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Dinnerwiththenewlyfoundedfamilywentwell,itwasgoinggreatuntilmyassofasperm

donordecidedtogetintomybusiness.WellstepmommyandIweretalkingaboutthe

possibilityofmestudyingabroadandshewasexcitedforme,sheadvisedmetofollowmy

dreamsandthatifMeloreallylovesmelikehesayshedoesthenhewon'tstandinmywayof

reachingmygoals.Shealsosaidsomethingabouthownotallofusasfortunateasheistobe

bornintoalegacy,sohersuggestionwasthatIdon'teventhinktwiceifgiventheopportunity,

spermdonorwalkedinaswewerestilltalkingandtoldmethatMelowasn'trightforme,he

didn'tgotochurch,whatkindofboyfriendisheandprettymuchanythingtopissmeoffand

makemetellhimhisnews.Whowashetojudgeanyway?Heonlymetme2monthsagoandhe

thinkshecandictatemylife?Nahfamyougottobeafatherfirstforyoutoearnthatrightof

dictatingmylifeandwhoIdateandnotdate.Besides,Idon'tevenattendhischurch...I'msorry

butIdon'ttrustit,whatifhe'sthosefrompastors?orsnakepastor?Orthegrasspastor?Ihave

trustissueswherechurchisconcerned.These"Christians"aretoojudgyformesonothanks.

NooffensetoanyChristiansbutthisjustmyopinionandthewayIfeel.ButIdogotochurch...

sometimes.anywaybacktomydad,heandIwereprobablynotgoingtogetalongwiththisrate

hewasgoingon.ThenextdayIwasmeetingupwithAsemahleintown,wellshewasfetching

Melo'scardfromKateattheclinicanddrivinghertoherplace.Asesuggestedthatwego

togethertomeetKate...personallyIthinkshejustwantsdramabutI'madramafreeperson.I

gotinsidehercarandwedroveoff.

Her:sohowwasdinner?

Me:welltheparentssuggestedthatItakethescholarship

LediandAsemahletoldmetotakethescholarshipwithoutthinkingtwice.Buttheyalsosaidto

talktoMeloaboutittoojustsothisdoesn'taffectourrelationshipbutlet'sberealistic...one

wayortheotheritwasgoingtoaffectourrelationship.yes,weloveeachotherbutIdon'tthink

ourloveisstrongenoughtosurvivethis.AsmuchasMeloisgraduatingthisyearbutheisalso

furtheringhisstudiessowhatarethechancesofhimmovingwithme?EvenifIcomebackfor

holidays,howdoIknowthathewillbe100%committedtome?we'veonlybeentogetherfor3

months...chancesarethatheandIwereprobablynotevenmeanttobeanyway.I'mnot

doubtinghimbutIamdoubtingourrelationshipalittle...shootme!weallhavealittledoubt

wherelongdistancerelationshipisconcernedok?!

Her:but?

Me:Ihavealifehere...Tojustupandleaveeverythingbehind

Her:talktoyourmomandherewhatshehastosayaboutit



Me:it'snotherI'mworriedabout.It'sMelo

Her:Meloisabigboy.Hewouldn'tdarestandinyourwaytoabrightfuture

Me:Iunderstandthatmuch...wekindofspokeaboutitthismorningbutwhataboutour

relationship?

Her:Idon'tgetwhyyousoworriedaboutit.Youtwoloveeachother

Me:canMelosurviveayearwithoutsex?

Her:whoa...Thereareholidaysinbetweenmos

Me:ofwhichImightbeworkinginsomeofthem...

Her:andthisiswhyIwassingle.Relationshipsaretoocomplicated!

Me:tellmeaboutit

Her:Ibelieveinyouandmybrother.Youguysaregoingtomakeitwork!Ijustknowyouwill

Inodded...Ihopewewill.Idon'twanttolosehim.Notlikethis.WedrovetoMarieStopesand

AsemahlecalledKatewhowalkedoutlookingfine,wellshelookedlikeshehadbeencrying.

Shegotinsidethecarandgreetedthenkeptquiet.

Me:youok?

Her:yep

Ase:how'ditgo?

Her:I'mnotpregnantanymoreifthat'swhatyouasking

Ase:honeyyouareinnopositiontobegivingmeattitudeinmycar!Maybemybrothergoes

withitbutIdon't!Ididn'taskyoutogetridofyourchildsocalmyourtits

Ijustkeptquietnotknowingwhattosay.KateapologisedandgavemeMelo'scardandthat

wasthelastweheardfromher.

Me:isn'tMelo'scardsupposedtohavehissignature?

AndI'maskingthisbecauseitwassigned"A.Bess"

Ase:ofcauseitshouldhavehissignature...whatdoyoumean?

Me:it'ssignedA.Bess

Ase:Shiiit!

Shesaidhittingthesteeringwheelinfrustration.



Me:what?

Her:that'smom'screditcard.

Me:shiit!

Her:momisgoingtokillme.

Me:howdidyounotseeit?

Her:IthoughtIgaveherMelo'scard.Theyalllookthesame.

Me:doesitreport?

Her:she'sAmahleBess.OfcauseitreportsEVERYTHING!

Sheseemedfrustrated.ThiswholetimeKatewasquiet.Howdidshenotnoticethecardat

least?Imeanyoucan'ttakeacardfromsomeoneandnotlookatitright?Atleastthat'swhatI

do.WedroppedKateoffanddrovetoherhomeinsilence.I'veseenpeoplepanicovertestsand

stuffbutthiswasnewevenforme.Asemahleisalwayschilledbutnotthistimearound.Wegot

toherhomeandsheparkedhercarandgotoffwhileIfollowedbehindherlikealostpuppy.We

weren’teveninsidewhenMrsBessstoodnexttothekitchencounterclearlymadabout

somethingsoitreportedtoherafterall.Shiitwasabouttogodown!

Ama:sowhichoneifyougotanabortion?

Welookedateachother.MrsBesswasfuming;Ihaveneverseenherlikethisbefore.She

lookedlikeshewasreadyforwar.

Mom:ANSWERMEDAMMIT!

Sheroaredstartlingbothofusintheprocess.

Ase:mompleasejustcalmdown.Icanexplain

Her:DON'TTELLMETOCALMDOWNASEMAHLE!

Sheshoutedagain.WherewasMelokuhle???ThiswashismessandAsemahlecannottakethe

fallforhim,notwiththis

Mom:Starttalking.BothofyoubeforeIbeatthehelloutofyou!

Thatalmostmademelaughbutshewasserious.MrsBesswasmoreorlessthesameheight

asherdaughterandme…trypicturesomeonethatshorthittingyou…wellshewasnotthat

shortbutjustimaginesomeoneyourheightlookingascuteasherhittingyou…veryfunnysight

ifyouaskme.

Me:noneofushadanabortion.

Ase:Iwenttogetaloop



Mom:doIlooklikeanidiottoyoutwo?Aloopisnot1.3something...nocontraceptivecosts

thatmuch.EspeciallynotatMarieStopes.Youhaveamedicalaidforthat!Nowtellmethetruth.

WherethehellwasMelokuhle?Thisisallonhim!Whywasn'theheretodefendus?

“theydidn’tdoanythingmom”

Melosaidstandingbythedoorway.Tookhimlongenough.MrsBesswaslookingatMeloand

wewerelookingatthem.Aseshookherhead.IyanawalkedinafterMelo.IfeltlikeIwasinthe

musicvideooftrappedintheclosetbyR-Kelly.Thetensioninthatkitchenwastoomuch.

Mom:whatareyoutalkingaboutMelokuhle

Him:I’vebeentryingtoexplaintoyouforthepast15minutesthatnoneofthemwenttherebut

yourefusetolisten

Mom:I’mnotstupid.You’vealwaysstuckupforyoursistera…

Him:Katehadanabortion

Melojustblurteditout.ImeanevenIwasn’treadyforthatone,yesIknewbutIthoughthewas

goingtomakeupsomelieorsomething…anythingreallybutnope.Hegaveittoherstraightup.

MrsBessthrewahotslapatMelo.

Mom:Melokuhlefollowme

Wealljuststoodthereprettymuchaskingourselveswhatjusthappened.Wewerealljust

standingthereasstatues.MrsBesswasPISSED!Icannotstressthisenough.Okmaybeit’s

becauseIhaveneverseenherlikethatbefore,Ididn’teventhinkshewascapablereally.Iwas

worriedaboutMelo…butthenagainhe’shersonandtheyhaveagreatrelationshipgoingonso

chancesaretheywillbeoverthisinminutes…oratleastthat’swhatI’mhopingfor.Atthispoint

I’mjustscaredformyboyfriend.Evenhecan’tcharmhiswayoutofthisone

Yana:cansomeoneexplaintomewhatjusthappened?

IjustfrozetherewaitingforAsemahletotellhersisterwhatactuallyhappenedbutMissBess

tookaglassandpouredherselfsomewater.

Yana:isanyofyougoingtoanswerme?

Ase:MelojustblurteditoutthatKatewaspregnantandyourmotherjustslappedhim

Iya:youknowthat’snotwhatI’masking

Me:AsemistakenlygaveKatehermother’screditcard

Iya:apartfromthat,thiswasnevergoingtostayhiddenforever.Howcouldyouguysevenlet

thishappen?



Webothlookedatherastonished.Whatwasshereferringtoagain?

Ase:excusemehuh?

Iya:youknowwhatIwentthroughwhenIlostmybaby.HowcouldyousupportthisAsemahle?

Ase:itwasnotmychoicetomake.Mywombhasnevercarriedanything.Myvaginadoesn’t

evenknowwhatadickfeelslike.I’mnottheonewhogotpregnanthereitwasKate,I’mnotthe

onewhosaidsheshouldgetanabortion,shedidsoifyoulookingforanyonetopointfingers

at…pointthematKatebecausenothingMeloorIsaidgothertochangehermind

Iya:butyougavehermoneytodoitsoyoujustasguilty

Ase:IwillnotbeshoutedforKatehavingunprotectedsexandnotknowingthatcontraceptives

exist.Ididn’tgiveherthemoney,yourbrotherdid.Iwasnothingbutamessengerheresoifyou

lookingforguiltypeople,startwithyourbrotherandhisex-girlfriend

ShethenstormedoutandleftmestandingtherewithIyana.YanaandIaren’tfriendsor

whatsoeversowedon’treallyhaveanythingtotalkabout…allweevertalkaboutismebutnot

thistimebecausejudgingbythelookshegaveme;Iwasjustasguiltyastherestofthem.I

pouredmyselfaglassofwaterbeforepouringAsemahlehersandthenheadedtoherroom.I

foundhersittingonthebedwithherlegscrossedandherelbowsrestingbetweenherthighs,

herfaceburiedbetweenherhands.

Me:hey.

Shelookedup

Her:I’msorryyouhadtogothroughthat.Momwasoutofline

Me:she’smad…whocouldblameher

Her:momoncehadamiscarriage,shewasonherwaytomyuncle’sgraduationwhentheplane

shewasincrashed,killingmydad’sparents.She’sabitsensitivetothiswholematterreally

Inodded.Wellasmuchasit’ssomethingthathappenedaverylongtimeago,itwasstill

availableonlinebutitdidn’tmentionthemiscarriagepartthough.Idon’tblameherforgetting

madshame,afterwhatsheandherdaughterhavebeenthrough…whowould?Therearepeople

outtheredyingtohavekidsyetyoufindpeoplewhodon’twantthem…it’sacrazyweirdmessed

upworldthatwelivein.

Me:I’msosorrytohearthat

Her:yeahitsucksreally.I’veneverseenmomthatpissed

Me:youtellingme

Her:thisisallmyfault.HadInotswitchedthecardsupthenshewouldn’thavefoundout



Me:thisisnotyourfault,youdidn’tknowandKateshouldhavelookedatthecardtoo

Her:butshedidn’t

Me:thisisnotyourfault.Youcan’tgodownforthis

Her:Ican’tbelievemomwouldthinkthatofus.Howdumbwouldwebethoughtousehercredit

cardinsteadofmineorMelo’s?

Me:whywashercreditcardwithyouanyway?

Her:eversinceAmsterdam.IwastheonetobookourflightticketsandsoIforgottogiveitto

herandshehasn’taskedforit.WhenImetupwithKate,mom’scardwasinthesmallpocketof

myhandbag,togetherwithMelo’scardsowithoutlookingIgaveKatethewrongcardwiththe

wrongpin…seeingthatthetransactiondidn’tfail,Iguesstheirpinsarethesame

Me:wowtheirrelationshipisstrongerthanIhadthought

Her:truebuttheythesamebecausemomusesMelo’scardwhenshecan’tfindherssohence

theyhavethesamepins

Me:right…

Shewastalkingbuthermindwasn’there,shewasasworriedabouthimasIwas.Youcannever

betoosurewithanangryblackwomaney.Andrightnow?MrsBesswasone.

.
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I'veseenmommadbutthiswasnothingliketheothertimes.Thistimearoundshewas

probablygoingtokillmeandgetridofmybody,withthekindofmoneyshehas...I'mpretty

sureshewouldn'tstruggleey.onethingI'msureofwasthatshedidn'thateme,Ithinkshewas

disappointedinmeandfortakingmattersintomyownhandswhenIcouldhavecometoher.

That'showsheraisedusanyway.Ifyouhaveaproblemthatyoucan'tdealwithyourown,then

youcometoherordad.Itriedtoexplaintoherbutmomwouldn'tlisten,shedidn'twanttohear

anythingbecauseaccordingtoherI'malwaysstickingupformytwin.Momisstubbornand

whenshegetslikethisyousitandlisten.WhenIaskedwhatwasupshethrewmeherphone

whichwasonmessageswithatextreportingthatacertainamountwasusedatMarieStopes.



Asemahlehasreallyfuckedmeupthistimearound!HowcouldshegiveKatethewrongcard?I

followedmomtotheguestroomheredownstairslimping.TheminuteIwalkedinsheslapped

meandIheldmycheek,itwasevidentthatshewashurtandmad.

Her:AbortionMelokuhle?

Me:momIcanexplain

Sheslappedmeagain.

Her:whatisitthatyourfatherandIdon’tdoforyouhuh?

Ikeptquiet.IwantedtorespondbutthenhowcertainwasIthatIwasn’tgoingtogetanother

slap?Shesatdownandlookedupatmestandingbythedoor.Shepattedthebednexttoher.I

limpedtositnexttoher.

Her:Iwouldhavepreferredhearingyoutellmethatthemoneywenttoalcoholordrugsor

something.butthisMelokuhle?Thisistoomuchevenforyou.

Me:momI’msorry

Her:whyMelokuhle?

Ishruggedher.

Her:don’tgivemethat!YouknowverywellthatwecouldhavesupportedyouandKatehere.We

couldhaveprovidedthatbabywitheverythingitwasgoingtoneed.Iwouldhavetakencareofit

foryouuntilyoucandoityourself.Whydidn’tyoucometomehuh?

MaybebecauseIwasscaredtoseethedisappointmentonyourfacemaybe.

Her:ANSWERMEDAMMIT!

Me:MomIaskedKatenottogothroughwithit,Ibeggedhernottodoitbutshewantedto.Kate

saidshecouldn’taffordbringinganunwantedchildintothisworldespeciallywiththesituation

sheisfrom.Shewouldn’tbeabletostandthedisappointmentonhermotherandgrandmother’s

face

Her:shecouldn’taffordachild?Melokuhleyouarethesonofthecountry’srichestman.What

doyoumeanshecouldn’taffordthechild?YouknowwhatI’mhearingrightnow,excusesand

nothingmore!Yougaveheryourcardwellmycardinthiscasetogothroughwithit.for

someonewhobeggedheryousureencouragedhertogothroughwithitthat’sforsure

Me:Ididn’tknowwhattodomom

Her:I’myourmother.Youweresupposedtotalktome,youalwaysusedtobeabletotalktome

whensomethingwastroublingyou.Whathappened?Whatwasdifferentthistimearound?And

don’ttellmeaboutdisappointment!ThisisworsethandisappointmentMelokuhle.



Shewascryingwhichmademetearupto.Ihateddisappointingtheonepersonwho’shadmy

backsincedayoneandwillhaveittillmylastbreath.I’vereallydoneitthistime.

Her:ifyouweren’tinjuredalreadyI’dprobablywouldhavehityouwithabroomrightnowand

knocksomesenseintoyoubutI’mnotthatkindofperson.Iwashmyhandsoffyou!

Withthatshegotupandwalkedout.Youknowyou’vereallyscrewedupwhenyourparentsays

that.Isattherenotknowingwhattodowithmyself.Ihatedmerightnow.I’llneverforget

mom’slook.TheangeranddisappointmentisnonelikeI’veseenbefore.Isattherewithmy

faceburiedinmyhands.Iheardthedooropen.

“heyyouok?”

Ilookedupanditwasbigsister.Shekneeledinfrontofmeandshewipedmytearsthatwere

runningdownmycheeks.

Me:shehatesme

Her:shedoesn’thateyou.Shejustdidn’texpectthisfromyou.Ialsodidn’texpectitbutweall

makemistakes

Me:IknowI’vedisappointedyouguys.Allofyou

Her:attheendofthedayitwasnotyourfinaldecisiontomake,itwashers.Momwillcome

around

Igaveafaintchuckle.Iknowmymother;thisshewillneverforgivemefor.

Her:IcanalwayscallYayaforyou,she’sinAsemahle’sroom

Ilookedatherandnodded.Ineededher.Shehuggedmeandthengotupandwalkedoutofthe

room.AwhilelaterYaya’sperfumefilledmyroom,shesmelledsogood.Sosweet.Shegoton

topofmeasIsatontheedgeofthebed.Iwrappedmyhandsaroundherassasshewrapped

hersaroundmyneck.Shedidn’tsayanythingandneitherdidIforwhatseemedlike30minutes.

.

.

-Amahle

Iwashurt,crushedreally.ThiswasthelastthingIwouldexpectfromMelo.Onmywayupstairs

IbumpedintoYanagoingdown,shedidn’tsayanythingandneitherdidI.Igottomyroomand

justsatdownbythedoor.HowcouldMelodosomethinglikethis?howcouldhesupportthis?

Meloisturning21thisyear,heisoldenough.heisgraduatingandhehasajobathisfather’s

company.Idon’tunderstandhowhecouldallowsomethinglikethistohappen.Thisboyis

financiallystablemorethanIwaswhenIwashisage,bythisImeanmyparentsleftmoneyfor

themandsodidDamon’sparentssobasicallyhedidnotneedajobforthenextthreetofive



yearsreally.Idon’tgetwhyhewouldallowKatetogothroughwiththisandIamprettysurethat

thispregnancywouldn’thavecomebetweenhimandYandiswa.Thatgirlwassmart,shewasa

realwomanandIknowthatshecouldhavehandledthisproperlybecauseshelovesmyson.I

don’tgetKate’sexcusesreally;ImeanifAya’sparentscouldforgiveherthensurelyherparents

wouldtoo.yes,peoplearedifferentbutamother’slovefortheirchildislikethatofGod.Kids

willalwaysbekids,theywillmakemistakesalongthewaybutattheendofthedaytheywill

alwaysneedtheirparentsandasaparentyourdutyistounderstandthatandwelcomethem

homewithopenarmsbecausetheyareyourstotakecareofandtoteachaboutlife.Kindoflike

theprodigalsoninthebible.Weallgoastrayatsomepointbutweknowthatthere’snoplace

betterthanhome.AsIwassittingtherebythedoorthetabrang,wellmycallsfrommyphone

aredivertedtothetabandseeingthatmyphonewasprobablydownstairsinthelounge,thecall

wasdiverted.IgatheredallthelittlestrengthIhadinmetogoandanswerit.itwasmyhusband.

IswearthatthisguyknowswhenI’mnotok,histimingisalwaysimpeccable.Iansweredit.

//Him:heyhoney

Me:uhhmheybabe

Him:iseverythingok?

Inoddedasthoughhecouldseeme.stupidright?IknowbutIdidn’twanttogiveitawayby

talkingnow.

Him:don’ttellmeyoujustnodded.Amahlewhat’sgoingon?

SeewhatImean?Heknowsmelikethebackofhishand.

Me:nothingbabe.

IwanttotellDamonaboutthisbutit’snotmynewstotellandI’mworriedthathemightcripple

Melo.Damonisnothinglikeme,hesawwhatthemiscarriageIyanawentthroughdidtoherso

forDerricktogivethisgirlmoneyforabortion…tohimthat’sjustasbad.

Him:seeingthatyoudon’twanttotellmethisoverthephone,I’monmywaythen

Me:youdon’thavetocomebackbabe.Everythingisfine

Him:IknowyouAmahle.Somethingiswrongandyoudon’twanttotellme.isitoneofthekids?

Ikeptquiet.

Him:seeyouin30minutes//

Hedidn’tevenwaitformyresponsebeforecuttingthecallonme.Ithrewthetabonthebed.

ThiswasthelastthingIneededrightnow.Iyanawalkedinwithaglassofwater.

Her:hereyougoing.

Itooktheglass



Me:thanks.

Igulpeditatonegoandsatdown,shejoinedmeonthebedandsatnextme.

Her:therewasnothinghecouldhavedonemom

Ilookedatherabouttorespondbeforeshecutmeoff

Her:pleaseletmefinish.AttheendofthedayitwasKate’sfinaldecisionandnothinghesays

ordocouldhavestoppedherfromthis.wedon’tknowthewholestoryforustojudgehimmom.

heishurtinghere,helosthisfirstbornthelastthingweshouldbedoingisturningourbacks

againsthimhere.Yes,hegavehermoneytogothroughwithitbuthedidn’thaveachoicehere,

whatifKatethreatenedhimorsomething?

OkmaybeIyanahadapointbutwhatcouldKatepossiblythreatenDerrickwith?hewasnever

supposedtopregnantherinthefirstplace.Idon’tcarehowexcitedtheywerebutthepregnancy

wasnotsupposedtohappen.Meloisnotreadyforababy,especiallywiththelifeheleads.

Me:yourfatherisonhisway

Her:youtoldhim?

Me:ofcausenotbutyouknowyourfather,Ican’tevenpretendwithhim

Her:dadwon’tunderstandmom.DadisgoingtomurderMelo

“whywouldImurderMelo?”

WebothturnedaroundandlookedatDamonwalkingintakinghistieoffandputtinghisbagon

thefloorbythedoor.IyaandIlookedateachother.

Me:it’snothingbabe.

IsaidgettinguptohughimbutIwasn’tconvincing.Hebrokethehug.

Him:soisanyonegoingtotellmewhat’sgoingon?

Her:KatemiscarriedDerrick’schild

Sheblurteditout.Itwaseitherthatorthetruthandthetruthisthelastthingmyhusbandneeds

tohearrightnow.YanaandhersiblingshavealwaysbeengoodatlyingtoDae,Iwasnever

reallyeasytotrickorlieto…maybeit’sbecausesomeoftheirlieswereplannedwithmebutas

forme,couldn’tlietomyhusbandlikethekidscould.Theywereconvincing.

Him:issheok?

Her:she’satherhomeatthemomentsowedon’tknowreally

IlookedatYana.Trustmykidstostandupforoneanother.



Him:youshouldprobablysendherflowersorsomething.how’sMelotakingit?

Me:he’swithYandiswaatthemoment

Him:heneedsher.I’llgocheckonhimlateron

Hewalkedouttothebathroom.ThankGodforIyanaorelseIwasnotgoingtobeabletodothis

withDamon.Isighedinrelief

Her:don’ttellhimmom…please!

Inodded

Her:I’lltalktoMelo.Dadcan’tknowthis,asforthemessageonyourphoneyou’llsayshewent

togetherwombcleaned

Me:IsweartoGodyouguyswenttoschoolforlying

ShelaughedatmeandwalkedoutprobablytofillMeloinonthislieofours,itwasoursnow.I

gotintothebathroomandmyhusbandwasintheshower.Itookofmyclothesandjoinedhim.

heturnedaroundtokissme.

Him:youok?

Me:Iamnow

Evenafter20years,lookingatmyhusband’snakedbodystillsentchillsdownmyspine.Damon

Bessmaturedlikefinewine.Hekeptinshape,probablythemostsexiest40-somethingyearold

Ihaveevermet.Hewasingoodshapeforsomeonehisage.IwaslookingashisDdrooling.

Him:eyesuphere

Igiggledandhelaughedatme

Him:yousuchapervert!

Hesaidgrabbingmyassmakingmewetsametime.Hepickedheupandpinnedmetothewall

andthenstartedkissingmeslowlyandpassionately.ThiswasjustwhatIneededrightnow.My

husbandandIhavealwaysbeensexuallyactive,agedidn’tchangeanythingandneitherdid

havingchildren.Idon’tunderstandwhypeopleblamethekidsfortheirlackofintimacyreally.

Wehadmindblowingshowersexandfromtherewetookittothebedroomandyoucan

imaginewhathappenedfromthereon.

.

.

-Melo

YayaandIbrokethemomentandgotinBedandcuddled.Noneofushadsaidanythingtoeach



otherfromtheminuteshewalkedintonow.ifIdidn’tknowbetterIwouldsayshehad

somethingonhermindeitherthanthisbutYayawilltalkwhensheisreadyto.

Me:youok?

Her:yeahI’mfine

Me:yousure?

Shewasabouttorespondwhenweweredisturbedbyaknock

Me:comein

Iyanawalkedinandsatattheedgeofthebed.

Her:youtwoarecosyandcute

Yayagiggled.

Her:welldadjustgothome…momdidn’tsayanythingandneitherdidI.WetoldhimthatKate

hadamiscarriage,betterkeepupwiththelieorriskdadmurderingyou

Me:thankssis

Her:nexttimetalktousbeforeyoumakesuchdecisions.Yayapleasedon’tgetpregnantyet

Webothchuckled

Me:she’sonbirthcontrol

Yayagavemealook,that“seriously”lookandIjustsmiledather.shenevertoldmenotto

mentionit

Yana:anywayIhavetogo.Seeyoulater.Byeguys

Us:bye

WiththatYanawalkedoutandYayahitmyshoulder,morelikesheshovedit

Me:OUCH!

Her:youdidn’thavetotellyoursisterthat

Me:sorry…geeez

Her:whatever

Me:oh…kay

Ipulledhertome,shetriedfightingmebuteventuallyshegaveinandwecuddled.Shetoldme

whathappenedatthedinnerandwhatherfatheractuallysaidthatpissedheroffandthenshe



toldmethatherfavouriteartistwasinJoburgandthatherworkwasbeingshowcasedathis

show

Me:soyoutheluckystudent?

Her:yep…

Me:whydoesitsoundlikethere’smoretothisthanyoulettingon?

Her:Imightgetascholarshiptostudyabroad

.

.
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HelookedatmeprobablywaitingmetocontinueorsayIwasjokingorsomethingbutreallyI

hadnothingmoretosay.Ididn’tmeantodropthiskindofbombonhimbutit’snopoint

draggingthisforlong.Hedeservestoknow.

Him:sowherewouldthatleaveourrelationship?

Me:whatdoyoumeanMelo?

Whatdidhemean?

Him:youtalkingaboutmovingacrosstheworldYandiswa.Wherewouldthatleaveus?

Yesterdaywhenyouaskedmeaboutworkingabroad,isthiswhatyouweretalkingabout?

Me:Ineedyoutounderstandandputyourselfinmyshoesherea…

Him:it’snotfairYandiswa.IjustgotyouandnowI’msupposedtojustwatchyoutakeoff?I

cannotloseyouYandiswa.Idon’twantto

Igotontopofhimandcuppedhisface.

Me:younotgoingtoloseme,especiallyoverthis.thiswillbegoodformycareeranditwillget

metherightexposureIneedforfuturepurposes.

Him:thenwhydoesitfeellikeI’mgoingtoloseyou



Me:youwillneverlosemeMelokuhle.

Him:that’sexactlyhowtherelationshipends

Me:sowhat?Youdon’ttrustthatwecanmakethiswork?

Iwasalittlehurtthathethoughtthislittleofourrelationship.ImeanIbelievewecanmakeit

work,heshouldbelievethatwecanmakethingswork.HeandIloveeachotherandourlovefor

eachothershouldnotbemeasuredbydistanceandtime.IloveMelokuhle,Iknowithasn’teven

beenayearletalone6monthsbutIlovethisguyandIcanimagineafuturebetweenus.callme

crazybutheisthefirstguyIactuallyseeafuturein,Ijustwishhesawthesameinme.

Him:IloveyouYandiswa.YouknowIdobutthis?youleavingthecontinent?Idon’tknow

Igotoffofhim.itwasprettyclearwherewestoodwiththismos.

Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:myplace.Ineedtobreathe

Him:Yayacomeon

Itookmybagandeverythingandwalkedout.HewasbeggingmenottogobutIcouldn’tstay,

Melowasbeingunfair!Notallofusarebornprivilegedashim,notallofusgettohaveafather

andmotheraspowerfulashisparents.OnmywayoutIbumpedintoMrBess,literally.Iwas

holdingbacktears.

Me:I’msosorry

Him:areyouok?youseemabitshaken

Me:I’llbefinesir;Ihavetogo

Him:yousureyouok?

Me:YesMrBessIamok.Goodday

WiththatIwalkedawaytothroughthekitchenandwentout.Iaskedoneofthedriverstodrive

metomyplace.Ididn’tevenfeelthedistancebecausemymindwasjustelsewhere.WhoamI

kidding?Iknowwheremymindwas,Iwasthinkingofhowselfishmyboyfriendwas.Hekept

callingandIkeptignoring,Icouldn’ttalktohimnow,Ididn’twanttotalktohimatall.Heparked

outsidemygateandIthankedhimandwentinside.IfoundLediinthekitchenmaking

somethingtoeat.

Her:Ididn’tthinkyouwerecomingback

Iputmybagonthefloorandmyphoneandkeysonthekitchencounterthensatonthehigh

chairs.Icouldn’trespondbecauseifIdidthenIwouldcryandIwouldn’tbecryingoutsadness

orsomethingbutitwouldbetearsofangerandIdidn’twantthat.IwassomadatMeloover



this.thisismyfutureweweretalkingabout,aintlikeIwasevenaskingpermissionbutIwas

tellinghimsothathecanbepreparedincaseIleave.

Her:Yandiyouok?

Shewasstandingontheothersideofthecounterwithherfacerestedonherhandswithher

elbowsonthecounterlookingatme.

Me:yeah

Her:whatdidMelodo?

Me:hethinkshe’sgoingtoloseme

Her:aahthat’scute

Me:hedoesn’tthinkheandIcan’tmakethisdistancethingworkNaledi

Tearsrolleddownmycheeks,thetearsIhadbeenholdingbackfoundtheirwayoutofwhere

theybelongandsliddownmycheeks.

Her:Melolovesyou.

Me:that’swhatIthoughtuntilrecently.It’slikehedoesn’twantmetosucceedandbethe

personIaspiretobe.ThisisgoingtotakemeplacesLedi,heissupposedtosupportandnot

shutmedownoverthis.thisismyfuture

Her:makehimunderstandthatthen

Me:he’sstubbornandhewon’tlisten

Her:Melolovesyou,healmostdiedbecauseyouweremadathim.heriskedhislifehereandif

aguycandoallofthatforyouthenIhavenoreasontodoubtthewayhefeelsaboutyou.Make

himseethingsthewayyouseethemandfindawayforwardfromthere.Thereason

relationshipsdieisbecauseofmiscommunication

Me:Idon’tknow

Her:Melohasallthemeanstocomeandvisityouwhenhecanandsowillyou.Ireadthisthing

onlineaboutthisthingyougoingtoandIlearntthatthemoneyearnedfromthepiecesyousell

willcometoyouandtheywillalsogiveyouanallowance,aplacetostayandtheywillbuyyoua

tickettogohomeforthoselongholidays.

EvenIdidn’tknowthat,allIknewwerethelittledetailsmylecturertoldmeandthatwasthat.

OnewouldthinkIwasn’tinterestedoranythinglikethatbutIonlyheardofthisyesterdayandI

didn’tthinkthatsuchnewswouldbeavailableonline.Myphonerang,Iwasabouttoendthecall

whenIsawAsemahle’snameandpicturepopuponmyscreen.

//Her:youleft,justlikethat



Me:I’msorry

Her:what’swrong?Youok?

Me:yeahI’mfine.I’msorryIleftwithouttellingyou

Her:didyouandmybrotherhaveafight?

Me:canwetalksomeothertime

Her:I’llcallyouagainlaterok

Me:sure.Bye

Her:byebabe//

Her:justthinkaboutwhatI’msayingokbabe

Shekissedmyforeheadandwentbacktoherpots.Iwentthroughmyphoneandlookedatthe

dozenmissedcallsfromMelo,themessagesbeggingmetocallhimbackortoanswerhiscalls.

Myphonerangwhilestillinmyhandanditwashimcalling.Igotupandtookmybagandwent

outansweringhiscall.

//Him:Yandiswawhereareyou?

Me:I’matmyplace

Him:don’teverscaremelikethat

Me:ok

Him:IwasworriedaboutyouYandiswa!

Me:wellI’mfineMelokuhle

Him:canwetalkaboutthisplease

Me:what’stheretotalkabout,youmadeitprettyclearthatyouareagainstmedoingsomething

Ilove

Him:youknowthat’snottrue!YandiswaIwantyoutogoplaces,IloveyouandIwillalways

supportyourhustleanddoanythingIcantohelpoutandyouknowthat!

Ikeptquiet

Him:YayaIloveyou,maybealittletoomuchthanIshouldandIamterrifiedoflosingyou

Yandiswa.Iknowwecanmakethisworkbutyoucan’tblamemeforbeingscaredlikethis.I’m

scaredyou’llmeetsomeonebetterthereandI’mworriedwe’lldriftapart

Me:wewon’tdriftapartifwedon’twantto.Relationshipsareaboutworkingtogetherbabeand



trustingineachotherthatwewillmakeitworkthroughthickandthin

Him:IwanttobelievethatYaya,Ireallydobutthingshappen.Thingswedon’tintendforto

happen

Me:nothingwillhappenonmyside

Him:andnothingwillhappenonmyside.I’minthisforthelongrunbabe

Me:youpromise?

Him:doyoupromise?

Me:ofcauseIdo

Him:Idotoo.pleasedon’teverleavelikethatagain

Me:don’tmakemeleavelikethattoo

Him:Iwilltrynottobabe.Sowegood?

Me:ofcausewegood.

Him:tellmeyouloveme

Me:Iwanttohearitfromyoufirst

Him:what?You’vebeenhearingmesayit.hehyaziyoualmostgotmeintroubleforleavinglike

that

Me:howso?

Him:youbumpedintodadwhenyoudramaticallystormedoutandtheoldguywalkedinhereall

concernedaboutDrGxaba’sdaughterandwhatIhaddonethistimeandthentherewasmy

sistertoowhocamelookingforyou

Me:it’sgoodtoknowthatyourfamilylovesme

Him:don’tgetcomfortable

Ilaughedatthewayhesaidit.therewassomethingaboutMelowhichIneverunderstood.I

don’tgetwhyhemadeitsohardtobemadathim.Ihavetriedfromtimeandtimebutitnever

lasts24hours.Hischarmiswaytoomuchevenforme.

Me:whateverbabe.Youloveme

Him:riiight.Bye

Me:byebabe



Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Therewassilence.

Him:whyaren’tyoudroppingthecall?

Me:whyaren’tyou?

Him:soyouwon’tgetmadifIdropitonyounow

Me:ofcausenot

Him:okbyeforrealthistime.

Me:byebabe//

AfterthecallIwasleftsmilingfromeartoear.Thisguydidthingstomeyouguys.Itooka

showerandthenwenttojoinLediinthelounge,shewaseatingspaghettiandmeatballs

watchingTheHavesAndHaveNots,aseriesbyTylerPerry.Isatnexttoher

Her:someoneseemsbetter

Me:wespokeandhewasactuallyunderstanding

Her:toldyoutomakehimseereason

Me:Ididn’thavetomakehimseereason.Hejustsawithimself

Her:ncooohyouguys

Me:yeah.Sowhere’smyplate?

Her:inthemicrowave.

Igotuptofetchitwithaforkandpouredsomesaucesthenwenttojoinher.Westayedupall

nighteatingsnacksandenjoyingthedramaofthefirstseasonandthenwewenttosleepinher

roomandwecuddledtoo.ThenextdayIwokeupandpreparedusbreakfastandtookittoher

inbed,shewasallsmilesandhappy.Igotacallfrommynewlyfoundedstepmotheraskingto

meetupforlunchandthenwedroppedthecall.

Her:andthat?

Me:thatwasmyfather’swifeaskingmeoutforlunch

Her:nice,yougoing?

Me:Idon’tknow.whatcouldsheandIpossiblytalkabout?



Her:youwouldbesurprisedey.Giveherachance

Me:soyousayIshouldgo?

Her:whatdoyouhavetolose?

InoddedandatemyfoodandthenshewenttowashthedisheswhileIdidthebedandwentto

prepareforthislunchwithmummydearest.AftershoweringIcalledmomandtoldherabout

theexhibitionandshesaidshewasgoingtobethereandshewaswithme100%aboutgoingto

studyabroadandwehadagreatconversationaboutMeloandI,wealsospokeofmystepmom

andshetoldmetoletmyguarddownandtakealeapoffaithwiththemasafamily,theymight

notbebadpeople.Afterthe1-hourconversationwithmymom,Ilotionedmybodyandthengot

dressedinasimplepinkdressandasandal,tookmythingsandcalledhertotellherIwasdone.

SheparkedoutsidemyplaceandIwalkedtohercar,shedroveatwodoorBenzwithredleather

seats.WewenttohavelunchinGateway.WhenIwastherefordinnerweneverreallygottomy

studies.ItwasabouthowIgrewupandwhereIgrewupandwhatmymotherdidforaliving…

thoselittlethings.

Her:sowhatareyoustudyingnow?

Me:Itakepicturesorpaintthem…eitherthanbeingapastor’swife,whatelsedoyoudo?

Her:IownaboutiqueinCapeTown,Joburgandhere

Inodded

Her:soareyougoingtotheartexhibitionnextweek?

Me:yeah…Ikindofgotinvited

Her:ohwowthatisnice.Iamproudofyou

Me:thanks

Ireallydidn’thavemuchconversationwiththiswomanandIthinkshepickedthatup.

Her:look,IknowyouandyourfathergotoffatthewrongfootthefirsttimeyouguysmetbutI

canassureyouthatheisagreatmanandagreatfather

Me:ofcauseyouwouldthinkthat.HewasthereforyouthroughoutallofyourpregnanciesI’m

sure

Shechuckled,notbecauseIsaidajokebutherchucklewassarcastic

Her:whathappenedbetweenyourmotherandyourfatheryearsagoistheirbusinessandIenter

nowherebecauseIwasn’ttherebutthismuchIcantellyou,hewouldhavelovedtobetherefor

youashehasfortherestofhiskids

Me:excepthedidn’tdoanything.Hedidn’ttrytocontactmymotherormeandyoucan’tsaywe



changedaddressesorstatesbecausemygrandmotherstilllivesintheverysamehouseshedid

19yearsagoandalsothenumbermygrandmotherusedbackthenisanumbermymomhas

beenusingforaverylongtimenowsowhat’shisexcusefornotbeingthere?What’shisexcuse

fornottrying?

Her:itwaswhatwasbestforyouandyourmother

Me:don’tgivemethatbullshit

Isaidrollingmyeyes.

Me:thereisnosuchthingandyouknowit.

Itookmyphoneandwasabouttotakemybagwhensheputherhandovermine

Her:pleasedon’tleave.Ididn’tmeantoupsetyou

Me:youdon’tknowyourhusbandfrom19yearsago

Her:butIknowhimfrom16yearsbackandIcantellyouthismuch,hehaschanged

Me:whatevermakesyousleepatnight.

Her:canwetalkaboutsomethingelseplease?

Me:IwouldlovetobutIhaveplans

Her:canIatleastgodropyouoffatyourplans?

Me:fine

Shesettledthebillandwewalkedoutandwenttohercar.IaskedhertostopinfrontofSihle’s

flat.HeandIhadalottotalkabout,hegotbacklastnightsayshehasasupp.Sihlewalkedout

toopen.

Her:soisthisyourboyfriend

Me:now…Sihleismyfriend

Her:oh

ShenoddedasthoughshedisapprovedbutreallyIdidn’tcare.Sihlegreetedandshegreeted

backwithattitude,Ididn’tmindherreally.Ijustgotoutofhercarandtookmythingsand

walkedouttotheGatewithSihle

Him:andthen?Whowasthat?

Me:thestepmother.Don’tmindher

Him:stepmother?Youhaveastepmother?



Me:notreally…it’salongstory

Him:Ialwayshavetime.let’sgobuysomethingtoeat.

SIhleleavedinBerea.WewalkedtoBereacentretobuyjunkandwentbacktohisplacetoget

stonedandtalkaboutthedramahehasmissedoutonwhilehewasonholidayandIwasback

inDurban.IeventoldhimaboutMelogettinginanaccidentonhiswaytomeandawholelot.

.
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NormallyI’mnotasunderstandingbutforthesakeofpeaceIletthingsbebecausethelast

thingIwantisusbreakingupoverherleaving.Imeanwhowouldcelebrateattheirgirlfriend

leavingthemforlordknowshowlong?ImeanIcheckedthisthingoutanditislegitbutthe

problemwiththisthingofhersisthatitmeansshewouldbegonefor3yearsandIdon’tknow

howthehellI’msupposedtolivewiththat.Yes,Icanvisitherandshecanvisitmebutlet’sbe

realisticnow,howoftendothosevisitslast?Theproblemwithlongdistanceisthatinthe

beginningyoutalkeverydayandthenstarttalking3or4timesaweekandfromthereyoutalk

onceortwiceaweekandfromthereyoutalkonceamonthandthecyclegoesonuntilyoutwo

talkbecauseyouprobablycameacrosssomethingtoremindyouthatyoustillinarelationship

andthenshiitendsjustlikethat.NowI’mnotsayingthatthisiswhatwillhappenwithherandI

butwhataretheoddsreally?Herleavingisfrustratingme,itsstressingmeout,todayIwentto

thedoctorandhetoldmemypressurewasupandthatIwasgettingbetterbutmebeinglike

thisisnothelpingmysituation.Yayaofferedtodriveme,momwasnotonspeakingtermswith

meunlessshewasaskingmetopasshersomethingorsheneededsomethingfrommeand

thatwasit.thatwasalsooneofthethingsstressingmeout.Wegottothecar,Ihadaskedthe

doctortoremovethecastonmyarmbecauseIfeltlikeIdidn’tneeditandmyarmdidn’thurt

anymore,wewentbackandforthaboutituntilIthreatenedtosuehim…itsstupidreally

becauseit’shisjobtomakesurethatIamwellandthatIfollowordersbuthegavein.Myarm

wasok;itwasn’tpainfulatallreally.Ithinkonecouldsaythatthex-rayswerewrongbecause

seeminglyallIdidwassprainitandnowitwasfineandbacktonormal.Wewereinthecaron

ourwayoutofthehospital.

Her:youok?

Me:yeahI’mgood



Her:yourdoctorsaidyourpressurewashigh

Me:yeahthingshappenbabe

Her:ok…wheredoyouwanttoeat?

Me:whereverweeatisfinereally

Shesighedandfocusedontheroad.HonestlyIhadalotonmymindbecausetodaywas

WednesdaywhichmeansthatintwodaysortomorrowshemightbeheadedforJoburgand

thenatwooraweekfromnowshemightjustbeflyingouttowherevershewillbe.Shegotinat

Gatewayandparkedneartherestaurantsoutside.Webothgotoff,Iheadedtohersideaboutto

takeherhandintominebutshedidn’thavenoneofthatsoIletherbe.Wewenttopanarottis

andweretakentoatablefortwo,thewaitresswasoucheathrowingsomeseriousvibeswith

me.wegottoourtableandsetonoppositesides,Ichuckledatthisgirl.itwasreallycutebut

I’moverthatlife.

Her:HimynameisAmyandI’llbeyourwaitressfortheday,canIgetyouguysanythingtodrink

solong?

Yaya:I’llhaveaBubble-gummilkshake

Me:andI’llhaveabottleofHeinekenplease

Her:comingrightup

Me:thanksAmy

Withthatshesmiledandwalkedaway,Yayaeyedmefromhermenuandwentbacktolooking

throughit.

Me:somethingisbotheringyou

Her:nope…nothing

Me:youknowIhateitwhenyoulikethis.youhaven’tevenleftandalreadythingsarelikethis

Her:exactly,Ihaven’tevenleftandalreadyyouflirtingwiththewaitress

Me:what?Iwasjustbeingnicegeez.Canwejusttalkaboutwhat’sreallybotheringyou?

Her:nothing’sbotheringme.I’mfine

Me:reallynow

Her:Melowhywon’tyoutalktomeaboutwhat’sbotheringyou.Weinarelationshipherebut

youwon’teventalktomeaboutwhat’sstressingyouout

Me:youarestressingmeoutYandiswa!



Her:me?

Me:yes,you.Idon’twantyoutoleavebutthenmetellingyouthatmakesitseemlikeI’mbeing

unfairtowardsyouandthatIdon’twantyoutogrowanddowhatyoureallylove.Ilovethatyou

passionateaboutthisbutIreallydon’twanttoloseyouYandiswa.Iloveyou

Shelookedatmewitheyesfilledwithtears.

Her:Ithoughtwewereoverthis

Me:clearlywenotbecauseit’sbeenbotheringmeeversince.Ican’tbareitYaya

Her:butMelothisisagreatopportunityformeandusinfuture

Me:Igetthatbutthisisinevitablereally.Wecan’tshyawayfromwhatmighthappeninthis

periodoftime.weoucheamakingpromisestoeachotherofwenottheoneswhohavecontrol

overwhatismeanttobeornot.I’mnotbeingnegativehere;I’mbeingrealistic

Her:sowhatareyousayingreally?

Me:nothing.I’mjustsayingthatwehavenocontroloverthefuture,letsfocusonthenowand

notmakepromisesneitherofuswillbeabletokeep

Amyarrivedwithourdrinks.

Amy:soareyouguysreadytoorder?

IlookedatYayawhowaslookingdown.

Me:We’llhaveaduoofthemonsteritopizza

Her:andwhichflavourswouldyoulike?

Me:babe?

Yaya:whicheveryouchooseisfinebyme

Me:ok.SaucyMeatSupremeandSaucyChickenandMushroomplease.Thankyou

Her:yourorderwillbereadyin30minutes.CanItakethese?

YayagaveherthemenuandIdidthesameandwiththatshethankedusandwalkedaway.Igot

upfrommysideandwenttositwithYayaonherside.Ihatethatmygirlfriendwaslikethis

becauseofme.thisalonemakesmeseemlikeajerkwhowantstogetintothenextskirtIsee

whensheleaveswhenactuallyitsnothinglikethatbecauseIloveYandiswaandIwouldn’tdare

doanythingtojeopardisewhatsheandIhave.Noskirtisworthit.Iliftedherfaceupwithmy

indexfingerandwipedhertearswithmythumbs,luckymeshewasn’twearinganymakeup.

Me:youhavenoideahowmuchIloveyou.IfIcouldlaymyheartoutforyouIwouldsothatyou

seethatonlyyouhaveitandnoonewillevertakeitfromyou.Ididn’tmeantoupsetyouhere,I



justwantedyoutoseethingsdifferentlyfromhowtheylook

Shenodded

Me:canIseethatsmileIlovesomuchnow?

Her:leavemealone

ShesaidtryinghardnottosmilebutwebothknowhowmuchofacharmerIcanbe,eventually

shegaveinandsmiledforme

Me:thereitis

Her:ShutupandmoveIwanttogocleanmyface

Me:fine

Isaidrollingmyeyes

Me:givemeakissfirst

Her:fine

Shekissedmycheekwithherredlips

Me:JesusChrist!Youbetternothaveleftmewiththeselipsofyours

Her:it’smyduty

WiththatIgotupandreturnedtomyseatandshegotupandwenttocleanherselfup.Itook

thistimetojustgothroughmymessagesandrespondtoafewofthemuntilYayacameback.

Me:tookyoulongenough

Her:Ineededtopeetoo.sowhileIwasinthelooIheardouryoungwaitresstellherfriendhow

shewouldgiveittoyou

Shesaidlaughing

Her:thethingsshewantstodotoyou…

Shecontinuedlaughingmakingmelaughto.there’ssomethingaboutwhensomeonelaughs,

theirlaughterautomaticallyrubsoffonyoutoo

Me:seriously?

Shewasinstitchesoflaughter.Amycamewiththepizzaandputitonitsstand,sheandYaya

sharedagazebeforesheleftus.Yayacrackedupevenmore

Me:whatbabe?



Her:sothatgirlwastellingherfriendhowshecan’twaittobealloveryoudoingwhatpornstars

do,saidshewouldletyou50shadeheranywhereandanyhow.Soherfriendasks,“howbigdo

youthinkheis?”that’swhenIcameoutandrespondedthatyouwerebigenough,Iwashedmy

handsandleftthemlookingliketheyjustgotstruckbylightening

Ilaughed

Me:maybeIshouldleavehermynumberthenandwe’llgettodothethingsyourefusetodo

Herfacialexpressionchangedwithinablinkofaneyemakingmelaughather.shewas

suddenlysoseriousandpouting.

Her:isthatwhatyouwant?IsthatwhatImeanwhoyou’llbedoingwhenI’mgone?

Me:what?NO!I’mkiddinghaiboYaya

Her:it’snotfunny

Me:howquickyouweretochange.Ican’trememberthelasttimeIlaughedlikethis

Shepinchedmewithherstilettonailsshehaddonefortheeventofthisweekend

Me:OUCH!

Her:servesyouright!

Me:canwejusteat.I’mstarvinghere

Her:eatwithAmy

Me:butIwanttoeatwithmyAmy

Isaidtuckingherweavebehindherear.Shehadweaveon,itwaspartedinthemiddlebut

apparentlyyoucanpartitthreeways…orsoshesays.Idon’tknowreally,maybebecausemy

sister’sdon’tputonanyweaveorwhatsoeverbecausetheirhairislongenough.theygotthe

hairfrommyfather’sside,yesmomhaslonghair;probably14”butmysister’shairisthatofa

whitepersonandthetextureisrichtoo.theyareblessedshame.AsforYaya,herhairis

probably10”long,allIknowisthatitslongenoughandshedoesn’tneedthelongweaveshe

hasonbutitlooksgoodonherthat’sforsure.

Her:IamnotAmy

Me:jealousylooksgoodonyou

Her:whatever!Let’sjusteatandleave.

Weatewhilechattingaboutstuff,shewasexcitedaboutherartgoingtobesoldatthe

exhibitiontopeoplefromalloverbecauseapparentlytherewasgoingtobepeoplefromallover

attendingthisthing.Youcouldjusttellthatshelovedwhatshewasdoingbecauseshelitup



everytimeshespokeofit,shewastellingmeabouthowwhenshegetsbackshewantstoopen

anartGalleryanditwillbeasuccess.Shewentontotellmethatthemoneyshegetsfromthe

picturesshesells;shewillputitinhersavingsaccountsothatsheisabletobuildthisgalleryof

hers.Iwasproudofhernodoubt.WhenweweredoneIsettledthebillandwiththatwedroveto

myhome.Thehousewasempty,meaningmomanddadwereatwork,Yanaprobablyalsoat

workandAsewasoutwithherfriends.Wewenttomyroomandwehadasteamymakeout

session.Ikissedhersideoftheheadasshelaidonmychesttryingtocatchherbreath,shewas

stillontopofme.

Her:Idon’tthinkI’llbeabletowalkaftertoday

Ichuckled,shesoundedsotired.YayaknewhowtobeontopthatmuchIcantellyou.Sherode

melikeapornstar…asAugustAlsinawouldsay.

Me:I’mcuriousastowhereyoulearnttodowhatyoujustdid

her:screwyou!

Me:youjustdidbabeandIamstilltryingtorecoverfromit

Sheclickedhertongue.SheraisedherheadandlookedatmeandIlookedatherback

Me:what?

Her:nothing.I’mjustadmiringwhat’sminethat’sall

Me:reallynow?

Her:yep.I’llnevertradethis,whatwehaveforanythingMelo.

Me:neitherwouldIbabe

Her:thenpleasetrustandbelievethat.Pleaseletmeleavepeacefullyandbelievethatwecan

makeitworkdespitewhereIam.

Me:Itrustyou.Ijusthopethatyoutrustmetoo

Her:ofcauseIdobutMeloshouldthisgettoomuchforyouandyoufeelasthoughyoucannot

livelikethis,pleasetellmeratherthantostringmealongandplaymeforafool

Iattemptedtotalkbutsheputherfingeronmymouth.

Her:IknowyouaguyandyouhaveneedsbutsodoI.WhatI’msayingisthatpleasedon’tcheat

onmeifyoucan’tcarryonlikethis,ratheryouendthingswithmeandbecivilwithmeoverthe

mattersothatIamabletounderstandwhyyouendthingsandonemorething,don’tpullthat

stuntyoupulledonKate.Mepissingyouoff,whichwillprobablyhappenalot,pleasedon’tblow

offsomesteambybangingsomechick,ifyouwanttoblowofsomesteam.Takeashotlike

anynormalpersonorgoshootsomehoopsorpunchabagorwallorsomething.justdon’t

cheatonmeordoanythingthatwillbreakmytrustbecausetrustislikeamirror,youcanfixitif



itsbrokenbutthecrackswillalwaysbethere.Nowyoucantalk

Me:youhaveyourselfadeal.Iexpectthesamefromyoubabe.ItrustyouwaytoomuchandI

don’twanttolosethattrustorbeputinapositiontodoubtyou.Itrustthatwecanmakethis

workok

ShekissedmeonmylipsandIresponded,herkissmademehardalloveragain.Shegiggledin

betweenthekiss,IflippedusoversoIwasintopandtherestishistoryastheysay.

.

.
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I’msorrythiscametodaybutI’msortofstrugglingtohandlethisdiaryandtheotherone.The

thingwiththesestoriesisthatI’mstrivingtoimprovewhereIlackedonTheSandsOfTshaniso

hencetheinsertsaren’talwayspoppingandthistimearoundtheinsertsarelongerthanfrom

seasonone.Soifthere’snoinserthere,checkAmahle’sDiaryforaninsertonTheBaby

Contract.IloveyouandagainIamsorry<3:*
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AfteranamazingsessionwithMelowewenttogetcleanedupandafterthatwegotdressed

andwentoutoftheroomtogetsomethingtoeat.HemadeussandwicheswhileIsatonthe

barstoolandwatchedhim.Hewasharmingsomethingandhesoundedsogood,nodoubthe

wasagreatsinger.Ijustsatthereandadmiredhim.

“Ididn’tknowyouwerehere.HelloYandiswa”

IwasstartledbyMrs.Besswalkinginfromthedoorthatledtothepassage.Thiswomanwas

forevergraceful,everythingaboutherwasjustbeautifulandperfect.Yes,perfectdoesnotexist

butIsweartogodthatshewas.Shewaswearingabeautifulnudepencilskirtwitharedshirt,

hairhangingloosealmostasthoughshejusttookoffherhairbandandwearingpinksleepers.

Nodoubtshehadjustcamebackfromwork.

Me:helloMa,howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodhoneyandhowareyou?

ThetensionbetweenherandMelowasvisible.It’snodoubtthatthesetwowerearguingabout



something.WellMelofilledmeinonhergivinghimthesilenttreatmentbutIdidn’tthinkitwent

thisfar.

Me:I’malsogoodthankyou

Her:how’shome?Didyoupassallyourmodules?

Ismiledbeforeresponding.Iwasproudofmyselfforhavingdonethatwell.

Me:Homeisok,momisactuallycomingonherwayhereaswespeakandasformymodules,I

passedeverything

Her:that’sgood.Iamproudofyou.

Shebroughtmeinforahugandthenbrokeit.

Her:youdidgood.Howlongwillyourmotherbeintownfor?

Me:notforlong,wegoingtobeattendinganartExhibitioninJoburgthisweekend

Her:theoneMeloandhissisteraregoingto?

IlookedatMelowhowalkedovertohandmeasandwich.Inodded

Him:canImakeyousomethingtoeat?

Sheshookherheadandwalkedovertothefridge.Melolookedatmeandshruggedwhilebiting

onhissandwich.

Her:Ididn’tknowyouwerethatdeepintoart,Ithoughtyoujustdidphotography

Me:ILOVEallthingsart,itseverywhere,it’sineverything.Theguyhostingtheexhibitionis

actuallymyidol.Iadmirehimandhiswork.GodIworshiphim!Hewillbeshowcasingsomeof

mypieces

Sheturnedaroundandwasholdingabottleofwater.

Her:wow!Lookatyoudoingbigthings.Jensaystheguyoffersascholarshiptostudyabroad

Sheopenedherwaterandleanedagainstthecupboardwhilesippingonit.

Me:yes...

Her:forhowmanyyearswillyoubestudyingthere?

Me:ifIreadeverythingcorrect,itwillbefor3years

Her:wherewouldthatleaveyourrelationshipwithDerrick?

Iswallowedhardbeforeanswering.



Him:wewillmakeitwork

Mrs.Bessdidn’trespondtoMelo,insteadshejustlookedatmewaitingforaresponse.

Her:you’llforgivemebutIwasoncewithamanlikeMelokuhleinmyfirstyearinvarsity.Iwas

hereinDurbanandhewasstudyinginJoburg,hewasn’teventhereforamonthwhenIfound

himinbedwithsomegirlwhomhehadconvincedmefromtimetotimethatshewasnothing

butafriendtohim.NowItrustyoubutitsMelokuhlethatIdon’ttrust.SoagainIask,where

wouldthisleaveyourrelationship?

Me:I’dliketobelievethatheandIwillmakeitwork

Her:foryoursake,Ireallyhopeheisabletokeepitinhispantsfor3years

Withthatshewalkedoutwithherwater.IlookedatMelowhohadhiseyesonmethiswhole

time.

Me:whatjusthappened?

Him:thatismymotherforyou.

Me:Ishouldleave.MymotherisprobablyonherwayinsideDurban

Him:soyouleaving…

Me:yep

Him:whattimeareyouleavingtomorrow?

Me:inthemorningIhaveafewthingsmomandIneedtodosowe’llprobablyleavearound2or

3pm

Him:sodoesthatmeanIwon’tbeseeingyou?

Me:Imightjustdropbytokissyougoodbyeandifnotwe’llmeetinJoburg

Him:whatarethechancesofmegoing?

Me:Idon’tthinkyourmomwillstandinthewayofyoucomingtosupportme

Hechuckled

Him:yepshelikesyouthatmuchhuh

Me:nottobefullofmyselforanything…butsheadoresmeandsheseesherselfinme

Him:right…let’sgetyouacartodriveyouhomeMissfullofyourself

Ilaughedathimandtookmythingsthenwewalkedout.



Me:sohowlongisthis…youandyourmomgoingtohaveagoatit?

Him:we’veneverwentthislongwithouttalkingsoreallyIdon’tknow.

Me:haveyoutriedcallingKate?

Him:forwhat?

Me:wellshe’sthecenterofallofthissoyoukindofhavetocallher

Him:I’llsee

Me:don’tseeMelo,do.Katemightjustbethekeytoyouandyourmotherfixingthings

Thecarpulledupinfrontofus.

Him:IwillseeyouinJoburg

HesaidattemptingtokissmebutIgavehimmycheek

Him:whatnow?

Me:Meloyoudon’tevenknowifshewentthroughwithitornot

Him:itwaspaidfor.Analertfromthebanknotifiedmymother’sphone

Me:justtalktoKateMelokuhle

Him:whywouldshepayandnotgothroughwithit?

Me:howamIsupposedtoknow?MelokuhlejustcallKateandtalktohertogetherwithyour

mother.Letherbetheonetoexplainwhyshewentaheadwitheverythingtoyourmotherand

hopethatyouandyourmomwillbefineafter

Justashewasabouttorespondmyphonerang,IraisedmyhandathimsoIcananswermy

mom.

//Me:Bheps

Her:Iwillhityouwena

Ilaughedather

Me:whereareyou?

Her:Ijustgotin.I’mheadedtoDurbanStation

Me:howmanyminutesmaybe?

Her:15Ithink.SayshereI’msupposedtoarriveat18:45



Me:uhhmokmomI’llbetherenownow

Her:okbaby.Seeyouinabit.//

Him:youhavetoleave?

Me:yep.Wenotdonetalkingaboutthis

Isaidkissinghischeek

Him:you’llcallmethen

Iwasalreadyinsidethecar

Me:yes,IwillandyouwillcallKate.I’mnotaskingyouthistimearound,I’mtellingyou!

Henoddedandleanedintokissmebeforethedriverdroveoff.Iaskedthatwestartatthebus

stationbeforehedrivesmehome.Hedroppedusoffinfrontofthedoorandwewentinside.

Her:spotless…Iseeyouguysknowhowtotakecareofyourselves

Me:comeonmom,youknowwealwaysdid

Her:sowhereisthatfriendofyours?

Me:Idon’tknow.Inherroommaybe,I’llgoandcheckonher.Letmeshowyouwhereyouwill

besleepingtoo

WiththatIwalkedupthestairsandshefollowedrightbehindmetothespareroom,Ileftherto

settleinwhileIwenttocheckonLedi.Iknockedbutshedidn’trespondsoIwalkedin.Ifound

hersleepingpeacefully.Igotontopofherbedandpattedherlightly,sheblinkedafewtimes

beforeopeninghereyesfully.

Me:heyyou

Her:hey.Whendidyougethere?Where’syourmom?

Me:inthespareroom.Youok?

Her:yeahI’mfinebabe.Ijustfellasleepthat’sall

Me:younotonetosleepintheafternoon.Whatisit?

Her:nothing.I’mfine

Me:Naledi.

Her:Yandi

Me:what’sgoingon?



Her:arghitsnothing.Lathithawashereearlieronmakingthreatsthatall

Me:oh…

Her:yeah,Idon’tknowhowsheknowbutsheknowsthatyouwillbeleavingforthestatessoon

andshementionedsomeshiitaboutbeingthemadamwhenyougone…youknowhercrazyass

Me:whatisitwiththisgirl?!

Her:sheismentallyillandsheneedsmedicalattentionthat’swhat’swrongwithher

KnowingLathitha.IbelievethatshewilltryherlevelbesttogetwithMelowhenI’mgone.Sheis

verymuchcapableofthatnow.ThisgirlisreallytestingmypatienceIswear

Her:heydon’tworryaboutit.AfterthebeatingIgaveher,shewon’ttryanything

Me:webothknowthatwon’tstopher.Let’sgooutfordinner

Her:ok.I’llchangeintosomethingappropriate

Shewaswearingbumshortsandcroptopvest.Sheknowsmomwouldn’tapproveeventhough

Iwearlikethatbutmomdoesn’tletmegooutdressedlikethatnordoessheallowanyofmy

friendsto.

Her:haveyouheardfromNita?

Me:lasttimewespokeshewascomingbacknextweek.Idon’tknowbabe

Her:weshouldskypehertonight

Me:we’lldo,letmegocheckonmomok

Her:meetyouatthebottom

Iwalkedouttocheckonmomandshewassittingontopofthebedtalkingonthephonetelling

whoevershehadarrivedsafely.Isatnexttoher,shefinishedhercallthenputherphonenextto

her.

Me:soweshouldgoandeatout,Ledididn’tcookandI’msortoflazy

Her:whyamInotsurprised?Sowherearewegoingtoeat?

Me:Gatewayiscloser.

Her:ok…letmeshowerfirstandthenwe’llgo

Me:yes,ma’am

WiththatIwalkedoutandwenttowaitonherdownstairschattingwithmyfriendaboutstuff

untilthedoccamedowndressedinalooselongdresswithasandalandablackleatherjacket.



ShelookedHOTthat’sforsure.Weshoweredherwithcomplimentsmakingourwayoutofthe

housetoLedi’scar.WegottoGatewayandheadedtoSpur,IorderedasaladbecausereallyI

wasn’thungryandIaskedthemforaribmealasatakeaway.Justasweweresittingeating,I

sawmyotherfamilywalkin.myeyesandSino’smetandsheranovertoourtable.

Sino:GodIhavemissedyou!

Me:hellotoyoutoosweetie

Igotuptohugher

Mom:shelooksjustlikeyou

Me:thenthatwouldmeanshelookslikeyoutoothen

Webrokethehugandsharedalaugh.

Me:momthisisSinothandoandSinothisismymotherandthisisNaledimybestfriend

Sino:nicetofinallymeetyou,Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyou

Mom:likewise.Nicetomeetyoutoo

Justthenherparentswalkedover.

Dad:Babes?

MomturnedaroundtolookathimwhileLedijustsmirked.Iwasn’treadyforthistohappennow

ofalltimes.

Mom:Thandohi.

Idon’tknowwhatwasgoingonbutjudgingbythewayhewaslookingather;youcouldtellhe

wassearchingforsomethingthatoncewastherebutwithmomitwasdifferent.Itwaslikeshe

wasstandinginfrontofastranger.Itwasasifshehadnevermethimbeforeandasifthey

don’thaveachildtogether.It’snodoubtthatmomwasoverhimbutIdon’tthinkhewasover

her.Dadwasgoingforahugbutmomwentwithahandshake…OUCH!

Him:uhhmHoneythisisBabalwa,Yandiswa’smomandBabesthisismywifeCarolineand

theseareourson’sChristianandChristopher

Christianwaseversosweetwhengreetingusallbuthistwinwasjust“toocool”forus.

Mom:nicetomeetyouall.Youhaveabeautifulfamily

Car:thankyou.Youhaveabeautifuldaughteryourself

Mom:thankyou

Dadcouldn’tkeephiseyesoffofmom.Wellshewasbeautifulobviouslybutit’snodoubtthat



hestillhadathingforher.HecouldbarelykeephiseyesoffandIthinkSinonoticedbecause

sheaskedherdadthattheygoandfindatableforthefamily

Caro:itwasnicemeetingyouandIhopewecouldmeetsomeothertimeandhaveachat

someday

Mom:why?Sowecanexchangestoriesabouthowmuchofanassthemanyoumarriedisor

maybehowgoodinbedhewas…lasttimeIchecked

LediandIlookedateachotherholdingbacklaughterandshock

Caro:uhhhmno.Ididn’tseeitlike

Mom:Iwasjustkidding.Soundedfunnyinmyhead.I’msorrytohaveoffendedyou

Her:right.UhhmIshouldjoinmyfamily

Mom:wecandobreakfasttomorrow

Momhadherpokerfaceonthiswholetime.Shewascreepilycalmifyouaskme.

Caro:you’llgetmynumberfromyourdaughter,anytimeisfinebyme

Mom:ok.NicetomeetyouCaroline

Her:likewise

Withthatshewalkedovertoherfamily.

Us:whatthehellwasthat?

LediandIspokeinunison’

Mom:nothing

Ledi:excusethelanguagebutyou’reabadb*tch!

Me:she’sright.“joke”?reallymom

Mom:Iwasonlypressingherbuttonsthat’sall.Seeingwhatmakesherbreakandstuff…

Ledi:herhusbandcouldn’tkeephiseyesoffofyouthough

Mom:whenyou’vegotit,you’vegotit.Noamountoftimecanmakeyouforgetthatonegirl

Ledi:eventhoughyouseemtohaveforgottenthatoneboy

Mom:ithappens.I’veforgivenhimofeverythingbutno-onetreatsmydaughterthewaythey

haveandthinkthatI’llletitgo

MomknowsaboutmymeetingwithCarolineandshewasnothappywiththewayitwentand



shevowedtomakehermiserable.Trustmymother.

Me:riiightmom

Mom:don’tworryIwon’tdoanythingyouwouldn’tdohoney

Me:that’sexactlywhatworriesmemom.

Mom:I’mabiggirl

Wecontinuedtoeatandwhenweweredone,Ihadmytakeawayandthenweheadedhome.I

gavemomCaroline’snumberandthenextdayshedressedtokillfortheirbreakfast.LediandI

droppedheroffwhilewewenttorunafewerrandsintownbeforeIleave.

.

.

-Thando

SeeingBabestodaybroughtbackforgottenfeelings.Ineverstoppedlovingher.Iwasforced

intoforgettingaboutherbutIneverforgotherortheloveIhadforher.Yes,Iwasstillinlove

withBabalwaGxabaandIregretnotstandinguptomyfather18yearsago.Ihatemyselffornot

standinguptohimbecauseIlostaverygoodwoman.It’struewhattheysayaboutlosing

someoneinordertorealizewhatyouoncehad.IlovemywifebutI’minlovewithmyuniversity

girlfriend.WhenmyfamilyandIgothomemywifewasinthemood,notagoodonethou.We

wereinourroomchangingintooursleepingclothes

Her:areyouinlovewithher?

Me:excuseme?

Iturnedtolookatherbutshehadherbackonmegettingoutofherclothes

Her:Iaskedifyouareinlovewithher?

Me:who?

Her:don’tplaydumbwithmeThando

Shesaidraisinghervoiceatme

Me:sincewhendoyouraiseyourvoiceatme?

Her:justanswermethisandI’lldropit

Me:she’sthemotherofmychild.There’snothingmoreI’llspeakofit

Her:insimpletermsyouloveher



Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Her:thetruthThando.Isawthewayyoulookedather

Me:Ihaven’tseenhereversinceourdaughterwasbornwhichwaswhenYandiswawasstillin

hospital

Her:you’veneverlookedatmethewayyoulookedather

Me:Idon’tknowwhatyouexpectingfrommeCarolineandIamnotdoingthiswithyou.Not

tonight.

WiththatIgotinunderthecovers’

Her:soyougoingtosleepwhileI’mtalkingtoyou?

Me:goodnighthoney.

Iswitchedoffmysidelampandwenttolalaland.Iwasnotabouttoargueaboutthis.Iknow

howIfeelaboutBabalwaanditwillneverchange.You’dthinkafterthismanyyearsI’dbeover

herbutI’mnot.IalwaysimaginedhowitwouldbeifsheandImetbuttodaywasunexpected,it

caughtmebysurprise!IloveherandIdon’tthinkIwilleverstop.

.

.
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GuysIpostoncehereandthenpostonceinAmahle’sDiary.OnedayIposthereandthenext

dayIpostthereandsoonandsoforth,andIwon’tpostmorethanonceunlessitsholidaysor

somethinglikethat.Ineedtofocusonotherimportantthingsatthemoment.
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S02E06–Melo

MaybeYaya’sideaisnotsobad.MaybeIshouldgiveKateacall,ifthat’swhatitwilltakefor

momandIfixourrelationship.Iwenttofetchmyphoneinmyroomandwenttohernumber

andcalledher.sheansweredafteraverylongtime.

//Me:Hey

Her:whatdoyouwantDerrick?



Me:weneedtotalk

Her:about?YouandIaren’texpectinganymoresowemightaswellloseeachother’snumbers

Me:Idon’twanttodothisasmuchasy..

Her:thenwhyareyoudoingit?

Me:mygirlfriendthinksthatyouarethekeytomeandmymomtalkingagain

Her:wheredoIenterinyouandyourmothernottalkingDerrick?

Me:sheknowsaboutyouabortingKate

Shekeptquietforawhile

Me:Kateyoustillthere?

Her:how?

Me:incontactKate.SocanIsendadrivertocomepickyouup

Her:Idon’tthinkIcanfaceyourmotherDerrick

Me:KatejustdomethisonefavourandI’llloseyournumberandneverbotheryouagain

Her:whyshouldIdoyouafavour?

Me:Idon’tknow.maybebecauseIamtheonewhopaidfortheflippingabortionyouwereso

persistenttoget

Iwasgettingpissed.Iwasnotinthemoodforthis.whydoeseverythinghavetobedifficultwith

everything?

Her:sowhat?Areyougoingtoholdthisagainstme?

Me:Katejustdothisandyou’llneverhearfrommeagain

Her:fine.

Me:I’llsendsomeonetocomeandfetchyou.Youstillinres?

Her:yes.WhereelsewouldIbe?

Me:ayt//

IdroppedthecallandwenttothekitchentocalloneofthedriverstogoandfetchKate.I

startedpreparingsomethingwecanalleat.Momwalkedinandrefilledherbottlewithoutsaying

anythingtome.shewasabouttowalkoutwhenIstoppedher

Me:Mah



Sheturnedtolookatme

Me:IcalledKate,she’sonherwayhere

Shenoddedandwiththatwalkedout.Thingswerereallybad.

“Youcooking?That’safirst”IfeltIyana’sarmswraparoundmeandhugmefrombehind.Her

perfumewastoosweetanditalwaysgaveheraway.

Me:hellotoyoutoo

Her:Ihopeyounottryingtokillmymother

Me:hahaveryfunny.Kateisonherwayhere

Sheremovedherhandsfrommeandleanedonthecounternexttothestove.

Her:why?Soyoucookingtoimpressher?

Me:really?!TheonlypeopleIaimtoimpressaremyparentsandmygirlfriend

Her:riiightMr.Sowhyisshecominghere?

Me:becauseisaskedherto

Her:Ididn’tevenknowyoutwowerestillincontactwitheachother

Me:Istillhavehernumberandshehasn’tchangedit…Yayathoughtitwouldbeagoodideato

haveKatetalktomomandmakeherunderstandwhyshedidwhatshedid

Her:andyouthinkmomwillbecoolwiththatjustbecauseitscomingfromhermouthandnot

yours?

Me:I’mhopingthatSopranowillsoundbetterthanabass

ShelaughedandsodidI.

Her:youareplayingwithfireherebutgoodluck.

Me:it’sthethingsYandiswamakesmedo.Idon’tevenknowwhyIlistentoherattimes

Shechuckled

Her:it’scalledlovelittlebrother

Sheroughingupmyhairandwalkingouttoprobablygreethermother.Therewasaknockon

thedoor.IwenttogetitandKatewasstandingontheothersideofthedoorlookingallcutein

dressandasandalwithjacketontop.

Her:hi



Me:hello.Comeinplease

Isaidsteppingaside

Her:howareyou?

Me:I’vehadbetterdays.Howareyou?

Her:gettingbetter.Smellsgood

Me:thanks.Uhhmpleasecomethisside

Her:where’syourmom?

Me:intheloungeIthink

Her:YOH!

Me:shewon’tdoanythingtoyouIpromise.

ShetookadeepbreathinandsodidIbeforewewalkedintothelounge.MomandIyanawere

chattingupastormaboutsomethingandtheywerelaughingtoo.

Iya:Kate.Hi

Kate:uhhmHello.

Mom:hi.

Thingsjustgotawkward.

Iya:pleaseseat.

Shesaideyeingme,Ilookedatherbeforesignallingtotalkinthepassage.Sheexcusedherself

andsaidshewasgoingtohelpmeout.Mylegwaskillingme,I’vebeenstandingfortoolong.

Shefollowedmetothekitchen

Her:youok?

Me:it’sjustmylegbutI’mfine

Isaidsittingonthebarstool

Her:needmetofinishup?

Me:yes,please.

Isatdownonthebarstool.mylegwasjustdoingotherthingstome…it’snowthatI’mrealising

thatIspentmostoftodaystandingwhenYayaandIwereatGatewayandthenthere’sthe

cooking.Thataccidentreallydidanumberonmeandthescarsareproofofthat.



Iya:yousureyouok?

Me:mylegiskillingme.canIleaveyouhereandgositintheloungeinstead?

Her:I’llgogetyoupainmedsok.

Me:thankssis

Igotoffthechairandlimpedtothelounge.Therewasjustawkwardsilencewithonlythetv

makingnoise.

Mom:soKate,whatbringsyouhere?

KatelookedatmebutIwasnotabouttobailheroutherewiththepainI’mfeelingonmyleg.

Her:uhhmMelocalledme

Mom:oh…

Iyawalkedinwithmymedsandhandedthemtome.

Her:howdoyoufeelnow?

Me:surelytheydon’tworkinstantlynow

Mom:what’swrong?

Iya:it’shisleg

Me:I’mfine

Mom:shouldIyacallthedoctortohaveitcheckedout?

Shewasworriednodoubt.WelltodaywasthefirsttimeIwentout,bygoingoutImeangoingto

themallandactuallyroamingaround.NormallywhenIgooutitstochurchortoarestaurant

andthenheadstraighttothecarafter.

Me:momI’mfine.It’snothingserious.Iyayoubetternotburnanything

Her:hahahawhatever!

Withthatshewalkedout.Idon’tlikepeoplestressingovermeandifItellmomthatthepainis

toomuchthenImightjustnotgotoJoburgfortheexhibition.

Mom:areyousureMelokuhle?

Me:yes,momIamsurenowcanwepleasejustfocusonmorepressingmatters.Idon’tlikethis

tensionbetweenus,it’snothealthyforbothofusmom.SoreasonIcalledKateoverissothat

shecanbetheonetoactuallyexplaintoyouwhyshedecidedtogoaheadwiththeabortion

evenafterIbeggedhercountlesstimesnotto.



ThiswholetimemomhadhereyesonmeandwhenIwasdonesheturnedtoKatewhowas

lookingdown.

Mom:Kate…

Her:MrsBess

Mom:doesyourmomknowyouhadanabortion?

Kateshookherhead

Mom:catgotyourtongue?

Kate:NoMrsBess

Mom:thenanswerme

Her:Mymotherdoesn’tknow.

Mom:thefactthatshedoesn’tknowthenthatonitsownshouldtellyoujusthowwrongwhat

youoptedforiswronginsomanylevels.I’mnotyourmotherbutIamamotherandIhavetwo

daughtersandevenIknowthatasaparentyoudon’tthrowyourchildintothewolveswhenthey

needyouthemost

Her:nodisrespectMrsBessbutyourdaughtersandIcomefromcompletelydifferent

backgrounds.Youhaveallthemeanstosupportyourdaughtersiftheyweretogetpregnantby

mymotherdoesn’t.sheisalreadytakingcareofme,mygrandmother,mysiblingandherself

andit’shardenoughasitisforhersomebringinganextramouthtofeedwasjustnotan

option

Mom:doyouthinkIwouldsitbackandletyousufferwhileyoucarrymyveryfirstgrandchild?

Hadyoutwospokentoyourparentslikeyoushouldhavetheminuteyoufoundoutthenwe

wouldhavecomeupwithasolutiontogether.Youtooktheeasywayoutofthis.a

disadvantagedbackgrounddoesn’tgiveyoutherighttomurderaninnocentchild.Doyouthink

I’dbeheretodayifmygrandmotherhadnotgivenmymotherupforadoption?Youcouldhave

giventhechildlifeandgivehimorhertometoraisehimorherforyouuntilyouareableto

standonyourownfeetbecauselikeyousaid,Ihaveallthemeansandthatappliestomy

grandchildto.

Katewipedhertears.Ididn’tevenknowshewascryinguntilIheardhersniff.

Mom:Idon’tcondonewhatyoutwodidandthismuchIcantellyou,youwillbothregretitinthe

longrunbecausethis…hasawayofcomingbacktoyou.Whathappenswhenyou“ready”fora

childKate?

Sheshrugged

Mom:whathappenswhenyouandyourhusbandpayfordozensofproceduresbecauseyouare



unabletobarehimanheir?Thenwhat?Didyouthinkaboutallthesethingsbeforeyouwent

aheadwiththis?whataboutyouMelokuhle?Youarejustasguiltyassheis.Idon’tcarewhat

yousaidbutclearlyitwasnotenoughtoconvincehernottogothroughwithit.Youwere

supposedtotakeresponsibilityofyouractionsbutyoudidtheopposite.You“tookcare”ofthe

probleminstead.AnywayI’mMelokuhle’smotherhereandnotyoursandwhatyoudowithyour

bodyisyourproblem.WenaMelokuhlenexttimeyouarefacedwithsomethinglikethisinfuture,

rememberthisconversationandIwantyoutorememberthedisappointmentonmyfacethe

dayIheardaboutthis.

Kate:MrsBessI’msosorry.

Mom:youdidn’tdoanythingtomesweetie.I’mjustyourex-boyfriend’smother…ifheeven

countsasanexconsideringitdidn’tevenlastamonth.IfIwasoneofthosecruelparents,I

wouldhavespokentoyourmotheraboutthisbutI’mnot.Nexttimethinkofalltheprosand

constowhatyouwanttodobeforegoingaheadwithit.Ibelievethatthere’snobetteradvisor

thanyourparentbecauseattheendofthedaytheyarethinkingaboutyouandtheywantwhat’s

bestforyou.Yourmotherwasgoingtobehurtanddisappointedbutshewasstillgoingtobe

thereforyoubecauseit’sinamother’snaturetodoso.Idon’tknowherbutI’msurethatthis

wouldcrushherasmuchasitcrushedme.Ihopeyoubothlistenedandheardmeclearly.

Me:yes,mom

Kate:yes,MrsBess

Mom:gogetyourselfcleanedupinthebathroombelowthestairsandcomebackforlunch

Shenoddedandgotupheadedtowheremomhadtoldhertogo.

Mom:Neverputmeonthespotlikethatagain

Me:okmomIwon’t.Butitwasyourpreciousdaughterin-law’sidea

Mom:andyoulistened?

Me:yousoundsurprised?

Mom:she’schangingyouforthebetter.

Ismiled.Shewasright,IamnotthepersonIwasbeforeYandiswa.

Me:yeah

Mom:butseriouslyMelokuhle.Nexttimeyouarefacedwithsomethinglikethis,talktome.you

usedtobeabletotalktome.whatchanged?

Ishrugged

Me:Ididn’twanttodisappointyoulikethis



Mom:andwhatdidyougainoutofyounotwantingtodisappointme?

Me:yougivingmethesilenttreatmentandourrelationshipalmostbreaking

Mom:exactly.Foreveryactionthereisareaction…yourememberthat

Me:I’mreallysorrymom

Shegotuptojoinmeonthecouchandpulledmeinforahug

Her:Iforgiveyou.IhadforgivenyouagesagobutIjustwantedyoutounderstandthe

consequencesofyoudoingsomethingwithoutthinkingitthrough

Shebrokethehug

Me:lessonlearnt

Her:nexttimeMelopleasetalktome.aboutanythingandeverythinglikebeforeok?

Inodded

Her:rememberthatI’llalwaysknow.Idon’tcarehowsmartyouthinkyouareey,nothingever

stayshiddenforever.

Inodded

Me:ofcause.I’malawstudent,thatmuchIknow

“gladtoseeyoulovebirdsfixedthings”

WelookedupandYanawasholdingatrayoffoodandsheputitontopofthetable.

Mom:youknowus.nothingistoobigforus

Iya:nomoresilenttreatments?

Mom:weoverthat.MysonandIaregood

Me:ItoldyouIwasthefavouritechild

Momhitmyshoulderplayfullylaughing

Mom:allofyouaremyfavouritechildren.AsmuchasyouguyshaveaPhDinlying

Me:geezmomreallynow

Iya:uhhhmletmegoandfetchyourplate

Shewalkedoutlaughingatus

Mom:Iloveyouok



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Shekissedmycheekandtookherplate.Katejoinedusallcleanedup,wellshehadpinkcheeks

andredeyesbutshewasok.Weatechattinglikewenormallywould.ThefoodIcookedwas

amazingevenifIsaysomyself.IyanaaskedthedrivertodriveKatetoherplaceafterlunch,Ase

andDadwalkedintogetheraround4to5pm.

.

.

<3

[10/15,19:29]Wadz:*WITHPAINCOMESLOVE*

.

.

S02E07

Whilemomwasoutwithmyother"mom"Ledi,AseandIdecidedtodoalittleshopping.I

alreadyhadthedress,it'stheshoethatIdidn'thaveformyspecialnight.Mylecturercalledand

toldmemoreexcitingnews,theguywantedtomeetmeFridayfordinner...justtogettoknow

this"youngtalentedartist"-hiswords,notmine-andwhoamItosaynotothat.thebestpart

aboutthisstudyingabroadthing,IgettopickwhichuniversityIwanttostudyin;I'mnotready

foryourtypicalHarvardorYalealthoughIaminterestedinStanford,heardtheyofferthebest

artcourseandifyouthetopofyourclasstheyfindyougalleriestoworkinwhichisjustperfect

formetogrowsothatIcangobacktoSAandbuildmyownstudio.ThegirlsandIdidafew

shoppingandthenafter,Lediwenttomeetupwithsomeguy...Asesuggestedweheadtothe

mansionplusI’llgettoseemyboyfriend.

.

.

-Babes

Iwasdressedtokillnodoubtaboutthat.OksomydaughterandImaynotbebestiesbutshe

filledmeininthiswomanandIcan'tsayIlikeher.YayatoldmeabouthergivingherfriendSihle

funnylooksofwhichIneedtoknowwhyshedidthatbecauseSihleisagoodkid.Ihavemet

himeverytimeIcametovisitYayalastyearandIhavenothingbadtosayabouthim.Asfor

Thando,heisinnopositiontotryandfatherYaya,Imeanwhothehelldoeshethinkheistotell

Yandiswawhoshecanandcannotdate?Irefusetohavehimbetheparenthisparentswereto

him.IgottoGatewayseeingthatit'sclosertoYandiswa'splaceanywayandIneededtodoa

littleshoppingforJHB.IwassittingonatableoutsideatMimo'swearingawhitefloweredknee

lengthsummerdresswithashortdenimjacketandadenimheel.Shewalkedoverwearinga

pencilkneelengthblackdresswithagoldbelt,goldheelsandanudeblazer.Shewaswaytoo



formalforbreakfastreally...butthenagainshe'sa"pastors"wife...noticetheairquotes?Idon't

buythiswhole"calling"thingshame.ShootmebutIdon't.ButwhoamItojudge,Godhashis

wayofturningpeople'slivesaroundey.Hetookhershadesoffwhenshegottoourtableand

wesharedabriefhugbeforetakingourseats.

Her:sohowareyou?

Me:goodthankyouandhowareyou?

Her:alsogood.Sohaveyouordered?

Ihadanorangejuiceinfrontofme.

Me:notanythingtoeat.

Her:Canweeatelsewhere.Idon'tliketheirfoodhere

Sheacidsoundinglikeasnob.YanditoldmetobehaveandIwilltry.Imadenopromises

anyway.Icalledthewaiterandaskedtosettlemybillbutthekidservingmetoldmethatmy

drinkwasalreadypaidfor.

Me:bywho?

Him:thatgentlemanoverthere.

Hesaidpointingataguywearinganavytailoredsuitwithawhiteshirtandamatchingnavytie.

MyGodwasheHotbuthewastooyoungandI'mnocougar

Me:tellhimIsaidthankyou

Him:hesaidtogiveyouthis

Hesaidhandingmeabusinesscard.Ilookedatthecardandtheguyworkedasanaccountant

atahospital,hehadthe"Dr"title,meaninghestudiedfurther.Helookedlikehewasinhisearly

thirtiesandIam38soit'sano-noforme.ThiswholetimeThando'swifewasgivingmefunny

looks.

Me:thankyou.

Islippedthecardinmybagandwegotuptoleave.

Her:youknowhe'sachildright?

Me:onethatisinterestedinmeandnottheotherwayround

Her:couldhavefooledme.Youweremakingoutwithhimmentally.

Me:uhhhmlet'sgetonethingstraight,I'mnotSino,Thando,ChristianorChristopher.Youwon't

talktomeanyhowletalonejudgeme.Areweclear?



Her:yes.

Wewalkedinsideandweheadedtosomecafé.Wegotatablefortwo.Thiswomanclearly

didn’tlikemeforreasonsknowntoher,thewayshespoketomeandthewayshelookedatme,

itmademefeeluncomfortablesoIdecidedtofinallyask.

Me:doyouhaveaproblemwithme?

Her:excuseme?

Me:don’tplaydumbwithme.doyouhaveaproblemwithme?

Her:ofcausenot

Me:thenwhatisit?

Shelookedatmeforawhilebeforeresponding.

Her:he’sstillinlovewithyou

Me:huh?

Her:myhusband,thefatherofyourdaughter.Heisstillinlovewithyou.Evenaftersomany

yearsandIcan’tcompetewiththat

Me:woah!Backupnow...

Her:doyoustilllovehim?

Me:areyoukiddingme?isthissomesickjoke?

Her:IneedtoknowBabalwaplease

Me:look,Idon’tknowhowyoucameupwithyourconclusionbutThandoandIwerelongover.I

don’tevengetthetiniestbutterflywhenlookingathimsotoansweryourquestion.I’mnotin

lovewithyourhusbandnoramIinterestedinhiminanywaypossible

Shetookadeepbreathinandletitout.itwasn’tasighofreliefbutasighofpain.Mebeinghere

wasaclearlysometesttotheirmarriage.FunnyenoughIdidn’tdoanythingtoanyofthemto

makethemthinkIwasinterestedinthatman.

Me:look,I’mnotgoingtotryandconvinceyouofanythingbecausethatisyourhusbandsjob

andyourfriendsjob…andIamneitherofthosepeoplebutIwilltellyouthis,I’mnohome

wreckerandIdidnotmeantobeathreattoyourmarriageoryourhome.Idon’tevenknowwhy

youwantedtomeetwithmereallybutifthat’sall.Iwillbeonmywaynow

Ididn’tevenwaitforhertorespondbeforetakingmybagandleavingthecafétobuyafewlittle

thingsforthetripandwhenIwasdoneIrequestedanubertotakemeoverYandi’splace.I

droppedoffmythingsandcalledYanditoaskforhermotherinlawsaddress,I’mheresoI



mightaswellseehernow.

//Her:she’sprobablyatworkmom

Me:soyounotsure

Her:whydoyouwanttoseeheranyway?

Me:tochatwithafriendhaibo

Her:reallymom

Me:Yandiswaareyougoingtogivemethisaddressornot?

Her:fine.I’lltextittoyou

Me:thankyou//

Iwaitedforhertotextmetheaddressandshedidjustthat,Irespondedthankingherthen

requestedanubertotheBessresidence.Thetimewasaround12:30pm.Theuberdroppedme

offandIwenttotalktotheguardandaskedhimtoletmein.Theyhadabeautifulhousefrom

theoutside,itwasmyfirsttimehere.Theguardcalledinandaminutelaterthegatewas

opened.Iwalkedallthewaytothefrontdoor,therewasawomanbusywithsomethinginthe

kitchen.

Me:hello

Her:uhhmhi.CanIhelpyou?

Me:I’mheretoseeAmahle

Her:she’satworkatthemoment

Me:don’tworryIwillwait

Shenodded.

Her:pleasefollowme

SheledmeoutofthekitchentotheloungewhereMelokuhlewaslayingonthecouchwatching

tvwithhislegsupportedbyacushion.

Me:hello

Him:MissGxaba.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Hewasshockedtoseemehere.ThecuteyoungBesshadafewbruisesonhisface,that

accidentreallydidanumberonhim.

Him:Imeanhowareyou?



Me:I’mheretoseeyourmomactually.How’syourleg?Yandiswaleftinsucharushwhenyou

weren’tansweringhercallsthatday

Him:Ididn’tmeantoscareherlikethat.Iwasatthewrongplaceatthewrongtime

Me:shetoldmewhathappened.Sohow’syourleg?

Him:ithasitsdaysbutI’mfine.CanIgetyouanythingtoeatordrink?

Me:noI’mstillgoodthankyou.

Wesatinawkwardsilence.

Me:Ihavetoask

Him:anything

Me:howdoyoufeelaboutYandiswaleaving?Pleasebehonest.

Him:uhhhm…it’snotmydecisiontomake,it’sagreatopportunityforhertogrowinsomething

shelovesdoing

Me:anddoyouthinkyoucanhandlethedistancewithouthurtingmydaughter?

Him:IloveYandiswa.Alot,maybealittletoomuchandIinnowayintendtohurtherMiss

Gxaba

Me:Idon’tknowyourrelationshipwithmydaughterbutdon’thurther.letmefinish,Iknowyou’ll

makeallkindsofpromisesandthenwhenthetimecomesforyoutoliveuptothosepromises,

youunableto.She’smyonlydaughterMelokuhleandIdon’twantherhurtinanyway

Hechuckled

Him:yourdaughterismyworld,she’smylife.Iwouldneverhurtherpurposefully.AndshouldI

hurther,younottheonlypersonwho’sreadytofightforherandprobablymurdermefor

hurting…mywholefamilyislookingoutforyourdaughter,theywouldbetheveryfirstonesto

killmeifIscrewedthisrelationshipupsoyouneednotworry

Me:I’mamother,I’llalwaysworry

ImustsayMelosoundedgenuine,hesoundedconvincingofhisloveformydaughterwhichput

myguarddownateasealittle.IhadmyheartbreakwithYandiswa’sfatherandIdon’twantmy

daughtertoeverexperiencethatkindofpain.IknowhowmuchshelovesMelokuhle,itscute

butit’snothealthybecauseifheweretoscrewthisupinanywaythenitwouldbreakmybaby

andIcan’thavethat.

Him:Iunderstand

Wecontinuedtalkingalittleuntiltherewasnoisecomingfromthepassage.Webothturnedto



lookandweweregreetedbyhismother,histwinandmydaughter.

.

.

Idon'tthinktherewaseveranythingmoreweirdthangettingintoyourboyfriend’scribandyour

momchattingwithyourboyfriend.IknewshewasherebutIthoughtshewouldbegoneseeing

thatMrsBesswasn'therebutnope,notBabe'sGxaba.IfrozeonmytracksassheandMelo

wereatuswithnothingbutsmiles.

Melo:heyguys.Babe

MrsBess:Babe's.Ihaven'tseenyouinages

Sheandmomsharedahugbusygreetingeachotherandstuff.Youknowhowparentsare.

Me:heybabe

Isaidkissinghischeekbutyouknowmyboyfriend,heisallaboutshowingoff.Hepulledmeto

sitontopofhim

Him:gimmeaproperkiss

Me:bothourmothersareheresono.Behave!

Isaidtryingtoloosenhisgripbuthe'sstrongerthanme.MrsBesspulledmomoutofthe

loungewhilebusychattingupastorm.Ididn'tgetit,momandAmahlehadamutualfriendbut

theyweren'treallybestiesbutallofsuddentheybumpintoeachotherinDurbanandboom!A

friendshipisbornandbestieshipiscreatedthankstotheirkidsdating...I’llbesuretoremember

totellmykidsthatsomeday.

Him:nowcanIgetaproperhello

Ase:stillintheroomguys

Him:goputyourthingsintheroomkaloku

Hesaidpullingmeinforakiss.IknowIsawhimyesterdaybutGodDamnthisguydoesthings

tome.Bruisedornotheisstillhotandhiskissalonecreatesfloodsdowntherewherethesun

don'tshine.Ibrokeitandlookedathim,heflashedmethatsmileofhisthatgetsmeeverytime!

Me:whyyousmiling?

Him:becausemygirlfriendisherewithmesittingonmylapandlookingallkindsofbeautiful.

Whyaren'tyousmiling?

Igiggled.Hewassuchaflirt

Me:becausemymomandyourscouldwalkinanyminute



Him:speakingofyourmom

Me:ohGodwhatdidshedo?

Isaidhidingmyfacewithbothhands.Hepulledmyhandsawayfrommyface.

Him:shetoldmenottohurtyouandtotreatyourightandprettymucheverythingmyfamilyhas

saidconcerningyouleavinginamonth.Shereallylovesyouandshecaresaboutyou

Me:sheismymomafterall.It'sonlyfittingthatshedoes

Him:let’snotgetcockynow.

Me:Ican'thelpit.SodidyoucallKate?

Him:yes,IdidandmomandIarebacktonormalsothankyou

Hesaidrunninghisfingersdownmycheeksendingallkindsofelectricimpulsesdownmy

spine.SeewhatImean,hedoesthingstomewithouteventrying.It'snotright!

Me:detailsbabe

Him:geeez!Shecameoverandmomsaidalotofthingsthatmadehercryandmademefeel

likeshiitbutintheenditallworkedoutforthebest.Iseeyoudidn'ttellyourmomaboutKate

Me:causeKateisnoneofherbusiness.TherearethingsIcantellherandthentherearethose

shedoesnotneedtoknow.Momwouldhaveblownthingsoutofproportion

Him:really?

MomwouldhavemadeMeloseemlikethebadguyhere.Momisadoctor;sheisagainst

abortion.SheoncesaidtomethatifIeverdidit,Imightaswellconsidermyselfhomelessand

motherless.Sheratherraisetwokidsthanraiseamurderer.Soshe'sprettystrictthere.Shehad

mewhenshewas20andshemanagedjustfine,whatwouldbesohardforme?Basicallythat's

themotherIhave.Meloisluckytohavesuchparents.

Me:youdon'tknowherbabe.SowhenareyougoingtoJHB?

Him:tomorrownight.Whenareyouleaving?

Me:today...at2Ihope.Lediwillbedrivingusthere.DidItellyouthattheguywantstomeetme

fordinnertomorrow...justtogettoknowme

Hisexpressionsuddenlychanged.Ireallydon'tunderstandwhyguysfeelthreatenedbyother

guysbutyoualreadyhis.ImeanMelokuhleknowshehasmyheart...allofittoo...butthe

mentionofanothermanmakeshimcringe.why?

Him:sowhoareyougoingwith?

Me:tothedinner?Alone



Him:whycan'tyougowithyourmomorsomething?Whatifthisguyistrickingyoujusttohave

yousoldabroad?Girlsgomissingeveryday.Theyarebeingkilledorbeingsoldintoprostitution

nowadays.Idon'twantyoutobepartofthelisthereYandiswa...rollyoureyesallyouwantbutI

don'tfeelcomfortableyoumeetingthisguyalone

Me:fine.I'llgowithmylecturer

Him:gowithyourmother.Youfindthatsomegirlsaresoldbythosetheytrust.

It'scutethathecaresandisworriedbutseriously?Thisisalittletoomuchnow.Iwassulking.

MeloistreatingmelikeachildandIdidn'tsignupforthis!

Him:sulkallyouwantbutthisisfinal.IknowIdon'townbutI'mdoingthisforyou.Youclearly

don'tworryenoughaboutyourself.

Inodded.Maybehehadapoint.Iwassittingontopofhimwithhimbetweenmylegsandme

kneelingonthecouch.Hecuppedmyface.

Him:IloveyouandIdon'twanttoloseyou.Especiallytohumantrafficking.

Inodded.hepulledmeclosertohim,IpulledawaywhenIheardourmother’svoicesmaking

theirwaydowntothelounge.Igotoffhimsametimeandsatnexttohim.Helookedatmeand

chuckled.Irespectourmothersok!

Mom:weshouldgetgoingey...wedon'twanttogettheretoolate

Ama:IReallywishIcouldgobutDamonhasthisthinginCapeTownthisweekendandasthe

wifeIhavetobethere

Shesaidrollinghereyes.DamonBesswasajudgebytheway.

Mom:Iunderstandhoney.Iwilltellyouallaboutit

Ama:knockemdeadsweetie.I'veseenyourworkandyoudeservethisopportunity

Ismiled

Me:thankyouMrsBess

Ama:comehere

Shesaidwithherarmswideopen.WhoamItorefuseahugfromMrsBess.Igotupandwent

toherforthathug.

Her:becarefulok?

Me:Iwill

Her:takecareofyourselfformeandforMelo.HereallylovesyoubabyandIpleasedon'thurt

him.Iwouldn'twantto...youknow



Shesaidbreakingthehug.It'snodoubtthatthiswomanjustthreatenedme.Shelikesmebut

sheloveshersonandwilldoanythingtoprotecthimatallcosts.Inoddedwithasmile.She

pulledmymomoutoftheloungetothekitchen.IwenttotakemypursenexttoMeloonthe

floor.Hepulledmeintohisarmsandkissedmelikeitwasourlastkiss.

Him:seeyoutomorrowok

Me:yesbabe

Him:IloveyouYandiswaGxaba

Me:IloveyouMelokuhleBess

Hepeckedmylipsandletgoofme,hespankedmyassasIwalkedaway,makingmegiggleon

mywayout.MomandMrsBesswerechattingupastormuntilacarpulledupinfrontofus.We

saidourgoodbyesandweredrivenhome.OnthewayIwastellingmomaboutwhatMelosaid

abouthumantraffickingandallandmomagreedwithhim,saidMelomeanswellandhecares

andhelovesmeandthatshewasgoingtobebymysideatthatdinner.

.
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IseewhyYayaisthewaysheis.Havingspentthosefewminuteswithhermother,Iseethe

resemblance...shereallyishermother'sdaughter.Imeanthatinagoodway,hermotheris

intimidatingthou.Imustsay,yesAuntJenknowstheguyonapersonallevelbutnowadayscan

youreallysayyouknowaperson?IloveYayaandIamterrifiedoflosingher.Iwouldgotothe

endsoftheworldforthatlady.ShemeanstheworldtomeandimeanitwhenIsaythatIplan

onmarryinghersomesay.I'dproposenowbutYayaisnotthetypetosettlewithoutanythingof

herown,sheandmomarebirdsofthesamefeather.Theyaresoinvestedinindependenceit's

annoyingbutitischarming.It'sattractivethatshewantstomakesomethingoutofherself.On

theotherhandI'mgladthatmomandIarebackonspeakingtermsandIplanonkeepingthings

thatway,wewereoncebestiesandIwantustogobacktothat.Momcamebackandsatnext

tomeputtingmyfeetonherlapwithapillowontopofherofcause.

Her:Babesissuchanamazingwoman.IseewhereYayagetsitfrom



Me:yeahshe'sprettycool.FirsttimeImethershetoldmestraightupthatmeandherdaughter

weregoingtodate

IsaidlaughingasIrememberedthatday,howYayaandIwentoffateachother,howwedenied

ourfeelingsforeachother...mybabyandIhavecomealongwayandwegoingfartogether.

Her:withthewayyoutwowentoffateachother,itwasboundtohappen.Youtworemindedme

ofyourfatherandI

Shesaidlaughing.Momanddadweren'tthebestoffriendswhentheyfirstmet.Momhated

dad,butthenagaindadwasanasstomom.Accordingtothemdadtriedtoflaunthismoneyat

mom...wellsomomsaysbutaccordingtodadhewasjustbeingniceforbreakingherphone.

MomfellfordadthisonenightshehadabreakdownwhenshehadjustcamebackfromJHB

anddadwastherewithoutanyulteriormotivesandtherestishistory.

Me:whoknewthatyoutwowouldbemarriednowwith3youngadults

Her:yep,ouramazingcreations.YouandYayaaregoingfar.Keepthatgirl,she'lltakeyou

places.Placesevenyouwillneverbeabletogoalone

Me:yesmummyIhearyou

Justthendadwalkedinwithhisarmwrappedaroundmytwinsneckandherallsmiles...I

wonderwhatstorysheistellingthistime.

Dad:Hellohoney,son

HesaidcomingtowardsusandAsetakingherseatwhiledadandmomsharedakiss,these

twoaresomethingelse.Theyliveinthesamehouse,sleeponthesamebed,wakeupnextto

eachothereverydaybuteverytimetheyseeeachotherit'sasifthey'vebeenawayfromeach

otherforaverylongtime.It'scutereally.AseandIclearedourthroatsastheyseemedtobe

forgettingthatwewereintheroomandmyfeetwereontopofmom.Theybrokethekissand

sharedalaugh.

Mom:howareyou?Howwasyourday?

Dad:itwasok.Anotherdayincourt...theusual.Howwasyourday?

Mom:itwasgreathoney.Yandiswa'smomisintown.SheandherdaughteraregoingtoJHB

todayfortheexhibition

DadsatnexttoAse

Dad:that'snice.Don'tyouwishyoucouldgonow?

Mom:ifIdidn'tknowbetterBessi'dsayyouweretryingtogetridofme

Dad:hahahaofcauseIam,IwannaspendsometimewithmyCapeTownsidechickfora

change...youknow,freshpussy



Mompulledoutapillowfrombehindherandthrewitatdadwhowaslaughingather.Momwas

madandcuteatthesametime.

Mom:finethen.Goonalone

Dad:youknowI'monlyjokingright.Thisheartrighthere*hesaidpattinghischestwherethe

heartislocated*beatsonlyforyou.Nowomanformedagainstmehasprosperedandthey

won'tstartnowok.

Momclickedhertongue

Mom:i'mstillnotgoingwithyouanymore

Ase:getaroomguys

Wealllaughed

Mom:shutup!

Dad:IloveyouMrsBess

Mom:screwyou

Dad:there'skidsaround.Latermaybe

MytwinandIwereinstitches,momcouldn'thelpbutlaughtoo.ThiswasthekindofmarriageI

wanted.Thislevelofcomfortability.Theydideverythingeffortlessly.Theywereperfect,wellof

causethey'vehadafewspeedbumpsalongthewaybuttheywereherenowandtheywere

happy.

Dad:gladtoseeyoutwotalkedthingsout

Mom:wewereboundto,howdoIstaymadattheyoungversionofyou.Oursinisareplicaof

youwhenIfirstmetyou

Me:eeuwmom!

Mom:what?

Dad:yeahwhat?

Me:Idon'tneedtoknowthethingsyoutwogotuptowhendadlookedlikethis

Isaidpointingatmysexyhandsomeself.

Mom:Ionlysaidyou'reareplicababy.Yourfatherwasflamesandhestillis.Girlsthrew

themselvesathim,itwasannoyingreally...i'vehadgirlsthrowthemselvesathimbutoneof

themjustwouldn'tstop.ShewentasfaraskidnappingYanaallbecauseyourfatherwouldn't

entertainher



Dad:funnyenough,yourmotherandherendedupworkingtogethertobringdownyourmother's

obsessivepsychoticcrusher

Me:seemslikeyouguyswentthroughalotofadventures

Mom:isthatwhatyoucallit?Adventures?Nobabythatwashell!

Me:buttheendresultsareamazing.Youhappy.Itwasanadventure,arollercoasterride

Dad:whenyouputitthatwayson...

Wecontinuedchattingforalittlewhileuntildadgotuptochangeandmomfollowedrightafter.

AseandIexchangedglancesbecauseweknewexactlywhatwasgoingtogodown.Our

parentsaretoosexuallyactivefortheiragesshame.You’dthinkinyourfortiesthey’dbetiredof

itbutnah,notmyparents.Theycamebackfordinnerwhichwasat8pm.Wehadanicefamily

mealandafterthatwewenttoourrooms.

ThenextdayAuntJencametoourcribandlateronweflewtoJHBwherewewerebookedina

hotelbasedinSandton.IcalledBaetotellherIwashereandshetoldmethatshewas

preparingforherdinnerwiththisTaylorMeierguy.Icalledmomtoinformherwewerehere

safelyandshetoldmethattheygottoCapeTownsafelytoo,wehadaminiconversation

beforeendingthecall.AwhilelaterJenandAsecameintomyroomaskingmetojointhemas

theygoclubhoppinginJHBplusauntSageandherhusbandwerehereandsomeofour

cousinsandfriendswereheretoosowhynot,atfirstIwasn’tupforitbutaftersome

convincingIfinallygavein,nottotheclubhoppingthoubuttochillingindoorsanddrinkingwith

friends,mylegdoesn’tallowmetobeclubhopping.Itwasgoingtobeme,Asakhe,Asange,

AlungileandLucas…Lucasandpartying,thetwoarelikeahouseonfire.Iaskedthegirlsto

dropmeoffatAsangeandAsakhe’splacesomewherearoundSandton,theylivedinthesame

buildingjustdifferentflats…likemytwinandI.WewerechillinginAsakhe’sflatdrinkingand

themsmokingweed,wellAlu,AngeandLuc.AkheandIweren'treallyfans,wellIhateweed.I

feellikeitmakespeopleslowanddumbandIhatethatbothmygirlfriendandtwinloveit.My

missionistogetthemtoquit.

Luc:soyouandthatYayachickstillpushing?

Inodded.LucandIusedtoleadthesamelifestylebutIwasfarworsethanhim,therewas

literallynosavingmefromthelifeIusedtoleaduntilYayacamealongandLucishavingtrouble

acceptingthatI'machangedmannow.

Asakhe:Iforoneamproudofyou.Sheseemsliketheperfectchick

Ange:youwonajackpotwiththatone,Auntylovesherandsodoesuncleandtherestofyour

fammahn

Luc:butshe'sleavingsoonwhichmeansi'llhavemycousinback

HesaidtrynatoastbutIdidn'traisemybeertohim.ThethoughtofYayaleavingreallyputsme



off.Idon'twanthertoleavebutIalsodon'twanttoseemselfishtooandthere'snowayto

convinceherwithoutseeminglikeaselfishass.

Alu:what'slucastalkingabout?

Me:nextmonthshe'sgoingtostudyoverseas

Twins:what???

Akhe:why?

Me:tomorrowherpictureswillbefeaturedintheexhibition,she'salreadygotthescholarshipall

sheneedsisforherpicturestosellandthenshe'sgone

Ange:butshe'sgoingtocomebacknextyearright?

Me:it'sa3yearthing

Alu:whydontyouaskyourdadforaletterofrecommendationtogostudyinthesamecity

Whydidn'tIthinkofthat?Itwasagreatidea.Perfecteven.AllIneedtodoisfinishmyarticles

hereorfinishthemoverthatside.

Me:dudethat'sagreatidea!Whydidn'tIthinkofthat?

Alu:becauseyoudumbAf*

Me:screwyou!

Alu:notyourgirlbro!.Talktoyourparentsfirst

Luc:especiallyAuntyAmaey.She'sthemostdifficult

Me:youknowheralltoowell

Luc:sowhathappenedtothatpsychochickyouoncesleptwith

Me:Isleptwithalotofpsychos.Whichone?

Luc:theDUTchick,yourgirlfriendsfriend

Me:eybruh,she'sbeenquiet.That'sagoodsignIguess

Ange:shetrouble?

Me:IhadsexwithhermadatYandiswa...wellIwaspissedandshewasavailablesoIdiditwith

herandthentoldhertoleave,shetooknakedpicturesinmyroomandsentthemtoKate

Akhe:nof*ckingway!Sothat'swhyyouandKatebrokeup.

Alu:didyoutrytomakeupwithKate,apologiseandstuff?



Me:shewouldn'thearmeout,shewasbothmadandhurt.

Luc:andsohefinallyfollowedhisheartandwentforYayainstead

Alu:soYayawasarebound?!

Hesaidnodding.

Me:no!YayaandIwerecomplicatedok.IfellforYayalongbeforeLathithaorKatebutshewas

toostuckupforme.AtfirstitwaslustbutbecauseofmyfamilyIwasforcedtoactuallyspend

timewithherandIgottoknowherbetter

Luc:andtherestishistory.Wegetit,youwhipped

Alu:betterthanscrewinganythingwithapussy

Luc:asifyouanybetter.Youhaveagirlfriendbutyouscrewingyourboss...I'mnotstringing

anyonealong

Me&thetwins:what?

Aluseemsliketheperfectgentlemaninthewholeofoursquad.

Alu:thatwomanrefusestoendthings.I'vetriedtostopitok

Me:wheredoesthisleaveEmihle?

Alu:eydudepleasedon't.it'sbadenoughasitisok

Ange:butyouhavetoendthisthingwithyourbossbeforeitendsbadlyforyoucuz

Luc:ifonlyitwerethateasy.IfitgetsyouaraiseandyourgettospoilBaewiththemoney,Isee

noreasontostopit

Akhe:whatifitcameout?Thenwhat?

Luc:thenit'sout.Hegetsanotherjobelsewhere.MaybejoinusinDBN

Alu:no.I'llhandleitlikei'vebeenhandlingitthesepastfewmonths

Me:howlonghasthisbeenhappeningkanti?

Alu:6months

Ange:dudethat'showlongyou'vebeenworkingthere.Isthathowyouevengotthejob?

Alunodded

Me:youareplayingwithfire.

Luc:he'sjusthavingfun.Lettheguybe.He'sbeencarefulforthislonghasn'the?Chill



Hesaidslippingonhisbeer.Lucisallforplayingwithfireuntilhegetsburnt.Trustmethere's

nosavingthisone,butheplaysitsafeshame.IgotouttofetchsomethingwithAsangeinhis

placewithwasinthetopfloor,wegotinsidetheliftandweremetbymyhighschoolex

girlfriend.Thisweekendwasgoingtobelongerthanexpected.

.
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Dinnerwithmom,TaylorandhisassistantLaylawasgoinggood,greatactually.Iwasenjoying

everybitofitandthefood...GodthefoodwasheavenlyormaybeIwasjusttooexcited.My

phonerangsoIdecidedtogoansweritintheladies’room.Itwasmysister.Wespokefora

while,shewasaskingaboutmytripandthedinnerandtheusualstuffafterthatIgotoutofthe

stallgofreshenup.Youevermeetsomeonesobreathtakinglygorgeousyoustarttoquestion

yoursexuality?ThatwasthewomanIwalkedoutto,shewasstandingbythemirrorapplying

lipstick,Iwasliterallystartinganddroolingoveranotherwoman...wellshedidn'tlookolderthan

methou,shewasprobablymyageorayearolderbutGodDamnhermanisluckytohaveher.

shewasallkindsofbeauty,I'mtalkingperfectlips,perfectbodyshape(hourglass),perfect

eyes,eyebrows...everythingaboutherwasnothinglessthanperfect.

"Youcantakeapictureifyoulike"

Eventhewayshespokewasperfect,wordsjustflowedrightoutofhermouth.Shewasnotdark

andshewasn'tayelloboneeither,herskintonewasjustlikeminebutherswasglowyand

glitterythanmine,shehadnospotorwhatsoeverormaybeit'sthemakeup.AllIknowisthat

shewasBEAUTIFUL!Melowouldn'teventhinktwiceaboutdumpingmeforherandIwouldn't

evenbemadorhurtaboutit.

Me:excuseme?

Shegiggled,IthinkI’vefoundmywomancrushhere

Her:I'mkidding,youwerestarringa...

Me:Ididn'tmeantoberudeaboutit,thingisyoubeautiful

OhGosh!Isoundlikealovestrucknerd.NiceoneYandiswa.Becreepy.

Her:thankyou.Soareyoubytheway.I'mOlonaMbiza



SheheldoutherhandrevealingherveryownRihannatattoos

Me:YandiswaGxaba.Nicetomeetyou

Her:YandiswaGxaba....

Shesaidlookingasifshewasthinkingforawhile,Ijuststoodthereadmiring

Her:aren'tyoutheonedatingMelokuhleBess?

Areyoukiddingmerightnow?!InmyheadIwasbangingmyforeheadagainstthemirror.Is

thereanygirlthatdoesnotknowmyboyfriend?"SayNo!"That'sallsubconsciouswastelling

me.

Me:depends

Her:on?

Me:therelationshipyouhavewithhim

Her:soyouoneofthose...insecu...

Me:I’mnotinsecuresweetie.I'mascuriousasyou

Her:curiositykilledacat

Me:don'tletitkillahumannow

Isaidwithasmile

Her:Iseewhyhelikesyou.You'vegotthat...UhhmhowdoIputit

Me:I’mabitchwhocanstickupforherself?Thatiswhatyoucallflingscallusright?"Bitches"

Shechuckled.

Her:whatever.AskMeloaboutme.

Shewinkedatmeandwalkedout.Okwhatjusthappenedrightnow?IcalledMelosametime

buthedidn'tanswer,IkeptcallingandslowlyIwasgettingpissed.Theseflingsofhisshould

stayintheirlane,I'mnottheonewhoendedthingswiththem,Melodid.I'mthenewgirlandI

don'tdeservethis.ThewayheissopopularyouwouldswearhewasChrisBrownorsomething.

Icalmedmyselfdownandheadedbacktoourtable.ThisOlonachickwassittingonafartable

withsomeguyinanexpensivelookingsuit.Itookmyseatandjoinedinontheconversationand

aftersometimeTayloraskedforthebillandthenwepartedwaysbacktothehotel.JustwhenI

gotintomyroomIgotacallfromMelo.

//Him:missme?

Me:whoisOlona?



Him:what?Whoisshekenyani?

Me:OlonaMbiza.

Hekeptquietforawhile.

Him:ohthatOlona

Me:howmanyarethey?

Him:babecanwenotfightplease

Me:wewouldn'tifyouwouldjusttellmewhosheis

Him:I’mnotdoingthis.I'mwaytootipsyforthis.

Me:fine//

Iwassomad.Whycan'thejusttellmewhosheisandthenwecanmoveon?Idon'tunderstand

whatissodifferentaboutthisone.Exceptthefactthatsheisflamesbutwhatisitabouther.I

loggedontoInstagramandsearchedforheranddamn!She'sthosegirlswithoverthousands

offollowerswhileshefollowsabout200-300ofherfollowers.Shewastoomuch.Icannever

competewiththat.Itookoffmyclothesandwenttoshowerthencamebackandlotionedmy

bodypreparingforbedwhentherewasaknockonmydoor.IwenttogetitanditwasNaledi

withsomegirlwewenttohighschoolwith.Istoodasideforthemtogetinaftersharingfake

hugsandsmiles.ReasonIsayfakeisbecausethisgirlandusweren'tfriendsinhighschoolbut

allofasuddenwesharehugsandsmilesnow?Whatisthis?

Ledi:sowegoingout,getdressed

Me:notupforit,Ijustwanttosleep

Nolly:comeonYandidon'tbelikethis.Itwillbefun

Shesaidwiththewidestsmile.IlookedatherthenatLedi

Me:yeahthefuncanmissme

Ledi:canyouexcuseusforaminute

Shesaidpullingmetothebathroom.

Her:okandthen?What’swrongwithyou?

Me:Ijustdon’tfeellikegoingout

Her:why?Periods?

Inodded.Ididn’tevenwanttotalkaboutit.



Her:okfinemami.

Shepulledmeinforahugthenbrokeitandkissedmyforehead

Her:getwellok.IwillhavelotsoffunforbothofusandIwillbringyoulotsandlotsofcomfort

foodok?

Inoddedandsmiled,knowingher,sheiscapable.ShesmiledandthenwalkedoutasIfollowed

behindher.ShetoldNollythatIwasn’tokandthatitwasbesttheyleavemeandNolly

understoodandtoldmetogetwell.TheywentoutandIwenttowearmypjaysandgotunder

thecoverstosleep.AwhileintomynapIwaswokenupbymyphone.

//Me:mmh?

IwassodeepinmysleepthatIdidn’tevenwanttoopenmyeyesandcheckwhowascalling.

Person:Yayapleaseopen

Thatvoice.Drunkasitis,Istillknowitalltoowell.Whatwashedoinghere?Howdidheeven

knowmyroom?

Me:Melokuhlewhatdoyouwant?

Him:yourfriendcalledmetellingmeyouwereonyourperiod.Pleasejustopenthisdoor

already//

IlookedatthescreenandrealizedIhadonlybeensleepingforanhourandthirtyminutes.I

draggedmyassoutofthebedandgotuptogogetthedoor.Idroppedthecallonmywayto

thedoor.Hewalkedincarryingroses,aplasticbagwithalotofjunkandatakeaway.Hesmiled

atmeandIjustlookedathimthenclosedthedoorandfollowedhimtomybed.Igotinunder

thecoversandcoveredmyself.Rosesandjunkdon’talwaysfixeverything,maybeifIwason

myperiodIwouldhavemeltedatthegesturebutIwasn’t.

Him:explainsyourmoodearlier

Ifiguredletmenotanswerhim.Iwasn’tinthemood.Ifeltthebedmoveandfelthisarmswrap

aroundme,hewassowarm.

Him:pleasetalktome

Me:IonlysaidIwasonmyperiodstogetLedioffmyback,youcanleave

Him:I’mnotgoinganywhereYandiswa.

Me:suityourself

Him:Idon’tevenknowwhatI’vedonethistimearound

Me:whoisOlonaMbizaMelokuhle?



Hetookadeepbreathinandthenletitout.HewassoclosetomeIcouldsmelltheHeineken

onhisbreathwithamixtureofhalls,itwasn’tsuchabadsmell.

Him:whythesuddeninterest?

Me:untilyoucananswermewhosheisthenwehavenothingtotalkabout.Pleaseleave

Him:pleaselookatme

Me:no.

Him:Yandiswapleaseturnaround

Ishookmyheadno.lookingathimwillonlymakememelt,healreadysoundssexywithhis

huskydrunkvoiceandIdon’twanttogivein.notthiseasilyanyway.Iremovedtheblanketsand

gotontopofmeandturnedmearoundtolayonmyback.Istartedhittinghimtogetoffofme

butMeloisstrongerthanme,hepinnedmyhandstothebed.

Him:yousodamnsexywhenyoumad

Me:getoffmeMelokuhle

Him:IthoughtyouwantedtoknowaboutOlonaMbiza

Me:getoffmekaloku

Him:no.

Ilookedathimandhejustsmiled.Godhewassosexywithhissuddenlytinyeyes;withtheway

hewasontopofmeIcouldfeelhismanhoodonmystomach.Hebroughthisfacetomineand

breathedinthecarbondioxideIwasbreathingout.

Him:lookatme

Me:stopplayinggamesandjusttellmewhothisgirlis

Him:she’sanex,agirlIhadaflingwithformorethan3years.SheandIweremoreorlessinan

openrelationship.EverytimeshewasinDurbanshewouldhitmeupandeverytimeIwashereI

wouldhitherupandwe’dbang,gooutanddohalfthethingscouplesdo.wehadan

understandinguntilshestartedcatchingfeelingsandwantedustobemorethanwhatwewere

soIcalleditquits

Bythistime,hewasnolongerholdingmyhands,hewasbalancingwithhisoneithersideofmy

facestaringatme.

Him:nowhowdoyouknowher?

Me:Iranintoherintheladiestodayandforsomereasonsheknewme.howdidsheknowme

Melokuhle?



Him:becausesheandIstilltalkandshe’sprobablyseenyouonmystatusestoo

Me:oh

Him:there’snothinggoingonbetweenOlonaandIeitherthanusjustbeingfriends

Ijustnodded

Him:isthatallyouwanttoknoworistheremore?

Me:istheremore?

Heshookhishead.

Him:thelastthingIwanttodoisargueaboutyouoverOlonawhenthere’sliterallynothing

goingonbetweenherandI.sheandIarehistory

Idon’tknow,Ikinderfeellikethere’smoretothisgirlthanhewaslettingon.Idon’tknowmahn,

thehaironthebackofmyheadisunrelaxedwiththisstoryhe’ssellingme.Iwanttobelievehim

butIfeellikehe’sfeedingmelies

Me:arethereanymore“exes”or“flings”IshouldlookoutforwhileI’mhere?

Heshookhishead.

Me:ok.Pleasegetoffmenow

Him:afterthis

Hesaidkissingme,Iresponded.I’vebeenwantinghimsincetheminutehewalkedin.asmuch

asIdon’tbuyhisstory,Iwassuperturnedonbyhimandhisseductiveeyes.Melokuhlewasall

kindsofhot,evenwhendrunkhewasstillsexyAF.Hekissedmehungrilythenwenttomyneck,

frommyneckhesuckedonmyboobssendingimpulsestothebottomofmyspine.Hetookmy

pjpantsoffthentookoffmyunderwearandtookmestraighttomufftown,hewastoogoodI

couldn’tholdmyself,hewouldteaseandgoslowjustasI’mabouttoorgasmafterIdon’tknow

howmanyorgasmsthatactuallybuiltupheletmereleaseandthenhecameuptokissme

whiletryingtoinserthimself.ItwassopainfulIwasdiggingonhisbackwithmystilettonails,

hefinallygotinmakingmegaspinhismouth,hestartedoffslowlythenincreasedhispace.yes,

weweren’tusingacondomandIwasonthepill,Ihadmylastperiodbeginningofthemonthso

pregnancywashopefullynotpossiblebyGod’sgrace.Idon’twhenheflippedusoverbutIwas

nowontopriddinghimwithhisheadtiltedbackandmegoingatmyownpacemakinghim

groaninbetween.Wecametogethercallingouteachother’sname,Icollapsedontopofhim

andheranhishandsonmyback.

Him:withwhatyoujustdid.Girlyouarenotgoinganywhere

Igiggledtryingtocatchmybreath

Me:shutup



Wewerebothbreathingheavily

Him:I’mserious,yousurprisemeeverytime

Me:whateverbabe.

Hewasstillinsideme.

Him:can’twestaylikethisforeverplease?!

Me:sadly,wecan’t

Iwasslowlydriftingofftolalaland.Iaskedhimhetellmesomethingandhestartedtellingme

abouttheirgettingdrunkconquestoftoday.Idon’tknowwhenIfellasleepbutwhenIwokeup

hewassleepingpeacefullynexttome;Iwaswrappedunderhisarmwithmyheadonhischest.

.
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Iknowmygirlfriend,youcouldgiveherthebestsexeverandshewillstillnotforgetyoupissed

heroff.EverythingItoldheraboutOlonaisthetruth,OlonaiswhoIsaidsheis.TheoneexI'm

worriedaboutherbumpingintoistheoneIbumpedintoearlieron.Youknowthatoneexwhom

youtwoneverreallyendedthings,wellthat'swhoMirandais.Beauty,brains,prettymuchthe

wholepackage.MirandaandIneverreallyended,shejustmovedawayandlasttimeIchecked

shewasstudyinginLondonsoofcauseI'mstunnedtomeetherinJoburg.BecauseIwaswith

mycousin,sheandIcouldn'treally"chat".IlovemyYayabutthethingwithMiraisdifferent.

UnlikeOlonasheisnotcrazy,sheisagreatpersonwithagreathearttoo.SoI'mkindofworried

becauseseeinghertodayeruptedforgottenfeelingsandI'mworriedYayamightjustpickthat

up.IwokeuptoYayawatchingme.

Her:heysleepy

Me:heybeautiful.Stillmad?

Her:Idon'tknow,shouldIbe

Me:tellmewhattodoandi'lldoit

Her:youhidingsomethingfromme



Me:whywouldIhideanythingfromyou?

Her:Idon'tknowMelo,youtellme

Me:earlieronIranintoalonglostloverinthebuildingAsangeandAsakhelivein.

It'snousehidingthingsfromYaya,shealwaysfindsoutanywayorshouldIsaymypasthasa

wayofcomingbacktohauntme.Shelookedatmeforawhileandsighed.

Her:doyoustillloveher?Pleaseanswermehonestly

Me:Idon'tknow.IthinkIstillhavefeelingsforher.SheandIneverreallyended,wewerejust

separatedbydistance

Her:so?Youconsideringrekindlingwhatoncewas?

Wewerebothfacingeachotherwithourheadsbalancedonourhands.

Me:what?

Her:itsaquestionMelo.Ayesornowilldo

Me:ofcausenot.I'mwithyouaren'ti

Her:youwithmenowbutuntilwhen?

Me:tildeath.IfIwasstillinlovewithherdoyouthinki'dbeherelayingnexttoyounaked?

Her:Idon'tknowMelo.

Me:what'sarelationshipwithouttrust?

Shekeptquiet

Me:yousaywecanmakethingsworkwithyoustudyingabroadbuthereyouaredoubtingme

andyouhaven'tevenleftyet,howmuchmorewhenyougone?Whenyougotintoarelationship

withmeyouknewIhadskeletonsinmyclosetbutyousaidyoucouldhandlethem,people

warnedyouaboutmeandthepastIhave,don'tmistakewhatI'msayingforsomethingelse.My

pointisthatyouknewwhatyouweregettinginto,youknewthattherewouldbegirlslikeOlona

poppingupeverynowandthenandhonestlyIwouldn'tblameyouifyouwantedoutbecauseit's

toomuchtohandle.Ifeellikei'vespentmostofmytimewithyouapologisingformypastand

honestlyit'snotfaironmeorourrelationship.YandiswaI'mreallytryingherebutyoureally

makingthingshardforme.Youreallymakingithardtobewithyou

Her:whatareyousayingMelo?

Me:thatifyouwantspacetheni'llgiveittoyouuntilyouknowwhatyouwant.Untilyouthink

youcantrustmeasmuchasItrustyou.

Wewerebothsittingupnow.I'mnotdumpingheroranythinglikethatbutuntilsheisableto



trustmecompletelythenreallyourrelationshipisn'tgoinganywhere.Iloveheralotbutitreally

hurtsthatshedoubtsmethewayshedoes.Igotinanaccidentbecauseofthisverysame

doubtofhers.

Her:oh...

Igotupoutofherbedandgotdressedwithherwatchingme.WhenIwasdoneItookmyphone

andwenttokissherforehead.

Me:youhavemynumber,callmewhenyouhaveananswerformeok

Shenoddedholdingbacktears.

Me:Iloveyouok

Iwalkedtothedoor,unlockeditandwalkedout.Thishasgottobethemosthardestthingi've

everdoneandIhatemyselffordoingitbutit'shastobedone.It'sforthebestforbothherandI.

OnmytotheelevatorIbumpedintoLedicomingoutoftheelevator.

Her:morning

Me:morning

Her:sohow'smyfriend?

Me:okIguess

Ishrugged.

Me:Ihavetogo,theuberisalreadydownstairs

Her:ohok.Thanksforcomingover

Me:she'smygirlfriend,I'llalwayscomeoverwhensheneedsme.

ShesmiledandnoddedthenheadedaboutherbusinesswhileIwenttoelevatorrequestingan

uber.Igotinanditdrovemetomycousinsapartment.IcalledAsangetocomeopenforme

andhedid,whenwegottotheroomtheyweresleepingwithbottleseverywhere.

Him:how'sYaya?

Wesatdownonthefreecouchwhilethedudessleptontheothercouchesandfloor.Itooka

deepbreathinandletitoutslowly.

Me:she'snotonperiods

Him:ok?

Me:Igaveherspace



Him:whatdoyoumean?Whatis"space"?

Me:Yandiswaisnotreadyforalongdistancerelationship.

Him:andyouknowthis?

Me:shedoesn'ttrustme.ThedozenmissedcallswerebecauseshebumpedintoOlonaMbiza

Him:thathottieyouwerehookingupwith?

Me:yesher.Lastnightsheaskedmeaboutherandtoldhereverythingaboutherandthenthis

morningItoldheraboutMirandafromtheelevatorlastnight

Him:oh

Me:sheaskedifIwasstillinlovewithherandItoldherIwasn'tthouIcan'tdenythefeelings

thatarestillthere

Him:whywouldyoutellheryoustillhavefeelingsforyourex?

Me:Iwouldn'tevencallitfeelings.It'slikeaspark,thatthingyoufeelwhenyouhaven'tseen

someoneinyears

Heshookhishead

Him:youdugyourowngrave

Me:Iratherdigmyowngravethanbeinarelationshipwithouttrust,thetruth,commitmentand

loyalty...youknow

Him:Iguess.Butyoutakethistruththingtoanotherleveldude!

Me:momtaughtmethatthetruthwillalwayssetyoufree.Rathershebemadatyoubecauseof

thetruththanbehappybecauseoflies

Henodded.

Him:sowheredoesthisleaveyouguys?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'mwaitingtohearfromher

Him:yougoingtotheexhibitionright?

Me:ofcause.Icameheretosupporther.Iloveherandtodaychangesnothingorwhatsoever

Him:niggayoumyspillion!Irespectyourass!Let'shopethisisn'ttheendofyouguys

Me:wellLucwouldbehappy

Isaidlaughingandhelaughedtoo



Him:Lucisaspecialcase

Me:thatheis.What'sforbreakfast?

Him:Idon'tknow.Cerealmaybe?

Me:letsgobuysomethingtoeat.Somethingfilling.FirstIneedtowash,pleasedrivemetothe

hotel

Him:letmeshowerfirst

Me:Ayt

Hewenttoshowerandleftmeclearingthebottlesonthefloor.Theseguysweredeadasleep

andnoneofthemwasgettingup.FinallyAsangecamebackafterwhatseemedlike30minutes

andthenwedroveofftothehotelwhereheorderedroomservice.Iwenttoshower,whenI

camebackHewaschillingwithmysisterhavingbreakfasttogetherandmyplateonthetable.

Ase:morningtwin

Me:morningtoyoutootwin.Howwaslastnight?

Her:itwaslit.Feelsgoodbeingbackhere

Me:ofcauseitwould.Haveyouseenyourboyfriend?

Her:Ispentthenightathisapartment

Ilookedather

Her:relax,wedidn'tdoanything.IwastoodrunktodoanythingwithJimanyway

Me:andhedidn'ttakeadvantage?

Sheshookherhead

Her:stillpurebrother

Me:youbetter.

Ange:backup,Asemahlehasaboyfriend?Sincewhen?

Her:sinceDecemberholidays.Agreatguy

Him:he'syourfirstboyfriend,ofcausehewouldbeagreatguytoyou

Her:yousuchanass!Heardyourgirlfriendwasdying,periodpains

Me:she'sfine,sheonlysaidthatsoLedicouldgetoffherback.Didn'tfeellikegoingout

Her:ok...



Iateandthenwenttolotioninthebathroomandcamebackwearingbriefs,Iwenttopickout

jeansandat-shirt.Wechilledforawhilebeforeheadingovertothetwinsplace.Ineededatux

andwhobettertohookmeupthanAuntSage.TheguysandIheadedtoherboutique,she

expandedfromjustsellingfemalethingstosellmalestufftoo.Hersuitswereimportedfrom

aroundtheworld,shesoldqualitysuits.Wegottoherboutiqueandherassistantwasatthetill.

Me:heyisMrsNdabaaround?

Her:she'sattheback.WhodoIsayislookingforher?

Me:Melo...she'llknow

Her:uhhhmok

Shewalkedoutandwenttotheback.ShecamebackafterawhilefollowedbyauntSage.

Sage:mybabies.GoshIhaveahangover.

Shesaidhuggingme

Me:heyaunty.

Shegreetedtherest

Luc:stillhotasever

Sage:andyoustillnottappingthis

Wealllaughed.

Her:lemmeguess,ya'llwanttuxes

Alu:yep.Gotanything?

Her:youknowIgatyou.Comethisside

Wefollowedherandsheshowedusherlatestcollection.Wewereallimpressedbutthere'sone

tuxthatcaughtmyeye,itwaswhitewithablacktieandalsobecauseYayawaswearingablack

dresswithawhitebelt.IaskedAsangetoaccompanymetogetthecastremoved,Iwasnot

goingtoanexhibitionwithafreakncastonmyleg.it'sonlybeentwoweeks,IknowbutIfeel

finejustaslongasIdon'tstandforlong.Docgavemeawalkingstickjusttobesafe.Whenwe

weredonewewenttogetsomethingtoeatandthenat5:30pmwewenttofreshenuppreparing

togototheexhibitionwhichwasstartingat6pm.

IwaswalkingaroundlookingatthepicturesonthewalkandImustsayTaylorknowshisstaff

butYaya'spictureswereaworkofart.ThecentrepieceforYaya'spictureswasab/wpictureof

us.Wellmyfacewasn'tshowinginthepictureandneitherwashers,allyoucouldseefromme

wasmynosedowntomybodyandallyoucouldseefromherwasherheadsnuggledonmy

bardchest.Itwasapictureofmetoplessandherhuggingmehidingherfaceinmychest.It



wasaprettypicturethatmuchIcansay.

"She'sreallytalentedisn'tshe?Creativetoo"

Me:ofcause

Him:i'mTaylorMeier

Me:DerrickBess

Him:ohyoutheboyfriend.Nicetomeetyou

Weshookhands

Me:yeah

Him:youmustbeproudofher.Shehasagoodeye

Me:ofcause.I'mlivingproofofthat

Hechuckledandsodidi

Him:Isee.

Me:anyideawhereshecouldbe?

Him:lasttimeIsawhershewasentertainingguestsoverthere

Hesaidpointingbehindme.IscannedwithmyeyesandIspottedher.ShewasBEAUTIFULI

foundmyselfdrooling.

Me:thanks

Him:sure

Iwalkedovertoher,shewasholdingaglassofchampagnestandingwithLucandJenadmiring

apicturesheoncetookofherselfonthemirror.Herfacewasn'tshowingbuthercameraand

bodywere,itwasblackandwhite.

Me:hey

Luc:youhavetobuythisonecuz!Youcan'thavesuchpictureshangingonsomepervertswall

Wealllaughed

Me:ofcauseI'mbuyingit.Howmanypicturesofyouarehere?

Her:3andtherestarejustrandompictures

Jen:whenMelosaidyouweregoodIthoughthewasonlysayingthatbecauseyoutwoare

datingbutgirl!Thisisbeautiful



Her:thankyousomuch.

Shesaidwithasmile.

Luc:uhhmokIwillseeyouguysaround

Jen:waitup

Theyleftusstandingtheretogetherlookingatherpicturehangingonthewhitewall.

.

.
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Idon'tknowwhatadaggertotheheartfeelslikebutI'mprettysureit'sfeelslikethis.Onthe

onedayI'msupposedtobethehappiestandlookingforwardtothebestnews,myboyfriend

tellsmehestillhasfeelingsforhisexandthatheisgivingmespace,spaceIdidnotaskforby

thewaybutImustthankhimforhishonestyeventhoughit'sheartbreakingbuthekeptitreal

withmesothanksforthat.AfterheleftIletthetearsrolldownmycheeksallthewaytomy

crisscrosslegs.Whydidithurtthisbad?I'vehadmyfairshareofaheartbreakanditwas

nothinglikethis,thispainisdifferent,it'sforeigntome.Myfathertellingmeshiitwhenwefirst

metwasn'tthispainful.Idon'tevenknowhowtodescribewhatIwasfelling,Icouldn'teven

breatheproperlythewaymyhearthurt.Iwouldhavepreferredhimshootingmeorstabbingor

somethingbecausethenIknowthatatsomepointthepainwillgoaway,thatkindofpainis

morebareablethantheoneI'mfeelingrightnowanditdoesn'thaveatimeframeofwheni'llbe

fine.There'snobandageorplasterthancancoverthispainandmakeitlesspainful.Whywas

hedoingthistome?ithoughthelovedme.DidIpushhimtoofar?IhavesomanyquestionsI

can'tevenbegintoanswer.AwhilelatermydooropenedandLediwalkedinsoundingallhappy.

Iquicklywipedthetearswhichjustwouldn'tstopcomingout.

Her:honeyyouok?

Inodded.ThankstotheweavecoveringmyfacefromherIhadalittlebitoftimetotrywipe

thesestupidtearscausedbystupidMelo.Iwaslookingdownasthetearswouldn'tstop.Ifelt

herindexfingerraiseupmychintolookupather.

Her:babywhat'swrong?

Therewasconcerninhervoice.Whyisitthatwhenpeopleaskhowyouarewhenyoucryingthe



tearsfeeltheneedtojustpouroutasifataphadbeenopen?Idon'tgetit.Thetearsare

supposedtostoptheminutesomeoneaskshowyouare.It'ssonotfair.Icouldn'tevenrespond,

thetearsrespondedforme.Iwasnotfine.Iwasnotok.Notthistimearound.Shepulledmein

forahugandIletitalloutonherchest.DamnyouMelokuhlefordoingthistomeonmyspecial

day.GodIhatehim.Okthat'salie,Ican'thatehimevenifItried.Ithasn'tevenbeen3months

andhereIamcryingbecauseofhim.Iamsoscrewed!I'mcryingbecauseofaguyIhaven't

evenbeenwithfor3months.I'mprobablythemostweakestwomanthereis.Ormaybetheright

wordisdumb?I'msomewhereinbetweenthosetwo.Dumbandweak.Afterwhatseemedlike

anhour,wellitfeltlikeanhourIwokeupwithablanketovermeandasplittingheadache.Melo

hasturnedmeintosomethingI'mnot.I'mnotonetocrymyselftosleep.Isatupandburiedmy

faceinmyhands.

"Hey"

IlookedupandLediwascomingoutofthebathroomwearingarobe.Shesatonthebed.

Her:wanttotalkaboutit?

Ishookmyhead.

Her:ok.Goshowerandlet'sgohavebreakfastok.

Inodded.Igotupfromthebedandwalkedtothebathroom,Ineededabathandnotashower.I

satinthebathforanhourjustsittingtherenotwashingbutthinkingaboutwhatMelohadsaid

andwhatresponseheexpectsofme.Iwasdisturbedbyaknockbringingmebacktonow.

Me:almostdone

Istartedwashingwiththenowcoldwater.WhenIwasdoneIgotoutofthebathanddrained

thewaterthenscrubbedthebathandwalkedoutwrappedinatowel.

Her:Igotyouneurofen.Itwillhelpwiththeheadache

Me:thankyou

Itookoneanddrankwithwater.ThiswholetimeLediwasjustwatchingme.Itwascreepyreally.

Me:sotellmeaboutlastnight.WhatdidImiss?

Her:somuchIdon'tevenknowwheretostart

Me:you'lltellmeallaboutitatbreakfastright?

Her:damnright.

Me:andwheredidyougetNolly?

Her:Ifoundheratthereceptionlastnightwithsomeblessedlookingguywethu.Thedudegave

herhiscardandtoldhertobuywhatevershewanted



Me:Ibetyouallthatcomeswithaprice

Her:whateverthepricemaybe,ablackcardisheavenly

Me:don'tgetintothislife.Youdon'tneedablesser

Iwasbusygettingdressedandsowasshe

Her:justforthosetripstoDubai,shoppingandthebasicstuff

Me:untilyougomissingandyourdeadbodyisfoundinadumpsterbecauseyourefusedtobe

tamed.

Her:whatevermami.Iwillbeagoodgirlforever

Me:Ipreferyoulikethat

Ifinishedgettingdressedinjeans,t-shirtandablackcourtheel.Ijustwantedtobesimpleand

depressedlookingwithahintofglam.Lediworeashortreddresswithablueleatherjacketand

blueheelsandaredhandbag.Theoutfitwasnewtome,butthenagainonecanneverkeepup

withNaledi.Wetookafewpicturesbeforeheadingouttomeetmomdownstairs.Breakfast,

shoppingandlatelunchwasfun.TookmymindawayfromthingsforawhileuntilIwasbackin

myownspace.IfiguredthatitwasbestIfocusonmetonightandthinkofMelo'sresponse

whenIamlesssober,highAFandnotpreparingformybugnighttoshine.Iwasonlygoingto

findoutnextweekFriday,thefirstweekofFebwhetherornotmypicturesweresoldand

whetherornotIwasleavingSA.Theexhibitionwasmorepackedthanexpected,hopefullyIsell

all.You'dthinkthere'dbelesspicturesofMelobutMelo'spicturesaresomeofmybestwork.

HimandLedi,welltherewasabout3ofeachandtwoofMelobutnonewherehisfacewas

showing.Ihadn'tseenhimandIwashopinghedoesn'tcome.IguessIspoketoosoonbecause

hewasstandingrightnexttome,claimingmeashiswithoutevendoingletalonesaying

anything.

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou.Youlookhandsomeyourself

Him:youknowIalwaysaimtoplease

Ikeptstealingglancesatthishotmannexttomewithaverystrongmanlyscent.

Me:no.Wenotdoingthis.Nothereandnotnow

Him:what?

Me:pretendingthismorningdidn'thappen

Him:oh

Me:wewilltalkaboutthissomeothertime.Fornowpleasejustcontinuegivingmeyourso



called"space"

"Wow!Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhere"

IturnedandsodidMelo,shewasobviouslytalkingtoMeloandnotme.Shewasanother

versionofOlona,lessfakethough...oratleastIhopeso.

Him:Miranda.Hi

Shepulledhiminforahugandheobviouslygaveintothehugtosomeonehemightstillhave

feelingsfor.Great!

Him:MirathisismygirlfriendYandiswa,thephotographerbehindsomeofthesepictures

Her:wow.Nicepicturesandnicetomeetyou

Me:likewise.Ifyouwillpleaseexcuseme

Isaidwalkingaway.Iamnotgoingtostaybackandwatchhewhoissupposedtohavefeelings

formealone,lovemealonebebusyhavingfeelingsforanoldex.Iwenttomeetafewartists,

courtesyofTaylorandsomenewspaperandmagazineeditors.Iwasnetworkingandmy

picturesweresellinglikehotpotatoes.SomeoneboughtpicturesofMelo,thequestionwaswho?

Mybestbetisonthisexofhis,Miranda.WhenthenightwasfinallyoverTayloraskedtotalkto

meandsowhilepeoplewereleavingwewalkedaround.

Him:everythingok?

Me:yeah...everythingisok.theexhibitionwasgreat

Him:imaginehowmuchgreatertheywillbewhenyouhaveyourowngallery

Me:whatareyousaying?

Hesmug'd

Him:thateveryoneofyourpictureshavebeensoldatanevenbiggerpricethanset

Me:ohmyGod

Ijumpedathimandhuggedhimfordearlife.Iquicklygotoffhimandgiggled.

Me:i'msorry

Him:it'sok.Goodjobandthankyouforallowingmetofeatureyourstuff.Peoplecouldn'tstop

talkingaboutyourpicturesandIhaveanumberofpeoplewhowanttoworkwithyou,people

fromtherightplaces

Me:youjokingright?!MrMeierpleasetellmeyoukidding

Him:notthistimearound.GoodjobMissy.Ilookforwardtoworkingwithyou



Me:likewise.Thankyousomuch

Him:thankyourlecturer.Ihaveadinnertogetto,seeyouaround

Me:againthankyou.

Weshookhandsandheleftmestandingthereallexcitednotknowingwhattodowithmyself.I

jumpedupanddownsquirminginexcitement.Istoppedandlookedaroundforanyeyesand

therewerenone.Ifixedmydressandwenttofetchmyclutchthenwalkedoutrequestingan

uber.WhenIgotoutIfoundMeloleaningonthewallpressinghisphone.Iclearedmythroat

andhelookedupatme.

Me:youstillhere

Him:Iwashopingwecouldgograbsomethingtoeatbeforetheparty.

Me:yeahsure

Theuberparkedinfrontofus,heopenedthedoorformeandigotinsidethenhegotinafter

me.

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou

Hetoldtheuberdriverwheretodropusoff.Heparkedinfrontofthis5starlookingrestaurant.

Wewalkedinandwereescortedtoatablefortwobyourwaiterfortheevening.

Me:whyarewehere?

Him:toeat

Me:why?

Him:tocelebrateandtotalk

Me:i'mwaytoosobertohavethisconversationyouwanttohavewithmeandI'mnothigh

Him:whywouldyouwanttogetdrinkforustotalk

Me:becauseMelokuhle,unlikeyou.Ican'tdothis.Ican'tpretendthatthingsarenormal

betweenus.Ican'tpretendthatjustthismorning,theonedayIwassupposedtobehappy

withoutanyspeedbumpsorsomething,Ican'tpretendthatyoudidn'tjusttearmyheartout

aftertellingmeyoustillhadfeelingsforyourex.I'mnotyou.Ican'tpretend.Imanagedtohold

myselftogetherlongenoughtosurvivethenight.Now,nowIjustwanttogetsloshedand

"pretend"thatyoudidn'tdowhatyoudidthismorning.Iwanttosmokesomejointsandgethigh

andforgetaboutyouhurtingme,evenifit'sforonenight.

Him:IunderstandIwasharshthismorninga...



Me:harsh?Harshisanunderstatement.Yousayyoulovemeandthenyougoonanddothe

exactopposite.Youdon'tdothattosomeoneyoulove.Youdon'tripouttheirheartrightafter

tellingthemthatyoustillhavefeelingsforyourex.Melokuhleweonlyjuststartedlastyearend

November,whatyouexpectofmeinsuchlittletimeiswronganduncalledfor.Youhavetoo

muchbaggageinyourpsstMelokuhleandit'suntrained.WhenIsaidIcoulddealwithitIdidn't

expectittobethrownatmelikethis.Iwassowillingtolookpastthesegirlsbutafterthis

morning.Idon'tthinkIcan,Ideservebetter.

Iwipedmytearswhichwerenowinmycheeks.Didn'tevenknowIwascrying.

Me:I'mnotthebestgirlfriend,IknowIhaven'tbeentootrustingbutMelokuhleyoumakeithard

totrustyouifyoulietome.Thankyouforyourhonestybytheway,thatmuchIdoappreciate

fromyou.ByeMelo.

Igotupandkissedhischeekandwalkedoutrequestinganubertotakemetothehotel.

.

.
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Thisisforbeingsuchamazingpeople.Yourcommentsyesterdayleftmefeelingalittleinspired
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S02E12-Melo

BythetimeIgotoutsideshewasgonealready.WhathaveIdone?Whycan'tIkeepthem?Why

can'tImakethemstay?KateandIweregoodandIwentontoruinitbysleepingwithLathitha.I

clearlysuckatthiswholelovething.MiraandIdidn'tdoanythingwhenYayaleftustogether,we

exchangedcontractsbutnowthatImentionitmaybethataloneshouldn'thavehappened.I've

heartherenoughforoneday.Foreternity.IloveherandshedeservesbetterthanthecrapIput

herthrough.Icalledherbutshewouldn'tansweranyofmycalls.Irequestedanubertodrive

mebacktothehoteltopackupmyshiitandleave.Icalledtheairportandaskedthattheyget

meaflightoutofJHBtoDurbanfornow,nonewereavailablesoIaskedthePJtoflymeback.

Joburgwasonlygoingtoruinmylife,itwasgoingtoruinmyrelationshipwithYayaevenworse.

IgottotheairportandboardedthePJandleftJHB.Flyingalonegavemesometimetoactually

reflectoneverythingthathappened,runningintoMiranda,YayameetingOlothewayshedidand

metellingYayaImightjusthavefeelingsforMira.IwasonlyinJoburgfor2daysandIlostmy

girlfriendjustlikethat.AfterlandingattheairportIrequestedanubertodrivemehome,mom's

house.OnthewayIswitchedmyphoneonandmessagesstartedcominginafterawhile,



missedcallsandvoicemails.MostofthenwerefromYaya,Idialledhernumberandcalledher

backofwhichsheansweredjustasIwasabouttogiveup.

//Her:Melokuhle

Me:Yaya

Her:i'vebeencallingyou.Whereareyou?

Me:ItookaflightbacktoDurban.

Her:andyouweren'tgoingtotellme?

Me:haveyoubeendrinking?

Her:answermefirst

Me:Itriedcallingyoubutyouwouldn'tanswermycalls.Yandiswaareyoudrunk?

Her:maybe

Shegiggled.Therewasmusicinherbackgroundbutitwasn'tthatloudbecausewecouldhear

eachotherproperly.

Her:youleft.Youdidn'ttextorsayanything,youjustleft.Isthiswhathasbecomeofus?

Shesaidsobbing.

Her:youtellingmeyoustillhavefeelingsforyourexandthenleavingwithouttellingme.Arewe

reallyover?Wasyougivingmespaceyourwayofendingthingswithme?

Me:ofcausenot.IunderstandthatwhatIdidthismorningiswrong,Ishouldn'thavedoneitat

all.Ishouldn'thavespokentoyouthewayIdidandnoIwasn'ttryingtoendthingswithyou

becauseIcannotstandlosingyou.Iknowyouwon'tbelieveanythingItellyoufromhereonbut

babyIamsorryImessedusup.I'msorryforexpectingmorethanyoucouldgivemeandI'm

sorryforeverythingwrongIdidthisweekend

Her:youbrokemyheartMelokuhle

Itcameoutasawhisperaccompaniedbysobs.

Her:yourippeditoutofmychestandyoucrusheditrightinfrontofme.HowamIsupposedto

recoverfromthat?ThepainyoumademefeelisnonelikeanypainIhaveeverfeltbefore.You

weresupposedtoloveme,keepsafeandoutofharmsway,makesurethatIdon'tgethurtbut

youdidtheopposite.Youwereharmsway,youhurtme.Youprovedeveryonerightandme

wrong.MaybeIneedthatspaceyousokindlygaveme

Me:Yandiswaplease

Myvoicecameoutasawhisperitself.IknowImademybedandI'msupposedtolieinitbutI



didn'tthinkthiswasourbreakingpoint.Idon'tknowhowtodescribehowIwasfeelingbutno

amountofsexcouldfixit.Thepainwasunbearable.itwasforeign.

Her:I'msorryMelokuhle

Me:Yayaplease.

Her:lookatitthisway,I'mgivingyouspacetofigureoutwhatitisyoureallywantok?Iloveyou

Melokuhlealot.ButIcan'tcompetewithyourexesandyourflings.GoodbyeMelo//

Andlikethatthecallwasended.Painissupposedtocomewithlovebutmypaincamewiththe

opposite.Theonewholovedme,theonegirlwhowasperfectforme,theonegirlwhowas

meanttogroommewasthegirlthatgotaway.TheoneIhurtwithoutaguntomyhead.The

oneIhurtthinkingIwasdoingtherightthing.Ipaidtheuberdriverandtookmythingsandgot

offhiscarthenheadedinsidetheyardandintothehousestraighttomyroom.IknowIshould

becallingherandbeggingherbutthere'snoreasoningwithdrunkYaya.That'swhyshewanted

ustotalkwhenshewasdrunkbecausewhensheisdrunk,hernomeansno.

.

.

1MONTHLATER

It'sMarchandYayaisinCaliforniadoingsomethingshelovesandhasalwayswantedtodo.On

thenightsheleftshedidn'twanttoseeme,whatanIsaying,wehaven'tseeneachothersince

thenightofherevent.Wedidspeakbutnothingmuch.JustyoursimpleFacebookinboxtypeof

conversations.Shedoesn'tanswermycallsandrefusesto,shesayswhateverIwanttosayvia

phonecallcanbesaidviatextorvoicenote.Imisshersomuch.Myfamilydoesn'tknowwhat

isgoingonexceptdad,momandmysisterswouldprobablykillmeorsomething.Dadtoldme

aboutthetimehesleptwithmom'sbestfriendandmomdidn'ttalktohimforlikeamonthor

somethingbuteventuallyshecamearound,besaidwithsamewasgoingtohappenwithYaya.I

justshouldn'tgiveuponus.IshouldkeeptryingandshowherthatImeanitwhenIsayIwantto

bewithherandonlyher.MiracalledmetheSundayaftertheexhibitionaskingtomeetupfor

breakfastbutItoldherIwasbackinDurbanandshewasbummedaboutit.Mylegwasbackto

itsnormalstateandIwasbackinmyflateventhoughmomcametocheckuponmeeverynow

andthen.ItwasaSaturdayandIhadjustgottenbackfromthegym.Itookaquickshowerand

wenttopreparesomethingtoeat,myphoneranganditwasshockinglyYaya,Isayshockingly

causeshenevercalls.Ianswereditputtingheronloudspeaker.

//Me:hey

Her:hi.Howareyou?

Me:i'mgoodandhowareyou?

Her:I'mgood.



Therewassilence.

Me:how'sCali?

Her:how'shome?

Wespokeatthesametimemakingusbothlaugh.

Me:homeisboringwithoutyou.How'sCali?

Her:MelokuhleImissyou.Everyday.IthoughtIcoulddothis,goonwithouthearingyourvoice

everydaybutIcan't.Ican'tkeepdoingthistomyself.CaliisnotCaliifIdon'thaveyou

Me:whatareyousuggestingYaya?

Her:haveyouandMirandadonesomethingaboutyourfeelings?

Me:Ihaven'tseenorspokentoMirandasinceJoburg.EvensoIdon'tneedhertoknowthatI

amincompletewithoutyou.WhateverIthinkImaystillfeelforher,it'snotthere,it'sgone

becauseshewasneveryouandshewouldneverbeyou.IknowIscrewedupbutyouleaving

mademerealisethati'llneverfindanotheryou.Noamountoffeelingsorwhatevercancompare

towhatweshare.IloveyouYandiswaandIwanttoshowyoujusthowmuch

Her:whenlastdidyouhavesex?Behonest

Me:andifI'mhonestyoupromiseyouwon'tdropthiscallonme?

Her:fine.When?

Me:whenwewereatthehotelinJoburg.TheFridaybeforeyourexhibition

Shecrackedupinlaughter

Her:youlying

Me:honestly.I'vehadafewtemptationshereandtherebuttheynotyou.TheconversationsI

havewiththemarenoneliketheonesIhavewithyou.Idon'texpectyoutobelievemebutit's

thetruth

Her:soyouhaven'tbeenwithagirl,inanyintimatewayexceptforme?

Me:Nope.IthinkI'mgay.Lucthinksingay

Her:Lucthoughtyouweregayfordating.It'snosurprisehewouldthinkthat

Webothlaughed.Imissedherlaugh.Imissedthis.Thistalkingandlisteningtohervoice,her

tryingtobesternwithme.Imisseditall.

Me:whataboutyou?



Her:whataboutme?

Me:anynewboyfriend?Aflirtmate?Asexbuddy?Anything?

Her:doesagirlongirlactioncount?

IkeptquiettrynapictureYandiswabusymakingoutwithanothergirl.Iheardherlaughing

Me:what?

Her:I'mkidding.YouknowIwouldn'tsurvive

Me:thankGod.

Her:Ididkissthisguythou,wewereatahousepartyplayingspinthebottle-truthordare.Itwas

apeckonthecheek

Me:yousure?

Her:theyweren'tspecificwiththedaresoIkissedhimonthecheek.Noneoftheguyshereare

you,Idontwantanyofthem

Me:so?

Her:youreallygoingtomakemesayifhuh?

Me:ofcause.Youweretheonewhoaskedforspacesosayit

Her:thisIdefinitelydidnotmiss.Melokuhlecanwepleasetryagain.Nosecrets,noexes,no

feelingsforotherpeople...justyouandmelikebefore.let'smakethislongdistancethingwork

Me:feelsgoodtohearyousaythat.Soyes,I'llbeyourboyfriendagain

Her:niggaplease!Youneverstoppedtobeginwith

Me:ohit'slikethatnow?

Her:you'realostpuppywithoutmebabe

Me:right.Wenotdoingthis.Byenow

Her:geeezwhat'sthisspacedonetoyou?Youallgrumpyandstuff

Me:yousillierthanbefore

Her:well...

Me:exactly.How'sschool?

Her:schoolisfun.I'vemadefriendsandguesswhat?



Me:what?

Her:theydrinkandsmokeweed...likeme

Me:letmeguess,youguysmetduringlunchwheretheyweresharingabluntandyoujust

couldn'thelpyourself

Her:youknowmealltoowell...

Me:sowhenwillyouquitit?

Her:what?Thedrinkingortheweed?

Me:both

Shecrackedupinlaughterandthenstopped.

Her:waityouserious?

Me:yes

Her:Icanquitthealcoholbutnottheweed.SomeofmybestpaintingsaredonewhenI'm

stoned.Ineedtheweed

Me:we'llhavethisconversationinperson

Her:soyoureallygoingtotrycontrolme?

Me:it'snothinglikethat

Her:Thenwhat'sitlike?

Me:letsjustdropit.Someone'satthedoor

Her:fine.Bye

Me:don'ttellmeyoumadatme?

Her:getthedoor.We'lltalkwhenyourvisitorisgone

Me:ouch.Okbye

Her:bye//

IwenttoopenthedoorandOlonawasstandingontheothersideofthetrellidor.Whatwasshe

doinghere?

Me:Olona?!

Icouldn'tevenhidetheshockonmyface.



Her:aren'tyougoingtoletmein?

Iopenedthegateandmovedaside.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Icametoseeyou.Isthegirlfriendhereorshe'sgonealready?BygoneImeantothestates

Me:noneofyourbusiness.Whatareyoudoinghere?

ShetookhalfofthesandwichImadeandtookabitfromitwhilesittingontopofthecounter.

Her:Imissedyouthat'sall

Me:normalpeoplepickupthephoneandcallyouwhentheymissyou

Her:i'veneverbeennormal.Fuck!Yousexy

IhadevenforgottenIwasn'twearingashirt

Me:thankyou

Her:don'tyoumissme?

Shejumpedoffthecounterandwalkedovertomethenwrappedherarmsaroundmyneck.

Therewasthatperfumeofhers.Iremovedherarms.Olonawasafreakinbed,there'snothing

shedidn'tdoorsaidnoto.

Me:noIdon't

Shegiggled

Her:yeahrightMelo.Youmayhavethatgirlfriendofyoursfooledbutyoudon'tfoolme.You

alwaysfindyourwaybacktome,onewayortheother

Shewassosexyandseductive.Wordsjustrolledoutofhermouth.Herhandwasinmyshorts

insidemyboxersstrokingmynowhardD*

Me:stopitOlona

Her:youknowyoudon'twantmeto

OfcauseIdidn'twanthertostopbutallIkeptthinkingofwasYaya.Howhurtshewasbyme

tellingherIhadfeelingsforanex,thiswouldcrushhersoul.

Her:shedoesn'thavetoknow.Itwillbelikeoldtimes

Shesaidpullingdownmyshorts,Istoppedherbeforetheycouldgodown.Shewasshocked

becausei'veneversaidnotoherwheresexwasconcerned.



Me:Isaidno.Pleaseleave

Her:what?

Me:Ihaveagirlfriendwhowouldn'tbehappywithmedoingthis,heckshewouldn'tevenbe

happywithyoubeinghere.Sodomeandherafavourandgetout.

Shelookedatmefumingwithanger.Shestormedoutoftheflatbangingtheburglar.Iclosedit

properlyandclosedthedoortoo.Icouldn'taffordhurtingYayaagain.Idialledhernumberand

calledher.

.

.
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It'snousehidingthefactthatImisshimsomuchithurts.Memissinghimhurtsmorethanhe

hurtme.Hehasbeenbeggingmeandpleadingforustogobacktobeingusforamonthnow

andtruthfullyspeakingIthinkhe'shadenoughtimetofigureoutwhathereallywants,whohe

reallywants.Hisattentiontowardsmehasproventomejusthowmuchhewantsthis,justhow

muchhewantsustoworkandIhopethatheisseriousaboutusasmuchasIam.Hewantsme

toquitboozeandweed?!Ithasn'tevenbeen6monthsletaloneayearandalreadyheistrying

tocontrolme,whatisthis?Whydoguysdothatanyway?Imeanwhydotheyfeeltheneedto

tellustoquitcertainhabits,dressacertainway,speakacertainwayandallthatishasthough

wemarried?Ifyouaskmeit'swrong.Niggagottostayinhislane.IwilldressasIpleaseuntilI

feelneedtochangemystyle,walkasIpleaseuntilIfeellikechangingandasforthealcohol

andweed,it'spointlesstoquitifyouyourselfarenotwillingto.ThelastthingIwanttoendup

doingisbinging.Iwasintheschoolstudiohighandbusypaintingwhenmyphonerang.Itwas

Melo.

//Me:visitorgonealready?

Him:yep.ThevisitorwasOlona

Ikeptquietforawhile.Welastspokethirtyminutesago.AlotcanhappeninthirtyminutesIf

youaskmeandthatOlonabitchdoesn'tseemlikethetypetojustletshiitgo.Sheseemslike

thetypetogoafterwhatshewantsandgetsit,I'msurethat'showsheandMeloevenendedup

sleepingtogether.



Him:shegavemeahandjobbutIstoppedher.IsweartoGodwedidn'tdoanything

Me:Ibelieveyou

Him:Ihopeso.YayaIcouldn'tdoanythingwithherbecauseIcouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyou

andhowmuchpainIwouldbecausingyou

Me:Ihearyoubabe.It'sokandI'mgladyouwereabletoresisther

Him:whatareyoudoing?

Me:i'minthestudiobusypainting

Him:isn'titalittlelatethere?

Me:notatallbabe.Plusinnotalone,I'mwithafewclassmates

Him:theybetterkeeptheirhandstothemselves

Me:whosaiditwasmen?

Him:whatevergendertheyare!

Me:youcrazy

Him:foryou,yes.Ifuckingmissfuckingyou!

Igiggledandlookedaroundbeforeresponding

Me:Imissyoutoo

Him:whatdoyoumiss?

Me:MeloI'minclasswithpeoplearound

Him:andI'minmyflat

Me:huh?

Him:i'msorry,Ithoughtwewerementioningmeaninglessshiit

Me:veryfunnyMelo

Him:whatdoyoumissYandiswa?

Me:you.Yourdick.

Him:whataboutus?

Me:sendmeapictureplease



Him:youmad?Ineversentyouadickpicwhenyouwerehere,whatmakesyouthinki'llsend

onenow?

Me:Idon'tknow.BecauseI'llsendyouanude

Him:hahahaveryfunny.You'llsenditevenifIdon'tsendyouadickpicYaya

Me:yousuchanass

Him:afineonetoo.

Me:byeMelo.Peoplearestartingtogivemefunnylooks

Him:fine...Byebabe.callmebeforeyougotobed

Me:yesdaddy.Byenow

Him:byebeautiful//

Theeartoearsmileonmyfaceafterdroppingthecallwithbae.It'spriceless.DamnImissed

him.Hisvoice,histouch,hiskissonmylips,hishandscaressingmybody,thelookonhisface

whenIridehim,fuckImisseshim.Imissedoursex.Justthethoughtwasenoughtomakeme

wet.

"EarthtoYaya"

IwasbroughtbacktorealitybyAndrewwavinghishandinfrontofmyface.

Me:heywhat'sup?

Him:wherewereyoujustnow?

Me:Melolandasusual

Him:youreallylovehimhuh?

Me:youhavenoidea.Anywaywhat'sup?

Him:Ihaveafavourtoaskyou

Me:okI'mallears

Him:youthebestpainterhere.

Me:obviously

Him:Iwantyoutopaintme

Ichuckledandthenlookedupathim.Hewasserious.OhmyGod!

Me:youserious



Him:ofcause

Me:ok.We'lltalkaboutthiswhenI'mdonehere

Him:okcool.Hallaatmewhenyouleaving

Me:surething

Hewentbacktohisboardandleftmewithmyphoneandearphonespluggedinlisteningto

somegoodoldJ-Cole.WhenIwasdonebetteryetwhenIwasboredIgotupandtextedmy

roomieaskinghertogoouttoeatandshesaidwe'dmeetinourroom.Iwaswalkingoutwith

myearphonespluggedwhenIfeltsomeonetapmyshoulder,IturnedaroundanditwasAndrew.

Me:dudewhatthefuck?!

Him:sorryIfrightenedyou.

Me:yeahsurewhatever.What'sup?

Him:yousaidwe'dtalkwhenyouweredone

Me:ohright.OkI'mlistening

Him:i'dactuallylikeyoutotakepictureofme

Me:whatkindofpictures?

Him:nudeshots...wellnotreallynaked,justsomeshotsliketheonefromtheexhibition

Me:thosewerepicturesofmyboyfriendIdon'tthinkI'mcomfortabletakingsuchpicturesof

you

Him:comeonYayawefriends.WhatcouldIpossiblydotoyou?

Me:ohIdon'tknow...Ihaven'tknownyoulongenough

Him:wefriends.Iwouldneverdoanythingtohurtyou

Me:yousoundlikemyex...hesaidthesamething

Him:hahahawellI'mnothim.Idon'tfeelcomfortablehavingaguytakingthesepicturesandthe

girlsinourclassare...

Me:annoying,snob,bitches...

Him:yousaidthemall...

Me:i'llthinkaboutityeah?

Him:totallycool



Me:Ayt.Iwillseeyouinclass

Him:tomorrow?

Me:no.Monday

Him:aren'tyoucomingintomorrow?

Me:i'mgoingtochurchwithmyroommate

Him:luckyher.SotherethispartyatthePhrathouse...ifyoufreepleaseswingby

Me:Imakenopromises.We'llsee

Him:letmenotkeepyou

Me:sure

Wellthatwasawkward.Iwalkedtomyroomwithmyearphonespluggedinalloveragain.This

guywasweirdandcreepyormaybeit'stheweedmakingmefeelsometypeofway.Idon't

know,thewayhewaslookingatmemademefeelnaked.Idon'tknow,it'sprobablytheweed

paranoia.MytotallyawesomeroommateAshantiWalsh,daughteroftheefamousLucinda

WalshandAlexWalshwasstandingbytheclosettryingtofigureoutsomethingtowear.This

girlhadabodyfordays,shewasmodellooking,somevictoriassecretangelstypeofbody.She

wasagoddessandshewasthemostsweetestthingever.Wegotalongondayone,whenI

movedinshewasn'thome.Shecamebackfromtownwithherhairandnailsdone,shewasso

sweetitwascreepyandIwassittingonmybedstraighteningmyweave.AnywaysheandIare

goodroommates.

Me:heyAsh

Her:Ididn'tthinkyou'dbebackthisearly

Me:andasusualyoudon'tknowwhattowear

Her:youknowmealltoowellhoneyboo

Me:wearwhatyouworetoclass

Her:i'vebeeninbedallday

Shesaidsmiling.

Her:Ijustfinishedshowering

Me:ofcause.

Isaidhittingmyforehead.MySaturdaysaren'treallySaturdaysbecauseIspendtheinstudio

Me:letsmeshowerquicklyandchangeoutofthese



Her:surethinghone

Itookoffmyscrubsandwrappedatowelaroundmybodyandwenttotheshower.

Her:Iheardthere'sapartytonight...wannago?

Me:Andrewmentionedit,heinvitedmeactually

Her:wegoingright?

Me:Idon'tknow.Doyouevenwanttogo?

Her:wellSerenasuggestedwego...

Me:finewe'llgo

Thiswholetimewewereshoutingfromtheothersidesoftheroom.HerandSerenagoway

back,theygrewuptogether.Serenaisamedstudentandsheisahighclassdrunk,totallycool

chickthoughI'mstilltryingtounderstandhowtheyendedupasfriends.Serenaismoreorless

likeLedi.Strictlynofilterbutveryloving,sweet,kindandcaring.TheyremindmeofLediandI.

Wecalledacabandwenttograbsomethingatthisotherrestaurantintown.Afteragoodmeal,

wetookacabtotheplacewherethepartywasheld.Itwaspack.Kidsfromhereandpartiesare

likeahouseonfire,theylovepartyingtoodamnmuch.Everydayisapartyfortheseones.We

madeourwaythroughthecrowdandfoundSerenabythebar...whyamInotsurprised,shewas

drinkingandchattingtothebartender.

.
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AfterthecallwithYayaIfinishedeatingandthenwenttogetdressedpreparingtogooutwith

Asemahle.Shesaidsheneededtotalktomeaboutsomethingviatext.WhenIwasdoneItook

mythingsandwenttoherapartment.Iknockedandshecametoanswer.Shelookedhorrible.I

closedthedoorbehindmeandpulledmytwininforahug.Shejustcrieduncontrollablyonmy

chest,somuchsheevenhadhiccups.WesatdownonthefloorbythedoorasIlistenedtoher

cry,thewaymyheartsanktomystomachfeltunreal.Itwaspainfulhearinghercrylikethatand

allIcouldsaywas"it'sok"...whichisfunnybecauseIdon'tevenknowwhatI'mtalkingaboutor

thereasonshewascrying.ShecrieduntilshehadnocrymorecryleftinherandIjustkept



quietandbrushedherback.

Her:Iaskedhimtostopbuthewouldn'tstop.Myscreamsdidn'tmeananythingtohim,the

kickingandscratchingdidn'tdoanythingtohim.

Me:shhhhdon'tsayanything

Icouldn'tholdbackthetearsfromstreamingdownandtheangerfrombuildingup.Whoever

rapedmysisterwasadeadman!

Me:whodidthistoyou?

Her:itwas...Ke..vin

Me:comelet'sgetyoucleanedupI'mtakingyoutothehospital

Her:no!

Sheshouted.

Me:AsemahleI'mnotgoingtoarguewithyouonthis.Wegoingtothehospital

Her:noDerrick

Sheshookherhead.

Her:theygoingtojudgemeDerrick.Idon'twanttogothere

Me:Asemahlewedon'tknowwhatdiseaseshemighthave.Letsgo.

Shestillshookherhead.

Her:maybeyoushouldleave

Me:i'mnotgoinganywhere.Gowearagownandlet'sgo!

Shewashesitantbuteventuallyshenodded.Webothgotupandheadedtoherroom,she

lookedlikeshewasscaredtogoin.WhatamIsaying,shewasliterallyshaking,thefearinher

eyessaiditall.Iletgoofherhandandwalkedinalone.Themessinherroomalonetellsastory

ofjusthowmuchtheyfoughtbeforehewasabletogethishandsonher.Thebedandsheets

weremessedupIwentuptothebedandtherewasbloodonthesheets,thesheetsweretorn

tootherewassomestuffonthefloor,asmuchasIwasn'therethesceneplayedoutclearlyfor

me.Icouldn'tstandbeinginhere,Iwalkedtoherclosetandtookouthergownandsleepers

thentookherphonewithme.WhenIgotoutshewassittingcurleduponthefloor,Itookher

handsandmadeherstandupthenhelpedherwearhergownandsleepers.AllIcouldthinkof

waswaystomaketheassholepay!

Kevinisaguywholivesaroundourcomplex,wenormallychillwithhimeverynowandthen,he

andmysisterwereinthesameclassbackinhighschool.He'sbeentrynaflirtwithherbut



AsemahleisthosehardtogettypeofgirlsandIalsodidn'tmakethingseasyforhim.Heand

Asewearesupposedtobefriends,whatwentwrong?Whatgavehimthewrongidea?There's

literallynoexplainingrapethou.Thequestionponderinginmyheadiswhathewasevendoing

herelastnightorthismorningI'msurebecausemysisterwasstillinhershortpjays.

WegotintomycarandIdroveusstraighttothehospitalwhereain'tAmberusedtoworkin.It

wasastruggletogetheroutofthecarbuteventuallyshegotoutandtheytookheraway.Itook

myphoneandcalledmom.

//Her:towhatdoIowethiscall?

Me:momyouhavetorushtothehospitalnow

Her:whatisit?What'swrongbaby?

Me:it'sAsemahle.Pleasejustcometothehospital

Her:okI'monmyway.//

Knowingmomshewasprobablythinkingit'salcoholpoisoningorsomething,butnotthistime

around.WithinminutesmomcameinrunningwithIyana.

Iya:Melowhatisit?

Mom:Melowhereismybaby?

Itookadeepbreathinandthenletitout.

Mom:Melotalktome.Issheok?Saysomething

Me:shewasrapedmom.

Shelookeddownandthenlookedupatmewithtearyeyes.Iyanawenttositdownandburied

herfaceinherhands.

Mom:rrrr...a...p...ed?

Shestruggledtoevengetthewordoutofhermouth.

Mom:whereisshe?Iwanttoseeher?

Me:she'swiththedoctor.

Mom:wherethehellisyourfather.Hesaidhewasonhisway!

Me:mompleasecalmdown

Isaidtryingtotouchher

Her:don'ttouchmeMelokuhle



Shewasnowintears.Iyahasn'tsaidawordeversince.Dadcameinrunning.

Him:where'smydaughter?

Momthrewherselfatdadcryinganddadwelcomedherinhisembrace.Helookedatmewith

questioningeyesasmomcriedouttohim.

Mom:youhavetofindhimDamon!

Shesaidsobbinginhischest.

Dad:him?Who?Someonetellmesomething

Adoctorcameovertous,theonewhowasattendingher.

Me:howisshe?

Dr:she'sasleep.

Mom:Iwanttoseeher

Dr:whenshewakesupi'llsendsomeonetocallyou

Mom:whatisyourname?

Her:HelenMars

Mom:DrMarsyouclearlynewhere,yournurseswillfillyouinonwhoIam.Iwanttoseemy

daughternow

Dad:honeycalmdown

Mom:Damondon'tfuckingtellmetocalmdown.Whichroomismydaughterin?

Dr:pleasefollowme.

Momanddadfollowedbehindher,IwalkeduptoIyaandhelpedherstandsowecanalsojoin

them.WhenwegottotheroomAsewassleepingpeacefully.Momrantoherandkissedher

countlesstimesonherforeheadsobbing.

Dad:willsomeonepleasetellmewhathappenedtomydaughter?!

Heroared.

Dr:yourdaughterwasrapedthismorning.I'msosorrysir

Dad:pleaseleaveus.

Shenoddedandwalkedout.Dadlookedatmeandsignalledustotalkoutside.

Him:whodidthis?



Me:someguywholivesinthecomplexwithus

Him:IwantanameandsurnameDerrick!

Me:KevinReed

Him:ok.

Hetookouthisphoneandmadesomephonecalls.ThiswholetimeIwaswatchinghim

speakingtolordknows,Iwasstartledbyhimendingthecallwith"Findhim"andthenhe

droppedit.Wewentbackinsidewithoutanyonesayingthewordtoanyone.Hewenttostandby

mom'sside

Her:didyoufindhim?

Dad:mymenareworkingonit.

IjustpulledYanatome.Mysisterwascrushed,asweallwere.Noneofuseverthoughtwe

wouldfindourselvesinasituationlikethisbeforebuthereweare,andnotevenmoneycan

solvethisone.Mytwinwasgoingtobescaredforlifebythisone.Noamountofweedor

alcoholwasgoingtomakethispaingoawayormakeherforget.Thiswholeordealmademe

thinkofYaya,Idon'tknowhowIwouldlivewithmyselfifsomethinglikethishappenedtoher.I

helpedYanaseatdownandwentoutsidetocallher.Ineededtoknowthatshewasok.Itranga

whilebeforeitwasanswered.

//Her:heybaby

Shesaidshouting.Therewasloudmusicfromwherevershewas.

Me:Yandiswa!

Her:holdonbabewhileIfindaquietplace.

Iheardsomeloudnoiseforawhileandthenadoorbangandlock.

Her:heyyou

Me:whereareyou?

Her:there'sthispartyoncampusatthePhrathouse

Me:YandiswaIneedyoutogohome

Her:what?Why?

Me:couldyoupleasejustlistentomeforonceandstopbeingstubborn

Her:babywhat'swrong?Talktome

Me:Yandiswapleasejustgotoyourplace.Idon'twanttohavetoworryaboutyouespecially



now

Her:babe

Me:Yandiswamarn!

Her:fine.I'llcallyouwhenIgetthere

Me:thankyou.//

ShewasprobablymadthinkingI'mtrynacontrolherandstuffwhenI'monlytryingtolookout

forher.Mysisterislyingtherewhensheshouldn'tbe,Idon'twantmygirlfriendtoendupinthe

samesituation.Thiswasdonetoherbysomeoneshetrusted,Yayaneedstocutdownonthese

malefriendsnow.It'snotsafe!IwasreallyhopingthatYandiswalistenedtomethistime.Iwent

insideandAsewasstillsleeping.

.

.

-Ase

SomyhousemateisgonefortheweekendandisonlycomingbackSundayorMonday

dependingonherclass.Ihadjustfinishedmakingbreakfastwhentherewasaknockonthe

door,IwenttoopenthedoorandtherestoodKevin.Afriendfromhighschoolwholivesinthe

samecomplexasme,heandiaregoodfriendseventhoughheflirtswithmeeverynowand

thenbutwegoodfriendswhoshareseriesandotherthings.Iopenthedoorandhisbreath

smellsofalcoholwithamixofmint.Ilethiminandthenwegointothelounge

Me:i'mhavingcereal,canImakeyouabowl?

Him:nothanksI'mfull.Ijustmissedyouthat'sall

Me:youchosetogogetdrunklastnightwhenwecouldhavewatchedthevampirediaries

Hechuckled.

Him:youmadatmeprincess?

Me:notatall.IwatchedVDwithmyboyfriendviaSkype

Helaughedatme

Him:that'scute.

Hecouldbarekeephiseyesoffmylegs,Iwaswearingshortsandatop,mypjaysofcause.

BecauseIfeltuncomfortablewithhisstaresIexcusedmyselfandsaidIwasfeelingabitcold

soi'llgowearagownquick.HenoddedandIlefthimandwenttomyroom.Igrabbedmylong

gownandwalkedtothedoorwearinggitwhenitswungopenanditwasKevin.



Me:hey

Him:hi.Godyousosexy

Me:uhhmthanks

IsaidcoveringmyselfwiththegownandtyingitlookingathimwalkingclosertomeasImoved

back

Me:solet'sgetoutofhereandgochillinthelounge

Him:whynothere?

IfrozewhenIcouldn'tmovebackanyfurther,Ihadreachedthebed.Imovedtothesidebuthe

didn'tbudge,hejustcameatmewiththathungrylustfullook.

Me:Kevinyouneedtoleave

Him:youwantedmelastnight,I'mherenow

Me:notlikethat

HegrabbedaholdofmeandItriedtofighthimbutwhoamIkidding,Kevinisintothosebody

buildingthings.

Me:Kevinyouhurtingmeleavemealone

Him:i'vewantedyousinceHighschoolbutyounevergavemethetimeofday

Me:andI'msorrynowpleaseletgoofme

HeattemptedtokissmebutIshutmylips

Him:soyounotwillingtocorporate?

Me:Kevinpleasejustleave

BynowIwascrying,tearsstreamingdownmyfacebuthewasn'tfazed.Hewantedwhathe

wantedfrommeandhewasdeterminedongettingit.HethrewmeI.ThebedandIcrawledto

mybedsidebuthecaughtmylegandpulledmetohimbeforeIcouldreachmysidelamp.He

gotontopofmeandsatonmyassmakingithardformetomoveandthenheheldmyhands

andtiedthemtomyback,wellheheldthemandwiththeonehandheusedittotakehispants

off.Ikeptbegginghimnottodothisbuthewasn'thearinganyofthat.Ifelthishardshaft

againstmyass

Him:todayI'mgoingtotakeyoutoaworldyou'veneverbeenbefore.

Hesaidpullingbothmyshortsandunderwearoffatthesametime.

Him:lace...sexy.



Youcouldhearthepleasureinhisvoice.AtthatmomentIhatedlaceunderwear.SecondslaterI

feltit,Ifelthimshovehisthinginsideofme.

Him:mmmmhyousotight

Mebeing"tight"didn'tstophim,mytearsdidn'tstophim,mybeggingdidn'tstophiminsteadhe

tookitasaninvitationtothrustharderanddeeper.Ikeptprayingforhimtostopbuthedidn't.

Heflippedmeoverandwentatitagain,bynowIhadnofightinme.Myprayerwasthathegetit

overwithandkillmeafterbecauseIdon'tseelifeafterthis.Hewentinandoutuntilhefilledme

upandwhenhewasdownhegotoffmeanddressedmeinmypjayshortsandwalkedout

feelingpleasedwithhimself.Hedidn'tturnbackorsayanythingafter,hejustleft.Itriedtoget

upbutthepaindowntherewasunbearable,Ineededmyphone,IneededMelo.Igatheredthe

littlestrengthIhadandsearchedformyphoneunderthepillowandIfoundit,Icouldn'tbring

myselftocallhimbecausehewouldaskquestionsIcouldn'tanswer.Isenthimatextinstead

andthengotofthebed,therewasbloodonmysheetsandonmyshorts,evidenceofhaving

lostmyvirginityandnevergettingitback,evidenceofhavingbeenrapedbysomeonewhowas

supposedtobemyfriend.Icouldn'tevenlookatmyself,myfirstthoughtwastoshowerbut

growingupwithanauntthatisadoctorthere'sjustsomethingsyouknow,likenottoshower

afterbeingrapedforevidencesake.Iwalkedoutoftheroomandshutthedoorthencurled

myselfupbythedoorwaitingformybrothertogethere.Eventuallyhecameby,Iknowhis

knock,Itriedgettingupandopenedforhim.Helookedgood,hesmeltgoodtoo.Hissmile

changedtheminutehesawmetobeingconcerned,that'smybrotherforyou.Icouldn'thold

backthetears.IjustcriedwithhopesthatitwasnothingbutadreambutthepainIwasfeeling

wasnotadream,itwasrealandtherewasnowakingupfromthis.

Iwokeupscreamingandcrying.

"Asemahlewakeupbabyyouhavingabaddream"Irecognisedthatvoice,Iknewitalltoowell.

Itwasmom.ItriedtoopenmyeyesandthelightwasblindingbuteventuallyIopenedthem.I

wasinhospital,Melobroughtmein.Whendidmomgethere?WhydidMelotellher?Shelooked

atmewitheyesfilledwithtearsandsodiddadstandingnexttoher.Theyfeltpityforme.Why

didn'thekillmeinstead?Whydidheletmelive?Why?Seeingmyparentslikethat,Icouldn't.I

closedmyeyesandletthetearsrolldownontheirown.

.
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Thepartywasallkindsoflitandtherewereallkindsofalcohol.MahnthelasttimeIgotwasted

wasthatnightIdrunkcalledMelo,Ineededthis,it'sbeentoolongandschoolisn'teasytoo.But

thenagainschoolisnevereasyormaybeI'mjusthomesick.I'mwaytoofatfrommymom,my

bestfriendandmyboyfriendanditsucksbecausetherearethosedayswhereseeingtheirface,

hearingtheirvoice,touchingthemmakeseverythingfeelbetter.Likenow,ifMelowasintownI

wouldprobablygetdrunkandthengosleepoverathisplaceandhavesomegreatdrunksex

buthe'snothere.Ashisnotmuchofaheavydrink,heckshe'salightweight,twobottlesand

she'sout...okmaybeI'mexaggeratingalittlebutthepointissheisnotthatheavyofadrinker

likeSerenaandI.

"Youcame"

SaidavoicefrombehindmeasSerena,AshandIwerebusydancing.Nowthesegirlscanget

down,forachefandadoctor,propstothem.IturnedaroundanditwasAndrew,Idon'tknowI

justwasn'tinthemoodforhim.Alcoholdoesthattomesometimes,makesmenotwantthe

companyofcertainpeople,meninparticulareversincethatnightIwasinsultedataclubfor

beingXhosaandapparentlyforgoingforMelobecausehehadmoney.AfterthatdayIvowedto

keepmydistancefrommenwhenI'mdrunk.

Me:yepIcame

Him:enjoyingyourself?

Me:yeahIam

Him:canIdancewithyou?

Me:no

Him:please

Me:dudeNo!

Ifeltmyphonevibratinginmypocketandexcusedmyselffromthegirlstogoanswerit.I

checkedthescreenanditwasMelo.Ianswereditwalkingupthestairs.Hewasliterally

scoldingatmeforreasonsknowntohim.Idon'tevengetwhyhe'ssuddenlyalloverprotective

andfatherlytowardsmelately.Firsthetellsmetoquitmyhabitsandnowhe'sdemandingIgo

home.Really?Whendidhebecomethisboyfriend?AfterthecallItookalookatmyselfinthe

mirrorandthenwenttoopenthedoor.OnmywayoutIbumpedintoAndrew.Whyisthisguy

everywhere?Heissuchacreep!YouknowwhenyouannoyedAFandthenyouruninto

someoneannoyingandyousuddenlywanttopunchthemintheface?Wellthatwasmeright

now.

Me:whythefuckareyoueverywhere?

Him:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:Idon'tneedafuckingbodyguard.Icantakecareofmyselfnowpleaseexcuseme



Him:whatdidIeverdotoyou?

Me:Iamtoodrunktohavethisconversationwithyou

Hewasliterallyblockingmywayofpassage.

Him:YayaIlikeyou!

Me:jointheline.Everyoneherelikesme.Andrewmove

HewalkedincloserandImovedback.

Me:moveoutofmywaynow

Him:comeindon'tbethatgirl.Don'tbeactlikeyoudon'twantme.I'veseenthewayyoulookat

me

Me:likeI'mabouttohurl?Yeahcausethat'sallIcanthinkofwhenIlookatyou

Him:fuckyousohot.FromtheminuteIlaideyesonyouIknewIwantedtofuckyouhard.

Rough.Youlooklikeyoupreferitrough.Arghitdoesn'tmatter

Hemovedincloserunbucklinghisbelt.

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Hepushedthedooranditclosedthenhecameclosertakinghispantsoff.

Him:webothwantthis.Trustme

Me:Iwillscream

Him:noonewillhearyou.Stopactingsmart

Hepulledhispantsdowntogetherwithhisboxers.IlookedathisDandcouldn'tholdmyself.I

crackedupinlaughter.Idon'tthinki'veseensuchasmalldyouguys.Forsomeonewhomight

justberapedIwastoocalm,annoyinglycalm.Alcoholandweeddoesthat.Helookedatmelike

Iwascrazy,hewasgettingpissed

Me:whatisthat?

Isaidpointingathisdlaughing

Him:we'llseewholaughslast.

HecamealittlecloserandIputmyhandinmypocketandheldmytazer.Ledihadboughtmea

tazerbeforeIleft,acutepinksmalltazerincasesofemergencies...likethisoneorincaseIrun

intooneofMelo'sexes.IcarryitwithmeeverywhereIgo.Likenow.Iwaswearingalongdenim

Jacketwithdeeppockets.



Me:yeahwewill

HecamealittlecloserandIpulledmyhandoutandsetitonhisdickandpressedthebutton

andhedroppedtothefloor.Iusedtheopportunitytogetoutandleavehimlyingthereinpain.

AtthismomentIwishedIcouldcallLediandthankherforthislittlepresent.Igotdownstairs

andthegirlswererightwhereIleftthem.

Me:guysI'mcallingitanight

Serena:it'snoteven8pmyet

Me:exactly

Ash:everythingok?

Me:i'mjustnotfeelinggoodthat'sall

Ash:oklet'sgohomethen

Serena:finelet'sgo.I'llcallanuber.

Wewalkedoutsidetogetherwithourarmshookedtoeachother.Mysensessortofcameback

becauseIwasworriedaboutMelo'scall,hisvoicewasn'tthenormalvoiceheusedwhen

shoutingatme.Almostsoundedasifhehadbeencryingorsomething.Idon'tknow.

WewereinourdormroomwearingourpjaysafterItookashower,AshwasnowshoweringsoI

usedthetimetocallMelo.

//Me:Ijustgothome

Him:that'sgood.

Me:everythingok?

Him:letmegetouthereforasec

Iheardhimasktobeexcusedandthenheardadoorclose.

Him:Asemahleisinhospital

Me:what?Why?Whathappened?

Him:shewasraped.

Hesaidwithashakyvoice.Tearsjustrolleddownmyeyes.WhatdoIsaytohimknow?Howdo

Icomforthim?ShiitIwasalmostrapedtoday.Realitystruck.I'mdofarfromhome,myfamily

andfriends.HowwasMelogoingtodealwiththisifsomethinghadhappenedtome.MaybeI

shouldquitalcohol.

Me:whatdoyoumean?



Him:hetookmysistersprideaway.Iwasn'ttheretoprotecther.Ishouldhavebeentherefor

herbutIwasn't

Me:it'snotyourfault.Doyouguysknowwhodidit?

Him:itwasKevin

Me:Kevinfromyourcomplex?

Him:yes

Me:hashebeenarrested?HowisAsemahledoing?Whendidthishappen?

Him:dadisworkingonit.Ithappenedthismorning.She'sstillsleeping

Me:Iamsosorrybabe.

Him:yeahmetoo.Distractme,anythinghappenatthispartyyouwentto?

Me:nope

Him:Yandiswa

Me:Melokuhle

Him:comeontellme.Idon'thaveitinmetobemadaboutitanyway

Lol.Yousaythatnow,untilItellyouandthenyousuddenlyherepunchingsomepeople's

noses...nopenothinghappened.ifMeloheardwhathappenedtonight,hewouldflip!Hewould

goonarampageorprobablyfindhimselfinsomewoman'sbedtryingrelievesomestress.I

knowmyboyfriend,therearesomethingshecanhandleandthentherearethosethathethinks

sexcanmakehimforget.IfIwasinSArightnow,heandIwouldprobablybefuckinguntilwe

bothpassoutjustsohedoesn'tthinkaboutwhatheandhisfamilyisgoingthrough.

Me:nothinghappenedbabydon'tworry

Him:YandiswaGxaba

Me:babe

Him:spillit.

Ithoughtforaminute.ShiitwhatlieamIgoingtotellhim?

Him:i'mlistening.anddon'tlietomebecauseIwillfindthetruthout

Me:canItellyousomeothertime.Whenyoulessemotionalandlessangry

Him:youaremakingmeangryrightnowYandiswa.Talk!



Me:afterItookyourcall.WhenIwasgettingoutofthetoilet,thisguyfrommyclasswas

standingrightoutsidethedoor.Heblockedmywayandstartedsayingsomethingsabouthow

he'sbeenwantingtofuckme.Hecameinandclosedthedoorandthenhetookhispantsoff

andcametowardsmebutItazedhimandgotaway.I'mok

ThiswholetimeIcouldhearhimcursingunderhisbreath.Hewasfuming.IknowIcan'tsee

himbutIknowhimandIcanimaginehowangryheisrightnow.Hechuckledindisbelief.-oh

God!-

Me:babyI'mok.Hedidn'ttouchme

Him:whatifhehadhuh?ThenwhatYandiswa?

Me:babyI'mfine.Iamok.Youshouldseehim.Ifriedhisballs

Isaidtryingtolaughbutnope,nothingwasworking.Hewasn'tfazedatall.ThiswholetimeAsh

wasnowsittingonherbedpressingherphone.Sheheardthewholestoryoftoday.Great.NowI

havetodealwithhertoo.

Him:Iwantyoutofilearestrainingorderagainsthimorreporthimorsomething.

Me:comeonbabeyouoverreacting

Him:overreacting?YouthinkI'moverreacting?Doyouwantmetoflythereandtakeyoutothe

policestationandhaveyoufilearestrainingorderagainsthim?

Me:no

Him:MondayYandiswa.

Me:yes

Him:Iexpectapictureofittoo!Iwillknowifyourdidn't

Me:yesMelo.CanIgotosleepnow

Him:i'llcheckuponyoutomorrow

Me:pleasekeepmepostedwithMahle

Him:willdo.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Byebabe

Him:bye//

JEZUS!WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto?ashturnedtolookatme.Lordpleasekillme...now

preferably.

Her:Andrewalmostrapedyou?



Me:buthedidn't

Her:soyouweren'tgoingtotellme?

Me:there'snothingtotell.I'mfine

Sheshookherheadindisbelief.SeewhatImean?Shehasn'tevenknownmeforlongandshe's

overreacting

Her:whatifhehaddonesomethingtoyou?Thenwhat?

Me:AshI'mfine.Thankyouforcaring

Igotunderthecoversandcoveredmyself.Ifelthergetontopofmybedandinsidemycovers

thencuddleme.MaybeIneededthis.Iletthetearsthathadbeenburningmyeyesloose,I

couldn'tbelievethatAsemahlewentthroughsomethinglikethat.HowcouldKevinbethisevil

andheartless.Hewasherfriend.Hewassupposedtoprotectherfromcreepslikehim.I

couldn'timaginethepainshewasprobablygoingthrough.Noonedeservestofeelthewayshe

does.MyGodherfamilymustbecrushed,i'mcrushedbythis.IsaidashortprayeraskingGod

tobewithherandherfamilythroughthisordeal.Shewasavirgin.Shedidn'tdeservetoloose

getwomanhoodlikethat.Shealwaystoldmehowsheplannedonlosingitonherweddingnight

toherhusbandinabeautifulresortonsomefarawayislandonabedfullofrosepetals.Your

typicalmovieromanticscene.Thatwasherdream.Theweedandthealcoholwerewearingoff

remindingmeofthepossibilityofalmostgoingthroughwhatmyfriendwentthroughand

suddenlyIjustcriedevenmoreanduncontrollablythistime.WheredidIevengettheguts.Why

wasn'tIscaredofhimthen?Whyisthisonlyregisteringnow?Ashgavemepainkillerssothat

theywouldknockmeoutandtheydid...untilIhadadreamwhereAndrewwasbreathingheavily

ontopofme,sweatingandfeelingpleasedwithhimselfashewentharderanddeeperinsideof

me,thepainwasnotthatofpleasure,itfeltlikesomeonewasrippingmyvaginaintohalf.Icried

untilIcouldn'tcryanymore.

"Yayawakeup.It'sokhe'snotgoingtohurtyou"

Ashwasrightnexttomepattingmegently.

Her:youwerecrying

Me:itfeltsoreal

IwassittingupandcuddledinAshesarms.

Her:itwasonlyadream

Mycheekswerewet.Iwasn'tcryinginthedreamonly,Iwascryinginpersontoo.Shekept

assuringmeitwasnothingbutadreamwhilerubbingmybackgentlyuntilIcouldfeelmyself

driftingofftosleep.MaybeIshouldfilearestrainingorderagainsthim.

.
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Ican'tputintowordsthewayIfeel.It'samixtureofrage,worryandhurt.Mysisterisina

hospitalbedbecausesomeassholejustcouldn'tkeepitlockedupinhispantsandthe.There's

mygirlfriendwhoisoceansawayfromme,almostgotraped.Idon'tknow.Thathornyboyhas

betterprayweneverrunintoeachotherbecauseofwedoitwillbetheendofhim.Idon'tget

howYandiswagetstobethischilledoverthis,whatifshedidn'thaveatazer?WhatI'dhehad

donesomethingtoher?Iaskedhertoquitalcoholforsuchreasons,toavoidsuchincidents.

Girlsneedtounderstandthatwhenweaskyoutoquitsomething,it'snotcausewedon'twant

youtohavefunbutit'sforyourowngood,yourownsafety.Ifshedidn'tdrink,shewouldn'thave

hadtobeenthereinthebeginning.Itriedtocalmmyselfdownbeforegoingbackinsidethe

room,Ineededabreather.Iwalkedbackinandtheroomwasdeadsilent.Iyawassittingright

whereIleftherandsowasmom.Dadwasn'tintheroom,heprobablywentouttomakesome

calls.Istoodbymomandrubbedhershoulders.Shewastornapartbythis.Asewaslayingon

thebedcurleduplikeaninfantfacingmomwithtearsstreamingdownhereyes.

Me:wheresdad?

Mom:he'soutmakingsomecalls

Inodded.Justaswewerelikethat,thedoorswungopenandAuntJen,SiyaandSiyabonga

walkedin.

Siya:IcameassoonasIgotIya'stext.Whathappened?

Shelookedatmomwhohadtearyeyes.

Jen:Amahlewhathappenedtomyniece?WhereisDamon?

Me:someguyfromourcomplextookadvantageofMelody

Siya:whatdoyoumeantookadvantageofher?Herapedher?

Sheaskedwithabitofangerandhurtinhervoice.Inodded.ShewalkedovertothesideAse

wasfacing.

Siya:Ican'tlieandsayit'sgoingtogetbetter.Ican'ttellyouyougoingtobefinebecauseyou

won'tbugthisIcantellyou,youhaveagreatsupportsystemaroundyouandwewillhelpyou

getthroughthismybaby.



Dadwalkedin.

Mom:didyoufindhimDamon?

Henodded.

Mom:excuseme.

Shesaidgettingupoutofthechairtoherhusbandandtheywalkedouttogetherfollowedby

Jen.

Her:canyouguyspleasegetout!

Shejustsnappedshockingallofus.

Me:no.Youcan'tbealone.I'mnotgoinganywhere

Ase:JUSTGETOUT!Please

BongaandauntSiyawalkedoutandleftme&Iya.

Ase:Meloplease.

Hervoicecameoutasawhisper.Brokenandreadytocry.IlookedatIyawhoshookherhead.

Iya:wenotgoinganywhere

ShegotonthebedbehindAseandcuddledher.

Iya:youneedmeasmuchasIneededyouwhenIlostmybaby.WenotleavingyouMelody.

Shekeptquietwithoutanyfightinher.DrMarswalkedin.

Dr:hi.Ijustcametocheckuponthepatientandhowshe'sdoing.Asemahlethereisatherapist

waitingoutside,incaseyouwanttotalk.

Ase:Iwanttogohome.CanIgohome?

Dr:westillneedtokeepyouforafewdaystomakesurethatyouarefine

Ase:I'mnotsick,Iwasraped.CanIgohome?

Me:Aseplease

Dr:atleasttalktothetherapistandthenwe'lldiscussdischargingyou

Ase:amIprison?Ofmentalinstitution?Whyshouldyouhavetotalktosomeoneelseinorderto

dischargeme?

Thedocstoodtherenotknowingwhattosay.



Iya:atleastwaitfortheresultsandthenyoucangohome.Okbabe

Iyalookedatthedoc

Dr:yourresultsshouldbebacktomorrowmorning

Iya:thankyou.

Thedocwalkedoutandourparentswalkedin.

Mom:whatdidthedoctorsay?

Iya:thatsheneedscounsellingandthatshewouldbeouttomorrow

Mom:isn’tthatalittlebitsoon?

Ase:I’mnotgoingtostayhereanylongermom

Mom:Asemahleyouneedcounsellingbaby

Ase:Ineedtogohome.

SeeminglyallmysiblingsandIhatehospitals,it’sfunnybecausehospitalshavedoneanything

toanyofus.butthenagainIthinkwedon’tlikethatwholebeingtakencareofandgiven

unnecessaryattention.

Mom:Asemahleyo…

Ase:I’mnotgoingforcounsellingandthat’sthat.Dadhaveyoufoundhim?

Dad:yes,baby

Her:Iwanttoseehim

Mom&Dad:No.

Dad:that’snothappening.

Ase:dadIneedtoseehim

Mom:No.FuckNoAsemahle!Seeinghimwillonlytakeyoubacktothetraumahecausedyou

baby

Ase:whostoppedyoufromvisitingAmanda?

Amandaisanannywhomolestedourmotherbackwhenshewasakid,whenshewasabout5

yearsold.Thewomanmademomdodespicablethingstoher,thingsnochildshoulddoatthat

age.Buteventuallythetruthcameout.Momwentfortherapyuntilshewasmentallyfinewith

everythingandthenyearslatershewenttovisitthenanny,togetsomeclosureandshegotit.

MomlookedatAsemahlewithherjawonthefloor.



Dad:yourmotherisonlytryingtohelpyou

Ase:Idon’twanthelp.Idon’twantyourpity.Idon’twanttobehere.GodIjustwanttogetback

tomylifeasifthisdidn’thappen

Mom:andforhowlongareyouplanningonavoidingthatithappenedhuh?Yougoaboutyour

lifeandthenwhat?YoustartdrinkingandthenwhatAsemahle?

Dad:Amahlecalmdown!She’shurting,morethanyouare.Letherdealwiththisthewayshe

seesfit

Momliterallylashedouton.InsensitiveasitmaybebutIunderstandwheresheiscomingfrom.

Thingsleftundealtwithhaveawayofcomingbacktohauntyou.

Mom:AsemahleIloveyouandIdon’twanttoburyyou.Notanytimesoon.Youmydaughter,

youtheonethatshouldburymeandnottheotherwayround.Youcan’tavoidthis;Iunderstand

ithurtsbaby.Iknowithurtsbutthisattitudewon’tmakeitlesspainful,itwillonlymakeyoufeel

worseanditwillleadyoutodothingsyoudon’twanttodobaby.Please.

Hervoicewassolowandeachwordwasaccompaniedbythepainshewasfeelingasamother.

Itwasjustpainful.Whowouldhavethoughtmylittlesisterwouldgothroughsomethinglikethis?

Mom:pleasejustgethelp

AfterawhilemomsuggestedIgohomeandchangeintosomethingmorecomfortableand

bringmysistersomeclothes.IstartedatAse’sflatanditwascleanedup,likethemessfrom

earlierwasnotthereanymore.Iwenttoherclosetandpackedupabagandwenttoputitinmy

carandthenwenttomyplace.WhenIgotthereOlonawasstandingoutsidethedoorwearinga

trenchcoatandblackheels.Herweavewasshoulderlengthandithadgoldhighlightsatthe

bottom,herlipsweremaroonish,shelookedbeautiful,sexyAF.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:I’mheretoseeyou.

Isighed.Whatwasshedoinghere?Thisgirlisnothingbutatemptation.Everythingshedoesis

effortless.InmyheadIwantedtoripthatcoatoffofherandsexhertosleep,Ineededthis,I

neededherrightnow,Ineededtohaveheratmymercy,doingeverythingIwanthertodo

withoutanyquestionsasked,Ineededtoblowofsomesteam,releasealittlebitoftensionand

justforgeteverythingthat’shappenedinthepastfewhours.

Me:clearlyIdidn’tmakemyselfclearthismorning

Her:Ithoughtyou’dknowmebynow.IalwaysgetwhatIwant.

Shesaiddroppingthetrenchcoatrevealingherbangingbodyinlace.Yayawasallkindsof

beautifulandherbodywasjustasbeautifulbutOlona,Olona’sbodylookedlikeitwasmadefor

nothingbutsex,shewasallkindsofsexyandhertattooscomplementedherbodywell.Ijust



stoodthereandadmiredher,YayawillhavetoforgivemefortonightbecausereallyIcan’thelp

myselfhere.

Me:putonyourcoatandlet’sgo!

Her:where?

Me:toyourplace.

ShepickeditupandputIton.

Her:whynothere?

Me:wenotgoingtohavesexonthebedandthesheetsIsleepwithmygirlfriendon

Shelookedatmeandshookherhead,Ithinkthatstatementkindofhitanerve.Thedistance

frommyplacetohere’swasplus/minus30minutes.WegotinsideherapartmentandI

attackedherwithakisswhichshedidn’thesitatetorespondto.Itookhertrenchcoatoffwhile

stillkissingherhungrily(It’sbeenaflippingmonthsinceIlasthadthissopleasedon’tjudge

me),shehelpedmetakemyt-shirtoff,Ipickedherupagainstthedoorandshewrappedher

legsaroundmywaistandherhandsaroundmyneckwhileminewerediggingonherbutcheeks

makinghermoaninpleasure.Itookhertothecounterandcontinuedkissingherwhiletaking

mypantsoff.Shebrokethekiss

Her:areyousureyouwanttodothis?

Inodded.Shewentdownandtookmyboxersoffandthenstartedstrokingmydickslowlythen

sheputitinsidehermouthandstarteddoingthingsIcan’tevenputintowords.Herheadgame

wasdifferentkindsoflevels,somepornshiit.Shewasthatgood,Icouldfeelmyselfcoming

andthatonlypleasedherevenmore,Iwasgroaning!Shelookedupatmeandsmiledwithher

eyespermittingmetocuminsidehermouthandIdidjustthat,sheswallowedandthenshe

insertedacondomonmyDthencameuptokissme.Iplacedheronthecounterandwentin

withoutwarningmakingherscreammynameinpleasure.Istartedoffslowlyandthenpicked

upmypaceandwentinandoutfastermakingherscreamlouder,Ipickedusupandledherto

theloungewhereIflippedusoverintodoggystyleuntilIcouldnolongerholdmyselfbutcumin

loadscallingouthername.WhenweweredoneItookthecondomoffandwenttodisposeofit

withherwalkingrightbehindme.

Her:wanttotalkaboutit?

Ididn’trespondbutinsteadIwenttothekitchentoputmyboxerson.

Her:youleaving?

Me:youknowIhaveagirlfriend

Her:howcouldIforgetwhenyoucalledhernameoutwhenyouwerecuming



Shewasmad.Butshehasnorighttobe.

Her:IknowthatwejustfuckingbuthavealittlerespectformeMelo.I’mnotsomehoeyou

pickeduponthestreet.

ThiswholetimeIwasgettingdressedandnotrespondingtoher.Shewastrippingovernothing;

sheknewwhatweweredoinginthefirstplace.WhenIwasdoneIheadedtothedoor.

Me:move.

Her:what’swrongwithyou?What’sbotheringyou?

Me:mysistergotrapedandmygirlfriendalmostgotraped.Nowmoveoutoftheway!

Sheputherhandsonhermouthinshock.

Me:MOVE!

Iroaredandshemovedoutofthewayandletmeleave.Igotinsidemycaranddrovebackto

myplace,passingbyaliquorstoreandgettingmyselfabottle.Igottomyplaceandstarted

drinkingoneglassaftertheother,IstoppedonmythirdrememberingIstillneededtogoback

tothehospital.Iwenttotakeashowerdrowningmyselfinmyguilt.Yayawouldbeso

disappointedinme;thisisthelaststrawforher.Ikeptthinkingofhowshewouldreacttothis,

shewouldhatemeforthisespeciallyaftereverything.Ifeltshitty.Ican’tkeephurtingherlike

this.WhenIwasdoneshoweringIgotoutanddriedmybodythenIlotionedandgotdressedin

sweatpantsandat-shirtwithasneakerandthendroveofftothehospital.

Iya:tookyoulongenough

Me:Ineededtoprocesseverything

Her:whywhat’sup?

Me:Yandiswaalmostgotraped

Sheputherhandsonhermouth.

Her:OhmyGodhowisshe?Shemustbeshaken

Me:shesaysshe’sfine.

Her:andwhatdoyouthink?

Me:thatsheshouldgofilearestrainingorderagainsttheguy.Theguyisherclassmate

Her:whatiftheydon’tgrantherone,seeingthathedidn’tdoanything

Me:I’llcallsomeonefromthere.Thisassholecan’tgetawaywiththis.whatifhehaddone

somethingtoher?she’snotsafeIya



Her:Iunderstand.I’msorry

Me:yeahsure.

WewerebothsittingonthefloorinthecorridoroutsideAse’sroom.

Me:sowhyaren’tyouinside?

Her:momaskedtobeleftwithheralone.Probablytryingtoconvincehertogethelp

Me:anddad?

Her:dadwentto“attendacrisis”

Shesaidwithairquotes.

Her:doyouthinkhehadthemkillhim?

Me:Idoubtit.hetookawayhisdaughter’sinnocence,deathwouldbetooeasyforhim

Her:Iguess

Me:doesSeanknow?

Sheshrugged.

Her:he’sbeencallingthou.Ithinkhe’sworried

Me:withthewaymysisteris,Idoubtsheevenstillwantstobeinarelationshipwithhim.

Justasweweresittingdownlikethatsomeonewalkedoverwithanurseshoutingbehindhim

thathecouldn’tcomethisside.Theguywasinsucharush.

Him:hi,I’mlookingforAsemahleandherphonesaysshe’shere

Me:andyouare?

Him:Sean,SeanNguni.Waityouhertwinandyouhersisterright?

Webothnoddedandstoodup.SothisistheeSean…Nice…he’snotbad,mysisterhastaste

shame.

Me:soyoutheboyfriend?

Iya:it’sapleasuretomeetyouSean.I’mIyanaandthisisDerrick

Him:Iamtheboyfriend.Issheok?Shewasn’tansweringmycallssoItrackedherphone

-StalkerAlert!!!-Mysubconscioushadamindofitsown.ButIcouldn’thelpbutfeelhehad

stalkertendencies,whotrackstheirpartnersphone?



Iya:sheis….

Me:Idon’tthinkshewantstoseeyou.

Him:what?Why?

Iyalookedatmeshocked.

Me:mysisterhasbeenthroughalotandthelastthingsheneedsisyourightnow

Him:didshetellyouthatoryouthoughtofthatonyourown?

Ilookedatthisguy.Thenerve?What’swiththeattitude?

Me:doesitmatter?

Him:ifshedoesn’twantmehereshe’lltellmeherself

Me:samewayshetoldyouwhereshewasright?

Iya:SeanlasttimeIheardyouwereinJoburg

Him:Ijustlandedfewminutesago.Canyoupleasetellmewhat’sgoingon?

Me:niggagobacktoJoburg.

Isaidthatandwalkedbackintomysister’sroomandfoundhersleeping.

Mom:youback

Me:yeah.Howisshe?

Her:sheagreedtoseeatherapist

Me:that’sgood.

Her:everythingok?

Me:yeaheverythingisfine

Her:howlonghaveIknownyouagain?

Ichuckled.

Her:you’vebeendistractedsinceIdon’tknow.talktomebaby.Bringachairandcomesithere

Itookachairandwenttoputitnexttoherandsatdown.

Her:so?

Me:Yandiswaalmostgotraped



-ohandIcheatedonherwithagirlItoldherwasafriendandsheshouldn’tworryabout…that’s

justaboutitright?butifItellyou,you’llmurderme-

Her:ohmyGod.Howisshe?

Me:shesaysshe’sfine.I’llgovisitherwhenAseisalittlebetter

Her:yoh.thisIdidn’texpect

InawayIkindofblamedherforputtingherselfinthatsituation.Hadshejuststayedhomethen

noneofthiswouldhavehappenedinthefirstplace!

Me:yeahmetoo

Her:I’msorrybaby.IshouldcallherwhenIgetthechance

Shesaidbrushingmyknee.
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Iwokeupfeelingbleh...youknowthatfeelingyougetwhensomethingbadisabouttohappen?

youknowwhenyourheartsinkstothebottomofyourstomach?Wellthatwasmetoday.Ididn't

feelsogood.Ormaybeit'sthealcoholwearingofforitstherealityoflastnight,the"whatifs"of

lastnight.Ashantiwasn'tinmybednorwassheinhers.Igotupandwenttopeethenbrushed

myteethandwenttocheckmyphoneandIhadafewtextshereandtherebutnonefromMelo,

i'dsayit'sstrangebutthenagainhissisterisinhospital.SpeakingofwhichIneedtocalland

checkuponher.IdialledMelo.Heansweredaftersometime.

//Me:heybabe.

Him:heyYaya

Thetoneinhisvoicesayssomethingelse.

Him:howareyoutoday?

Me:i'mgoodbabeandhowareyou?



Him:goodtoo

Me:how'syoursister?How'severyone?

Him:she'snotfineanduhhmtherestofthefamilyisn'ttoo

Me:i'msorryI'mnotthereforyouthroughthis

Him:itsokbabe.Listen,Ihavetogoneh.I'llcallyoulater?

Me:yeahsurelater.Bye

Him:bye//

ThathastobethemostweirdandawkwardconversationIhaveeverhaswithhim.ItfeltlikeI

wastalkingtosomeoneelseandnotmyboyfriendormaybeI'mjustbeingparanoid.he'sgoing

throughsomestuffanyway.Ashwalkedindressedinagymattireandapaperbagofthecafe

outsideourcampus.

Her:morning.Youup

Me:morninghoney.Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Her:youneededtherest.Howareyoutoday?

Me:alittleundertheweather.You?

Her:I'mallgood.Imetthisguyatthecafe

Shesaidsquirming.Arghbutmyroommatewasabreathoffreshair.Shelightsuptheroom

withherbubblypersonalityandjusteverythingaboutherisamazingandcuteandadorbs.Ash

iseverythinggood!

Me:details...

Shemadeussitonherbedwhichwasmadeandsheputthefreshmuffinsbetweenus.We

weresittingfacingeachotherwithourlegsinyogaposition.

Her:so!Arghfirstlyhepaidforthesebytheway.Butthat'snotwhatwetalkingabouthere,he's

alawstudentwhomIhaveneverseenaroundherebytheway.HisnameisScottandhe'sdoing

hislastyearhereoncampusbytheway

Me:didyougivehimyournumber?

Sheshookherheadwithherhandscoveringherface.

Me:what???Why?Isn'thecute?Doyouevenunderstandtheconceptof"metaguy",thatmeans

youlikedhimenoughtogivehimyournumberandyoulikedhimenoughtotellyourfriends

abouthim



Her:youandSerenaareapplesofthesametree

Shesaidrollinghereyes.

Her:heneveraskedforit.

Me:what?Youlie!

Her:I'mserious.Heaskedtowalkmetomydomeandthenthatwasit.Onthewayherewe

werechattingaboutschooleven,hewasaskingmeaboutmycourseandwhyIchoseitand

stuff

Me:sowhatdoeshelooklike?

Her:adream...Tall,handsome,dressedinasuitorwasitchinos?ArghI'mnotsure.Hiswhite

ofcause,blackhair,brushcuttypeofthinggoingon.Alittlemuscledup,uhhmhisvoicewas

dreamydude.GodhewasthemosthottestspecimenIhaveeverseenaroundhere

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughathowmuchshewasdroolingoverthisguy.Herphonerangandshe

answereditwhileIwenttomakemybedandthengoshower,sheandhermotheraretightlike

that.WhenIgotoutoftheshowerminewasringinganditwasanunknownnumber.Ianswered

it

//Me:Hello?

Person:HiYandiswathisisMrsBess.Igotyournumberfrommyson

Me:ohhiMah,howareyou?MelotoldmeaboutAse,howareyouguysholdingup?Howisshe?

Her:she'samess.Idon'tevenknowwhattodo,whattosaytoher,Ijust...Idon'tknowbaby.

Me:she'sgoingtopullthrough.Godwillhelpherthroughthis.Plusshehasherfamilyto

supporther

Her:onesheistryingveryhardtopushaway.Anywayhowareyou?Melokuhletoldmewhat

happened

Me:he'soverreactingkeyena,nothinghappened.ItalmosthappenedbutmnaI'mfine.Thank

Godforthetazer.I'mfineMah

Her:butbabyyouneedtobecarefultheseboysaren'tright.Yazi(youknow)thisonetimewhenI

wasaroundyourage,Iwenttoahousepartyinmyhometown.Therewasaboytherewho

pulledsomestuntmakingDamonverypissedthatheputtheboyinhospital.Yearslaterhehad

hissidechicktryseduceDamonallinthenameofrevengeohandalsobecausehewantedme

Me:that'sobsessionmos

Her:youcansaythat.ButbabywhatI'msayingisthatfilearestrainingorder,havetheuniversity

knowaboutthisforyourownsafetyok.Idon'tthinkhe'llstopthere



Me:yesMahwillsoonMonday

Her:okbaby

Me:Aseisgoingtopullthrough.Itwon'tbeeasybutshewillbefine.

Her:I'mworriedaboutherYaya.Iworriedshemightdosomething.Beithurtingherselfordoing

somethingshewilllateronregret

Me:whatabouttheguywhodidthis?

Her:myhusband'speoplecaughthimjustintime.HewasleavingDurbantoLordknowswhere.

Damonhashispeopleonhim.Ihaven'tseenhim,I'mworriedImightjustkillhimwithmybare

handsyuh

Me:buthedeservestodie!WithwhathedidMah

Her:Damonisworkingonputtinghimintothoseheavylockdownprisonswherehe'llbe

someone'sbitch.HewantshimtofeelwhatMelodyfelt.Ican'thelpbutfeelshewon'tbefine

knowingthatheisalive

Me:letherbetheonetodecidethatMah.Iknowyoubeingamotherandtryingtoprotecther

butletherbetheonetodecidethis.Shemightnevergettheclosuresheneedsifyouguys

decidethisforher

Her:Iguessyouhaveapoint.AnywayIwascheckinguponyou,how'sthedistance?

Me:yoh!

Shelaughedandsodidi.

Her:Iknow.Igocrazybybeingawayfrommyhusbandforaweekend.Youmustbegoingmad

Me:yohMahyouhavenoidea.Ican'twaitforholidaysalready.Icannotwaittoseehim

Her:that'scute...listenIhavetogo.Byebabyandfocusonthereasonyouthereok?

Me:yesMah.Bye//

Ashcamebackandfoundnesmiling.IhadamotherinMrsBess,shemaynotbemybiological

mombutshesurecaresaboutmelikeherown.

Ash:ItakeityoujustspoketoMelo?

Me:Arghnoman.Hismother,she'ssuchasweetperson

Her:lookatyouminglingwiththein-laws.Don'tgettooattachedey

Me:whosaidIwillmarryMelo?



Her:whosaidyouwouldn't?

Me:hahahayouwin.ArghIdon'tknowmahnAsh

Her:ok,question.Ifheaskedyoutomarryhim,wouldyousayyesorno?

Me:yes.

Thewordsliterallyslippedrightoutofmymouth.Ilikeseriouslywasn'treadyforthemmyself.

ButinmydefenceIlovehimandIthinkgiventimeheandIcouldactuallyhaveafuturehere.

AshlaughedathowquickIwastorespondandthenhidmyfaceinembarrassment.

Her:thatissocute

Me:screwyou.SowhatwasmamaLucysaying?

Her:mamaLucyisonherwaysoyoubetterwashupandgetdressed.I'vealreadytextedS.

Me:stilltrynawrapmyheadaroundbeingroommatewiththefamousLucyWalsh'sdaughter

IsaidsquirmingandshejustlaughedatmeasIwenttoshower.

.

.

**OneWeekLater**

It'sFridaynowandthingsbetweenMeloandIarealittlerocky.LikeIdon'tknowwhat'sgoing

on,he'sabitdistantlately,hebarelycalls,allwedois"chat"andevensoit'sjustawkward

conversations.Ihaven'treallyhadtimetoentertainwhateverthisis,it'sbeenabusyweekfor

meandmyclassmates.Ohalsohedidn'tevenaskmeaboutgoingtofilearestrainingorder,is

itmeorsomethinghashisattention?ImeanMelo?Notaskorpressuremeaboutthe

restrainingorder?Somethinghastobeupguys.AnywayIdidreportitonCampusandturnsout

whathedidisanoffenceandispunishablethroughsuspension.Campussecurityhadhim

escortedoutofclassonMondayandnooneknewwhy.Ashhasseenherguyagainandthis

timehewaswithanevenhotterfriendwhichonlyconfusedher...Arghshe'sagorkyonethat

one.AfterclassIheadedtomydormwithoneofmyclassmates,thisothercutenerd,very

talkativeandanamazingsculptor.Wegottoourdormsandheadedtoourrooms.Idecidedto

callmyboyfriendand"stiruptrouble",that'swhatguyssaymoswhenwewanttotalktothem.I

dialledhisnumberandatfirstIwasrejectedstraightupandthenIcalledhimagaininwhichhe

answered.

//Him:heybabe

Me:Ijusttriedcallingyouandmycallwasrejected

Him:Itwasamistakebabe,itgotpressedwhenIwastakingoutofmypocket.Howareyou

beautiful?



Me:i'mfineandhowareyou?

Him:i'mgood.Sowhat'sup?

OH?

Me:areyouatwork?

Him:Ijustgothome.Ileftearly,why?

Me:Idon'tknowifit'sme,I'mseeingthingsbutyoudistantlatelyandI'mnothappy

Him:whatdoyoumeanbabe.Wetalkeveryday

Me:textingmegoodmorninghaveagreatdayisnottalkingMelokuhle.It'ssomethingyoudoto

clearyourconscience.What'sgoingon?

Him:itsjustbeenhecticatworkbabeI'msorry

Me:it'sbeenhecticatBESS,it'salwayshecticthere.Whathasyourattention?

Him:notthisagain.Ithoughtwehadthisconversationmos.i'mdonewiththatlifeYaya

Me:areyoureally?

Him:sincewhenareyouinsecure?

Ichuckledindisbelief.

Him:thelastthingIwanttodoisarguewithyouoverthis

Me:youdon'tgetitdoyou?I'mnotblind.I'mnotstupidMelokuhle.IknowIhaven'tknownyou

longenoughbecauseyoukeepsurprisingmebutIknowthatsomethinghasyourattentionand

thatsomethingisnotme.Myboyfriendwouldnevertalktomelikethis,myboyfriendcallsme

tocheckuponmeanddoesn'twaitformetocallforhimtoask,myboyfriendwouldhavecalled

mefirstthingMondayandremindedmetonotforgettofilearestrainingorderagainstAndrew

andmyboyfriendwouldneveruseworkasanexcusetonottalktomebecausethisisthesame

personwhoriskedgettinginaccidentallbecauseIwasnottalkingtohim.NowtellmeI'mbeing

insecureandseeingthings.

Iliterallyfelttearsrolldownmycheeks.Iwipedthem.Whywashedoingthistome?

Me:IknowwhathappenedtoAsemahleanditpainsmejustasmuchasitdoesyou,she'slikea

sistertomeandforhertogothroughthatit'shardonyouandonmebutIknowyou.Iknow

thatsheisnotthereasonforyoursuddenchange.WhatisitMelo?

Hetookadeepbreathinandletitoutslowly.Icouldpicturehimdoingthat,rakinghishairback

withhiseyesclosedandthenopeningthemagaintoanswerme.Hewouldprobablytakemy

handsintohisandsay"Yaya".It'sanicknamepeoplehavecalledmebybeforebutthewayhe



saysitisdifferent,itsendschillsdownmyspine,ittakesmetoaworldonlyheandIknow,it

holdsmoremeaningthanitbeingsaidbyotherpeople.

Him:Yaya

SeewhatImean?Iknowthisguy.

Him:Iswearnothingeitherthanworkhasmyattention.Thisweekhasjustbeenstressfuland

hectic.Workliterallyhasmebytheballs.Dadisjustoverworkingmeallinthenameofturning

meintohim.AndthentheresthisthingthathappenedtoAsemahle,she'sreallynotcopingand

it'sstressingmeoutrealbad.IamsosorryforbeingdistantandIpromiseyou,Ipromiseyou

thatasofnowyouwillbemymainpriority

Me:Idon'twanttobeapriority.IwanttobeyourgirlfriendMelokuhle.Idon'twantyoutofeel

obligatedtotalktomeallbecauseofthisconversation.Iwantyoutobethatmanyouwerea

weekagooristhattoomuchtoaskfor?

Him:babyIamreallytryinghere.

Me:tryingtodowhatexactly?

Him:tocopewiththisdistancething.It'skillingme,notseeingyou,nottalkingtoyou,not

touchingyou.IthurtsYaya.

Me:soisthatwhyyoudistant?

Him:ofcausenot.I'vejustbeencaughtupwithwork

Me:andspendingtimewithOlona

Him:what?

Me:i'mnotstupidMelokuhle.

Him:babeIdon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Iremovedmyphonefrommyearandforwardedhimthepictureofthetwoofthemata

restaurant.ThepicturewassenttomebyLathithasometimethisweek.AtfirstIthoughtitwas

tospiteme.ItriedignoringitbutIcouldn'tanymore.

Me:areyousleepingwithher?

Him:what?FuckNo!

Me:DerrickMelokuhleBessareyousleepingwithOlonaMbiza?

Him:againYandiswa.No!

Me:fine.Call.mewhenyoureadytobehonestwithme



Him:whothefucksentyouthisanyway?Areyoukeepingtabsonmenow?

Me:excuseme?SowhatifIam

Him:don'tyoudarestartsomethingyoucan'tfinishYandiswa

Me:twocanplaythisgameMelokuhle.

Him:whatgame?Yayacomeon,itwasaninnocentdinner.Iwastellinghertostayawayfrom

me

Iamphotographerandapainter,myfuturecareerdependsonmebeingabletolookatpictures

andanalysingthemandthatpicturedidnotlooklikehewastellinghertostayaway.Therewas

moretoitthanjust"stayaway".

Me:surethingMrHotShot!//

Idroppedthecallmadashell.Heckmadisanunderstatement.IwaspissedAsFuck!GodIwas

breathingfire,that'showpissedIwas.Howdarehelietomelikethat?WhodoeshethinkIam?

.

.
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S02E18-Melo

It'sbeenaweeknowandmysisterwasoutofhospitalandlivingwiththeparentsinthe

mansion.IyaandIwereregularvisitorsatthehouse,mysisterwas...what'stheword?a

walkingZombie?Nahshewasn'tthat.Idon'tknowwhichwordtousebutshewasn'tfine,yes

shespokebutshespentmostofhertimelockedupinherroom,shehadlostweightandjust

wasn'tthesame.I'msurprisedshewasn'tdrinkingthou,Arghbutthenagainmomhadher

underclosewatch.Shetooksometimeofffromworktotakecareofherdaughter.Idon'tknow,

noneofuswerehandlingthis,seeingherthewayshewasnowwasjustpainfulforallofusand

everyonehadtheirownwayofdealingwithit.OlonaandIhavegrowncloseandYayaandIarea

littledistantbutwetalkonadaily.Olonaisjustmystressball,she'smygoto.Yayacalledmeat

around10pm.WhichI'massumingthetimethatsidewaspast3pm.WhenshecalledIwas

inchesdeepinsideofMirandawhowasridingmesodamngood.Iranintohertodayafterwork

andonethingledtoanotherandthishappenedinahotelroomaroundUmhlanga.Istoppedher

andwenttoanswerYaya'scallbythewindow.Shewashurting,disappointed,thepaininher

voicewasclear.WhatamIdoing?WhyamIdoingthistoher?She'sagreatgirlandshedoesn't



deservethis.Idon'tknowwhyIletmyselfhurtherlikethiswhenshehasdonenothingbutlove

meinawayIneverthoughtanygirlcould.I'manasshole.Ajerk.AnymeanwordwaswhatI

was.Itriedcallingherbutshewouldn'tanswermycalls.Ifelthandsrubonmynakedupper

body.

Mira:everythingok?

Iremovedherhandsandturnedtoher.

Me:thiswasamistake.Thisshouldn'thavehappenedandI'msorryitdid.Callmewhatever

name,I'mprettysurei'vealreadycalledmyself.

Shecuppedmyfaceandmademelookintohereyes

Her:Melowhat'sgoingon?

Me:Iammessingwithagoodwoman.Agreatwomanandshedoesn'tdeservethis

Her:MeloyouandIneverbrokeup.YouandIwereinlovewhenIleftandwecanpickupright

whereweleftoff

Me:youdon'tgetit.IloveYandiswa.She'smylife

Her:yousaidyoustillhadfeelingsforme

Me:Ido...Idid..just

SheshutmeupwithakissIbrokeit.ItwastoogoodbutIbrokeit.Thiswasjustwrong.Inso

manywayseven.

Me:MirayouagreatgirlandIdon'tdeserveyoubutwhatyouandIhadisinthepastandwhat

YayaandIhaveisthefuture.I'vehurtherenoughalreadyandIdon'twanttoanymore.

Her:sowhatnow?

Me:i'llsleepdownstairsandyoucansleephere.I'llcallyouanubertomorrowmorning

Her:doesn'titmatterwhatIwant?Don'tyoucaretoknowabouthowIfeel?

Me:evenifyoutellmeitwon'tchangethewayIfeelaboutYandiswa.

Her:Meloi'vespentallmylifelookingforyouineveryguyImetorabyguywhotriedtoget

closetomebutnoneofthemwereyou.Icouldn'tbringmyselftomoveonbecausetheyweren't

youandevenifItriedtodosomethingitfeltwrongbecauseIknewthattherewassomeone

backhomewholovesmeasmuchasIlovethemandthatitwouldn'tbefairinthemtodothis

tothem

Me:younevercamebackMiranda!Youstayedawayfromme.Why?

Her:Iwasscared.Scaredthatyoumayhavemovedonandseeminglyyouhave.Iwasscared



thathistorymightrepeatitselfandyoumightleaveme.

Me:Ihavemovedon

Her:butshe'snothere.She'smilesaway,youandIcanbetogetheragain.itcanbelikeoldtimes

Ishookmyhead.

Me:MirandaIcan't.Ihaveputherthroughenoughalready

Her:MeloIloveyou.

Ilookedather,Shewassobeautiful.Whywasitsodamnhardtoturnawayfromherlikei've

donewiththerest?Whywasshebeingdifficult?Whydidsheloveme?

Her:IloveyouDerrickandIneverstopped.Pleasegiveusachance,theonewemissed.The

onewedidn'thave.Please

Shewrappedherarmsaroundmyneckandpulledmedowntoherlips.Thiskisswasnotlike

Olona'sorYaya's,herswasdifferent.Wedeepenedthekissandshepulledmetowardsthebed.

Igotontopofherandrubbedhercookiejarwhilestillkissingher.Itwaswrong.Iwantedto

stopbutIcouldn't.Icouldn'tbringmyselftostop.Shewasmoaninginbetweenthekisswhich

wasaninvitationtogoin.Wehadagoodsession,whenshewassleepingIgotuptoshower.In

theshowerIcouldn'tstopthinkingabouteverythingshesaidandeverythingYayasaidwhenshe

called.Iwasamanhoe.Igotouroftheshowerandtookmyphoneandheadedouttothe

loungewithatowelwrappedaroundmywaist.IdialledYaya'snumberbutstoppedmyselfwhen

itstartedringing.WhatwasIdoing?IjustsleptwithanothergirlandnowI'moucheacalling

another.InasituationlikethisIwouldaskmydadforsometipsbutguyhasnevercheatedon

momsohewouldonlyjudgeorprobablyhitmewithasjambokorsomething.Iloggedinon

whatsappandcheckedYayaandshewasonlineandshehadjustuploadedastatus,itwasa

pictureofagirlcurledupandacaptionsaying"Idon'tknowanymore".InmymindI'mdebating

whethertorespondornot.SoIdecidedtotexther.

*/Me:hey

Her:hi

She'salwaysbeenaquickrespondernutnotthistimearound.

Me:howareyouMafaku?

Her:good.You?

Me:good.Howwasschool?

Her:normal.Howwaswork?

Me:normal



Her:youcalled...?

Me:it'snothingbabe.Forgetit

Her:cool

Ikeptquietthinkingwhattosaynext.Thisisnotournormalconversation.Wedon'tnormally

chatlikethis.She'smygirlfriendbutIdon'tknowwhattosaytoherrightnow.Isawhertyping

andmyheartstartedbeatingreallyfast.Whatwasshegoingtosay?Pleasedon'tdumpme.

Her:look.Idon'tknowwhatorwhohasyourattentionatthemomentbutit'sdefinitelynotme.

I'mnotsayingyoucheatingoranythinglikethat,onlyyouknowwhatyoudoingbutMelokuhle

please.Pleasedon'tstringmealongintothinkingthatyouandIcouldbemorethanwhatweare,

don'ttrickmeintothinkingwehaveafutureifyoudon'tseeoneanymore.Ifyoucan'tdothis

anymorethenpleasejustsaytheword.

Ireadhertextformorethan5timestryingtoprocessitandmakesenseoutofit.Itwaspretty

clearwhatshewassayingbutIjustcouldn'tstomachit.Iwasfucked!

Me:Mafakuwhereisthiscomingfrom?

Her:Iwouldn'tbeyourgirlfriendifIdidn'tnoticethelittlethings.It'slikeyoudon'tcareanymore.

It'slikeI'mjustthereforyoutooffloadyourproblemsorworkstressandthenthat'sit.Youdon't

callanymore,Ihavetobetheonecallingyoutocheckuponeverything.Idon'tknowMelokuhle.

Talktomeplease.Tellmewhat'swrong.Tellmeifyoudon'tfeelthesamewayanymore.Just

don'tstringmealongthat'sall

Me:Yandiswayoumyfuture.Icannotimagineafuturewithoutyou.I'msorryIhaven'tbeen

doingthethingsyouusedtomedoingandIpromiseyouthingswillbedifferent.Iwillbe

different.Babyplease.I'msorry

Her:everyfibreinmybodytellsmetobelieveyou.IttellsmethatI'moverreactingandthatthe

pictureIsawisnotwhatitlookslikebutthentheresthatlittlevoicewhichisnotasloudasthe

restandit'stellingmethatwhatIthinkofyoureallyiswhatitis.I'mtemptedtolistentoit.I

reallyambutthisloveIhaveforyouismakingmeafool,anidiot.Ijustdon'tknowwhichvoice

tolistento.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosayrightnow.

Her:Meloyouoncegavemespaceyouthinkeverythingthrough.I'mgivingyouthatsamespace

rightnow.FigureoutthingswhileIdothesame.

Me:eyYaya.

Her:goodnight.It'dnighttimethatsideright?

Me:yeahitis.



Her:sowhatareyoudoing?

Me:i'mjustsittingchattingtoyou.You?

Her:I'minmyroomhavingwinewiththegirls.

Me:nice...

Her:bythewayIgottherestrainingorderagainstAndrewandhe'sbeensuspendedfortherest

ofthesemester.

Me:that'sgoodbabe.Andhaveyouseenhim?

Her:nope.Ilastsawhimwhentheyhadhimescortedoutofclass

Me:nice...

Her:anyway.Byenowandthegirlssayshi

Me:byeandtellthemIsayhi.

Her:(y)

Me::*/*

Iloggedoutofwhatsappandwenttogetdressedandtookmythingsandwenttomy

apartment.OnthewayIkeptthinkingofthisconversationIhadwithYaya.Iseriouslyscrewed

thisup.Imeanhowdidwegethere?Iputherinapositiontostartquestioningourrelationship.

She'snothappyanymore.IparkedoutsidemyflatandtextedMiratellingherIleftandthatthe

roomwaspaidforandshecouldleavewhenshewantstoandalsosenthermoneyforanuber

thenswitchedmyphoneoffandheadedinsidemyplacewhereIstartedpackingafewclothes

thenIswitchedmyphoneontochargeitfillwhileIusedmyflatphonetocalltheairportto

preparetheBESSPJ.WhenmyphonewasdonechargingIdrovetotheairportandtextedthe

parentsthatIwasgoingtobegoneforaweekortwo.ItoldthepilotthatIwasheadedtoCali.

.

.
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S02E19

IloveMelokuhle.DespiteeverythingIcan'tbringmyselftowalkawayfromhim.Ican'tbring



myselftoleavehim.Iknowhe'scheatingonmenodoubtandIwanttoenditwithhim,Ireally

dobuteverytimeItrytoleavehim,everytimeI'mabouttotexthimthatheandIshouldjustend

thingsonceandforall,Ifindmyselftypinganddeletingthatmessage.Youwanttoknowwhy?

BecausewhenyoulovesomeonethewayIhavecometoloveMelokuhle,nothingtheydois

enoughtomakeyouleaveuntilyouarereadytowalkaway.Untilyouarereadytoleavethem.

Walkingawayisthehardestthingonecandoandyoucanonlydoitsuccessfullywhenandif

youreadyto.

Ash:everythingok?

Me:yep

Ser:needanotherglass?

Ishookmyheadandgotuptositbythewindow.WhatdidInotdohuh?Whydoeshedothisto

me?Firsttimehedidn'tcheat,hebrokemyheartandnowhe'scheatingonmeanditallhurts

thesameway.AndLathithaismakingthingssodifficultbecauseifshedidn'tspyonmy

boyfriendthenthingswouldn'tbethismessedup.I'mapersonwhobelievesinthesaying"what

youdon'tknowwon'thurtyou"andit'sgotmethisfarandIhaven'tbeenstressingthewayIam

now.Ifeltahandtouchmycheek.IlookedupandAshwaswipingawayatearthatmanagedto

escapemyeyes.

Her:talktous.

Me:wheredoIstart?

Ser:thebeginningmami.

Isighed.

Me:Meloischeatingonme

Ash:i'msorrywhat?

Ser:howdoyouknowthat?

Me:Igotapictureafewdaysagoofhimandthischickheusedtoscrew.Theyweresittingina

restauranteating

Ser:whosentyouthepicture?

Me:agirlwhomheoncesleptwithoutofangerforsomethingIsaidordoneorsomething

alongthoselines.Buttoblowofsomesteamhesleptwithherandthentoldhertoleave.She

wasn'thappywithhimandsotoruintherelationshiphewasinatthetimeandalsobecause

shewashurtandmadathim,shetookanudepicandsentittothegirlfriendwhichthenledto

thetwoofthembreakingup

Ash:waitwhatwasgoingonbetweenyouandMelotobeginwith?



Me:soMeloandIweren'tclose,weweren'tevenfriends.Ididn'tlikehim,oratleastIthoughtI

didn't.HestarteddatingthisgirlnamedKate,thingsbetweenthemweregoodIguessandthen

MelostartedcatchingfeelingsformeorhedidthatevenbeforedatingKate,Istilldon'tknow

butallIknowisthatwespokeandthingsgotoutofhandatthispartyIwastakingpicturesin

whichgothimallworkedupandledtohimsleepingwithLathitha.

Ser:damnthat'smessedupshiit.Sowhat?Heusessextorelievestressandtension?

Inodded

Ser:that'snotrightthou.Thatonitsownisaproblem.Itsoundslikeanaddiction

Me:evenifitisSwhatcanIdo?

Ash:Idon'tbuythat.It'snotanaddiction,theguyjustloveshavingsexandthat'sall.Imean

angershouldn'tmakeyoudothingsthatwillmakeyouhurtthenextperson.Weallgetangry

Ser:andweallhavedifferentwaystodealwithitAsh.Melojustchosessex.Heneedsanew

strategy,anewwaytodealwiththingsandmaybeYayaistheonetohelphimchangethings

anddothemdifferently.Lookyoulovetheguydespiteeverything,thewayhehandleshisanger

orhurtorwhatevershouldn'tchangehowyoufeelabouthimandIknowitdoesn't.Bethe

changeheneedsYaya,thekindhedidn'tknowheneededinthefirstplace.

Ash:Ithinkyoudrunk

Wealllaughedinthetears.EverythingSerenasaidwaseyeopening.Theymademerealisejust

howmuchIlovehimanddon'twanttolosehimevenwitheverything.

Ash:okIhaveoneproblem

Me:weallears

Ash:whyisitthatwhenaguycheatsit'sok,wesupposedtounderstandthathehasneedsand

allthatotherbullandthentheresalsothatcrapaboutnotbeingabletohandlearelationship

meaningyounotcutoutformarriageasifwomenaretheonlyonesthataresupposedto

conservethemselvesformarriage.Whenwillweapplaudthosewomanthatgainthestrength

andcouragetowalkawayfrombeingtreatedliketrashbythesetrashyguys.

Me:youhaveapointthereAsh.Allourliveswe'vebeentaughttostayevenwhenthegoinggets

tough.Whydon'ttheyteachmenthesameprinciplestheyteachuswomen

Ser:ifonlyyouguyslistenedtotheshiitya'llpreachingrightnow

Ash:itsnoteasytowalkaway.Relationshiparelikepeopleandsubstances,it'snoteasytoquit.

Thinkaboutitguys

Me:truethat.Whydowecomplicateourownlives?Imeanweletguyshurtuswhenreallywe

don'thavetoallowthemto.



Wecontinueddrinking.Wewerehavingdrywine,Serena'streatofcausebecauseAshandI

prefersweetwineoverdryanyday.Eventheciderswedrinkoughttobesweetstuff.Idon't

knowwhySerprefersthebittertypeofalcohol...ormaybeit'sbecauseofherchosencourse.It

wasalreadypast8pmnow,wedecidedtogetupandgohittheclub's.Weneededtohavefun

andforgeteverythingI'mgoingthroughwithMelo.I'mliterallytheonlyoneinarelationshiphere

andtheothertwoaresingle.We'llSerrecentlygotoutofonewhenshemovedthisside

becauseherboyfrienddidn'twanthertostudythisside.Soyeah.AndasforAsh,she'syour

cutevirginMary,kindofremindsmeofAnitabackathome.SpeakingofNita,shewas3months

pregnantandshehasn'ttoldBonkeaboutit.She'sseenhimbutshewasn'tshowingjustyetso

shewassafefornow.Herandhermotherwereuhhmm...notreallyok,itwashardforhermom

toacceptthis.Wewerenowinthisclubuptown,it'sactuallythosekindofclubswherepeople

danceontablesandstuff.Itwassocoolbeingthere,itwasmyfirsttimebeinginaclubever

sinceIcamehere.We'vebeenattendingFratparties.Wegotatableandorderedsomebooze,

Ashwasalreadylitfromthewine,talkaboutareallightweight.Igotuptogodance,Iam

BeyoncéwhenI'mdrunk.Ifeltthisguydancebehindme.Westarteddancingwitheachother

andbynowpeoplewerewatchingusdoallkindsofcoolthingsinthedancefloor.IfeltlikeI

wasona'stepup'scene.WhenthesongendedIwalkedbacktoourtableandthegutsatright

nexttome.

Him:wheredidyoulearntodothat?

Ichuckled.

Me:itcomesnaturally.

Him:mynameisThomas

Me:Ineveraskedforit

Him:Iknowbutit'stherightthingtodowhenyoumeetsomeoneanddancewiththemtheway

wedidjustnow

Ser:i'mSerenabythewayandthisisAsh

ShesaidwithherhandpulledouttoThomas.Heshookherhandwithasmile.

Me:Yandiswa.CallmeYaya

Him:ohshitpleasetellmeungumxhosa!

Ilookedatthiswhiteguy.Hewascutenodoubtandthewaybesaid'ungumxhosa'withaXhosa

accentmademecurioustoknowhim.Ihaven'tmetanyonefrombackhomeuponmyarrivalso

shootme.

Me:Iam

Him:from?I'mfromEastLondonbytheway



Me:i'mfromMthatha.Wow.Butyouwhite

Him:notwhite,coloured.DadisXhosaandmomiswhite.Youbeautiful

Me:youdrunk

Him:Icanstillseeclearlythough.Sowhat'syourstory?

Me:stickaroundandyou'llfindout.

Hechuckled

Him:you'reaflirtaren'tyou?!

Hesaidwithasmug.

Me:what?No!

Him:listenIwouldlovetostayandchatmorebutmyfriendsareprobablywonderingwhereI

vanishedto

Me:nicemeetingyouTom

Him:canIhaveyournumberorisittoosoon?

Me:notsoon,justcliché

Him:oh...sowhatdoIdo?

Me:somethinglesscliché.

Him:ok.Letsdoitlikethis,there'sadanceclubdowntown.Iknowthatpartoftownmightbe

shadyforyoubutit'sagreatplacetobein.Wemeetthere,wheneveritis

Me:address?

Him:gimmeapenandpaper

Ichuckled

Him:ohright...youoneofthose,gimmeyourphone

Me:youcan'tgimmeyournumber

Him:no,Iwanttowriteyoutheaddress.Geeez

Hesaidrollinghiseyesdramaticallymakingmelaugh.Ihavehimmyphoneandhetypedthis

addressinmemoandthenhandedmemyphoneback.

Ash:andthat?



Me:aguyIwasdancingwithonthedancefloor

Ser:cute.Heisfuckingyummy

Me:uhhmokmami

Ser:don'tlie.

Me:about?

Ser:webothknowyounoticedhowyummyhewas.

Me:Ihaveaboyfriend

Ash:nobodyasked

Me:okfineheisdreamy.

IthoughtIhadseenitallwithMelobutgoodGodThomaswasadream.Hehadexoticeyes

whichmakesyouwonderwhatkindofwhitepersonhismotheris.Thomaslookedsomething

likeIanSomerhalder(DamonSalvatorfromVampireDiaries)butwithgreenisheyes.Hiseyes

weredreamy,yougetlostinthem.Ididn'tevengethissurnamesothatIcouldstalkhim:/.Well

thatsucks.Aroundofdrinkscametoourtable.

Ash:nowedidn'torderthese

Waitress:theyfromagentlemanwhosaidhisnameisThomas

Shesaidwithasmile.

Ser:tellhimwesaidthankyouverymuch.

Sheplacedthemonourtableandthensheleft.

Ser:helikesyou

Me:andyougatheredthatbythealcoholheboughtus?

Itwascocktailswehadbeendrinking.

Ash:trustSerena.

Ser:no.It'sthewayhewaslookingatyouidiot.Hecouldn'tkeephiseyesoffyou

Ash:probablybecauseoftheshortsshe'swearing

Ser:Arghyoutwoknownothing

Shesaidrollinghereyes.Myfriendsaresomethingelse.Inacutelovingway.Theclubname

wasMars.Ionlynoticedthatwhenwewerewaitingforouruber.Westoodtherepatiently.While



wewerestandingtherethesechickscameandstoodnexttouschatting.

Chick1:goshdidyouseehimmove?

Chick2:hecangetit.AndnoI'mnotsayingthatbecauseheownsthisclub

Chick3:waitthisishisclub?

Chick1:ThomasStevensisakingfam!Didyouseethegirlhewasdancingwith?

Chick3:theylookedperfecttogether.Theymakemagic!

WekeptquietandlistenedtothemgoonandonaboutthisThomasStevensguy.Surelythey

weren'ttalkingabouttheThomasImetright?Thatguyistooyoungtoownaclublikethisone.

Ser:i'msorrybutwhoareyouguystalkingabout?

Chick1:thedudethat...wait,youthegirlhewasdancingwith.wheredidyoulearntodothat?

Ouruberstoppedrightinfrontofus.ThankGod!

Me:nicemeetingyouguysbutwehavetogonow.Byeladies

Isaidpullingmysquadinsidethecar,Ashroomthefrontseatandwewavedgoodbyetothe

girls.

Ser:thatguyownsthatclub?

Ash:letsGooglehim.Whatwashissurnameagain?

Ser:Stevens

Ashpunchedinherphoneandthenstartedreading.

Ash:30yearoldbusinessmogulthrowsthebestpartyCalihaseverseen!ThomasStevens,

clubownerofMarsandafewmoreclubsthrowshimselfathirtiethbirthdaycelebrationwith

appearancesfromKimK,KanyeWest,Rihannaandmanymorefamousfaces.....

Me:letmesee!

Ser:ifyoudon'twanthim,i'llhavehim!

AshgavemethephoneandIcontinuedreading.Thisguyreallywastheshiithuh?Idecidedto

giveAshherphonebackandstartedstalkinghimonIG.Therewerepicturesofhimwith

Rihanna,QueenB(Beyoncé),IanSomerhalderandmanyothercelebrities.Thisguyrolledwith

thebigdogsyoh!Explainswhyhedidn'ttellmehissurnamebecauseheprobablyknewthatthis

wasexactlywhatIwasgoingtodo.Yeswegetyournameandsurnameandgostalkguysso

weknowwhatwegetourselvesinto.

ThenextdayIwokeupwithasplittingonesidedheadache.Luckilywehaveamedstudent



who'sfirstmissioninmedicinewastocomeupwithahangovercurepillanditwasasuccess.

Serenawantstobeagynaebutshelovestoexperimentwithotherpartsofmedicine.She

studiespharmacyparttimetoo,shesaysshedoesn'twanttodominateinonepartonly.Sowe

tookthepillswhichknockedusoutthatweendedupwakinguparound1pm.Wealllookedat

eachotheralllazytogetupandmakebreakfastsoAshdecidedtoorderin.

Ser:lastnightwaslit!

Ash:i'mneverdrinkinglikethatagain!

Shesaidheadingtothebathroom

Ser:sowhenarewegoingtotheclubMrMarswroteonyourphone?

Me:he'sold

Her:Ididn'tsaydatetheguy.Ijustaskedwhenwegoingdancingbabe.Geeez!

Me:fine.Wecangotonight.Happy?

Her:letshearwhatAshsays

Ashwalkedinwithherfacedrippingwater.

Me:Wegoingdancingtonight

Sheshookherhead

Ser:noalcoholIpromise!

Ash:really?

Inoddedandjustthentherewasaknockonthedoor,Ashwenttogetitanditwasourfood.We

literallyalllitupwhenwesawtheplasticbag.Igotuptogobrushmyteach,Serwentinafter

methemwesatonthefloorandstarteddiggingin.Thefoodwassogood.Whydidittastethis

good?Fuck!Wewenttowashonebyoneafterwehadfinishedeatingandthenwe

accompaniedSertogofetchsomethingtoweartonightandthenwentbacktoourroom.Today

Iworesweatpants,croptopandheels.SerenaworeadressandAshworeshortsandacrop

topwithalonglengthdenimJacket.Werequestedanuberandtoldthedriverwheretotakeus

andhedroveusstraighttotheclub.Ithadthatwholedodgylookontheoutside.

Ash:yohsurethisistherightplace?

Driver:yesthisistherightplace.Trustmeit'snotwhatitlooksIikeinside

Me:you'llhavetowaitforustogoinandcheckitoutfirst

Hechuckled

Him:okladies



SerandIwalkedoutandwenttothedoorandbangedonit,somebuffguyopeneditandletus

in.Theclublookedlitasfuck.Discolightsandall.Peopleweredancingandsomedrinkingand

everyonejusthavingfun.ItextedAshandshecamein.

Ash:nice

Thereweren'tanyplacestositfromwherewewerestandingthatwasinsight.Ilookedupand

thisplacewashuge.Therewerestairsontheleftwhichledtoanotherfloor.Damnthisperson

mustmakealotofmoneytoownsuchaplace.Aguyhalfnakedwalkeduptouswithshots.

Him:helloladies.WelcometoD-Lux.

Welookedateachother

Ash:wenotdrinkingtonight.Thankyou

Him:generalorupstairs?

Me:whereisitmostfun?

Him:theactionhappenssownhere.Peoplethatsitupthereareheretosiranddrinkandwatch

everyonedancedownhere

Ser:generalitisthen.Thankyou

Him:pleasure

Hewalkedawayandleftuswalkingdowntothedancefloor.Peopleweregatheredinacircle

watchingpeopledancing.Thisclubhadthathiphopfeelgoingon,I'mtalkinggraffitionthe

wallsandstuff.Wemadeourwaythroughthecrowdandfoundourselvesinthesecondrowof

thecirclewherewecouldliterallyseewhatwashappeninginsidethecircle.Thomaswas

dancing,hewassomesortofaChrisBrown.Myjawwasinthefloor,henoticedmeandwinked

atmethencontinueddoinghisthinguntilthesongwasover.Whenhewasdonepeoplemade

theirwayinthecircleandstarteddancingwhilehemadehiswaytomewithasmile.Fuckthis

guywasmakingmefeelthingsapersonwithaboyfriendshouldn'tbefeeling!Ilookedaround

andthesebitcheshaddisappearedonme.Hetookmyhandintohisandthenledusthroughthe

crowd.Welandedatthebar.

Him:youcame

Me:youownMars

Hechuckledlightlyandorderedhimselfredbull.

Him:canIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Me:monsterwilldo

Him:monsterforthelady



Me:you30.How?

Him:stickaroundandyou'llfindout

Me:tuché.

Him:sowhatmadeyoudecidetocome?

Me:curiosity.

Him:nice...nowthatnumber

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmeyouownMars?

Him:wedon'tknoweachotherlikethatbeautiful.

AndhesaysI'mtheflirt.HehadthelatestiPhone...ofcause.whyamInotsurprised?Hegaveit

tometoentermynumberandsoIdidthenhepulledmeuptodance.

.

.
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S02E20-Melo

ItwasMonday.Ihadjustlanded,thisplacewasabreathoffreshairasusual.Beenherebefore

andifstilllooksasgoodasbefore.Ihailedacabtodropmeoffatahotel.WhenIgottothe

hotel,Ichargedmyphoneandwenttoshowersolong.WhenIwasdoneshoweringandpretty

mucheveryhygieneprocess,Iswitchedmyphoneonandmessagesstartedfloodingit,Ihada

dozennotifications.Manymissedcallsfrommyparents,MirandaandOlona,textsfrom

everyonewhohasmeonwhatsapp.28hoursofflyingisnochild'splayya'll.Icalledmom,she's

moreunderstandingthanmyfatheris.

//Me:heymom

Her:hellobaby.Howareyou?

Me:i'mgoodmomandhowareyou?How'smytwin?

Her:I'mok.Sheisstillthesame.I'mscaredforherMelo.I'mworriedaboutherandwhatshe

mightdotoherself



Me:shewouldneverhurtherself.I'llcallherthou

Her:pleasedohoney.SoCali?

Me:Ihavetofixmyrelationship

Her:wannatalkabout?

Me:everythingisamessMah.

Her:talktomebaby

Me:I'mcheatingonYaya

Shesighed.

Her:andsheknows?

Me:shehashersuspicions

Her:whydidyoucheatonher?

Ishrugged.WhydidI?

Me:Idon'tknowMah.Iguessit'stheonlywayIknowhowtohandlewitheverythingthat'sbeen

goinginlately

Her:Nahthat'snottruebaby.Thinkofsomethingelse.That'sjustanexcuseMelokuhle.Ifyou

tiredofbeinginarelationshipthengetoutofitandstophurtingsomebodyelse'schild.

Me:momIloveYandiswa.Ijustdon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme

Her:youdon'tcheatonsomeoneyoulovebaby.Imaginesomeonedoingwhatyoudoingto

YayatoAsemahle.Howwouldyoufeel?

Wellthat'sfoodforthought.

Me:Iwouldprobablykillhim

Her:soyaya'sdadshouldkillyou?Youdon'tdeserveherbabyandwiththewayyougoingon,

yougoingtoloseher...that'sifyouhaven'talready.Youluckybecauseifyouweredatingme,I

wouldhavedumpedyoualready

Me:thankGodI'mnotdatingyou

Her:butontherealMelo.Growup.Thesechildishactswon'tgetyouanywhere.Ifyouwant

whatyourfatherandIhave,you'llhavetoputinthework.

Me:yesmomIhearyou



Her:andnexttimebeforeyoutakeoffsomegirlsunderwear,thinkaboutsomeonecheatingon

yourdaughterorsister

Me:yesMom.Thankyou

Her:anytime.Ihopethingsworkoutbetweenyoutwo.Iwouldhateforyoutoloseher

Me:Ihopesotoo.

Her:okbyebaby.Iloveyou

Me:byemom.Iloveyoumore//

Iansweredafewtextsandthenorderedbreakfast.IwashungryasaMF*.Iatemyfoodand

thengotinbedandslept.IwasgoingtoseeYayawhenI'mlesstired.Iwokeuparound1pm

andwenttowashmyfacethenchangedintojoggers.,sneakersandat-shirt.Icalledacarhiring

serviceandwaitedforthemtodeliveritthenfilledinthepaperworkandtookmystuffwhile

callingYaya.Atfirstshedidn'tanswerthensheanswerafterawhile.

//Her:hey

Me:heybabeHowareyou?

Her:I'mgoodthankyouandhowareyou?

Me:alsogoodtoo.Whereareyouandwhatareyouupto?

Her:IjustgotoutofclassandnowI'mmeetingSerenaatthecafeteria.Why?

Me:whenisyourlastclass?

Her:theoneIjustgotoutof...

Me:okcool.

Her:okthen.Bye

Me:bye//

Idroveofftoaflowerstoreandboughtredrosesandchocolatesandgoodiesthendrovetoher

university.WhenIwasparkedoutsideIcalledhertocomeoutsidetheyardtoaBlackFerrari.

Shewasscepticalatfirstbutshefinallycameandshewaslookingbeautifulasusual,so

beautifulIalmostdidn'trecogniseher.Shehadhernaturalhairdyedcopperredtiedupinabun,

wearingablackshortjumpsuitwitharedcourtheelandawhiteblazer.Wow!Shewalkedover

tomewithasmile,Iwasholdingherthingsstandingbythecardoor.

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:canIgetahugfirst?



IputthethingsinthefrontsitandthensheattackedmewithahugandIspunheraround.Felt

goodtosmellherperfumeagain,tohaveherinmyarmsagain.ShewastinierthanIremember,

lighterthanbefore.Iputherdown.

Her:Ican'tbelieveyouhere

Me:betterbelieveit.Youlostweight

Shelookeddown.Iraisedherheadupwithmyindexfingermakingherlookatme.

Me:Iknowit'smyfaultandIpromisetomakethingsright.

Shesmiled

Her:youherenowandthat'sallthatmatters.Whendidyougethere?

Ipulledherclosertomewhileleaningonthecarandsheputherarmsaroundmyneck.

Me:thismorning.CanIgetakiss?

Shetiptoedandwesharedakiss.Ihadforgottenhowsoftherlipswere.Thiswashome.This

wasjustwhathadbeenmissinginlife.Shebrokeit.

Me:Imissedyou

Her:Imissedyoutoo.Sowheredoyoulive?

Me:somehoteluptown.Sowheredoyouwanttoeat?

Her:i'vealreadyeatensowecanjustgograbdrinksinstead

Me:wannastartatyourroomtoouttheseor?

Her:Nahlet'sjustgo

Iopenedthedoorforherandtookherthingsandputtheminthebackandthenshegotin,I

closedthedoorbehindherandwenttogetinmysideanddroveoff.Shekeptstealingglances

atme.

Me:what?

Her:youjustsohot!

Ichuckled.

Me:yousoundturnedon

Her:maybeIam

Shegiggled.Idrovetothehotelandthenwewentupintheelevatortogetherandwenttomy



room.Theminutethedoorclosed,shepinnedmeonthedoorandstartedkissingmewhile

strippingmyclothesoff.Ihelpedhertakeherclothesoffandthenpickedherupandledherto

thebed.ShewasnowleftinherunderwearandIinmybriefs.

Me:stilloncontraceptives?

Iaskedherbetweenthekissandshenodded.Ikissedherwhiletakingherbraoffthenwent

downtoherstomachallthewaydowntoherunderwear.YayaistheonlyoneIgodownon.

OlonaandMirandahaven'thadthatprivilege.Itookherunderwearoffandkissedherbetween

herthighsmakingmywayuptothecake.ItwasjusthowIleftit.Shewaswetalready.Yep

that'stheeffectIhaveonmymunchkin.Shewasmoaningalready.Istartedlickingherclit

makinghercryoutinpleasure.IateherupuntilshecameandthenIlickedherjuicesthenwent

uptokissher.Iwasabouttogoinwhenshetoldmetoputonacondom.

Me:really?

Her:yes.Idon'tknowwhoyou'vebeenfuckingandwhatinfectionsordiseasestheyhave.

Ouch!

IgotupandsearchedforcondomsinmywalletandIhadtwo...Islippedoneonandthenwent

backtoherandwehadsex.WhenweweredoneIwenttodisposeofitandjoinedherinbed.

Sheputherheadonmychestandwrappedmyarmaroundhershoulders.

Her:itsbeentoodamnlong

Me:mh

Her:ifyouthinki'llapologiseforwhatIsaid,shameonyou.

Me:babe

Her:letmefinish.Iknowyou'vebeensleepingwithsomeoneinmyabsence.Igetit,youhave

needsbutsodoI.ThedifferencebetweenyouandIisthatIcankeepmypantsclosed,I'mused

tobeinghornyandforgettingaboutitbutyouareclearlynot.Partofthatisprobablymyfault

becauseIkindofmadeyougetusedtogettingitwheneveryouwanteditandwiththatmindset

I'mwillingtomovepastit.I'mwillingtojustletitslidebugonlyifwhenyoubackinSAyouwon't

doitagain.ThisisyourlastchanceMelokuhleandI'mdeadserious.Idon'twanttohearany

apologyorpromiseorwhateverandalsodon'twanttoknowhowmanytheywere.I'mbetteroff

notknowinganyway.

Ikissedthetopofherhead.She'stooamazingforme.Ireallydon'tdeserveher.She'stoogood.

Me:thankyou

Shelookedupatmeandkissedme

Her:lastchance!



Me:YayaIalwaysusedacondom.Iknowyoudon'twanttobelievemebutIswearonmylifeI

didn'thavesexwithoutacondom

Her:youcan'tblameme

Me:doesthismeanweneverhavingsexwithoutacondom?

Her:Never!

Wow!Rawsexisthebestthingeverthou.Imeannothingcomparesorcomesclosetoit.What

doesshemeannever?Ikepttryingtoprocesswhatshejustsaid.HerphonerangwhileIwas

stillthinking.Shegotoutofmyarmsandwenttolookforitandansweredit.Iwatchedherlook

foritnaked.Fuckshewassexy!Justlookingatherwasenoughtomakemydickgohardagain.

//Her:Thomashey

....

Her:I'mnotoncampusatthemoment

...

Her:I'mwithmyboyfriendatsomehotel

....

Her:tomorrowinstead?I'llcallyouafterclass

....

Her:Ipromise

...

Her:pinkiepromise!

....

Her:byeMars!//

Sheturnedaroundwithasmile.Ok?AmImissingsomething?Mybonerhadliterallygonedown.

Ifeeldisrespected.WhoisthisThomas?Shejoinedmeunderthecoversandputherheadon

mychest.

Me:NgubaniuThomas?(whoisthomas?)

Her:afriendofmine

Shesaidsittingup



Me:whatkindoffriendmakesyousmilelikethat?

Her:sincewhendowedothis?Youquestioningme

Me:areyousleepingwiththisguy?

Shechuckledindisbelief.Shegotoutofthecoversandwenttotheshower.Igotupand

followedherinsidetheshower.

Me:IaskedyouaquestionYandiswa

Iyankedherarmturninghertofaceme.

Her:jealous?

Ishookmyheadlookingather.IfIwasanabuserornotafraidtohitawomanIprobablywould

haveslappedher.Shewaspissingmeoff

Her:unlikeyouIdon'tgoaroundscrewinganythingthathassomethingdanglingbetweentheir

legs.Sotoansweryou.NoI'mnotsleepingwithhim.

IwantedtobelievehernutatthesametimeIdidn'twanttobecauseasmuchasshewastight,

girlshavetricksandtradesofkeepingtheirthingytight.Thesmugonherfacewasreally

annoyingandmadeitsohardtobelieveher.Shewashedupandgotouttodryherbodyand

wrapatowelaroundherbody.Itookoneofmyownandwrappeditaroundmywaistand

followedher.

Me:i'msorry

Her:youdon'tevenknowthemeaningofthatword.Don'teveruseitonmeagainMelokuhle.

Shelotionedherbodyandthenstartedgettingdressed.

Her:pleasetakemebacktocampus

Me:Mafakucomeon

Her:no.YoucomeonMelokuhle.Justdrivemebacktocampus

IgotdressedintheclothesIwaswearingthentookmywalletandkeysandwalkedoutbehind

her.

Her:i'veneverknownyoutobeinsecure

ShesaidasIstartedthecar

Me:IknowIscrewedupandIknowyoudon'twanttohearitbutI'mreallysorry.Ifuckedup.I

fuckedusup.IknowandIhatemyselfforit,Ireallydoa...

Her:andifyoucouldundoitallthenyouwouldright?I'mtryingtotrustyoubuttrustislikea



mirror,youcanfixitifit'sbrokenbutthecrackswillalwaysbethere.Pleasedrive

Wedroveinsilenceallthewaytohercampus.WegotthereandIparkednearthegate,shewas

abouttoopenwhenIlockedthedoors.Sheturnedtolookatme

Me:canweeverbethewayweoncewere?

Her:Idon'tknow.Canyoukeepitinyourpantsfortherestoftheyear?

Me:Ican

Her:thenwecanbethewayweoncewere.

Shekissedmycheek

Her:pleaseopenthedoor

Me:howarewe?

Her:wefine.Wegood

IunlockedthedoorsandshewalkedoutwiththethingsIhadboughtherearlier.Igottothe

hotelandintheelevatorImetthesetwoguys.

Guy1:areyoufromaroundhere?

Me:Nah.Justheretoseemygirlfriend.You?

Guy1:i'mgivingatalkattheuniversitythisWednesday

Me:howoldareyou?

Theybothchuckled

Guy2:22.He'sapr...heworksforNeelCorpsohe'sherestandinginforhisfather

Guy1:alsobecausethere'sthisgirlIlikeattheuniversity.ThenameisMichaelNeelandthisis

ScottWarren

Me:DerrickBess

Scott:IinternatBESS.AreyouinanywayrelatedtoDamonBess?

Me:he'smyfather.Waityou'reaNeel.You'reaPrince?

Hisfatherandminedobusinesstogether.We'llIsawsomefilesinmydad'sofficetheotherday.

Scottlaughed

Scott:toldyouyoursurnamewouldgiveyouaway.

Micah:laterwegoingoutfordrinks.Wanttojoinus?



Me:yeahsureI'mgame.

Welivedinthesamefloor.Wecontinuedtalkingandweendeduptalkingaboutrelationships.

Scott:i'mnotonetogiverelationshipadvicebutyoufuckedupdude

WewereinMicah'sroomsharingabottleofHennessy.

Micah:fixitman.Ifyoureallylovethisgirl,fixit.

Me:i'mtrying

Micah:thingswillworkoutintheend.

Scott:sowhoisthisgirl?

Me:YandiswaGxabaanartstudentslashphotographer.Bestthereis

Scott:dude!

Us:what?

Scott:wehavingapaintingattheofficebyyourgirl

Me:she'smakinganameforherself

Micah:youmustbeproud

Me:youhavenoideaguys!Therewasanartexhibitionaboutamonthagoandshesoldallher

paintingsandpictures.Thereviewswereallpositive,someofherbuyerswerefromotherstates.

Scott:youreallyareproud.Youseemlikeyoulovethisgirl

Me:morethananything

Micah:justnotasmuchasyoulovesex

Theyallcrackedupinlaughter

Me:Idon'tknowguys.Shiithappens

Scott:yeahitdoes.

WecontinuedchattinganditwasdecidedthatwegotothisclubnamedMars.Apparentlyit's

theshiit.Itwasjustafter8,Imustsaytheseniggaswereprettycoolandwegottoknoweach

otheronamorepersonalleveltoo.WegottoMarsandtheclubwaslit.Wegotatableand

orderedaroundofdrinks.

.

.
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SoSaturdaynightwaslit,Ididn'tdrinkanyalcoholicbeverages,goestoshowthatyoucanhave

lotsorfunevenwithoutdrinking.SoThomascalledmeSundaymorningandtookmetoChurch

thentookmeoutforlunch.Howmanyguysdothat?Sowewentoutforlunchandhetoldme

bitsandpiecesabouthim.Hisrealparentsdiedinacarcrashwhenhewas3monthsoldand

sohisparentsfriendswhowerehisGodparentsadoptedhimandraisedhimastheirown.

Explainsthecomplexionandeyes.Youknowwhenyouspendtimewithsomeoneandyou

suddenlyforgeteverythingyougoingthrough?That'showThomasmademefeel,hemademe

forgetMeloandthedramahehasbroughtuponmylife.Thomasseemslikeagreatguy,a

breathoffreshair,somethingnew,somethinginteresting,hemakesyouwanttoknowmore

abouthimandthetimewespenttogether,itflewbytooquick.Oneminuteit's1pmandthenext

thingit's7pmandweonour6thor7thdrinkandourthirdmealaccompaniedbydesert.AllI'm

sayingisthatIenjoyedmytimewithhim.Alittletoomuchforsomeoneinarelationship.Oh

Thomasissinglebythewayandhislastgirlfriendcheatedonhimwithalessbusyguyandfell

pregnantwiththedudeskid.Isn'titfunnyhowsaditiswhenaguygetscheatedonbutit'sall

differentwhenagirlgetscheatedonbecauseit's"normal"forgirlstobecheatedon?Stupid

right?Mars;that'swhatIcallhimnow,hehasn'tdatedanyonesinceherandhehasn'tbeen

lookingforanyrelationship,atthemomenthe'sjustscrewingsomegirlfrommyschoolin

returnheprovidesforherwhateversheneeds,he'sbasicallyablesser.WhenIgothomethe

girlswereaskingmedozensofquestionsaboutourlunchslashdinner.

Melo'sarrivaltookmebysurprise.Iwashappyandalittleshook.Ijustwasn'texpectinghimto

showup.Especiallynow,witheverything,everythingbeingmeetingThomas.Icanneverbewith

Thomasthoubecauseofthelifeheleads,I'mnotcutouttobeablesseeshame.ImustsayI

missedthesex.FuckIneededthat!Ineededhim,theuseofacondomwasjusttopunishhim.I

enjoyrawsexwithMelobutIneedhimtoseetheseriousnessofhimcheating.YesIforgave

himandIbelievethattheyusedacondombutfornowIjustwanttopunishhimandImustsay

I'menjoyingthis.Aftertheamazingandalittleuncomfortablesexwehadmyphonerang,I

somewhatknewitwasThomasbecauseweweresupposedtogooutforlunchtodayafterhis

meetingbutBaehappened.

//Me:Thomashey

Him:heyYaya.Whereareyou?

Me:I'mnotoncampusatthemoment

Him:whenareyoucomingback?Imissyourass



Me:I'mwithmyboyfriendatsomehotel

Him:hetookyoutoahotel?Whatguydoesthat?We'llhavethisconversationinperson

Me:tomorrowinstead?I'llcallyouafterclass

Him:girlsnevercallbythewaybutwhatever

Me:Ipromise

Him:Iwantyoutopinkiepromise

Me:pinkiepromise!

Him:ok.Byenow.Gobacktoyourboyfriend!

Me:byeMars!//

ConversationswithThomaseitherleavemelaughingorsmiling,whichclearlydidn'tmakeMelo

happybuthehasnorighttobemadbecausethere'snothinggoingonthere.Heisjustafriend

andheknowsit.ButneverthelessIgotbacktomyroomandAshwassittingonherbedwriting

something,shestoppedwhensheheardmewalkin.

Her:Thomas?

Me:Melo

Her:noway!

Inodded

Her:nofuckingway!He'shere?

Me:yep

Her:romanticguy

Me:Isortofaskedhimforabreakandsuddenlyhe'stheromantictype

Her:givetheguysomecredit.Heflewalltheway

Me:yeahwell

Her:letssee

Shejumpedontopofmybedandgrabbedthethingsinmyhandandwentthroughthem.

Her:goodtaste.Comeletseatyourgoodies

Ichuckledandjoinedherinbedtellingheraboutmydaywithbae.



Her:wow!

Me:yep

Her:question.

Me:doIhaveachoice?

Her:yesbuti'llaskanyway.DoyoulikeThomas?

Me:no

Ididn'tevenhavetothinkaboutit.Ididn'tfeelathingforThomas.Yeswedancegreattogether

butIenjoydancingwithmyMeloevenmore.YesMeloisabetterdancerthanThomas.Thomas

I'dlikethoseMagicMikedancers/FlashmobandMeloisaChrisBrownonthedancefloor.A

cleandancer.Okmaybethatdoesn'tmakeanysenseseeingthatIcomparedThomastoChris

BrownbeforebutMelostilltakesthecup.Thomasisalittlebitofastreetdancer.

Her:sure?

Me:yep

Her:butthewayyouguysdancetogether

Me:youshouldseemedancewithMelo

Her:hecandance?

Inoddedwithasmilethinkingaboutthatnightattheclubwhenwefirstkissed,whenhewas

stilldatingKate,ohbutthethingswedidonthatdancefloor.Damn!Wecontinuedour

conversationuntilwedecidedongoingtogetsomethingtoeat.Weendedupsmokingweed

andnowwehadthemunchies.Wetookawalktothisotherplaceoutsideourcampuswhich

makesthebestbraaiwithfries.OnourwaybacktocampusIsawMars'carparkedbythegate

andachickgotoff.sohewasn'tlyingaboutseeingsomeonefrommyschool,thingishebarely

talksabouther,wespendalotoftimetogetherthatit'salittleshockingtoknowthatshereally

exists.

Ash:isn'tthatThomas?

Me:yeahitis

Her:sohewasn'tlyingaboutseeingthisgirl

Me:Iguessnot

Iwasn'tevenbummedoutbythisimage.Hedroveofftoourdirectionandstoppednexttous.

Him:ladies.Youlied!

Hesaidpointingatme



Ash:hiandbye.Seeyouoncampus

Me:Ididnotlie.WaitwhatdidIlieabout?

Him:notbeingoncampus

Me:Icamebackafewhoursago

Him:youwouldthinkwithbaeintownyoumightjustspendthenight

Me:it'sMonday.Ihavean8amtest

HechuckledandIjustshrugged

Him:whatdotheytestyouguyson?Coloursofpaint?Coloursofclay?

Ilaughed.Iwasn'treadyforthatoneey.Wealwaysmakefunofeachotherschosencareers,in

mycasechosencourse

Me:fuckyou!

Helaughedevenharder.

Him:areyoustoned?

Ishookmyhead.

Him:youstoned.Youreyesgaveyouaway.Getin

Me:why?

Him:causeyougotthemunchies

Me:AshandIalreadyboughtmunchies

Him:fine.Seeyoutomorrow?

Me:yep

Him:ok.Nowrunalonglittlemouse

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh

Me:littlemouse?That'snew

Him:yourfeetaretiny

Me:no!Youasize10!

Him:andyouhalfofit



Me:Arghwhatever.Bye!

Him:comebyMarsifyougetboredofstudying

Me:Imakenopromises

Him:finebyme.Byeforrealnow

Me:bye.

Iwalkedoff,whenIturnedhewasstillthere,notmoving.Itextedhimandbesaidhewantsto

seemegetinsidethecampusandthenhecandriveoff.Cheesy!IgottomyroomandAshwas

alreadyhalfway.Ijoinedherandstartedeatingmyfoodwhichwasheavenly.Istudiedalittle

andwhenIwasboredItextedMarstocomefetchmeandhewasmorethanwilling.

Me:MrMars

Him:LittleMouse

Me:canIgetaplanetnameandnotthislittlemousething

Isaidrollingmyeyes

Him:ok,Plutothen

Me:it'sbarelyaplanet

Him:justlikeyou.Youbarelyhuman

Ihithisshoulderandhestartedlaughing.LaughteriscontagiousbecauseIfoundmyself

laughingtoo.

Him:youhitlikeaman

Me:igrewupwithmalecousins.

Him:makessense.Youprobablyleftamarkonmyarm

Hesaidpouting

Me:you'llgetusedtoit

Him:what?

Me:what?Yousillyandyoualwayspickingonmesoyou'llgetusedtoit

Him:Ican'thelpit.Sowhichsongtonight?

Me:sisterbettina

Hecrackedupinlaughter



Him:youkiddingright?Mykindofpeopledon'tdancetosuch.Maybedowntowntheywouldbut

nothere

Me:okfine.Turnupthemusic

Him:nowwetalking.Remixor?

Me:remix...duh!

Irolledmyeyesandhelaughedatme

Him:don'tdothat.Youlookugly

Me:ouch!

Heparkedandwegotoffthenwentin.Iwaswearingalooseshort,likereallyshortsilkypurple

jumpsuitwithablackwedgeandmyhairinamessybun.Wewalkedupandhegavethedja

USBthenweheadedbackdown.

Him:adrinkfirst?

Me:Iwantashot

Him:youwritingtomorrowmorning

Me:andanenergydrinkwon'tmakemefallasleepeasily

Hefrownedandsquintedhiseyesatmeforaminute.

Him:fine.Oneshot

Me:3

Him:2orelseIdriveyoubacktocampus

Me:i'mnotyourblessee,youdon'tgettocontrolme

Him:fine.

Ihadmythreeshotsandthen"our"songcameon.Hepulledmetothedancefloorwherewe

danceduntilIfeltsomeoneyankmetothem.IlookedupanditwasMelo.Thefuckwashe

doinghere?

Him:youpartyonschoolnightsnow?

Me:canwenotdothis

Weweredancingandtalkingatthesametime.IsaidthatturningonlytofindThomasgone.

Him:sowhat?Areyouguysathingnow?



Me:what?No!Stopbeingjealousandinsecure.It'snotsexy

Him:youmygirlfriendYandiswa.Youcan'tbedancinglikethatwithsomeguyinaclub

Iturnedawaybuthepulledmetohim.

Me:letgoofmyarmbeforeIembarrassyou

Him:no.WalkawayandIwillembarrassyou

OkMeloiscrazyandheiscapable.Nedoesn'thavearephere,IdoandthelastthingIwantis

toruinit.Hepulledmeawayfromthedancefloortothemen'sroomwhereheshovedintoa

cubicleandlockedthedoorafter.

Him:thefuckwasthat?

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

Him:isthiswhatyou'vebeendoing?Dancinglikeaslut

Islappedhimsohardheheldhischeek

Me:move.

Him:no.

Me:Melokuhledon'ttestme.Isaidmove

Him:why?Soyoucangobacktohim?

Me:maybeIjustmightdothat.Nowmoveoutofmyway

Him:youmygirlfriendYandiswa

Me:whendidyourealisethathuh?BeforeorafteryoucamewhenyouandOlonawerehaving

sex

Him:ohcomeondon'tberidiculous.Thatisbesidethepointhere.

Me:whenIsaidI'mgivingyouspace,Imeantit.Figureyourselfout

Him:sothatyoucanbebusywiththatguyright?

Iwasgettingsickofthis.Meloisdrunk,it'suselessarguingwithhimlikethis.

Me:yes.Nowgetoutofmyway,he'swaitingforme

Him:overmydeadbody

IwasabouttorespondWhenbesmashedhislipsintomine.ItriedfightinghimbutnotmyMelo.

He'sstrongerthanmeanyway.



Me:Ihateyou

Isaidinbetweenthekiss

Him:andIloveyou

Hesaidthatreleasingmyhandsandmakinghiswaydowntomyass.Thatwasenoughtoturn

meonrealquick.HehelpedmeoutofmyjumpsuitandIhelpedhimlowerhisjeanswithhis

briefs.Hepickedmeupandpinnedmeonthewallandmademebounceonit.Ihadforgotten

howniceangrysexwithMelowas.Heputmedownandflippedmeovertohititdoggy.There

wasjusttoomuchpassion,oursexwaslit.Alwayswasandalwayswillbe.Whenweweredone

hetooktissuespapertowelsandwipedusboth.HepulledhisbriefsandjeansupwhileIpulled

mypantyandjumpsuitup.

Him:i'mtakingyoubacktocampus.Youwritingtomorrow

Meloissuchaspoilsport

Me:Ididn'tcomeherewithyou

Him:butyouwillleavewithme.I'mnotlettingyououtofmysight

Me:Meloyoucan'tcontrolme

Him:isthatwhatyoucallit?I'mlookingoutforyouhere

Me:yeahright

Weweresittingonthetoiletwiththeseatclosed,Iwasonhislap.Heliftedmychinuptolookat

him.

Him:i'mtakingyoubacktocampusandit'snotopenfordiscussion.

Hethenplantedakissonmylips.Igotupoffhimandhestooduptoothenheopened,we

washedourhandsandthenwalkedouthandinhand.Heledmetoatablewithtwohandsome

guys.Talkaboutformingfriendshipvialooks.Heintroducedmetotheguysandtoldthemhe

wouldbeback.Hegotusanuberwhichdroveustocampus.Heparkedatthegate.

Him:i'llseeyoutomorrowafteryourpaper

Inodded.Iwasn'tmadofanything.Iwastired,Ineedsleep.Multipleorgasmsaredraining.He

gotoutandcametoopenthedoorformeandhelpedmegetout.HekissedmeandI

respondedthenhebrokeit.

Him:goodluck

Me:thankyou

Him:IloveyouYaya



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Hewalkedtothegateandwatchedmewalkinmakingmywaytomydorm.FridayItextedhim

givinghimspace,Mondayhe'shereandactingallGideonCrossonme.Idon'tgetit.Idon'tget

himandIdon'tgetourrelationship.Iwassoconfused.Igottotheroom,setanalarmandgotin

underthecoversandsleptinstantly.Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,oneIleftwhenIwent

totheclubbytheway.Itwasn'tevenmyalarmtone.Ianswered

//Me:mmh?

Person:Mafakuvuka(Mafakuwakeup)

Ilookedatthescreenbecausemyearswereclearlydeceivingme.

Me:Melokuhleit's10to6

Him:exactly.Wakeupandgoshowersoyou'llhaveenoughtimetohavebreakfast

Ibangedmyheadonthepillow.WhydidItellhimaboutmytestagain?

Me:okfinei'mup

Him:liar

Me:i'mawakemos

Him:getupMafaku

Igotoutofthecovers.

Me:i'mup.

Him:ok.Byenow//

Ididn'tevenrespond.Iwasmadathimforwakingmeup20minutesbeforemyalarmwentoff.

Myalarmissetfor6ambutIsnoozeitfor10minutesbeforewakingup.Itookmythingsand

wenttoshowerthencamebackandfoundAshsittinguppressingherphone.

Me:morning

Her:morninghoney.Marscalled

Me:didhesayanything?

Him:justwantedtobesurethatyouhomeandthatyouwritewelltoday

Me:thanks.I'llcallhimback

Her:didn'therbringyouhomelastnight?



Ishookmyhead.

Me:bumpedintomyboyfriendlastnightandhesawmedancingwithThomas,hewasn'thappy

aboutit.Hetoldmestraightupthathewasbringingmebackhere

Her:shamemahnthat'scute

Me:wehadsex.Myvaginaisstillonfire

Her:ouch

Me:yep.

Ifinisheddressingup.

Me:whattimeisyourclass?

Her:10am.Sowhat'supwithyouandMelo?Areyouguysonabreakwithbenefits?Areya'll

backon?Likehelpmeunderstand

Me:IwillwhenIfinallyunderstand'us'myself

Shelaughedatme.Imadecerealm,ateandtookmythingsandwenttowrite.AftermypaperI

calledThomas.Heansweredonthethirdring.

//Him:hey

Me:ouch.Hey.Howareyou?

Him:good.You?

Me:alsogood.Ashtoldmeyoucalled

Him:yeahwellyoukindofleftwithoutasinglewordlastnight.

Me:i'msosorry.Myboyfriendgotcarriedaway,IleftmyphoneinmyroomandIjust.I'msorry

Him:itsokYandiswa

Me:Everythingok?

Him:yeah.Ijustdidn'tthinkyouofthetypethatignorespeopleallbecausetheirboyfriend

showedup

Me:i'mnot.Hewasn'thappywithusdancingtogetherlikethatandtobehonestIcarealot

aboutwhathethinksofmeandIwasn'tgoingtodisrespecthimlikethat

Him:Ithoughtwewerefriends

Me:Ithoughtsotoo



Him:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:youactinglikeabitch.Youknewhe'sintownsoyoucan'texpectmetocatertoyouinmy

boyfriendspresence.Ifyounothappywiththewaythingsarethe.Isuggestyoulosemynumber

Him:i'msorry

Me:letsneverhavethisconversationorwhateverthiswasagain.He'smyboyfriendandyouare

myfriend.There'safinelinebetweenyoutwoandtheroleyoueachplayinmylifeok?

Him:crystalclear.Ihavemeetingtogetto,bye

Me:bye//

Thehellisactinglikethatforhuh?Iwastaughttodealwithaproblemwhileit'sstillnew

becauseifyouletitescalatethenitwon'tbesoeasytohandleit.Thomaswasactinglikea

jealousboyfriend,hewastryingtoplayMelo'sroleandifwasnotcoolfam.

.

.
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S02E22-Melo

Yandiswa!Howcansomeoneyou'veknownforlessthan6monthshavesuchanimpactinyour

life?ImeanthisgirlwhohatedmefromtheveryfirsttimewemetandIwasannoyedbyherto

thecorewasmineandonlymine.Shecouldhavemovedonorfooledaroundinthismonththat

she'sbeenherebutshehasn't,she'sbeenloyaltomeandonlyme...almostlikeshe'sbeen

siredtome,it'scrazyright?ImeanthewayshelovesmemakesmerealisewhyIjustcan'tlet

hergothateasily.IknowIscrewedupandhavemademanymanymanymistakesbutfallingin

lovewithYandiswawasnomistake,itwasinevitable,itiswhatshouldhavebeenfromtheget

go.Iloveherwitheveryinchofmybody.IknowshesaidwewereonabreakbutI'mnot,Iknow

shesaidshewasgivingmespacebutIdon'twantspace,IwantherandaslongasIamhere,

sheandIwillspendasmuchtimetogetherandwe'llhaveasmuchsexaswecanbecause

despiteallmycheating,thesexI'vebeenhavingisnothingcomparedtotheoneIhavewith

Yaya.Withherit'snotjustsex,it'slovemixedwithawholemore.Withherit'snotaboutthinking

aboutwhatI'mdoingbutit'saboutconnectingwithhermentallyandphysically.It'snodoubt

thatshe'stoogoodformeandthatIdon'tdeserveherandit'strue,Idon'tdeserveherbutIdo

needher.Mylifeisincompletewithoutherinit.SeeingthatI'mherewithoutanythingtodo

whilemygirlisbusy,figuredIshouldcallhomeandhavethememailmeafewofmypapers,



thingsIwillneedifIwanttoexplorenewventuresthisside.Igotthemawhilelaterandtookit

uponmyselftokeepbusyuntilYayaisdonewithschool.Iwasbusywithabusinessproposal

forTomkinsCo.Agency.It'samarketingcompanyandtheyarethebestinthegame,I’vedone

myresearchandseeingthatweareinbusinesswithafewmarketingfirms,thisonewilldojust

finewithBESS.Icalleddadandheapproved.WhileIwasbusyIgotacallfromYaya.

//Me:Mafaku

Her:Melokuhleyoubusy?

Me:kindof...sortof...what'sup?

Her:whatareyoubusywith?

Me:justaproposalforsomecompany

Her:haveyouseenthetime?

Ilookedatmywatchanditwaspast4already.Ihadpromisedherlunchearlieronbutworkgot

thenestofme.I'vebeenatthissince8am.

Me:flip,I'msosorrybabe.I'monmyway

Her:I’llbewaiting

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo//

Isearchedformycarkeysandwalletinthemessmadebythepapersandresearch.Itookmy

phoneandheadedoutonlytobemetbyYayastandingoutsidemydoorwithtakeaways.I

couldn'thelpbutsmile.AndyoupeoplethinkI’dletthispersongowithoutafight?

Her:figuredyouhaven'teatenandI'mhungryso....

Me:heybeautiful

Isaidpullingherinforahug

Her:heythefood

Me:screwthefood.I'vemissedyou

Shepulledherselfawayfrommyarmsandthenwalkedin.Thisgirlandruiningamoment.I

walkedinafterher.Sheputthefoodonthetableandthenturnedtome.

Her:Tomkins?

Me:yep.CanIhavemy"hello"kiss?



Shewalkedoverandwrappedherarmsaroundmyneck.

Her:HelloMrBess

Shesaidplantingakissonmylips

Me:helloMissGxaba

Isaidgivingherarealkisswhichshegladlyrespondedtoo.Myhandswereonherassgently

massagingit.Shegiggledinbetweenandbrokeit

Her:ha.a

Me:what?

Her:let’seat.I'mhungry!

Me:fine!

Shehelpedmepackupmypapersandthensetuponthefloortoeat.

Me:sohowwasthetest?

Her:Arghitwasnothingmajor.Won'tevencounttowardsouryearmark

Me:yes,butitcouldcomethroughforyouifyouneedDP

Her:hahahawhowouldfailthiscoursebabe?Soanywaythere'ssomecareerwhatwhattalkat

schoolthisWednesday...

Me:ohyeahMichaeltoldmeaboutit

Her:Michael?

Me:yeahoneoftheguysIintroducedyoutolastnight

Her:oh.Whatdoeshedo?

Me:he'sworkingforhisfather'scompany

Her:talkaboutbefriendingpeoplelikeyourself

Me:jealous?

Her:Never.Thomaswillalsobegivingatalk

Ilookedupatherandshewaspickingonherfood

Me:what'sthestorywiththisguyanyway?

Her:jealous?



Me:maybe...ofcauseI'mjealous.I'mjealousofanymanthatlooksatyouthewayIdo.

Touchesyou.Danceswithyou.Hugsyou.IfitwereuptomeI’dlockyouupsothatI'mtheonly

onewhogetstotouchyou,dancewithyouanddoeverythingelsewithyou

Her:that'scutebabe

Sheleanedovertopeckmylipsthenwentbacktoherfood.

Her:ifitmakesyoufeelbetter.Youdancebetterthanhedoesandtoeaseyourcuteadorable

jealousy.Idon'twantanyotherassholebutyou

Me:asshole?!

Her:untilyouprovetomeotherwise,youone

Shesaidstickinghertongueoutatme.Iendeduplaughingather,Imissedthis.Ireallymissed

it.

Her:Thomasisabusinessmogulofsomesort,heownsafewclubsandhe'sfriendswithafew

celebs

Me:ohnice

Her:Googlehim,I'msureyouprobablyknowhimorsomething

Me:whodoIsearch?

Her:ThomasStevens

Me:Ayt.Passmemyphone

Shetookitbutdidn'tgiveittome

Her:younotgoingtoGoogleothermenwhilesittingwithme

Me:thatsoundssowrong.SoundslikeI'mgaynow

ShelaughedandsodidI.

Me:canwestaylikethisforever

Her:how?

Me:you.Happy,carefreeandnotfighting

Her:what'sarelationshipwithoutalittlearguing?

Me:butstill.Ihateitwhenweargue,themake-upismindblowingofcausebutitbreaksmy

heartwhenyouhurtandsadanddisappointedbecauseofme.ItpainsmeYaya.Iknowit'smy

faultbutbabeIpromisetomakethingsrightbetweenus



Her:lookIcan'thateyou.I'vetriedbutitseemsimpossiblebecausetheloveIhaveforyou

surpassesit.I'mtrustingyouMelokuhletokeepthispeacebetweenus.IfIgetbacktoSAand

there'ssomeshiit,IsweartoGodwedone

Me:Iunderstand.It'smyfaultyoudoubtmeandit'sokbutI’llfixusandwe'llbebacktotheway

weoncewerebeforeyouleft

Shesmiledandthenwentbacktoherfood.Iwatchedhereating.Iwasblessed.IknowI'vesaid

thisadozentimesbutYayaisablessinginmylife.Whenweweredoneeatingshehelpedme

withtheproposalandthenemailedittomyfatherforapproval.Weheadedoutfordrinksand

alsotakeawalkaroundCali.Weendedupplayinggamesandthenheadedbacktothehotel

withabigteddybearIwasforcedtowinforher.

Her:I’mdrained

Me:youandmeboth.Wanttojoinmeintheshower?

Her:nah,goonwithoutmewhileIcallAsh.I’msleepingheretonight

Me:Ilovethesoundofthat

Her:Noways.I’mstillsorefromlastnight

Me:I’llbegentle

Her:justgoonandshowerwhileIaskAshtomakemeanovernightbag

Me:don’tyouwanttocomestayherewithmeuntilIleave

Her:oryouwanttokeepaneyeonme?!

Iwalkedoutandwenttotheshowerandlefthercallingherfriend.Inawayshewasright,Idon’t

wantherhangingoutwiththatThomas.I’veseenhowhelooksatherandnoI’mnotparanoid

andthinkthateveryguywholooksatYayawantsherbutIknowThomasdoes.Thewayhe

looksathersaysitall,thewayhedancedwithherwasenoughconfirmationthattheguywants

her.whenIwalkedoutshehadatowelwrappedaroundherbodyandIhadoneonmywaist.

Her:Yourfather,OlonaandMiracalledwhileyouwereintheshower

Me:oh…didtheysaywhattheywant?

Her:Iknowbetterthantoansweryourphone

ShesaidwalkedtotheshowerandIpulledherbyherwaisttome.

Me:youmadatme

Her:notatall.

Me:reallynow?



Her:yesreally.I’mfine.Youshouldcallthemback

Andjustthenmyphonerangagain,shelookedatmeandIlookedather

Her:itcouldbeyourfather.

Shesaidpullingawayfromme.aysometimesYayaconfusesme.Idon’tevenknowwhether

she’smadatmeorwhatitisexactly.Iwenttoanswermyphonewhileshewenttoshower,it

reallywasmyfather.

//Me:father

Him:firstly,youdon’tjustupandleaveinthemiddleofthenightandjustsendatextasifthat

fixestheinconvenienceyou’vecausedhere

Me:I’msorrydadbutIhadto

Him:betterbeworthitDerrick

Me:trustmedad,she’sworthit.Thisoneismosdef.gettingthering

Him:okthen.ListenIjustreadyourproposalandImustsay,goodwork.IfIhadknown,you

couldwritebusinessproposalsthenIwouldhavegotyoutowritethemformealongtimeago

Ichuckled

Me:Icouldn’thavedoneitwithoutYaya

Him:soyourmomwasrightaboutherandtakingyouplaces.Keepheranddon’tscrewup

Me:surething

Him:I’mserious.Agirlwhocanhelpyoudrawupbusinessproposalsoughttogettheringson

Me:yes,dad.

Him:ifthisdealgoesthroughthenyoumighthavetostaythereforalittlelongerandseeit

through

Me:sothisisMYbaby?

Him:wellyouthoughtofit.LookDerrickyousmartenoughandoldenough,maybealittle

immaturebutoldenoughtostartbuildingsomethingthat’syoursandonlyyours.Soyesthis

dealisyourbaby,seeitthroughandtakecareofit

Me:thanksdad.Iwon’tdisappoint

Him:trynottodisappointyourgirlfriendseeingthatshehelpedyouputthistogether

Me:Iwon’tdad



Him:whatever.Byenow.

Me:byedad//

TrustMr.Besstogetalldramaticonyou.WhenIturnedaroundshewasleaningbythedoor

watchingmewithasmile

Me:howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Her:longenough.Sowhenareyoupitching?

Me:Tomorrow…seemslikeIwon’tbeabletomakeitforthetalk

Her:itsok,justknockemdeadok

Shetiptoedtoplanakissonmylips.

Her:Ineedsomethingtowear

Me:what’swrongwiththeclothesyouwerewearing?

Her:Iwanttowearyours

Irolledmyeyes.Ofcauseshedoes

Me:fine.Wegoingtoyourschooltofetchyourthingstowear

Her:sohowlongareyoustaying?

Me:iftheyhappywithmyproposalthenI’llhavetostaylongerandseeitthroughit

Shenodded.Shetookhertoweloffandstartedlotioningherbody.Tothinkthefirsttime,Iever

sawherbodywaswhenIwalkedinonheraftershoweringinherroomandshewasnaked.The

wayshehidherassets,I’llneverforgetthat.

Her:whatareyousmilingat?

Me:justthinkingaboutthefirsttimeIsawyounaked

Shethrewthetowelatme

Her:pervert

Me:youcan’tblameme.Sincewhendoyouwrapatowelaroundyourbodyanyway?

Her:sinceIdon’tlivealoneanymore.Havingaroommatemeansyoucouldwalkoutofthe

showerandfindherchillingwithaguyorgirl.Youneverknowwhattoexpect

Me:it’sagoodthingthou.Justnotwhenyouwithme

Her:andriskyousexingmeup?Nothankyou!I’mstillrecovering



Me:fine

Isaidwearingmyblackt-shirtwhichIknowshelovessomuchandstillwantssobadly

Her:where’smine?

Me:AuntSimdoesn’thaveitanymore

Her:ohwell…thenyou’llhavetogivemeyours

Me:ha.anotthisone.Youalreadyhaveabout3t-shirtsofmine

Her:4actuallybutwho’scountingright?

Me:ha.ababenotthisone.I’msorry

Her:butyouhavenicet-shirts

Shesaidsulking

Me:notgoingtowork.Getdressedlady

Shewasinherunderwearandpouting.Manshewasadorable

Me:youeithergetdressedorIeatyouup.Yourchoice

Shesquintedhereyesatme

Her:fine,passmemythings

Ithrewthematherandthensatonthebedwatchingher

Her:youmean

Me:wereallystillonthis?

Shenodded

Me:Iwillbuyyouyourownlimitededitiont-shirt

Her:Iwantyours

Me:there’sareasonit’scalledlimited,meansnotmanypeoplehaveitandIwouldliketobethe

fewthatownsitthankyouverymuch

Sherolledhereyesandworehershoesthenputherfootontopofmylap

Me:what?

Her:tieit



Me:won’tyougettired?

Her:you’reasize9,nothanks

Me:finethen.

Itiedhershoesupandthenwetookourthingsandleft.Idrovehertoschoolandshemademe

gotoherroomwithher.Whenwewalkedinthereweretwogirlssittingonthebedsandjust

chatting.

Yaya:guysthisisMelokuhleDerrickBess

Irolledmyeyesattheintro

Yaya.BabethisisAshantimyroommateandthisisSerenaourfuturegynae

Me:nicetomeetyouladies

Ash:nicetofinallymeetyouMelo.

Ser:thefamousMelo.IfyoudaremakehercryagainIwillkillyouandthat’snoteventhepainful

part,Iwillparalyzeyouandputamirroroveryousothatyouwatchmepieceyouup

Theyallcrackedupinlaughter,wellYayaandAshbutasforSerenashelookedseriousand

creepy.Whydoesshealwayshaveafriendlikethis?FirstitwasNalediandnowthisone.My

baeknowshowtopickthecrazies

Yaya:she’skiddingbabe.Serenajustactnormalforonce

Me:Iwillnotmakehercryagain

Ash:she’sjoking.ThisonewatchedtoomuchofthatmovieLawAbidingCitizen

Ser:I’mnotkidding.Butitisnicetomeetyouandyoucuterinperson

Icouldn’tholdmylaughin.Yayasureknowshowtopickthem.

Ser:don’tyouhaveabrother,atwinmaybe?Somethingthatlookslikeyou

Yaya:hehasatwinsister.Sorry.Stoppervingovermyboyfriendyoucreepinghimout

Iwasjustsittingonherbedasshechangedthethingsshewaswearingintopjayshortsandits

topandsleepers.

Ser:wherearethepjaysevengoing?Idoubtyou’llhavethetimetowearthemwiththisyummy

Me:youdon’thaveafilterhuh?

Sheshookherhead



Ser:youlooklikeyoupackeddownthere,areyoupacked?

Me:babe,alittlehelpplease?

Yaya:justanswerher,becauseignoringherisnotanoptionandshecanbeveryannoying

Ash:enoughwiththequestionsSerena

Ser:ignorethem.Sohowbigareyou?

Me:shesaidIwasbigenough

IsaidpointingatYayawhocrackedupinlaughter.Serenawasentertaining.Thekindoffriend

thatwouldgoperfectlywithmycousin.Theybothascrazy.Yayapickedherfriendsbytheway

theylook,bothgirlswerebeauties.

Ser:nice…

Yaya:wewereatGatewaythisonetimeandtherewasthiswaitresswhocouldn’tkeephereyes

ofhim.SoIwasinthelooandIheardthemtalkingabouthimandestimatinghowbigitmight

beandIcameoutofthestallandtoldthemitwasbigenough

Ash:that’ssavage

Ser:IseewhyIloveyousomuch.I’msuretheywerestunnedtoseeyou

Me:poorgirlcouldbarelylookatheraftertheirencounter

Wecontinuedchattinguntilshewasdonewitheverythingandthenweleftandheadedtothe

car.ThegirlswereinterestingnodoubtandIenjoyedthelittletimeIspentwiththem.That

Serenachickwasasavageinalllevels!KindofremindedmeofmyauntJenwithhernofilter.

.
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It'sbeenamonthsincehe'sbeengone.Hespenttwoweekshereandinthosetwoweeksi've

beensleepingatthehotelandhimdrivingmetoclassandtheamountofsexwehadduringthat

timecannotbeputintonumbersbecauseitwasthatmuch.ItsuckswhenheleftbecauseIwas

sousedtohavinghimaroundandsleepingonhischestsoyoucanimaginethepainIwas



feelingbuteversincehegotbacktoSAthingsbetweenushavebeensmooth.He'sbeenthe

MelokuhleIfellinlovewithandtherehasn'tbeenanychangeofsomesort,Ikeptwaitingfor

himtoignoremeorbedistantoranythingbutnope,hewashimselfandverymuchinlovewith

mesuchthatIwasscaredImightscrewthingsup.MarsandIweregoodfriendsoratleastI

friendzonedhimthatdeep.OhandheandhisBlesseebrokeup,shewasn'tcomfortablewithmy

presenceinher"man's"life...thesegirlsanddramathou.SoMichaelNeelgaveatalkatMt

universityandafterthetalkhewentlookingforAshandfindherwithSerenaandI,turnsoutthe

guyshemettheothermorningwasScottwhoisbestfriendswithMichael,Scottwasn'tinto

AshbutheonlydidwhathedidtogetclosewithherandtoknowhermoreforMichaelwhowas

toopussytodoithimself.Shedidn'ttalktobothofthemforaweekuntilwebumpedintotown

andtheguywentonhiskneesI'mfrontofeveryonebeggingherforforgivenessandshe

couldn'thelpbutforgivehimandScottandIthinkit'ssafetosaytheydatingandhappy.The

onlysingleoneisSerenabutthatdon'tmeanshe'snotgettingany.Neverthelesswewereall

happyandexcellinginschool.Ihaven'tseenAndrewsincehegotsuspended,hewassupposed

tobebackaweekagobutnopenothingandnoonehasheardathingfromhim.ShouldIbe

worried?ItwasaFridayandtherewasanartexhibitioninourdepartmentandifonesees

somethingtheylikethentheycouldbuyit.Thesepasttwoweekswe'dbeenworkingon

paintings,sculptures,photographsandallthingsart.Thewholeartdepartmentincludingthe

dancersandmusicianswereparticipating.Iwasdressedinakneelengthblackdresswitha

goldbeltandagoldcourtheelandagoldclutchwhileAshworeagreypencilskirtandawhite

croptopvestwithanudeleatherjacketandanudecourtheel,Serenawascominglater

becauseshewaswritingatest.Ashwasbusyfixingupmyhair.

Me:Ashantiwegoingtobelate

Her:I'malmostdonechill

Me:Istillneedtolookformycoat

Her:itsintheclosetchill

Me:whatareyouevendoingonmyhead?

Her:makingyoulooklikeaprincess

Me:speakingofprincesses...howdoyoufeelaboutdatingaprince?

Her:Idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutit

Me:ohcomeon

Her:itsscaryYaya.Thisguycouldhavebeenwithanyone

Me:yesbuthechoseyou

Her:hesayshisparentshavefoundhimaprincesstomarry

Me:yeahso?



Her:he'snotmineYaya.He'slifeissetupforhimalready

Me:thenwhyishewithyouofhe'snotseriousaboutyou?Michaellikesyouokandifhecared

aboutthiswholethinghe'sbeensetupforthenhewouldn'tbewastingyourtimenow

Itookadeepbreatheinandletitout.

Her:wedone.

Shesaidpackingawaytheflatironandcomb.Shehadmyhairtiedupwithsomestrandsofit

curledup.Ilooked16.

Her:Idon'tknowYaya.Ireallydon'tey

Iheldheratarmslength

Me:Michaellovesyouhoneyandheisgoingtomarryyouandyoutwoaregoingtohave

beautifulprincesandprincessesthatwillcallmeAuntyYaya

Her:hahahadudeyouhavedreams.Letsjustgo!

WebothlaughedandItookmystuffandweheadedoutchattingonthewaythereabout

anythingandeverything.Asemahlehasbeenattendingtherapyandaccordingtoherbrother

she'sdoingwellbuthermotherontheotherhandisstillworriedabouther,saysshepulled

throughtooquickandshe'sworriedshemightbeuptosomething.Wegottothecentreandit

wasn'tthatpackedyet.Wewenttofindourseatsandsatdownandwaitedfortheshowto

begin.

"Yaya,Ash"

WebothlookedupanditwasThomasstandingbesideAsh,shewassittingintheendofthe

lineweinandInexttoher.

Her:Thomas

Me:Mars.Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming

Ireallywasn'texpectingtoseehimbitthingshappenIguess.

Him:itwasalastminutething.Oneofthejudgesbailedonthemandsotheycalledme

Ash:judge?Youguysarebeingjudgedforthis?

Ishrugged.Weweren'ttoldaboutjudgescauseifwewerethenIwouldhaveputinextrahours.

Dammit!

Me:weweren'ttold

Him:Ithoughtyouknew.Arghdon'tstress,I'msureyou'llwinsomething



Ash:nocheatingThomas

Him:Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway.Howcomeyouguysaren'tdancing?

Me:becausethere'sthedancedepartmentforthat.Wecan'tallbeMoosenow

Him:moose?

Me:haveyouneverwatchedstepup?

Hechuckled

Him:Istoppedatthefirstone.Somoose?

Ash:itsthisguywhomajorsindanceandengineeringinVarsity.He'sthekingofdancedude!

JustthenAustinWalshshowedupinfrontofus

Aus:heysis.Heycrush

Wealljustlaughed.AustinisAsh'sbrotherwhoiscurrentlyinhighschoolandIbethisparents

don'tknowheishere.

Ash:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:haveaseat

ImovedtothethirdchairandhesatbetweenAshandiwiththemostwidestsmile

Aus:thankscrush.Icametosupportmycrush...duh!

Ikissedhischeekandhesmiled

Him:see.

Ash:don'tencouragehim.Doesmomanddadknowyouhere?

Heshookhishead.

Him:beforeyoubitemyheadoff.MomisoutperforminginBrazilanddadisawayinbusiness

inBraziltoo.They'llbebackSunday

Ash:whywasn'tItold.Howlonghavetheybeengone?

Him:aboutaweeknow

Me:andyournanny?

Him:she'ssleeping

Ashgavehimalook



Him:fine.Idruggedher

ThomasandIcrackedup.ThischildisanotherDenisethemanacetypeofkid.

Ash:withwhat?

Him:mom'ssleepingpills

JustthentheMcaskedeveryonetotaketheirseatsaswearestartingnow.Thomasleftusand

wenttotakehisseattooonthejudgingpanelandMichaelwasoneofthejudges.IcalledAsh

andpointedathimwithasmile

Her:whatishedoinghere?

Me:judging.Duh!

Aus:what'sthedealthere?

Me:that'sherboyfriend

Ash:seriouslyYaya

Aus:you?Haveaboyfriend?How?

WecrackeduponlyannoyingAsh.IenjoyedAustin'scompanymorethananything,hereminded

meofmysister.Speakingofher,hermothercaughtherblazingandyoucanimaginehowthat

went.SheblamedmeandsaidIwasabadinfluencetoherdaughterandallthatothercrapbut

Sinodefendedmetothedeathofher.Theygroundedherfor2weeks.Beingapkisnotallfun

andgames.Eventuallytheshowcommencedandeveryoneenjoyedthemselves.Ishockingly

wonsecondplacewhichmeantthisotherkidfromourclasswasgoingtorepresenttheschool

atsomeartsfestivaltogetherwithmeandthethirdkidwhowonthirdplace.sotheyhadjudges

invitedsothatthreepeoplegoandrepresenttheuniversityinDCWashingtonatthearts

conventionalcentrewithotheruniversities.Afterbeingtoldallofthattheytookpicturesofus

withthejudges.Therewas4ofthem.2guysand2girls.

Micah:yourstuffistight.IseewhyDerricksingsyourpraises

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:thatyourboyfriendisyournumberonesupporter.Heneverstopsbraggingaboutyouand

thethingsyoucreate.Hewasright

Me:uhhmwow.Idon'tknowwhattosay

Him:headoresyouYaya

WiththathewalkedovertoAshasMarsmadehiswaytome

Him:congratulations



Me:Ihopeyouhadnothingtodowithmewinning

Him:nowyouknowthatifitwereuptomeyouwouldhavewonfirstplace

Me:that'scheating.Butthanks

Him:shallwegocelebrate?

Me:i'lltalktothegirlsfirstandsee

Him:fineandthentomorrowwecanhaveourowncelebration

Ichuckled

Me:i'llbetoohungover.

Him:eversinceyourboyfriendleft,webarelyhangouttogetheranymore

Me:i'mlearningtorespecthiswishes.Hedoesn'tfeelcomfortablewithourfriendship

Him:wow.Uhhmokthen

Me:sorry

Him:yeahsure.

HewalkedawayandIwalkeddowntomyfriendswhowerelaughingandchattingupastorm.

SerscreamedformeasIapproached

Me:shhhh

Her:screwyou.I'msoproudofyou!

Shesaidsuffocatingmewithahug.Icouldn'tevenbreatheandAshwashuggingmefrom

behindsqueezingusboth.

Me:guysIcan'tbreathe

Ser:metoo

AshstoppedandsodidSer.Itooktheminutetocatchybreath.Theguyswerelaughingatus

andsowasAsh.

Ser:soIwasaskingMichaelwhyhedidn'tgiveyoufirstplace

Micah:andItoldherthatyoudeservedfirstplaceyesbutthenthatwouldseemlikeyouwon

becauseweacquaintances

Me:IunderstandandI'mtotallycoolwithsecondplace

Ash:howtightwasthevotes?



Him:2-2.ThegirlswerevotingforthedudethatwonandThomasandIwereteamYaya.Sowe

flippedacoinandtheywon

Aus:IstillthinkYayashouldhavewon.Haveyouseentheamountofbidsonherstuff?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Aus:comesee

Hepulledmetothearttableandtherestfollowed.Nexttomypaintingwasabowlwith

amountspeoplearewillingtobuyitforandnexttomyphotographwasthesameandforthe

sculpt.It'ssafetosayIwaswinningbecausemythingshadthemostpapersinthemthanthe

rest.

Me:IknewpeoplewerebuyingbutIdidn'tknowpeoplebidonthese

Micah:we'llwhenmanypeoplewantsomethingitgoestothehighestbidder

Me:andwhowillcheckforthewinnerandwhenwillthebidstop?

Ash:itsalreadystopped.Itstoppedat10pm

Ilookedatthetimeanditwaspast11.

Me:wow

Ser:sowheredoesthemoneygo?

Me:IwishIknew.

Micah:i'msureitwillgotothewinner.Soarewegoingtocelebrateorwhat?

Aus:awesome.Letsgo

Ash:wearedroppingyouoffathomelittleone

Aus:comeonAshdon'tbelikethat.Yayasaysomething

Ser:youtooyoungforclubs

Ash:youweren'tevensupposedtobeheretonightsooffyougo

Aus:seehowcontrollingsheis...don'tmarryher.endthingsnowforyourownsafetyand

freedom

WealllaughedandAshpunchedhimonhisshouldermakinghimwinceinpain.Wewentout

dancingandwehadanamazingtime.Wegothomearound2andweweresupperwasted.I

videocalledbae.

//Him:hellobeautiful



Me:heyhandsomehowareyou?

Him:i'mgoodmybabyandhowareyou?

Me:supersloshed.Imissyou

Isaidsulking

Him:yousocute.Imissyoutoonana

Me:Iwannacomebackalready

Him:yep...youreallydrunk.Nextweekyouclosing,youcancomebackthenok

Me:fine...

Him:comeondon'tsulk.

Me:fine.BabeI'mhorny

Helaughedatme

Him:sowhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:Idon'tknow.Iwantyourdick,canyousendittome

Him:ifitweredetachablethenIwoulddetachitandsendittoyourightnow

Me:butIwantyoutoo

Him:hahahagodrinkwaterandyouwillbefine

Me:yousuchanass.Whatareyoudoing?

Him:finishingmyjob.I'msotired,Ineedoneofthosemassagesyougive

Me:nowIreallywanttocomehome

Him:patience.Easterisaroundthecornermynana

Me:Iknow.BabeI'msleepynow

Him:oknanagotobedok.I'llcallyoutomorrow

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoumore//

Iwenttobedwithasmileonmyface.

.
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I'mbackinSADurbanandmyrelationshipwithmygirlfriendiseverythingitshouldbe.Ever

sinceIgotbackwhichwasamonthago,Ihaven'tfooledaroundwithanyoneandI'mproudof

myself.BeingwithYayaforthattwoweeksmademerealisehowblessedIamandhow

completemylifeis.Idon'tneedrandomsex.Yesit'snoteasysayingnotofreepussybutit'sall

aboutselfdisciplineandrealisingwhat'simportant.Maybemyloyaltyisalsobroughtaboutby

thisThomasguyshe'sbeenspendingtimewithbeforeIgotthere.Theguyisnodoubt

competition,heiseverythingi'mnotandheisataagewhereheisreadytosettledownandbe

withtheloveofhislife,Imeanhe's30soobviouslyhewantssomeonehecansharehiswealth

withandsomeonewhowillbeperfectforhimandwhobetterthanYaya?Yayaiseverything.I

don'tbelieveinthatwholewifematerialthingwhenreferringtoagirlbutinallhonestyYayais

wifematerial.Sheiseverythinggood.Sheiseverythingamanlookingforawifeneeds.She's

helpful,supportive,lovingandcaringandallgoodthingsandshe'snotafraidtospeakhermind

andgiveyouadviceyoudidn'tthinkyouneeded.I'manidiotforhavingriskedthat.Asaman,

sometimesyouneedtoseebeyondyourselfandremindyourselfthatwhateveritisyouseein

her,otherguysseeittooandchancesaretheycantreather10xbetterthanyouevercould.

LatelyIgotoworkthenheadovertovisitmysisterandthenheadtogym.It'saroutineI'm

enjoying.OlonahasbeenblowingupmyphoneandsohasMirandabutIhaven'tansweredany

ofthem,IknowmaybeI'mwrongfordroppingthemlikethatbutImadeapromisetomy

girlfriendandIintendonkeepingitlikethat.YayaislandingheretomorrowandIcouldn'tbe

happier,I'vemissedhersosomuchwordsalonearen'tenough.It'sFridayafterworkandI

decidedtostopatspurandbuymytwinherfave,shehasn'tleftthehousesincetheincident.I

gothomeandshewasintheloungewatchingIceAge,oneofourfavoritemovies.Ijoinedher

onthecouch

Me:twin

Isaidkissinghercheek

Her:heytwin.Howareyou?Isthatspur?

Ichuckled

Me:youandfood.I'llneverunderstand.ButyeahIgotyouyourfave

Her:yummy.Letmegetusplates



Shesaidpausingthemovie

Me:whereseveryone?

Her:momanddadareatwork,Iyanaisupstairs.I'mstillundersuicidewatch

Igotupandfollowedbehindher

Me:wewouldn'thavetowatchyouthiscloselyifyouspoketous

Her:I'malreadyseeingatherapist.Whatmoredoyouguyswantfromme

Me:toknowhowyoudoing.Howyoudealingsis

Her:no.Youguyswanttoseemebreakdownandcrymylungsoutanddrinkmyselftothe

nearesthospitalbecausethat'swhatyouexpectofrapevictims.IthappenedMeloandI'm

dealingwithit

Me:okmaybethat'struebutsisthisallseemslikeanact.Anacttogetusoffyourback

Her:whatdoyouthinkI'mgoingtodohuh?Golookingforhim?Paysomepeopleandhavehim

killedortortured?That'snotmeDerrick

Me:whenlastdidyoutalktoSean?

Sheshrugged.

Her:Idon'tknow.Ilastsawhimatthehospital,he'sbeencallingandtexting.Idon'tknowwhat

thehelli'mgoingtosaytohimorhowI'msupposedtofacehim.IjustIdon'tknowMelo.Ihate

thathe'stryingsohardandI'memotionallydetachedfromhim.Hiscallsortextsdon'tspark

anythinginmeanymore

Me:theywon'tifyouallowyourselftogrownumbtopain

Her:maybeI'mnumbbecausethingsareeasierthisway.Idon'tgettothinkaboutit,idon'tget

tofeelanyofit.It'sjust.I'mfinethisway

Me:paindemandstobefelt

Her:seriously?YouquotingTheFaultinOurStarsnow?Youdon'tknowthepainIwentthrough

Melokuhle.Noneofyouknowit.Youcan'tbetellingmeshitlikepaindemandstobefeltwhen

youhaveneverbeenthroughwhati'vebeenthrough.You'veneverbeeninasituationwhereby

youcan'tdefendyourself,begginghimtostopbutyourbegsfallingondeafears,pleadingfor

Godtointervenebutnothing.Nothingyousayordoisenoughtomakehimstopandsoyoujust

lietheretakingthepainwhichispleasureforhimasitcomesandjustwaitingforhimtofinish

sothathecanleaveorkillyou.HonestlyIwouldhavepreferredhekillmeafterratherthanto

livelikethis.AllofyouhoveringovermelikeI'madangertomyself.I'vehadsomanychances

toendmylifebutI'mstillhere,stillbreathing.



Ipulledherintomyarms.ShewasnowintearsandsowasI.Ididn'tevenknowwhattosayto

heratthispoint.

Her:allIwanttodoisjustscreamandletitallout.

Ibrushedherbackgentlywithnothingbuttearsrollingdownmycheeks.

Me:tellmewhatyouwantmetodototakethepainaway

Shepulledoutofmyarms.Andstarredintomyeyeswithhereyesfilledwithtears

Her:Iwantyoutomovepastthis.AslongasyouandmomanddadandIyaaretreatingmelike

avictim,Iamconstantlyremindedofwhatisandwillneverchange.Ijustwantmylifeback.

"Lookwho'shere"

Iyanasaidwalkingdownthestairswithabitofexcitementinhervoice.Webothwipedaways

ourtears,Asetooktheplatesandheadedtothelounge.ImetIyahalfwayandwesharedahug

Me:howareyou?

Shebrokeit

Her:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Me:alsogood.Icamewithfood

Her:I'monadiet!

Shesaidhookingherarmintomineandwalkingmetothelounge.

Me:ohwellmoreforus

Wejoinedoursisteronthethreeseatercouch

Iya:yummy

Us:youonadiet

Wespokeatthesametimethenlookedateachotherandlaughed.Ican'trememberthelast

timeIheardherlaugh

Iya:NahIcancheat,justfortoday

Ase:morelikeeveryday

Iya:hey!

Me:Ineverunderstoodthiswholedietingthingyouliketodo.Yourbodyisfine!

Iya:i'mmaintaining.You'llseewhenYayagetstomyage



Ase:whenisshecomingbackanyway?

Me:she'lllandtomorrow

Ase:youarebringingherstraightherefromtheairport

Me:that'sifyourfathercancelsthemeetinginShepstonorPMB

Iya:butit'ssaturday

Me:Iknowright.Beingthebossessonsucks

Ase:sowhataboutYaya?

Me:shehasakey.She'llcatchabubertomyplace

Iya:lookatyoupouting.Youwerewithherfortwoweeksidiot

Me:IknowandIhadgottenusedtoher

Ase:youngloveissoadorbs

Ihitherwithapillowandshelaughed.

Me:i'lltellhernottocomeover

Ase:youwouldn'tdare!

Me:tryme

Iya:webothknowshedoesn'ttakeordersfromyou

Me:shutup.Gotothatuglyboyfriendofyoursfuthi

Ase:Iyahasaboyfriend

Iya:no.Meloshutup

Me:he'ssouglysis.What'shissurnameagain?

Iyaclickedhertongueannoyed.IwasalreadyonFacebooksearchingforhim

Ase:comeonsisshare

Shemadepuppyeyes

Me:thisiswhatyoudidwithYaya.It'spaybacktimesoshare

Iya:ThapeloBango

ItypedmyFacebookandthedudewasthefirstinthelist,wehadonemutualfriend.



Ase:Facebookfriendsalready

Weclickedonitsprofileandscrolledthroughhispictures.Hehadapictureofhimwithalittle

girlashisprofilephoto

Me:that'shisnieceright?

Iya:daughter

Ase:hehasadaughter?Whereisthemother?

Iya:shediedwhilegivingbirth

Me:doesthatmeantheyweremarried?

Iya:yes

Me:areyoureadytocompetewiththelatewife?

Ase:comeonMelodon'tbedramatic.Hemakesyouhappyrightsis?

Iya:yeshedoes

Me:haveyoumethisdaughter?

Iya:Imethimwalkingwithher.He's30andhisdaughteris4,she'ssocuteandthesweetest

thingever

Me:butareyoureadytoplaystepmummy?

Iya:she'salovelykid

Me:younotansweringthequestion

Iya:whatdoyouwantmetosayMelo?Whycan'tyoubehappyformejustthisonceandstop

playingoverprotectivebrotherforonceinyourlife

Me:youmysister.Ofcausei'llbeprotectiveofyou.Sowhendowemeethim?

Her:itsonlybeenamonth

Ase:Meloslowdown.Youdidn'tintroduceYayarightaway

Me:Ididn'twaitamonththough

Ase:andthatwasyourchoicethough.Sisifyouhappy,I'mhappy.He'snotthatbadasMelo

said.He'skindacute

Iya:thankslittlesis

Shepokedmeonthesideofmyhead



Me:ouch!Yousobitterwithyouruglyman

Wealllaughedandcontinuedmakingfunofeachother.Wewerehappy,mysisterswere

laughingandnothingbroughtgreaterjoythanseeingthemlaughandbehappy.Itwasheart

warming.

"Thisisnice"

Weallturnedatthesametimeandmomwasleaningonthedoor.

Us:HeyBoobie

Itwasalmostasifwerehearsedit.Wealllaughednoticingwehadjustcalledherthesame

thing.Shelaughedtoo

Her:hellokids.Ihadmissedcominghometothissight.Rememberwhenyouguyswerekids

Iya:momdon'tstart!

Mom:i'mjustsaying.

Shesaidkissingusonebyoneonourforeheads.

Ase:wenot5anymore.Iyahasaboyfriend

Iya:reallyAsemahle

Mom:feelslikedejavu.Ioncecamehometoallthis,whenIyawas15...Iyawasn'ttalkingto

Aseforlordknowswhy

Iya:you'vealwaysbeenasnitch

Shesaidrollinghereyesandwealllaughed

Mom:yourfatherisonhiswayandseeingthatMeloisalreadyhere.Letsmaketodaymovie

night

Me:momreally

Ase:yeeeey!It'sbeensolong.Wegoingbowlingright?WithSiyaandhisfamilyandLizandAunt

Amber.Fun!

Mom:i'llshowerfirst.

Me:Idon'thaveclotheshere

Ase:lies!Yourclosetispackedwithclothestshi

Me:snitch!



Shestuckhertongueouttome.Myfamilycanbeverychildishwhentheywantto!

Wewereatthearcadewiththerestofthefamilyandfamilyfriendswitheveryoneplayingand

participating.IexcusedmyselftogocallYayaandcheckhowfarshewas.Iwasabouttoclick

callwhenIsawherfatherwalkingwithLathitha.Ilookedcloselyandturnsoutmyeyesweren't

deceivingme.Theyapproachedmydirectionhandinhandlaughing.

Me:hello.

Theguy'sjawdroppedandhequicklyletgoofLathitha'shand.Idoubtheexpectedtosee

someonewhoknowshim.Letaloneme.Lathithasmiled

Her:Melo.Longtime

Me:sothisiswhoyoubusywith.Amarriedmanwithadaughteryourage

Him:pleasedon'ttellYandiswa

Her:Yandiswa?Gxaba?She'syourdaughter?

Asmileformedonherlips.Thiswitchwassuddenlyplanningsomething

Me:Iwon'thavetotellherwiththisgirlyoudating.Seeyouaroundpastor

Iwalkedbacktothefamily.Hypocrite!DoItellherwhatIsawordoIshutup?

.
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IhadjustgotofftheplanefromCali.Feltgoodtobebackhereaftersolongey.Itookoutmy

phoneandcalledMelowhosaidhewasoutoftownandwouldbebacklatertoday,hewas

attendingsomemeetinginShepston.Hesentmecashtorequestanubertodropmeoffathis

apartmentandsoIheadedovertohisplace.Igotinandunlockedthedoorwithmymini

suitcaseandmademywayupstairs.Nothingabouthisplacehadchanged,itwasstillasclean

asIhadleftit,samewallcolourandjustnothingnew.Iwalkedintohisroomdraggingmy

suitcaseandopenedhisdoorandgotin.Iclosedthedoorandputmysuitcasebythedoorand

myhandbagontopofit.WhenIlookeduponthebedwasMiranda.Theexthatheoncetoldme

hestillhadfeelingsfor.ShewaswearingMelo'st-shirtwhichInormallysleptinwhenIwashere



withblackleggings...ok?andthen?Shewaslayingonthebedwithherfacedown.Myfirst

instinctwastowalkoutandbangthedoorloudenoughsoshewakesupbutIthoughtagainstit.

IwalkedovertothebedandIfoundanopenbottleofpillsinherhand.Ilookedforapulse

whichwasfaint,IdialledMelo'snumber-crazyright?What'shegoingtodo?-butitrangand

wenttovoicemailandsoIdialledparamedicswhileshakingher,thephonewasringingwhenI

noticedapregnancytestonthefloor.Ipickeditupandithadtwolines.

//Person:hello?

Me:uhhmsorry.HithisisYandiswaandI'mcallingtoreportasuicideattempt.Herpulseis

weakandI'mreallyscared.There'sabottlehere.Pleasejusthurry

Her:ma'ambreathe.TellmewhereyouareandIwillsendanambulancetoyourplacerightnow

ItoldherMelo'saddressandthenshetoldmetotrygivinghercprforthetimebeingandthenI

droppedthecall//

JustafterIdroppedthecallItrieddoingthebestIcouldbutnothing.Iwassortofpissed,felt

betrayed,hurt,angry,GodIwasfeelingalotofemotionsatonce.MyphonerangandMelo's

pictureappearedonthescreen.Ianswereditshaking,Iwasshaking.Fuck!

//Him:Itakeityoujustgothome

Ikeptquietnotevenknowingwhattosaytohim.IthoughthewasonlysleepingwithOlona.I

knowIsaidIdidn'twanttoknowiftherewereanyothersbutthisisbeyondme.I'mnotcutout

offorthis!

Him:babe?

Istilldidn'tanswer.Isuddenlyregrettedevencomingbackhere.

Him:Mafakuwam

Me:MelokuhleyouneedtocometoDurbannow.

Him:ba...

Me:Melokuhlejustgetyourassherenow!

JustthenIheardsirensoutside.Iwentdownstairs

Him:babeiseverythingok?

IwasabouttorespondWhentherewasaknockonthedoor.Iwenttoopenthedoor

Me:meetmeatthehospital.//

IgreetedthetwoguysandtoldthemwhatIknowandthentheywentupstairstogether.Itold

themaboutthepregnancy,thiswholetimemyphonewasringingandMelojustwouldn'tstop



calling.ItoldthemthatIwouldfollowbehindthem.WhentheyweregoneIsliddownthedoor

andlookedatthetest.Why?Aftereverything.Meloistestingmylimitstoseewhatitwilltaketo

breakme.Andhe'swon.IgotupandcalledSiyaaskinghimtodrivemetothehospitalandhe

didaskingmedozensofquestionswhichIwouldn'tanswer.WegottothehospitalandIbegged

himtogobacktowhateverhewasdoingbeforeIcalledhim,thatalonewasanargumentbuthe

left.Isattherewaitingtohearsomething.Afterwhatseemedlike30minutesadoctorcame

andtoldmethatshewasokbutshelostthebabyandthatshewouldcallmeifshewokeup.I

justsattherewaitingforMelokuhletorockup,niggashowedupafter2hoursorso.

Him:heyb...

Islappedhimsohardhecouldn'tbelieveit.

Him:Maf...

Islappedhimagain.HewasabouttotalkwhenItriedtoslaphimagainbutheheldmyhands.I

wassomadathim,Iwantedtohimuntiltheangerandhurtandpaininmewastransferredto

him.

Him:Yandiswawhyarewehere?Talktomeplease.

Me:Idon'tknowwhethertocongratulateyouorofferyoumycondolences,orboth.

Heletgoofmyhandsgently

Me:I'mdoneMelokuhle.Ijust...Ijustcan'tdothisanymore

Tearsthreatenedmyeyes.Somanytimeswe'vebeentaughtto"nyamezela",aconceptIamyet

tolearnprobably.Imeanthisconcepthastiedsomanywomanintolovelessmarriagesor

relationshipsandhasevenkilledsomeofthemallinthenameofthisonewordthatholdsso

much.Whyshouldonestayandbaresomuch?Idon'tgetitreally

Him:Yaya

Hetriedtotouchme.Imovedback

Me:don'tyoudarefuckingtouchme.

Him:Yaya...

Hewhisperedcomingclosetome.Itookhishandandplacedthetestonitthenwalked,more

likeranoutofthehospitalandrequestedanuberwhichwasherewithinaminute.Igotinand

closedthedooronlyforMelotoopenit.

Me:Melokuhle

Him:Yandiswawhat'sthemeaningofthis?

Me:Mirandaneedsyou.Pleasedrive



Him:younotgoinganywhereYandiswa.I'lldriveherhome

Hesaidpullingmeoutofthecarandpayingthedriver.Istoodthereinfrontofhimwithmy

armsfoldedinfrontofmychestwaitingforkingMelokuhleBesstopaythedriverandthen

attendtome.HeturnedtomeabouttosaysomethingbutinsteadIstartedhittinghimonhis

chest.Iwassomad.Iwassohurt.HecagedmeonhischestasItriedfightingbuteventuallyI

gavein.Hewasapologisingthiswholetimebutlittledidheknowthat"i'msorry"doesn'tchange

anything,itdoesn'tundothepain,thescar.WhenIwascalmenoughheletgoofme.

Me:Ihateyou!GodIhateyou!

Isaidmovingback.Hecamecloser

Me:don't.Justdon'tok!

Isaidwithmyhandstrynastophimandhestoppedlookingatmewithtearyeyes.Tearskept

slidingdownmycheeks.Myheartwassore.Ididn'thatehim,stupidright?ImeanIshouldhate

himbutIcan't.Ican'tbringmyselfto.Irequestedanuberagainandthistimehedidn'tstopme

orthedriver.Hewatchedmedriveoff.IgottohisplaceandtookthelittlethingsIhadinhis

closetandaskedthedrivertodrivemetomyplace.WhenIgotthereNitaandLediwereinthe

loungewatchingwhatever.

Me:hellobabies

Isaidscreamingfrombehindthemandtheyscreamedinexcitementjumpinguponthecouch.I

missedthemsodamnmuch.Weallhugged.Thewaytheyjumpedonmewealllandedonthe

floorandjustcrackedupinlaughter.

Ledi:whydidn'tyoucallmetofetchyou

Me:becausethenyouwouldn'tbethisexcited.Imissedyouguys

Icouldn'tholdthetearsinandneithercouldthey.Wespokeeverydaybuyseeingthemwas

different,Nitahadahugetummynow.Soroundandcute

Nita:andwemissedyoutoo.GoshthankGodyouhere,maybeLediandIcanstoparguing

abouteverything

Ledi:youpregnant.Youmoody

Nita:youoncontraceptives.Soareyou!

Me:ohshutupyoutoo.WhatdidImiss?

Wewereallonthefloorlayingwithourbacksandthemcuddlingthemselvesonme.Iwashome.

Nita:LedialmostkilledBonke

Me:what?



Ledi:toldhimthekidwasn'thisandthatheshootsblanks

Me:JesusChrist!

Ledi:hegotallmadandchargedatmesoIgrabbedaforkonthetableandjustasIwasabout

toNitascreamedherlungsoutmakinghimdropme

Nita:youdon'tlisten

Me:youguysanddrama

Isaidlaughingtryingtohidemyownpain.

Ledi:mamiareyouok?

Me:yeahI'mfine.Ijustmissedyouguysthat'sall

Nita:aaahhoney.Noneedtocry

ShesaidwipingmytearsandIsmiledthroughthem

Me:Ican'thelpit.Letsgooutdrinkinganddancingtonight

Ledi:aaaaaahshe'sback

Shesaidscreaminginexcitement.Shegotupandhelpedusup

Ledi:mypartnerinclubbingisback.I'vemissedyourass

Shesaidpullingmeinforahug

Nita:geeezwhatever

Webrokethehug

Me:ohright...babymamaalert

Shehitmeplayfullyandwealllaughed

Ledi:areyoustillfollowingLathithaonInsta?

Nita:hayiNaledi!

Me:yeahwhy?

Ledi:shedeservestoknow!WhenlastwereyouinInsta?

Me:2daysago

Isaidwithashrug.WegotintomyroomandIthrewmybagonthefloorwhileLedioutmy

suitcaseonthebedandopenedit.



Ledi:checkyourinsta

Me:ok

Isatdownonthecouchandtookmyshoesoffwhilelogginginonmyaccount.Icameacrossa

pictureofLathithaandmyfather.Itwasaselfie.Itwasadisgustingsight

Ledi:youcanimaginehowshockedIwastoo

Nita:youdon'tknowwhentoquithuh?FriendI'msorry

Me:IwasgoingtoseeitonewayortheotherNita

IkeptscrollingandtherewasapictureofmesleepingonMelo'schestthathehadpostedthis

morningwiththecaption"can'twaittohaveyouinmyarmsagain"withinloveemoticons.The

numberoflikesandcommentsonit;Icouldn'thelpmyselfbuttoviewthecomments.

Ledi:friendI'msorry

Me:it'sokfriend

Ilockedmyphoneandputitdownthenexcusedmyselfforalongbath.Ineededrealsleep.I

gotinthebathandjustrelaxed,welltriedtobutIcouldn'tgetmymindofwhatIcamehometo.I

don'tgetit,whyiseverythingturningupsidedowninmylifehereinSA?Myfathercheatingon

mystepmomwithsomeoneasyoungasme.Igotoutofthebathwhenthewaterwascoldand

myhandsandfeetpruny.IdriedmybodyandasIwasabouttowrapatowelaroundmybody,I

thoughtofwhatMelooncesaidandchuckledtomyselflikeamadperson.Tothinkwe'veonly

beentogetherfor4monthsandalreadyweover.YesI'mdonewithhim.He'shurtmeinways

evenZukocouldn'tpossiblyhurtme.Iwrappedthetowelandwalkedout.Lediwassittingon

thebedinfrontofmyopensuitcasejustgoingthroughmyclothes.

Her:I'mtakingthisbytheway!

ShesaidreferringtomybluelowcutjeansthatAshantihadboughtmewhenshewenthomefor

alongweekend

Me:Nahfamnotthose.ThosewereboughtinFrancespeciallyforme

Her:that'swhyI'mtakingthem

Me:seethatpaperbag?

Her:yes?

Me:thathaseverythingthatbelongstoyouandNita

Her:andhereIwasafraidtoopenit

Shetookitandstartedpullingthingsoutonebyone.JudgingbyherfaceshelovedwhatIhad



boughtwhichmeantIdidgood.Iworemypjaysandthentookmyphonewhichhadmissed

callsandtextsfromMeloandafewotherpeople.IaskedLeditoletmesleepinpeaceandthat

laterweweregoingout.SheleftmecallingAshandSerinformingthemofmyarrivalandthey

toldmetovideocallthemwhenI'mwithNalediandAnita.Icalledmomtoo,Iwasgoinghome

MondayandcomingbackWednesday.AfterthatIputmyphoneonsilentandthenfellasleep,

withthehelpofNeurofenactive.Iwokeuparound6pm.Iwenttowashmyfaceandthen

walkedbackintomyroomandfoundMelosittingonmybed.NalediandAnitaneedtostop

lettingpeopleintomyroomwithoutmypermission.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Ijustwantustotalk...please

Me:noMelokuhle.Talkingwon'tundothis

Him:IknowthatbutcanIexplain

Me:Idon'tneedanexplanation.IthinkIcanreadapregnancytest

Him:Mafakuplease

Me:Melokuhlepleasejustleave

Hiseyeswerepuffyandshowedregretandpain.Iwantedtopullhimtomysizeandhugthe

painawaybutIhadmyownpain.Hedidthistous.Heruinedus.Wasitnotenoughthathe

cheatedonmewithtwogirls...wellIonlyknowtwo,whoknowshowmanywerethere?

Him:Iknowthere'snojustifyingthis

Me:MeloI'mtired.Idon'twanttodothis.Idon'twanttotalktoyou,Idon'twantyourapology

andGodIdon'twanttoseeyou!

MeloisnothingbutatemptationandI'mscaredthatmyvjayjaywon'tbeasmadasmyheart

andmindarerightnow.HenceIwasstandingfarfromhim.Hegotupandwalkedtowardsme

Me:Melokuhlepleasejustleave!

Him:Mafaku

Me:MelokuhleGETOUT!

Iscreamedandhelookedatme.

Me:justleave

Heturnedonhisheelsandwalkedout.Nalediwalkedin.Great!Justgreat!Ijustsanktothe

floorslidingdownonmybathroomdoor.Shewalkedovertomeandpulledmeintoherarms.

Her:whathappened?



Me:IthoughtIcoulddoit.IthoughtIcouldlovehimtomakehimchangehisoldways.Ithought

Iwasenough.WhatdidInotsoforhimhuh?Iforgavehimwhenhewaswrong.IdideverythingI

couldandmorebutstill.Hewentonandmadeherpregnantbutthat'snotevenhalfofit,heled

hertosuicidetoo.Shekilledherbabybecauseofhim

Her:honeyyoudidn'tdoanythingwrong.Hedid.Youdidyourbestandforhimtonotseethat

andappreciateyouforit,it'sallonhimandnotyou.It'snotyouthatswrong,it'shim

Ijustsobbedinherchestandshebrushedmyback.Whydidithurtthismuch?Isthiswhat

happenswhenyoulovesomeone?Givingthemthepowertohurtyouthismuch?Makeyoucry

thismuch?Surelythiscan'tbelove?Right?ImeanI'mafoolforlovinghimstill.Ishouldhate

himwithapassionrightnowbutwhothehellamIkidding?Melohasmyheartonthepalmof

hishandandhejustkeepscrushingitandIlethim.

.
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S02E26–Melo

AfterYaya’sdramaticstormoutIwenttofindsomeonewhowouldtellmesomethingabout

MirandaandImetupwithherdoctor.Turnsoutshetriedtokillherselfbutinsteadshelostthe

baby,ifmemoryservesmecorrectshefellpregnantonthatnightIgotontheplaneatmidnight

andheadedtoYayawithouttellinganyone.It’stheonlytimeIcanthinkofandthedatesaddup.

DocsayshadYayanotgettherewhenshedidthenshewouldhavediedtoo,herpulsewastoo

weak.IwalkedtoherroomandIheardhersniffing,shewasfacingtheotherside.

Me:Icalledyourbrother

Shedidn’trespond.

Me:Why?

Iwassittinginfrontofherandshewascryingsilentlywithnothingbuttearsrollingdownher

cheeks.

Me:Mirandapleasejustanswerme

Her:Justgoaway.GotoyourgirlfriendMelokuhle.

Me:shedumpedmeok.Nowwhywouldyoutrykillyourself?Howdidyouevengetinsidemy



apartment?

Her:Iaskedyourlandlord

Me:sowhatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappenhuh?Youtrytokillyourselfandourbabyand

thenwhatmaybe?

Her:Idon’tknowDerrick.Idon’tknowok

Me:IthoughtIknewyoubutthis?ThiswaslowevenforyouMiranda.Oristhiswhatyou

wanted?TokillthechildyoucarryingsothatmaybeyouandIcouldfindcomfortineachother?

Grieveourbabytogether?

Iwashurt.Ma…actuallyscrewthatIwaspissedashell.Howcouldshehavebeensoselfish?I

knowIavoidedherandallbutshecouldhavetoldmeandIwouldhavemadeaplanformychild.

ItwasmineafterallandafterwhatKateandIwentthroughIactuallywantachildandam

willingtotakeresponsibility.Yayawontforgivemeforthisone,shewarnedmethatthiswasmy

lastchanceandIblewit.

Her:I’msorryMelo

Shesaidcryinguncontrollably,hertearsjustwouldn’tstopcoming.TothinkIthoughtIhad

feelingsforher,atthismomentIdidn’tcarethatshesurviveddeath,IjusthatedherandI

couldn’tstandher

Her:Itriedcallingyoubutyouwouldn’ttakemycalls

Me:youcouldhaveleftmevoicemailorsentmeamessageMiranda.Justsomething.Iwill

neverforgiveyouforthisIswear.ThisisbeyondmeMiranda,GodIhateyouforthis.

Istormedoutandbumpedintoherbrother,hetriedtostopmebutIgotintomycarbangingmy

doorandleanedinonthesteeringwheelcrying,Iwasactuallyintears.Iwascryingbecause

Yayamightnottakemeback,IletKatehaveanabortionandnowMirandakilledourchildand

alsoIhatedmyselfforhavingcheatedonYayawithherandOlona;nowsheIknowwouldn’t

surprisemelikethat.IdroveofftoYaya’splaceandparkedthenwenttoknock.Ledianswered

thedoor.

Her:woahyoulooklikeshiit.Everythingok?

Shesoundedconcernedina“Naledi”typeofway.

Me:canIseeYandiswa?

Her:she’ssleeping.Gouptoherroom

Judgingbyhernicenesstowardsmethenshehadn’theardyet,Yayahadn’ttoldheryetwhat

happened.Icomposedmyselfandwalkedintoherroomandherbedwasemptyonlyforherto

walkoutfromthebathroom.IwashopingIcouldconvincehertotalktome,atleastachance



toexplainmysideofthestorybutshewouldn’tgivemethetimeofday.Shewasasmuchofa

messasI.Shewashurtingasmuchasmeormaybeevenmoreandthatwasallonme.The

paininhereyeswasenoughtoconvincemethatsheneededspacetobeangryandmadatme

andprobablyhatemeintheprocess.Igottomycaranddrovehomeandwenttosleep.Around

8pmIwaswokenupbymyringingphoneanditwasmycousinLuc.

//Me:what?

Him:openthedoor

Me:nottoday

Him:Melokuhleyouknowwewontstopbangingonthisdooruntilyoucomethefuckout

Me:Niggaleave

“Melogetyourassouthere”

ThatwasSiya’svoicenodoubt.Theseguysdon’tgiveup

Me:bethereinaminute.//

Ididn’tevenwaitforthemtorespond.Iwenttowashmyfaceandmyeyesweren’tasred

anymorebutIdidlooklikeIhadbeencryingandtheseassholesweremosdefgoingtomake

funofmeinthisstate.Irinsedmymouthandwalkedouttoopenforthem.

Luc:aboutfuckingtime

Hepushedmeasideandwalkedin

Siya:getdressedwehittingtheclubs.Mygirlisback…wellourgirlisback,whereissheanyway?

Me:atherplace

Him:youlookterrible.Talktome

Isatonthehighchairandhehandedmeabottleofwaterfromthefridgeandstoodonthe

oppositeside

Me:Ifuckedup.Mirandahadamiscarriage

Him:whatsMir…wait.YouwerescrewingMirandatoo?Melokuhle!

Me:Iknow.Iknowok

Hewaspacingaround

Him:shewascarryingyourchild?

Inodded.Hestoodstillontheoppositeme



Him:how?

Me:Yayafoundherunconscioushereinmyapartmentandsoshecalledanambulance.She

dranksomepillsthatalmostkilledhertoointheprocess

Him:Damn.That’smessedupbro.SowhenYayaaskedmetopickherupshewasgoingto

checkuponMiranda?YourgirlfriendistoogoodforyouDerrick

Inodded

Him:youaresofucked.BecauseyoumybrotherIwontfuckyouupforthis.I’lltalktoher.Is

thereanyoneelseeitherthanOlonaandMiranda?

Ishookmyheadanddrankmywater

Luc:areyoupussiesseriouslycrying

Me:fuckyou.Ijustlostmegirl

Luc:whichiswhyyouneedtohittheclubs

Siya:ha.aLucnotnow

Luc:NOSiya.Heneedstogetlaidandforgetallaboutherandthinkaboutherwhenhe’sless

hurtandcleaner.Goshowerandgetcleanedup

KnowingLuchewontletthisgo.Maybeaclubwasgoingtomakemeforgetevenifitsfor5

minutes.Ineededastrongdrink.IwenttogetmyselfcleanedupandweheadedtoFloridaroad.

Wegottothisclubanditwaspacked,wegotatableandorderedsomeboozethenwechilled.

WewerejoinedbyAsange,Alungile,SihleandTom.Wewerechillingandsomegroupof3girls

askedtojoinusandtheguysletthem.Asange’twindidn’tjoinusbecausehewasbusywithhis

bae,AsangeandhisbaewerearguingandIdon’tknowabouttherest.Thisgirlsittingnextto

mewasalltouchyandthrowingsomeseriousvibes.Shewasprettyandgiftedbutshewasn’t

Yaya.Iaskedtoexcusemyselfandwenttothebarandorderedupashot,Igulpeditatonego

andthenturnedaroundandnoticedthegirlsdancing;girlsbeingYayaandAsemahle.Mytwin

andgirlfriendsurelitthestageupnodoubt,theyweredancingwithsomedudes.Ipaidand

walkedovertowheretheywereandgotinfrontofYayaandtookherhandtodance.Iwas

pissedthatshewasdancingwithsomeguyinaclub.

Ase:youhere

Shesaidroughingmyhairup,shewasdrunkthisone.YayaturnedaroundandIpulledtomy

body.Shewasmadatmebutshewastoosexyandmeandmydickwantedhersobad.The

dudehadbackedoff

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:drinking



Me:thenwhatdoesdrinkinghavetodowithyougrindingonsomeguy?

Her:leavemealoneMelokuhle

Me:notinamillionyearsYandiswa!IknowyoumadatmeandIdon’tblameyoubutletme

explain

Her:Melokuhlethisisnottheplace

Me:fine

Ipulledherbyherarmandwalkedwithheroutsidewithhertellingmetoletgooffherwhile

tryingtopullawayfrommygrip.WegotoutsidetomycarandIletgoofher,shefoldedher

armsinfrontofherchestpouting.

Me:poutallyouwant.Bythewayyoulookreallyhotrightnow

Sherolledhereyes

Her:Melokuhleitscold

Iunlockedmycarandopenedthedoorforherandshegotin,Iwentinthedriversseat

Me:stillcold?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:IsleptwithMirandaoncethatnightbeforeIgottoCali,weusedacondom.Iguessitbroke.

That’showsheprobablygotpregnantbutIsweartoyouitwasonce.Youbeingmadatmeis

understandbutonethingIwontacceptisyouendingthingswithmeYandiswa.Withoutyou

worldwouldcomecrumblingdownonme.Iwouldn’tbewhereIamtodaywithoutyouYandiswa

andIswearonmylifethatafterIgotbackfromCaliInevernotoncesleptwithanyoneorso

muchastouchedanothergirl.MafakuI’msorryIfuckedusupandIwillspendaneternitytrying

tomakeituptoyoujustaslongasyouforgivemeMine.Please

Ipleadedwithmyhandsinherandshelookedupatme,itwasonlythenthatInoticedthetears

rollingdownhercheeks.Iwipedhertearswithmythumbs

Me:pleasedon’tcryYaya.IalreadyhatemyselfforeverythingI’vedonetoruinus

Her:Melokuhleyouhurtme.HowamIexpectedtoreactwhenIwalkintoour,Imeanyourroom,

andfindyourhighschoolexwearingmyt-shirtthatIsleepinonabedthatyouandIshare,tell

mehowtoreactMelokuhle?HowdoIgetoverwhatIwalkedinto?Thepregnancytest.

Melokuhlethepoweryouholdoverherisscary,thisisnotthefirstgirlthattriedtokillherself

becauseofyouandI’mscaredMelokuhle,ifyoucanholdsomuchpoweroversomeonewho

ami?MelokuhleIdon’twanttobenext,Idon’twanttofindmyselfinahospitalbecauseofyou.

Iloveyouyes,alittletoomuchbutIcantdothis,shekilledherchildbecauseofyou

Me:Yandiswaplease



Her:I’msorryaboutyouchild,IreallyambutIcantMelokuhle.Icantbewithsomeonewho

makesgirlsdothingstheyneverthoughttheywoulddo.Idon’twanttofindmyselfinthesegirls

shoessomedayMelokuhle

ShetouchedmyfaceandIleanedinonhertouch.Shewipedthetearsthatwererollingdown

mycheek

Me:tellmewhattodotofixusYandiswaandspaceisoutofthequestion

Her:Melokuhle

Me:NoYandiswatellmehowtofixus

Shedidn’trespond.Istartedtheengineandlockedthedoors

Her:Melokuhlewhatthefuck

Ikeptquiet

Her:Melokuhlewherearewegoing?

Ikeptquietanddroveofftomyplace.WegottothecomplexandIgotoutofthecarandIwent

tohersideandopenedherdoor

Her:takemebacktotheclub

Me:No!

Shefoldedherarmsinfrontofherchest.Ileanedinandthecarandpulledheroutandputher

overmyshoulder,shestartedhittingmybacktellingmetoletgoofherandtoputherdown.I

lockedthecarandheadedtomyflatwithherkickingandscreaming.Iopenedthedoorand

walkedinsideandthenputheronthekitchencounterandstoodbetweenherlegsandkissed

herwhileshehitmetryingtopushmeawayfromherbutIdidn’tmove.Icontinuedkissingher

untilsheresponded,Istrippedherclothesoffnotbreakingthekissandshehelpedmetakeoff

mineandnextthingIknewitwewerebothnakedandIwaspondinghardonherandmoaningin

pleasure,Icouldfellherorgasm,Itookheroffthecounterandflippedheroverandmadeher

bendoverwhileIhititfrom behindwithmyhandscaressingherboobsandherlettingoutsoft

moans,shewasabouttocomewhenIpulledoutandflippedheroverpickingheruptakingher

totheloungewhereIgentlyputheronthecouchandwentinagainuntilwebothcamewithher

diggingonmybackandmebittingonhershoulder.Icollapsedontopofherbreathingheavily.

Whenshe’smadwealwayshaveanintenseworkout.

Her:Ihateyou

Ichuckled

Me:Iknow

Her:sexdoesn’tfixeverythingMelokuhle



Me:youwouldn’thaveorgasmedthatmuchifitdidn’t

Shechuckledandsodidi.herlaughwasweakandscreamedtiredness

Her:screwyouasshole

Me:IjustdidbutIdon’tmindgoingagain

Shehitme.

Her:I’mdrained

Me:wenotdonejustyet.We’llhaveasnackandthenI’llgoshowyouupstairsjusthowsorryI

am

Her:Meloyoubruisedme.I’mprobablyswollen

Me:I’llkissitbetterbaby

Isangimitatingrihannaandshegiggledandclickedhertongue.Ipulledoutandscoopedherup

andwenttoourroomandplacedheronthebedandthenwenttorunherabathwithbathsalts

andall,whenIwalkedintotheroomshewassleeping.ShewassoadorableItookafew

picturesbutmycamerasoundsgavemeaway

Her:stopthat

Me:yourwaterisready.Comewash

Her:aren’tyoujoiningme?

Me:I’mgoingtomakeussomethingtoeat.Iknowyouhaven’teatensinceyoulanded

Shelookeddown.Iknowheralltoowellthisone

Me:gowash

Shewalkedtothebathroomwhileipoppedsomefrozenlasagnaintheovenandtidedupfrom

thekitchentothelounge.ItookmyphoneandtextedmysistertellinghernotworryaboutYaya

andthatshewassafewithmeandthatsheshouldn’tgettoodrunk,alsotheguyswerethere

andsherespondedsayingcoolandtheywerewiththeguysalready.Toldmetotakecareof

Yayaandnothurtheragain.Ilockedmyphoneandputourclothesintothewashingbasketand

thenwenttocheckuponherwearingmybriefs.Istoodbythedoorandshewasrestingher

headbackonthebath.Iwhistledinappreciationandsheturnedtolookatmethenbitherlower

lip

Me:stopperving

Her:yousexy.ThoseCalvinKlienbriefsdon’tdoyouanyjustice

Ichuckled



Me:areyouhornyMissGxaba

Iwalkedinandshesmiledwithashrug

Her:maybe

Me:finishupwhileIcheckonourfood

Shepouted

Me:andgetoutofthiswaterbeforeyoucatchacold

Her:fine!

Iwalkedoutandputmyt-shirtonthebedforherandthenwalkedtothekitchentocheckonthe

foodwhichwasdone.Itookitoutanddishedforusthenpoureduswine.Shewalkedinwearing

thet-shirtIleftforher.ShesmiledandIsmiledatherinappreciation.Shetookthewineglasses

whileItookourplatesandfollowedhertotheloungeappreciatingtheview.Yepshewassexy.

Toosexy.

Her:stopstaring

Me:itsmine

Her:youhaven’tpaidforit

Me:IcanalwayshavemyparentssendalettertoMafakusenior

Her:ifthat’syouproposing.No

Me:No?

ShesatdownandIsatnexttoherandhandedherherplate

Her:no.justbecausewehadsexdoesn’tmeanI’moveryesterday’seventsMelokuhle

Me:Iunderstand.Whywouldyousaynotomarryingme?

Her:Iwouldn’tmarryyouwithoutfinishingmydegreeandhavingajobthatpayswell

Me:noted.

Her:Melokuhle

Me:Yes

Her:Areyouwhereyouhadimaginedyou’dbewhenyouwereakid?

Me:yesandevenfarthanIpictured.Whataboutyou?

Shestuffedhermouthwithfoodandnodded



Me:but?

Her:nobuts.

Me:whatsyouridealproposal?

Her:Idon’tknow.IguessIneverthoughtaboutme

Me:whatkindofgirlwereyougrowingup?

Her:growingupIneverimaginedmyselfinarelationship.SoIneversawmyselfgettingmarried,

sawmyselfasupersuccessfulartistwithacutebabygirl

Me:wherewouldyougetthebaby?

Her:adoptherorgotoaspermbankanddoivf

Inodded

Her:IknowIwasaweirdone

Me:andnowdoyoustillfeelthesame?

Her:thingshavechanged,I’vegrownupnow

Me:soyouwanttogetmarried?

Her:maybesomeday.Melomebeingherechangesnothing

Me:we’llseeaboutthat.

Whenweweredoneeatingwewashedthedishesandthenracedupstairs.Losergoesdownon

thewinner.IwonandshewentdowntoblowmebutIreturnedthefavorandthenwehadgood

mindblowinglovemakingthatleftbothofusdrained

.

.
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S02E27

DearGodwhycan’tIhatehim?DrunkorSoberhestillmanagestosweepmeoffmyfeet…

literally…Iwanttohatehim;LordknowsIwantto.Iwanttohatehissex.Hisscent.Histouch



thatsendschillsdownmyspineeverytime.Hislookwhenheshamelesslytellsmethathe’snot

goinganywhere.Hisvoice.Godhisvoicewhenhegetsallauthorativeandterritorialoverme.

Hiskiss,hiskisswhenhedoesn’tbegforitbuttakesitasthoughmymouthishistotake.I

wanttohatehim.Ireallydo.Iwanttohatethewayhelooks,thewayhetalks,thewayhe

dresses,thewayheeats,IwanttohateallofitbutIcan’tbringmyselfto.myheartwon’tletme.

Istareathimashesleepsbesiderestingmyheadonmyhandbalancingwithmyelbow.Even

whensleepinghe’seffortlesslydreamy,sodreamyIfindmyselfwantingtocapturethemoment.

StealhisiPhoneasgentleasIcouldandmuteitsothatnosoundismadewhenItakeapicture

ofhim.Thepictureisblackandwhite,evenifitwerecolourhewouldstilllookridiculously

handsome.Hislipsslightlyopenandpink,that’sMelo.Hislipsgivehimawaywhenhehadbeen

drinkingthepreviousnight.theygetallpinkandswellinaverysexyway.Ishapehisperfectly

shapedeyebrowswithmyindexfinger.Evengirlsdon’thavesuchperfecteyebrows.MrsBess

andMrBesssurelytooktheirprecioustimewhenmakingthismansleepingnexttome

Him:stopthat

Me:what?

Heremovesmyhandfromhisfaceandkissesit,Igigglelikeahighschoolteenager.I’mnot

evensupposedtobeherebutnowthatI’mhereIdon’twanttoleavethisplace.Idon’twantto

leavehisside.Hemessedup.Iwarnedhimitwashislastchance.Iknowmywarningcame

afterhehadalreadysleptwithherbuthowamIsupposedtolookpastthefactthatheslept

withherandthencalledmewithhersleepingonhisbed.HowdoImovepasttheeffecthehas

onthesegirlshe’ssleptwithbefore?HowdoIknowthatIwon’tenduplikeanyofthem?Thisis

thethirdgirlhe’smadepregnantinhislifeandthesecondtohavemiscarriedandcommitted

suicide.Thefirstonewasinhisfirstyearinvarsity,hecheatedonheranddideverythingMelois

doingtomesuchthatsheendeduphavingamiscarriageandthenlatershekilledherself.She

mayhavenotwrittenasuicidenoteoranythingbutMeloknowswhyshekilledherself,Melois

thereasonshecommittedsuicide.Andthere’sKate,asweetinnocentgirl.oneminute

everythingisgoinggoodintheirrelationshipandthenthenextthinghesleepswithsome

obsessedgirlonlytoenduppregnanttooexceptwithhershedoesn’tkillherselfbutwould

ratherkillthechildthantohaveanythingthattieshertohim.andnowthere’sMiranda.It’sa

pattern,getpregnantwithMelo’skidandyoueitherkillyourselforkillthebaby.Butevenwithall

ofthisIdon’thatehim,forsomereasonIwanttobelievethatIwon’tendupliketheothersand

thatI’mdifferent,helovesme,hewoulddiebeforeheletsanythinghappentomeandit’s

becauseofthatstupidbeliefthatI’mnexttohimwithmyhandinhis.Heletsgoofitandpulls

meinforakisswhichIverymuchrespondto.hebreaksitandstaresdeepintomyeyes

piercingthroughtomysoul.

Him:morningbeautiful

There’ssomethingabouthiseyesandthewayhe’slookingatmethatmakesmybodyreacta

certainway.

Me:morning



Iremovemyhandandrestonthepillowfacinghim.hesmiles.Thatsmilethatgivesme

butterflies.Heckitcreatesajungleinmytummy.Ialsosmileinvoluntary,it’scontagious.His

smileiscontagious.

Him:whatareyousmilingfor?

Me:whywereyousmiling?

Him:causeImissedthis.IlovewakinguplikethisandbecauseIneverwanttostopwakingup

tothissight

Ifoundmycheeksburning.Iwasblushing.Ilookedathimwithmyhand,thathehadkissed

makingitswaydowntohisD.hesmiled

Him:Ithoughtyou’dbetired

Ishakemyheadstrokingit,myhandslidingupanddownonit.hegroans

Him:dammitYandiswa

Ijustsmileandthengounderthecoverandplaywithitflickeringmytongueonthetip.Hecan’t

helpbutgroan.Iteasehimgivinghimahandjobthatmakeshimgroanharder.Ilookupathim

andhisheadistiltedbackenjoyingthepleasure.Iputitinmymouthandstartslidingitinand

outmakinghimspeakintongues.Hishandsareonmyhair.Igofaster,judgingbyhisgripon

myhairhe’sabouttocum,hepullsmyheadbackandIstartstrokingwithmyhands.Hecums.I

wipemyhandwithatowelandthenhepullsmeupandkissesmeslowlyandpassionatelywith

mesittingontopofhimgrindingonhisD.Icouldfeelitgohardonmyass,heflippedusover

sohewasontop.Hebrokethekissandlookedatmewithhisnowhalfopeneyesbutblood

shotred.

Him:ILoveyouMafaku

Idon’trespondbutinsteadIpullhiminforakissappreciatingwhathehadjustsaid.Heinserts

himselfwithoutwarmingmakingmegaspinhismouth,Ifeelhimsmirk.Thisguyiscocky.He

knowshowbigheisandyethealwaysdoesthat.Hedrovemetomyplacewithmewearinghis

t-shirtandhisboxers.AccordingtohimIlookedcute.WewerelisteningtoChrisBrownthe

albumX.

Him:youtookyouclothes’

Me:yep…

Henoddedandcontinueddriving.

Him:Yayaplease

Me:Ikindoffeellikewemovedtoooofast.Maybeifwehadtakenthingsalittleslowerthenwe

wouldn’tbefacingallofthis.Idon’tknowMelo.Oneminuteyouhappyandcommittedandthen



thenextyoubetweensomegirl’slegsdiggingyourwaytolordknows

Him:that’snotfair.Idon’tevengodownonthesegirlsYandiswa

Me:allyoudoisdrillthemandthat’sit.alliswellandallisforgottenright?

Him:it’snotevenlikethat.Idon’tknowYaya.Ialreadyhatemyself

Me:maybeifIdidn’tmakethingsthiseasyforyou,itwouldn’tbethiseasyforyoutocheat.If

thisdistancethingissohardforyouMelokuhlethenjustendthingsandstopbreakingmyheart

repeatedly

Him:I’mnotendinganythinghereYandiswa.

Me:Igaveyouspace.Igaveyoutimetofoolaroundandtoscrewanythingandeverythingthat

hasavaginabetweentheirlegssothatwhenyoucomebacktomeyouknowyoudonewithall

ofthat.MelokuhleI’m18,you20youallowedtogoaroundscrewingandhavingfunbutdon’tdo

thatatmyexpenseMelokuhle.I’mtired,it’ssickening,thiswholecryingoveryouallthetime.I

justwanttobeatpeaceandhappywithouthavingtoworrywhoyouscrewingwhileI’mbusting

myassoffinschooljustsoIcancomeback.

Hekeptquiet.IlookedouttoofthewindowsingingalongtoChrisBrownDrunkTexting.He

parkedinsidetheyardandlockedthedoor.

Him:YandiswaI’mdone,Ilearntmylesson.Youmeaneverythingtome

Me:thequestionishowlong?Imeanwhathappensifanewskirtcomesalongorablastfrom

thepastcomesalong?Itstiring.Let’sjusttakesometimeapartandseewhathappens

Him:fuckthatYandiswa!

Hesaidhittingthesteeringwheelandstartlingme.Ilookedathim

Him:don’tdothis

Me:wedon’thavetolosecontact.Ifyouwanttohavesexwithanyone,goahead.Ifyoumeant

formethenwe’llfindourwaytoeachother.Ihavetogopack,mybusleavesin2hours

Him:bus?

Me:I’mgoinghomeandmomisfetchingmeatthebusstation

Him:letmedriveyou

Me:nothanksMelo

Isaidshakingmyhead

Him:please



Me:youcandrivemetothebusstation

Hesighedandunlockedthedoors.Iopenedmydoorandheopenedhisandfollowedmeinside.

LediandAnitawereinthekitcheneating.

Me:morningbabies

Him:morningladies

Ledi:yourthingsareinyourroommami.HiMelo

Nita:hiMelo.Iseeyoutwomissedeachotherthatmuch

Hechuckled

Him:morethanyouknow.

Me:Ineedtochange

Ledi:waitup

WewalkeduptogetherandleftMelowithNita,ifanyonecankeephimentertaineditsNitamore

thanLedibecauseLediwon’tbeabletokeepwhateverangershehastowardshimtoherself.

Wegotintomyroomandshelockedthedoor.Shehadalotshewantedtosay

.

.

-Naledi

Mybestfriendisdickwhipped.Howelsedoyouexplaintheamountoftimessheforgivesthis

guy?

Her:NotnowNalediplease

Me:I’lldothetalkingandyou’lllisten

ShewalkedtoherclosetandIfollowedbehindhersatontheottomaninhercloser,shestarted

takingoffherclothes’,wellMelo’sclothes’.

Me:justyesterdayyouwerecryingandsayinghowmuchyouhatehimandthenthenextday

youwalkinwearinghisclothes’.Thisguyhasyouwrappedaroundhisfingermyfriend.

YandiswaIhateseeyoucryingbecauseofhim,Iunderstandyoulovehimandhemakesyou

happybutthathappinesshasatimeframe.Oneminuteyouhappyandthenextyoucrying.I

hatethat.Ireallydo,I’mnotsayingendthings.Justtakeabreakfromhim.maybethingsmight

justworkandhewon’tche…

Her:ItoldhimIneededspace



Knowingmyfriend,aslongasMeloandherareinthesametown.Melowillusehisdickto

apologiseandmyfriendwillforgivehimeasily.Ilovethatshe’sinloveandallbutsheandMelo

movedwaytoofast,justbecausetheywaitedtohavesexitdoesn’tchangeanything.Istillfeel

liketheymovedtofast.Ithasn’tevenbeen6monthsorayearandalreadytheyhavingsex

withoutacondom.I’mworriedthattheyusesextoescaperealconversationsthatmightjust

buildtheirrelationship.

Me:what?

Her:weonabreak.He’sonlytakingmeoutforbreakfastandaccompanyingmetothebus

stationandthenthat’sit

Me:reallynow?

Weallknowthatthissocalledbreakwon’tlast.Theminuteshecomesbackfromhomeherand

Melowillhavesexandeverythingwillbeforgivenandforgotten.Idon’tknow.it’snotan

addictionbutIdothinkthattheyobsessedwitheachotheroroneofthemisobsessedwiththe

other.Idon’tknowbutallIknowisthatIamworriedabouther.ShewaswearingHighwaist

bluejeggings,blackthighbook,blackvesttuckedinandadenimjacket.Shewenttositbyher

mirrortofixherweave

Me:fine.SothismorningIwokeupandfoundSiyainourkitchen

Her:doingwhat?

Me:heslepthere.HeandAnitaaresleepingtogether

Sheturnedandlookedatmewithclearshockwrittenonherface

Her:youlie!ButthenagainSiyaisagoodguyforher

Me:yepheis.Hesayshe’sinlovewithher

Her:Bonkewillthrowfit!

Me:speakingofthatonehe’sbeenbeggingforlovebackandcreepinguponNita

Her:whatdoyoumeancreepingonNita?

Me:he’sgettingallobsessedandpossessive.ThreateningwhateverguyheseesAnitawith,you

knowthosesillythings.Ohandhe’sbeenstalkinghertoo

Her:that’snotrightLedi.

Me:yeahIknow.Nitaissuperfreakedout.he’salsobeenthreateningher.tellingherthathewill

killwhoevertriestogetclosewithher

Her:that’scrazy.



Inodded

Me:sowhenareyoucomingback?

Her:Wednesday

Me:shiitthat’sfar

Her:I’dcomebackFridaybutIneedtotalkto“daddy”aboutthisLathithathing.Melotoldmehe

sawthemFridaynightallcosyandstuff.

Me:theypublic?Damnthatbitchgotguts

Her:thatmanhasarep,onegossipblupandhispreachingcareerisover

Me:damn

Whenshewasdone,shegotuptolookatherselfinthelongmirror.Shewasonfleek!She

packedupaminibagandputMelo’sthingsinapaperbagandthenweheadeddownstairs.Nita

andMelowerechatting.Theyseemedtogetalong.

.

.

MeloandNitaweretalkingaboutbabies.Nitawastellinghimabouthowmuchbeingpregnant

suckscauseshecan’tgoclubbingordrinkorbendproperlyandstuff.Meloseemedfascinated

bythiswholebabytalk.Helookedupatmewithhismouthhalfopened.Nitawastalkingto

herself

Nita:youlookbeautifulMami

Me:thankshone.Readytogo?

Nitanudgedhimwithherelbowandhesmiledandanswered

Him:yeahready

Hetookmybagandwalkedout.wealllookedateachotherandlaughed

Nita:wow.

Ledi:I’msoproudofyourightnow

Nita:niggawasspeechless.Yayayouabonergiver

Me:thanksladies

IhuggedeachofthemandsaidmygoodbyesthenwalkedouttoMelowhowasalreadyinthe

car,hewaspressinghisphoneandlisteningtoladyinaglassdress.IthinkIstartledhimwhenI



openedthedoor.Heputhisphoneonthecupholderbetweenus.

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou

Him:goteverything?Evenyourticket?

Me:I’llgetitthere

Henoddedanddroveofftogateway.WewenttoSpurandhadanicemealoveralightawkward

conversation.Itwasjustweird.

Me:thingsdon’thavetobelikethisbetweenus

Him:youdumpedmeandyouwon’tletmedriveyouhome

Me:sowhat?Yousulking.Youlookcutebytheway

Him:fuckyou!

Hesaidwithhismiddlefingerraisedinfrontofmyface.Ipulleditlaughingathim

Him:letgoofme

Me:smilefirst

Hecouldn’thelpbutchuckle.Isawasmilecreepoutofhismouth.Heclickedhistongue.Itook

apictureofhim.Justthenmyphoneranganditwasthismanwhopeoplecallmyfather.I

declined

Him:andthen?

Me:myfather

Hecalledagain

Him:answertheguyandhearhimout

Irolledmyeyesandanswered.

//Him:helloYandiswa

Me:Hi

Him:howareyou?

Me:good

Him:uhhm…Iheardyouintown



Me:yeah

Him:yourmotherwantstoseeyou,anychanceyoucancomefordinner?

Me:I’monmywaytoMthathatovisitmymother.Ifyourwifewantstoseemeshe’llcallme

Melogavemethatlookofhis

Him:okfine

Me:istheresomethingyouwantedtotellmemaybe?

Him:nonethatIcanthinkoff

Me:okcool.Bye//

Melolookedatmeandshookhishead

Me:What?

Him:Igetityoumadhe’sdatingyourfriendbutyoudidn’thavetoberude.He’sstillyourfather

andolderthanyou

Me:I’llsendhimatextlater

Him:no.you’llcallhimandapologise

Irolledmyeyesandstuffedmymouthwithonionringssoastoavoidthis.hetookmyphone

andhandedittome.Ishookmyheadandpointedatmymouth,hechuckledandatehisfood

Me:IwilltexthimwhenIgetonthebus

Him:Ididn’tsayanything.MrsBessmissesyou

Me:I’llvisitherwhenigetback

Henodded.Wefinishedeatingandhesettledthebillthenwewenttobuytravelgoodies,wellhe

insistedwedoandthenhesentmecashandwedrovetothebusstationlisteningtodon’tbe

gonetoolong.Icouldn’thelpbutchuckleatitsrelevancebecausehewasbeggingmenottobe

gonetoolong.HekeptsingingitandrepeatingituntilwegottothebusstationandIwentto

fetchmyticket.Ihad30minutesbeforeleaving.Weweresittinginhiscarlisteningtomusic.

Him:yougonnabelate

Me:Iknow

Him:wewouldn’twantthatnow

Me:yeah.



HepulledmeinforakissandIrespondedtoitwillingly.Breakornot,he’smineandIwillnever

saynotohislips.Hewalkedmetothebuswhilepeoplewereboarding,hehuggedmeasifhe

wasnevergoingtoseemeagain,itwascutehowclingyhewas.Peoplekeptcomplimenting

howadorableweweretogetherandI’dsayweweren’twhichhefoughtsohard.Igotinandsat

bythewindowandwavedathimuntilIcouldn’tseehimanymore.

.

.
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S02E28-Melo

Whywon'tshehateme?Whywon'tIlethergoaftersomanytimesshe'striedtopushmeaway?

IhatemyselffortheshiitIputherthroughandIwantthingstochange,Iwanttobeabletolet

hergobutI'mscaredthatshemightjustmeetsomeonewhoiseverythingi'mnot.Watching

thatbusdriveoffwithherwaspainful.Iwasonlygoingtoseeherwhenshegetsback,that'sif

hermotherdoesn'tconvinceherI'mnotworthyofherandshedeservesbetter.IdrovetoMrs

Bess'shouseandparkedinsidetheyardthenwentinthehouse.Shewasintheloungecuddled

upwatchingwhateverandbusygigglingonherphone.

Me:morningMrsBess

Her:ohheybaby.Comegivemommyakiss

Ikissedhercheekandsatnexttohergreetingherproperly.

Me:sowhoyouchattingto?

Her:myhusband...Duh!

Me:Iwouldn'tknow,maybeyoufoundyourselfaben10

Sheshovedmyshoulder

Her:honeyhaveyouseenyourfather?Ain'tnoben10thatcomparestohim.Thatmancando

thingsevenyoukidscan't

Me:eewumom!Ididnotneedtoknowthat!Whereishe?

Her:hehadtoflytoJoburgtoattendsomeemergency,he'llbebacktonight

Me:whereiseveryoneelse?



Her:Iyanaisatherboyfriend'splaceandAsemahleisinherroom,shecameinthismorning

Inodded

Her:youok?

Sheputherphonedownandputherlegsonmylap.Shehadthatmotherlyconcernedtoneof

hers.

Me:wheredoIevenstart?

Her:thebeginning

Me:don'tjudgeanddon'thitmemom

Her:Imakenopromises.Itwillalldepend

Me:afterYayaleftIstartedsleepingwithOlona,agirlIusedtobefriendswithbenefitswith,I

startedgettingdistanttoYayaandlyingbecausetheguiltwasunbearable,shehadher

suspicionsthatIwascheatingandsoshecalleditquitsorgavemeabreak.Iwentontobump

intoMiranda,myhighschoolgirlfriendwhomovedoutofthecountry.WellsheandIhaddinner

andwetookittohotelandwehadsex,thatwasamonthagoonthenightIwenttovisitYaya.

YayaandIdidn'treallyspeakofit,shejusttoldmethatthiswasmylastchanceandthatshe

forgivesmeandthatwasit.ThingsinCaliweregoodbetweenus,wewerehappyandwewere

us.YesterdayshecamebacktomyapartmenttofindMirandafacedownonthebedwitha

pregnancystickwithtwolinesandanemptybottleofpills.Shecalledanambulanceandthey

gotthereandrushedhertothehospital,MirandahadamiscarriageandasforYaya,shewas

pissedandhurtandangry..yougetthepoint.ShetoldmethatsheandIneedabreakbecause

thisisnotright,I'mconstantlybreakingherheartofwhichIknowthatbutthistimearoundit

wasn'tonpurposebecauseMiraandIusedacondomandthelasttimeweslepttogetherwasa

monthagoandInevernotoncecheatedonYayaagainafterthat.I'mascrewup,Iknowbut

momIcan'tloseher.Idon'twanttoloseher,thatwomaniseverythinggood.She'severythingI

needinmylife.Sothat'sthat...

Her:IsaidIwouldtrynottohityoubutI'msotemptedtoslapthedaylightsoutofyou.Whoare

youandwhathappenedtomysweetson?Youareliterallynothinglikeyourfather.Idon'teven

knowwherethingswentsouthbecauseyourfatherandIspendourwholelivestryingtoshow

youandyoursiblingswhatloveis.YourfatherandIhaveproblemslikeanynormalcoupledoes

butnotoncedoweleaveeachothertofinddickthat'sbetterorpussythat'sbetterbecauseit's

notworthitattheendoftheday.Yourfatherleavesmetogoonbusinesstripsthatarethree

monthslongorsometimesIleavehimandasmuchasthetemptationisthere,it'snotworthit.

YouluckybabybecausemnaIwouldhavedumpedyourassalongtimeago.Yououchea

sleepingwithallofthesegirlsbecauseofsomestupidbeliefthatyouhaveneedsbutsodoes

Yandiswaandunlikeyoushecancontrolherself,somethingyouclearlyknownothingabout.I'm

reallymadatyouMelokuhle,Ithoughtyoubetterthanthis.LetYandiswagoifyoucan'ttreather

thewayshedeserves.Actuallyyoucan'ttreatherassheshouldbesoletgoofherMelokuhle



andfocusonfindingyourselfandwhatyoutrulywantinlife.Whenyoureadyforher,you'llgoon

andtrygetherback.Fornowjustlethergobaby,forherowngood.

Ishookmyhead.LettinggoofYayaisn'teasy.Idon'twanttoletgoofher.Iloveher

Her:don't

Me:nomomIloveher

Her:loveisn'tenough.LoveismoreaboutactionsthanitisaboutsayingthewordsMelokuhle.

This,thisisnotlove.Thisispossession,somekindofobsessionoraddiction.You'llbetheone

tofigureoutwhichiswhich.Lovedoesn'thurt,loveisahappyfeeling,loveovercomes

temptations,loveiseverythingbutit'sdefinitelynotthisthingyoutwoaredoing.Bothofyouare

youngandthelastthingyoushouldbedoingisthis.LetthatchildgoMelokuhle,shedeserves

better

Ikeptquiet.Shewasright,maybeIshouldlethergo...fornow.Justgiveherspaceandtimeto

figureeverythingout.

Her:Iunderstandyouloveherandithurtsbutbabydoitforher,saveherfromthisheartbreak

youcausingher.It'sbeentoomuchMeloandithasn'tevenbeenthatlong.

Inodded.NowIknowwhattodoIguess.Hardasit,painfulasitis,ithastobedoneforboth

oursakes.Nomorefoolingaround.

.

.

-Asemahle

What'sthefirstthingyoudowhenyouwakeupinabedyoudon'trecognise,apillowthat's

nothingliketheoneyouusedto,wallsyou'veneverseenbeforeandblanketsthatsmellnothing

liketheonesyouareusedto.Firstinstinctistocheckifyounakedornotright?Ipeakedunder

theblanketsandIwasstillfullydressedandmyvaginawasstillnormalandnotsoresorape

hasbeentickedoffthelist.Iflippedoverandtherewasnooneontheothersideofthebed,

that'sarelief.Itriedtositupandmyheadfeltheavy.Iturnedtothesideandtherewasaglass

ofwaterandabottleofpillswritten"hangovercure"Iwasalittlesceptical,Imanagedtoget

myselftositup.Therewasaknockonthedoor.Thisroomwasbig,almostthesizeofmy

parentsroom.Itwasheavenly.

Me:comein

Anoldladywalkedin,dressedinuniform,sheprobablyworkshere,waitamIinahotel?how'dI

gethere?Whywouldmyfriendsandsisterletmeleavewithastranger?

Her:goodmorningMissBess,MrCrainetoldmetobringyouthisandhetoldmetotellyou

drinkthosepillsonthesideofthetable



Ok?Thesurnamedoesn'tringabellatall.Sheputthefoodonthetable.

Me:MrCraine?

Her:yesMrJamesCraine.

Ijustnodded.

Me:whereisMrCraine?

Her:hehadtorushtothesurgerybutheshouldbebacknow

HowlongwasIout?

Me:howlonghashebeengone?

Her:anhournow

Me:okthankyou

Her:eatMissBess

Withthatshewalkedout.Ilookedaroundandspottedmypurse.Igotoutofthebedandtook

thiscurethenwenttotakemybag.IsearchedthroughitandIhadadozenmissedcallsand

texts.Icalledmysister.

//Her:gladtoknowyoustillalive

Me:don'tgivemethatcrapIyana.Youletmeleavewithastranger

Her:Jamesisnotastranger.HeandIwenttovarsitytogether,youmethimlastnightandyou

didn'twanttoleavesoheofferedtotakeyoubecauseyouweregoingonandonabouthow

momwasgoingtomurderyouifyourockedupdrunk

Me:couldhavetakenmewithyou

Her:Itriedbutyoudidn'twanttoleavewithus,saidyoudidn'twanttobethethirdwheel

Isighed.Imusthavebeenreallysloshedthen.

Me:okfine.I'llcallyouwhenIgethome

Her:I'msorrybutJameswouldneverdoanythingtohurtyoubabe

Me:wellhedidn'teventouchmyclothessoIguess

Her:exactly.Yousafe

Inodded

Her:byebabe



Me:bye//

JustthenthedooropenedandGoodGodhavemercy!ThiswastheJames?Hewas...what's

theword?dreamy.Yummy.Allsortsofwordsyoucanusetodescribeacreaturethatshould

notexist.Hiseyeswereoceanblue,hishairwasshortandblack,hehadahaircut.Hislipswere

pinkandsmall,welltheywerejustright.Hewasjustoutofthisworld!

Him:morning

Iwasbroughtbacktorealitybyhisboldhoarsevoice.Itwasverysexy.Hewaswearingblue

jeansandawhitet-shirtwithanmd.Hewaseffortlesslyhandsomel.

Me:morning.

Him:eatupsoIcandriveyouhome.Yoursistersbeenonmycase

Me:i'lleatathome

Him:no,you'lleathereandthenIwilldriveyouhome

Ishothimalook,howdarehecommandsme?

Him:wecanstayinthisroomalldayifneedbebutwenotgoinganywhereuntilyoueat.Him

beforeyouthreatenmeaboutwhoyourfatheris,he'snotevenintown.

Ok?Howdidheknow?Therewassomethingabouthim.Idon'tknowwhatitisbuttherewas

justsomethingabouthim.Isatmylittleassdownandstartedeating,hesatoppositemeand

atefrommyplate

Him:youcanjustkeepstealingglancesatmeoryoucanaskmewhateverisyouwanttoask

me

Me:howoldareyou?

Him:25

Me:whatdoyoudoforaliving?

Him:i'mageneralpractitioner

Me:howdoyouknowmeandmysister?

Him:Iknowyouthroughyoursister,wewenttothesameuniversity.

Inodded

Him:soforyou,Icouldn'tkeepmyeyesoffyoulastnightthesamewayIcan'tkeepthemoff

yourightnowMelody.Yousobeautiful

Iblushedlookingdown.Icouldstillfeelhiseyeson.



Him:finishupsoyoursisterwon'tbitemyheadoff...again

Me:what'sthetime?

Him:halfpast9

Inoddedfinishingupmyfoodwhilehepressedhisphonestealingglancesatmewheneverhe

could.WhenIwasdonehehelpedmewearmyshoesandthenwewalkedoutleavingthebed

asitwas.Weheadeddownthestairsandwalkedtotheelevator.Ok...helivesinapenthouse,a

hugeoneforthatmatter.WegotdownstairsandheunlockedablackBentley.Heopenedthe

passengerdoorformeandcloseditthenwentI'mhissideandwedroveoff.Hewaslisteningto

acompiledplaylist.

Him:youokwiththemusicoryouwanttopluginyourphone?

Me:it'sfine

ThecurrentsongplayingwasTheWeeknd-Angelandhewassingingalonginaverylowvoice.

Wegottomyhomeandheparkedoutsidetheyard.

Him:Ihopetoseeyouagainsometime

Ijustnoddedandgotoff.Imetmomonthekitchen,shewaswearingshortsaddad'st-shirt.

Thiswoman.Shewasallkindsofsexyfora40-somethingyearold.

Her:wellmorningstranger

Me:morningmom

Her:Itakeitlastnightwaslit

Me:itwas

Her:cool

Shesaidwalkingout.Okthatwasawkwardevenforher,noquestions?Nonothing.Wassheok?

Sheseemedhappybutstill.MomaskingnoquestionswhenIknowforafactthatshesawacar

dropmeoff,wellthere'samonitorinthekitchenconnectedtothecameraoutsidethegate.I

wentuptomyroomtoshowerandgetdressedcomfortable.Itookmyphoneandsearchedhim

onFacebookbuttherewasn'tmuchthere,Itriedtwitterandinstabutnothing.Hisaccounts

wereprivate.JustthenIgotaninstagramnotification,herequestedtofollowme,Iaccepted

andfollowedhimbackandheacceptedsoIwentthroughhispictures.Hehadsomany

followersyetsolittlepictures.Therewasonly12pictures.

.

.
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The6hourdrivetoMthathafeltlikeaneternity.OnthewayhomeIwaschattingtomyfriends.

IsitcrazythatNaledi,Ash,Serena,AnitaandIhaveawhatsappgroupandthesepeoplehaven't

evenmetyet?Ithinkit'scrazy.EventuallymybuscametoastandstillatUltracityshell.Icalled

momwhosaidshewasalreadyhereintheparkinglot.Itwasjustafter5pm.

Me:mummy

Wesharedahugstandingoutsidehercarembracingeachother.

Her:howareyoubaby?

Shesaidholdingmeatarmslength.Shelookedbeautiful.Idon'tblamedad'swifeforfeeling

threatening.Shewasagoddess.Momwasbetweenasize32anda34.

Me:i'mgoodmomandhowareyou?

Her:youlostweight.YoulookbeautifulbutyoulostweightMafaku.Haven'tyoubeeneating?

Areyouhavingrelationshipproblems?

Me:momcomeon.I'mhungry,canwebuysomethingtoeatandgohome?

Her:yep.Relationshipproblems.Whatdidhedo?

Me:we'lltalkathome.Canwejustgo.Youlookbeautifulbytheway

Her:thankyou,youtoo.Ijustgotbackfromadate

Wewereinsidehercarnow.Shestartedhercaranddroveoff

Me:adatewithwho?

Her:someboringguy.GoshIwishIhadn'tgoneoutwithhim.Youeversitwithsomeoneandall

youcanthinkofishowyouneverwanttoseethemagain

Ijustlaughedather.Thiswomanjustsomethingelse,shehadsomuchattitudegoingon.

Me:sowheredidhetakeyou?

Her:mike'skitchensoatleasthehassomecash-nyana

SheparkedatplazaontheWesternparkingandwebothgotout.



Her:beautywithoutbrains.Likehewastoodumbanduneducatedforme

Me:poorthing.Why'dyougooutwithhiminthefirstplace?

Her:wemetviaafriend.He'sinthesetenderthings,he'sanolalionanotherlevel.Probablygot

atenderthroughconnections,dumbasshole!

Shewassopisseditwasentertainingtowatch.Shewaspink.

Her:whereto?

Me:checkers,fish&chipsandthenpizza

Her:areyoupregnantchild?CauseifyouareIwillwhoopthatassyou'llwishyouneveropened

yourlegs!Fish&Chipsisalreadyclosed

Shehadastraightfaceallofasudden.IunderstandtheconcernbutallIneededwascomfort

foodthat'sallandajointbutIcan'tsmokeanywhenI'mhome.

Me:i'mnotpregnantmomIjustneedcomfortfoodthat'sall

Her:forwhat?

Me:reallymom

Her:ifI'mpayingforanyofthis"comfortfood"thenyoubetterstarttalking

Me:don'tworryit'snotyourmoneymom

Shegavemeaquestioninglook,itwassouncomfortablereally.

Me:Idon'thaveablesserifthat'swhatyouthinking.MelosentmecashtocomebacktoSA

andhesentmemoretocomehere

Her:thisboyisdoingthemost

Me:momplease.Notnow

Her:I'mjustsaying.ForyoursakeIhopeyoubeinghonest

Me:whywouldIliemom?

Sheshrugged.Wepaidwitheveryonetellinguswelooksomuchalikeeverychancetheygot.It

wasannoyingtobothofus,weknowwelookalike,wedon'tneedareminder.Wegotto

DebonairesplacedanorderandthenwenttoWimpyandplacedanotherorderthenwenttoput

thejunkinthecar.

Her:what'sgoingonYandiswa?

Me:momnodisrespectbutcanwehavethisconversationwhenwegethomeplease



Sheraisedherhandsupinsurrender.Igotoutandwenttocheckontheorders.Myphonerang

anditwasMelo,speakingofhimIhaven'tbeenansweringhiscallsortexts.Iansweredhimthis

timearound

//Him:areyouok?WhatthehellYandiswa?

Me:MelokuhlecalmdownI'mfine.I'matthemallwithmymomchill

Him:youcouldhavesentatextatleastsayingyougotthesafe.Iwasworriedaboutyou

Me:i'msorry.

Him:howwasyourtrip?

Me:liberating.Hadsometimewithmythoughts

Him:oh

Me:yeah

Him:afterdroppingyouoffIwentoveratmom's

Me:ok?

Him:youstillatthemall?

Me:yeah.LetstalkwhenIgethomeyeah?

Him:goodidea.CallmeYandiswa

Me:IwillMelokuhle!

Him:bye

Me:bye//

Wellhe'sgrumpyfornoreason.IwonderwhatheandMrsBessspokeaboutthatgothimso

workedupandallgrumpy.Iwaitedonmyorderswhiletexting

"YandiswaGxaba"

Ilookedupatwhoeverthispersonwas.Itwasablastfromthepast.Igotuptohughim,he

pickedmeupandspunmearound.Heputnedownandplantedakissonmyforehead

Me:OhMyGodSisekoJwarha!It'sbeenages

Him:ithasn'tifyouageinglikethis.Youstillbeautiful

Me:andyoustillaflirt.Youlookgood,church?

Him:yep.Damn!Whataboutyou?



Me:justgothome

Him:sawyourFacebook.Youbowling

Me:hahahawhat?No!

Him:Eiffeltower,timesquare...girlplease

Me:IknowpeopleIguess

Him:weshoulddolunch.Wehavealottotalkabout

Me:yeahwedo.BuddyIshouldgo

Theywerecallingmyordernumber.

Him:letsgothen...don'tgivemethatlook,IonlycameherecauseIsawyoufromthewindow.

Hetookthepizzaandcarriedit.WewalkedtoWimpy

Him:Ithoughtyoulivedwithyourmomonly

Me:Ido

Him:wimpy?

Me:cravings

Him:periods?

Me:probably

Him:Ifeelsorryforyourboyfriend.Poorthingprobablystopseverythingjustsoyourcravings

aresatisfied

Me:comeonI'mnotthatbad

Him:youthink?

Sisekoisthatfriendthat'sdeepinthefriendzone,sodeephe'slikeabrother.Inhighschool

peoplethoughtweweredatingbutnope.Iintimidatedhisgirlfriends,butitwasforhisown

good.NowSiyaisthatguyinmylife.Wegottomom'scarandhegreetedbeforehuggingme

goodbye.IgotaFacebooknotification,hehadtaggedmeinapicturewetookwhilewalkingto

thecar.IsmiledtomyselfthinkingofMelowhowouldcallmetheminutehesawthepicture.He

canbesojealous.Hiscaptionwas"ablastfromthepast<3.Mymunchiesstilllooksgood"he

insertedinloveemojies.Thisguywasgonnagetmedumped.Hecalledmemunchiesbecause

oftheweedandbecauseofmycravings,onesheusedtosatisfyallthetime.

Mom:Ididn'tknowhewasback



Me:neitherdidi.Hesawmeatdebonairesandcamein

Her:youabusedthatboy

Me:never!Hedidthethingshedidbychoice

Her:youtookoutyourmoodsonthepoorkidYandiswa

Me:ohmom.CanwegetaMcFlurry

Her:youbetterbeonyourperiods!

Shesaiddrivinginthedrivethru.Wegotourorderanddrovehome.Iwenttochargemyphone

andthenwenttojoinmominherwarmroomwiththepizza.Shewasinherblanketswatching

TV.Thesetelemundothings.

Her:so?

Me:don'tshout,Ijustneedmymomrightnow

Her:ok

ItoldherEVERYTHING.FrombeforeIleftforCalitoyesterday'sMirandaSuicidewelcome.I

wascryingnow.Shejustpulledmeinforahugandbrushedmyback.Iwasprobablygettingmy

period,theamountoftearsIhavewhenI'mgoingtobeonmyperiodsistoomuch.

Me:whatdoyouthinkIshoulddo?Ican'tbringmyselftodumphim.Ijust...Idon'tknow.he'sa

weakness,he'smyweakness.

Her:you'velethimbecomeyourweaknessbaby.I'myourmotherandIraisedyoubetterthan

this.Iunderstandthiswholefirstlovethingbecausei'vebeentherebeforebutbabyyouneeda

break.Thisistoomuchdramaforyoutotakein.Youlovehim,IgetitbutSthandwaSamthis

boyisconstantlyhurtingyouknowingverywellthatyougoingtoforgivehimorcomearound

eventually.Forhimtochangeheneedstoseethatyoucanlivewithouthim.Heneedstoknow

thatyoudon'tneedhimforyourlifetobecomplete.Babydon'tletamanhavethismuchpower

overyou,it'snotright.It'snotgoodforyou

Ijustnodded.Momknowsbestafterall

Her:Iseewhyyouneededthejunk

Webothlaughed

Her:pleasedon'tletthisboyhurtyoulikethis.Idon'twanttoseeyoucrylikethisbecauseof

him.Pleasejustgatherstrengthandtakeabreakfromhim.Beitamonthorayearbutyouneed

sometimeawayfromhim.Itwilldoyougood.

Igotoutofherarmsandstuffedmyselfwithpizza,shejustlaughedatme.



Me:don'tjudge.Yousaidityourself,Ilostweight

Shejustnoddedlaughing.

Me:sowhenareyoucomingtoCali?

Her:notinamillionyears

Me:Mom!

Her:whenIhavemoney

Me:wellI'vebeenselectedwithtwootherstudentsinmyclasstogorepresentouruniversityI'm

Washington

Her:babythat'samazing!When?

Me:thefinalshowwillbeinAugustthefirstweekendofAugust

Her:I'msothere.BabyI'msoproudofyou

ShepulledmeinforahugsqueezingmesotightIcouldbarelybreathe.Thiswoman

Her:Iwanttickets.Iwillclearmyscheduletobethere

Sheletgoofme.Shewassohappyandexcitedforme.Mynumberonesupporter.Shekissed

mycheek.

Her:thisisamazing.Youaregoingfar!TothinkIdoubtedyouchoosingart

Me:geezmom

Her:Iwasworriedok!NowI'mproudofyou.

Me:right.IneedtocallLediandtellherI'mhomesafebeforeshestartscallingyou

Her:andthatoneiscapable

Iwalkedouttomyroomwhichwasoppositeherandfoundmyphonewithadozenmissedcalls

fromLedi,Melo,AshandSiseko...wellitwasanunnamednumbersoI'mguessingit'shim.i

conferencecalledLediandAshtellingthemtonotpanicIwasstillaliveandwell.thenIcalled

Sisekotellinghimwewouldmeetuptomorrowforlunchanditwasonme...Iowehimforthe

troubleI'veputhimthroughinthepast.aftercallinghimcamethehardestcallofthemall...

Melo.

//Me:heybabe

Him:hi

Me:Sisekoisjustafriend.Chill!



Him:mh

Me:don't.Justdon'tMelocauseheandIliterallygrewuptogether

Him:fine

Me:sowhatdidyouandMrsBesstalkabout?

Him:ItoldMrsBesseverythingthat'shappenedandshethinksweshouldtakeabreak.She

saysIoweittoyouforwhatI'veputyouthrough

Me:allI'mhearingisMrsBesssaidthisorthinksthis...I'mnotdatingher,I'mdatingyou

Him:Ithinkshehasapoint.AsmuchasIdon'twanttobutshe'sright.I'veputyouthroughalot

ofcrapIhadpromisedyouIwouldn'tandI'msorryforitall.Ihatemyselfasitisandihate

myselfevenmorefordoingthisoverthephonebecauseIknowverywellthatinpersonI

wouldn'tbeabletodoit

Hisvoicesoundedlikeitwasreadytobreak.Hesoundedlikehewasabouttocry.Icanalready

picturehimwithhiseyesallredandhisearsallpink.

Me:momsaidthesame.SthandwaSamwetoxictoeachother,wecan'tsolveanythingwithout

involvingsex.Wecannothaveaproperconversationwithouttearingupeachother'sclothes.I

don'twanttodothistoobutit'ssomethingwebothhavetodo.I'msorry

There'swassilenceforsometime.Noneofuswantedtoendthecall.Wewerejustlisteningto

eachotherssniffs

Him:NdiyakuthandaMafaku

Me:IloveyoutooMelokuhle

Him:we'lltalkwhenyougetback

Me:Melo

Him:whateverthisisdoesn'tmeanwecan'tmeetupforlunchandjusthaveachat.Youstillmy

bestfriendYandiswa.Thischangesnothing

Me:okMelo

Him:gobacktoyourmom,we'llchatonwhatsapplaterok?

Me:ok

Him:thisdoesn'tmeanyouallowedtodateanyone

Ichuckled

Me:sameappliestoyoutoo.ByeMelo



Him:byeYaya//

Igotoutlaughing.Thisguywasmad.Oneminutewecryingandthenexthe'sorderingme

around.Ihopethisworks.Forbothoursakes.Iwenttomakeushotchocolateandthenwent

backtomom'sroom.Iwasgonefortwohoursstraight,blametheconferencecallandSiseko.I

handedherhermugandthenputmineonthepedestalandduginonmywimpymeal.Thiswas

heavenly

Her:youwon'tfitinyourjeans

Me:finebyme

Her:everythingok?

Me:spoketoMeloandturnsouthismomsaidthesamethingyousaid.

Her:oh

Me:yep.Shealsothinksweneedspace

Her:howlong?

Me:hahahathatisagoodquestion.

Her:takeasmuchtimeasyouneedbaby.Itwon'tbeeasybutithastobedone

Me:Iknow.ButIhaveyouguys

Shelaughedandkissedmycheekwithherwarmlips.Homeiswheremomis.Wedialledmy

grandmaandsheansweraftersometime,wespokeforanhourtalkingandlaughingandjust

metellingthemaboutCaliandWashington.TheywerebothgoingtobethereformeandI

couldn'tbeanyhappier.AfterallthejunkeatingandcallsIwenttogetmyphoneandstarted

chattingwithmypeople.Iwasgonnasleepwithmomtonight.Itoldthegirlsaboutmy

agreementwithMelo,that'swhatitwasreally;anagreementtotakeabreak.Asesentmea

voicenoteandapictureofadreamyguy.IthoughtMelowasdreamybutdamn!!!ThisMrCraine

dudewasonhisownlevel.Shewasallexcitedsayinghe'stakingheroutforlunchtomorrow.

.

.
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TodayIwassleepinghome.There'sjustnowayIcangotomyplacewheremysheetsstillsmell

likeYaya.Inallhonestythatwasprobablythemosthardest,painfulthingI'veeverhadtodobut

ifitwillmakeourrelationshipworkthenI'mallforit.Idecidedtotrynapping,justasIwas

driftingofftherewasaknockonmedoor...justgreat...Ikeptquietbutthepersoncamein

instead,thevoiceswereofIyanaandAsemahle.sonotinthemoodforthesetwo.Theyjumped

onmybedoneoneitherside.

Ase:Iknowyounotsleeping

Me:goaway

Iya:comeonwemissyou

Me:missmetomorrow

Theybothlaughedatme.AseroughedmyhairupwhileIyapulledmyears.Ihuffedandwoke

up,theyweregigglinglikelittlekids.Thisiswhattheyusedtodowhenwewereyoungandthey

wantedtoannoyme.

Me:i'mup

Iturnedaroundandsleptonmyback,theybothtuckedthemselvesundermyarmsandcuddled

themselvesontome.ThesetwoneedmenintheirlivesIswear

Me:don'tyourboyfriend'scuddleyou

Iya:minedoesbutIpreferyourchest

Ase:Idon'thaveonesoi'llabuseyou...wekeepingYaya'splacewarmforher

Me:andyouwonderwhyIdon'tlikesleepathome

Ase:lightenup

Me:youdidn'tsleephomelastnight...wherewereyou?

Iya:whotoldyou?

Me:momduh!

Ase:ohrightofcause

Me:wheredidyousleep?

Ase:firstslowdownyourheartrate

Me:Asemahlewheredidyousleeplastnight?

Iya:Melochillshewassafe



Me:safewhere?

Theywererightaboutmyheartrate,someweeksbackshewasrapedandthenmomtellsme

shedidn'tsleephomeafterIleftherataclub,whatamIsupposedtothink?IknowAsemahle

whenshe'sdrunkandi'dhatetohearthatsomeassholetookadvantageofherinherdrunk

state,thatguyiswalkingdead.

Iya:shewaswithmyfriendJamesCraine

Me:youmakeitsoundlikehe'ssomeGodyougrewupwith.Asemahle

Her:hedidn'tdoanythingtomeMelo.HeBroughtmehomesafelyok!Geez

Me:whatifhehaddonesomethingtoyouhuh?

Theybothkeptquiet

Me:IyanaafterwhatAsemahlehasbeenthroughhowcouldyouletherleavewithastranger

Iya:Jamesisadoctorandanoldfriendofminechill

Me:KevinwasAsemahle'sfriendnutthatdidn'tstophimnowdidit?Howcouldyoutwobeso

reckless?SometimesIsweari'mtheolderonehere

Iya:Melocalmdownshe'sfine.Ikeptcheckinguponher

Me:bycallingyourfriendright?Dammit!

Asegotupandstormedoutofmyroom

Iya:wasthatnecessary

Me:wasyouleavingherwithastrangernecessary?Areyouthatdickwhippedthatyouwould

leaveyourownsisterinaclub

Shelookedatmeandslappedmesohardthengotofthebed

Her:justbecauseIsmilewithyouandlaughwithyourdoesn'tgiveyoutherighttotalktome

anyhow.I'mstillyourbigsisterDerrick!

Withthatshewalkedout.Damnmycheekhurt.Itwasonfire,itwasthefirstIyanaeverslapped

me,mysiblingsandInevergotphysicalwitheachother...that'sthekindofhomeourparents

raisedusin,noviolence.Igotupandwenttowashmyface,whenIlookedupatthemirrorIhad

5fingersonmycheek,shereallydidanumberonme.IcalledYaya,Ineededsomeonetoget

mymindoffallofthis.Talkingtomyparentswouldonlymakemattersworse,byworseImean

Asemahlebeinggrounded.Yesasoldasweareourparentsaren'tafraidtogroundus,them

groundingusistakingawayourcarkeysandcards...trysurvivingwithoutthosetwothings...

youwoulddie!Yayaanswered



//Her:Idoubtabreakinvolvesconstantcalls

Me:Ijustneededtohearyourvoice

Her:canyouwanttohearittomorrow.I'minbedsleepingwithmom

Me:yourEnglishsucksyouknowthat

Her:tsek!

Iheardfumblingandthedoorclosing

Her:everythingok?

Me:Iyanajustbitchslappedme

Shecrackedupinlaughter

Her:waitareyouserious?Whatdidyoudo?

Me:calledherdickwhipped

Shewasstilllaughingandshewasbeginningtopissmeoff

Me:Yandiswa

Her:calmdownI'msorry...whywouldyoucallherthat?

Me:causesheputourlittlesisterslifeindangerlastnight

Her:Asemahleisturning21thisyearMelo,Ithinkshecantakecafeofherself

Me:youdon'tgetit.AsemahlewassloshedandIyanaletherleavewithsomefriendofhers

Her:didshegethurt?Isshedead?

Me:what?No!

Her:thenyouhavenothingtoworryabout.Jamestookgoodofher,hedidn'tevensleeponthe

samebedasherorroom.Shewokeupstillfullydressedbytheway,youhavenothingtoworry

about.Plussheactuallylikesthisguy,don'truinthisforher

Iclickedmytongue.Shewassocalmaboutthiswholething.Whydidn'tsheunderstandmy

concern?

Her:clickyourtongueallyoulikeyouknowIhaveapoint.YouoweIyanaanapology

Me:fuckthat

Her:Iwasn'taskingyouMelokuhle



Me:goodthingweonabreakthen,Idon'thavetodoeverythingyoutellmetoo

Her:ohisthatso?Aytcool

Me:youknowIdon'tmeanthatYayacomeon

Her:apologisetoyoursistersandtakeAsemahleoutforlunchandaskheraboutJames

Me:nowyoupushingit!

Her:I'mseriousMelokuhle.

Me:fine

Her:sendmeapictureandletmeseehowbadyourfacelooks

Me:sothatyoucanlaughatme?No

Her:stopbeingababyandletmesee

Me:damn!Evenyoudon'tslapthathardandyouwereevenmorepissedthanher

Her:Iwashurt,shewaspissed.Bigdifferencebuddy

Me:no!Don'tdothat.Don'tfriendzoneme

Her:justsendthedamnpicturebestfriend

Me:you'reabullyrhaaa!

Her:pictureandbyenow

Me:bye//

Itookthispictureforthisgirlandsentittoher,shesentmeavoicenotelaughingandsayingit's

notthatbadandthatIoverreactingovernothing.Iheadedoutofmyroomandwentdownstairs,

ImisseddinnercauseIwastoobusysulkingoverYaya.Judgingbythenoiseintheloungemy

dadwasback.Ifoundmyfoodinthemicrowave,warmeditupabitandthenwenttojointhe

family.

Dad:whatthehellhappenedtoyourface?

Me:hellotoyoutoodad.Howwasyourtrip?

Momgotuptoobserveme

Her:Derrickwhathappened?

Me:momplease.I'mfine,justgotaslapthat'sall

Dad:why?Whatdidyoudo?



IlookedatIyaandthenwenttositdown.Iftheyknowwhoslappedmetheni'llbeforcedtotell

themwhatreallyhappenedandthenAsemahlewillbemoremadatmethansheisnow.

Me:Iwasajerk.Bytomorrowitwillhavedisappeared

Momandsadjustshooktheirheadsdoubtfully.TheywerecuddleduponthecouchandIya

sittingonherownandIonmyown

Dad:wheresmybabygirl?

Iya:she'ssleeping,saystired

Dad:fromwhat?

Mom:theywentpartyinglastnight

Momsaiditsolooselyandcarelessly

Dad:Asemahlewenttoaclub?WhywouldyouallowthatAmahle?

Mom:becausesheneededtohavefun.Shecan'tstaylockedupinhereforever

Dad:shewasrapednotsolongago

Mom:andIknowthatbutwecan'tkeepourdaughterassomeprisoner,sheneedstogetback

toherlifesoonerorlaterDamon.AndIwouldratherhavehergetbackintoherlifewhileliving

undermyroof.Idon'tevenseewhatthebigdealishere

Dad:thebigdealisthatsomethingcouldhavehappenedtoheratthatclub

Mom:butnothingdid.DamonAsemahleisturning21thisDecember,wegottastarttreatingher

andhersiblingstheirage.Wecan'talwaysprotectthemfromtheinevitable.

Dad:aslongastheyliveundermyroofthentheywillabidebymyrules

Mom:nodrinking,nopartyingright?How'sthatworkingoutsofar?Dowantthemtoleaveand

godothesethingselsewhere?Hasshebeenlivingathomeshewouldhaveneverbeenrapedin

thefirstplace!

Momstormedoutandwentupstairs.Wellthatwasweird,ourparentsdon'tnormallyarguein

frontofussoitwasalltooawkward.Dadgotupandfollowedhiswifewithoutsayinganything.

SeewhyIlietothemsometimes?

Iya:ohkay...tellmomanddadIleftformyapartment

Me:i'msorryIcalledyoudickwhipped

Her:I'msorryIslappedyou

Me:wecool?



Her:always.Damnthat'sbad

Me:dudewheredidyoulearntoslaplikethat?Wtf?

Her:stopbeingababy.Itakekravmagaclasses

Me:forwhat?Geez!

Her:afterAse'sincidentfiguredsheandIshouldjoinselfdefenceclassesandsofarthey've

beengoinggreat.MeloIwouldn'thavebeencomfortableleavingoursisterifIdidn'tknowshe

coulddefendherself

Me:thisjohnguyorwhatever

Her:James

Me:right,him.Whatdoeshedo?

Her:he'sadoctorwithhisownpractise

Me:age?

Her:25.

Me:Iwanttomeethim

Her:what?No!RememberwhatyoudidtoSean?

Me:helookedlikeafuckboyandIwon'thavemysisterdateafuckboy

Her:soyourathershedateanuglyguywhowillcheatonherwithinstagramhoes?

Me:what?No!

Her:allI'msayingisthatIwouldrathershecryoveracuteguythancryoverMulimisi.Itwill

makesense

Ijustcrackedup.Isthisgirlforreal?

Her:justsaying

Me:whothefuckisMulimisiorwhatever?

Her:right...youdon'twatchMuvhango.He'satraditionalhealerforthechief

Me:thatthingyouandmomwatchat9pmeveryday?

Her:yep,that

Me:nowonderIdintwatchit



Her:itsactuallyverynice

Me:andit'sinVenda

Her:notallofitplusthere'ssubtitles

Me:whatever

Igotuptowashmydishandshefollowedme.

Her:sohowarethingswithYaya?

Me:weonabreak

Her:break?Whatisthat?IsthatanewSouthAfricanpublicholiday?What?

Me:hahaveryfunny.Weonabreak.Hermotherandmymothersuggestedwedo

Her:whatdidyoudo?

Me:Mirandatriedtokillherselfbutinsteadendedupkillingourbaby

Her:yourbaby?I'msoconfused

Me:yesterdaywhenYayagotback,shefoundherpassedoutinmybedwithabottleofpillsand

shehadherrushedtotheER

Her:youstupid.Howfarwasshe?

Me:amonth

Her:amonthagoyouwenttovisitYandiswa...unlessyousleptwithherbeforeyouleft?Shiiiit

Melokuhle!

Sheslappedthebackofmyhead!

Me:ouch!

Her:ourparentsshouldhavejustnamedyouMelokubibecauseyouliterallytheoppositeofyour

name.Youdroveakidtosuicide

Me:Iknow.Ifeelbadalready

Her:Yayashouldjustdumpyoubeforesheendsuptryingtokillherselftoo.I'msodisappointed

inyoulittlebrother.WasMirandatheonlyoneyouwerecheatingonYayawith?

Me:Olona.IendeditwithbothofthemthenightIleftandIhaven'tseenthemsince,wellIsaw

MirandayesterdaybutthatwasthatIswear

Her:andI'mtheonethat'sdickwhippedhuh?Youneedtogoonacleanseormomanddad



needtodoaritualforyouorsomething

Me:okenough.Igetit,youdisappointed.IlostYandiswa,theonepersonwhokeepsmesane

andincheck,itdoesn'tgetworsethanthat.

Her:youright.Comehere

Sheopenedherarmsandpulledmeinforahug.

Me:whatifshemoveson?

Her:shewouldn't.She'stooattachedtoyou.

Igotoutofherarmsandshehookedherarmintomine.

Her:letsgotalktoourlittlesisterandyouwillapologisetoherforoverreacting

Me:IstillwanttomeetthisJames

Her:you'lltalkitoutwithher

Weknockedonherdooratthesametimethenwebothjustlaughed,Iyaopenedandwefound

herfacingtheothersidegigglingwithearphoneson.Wejumpedonherbedandstartedtickling

her

Her:guysstopit

Shewasbusylaughinguncontrollably.ButIhavethemostgoodlookingsistersandmotherever!

Westoppedticklingher

Ase:stillmadatyou

Shesaidtryingtocatchherbreath.

Me:Iknowsis.That'swhyIcamehere,Icametoapologise

Ase:ok?Where'stheapology?

Me:i'msorryforoverreacting

Ase:cool

Me:tellmeyouacceptmyapologyandthatyoulovemeforbeingthebestbrotherintheworld

Theybothlaughed

Ase:untilyouprovetherest,I'mnotsayingshiit

Me:okfine,lunchtomorrow

Ase:alreadyhavelunchplanswithJames



Me:Iwanttomeethim...whencanImeethim?

AselookedatIyawhojustlaughed.

Iya:hewon'tletitgolittlesis

Ase:you'llscarehim

Iya:itsdadyoushouldworryabout

Ase:dad?Why?

Me:mommentionedyouguyswentoutlastnight

Ase:ohGod!

Iya:theywerearguing...likeseriousargument,momstormedout

Ase:willIevergetabreak?

Me:weworriedaboutyousis.Justletmemeethim

Ase:fine,i'llinvitehimtolunchTuesday

Me:whynottomorrow?

Ase:causetomorrowIwanttogooutwithhim...withoutyou

Iyastuckhertongueouttome.MysiblingsaresomethingelseIswear.Oneminutewearguing

andthenextwegood,gottalovethem.

.

.
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WhenIwokeupmomwasn'tbymyside...doctorsdon'ttakeabreak...Iwokeupandchecked

myphoneandmomhadsentmeatexttellingmethatshehadtorushtoworktherewasan

emergency,Ihadtextsfromlastnight.Itwasjustafter9am,Iwenttopeeandyep..Iwasonmy

period.Itookashowerandthenwentbacktomakemom'sbedwithatowelwrappedaround

mybody,myphoneranganditwasSiseko.



//Me:heybud

Him:Morningmunchies.Comeopen

Me:open?Openwhat?

Him:thegateidiot!

Me:areyoukiddingme?Youhere?

Him:yeah.Nowopenthegate

Me:oksure//

Iworeapadandanunderwearwithtrackpantsandatracktop.Hewasalreadyknockingonthe

door,Itookmyphoneandwenttoopenforhim,hewasalreadydressedupandlookinghotas

usual.

Him:munchies

HehuggedmeandIjustsankinhisarms

Him:periods?

Me:youhavenoidea

Him:youjustwokeup

Me:yeah,wasmakingmom'sbedactually

Hefollowedmetomom'sroomandsatonthecouchwhileImademom'sbed.

Him:doesthismeanwenotgoingoutforlunch?

Me:weare!SpurorPana?

Him:Pana,Iwantaduo

Me:yeahwellthere'spizzafromlastnightandfishwithchips

Him:calamarirings?

Me:finishedthemwithmomlastnight

Him:you'reaworldclassfoodie!

HesaidwalkingoutwhileIfinishedup.Iclosedthedoorandlotionedmybodythen,hewalked

inwhenIwaswearingmyjeanswithabraontop

Him:Iseeyoustillmaintain



Me:withtheboyfriendIhave,howcanInot?

Him:sowhendoIgettomeetthisboyfriendofyours?

Me:somedaybuddy...whendoImeetBae?

Him:wecangoseeherbeforelunch

Me:forasecondIthoughtyouweregoingtosaywegoingoutwithher,wasgonnatellyouthat

youpayingthen

Him:yousostingywhenyouonyourperiods!Ihaveweed

Me:awesome.Iloveyou!

Isaidsqueezinghiminahug.Hebrokeitandheldmeatarmslengthlaughing

Him:NalediruinedyouIswear!

Me:shutup!

Iworealoosepoloneckandaleatherjacketwithahalfboot.Iworeabeaniehalfway.Ilooked

likeIjuststeppedoutofawinterphotoshoot.Apriliscold!

Him:Iseeyoustillgotit

Me:youknowmealltoowell!Anywaylemmegrabmybagandwecanleave

Him:ayt

WiththatIwenttomyroomandputonvaselineonmylipsthenstoodinthepassagecalling

himout.

Him:hereyougo

Me:i'lleatinthecar

WewentoutofthekitchendoorlockingandthenwedroveofftoHillcrest,Iwantedtovisitmy

grannyfirst.Wegottomygran'shouseandparkedoutsidethenwebothwalkedinsidetheyard.

GranknowsSiseko,everyoneknowshim.Wespentanhourortwojustchitchattingthenwe

drovetowardsNorthcresthiscrib.Hecalledhisgirlfriendtocomeoversowecanlightitup,

apparentlyshedoesn'tsmokeordrink.Wewereinhisroomwithhishookerandbae

Me:sotellmeVuyokazi,whySiseko?Imeanhedrinks,hesmokesweedandallthat

Him:comeonMunchies

Iwashighalready.Hehadpurplehaze

Me:what?I'mjustasking



Her:he'sagoodguy

Me:that'sall?

Her:Idon'tknowhowtoansweryourquestion

Him:Veedon'tanswerthisgirlshe'sstonedandshewillsayanythingtointimidateyou

Me:Iwouldn'tdare.Shejustseemstoo"angely"foryou

Him:thatworddoesn'tevenexist

Me:itdoesinmydictionary.Oksimplequestion,howdoyouhandlethedistance?

Her:itsnotthatmuchofadistancecausehe'sinJoburgandi'minbloem

Me:stilldistance

Him:shevisitsonweekendsorIdrivetoher

Her:youinalongdistanceyourself

Me:yep

Her:youlive28hoursawayfromtheguy

Me:yep

Him:youwon'twinVee...munchieshasananswerforeverything

Me:sowhatareyoustudying?

Her:microbiology...you?

Me:art

Her:wherewillthatgetyou?

Me:it'swhatgotmetothestatesinthefirstplace

Her:wow,youmustbegood

Him:thisonealwayslovedtakingpicturesandpainting...sheknowswhatshe'sdoingandshe

hasapassionforittoo.I'mproudofyoumunchies

Me:thanksbuddy.Sohow'smicrobio?

Her:hardbutIloveit

Me:wherewillitgetyou?



OnethingaboutmeisthatIdon'tlikepeopledisrespectingmycoursechoiceespeciallyifi'm

flourishinginmycoursemorethantheyare.Sisekoisdoingpharmacyandmyfriendis

flourishing,cumlaudevibes.Hisgirlfriendpasses.

Her:intoscience,beadoctororlecturer

Me:ok...

Her:YandiswaitwasnicemeetingyoubutIhavetogethome,mymomwillbebackAnyminute

now

Me:likewise.Bye

SisekogotupandaccompaniedhisgirlwhileIcleanedupthemesswemade,justthenmy

phonerang.ItwasMelo

//Me:eyyou

Him:heyYaya...let'sfacetimeImissseeingyourface

Me:okcool

IhadaniPhonewhichhehelpedmebuywhenhewasbackinCaliwithme.Ittookalotof

convincingbuteventuallyIwasconvincedandsowasmom.Ittakesgreatpicturesthoughitis

complicatedasfuckbutIlovethepicturequality.Iswitchedtofacetime.

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou,SisekoandIaregoingout

Him:theguywhopostedyourpictureyesterday?

Me:yeahhim.Soletmeseeyourcheektoday

Heshowedhissideandthebruisewasn'tthatbadasitwasyesterday

Me:notbad

Him:yeahitsnot.Sowhatareyoudoing?Whoseroomareyouin?

Me:Siseko's,he'saccompanyinghisgirlfriendsoI'mwaitingonhim

Him:mmh

Me:comeonMelodon'tbelikethat

Him:how?

Me:youknowhow.There'snothinggoingonbetweenhimandI



Him:ok

Me:whatareyoudoing?Aren'tyousupposedtobeonlunch?

Him:IambutIfiguredlemmecallyoufirst

Me:that'ssweetofyou

Him:always.StillcomingbackWednesday?

Me:no,Thursday

Him:whyallofasudden?

Me:causemygrandmaaskedmeto

Him:ohok

JustthenSisekowalkedinandclosedthedoor,hewasramblingaboutsomething

Me:onthephonebuddy!

Him:sorrymunchies

Me:comeseemyboyfriend

HewalkedoverandIhandedhimanearphone.

Melo:hi

Siseko:hey.I'mSiseko.Munchiesbigbrother

Melo:i'mherboyfriend

Me:rightnowthatthat'soutoftheway...

Itookmyearphoneandpluggeditinmyear.

Melo:youhigh

Me:youasking?

Him:Ithoughtweagreedyouquitweed

Me:nowedidn'tagreetoanythingMelo.

Him:yousodifficult

Me:canwenotargueaboutshiitthatwebothknowverywellthatyouwon'twin.

Him:enjoyyourlunchtodinnerorwhatever



Me:right...Bye//

Ithrewmyphoneonthebed.MelocanbeannoyingorI'mjustonperiods...eitherway,thatwas

unnecessary.

Him:everythingok?

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

Him:Veeisruiningmyhigh

Hesaidlightingthehookerupalloveragain

Me:soisMelo.Whatdidshedo?

Him:she'sinsecureaboutyou

Me:me?What?Why?

Him:shethinksyoudon'tlikeherandshethinksthatIpickedyoursideoverhersorsomething

Me:poorthing.Shehasn'tgivenmereasontonotlikehermos

Him:Ithinkit'saboutthecoursethingyoutwoengagedin.ShefeelsIdidn'tdefendheror

something

Me:she'sdramatic,thatshiitwasn'tevenpersonal.Meloprobablyfeelsthreatenedbyyouor

something...Idon'tknow

Him:isn'tfunny.Bothourpartnersareactinguponus

Webothjustlaughed.Theseonesaredramatic.SisekoandIarenothingbutfriends,heckwe

pastthefriendshiplevelwelikebrotherandsisternow.

Me:yougoodtodrive?

Him:morelikelazy.Wantustoleavenow?

Me:yesplease.Iwantaburgerandribs

Him:hahahayougonnagetfat

Me:letsjustgoalready

Igrabbedhiscarkeysandmypurseandphonethenweleft.Idroveustospur,Ineededtheir

crispyonionrings.Wegottospurandorderedourmeals,Iaskedforachocolatemilkshake,

theymakethebest!HeoptedforaSavannahdry.Wewaitedforourfoodoverlight

conversations.

Me:whendidyoumeetthisgirl?



Him:lastyearatchurch,she'sayouthleaderandshesingsintheyouthchoir

Me:whyachurchgirl?

Hechuckled.

Him:honestly?Idon'tknow.IguessIenjoyedthechase

Me:haveyoutwoevenhadsex?

Him:asksthegirlwholosthervirginityat18

Me:Arghjustanswerthequestion

Him:notyet.She'saPK

Me:andyouthinkyou'llhititanytimesoon?

Him:youaresomethingelseyouknowthat?!

OurfoodfinallycameandIstarteddigginginsametime

Me:that'swhyMelocan'tstayaway

Him:whatisitwiththisguyanyway?

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknow.Ilovehim,alittletoomucheven.Hechallengesme,hemakesme

feelthingsnoguyhasevermademefeel.Datinghimislikedoingwhitepeople'sactivitiesor

sports,there'sthatadrenalinerushofsomesort

Him:that'sthecheatingmunchies

Me:younosainteither

Him:allI'msayingisthatwhat'ssofundatingsomeonewhohascheatedonyouwithtwogirls

inlessthan2months?Youneedmorethanabreakfromthisguy

Me:andwhatdoyousuggest?Thatweendthings?SisekoIcan't.Ican'tbringmyselftoend

thingswithhim,Ican'tevenbringmyselftodoanything.Heliterallymakesmeweak

Him:youaddicted

Me:maybe...probably.Idon'tknowbutIlovehim,despiteeverythingIstilllovehim.

Him:fine.Staywithyourguy

Me:ohshutup.

Ithrewachipathimandhecaughtitandlaughedatme.

Him:IhopeherealiseshowluckyheistohaveyouMunchiesbecausetheMunchiesIknew



backthenwouldhavelongtimecuthimoutofherlife

Me:it'slove.It'schangesus.Itmakesusweak

Him:yepandyouweakasfuck.IsithisdickgameMunchies?

Ilaughedathimsohard

Me:i'mnotdiscussingmysexlifewithyou!

Him:fineconversationclosed.

Myphoneranganditwasmom.

//Me:Mafaku

Her:Manyawuzayouhomeyet?

Me:no,i'llbehomearound4

Her:which4?It'spast4already

Ilookedatmywatchflip.Howlonghavewebeenhere?

Me:ohflip.Timeflew

Her:wasgoingtoaskyoutocooksomethingbutsinceyounothome,buymesomethingtoeat,

i'llbebackat6or7

Me:okcoolmom

Her:don'tdrink

Me:youknowIstopped

Her:I'mserious!

Me:soamI,i'llsendyouapictureofmychocolatemilkshake

Her:byenow

Me:byemom//

AfterthecallItookapictureofthefoodandSisekocrackedupinlaughter.

Him:don'ttellmeyougonnainstagramthat

Me:movelikesendittomom.ShethinksI'mdrinking

Him:shamemahn.Youreallyscaredheroffwiththeecstasy



Me:Iknow.Sheneedstochill.

Isentmomthepictureandshesentmea"k"...shedoesthatalotandsheknowshowannoying

itis.wecontinuedeatingandchatting.Wewenthomeat5:30pm.Hedroppedmeoffanddrove

offtohishome.MomcameinafewminutesafterSekohadleft.

.

.

<3

[10/16,16:25]Wadz:*WITHPAINCOMESLOVE*

.

.

S02E32–Melo

ItwasnowAugustandwewereonourwaytotheArtsConventioninWashingtonforYaya's

showcase.WewereinCaliandwewereleavingforDCatLunchtime.SheandIweregood,we

weregoodfriendsIguess.ThebreakhasbeentoodamnlongbutwhatchoicedoIhave?It's

been4monthsforChristsake,Idon'tlikehowcloseherandThomashavebeenthou,they've

beengoingoutandtakinglotsofpicturesitwasrevaulting.ImetJamesandheseemslikea

goodguyformysister,heandIarefriendsIguessbutallIknowisthathelovesmysisterand

mysisterloveshimsoi'mgoodwiththat.SotodayIwasmeetingwithYayaatsomecafe.She

walkedinandshelookedasgoodasshealwaysdid.Igotuptohugherandwebothsatdown.

Her:howareyou?

Me:i'mgoodbabeandhowhaveyoubeen?

Her:missingyou

Me:youhaveafunnywayofshowingit

Her:Ididn'tcomeheretotalkaboutThomasMelo.HeandIarejustfriends

Me:right...justfriends

Her:wecaneithersithereandargueabouthimorwecanhaveanicebreakfastandcatchup

andthengotoyourhotelroomandcatchup

Me:canweskipthebreakfastandgetrightontocatchingupinstead

Shegiggled

Her:sexaddict



Me:saystheonewhoinitiatedit

Her:Iwasreferringtohelpingyoupack

Me:right

Thatwasusnow.Wewereonabreakbutoursexlifewasn't.JuneholidaysshewenttoParis

withAshantiandthelastweekofherholidaysshewenthome.Ithinkshewasavoidingmeor

something,Idon'tknowbutallIknowisthatIneversawherthen.Icamehereawhileagoon

businessandsheandIhadcountlesssteamysessionstogether,itfeltasifwewentfrom

boyfriendandgirlfriendtosexbuddieswithinthis"break"ofours.

Her:yesIwas.Whatwedoingisnotwhatweshouldbedoing,abreakissupposedtomeanno

strings

Me:youeverbeeninonebefore

Sheshrugged

Me:thoughtso.Canweordernow?

Isaidhailingawaitressoverandshecametoourtableallsmiles,shehadbeenflirtingwithme

eversinceIcameinhere.Shetookourordersandthensheleft.

Her:ohmyGod

Me:what?

Her:haveyoutwoexchangednumbersyetoryoudidn'tgetthatfar?

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:Isawthelookshegaveyou.

Me:youbeingdramaticrightnowYandiswa

Her:amI?

Me:yes.

Shekeptquiet.Idon'tgetwhyshewassuddenlyactingup.Wemayhaveflirtedbutthat'sasfar

asitgoes.Idon'twantthatgirl,shedoesn'tevenhaveanassforChristsake.

Me:nervousabouttomorrow?

Her:notreally.Mypiecesareallcomplete,I'mexcitedandIcan'twait

Me:that'snice.Haveyouboughtadressalready?

Her:myfinalfittingwasthismorning.It'sperfect



Me:that'snice

Her:yeah.Andwhataboutyoursuit?

Me:it'sperfect

Ourfoodcameandwestartedeatingoverlightconversations.WhenweweredoneIsettlesthe

billandweleft.Wegottomyhotelroomandshethrewherselfonthebed

Her:thisiscomfy

Me:very

Her:comehere

Iwenttostandinfrontofherandshehelpedmetakemyclothesoff

Her:i'vemissedyou

Me:yeah?

Her:yep

Wewerelayinginbedcuddlingafterasteamysession.Myhandwasrestingonherassandshe

wassleepingonmychest.

Me:pleasebehonestwithme

Her:about?

Me:haveyoubeensleepingwithThomas?

Shekeptquietforawhile.I'vehadmydoubtslately,wellwhenshedidn'tcometoDurbanin

Juneitkindaworriedmecauseherfriendsarethere.YayaisnotonetonotvisitDurbansoshiit

hadtobeupandwhenIcametovisitshewasactingallweirdandstrangelybutIdidn'tdigdeep

intoit;wellIfigureditwasexamstress.Youknow,thattypeofthing.

Her:itwasonetimeIpromiseyou

Me:didyouguysuseacondom?

Her:yes.

Me:when?

Her:beforeIwenttoParisforholidays.Wewerebothdrunkandyouweren'ttalkingtome

Me:IwasbusyYandiswa.Iwastakingcareofaworkemergency,wealmostlostmillions

Weweresittingupnow.Iunderstandthatshedoesn'ttrustmeandI'mtoblameforthatbut



whenshecalledmeIwasreallydealingwithanemergencyatBESS,wealmostlostmillionsall

becauseofarecklessmistakeouraccountantmade.Apparentlyshewasgoingthroughsome

stuffwhenshewasdoingourreportsandbecauseofthatshemadeahugemistake.Eitherway

wealmostlostalotofcashwhichweweren'tgoingtorecoverfromandwasgoingtolose

clientsbecauseofit.It'stookusthewholeweekendtofixthemessandwehadtosuspendher

forhermistake.BESSIstoobigofacompanytorisklosingsuchmoney.ItoldYayaaboutthe

incidentlongbeforeshewentonandfuckedThomasthatIwasn'tgoingtobeavailableonmy

phoneforthewholeweekend.Idon'tunderstandyougirlssometimes,youoverreactover

nothing.

Her:itwasaonetimemistakeanditneverhappenedagain

Me:howamIsupposedtobuythatYandiswa?Youandtheguystillhangouttogether.HowdoI

knowithappenedonetime?

Her:MeloI'msorry.IswearithappenedonceandheandIagreeditwillneverhappenagain

Me:youandhimagreed?Youmadeadealthatitwon'thappenagain.Getdressedandleave

beforeIdosomethingwewillbothregret

Her:Mel...

Me:bythetimeIgetoutofthatbathroomyoubetterbegone!

Isaidwalkingtothebathroom.Ineededtobreathe.Iwassopissedbutmostlyhurt.Thiswhole

timei'vebeendeprivingmyselfofsexwhensomanygirlsthrewthemselvesatmeIrejected

themallbecauseofher,becauseIdidn'twanttodisappointher.IloveYandiswaandthis..this

isthelastthingIexpectedfromherofallpeopleorIjustputheronahighpedestal.Igotinside

theshowerandopenedcoldwater,it'stheonlythingthatwillprobablycalmmedown.Afterthe

showerIgotoutanddriedmybodywithatowel.Yayawasgone.Ijustdownontheedgeofthe

bedwithmyfaceburiedinmyhands.WheredidIgowrong?IknowIscrewedupbutitwasn't

meanttobethisbad.MyphoneranganditwasYaya,IpressedrejectandsoonafterIgotacall

fromMichael.

//Him:IjustlandedsoI'monmywaytothehotelnow

Me:i'llseeyouthen

Him:youbetterbedressedandreadytogo

Him,thegirls,Siya,Yaya'smomandminewereallgoingtoflytogether.

Me:youshouldbeworriedabouttheladiesandnotme

Him:yeahwellyoutendtobehavelikeoneofthem

Me:screwyou!



Him:whateverBess.Seeyousoon

Me:bye//

AfterthecallIputmyphoneonthebedandwenttopourmyselfadrink.Ineededalcoholinmy

system.Therewasaknockonthedoor,IwenttoopenanditwasSiya.

Him:youlookfuckedup

Me:isthatyourwayofsayingIlookugly

Him:duh!IthoughtIsawyouwalkinwithYaya

Me:sheleft

Him:thatsoon?Whathaveyoudonethistime?

Me:askherthat

Him:stopbeingababy.What'sup?

Me:nothing.I'mjustdrainedthat'sall

Him:andYaya?

Me:probablywenttodoherhair

Him:sowhat?Youmadather?

Me:no.Niggawhatdoyouwant?

Him:whattimeareweleaving?

Me:at3pm

Him:nice,let'sgogetourhaircut

Me:myhairisfine.

Him:whatiswrongwithyou?Yousomoodyandshiit

Me:no.I'mtired

Him:fine.Whatever

Withthatheleft.Igotonthebed,switchedmyphoneoffandtriedtosleep.Itwasastruggleso

Igotmyselfabottleandtriedagain.Itknockedmerightout,justwhatIneeded.I'mnotusedto

beinghurt,I'musedtodoingthehurtingsoyoucantryunderstandwhythisishardformeandis

aspainfulasitisbecausethisisthelastthingIwouldhaveexpectedfromYaya.

.



.

-Michael

WewereattheairportwaitingonMelo.We'vebeentryingtocallhimbuthisphonekeptgoing

straighttovoicemail.Yayawasleavingwithherclassmates.Icalledherbitshewasn't

answeringeither...ok..theyprobablygotintoafight.Idon'tunderstandhowthesetwofunction

Iswear!Oneminutetheyonabreakandthenexttheyfuckbuddies..Idon'tknow.

Siya:Ash

Ash:didyoureachhim?

Siya:no,andYayaisn'tansweringyourcallstoo?

Ash:no

Ama:ifMelowantstobechildish,lethim.He'lldrivehimselfthere!

Siya:maybesomethingiswrong,i'llgocheckonhim

Me:noletmego

Ash:i'llcomewithyou

Wegotintomycarandwedrovetothehotel.Iparkedandwebothgotoutandwenttohis

room.Hewassleeping.

Me:Melowakeup

Isaidshakinghim,heopenedhiseyesafteralittlebitofstruggling

Him:what?

Me:dudewe'vebeentryingtocallyou.Whatthehell?

Him:i'msleeping

Ash:Melocomeonlet'sgo.Wegonnamissourflight

Him:notgoing.Haveasafeflight

Me:dudeyourgirlneedsyouthere

Him:shehasThomas.

Me:what?

Ash:letsgoMicah

Me:Melocomeondude



Him:dudeyougoingtomissyourflight

Hesaidcoveringhisheadwithapillow.Ashtookmyhandandledmeoutofhisroom.Wegot

tothecarandwebothgotinanddroveoff

Me:whatdidMelomeanshehasThomas

Ash:Idon'tknow.Yousawhowdrunkhewas

Me:webothknowyounowmorethanyoulettingon

Her:itsnothingbabe.

Ijustletherbe.Wegotbacktotheairportandeveryonewasimpatientlywaiting.

Ama:noMelo?

Me:nope.Hehadsomelastminutefilestoworkonthat'sall

Ama:thisboyandwork

Ash:he'llprobablybetheretomorrowmorning

Ama:Ihopeso

WegotonandheadedtoWashington.Itwasabeautifulplace.SocalmandlessbusythanCali.

Welandedverylatesowewenttogrababiteandheadedontoourrooms.IwalkedAshtoher

room

Me:Ashwhat'sgoingon?

Her:nothingweneedtoworryabout.Ineedtoshowerandgovisitmyfriend

Me:ohok

WiththatshegotinandclosedthedoorandIwenttomyroomandclosedmine.Ikepttryna

callMelobuttonoluck.Whateverhappenedmustbehugeforhimtomissthemostimportant

dayofhisgirlfriend'slife.ThefollowingmorningwemetupforbreakfastbutAshandSerena

weren'twithus.AfterbreakfastSiyaandIwalkedtoourrooms

Siya:everythingok?

Me:Idon'tknow.Melo'snotansweringhisphone

Him:hecan'tmissthis.It'simportanttohisgirlfriend

Me:Iknow.TrustmeIknow

Him:didheatleastmentionsomething?



Me:allhesaidwasthathewasn'tcoming

Him:Yayamustbecrushed.MyfriendhasbeenlookingforwardtothissinceIdon'tknow

Ijustshruggednotknowingwhattosay.It'snotmyplacetoputhisbusinessoutthereanyway

andifanyoneknowswhat'sgoingon,it'sAshandSerena.

.

.
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Iscrewedupbigtime.IfuckedupreallybadandIdon'tthinkMeloandIcanmoveonfromthis.

Thingsbetweenushavebeencoolbutthat'sasfarasitgoesandThomasandIhavebeentight

asfuck.We'veattendedquiteafewartexhibitions,galleries,musicshows,awards,anycool

showwhereartisinvolvedwe'vebeenthereandwe'vehadanamazingtimeuntilthisonenight

wewereathisclubandwewerebothsupersloshedandMelo'sphonekeptgoingonvoicemail,

Icouldn'thelpbutthinkhewasbusywithoneifhisgirls...withMeloyoucanneverbecertain.

Sowithabitofalcoholinoursystems,onethingledtoanotherandwehadsex.I'vehated

myselfsinceandknowingwhatI'vedoneIhaven'tbeenabletofaceMelountilthedayhecame

toCaliandrockedupatschoolunexpectedly.Itriedavoidinghimbutit'snoteasyavoiding

someoneinthesametownasyou,knowsyourroutinealltoowellandispersistentAF.Somany

timesIwasclosetotellingbutthenhewouldjustdosomethingamazingthatwillmakeme

meltandforgeteverything.Iwon'tlieandsayIhaven'tseenhimsincebecauseI'veseenhim

andhe'sbeenbeggingmetogivehimachanceandtellingmethathe'sinlovewithme,your

usuallysappystuff.AllIknowisthathewantsmeandthefeelingisnotmutual.Iwasatthe

hotelwithmyclassmateandeveryonebookedI'mtheirseparaterooms,afterleavingMelo's

roomIthoughtofnotattendingbuttheni'dbelettingdownalotofpeopleandsoIfiguredlet

meattend.Iwasinmyroomsleeping,wellnotreallysleepingbutthinkingaboutwhatI'vedone

whentherewasaknock,itwasAshantiandSerena,AshpulledmetoherchestandIjustcried

myeyesout.SheledmetothecouchandwewerejoinedbyS.WhenIwasfinallycalmAshlet

megoandhandedmeaglassofwater.

Ash:howdidhefindout?

Me:heaskedandItoldhim

Ser:babeyoushouldhavelied!There'snoproofthatyouguysevenslepttogether.Youshould

haveliedsobadyouevenstandononeleg.



Ashchuckled

Ash:notthetimeS.I'msorrymami

Me:ishehere?

Theybothlookedateachotherandshooktheirheads.OhGod!

Me:hehatesme.Idisgusthim

Ser:nohoneythat'snottrue.He'sjustmad,wellhehasnorighttoseeingtheamountoftimes

he'shurtyou.Hedeservedatasteofhisownmedicine

Ash:stopitSgeez.

Ser:noAshanti.Melohasfuckedupwaytoomanytimes.Iamproudofyoumyfriend,hehas

fuckedyouoverwaytoomanytimes!

SerenahasbeensayingIshouldbangThomasbecausehelookslikehe'spackeddownthere

andshewasright,heisbigbutnotasbigasMelo.I'msorrybutyoucan'tbangtwoguysand

notcompare,it'sagirlthing.SexwithThomasisnothingcomparedtosexwithMelo,Melo'ssex

wouldhaveyoucheatonyourhusbandbecauseit'sthatgood.

Ser:younevershared,howwasit?

Me:Iwasdrunk

Ser:youpussywasn't.ItwassoberAF!Sospill

Me:itwasgoodIguess

Ser:isheaspackedasIsaidhewas?

Ash:what?ComeonSerena.Yayadon'tentertainher

Ser:sheneedsentertaining.So?

Me:he'sbig

Ser:yum!

Me:ismymomhere?

Ash:yesandshe'sbeenworriedsickaboutyouandsohasyourmotherinlawandeveryone

else

Me:i'llseethemtomorrow.Idon'tevenknowhowI'msupposedtofacethem,especiallyhis

mom

Ser:hersonstartedit.Sheshouldunderstand.Twocanplaythisgame



Me:itwasn'tevenrevenge

Ser:eitherwayIamproudofyoumami

Shesaidsqueezingmeinahugandkissingthesideofmyhead.Serenalovesdrama...too

much.ifitwereuptohershewouldplantacameraonmejustsoshecanwatchmeandMelo

getontoit(fight),saysweentertaining.

Ash:eventuallyyougoingtohavetoswitchyourphoneonYayasothatpeoplecancallyouand

talktoyou

Me:Ijustwannastayinmyroomthewholedayandneverleave

Ser:letsordercomfortfood,we'llleavetomorrow

Me:thankshoney

Westayedtherewaitingforthefoodtocomeup.Theytriedtocheermeupanditactually

workedbecauseIwaslaughing,blameSerena.Weendedupplayingpillowfightandthen

watchingchickflicksandthenweslept,onlytowakeupafter10am

Me:shiit!!

Ser:what?

Me:mydressneedsironing,Imissesbreakfastwiththeteamandthentherestheart

conventionviewingandsetupat11

Ash:gowash.Wewillsortyourdressoutok.Needanythingelse?

Me:IthinkIforgotmyshoesbackinCali.WhereareyourpillsS?

Ser:inmybag

Shedoesn'tgoanywherewithoutherhangovercure.Itookonethenwenttotakea5minute

shower,itwasliterally5minutesandthenIbrushedmyteethanddideverything.By10:55Iwas

doneandleavingtheroomwearingsweatpants,vest,airmaxandatracktopwithacap

coveringmyuncombedweave.Igotdownstairsandeveryonewaswaitingonourlecturerwho

cameandtookustothehallwheretheeventwouldbeheld.Wefixedupourstationwithout

anyonegettinginanyone'swayandwhenweredonewewentbacktothehotel.Itwasstarting

at6pm.Iworealongturquoiseprincessydresswithawhitebeltbelowtheboob,mydresswas

aboobtubeandittouchedthefloorsoIhadtoholdit.Ithadatoo-toounderneath.Ilookedlike

aprincess,myhairwasalltireduptothebackintoacutebunwithclipstoholditinplace.We

wereinthehallandeveryonewasintheirseat,IkeptlookingorMelobutheseriouslywasn't

coming.Afterthewholeshowandwehadwon1stplaceIsawThomaswalkuptome,mymom

andMrsBess...ohGod!!!

Him:goodeveningladies



Mom:hi

Ama:hello

Me:mom,MrsBess;thisisThomasmyfriend.ThomasthisismymotherBabesandmy

boyfriend'smotherAmahle

Him:nicetomeetyou.Ithoughti'dfinallymeetyourboyfriend

Ama:myworkaholicsonjustcouldn'tgetoffwork

Him:toobad.Youlookstunning,allofyou

Mom:thankyou

Him:nottodisturbyouguybutmayIpleasehaveamomentwiththeladyofthehour

IwasliterallyprayingmomorMrsBesssaynobuttheysaidyeshecantakemetheyneedto

headbacktothehotelanyway.IhuggedthembothgoodnightandthenIwasleftwithThomas.

Him:i'vebeencallingyou

Me:myphone'sbeenoff

Him:yeahwellIfoundyounow

Me:yesandyoucanleavenow

Him:i'mnotgoinganywhere.Yandiswawhywon'tyougivemethetimeofday?

Me:becauseThomasIhaveaboyfriendwhoiscurrentlynottalkingtomebecausehefoundI

hadsexwithyou.SonoIdon'twanttotalktoyouandendupmakingmattersworse

Him:whereishe?Todaywasthemostimportantdayofyourlifeandhedidn'tshowupbecause

hetoomadatyou?Thisguyhasscrewedsomanygirlsinyourabsenceandyou'veforgivenhim.

Whycan'thedothesame?

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthis

Iattemptedwalkingawaybutheheldmyarm

Me:letgoofmeThomas

Him:YandiswaI'msorryImessedyourrelationshipupbutIdon'tregretit.Iloveyou

Me:youdon'tevenknowme

Him:Iknowthatyourollyoureyeswhenyoudon'twanttobelievesomethingsomeonesaysto

you.Yourearsturnpinkwhenyourangerbuildsupandyoutuckyourhairbehindyoureareven

iftherearenolosestrandsofit.Youbatyourlasheswhenyouholdingbacktearsandyour



bottomlipquivers.Youscratchyourupperarmwhenyoustressedandyouchewonastraw.

Yourpalmsgetallsweatywhenyounervousandyoublink5timesbeforedoingsomethingyou

unsureof.Youpreferyourfriesfromthetuckshopdowntheroadfromyourcampuswhenyou

gonnabeonyourperiods.Yourfavoritemilkshakeisbubblegumflavourbutyouprefer

chocolatewhenyouonyourperiods.

Me:stopok!Juststop

Isaidtuckinghairbehindmyear.Ohshiit!Howdidhenoticethat?Hesmiledarrogantlyalmost

proudofhimself.IyankedmyarmfromhimandwalkedovertoSerenaandAshwhowere

standingwithSiyaandMicah.

Siya:youok?

MypalmswereallsweatyandIwouldscratchmyupperarm

Micah:areyoucold?

Me:i'mfine.I'mreadytogobacktoCalinow

Ash:weleavingtomorrow,whataboutyouguys?

Me:Ihavetoattendthisdinnerwithsomefamousmogulstomorrowandthenhavebreakfast

withthepresidentSundaymorning

Ser:IguesswewillseeyoubackinCali

Siya:andwe'llseeyouinDecember

Me:Iguess.Canwegogetdrunk?Ineedtogetdrunk

Ash:letsgochangefirstandthenwecanleave

Siya:heywho'sthatguythatkeepscheckingyouout?

Me:friend

IsaidwithmyarmhookedontoSiya's.Icouldseesomeangerbuildupinhiseyes.Theother

werewalkinginfrontofus

Me:accompanymetogoreporttomylecturesthati'llseethemtomorrow

Him:sure.Whydidn'tMelocomeanddon'tlietomeYaya

Ilookeddown.Hestoppedmeandcuppedmyfacemakingmelookathim

Him:didyouguysfight?Didhesleepwithsomeoneelse?

Ishookmyheadholdingbacktears.



Me:ImessedupSiya.Imessedupbigtime

Him:whatdidyoudocrunchie?

That'swhathecallsmewhenhe'strynasweettalkmeorrefrainmefromcryingallbecauseI

likecrunchiechocolate.

Me:thatguyyouwereaskingabout

Him:yourfriend

Me:weslepttogether

Heletgoofme.Hecouldn'tevenhidehisdisappointment.Icouldn'tstandhimsoIbegan

walkingawayonlyforhimtoholdmyarm

Him:thehellwereyouthinkingYandiswa?IsthatwhyMelodidn'tcomeheretoday?

Me:pleasedon'tjudge.Ifeelmiserableok!Ihatemyselfasitis

Him:youtoldMelo?

Me:heaskedandIcouldn'tlietohimSiya.Iknowyoudisappointed

Him:ohYaya.Comehere

Mylipwasalreadyquivering.Hehuggedmesotight.MeloandSiya'scolognesweresimilarbut

Melo'swasstrongerthanhis.

Him:he'llforgiveyou.Helovesyouandhecan'tstaymadatyou

Me:hemissedthemostimportantdayofmylifeSiya.Hehatesme

Hepulledmeawayandheldmeatarmslength

Him:hedoesn'thateyou,hehateswhatyoudidthat'sall.Hejustneedstime

Ijustnoddedwithoutsayinganything.Hewrappedhisarmaroundmyneckandputmine

aroundhiswaist.Wewalkedovertomylecturesandtoldthemwewouldmeetatthehotel,said

he'smybrotherandhewantedtotakemeouttocelebrate.Wewalkedtothecarandwedrove

tothehotel,allthewaytheremyheadwasonhisshoulder.Siyawalkedmeuptomyroomand

hegotin

Him:yougonnabeok?

Me:Ijustwanttodrinkandforget...justfortonight

Him:thenwewilldrinktothepointofnoreturnbuddy.Iwon'tlietoyouYayaI'malittle

disappointedinyouandIdon'tevenwanttoknowyourreasonsforsleepingwiththatguybutI

hopeitwasaonetimething



Me:Iknow.Itwasonceanditneverhappenedagain.I'veblockedhimeverywhere

Him:good.Goshowerandchangeandmeetusdownstairsok?

Inodded.Hekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout.Ilockedthedoorandwenttoshower.Ifound

myselfcryingunderthewater.Melowillneverforgivemeforthis!Therationalthingherewould

betocallhimbutIknowhisphoneisoffandevenifit'sonhewon'tanswermycallsonpurpose

orifheevendoes,whoknowswhathewillsaytome?I'mkindofokwithnotknowinghis

responserightnow.I'veneverseenhimthatpissedbefore,hewasevenshaking

.

.
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IdecidedtoswitchmyphoneonandIhadadozenmessages,missedcalls,voicemailsand

notifications.Theywerefromeveryone,hereinCaliorWashingtonandsomefromhome.I

calledtheairportandbookedaflightbackhome.IwanttofaceYayabutIcan'tbringmyselfto

faceher.Callmeahypocriteorwhateverbutithurts.Knowingthathetouchedherinplaces

onlyyouaresupposedtotouch,kissingthelipsthatwerewenttobeyoursonly,makingher

screamtheverysamewayyoudo,himseeingthatlookonherfaceaftershecums.Just

thinkingaboutitisenoughtopissmeoff.MestayinghereandfacingherorthisThomasguy

willonlyruinourrelationshipfurther,I'mnotgivinguponherIjustneedspace.Likerealspace

andtimetothinkaboutallthis.Ifit'sonething,Idon'thateherandIthinkthat'swhatIhatethe

most.Thefactthatseeingherwillonlypissmeoffandmakemeimaginethetwoofthem

havingsex.Yesbeingaloneanddrunkwillhaveyouimaginingthetwoofthemhavingsex.The

mindisaverypowerfultoolifyouaskmeanditwillmakeyouthinkthingsordothings.Forher

safetyit'sbestIjustleavecausehonestlyIdon'tknowwhatIwoulddotoherifIsawher.I

packedupmythingsandjustthenmyphonerang,itwasmom,Iletitringbecauseknowing

AmahleBessshewasprobablygoingtoshoutatmefornotattendingyesterday'sevent.WhenI

wasdoneIputmyphoneinthechargerandwenttowash.Igotoutdidthenecessarythenwore

sweatpants,sneakers,t-shirtandanAdidascapthentookmythingsandwenttocheckoutand

gotataxitotheairport.OnthewaywaytoDurbanIwaslisteningtomyheadsets,funnyenough

IcameacrossSorrybyRickRossandChrisBrown...howconvenient?!thesongreallyhithome,

Ifoundmyselfrelatingtothesong."......Girlaftergirl,mistakeaftermistake.Itriedtochange

buttheyalwaysaroundpullingmedowninbed,gaveyoumywordbuttheywerejustbroken

promises,brokencondomsl,lipstickmarksandunprotectedsex...IfeellikeshiteventhoughI

ain'tshit.......sorrydon'tmakeitright"funnyenoughthechorusismylife,wellwasmylife.This



onetimeIalmostrockeduptoameetingwithalipstickmarkonmycollarfromhavingsexwith

Olonaduringlunchtimeinthecar,ititwasn'tforthereceptionistthenIwouldn'thaveseenit.

I'vereallyscrewedupandYayadeservesbetter.Iliterallyhavenorighttobemadwhenthe

tablesturnconsideringtheamountoftimesI'vehurtherordoneshiitbehindherback.Isleptat

home.WhenIwokeupIyawasinthekitchenmakingsomethingtoeat.ItwasSundayinthe

afternoonalready.

Her:whendidyougethere?Hey

Shesaidpullingmeinforahug.

Me:hi

Shebrokethehug

Her:wheresmomandtherest?Howwastheartthingy?WhatdidYayawin?Let'sseepictures

Me:Ididn'tgo

Her:what?

Itwasjustafterchurchandshewaswearinganudekneelengthpencildresswitharedblazer

andaredheel.

Her:why?

Me:Ijustcouldn't

Isatonthehighchairoppositeher,sheofferedmehersandwich

Me:thankyou

Her:whathappened?

Me:somygirlfriendsleptwithherfriend

Her:yeahright.Veryfunnybro

Ijustkeptquietandmunchedonthesandwich

Her:ohmyGodyouserious.When?Whatfriend?

Me:Thomastheclubowner.ItwasbeforesheleftforParis.RememberthetimeBESShadan

accountingerrorandittookusthewholeweekendtofix

Her:yeahIremember

Me:itwasthattime

Her:wow.



Ijustnodded

Her:IknowthisisthelastthingyoumaywanttohearrightnowbutI'llsayitanyway.Nowyou

knowhowyoumadeYayafeelwhenyoucheatedonherwithallthosegirls.Tablesturnlittle

brotherandwhentheydoithitsyoureallyhard

Ijustrolledmyeyes

Her:noreallybro.Thisisstraightupkarmaforalltheheartsyou'veeverbroken.I'myoursister

andI'msupposedtobecomfortingyouandallthatbutyoumadeyourbedbro.Besidesya'll

wereonabreak...ain'tlikeshecheated

Me:seriouslyIyana?

Her:itstrueandyouknowit.Questionis;wheretofromhere?Willyoulethersleepingwithone

guyWHILEya'llwereonaBREAKcomebetweenyouguys?ThinkaboutitMelo.YouloveYaya

andshelovesyouandI'msurethatwhereversheissheprobablyhatesherselfforsleepingwith

thisThomasguy,whichistheleastIcouldsayaboutyoucauseyouhadthenervetosleepwith

onegirlandgetontheplanetogoandsleepwithher.AtleastYayahasaguiltyconscious,

somethingyouclearlydon't.Crucifytheoneandprobablyonlygirlwhowouldeverstaywithyou

afterthebullshityou'vedone.She'snotoutofoptionsforstayingwithyoulittlebro.Hers....

Iyawasjustrubbingsalttothewound.Shewasjustmakingmefeelworse.Itookmyplateand

leftherrambling.Ibumpedintomytwinonmywayupandheronherwaydown.Shelooked

beautiful.Shewaswearingwhiteflareleghighwaistpants,apinkruffledshirt,awhitewaist

coatandablackredbottomswithherhairtiedintoamessybun.Wegreetedeachothersharing

ahug

Her:whendidyougethere?

Me:2hoursago.Youlookbeautiful,whereto?

Her:justgotbackfromchurchbutnowI'mgoingoutwithJames

Me:ishestillgoodtoyou?

Her:morethanyouknow.HemakesmethehappiestI'vebeen

Me:haveyoutwohadsex?

Shechuckled

Her:no.He'sunderstanding

Me:youtoldhim?

Shenodded

Me:wellyoubrave



Her:IranintoSeanyesterday...

Me:howdidthatgo?

Her:Itookhimoutforlunchandexplained,wellididn'ttellhimwhathappenedbutIdidexplain

youbeingallbigbroonhimandheunderstood

Me:andwhataboutyoutwogettingbacktogether?

Her:wellwhenwemetIwaswithJames,Itoldhimi'dcallhim.HesortofunderstoodI'mwith

someonenow

Me:poorthing

Her:enoughaboutme.WhenIgetbackIwanttoknowaboutCaliandWashington.Where's

mom?

Me:Icamebackalone.Don'tbelateforyourdate

Isaidleavingherbythestairsandgoingtolockmyselfinmyroom.Idecidedtolistentothe

voicemailsIhad,theyweremostlyfromYayaaftersheleftthehotelandthenfrommyfriends.

Shehasn'tsaidanythingeversincethen.It'skindafunnyhowgirlsexpectyoutobuyroses,

chocolates,writeandessayapologising,resurrectJesustohelpyouapologisetoheryetwhen

it'sherturntoapologiseshe'llsendyouand"i'msorry"andprobablythrowinafewsad

emoticonsandexpectyoutoforgiveher,thengetmadatyouforignoringhertextandthen

suddenlyyoutheoneapologisingtoher.Girlsaremanipulativeandstraightupbullies!Argue

withyourvagina!Therewasaknockonthedoor

Me:goaway!

Person:Melojustopenthisdamndoor!

Thatwasmytwinnodoubt.Igotupdraggingmyfeettoopenthedoorforher.

Her:hereyougo

Shesaidgivingmeherphone

Me:andwhatamIsupposedtodowiththis?

Her:putitinyourearandlistentothepersonspeakingontheothersideandrespond.Ifyou

dropthiscallIwillknow!

Shewalkedoutbangingmydoor.Iputthephoneonmyearandlistened

//"Melo"

Saidaverylowbreakingvoice.ThiswasthelastthingIneeded.Yandiswaandhertearsare

enoughtomakeyoumeltandwanttopullherintoyourarmsandtellhereverythingisgoingto



beok.

Her:pleasedon'thangup

Ikeptquiet

Her:theresnojustifyingwhatIdid.Ididn'tdoittospiteyou,tohurtyouortogetevenwithyou.

I'mnotthatpersonandyouknowthat.Iwasdrunkbuteventhatisnoexcuse,Idon'tknowwhat

gotoverme.Oneminuteweweretalkingandthenextthingithappened,hesaidalltheright

thingsandIfellforthem.Iknowyouprobablywon'tbelievemebutIhaven'tseenhimsincethen,

Iblockedhimeverywherebuthehasn'tstoppedtryingtocontactme.Sayshe'sinlovewithme

butIdon'tfeelanythingforhimMeloIswear.Pleasejustgivemeachance,I'llquitschooland

comestudythereifneedbe.Pleasejustforgiveme

Shewascrying,sheevenhadhiccups.Youeverknowsomeonesowellthatyouevenpicture

theminyourmindwhattheyaredoingasyouspeaktothemoverthephone?Wellthathowwell

IknewYaya.Shewasprobablysittingbythewindowinherpjayslookingoutsideastears

streamdownherfacehuggingapillowtightly,i'dsayteddybearbutshewasn'tatherdorm

roomsoshewassqueezingapillowinstead.Thatpicturealonewasenoughtomakemesheda

tear.WhatdoIsaytoher?

Her:Meloyoustillthere?

Ilookedatthescreenanditwasapictureofherandmysisteronthenightofmybirthday,I

tookthatpictureofthem.Iendedthecall.//

Icouldn't.Icouldn'tsayanythingtoher,hervoicewasfilledwithsomuchpainmakingmehate

myselfformakinghercry.IwipedthelittleglassesIhadinmyeyesandwenttogiveAsemahle

herphone,shewasbusyonherlaptop.

Her:and?

Ijustshruggedandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Her:sitdownMelo

Me:Melodynotnow

Her:Idon'tcare.Sit!

Shegotuptolockherdoor,shegavemeanorderinglookandIwenttositonthecouch.She

joinedmecrossingherlegsfacingme

Her:nowI'mnorelationshipexpertsowhateveradviceIgive,youcaneithertakeitorletitfly

outofthisroom.Youmiserable,notbecauseofwhatYayadidbutbecauseofwhatyou'vedone

toher.Hearmeout.IspoketoIyanabriefedmeonthechatyouhadwithher,somadashellI

calledhertohearherversionofthestory.Shedidn'tevencum,youknowwhy?Hewasnotyou.

Shewasdrunkbutshecamebacktohersensesandstoppedthewholethingandtookataxito



schoolbecausesherealisedthatwhatshewasdoingwaswronganditwasnotworthrisking

yourrelationship.Nogirlcriesthewayshedidoverjustanyguybro,I'vebeenaroundenough

brokenheartedgirlstoknow.Shetriedtellingyousomanytimesbutyoukeptputtingheroffor

usingsextoavoidtalkingwhenyouwerethereandsoshewasn'tabletotellyou.Whenshe

didn'tcomebackinJuneit'sbecauseshedidn'tknowhowshewasgoingtofaceyouknowing

whatshedid.Idon'tknowwhatthissoundsliketoyoubittomeitsoundslikeshehatesherself

andregretswhatshediddeeply...whichissadlynotthesamethingIcansayaboutyou.Melo

stopthiswholebreaknonsensewithherbeforeittearsyouguysapartforgood.Howmany

timeshassheforgivenyouforyoutonotforgiveherforonelittlemistakeshe'smadehuh?

She'swillingtoquitschooljustforyou.Pleasedon'tletherquitherdreambecauseofthis.You

knowyouloveher,youknowyoudon'thateher.Pickupyourphoneandcallherandfixthings

withherbeforeshiitgetsoutofhand.

Ijustnodded.Atleastshe'snotbrutallikeIya.Shepulledmeinforahugandthenbrokeit

wipingmycheekswithherthumbs

Her:IloveyouandIloveherbutIloveyoubothwhenyoutogetherbecauseit'sthetwoofyou

thatmakemebelieveinloveandactuallyallowmyselftolove.It'sbecauseofyoutwoIwas

abletohealfromtherapeincident,IknewthatifIdon'tallowmyselftohealthenIwillneverbe

happyassheisandIwillneverbeabletoloveasshehas.Youtwobringoutthebestineach

otherMeloandyouknowit.Stopsulkingandcallher.

Me:thankyouMelody

Her:likeIsaid,youcaneithertakemyadviceorletitflyoutthewindow.Ifthatchildquits

schoolIwillmurderyou!

Ichuckled

Her:I'mserious.Askdadforatransferoranexchangewithoneoftheworkersthatsidesothat

youcanworkonyourrelationshipwithherproperly.Longdistancecan'tpossiblyeasyforyou

twoseeinghowattachedyouaretoeachother

Ihuggedhertightlyandkissedthetopofherheadcountlessly.Shewassmart.Shehadapoint.

MaybeIshouldmovetoCali.Ibrokethehugandkissedherforehead

Her:caretoexplain

Me:i'mgoingtotransfertoCali

Her:awesome.DadisatthebraaiatuncleSean'shousesohe'llbebacklater

Me:i'lltalktohimlaterthen

Shegavemeherroomkey

Her:nowgoandcallmyfriendandtellheryouloveherandthatyourforgiveherandyouwillsee

hersoonok?



Me:yesmom.

Iopenedherdoorandleftthekeyinthekeyholeandwenttomyroom.Idialledhernumber

contemplatingwhatIwasgoingtosaytoher

.
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Wewereinmyroom,meandAshaftergettingdrunksogood.

Ash:forthemotherofGodcanyoupleaseanswerthat

Ishookmyheadlookingatmyphoneringingontopofmybed.Melo'sbeencallingandI'vebeen

avoidinghim.TobehonestIdon'thaveavalidreasontoavoidinghiscalls,IguessI'mjust

scaredofhisresponse,whathe'llsay.Whatifhedumpsmeforgoodandthingsbetweenusare

neverthesame?Whatifwegetbacktogetherandheseeksrevengeonmeforhavingsleptwith

Mars?Orwhatifwegetbacktogetherbutweneverthesameagain?Idon'tknow.Alotisgoing

throughmyhead,toomuchfearthat'sforsure.

Ash:youknowyouwanttotalktohimYandiswa

Me:Ashplease

Her:atleastturnitoff

Shesaidrollinghereyesatme.MyphonereallywasannoyingbutI'mnotready,aslongashe

heardeverythingIsaidtohimthenI'mgood.Shegrabbedthephoneandansweredit.

//Her:heyMelo

Sheremoveditfromherear

Him:heyAsh...canIspeaktoYaya?

Her:Ionlyansweredcauseherringtoneisannoying.Youonspeakerbythewaysoshareyour

feelings.I'llgiveyousomespace

Sheputthephoneonthepedestalandwalkedout.



Him:Ash?

....

Him:Mafaku...pleasedon'tquityourdreamforanassholelikemeandalsobecausemytwin

threatenedshe'dkillmeifyouquitschool.MafakuIhavenorighttobemad.Iactuallyknow

howyoufeltwhenIscrewedyouoveramilliontimes.MafakuNdiyaxolisa(I'mreallysorry).I'm

notworthyofyou,Iknow.IpushedyoutohimandIblamemyselfforeverythingthat's

happened.HadIbeenthemanIpromisedyoui'dbethenwewouldn'tbeinthissituation.Idon't

expectyoutolovemealloveragainbutI'maskingyou,onelasttimetogivemeonelastchance

andIsweartoyouthingswillbedifferent.Nomoretears,nomorelies,nomorefakepromises

andnomorecheating.I'llmovetoCaliforyoujustsowecanbethewayweoncewereMafaku.

Pleasejusttellmeyou'lltakemebackandwe'llbebacktothewayweoncewere.

Istillkeptquiet.IhadalotIwantedtosaytohimorcontestthethingshesaidbecausehe's

madethesepromisesbeforeandhowcertainamIthatthistimewillbedifferent?

Him:NdiyakuthandaZiqelekazi!(IloveyouZiqelekazi)//

Hedroppedthecall.Iwipedthetearsrollingdownmyeyes.LifewithouthimisnothowI

picturedintobe.ThereasonIspenttheamountoftimeIdidwithThomaswassothatIcould

getmymindoffhim,IneededadistractionfromgoingcrazythinkingaboutMelokuhleand

Thomaswasmorethanwillingtohelpmedothat,helpmeforgethimandnotthinkmuchof

himbutthereweretimeswhenThomaswasn'tthereandallIcouldthinkofwasMelo.Iwas

crazyabouthim,probablysomekindofobsessionbuywhat'slovewithoutalittleobsession!I

loveMelokuhlelikeneverbeforeandlosinghimforthatperiodoftimethatIhadlosthim,Iwas

miserable.Idrankeveryweekendandsometimesmissedclasses,yeswespokealmost

everydaybutitwasn'tthesame.Hewasn'there,itdidn'tfeellikewedatingatall.It'snoexcuse

butitiswhatitis.

.

.

1monthlater

ItwasmidSeptemberandthegirlsandIhadjustfinishedshopping,AshandSerenaforcedme

todoamakeoverandtofixmyhairandjustbepretty.Whenweweredonewewenttothis

otherrestaurant,itwasprettyandwewerealldressedupformally.Theplacewasempty,Iwas

thefirstonein

Me:whereseveryone?

Itwasquiet.WhenIturnedaroundtheyweren'there,theywereontheothersideofthedoorand

thedoorwasclosed.Theywavedatmesmilingandleft.

"Mafaku"



OhmyGod!Whatwashedoinghere?Wehaven'tspokensincetheheartpouringhedidthe

othernight.Ihavebeenavoidinghimthatlong,noreasonreallybutIjustcouldn'tbringmyself

tohearwhateverhehadtosay.HiscolognewasasIrememberedittobe,strongandsexy.I

couldliterallyhearhimbreathedownmyneck.Chillsweresentdownmyspine,hedidn'teven

havetotouchmetoturnmeon.Isitnormaltobethisvulnerabletosomeoneyouhaven'tknown

forayear?TellmeI'mcrazyright?Heheldmeonmyshoulders,Icouldliterallyfeelmyknees

gettingweakandwobbly.

Him:youlookbeautiful

Ikeptquiettryingtoprocesswhatwashappeningtomybody.WhydidIfeelthisweak?

Him:pleaseturnaround

IturnedaroundasslowlyasIcould.HewassoclosetomeIcouldliterallyhearhisheart

beatinganditwasbeatingreallyfast,asfastasmine.

Him:youlookbeautifulMafaku

Me:WhyamIhere?

Ididn'tknowwhattosayok!Shootme!Hechucklednervously.

Him:tocelebrateandtoeat,heardyouhaven'teatenallday

Inodded.Hetookmyhandinhisandthenheledmetoabeautifullysettablefortwoundera

magicalchandelier.HeopenedthechairformeandIsatdownthenhewenttotakehisseat.

Me:whatarewecelebrating?

Him:Anewflat,anewjob,us...everything

Me:whatdoyoumean?Melokuhlewhatareyoutalkingabout?

Iwassoconfusedandexcitedatthesametime.Icouldn'tevenhidetheexcitementinmyvoice.

Him:I'llbestayinghereandworkingherenowuntilyoufinishyourcourseorforaslongasyou

wantustolivehere.

Awaiterbroughtusstartersandpoureduswinethenleft.HelookedatmeandIwaslookingat

him.Hesmiled.OhGod!

Him:IwantustofixthingsYayaandifyounotreadyIunderstand.Takeallthetimeyouneed.

Me:MelothiswholetimethatIhaven'tbeentalkingtoyouIhavebeendoingalotofthinking,

tookmesometimetoactuallyfindmyselfbutIfinallydid.ThisloveIhaveforyouisnotnormal,

it'snotright.Wecontinuetohurteachother,it'sunintentionalIknowbutitjustdoesn'tfeelright.

YouandIshouldtakethingsslowly,justhaveanormalrelationshipwithoutsolvingeverything

withsex.Just...Idon'tknow,wemoveataveryslowpace



Him:forasecondIthoughtyouweregoingtoendthingscompletely.ThankyouMafaku.Does

thismeanIcan'tkissyou?

Ichuckledandsodidhe.Thisguy.Ilovetohatehim.ThiswholetimeIwasn'ttalkingtohimI

wastalkingtotheschoolshrinkandshesuggestedIshouldjusttakeabreakfromhimforas

longasIneedtoandifIfeelreadythenweshouldtakethingsataslowpace.

Me:wecankissandhugandhavepuppyloveforaslongasweneedtobutwecan'thavesex

Him:becauseIloveyou.I'mwillingtodothat.I'mwillingtosettleforthiswholepuppyloveshiit

andbeabornagainvirginaslongasweneedto.

Hesaidrubbingmyhand.HewaslookingatmestraightintomyeyesandIintohis.Itwas

almostasifIcouldseerightthroughtohisheart.ThismanbeforemelovesmeandIlovehim

justasmuchandastoxicasourrelationshipis,Iwouldn'tpreferusanyotherway.

Me:andIloveyou.Thisisnicebytheway

Him:youforgottocomplimentme

Me:JesusChrist!YoulookdashingMrBess

Him:thankyou,Iknow.

Irolledmyeyeslaughing.

Me:seewhyIdon'tcomplimentyou?Youfullofyourself

Him:ok.ThankyouMafaku

HegavemethatcharmingsmileofhisIlovesodamnmuch!Weateoverlightconversations.

Aboutschoolandhisjobandthethingswe'vemissedineachotherslivesforawholemonth.

Afterthedinnerwesharedadance.WhywasthistheperfectdateIsomewhatfeellikei'vebeen

needingallmylife?I'veonlyeverseenthesekindofdatesonmoviesonly.Itwasperfect!I

lookedupathimaswedanced

Me:thankyou

Him:for?

Me:everything.This.It'sperfect

Him:Marryme

Ichuckledandlookeddown

Him:i'mserious.

HeletgoofmeandputhishandinhispocketandtookoutamaroonboxwrittenCatierin

cursivewriting.Hewentdownononekneeandlookedupatme.



Him:marrymeMafaku

Ishookmyheadwithmyhandsonmymouth.helookedatmeconfusedbymyresponseand

sowasI.

Me:Ican'tMelokuhle.

Hegotupstillconfused.

Him:why?

ItookhishandandledhimtoourtableandsathimdownonthechairthenIsatonhislapand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck.

Me:Melokuhleyou21andI'm19,thisengagementcamealittletooearly.I'monlydoingmy2nd

yearandIhaven'tevenaccomplishedhalfthethingsIwanttoaccomplish

Him:andwhosaysyoucan'taccomplishallthesethingsyouwanttoaccomplishifyoumarried

tome?

Me:webothknowthatyoucanprovidemewitheverythingIwantandneedsuchthatIwon't

needajob.Heckyoucanevenbuildmemydreamgallerybutthat'snotwhatIwant.

Him:whatdoyouwantMafaku?

Me:Iwantustobepartnersandnotyourtrophywife.Iwantustobeabletoworktogetherand

sothatIcanbeabletospoilyouasmuchasyouwouldbespoilingme.I'mnotsayingIdon't

wanttomarryyou,justnotnow

Him:thankGodIdidn'tdothispubliclybecausethenIwouldbeembarrassedandhumiliated

Ipulledhimclosetomyfaceandplantedakissonhislips.

Me:trythisagaininabout3yearslater

Him:you'llbe21

Me:Iknow.AtleastbythenIwillbeoutofschoolandhaveajob

Him:Iloveyoufuture

Me:andIloveyou!

Wesharedakissandthenbrokeit

Me:nohardfeelings?

Him:Iunderstand.Butkeepthering.Letitbeareminderoftoday,letitremindyouofhowmuch

IloveyouMafaku.Hangitaroundyourneckorsomething



Me:finebyme.It'sbeautifulbytheway

Him:i'vealwayshadtaste.Mompickeditoutthou

Me:shouldhaveknown.Shehasexquisitetaste

Him:obviously.Tryiton

Me:whyamIscaredto?

Him:causeyouafraidthatwhenyouwearityou'lllovehavingitonyourhandandyouwill

maybereconsider

Ichuckled.Whythehelldoesthisguyknowmethiswell?

Me:shutup!

Him:youfull?Yougood?

Me:i'mgood.Wecangetoutofhere

Him:greatthen.

Igotupoffhimandwewalkedouttohiscar.HewasdrivingaBugatti.Trustmyboyfriendto

drivethiscoolcar.Ismiledandturnedtohim

Him:Iknowyouloveitandyou'vealwayswantedtodriveit

Hewasdanglinghiscarkeysinfrontofmyface.Iwaslikeakidinacandystore.Myexcitement

wasbeyondwords.Ijustlovethiscarshame,there'snothingthatspecialaboutiteitherthanthe

factthatit'sAwesomeasfuck.Igrabbedthemandhelaughedatme.Iwalkedtothedrivers

seatandheopenedthedoorformeandcloseditthenhewenttogetinthepassengerseat.I

starredthecaranddroveoff.Fuckitwasamazing.Everythingaboutitwasawesome!Hekept

takingpicturesandlaughingathowexcitedIwas.Idrovetomycampus,Iwasn'tsleepingathis

placethat'sforsure.Igotoffandsodidhe.Westoodinfrontofthecar.

Him:Ihadanamazingtimetoday

Me:youandmeboth.Thankyou

Him:thankyourfriendsformeforbringingyouhere

Me:waityouputthemuptoeverything?!WhatamIevenasking,ofcauseyoudid.

Hechuckledlookeddownandthenhelookedupatme.Youlookbeautiful

Me:youkeepremindingme

Him:Ihaven'ttoldyouinaverylongtime,I'mmakingupforlosttimes



Me:Isee.

Hepulledmeinforahug,morelikeasqueezeandthenhebrokeit.Wekissedgoodbyetoeach

otherandIwenttomydorm.Iwaswelcomedbymybedfilledwithteddybears,chocolatesand

orchids.Uhhhmok...

Me:andthis?

Her:courtesyofyourboyfriend

Me:Melodidthis?

Ash:yep

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Her:callhimandthankhimandjustdoeverythingthankful

Itookmyphoneanddialledhisnumber.Heansweredwithouthesitationlikehehadbeen

waitingforthecallorsomethingandthenwespokealittleuntilhegottohisapartmentand

thensaidourgoodnightstoeachother.Iwasinlovewiththismanmorethanbefore!

.
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Losingsomeoneyouloveevenifit'sforadaywillmakeyourealisehowmuchofanidiotyou

are.Mysistersknockedsomesenseintome,bothofthemandtheymademerealisethat

withoutYayaI'mnotthemanIwanttobeorintendedtobecome.Ispoketomomaboutmoving

tothestatesandyoucanimaginehowthatwent.

Her:Melokuhleyouhavealifehere,ajob,yourfamily.

Me:Iknowthatmombutmygirlfriendis28hoursawayfrommeandthingsbetweenuscan't

bethewaytheyshouldwiththiskindofdistancebetweenus

Her:Iunderstandyouloveherbabybutthis.Thisistoomuchevenforyou

Dad:Mahleyou'veneverbeeninalongdistancerelationshipbefore,youwouldn'tunderstand

whatMeloisgoingthrough



Her:Damondon'tencouragethis.Howishesupposedtoadapttoeverythinglivingmilesaway

fromhome?Wherewillhestay?Whatwillheeat?No!Ican'tletyouleave

Me:wellthenit'sagoodthingit'snotglorychoicetomake.I'vealreadysignedthecontract

momandmytickethasbeenbought.I'mleavingFriday

Her:thisFriday?

Inodded.Shewassohurt,itsnotthatIdidn'twanttotellherearlieronbutknowingMrsBess

shewouldhavedoneanythingandeverythingtokeepmehere,raisemysalaryordoubleitif

needbejustsoIstay.

Dad:honeyMelowillbeheadingBessthatside.Thisishischancetogrowandmakesomething

outofhimself

Mom:he'sonly20Damon!

Dad:andsowhereyouwhenyougotintoproperty.He'sgrowing,let'slethimBoobie

Me:Boobienothingwillchange.Iwillcallyoueverydayifneedbe.Ihavetodothismom

Her:whataboutyoursiblings?

Me:theyweretheonesthatsuggestedinthefirstplace.I'llcomebackeveryholidaymom

Sheshookherhead.Momtendstoblowthingsoutofproportion.

Me:younotgoingtolosememom

Dad:he'sgoingtobefineBoobie

Shegotupandstormedoff.Damnthiswoman,you'dswearweweremarriedthewayshewas

dramaticaboutthiswholething.

Dad:i'lltalktoher.Haveyoupackedeverything?

Me:yeseverythingispackedupbutI'mnotleavingwithallmystuff.I'llkeepmyapartmentfor

whenI'mback

Him:youreallygrowingup.I'mproudofyousonandthatgirlhadbetterbeworthit!

Ichuckled

Me:trustmesheisdad.She'llbemywifeoneday

Him:nomorechildishactsMelokuhleorelseIsweartogodyouwillfindyourselfjobless!

Me:trustmei'llbehave.She'stheonlyonewhocankeepmeontheleashfather.

Henoddedandgotup



Him:letmeattendtoyourmother

Me:sexherlikeneverbeforeifneedbedad

Hecrackedupinlaughterandsodidi.

Him:sheisstillyourmotherandI'mstillyourfather!Respectussillychild

Hesaidwalkingoutleavingmelaughing.Myparentsandsex!We'veneverwalkedinonthem...

thankGod!butthehickiestheygiveeachotherareenoughtotellusthattheygetbusy.That's

thekindofgrowingoldIwantandtheybothstaylookingyoungwiththisamountofsexthey

having.Iactuallyseewhytheyhaveagyminthehouse.Asformom,dadsexedherenough

causeshefinallyletmego.MyfamilyandIhadagreatfamilynightoutjusthavingfunand

drinking,yeswedrankwithourparentsandBoobiegotsosloshed.

.

.

AfterdroppingYayaoffatschoolIdrovetomyapartment.I'vebeeninCalisinceMondaybut

I'vebeentoochickentoseeher,IkeptcontactwithAshantijusttoknowhowshe'sbeendoing

seeingthatshe'sbeenavoidingmycalls.Ihadanamazingnighttonightwithher.Itwassogood

Iwishedthehoursofdaycouldincrease,feltgoodhavingherinmyarmswhereshebelongs.

I'vemessedupalotoftimesbutthistimewillbedifferentandthat'sapromisetomyselfandto

her.Ican'tsayIwasn'tbummedoutwhensherejectedmyproposalbutatthesametimeI

understandherrefusal,weyoungandshestillhasthingsandgoalsshewantstoreachbefore

marriage.Funnyenoughthatmademefallinlovewithherevenmore,awomanwithdreamsis

sexyasfuck!ThenextmorningIwokeanddidtheusualandthendroveofftotown,theguys

andIwerehavingbreakfasttogether.OnmywayIgotacallfromAse.

//Her:twin

Me:eylittletwinhowareyou?

Her:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Me:goodgood.Whatsup?

Her:Iwanttoknowaboutlastnightdummy!

Me:shesaidno

Her:what?Why?

Me:shewantstofinishschoolandreachafewofhergoalsbeforeshecanthinkofmarriage

Her:understandableIguess.Howareyoudoing?

Me:i'mokactually.Thingswillbedifferentthistimearound



Her:I'mgladtohearthat!Yougrowingup

Me:ohwhatever.Howdidyourdatego?

Her:wheredoIevenstart?He'samazingDerrick.HeiseverythingI'veonlyeverwishedfor

Me:heseemsgenuineIguess

Her:youstillfreakhimoutthou

Me:letthatbemotivationtokeepyouhappythen

Her:Melo!

Me:thelastthingIwantisyoucallingmecryingallbecauseofhim

Her:IranintoOlonayesterday

Me:oh...

Her:shewasaskingaboutyou.SaysyouusedherandallthatotherbsandthatYayahadbetter

notgetcomfortablebecauseyou'llpullaMeloinhersoon.Shewasjustbeingpettybecause

youendedthings

Me:Arghshe'llbefine.She'llgetoveritsoon

Her:yeah.Iya'sboyfriendaskedmetohelphimpickoutaring

Me:Ihopeyousaidno!Iyajustgotoutofrelationship

Her:itsbeen9monthsMelo

Me:yesbutsheandthisguyhaven'tbeentogetherthatlong.He'srushingthings

Her:youonetotalk

Me:webothknowoursisterdoesn'twantmarriage.Notanytimesoonanyway.Unlessyouwant

theguytogethisheartbrokenbyourbrutalsisterthengoahead

Her:ItoldhimheshouldslowdownalittlebecauseIyaisinnorush.plusshehasn'teven

introducedhimtoourparents

Me:see!Andbesides,there'snoCatierorTiffanyinSouthAfrica

Her:ohGod!

Me:what?Mysisterwon'twearsomecheapringfromAmericanSwissorSterns

Her:ohMelo!Whosaidweweregoingtolookinthoseplaces

Me:haveyouseentheguy?Hedoesn'taffordherandyouthinkourparentswouldletoursister



marrysomeonelikethat?

Her:itsnotaboutthemoneyMelo!

Me:youonlysayingthatbecauseyougrewupwitheverythinghandedtoyouonasilverplatter.

Her:nowyousoundlikeaspoiltbrat!Wedidn'tgrownupwithgoldplatedspoonsinourmouth

Melokuhle

Me:Iknowthatbutlittlesisterbehonest,wouldyousurviveadaylivinginashack?NoiPhone,

noelectricity,noguccibags,nozara?ThinkaboutitAse!

Her:hedoesn'tliveinashack!

Me:yeahbuthe'sinbetweenjobs.Iyaisjustgoingthroughastage

Her:sheloveshim

Me:whyhasn'theintroducedhim?

Her:yousodifficult!IwishYayawouldleaveyourassforabrokeguy!

Me:Iloveyoudoesn'tpaythebills.Untiltheguyseemsseriousabouthislifeandhasreal

dreamsandgoalsandanactualplan.Iyawon'tintroducehim

Her:goodbyebrother

Me:don'ttellmeyousulking?

Her:I'mnotsulking.Jamesjustgothere

Me:ohokthen.Iloveyouyeah

Her:Iloveyoutoo.Byebro

Me:byetwin//

Igotoutofthecarandwentinsidetherestaurant.Theywerealreadysittingdownchatting.

Me:sorryI'mlate.Wastalkingtomytwinonmywayhere

Micah:weorderedforyou

Me:thanks.SoScotthowarethingswithAdriane?

Micahstartedlaughing

Me:whatamImissing?

Scott:Idon'tgetit.Ifollowedeverythingintherulebookandshestillwon'tletmetapthat



Hesaidshrugging.

Scott:we'vebeenon5flippingdates,talkingabouteverythingbutsex.Idon'tknowguys

Me:youcounting?

Micah:hahahayep.Heevenknowshowmanydaysthey'vebeengoingout.Tellhimbro

Scott:itsbeen15days.I'mtiredalready.AndnoI'vebeencountingthemoneyi'vespentonher.

Doyouknowsheboughtmeapotplant.ThefuckamIsupposedtodowithapotplant?

Me:youremindmeofmycousinexcepthewouldhavegivenupalready.Justadmityoulikethis

one

Him:what?Fuckno!

Micah:thenexplainwhyyoucouldn'tgetitupwiththatsexywaitresson5thavenue

Scott:Iwasjusthavingaroughday

Me:sexywaitress?

Micahshowedmeapictureonhisphone.Thegirlwasnodoubtsexy.IfIwasn'twithYayaI

wouldprobablysmashthat!Shewasfuckingbangable

Me:roughdaymyass!Shelookslikeshecancureanykindofbadday!

Scott:Idon'tknowwhathappenedman

Micah:tellmeyouatleastwenttothehospitaltohaveyourselfcheckedout

Webothwerelaughingathim,hewassoannoyed

Scott:i'mnotsick!

Me:youcouldn'tgetitupbruh!That'sbeingsick

Scott:haveyouevenseenYaya?

Me:lastnightanditwasepic

Scott:didyouhitit?

Me:no!She'smygirlfriendandIjustwantedtohaveanicedinnerwithher

Micah:Ashtoldmeyouhadeverythingsetup

Me:yep.Iwantedtogiveherreasontostaywithmeaftereverything

Scott:shesleptwiththeguy...howdoyoujustmovepastthat?



Me:Icheatedonhercountlesstimeswithtwodifferentgirlsandshe'sforgivenmewithout

hesitationandlovedmewithoutdoubts.WhyshouldIcrucifyherforaonceoffmistake.She

didn'tevenhavesexwiththeguy

Scott:hisdickwentinsidehervagina

Micah:buttheystoppedthere

Scott:noneofusweretheresowedon'treallyknow

Me:ifshesaysitdidn'tgofarthenitdidn't.Iknowmygirlfriend.Shewouldn'tlieabout

somethinglikethatandbesidewewereonabreak...

Scott:i'llneverunderstandrelationshipsandbreaks

Micah:thedayyouactuallyletyourselffallinlove...we'llrevisitthisconversation

Me:exactly.Andbesideswegettingtoooldtobeplayinggamesandscrewinganythingwitha

holebetweentheirlegs

Micah:preachMrBess!

Wealllaughed.Wecontinuedchattingandthenwhenweweredonewesettledthebillandwent

tostockonbooze.Theplanwastogotothebeachwiththegirlsandhaveaminibraai/picnic

andplaybeachgames.WecalledthegirlsupandMicahofferedtofetchthemwhileScottandI

preparedeverythingelse.Wewerewalkingintheshopbuyingbooze

Him:youreallyloveYayahuh?

Me:Iwanttomarryherdude!

Him:wow.Whothehellraisedyou?Whoareyourfriends?

Ilaughed

Me:Iwasraisedinalovinghomewheremyfathernotoncecheatedonmymotherandstill

looksatherthesamewayhedidwhenhesaidIdo.Iguessgrowingupinthatenvironment

mademerealiseIwantthat

Him:Igrewupwithbothparentsbutlifeshowedmeflames.Girlsareeviloutthere

Me:ittakesonegirltobreakyourheartintoamillionpiecesandittakesanothertoputthose

piecestogetherandmendwhat'sbeenbroken.

Him:maybeonedayi'llmeetthatgirlhutuntilthemI'mscrewingmywaytohell

Ilaughedathimaswecontinuedbuyingandthenwhenweweredonewepaidandleftforthe

beach.Micahandthegirlswerealreadythere.Yayawaswearingawhitemaxidress,Serena

waswearingablueoneandAshwaswearingapinkone.Theyalllookedpretty.



.
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Thingsbetweenuswereperfect.They'vejustbeentooperfecttoapointwhereyouwouldn't

darebelievethatitwasus.WewereinDurban,Iwasdonewithmyexamsalreadyanditwasa

weekbeforemybirthday.MeloandIstillhaven'thadsex,Ican'treallysayingitwasstrainingour

relationshipbecausejustbeingaroundeachotherwasenough.Iwon'tlieandsayitwaseasyor

thatIdidn'tmissthesexcauseIdid,IthinkIwasavirginalloveragain.I'vetriedinitiatingitbut

myboyfriendissetonpunishingme.Whothehelldoesthat?SincewhendoesMelokuhlesay

notosexanyway?Idon'tgetit!HewasathisapartmentandIwasathomewithNaledi,Nita

gavebirthtoabeautifulbabygirlandsheandSiyaareofficial.Whowouldhavethought?!Nita

wasinMthatha,shelefttogivebirthandshehasn'tbeenbacksince.Herbabyisgorgeousand

shenamedherSiwaphiwe.NaledibargedintomyroomandIhadjustgottenoutofthe

bathroom.

Me:JesusChrist!Youscaredtheshiitoutofme

Her:what'swrongwithyou?Whyyoujumpy?

Me:i'mnotjumpy,youjuststartledme

Her:riiight???

Shesatdownonthebedandpattednexttoher.Ijoinedher

Her:what'swrong?

Me:Andrewwasfounddead...he'sbeendeadforquitesometime

Her:theguywiththesmalldickwhotriedtorapeyou?

Me:yes

Her:whathappenedtohim?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ireaditontheschoolpaper.Theydon'thaveanyinformationyet

Her:wow.Whenwasthelasttimeyousawhim?



Me:whenhewasescortedoutofclassfirstterm

Her:creepy.

Me:Iwonderwhathappenedtohim

Her:heprobablyrapedthewrongperson

Ijustshrugged

Her:lightenup.Hewasajerk,hedeservedit

Me:noonedeservestodieNaledi

Her:riiight...whattimeareweleaving?

Me:soonasIfinishgettingdressed

Her:loosenup.Melowon'tlikeyoustressingoverthis

Me:Idon'tknowLedi...whatifMelohadsomethingtodowithit

Her:yourboyfriendisallthingsbutheisdefinitelynotamurderer!

Me:i'llaskhim

Her:surewhatever.Getdressed,seeyoudownstairs

Me:sure

ShewalkedoutoftheroomandIheadedtothecloset,myphonerangonmywaythere.Itwas

Ash.Ianswered

//Me:mami

Her:heyhoneyhowareyou?

Me:goodthanksbabe,howareyou?

Her:I'mgood.Didyouuhhmreadtheschoolpaper?

Me:Ididthismorning.Poorguy

Her:whoeverkilledhimmadesurethatnothingleadsbacktothem.Theywereverysmartabout

it

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:thatwhoeverkilledhimwasaprofessional!There'snoevidencedude,hewasstabbedbut

that'salltheyknow.Hisbodywasfoundinsomeseweragetunnel



Me:Iwonderwhokilledhim

Her:Arghwhoknows.Onelesscreeptodealwith

Me:howlongdotheythinkhe'sbeendeadfor?

Her:Idon'tknow10monthsmaybe...

Me:howdidnoonenoticehisdisappearance?

Her:Ireallydon'tknowhone.Anywayourplaneleavestomorrowat8am

Me:awesome.Icannotwaitforyoutogetherealready.IsMichaelcoming?

Her:no,hisparentshaveathinggoingonwhichhehastoattend

Me:i'msorry

Her:i'lllive.IsThomasstillcallingyou?

Me:it'ssoannoying.Doyouknowthathesentmeapictureofusandsaidsomeshiitabout

howheandIwouldmaketheperfectcoupleandstuff

Her:thisguy.Canhenotgetthehintalready?

Me:you'dthinkMelo'sthreatswouldmakehimbackdownbutnope,hejustkeepscominghard.

Her:Isawtheinstagramposts.Melomustbepissed

Me:youhavenoidea.BabeIhatetocutthecallbutNalediwillwalkinhereandshoutatmefor

notbeingdoneontime

Her:Itotallyunderstandlover.SeeyouwhenIgetthere

Me:adayandafewhours

Her:toodamnlong.Byehoney

Me:bye//

Ididthenecessaryandthenworelowcutblackrippedjeans,whitevest,allwhiteallstaranda

shortdenimJacket.Needlesstosay,IwassimpleAF!Ipackedupmyhandbagandheaded

downstairscallingDerrick.

//Him:heybeautiful,missme?

Me:heyhandsome.WhendoIevernot?

Him:i'llbebackthisafternoonandwe'llspendthewhole...wellrestofthedaytogether

Me:that'sfinebyme.ThegirlsandIaregoingoutanyway



Him:needanything?

Me:notababybabe...I'mstillgood

Him:i'mjustasking.

Me:Iknow...babe

Him:yes?

Me:ArghletstalkwhenIseeyouok

Him:yousureitcanwait?

Me:yeahitcanwait

Him:okhone...i'llseeyouwhenIgetback

Me:bye

Him:Iloveyou

Me:loveyoutoo//

HehadtorushtoKokstadforsomebusinessthingyorwhatever.ArghIcan'tkeepupwiththis

guy,eversincehourstartedworkingthatsidehe'sbeensuperbusy,OfcauseIseehimenough

buttheworkloadisworryingmebecauseit'sstressinghimout.Thisguywasonlyturning21

forhimtobethisoverworked.Andthentheresmygallery,themoneyfrommyartwillbeusedto

payforthat.I'vebeenlookingforplacestohaveitin,Idon'tknowwhetherIwanttobuildfrom

scratchorjustbuyastudioandfixitup.Idon'tknowyet,I'minnorusheithersowe'llsee.Ledi

seemedannoyed

Me:i'msorry,IgotacallfromAsh

Her:Asemahleisalreadythere

Me:yoh

IlockedthehouseandwedroveofftoSuncoast.WefoundAsesittingwithsomeguy,if

memoryservesmerightthat'sSean.

Us:hey

Ase:youtwosuretake"Africantime"tothenextlevel

Me:it'smyfault.I'msosorrybabe.Uhhmhi

Him:ladieshi

Ase:guysthisisSean,SeanthisisYandiswaandthisisNaledi



Me:nicetomeetyou

Ledi:nicetofinallymeetyou...

AseandIrolledoureyes.

Sean:thepleasureismine.Letmeleaveyouladiestoit.I'llcallyou

Ase:sure

Heleftandwetookourseats

Me:okandthen?Whyareyouandyourexbusycallingeachotherwhenyouhavealoving

boyfriendinyourlife?

Ase:itsnothinglikethat

Ledi:explain

Ase:wefriends

Ledi:withbenefitsmaybe?

Ase:no.Strictlyjustfriends

Me:Ican'timagineJamesagreedtothat

Shebitherlowerlip

Me:myGodAsemahle!

Ase:Iknow...butIowehimthismuch,yourboyfrienddumpedhimformewhenIwasin

hospitalok!

Me:yepthat'sMeloalright.Alwayslookingoutforthoseheloves

Ledi:still...Idon'tgetthefriendship.Youguysonlydatedforlikeamonthortworight?

Ase:i'mnotheartlessguys.Idon'tlikehavingenemies

Shesaidhailingherhandtosomeone,Iturnedanditwashercousin,Anathi'slastbornBanele.

Shelivesinpretoriaandshe'salwaysbusy.I'mshockedtoevenseeherhere.Melotoldmethat

afterBomidied,sheuppedandmovedtoPretoriaandwasneveravailableforanything.She's23.

Bane:helloladies.

Shehuggedhercousinandthencametous

Her:youareYandiswaright.Godyouevenprettierinperson

Me:thankyou...youtoo



WehuggedandthenshewentontogreetLediandthentookherseat

Ase:itsbeenforever

B:Iknowbabe.I'vejustbeenbusywithwork

Thispersonisprogrammer...IguessHerscarcityisexpected.

Ase:whatever.Letsorder

Shehailedforawaiterandthenweordereddrinksandfood.LateronMelocalledmesayinghe

justgotinDurban.

//Him:shouldIcomefetchyou?

Me:yesplease

Igiggled.

Him:youdrunkaren'tyou

Me:justalittletipsy

Him:whereareyou?

Me:suncoast.

Him:i'monmyway//

Me:Meloiscoming

B:hewillmurderyourass

Ase:he'snotthatstrictwithher

Me:whateverguys

Ase:soyouleaving?Youtheworst

Me:Iwillmakeituptoyouguys...shotsonme?

Ledi:we'lltaketheshotsfornowbutyoustilloweusbigtime

JustthenMelowalkedin.Hewasdressedsocasuallybuthelookedsofuckinghotorthe

alcoholwasplayingtricksonme?

Him:ladies

Hesaidpullingmeinforahugandkissingmyforehead

Them:hey



Ledi:sheowesusshots!

Him:whathaveyoubeendrinking?

Ase:everything!

Me:lies.Justshots

B:19shots...prepartytypeofthing

Him:youguysaretryingtokillher.

Hetookouthiswalletandplacedcashonthetable

Him:thisisforyourlastroundandNoneofyouaredrivinginthisstate

Ledi:wecandrive

Him:noyoucannot.I'llcallSiyaandSihletocomefetchyouguys

B:howdoyoudatesomeonelikethis.He'ssocontrollingandsofatherly

Me:andIlovehimjustasheis.Canwegonow?

Isaidpoutinglookingupathim,hehadhisheavyarmonmyshoulder.Hourpeckedmylips

Him:letswaitfortheguystogetherefirst,theynotfar

Inodded.

Me:Ineedtopee

Him:i'llgetyouwatersolong

IwalkedtothetoiletsanddidmythingwhenIwalkedoutsomeoneputhishandinmymouth

andshovedmebackinthecubicle.

Him:heyYandi.Don'tscreamplease

Ilookedatthisguy.You'vegottobekiddingmerightnow.Him?Now?Whatisheevendoing

here?Heremovedhishand.

Me:whatareyoudoinghereZuko?

Him:youstillbeautiful

Hewasblockingthedoor

Me:moveori'llscream!

Him:Iwouldneverhurtyou.Atleastnotonpurpose



Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Him:IwantyouYandiswa.Iwantallofyou.Iwantyourprettytightcake.Ijustwantyou,Iwant

tobeinsideofyou.Iwanttohaveababywithyou

Ichuckled.Ifonlyheknewhowridiculoushesounded

Me:Zukojustgetoutofmyway

IsaidtryingtopushhimonlyforhimtosmashhislipsintomineholdingmyhandstightlyI

couldfeelmybonescrushing.Ibithislipandheletgoofme

Him:thefuckdidyoudothatfor

Islappedhimandheheldhischeek.

Me:stayawayfromme

Him:orwhat?You'lltellyourboyfriend?Hewon'tdoanythingtome

Ilookedathim

Him:i'llseeyouaroundbeautiful.

Heturnedaroundandashewasabouttoopenthedoorheturnedtome

Him:anddon'tworryaboutAndrewanymore.He'stakencareof

Andthenhewalkedoutleavingmespeechless.Whendidhebecomelikethis?TheZukoIknew

wouldhaveneverdonethistome.Youeverbeensoshakenyousuddenlysoberup?Thatwas

me.Iwashedmyhandsandwalkedbacktoourtable.SiyaandSihlewerealreadyhere.

Melo:wereyoutakingadump?Whattooksolong

Itookthewaterfromthetableandgulpeditdown

Melo:youok?

Me:canwepleasejustleave

Ikeptlookingaroundhopinghewasgone.Andrewdidnotevendoanythingtome,whywould

hekillhim?HowdidheevenknowaboutAndrew?

Melo:areyouok?

Inodded,hegavemethatlookofhisthatshootsstraighttomysoul.

Melo:guyswewillseeyouaroundyeah?

Them:bye



Wewalkedouttohiscarandhestrappedmeintomyseat.

Him:Yayawhathappened?

Me:pleasejustdrivetoyourplace

Hestartedtheengineanddroveoff.Iwasreallyshaken.Soberedupandscaredasfuck!He

parkedoutsidehisflatandIquicklygotoffmakingmywaytohisdoor,hewasrightbehindme.

Him:Yandiswatalktomealready

Iwasabouttogoupthestairswhenhegrabbedmyarm.

Him:talktome.Please

Me:IranintoZuko

Him:thatexofyours?

Inoddedandlookeddown

Heliftedmychinupwithhisindexfingerandmademelookupathim

Him:whathappened?

Me:heforcefullykissedmeandtoldmethathewantsmebackandthathewantstohavea

childwithmeandthathemissesme

Ididn'tevenfinishwhenhepulledmetohischest.Ifoundmyselfcrying.Icanbeverydramatic

whenthere'salcoholinmysystem.IcouldfeelMelo'sheartpounding,hewasangry.Heneeds

tostoptreatingmelikeababythisone.

Him:i'msorryIletyougoalone

Ijustsobbedinhischest.Hepickedmeupandtookmetohisroomandthenwecuddled.I

couldfeelhisheartbeatslowdown.Ipulledawayfromhischestandlookedupathim

Him:youokay?

Inoddedandkissedhislipsandheresponded.Ineededthis,webothneededthis.It'sbeentoo

damnlong!Thekisswasslowandeverythingfeltlikeitwasmovinginslowmotion.Heflipped

usoversohewasontopbetweenmylegs,hekeptgrindingonmeIcouldliterallyfeelhisD

insidehisjeanshorts.Ihelpedhimtakehist-shirtoffandhehelpedmetakemythingsoff.By

nowIwasnakedandhewasleftinhisboxersbusycaressingmyboobswithhishands.Hewas

doingthethingsandhewasn'teveninyet.Hewentdownandfoundhiswaytomyhoneypot

andsuckedthelifeoutofme,hewassogoodIcamewithinseconds.Icouldfeelhimsmugand

chuckle.Sofullofhimself.Helickedmecleanandthencameuptokissmewhiletryingto

inserthimself.



Him:hasitreallybeenthatlong?

Me:youhavenoidea

Ipulledhiminforaakisssoastoavoidthepainbetweenmylegs.Igaspedanddugmynails

deeponhisbackwhenIfeltitgoin.Fuck!Thatshiitispainful!Meloisnotjustthick,heisthick

andlong,nottoothickthoubutjustperfect.Hestartedofslowlyandthenincreasedhispace...

wecametogethercallingeachother'sname.whythefuckdidwestophavingsexagain?Hegot

ofmeandpulledmetohischest.Hepulledmyhandtohismouthandkissedit.Icouldfeel

myselfdriftingofftolalaland

Him:didhedothistoyou?

Me:what?

Ilookedatmyhandandmywristwaspink.Whenhekissedmehewasholdingmywrists

together.

Me:yes...

Him:thisguyclearlydoesnotknowme!

Hisheartbeatwentfroma2toa100realquick.Ididn'tevenhavetheenergytoentertainhis

anger.Ijusthadthebestshaginages.Okmaybemonthsbutstill.Imissedhiminsideofme,

thelookonhisfacewhenhecums...fuck!IlovethismanwithallthatIam!
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WhileIwasinKokstad,IbumpedintoKateandherfriend.Shewasstillthebeautyshewas

monthsagoeitherthanthelittleweightsheputonwhichonlymadehersexyasFuck!Shewas

drivingascrollerandherfriendwascarryingababy.

Me:Kate

Her:Derrick...whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:i'mhereonbusiness



Myeyeswerefocusedonthebabyherfriendwascarrying

Her:Alexi'llcatchupwithyouguys

Alex:sure.

Shetookthescrollerandwalkedaway.

Me:youkeptthebaby?

Sheshookherhead

Her:mymotherwouldhavemurderedme.I'msorryMelo

Me:oh

Her:heorshewouldhaveprobablybeenbeautifulorhandsome...likeyou

Me:mh

Her:Ishouldleave...

Me:itwasniceseeingyou

Her:likewise.ByeMelo

Withthatsheleft.Ididn'tevenknowwhattosayorhowtofeel.IwishIhadconvincedbeenable

toconvincehertokeepit.IwishIhaddonemore.Maybethingswouldn'tbeastheyarenow.

IhatethatIwasn'tthereforYayawhensheneededmethemost.Thisguyseemsliveacreep!I

waswatchinghersleeping,sopeacefulandveryadorable.Isnuckoutandtookmyphonewith

medownstairs.IcalledBanele.

//Her:cousin

Me:heycous,youbusy?

Her:yes...I'mstilldrinking

Me:didn'tyouguysleave?

Her:wewenttoCubana.How'sthegirlfriend?Sheseemedshaken

Me:that'sexactlywhyI'mcallingyou.Ineedyoutohelpmefindsomeone

Her:who?

Me:Ionlyhaveaname

Her:Ineedmorethananamecousin.



Me:Nalediknowshim.Askher

Her:okwilldo.Whatdoyouwanttoknowaboutthisperson

Me:everything.Ineedleveragetouseagainsthim

Her:doIwanttoknowwhathe'sdone?

Me:hescaredmygirlfriend

Her:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Imeanhe'sadangertoher.Anobsessedex

Her:Uwoah!You'llgetittomorrowmorningwhenI'msober

Me:comeonBanele

Her:IcametoDurbantohavefun.Pleaseletme

Me:whatcanIdotogetthistonight?

Her:canIjustgetyouhisnumberfornow

Me:fine!

Her:bye!//

IwaitedforansmsandIgotanumberandaddress.Iwroteastickynoteandleftitonthe

mirror"LefttogobuyfoodandalsowenttoMrsBess.Bebacksoon.Xoxo".Gotinmycarand

droveofftothelocation.Itwasalreadypast6pmandIgotherearound4pm.Iparkedandthen

headedinside.Iknockedandheopened.HewasabouttotalkwhenIpunchedhimbetweenhis

eyes,hebentdownholdinghisface

Him:whatthefuckman.

Me:stayawayfromYandiswa

Helookedupatmeandchuckledwhichonlypissedmeoff.

Him:Yandiswaismine

Me:pasttense.Wasyoursbutnotanymore

Hechuckledagain

Him:youmayhavehernowbutshe'llalwaysbemineandshealwayscomesbacktome.You

notthefirstandyoudefinitelynotthelast

Ichuckled



Me:aren'tyouconfident.TheYandiswayouknewisdifferentfromtheoneIknow

Him:thenwhydidshekissme?

Me:aforcedkissisnotakiss.StayawayoryouandIwillhaveproblems

Him:youdon'tscaremeBess

Me:neitherdoyoubuttouchheragainandyou'lllosethosehands.

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor

Him:she'smine

Me:keepdreaming!

Iwalkedoutandgotintomycar,IhadamissedcallfromYaya.Icalledherback

//Her:hey

Me:heyyouawake

Her:whenIwakeupIexpecttofindyoubesidemeandnotastickynoteBess

Me:i'msorrybabe.MrsBesscalledandyouknowhowshecanget

Her:Iknow.Youstillwithher?

Me:i'monmywayhomenowbabe.Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Her:you...anything

Shegiggled

Me:you'llhavemeasyouplease.NowwhatshouldIbuy?

Her:canwegooutinstead

Me:showerupI'monmyway

Her:awesome.//

Droveoffcallingmom,IliedabouthertheleastIcoulddoischeckonher.WespokeuntilIgot

tomyplaceandthendroppedthecall.IgotinsideandMissywasplayingmusicandlotioning

herbody,shelookedsofuckingsexy!WhydidIevercheatonher?Iclosedthedoorsoastonot

disturbherandthensneakeduponher

Her:youdoknowthatyourcolognegivesyouawayallthetime!

Shestilldidn'tturn.Ihuggedherfrombehindandkissedherneckmakinghermoansoftly



Me:canwedodinnerlater

Isaidwithmyhandbetweenherthighs

Her:yoursistercalled

Me:i'msureshedid

Isaidinsertingmymiddlefingerwhilestrokingherclit,sheletoutamoanwithherhands

holdingontothebackofmyneck.Ikeptfingeringheruntilshewasclosetocomingandthen

pulledout.Sheturnedaroundandwrappedherarmsaroundmyneckandkissedme

Her:didyouevenshower?

Me:doesitmatter?

Shegiggledinbetweenthekissandthenpushedmetothebed.Shehelpedtakemyclothesoff

andthenwentonherknees.Fuck!!!Thisgirlwasdoingthethings.Shestartedstrokingmewith

herhandandthensheflickeredhertongueonthetipmakingmefeelthingsIhaven'tfeltina

longtime.ShegavemethebestBloweemakingmeorgasmhardandthenIpulledheruptome

andwefuckedforwhatseemedlikeanhourswitchingpositionseverynowandthen.Whenwe

weredoneweshoweredandthengotdressed.Shekeptstealingglancesatme

Me:whatisit?

Her:Imissedthis

Me:stopperving!

Her:Ican'thelpmyself.Yousodamnhot!

Ichuckled.Thisgirlandflirting.WheredidIgether?

Me:quititMafakubeforeIdothingsthatwillmakeusstayinthisflatthewholenight

Shegiggledandworemyt-shirtwithshortsandapairofheels.I'mpleasedtosayshelooked

sexy!Anythingofminesheworeshemadeitlook10xbetter.

Her:what?

Me:nothing

Her:stopdrooling

Me:i'mjustworriedthat'sall

Her:I'mfine.You'llbewithmeeverywhereIgo

Me:obviously.



Shehelpedmeputonmywatch

Her:whathappenedtoyourhand?

Me:hadaruninwithsomeidiot'sface

Her:youpunchedZukodidn'tyou?That'swhereyoudisappearedoffto

Inoddedlookingatherassheobservedmyhand.

Her:whatwillIdowithyou.Youcan'tjustgoaroundpunchingpeopleforme

Me:Icaniftheymesswithyou.Andifanyonetouchesyoutodayteethwillfly

Her:JesusChrist

Sherolledhereyes.Iwalkedtotheclosetandwenttofetchmysneakers.Whenwewereboth

doneweheadedout,Iletherdrive.

Her:Icannotbelieveyoulettingmedriveyourbaby

Me:youlooksexybehindthewheel.Aren'tyoureadyforyourownbaby?

Shechuckled

Her:ifIhadthecashi'downonebutI'mtoofocusedonmydream,acarcancomelater

Me:andwhatifIofferedtogetyouone

Her:NO!

Me:what?Why?

Her:justnoMelo.Acaristoomuch

Me:aren'tyoutiredofbeingdrivenaroundandrequestinguber's?Imeanthemoneyyouspend

onUber'scouldbeenoughtospendonpetrol

Her:canwenotdothisplease.

Me:fine

Sheparkedandthenwegotofftoeat.Whenweweredoneoverlightconversationswedroveto

theclubtowhereeveryonewas.Yayaistoocaughtupinbeingindependentitkindofscaresme.

Makesmefeellikeshedoesn'tneedmeorsomething.Idon'tknow.Thecrewandeveryone

werealreadysloshed,wellthegirls.Jameswasheretoo.

Me:doc

Him:lawyer



Me:MeetmygirlfriendYandiswa,thisisJames

Yaya:hi

Him:nicetomeetyou.Asemahleadoresyou

Yaya:whereissheanyway?

Him:dancefloor

Hesaidrollinghiseyes

Yaya:awesome.I'mofftojointhem

Shekissedmycheekandleftme.

Me:andsheadoreshertoo

Him:Isee.Anythingtodrink?

Me:notnow,sohowarethingswithmysister

Him:she'samazing,she'sanAngel

Me:Icanimagine

Him:shetoldmewhathappenedtoher

Me:shetoldmeshedid

Him:tellmetheguyisdead

Ishookmyhead

Me:he'sinprisonandhe'ssomeguy'sbitch

Him:that'snotenough.Doyouknowshestillgetsnightmares

Me:shenevertoldmethat

Him:yeah.Shewantstovisithim

Me:she'snotdoingthat!

Him:itsnotmychoicetomake.Maybeifheweregonethenshewouldn'tbewantingtoseehim.

Iguessshesomewhatneedsclosure

Me:it'sbadenoughshe'shavingnightmares,seeinghimwillonlytakeherbacktothetrauma.

That'sthelastthingweneed

Him:youyourselfknowyourtwin.Whenshehashermindset,nothingcanstopher



Me:shecanbeverystubborn.JamesI'mtrustingyoutotreatherright

Him:IknowandtrustmeIwon'tscrewup

Me:good

Igotuptogogetmyselfadrink.Ifoundthegirlsgoingwildonthedancefloor.Theseonesand

dancing.It'sanobsessionIswear.Ihuggedmygirlfrombehind

Her:youseriouslycan'tstayawayhuh

Ase:itssocute

B:morelikeannoying.IsweartoGodyouhavehimunderaspell

Ledi:itsnotabadthingthou.Imeanit'sbeautifulandsomeofusonlydreamofwhattheyhave

Yaya:youreallyneedamanbuddy!

Ledi:oneday

Me:youtellthemgirl.Needanything(whispering)

Her:I'mfinebabe.Ihadashotortwo

Me:don'tgettoodrunkok?Youdriving

Her:fine.Justdon'tgetsloshed

Me:yesmadam!

IwalkedtothebarandboughtabottleofHennessythenheadedbacktothetable.Theguys

werealltherenow

Me:wheredidyoudisappearoffto?

Sihle:hadtogogetmoreweed

Me:allofyou

Siya:hadotherthingstodotoochill!

Wealldrankandhadfun.Thegirlscamebacktojoinusandweengagedinmeaningless

conversations.Iexcusedmyselftogopeeafterawhile,onmywayoutIbumpedintosomeone.

Me:i'msosorry

Her:noitsmyf...Melo

IlookedupanditwasOlona...great!justfuckingperfect!WhyissheeveninDurban?



Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:youjustup'dandleft.Nowordnonothing.

Me:ayayay.Wewereneverdating,quitactingasifweweremore

Her:she'sreallychangedyouhuh.Theleastyoucouldhavedonewascall

Me:Olonawewerefuckbuddies,alongtimeago.Whathappenedwasamistakeandshouldn't

havehappenedinthefirstplace.I'msorryforhavingledyouonandthinkingthatwecouldever

bemore

Her:areyoukiddingme?SeriouslyMelo!

Me:byeOlona.Enjoytherestofyournight

Shestoodbeforeme.

Me:youreallydon'twanttotrymerightnow,I'mtoodrunkforthis.BegratefulI'meven

apologising!Gobacktoyourfriends

Her:Idon'tgetyou

Me:youneverwill

Ipushedherasideandwalkedoutandheadedback,IsatYayaonmylap.

Her:tookyoulongenough

Me:hadabumpinwithOlona

Her:oh

Me:she'smadbecauseIjustup'dandleftwithoutsayinganythingtoher

Her:Isee

Me:tellmewhenyouwanttogook

Her:willdo.Ineedtopee

Me:letsgo

Her:I'mnotachild

Me:Iknowthat.Nowlet'sgo

Shepoutedandgotoffmethenwewalkedtotheloohandinhand.Shewasleadingtheway,I

waitedoutsideforherandshewentinanddidherbusiness.Shecameoutaftersometime

Her:thelineintherewasshittylong



Me:Isee.Letsgogetmewater,Ineedtosoberupalittle

Her:toldyoutoslowdownontheHennessy

Me:toldyouIwantedtogetsloshed

Her:whateverBess.

WegottothebarandIaskedforabottleofstillwater,wewaitedoverlightconversation.

"Cute"

SaidanOlonabehindYaya.Yayaturned

Yaya:hellotoyoutoo

Olona:youreallycan'tchangehim

Yaya:i'mnotyou.Idon'tjustgiveituptoanyonewillingtogetit

OlonaraisedherhandtoslapherbutYayacaughtherwristjustintime.

Yaya:Idareyoutotrythatonemoretimeandyou'llseewhathappensnext.I'mnotratchetbutI

don'tmindbeing...justtohaveyouoffmyback!

Sheshookherheadlookingatme

Yaya:hewon'tdoanything,justlikehe'snotdoinganythingnow.You'vehaditformesinceday

oneandi'msickofit.Thesms's,thewhatsapptexts,thepictures.It'salowblowevenforyou

Olonastormedoffandleftusstandingthere

Me:whatsms's?Textsandpictures?

Her:whenwewereonabreakshestartedstalkingme.Sendingmepicturesofyouguysand

threateningtextsandallthat

Me:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Her:itwasn'timportantplusIhaditcovered

Ishookmyheadindecisively

Her:Iknowwhatyouthinking.Don'tMelo,it'sfine.I'mfine

Me:finethen

Ipaidformywaterandwewalkedbacktothetableandjoinedtheothers.Theyweresmoking

hubbly,wellithadweedinit.Thesepeople.WhoknewDocsmokedsometoo?

.
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Olonapissedmeoff.Whydosomegirlsfeeltheneedtobethatdesperate?Idon'tlikedrama

butdramajustseemstofollowme.ForsomereasonIwashopingtomeetupwithherbecause

theshiitshehadbeensendingmeinthosemonthsreallywasn'tflyingwithme.It'schildishand

desperate,toodesperateifyouaskme.IdrovetotheairportwithLeditofetchAshandSerena,

plansformybirthdaywereinprogressbutIwasn'thavingitinDurban,herewewouldjustgo

clubbingandthenhaveapartybackinMthatha,IowemyfamilythatmuchseeingthatIbailed

ontheminJuneandlastyear'sbirthday.Ifpeoplewantedtobetherethentheywouldhaveto

drivetoMthathashame.Wehuggedandthenwedroveoff

Ash:sowheretofirst?

Me:aren'tyoujetlagged?

Ser:shemeanslater.WewanttodrinkSouthAfricanalcoholanddancetoSouthAfricanmusic!

Ledi:mykindofgirls!FuckI'msogladtofinallymeetyouguys

Me:wecandoeverythingelselater.Fornowwegoingtoourplaceforyouguystocrash

Ser:justbecauseweinyourhomecountry,don'tmeanyougottabebossy.Whathappenedtoa

littlehospitality?

Me:Ifiguredyouateontheplane

Ash:youofallpeopleknowthatthefoodtheyservesucks!

Me:sorry!Wheredoyouwanttoeat?

IlookedatLedi

Ledi:don'tlookatme

Ash:anywhereisfinereally..

Ser:aslongasit'sfood

Ledi:roccomama'sitis



Ash:awesome.Letsgothen

Wedroveoffoverlightconversations.Wegotthereandplacedorders,Igotacallfrommy

father'swife...Iwonderwhatshewants.

Me:excuseIshouldtakethis

Them:sure

Iwalkedtotheladiesansweringthecall.

//Me:hello

Her:hi,Iheardyouintown

Me:yeahI'mback,yousoundstressediseverythingok?

Her:Sinohasbeenadmittedtohospital

Me:whatdoyoumean?Whathappened?

Shestartedwailingwhichmeantitwasserious.Ihaven'tspokentoSinoinawhile,lasttimewe

spokewaslastmonthandshewasstressedaboutexamsandstuff.Iwonderwhathappened.

Her:shehadanepilepticepisodeandthisoneisprobablytheworstshe'severhad.I'vebeen

hereforanhourandnoonehassaidanythingandyourfather'sphonekeepsgoingstraightto

voicemail.GodI'msoscared

Me:breathe.Pleasejustbreathe,I'monmyway.Whichhospitalareyouin?

Her:nexttoGateway

Me:i'monmywayjustholdon//

Isatthereonthetoiletseatandjusttookamomenttoletthetearsrolldown.HowdidInot

knowshewasepileptic?Howcomeshenevertoldmeyetshetoldmeeverythingelse?It

doesn'tmakeanysense.Iwipedmytearsandthenwalkedoutofthecubiclestillwipingmy

eyes,IfeltsomethingcoveringmynosemakingmedropmyphoneandlikethatIwasknocked

out.

.

.

-Ledi

Yaya'sbeengoneforanhournow,partofmewantedtoworrybutpartofmetoldmeshewas

probablytalkingtoherboyfriendnow.Withheryouneverknow.

Ash:doesshenormallystaythislongonthephone?ImeanI'mherroommatebuteventhisisa



littletoolong

Me:herandherstepmomaren'tthatclose,she'sprobablytalkingtoherboyfriendnow.I'llgo

checkneh

Igotupandwenttotheloo.Iwenttoknockonallthecubiclesandtheywereallempty.Ok...

whatthehell???Icalledherphoneanditrangsomewherearoundhere,soundedlikeitwas

underthesink.Ikneltdownandtookapeakandthereitwas,thescreenprotectorhadcracked.

Nothingaboutthismakesanysense,shehadmissedcallsfromMeloandherstepmom.I

typedinherpasswordandtookdownMelo'snumberontomyphoneandjustthenherphone

ranginmyhand.

//Him:Babe!

Me:Melohi

Him:Naledi?Where'sYandiswa?

Me:Idon'tknow.Ifoundherphoneonthefloorinthetoil...

Him:Naledithefuckdoyoumean?Whereismygirlfriend?

Me:Idon'tknowMelokuhlepleasejustcalmdown?

Him:whereareyou?

Me:roccomama's

Him:i'monmyway!//

Iwalkedout...wellmorelikeranbacktothegirls.there'snomanualorhandbookonhowto

reacttofindingyourfriend'sphoneonthefloorinanemptytoilet.Imeanwhatthehelldoyou

evendo?Yayaisamama'sbabyandIknowverywellthatifIhaddisappearedshewouldcall

hermotherfirstsothatshecantellherwhattodo,it'scrazy,Iknowbutthat'sjusttheperson

myfriendis.She'sthetypethatwouldcallhermotherbecauseofaflattyre...anywayIdialled

Mamu'Gxaba'snumberonmyphoneandcalledherbutherphonewouldringtillvoicemail...just

great!

Ash:wheresYaya?

Isunkdownonmyseat.Whathappened?Whocouldhavetakenherandwhy?Shedoesn't

makeenemiesmos.

Ser:earthtoLedi

Shesaidwavingherhandinfrontofmyfacesnappingmebacktoearth.

Me:she'smissing



Ash:veryfunnyLedi.Butintherealwhat'sYandiswadoinginthere

Me:she'smissingAshanti!

Ser:howthefuckdoesapersongomissing?Itmakesnosense

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Ash:i'llgotalktothemanager

Shesaidwalkingawayfromourtable.Asifthatwillsolveanything.Ikepttryingtocallher

motherbuttonoluckandIdon'twanttoscarehergrandmother,she'sbeenthroughenough.

HerphonerangagainandthistimeitwasAsemahle.

//Her:heyYayawhereareyou?

Me:thisisLedi

Her:whereareyouguys,I'mboredasfuck!JameswascalledintoworktodayandnowI'm

boredathisplace

Me:AseYandiswaismissing

Her:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Imeanshe'smissing.Ifoundherphoneonthefloorinthetoiletwithouther

Her:itmakesnosensethou.FuckhaveyoutoldMelo?

Me:he'sonhiswayherenow

Her:whereareyouguys?

Me:roccomama's.

Her:howdoessomeonegomissinginamall,thatplaceisn'tevenbugenough

Me:Idon'tknowAsemahle.I'mjustasconfused!

Her:i'llcallyouagain//

JustthenMelowalkedinshouting.Mywordthisguyanddrama.Inallhonestymyfriendhasa

goodeye.Herboyfriendisquitealookershame.AndnoIdon'twantMelo!I'mjustappreciating

God'screation.

Him:whereisshe?

Me:Melocalmdown

Him:don't.Justdon'tok!



Hewalkedawayfrommeandheadedtowardthebar,Ifollowedrightbehindhim.

Him:Iwanttotalktosomeoneincharge

Ash:thatwon'thelpatall.Thesecuritycamera'sinthetoiletwereoff,theybusyfixingthemor

somethingalongthoselines...welltheallofthecamera'sinthisrestaurant

Him:thatmakesnofuckingsense!

Hestormedoffleavingusalljuststunnedandliterallynotknowingwhatthefucktodo.Just

thenmyphoneranganditwasYaya'smom

//Me:Mafaku

Her:Naledimissedcallsezingaka(somanymissedcalls)

Me:MamaYandiswaismissing

Her:Nalediyounotfunny

Me:i'mseriousMaGxaba.Idon'tknowwheresheis,Ifoundherphoneinthebathroom.

Someonemusthavetakenher

Her:whowouldtakeher?

Me:Idon'tknowMa.Ireallydon'tknow,Icanbarelythinkofanyone

Her:i...I'monmywaythere//

Justwow!Thiscannotbehappening.Afewdaysbeforeherbirthdaynogal.Wheredoweeven

startlookinganyway?WesettledthebillandIdroveustoourplace.Thegirlsneededtofreshen

upanyway.HerphonekeptringingtoapointIshutitoff.IwouldcallNitabutshedoesn'tneed

this,she'sgonnabestressingandIdon'twantthat,shehasababytoworryabout.IcalledMelo

whodidn'tansweranyofmycallswhichwasonlystressingmeout.Idon'tgetit.Wherewould

shedisappearoffto?

Ash:wegoingtofindher

Me:how?Wedon'tevenknowwheretostart

Her:wecanstartbyaskingThomas.He'sintown

Me:Thomas?

Her:hehasathingforher.Youneverknow

Me:orZuko.MelopunchedhimnotsolongagoandonthatverysamedayhetoldYayathatshe

washisandstuffsoIreallydon'tknow

Her:soundsdelusional



Me:youhavenoidea.

Itookmycarkeysfromthetable

Ash:whereareyougoing?

Me:Ican'tjustsitanddonothing.I'mgoingtoZuko'shouse!

Her:I'mcomingwith.Letmegowearpropershoes

Shewaswearingsleepers.Iwalkedouttheminuteshedisappeared.Iknowit'swrongofmebut

I'mstressingandjustthethoughtofZukotakingherwasenoughtomakemegocrazy!Idrove

tohisplaceandbargedin.Hewasinthekitchen

Me:whereisshe?

Him:whoareyoutalkingabout?Hellobytheway

HewaswalkingbehindmeasIwentinroombyroominhisflat

Him:Nalediwhothehellareyoulookingfor?

Me:Yandiswaismissing.Whereisshe?

Hechuckled.Iturnedtohimandslappedhim,hislaughwasjustannoyingandIwaspissed

Him:seriously

Iwalkedtothekitchenandsearchedhisdrawersandcameoutwithaknife

Him:doyouevenknowhowtousethat?

Me:Zukowhereismyfriend?

Hehadthisannoyingsmug.Thisguywasn'teventhatGoodlooking,Idon'tknowwhatYaya

wasthinkingdatinghim...letalonelosinghervirginitytohimormaybenotbecauseshenever

blednordidshecum...butthat'snotthepointhere.

Him:NalediIdon'tknowwhereYandiswais.Shehasawhoreofaboyfriend.Askoneofhisgirls

Me:younotfunny!

Him:HaikeIalsodon'tknow!Goodluckthou

Me:ZukoIwillusethisknife

Isaidpressingitonthesideofhisneck,he'salittletallerthanmesoyoucanimaginethat

image.Yandiswaandtallguys...atleastMeloistallandbuff-ishwhilethisoneisjusttalland

skinny...weedsmokerlooktypeofthing.



Him:youknowIcouldgetyouarrestedforthis.I'msurethere'salawagainstwhatyoudoing

Me:ifIfindoutyouhadsomethingtodowiththisIswearIwillkillyouwithmybarehands!

Iputhisknifeonthekitchencounterandwalkedouttomycar,Ihadadozenmissedcallsfrom

Ash.IcalledMeloandthistimeheanswered

//Him:what?

Me:foundanything?

Him:thispersonwassmartaboutthis.There'sliterallynothingonthesescreensthatshow

anythingsuspicious

Me:itdoesn'tmakeanysense.Apersondoesn'tjustgomissing

Him:yellmeaboutit.I'masconfusedasyouare

Me:IjustspoketoZukoandhesayshedidn'ttakeher

Him:don'ttellmeyoubuythat!

Me:Idon'tbutwhatifitwasn'thim?AshtellsmeThomasisintown

Him:what'shedoinghere?

Me:Idon'tknowMelokuhle.Idon'tknowok!

Him:gohomeNalediI'mhandlingthis

Me:she'smybestfriendMelokuhle.I'mnotgoingtositbackanddonothing

Him:andi'llneverforgivemyselfifyougothurtintheprocess.

Me:i'mnotyourproblemMelokuhle

Him:youasstubbornasyourfriendyeses!

Me:whatcanIdo?

Him:nothing.Ihavemyfather'speopleworkingonthis

Me:Ican'tsitanddonothingMelokuhle

Him:gotomyhome.It'ssaferthere,Asemahleisthere

ThankGodthisguyisnotmyboyfriend.He'ssocontrollingandorderingandshiit.It'sactually

annoying.Ijustdroppedthecall//

Idrovehome.Igotthereandtookdownherstepmom'snumberandcalledher,theamountof

missedcallsfromhercouldmeanit'sserious.



//Me:hello

Her:hi.Whoisthis?

Me:thisisNaledi,Yandiswa'sbestfriend

Her:Yandiswaisn'tansweringherphone.Anyideawheresheis?

Me:she'smissing

Her:Idon'tunderstand

Me:wearedoingeverythingtofindher

Her:IwishIcouldhelpbutSinoslippedintoacoma

Me:what?

Her:she'sepilepticsoshehadanepisodewhichslippedherintoacoma

Me:i'msosorry

Her:Idon'tunderstandwhyallofthisisjusthappeningnow.Idon'tgetit

Me:i'llcomebythehospitallateron

Her:thankyou.Pleasekeepmeposted

Me:willdo.ByeMa

Her:bye//

Tearsjustrolleddownmyeyes.Thiscannotbehappening.Notnow!Itmakeszerosense.What

amImissing?Whocouldhavetakenherandwhy?

.
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"...seeI'mnotlikealltheothergirlsthatyouhavebeenmessingwithseeIwanttogiveyou

everything,willyoupleaseacceptmyheart,Iwon'tletanythingtearthisloveapart.Isaynoway.

Nohow.Notme.Notnow.I'mgonnaprovemyloveistrue.BreakingyourheartissomethingI

won'tdo..."IwasinmycardrivingtotheMansionakahometothebeautifulvoiceofToni

Braxton-Noway.Yaya'sfavouritesong.tothinksheoncededicatedthissongtomeandforced

metolistentoittoapointwhereIactuallyendedupenjoyingitandrightnowIjustmissed

havinghersittingnexttomewithherhandonthegearsingingalongwiththatterriblevoiceof

herswhichIactuallylovenow.Igotusedtoit.Ihadtogetusedtoit.Whocouldhavetakenher?

ThoughtswererunningwildinmyheadIcouldbarelythinkclearly.Itwasthefollowingdayin

theearlyhoursofmorning.Ihadn'tsleptawinksearchingandjusthopingIcouldgetsomething.

I'vecalledanyoneIknow,anyonewhoknowsher,IwenttobeatZukoupanddidn'tgetanything

fromhimandThomasisnowheretobefound.He'shereinSAbutquestioniswhere,hewas

spottedlandingbutnooneknowswhereheresides.Istoppedonthesideoftheroadandjust

letthetearsout.Thisisallmyfault.There'snobetterexplanationofhergoingmissingoutof

theblue.IshouldhavedonesomethingaboutZukotheminuteIheardhehadhercornered.I

shouldhavegottenheradriverorsomesortofprotection.WellIofferedbutYandiswaflatly

refusedit,Ishouldhavepersistedonit.WhenIfeltIhadcriedenoughIdrovestraighthomeand

parkedinsidetheyardandwentinside.MrsBesswelcomedmewithahug.

Her:wegoingtofindherbaby

Ididn'tevenrespond.Nothingaboutherdisappearingmadeanysense.Whywouldsomeone

kidnaphertobeginwith?Idon'tunderstand.Iseriouslydon'tunderstand.

Me:thisisallmyfault

Her:nobabydon'tsaythat.Youdidn'tdoanything

Me:shewasdoingfineuntilIcameintoherlifeMa.I'vedonenothingbutscrewherlifeup

Her:butthat'slovebaby.Turningeachotherslivesaround

Shepulledmeawayandheldmyshouldersatarmslength.

Her:Iknowyouhurting.Youneedtorestok!Yourfather'speoplearedoingthebesttheycan

Me:itdoesn'tmakesense.Someonedoesn'tjustgomissingMa

Her:Iknowbaby.Wewillfindher

Me:howishermother?

Her:worried,devastated,scared...wehadtohavehersedatedforhertoactuallysleep.You

shouldgoresttoo

Me:whatiftheyfindher

Her:IfIhearsomuchasanythingIwillwakeyouupmyselfok.Goonandshoweri'llbringyou



somethingtoeat

Ididn'targue.Ijustwentstraightupthestairsandwalkedintomyroomstraighttotheshower.

WhenIwasdoneIgotoutandMrsBesswassittingontheedgeofthebed

Her:Ibroughtyousleepingpillstoo.Eatupandrest

Me:i'mnothungryMah

Her:youhavetoeatsomethingbaby,youcan'tdrinkpillsonanemptystomachanddon'ttryto

arguewithmeMelokuhle

Ikeptquietandtooktheplateandsatdowntoeat.Ionlymanaged3spoonsbeforeputtingthe

foodbackonthetray

Her:restbaby.Wegoingtofindher!

Withthatshewalkedout.Itookthepillsandgulpedthemdownandgotinunderthecovers.I

askedBaneletocheckthefootageatGatewayagainintheparkinglotthistimeandshewas

stillbusygoingthroughthat.Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleepbutIwaswokenupbymyphone.

//Me:hello

Her:Imayhavefoundsomethingbutit'snouse

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:thecar,it'sregisteredtosomeolddeadladysowhoeverdidthiscalculatedtheirevery

move

Me:canyougetanythingfromthepersondrivingthecar?

Her:lookslikeaman,hisfaceiscoveredupsoIhavenothingtogoon

Me:can'tyoutrytracethecar?

Baneleisliterallyageek.Mycousinwasalmostcaughtwiththiswholehackingthingofhers.

Sheonceswitchedpeople'smoneyintheirbankaccountsjusttotestherskillsandthatalone

wasenoughtohavetheGovernmentdepartmenthireherfortheirpersonaluse.

Her:that'swhatI'mcurrentlyworkingoncus.I'llcallyouwhenI'vefoundsomething.

Me:thankyou

Her:sure//

AfterthecallIcheckedthetimeanditwaspast10amalready.Fuck!Igotupandtookaquick

showerthenheadeddown.Yaya'smomwassittingonthecouchwithmomthinkingofallthe

possibilitiesofthingsthatcouldhappentoher.



Ma:comeonBabe'sdon'ttalklikethat

Babe's:she'stakenAmahle.Whataretheoddsofherevenbegininthiscountry

Ma:wehavetobepositive

Her:I'mtrying.Ireallyam!

Me:Ma'Gxaba

Sheturnedtome.Hereyeswereswollenandred,shelookedlikeshe'dbeencrying.Shestood

upandwalkedtowardsmethenslappedtheshiitoutofme.Iheldmycheek

Her:thisisallyourfault!youaretoblameforeverythingbadthat'shappenedinmydaughters

life!Heronlysinwastoloveyouandnowthis.Findher!Youowemethatmuch.Andafterallof

this,Iwantyoutostaythefuckawayfromher!

Withthatshewalkedout.Thiswoman.Iunderstandshe'shurtingbutdamnshedidnothaveto

slapmelikethatwhatthefuck?I'malsohurtinghere!

Ma:she'sjusthurting

Ididn'tsayanything.ImademywaytothekitchenandpouredmyselfaglassofCiroc...Ifound

itinthefridge.Iwonderwhoseitisbecausemyparentsdon'tstoretheirliquorinthisfridge.I

gulpeditdownatonego

"Slowdown"

IlookedupandAsemahlewaswalkinginfromthepassage.Shewalkeduptomeandpulledme

inforahug.

Her:howareyouholdingup?

Ishrugged

Her:dumbquestion.Haveyouheardanything

Me:Banelehasthelicenceandregistrationbutitbelongstosomeolddeadperson.That'sa

deadend,she'stryingtotraceit

Her:that'sshouldn'ttakelong

Me:yeah.

IwashedtheglassandreturnedittoitsplaceandgotintomycardroveofftoSouthBeach.I

heardthat'swhereThomaslives.

.

.



-Thomas

Somuchfortryingtokeepalowprofile.EversinceIgotherethemediahasbeeninmyfacebut

Ifinallyescapedthem.IwaswaitingformysisterinahotelinSouthBeach.SheandIbarelysee

eachotherwithmelivinginthestatesandallpluswedon'tevengetalongsohenceInever

mentionImentionIhaveasister.She'syoungerthanme,probably20or21ArghIdon'tknow

butallIknowisthatsheandIaretwodifferentpeople.Thingschangedwhenshecamebackto

SouthAfricayearsback,Ididn'tlikethefactthatshewouldquitschoolallbecauseofsome

highschoolaffairwithsomeboywho'sprobablymovedonalready.Idon'tbelieveinthiswhole

puppyloveb.s.Itdoesn'texist!I'vebeentryingtocallYayasinceyesterdaybuttonoluck,her

phonegoesstraighttovoicemail.Iunderstandsheblamesmeforthealmostsexwehad,Argh

thisMelokuhleguyhasherunderhisspellIswear!I'vebeenknowntogivethebestsexever,

Yayaisthefirstwomantoeverdenymethatandmaybethat'swhyIlikehersomuch,because

sheiswhatothergirlsaren't.It'sherbirthdayinafewdaysandIfiguredi'dsurpriseher.Imean

wewerefriendsfirstbeforeIcaughtfeelings.Therewasaknockonthedoor,figuredit'sroom

servicesinceIorderedsomethingtoeatandithasn'tarrivedyet.Iopenedandwaswelcomed

byMelokuhleBesswholookedlikehehadbeenhitbyatrain.MaybeheandYayabrokeupand

nowhe'sbumpedoutaboutit.Poorthing.

Him:whereisshe?

Me:hellotoyoutoo

Him:i'mnotplayinganygameswithyou.Wherethehellisshe?

Me:ifonlyIknewwhothefuckyouweretalkingabout!

HewasabouttorespondWhenhisphonerang.Heanswereditabitfarfromme.

//Him:talktome

.....

Him:KuQumbu?What'sitdoingthere?

.....

Him:Ican'tjustsitbackandnotdoanythingBanele

....

Him:fine!//

Helookedatmeonce.

Him:ifyoutouchsomuchasahaironherheadIwillkillyouwithmybarehands!

Andwiththathewalkedout.Okwhatjusthappened?Iliterallyjustlanded!Igotontomysocial

mediaaccountsandtherewassomestuffwrittenaboutamissingYandiswa.Whatthehell?



Howdoesapersongomissinginthisdayandage?Fuck!Ineedtofindherbeforehedoes.

WheredoIevenstartlooking?Justthenthefoodcameandsodidmysister.

Me:Ihavebeencallingyou!

Her:i'msorryI'vebeenalittlecaughtup

Me:withwhat?

Her:schoolandstuff.Relaxwouldyou...geez!

Me:WhatisthisIhearaboutyoudatinganoldman?Apastortobeexact

Her:ohcomeonbrother,thingshappenokandweloveeachother!

Me:Lathithayougoinghome!

Her:ohThomas.IfyoufailedtotakemehomebackinLAwhatmakesyouthinkyou'llsucceed

now?

Me:he'samarriedfamilyman

Her:youareonetotalkwithyourhopelesscrushonsomebodyelse'sgirlfriend.They

inseparablebrother,Itriedbutnothing

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:YayaandMelo.Theyinseparable.Maybethingsarebetterofwithher"missing",you

probablystandachancewithhernow

Me:Lathithawhathaveyoudone?

Her:sowhatareyouhaving?Thislooksyum!

Shesaidthrowingherselfonthecouch

Me:Lathithawherethehellisshe?

Her:ohIdon'tknow...probablyinthebottomoftheoceanorlockedupinsomeapartmentor

burieddeep

Shelaughedhysterically,itwasthatannoyingevillaughwhichonlypissedmeofffurther.I

chargedatherandpressedmyhandsonherneckandtightenedmygrip

Her:youwillingtokillmeforloveunreturned?Shemustbespecial

Me:lathithaIwillnotaskyouagain.Wherethefuckisshe?

Her:that'sthebeautyofitisn'tit?Youdon'tknowwhetherI'mtheonewhotookherormaybeit

wasoneofhercrazyexe'sormaybeitwasoneofherboyfriend'scraziesormaybeitwasme...



youjustdon'tknowandifyoukillme...youmightjustneverfindher!

Iremovedmyhandsfromherandsheheldherneckwhilecoughing

Her:JesusChrist!Youalmostkilledme.DadwillknowaboutthisThomas!

Shetookherbagandstormedoffoutofmyroom.Icalledupafriendandaskedhimtotailmy

sister.SomethingtellsmesheknowswhereYayais!

.

.

-Melo

IwasfuckingstressedandthisThomasguywasn'tmakingthingsanyeasiereither.WhatamI

missing?Iunderstandhejustflewintownbutwhosayshehadnothingtodowithit?Andthen

theresZukowhowouldratherbebeatupintoapulpthantellmewhatheknows.Banelesaidit

wasaman.ShecalledmetotellmethatthecarwasinQumbu,itwasstationaryandinsome

village.Dad'scontactswhereworkingonit,speakingofmyfatherhewasback,thatmanis

alwaysawayonbusiness.Igothomesendthrewmyselfonthebed,Ijustignoredeveryonewho

wasdownstairsinthelounge.Therewasaknockonthedoor

Me:goaway!

Thedoorhandleturnedandthenmyfatherwalkedin.Hesatontheedgeofthebed.

Him:Iknowwhatyougoingthrough.I'vebeentheresonandIknowithurtsfeelinglikethere's

nothingyoucandoandhavingtothinkoftheworst.Youofallpeopleknowher.Youknowthe

kindofpersonsheis,holdontothatbecauseit'sthatpieceofinformationthatwillhelpyou

thinkpositively.Whenyoumotherandmyparentswentmissing,assmuchasitwasn'teven24

hrsIwascrushed,didn'tsleepawink,didn'tknowwhattodowithmyself.Theonlythingthat

keptmesanewashavingyourunclewithmebecausehadIshuthimout,whoknowswhat

stupidthingIwouldhavedone?YouhavefamilyMelokuhleandwewon'trestuntilwefindher.

EveryoneIknowislookingforherok?

Hesaidpattingmyknee.Dadisnotamanofmanywordsbutwhenhespeaks,hemeansevery

wordandhekeepsit.Inodded

Him:IgotacallfrommyguysinQumbuandtheysaythecarhasbeendesertednearsome

plantation

Me:sowe'vereachedadeadendbasically

Him:notquiet.Thereisawitnesstheyhaveandtheycurrentlyquestioninghim

Me:that'snotenoughdad

Him:sontheytryingok.Justgetsomerestandthencomejoinusdownstairs.



Inoddedandthenhewalkedout.Thisismessedup!It'sseriouslymessedupshiit.Thisshiit

onlyhappensinthemoviesandnotinreallife!Nothingaboutthismakesanysense!Icalled

BaneleandaskedhertotailOlona.She'stheonlypersonwhomIcanthinkofatthemoment

whowouldbedesperateenoughtogothisfar.

.
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Iwokeupwithasplittingheadache,agrumblingtummyandlightcominginfromthewindow.

HowlonghaveIbeenout?Itriedtotouchmyheadonlytofindoutmyhandsweretiedupand

soweremyankles.Great!Typicalkidnapstory.Couldn'ttheyhavebeenalittlespontaneous

aboutthisandaddedaTVatleast,maketheroomlookpresentable?Imeanifyougoingtokeep

someonehostagetheleastyoucoulddoismakethemcomfortableright?EventhechairIwas

sittingonuncomfortable.Thesepeoplewerereallysetoutontorturingme.Iwonderwhatthisis

about.Thedooropened,Ilookedupandamanwalkedin,hewastallandhandsomenodoubt

butthenwhenagoodlookingguyhasyouhostage,theirlooksaretheleastofyourconcern.He

hadaglassofwaterwithhimandaplatethathadasandwichon.NormallyI'dbefreakedout

andworriedaboutbeingdruggedbuthonestlyIamthirstyandhellahungry!

Him:heredrink.Youmustbethirsty

Me:whereami?

Him:PortStJohns

Me:howlonghaveIbeenhere?

Him:2daysnow

Hehelpedmedrinkandthenputtheglassonthetable

Him:youareveryprettyYandiswa

Hesaidlockinghairbehindmyearwhichonlymademecringe.Hehadthislookinhiseyes

whichonlyscaredme.Whateverhedoescanhepleasenotrapeme.IknowI'mon

contraceptivesandallbuttheyonlypreventpregnancyandnothingelse.I'veseenwhatrape



doestopeopleandIamnotreadytobepartofthestats.

Me:whyamIhere?

Him:youintheway

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:youshouldn'thavegottenwiththatBessboytobeginwith

Iwasreallyconfusedrightnow.

Him:helovesyou,toomuchevenwhichisnotgoodformyfriendbecauseshelovesmeand

willdoanythingtobewithhim

Me:whatfriend?

Him:you'llseehersoon.Itoldhertostayawayfromtheguybutwhentheymetagainsparks

flewandsomethinginhermadeherfallinlovealloveragain

Me:Olonadidthis?

Hechuckled

Him:youhungryprincess?

Me:what'syourname?

Him:Luzuko

Me:canyouloosentheseupalittle,theyreallyhurtingmywristsandmyankles

Whenaniggashowsalittleinterestinyou,yougottaseizethemomentandtakealittle

advantageofthesituation.Heloosenedtheknotupalittleandremovedtheropeonmyankles.

Hewassquattinginfrontofmeadmiringme

Me:thankyou.Thankyousomuch

Isaidtouchinghisfacewhichmadehimleaninclosertomytouch.Itookthisasanopportunity

tokickhimintheballs.Maybeheshouldhaveworejeansbecausesweatpants...notagood

idea.Igotoffthechairandranforthedoor,Ifoundmywaytoakitchenandtookoutaknife

fromthedrawertryingtocuttherope.Iheardhimcursingmakinghiswaytothekitchen.This

ropewouldcutatall.Fuck!I'mscrewed.

Him:youforgottotakethekeyprincess.Fuck

Hesoundedreallypissed.Ican'timaginethepainhewasin.Allstardontplay.Hewalkedin

holdinghiscrouch

Him:you'llwishyouneverdonethat



Iheldtheknifepointingathim.I'vewatchedmoves,IsawLedistabaguyintheballs.Iknow

howtouseaknife.

Me:Iamnotafraidtousethis

HonestlyIwasterrifiedasfuckbutthisisnotimetobeshowingfear.Maybethoseyearsof

livingwithLediwerefinallypayingoff.Iseewhytakingselfdefenceclassesareanecessity.He

walkedcloserandImovedback

Him:youwon'tusethatprincess.

Iswungitathimandhemovedback.Heseemedalittlestunnedbymywillingnesstofightback.

HeprobablythoughtI'mthosekidsthatgrewupwithasilverspoonandliterallyknowsnothing

abouttherealworld.Igrewupwithboys,Iknowhowtofight.HeckwhenIwasakidmyaunt

wasconvincedIwouldbelesbianoratomboy.

Me:comecloseri'dreallyliketoshowyou

Him:Itookyouforgrantedprincess

Me:whywon'tyoujustletmego?

Him:Itoldyou,youintheway!Becauseofyourmeddlingshelostherbaby

Me:Kate?

Him:howmanyexesisthisboyfriendofyoursresponsibleformakingthemloseachild?

Ikeptquiet.NowIwasreallyblankandtiredofplayingthiswholeguessinggame.

Me:justletmegoandIpromiseyouIwon'tpressanychargesorwhatsoever

Weheardakeyturningandbothturnedtothedoor.Hesmiled

Him:givemetheknifeandlet'sgobacktotheroombeforethingsgetugly!

Me:no!

Thedooropenedandawomanwithredhairwalkedinandlockedbehindherwithafewplastic

bags.

Her:isshestillout?

Sheplacedtheplasticsonthecounterandthenlookedupandnoticedme.

Me:noway!

Myeyeshadtobedeceivingme.Itcouldn'tpossiblybe!WhathasMelokuhlegottenmeinto

now?IwassoshockedtoseehertheknifeinmyhandslippedandfellandjustthenIfeltabee

stingonmyneckandIwasknockedout...again!



.

.

-Naledi

It'sbeen2wholedaysnowandstillnothing.TheQumbuthingwasadeadendandthe"witness"

didn'tgiveanythingsolid.MeloandYaya'smomhadittheworst.Babe'slivedwithus,saidshe

couldn'tbeinthesamehouseasMeloorelseshewasgoingtoloseit,sheblamedhimfor

Yaya'sdisappearanceandsodidMelo.Hehatedhimself,heblamedhimselfforthis.Ididgoto

seeSinowasshewasn'twakingupeither.Everythingwasjustmessedup.Ijusthopethatshe's

notlyinginaditchsomewhere.Foodcouldbarelygodown,noneofuswerehandlingthis.Melo

droveofftoQumbuhimselfandsearchedthevillagehighandlowandstillgotnothing.Whoever

didthisisamastermindnodoubt.It'sonlybeen48hoursandwealllooklikewe'vebeenhitbya

truck.Weareallamess,atrainwreck.ItwasherbirthdaypartythisFriday.Thiswouldbeher

firstbirthdaywithoutme.Asbusyasshewaswithschoolshecametoattendmineandnita's

birthday'sandalsoNita'sbabyshower.That'sthekindiffriendsheis.Wehavetofindher!

Ma'Gxabawassittingonthecouchtalkingonthephone,shesaidhergoodbyesandthenturned

tome

Her:Idon'tknowanymore

Me:don'tgiveupjustyet.Melokuhleandhisfamilywillfindher

Her:itsthissameMelokuhlewhogotherintothismess

Me:hayiMaMelowouldneverputYayainharmsway.Helovesyourdaughter,helovesherso

muchthathequithisjobhereandwenttoworkinthestatesjusttobeclosetoher

Sheshookherhead.

Her:ifhereallylovedherthenhewouldhavenevermadehercrythewayshedid,hewouldhave

savedherfromhimselfandhislunaticflingsorexe'sorwhatever!

Me:MahuZukohadYayacorneredthisotherdayintherestroomandforcefullykissedher

tellingherthathebelongedtoher.Melowenttobeathimup

Her:ZukoisinDurban?Whatishedoinghere?OhGod!

Me:mypointisthatit'snotMelo'sfaultthatshe'smissing.Heishurtingjustasmuchasyou

areMaandYayawouldn'twantyoutreatinghimthewayyouarerightnow.YouandMeloshare

thesamepain,youloveherasmuchastheotherdoes.Don'tpushhimawayhe'sonlytryingto

gethisgirlfriendback.

Shejustnoddedandkeptquiet.Ashwalkedinwithteaandofferedusboth.Serenajoinedus

andwealljustsatsilentlylisteningtothenews,hermissingwasonthenewsnowtogetherwith

othermissinggirlsstories.



.

.

-Melo

IjustwishIcouldgetsomething.Ahintoraransomnoteorjustsomething.TailingOlonawas

uselessandsowastailingLathitha.BoththesegirlsdidnothingoutoftheordinaryandThomas

himselfdidn'tdoanythingsuspicious,Zukowasremovingfrommypunches.Basicallywehad

nolead.Baneleworkeddayandnighttogetaglimpseofsomethingbutsheherselfwasn't

winning.MyphoneranganditwasKate.Whatcouldshepossiblywant?Ianswered

//Her:Melo.Hi

Me:Kate

Her:Ijustsawitonthenews.Howareyouholdingup?

Me:onedayatatime

Her:ifthere'sanyonewhocanfindherit'syou.Justhanginthereok

Me:yeahthanks

Her:Melo

Me:yah

Her:goodluck.Iknowshemeanseverythingtoyou

Me:byeKate//

I'mreallyinnomoodforsmalltalk.OfallthepeopleonmysuspectlistKateisn't.She'snot

capable,Iamprobablyunderestimatingherbutshedoesn'thaveitinhertopullthisoffnor

doesshehavetheresources.Ikeptscrollingonmyphonecontactlisttryingtothinkofallmy

pastflingsbutfoolishme,Ideletedalltheirnumbers.TheonlynumbersIstillhadwereofMira

andOlonaofwhichIgottadeletethemtoo.Asemahlewalkedinandcuddledherselfundermy

arm.Shehasaboyfriendforthisbutshestilldoesittome.

Her:whatareyouupto?

Me:tryingtofigureoutwhichofmyexesorflingscouldhavepulledthisoff

Her:wefoundnothingsuspiciouswithLathitha'sphonerecordseitherthanthecallsexchanged

betweenherandThomas.Olona'sphonerecordsseemcleana..

Me:whatcouldLathithaandThomasbemeetingabout?

Her:theyarebrotherandsister



Me:noway.

Her:yesway.WhenlastdidyoutalktoMiranda?

Me:Ihaven't.Ilastsawherwhenshetriedkillingherself

Her:Iknowshe'snopsychobutcanwehaveBcheckintoherphone..justtobesafeandKate's

too

Igavehermyphone

Me:haveatit

Shetookitandwalkedoutwithit.IwasgoingcrazylockedupinmyroomsoIoptedforjoining

theminstead.WhenIgotdownstairsIyapulledmeinforatighthug.

Her:howareyou?

Me:thewayIlookisthewayIfeel

Her:we'llfindherok

B:Kateseemsclean,there'snothingoutoftheordinarywithherandherbankingactivitiesseem

normal

Me:gofigure!Shewouldn't

B:wejusttryingourluckhere.Whoevertookherhastomessupsomehow.Awesome

Us:what?

Her:ImanagedtogetintothesecuritysystemofthegasstationinQumbu.I'mhopingwe'llget

something

Ikepthopingandprayingforamiracle.Therehastobeamiracleorsomethingalongthose

lines.IgotacallfromLediaskingifwehadfoundanythingbutnopewehotnothingyet.Ase

walkedoutandwenttothekitchen.Thefamilyhasbeensosupportivethroughthisandsohave

ourfriends.

.

.

<3

[10/16,20:59]Wadz:*WITHPAINCOMESLOVE*

.

.



S02E42

-Yaya

WhatevertheygivingmehasgottobethemoststrongestdrugI'veeverhadinmysystem,even

ecstasydidn'tknockmeoutthisbad.Mybodyfeltnumbandjustweird.Ilookedupandshe

wassittingonthebedpressingherphone,shereallyseemedpissed.

Me:Miranda

Her:ohyou'reawake.Finally!

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?

Her:isn'titobvious?Youtookhimawayfromme

Me:Ididn'tnottakeMelokuhlefromyou.Hecametomenottheotherwayround

Her:watchwhatyousay"MissYaya"youdon'twanttopissmeoffanyfurther

Me:Iliterallydidnothingwronghere

Her:thenexplainthis!

ShesaidholdingthenecklacewithMelo'sring.WasIreallythatoutthatIdidn'tevenfeelher

takeitoff?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatkindofexplanationyoulookingforreally

SheslappedmesohardIcouldfeelbloodinsidemymouth.IthinkIbitmyself.Shelookedmad,

likereallymadshewasevenpink.AfterallthisisoverMeloandIaredoneshame!

Me:fuck!

Her:thisisaring!

Me:duh!Anyidiotcanseethat

Her:whatisitthatyouhavethatIdon't?

Me:Idon'tknow...maybebecauseI'mXhosa...hismomisXhosawhichmakeshimhalfXhosa...

Ireallydon'tknowhoney

Her:ifyouwanttogetoutofherealivethenyou'llstopgivingmeattitudeandstarttalkingtome

properly

Me:Mirandalisten,Iwastheonewhofoundyouonhisbedwearinghist-shirtod'donpills.I

calledtheambulanceforyouandIwaitedatthehospitalforhimtofinallygettherefrom

whereverhewasfrom.Idon'tknowwhatitisthatIhavethatyoudon'tbutlikeyoui'mstupidly

inlovewithhim.He'shurtmeinwaysevenIdidn'tthinkwerepossible,heturnedmeinto



somethingI'mnotbutforsomefuckedupreasonI'mstillinlovewithhim.Idon'tknowwhyhe

keepscomingbacktomeevenaftereverything,onlyhecanansweryouthat

Her:isthisajoke?Youdon'tlovehim!Ifyoudidyou'dbewearinghisringonyourfingerandnot

yourneck,ifyoulovedhimlikeIdidyouwouldhaveneverlefthim!

Me:MirandaifIheardthestoryright,youlefthimandnottheotherwayround

Her:itwasn'tme.Itwasmyparents,theyleftmenochoice

Me:MirandawhyamIhere?

Idon'tknow.Sheseemslonelyandinneedofcompany.Ithinkthemiscarriagemessedherup

mentally.Sherolleduphersleevesandshowedmeherwrists,theyhadcutsandburntmarks.

Her:Ihadamiscarriageandhedidn'teventhinktwicetostaywithmeinsteadhechasedafter

youleavingmetodealwithitalone.Istartedcuttingmyselftoavoidtheemotionalpaininside.

Losingachildispainful,Ishouldn'thavesurvivedandit'sallyourfault.Ifyouhadjustletmebe

thennoneofthiswouldhavehappened.Melowouldn'thatemethewayhedoesrightnowandI

wouldbeinpeacebutyou.Youjusthadtomeddle.Youmaythinkyousavedmebutyoumade

thingsworse.Iwasadmittedintoapsychwardformonthsandonlycameout3daysago.

ShehadtearsrollingdownhercheeksandforsomereasonIcouldn'tstopmytearsfromrolling

downmycheeks.

Her:itsallyourfault.IwantedtodiebutinsteadIlostmybaby.Ilostourbabyandnowhe'll

neverforgiveme.He'llneverevenlooktwiceinmydirectionandthat'sallbecauseheknowshe

hasyouinhiscorner.PerfectmissYandiswa.Youcheatedonhimbuthestillforgaveyou.You

bringoutasideofhimevenIcouldn'tbringout.Thingswouldbebetterifyouweregoneand

thenMelowouldbeminelikeheshouldhavebeentobeginwith

Me:theweedyousmokingonisthegoodstuff!Haveyouanyideahowcrazyyousoundright

now?YoukillmethenMelowillneverloveyounorwillheeverforgiveyou.

Her:shutup!Justshutup!

Shesaidshoutingatmeandthrewinaslapwhileatit.Whatisitwiththisgirlandslapping.

Me:looklet'smakethingseasierforyou.Letmegoandi'llbreakthingsofwithhimand

convincehimthatyouhisgirlandtheoneheshouldspendhiseternitywith.Hecki'llevenmove

awayfromDurbanjusttogiveyouguysspacetomakeyourrelationshipworkout

Her:youlying!Youlovehim

Me:loveisnotenough.MirandaI'minthissituationbecauseofhim,ifit'sanythingIwanttoget

awayfromhimbecausehehasdonenothingbutbringmemisery.Eversincehecameintomy

lifeI'vehadtofightofgirlsandhavegirlsthrowinsultsmeandthentheresyouwiththe

kidnapping.It'senoughalready.I'vehadenough.Howmanygirlsouttherearejustlikeyouand



wouldgothismilejusttogetMeloback.Takehim,Idon'twanthimanymore

Shelookedatmelikeshewasstudyingmeandmyresponse.Shesmiled,atearrolleddownmy

cheek.I'mreallydonewithhim.This?Thisismylaststraw!Ijustcan'tdothisanymore.

Her:wow!Movingspeech.Youalmosthadmefooledforasecond,thefaketearsandall.Iknow

youstudyartsforaliving.Youdon'tfoolme

Me:Idon'tknowwhatmoreyouwantfromme

Her:Iwantyououtofhislife,outofhismind

Me:wellthat'seasy.Getawitchyougiveyousomelovepotionandfeedittohim.Hecki'lleven

helpyoufindone.Justletmego

Her:no!Iwanthimtolovemeathisownfreewill

IfmyhandswereuntiedIwouldraisethemupinsurrender.Thisgirlwasdifficult.Idon'tknow

thesignsandsymptomsofbipolarbutI'mbeginningtothinkshesuffersfromitorshesuffers

fromanothermentalsickness.Thisbitchcrazy!Luzukowalkedin

Him:thislookscosy

Her:Ineedtobreathe!

Shestormedout.Helookedatmeandbithislowerlip...wellthat'sgay!

Him:youreallytiredofhimhuh?

Me:i'minthismessbecauseofhim!

Hekneltinfrontofmeandcuppedmyface

Him:abeautifulgirllikeyoushouldn'tbecaughtupinthis.Youshouldbewithamanwholoves

andappreciatesyouandworshipsatyourfeet

Ishrugged.Helookedintomyeyes.

Him:fuckyoubeautiful

Me:Iknownowpleasestoptouchingme

HeshookhisheadandchuckledThenwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Him:youknow,no-onewouldhearyouscreaminginthesewoods.You'vepissedMiraoffand

shewon'tbebackforthenexthour.

Helockedthedoorandturnedtome.Fearstartedcreepingin,realfear.

Him:youhaveveryniceboobsprincess



Me:thankyou

Isaidwithashakyvoice,hewasbusyunbucklinghisjeansandwalkingclosertome.

Him:withthoselipsIbetyougiveameanblowjob!

Ishookmyhead

Him:don'tlie.Iknowyoudo,whyelsewouldaniggacomebacktoagirlwhoopenedupfor

anothernigga?

Me:Luzukoplease

Him:Iwon'tdotoyouanythingyou'veneverdonebeforeandenjoyed.Icanmakeyoucumin

wayshe'snevermadeyou.Ifyougivemeachance

Ishookmyhead

Me:no.Pleasedon'thurtme

Him:Iwon'thurtyou.Ijustwantatastethat'sall

Hesaidpickingmeupandthrowingmeonthebed.Itriedscreamingbutreallyitwaspointless.

Him:Itoldyounoonecanhearyou.Ilovescreamers

Hepinnedmytiedhandsabovemyheadandstrokedmyboobs,normallythatwouldturnmeon

ifitwereMelodoingitbutthenitwasn'thimsoitwasjustdisgusting.Hemadehiswaytomy

jeansandunbuttonedthebuttonandsliddowntheziprevelingtheredlaceIhadbeenwearing

thedaytheytookmeatroccomama's.Hesmiledpleasedwiththesight.

Him:lace...myfave!

Iscreamedandcriedforhelpbutnothing.Hisphonerangbutheignoreditandcontinuedtaking

mypantsoffuntiltheyweresittingonmyanklesandthenhesliddownhisjeansandthephone

rangagainbywhichitwasaccompaniedbyabangingonthedoor.ThankGod!

Him:what?

Mira:whythefuckisthisdoorlocked?

Him:inaminute!Youlucky...fornow!

Heslidmyjeansup,buttonedthemandplacedmebackonthechairbeforedressinghimselfup

properly.Hishardinwasvisibleinhislowhangingjeans.HeopenedthedoorandMirastormed

inpissed.Iwassittingtherelookingdownwailingwithhiccups.

Her:whatthefucktookyousolong?

Him:Iwasonthephone



Her:youhadbetternothavetouchedher!Idon'tneedMelohatingmeevenmorethanhedoes

Helookedatherandjuststormedout.

Her:areyouok?

Ishookmyhead.Iwasshook.Iwasscared.Terrified.Ijustwantedtogohomeandbeinmy

mother'sarmsandcryuntilInolongerhaveanymoretearsleft.Shesquattedinfrontofmeand

liftedmychinupwithherindexfingerandmademelookather.

Her:whathappened?Whatdidhedotoyou?

Me:pleasejustletmegohomeandIpromiseyouIwillnevercallorseeMelokuhleagain

Her:helet'syoucallherMelokuhle...

Me:MirandaIjustwanttogohomeandcelebratemybirthdaywithmyfamily.Please

Her:lookI'msorryaboutwhateverLuzukodid.I'llhaveatalkwithhim

Me:youdon'tgetitdoyou?Ifyouhadn'tcameherewhenyoudidhewouldhaverapedme!

Haveyoueverbeenrapedbefore?

Iwasnowshoutingandintears.Sheshookherheadslowly.

Me:exactlynowifyounotgoingtokillmethenIsuggestyoudrivemetomthathaHillcrestand

we'llpretendthiswholethingneverhappened

Her:Ican'tletyougojustyet.Heneedstofeelwhatit'sliketolosesomethingyoulove.He

needstoknowhowIfeltwhenheleftmeinthathospitalafterIhadmiscarriedourbaby

Me:andyouthinkMelowillfallinlovewithyou?Ifhehearsthatyourfriendalmostrapedmeor

eventouchedme,bothyouandhimaredead!Nowletmego!

Her:youknowhe'sofferedareward.R100000andhe'swillingtodoubleitifyouarereturned

safelytohimandunharmed.Everyoneislookingforyounowsono!I'mnottakingthatrisk,we

cancallhimanddiscussmyterms

Ijustrolledmyeyes.Thisgirlwashighoncrack!Shetookoutaflipphoneanddialledhis

number..Iseeshestillknowsitbyhead..sheputhimonspeakerwhileitrang.

//Him:hello?

SheputherfingeronherlipindicatingIshutup.

Her:Melohey,it'sme

Him:Mirandawhatdoyouwant?

Her:nowthat'snowaytotalktothepersonwhohasyourfavouritetoy



Him:whatareyoutalkingabout

Her:sayhi

Ilookedupatherandrolledmyeyes.I'mnotgoingtoplaythisgameofhers

Her:sayhiYaya

Ikeptquietandsheslappedme

Me:fuck!Whatthehelliswrongwithyou

Him:Yaya.IfyoutouchheragainIsweartoGodyouwon'tlivetoseethenextsunrise

Her:noneedforthreats.Listentome,youcan'ttracethephonesodon'teventry.Ihaveyour

preciousYayaandI'mwillingtogiveherbackonafewconditions

Him:Yayaareyouok?Pleasesaysomething

Me:i'mfineMelokuhle.Shewantsustobreakupandstaythehellawayfromeachother

Him:that'smadness!

Her:theresaguyfriendofmineherewhoalmostfuckedher...hadInotgottenbackintimeand

allIneedtodoisjustsaythewordandyourlittlepreciouswon'tbesopreciousanymore

Him:youwouldntdare.MirandaIwillkillyouwithmybarehands

Me:she'stellingthetruthMelo.MypantswerealreadyonmyanklesWhenshecamein

Her:yousee??NowbreakitoffandlegsmakethingsworkandhavethatbabyandIwillmake

surethatYayaisunharmed

Him:howdoIknowyoubeinghonest?

Her:youdon't.Youjusthavemywordtoliveby.IcanreturnYayatoherhomebutyouneedto

loseeverythingconcerningher.Bankdetails,address,movebacktoSA,deleteherpicturesand

justeverythingthathasher

Knowinghimhewasprobablyshakinghisheadandrakinghishairbackasifthatwillsolve

anything.I'msurebynowhisbeardhadgrown.

Him:fine.Youwin

Her:wellthatwastooeasy.JusttobeclearyouandIaremovingtoSwazilandjustsoshe'snot

intheway

Him:atleastcanIseeherfirstbeforeeverythingandmakesurethatshe'sok

Her:youaskingforalothere



Him:yesandyouaskingmetogiveupalot.Ifyoureallylovemethenyouwillallowmetosee

herandhavehercheckedoutbyadoctor

Her:fine.She'llbehomeonherbirthday.Byebaby

Him:YayaNdiyakuthandaMafaku!Kakhulu,ndiyakuthembisakonkekuzolunga(iloveyou

MafakuandIpromiseyouitwillallworkout)

Me:ha.aMelokuhlendanelemnanguwenawoonkelamantombiakho!Hambanayeandifuni

nopindandikubone(anoMeloI'msickandtiredofyou,I'mdonewithallofyourgirls.Justgo

withher,Ineverwanttoseeyouagain)//

Sheendedthecallbeforehecouldevenrespond.

Her:whatwereyoutwosayingtoeachother?

Me:thatI'mdonewithhimandthatIdon'twanttoseehim

Her:poorthing!

Shewalkedoutandleftmeonthatchairjustthinkingabouteverything.Ifmemoryservesme

rightthenmybirthisin2daystime.Allthewows.2moreflippingdayshere.

.
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S02E43

-Melo

IwishedIcouldcallMiranda'sbluffbutthenthatwouldbegamblingwithYaya'slifeandI'mnot

abouttodothattoher,thatslapMiragavewasloudenoughtomakemecringe.Myphonewas

onspeakerthiswholetimeandmycousinwasrecordingitall.IwasmorescaredforYaya'slife

thanthiswholecharadeMirandaisplaying.

Ase:younotmovingwithherright?Tellmeyouhaveaplan

Me:whatchoicedoIhaveAsemahle.IoweittoYandiswa

Iya:no!YouoweYayatofindthatbitchandkillheralongwithwhateverguyfriendofhers



"Foundanything"

Weallturnedandmomanddadwerewalkingin.OnethingIloveaboutmyparentsisthatthey

don'tdealshady,everythingtheydoisbythelaw...theyjustassociatedwithpeoplewhodeal

shady.Itwasmomasking.Isitokforamantocry?Imeantolikeseriouslycryandpourhis

heartoutuntilhecannolongercryanymore?RightnowIwishIcouldscreamandcryuntilI

havenotearsleft.This.Thisistoomuch.HowamIsupposedtolivewithouther?Iknowallthis

ismyfaultandIhavetomakethingsrightforhersafetybuthowamIsupposedtojustgoon

withouther?Yandiswaismylife.ShehasmyheartI'mthepalmofherhands.Onlyshehasthe

powertocrushitormoulditintowhatevershewishesforittobe.Idon'tloveMiranda,Igotover

heryearsago.Idon'tevenunderstandthisobsessionshehasofme,heckIdon'tevenknow

whygirlsthrowthemselvesatme,allIeverdoisbreaktheirheartsandmakethemwishthey

nevermetme.

Me:shecalled

Ma:who?Yaya?

Ase:Miranda.Melo'shighschoolsweetheart

Dad:whatdoesshewant?Whydidshetakeher?

Me:shewantsmetomovetoSwitzerlandwithherandbreakthingsoffwithYayainallways

possible

Mom:that'smadness!

Dad:sogiveherwhatshewants.Forthesakeofthatgirl'ssafety

Mom:mysonisnotmovingtoswitzerlandwithsomelunatic.ThinkofsomethingelseBess

Me:momyoudon'tunderstand.Shewasalmostrapedtoday.Nexttimeshemightnotbeso

lucky

Mom:you'dthinkyoulearntathingortwofromallthesemoviesyouforeverwatching!Banele

tracethecallandlet'sfindoutwheretheyare

B:itsaburnerphoneAunty.It'suntraceable

Ma:nowthere'snosuchthingasuntraceable!Workonfindingwherethecallwasplaced,itmay

notgiveyoutheexactlocationbutitwillgiveyousomething!

Dad:yourmomhasapoint.Melogetthisgirltocallyou.Idon'tknowhowbutjustdo!

Iya:can'tyousendheraFacebookinboxthatwayifsherespondswecantraceherusingherip

address?

B:goodpoint.Melodoyourthing!



ItookmyphoneandsignedinonmyFacebook.I'mstillnotaFacebookperson,myaccountis

alwaysdeactivatedunlessotherwisesomeoneuseditlikemytwinormygirlfriend.Iinboxed

Miratocallmeandshedidn'tevenhesitate,shecalledsametime.

//Me:Mira

Her:Melohey...

Me:letleavetomorrow.WecantaketheBESSPJandjustleave

Her:that'sshortnotice.Ihaven'tevenpackedor

Me:youdon'tneedtopack.We'llbuyeverythingthere

Her:areyouserious?Youwillingtoleaveherhereandleavewithme?

Iswallowedhardbeforeresponding.Whatwasabouttocomeoutofmymouthwasgoingto

causemechestpainsandIwouldneedtowashmymouthwith"madubula".

Me:MirandaIloveyou.

Her:youlying.Youloveher!

Me:askheraboutthedayweranintoeachotherinJoburg.Askherwhathappened.WhatIsaid

toher

Her:whatdidMelosaytoyouthatnightwhenheandIbumpedintoeachotherinJoburg

Yaya:thathestillhadfeelingsforyou

Her:thenwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Him:becauseIdidn'twanttobreakYaya'sheart.Takemeoffspeakerandlet'sjusttalkjustyou

andme

Her:ok

Me:MiraIhatemyselfforwhatImadeyoudo.Letsgetmarriedandhaveababytogetherand

justlivehappilyeverafter.I'llforgiveyouforeverythingandIwon'tevenpunishyouforthis.

We'lldropitandmoveontogetherjusthowyouwant

Her:really?

Me:yes

Her:nomoreYaya?

Me:i'vedeletedhernumberandeverythingelse.Youaremycurrentwallpaper,youaremy

instagramprofilepicture.Idon'tknowwhatmoreyouwantmetodo



Her:ok.I'mcomingbacktoDurbanfirstthinginthemorning

Me:whereareyou?Letmecometoyou

Her:PortStJohnEasternCape.Idon'tknowwherethisplaceisthouitwasLuzuko'sidea

Me:sendmeyourlocationonwhatsappthen

Her:whydidn'tIthinkofthat.Yousosmart

Me:that'swhyyoulovemebaby

Her:ok.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo//

ThiswholetimeiwasliterallydisgustedyouwouldswearIjustswallowedalemon.Allofthis

feltsowronglikeIwasbetrayinghereventhouitwasalltosaveher.Justthenawhatsapp

notificationcamethroughanditwasMira'slocation.Isentherkissesandhearts.IfeellikeI'm

goingtopuke!

Mom:thisgirlreallyhasitinforyouhuh

Me:letsjustfindherplease

Mom:i'lllethermomknow

Shesaidwalkingout.Dadputhisarmonmyshoulderandledmeawayfromthegirls.

Him:Iknowyouloveherbutafterallthis...lethergoson.IthoughtIputyourmotherthrough

shiituntilthis.Meloyouhaveturnedthatchild'slifeupsidedowninwaysevenIdidn'tsee

possible.Andthenyouhaveagirlliterallyobsessingoveryouandwilldoanythingyoutellherto.

It'snothealthyson,itreallyisn't.

Me:Iknowdad.

ThatwasallIcouldmanagetoutter.Hewasright.Ihadtolethergoforherownsafety.Why

doeslovehurtthisfuckingbad?IthoughtIknewloveuntilImetYaya,sheshowedmethedepth

oflove,thetruemeaningofloveandmademeunderstanditallandIknowIknow.InallmylifeI

knowthatIwillnevermeetanyone.Betterthanheroranyonewhocouldmakemefallinlove

thewayshemademe.

Mom:Babe'sisonherway

Dad:Boobie

Her:Nuni

Him:yousittingthisoneout.I'mgoingwithMeloandtheguys



Mom:veryfunnyBess.Letmegochangerealquick

Shesaidwalkingupthestairs

Ase:youknowshegoinbemadright?

Dad:andIwillmakeupforitwhenIgetback!

Iya:thethingsyouleaveustodealwith.

Him:speakingofwhichmyphoneisonthekitchencounterandI'mleavingit

Iya:Dad!

Him:byegirls.

Wewalkedoutandgotinto2separatecars.IwenttofetchSiyabecausehetoldmetoandwe

werealsogoingwiththisfather.Dadsaidrathersafethansorry.WedroveofftoPSJusingthe

flagstaffroute.WeleftDurbanataround7pm.Wegottherearound11pm,imaginethespeed

weweredrivingin.Iwasdrivingmom'sAstonanddadwasdrivinghisJeep,hesomewhat

prefersitatnight.Wegottherefirstandtheplacelookeddeserted.Thiscannotbehappening.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledher

//Me:didIwakeyou?

Her:noIcouldn'tsleep.What'sup?

Me:i'matyourplacewhereareyou?

Her:whatdoyoumeanyouatmyplace?

Me:ImeanI'moutsideandinfreezingcold

Her:uhhmokI'mcoming//

Siya:letshopethisworks.

Me:Ineedyoutogotoourparents

Him:whatareyouupto?

Me:shedoesn'ttrusteasily.SomethingtellsmeYayaisn'tevenhere.

Him:fine!

Hegotoffthecarandwenttothejeep.Isawthelightsturnonandawhilelatershewalkedout

andstoodintheveranda.Igotofthecarandwalkeduptoher,sheliterallyjumpedonmewhen

shesawmeandattemptedtokissme

Her:whywon'tyoukissme?



Me:youjustwokeupbabe...whatdidyoueveneat?

Her:veryfunny!

Shepouted.

Me:i'msorrybabe.

Sheledmeinside

Her:canImakeyousomethingtoeat?

Me:Nah,Icametofetchyousowecanleave.Wecan'tleavemiddaybecausethenmyparents

willbelookingandallthatstuff...youknowhowtheyare

Her:uhhhmokletmeshowerfirstandthenpackafew

Me:Itoldyounottoworryabouttheclothes.Ihaveeverythingalreadystashed.Whereisshe?

Her:youdidn'tthinki'dsendyouherlocationnowdidyou?

Me:comeonMirastopplayinggames

Her:Ineededtoknowyouwereserious.Givemeyourphone

Ihandedittoherandshewasmywallpaper,Isawasmileforming.Killmenow!Shehandedit

backtome.

Her:i'llcallLuzukoandtellhimtohaveherdeliveredhome

Me:thesameguywhoalmostrapedher

Her:relaxhewon'tdoanythingtoherbabe.Whyyouworriedaboutheranyway?

Me:momlikesherandallsoyouknow

Her:Argh...

Shewalkedgotheroomandtookherphoneanddialledanumber.

//Her:Zuks

Him...

Her:takeherhome

Him...

Her:Iknowit'slatebutMelojustgothereandweleaving.

Him...



Her:Luzukostopit!IfyoutouchherthenMelo'sparentswillcomeafteryouandtheywon'tstop

untilyoudead.

Him...

Me:Siyaiswaitingonthemainroad.Tellhimtotakeherthere

Her:youcamewithSiya?

Me:IfiguredshewasgoingtoneedaliftandSiyaknowswhereshelives

Her:makessense.Listengotothemainroadandthat'swhereyou'llfindSiya.He'safriend

Him...

Her:bye//

Her:everythingsorted.Letmechangeandthenwecango

Me:surebabe.

Shewentintothebathroom,Iheardthewaterrunningandpagedthroughherphoneandsent

thelastcallednumbertoAse,sherespondedwith"Gotit".Hopefullytheyweregoingtofindthe

locationingoodtime.Mirawasgoingtopayforthisthat'sforsure!Shesentmethelocation

andIforwardedittoSiyaandthenputmyphoneinmypocket.Ikeptprayingthattheygetthere

intimeandbeforehedoesanythingtoher.Shewalkedoutwithatowelwrappedaroundher

body.

Me:stilllookinggood

Her:hihihistopperving.

Me:Ican'thelpit.Getdressedtheplaneisalreadyonstandby

Her:okcool.

Sheworeatracksuitandsneakersandthenwemadeoutwaytothecar.Iputonmybeltand

thendroveoffongullspeed

Her:babeslowdownalittle

Me:theplaneisonstandbyhoneywehavetorushbacktoDurban

Her:ok

Ikeptspeedingandkeptstealingglancesather.Shereallydoesn'tknowmethisone.Atruck

wasapproachingontherobotsandtheonesIwasapproachingwerered.

Her:honeytruck



Ididn'tstop,insteadIdroveintotherobotsandthetruckhithersidehardandthecarspan.The

impactwassohardIcouldfeelmyselfdriftingoff.It'sforthebest!

.

.
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-Yaya

Beinghere,beingheldcaptivegasgivenmesometimetoreflectonmyrelationshipwith

Melokuhle.Allofit.Howweweresohappywhenwestarteddatingandthenthingstookaturn

whenwewenttoJoburgandfromthereonmyhappinesswithhimwouldonlylastfor2

secondsbeforeI'mhurtingagainandthentheresthefewmonthswespenttogetherhaving

pettyargumentsbutverymuchhappyandinlove...andnottoforgetnothavinganysexbutstill

happy.thencamethis,theobsessedhighschoolgirlfriend.Howthehelldidwegethereandwe

haven'tevenfinishedaflippingyeartogether.I'veheardthefirstyearisthehardest,Ithought

thatsayingonlyappliedtomarriageandnotrelationshipstoo.SeeminglywhatevertalkLuzuko

andMirahadworkedinmyfavourbecauseMiraleftmewithhimandhewastoopissedtodo

anythingtome...myboyfriendwouldhavejumpedattheopportunityofangrysex.goodthing

he'snotMelo!Hewasbusypacking

Me:whereareyougoing?

IwaswokenupbyhisringingphonewhenMirandacalledhim.

Him:notmeprincess.You!Yourboyfriendishereandhecametofetchhisnewgirlfriendand

theyflyingtoSwazilandorswitzerlandorwhatever

Ikeptquiet.Sohe'sreallydoingit.Don'tmisunderstandmebutIthoughthehadaplan,he's

MelokuhleBess.Hecanmakeherpaywithoutevenhavingtoleavewithher.Couldn'theatleast

cometoseemeandexplainthereasonhisleavingme,somefarewellspeechorsomething.

Meloisstubborn,hewouldn'tdareleavewithoutmakingsureI'mok...unlessI'mmissing

something.Icouldfeelmyeyesburningwithtears.Sothiswasit?Thiswastheendofus.The

doorswungopenandDerrick'sfatherwalkedinaccompaniedbySiya'sdad.Whatthehellis

goingon?Siya'sdadwentstraightforLuzukowhileDamonuntiedme

Him:areyouok?



Inodded

Him:Melohasaplandon'tworry

Me:he'sleavingwithher

Him:nohe'snot.Siyaiswaitingoutsidebythecar,canyouwalk?

Inodded.Hewasuntyingmyankles.IwatchedSiya'sdadbeatLuzukouplikehewasbeatinga

dog.Itwaspainfultowatch.WhenhewasdoneuntyingmeIranoutandwasmetbySiyawho

pulledmeinforahug.Ikissedhimandhismuskyscent.Ifoundmyselfcryingforlordknows.

Him:you'reoknow.You'reokbuddy?

Ididn'tevensayanythingtohisstatement.Thosehavebeentheworsttwodaysofmylife,I

didn'teat,Ialmostgotraped,mycheekfeelsswollenwhichIdoubtitisbuttheslapsItookfrom

MirandawerefuckingpainfulohandalsoLuzukokissingmeforcefullyandstrokingmyboobs.

HedidthatwhenMirandaleftustogotalktoMelo,hekeptgivingmecomplimentsinhowsexy

myboobswere,ibithislipwhenhetriedtokissmeandthatpissedhimoffbecausehe

squeezedmybreastsevenharderandgotoffmewhenheheardthedoorhandlesqueak.Right

nowIjustwantedtobehomeinmymother'sarms.Wegotinthecarandhecuddledme.Ikept

thinkingaboutMelokuhle.IknowIshouldn'tbutyoucan'tunloveaperson.It'simpossibleor

atleastitdoesn'thappenovernight.Apolicecarpulledupnexttous.He'sajudgeafterall.Two

meninuniformwentintothehouseandMrBessandMrNkohlawalkedoutandcameintothe

car.

Zukisa:Ithinkthisbelongstoyou

Itwastheringwithoutitschain.

Me:thankyou.

TheyengagedinlightconversationwhileIlookedatthisringinmyhand.MaybeifIhadsaidyes

IwouldhaveenduredmorethanIdid.Whydoesdatingthisguycomewithsomuchbaggage?It

makesnosenseatall.Idon'tknowwhenIdriftedoffbutIwokeupwhenSiyawasplacingme

onMelo'sbed.Hisbedroomsmellslikehim.

Him:heysleepyhead

Theringwastightlysecuredinmyhandbyafist.

"Mybaby"

Weturnedandmomwalkedinlookinglikeshehadn'tsleptfortwodays.Shepulledmeinfora

hugandIjustsnuggledinherembraceandallowedmyselftobeababyandcryallover

again.sheheldmeinherarmsuntilIfellasleep.Itfeltgoodtobeinherarms,itfeltgoodtobe

home.IwishedIwasinMelo'sarmsbuthe'sprobablyhalfwaytoSwazilandnow.Thepricewe

payforlove.Peoplearesupposedtobreakupbecausetheydon'tloveeachotheranymoreand



notbecausetheyloveeachotherthismuch.Itmakesnosense.

.

.

-Amahle

Myhusbandissomethingelse.ThiswholetimeIkeptcallinghimonlytofindhelefthisphone.I

wassomadathim.WhoknowswhatheandMeloarewalkinginto?ThelastthingIwantisto

loseanyofthem.HewalkedinaccompaniedbyZukisaandSiyacarryingYaya,Siyawentupthe

stairsandleftmewiththesetwo.Myfirstinstinctwastowrapmyarmsaroundhisneckand

neverlethimgoandpartofmewantedtoslapthedaylightsoutofhim.Thekidswenttosleep

andleftMe,SiyaandBabe'spavingupanddown.

Zukisa:MrsBess

Inoddedandhewalkedout.Ilookedatmyhusbandandslappedhim

Him:Iunderstandyoumad

Me:maddoesn'tevenbegintocoverit!Damonyouscaredtheshiitoutofme

Him:butI'malivearen'ti

Hesaidwiththatcorkysmileofhis.Ithrewmyselfinhisarmsandhehuggedmetighter.

Him:yousocutewhenyouworried

Me:fuckyou!

Him:Meloinhisroom?

Me:nohe'snotbackyet.Damonwhereismyson?

Him:he'sprobablyonhiswayhereBoobiedon'tworry.HewenttohandleMirandaonhisown

Ishookmyhead.Howcanhebesocalm.Ihithischest

Him:ouch!

Me:howcouldyoulethim"handle"thatcrazybitchalone

Him:MelokuhleisnotachildAmahle.Stoptreatinghimlikeone

Me:ofcauseyouwouldsaythatbecauseyoudon'tknowhimlikeIdo!Hadyouactuallyspent

moretimeathomethaninthatcourtroomyouwouldknow

Him:i'mnotdoingthiswithyou.I'mtootiredtoevendothiswithyou!



Me:ifanythinghappenstomysonDamonBess!

Istormedoff.Itookmyphoneandcalledhimbutitwentstraighttovoicemail.Istarted

panickingthinkingiftheworstthingspossible.There'sthisthingcalledamothersinstinct.A

motheralwaysknows.Ihadabadfeelingaboutthis.Melowouldn'tjustswitchhisphoneoff.I

keptcallinghimonlytobetoldtoleaveavoicemailafterthebeep.Iwalkedtoourroomand

Damonwasintheshower.Itookhisphoneandtriedtocallhimbuttonoluck.Howthefuckam

Isupposedtosleepnotknowingwheremychildis?Hewalkedoutwithatowelwrappedaround

hiswaist.Ichosewell!

Me:Damonsomethingiswrong

Him:whatdoyoumean?

Me:he'sphonekeepsgoingstraighttovoicemail

Tearswerealreadyforming.Icannotaffordtolosehim.Hepulledmetohisnakedchestand

wrappedhisarmsaroundme.

Him:MeloisfineBoobie

Me:don'tsaythat!Don'tsaythatDamon

Him:Mafaku

Ikeptquiet

Him:oursonwillwalkinthedooranyminutenowandifhe'snothearby7thenwe'llcallina

searchpartyok?

Ishookmyhead.

Him:Boobiei'mtryinghere

Me:nothardenough.MelowouldnotnotanswerhisphoneDamon

Him:tellmewhattodoandi'lldoit!

Me:Iwantyoutogoback.GolookforhimandIamcomingwithyou!

Him:fine.Getwearpropershoes.

Iwenttotheclosetandsodidher.Hedroppedthetowelrevealinglordknows!ForasecondI

evenforgotourworriesandfoundmyselfdroolingovermyhusband.Iheardhimchuckle

Me:what?

Him:itsyoursifyouwantit!

HewigglinghisbrowsandIfoundmyselfgiggling.



Me:no!

Irolledmyeyesandtookmysneakerswalkingout.Thatmanisatemptation!Howcan

someonelookthatsexyat47?It'swrongright?Itshouldbeillegal.Hewalkedoutfullydressed.

Itwassurestinthemorningaround5am.OnmywayoutIbumpedintoBabe'scomingoutof

Melo'sroom.

Me:howisshe?

Her:she'ssleeping.

Me:that'sgood.Howareyou?

Her:happytohaveherback.AmahleI'msorryforblamingyoursonforthisandsnappingand

Me:youwerestressed,Iunderstand.Heblameshimselftooforthisandyourreactionasa

motherisexpected.MysonhasputYayathroughhelltheselittlemonthsthey'vebeentogether

Her:butsheloveshimstill.EvenifItrykeepingherawayfromhimshewon'tstayawayfrom

unlessanduntilsheiswillingto.Whereisheanyway?

Me:he'snotbackyet.DamonandIgoingtolookforhim

Her:Ihopehe'sok

Me:i'mworriedBabalwa.Ijusthavethispitatthebottomofmystomachlikesomethingis

wrongorsomethinghappenedtohim.

Shepulledmeinforahugandbrushesmyback.

Her:gofindyoursonAmahle.AndIamcertainthatheisfinewhereeverheis.

Me:Ireallyhopeyouright.Webrokethehug

Bess:readytogo?

Inodded.

Her:Damonthankyou.Thankyousomuchforbringingherbacktome

Him:noneedtothankme.Justmakesurethatshe'sokyeah?

Shenodded.Heputhisarmaroundmyneckandwewalkeddownthestairstogether.Idon't

evenknowwhereweweredrivingtobutallIknewisthatwehadtofindourson.Wegottothe

tollgatesandhepaid,justthenmyphonerang.

//Me:Hello

Person:amIspeakingtoAmahleBess?



Me:yesthisisshe.Whoisthis?

Her:IamcallingyoufromahospitalinKokstad.Thismorningyoursonwasbroughtin

unconscious.Therewasanaccident//

MemoriesofthedayIgotacallaboutmyparentscamefloodingandeverythingwentblank.

Historyseemstohaveawayofrepeatingitself.Icouldheartheladyonthelinebutmybrain

justshutdown.Thiscouldn'tpossiblybehappening.Icannotlosemyson.ItoldDamon

somethingwaswrongbuthedidn'tlisten.Heneverdoes!

Him:Mafakuwhat'swrong

Itriedtobreathebutitwassohardto.Nothingcameoutorin.ItfeltlikeIwassuffocating.I

cannotlosemysonthesamewayIlostmyparents.It'swrong!Ifeltthecarcometoastand

still.Hewasparkedonthesideoftheroad.Hegotouthissideofthecarandopenedmydoor

formeandpulledmeout.

Him:Mafakulookatme

Ishookmyhead

Him:pleaselookatmeandbreatheok.Justbreatheslowly

Ilookedintohiseyesandsawmysoninthem.Thebeautifulcreationwehadmadewasasplit

imageofthismanstandingbeforeme.Ikeptbreathinginandoutslowlyuntilmychestwas

open.

Him:areyouok?

Inoddedandhepulledmetohischest

Him:whatwasthecallabout?

OhshiitIwasstillonthephone.Ipulledawayfromhischestandlookedatmyscreen,thecall

hadbeendropped.

Me:thatwasthehospitalinKokstad.Melowasinanaccident

Him:buthe'sokright?He'saliveright?

Me:hewasbroughtinunconscious

HestoodstillforaminuteandIjustlookedathim.HewashurtingthesamewayIwas.We

sharedthesamepain.Hewalkedtohissideofthecarandgotin,Igotinonmysideandhe

startedbangingthissteeringwheelcursing.Itouchhishandandhelookedatme

Him:i'msorry

Me:it'sok.Oursonneedsusok?!



Hestartedtheengineanddroveoff.IcalledhissisterIyana,Melodywillhaveaninstantpanic

attacklikeshedidinJanuarywhenweheardhewasinanaccident.Iyaansweredafterawhile,

theyhaven'tsleptindays.

//Me:Yana

Her:Mah

Me:Yourbrother'sbeeninanaccident

Her:waitletmesitupIdoubtIheardyoucorrectly

Me:hewasbroughtinunconscious

Her:whereareyounow?

Me:weonourwaytoKokstadtofindout.We'llhavehimtransferredtoDurban

Her:Yayawillgomad

Me:holdoutontellingherjustyet,she'sbeenthroughalot

Her:butshedeservestoknow

Me:allI'msayingisletusfindouthowbaditisbeforeyoutellherok?

Her:okmom.Keepmeposted

Me:Iwillbaby//

IheldDamon'shandanditwashot.Helookedatmeandgavemeafaintsmile.Thiscouldn't

possiblybehappening.Wehavelosttoomuch.

.
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Iwokeupandmomwasn'tbymyside.Damnthisguy'scologneisreallystrong,he'snoteven

herebuthisbedsmellsjustlikehim.Igotupandfoundmom'sphoneinthepedestal.Ilooked



atthetimeanditwasjustafter7.Idialledhisnumberanditwentstraighttovoicemail.

SeriouslyMelokuhle.Reallynow???.Ikepttryinguntilmomwalkedinalldressedupwithabowl.

Iputherphonedown.

Her:morning

Me:hey.

Her:howareyoufeeling?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.IneededMelotoexplaintome,helpmeunderstandeverything.Why

hewouldleavewithher.Heowesmethatmuch.Shetouchedmychinandlookedatmycheek.

Her:doesithurt?

Shesaidtouchingit

Me:i'mfine.AnythingfromMelo?

Her:Ibroughtyoucereal.YouneedtoeatsoIcantakeyoutothedoctor

Me:no.IneedtoknowifMelohascalledorleftamessageorsomething.Whereismyphone?

Shestoodupandwenttoherpurseonthechairandtookitoutandhandedittome.Iswitched

itonandIhadadozenmissedcallsfromprettymucheveryone.Icalledhimagainbutstillno

luck.

Me:dammit!

Iwalkedtohisbathroomandopenedthewaterwaitingforittogethot,Ineedalongbathyes

butrightnowIjustwanttogetmymomoffmybackaboutthiswholedoctorthing.Shewas

overreactingbecausemyfacewasn'tbad,itwasonlypink...likeIgotslappedbutthat'sasfar

asitgoes.Igotoutandworehist-shirtwithapairofsweatpantsIdidn'tevenknowIhadleft

hereuntilIraidedhiswardrobe.WhenIwasdoneItiedmyhairupandwenttogagglewithhis

listerinandthenweheadeddown.Talkaboutawelcomingcommittee,everyonewashere

excepthisparents.IhuggedeachandeveryoneofthemandthenAsemahlefollowedustothe

door

Me:hashecalledorleftamessageorsomething?

Sheshookherhead

Me:yousure?

Her:positive.We'lltalkwhenyougetbackokhoney

ShehuggedmeandthenIwenttomom'scarandwedroveofftoAmber'shospital.Theydid

everypossiblecheckandeverythingwasfine,asitshouldactually.



Me:canwepleasestartatnetcare

Her:ok...who'sthere?

Me:Sino...wellonthatdayIwastakenhermothercalledmetellingmethatshewasinacoma

Her:ohmyGod!

Me:yep.Epilepsy

Her:that'sterrible.

WedriveoftoGatewayandparkedinfrontofthehospitalandthenIcalledhermother.

//Her:Yandiswa

Me:hey

Her:thankGoodnessyou'reok.IreaditonthenewsandonFacebookthatyouweremissinga...

Me:i'mfineMa.I'mhereatthehospital,whichroomareyouguysin?

Her:I'mcomingtofetchyourightnow//

Wewaiteduntilsheshowedup.Shelookedfrustrated,shehadbagsunderhereyes,itwasjust

bad.ShehuggedmethankingGodIwasaliveandwellandthenshebrokethehugandsheand

momsharedasympathyhug.

Me:howisshe?

Her:stillnochange.Ijust...Idon'tknow

Me:she'sgoingtobefine.She'safighter.

Her:imslowlylosinghopeYaya.Thankyouforcomingthou

Me:she'smysister.

Wewalkedintoherroomandshehadpipesconnectedtohermouthhelpherbreathe.Isat

downandtookherhandintomineandkissedit.Isaidafewwordsandthenweleft.Wegot

backattheMansionaround10,myfriendsweregoneanditwasjustSiya,Iya,Baneleand

Asemahle.

Ase:whythehellisn'tmomansweringherdamnphone?

Iya:Iwasn'tevensupposedtotellyouuntilweknowhowhe'sdoing

Me:iseverythingok?IsitMelo?

Theyallturnedtome.Tearswerealreadyburningmyeyes.



Me:Asemahlewhereishe?

Her:hewasinanaccidentthismorning

Me:buthe'sokright?

InmymindIwasthinkingoftheworstcasescenarioandtheirfacesweren'ttellingme

otherwise.Iwantedtoconvincemyselfthathewasfinebutnope,whothehellamIkidding?

Asemahleshookherhead

Her:hewasbroughtinunconscious

Me:wh...

IfeltmykneesgoingweakandIjustsanktothefloormomtriedtotouchme

Me:no.Don't.Justdon't

Ase:he'sgoingtomakeit

Me:thiswashisplan.Hehadthisallplannedout

Tearswererollingdownmycheeks.Iwasangryandhurt.Howcouldhedothistome?How

darehesavemeatthecostofhislife?Ifeltsomeonewraptheirarmsaroundme,itwasIyana.

Her:he'sgoingtobefine.He'sgoingtowakeup

Ishookmyhead.Melokuhlehastowakeup.Hecan'tdothistome.Hasn'theputmethrough

enough?

Me:whereishe?

Iya:momanddadareworkingonhavinghimtransferredthissidebuthesufferedalotof

internaldamageandbraintrauma.It'snotsafetomovehimuntiltheycanstabilisehisbrain

Idon'tknowmedicaltermsbutthatsoundsserious.Whywouldhetrytokillhimself

Ase:atleastthatbitchisdead

Ididn'tcareaboutMiranda.AllIcaredaboutwasmyboyfriend.Howdarehedothistome?I

can'tlivewithouthim.Hehastocomebacktome.Ineedhim.IjustcriedinIyana'sarmsuntilI

hadnotearsleftinmeandIwasjustleftwithhiccups.Shehelpedmestandupandwewentto

sitonthecouchandAsegavemeaglassofwaterwithsugartocalmmedown.Iya'sphone

rangandsheanswereditaside.Shecamebackafterawhile.

Ase:whatdidmomsay?

Her:theymanagedtostoptheinternalbleedingsohe'llbeherelatertoday

Ase:sotheworstisoverright?



Yana:notreallybecausedoctorsayshemightsufferfrommemoryloss

Me:buthe'sgoingtopullthroughright?

Yana:yesthere'shope

Me:pleaseexcuseme.

Igotupandwentuptohisroom.Don'taskmewhyIwenttohisroombutIjustneededtosmell

him,feelhispresenceandjustbeclosetohimsomeway.Idon'tknowbutallthiswasjust

painfulandIjustwishedhecouldwalkinthatdoorandpullmeintohisarmsandcomfortme

andtellmethateverythingwillbefine.Tellmethatheisokandhe'sgoingtopullthrough.I

won'tliethismemorylosspieceisn'treallysittingwellwithme,whatifhedoesn'trememberhis

lifewhereIexistin?WhatofherememberslifewhenhewasstillwithMirandaorthetimehe

waswhoringaroundthewholeofDurban?

"Don'tdothattoyourself"

IturnedaroundandAsemahlewasstandingbythedoorleaningonthedoorframe

Her:he'sgoingtowakeupaskingforyou

Me:whatifhedoesn'tremembermeAse?

Her:thenwewillmakehimrememberyou.Loveliketheoneyou'veshownhimandtaughthim

isnoteasytoforget.MybrotherislyingonthatbedfightingtocomebacktoyouYandiswaand

nobodyelse

Me:hethinksIhatehimandwantnothingtodowithhim

Her:hewouldneverthinkthat.Melowoulddoanythingtocomebacktoyoumyfriend

Weweresittingonhisbedwithmyhandsintohers.Sheseemedworriedaboutme.Mymom

hadittheworst,I'msureit'spainfulseeingyourdaughtercryforanassholewho'sdonenothing

buthurthercontinuously.MomknowshowmuchIloveMelokuhleevenaftereverythingbutshe

doesn'tgetwhyI'mstillwithhim.Ifitwereuptohershewouldlockmeupinherhouseand

makesureIneverseehimagainjusttokeepmyheartsafe.Thethingaboutloveisthatnothing

ispromised.Youcanbehappythroughoutoryoucouldspendeverynightcryingalonewaiting

forhimtocomehomebutthat'salsothebeautyofit.Themysteryitholds.Theupsandthe

downs.Knowingthatonedayitwillallbeokayandthetearswillbeworthitinthelongrun.I

havenodoubtinmymindthatthisisthemanIwanttomarryandspendtherestofmylifewith.

ThelovehehasformeandtheloveIhaveforhimisaonceinalifetimething.Somanypeople

struggletofindtheirsoulmateatsuchayoungageandheandIwerefortunateenough.

Me:i'mscared

Her:metoo.Whathappened?Didtheyhurtyou?



Me:thatgirlisshiitcrazy.Sheblamesmeforherbeingadmittedintoapsychward.SaysifI

hadn'tmeddledinherlifethenshewouldbepeacefullydeadwithherchildbutinsteadItook

Meloawayfromherandmadehimhateherforlosingtheirchild.

Her:howareyoustillalive?

Shesaidlaughing

Her:suchcrazinessisenoughtosendyoutoanearlygravemami!Thatgirlbelongedinapsych

ward

Me:itscaresme

Her:whatdoes?

Me:thispowerheholds.Mirandasinwastofallinlovewithhim.WhatifIenduplikeher?What

ifIturnintoherorliketherestoftheothers?

Sheshookherhead

Her:ha.a!Don'tdothat.Thedifferencebetweenyouandthesegirlsisthathelovesyouandyou

lovehimback.Melowouldhavenevertriedtokillhimselftwicebythewayforanyofthemso

honeystoptrippingbecausemybrotherismadlyinlovewithyouandheisdeterminedona

futurewithyou

Me:whatifAsemahle?HowcertainamIthatwhatIwentthroughthesepasttwodayswon't

happenagain?WhatsuretydoIhave?

Her:non.Youhaveachoicetoeitherstaywithhimdespiteeverythingorgiveupandallofthis

wouldhavebeenfornothingandyouspendtherestofyourlifewithadozenwhatif's

Ikeptquiettryingtoimaginemylifewithouthimandnothing.I'vealwayspicturedmylifewith

himinitandthethoughtofmylifewithouthimhadnevermetoncecrossedmymindandIdon't

wantitto.

Her:Iknowknowyou'vebeenthroughatraumaticexperienceandI'mnottryingtotalkyouinto

stayingbutIhopeyouknowjusthowmuchthatmanlovesyouhoney

Ijustnodded.

Her:thinkaboutitok?

Shekissedmyforeheadandwalkedoutjustthenmomwalkedin.Lordsavemenow!

Her:youreallylovehimhuh?

Me:youhavenoideaMa.Ithoughtthatthisexperiencewouldmakemehatehimwithapassion

andwalkoutonhimbuttheminutethatdooropenedIwashopingtoseehim,Iwantedtobein

hisarmsmorethananything.Ilovehimsomuchithurts



Shejustnodded.

Her:Ihopeyouknowwhatyoudoing.Isawhowcrushedhewasoveryourdisappearance,he

wasbarelyfunctioningandnowthatI'mseeingyougothroughwhathewentthroughI'mseeing

justhowmuchyoutwomeantoeachother.He'snotmyfavoritepersonbutifyouwantto

marryhimthenyouhavemyblessings

Ikeptquiet.Didmymomreallyjustsaythat???Wow!Iwonder.Ihuggedher

Me:thankyoumom

Her:justfinishschoolandbuildyourcareerfirst

Me:IunderstandMa

Ihuggedheragain.Witheverystormcomesarainbow.Minecertainlycamewithone.

.

.
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-Damon

I'vebeenpacingupandanddownfor40minutesnow...makethat41andnobodyhascometo

informusaboutourson.Allweeverheardwasthathewasinicuandthatthegirlhewas

travelingwithsadlypassedon.HonestlyIcouldgiveadamnaboutMiranda,allIwanttoknowis

howmysonisdoingandnobodywillflippingtellusanything.Mahlewasmorecalmthanme,I

keptgoingtothereceptionistandallshewouldsayis"Wewillinformyouifanythingchanges".

Girlain'tevenpretty.It'sfunnythoughbecauseshekeptgivingmetheseflirtatiouslooks,child

isasyoungasIyana.Imagine.I'mnottheblessertypeofguy,mywifeisstressfulenoughfor

metoaddanotherwomanplusIhavetwodaughterswhoalsogivemesplittingheadaches,

whatwouldIdowithaforthone?

Me:it'sbeen40minutesalready!Whywon'ttheytellusanything?

Shestoodupandtookmyhandsintohersandlookedatmestraightintomyeyeswithher

beautifulbrowneyes.Shehadn'tagedasinglebit,shestilllookedthesamewayshedidwhen

22/23yearsagowhenIbumpedintoheratUshakaMarineandthenthenextyearatpicknpay

berea.Shewasstillbeautifulandshestillhadthoseinnocenteyesthatdrewmetoherwhen



shecamebackfromJoburgafterfindingherboyfriendtheninbedwithasocalledfriend.Her

eyeswerethatpuffynow.

Her:he'sgoingtobefine

Allofthismesshadbetterbeworthit.PeoplekeepsayingMelohasaholdoveeYayabutIthink

Yayahasastrongerholdoverhim.Thisisnotthefirsttimehegotintoanaccidentforher,first

shewasmadathimforsomethingandthistimearoundhedidittosaveherandkeephersafe.

Howmanytimesdoesoneneedtohaveneardeathexperiencesforyoutoknowthattheylove

yousomuchthattheyarewillingtogivetheirlifetodeathforyou?Theyloveeachotherthat

muchIknowbutloveliketheonetheyhave,it'sfatal,it'sdangerous,it'stoxicandnothinglikeI

haveseenbefore.It'sbeautifulthoubutit'sdangerousandwillcostthemtheirlivesiftheyaren't

careful.He'salreadyfoughtsomuchtobewithher,hecan'tgiveupnow.Hejustcan't.Ilooked

atourhandsandthenbackatherandnodded.Shetiptoedandplantedakissonmylipsand

thensmiledmakingmesmileback.Irestedmyforeheadontohersandwedidn'tsayanything

toeachother.Westoodlikethatforwhatseemedlike30minutesorso.

"MrandMrsBess"

Weturnedandlookedatthenurseattendingtohim.Westoodsidebysideholdinghands

waitingforwhatevershewasgoingtotellus.Herfacewasn'tpromisinganygoodnewseither.

Us:yes

Ama:isheok?

Her:yoursonsufferedwhatwecallbrainhaemorrhage.Nowthatisaconditioninwhicha

rupturedbloodvesselcausesbleedinginsidethebrain.

Me:canyoustopthebleeding?

IonceheardAmbermentionthatthispoppingofavesselcanleadtothingslikememoryloss,

somethinglikeastrokeandevendeathifnotattendedtoproperly.Ama'sgriptightenedonmy

hand

Her:itsnotcurablesir

Ama:myhusbandaskedifyoucanstopthebleeding,asimpleyesornowilldoandnotsome

bullshitscienceyoulearntayearago.Wenotaskingforacure,canyoustopthebleedingornot

Her:ourneurosurgeoniscurrentlyattendingaconferenceinJoburgMa'am

Me:thenwhatthehellhaveyoubeendoingthesepasthoursifthere'snoneurosurgeonhere?

Her:weweretryingtostoptheinternalbleedingsir.Yoursonsufferedalotfromthataccident,

heisevenluckytobealive

Ama:listenlittlegirl.GetmesomeonemorequalifiedtogivemetheanswersIneednow!



Her:MrsBessi..

Ama:ifanythingandImeananythinghappenstomyson,rememberIamamarriedtoajudge

andthislittlehospitalcanclosedown!

Shenodded

Ama:nowgetmearealdoctorwhocananswerme!

Shewalkedaway.Idon'tgetit,ifthereisnoneurosurgeonhowdoesshemakethatconclusion?

Whataretheyevendoinginhisbrainwithoutabraindoctor?Amastartedpunchingonher

phone.

Me:whoareyoucalling?

Her:keepingIyanaupdated

InoddedwhileshecalledYana.Itthenhitme,MarcelNorris.Wemetthisotheryearata

conferenceinthestates,hiswifeandmineapparentlyalreadykneweachother.Theguyisa

genius.Theworkhehasdoneisamazingandhe'sonlyeverlostonepatientinhiswholeyears

ofbeinganeurosurgeon.Ijusthopehe'sinthecountry.Itookmyphoneandcalledhim

//Me:Norris

"MrBesshithisishiswifespeaking"

Me:helloAnamisyourhusbandbusy?

Her:she'scurrentlygivingaspeechonsomebrainwhatwhathereinJoburg.What'sup?

Me:mysonwasinanaccidentandthere'snoneurosurgeoninthishospital.Theonetheyhave

isnothere,he'sattendingaconferenceinJoburg

Her:Iamsosorrytohearthat

Me:theythinkhemighthavepoppedabloodvesselinthebrain

Her:bloodhaemorrhage.That'sdangerous.I'lltellhimassoonashe'sdone.Whereareyou?

Me:weinKokstad.Icanorganiseaflightforyouguys

Her:thankyou.We'llbetheresoonashegetsoffthatstage.Justhanginthereok

Me:thankyouAnam

Her:howisAmahle?Ican'timaginehowhurtsheis

Me:shehashope

Her:sheshouldholdontothat.othofyoushould.Yoursonisgoingtopullthrough



Me:thankyou.Bye

Her:seeyouinafewhours//

Amalookedatme

Me:AnamandMarcelareinJoburg.Theybeheresoonafterhefinishes

Shenodded.Justthenadoctorwalkeduptous

Him:Iunderstandyouwantedtoseeme

Ama:nexttimedon'tsendachildwhojustgotoutofmedschooltodoyourbiddingforyou.

Howismyson?Isitbrainhaemorrhage?

Him:Iapologiseforthat.AndyesI'mafraidit'sbrainhaemorrhage

Me:canyoustopthebleeding?

Him:yesbutI'mnotqualifiedtobecausethentheremightbecomplications

Me:aneurosurgeonisontheway,canyouatleastdosomethingtokeephimaliveandstable

untilthen?

Him:yessir

Ama:whatareyouwaitingforthen?

Heapologisedandleft.AshortwhileMarcelcalledmeandherequestedtospeaktothedoctor

incharge,IgavethenursemyphoneandthenawhilelayerjtcamebackandIwastoldthatthe

bleedingwasstoppedfornowbuttheystillneededtooperateandmakesurethattherewon't

beanysurprises.Atleasttheydidsomething.

.

.

-Ase

Ican'trememberthelasttimeIhadtobestrongforsomeoneelseeitherthanmyself.Yandiswa

hasbecomemyfriend,asisterevenandheandmybrotherhaven'tevenbeentogetherfora

year.Yayawaslikealittlesistertome,averywiseonetoo.I'vealwaysimaginedhavingasister

likeherandnowIfinallyhaveonethankstomybrother.Melohasputthischildthroughhell,

draggedhertothegatesofhellandbroughtherbackbutshestillstuckaround.Hadnotbeen

forthelovetheyshare,IdoubtIwouldbeinarelationship.Theygivemehopeforagreatfuture.

Iwasstuckbetweengettingdrunktothepointofnoreturnandalsostayingsobertofeelthe

painandhelpYayagothroughitandkeephersanewhileatit.Theonlypersonwhocouldget

mymindoffitallwasinhissurgery.MyhandsomenerdyDoc.Icalledhim



//Him:heybeautiful

Me:heyhandsome

Him:everythingok?DidyouguysfindYaya?

Me:yesshe'sbeenfoundandshe'sheresafe

Him:Ithoughtyou'dbealittleexcited

Me:mybrotherisinahospitalinKokstadfightingforhislife

Him:whywhathappened?

Me:hewasinanaccident.WellassholegothimselfintoanaccidentwhichkilledMirandaand

lefthimwithinternalbleedingandbrainwhat-what..allIknowisthatitcouldresulttomemory

loss

Him:cometothesurgery

Me:noIhavetokeepaneyeonYaya.She'snotcopingatall.She'shurtingsobadthatshehas

herselflockedupinhisroom.Shehasn'teatenanythingproperintwodaysandnowthere'sthis.

Ijust...Ican'tleaveher

Him:Icanimagine.Shereallylovesyourbrotherey

Me:youhavenoidea.Ihatetoaskyouthisbutcanyoucomeoverandbringhersomethingfor

theshock

Him:ofcausebabeanythingforyou.I'monmyway

Me:whyareyousoperfect?

Him:becauseyouperfect

Me:youknoweverythingaboutmebutyouchosetostay

Him:whywouldn'tIstay?

Me:becauseI'mdamagedgoods

Him:towho?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.You'dthinkhe'dbetiredofmebynowbutheisn't.WhenIwakeup

screamingorcryinghewakesupandpullsmetohisarmsandasksmetotellhimaboutmy

nightmareandthendistractmeuntilIfallasleepandifI'mhomealoneonmybedandIgeta

nightmare,IcallhimandheanswerssametimeandcomesoverjusttomakesureI'mok.Ithink

MelohasahandinthewayhetreatsmethoughbutI'mnotcomplainingbecauseeachand

everydayhegivesmereasontofallinlovewithhimmoreandmore.



Him:don'tdothat.YouknowIloveyouwithorwithoutyourscarswhichareunfortunatelythere

andIloveyoueitherway.Younotdamagedgoodstome.YouareeverythingI'veonlyever

hopedfor.

Me:don'tflatterme

Him:isitworking?

Me:youknowitalwaysdoes.

Him:Ijustgotinmycar,seeyouwhenIgetthere

Me:ofcause.Byebabe

Him:byebeautiful//

WiththatIwalkedoutifmyroomandwenttocheckonYayaandshewasstillcurleduplikean

infant.Thiswasreallydrainingforherandforanyofus.

Me:canIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:toobadI'molderthanyouandIknowmybrotherwouldn'twantyoustarvingyourself

Shedidn'trespond.Iwalkedouttothekitchenandmademacandmincewithmashedpotatoes

andveggies.Sheneededthefood.Idishedupandtookittoherinhisroom.Atfirstshewasn't

willingbutI'mpersistentandveryannoyingthatsheendedupeatingandleavingtheplatehalf

empty.

.

.
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-Yaya

Ican'trememberthelasttimeIhadapropersleeporagoodnight'srest.I'vebeensittingonthis

chairfor2daysnowandtherewasnochange.ThefirsttimeIsawhiminthisconditionwords

failedmeandonlytearswereabletoexpresswhatmymouthcouldn't,Iremembertheyeven

hadmesedatedinordertocalmmedownandminuteIwokeupIwenttofindhim.Ineededto



findhim.Ineededtobewithhim.Ithurtseeinghimthislifeless,sohelplessandsoscar'd,ifhe

sawhisfacerightnow...lordknowshe'drequestaplasticsurgerysametimetofixandmake

himlookprettyagain.Ihatethatheislyinginthisbedforme,formysafetyandformylove.

NothingIsaidthatnightwasmeant,IwasangryandhurtingthatIwastherebecauseofhimbut

nowIrealisethatlifeisshortandwecannottakebackthewordswe'vesaidnorcanwetake

backthoseweneversaid.Mygreatestfearisthatwedidn'thaveenoughtimetogether.Allthe

planswemadewitheachother,allthegoalswewanttoattain,theadventureswewantedto

take...wearen'tevenhalfwaywithanyofourlistsforhimtobelyinghere.todaywasmy

birthdayandIstilldidn'tknowwhattosaytohim.

Me:todayismybirthday...thiswassupposedtobemyfirstbirthdaywithyouasmyboyfriend

andyoushowingmewaysyouhavechangedmylifeforthebetter.Youhadplansforustoday.

Youmadepromisestomefortoday.

Iswallowedhardwithalumponmythroat.WhydoesthisfeellikeI'msayinggoodbyetohim?I

tookadeepbreath

Me:youcan'tleaveme.Notnow.Idancedforyouonyourbirthday,Igaveyouashowonyour

birthdaysoyouowemeashow.Ineedyoutogetyourassoutofthatcomaandcomebackto

mealready.Istillhaveyourring.Partofmewantstowearitandpartofmeisn'treadyto.Iwon't

wearitunlessyouwakeupandputitonmyfingeryourself.It'stheperfectfitbytheway,Idon't

knowhowyoumanagedtogetmysizeseeingthatyoualwaysmakingfunofmyskinnyfingers.

ThisonetimehesaidIwouldn'tsurviveadayasalesbian,mygirlfriendwouldcheatonmedue

tothesefingersbecauseshewouldn'tbeabletofeeltheminsideofher.Asmuchasitwasan

insultitwasfunnybecausehesaiditanditwasamemoryIwantedtokeep.Atimewhenhe

andIwerehappy,genuinely,insanelyhappywithonlynicelifeproblemsandrichpeople

problems.Thatbeingwheretoflytofortheweekend.OhMelokuhle.Idon'tevenknowhow

manycountrieswe'vebeentointhisshortperiodoftime.Iwasholdinghishandlisteningtothe

machinesbeepingslowlyatareasonablerate.

Me:MelokuhleI'vecriedenoughtolastmeaneternityandthathasallbeenonyou.Youoweme

happinessnow,overflowingjoy,thekindthatonlyyoucanbringmeandnobodyelse.It'sfunny

becauseevenaftereverythingthat'shappenedthere'snobodyI'dratherbewith.There'snobody

i'dratherbeslappedforthanyoubecauseMelokuhleIloveyou.Somuchithurtsrighthere

Isaidpointingatmyheart.IhopeforhissakehecanhearbecauseI'mnotwillingtosayallof

thisagaininpersonshame.I'mjustnotthatpersonandheofallpeopleknowsit.Igotupand

plantedakissonhisforeheadandsatbackdown.

Me:becauseofyouI'vehadtogrowbeforetime,hadtodealwithcrazyassbitches,threatening

textsandeveryothercrazyb.sandnowthatI'mherewenayouthinkyoucantaketheeasyway

out?Nohoneyitdoesn'tworklikethat.Youaregoingtocomebacktomeandfocusonyouand

Iandthosethatloveusthesamewaywelovethem.SoBessyougetstowakeup.Formysake

ok.DoitformeorelseIwon'teatanditwillsuckreallybadbecauseyouknowjusthowmuchI

lovefood.



MyswestpantsfeltlikeIborrowedthemfromsomeone.Theywerebaggyinanotsocuteand

sexywayastheyoncewere.Yepthestrugglecontinues.ThemanthatIloveandwaswillingto

comebacktoSouthAfricaforwaslyinginahospitalbedinacoma.Marcelwarnedthatitcould

evenbeayearbeforehewakesup.Marcel'swife,anamazingwomanbytheway.Verychilled

anddowntoearthofferedtohelpmeprayforhimbecausesometimesallweneedisalittle

prayertoaskhebebroughtbacktous.Shetaughtmethatthismightjustbeatestoffaith,

funnythoughbecausethiswasreallynotimeforatestoffaith.Iwasholdingontothe

memoriesheandIhavesharedandthelittlehopeIhadwasenoughtokeepmestable.I'm

scaredbutatthesametimeIhateseeinghimsuffer.WhydoIlovethismansomuch.

.

.

-Amahle

TheoperationwentsuccessfullythankstoMarcel.Ireallydon'tknowwherewewouldbe

withoutoutfriends,theywereabletomoveMelotoahospitalinDurban.Idon'tevenknowhow

manypaperswehadtosignbeforeMarcelcouldoperateonhim.It'ssafetosaythattheworst

wasoverandnowwhat'sleftisforMelotowakeupsoweknowthateverythingwentwell.It's

beentwodaysnowsincetheoperationbuthewasstillthesame.Yayaonlylefthissidetogo

shower,sheliterallylivedhere.Poorthingdidn'teatnordidshesleepbecauseshekepthoping

hewouldwakeupanytimenowbutnothing.Ihadjustgottothehospital.

Me:stillnochange

Yaya:nope

Me:Ibroughtyoufood

Sheshookhead

Her:I'mnothungry

Me:honeyyouhavetoeat.Youneedyourstrength

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Yayalookatmebaby

SheturnedtolookatmeandIcuppedherface,shehadlostalittleweightinthisshortperiodof

time.Todaywasherbirthdaybutitdidn'tfeellikeitatall.Shehadbagsunderhereyesandthey

werepuffy.Iunderstandherpain,takeitfromsomeonewho'slostadozenlovedones.

Me:Iknowyouhurting.Iknowthepainyougoingthrough,I'mhismothersoIknow.Youcan't

punishyourselflikethishoney,youhavetoeat,youofallpeopleknowyourboyfriendandhow

muchhewouldbiteourheadsoffforallowingyoutonoteatorrestandtodayisyourbirthday,

thedayyouandhimfirstmet.Meloisgoingtowakeupallweneedtodoisbestrongforhim



Her:wedidn'thaveenoughtimeMah.Wespenthalfthisyearapartorfighting.Istillneedhim

Me:Iknowbaby.Iknow.Partofyouneedinghimshouldincludeyoueatingandresting

Her:Ineedtofeelthis.IknowhewasjustasmiserablewhenIwasmissing

Me:Yayayouneedtorest.Yourmotherisworriedaboutyouandeveryoneelse.Justthisone

dayandifthereisanychangeyouwillbethefirsttoknow

Her:whatifhewakesupandI'mnothere?

Me:Iwillcallyou.NowAsemahleisonherwayhereandshewilldriveyouhomeok

Shenodded.Ihuggedherandkissedthetopofherhead.It'sbeautifulhowmuchsheloveshim.

ItscaresmethoubutI'mgladmysonfoundsomeonelikehertosharehislifewithandtolove

himthismuchandhissurnamehadnothingtodowithit.Shewassobrokenandsohurt.I

hatedseeingherlikethis,Meloneededtowakeupbeforethischilddies.Asemahlewalkedin.

Her:hey

Weturnedtoher

Me:heybaby.

Her:anychange?

Me:sadlyno.

Shewenttostandontheothersideofthebedandtookhishandintohers.

Her:twinyougottawakeupalready.Imissyou.Ihavesomuchtotellyoufuck!Sorrymom.

Anywayyouowemebigtimebrother.Bigtime.Iloveyouokay?!

ShesaidkissinghisforeheadandthenwalkedovertooursideandtookYaya'shandandwalked

outwithherleavingmewithasmile.Mykidsandthelovetheyhaveforeachother.Ilovethat

theybestfriends.IsatwhereYayawassittingandtookhiscoldhandintomine.

Me:ohbabythethingsyouputmethrough.Thethingsyou'veputthatsweetsweetchild

through.Youoweittohertowakeup.Youoweittohertowakeupwithyourmemoryintact.I

thoughtIknewloveuntilIsawthethingsyoutwoarewillingtosacrificefortheother.I'vebeen

marriedfor20yearsandlovelikethisisnonelikeIhaveseennoexperienced...don'ttellyour

fatherIsaidthat.It'ssofunnyhowyourfatherandIfoundoutaboutyouandyourtwin.Wewere

inParisIthink,wewenttoapalmreaderslashcardreaderandshetoldusthatIwaspregnant,

yourfatherhavingbeentheonewiththeairsicknessandstuffandthemoodswingsdidn'tbuy

it...itwasmyfirsttimeevenhearinghimspeakFrench.Iwasexcitedandscared,excitedthatI

wascarryingtwinsbutscaredthatwhenIhadtheloopinsertedyearsbackIwastoldthatIhad

ashortwombandthatcouldleadtoafewminorproblemswhenpregnant.Iwasscaredof

givingbirthpreterm.Aspainfulasitwas,youguysmadeitallworthit.Youmademehappy,you



mademestronger,youthoughtmehowtolove,yougavemereasontofightformylifeandfor

youguysinmyneardeathexperience.IrememberwhenYanawentofftherailsaftershefound

outaboutherrealmother,youweretheonewhohelpedmethroughitSphenandIknewthen

andtherethatthewomanyoufallinlovewithwouldbetheluckiestbutlittledidIknowthatyou

wouldbetheluckiestto.Irememberwhenyoufirsttoldmeabouther,youhadthissmileI

hadn'tseeninaverylongtime,thisenergy,youwerehappyandforeverinagoodmoodand

whensheleftforhomeitwaslikesheleftwiththatpartofyou.Youarekeepingthatpartofher

withyouwhereveryouare,she'snothappyatall.She'shurtingsobadandonlyyoucanmake

herfeelbetter.Justopenyoureyes,that'sallIaskofyou

.

.
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KnowingthefutureMrsBess...yesIhavehopethatmybrotherwillwakeupandaskheragain

tomarryhimandthentheywilllivehappilyeverafter.AnywayknowingYandiswashewasn't

goingtowanttogoout...soItookhertoherplacewhereIhadeverything.Ofcauseitwasn't

goingtobethesamewithoutMelobutI'mhopingshecantakeonedayofffromstressingand

cryingandworryingaboutmybrotherwhomIknowverywellisgoingtowakeup!Thewhole

waytoherplaceshewasquietandnotsayinganything.Istoppedinfrontofthehouseandwe

bothgotoffandheadedinside,normallyshewouldhaveaskedifIhadforgottensomething

hereorwhateverbutnotinthestatesheisin.I'mreallyworriedabouther.Soafewdaysago

MeloandIweretalkingandhehadthisidea,asurprisedinnerforYayaevenifit'satherplace,

butfirsthewasgoingtotakeheroutandpamperheralldayandthenlaterafewofherclose

friendsgatheraroundandhaveanicebirthdaydinner.Seeingthathewasnotheretoseehis

planthroughItookituponmyselfanddideverythingwiththehelpofourfriends.Melohad

alreadyboughtheragiftandhehadmekeepittheminutehelandedhereinSA.Soyesterday

whileIwasgoingthroughmydrawerlookingforlordknowswhatIfoundaletteraddressedto

Yaya,astemptedasIwastoopenitIdidn'tandIfiguredi'llgiveittohertomorrowinstead

whichwastodayonherbirthday.I'vebeendebatingwithmyselftogiveittoherafterorbefore

becausehonestlythelastthingIwantistoseeherintearsagain.Icanonlyimaginewhathe

wroteinit.WewentinsideandIledheroutsidetothepatiowhereclosefriendsandfamilywere

gatheredaround.

Me:Idon'tknowhowyoudothingsfromwhereyoufrombutfromwhereI'mfrombirthdaysare



athingthataremeanttobecelebratedyearly!Andno,younotgoingbackinsidetolockyourself

inyourroombecausejustthisonceIwantyoutotakeabreakfromeverythingandjustenjoy

oneday,onedaywithoutthecryingandthestressingandthenoteatingok?Justforafew

hours

Isaidwhisperinginherearfrombehindher.

Her:Ilooklikeamess

Me:nobodyhereminds.

Her:nopictures!

Ilaughedather.Idoubtsheheardherself,what'sabirthdaywithoutpictures.Isawasmile

creepin,itwasn'twidebutitwasastart.Ipulledherhandtothecrowdandpeoplewishedher

happybirthdayandsomegaveherspeechesandjust...itwasamazing.Shewasnowlaughing

anddancingandalittlehigh...kindofbackedafewspacemuffinsinhonorofher...Hermom

wasaroundandIthinksheateafewtoo.What'sastoner'spartywithoutweedhuh???AnywayI

washappytoseehersmilingandlaughingandjustcarefreeandnotworryingherself.

ChampagneglassesstartedgoingaroundandIclickedmyglassandstoodbythepatioasking

everyonetogatheraround.

Me:thankyouall.Thankyouallforcoming,thankyouallforbeinghere...ohshootIjustsaidthe

samething.UhhmanywayI'mnotmuchofaspeechpersonwhichiswhyIwon'tgiveanybut

thereareafewpeoplewhowouldliketosayawordortwo...Imeanliterallyawordortwo,this

isnotagraduationpartyora21'sorevenafuneral,yourspeechshouldn'ttakeawholehour

now.Anywayyouguysarefreetogiveyourspeechesnow.

EveryonelaughedasImademywaytostandnexttoher,shelookedherfingersintomineand

lookedatmethensmiled

Her:thankyouforthis

Me:pleasure

Wewerewhispering.HermothersaidafewthingsandthencametohugandthencameAsh

herroommate.

Ash:IknowweonlymetthisyearbutIalreadyconsideryouasmybestfriend.Melodysaidto

keepitshortsoi'lltrytodoastold.Myfriendthisyearhasbeenabliss,I'venevermeta19year

oldsofulloflifelikeyou,youareliterallyabreathoffreshairandyouareallthingsgood.You

bringlighteverywhereyougo,you'vemadeanameforyourselfinthiscruelworldandIforone

amproudtocallyoumyfriend.Happybirthdayhoney.

ShewalkedovertoYayaandtheysharedahugandthenNalediwalkedup.

Her:myfriendyouknowexactlywhatIwanttosaytoyoubutbecausetherearesomeold

peopleinhereandababy,Iwon'tsayhalfthethingsIwanttosay.Happybirthdaymybest



friendsinceforeverandmayGodblessyouabundantly!

Shegotoffandhuggedherandthenafewspeechesfollowed,somemakingherlaughand

somemakinghercrybutinanutshellshewashappy.Shewalkedovertothepatio.

Her:guysIdon'tknowwhattosay.This,thisisbeautiful.AsemahleIknowyouresponsiblefor

allthissothankyouandalsotoyouguysforplayingahandinit.Ireallywasn'texpectingthis.

WhenIleftthathospitalIthoughtIwasgoingstraighttobedonlytocomehometothisandI

won'tliethejoyIfeelrightnowovershadowsanypainI'vebeenfeelinginsidebecauseIfind

comfortinknowingthatheisherewithmecelebratingthismomentwithme.Guysthankyouso

muchforallofthis.

ShewalkeddownandIhuggedhertightly.

Me:youok?

Her:yes.Thankyou...wheniseveryoneleaving?

Ichuckled

Me:at2pm.Don'tworrytheyknowthedrill.Youareheretogetsomerestandthengobackto

thehospitalok?

ShelaughedandthankedmethenwebrokethehugandIletherbehappywitheveryoneelsel.

By2pmeveryoneelsewhodidn'tleaveherehadleftandMissyhadmanagedtoeat.Shewasin

herroomnow.Iwenttoknock.

Her:comein

Shewasinsideherblankets.

Me:Ihaveonelastthingforyou.Ifounditityesterdayinmydrawer

Isaidgivingittoherandshetookit

Her:thankyou

Me:pleasure.

Ikissedherforeheadandwalkedoutofherroomtohelpcleanup.

.

.

-Yaya

"Mafaku

YoureadingthismeansI'vedonesomethingstupidwhichwillmakeyoueitherresentmeorlove



me...IchoosethesecondonebecausethenIknowwhattofightfor.Iknowthatyouprobably

figureditoutalreadywhyIdidwhatIdidbutifnothere'sthedeal.Itismyfaultyouwereinthe

messyouwereinwhichmeansit'suptometofixitallandmakesurethatyouaresafeand

alive.IwasnevergoingtomovetoSwazilandandleaveyouhere,Idon'tknowhowtodescribeit

buttheloveIhaveforyoucomesclosetoalittleobsession.AndevenifIhadmovedIwas

goingtobemiserableandIwasnevergoingtoleaveyoualonesothebestoptionIhaswasto

getridoftheproblem.Mirandawasnevergoingtoletyougo,Idon'tknowherbutIknowpeople

likeherandpeoplelikethatdon'tjustletyouwalkfree,theyhauntyouforaslongastheylive

becauseyouholdthekeytoadooreventheycouldneveropen.

Mafakuyou'vechangedmeforthebetterandthesemonthswithyouhavebeenabliss,a

blessingandthelittledayswithoutyoumademerealisethatIcan'tdothiswhole"life"thing

withoutyouinit.I'vehadatasteoflifewithoutyouandtrustmeitsucksandIneverwanttogo

throughitagain.Idon'tknowwhetherI'mdeadorstuckinacomaasyoureadthisbutjustknow

thatit'snotagoodbyenotenorisitasuicidenote.MyangelIloveyousosomuchandplease

takecareofyourselfforme.

EATYANDISWAGXABA!Iknowyouok,youlovefood.Iexpecttocomebacktomybeautiful

wellshapedgirlfriendandnotasacofboneswithnothingtoholdonto.AndifIfindoutthatyou

werepunishingyourselfpleaseknowthatIwilldealwithyoupersonallyandtrustmeyoudon't

wantthat.

You'reabeautifulgirlandahappyone,that'sthepersonIexpecttoseefirstthingwhenIwake

up.IreallyhopeI'mnotdeadandjuststuckinacoma.

Ohandhappybirthday,incaseIcan'twishyouonemyself.WorseIhadthisbeautifulmagical

dayplannedoutforusandIjustknowyouweregoingtoenjoyeveryminuteofititokandI

expecttoseelotsandlotsofpicturestomakeupforthelittletimeyouandIlost.Enjoyyour

birthdaumybeautifulinstantbonergivergirlfriendandfuturewife.Bythewaywillyoumarryme?

Iwon'tstopaskingyouuntilIgetayes.

XoxoyouhandsomesexydrippingsauceboyfriendDMB"

Histinygiftboxwassittingonthepedestal,I'vebeencontemplatingopeningit.Iwipedmytears

andtooktheboxandopenedit.Itwasahousekeywithanote"putthiskeyineveryholeinmy

flatuntilyoufindwhatyouaresupposedtobelookingfor".Irereadthenote5timesandstill

didn'tgetit.Igotoutofthecoversandwentdownstairs,Asemahlewasstillhere.

Me:Aseareyoubusy?

Her:nowhy?

Me:canwedrivetoMelo'sflat

Mom:iseverythingok?

Me:yesmomeverythingisfine



Mom:okgood.

Ase:readywhenyouare.

WewalkedouttohercaranddroveofftoMelo'sapartmentandparkedthecarinfrontofhis

garage.WegotoffandIopenedthedoorandstartedlookingforplaceswhereIcouldputthe

keyin,itlookedlikeasafetyboxkey.Asemahlewaslaughingatmetryingtofigureoutwhereit

couldpossiblebe.Iwalkedtohisroomandtherehungapictureofus,blackandwhite,bodyto

body.Itwasn'tdisturbingactually,itwasaverysexypicturewithhisCalvinKleinboxers

showing.ItwasapictureItookinthemirrorwhereIwasstandinginfrontofhimandhehadhis

backfacingthemirror.Itwasbeautifulanditsatabovethebed.Iremoveditandjackpot!I

openedwiththekeyanditopened.Ithenopenedthesafeboxandtherewasanotherbox,just

biggerthanthefirstone

Her:finally!Openit!

Me:fine!

Wesatonthebedandwerewelcomedbyhisgaragekeyandaremote,itwasBlack.

Ase:noway!

Me:what?

Her:yousoslow!Let'sgo!

WewalkedtohisgarageandIopenedit.Beforemestoodaredminicooper.Itookoutthe

remoteandturneditaroundandithadtheminicopperlogobehind.Howstupidandslowofme.

Asemahlescreamedstartlingme.Thisistoomuchevenforhim.WhatamIgoingtodowitha

car???

.

.
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S02E49(complete)

-Yaya

Ididn'tknowwhethertobeexcitedorfeelsometypeofway.ItoldMeloIwasokwithoutacar

andthenhegoesonanddoestheopposite.ThisguykeepsdoingtheoppositeofthethingsI



tellhim.JesuswhatamIgoingtodowiththisguy...he'sluckyhe'sinacomaotherwisehewas

goingtoreturnitshame!

Her:youdon'tlikeit?

Me:it'sbeautiful

Her:but???

Me:Itoldhimnottodothis.Ijust...Iwantedmyfirstcartobeboughtbymewithmyfirstsalary

Shelookedatmeandlaughedhysterically.IlookedatherconfusedAF.Whatwasfunny?

Her:youneedtogetonwiththeprogram.WhenyoudatetherichesteligiblebachelorinDurban

yougottagetusedtoexpensivegifts.Youreallyhavealottolearnshame!

Shegrabbedthekeyfrommyhandandunlockedthecarandthengotinthedriversseatandleft

mestandingthere.Momwon'tlikethisone...Iwentinthepassengersatdown.Wow!Evenina

comahe'sstilllookingoutforme.Itwassoprettytheseatshadmyinitialsembeddedonthem

ontheheadrestandtheseat,ithadblackleatherwritteninred.Ijustlookedatit.

Ase:saysomething

Shehadherphonepointingatme

Me:hahahatowho?Melo?He'sluckyhe'sinacoma!

Her:stopbeingdramatic.Screamandshoutandjumpupanddown.Youhaveacar!!!

Shewastakingavideo.

Me:it'sbeautiful.Iactuallyloveit

Ase:wehaveacar!!!Finally!Nomoredrivingyouaround.ThankGod

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughatjobdramaticshesounded.Asifshe'salwaysdrivingmearound,I've

neverhadanyproblemstakingataxitoanywhere.OnaseriousnoteIwasgratefulformynew

baby.Ithinki'llcallhertwinkle.Myveryownlittletwinkle.

Her:letstakeitforaspin

Me:youreallyareyourbrother'stwin!Yousureyouguysdon'thavesomemagicpowerranger

morphineinsyncshiitgoingon

Shepunchedmeplayfully

Her:thankGodwedon't.GodIcan'tevenbegintoimaginethethingsmybrotherthinksof.I

wouldbetraumsfordecades!!!

Ilaughed.Thethingsthatgooninthatbrainofhisareactuallynotwhatpeoplewouldexpect.



Sometimewejustsitandlistentowhattheotherwasthinkingandsomearehilariousandsome

areveryseriousandleavemeworried.Hewouldseatandtellmeabouthisrelationshipwithhis

grandfather,DanielHlathi.AbusinessmogulandbusinessGodofhistime.Whenhewasinhigh

schooltheyoncetalkedaboutthekindofgirlhewantedtosettledownwithandMelo's

responsewas;"Ihaven'tmetheryetbutwhenIdoyouwillbethefirsttoknow",sadlyhedidn't

livelongenoughtoknowbuthetoldmethatwhenhefirstmetmehespoketohimaboutme

andtoldhimaboutthisfeistystonerchick.MelofellformebeforeIfellforhim.HonestlyIdon't

buythathespoketohisgrandfatheraboutme,Imeanwegatedeachothersguts!Healsowent

ontotellmethatwhenIhadaninterviewformyveryfirstjobwiththeMbira'shehadprayedfor

methatIgetit.ThewayIlaughedathim,IstoppedwhenIsawhowserioushewasaboutthe

wholeprayingformething.Likefuckhewasn'tjoking.I'vehadsomeofthebestmomentsof

mylifewiththisguy!

Me:you'dbesurprised.

Isaidsmilingtomyself.AfterZukoIthoughtIwasdonewithmen,IwassureIwasdonewith

menandbelievedthatIwasunluckyandeveryguywaslikehimbecausemyfriendshadplanted

theideaofallmenarethesameintomyheadandhavingmykindofamotherdidn'tmake

thingsanyeasier.Momhasinstilleditinmetonevergiveamanpoweroverme,toneverallow

myselffallvictimtoman'sliesandtoalwaysshowmyindependencetoamanandshowhim

thatthereisliterallynothingIcannotdoformyselfandnowthatIlookatmylifeshewasn't

wrongbutthere'swrongwithallowingyourselftofallvictimtoaman'sword.Imeanthat'show

yougrowbecausethenyoulearntotellthedifferencebetweenamanandaboy,aboybeing

someonewhoisonlytheretowasteyourtimeandmoveontothenextwhileamanknowshow

totreatyouandcaretoyoureveryneed,notjustfinanciallybutalsoemotionallyandspiritually.

Andthat'sMelotome,aman.He'slearningandI'mwillingtolearnwithhim,learntobetheright

woman.WegottoGatewayandparkedintheparkinglot,ifnotevenknowwhywewerehere

shame.Shegotoffandsodidi.

Her:waitisthatLathitha?

Ilookedwhereshewaslookingandindeeditwas,shewaswalkingoutoftheelevatorfollowed

bymyfather.Ittookmeaminutetodigestwhatmyeyeswhereseeing.TheguyandIhaven't

spokensincethattimeIwasbackforawhile.Theywerelaughingandtheyseemedhappywith

afewshoppingbags.PastorwasaBlesser...notjustinchurchbutalsooutsidechurch...who

wouldhavethought???hiddaughterisstillstuckinacomaandhiswiferefusestoleaveher

sideforasecond.Iliterallyzonedoutwatchingthemastheymadetheirwaytowardsus,they

couldn'tevenseemethewaytheywerehappy.WhentheywerecloseIwalkeduptothemand

slappedthespermdonorrightacrosshisfaceshockingbothhimandhisblessee.Helookedat

meindisbeliefandsodidAsemahle.Iwasangrythathewasbusygallivantingwhilehis

daughterisstuckbetweenlivinganddying.

.

.



-Lathitha

Yandiswawasback?Sincewhen?You'dthinktheypostitonFacebookthattheyfoundandthat

wecouldstoplooking.ArghitwasprobablyaTVscandaltogainmorelikesandfollowers.Who

knows?Atleastmybrothercanfinallystoplookingandturnhisattentiontome.Idon'tevenget

whytheyalwayschooseher.There'sliterallynothingspecialabouther.IsawSiyafirstandshe

wentafterhimandthencameMelo,atleastwithherfathershewon'teventry.Honestlywhen

heandIfirstmetIdidn'tknowhewasherfatherandwhenIfoundoutIhadalreadyfallenfor

himhard.ThomastriedtotalkMeoutofitandsodidmyfriendsbutit'snoteasytounlove

someone.He'spromisedtoleavehiswife,thedivorcepapershadalreadybeendrafted.

Him:areyoucrazy!

Yayalookedatmefromheadtotoeandbackupwithnothingbutdisgust

Ase:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Yaya:meetmy"father"andhissidechick.DoesSinoknowthatyoubusyblowingmoneyon

somepieceofasswhoopensforthefirstguytoshowherwhatseemslikeloveorkindnessor

care?Whatdidhepromiseyouhuh?Thathewasgoingtoleaveherforyou?Mh...

Iwashurtbywhatshesaidaboutme.I'mnotaslut.Growingupguysneverlookedinmy

direction,therewasnothingwrongwithmeorsoIthoughtbutIwasneverlucky.AlltheguysI

hadeverbeenwithhaveonlyeverwantedtobangneandthat'sit.Soshootmeforfinally

meetingsomeonewholovesmeasIam.

"Yaya"

WeallturnedanditwasThomas.Great!Myperfectadoptedbigbrothertotherescue.Imean

thatsarcastically.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

T:youknowthisguy?

Me:yeshe'smybrother...notbychoice.

Mars:sothisisyourguyhuh?

Me:youonetotalkMrBlesser

HelookedatmeandthenbackataYandiswawhowasalreadywalkingtowardsaredmini

copper.Itlookednew.PerksofdatingaBessIguess.Thomasranafterherandcaughtup.Argh

mybrotherandthisgirl,nowonderwedon'tgetalong.

T:letsjustgo!I'mtakingyoutoyourplace

Me:butbabewest...



Him:i'mnotaskingyouLathithaI'mtellingyou!

Ijustrolledmyeyesandwewalkedtowardshiscar.YayaandThomaslookedliketheywere

arguingorsomethingwhileAsemahlesatonthepassengerseatpressingherphone.Wegotto

thecarandputthethingsinthebootandthenIwenttositinfront.Iheardthecardoors

locking....okayandthen???

.

.

-Yaya

SeewhyIsaidhewasthosesnakeanddoompastor's?Youseehisactionsandthethingshis

doing?AndthenSundayhestandsinfrontofacongregationandpreachabouthowadulteryisa

sinandallthatotherhypocrisy.IwasabouttogetitwhenThomasblockedthedoorwithhis

hand.You'vegottobekiddingme!!!

Him:noheadsup?Notext?NonothingYandiswa?

Me:excuseme?

Him:yougomissingandthenyoudon'tevenbothertellingus,metobeexactthatyou'vebeen

foundaliveandnotsowellbythelooksofthings.YayahaveyouanyideahowworriedIwas

aboutyou

Ilookedathimwitharaisedeyebrow.HasheanyideahowmuchIdon'tcare?AmIsupposedto

bephasedbyallthisorwhat?

Me:ThomasmoveyourhandIhavebetterthingstoworryabout.

HetookmyhandsintohisandIpulledthemawayandfoldedmyarmsinfrontofmychest.

Him:YayaIwon'tgiveuponyou.Iwon'tgiveuponus.Thatnightwasnotamistakeatall.It

wasfateYandiswa.Iflewacrossthecountryforyou

Me:Ididn'taskyouto.ThomasjustmovesoIcango!

Him:whywon'tyougivemeachance?Thatboyfriendofyourswon'tbewakingupanytimesoon.

Hedoesn'tevenhavetoknow

Ilookedathimforthelongest.Hedidn'tsoundridiculous,hesoundeddemented.Didhehear

himself?Iwouldnever!AndImeanneverdothattomyboyfriend!

"Yandiswa"

Screamedanangryvoicebehindme.Thisdayjustkeepsgettingbetter.Whyareallthese

peopletryingtheirbesttofuckmymoodup???



Mars:don'tyoudareyellather!

Ilookedathimwitharaisedeyebrow.Andthenidrama?

Dad:Iwilltalktomydaughteranyhow.Whothehellareyouanyway?

Mars:definitelynotamarriedmancheatingonhiswifewithachildyoungenoughtobehis

daughterthat'sforsure!

Me:canyoutwofigurewhateveritistofigureoutelsewhere!Ineedtogo.

Dad:youhaveacar?

Me:ifyouweren'tsobusytryingtoplaysugardaddywithmyexfriend,youwouldknow!

Him:heboughtitforyouhuh?Whereishe?Sincewhendoyouacceptcarsfrommen?

Ilookedathimandlaughedhysterically.Washekiddingme?

Him:returnittohimimmediately.Ifyouwantedacaryoucouldhavejustaskedforone

Me:it'salittletolatetotryandplay"daddy"dearestdon'tyouthink.Youdon'tevenknowmefor

youtosaywhatyoujustsaid!Ibetyoudidn'tevenknowIwasmissingfortwowholedaysand

thatmyboyfriendisnowstuckinacomaallbecausehetriedtosaveme.Don'ttrylectureme

aboutmyrelationshipwhenIdon'tmeddleinyours.Ohandbythewaytodayismybirthday.

NowbothofyouMOVE!

Bynowtearswerealreadythreatening.Iwassomad.Whodidhethinkhewas?Idon'thavea

father.Ineverhadone.Onlymyunclegetstoplaythatroleandheisexcellinginit.Iopenedmy

doorandthengotinbangingthedoor.Ihitthesteeringwheelinfrustration.

Ase:don'tletthemgettoyou!It'syourbirthdayandyouhaveanamazingcarandyouwere

happy.Letsgovisitmybother,maybeseeinghisnowuglyfacewillcheeryouup

Ichuckled.Asemahledoesn'tdeservetobe21.Shealwayshassomethingtojokeabout.

Her:theresheis.

Iturnedontheengineanddroveoff

Me:Melowillneverbeugly!

Shejustlaughedatme

Her:fuckyousowhippedbruh!Thisloveyouhaveforhimhasmadeyoublind

Ijustlaughedather.Thisgirlknewhowtocheermeup.

Me:screwyou!Whenlastdidyouevenseeyourboyfriend?Mhhh



Her:todayandyesterdayandthedaybeforeandeverydayoftheweek

Ilaughedathowshesaidit.

Me:hemakesyouhappy?

Her:morethanyouknow.Thewayhetreatsmeisjusttoogoodtobetrue.Feelslikea90'slove

song

Me:whichisnotabadthingthou

Her:Iknow.Ifeellikehe'spressuringmethou

Me:intowhat?

Her:nonotintosex,butIdon'tknow...he'ssoinlovewithmeitscaresmethatI'mnotloving

himenoughorthewayIshouldlovehim.IjustIdon'tknowYayait'sscaryforme.Thisis

literallymyfirstrealrelationshipandIdon'twanttoscrewitup.Youknow?

Me:that'showIfeelaboutyourbrothereveryday.It'sok,it'snormalhoney.Whenamanloves,

hereallylovesandhelovesdeeplyandtrulyandmeaningful.Youjusthavetoallowyourselfand

embracethemoment.Andjustallowyourselftobehappy

Her:IseewhyDerricklovesyouandallowsyoutocallhimMelokuhle.

IfoundmyselflaughingatthethoughtofMirandawhowasmadatmebecauseMelolet'sme

callhimMelokuhle.

Me:funnystoryaboutthisbeingallowedtocallhimMelokuhlethingright.Soaftermynearrape

experience,shesitsoppositeallconcernedaskingmeifhehurtmeorwhateverandIsnapat

herandsay"pleasejustletmegohomeandIpromiseyouIwillnevercallorseeMelokuhle

again"sheliterallyfilteredeverythingelseandsaidinaverylowandsadvoice"helet'syoucall

herMelokuhle..."

IsaidimitatingthewayshesaiditandAsemahlejustcrackedupinlaughter.

Her:youseewhatImean?Youhavemybrotherbytheballs.Evenhishighschoolsweetheart

wasn'tallowedtocallhimwhatmomanddadcallhim.

Me:shesaidIdidn'tlovehimorelsehisringwouldn'tbehangingaroundmyneckbutitwould

beinmyfinger

Her:thisgirlseemslikeamentalcase.Poorthingdepressiongothergood

Me:Idon'tblameherthou,uMelohasthateffect.He'shurtsomanygirls,he'smadesomany

girlsgomad.SometimesI'mscaredi'llendupliketherestofthem.Youknow,failedsuicide

attempts,leavinginhisshadow,depressedandsubduedtohimandonlyhim

Her:Idon'tknowabouthisexesbutIknowyou.You'venevergivenMelopowerthewaythese



girlshavewhichmeansthatyouchallengehimintosomethinghe'snotandthataloneisenough

tofascinatehimandkeephiminterested.Evenasachild,hewasthekindofkidwholikedto

figurethingsoutandwhenhefinallydoesheneverstops,hedoesn'tletgo.That'syoutohim

now.Hewantstoletyougobuthecan'tallowhimselfto.He'sscaredtoloseyoutoanything.I

feellikeroleshavebeenreversedandyoutheonewiththeupperhandascomparedtohis

previousrelationships.

Ijustnoddedinanticipation.SometimesitmayfeellikeAsemahleisputtinginagoodwordfor

Melobutatthesametimeshe'snot,she'sjustafriendwho'sconcernedandlovesusbothand

doesn'twanttoseeusbreakeachother'sheartswhichiscuteactually.

.

.
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S02E50-Finale

-Yaya

WewalkedinhisroomandMrsBesswasjustseatingtherepressingherphoneandMrBess

wasstandingbythewindow.

Us:hello

Ama:youbackearly.Didyougetanysleep?

Ase:shegotallexcitedoverMelo'sgiftandsheforgot

Dae:soyoulikethecar?

Ismiled

Me:yesIdo...eventhoughIwouldhavepreferredhetalkedtomeaboutitfirst

Ama:youjustlikemeyouknowthat.TheseBessmenandspoilingtheirwomen

Dae:youshouldbeproudofme.Itaughthimwell

Thesetwowereeverything.Theyarethekindofparentsyoucanonlydreamofbecoming

yourselfoneday.Theywerebeautifulandsocarefreeandhumbletoo.Theywerethereal

definitionofcouplegoals.



Ama:OfcauseI'mproudNuniyam

MrBessblushed.It'samazing.Shecallshimonethingandtheguyturnspink

Ase:ohmyGodyoublushing!Dad!

Ama:haywenaleavemymanalone!

Him:tellherBoobie.She'sasilkychildthisone

Ama:mustbethatboyfriendofhers

Ase:mom!

Dae:youhaveaboyfriend?Sincewhen?

Ama:wheredidyouthinkshedisappearsoffto?He'sadoctor,averyhandsomeonetoo...he's

25.heownshisownpractice

Ase:mom!

Ama:younevertoldmenottomentionit

Shesaidshrugging.OhifonlyMelowereawake.Hewouldmakethisevenmoreinteresting.I

justsatdownandwatchedthem.Theywereabeautifulfamilyandtheyallgotalongperfectly.

Ase:Ididn'tthinkIneededtobutnowIknow!

JustthenIyawalkedinwithDamienBess...aytheseBessmenwereallhunks,fromthefather

tothebrotherandtotheson.Makesmewonderhowtheoriginalonelooked.Actuallyhe

himselfwasahotty,Meloonceshowedmehispicture

Iya:hellofamily

Shesaidhuggingus.

Damien:Idon'tbelieveI'vehadthepleasure

Hesaidreferringtome

Ama:she'sababyDae!

Wealllaughed.

Him:i'mamarriedman.I'mDamienBess,thehotuncle.AndyoumustbethefamousYandiswa

Iflushed.

Me:Iwouldn'tsayfamousbutyes.I'mYandiswa

Ama:enoughflirtingwiththekidyoumakinghershy



Damon:wheresyourwifeanyway?

Dae:hadtoattendsomelastminuteeventthingy.She'llflyintonight

Ama:andthekids?

Dae:thosethingsaren'tkids.Theydatingnowandyoucanbarelykeepup.Zandahardlycomes

homewiththisnewboyfriendofhersandDavidisamanwhore.I'mgettinggreyhairbyjust

thinkingaboutit!

Ase:he'skidsareyourage

Shesaidtalkingtome.

Damon:wewerejusttalkingaboutthattoo.Asemahlehasaboyfriend.He'sadoctor.He's25

andhehashisownpractise.

Ase:seriouslydad!

Iya:he'sagreatguydadcomeon

Damon:youknew?

Me:shehookedthemup

Dae:doIneedtokicksomebody'sass?Whendowegettomeetthisboy?

Ase:never!Derrickalreadythreatenedhim.Idon'tneedyoutwointerferingfurther.Anywaystop

pickingonmeandpickonMelanie!She'sdatingaboybelowherleague

Iya:andhereIwastryingtorescueyouandyouthrowmeunderthebus

Shesaidrollinghereyes

Ama:he'sbelowyourleaguehow?

Iya:he'snotbelowmyleague.HeranMeloonlysaythatbecausehe'sinbetweenjobsatthe

moment.

Damon:whatdidhestudyinschool?

Iya:doesitmatter?

Dae:ifhe'sgoingtodatemynieceandwishtomarryhersomedaythenitdoes.

Ase:heonlyhasamatriccertificate

Theroomwentdeadsilent.

Damon:youkiddingmeright?Thisissomekindofjokeright?Iyana.



Iya:andthisiswhyIhaven'tbroughthimtomeetyouguys!Youcanbesojudgemental

Ama:okwhatishedoingatthemoment?

Iya:he'sacashieratG-starinPava

Damien&Damon:acashier???

Ama:whenisheplanningongoingbacktouniversity?Imeanhowoldisheanyway?

Iya:he's26

Damon:surelybynowhewouldhaveraisedenoughmoneytogobacktoschoolandalsothere

arebursaries!WhatthehellMelanie?

Iya:canwehavethisconversationelsewhere?!HowisMelo?

Shesaidlookingatme.

Me:stillthesame

Dae:youdatingacashier...isthissomesickstageyougoingthroughorsomething?Idon'tget

it

Ama:DamienandDamonleavemydaughteralone.

Damon:doesheeventakeyououtorbuyyounicethingsorsomething?IneverthoughtIwould

seethedaywheremydaughterdatesacashierofallthings!

Ama:Damon!Youupsettingher,dropthis

Dae:Iloveyoudoesn'tsettlethebillsorpayforpetrol

Ama:that'sthethingwithprivilegedpeople,theytendtolookdownonothers.Noteveryone

growsupinarichhomeanddoesn'thavetoworkadayintheirlivesbecausetheyknowthat

somedaytheywillinherittheirparentsrichesandruntheworld!IfIyanalovesthisguythenwe

shouldbesupportingherandnotthis.

Iya:thankyoumom.

Damon:youofallpeopleknowhowhardIworkedtobehere.Ithadnothingtodowithbeing

privileged.It'sallaboutdeterminationandknowingwhatyouwantinlife

Ama:youdon'tknowthisboy'sreasonsfornotgoingtovarsitystraightaftermatric

Damon:Idon'tevencareabouthisreasons.Youdonewithhim.Iwon'thavemydaughterdate

somecashier.

IyanastormedoutandAmahlefollowed.Uwoahthedramainthisfamily.



Ase:butdadthatwasuncalledfor.

Dae:princesswedon'twanttheseboystotrickyou.Theworldknowsyouandyou'llfindthat

theyonlydatingyoubecauseofyoursurnameandnothingelse.Mysonscoresgirlsusinghis

surnameanditalwaysworksinhisfavour

Damon:howthehelldoyougofromdatinganengineertoacashier?Itmakesnosense

Me:lovemakesnosenseMrBess.IseenofingerenvelopebetweenMeandIyana'sboyfriend

reallybutyouguystreatmedifferent.Idon'tcomefromaprivilegedfamilymyselfbutI'moneof

theluckyones.Notallofusareluckybytheway,someactuallyhavetoworktheirassoffin

ordertogetintouniversity.Youthinkhe'safterIya'smoney,doyouthinkthesameaboutmeor

I'msafebecausemymotherjusthappenstobeadoctorandyourwife'sfriend?Because

truthfullyspeakingyoursoniswayabovemyleagueandyouknowthatbutnotoncedoyou

shamemeforitsowhyshamehim?

Damon:thedifferencebetweenyouandhimisthatyouinschoolmakingendsmeetandmaking

anameforyourself.Youareworkingtowardsyourgoal

Me:whoistosayheisn't?Whatifworkingasacashierishiswayofmakingendsmeet?

Ase:Helosthisparentswhenhewasdoinghismatricandtheylefthimtocareforhis2sisters

whoarenowdoingtheirmatric.Therestifhisparentsfamilyabandonedthemaftertheirdeath

andthemoneyheinheritedwentintofundingforhissisterseducation.Heismakingendsmeet

dadandhedoestakeheroutandbuyherstuff.Sheloveshimdaddyandhelovesher

MrBessandhisbrotherkeptquiet.IknowIenternowherebutIdon'ttakekindlytopeoplewho

lookdownonotherspeopleallbecausetheyhaveallthemoneyandpowerintheworldwhile

therestofusdon't.It'ssickening.

.

.

-Iya

AndthisisexactlywhyIdon'ttellthemthings.Theygetalljudgyandsayinsensitivethingsand

actlikebrats.Yesmyfatherandhisbrothercanactlikebrats!Justbecausetheygrewupwith

silverspoonsintheirmouthdoesn'tmeaneveryoneelsedid.Iheardmomcallafterme,she

grabbedmyarmslowingmedown.

Her:babytalktome

Me:no.Youguysarejust.GodIdon'tevenknowwhyIwasbornintothisfamily.Firstitwas

Meloandnowit'syouguys.Whycan'tyoujustbehappythatI'mhappy?

Her:comeon!



Shepulledmetothebenchandwesatdown.Wewereoutsidethehospital.

Her:lookIknowyourfatheroverreactedandIwilltalktohimaboutthatIpromise.Butbabyyou

needtounderstandthatweareonlylookingoutforyou.

Me:i'm23!Icanlookaftermyself.Orwhat?Youscaredi'llturnoutlikemymother

Okmaybethatdidn'tcomeoutright.Icouldseehurtwrittenonherfaceandthesadpartwas

thatthewordshadalreadyleftmymouth.

Me:MahI'msorry,Ididn'tmeanthat

Her:you'vemadeyourpointandfortherecordthisconversationhadnothingtodowithAya!

ShestoodupandIheldherhand

Me:momI'msorry.I'mjust...I'msorry

Her:itsfine.DoasyoupleaseIyana.

Sheyankedherarmandwalkedoff.Fuck!Ireallydidn'tmeantosaythat.Dadjustmademeso

mad.Idon'tevenknowwherethatcamefromeven.Ijustwalkedoutofthehospitalanddrove

toPava.Ineedtoseehim.

.

.

-Yaya

MrsBesswalkedinandthrewherselfonthechairandjustsunkin.Iwonderhowthatwent.We

didn'tsayanythingandjustengagedinlightconversationsaboutnothing.Lateronthedoctor

cametocheckonMeloandthingswerestillthesamewithhimsoheleft.AmaandtheBess

brothersleftwithherandIwasleftwithAsemahle.Itwasalreadypast8

Her:I'mcurious

Me:what?

Her:doyouthinkitgoesupevenwhentheownerisstuckinacoma

Ilookedatherandcouldn'thelpbutbutlaugh.Wasthisgirlserous?Whothinksifthat?

Her:I'monlyasking...it'snodoubtmybrotherisaperveforyou.I'mprettysureevenifhewoke

upwithamemoryloss,he'dprobablyasktoseeyourvaginawithhopestorememberyou

Ijustlaughedevenharderandwhatwasmorefunnywashowseriousshewas.

Me:Idoubtit.Imeanisn'titconnectedtothepartofthebrainthatcontrolsinvoluntary

movements?Imeanifyoucan'tmoveanyotherpartofyourbodywhenstuckinacoma,what



aretheoddsofahardon?

Her:butthinkaboutit,beinginacomadoesn'tmeanyoudeadbecauseyourbrainisstill

functioningandyourcanstillheareverything,who'stosayyoucan'tfeelanything?

Me:andwhoistosayyoucanfeelsomething?Youeverbeeninacomabefore?

Her:notacoma.Justalcoholpoisoningnothingseriousreallyeventhoughmyfamilyblewitout

ofproportion.Imagine!

Me:thewayyoutakethingslightlynowonderyourbrotherworriessomuchaboutyourass!

Her:Imisshim.Heneedstowakeupalready!

Me:Imisshimtoo.

Her:isn'titfunnythatyoutwometinyourbirthdayandhewasgivingyouattitudeandthistime

aroundhe'sstuckinacoma...it'ssomethingaboutyourbirthdaydude...it'scursed

Webothcrackedup.ThisgirlisarealstonerandrightnowI'mconvincedthatshesmoked

someearlieronbeforewewenttoMelo'splace.She'scrazyandtheconversationswehaving...

Her:I'mgoingtogetsomethingtodrink,wantanything?

Me:justwaterplease.Thankyou

Her:surething.

Shewalkedoutandleftmewithmyboo.Itookhishandandkissedit.

Me:whywon'tyousurprisemelikeyounormallydoandthistimearoundsurprisemebywaking

up.It'smybirthdayforChristsake.Ilovethegiftbythewayeventhoughwestillneedtotalk

aboutthiscarthing.Thankyouforit.Mybirthdaystartedoffnicelyandthenwentontobeshitty

whenIranintomyfatherandLathithawhiletakingitforaspin.AndThomaswasapparently

lookingforme,asifhe'lleverhaveme.Hewasonsometipthatyoudon'thavetoknowabout

whateverhewasthinkingofdoingwithme...asifIcouldeverhideanythingfromyou.Youneed

towakeup,I'mmiserablehere!

Ifelthisfingersmove.Ialmostjumped.OrwasIfeelingthings?

Me:baby???

Ilookedupathimandhewasblinkinghiseyesuntilhehadthemfullyopen.Ohmygodhe's

awake!Iliterallyranoutfullspeedtolookforhisdoctorwhocameinandcheckedhimoutand

thentoldmethateverythingwasfine.Whenhewasdonehetookofftheoxygenmaskonhim

andaskedhimafewquestionsabouthimselfwhichheanswered

Dr:everythingthingseemsfine



Melo:onequestion.Whoareyou?

Shesaidreferringtome.Myheartjustbrokeintoamilliontinypieces.Hedoesntrememberme.

Dr:thisisyourgirlfriend.She'sbeenherethedayyoucamein.MissGxabamemorylossis

normalforsomeoneinhiscondition.Justhanginthereok.

Thedoctoldhimhewouldcomecheckonhimtomorrowandthatheshouldrest.Iwasleftwith

Melo.

Me:youreallydon'trememberme?

Heshookhishead.

.

.

SeeyouinSeason3


