunderstandsonbutpleaseletmekeep

callingyoumyson,youdon’thavetocallmefather

butpleasejustletmehavethisonething.

Mnqobi:That’snotaproblem,Iamyoursonafterall.

Rightnowalotisonmymind,Iwantedtopropose

tothewomanIlovebutIguessthatwillhaveto

waituntileverythingelseisdone.Idon’tevenknow

whichhomeamgoingtotakeherto,uzokotiza

kwabani?KwaDalisunoSmangeleNomaKwakho?

(wherewillshedoallthewifelyduties?AtDalisu

andSmangele’houseoryours?)thosearesomeof

thethingsthatonmymindbecauseafterallissaid

anddoneIwanttotakeNokukhanyaasmywife.

Makhosini:IhearyoubutsinceIdon’thaveawife

toteachherhowthingsaredoneherethenIthink

it’sonlyrightthatshegoestoDalisu’shousefor

SmangeletoteachherhowaZuluwifebehavesand

howthingsaredone.

Mnqobi:ThatwouldmakesensebutSmangele

doesn’tlikeNokukhanyaandIdon’twantmywife



abusedbyher.

Makhosini:Thereisalwayshere,shewillhavegogo

(Grandma)toteachherandthereisalways

Muz’uvukile’swife,she’shereandcanalsoplaythat

role.

Mnqobi:Iwillthinkaboutthatwhenthetimecomes,

rightnowIwanttoknowwhyMkhontoisusing

Nhlakaniphoagainstme,whatdoeshewant?

Makhosini:Idon’thaveanswerstothatbutIthink

theNokukhanyawouldhavethem.

Mnqobi:Letmecallher,wealsohavetoleaveso

thatwedon’tdriveatnight.

Makhosini:Sinceyouarealreadyherewhydon’t

youspendthenightatmyhouse?

Mnqobi:ThankyoubutIdon’twantNokukhanyato

beinanunfamiliarenvironmentrightnow,notafter

this.

Makhosini:Iunderstand.

Itookmyphoneandcalledher,Iaskedhertocome

outandshecame.



Makhosini:Myhouseisnotfarfromherewecango

talkthere.

Nokukhanya:Ifit’ssomethingrelatedtowhatIsaid

ithastobedonehere.

Mnqobi:Ijustneedanswersbabe.

Nokukhanya:Thenletsgoinside,yourgrandfather

doesn’twantanymoresecretsinthisfamily.

Inoddedthenwewentbackinside,Itookourseats.

Mnqobi:Myelders,todayalothasbeensaidandI

lotneedstobedonetofixthisfamilybutbefore

thatIwouldlikesomeanswers.

Mageba:HayiMnqobisidiniwethinaukukhuluma

intoenye..(noMnqobiwearetiredoftalkingabout

thesamething)

Makhosini:Hesaidhewantsanswersandanswers

hewillget.

Mageba:Youonlyfoundouthisyoursontwo

minutesagoandalreadyyouareplayingthefather

role.

Makhosini:ImightaswellstartnowsinceIdidn’t



havethechancetodoitwhenhewasachild.

Theyarereallygettingonmynervesthesetwo.

Mnqobi:TheanswersIneedhavenothingtodo

withthetwoofyou.Nokukhanyacanyoupleasetell

mewhyMkhontoisusingNhlakaniphoagainstme?

Smangele:Whyarewerelayingonhersomuch,she

isthesamewomanyoutookfromyourbrother

maybeyoushouldthinkaboutthatthenyouwillget

youranswers.

Mnqobi:LalelakeSmangele,uwabaleamazwiakho

ukusukelamanjengobaawuyonaingelosila.

MakuzakuNokukhanyawenahambelakudeuma

ukwaziokukulungele....(listenhereSmangelecount

yourwordsfromnowonbecauseyouarenotan

sainthere.WhenitcomestoNokukhanyastay

awayifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyou)

Hesaidpointingafingerathismother,hewas

angryatherforwhatshesaid.

Mageba:Youfoundyourselffatherandallofa

suddenyouaddressyourmotherlikethat?



Mnqobi:Thishasnothingtodowiththatbutthe

factthatIneedtoknowwhatMkhontowantsand

secondlyyouandSmangelehavenosayinwhatI

doordon’tbecauseyouhavenotevenapologized

tomeforwhatyoudid.Ordon’tIdeserveonefrom

you?Ormaybeyoudon’tseethewronginwhatyou

didthatyoudon’tseetheneedtoapologizetome?

Smangele:Youtalkasifyouhadnofathergrowing

up,yeswekeptthetruthaboutyourfatherfromyou

butyoudidn’tgrowupwithoutone.Magebawas

thereforyouandsowasI.

Mnqobi:KeepgivingyourselfcreditSmangele

becausenooneelsewill.Idon’tevenknowwhyit

tookmesolongtoseehowselfishyoubotharebut

nowthatIseeIdon’tthinkIwillevertrustyouagain.

SoSmangeleandyourhusbandkeepquietandlet

megettheanswersIneed.

Nokukhanya:Mkhontodoesn’twantanythingfrom

youhejustwantstopunishyourfatherforwhathis

brotherdid.

Mageba:Punishmeforwhat?



Nokukhanya:NoyoubutBab’Makhosini

Makhosini:WhatdidIdo?

Nokukhanya:Youwereborn

Makhosini:Idon’tunderstand

Nokukhanya:Yourfatherpromisedyouruncle

Mkhontocowsasastartupforhisownbusiness

butthenyourmothergavebirthtoyouaboyonthe

samedayhewassupposedtogiveyourunclethe

cows.Yourunclecameaskingforthecowsbut

yourfatherrefusedsayingthathenowhasmore

thanhiswifetotakecareof,hetoldhimthathewill

givehimthecalveswhenthecowsgivebirth.Your

unclegotangryandsworethatyourfatherwillpay.

WhenMagebafoundhimwantingtokillbaba

Muz’uvukileitwashimtryingtogetbackatyour

father.Nowthathediedwithoutgettinghisrevenge,

heblamesyoufornotgettingwhathewantedfrom

hisbrotherandwhatisthebestwayofgettingback

atyouthanthroughyourson?

Makhosini:Thatissick!Ineveraskedtobeborn

andIwasnotpartofthedealmyfathermade.



Nokukhanya:Evensobuttohimyouarethereason

hedidn’tgetwhathewanted.

Gogo:MkhontohasalwaysbeensicksoIdon’t

expectanythinglessfromhimnowthathisdead.

Amworriedaboutmygrandsonthathecanturn

intoasickmanlikehewas.Angerisnotgoodmy

childrennomatterwhattrytoforgivenotforthe

nextpersonbutforyourself.Toprotectyourself

fromevilancestorslikeMkhonto,fromevilpeople

outtherewholookforanopportunitytouseyou

againthepeopleyoulovejustbecauseyouhold

angertowardsthem.Theyfeedonitandfuelyouto

doingthingsyouneverthoughtyouwouldeverdo.

Forgive.

Nokukhanya:RightnowMagebayouneeditfinda

waytogetNhlakaniphoheresothatwecandothis.

Mageba:Mnqobiwillbringhimhome.

Makhosini:NowIreallybelievethatyouarecrazy,

whyinthehellwillhedothat?Didn’tyourwifesay

NhlakaniphoisangryatMnqobiandalsodoingbad

thingsoutthereinhisnameyetyouwanthimtogo



gethim?Areyouinsane?Hisnotdoingthat,hewill

tellyouwhereyoursonisifheknowsthenyoucan

goandgethim.Andpleasestopthisnonsenseof

makingMnqobiresponsibleforyourchildrenthey

arenothisbutyourstolookafter.

Mageba:Mxm

Mnqobi:Babyletsgoyouneedtorest.

Webiteveryonefarewellandleft.Wedrovetoour

house,themomentwegotthereweshowered,

orderedfoodateandwenttobed.Wearenow

cuddlingwithheronmychest.

Nokukhanya:Howdoyoufeelabouttheceremony

tomorrow?

Mnqobi:Idon’tknowwhattofeelaboutitbabe,

rightnowyouaretheonlythingthatmakessense

inmylife.Iknowwitheverythingthatwasrevealed

todayyoumayseemedifferentlybutpleasedon’t

giveuponme.

Nokukhanya:Givinguponyouisthelastthingon



mymind,IloveyouandIwillstandbyyouthrough

everything.

Mnqobi:Promise?

Nokukhanya:Withmylife

Mnqobi:Iloveyousomuch

Nokukhanya:Iloveyoumore.

Mnqobi:Letsgetsomesleepwehavealongday

tomorrow.Ididn’tthinkourweekendwillbelikethis.

Nokukhanya:Itturnedoutexactlythewayitwas

intendedto.

IturnedheraroundandIwasontopofher.Igave

heronelongkiss.Ilovethiswomansomuchand

amgladthatsheiswillingtostickaroundevenafter

theshittythingsthathappentoday.

Iknowit’sshortbutit’sallIcandoatthemoment

mybabyisnotwellthatiswhyIdidn’tpost

yesterday.
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Mnqobi

TwoWeekslater

Sigh!IfIwastodescribehowIamrightnowinone

wordthewordwouldbe“Tired”Ihavebeenbusyfor

thepasttwoweeksandhaven’thadtimetocatch

mybreath.Alothappened,firstIwasintroducedto

theancestorsasMakhosini’ssonandthathappen

theSundaybeforeIcamebacktoJoburg.Thenthe

followingweekendMakhosinididtheritualof

apologizingtoMagebaandappeasingthe



ancestors,Magebadidthesame,Iwasthereandso

wasNkanyezi,don’taskaboutNhlakaniphoamstill

comingtothatone.ThenlastweekendMagebahad

aceremonytowelcometheancestorsintohis

homeandalsowenttoapologizetouncle

Muz’uvukileforwhathedidtohimandalso

cleansedhishouse.Soallinalleverythingthatwas

supposedtobedonewasdoneexceptfor

Nhlakanipho.Theboyhasbeenverybusy,Mageba

triedtofindhimandcallhimbutwithnoluck.More

bodieswerediscovered,oneinLimpopowiththe

letter“Z”andoneinMpumalangawiththreeletter

“I”andthenameMGAZIwascomplete.SeewhatI

meanwhenIsayhisbeenbusy!Rightnowthe

policewanttoknowwhatthenamemeanandhow

it’sassociatedwiththewomen,manypeoplecame

forwardtoclaimthattheyknowthatMGAZIisa

clanname,whichisnotaliebutnowthequestion

remainonpeoplesminds“whichZulutribeis

involvedinthis”that’sisonequestionthepublic

includingthepolicehaven’tbeenabletoanswer.I

didn’thavetimetogogethimwithallthathasbeen

goingonbutnowamonmywaytotheNorthern



Capewherehisreportedtobe,Idon’tknowifhis

goingtokillsomemoreorwhatsincenowthename

iscomplete.KnowinghowcrazyNhlakaniphois

andthatdemonMkhontotheymightjustdecideto

rightmynamethistimeandmysurname,who

knowswhatevilsancestorsarecapableof,

especiallyinmanipulatinganunstablemindlike

Nhlakanipho’s.Myphoneringsassoonasthejet

landsandItookitoutofmypocket,it’soneofmy

guyssoIanswered.

Convo:

Man:Boss

Mnqobi:Talktome

Man:Hisstalkinganotherwomanaswespeak.

Mnqobi:Okaythat’senoughkillingforhim,detain

himbutdoacleanjob,letmeknowwhereyouare

amattheairportrightnowandIwillmeetyouthere.

Man:Noboss,don’tcomehere,letusdetainhim

andbringhimstraighttotheairportsothatyoucan

leaveimmediately.



Mnqobi:GreatideaIwillbewaitingandmakeit

quick.

Man:Yesboss

Mnqobi:Don’tforgetyouaredealingwithawell

tradingagentheresodon’ttrytofighthimjustdo

asIasked.

Man:Affirmative

Mnqobi:Good

Icutthecall,IguessnowIhavetowait.Igotothe

pilotandtellhimtokeeptheenginerunning

becausewewon’tbeherelong.

Narrated

Mnqobi’smenwerefollowingNhlakaniphowhowas

lookinggoodfollowingayoungbeautifulwoman

justlikeNokukhanya,lightincomplexionand

shapedjustlikeher.Hekeptsmilingtohimselfas

hewalkedbehindher,Mnqobidecidedtousesome

ofthenewmenthatjustjoinedtheForcesince



Nhlakaniphodoesn’tknowthem.oneofMnqobi’s

menopenedhisringthathadasharpmiddlepoint

withstrongsedativesinit.Hewalkedfasterashe

wasabouttopassNhlakanipholookingathis

watchpretendingtobeinahurry.Theotherswere

notfarbehindandsowasthegetawaycar.Hewent

andbumpedintoNhlakaniphoonpurposepricking

himwiththering.

Nhlakanipho:Fuckmanwatchwhereyougoing!

Man:Amsorry,Iwasjustlookingatmywatcham

runninglateforameeting.

Nhlakanipho:Justwatchitokay

Man:Amreallysorry

Whiletheywereexchangingwordswiththeman

Nhlakaniphostartedfeelingdizzyandhisvision

becomingblurred.Heshookhisheadandtouched

hisforehead.

Man:Areyouokay?

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tknow..Iamfeeling...alittle..

dizzyand...



Hedidn’tfinishwhathewassayingashefell

backwards,fallingintothehandsoftheothertwo

menwhowerefollowingbehind.Thecarstopped

rightnexttohimandtheyputhiminthebackseat

anddroveoff.Peoplewereleftwondering“what

justhappened”thosewhosawsomethingarenot

reallysurewhattheysaw.That’showquick

everythinghappened,Themendidn’tcaretokeep

totherecommendedspeedontheroadasthey

wereinahurrytogetoutoftheNorthernCape.

Mnqobiontheotherhandhasalreadycontacted

theofficialsinformingthemthathewasintownbut

topickuponeofhisownandleaving.Theyasked

himtonotcauseproblemswhilehisthereandhe

assuredthemthatitwasjustpickupnothingmore.

30minuteslatertheguysarrivedattheairport

privatehangerstoppingthecarrightinfrontof

Mnqobi’sjet.Theygotoutfastandtookan

unconsciousNhlakaniphooutofthecarcarrying

himintothejet.TheothersfromNorthernCape

tookthecaranddroveoffwhiletheothersgotinto

thejetandwaitedfortakeoff.Aminutelaterthe

enginerumbledevenlouderunderneaththeirfeet



andthejetmoved.Innotimetheywereintheair

withMnqobidrinkinghisfinestscotchand

Nhlakaniphosleepinginthesmallbedroominthe

jet.Hesatdownafterofferinghismendrinks.

Mnqobi:Youdidwelloutthereandhaveprovento

carryoutordersperfectly.

Man:Thankyoucommander

Mnqobi:Keepthisupandwewillworkverywell

together.

Themennoddedwithsmilesontheirfaces,pleased

thattheyhavedoneagoodjobandthecommander

complementedthemforit.Tothemthatwasa

guaranteethattheywillstayintheforce.

IcalledmybabywhenwegottoJoburgandtold

herwegotNhlakaniphoandthatwewereheading

toDurban.Shesaidshewillmeetusathome,Ialso

calledMakhosiniandMagebatoprepareeverything.

Theyagreedandafterdroppingtheguysand

pickingupmyusualguardsImademywayto

Durban.It’sfunnyhowNokukhanyahasbecomea



memberofmyfamilyandsomeonetheycanrelay

on.YesIwishshewasthereunderdifferent

circumstancesbutasshesaideverything

happenedexactlyhowitwasmeanttobe.Atleast

shewon’tbeseeingeveryoneforthefirsttimewhen

Imarryherandshegetsalonglikeahouseonfire

witheveryonebutmostlyBabalwauncle

Muz’uvukile’swife.She’smoreofhermothersage,I

havealsolearntalotaboutmyfamilyoverthepast

twoweekssinceMagebaneverreallyallowedusto

visitthem.MeandMakhosiniaretakingthingsone

stepattime,hisrichandhaschangehiswilland

puteverythingundermynameandhandedover

mostofhisassetstome.EvenafterItoldhimthatI

havemyownthingsheinsisted,lastweekwemet

withhislawyerswherehehandedovertomethe

sharesofoneofthelawfirmshehadsharesin.So

nowamaproudpartnerofalawfirmeventhough

silenceatthemomentbutmynamewillbeontheir

boardinaweekstime.Thelawfirmcouldcomein

handyonedaysoIwillkeepitasisforthetime

being.



WearrivedinDurbanandcarswerealreadywaiting

forus.WeputNhlakaniphoinwithmeinthecar

andIsatatthebackwhilemydriverdroveforus.

WhenwegetcloserIgiveNhlakaniphoanother

dozethatwillhelphimwakeupquickerbecause

withthekindofsedativehewasgivenhemight

evenwakeuptomorrow.Rightnowwejustneed

himlucidifhisdisorientateditwon’tbeaproblem

becauseMkhontowillbelucidenoughonhisbehalf

andhiswhowewantanyway.Whenwegetcloser

tohomeIseesmokeandpeoplegoingupanddown,

mylipscurvedintoasmile,thisiswhathome

shouldlookandfeellike.Wedroveintotheyardand

mytwofathersarestandingtherelookingatthecar.

WhenIstepoutaloneMagebacastshiseyesonthe

floor,amsurehisthinkingthatItoohavelost

Nhlakanipholikehedidwhenhetriedtofindhim.

MakesmelaughreallybecauseItoldhimwhere

Nhlakaniphowasandhewenttherelookingforhim,

Idon’tknowifNhlakaniphosawhimfirstorwhat

buthedodgedMagebaandleft.Thewayhewas



angrymanitwashilarious,notthefactthathewas

angrybutthefactthatNhlakaniphododgedhimlike

that,itremindedmeofwhenweweregrowingup,

hewouldseeMagebabeforeNkanyeziandIandhe

alwaysfoundwaysforustododgehimnomatter

howclosehewasNhlakaniphoalwaysfoundaway.

Sowhenhedidthat,Icouldn’thelpbutlaughwhich

gotMagebamoreangryandevenaccusedmeof

hidinghim.Myguysopenthebackdoorandpull

NhlakaniphooutandMakhosinicomesrushingto

help.

Mnqobi:Youdon’thavetostrainyourbackoldman

myguyshavegotitundercontrol.

Makhosini:Amnotthatoldyouknow

Ilookedathimwithhisgreyhairandweboth

laughed.Hisoldbuthistakingcareofhimselfandif

helivedinJoburghewouldbesomeyoung

woman’sblesser.Magebagoesintothehouseand

myguysfollowhim.

Mnqobi:Howishe?

Makhosini:Worriedabouthisson



Mnqobi:Thatistobeexpected.

Makhosini:Yesespeciallywithademonlike

MkhontoheyboyMkhontowasevilyhoo!Ican’t

evenimaginewhatthatboyhasbeenthrough.

BeforeIcouldanswermybabycomesoutlooking

beautifulinherlongolivevestdress,acardigan,

pumpsandasmalldoekcoveringherhead.She

lookedlikearealZuluwife,mywife,seeingherlike

thatIcouldn’tholditasIfoundmyselfmoving

towardshertakingbigstepslikeshe’sgonnarun

away.IgettoherandIpulledherintomyarmsand

huggedhertightlywithmyeyesclosednotwanting

toletgo.IheardMakhosinichucklebehindusandI

letgoandturntolookathim.Hehasthewidest

smileonhisfaceshakinghishead.

Makhosini:Younglovehuh

Nokukhanya:Siyaxolisababa

besingaqondile...(sorryfatherwedidn’tmeanto...)

hecutsheroffbeforeshecouldfinish.

Makhosini:Don’tworryaboutitchild,it’sactually

beautifultowatchyoungpeopleloveeachotherlike



this.It’sinspiringandbeautifultowatch.Mayyou

keeplovingeachotherthiswayforallthedaysof

yourlives.

Us:Thankyou.

Heleftusandwenttothehouse.Ilookedatmy

babyandstoleakisssinceshedoesn’twantusto

showaffectionhere.Shesaysit’sdisrespectfulbut

whatcanIdowhenIhavemissedherthismuch?

Wehaven’thadtimetoourselvesintwoweeks.I

enduredthatbecauseshewasbusybutIjustdon’t

thinkIwillbeabletoanymore.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi!

ShereprimandedafterIpulledoutofthekissbutI

justlookedatherandsmiled.

Mnqobi:Ngiqomilekodwala!Hayisthandwasami

mangishadenjekuphelangobawena

usungowakwaZulunje,unkosikaziwakaMageba

umfazikaMnqobiZulubhekeumuhlekanja?...(I

havechosenwellhere!NomyloveImustjust

marryyoubecauseyouarealreadyaZulu,wifeof

theMagebaclanMnqobiZulu’swife.Lookathow



beautifulyouare)

Sheblushedlookingaway.

Nokukhanya:Mnqobi!

Mnqobi:Ngiyakuthandyezwa?Ngikuthandangako

konkeenginakouwubambolwamiMaLuthuli.

Ngiyakuthandanganeyabantuangizenzifuthi

angazinjenomangithiniukukukhombisaukuthi

ngikuthandakanjani...(Iloveyouyouhearme?I

loveyouwithallthatIam,youaremysoulmateMa

Luthuli,IloveandIdon’tevenknowwhattodoto

showyouhowmuchIloveyou)

Nokukhanya:Nowyougoingtomakemecry,Ilove

youtoojustasmuchifnotmore,sometimesIfeel

likeamdreamingandthatIwillwakeupfromit

soon.

Mnqobi:Thisisnotadreammylove,evenifitwasI

willstillbetherelikeyouhavebeeninmineeven

beforewemet.

Nokukhanya:Whatdoesthatmean?

Mnqobi:Iwilltellyousomeothertime,rightnow



letsgointhereandgetthisoveranddonewith.

Wegotintothehouseholdinghands,Babalwa

smilewhenshesawusaswellasMakhosinibut

Smangelejustshookherheadindisgust.Ireally

don’tknowwhathappenedtomylovingmotherbut

Ihopeshewillcomearoundandacceptour

relationship.Magebaisnotinsightwhenwegotin

andIassumedhiswithNhlakaniphointhebedroom.

Nokukhanyaaskedeveryonetogatherintheroom

whereNhlakaniphowasshelitincenseandstarted

callingtheZuluclannames.Smokefilledtheroom

andeveryonestartedcouching,Nhlakanipho

coughedtoosittingupfromthebed,youcouldsee

thathewasstilldisorientedanddidn’tknowwhere

hewasorwhatwasgoingon.

Nokukhanya:WethankyoubonMagebaforthisday,

Iaskthatyoubewithmethroughitallasibring

yourgrandsonbackfromthelandofthedead.

Smangele:What!Whatdoyoumeanthelandofthe

dead?Doyoualreadywishhimdeathwhilehestill



breathes?

Mageba:WaitSmangeleletherexplainbecausei

alsodon’tunderstand.

Nokukhanya:CansomeonehelpNhlakaniphostand

sothatyoucanseewhatamtalkingabout?

MagebaandIhelpedeachotherwithNhlakanipho

balancinghimwithourshouldersandwestoodup

him.

Nokukhanya:Nowlookattheshadowsofthe

peoplestanding,howmanydoyousee?

Smangele:2

Indeeditwasonlytwoshadowsthatshowedmine

andMageba’s

Nokukhanya:Right!Youcanputhimdownnowso

thatIcanexplain.

WeputNhlakaniphobackandhelpedhimsitonthe

bedthenwentandtookourseatswhilethewomen

satonthefloor.

Nokukhanya:AsyouallsawthatNhlakaniphohas

noshadowwhichmeansMkhontotookhisshadow



anduseittobeonewithNhlakanipho.Rightnow

hisonlyMkhonto’svesselNhlakaniphoisnothere,

hiswherehisshadowiswhichisbetweenthetwo

worldswhereMkhontowasalltheseyears.

Mageba:Andwhereisthat?

Nokukhanya:Betweenthelandofthedeadandthe

living.Mkhontowasneveracceptedbyhis

ancestorsbecauseoftworeasons.1hewasnot

buriedtherightway,thewayaZulumanshouldbe

buried,theeldermanofthehousewillknowwhat

amtalkingabout.

Mageba,MakhosinianduncleMuz’uvukilenodded

inagreement.

Nokukhanya:Right!Secondlyhewasnever

acceptedbyhisancestorsbecausehewasdark

andheldalotofgrudgeswithhim,hadthey

acceptedhimhewouldhavefinishedthisfamilya

longtimeago.

Mageba:Sohowdowegetmysonback?

Nokukhanya:Itwon’tbeeasybecauseMkhontohas

beeninthisbodyforalongtimenow,longerthan



heshouldhavesoleavingisgoingtobedifficult.

ButfirstthemenhavetotakeNhlakaniphotothe

kraalandslaughterthewhitegoatandtellthe

ancestorsthathisvesselishereandthatyouneed

theirhelptobringhimback,thenyouhavetocome

backherewithhimsothatIcandomypart.

Wedidn’taskanymorequestions,wetook

NhlakaniphoorthevesselasNokukhanyacallshim

tothekraal,Magbespoketotheancestorsaswe

slaughteredthegoatthenwentbacktotheroom

withhimwhiletheyoungmenwereleftskinning

theygoat.

Nokukhanya:Nowamgoingtodomypart,butI

mustaskforthosewhoaresoftheartedtoleavethe

roombecausewhatamabouttodomightnotsit

wellwiththem.

Babalwa:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Nokukhanya:Prayandconnectwiththehigher

power.

Babalwa:ThenIdon’tseeareasontoleaveifit’s



justprayer.

Mageba:Mustyoupray?

Nokukhanya:Amsorryifamgoingtospeakoutof

turnbababutdoyouknowofotherwaystoconnect

withGodotherthanprayer?

Mageba:Nobutyoulitincensehereandspokewith

theancestors.Sowheredoesprayerfitin?

Nokukhanya:Allthatididwastraditionalorcustom

iswhatyourancestorswantedbutmypower

comesfromGodthegiveroflifeandIhavetoask

himtobringthatlikeback.Amnotagainstour

cultureandcustomsbecauseJesussaid“amnot

heretochangeyourcustomsandculturebutam

heretotellyouaboutyourfatherinheavenandthe

lovehehasforyou”

Shethenkeptquietandlookedateveryoneasif

askingiftheyhadmorequestions.Theroomwent

silentandsheaskedustokeepitthatway,she

startedprayingforalongtimethemkeptquiet.

ThensomethingIhaveneverseeninmylife

happened,shebecameaballofblazingfireandI



panickedandstoodonmyfeet.Sodideveryone

else,myheartboomedagainstmychestandIsaid

Iprayerofmyown“LordIdon’tknowwhatis

happeningbutpleasedon’ttakeherawayfromme”

Irecitedthatprayerinmyheadlikeamantrascared

outofmymind.Ididn’trealizeIwascryinguntil

Makhosinipulledmeinforahugwhisperingshe’s

goingtobeokay.That’swhenInoticedthat

everyonethatwasintheroomwasnowleaning

againstthewalllikemymenwhenguardingme.

Theylookedscaredashell.

Mnqobi:She’sburnishingletsdosomething

Ialsosaidwithmyvoicebreakingandamcrying

shamelesslyagainstMakhosini’sshoulderandhis

comfortingme.IfheweretoletgonowIdon’tthink

mylegswillbeabletocarrymybody,amweakand

hismystrength.

Makhosini:Itdoesn’tsmelllikesomeonewho’s

burning,lookatherclothestheyarestillintactand

she’snotcrying.Don’tyoufeelthepeaceinthis

room?



Ilookedattheclothesindeedtheywerenotburning

andnothingelsewasburningbutmyheartwasn’t

atease.Shemovedclosertothebedandaloud

voicesoundedoutofNhlakanipho.

Voice:Youstandrightthereanddon’tcomeany

closer!!

Nokukhanya:Mkhontoyoudon’tbelonghere.

Mkhonto:Sodoyou!Youareavisitorinthisworld

warriorangeljustlikeme!

Nokukhanya:Yesyourightbutamnotheretodo

evillikeyouandIdon’tpossesspeople’sbodies

andtaketheirshadowsyoudo.

Mkhonto:YouandIarethesame!Cometomyside

andwewillbeunstoppable!!Thepowerwewill

haveisoutofthisworld,wecanrulethesemortals

together!

Nokukhanya:Thatisnotmycallingandnowit’s

yourtimetoleave.

Mkhonto:Makemewarriorangel!Doyourworstbut

rememberwhateveryoudotothisbodyitwillbe



fatalasyouknowit!

Nokukhanya:Wewillseeaboutthat.

Theshock,theanger,thehopelessnessallofthese

IfeltwhenMkhontospokeoftakingherawayfrom

me.Iwantedtosaysomethingbutsheaskedusto

bequiet.Thepeoplearealsoquietstickingtothe

wallliketheyweregluedthere.Shemovedtohim

andMkhontosentherflyingacrosstheroom.I

moveforwardtryingtogettoherbutMakhosini

heldmetight.

Mnqobi:Letgoofme!!

Istruggledtogetoutofhisholdtogohelpmybaby

andseeifshe’snothurt.

Makhosini:Doyounowknowhowtofightspirits

now?Maybeyouleftthatpartoutwhenwewere

talkinggettingtoknoweachother.......ToBe

Continued....
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Nokukhanya

Istoodupanddustedmyselfthenlookedathim.I

needtofindawaytotouchhisheadandgethim

outbecauseifIfighthimthenormalwayitwill

damageNhlakanipho’sbodyandpossiblykillhimin

theprocessifhissouldoesn’treturntohisbodyin

time.

Mkhonto:YouandIaresomuchalikewhyareyou

fightingthis?

Nokukhanya:Thisisnothowthingsshouldbe,you

don’tbelonghere.

Mkhonto:Andyoudo?Comeonwarrior!Ifyoudid

thingshowtheyweresupposedtobedoneyou



wouldhavestoppedmewhenIstartedkillingthose

women.Theyareinnocenceinyourworldarethey

not?

Nokukhanya:Theyareandyoukilledthemknowing

everywellthattheyare.

Mkhonto:Didyounotvowtoprotectthem?

Nokukhanya:Ididwherearewegoingwiththis?

Mkhonto:Amtryingtoshowyouthatwedon’thave

tobeenemies,youandIarealike,youbrokeyour

promisetoyourGodandletmekillinnocence.

Nokukhanya:Thathasnothingtodowithme

Mkhonto:Ifyoupaidattentionyouwouldknowthat

ithadeverythingtodowithyou,Iwaslookingfor

yourattention,don’ttellmeyoudidn’tseethatthey

lookedlikeyou?Ohbutyoudidnoticebutyoudidn’t

doanythingbecauseyouwerebusywithyour

humanfamilyandlisteningtoyourdogdemonofa

father!

Nokukhanya:Hisnotadog!!

Mkhonto:Hisadogandyouknowit,yourGodnever



createdhumanswhoshiftshapeandbecomedogs,

onlydemonsdothat,youwereledtothatdogtokill

itandstopitfromkillingmorepeople!Butwhatdid

youdohuhwarriorangel?

Nokukhanya:Itookhimasmyfatherandlovedhim.

Mkhonto:Doyourealizethatyouwereabletolove

andsaveademonthatusedtokillinnocenceforno

reason?Whatissodifficultaboutjoiningme?

Nokukhanya:Youarenotcapableoflove

Mkhonto:Thenifthat’sthecasewhydidn’tItake

thisstupidboywithmetotheunderworldbecause

youknowverywellIcouldhavedonethat?

Nokukhanya:Stopthisjuststop!

Mkhonto:Wearealikeadmitit!Ilookedforyour

attentionandkilledtheinnocenceyouvowedto

protectandyoudidnothing!Youwerebusybeing

inlovethanfulfillingthevowsyoumadetoyour

God!

Nokukhanya:Iknowokay!!IknowIfailedmyduties

notoncebuttwicealready!Youdon’thaveto



remindme!YesItooktheloveademondoggave

meandusedittomyadvantage,yesIfellinlove

withahumanandyesIletinnocencedie!Isthat

whatyouwanttohear?Howmuchinfailed?

Mkhonto:Amjustremindingyousothatyoucan

seethatwearealikeandwedon’thavetofight.

Let’sjoinforcesandtakeoverthisworld,yourGod

hasgivenuponyounowjoiningmewon’tbeinvain.

Nokukhanya:WhatshouldIdo?

Mkhonto:Ican’tdoanythingwhileamlikethis,I

don’tknowwhattheygavemebutit’smakingme

weakandwanttofallasleep.SowhatIneedyouto

donowisgivemeyourhandandtransfersomeof

yourpowerstome.Ineedmystrengthtocombine

ourpowers.

ImovedclosertohimandMnqobicalledoutforme.

Mnqobi:Nokukhanya!

Ilookedathimandhewascrying,heneedstostop

thatithurtsmewhenhislikethat.

Mnqobi:Pleasedon’t!Don’tdoitbabyplease



ImovedmyeyesfromhisandlookedatMkhonto

andmovedforward.Hewasstillinbedleaning

againstthepillows,Ithinkheusedalotofenergy

whenhethrewmeagainstthatwall.Itookhishand

andhewassmiling.

Mkhonto:Youwon’tregretthis

Mnqobi:Babyplease,whataboutme?Pleasedon’t

dothisIloveyou!

Mkhonto:Hisonlyhumanandyoucanfindanother

tolove.Hewon’tgiveyouwhatIcan,power!

Nokukhanya:Youright,Ican’tmessupanymore.

Mkhonto:Good

Narrated

NokukhanyatookMkhonto’shandsandhelpedhim

situpstraightonthebed,Mkhontowassmilinga

devilishkindofsmilelookingatMnqobistruggling

togetoutofhisfather’sholdtocometohim.

NokukhanyaquicklyputherhandsonMkhonto’s



headandfireburnedcirclingbothofthemand

Mkhontocriedinpain.

Mkhonto:Noooo!!!Aaaaahhh!

HewasgettingweakasNokukhanyawasgetting

intohisheadtryingtolocateNhlakanipho,she

finallysawhiminthemiddleofnowhereinlimbo

sittingontheflooronthecornernexttoareddoor

thathadalotofknockingandvoicescallingforhim

toopenthedoor.Hehadhisheadburiedonhislegs

rockinghimselfbackingandforthrepeating“make

itstop,makeitstop!)

Nokukhanya:Nhlakanipho!

Nhlakanipho:Makeitstoppleasemakeitstop.

Nokukhanya:Nhlakaniphoit’smePortia,lookatme

Heliftedhisheadandsawher,tearsgushingoutof

hiseyeswhilelookingather.

Nhlakanipho:Amsorrypleaseforgiveme,tell

Mnqobiamsorrytooididn’tmeanit,Iwasjealous

youchosehimovermethatIwishhimnothingbut

death.Pleaseforgivemeamsorry.



Nokukhanya:HeyIforgiveyoubutInowIwantyou

totakemyhandsothatyoucantellMnqobi

yourself.

Nhlakanipho:NoIcan’t!

Nokukhanya:Yesyoucan,justtakemyhandand

wecangetoutofhere.

Nhlakanipho:Noyoudon’tunderstand!IfIdohe

willopenthedooragainandtheywillkillmethis

time.JusttellMnqobiamsorry.

Nokukhanya:Didyoueverloveme?

Nhlakanipholookedherwhilehewascryingof

coursehelovedher.

Nhlakanipho:Morethananything

Nokukhanya:Thencomebacktome,takemyhand

andcomewithme.

Nhlakanipho:HisgoingtoopenthedoorifIdo,he

diditwhenIdidn’twanttokillthatwomanand

thosethingsintherealmostkilledme.Hispowerful,

Ifactyouhavetoleavebeforehecomes!Please

leave!



Nokukhanya:Nhlakaniphocomewithmeplease,I

needyou,Mnqobineedsyouandsodoesyour

parents.Weallneedyouandifyoueverlovedme

youwilltakemyhandandcomewithmenow.

NhlakaniphotookNokukhanya’shandandthe

momenthedidshepulledhimupandhecome

backtohisbodywhileMkhontowascastout.He

cameoutsquealingandmovingaroundtheroom

asadarkshadowlookingforonewho’sweakto

takeovertheirbody.Nokukhanyaletgoof

Nhlakanipho’sheadandhefellonthebed.

Nokukhanya:Mkhontoisstillintheroomlooking

forhisnextvictim,ifyouknowyouareweakstart

prayingnowwhileIsortoutsomethingtotraphim

andsendhimbackwherehebelongs.

EveryoneintheroomstartedprayingevenMnqobi

buthewasprayingforthesafetyofNokukhanya,

MakhosiniprayingforthesafetyofMnqobi,

SmangeleprayingforherselfandMagebapraying

forhiselderson’swellbeing.Babalwawasjust



prayingforanythingandeverythingshecouldthink

of.Shewasalsoreprimandingherselffornot

leavingtheroomwhenshehadthechance.She

wasprayingtheloudestovereveryoneelse.

Babalwa:GodIknowamnotperfectamasinner,

youknowamasinnerbecausejusttheotherdayI

burntmyhusband’sfavoriteshirtonpurpose

becauseIdidn’twanthimtogotoCapeTownon

thatbusinesstrip.YouknowLordthatnothinggood

evercomesoutofmengoingonbusinesstrips.

Todayisabusinesstripthentomorrowapregnant

womancomingtomyhouseclaimingmyhusband

impregnatedthem.YouknowhowmenareandI

can’thavethat!ButLordIbelieveyousayinyour

wordthatyoupreferIsinnerthatiswillingtorepent

forhersinsthanasaintbecausesaintsarealready

ontherightpathright!Soitismeasinnerwhoneed

youbyherside.IpromiseIwon’tburnhisshirts

anymoreIwillfindanotherwaytostophimfrom

leavingandIalsopromisenevertogossipabout

Smangeleandhershenanigansandherthinking

thatshe’sabetterwifethanus.Eventhoughshe



doesthinkthatwhichIdon’tevenknowwhyshe

thinksthatwayLordshealsoneedsyoubyherside

becauseDamn!Thewomanismessedup,Idon’t

knowifherheadworkssometimeit’sjusttoomuch.

Idon’tevenknowhowherhusbandtoleratesher

butLordbewithherandhelpherchange.Ialso

prayforpoorpoorNhlakaniphoshamethepoorboy

knowsnothingaboutresponsibilityImeanhow

couldhewithamotherlikeSmangele?Butshame

poorthingitwasnothisdoing!Don’tpunishthe

childfortheparentsdoing,theyjustdidn’traisehim

right...

Shewasbubblingaloneshedidn’tevennoticethat

everyoneelsehadstoppedprayingandeven

openedtheireyesnowlookingandlisteningtoher

blabbingawayinthenameofprayer.Nokukhanya

wasbusydrawingpattensonthefloorandwallsof

theroom,Mkhontowastrappedandcouldn’t

escape.NokukhanyathenstartedprayingtoGod.

Nokukhanya:InthenameoftheFather,theSonand

theHolySpirit.FatherIcomebeforeyoutoday

againnotformyselfbutforthoseyousentmehere



tosaveandprotect.Ademonhasbeencastoutof

oneofyourchildren’sbodyandnowIneedyouto

interveneinsendinghimbackwherehebelongs.

Yousaidinyourwordthatwhateverisboundon

earthisboundinheavenandIdeclareinthename

ofyoursonJesusChristthatitisdone.Begone

demon!!

Aftershesaidherprayerlightshinedintotheroom

blindingeveryoneandcausingBabalwatostop

prayingandopenhereyes.TheLightshined

throughtheentireroomandMkhontowassent

backtowherehebelongsbetweenthelandofthe

deadandthelandoftheliving.Whenhewasgone

thelightvanished.Nokukhanyastoodupand

lookedateveryone.

Nokukhanya:Hisgonenowbutifyouwanthimto

staygonedotheritualItoldyouabout.Resumehis

remainsandburyhimtheproperway.Also

slaughterandbrewAfricanbeer,askandpleadwith

yourancestorstowelcomehiminthelandofthe

dead.Afterthathewon’tcomeback.

Mageba:Whataboutmyson?



Nokukhanya:Hewillbefine,histirednowlethim

restbutwhenhewakesuphewillknowwhattodo.

Mkhulutoldhimwhathewantedfromhim.

Smangele:Whenishegoingtowakeup?

Nokukhanya:Idon’tknowmahhisasleepnotdead.

Sheopenedthedoorandwentoutfollowedby

Babalwa.

Babalwa:Soyounothuman?

Nokukhanyalaughed

Nokukhanya:Iambutjustabitspecial.

Babalwa:Youarespecialalright

Nokukhanya:ButIthinkyouaremorespecialthan

mewomanwhatkindofprayerwasthat?

Shelaughed

Babalwa:OholeavemealoneGodheardmethat’s

whatit’simportant.

Nokukhanya:Andsodideveryoneelseincluding

Smangeleandyourhusband.



Babalwa:Theywillunderstandthatwasadifficult

situationbackthere,Ievenregrettednotgoingout

whenyouaskedusto.

TheybothlaughedandMnqobicametothem.

Mnqobi:Mamncane(aunt)canIpleasetalkto

Nokukhanya?

Babalwa:Sure

SheleftthemandMnqobihuggedhertightly.

Mnqobi:Don’teverdothattomeagain.

IkeptquietbecauseIcan’tpromisethat.

Mnqobi:DoyouhearmeMaLuthuli?

Nokukhanya:YesIhearyoubutIcan’tpromise

anything.

Mnqobi:Finebutdon’tdoitnoworanytimesoon

please.

Nokukhanya:Amtirednowbabethatwholething

drainedme.

Mnqobi:Icanseethat,thankyouforsavingmy

brother.



Nokukhanya:It’smyduty

Mnqobi:Thankyouanyway,let’sgohome.

Nokukhanya:Butyouarestillneededhere

Mnqobi:Youneedmemorelet’sgo

Istoodtherelookingathimwalkingtothecarand

opening,hecamebackandcarriedmebridalstyle

tothecarandputmeonthepassengerseat.He

walkedtohissideandgotin.

Mnqobi:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Nokukhanya:NotatthemomentIjustwanttosleep.

Mnqobi:OkaysleepIwillwakeyouupwhenweget

home.

Nokukhanya:Okay

Ipushedtheseatbacktogetroomformyfeetthen

adjustedtheseatbackandslept.

Pleaseshare
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Nhlakanipho

ImovedandmybodyfeelslikeIhavebeenhitbya

truck,justhowmuchdidIhavetodrinktofeelthis

way?Couldn’tanybodystopme?,Iopenedmyeyes

andMagebawasnexttomeinaflash.Wheredid

hecomefrom?Whyishehere?Hisbusyaskingif

amalrightandifIneedanythingIjustlookedathim

thinkingaboutwhyhishere?Hewentoutandcome

backwithuncleMakhosini.DamnIhaven’tseenmy

uncleinyears,helooksgoodthough.Butwhatare

theydoinginmyhouse!Whendidtheygethere?He

greetsthenheandMagebaaskifIcanstandonmy

ownwhichwasreallystrangebecauseIhaveboth

mylegssoIjustnoddedandstoodup.Theytold



metofollowthemandIdid,itwasearlyinthe

morningandamthemainhousewheremy

grandparentslive,wellmygrandmasincemygrand

fatherdied.HowdidIevengethere?Anddo

MagebaanduncleMakhosininowgetalong?Just

howlonghaveIbeensleeping?

Nhlakanipho:MagebahowlonghaveIbeenhere?

Mageba:Justaday,wewilltellyoueverything

whenwedone.

Donewhat?Whatisgoingonhere?ButIdon’taskI

justnodded.Theytookmetothekraalandlit

incense.UncleMakhosinithenstartedcallingour

clannamescallingtheancestorstobewithusand

forthemtotellmewhattheymustdo.Hekept

goingandgoinguntilIzonedout.IheardIvoice

talkingandIlistenedcarefully“Mygrandson,am

happyyouarehomeandsafefromtheclawsof

death.Tellyourfatherstoslaughteragoatto

cleanseyoubutyoumustslaughterthesecond

goatyourselftocleanseyourhandsoftheblood

thatisfilledinthem”IthoughtIwashearingthings

becausethevoicejuststopped.Magebatapsmeon



theshoulderandIlookathim.

Mageba:Whatmustwedo?

Nhlakanipho:Aboutwhat?

Makhosini:Ibelieveyouweretoldwhatneedtobe

done.

Nhlakanipho:Ijustheardavoicetellingmethatyou

havetoslaughteragoattocleansemethena

secondgoatImustslaughtermyselftocleanse

myselfofthebloodonmyhands.

Theynodded,couldtheancestorsbeangryabout

thekillingsIhavedonesinceIjoinedtheForce?

TheForcemyGodImissmyjob.Theytookthegoat

anditwasslaughteredit’sbileandherbswere

mixedtogetherandIwasaskedtobathwithit.

ThenIslaughteredmygoatandaskedmy

ancestorstoforgivemeforallthebloodIspilt,Ihad

tocatchthebloodofthegoatwithmyhandsandas

soonasithitmyhanditallcamebacktome.One

byonefacesofwomenshowedandhowIkilled

them.Idon’tknowwhy,howorwhatmademedo

that,whendidIdoit,isthatwhyamherenow?I



wasconfusedandmostlyscaredthatImayhave

killedPortiabecausethosewomenlookedsomuch

likeher.PortiaohmyGod!Itallcamerushingback

tome,thedoor,thevoiceshowthatevilmanthrew

metothosethingsandPortiacomingandgetting

meoutofthere.Whatishappeninghere?Wasitall

aDream?AtthispointIhadmorequestionsthan

answers.Whenitwasalldonewewentbacktothe

housewhilethemeatwasbeingcooked.Isatthere

withMagebaandhisbothers.

Mageba:SonIknowyoumighthavealotof

questionsaboutwhatishappeninghere.Firstlyyou

havetoknowthatMnqobiandNokukhanyasaved

you,youoweyourlifetothosetwo.

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tunderstandMageba

Mageba:Youwerepossessed

Ilaughedlikereallylaughed,Imeanwhostill

believesinthatshit?It’snotevenreal.

Makhosini:Hlekamshanaumusuqedile

usitshele...(laughnephewwhenyoudonetellus)I

lookedatthemandtheywereserious.



Nhlakanipho:Kantikwenzakalanibaba...(whatis

goingonfather)

Mageba:AsIwassayingyourgrandfather

Mkhontopossessedyou,Nhlakaniphoyoukilled

womenandcurvedyourbrothersnameonthem.

Nhlakanipho:Waitwhat?Thatwasn’tadream?The

killingofthosewomen,theroomandthethingsin

there,Portiasavingmeandthevoices.Wasitnota

dream?

Heshookhishead,ohmyGodwhathaveIdone.

Nhlakanipho:HowdidIgethereandhowdoIowe

mylifetoMnqobiandPortia?

Mageba:Mnqobibroughtyoubackhomeformthe

NorthernCapeafteryougavemeaslipupwhenI

cametogetyou.Nokukhanyacastoutthedemon

Mkhontoandbroughtyoubackfromwhateverroom

youaretalkingabout.

Nhlakanipho:OhLordwhatIhaveIdone!Tothink

thatIwantedMnqobideadyethisthesameperson

thatsavedmeand...Makhosinicuthimshort



Makhosini:Youwhat?

Nhlakanipho:Amsorryuncleandyoufather.

Makhosini:Tellmehowyouwantedtokillmyson!

Didyouhejustsayhisson?

Nhlakanipho:Yourson?

Makhosini:Yesmyson!Howandwhydidyouwant

tokillhim?

Nhlakanipho:Amsorryit’sjustthatafterPortia

rejectedmeandchosehimIgotangry,Ishothimat

firstandwarnedhimtostayawayfromherbut

whenhedidn’tIteamedupwithaChinesegangster

forhimtobekilled.

Mageba:UngenzanikodwaNhlakanipho...(whatare

youdoingtomeNhlakanipho)Ibelievedyouwhen

youtoldmealietomeandblamedMgaziand

madehimtobeinthewrongyetyoulied.Rightin

ourfacesyoulied.Heevenshowedmebullet

woundsbutItookyoursideanyway.

Makhosini:That’sbecauseyouareastwistedashe

is,howcanyoubelievehimwhenyousawbullet



woundsonmyson?Thismakesmewonderthe

kindofchildhoodMnqobihadifthisishowyou

treatedhimasanadult.

Mageba:AmsorrybrotherIwasblinded

Nhlakanipho:WhyisunclecallingMnqobihisson?

Mageba:That’sbecauseheis.

Nhlakanipho:Thenwhoishismother?

Mageba:Yourmotherisalsohis,hisstillyourolder

brother.

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tunderstand

Makhosini:Youdon’thavetounderstandbecause

it’sinoneofyourbusiness,youwantedmyson

deadyethestillhelpedyouevenafterthat.You

hatedhimforthedecisionmadebyawoman,you

putyourbrotherhoodatriskbecauseofyour

jealousy.Yethestillcamethroughforyou,ifyou

don’tchangeyourwaysafterthisthenoneofthese

daysyouwilldieandhewon’tbetheretosaveyou.

Nhlakanipho:Amsorryuncle

Makhosini:Youareapologizingtothewrongperson.



Tosayamashamedofmyactionswouldjustbe

mebeingfoolishbecausemyactionsdeservea

properpunishment.IdeservejailforthewomenI

murderedsothatthefamiliescanhaveclosure.

Mnqobidoesn’tdeserveonlymyapologybutmy

actionsshouldshowhimhowsorryIam.Portia,I

don’tevenknowwhyamstillalivetodayafter

gettingherkidnapped.TheGeneralwaslenientwith

meanditwasbecauseofMnqobi.BasicallyIowe

myentireexistencetoMnqobi,histhebestbrother

anyonecouldeveraskfor.Whydidn’tIseethis

before?

Nokukhanya

Icouldn’tsleepatalllastnight,Ionlysleptfora

coupleofhoursandIwasawake.Ican’tstop

thinkingaboutwhatthatdemonsaid,ifIcameinto

myfather’slifetokillhimwhywasn’tIshownthat?

Hesavedmeandtreatedmewell.Couldthatbethe

reasonwhyhisfatewaschanged?Yeshehasa



demonandyespartofwhatIdoisvanquish

demonsbuttherewasnothingthattoldmeIshould.

Ishemaybeprotectedbecauseofme?DoIeven

havetotellhimthis?

Mnqobi:Baby

Nokukhanya:Morning

Mnqobi:Whatswrong?

Nokukhanya:Nothing

Mnqobi:Iknowyounowtellmewhat’swrong?

Nokukhanya:Justwhattheydemonsaid.

Mnqobi:Don’teventhinkaboutthatonehisnot

worthit.

Nokukhanya:IknowbutIcan’thelpbutthinkthat

thereissometruthtowhathesaid,youknowabout

myfather,hehasademonMnqobiandIvanquish

demons.

Mnqobi:Yesyoudobutyoudidn’twithyourfather

becausehismorethanjustademon,hislovefor

youhasproventhat.



Nokukhanya:IknowbutwhatifIwasreallymeant

tokillhim.

Mnqobi:WellGodputhimtoatestandgavehim

you,youchangedhimalotandhebecameabetter

person.RememberBabalwa’sprayer?

IlaughedalittleBabalwaisonecrazywoman.

Nokukhanya:Whataboutit?

Mnqobi:ShesaidinherprayerthatGodlovesa

sinnerthatiswillingtorepentthanasaint.Which

meansthatwhenyoucameintoyourfather’slife

youchangedhim,youdidn’tdomuchyoujusthad

tocomeintohislifeandhechangedandbecamea

fatherandabetterpersonforyou.Youchanged

himjustlikeyouchangedme,yourlove,thepeace

thatyoubringtothosewhocomeclosetoyouis

whatmakespeoplewanttochangeandbealittle

bitlikeyou.Godchangedyourfathersfatebecause

hechanged,foryou.

Nokukhanya:Thankyouformakingmeseethatbut

doyouthinkIshouldtellhim.

Mnqobi:Whatwillyoutellhimexactly?



Nokukhanya:Idon’tknow

Mnqobi:Youdon’tknowbecausethereisnothingto

tell.Ifyoutellhimallthishewillfeellikeyouare

doubtingthelovehehasforyou.

Nokukhanya:No!Idon’tdoubtforasecondthatmy

dadlovesme,thatmanwouldgothroughthefires

ofhellforme.Helovesmelikehefatheredme

biologically.Ieventhinksometimesthatheloves

memorethanhelovesSiboniso.

Mnqobi:Sodoyouwantallhishardworktochange

andbethefatheryouandSibonisoknowtodayto

beallfornothingjustbecauseofademon?Isit

worth?

Nokukhanya:Noit’snot

Mnqobi:Thereyougo

Nokukhanya:Thankyousomuchmyloveforbeing

hereforme.

Mnqobi:Amnevergoinganywhere,youandI

belongtogether.Iloveyou.

Nokukhanya:AndIyou.



MnqobiisrightIcan’tdoubtmyfathernoworwhat

ourrelationshipis.WemetbecauseGodwantedus

to,helovedmewithoutbeingtoldto,heprotected

mewithallhehadwithoutanyoneputtingagunto

hishead.Godchangedwhateverfatehehadfor

himandamhappytohavemyfatherwithme.Am

happythatIdon’thavetokillhim,whydidIeven

doubthimandhisloveforme.“Lordpleasehelpme

changethethingsthatIcan,toletgoofthoseI

cannotandthewisdomtoknowthedifference.”
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5Monthslater

Nkanyezi

Thishasbeenthelongest5monthsofmylife,the

tearshavegottenworse,thecomplaintsaboutthe

everythingandanythinghasgotmetiredbutina

monthIwillhavemybabyandeverythingwillgo

backtonormal.Whenshe’sangryatmeand

doesn’twanttotalktome,shecrieswhilecleaning

thehousethencook.Whenshe’slikethatIknow

betterthantoaskhertostopbecausethelasttimeI

didshegotsoangrythatshethrewapanatmethat

Iusedtomakeeggsforbreakfast.AfterthatInever

askedhertostopwhenshegoesonaangry

cleaningorcookingspree.Mnqobilaughsatme

eachtimeIcallhimtocomplainnxthetraitor!He

oncecameheretovisitmysunlightwasupstairs,

shecamedownandwhenshegottousshelooked

disgusted.Shesniffedaroundtellingusabout

somethingthatsmellsinthehouse.Sheopened



windowsandputonanairconbutstillshewasnot

atrest.Mnqobiaskedforanotherbeerandshe

wentandgotit,shewentandgavetoMnqobithen

outofnowhereshestartedbeatinghimwithher

smallfeasts.Igotupandheldhermakingherstop,

shewascryingandshoutingthatMnqobiismaking

afoolofher,whenIaskedhowshesaidhemade

herlookforwhatwassmellingtheentirehouseyet

heknowshistheonewhosmells.Shechasedhim

outshoutingthatshewon’tbemadeafoolinher

houseandthatshedoesn’twantsmellypeople

around.Mnqobileftlaughingandthatgothereven

moreangry.IwasleftcomfortingherforsmellsI

don’tknow.FromthereIgotMnqobitovisitwhen

shewasn’thomeYhooshecamebackandstoodat

thedoorandyelledforMnqobitogetoutofher

housewithhissmells.Itoldherhewasn’therebut

shewantedtomakesure,soshelookedandwhen

shedidn’tfindhimshetookairfreshenerand

sprayedaroundthehouse.MindyouIstopped

wearingcolognewhenshewas4monthspregnant

becauseallofasuddenitsmelledlikecowdug.

LikehowinthehelldoesaR8000colognesmelllike



cowdug?ButIstoppedbecausethedoctorsaidthe

smellsshegetsareforhertoprotectthebaby

becausesomeofthemaretoxicwhichwhy

pregnantwomenhavesupersmellingsenses.

AgainItoldmybrotherhopingforaproperadvice

fromanelderbrotherbuthelaughedandtoldmeit

servesmerightformakingababybeforehim.But

whenitcametohimhesaidIwasonmyownand

thathewillnotcometomyhouseuntilthebabyis

born.

Nkanyezi:Letsgomysunlight

Noma:Whyarewegoingthereagain?

Nkanyezi:Becausewewereinvitednowlet’sgo.

Noma:Amsonotlookingforwardtothis.

Nkanyezi:Metoobutyouwillneedhelpwhenyou

givebirthsoiftheywanttofixthingsnowletthem.

Noma:Fine!

WewereinvitedbackhomebySmangelefora

familylunchasshecallsit.Wehaven’tsetfood

thereforthe5monthsandallofasudden



Smangelecallsandaskedustocomeforlunch.I

agreedbecausereallymysunlightandIwillneed

herhelpwiththebaby.BothmysunlightandIare

cluelesseventhoughwetakeclassessomeone

withexperiencewouldhelp.IfSmangelewantsto

makeamendsthenthatwillhelpwithalotofthings

suchasthebabyandmemarryingmysunlight.

Noma:BabaSmanga

OhLordnotnow!AnotherthingIforgottomention

isherappetiteandnotforfoodbutotherthings.

WhenshecallsmethatIknowexactlywhatshe

wantsandshe’snotgettingit.Weareleavingthat’s

it!Thiswomanwantsitallthetimeandmything

sometimeslookedlikeanovercookedRussian

becauseofhowmuchsheabusesit.Ihopethis

babyisaboy!Wedon’tknowthegenderbecause

hedecidestohideeachtimewegoforascan.

Noma:NkanyeziZulu!

Nkanyezi:Mysunlight

Noma:Canweplease..youknow

Nkanyezi:NowelategetoutsothatIcanlock.



Noma:Nkanyezi!

Nkanyezi:That’smyname

Noma:Mxm

Hayingekengafabo!!...(ohnoIwilldieyhoo!!)

Weleftanddrovehomewithhersulking,Idon’t

careIwilldealwithitlaternotnow!Youcanbelieve

shemanipulatedmeandsaysIintroducedhertoit

andmadeherpregnantsoImustdealwithit.Really!

Grinder

Thingswithmehavebeengoingwell,amstillwith

SageandNomfundoatthesometime.Gorawas

truetohispromiseandmanagedmylife,hemade

surethatInevermakeanyofthemfeelneglected,

hemadesurethatwhatIdidforNomfundoIdidfor

Sage.IfIsendflowersImakesureIsendtoboth,if

ItakeoneoutoneweekendItakeanotheroutthe

nextandithasbeengoingwell.ButtodayIdecided

totellthem,theyneedtomaketheirchoiceifthey



wanttostayinthisrelationshipornot.It’snotfair

formetocontinuewiththemwithoutgivingthema

choice.SotodayIcookedandaskedthembothto

comeover.

Gora:Ireallydon’tunderstandyouman.

Grinder:Whatdon’tyouunderstand?

Gora:Whyareyoumessingwiththesystemthat

works?Youloveboththesepeopleandsofarthere

hasbeennoproblems.

Grinder:IunderstandwhatyouaresayingbutIfeel

likeifIcontinuethiswaythenamtakingawaytheir

choice.It’slikewhensomeoneismaybeHIV

positiveandnottelltheirpartneraboutit.That

personismakingadecisionforthenextpersonand

thatisnotrightit’stheirlivestellthemandletthem

decideiftheywanttostayorleave.That’swhatam

goingtodowiththem,givethemachoicetodecide

forthemselvesiftheywanttostayornot.

Gora:LetmegobeforeSagegetsherebecausehe

willthinkamtheonewhocorruptedyouandmight

evenfightmeyouknowhiscrazy.



Grinder:Sureboythanksforeverything

Gora:Sureboy

HeleftandIcontinuewithmycooking.Amnervous

aboutallthisbecausetheymightjustdecideto

leavemeespeciallyNomfundo.Ihavebeenwithher

for3yearsnowandIloveherasmuchasIlove

Sage.Theyarebothdifferentyetamazingpeopleto

bewith,aknockcomethroughandIwenttoopen,

Nomfundowasontheotherside.

Grinder:Baby

Nomfundo:Heylove...(shehugsmeandiletherin)

smellsniceinhere.

Grinder:Foodwillbereadyinafewminutes,make

yourselfcomfortable.

Nomfundo:MmmIcantwait

Shegoestothefridgeandgetsherselfabottleof

openedChardonnayandpoursaglassforherself

thensitonthehighchairandwatchmecook.Am

evenmorenervousnowthatshe’sherethanbefore

andamstartingtodoubtifamdoingtherightthing



ornot.AnotherknockcomesthroughwhileIwas

makingmyselfbusierthanIwas.

Nomfundo:Iwillgetit.

Grinder:NositdownandenjoyyourwineIwillgo

open.

Nomfundo:Okay

IgoandopenthedoorandSageisstandingonthe

othersidelookinghandsome.Hereallyisinto

fashionantodayhewentallout.

Grinder:Youlookhandsome

Sage:Beautifulbabeambeautifulnothandsome.

Grinder:Okaycomeoninandmakeyourself

comfortable.

Hecomesinandclosesthedoorbehindhimthen

followsmetothekitchenandstopsonhistracks

whenheseesNomfundo.

Sage:Ididn’tknowyouhavecompany

Grinder:It’sjustthetwoofyou,Sagethisis

NomfundoandNomfundothatisSage.



Nomfundo:NicetomeetyouSage

Sage:Sameheredarling.

Grinder:MakeyourselfcomfortableSageam

almostdone.

Sage:Sure.

Itakethecutleryandcrockerythenwentandset

thetableforthethreeofus.Amworriedbutthey

seemtobetalkingandlaughinginthekitchen.If

onlytheyknewwhatthiswasabout.Iwentback

andthefoodthenplaceitonthetable.Iwentback

andtoldthemtojoinme.Wesatblessedthefood

andate.

Sage:Thisisreallygood

Nomfundo:Yeahitis,hisreallygoodinthekitchen

surprisingly.

Grinder:Whysurprisingly?

Them:Becauseyoudon’tlooklikeamanwho

knowshiswayaroundthekitchen.

Grinder:Okayyoudon’thavetoganguponme.



Theylaughed,whenwewentoneatingthenthey

offeredtoclearthetableandwashthedishes.

WhichwasgoodformebecauseIneededtimeto

calmmyself,IwenttotheloungeandSagebrought

meabeer.Fewminuteslatertheyjoinedmewith

theirwine,it’snowornever.

Grinder:GuysIcalledyouhereforareason,am

bisexualandIhavebeendatingthebothofyoufor

about5monthsnow,Nomfundoyouknowwehave

beentogetherfor3yearsandyouSagefor5

months.Ibroughtyouheresothatyouknowabout

whoIamandforyoutodecideforyourselvesifyou

wanttocontinuewiththisrelationshipornot.

Nomfundo:Whatdoyoumeanyouarebisexual?

Grinder:ImeanIlovebothmenandwomen.

Nomfundo:Butyounevertoldmethisbeforeand

haveyoubeendatingbothmeandothermenall

thistime?

Grinder:No!Ihaven’tbeenwithamanforyears

nowuntilImetSageafewmonthsagoandI

couldn’tresist.Inevertoldyoubecausetherewas



noneed,Ihaven’tbeenwithamanandIthoughtI

willneverbewithoneuntilSagecamealong.

Nomfundo:WOWsohowdoyouexpectmeto

competewithaman?

Sage:Womanbabenotaman.

Nomfundo:DoyouperhapshaveavaginathatI

don’tknowabout?

Sage:Haveyouperhapstookalookatmyprivates

anddiscoveredthatIdon’thaveonesinceyouso

sure?

Grinder:Okayenough!Nomfundothereisno

competitionhere,youhaveyourplaceinmyheart

andsodoesSage.IjusttoldyouthatIhavebeen

withbothyouandSageforthepast5months.In

thattimedoyouhavesomethingtocomplainabout?

Nomfundo:Noyouhavebeenbetterthanbefore.

Grinder:Exactly!BecauseIdidn’tstoplovingyou

justbecauseSagecameintothepicture.Iloveyou

bothfordifferentreasonsbecauseyouareboth

remarkablepeopleandIwouldlovetohaveyou



bothinmylife.Amtellingyoubothnowsothatyou

candecideifyouwantthisrelationshipandmeasI

amoryouwantout.It’suptoyouandyoudon’t

havetogivemeananswernow.

Nomfundo:Ineedtimebecauseneverinmylifedid

IthinkIwilleversharemymanwithanotherman.

Grinder:ItiswhatitisandIcan’tchangewhoIam

unfortunately.

Nomfundo:Whyareyouquiet?

Sage:Becauseyouaretheonewho’sbeeninthis

relationshiplongerandyouaretheonewhodidn’t

knowhissexuality.Lastlyyouaretheonewho

needstodecideifyoustayingornot.WhenIcame

intohislifeIdidn’texpecthimtobesinglewhichis

whythiswholethingdoesn’tsurpriseme.

Nomfundo:Sinceyouunderstandthatandyouare

theonewhocameandcorruptedmymanwhydon’t

youleaveandlethimbe?

Grinder:BecauseIwanthiminmylifeasmuchasI

wantyou.



Nomfundo:Ican’tdothisamsorry

Shetookherbagandheadtothedoor.

Grinder:Pleasethinkaboutit.

Nomfundo:Idon’tknowNyezireallyIdon’t,right

nowIneedtimetoprocesseverything.

Grinder:Takeyourtime

SheleftandSagehuggedmefrombehind.

Sage:Amsorry

Grinder:It’sokay,shehaseveryrighttobeangry

andconfused.

Sage:Amhereforyoushouldyouneedtotalk.

Grinder:ThankyouSage,canIpleasebealonenow?

Sage:Notaproblem

Hewentandtookhisbagthemkissedmeandleft.

Wellatleastitdidn’tgoasbadasIthought,I

thoughtshewasgoingtocallmeafreakor

something.
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Mnqobi

MylifeisnothingtowhatIhadenvisioneditwillbe,

IthoughtIwillremainupthereatthetopbarking

ordersatmypeoplethenonweekendscallupone

ofmyladyfriendstospendaweekendwith,orgo

hometovisitMagebaandSmangele.Butnope

that’snothowmylifeisrightnow,Ihaveafather

whonosolongagoIthoughtwasmyuncle,his

playingthisfatherroleverywellandMagebahas

changedaftereverything.Ialsohavemybrother

Nkanyezihomeandexpectingmynieceornephew

fromthewomanwhowasmywifenottosolong



ago.Nhlakaniphohasbeengoingtotherapyafter

wantingtoturnhimselfintothepolice,wellhedid

andconfessedeverythingbuttherewasno

evidencetobackuptheconfessionsoIgotmy

lawyerfrommyfirmtogethimoutwiththeinsanity

plea,hewenttotherapyprovidedbythecourtand

Nhlakaniphowentandspokeaboutdemons,thered

door,voicesandbeingpossessed.Hewastelling

thetruthbutwhitepeoplebeingwhitePeople

straightuptoldthecourthewasinsane.Sohewas

releasedandthefamilytoldtotakehimtoseea

professionalsincehewasinsanethat’showhegot

out,hiskeepingtohimselffornowandaskedthat

wegivehimsometimetofindhimself.Istillkeepan

eyeonhimthoughamnotsurewhymaybeit’shabit

todoso.Butwhat’smostimportantisthatnext

weekendampayinglobolaformefiancé,yes

NokukhanyaandIgotengagedlastmonth.Iwentto

herfatherandaskedforherhandinmarriage

beforetakinghertoCapeTownandproposingto

herontopoftablemountain.Weareonourway

homeSmangeleinvitedusfora“familylunch”We

neverhadoneofthosebutIthinkshewantstoget



intothehabitofitnowthateveryonegetsalong.

NkanyeziandNomalanga,Myfather,Babalwaand

uncleMuz’uvukileallwillbethereamjustnotsure

aboutNhlakanipho.

Nokukhanya:BabeIdon’tthinkit’sagoodideafor

metobetherethough.

Mnqobi:Youhavebeensayingthatsinceyesterday

butyouhaven’ttoldmewhyyoufeelthatway?

Nokukhanya:Firstlybecauseamnothingbutan

upgradedgirlfriendtoyoubecauseIstillhaveno

legalclaimtoyouandthatisyourfamilyhomeI

shouldn’tbethere.Nowitwillappearasifambeing

forwardjustbecauseIhelpedwithwhatwasgoing

on.IfeellikenowIshouldbesteppingintoyour

homeasyourwifenotagirlfriend.

Mnqobi:Younotmygirlfriendyoumyfiancéoran

upgradedgirlfriendasyousaybuttomeyouare

morethanthat.In6daysIwillbepayinglobolafor

youandyouwillbemywife.Youbeingtheretoday

orin6daystimemakesnodifference.

Nokukhanya:KodwaMnqobi...(butMnqobi)



Icuthershort

Mnqobi:Nomylove,Iwon’tletyoudothisnottoday,

IloveyouandIwantyoutobetherewithmetoday.

Isthattoomuchtoask?

Nokukhanya:Iguessnotbecausewearealready

here.

Indeedwehadarrived,Idon’tknowwhyshewas

complainingbecauseIwasn’tgoingtoturnback.

Theyardisfullofcarsandthereisanicetent

outside.Itlooksfancyforalunchthoughbutthen

againnothingisevertoomuchforSmangele.We

getoutandwalktowardswherethevoicesare

comingfrom.

Nokukhanya:Areyousurethisisjustalunch?

Mnqobi:Ithinkso

Nokukhanya:LooksfancyandIfeelsounder

dressed.

Mnqobi:Youarebeautiful

Shedidn’tgetachancetosaysomethingaswe

appearedtothepeople.Everyoneishereincluding



Nhlakanipho.

Mnqobi:Sanibonani...(hello)

Smangele:WelcomeMnqobi!Youtwocansitthere

nexttoNkanyezi.

Mnqobi:Thankyou

WewalktoourseatsandNomalangagivesmean

evileyeandIknewshewouldgocrazyshouldIsit

theresoIaskedNhlakaniphotositnexttoNkanyezi

thenNokukhanyanexttohimandIthelastnextto

Nokukhanya.Thetableisnicelyset,it’salong

rectangulartableandweallfitinjustperfectly.

Everyoneistalkingandlaughinguntilcaterers

broughtfood.Ididsaythatnothingisevertoo

muchforSmangele.Sheclearsherthroatandwe

allkeepquietandlisten.

Smangele:FirstlyIwouldliketothankyouallfor

beingheretodayeventhoughsomeofmightbe

wonderingwhyyouheresincewepartedwaysina

notsogoodmanner.ToNkanyeziandNomalanga,

mychildrenyourfatherandIwouldliketo

apologizeforhowthingsturnedout,howwehandle



thesituationbetweenyoutwo,ittookalotofthings

happeningandtoancestorsbeinginvolvedforusto

seewhatwedidwaswrongandforthatwewould

liketoapologize.

Nkanyezi:Thankyoumotherandpleasedoforgive

usaswellforhowwedidthings.Thisisyourhouse

andwedisrespecteditandthebothofyouforthat

weapologize.

Mageba:It’sinthepastnowson,nowwehaveto

buildthisfamilytobestrongerthanever.

Makhosini:Iagree

Babalwa:Nottogooutoftopicoranythingbut

Smangeledoyoumaybehavesomebreadbecause

thisfoodwastoolittlenotevenasixmonthold

childwillbefullwiththisfood.

Welaughed,weonlyjusthadstartersandshe

thinksthat’sallthatfoodwewillhave.

Makhosini:Brotheryouhavetocometometogive

youtipsonrelationships,youalsoneedtostart

takingyourwifeoutmoreforhertogetusedto

thesekindsofthings.



Babalwa:Hayingekebabangiyabongauma

ngizodlaukudlaokuncanekanje!...(notmyhusband

thankyouifamgoingtoeatfoodassmallasthis!)

sheclappedherhandsinadramaticmannerand

welaughed.Justthenthecaterersbroughtinthe

maincourse.

Makhosini:Thatwhatyoujusthadmybrother’s

wifeiscalledastaterandthisisamaincourse.

Muz’uvukile:LeavemywifealoneMakhosiniof

coursesheknowsthis

Babalwa:Ngazelaphibaba?...(howdoIknowmy

husband?)

Muz’uvukile:Amen

Welaughedathim.Iwhisperedtomybaby.

Mnqobi:Areyoustillokaymylove?

Nokukhanya:Morethanokay

Mnqobi:Amgladtohearit.

Nhlakaniphoclearedhisthroataswellandwekept

quietandlookedathim.



Nhlakanipho:Iwouldlikethatthankeveryonewho’s

hereforcomingandIwouldalsoliketoapologize

FirsttoMgazimyelderbrother,myprotector,Mgazi

IwouldliketoapologizeonceagainforallthatI

havedonetoyou,angergotmedoingcrazythings

andintheprocessIdamagedourrelationship.I

hopethatonedayyoucanbeabletolookatmeand

seethebrotheryouonceknew.Toyourfiancéand

mysisterinlaw,Nokukhanyaamsorryfor

everythingIputyouandMnqobithrough.IthoughtI

deservedyoumorebecauseIknewyoulongerthan

MnqobididbutIforgotonethingthatwhenlove

comesitdoesn’tmatterhowlongyouhaveknowna

personyouwilllovethemanywaybecausethat’s

whatloveisabout.Itcomeswhenyouleastexpect

itandyouchosewellwithMnqobibecausehisthe

bestmanyoucaneverhave.

WhathesaidtouchedmedeeplybutIdon’tthinkI

cantrusthimyet.Hestillneedstoprovehimself.

Mnqobi:IdoforgiveyoubrotherandIhopewith

timeIwillgettolookatyouandseethebrotherI

usedtoknow.



Nokukhanya:AmnotonetoholdgrudgesandIwas

neverangryatyoutobeginwithbutIforgiveyou.

Nhlakanipho:Thankyouboth.

Makhosini:Ihaveneverbeeninthishouselikethis

nowIdon’tevenknowwherethemen’sroomis.

Smangele:Iwillshowyouamgoingtothekitchen

anyway.

Theystoodupandleftthetentgoinginsidethe

house.

Narrated

MakhosiniandSmangelegotinsidethehouse,

SmangeleshowedMakhosinithebathroomthen

shequicklywenttoherroomwhichwasnotfar

fromthebathroomandfixedherself,reapplyingher

lipstickandpowderinghernose.Shegotoutwhen

sheheadthetoiletflush,Makhosinicomeoutand

sawherwaitinginthehallwayleaningagainstthe

wall.



Makhosini:Youstillhere?

Smangele:Ididn’twantyoutogetlostonyourway

back.

Makhosini:ThisisnotthatbigofahouseSmangele

Iwouldn’thavegottenlost.

Smangele:Iknowit’sjustthatIwanttotalktoyou

aboutsomething.

Makhosini:Soundsseriouswhatisit?

Smangelemovedfromthewallshewasleaning

againstandstoodinfrontofMakhosiniandlooked

athim.Hestilllookedashandsomeasshe

rememberedandsmellsjustasgood.Shekissed

Makhosini,hewasshockedthatatfirstitdidn’t

registertohimwhatwasgoingonbutquickly

snappedoutofitandpushedherback.

Makhosini:WhatareyoudoingSmangele!!

HeaskedsternlyandSmangeleblinkedacoupleof

timesbeforesheanswered.

Smangele:Ijustwantustostartwhereweleftoff,

wearegrownnowandnotasnaiveasbefore,we



canmakeitwork,youandyourbrothernowget

alongandhewon’tsuspectanything.Weoweitto

ourselvestoseewheretheloveweonceshared

wouldtakeus.Let’sstopwiththewhatif’sandjust

liveourlovestorywhilewebothstillaliveandwell

todoso.IneverstoppedlovingyouMakhosini.

Makhosiniwasstunnedbythis,hecouldn’tbelieve

whatSmangelewassayingtohim,aftertheyhave

justfixedthingsshegoesanddoesthis.

Makhosini:Smangelekantiuthethowakho

unjani?...(Smangelewhatkindofapersonareyou?)

wehavejustfixedthingswithmybrotherandIhave

justgottentoknowaboutmysonandnowyou

wanttotakeusbackbydoingthis?

Smangele:Amnottryingtotakeanyoneback

becausenoonewilleverfindoutthistime.You

haveyourownhouseandhotelswedon’tevenhave

tomeetatyourhouse,Dalisuisnotherethewhole

dayamalone.

Makhosini:Youreallythoughtthisthroughdidn’t

you?



Smangele:OfcourseIdid,that’swhatyoudowhen

youareinloveyouthinkofeverything.

Makhosini:YouthinkIstillloveyouafterallthese

years,aftereverythingthathashappened,after

seeingthekindofpersonyouareovertheyears

youthinkIstillloveyou?

Smangele:MakhosinieverythingIdidwasforusto

havethismomentoneday,forusetoliveourlove

storyandthisistherighttimetodosonow!

Makhosini:YouaresickSmangele,youaretwisted,

manipulativeandcunning.Nhlakaniphotookafter

youwiththosequalities.Nosanewomanwould

eventhinkofwhatyoujustsaidaftereverything

thathashappened.Youhavenoshame.

Heleftherthereandwenttothekitchen,openedthe

fridgeandtookabeer.Nkanyezicameinjustashe

wastakingittohismouthtotakeasip,with

Smangeleontheothersideofthekitchencounter

droolingoverhim.

Nkanyezi:Ohyouhere,uncleMagebaisaskingfor

you.



Makhosini:Letsgonephew

Theyleftthekitchenandjoinedtheothers

Mageba:Theyjustserveddessert,Muz’uvukileand

Irefuseitbecausewegoingtotakeadrivetomy

farmsandgettotalkasbrothersforawhile.

Makhosini:That’sgoodIcoulddowithsomefresh

air,let’sgo.

Thethreelefteveryonegoingtothefarms,

Smangelecamebackandtookherseat.

Babalwa:Yhinimanjewenawamuncu...(what

wrongwithyoulookingsour?)

Smangele:Ohit’snothing,Ijustatetoomuchand

thefoodisnotseatingwellinmytummynow.

Babalwa:Thentheysayamtheonewhodoesn’t

knowthings!Smangeleyoudon’teatalotallat

onceyoueatenoughtheneatagainwhenyoufeel

likeit.

Smangele:ButBabalwathefoodwastoogoodyou

tastedityourselfIcouldn’tresist.

Babalwa:Youareright!Ialmostaskedforseconds



myself.

Smangele:SeewhatImean

TheylaughedwithSmangelefakingit,shewashurt

bywhatMakhosinisaid,hedidn’tevenconsiderher

requesthejustshotitdown.

Mnqobi:Thinamahsesiyahambamanje...(weare

leavingnowmother)thereisalotwestillneedtodo

beforeSaturday.

Babalwa:YhoooKhanyaIcantwaitforyoutojoin

thefamilyandIwillbetheonegivingyouanew

name.

Smangele:Haibo!!WherewillIbeasthemotherin

law?

Babalwa:HayihasingagangisaniSmangelesonke

lasigaziukuthiAwuyithandinjentlobolengane

wenanjeforuMnqobi.Yekelaminaumntu

uyithathayoinganengiyinikezeigama

eliyifanele...(nolet’snotplayaroundSmangele,we

allknowthatyoudon’tlikethischildyouarejust

pretendingforMnqobi.Soletmetheonewholoves

hergiveherthenameshedeserves)



Smangele:Mxmyouarealwaysonmycaseabout

everything!

Shestoodupandleft.

Babalwa:Truthhurts!

Nhlakanipho:AmsorryNokukhanyaandyou

Mnqobi.

Mnqobi:Whatfor?

Nhlakanipho:Weallknowit’smyfaultthatmother

isbehavingthisway.TothemImadeitlooklikeyou

tooksomeonethatIwaswithandshenevergot

overthatevenafterthetruthcameout.

Babalwa:Vele!Yonkelentoyenziwe

wuwe...(exactly!Allthiswascausedbyyou)now

Smangeleisgoingaroundhatingthepoorchildfor

noreason.Iwonderhowshewilltreatherasher

daughterinlawYhoo!!IfeelforyouchildIreallydo.

Mnqobi:Aftertheritualsaredoneamtakingher

withme.

Babalwa:Itdoesn’tworklikethatchild,shehasto

behereforatleast3monthslearningthewaysof



theZulupeople.Thatisonestageabridecannot

skip.

Mnqobi:Kodwaanti..(Butaunt)

Babalwa:NobutsMnqobi,ifyouwantyourwifeto

beseenandrespectbyotherwomenofthisvillage

youwillhavetoletherdowhatneedstobedone.

Nokukhanya:IwillbeokayauntamstrongerthanI

look

Nhlakaniphosawthesadnessinhereyeswhenshe

saidthatandstoodupthenleft.Hecouldn’tbare

thelookonherfacewhenheknewhisthecauseof

everything.

Nkanyezi:AmjustgladIfinallygottomeetthe

womanthatfixedthisfamilyanddrivesmybrother

crazy.

Mnqobi:Noshe’sdoesn’t

Nkanyezi:Great!Thenshe’sspendingthenightat

myhouseNomalangacanusethecompany.

Noma:Iwouldreallylovethat

Mnqobi:Niyahlanyaminabesengisala



nobani?....youarecrazy,whowillIbeleftwith?

Nkanyezi:Alonebecauseshedoesn’tdriveyou

crazyandyoudon’tneedher.Sowearetakingher

offyourhandsforthenight.

Mnqobi:ThatWillhappenovermydeadbody

NkanyeziifshesleepsoveratyourhouseIwilltoo.

Noma:YounotwelcomeinmyhouseMgazi.

Mnqobi:Thenmywifeisalsonotgoingandyou

Nomalangawillhaveachildthatlooksjustlikeme

withhowmuchyouhateme.

Noma:Never!

Nkanyezi:Andyoustillsayshedoesn’tdriveyou

crazy?

Mnqobi:Justalittle

TheylaughedwakingMnqobiandNokukhanyato

theircar.
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Khangelani

It’stheSaturdayofmybaby’slobolanegotiations

andamhappyandproudasafather,mybabyis

gettingmarried,shenevergavemeproblems

growingup,she’salwaysbeenthebestdaughtera

fathercanaskfor,Ibelievesheisstillpurebecause

Mnqobiisherfirstseriousboyfriendandhis

honorableenoughnottodeflowermybabybefore

marriage.AmherewithGora,Snakes,Grinderand

Buttons.These4aretheonlyunclesmydaughter

knowsandtheyaretheonesthatwillbenegotiating

herlobola.It’saround5inthemorningtheZulu’s

havebeenatmygatesince4:30callingbothmy

andLuthuliclannamessincemydaughterisa



Luthuli.Ithinksheaskedforthemtocallmineas

welltoinvolvemeasherfatherwhichamgrateful

for.YouseewhyIlovemydaughter?She

considerate!Howwouldithavelookedhadthey

onlycalledtheLuthuliclannamesatthehomeof

Mapholobapeople?Notgoodatallbuttheyare

combiningthem.MaZwideandherdaughterareup

andcookingupastormfortheinlaws.Weare

outsidetalkingwhilesittingontheporchlookingat

them.Amonlylettingtheminat10.

Gora:TellmethenLani,howmucharewecharging

forourdaughter.

Snakes:Ijustwant5ofthemostexpensivewhiskey

bottles.

Lani:Forwhatnow?

Snake:Ubuzaniwenangoba(whatareyouasking

because)Ihadtomakemyteamworkovertime

whenshewaskidnappedandnooneevensaid

thankyousoIdeservethis.InfactIhaveearnedit.

Gora:Idon’tcarewhatyouallwantIjustwantthe

commandertopayforourdaughterhisloadedand



measaGodfatherdeserveapieceofthepie.

Lani:WhoappointedyouTheGodfather?

Gora:HaibowenayouthoughtIwasjustlooking

afterthatwitchofyoursfornoreason?Sugangala

wenaLani!(don’tplayhereLani)Doyouknowthe

thingsIhadtogothroughwiththatchild?Onlya

closefamilymemberlikeTheGodfathergoes

throughsuchwithachildandthatisme.

Lani:WhatexactlydidyougothroughwithherGora?

Gora:Uyahlamuthandawena(youarecrazy)who

wasthefirstpersontoseeherwitchcraft?Toliveit,

makesuretheworlddoesn’tknowaboutit,save

youfromyourcommanderbackthen,dealwithher

tantrums?

Lani:Okayfineyougetastakeinthelobola.

Gora:AndIalsogettowalkherdowntheisle.

Lani:Kantiwhoisthefatherhere?

Gora:Itdoesn’tmatterwecanwalkhertogether

then.

Grinder:Sekuyacacanjeukuthiminaningibizele



ubawumalumembumbulula...(it’sclearyoujust

calledmeheretobefakeuncle)

Buttons:Uthiningami?(whataboutme)

Snake:Hayiasazinathikonjenifunanila(wedon’t

know,whatareyoudoinghereagain?)

Lani:Buttonsyouwillgettheupgradesyoubeen

pesteringmeabout.Grinderhowaboutanother

Grinder?

Grinder:Angifunegrindermina(Idon’twanta

grinder)

Buttons:Amgoodwiththeupgrades

Lani:Kantiufunanigrinder(whatdoyouwant

grinder)

Grinder:Anewandimprovedkitchen

Lani:Ononecondition

Grinder:Yes

Lani:YoubringusfoodeveryWednesdayand

Fridays.

Grinder:Uyahlanyakemanje!UzokwenzaniuMa



Zwideumauzophekelwayomi?(youcrazy!What

willMaZwidedoifamtheonewhowillbecooking

foryou?)

Lani:Amdone,Idon’tevenknowwhatkindof

unclesyouarewantingtobebribedtositinforyour

daughtersnegotiations.

Them:Thebestkind

Lani:Mxm

Mywifecomesout,she’slookingbeautifulinher

dressandanapronanddoekonherhead.She’slike

atrueNgcobowife,MapholobachosewellformeI

admitthatnow.

Thembeka:Babanizobavulelanini(whenareyou

openingforthem?)

Lani:MaZwidethisishowthingsaredonewewill

letthemineventually.

Thembeka:Butmyhusbandit’sbeen2hours

alreadyandyourdaughterisanervouswreckin

there.

Lani:Shewillhavetohanginthereamnotina



hurrytohandherovertothosepeople.

Thembeka:Okaythen

Lani:PleasebringusmorebeersMaZwide

Thembeka:Thatmeansyounotgoingtoopenany

timesoon.

Shemumbledasshewalkedoff,theywillhaveto

wait,nofathercanjusthandoverhisdaughter,

worsepartisthatNokukhanyahasbeenmorethan

adaughtertome,she’sbeenmysaviorandletting

hergoisabitdifficulteventhoughIknowshe’s

marryingagoodman.It’snoteasy,sotheymust

justletmebe.Thetimenowis9AMIthinkwehave

madethemwaitlongenough.

Lani:Goraletthemin

Gora:Whyme?

Lani:YouTheGodfather

Gora:Mxm

Hewenttothegateandstoodthere,theyput

moneyontheground,hepicksitupandcountsit

thenfoldshisarmsandlooksatthem.Gorais



goingtomilkthemdryatthatgateItellyou,they

putmoremoney,hetakesitandcountsthennods

hisheadandpresstheremotetoopenthegate.

Theydroveinbutbeforethegateclosedanother

cardriveandstopsinfrontofthegate,Goralooks

atmeandIjustshrugbecauseIdon’tknowthecar.

Heopensthegateandthecardrivesin,theperson

parksandgetsout.BloodyZwelethu!!Hewalkedto

wherewearestandingabouttoletourguestsinto

thehouse.

Zwelethu:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Lani:WhatareyoudoinginmyhouseZwelethu?

Zwelethu:Whatkindofaquestionisthatreally?I

meanthelasttimeIcheckNokukhanyawasmy

daughteraLuthulinotaNgcobo.

Gora:Grandsharpufunanilanawena(whatareyou

doinghere?)

Zwelethu:Toaskyoupeoplehowyoucansitand

negotiatelobolaforaLuthulichildwhilethefather

stilllives?

Gora:Lanipleaseletmeshoothim



Lani:No,pleasecomein

Hisright,histhefatherandhehastherighttomake

demands.Wegoinandsitonthecouches.

Makhosini:Icouldn’thelpbuthearthatthereisabit

ofaproblemhere,myquestioniscanwecontinue

withwhatwecameheretodo?

Lani:Yes

Zwelethu:No

Mageba:Asazike...(wedon’tknowthen)

Gora:Whatisitthatyouwanttohappenhere

Zwelethu?

Zwelethu:Formydaughter’snegotiationstobe

doneathomewhereshewasbornnotatanother

man’shouselikeshedoesn’thaveherownfather.

Amstillherealiveandwell.

Amhurtbythis,thismanheredoesn’tappreciate,to

thisdayhestillseesherdaughterasamealticket.

Butthisisnotuptomenow.

Makhosini:Uqinisileubabaloumakuyinganeyakhe

lekumelesiyekwakhesiqhubelekhona



umsebenzi...(histight,ifthisishischildthenwe

havetobeathishousetodothis)

Zwelethu:Thereyougo,youcancometomyhouse

tomorrowIwillprepareforyouthereandyourbride

willalsobethere.Myapologiesforthe

inconveniencejustthatsomepeoplelikebenefiting

offotherpeople’schildrenandIwasn’ttoldabout

thisIwouldhavewarnedyoubeforehand.

IlaughedalittleathowdisrespectfulZwelethuis

beingbutIwillkeepquietforthesakeof

Nokukhanya.

Mageba:Nothingisruinedhereifwecanstillcarry

on,tomorrowisanotherdayafterall.

Zwelethu:Iwillbewaitingforyou.

Lani:Youcanstayandjoinusforlunchasthefood

hasalreadybeenprepared.

Makhosini:Noaproblemwewouldlikethat.

Zwelethu:Iwon’tbeabletoasIhavetogohometo

prepareformygueststomorrow.

Nobodyansweredsohestoodupandleft.I



excusedmyselfandwenttotheladies,Ihaveto

informNokukhanyaofthechanges.Ifoundherand

hermotherinherroom.She’sdressedbeautifully,

mybabyhowIhatetodisappointher.Igetinand

closethedoorbehindmethengoandsitnextto

them.Theyarelookingatmeexpectingmetosay

something.

Lani:MybabyIhavesomenews,amnotsureifit’s

goodorbadbutyourfatherwashereand

demandedthatthenegotiationsbedonein

Pietermaritzburg.Yourinlawsagreedthatifyouare

hischildashesaidthenthenegotiationsshouldbe

heldatyouroriginalhomenothere.

ThetearsiswhatIdidn’twant,Idon’teverwantto

seemybabycrybutyetagainheresheiscrying.

Thembeka:Whatdoesthismanwantreally,how

canhebesoselfish?Hecouldhaveaskedtobe

involvedinthenegotiationsthentakethemoney

andleaveaftereverythingisdone.Whydidhehave

tostopeverythinganddemanditbedoneathis

houselikeheraisedthischild.



Lani:CalmdownMaZwide,Zwelethuisherfather

afterallandhehaseveryrighttoaskforthat.

UnfortunatelyIdon’thavetherightstoNokukhanya

whenitcomestoourcustomsandtraditions.She’s

minelegallybuttheancestorsofLuthuliarethe

onesshewasintroducedtoandifZwelethuwants

toplayitthatwaythenhecanandtherewillbe

nothingIcando.Amsorrymyprincess,Iknowyou

werelookingforwardtothisday,butyoudon’thave

toworrybecauseitwillstillhappen.Thisweekend

stillit’sjustthevenuethatchanged.Pleasedon’t

crynow,youwillstillbeaZulubridebytheendof

theweekend.

Nokukhanya:That’snotwhyamcryingdaddy,am

cryingbecauseyouarebeingdisrespectedfornot

fatheringmebiologically.Youaremoreofafather

tomethanZwelethueverwasbutbecausehe

donatedaspermhegetstohavealltherightsand

behonoredlikeafatherhisnot.Amsorrydaddyfor

allthis.

Lani:Don’tworryaboutmemybabytomeallthat

mattersisyourhappiness.RightnowIwantyou



andyourmothertogoandserveyourinlawsthen

lateronpackandgotoPietermaritzburg,Iwillhave

adrivertakeyouthere.

Nokukhanya:Youwon’tbethere?

Lani:NobabyIwon’tbutIwouldbehonoredifyou

wouldletmewalkyoudowntheisleonyour

weddingday.

Nokukhanya:Ohdaddy

Shehuggedme,Zwelethuisstillgoingtopayforall

this,Idon’tcareaboutthelobolamoneyorthefact

thathewantsthingsdonehiswaybutformybaby’s

tearshewillpay.

Welefttheroomandtheywentandpreparedto

dishoutforeveryonewhileIwentandjoinedthe

men.Goraisagreathostbecausehegavethem

drinkswhiletheywaited.

Nokukhanya

AfterhelpingmomdishforeveryoneIwenttomy



roomandcried.Iwashurtreallyhurt,Idon’tknow

whatthismanwantsfromme,howcanhedothat

tomyfather?Didhemaybecommitacrimefor

takingcareofmeandraisedme?Whodidheharm

bydoingthat,whodidhewrongsobadlythathe

canbehurtthisway?Hesaysimustnotworry

abouthimyetIcanseethepaininhiseyes.Itook

myphoneandcalledMnqobiandheanswered

immediately.

Convo

Mnqobi:PleasetellmeIcanpopthechampagne

MrsZulu

Nokukhanya:Amsorry

Mnqobi:Babywhat’swrong,whyareyoucrying?

Nokukhanya:Thelobolanegotiationsdidn’thappen

amsorryMnqobiIdidn’tmeanforthistohappen.

Mnqobi:WhatsgoingNokukhanya,don’tyouwant

tomarrymeanymore?

Ican’thearthepaininhisvoicewhenheaskedthat,



howcanheeventhinkIdon’twanttomarryhim

whenallIwantistobehisofficially.

Nokukhanya:Nothat’snotitMnqobiIpromise...he

cutsmeshort

Mnqobi:Thenwhatisit,whydidn’tthelobola

negotiationshappen?

Nokukhanya:Pleaseletmefinish,thelobola

negotiationswillhappenjustnottoday...hecuts

meshortagain

Mnqobi:Whynothuh?

Nokukhanya:Mnqobiletmefinishplease.

Mnqobi:Okayamlistening

Nokukhanya:Zwelethucamehereanddemanded

thatthenegotiationsbedoneathishomesinceam

aLuthuliandnotaNgcobo.

Mnqobi:Wheredoesthatmangettherighttoaskof

that?Whydidyourfatheragreetosuch?

Nokukhanya:Becausehehadnochoiceandyour

unclesandfatheragreedwithwhatZwelethuwas

sayingso.



Mnqobi:Whyinthehellwouldtheydothat?These

peopleIdrivinginsane!!IneversentthemkaLuthuli

minaIsentthemkaNgcobo(totheLuthulihomeI

sentthemtotheNgcobohome)whatnonsenseis

thisofthemagreeingtosuch?Whatdisrespectis

thistoyourfather?Thisdoesn’tconcernthemyet

theysawtheneedtosaysomething!!Damnitall!!

Nokukhanya:Calmdownplease,tonightamdriving

toPietermaritzburgwithmom.That’siswhereyour

peoplewillbetomorrowforthenegotiations.That

wastheagreementmade.

Mnqobi:Andyourfather?

Nokukhanya:Hisnotgoingwithus

Mnqobi:Iwouldn’tgoeitherafterbeing

disrespectedlikethatbypeoplewhodon’tknowme,

myfamilyplusLuthulireducedthemanyoucall

yourfathertonothingtoday.Howdoyouthinkshe

feelrightnow?

Nokukhanya:Mnqobiplease

Isniffed,hethinksIdon’tknowhowhurtmyfather

is?IknowIsawitinhiseyes.



Mnqobi:Fine

Nokukhanya:Maybewecanpostponethis,wecan

talktoyourfamilyandtellthemwhatisgoingon

betweenmeandZwelethumaybethentheywill

agreetohavethenegotiationshere.

Mnqobi:Ifthat’swhatyouwant.LookIhavetogo.

Hecutthecall,Mnqobihasneverdroppedthecall

whiletalkingtomewithouttellingmehowmuchhe

lovesme.Buttodayhedid,Idon’tknowwhat

makeshimmoreangrybetweenhisfamilyandme

notstandingupformyfather.Iwanttogetmarried

butnotlikethis,myfatherishurtingandMnqobiis

angry.Zwelethuiswalkingaroundlikeakingwho

canwalkoverpeopleandnothinggetsdoneaboutit.

Pleaseshare
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Mnqobi

Tosayampissedwouldbeanunderstatement,the

General’sloveforNokukhanyamakesmeangry

sometimes!Whyinthefuckinghellwouldheallow

thosemenincludingZwelethudisrespecthimthat

wayinhisownhome.WhatamIevensaying?

BecauseIknowhedidthatsohedidn’twantruin

thedayforhisdaughter.Buthowtheyreducedhim

tonothingdoesn’tsitwellwithmeandmysocalled

unclesandfatherdon’tevencalltoinformmeofthe

changes,it’sbeenawholedayandnoneofthem

areansweringtheirphones.AmsureMakhosini

bookedaccommodationinPietermaritzburgsothat

theydon’tcomebackwithouteverythingbeingdone.

YaziItrustedhimtobethevoiceofreasonbutno!

Itseemsbeingwithhisbrotherstooksomeofhis

brains.ButwhatIdon’tunderstandiswhothehell

toldZwelethuaboutthisbecauseIknowforafact



thatNokukhanyaandtheGeneralwouldn’thave

toldhim.

Mnqobi:Nhlakanipho!!!

Hecomesdowninahurry,wearebothhome

exceptforNkanyeziwhocouldn’tleaveaheavily

pregnantNomalangaalone.

Nhlakanipho:Whodied?

Mnqobi:Youtellme

Nhlakanipho:OkaynowIseeyouangry,whatis

goingon?

Mnqobi:WhotoldbloodyZwelethuaboutmylabola

negotiations?

Nhlakanipho:MnqobiIknowIhavewrongedyouso

manytimebutthistimeIswearIdidn’tdoanything.

Icameheretosupportyounotruinthingsforyou,I

knowitwillbehardtobelievebutpleasebrotherI

didn’tdothis.

Mnqobi:Thenwhodid!Whofuckendidbecauseit

canonlybesomeoneinthishousethatdiditandI

onlyknowyouwhohasbeenhellbenton



separatingNokukhanyaandI.Whodidit!!

Smangele:Hayiyhiningani?...(whatisgoingon

withyou?)Icanhearyoufromthegate.

Shesayscomingin

Nhlakanipho:SomeonetoldZwelethuaboutthe

lobolanegotiations.

Smangele:Ohthat!Itoldhim,Imeanheis

Nokukhanya’sfatherhedeservedtoknow.

DearLordSmangeleisdrivingmecrazy.

Mnqobi:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Smangele:Itoldhim

Mnqobi:Wheredidyouevengethiscontactsand

whywouldyoudothat?

Smangele:Fromhiscompanywebsite,it’sstillthere

andIdiditsothatthingscanbedonetherightway.

Zwelethuisyourfatherinlawnotthemanyousent

yourfatherto.

Mnqobi:Whatdoyouknowaboutwhatisgoingon

betweenZwelethuandNokukhanya,didyoueven



thinkofthedamagethiswouldcause?

Smangele:Mnqobiamyourmotherandifyoudon’t

dothingstherightwayamgoingtocorrectyouand

protectyou.Ididthissothatthingscanbedonethe

rightway.Howdoyoueventhinkofwantingtopay

lobolatoanothermanwhilethefatherofthebride

stilllives?

Nhlakanipho:Butmotheryoushouldhavespoken

toMnqobiaboutthis,therightthingtodowastosit

himdownandmakehimseewhylabolamustbe

paidtoZwelethu.Howyouwentaboutthisiswrong

mah.

Smangele:It’sdonesothereisnotneedcryingover

spilledmilk.

Mnqobi:IknowyouhatemebutIdidn’tknowthat

youhatemethismuch.It’slikeyourhateforme

growswitheachpassingdayandIwanttoknow

why?

Smangele:Why?Youaskingmewhy?

Mnqobi:Areyounottheonewhohatesme?Sowho

mustIask?



Smangele:Askyourfather!!

Shesaidandleftusstandingthere.Ilookedat

Nhlakanipho.

Nhlakanipho:Amsorry

Mnqobi:Noneed

Ileftthehouseandwenttomycaranddroveoff.I

needtoclearmyhead,myfathermusthave

unfinishedbusinesswithSmangeleifshestillhates

methisway.WhywouldshesayImustaskhim?

Didhenotapologizetoherforwhathedid?ButI

don’tseetheneedbecausetheywereinittogether

Magebaistheonethatneededanapologyandhe

gotit.SowhatisSmangele’sproblem?Makhosini

needtogivemeanswers!

Nokukhanya

WeareatZwelethu’shouse,mydaddidn’tagreeto

postponeandorganizedadrivertobringushere.

Amhurtthathecouldn’tjoinushereandmorehurt



bythefactthatMnqobihasn’tcalledsincehe

droppedthephoneonme.Itriedcallinghimbuthis

phonegoesstraighttovoicemail,Ineedsomeone

totalktobuthisnotavailable,IknowhisangrybutI

didn’tcausethis.Zwelethuwelcomeduswithopen

armswhilethewomanofthehouseandherson

gaveusattitude.Wewereshownwheretosleep.

Momwentandaskediftherewasanythingthatis

neededandtheladyofthehousesaidtheyneed

everything.Shesaid“Iwon’tspendmylastcents

forachildthatisnotmine)momwrotethelistof

whatisneededandgavethedrivertogobuythe

stuff.MomgetsintotheroomIwasgivenandsits

onthebednexttome.

Thambeka:Youknowifitwasn’tformyhusbandI

wouldn’tbehere.Thatman’sloveforyouis

extraordinary,evenafterhewasdisrespectedby

yourfatherhestillsendsmeheretoassistyou.I

shouldbehomebyhissidesupportinghimbutno

hesentmehere!

Nokukhanya:Amsorrymom,Ididn’twantthingsto

turnoutthisway,Iwanteddadtobetheonetodo



allthis.

Thembeka:Amsoangryyoudon’tknowhowmuch,

ifIdidn’tloveyouIwouldhaveleftthemomentthat

womangavemeattitudeinherhomelikewe

wantedtobehere!Sheandherhusbandifthey

marriedhavenorespectwhatsoever.

Zwelethuknocksonceandlet’shimselfin.

Zwelethu:Myluckcharm!Thegoatishere,wehave

togotothekraalandinformtheancestorsthatyou

willbeleavingthishousenowgoingtoyourmarital

home.

Thembeka:Amen!!Whatareyousaying?

Zwelethu:Idon’texpectyoutosaysomethingso

please.

Thembeka:No!Youwon’tshutmeuplikeyoudoto

thatwoman!Nokukhanyaisnotgoingtodothat

now!Whatareyoutryingtodohuh?

Zwelethu:Womanyoutalktoomuch!Justletme

talktomychildinpeace!

Thembeka:Hayiangekeukuboneloko...(noyou



won’tgetthat)whatyouwanttodonowisdone

afterthelobolanegotiationshavebeencompleted

andsheisalreadyaZuluwifetraditionallyandnota

daybefore.What?Youwanttocursethischild?

ZwelethuclickshistongueandgetsoutbutIfollow

him.

Nokukhanya:Wait!

Hestoodandlookedatme.

Nokukhanya:Whatexactlydoyouwantfromme

huh?Youwantedtokillmewithmymotheryet

todayyouclaimmeasyourdaughter!Yougoand

disrespectthemanwhoraisedyourchildforyou

whileyouwerebusytakingcareofyournewfamily.

Buttodayyouwantrightsoverme?Wherewereyou

goingtogetthoserightsiftheyhadcaughtmeand

killedmethatday?

Zwelethu:MyluckycharmIknowwhatIdidwas

wrong.IshouldhavelookedforyoubutIdidn’tfor

thatamsorry.IwenttheresothatIcan’tdothings

rightforyousoyoucanstartyourjourneytheright

way.



Nokukhanya:That’salieandyouknowit!Youdid

thisforthemoneythatyoudon’tevendeserve!

Zwelethu:Theninyouropinionwhoismore

deservingofthatmoneyifnotme?Themanyou

callyourfatheriswelloff,hellheevenboughtyoua

company,awholecompany!!Youareswimmingin

moneyyetyourbrotherandIsuffer.Wedeserve

thatmoney!

Nokukhanya:Youaredeadtomeafterthisandthat

brotheryouaretalkingaboutdeservenothingfrom

me!Notwhenheseesmeasthedevilherselfand

beingrudetome.Ohcongratulationsyougavebirth

toasonjustlikeyou.Bitter,enviousandselfish.I

praytoGodthatourpathsnevercrossedinthe

futurebecauseIpromiseyouiftheydoIwillremind

youofthisday.

Zwelethu:Youdon’thavetoseemeafterthis,Ineed

thatmoneytoinvestinabusiness,Ineedmyson

welltakencareoff,thatwhatafatherissupposed

todo,provideforhisson!

Nokukhanya:Wasn’tIworthyenoughforyour



protection!Wasn’tIyourchildwhenyoudecideto

ridyourselfoffme?

Zwelethu:Youalwayslikedtakingthingspersonally,

thisisnotpersonalandwhatyouaretalkingabout

nowishistoryandifyouarelookingforanapology

youwon’tgetitfromme.BecauseIalreadysaidam

sorry.

Nokukhanya:Youreallyarerottenbutremember

yourwordswhenyouonyourdeathbedaskingfor

metocomesetyoufree.

Zwelethu:Ohcomeon!Getoveritalready!What

mattershereisthatamyourfatherandamgetting

whatisduetome!

Hesaidandleft.Thismanwillneverchangeandif

thisishowhisraisingBanelethenamafraidofthe

manhewillgrowuptobe.

Pleaseshare
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Nokukhanya

Yesterdayournextdoorneighborcalledmetoher

house,whenIgotthereshetoldmeaboutmyaunts

andunclesfrommymother’ssidewhocamehere

lookingformeyearsback.Shegavemethephone

numbertheyleft,Ithankedherdearlyfordoingthat.

WhenIgottomyroomIcalledher,justtryingmy

luckbecauseit’sbeenyearssincesheleftthe

numberbutluckilysheansweredandwashappyto

hearfromme.Itoldheraboutthelobola

negotiationshappeningtodayandaskedifmy

uncleswouldbeabletocome.Shesaidyesand

todaytheyarehere.Zwelethuismadashellhis

beeninhisroomshoutingandcursingateverything

andeveryone.Butwhatamazesmeisthathehas

notcomeoutofhisroom,Esihletoldhimaboutmy



auntsandunclesbeingherebuthasn’tcomeout.

TheZulu’sareoutsideandhisstillinhisroom,am

wonderingwhyallofasuddenishelockedupinhis

roominsteadofcomingouttothepeople.Imean

hewantedthemhere,mom,myauntandIare

cookingfortheguestsandgettingeverythingready

sothatIcangoandchange.Ihaven’tspokento

Mnqobisinceyesterdayanditmakesmefeeldown

becauseIdon’tevenknowifhestillwantsthisor

not.Speakofthedevilandhecalls.Iwipemy

handswithadishclothandpickupmyphonefrom

thekitchencounter.

Convo

Nokukhanya:Mgazi

Mnqobi:Sthandwasamiunjani?...(mylovehoware

you?)

Nokukhanya:ScaredsumsuphowIfeelrightnow

Mnqobi:Whatswrong?

Nokukhanya:Everythingbutmostimportantlyyou,



amsorryformakingyouangryyesterday,Inever

thoughtthingswillturnoutthisway.Yourpeople

arehereandamnotevensureifyoustillwantthis

ornot.

Mnqobi:YesterdayIwasangrybutnotatyou,Iwas

angryatmyfamilyfortakingthingssolightly.Lani

isyourfatherandhowhewasdisrespecteddidn’t

sitwellwithme.IloveyouandIwantnothingmore

thantohaveyouasmywife.

Nokukhanya:Youmeanthat?

Mnqobi:OfcourseIdojustpromisemeonething

Nokukhanya:Anything

Mnqobi:Makesurebytheendoftodayyouwillbe

MrsZulu.

Nokukhanya:Iplanto

Mnqobi:Good,Iloveyousomuch

Nokukhanya:AndIyou

HecutthecallandIwasallsmilesandlooking

forwardtotheday.



Thembeka:Hecallsandsuddenlyamforgottenthat

amhere.

Aunt:Youtalkaboutyou,whatabouttheauntshe

hasn’tseeninyears?Yhoomen!!

Ilaughed,theyareright,Ihavebeengrumpysince

lastnightandnowjustaphonecallfromhimand

mymoodislifted.

Nokukhanya:Iwillneverforgetmyfavoriteladies

Thembeka:Oho

Aunt:Tellmewhatisgoingonwithyourfather,why

ishenotcomingoutofhisroom?

Thembeka:Ihavebeenaskingmyselfthesame

thing,thismancametomyhouseanddemanded

thesenegotiationsbedonehereandnowhisnot

comingoutofhisroom.

Aunt:IdidsaythatZwelethuisbewitchedbecauseI

haveneverseensuchathing!

Shesaysandclapsherhands.

Nokukhanya:Ifhisbewitchedhedidittohimself,no

onewithaheartasdarkashiscaneverlivea



peacefullife.Amtellingyounowthatwhatkeeps

himinhisroomthisdayisbiggerthanZwelethu

himself.

Thembeka:Iwonder

Aunt:AmjustgladyourunclesarehereorelseI

don’tknowhowthesenegotiationswouldhave

takenplace.

Thembeka:Amgladtooandamgladyouhere

becauseIdon’thavetodealwiththatwomanalone

orelseIwouldhavebeatenherupthemomentthe

negotiationswereoverthenleave.

Aunt:Wecanstillmopthefloorwithherbecause

she’sverydisrespectfulthatone.

Nokukhanya:Pleasedon’t,mybrotheralreadyhates

mebecauseofthedramathathappenedherethe

daywecametodoaritualformama.

Aunt:Whydidn’tthatwomangiveyoumynumber

onthatday?Wewouldhavebeenhereformy

sistersritual.

Nokukhanya:Shewasn’therethatweekendaunt



shesayssheheardwhenshecamebackthe

MondaythatIwashere.

Auntie:Okaybutdon’tworryaboutyourbrother

becausehisyounglifehasn’tgivenhimit’slessons

yet.Waitforwhenlifehappensandseewhothe

firstpersonhewillcallwillbe.

Thembeka:ItbetternotbeyoumybabybecauseI

knowyouwillhelphimandifyoudoIsweartoGod

Iwillbeatyouupasoldasyouareandremindyou

ofallthethingshisdonetoyou.

Ilaughedathowseriousshewassayingthat.

Nokukhanya:Butmahwedon’tholdgrudges

Thembeka:Iwillholdthisoneforyoumybabyand

formyselfbecauseofthatwoman.

MyauntandIlaughed

Aunt:GoandchangeKhanyawewillfinishuphere.

Nokukhanya:AndifZwelethudoesn’tcomeoutof

hisroomwhat’sgoingtohappen?

Thembeka:Don’tworryhewillcomeoutthatman

lovesmoneytoomuchtoletotherpeoplekeepit.



Ilaughedathowtruethatwas,hesaidithimself

lastnightwhenwespoke.AndIbelievemomhewill

comeoutbecausehealreadysaidhewantsthat

moneytoinvestinabusiness.Ileftmyauntand

motherinthekitchenandwenttomyroomto

freshenupandchange,Buhlesaidshe’scomingso

thatIdon’tshowupaloneinfrontofmyinlawsand

amgratefulforthat.

Narrated

Zwelethuhadadreamofhislatewifethenight

before,Thembelihlecometohimandwasstanding

atthefootofthebedwhilehewassleeping,he

wokeupwithherstandingtherelookingathimand

askedhimifheeverlovedherandherdaughter.

Zwelethuwascockyasusualtellingherthathe

lovedheruntilthedayshegavehimadaughter

insteadofasonhesodesperatelywanted.Hesaid

helovedthecharmNokukhanyaseemedtohave

broughtwithherbirthashegothisbigcontracton



thedayshewasborn.Thembelihleaskedhimifher

notbeingaboywasreasonenoughtoabandonhis

daughterandZwelethutoldherthattherewasno

spaceforbothoftheminhislifeanymorebecause

hehadsomeonewhowasgoingtogivehimtheson

shecouldn’tgivehim.Hetoldherthathewasgoing

toaskherforadivorcethatdayuntiltheincidentof

themobhappenedandhesawhisopportunitytorid

ofherandhetookit.Thembelihlethentouchedhis

legsandtoldhimthatitwasherturntofightforher

daughter.Zwelethuaskedwhatshemeantbythat

butshedisappeared,hewokeupandlookedwhere

Thembelihlewasstandinginthedreambutthere

wasnothing.Hewentbacktosleepandwokeup

thismorningpressedwantingtogouseabathroom,

whenhegotuphefellonhisfaceashecouldn’t

usehislegs,hegotupandsatonthefloor

wonderingwhatcouldbemakinghislegssleep,he

triedtomovethembutnothinghappened,hetried

togetuponceagainbuthecouldonlymovehis

upperbody.HecalledforEsihletocomeandshe

did.Sheaskedhimwhathewasdoingsittingonthe

floorinsteadofgettingreadyforthegueststhatare



comingandhetoldherthathecouldn’tusehislegs.

Esihlelaughedandtoldhimnottojokelikethat,but

inresponsesheearnedherselfalotofinsultsfrom

himthatiswhensherealizedthathewastellingthe

truth.Heaskedhertogolookforasangomafor

himbecausewhathappenedtohimwasnot

medical,hetoldheraboutthedreamandEsihleleft

thehouseinahurrygoingtolookforasangoma.

Zwelethuwasleftwherehewasswearingat

everythingandeveryonehecouldthinkof.Esihle

camebackwiththesangomaandfoundtheZulu’s

atthegateshewasgladtheuncleshavenotlet

theminyetbecauseshetoowantedforZwelethuto

havethemoneysothathecangetthembacktothe

lifetheyusedtolive.Hergoingbacktohomewas

notanoptionassheforgotabouthermotherand

sisterwhenshemetZwelethu.Shewentinwiththe

sangomaandpassedthedoorwaytothekitchen

goingupstairstoZwelethu’sroom.Shegotinfirst

andZwelethuwasstillthere.

Zwelethu:Didyoufindsomeone?

Beforeshecouldanswerthesangomagotinhe



groanedandburbdoingthosesangomasounds.

Sangoma:Heeeyi!!Konakelekonakelemadoda

yhoooo

Zwelethulookedathimirritatedbywhathewas

doinginsteadofhelpinghim.Hesawnoneedforall

thatbecauseallhewantedwasforhimtothrow

bonesandgiverootstohealhislegs.

Zwelethu:AsyoucanseeIdon’thavemuchtime,I

havegueststhatIneedtoattendtosocanyou

pleasedosomethingaboutmylegs.

Sangoma:MmmmmthereisnothingIcandohere

Zwelethu:Whatdoyoumean?

Sangoma:Whathappenedhereisthewillofthe

gods,youangeredandkilledaninnocentsoul.Igazi

lomuntuliyakhulumandoda(humanbloodspeaks

man)

Zwelethu:Shewasbroughtbackhomenotsolong

agoandIwastoldthatnowshe’srestinginpeace.

Sohowisshedoingthisifherspiritisatpeace?

Sangoma:Icanseeshe’satpeacebecauseshe’s



standingherethere...(hepointedbythein-suite

bathroomdoor)peacefulaspurestofspirits.

Zwelethu:She’shere?Thembelihlewhathaveyou

donetomylegs!Ineedmylegsdamnit!Ididn’tkill

youandyouknowit!!

Sangoma:Luthuliwhatyoudidtoherislikea

blanketcoveringyourshoulders,anyonewitheyes

canseeit,youmightnothavekilledherwithyour

barehandsbutyouhadthemeanstostopitall,the

meanstosaveherbutyoudidn’t.Youwereher

husbandandyouletherdiefornothing.Butthat’s

notwhyshetookyourlegs.

Zwelethu:Thenwhydidshedoit!

Sangoma:NoneedtoshoutIcanhearyou,shetook

yourlegsbecauseevenaftereverythingyoudidto

herandherdaughter,aftersheshowedyou

kindnessthatyoudidn’tdeserveyoustillwentand

hurtheronceagain.

Zwelethu:Soaskingforlobolatobehereisasin

nowinThembelihle’seye?

Sangoma:Nobutthewordsyousaidtoher



daughterlastnightwerenotthatofafather,no

fathershouldeveraddressandhurthischildrenthe

wayyouhurtyourdaughterlastnight.Shewentto

bedcryingandonlyaskingforGodtointervene,you

seeevenIcan’tinterferewithGodswishes.

Zwelethu:Youareasuselessasthisdamn

Thembelihlewas!IonlytoldNokukhanyathetruth!

OrdidyoupreferIlietoher!!Isthatwhatyou

wantedThembelihle?FinethenIwillgoandlieto

her!!Bloodywitcheveninyourdeath!Bringfeeling

backtomydamnlegs!!

Thesangomashookhisheadlookingathimwith

pity.

Sangoma:Ifyoudon’tchangethatattitudeyouwill

neverhaveyourlegsbackbutmoreisyettocome

yourway.Youwillwishfordeadbutdeadwillnot

come.

Zwelethu:Fuckoffwena!!Leavemyhouse!!

Thesangomawenttothedoorandopeneditthen

lookedbackathim.

Sangoma:Idon’tcareaboutyouandyourevilheart



butyoucanatleastreleaseyoursonofthesame

fate.

Hesaidandlefttheroom.

Zwelethu:Helpmegettothebathroomandcallone

oftheunclestocomehelpmegetdownstairs.I

needtobeinthosenegotiationsandIneedthat

moneyformybusiness.

Esihle:Butyourlegs

Zwelethu:Iwilldealwiththemtomorrow

Shenoddedandlefttheroomafterhelping

Zwelethugetintothebath.Shewenttolookforthe

uncles.It’sbeentwohourswiththeZulu’satthe

gatecallingtheirclannameswaitingtobeletin.

Sorryfordisappearingthispastweekendwasone

ofthosethatgotbusy.
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Nokukhanya

Buhlearrivedandwehelpedeachotherwithour

drsses.TheZulupeoplehavebeeninsidefor30

minutesnowandamanxiouslywaitingforZwelethu

tocausedramabecauseiknowhismiddlenameis

dramaandbecausehedoesn’tlikememuch.Buhle

hasbeentryingtohelpmecalmdowneversince

theywereletin.ShegivesupwhenIdon’tseemto

calmdownandmakesacallandputitonspeaker.

ItringstwicebeforeSagesvoicecameonline.

Convo

Sage:Sthandwa...(love)

Buhle:HeybabelookIdon’thavetimeforsmalltalk



Ineedyou.

Sage:Whatsup?

Buhle:Ourfriendhereisgoingcrazywithnerves

andIcan’tseemtocalmherdown.Pleasehelp

Yhoobecausesheisgoingtodrillaholeonthis

floorthewayshe’sgoing.

Sage:Giveherwine

Nokukhanya:No!Istillneedtogoinfrontofmyin

lawsIcan’tgosmellingofalcohol.

Sage:Weee!Buhlerememberthat’sthing

Buhle:HuhSageyouhavealotofthingswena

whichoneareyoutalkingabout?

Sage:Takemeoutofspeaker

Buhleremovesthemphonefromthespeakerand

speakstoSagethenleavestheroomandcomes

backwithachampagneglassfilledwithorange

juice.ShegivesittomeandItookitandthanked

herthendrank,ittastedgood,Isatdownnextto

Buhleonthebed.

Buhle:Isthishowit’slikebeingpaidlobolafor?



Nokukhanya:Ifitwasmyfatherouttherehandling

allthisIwouldn’tbethisnervousbutbecauseit’s

ZwelethuidoubtIwillrelaxuntilthisisover.

Buhle:Thatbadhuh?

Nokukhanya:Heonlyhashisownbestinterestsno

oneelse’s,sothatshouldtellyouexactlythekindof

personheis.

Buhle:ThenIhopeyourmanhasgivenhisunclesa

lotofmoneyifthat’sthecase.

Nokukhanya:Amnotworriedaboutthemoney

Mnqobiiswelloffbutamworriedabouthim

demandingmorethanwhatisactuallyacceptable.

Buhle:Wouldhedothat?

Nokukhanya:Hedidsaythathewantsthemoneyto

investinsomebusiness,somyguessisthathewill

wanttoaskforexactlywhatisneededtoinvestin

thatbusinessifnotmore.

Buhle:Yhoothenhissellingyoumosthisisno

longerawaytounitetwofamiliesbutabusiness

transaction.



Nokukhanya:That’swhatissosadaboutit,howI

wishmydadwasminebiologicallyintimeslike

these.

Buhle:Youdon’thavetoseethismanaftertoday

friend.

Inoddedandwhateversheputinthejudgeis

workingbecauseIfeelmynervescalmingdown

littlebylittle.

Narrated

IntheloungeMnqobiwasrepresentedbyhisfather

Makhosini,hisuncleDalisuandMuz’uvukile.On

Nokukhanya’ssidewasZwelethuandtwouncles

fromhermothersside.Zwelethuwasbroughtdown

stairsandhelpedsettleinbytheunclesbeforethe

Zulu’scanbeletin.

Makhosini:Sincewearedonewith

imvulamlomo..(openingofthemouthceremonythat

isdonebeforetheinlawscantalktothefatherof



thebridetheymustpayforhimtotalktothem)

Luthuliwearesentherebyourson,hesaidhesaw

abeautifulflowerinyourgardenandhassentusto

comepickitforhim.

Uncles:Wedon’thavejustoneflowerinourgarden,

yoursonwouldhavetobespecificonwhichflower

herequires.

Dalisu:Maybewecanrequestforyourflowerstobe

presented?Amsurewhenweseethemwewillbe

abletopicktheoneweweresentfor.

ZwelethucalledforEsihletocallthegirlsbut

Thembekastoppedherandtoldherthatshewilldo

itherself.ShewentandcalledNokukhanyaand

Buhle.Theywenttotheloungelookingdownallthe

way,whentheygottheretheysatonthegrassmat

thatwassetthere.

Zwelethu:Hereareourflowerswhichonewereyou

sentfor?

Makhosini:Theoneontheright.

Zwelethu:Nokukhanyadoyouknowthesepeople?



Nokukhanyakeptquietabitcontemplatingonhow

toanswertoZwelethu,shedidn’twanttocallhim

fatherbutisshejustrespondswithayesshewill

seemdisrespectful.

Zwelethu:Nokukhanya?

Nokukhanya:YesfatherIknowthem.

Shefeltlikeshebetrayedherfatherevenmoreby

callingZwelethufather,firsthecouldn’tleadher

negotiationsandnowshe’sforcedtocallaman

whodoesn’tdeserveit“father”

Zwelethu:Verywellthenyoumayleavemychildren.

Theystoodupandleft.

Uncle:Asyoucanseethat’saverybeautifuland

delicatefloweryouhavechosenhere.

Muz’uvukile:Wecanseethatandoursonismore

thancapableoftakingcareofit.

Zwelethu:MmmsobonamadodangobaINtombi

yamiIfundile,inenkampaniEthiyonafuthi,ayizuza

kiningezandlanje.Lontoishoukuthisizolahlekelwa

thinalaykhaya....(mmmwewillseebecausemy



daughteriseducated,shehasacompanyofher

own,shewon’tcometoyouwithnothing,that

meanswearegoingtobetheonestoloseinthis

family)

Makhosini:Wehearyouandalsothereistheissue

ofherbeingpure...hecuthimshort.

Zwelethu:Iwascomingtothattoo

ZwelethuwasshockedtohearthatNokukhanya

wasstillpureandhealsodidn’tevenbothertoask

herbutthemomentMakhosinimentionedithe

jumpedinandpretendedlikeheknewandwasstill

goingtobringthatup.

Makhosini:WehearyouLuthuliitseemswewillbe

gettingareallygoodyoungwomanhere.

Zwelethu:Indeedyouwill,nowforthefactthatyou

gettingherpureknowinghowrarethatisthese

days,Ichangeyouacowforherpuritywhichcosts

R10000,

Uncle:Wewillalsorequirehermother’scow,one

thatwillbeathankyoutohermotherforher

teachingsalsotheamountofR10000,



Makhosini:Weknowaboutthoseandbecauseof

whosheiswedon’thaveaproblempayingthat.

Zwelethu:Onthetablemenletsmoveforward.

Muz’uvukileopenedthebriefcaseandcountedthe

R20000andputitonthetable.

Zwelethu:Nazokesesiyakhulumakemanje...(there

yougo,nowmearetalking)nowforjustherIwant

20cowscostingthemsameamountasthefirsttwo,

thenforthefactthatshewillnowbeworkingfor

youandmakingyourichafterallthehardworki

require20morecows.Fordisrespectingmeand

goingtoanotherman’shousetoaskformy

daughter’shandinmarriageIchargeyourson5

cows.

Dalisu:Iwouldbesayingamnothappywithwhat

youareaskingforbutoursonaskedforustomake

surethatbytheendofthedayyourdaughterishis

wife.WewillpaytheR470000yourequire.

Zwelethu:HowaboutyoumakeitR500000justto

sweeteneverything.

Muz’uvukile:Ngathiususenzakakhulumanje



ndoda...(itseemsyouareexaggeratingnowman)

Zwelethu:Mydaughter’scompanymakesthat

muchwithonlytwooftheirsmallclientsnow

imaginehowmuchthatcompanymakesforjust

oneoftheirbigclients?

Dalisu:Asihluphekilenathindoda,..(wearenotpoor

alsoman)whatamtryingtosayisthatwewon’tbe

fedbyhercompanywehaveourownthings)

Zwelethu:Great!ThenIseenoprobleminyou

payingamillionforherdowry.

Them:What?

Everyoneexclaimedinshockincludingtheuncles.

Muz’uvukile:Angekeuzukuboneloko...(thatwill

neverhappen)

Zwelethu:Notaproblemthenyoucanleaveandtell

yoursontolookelsewhere.

Makhosini:No!Wewillpay,butthecashisonly

500kifyoudon’tmindyoucangivemeyour

accountandIwilldoatransfernow.

Zwelethu:Notaproblem



Hesaidsmilingcallingouthisaccountnumberfor

Makhosini,theunclescouldn’tbelievehedidthat

whileDalisuwasfumingwithanger.Hefeltthat

theywerebeingexploitedbyZwelethubutdidn’t

sayanythingbecauseMnqobimadethempromise

topaywhateverisneededtogethiswife.

Grinder

IwashavingaquietSundaylazingaroundthe

loungewatchingsoccerhighlights.IaskedSageto

comeoverandkeepmecompanybuthewasatthe

mallwhenIcalledandsaidhewillcomeafter.A

knockcomesandamabitshockedthathetook

thatquickyethecountedalotofthingsthathe

wantedtoget.Iwentandopenedbutitwasnot

SagebutNomfundo.

Grinder:Hey

Nomfundo:Hi

Grinder:Comein



Imovedasideandmadewayforhertocomein.I

reallydidn’texpectherbutthishadtohappen.

Grinder:Doyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Nomfundo:Noamgood,IjustwanttosaywhatI

camehereforandleave.

Grinder:Okaythen.

Iwentsatwhereawassittingandlookedather.

Nomfundo:IhavethoughtabouteverythingandI

havetwooptionshere,firstlyIwanttoaskifItold

youtowouldyouleaveSageforthesakeofour

relationship?

Grinder:IwouldbecauseIloveyoubutthatwillalso

meantherewillbeahighpossibilitythatIwillcheat

onyouwithhim.

Nomfundo:Okaythenoptionnumberoneifgone,

wellthenIhavenochoicebuttoleaveyou.Idon’t

seemyselfsharingyouwithanotherman.

Grinder:Butyoucansharemewithawoman?Don’t

actlikeyoudidn’tknowwhenIcheatedbecause

youdidbutyoudidn’tmindbecauseitwasa



woman.

Nomfundo:That’sdifferentandpleasedon’tbring

upthepast.WhatmattersisthefactthatIcan’t

sharewithaman,awomanmaybeIwouldhave

understoodbutstillhurtthatyoudon’tfindme

enough.Irespectyouasapersonandhowyou

choosetoliveyourlifebutIdon’twanttobeapart

ofit.

Grinder:Thankyouforeverythingandpleasebe

happyanddon’teverforaseconddoubtthatyou

areenough.Youaremorethanenoughamjusttoo

messedforyou.

Nomfundo:YounotmessedupNyeziyoujust

differentembracethatlikeyoudidwhenyoucame

clean.

Grinder:ThanksIguess

Nomfundo:Iwillseeyouaround

Grinder:Seeyou.

Iwalkedhertothedoorandsheleft,IloveherbutI

can’tmakeherstay.
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Luthuliresidents

MondaymorningZwelethuwokeupearlyandwas

helpedtoprepareforthemeetingwiththeinvestors

byEsihle.Themeetingwasgoingtobeathisoffice

buildingandhewasconfidentthatthemeetingwill

gowellsincethebusinessplanwasgoodandhe

alsohadthemoneytoputforwardfortheproject,

thatwayhisinvestorswillnothesitatetoinvest

sincehedoesn’tonlywanttheirmoneybutisalso

puttinginsomething.Thatgivesinvestors



confidencethatyouwillworkhardtomakethe

businessworkandgetbacktheirmoneyandyours.

EsihleandBanelehelpZwelethutothecar,hehad

thebriefcasewiththemoney.Esihledrovehimto

theofficeafterdroppingoffBaneleatschool.

Zwelethuwasleftwithonly3peopleworkingatthe

officeashedidn’twanttocompletelycloseandthe

peoplestayedbecausetheycouldn’tgetotherjobs.

TheHR,thefinanceandreceptionistaretheonly

onesthere.WhentheygotthereEsihlewentinand

askedthereceptionisttobringoutZwelethu’schair,

shewentbackandaskedthesecuritytohelpher

withhim.TheyputhimonhischairandEsihle

pusheditintothebuilding,thereceptionistwas

shockedtoseehimlikethatbutdidn’tcomment.

Theytooktheelevatoruptohisoffice,theygotin

andEsihlepushedhimtohisdesk.

Zwelethu:Thankyousomuchmydear,afterthis

meetingwearegoingtothehospitaltoseewhat

theycando,iftheycan’tdoanythingthentheywill

havetogivemeawheelchairsothatwedon’t

strugglesomuch.



Esihle:Iunderstandbutcan’tyouapologizeto

Nokukhanya,maybeafterthatyouwillbeableto

useyourlegs.

Zwelethu:Tellmesomethingmydear,didIlietothe

childandsoldherdreams?

Esihle:Nobutthisisaboutgettingwhatyouwant

here,youareabusinessmanyouknowalotabout

givingtogetwhatyouwant.

Zwelethu:Thatmightworkyouknowbecause

clearlyThembelihleonlywantsmetomakeher

daughterfeelwantedandspecialafterthatmylegs

willwork.

Esihle:See!Youbothgetwhatyouwant.

Zwelethu:ThisiswhyIkeepyouaround,yousmart.

Thereceptionistknockedonhisdoorandhe

allowedherin.

Receptionist:Sirtheinvestorsarehere,Isentthem

toboardroom2that’swhereIsetupeverything.

Zwelethu:Thankyou.Takethemtothekitchen

loungeandofferthemcoffeewhileIgointhere.



Receptionist:Yessir

ThereceptionistleftandZwelethufixedhistieand

straightenedhisjacketwithhishands.

Zwelethu:HowdoIlook?

Esihle:Perfect

Shewheeledhischairtotheboardroomandleft

himthere.Minuteslatertheinvestorscomeintothe

boardroomandgreetedZwelethunoddedhis

responsebusysortingouthisslideshowonhis

computer.Hethenshiftedhisattentiontothe

investors,heopenedhismouthtosaysomething

butnothingcameout,heclearedhisthroatand

triedagainbutnothinghappened.Heopenedanew

slideandtypedonhiscomputerthathislosthis

voicebecauseofflueandthedoctortoldhimnotto

speakuntilhisheal.Howeverhewouldlikethemto

lookatthedocumentsinfrontofthemwiththe

businessplanandprojections.

Investor:Iwashopingyouwouldtakeusthroughit

andnowyouwillbewastingourtimetypingto

explainwhenwehavequestions.Isuggestwe



postponethemeetingforwhenyouarefeeling

better.

Theothersagreedandtheystoodupandtold

Zwelethutogetbetterthenleft.Hewasangrybut

couldn’tshoutoryellatanyone.Hecouldn’tmove

wherehesoheusedtheboardroomtableuntilhe

wasclosethedoorbutitwasfarforhimtoreach

andopensothatsomeonecanseehim.Afterand

hourandhalfEsihlewentandchecktheboardroom

andfoundhimsittingtherewithhisheadburiedon

hishands.

Esihle:Howdiditgo?

Zwelethulookedatherandpointedathismouth

indicatinghecan’ttalk.

Esihle:Youcan’ttalk?

Sheaskedinshockbecausehewastalkingnotso

longago.Zwelethunodded.

Esihle:Letsgotothehospitalbecausethisisnot

normal.WhatamIsaying?It’sdefinitelynotnormal

sinceyourghostofaexwifeisdoingthis!



Shecalledthereceptionistfromhisofficetoaskthe

securitytocomehelpher.Thesecuritycameand

helpedwithZwelethuuntiltheygothimintothecar,

theywenttothehospitalandwasseenbyadoctor

whosawnomedicalreasonwhyhisunabletotalk

orwalk.Hegotawheelchairandtheyleft.

Nkanyezi

Thishasbeenthemoststressfulweekever,

NomalangastartedhavinglaborpainsonMonday

lastweek,butonlytoldmeaboutthemonTuesday

whentheygotworse.Wewenttothehospitaland

weweretoldthatshewasstillfarfromgivingbirth

butwasadmitted.Wednesdaypainswerestillthere

buteachtimetheycheckedtheysaidthebabywas

stillfar,onThursdayanothergynecologistsaidit

wasabnormalforhertobeinlaborfor3days,they

tookherforascantoseeifthebabywasnotin

destressbutthebabywasfine,infactheshowed

nosignsofcomingout.Shewasdischargedafter



thatandwecamehome,onFridayherwaterbroke

andwewentbacktothehospital.Shewasadmitted,

thewholeweekendwespentthereandstillnobaby

butthedoctorsstillmaintainthatthebabyisfine

hisnotindistressjustnotreadytocome.Theysent

ushomeandtodayIdecidedtocallSmangeleto

hearifthereissomethingwecandoforthisbabyto

come.Herphonerangtwicebeforeshepickedup.

Convo:

Smangele:Nkanyeziyami...(mystar)

Nkanyezi:Motherhowareyou?

Smangele:Wearewellfanowena...(myboyandyou)

Nkanyezi:Eyimahangikhokahle..(amnotwell

mother)Nomalangahasbeeninlaborthewholeof

lastweekandthedoctorskeepsendingusback

homebuttheysaythebabyisokay.Herwater

brokedaysagoalready.

Smangele:Onno!NkanyeziamsorrymyboyI

forgotaboutthisthing,abantwanabalaykhaya

ababelethelwaesibhedlelababelethelwaka

gogo...(ourchildrenarenotborninthehospital



theyarebornatgrandma‘shouse)hurryupand

drivehereyouwillfindmetherewitheverything

thatisneeded.

Nkanyezi:Ngiyabongamah...(thankyoumother)

Idroppedthecallandtookthebabybagand

Nomalanga’ssincetheywerenowinthelounge

withoftheendlesshospitalvisits.Itookthemtothe

carandwenttoourroomandgetNomalanga.

Nkanyezi:Mysunlightwearegoinghomemy

mothersaidtheZuluchildrenarebornathomenot

atthehospital.

Noma:Whydidn’twethinkofcallingthem?We

couldhaveavoidedallthis.

Nkanyezi:Iknowbutwedidn’tknowlet’sgo

Ihelpedherupandwewalkedslowlytodoor

becausewewereusingtheroomdownstairsnow.I

gothertothecarthenwentandclockedthedoor,

afterIgotintothecaranddroveoff.

Somevillage



Nomalanga’sparentsweresittingtogetherundera

treetalking.

Nomamother:YazibabangizwangoMamlambo

athiuNomalangaakasekhoemziniwakhe...(my

husbandIheardfromMamlambothatNomalanga

isnolongerathermaritalhome)

Father:Uthiukuzwephilokoyenau

Mamlambo?...(wheredidMamlambohearthat?)

Mother:Shewasvisitinghersisterlastweekend

youknowshelivesclosetotheZulu’ssoshetold

herthatit’sbeenmonthssinceNomalangalefther

maritalhome.Theysaysheleftwithanotherman.

Father:What?Whydidn’tMagebainformmeabout

this?

Mather:Hayianagazinamibabakodwabathiisgodi

sonkesalaphayasiyazingalenda.Uthibambeka

amabalauNomalangangobaabakaZulu

bamfundisilebaqedabanikaibizinisiyenawabona

abangconowahamba...(Idon’tknowmyhusband

buttheysaythewholevillageknowsaboutthis.



TheyarebadmouthingNomalangabecausethe

Zulu’stookhertoschoolandevengavehera

businessafterthensheleftwithothermen)

Father:Mameshani!!UzongaziuNomalanga

umangabeyiqinisoleli,ngilungiselelenkosikazi

ngiyaKaZulukusasangifunaukuzwaiqiniso

ngalendaba...(what?Nomalangawillknowmeif

thisistrue,prepareformemywifeamgoingtothe

Zulu’stomorrowIwanttohearthetruthaboutthis

matter)

Mother:Kukungilebaba...(okaymyhusband)

Shelefttogoprepareforherhusbandwhilehewas

fumingwithanger,hecouldn’tunderstandwhy

Magebadidn’ttellhimaboutthisbuthewasgoing

tofindouthimself.ThengogetNomalangaand

takeherbackwhereshebelongs,sheknowsthe

ruleshecouldn’tunderstandwhatchangedherso

much.

Father:Lemfundoiyabahlanyisaabantwananx

nabooMagebanazenzaelabelungubhekamanje

kuyonakalaHayimaan!...(thiseducationismaking



childrencrazynxalsoMagebaactslikewhite

peoplelooknowthingsaregettingruined,nomaan!)

Hespokealonethrowinghishandsintheair.

Pleaseshare
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Luthuliresidents

Narrated

EsihlehelpedZwelethubathandgetintobedthat

evening.Itwasastruggleforhertodothat,

suddenlysheaskedherselfifthisisthelifeshe



wantedtolive,withamanwhocan’twalkortalk.

Onethatisgoingtobedependentofherfor

everything,alreadythesepasttwodayshavebeena

struggleandshecouldn’tpictureherselfdoingthat

becausetherewasnoguaranteethathewillever

walkortalkagain.Sheconcludedthattheonlyway

wastotakehersonandleave.Shewentdownstairs

andlookedfornearbyB&Bandwhenshefoundit

shebookedonline.AfterthatshewenttoBanele’s

roomandpackedeverythingofhis,thenwenttoher

roomwithZwelethuandpackedherstaff.Whenshe

wasfinishedshewheeledthesuitcasestothe

loungeandrequestedanUber.Shewentback

upstairsandtookthebriefcasefromthesafe.

Zwelethuwokeupwhenheheardthesafeopening

andlookedatthedirectionofthesafeandsaw

Esihletakingthebriefcaseout.Hewidenedhiseyes

wantingtosaysomethingbutnothingcameout,he

triedgettingupfromthebedbutstillonlyhisupper

bodymoved.Esihleturnedandsawhimlookingat

her.Sheclosedthesafewiththebriefcaseinhand,

shewenttohiswalletonthebedsidetableandtook

outthecardwiththerestofthemoneyandleftthe



others.Zwelethushookhisheadlookingather.

Esihle:AmsorrybutIcan’tdothis,Ican’tbelooking

afteragrownmanwhosuddenlywentbackto

beingachild.Takingcareofyouisalotofworkand

Ican’tdoit.Iwillleaveyourphonenexttoyouand

youcanemailyoursecretarytolookforahelpfor

youoryoucanbookyourselfintoahome.It’supto

you.Againamsorryaboutthisandthemoneybut

BaneleandIhavetoeat,thisistheonlymoneywe

haveuntilIfindajobandgetmylifebacktogether.

Aftershesaidthatshetookthephoneandlaptop

andputthemonthebedsidetableforhim.She

lookedathimonemoretimebeforeleavingthe

roomgoingtoBanele’sroom.Shewokehimupand

theyleftastheUberwasalreadyoutside.Inthe

roomZwelethuwascryingthinkingabouthow

muchhislifehaschangedovernight.

Nkanyezi

WhenwegottomygrandparentshouseSmangele



wasalreadytherewithauntBabalwa,theytook

Nomalangatooneoftheroomsandsaideverything

wasreadyforherthereandthatgrandmaistheone

who’sgoingtohelpher.Theysaidsheinsistedon

bringingherfirstgreatgrandchildtotheworld

herself.It’sbeenanhourofthembeingthere,she

wasscreamingandcursingasaresultMagebaand

theunclestookmeaway.UncleMakhosinisaidhe

hadsomethingtotellMageba.Wewalkedtothe

rivernotfarfromthehouseandsatontherocks.

Makhosini:BrotherIwantedtotellyouthisway

beforebutthetiminghasnotbeenrightbutIcan’t

keepthisanymorebecauseyourwifemighttwistit

ifshetellsyouherself.

Mageba:Areyousleepingwithmywifeagain

Makhosini!

Hewasangry.

Makhosini:DoyouwantNkanyeziherewhenIsay

this?Butthenagainheshoweduprightafteram

surehesensedsomething.

Mageba:Whatisgoingon?



Makhosini:Smangeleonthedayofthelunchwhen

Iaskedforthebathroomshecamewith.

Mageba:YesIrememberthat

Makhosini:Wellsheaskedforustorekindleour

loveandstartwhereweleftoffyearsago.

Mageba:What?HowdoIknowyoutellingthetruth?

Makhosini:BecausethelasttimeIdidsomething

withSmangeleitcostmeyoumybrotherandmy

son.Andamnotwillingtoloseeitheroneofyou

again,alothasbeenfixedinthisfamilyandIdon’t

wantsecretsthatwillseparateusagain.

Nkanyezi:MagebaIthinkuncleistellingthetruth

becauseumahwasactingweirdwhenIgotintothat

kitchenandthewayshewaslookingatunclewas

notawayforabrother’swifetobelookingather

husband’solderbrother.

Mageba:AndhowdidshelookathimNkanyezihuh?

Nkanyezi:InawayIhaveneverseenherlookatyou,

thelookshegavehimhadsomuchlove,painand

disappointment.NowIunderstandthepainand



disappointmentwasbecauseunclerejectedher.

ThenshewentandtoldZwelethuaboutMnqobi’s

negotiationsandwhenMnqobiaskedherwhyshe

hateshimsomuchmothersaidhemustaskhis

father.

Muz’uvukile:KodwauSmangeleuyahlanya

bafo...(butSmangeleiscrazybrother)after

everythingwehavebeenthroughshegoesand

doesthis.

Makhosini:Ididn’thearaboutthatNkanyeziMnqobi

didn’ttellme.Whywouldshetakeherangerouton

myson?Whydidn’tMnqobitellme!!

Nkanyezi:UncleMnqobiisagrownmanwithawife

now,hisnotgoingtoruntoyouwitheverythingthat

happensinhislife.Evenwithmeheconfidedinme

afterIcalledhimtoaskaboutthenegotiations,he

toldmeaboutwhatwashappeningbutIcould

sensethattherewasmoresoIpusheduntilhetold

mewhatourmothersaid.ShehatesMnqobi

becauseofyouunclebecauseyoudon’twanther.

Mageba:ThenwhyinthehellisSmangelestillwith



me?Ifshelovesyouwhatisshedoingwithmethen

becauseclearlyshecanneverlovemeasshedoes

you.

Muz’uvukile:Becauseyouarethenextbestthing,

brotherdon’tforgetthatMakhosiniwasSmangele’s

firstlove,theysayitsdifficultforwomentogetover

theirfirstlove.

Mageba:Afteralltheseyears?Ithoughtshehated

you.

Makhosini:Clearlysheonlypretendedto.

Mageba:Letsgo,mygrandchildmustbeherenow.

Muz’uvukile:WhataboutSmangele?

Mageba:Smangeleistherewherewearegoing.

Ican’tbelievewhatmymotherhasdone,Ithought

shechangedbutIguessIwaswrong.Iwantherto

behappyyesbutthesearebrothers.Youknow

whatamnotgettinginvolvedMagabawilldealwith

hiswifethebestwayheknowshow.Whenwegot

closetothehousewecouldhearholulilatingaunty



Babalwaoutsidewithgrassbroomsweepingside

tosidecallingtheZuluclannamesinbetweenthe

hululating.Iranaheadleavingtheoldmenlaughing

atme,Idon’tcareIwanttoseemybaby.Aunty

Babalwametmehalfway.

Babalwa:YoudidwellZulu,youdidverywell

Mageba,Mgaziyoubroughtusason.

Nkanyezi:Ihaveason?

Babalwa:Yesyouhaveason

Nkanyezi:AmIallowedtogoinandseehim?

Babalwa:Yesgoon

Iwalkedfasttothehousewithabiggestsmileon

myface,amafather!Yes!IpunchedtheairIhear

laughterandturnedaroundandMagebaandthe

uncleswererightbehindme.Ishookmyhead

smiling,mymothercameoutoftheroomandher

eyeswentstraightbehindmeandIknewthefirst

personshelookedatwasuncleMakhosiniandthat

willconfirmtoMagebawhatshe’sbeenupto.They

candivorceforallIcareweareoldenoughtotake

careofourselves.



Nkanyezi:MothercanIseemyson

Smangele:OfcoursebutwaithereIwillbringhim.

ShewentmyunclesandfathersatdownbutI

couldn’tsitsoIstoodtherewaiting.Shebrought

himinyellowbabyblanket,sheaskedmetosit

downandgavehimtomeshowingmehowtohold

him.Ismiledholdinghim,hissohandsome,ama

father!

Mageba:Youdidwellson,amproudofthemanyou

havebecome.

DidMagebajustsayhisproudofme?Ilookedat

himandhehadthisapprovinglook,Ismiled,itfeels

goodtohearhimsaythat.

Makhosini:Whatwillwenamehim?Hisourfirst

grandsonsowegettonamehim.

Nkanyezi:ActuallybabaIwashopingthatMgazi

cannamehim.

Muz’uvukile:Why?

Nkanyezi:Thiswouldhavebeenhissonandina

wayheisandIfeelthatit’sonlyrightforhimto



namehimandbecausehewasafathertomefora

longtime.Idon’tmeannodisrespectMageba.

Mageba:Iunderstandson,Iwasn’ttherebutweare

notgoingtotalkaboutthatnow.Makhosinicall

yoursonwewanttohearwhathewillnamehim.

Mnqobiwascalledandputonspeakerhewas

happyformeandsaidhewillcomehomeintwo

daystoseehim.HegavehimthenameNkosenye

ZuluandIlovedit.

AtKNTechnogiesNhlakaniphowalksin,hehadan

appointmentwiththeMDofthecompany,he

wantednewsystemsinstalledintheirJoburgoffice

andwenttotheonlycompanyheknowswillgive

himthebest.OneofhisformerbossKhangelani

Ngcobo,itfeltfunnyforhimwalkinginthereasjust

aprivateclientthanamemberoftheteam.The

receptionistshowedhimtheboardroomafter

checkingforhisappointmentandconfirmingit.He

wentandsatdownthinkingabouthispreviousjob

andhowmuchheenjoyedit.



MD:MrZulu

Nhlakanipho:Khuboni

MD:It’sgoodtoseeman,meetourtopIT

BuhlebenkosiJali

NhlakanipholookedatBuhleandforthefirsttime

sincehemetherhenoticedhowbeautifulshewas,

herpaleskincomplimentedherperfectly,her

goldenhairmakingherlooklikeadoll.Heextended

hishandtoBuhleandshetookit.

Nhlakanipho:PleasuretomeetyouMrsJali

Buhle:It’sMissJaliMrZulu.

Nhlakanipho:MyapologiesMissJali.

MD:Shallwegetdowntobusiness?

Nhlakanipho:Ofcourse

TheysatforthemeetingwithNhlakaniphotelling

themwhathewantsforhiscompany.Downstairs

theChinesearrivedinnumbers.

Yuinn:Comeonguysweontheclockin3minutes



allstaffmustbeoutofthebuildingandin4the

buildingmustbeonlockdownjustaswerehearse!

Men:Yesboss!

Yuinn:Now!

TheChinesewalkedfastgoingintothebuilding

whiletheotherswentandplacedtheparametersto

lockdownthebuildingwithlaser.Itwasmeantthat

noonegetswithin50milesofthebuildingorthe

automaticriflesgooffonalldirections.In3

minutesallstaffwasoutbeingleadbyChineseout

thedoor.

Yuinn:Comeonpeoplemoveit!!youcancallthe

policeonceyouarefarorifyouwalklikemy

grandpathenyoumightdieheretoday!!

Heshoutedandthepeoplewalkedfasterothers

running.In4minutesallofthemwereinposition

andthebuildingwentonlockdown.
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Khangelani

Amoutsidegivingmycaraquickwashbefore

takingMaZwidetocheckonherbusiness.Idon’t

likethebusinessmuchbutwhenIbroughtitupshe

toldmethatshewon’tcloseitdownbecausethe

“sisters”won’thaveanywhereelsetogobutthe

streets.Shetoldmehowunsafethestreetsarefor

themandshewillnotsitbackandwatchthat

happen.SoIletitgo,myphoneringsanddisturb

mymusicbecauseit’sconnectedtothephonethe

songamplaying.Itakeitandanswer.

Convo

Lani:Buttons



Buttons:Kushubilendodasiyakudinga(there’s

troublemanweneedyou)

Lani:Where?

Buttons:KNTech

Lani:Whatisthehellisgoingoninmycompany

Buttons?Don’ttellmethatsomeoneisstealing

fromme

Button:Thisisfarworsethanthat,Yuinnisinthe

building.

Lani:Yuinnisinthebuilding,who’sbuilding?

Buttons:Ndodastopbeinga2%hereamtalking

aboutyourbuildingKNtech

Lani:Onmyway

Icutthecall,ohButtonscallspeoplewith

intellectualdisabilitythattakestimetounderstand

andgraspthings2%.Butwhat’smoreimportantis

whatInthehellisYuinndoinginmybuildingand

whydidn’tthereenforcementpickupthathewasin

thecountry?Yuinnisourenemywecan’thavehim

roamingaroundthecountryorevenworseinmy



building!Myphoneringsthesecondtimeit’sthe

commanderIpressanswerandkeepquiet.

Convo

Mnqobi:Yuinnisinthecountry,cameinthroughthe

portsinDurbanusingcargocontainers.Bythelook

ofthingshebroughtreinforcementsbecausethe

numberofpeoplehecamewithinthosecontainers

lookedlikehebroughtthewholeYakuzaclanwith

him.

Lani:Iknowhishereandinmyfuckingbuilding!My

fuckingbuildingcommandertellmeIdidn’thear

thatpartright.

Mnqobi:AmonthejettoDurban,Buttonsisalready

workingonsomethingweshouldhavetheeyeson

thebuildinganysecondnow.

Lani:Youwillfindusatthewarehouse

Mnqobi:NotimeIneedtoactnow

Lani:Notwithoutme,thatismyfuckingbuilding

andamwithyouonthisone.Thisissomehigh

levelofdisrespectandIwanttoeducatehimalittle



onthat.

IcutthecallandwentinsideandtoldMaZwidethat

Iwon’tbeabletodriveherthenouttomycarand

droveofftothewarehouse.WhenIgotthere

Buttonshaseyesonthebuildinglookslikeonly3

peopleareinthereandthatincludesNhlakanipho.

IfthisbloodyboybroughttheYakuzaheretofinish

whattheystartedIwillfinishhim.

Lani:TalktomeButtons

Buttons:Wellthebuildingisonlockdownusing

somehighttechChineseshit.

Lani:ThingsfromChinahavenoqualitytheyare

mostlyjustacopyofsomeone’soriginal.

Buttons:Onit.

Narrated

InsideKNtechYuinngoesintotheboardroomand

opensthedoor,thethreeturnedtolookathimand

hiseyesmetNhlakanipho’s.Hisheartstarted



beatingfastbecauseheknewthatYuinnisnothere

toplay,healsoknewthatatsomepointhewillhave

tofacehim.

MD:Excusemeweareinthemiddleofsomething

pleasewaitoutsideuntilwearefinished.

Yuinn:Youareexcused...heturnedhisattentionto

Nhlakaniphowhokeptastraightfacelookingathim

butontheinsidehewascrumblingandtrembling.

Yuinn:Ifitisn’tthemotherfuckerthathadme

chasingafuckingmaniacacrossChinaandJapan!

AmaniacthatdestroyedChinaasIknowit!!

Nhlakanipho:WhatdoyouwantYuinn?

Heaskedhimcalmlybecausetherewasnoother

way,hewasbusylookingaroundforsomething

thathecanuseasaweapontodefendhimselfbut

hesawnothingofasort.

Yuinn;Goodquestion,youknowit’sbeenawhile

sincesomeoneaskedmewhatIwanted.Heregoes,

Iwantsomeofyourbestquinineswithabottleof

scotch,yeahIlovemyscotch,itburnsashell

thoughbutIleanttotolerateitthroughthe



Russians.OhIalsowantmylabandtheGreatWall

ofChinabutmostimportantlyIwanttheguyyou

promisedmebeforeplusthegirl.

Nhlakanipho:IwishIcangiveyouallthatyouwant

butit’sclosetoimpossibleformetodoso.

Yuinn:Youthankamplayinggameshuh?Boy!!

Twoguyscameinpushinganicechair,ithad

strapsonthearmrestsandonthelegs.Itlooked

likethosebedsAmericansusewhenaprisoneris

ondeathrowabouttobeputdownlikesome

animal.

Nhlakanipho:Nicechairyougotthere

Yuinn:AChineseoriginalbroughtitjustforyou,

comesit!

Nhlakaniphodidn’twantYuinnkillingpeoplejustto

gethimtositl,therewasBuhleintheroom.He

stoodupandwetositonthechair,theguyswho

broughtitinstrappedhim.

Yuinn:Nowboyscharge!Justtoseeifitworks.

TheguyschargedthechairNhlakanipho’sbody



jerkedfromitashewasbeingshockedbyhigh

voltageelectricityformthechair.Hefelthisinternal

organsclumpingtogetherliketheywerebeing

squeezedtogetherbysomethingsopowerful.Yuinn

raisedhishandandtheguysstoppedit.

Yuinn:Ohitworksperfectly!Youmustappreciate

theartthatwentintothisthing.Anywayweare

abouttodancenow.

Nhlakanipho:Ifonlyyouknewwho’scompanyitis

youarein.

Yuinn:Ohthatdoesn’tmatterwhatmattersisthat

youarehere.Nowwhereisthegirlandthatlunatic?

Nhlakanipho:Idon’tknow

Yuinn:Again!

Theguysfiredupthechairagainandhisbody

jerkedupagainfromtheshock.Theystoppedand

Yuinnwentclosertohimlookinghimstraightinthe

eyes.

Yuinn:Youstilldon’twannatalk?

Nhlakanipho:ItoldyouIdon’tknow



YuinnshothimonhisthighBuhleflinchonthe

chaircryingsilentlytheMDputhisheadonthe

tablecryingandpraying.

MD:IyhoooLordplease!Idon’twannadieplease!

MycareerhasjuststartedandIhaveonlybeenwith

3womaninmylife!Ihaven’tlivedLordno!!IyhoooI

stillneedtogetmarriedandhavekids!Ican’tdie

nowIcan’tyhooo.

Buhlelookedathimirritatedbyhisbehavior.

Buhle:Wouldyoushutup!

TheMDlookedatherwithhislipstrembling

MD:Ifyouwannadiethendiealoneohlordno!

Yuinn:Enough!!Shuthimthefuckup

MD:No!!

Oneoftheguyshithimwiththebackofthegunand

hepassedout.

InthejetMnqobiwasseeingthefootageasButtons

hasalsoconnectedhimtoit.HemadeacalltoLani



andhepickedupimmediately

Convo

Lani:Commander

Mnqobi:Wehavetogethimoutofthere

Lani:Idon’thavetodoanythingcommanderthisis

hisdoingsohewillgethimselfoutofit.

Mnqobi:Amgoinginalonethen

Lani:Notonmywatchbecauseyouwilldiebefore

yougetwithin50milesofthebuildingandamnot

abouttoexplaintomydaughterhowyoudiedwhile

Iwatched.

Mnqobi:Hewantsmeyouheardhim.

Lani:Hewantsmydaughtertooandhisinmy

building.JustgethereIhaveaplan.

Mnqobi:Hewilldieifwedon’tgethimoutsoon.

Lani:Notmyproblembutifitwillputyouatease

Nhlakaniphowastrainedbybothreenforcement

andthecobras.Heknowswhattodoinsuch

situationstostayalive.



Buttons:Wherethefuckdidyougetthepussyofa

guycryinglikebitchinthere.

Gora:NotevenabitchcrieslikethatImeanlookat

mywhitewomanallcalmandcollected.

Mnqobihearsthetwointhebackgroundbefore

Lanicutthecall,Mnqobiwasfrustratedwatching

Nhlakanipholikethat.

Lani:Boysrememberthetunnels

Gora:Surewehaven’tusedthoseinyears

Grinder:Sincetheoldmanwasalive

Snakes:Sendmein

Gora:Youdon’tevenknowwhathisgoingtosayyet

youwanttogoin.

Lani:Hisasnakeofcoursehewantstogoin,we

areopeningupthetunnel,Goragosortoutthe

bakeryownerbecausethat’swheretheentranceis.

GrinderIneedyoutogetyourtoolsit’stimetoplay.

Snakesyougoinfirst.



Grinder:Ayikeangekenjeminangivuleleusnake

namingiyafunaukudlalanoLani..(ohnoamnot

openingforsnakeIalsowanttoplaywithLani)

Lani:Hisonlyplayingwiththecommandertoday.

Grinder:Thenthecommandercanopenupforyou

Lani:Thisisnotimetobechallengingme

Grinder:Amnotbutwebothknowthatyoucan’tgo

intherewithoutGoraormethat’sthearrangement

withyourfatherandyouweretherethedayitwas

made.

Lani:YaziuMapholobaiscontrollingmylifefrom

beyondthegrave.Finethentakenormalformation.

Buttonshowlongtillthecommandergethere?

Button:15minutesbutreenforcementisinposition

andtheyhavetheChineseontheirsightsreadyto

takethemoutanyminute.

Lani:Whydoesn’tanyoneofyoulistentome?

Hesaysfrustrated

Buttons:Welistentoyoubuteveryone’spriorityis

yoursafety,rememberwithoutyouthereisnot



Forceandsecondlyyoudidn’temploymenwhowill

cometoyouforeverythingespeciallythe

commander.Hecommandsoneofourbestteams

knownworldwidesodon’tunderestimatehis

actionsnow.

Lani:FineButfindoutifthefuckerNhlakanipho

wasInvolvedinallthis.

Buttons:It’salreadydoneandhewasn’t

Lani:MaybeIwon’tkillhimafterall.

Buttons:AndweneedhimbackbecauseyouandI

bothknowthatthepeoplewhohavetriedforhisjob

don’tknowshit!

Lani:Iwillthinkaboutit

Button:Finebutyouneedhimbackornomissions

willbedoneforawhile.

Lanididn’tsayanything,hetriedtoreplace

Nhlakaniphoandevengotthebestpeoplebutallof

themstruggledtofitinandmyjustdon’thavethat

thingNhlakaniphohad.Heworkedwiththeman9

yearsandnotoncedidhemessup.Hethinkson



hisfeetandalwayshasaplanbuthewon’tadmit

heneedshimback.
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Nhlakanipho

IhavedonealotofshittythingsinmylifeandI

knewthatsomedaymydeathwillbenothingless

brutal.Therightthingtodoherewouldbetogiveup

andletYuinnkillmebutdeepdowninsideIwanta

secondchance.Ineedasecondchance,notonlyto

provemyselfbutasecondchanceatlove,todo

rightbyeveryoneIhavewronged.YesYuinnisone



ofthemandyeshisangerisjustifiedbutIcan’tgive

up.Butthischair,thisbloodychairiscrushingmy

internalorganssobadlythatIfeellikeamgoingto

passoutsoon.Ican’tletthathappenthough

becauseIdon’tknowwhathewilldotoBuhleand

everyoneinthisbuildingshouldIpassout.

Yuinn:Youstilldon’twanttotalk?

Nhlakanipho:ThereisnothingtosayYuinn.

Yuinn:Iguessyouneedsomemotivation,youknow

somethingtogetyouthinkingandgivingmewhatI

need.

HewenttoBuhleandcrotchedinfrontofher.

Yuinn:Youngladymaybeyoucanhelpmeouthere

huh,lookatthisandtellmeifyouknowher.

HeshowedBuhleapictureonhisphoneandher

facechanged,Iknewheshowedherapictureof

Portiaorshewouldn’thavereacted.

Yuinn:Youknowherdon’tyou,yepdon’teventryto

bullshitmebecauseIsawthelookonyourface

whenyousawher.Nowtellmewhosheisand



wheretofindher.

Buhle:Idon’tknowwheresheis.

Yuinn:Okaythentellmewhosheisthenandmy

friendonthechairwilltellmewheretofindher.

Buhle:I..amnotsurewhatyouwanttoknow.

Yuinn:Clearlyyoubothdon’tunderstandmy

situationbutIwillmakeyoubothunderstandthat

thisisnotagame.

Hetookouthisgunandpointeditatherthenshot

heronherthighwithoutwarning.Herscreamsfilled

theroomandsomethinginmesnapped,somehow

Ididn’tliketohearherscream,somehowithurtme

toseeherinpainlikethatbutmostimportantlyit

unleashedsomethinginsideofme.Somethingdark

anddangerous.

Yuinn:Nowpleasetellmeyourememberwhator

whosheithuh?

Buhle:She’sjustaspiritualpersonnothingmuch.

Yuinn:Youbothmustthinkamafoolhuh,what

spiritualpersonturnsintoaballoffuckingfirehuh!!



Ihaveseenspiritualpeopleandsheisnot!!

Nhlakanipho:That’sallsheisYuinnspiritual

Yuinn:Noshe’snot!!!She’sasupernaturalandI

wanther!

HesaidandshotBuhleonthefootshescreamedin

painandIcouldn’tjustsitthereanymoreandwatch

himhurthersomemore.Iworkedonmyhands

tryingtogetthemfree,heshotanotherfootthe

sametimeIgotmyonehandfreefromthebinders.

Buhle:Noplease!Iswearshe’sonlyspiritual,she’s

notsupernaturalplease!

Yuinn:WhatIhatethemostaboutyouprincessis

thatyouthinkamafooljustlikethatidiotonthat

chair.Noonewillplaymeagain!!

HepointedhisgunatherheadandIgotmyother

handfreeandIlaunchedmyselfathimandthegun

wentoffhittingthewindow,wefoughtforitandjust

asIwasgettingitIfeltastingonmyneck.Iturned

becktolookandoneofhisguysstoodtherewitha

niddleinhand.YuinnpushesmeandIfellonmy

sideandsprayedmyanklebecausemyfeetwere



stillboundtothechair.

Yuinn:YoufuckerthinkIwillletyouplaymetwice?

Hepointedisgunatmyheadandshotatme,I

movedmyheadanditshotwhereIwas,heshot

againandImoveditshotrightnexttome.Heshot

thethirdtimebutwhenImovedsomeonekicked

myheadandIsnappeditbackandIheardIringon

myearandmyfacegettingwet.

Buhle:No!!!

Yuinn:HowlongdidyouthinkIwouldmisshuh?

YouareboundtoachairandyouthinkIwon’tget

you?

Buhle:Youkilledhim!!

Yuinn:Hisnotdeadyetbuthewillbe

Buhle:It’saheadwoundpleaseletmecheckit!

Yuinn:Youhaveyourownwoundstobeworried

about!Besidesamnotheretoplaydoctor.Nowit

leavesyouprincesstellmewhatIneedoryouend

uplikeyourfriendtherewithabulletinyourhead.



Nomalanga’sparentsarrivedattheZuluhomestead

butfounditemptyandlocked.Hermothercalled

Smangeleandaskedherwheretheywerebecause

theywereatherhouse.Shedirectedthemtothe

homesteadandtheywent.Themoodwasjoyous

andtheywonderedwhy.Theygotoutthecarand

Magebawasalreadywaitingforthemoutside.

Mageba:Linda

Linda:Mageba,kunjanindoda(howareyouman)

Mageba:WeareblessedLinda,theZulufamilyhas

beenblessedtoday.

Linda:That’sgoodtohear,canwetalkhereorwe

goingtoyourhouse?

Mageba:Thisismyhomeandwecantalkhere,

besidesyouhavetomeetyourgrandson.

Linda:Grandson?

Smangele:PleasecomeinMagebabecauseyou

mighttalkabouteverythingoutthereifnoone

stopsyou.BabaLindayoumustbetired,comeonin.

MaNkosicomeinmyin-law.



MaNkosijustlookedatheranddidn’tsayanything,

she’sstillangryatSmangeleforinsultingher

becauseshedidn’thaveaneducation.Theywentin

andpleasantrieswereshared,Smangelebrought

themrefreshmentsandsatdown.

Mageba:Nivakashekahlendoda,nifikekanye

ngosukulokuzalwakomzukuluwethu...(youvisited

attherighttimeman,youarrivedonthedayour

grandsonisborn)

Linda:HawuuNomalanga

unomntwana?...(Nomalangahasachild?)

Mageba:Yebonankuephethewewu

Nkanyezi...(YesthereheiswithNkanyezi)

MaNkosi:Thisisamazing,letmeseehimplease

Mageba

NkanyezigavethebabytoNomalanga’smother.

MaNkosi:Ohhissobeautiful,helooksmuchlike

youNkanyeziyourbrothermustbeproud.

Nkanyezicringedwhenshesaidthat,itoccurredto

himthatNomalanga’sparentsdidn’tknowabout



themyetsonowtheythinkthebabyisthatifhis

brother.

Linda:Ukephiyenaunkhwenyanakumelesibonge

nakuyengaloku...(whereisoursoninlaw?Wehave

tothankhimaswellforthis)

Mageba:EeeerLindakuningiokwenzekilendoda

besithisizozakuwesikutshelekodwaizintoazange

zihambenjengobabesifisa...(Lindathereisalot

thathappened,weweregoingtocometoyouand

tellyoubutthingsdidn’tgoaswewishedthemto)

MaNkosi:Smangeleuryt

umkhwenyana?..(Smangeleisoursoninlaw

alright?)

Smangele:Yeshisokay.

Mageba:Inkingayikuthiinganeakuyonaeka

Mnqobi...(theproblemisthatthechildisnot

Mnqobi’s)Lindacuthimshort

Linda:NgabekuyiqinisoukuthiuNomalanga

wahambanenyeindoda...(isittruethatNomalanga

leftwithanotherman?)



Mageba:NothechildisstillaZulubutnotMnqobi’s,

thingsdidn’tworkoutbetweenthemuntilmyother

sontookinterestinherandtheystartedseeing

eachother.Thebaby’sfatherismysonNkanyezi.

Linda:Ini?..(what?)

MaNkosi:ManyalaanilaniwenzayoSmangele?

YinganeeluhlazauNkanyezi!..(whatdisgusting

thingsareyoudoinghereSmangele?Nkanyeziisa

marechild!

Linda:Magebayhinilekodwa?MdalauNomalanga

kudeleekunoNkanyezi!Niyivumelakanjaniinto

enje(Magebawhatisthis?Nomalangaiswayolder

thanNkanyezi!Howcanyouallowthistohappen?

Mageba:Ididn’tallowanythingtohappenthe

childrendecidedforthemselvesandweonlyfound

outwhenNomalangawasalreadypregnant.

Nkanyezi:WithallduerespectbabaIlove

NomalangaandIwanttodorightbyher,please

allowusto.

Linda:Ukhulumanobaniwenangane?Ukhuluma

namiisilungu?Yaziulhlazanjewenaubonakele



nokudlaesibayenisamfowenu...(whoareyou

talkingtochild?YoutalkingtomeinEnglish?You

aredisrespectfulanditshowedbyyoueatingin

yourbrotherskraal)

Nkanyezikeptquiet

Mnqobi

WhenIgottothewarehouseanddidthesecurity

checksIwentin,everyonewashereandtheyall

seemedbusy.

Lani:Commander

Mnqobi:Tellmewearegoingingeneralplease.

Lani:Wewillinafewminutes

Mnqobi:MyBrotherdoesn’thaveafewminutes

General,thefuckerputabulletinmybrother’sskull

incaseyoudidn’tnotice!

Lani:OhInoticedalrightbutwearenotflies

commanderwecan’tjustflyintothebuildingwe



needaproperplansincehehasthebuildingon

lockdown.

Grinder:Wein!

SaidGrindercominginlookingalldirty

Lani:Okayletsgo

Mnqobi:Whereareweentering?

Lani:Throughthewaterpipesthatcomeoutinthe

basementparkingofthebuilding.

Mnqobi:Goodenough

Theyfollowedeachothergoingtothebakeryto

accessthetunnelfromthere.
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Khangelani

Thecommander,Grinder,Gora,SnakesandIputon

ouroverallspreparingtogointothetunnel.The

reenforcementteamhasgottheoutsidecovered

theyjustneedoursignalandtheytakedownthe

Chinese.Wegetdressedandheadtothebasement

wheretheentranceofthetunnelisandofcourse

Snakesitthefirstonetogothrough,followedby

Grinder,beforeGoragoesinhespeaks.

Gora:Laniyouhavetopromisemethatbeforeyou

bothtakedownYuinnyouwillgivemeachangeto

beattheshitoutofhim.

Mnqobi:Why?

Gora:Ngobaudubuleumlunguwamiubuzani

wena...(becauseheshotmywhitewoman,what

areyouasking?)hedeservesabeatinganywayfor

beingdisrespectful.

Lani:Ican’tpromisethatGorayouknowwhenLani



takesoveritsgameover.

Gora:UmtshelekeuLaniukuthikuzonyayena

umezodlayedwa...(thentellLanithathewillshit

himselfifhisgoingtoeatalone)

Hesaysandgoesintothetunnel.Ilookatthe

commandernexttomehejustshrugsandgoes

intothetunnelthenIfollow.Wemovethroughthe

darktunnelsteadily,thetunnelisabout100miters

tillwegettotheundergroundparkingofthe

building.Icanfeelthecommanderisfrustratedand

soamIbutIwillnotshowhimormyteamthat.One

ofusneedstoberationalatleastwhileIstillcan

becauseIcanalreadyfeelLanigettingrestless

scratchingatthebackofmyheadcausingmea

headache.“wouldyoustopdoingthat”Isay

becauseamirritatedthecommanderspeaksin

frontofme.

Mnqobi:Youmeanstopmoving?

IrealizedthatIspoketoLanioutloudwhichis

somethingIdon’tdoinfrontofpeoplebecausethey

willthinkamcrazierthantheyalreadythinkIam.



Khangelani:Noamnottalkingtoyoucommanderi

thinkaratwantstobefriendsbecausehisbeen

withmesincewegotintothisdump.

Helaughedandhislaughterechoedinthetunnel,at

leastimadehimlaugh,hisbeentootenseand

makingLanireact.

Mnqobi:Welltheysayanimalscansenseeach

otherbegladforthecompanyGeneral.

Khangelani:Ihavemorethanenoughcompany

thankyou.

HelaughedsomemoreIthinkpicturingmebeing

friendswitharat.IseealightrightaheadandI

knewwewereclosetotheopeninginthebasement.

Thecommandermovedfasterwhenhesawthe

lightaheadofthetunnelandIuppedmypaceas

well.Crawlinglikeachildbutitiswhatitis,hegets

totheopeningandGorapullshimup.ThenIgoup

andoutofthetunnelthenintotheunderground

parkingofmybuilding.Weclosethedrainthenthe

commandertalkstohisteamthroughanearpiece.

Mnqobi:TakethenoutbesilentaboutitIdon’twant



noise.Whileyouatitgetthemedicalteamonstand

by.

Theyallagreewegothroughtheservicesstars

goingup,wewillusethefireescapeinthekitchen

togointhenmovefromthere.Wemovefastand

thereisnooneonthestairs,GrinderandSnakes

movetoseparatedirections.“Wedidnottalkabout

that”buttheyareefficientsoIdon’tsayanythingI

juststicktotheplanwithGoraandthecommander.

Wegettothekitchen’sfireescapeandit’sopen

withSnakesontheothersideandtwoguysonthe

floor,theyarejustlayingthereallwrongitshows

theyaredead.

Khangelani:Really?

Snakes:ItoldyouIwantedtogetbloodyandyou

warnedmeaboutbloodinyourbuildingsoI

improvised.

Khangelani:Unbelievable!Let’smove

Wemovedquietlyalongthethepassage,killing

peoplequietlyaswegoalong.Thecommanderwas

right,YuinnbroughtthewholeYakuzaclanhere.I



don’tknowhowmanymenwehavekilledsofarand

yetwearenotevenonthefirstflooryet.ButIknow

Grindertakingcareofthat.Lanidoesitagainashe

smellsbloodhewantstotakeoverandIkeep

pushinghimaway.Idon’tthinkit’stherighttimeto

turnyet,hisvoiceboomsinmyears“Khangelani

letmetakeover”hesaysIlookaroundbeforeI

answerandtheguysarebusytobepaying

attention.“NoLaniit’snotthetimeyet”Isaythat

thenturnandkilledanotherguythatwasjust

comingoutofoneoftheoffices.“IfIdoitonmy

ownIwillhurtyouinreturn,Yuinnhurtusbefore

andwelethimlivebecauseyoumadeitperson.

Nhlakaniphobetrayedusandyoualsomadeit

personal.Ihavegivenyoualotofleewaywhenit

comestothisguyit’smyturnnow.”Hisright!The

wholekidnappingIgavethecommanderallthe

reignstodoasheseesfitandhedidbutthenitleft

Yuinnaliveandhenowthinksamweak.Yeshe

doesn’tknowmebuthisheardaboutme,everyone

has.“ifyoudon’tletmetakeoverIwilldoitmyself

anditwon’tbepretty”hesaysandInodthen

quicklyrememberthathedoesn’tseeme“take



overLani”Iletgoofmyselfandgrowlstartlingthe

maninfrontofme.Hisfrightenedofthebeast

turningrightInfrontofhim.Peoplearescaredof

animalsitdoesn’tmatterwhatkind,hestepsback

assoonashesawfurgrowonmyfacewantingto

makearunforitbutitwastoolate.Lanihashimby

thethroatnowandpullsitout.“somuchforno

bloodinmybuilding”thecommanderisfighting

wellbymyside,it’slikewehavedonethismany

timesbeforetogetherbutinallhonestywehavethe

besttraining.Wemovealongtothefirstfloorafter

wedonewiththeground.

Grinder:Donemovealongyouwillgetmeonthe

thirdfloor!

Grindersaysaswemadeourwaytothefirstfloor,

it’sbodieseverywhereandyeshisdonewiththem.

WemovealongGorathecommanderandI.Tothe

secondfloorwhileSnakesjoinsGrinderonthethird

floor.Wegettherewedothesamething,Lanihas

gonewildwiththesmallofbloodallover,hisacting

exactlylikethewildanimalthatheis.Grabsand

pulls,hissharpandviolentnailsworkmagiconthe



Chinesethroats.

Nhlakanipho

Icanhearononeearbutit’sfeelslikeeveryoneis

talkingfromafar,Ihavethisringinginmyearand

myheadfeelslikeit’sgoingtoexplode.Thepainin

itIhaveneverhadsuchbefore,amdisorientedand

amnotsurewhatisgoingon,Ikeepdriftinginand

outofconsciousness.Ican’tseemtoopenmyleft

eyesomethingisblindingmeanditstings.

Yuinn:Youwanttojoinyourfriendprincesshuh.

Buhle:NoIswearshe’snotsupernaturalshe’sjust

agirlwithGodsgift.

Yuinn:It’sthatverysamegiftIwant,tellmewhere

sheis.

Buhle:Ineedtostopthebleeding,amlosingtoo

muchbloodandamfeelingdizzyandmyvisionis

gettingblurry.

Yuinn:Youbetterstarttalkingifyouwantmedical



attention.

That’swhatIcatchbeforeitgoesdarkonmyside

again,amnotreallysureofwhothepeopletalking

arebutthewomanmustbehurtifshe’slosing

blood.ButwhoissheandwhydoIfeelpain

thinkingaboutherbeinghurt.DoImaybeknowher?

TheZuluHomestead

Lindaisangrybutknowshowtocomposehimself

inanotherman’shomebuthiswifejustlostit.She

wasgoingoffatSmangelefornotbeingagoodrole

modeltoNomalanga.

Smangele:OkayMaNkosiIhaveheardabout

enoughofyourinsultswhydon’tyougointhere

andaskyourdaughterwhysheopenedherlegsfor

myson.

MaNkosi:WemarriedNomalangatoMnqobi,where

washewhenthishappened?

Smangele:Isaidgoandaskyourdaughterallthe



questionsthatyouhave,shewillgiveyouallthe

answersyouneedandleavemealonewoman

becauseIwasn’ttherewhentheydecidedtostating

dating.

MaNkosistormsofftotheroomSmangelewas

pointingat,shebargedinstartlingBabalwaand

Nomalanga.Whenshesawhermotherherfacefell

andherheartbeatingfast.

Babalwa:Wazewadelelanankuumfazi!Akwenziwa

kanjeemziniwendodawena!...(sucha

disrespectfulwoman!Youdon’tdosuchinanother

man’shouse!)

MaNkosi:Hawumewenangizeleinganiyami

la...(youjustwaitamhereformychildhere)

Babalwa:HayiNomalangaangaziufuzebani

mntanamingentloniphonokuzithobangoba

awufuzilenjentlobounyokouyadelela

lomfazi...(NomalangaIdon’tknowwhereyougot

suchrespectbecauseyouarenothinglikeyour

mother!Thiswomanisdisrespectful)

MaNkosiignoresherandgoestositonthebednext



toNomalanga.

MaNkosi:Khulumawenamanje!!(youstarttalking

now!)

Nomalanga:Maheqinisweniokwenzelile

yikithi...(motherinallhonestywhathappened

was...shetoldhermothereverythingabouther

marriagetoMnqobi,thelifeshelivedalltheseyears

untilNkanyeziandhowtheyfellinlove)hermother

lookedatherforthelongestoftimebeforeshe

spoke.

MaNkosi:Intoengiyizwileminakuyoyonkelento

yikuthiuyisalukaziesidalaesinamanyalanje.Zange

minanoyihlosikufundisekanje...(allIheardfrom

thisisthatyouareanoldwomanwhodid

somethingdisgusting,yourfatherandIdidn’traise

youthisway)

Shelefttheroomandwenttoherhusband.

MaNkosi:Hasambebabaangekenjemina

ngihlaleleloku...(letsgomyhusbandIcan’tstayfor

this)

Herhusbandstoodupshakinghisheadlookingat



Magebabeforehewentout.

Smangele:Theyaresoirritating!Wedidn’tforce

thesechildrentofallinlove.

Mageba:Likenooneforcedyoutostaywithme

whileyouwereinlovewithmybrother.

ShockovertakesSmangele’swholebody.

Smangele:What?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mageba:IknowSmangeleMakhosinitoldme.

Smangele:Lies!Ididn’tdoanything

Mageba:OkaybutwhenwegethomeIwantyou

outofmyhouse.Takethehousewebuiltfor

Nhlakaniphoandstayinitbecausehisnothome

muchanyway.

Smangele:MagebaIcanexplain

Mageba:NoneedamtiredSmangelealothas

happenedandIdon’tneedstress.

Hestoodupandlefttheroom.



Lani

Wefinallygottotheforthfloorandthecommander

tookoutthetwoguysoutsidetheboardroomand

wewentin.

Yuinn:What...(shockcoveredhisfaceashecame

facetofacewithLani.Thecommanderwasalready

kneelinginfrontofhisbrotherandgivingordersfor

theEMT’stocomeinandattendtohim.Yuinnwas

standingthereshockedandunabletomove.So

Lanimovedclosertohim)

Yuinn:No!Itcan’tbeno!Thisisnotrealyouarenot

supposedtobereal!

Hesayssweatingmovingbackwards,Icanhearhis

heartbeatingfast,hissweatcomingoutofthe

poresofhisfleshandbloodpumpingfastinhis

veins...
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Mnqobi

HisapainintheassIknowbuthisstillmybrother,

wecomefromthesamewombIcan’tjustlethim

dielikethis.Helostalotofbloodbothfromhis

kneeandheadinjury.Amnotsurehowbaditisbut

hiswholeleftsideiscoveredinbloodandthereis

movewherehisheadwaslaying.Smangeleand

Magebawouldbedevastatediftheylose

Nhlakanipho.HisMagaba’sfirstsonand

Smangele’spride.Iyellformyteamontheearpiece

tryingtofindoutwheretheEMT’sare,hispulseis

slowbutit’sstillthere.Theytellmethatthebuilding

isstillonlockdown,shit!Iforgotaboutthat.Iturnto

lookatLaniandhistakingslowstepstowardsa



tremblingYuinnwhodoesn’tseemtocomprehend

thefactthatthereisawolfinfrontofhim.The

sweatdrippingofhisforeheadistoomuchone

wouldsweartheroomisa100degreesCelsius.

GoracomesinfollowedbyGrinder,hescansthe

roombeforeherunstoBuhlelayingonthefloor,

shit!MyfocusonNhlakaniphomademeforget

abouther,she’smywife’sfriendandwouldbe

devastatedifanythingweretohappentoher.

Grinder:Status?

Mnqobi:Bad,Ineedthemedicherenow!

Grinder:Thebuildingisstillonlockdownbut

Buttonsisworkingonit.

Mnqobi:Fuckthat!Thesepeoplewilldieifwewait

anylonger.Lani!...(hesnapshisheadmyway)get

thisfuckertotakedownthebarriers!

Hewastesnotimegrowlingandlaunchinghisfront

pawonYuinn’sfacestretchinghischeekinthe

process.Hewhimperedastheypainshootsthough

him.

Mnqobi:Youbettertellushowtogetthefucking



barriersdownorhewilldomorethanjuststretch

yourface.

Hedoesn’tsayanythingbuthisshakinghishead

vigorously,amsurenotstillnotbelievingthatan

actualwolfisstandingInfrontofhim.Goragetsup

fromthefloorwhereBuhleislayingandheads

straighttoYuinnandstartpunchingandkicking.

Gora:YouthinkIhavethetimetobeplayingwith

youhuh?....(thesaidthatwithapunchthathas

Yuinnbumpinghisheadofthewall.Goratakesout

aknifeandputsitonYuinn’sthroatandslicesit,

nottoodeepbutenoughtosendamessage.Blood

startscomingoutimmediatelyonhisneckwetting

thetshirthehadon,hishandsautomaticallyflew

tohisneckholdingittostopthebloodIbelieve)

Yuinn:M..my..phone..

GoraSearcheshimwithonehandashisotherhand

washoldingaknifethathehadrightinfrontof

Yuinn’snose.Hefindsthephoneonhisback

pocketandholdsuptohim,heshakeshishead

refusingtoremovehishandsfromhisneck.Gora



roughlypullshisheadandaskedhimtoputhis

fingertounlockit.Hedoesandhedoessomething

withthephonethentalksontheearpiece.

Gora:ButtonsIjustsentyouamessageonYuinn’s

phonethecodetobringdownthebarsisonthere,

getthemdownwehavepeopledyinginhere.

IhearButtonssayhisalreadyonit,Nhlakaniphois

notlookinggoodatall,GoraisbackwithBuhle,

GrinderisoutsidetalkingtoSnakeswhileLaniis

playingwithhismeat.Hekeepsonscratchinghim

andgrowling.Idon’tknowwhyhedoesn’tjustkill

himandbeoveranddonewith.IhearButtonsyell

ontheearpiece“it’sdown!Getthemedicsinthere!”

IletoutabreathIdidn’tknowIwasholdthiswhole

time.GrinderandSnakesareoutofsightin

secondsprobablytogetthemedics.Inwhatfeels

likeforevertheybudgein,twoonNhlakaniphoand

twoonBuhle.TheyaskGoraandItomoveaside,

wedoastoldandtheystartworkingonthem.Am

justthankfultowhoevergottheguysweworkwith

onthisorelseIdon’tknowhowothermedicswould

havereactedseeingLani.Welltheyprobably



wouldn’thaveranawaytosavetheirlivesthanthe

oneswewantthemtosave.TheonesonBuhletalk

aboutherBpandlossofblood.Theoneson

Nhlakaniphoareworkingquietlyandquickly

becausetheyhavehimonthescratcherinnotime

pickinghimuponeinfrontandoneattheback.

Theyhalfjogtothedoorgoingtotheelevatorand

amrightontheirtale.Theelevatoropenswegotin,

beforeitclosedIseeGoraandtheothersgetting

intotheonenexttous.Ittakesforevertogettothe

groundfloorbutwhenwefinallydidtheelevator

pingsourarrivalandthedooropen.Myteamis

bothinandoutsideaswegotout,mysecuritydetail

comesmysidethemomenttheyseemeandtake

positions.WemovequicklyandgotNhlakaniphoin

thecarandoffwewenttothehospital.

Smangele

Ineverthoughtmyhusbandwouldwantmeoutof

myownhome,yesIhavefeelingsforhisbrother



andyesIlovehimmore.ButwhatwasIsupposed

todo?Iwaspracticallymarriedtothemanwhenhe

wasoutdoingGodknowswhat!Foryearshenever

sawmeasawife,hisbrotherwasthere,even

thoughIdidn’tgiveintohisadvancesatfirstIliked

theattentionhewasgivingme.Nomanhadever

givenmeattentionhewasthefirst,Iwasyoung,

stupidandinexperienced.ThemanIcalledmy

husbandwasneverthereforme,hewasbusywith

hispoliticalcareerwhichwentnowhere.Whentime

passedhismotherstartedcallingmenamescalling

meabarrenwomanwhocan’tdosomethingas

simpleashavingababyforherson.Saidmany

womenwouldlovetotakemyplacewhileIsit

aroundguardingmyfigure,Iusedaskmyself“amI

goingtomakemyselfpregnant”Imeanhersonwas

neverthereanditwasnosecret.Theyknewaswell

asIdidthathewasforeverawaybuttheinsults

continued.ShewouldsaymaybeifIgivehersona

childmaybehewillconsiderstayinghomeand

beingahusbandandafather.Hisbrotherwasthere

formeduringthosetimes,comfortingme,giving

mestrengthtogoon,wherewashe?Onlyheknew.



IgaveintoMakhosini’sadvancesbecauseIfellfor

hiscaring,lovingandsupportivenature.Whenwe

startedthingslookedupforme,IsmiledmoreandI

didn’tcareabouthismothersinsults.Iwasinlove,I

gavemyselftohimwholeheartedlyandhemademe

awoman.Notonlythatbutheshuthismotherup

formebymakingmeamothershowingherthatI

toowasabletohavechildren.Ilovedhimmorefor

thatbutDalisucamebackandthenitallended.He

wasangryandrude.NothinglikeMakhosini!He

alwaysdemandedthingsinsteadofaskingandI

hatedthatbecausehisbrothernevertreatedme

thatwaybutItookitallbecausehewasmy

husband.Makhosinididn’twanttoenditbutI

couldn’tgoonbecauseIwasscaredoftheshameI

wouldbringDalisuandhisfamilyespeciallymine.

HebeggedmetoleaveDalisuandbewithhim.I

rememberverywellbecauseitwasthenightDalisu

caughtus,Iwascryingbecauseihadtolethimgo

yetIlovedhimbutIcouldn’tbewithhim.Thatnight

theyfoughtandsincethentheynevergotalong,I

buriedmyfeelingsforhimandlearnttotoleratemy

husbandbutIcouldn’tbringmyselftolovehimasI



didhisbrother.WhenIfoundoutaboutNomalanga

andNkanyeziIgotangry,madbutnotreallyather

butatmyselffornothavingthecouragetodowhat

shedidallthoseyearsago.Ialwayssaw

Nomalangaasweakbutwhenshedidthatshe

showedmethatIwastheweakoneandIhatedthat.

IhatedherforshowingmehowweakIwasfornot

fightingformyloveandhappiness.IthoughtI

wouldfollowherfootstepsanddowhatshedid,but

myloverejectedmeandtoldmehedoesn’tloveme

anymore.Iwashurt,brokenandhatedMnqobi

becausehisthereminderofalovethatcannever

be.AndnowDalisucomestomealmightytelling

metoleavemyhome,hemustbeoutofhismind.

Amnotleavingmyhouse,notafterIgavehimtwo

children,afterisacrificedmyhappinessforhisand

certainlynotafteralltheinsultsIenduredfromhis

mother.Thisoldhagwhorefusestodieaswell,am

surehersinsarekeepinghertrappedhereeating

awayatherbecauseofallthetearsshemademe

cry.Thensheactsallholierthanthounxhypocrite!

Ifhewantstoleavethehouseohbyallmeanshe

should,thatwillspearmehavingtolookandshare



abedwithhimanylonger!Iwillleavethathousein

abodybagfeetfirstbutnotwhileIstillbreath.

Pleaseshare
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Mnqobi

“Whathappened?”IturnedaroundwhenIheardmy

wife’svoice,shewascomingdownthehospital

corridorwithafacethatheldpanicandworry.As

soonasIturnedandshesawthebloodonmy

clothingandshefroze.Iknowhermindisalready

workingovertimetryingtofigureoutwhat

happened.SoIwalkedovertohersincesheseems



tohavefrozen,whenigottoherItookherinmy

arms.“God!Imissedher”themomentourbodies

connectedtoeachotherwarmthspreadthroughmy

wholebody,worryaboutNhlakaniphovanished

replacedmytheloveIhaveforthiswoman.Some

howshemakesmyworldbrighter,iwascoldand

lostwithouthernearmeasIalwaysamwhenever

she’snotaround.Shewasmadeforme“amokay

babyit’snotmyblood”Ifeltherbodyrelaxagainst

meandlaidherheadproperlyagainstmychest.

Nokukhanya:IcameassoonasIcould

Mnqobi:Iknowyoudidmylove

Nokukhanya:Anynewsonthem?

Mnqobi:NotasyetbutIbelievetheywillbeokay.

Nokukhanya:Nodoubtaboutthat,howareyou

feeling?

Mnqobi:Completenowthatyouarehere,please

holdmeagainmylove,Ineedtofeelyoucloseto

me.

Shedidn’tneedtobetoldtwiceasshetookmein



herarmsandheldmeclose.Iputmyheadonthe

curveofherneckburyingitthereandinhaledher

scent.Shesmellsgoodandfeelcalm.Ipulledher

evencloserwantingtobeonewithher,feelinglike

she’snotcloseenough.Ilovehersomuchthat

beingthisclosetohermakesmewanttodomore

thanjustholdher.Ineedtofeelherandmakeher

minecompletely,thethoughtofmakinghermine

hardensmymemberandsheshivers.IlikethatI

havethesameeffectonherasshedoesonme.

Nokukhanya:Gettingexcitedarewe?

Mnqobi:It’sbeenagessinceI’ddoneitandnowI

wantnothingmorethantohavemeburieddeep

insideyou.

Nokukhanya:Youtheonewhowantedtowaittill

afterthewhiteweddingso?

IknowwhatIsaidandIthoughtIcouldwaitlonger

butIcan’t,amtenseandIneedher.

Nokukhanya:HowwasBuhlewhenshecamein?

Mnqobi:AmsadtosaythatIdon’tknow,the

momentwegottothemIwentforNhlakaniphoand



Goratookcareofher.Amsorry.

Nokukhanya:Youdon’thavetoapologize,amglad

thatsomeonewasthereforher.

BeforeIcouldanswerthedoctorcomesourways

andweturntogivehimattention.

Dr:NhlakaniphoZulu?

Mnqobi:Amhisbrother,howishe?

Dr:WellMrZuluyourBrotherwasverylucky,the

bulletonlygrazedthesideofhisheadnotmuch

damagetherebuthesufferedaconcussion.Hewill

recoverthoughbutwillhaveaproblemwith

dizzinessandheadachesforawhile.Wellinsome

casesthesesymptomsdon’tfullygoawaythey

comeandgo.

Mnqobi:Thankyoudoctor

Nokukhanya:Howhethewomanhecameinwith?

Dr:BuhleJali?

Nokukhanya:YesDoctor

Dr:AmafraidIcan’ttellyouthatmamamonly



allowtotellherfamily.

Nokukhanya:Amherfamilydoctorhersister.

Dr:Oh,Ididn’tknowforgivemeMsJaliyoursister

wasshot3times,twiceherrightfootandonher

thigh,althoughtheyarefleshwoundsMsJalialso

lostalotofblood,wedidhoweverdoablood

transfusionandseemstoberecoveringwell.

Nokukhanya:Thankyoudr

Dr:Youcangoseethembutonlyforafewminutes

becausetheyarestillasleepfromthemedication

theyweregiven.

Mnqobi:Wewilldojustthatthankyou

Thedoctorswalkedawayanditurnedtolookatmy

wifewithasmileonmyface.Shejusttoldherfirst

lieandshe’snotevenawareofit.

Mnqobi:Sonowyoucanliehuhbaby?

Shelooksflushedbeforesheanswersme

Nokukhanya:ItwasjustawhileliebabyIneededto

knowhowBuhleisdoing.



Mnqobi:Iknowbutdon’tlieagainbecausemywife

isinnocentanddoesn’ttelllies.

Nokukhanya:Notevenalittle?

Mnqobi:NoorelseamcuttingSageofyourlistof

peopleseeortalktothiswholeweek.

Nokukhanya:OkaythenIwon’tlie

She’ssoinnocent!MakesmefeellikeIdon’t

deserveher,she’stoogoodformeandyetshe

choseme,akillerandaheadlessmanbutshe

choseme.LikenowIshouldwegoingcrazyover

whathappenedtomybotherandIdidthatsinceI

gotherebutthemomentmyeyesfoundhersI

forgotaboutmyreasonforbeinghere.That’sthe

effectshehasonme,makesmeforgethowbad

andheartlessIam.

Nokukhanya:Letsgoseethemsothatwecango

andyoucangetchanged.

Mnqobi:Letsgothen.

Nokukhanya:Iloveyou,doyounowthat?

Ilookedathersweetly,itfillsmewithwarmtheach



timeshesaysthosewords.Sheremindsme

everydaywithoutfailhowmuchshelovesmeand

eachtimetheverysamewarmthIfeelnowspreads

throughmybody.Itnevergetsoldandherlovefor

mesoextraordinary,sopureandraw.

Mnqobi:Iloveyoubettermylove.

Shesmilessweetlyandintertwineherhandinmine

andwewalktothewards.

Narrated

TheeveningwhenSmangeleandMagebagothome

Dalisuwasexpectinghertopackherthingsandgo

likehehadaskedhertoo.ButSmangelehasher

ownplans,whenshegothomesheopenedabottle

ofwineandpouredherselfaglassandsatonthe

hightchairenjoyingit.Magebacomesinandsees

hersittingthere.

“IthoughtItoldyoutoleaveoncewegothere”he

pointedoutandSmangelejustglancedhisway



thenbackatherwineandcontinueddrinking.

Mageba:Forapersonwhoisinthewrongyousure

actlikeyoudon’tcare.

Smangele:WhatexactlyshouldIcareabout?

Magebalookedatherandforthefirsttimehe

actuallysawSmangeleforwhoshewasafterallhe

didtoher.Whenhelookedatherhedidn’tseethe

youngwomanwhowasfulloflifeandenjoyedthe

simplestthingsinlife.Hetriedtothinkbacktosee

ifhecanfindthatverysamegirlbutshewasnot

thereandherealizedthatthesparkinhereyeshas

goneandherealizedthatheneversawthatspark

sincethedayheraffairwithhisbrotherwas

discovered.Feelingsorpainandregretfilledhis

eyesasherealizedthattheonlytimehesawthat

sparkagainwaswhenNhlakaniphowasbornthen

againwhenNkanyeziwasborn.Itbecameclearto

himthatSmangelewasstillhurt,notonlybyhim

notbeingtherebutalsoabouttheinsultshis

mother(gogo)gaveher.Hewalkedclosertoher

andsattherenexttoherandlookedtowardsthe

fridge.



Dalisu:Smangeleamsorry....(shequicklysnapped

herheadandlookedathim.)amreallysorry

SmangeleInowrealizehowangryyouhavebeen

alltheseyears.Amsorryfornotbeingahusbandto

youfromthestartandamsorryformymother’s

behaviortowardsyou.WhenIcamebackhomethe

fightwithmybrotherhappenedandmyangermade

meforgettoaskyouforforgivenessforeverything

thatyouhadtogothroughinourfirstyearsof

marriage.YouwereYoungandInevertreatedyou

rightandforthatamsorry.Ittookmeyearsto

realizeitbutnowIdo,youhavebeenangryatme

alltheseyearsandneversaidanything.AmsorryI

didn’trealizeitsoonerpleaseforgiveme.

BynowSmangelewascrying,shewaitedyearsfor

Dalisutoapologize,yessheunderstoodwhatshe

haddonetohimbutshealsoapologizeandexpect

forhimtoapologizetooforeverythingincludinghis

motherbuttheyneverdid.Shestoodupandleft

himtheregoingtothespareroom.
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Amonthlater

Nkanyezi

Myboyisamontholdnowandhelookssomuch

likeme.IlovehimsomuchthatIwoulddoanything

forhimandhismother.Butfornowamstill

restricted,Iwanttomarrymysunlightbuther

familywon’thearofit.Magebasaidsince

NomalangaisalreadyaZuluallwecandoisa

ceremonytolettheancestorsknowthatshe’snow

mineandalsointroduceNkosenyeasmysonand

askthemforhisprotection.Wearedoingthatthis



comingweekendandafterthatamengagingmy

sunlightthenawhiteweddingwillfollow.Another

thing,todayisMnqobi’sweddingdayweareatthe

churchandhisanervouswreck.Idon’tgetit

thoughbuthesaysIwillfeelwhathisfeelingonmy

weddingday.AmhisbestmanandNhlakaniphois

agroomsman.Weareinmaroon3piecesuitswith

whiteshirtsandbackshoes.Thethemeismaroon,

white,blackandgold.Everyoneisnowsittingand

waitingforthebride.

Mnqobi:Whyisshenotcoming?Whatifshe

changedhermind?

Nhlakanipho:OhLordno!Ifamgoingtobelikethis

thedayIgetmarriedthenImightaswellstartwith

thesigningincourttomakesureshe’smineand

hasnochanceatescapingthendothiswhite

weddingthing.

Mnqobi:Soyouthinkshemightnotcome?(he

askedlookingworriedwithafacethatlookedlike

bloodhadbeendrainedfromit)

Nkanyezi:YounothelpingNhlakanipho



Nhlakanipho:What?It’struebutshewillcome

brotherdon’tworry.Look...(wealllookatthe

entranceasthedooropened,Buhlewalkedin

lookingbeautifulinhermaroondress,followedby

theguywearingamaroonwomen’ssuitandhills.I

nudgeNhlakaniphowho’sclosertomeand

whispered)

Nkanyezi:Whyisthereaguyhereinwomen’s

clothes?

Nhlakanipho:That’soneofherbestfriendshisgay.

Nkanyezi:Fuckme!Ithoughthewasawomanuntil

hegotcloser.

Mnqobi:Ssshshe’sabouttocome...(hesayswitha

smileonhisfacelikehewasn’tsweatingaminute

ago.NhlakaniphoandIchuckle)

Thesongstartsandwelookattheentranceagain.

Mnqobi

Wegottothevenuejustontimebuthadtowaitfor



about30minutesbeforewecouldgoinbecause

theysaidtheyhaven’tleftthehouseyet.They

calledandsaidtheywereclosewecouldgoinand

wedid.Onlytowaitanother15minutesatthealter

withmybrothersandnosignofthebride.People

werestartingtowhisperandIwasstartingtosweat,

Nhlakanipho’scommentsnothelpingatallwhile

Nkanyezitryingtocalmmedownbutitdidn’twork

untilmusicplayedandthegirlswalkeddownthe

isleBuhlefollowedbyawomanlylookingSageina

suitawoman’ssuithelookedgoodthough,their

arrivalgavemehopethatshewascoming.Assoon

astheyhavesettlednicelyonmyleftsidemusic

startedandthedoorsopenedoncemorerevealing

mybride.Icouldn’thelpthetearsthatcameoutof

myeyes,shelookedbreathtakinginherdress,she

hadaveiloncoveringherfacelikeapurewoman

thatsheis.Herfatherbyherside,nowthisisher

realfatherthemanwho’sbeenthereforherthrough

thickandthin.Todayhegetstobehonoredassuch

andwalkinghisdaughterdowntheislehehands

herovertomeandshakesmyhand.



Lani:Youknowwhattodocommander.

Mnqobi:Yessir

Henodsandgoestosettledownnexttohiswife

who’sbeencryingsinceherdaughtercamein.

“Women!”Itakeherhandsintomineandweface

eachother.

Preacher:Dearlybeloved,wearegatheredhereto

jointhismanandthiswomaninholymatrimony.

Beforewebeginlet’smeaskwhogivesthiswoman

tothisman.(hermotherandfatherstoodupand

answered)

Them:Wedo

Preacher:Whogivesthismantothiswoman?

(Mageba,Smangeleandmyfatherallstandupand

answered)

Them:Wedo(Ismilewithpridelookingatthemlike

this,Unitedsomehow,Idon’tknowwhathappened

betweenthembuttheynowlookcloserthanbefore

andSmangelehassomewhatbeenmorelikea

mothertomethanaburden)



Preacher:Verywellthen,beforeweproceedtothe

vowsisthereanyonehereknowofanyreasonwhy

thesetwocan’tbejoinedtogether?Speaknowor

foreverholdyourpeace.(silencefilledtheroomas

thepastorlookedaround.Ididn’ttakemyeyeoff

mywife)

Preacher:Right!Thebrideandgroomhave

preparedtheirwonvowsandIwillstartwithyou

Mnqobi(ItookadeepbreathbeforeIbegan)

Mnqobi:Totheheartthatyearnedlove,Asoul

emptyandhallowed,aheartascoldasice,mindas

darkasthatofthedevilandabodycoldyearning

warmthandcomfort.ThisiswhoIwasbeforeyou

mylove,myheartwasdarkandityearnedloveof

courseIdidn’tknowthatuntilyoucamealongand

gavemethatloveeversoeffortlessly!Ibelievedmy

soulwouldforeverremindhallowedbutwhenyou

camealongyoufilledthevoidandemptinessI

alwaysfeltandIwascomplete.Youchangedmy

darkmindandfilleditwithcolorthatIneverknew

existed.ThroughyoumyloveIwasbornagainand

madewhole.Yourtouchalonebringswarmthinto



mycoldbodyandwhenyouarefarfrommeIfeel

coldandlost.ButtodayIpledgemyeverythingto

youandonlyaskthatyounotletmefall.Iloveyou

somuchMaLuthuliwithallthatIam.

Preacher:Wowneverinmy8yearsofmarrying

peopleoffhaveIheardsuchvows,theyare

powerfulandheartfelt.AnywayNokukhanyait’s

yourturnnow.

Nokukhanya:IneverthoughtthatIwouldbehere

today,Iremember9yearsagowhenallIknewwas

goneinamatterofminutes.LifeasIknewitwas

takenfrommebutthroughaeveryspecialpersonin

mylifeamheretodayhappyandinlove.BeforeI

saymyvowstoyoumyloveIwouldliketosaymy

vowstomyfirstlove“(whenshesaidthatmyheart

sank,howcouldshe?IthoughtIwasherfirstlove,

myfacehardenbutIkeptcomposure)

Nokukhanya:Dad..(didshe..?OfGodamsostupid!

She’stalkingaboutherfather,GoddamnitIalmost

lostit!)

Nokukhanya:Theysayhero’sexistinmoviesbut



that’snottruebecauseyoubecamemyherofrom

thedayyousavedmeandeverydayafterthat.They

sayangelshavewingsandresideinheavenbut

theyarewrongbecausemineishereonearthand

lookaftermeeverydaywithoutfail.Iknowthatyou

arenottrulyhappythatIamnowgoingtoleaveyou

behindbutIloveyoufortrustingmeandeverything

youtaughtmeenoughtoletmegoandbuildmy

ownhome.Thankyousomuchdaddy.(herfather

getsupandhugshertightthenkissedherforehead

thenturnedbackandtookhisseat.)

Nokukhanya:FirstlyIwouldlikeapologizetoyou

Mgazifortakingthismomentthatwassupposedto

beyoursandmadeyoushareitwithmyfather.ButI

hopeyouunderstandasthiswillbethelasttime

yousharemewithanyoneuntilwehavekids(I

chuckledatthat,Ican’twaittocatertoallher

cravings)Mageba!Zulukamalandelangokulandela

inkomozamanyeamadoda,Zuluomnyamaodlela

ezimhlaphe,wenakaPhunganoMageba,Wena

kaMjokwanekaNdaba,wenaweNkayishanaka

Menzi,eyaphuzaumlazangemeva,SthuliskaNdaba,



SthuliskaNkombane,wenakaNogwajaomuhle

ngomlenze,wenakaMbambelaShoba,Ndabezitha!!

(she’ssaidandthesmileonmyfaceispriceless,I

haveneverinmylifeheardsomeonepraisemelike

thisinfactnobodyhasandmydearwifeisthefirst.

Shecalledmyclannameswithprideandabig

smileonherfacecharmingherhusbandand

sweepsmeoffmyfeet.IfeellikeaproudZuluman

rightnow.Theholulilatinghasn’tstopped,

SmangeleandBabalwaareontheirfeetgoingup

anddownholulilating.Mageba,Muz’uvukileand

MakhosiniaredancingbayagiyangesiZulu,the

sightbeforemeIcan’tdescribeandit’sallbecause

ofmywife,thisrighthereshowsmethatIwill

alwaysandforeverberespectedandappreciated

bymywife.Eventuallythechaosdiesdown

allowingmywifetocontinuebutwhatevershesays

won’ttopwhatshedidjustnow.)

Nokukhanya:IgivemyheartandsoultoyouMgazi,

youaremyfirsteverythingandIhopeallthatIwill

learnfromyouwillnotonlystrengthenourmarriage

butwillhelpmegrowintoabetterwomanandwife



foryou.YoucompletemeMagebaandIcannotask

forabettermantobemyhusbandthanyou.Thank

youforchoosingme,Iloveyou.

Preacher:IdidsaythatIhaveneverinmy

experienceorseensomethinglikethis.Thelove

thesepeopleshareisnotforcedit’spureandIpray

toGodnothingcomesbetweenyoumychildren.

Yourkindofloveisonethatistobekeptcleanand

pureasmountainwaters.NowIwillnottalkmore

mayIhavetherings(hewasgiventheringshe

blessedthemthengaveMnqobihis)

Preacher:Iwon’tsayrepeataftermebecauseI

don’twantyoutosayyourepeatedaftermewhen

thingsdon’tgowell.Iwantyoutobeabletotake

responsibilityofthevowsyoumake,nowhereis

herringsayyouvowstoherandgiveittoher.

Mnqobi:NokukhanyaPortiaLuthuliwiththisringI

committoyou,thisisasymbolofnotonlymy

commitmenttoyoubutmyheartInamaterialistic

manner,megivingittoyoutokeepitsafesothat

eachtimeyoulookatityouknowyouhavemy

heart.InthislifetothenextIloveyou.



Nokukhanya:WiththisringItakeyouMnqobiZulu

tobemyhusband,mycompanion,thisringisa

symbolofmyloveforyou.Iloveyou.

Preacher:Thereisnothingmoretosay,Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwifeyoumaykissyour

bride.

Iopenedthevailandkissedmywife.
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Nokukhanya

AmsittingatthereceptionwatchingSagerollher



eyesatpeoplemakingspeechesandgivingus

advice.She’sbeendrinkingwaytoomuchbecause

shesaidshe’sratherbekakdrunkthanlistento

hypocritesmakingthemselveslookbetterwhile

givingadvicestheydon’tevenfollowthemselves.

It’struethoughlikemymotherinlawtellingmethat

awifeneedstoalwaysobeythehusbandandwear

adoekonherheadyetIhaveneverseenoneonher

head,herdressesarenotevenlonglikeshesaid

mineshouldbe,hersgorightbelowherkneesthat’s

it.Sittingherelookingaroundthinkingabouthow

happyIamthatamheretoday.Mygrandmawas

rightwhenshesaidmyjourneywillbeadifficult

onebuttherewillbehappinesstoo.Ididn’tbelieve

herthenbutaftermeetingmydad,myfriendsand

myhusbandIknewshewasright.Myeyeswonder

aroundlookingatthepeopleherecelebratingthis

daywithus,myeyeslandonmydad,hislookingat

metoowithaproudsmileonhisface,Ireturnedthe

smileandmyminddartedbacktothemomentin

mydressingroom.Ihadjustfinishedgettingready

andmybridesmaidsjustleft.Iwasbusyfussing

aboutmylooksonthemirrortoevennoticemydad



hadarrived.

Flashback

Portia:Ohdaddyyouhere

Hedidn’tsayanythingjustlookedatme,hiseyes

wereglassyandred.Ihandneverseemmydadlike

that,soIwalkedclosertohim.

Portia:Daddywhat’swrong?

Lani:Ohnothingbaby

Portia:Youcan’tbelookinglikethatandstillsayit’s

nothingdaddy.

Hesighs

Lani:AmbeingstupidbutIjustfeellikeamlosing

mybabygirl.

Myheart-achedatthat,myrealfathercouldn’twait

togetawayfrommefastenoughyetthismanright

here,amanthatpickedmeuponthesideofthe

roadanddustedmeoffthenmademehisisinthe



vergeoftearsbecauseamleavinghomeand

gettingmarried.Ileanedovertohimandgavehim

kissesonbothhischeeks.

Portia:WorrynotdaddyAmalwaysgonnabeyour

littlegirlevenwhenIhavemyownkidsbutwhenI

comehometoyoudaddyIwanttobetreatedlikea

littlegirl.NoreminderofhowoldIamormebeing

marriedwithkids.

Helaughedalittle

Lani:It’sadealprincess

Portia:Thankyoudaddy,Iloveyou.

Lani:Iloveyoutoosweetheart

Portia:Doesn’tmyweddinggownlookprettydaddy?

Helookedatmeandshedafewdropsoftears

Portia:Daddydon’tcrynowyouwillmakemecry

too.

Lani:It’sjustthatyoulookbreathtakingmybaby.

Portia:Thankyoudaddy,let’sgonow,walkme

downtheisleit’sjustabouttime.



Hesmiledatmehookhisarmwithmineandwe

walkedout.

Endflashback

NowlookingathimlikethisIcanseehowtruly

happyheisforme.

Mnqobi:Areyoualrightmylove?

Portia:Yesbabyamfinejustalittletired.

Mnqobi:Ithinkweshouldleavenow.

Portia:Alright,Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,where

didthepresscomefrom?

Mnqobi:Nkanyeziinvitedthemandtheysaidthe

weddingwaslive.

Portia:Ohmywhy?

Mnqobi:ApparentlygettingmarriedtooneofSouth

Africaeligiblebachelorsisbignewstothesepeople.

Portia:Isitnow?

Mnqobi:Yesbaby



Hesaidandwinksatmethenstooduptoget

peoplesattention.

Mnqobi:Goodeveningeveryone,thankyouallfor

beingheretodaytocelebratewithus,yoursupport

ismuchappreciatedbutmybeautifulwifeandI

wouldliketoleavenow.It’sbeenalongand

beautifuldaybutwehaveanearlyflightandwould

likesomerest.Thoseofyouwhostillwanttoparty

pleasefeelfreetodoso.Thankyou.

Peopleapplaudedandhetookmyhandandlead

meoutofthebuilding.Ourcarwaswaitingoutfront

foruswithadriver,heopenedthedoorsforusand

wegotin.Hewenttothedriver’ssideanddroveoff.

Mnqobi:MrsNokukhanyaPortiaSbahleZulumy

beautifulwifeIloveyousomuch.

Iblushedathiscomment,IwasnamedSbahleat

hishomeandIlovethename.AuntBabalwagaveit

tomemuchtomymotherinlawsdisapproval.

Portia:MrMnqobimyhusbandZuluIloveyoujust

asmuch.

Heleanedinandkissedme.Wearedrivinghome



andflyingtoParisforourhoneymooninthe

morning.

Homeforthedisabled

Itwastvtimeandallthepatientswholivedinthe

homeweresittinginthebigloungewithabigflat

screentvinfrontofthemwhenoneoftheworker

changedthestationtoacelebritygossipchannel

whereNokukhanyaandMnqobi’sweddingwas

beingplayed.Zwelethuwasamongthepatienthe

heardthepresenterspeakofthemostbeautiful

weddingofNokukhanyaLuthuliandMnqobiZulu.

Helookedatthescreenandsawhisdaughterbeing

walkeddowntheislebyKhangelani.

Nurse:Thisgirlisreallybeautifulhey,ifIwasas

halfasbeautifulandhumbleassheisIwouldbe

content.

Nurse2:Don’tevenmentionthat,didyouseethe

husband?YhoothatmanisaGodItellyou.He

doesn’tsmile,neverinallthenewspapersand



magazinesIhaveseenonhisneverhadasmilebut

lookathimsmilinglookingathisbridewalking

towardshim.

Cleanerwhowasalsowatchingstoppedmopping

andlookedatthetv.

Cleaner:Heeeyouknownothing!Iheardthather

fatherneverwantedherforsomereasonandkilled

hermother.

Nurse:Youlie!

Cleaner:It’strue,theladynextdoortomesaidshe

knewherfathertheyusedtoliveonthesamestreet

inPietermaritzburg.

Nurse2:Whatkindofanimaldoesthat?Without

knowingheryoucanseethatgirlishumble.Her

fatherisjustevilnjenx

Cleaner:Youknownothingwena!Theysaynowhe

losteverythingandisgoingcrazyinamental

institution!

Nurse:IwishIwasanurseatthatmentalinstitution

Iwasgoingtogetmyselfassignedtohimandkill



himinhissleep.Nochilddeserveswhathedidrhaa!

Cleaner:Yinja!Loyababa...(thatmanisadog!)

Zwelethulistenedasthenursesandthecleaner

wentonandonaboutwhatadogheis.Hismind

driftedofftoNokukhanyawhenshecameforher

lobolanegotiations,howshecriedaskinghimwhat

she’sdoneforhimtreatherthatway.He

rememberedhiswordstoher“becauseInever

wantedyou,Iwantedasonbutyourmothergave

meyou.ThatdayIwasgoingtoaskyourmotherfor

adivorcebuttheopportunitypresenteditselfandI

tookit.Youareofnousetomeneverwas.”He

shookhisheadtryingtoshakethememoriesoff.

Butitwaslikesomeonepressedabuttonandallof

themwerecomingbacktohim.Tearsflewdownhis

facebutdidn’tbotherwipingthem.Hespokeinhis

mind“Ireallywasahorriblefathertomyonly

daughter,myfirstborn,achildthatshowedmethat

Icanhavechildrentoo,achildthatbroughtnothing

butgoodlucktomesincethedayshewasborn.

ShedidnothingyetIcondemnedherandresented

hermother.OhThembelihle!Mybeautifulwifethe



onlyoneIevertrulyloved,Iwasblindedbythe

money,thebeautifulwomenthatcamewithitand

mybigego.Itookyouforgrantedandgotyoukilled.

God!WhatkindofpersonamI?Evenafterthatand

losingeverythingIstillsawnothingwrongwithmy

actions,ittookmebeingparalyzedandmuteto

realizejusthowmuchofdevilIhavebeen.Nowam

wishingfornothingmorethantoseeyouonelast

timetoapologizetoyoutrulyandourdaughter.The

sonIalwayswantedwantsnothingtodowithme,

evenwhenItexthimhedoesn’treply,heonly

repliedonceandtoldmetostoptextinghim

becausepeoplemightfindoutaboutmycondition

andlaughathimforhavingafatherlikeme.Ithurt

toreadsuchwordscomingfromhim.AchildIgave

nothingbutloveanddevotionto.IfonlyIwasn’t

suchafoolIwouldn’thavelostthismuch”

Hesattherecryingandthinkingofeverythinghe’d

donewrongandlookingathisdaughter’swedding

andwishinghe’ddonethingsdifferently.



Pleaseshare

#MaMoloi

[07/25,17:14]Tate:TheLight

Insert78

Portia

NeverinmylifedidIeverimagineI’devercometo

Paristhecityoflove,IhadmanydreamsbutParis

wasnotoneofthem.NotthatIdidwanttovisitit

butIknewthatIcanneverafforditsoIpusheditto

thebackofmymind.Wehavejustlandedatthe

airport,wetravelledwiththejetandinthemost

luxuriouscomfort.Thecarwasalreadywaitingfor

uswhenwearrivedMnqobispoketothemenand

letthemknowtostayclosebutinvisiblethewhole

time.Theynoddedandgotintothecarswhilewe

usedalimo,itdroveustothehotel,wegotinand



wenttogetthekeysthentoourroom.Itwasreally

beautiful,itwassituatedinthecenterofthecity

andgivesthemostbeautifulviewofParis.

Portia:Amgoingtoshower

Mnqobi:OkaybabyIhaveafewcallstomakethen

amallyours.

Iwalkeduptohimandgavehimaperkonthelips

thenturnedandwalkedtothebathroom.Itooka

showerandwhenthewarmwaterhitmybodyIfelt

mymusclesrelax.Theexhaustionfromthe

weddingplanningandtheweddingitselfiscatching

upwithmenow.AfterIexitedtheshowerMnqobi

wasstillonacallstandingonthebalconylooking

attheviewofthecity.Iwenttomybagsonlytofind

sexylangeres,nightdressesandeveninggowns.

NothingcasualIsighknowingverywellthatBuhle

andSagehadalottodowithmywardrobe.Itook

thesexyblacklangereandputiton,itlookedreally

goodonme,Ifeltasetofarmscirclingmywaist

AndInewtheybelongtomyhusband.Hedidn’tsay

anythingbutheardhimbreathingheavilydownmy

necknibblingonmyearlobe.Iturnedaroundtolook



athim,heletgoofmeandtookastepback.Isaw

hiseyesdarkenandhishandsformingfistsand

lettinggoonhissides.Ihaveneverseenthislook

onhimandsomehowitmakesmybodyhot.

Mnqobi:Fuck!...(hecursesunderhisbreathand

takesslowstridestowardsme,hiseyesburningmy

body,hegetstomeandhiseyesroamaroundmy

bodythensettleonmine)

Mnqobi:Whatareyoudoingtomebaby?

Portia:I..I...(whyamIstuttering?Itriedagaintotalk

butmymouthfeelsdryallofasuddenandIcan’t

seemtoformwordstorespond.Whilestillinmy

predicamenthepullsmeclosertohimbymywaist

sothatmybodyispressedagainsthis.Hisdone

thisalotoftimesbuttodayitfeelsdifferenthis

touchisdifferent,hiseyesaredarkandhisgazeis

heatingupmybodyinawayit’sneverdonebefore.

Somehowmakesmeshythatamfeelingthisway,

amlookingdownplayingwithmyfingerstrying

hardtohidemyembarrassment.Heputstwo

fingersundermychinandbringsmyfaceuptolook

athim,oureyeslockandhelowerhisheadtokiss



me,Mnqobiistallandtowersoverme.Hebrushes

lipsovermineandmybreathhitchesandIforgetto

breath)

Mnqobi:Breathbaby...(slowlyIstartbreathingbut

beforeIcancalmmynervesdownhislipsareback

onminekissingme,thereisnothingsensualabout

thiskiss,thiskissishurriedandhungryalmost

forcefulbutIlikeit)

Mnqobi:Iwantyoudobad...(beforeIcansay

anythinghisbacktokissingmeand...Removed

Brice

Bricewasbusyinhisofficesortingoutthefinances

oftheCorsicangang,Bricewastheleaderofthe

Corsicangangwithhistwocousins.Hewasbusy

sortingoutthefinancesofBelladonnawhenhis

cousinMartinbudgedin.

Brice:Doyoueverknock

Martin:Sometimes



BriceansweredhimwithadangerousglareMartin

putuphishandsinsurrender.

Brice:Whatdoyouwant?

Heaskedhiscousingettingupfromhisdeskgoing

topourhimselfaglassofwhiskey.

Martin:ThecommanderoftheForceishere.

Bricesnappedhisheadlookingathim.

Brice:ThecommanderoftheForceasintheSouth

AfricanForce?

Martin:NotunlessyouknowanotherForce.

Bricedownedthecontentsofhisglassandpoured

another.It’snosecretthattheForceisthemost

dangerousbutwhatcouldtheircommanderbe

doinginParis?EveryoneknowsthatParisisthe

Corsicansterritorysowhatcouldhebedoingthere

withoutsayinganythingtothem.

Brice:Whatcouldhebedoinghere?

Martin:Idon’tknow.

Brice:Didyouseehim?



Martin:Nobutoneofourguyssawhimatthe

airportwithawoman,IwentandIsawhisbigass

jetandthenIdidsomediggingandfoundouthis

stayingatahotelcenterofthecity.

Brice:MmmtellLucustotightensecurityonallour

valuablesandhaveotherguyskeepandeyeonthe

commander.

Martin:Isthatnecessary?

Brice:Wedon’tknowwhyhishereyoumoron!Of

courseit’snecessarynotunlessyouwanttorelax

withthemanwhocankillusrightnextdoor!

SnappedBrice.

Martin:Iknowman,wehavetobeready.

Brice:Yetyoustillhere

Martinturnedaroundandleftgoingtodoastold.

LeavingBricewonderingwhatthecommanderwas

doinginParis,itwasnosecretwhathedidtoChina

anditwasnosecreteitherthatYuinnwasmissing.

Bricedidn’twanttotakechances.



Homeforthedisabled

Somehowthenursesatthehomefindoutabout

ZwelethubeingNokukhanya’sfatherandsincethen

Zwelethuknewnopeace.Theywouldbeathimbut

notenoughtomakethedoctorssuspendedfoul

play,theywoulddeprivehimoffoodfordaysthen

givehimwhenthedoctorscometocheckonthem

onceaweek.Theywouldn’tbathhimuntilthe

Wednesdaywhenthedoctorscome.Todaywas

Wednesdayandthedoctorswerecoming.Oneof

thenursescameinandimmediatelycoveredher

nose,Zwelibanzihadmessedhimselfashehadno

onetohelphimtothebathroomfordaysnow.He

peedandpoopedonhimself.Hisdignitywasgone

andwasinthemercyofthesepeople.Whatmadeit

worsewasthathecouldn’ttalkandtellthedoctors

whatwasgoingon.

Nurse:Youaresouseless!Siescouldn’tyoueven

gotothebathroombyyourselfhuh?Mighty

ZwelethuLuthulinowcan’tevengotothetoiletto

takeashitbyhimself!Howsweet!



Zwelethuwascryingthiswholetime,hesmelled

terribly,thenursepushedhimtothebathroomwith

hiswheelchair.Shefilledthebathwithcoldwater

andaddedsoapthenpushedZwelethuinfully

clothed.Hegaspedfallingintothewater

suffocatingashestruggledpushingupwithhis

handtositproperly.Thenursewatchedhim

struggleforawhilethenhelpedhimup,hegasped

forairassoonashisheadwasoutofthewater.

Nurse:YouthinkIwillletyoudiesoeasy?Well

thinkagain,cleanyourselfIwillbeback!

Heleft,leavingZwelethucryingandprayinginhis

head.“DearLord,Ihavedonealotofthingsinmy

lifeandIprobablydeservewhatishappeningtome

butpleaseletmedieinsteadofthisshame.Thisis

notlifeforanyonetolive.Pleasejusttakeme.”He

criedpainfullycleaninghimselfthestenchwastoo

muchevenforhimbuthecontinuedcleaning

himselfwhilecrying.
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Portia

Thefollowingdaywepreparedandwentsiteseeing,

Parisismagical,itreallyisabeautifulcitynodoubt,

Mnqobisaidhehadasurpriseformeafterlunch

andIcan’twaittofindoutwhatitis.Wejustsettle

onourtableatarestaurantcalledBelladonna

meaningbeautifulwoman.AndindeedifPariswas

apersonitwouldbeabeautifulwoman.The

restaurantisclassyandbeautiful.Amwearingone

ofthedressesmyfriendspackedformeand

Mnqobiisinasuitasusualhelooksgoodonitlike

suitsweremadejustforhim.Butsomethingisnot

rightsomehowaboutthisrestaurant,ithadalotof



handsomemeninsuits,whenwecameinthere

wereabout6ofthemsittingonatablenotfarfrom

usbutassoonaswewalkedintheireyeswereon

us.Oneofthemlefttherestaurantforawhilethen

camebackandwenttohistable.Fewminuteslater

moremenissuitscameinandtheguestsstarted

leavingonebyone.BeforeIcouldaskMnqobi

aboutit3beautifulwomengameinlaughingloudly.

Mnqobi:Areyouokaylove?

Portia:Amperfectlyfinebut...(beforeIcouldfinish

aminterruptedbyasqueakyvoiceandhillshitting

thefloorinahurry.Whilestilltryingtofigureout

whatisgoingononeofthewomenfromearlier

comesrushingtoourtableandMnqobistandsup)

Woman:OhmyGod!Mnqobiyouhere!Youreally

here!

Shehugshimtightwhilesquealinglikeapig.He

pushedheroffhimgentlybutshegoesandkisses

him.Hisshockedbutquicklyrecoversandpushher.

AtthatmomentIclearmythroat,theybothlookat

meMnqobihasanapologeticlookonhisface.



Woman:Ohhisweetie,amMandyMnqobi’s

girlfriend

Mnqobi:Noyounot!

Iamfuminginsidebutontheoutsideamcalmasa

cucumber.

Portia:HelloamPortiahiswife...(shegoespaleon

heryellowboneskin,shelooksbetweenmeand

Mnqobithenbacktome)

Mandy:But...

Mnqobi:NobutsMandyammarriedandyouare

notmygirlfriendneverwere.

Mandy:Butwhataboutustogethereverytimeyou

inParisandtheloft?

Mnqobi:OhtheloftIforgotaboutthatbutthankyou

forremindingme,pleasebeoutbytheendofthe

dayIdon’tthinkmywifewouldappreciatea

concubinestayinginherproperty.

Mandy:Mnqobi!

Mnqobi:AlsoIdon’trememberthelasttimeIwas

ParisandIdon’tcontactyousoIdon’tknowwhat



gaveyoutheideathatwearetogether.Wefucked

wheneverIwasinParisyesandIwouldalwayscall

youwhenIlandbutIdidn’tthistimenowdidI?

Mandy:Nobut..

Mnqobi:Nobuts,leavemyloftbeforetheendofthe

dayandpleaseleaveustoourlunchyouare

upsettingmywifeandIdon’tliketoseeherupset.

AmwatchingthisexchangeandwishingthatSage

washere,shewouldhaveputthiswomaninher

placefast.

Mandy:Youreallyareadog

Mnqobi:IdareyoutosayonemorewordMandy,I

dareyou!

OkayIhaveneverseenMnqobitalktosomeonelike

thatandwithalooklikethat.Helooksmurderous

rightnowandIdon’tlikeit.Mandyclickshertongue

andleaves,Mnqobiturnstomeandhisface

softens.

Mnqobi:Amsorrybaby,MandyisnothingtomeI

swear,shewasjustsomeoneIusedtosleepwith



andonetimewhenIcamehereshesaidshewas

strandedandlateonrentsinceshehadn’tgottena

modelinggigyetsoIletherstayinmyloft.

Portia:TheoneIdidn’tknowabout?

Mnqobi:IforgotaboutitbabyIreallydid,amsorry

thishappened.

Brice:Thecommanderapologizingtoawoman,

interesting!

Mnqobiturnstothemanandthemurderouslookis

backonhisface.Idon’tlikethisbecausenowall

themeninsuitsareontheirfeetlookingourway.

Mnqobi:WhatbusinessofyoursisthatBrice?

Brice:It’snoneofmybusinessreally,welcometo

PariscommanderandIhopeyouenjoyyourstay

herewiththelady.

HesayslookingatmeandIgetchillsjustby

lookingathiseyes.Hisgoodlookingyesbuthis

eyesaredeadandcold.

Mnqobi:OhthankyouBricebutpleasedostayout

ofmywaywhileamhere.



Brice:Wellofcourse,justcuriousthoughwhat

bringsyoutomytown?

Mnqobichucklesshakinghishead.

Mnqobi:Yourtownyousay?

Brice:Yesmytown

SaysthemanwithdeterminationandMnqobi

chucklesoneagain.DidItellyouIdon’tlikethis?

Mnqobi:ParisisyourtownforaslongasIletyou

haveitBriceandifyoudidyourhomeworkyou

wouldknowthatIalreadyownmorethan50%of

Franceincludingyourkindnotjustcitiesbutyour

peopletheFrench.NowtellmeBricehowwiseisit

totakemeonrightnow?

SaidMnqobigettingfacetofacewiththeman,they

lookedateachotherforafewminuteswithnoone

sayinganything.

Brice:VerywellthencommanderIdidn’tcomehere

toseektroubleeitherIjustcametowishyouwell

onyourstayhere.WhenIheardyouwereinmy

restaurantIhadtocomeandseeformyself.



Mnqobi:Mmmyousawnowleave.

Brice:IwillbutbecarefulcommanderPariscanbe

adangerouscity.

HegivesMnqobiasilentthreat

Mnqobi:Youneedtostopplayingwiththebigboys

Briceyouwillgetbruisestheyarequitewildwhen

playing.Youshouldplaywithboysyouragelet’s

saythelikesofYuinn...(hehitshisforeheadwith

thepalmofhishand)forgivemeBriceIkindof

forgotYuinnisindisposedrightnowhisbusy

playingwithwildcatsinAfrica.Butworrynotthe

Russiansarethereyoucanplaywiththem.

BricelooksatMnqobiforawhilebeforeheclicks

histongueandleaveswithhismenbutsome

remain.Mnqobiturnstomeandtakesaseat.

Mnqobi:Baby

Portia:Takemebacktothehotelplease.

Mnqobi:Wedidn’teveneatyetbabyanddon’tworry

aboutthesepeopletheywon’ttouchyou.

Portia:IsaidIwanttoleave.



HesighsasIstoodupandheadtothedoor,his

rightbehindme,whenwegotoutthelimoisoutside

andourdriverisstandingthere.Heopensthedoor

whenheseesusandweclimbin.

Mnqobi:Babyamsorryaboutwhathappenedback

thereItrulyam.

Portia:Idon’tlikethisMnqobiwejustgotmarried

yetamalreadydealingwithwomenhuggingand

kissingyouinfrontofme.Howwouldyoufeelif

someonedidthatwithmewhileyouthere.

Heclenchedhisjawhisfiststighteningandface

hardening.

Mnqobi:Iwouldkilltheman,babyyoumineand

onlyImusthugandkissyou.Noothermanwilllive

totellthetaleifhedidthat.Idon’twantanother

man’sscentonyouonlymine.

Portia:Saysthemanwhoreeksofotherwoman.

Mnqobi:Shit!

Hesaysandletsgoofmyhand,thenextmomentI

hearasoundofsomethingfalling,Ilookathimand



histakenhisblazeroffandthrowingitoutsidethe

windowofmovinglimo.Hetakesoffhistieand

throwsitoutaswellhisshirtfollowsasherippedit

offthrowingitoutthewindowthengoesforhis

pantsandmyeyeswiden.

Portia:Whatareyoudoing?

Mnqobi:Gettingridofherscentonyourproperty

babyamyoursandifyoudon’twantherscenton

meIwillgetridofit.WhateveryouwantIwilldo

justpleasedon’tleaveme.

Ilookathimandshookmyheadandhisfacefalls.

Hegetsridofhispantsangrilyandthrowsthemout

aswell.

Portia:Willtheyletahalfnakedmanintothehotel?

Mnqobi:Iown60%ofit

That’sallhesaysandIimmediatelywonderjust

howrichthismanreallyis.Wegettothehoteland

hedoesn’twaitforthedrivertoopenthedoor,he

opensithimselfthengivesmehishandtohelpme

outwhichIignoreandclimboutofmyown.His

facefallsonceagain,onceamouthewalksbesides



meintothehotellobbypeoplearelookingatusbut

hedoesn’tcare,wegototheelevatorridingupto

ourfloor,whenwegetthereheopensthengetsrid

ofhisvestandbriefswithoutsayingawordthen

headtotheshower.Hestaysthereforoveranhour

whileIorderroomservicesinceweonlygottoeat

thestarterastherestaurant.Roomservicearrives

beforehecameoutandItookitandstarteating

sittinginthebalconylookingattheviewofthecity,

Icanseethetowerfromhere.Hecomesouttojoin

mewearingonlyagown,hesitsandlooksatme.

Mnqobi:Baby,amreallysorrymylove,amsorry

aboutwhathappenedbutbelievemewhenIsayit

willneverhappenagainandthatwhatIhadwith

Mandywasnothingbutsexwhichstoppedthe

momentIsawyou.IcametoParisafewmonths

afterseeingyoubutInevercalledherlikeIusually

dobecauseyouwereallIhadinmind.Babyyou

wereminebeforeIevensawyouphysically,Isaw

youinmydreamsfirstwhenIwasinjuredonduty,

youbroughtmebacktolifethroughmydreamsand

believemewhenIsaythatwhenyoucameintomy



lifeitfeltlikeIhaveknownyouforever,likeIwas

meantoloveyou,onlyyou.

Portia:Whathurtsaboutthisisthefactthatyou

won’thavetodealwithmyexesbecauseIhave

nonebutitseemwithyouIwillconstantlyhaveto

fightoffotherwomenandIdon’tthinkIcandothat.

Hiseyesimmediatelylookredandkneelsinfrontof

meandtakesmyhand.Helooksrightintomyeyes.

Mnqobi:BabyIamnotperfectIhaveapastand

womenthatIhavebeenwithbutbelievemewhenI

sayIhadnorelationshipwithanyofthemitwas

justsex.Iwillgetridofthemalljustpleasedon’t

leaveme,iwon’tbeabletotakeitifyoudoplease

youaremyheart,mysoulmyeverythingplease

don’tleaveme.Justgivemeanhourtomakesome

callsandbytheendofitIwillberidofallofthem.

Portia:Whatdoyoumeangetridofthem?

Mnqobi:IwillkillthemallforyouIwilldoanything

becauseIonlywanttoseeyouhappysoIwillkill

themtomakesuretheyneverbotheryou.

Tosayamshockedwouldbeanunderstatement,he



sayshewillkillthemsocasuallylikehisgettingrid

ofanenemytryingtoharmhismaster.

Portia:Idon’twantyoukillinginnocentpeople

Mnqobi.

Mnqobi:Thentellmewhatyouwantmetodobaby

andIwilldoit.

Portia:Ijustwanttoenjoymyhoneymoonwithout

womenhuggingandkissingyouandwithoutmenin

suitsthreateningyou.

Mnqobi:Doneletmemakesomecalls

HegetsupbeforeIcansayanythingandgoesto

theroom.Thisisgoingtobealongweek.Isigh.

Brice

AfterheleftBelladonnaBricewasfuming,hedidn’t

knowthatthecommanderhadpeopleinParis.He

alwaystookParisashistownandnowhisnotso

sure.Martinhiscousintellshimaboutthe

encounterbetweenthecommanderandMandy.



MandyisawellknowmodelinParissoBricecalls

her.

Convo

Mandy:hello

Brice:Meetmeatthetowerinanhour,Ihaveajob

foryouitpays50000$bethere.

Hecutsthecallandsmiles.
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Brice



Briceandhiscousinwentandhadlunchatthe

towertoalsowaitforMandytoshowup.Whathe

wantedfromMandywassimpleandanyonewho

knewthecommanderandwasclosetohimas

Mandycouldtowhathewanted.Hedidn’twanta

fightwiththecommanderbuthedidwanttoshow

himthathedoesstillhavepowerinParis.

Martin:Areyousureyouwanttodothis?

Bricethoughtaboutitforaminutebefore

answering.

Brice:YesIwanttodothis,rememberthisisnota

fightoranythingtoprovokehimjustareminderthat

Ihaveasmuchpowerashedoes.Parisismycity

andheneedstoberemindedofthat.

Martin:Youareinchargecuzbutknowthis,that

stupidprideofyourswillgetyoukilledoneofthese

days.Nobodytakesonthebloodycommander

unlesstheyhavetoandyoumydearcousindon’t

haveto.

Brice:EnoughofyourlectureMartin!Doyouthink

theCorsicangottothispointbycoweringaway?No!



Wefoughttogethere.Doyounotrememberhow

harditwas?Itwasveryhardbutwemadeitand

earnourrespectandourplacenotbysittingand

waitingbutbyfighting.Iknowthecommanderhas

morebloodinhishandstofilltheoceanbutthat

doesn’tmeanwearejustasmalltimegangweare

asbigastheYakuza’s,hellwecannowholdour

ownagainsttheRussianswhatistheSouthAfrican

Force?

Martin:Themostpowerfulorganizationintheworld,

youdon’thearaboutthembecausetheydon’tdo

pettyfights,theyareassociatedwithpresidents

andarmyGenerals.TheyhavetheFBIandInterpol

eventhoughhalfofthemarehuntingthemdown.I

don’twantaholeinParislikeinChina,thedamn

Chinesearestilltryingtorecoverfromthatordeal

andyouwantthesamehere?

Brice:Itoldyouthisisnotafightbutareminder!

SaidBriceirritatedbyhiscousin.

Martin:Waituntilheremindsyouwhoheis.

BeforeBricecouldsayanythingMandyshowedup.



Mandy:Brice,Martin(shegreetedandsatdown)

whyamIhere?

Brice:StraighttothepointIlike,nowmycousin

herewitnessedyourdisagreementwiththe

commander.

Mandy:Whoisthecommander?

Martin:TheguyyouwerewithatBelladonna.

Mandy:Ohhim(shesaidinasarcasticvoice)

Brice:Yeshim,Iwantyoutoslipalittlesomething

inhisdrink.

Mandy:What!Willitkillhim?

Brice:Nobutitwillteachhimalesson

Mandy:IlikethesoundofthataslongasIwon’t

havebloodonmyhandsamgood.

Brice:NobloodatallMandy,wealsowouldn’twant

tosoilyourbeautifulhandswithascumbagsblood.

Mandy:Yousaidyouwillpaymeright?

Brice:Ofcourse,50000$foryoutojustputthislittle

druginhisdrinkandwatchhimdrinkitall.



Mandy:That’seasy!Ievenknowhisfavoritedrink,

onehewouldneverletgotowastenomatterwhat.

Brice:Perfect

BricegaveMandythedrugandtoldhertobeready

wheneverhecalledherashewillinformherwhere

tomeetwiththecommander.Theywenttheir

separateways.

ThefollowingmorningMnqobiandNokukhanya

wenttohavebreakfastatthehotellobby.Halfway

throughbreakfastMnqobigotabusinesscalland

leftthetabletogoandanswer.Mandyarrivedand

sawNokukhanyaandwenttohertableknowing

thatMnqobiwasn’tfaroff.Therewasawaiterwho

waseyeingherthemomentshegotinbutshe

brusheditoffandwenttositinfrontof

Nokukhanya.

Mandy:Hello

Nokukhanya:Hey,whatcanIdoforyou?

Mandy:Justwantedtimeapologizeyouknowfor



gettingtogetherwithyourhusband.ButbeforeIgo

onIneedadrinkit’snoteasytalkingtothewifeofa

manyouusedtosleepwithyouknow?

Shesaidandturnedaroundsignalawaitertocome

tothetable.Nokukhanyawantednothingthanfor

hertoleavebutitlookedlikeshe’swasstaying.She

didn’twanttohearaboutMnqobi’spastwithMandy

moreoverMnqobiwouldbeangryifhefoundher

there.Yesshewasjealouswhenshefirstmether

butafterMnqobiexplainedshewasfinewithitbut

shedidn’twantthereminderofwhattheyusedto

have.Shewasstillinsecureaboutmanythingsin

thebedroomwhileMandylookedlikesomeonewho

knewherstoryandthatintimidatedNokukhanya.

ThewaitertooktheorderforMandy’sdrinkthen

shecontinuedtotalknonestopwhileNokukhanya

zonedoutandletherblabalonebecauseshe

wasn’tinterestedinhearwhatshehadtosay.The

waitercamebackandpouredtwoglassesbut

Mandyaskedforhimtopouranotheronebecause

shewassureMnqobiwasnotfarandhewould

comeanymoment.Thewaiterdidastoldthen



Mandytookherclutchbagandtookouther

compactthenpoweredhernose.Shesawthat

Nokukhanyawasnotpayingattentionandpoured

thedruginthedrinkthenputeverythingbackinher

bag.Onceshefinishedshetookherglassand

sipped.

Mandy:Helloooo(shesaidwavingherhandinfront

ofNokukhanya)

Nokukhanya:What!

Mandy:Whereisyourhusband?Youlook

miserable...(Nokukhanyadidn’tsayanything

insteadshestoodupwantingtogotothebathroom

andleavethatwomantherebutthenshethought

aboutitandsatbackdownthentooktheglassthat

wasmeantforMnqobianddrankfromit.She

wasn’tadrinkerbuthavingMandytheregother

stresslevelshigh.

Mandy:No!(yelledMandyandNokukhanyajumped

abitbecauseshedidn’texpecthertoyell)

Nokukhanya:What?

Mandy:ThatisforMnqobiyourglassisrighthere.



Nokukhanya:It’sthesamethinghecandrinkmine.

Mandylookedatherandthemoreshestaredthe

moreNokukhanyadrankfromtheglass.

Nokukhanya:Whatdoyouwantwithmyhusband?

Mandy:Ohthat,nothing!Justwantedtogivehim

thekeytotheloft.

Nokukhanya:Leavethenwithmeandgo.

MandystoodupwhenshesawthatMnqobiwas

alsocomingtheirway.

Mnqobi:WhatareyoudoinghereMandy?(hesaid

inasternvoice)

Mandy:IcametodropthekeyamleavingandohI

boughtyourfavoritedrinkyourwifeandIenjoyeda

glasstogether.(sheturnedtoleavebutstopped

andturned)youdon’tmindpayingforitdo

you?...(beforeMnqobicouldanswershespokefirst)

Rightthenenjoy!

Shesaidanyleft.Mnqobilookedathiswife.

Mnqobi:Babyyoudon’tdrinkwhatisthis?



Nokukhanya:ShewastalkingtoomuchandI

wantedsomethingtodistractmyselfwith.

Mnqobinoddedandtheystartedtalking10minutes

laterNokukhanyawasnotmakingsenseinthe

conversationtheywerehaving.Mnqobilookedat

herandsawthathereyeshadchangedcolourand

nowlookedsupperred.Heaskedherhowshewas

feelingbutsheansweredsomethingcompletely

different.Hepickedherandwenttotheirroomwith

herthencalledadoctor.

OutsideinthecarMandycalledBrice,shewas

nervousthattheplandidn’tgoaccordingtoplan.

Briceansweredimmediately.

Convo

Brice:Isitdone?

Mandy:Yeshiswifedrankit

AsmilespreadonBrice’slipswhenheheardthat.

Brice:EvenbetterMandythiswayhewillhurtmore



seeinghispreciouswifegoingthroughallthe

effectsofthedrug.

Mandy:Soyounotmad?

Sheaskedcrossingherfingers.

Brice:ContraryMandyammorethanhappywith

howthingsturnedout.Yourotherhalfwillbein

youraccountin10minutes.

Mandy:Thankyou.

Hecutthecallandindeedin10minutesMandygot

hermoney,shesmileanddroveofftothemallto

spoilherself.
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Mnqobi

Whenwegottoourroomwedidn’tevenwaitlong

beforethedoctorarrived,hewastheForcesdoctor

weusehimhereinParissohisalwaysonstandby.

Whilehewascheckingonhertherewasaknockon

thedoorandIwenttoopen,ayoungwaiterwas

standingthere.

Mnqobi:Idon’torderanything...(theboylooked

nervousforsomereason)

Waiter:Ididn’tcomedodeliveranythingboss,I

camewithsomenewsregardingtheMrs...(I

snappedmyheadandlookedathisdirection

becausemyattentionwaswiththedoctorthewhole

time)

Mnqobi:Whatnewsarethose?...(Iglaredathim

waitingforhimtosaysomething,myglarealone

madetheboystartshiveringinfear)

Waiter:Isawthemodelputsomethinginthedrink

madamtook...(mybloodboiled,Ilookedatthe

doctorwhoalsoheardwhattheboysaid)



Doctor:Ifit’sadrugthenthatgivesmeagood

chanceofdrainingitoutofhersystembutfirstI

needtoseewhattypewasgiventoher.

Mnqobi:Dowhateveryouhaveto...(Iturnedtothe

boy)doyouworkhere?

Waiter:Yessir

Mnqobi:Whatisyourname?

Waiter:Ryansir

Mnqobi:LookRyanthankyouforcomingforward

andfromnowonyouworkforme...(theboyseyes

wentwide)

Ryan:Idon’tunderstandsirIalreadyworkinthe

hotelandIheardyouownitsir.

Mnqobi:ThisisaspecialkindofjobRyan,you

seeminvisibleenoughsoIwantyoutojustkeep

yourjobandobserve.Ifthereisanythingatallyou

feelIshouldknowcallthisnumber..(Ihavehimmy

personalnumber)

Ryan:Yessir

Mnqobi:AlsoIneedyouraccountdetailsyouwillbe



rewardedforthis...(hissmilegrewwide,onecould

seethattheboydidn’thavemuch,hemightevenbe

thesolebreadwinnerathomeandmedoingthisis

helpinghimout)

Ryan:Thankyousiryouwon’tregretit

Mnqobi:ButImustwarnyouRyanneverput

yourselfinharmswayokay?

Ryan:Don’tworrysirpeopletoevenpaymuch

attentiontousnotunlesstheywanttocomplain

abouttheserviceotherthanthatweareinvisibleto

them.

Mnqobi:Goodkeepitthatway...

Doctor:OhmyGod!Youhavetoseethis...(saidthe

doctorcuttingmeoff)

Mnqobi:Ryanyouknowwhattodo...(Ithenturned

andwalkedtothedoctorwhileRyanleftclosingthe

doorbehindhim.)

Mnqobi:WhatamIlookingat?(hehadthoselab

testingthingswithliquidinitandbloodbutthe

bloodwasdisposingtheliquidIcouldn’t



understandsciencestuff)

Doctor:Doyouseetheliquidthatisinthis

bottle?...(Inodded)wellthisliquidwasnotthere

onlyblood,Iwantedtorestasseethekindofdrug

usedbutbeforeIcoulddotheactualtestInoticed

theblooddisposingtheliquidmeaningthatyou

don’tneedmehere.

Mnqobi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Doctor:Herbloodiscleaningthedrugoutonits

ownit’scleaningitthroughthewaterinherbody

thatmeanswhenit’sdoneshewillonlysweatmore

toreleasetotoxinthenshewouldbefine.

Mnqobi:Unbelievable!

Doctor:Indeedthiscouldalsomeanshemightbe

immunetoalotofillnessesasherbloodcellswill

immediatelypickupthevirusandfindwayto

disposeofitbeforeharmisdone.

Mnqobi:Howlongdoyouthankitwilltakeforherto

bealright?

Doctor:Thisisafirstformetoosolet’swaitand



see.

ThegooddoctorandIwaitingoverlight

conversationwhilehekeptcheckinguponher.She

wasindeedsweatingaloteventhepillowsheslept

onwaswetandhadtobechanged.Aswewaited

myminddriftedofftoMandy,shecrossedtheline,

whatshehadwaswithmenotmywifebutshe

wentforher.Forthatshewillpaydearly.

Doctor:She’swakingup

Calledthedoctortogetmyattention,ithasbeen

overanhourandwehadplansforthedaybutthat

rathadtoruinthem.

Mnqobi:Howisshe?...(beforethedoctorcould

answersheopenedherbeautifuleyeslooked

aroundandwhenshesawmeshesmiled)

Nokukhanya:Weweresupposedtobeoutwhydid

youletmesleep?

BeforeIcouldanswerthedoctorbeatmetoit.

Doctor:YouweredruggedMrsandamthedoctor

thatyourhusbandcalledtohelpbutIhave



questionsifyoudon’tmindmeasking.

Shelookedatmeforconfirmationofwhatthe

doctorsaidIjustnodded.Sheshookherheadthen

turntothedoctor.

Nokukhanya:Whatwouldyouliketoknowdoctor?

Doctor:DoyouhaveamedicalhistorymaybeIcan

lookatorhaveyouevergottenbloodtakenfrom

you?

NowthatIthinkaboutitnotoncehaveIeversaw

hersick.Shewouldshowsymptomsoffeveronce

inawhilethenafteracoupleofhoursofrestshe

wouldbefinewithnomedicationtaken.Couldit

havetodowithhergift?

Nokukhanya:Idon’thaveamedicalfiledoctor

maybeIdidhaveonewhenIwasyoungerbutnowI

don’t.IhaveneverbeenseriouslysickthatIwould

needmedicalattention.

Doctor:Interesting

Mnqobi:Interestingindeed.

Nokukhanya:ArewedonedoctorIneedtoshower



amsweatyhere.

Doctor:Notaproblem

Shelefttheroomandshelookfinelikenothing

happened.Ilookedatthedoctorandheshrugged.

Doctor:Iwillhavethelittlesampleofherblood

analyzedatthelabthenIwilltellyouwhatIfind.

Mnqobi:Keepmeposted...(thedoctornoddedthen

packedhisstuffandleft.Imadeacalltooneifmy

guysandheanswered)

Convo

Voice:Boss

Mnqobi:FindMandyformejustthelocation

Voice:Gotit

Icutthecall,whenIturnedaroundmywifewas

standingthere.

Nokukhanya:It’sagoodthingyouarefindingher

becauseIwantheralltomyself.



Mnqobi:What?...(Iaskedclearlyconfusedbywhat

shesaid)

Nokukhanya:She’sawomanandIwon’tletyou

stoopsolowandfightawoman.Iwilldealwith

Mandy...(okayIdidn’texpectthat)

Mnqobi:Areyousure?(Ihadtobesurethiscan’t

bemywife)

Nokukhanya:Amverysure,Mandymessedwithme

becauseshethoughtIwasweak,Iwanttoshowher

thatamnotatoyforhertoplaywith.She’scrossed

thelineandIwilldrawitbackclearlyforher.

Amspeechless,whataremyex’sturningmywife

into?Ilookedatherpuzzlednotknowingwhatto

say.Sheignoredmeandcontinuedtolotionand

changeandworeherclothesthenmyphone

indicatesamessagefrommyguytellingmethat

Mandywasatthemallshopping.Itoldhimtotake

herandmeetmeattheloft.Thenturnedtomywife.

Mnqobi:Didsheevenleavethekeysshesaidshe

cametodrop?

Nokukhanya:Nobecauseshegotwhatshewanted



andevenforgotaboutthekeystory.Iknowyou

knowwheresheissolet’sgo.

Shetookasmallpurseandheadedtothedoor.I

wonderwhatwillmywifedo?Wedroveouttowards

theloftandinoticedwehaveatailnotonebuttwo

cars,bloodyCorsican!SoBricehasmefollowed

interesting!Wegottotheloftandwentupthe

elevatorandgotout.Wedidn’thavetotoldbecause

assoonaswewereoutweheardMandy’svoice

screamingandshoutingformyguytolethergo.

She’sevenaskingifheknowwhosheisbutit’sa

onewayconversationbecausemyguysdon’ttalk

much.WegottothedoorandIlookedatmywife

onceagainshejustshookherheadandpushedthe

door.Mandylookedourwayandhereyeswidened

whenshesawus.

Mandy:M...Mnq...whatareyoudoinghere?

Mnqobi:It’smyloftMandy...(Isaiddrylybuther

eyeswerenotonmebutonmywife)

Nokukhanya:WemeetagainMandy,what?You

looklikeyouhaveseenaghost.



Mandy:What!No!...(shespoketryingtoregainher

composure!ButIsawrightthroughherandI

wishednothingmorethantosnapherheadatthat

moment)

Nokukhanya:OhcomeonamsureyouthoughtI

wouldproperlybedeadnowfromthedrugsyou

gavemeormaybeIwouldbeinhospital.Who

knows?...(sheshruggedhershouldersandIlooked

atmywifeinawe,Ididn’tknowshecouldbelike

thisbutIstillloveherthesame.She’sstandingup

forherself)

Mandy:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout!

Shesaidcheeky

Nokukhanya:Alrightthen,don’tmindmyhusband

andthisguyherethiswillbeourtalk.Ipromisethey

won’tinterfere....(she’swrongbecauseIwill

interferethemomentMandytriessomething.She

wenttoherbagthatwasonthecoffeetableand

Mandy’seyeswidenedonceagainandIknewthe

drugwasstillinthere.Sheemptiedherbagintothe

tablethenmovedthingsarounduntilasmallpacket



withonepillwasrevealedthereshetookit.

Nokukhanya:Howaboutwehavesomejuicejust

thetwoofusandtalkhuh?...(Ismiledatmywife

admiringher,Idon’tknowhowthiswillgowithher

giftbutamlovingtheshow.)

Mandy:No!Idon’twantanything

Nokukhanya:No!Iseeyouwentshoppingyoumust

betiredandthirstydon’tworryIwillmakethedrinks

myself.

Shewenttotheopenplankitchenandopenedthe

fridgethentookjuiceandpouredtwoglassesthen

camebackandsatfacingMandythentookoutthe

pillthendroppeditintothedrink.Itdissolvedvery

fastitonlytook5secondsandtherewasnotrace

ofit.Shegaveittoherbutsheshookherhead

refusingtotakeit.

Nokukhanya:It’sonlyfairthatyoudrinkthesame

drugIdidMandydon’tyouthink?

Mandy:NoIwon’tdrinkit

Nokukhanya:Whatmakesyouthinkyouhavea



choice?

Mandy:No!

Mnqobi:Youwilldrinkthatifyouknowwhat’sgood

foryou.

Mandy:No!Iwon’t!

Mnqobi:Whatdoesthedrugevendo?

Mandy:Idon’tknowIwasonlytoldto...(thatgotmy

attentionandIsawmyguylookingaswell)

Mnqobi:Toldtodowhatandbywhom?

Mandy:NoIcan’tsayanything!Iwon’tsayanything.

Mnqobi:Ohbutyouwill

Nokukhanya:Shedoesn’thaveto

Mnqobi:What?

Nokukhanya:Shedoesn’thavetosayit.(whileI

wasstillinshocktryingtounderstandwhatshe

meansshetookMandy’shandwhojumpedand

pulleditoffmaybethinkingshewillharmher)

Nokukhanya:IjustwanttoadmireyounailsMandy



Iwon’tdoanythingIpromiseamnotaviolent

person...(Iglaredathershereluctantlygaveher

handandmywifetookitandwentquietforawhile

lookingintospace.IsawMandyandmyguylookat

herthenbacktomebutIdidn’tsayanything.When

sheletgoafter2minutesshelookedatherand

shookherheadthenlookedatme)

Nokukhanya:ItwasBriceandMartin,shemetthem

bothbutwasgivenordersbyBrice.Theymetatthe

toweryesterdayatlunch.

Mandy’sandmyguyseyeswentwide

Mandy:Howdid...how...whatjusthappened?

Sheaskedlookingdefeatedmyguylookedatme

expectantlybutIsaidnothing.

Mnqobi:Bricehuh

Nokukhanya:Thedrugwasalsomeantforyounot

mebutbecausemissyhereannoyedmetoomuchI

endedbeingtheonetodrinkit.

Mnqobi:Interesting

Nokukhanya:MandyIwillnotmakeyoudrinkthis



drugbecauseamnotthatkindofapersonbutyou

alsohavetostopinvolvingyourselfwithcriminalsit

willonlyendbadlyforyou.

Mandy:Youareonetotalkwhenyoumarried

one...(shesaidsarcastically)

Nokukhanya:Unfortunatelyformedearaminlove

withthiscriminalofmineandhewoulddoanything

formebutwhataboutyou?YouareinParis

becauseluckgaveyouachanceandyouare

ruiningitbyinvolvingyourselfinthiskindsofthings.

Itwon’tendwell,Icamehereformyhoneymoon

andIwouldliketoenjoyitwithmyhusbandwithout

youandBricetryingtokillhim.Doyouthinkyou

canstayawayandstayoutoftroubleforawhile?

Mandy:Don’ttalktomelikeamachild!

Mnqobi:YouwatchyourmouthMandy!Youshould

begratefulshe’shereortheresultsofthismeeting

wouldn’thavebeenprettyhaditbeenme.

Mandy:Amsorry

Iwenttomymanbythewindowwhowasstill

shockedandtryingtoprocesswhatjusthappened.



Mnqobi:KeepaneyeonherIdon’twanther

contactingBrice,getsomeonetotailBriceformeI

needalocationthisevening.

Guy:Sureboss

Ithenturnedtomywife

Mnqobi:Mybeautifulwife,letsgonow.

Shestoodupandwentleftbutonthedrivetothe

museumlikeweplannedIgotacallfromthedoctor

andthephonewasconnectedtothecarandI

answered.

Convo

Mnqobi:Doc

Doctor:Isyourwifenormal?

Mnqobi:Whatdoyoumeannormal?

Doctor:Imeanisshefromthisworld,isshehuman?

Nxthisguyispissingmeoff

Mnqobi:Ofcourseshe’shuman!..(Ishouted)what



kindofquestionisthat?

Doctor:Becauseherbloodisnotreallyblood,when

youlookatitwiththenakedeyeit’sbloodlikeany

otherbutifyoulookatitunderamicroscopeit’s

different.

Mnqobi:How?

Doctor:Thisismybestdiscoveryinthehistoryof

mankind.

Mnqobi:Justgettothepoint!

Doctor:Herbloodlookslikecrystalgelunderthe

microscope.It’sliketinylittlecrusheddiamondsin

water.ItsparklesandthenItriedthelittleIhadona

patientofminewho’sbeensickforyearsandguess

what!Hebloodyshowedsignsoffuckinglife

momentslater!!!

Mnqobi:Whothefuckgaveyoutherighttouseher

bloodonyourpatients?...(Isaidquitepissedby

whathisdone)

Doctor:Amsorrymyexcitementgotthebetterof

meandIdidamsorry.



Mnqobi:Wellsorrywon’tchangethings

Icutthecallandlookedatmywifeandherhands

weretrembling.ForthefirsttimeinalongtimeI

sawrealfearinmywife’seyes.Iparkedontheside

oftheroadandtookherinmyarms.

Mnqobi:It’salrightsweetheart

Nokukhanya:Noit’snotMnqobi

Mnqobi:ItwillbeIwillmakesureofit.

Nokukhanya:ThisishowIwilldie,mypowersand

whoIamwillbeexposedtotheworldandthisis

howIwilldiebecauseofastupiddrugtest!Thisis

myendMnqobidon’tyousee?(shespokesofast

thatIcouldn’tcomprehendalotofwhatshesaid.I

onlyheardhersayshewilldieandeverythingafter

thatisablurmymindwentblank.Shecan’tdieon

menow!That’sallthatmymindkeptthinking)

PleaseshareanddogoonDreameandfollowI

needyoursupportallofyouwhofeelTheLightis

goodenoughtobeturnedintoabookpleasegoand



followthere.AsIsaidyoucancontinuetoreadhere

butjusttofollowtoshowothersthatthebookis

goodandencouragethemtoread.

Mythanks

#MaMoloi

[07/25,17:15]Tate:TheLight

Insert82

Iwasfrozeninmyseatwithmyarmsaroundher

comfortingher,Imightbeinadazeatthemoment

butonethingIwon’tdoandthatistoletherdie.

Thedoctormessedupandhewillhavetopayforit.

Wejustgotmarriedandamnotabouttolosemy

wifelikethat.ShecalmeddownafterawhileandI

droveusbacktothehotel,shewasn’therselfwhen

wegottothehotelIdidn’tlikethat.Ituckedherinto

bed.



Mnqobi:Sleepnowmylove,IwillfixthisIpromise.I

loveyousomuchtoletanythinghappentoyou.

Nokukhanya:Iloveyoumore.

Mnqobi:Nowsleepandletyourhusbandtakecare

ofthisokay.

Nokukhanya:Okay

Ikissedherforeheadthensteppedawayfromher

andwenttothebalconyandmadeacalltomymen.

Convo

Men:Boss

Mnqobi:Eliminatethedoctorandeveryonewho

wasinvolvedinthetestingofmywife’sbloodand

thatincludedthepatienthegaveherbloodto.

Man:Done

Mnqobi:WhereisBrice?

Man:HejustgottoBelladonna

Mnqobi:Good!Havesomemenmeetmetherein15

minutes.



Man:Onit.

Icutthecallthenwentandchangedintoablack

tailoredsuitandablackshirtandshoes.Thenwent

tomycaranddroveofftoBelladonna.In15

minutesIwasparkedthereandmyguyscameout

whentheysawme.Iwenttomybootandtooka

pliersfrommytoolboxthenwentinsidewithmy

menfollowingcloselybehindme.Igottothedoor

andscannedtheroomforBriceandwhenIfound

himIwentforhim.Hismenstooduptoogoingto

thetablehewasseatingon.Bloodyfoolsthinkthey

canstopme!ThepaceofmystepsquickenedasI

movedforwardBriceliftedhisheadupandoureyes

met,Isawaflickeroffeardisplayedinhiseyes

beforehequietlycoveredit.Imoveforwardandgot

tohistable.

Mnqobi:Tallyourpetstomoveaway

Brice:NowwhywouldIdothatcommander.

Mnqobi:OkaythenIwilldoitforyouhuh

ImovedtotheonethatwasclosertoBriceand

headpumpedhimhardmakinghimstumble



backwardshakinghisheaddisoriented.Igestured

formymentoremovethem,withgunspointedthey

movedBricesmentostandagainstthewalls.When

othercustomerssawwhatwashappeningthey

clearedtherestaurantinminutesnowitwasjust

me,Brice,hiscousinandourmen.

Mnqobi:Nowwhotoldyouitwasagoodideato

drugmywife?

Brice:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Hesaidwithasmirkonhisfaceandthatangered

me.Imovedforwardandkickedthetablehewas

sittingonharditcollidedwithhimandthechairhe

wasonmakingitfallbackwards.Iwenttohim

movingthetableoutofthewayandhoveredover

him.

Mnqobi:Afteramdonewithyou,youwillwishyou

hadnevermessedwithmeorwhat’smine.

Igesturedformymenandtwocameover

Mnqobi:GethimupandsitHimonthechairthentie

hishandsandlegs.



TheymovedfastdoingwhatIasked,hiscousins

eyeswerewideworriedaboutwhatwillhappennext.

WhenmymenweredoneImovedclosertoBrice

andtookoutmypliersfrommyjacketpocketIwent

closertohimandheldhimbyhishairroughly

pullinghisheadback.

Mnqobi:Openup

Brice:Youmustbecrazyamnotopeningmymouth.

Mnqobi:Good!Iwashopingyouwouldsaythat

Iheldthepliersfirmlyinmyhandthenheldhischin

tightlywiththeothermakinghimlookatme.ThenI

hammeredhismouthhardwiththepliersbreaking

hisfrontteeth.HescreamedandIletgoofhimand

hespatbloodtogetherwith3ofthisfrontteeth.

Mnqobi:Shallwegoagainoryouwillopenyour

mouththistime?

Brice:Fuckyoumanfuckyou!!!

Mnqobi:Okay

Isaidandshruggedthenheldhischinagaintightly

thenhammeredtwiceonhissideonetheface



breakingmoreteeththenletgoofhim.

Brice:Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Yousonofabitch!!Am

goingtokillyoupieceofshit!Fuck!

Mnqobi:WhatsitgonnabethistimeBrice?

Brice:Gofuckyourself!

Mnqobi:I’drathermakelovetomywifethenfuck

myselfbutanywaythanksfortheideaweneedthe

lovemakingsessionweareonourhoneymoon

afterall.

Irepeatedthesameactionhammeringhisfaceand

breakinghisteeth,hewascursingthewholetime

tryingnottoscreamsomuchinfrontofhismenbut

tearswerethere.Ihammeredawayrearranginghis

facemakingsurethathelookednothinglikethe

prettyboyhewasbefore.Nowhisgoingtolooklike

abulldogwithnoteeth,whenIwasdonetherewas

bloodalloverthefloorandinhisclothesamsureI

hadsomeonmetoobutIcouldn’ttellbecauseof

theblackIwore.

Mnqobi:Nexttimeyouwanttomesswithmelook

inthemirrorandaskyourselfwhatelsecouldI



messaroundwithmaybethenyouwillthinktwice

aboutcrossingme.

Brice:Fuckyou

Thatcameoutasawhisperbutamsurehewanted

ittocomeouthasherthanthat.Istraightenupand

fixedmysuitthenlefttherestaurantgoingtothe

doctorsoffice,Ineedtomakesurethatnotraceof

mywife’sbloodwasfoundthere.

Zwelethu

Ifsomeonehadtoldmethatgettingmywifekilled

andmistreatingmydaughterwilllendmeinahome

forthedisabledwithnouseofmylegsandmuteI

wouldn’thavedoneit.Nowmylifeisanightmare,

thesepeoplehavemadeittheirmissiontotorture

meeveryday.Myonlywishnowistoseemy

childrenonemoretimebeforeItakemylife,Iwant

toseeNokukhanyaandapologizeforwhatihad

donetobothherandhermother.Iwanttosee

Baneleandtellhimtochangehiswaysbeforeit’s



toolate.AmafraidforhimbecauseImadehiminto

somethingIshouldn’thavemadehimtoo,Iwant

himtochangeandbeabettermanthanIwas.I

waslayingonmybedwithgreenfliesallaroundme

becauseofthesmelloffaeceswhenidriftedoffto

sleep.Thembelihlecametomydreams.“hello

Zwelethu”shesaid,shelookedsobeautifulinwhite

justlikeanangelshealwayswas.“mybeautiful

wife,youlooksobeautifulandpeaceful.AmsorryI

letyougetkilled,amsorryIdeprivedyouofthe

opportunitytoraiseourdaughterandmostofall

amsorryIwasneverthehusbandyoudeserved.

Pleaseforgivememyangel”Isaidwithtearsinmy

eyesandheartwasinthemostunbearablepainI

haveeverhad.“ohZwelethuIforgaveyoualong

timeago,theonlyreasonIputyouinthisstatewas

becauseofourdaughterapologizetoherandyou

willbefine.”Shesaidbutshedoesn’tunderstandI

don’twanttobefineIdeservethis,Ionlywantto

apologizeandthenmaybeIwilldieinpeace.“you

won’tdieZwelethu,youstillhaveBaneletoraise

intoabettermanthanyouwere”she’ssays“he

doesn’tdeserveafatherlikemeThembelihle”Isaid



painedbytherealizationthatIamnothingmore

thanaburden.“nooneisgoingtofixyourmessfor

youZwelethunowgetupandcleanyourselfthengo

findyourchildrenandbeafathertothem”she

disappearedIwokeupandthefirstthingthathitme

wasthesmell.

Zwelethu:ShitIneverthoughtIcouldsmelllikethis!

Ikeptquietshockedthatmyvoicecameout,I

spoke!Itriedtomovemyfeetandtheymoved.Igot

outofbedandwenttotheshowerandcleaned

myselfthenwentandchangedintocleanclothes

thentookmyphoneandrequestedanUberhome

thenwheeledmysuitcasetothedoor.Thecleaner

sawmefirstandlookedshockedbutquickly

recoveredandrantheoppositedirectionwhileI

wentforthedoor.Shehasnoideathatwhatthey

didtomeherewasablessingindisguiseamnot

angryatanyofthembutamgrateful.WhenIgot

outsidemyUberwasthereIgotinandhedroveme

home.Ihavealottofixandthatwillstartwithmy

children.



Pleaseshare
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Nkanyezi

AmonmywaytoNomalanga’shomewithmyuncle

Makhosini,Muz’uvukileandMageba.Amtiredof

peoplecallingNomalangaMnqobi’swifeandmy

sonhis.IlovemybrotheryesbutIwantpeopleto

knowthatNomalangaismywomannowandthat

Nkosenyeismyson.IknowthatNomalanga’s

parentsarestubbornandyeswedon’tneedthemto

betogethersinceNomalangaisalreadyaZuluwife.

Allwehavetodoisappeasetheancestorsandlet

themknowthatshe’snolongerthewifeofMnqobi

butmine,thenintroducemysontherightway.But



hereIamgoingtoherhomebecauseIwantherto

behappyandIwantherparentstobethereonher

weddingday.Yesamgivingherawhitewedding

sincesheonlygotthemakoticlothesplusan

introductiontotheancestorswhenshemarried

Mnqobi.WhichIdon’tblamehimbecausenowIget

todowhathedidn’tdoandmostimportantlyIget

toloveher.MysunlightandoursonNkosenyeZulu

sonofNkanyeziZulu,ithasaniceringtoit.

Makhosini:Don’tOverthinkitmshana...(nephew)if

thatmanisstillstubbornaboutthiswewillstillgo

aheadwiththeritualsandyoucangetyourwife.

Nkanyezi:Thisisnotaboutmeuncleit’sabouther,I

wanthertohaveherfamilytherewhenweget

marriedandIwanthertohaveherfatherwalkher

downtheisleontheday.

Muz’uvukile:Anyofuscandothatforherno

problem.

Nkanyezi:Thankyouunclebutyoudon’tknowhow

muchshecriedatMnqobi’sweddingsayingthat

shewishesherfathercouldwalkherdowntheisle



likeNokukhanya’sfatherdidforher.

Mageba:Evenifwedogetthroughtoherfatherit

doesn’tmeanhisgoingtowalkherdowntheisle

thatmanwilltellherthathisnotwhiteandwillnot

participateinanythingwestern.

Nkanyezi:Ibelievethatistrueafterseeinghimbut

wehavegottotryforNomalangashedeservesit.

Makhosini:Thatshedoesbutit’snotaboutwhathe

doesordoesn’tdeserveit’saboutherfathers

beliefsanditgoesagainsthiscustoms.

AftermyunclessaidthatIkeptquietbecausehis

rightabouteverythinghesaidbutIwillfailtrying.

Wegottoherhomeandhermotherwasthefirst

persontoseeus,sheclickedhertongueandgot

intothehousewithoutevenagreetingsentourway.

MyuncleMakhosinigotoutofthecarbutthegate

waslocked,hecalledoutbutnooneappeared,after

anhoursittingthereherfathercameoutandcame

tothegate.

Nomaf:LeaveboMagebabecausewhateveryou

cametosaywillmeannothingtome.



Mageba:Pleaselistentowhatwehavetosayand

wewillleaveafterthat.

Nomaf:IfwhatyouhavetosayisaboutNomalanga

andthisdisrespectfulboyofyoursthenIdon’twant

tohearit.LeaveboMageba.

Withthatheturnedaroundandleftusthere.

Muz’uvukile:Siyaxolisamshana...(wearesorry

nephew)

SaidmyuncletryingtocomfortmebutIdidn’tneed

itbecauseIhaveallofthemplusmybrother’sbut

Nomalangahasnoonefromhersideofthefamily

andthatiswhatbotheredmethemost.Wegotinto

thecaranddroveoffwithmequietonceagain

thinkingaboutwhattotellmysunlightwhenIget

home.

Nhlakanipho

AmgoingonmyfirstofficialdatewithBuhle,we

hadourfirstdateatthehospitalwhenIwenttovisit



herinherwardwithlunch.Shemadeajokeabout

havingourfirstdateatthehospitalsowemadea

dealthatafterwebothfeelbetterwewillhaveour

firstrealdate.Amnervousaboutthisbecause1I

don’twanttherepeatofNokukhanyasoamjust

goingtocomeoutandtellherhowIfeelandifshe

rejectsmethenIwillmoveonjustlikemytherapist

toldme.2Goraalwaystalksaboutherbeinghisso

ifshewantstobewithhimthenIwillknownowand

moveon.Idon’twanttospendalotoftimedating

herandnottellingherhowIfeelbecauseshemight

justrejectmewhenIfinallydotellher.Amnervous

thoughbecauseIhaveneverdonethisbeforebut

amwillingtodoitforher.Idrovetoherplacein

Mhlangathentextherthatamoutside.Noresponse

camebackandsoIwaited,ittookher5long

minutestocomeoutandIwasalreadysweatingby

then.Igotoutandopenedthedoorforher.

Buhle:Heysorrytokeepyouwaiting

Nhlakanipho:Notaproblem,readytogo?

Buhle:Yesplease.



Nhlakanipho:Youlookbeautifulbythewayand

theseareforyou...(Isaidandgaveherflowersthat

Ihadputonthebackseat.Shesmiledandthanked

methenIwenttomysideanddriveoff.Ontheway

Icouldn’tsayawordbecauseofhownervousIwas.

Buhle:Areyouokay?

Nhlakanipho:OfcourseIam,lookBuhleyouknow

meyouarePortia’sfriendandamsureyouknow

whatIhavedone.Sowhatiswanttoknowisifyou

reallywanttobeherewithme?

Buhle:Iknowwhatyouhavedon’tandyesIdowant

tobeherewithyou.

Shesaidwithconvictionanddetermination.The

wayheansweredmademesmile,mylittlealbino

didn’tjudgemeandthatisagoodsign.

Buhle:Nhlakaniphoweallhaveapastevenmeand

someofusourpastsarenotasrosyasothers,Ifor

onehappentounderstandathingortwoaboutbad

pastsbutIdon’tletitdefineme.That’swhatIhave

learntfromPortia.

Nhlakanipho:ThankyouBuhlethatmeansalotto



me.

Wegottotherestaurantandwegotoff,wewent

andwereshownourtableandourorderstaken.

Buhle:Thisisnice

Nhlakanipho:Indeed,lookBuhlewithyouIdon’t

wanttomakemistakessoamjustgottogettothe

point,IlikeyoualotandIwanttobewithyouifyou

wouldhaveme.

Ilookedatherandwaitedforhertosaysomething,

atthesametimepreparingmyhearttoacceptthe

rejectionthatistocome.

Buhle:IhappentolikeyoutooNhlakaniphobad

pastandallifyouwillacceptmewithmine.

Nhlakanipho:Waitwhat?...(Ihadtomakesureshe

saidwhatshesaidandthatIdidn’tmisunderstand

her)

Buhle:Youheardme,Ilikeyoutoo.

Icouldn’thelpmyselfsoIstoodupandwenttoher

sidethenpulledherupfromherchairandkissed

her.PeopleweretalkingaroundusbutIcouldn’t



carelessaboutthem,thiswasmytimetobehappy

andnoonewasgoingtotakethatawayfromme.I

pulledoutofthekissandlookedathergreeneyes

andsheblushedandlookeddownatherfingers.

Nhlakanipho:Thankyouforacceptingme.

Buhle:Youwelcome

Ismiledandwenttositonmychairafterpullinga

chairforhertositagain.

Pleaseshare
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Nokukhanya



Afterallthedramaofthefirstcoupleofdaysin

ParismyhusbandandIgottoenjoyour

honeymoon.WevisitedalotoplaceseventhePont

desArtsinPariswherethelovelockbridgeis

located.MnqobiandIgotourownlockwithour

initialsandlovemessageengravedonitandlocked

onthebridge.Therearelotoflocksonthebridge

andevenwiththatfactIcouldn’thelpbutwantto

haveoursthereamongthemanyothersthere.Then

MnqobibookedtheEiffelTowerforusoneevening

tohavedinnerwhilegazingatthemoon.Itwasa

beautifulnightindeedandwemadealotof

memories,wethenleftParisthatnighttospenda

dayatSaintPetersburginRussia,averybeautiful

townifyouaskmeandwouldn’tmindspendingmy

retirementyearsthere.Hetookmetoaballerina

concertthatwasthereanditwasmagicalwecame

backtoParisthenextday.SoallinallIenjoyedmy

honeymoonsomuch,wealsomadealotoflove

andmybodycanattesttothefactthatamnowan

addict.Wearenowsittingonthejetwaitingfortake

off,wearegoingbackhomeafterthelovey

honeymoonwehad.AmsittinginfrontofMnqobi



havingaglassonchampagnewhileheishavinga

glassofwhiskeyreadinganewspaper.Hekeeps

frowninglikewhathisreadingisreallybad,butI

won’tevenaskbecauseitwillonlyspoilmymood.

Whatstrangethoughallofasuddenhehidesthe

paperdiscreetlybehindhimlikehedoesn’twant

anyoneelsetoseeitthenlooksatmebutIpretend

nottobelooking.

Mnqobi:MyloveIwillleaveyouhereforafew

minutesIwanttomakesomecalls.Youcanorder

anythingyouwantforustoeatsinceweleft

withouteatingbreakfast.

Herumbleswhileamlookingathimlookingall

nervousforsomereasonandtryingtohideit.

Nokukhanya:It’sokaymylovegoIwillorder

breakfastforussolong.

Mnqobi:Thankyoulove

Hekissedmyforeheadandtakeshisphoneandthe

newspaperthenheadtothedirectionofthe

bedroominthejet.Iwonderwhatisinthatnews

paperthathedidn’twantmetosee,ImeanevenifI



canseeitIwon’tbeabletoreaditbecauseit’sin

FrenchbuthisparanoiamakeshimthinkthatIwill

miraculouslybeabletoreadit.Men!Alwayshiding

themoststupidthingsarg!Icalledtheflight

attendantandorderedourbreakfastandarefillof

myglasswhileIwait.

Mnqobi

Iwassittinginthejetwaitingfortakeoff,mylovely

wifeandIaregoingbackhome,amsittinginfront

ofherhavingaglassofwhiskeyreadingoneofthe

FrenchnewspaperswhenIcomeacrossdisturbing

news.Inthepaperalabassistantthatwashelping

thedoctorwithsomebloodswenttotheauthorities

afterthedeathofthedoctor.Theassistantsayshe

helpedthedoctorheandhiscolleaguetheyare

bothmedicalstudentsattheuniversityofFrance

andwereinterningatthehospitalwherethedoctor

worksattimes.Hesaysthedoctorcameinwith

somebloodsamplefromanoutsidepatientofhis



andaskthemtotestfordrugsandcheckoutother

abnormalitiesonthebloodbecausehebelieved

thathispatienthadthemostrarebloodtypeand

wantedtoconfirmit.Hegoestosaytheytestedthe

bloodandfoundthatitwasnotonlyrarebutit

didn’tlooklikehumanbloodatallunderthe

microscope.Hesayshercolleaguewenttogivethe

doctortheresultinhisprivatepracticeandwanted

toaskhimforconsenttocontinuedoingtestonthe

bloodbutshenevercamebackandlaterwasfound

deadatthedoctorsofficetogetherwiththedoctor.

Eventhoughislookedliketheydiedofaburstgas

hebelievedtheyweremurderedbecauseofthe

blood.Theguyisnowundertheprotectionofthe

authoritieswhiletheyInvestigatethemurderandtry

tofindthepatientthebloodwastakenfrom.After

readingthatIgotnervousandhidthenewspaper

behindmethenaskedmywifetoleaveherand

makesomecalls.Idon’tevenknowwhyIaskedher

insteadofjustgoingandmakingthecallsbutwhen

youarenervousyoucan’tthinkstraight.Iendedup

rumblingaboutbreakfastwhileIknewverywellif

shewashungryshewouldhaveorderedthefood



alreadybutIwasn’tthinking.Iwenttothejet

bedroomandclockedthedoorfromtheinsideand

calledmymen.

Convo

Man:Boss

Mnqobi:Isawthepaperfromtwodaysagowhy

didn’tyoutellmeaboutit?

Man:Wearetakingcareofitboss,wehave

contactedourguysontheinsidetogetus

informationonwherethisguyiskeptandwewill

takecareofit.

Mnqobi:YoubettermakesurethistimebecauseI

don’twantthisfollowingusbackhome.

Man:Iwillmakesureofitsir

Mnqobi:Youbetterorallofyouwillbefiredand

dead!

Ishoutedandcutthecall.Iwillnothavemywife

exposedlikethis,thesevultureswillhaveherfor

dinneriftheyarenotstoppedandIwillnothavemy

wifecapturedandmadealabratbytheFrench



officials.IpromisedtofixthisandIintendtokeep

thatpromise.

Pleaseshareanddon’tforgettogoonDreameand

follow.
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Zwelethu

ThefirstthingididwhenIgothomeIhireda

cleanertocleanthewholehousewhileIworemy

suitandwenttotheoffice.WhenIgotthereitwas

stillstandingatleast,clearlytheMDwasdoinga

goodjobinmyabsence,mysecretarycouldn’t

believethatIwaswalkingbuttotopitoffthatIwas



nicetoher.Itfeltgoodtoseeagenuinesmileon

someone’sfaceanditwasbecauseofme.Foronce

inalongtimepeoplegavemegenuinesmiles,my

MDwashappythatIwasbackandalsoreported

thathesecured3smallcontractsforuswhichwas

bigdealconsideringthatwehadnonewbusiness

beforeIleft.HethoughtIwasgoingtobeangryand

lashoutathimbutinsteadIsmiledandthanked

himforthegoodjobhewasdoing.Ofcoursehe

didn’tbelievethatIcomplimentedhimandkept

himselfreservedwhileshowingmethefinancials

waitingformetoexplodebutIwasgenuinelyhappy

abouttheprogressheandtheteammade.Because

ofthenewcontractswecanhavesomeoftheold

employeesbackiftheyhaven’tfoundjobsyet.On

mywayhomeIgottheinformationIneededfrom

myinvestigatorsoImadeaUturnandwenttothe

address.ItwasinKwaMashu,Ipulledupandwent

toknockonthedoorthenwaitedforsomeoneto

open.Afewminuteslaterthedooropenedand

revealedBanelewhowasshockedtoseeme

standingthere.



Zwelethu:GoodafternoonBanele...(Isaidand

watchedhimopenandclosehismouthwordsnot

comingoutandIsmiled)

Zwelethu:DoyouthinkIcouldcomeinforawhile?

Banele:Ofcoursecomein...(hemovesoutofthe

wayandIwalkedin.ThehouselookedcozyandI

likedthefeelingofhomeinit)

Banele:Momisstillatwork

Zwelethu:NotaproblemwecantalkwhileIwaitfor

her...(henodded,Ithinkhisstilltryingtoprocess

seeingmehereandwalking)Howisschool?

Banele:Schoolisokay,Ihadtochangeschools

whenwemoved,Ididn’tlikeitatfirstbutnowIhave

friendsandIenjoybeingatschool.

Zwelethu:That’sgoodboyandhowismom?

Banele:She’sokayandisworkingnow

Zwelethu:Sowhodoyoustaywithwhenyoucome

backfromschool?...(IhadtoaskbecauseIdidn’t

seeanadultsinceIgothereafewminutesago)

Banele:OhwithauntyDorashe’sattheback



hangingthewashing.

Zwelethu:Okaythen.

Banele:Areyouhealednow?ImeanthelasttimeI

sawyou,youcouldn’twalkortalk.

Zwelethu:Alothappenedsonandmostofityou

won’tunderstandbutIwantyoutoknowthatall

thathappenedtomewasbecauseofmyowndoing.

Banele:Whatdoyoumean?

Zwelethu:Iwasevilson,youmightnothave

witnesseditbecausetoyouIthoughtIwasa

perfectfatherandyousawaperfectfatherbutI

wasfarfromit.IhurtmywifebadlyandIhurtyour

sisterevenmoreandallthatleadtoGodpunishing

meandtakingmyabilitytowalkandtalk.

Banele:WhatdidyoudoforGodtoforgiveyou?

Zwelethu:IhadtoshowhimhowsorryIamforall

thatIhavedoneandheforgavemeandgavemea

secondchance.

Theycontinuedtalkingabouteverythingthat

happenedtohiminthetimethathewasnotthere.



Banelewashappytohavehisfatherbackand

Zwelethuwashappytobegivenachangetomake

amends.

Mnqobi

ThemomentwelandedinJoburgthecarwas

waitingforusandwedrovehome.Nokukhanyafell

asleeponthewayandIdidn’tblameherbecause

wedidalotofthingswhileinParisandRussia.

WhenwegotgothomeIpickedherupandshe

wokeupbutItoldhertosleepandshesnuggled

closetomeandsleepwhileIwalkedtoourroom

andplacedheronthebedthentookoffhershoes

andcoveredherthenwentyoutomystudyand

madeacalltoherfather.

Convo

Lani:Goodtohearfromyoucommander

Mnqobi:SameherGeneral

Lani:Goodhowsmydaughter?



Mnqobi:She’swellandasleepwejustgotback.

Lani:Iknowsomethingiswrongsogettoit

commander.

Mnqobi:Doyoustillhavetheguardsfollowingmy

wife?

Lani:Howdidyouknowthat?AndyesIdo

Mnqobi:Iwouldn’tbesuchagoodcommanderifI

didn’tknowpeoplewherefollowingmywifearound

General.

Lani:Goodpoint,didsomethinghappen?

Mnqobi:Yes,whileinParis....(Itoldeverythingthat

happened)

Lani:Wellamalsoshockedabouttheblood

becauseshe’sneverbeensickeversinceIfound

her,evenbackthenshefaintedbecauseofhunger

anddehydrationsotherewasnoneedforbloods.

ButsincethiscameoutIthinkwemusttakeextra

measurestoensurethatshe’ssafe.

Mnqobi:Amalreadyintheprocessoftakingcareof

thatandhopingnothingwillfollowushere.



Lani:AmalsohopingthetraildiesinParisbutIwill

contactmypeopleandseewhatIcando.

Mnqobi:AsmuchasIdon’tlikehavingyoutake

careofmywifeIappreciatethehelp.

Lani:Shewasmydaughterbeforeshewasyour

wifecommanderandthatwon’tchange.

Ilaughedatthatstatement,thelovethismanhas

forNokukhanyaisastonishing.

Mnqobi:ThankyouGeneral,let’skeepeachother

updated.

Lani:Verywellthen,greetmyprincessforme.

Mnqobi:Don’tyouthinkit’stimeyoufocuson

Sbonisonow?ImeanNokukhanyaisoldandismy

wife.

Lani:Don’ttellmewhattodowithmychildren

commander,anywaySbonisoisapupandis

strongerthanmyprincess.Byenowmywifeneeds

me.

Mnqobi:Okay

Icheckedonbusinessandeverythinglookgood



thenwentandcheckmyemailsandonecaughtmy

eyeandIopenedit.Icouldn’tbelievewhatIsaw,

Mandywenttotheauthoritiesafterthenewspaper

wasreleasedandrevealedthatheknewthedoctor

andthatshethinkssheknowswhotheblood

belongto.It’struesheknowshimbecauseshe

oncegotreallysickwhenshewaswithmeinParis

ononeofmytripsandIhadcalledthedoctorto

helpher.Nowthispieceofshitisusingthat

informationonme.That’sallmyguyscouldgetbut

whatpissesmeoffisthefactthattheydidn’tkeep

aneyeonMandyevenafterItoldthemtoandnow

wehavetwopeopletotakecareof,theinternand

Mandy.Thisisgettingmoreandmoremessybythe

minute.Iquicklysentwordtothegeneralandsat

backonmychairthinkingabouttheworstthat

couldhappen.IshouldhavekilledMandywhenI

hadthechanceandnowitmightbetoolate.Damn

Nokukhanyaandhergoodheart!Nowshemightbe

exposedbecauseofitandthesevultureswillgetto

herfasterthanIcanevensayprotectionbecause

that’showviscoustheyare!Damnit!Islammedmy

fistsonthetableinfrustration.



Pleaseshareandpleasedon’tforgettogoon

Dreameandjustfollow,Ionlyneed600followersto

getacontact,pleaseifyoufeelthestorycanmade

itasbookthengoandfollow.
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Nokukhanya

Ithasbeentwoweekssincewecomebackfrom

ourhoneymoon,wehavebeenlivinginDurbanbut

wedogotoJoburgtwiceaweeksothatMnqobi

cancheckonbusinessandworkwiththeForce.

Thingshavebeengoingreallywellforusasanew

coupleorshallIsayashusbandandwife.All



exceptmyhusbandandfatherwhohavebecome

moreparanoidthanever,puttingextrasecurity

aroundme,inmyofficebuildingandevenhereat

home.WhenIaskedthemthereasontheytoldme

thatitwasjustaprecaution.Likewhatkindof

threatistherethatcouldmakethemdoubledno

triplethesecurityaroundme?Becauseallofthis

extramanpowerwasaroundmeonlynotmyfamily

becausemomsaidthingsarenormalonherside.

Thatleadmetobelievethatthethreatisonme,

someonewasouttogetmeandthetwomost

importantmeninmylifeweretryingtokeepme

safeandprotectme.That’swhenIstopped

questioningandprotestingandsometimesdodging

mysecuritydetail.Wejustfinishedhaving

breakfastandhisgoingtodropmeatworktoday

thenhewillbemeetingwithmyfathertodiscuss

whateveritisthatgotthemthisclosesincewe

cameback.Webothwenttothegarageandhe

openthedooroftheA4formewhilehegotintothe

driver’sseat.Hepressedtheremoteforthegarage

doortoopenandwhenitdidIalmostgotblindedby

thelightsthatflashedbeforemyeyes.Onreflex



Mnqobidroveoutofthegarageandstoppedthen

wetookinthesceneinouryard.Thewholeyardis

surroundedbyjournalistflashingcamerasourway,

thesecurityguardswerehavingahardtime

keepingthemfromjumpingoverthewalls.

Narrated

NokukhanyaandMnqobisatinthecarinsilence

observingthesituationinfrontofthem.Mnqobi’s

heartwasbeatingfastasheknewthatonlyone

thingcouldhaveleadthevulturesashecalledthem

tohishome.Thetruthabouthiswife,Nokukhanya

ontheotherhandwasjustshockedtoseesomany

journalistsathergateandsometryingtojumpover

thewalltogetintotheyard.Somepeoplewhowere

goingtoworkevenstoppedtoseewhatwasgoing

on,someparkedtheircarsrightatherdrivewayand

gotouttoseewhatwashappening.Assoonasthe

garagedooropenedthejournaliststartedtaking

pictures.Mnqobigotoutofthecartoobservethe



situationbetterwhileNokukhanyawasstillseated

wonderingwhatwasgoingon.Journalistwere

shoutingquestionsatMnqobibutshecouldn’t

makeoutwhattheyweresayingbecausetheyall

spokeatthesametimemakingonehellofanoise.

Nokukhanyaopenedherdoorandthecameras

startedflashingherway.Shewalkedaroundand

stoodinthemiddleofheryardandwatchedas

journalistpushedthroughtheothersidesofthewall

landinginheryardsomeevenfallingwhilethey

climbedinbutdidn’tseemtomindthefallasthey

gotupmakingtheirwaytohershoutingquestions.

Journalist:MrsZuluisittruethatyouarenotfrom

thisworld?

Another:Isittruethatyouareanalien?

Another:Giveusaninsightonwhatyouaredoingin

ourworld?

Another:Doesyourhusbandknowthathemarried

someonefromoutofspace?

Another:Accordingtothenotesthatwerefoundin

thedoctorsofficethathandexaminedyouyour



bloodwasadministeredtoapatientofhisthatwas

inacomaforthepast18monthsbutafterreceiving

yourbloodheshowedsignsoflife.Whatisyour

takeonthat?

Another:Itistruethatyoukilledthedoctorandhis

colleaguetokeepyoursecret?

Another:Isittruethatyourbloodlookslikeblood

onlyontheoutsidebutunderamicroscopeitglows

likecrystal?

Another:Whatelsecanyourblooddo?

Another:Canyourbloodcurechronicdiseaselike

cancer,HIVandsoforth.

Another:Weheardyouhelppeoplespirituallybutis

itreallyspiritualoryouarejustusingyouralien

abilitiestofoolourkind?

AllofthesequestionswerethrownatNokukhanya

andshewasstartingtogetdizzyfromhearing

thesepeopletalkatthesometimeaskingher

questionsshehadnoanswersto.Mnqobiwas

tryingtogettoherbutitwasdifficulttodoso

becauseofallthepeoplethathaveinvadedtheir



homeaswellasthejournalistthathavetrespassed

andgottenintotheiryard.Thesecurityteamwas

havingahardtimekeepeveryoneoutwhilethe

othersgotthrough.Mnqobihadsentanemergency

smstoLanitocomeover.Thejournalistkept

askingquestionsandshovingthemicrophonesin

herfacewaitingforhertoanswer,theywerelike

beesmakingnoiceeachstationreporterwantingto

getclosertoher.Theyhadinvadedherpersonal

spaceotherspushingherfromthebackwhile

otherswhereinfrontandonhersides.Shecouldn’t

breathwithallthesepeoplearoundhershouting

andmakingherdizzy.Mnqobimanagedtopass

throughwithstruggleandgottenbehindherand

turnedheraroundforhertolookathim.Onceher

eyeslandedonhimhertearsmadetheirwayoutof

hersockets,shewasoverwhelmedanddidn’tknow

whattodoorhowtoreact.Thesituationwastoo

muchforher,Mnqobitriedtopushthroughandat

leastgetherintothegarageorthecarbuthe

couldn’tmoveasthejournalistwerepressedonhis

backtryingtogettohiswife.Gunshotswereheard

andthejournalistandpeoplewhoweretherewent



downtotakecover,whileotherswerestillfilming

tryingtogeteverylittledetailtheycanaboutwhat

wasgoingon.Lani,Gora,Grinder,Snakes,Poison

andButtonswereallstandingtherewiththeirguns

drawn.

Lani:Allofyougetthefuckout!!!

Heroaredscaringthepeoplearoundbutnotthe

journalist,theyareallaboutthestoryandtheywere

notleavingwithoutit.Somepeoplethoughdidjump

overtheyardandwentoutbuttheirdeparturedidn’t

makeanydifferencebecausealotmorestayed

behind.Moreshootingwasheard,screaming

resonatedaroundtheyardpeopletakingcover.

Gora:Wesaidleavenoworwestartshooting!!!

ShoutedGoraangervisibleofhisfacewhileGrinder

wasnotsayingawordbutshootingatsideofthe

houseatthosewhostillwantedtocomein.He

didn’tcareifhehadkilledorinjuredapersonhe

wasjustshootingwithSnakesandhisAnaconda

walkingaroundwithitsnatchingandbitingpeople

ashegoesalong.Itwasawholescene!When



Nokukhanyasawherfatherliftinghisguntostart

shoutingatthepeoplesheknewshehadtodo

somethingbecausepolicewerealreadytherenow

butalsostrugglingtogetthroughthepeopleto

evenmakeittowhereLaniandtheteamstood,in

frontofthegateontheside.Evenforthemgetting

inwasn’teasyastheyhadtoknockoutpeopleto

makewaytothegatesteppingoverthemmoving

throughuntiltheygottowheretheystood.Butthe

policehadaproblemasmorepeoplehadnow

gathered,notonlypoliceweretherebutserious

meninsuitsdrivingbigtintedcarswerethereas

welltalkingontheirearpiecescommunicatingwith

Godknowswho.Nokukhanyaknewthatifher

fatherstartedshootingthesepeopleallthatwillbe

caughtoncamerabecausethejournalistdidn’tstop

filmingthescene,shealsoknewthatallthiswill

turnintoamassacreandshecouldn’tlivewiththat.

Butthejournaliststartedaskingherquestions

aboutthemenshooting.Theywereasking

questionslike,

Journalist:MrsZuluarethesemenyourkind?



Another:WehaveknownMrNgcoboforsometime

nowbutwewouldn’tpasshimthathisalsooneof

yourown.Wouldyoucaretotellustherelationship

betweenyoutwobesidestheonewealreadyknow?

Another:whataboutthemenhiswith?Aretheypart

ofthearmyyoubuiltyourselfwhenyougottoour

worldoraretheypeopleyoucameherewith?

Journalist:GiveussomethingMrsZulubeforethe

authoritiestakeyouaway!

Another:Whatdoyouthinkofyourfuturerightnow?

Another:Whatwasyourplanwithourworldandour

kindwhenyoucamehere?

Another:Didyoucrashmaybesomethingwent

wrongwithyourspaceship?

Another:Whereisyourspaceshipnow?

Another:DidyoustartarelationshipwithMrZuluto

hideyouridentityordoyoureallylovehim.

Another:Yourweddingwastelevisedwasgetting

marriedtooneofourowninyourplans?

Another:Areyouevencapableoflove?Doesyour



kindloveatall?

Another:Canyourkindhavekidslikewedooryou

makethemsomeotherway?

Allthesequestionswerethrownatherwhilechaos

didn’tstoparoundheryard.Whenshewokeupshe

didn’tknowherdaywillturnoutthisway,ithasn’t

evenstartedforChristsake!Itwasonlymorning

butitfeltlikeshewasinanightmareunableto

wakeupfromit.Asthiscontinuedandseeingthe

angerinherfathersfaceNokukhanyastarted

heatingup,herhandsshookwithunimaginable

forceofpower,hereyesstartedglowing,weather

changedimmediatelyaswindpickedup,herbody

radiatedwavesofenergyandpowerthepeople

closedtoherstartedtofeelthemensedpower

radiatingfromhertheywantedtostepback

becausetheydidn’tknowwhatshewilldonext,

theybelievedshewasanalienandtheydidn’tknow

thepowershehad.Buttheycouldn’tstepbackthat

easyastherewerealotofotherpeoplebehind

them.Nokukhanya’sfeetstartedliftingoffthe

groundsparkleshowedwhereshestoodbutshe



wasn’tupintheairenoughforpeopletonoticeshe

wasfloating.Hereyeswereclosedandsheliftedup

fromthegroundslowlythesparklingunderneath

herfeetstartedspreadingallaroundsparkling

brighterandbrighterastheymovedalong.The

peoplecloseststartedtonoticethatshewasno

longerstandingonherowntwofeetbutwasnow

floating.

Journalist:MOVEOUTTHEALIENISFLOATING!!

SHE’SRELEASINGSPARKLESWITHHERFEET,

MOVEPEOPLEMOVE!!

Shoutedajournalistthatwasclosertoherbutonly

afewheardhimasthepeoplewerestilltalking

loudly.Whenshewashigherherfathersawherand

loweredhisgunlookingather.

Gora:Itoldyoushewasawitchalongtimeagobut

youneverbelievedmeyoumoron!!

ShoutedGoraatLaniabitscaredbuthewasglad

hewasnotclosetothewitchthistime,hehad

enoughthelasttimeandwasnotwillingtoput

himselfinthatsituationagain.Lanicouldn’tanswer,



hewasshockedaboutwhatwashappening,he

knewofherpowersbutdidn’tknowtowhichextent

theywent.Thesparklinghadnowgoneoverthe

yardspreadingfastnowpeoplecouldn’tseewhere

isended.Eventheplacestheystoodnowwere

sparklingnooneunderstoodwhatwasgoingand

thatrosethetalksamongthepeople.Theywere

nowlouderthantheywerebefore,once

Nokukhanyawashighenoughthatshewaslooking

atpeoplefromabithigherupsheopenedhereyes

whichwerenowaswhiteassnowherhairhadalso

nowgrownlongerandwhitelikeaoldwhitewitch’s

hair.Sheopenedherarmsandstretchedthemwide

andletoutapiercingscreamthatsoundedloudand

washeardfromthefarpartsofDurban.

Nokukhanya:Aaaah!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Tobecontinued...

Don’tforgettoshareandgofollowonDreameI

needyou.
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Nokukhanya

Narrated

TheLighthasspreadallthewaytotheoutskirtsof

Durban,everywhereittoucheditleftamark,those

whoweresickimmediatelygotbetter,thosewho

losthopegotitbackandwerelookingforwardtoa

newday.Thosewithwhothoughttheycouldn’tgo

onanymoresuddenlygotnewhope,new

determinationandthosewho’sheartswerehard

anddarksawthelightandthepaintheyhadcaused

whichmadethemwanttochangetheirways.The



lightthatspreadthroughleftnothingbutpeaceand

harmonyamongstthepeopleittouched.The

journalistsnowhadnoquestionstoaskbutone,

whatweretheydoingthereinthefirstplace.The

meninsuitsaskedthemselvesifthemtakingherto

belockedupandexperimentedonwasworthit.It

wasquietnowwiththelightglowingbrightlyatthe

people’sfeet.Theywereatpeace,cameramenhad

droppedthemthemomentthelightreachedthem.

Thepeopleinandoutsideheryardwerenowjust

lookingupatherlikechildrenwaitingfortheir

mothertogivethemordersonwhattodo.

Nokukhanyalookedatthepeoplebelowandspoke

andalowandsoothingvoicebuteveryonecould

hearhersurprisingly.

Nokukhanya:Mypeople,itisIMarymotherof

Jesus,itsaddensmetoseeyoulikethis,your

fatherinheavenhasdoneenoughforyoubuteach

timeyourepaidhiskindnesswithnothingbut

cruelty.Youarealuckyyetflawedoneofhis

species,luckybecausehelovesyousoandgives

youmorechancesthanyoudeserve.Flawed



becauseyouarethemostcruelofallhisspecies.

HesentMosestoEgypttofreehispeoplebutwhat

didhedointheend?Hetookthepowerhewas

givenanduseditathisownwillthatiswhyhe

neversawthepromisedland.Thenhesentyouhis

onlyson,onethatheentrustedmewithtocarryand

bringintothisworldbutwhatdidyoudo?Youkilled

himevenafteryouallsawwhathecoulddo,yes

deathwashisfaithintheend,heknewittoo,death

wasthefaithofanyonewhowouldhave

volunteeredtocomeandsaveyou.Yourfatherheld

ameetandshowedtheangelsandhisguardians

wherehewantedoneofthemtogoandwhattheir

faithwillbe.Whentheysawthebloodandcrueltyof

youpeoplenoneofthemwantedtocomebutone,

hisonlysonJesusandheremindedyouofthelove

yourfatherinheavenhadforallofyou.Hehealed

thesick,thecrippledwalked,thedeafgaintheir

hearingandtheblindgainedtheireyesight,the

drunkardsstoppeddrinkingandthethieves

changed.Yetyoustillkilledhim.Isentyoua

protector,ahealerandmostimportantlyamother

butwhatdidyoupeopledoyoukilledherbecause



shecouldn’tforgivethecrueltyofoneofher

childrenandsawitfitthathewastobepunished

forhisbadways.Butwhatdidthechilddowhenhe

didn’tgethisway?Hekilledher.ThenIsend

anotherdaughterofmine,yourkinddidn’tevenlet

hergrowintoafullhumanbecausethosewho

couldseesawthattheywilllosetheirevilwaysif

theyweretolethergrowupandrecognizeher

powerssotheykilledher.Nowthisone,shedid

noneofyourwrongbutbecausehermerebloodis

differentthanyoursyouwanttocrucifyher.Your

speciesisunforgivingandcruel,yourhearthold

onlylittleloveandalotofenvy,jealousyandhate.

Allthosethingswerenotwhatyourfatherwanted

foryourbutbecauseyouareflawedthisishowyou

turnedout.ButIhavehadenough,youarenottokill

thisoneforshe’sbeyondprotected,toyournews

papersandtelevisionsyouaretoacknowledgethe

existenceofasaviorsendfromabovetoheal,to

bringluck,toperformmiraclesallinthenameof

yourfather.Thosewhodon’thavejobswillhave

somethingbetteraftermeetingher,thosewhoare

sickwillgetbetteraftermeetingherbutonlythose



who’stimeisnotyetherefortojointheirfatherin

heavenwilllivebutthosewho’spurposehasbeen

servedwilljointheirfather.Itwillhurtyesbutyou

shallnotblameyourprotectorforshehasnopower

overwhatyourfatherinheavenhasmade.His

decisionsarefinallyandifevenafterpleadingwith

himheseesnoreasonforyourlovedonetolivehe

willtakethemfromyou.Hedidsayinhiswordthat

thisplaceisnotyourpermanenthomeandthat

yourhomeiswithhiminheaven.Hesaidyourflesh

andboneswillremaininthisworldbecausethey

areofthisworldbutwhatmadeyouhuman,your

soulwillgobacktohimandliveinaplacewhere

thereisnoheartacheandpain,nohungerandgreed,

nosicknessanddeath.Youwillbeinpeaceandlive

aninternallifewithhimbyyourside.Nowgoout

thereandtellthepeopleoftheloveyourfatherin

heavenhasforallofyou,tellthemofyetanother

gifthehassentyou,aprophetandangelfromup

above.Shewillbelivingamongyouashumanjust

likeJesusdidbutwhenherpurposeisfullfilledshe

shallgoandjoinherfatherinheaven.Gowellnow

mychildrenalliswell,maythepeaceandloveof



Godbewithall.

Shefinishedandstillfloatingabovethemglowing

likeanangelthatshewas,thepeoplepackedup

theirthingsandonebyoneleftheryardfeeling

contentwithwhattheyhadheardandseen.When

thelastpersonleftshecamedownlookingather

father,herhusbandandthepeoplethatwere

packedonheryardinjured.Whenherfeettouched

thegroundMnqobiwalkedherwayaswellasLani

butshestoppedthemasshewalkedtowardsthe

injured,theywerealllookingatherinwonderanda

littlefearintheireyes.Whenshegottothemshe

touchedeachoneofthemwheretheirinjurieswere

andtheywereimmediatelyhealedwiththeir

woundsclosingandpainleavingtheirbodies.They

allstoodwhenshewasdoneandbowedtheir

headsbeforeherandthankedherforherkindness

andmercyshowntothemevenaftertheyhad

invadedherprivacy.Sheonlyansweredandtold

themthatthisiswhatshewascalledtodoandthey

neednottothankherforallthethanksandpraises



aretobesenttotheirfatherinheaveninthename

ofhissonJesusChrist.Thepeopleleftandthe

glowvanishbutherhairremainedlongandwhite

assnow.Shethenturnedtoherfamilyandsmiled

atthem.

Nokukhanya:Thankyouforallthesupportyouhave

givenmetoday.

Mnqobi:Noneedtothanksusweallloveyouand

woulddojustaboutanythingforyou.

Gora:SpeakforyourselfIwantnothingtodowith

her.

Nokukhanya:ButyouaremyfavoriteuncleandI

loveyou.

Gora:Amnotrelatedtowitchesorangelsor

whateverthehellyouareuzodlalelakudenami

wenangane...(youwillstayawayfrommechild)he

saidseriously

Lani:HawuGorayhiniushukelawakhousuphezulu

ngaleyondlela.UngakhathazekiwenaBafoukhona

uNokukhanyalouzokwelapha...(Gorawhatisit?

Areyoursugarlevelsthathigh?Don’tworrybrother



Nokukhanyaishereshewillhealyou)saidLaniwith

asmirkonhisface.

Gora:Usuzangomlomowenangiyabonawena

nganengithedlalelakudenoMbusoangidinge

kulatshwamina..futhingilambile

emvakwaloku...(youaretalkingshitnowIsee,child

IsaidstayawayfromMbusoIdon’tneedtobe

healed...youknowwhatamhungrynowafterallthis)

Nokukhanyasmiledathimsweetlyshakingher

head,she’sgottenusedtoGoraandhisbehaviorby

now.

Nokukhanya:Amsureeveryoneherecoulddowith

somethingtoeatandIdon’tthinkanyofuswillbe

goingtoworktodaysowhydon’twegetinside

whileImakesomethingforeveryonetoeat.

Mnqobi:Thatsoundslovelymylove.

Lani:YesIwouldlikethatbabyIhaven’tspenttime

withyousincetheweddingnowismychance.

Gora:Khulumelanininamadodathinabesingafuni

kuzalakodwaumasizohlaasizuphekelwawuwe.

WenacommanderMnqobikhiphainyama



siyibelekeemalahleniungawulibaliubhiya

lapho...(speakforyourselvesmenwedidn’twantto

comeherebutsincewehereyouwillnotcookfor

us.YoucommanderMnqobitakeoutthemeatand

let’sbraaianddon’tforgetbeer)everyonelaughed

astheymovedgoingtothebackyardpreparingfor

abraai.Laniwentinsidetohisdaughterandfound

herinthekitchenboilingwaterforpapassheknew

themenoutsidelikeitbetterthansaladswhenthey

braai.

Lani:Mybeautifulprincess

Nokukhanya:Daddy

Theyhuggedeachotherthenpulledback.

Lani:Pleasetellmethatwasthelastofthehard

timesforyou,babyyouhavebeenthroughalotand

it’stimeforyoutobehappynow.YesIheardthat

yourpurposeinthislifeisforyoutohealandhelp

peoplejustlikeyoubeendoingbutnowsincethe

journalistwillpublishyourstorytomorrowyouwill

havemoreonyourplate.Youwillevenhavepeople

whowillcometoyoujusttotestyoubutthroughall



thatIwantyoutoenjoyyourmarriageandgiveme

grandchildrensoon.Youareallowedtohave

childrenright?

Nokukhanya:YesfatherIam,amnotlikeJesusyou

knowandmypowersarenothingcomparetohis.

Amheretohelppeoplebutalsotoliveafulllifelike

anyotherhumanbeing.Imightbesofterthanan

averagehumanandforgiveeventhemosthorrible

ofthingsbutdon’tforgetamstillyourlittlegirlandI

havedreamslikeanyotherhuman.Goalstooand

mostofthemweremadepossiblebyyoutheday

yousavedmeonthatroad.

Lani:DoesthatmeanyouwillforgiveZwelethutoo?

Nokukhanya:YesIwill,hehasbeenpunished

enoughandisnowtryingtogethislifebackon

track.Whathedidtomeandmymotherhurtbut

todayIunderstandthatwasawayoralessonfor

metolearnthathumanbeingsaredifferentand

theycandoalotofthingsthatwillmakeusresent

them.Zwelethuhurtmemorewordscanexplainbut

onethingthatwillhelpmeletgoandsetmeapart

fromanaveragehumanismyabilitytoforgivehim.



Lani:IadmireyouforthatmyprincessIdobutas

youknowyourfatherisnotlikeyouandjust

becauseyouwillforgivehimitdoesn’tmeanIwill

too.Iwillstillhatehimforwhathedidtoyouandno

amountofsorrieswillchangethat.

Nokukhanya:IknowthatdaddyandIwouldn’twant

tochangeyoubecauseyouareperfectjusttheway

youare.MostimportantlyIloveyoumorethan

anythinginthisworld.

Mnqobi:Haibowhataboutmethen?

Saidmyhusbandcomingintothekitchenpulling

meawayfrommydad.MydadfrownedandIsmile

athim.

Nokukhanya:TheloveIhaveforyoumyhusbandis

differentfromtheoneIhaveformyfatherand

daddylosethefrownhewillnevertakemeaway

fromyou.

Mnqobi:ButIdid,Imarriedyouandtookyouaway.

Lani:UyadinayaziMnqobi...(youaresoannoying

Mnqobi.



Grinder:GorasaysImusttellyouthatifyoustill

wanthiminyourhouseyouwillleaveyourwitchof

awifeandgojoinusoutside.

Mnqobi:Tellhimtoleavethen

Grinder:Amnotamessengerdoityourself

Mnqobi:ButyoudeliveredGora’smessage

Grinder:YesbecauseIwascomingheretogetbeer

Lani:AndyouarealsogoingoutsidetojoinGora

deliverthemessage.

Grinder:Youcrazyjustbecauseamgaydoesn’t

mean...(hestoppedhimselfwhenherealizedthat

hejustconfessedtobeinggay.LaniandMnqobi

werelookingathimwiththeirmouthshangopen)

Lani:Waitwhat?

Grinderdidn’tanswerhejustturnedaroundandleft

thekitchen.LeavingMnqobiandLanistillinadaze

tryingtoprocesswhathejustsaid.

Pleasedon’tforgettogivemeyoursupporton



Dreameaswell.Thelightwillbeendingwiththe

next4insertsandIwillbestartingwithanother

storytitled“Caged”
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Lani

MnqobiandIstoodinthekitchenlookinglikewet

dogsafterGrinderleftus,Nokukhanyaislaughing

whichmakesmeautomaticallythinkthathewas

joking.Thereisnowayhisgay!WhyamIeven

thinkingaboutitbecauseiknowGrinderandIhave

knownhimforyearsnowandhisbeendating

women.SowhydidhesaythatandwhyamI

freakedout?OkayIneedtopullmyselftogetherand

goaskhim.



Mnqobi:Arewegoingtoaskhimorwhat?

Lani:HisnotyourfriendhisminesoIwillaskhim

youstay!

IsaytohimbutthenagainhowdoIaskhim.

Lani:YouknowwhatIchangedmymindyouask

himlet’sgo.

Mnqobi:Noyousaidhisyourfriendyouwillask

andyoutoldmetostayremember?

IdidbutamnotabouttogoaskGrinderthat,gayor

nothisstilloneofthemostdangerousguysIknow

afterGora.

Lani:No!AmtheGeneralandasyourbossI

commandyoutogoaskhim.

Mnqobi:No!Thisisnotworkrelatedsogo!

Mybabyburstsoutlaughingandwelookather.

Nokukhanya:Doyouguyshavetoactlikekids?

Lani:Amnotjustyourhusbanddoesn’tlisten.

Mnqobi:No!Ididlistenwhenyoutoldmetostay

andyougo.



Lani:Finewegotogetherbecauseweheardit

together.

Nokukhanya:Butdaddythatisevenmorechildish.

Shesayslaughing,shedoesn’tunderstandwhatam

goingthroughhere,thismyfriendandIhaveknown

himforyearsbuthimbeinggayisstillscaryevenif

hewasjoking.

Lani:Idon’tcare!Mnqobiletsgo

Hegetsupandweheadtothebackofthehouse,

theguysarealreadydrinkingwhiletheybraai.

MnqobiandItakebeersandsitoncampchairs,we

keeplookingatGrinderbuthedoesn’teven

acknowledgeus.WelookateachotherandInudge

himandpointwithmyheadforhimtotalkbuthe

shakeshisbigheadsayingno.Arg!Hisbeingagirl

aboutthisnow!

Lani:Grinder

Icallhimbutheignoresme

Lani:Grinder!

Icallagainabitlouderthistimebuthestillignores



me.Amgettingirritatedbecausehisdoingiton

purpose!

Lani:Grinderamcallingyou!

IsaylouderandeveryonelooksatmeGrindertoo

butIcantellhisirritated.

Grinder:JesusLani!IheardyouthefirsttimeandI

ignoredyouonpurposegetthehint.

Gora:Whyareyougirlsfightingnow?

MnqobiburstsoutlaughingatwhatGorasaid,his

likereallylaughingholdinghisstomachwithtears

inhiseyes.IwanttobeangryatGrinderbutIcan’t

withhimlaughinglikethat.Igiveupandendup

joiningtoobecauseeveryoneislaughingexceptfor

GrinderandI.

Lani:YaziGorauyadelelakodwandoda...(youknow

Gorayoudisrespectfulman)

Gora:WhatshouldIdowhenyouguysjuststart

fightinglikegirls?

MxmamnevergoingtowinthissoImightaswell

stop.



Snakes:Whatareyoufightingaboutanyway?

AskedSnakesnotevenlookingatus.

Grinder:HewantstoaskifIwasseriouswhenI

saidIwasgay!

Poison:Oh

Hesaysandtheothersdon’tevenseemtoworry

it’slikeeveryoneknew.

Grinder:Youknow?

Poison:Yeahwellyourboyfriendisnotexactlyquiet

duringsex.

Mnqobi:Whatthehell!!!Yousawthem!

Hishorrifiedandamhorrifiedasheis!

Poison:NobutIheardthem,Grinderistheonlyone

ofuswhocooksandIhavekeystohishouseso

whenIgottheretheywerebusyandhewasmaking

somuchnoisetheydidn’tevenhearmegoinand

outwiththefood.

Hisnasty!IwouldhavejustleftwhenIheadthe

soundsbutnohestayedandevengotthefoodhe



wentfor.

Grinder:HowdidyouknowSnakes?

Snakes:Isawyoutwoatthecabin,youknowvery

wellthatIgothereforcampingandlettingmybaby

bondwithnature.

Whatthehell?Thesepeopleknewandtheydidn’t

tellme?Okaymaybeitwasnottheirplacetosay

buttheyknew!

Grinder:Clearlyaman’slifeisnotprivatewiththe

cobras

Lani:Istillwanttoknowwhywasn’tItold?Andwhy

areyousoquietGora?Weallknowyoulikethings

butnowyouquiet.

Gora:Ihavebeenthemanagerformonthsnow.

Lani:Manager?

Gora:It’sneedtoknowbutyesIknewbeforeanyof

you.

Lani:Youtoldthisbigmouthfirstandnotme!

HowdoeshetrustGoramorethanme?



Grinder:Wellitwasnotacompetitionofwhoknows

firstbutyeaItoldthebigmouthonlybecauseyou

arenotapproachable.

Lani:ButIamwhenyouwanttosayshit?

Grinder:That’sdifferent

Lani:How?

Sagecomesoutandgreets,Grindergetsupand

kisseshimontheforeheadandthat’sallI

remember.IwasshockedIdon’tknowwhat

happenedbutthat’sallIrememberbeforewaking

uponthespareroom.Igotoutandfollowedthe

noise,itsoundslikethere’smorepeoplethanIleft.

Mywifeseesmefirstandrushedtome.

Thembeka:Mapholobaareyouokay?

She’saskswithworryvisibleinhereyes.

Lani:AmfineMaZwide

Thambeka:Butyoufaintedbaba

Lani:IknowMaZwideIwasjustshockedthat’sall.

Ipulledhertosit,thereisdefinitelymorepeople



here,Nhlakaniphoishere,Buhle,Sagetheyareall

here.

Lani:MaZwidecanyoupleasegetmefood

mkami..(mywife)

Shegetsupandgoestothekitchen

Grinder:Sothecowardisbackfromthedead.

Lani:AnyonegoesthroughshockGrinderthat

doesn’tmakethemcowards.

Theyalllaughatme,eventheonesthatwerenot

herewhenIfainted,amsuretheytoldthemjustto

teaseme.

Gora:Yourshockisridiculousman,youdon’tfaint

withallthethingswesee,notevenwhenyourlittle

witchstartsperformingherwitchcraftindaylight

flyingwithnobroomyoudon’tgetshockedmare

Grinderkisseshisboyfriendandyoudie.Uweak

sani...(youweakboy)

TheylaughagainandIhavenocomeback,Ididn’t

expectitso..Idon’tknowman!

Lani:UngazohlanyalakwamiwenaGora...(don’t



comeandbecrazyinmyhouseGora)

Mnqobi:Ithinkthisfaintingaffectedyoumorethan

wethoughtfatherinlaw,thisismyhousenotyours.

GrinderchucklesandIjustshakemyheadbecause

itdoesn’tseemliketheyaregoingtostopdissing

meanytimesoon.

Lani:SoNhlakaniphowabambhaumlungukaGora

njeyhini...(soNhlakaniphowhatswithyou

touchingGora’swhitewoman?)

Gora:Ohoawaziluthowenandodawangishiya

wakhethalocheeseboykunaminamikengahlehla

ngizokwenzenjani)....ohyoudon’tknowman,this

oneleftmeandchosethischeeseboyovermeand

Isteppedaside,whatcanIdo?)

GorasaysandIlaughed.Hereallydidlikethegirl

butIthinkhedidn’twanttofightNhlakaniphoOver

her.Iknowthisbecausehewasnottheplayful

Goraweknowwhenshewasadmittedtothe

hospitalafterthatYuinnincident.

Lani:Xolandoda...(amsorryman)



Gora:Sorryforwhat?Don’tbesorryformemanam

fine!

Nhlakanipho:AmsorryGora,youlosesomeyou

gainsome.

Gora:Nowyoulosingrespect,didyouforgetmy

slapsfromthefirsttimewemet?

Nhlakanipho:WhatdidIdonow?Mnqobi..

Mnqobi:Hayiangizingeni...(noamnotgetting

involved)

WelaughedatthehorrifiedfaceNhlakaniphomade.

Gora:Bayahlonishwaabantuabadala(eldersare

respected)

HesaysandSageshakeshisheadandIdon’twant

toknowwhathisthinkingandIdon’twantanyone

toentertainhimbecausehewon’tstoptalking.My

babygetsourattentionandwequietdownandlook

ather.

Nokukhanya:Alothashappenedovertheyears,

someofthethingwereverypainful,welostsome

peopleandwegainedsome.Whatamtryingtosay



itthatIamgratefulforallthathashappenedinthe

pastforitgainedmeyou,allofyouandamgrateful

toeachoneofyoubecauseIknowthatonewayor

theotherallofyouhereplayedsomeroleinthe

personthatIamtodayandforthatIthankyou.It’s

nicetoloveandbelovedback.Toloveandfamily!!

Weallraisedoutglassestoastingtoloveandfamily.

Shehasreallygrownandamproudtocallhermine.

Pleasedon’tforgettocheckCagedbyhim
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1yearlater



Nokukhanya

Thepastyearhasbeenverybusyforeveryone,

SageandGrinderarenowopenlydatingandthey

aresomuchinloveyoucan’thelpbutenvythem.

BuhleandNhlakaniphoareengagedandshehas

problemswithourmotherinlaw,shedoesn’tlike

heraswell,Idon’tknowifit’sbecauseshe’smy

friendorwhatbuttheyarehappytogether.Gorais

datingmymarketingmanagerCecileawhite

womanlikehealwayswantedbuttheissueisthat

hecan’tdealwithhowclingysheissohisalways

complaining.Ithinkthecomplaintsarejustawayto

bragbecausethesmileonhisfaceeverytime

Cecileisaroundcan’tbemistakenforirritationor

boredom.TurnsoutuncleSnakesisintoolder

womenlikethose50yearoldswithabodyofa26

yearold,hisdatingonebutneverwantstoshare

anythingabouther,Poisondecidedtotravelthe

worldbuttheonlywaytogetmyfathertolethimgo

wasbyagreeingtocheckoneachandeverybranch

oftheorganizationandfixwhateverneedstobe



fixed.Sohisonaworktravelkindofthing,Buttons

isdatingachubbycolouredwomanfromCape

Townsincehisalwaysthatsidewiththeboysat

leastthat’swhatmydadsays.Momisexpecting

anotherchildinaweek,she’sbeenangrysinceshe

foundout,shesaysshe’soldtobeamotherand

blamesmydadforit.Shesaysifthechildisborn

withdisabilitiesitwillbehisfault.Sbonisois

excitedaboutthenewadditionandsoismydadbut

heisonlyallowedtobehappywhenmomisnot

around.WelltodayammeetingwithZwelethuwho’s

beenaskingforameetingsincelastyearbutIjust

neverhadthetime.Sincethereleaseofwhathad

happenedthatfaithfuldaymylifehadbeenthelife

ofthepeople.Peoplecomefromalloverwith

problemsthatsometimesIfeellikewhatGodhas

givenmeismorethanIcanhandlebutthatthought

soonvanishedasIseepeopleleavemyofficewith

anewhopeandasmileontheirfaces,whenthose

thatIhavehelpedalreadycomewithgratitudeand

renewedfaithinGod.It’soneofthemostfulfilling

feelingsever,thispastyearIhavemanagedtobuilt

4orphanagesand3homelesssheltersand



employedovera100peopletoworkonthem,from

themaintenancepeople,cooks,cleaners,care

giversandgardeners.Imustsaythingsarelooking

goodsofar,ohthefoodprogramwestartedawhile

backhasalsoexpandedandnowwearefeeding

morethan80disadvantagedhomes.Buhle

managesthatprojectwhileSagemanagesthepeer

educationprojectthateducateyoungpeoplein

schoolonlikeskills,wealsoprovidethemwith

schooluniformsandshoes.Sagerecentlygot

fundingfromthedepartmentofeducationfor

holidayprogramstokeeptheseyoungpeople

occupiedandawayfromthelifeofcrime.Sage

makessurethatthereisaprofessionaleveryweek

tocomeandgiveamotivationtotheyouth.From

musicians,doctors,actors,artistsyounameitSage

getsitdone.Don’taskhowbecauseIalsodon’t

know,butitthekidsseemtoenjoyitandtheylook

forwardtowhoeveriscomingeachweek.Youknow

whatamfocusingonsoIdon’thavetotellyou

aboutit.IstruggledgettingupuntilIgottiredand

satthere.Myhusbandcomesinandseestheway

amsittingandjustshakeshishead.



Mnqobi:Whereareyougoingmydearwife?

Nokukhanya:Iwastryingtocomeandfindyou

Mnqobi:ButIleftthephonenexttoyousothatyou

cancallmewhenyouneedme.

Nokukhanya:IknowIjustdon’tlikeitwhenyoudo

everythingforme.

Mnqobi:NokukhanyaZuluifIdon’tdoeverything

foryouwhoamIsupposedtodothemfor?

Nokukhanya:Well...

Mnqobi:Nomamakheyouare8monthspregnant

andthedoctortoldyoutorestbutyoudon’tlisten.

Nokukhanya:FinethenIwillrestdownstairs.

Mnqobi:Whynothere?

Nokukhanya:WeareexpectingZwelethuremember.

Mnqobi:Amnotexpectingthatmantheonlyperson

amexpectingisyourfatherwhowillbehereany

momentnow.

Nokukhanya:Didyoucallhimbecauseyoualso

knowhehatesZwelethuandthatyouwanta



partnerincrime?

Mnqobi:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutmy

love.Wearejustmeetinglikeweusedto.

Nokukhanya:Ifyousayso

Mnqobi:IdoandIdon’tlikethatyouareaccusing

meofconspiracy.

Nokukhanya:Itdoesn’tmatterhowmanybig

Englishwordsyouusetojustifythisitwon’tchange

yourmotivesthough.

Helaughsaswewalkeddowntheflightofstairs

withhimtryingtoconvincemethatmyfather

comingherewasmerelyacoincidencebutIknow

better.ThosetwohateZwelethuIwishIcanchange

theirmindsbutthepainZwelethucausedmeisstill

freshintheirminds.Thatmakesmebelieveitwhen

theysayitiseasyfortheonewho’sbeenhurtto

forgivethosewhohurtthembutit’sdifficultfor

thosewhosawthepaincauseduntothemandsaw

hertearstoforgivethoseresponsibleforit.He

helpsmesitonthecouchandelevatemyfeetto

reducetheswelling.Iwantthisbabyoutofmenow



sothatIcanseewhathe/sheisorwhathewould

looklike.Wehavetriedmanytimestoseethe

genderbutthisZulubabyisalwayssittingin

positionsthathidehisgender.Theworsepartis

thatIshallnothavemywishofawaterbirth

becauseapparentlyZuluchildrenarebornashome

wheretheirumbilicalcordwillalsobeburied.Idon’t

mindgoingtherebutbeingaroundanegative

personsuchasmymotherinlawreallydoesbring

onesspiritdown.ButIamlookingforwardtoseeing

Babalwaagain.Aknockcomesthroughandmy

husbandgoesandopenedthedoor.Hecomesback

withZwelethu.

Zwelethu:Greetings

HisnotaloneBaneleiswithhimandforthefirst

timehisbehavinglikeachildbesidehim.Hishead

ishanginglow,hiseyesanalyzingthethepattens

thetilesonthefloortake.

Nokukhanya:Greetings,youmayhaveaseat.

Zwelethu:Thankyou

Hesaddown



Nokukhanya:CanIofferyousomethingtodrink

maybe?

Zwelethu:Noyouseat,yourconditiondoesn’tallow

youtomovearoundmuch.

Nokukhanya:Myhusbandwouldgetthedrinks.

Mnqobi:NoIwon’t

Hesaidandleftthelounge,IwonderwhatIam

goingtodowithhim.

Zwelethu:It’sokayKhanyaIwillgetdowntoit...

BeforehecouldsaymorethedoorbellrangandI

knowforafactthatit’smydadatthedoor.My

husbandansweredandtheycometothelounge

laughingmydadkeepsquietthemomenthiseyes

landonZwelethu.

Nokukhanya:Daddy

IsawZwelethuwincebeforecomposinghimselfas

ifnothinghappened.Mydadhugsmethensitsnext

tome.

Lani:Ufunanilanawena...(whatareyoudoinghere)



Nokukhanya:Daddy,nohismyguest.

Lani:Oho

Zwelethu:Youdon’tknowhowmuchithurtsme

hearingyoucallanothermanfather,butI

understandwhereyouarecomingfromandnow

thatambackonmysensesitdoesn’thurtanyless

knowingthatamthecauseofallthis.

Ikeepquietsodoesmydadbutheglaresathim.

Sohecontinues.

Zwelethu:Baneleherehassomethingtosaybefore

Ido...(heturnedtolookatBanelewhoitthinknow

knowsthepatternsofmycarpetbyheartnow)

Banele:SisiNokukhanya,Iwouldliketoapologize

forallthebadthingsIsaidtoyoubefore.Asmy

elderandmysisterIhadnorighttosaythose

thingsandforthatIapologize.

Hesaidthatnotonceliftinghisheadtolookatme.

Nokukhanya:Mistakesareawayoflifeand

learningfromthemandacknowledgingthemis

whatmakesyoudifferent.Thankyouforathe



apologyandIforgiveyou.

Helookedatmethenquicklylookbackdown.

Zwelethu:Formeit’sdifferent,amnotheretoask

foryourforgivenessbuttosimplyaskforachance

tobeafathertoyouagain.Yourforgivenesswill

thendependonmyactionsandifIamstillnotthe

manyouwillbeproudtocallfatherlikeyoudohim

bytheendofthisyearthenIwillsimplystepaside

andletyoube.

Nokukhanya:Wellsaidbutyoumessedupwhen

youbroughtmydadintoit,thisisnotacompetition

forfatheroftheyearbecauseifthatwasthecase

thenhewouldsurelywin.Iwillgiveyouthechance

youseekofbutifyouplanoncompetingwithmy

fatherthenyoucanleave.

Zwelethu:Nothat’snotwhatamsaying,asIsaid

beforeithurtsthatyoucallhimfatherandIwishto

havewhathedoes.ThereisnocompetitionIknow

andamsorryifyetagainIfailatmyattemptto

makethingsright.Iappreciatethechanceyouare

givingme.



Lani:Iwishshewasn’tjustsoyouknowIhateyou

andIdon’twanttoseeyounearmydaughter.Her

wishesaretogiveyouachancebutmineareto

keepyouasfarawayasIcanfromherandforyour

informationIwilldoanythinginmypowertomake

sureyoufailtillyougiveup.

Nokukhanya:Dad!

Lani:Noprincess!Idon’tneedyourpermissionto

protectyouevenfromhimespeciallyfromhim.You

giveachancebutIwillnotmakeiteasyforhim.

Hesaidandkeptmymouthshutbecausehismy

fatherandhisspokenIhavenothingtoadd.
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TwoWeekslater



Nokukhanya

Smangele:Vulalemilenzewena!Yhiniufuna

ukubulalaumzukuluwami?...(opentheselegs!

Whatisit,doyouwanttokillmygrandchild?

Babalwa:HawuthuleSmangele...(shutup

Smangele)

Smangele:Ngithulelanilonondindwaezobulala

inganeyaMnqobiingekazalwa?...(whywouldIbe

quietwhenthisharlotisgoingtokillMnqobi’schild

beforeit’sevenborn!)

Babalwa:Wenaubonaunindindwakodwawuwe

ohambaphambili!Futhiphumalalokungcola

kwakhoyikoekubangelalenganeingazi...(yousee

harlotsyetyouarethebiggestoneofthemall!Just

getoutofherebecauseyourevilwaysarethe

reasonthisbabyhasnotbeenbornyet)

Smangele:Ngakeuzukubonelokho!Ufuna

ukwenzanihuhBabalwa?Uzoyibulalangokwakho



yhinilengane?...(thatwillneverhappen!Whatdo

youwanttodohuhBabalwa?Youwanttokillthis

child?)

AminpainattheZuluhomesteadandaminlabor

abouttogivebirthbutthebabyisnotcoming,it’s

beenmorethan9hourssincethelaborpains

startedandthesetwohavebeenatitsince.They

don’tagreeonanythingmakingmyheadspin,am

readytopushbutsomethingisholdingmeback.

Theburningsensationbetweenmylegsisnot

helping,IwanttokeepthemopensothatIcanpush

butsomethingjustdoesn’tfeelrightandIclose

themagain.WhichiswhymymotherinlawsaysI

wanttokillhergrandchild.Gogocomeswalking

balancingwithherwalkingstick,whenshegetsto

mehemotionsformetogetup,Istruggletobut

afterawhileImanage,shemakesmeholdontoher

aswewalkedandImustsayholdingontoher

makesmefeelalotbetter.Thetwoarestillatit,

theydon’tevennoticeusgettingoutoftheroom.

WhenMnqobiseesushecomesandpicksmeup

andcarriesme.



Mnqobi:Gogokwenzenjani...(grandmawhat’s

goingon?)heaskslookingworried.

Gogo:Lenganeakumeleibelethelwelana,siza

umakotisiyenayeemanzini...(thischildisnot

supposedtobebornhere,helpmydaughterinlaw

andletsgototheriver)Mnqobidoesn’tsay

anythingbutcarriesmetothecarthenwentbackto

getGogo.Nkanyezigetsinthedriversseatand

askedwhereto,Mnqobitellshimandhedrives

there.WestopatadistanceandMnqobihelpsme

outandwalkswithmeandputsmerightattheriver

bentasperGogo’sinstructions,Nkanyezicomes

withGogoandsetsheronherfeet.

Gogo:Wozamakotiiskhathisesifikile..(come

daughterinlawthetimehascome)Mnqobihelps

meupandGogoandIwalkintotheriverbutnottoo

deep,thewaterisjustonourwaistline,Mnqobiand

NkanyeziareoutsidechantingtheZuluclannames

aspergogo’sinstructions.Idon’tfeelanypainnow

thataminthewater,infactIfeelenergizedasI

movearoundenjoyingthewateragainstmyskin.

It’ssoothing,gogolooksatmeandsmiles.Ireturn



thesmilebutsoonIfeellikeamfallingwhichI

screamholdinggogo.

Gogo:Hlisaumoyanganiyamiakunalutho

okuzokwenzeka...(calmdownchildnothingis

goingtohappen)shesaysinasoothingvoice,I

wanttobelieveherbutIcan’tsinceIfeellikeam

beingpulledunderwater.It’sonlyamatteroftime

beforeamcompletelyunder.Istruggletobreath

underwaterfightingtoswimtothesurfacesothatI

canfillmylungswithsomeair.Theyareburning

fromnotbreathing,whileIstruggledtoswimtothe

surfacesuddenlylightshinerightfromabovemein

thewaterandthewholeareaaroundme.Ireleasea

breathandamsurprisedwhenIdon’tdrownbut

insteadIbreathenormally.

Voice:IskhatisifikilemfaziwoZulu...(thetimehas

comeZuluwife)saysavoicebehindmeandIturn

andsawthemostbeautifulwomanIhaveeverseen,

besideherismymothersmilingatme,Imove

forwardandtakethewoman’shandandIdon’t

knowwhathappenednextbecausewhenIopened

myeyesIwasondrylandwitharondavelthat



looksexactlylikethemainhouse.Thefirsthouseto

bebuiltbyMgaziMnqobi’sgreat,great,great,

grandfather.IlookaroundandIsawmymotherand

thewomaninfrontofmelayingbigleavesonthe

groundrightbetweenmyopenlegs.WhendidI

evengettothisposition?

Thembelihle:Don’tpanicmydaughterallwillbe

well.Wearehereforyou.

Nokukhanya:Motherhowareyouhere?

Thembelihlesmilesasherdaughterbeforeshe

answered.

Thembelihle:Amstandinginformysisterthelight,

shediedwhenshewasyoungandshecan’thelp

youwiththis.Asthelightherselfshewassupposed

tobetheonetohelpyoudeliveranotherlightbut

shecouldn’tsoIwassentinstead.

Nokukhanya:Grandmadidsayoncethatshehad

anotherdaughterwhohadthegiftbutdiedyoung.

Thembelihle:Yesthatwasmysister.

Inoddedinunderstanding,sothismeanamhaving



agirl.

Woman:Nomychildyounotjusthavingthelight

onlybutit’sprotectortoo.

Saidthebeautifulwoman,whatdoesshemeanthe

protector?BeforeIcouldaskpainshootsthrough

meonceandIheldontomymothertightlyholding

mybreathwaitingforittosubside.Whenitfinally

didIcouldn’tclosemylegsanymore,Ifoundmyself

pushingagainstmywillsoIalsoputsomeenergy

intoitandpushed.

Woman:Onemoretimemakoti(daughterinlaw)

shesaysandIpushhardandsomethingcomeout,

momentslaterthepainreturnedandIheldontomy

motheragainclenchingmyteeth,tearsstreaming

downmycheeks,mucoustoo.Iopenedmylegs

wideragainandgotreadytopush.Thewoman

quicklygivesthefirstbabytomymotherthenhelps

medeliverthesecond.Whenthesecondbabycame

outitcriedandthefirstonefollowed.ThatiswhenI

realizeditdidn’tcriedasitcameout,onlynowwhen

thisonecrieditcriedtoo.



Woman:TheLightandTheProtector.Khanyisaand

Mkhuseli.ThokozaniboZulu,oMagebaoMgazi.

Sibongilezindlondlosibongilemakhosi...(the

womanchantedtheZuluclannamesthankingthe

ancestorsforthebabies.)

Thembelihle:FatherLordJesus,onceagainyou

haveblessedyourpeoplewithmoregiftsthanthey

deserve.Wethankyouforthemfather,mayyou

grantthemlongandhappylives,maytheirdestinies

inthisworldbefulfilledasperyourwill.Allthatwe

askedforisinthenameoftheFather,theSonand

theHolySpirit.Amen.

Whenmymotherwasdoneprayingthewoman

cleanedmeupandgavemeoneoftheleavesand

toldmetochewonitandswallow.Mymother

cleanedthebabiesandswappedtheminleavesas

well.

Nokukhanya:WithallthatwashappeningIdidn’t

getthechancetoaskyouwhoyouaremother?(I

askedthewoman,shesmiledatme)

Woman:GogouMabutheleziumfazikaMgazi



omdala...(amgrandmaMabuthelezitheold

Mgazi’swife)

Shedoesn’tlooklikeagrandmatomebecause

she’sstillyoung,maybeshediedyoungandisof

truebeautyaswell.

Nokukhanya:Ngijabulelaukwazigogo(niceto

meetyougrandma)

Mabuthelezi:Namifuthinganiyami...(metoomy

child)letgobackbeforetheysendasearchparty

menarestupidItellyou.

Welaughedastheybothheldthebabieswalking

withmetothewateronceagain.

Mabuthelezi:GreetManjomaneformeandtellherI

willseehersoon.

Mabuthelezisaysastheyhandmethebabies.

Thembelihle:TakecareofthemNokukhanyathey

areimportant

Inoddedonceagainwithtearsinmyeyes,Iwon’t

gettoseeheragainbutamgratefulshewashere

withmewhenIneededhermost.Theypushedme



deepintothewaterandIheldontomybabiesand

whenIopenedmyeyesIwasinfrontofgogo

Manjomanehelpingmewiththebabies.Idon’t

knowwhenMnqobiandNkanyezigotintothewater

butMnqobicameformewhileNkanyezitookthe

babyIhadandhelpedgogoaswellaswewalked

outofthewater.

Mnqobi:Youhadmeworriedmylove

Gogo:Ohoyouwerenotjustworriedbutcryingtoo.

Mnqobi:Itwasn’tmegogoitwasNkanyezi

Hedenied

Nkanyezi:HawungokubengiduduzawenaBafo

manjesekuyimiobekhala?(Iwastheone

comfortingyouandnowIwastheonecrying?)

Mnqobi:UyadelelaNkanyezi..(youbeing

disrespectfulNkanyezi)welaughedaswewalked

tothecar,Idon’tfeelpainsatallmaybeithastodo

withtheleafMabuthelezigaveme.Wegottothe

carandMnqobiinsistedonsittingwithgogoandI

attheback.



Gogo:Whohelpedyouintherechild.

Nokukhanya:Mabuthelezimah

Gogo:Agoodwomansheis,shehelpedmewith

thebirthofMakhosiniasIalsohavebirthinthe

river.

Nokukhanya:Shesaidtogreetyouandwillseeyou

soon.

Gogosmiled

Gogo:Whatnamesdidshegivethem?

Mnqobi:AmnamingmychildreneventheoneI

didn’tknowexisted.

Nokukhanya:Theyhavealreadybeennamedmy

love,KhanyisaandMkhuseli,TheLightandThe

Protector

Mnqobi:Pleasetellmetheyarenotlikeyou

Gogo:Theyareandevenmorethantheirmother.

Mnqobi:Ineedtobeefupsecuritythen.

Afterthatwewereallquietduringthedrive.Iwas

worriedaboutmybabiesandwhatchallengesthey



willgothroughiftheyarelikeme.AmsureMnqobi

isworriedaboutthesametoo.

Finalecomingup
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Finale

Nokukhanya

Aweeklater

It’sbeenaweeksincemybabieswereborn,Imust



sayithasn’tbeeneasyatall,mymotherinlaw

changeddrasticallythedayafterIgavebirth.YesI

knowshe’salwaysbeenthatkindofapersonbut

nowshe’sworse,shehasthisdarkauraaroundher

andIcan’tseemtopickupwhatexactlyisgoingon.

Yetamsupposedtobehereuntiltheyareatleasta

montholdbutIdon’tthinkIcanstaythatlong,

somethingiswrongwithherandamafraidformy

children.Speakingofchildrentheyaretruetwins,

theydon’twanttobeseparatedatall,wegoteach

theirownbedbuttheyneversleptseparatedeven

onthefirstday.Theydon’tcrybutthefirstday

whenweputthemonseparatebedstheycried

almosthalfthenightuntilmyfatherinlaw

suggestedweputthemtogether.Wedidthatand

theysleepthroughthenightsonowwedon’tbother

separatingthem.Mnqobi,ohmyhusband,ifthere

wasafatheroftheyearawardIthinkhewouldwin

it,hewakesupatnightwithmeeverytwohoursto

helpmefeedthebabiessincetheyhavetobefed

everytwohours.Hechangesnappiesandhelpsme

baththem.Hestayswiththemwhenmymotherin

lawdemandsthatIdomybrideduties.Aunt



Babalwawasangrythefirsttimeshefoundme

cookingwhileshecametovisitthebabies,she

reprimandedmymotherinlawandaskedherwho

madeherworkaftergivingbirth,shenever

answeredthatshejustgavehertheevileye.Am

startingtothinkshe’sreallyevil,Ihaven’ttold

MnqobiyetbecauseIdon’twanttoworryhim.

ThereisaknockonourbedroomdoorandItoldthe

persontoenter,myfatherinlaworshallIsay

Nhlakanipho’sfathercomesin.

Mageba:Matoti,(daughter-in-law)isitnottimeyet

formetoseethem?

Hisbeenwaitingfortheumbilicalcordtofallall

weekbecausehewantedtoseethebabiesandit

finallyfellyesterdaybutweareyettoburryit.

Nokukhanya:Ithinkyoucanfinallyseethem

now...(Isaidsmilingathim,hecomesinandsits

onthesinglecouchthatwehaveinmyroomandI

takeKhanyisafirstandgivehertohergrandfather)

Mageba:Thisonetakesafteryoumydaughter,am

gladnowIhaveagirlchildtospoilafteralltheboys



Smangelegaveme...(welaughed)

Nokukhanya:HawubabawhataboutMkhuseli.

Mageba:Unobabaangithi?...(hehasafather

doesn’the?)Ilaughed

HesitswithKhanyisaforawhiletalkingtoherand

tellingherallthethingstheywilldotogetherthat

shecan’teverdowithMakhosini.Ilaughedathow

competitivehewasbeingalreadywithhisbrother

whenitcomestotheirgranddaughter.Hethen

askedforMkhuseliandIgivehim.

Mageba:OhMageba,Zulu,Mgaziwena

uzokwandisaigamalakaZulu,uqaphelemfana

ngobaubomibunzimakodwaungakhathazeki

umkhuluukhonauzokusiza.Kodwaungafani

noyihlowayedinaphelaloyoasakhula...(hesays

theZuluclannames,youwillbetheonetocarrythe

Zuluname,becarefulsonlifeisdifficultbutdon’t

youworryyourgrandfatherisheretohelpyoubut

don’ttakeafteryourfatherhewasannoying

growingup)

Afterhespenttimewiththetwinsheleftpromising



toseethemagainlateron.AuntyBabalwacame

andlookedafterthekidswhileIwentandgot

startedondinner.GodIcan’twaittogobacktomy

house!

Smangele

Thosechildrenareevilstheymustdie,youmustkill

thembeforetheygetolderandstronger“yes!Kill

them,doitnowtheyarealone”saidavoiceinher

head,she’sbeenhearingthesevoiceseversince

Nokukhanyacamebackwiththem.Sheisalso

convincedthatthebabiesareevilandshouldbe

killed.Shehastriedbeforebutsomethingalways

happenstostopherfromdoingit.Rightnowshe

wasoutsideunderatreewhenthevoicessounded

inherhead,therearemanyofthemspeakingatthe

sametimetellinghertokillthechildren.“gonow,

theyarealone,hurry!”Smangelegotupinahurry

goingtothehouse.Passingtheloungeandstopped

inhertrackswhenherhusbandcalledout.



Mageba:Whereareyougoinginsuchahurry?

Smange:Tomygrandchildbeforesomebodyelse

takesthem.

Mageba:Go,Ifinallysawthemtheyarebeautiful

especiallythegirl.

Smangele:Mm(Smangelehummedherresponse

notwantinganymoretobeinterruptedinher

mission.Shehurriedupthestairsandgotto

Nokukhanya’sroomandfoundthatitwasempty,

shegotingoingtothebedwhenshegotthereand

lookedshegottheshockofherlifeKhanyisawas

therewrappedaroundasnake.Smangelewas

afraidofsnakessowhenshesawitshegotoutof

theroomscreamingrunningdownthestairsasfast

asshecould.

Smangele:Yhooo!!Magebasiza!Yehenibo!!Sizani!!

YaphelainganeyaMnqobiyhoooMagebawoza!!!

(YhooMagebahelp!Oh!Help!Mnqobi’swillbe

finishedMagebacome!!)shewasscreaminglike

thatrunningdownthestairsonehandholdingher

longskirtwhichstrangelytodaysheworeandthe



otherwasonherhead.Sherandownthestairsas

fastasherfeetcouldcarryher.

Mageba/Nokukhanya:Smangelekwenzenjani!/

mahYhini...(MagebaandNokukhanyaaskedatthe

sametimeNokukhanyacomingfromthekitchen

whileMagebawascomingfromthelounge.

Smangele:Ingane...Yhoo...inyoka...

mmm...umbhede...hambanibo!(the

child...Yhoo...snake...mmm...thebed...gopeople!)

shetriedtoanswerbetweenbreaths.Nokukhanya

didn’twaittobetoldtwiceassheranupthestairs

withMagebarightbehindher.Mnqobiwaswith

Makhosinidoingpreparationsofintroducingthe

childrentotheancestors.Theygottotheroomthe

sametimeBabalwagotin.

Babalwa:WhatisitwithSmangele!What’swiththe

noise?

MagebaandNokukhanyadidn’tanswerasthey

bothheadtothebedtocheckonthechildrenbut

whentheygottheretheyfoundbothofthemawake.

NokukhanyatookMkhuseliwhileMagebatook



Khanyisa.Magebatookoutthebabyblanketsand

mattresslookingforthesnake.

Babalwa:Yhinisbaliukhangelani?...(whatisit

brotherinlawwhatareyoulookingfor?)

Nokukhanya:Inyokaanti...(snakeaunty)

Babalwa:Kuphi..(where?)

NokukhanyashruggedhershoulderswhileMageba

gaveKhanyisatoBabalwatocheckunderthebaby

bedandunderhisson’sbedbuttherewasnothing.

Mageba:Akunalutholana,asambenisobuzau

Smangele...(thereisnothinghere,let’sgoask

Smangele)

Babalwa:Kadengashosbaliuyahlanyalomfazi

wakho...(Ialwayssaidthisbrotherinlawyourwife

iscrazy)

Theywentdownthestairswiththetwinsand

Smangelewasstandingbythedoorreadytorun.

Smangele:Niyitholile...(didyoufindit?)

Mageba:No,comesitdownandtelluswhat

happened...(Smangelecouldn’tbringherselftogo



sitknowingthattheydidn’tfindthesnakeshesaw)

Smangele:NoIwillstandrighthere.

Mageba:Okaythentelluswhathappened.

Smangele:IwenttotheroomlikeIsaidtoyou.It

wasemptywhenIgotthere.

Babalwa:What’sbecauseIwenttousethe

bathroomintheguestbedroom.

Smangele:SoIwenttothebedandonlyonechild

wasthere,thegirlKhanyisaandtheboywasnot

therebuttherewasabiggreensnakewrapped

aroundthegirl.

BabalwaandNokukhanyalookedateachother.

Mageba:Therewasnosnakethereandasyoucan

seethebabiesarebothhere.Areyousureyouare

okaymydear?

Smangele:AmnotcrazyMagabaIknowwhatI

saw!!

Mageba:That’snotwhatamsayingSmangelejust

merelystatingthatyoumayhavenotseenproperly.



Smangele:IknowwhatIsaw!

Babalwa:Mxmyoujustsawyourwitchcraftthings

wena.Givingusaheadachefornoreason!

Smangelescoffedbutdidn’tsayanything,she

herselfcouldn’texplainhowthebabiesareboth

thereandtherewasnosnake.Shealsothoughtthat

shemightbecrazy,fromthevoicesandnowthis.

LittledideveryoneknowthatwhatSmangelesaw

wasthetruth,MkhuseliastheprotectorofKhanyisa

hewasgivenagiftofhisown.Agifttobeableto

shapeshiftintoanythingtoprotecthissister.

Mkhuselicanfeelwhendangeriscomingand

shapeshiftintoanythingtoprotecther.Whenhe

shape-shiftedintothesnakehesmelledthescent

ofhisgrandmaanditwascarryinganevilauraso

heshapedshiftedintothesnakeandwrapped

himselfaroundhissisterthat’swhentheir

grandmothersawthem.Thereasonwhyshedidn’t

seehimbutKhanyisaandthesnake.



Pleaseshare.

Thankyouforthebirthdaywishes.

#MaMoloi
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Finale

Mnqobi

LastweekwhenIcamebackhomefrommyfathers

housemywifetoldmewhathappenedwithmy

motherandthetwins.Shealsotoldmeabouther

suspicionsaboutmymothersbehavior,nowifIwas

someoneelselikeNhlakaniphoforinstanceI



wouldn’thavebelievedmywifewhenshetoldme

aboutmymotherbutIknowfirsthandhowcruel

Smangelecanbe.Idecidedtokeepquietand

observeherthisweekwhilewewaitedforthe

weekendwhenthetwinwillbeintroducedtothe

ancestors,eventhoughIdecidedthatIalsodecided

thataftertheintroductionofthekidsweareleaving

thisplace.AsIsaidIhavebeenobservingmy

motherandonethingIhavenoticedisthatwhen

everyoneisaroundandplayingwiththekidsorjust

holdingthemshehasnointerestinholdingthem.

Butwhentheyarealone,whenshethinksnooneis

lookingforgoesforthem,atfirstIthoughtshe’s

justjealousthattheyarealwaysheldbypeopleand

thatshewantedhertimealonewiththem,that’s

wasuntilIsawthelookonherfacewhenshewent

forthem,shekeptlookingbacktoseeifsomeone

wascoming,thelookshehadwasoneofaperson

thathascompletelylosthermind.Ineverlether

closetomykidsthatdayIendedupcomingIn

whistlingandthewayshejumpedtogetawayfrom

theirbedwasnotnormaleither.FromthatdayI

neverleftmywifealoneinthishouse,Ifearforher



safetyandthatofourchildren.IfitwereuptomeI

wouldhavegottensecurityalreadybutshestopped

meandsaidthatitwouldbedisrespectfuland

wouldseemlikewedon’ttrustthem.ButIdon’t

trustSmangelewhichisthereasonwhyIwanted

thesecuritybutmywiferefused.Iwaswiththe

twinswhilemywifewashelpingwiththecooking

beforemyfatherarrivesandwedotheceremony,

thedoorwasclosedandtheyweresleeping.Ialso

feltmyselfdriftingoffaswellsoIwentintothein-

suitbathroomtowashmyfacewithcoldwaterto

chasethesleepinessaway.Iheadthedooropening,

Ididn’tclosethewaterbutkeptmyearsharp,Ihead

footstepsgettingcloserintotheroomandthey

stopped.IhummedpretendinglikeIdidn’thear

anythingwantingtoseewhatthepersonwilldo,the

personcontinuewalkingandthenitwasquietandI

knewheorshewasclosetothebed.Ipeakedfrom

thedoortoseewhatwasgoingonandwhoitwas.I

mustsaythesightthatgreetedmewasnotoneI

expected,Smangelehadakniferaisedatthetopof

herheadreadytoslamitdownononeofmykids.I

gotoutofthatbathroomwithlighteningspeedand



heldherhandjustassheclosetostabbingIdon’t

knowwhichbabyandshestabbedmeonthearm.

Whenshesawmehereyeswidenandshedropped

theknife.

Mnqobi:WenzaniSmangele?...(whatareyoudoing

Smangele?)

Smangele:It’snotwhatyouthinkMnqobiIswear

it’snot...(shesaidandstartedcrying.)Iheldher

handsandcalledformywifeandMagebatocome.

Theycamerunningprobablybecauseofthe

urgencyinmyvoice,whenmywifewalkedinand

sawthebloodshefroze.Magebacameinand

rashestomyside.

Mageba:Mnqobikwenzenjani?...(Mnqobiwhat

happened?

Mnqobi:ThathalombulaliwakhoMagebauphume

nayela!...(takethismurdererofyoursMagebaand

getheroutofhere)Isaidthroughgrittedteeth,

MagebawasshockedbywhatIwassayingand

openedhismouthtosaysomethingbutnothing

cameoutprobablybecauseofthecompromising



positionamholdinghiswifeandmybleedingarm.

Mnqobi:Magebathathananguumeselaphansi

nalentoyakhoniphumengizonilandela...(Mageba

taketheknifeofthefloorwiththisthingofyoursI

willfollowyou)heonlynoddedandreachedforthe

bloodyknifeandpulledhiswailingwifetohimand

leftmyroom.Thatiswhenmywifecamerushingto

metoseemyarmbutnotbeforecheckingonthe

kidsfirst.

Nokukhanya:Whathappened?

Mnqobi:ThereasonIwantedtogetsecurity,

Smangeletriedtokillmychildren!...(herhandsflew

tohermouthcoveringitashereyesshinedwith

unshedtears,myheartsankatthesight,myown

familyisnotsafewithmymotherandmywifeis

sufferingforit,knowingherIknowsheblames

herselffornotallowingmetogetsecurity.Igo

towardsherandpulledherintomyarmsasshe

sobbedsoftly.IwaslookingatmysleepingkidsasI

brushedherbackhushingher,thepoorthingsdon’t

evenknowtheirgrandmotherjusttriedtokillthem.

WhatkindofapersonisSmangele?Isitmethat



shehatesthatshewouldbetryingsomethinglike

thisonmykids?Becauseshe’sneverdonethiswith

Nkanyezi’schildsowhymine?Whenmywife

calmeddownImovedherfrommychestandwiped

hertears.

Mnqobi:Thisisnotyourfaultokay,youdidn’tcause

this,Ipromiseaftertheintroductionweareleaving

thishouse..(shenodded)Iwillgodownandexplain

toMagebawhathappened.

Nokukhanya:CleanyourarmfirstIwillstaywiththe

kids.

Mnqobi:Alrightmylove...(Ikissedherforeheadand

wenttothebathroomtocleanmyselfandputa

bandageonmyarmcoveringthecutIgotoutofthe

bathroomandlefttheroomgoingdownstairsand

myfather,NhlakaniphoandNkanyeziwerealready

there.Good!Todaytheywillhearthekindofmother

theyhave.

Makhosini:Hawukwenzakalanilaykhaya?Nathula

njengathikunomuntuofile...(whatishappening

here?Allquietlikesomeonedied)Iheardhimsay



beforecomingtoviewofeveryoneevenMageba

sittingnexttoSmangelelostinhisthoughts,Idon’t

eventhinkheheardwhathisbrothersaid.

Mnqobi:Baba...bafowethu...(father...mybrothers)

Igreetedandnowmyfatherhadaworriedlook

seeingmyarmandNkanyezialsolookedalertashe

sawmyface.Nhlakaniphowasgluedtohisphone

ashealsoacknowledgedmygreetingswithanod.

Weallsatdownandmyfatherlookedbetweenhis

brotherandhiswifethenme.

Makhosini:Kantikwenzenjani?...(whatisgoingon?)

heaskedgettingimpatientandMagebaand

Nhlakaniphosnappedoutofitandlookaround.

Nhlakaniphofrownedrealizingthetension,justthen

auntyBabalwaanduncleMuz’uvukilegotin.They

alsosawthetensionandtheygreetedquietlyand

satdown.

Makhosini:Cansomeonetelluswhatisgoingonin

thishouse?

Mnqobi:Father,whathappedwasthatSmangele

heretriedtokillmykids..



Babalwa:Ini!!...(what?)exclaimedauntyBabalwa.

Muz’uvukile:KeepquietBabalwaandletMnqobi

finish.

Mnqobi:Thankyouuncle,asIwassaying,

Smangeletriedtokillmychildren,Iwasintheroom

withthemwhentheysleptandIwasalsofalling

asleepsoIwenttowashmyfacewithcoldwaterso

thatIcanstayawake,whileinthereIheardthedoor

openingandIwaitedforsomeonetosaysomething

butnowordcame.Icontinuedtolistenand

footstepscamecloserthenstopped.Ipeaked

throughthedoorthat’swhenIsawSmangele

holdingthatveryknifeonthetableaboveherhead

standingontopofmychildren’sbed.Igotoutof

thebathroominahurryandheldherhandandshe

stabbedmeinsteadasyouseethebandageonmy

arm.

TherewassilenceafterIhadspoken,noonesaida

word,myfatherlookedatSmangelewithdisgust

whileMagebahasafaceIcouldn’tread,

NhlakaniphowasjustlookingatherandNkanyezi

hadhisheadhanginglow.



Mageba:Why,whywouldyoudothat

Smangele?...(askedMagebainalowvoiceand

Smangelestartedwailinglouder)

Mageba:Iaskedyouaquestionandamnotgoing

torepeatmyself...(saidMagebainasternvoice)

Smangele:Theytoldmeto...they..theysaidthey..

wereevilandthatthey...theydeservedtodie...(she

saidcrying)

Mageba:Whosaidthat?

Smangele:Thevoices..inmyhead..theysaidthey

deservetodieandIagree...theyareevil,they

broughtthevoicesthedaytheywereborn...they

mustdieMagebahelpme,wehavetokillthem.

Makhosini:Amen...(saidmyfatherdefeated)

Babalwa:Kadengashoukuthiuyaloyalo...(Ihave

beensayingthis,she’sawitchthisone)

Nhlakanipho:Motherhowcanyoudothat?

Smangele:Ntandaneyamingiyacelangikholwe,

kholwaumawakhofano...(myloveIbegyoubelieve

me,believeyourmotherboy)Nhlakaniphoshook



hishead.

Nkanyezi:Ibelieveyoumother...(Iturnedtolookat

Nkanyezifeelingbetrayed)Ibelievethatyouhear

voicesandIbelievethatyouaresickandneedtobe

committedintoapsychiatrichospitalbecauseno

normalpersonwoulddowhatyoujustdidandstill

believeit’sokay...(IsighIrelief)

Babalwa:Youwouldbewastingyourtimeifyoudid

that,Smangeleisnotmentallydisturbedshe’sjust

awitch!It’shertimenowtotakesomeonefromher

familyandshepromisedherfellowwitchesthese

children.Ifyoudon’tbelievewhatamsayingcalla

sangomahereandnowandhearwhathewillhave

tosay!...(saidauntyBabalwaangry)

Muz’uvukile:BabalwaIsaidkeepquiet,thisisa

familyproblemyesbutMagebaistheonetomake

adecisiononwhatistobedoneabouthiswifenot

us.

Nhlakanipho:Peoplehavebeensayingyouareevil

andevenBuhlesaiditbutIneverlistened.But

motherwhatisthis?Youaresickandyouhave



beenforawhilenow,youneedhelp.

Smangele:Yeshelpeliminatingthoseabominable

thingsupthere!

Mageba:Amdone,amdonewithyouSmangele,

whatiscleartomeisthatyouareevil,youstayed

withmeforyearswhileholdingagrudgethatyou

nevereventoldmeabout,onlywhenthingsgothot

foryouthenyourevealedit.Iapologizedforthat

andIthoughtwewerefineafterthatbutIwas

wrong,yourhearthasalwaysbeendarkevenbefore

allofthethingshappened.ThisiswhoyouareandI

can’tstaywithyou,Iwillnotlosethechancetobea

grandfathertoallmygrandchildrenbecauseofyou.

IfIkeepyouheremychildrenwon’teverwantto

comevisitorevenallowmeintheirhomes.Ican’t

havethatamsorry,pleaseleavemyhouse....(he

gotupandleft)

Smangele:Amnotleaving!Thisismyhouse!Those

thingsaretheoneswhoaregoingtoleavethis

housenotme!

Mnqobi:Verywellthen,fatherlet’sgetthe



introductiondonesothatIcantakemyfamilyhome.

Makhosini:That’sagoodidea.

Babalwa:Letsgetdonethensoyoucangetmy

grandchildrenoutofthishouseMnqobi.

Nkanyezi:Butyoudon’thavechildrenaunty

Babalwawhatgrandchildrenareyoutalking

about?...(teasedNkanyezi)

Babalwa:AwuhlanyiNkanyezi,kantiwenauyingane

yabani?...(areyounotcrazyNkanyezi,who’schild

areyou?)

Nkanyezi:Hawuantingiyadlala..(amjokingaunty)

Babalwa:WewillseewhoyouplaywithwhenItake

mygrandchildfromyouandNomalanga.

Nkanyezi:Auntydoyouwantmetolosemywife?

Babalwa:Itwillserveyourightforbeingsilly.

Nkanyezi:Amsorrymyfavoritelovingaunt.

Babalwa:Oho



Wewentoutandpreparedthegoatstointroduce

thechildren,Magebacameandjoinedusinthe

kraalandtoldusifSmangeleisnotleavinghewill

becausehecan’tstaywithheranymore.Amjust

gratefulmychildrenaresafeasforSmangeleshe’s

deadtome.MychildrenwillonlyknowBabalwa

andThembekaastheirgrandmothers.

Pleaseshare
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Nokukhanya



WellafterwhateverMnqobiandhisfamilyspoke

abouttheycalledmeandthetwinsforthe

introductiontobedone,everythingwasdonequick

becauseitseemedeveryonewasinahurrytoleave.

WheneverythingwasdoneMnqobitoldmewhat

hismotherdidandsaidwewereleavingandto

neversetfoothereagain.Ididn’tdisputeanything

hesaidaboutusnotsettingfoothereagain

howevermyconsciouswouldn’tletmeleave

withoutfindingoutwhatleadmymotherinlawto

whatshedid.Iknowtheysaidshespokeofvoices

butitmaybesomethingusefulsoamgoingto

confronther.Wepackedourstuffinthecarand

strappedthebabies,Isawmyfatherinlawloading

bagsinhiscaraswell,soitwastruethathisalso

leaving.Ilookedatmyhusbandasheheldthedoor

formetogoin.

Mnqobi:No!NoNokukhanyaIknowthatlookand

theanswerisno.

Nokukhanya:BabyyouknowIcan’tleavelikethis,I

needtoknowwhatisgoingonmaybeIcanhelp.



Mnqobi:YoudoknowthatGodpairedusverywell

right?YouandyourgoodheartandmewithMyno

sogoodone,thiswassothatwecanbalanceeach

otherout.SothatwhenIgooverboardwithmydark

heartyouwouldbringyourlightbutnowisnotthe

timetobringoutthelightinyoupleaseforthesake

ofourchildrenlet’sgohome.

Nokukhanya:Thelightinmeisalreadyoutmylove,

justgivemeafewminutesandwewillleave.

Mnqobi:Finebutyounotgoingintherealone,that

womanneverlikedyouandshemighttrykillyou

thistimeandamnottakingchances.

Mageba:Amgoinginwithyou...(saidmyfatherin

lawashecameclosertous)

Makhosini:Towhere?

Mnqobi:ShewantstoseeSmangelebeforeshe

leaves.

Makhosini:Amgoingtoo,nodaughterofmineis

meetingthatwomanalone...(theirloveand

affectionwarmsmyheartsoIjustnoddedandwe

wentinafterMnqobiaskedauntBabalwatolook



afterthekids.Whenmymotherinlawsawmeher

facebecameoneofhate)

Smangele:It’syourfaultthateveryoneisleaving

me,Iwishyouhadnevermetmysonsnoneofthis

wouldhavehappened.

Nokukhanya:Iknow,nowtalk!...(Isaidwithastern

voice)

Smangele:Whatelsedoyouwantmetosaylittle

witch!...(herauraisnowdarkonecanseethat

somethingelseisinherandthat’swhoorwhatI

want)

Nokukhanya:Iamnottalkingtoyoudearmotherin

lawamtalkingtotheoneresidinginyou,now

TALK!...(saidwithsomuchauthoritythatmy

motherintiltedherheadshowingherneckin

submissionlikesomeanimal.Hereyeswereclosed)

Smangele:VerywellthenLight,itseemsyouhave

sensedourpresence,tookyoulongenough.

GreetingsmydearLight..(sheliftedherheadand

lookedatmewithasmirkbeforeshesaidallthis,

hereyesverylightbrownwithstrikesofredinthem,



onecanseethatshe’snotalone,thatshe’ssharing

herbodywithsomeoneorsomething.Shesaidall

thisdidadramaticbowwhengreetingme)

Nokukhanya:Whoareyou?

Smangele:Nooneandeveryone,amhereand

everywhere..(sheansweredstillmaintainingher

devilishsmirkonherface.Everyonewasjustsilent

andamsensingtheyhaveseenthatthisisno

longermymotherinlaw)

Nokukhanya:Thatmeansyouaremany..

Smangele:OhrightagainLight...(thistimeher

voicecameoutlikemanyvoicesinonesayingthe

samethingindifferenttones.Itmademybody

shiver)

Nokukhanya:Whatdoyouseek?

Smangele:OhcomeonLight,whydon’tyouask

exactlywhatyouwanttoknowandstopwasting

time,yourLightisalreadyblindingasitandit’s

botheringus...(IndeedNokukhanyawasglowing

alreadylikethemoononafullmoonnightkissing

theearthwithitsdelicatelightbringingLight



throughthedarkness)

Nokukhanya:Whydidyoutrytokillmychildren?

Smangele:OhmydearLightyoudisappointus,just

becausewecouldn’tgetyouwhenitwastimefor

youtodiedoesn’tmeanwewerejustgoingtogive

up.Youhavegottogiveusmorecreditthan

that...(thesmirkwasbackonherfaceliketheywere

mockingme)

Nokukhanya:Butyoufailed

Smangele:Nothankstoyouthough,seewefailed

becausewedidn’tanticipatethetheotherenergy

protectingtheyoungLightbutsoonwewillandwe

willbeback.Beforeyoucastusoutweareleaving

nowbutwatchoutbecausewhenwefindoutwhat

theotherenergyisaboutandit’ssourcethenwe

arecomingback.

Nokukhanya:AndIwillbewaiting.

Smangele:Don’tbesofullofyourselfnowLightwe

won’tbecomingforyou,believeitornotyouare

notthatimportantanymore.



Nokukhanya:Thenyoumustthinkamnaive...(she

scoffedwiththesmirkwipedoffherface.They

thinkIwillfallforthatandletmyguarddown

becausetheysayamnotimportantsothattheycan

killmethenmychildrenafter.Theymustreally

underestimateme)

Smangele:PraytoyourGodLightforwhenwe

comebackitwon’tbepretty...(theysaidandmy

motherinlawfellonthegroundandshadowlike

thingsleftherbodygoingouttheopenwindow.A

fewminutesofsilencepassedbeforesheopened

hereyesandscannedtheroom)

Smangele:Whatswrong?

Mageba:Idon’tcareifyourememberornotbutam

notstayingtofindout.AmdonewithyouSmangele.

Smangele:Irememberwhathappenedjustnot

whathappenedjustnowMagebaitwasn’t

me...(shesaidteary)

Makhosini:Ican’tbelievethis,reallySmangele?

Smangele:OhshutupMakhosiniamtalkingtomy

husband.



Nhlakanipho:Thisrighthereisthereasonyouwere

aneasytarget.

Smangele:Nhlakanipho!...(shesaidshockedby

whatherbelovedsonjustsaid)

Mageba:Nohisright,youdidn’tlearnanythingfrom

whathappenedwithNhlakaniphowhenhewas

killingpeoplelikeanimalsoutthere.Youstillkept

yourdarkheartandnowjustbecausethe“voices”

asyoucallthemhaveleftnothankstoyounowyou

wanttoblamethem.NoSmangelethisisallyou,

amdoneandamleavingmybagsareinthecar.

Maybewhenyouarealoneyouwillthinkaboutall

thisandmaybechangeyourways.Bothtowards

me,mybrother,yoursonMnqobiandmydaughter

inlawwhostillsavedyouregardlessofthefactthat

youalmostkilledherchildren...(Magebasaidand

headtothedoor)

Smangele:MagebapleaseambeggingyouZulu

don’tleave...please!...(shecriedkneelingonthe

floorclutchingonherchestlikeshewantstoripher

heartout)



Nkanyezi:Ihopeallwillbewellwithyouintime

mother,keepwellandtakecare...(Nkanyezisaid

andalsoleft)

Smangele:Nkanyezi!!!Nopleasemystar!!Nkanyezi

kamah!!!(mama’sstar!...shecriedpainfullybut

Nkanyezididn’tevenlookbacksoonweheardthe

cardriveoffandhetoowasgone)

Nhlakanipho:Iwishthingsweredifferent,yesyou

lovedmeperhapsmorethanyoushouldhaveandI

appreciatethatbutthatlovewastoxic,itruinedme

morethanitbuildme,nowIcan’tevenhavea

normalconversationwithmyfiancébecauseIdon’t

knowhowtoloveherright,Ialwayswantto

manipulateherbecausethat’swhatyoutaughtme.

Totopitoffyoualsodon’tlikeherforwhatreasonI

don’tknow,amleavingtoomotherIdohopethat

youwillchangeandmaybeattendmyweddingina

fewmonthsfornowkeepwell...(hesaidandgave

hismotheronelastlookbeforeheadingtothedoor.

Smangelewasshakingherheadindisbelief)

Smangele:NotyoutooNhlakaniphoIcan

understandeveryoneelsebutnotyoupleasenot



youno!Irefuse,noIrefuseplease!...(tearsflowing

outofhereyesanddownherstainedcheeks,she

keptshakingherheadnotbelievingthatherbeloved

Nhlakanipholeftlikethat)

Makhosini:WellngesiZulubathiumuntuuvuna

akutyalile,uzenzileakakhalelwaSmangele,mina

ngijabulelanjeukuthiamehlokamfowethuavulekile

manjewakubonauwumuntuonjani....(wellinZulu

theysaidyoureapwhatyousaw,wedon’tcryfor

thosewhodoomedthemselvesSmangele,Iamjust

happythatfinallymybrotherseyesopenedand

sawyouforwhoyouare)

Smangele:It’syourfaultamlikethis!Ilovedyou

damnit!Istilldo,yourejectingmedidthis!Youhave

norighttosayanything!

Makhosini:OhbutIbeggedyouyearsbacktoleave

mybrotherforme,wewerealreadyinlove

SmangelewithachildonthewayeventhoughI

didn’tknowitthen,Icriedforyouonmyknees

beggingyoutochooseme.Butyoudidn’tyouleft

andcrushedmyheartintheprocess,nowyears

lateryouthoughtwecanstartwhereweleftoff?No!



Myheartcan’tloveawomananymorebecauseI

don’ttrustyourspecieswithit!Especiallyyou!

GoddamnitSmangeleIlovedyouwithallofme!But

youchosemybrotheranditruinedourrelationship

toapointwherehekeptmysonfromme,sono!I

wouldneverbewithyouagainnotnownotever!Get

thatthroughyourthickskull!...(wellmyfatherin

lawisasweetman,alwayssmilingandjoking

around,withthathehidhispainwellbecausenone

ofusknewhowdeeplysadandlonelyhewasuntil

now.Isawmyhusbandtenseathisfather’swords

andthehurtinhisvoice.Heleftafterthatleaving

mymotherinlawwithnowordsbuttearsthat

continuetofallfromhereyes)

Mnqobi:Ihavenothingmoretosaytoyouasyou

neverwantedmeanyway.Ididtrytopleasebelieve

meIdidbutIfailedbecauseyouneverwantedme

topleaseyou,youonlywantedmyfatherandnot

me.NonethelessamsorryforwhateversinI

committedinyoureyesthatmadeyouhatemethe

wayyoudo.Idohopethatonedaymykidswillget

achancetomeetadifferentversionofyounotthis



hatefulwomanyouare.YouhatedmeenoughI

wouldn’twantmychildrentoexperiencethat.Babe

wearedonehere,let’sgohome.

Smangele:AmsorryMnqobi,myhatredtowards

youwasnotjustifiedandamsorryIwasn’tthe

motheryoudeservedpleaseforgivemeMgazi,

haha(shelaughedthroughhertears)it’sfunny

howIhatedthisclannameMgazi,ohhowvicious

yourgrandfatherwasandIhatedMagebafor

callingyouthat,hesaidyouwouldbejustlikehim,

yourgrandfathersincehesawhowIhatedthat

namehecalledyoubyitanditstuck.Whatam

tryingtosayitthatIdidn’talwayshateyou,Iloved

youonce,youwerewhatIlivedfor,youwerethe

reminderoftheloveyourfatherandIshared.When

IlookedatyouIhadhopethathewillonedayreturn

tome,tous.Hewasrightwhathesaid,helovedme

likenoothereverdid,purekindofloveliketheone

yousharewithyourwifewhichisanotherreasonI

don’tlikeher.She’shappybecauseoftheloveyou

giveher,alovesopureliketheoneyourfatherhad

formebutIruineditbecauseIwasafraidofwhat



peoplewillsayhadIchoosehimandleavetheman

Iwaspaidlobolafor.Soyouweremyconsolation

foryearslookingatyoubroughtmehope,butwhen

yourfathermadenomovetocomebackIstartedto

hateyouforitandamsorryforthatMnqobi.I

namedyouMnqobibecausethat’sthenameyour

fathersaidhewantedherhissononeday,butthat

namedidmore,youbecameaconquerormy

Mnqobi,youconqueredmyhatred,myindifference

andthechallengesIsetonyourpathforyoutofail,

amproudofyouforthat.HahaIrealizenowthatI

nevertoldyouhowproudofyouIamoftheman

youbecamemyMnqobimamaisproudofyouson

morethanyoucouldeverimagine.Nokukhanya,

indeedyouaretheLightandithasbeenshining

brightbringingpeace,loveandharmonytoallthose

youcomeacrossandmostimportantlyyoubrought

thelighttomewhenmyfamilywantedtoturntheir

backsonmeandleavemeasIwas.YesIknowI

deserveitbutyoudidn’tthinkIdoandhelpedme

anyway.MayGodblessyouandyourchildren,may

hekeepthemsafefromtheevilthatwantedmeto

killthemevenme.Mayhecontinuetoprotectand



guideyou..(wellatthispointIwascrying,neverin

mylifedidIeverthinkIwouldhearsuchwords

frommymotherinlaw.SoIhuggedherasshe

continuedtocry)

Mnqobi:Letsgobabethekidswillneedtofeel

soon...(InoddedandmyhusbandandImadeour

wayoutthedoorleavingwithmymotherinlaws

criesechoingbehindus.Ifeltsorryforherbut

maybethiswillhelpherchangeherways)

WegottothecarhuggedauntBabalwaandleft

withourkidsgoinghome.

TheEnd...

10yearslater....TheLightandtheProtector

#MaMoloi


