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WICKEDMEcomingsoon.....

Thefollowingbookcontainsexplicit

violenceandsexualcontentwith

strongdisturbingthemesthatsome

readersmayfindoffensive.Reader

discretionisadvisedandifyou're

lookingforsomethingsoothingthe

HolyBiblewouldbeagoodplaceto

startbecauseWICKEDMEisa

steroid..Notethatcharacters

portrayedherearepurelyfictional

andanysimilaritiestorealityis



regrettablyconsequential.

Tagafriend,grabatissueand

connectyourphoneonthecharger

becauseweareabouttotakeyet

anotheremotionallydrainingjourney.

[9/3,11:25PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴1

Iputapageovermyforeheadto

blockthemorningsunasiwalked

alongtheroadwithmyflip-flops

slappingagainstthesolesofmyfoot.

IcouldseeBayangapproachinginhis



Caltexuniform,hehadbeenpursuing

meforawhileandiavoidedhimbut

nowthathewascomingfromthe

directioniwasgoingihadnochoice

buttokeepwalking...

Hewasn'tbadlookingandhisbody

wasokaybuthewasafuelattendant

andiknewiwouldbesomebody

someday,iwassavingmyselffora

betterman..

Hesmiledtakingoffhisheadsets

andgrabbedmyhandasislowly

pulledbackandsmiledsighing...



Bayang:(softly)Hi....

Me:Hi...

Bayang:Otswakae?

Me:Iwasqueuingformy

grandmotherinthepostofficesoI

havetogogether

Bayang:Didn'tihearyoudidwellin

yourfinalexams?Whenareyou

goingtotheuniversity?

Me:I'mgoingtomorrow,Iwas

waitingformygrandmothertoget

herpensionsoshecangivemethe

busfee



Bayang:Pentionwon'tbeenough,

Gaboroneisveryexpensive.Doyou

haveaccommodationthere?

Me:Nobuttheysaidwewillbegiven

accommodationincampus

Bayang:Thingsusuallygetdelayed,i

washomelessforaweekbeforewe

couldbegivenrooms.

Me:Youwenttoauniversity?

Bayang:Yeah....IstudiedLaboratory

technology,whatcoursedidyoupick?

Sometimesyouhavetolookatthe

availabilityofjobswhenyoupicka

courseotherwiseyou'llenduplike

mebutifyouchosethewrongone



youcanalwaysswitchespeci-

Me:Um...Bayangihavetogolaenee

siamme

Bayang:Canihaveyournumber?Or

youcanhavemineandcallmelater

kegoneelemadisoyoucanbuy

somethingonthewa-

Me:NoI'mfine.Idon'twantyour

money

Hesadlylookeddownandifeltabit

ofguilt,itwashardenoughhavingto

cuthimoffbecausehewasalways

softandgentlebutikindofhadto

makethingsclearforhimsohecould



stoptalkingtome....

Bayang:Okay...Ifyouchangeyour

mindiknockoffat10pmoryoucan

checkmeatmyhouse,Istayinroom

8ha-

Me:Iknowbutiwon't,I'mbusy...bye

Isighedandturnedaroundrollingmy

eyes,iwalkedawayforashort

distanceandturnedaroundbecausei

feltawkwardlikehewaswatching

me...hewasindeedlookingatme

thenhesmiledsoftlyslightly

revealinghiswellarrangedteethas



hiscurvyeyesshrunk...

Me:what?

Bayang:(smiledadmirablyandshook

hishead)Nothing...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway

puttinghisheadsetsinhisearsasi

watchedhim,isn'titawkwardhow

sexysomeguyswalk?Hewalkedina

certainwayicouldn'tdescribe.I

laughedawkwardlyandwalkedaway

bitingmypinkienail...



AtAlone'shome....

Alonecollectedherdaughter's

clothesfromthelineandwalkedpast

thechildrenastheywereplaying,her

sister's7yearoldboypunchedher2

yearolddaughteronthestomach

andgothisaeroplane,shefellonthe

groundholdingherstomachtightly

cryinghystericallyassheranover

andliftedherupshushingher...

Alone:(caressingher)It'sokaylove....

Itsokaymylove...(tohim)Why

wouldyoupunchherlikethis?Can't



youseesheisyoungerthanyou?

Heburstedintotearsandhismother

stormedover...

Gobona:(angrily)Whydidyouhitmy

son?Loloweeoiteelaengngwanake?

Lolo:HeelaGobona?Whendidihit

himkakeeneatebetsengngwanake

kafeisimompeng...

Gobona:(toherson)Papatellme

whathappened?

Him:Mayagotmytoy

Gobona:Andyouhavethetendency



totakemyson'stoysgivingthemto

yourdaughter,it'snotmyfaultshe

doesn'thaveafather.I'mtiredofyour

childcryingformyson'stoys

Lolo:(softly)Gobonaakerehehasa

lotoftoys,whycan'theshareand

howdoistopa2yearoldfromcrying

forhistoyswhenthey'reallover.

Besidesevenifhedoesn'twantto

shareheshouldn'tbeather,sheis2

andheis7

Theirmotherwalkedoutofthehouse

wonderingwhattheargumentwasall

about...



Her:what'sgoingon?

Gobona:Loloistakingmyson'stoys

givingthemtoherdaughter,leraa

gorekegoneMmegoreLoloaiteele

ngwanakeditoyadireketsweke

rrragwe?

Her:(rubbedhergrandson'shead)

LoloapologisetoDiboys,you

shouldn'tdothat...Youcan'ttakehis

toysbecauseyouneverbuyanything

foryourchildakereyouhadherwith

atree.Whatdoyouwantustodo?

Lolo'seyesfilledwithtearsasshe



lookedatthemputtingherdaughter

onherleftwaistwithherlittlelaundry

onhershoulder...

Lolo:(tearfully)MmeDiboyspunched

Mayaandyouknowhealwaysdoes

this...Why-

Her:Lolowaitsehaelegoreothogo

ethatajaanagakeboneketaago

salelalengwanaoyakotoropong.I

can'tremainwithyourdaughterifthis

ishowyouthankme,you'lltakeher

toUBwithyou.

Lolosighedtearfullyand



apologeticallyrubbedhernephew's

head...

Lolo:Sorryautwa?(henodded)

Sorry...Goandplaywithyourtoys,

shewon'ttouchthem...

Hesmiledandgothisbicycletoo

theneveryoneleft,Loloquietly

walkedinthehousewithher

daughterandlaidheronthemattress

inspectingherstomach...

Lolo:AreyouokayMaya?



Maya:Ithurtsalittle...

Shenoticedaburnonherarmand

touchedher..

Lolo:Whathappenedhere?

Maya:Diboysbentthewiremany

timesuntilitwashotthenheputon

me

Lolo:(tearfully)Babydon'tplaywith

himokay?Juststayinthehouse.

Please..

Maya:Okay...

Lolo:I'mgoingtogetmyshoesatthe



fencejustlaythere...

Shewalkedoutofthehut

approachingthefencethenDiboys

walkedovereatingabananaslowly,

hehummedasongpassingbythe

doorthenMayagotupandlookedat

thebanana,sheswallowedand

slowlygotup...

Maya:Nngathelahoo..

Diboys:Kagana,mamasaysi

shouldn'tgiveyou...

Maya:Ngathelaketagothusago

gelelamaboteleafridgeyalonaandi



won'tcryifyoubeatme,iwon'ttell

mamaandiwon'ttouchyourtoys

Diboys:Kagana...You'regoingtocry

Maya:Iwon'tcry

Diboys:Nope...

Shewatchedhimeatingthebanana

slowlyasLolowalkedoverand

closedthedoorthensheputher

machesadownandsatonthe

mattress...

Lolo:Doyouwantmotogo?

Maya:iwantpanana



Lololookedatthe5litterbottleof

softporridgeandswallowed

tearfully...

Lolo:I'llputmoresugarifyoudrink

onecup

Maya:Iwantpanana

Lolo:Thereisnobanana

Maya:TellDiboystogivemealittle

bit

Lolo:(sighedandsmiledtearfully)Let

meshowyousomething...



ShegotherphoneandplayedClean

Bandit'sRockabye,thelyricsofthe

songalwaysbroughttearstoher

eyes,toheritwastheonlysongthat

liftedasinglemothertothefullest

andshehadbeensingingMayathat

songeachtimeshewasfeeling

down...

Lolo:(smiledsingingalong)

Ooh,love,noone'severgonnahurt

you,love.

I'mgonnagiveyouallofmylove.

Nobodymatterslikeyou."



Shetellsher,"Yourlifeain'tgon'be

nothinglikemylife.

"You'regonnagrowandhaveagood

life.

I'mgonnadowhatI'vegottodo."

So,rockabyebaby,rockabye

I'mgonnarockyou

Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Somebody'sgotyou

Rockabyebaby,rockabye

Shedancedmakingfunnysillyfaces

asMayaslowlyforgotaboutthe



bananaandstartedlaughing....

Maya:Iknowhowtosingit..

Lolo:(pausedandlaughed)Really?

Comeshowme...

Mayastoodupandsmiledfluently

singingasLolosmiledsingingalong,

sheheldbothofherhandsand

dancedwithheruntiltheyweretired...

Maya:(sighedwipingsweatoffher

forehead)Iwantmotogo...



Shedraggedthecontaineroverand

filledacupforherthenshefinished

andaskedforsomemore.

Lolo:Wowgoodgirl!Twocups...I'm

gettingpaidforthelaundryididat

theneighboursandI'mgoingtobuy

yousomethingnice.

Maya:Panana?

Lolo:(sadly)Yesbaby...(laughed)

panana...

Mayalaidonthemattressplaying

whileshefoldedherclothesand

packedherbigbag.Whensheturned



aroundMayawasalreadyasleepand

shepausedlookingather..

Asenseofguiltandheartbreak

engulfedher,goingtoGaboronewas

abittersweetmomentforher...She

knewshehadtogotogetadegree

butleavingherbehindwithher

motherandsisterwasthetoughest

decisionsheeverhadtomakeand

shestillwasn'tsureifshewantedto

go...

Shefinishedpackingandputher

bagsasidethenshepulledthedoor



halfwayandwalkedout...

Shepassedbyhermothersitting

underthetree...

Lolo:I'mgoingtocollectthemoney

overthere,Mayaisasleepinside...

Her:Okay...

Shewalkedawayashersisterlooked

atherfromheadtotoe...

Her:Mxmyou'rejusttyingyourself

downwithherchild,sheisgoingto



haveanotherbabyatGaboroneand

dropoutofschoolagain.Iknowgirls

likeher

Mother:It'snotlikeIwanttohelpher,

I'mjustafraidofwhatpeoplewillsay

ifIdon'thelpher.

Her:IfshethinksI'mgoingtosupport

herbabywithmybaby'smoneysheis

wastinghertime,mybabydaddyand

iaresavingformarriage.Lolothinks

sheisbetterthanmejustbecausei

failedformthree.It'snotlikeIdon't

seeit,youshouldn'thelpherbecause

shewillhaveanotherfatherless

baby...



Mother:Kegoikgololahela,odireo

nyalwekapelaiwanttobuyasewing

machinewiththatbogadi.

Her:(smiledblushing)Heisgetting

prepared,hesaidhewilltalktohis

fathersoon...

MeanwhileLolosmiledreceivingher

paymentandcounteditthenshe

frownedlookingattheneighbour....

Lolo:It'sP300,you'resupposedto

givemeP150

Neighbour:(smiled)Iknow...Iknow

you'reworkingforyourbusfeesoi



gaveyouanextrasoyoucanbuy

somethingonthewaybesidesyou

alwayshelpmeforfree.Kegoroma

helajaakaekareongwanake

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedat

herneighbourthensherubbedher

eyes...

Neighbour:It'sokaynnaka...Ionce

wasasinglemom,noonecan

understand.Whenyougettothecity

youmustworkextrahardandpass.

Onceyougetyourallowanceyoucan

rentahouseandgetyourbaby,



studentallowanceisenoughtopay

forpreschoolandrentifyouuseit

wisely.TherestGodwillprovide

becauseMayaisnotsafeonyour

absence.(Lolorubbedhertears)

Don'tbreakdown,you'realmost

there...Allowanceesapotilebanaba

lebantsigasewenawantha..

Lolo:Thankyou..

Shehuggedtheneighbourandwiped

hertears...

Neighbour:Mascomgavemea

bonusairtime,shoulditransferabit



foryou?

Lolo:Eemma

Neighbour:Okaynana,bye

Lolo:(emotionally)Thankyou...

Shewalkedashortdistancethenshe

turnedtoher...

Lolo:Iwishyouweremymother..

Neighbour:(smiledemotionally)My

daughterwouldbeyourageifshe

wasstillalive..

Lolo:Sorryabouther

Neighbour:It'sokay...



Shewalkedawayastheairtime

reported...

Atmygrandmother'shouse....

Iarrivedhomeandsighed,wehad

onlyoneroomthatmygrandmother

builtwithherlatehusband'slast

cattle...

Sheslowlysatuponthebedand

removedherpursefromherbrawith

herwrinklyshakyhandsasistepped



in....

Her:DidiakoolebegoreaOmang

wameotee(Didintlepleasecheckif

myIDisinhere)

Iopenedherpurseandchecked,

grannydidn'thavethedayshewas

bornonherIDsheonlyhadthe

monthandyearbecauseapparently

duringtheirtimesomebabieswere

deliveredathome,sheherselfwas

deliveredatthecattlepostandonly

gotregisteredlater....



Me:It'shere...(laughed)howdoyou

feelnotknowingwhenyouwereborn?

Her:(laughedfixingyourglassesand

doek)Didiketagongapa,abooka

simololakana

Me:(laughed)Let'sgo,thequeueis

close...

Igrabbedthebroomstickandgave

hertheotherendaswewalkedoutof

theyardandwalkedbythesideof

theroadheadingtothepostoffice....

Me:Letmeknowwhenyouaretired

sothatIcanstopandwerest



Her:I'mgood,it'snottoofar...Didiare

yousureP200willbeenough?

Me:Itwillbeenoughmmeakerebus

isP150,I'llusetheother50tobuy

otherthings

Her:I'mveryworried,idon'twantyou

togetlostinthecitywithoutanything

toeat.I'mgoingtoaskyourunclesto

helpme

Me:Wewillbegivenaroomandfood

atUB.Mmepleasestopworrying

aboutme,I'llbefine.

Iknewineededmorebutwhenyou

grewuppoorlikemeyoulearnto



thinkforyourparenttoobecauseyou

knowthatthoughsheisworried

aboutyourneedsshedoesn'thave

anythingtogiveandididn'twanther

beggingpeople.Shehaddonethatso

muchwheniwasachildididn'twant

herbegginganymore...

Me:I'llpassbyKedibonye'sHouse

andaskformore,don'tworry.Its

monthendsoshewilldefinitelygive

meatleastP500.

Her:Don'traiseyourhopesup

ngwanaka,okay?Ifshesaysshe

doesn'thavedon'tbehurt,I'msureI'll



findaway

Me:(laughed)MmetheKedibonyeis

mymother,sheknowsit'simportant.

Don'tworry...

AtAlone'shome...

LateronLoloconfidentlywalked

throughthegatewithasmallplastic

ofbananasandmilkforherdaughter

andlookedatDiboyssittingonthe

plasticbath,hewaslaughing

knockingonthebathandseemedto

betalkingtosomeoneunderneath

whilehermotherandsisterwere



chattingundertheothertree...

Shewantedtoignorehimasshe

approachedbutMaya'sdistantcry

alarmedher,shelookedatthebath

againasDiboyssatonitpressingit

downandherdaughter'scrybecame

moreaudibleassheapproached.She

droppedherplasticandranover

pushingDiboys.

SheliftedthebathandMayacaught

herbreathsweatingwithsoilonher

nostrilsshakinginfear.



Lolo:(tearfully)OhGod....

Maya'slittleheartpoundedasshe

tightlyhuggedhermothercrying

tearsandmucusflowingonherlittle

chin.Hercryshreddedherheartas

sheshushedhershakingherself.....

Lolo:SorryMaya...(angrilyturnedto

him)Howcouldyoudothis?Can't

youseeshewassuffocating?

Hismotherangrilywalkedover...



Her:Whatisitnow?

Lolo:(angrily)Don't!Don'tstartwith

me...Kanteelegoreokgonagonna

helaoitshelamoritiotsididingwana

wagagoahupetsangwanakeka

sekotele?

Her:Akeretheywereplayingkante

Mayakeengalestetejaana?Sheis

suchacrybabycan'tsheplay

withoutcrying...Diboyslet'sgo...

Let'sgo....

Shegrabbedherson'shandand

walkedawaythenLoloburstedinto

tearsholdingherdaughteronher



chest...

Maya:(heartbeating)MamaI'm

scared...

Lolo:IknowbabyI'msorry...I'mreally

sorry...Iboughtyoubananas...

Maya:(smiled)panana

Mayawipedhermucusandlookedat

theplasticasLolopickeditand

walkedinherpoorlythatchedhut....

Shegaveherabananaandwatched

assheinnocentlyenjoyedit,shestill



couldn'tbarethethoughtofwhat

wouldhavehappenedhadshe

delayedatthemall.Tearsfilledher

eyesandshegrabbedherphone

dialingherfriend....

Atmymother'syard.....

OnthesameafternoonIstoodatthe

gatelookingatmymother'sbeautiful

yard....Shewaslivinginabigthree

bedroomhousewithherhusband

andtheirtwochildren...itwasthelife

Iwishedtobepartof,aschildishasit

wasiwonderedhowitfeltliketo



havebothparentsunderoneroofnot

needinganything.

Myphonerang....

Me:Hello?

Lolo:(crying)DidiI'mnotgoingto

school,ican'tleavemychildhere.

Thereisnopointingettingadegree

andlosingmychildbecause

everythingI'mdoingisforher.

Me:NoLolo,youcan'tsaythat...We

needthosedegrees,youknowthat...

Don'tgiveupnow



Lolo:(crying)Didimydaughterisnot

safehere...WaitseIwishsheatleast

shehadafather,maybeher

grandmotherwouldhelpmegongwe

tengnkabogolebotokakanaha

mamaolopeladijokogonkgonne

nnagaanasepekanna.

Me:Youdon'thaveachoicebecause

hedoesn'twantanythingtodowith

thebaby,I'msurprisedyou'rethinking

abouthimmothoasabologoreyou

shouldabortoryou'reonyourown.

Lolo:Ketaarengmma,I'mtorn

betweengoingandnotgoing...

Me:Alonestopcrying,wearethis



close.Don'tgiveuponmenow

Lolo:(wipedhertears)Okay,I'mfine.

Me:Thankyou,I'llpassbylatersowe

cantalk.

Lolo:Bye...

IhungupasIwalkedpastthefamily

whiteNissanparkedunderthetree

andknockedonthedoortheni

steppedback.

Arianaopenedthedoorinherbum

shortschewinggumpressingher

pinkphone...



Ariana:(sighed)Hi

Me:Hi,canitalktoKedibonye?

Ariana:(sighed)Sheisnothere.She

wentoutwithPapaandcanyoustop

callingmymotherwithherfirstname?

It'sdisrespectful.Ifyoucan'tcallher

mamathencallherMmagweAriana

orMrsMorapedi

Iknewshedidn'tunderstandwhyi

calledherbyhernameandcalledmy

grandmammeinsteadbutithurtme

thatsheactuallythoughtitwasa

choiceimade...



Me:Canyoutellhertocallme?I

don'thaveairtimebutineedtotalkto

her.

Ariana:(rolledhereyesandgaveme

thehandbeforeclosing)Yeah

whatever...

Me:Bye

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway

thenheryoungestsisterranoutof

thehouseandsmiledrunningafter

me...



Her:(panting)Hi..

Me:HiBlessing

Blessing:(dividedherorangeintotwo

andgavemeanotherhalf)Areyou

lookingformama?Sheleftwithpapa

Me:(eatingtheorange)Thanks...

Yeah,pleasetellhertocallme.

Blessing:Ohtheresheis..

Awhitecorolladrovethroughthe

gatethenBlessingandistoodunder

theshadow,herfatherparkednextto

usandsteppedoutwalkingtowards

thehouse...



Him:Hello

Me:Dumelang...

Blessing:(runningafterherfather)

Papankemelahoo...

Sheranafterherfatherasherbraids

bouncedonherback,fora12year

oldshewasquitemature.Mymother

steppedoutofthecarandthrew

awaythemangopeelschewing...

Me:(uncomfortably)Dumelang...

Her:HiDidi



Me:IgotacceptedattheUniversity

ofBotswanalikeitoldyoumonths

ago,wehavetoregisteronMonday

butthemoneymmegavemeisnot

enough.

SheopenedherpurseandpickedP50

amongstseveralP100notesthen

shestretchedherarmandhandedit

over,tearsfilledmyeyesandi

wantedtorefusebutiknewineeded

everybitofitsoItookadeepbreath

andgotit...

Me:Thankyou



Her:Iwanttogiveyoumorebuti

havetoaskmyhusbandfirst,this

moneyisforthewindowframesI'm

supposedtobuytoextendthehouse

andI'myettopayAriana'sschool

fees,theydon'thavemopakoaswell

soican'tgiveitawaywithout

discussingitwithhim.IfheagreesI'll

giveyouP200.

Me:Okay.

Her:HowisMme?

Me:Sheisfine

Her:I'llcheckonherduringthe

weekend

Me:(reluctantly)Wherecanifindmy



father?Iwanttoaskhimformoney

too.IneedasmuchasIcanget

Her:Hedeniedyoubeforeyouwere

evenborn,whatmakesyouthinkhe

willgiveyoumoneynow?

Me:I'mjusttakingachance,istill

rememberhisnamesbutIdon'tknow

wherehestaysorworks

Her:HeisadriveratWaterAffairs

Me:Okay,bye

Her:Bye

Iwalkedaway....



AtWaterAffairs.....

Lateroniwaitedbythereception,i

hadonlyseenhimfromadistance

anditwasyearsearlier.My

grandmotheralwaysdiscouragedthe

ideaofapproachingmyfather

becauseshedidn'twantmeto"get

hurt"butpartofbelievedhedenied

mebecausemaybehewasafraid,my

motherwasateenagerbythenand

maybehethoughthewouldgetin

trouble...

Awhilelaterhewalkedinholdingcar



keys...

Receptionist:Youhaveavisitor...

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme

thenhesmiledandwalkedover.

Him:Hello

Me:Dumelang...

Him:(smiledseductively)Howcani

helpabeautifulwomanlikeyou?It's

noteverydayigetbeautifulvisitors,it

willrainapples



Clearlyhedidn'tknowmebutitwas

sickeninghowheseductively

squeezedmyhandandscratchedmy

palmwithhisfinger...

Me:(pulledback)MynameisDidintle,

iamKedibonye'sdaughter..

Thesmileonhisfacedisappearedas

heletgoofmyhandandclearedhis

throatshamefully...

Him:(sighed)Okay...Sohowcani

helpyou?



Me:IhavebeenadmittedatUBandi

havetobeinGaboronebyMonday

forregistrationbutIdon'thave

enoughmoneyfortransportand

toiletries..

Him:Idon'thavemoney.

Me:Oh...

Him:AndI'mamarriedman,mywife

doesn'tknowanythingabout

Kedibonye'saccusationsaboutme

impregnatingher.I'mnotsureif

you'remine,youdon'tevenlooklike

mychildrensoihopethisdoesn't

spreadaroundbecauseitcould

destroymyfamily...



Me:(swallowedtearfully)I'msorry...

I...I...I'llgo

Iwalkedoutthatofficewithapainon

mythroatandnomatterhowhardi

triedtoswallowitwouldn'tgoaway

untiltearsrandownmycheeksasi

crossedtheroad,carsskiddedand

blewtheirhornsasdriversstucktheir

headsoutangrilyinsultingme.I

rubbedmytearspanickedstanding

onthemiddleoftheroadascars

passedbothsidesthenieventually

crossedtheroadcrying......



Atthefillingstation....

AfterwalkingfromthemalltoBoseja

foraboutanhouripassedbythe

fillingstationandcrossedatthe

zebracrossingdustingmyfeettheni

heardBayang...

Bayang:(runningover)Hey.....Didi?

Hello?

Iturnedaroundandlookedathimas

heranoverinhisCaltexuniform,i

didn'twanttotalktohimandthis

timeitwasonlybecauseididn'twant



himtoseemecrying...

Icontinuedwalkinghopinghewould

gobackbuthecaughtupwithme

andtouchedmyshoulderturningme

around.

Bayang:Hey...

Me:(shakyvoice)Ican'ttalkright

now...

Bayang:Areyoucrying?

Hepulledmecloserforatighthugas

iclosedmyeyescryingoutloud



hugginghim....

Bayang:(softly)What'swrong?

Me:(crying)Nothing...

Bayang:Youcan'tsaynothingwhen

youarecrying...

Me:MymothergavemeP50togoto

Gaboroneandmyfatherjusttoldme

thatI'mnothischildandthati

shouldn'tgoaroundtellingpeopleI'm

hisbecauseI'lldestroyhisfamily.I

don'twanttostressMmebytelling

herineedmoremoneybecauseshe

alreadygavemeherpensionandshe

isgoingtobeleftalonesoican't



affordforhertoknowI'minneed

becauseifherBPgoesuponmy

absencenooneisgoingtobethere

forher.Howcanmymothersleepat

nightknowingsheleftanotherchild

behind?Aminotgoodenough?

Bayang:(cuppedmyfaceandliftedit

uptohiseyes)Lookatme....Foras

alongasihavestalkedyouthatold

womanhasbeentheonlypersonin

yourlifeandIdon'tknowwhyyou

suddenlyexpectanythingfrom

anyone.You'retoooldtobecrying

formommy....You'reclosetovictory

becausefromnowonyou'llbe

gettingstudentallowance....(he



smiled)Youshouldbecelebrating....

Thefirstallowanceusuallydoubles....

You'redoneneedingparentsif

somethingyou'regoingtobuyyour

grandmotherfruitsandwhateverold

peoplelike,bosgogobarateeng?

kanamenoithelaaseo

Me:(smiledandeventuallylaughed)

You'redisrespectfulBay...

Bayang:Maybewatermelon

Me:(laughed)Stopit,comeon

Bayang:(laughed)Onaseriousnote...

Howcanyoubecryingwhenanother

girliscryingbecauseshefailedform

fiveanddoesn'tknowwhat'snext?



Youknowforsureyou'regoingtobe

aunversitystudent,whatmoredo

youwant?

Me:Okay...(Iwipedmytears

embarrassed)IguessIshouldn't

complain...I'mfinenow...

Webothsmiledashelookedatmy

lipsandsuckedhis,iswallowedand

lookeddownthenheletgoofmeand

steppedbacktakingadeepbreath...

Bayang:(sighed)AnywayIhavetogo

backtoworkbeforemybossthrows

afit.



Me:(smiled)Bye

Bayang:Canihaveyournumberand

callyoulater?

Me:(Blushedandsmiledreluctantly)

Um-

Bayang:(smiledandpinchedmychin)

It'sokay...Haveasafejourney

tomorrow.

Me:Thanks,bye...

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway

heavingahugesigh.Ihadnoidea

whyididn'tgivehimmynumber

becauseireallywantedhimtohave

it...



AtCaltexfillingstation....

AwhileafterBayangknockedonhis

boss'sofficeandwalkedin,the

managersippedjuiceandstopped

typingturningtohim....

Bayang:Bosskenalele

situationnyanakolapengandineed

advanceonmypay,iknowyoudon't

dothatbutmymotherisverysick-

Boss:Advanceyabokae?

Bayang:P800



Boss:Ican'tgiveyouoverhalfofyour

salary

Bayang:Sixhundredwon'tbe

enough....IneedP800,

Boss:Thatmeansmonthendyou'll

onlygetP400

Bayang:Iknow,pleasebosskeago

kopa.YouknowI'dneverabandonmy

job

Boss:Noit'snotaboutthat,youknow

itrustyoubuttogetpaidP400atthe

endofthemonthis-

Bayang:Bossplease,I'mbegging

you..

Boss:Okay...Seemewhenyouknock



offandgetit.

Bayang:Thankyou....

Athome....

Laterthateveningmygrandmother

listenedtoDitatoloprogramonher

blackOmegaradiowhileipackedmy

bag....

Her:Takemynewblanket...

Ipausedspeechless,shehadkept

thatblanketuntouchedforyears



afterusingsomeofgrandpa'slast

moneyonit...

Me:Butthat'stheonlynewblanket

youhave..

Her:Iknow,itsmygifttoyou.Ikeptit

becauseiknewyouweregoingto

passandidon'twantyoutogotothe

citywithuglyvillageblankets...(we

bothlaughed)Youhavetogowithan

expensiveblanket....

Me:Thankyou...

Igotthebrandnewblanketandputit

inmybag...



Her:Gofetchmesomewaterineed

todrinkmypills,Ditatolodihedile...

Me:Okay.

IgrabbedthebigbucketandIwalked

towardsthetap,thoughitwasnight

therewasn'tmuchdarkness,the

moonandthebrightstarslitsomuch

icouldseemyshadowasachilly

windbreezed......

Iputthebucketontopofthebrickby

thetapandturneditaswaterflowed

inthebucketthenimovedback



lookingup,ashootingstarranacross

theskyrightbeforemyeyesthen

somethingmovedbythehedges

startlingme...

Myheartskippedasahumanfigure

bentovercrossingthefence,i

couldn'ttellwhoitwasuntilhepulled

offhisCaltexjackethoodie..

Me:(sighed)Jesus...Youscaredme...

Bayangsmiledandhandedmea

heavyplasticofsnacks...



Bayang:Sorry,ihavebeenpassingby

overandoverhopingtoseeyou

akereoganagomphanumber,i

wouldhavecalledandyouwouldn't

havealmosthadaheartattack

Me:(smiledblushing)Soyou're

punishingme?

Bayang:Yes...Thisisyourfoodfor

tomorrowonthebus...(handedmea

bundleofmoney)Andyou'regoingto

needthis.

Iremovedthemoneyclipand

countedthenotes...



Bayang:It's750thoughitlooksalot.

It'sP20'andP50's

Ididn'tknowwhattosayasilooked

backathim,hesmiledandgaveme

theplasticwhichItookandputdown

stillstaringathim...

Bayang:(softly)I'mnotbuyingyouor

anything.Ijust...Ididn'tlikeseeing

youcryfortheP50yourmothergave

you.



Ijuststaredathimasthebucket

overflowedthenhetookhishandout

ofthepocketandclosedthetap.He

walkedbacktomewithalittlesmile.

Bayang:(snappedhisfingersonmy

face)Areyoudead?Kanagatwe

bathobabangwebaswabaemeka

dinao

Me:(laughed)Stopit...

Anawkwardmomentpassedaswe

stoodtherelookingatoneanother

thenihuggedhimgratefully,he

movedhishandsoutofthepockets



andhuggedmyslimwaist.

Forafuelattendanthesmelledreally

goodbutthenBayanghadalways

beencleanactuallyihadneverseen

himuntidy.Healwayshadasharp

haircutandverynicemustache...

Nowthatiwasonhischesticould

smellhisbreathandhisheart

poundedrightonmycheek...

Hesighedlettinggoofmeaswe

bothlookedatoneanotherunderthe

lightofthemoonthenheleanedover

andbabykissedme,hislipswere



softandthewayheleanedoverfora

kissmademefeellikeIwasina

romanticmovie.

Hesoftlypulledmychinupand

Frenchkissedmethenhepaused

andlookedatmewithalittlesmile...

Bayang:Don'tyouknowhowtokiss?

Ichucklednotsurehowtorespond..

Bayang:It'sokay,don'tbe

embarrassed...It'sactuallycute...



(laughed)Inafunnyway...(weboth

chuckled)Justrelax,takeabreath

anddoexactlywhatI'mdoingokay

Me:Okay...

Hesoftlytouchedmyneckand

leanedovertiltinghisheadthenhe

gentlykissedmeasikissedback

reluctantly,igotwetashemoved

closerreallykissingme,everything

gotintenseashebreathedheavily

andslidhishandupmyt-shirtgently

squeezingmynipplethenipushed

himback.



Heswallowedbreathingheavilyand

exhaled.......

Bayang:I'msorry...Igotalittle

carriedaway...And...

Me:It'sokay....I'mjustnotreadyfor

sex.I'msavingmyselffortheright

time-

Bayang:Iunderstand...Iwasn'tgoing

tohavesexwithyoustandingbythe

fencenexttoyourgrandmother'stap-

Me:(laughed)Iknow..

Bayang:(laughed)I'llwaitaslongasI

haveto.



Me:(smiled)Whendidyoustart

beingmyboyfriend?

Bayang:(smiledandbabykissedme

holdingmywaist)Whenyouallowed

metokissyouunlessyouallowall

theguystokissyou.

Me:(laughedblushing)Idon't...

You'rethefirst

Bayang:Thereyougo...(helooked

backatthehouse)Alright...wehave

beenstandingherefortoolong.Go

backinsidebeforeyourgrandmother

getsworried.

Me:(smiled)Thankyoufor

everything...



Bayang:Sure

Hetiltedthebucketreducingthe

waterandputitinfrontmethenwe

huggedandbabykissed...

Bayang:(smiled)Nowcaniplease

haveyournumbersoicanseeyouin

themorningatthebusrank?

Ilaughedshylyandgaveittohim

thenhebabykissedmeagainand

walkedaway...



Bayang:Goodnight

Me:Goodnight...

Bayang:Goinside..

Igotthebucketandwalkedinside

thenhewalkedaway.......

AtLolo'shome....

Thenextmorningaround5amLolo

tookherbagsoutsideandwalked

backinsidethehousewhereher

daughterwassleeping.



Tearsfilledhereyesasshegently

touchedhercheekandkissedher....

Lolo:(whisperedsingingtheirsong)

Ooh,love,noone'severgonnahurt

you,love.

I'mgonnagiveyouallofmylove.

Nobodymatterslikeyou."

So,rockabyebaby,rockabye

I'mgonnarockyou

Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Shesmiledtearfullyandkissedher

thensheliftedherupandknockedon



hermother'sdoor.

Sheopenedthedooryawning...

Lolo:KetisitseMaya..

Her:Aowhycouldn'tyoujustleave

hertherekaneketaamohithelagake

tsoga?

Lolo:Thathousedoesn'tlock

properly,ijustthoughtyou'llsleep

withher.

Her:Idon'twantpeeonmysheets

Lolo:Mayadoesn'twetthebed,she

wakesatnight



Her:YeahbutyouknowIdon'tlike

sharingblanketswithchildren,bring

herblanketsandspreadthemonthe

floornexttomybed...

Lolo:Okay...

Shelaidheronthecoldfloorand

fixedherblanketsthenshedusted

herandlaidherdown,Mayarubbed

hereyesandgotup...

Maya:Mama?

Lolo:(emotionally)HeyMaya...Ihave

togouh...Ihavetogofindanew

housethenI'llcomegetyoubutyou'll



bewithmamauntiligetback.

Maya:(crying)Iwanttogowithyou..

Lolo:Ican'tgowithyou.Liedown,I'm

coming...

MayaburstedintotearsasLolo

walkedoutrubbinghertears,she

stoodbythedoorcryinghysterically

lookingathermothercarryingabig

bagwalkingaway.

Maya:(crying)Mama...(runningafter

her)Mama?I'lldrinkmotogo...



Lolotookseveralstepsandturned

aroundwonderingwhyhermother

wasn'tatleastgettingher,sheput

herbagdownandliftedMayathen

hermotherangrilywalkedover...

Her:(angrily)Mayakeepquiet!!

You'resuchacrybaby..

Lolo:(tearfully)I'llcomebacklove

autwa...Mamaoeta

Maya:(cryingkickingspreadingher

armsforLolo)MAMA?MAMA??

MAMAWEE?MAMAWEE...

HAAAAAAA!



SheturnedandwalkedawayasMaya

criedevenlouderthenher

grandmotherangrilyslappedheron

theheadseveraltimes...

Her:(slappingherrhythmically)

Didimala...Di-dimala-monna-o-rata-

botete

Lolotearfullygrabbedherbagand

walkedawaywithoutlookingbackas

tearsrolleddownhercheeks...

Atthebusrank....



Onthesamemorningisteppedout

ofthetaxiwithabigbagandmy

backpackapproachingthebus,

Bayangpulledhishoodiebackand

ranoverrubbinghiscoldhands

togetherthenhegrabbedmybagand

helpedmeputinthebus...

Bayang:Goinside,ireservedaseat

foryou,number43

Me:Okay...

Iwalkedinthebus,itwasmyfirst

timetogetinsuchabigbusandboy



wasitspacious.Icouldtellbythe

scentofniceperfumesinsidethati

wasindeedheadedtothecapitalcity.

Ihadwaitedyearstoseethecityand

itwasabouttobecomeareality...

Imovedalongholdingmybackpack

lookingforseatnumber43andsat

down,minuteslaterBayangwalkedin

holdingahandfulofsweetsandsat

nexttomeputtingthemonmyhand...

Bayang:(sighed)Okay...(lookedat

hiswatch)Haveasafejourney,

pleasecallmeifyouneedanything



there.Someofmyfriendsarealready

workingandI'msureicangetoneof

themtoassistyouifyouneed

anything.

Me:Okay.

Helookedinmyeyesandsmiled

emotionallythenheheldbothofmy

hands...

Bayang:Ican'tbelieveifollowedyou

aroundfor2fullyearsandthenighti

gettokissyouforthefirsttime

becomesourlast.Iamgoingtobe

lonely...(ismiledthenhekissedme)



Pleasetakecareofyourself,ilove

you.

Me:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo

Bayang:(chuckled)Youdon'tknow

whatloveis...WhatisloveDidi?

Me:(blushing)I'mseriousiloveyou.

Bayang:WhenIsayiloveyouimean

icareaboutyou,evenifyoudon't

wantmeI'dstillhelpyouwith

whateveryouwant.Myhelpisn't

conditional....forthepastfewyears

thatihavebeenafteryouihaven't

beensleepingatnightandicouldn't

evenlookatotherwomenbecausei

fantasisedaboutlivinginabighouse



withyou...(laughed)Iknowthiswill

soundcornybutIactuallythinkabout

ushavingafamilytogetherandevery

timeipassedbyyouryardandsaw

yourakingipicturedyoudoingiton

ouryard.

Me:(laughed)Ididn'tknowyoufelt

thatway,ijustthoughtyouwanted

sex...

Bayang:No,idon't...Imeanido-

obviouslybutitsnotatthetopofmy

prioritiesandI'llwaituntilyou're

readytoloseyourvirginity.Don't

worryaboutme.

Me:Thanks



Thebusdriverhitthehornthenwe

huggedforlongtimeandkissed....

Me:Bye

Bayang:Callme

Hewalkedoutofthebusthenipulled

thecurtainsoffwatchinghimashe

pulledthehoodieofhisjacketover

hisheadandrantothetaxi...Ismiled

bitingmylip,ineverthoughtI'dfeel

thatwayabouthimandpartofme

gotlonelyasthetaxidroveoff.The

effecthehadonmewasasifhehad



beenpartofmylifesincethevery

beginning...

Lolosatnexttomerubbingoffher

tearsandputtingherbackpackon

herlap...

Lolo:(shakyvoice)IhopeI'mnot

makingamistakeI'llregrettherest

ofmylife..

Me:You'renot,stopit...You'renot...

Wehuggedandsighedleaningback

lookingoutsidethewindowasthe



busleftMaun....

AtGaborone(UniversityofBotswana)

....

LaterthatafternoonWefollowed

otherstudentsintotheschool,i

couldn'ttakemyeyesoffthe

beautifulbuildingsandhowsmartly

dressedpeoplewere.

Weapproachedacrowdofstudents

andpassedthroughasaladyholding

apieceofpaperaddressedthem...



Her:That'sthesituationwehavenow

sowearecloseduntiltomorrow.

Student:Heelasowherearewegoing

tosleep?Someofusretswaasfaras

Maun

Student2:Wenaobotokaronaretswa

Etshaandwedon'tknowanyonehere.

Her:Totathereisnothingwecando...

Lookatthequeue,evenifwetriedto

assistyouwewouldn'tfinishmme

wecan'tspendanighthere,we

shouldhaveclosedtheofficeathalf

fourbutitsnowitsalmostsixmme

gasegoreretaaduelelwaovertime.



I'msorry...Weapologiseforany

inconvenience.Seeyoutomorrow....

Studentsfrom surroundingareasleft

whileotherscalledtheirfamilyand

friendstopickthem,afewofusfrom

farpartsofthecountrydraggedour

bagstothestairswherewecamped

wonderingwherewewouldsleep.

Anothergirllookedatusaswe

chattedthenshewalkedoverandsat

nexttous.....

Her:HimynameisTiangbut



everybodycallsmeTia

Me:I'mDidintle...

Lolo:I'mAlone

Tia:I'mfromGumare,youraccent

tellsmeyou'refromMaun

Me:(laughed)Uhuohomegirl

WebothlaughedasLoloabsent

mindedlysmiled.Myphonerangthen

iwalkedoutanswering...

Me:Hello?

Mme:HiDidi,howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,ijustarrived.Myroomis



veryniceandwe'reonthequeuefor

foodnow.

Mme:(relieved)OhthankGod...Ihad

tocalltheneighbour'sdaughterto

helpmecallyouinolongerseethe

lettersonthisphone.

Me:(laughed)I'mfine,don'tworry

aboutme.Haveyouhadsomething

toeat?

Mme:Yes,icookedonthefire.You

knowIdon'tlikecookinggas.

Me:(laughed)Ireallyhavetofinish

schoolandhireyouamaidforyou

Mme:(laughed)Hetsaskwelekapela

isekeswengwanaka.



Me:(laughed)Lewenaoskaswapele

mme,haoutwalesonyanankarelago

ratelaotsoge

Mme:(laughed)Ketaatsoga

ngwanaketshwantsegoreketegoja

madiaopelekegontshelebeloabe

elegorekeswang(laughed)O

mpheletsadiunitsimonnabyebye

Me:(laughed)Byebye

IhungupanddialedBayang...

Bayang:Heybabe

Me:Hi...I'matUBbutwehaven't



beengivenaccommodation.We

arrivedlatesotheofficehadtoclose

usoutsideuntiltomorrow.

Bayang:Uhletcallafriendtopick

you.

Me:Bayno,idon'tknowyourfriend,

whatif-

Bayang:Lovetrustme...It'sagood

friendofmine,wewenttochurch

together.Heisagoodguy,trustme

Me:OkaybutI'mwithmyfriendLolo

Bayang:It'sokay,bye

Ihungupandwalkedbackinside....



Me:LoloBaysayshewillfindme

accommodationwewillgotogether.

Tia:ThemmaDidihelpmeoutlenna?

Ihaveaboyfriendherebuthehasn't

repliedmeyet.Itwasalongdistance

relationshipmaybehehassomeone

Me:Wewillsee,I'lltalktotheguyand

ifheagreesweallgo..

AtTlokweng....

LateronAatiledrovethroughhisgate

andstoppedthecarthenweallgot



outwithourbagsandfollowedhimin

thehouse...

Heopenedabedroomwithachild's

beddingandremovedthesheets

throwingtheminthebabycot.

Aatile:Excusemeforthis.Thisismy

daughter'sroom,sheis5

Me:Noproblem..Ihavemyown

sheets.

Aatile:Perfect,anywayI'mdrivingto

jwanengtocheckonmydaughterso

you'llbeonyourownthewhole

weekend.IalreadytoldBayangthati



won'tbearoundthewholeweekend

butthereisfoodinthepantryand

fridge.

Me:Thanks

Aatile:(lookingatme)Takecareof

thehouse...

Me:I'lldothat.Thanks

Aatile:Sure,(tothegirls)Nice

meetingyouladies

Lolo:Thankyouforyourhelp

Tia:Thanksboo...You'resuch

darling...

Hewalkedout...



Tia:(sighedfanningherself)OhGod

thisguyishot...I'mgoingtofuckhim

whengetsback

Me:Tiahehasakidandababy

mamaobviouslybecausebabies

don'tfallfromthesky

Tia:Ididn'tsayI'mtakinghim,ijust

likehimandwanttofuckhim.

Shetookoffherclothesremaining

withhertightsandbrawalkingtothe

kitchenaswefollowedher…



Lolo:Tiakeepyourclotheson,whatif

hecomesbackwithhisgirlfriend,

thenwhat?Otarepatikisamma

Me:Tiaputonyourclothes

Sheopenedthefridgeandgrabbeda

bottleofHuntersGold...

Tia:Wow....

Me:Tiaputonyourclothes...

Tia:Dididon'tbeababy,it'sjustus...

Thedudesaidhewasgoingto

Jwanengthewholedamnweekend.



Sheopenedthebottlewithherteeth

andsippedasherphonerangthen

shewalkedoutasLoloandIstared

atthedoubledoorfridgefullof

food.....

Lolo:Istillhavesnackfromthebus

Me:Metoo...

ThreecoldbottlesofHuntersGold

caughtmyattention,theylooked

moistliketheyweresweatingandi

couldonlyimaginehowthirst

quenchingtheywere...



Me:Doyoueverwonderhowbeer

tasteslike?

Lolo:Noandyoushouldn'teither...

IlookedatthebottleofAmarulawith

thatbeautifulstringaroundit'sneck

theniopenedthebottleandsniffed

inside,thecreamysweetsmellhad

meswallow...

Me:Amarulamustbereallynice,it

smellsdeliciouslikesomekindof

yoghurtorsomething

Tia:(laughedwalkingover)Yeah

Amarulaisnicewithmilk...Doyou



wanttotaste?

Me:Yeah...

Lolo:Didikanagankeotolwaija...

Tiagrabbedthebottleandtwo

glassesthenshepouredhalfeach

andfilledwithmilk,shemixedhers

withherfingerandsuckedit..

Tia:Mmh....(slidmineover)Here

Ishooktheglassreluctantlyand

sipped....Surprisinglyitwasn'tbad..It

tastedcreamyandsweetwithalittle



bitterness...

Me:It'snice...

Tiagrabbedanotheroneandhopped

onthecounteropeningthebottle

withherteeth....

Lolo:Guyscanyoubothgrowup,

Aatileleftusinhishouse.He

shouldn'tcomebacktoanempty

fridge.Didisincewhendoyoudrink?

Tia:I'llreplacethem,myBFwillbuy

themtomorrow.(smiledandpointed



atuswithabottleofHuntersGold)

Guysihaveabrightidea...Canwe

findahouseandrentassoonas

allowanceetsena?Idon'twantto

stayoncampusbecauseit'slimiting

Lolo:Iprefertobeclosertomy

classes,I'mstayingoncampus.

Me:I'mwithLoloonthis...Idon't

wanttobelateformylessons

Tia:Iguessyou'reright...

Herphonerangthenshesteppedout

again...



Lolo:(shegotmyglass)Didicanwe

talk?

Me:(gotitback)Yesbutdon'ttake

theglasswhat'sup?

Lolo:Stopdrinking,itdoesn'tsuityou

Me:It'sjustadrinkcomeon...We

madeit,lookaroundyou.Isn'tit

worthcelebrating?

Shepickedthebottlesandcleaned

thekitchenasimadeanothermix,i

stillcouldn'tbelieveiactuallymadeit

tothecity....Straightfromragsto

riches...Iwasdefinitelyinthecity

andforthefirsttimeinmylifeiwas



inabighousewithlightsand

everything.

Igrabbedmyglassandstoodonthe

counterholdingithigh...

Me:(screaming)Cheerstome...I

madeittoGaborone,allmylatenight

readingfinallypaidoff.Allthe

embarrassingmomentsihad

becausemyshoesweretornormy

uniformhadlostcolor...Mymother

ignoringmeandmysisterthinking

lowofme....Wellsuckersimadeit

toothoughiwasreadingformy



examsusingaparaffin

lamp....(singingloudly)Cheerstothe

freakingweekendI'lldrinktothat

yeahyeah...

Tiawalkedbackinwithahugesmile

onherface...

Tia:(laughedandraisedherbottle

highsingingalongwithme)Putyour

glassesoveranddrinktothatyeah

yeah...(excitedly)Guysmyboyfriend

iscomingtopickme,let'sgopartying.

Lolo:Areyoucrazy?Wejustarrived

andyouwanttoparty?



Me:I'min...Countmein

Lolo:Didiyou'renotgoinganywhere

wastedlikethat,you'redrunkandyou

knowyouwouldnevergotoaparty.

Tia:Shelooksfinetome,sheiseven

betterthanwhenimetherearlier.

Shewasuptight

Lolo:(angrily)Youdon'tevenknow

her!ListenTiangorwhoeveryour

nameis,youshouldgetyourbags

andgostaywiththisboyfriendof

yoursbecauseotilegorepatikisa.

Tia:Thelasttimeicheckedthis

housewasn'tyours,you'rejustlike

me.



Me:(laughedstaringatthebulb)God

thisisbeautiful...(tearfully)Imean

youguys...I'manobodyandI'min

thecity,I'mgonnafinishschooland

haveeverythingieverwanted...

(crying)IloveGod.....I'mgoingto

haveagoodjobandmarryBayang...

Thatguyiscuteandheissocool...I

lovehim

Lolo:(lookingupatmeonthe

counter)Didigetdownfromthere

beforeyoubreakyourteeth....you're

drunk.

Me:(sittingdowncrying)IloveGod

youguys...



Tia:(screaming)Yeah,braG.O.Dis

theshitbabe

Lolo:Tiajustgoalone,shecan'tgo...

Tia:(pullingmyarm)Ohcomeon

Lola

Lolo:It'sLolo....LO-LO...FromA-LOH-

NEH...Leaveheralone

Me:LoloI'mfine...Iwanttoseethe

city....Let'sgotogether...

IleanedoverandkissedLoloonthe

cheekstaggering,iwasunbelievably

excitedandforthefirsttimeinmy

lifeicouldn'trememberanythingbad

inmylife,allicouldthinkaboutwas



celebratingarrivinginthecity...

Tiagrabbedmywristasweboth

staggeredandfellonthecouchthen

Lolosighedannoyed...

Lolo:Koore1stofallwedon'tknow

yourboyfriendorhisfriends-andDidi

isnotgoing.Nnagakediredilotsa

bongwanagakeatelagotshameka

moGaborone.

Tia:WellthankGodsheisnotyour

daughter,shemadeadecisionand

sheisgoing...(therewasahooter

thenshesmiled)Ooops!Timeup...



Let'sgoDidi,Let'schangeinto

somethingshortandnice,yourjeans

haveMaunwrittenalloverthem...

WegotchangedasLolosatonthe

bedwatchingusthenwewalkedout

asshefollowedusout...

Lolo:Didintlecanyoustopthis?

You'redrunk,I'msureyou'regoingto

justcollapsewithinafewminutes.

Whatifyougetraped?

Tia:(rolledhereyes)Great!

Me:Bye



Lolo:(sigheddisappointedly)Ican't

believeyouaredraggingmeinto

this...(pointedatTiaannoyed)the

onlyreasonI'mgoingistomakesure

sheissafebecauseshewouldnever

dothisifshewassober,tomorrow

youandmearedone!DONE...

Tia:Bedoneonthewayreemisitse

mothokonte...

Shelockedthehouseandfollowed

ustothecarwhereTiagotinthe

frontseatandreceivedakissfrom

herboyfriendwhoseagewas

definitelytwicehers.Wegotinthe



backandclosedthedoor....

Me:Ohilovethissong

Tia:NoDidiIlovethissong

Lolo:Sincewhendoyoulikethiskind

ofmusic?(elbowedme)Gapeodige

lentswewaagwasa

Boyfriend:(turnedaroundandsmiled

atus)MynameisObakeng..

Me:I'mDidi...(putmyarmaround

Lolo)AndthisisAloneakaLolo,

Lonza,Lonzitah...Mlenzos

Lolo:(sighedannoyedandpushedoff

myarmasthesmellofbeer



nauseatedher)HiObakeng

Obakeng:Ladiesareweready?

Tia:(turningupthevolume)Yeah...

HeturnedthesteeringwheelasTia

andinoddedourheadssinging

along.....

Both:(singing)MugwantiwaPitoria

BoMarthaleboMaria

BaskimileboPolena

BoDorahleboRosinah........



Attheparty...

Minuteslaterwewalkedthroughthe

crowdandthesamesongwas

playing,icouldfeelmymoodrising

upalloveragainasmyphone

vibrated,itookitoutandchecked,it

wasBayangtheniputitbackinthe

pocket.

Thepartyplacewasbeautifulwitha

littlepoolinthebackyardwhere

everyonewasdancing.

Tia'sboyfriendintroducedustohis



friendswhowerechillinginthepool

holdingbeer,oneofthemstopped

smilingwhenheseteyesonme.He

tookadeepbreathandsmiledthen

hehoppedoutofthepooland

approached...

Him:(shoulderbumped)SureOBK..

OBK:Sureboy..

Heturnedtomewithacutesmile

andgentlytouchedmyhandthenput

myhandonhischestandputhisarm

aroundmywaist...



Him:(Leanedandspokeintomyear)

MynameisBrandon...

Me:I'mDidi...

Brandonhuggedmesoftlyandgave

measoftkissonmyneck,hislips

werecoldfromthebeerandthat

neckkissgavemegoosebumps....

Oneoftheirfriendssplasheduswith

water...

Him:Branmonnagetaroom

Bran:(laughedandturnedaround



givinghimthemiddlefinger)Kgosi

fuckyou!

Obakeng:Guyswait..Wait....This

songthebanna!Eisheish...

Branputhisarmaroundhimasthey

sangtogether....

Both:(pointingtothesky)Please

mugwantimybabe...Sgwejegweje

Mugwanti....pleasemugwantishaker

sbejebeje...

TheysmiledandlookedatusTiaand



ilaughedandsangalongwiththe

song...

Us:(Singingloudly)Mugwantiwa

Pitoria

BoMarthaleboMaria

BaskimileboPolena

BoDorahleboRosinah..

Thebeatbangedandweallwent

downdancingwhileLolosatonthe

cornerwatchingus,Brandongrabbed

mywaistandjumpedinthepoolwith

me.....



Me:(spatwaterholdingontohis

neck)Brandonican'tswim....

Brandon:Igotyoubaby....

Heleanedoverandkissedmethen

hewhisperedinmyear...

Brandon:It'sgettingalittlecoldhere,

canwegosomewhereprivate?

Me:(smilednaughtily)Surebutwe

havetododgeher...

Brandon:(lookedatLoloandsmiled

kissingme)Alright...Mycaristhis



side...

Me:(giggled)Okay..

Hehoppedoutofthepoolandtook

myhandthenhegrabbedhistowel

andcarkeysbeforeanyonecouldsee

him,weranthroughthecrowdand

passedtotheparkingarealaughing

likeacoupleofsillyteenagers.

Hepushedmeagainstthecarand

kissedmepassionatelythenhe

unlockedthecar,igotinandhe

startedtheengine...



Brandon:Comehere...

Hekissedmeanddroveoffasitook

offmywetclothesandshookmywet

phone...

Me:Ohnomyphoneetsenyweke

metsi...Itsoff...

Iputitdownandtookoffmywetvest

thenheglancedatmyfirmbreasts

andalmostranthrougharedlightas

thecarsblewtheirhornsthenhe

stoppedandlookedatme...



Brandon:Shit...Arethesereal?(he

touchedthem)Fuckthey'rereal,how

oldareyou?

Me:(giggled)Oldenough...

Brandon:Comehere,kissme..

Ileanedoverashemetmehalfway

andkissedmethenhesteppedon

theacceleratoranddroveoffintothe

night.........

*

*

*



*

*

*

[9/3,11:25PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴2

Attheparty...

Loloquietlysatonthepavementin

frontofthepartyyardanddialedher

mother...

Her:(peopletalkinginthe



background)Hello?

Lolo:Himama,okaeMaya?Cani

talktoher?

Her:Iwenttoaweddingpreparation

meeting,ileftherwithyoursister.

Lolo:Okay,letmecalher...

Shehungupanddialedhersister...

Her:Hello

Lolo:Hi,Mayaokae?

Her:Icametogetsomethingat

Diboy'sfather's

Lolo:IsshewithDiboy's?



Her:NoDiboy'sfatherwantedtosee

him,shewassleepingwhenileft.I

won'tbelong.

Lolo:Aommahowcanyouleavemy

daughteraloneatthistime?It's

almost11pmkana...Whatifshegets

kidnapped?

Her:Uhmmaakerekeaemelela

jaanaAlone?I'mnotyournannyand

yourchildwon'tstopmefromdoing

whatIhavetodo.Icametomy

husbandshouse,shouldihave

broughtherwithme?Kanakeseka

karatanakennelengwanawagago?

Lolo:(crying)Kantekeengontsaya



ekaregakemonnao?Howcomeyou

feelnothingformydaughter?It's

11pmandmydaughterishome

alone?

Her:I'mnotherfather-

ShehungupthenLoloburstinto

tears,shegotupandwalkedthrough

thecrowdlookingforDidibutshe

wasnowaytobefound.Shetried

callingbuthernumberwasn't

availablethenshespottedTiawith

herboyfriendandwalkedover...

Lolo:WhereisDidi?



Tia:Idon'tknow...

Lolo:Whowasshewith?

Tia:Ididn'tcheck

Lolo:Aomma..(frustratedly)Didile

eneissuchachildwaitse...(walking

away)Thisonesidedfriendshipis

weighingonme...Ihaveadaughter

toworryabout,notanadultwhocan't

thinkforherself.Howdoievenget

homefromhere?

Shesearchedthroughthecrowduntil

shewastiredthenshewenttosit

outside...



Lolo:(worriedlylookingatthemoon)

Mayaareyousafemylove?

AtMaya'sgrandmother's...

MeanwhileMayacriedwondering

aroundtheyardalone,amanpassing

bytheyardstoppedandobservedas

littleMayacriedsittinginfrontofher

mother'shutthenhewalkedin

throughthesmallgate...

Mayastoodupandlookedathimas

heapproachedthroughthemild

dark...



Man:(smiled)Aomotogolo?Batho

bakae?

Maya:Idon'tknow

Man:Nooneishome?

Heknockedonthecloseddoorsand

finallypushedthedoortoLolo'shut,

itslidopenthenhegrabbedherwrist

andwalkedinsidewithher...

Man:Comeinside...Wewillwaitfor

yourmotherhereokay?

Maya:(smiled)Mamaiscoming?



Man:Yes...

Helookedoutsideagainand

unzippedhistrousersthenhegently

pushedMayadown...

Man:Laydown...Iwanttocheck

somethinginyourpantiesokay?If

you'reagoodgirlandkeepquietI'll

showyouwhereyourmotheris

hiding

Maya:(smiled)You'llshowmemama?

Man:Yes,justlaydownandspread

yourlegslikethis...



Hetookoffherpantiesandspread

her2yearoldlegsapartthenhetook

outhisDrubbingthetiponher

innocenceand..................

AtGaborone....

MeanwhileLolo'smooddroppedto

Zeroasacabstoppedbyherfeet

thenshegotinandclosedthedoor.

Shesattherewithoutsayinganything

asthecabdriverdroveoff...



Driver:Uh?

Lolo:(snappedoutofit)Raa?God,

didisayhi?

Driver:(laughed)No,youdidn'tandi

askedyouaquestionthreetimes...

Amitakingyoutotheaddressyou

sentviatextmessage?

Lolo:Yes...Eishsorry.Lifeyamea

thata,I'mwalkingaroundhelajaana

butI'mdyinginside...Ileftmy2year

oldwithmymotherbutshedoesn't

reallylikemebecauseshethinkslow

ofme,herfavouritedaughterismy

oldersisterwhoisdatinga



businessman.Mynephewbeatsmy

daughterlikesheisapunchingbag

andiwonderhowworseitwillbeon

myabsence.Rightnowmymother

leftmydaughterwithmysisterand

mysistertookhersontoherbaby

daddy'shouseleavingmydaughter

aloneathome.Idon'tevenknowhow

longagoshewasleftalone,idon't

knowifsheate...Iwishicould

schoolinMaunsoicanbecloseto

her.Idon'tknowwhattodowithmy

life

Driver:Whataboutherfather?

Lolo:Thatmanlongtoldmetoabort

orI'monmyown,ithoughthewas



kiddingwhenMayawasbornisent

himapictureandhecametome

angry.Hethreatenedmeandtoldme

ishouldnevermentionhisnameifi

wantmydaughteralive.Sincetheni

focusedonmydaughter...

Driver:Mysisteryoursituationis

hard...Can'tyoucalltheneighbours

tocheckonher?

Lolo:(smiledthankfully)Thankyou...

Mybrainhadjammed,stressse

maswe...

Shedialedtheneighbourbuther

numberwasn'tavailablethenshe



sighed...

Attheneighbour'shouse...

MeanwhileLolo'sneighbourstepped

outandthrewleftoverfoodinthebin

thenshefrownedlisteningcarefully,

sheheardMayacryingandherheart

sunk."Diboy'smusthavetakenhis

toysagain"shethoughtbrushingit

off...

SheknewwhatasharpmouthLolo's

motherhadandshedidn'twantto

crosshersoshewalkedbackinside



thehouseandcontinuedwashingthe

dishesbutnomatterhowhardshe

triedtoputaheartofstoneshe

couldn'tthenshesteppedoutand

listenedagain,Mayawasstillcrying

andthistimeshesoundedtobe

approachingthegatethensheputon

hershoesandwalkedoutintothe

dark.

ShemetMayabythegatecrying

walkingbarefootwithjustat-shirt

andnopantiesthenshepickedher

up...



Her:Whereiseveryone?

Maya:(crying)Idon'tknow..

Her:Ao,ngwanayookanaotogelwa

aleone?

ShecouldfeelMayahadpeedon

herselfassheputheronherwaist

andshecouldn'tstopcrying,the

neighbourwentbacktoherhouse

carryingher.

Shetookoffhershoesandstepped

inwithMayaonherleftwaist...



Neighbour:Okay...I'mgoingtobath

youandthenyou'regoingtoeatlots

andlotsoffood...stopcryingbaby

autwa..

Sheputherdownandsawadropof

bloodonthewhitetile,shepaused

andstretchedhert-shirtwhereshe

hadputMaya...Ithadalargestainof

bloodshefeltearlierandthoughtit

waspee.

Neighbour:OhGodnono...Maya

whathappened?

Maya:Themanputhissesehere..



Theneighbourcoveredhermouth

tearfullyandrantothebedroom

whereshegrabbedhertoweland

phonethenshenoticedherphone

wasoff,sheputitonthechargerand

grabbedMayarushingtothepolice

station.....

AtBrandon'sHouse....

Thenextmorningasoftkissonthe

foreheadwokeme,istretchedmyself

andgotupholdingthesheetupmy

chestasBrandonstoodbybuttoning



hisshirtanditwasatthatmoment

thathissilverringshinedonmy

face...

Brandon:Morning....

Me:Morning...You'remarried?

Brandon:Yeah...Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Ihavealittleheadache

Brandon:It'sprobablythehangover...

I'llhavethemaidfixyouamix.It

shouldtakecareofthethat...

Iquicklygotupandranoutwithmy

pantiesashefollowedmeand



directedmetothebathroomwherei

kneltdownandthrewup.

Hewalkedinwithaglassofwater

andhandedme....

Brandon:Here...

Icleanedmyselfupandashewalked

out.

Minuteslaterigotinashewas

standingbythemirrorputtingonhis

tieandassoonashesawmeonthe



mirrorbehindhim,hestoppedand

turnedaroundlookingatme...

Hewassmartandfromhisdressi

couldtellhehadaverygoodjob,he

walkedoverandcuppedmybreast

admiringmynipplesthenhesoftly

touchedmycheekandkissedmy

forehead...

Brandon:You'reverybeautiful...

Me:Thankyou...

Brandon:Wereyoutellingthetruth

aboutbeingavirgin?



Me:Yeah...

Brandon:Howareyoufeeling?Didi

hurtyou?

Me:No...I'mfine...IjustwishIcould

remembermoreaboutit...

Brandon:(laughed)Wereyouthat

drunk?

Me:Itwasmyfirsttodrinkso...

Anywayihavetogobeforeyourwife

findsmehere.

Brandon:Sheisoverseasschooling

Me:Yeahbutyou'rehersandihave

torespectthat.Lastnightididn't

noticeyouweremarried



HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedme

thenhegrabbedhisrobeandputit

aroundmeleadingmetothekitchen

wherehismaidwaspreparing

breakfast...

Brandon:(toher)Youcantakeaday

off...InfactcomebackonMonday.

Her:Ihaven'tdonethelaundryandI

didn'tcleanthehouse.

Brandon:It'scoolyou'lldoiton

Monday..Didyoufixherbreakfast?

Her:Yessir..



Brandon:Thanks..

Me:(toher)Hi...

Her:Hello...

Sheleftthenheliftedmeupandput

meonthecounter,hehandedmethe

waterwithasliceoflemonhanging

ontheglass...

Brandon:Havethat...

Iputtheglassdownandtearfully

closedtherobeasmyknucklesmet...



Me:Iwanttogohome...

Brandon:Areyouokay?

Me:(tearfully)Yeah...I...Thisisnot

me...(rubbedmytears)Ididn'tthink

I'dlosemyvirginitytoamarriedman.

Iwasn'tmyselflastnightandI'm

embarrassedrightnow.

Icoveredmyfacecryingthenhe

huggedmebutimovedbackand

headedtothebedroomwhereigot

dressed...

Brandon:Ihopeyou'renotgoingto

accusemeofrapebecauseyouwere



willing,youactuallyplayedonmy

chestafter..

Me:No,youdidn'trapeme.Itsmy

fault..Didweuseprotection?

Brandon:OfcoursewedidDidiicare

aboutmyhealthtoo..Thereisabox

ofMoodsontheheadboardifyou

don'tbelieveme.

Me:It'sokay..

Brandon:canyouatleasthave

breakfastbeforeyougo?I'lltakeyou

home..

Me:Thanks...



Igotdressedandwalkedoutthenhe

followedmeholdingaphone......

Brandon:Bythewayiwasusingthis

phoneuntiliboughttheoneI'm

currentlyusing,itsperfectlyfine...If

youlikeityoucanhaveitsincei

threwyoursinthewater...Orican

buyanewone..

Isatdowneatingandslowlygotthe

phone,itwasclearlyexpensiveandi

hadneverusedsuchasmartphone

before...



Me:Thisoneisfine...

Brandon:(lookingatme)I'mreally

sorryaboutlastnight...Ifeelverybad

rightnow,ifeellikeI'mapaedophile

Me:It'sokay,don'tworryaboutitbut

therewon'tbeus...Ihaveaboyfriend

andheisagoodguy.Idon'twantto

breakhisheart...

Brandon:Iunderstand,it'sokay...You

don'towemeanexplanation.

Me:Let'sgo...

Wegotupandleftasimovedmysim

cardtothenewphone...



AtLolo'shome....

LaterthatmorningLolo'smother

knockedfromdoortodoorlooking

forMaya,anotherneighbourwalked

over...

Neighbour:Iheardhercryingalot

lastnightbutithoughtitwas

becausehermotherleft.

Her:Isteppedoutforaminute,justa

minuteandshewalksaway...



Diboy'sfatherparkedatthegatethen

Lolo'ssistersteppedout...

Her:Youstillhaven'tfoundher?

Mother:No,wherecouldshebe?I

thinkweshouldcallthepolice

Her:Police?Comeon...Sheis

probablyaroundheresomewhereor

maybeshewenttoDidintle'shouse

becauseLoloalwaysgoestherewith

her.Childrenareclever..

Mother:Probably,canyoutellyour

mantodriveusthere?

Her:Ofcourse...



Lolo'scallcamethroughthenher

mothersighedbeforeshecouldpick...

Her:Hello?

Lolo:Himama,canitalktoMaya?

Her:Mayaisstillsleeping...They

watchedTVuntillate..

Lolo:(sighedinrelief)Okay...Send

meamessagewhenshewakesup.

Her:Okay...Sheisfineibilesheis

eatingjaakaoitsegorekemothole

motogowasekupu

Lolo:(laughedtouchingherchestin



relief)Okay,ididn'tsleeplastnight..

Her:Don'tworry,illsendamessage

whenshegetsup.

Lolo:ok,bye...

Shehungupandshookherhead

gettinginthecar...

Her:Wehavetofindher....

AtTlokweng.......

Lolocleanedthehousehummingina

goodmood,shecouldn'twaitfor



Mayatogetupsotheycouldtalkand

maybeshewaswrongabouther

mothermaybeshefinallyrealised

thatMayawashergrandchildtoo.

Thedoormaindooropenedthenshe

pausedcleaninglookingatthe

entrancethenAatilewalkedinwith

hisdaughtertalkingtothephone...

Aatile:(angrilytalkingtothephone)I

don'tknow...Ijustdon'twantmy

daughterlockedinthehouseevery

timeshefeelslikeattendingaparty.

TsogagotweI'mviolentbecausethe



nexttimesomethinglikethis

happensI'mgoingtobeathergakena

sepelegoremangotaarengbecause

thisistotaldisrespect.

Hepassedtothebedroomangrily

talkingtothephonethenhis

daughterwalkedinthekitchenand

pausedlookingatLolomoppingthe

floor...

Her:Hello

Lolo:Hi..

Her:MynameisMaya



Lolosmiledemotionallylookingat

herandlaughed...

Lolo:Mydaughter'snameisalso

Mayabutsheisabityoungerthan

you.Howoldareyou?

Maya:5...

Lolo:MyMayais2

Maya:(laughed)Shestolemyname...

Lolo:(laughed)Iguessshedid...

TheylaughedchattingasAatile

frustratedlywalkedinandopenedthe



fridgehopingtogrababottleofbeer

buttherewasnothingthere...

Aatile:Ihadbeerinhere..

Lolo:(reluctantly)Um...Good

morning...

Aatile:Doyougirlsdrink?

Lolo:Idon't,ItwasDidiandTia..I'm

sorry.

Aatile:(sighed)Eish...SoBayangis

datingagirlwhodrinkswhilehe

doesn'tdrink?

Lolo:Lastnightwasherfirst

Aatile:Okae?



Lolo:Theywenttoaparty..

Aatile:(laughedindisbelief)Okay

seriouslyissheBayang'sgirlfriend?I

don'tseeBaydatingsomeonelike

that

Lolo:It'scomplicated...

Aatile:(drankwaterandclosedthe

fridge)Bythewaythisismydaughter

Maya,BabythisisauntieLoli

Maya:(laughed)It'sLolo...

Aatile:(smiled)Okayiseeyou

alreadymet...

Hisphonerangthenhegrabbedthe



trashplasticandwalkedout

answering...

Aatile:Hello?

Bayang:Atymosadiwameokaene

monna?What'syourlandlinekeletse

becauseherphoneisnotavailable.

Aty:Sheisnothomeyet,ijustgot

here.Apparentlytheywenttoaparty,

shedrinkstoo...Didyouknowthat?

Bayang:Drinking?Likedrinking

alcohol?

Aty:Yeah,theyemptiedmybig

Amarulabottleandacoupleof

Hunter'sGolds.



Bayang:Waakathemonna!

Aty:I'mserious...

Hethrewthetrashinthebinandsaw

acarstoppingafewfeetawayfrom

him...

Aty:Shejustpulledover

Bayang:Whoisshewith?

Aty:SomecheeseboywaJeep

Bayang:(sighed)Themonnadon't

playmeilovethatgirl,areyousure

it'sher?

Aty:DudeI'mlookingrightather,you



knowwhatletmehaveatalkwith

thismoron..

Bayang:Atydon'tharasstheguy

wenawaapekakana

Aty:Waiponalaitee...

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthe

car...

***

MeanwhileIsteppedoutandclosed

thedoor...



Bran:Canihaveyournumber?

Me:No,i...Thiswasamistake.Bye..

Atyleanedonthedriver'ssideand

smiledatBrandon...

Aty:(lookingathisring)Kanteibileo

nyetse?

Bran:Exeh...

Aty:Issomethingwrongwithyour

wife'spussy?

Bran:(laughed)Seriously?

Aty:(leanedbackglaringathim)Next

timehaomodropawanyelasaan...



Bran:(smiledandrolledupthe

window)Enemmekemojeleakere...

Hereversedthecaranddroveoffas

Aatileturnedandlookedatmethen

hequietlywalkedinside...

Me:(followedhim)It'snotwhatyou

think.

Aty:(turnedandlookedatme)What?

Thatyougotdrunkandhada

nightstandwithamarriedmanwho

justdroppedyouoff?You'repathetic

anditswomenlikeyouthatturnus

intokillers...OlakiodiraboBayang,



onedayyou'llmeetaguylikemewho

willpunishyouforbeingslaty,i

wouldn'tevenleaveyouI'djustfix

youonce...OtalelaBayang...

Hewalkedinthehouseandi

followedhimthenweheardLolo

screamingandbothranintothe

bedroomwhereshewasholdingthe

phonetoherearcrying....

Lolo:(screamingcryingjumpingup

anddown)GODNOOOOOO!(crying

holdingherchestasapainstruckher

belowthebreast)Godpleaseno....



Whatdoyoumeansheisgoingtoget

stitched?PleasetellmeI'm

dreaming...Godpleasewhatsindidi

do?

Me:(tearfully)Lolowhat'sgoingon?

Shehungupandsatdowncrying

thenihuggedherasshecried

screaming,Mayastoodatthedoor

concernedthenherfather

approachedher...

Aatile:Babepleasewaitoutside...

Auntieisnotfeelingwell,gowatch

TV...



Heclosedthedoorthenhesaton

Lolo'sothersiderubbingherback...

Aatile:What'sgoingon?Oneminute

wewerelaughingandnowthis?

gatweng?

Lolo:My2yearolddaughterhas

beenraped...Andmyneighboursays

sheisbadlyinjured.Mysisterlefther

homealoneandwenttosleepoverat

herbabydaddy'shouse...Koorei

leavemychildonedayandthis?I'm

leavingschool...



Webothsatthereinshockasshe

packedherbagcryingthenAatilegot

upholdingherhandandfacedher...

Aatile:I'lldriveyoubackhome...

Lolo:(crying)I'mfromMaun

Aatile:Iknow,putyourbaginthecar,

wewillbewithyourdaughterinless

than8hours...Ipromise

Me:LoloI'msorry..

Lolo:(turnedtome)Didintleweare

donennalewena,you'renotafriend.

Iriskedmylifetolookoutforyou

thenyoudodgeme,ompona

bohemaakere?Idon'twantyouto



thinkI'mdisturbingyoukatselaepe

butIwon'tletyouputmeatrisklike

youdidlastnight.Iwassurrounded

bymatagwatryingtoprotectyoubut-

(shookherhead)Idon'tneedthis...

ThereisnouseanywaybecauseI'm

droppingoutofschool.I'mgoingto

takecareofmychild.

Shewalkedoutwithherbagtheni

followedherbutAatilestoppedme...

Aatile:Notnow...Shedoesn'tneed

this..

Me:(regrettablyscreaming)LoloI'm



sorryaboutlastnight,kennake

dirilengphosogobuanneteandI

won't-

Sheslammedthedoorthenirubbed

mytears...

Aatile:(lookingatme)Ireallyhope

youwillbegonebyMonday...and

pleasedon'tsetmyhouseonfire

whileI'mgone...

Hewalkedout...



***

Minuteslateriapproachedthecaras

Aatilestrappedhisdaughteronthe

carseatandclosedthebootthenhe

gotinthecar...

Me:LoloI'msorryfordodgingyou,i

wasdrunkand-

Lolo:ByeDidintle...

SherolledupthewindowthenAatile

droveoff,myphonerang....



Me:Hello?

Bayang:Hi...

Me:Hi...

Bayang:Yourphonewasoffallnight,

whathappened?

Me:(stammering)Itfellbut...Itfell

Bayang:OletsekaeDidi?

Me:Iwashome..

Bayang:Youdon'thavetoforce

yourselftolovemejustbecausei

loveyou,melovingyoudoesn't

necessarilymeanyoushouldloveme

back.Iwasn'tbuyingyouwiththat

money,iwasjustbeinghelpful



becauseIloveyou.Ireallydon'twant

tohateyouorhurtmyselfsolet'sjust

stopthiswholethingbecausewheni

loveilovehard.Ihopeyoufindaguy

worthyourfaithfulnessandtheworst

thingkegoreomaaka.Youcould

haveatleastadmittedgoreoletseko

monnengyoonyetsengand

apologised.Yousavedyourselfall

theseyearsjusttosleepwithanother

woman'shusband,I'mdisappointed

inyou.Ihopehewasworthit.

Me:(crying)Bayang?I-

Hehungupthenidialedhisnumber



butitwasn'tavailable......

*

*

*

*

*

*

[9/3,11:25PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴3

AtLetsholathebe...



Lolo'smotherwalkedintheprivate

roomastheneighbourlaidonthe

bednexttoMaya'scot....

Her:(angrily)Soyoufoundmy

granddaughterandhidher?Why

couldn'tyoutellmethis?

Neighbour:Howwoulditellyou?You

weren'thomebutMayaneededto

seeadoctor!

Her:Andthenwhataboutearlythis

morning?Whydidn'tyoucall?You

justwantedmetoseethepolice

goingthroughthehouselookingfor

theplacewherethecrimetookplace?



Neighbour:IfoundMayacryingat

midnightbythegate,youweren't

theresoibroughtherherewiththe

police.Theydon'tadmitlittlechildren

bythemselvessoigotadmittedwith

her...Whatdidyouwantmetodo

becauseicouldn'tjustleaveherwith

thepoliceihadtobewithher

Her:Isthiswhyyoudon'thave

childrenofyourown?Soyoucanplay

goodmothertoourchildren?Please

leave...I'llbewithher.

Neighbour:Haokakewadirabothodi

joo...Lolobeggedmenottolether

daughteroutofmysightuntilshe

getshere,andthat'sexactlywhatI'm



doing

Her:You'reunbelievable

Neighbour:Noyou'reunbelievable,

you'reconcernedaboutwhatpeople

willsaysomuchthatyouhaven't

evenaskedhowMayais,youhaven't

eventouchedher,isn'tsheimportant?

Her:(regrettablylookingatMaya)

Howisshe?

Neighbour:"Howisshe"Godisgoing

topunishyouforhavingfavorites

amongstyourchildren...

Her:Howisshe?Isitbad?

Neighbour:Youcanseehowsheis

laying...Theinjuriesareverybad.She



isstillmedicatedomosedidingmme

hatsogahaotabealemobothokong

becauseshehasbeenstitched,

doctorsoperatedherearlythis

morning..

Her:(tearfullytouchedMaya'shand)

Maya?Baby..?

Neighbour:YouneedtoleaveLolo

askedmenottoletyouorhersister

nearher.Pleasego,don'tmakeme

callthenurses..

Her:Sosheblamesmeforthis?

Neighbour:Pleasego...

Her:Fine,oipiletsadikgabaene

Lolo....Gaanagorobalelwake



dithokwa,nothingofherwillevergo

well.Never.Shejustcursedherself...

Youdon'ttreatyourmotherlikethis..

Shewalkedout...

AtCaltexfillingstation...

Bayangsighedquietlyashisboss

leanedback...

Boss:That'sallicalledyoufor...

Bayang:ButI'mfine..

Boss:You'renotfine,gohomeand



getsomesleep..Acustomersaidyou

shouldpumpP40butyoupumped

P400whichtakesyourpaymeaning

you'renotgettinganythingmonth

end,whyareyoumakingmeabad

manager?aminottrying?Clearly

somethingiseatingyoubecauseyou

areneverthisabsentmindedmo

tirong,ibeenwatchingyousincelast

night...Gohomebeforeyoustart

losingnextmonth'ssalary.Policyke

gorecustomersarenotresponsible

foryourmistakes,youfuelthewrong

amountyouareheldaccountablefor

it.Goandrest,tomorrowcomewitha

smilingface...



Bayang:(sighed)Okay...(stood)

Thankyou..

Hequietlywalkedout...

***

Minuteslaterhewalkedpast

Didintle'shomeandsawher

grandmotherexhaustedlysittingon

themiddleoftheyardwithabucket

ofwaterthenhewalkedthroughthe

smallgateandapproachedher...



Bayang:Mmama?Canihelpyou

carrythebucket?.

Her:(shakyvoice)Yespleasemyson,

mayGodrichlyblessyou...Otswa

kaeha?

Bayang:Iwaspassingbyandsaw

yousittingontheground,it'shot..the

soilishot.Let'sgoI'llcomebackfor

thebucket..

Hegrabbedherbroomstickand

helpedherintothehousethenhe

wentbackandfilledallthewater

containerswhilewhistlingwith

headsetson.



Minuteslaterhewalkedoverdusting

hishands...

Bayang:Ifilledallthecontainerswith

water,don'tgotothetap,whenever

youneedwateroanapedikupu,diho

khonengyalaapa.

Her:(emotionallyrubbedherhands

together)Thankyouson...Godbless

you...

Bayang:(smiled)Thankyou...(looked

atthefirearea)Whereisyouraxe?

Yourwoodisfinished...

Her:Bythetreethere...



Bayangchoppedthewoodandpiled

itforherthenhegrabbedthemetal

traywithashesandwenttoemptyit..

Theoldwomanemotionallywatched

himashemadethefireandputthe

threeleggedpotonatripodforher...

Her:(tearfully)Whatisyourname?

Bayang:Bayang,istaythisside

wheretherearerentalhouses.

Her:(tearfullyshookherhead)Thank

yousomuch,iwastiredmowao



helela.You'reblessed...Blessingswill

followyoutherestofyourlife.

Bayang:(smiled)Tankimmama.....

(sighed)IthinkI'mdone...I'mgoing

Her:Bye

Hewalkedawayputtingonhis

headsetsastheoldwomanadjusted

herglasseslookingathimfromthe

backandrestedherjawonherpalm

thoughtfully....

Her:Mshimaneolaegilejaaruri,

kooreateemakolwaneadiraajang?



AtTlokweng.....

Ididn'tknowilovedBayanguntilthe

dayhebrokeupwithme,ihadcried

sincemorningtryingtoreachoutto

himbuthewasn'tansweringmycalls

orreplyingme...

IsatonthecouchtryingtocallLolo

butshewasn'tansweringeitherthen

Tiaknockedonthedoorandwalked

in....



Tia:Heyboo...

Me:(lowvoice)Hi

Tia:What'swrong?

Me:Theguywhogaveus

accommodationsayswearetoo

manyandoneofusshouldmoveout.

Tia:Ohthat'scoolboo,iwasonly

heretocollectmybagsanyway,I'llbe

theonemovingout....I'mgoingto

staywithmyman.Heiswaiting

outside

Me:Okay...

Shegrabbedherbagsandwalked



out...

Tia:SeeyouonMonday

Me:Monday...

IdialedBayangagainandthistime

heansweredme...

Bayang:Hello?

Me:Canijusttalkandyoulisten?

Pleasejustonce.

Bayang:Goon...

Me:I'msorryfornotansweringyour

callsbutisweariloveyou...Igot



drunkanddidsillythings,iregret

whathappenedandiwantustotry

again...Please...I'llnevertouch

alcoholagain...

Bayang:Didyousleepwithhim?(i

keptquiet)Don'tlietome...Didyou?

Me:Yes...

Bayang:(sighed)Soyoucouldn'tgive

methatopportunityakere?Youjust

hadtogiveittoanotherman...Aman

thatloveshiswife!(shookhishead)

Youdon'tlovemeDidi,don'tforce

yourself.Whatyouaregoingthrough

rightnowisjustguiltgaselove

Me:I'msorry...Let'stryagain



Bayang:Ican't...Ican'tgetoverthe

factthatyourefusedtogivemethe

opportunitytobreakyourvirginity

andeasilygaveittoanotherman,I'm

sorrybutican't.

Me:Soyoudon'tforgive?

Bayang:Icanforgiveyoubutijust

don'tthinkitwouldbethelasttime,

thisisnothing..6monthsfromnow

you'llbeglowinggettingallowance

eachmonthandmenwillcome

flockingbutidoubtyouarethetype

torejectthem.Idon'twanttogo

crazywiththingshappeninginthe

citywhileI'mstuckhere.Iknowi

can'tgiveyouthelifeyouwantbutI



loveyou..AndloveconquersallDidi,

I'dneverletmygirlhustlelikeaman

keletengnomatterhowlittleImake,

Iwasgoingtodothebesticouldto

makeyouhappybut...(sighed)ican't

dothis...

Me:Iunderstand,it'sallmyfault.Bye

Hehungupandrubbedmytears....

Atthehospital....

LaterthatafternoonAatileparkedthe

carthenLolorushedout...



Aatile:(rolleddownthewindows)I'm

comingokay,AuntieLoloisverysad

thatherdaughterissick...

Maya:(sadly)Issheokay?

Aatile:Sheisreallysick...I'llbeback,

don'tmove...

Heranafterherandcaughtupwith

herassheanxiouslypressedthe

elevatorbuttonseveraltimesthen

sheimpatientlytookthestairsas

Aatileranafterherandturnedher

around...



Aatile:Lolowait...Lolo?Listen...

Shetearfullylookedathimasheheld

bothofherhandslookinginher

eyes...

Aatile:Ican'tleaveMayaoutthere

buttheydon'tallowyoungchildrenin

thewardssoI'mgoingtowaitat

Bayang'sHousebutanytimeyou

needanythingpleaseletmeknow,i

cameheretosupportyou,okay?

Lolo:(crying)Hehehe....Whatami

goingtotellmydaughterwhensheis

grownup?



Aatile:(tearfullyswallowed)Wedon't

havetotellanyonethatwaynoone

willknow...(heemotionallytouched

herbothhercheeksashiseyesgot

reddish)Shewillrecover...Just

watch....Don'twalkintherelooking

likethisbecauseyou'regoingto

scareher......Youcancryonmy

shoulderbutshedoesn'thavetosee

yourtears.(herubbedhertearsand

sniffedemotionally)Walkinthere

withabravefaceandonlycryonme...

Don'tletherseeyoucry,nochild

deservestoseehermother'stears.

Areweclear?(shenoddedbravely)

Goodgirl...Gointhereandshowour



girlthatshewillbefinebecausewe

gother...

Hepulledheroverforahugasshe

huggedhimtightlythenheletgo...

Aatile:I'mgoingtopassbythemall,

I'llcallyouwhenI'minsidetheshop

soyoucantellmewhattobuy,okay?

Lolo:Okay...

Aatile:Go!

Shewipedherfaceandrantowards

thewardalmostbumpingonthe



nursewalkingoutthenshestopped

atthedoorandtookadeepbreath

lookingatMayapeacefullysleeping

onthebed.

Sheslowlywalkedinandnoticedhow

shewaslaiddownwithherlegswide

apartthenshegentlypeeledthe

sheetsandcoveredhermouth

tearfullystaringatherdaughter'storn

stitchedswollenprivates....

Shecouldn'tholdhertearsasshefell

onherkneesholdingherstomach

tightlycryingwithanuglygrinonher



face....

Lolo:(curvedhermouthcrying)

Aaaaaaaaah....(shakingherhead)

Heeeeeeeee....Why?Whycouldn'tit

bemeinsteadofmydaughter?Koore

thismanpenetratedmydaughter

forcefullyabonagoregoaganaand

toreherlikethisandI'msupposedto

believeGodisfair?

Theneighbourtearfullygotofthebed

andhelpedherstandasshe

staggeredcryinghelplessly...



Lolo:(wipinghermucus)Howdoi

explainthistoher?"Babymy

educationwasmoreimportantthan

you?"Whatkindofamotherami?I

sacrificedmydaughtersvirginityfor

school...Ialwayssingherasong

sayingnothingisimportantthanher

butididotherwise...

Neighbour:(tearfully)Youdidwhat

youhadtodo...Pleasedon'tblame

yourselflikethis...

Lolo:Shemighthavecaughtdiseas-

Neighbour:They'regivingher

treatmentforthat,shewillbetaking

ARVs-



ThewordARVsentherintoanother

cryingfit.....

Lolo:Gompienongwanakeonosiwa

diARVmmeasatsholwakamogare,

whatifitdoesn'twork?(shakingher

headslappingherhead)Kantewhyis

thisdreamtakingsolong?Thiscan't

bereal....Itmustbeadream...

Lolocriedevenmoretouchingher

tinyhandasshelaidpeacefullyinher

cot...



Lolo:Ishouldn'thavegonetoschool...

Mygutfeelingtoldmeandiignored

it...Shecriedformebutalliwanted

wasadegree...(lookedather

neighbour)MmaOarabilewhywould

Godallowamantorapea2yearold?

IsthereGodorhehasfavouritestoo?

MmaOhuggedLoloputtingherhead

onherchestasshecriedonher

shoulderlikealittlebaby,shecried

untilhereyeswereswollen...

MmaO:(rubbedhertearsandkissed

herhead)Lela...Justcrybecause



whenMayawakesupsheshouldfind

yourtearsgone...Mothersdon't

breakdowninfrontoftheirkids.Lela

ngwanakaothubepelo...Lelamme

helamodimoeneoteng...Heis

watchingandonedayhewillanswer

foryou.Cryandhelpherbaththen

dressherup,myfriendboughthera

fewclothesbecauseshecamehere

naked...Lelaotheogele,omotsadi...

Haobonahelaongakalalako

sepatelengotisangwanamo

lehatshengorayagoreotaaemela

tsothetseditaatangletsedibosula..

Lelangwanaka...



AtBayang'sHouse...

LateronBayangopenedthedoor

rubbinghisnosewithreddisheyes,

theybumpedshouldersthenAatile

walkedinholdinghisdaughter's

hand...

Aty:(smiled)Walelamonna?

Bayang:(fakedasmileandsniffed)

NoI'mnotcryingijusthaveflu...

Aty:Okay..

Bayang:(squattedandsmiledpicking

Maya)SheissogrownAtythe



monnaontshiakatema...Shelooks

likeyou...HiMaya

Maya:(shyly)Hello...

Bayang:(tohim)Wareng?What

happened?

Aty:(satonthebed)EishLolois

breakingdown,waitseidon'tknow

whattodototakeherpainaway...

Bayang:It'sgoingtobetough...ican

imagine

Aty:Enoughaboutmeoldboyhow

youholdup?

Bayang:Ican'tfindajobandno

womanwantsafuelattendant,I'm

losinghope...Idon'tevenknowwhyi



wenttoschool.

Aty:Rememberigotmyjoblastyear,

yourturnwillcomeandwhenitdoes

you'llforgetthatyouwereever

unemployed.…stopstressingkaDidi,

personallyI'dunderstandifyou

forgiveherbecauseyouknowi

forgaveMaya'smothercountless

timesstartinghelawithherdrinking

alcoholwhileshewascarryingmy

daughter,youknowallaboutour

fightssoifyouwanttoforgiveits

okay..

Bayang:(sighed)Uhno,I'mgoodI'll

pass.Idon'tthinkshelovesme,she

feelsobligedtobecauseihelpedher



andthat'snotwhatiwant.Iwant

somethingserious....

Aty:Howarethingsbetweenyouand

herrightnow?

Bayang:Webrokeup...Sheistoo

immatureforme,therearegirlswho

believeinwhoringbecausetheythink

itsaphasebutnowadaysgo

malwetse,STDsand...Uh...Keshap

kaene

Aty:Eish...Yeah...(checkedthetime)

I'mgoingtobuyLoloandher

daughtersomething,wanttocome?

Bayang:UhnoI'mfine...ineedtorest,

I'malittlestressedoutkaDidi..



Aty:Alright...Wewilltalk..Don'tkill

yourself

Bayang:(laughed)NahI'mgood.

Aty:(fistbumped)Sure..

Hesteppedout....

Atthehospital....

LateronMayaopenedhereyesand

smiledsurprisedtoseehermother

thenLolosmiledwithswolleneyes...

Lolo:Hi



Maya:(smiled)Mama!

Lolocarefullytookheroutofthecot

andsatonthechairputtingheron

herlapandkissedherhead...

Lolo:Tellmewhathappened?

Maya:Thatman-hesaidhewillshow

mewhereyou'rehidingifikeepquiet

buthissesehurtmeandisaiditwas

painfulbuthecoveredmymouthlike

this..

SheputherlittlehandonLolo's



mouthasshetearfullylistened...

Maya:Icouldn'tcallyoubecausehe

coveredmymouthandputhissese

onm-

Lolo:(sighedtearfully)Ok-Ok...I

understand....IloveyouandI'msorry

iwasn'tthere...

Maya:Don'tgoaway

Lolo:(tearfully)Iwon'teverleave

you...

ThedooropenedthenAatilestuck

hisheadinside..



Aatile:(whispering)Hi..

Lolo:Hi

Aatile:(whispering)Ibeggedthe

nursestoletmegetinwithMaya,

canwecomein?

Lolo:(smiledandwhispered)Whyare

wewhispering?

Hethoughtaboutitandsmiled

feelingsillythenhewalkedinholding

aplasticandasmallTeddybear,

Mayastruggledtowalkinwitha

cloudofballoonsaslittleMaya'sface

lituplookingattheballoons...



LittleMaya:Canihaveone

Maya:(smiledandgaveherthestring

tyingalltheballoons)Theyareall

yours..

LittleMayagotdownandsmiled

excitedlyhittingtheballoonsasLolo

uncomfortablyfrownedwiththe

stitchesinmind.

Lolo:BecarefulMaya...

BigMaya:Maa?

Lolo:(laughed)Imeanther



BigMaya:Oh...Wereallyhavetofind

hername,thingsaregettingawkward

Aatile:(laughed)Iswearthereisan

adultinher...Whatchildtalkslikethis

Lolo:(laughed)Sheisfine...Ilikeher,

keradioonnaabuahela...

Aatile:(lookingather)Howisshe?

Lolo:Idon'tknowhowsheisableto

walkbuttheinjuriesareserious...I'll

neverletheroutofmysight.Never,

haelekasekolosekatsamaelakoo

I'llneverforgivemyselfforthis...

Aatile:Don'tmakedecisionsbased

onemotions..You'restillhurtingand

notinaconditionstobetakingany



decisions.Don'tthinkaboutanything

elsebesidesher...

Theybothlookedatthechildren

laughingandchattingthenthey

lookedatoneanother....Aatiletook

herhandandkissedit...

Aatile:Idon'tcarewhatyouthinkof

yourselfrightnowbuttomeyou'rea

goodmother...

Lolo:Thankyou...

Heflashedalittlesmilelookinginher



eyesandsighed,shetookadeep

breathandexhaledlookingawayas

anawkwardmomentpassedthenthe

oldestMayaranover...

Maya:Daddylook!Daddylook...This

balloonisshrinking...

LittleMayaalsowalkedoverwithher

bigballoon...

Maya:Daddylook...Myballoonis...Is

OlderMaya:(laughed)Shrinking...

Maya:Shrinking



Lolo:(smiledembarrassed)Mayahe

isnotdadd-

Aatile:(pointedather)Lolowee,ska

tseneleladikgangtsarona...Thisis

noneofyourbusiness.IfI'mnot

mistakenshewastalkingtome,right?

Lolo:(smiledandputherhandsup)

Okay...

AtTlokweng.....

Therewasaknockonthedoortheni

opened,twomeninoverallsholding

toolssmiledatme...



Me:Hello?

Man:Hi,istheownerofthehouse

here?WearefromBotswanaPower

corporationandwewouldliketolook

atthemainswitches

Me:Ohum...HeisatMaun,I'mjusta

visitor...(openedthedoorwider)

comein...

Thetwomenwalkedintakingoff

theiryellowhelmets...

Me:I'llbeinthebedroomifyouneed



me

ManbNoproblem...Eish,these

powercutsareaproblem.Wewant

tofixyourpowerbox..

Me:Okay....

Iwalkedintothebedroomandclosed

thedoorthenigrabbedapileof

Aatile'sBonamagazinesandsaton

thebedreadingthestoriesineach

edition.Readingalwaysseemedto

takemymindoffeverythingand

beforeiknewitthehousewas

gettingdarktheniclosedthewindow

andswitchedthelightson...



IrememberedthemenfromBPCand

walkedoutwonderingiftheywere

stillworkingonthepowerboxbuti

wassurprisedtoseeAatile's

bedroomdooropen,iwalkedinand

founditempty...Thewallwardrobe

wasemptyandthebedwasgone..

Me:What?

Irantothelivingroomandthebig

flatscreenwasgone....Actually

everythingwasgonethenirantothe

kitchenandslippedfallingatthedoor,



igotuptoanemptykitchen...The

doubledoorfridgewasalsogone,the

stovesandeverythingwasgone.The

shelveswereempty...

Me:Jesusno...No.......

Iknowalotofreadersweremisled

byourannouncementthatthebook

startsnextweekandmostaren't

awarewearepostingbutdon'tforget

toLike,tagthemandcomment.

*

*



*

*

*.

[9/3,11:26PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴4

AtTlokweng.....

Istoodoutsideasthepoliceofficers

walkedaroundthehousewhilethe

forensicteamdustedfor

fingerprints...



Officer:Soyoudidn'thearanythingat

all?

Me:No...imeaniheardthemtalking

butididn'tthinkofanythingbecause

iknewtheywereoutthere.

Officer:Andtheywerewearingyellow

helmetsyetyoubelievedtheywork

forBPC?

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatBPC

workerswearbuttheywereclean

andtheyseemedgenuine,theywere

maturemenandtheotheroneeven

hadaring...Whowouldbe

suspiciousabouttheftwhentalking

toafamilyman?



Officer:It'sjustthatyourstory

doesn'tmakesense,ifyouwere

sleepingI'dunderstandbutyoumean

adoubledoorfridgeleftthehouse

andyoudidn'thearanything?

Me:Iheardthemtalkingandlaughing

butithoughttheywerefixingthe

powerandevenwheniheardlittle

soundsididn'tgetsuspicious

becausetheyweresupposedtobe

fixingthepower.

Officer:Theneighbourssaythey

camewithatruckthatparkedatthe

gate,didyouseeit?

Me:No,ididn'tlookoutside..



Officer:Idon'tbelieveyou...You're

nottellingmesomething.....Wait

overthere...

Thepoliceofficerwalkedawayasi

foldedmyarmsstaringatthem,my

phonerang..

Me:Hello?

Aatile:Isawamissedcall

Me:Oh...Um...Thepolicearehere..

Aatile:Whathappened?

Me:Twomemcameheredressedin

overallsandpretendedtobefrom



BPC...Theysaidtheyarechecking

thepowerboxtheniwenttothe

bedroomwheniwalkedout

everythingwasgone.

Aatile:Whatdoyoumeaneverything?

Me:Everything,yourbed,TV,couch

andeverythingelseevenfood.

Aatile:Didintledon'tplaylikethat

Me:I'mserious...

Aatile:Youseriouslyexpectmeto

believeyouwenttothebedroomand

peopletookthewholehouseandon

topofthatyoudidn'thearanything?

Andevenifthatistruewhywould

youletstrangersinmyhouse?



Me:Ididn'tthinktheywerethieves,

theywerecleanandtheysounded

convincing..Ididn'tstealyour

furniture

Aatile:Ifyoudidn'tyouknowwhodid,

oryouadvertisedittoyourdrinking

buddieslastnight.(angrily)Didintlei

wantmyfurniture,allofit.Ibought

thosethings6monthsagowitha

hugeloanandI'mstillpayingit.

Thwaagalaotogeletshamekoeo...

Nxla...Gaoseriouswaitse.

Me:(crying)Ididn'tgetthem...

Aatile:(angrily)Thenfindoutwhodid,

whereisyourotherfriendtheoneyou



drinkwith?

Me:Sheleftinthemorning,itoldher

tomoveout.

Aatile:Mphangdilotsamebanyana

kelona,leskabatagontshamekadi

gamelebanakemotonamogolona.

TellyourfriendthattomorrowI'llbe

inGabsandiexpectmyhousetobe

exactlyhowIleftit.

Me:Okay..

Aatile:Letmetalktotheofficerin

charge

Me:Okay



Iwalkedtothepoliceofficerand

handedthephone..

Me:It'stheownerofthehouse..O

kopagobualewena...

AtBayang'sHouse....

Bayangsteppedoutshirtlesswith

sweatpantsandcollectedwaterby

thestandpipe,hisroomwasthelast

ontheleftinablockof10roomsand

theirtapwassurroundedbygreen

grassanddecorativestones.



Heclosedthetapandgrabbedhis

bucketashisveinserected,the

curtainsinanotherroommovedthen

thetenantwalkedoutwrapping

herselfwithatowelandleaned

againstthedoorframeadmiringhim

ashewalkedovercarryingafull

bucketofwater...

Her:(smiled)Hey...Othotsemo

lwapeng,areyouokay?

Bayang:I'mfine,itookadayoffke

batagorester

Her:Okay..Canicomegetmovieska



harddrivenerra?I'msobored..

Bayang:It'sthesamemoviesyougot

lasttime,ihaven'tdownloaded

anythingnew..

Her:It'sokayletmegetthemagain

becauseideletedsome..

Bayang:Alright...

Hegotinthehouseandplacedthe

bucketontopofthesmallgas

cylinderthenhecoveredthewater

andsatonthebedswitchingthe

laptopon..



Shelefthershoesatthestoopand

walkedinbarefootonthetileas

Bayangmovedasideandenteredthe

passwordthenshesatdown

tighteninghertowelandcrossedher

legsrevealinghersmooththighs...

Bayangglancedatherthighsand

continuedpressingthelaptopthen

hepushedittoher...

Bayang:Hereyougo...

Her:Thanks...



Shepressedhislaptopashegrabbed

theironandironedhisuniform...

Her:Bayang?

Bayang:(ironing)Mm?

Her:Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Bayang:(laughedironing)Whyo

botsa?

Her:Ineverseegirlsvisitingyou

Bayang:(laughed)Whatifshe

doesn'tstayaroundhere?

Her:That'swhykebotsa

Bayang:Idon't...

Her:Whynot?



Bayang:It'scomplicated...

Her:Ehe...

Hefinishedironingandsatonthe

bedpressinghisphoneasshe

pressedthelaptopthensheputthe

laptoponthetableandslowlyclosed

thedoorasBayangpausedpressing

lookingather...

Sheremovedthetowelandheldher

waistashebithislowerliplookingat

hersexybody..



Her:Aren'tyougoingtosay

something?

Bayang:(swallowed)Uh...Whatare

youdoing?

Her:(smiledwalkingover)fucking

you...

Hestaredatherasshesatonhislap

facinghimandleanedoverFrench

kissinghim.Hegentlyheldherwaist

withabothhandsasshekissedhim

andpushedhimonthebedashe

reluctantlykissedback...

Bayang:(softly)Aone?



Aone:Mmh?

Shepausedandstaredathimashe

lickedhislipsandswallowedtakinga

deepbreath...

Bayang:(satup)Ican't...

Aone:Areyougay?

Bayang:(laughedandfrowned)What?

No..

Aone:(laughedsittingonhislapwith

herarmsaroundhisneck)I'msorry..

Bayang:(laughed)It'sokay...Um...I

brokeupwithmygirlfriendyesterday



andI'mstillinabadspace...Idon't

wanttohurtyou

Aone:How?Akereyou'resingle?

Bayang:Yeahbut-

Aone:Iloveyou...Iloveyour

character..Wehavebeentenantsfor

3yearsandyou'retheonlyguyhere

whoactuallyuseshisbraintothink.I

waitedforyougoreompatebuti

noticedthatmaybeyouareafraidto

approachwomenandthat'sokay

withme...Ilovehowniceyou're,

you'resmartand....Youare

handsome.Iwantyou....



Heswallowedstaringatherand

uncomfortablylickedhislipsasshe

staredatthem,toherhewaseven

moreattractivewhenhewas

uncomfortablethensheFrench

kissedhimputtingherhandinhis

pants....

Bayang:(clearedhisthroatand

grabbedherhandlookinginhereyes)

Areyousureyouwantthis?

Aone:Yes...Ihavewanteditfor3

yearshopingyou'dsaysomethingso

todayIgatheredmystrengthtoget

you..



Bayang:(laughed)"Getme"okay...

Aone:Butifyoudon'tfeelthesame

wayica-

Hepulledheroverandkissedher

flippingheronthebedandspreading

herlegswithhisknees.

Hegotbetweenherlegskissingher

andrubbinghishardboneronher

pubicsasshecaressedhisbackwith

hermanicurednails...

Bayang:(pausedkissingher)Doyou



havecondoms?

Aone:No...

Bayang:Shit...

Aone:(huggedhimwithherlegsand

smiledbitingherlip)It'sokay..We

don'thavetodoittoday....maybeit's

forthebest-sowecangettoknow

eachotheronpersonallevelfirst..

Bayangleanedoverandkissedheras

hisphonerangthenhepickedstill

lyingbetweenAone'slegswhileshe

playedwithhisfunnyears...



Bayang:Yeah?

Aatile:Didisayssomeguyswalkedin

thehousepretendingtobeBPC

workersandstoleeverythingwhile

shewasinthebedroom,themonna

gatwebatsereeverythingdiLCDledi

couch..Andtheworstthingisthat

I'mstillpayingforthem,itookaloan

forthemkana..

Bayang:Areyouserious?

Aatile:Bruhbualeeneifshesold

themdiboe

Bayang:Shewouldn'tdothat..

Aatile:Howwelldoyouknowher?

Bayang:Shewouldn't-



Aatile:Howlonghaveyoudatedher?

Bayang:wedidn'texactlydate,o

ntumetsegolegompienokamoso

ayaGaborone

Aatile:Soyoudidn'tevendate?She

couldbeathief!Bayangwhywould

youdothistome?Youdidn'teven

knowshedrinks,whynneontira

yaananerra?

Bayang:(sighedandsatontheedge

ofthebed)Eish...Sorrythelaitaka...I

reallythoughtiknewher,howmuch

isthefurniture?

Aatile:Totalcostke76K

Bayang:Eish...Kedirejang?



Aatile:Ican'tmakeyoupaybecausei

agreedtoaccommodateher,it'smy

faultbutI'mdisappointedthatyou

mademeleaveastrangerinmy

house.

Bayang:I'msorry,ihonestlydidn't

knowshewaslikethis...Nnale

bojalwantsekesaitsegorewaanwa,

ididn'tknowsheparties...Iguessi

misjudgedher.Ireallythoughtshe

wasagoodgirl,intshwaralelaitaka...

76Kisalotmoney

Aatile:(sadly)Idon'tknowwhatI'm

goingtodo...Kooreloanyamewas

fornothingbecausefromhereI'llbe

buyingoneburnerstovelikea1st



yearstudent..

HeputonhisshoesandkissedAone

thenhesteppedouttalkingtothe

phone...

Bayang:Youcanpassbyandgetmy

thingswhenyouleaveforGabs,i

reallyfeelbad...Idon'tknowwhatto

say

Aatile:Nodon'tworryaboutit,i

understandbanyanabarenokabut...

(sighed)Sheruinedmyplanswaitse...

ihadthiscrazyideaaboutgetting

LoloandMaya-kooreleeneLolowill



wondergorekemoisakaetoan

emptyhouseifisayretsamaerothe.

ShewantstoquitschoolandI'm

thinkingifshebringsherdaughter

overthingswouldbebetterforher

becauseboMayacangotothesame

preschool,I'ddropthematschool

andheratUBbeforedrivingtowork.

She'dhelpmetakecareofMaya

becausesheisawomanandI'dhelp

hertakecareofherdaughter

financially...

Bayang:(laughed)Areyoufallingfor

her?

Aatile:(laughed)Dudelisten,I'm

talkingaboutherhelpingmewithmy



childandmehelpingherwithhers.

50-50...(laughednaughtily)lovee

tsenakae?

Bayang:(laughed)Wayakathe

monna

Aatile:(laughed)Alrightfine....Iwant

herbutican'tshowherhowifeel

untilalltheseisoverbecauseitwill

beliketakingadvantageofher,you

knowhowwomenarewhenthey're

goingthroughshit...Idon'twantto

messthingsupgapegongweshe

doesn'tevenseemelikethatandthe

minuteitellhershewillhateme

thinkingIwanttouseher.



Bayang:I'dsaygoforitwithfullforce

becausegoodguysfinishlast,look

howcarefuliwaswithDidianother

guygotthesamechanceandusedit

wisely.Nnagompienogakebona

chanceyakukukeemamoladitsebe

tseibilegakedirebobarijwaboI'll

wait...

Aatile:(laughed)Igetwhereyou're

comingfrombutIstandtolosealot

ifimessup,it'snotjustmemy

daughterlikesherandherdaughter.

Bayang:Iunderstand...

Aatile:Yeah,anywayshap

Bayang:Shapmonnayou're



disturbingmeI'mtryingtomoveon

andforgetDidi.

Aatile:Moveonhow?

Bayang:(laughed)Wewilltalkletme

getbackinside,it'srudetokeepa

ladywaiting...

Aatile:(laughed)shap

HehungupanddialedDidibutshe

didn'tanswerthenhetypeda

message..

Bayang:Drunkard,Liar,Loose,Home

wreckerandnowThief/dumb.Indeed



notallthatglittersisgold.Getoutof

Aatile'shouseimmediately,thefavor

ididforyouendedwhenyousoldhis

thingsorbecamedumbenoughtolet

thievesinthehouse,fuck.

Didi:FuckorayannaBayang?

Bayang:Karefuckgotswagorewena

omointerpretajang.Fuck

Didi:Iloveyou

Bayang:Fuck

Didi:Goodnight.I'matthepolice

station.

Heputhisphoneinthepocketand



walkedbackinsidewhereheleaned

overkissingAone...

Attheguesthouse....

Mayasatonthebedinherpyjamas

andchangedthechannelsasher

fatherjoinedheronthebedlyingon

histummyholdinghisphone.

Aatile:Reducethevolume...I'm

talkingtoMaya'smom...

MayaswitchedtheTVoffandlaid



nexttoherfatherpinningherelbow

onthebed...

Maya:PutonlouderspeakerIwantto

hearMaya

Aatile:(putonloudspeaker)Okay..

Lolo:Hey..

Aatile:Hi..Justcheckingonyouguys

Lolo:Wearegood,ithinkshewillbe

dischargedtomorrowmorning

Aatile:That'sgreat,isshestillup?

Mayawantstotalktoher

Lolo:Sheissleeping,themedications

aretoostrong



Aatile:Okay

Maya:(leanedover)Canyoutellher

tocallmewhenshewakesup?Or

shecansendamessageandI'llcall

herwithmydad'sphone.

Aatile:(laughed)Kaairtimeyaga

mang?You'retalkingasifyou're

working

Lolo:(laughed)YesMaya,I'lllether

know..

Mayagrabbedtheremoteand

switchedtheTVonthenAatile

walkedtothebathroomasher

cartoonsirritatedhim.



Hesatonthetoiletseattellingher

aboutthefurniture...

Lolo:What?Howisitpossiblefor

peopletomovefurnitureasautwe?

Aatile:(sighed)Idon'tknow..

Lolo:Nerrawenaoserious?Thatbig

TVledoubledoorfridge?

Aatile:Suchbigfurniture,sheheard

nothing...Doyouthinkshesoldthem?

Lolo:Ifyouaskedmethisbeforew

wenttoGabsI'dsaynobutthecity

changedhersoican'tbetonher,i



reallydon'tknow...ButTiaisabad

influenceandDidikebaba

tsiediwangkapela.

Aatile:TheonlythingIdon'tregret

aboutaccommodatingheristhati

metyouotherwiseIregretknowing

her,shecan'tevenpaymebecause

gaabareke.Ifthepolicedon'tfindmy

furniturekanaifshesoldthemke

lusitsejustlikethat...

Lolo:I'msorry,ifeelguiltyidon't

knowwhy

Aatile:It'sokay..Iwanttogoback

tomorrowmorning,I'llpassbytosay

goodbye



Lolo:Okay..

Aatile:(softly)Ihopeyou'renot

sleepy...

Lolo:(smiled)No,I'mfullyup...Maya

keepsjumping,sheishaving

nightmareafternightmaresoIhave

toshakehereverytimeshestarts

grunting.

Aatile:Mustbehardforher..Soare

youguysgoinghomefromthere?

Lolo:Ihatethatihavetogosleepon

thesamemattressmydaughterwas

rapedonbutidon'thaveachoice.

Aatile:(Hethoughtabouthisideabut

hecouldn'ttaketherisk)Yeah,it's



goingtobetough..

Lolo:Sheisup,let'stalklater

Aatile:Shap...

Hehungupandwenttobedwhile

Mayawatchedcartoons....

Atthepolicestation...

Laterthatnightirubbedmycold

armssittingonthechairasapolice

officerwalkedoverandsatdown...

Officer:Wewerewaitingforyour



friend.Shejustarrived...

Tiawalkedinwithherboyfriendand

satdown...

Obakeng:What'sgoingon?

Officer:Iwanttotalktohernotyou,

youshouldn'tevenbehere.

Obakeng:Icanstopherfrom

answeringanyofyourquestionsifI

want..Iamalawyerbyprofession.

Theofficertoldthemwhathad

happened...



Tia:Iwasn'teveninTlokweng...We

wereatPhakalane.

Obakeng:Whywouldshesteal

furniture?Andwherewouldsheget

ditsompelotsagoorganisersucha

successfultheftoperation?You

peopleneverdoyourjob.Wewereat

abar...I'msureithasCCTV

cameras...

Officer:Wearenotaccusingyoubut

weneededtoaskquestionsto

understandthiswholesituation

Tia:Idon'tknowanythingandDidi

wouldneverstealfurniturebathong...



Wherewouldshetakeit?Mondaywe

aregoingtoschoolandwewillbe

stayingoncampus,wecan'tuse

doubledoorfridgesthere

Theytalkedforawhileuntilthe

officersighedclosingthebook...

Officer:Youcango..

Tia:Thankyou...

Obakeng:Thankyouofficer..

Tia:(rubbedmyshoulder)Kamoso

Me:Shap..



Theywalkedoutastheofficer

suspiciouslystaredatme...

Officer:Thereisnowaysuchlarge

furniturecanleavethehousewithout

yourknowledge,wheredidyour

friendstakeit?Whataretheirnames?

Ifyounamethem...Itwillreduceyour

sentence

Me:(tearfully)Whatsentence?Ididn't

takethem...Whydon'tyoubelieveme?

Officer:(hitthetable)Becauseyou're

lying!Thereisnowaysuchfurniture

canleavewithoutyourinput...You

weretheinsideman.Whereisit?



Me:Idon'tknow...

Officer:(stoodup)Osiame...You're

notgoinghomeuntilyoutellme

whereyoutookthatfurniture...Oitse

kodilwanatseodiilengteng..They

willtakeyoutotheholdingcells...

Hewalkedoutasiquietlysatthere

waitingforthemtocuffme,ihad

acceptedwhateverwascomingandi

knewiwasonmyown.Theonly

thingiwasprayingforwasthati

couldbereleasedatleastbyMonday

morningsoicouldgotoschool.



Atthehospital...

ThenextmorningAatileandMaya

walkedinthewardasLolofoldedher

daughter'sclothes...

Aatile:Morning..

Lolo:Hey..

Maya:Ohman...Sheissleeping

again?

Lolo:(laughed)Yes...Sheistakinga

lotofmedication,itknocksherdown

alot..

Aatile:(sighedlookingather)Areyou



done?

Lolo:Yes....

Aatile:I'lltakethistothecar..

Lolohandedhimthebagthenshe

carriedMaya,theoldestgotthe

balloonsastheywalkedoutofthe

hospital...

AtLolo'shome....

Lateronheparkedthecarinfrontof

thehutandsighedindisbelief...



Aatile:Thisisyourhouse?

Lolo:(embarrassed)Yes...

Helookedathermother'stwo

roomedhouse..

Aatile:Whostaysthere?

Lolo:Mama..

Aatile:(pointedatawellpainted1

room)kwa?

Lolo:It'smysister'shouse...

Aatile:Thishutwillcollapseonthe

firstrainfalleventhewindcantopple

itanytime..Whycan'tyourmother



staywithyou?

Lolo:Shedoesn'tlikesharing...It's

complicated...(gotout)Pleasedon't

askanythingelse...Gasemakgakga

kooregakebategoakanyadilotse

dingwe...

ShewalkedinthehutcarryingMaya

onhershoulderandstaredatthe

mattresses..Therewerestillblood

stainsonsomeofthesheetsas

Aatilestoodbehindherlookingather

hut'sthatchedroof...

Shehadputpiecesofclothstofillthe



cracksofthewallandshedidn'thave

muchexceptmattressandasmall

table...

Lolo:(gaveherMaya)Holdhersoi

candusttheblankets..

AatilequietlygotMayaandwatched

asLolodustedtheblanketsandlaid

herdownthenshesteppedout...

Lolo:Let'sgo..

Aatilequietlywalkedbehindher



holdingthecarkeys...

Aatile:Idon'tlikeyourmother...

Lolo:Howamisupposedtorespond

tothat?

Aatile:Evenyoursister,theydon't

loveyouoryourdaughterandthereis

noreasonwhyyoushouldbestaying

withpeoplelikethis.Howdothey

feelsleepingingoodhouseswhile

you'resleepinginacollapsinghouse

likethis?Andwithababy...theyeven

haveelectricitybutyoudon'thaveit

thisside...You'recomingfromthe

hospitalwithyourdaughterandnot



onepersonishometowelcomeyou

andseeifMayaisokay...

Lolo:(tearfully)Aatileitoldyouthere

arecertainthingsican'ttalkabout,

mymotherandsisterareoneof

thosethings.Gakebatestress,my

daughterisrecoveringandthat'sall

thatmatters...

Aatile:WhatisMayagoingtoeat

whenshegetsup?

Lolo:(tearfullyangry)GakeitseAatile!

(turnedaroundlookingathim)Idon't

know...Whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Isavedthefoodyoubroughther

yesterday,shewilleatthat...Asto



whatshewilleattomorrowI'llcross

thatbridgewhenigetthere.(she

rubbedhertears)Ihavechangefrom

thebusyagakeyaGaboronemaloba..

Aatile:(swallowedtearfully)Andfora

beautifulgirlyoumadeababywitha

pieceofshit!Idon'tlikeyourex

boyfriendtoo...InfactIdon'tlike

everyoneinyourlifebecausenoneof

themaredoinganythingtohelpyou,

justbecauseyoufellpregnantasa

teenagerdoesn'tmeanyoushouldbe

rejectedlikethis,whatkindofa

familyisthis?Myunclewouldkillfor

meandI'mnottalkingaboutmy

fatherormother..Myauntie'sand



uncleswouldneverletusstarvelike

thiswhenwewereyoung,letalonea

sick2yearoldsleepingina

collapsinghut..

Lolo:(sniffedtearfully)Notevery

familyislikethat...Pleaseleave,

you'restressingme.Go...

HegotinthecarthenLolowavedat

Mayafromadistanceashedroveoff.

Shewalkedbackinherhutandsat

onthebrokenbucketcrying...



InAatile'scar...

Aatile'seyeswelledupashedrove

outofMaun,helookedatthemirror

ashisdaughtersnoredonhercar

seatthenhefrowneddroppingtears.

Hecouldn'tunderstandhowshe

survivedallthatthroughouttheyears.

Overwhelmedhepulledoverand

steppedoutofthecartearfully

rubbinghisrunningnosethenhe

leanedagainstthecartakingadeep...

Aatile:(exhaled)Fuckit...



Hegotbackinthecarandmadea

uturndrinkinganentirebottleof

watertocalmdown....

AtLolo'sHouse...

MeanwhileLolopickedthetwigsand

plasticsaroundtheyardandstarted

asmallfireinfrontofherhutthen

sheboiledbathingwater...

Mayaslowlywalkedoutofthehut

andheldLolo'sshoulderasshe



leanedoverblowingthelittlesmokey

fireuntilaflamecameon...

Maya:(rubbinghereyes)I'mhungry

mama

Lolo:Iknowbaby...Let'sgo..

Shegotherhandandturnedtothe

housebutAatile'scardroveinand

parkedrightinfrontofthehutthen

hesteppedoutandwalkedover...

Aatile:Loloican'tleaveyouhere...

Mayacan'tbesleepinginahouselike



thisandyouknowwhat-nowthati

knowwhereyoucomefromyouneed

thatdegreeandyouhavetogetin.

Droppingoutisnotanoption...Let's

gotogether,preschoolecheap...I

don'tmakemuchbutnkasepalelwe

kegosapotabanabale2...school

feeskeP600permonthandmopako

forabout400,you'lluseyour

allowancehereandtherebutI'llcover

themainbills.

MeanwhileinthecarMayawokeup

andsmiledlookingatlittleMaya...



Maya:(excitedly)Hey.....Maya??

Daddytakethebeltoff...

LittleMayalimpedoverexcitedly

talkingtoherfriendthenAatile

carefullyliftedherandputherinthe

car,heremovedMayafromthebaby

carseatandgavethemsweetsthen

hewalkedbacktoLolowhowas

foldingherarmstearfullystuckina

dilemma..

Aatile:Whatdoyousay?

Lolo:Ican't,I'msorry

Aatile:Whynot?



Lolo:Whywouldyoudothatforme?

Whatdoyouwantinreturn?Ican't

pay-

Aatile:Ithoughtwearefriendswhat

doyoumean?

Lolo:Wearenotfriendsyoufeel

sorryforme

Aatile:You'reright...Wearenot

friendsthefeelingsIhaveforyouare

different,idon'tjustfeelsorryfor

you...(staringather)Iloveyouandi

loveMaya...Iknowit'scrazybutIdo..

I'msurprisedatmyselfbecausei

didn'tknowicouldfeelthewayIdo

aboutyouconsideringwejustmet.



Lolo:(staringathim)Idon'ttrustmen

aroundmydaughter,I'msorry.Ican't

gowithyou...Shecan'tgothrough

thisagain...I'llfindanotherwayto

survive

Aatileswallowedstaringatherin

disbelief...

Aatile:YouthinkI'drapeher?

Shekeptquietandrubbedatear

runningdownhercheekthenhe

grabbedherhandandputitonhis

chest...



Aatile:Canyoufeelthat?(shekept

quietashisheartthrobbedonher

palm)Youjustbrokemyheart...I'm

reallyhurt.

Lolo:(sniffedpullingbackherhand)

Bye...

Hetookafewstepswalkingaway

thenheturnedaroundandlookedat

her...

Aatile:Doesthatmeanyoudon'tfeel

anythingforme?Lookinmyeyesand

lietome,tellmeyoudon'tfeelthe



wayifeelaboutyou

Lolo:Mydaughtercomesfirstand

I'mnotgoingtobeinarelationship

untilsheis18yearsold.I'msorryifi

misledyou..I'msorryifyoudroveall

thewaytoMaunhopingyou'dbewith

me,afterwhathappenedtomy

daughterican'tbeclosetoanyman.

Aatile:(shookhisheadtearfully)I

don'tevenknowwhyiloveyou,idon't

knowwhenitstartedalliknowisI

don'tfuckingloveyourfamilyandits

notsafeforyoutobesleepingina

housethatdoesn'tgetlocked...You

can'tputheronthesamemattress

shewasrap-ithoughtyousaidyou



don'thaveachoice.Ijustgaveyou

anotherchoice..Let'sgo...

Lolo:Aatilepleaseleave....Kekopa

goreotsamae...

ShewenttothecarandgotMaya...

BigMaya:Auntiewearestillplaying

Maya:Mamawait...

Lolo:Youhavetobath..

Shewalkedinthehutandclosedthe

doorasAatilestaredatthedoor

tearfully...



Aatile:(shakyvoice)Lolocanyou

stopthis!Iknowyouarescaredbut

youcantrustme...Ihaveadaughter,

adaughterihavebeenwithsinceshe

was8months...Openthedoor...

Lolo:(speakingfrominside)Aatile

pleasego,lesagodiradramao

tshosabana...Idon'twantmy

daughtertoseeanykindofdrama,

shehasseenenough.

Aatilesniffedrubbinghisnoseand

droveoff...



Maya:Daddydididosomething

wrongtoMaya?

Aatile:Nobaby..

Maya:Whydidshetakeher?

Aatile:(handedherhisphone)Play

gameswithmyphone...

Shesmiledandgotthephoneas

Aatileturnedupthemusicandjoined

theroadleavingMaun......

*

*

*

*



*..

[9/3,11:27PM]MadamDee:Wicked

me

✴5

AtLolo'sHouse...

Theneighbourapproachedwitha

plateoffoodasLolodidher

daughter'slaundry...

Neighbour:WhereisMaya?Ibrought

hersomethingtoeat

Lolo:Ohsheissleeping...



Neighbour:(laughed)Sheisalways

sleeping...Shewillgrowtoofast...

Lolosmiledabitandgotthefood

thenshewalkedinsideasMmaO

lookedinsidethehut,Mayawaslying

onthemattressasfliessatonthe

cornersofherpartlyopenlips,she

shookherheadstillasleepand

turnedaroundkickingthesmalltowel

shehadonexposingherbuttunder

herlittleskirt,flieslandedonherbutt

thenLolofannedthemawayand

nicelyputthetowelaroundher...



MmaO:Canwetalk?

Lolo:Maa?

MmaO:let'shaveaseatandtalk....

Shebroughtanoldbucketasastool..

MmaO:It'sokay,I'llseatonthe

ground..

Lolo:Okay...

TheysatonthegroundasLolo

lookedather...



MmaO:Thishouseisnotingood

condition....thisisnotlife.(lookedat

thelockeddoors)Idon'tunderstand

whyyourmotherlocksherhouse

knowingthestoveisintherebut

that'snotwhatiwantedtotalktoyou

about...Oarabile'sroomisavailable

andIwantyoutomoveinwithme,if

youcan'tstaywithmeforalongtime

bogolohelauntilMayahashealed,

therearesomanyfliesaroundhere,

bugsandinsects...

Lolo:MmaOyouhavehelpedmeso

muchalready,idon'twanttobea

burden...Ican'tgostayinyourhouse

withoutbuyingfoodorpaying



anythingkoorekeleexpensehela

becauseI'mofnousetoyou.

MmaO:Lolokemotsadingwanaka,

tomeyou'restillachild..Youmay

thinkyou'reawomanjustbecause

youhaveachildbutitdoesn'ttake

awaythefactthatyouareyoung..In

otherhomesteenagersarechildren

whoarefed...Oarabilewasonce

strandedinZimbabweandI'llnever

forgetthewomanwhohelpedher

andthepainfulthingisthatican'tsay

thankyoubecauseidon'tknowher

contactinformation...Youknowhow

sickOarabilegotwhileshewas

schoolingthere,thatwomanhelped



herandgotnothinginreturn.Allow

metoshowmygratitudetoGod.I

don'texpectpaymentfromyou,I

expectyoutolookafteryourchildin

agoodenvironment.

Lolo:Thankyousomuch...Thank

you...

MmaO:Thefirstthingyoushoulddo

whenyougetthereistobathher

becausefliesarealloverherwounds,

theywilllayeggsonherandcause

infections..

Lolo:LetmefinishthisthenI'llmove

mythings

MmaO:You'releavingothertorn



things,justtakeafewthatlookokay.

Godwillseeusthroughfrom

here...(gotup)Infactletmegowith

herwhileyou'refixingyourthings

Lolo:Okay...I'llbethereverysoon...

MmaOslowlypickedMayaand

walkedoutasGobonadrovethrough

thegatewithhermotherandsonin

theback.

TheyevileyedMmaOasshecarried

Mayabutsheavoidedeyecontact

andwalkedoutthegatelikeacar

didn'tjustpassby...



Gobonaparkedherbabydaddy'scar

andsteppedoutwithhermother...

Gobona:OjabotsalaleMaO?

(laughedmockingly)Hohohoija...

Loloignoredherandwalkedinside

thehousewhereshepackedafewof

herthingsandputthemoutsideas

hermotherwalkedoverdrinkingfrom

aCoca-Colakingcan....

Her:Whereisshetakingher?



Lolokeptquietandthrewsomeof

thebloodythingsandoldclothesina

metalbucket,shepouredparaffin

overthemandlitthemonfire...

Her:(angrily)I'mtalkingtoyou...

Lololookedatthemastheybothheld

theirwaistlookingather...

Lolo:(tearfully)Mamaiforgiveyou

forleavingmydaughterwithher

knowinghowshefeelsaboutme,



mostofallIforgiveyouforlovingmy

sistermorethanyouloveme,imight

nothavemoneyoraboyfriendwith

moneybutirespectedyouandiloved

you.Gobonaidon'tknowwhyyou

hatemebutimissmybigsister...

(rubbedhertears)Imissthosedays

whenweusedtoplayhideandseek,

bosafelediketo.Iwon'ttalkabout

whatyoudidtoMayabecauseI'llcry...

Yourhatredformetookmy

daughter'sinnocenceandshewilllive

withthescarstherestofherlife.I'm

leaving,notbecauseIhateyoutwo

butbecausethishouseremindsme

ofwhathappenedtoheranditsnot



ingoodcondition.I'mgoingtolook

forabetterlifeouttherebutMamaif

youeverneedhelpI'llalwaysbe

willingtohelpifican.Gobonadon't

raiseyoursontobeabusive,itstarts

withMayaandendswithyoubeing

beaten...Ataanoleagobetsaare

omoneelemadiayegonwa..Ihave

seenithappen.I'mnotcursinghim...

Itsnothisfaultbecauseheis

supposedtobetaught.Gosiame..

Shethrewawaythebucketandgot

herbagsastheywatchedherwalk

away...



Gobona:Waiiii....Shewillcomeback,

Doesshereallythinkpeoplewillhelp

herwhenshehasnothingtooffer

them,Loloisnaive...Thisnewly

formedrelationshipbetweenherand

MaOwon'tendwell...

Hermotherlostappetiteforherdrink

andquietlywalkedinthehouse....

Atthepolicestation...

Thenextmorningiwalkedoutofthe



policestationhungryandexhausted,i

couldn'tsleeponthesmellyblanket

andoptedtositthewholenightand

mybodywasaching.

IdialedLolo...

Lolo:Hello?

Me:Hi,howisMaya?

Lolo:Sheisfine..AreyouOK?

Me:TheyjustreleasedmebutI'm

fine.

Lolo:Oletsekoseleng?

Me:Yeah..Howbadlyinjuredisshe?



Lolo:I'llsendyouthepicturesbut

pleasedeletethemimmediately.

Me:Okay.Bye

Lolo:Wait...DidyoustealAatile's

things?

Herquestionbroughttearstomy

eyesandipausedforaminuteand

rubbedmytearbutmorecamerolling

andiburstedintotears...

Lolo:Didi?Areyoucrying?

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouaskedmethat,

youofallpeople.TheonlypersonI



trustbutidon'tblameyou.I'mnot

answeringyoubecauseyouknowthe

answer.

Lolo:I'msorryforasking,iknowyou

canneverdothat...Sowhat'sgoing

on?What'snext?

Me:I'mgoingtogetmybagsandgo

toUB,I'llsleeponthestairsuntil

tomorrowmorningkaMonday.

Lolo:Tia?

Me:Wearedone,igotridofher.

Lolo:(smiled)Okay...Andplease

don'teverdrink,obonyegoreoilwa

kebojalwaakere?

Me:(laughed)Never



Lolo:(laughed)Mmakehaolela

kganteleokuatalkingaboutyoulove

thatsongyaMogwantiwapitoria...I

didn'tevenknowyoucansing.

Me:(laughed)Stopremindingme

Lolo:Thewayyouareafraidofmen

naturally-butnonotthatnight..That

manwasalloveryouandyoudidn't

caredancingwaitsekehake

hutsagetsemmekesabategogo

togelalematagwakeremmekanaifi

gotheywillrapemyfriendandI'm

goingtofeelsorryforherandblame

myself.

Me:(laughed)keagorataLolowaa



itse?

Shepausedlaughingandanawkward

momentpassed...

Me:Iloveyou...

Lolo:(smiledemotionally)Iloveyou

too...AndI'msorryforoverreacting,

youmadeonemistake...

Me:Amistakethatcostmemy

virginitybutican'tcryoverthat

becauseihadachoice,atfirstiwas

hurtbutafterwhathappenedtoMaya

I'mperfectlyfinewithwhathappened

tome.



Lolo:ImovedinwithMaO

Me:Ilovethatwomanshem..

Rememberweusedtoeather

mangoesandshewouldmakeus

rakeunderthetreesayingsinceits

ourtreeweshouldrakeit?

Lolo:(laughed)Iknow...

Me:Aboutschool,ithinkweshould

findahouseandshare,you'llfind

Mayaapreschoolandicanbuy

mopakowhileyoupayfortheschool

feeswaabona?Itcanwork...We

wouldevensaveourbook

allowancesandpayahead.

Lolo:Didimmayou'renottheidiot



whohadunprotectedsexatJunior

school,youkeptyourvirginityandi

shouldn'tmakethatyourburden.You

won'tenjoyyourallowancebecauseo

thusamothoaitirilekabomo,diloke

diitirilemma...I'llgotoauniversity

whensheissixdoingstandard1ata

governmentschool,theschoolwillbe

freeandthefoodishealthyandfree

atthesametime.Lifewillbegood,

sheis2goingonthreesoI'mleft

withjust3years,I'llbeinyear1wena

olekofourthyear...

Me:(laughed)Okay..Iunderstand...I

thoughtotogelasekoloalltogether.

Lolo:No,ihavetogetthatdegree



onewayoranotherbutitwon'tbe

soonergapeI'mgoingtofindyoustill

lookingforajob...(webothlaughed)

Akerepeoplehavebeenjob

searchingfor7years

Me:(laughed)Mmekanagaoyake...

AkereBayanglonggraduatedandhe

isstilljobhunting.

Lolo:Yeah...I'llcatchyouontheway

mylove..Justmakemeproudand

passsoyoucanaccommodateme

whenIcomethere.

Me:I'lldothat...

Lolo:(smiled)Bytheway...

Kgmmmmm....Attietoldmeheloves



melikehewastearfulandstaffgole

intense

Me:(smiledsurprised)Noooo...Shut

up!Areyouserious?Aatilelooks

scaryididn'tthinkhecouldget

emotional...Osure?

Lolo:(laughed)Mmanyanaheasked

metomoveinwithhimandhe

offeredtosupportMayabutihadto

saynobecauseyouknowwhatthey

sayaboutrelationshipsthatstart

withanotherpersondownwhile

anotherissavingthem.Iwantusto

dateasenaanythingtoholdagainst

meandidon'ttrustmen...Wehave

heardofstepfathersraping...Maya



can'tgothroughthat

Me:Well...Youknowthatnotallmen

arerapistsright?

Lolo:Iknowbuttheproblemisthere

isnowayoftelling,bettersafethan

sorryright?

Me:Idon'tknowfriendos,whatifhe

isyouronlychanceatlovegape

Aatilehasthatthingwabona?(we

bothlaughed)Koorehelooksstrict

butthenhehasthissideofloving

kids,themmadon'tlethimgo...

Lolo:I'mtooscared,Ilovehimbut

eishMayacomesfirst.

Me:Iunderstandbabes...It'sokay



Lolo:Yeah,letmegohelpMaOclean

thehouse

Me:Bye....

IhungupanddialedBayang...

Femalevoice:Hello?

Me:Um...(lookedatthescreen)Is

thisBayang'sphone?Iwastrying-

Her:Heisstillasleep.

Me:Oh

Her:Anythingelse?

Me:Nothing.



Her:Stopcallingmyman,you're

history.

Bayang:(sleepy)Obualemang?(got

thephone)Hello?

Me:Hi...I'msorryididn'tknowyou

hadcompany.

Bayang:(steppedoutrubbinghis

eyes)Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,theyreleasedmesoI'm

goingtoUB.

Bayang:Alright,listenI'msorryabout

whatisaidyesterday.Itwasoutof

line..

Me:Youwereangry,itsokay.

Everyoneisangryatmeandi



understand.(therewasashort

silenceasbothranoutofwords)At

leastyou'removingon...

Bayang:(swallowed)Yeah..

Me:Youdeservebetter...Shehasa

nicevoicesheisprobablybeautiful,

I'mhappyforyou.

Bayang:(shookhisheadandbithis

lip)Yeah...

Me:(tearfully)Okay....So...Fromhere

I'mdeletingyournumber...(ifrowned

astearsfell)Iwouldn'twanttokeep

disturbingyoutwoyouknow...

Bayang:(sadly)Yeah

Me:(Ipausedandfrownedcrying



silentlythenitookadeepbreath)I

loveyou...

Bayang:Didi...

Me:Iknowyoudon'twantmeback,

itsokay.Ijustwantyoutoknowthati

loveyouandI'mgoingtoregret

everythingIdidtherestofmylife.

Bye

Bayang:(sadly)Shap

Ihungupandwalkedalongtheroad

thoughtfully.…

AtMmaOarabile...



LaterthatdayMmaOsatonthe

couchfeedingMayaasshewatched

cartoonswithfullconcentration...

Shehadneverreallyhadachanceto

seecartoonsasshealwaysstoodat

herauntie'sdoorstepwatchingwhile

Diboy'swaswatchingsittingonthe

sofa...

MmaO:(laughed)Mayaeat...

Sheopenedhermouthslowlywhile

hereyesweresetonthescreenthen

MmaOlaughedfeedingher...



MmaO:Lolo?Taobonedilotsa

ngwanawagago...

Lolowipedherhandsandstepped

outofthekitchenwatchingasMma

Otookthespoon...

MmaO:EatMaya...

Sheslowlyopenedhermouthstaring

atthescreenandslowlysearchedfor

MmaO'shandthenshepulleditover

eatingfromthespoonstillstaringat



theTVthentheyburstintolaugher...

Lolo:MmaOyou'redisturbingmy

daughter...

MmaO:Hahahaompolaatota...

Lolowentbacktothekitchenand

cleaned,minuteslaterMmaO

walkedinandstoodbythefridge

lookingatLolo...

MmaO:Whoisthatyoungman?

Lolo:(laughedshyly)Aatile?

MmaO:(laughed)You'reblushing...



Lolo:Ican'tdate...Heisagoodguy

butI'mnotready,I'llseehimwhen

Mayais18

MmaO:Theseriousoneswilltake

him...Goodmendon'tlastlonginthe

market.Mayawillbeasadadultto

knowthatyousacrificedyour

happinessforher,childrenalsoneed

happyparentsbecausetheyparent

betterthandepressedparents.Ilike

him...Ilovehowcloseheistois

daughter...Asyourelderswemade

ourownmistakesandwhenwe

adviceyouwejustdon'twantyouto

belonely.Itwasn'tmyintentiontobe

thislonelyatmyage...



Lolo:I'llthinkaboutit..

MmaO:Let'stalkaboutyourschool.

Whenareyougoingback?Late

registrationedirwaleng?

Lolo:Ican'tgo..

MmaO:You'regoing...AndI'mgoing

tolookafterherwhileyou'reaway.If

youdon'tgotoschoolsheisgoingto

sufferevenmorebecauseatsome

pointyouwillgobacktothatfalling

house...Doyourdaughterafavour

andgotoschool..

Lolo:Idon'twanttoburdenyouwith

myrespo-

MmaO:Burdenme?Haveyouseen



howlonelyIam?Doyoueverseeme

talkingtoanyonesinceiretired?

Mayaisgoingtokeepmecompany....

Sheissafehere,Idon'thave

boyfriendsnnammakethabanale

menopause(LololaughedthenMaO

joinedinlaughing)Kemothohela...

Noonewillrapeyourdaughterhere

andidon'twork,mypensionfund

doesn'tgivememuchbutMaya

doesn'teveneatafullplate,herbeing

heremakesnodifference.

Lolo:Areyousure?Itrustyouwith

herbecauseyouhelpedmewithher

sinceshewasbornbutifeelguilty

for-



MmaO:Idon'thavechildrenMaya

mightaswelleatmyfoodinsteadof

themgoingintothedustbin.

Lolo:(huggedher)Thankyou....I

thinkyouweremymotherinthe

previouslife

MmaO:(laughed)Kannete....

AtUB.....

LateroniwonderedaroundUBwitha

bigbagtryingtofindagoodspotto

sitthensomeonecoveredmyeyes

frombehind,fromthesizeofthe

handsitwasagirl...



Me:Tia?

Sheletgoofmeandlaughedthen

myjawsdropped...

Me:Letty?Youhavebeenadmitted

here?

Letty:Yesgirl,didyouguysseeme

keepingtomyselfandthinkI'mdumb?

Me:(laughedandhuggedher)I'mso

happytoseeyou...

Letty:Whichroomdoyoustayin?I'm

goingtochurchgaketswatengI'll



passby

Me:Idon'thavearoom,theydidn't

helpusonFriday

Letty:Idon'thavearoommateyet,

let'sgotomyroom..

Me:(relieved)Thankyousomuch...

Letty:Don'tworry...

AtAatile'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonAatilereached

fortheletteronthetableandsat

downreading...



{{To:Aatile

I'msorryforbeingcarelessabout

yourhouseholdsbutthisisacontract,

I'mgoingtopayyouP500each

monthassoonasIstartgettingmy

allowance.Aftergraduationgake

bonatiroI'mgoingtogetaloanand

payyou.Pleasecontactmesothat

wecangosignanaffidavitto

legitimisethis.

Signature:§ }}

Heshookhisheadandtorethepaper



thenhetookouthisphone...

AtLetlhogonolo'sroom...

LateronLettyhandedmeapillowas

Hillsongsplayedonherlaptop...

Letty:Here...

Me:Thanks

Ifixedmybedandsatdowntaking

offmyshoesasshepowderedher

facesingingalong...



Letty:(gentlytappingthefloorwith

herfoot)

I'mtradingmysorrows

I'mtradingmyshame

I'mlayingitdownforthejoyofthe

Lord

I'lladmitthesongmademewantto

singalongwithher...

Letty:(singing)wesayyesLordyes

LordyesyesLord

YesLordyesLordyesyesLord

YesLordyesLordyesyesLordAmen



Me:sendmethissong...Ilikeit..

Letty:Okay...EishI'mlate...you'llget

itfromthere,sharp...

Shewalkedoutthenihurriedtothe

doorandstuckmyheadout...

Me:Canigowithyou?

Letty:Sure,putonaskirt...

Ichangedmyclothesandwalkedout

answeringthephone...

Me:Hello?



Aatile:Hey..igotyourletter,that

won'tbenecessary.I'msorryifi

scaredyou...Tobehonestit's

commonforthievestodothis,my

mistakewastoassumeyouknow

aboutit.Thesethingsneverhappen

inMaunsoidon'tblameyoufor

trustingeveryone..Iwasjustthinking

aboutitkebonyegorelewenayou

wereatriskbecausethoseguys

couldhaverapedyou.I'msorry...i

heardyouspentanightintheholding

cells,howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,thanksforacceptingmy

apology.

Aatile:Don'tworryaboutit...You



didn'thavetoleave,oilekaebecause

youdon'thaveaccommodation?

Me:Imetaclassmate

Aatile:Ifeelguiltyfornotbelieving

you

Me:Youdon'tknowmesoit'sokay..

Aatile:Callmewheneveryouneed

help

Me:Um...No,Whenyou'rewithLoloi

can'tjustcallyouforhelp,I'drather

askhersoshecanaskyou.

Aatile:(smiled)Girlcode,okay..

Me:(laughed)Yes,girlcode...

Aatile:Irespectthat,shap



Me:Shap...

IhungupandjoinedLetty....

AtAatile'shouse....

HemovedMaya'sbedtohis

bedroomandfixedthesheetsthen

hepulledherbabycotnexttohis

bed...

Aatile:Comegetin,let'sseeifyou

stillfitbecauseidon'twanttoshare

thebedwithyou,youkickme



Maya:(laughed)Idon'tkickyou..

Aatile:Noway...Idon'ttrustyou...

Heputherinsidethenshelaiddown

smiling...

Maya:Icanfit...

Aatile:(laughed)andstaythere....

Maya:Iwanttojumponmybed

Aatile:ItoldyouI'musingyourbed..

Maya:You'renotusingitnow..

Aatile:Youjumponce,justonce...



Shejumpedonthebedashestepped

outpickingacall....

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Hey...I'mcomingtoGabson

Friday

Aatile:(smiled)IsMayaexcited?

Lolo:I'mnotcomingwithher

Aatile:(disappointed)Oh...Thenwhy

areyoutellingme?

Lolo:Ithoughtwecould-

Aatile:Lolothereisnouswithout

Maya,ifyoutrulybelieveI'mabad

manwhocanrapeyourdaughteryou



shouldn'tbewithme.What'sthe

point?

Lolo:Ithasnothingtodowithyou,it's

-

Aatile:Listen...Ican'tbewithyou

knowingthatthereispartofyouthat

believesicanrapechildren.Thaton

itsownisgoingtomakethewhole

thingboringformeandI'mnotgoing

tobethebadguywhoseparateda

motherfromherdaughterwhenno

oneseparatedmefrommine.Its

eitherwearedoingthistogether

bringingourchildrenonboardor

nothing,thereisnoinbetween.I'm

notgoingtoletyouuseMayaasan



excusebecauseevenaftersucha

traumaticexperienceshestillhasthe

strengthtosmile,shestilllaughsand

you'regoingtosuckthehappiness

outofthatchildwithyourunrealistic

fears.

Lolo:Ifyoudon'twanttounderstand

mysituationthenyouarenotthe

manithoughtyouwere.

Aatile:Thenit'ssettledbecauseif

youdon'ttrustmewithyourdaughter

you'renotthewomanithoughtyou

were,whyshouldyousleepwitha

manyoufeelcanrapeyourchild

anytime?gofindamanyou'lltrust

withherlennaketaabonaawoman



whowillnotseearapistinme.

Lolo:Bye

Hehungupanddeletedhernumber

thenheswallowedtearfully,heshook

hisheadandleanedoverthekitchen

sinkdrinkingwaterthenhepulled

himselftogetherandjoinedhis

daughterwithasmileasshejumped

onthebed....

4YearsLater..........

*

*



*

*

*.

[9/3,11:27PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴6

AtMmaOarabile'shome....

MaOcoughedoverandoverthen

shereachedforatissueandspaton

it,shefoldedthebloodypartinside

andflasheditasMayaraninthe

bathroom...



Maya:Mama?Thejumpingcastleis

here...(jumpingupanddownpulling

her)Comeandsee....Come

MaO:(draggingherfeet)Maya

bathong...ItoldyouI'mtoooldto

run...

Maya:(pullingher)Come....Come...

Abigtruckpulledoverastheyoung

menjumpedoffanderectedthebig

jumpingcastleandawaterslideat

thecorneroftheyardnotfarfrom

thesmallwebtentwherethedeco

ladywasdoingthefinishingtouches



ofMaya'sGreenandPinktheme

colors...

Maya:(jumpedclappinghands)

Wow...Isthatthepool?....Ohmy

Gooooooooodit'spool

MaO:(laughed)Mayammake

bileditswetrakahela...

MmaOarabile'sniecewalkedover

withamakeupbagandliftedMaya...

Her:Youshouldn'tbelookingatthe

decoratingcompany,thewholething



issupposedtobeasurprisestupid!

MaO:(laughed)Pleasetakeher,this

girlcantalk....

Maya:Areyougoingtoputmakeup

onme?

Niece:(smiled)Yes...You'regoingto

looklikeprincessCinderella..

TheywalkedinsideasMaO'sphone

rang...

MaO:(coughing)Hello...(sheputthe

phoneawaycoughingforafew

minutesandfinallycaughtherbreath)



Lolo?

Lolo:Areyouokay?

MaO:I'mfineit'sjustfever...

Lolo:Didyougototheclinic?

MaO:Idid,theygavemetablets,I'll

befine.Howiseverythingdownthere?

Lolo:It'sfine,canitalktoMaya?I

wanttowishherahappybirthday

MaO:They'reputtingmakeupon

her...

Lolo:Ohkanayousaidyouwantedto

inviteherclassmatesoverfordrinks

MaO:Yes...Itsnothingbig...Just

neighboursandschoolmates...Idon't



wantyoutothinkaboutushere,get

readyforthatinterview

Lolo:(laughed)I'mfocusing....Did

yougetmoneyforherpresent?

MaO:Idid,iaskedoneofmychurch

mate'ssontocometakepicturesof

thiscakesharingthing,hewillsend

themtoyou.

Lolo:Thankyou..I'mstillrunning

aroundlookingfortherightshowsfor

mygraduationgown..

MaO:IjaaIshouldn'tforgettosave

transportmoneyforthegraduation

ceremony...

Lolo:(laughed)Don'tforget...



MaO:Didyouapplyforthenewjob

postsinTheDaillynews?

Lolo:Yes,idroppedoffthe

applicationsanhourafteryoutold

meaboutit.

MaO:Okay...LetmereceiveMaya's

gueststheyhavestartedarriving.

ThesepeopleannoymewithEnglish...

MyJawsgettiredofspeaking

English

Lolo:(laughed)Howcanyousaythat?

MaO:Uhithelakelapatotakeetake

tsenyabonnenyanemotenglike

whereisthatnnenyane

Lolo:(laughed)GoandspeakEnglish



mma..bye

MaO:Bye

Shehungupandsmiledasoneofthe

parentspulledover....

AtLolo'smother's....

MeanwhileGobonasteppedoutof

thepitlatrinetoiletandwalked

towardsthetreeasherbigmaternity

dresswavedontheair...

Hermotherrestedherjawonher



palmsadlywatchingascarsfilledMa

O'syarddroppingoffchildrenwho

werecarryinggifts.TheDJplayed

musicfrombigspeakerssending

everyoneintoapartymood....

Gobona:(curvedherlipslookingat

theparty)Mxm...ShameonLolo,

whatwillshetellpeoplewhowillask

herwhysheisthrowingherdaughter

apartyintheneighbour'syard?How

canshebeembarrassedbywhere

shecomesfrom...Kooreobonye

motsewammagweolemasweabea

direlangwanapartykobahuming.



Mother:I'mjustsadthatMaya

doesn'tknowme,sheisintentionally

keepingMayaindoorssoshecan

forgetus,ifshethinksshecanfillan

emptyholeinherheartwithmy

daughtersheislyingtoherself.Lolo

isnothersnomatterwhatshedoes...

EvenifshethrowspartiesforMaya

shestilldon'thaveachild...

Theybothranoutofthingstochat

aboutandquietlywatchedasthe

frontyardgotfilledwithcarsthena

Rangerdrovethroughtheirgateand

parkedundertheothertree,awhite

mansteppedoutwithhiscolored



daughtersandapproachedthem...

Man:(Englishaccent)Dmelama!

Mother:Hello

Gobona:Goodafternoon

Man:Thereisnoparkingthatside

andiwaswonderingifitsokayto

parkhereforaminutewhileIdropoff

mygirlsattheparty...itwon'tbelong.

Lolo'smotherdidnothearasingle

wordoftheUnitedKingdomEnglish

steamingoutofhissharpnosethen

sheturnedtoherdaughter....



Mother:Gatwee?

Gobona:Heistalkingtoofast...(to

theman)Areyousayingthatyou

wanttoborrowthetreeforparking

thecar?

Ma:Yes,somethinglikethat..Iguess

youcouldsay...

Gobona:Areokopagophekahao

tataatsaakoloihapartyehela

kgantele

Mother:(Setswanaaccent)No

problemsir...Noproblem,youshould

befreealot...befreetoomuch,I'ma

lovingpeople.



Man:Thankyou...

Hewalkedtowardsthecarwithhis

daughtersandopenedtheback

takingoutapinkbicycle...

Girl:Weshouldgettheswimming

costumes

Girl2:Andthetowelstoodaddy...

Diboysandhislittlebrotherstood

behindthesmellypitlatrinetoilet

watchingwithEnvyasmorechildren

gatheredandchartedloudlyinthe



webtent,heturnedaroundandsaw

thewhitemanandhischildren

walkingoutwithabicycleandtowels

thenhewalkedtowardshismother

barefootholdingawire...

Diboys:Iwanttogototheparty

Brother:Metoo...

Gobona:(barked)Ketagoshimega

hankautwaoreoyakwa,doyou

knowthem?Hee?IfyougothereI'll

beatyou...Idon'tevenknowwhyyou

arestandingbythefencewatching

them...

Diboys:Nnakebatagobona



makgoa...

Mother:MaOgavethemaninvitation

cardwhydon'tyouletthemgo

Gobona:Mamanaareobonagorego

nalemakgoalemaIndiagoha?

everyoneseemstobewearingnew

clothes..Theydon'thaveclothesand

idon'thavemoneyforthepresent,

RrragweDiboyskanahakgwedie

helawaingadisagorenteatsamae

abagoboamadiahedile..

Mother:Justbaththemandletthem

gokanabatswapelo,kehaneele

goreenemohumiyootsentsestop

nonsense...



Gobona:No,theywillmockmy

children.Diboyssit...

Diboys:(pouting)I'mgoing...I'm

going...Iwanttoseethewhite

people

Hewalkedtowardsthegateas8

monthspregnantGobonafollowed

himholdingastick...

Gobona:Comebackhere...

Diboys:(cryingloudly)I'mgoing...I'm

goingtoseewhitepeople



Neighboursstaredatherasshe

angrilyscoldedhim....

Diboys:(crying)Keitatsammunna

haoganaketsamaa

Gobona:Getbackhere...

Diboysdivedonthesandrolling

aroundashisbodygotwhitelydustry

thenGobonawalkedoverwithastick

butheranawayandrolledonthesoil

untilhewaswhite...

Littlebrother:(laughed)Diboyslooks



likeaghost!

Gobona:(tohim)Shutupwena,ke

thwaagetsegoloha..

Neighbourswatchedtheirdrama

fromtheirhouses,embarrassed

Gobonastoppedfollowinghimand

satdown.Diboysstoodbythefence

staringattheparty.…

AtMainmall(Gaborone)....

Isteppedoutoftheshoptalkingto

thephone...



Me:ThankGodijustboughtmyhair...

Lolo:I'mstillstuckontheshoes...I

hateheelsbutiknoweveryonewillbe

wearingheels

Me:Ialreadyboughtthoseandhoney

they'resexy...

Lolo:Iknowhowmuchyouloveheels

anditbeatsmehowyoumanageto

walkonthose,tonightIhaveto

practice...Andihaveaninterviewin

twodayskebatagogamolela.

Me:Luckyyou,afterallthe

applicationsisentnobodycalled...

Lolo:You'llgetyourchance,don't



worry...

Iwalkedpastabridalshopand

bumpedonapregnantladywalking

out...

Her:(quicklyprotectedherbigbump)

Themmawanthula...

Me:(hungupthephone)I'msorryi

didn'tseeyou..

Her:(sighed)Noit'sfine..Youdidn't

hurtme...

MyheartskippedasBayangstepped



outcarryingtheweddinggownand

pausedlookinginmyeyes...

Bayang:(awkwardly)Hi...

Me:Hi..

Shelookedathimforintroductions

andforamomentheappeared

panickedashepressedhislips

together...

Bayang:BabethisisDidi....Didithis

isAone

Aone:(shookmyhand)Hisfiancé



andyou're?

Me:Weusedtobeneighboursin

Maun..

Aone:Isee...Babedidyouinviteher?

Bayang:No...Welostcontactalong

timeago..

Aone:(openedherbag)That'snota

problem...Ihaveanextracard...

(handedmetheinvitationcard)Here

yougo...

Me:ThankbutIwon'tmakeit,I'm

busy...Congratulationsthough

Aone:Thankyou...

Me:Bye



Bayangunlockedhisphoneasi

walkedawaythenhefollowedme..

Bayang:Canihaveyournumber?

Me:(turnedaroundandanswered

walkingbackwards)No...And

congratulationsonthebaby...

Bayang:Didi?

Iturnedandwalkedaway...

InBayang'scar...



MinuteslaterAoneglaredathimas

hejoinedtheroad...

Aone:Isthather?Yourex?

Bayang:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit...

Aone:Whywereyouaskingforher

number?

Bayang:(angrily)Soicangiveher

directionstothewedding,whyelse

wouldIwanthernumber?You'rethe

onewhoinvitedher...(lookedather)

Whythehelldidyouinviteher?

Aone:Whatdifferencedoesitmake

shedeclined?



Bayang:Itmakesadifferencetome,

okay?Youknewwhoshewasand

youdidthatdeliberately.

Aone:Ican'tbelieveyou'reangryat

meaboutsuchasmallissue

Bayang:Youstartedthiswholething,

youcouldn'tjustsayhiandwalk

away.Youhadtocreatealittledrama

asalways.Youcanbeabore..

Aone:Icanbeabore?Isawtheway

youwerelookingather,canyou

blamemeforthat?Youwere

stammeringandyouintroducedme

withmyfirstnameBayang...I'mnot

justAoneI'myourfiancé,yougave



myparentsthebride'spriceandi

didn'tforceyou.

Bayang:Youdidn'tforcemedirectly

Aone:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Bayang:(sighed)Youknowwhat-

nevermind...I'mexhausted,Ibeen

drivingalldayijustwanttorest.

Aone:Whatdoyoumean?

Bayang:canyoustopbeingadrama

queen?

Aone:(tearfully)Canyoustopcalling

menames?!

Shetookadeepbreathholdingher



bumpthenhekeptquietand

apologeticallyrubbedherbump..

Bayang:Areyouokay?

Aone:(pushedhishandaway)Don't

touchme...

Hesighedandkeptdriving..

Attheapartment....

Minuteslaterheparkedthecarthen

Aonegrabbedherhandbagand

angrilywalkedinside.



Bayangleanedbacksighingand

dialedAatile...

Aatile:Yeah?I'mgettingthesuitsas

wespeak

Bayang:Yeah-yeah...Um..Doyou

haveDidi'snumber?

Aatile:DidigapeBayang?Ithought

wetalkedaboutthismalobahao

ntshamagadi.Yousaidyou'reover

her

Bayang:Dudeiknow...Ijustwantto

makesuresheisfine...isawher

earlierand-



Aatile:Andwhat?Theoldfeelings

cameback?Areyouhavingsecond

thoughtsaboutthis?

Bayang:Youknowican'tbackdown

nowandwiththebabyonthewayit

willbeabigrisk..Ijustwanttotalkto

her.

Aatile:I'llcheckhernumberandsend

it...

Bayang:thanks

AatilesentitthenBayangdialedthe

numberbutitwasn'tavailable.He

calledhimagain...



Aatile:Yeah?

Bayang:Gaetsene

Aatile:Shemusthavechangedher

number,itsbeenlike2yearskesa

bueleene

Bayang:Don'tyouknowwhereshe

stays?

Aatile:Itwas2yearsagomaybeshe

moved

Bayang:Sendtheaddress

Aatile:Bayangyou'regettingmarried

intwoweeks...Opegilemaina

Bayang:Otaasenderplotnumber

akere?



Aatile:Kebualewenakana

Bayang:Iknowallthatakerekenna

kentshitsemagadi,youdon'thaveto

remindme.Aoneodirilematakala

throwingoneofhertantrumsmogo

Didi,ijustwanttomakesuresheis

fine..

Aatile:I'llsendit...

Hehungupandtookthegowninside

whereAonewaslyingonthebed

cryingthenhegotonthebedandlaid

behindherkissingherneckand

caressingherbump...



Bayang:I'msorry...Stopcrying...I

don'twantyoutostressmyboy..

Hisphonereceivedamessagethen

hegotupandchangedhist-shirt...

Bayang:Keeta..

Aone:Whereareyougoing?

Bayang:Aatileneedsanextrahand

withsomething..I'llbeback.

Aone:(tearfully)You'regoingtosee

heraren'tyou?

Bayang:Getsomerest...



Heleanedoverandkissedherasshe

frownedcrying....

Atmyhouse...

Icurledmyselfonthecouchwitha

sheetwatchingamoviethenmy

phonerang...

Me:Hello?

Lolo:Isawyourmessageabout

Bayang,I'msorrmy...Iknowyoubeen

talkingabouthimlately..

Me:Ikeptmyselfforhim4years



thinkinghewillwaitandhedoes

this...Itookavowyasecondary

virginityforhimandnow-

Lolo:Butrealistically4yearsisalot

plusyouguysstoppedtalking,the

poorguyprobablytookwhateverGod

presentedandsaidfuckit

Me:Anywayihavetomoveon.Its

fine,atleastIwon'thavetoreject

guysanymore-(therewasaknock)

Someoneisknocking,I'llcallyou

back

Lolo:shap

Ihungupandcoveredmyselfwitha



wholesheettheniopenedthedoor

slightlypeekingoutside,Bayang

smiledwithhisfootonmystoop.His

shoecaughtmyattention...Actuallyit

tookmybreathaway,helookedvery

good..

Me:Whatdoyouwantdaddy?

Bayang:(smiledrelaxedlookinginmy

eyes)Canicomein?

Me:No,you'regettingmarriedand

youhaveachildontheway..

Hepushedthedooropenandwalked

inasistaggeredbackholdingthe



sheetsthenheclosedthedoorand

tookoffhisjacket...

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Hekissedmedominantlyandpulled

downthesheetsleavingmenude

thenhelaidmeonthefloor...Iknew

itwaswrongandiwantedtostop

himbecausehewasn'tmineanymore.

Icouldn'tunderstandwhyhewanted

tofuckmeandgoontomarry

anotherwomanbutmaybeideserved

itforplayingwithmychancewhenI



hadit,ifeltlowerthananythingandi

knewAonewastherespectableone...

Iontheotherhandwashisslut,the

condemnedandiknewhewantedto

tastemebeforetakinghisvows...

Despiteknowingalltheseistill

couldn'tstophimbecausehewas

goodwithawoman'sbody,hekissed

myneckandwentdowntomy

breaststhenmyvjay...

Igaspedashelookedinmyeyesand

slowlyinsertedtwofingers,ifrowned

thenhepressedmycheekstogether



withhisjuicyfingersandkissedme,i

knewhewouldleaveassoonashe

wasdonewithmeandyetididn't

havethestrengthtoresist...

Igaveinandsubmittedmybodyto

himasherolledthecondomon

staringatmeandleanedover

rubbingmyjewelswiththethetipof

hisweapon.Tearsfellatthecorners

ofmyeyesashisgoodthing

squeezeditselfalltheway...Nowi

knewwhyAonewasdefensiveearlier.

Hehadmagicbetweenhislegs....



Me:Doyouloveher?

Bayang:Yes...Sheismywife...

Me:Thenareyoudoingthis?

Bayang:(staringinmyeyes)Because

Iknowyouwon'tstopme,youlove

me....Isawitinyoureyeswhenwe

metatthebridalshop.Iknowthat

feeling,howdoesitfeelloving

someonewhoseheartissomewhere

else?

Islappedhimacrossthefacethenhe

pinnedbothofmyhandsdownand

kissedme...



Me:(crying)Idon'tloveyou..

Bayang:(softlyonmyear)Sayit

louder...

Hemovedhiswaistaimingformy

vjayand#removed......

*

*

*

*

*.

[9/3,11:27PM]MadamDee:Wicked
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Atmyhouse...

Hemademekneelonthefloorand

pushedmyheaddownleavingmy

buttupthenheslidin,thedoor

openedthenLolowalkedin,herjaws

droppedasBayangslidhisthingout

thenIreachedforthesheetsand

coveredmyselfasBayangblocked

hisbonerwithhisTshirt....

Lolo:(disappointedly)You're

unbelievableDidiwaitse...

Sheclosedthedoorandwalked



outsidethenihandedhimhis

clothes...

Me:Youhavetogo...

Hequietlyputonhisclothesand

lookedatmeemotionallythenhe

leanedoverforakissbutimoved

backfoldingmyarms...

Me:Justgo..

Bayang:Imissedyou...Ijustcouldn't

figureouttherightapproach?

Me:Andwhenyoufinallydiditwasto



havesexandgomarryyourpregnant

girlfriend?

Bayang:andilied,iloveyouijust

wantedtohurtyou.

Me:Youdon'tloveme..

Bayang:Youdon'tknowwhatloveis...

Hewalkedoutthenisatonthecouch

stillwrappedupwiththesheets,Lolo

walkedinlookingbackwardsat

Bayangashedroveoffthenshesat

nexttomeandstaredatme...

Lolo:Areyouinsane?



Me:Don'tjudgeme...

Lolo:Judgeyou?Youjudgedyourself

already...Heisgettingmarried.What

isitwithyouandmarriedmen?

Me:almostisn'tmarriednowisn'tit

Lolo:Excuseme?

Me:Notthatidon'trespectwhatyou

saidbuthecameoverhereanddid

thistome.I'mnottheonegetting

married

Lolo:It'snotabouthim,it'saboutyou

sleepingwithmenwhodon'tcare

aboutyouonlytobesadaboutit

afterwardsandonthefloor?Really?

Me:Stopjudgingme...Imadea



mistake

Lolo:Onceagain...(sighedgrabbed

herplastic)Iwantedtoshowyoumy

graduationthings...

Me:Letmegogetdressed..

Iwalkedaway....

Attheappointment.....

AonesatonthebeddialingAatile...

Aatile:Hello?



Aone:CanitalktoBayang?

Aatile:Sureholdon...

AtAatile'sHouse....

AatilehungupanddialedBayang...

Bayang:Hello?

Aatile:Seewhatyou'redoing?Aone

justaskedtotalktoyouonmyphone

Bayang:Uhhey,tellherileft...

Aatile:DidyoutalktoDidi?

Bayang:Yeahbutigotinterrupted,



I'mnotleavingtomorrow

Aatile:Gotinterrupted?

Bayang:Iwanttogetherpregnant

beforeigetmarried..Everythingwas

goingwelluntilherfriendwalked

throughthedoor

Aatile:Wohholdonaminute-you

wanttodowhat?Ithoughtyousaid

youjustwanttotalk,whendidthat

change?Whywouldyoudothatto

herknowingyouaregoingtomarry

Aone?

Bayang:Idon'texpectyouto

understand,you'llunderstandone

day



Aatile:Kanteoitsegoregonnasingle

parentgodingalojangtota?

Bayang:Youwon'tunderstand.Shap..

HehungupthenAatilehungup,Aone

calledoverandoverbuthedidn'tpick

hercalls..

Atmyuncle'shouse....

Myuncle'swifehungmy

grandmother'sblanketsonthelineas

herneighbourwalkedoverandhung

herchildren'slaundryonthefence...



Neighbour:Juniorwetsthebed?

Mosimaneyooomotonaomoshape

Her:(sighed)It'snothim...Heimma

akeredaysagowhenhubbysaidhe

wantedtovisithisauntwhenwegot

therewefoundtheoldlady

surroundedbypeoplebecauseshe

collapsedonthemiddleoftheyard,

whenwetookhertothehospitalthe

doctorstoldustherewasnothing

wrongwithhershewasjusthungry

sothenephewdecidedweshouldget

her...

Neighbour:Withoutconsultingyou?



Her:Imaginethewena!Hejustsaid

wehavetogetherbecausesheisthe

onlyelderlyleftinthefamily.Iso

wantedtotellhimthatididn'tmarry

thisdirtyoldwomanimarriedyou..

Kerayagoreididn'tknowthesekind

ofmarriagesexisteduntilheinsisted

wetakeher...Thisoldwomancan't

seesoshecallsmetodoeverything

forher,ifidon'ttakehertothetoilet

shepeesontheblankets...Ke

tshwarisiwamerotoyabasadibagolo

mmennammeasanthotele,nyaloke

dilodiselehela.

Neighbour:Soshedoesn'thavea

family?Likechildren



Her:Shehasadaughterwhonis

happilymarriedlivingina4bedroom

housewithherhusbandandtheirtwo

daughtersyetI'msupposedto

toleratethesmellofpeecoming

fromtheotherbedroom,whycan't

mmagweDiditakehertoherhouse?I

understandDidiisschoolingbutwhat

aboutthisoldwoman'sdaughter?I

can'tdothis..Thisoldwomanis

disturbingmefromhavingmyperfect

familybecausesheisalways

screamingforsomething.....

Meanwhiletheoldwoman'sstomach

rumbledasshelaidonthefloorina



closedbedroom...

Granny:(screamingweakly)Ma

Israel?...MaIsrael?...Ineedthe

toilet....Toiletplease...

Outside,MrsIsraellookedbackand

ignoredher....

Her:Akerewautwa?ThisiswhatIdo

allday...Sheissoannoying,evenmy

motherdoesn'tmakemeworklike

this...Amwickedfornotwantingher

here?Imean,sheisnotevenmy

motherinlaw...I'dunderstandifshe



wasmymotherinlaw..

Neighbour:Herdaughtershouldtake

her,itcanbedisturbingtohaveyour

in-lawsstayingwithyoukanayou

neverhavefamilytime...Mmagwe

Didishouldgethermother,bathoba

bangwegabanyalwabalebalabo

mmaabo...

Theoldwomancontinuedtoscream

untilshekeptquietbutshewas

pressedandshedidn'twanttorelief

herselfinherclothesshecrawledto

thedoorwithherimpairedvisionto

openthedoor,itwaslocked.Tears



filledhereyesasmuscles

overpoweredher.....

AnhourlaterMrsIsraelwalkedoutof

thekitchenholdingaplateoffood

andsatonthecouchholdinga

remote,thestrongodourfromthe

bedroomgotherattentionasshe

angrilyputherfooddownandheaded

toherbedroom...

MaIsrael:(angrily)Oiny*letsegape?

Granny:(tearfully)Mygranddaughter

doesn'ttalktomelikethat

MaIsrael:Whydon'tyoutellherto



getyouthen?Ican'twipeyourshit

mma...Tellyournephewthatyou

wanttogobacktoyourhouse,i

didn'tgetmarriedintothisfamilyto

beyourmaid

Granny:Helpmetalktoherthen,i

toldyouilostmyphone.Bokang

won'tlistentomewhenIsayiwant

togetbackbecausehesaysican't

stayalone...

MaIsrael:You'renotserious....Ema

mmaoyegothapa,mychildrenbath

withyourshitandI'msureit'sonlya

matteroftimebeforeyougivethem

infections.



Shedraggedhertothebathroom

wheresheputplasticsonherhands

andpulledoutherclothesthenshe

pushedherinthefulltub,ataphither

onthebackofherheadasshe

grabbedthehandlessupporting

herself,MaIsraelgrabbedthebroom

andbrushedherbackandprivatesas

shecried....

Granny:(crying)Kanawampolaaa.....

Totakeenglesampusetsekogame?

Why?I'mfineatmyhousebecausei

knowwherethetoiletis,whyshouldi



sufferlikethis?Mygranddaughter

wouldneverdothistome...Mphang

mogalakebueleDidi...

MaIsrael:Itoldyoutotellyour

nephewthatyouwantyourhouse

nnamegalayagaDidikeetsayakae

kaolathilephone...Thapamma,I'm

notgoingtotouchyourshit,gake

tshwerem*sepaabasadibagolobasa

nkgodisa..

Shepushedthetubstopperwiththe

broomstickasthewaterdrainedthen

shegrabbedtheshowerheadand

pointedathersplashingherwith



wateruntilshewasclean....

MaIsrael:(openedthewindow)The

wholehousesmellsbathongke

tikilwekamosadimogolokiyo...

Shechangedherbeddingand

draggedhertothemattressthenshe

wentbacktocleanthebathroomand

sprayedwithAirfreshenerthenher

husbandwalkedin...

Hepausedatthedoorandsmiled

gratefully...



Bokang:Thankyou...

Shejumpedturningaroundand

lookedathim..

Her:For?

Bokang:Forhelpingmetakecareof

myaunt,sheraisedmymothersoits

theleastIcandoforher..

Her:(smiled)Anytime...

Bokang:Notmanywivescangive

thiskindofhelp,you'reoneina

millionandiloveyou..



Her:Iloveyoutoo...Yourfoodison

thecounter

Heleanedoverandkissedherthen

hewenttoeat,MaIsraelgavetheold

womanabodylotionandnew

clothesthenshecleanedtheroom

andopenedthewindows...

Minuteslaterthenephewwalkedin

withherfoodandsatonthechair

handingitover...

Nephew:Yourfoodisheremmama...



Granny:Thankyou...Canipleasetalk

toDidi?Iwanttogohome

Nephew:Butyoucan'tstayalone,my

mother'ssoulwouldneverrestin

peaceknowingI'mignoringyou...

Granny:Idon'twanttocomebetween

youandyourwife,youloveherand

shelovesyou...Mypresencehere

mightbringconflicts.I'msureshe

wantstoenjoytimewithyou.

Nephew:Mmamalesagoakanyetsa

mosadiwamedilotsagonnajalo,

sheishappytohaveyouhereand

sheistakinggoodcareofyou...Its

bestyoustayhereinsteadof



collapsingaloneonyourwaytofetch

water.

Granny:(tearfully)Pleasetakeme

home...

Nephew:Ican'tletyousufferwhenI

canhelp

Granny:LetmetalktoDidi..

Nephew:I'llbuyairtimeandcallher

foryou...Pleasehaveyourfoodand

getsomerest,I'llbringbatteriesfor

yourradiosoyoucanlistento

something.Youmustbelonelyor

maybeyoucansitoutsidewithmy

wife,she'dlikeyourcompany..

Granny:Bringthebatteries...



Hewalkedout....

Atmyhouse...

LateronLoloquietlywatchedmeasi

cleanedthehouse...

Lolo:Onthomolapelo

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Lolo:Ifeellikeguysaregoingtouse

youtotheiradvantage,asawoman

youhavetohaveabackbone...Don't

letamangetwhathewantsfromyou



ifyoudon'tgetwhatyouwant,

rememberwhatAatilewastryingto

dotome?Hedidn'twantto

understandmysituationbecausehe

wasjustlookingathimself

Me:Ormaybeyoudidn'twantto

understandhissituation

Lolo:That'swhatI'mtalkingabout

rightthere,youmustputyourfoot

down.Dowhat'sbestforyou...Life

shouldbeeasyforyoubecauseyou

don'thaveachild...Bayangcannot

justshowupafter2to3yearsand

dropyourpanties,that'sdisrespectful

anditshowsexactlyhowhefeels

aboutyou.AccordingtohimAoneis



goodenoughtobeawifebutwena

you'rethesnack,theillusionhelives

intemporarilytoescaperealityof

marriage.Ifyoulethimdothisyou

willneverstophimbecauseyou'll

dependonhimeitherfinanciallyor

emotionally,ihatethatkindof

situationwhichiswhyirefusedto

moveinwithAatileyearsago..Ididn't

wanttobedependantonhimandfeel

likeIowehimsohecansomething

toholdagainstme...Itwasn'tjust

aboutnottrustinghim,ididn'twanta

pityrelationship..

Me:Istillfeellikeyoumadea

mistakeleavinghim..



Lolo:It'sthepastanyways,iwasjust

tryingtohelpyoubecauseyoueasily

dropyourpanties...Lookatwhat

Brandondidtoyou..Hetookyou

homeandsleptwithyou,nowBayang

comeshereandsleepswithyou.

Maybeit'sbecauseyoudon'thavea

childbecauseiknowiwasnaivelike

you,rememberhowMaya'sdad

easilysleptwithmeanytimehe

wanted?Iknewhehadalotof

girlfriendsyetIcouldn'tstophim,

whetheroneabatabolotokanatsatsi

leoainkutwacondomhedidashe

pleasedandattheendofthedayhe

dumpedme.Idon'twantyoutogo



throughthesamething

Me:Igetyourpoint...

Lolo:(sighed)Anyway...Itsgetting

lateletmegetgoing

Me:thanksfordroppingby..You

cameattherighttime

Lolo:(laughed)Surebabes

Shegotherplasticandwalkedout

thenisatdownthoughtfullyand

dialedmygrandmotherbuther

numberwasn'tavailableagain.Ithad

beenaweekandiwasbeginningto

worry.Myuncle'scallcamethrough

andmyheartskipped...



Me:Hello?

Uncle:Didihowareyou?

Me:I'mfine,iseverythingOK?Ihave

beentryingtocallmygrandmother

but-

Uncle:Sheisfine,afewdaysagoshe

collapsedonthemiddleoftheyard

tryingtocollectwater,wetookherto

thehospitalandthedoctorssaidshe

wasfineit'shungersoidecidedit

wasbestshecomeshereuntilyou're

donewithschool.

Me:Thankyousomuch

Uncle:Butlikeyouknowoldpeople,



shealreadywantstogobacktoher

house..

Me:Especiallyenemmama,she

doesn'tstayinginpeople'shomesfor

long,evenvisitingfortoolongishard

forher...

Uncle:I'mwalkingin,shewantedto

talktoyou.

Me:Okay..

Hegaveherthephoneandwalked

outclosingthedoor...

Her:Hello?



Me:Hihowareyoufeeling?

Her:Youknowhowbeingavisitoris,

youruncle'swifekeepsmeinthe

bedroom,idon'tknowifiembarrass

herorwhat..Iwanttogobacktomy

housewhereIcansitunderthetree

whenit'shot.Sherefusestotakeme

tothetoiletuntilI'mforcedtorelief

myselfwhereI'msittingandthenshe

insultsmecallingmenames,she

bathsmewiththebroom...Iwantmy

housewhereicantakemyselftothe

toilet.Shedoesn'tfeedmebecause

shesaysshedoesn'twantmetogo

tothetoilettimeandagain...

Me:Ihavebeenplanningtosellmy



householdsthisweekendandcome

homeaftergraduationbutI'llstart

sellingthemtonightsoicancome

immediately.

Her:Didyouhearfromthepeopleyou

appliedto?

Me:No,theyhaven'tsaidanything.

Her:You'llgetajobmygirlanddon't

rushyourself...Justtellyouruncleto

takemehomeanddon'ttellhim

abouthiswife.Idon'twanttobethe

reasonforhisdivorce...

Me:Ican'tbelieveshedidthis...Bye

Her:Bye



Ihungupandsighedlookingatmy

households....

AtMmaOarabile'shome...

Laterthatafternoonthedeco

companyloadedtheirtentsand

chairsasMaOwalkedintheliving

roomwhereMayaandherniecewere

sittingsortinghergifts...

Shefeltherselflosingbreathand

rushedtothebedroomwhereshesat

onthebedanddialedLolo...



Lolo:Hello?

MaO:Lolonabirthcertificateyaga

Mayaekae?

Lolo:Inevercollectedit,ialways

usedhercliniccardinstead...does

theschoolneedit?

MaO:No,i...(exhaledexhausted)I

wantedtosubmitittochange

ownershipof.....

Hecoughedoverandover...

Lolo:Nyaammayou'renotfeeling



well,that'snotflu...

MaO:I'mfine...letmedrinksome

waterandcallyouback...

Lolo:Okay,10minuteshelaplease...

Sheputthephonedownandslowly

laidonthebed.......

Atmyhouse.....

Laterthateveningipackedsomeof

mythingsandheardaknockonthe

door...



IopenedthedoorthenAatilesmiled..

Aatile:Hi..

Me:Hi...

Aatile:Canwetalk?

Me:Um...Outside..

Iclosedthedoorfollowinghimout

whereweleanedagainstthecar

quietly...

Aatile:Thereissomethingiwantto

tellyouanditsgoingtomakeme

looklikeabadperson...



Me:Whatisit?

Aatile:Bayangwantstogetyou

pregnantbeforehegetsmarried,i

stillhaven'tgottenagoodreasonbut

ithoughtyoumightneedtoknowso

youcanbecareful...Iwouldn'twant

anotherpersontobeasingleparent

becauseiknowhowitfeels.

Me:WealmosthadsexbutLolo

interruptedus..

Aatile:Doyoulovehim?

Me:PartofmebutI'llbefine...I'll

moveon.Hecaughtmeoffguard.

Anywayihavebiggerthingstoworry

aboutthanBayang...



Aatile:Whatisit?

Me:IwanttogotoMaunASAPbuti

don'tknowifpeoplewillbuymy

thingsquickly.Mygrandmotherisnot

feelingwell....

Aatile:Youcanleavethematmy

houseuntilyouareabletogetthem.

Me:Wouldn'ttheydisturbyounerra?

Aatile:No,I'mstayinginathreebed

nowsotheotherroomisempty.

Whendoyouwanttoleave?

Me:Kamosowoulddo,ke

sulagaletswekegraduation

ceremony...Mygrandmotherisbeing

abusedbysomeonewhoissupposed



tobehercaretaker..Ithasbeen

happeningforaweeknnakesaitse.

Aatile:I'msorryaboutthat..

Me:It'sokay,thanksforyourhelp...

Aatile:Sure...

Thingsgotalittleawkwardaswe

bothranoutofthingstotalkabout...

Aatile:HowisMaya?

Me:(smiled)sheisfine...

Aatile:IoncesawherwithLoloatthe

mall,itwasfromadistancethough...

Sheisgrown.



Me:Yeah...

Aatile:Doyoustilldrink?

Me:(laughed)No...Never

Aatile:(laughed)Maybeyoushould

justpaymewithyourhouseholds,

youowemekana...Waitseobari

ngwanyanakewena...You'rethe

stupidestgirlIhaveevercome

across

Me:(laughed)Aatilegakebate

Aatile:(laughed)Osesomonna...

Me:Kehaketshogilegoreannako

yatengolebogalegore

Aatile:(smiledlookingatme)Amme



kebogale?

Me:(smiledlookingathim)Yes...

Aatile:(laughed)I'mnot...(turnedand

facedme)Skantshabaautwa?

Me:Okay...

Aatile:(lookedatmeandlaughed)

BPC...

Me:(laughed)Don'tstart....

Aatile:KanaI'msupposedtobe

transferredtoMaun...ifyoudon't

mindthetruckthatwillgetmythings

willbringyours.

Me:Thatwouldbenice,Ihave

nothinginMaun



Aatile:Agotweketaataletsoneee...

Me:Okay...So..Areyouthebestman?

Aatile:No,hisbrotheris..

Me:Okay...

Aatile:Areyouseeinganyone?

Me:No..You?

Aatile:No...(laughed)it'stoughinthe

singlespool...

Me:Yeah...

Therewasthatsilenceagain...

Aatile:CanIhaveyournumbersoi



cancallyouinthemorningabout

movingyourthings?

Me:Sure..(isavedit)Thanks

Aatile:Sure...Wanttograb

somethingtoeat?

Me:(smiledreluctantly)Maybe

tomorrow...

Aatile:Iunderstand...

Wehuggedthenheletgolookingin

myeyesasilookedintohis....

Aatile:Takecare...

Me:Iwill,thanks....



Hesmiledabitandpinchedmy

cheekthenhegotinthecarand

droveout...

AtMmaOarabile'shouse....

LateronMayaranintothebedroom

holdingabigdollandjumpedonthe

bedshakingMmaO...

Maya:(smiled)Mamalook!Look

mama...Mama?Lookatmydoll,i

can'twaittoshowmommymynew



doll...Mama?

MmaOremainedstilltheMaya

openedhereyesplayfully...

Maya:Mama?Iknowyouare

playing...Mama?

Mayalaughedandtickledherbutshe

remainedstillandunresponsivethen

Mayastoppedsmilingandthrewher

dollaway...

Maya:(worryingly)Mama?Mama?



Wakeupbeforeicry....(tearfully)

Pleasegetupyou'remakingmecry...

Mama?(screaming)MAMA?MAMA?

Theniecerushedinandpaused

checkingherpulseandtherewas

nothing.Sheleanedoverandlistened

toherheart...

Maya:(crying)Issheokay?

Her:(panicked)GetoutMaya...Go

watchTV...

Maya:(shookMaO)Mama?Mama?



Thenieceranoutmakingaphone

call....

Atthehospital.....

Anhourlaterherniecewalkedinthe

doctorsofficeandputMayaonher

lap....

Dr:Goodevening...

Niece:Issheokay?

Dr:Ourreportshowsthattheoldlady

longpaston,I'msorryforyourloss...

*



*

*

*

*.
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AtLolo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningLolosteppedout

ofthebathroomwrappingherself

withatowelandsatonthebed

reachingforherphoneonthecharger,



therewerenoreturncallsfromMaO

thenshedialedherbutitwasnot

available...

Shefrownedanddialedthelandline...

Voice:Hello?

Lolo:Hi,canitalktoMaO?

Voice:Whoisthis?

Lolo:It'sLolo...

Voice:Ohthemothertothelittlegirl

visitingmysister?

Lolo:Mayaisnotvisiting,shestays

withher-westaywithher.Canitalk



toher?

Voice:Youcan't,MaOislateandyou

mustcomegetyourdaughter

becausewewouldliketoholdfamily

meetingsinthehouseandwho

knowswhatwewilldecidewiththe

house...

Lolo:CanitalktohernieceRachel?

Voice:Rachelisbusymovingthings

withherunclestomakespacefor

guests

Lolo:Guests?Thatfast?Iwasjust

talkingtoheraround6

Voice:Wehaveourways,just

becauseyouwerechowingmy



sister'smoneythrowingpartiesand

sendingyourdaughtertoexpensive

schoolsdoesn'tmeanyouarepartof

us.

Lolo:CanitalktoMaya?

Voice:Sheissomewhereinthe

crowd...

Lolo:Crowd?Crowdat10inthe

evening?Sheshouldbeinbed...

Ma'ampleasecanitalktoRachel

pleaseorgivemehernumber

Voice:Idon'tknowhernumber,mme

ketsamaesalekeemehofouning

togabarekeutswelamoswiairtime...



ShehungupthenLolo'sswallowed

tearfullyslippingintoapanicmode,

thethoughtof"uncles"aroundher

daughtergavearunningstomach.

Shestooduppacingupanddown

thinking...Shehadtobethereas

soonaspossible,Mayawasa

strangertoeveryoneinMaO'sfamily

andanyonecouldrapeherandget

awaywithit...

Shereachedforherpurseand

countedherchange...



Lolo:No...

Itwasn'tevenhalfthebusfee,she

hadpaidforthegraduationgownand

boughtotherfancythingswithher

money.

Atmyhouse....

Ifinishedbrushingmyteethand

threwthetoothbrushintheplastic

cupthenIswitchedoffthelightand

gotinbed.



Ilaidonmysideandpressedmy

phone,Ihad1receivedmessageand

Idon'tevenknowwhyigotexcited

andcuriousaboutitandit'ssender...

Coulditbeiwashopingitwasfrom

someoneinparticular?Welliclicked

onitanditwasfromAttie...Ismiled

bitingmylowerlipreadingit...

Aatile:(text)Itwasniceseeingyou

upclose,you'renotasbeautifulasi

thought.Omaswenyanawaitse

Me:(replied)Lolgladidon'thaveto

feelguiltyforsayingdiWrongTurn



havenothingonyou,youtakethe

trophy

Aatile:LolyouowethisWrongTurna

furnitureworth76Kwaaitse?

Me:Pardonmymannerssir,Imeant

tosayyou'rethespittingimageof

thesehandsomewellbuiltmenin

Americanmovies,waitseyouremind

meofWillSmith,boBarackjaana

eishohotogoreibilekeasha

tshutshu!

Aatile:LolohemiletheDidi

Me:Loljusttryingtoavoidpayinga

76Kdebt

Aatile:Mmekanaakisswillbemore



thanenough.

Me:Lolnicejoke

Aatile:Lolyeah.Ijustwantedtosay

haveagoodnightandgrannyis

goingtobeokay.

Me:Thanks,haveagoodnight

Aatile:SurebutI'mwatchingthe

game,Madridisplayingtonight

basimanebatsenamolebaleng

jaana...

Me:Ohyou'rethefootballtype?I

heardguyswhowatchfootballare

lesslikelytocheatbecausethey

spendhalfthetimestressingabout

football.



Aatile:LolDidiwee,letmecallyou

textingyalapisa..

Me:OK..

Iclearedmythroatandtookadeep

breathwaitingthenhecalled,ismiled

softlyandpicked..

Me:Hey..

Aatile:(relaxedonthecouch)Wa

reng?

Me:(giggled)Karegatwegalechite

bannabagoratabolo

Aatile:(laughed-(hislaughterwas



suchaturnon))Heheheno

comment...Areyouinbed?

Me:Yeah...

Aatile:Whatareyouwearing?

Me:Isleepnaked

Aatile:Takebone

Me:(laughed)Hahahaili!Watsenwa

Aatileobatadinudesmogonna?

Aatile:(laughed)Ineversaidthat,

you'retheonewhosaidit..(tooka

deepbreath)Sotellmeaboutyour

dreams,whatdoesDidiwant?

Me:(smiledplayingwithmytits)

Well...Iwantagoodjobtheniwant



tobuiltabeautifulhouseformy

grandmother,I'mfromapoorfamily

firstandforemostautwa?

Aatile:Eemma..

Me:Yeahsolikeanychildfrosuchi

wanttochangemygrandmother's

lifeabittheniwant....Agoodman...I

don'tcareaboutthelooksorthesize

ofhiswallet,ijustwantaguywho

willlovemeandrespectmethengive

methreebeautifulkids,2girlsand1

boy,ifhehasakidorkidsiwouldn't

mindhavingthemaspartofthe

family.I'dappreciateitifthisguyisa

traveller...Someonewholoves

travellingbecauseI'dliketosee



Africaandmaybeothercontinentsif

thebudgetallowsifnotI'mgoodtoo.

Whataboutyou?

Aatile:Iwantawomanwhowill

respectme,lovemydaughterand

trustmewithherlife.Iwantalover,a

friendandmostofallapartner...I'd

liketothinkofwomenasbetter

partnersbecauseyoupeoplehavea

sixthsensewemendon't

have...usuallywhenawomanhasa

badfeelingitmeanssomethingisnot

rightbutus..Wejusttakerisks..(a

callcamethrough)Someoneis

callingme..(hechecked)It'sLolo,

whatdoesshewant?



Me:Idon'tknow,whenlastdidyou

twotalk?

Aatile:Yearsago

Me:Moarabeeeotanteletsa

Aatile:Shap..

Hehungupandpickedhercall...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:HiitsLolo,therraIhavean

emergencywenakeadimamadiso

thatIcangetamorningbustoMaun.

Aatile:I'mbrokeakenamadi.

Lolo:Aorra...Can'tyouborrowfrom



friends?

Aatile:Idoubttheyhaveanythingat

thistimewaitse.WishIcouldhelp

youbutit'stough..

Lolo:Okay..Eish...theoldladywho

wastakingcareofMayapassed

away

Aatile:Wait-thatladywhowas

admittedwithMayawhenshewas2

years?

Lolo:Yessonowherrelativesare

arriving,ihearthereareunclesthere...

(tearfully)I'msoscared...IwishI

couldflythereandgether...

Aatile:Howmuchdoyouwant?



Lolo:P200hela,hankaiponakeleko

Mauuhelatabekeleshap.

Aatile:(satup)Alrightletmetransfer

themoneyrightnow,haveyoucalled

totalktoMaya?

Lolo:Wrongpeoplekeepanswering

thelandlineandthesepeopleseem

tothinkIwanttotakeMaO'sthings

orsomething,I'msureherbody

hasn'tfullyfrozenandthey'rehaving

funnythoughtsaboutherproperty

butthat'snotmyconcern,ijustwant

tomakesureMayaissafe.

Aatile:I'llsenditassoonasihang

up...Eishlet'shopesheisfine.Do



youevertalktoheraboutherbody

andstuff?

Lolo:Yeah,itaughtherthatnoone

shouldtouchherandifsomeone

toucheshersheshouldtellme.

Aatile:Okay,I'llsendyouP300.Don't

returnit..ItsforMaya..(laughed)she

wasalmostmydaughteryouknow

Lolo:(laughed)Iknow..I'llgiveyoua

callwhenigetthere,justtoupdate

you.

Aatile:That'llbecool.

Lolo:HowisMaya?

Aatile:Sheisabiggirlnow...She

makesmebreakfast



Lolo:(laughed)Amme?

Aatile:Yepandshedoesthedishes

solifeisgood.

Lolo:Ithoughtyou'dbebackwiththe

mother

Aatile:Inevergobacktomyex's,i

don'tgoaroundincircles.

Lolo:Oh..Well,thanksforthemoney.

Goodnight

Aatile:Goodnight

HehungupanddialedDidi...

Atmyhouse....



MeanwhileireadLolo'smessage

aboutMaOanddialedher..

Lolo:Hello?

Me:Ijustsawyourmessage,sorry

forreplyinglateiwasfrying

something...

Lolo:It'sokay

Me:Kanaitmeansyouhavetobein

Maun,thosepeoplesoundrudeand

whoknowswhereMayawillsleep

andwithwho.

Lolo:Unfortunatelyican'tgotonight...



Myonlyoptionisthemorningbus,i

won'tsleep...I'mstayingupallnight...

Me:Letmetalktosomeoneandget

backtoyou.

Lolo:OK

IhungupanddialedAatile...

Aatile:Hey..

Me:Hi..Wehaveasituation,Lolo

needstobeinMaunassoonas

possiblejaakaomoitsekaMaya,i

knowshewon'tsleep.Therratshela

fuelretsamae?I'lltopwithmyP300



Aatile:(laughed)Didiweedoyou

knowfuelcostyaMaun-Gaborone?

Lereturn?

Me:(giggled)Iknow,iwouldn'tbe

askingifitwasn'timportant..Please...

(whining)Please...Please

Aatile:DoesLolohavealicense?

Me:Yes,sheusedtodriveMaO'scar

Aatile:Okay,I'lldoitifsheagreesto

driveandwemustgivesomeonewith

alicencearidesotheycanhelpher

ontheway,

Me:Okay,letmetellher

Aatile:I'llgetdressedgorayagore

I'mtakingMayatomycousin'shouse,



shehas2daughtersherage.

Me:Talklater.

IhungupanddialedLolo...

Lolo:Hello?

Me:IjustaskedAatiletotakeyou

there

Lolo:ThereasinMaun?

Me:Yes..

Lolo:Elegoreleditsalakanajang?

Me:No,heisclosetoBayangakere

so...



Lolo:Ehemoreeretsamaeee,i

guesswewillfuelwiththeP300he

justsentme.

Me:Hesentyoumoney?Elegore

you'rebacktogethergape?

Lolo:No,icalledhimaskingfor

money

Me:Andhejustgaveittoyou?

Lolo:Yes,whyareyouasking?

Me:I'mjustasking,yousaidyoudon't

wanthimmanytimesandyoukeep

sayingthatyoudon'twanta

relationshipsoI'mjustwonderingif

youarechangingyourmindkaene.

Lolo:I'mnotbutIdon'tknow..



(sighedconfused)Heis...Thisguy

hasasoftspotforkids,ithinkiwas

wrongabouthim.Kanaherefusedat

firstandassoonasimentioned

Mayaheagreedimmediately,heeven

toppedthemoney.Gongweketodisa

ngwanakerrragwewena..

Me:Youshouldjusttrustyourfirst

instinctsakerewareyoudon'ttrust

anyman

Lolo:(laughed)IneverthoughtI'd

hearyousaythat...Youalwaystell

mehowmuchofamistakeimade

lettinghimgo

Me:(laughed)Thatwasanaiveme



talking,awomanmustputherfoot

downright?Heshouldhave

understoodyoursituation.

Lolo:TruebutIdon'tknowanymore,

kooreerilerebuakgantelehemelted

myheartwiththewayhewas

concernedabouther.

Me:Meaning?

Lolo:Nothing...Anywayletmeget

ready,thanksfororganisingthisfor

me.I'llletyouknowwhenwearrived.

Me:I'mcomingtoo...Remember

Grannyneedsme.

Lolo:Oh.....ok..

Me:Yeah..



Anawkwardmomentpassed....

Lolo:Alrightthen,let'sgetready

Me:Shap...

AtTaungbusstop.........

About2hourslaterAatileslowed

downandrolledthewindowtotalkto

peoplewaitingforthebusesand

ridesforlongdistances...

Aatile:Maun!ineedsomeonewitha



validlicencetohelpusontheway...

Onemanpickedhisbackpackand

jumpedinthefrontseatthenAatile

joinedtheroadastheygreetedone

anotherandexchangedintroductions.

Aatileintroducedustohimandwe

hadalittlechatuntilwereachedthe

fillingstationwhereAttieparkedon

theotherpumpandsteppedoutas

thefuelattendantfilledthetank...

Aatile:Lololadiesfirst...Tao

kgweetse,Romanwillhelpyouonthe



way,I'mexhaustedineedtoget

somesleepbeforeicangetbehind

thewheel....Didikeyokephasele

helaesenanglicensesoeneke

mopalamentehelawakgweetswa...

Me:(laughed)Aatilerra,ifonlyyou

knewhowmuchIwishIcoulddrive

Aatile:(gotinthebacksmilingatme)

It'sembarrassing,don'ttellanyone

youdon'tknowhowtodrive...Infact

it'sapity

WelaughedasLologotinthefront

seatandadjustedthemirrorlooking

atus,awareofherAatileleanedback



andadjustedhisseatalltheway

downlayingbackwhileiinnocently

lookedoutsidethewindow...

MinuteslaterLolodroveoutofthe

fillingstationandjoinedtheroad,She

turnedupthemusicandfocusedon

theroadasAatiletouchedmypinkie,

Ipulledbackandpinchedhishand

withaninnocentlookindisplay.He

snuckhishandbehindmeandpulled

mybraiddownhurtingmetheni

pinchedhisarmharder...

Aatile:(miming)Ouch....Fuck...



Istuckmytongueoutathimand

quicklylookedawaythenhetickled

mywaist.Myheartpoundedasi

lookedatLolotomakesureshe

wasn'tawareasikeptblocking

Aatile'sticklesandtryingmybestto

holdmylaughterin...

Loloturnedandlookedbackcatching

Attie'shandonmywaist,iswallowed

panickedwhileAttiecalmywentfor

thenewspaperonmyside...

Aatile:(Innocentlyserious)MphaThe



Voicekeeokebalepagethree...

{PassmetheTheVoicenewspaper

soicanreadpagethree}

Itiltedmybuttthenhepulleditand

laidbackopeningthenewpaperup

tohisfacehidinghisnaughtysmile,i

lookedatLoloandsighed...

Me:Areyouokay?

Lolo:Yeah,I'mfine...

Sheturnedbacktotheroadand

continueddrivingtheniangrilyglared



atAatile.Hegrabbedhisphoneand

textedme.

Aatile:Eishgatwediponedihelaleng?

kebatagotshwarakukuyagago

{whenthehelldothestreetlightsend?

Iwanttotouchyourcake}

Me:Aatileokaswaba,pleasedon'tdo

that.Thislittlegameisover

Aatile:Ketshwerwekenopabona

borokgwe,ticklingyoudidthattome.

{I'mhorny,lookatmypants}

Ilookedathisbonerandrolledmy

eyesthenLolosnatchedmyphone...



Lolo:(holdingthesteeringwheelwith

onehand)Letmeseewhoaretalking

to.........

AlwaysremembertoLikeand

comment,goodnight.

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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InAatile'scar....

Sheranherfingersonthescreen

tryingtounlockthescreen...

Lolo:(holdingthesteeringwheelwith

onehand)Passwordkemang?

Me:Ican'tgiveyoumypassword...

Aatile:Youdorealisethatyouare

drivingright?



Roman:Icantakeoverif-

Lolo:Thankyou....

Shepulledoverthenshestepped

out...

Lolo:Didicanwetalk?

Iquietlysteppedoutofthecarand

walkedtothebackwhereshewas

standingholdingmyphone...

Lolo:(staringatme)What'sgoingon?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Lolo:Don'tplayme...(angrily)Ska

batagontwaelaDidi.Isawhim

touchingyou,whatareyoudoing?

Me:Hewasn'ttouchingme,hewas

reachingforthenewspaper...

Lolo:(putthephoneonmyface)

Tsenyapassword...Iwanttoseewhy

youreceivedamessagewhenAatile

waspressinghisphone.

Me:I'mnotunlockingmyphone,after

seeingthatiwasn'tchattingwithhim

whatwillyoudo?Willyouapologise

andexpectmetobehappyyou

accusedmeofsomethingididn'tdo.

Doyourealisethatthingsaregoing



tobeawkwardbetweenusafterthis?

Lolotookadeepbreathandtearfully

putthephoneonmyhand...

Lolo:IlovehimDidi....Iamtorn

betweenmywhatIwantandwhatmy

daughterneeds...(tearfully)turn

aroundandlookathim...Lookat

Aatile...

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim

sittinginthebackseatreadinga

newspapertheniturnedbacktoher

ashereyesglitteredwithtearsuntil



oneofthemrandown...

Lolo:(shakyvoice)Ilovehim....When

yousaidheistakingmetoMauni

thoughtyouactuallywentahead

and...Youknow...Becauseyou

alwayssaidImadeamistaketo

leavehim.Ineedhimnowmorethan

ever...MaOislateandhe...

Me:(swallowedtearfully)Soyou

wanttousehim?

Lolo:Usehim?YouknowiloveAatile,

ineverstoppedlovinghim.Theonly

reasonicouldn'tbewithhimis

becauseididn'twanttobringmy



daughterintotherelationshipandhe

wasoffendedthinkingIdon'ttrust

him,andheisright...Morallyyou

shouldn'tbesleepingwithamanyou

thinkcanrapeyourchild...Thingsare

different,afterhearinghimaskmeifi

evertalktoMayaaboutherbodyi

realisedhemeansbusinessandhe

reallycares,ilovehimforwhoheis

andforlovingmedaughter...What

motherwouldn'tlovetheonlyman

whogetsconcernedwhenitinvolves

yourchild?

Me:Loloompolelaallthesegorenna

kerengjaanong?Itoldyouoverand

overtogivehimachancebutyou



rejectedhim...Youfoundaguywho

isnotafraiddriveallthewayforyour

daughter'ssake,spendtimeinthe

hospitalbringingyourdaughterfood

andtoys,lettingyouclosetohisown

daughter...Yourejectedthatandnot

onlydidyourejecthimyouoffended

himbygivinghimreasonyagoreyou

don'ttrusthimaroundyourdaughter,

youaccusedhimofbeingcapableto

dothatandhedidn'tlikeit.IknowI

wouldn'tbehappyifamantoldmei

can'tbringyouclosetomydaughter

becauseIdon'ttrustyou...Youmight

poisonmydaughterorabuseher...

Lolo:Okayletmeaskonethingto



endallthese...Aatilewagobata?Be

honestwithme...Iknowit'spossible,

heisaguy...

Me:Hehasn'tspecificallysaid

anythingtome

Lolo:Okay,hewasn'tspecific...So

whatdoeshedo?Touchyou?Tickle

you?

Me:Forthelasttime,hedidn'ttickle

me...Thereisnopointintalkingto

youbecauseyoumadeupyourmind

aboutme.Readiega,Mayaneeds

you...

Lolo:Didithemmaoskadumela

Aatilehaakagobata,ilovehimdearly



andiwanttofixthings.Weallmake

mistakes,minewastoletgoofhim...

Don'ttakeawaythatchance.I'mnot

surewhatisawbuticanfeelthe

chemistrybetweenyoutwo,mongwe

mogolonaobatayomongwe,

ditshamekonyanatsalonaand

teasingoneanother...Juststopit,

youknowheismine.Haelesengwe

talktoBayang..

Me:(laughed)Wow...Okay...soI

shouldsleepwithamarriedmenow

thatAatileisinvolved?(laughed)This

iscrazy...

Lolo:That'snotwhatisaid



Me:(sighedexhausted)LoloAtiega

iseampatemmehaakampata

ntamogana,isthatgoodenough?

Lolo:Thankyou...

Westoodthereawkwardlylookingat

oneanother...Icouldfeelthefearin

herheartandherfacehad

desperationwrittenalloverit..She

hadjustlostthewomanwhowaslike

amothertoherandiwassureshe

didn'tknowwhereshewastaking

Mayabecausehomewasn'tthe

answer.Sheprobablycountedon

AatileseeingMayaandusingthat



opportunitytoaskforthenext

favour...

Me:(iheldbothherhands)Okay,I'll

behonest...Wehavebeenjoking

aroundleAatilebutthat'sallitwas.

Hemakesfunofmethatpeoplestole

theentirehousewheniwasthere,he

callsmestupidandallthosenames,

justlittlethingsbuthedidn'tsay

anythingaboutwantingme.Whenwe

gettoMaunI'llstayawayfromyou

guyssoyoucanhaveachanceto

talk.

Lolo:I'msorryforaccusingyou,nowi



feelbadlikeI'mkindoflookingfor

pityorsomething

Me:You'renot,iunderstandhowyou

feel.

Wehuggedforawhileandtooka

deepbreathstillholdingoneanother

thenweexhaledandwalkedtowards

thecar...

Loloquicklywalkedinfrontofme

andgotinthebacktheniquietlygot

inthefrontseatandpulledmybelt....



Roman:Shallwe?

Me:(smiled)Yes...

MeanwhileLololeanedbackand

sighedasAatilequietlyconnectedhis

headsetsandstuckthemonhisears

thenhelaidbackclosinghiseyes....

AtMmaOarabile'shome...

Thenextmorningaround6amAatile

parkedthecaratthegateandlooked

Didiasleeponthefrontseatthenhe

steppedoutandopenedthedoorfor



Lolo...

Aatile:(whisperedandgentlyshook

her)Hey..Wearehome...

Lolo:(slowlyopenedhereyesand

yawnedlookingoutside)Oh....

Shesteppedoutsidethenhecarefully

closedthedoorwithoutasoundand

sighedlookingather...

Aatile:SayhitoMayaforme

Lolo:I'lldothat...Thanksfordriving

allthewayjustforme.



Aatile:Sure..

Hehuggedherbrieflyandmoved

back....

Aatile:LetmegodropoffDidiand

go..

Lolo:Gowhere?

Aatile:Acheaperguesthouse..Ineed

somesleep.

Lolo:Fromhereidon'thave

elsewheretogo,isitokayifwecome

byuntilicanfigureoutwhat'snext?

MaO'sfamilydoesn'twantmesoi



can'tstayhere...Andthathouse

(pointed)Collapsed..

Aatile:Whydon'tyoufindaroomto

rent?

Lolo:Idon'thaveenoughmoneyand

evenifihadit,I'dstillneed

somewheretoliedownwhilewaiting

foranyhouseavailable.Idoubtthere

arehousesforP300

Aatile:Okay,ketaabatasomething

andaddontowhatyouhavethenwe

drivearoundtolookforahouseto

rent.

Shehuggedhim...



Lolo:Thanks...

Aatile:sure

Lolo:(movedback)Letmetalkto

Didi

Aatile:Skamotsosa....Seeyoulater

Lolo:shap

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

InMaya'sroom....

MinuteslaterLologreetedMaO's



sisterandheadedtoMaya'sroom,

sheslowlyopenedthedoorand

sighedinreliefasRachellaidbehind

MayawithherarmaroundMayaboth

ofthemdeepasleep....

Attheguesthouse...

IopenedmyeyesasAatilesoftly

touchedmyrighthandstaringatme...

Aatile:Hey...

Me:(yawningandlookingback)

Morning...Whereiseveryone?



Aatile:RomandroppedoffatBuyand

BuildthenidroppedLoloathome...

Me:Whydidn'tshewakeme?(looked

outside)Guesthouse?

Aatile:(laughed)Don'tbeexcited,We

arenotheretohavesex

Me:(laughed)Don'tflatteryourself...

Aatile:Ithoughtyoushouldlaydown

forafewhourssoyourunclecanget

upinsteadofknockingontheirdoors

thisearly

Me:True...

Aatile:Comeon,let'sgo....



Igotmyhandbagandwalkedinthe

opendoorthenithrewmybagonthe

chairandthrewmyselfinbed,he

walkedinandslowlyclosedthedoor

lookingatme...

Aatile:Shouldimakeyoutea?

Me:(yawning)No,I'mfine...

Itookoffmyclothesremainingwith

mypantiesandpulledaduvetover

fixingmypillowashetookoffhis

shoesandgotinbedwithhist-shirt

andjeansthenhemovedcloserand

puthisarmaroundmebreathing



downmyneck...

Aatile:NnakerobalakaJeanautwa?

Me:(sleepy)Okay...

Iclosedmyeyesintoxicatedbysleep

ashegavemeasoftkissontheneck

andlaidhisheadonthepillownextto

mefallingasleep....

AtLolo'smom's...

LaterthatmorningLoloandMaya

walkedthroughthegateasher



motherrakedtheyardwhileGobona

pickedtheleaveswitha

wheelbarrow...

Gobona:(laughed)Bona,bona

Hermotherstraightenedherback

andlookedatLoloandMaya,they

bothhadgainedweightwithagood

complexionandthoughshewasn't

surewhensheknewLolowas

completingherstudiesthatyearand

shewouldsoonfindajob....

Gobona:MaOisdeadandshe



remembersus,monateohelaka

bothokototawhenithinkofthefact

thatexactlyyesterdayitwasMaya's

partyrekgakahalelwahoogojewadi

cakeledidrinkbuttodaymothoo

sule...(laughed)Deathdoesn't

choose,richorpoorwhenit'stimeit's

timelapha!

Her:Uh...Gobona...Youshould

reducebeingsonegative,MaOwas

ourneighbourandasmuchasI'd

hatetoadmitthisshehelpedmy

daughterraiseherchild..

Gobona:I'mjustsaying...Andibet

MaOlefteverythingforherreal

family..



Lolosmiledandrespectfullygreeted

hermotherwhosmiledbackand

greetedherwithahug...

Lolo:HI

Her:Hellomygirl(SherubbedMaya's

hairinagreetingmannner)HiMaya

Maya:Hello

Her:Comehaveaseat....Gobona

bringachair..

Lolo:No,I'mnotstaying...Iwasjust

sayinghibecauseitsbeenawhile

sincewemet



Her:AohaveaseatsoIcansee

Maya,howareyou?I'msorryabout

MaO...Iknowhowmuchshemeant

toyou.

Lolo:I'minahurry,saybyebyeMaya

Maya:Byebye..

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedaway

pressingherphone...

Attheguesthouse....

LaterthatmorningIslowlygotup

andstretchedmyback,Aatilewas



sittingonthechairwithheadphones

onhisearswatchingamovie...

Slowlygotupandwrappedmyself

withatowelthenirubbedhishead,

helookedatmeandremovedthe

noisyheadphonessmiling...

Aatile:Goodmorning...Breakfastis

here...

Me:Yeah,letmetakeabathfirst

Aatile:Sowhatwereyoutwotalking

aboutlastnight?

Me:Umsheaskedmetoleaveyou



aloneandassoonasiwalkoutof

hereI'mgoneforgood.

Aatile:(stoodup)What?Iregret

agreeingtohelpherwithrent..Why

wouldshesaythat?

Me:Becauseshelovesyou...

Igotintheshowerandtookoffmy

towelashestoodbythedoor...

Aatile:Lolohasnorighttocontrol

whoitalkto,meandherhave

nothinggoingon...I'mcallingher



Iclosedthetapandsteppedout

drippingwater...

Me:Pleasedon'tdothat...Shejust

losthermotherandsheisstranded,

don'tconfrontherwiththingslikethis

becauseitwillalsomakemeabad

person.

Aatile:(lookingatme)Didiiloveyou...

Me:Youalsohaveafriendcalled

Bayang

Aatile:(laughed)Ifihavetochoose

I'dchooseyouandicanseeyou

chosemeoverLolobecauseyou

wouldn'tbestandinghereifyou



choseher...StoplyingtoyourselfDidi,

youcan'tmakeeveryonehappyand

trustmeifanyonewasfacedwitha

dilemmalikethisonetheywould

followtheirheartsandapologisefor

it...Noonecanchooseyour

happinessovertheirexceptyour

mother.

Me:Minedidbutigetyourpoint..

Aatile:(smiled)Wearenotcheating

onanyone...Thelasttimeichecked

weweredumpednottheotherway

around...Theychosenottobewith

usbecausemaybeweweren'tgood

enoughorbeingwithuswasn'ta

prioritybutI'mhereandI'masking



youtopleasegivemeachanceto

loveyouandseewhereitgoes...

Helookedatmywetfaceand

swallowedlookingatmylipsthenhe

leanedoverandkissedme,hejerked

meupandputmeintheshowerthen

hepulledouthiswhitevestand

pulledoverforasteamykiss....

HeturnedmearoundasIfacedthe

mistymirrorthenherubbedthemist

offaswelookedatourselves

standinginnudeintheshowerthen

heslowlykissedmyneckpushedme



closertothemirrorasisupported

myselfwiththesink...

Aatile:(whispered)You'reminenow

okay?

Me:(breathingheavily)Yes....

Aatile:Sayit....(grabbedmyneck

pullingmetohisfaceforakiss)Say

it...

Me:(bitmylower)I'mAatile'sgirl...

I'myours...

Heliftedmybuttandteasedmewith

thetipasiheldthesinklookingat



myselfonthemirror...

Me:Putonacondom...

Aatile:Ofcourse...Isawtheminthe

drawer....

Me:Mhhhhhh...

Hepolishedhisveinedpythonand

playeditaroundmydrippingwet

pussy..

Aatile:(heartpounding)Ohfuck..Oh

fuck...Haaaa...

Me:(breathingheavily)Ah....Ah...



Igotdesperatewitheveryrubandmy

pussyautomaticallymade

contractionssensinghimatthe

entranceasheteasedmewiththetip.

Atthispointididn'tcareifhewas

wearingacondomornot...Ihad

reachedanotherlevelicouldn't

explainandhispythonwasalli

needed.STDscrossedmymindbut

thenpeoplewithHIVlookedfine

anywayandweallgoingtodieat

somepoint....Godiwaswetwaiting

forhim...



Icouldtellfromhisgrantsandhow

hischestexpandedeachtimehe

tookabreath,condomsseemedtoo

farbecausehecouldn'tletofthe

pussyandabiggerpartofhim

wantedtofeeltherealmeat...He

wantedtofeeltheheartbeatandsoft

tossesonhisskin.Hethoughtabout

STDsbut....Hewasattheentrance...

Soclose....

Aatile:Fuckthis...Iwantitraw...

Hebitlowerlipputtinghisarm

aroundmyneckputtingmeonchoke



slamandsqueezedhimselfinasi

stuckmybuttoutforhim...

Both:(roaring)Uhhhhhh....Uhhhhhh

Heletgoofmeandlookedatmein

themirrorasilookedathimthenhe

grabbedmywaistwithbothhands

and#removed.....

(explicitcontentremovedandposted

atTWIMfollowers)

*

*



*

*

*.
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Attheguesthouse....

Aatileleanedagainstthewallwhilei

laidbetweenhislegsaswewatched

amoviethenhisphonerang,he

reachedforitlookingatthescreen....



Aatile:It'sLolo

Me:(sighed)It'syourphone,you

don'thavetotellmeeachtimeshe

calls.

Aatile:(picked)Hello?

Lolo:Hey..um....I'mjustwalking

aroundthemallwithMaya.

Aatile:Doyouneedsomething?

Lolo:Notreally,justlettingyouknow

becauseweagreedI'dcomeover..

Aatile:I'llcomegetyou

Lolo:(smiled)Thanks...

Hehungupandsighed...



Aatile:Shesayssheisstrandedko

mmolongkangwana

Me:(gotup)Ok...

Iquietlyputonmyclothesandshoes

ashesatonthebedwatchingme...

Aatile:Let'sgotogether

Me:Ican't,Idon'twanthertoknow

whathappenedhere

Aatile:Idon'tunderstandwhyihave

tohidefromLolowhenshedumped

me4yearsago,howstupidisthis?



Sheisnotevenmyexbecausewe

didn'tdate...Wedidn'tevenkiss..

Nothinghappenedbetweenuswhy

doesshefeelsheisentitledtome?

Me:Womenthinkdifferent,she

thinksyou'rehersevenifyouhave

neverkissedher

Aatile:Didicanwefocusonusand

avoidtryingtoimpressfriends?A

friendwhocan'tletyoubehappyis

notafriend...Whyshouldyou

sacrificeyourhappinessforherjust

because4yearsagoshethoughti

wasarapist?Ifsheissuchafriend

whycan'tsheleaveusaloneandfind

amanwhowon'trapeherdaughter?



Me:Womenarealotmore

complicatedthanthat....Bytheway

howisyourHIVstatus?

Aatile:Idon'tknow

Me:Youdon'tknow?

Aatile:what'syours?

Me:IhavenevertestedforHIV

before

Aatile:Itested9yearsagowith

Maya'smotherwhenshewas

pregnant,thatwasthelasttime.

Shouldwetest?

Me:YesbutI'llcallyou...

Aatile:Alright...Let'sgo...



Igotmybagthenweleft...

Atthemall.....

LateronMayalaidherheadonLolo's

chestandfellasleepasshewaitedat

Debonairsoutdoorsittingareathen

Aatilepulledover,hesteppedoutand

walkedoverputtinghiskeysinthe

pocket...

Aatile:Hey...

Lolo:Hi..



Aatile:Didyoueatanything?

Lolo:No

Aatile:Canigethersoyoucanorder

something?Oryoustilldon'ttrustme?

MaybeI'llrapeherwhileputtingher

onmylap?

Shestaredathim,hewasclearlystill

angryaboutherstatementsormaybe

hewasangrybecausehecaredwhat

shethoughtofhim...

Lolo:I'mverysadthatididn'tthink

twiceaboutwhatisaid...It's

offensivetobethoughtofasachild



molesterwhenyou'renot....Butto

answeryou-Itrustyou...Andidon't

blamemyselfbecauseiwasgoing

throughaverytraumaticexperience...

Mydaughterhadnotevenhealed.

Althoughunrealisticmyfearswere

justified...

Hesighedandgentlygotherwhile

talkingtohertoavoidstartlingher...

Aatile:(softly)Maya?....Comehere...

Comehereprincess..

Shecomfortablylaidherheadonhis



shouldersasleepasLolostoodthen

hehandedherthecarkeys...

Aatile:Iforgotmywalletinthecar...

Otarehithelamoteng

Lolo:Okay...

Lolorushedtothecarwhereshe

openedandgothiswalletthenshe

sawhisphone,shequicklylookedat

Debonairsthroughthewindshield,

AatilewassmilingtalkingtoMaya

pointingatthemenuthenshe

pressedit,luckilyhedidn'thavea

passwordandshewentthroughhis



messages.

Herheartshutteredasshereadhis

messagesthenshecheckedthe

gallerywhichhadoverhundred

picturesofDidiasleeponthebed.

Lolo:(tearfully)Godishouldn'thave

touchedhisphone...

Shelockedthecarandslowlywalked

towardsDebonairswatchingas

AatileandMayalaughedarguing

aboutsomethingonthemenu..



Tearsfilledhereyesbutshetooka

deepbreathandbravelywalkedin

withasmile...

Aatile:(smiled)Andmommyishere?

Maya:(laughed)Mommyhesays

cheeseisnotyellow

Lolo:(laughed)Itdependsonwhat

typeofacheeseitis...

Aatile:Weordered,ididn'tknowwhat

toorderforyou..(hehandedherthe

moneyandputhiswalletinthe

pocket)Here



Lolo:Okay,I'llorderformyself..

Shemadeanorderandquietlysat

downholdingthereceipt...

Aatile:Areyouokay?

Lolo:Yeah,I'mfine...

Aatile:Wecanwalkaroundthemall

topassthetimeuntilthepizzais

ready..

Mommy:Yei..Ilikeyou,what'syour

nameagain?

Aatile:(laughedandliftedherup

leadingthemout)Myname....Um...



(smiledatLolo)Shoulditellherwhat

sheusedtocallme?

Lolo:Don'tdothattoher,sheisolder

shemightactuallybelieveyouand

getdisappointedwhenshefindsout

itwasallajoketoyou.

Aatile:(stoppedsmiling)What'sthat

supposedtomean?Thiswas

supposedtobeajoke,keirileeng

yaanong?

Lolo:Nevermind,I'msorry...

Maya:Mamaareyousad?

Lolo:(smiledandtouchedherarm)

NobabyI'mnotsad...



TheywalkedinPepandheputMaya

downthensherantowardsthetoy

sectionthenhereachedinhisback

pocketforthephoneand

remembereditwasinthecarthenhe

lookedatLolo'sseriousface."shit"

hethoughtastheybothapproached

Maya...

Aatile:Canwetalk?

Lolo:Aboutwhat?

Aatile:Whatyousawinmyphone...

Lolo:(tearfully)Ididn'tseeanything

inyourphone...(tearschokedherand

shequicklywalkedoutsiderubbing



hertears)I'mgoingtocheckonthe

pizza....

Aatileregrettablylookedatheras

shewalkedawaythenheturnedto

Maya...

Aatile:Heypickonethingsowecan

go,pizzaisready...

Maya:Okay...

Shepickedoneandtheyjoinedthe

queue....



Atmygrandmother's....

Ifinishedrakingandwashedmy

handsthenijoinedmygrandmother

inthehousewhereshewasapplying

lotiononherbody....

Me:Imanagedtocleantheyard

eish...Itlookedlikeagoatkraal

Her:I'mjusthappytobehome...when

areyougoingbacktothegraduation?

Me:Idon'tthinkI'llgo,whowill

remainwithyou?It'snotimportant

anyway...Icompletedmystudies

anyway.I'llcollectmydegreelater



Her:I'mprayingforyoutofindajob

andiknowyouwillwork,iwon'tdie

beforeitasteyourmoney

Me:(laughed)Don'tdie...Sowhen

lastdidyouseeKedibonye?

Her:Itwasawhileago...Bayangis

theonewhousuallycomeshereto

help

Me:WhoisBayang?

Her:Hesaidyouwerefriendsor

something...Healwayscomesby

andfetcheswaterforme,sometimes

hebuysmefruits.

Me:Youmusthaveforgottento

mentionit,ididn'tknowBayang



keepsdroppingby

Her:Imustbegettingold

Me:Iwanttogowashyourclothes

andblanke-

Myphonerangtheniwalkedout...

Me:Hey

Lolo:Areyouhome?

Me:Yes.

Lolo:Okay,I'mcomingweneedto

talk.

Me:MindifIaskwhatthisisabout?



Lolo:Youandme.

Me:Ok,bye

Ihungupandcollectedthedirty

laundry...

AtDebonairs...

AatilepushedMayaclosertothe

tableandtookaseatgrabbingafork..

Maya:Weprayfirst!Wealwayspray

beforeeating



Aatileputtheforkdownandheld

Lolo'shandandMayawiththeother...

Aatile:PrayMaya?

Maya:GodblessourfoodAmen.

Both:Amen...

TheyquietlyateasMayaatetalking

tohertoys..

Aatile:(staringinLolo'seyes)I'm

sorryforhurtingyou..

Lolo:Youdidnothingwrong,Ihaveto

getoveryou



Aatile:Getoverme?(laughedin

disbelief)You'retalkingasifyouever

lovedme

Lolo:IloveyouandI'msorrythatwe

interpretlovedifferentlyand

understandoneanother'sstruggles

differently.Youdon'tunderstandwhy

iwassoscaredtoseewhenihada

diamondandididn'tunderstandwhy

itwasoffensiveformetosayIdon't

trustyouwithmydaughterbecause

youmight....Youknow

Aatile:IlovedyouLoloandimeant

everysinglethingisaidtoyou...It

tookyou4yearstocontactmeandit

wasonlytoborrowmoneybecause



you'rebroke.Whattypeofloveisthat?

I'mbeginningtothinkyouareusing

me..Whenyouhadthatoldladyand

yourstudentallowanceyounever

talkedtomenotoncein4yearsbut

nowthatsheisdeadandyoudon't

haveallowanceyouwantme...Why

can'tibehappywithoutyou

remindingmeofwhatilost?Whatis

thepointofallthese?Ussittinghere?

Can'tyouletmemoveoninpeace?

Lolo:I'msorryyoufeellikeiwantto

useyoubutthat'snotthecase

Aatile:Wecouldhaveachievedso

muchtogethergompienoyaanabo

Mayadon'tknoweachother,o



drawbackmobotshelong.

Lolo:Drawbackisthinkingyou're

movingonbysleepingwithyour

friend'sex

Aatile:BayangandDidineverdated

Lolo:I'mangryatyouyetwedidn't

kiss,canyouimaginehowangryhe

willbesincehesleptwithher?

Aatile:Theyalmosthadsex

Lolo:(laughed)Shem...Barealmost.

Theyhadsexandiwalkedinonthem,

amokgonamiseonthefloorandI

alsodon'trememberseeinghim

removeacondomwhichcanonly

meanonething...



Aatile:Areyoutryingtohurtme?

Lolo:No,whywouldi?I'mjust

showingyouwhosheisbutthenyou

knowher,waitsegoreDidintleke

lebeletebecauseshesleepswith

marriedmen,dinightstandsgase

sepemogoene.Sexislikegreeting

peopleandIdon'twanttoimagine

theamountofSTDssheiscarrying...

(Aatile'sheartskipped)Bannalenale

tendencytolookatawomanand

assumesheishealthy,noHIV,no

STD....

Aatile:Canwejusteat?AlltheseSTD

talkismakingmelosemyappetite..



Lolo:(stoodup)I'mgoingtobuy

somethingfromtheshopbehindKFC,

iwon'tbelong..

Aatile:Sure

Maya:Byemommy...

Aatile:(smiledwatchinghergo)This

trustingmeshitisturningmeon

Lolo:(rolledhereyes)You'relosing

yourmind..

Maya:Shitisabadword

Aatile:Ooopssorry...

Theycontinuedeatingwhilewaiting

forher...



Atmygrandmother'shouse...

Lateronisatunderthetreedoingmy

grandmother'slaundryasLolo

walkedthroughthegate,isatup

lookingatherandsmiledbutshe

wasn'tsmilingandIcouldtellshe

wasangry...

Lolo:(angrily)Soyousleptwithhim

thismorningafterlyingtomeoreyou

weren'tchattingwithhiminthecar?

Heshowedmeeverythinginhis

phoneandtoldmehewasjust



passingtimejustlikeBayangwas

passingtimethesamewayBrandon

was.

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithhim,didhesay

isleptwithhim?

Lolo:Soyou'regoingtodenyit?

Didintlethemmaolebelete...Isthere

anymanyouhaven'tsleptwith?You

mustbesoloosedownthere

Me:Ican'tbeloosethansomeone

whopushedababy'sheadbecause

thesizeofadickandababyareway

toodifferent.AndatleastI'mhaving

sexattherightage,ofcoursewena

okarelaxerakereokgotshesexsale



ojewakogoform1nnakelebari,

ntogelalennakejewe,losingyour

virginityatatertiarylevelisaserious

delayandineedtocatchup,ke

ngwanammamogowenaosekawa

itekanyalenna.Youneedtoleave....

Lolo:You'renothingbutabitch,a

whore...

Me:Yousaidyoudon'twanthim,he

wasn'tevenyourex.Iffallinginlove

withAatilemakesmewickedthenI'm

proudofit

Lolo:(gotonmyface)Themmagao

kakewaratanaleAatile...Youwon't

ibileobuakamakgakga?



Sheslappedmeonthefaceand

touchedmyfacestaringatherin

shockthenshekickedmeonthe

stomachandpushedmeonthe

soapywaterasifoughttokeepmy

headupstaringattheWashing

powderparticlesfloatingonthe

water...

Me:(panicking)Lolontesawa

mpolaa...

Lolo:(angrilykneedmyback)Otaa

swabamogonnaDidiautwa?



Shestompedonmyfingersandmy

handsslippedthenifellinthesoapy

waterstrugglingtogetupandshe

kneltonmybackwithbothknees

pressingmyheadunderthewateras

Idrowned......

Liketheinserttogetaweekend

bonus.Goodnight

*

*

*

*

*



.

.
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Underthetree....

Ibegunlosingconsciousnessas

watergotinmylungswithevery

breathitriedtakinandwaterfilled

meupasislowlylosttheenergyto

fightmywayoutofthewater.I

wishedicouldtalksoicould



apologiseandpromiseherthethings

shewantedbecauseIcouldfeelmy

lifeslowlyleavingbody...

Accordingtomygrandmothershe

hadheardarguingandwonderedwho

iwastalkingandassheapproached

supportingherselfwiththe

broomstick,fromherchallenged

visionshecouldseemebendingover

thebathwashing...

Grandma:(frowned)Didi?Didihear

arguing?



Shenoticeditwasn'tmeasshe

stoodupandrubbedherwethands

onhert-shirtthensheranoff.My

grandmotherwalkedoverand

struggledpullingmyheadoutthe

waterbutIkeptslippingbackinthe

waterthenayoungboybentoverand

liftedmeoutofthebathandonthe

ground....

Grandmother:Thankyouson...Isshe

okay?

Theboyleanedoverdoingamouthto

mouthresuscitation



***

Astrongchestpresssplashedthe

waterstraightoutofmymouthand

nostrilsasigaspedforaircoughing

andcrying...

AJuniorschoolboykneelingonthe

groundquietlystoodupandreached

forhisbackpack..

Grandmother:Areyouokay?



Icoveredmyfacecryingloudlythen

theyoungboyturnedaroundwalking

awaywheniturnedaroundtothank

himhewasnowaytobefound.

Me:Whereistheboy?

Grandmother:Didheleavealready?

Wecouldhavegivenhimcoins...Was

thatLolorunningaway?TellmeI'm

mistaken

Me:It'sher...

Grandma:(angrily)Whatdidisay

aboutfriendsDidintle?Obobonye

botsalaakere?Ialwaystellyouabout

friendsbutnoyouneverlistentome...



Icontinuedcryingsittingonthesoil

asmygrandmotherstoodinfrontof

mesupportingherselfwitha

broomstickangrilyscoldingme...

Grandmother:Gakeratemonyana

yoorataaditsalakagoredimaswe,

tsalaayaagobolaahelajaanaabee

didimalabathobaithelaobodile.Haa

ratajaanalethabanelamonnagase

sepegapekemonnahelajaana.

Me:(crying)Mmamakeutule

Grandmother:(tappingherfingeron

herpalm)Koorehaesemothoa



tholaagokeletseletorokogongwele

gongwekoayangtengtsalakeye,le

aparagotshwanalehapaanela

diaparolelalalotheleakanyago

tshwana..TswamoditsaleeDidinte.

Evenasmygrandmotherscoldedme

istillcouldn'tbelieveLolotriedtokill

meandactuallyleftmeunconscious

withaweakoldwomanwhocouldn't

evengetmeoutofthewater.

Grandma:Womenwhoarealways

withfriendsdon'tsucceedinanything,

thydon'tbecomewivesbecause



relationshipsneedattentionandfull

concentration,howwillyougiveyour

manattentionwhenyou'realways

withfriends?That'swhyyouhaven't

showedmeanymanasyour

boyfriendbecauseyourboyfriendis

Lolo,sheistheoneyou'realways

with.Thisisthebesttimeforyouto

findagoodmanbecauseifyouplay

arounduntilyou'reoldyou'llbe

forcedtopickanythingthatsayswill

youmarryme.Youcan'tthinkofa

businesstostartorsomethingto

keepyourselfbusybecauseyou're

alwayswiththisgirl,you'rewasting

timeonuseless.Asahumanbeing



sometimesyouneedtimealoneto

thinkaboutthedirectionyourlifeis

taking,toevaluateyourlifeandyou

can'tdothatifyou'realwayswith

friends.Alphafemalesdon'trunin

packsDidintledoyouhearme?

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Grandmother:That'sforyoutofind

out....Tswamobotsaleng

ngwanangwanake,gasegorehao

senatsalaotaaswa...Let'sgo

inside...

Islowlygotupanddustedthemud

offmyskirtfollowingmy



grandmotherinsidewhereshesat

downandinstructedmetosit....

Grandmother:(exhaledcalmly)What

happenedoutthere?

Me:Thereisamanwhowantedher4

yearsagobutsherejectedhim,they

didn'tdoanythingtogethernoteven

tokissoranything.Thismanrecently

contactedme,weweretalkingabout

somethingelseandendedupbeing

tooclose.Wefellinloveandhedidn't

wanttohideourrelationship,monna

watengkemothoyoelenggorehe

wantsstraightthingsandheis



alwaysclearaboutwhathewants.

HeisgoodatcommunicatingbutI

feltbadcauseLolotoldmeshe

wantedhimbackbecauseMaOis

goneandshehasnoone...(tearfully)

Ijustfeellikesheisusinghimtofind

herdaughterthenextmealbecause

monnawatengoratabana.She

realisedthateachtimeshesays

somethingaboutherdaughterhe

jumpssosheisusingher.Yanongo

senyeletsannabecausennakeamo

rata.I'mdisappointedthatwhenhe

metherheshowedherourmessages

andtoldherhewasusingme.

Grandmother:Heseemsconfused



leavehimforher,you'llfindanother

onewhoisnotconnectedtoher.Cut

thembothoutofyourlifebecause

shewillendupkillingyouifyoukeep

goingbacktothisman.

Me:(tearfully)ButIlovehim-

Grandmother:Shewon'tstopfighting

youandyouknowyoudon'tknow

howtofight,thesekindsoffights

neverhandandwomenwhofight

overamanareneverhappy.Lethim

goandfocusonsomethingelse.A

goodmanwillcomeyourwayandif

itsthesameguyhewillcometoyou

withoutdrama.Loveiskindandit's

notpainful,amanwholovesyouwill



sweepyouoffyourfeetespeciallyat

thebeginning,thisoneisnotyoursif

theloveisn'tburningfromthe

beginning...Promisemethatyouwill

stayawayfromthisman

Me:I'llstayawayfromhim.

Ileanedoverandcriedasmy

grandmothercontinuedtalkingto

me....

Atthemall....

MeanwhileAatilewonderedaround



themalltokilltimeashetriedLolo's

numberagain...

Lolo:I'mcoming,whereareyou?

Aatile:MayaistiredorobetseandI

beencarryingherforalmosttwo

hoursnow,kelapilewhereareyou?

Lolo:I'mcoming,ohakae?

Aatile:MrPrice...gototheparkinglot,

I'llmeetyouthere.

Lolo:I'mcoming...

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthe

carwherehelaidMayaontheback



andfixedherskirtthenhetookoff

hist-shirtandcoveredherlower

torso...Hefixedhisvestandgotin

thefrontseatasLolojumpedinthe

carholdingasmallplastic..

Lolo:Done,I'msorryforkeepingyou

waiting...

Aatile:canwegofindyouguysa

room?Iwanttogobackandwatch

thegame...

Lolo:Okay...

Hedroveoutoftheparkinglot...



Attheclinic...

Lateroniwalkedoutofthe

consultationroomwithmypink

medicalcardandqueuedatthe

dispensaryformypills,therewastwo

ladiesinfrontofmeexcitedlytalking

aboutawedding...

Lady:Aonesaysshewantsawhite

freshflowersforherbouquetwhich

meanswealsohavetobuy

somethinglikethat...

Lady2:Freshflowersareexpensive



doesAoneknowthatnotallofthe

bridesmaidsareworking...Shecan't

expectaHollywoodweddingin

Botswana

Lady:Herhusbandispayingthe

florist..

Lady2:WhatdoesBayangdoneh

wena,isheadoctor?Ioncesawhim

passingwithIndiandoctorsbaapare

diwhitecoats.

Lady:Heisalabtechnicianin

Letsholathebehospital.

Lady2:BoAonebalakithe...Kana

bouquetisP350......Canyouimagine

havingthoseinchurchandatthe



tent...

Me:(smiled)Hi...Sorryfor

eavesdroppinglarebouquetishow

much?

Lady:P350

Me:Rebuakasethunyasamonyadi

akere?

Theybothlaughedandijoinedin

laughing...

Me:Ijustwanttobesureweare

talkingaboutthesamething

Lady:yesP350,thatflowerthatthe



brideholdsandthrowsawaywithin5

hours...Weddingswastemoney

Me:Ididn'tknowflowersarethat

expensive,dopeopleevenbuythem?

Lady2:Honeypeoplebuyflowersfor

theirweddingswithoutlookingback

akeretheywanttoimpresspeople.

Kananowadayspeoplecompetewith

weddings

Me:(thoughtfully)Ibetsomeonecan

makealotofmoneyasaflorist

Lady2:Akere!

Theygottheirpillsandwalkedaway

ashandedmycardthoughtfully......



InAatile'scar....

UB40hitsplayedasAatiledrove

slowlylookingoutthewindowwhile

Lololookedoutonhersideofthe

windowbothsearchingforavacant

house.Mayastoodbetweentheir

seatssuckingslollipop...

Aatile:Thisisexhausting,ican'tsee

anything

Lolo:Metoo...Let'sgetabreak,i

needtobathanyway.



Aatile:(turnedthesteeringwheel)

Let'sgoback,lennagakeathapa

phakela..

Hisphonerang...

Aatile:Hello?

Voice:Sir,weareatyourhouseto

loadup

Aatile:Uhsofast,managementdidn't

tellmetheywouldsendatrucktoday.

Icouldhaveleftthekeysbutmy

sisterhassparekeys.Letmetalkto

hershewillthereshortly



Voice:Thanks..

HehungupanddialedDidibutshe

didn'tpickagain....

Aatile:Didihasn'tbeenpickingmy

callssincemorning,Iwonderwhy.

Thetruckwassupposedtopickher

thingstoo

Lolo:Whattruck?

Aatile:Ohihavebeentransferredto

Maunsoiwasjustwaitingfor

managementtofinaliseeverything

akeregovernmenteslow.



Lolo:(smiled)Ididn'tknowyour

movinghere,Didithekemoloiwhy

didn'tshetellmethis..

Aatile:(thoughtfullytalkingoutloud)I

remembertellinghertoleavethe

keysunderthebrick,theseguyscan

justloadupontheirownifshetalks

tothelandlord.

Lolo:Butifshehasn'ttalkedtothe

landlordyoucan't,theywillaccuse

theguysoftheftanddelay

everything.

Aatile:(tryingDidi'snumberagain)

True...

Lolo:Mythingsaretheretoo,cani



talktomylandlordbateletsone?

Aatile:Sure...

Shedialedherlandlordandtalkedto

herthenAatilegavethetruck

directionstoherhouse...

Lolo:Soyouhaveahouselehao

robalainaguesthouse?

Aatile:It'semptysoican'tuseit.

Lolo:Ifiknewiwouldhavelong

askedyoutoaccommodateMaya's

things,MaO'srelativesaretakingher

thingsandtheymightstarttaking



Maya'sthingsfortheirchildren.Can

youtakethemtoyourhouseuntili

findahouse?

Aatile:Whatisit?

Lolo:It'sthebed,bicycles,clothes,

studytable...MaOboughtheralotof

things.

Aatile:Sure,wecandothat.

Lolo:I'llcallthemovingtruck,sohow

bigisthehouseyoubeengiven?

Aatile:It'sa2bed,howmucharethey

charging?ImightneedtheATM

machine

Lolo:P150...ImissMaya...Howis

she?



Aatile:P150isokay(smiled)Mayais

fine,stilltalkativebutnowit's

annoyingbecausesheasksdifficult

questionslikewhydoihavehairon

mychin

Lolo:(Laughed)Imissmydaughter

batho...Shemustbetall

Aatile:Sheistallnodoubtbutshe

sayssheisababy

Lolo:(laughed)ican'twaittoseeher

again....(tookoutherphone)letme

callamovingcar...

Shecalledthecar.....



AtHome....

Laterattwilightichoppedthewood

andstartedthefireasgrannysaton

thestoopdrinkingtealisteningto

Tatedisoyadikgang.Adjustingtothe

useoffireandparaffinlampwas

difficultespeciallyafterusing

electricityforsolong...

Asishovedthepapersbetweenthe

woodiknewihadtogetajobsoon

ormycitycomplexionwouldvarnish

andthewholeideaofsharingone

roomwithmygrandmotherwas



limiting,istilldidn'tknowwhereiwas

goingtoputmyhouseholdswhen

theyarrived...

Me:Mmamadoesyourploughing

fieldhavepapers?

Her:Yes,they'reinyourgrandfather's

briefcase

Me:Iwonderifthatoldfenceisstill

intact,iwanttostartgrowingflowers

Her:Flowersforwhat?

Me:Peoplebuythemforweddings,

parties,valentinesdayandothers

Her:Canyoupleasecomeupwith



somethingseriouslikegrowing

vegetables.Thatgardenisbythe

riverandyoucansellthevegetables

tobiggershops

Me:Theydon'tbuyvegetablesfrom

smallpeoplelikeus,peoplepass

SpinachsaP10outsideonlytobuyit

P15inChoppies.Iwouldn'tmake

money

Her:Whoisgoingtobuyflowers

whentherearebeautifulplastic

flowersforfunerals?Haveyouseen

howbeautifulfakeflowersare?Do

yourememberyourgrandfather's

funeral?



Me:Thatisaveryimportantpointfor

metoconsider,ishouldwritethat

downonmybusinessplankodi

strengthandweaknesses

Her:Howmuchwillyousellaflower?

P5

Me:(laughed)Aummama...Dithunya

diaturammaijoo...(pickedapieceof

wood)abundlethissizeisP350

Her:(frownedshocked)Hee?

Me:(laughed)Yes...Abundlethesize

ofSpinachtsaP15whenitcomesto

flowersitsP350andthat'sthe

minimumprice.

Her:Sowhenareyoustartingthe



business?

Me:(laughed)Idon'tknow...Ihaveto

findmoneytogolookatthegarden

andseehowmuchworkshouldbe

done,I'msuretreeshavegrownthere.

I'llhavetofenceandfindawayof

watering..Choosingthetypeof

irrigationsystemI'llusethenbuy

shades,flowersaresensitiveand

Maunisveryhot...I'mverystressed

becausealltheseneedsmoneybuti

havenothing.Kooreihavetostart

withsmallerbusinessestoraise

moneytostartthisbusiness

Her:Yes,pleasedoeverythingyou

can...Thisbusinesssoundslikea



furtuneandcheckthegovernment

grantsandsponsorship,ialwayshear

somethingaboutitontheradio...

Iboiledbathingwaterwithabig

metalbucketonthefireandwalked

inthehousewhereilittheparaffin

lamp...

Me:Mmamayousaidyoudidn'tuse

cookinggasakere?

Mmama:Idon'tlikethatthing,the

stoveonitsownisveryscarywhenit

catchesfire.

Me:(laughed)Othusitsemma,nkabo



keapaakaiiyaana?

Igotstartedondinnerandsatspread

acarpetshehadmadefromMaize

mealsackstheniputablanketand

satdowntypingmytodolistforthe

businessandthetotalcostofthingsi

needed.

Icheckedmyphoneandfound

Aatile'smissedcallsthenistepped

outoflelwapatogetawayfrommy

grandmother,shewouldkillmeifshe

knewiwastalkingtohim...



Aatile:Hello

Me:Hi,Isawyourmissedcalls.

Aatile:Thetruckisloading

households,talktothelandlordso

theycangetyours.

Me:Okay,I'lldothatjustnow.Are

youwithLolo?

Aatile:Yeah..

Me:Weneedtotalk

Aatile:I'llpassbylaterbecausethere

arethingsyouhidfrommelikethe

factthatyouactuallyhadsexwith

Bayang,didn'tyousayyougot

interrupted?



Me:We....Hedidn'tcum....We..

Aatile:SeriouslyDidi,whoareyou?

Kooreoneminuteyou'rethis

innocentmisunderstoodpersonand

thenextyou'reexactlywhatyouwere

mistakenfor

Me:Isthatwhyyoushowedherour

conv-

Aatile:I'mdisappointedinyou

Me:Canyoulistentom-

Aatile:Didyouevenuseprotection?

Me:Weusedprotect-

Aatile:Andyou'realiar.Whenicome

seeyouIwanttohearnothingbutthe



truth,betransparentwithme.

Me:Okay

Hehungupthenisighedandwalked

back...

AtAatile'sHouse...

Aatilehungupandwalkedinthe

housewhereLolowaspackingthings

inthesecondroom..

Aatile:Hey...

Lolo:Hey...WhereisMaya?



Aatile:Sheisplayingonthatswing

Lolo:(laughed)Ibetthepeoplewho

stayedhereareintroublegobaitwa

swingMayaeneibilesetseaitiketse

mogoyone

Aatile:(laughed)andsheissinging

andswinginglikeit'shers...

Lolo:Doyouhaveyourbathingsetin

thecar?

Aatile:Yeah,ididn'ttakeitout

becausetheguesthousehaditsset

Lolo:I'llgetthebathroomreadyfor

youthen..

Aatile:Cool...



Lolo:Canwetalk?

Aatile:Sure...

Hewalkedoverandsatnexttoher

facingher...

Lolo:Iknowthatihavedisappointed

youbeforeandyoudon'ttrustme,it's

okaythat'swhatmakesushuman.

I'msorryforhurtingyoubutthatwas

4yearsago,let'sputitbehindusand

tryagain..I'mherewithMayaready

todoexactlywhatyouaskedfor.You

saiduntilI'mreadytogetintothis

relationshipwithmydaughterlike



youaregettinginwithyoursyoucan't

bewithme.Yousaidyouwon'tbe

withmeifidon'ttrustyouandnowi

do..Iloveyouandyouknowyoulove

meotherwiseyouwouldn'tbehurt,

youwouldn'tstillbebitterafterall

theseyears.Let'sgiveourchildren

thefamilytheydeserve...Weboth

loveourchildrenandtheyloveone

another,I'msureboMayawouldlove

tomeetagainliketheydidbefore....

Thishousecanbeyourfreshstart.

Let'sfillitwithbeautifulmemories..

Thisisourchildren'sroomandthatis

ours...Thisyardisours...



Aatileswallowedlookinginhereyes

andtheoldfeelingsburnedfrom

deepwithin,thenewshewaited4

yearstohearfinallycameoutofher

mouth...

Aatile:Whydidyoutakesolong?

Lolo:I'msorry..

Aatile:IsleptwithDidithismorning..

Lolo:(smiledtearfullyandkissedhim)

Andyou'rehonest,howsexyisthat?

Aatile:Howdoieventellherthis?It's

goingtolooklikeIusedher.

Lolo:Youdidn'tuseherandshehas



otheroptions...shelovesBayangand

youknowDidiisnotaboutserious

relationships.

Aatile:Yeahbut-

Lolo:Butnothing,justtellherstraight

toherfacelikeyoueasilytoldme

abouther.

Aatile:(lookingatheruncertain)I

hopeyoureallylovemeLolowaitse?

Lolo:WhatshouldIdotoproveit?

Aatile:(smiled)It'sokay...Iloveyou

too...

Heleanedoverandkissedherputting



hishandunderherskirtthenshe

grabbedhishand...

Lolo:Caniswitchoffthelights?

Aatile:(smiledandkissedher)No...I

wanttoseeyou...

Lolo:(reluctantly)Letmegocheckon

Maya..

Aatile:Okay..Whatisit?

Lolo:KetshotseMayakaoperation..

Aatile:So?

Lolo:Theydidn'tdoproperly

Aatile:Sowhat?Letmesee...

Lolo:Howaboutnexttime?



Aatile:Alright...(stood)Letmego

talktoDidi...

Atmygrandmother'shouse.....

Laterthateveningiapproachedthe

carandAatiledeemedthelights,igot

inamdclosedthedoor...

Me:Hi...

Aatile:Hey....whatdidyouwantto

talkabout?

Me:Youcangofirst...

Aatile:Ineedabreak...



Me:What?

Aatile:EverythingisgoingfastandI

don'twanttohurtyou.

Me:Justbehonestokay?Youdon't

havetosugarcoat-

Aatile:Okayit'sover...Andit'snot

you,it'sme...IloveLoloandpartof

mebelievessheismatureenoughto

handleafamily.That'sthemost

importantthingformeina

relationship,awomanwhocanlook

afterourchildrenresponsibly,a

womanwithsoberhabits...Maya's

motherdrinksthat'swhykesarate

mosadiyoonwangbojalwakanao



ratangdiparty...Ineedawomanwho

isreadytotaketheroleofawife.

Me:(tearfully)Idrankonceinmylife-

Aatile:I'mnotdisputingthatbutLolo

ismuchmoremature.I'm8years

olderthanyouguysI'mnotlooking

foragirlfriendIwantawife,someone

whoknowsathinkortwoaboutlife

struggles.Loloogodilethaloganyo

wenaomonyenyane

Isteppedoutofthecarandslammed

thedoor...

Me:Bye



Iwalkedawaycoveringmymouth

tightlyastearsblurredmyvision.....

AWEEKLATER...

LikeforanotherBONUS

*

*

*

*

*.

[9/3,11:29PM]MadamDee:Wicked



Me

✴12

Atthegraveyard....

IwatchedfromthecrowdasLolo

sobbedwhilstMaO'scoffinwent

downthegrave,shewasn't

acknowledgedorevengivena

chancetopaythelastrespectwith

familybythrowingabitofthesoil

likeMaO'ssocalledclosefamily

members...



Aal:(slowly)Boitshwarejwamodimo

jonakeabobatla

Akeboutlwemopelon

Eebolelelang

Kemopoifongkemofifing

Kemoditlalelong

Theslowsongsandpeoplecrying

gotmeemotionalsuddenlyirealise

onedayimightburymygrandmother

andthethoughtonitsownsaddened

me,tearsfilledmyeyesasilookedat

Lolocrying,ifeltalittlesorryforher

becauseiknewsheneverhadtimeto



mournMaOshehadtotakecareof

herdaughter'sneedsfirst.Ibetithad

justsunkinthatMaOwasindeed

goneforgood...

Iwalkedthroughthecrowdandstood

nexttoherasshelookeddown

cryingtheniputmyarmaroundher,

sheturnedaroundandlookedatme

surprisedandsmiledgladlywith

reddishswolleneyes...

Me:Sorry..

Shehuggedmetightlycryingasi



rubbedherbackthenwebothturned

aroundandlistenedtothepastor...

***

Lateronpeopledispersedgoingto

theircarstoheadhomeforthelast

partoftheservicetheniwalked

towardsahalfemptyvanigotaride

fromearlierbutLoloranbehindme...

Lolo:Hey...Canigiveyouaride?

Me:No,itsokayigotaride..

Lolo:Iknowbut...Canwegotogether?



Me:It'snotnecessary

Lolo:Please,foroldtimesake...

Me:(sighed)Okay...

IfollowedhertoAatile'scar,amongst

thecrowdwashermotherwalking

towardsanothervan...

Me:yourmotherisoverthere?

Lolo:Saythingslikethatandyou'llgo

backtothevantoo

Me:(laughed)Uhu

Lolo:(laughed)Iknowyou'retelling

methattochallengeme



WelaughedawkwardlyasIgoton

thepassengerseatthenshejoined

thelongqueueofcars.

Therewassilenceinthecarwiththat

awkwardnessyougetafterhavinga

bigfightwithyourverybestfriend,

theoneyoudeeplymissbutwon't

admitbecauseitwillmakeyouthe

stupidone.Themostawkwardpart

beingthatyoucanseeshewantsto

makeupwithyoubutshedoesn't

knowhowtostart...



Istillfeltguiltyforsleepingwith

Aatileknowingshewantedhimback,

iknewshewashurtandthewayshe

keptsecretlyglancingatmeicould

tellshewonderedifihadbruises

fromherbeating.

Weusedtofightgrowingupandwe

wouldbetoldtostayawayfromeach

otherthenwewouldmakeupand

secretlybefriendsagainuntil

everyonegaveupbutthatone

particularfightwasthefirstofour

adulthoodandthingswereextremely

awkward...



Lolo:(brokethesilence)Ilikeyour

skirt..Itlooksgoodonyou.

Me:Yougaveittome

Lolo:Iknowijustdidn'tknowwhatto

say,alltheseawkwardnessismaking

menervous...

Shepulledoverandturnedtome

tearfully...

Lolo:(swallowed)Caniseeyourback?

Me:Idon'thavebruises

Lolo:Letmesee...



Iturnedaroundliftingmytopthen

shetouchedmeandpressed

somewherewhereithurt..

Me:Ouch...

Lolo:Youhavetwobruises...Ithink

itsweremykneeswere.....Didyougo

totheclinic?

Me:Yeahbutigotpainkillersonly.My

backwaspainfulbutididn'twantto

explainmuchsoididn'tmentionmy

backorneck,I'mfinethough.It's

nothing...



Iturnedaroundtohertearfully

puttingherhandstogetherlikeshe

wasprayingexceptcrying...

Lolo:(shakyvoice)I'msorry...Its

beeneatingmeinsidebutiwas

afraidtocomebecauseithought

you'dbeatmebackorsomething..

Me:Don'tworryaboutit...Itsfine

Lolo:NopleaseI'msorry...Ibetyour

grandmotherhatesme,ijustran

away,ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher,

iwasashamed.

Me:Ipassedoutandshehadto

struggletokeepoutofthewater,



someboyhelpedmebutdon'tworry

aboutit,sheisanelderlyshewon't

understand.

Lolo:Pleaseforgivemeforputting

myhandsonyou.Itwaschildish

Me:Lolocomeon...Itsnotabigdeal,

iforgiveyou..(smiled)Butnotuntil

youforgivemeforsleepingwithyour

crushslashimaginaryboyfriend.

Lolo:(laughedandpointedatme)

Imaginary?Really?

Me:Wellyoudidn'twanthimandsaid

youwereputtingyourfootdown

hewehewestrongwomanandthen

heissuddenlyyourClyde?



Lolo:Itoldyouwhatchangedmy

mindthough,lovecomesindifferent

ways.

Me:Okayyesyoudidandi

understandbutigotalittleselfish

andforgotallaboutthecodesoI'm

sorry.IknowI'dthrowafitifiknew

yousleptwithBayangthoughidon't

wanthim.Itwouldmakemequestion

youandourfutureinrelevancetomy

boyfriends.I'msorryforcrossingthe

line,Aatilewasanogoareaishould

havejustgottenridofthat

temptation...Pleaseforgiveme

Lolo:(smiled)Youstillhaven't

forgivenmefirst



Me:(smiled)Okay,let'sdoittogether?

Both:(hugged)Iforgiveyou...

Wesighedbackawkwardlythenhe

drovethecarjoiningthelongqueue

ofcars....

Lolo:Isawyouradvertsaboutselling

someofyourhouseholds

Me:Yeah,iwanttohaveasmall

tuckshopwhilestillsearchingfora

jobsothatIcanhavemoneyforthe

pads.

Lolo:That'sabrilliantidea,I'msureit



willmakemoney.(laughed)You

alwayslikedsellingsweetsatschool

Me:Mxmandthentheteacherwould

makemepickallthepapersbecause

shesaidashopmustbekeptclean

Lolo:(laughed)andthenI'dbeforced

tohelpyoubecauseyouwere

wastingmytimewhichwasn'tfair

becauseyourefusedtogivemeon

credit

Me:Becauseyouneverpaidme,i

alwayshadtoaskformymoneyover

andover

Lolo:Youknowkenekebonamadi

kasewelosohokeasetsengteng



fiveshelengtabekebatagoikutusa

mabudulawenaobatakegoduela

Me:(laughed)Neokaithelapeloya

gagoerileshiroko!Nkaregatwekene

kegokopilegokolotadisweets

tsame

WelaughedassheparkedinMaO's

yardthenwejoinedthecrowdasthe

speakersummerisedthelastpartof

theburialservice....

Uncle:(concluded)Andthedeceased

retiredfromtheministryoftradeand

industry7yearsago.Sheleaves



behindamother,threesisters,a

goddaughterandhergrandchild

(relativeslookedathimwithevileyes

andhecontinuedtalkinglikehe

couldn'thearthemmurmuring)

whomsheadoredlikeshewasher

bloodgrandchild.I'mgladthislittle

girlgaveMaObrighterdaysduring

herlastdays.Themedicalrecords

showsshewasawareshehadulcers

butlivedlifetothefullest.Mayher

soulrestinpeace...

Me:(whispered)Didyouknowshe

hadulcers?



Lolo:(whisperedback)weird,I'mjust

hearingaboutitnow...Howcouldshe

nottellme?

Me:Sheprobablydidn'twanttoworry

you....

MC:(concludedthevoteofthanks)

andthankyouverymuchforyour

supportlekamoso,apulaelenele.

Pleaseremainseatedmetsinyanaa

tengkahabotsadi,thankyou...

Westoodupandwalkedtowardsthe

carthentheunclefromearlierhurried

behindusashisjacketwaved



around...

Uncle:Aloneright?

Lolo:Eerra

Uncle:Pleaseremainbehind,wehave

afamilymeetingandyoushouldbe

there

Lolo:No,it'sfine.Idon'twantto

intrudeor-

Uncle:Pleasegetbackandwaitfor

themeeting

Lolo:No,it'so-

Me:(elbowedherandsmiledatthe

uncle)Shewillwait,thankyouvery



much...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway

thenLolomassagedherbreast..

Lolo:Ouch...Youhitmybreast

Me:Ishoulddrownyou,can'tyousee

thereissomethingimportantyou

probablyhavetohear?

Lolo:MaO'ssistersareevilDidi,

thereisabsolutelynothingwaitse

tota?

Me:Theydidn'ttrytodrownyouso

theycan'tbethatbad



Lolo:Iknowyou'regoingtoholdthis

againstmeforthenextyenyears..

Me:Youknowit....

Wewaitedforhoursuntileveryone

wasgonethenwejoinedthefamily

insidethehouse,relativeslookedat

uswithevileyesandweweren't

comfortablesittingthereatall,ifeyes

weregunstheywouldhavelongshot

us...

Amanwalkedinwithabriefcase

andgreetedeveryonethenheopened

thecaseandtookoutseveralpapers



out....

Him:ThisisthelastwillofOnkarabile

Motswere,ifyou'rehearingthevoice

ofTinasheNcubereadingthistheni

amnomoreandpleasebeatease

foriamrestingwiththeangels...To

mybelovedmother,ilivethisvery

house..Theoneweareallsittedin.

(everyonesmiledawkwardly)Thank

youforraisingme.Tomybeloved

nieceRachelMotswereileavemycar,

youngladythankyouforalways

beingavailablewheneverineeded

help.UncleJohnMotswereiknowif

Aloneispresentisbecauseyou



insistedtogetherwiththelawyer,

that'showmuchiknowyou.Ileave

toyoumylatehusband'stractorand

the8hactoresfield,iknowyouwill

makeuseofit.Tomybelovedgrand

daughterMayaMowana,ileave

behindmyhouseinSediewhichwill

beprotectedbyAloneMowanauntil

Mayais18.AloneI'dadviseyoutolet

thoseUKtenantsremainthereand

usethatmoneytosurvive,itshould

beenoughtorentyouagoodhouse

andprovideyouwithgroceriestoo,

pleasealwaysrenovatethehouseif

youwanttohavetenantsofhigh

quality.Thankyouforyourtime,I



wishyougoodluckandhappiness,i

amatmyrestingplace.Signed,

OnkarabileMotswere.

ThelawyerfoldeditasMaO'ssisters

lookedatoneanothersurprised..

Sister1:Isthatpaperreal?Whatifits

fake?WhywouldMaOleavesucha

bighouseattheprimespotforagirl

shedoesn'tknow?

Uncle:Youdon'tknowthegirl

becauseyoudon'tknowMaO,I'mso

gladshemadethingseasierwitha

will,shesavedmetheenergyof



fightingyoutomakesurethatlittle

girlgotsomethingfromher

grandmother.(stoodup)Lawyere

weditsetirobetsho,wewillseehim

tocollectourcertificatesandneeded

legalpaperstoclaimourinheritance.

Apologiestothosewhoneverloved

theirfamilyandthenget

disappointedwhentheydon'tget

nothing...

LoloandIlookedatoneanotherin

shockwithalittlesmilebutwe

couldn'thugbecausewedidn'twant

tobeinsensitivetoMaO'smother...



Lawyer:(toLolo)Pleasesignhere

andhere...Thiswillhelpyouchange

ownershipoftheproperty.

Sister:(gaspedremembering)She

didn'twriteanythingaboutthesaloon?

I'mtakingmysister'ssaloon

Sister2:Whyshoulditbetakenby

you?

Sister3:Kanakehoo

Lawyer:Ladies...alittlesilencewould

do,I'mtryingtogetpeopletosign..

Sister:(walkingaway)Mxm



Mzimbakweyowahetelelayaanong

nxla..Fakelawyer..

TheywalkedoutasLoloandthe

otherfamilymemberssighed....

Nearmygrandmother'shome...

LaterthatmorningLoloparkedthe

carashortdistancefromhome...

Lolo:(sighed)Ithinkyou'reokayhere,

yourgrandmothermightkillme

Me:(smiled)Thanks...



Sheopenedherpurseandgaveme

P100...

Lolo:Pleasegetanointmentforyour

back,it'salittledark...Ekarego

kgaletsemadi..

Me:Lolocomeon..Youdon'thaveto

dothat..Iknowyoufeelbadthat's

enough.

Lolo:Idon'tknowwhatgotteninto

me

Me:Canwejustnottalkaboutthat

rightnow,girlyouhaveabighouse

whichgivesyouP6500permonth,I



didn'tevenknowtherearehouses

thatexpensive...Itslikeyou're

working.Mayawillnevergohungry...

(smiled)I'msohappyforyou...

Shetearfullythoughtaboutitand

lookedatme...

Lolo:I'msolucky,ididn'tseethisone

Iswear...

Me:(laughed)Metoo,goand

celebratewithyourlittlefamily...

Lolo:(stoppedsmiling)Aboutthat...

CanwetalkaboutAatile?



Me:Sure..

Lolo:Wearefriendsbutheismyman

andthatmeansyoudon'ttalktohim

orcallhimoranythinglikethat...It's

alreadyawkwardthatyoudidwhat

youdidbutyou'remybestfriendand

heismyman.Idon'ttrustmenbuti

trustyou...Shoulditrustyou?

Me:Yes...I'llnevertalktohimagain

butleenetalktohimjusttomake

surehedoesn'tinnocentlycallme

andthingsgetawkwardformeand

youagain.

Lolo:Wealreadytalked,hedeleted

youryournumberandmademe



promisenottotellBayanganything.

Me:Okay,iunderstand...

Lolo:(seriouslystaringatme)I'm

seriousaboutthis,idon'tknowwhat

I'lldotoprotectmyfamilybutiknow

I'mpreparedtosellmysoultothe

devilhimselfjusttokeepmyfamily

together.

Me:(swallowed)Youdon'thaveto

threatenme,iwon'tdoanything...I

thoughtyoutrustedme

Lolo:Iloveyoubutidon'tknowifI

fullytrustyoubutthegoodthing

abouttrustisthatitcanbeearned.

Me:Youcantrustme...



WesmiledandhuggedthenIstepped

out...

Me:Bye

Lolo:Byelove...

Ourlastconversationmademe

realisejusthowmuchIfearedher,

thewayshelookedintomyeyes

remindedmeofthedayshedrowned

mebutiknewitwouldeventually

wearoffafteriprovingmyselftoher...



AtAatile'shouse....

MeanwhileBayangandAatilewelded

thechildren'splayground,Bayang

supportedthemetalbarasAtie

weldedthenhesteppedbackputting

downthemachine...

Bayang:Perfect...

Aatile:Definitely...Gosetsepainting

hela...

Bayang:HowisDidi?

Aatile:Whyareyouaskingme?

Bayang:SheisLolo'sfriendobviously



youseeorhearhowsheisholdingup

Aatile:Ohokay...Ithinksheisfine....

Stillwanttoknockheruporit's

alreadydone?

Bayang:Ididn'tdoitandmaybeit'sa

goodthing...Ithoughtaboutwhat

yousaid.Abouthowitwouldaffect

herandthebaby,idon'twanttodo

thattomychildandDidialreadyhas

aholeinherheartbecauseher

motherleftandhadahappilyever

afterwithherlittlefamily.Ibetshe

doesn'twantthatforherchild...

Aatile:Really?Ithoughtsheisan

orphan



Bayang:Hermotherleftherwiththe

oldladyandgotmarried,hadkids

andenjoyedlife.SkabonaDidia

sotegaiaanahermotherhas2cars

andstaysinathreebedroomhouse

withherhusbandandtwochildren.

Aatile:ThatmusthardIdidn'tknow...

Bayang:Hergrandmothertrustsme

leenesouh...Itookyouradviceand

justdecidedtolethergoinpeace.

Aatile:Isee...

Aatilegrabbedabigbrickandthrew

itawayfromthechildren's

playgroundthenasmallslimsnake



curledhisboot...

Aatile:(stompinghisfoot)Whatthe

fuck!Heelang...

Hestompedmovingbackandthe

littlesnakeranoffasBayang

squasheditwithastone...

Bayang:Kemosininithemonna,

doesn'tbite..

Aatile:(sighed)Shit...Thefuck!It

almostgavemeaheartattack...

Bayang:(laughed)Kanayougrewup



inthecityronakomorakengre

tshidileletsone..

Aatile:I'lllookfortheexterminator

contacts,gakerateditshidinyana

nna...

Theycarefullyrolledthebricksand

clearedthechildren'splayground...

Atmygrandmother's....

Lateronirakedunderthetreeand

laidtheragdownthenablanketand

apillow...



Itwasahotdaybuttheshadowwas

thickandthewasasoftwindthat

calledfornudity,Itookoffmyt-shirt

andputitonmychesttheniliftedmy

feetupthemophanetreetrunkand

readMillsandBoon....

Icouldnevergetoverthepowerof

literatureandtheflowofwords,I

smiledemotionallyreadinga

romanticsceneandevenblushed,a

lizardfellonmychestandits

softnessasitrandownmystomach

mademyskincrawlasijumpedand



dusteditawayscreaming...

Itranoffasitookadeepbreath

pickingmynovelfromtheground,my

grandmotherwalkedoutsupporting

herselfwithabroomstick...

Her:Didi?Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine...

Her:What'sgoingon?

Me:Alizardfellonme,ithoughtit

wasasnake...

Mygrandmotherquietlylookedatme



andwalkedbackinsidewithouta

word,itwasreallyawkwardbuti

figureditmustbethatshethoughti

washavinganotherfightagainwith

Lolo...

Igotmybookandlaiddownreading

thenacarstoppednexttome,Aone

steppedoutandstoodnexttome

holdingherbigbump...

Aone:Stayawayfrommyhusband

doyouhearme?Allowhimcloseto

youagainandyouwillwonderifGod

exists.I'llfightformymarriagewith



everyfibreinmybodyandI'lldo

everythingtoprotectmyfamilyfrom

vultureslikeyou.Otherwomenare

buildingfamiliesandpeoplelikeyou

thinkyoucanjustmessthatupand

leaveScottfree?Notwithme...I'm

warningyou...TrustmeI'mcivil

becauseI'mpregnant,don'tdouble

crossme....iknowyousleptwith

Bayangsothaticancalloffthe

weddingorsothathecanchangehis

mind,you'resick!(lookedaround)

Andgetajob,thispovertyisnot

funny..

Shegotinthecaranddroveoffasi



sattherelookingather...

AtAatile'shouse...

LaterthateveningLoloservedthe

familywithdinnerthentheyheld

handsandbowedtheirheads...

Aatile:Fatherthankyouforourdaily

bread,blessthehandsthatprepared

thismealandprotectusfromevil,

giveourchildrenlovingheartsand

strengthentheirsisterhood,givemy

partnerthewisdomtohelpmelead

thisfamilyintherightdirectionand



mostofallfathergivemethe

strengthtodostandagainstthetest

oftimeandcomeoutstrong.Give

methepowertolove,respectand

pampermyotherhalftherightway.

Amen..

Lolo:(smiled)Amen...

Kids:Amen....

Lolo:(sighed)Thereissomethingyou

shouldsee...(handedhimthe

envelope)Igotthataftertheburial...

Hegottheenvelopeandreadthrough

thenhesmiledandkissedher...



Aatile:Whydogoodpeopledieearly?

Thiswomanwasanangelsent

specificallyforMayawaabona?

Lolo:istillcan'tbelieveit...

Aatile:Let'seat...

Everyonesmilednaughtilywaitingfor

herLolotoopenthelidofherplate,

sheinnocentlyliftedthelidreadyto

eatandfoundringthenshelookedat

Aatile...Thechildrenbustedinto

laugherthenshelaughed...

Lolo:what'sthis?



LittleMaya:Mamawill...Will...

Maya:(laughed)Wepractisedthis

yesterdayyouforgot?

Both:(loudly)Mamawillyoumarry

daddy?

Aatilegottheringandgotonhis

kneethenLolosmiledemotionally

givingoutherhand...

Lolo:OfcourseI'llmarrydaddy...

(laughed)Youtwoarecrazy,you

connivedwithyourdaughterstodo

this,youthreecankill...



Aatile:Iloveyou...

Heputitonherfingerandkissedher

asthechildrenlaughedcoveringtheir

mouths...

Lolo:(laughedandwhispered)Oh

shit,didyounoticewedidthenosex

beforemarriageshit?

Aatile:(laughedandkissedher)Ena

ke6yearsesajewekukuyame,ntse

keabala...Ketilegoedirelamathata

onourweddingnight

Lolo:(giggled)Stopscaringme...



Theylaughedandkissedthenthey

satandhadtheirdinnerasthey

chattedloudlywiththeirgirls

laughingandpointingwithforksas

theytalked...

4MONTHSLATER....

Morelikesforanotherweekend

bonus!

*

*

*



*

*.

[9/3,11:30PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴13

AtAatile'sHouse...

Alargesnakecurleditselfbythe

cornerofthebedroom,solargeit

wasthesizeofatractortyre,itslowly

curdleditselflikeablackmillipede

thendeliveredbabysnakeswhichran

acrossthefloorlike3Dsperm



demonstration,theyallgotonthe

bedandonAatilehissingonhis

chestmakinghisskincrawlashe

struggledtomoveandnomatterhow

muchhetriedtoscreamhehadno

voice,itwasasifsomethingwith

specialpowerswasholdinghim

down.....

Lolo:(shakinghim)Atile?Attie?

Heleapedupfromthesleepand

lookedatthecornerofthehousebut

therewasnosnake,thenhesaton

theedgeofthebedrubbinghisface



asLolostoodinfrontofhimandput

hisheadonhertummyrubbinghis

back....

Lolo:Wereyouhavinganightmare?

Aatile:Yeah...(stood)Whattimeisit?

Lolo:It'salmost,gotakeabath.....

Aatile:Thanks...

Hewalkedacrossthepassageand

sawthegirlssittingatthedining

tablefullydressedintheiridentical

uniformandsamecolorofribbon..



Aatile:Morningguys

Both:Morningdaddy!

Hewalkedinthebathroomand

leanedoverstandinginfrontofthe

mirrorlookingathimself,hehad

thosekindsofdreamsseveraltimes

nowandhewasbeginningtofear

goingtosleep...

MeanwhileLolofixedlunchboxesfor

hetdaughtersandsortedtheirbags

thenshewalkedbehindthemputting

themontheirbags...



Maya:Somomihaveanidea....

Lolo:(laughed)Can'twaittohearthis

one...

Maya:IthinkweshouldcallMaya

Babybecausesheistheonlybaby

aroundhere,sheisthelastbornright?

Lolo:(laughedandkissedMayaon

thecheek)Ithinkthatmightwork,

you'rebrilliantthat'swhyyou'rethe

oldest

"Baby":SoifI'mthebabyidon'tdo

thedishesright?(smilednaughtily)I

thinkIlikethatidea...Weshouldtell

daddytoosohedoesn'tmakeme

pickthetoys,babiesdon'tpicktoys



right?

Maya:You'reabigbaby,you'llpick

thetoysunlessyoustopplayingand

drinkmilkallday

Lolo:(laughed)Yougirls....

MinuteslaterAatilesteppedoutof

thebathroominhisshortswalkingto

thebedroom...

"Baby":Heydad...Mayasaysishould

becalledBabybecauseitsconfusing

withbothofusbeingMaya'ssosince

I'mthebabyofthefamilyitmeans

youwon'tmakemepickthetoys



right?

Atilesmiledandwalkedbackquietly

thenheleanedoverandkissedBaby

onthecheekthenhepointedatthe

toys...

Atile:IloveyouBaby,assoonasyou

finisheatingpickthosetoysokay?

Hewalkedawayandeveryone

burstedintolaughterasBabyshook

herheaddefeated...



Baby:(sheslappedherforehead)Oh

man!

Theschoolbushonkedoutside...

Lolo:Alrighttheschoolbusishere....

Theybothgotdownfromthedinner

chairsandeachdroppedakisson

hercheekastheyranoutthenshe

stoodatthedoorwatchingthem,

theywavedatherwithcutesmiles

andshewavedbackthensheclosed

thedoor...



InthebedroomAtileputonhisvest

andformalclothesthenhewalked

out,hepausedbythepassageashe

heardthewaterrunninginthe

bathroomthenheopenedandstuck

hisheadin,Alonequicklyblockedher

Csectionareaandsmiled...

Hewalkedinandkissedherasshe

kissedbackreluctantly...

Lolo:(giggling)Babekeathapa

tsamaya...



Heliftedheroutofthetubandput

herdownasshekeptthewashing

ragonherscar...

Lolo:Attiestop....

Heforcefullykissedherasshetried

pullingback...

Lolo:(seriously)Pleasestop!

Heletgoofherandglaredather...

Atile:Whenarewehavingsex?



Lolo:Ithoughtwearegoingto

weddingforafterthewedding

Atile:Weddingpreparationstakea

longtime..

Lolo:Don'tbeaspoiltbratigiveyou

theworld'sbestblowjobs

Atile:Kebatakukuakere...Gapenna

nkasegorogekolenyalong,kehela

peoplebecauseyou'resexy...

(touchingher)You'retemptingandif

wearegoingtogetmarriedyoureally

needtoshowmethisscarofyours...

I'mfatherandafterwhatyoutoldme

iwentontheInternetandGoogled

picsofCsectionsgonebad...Iknow



itcaneatawayyourselfconfidence

butyouhavetotrustme..Nnagake

hevelesexmohihing...Iknowyou

havestretchmarks,iknowyou

breastfedourdaughterandIdon't

expectyoutobeabarbiedoll,you're

amother...(walkedclosertoherand

kissedhermurmuringonherlips)

Andyou'remywife...Iworkina

hospital,iamawareofalotofthings

andthatoperationisgoingtobe

fixedwhenwehaveourson,okay?

Hekissedherasshekissedback

emotionallythenhestoppedand

smiled...



Atile:(smiledandwinkedather)

Thinkaboutit...Iloveyou...

Heclosedthedoorbeforeshecould

answerthenshesmiledputtingher

handsonherchestblushing...

Lolo:Iloveyoutoo...

Minuteslatershewalkedouttying

herrobeasAtilegrabbedhiswhite

coatandwalletonthetablethenhe

walkedoverandkissed...



Atile:Ihavetogo,ohbythewayiwas

talkingtomydad.Hewantsyour

mother'scontactdetailssotheycan

sendpeopletostartthenegotiations.

Lolo:Okay,I'llforwardthem.So

they'rereadytostartpato?

Atile:Yeah

Lolo:Okay...

Shefixedhistieandkissedhim...

Lolo:Haveagoodday

Atile:Youtoo...



Hesteppedoutandgotinthecaras

Lolosmiledleaningagainstthe

doorframe...

Atile:Iloveyoursmile,itsfunny..It

makesmelaugh..

Lolo:(laughedblushing)Akoo

tsamaekwa...Andyoumustborrow

methecarintheafternoon,Iwantto

goseemymotherandtellhershe

willreceiveacall

Atile:Youcandropkeatworkand

returnwiththecar,Bayangwilldrop

meoffafterwork..



Lolo:Okay,takekeapare

Aatile:Therobeisokayakereyou're

justdroppingmeoff.

Lolo:Alright..

Shejumpedinandhedroveoffashis

fathercalled...

Attie:Hello?

Him:AtileI'mwithyouruncleshere

wearediscussingthis,iwastelling

themthattheyoungwomanyou're

marryinghasafiveyearoldgirland

theywantedtoknowifyou'retaking



hertooorshehasafather?

Attie:Oh,I'malsotakingher..

Uncle:Gotsayakgomolenamane

goaturamotogolo,oipaakantseko

pateng?They'regoingtochargeyou

8,000forthedaughterandbogadi

mightbe12,000andthosearejust

theothercharges,osure?

Aatile:(laughed)MalomeI'mready,i

wouldn'tjustbringmyelderstogether

ifI'mnotpreparedtohandle

situationslikethis.Mpatelang

mosadilentelelengwanake.

Hisfather:Whereisherfather?

Aatile:Heisoutofthepicture



Uncle:Ehe,nnyaammereheditse

motogolonerebatahelagoitsegore

rebaakanyemahokomolwapeng.

Aatile:Erra...

Hehungupamdcontinueddrivingas

Lolocuriouslystaredathimblushing..

Lolo:Tellme...Icantellitwasyour

dadanduncle..

Aatile:Theyjustwantedtoknowif

I'mtakingMaya

Lolo:Okay..



AtBayang'sHouse.....

Aonefixedherbellybelttighteningit

andtuckedinherAonCashLoans

embroideredshirtlookingatherself

onthemirrorthenBayang

approachedfrombehindfixinghistie

andkissedhersmoothpowdered

cheek...

Bayang:Youlookbeautifulmum...

Aone:(blushed)Thanks...Youdon't

lookbadyourself



Shesmiledandgrabbedthebreast

pumpsittingontheedgeofthebed

pumpingmilkfortheirboy,Bayang

leanedoverthebabycotandfixed

hisson'sduvet..

Bayang:Iheardhimcryinglastnight,

whywashecrying?

Aone:Heissuchacrybaby,ithinkhe

wantstosleepwithusbutiwon'tdo

nosuch,hewillsleepinthecotuntil

hegraduatesforabed.

Bayang:You'rehush,what'swrong

withhimsleepingwithusyoucanput

himondiaper



Aone:Hewon'tstopsleepingwithus

ifhedoesn'tpracticenow...

Bayang:(touchinghistinyfingers)I

stillcan'tbelieveimadeababy...I

feellikeI'malittleGod

Aone:(laughed)Ija...

Aonefinishedpumpingandwalked

overastheybothstoodbythebaby

cotadmiringtheirlittleboy,Bayang

puthisarmsaroundherandkissed

her...

Bayang:I'mlate,let'sgo...



Aone:Here,puthismilkinthefridge...

HewalkedoutasAoneslowly

pushedtheirson'scottothemaid's

room,sheknockedthenthehouse

helperopenedthedoorsmilingatthe

boy...

Nanny:Heythereboy...(toAone)Uh

thisguycansleepbathong,o

mpolaisabodutu...It'slikeispendthe

dayalone.

Aone:Buthetroublesmeatnight,o

ntenagoreithelakeipotsagore

koorerreyogaitsegorennakea



theogelaphakela

Nanny:(laughedandparkedhiscot

bythebed)Akereyoudon'twantme

tohelpyouatnight,

Aone:Youneedyourresttoomma

Nanny:Idonothingbecausehe

sleepsallday,aftercleaningand

cookingijustlayaroundbecause

aftereatinghesleeps

Aone:Butitsokay,I'mnot

complaining...Youdeserveyourrest

atnight,goodday

Nanny:Haveagoodday..



ShewalkedoutasBayanghonked

thehornoutsidethenshejumpedin

andpulledthebelt...

Aone:(sighed)Okay...

Bayang:Isheokay?

Aone:Yeahheisgood...

AtAonCashLoans...

5employeeswaitedbythestairsas

Bayangparkedontheparkinglot,

theyturnedwatchingasheleaned

overKissingtheirboss,theyhada



littlemomentchattingandlaughed

asshesteppedoutlaughingthenhe

droveoff...

Aone:(smiled)PeopleI'msosorryfor

keepingyouwaiting,itotallyforgot

thatyesterdayafterworkinglatei

wenthomewiththekeys,sorythe

bathong..

Worker1:It'sokay...

Maleworker:Sobosskebonyeojadi

lamza?



Everyonelaughedasshehandedthe

otheronekeys..

Aone:MxmkooregatweTshepoo

rileng?I'molderthanyoukana

Femaleworker:Bossiagetting

kissesinthemorningempanna.....

Empa...Nnaaaaa...Empanaaa....

Theyalllaughedandwalkedinthe

office......

AtLetsholathebehospital....



LaterthatmorningBayangwalkedin

thelaboratoryputtingonhiswhite

coatandgrabbedapairoflatex

glovesbytheshelfasAttiestoodby

thetablelookingthrougha

microscope...

Bayang:Morning...

Attie:You'relate...

Aatileturnedaroundandshookthe

samplesinsmalltesttubesthenhe

puttheminatrayandslidtheminthe

fridge....



Bayang:Aonewokemelate..Ourson

iskeepingherup

Aatile:(laughed)Shouldn'tyoubethe

onewakingherupifsheisupall

nightwiththebaby

Bayang:(leanedoverthemicroscope)

Ishouldtrythat,she'dprobably

appreciateit..

Aatile:Definitely...

Bayang:Doyouhaveanysuggestions

forplacestovisitforahoneymoon?I

wanttotakemywifefora

honeymoonmonnakanashe

delivered3daysafterthewedding

andshehadtoheiconfinementbut



nowithinktheboyisoldenoughto

beleftwithanannyormyparents

kanahers

Aatile:I'llmakeyoualist,dibaya

monna...Botswanaisbeautiful,you

don'tevenhavetocrosstheborder

becauseyou'llfeellikeyou'reina

differentcountry..

Bayang:That'swhatAoneneeds,she

workstoohard...

Hecheckedtherequestlistof

results...

Bayang:Monnawehavealottodo,



wherearetheothers?

Aatile:Banightshiftleft,boSparks

haven'tarrivedakerbonebataka

nakohagonalebriefinghela...

Theylaughedandbegunthemedical

tests.....

AtLolo'smother's....

Gobonaslowlymovedthecurtains

andlistenedasherlittlesisterand

mothertalkedaboutmagadi

preparations,shefrownedlookingat



herengagementringwiththecorners

ofhereyes....

Mother:Iseesoheisalsotaking

Maya?

Lolo:Yes,hewantsher...

Mother:That'sreallygood,iguesswe

willhearfromthem...Sowhenare

youtwoplanningtohavethewedding?

Lolo:Ifbothparentsareokaywiththe

datewewanttheweddingin4

monthstime,itshouldbeenoughfor

metopreparemyself...Heactually

proposed4monthsago...(showed

herthering)butididn'twanttosay



anythingbeforehecouldtalktohis

parents

Mother:(laughed)You'rewiseakere

whentheygetexcitedtheysaywill

youmarrymethenyouwearthe

engagementringforyearsuntilhe

getsboredandleaveswhilehisring

wasblockingothermenwhocould

havemarriedyou.

Lolo:(laughed)That'swhatiwas

thinking...

Mother:OK,thisisasensitive

matter...Iknowyou'reexcitedbut

don'tgoaroundtellingpeoplejustyet

becausesomepeoplehaveevil



intentionsandwoulddoanythingto

stopotherpeople'sblessings,nyalo

gaesimologajaanawadidimala

bathobabangwegobatababona

setsegodirwadimmitinghela.

Talkingtoomuchcanstopyour

blessings

Alone:Oh...(thoughtfully)Ididn't

thinkofthat...Thanks

Mother:Yesotherpeoplecansmile

withyouwhilewishingyoubadsobe

carful,somewomencouldhavebeen

marriedbuttheirmouthhelpedthe

devildohiswork

Alone:I'llbecareful....Anywayihave



togoihaveaninterviewatthemall.I

hopethisonegoeswell

Mother:I'llprayforyou...

Lolo:Thanks,(stood)Letmeseethe

baby...

Hermotherwalkedinandopenedthe

door,Lololookedinsidethe1room

asGobonalaidonthemattresswith

herbaby...

Mother:comein..

Lolo:Noit'sfine...I'llseeherwhile

standinghere...(laughed)Ketogake



mookamakedinaodimoleloke

tsogileleRrragweMaya...

Sheshowedherthebabywrappedin

anoldblanketthathadlostcolor...

Lolo:HiGee

Gobona:Hi..

Mother:GiveyoursisterP100the

Lolo,hersugarandsourmilkis

finished,wedon'tevenhavewashing

powder,diphatetsangwanaditetse

kaemeregonkgagorephu..

Gobona:(smiledembarrassed)



RrragweDiboyshasn'tbeengetting

tenderssoheislow,assoonashe

getsoneallwillbewell.Weshouldbe

gettingmarriedsoon.

Lolo:(tookout400)Iwasgoingtoget

hairextensionsbutyoucanusethis...

Mother:thankyousomuch

Gobona:GatweMaOgaveMayaa

housethatwhitepeoplerentatSedie?

Lolo:Whotoldyouthat?

Gobona:Iheard,akereherrelatives

aretellingeveryoneyoubewitched

hersoshecandieandgiveyouthe

house.

Lolo:Ijoakenanakoletshelenna...



Mamabyebye...

Mother:tankithengwanaka

Lolo:emma...

Shegotinthecaranddroveoffas

herphonerang....

Lolo:MmaBayang?

Aone:Hi,iwantedtowishyouluck

withyourinterview.Obadilemoghirl?

Lolo:(laughed)Mmawenaireadall

night,ireallyhavetopassthis

interview...Iwastellingmyneighbour

maabanegorethisoneismine.



They'regoingtohireme...

Aone:Shehwhereiathatmoron?She

longpromisedmeshewoulddomy

nails

Lolo:(laughed)Sheaskedmeabout

youyesterday,I'mhavingbreakfast

withherlatertodaytotalkabout

startingmotshelo

Aone:Iwantinthebathong

Lolo:Sheaskedmetoaskyouibile,i

guesswewillmeetattheItalian

restaurantka10

Aone:Alrightlove,gonailthat

interviewbythewaywasBayangwith

Attielastnightkabo8?



Lolo:(laughed)Yes,theywere

watchingthegame,why?

Aone:Justmakingsurebannaba

tricky

Lolo:(laughed)Akere...Shap

Aone:Shap

Shehungupandcontinueddrinking....

Atmygrandmother's....

OnthesamemorningIdippedmy

handsinthebakingflourandleaned

inthebigbowlfullofdoughand



grabbedahandfulasthecookingoil

boiledonthebigthreeleggedpot

thenidroppedthedoughinfrowning

astheheatfromthefireburnedmy

face....

Ifilledthepotandgrabbedthe

cardboxfanningthefiretheni

coveredwithalidandwashedmy

hands.

Igrabbedthebroomandheadedto

thetuckshopjustbythefencewhere

iopenedthedoorandthehorizontal

doortothecustomer,havingbeing



builtwithcorrugatedironitwas

alwayshotinthere...

ToavoidgettingrobbedI'dtakemy

stockinthehouseeverynightso

eachmorningihadtoloadthemto

thetuckshopagain...Monthsbefore

itwasn'texhaustingbutitwas

beginningtoexhaustme...

Ipackedthebarofsoapsinlineand

thesmellnauseatedme,irushed

behindthehouseandthrewupasmy

grandmotherpassedtothetoilet

supportingherselfwithabroomstick



thenshepausedandlookingatme...

Grandmother:It'saboy...That'swhy

you'regettingsosick...

Me:I'mnotpregnantmmama..

Mmama:KanaDidintlejaakaobona

ohithampaejaanaobatagoe

senya,ngwanalehaasenarrragwe

waratiwahelagagoresepe.

Me:I'mnotpregnant,idon'tknow

whyyou'realwaysonmycaseabout

beingpregnant

Mmama:Youneedtoacceptthat

childbecauseihaveacceptedhim,i

needagreatgrandchildsohecan



keepmebusyandtakemetothe

toilet...Someonetowarnmeifa

scorpionisheadedmywaybecausei

can'tseeanymore.

Me:MmamaIdon'thavethemoney

tosupportachild,ican'tfindajob

andI'mtryingtomakemoneysoi

canstartabusinessbutbusinessis

slow.Iwakeuptomakefatcakes

andsellinthetuckshopandthen

takemyfatcakesandsouptosellat

thejuniorschool,ican'tdoallthat

whenI'mpregnant.Thismanwon't

evenhelpmetakecareofthechild

becausehehasafamilyand.....

(coveredmymouthcrying)evenifi



wantedtotellhimsohecansupport

hischildican'tbecausepeopleare

goingtothinkI'mjealousandthen...

YouknowhowLolois,thistimeshe

willkillmeforrealandIdon'twantto

loseourfriendshipoverthis.Idon't

wanttodestroyherfamily,shehas

beenthroughalotwithMayaandshe

hasherhappilyeverafter,idon'twant

tobethereasonit'sdestroyed.

Mmama:Youcanstillsupportthe

babybyyourselfDidi,you'reahard

worker...Youcandothismygirl

Me:MmamasupportababywithP1's

forfatcakes?ican't..I'mnot

pregnantanywayiwasjustsaying...



iwalkedtowardsthecookingarea

andcheckedonmyfatcakes...

AtTsodiloJuniorsecondaryschool.....

Laterthatmorningijoinedtheother

ladiesbythefenceandputabox

downtheniputmysweets,snacks

andabucketofMagwinyaand

soup....

afewminuteslaterthebreakfast

sirenwailedandthestudentsstood



bythefencebuying..

bytheendofbreaktimeihadsoldall

myfatcakesandhalfofthesnacks,I

puteverythinginthebucketand

walkedhomedialinganumber...

Voice:Hello?

Me:Hi,igotyournumberon

Facebook,howmuchareyourpills?

Voice:It'sP600

Me:I'minMaun

Voice:ItwillbeP800thenunlesswe

sendthembySprintCouriersthenit



willbe700

Me:Ionlyhave240

Voice:Gofindtherest,600isthe

lowestprice

Me:Bye

AtTheItalianrestaurant....

Loloandherneighboursatonthe

tableforfourhavingseafoodand

brainstormingonthebusinessidea

thenAoneapproachedandleaned

overtakingabiteoutofLolo'sfood

thenshesatchewing...



Aone:Morningladies..(touchedthe

neighbour'shair)Iloveyourweave

Lorraine

Lora:Thanks...

Lolo:Kweogorogahelakagonjela,

I'mgoingtotakeabiteonyours

Lora:(laughed)Uhbatho,asmallbite

hela.Akeretheinterviewwentwellso

you'llbetreatingusnextmonth

Aone:Wowyouthinkyoupassed?

Lora:Itwasn'tdifficult,ihopethey

callme....Anywayladiesithinkwe

shoulddomotshelowabusiness,I

wanttostartakiddiesdecoration



serviceskindofthing

Lolo:Ihaven'tthoughtofanythingyet

Aone:It'sokay,youcanthinkof

somethingforthenexttwomonths

akerewestartbygivingherthenme

andbythetimeyourturncameyou'll

havefiguredsomethingout..

Lolo:Soundsperfect...(herphone

rang)Oh...ItsDidi..

Aone:(rolledhereyes)Whyareyou

stilltalkingtoher?

Lora:(laughed)Shesleptwithher

mannotyoursstayoutofit

Aone:Iknowyoualldon'tbelieveme

butiknowthatbitchsleptwith



Bayang

Lolo:(laughed)GuysstopI'm

picking...Justshushandlookatthe

figuresonthelaptop.(picked)Hello?

AtTsodiloCJSS...

Iwalkedbytheschoolfenceheading

home...

Me:Hi...

Lolo:Hey..What'sup?

Me:Justcheckingonyou,youhardly

callmeunlessicallyou,howareyou?



Lolo:I'mfine,ihavebeenbusywith

otherthings..

Me:Thereisapostinthenewspaper,

didyouseeit?

Lolo:Yeah,iappliedforit.

Me:Okay,whencanwemeet?

Lolo:I'mnotsure..

Me:ThemmakeadimaP500,ihave

anemergency.

Lolo:I'mbrokerightnow

Me:Aothemmankadimelafromthat

girlialwaysseeyouwithwaRav4

Lolo:Lorrainedoesn'thavemoney,

whatareyouusingitfor?



Me:Mmamaissickandthereisno

food.

Lolo:ComegetitatTheItalian

restaurant

Me:Rightnow?

Lolo:Yeah

Me:Thankslove

Lolo:Shap..

Ihungupwithasmileandwalked

backtothetaxistop...

AtTheItalianrestaurant.....



Lateronisteppedoutofthetaxiwith

abucketanddustedmyfeetasi

crossedtheroadfacingtheItalian

restaurant,isloweddownlookingat

Lolo,AoneandLorrainechattingand

laughingsippingjuicesstraws.

Ilookedatmydustyfeetandthenmy

reflectionontherestaurantglass,it

waslikeseeingashadowofmyself.I

tookouttheheadwrapiusedto

protectmyselffromthehotbucket

whencarryingabucketonmyhead.

AonesawmefirstandpokedLolo



thenshesmiledwavedcallingme

over,ididn'twanttowalkoverto

themlookingthewayididsoismiled

andwavedcallingheroverbutshe

insistedigoover...

Partofmewasalitterashamedtobe

gettingmoneyfromherandIwould

havepreferredshenothandmethe

moneyinfrontofthembutshe

clearlywasn'tgoingtomeetme

outsidesoiwalkedinthena

restaurantwaitressstoppedme...

Waitress:(lookingatthebucketwith



snacksandsweets)Sorry,wedon't

allowpeopletocomeinsideselling

toourcustomers.Itcanbe

distracting..

Me:I'mnotselling,I'mgoingtoget

somethingfromher...(pointed)I

won'tbelong

Waitress:Okay,pleasedon'tsellyour

sweetsinhere,themanagerisvery

strict

Me:Eemma

IwalkedoverasAonewhispered

something,Lorrainequicklyleaned

overhidingherfaceholdinginher



laughterwhileLolopressedherlips

togethersuppressingherlaughterbut

Lorrainelaughedandcoughed

almostchokingonherdrinkthenLolo

laughed...

Lolo:(laughing)ThatMovieisvery

funny...

Lorraine:(laughing)Yeahneeit'sa

funnymovie

Aone:(laughedatthem)kantele

hapaanyejana...

Itookadeepbreathandsmiled

greetingthem...



Me:Morning

Lorraine:Morning

Lolo:(tookoutP400)Guysborrow

meP100I'llgiveyoulater

Lorraine:Idon'thave

Aone:(openedherpurse)Onkga

magwinyakaegapebathongisn'tthis

anItalianrestaurant?

Lolo:(snatchedtheP200fromher)

Justbring...(sheputthemoney

togetherandhandedme)Here,don't

returnit...Yourgrandmotherislikea

mothertome.Ifyouguysdon'thave

foodtheleasticandoistohelp.



LorraineandAonelookedatone

anotherandsippedtheirjuicesasi

gotthemoney..

Me:Thanks

Lolo:Sure

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

Aone:(sippedjuice)Olebetse

semausuhatofolenglovekana

Lolo:Aonecomeon...

Lorraine:Aonebathonggaautwe...



Iwalkedbackandgotmybucketthen

iwalkedout.Tearsfilledmyeyesbut

thistimeIwasn'tgoingtocry,ihad

doneenoughofthatinthemorning.I

dialedthewoman...

Voice:Hello?

Me:Ihavethemoney

Voice:IspoketosomeoneinMaun,

theycanmeetyouatthemall

Me:I'matthemallnow,tellherto

meetmeatShoprite

Voice:Okay..



AtShoprite....

Laterthatmorningaladywalkedover

tome....

Her:Didi?

Me:Yes,Delores?

Delores:Yes...(handedmethepills

wrappedintissue)chewthesmaller

onefirst,afteranhourdrinkthelast

two.

Me:(handedherthemoney)Thank

you...Howlongwillittaketowork?



Delores:Itcantakeadayortwo

Me:Okay,willibleed?I'm4months

pregnant

Delores:Uhdon'tworry,youwon't

bleedthatmuch4monthsis

nothing...Itwillbelikeyournormal

period.

Me:Thanksalot...

Igotthepillsandwalkedaway

chewingthefirstonethenigotinthe

taxiwenthome....

AtHome....



AnhourlaterIsteppedoutofthe

tuckshopandhurriedtomyhandbag

whereigotthelasttwoand

swallowedwithwater...……

2DAYSLATER...

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm,like

andcomment.Goodmorning.

*

*

*



*

*

[9/3,11:31PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴14

AtLolo'smother's...

Gobonasprayedherselfwithperfume

andgrabbedherhandbag...

Gobona:Mamawhereisthatmoney?



HermotherhandedherP200...

Mother:Don'tbetoolong,your

childrenlikecryingandihavetovisit

people'shomestoinvitethemforthe

meetingwenakanaomotshamekong

gaobategonyalwa,kennetsegobaa

matsetseamantagalabobedi...

Gobona:(angrily)Howcanyoutalk

likethatknowingwhat'shappeningto

me?

Mother:I'mnotgoingtoletyour

childrentiemedown,Ihavetowork

onmydaughter'swedding.I'mtired

ofgoingfromhometohomelooking



forfoodsoyoucaneat...I'mtired

mma.

Gobonawalkedawaydialing

someonebuthisnumberwasn't

available...

Atabottlestore..

AnhourlaterGobonawalkedinabar

asmenscreamedwatchingfootball

onthescreenwhiledrinkingbeer,the

musicwasloudandyoucouldbarely

hearyourselfthink,cigarettes

pollutedtheairassomedrunkards



passedbysmoking...

Onewomanholdingabottleof

Blacklabelraninsideasongstarted,

shedancedandthrewherselfonthe

floorliftingherleg,herdressfellon

herfaceleavingherkukuoutonthe

open,allmenturnedaroundand

staredasshepulledherdressupand

shookherbuttnaked...

Onemanlaughedwalkingover

holdingabottleofbeerandtouched

herKuku...



Man:(hesmelledhishandandfaked

asneeze)Ntswakaeenkgakae?

EveryonelaughedandGobona

walkedovertohimandpulledhis

shirt...

Gobona:Canwetalk?

Man:(strugglingtobalance)About

what?

Gobona:Let'stalkoutside...

Hefollowedheroutside...



Man:Let'sgotomycar...

Gobona:Zerorraareyougoingto

drivelookinglikethis?Koorewago

togelabojalwagorilengnewena?

TheygotinhisblueTazzandsat

downthenheleanedovertryingto

kissherbutshemovedback...

Gobona:Stopit,akereyouchoseLolo

afterraisingmyhopesupfor

nothing...Listentome,thereis

somethingimportantIhavetotell

you...

Zero:What'sup?



Gobona:Aloneisgettingmarriedand

shewantstogiveherhusbandyour

daughter.

Zero:(brusheditoff)Uh...

Gobona:WareuhneZero?your

daughterhasabighouseshewas

givenbyourlateneighbour.It'sabig

housethatUKwhitepeoplerent,i

hearithas5bedroomsandascreen

wallwithanelectricfenceandapool

inside.Herhusbandisgoingto

controlallthat...Youhave50%rights

tothathouseandifyoudemandyour

childyoucanfindawaytosellthe

houseandbuyabettercarinsteadof

thisskorokorooryoucanstayinthe



houseorsomething.Youcan'tlether

giveawayyourbaby

Zero:Ware5bedrooms?

Gobona:Ee...tellyourparentsgore

youwantyourchild,thelawisbehind

you.

Zero:whatifshesaysIwasn'tthere

forthegirl,what'sthegirl'sname?

Gobona:HernameisMayaandthe

lawisonyourside,thatmanwon't

takethatchildifyoudon'twant.You

canevengotocourt,whentheysay

youweren'tthereyou'lltellthemit's

nevertoolatetorepent,tellthemyou

wanttobuildarelationshipwithyour



child.Thecourtwillgiveyouthatif

Lolotriestobestubborn.

Zero:Keshwelegorekeipotsagore

kealorakanaoseriousngwanakeke

mohumi?

Gobona:Ihavetogo...(tookouther

phone)Takehernumberandcallher

Zero:(tookouthis)Buanumber...(he

savedit)Sowarengjaanong?Kana

keagorata?

Gobona:Don'ttalklikethatZero

becauseyoubrokemyheart

choosingmysisteroverme

Zero:Ididn'tknowyouweresisters

andiwasyoung...Canwegiveitatry?



Gobona:NaarewatsenwaZero,I'm

engaged...I'mgettingmarriedsoon.

Bye

Zero:Bye

Shesteppedoutofthecar....

Atthetuckshop....

Laterthatafternooniputfourfat

cakesintheplasticandhandedthe

customerthenIsatdownpressing

myphone,asmallvibrationbelowmy

bellygotmyattentionandifrowned



quietly,iheldmybreathandfelta

moredefinitemovementtheni

touchedmytummythoughtfully.

Perhapsthepillswereworkingand

shewaskickingforherlife...

Myheartpoundedlikeneverbefore,i

didn'teventhinkitwasapersonat

thatstagebecauseiwasn'treally

showing.Iclosedthetuckshopand

hurriedtothehouse...

Me:Thebabyiskicking..

Mmama:Howmanymonthshas

beennow,4?



Me:Yes...

Mmama:Heshouldbemoving

Me:Mmamaiboughtpillsanddrank,

ithinksheisdying...I'mscared...

Mmama:(shocked)Youwhat?

Me:Idrankpills...Ididn'tthinkitwas

apersonthatcanmove

Mmama:Areyouinpain?

Me:No..

Mmama:Canyouhurrytothe

hospital?

Me:Andgetintrouble?Whatifthey

callthepoliceonmeforabortion?

Mmama:Maybetheycanhelpyou



wellintime,doctorsaren'tpolice

officers.Goplease...I'mnotscolding

you,ijustwantyoutogotothe

hospitalbeforeyoustartbleeding

aroundhereanddie...

Itookaquickbathandleft...

AtAatile'shouse...

Loloputherhandsonthetowelas

Lorrainedidhernails...

Lorraine:Sowhat'supwithAonemo



goDidi?WhydoesshebelieveDidi

sleptwithherhusband?

Lolo:Don'ttellherthisbutyesshe

did,BayangwasDidi'sboyfriendkind

ofkooreDidirejectedhimbecauseby

thenhewasworkingasafuel

attendantandyouknowuswomen,

welovemoney...Didimmakea

sokodisaguyamoledisamma,i

remembernakonngweshewenttoa

partywhereshesleptwithamarried

man,Bayangalelasammaiyowa

darliasenasepebecausehedidn't

havemoney.Aonemethimandloved

himlikethat,shewasschoolingby

thensoeneleBayangdatedand



after4yearsheproposedbutguess

what?Theygotothecitytobuythe

gownsandheseesDidi,samenight

hefucksherwithoutacondom...

Lora:No,serious?Dopeoplestill

haveunprotectedsexthateasyne

wena?KanabonebaSTDresistant?

Lolo:Yeah,Apparentlywhenheleft

Aoneshewasalreadysuspicious

that'swhyshehatesDidibecause

shesleptwithhermanknowingshe

existedandshewaspregnant...Le

nnammaDidiantirelastory,thenext

morningshehadsexleAatile...

Lora:IguessDidiisn'tasinnocentas



shelooks

Lolo:Itriedtoforgiveherbutevery

timeithinkabouthowmuchicried

andbeggedher?Themmaandshe

easilysaidifAatileampatantamo

ganathenextthingshesleepswith

him.Nowsheactslikesheforgot

whatshedidtomeandfollowingme

aroundlikeapuppy.Thewayilove

Aatileeachtimeithinkofhimwith

herigetmadandhateDidiallover

again.Somethingsareunforgivable,

imagineyourchildhoodfriend

sleepingwithamansheknowsyou

loveandaretryingtoworkthingsout.

Iknowishouldbefeelingsorryfor



herbecausesheissufferingbutonly

halfofmedoes...Halfofmethinks

itskarmaforwhatshedidtome.

Lora:Butdon'tyouthinkcuttingher

offisbest?Ifsheremindsyouof

yourhusband'smistakesdon'tyou

thinkit'sbeststopbeingfriendswith

her?I'msurethisstressesyoutoo

Lolo:Howdoievenstopbeing

friendswithherwhensheistheone

callingmeup?Istoppedcallingher

andvisitingher...Weoncetriedto

reconcilebutthatonlylastedfora

minute....Istillcan'tbelievesheslept

withmymanandnowihavetolive

withthattherestofmylife,friends



canbeevil

Lora:Justtellherstraightthatyouno

longerwanttobefriendswithher,

nowthistoxicthingwillresultin

somethingtragic.Youneverknow

whatsheisthinking,whatifsheis

thinkingsomethingnegativeabout

you?It'snormaltobejealousabout

yourexbecauseI'msureherfeelings

forAtiledidn'tjustdisappear...Ifind

yourrelationshipveryawkward,I'd

neverbefriendswithsomeonewho

sleptwithmymannomatterher

excuse..Itsjustnotnormal...

Lolo:Idon'tknowhowtotellherI'm

notoverwhathappenedbecauseshe



thinksitover....Uh....shewillseeI'm

notfeelingherandstoptalkingto

me...Ireallythoughticouldgetover

thebetrayalbutit'shard.

Lora:Iunderstandbutjustendthings

withher

Lolo:Okay...(sighed)Anyway...Can

youbemybestlady?

Lora:(smiledsurprised)What?Tell

meyou'rejoking

Lolo:Nope...Please

Lora:Areyoukiddingmeyes!Of

course...Maybethiswillmotivatemy

babydaddytothinkaboutmarriage,i

don'twanttosayanythingabout



marriageuntilhesayssomething..

Lolo:thankyou...

Lora:Sohowdowedress?Iwantto

startsavingnow...

Lolo:(openedafolder)Okaythisis

whatIhaveinmind...

Theylookedattheweddingpictures

thenherphonerang...

Lolo:Hello?

Voice:Hi,isthisAloneMowana?

Lolo:Emma

Voice:PleasebringyourIDtomorrow



atWilliamsHotelandseetheHR.

Lolo:(quietlyjumped)Yesma'am...

Shehungupandscreamedjumping

andrunningaroundasLorraine

laughedather...

Lorraine:You'llbreakayourlegija

Lolo:(emotionally)Lorammakana

youdon'tknowwhereI'mcoming

from...Godhasfinallyopeneddoors

ofsuccessforme,itsnotraining

blessingsitspouringblessings...

ImaginemeasthePRofficerthe

mmanyana...Eish



Lora:(laughed)Youshouldpray

aboutit,justtothankGod..I

celebratedwheniboughtmyselfthat

Rav4becauseIalwayswantedacar

ofmyownnotaman'scar.

Lolo:Eishwow...Can'tbelieveI'llbe

working...I'mgoingtohavethebest

weddingever.Theweddingofthe

year...

Lora:Ohyesbacktothewedding...

Theylookedatthepictures...

Atthehospital....



LateronIlaidonthebedasthe

officerranthescannerbelowmy

bellywiththecoldgel...

Him:Um...Therewego...Ourlittle

manisjustswimminginthewater..

Me:It'saboy?

Him:Yes...okay,(pressedthescan)

I'mprintingthisforthedoctor,weare

done...(gavemealargetissue)Wipe

yourself.I'llbringtheresults.Youcan

goaheadandseethedoctor

Me:Thanks



Iwalkedoutoftheultrasoundscan

roompreciouslyholdingmybellywith

anawkwardsmileandheadedtothe

emergencybeyiwasassignedto

earlier,minuteslateradoctoranda

nursepulledthecurtainsandgotin...

Doctor:Ourbloodtestsare

back.Thereisnothingtoxicinyour

bloodstream,idon'tknowwhatyou

mighthavetakenthatcouldhave

dissolvedsofast,itmustbesome

kindofvitaminsorsomethingvery

weak..



Me:Okay...

Doctor:I'mgoingtoadmityousoyou

canseeasocialworker-

Me:doctorplease,youcan'tdothat...

Mygrandmotherisblind...Shecan't

stayaloneandIleftmythingsinthe

tuckshop...Iwon'tabortthisbaby

again...Hearinghisheartbeatwas

enoughforme,ijustacceptedhim.

Doctor:Tomorrowyou'llbebackhere

bleeding-

Me:No,Never...Please...

Doctor:Fine...You'regetting

registeredimmediatelyandyou

shouldbetakingyoursupplements



assoonaspossible

Me:yesplease...Anythingisfine...

Thankyou...

Isighedinreliefashenoted

somethingdown....

Atthehospitalgate...

Lateroniwaitedforataxibythegate

thenanunfamiliarfancycarstopped

infrontofme,thewindowslowly

rolleddownandBayangsmiledatme

withAatileinthepassengerseat...



Bayang:Hey...CanIdropyouoff?

Me:No,I'mfine...

Bayang:Comeon...Nohardfeelings

right?

Me:Therearenohardfeelings,I'm

waitingformyboyfriend...

Helookeddownatthenew

pregnancycardandsmiledtheni

quicklyhiditbehindme...

Bayang:Congratulations....Ifheisa

goodfatherheshouldn'tbemaking



youwaitthislong,comeonlet'sgo...

Isighedandgotinthebacksitting

nexttothebabycarseatashejoined

theroad...

Me:Hi

Aatile:(avoidingmyeyes)Hi..

Bayang:So....Whoistheluckyguy?

Me:You'llseehimonmywedding

day

Aatile:Gaakakeanyalaapalelwake

mpa

Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean?



Aatile:Welljusttomentiononething,

heisnotherewithyou.Itsjustthe

beginningofthepregnancyandthe

idiotshouldbeexcited.

Me:Hewasbusy

Aatile:Exactlymypoint,hehasbetter

thingstodothanbringinghisblood

tothehospital.

Me:Onalegoakanyagoreobotoka

mobathongbabangwe,koorewena

omrperfect,oflawless

Aatile:(laughed)Justtellingyouthe

truth,iknowiwouldn'tmiss

appointmentyaspatela,shitcomes

onceinamonthgoitsapisakaeng.I



diditwithMaya'smotherandit

helpedmebecauseigottoknowshe

wasdrinkingwhilepregnant,igotto

knowMayawasn'tgrowingproperly

aleunderweightandihadtoforce

hermothertodothingsproperly,it's

apitybythetimeshedeliveredour

daughterwebothhatedeachother

butatleastMayagotthebestcare.

Me:Wellmyboyfriendknowsidon't

drink

Aatile:(laughed)Wait-what?Youlied

tohim?

Me:Leavemealone.…

Bayang:(driving)Guyscomeon..Are



youseriouslygoingtoargueovershit

likethat?

Aatile:Iwasjustsaying...

Aatile'sfathercalledthenheclosed

thewindowansweringthephone...

Aatile:Hello?

Him:Ineedthemoneyforfuel,

tomorrowI'llbecollectingeveryone

aroundandI'mlowonthefuel

Atile:Ohokay,I'lltransferthemoney.

Him:Bye

Atile:E-heepapawee?emapele...I



wantedtoaskyouearlierandforgot...

itseemswhereverigoiseesnakes

andievendreamaboutthem..It

bothersme,whatcoulditmean?

Him:(laughed)OithwadisitseAttie?

Aatile:(laughed)Wabooreng

yaanongpapa?Aennyaa...

Him:(laughed)I'mtellingyouthe

truth...Mesinini,dinoganyanameans

youknockedsomeoneup..Itusually

tormentsyouuntilsomeone

mentionspregnancylikeI'msaying

now,fromthereitgoesaway

becauseitwaskindoflikeanalert.

Somethingsimilartobothodi...Oitse



bothodigorekehagorengaker?

Aatile:Yes..Whenthingshappenout

oftheordinaryuntilatragic

occurrencetakesplaceyouallfinally

gettoknowwhysomethingoddlike

thathappened.

Him:Exactly,backinthedayswhen

snakesbotheredyounotamonth

wouldpassbeforeacertainfamily

reportstoyourfatherthatyou

impregnatedtheirdaughter

Aatile:(laughed)UhSetswanabeliefs,

aretheyevenreal?Ibelievein

science...Ibelieveinsomethingican

see,testinalabandhaveresults.



Him:Iknowyoulovescienceand

experimentsandmaybethesethings

aren'taccurateanymorebecauseyou

peoplewatchmovieswithsnakes

andendupdreamingaboutthembut

duringourtimewebelievedandit

happened.Wheniknockedupyour

mothersnakesbotheredmebecause

shetookalongtimetotellme,she

wasscaredtotellmebecauseshe

thoughtI'ddenymychild...SoI'drun

intoasnakewheniwalkedaround

theyardortriedtoliftanythingeven

dreamaboutthemandmyfathertold

meit'saboy......youknowwhat?

Aatile:What?



Him:Youwereborn

Aatile:(laughed)Damn...

Him:HaveyoudoneanythingleLolo?

Aatile:Noyet

Him:Butthenitcouldmeananything

reallyornothingatall,justprayabout

it.Itwillgoaway.

Aatile:Bye

Him:Bye

Hehungandsighed...

Bayang:(laughed)Bruhgatweo

imisitse?



Aatile:UhdilotsaSetswana,just

nonsense.Whocameupwithshitlike

that?Itdoesn'tevenmakesense...

MinuteslaterBayangdroppedAatile

athisgate..

Aatile:Cheers

Bayang:Sure

Aatile:(smiled)Shapopreggas

Me:Skampitsadilotseo

Bayangreversedthecaranddropped

meoffbeforeheadinghomeforthe



night...

AtAatile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningLoloputthekids

tosleepandswitchedoffthelights

thenshewalkedintheirroomand

switchedoffthelightswhileAatile

laidonthebedstaringather..

Aatile:Switchthemonandtakeoff

yourclothes...TonightI'mgoingto

seeyounakedwithorwithoutyour

consent...



Shereluctantlytookoffherrobethen

herpanties,Aatilestaredather

operationscarandtookadeep

breath..

Aatile:Whathappened?

Lolo:(tearfully)Idon'tknow..These

piecesjustbegunstickingout,atfirst

Ithoughttheywillshrinkbutitjust

lookslikethis...

Aatile:Comehere...

Shedraggedherfeettohimandsat



onhislapthenhekissedherandlaid

heronthebed...

Aatile:Butit'snotthatbadandi-

Herphonerang...

Lolo:Hello?

Zero:Hello?

Lolo:(heartskipped)Whoisthis?

Zero:Iwantmydaughter,gatweo

nyalwakangwanake?

Lolo:WaatsenwaZero?Leaveme

alone.



Shehungup..

Aatile:Whoisthat?

Lolo:Maya'sfather

Aatile:What?Didn'tyousayheisout

ofthepicture?

Lolo:Heis-

Hecalledagainthensheanswered

thephoneagain...

Lolo:Hello?



Zero:Seeyouincourt,I'mtakingher...

Hehungupandsheshookherhead....

Lolo:Didiprobablygavehimmy

numbertoruinmywedding,sheis

goingtopayforthis.Iknowshedid

this.

Newreadersthenextinsertfollows

at11am,likeandcomment.

Goodnight

*

*



*

*

*...
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AtAatile'sHouse...

Aatile:whydoyouthinkit'sDidi?

Lolo:Whoelsewoulddothis?And

nobodyknowsMaya'sfather,itsher.

Aatile:Idon'tthinkDidicandothat,

sheseemstohaveproblemsofher



own.Isawhertodayatthehospital

andidoubtshehastheenergyfor

that.

Lolo:Youmether?Ithoughtwe

agreedyouwillnevertalktoDidi

Aatile:It'snotlikeiapproachedher,

Bayanggaveheraridewhileiwasin

thefrontseat.

Lolo:Youknowwhatyoudidtome

withher,ihaven'tcompletelyhealed.

Isittoomuchtoaskthatyou

distanceyourselffromher?

Aatile:Babehowmanytimesdoi

havetosayIdon'twanther?Ichose

youdidn'ti?Thisweddinghasto



meansomething...AndBayangstill

lovesher,ifthereissomeonewho

shouldbeworriedisAonenotyou.

Lolo:Ifyousayso...

Aatile:Whatweshouldbetalking

aboutisthisZeroguy,youhaveto

meethimandkindlyaskhimtoletus

haveMaya.

Lolo:Excuseme?

Aatile:Youhavetoaskhimbecause

hehasthepowertostopthiswhole

thingwearetryingtoachieve

Lolo:Aatilethismanneverbought

anythingformydaughter,NOTHING!

(tearfully)HetoldmetoabortorI'm



onmyown,I'mnotgoingtoconsult

himaboutanything.Hegaveuphis

rightwhenheaskedforabortion.

Aatile:I'mjusttellingyouthatabsent

parentshaverightsoverchildrentoo

andifhewisheshecandestroyall

this.Iknowyou'reangryathimand

yeahI'moffendedtoobecauseMaya

hasbeenthroughalotwhilehedid

nothingbutsometimesyouhaveto

actstupidtogetwhatyouwant.Put

asideyourangerandgotalkto

him...forme,forMayaandBaby...

Don'tletyourangerdestroyus.Baby

deservesafamily...

Lolo:(smiled)Okay,I'llmeethim



tomorrow...

Shesmiledandgotontopofhim

kissinghim...

Lolo:Iloveyoudoyouknowthat?

Aatile:Iloveyoutoo

ShekissedhimandrubbedhisDbut

itwasassoftadough...

Lolo:Really?

Aatile:(laughed)What?



Lolo:Wherediditgo?

Aatile:I'mfrustrated,kelusitse

interestakerenekebatakukuandwe

aretalkingaboutDidiandZero...Uh

Lolo:(smiled)Ohcomeon...Tellme

youdidn'tundressmefornothing...

Shekneltbetweenhislegsand

blowinghimashissnakeslowly

jerkedbuthegrabbedherwristand

pulledherup,shelaidnexttohim

lookingathimthenhekissedherand

puthisarmaroundher...

Aatile:Let'sjustsleep...



Lolo:Isittheoperation?

Aatile:No,toldyouIdon'tcareabout

that.I'mfrustratedaboutsomething

else..

Lolo:What?

Aatile:(thoughtfully)Zero..

Lolo:I'lltalktohimtomorrow.

Aatile:Goodnight...

Heswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

downthoughtfully,somethingwasn't

addingupabouttheeventsthat

transpiredduringtheday....



AtBayang'sHouse...

AroundmidnightBayangtossedand

turnedthenhesatupandsighed

rubbinghishead,hegrabbedhis

phoneandquietlywalkedoutside

dialingDidi...

Didi:(sleepy)Hello?

Bayang:Hey...Sorrytowakeyou..

Didi:What'sgoingon?

Bayang:Nothing,I'mjustthinking

aboutyou.Ididn'twanttotalktoyou

inpersonbecauseithoughtyou



mightbeembarrassedbutireally

wanttoaskthis.Isyourbabydaddy

around?Pleasebehonestme.I

understandkganteleyouwere

embarrassedbecauseiwaswithmy

friendthat'swhyIplayedalongbutits

eatingme....

Didi:Heisnot.

Bayang:Canwemeettomorrowand

talkaboutit-thebaby.

Didi:Bayangyou'remarriedand-

Bayang:Iknowbutijustwanttohelp

you.Iobviouslycan'tgiveyoualot

withoutitlookingsuspicioustomy

wifebutiknowP1000isnot



traceable.Itoldyoumyhelpisnever

conditional.

Didi:Aonewarnedmepersonallyto

stayawayfromyousoI'msorry,i

can'tacceptyourhelpbutthanksa

lotforyouroffer.Youhavealways

beenagoodperson,mygrandmother

speaksonlythebestaboutyou.I

shouldn'thaveplayedwithmy

chance,iwouldbeAonebynow.

Bayang:Didi-

Didi:GoodnightBayang,gobackto

bed.Youcan'tsavemeeachtimei

needhelp,you'reahusbandnowand

sinceidisrespectedyoubeforethe



besticandonowistorespectyour

family.Goodnight,don'tcallagain,

yourwifemightthinkit'syourbaby.

Shehungupthenhesighedand

deletedhernumberthenhewentto

bed....

AtZero'shouse....

ThenextmorningLolosteppedoutof

thecarasZerofixedhisoverallsand

gotinthecar...



Lolo:canwetalk?

Zero:Akebuenex?Retakopanako

court,Iwantsharedcustodyofour

daughter

Lolo:(tearfully)Youdon'tevenknow

her!

Zero:Iwanttoknowher,iwanther

eachholidaysifnotshecanattend

schoolfromhereandyougetheron

holidays.Fairandsquare.

Lolo:Kantewenayagorekeanyalwa

oetsayakae?

Hereversedthecaranddroveoff

leavingherinthemistofadarkgas



fromhiscarexhaustpipe....

Atthehospital...

LaterthatmorningAatilethoughtfully

leanedoverthehospitalbalconyand

pressedhisphone.Hetriedcalling

butthenumberwasnotavailable

thenhetypedamessage..

Aatile:Didiyou'reabadliar,wedidn't

useacondom4monthsagoandi

doubtyouwereoncontraceptives

becauseyoudidn'thaveaboyfriend.

That'smykidandyouwerewaiting



forataxi.WhenIknockoffI'm

comingoverthereandyou'regoingto

showmeyourboyfriendifyouwant

metobelieveit'snotmykid.Haese

wamewagontshupegetsarragwe.

Hesentthemessageandwalked

backtothelab....

Atmygrandmother's....

Meanwhileihandedmyphonetoour

neighbourwithachargerandwalked

backtothetuckshopwhereispread

ablanketandsatdownholdingacup



ofteawithfatcakes,ataxidrovein

theyardthenLetlhogonolostepped

outwithalittleplastic.

Me:(smiled)Letty!Hahaha

Letty:(laughedwalkingover)Ihadto

visityousinceyoudon'twanttovisit

meorcallme...

Shehadgainedweightandshe

lookedclassicmeanwhileismelled

smokefromthefireandmyfeethad

thedust.…



Ihatedmeetingmyformer

classmateslookingthewayidid....At

leastihadbathedandbrushedmy

teeth,Istoodupaswehugged

smiling...

Me:Nicetoseeyou

Letty:Nicetoseeyoutoo,etsamaya

jangunemploymentkakoo?

Me:(laughed)unemployedmyfoot,

lookingthisbeautiful?Areyoutrying

tomockme?

Letty:JesusDidilifeishard!(shook

herhead)Sometimesiwonderwhyi

wenttoschool...Ican'tbelieveI'm



doinginternship,internship...My

degreeisjustawaste...

Me:What'sInternship?

Letty:Iboughtthisforyou

Me:(IlookedattheP30meat)Thank

you,atleasttodayseshaboseteng...

HaveaseatI'mcomingback...

Letty:bringthetea...

Shegotmycupandthefatcakethen

shesatdowneating,minutesafteri

joinedherwithanothercupandmore

fatcakes..



Letty:Howmuchdoyoumakeper

monthwiththistuckshop?

Me:Closeto900,includingthemoney

Imakesellingforstudentsatschool

Letty:Whydon'tyouapplyfor

internship?Atleastitpaysmorethan

that,it's1.9K

Me:Tellmemoreaboutitmathata

I'mpregnant..Wouldtheyallowme?

Letty:Pregnantmonyanamotaleee

kanawenawaithwala?Isthe

condomitchingyou?

Me:Eishmmaandhedoesn'thave

thefather

Letty:Heelayou'regoingtoreport



thatmanandhewillsupportthebaby

Me:It'salongcomplicatedstory,

rememberAatile?

Letty:TheguyLolorejected?

Me:Yes,hewantedmeandhe

promisedmeallthesefancythings,

trueloveblabla...Iknowitwaswrong

togivehimachancesincehewas

Lolo'scrushbutIfigureduhthey

didn'tdoanythinglikeevenkissing.I

fellforitandwehadsexbutthen

apparentlyLoloaskedhimifthey

couldtryagainandheagreed

dumpingmeimmediately.Thenext

morningLolofindsoutIhadtriedto



moveonwiththeguyanddrowned

meinthebath,sheliterallytriedtokill

meandleftmetodie....allthose

fightsandstressmademeforgetwe

hadunprotectedsexandpartofme

wasthinkingwehadsexoncei

wouldn'tbepregnant

Letty:Howmanyroundsdidyouthink

ittakesforsomeonetobepregnant?

Idon'tunderstandpeoplewhothink

likethisandihaveheardsomany

times.Howmanyroundsdoesittake

tobepregnant?Thisishowteensfall

pregnantkans

Me:Nowiknowittakesonebut

anywaynowthey'redatingandI'm



afraidtotelltheguybecausefunny

enoughLolotoldhimihad

unprotectedsexwithhisfriendsoi

bethewon'tevenbelieveitshisbuti

didn'thaveunprotectedsexwith

Bayang.Heusedacondomandtook

outwhenwegotdressedbecausehe

didn'tevencum

Letty:Youguys,yourstoryistwisted...

I'mnotsureievenunderstand..

Me:Basicallyican'ttellanyonethat

thisisAatile'sbaby,Lolowouldkill

me

Letty:thewayyoutwowereclose

youshouldn'tbefightinglikethis,i



rememberLoloprotectingyoufrom

bulliesatschoolican'tpictureher

doingthattoyoubutikindof

understandherfrustration.Youhurt

her,themainreasonyoushouldn't

dateyourfriend'sexisbecausethey

mightwanttofixthingsoneday,

bonawhathappened.Shewentback

tohimwenayoualreadytastedhim.

Whatyoudidwaswrongmyfriend

andIwon'tsugar-coatit...You

betrayedyourfriend....Haveyouever

takenaminutetowonderhowLolo

feelsknowingyousleptwithhim?(i

gotteary)Nodon'tcry...Tellmehow

youwouldfeelbecauseiremember



youusedtotalkabouthowgoodthis

manisandhowyouwishshecould

givehimachance.Youtoldmeshe

wasafraidtoevendateafterwhat

happenedtoherdaughterandwena

asafrienddecidetotakeherman

whileshewasrecovering,thesame

girlwhoriskedgettingstabbedwith

knivesorrapedbydrunkardsjustto

protectyoubecauseyouweredrunk

anddidn'tknowwhatyouweredoing,

thefriendwhocleanedthehouseyou

messedwhenyouweresupposedto

heatidyguest...

Me:(crying)Iwishicouldtakeback

whatidid-



Loloparkednexttousandstepped

outofthecarwalkingtowardsme...

Lolo:Didiihavetriedtobeyourfriend

butidon'tthinkicandothisanymore.

WhydidyoutellZerothatI'mgetting

marriedandtakinghisdaughter?

Me:You'regettingmarried?Ididn't

knowthatandwhywouldItellhim

that?

Lolo:Thenwhodid?Didintenemma

whathaveIdonetoyou?Justtellme

whatIdidtodeserveallthesefrom

you...Itseemslikeyouuseevery



opportunitytohurtme.

Me:(tearfullystooduplookingather)

LoloI'dneverdothatyou,please

believeme...Idon'tevenknowwhere

Zerostays....

Lolo:(tearfully)Thenwhotoldhim?

AllIwantformydaughterisafamily

andZerotakingmetocourtisgoing

tomesseverything.Youknowhow

thelawis,they'regoingtogranthim

sharedcustodyandthenI'llhaveto

spendholidayswithouther...

(dropped)Youknowican'tgether

outofmysightevenforaminute

becauseofwhatshehasbeen

through...



Iwalkedoverandhuggedherasshe

criedhysterically...

Me:Ididn'ttellhim,ididn'tevenknow

you'regettingmarried.

Congratulations...I'mhappyforyou

andZerocan'tbeserious,hedoesn't

evenlovechildren...Hehaschildren

allover,whywouldhewantyours?

Rememberhowmanygirlshegot

pregnant?Idoubtheisserious.

Lettystoodupholdingacupoftea...



Letty:Tellher...

Me:(heartpounding)Tellherwhat?

Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Letty:Shesaysthey'regetting

married,don'tyouthinkshedeserves

toknowthetruth?Whyareyou

draggingthings?Sheshouldheal

fromonethenjustwhenshetriesto

behappyyearsfromnowyou'lldrop

abombshell?Tellherandgetitover

with,sheisyourfriendorwas..

Lolo:what'sLettytalkingabout?

Didi:Idon'tknowwhatsheistalking

about

Letty:Didiyoucan'tdoitonyourown,



thatchilddeservesafatherandhis

fatherdeservestoknowhemadea

babysohecantakeresponsibility.

Thiswholethingisatickingbomb

waitingtoexplode

Lolo:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'm4monthspregnantandit's

Aatile'sbaby..

Shetearfullyrubbedherheadlosing

herbalancethenshestaggeredand

leanedagainstthecarcrying...

Me:I'msorry....



Lolo:(pausedandlookedatme)Are

youkeepingit?

Me:What?

Letty:Areyoukiddingme?

Lolo:Youhavetoabort,youcan't

haveababywithmyhusband.Ifyou

regretwhatyoudidandyouwantitto

heathingofthepastyouhavetodo

this...Icanpayfortheprocedureand

wecandoitataprivatehospitalwith

agynaecologist.IhaveAatile'sATM

cardwithme,let'sgo...Please,I'm

beggingyou...

Letty:UseAatile'smoneytokillhis

ownson?Wow...



Lolo:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou

Letty:Iwastalkingtoyou,sheis4

months...Itslateforabortion

Me:Lettypleasego,I'llcallyoulater..

Lettygotherhandbagandwalked

awaytheniturnedaroundlookingat

Lolowhosetearswererunningdown

hercheeks...

Me:Whataboutifijustkeepquiet

andnottellhim?Ican'tkillmybaby,

heisalreadymovingLolo

Lolo:(crying)Didipleaseyouknow



howAatileiswithkids,you're

creatingunnecessarydrama...Heis

goingtowanttobethere,hewillbe

hereandwithme..Ican'tsurvivethat,

pleaseI'mbeggingyoujustgetridof

it...Ilovehim...

Shetearfullygotonherkneesand

coveredherfacecrying...

Lolo:IknowwhatI'maskingforistoo

muchbutI'lldoanythingyouwant,

please.…

Me:Okay,let'sdoit...



Shestoodupandhuggedmeaswe

bothsmiledtearfully...

Lolo:Let'sgo..

Me:Letmegetmyphonenextdoor.

Lolo:Itdoesn'ttakelong...Let'sjust

go

Me:Ididn'tevenbath-

Lolo:Let'sjustgo...(pullingmyarm)

Please...Let'shurrybeforethedoctor

schedulesforotherthings...

Iclosedthetuckshopandthrewthe

keysinsidethehousewhilemy



grandmotherwasasleepthenigotin

thecar.

Shestartedtheengineanddrove

off....

*

*

*

*

*..
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AtMmama'shome...

LaterthatafternoonAatileparkedthe

carunderthemophanetreeand

steppedlookingaroundtheyard,it

wasquietandthetuckshopwas

closedbutthedoortotheoneroom

wasslightlyopenthenhewalked

overjinglinghiskeys.

Henoticedtheoldwomanwaslying

onthemattresslisteningtotheradio

thenheknocked..



Aatile:Ko-ko?

Theoldladysatupandputheronher

glasses...

Her:Tsena!

Aatilegentlypushedthedooropen

andwalkedinashisshinyformal

shoesmadegentlefootstepsonthe

floorthenhesquattedgreetingher

withonehandwhiletheother

supportedtheelbow...



Aatile:Dumelang..

Her:(frowningstaringathimwitha

blurredvision)Dumelapapa...Oteng?

Aatile:Ehmma...(respectfultone)My

nameisAatile,I'mlookingfor

Didintle...

Her:Idon'tknowwhereshewent,i

havebeencallingoutforherand

callingherbutsheneveranswered,is

hertuckshopclosed?

Aatile:Ehmma...it'sclosed

Her:(pointed)Canyougivememy

bagoverthere...Itshangingona

screw

Aatile:(takingit)Icanseeit...



(handedit)Keenkuku...

Shefishedforapaperandcaught

somethingtogetherwithanoldpen

thathadarubberbandtiedonit...

Her:Writedownyourfather'snames

andcontacts,You'retheAatilewhois

seeingLoloakerepapa?

Aatile:Ehmma..

Her:Eenkwalelahoopapa...

Heconfusedlywrotehisfather'sfull

namesandcontactdetailsthenhe



handedthemover..

Aatile:Aletseye...(reluctantly)cani

askwhyyouwantthem?

Her:(handedhimthephone)Findme

Bokanginthephone...Ican'tsee

properlyanymore...Callhim,itsDidi's

uncle

Hesearchedthenumberanddialedit

thenheputititonloudspeakerand

handedher...

Aatile:Aletseye...Ealela.Nkukule



isakaedinam-

Bokang:Hello?

Her:Bokang?Listenhere...Igotthe

youngman'sdetails,Ihavehis

father'snumber.

Bokang:Theoneyousaid

impregnatedDidi?

Aatile:(hiseyeswidenedashe

mimed)Fuck!

Her:Yes...IhavebeenaskingDidifor

hisdetailsandshegaveexcuseafter

excusebutluckyenoughheishere.

Bokang:Letmetalktohim..



Shehandedhimthephoneashis

heartpoundedthenheclearedhis

throatandansweredstillsquatting...

Aatile:Hello?

Bokang:Warengmonna?Goreng

motogolowameagohithajaana

gasegoreobatagoitatolampa?

Aatile:(laughedshyly)Nnyarraha

gwannayalo...Idon'tknowwhyshe

delayed

Bokang:Ehe...I'mDidi'suncle,my

nameisBokangandI'llbewriting

yourfatheraletterkegobolelelaka



bomogoreoikakanyegoreota

itatolaoreng..

Aatile:(laughed)Ican'tdothattomy

child.

Bokang:(laughed)Keratajalo

motogolo...Bye

Aatile:Bye

Hehungupandhandedherthe

phoneback...

Her:Thankyou,Ihopeyouwill

supportyoursonbecauseidon't

havethestrengthtohelpmygreat



granddaughteranymore,shedoesn't

haveparents.I'mallshehasandas

youcanseeI'mjustashadowofwho

iusedtobe,I'mjustwaitingfordeath.

Aatile:(smiled)Soit'saboy?

Her:Yesthat'swhatshetoldmethe

machinessaidatthehospital

Aatile:(laughedexcitedly)Okay..

(sawherpregnancycardbythetable)

Mayitakealookathercard?It'son

thetable

Her:Okay..

Hegrabbedthecardandpulleda

chairsittingdownthenhesmiled



lookingatherHIVstatusandother

things,apictureoftheultrasound

scanfellfromthecardthenhepicked

itfromthefloorandstaredatit,

thoughitwasn'tveryclearknowing

andseeinghewouldfinallyhavea

boymeltedhisheart.

Theyhearddogsbarkingoutsidethen

hecloseditandputonthetableas

footstepsapproachedthehouse...

Granny:IsitDidicoming?

Aatile:(lookingatthedoor)Um...It's

not...



Lettyknockedandwalkedin...

Letty:(bentherbackandgreetedher)

Dumelaa.

Granny:Dumelangwanaka

Letty:(greetedtheunknown

gentlemantoo)Dumelaa

Aatile:Hi..

Letty:I'mlookingforDidi..iforgot

airtimeonthereceiptofthemeati

broughtherearlier

Granny:Heenaarengonyanayoaba

ilekae?



Letty:Howlongagodidsheleave?

Granny:Idon'tknow,iwassleeping.

Whenigotupshewasgone

Letty:I'mnotsureifthat'swhereshe

wentbutLoloaskedhertoabortthe

baby,shesaidshehadher

boyfriend'sATMcardandidon't

knowhowtheyendedthe

conversationbutsheseemedtobe

consideringit.

Granny:LordJesus...

Aatile:What?Wheredidtheygo?

Letty:Idon'tknow,shesaidata

gynaecologistbutIdon'tknowwhich

one,maybeifyouchecktheNigerian



onefirst...Iheardrumourshehelps

insituationslikethatifyouhavealot

ofmoney

Aatile:AtNewmall,iknowthatfamily

doctor...(stoodup)Ihavetogo..

Granny:Pleasehurryup

Aatile:(toLetty)Canwegotogether

incaseineedyourhelp?

Letty:(quickly)Okay...

Aatilegrabbedthescanpicturefrom

thecardandwalkedoutasLettyran

afterhim....



Atthegynaecologist....

Meanwhilemyheartpoundedasilaid

ontheslimbedandliftedmydress,

DrEbikakiputonhisglovesand

loweredmypantiesabit...

Doctor:(Nigeriaaccent)Alright...I'm

goingtoputgelhere...Itsgoingtobe

coldbutrelax...

Hedroppedthecoldgelandmoved

thescannerheadonmylower

abdomenwhileLoloanxiouslytapped

herfootonthefloorlookingatthe



screen...

Lolo:Whyareyouscanningher?

Dr:Ihavetomakesurethatthe

pregnancyisindeed4monthssothat

icanaddressitproperly,procedures

differaccordingtothethestagesof

pregnancy...(helookedbackatthe

screenwhilemovingthescanner)

Okay..Mmthisboywasgrowingeh...

(laughed)Turnaroundandlookat

this...(pointed)Thisisthehead...

Icouldn'tseeclearlythroughthe

blackandwhitescreenbutIcould



seemyson'sheadthenifelta

movement...

Dr:Andheismoving,canyoufeel

that?

Me:(smiledexcitedly)Yes...

Heswitchedoffeverythingandwiped

thegelstaringatmeasisilently

droppedtearsandcoveredmyface...

Dr:Areyouhavingsecondthoughts?

Me:Yes.

Lolo:Didipleasedon'tdothis...You



haveamillionchancesofhavinga

babywithamanyouwillmeet,why

shouldyourchildbeastepchild?You

canseehowmuchI'msufferingwith

Maya...Areyousureyoucanhandle

that?Youknowyou'renotstrong

enoughforthat.Waitfortheright

mantohaveababynotthis..

Me:Whatifijustkeepquietandnot

tellhim?

Dr:(lookedatus)What'sgoingon?

(lookedatme)Listenyounglady,i

willnotdothisifyou'renotsure...I

wantyoutobesurebecauseI'm

breakingthelawforyou.Idon'twant

youtogohomecryinglikeikilled



yourbabyandI'llbehonestwith

you.…Abortioncanhauntyou...as

monthsgobyeyou'llbecounting,my

boywouldbe2monthsoldnow,next

yearyou'llbesayhewouldbeayear

old...Whenyouseebabiesyou'llsay

hewouldbehisage.Isthisthekind

oflifeyouwanttolive?Ifyou'renot

surethat'showyouwilllive,youcan

onlyforgetitifyoureallydon'tcare

aboutthisbaby..

Me:Canithinkaboutitagain?

Lolo:ThinkaboutwhatDidiyoudon't

evenhavefoodathome?Howwill

youfeedthebaby?Kanawenao

tsayagoregogodisangwanake



diketo

Me:Godwillseemethrough,akere

youmanagedkaMayaandyouwere

wayyoungerthanme..Youwerea

teenagerandI'manadult.I'mgoing

toapplyforInternship,1.9isenough

formeandmyson...

Lolo:Akoodiremmaobatago

ntshenyeletsahela,wegrewup

togetherandyouknowwhereicome

from,whyspoilthisforme?

Me:you'retalkingasifI'mfroma

betterbackground,Ialsogrewup

poordependingonmygrandmother's

pensiontoeat...Iknowlifeishard



andatleastyou'rerichnowbutI'm

stillinpoverty.Ichargemyphoneat

theneighboursandiuseaparaffin

lamptolight,I'msureyouforgothow

thatfeels...

Dr:(sighed)Okay,pleasegohome

andthinkaboutthisbutafter

finalisingdon'tcomebackhere,goto

anotherdoctorbecauseicannotbe

partofthis.

Lolo:PleaseDrEbikaki,sheisjust

havingcoldfeet...(tookoutthe

money)Icanpayahead...(turnedto

me)Didithemmaakoodiremmase

ntshulagaletselenyalo,akereotaa

tsholayomongwengwananemma?



Me:Whatifkesatshole?whatifheis

thelastone?

ThedooropenedandLoloquicklyput

themoneyinherbagasipulledmy

dressdownpanicked,thedoctor's

assistantwalkedovertohimand

whispered...

Her:Thereisapatientwhoneedsyou

rightaway

Dr:Girlspleaseexcuseme,ihavean

emergency...

Lolo:Canwehavethepillsincase

shechangeshermindathome?We



willcomeforwombcleaninginthe

morning..

Me:Lolo-

Lolo:I'mjustbuyingincaseyou

decidetobeaconsideratefriend

Dr:(shookhishead)Whatdidiget

myselfintowithyoutwo,bringP1000

Lolo:(countedandhandedthemoney)

Thankyou..

Hewalkedbackwithaboxof4pills

andtwomorepillsinseparate

sachets.



Dr:Okay..Youhavetoputthisone

underyourtongueforabout30

minutesandfeelfreetoswallow

saliva.After30minutesyoucan

chewtheremains.Don'teatanything

forabout2hoursthenhavethisone.

Afterthatyoucaneatanythingthen

youputthesefourunderyourtongue

andletthemmeltinyourmouth.

Don'teatanythingagainbecauseif

youthrowupyou'regoingtohavean

incompleteprocesswhichcancause

complications.Ifyouthrowupcall

me.

Lolo:(gotthem)Shewill

Dr:Assoonasyougetyourperiods



letmeknow,soonafteryou'llhaveto

comeheresoicancheckifthereis

anydirtremaininginyouruterus,

pleasedon'tgodrinkinganythingyou

hearpeoplesayingitcleansthe

wombyou'lldieofinfections.

Me:Okay.

Dr:Ihaveanemergency,anything

else?

Me:Isitpainfulwhenthepillstarts

working?

Dr:You'llprobablyfeelperiodpains

becausethisiskindoflikeinducing

labour

Me:Williseethebabyfallingout?



Dr:(smiled)That'sthewholepoint

isn'tit?

Lolo:Areyemmaotaabotsamo

gongwekamoso...Doctoraonale

emergency

InBayang'scar...

Aatileskiddedintotheparkinglotand

steppedoutslammingthedooras

Lettyfollowedhimintotheclinic...

Hisheartpoundedashebarreled

acrossthereceptiontakingoffhistie



andleanedovertothefrontdesk...

Aatile:Hi...I'mlookingfortwo

women...Theotheroneisveryshort

andlightskinnedwhiletheotheris

tallandbrownish...DidintleandAlone

Mowana

Receptionist:I'msorrywedon'tgive

outclientsinformation,it'sagainst

ourpolicyareyoufamily?

Aatile:(glared)I'monlygoingtoask

youonetime,haosankarabentago

thubakampama.Wherearethey?

Her:(heartpounding)Theyleft...

Aatile:You'relying,whereisthe



doctor?

Her:Room3butheisattendinga

patie-

Hepushedthroughthedoorsreading

eachofthemandburstedthrough

roomthreewherethedoctorwas

conductingapelvicexamination,he

turnedaroundthenthepatient

coveredherselfinshock..

Aatile:DidintleandLolo,whereare

they?Didyoudotheabortion?

Becauseifyoudidyoushouldpack

yourbagsandcatchthenextflightto



Lagosbeforethepolicegetyou,trust

meBotswanapoliceservicesisn't

rankednumber1inAfricafor

nothing...NowIwantyoutothink

verycarefullyabouttheanswers

you'regoingtogivemebecauseif

youdidthis,youjustkilledmyonly

sonandIwon't-

Thesecurityguyswalkedinand

grabbedhimbothsides...

Aatile:Tellthemtoletmego...Now

DrEbikaki:Lethimgo...(theylethim

go)Let'sgointotheoffice...(tookoff



theglovesandturnedtothepatient)

I'msorryma'am,I'llberightback.I

apologiseforallthese.

Aatilefollowedhimtotheoffice...

Aatile:I'mlistening...

Ebikaki:Theywerehereandtheshort

onedidn'tseemtobesureaboutitso

itoldthemicouldn'tdoitbutthetall

oneinsistedtheybuythepillssothey

canusethemifshechangedher

mind.Theyleftlike5minutesago....

Pleasedon'ttakethisfurther,Iwas

onlytryingtohelpthinkingthey're



desperate.Ididn'twantthemtodoit

withsomeonewhodoesn'tknowand

endupkillingthem..Younggirlsget

rippedoffallthetime,theygetsold

fakepillsandsomeofthemdie

duringtheprocessbecauseitsjust

differentpills

Aatile:(pointedathim)Youbetter

hopeifindheringoodhealth

becauseifIdon'tyou'regoingtojail...

Hewalkedoutandpassedbetween

thesecurityguardswithaserious

faceasLettyranbehindhimlikealap

dog......



InAatile'scar....

AfteralongdriveLolomadeaturnto

'Thebeach'...

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Lolo:Weneedtotalkaboutthis

Me:Wealreadytalked,ineedtime...

Shedrovethroughthewhitesandby

theriverbanksandgotstuck,the

wheelsspunendlesslysprayingthe

sandbackandforth....



Me:(lookedoutside)Wearestuck...

Shesighedandlookedatme...

Lolo:Didipleasetellme...asa

womanyoudon'tunderstandwhat

I'mgoingthrough?you'remy

childhoodfriend..Howami

supposedtofeelwhenyourchildwith

myhusbandisolderthanmine?Why

shouldyouhavehischildwhenyou

cangetridofthisandhaveafresh

startwithanotherman,whyobatago

ntsenyastress?Okgathiwakeeng



mogotsholengngwanawamonna

wamenemma?Kooredilotsedinteo

batadibonelwamogowenahela?

Aatilejaakaalesmartjaanaobonaa

tshwanelawenagonalennaakere?

Myheartthrobbedthroughmychest

andmythroatdriedasIbegun

sweating,Iknewshehadatemper

andshehadastrongbodywiththe

rightheighttobackitup,ionthe

othersidewasterriblyshortand

skinny...

Lolo:I'mtalkingtoyou,whyareyou



tryingsohardtomakemeabad

person?Rightnowyou'relookingat

melikeyou'reavictimwhenyou're

not...Rememberwhenwewere

comingfromGabsandyouwere

flirtingwithAttie?Whatdidyou

promiseme?Didn'tyousayifheever

mademovesonyouyou'drejecthim?

Me:Idid

Lolo:(tearfully)Andyetyoudidthe

opposite,notonlydidyouspread

yourlegsformyhusbandyoudidso

withoutacondom,kantekagoreall

theguesthousesandhotelrooms

haveatleastsixcondomswhydidn't

youuseprotection?Why?(ikept



quiet)Why?Skantirasematakebua

kelenosi,why?

Me:Thedrawerwastoofar...

Lolo:(tearfullysweating)Whathavei

everdonetoyoutodeserveallthese?

WherewasyourloveformeDidi?Ifi

canprotectyoufromstrangers

becauseyou'redrunkwhycan'tyou

protectmebystayingawayfroma

manilove?isitsohardtobeloyal?

(tookoutapill)Havethispill...You're

goingtodothis,it'stheonlythingI'm

askingyoutodoformeandmy

daughter,ilovethisman...Iknowyou

thoughtiwasusinghimbutno,ihave

moneyandajob...I'mstartingnext



week...Ilovehimandyou'rebreaking

myheartbywantingtobetheoneto

carryhisbaby,kooreobatagonne

janghelakenyetswekeAatilewena

orwelerwelengwanawagagweka

mpakaha..Kometsapilisi

Me:I'mnotdoingit,it'sababy...Did

youseehimmoving?

Shepressedherphoneandlookedat

meagain...

Lolo:Karejapilisi...

Me:Iwon'teventellhim,Iwasn't

planningtoanyway...Iwantedto



raisemysononmyown,youdidit

withMayagompienosheis6years

withoutthehelpofaman.Icanalso

doitkangwanake...YouknowI'm

justalone,mmamacandieanytime

becausesheisanelderlythenI'llbe

leftalone...Ineedcompany.

Lolo:Can'tyougomakeababywith

anotherman,anyman?(angrily)

Kantewhyamievennegotiatingwith

youbecauseiknowyouwantAtile,

youlongwantedhim...Saleonnale

crushmogoene...Nwapilisi...

Sheforcedthepillonmymouthandi



spatitthenisteppedoutofthecar,

shejumpedoutofthecarandran

afterme.

Isprintedacrosstheheavysandand

shetrippedmefrombehindthemshe

fellonmybackputtingherarm

aroundmyneckchokingme...

Lolo:(panting)Whydoyouwantme

tobegyou?

Icouldn'tspeakwithherarmaround

myneckthenIsawacar

approaching,itgavemestrengthto



holdonasItriedtoshakeheroffbut

shehadmeonlockdownandtwigs

wereprickingmybump...

Me:(chokingtearfully)Lolo

o..…nthabisa...dikgongmompeng..

ThecarstoppedthenAonestepped

outandranover,Tearsfilledmyeyes

asitriedpullingoffLolo'sarmbut

shewastoostrong.

AonepulledmeupthenLololetme

goanddustedherself...



Aone:Let'sgotothecar...Re2wena

o1,you'llbestupidifyouthinkyou

canoverpowerusrele2ole

mosesaneso...

Theybothheldeachofmywristsasi

walkedbetweenthemthenwegotin

thecar,Lolohandedmethepills..

Aone:(panting)Jadipilisithemma

waredia..

Lolo:Kanait'seitherelewagaAttie

kanaBayang



Aone:Kehoo,nnathemmamogo

nnangwanyanaonwadipilisi...Orwe

tieherandtakehertomyfather's

farm,shewillstaythereandbleed

thereonherownifshethinksthisis

ajoke.Nwapilisi

Me:Lolothisisnotyou,you'renot

likethis,whathappenedtoyou?

Lolo:It'sveryfunnythatpeopleonly

noticethechangeinyourbehaviour

butcan'tseetheircontribution,gake

tsenwe.Ididn'twakeuponemorning

andturnintothis...youbetrayedme,

thereisnothingthatjustifieswhat

youdidwithAatileafterIhave

beggedyounotto...Nwapilisigonna



bosigokeyekobaneng...

Sheforcedthepillinmymouthas

Aonepinnedbothofmyarmsbehind

methenIspatit,shesmackedme

acrossthefacethensheforcedthem

allinmymouthandcoveredwithher

hand.

IstruggledtomoveasAonepinned

medownfromthebackwhileLolo

coveredmymouthtightlywithallthe

pillsinmymouth...

Lolo:(pressingherlipstogether



sweating)Wearejustgoingtobelike

thisuntilthesepillsmeltinyour

mouthandyouswallowthem.Obata

gontwaelathemma

Aone:(tightlyholdingme)Motshware

helajalo....

Tearsrolledasifeltthepillsmelting

inmymouth,Itriedmybestnotto

swallowbutsalivafilledmymouth

andbitbybitiinvoluntarily

swallowed.....

Thenextinsertfollowsat11am.

*



*

*

*

*.

[9/3,11:32PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴17

AtBayang'sHouse....

AatiledesperatelystaredatBayang

ashecalledhiswifebuttherewasno

answer...



Bayang:Sheisnotpicking,doyou

mindtellingmewhat'sgoingon?

Aatile:Lorrainesaysshewaswithher

whenLolotextedhersotheycould

meetbutLoloisnotpickinghercalls,

ijustwanttoknowwheresheis.

Bayang:Didyouguyshaveafightor

something?Issherunningfromyou?

Aatile:It'scomplicatedandit'salong

story,letmejustdrivearound-

Bayang:Ihaveattachedtracker'son

ourcarsandIcanlocatethemwith

myphonebutI'llneedtheInternetto

locateit.

Aatile:IhaveInternet,letmeconnect



you...SearcherWiFi...

HeconnectedtotheInternetand

clickedonthemapfollowingthered

blinkingdot...

Aatile:(anxiously)Anyluck?

Bayang:Yeah,Lookslikethey'reby

theriverthisthingusesGooglemaps

soe-

Aatile:(snatchedthephone)Letme

see...

Bayang:KesideyaTheBeachgolo

haakere?



Aatile:Yeah

Hehandedhimthephoneandranto

thecarthenBayangfollowedhimand

gotinthebackasLettyquietlysatin

thefrontseat...

Aatile:Um...Youdon'thavetogo

Bayang:Iknowwhenyouarehiding

somethingfromme...Besidesif

you'relocatingmywifeimightas

wellgofindoutwhatthisisallabout.

What'sreallygoingon?

Aatile:(steppedontheaccelerator

drivingoutthegate)Ican'texplain



rightnow...

Bayang:Isthatfair?

Aatile:(sighed)I'mlookingforDidi,

LolotookherforabortionbutDidi

changedhermindandLoloinsisted

theybuypillsincaseshechangesher

mind.Theydidn'tgohomeafter,i

triedcallingDidiherphoneisoffand

Loloisn'tansweringmycalls.

Bayang:(shocked)Areyouserious?

WhywouldDidiabortafterregistering

herpregnancy?Shecouldgotojail

forthat..

Aatile:IthinkLolopressurisedher

Bayang:Yeahbutwhywouldshe



agreetothat?It'snotlikesheowes

heranythingandwhywouldLolo

pressurisehertoabortwhenshe

refusedtoabortherswhenshewasa

teenager?Itdoesn'tmakesense

Aatilekeptquietanddroveovertaking

fourcarsallatonce....

Bayang:Sowhatdoesthishavetodo

withAone?Shedoesn'tlikeDidikana,

eokesurekayone..

Aatile:Idon'tknow,Lorrainetoldme

shewaswithAonewhenLolotexted

hertomeetbutshedidn'tsaymuch...



AtTheBeach....

Ifeltthebabymovingandthis

motivatedme,Iblockedmythroat

withmytongueastheybothheldme.

Theyslowlygrewimpatientandgot

tired...

Aone:Didsheswallow?

Lolo:No

Aone:Blockhernosetoothatwill

makeherswalloweverything...



Itriedkickingandmovingmyhead

butLoloheldmynecktightlyand

movedherhandovermynose

blockingme.

Shecoveredmetightlyandionly

managedtoholdmybreathfor

almostaminutebeforeswallowing

everything...

Lolo:Ithinksheswallowed...Shouldi

letgo?

Aone:Wait,justholdhersoitcanget

inhersystem.Shemightinsert



fingersandthrowupafter

Lolo:Sheisnotbreathingkanagape

ithasmeltedremember?It'snotapill

evenifshetriesitwon'tfallout

becauseit'sliquid

Aone:Don'tletgo

Lolo:Asahemenewena?Shecould

die?

Aone:Releasethenoseonly...We

havetowaitlikethisforanhouror

so...Cytotectakes2hourstogetin

thesystem,afterthatlehaakarein

themorningshewillbeonher

period...



Theyheldmedownforaverylong

timeuntilwewerealltired,Lolo

staredinmyeyesasilookedinhers

tearfully.Herconscienceforcedher

toletgoofmethenicoveredmy

facecryingloudly,Lolotearfully

movedbackregrettablylookingat

me...

Lolo:(rubbingmyback)I'mreally

sorrythatIhadtodothis...Ihope

onedayyou'llunderstandwhyihad

todothis.Iloveyoubutican'tletyou

destroymyfamily.I'msorry



Isteppedoutofthecarbarefoot

cryingwithmyarmaroundmy

foreheadlikeachildtheniknelton

theriverbankandpickedwaterwith

myhandsdrinkingasmuchasicould

theniturnedinserting4fingersdown

mythroatandthrewuponthesand...

Aonegaveheraropethenshetiedto

herfourwheeldriveandpulledher

outofthesand,Lolothrewoutmy

bagandshoesthentheybothgotin

thecarsandturnedthecarsaround

butBayang'scarblockedtheirway...



Aatilesteppedoutandrantowards

measithrewupthenigotupandran

towardshimcrying...

Aatile:Areyouokay?

Me:(crying)Pleasetakemetothe

hospital,sheforcedmetodrinkthe

pillsAonewasholdingmedown,

please....Please....

Hepickedmyshoesandbagthenhe

grabbedmywristandrantowards

thecarasLettyopenedthedoorfor

me.



Igotinandheclosedthedoorthen

hehurriedovertoher...

Aatile:(pointedather)Iwantyouat

thehospitalwhenigetthere...Ifnot

thendon'tletmefindyouinmy

housebecauseIwantanexplanation

forthisandyou'regoingtogiveitto

me.

MeanwhileAonegotinthe

passenger'ssidethenBayang

jumpedinthedriver'sseattakingthe

lead...



Aatileslammedthedoorandstepped

ontheacceleratorleavingawhite

dustbehind....

Aatile:Whathappenedoutthere?

Me:(crying)I'msorry...It'syourbaby

Aatile:(angrily)Ifuckingknowthat,

okay?iknowaboutDrEbikakitoo

andthatyouboughtpills,whywould

youdothat?

Me:Atfirstithoughtihadtodoit

becauseibetrayedher...ButwhenI

sawthebabymovingichangedmy

mindandsheinsistedonthepills,I

toldherineededtimebutshewanted



metodoit,shemusthavecalled

Aonebecauseshecameandthey

heldmedown...Iswearididn'twant

todothis...

Aatile:Youshouldn'thavebeenthere

inthefirstplaceandthefactthatyou

hidthispregnancyfrommepisses

meoffthaneverythingyoudid

becauseitmeanspartofyouwas

planningtoexcludemefromour

child'slife.Youbetterhopehe

survivesthisbecauseifhedoesn't

you'regoingtopayforit...

Myhandsandlegsshookashedrove



throughthehospitalgatedialing

someone....

Aatile:yeah....Whoisondutyko

Emergency?...Okaysharp...

Hehungupanddialedhim....

Aatile:Hey,I'mbringinginmy...My

girlfriendsheispregnantand

ingestedithinkcytotec,pleasehelp

me...**...IunderstandthatbutIreally

needyoutoleavethatpatientanddo

thisoneforme.Idon'twantherto

wait...I'mbeggingyou...**...



Please.....Thanks,moICU?....Okay.

I'moutside...

Hehungupandparkedthecarthen

heopenedmydoorandgrabbedmy

wristleadingmeinside...

Aatile:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Justscared...

Aatile:You'regoingtobeokay...Don't

stress...

Lettylockedthecarandranbehind

uswithmyhandbag.



OnceinsideAatilepeakedthrough

theICUglassandfoundhiscolleague

wrappinghisstethoscopearoundhis

neckthenhepushedthedoorand

helpedmelayonthebed...

Theybumpedshouldersthenthe

doctorapproachedmybed...

Dr:Howmanypillsdidyoutake?

Me:4

Dr:Doyouknowcytotec?Werethey

circleor-



Me:Hexagonkindoflikeshapewith

ahorizontallineacross,they'rewhite

Dr:Alright...Howlongagowasit?

Me:Idon'tknow,ithink2hoursor

more...

Anursewalkedinanddrewmyblood

asthedoctortalkedtome...

Dr:(totheothernurse)Charcoal

please...(hefacedmeandputonthe

stethoscopeon)Howarefeelingnow?

Me:I'mjustfine,I'mjustscared

Dr:Yeahicanhearyourheart



beat...relax,wearegoingtotakecare

ofyou...Whydidyoutakethepills?

Me:Afriendforcedmeto,theywere

holdingmedown...

Anursepiercedmeandhungthedrip

abovemethenshepulledanother

medicaltrolleyover...

Nurse:(lubricatingatube)I'mgoing

toputthistubeinyournostril,itwill

godownyourthroatto-

Me:what?Insidemynose?



Myheartpoundedasshelifted,my

skincrawledandIturnedmyhead

pushingherhand,icouldn'timagine

thepainofatubegettinginmynose

downmythroatthenAatilestepped

overandheldmyarmleaningover...

Aatile:Didiyouhavetorelax...Doyou

wanttosaveourboyornot?I'm

beggingyoupleasestopmovingand

crying...Theseguysaretryingtohelp

us...Themoreyoudelaythemore

workthesepillsaredoing...Ineedmy

boyplease...Please...staystillokay?



Tearsrolleddownasthenurse

insertedthetubeinmynoseand

pusheditdowntomythroatandinto

mystomachthenifeltaliquidgoing

throughthetubeasAatileheldmy

handandkissedit...

Aatile:I'mrighthere...wecandothis...

(kissedmyhand)You'restrong...

Minuteslaterthenurseremovedthe

tubeandwalkedoutthenAatilesat

onthebedlookingatme...

Aatile:Areyouokay?(inodded)I'm



goingtothelabokay?(whispered)I

wanttomakesuretheguysonduty

don'tputyoursamplesonthewaiting

list,iwantthemtotestit

immediately...Okay?(inodded)I'm

sorryforyellingatyouatearlier...(he

kissedmyhandandstoodup)keeta...

Iwon'tbelong...

HepushedtheICUdoorsandwalked

outasIlaidonthebedthenLetty

walkedovercarryingmyhandbag...

Letty:Areyouokay?

Me:(tearfully)Idon'tknowLetty...I



don'twanttolosemybaby...Ican't...

Sheputthebagdownandsatonthe

hairholdingmyhandscarefulenough

nottodisturbthecannula...

Letty:(singing)

I'mtradingmysorrows

I'mtradingmyshame

I'mlayingthemdownforthejoyof

theLord

I'mtradingmysickness

I'mtradingmypain

I'mlayingthemdownforthejoyof



theLord

Ismiledtearfully,Icouldn'tbelieve

sherememberedhowthatsong

mademefeelyearsago....

Meandher:WesayyesLord,yes

Lord,yes,yesLord

yesLord,yesLord,yes,yesLord

yesLord,yesLord,yes,yesLord,

Amen

Wesangasicriedthensheclosed

hereyesandprayed....



Attheemergencyparkinglot...

Bayangparkedthecarandturnedto

Aone...

Bayang:Whathappened?Andihope

youdon'tlietome

Aone:Lolocalledmeupandtoldme

DidiwaspregnantwithAatile'sbaby

andshewantedhertoabortbutshe

wasrefusing.Iwenttheretostop

Lolofromdoingsuchanevilthing....i

meanididn'tevenunderstandhow

shewasplanningtodoit.



Bayang:Wai-what?Didiispregnant

withAatile'sbaby?Howisthat

possible?Hedidn'teven-

Aone:Apparentlyshewasplanningto

hideituntilitwasbigthenshewould

extortmoneyfromAatileor

something,it'sjustaloadof

nonsensebabe...Idon'tknowwhatis

wrongwiththesegirls,sleepingwith

thesamemenandbeingfriends...

Bayang:Sowhathappened?

Aone:whenigotthereLolowas

chokingheronthesandwithpillsin

hermouth,itriedtopullheroffbut

Didihadalreadyswallowedthem



Bayang:Sowhywereyouleavingher

bytheriveraloneifyouwentthereto

help?

Aone:LolotoldmetoleaveandDidi

watengrefusedtogetinmycar,she

hasanattitudetowardsmeIdon't

knowwhysolennaisaidsuit

yourself.

Bayang:(sighed)Ican'tbelieveAatile

woulddothis...(steppedout)wait

here...ItsnotevenaboutDidi

anymore...

Hewalkedinthehospital...



Atthelab....

LateronAatileleanedoverthe

computerashiscolleagueentered

theresultsonthebloodresults

form.…

Aatile:Thisisbad...Thebabymight

notsurvivetheselevels...

Colleague:Andthey'regoingtoadmit

herbecauseshemightlosethebaby

inthemorning

Aatile:EishMtshepulatheskarialo

wantsosa



Colleague:It'stoomuch,thework

hasbeendonealready..

Aatile:Eish...

Heworriedlywalkedout,seconds

laterBayangsteppedinthelab

foldingthesleevesofhist-shirt...

Bayang:Aatileokae?

Colleague:Youmissedhimbya

second,hemustbeintheelevatorif

heisgoingdownstairs...

Hequicklyturnedandwalked



towardstheelevator...

Inthetoilet....

Lettysupportedmydripasisaton

thetoiletandpoopedallblackitching

likechillie...

Me:OhmyGod...Whyisitblack?

Letty:Maybeit'sthethingthey

pouredinyourstomachwithatube...

Areyoubleeding?

Me:(wipedwithaTPandchecked)

No...



Letty:Let'shurry,thenursesaidyou

shouldn'tbelong.Shewenttocheck

ifthescanisworking,apparentlyit

hasn'tbeenworkingforhoursnow

Me:Okay...

Westeppedoutofthetoiletand

headedtoICUwhereIlaidonthebed

thenanursewalkedinwithmy

records...

Nurse:Prepareyourself,ihaveto

takeyoutothegynaecologyward.

Thedoctoradmittedyoufor

observation...



Outside...

AatileapproachedtheICUthenLolo

hurriedoverandheldhisarm...

Lolo:I'msorryforlettingherdragme

intothis,shebeggedmetopayfor

herbecauseshedidn'thavemoney.I

wantedtorefusebutshe-

Aatile:(pausedandlookedather

handholdinghiswrist)Don'ttouch

me...(sheslowlyletgoofhim)I'm

nottalkingtoyourightnow...Ifyou

wanttobehelpfulgositinthecar



andwaitformethere.

Shequietlyturnedbacktothecar

thenhecontinuedwalking...

InICU...

Lettyputmyhandbagonthebedand

movedbackasthenurseadjusted

mybedthenAatilewalkedin...

Aatile:What'sgoingon?

Nurse:OhheyAttie,sheisbeing

admitted...OyaGyna



Aatile:Okay....

Bayangwalkedthroughthedoor

foldinghisfistandpunchedAatileon

themouth.........

Bayang:OtaanyelakanaAatile

waitse?

Familypleasetagthem,Likethe

insertandleaveacommentquickly

soicanpostthenextonebeforewe

sleep.Goodtobeback,thankyoufor

yourpatience.



*

*

*

*

*..
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InICU...

Nurse:HeelaBayangoirang?



Aatileremainedseatedonthefloor

andrubbedhisbloodylipasBayang

stoodinfrontofhim...

Bayang:(angrily)Soyousleptwith

her?

Nurse:(pulledBayangback)Areyou

sureyou'rereadytoloseyourjob?

Becauseifyouthrowonemore

punchI'mcallingsecurityandguess

what?You'llbeinfrontofa

disciplinarycommitteeonMonday.

HeglaredatAatilewhoremained

calmsittingonthefloorthenhe



turnedwalkingoutstaringatme..

Me:I'msorry-

Bayang:(frowned)Bitchplease,that

punchhasnothingtodowithyou,

don'tflatteryourself.I'mamarried

manandunlikesomeoneiknowi

respectcommitment.Ican'tbelievei

everfeltsorryforyou.Youhaven't

changednotonebit,thesameold

stupidbitchyouwere4yearsago

whenyouhandedyourvirginitytoa

totalstrangerinexchangeforabottle

ofbeer.



HewalkedoutthenAatilegotup

dustinghispantsasthenurse

pushedmybedthenLettyquietly

followed.

AtBayang'shouse....

AwhilelaterBayangstoodunderthe

showerbathingthenAoneslowly

openedthedoorwithanaughtysmile

andwalkedin.

Shehunghertowelontherailandput

onashowercapthenshestepped

in...



Bayangturnedaroundandheldher

armsupportingherthenshehugged

himasthewaterwashedcooled

themdown,heliftedherchinand

kissedher...

Bayang:ThanksfortryingtohelpDidi

Aone:(smiled)Itwastheleasticould

do..

Bayang:IunderstandwhyLolodid

whatshedid,itwaswrongbuti

understandthelogicbehindit.She

probablylovesthattraitoranddidn't

wanttodealwithbabymamadrama



oncethey'remarried.LololovesDidi,i

knewthemsincetheywereyoung

koorehelabathobanalegoraelaba

bangwe.AatileandDidishouldn't

haveevenentertainedtheirfeelings

foroneanother...

Aone:True...

Bayang:Ifthatbabydoesn'tmakeit

Lolowon'tseethelight,Youhaveno

ideawhatAatiledidtoMaya'smother

afterlockingMayainthehousealone

togoclubbing

Aone:Whatdidhedo?

Bayang:(sighed)Nevermind...let's

talkaboutus(kissedher)Imissed



you....Howareyou?

Aone:(blushing)I'mgood...

Hekissedherandturnedheraround

thenhespreadherbuttocksapart

andslidinasshemoanedwithher

cheekagainstthewall....

Inthecar....

Lolosatinthebackseatholdingthe

phonetoherearcrying...

Lora:Iknewtherewassomethingi



didn'tlikeaboutAone,thatwomanis

vindictiveandifyoukeepherclose

you'regoingtoendupinjail.Friends

likeherbreakthelawwithyouandlie

theirwayoutleavingyoutoget

blamedforeverything.

Lolo:(crying)LoraI'msoscared...I

wasn'tthinkingatallkooreneke

lebilehelagorekeavoiderstressand

forgotabouthowAatilewillfeelifhe

foundout.

Lora:Iunderstandthemma,stress

andfearcanmakeyoudosomething

youwouldn'tnormallydo...it'sokay

koorewhatIdon'tunderstandisa

friendwhoseesherfriendtakinga



wrongturnandhelpherdestroyher

life,totalewenaneomphithellangall

these?Whywasiexcludedfromall

thesebecausennankaboonkidile

helammeiwouldn'thaveallowed

youtodothis,notbecauseisupport

whatthatsocalledfriendofyoursdid

toyoubutbecausekemolato.You

haveMayatothinkofandyouhavea

newjobtolookforwardto...Didyou

forgetallthat?Kanathepoliceare

goingtogetyou,whatyoudidke

abduction,assaultandforced

abortion...thosearejustwhatiknow

I'msurethereismore.Mayaenewa

rengkaene?Legonelempelegisa



banagoreleyegobolayangwana,

kweLolowhyodahlelwakestress

jaanawena?

Lolo:(crying)I'mscaredLorraine...

WaitseI'mscared...Ican'tgotojail

sothatMayacanberapedbypeople

Lora:Anddon'tforgetthatZero

wantsher,sothatautomatically

giveshimfullcustodyyagaMaya

wenaopantiteladimpatsatsalaya

noga.

Lolo:I'dratherkillMayaandkill

myself

Lora:Lolowee?Waasimololaakere?

Don'teventalklikethat...Don't...



Don'tentertainsuchthoughtsabout

Maya,sheishappy

Lolo:Butidestroyedthat.Aatileis

goingtosendmetojailforthis,even

ifhedoesn'tDidiisstillgoingto

reportmeandMayawillgotoZero,

ZerosmokesMarijuanaanddrinks

likethereisnotomorrowgaseyooka

neelwangngwanaandmymother

won'tcarebecauseI'llbeinjaileven

ifshetriessinceMayahasahouse

boDiboy'saregoingtoabuseherand

somethingtellsmeGobona

contactedZero,idon'tknowwhyi

thinkso...GaeseDidikeeneand

nowI'msureit'snotDidi,Gobonawill



abusemydaughterit'sbestikillher

andkillmyself.Ican'tgotojailforso

manyoffences,whatifigofor6

yearsandfindMayaeleawreck

becausepeopleusedher?

Lora:Ifyoucontinuetalkinglikethat

I'llgoknockonyourdoorandget

Mayafromthemaid,stoptalkinglike

that...Whydoyouletfearcontrolyou?

Goinsidethehospitalanddrinkwater

thencallmeagainhaotswelelao

buanogakeagotsayaMayaobata

gonkgoleganewena?Ija

ShehungupthenLolosteppedoutof



thecarandwalkedinthehospital....

Atgynaecologyward....

Lateronthenursefilledthe

admissionpaperworkandwalked

out...

Nurse:Attiepleasedon'tbelong,i

wantyoutoleavebeforeyoudisturb

mypatientsbaitheeditse

Attie:(smiled)Iwon'tbelong...

Heclosedthecurtainsandsatonthe



edgeofthebedholdingmyhand...

Aatile:Didyouseeyourbloodresults?

Me:Yes...

Aatile:Youhavehighlevelstsa

CytotecmomadingbutI'msatisfied

witheverythingtheyhavedoneso

far...(lookingatthedrip)Ibelieve

thesewillhelptoobutifithappens

thatwelosethisba-

Me:Don'ttalklikethat...I'mgoingto

befine..

Aatile:(gentlyrubbedmyhands

togetherandsmiled)IknowbutI'm

justsayingbepreparedforanything



andwehavetotalkaboutLolo,are

youreportingherorlettingitgo?

Me:IfthebabysurvivesalltheseI'll

letitgoandstayoutofherway.

Aatile:That'syouropinionasthe

motherbutnnahela...(shookhis

headthoughtfully)Idon'tknowifi

cangetoverthis.Iwanttotalktothe

doctorwhoattendedyouandcallthe

police.

Me:ButthenI'malsogoingtobeheld

accountablebecauseiagreedtogo

seeDrEbikaki

Aatile:Andhisstatementwillruleyou

out,hetoldmeeverything.Hetold



meyouchangedyourmind

Me:Butistillfeelbad,whatwill

happentoMaya?

Aatile:Wehaveamaidandshewill

lookafterthegirls.Don'tworryabout

that...Don'tworryaboutanythingthat

Loloshouldhaveworriedabout

beforeshedecidedtofeedyou

poison.Idon'tcareifthebabylives

shehastoknowwhatshedidwas

wrong..That'smeasthedad

Me:Iunderstand..

Aatile:(sighed)Ihavetogo...I'llbring

youafewthingsinthemorning,is

thereanythingyou'recraving?



Me:No,anythingisfine

Aatile:(smiledandtouchedmybump)

Thankyouforthis...Ican'twaitto

seehim...Ihavealwayswantedaboy.

Ifeellikejumpingrightnow..(we

bothlaughed)Tomorrowmorningthe

docwilltakeyoutothescan..Kabo

10...I'lltrytobethere...Tabeke

theogetsekolebongbutI'llsneakout

andjoinyou

Me:Okay...

Aatile:(laughed)Bythewayispoke

toyouruncle,yourfamilyis

adorable...Youwon'tbelievethe

stuntyourgrandmotherpulledonme..



Me:(laughed)Whathappened?

Thenursewalkedin...

Nurse:Attieweeakootsamaethe

rramolwetsewameaikhutsewena?

ShouldIstartusingthetimeschedule

onyoulikeallthevisitors?

Aatile:(laughed)I'mleaving...

Nurse:(walkingaway)Thankyou

Webothsmiledlookingatone

anotherthenhestoodupandpeeled

thesheetsoff,heleanedoverand



kissedmybumpcaressingit...

Aatile:Howareyouholdupinthere

buddy?Iknowyou'rekickingass

becauseit'sinyourblood.Daddyis

proudofyou,seeyoutomorrow

morning...

Hekissedmybellybuttonandpulled

thesheetsovermychestgently

tuckingmeinthenheleanedover

andwhisperedinmyear...

Aatile:HisnameisGiovanni



Me:(giggled)Meaning?

Aatile:Godhasshownfavour

Me:(smiled)Iloveit...

Hestraightenedupandsighedwitha

smilelookinginmyeyes...

Aatile:Giovanni'sma...(laughed)Wa

rengbabymama?

Me:(laughedandslappedhishand)

Don'tcallmethat,mxm..

Aatile:(pinchedmycheekwitha

smile)Letmego...I'llcallyoubeforei

gotobed



Me:Don'tcallme,I'mfine

Aatile:(laughed)Alreadydenyingme

myson,uh..babymamaeyaareng

ne...(webothlaughed)SeriouslyI'll

justbecallingtoseehowyou're

doing,I'mworriedthatthesepills

dissolvedinyourbloodstream...I'm

nothittingonyou,youcanrelaxI'm

justhappyaboutmyson.

Me:Ok,sorry

Aatile:It'scool...Getsomerest.I'll

passbyyourgrandmother'shouse

andupdatehersoshecangotobed

inpeace

Me:Thanks..



Aatile:Bye

Hewalkedoutthenisighedrubbing

mybumpwithasmile....

AtAatile'shouse....

LateronAatilequietlyparkedthecar

andsteppedoutasLolofollowedhim

inthehouse,hehadn'tsaidaword

sincetheyleftthehospitalandshe

wasdesperatetohearwhathehadto

say...



Lolo:(lockingthedoor)Arewegoing

totalkaboutwhathappened?

Hepassedtothechildren'sbedroom

andpeakedinthenheclosedand

passedtotheirbedroomtakingoff

hist-shirt...

Lolo:Canwetalk?

Aatile:(sighedandturnedtoher

exhaustedly)Sure,what'sup?

Lolo:(satonthebed)I'msorryfor

whathappened.

Aatile:(turnedawayandtookoffhis



pants)Ehe...

Hewenttothebathroomandtooka

bathasLolowaitedsittingonthe

edgeofthebed....

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackin

dryinghimselfwithatowelandstood

bythewardrobeapplyingabitof

lotionthenheflickedtheswitchand

gotundercoversleavinghersittingin

thedark...

Shetookoffherclothesandlaid

downastearswetthepillow....



Atthehospital....

Thenextmorningiturnedaroundhalf

asleepandfeltmysheetsgettingwet

theniputmyhandonthesheetand

looked,myfingertipswerebloody.

Thesleepinessihaddisappearedas

myeyeswidenedthenileapedup

andkickedawaythesheets,there

wasalargestainofbloodonthe

whitesheetsthenigotdownthebed

puttingmyfeetinmyflip-flops...



Somethinglargeblockedmykuku

weighingmypantiesdowntheni

slowlypulledthemdown,thebaby

poppedandfellonthefloorwith

morebloodflowing...

Me:(crying)Noooo.....

Itwasarealbabywithlittlevisible

bodypartsandhewasthesizeofa

mangothenikneltonthefloorand

pickedhimupwithbothhandscrying,

thepatientnexttomybedwalked

overandpressedthenursealert

buttonasicriedholdingGiovanni's



littlelifelessbodytomychest....

*

*

*

*

*.
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AtAatile'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningAatilewalkedout



ofthebedroomfixinghistieasthe

childrenhadbreakfastsittingatthe

dinnertable.

TheoldestMayatookouther

homeworkwhilechewingandstood

up...

Maya:Mama?Mamawee?

Lolo:(inthekitchen)I'mstillworking

onyourcoolerboxes..I'llberight

there

Maya:(sawherdadcomingover)

Dadlistentomyhomework,ididit

aloneyesterdaybecauseyoudidn't



comehomeontime..

Aatile:Okay...Goon...

HetookafewspoonsoutofBaby

Maya'sfoodandkissedheronthe

cheekthenhesatdown...

Maya:(reading)Myself...

MynameisMayaJohnson,iam9

yearsoldandiliveinMaunwithmy

family.MyfatherisAatileJohnson

andmymotherisAloneMowana,my

littlesisterisBabyMayaMowana



andverysoonwewillallbethe

Johnsonsbecausemyfatherisgoing

tomarrymymother.Mysisterandi

willbetwinsattheweddingand

dancingtogether.Mymotheristhe

bestinthewholewideworld,she

cooksformeanddoesmyhair.Ilove

mysisterbecausesheistalkative,

shetalksallthetimeuntilshefalls

asleepandshelikessuckingher

thumb.Ourfatherputschilisonher

fingersoshestopssuckingher

thumbbecausehesaysshewillneed

bracesifshedon'tstop.IthankSanta

clauseandGodformakingmy

wishescometrue,iwishedfora



familyonChristmasandnowihave

one.

TherewassilenceasAatileandLolo

staredather...

Maya:(confused)What?Isitwrong?

Aatile:(snatchedthebook)Didyou

reallywritethat?Canastandard4

studentwritethat..

Hereadthroughhergrammatical

errorsandlookedather...



Maya:(smiled)Isitgood?

Aatile:Youhavetoworkonyour

Punctuationandspellingbutit's

okay...

Hehelpedhercorrectthehomework

asLoloservedhimwithhisplateof

breakfast...

Baby:Didyouputchilisonmyfinger?

MayaandLololaughedthenshe

angrilyleftthetablepouting..



Aatile:(stood)Guyscomeon,why

areyoulaughing?letampolaisa

motho...

Hefollowedhertothebedroom

whereshewassittingonthebed

foldingherarms,Aatilesatonthe

edgeofthebedthenheliftedherand

putheronhislap,heputhisarms

aroundandsighedthoughtfully...

Aatile:Letmetellyouastory...There

wasagirlwhosuckedherthumb,she

suckedituntilherteethbentoutside

somuchevenwhensheclosedher



mouthherteethwouldpointat

everyoneandotherkidswouldlaugh

ather,shedidn'thavefriendsand

becameaverysadlonelychild

becauseofherscaryteeth.Iputchili

onyourfingersoyoucanstop

suckingyourthumbbecauseyou

tookofftheplasterwhenIwrappedit

aroundyourfinger...(sighed)Letme

showyousomething...

HeGoogledeffectsofsuckingyour

thumbandshowedherthepictures..

Aatile:Doyouwantteethlikethis?



Maya:(nodded)No

Aatile:See?ButI'msorryforputting

chilisonyourfingerandI'mhappy

youhaven'tsuckedyourthumball

week.I'mreallyproudofyouokay?

Maya:(smiled)Yes..

Aatile:Wearelate,let'sgo...(smiled)

Whereismyhug?

Babysmiledandhuggedhimthenhe

stoodupcarryingheronhischest

andjoinedtheladiesasLolofixed

Maya'shairandgaveherthebad...



TheschoolbushonkedandBaby

grabbedherbag,Mayagotboththeir

coolersandranout...

Maya:Bye

Baby:Bye

Theyclosedthedoorandleftan

awkwardsilenceinthehouseas

AatilesatthereeatingwhileLolo

cleanedthetablewithakitchen

cloth...

Aatile:Canwetalk?



Shequicklysatdownuncomfortably

foldingandunfoldingthekitchen

cloth,Aatileputtheforkdownand

facedher...

Aatile:Tellmethetruth...Iwon't

judgeyou.Ididn'twanttotalk

yesterdaybecauseyouwereona

lyingmodeandIwouldhavedone

somethingwewouldbothregret,i

wasthisclosetobeatingyoubutout

ofrespectforthegirlsidecidedto

keepquiet.Nowit'sjustthetwoofus,

I'mreadyforwhateveryouaregoing



todishout...

Lolo:Doyourememberwhenwe

weredrivingfromGaboronetoMaun?

Aatile:Don'taskmequestions,just

tellmethetruth.

Lolo:ThatnightiaskedDidiwhat

wasgoingonandshedenied

everythingbutshepromisedme

nothingwouldhappenbetweenyou

twobecauseitoldheristilllovedyou

infactsheknewIloveyoubecause

theonlyreasoniwasn'twithyouis

becauseofwhatIwasgoingthrough.

Anywayfast-forwardtonowiwas

afraidtoloseyou..Shetoldmeshe



waspregnantandipanicked,iknow

youlovechildrenandiknowyouare

goingtobeclosetohertouchingher

stomachandbuyingherthings...I

couldn'tbarethat,Ithoughtyou

mightevenstopthewedding

preparationsandconsiderher

becauseshewascarryingyourson

andihadnothingtoofferyou.Iasked

hertoabortandshereluctantly

agreed,iknowI'mevilforthisandi

couldtellshedidn'twanttodoitbut

youwereallicouldthinkof.She

changedhermindandihadtoforce,

beingshortandalliknewifIhadan

extrahandtoholdherI'dsucceedso



italkedtoAonebecauseiknewshe

hatesDidi.Weheldherandgaveher

thepillsthat'swhenyouarrived.I'm

sorry,nowthatI'mthinkingaboutiti

shouldhavejuststayedawayfrom

Didiafterhearingaboutthe

pregnancy,ishouldhavefocusedon

myweddingpreparations.

Aatilestaredatherandsighed...

Aatile:Idon'tknowwhattosayto

you...Ican'tbelieveyouwoulddothis,

evenifsomeonetoldmeyoudidthis

I'dsaynonotmyLolo,sheloves



childrenandsheisverysensitive

aboutchildren.Shesacrificedher

happinessfor4yearsjustsoshecan

besuresheismakingtheright

decisionforherdaughtersoshe

wouldneverdothatespeciallytomy

child,never.(sighed)That'swhatI'd

saybutnowthatwaarialogakena

kgang...

Lolo:Forgivemeifit'snottoomuch

toaskfor.Iknowihavebrokenyour

heartandiunderstandifyouare

angrybutwearefamily,wecannot

keepdoingthistoourchildren,

breakingupandmakingup...It's

confusing..Ialreadymadeamistake



4yearsagoseparatingthemnow

they'remature,youheardMayaand

Babylovesyou,iknowyouloveher

tooandI'msureyouwon'tletanyone

hurther.Don'tletmymistakes

changeyou,letmedealwithmy

insecuritieskele1.

Aatile:I'mdisappointedinyouand

youhavehurtmemorethanyouwill

everknowandjustbecauseI'mnot

cryingdoesn'tmeanI'mnotinpain

becauseofwhatyoudid.Youhave

putmeinafixbecauseiloveyouand

iwantourchildrentobehappybut

thenpartofmeishurting.Idon't

understandhowyoucanlovemeand



dothattome...(tearfully)Itisaboy,

didyouknowthat?

Lolo:Iknow,I'msorry.Howishe?

Aatile:Wedon'tknowifhewillmake

it,wewillseehowitgoesthroughout

thecourseoftheday.

Sheputthekitchenclothonthetable

andgotunderthetablecrawlingover,

hesadlylookedatherasshepulled

outhissnakefromthepantsand

gaggedonitwhileithardenedonher

palmthenhepushedherhairoutof

herfaceandlickedhislipsstaringat

herasshepusheditdownherthroat...



Hegrabbedherhairandpulledherup

thenhekissedherandhelaidheron

thetablestandingbetweenherlegs,

hecalmlypolishedhispythonand

lookedatherthoughtfullythenhe

wenttothebedroomandwalked

backrollingonacondom.

Hegentlysqueezedhimselfinside

herasshemoanedsoftlystickingher

nailsonhisskin...

Lolo:Mhhhhhhhhh........



AttheGynaecologyward...

LatermorningAatilegreetedthree

otherpatientsinthewardandwalked

inholdingaplasticofSparanda

colorfulwatergun....

Attie:Dumelang.

Patients:Dumelang..

HepassedtoDidi'sbedandputthe

plasticonhershelfthenhepoured

thejuiceinthegunandplacediton

thebed.Afewsecondspassedashe



waited....

Attie:Issheshowering?

Patient:No,theytookhertotheatre

Attie:(frowned)Theatre?Why?

Theyallkeptquietthenhewalkedout

approachingthenursestationbut

therewasnothereandturnedto

theatrewherehepushedthedoor

andwalkedin.

Hisheartalmostfelloutofhischest

ashesawGiovanni'slifelessbodyon



thetrayandDidilyingunderthe

theatrelightscompletelyoutasthe

doctorcleanedher...

Thedoctorandhisassistantpaused

andlookedatAatile...

Dr:Youshouldn'tbehere...

Aatile:What'sgoingon?

Dr:Shemiscarriedearlythis

morning...Everythingmusthave

happenedovernightbecauseshe

saysitfelloutwhenshegotup.

Aatile:No....Thiscan'tbehappening,



howisshe?

Dr:Shewascryingbuttheshotstook

outherout

Aatile:Thisnothappening...

Dr:Pleasegetout,you'rejust

traumatisingyourself...

DrAssistant:Let'sgo...

Aatilewalkedoutandsatbythe

waitingchairstryingtopullhimself

together.

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutofthe

buildingdialinghisfather...



Him:Hello?

Aatile:Igotagirlpregnant

Him:(laughed)Thesnakes,doyou

believemenow?

Aatile:(tearfully)Dadshehada

miscarriage,itwasaboy...Isawhis....

Hislittlebody.(Hegotinthecarand

closedthedoor)shewas4months

pregnant

Him:I'msorry...Iknowhowmuch

youwantason.

Aatile:(tearsfilledhiseyes)Ifeellike

crying



Him:Don't,mendon'tcry.What's

wrongwithyou?

Aatile:(lickedhislipstearfullyand

swallowedtakingabreath)Fuck...

Shit....(breathingheavilyandrubbed

hiseyes)Isawit,itlookslikearat

exceptitlookshuman,hehad...He

hadbigeyesbuttheyweredifferent

youknowlike-

Him:Stopthinkingaboutit,youcan

alwayshaveanotherbabydon'tbea

woman.Yousoundlikeyoursister

rightnow,whatkindofamandon't

knowhowtotakepain.Willcrying

bringthebabyback?Olelaolehakae

jaana?



Aatile:(leanedoverthesteering

wheelastearsdroppedonhiswhite

coat)Inthecar

Him:Howcanyoucryforababyyou

haven'tmetandhowwillyouconsole

themotherifyou'recryingmorethan

hergaoboneeleboweakgolomoo?

(Aatilekeptquiet)I'vealwaystoldyou

aboutyourtearsandit's

disappointingifyoustillhavethat

tendency,youmightaswellbegay

andgetaboyfriendwhowillconsole

youbecausecryingisforwomen,we

takethatpainandlockitaway.Get

ridofthosetearsgakeratemotho

yoolelangindifficulttimes,goout



thereandconsolethewomanlikea

man.Theminutesheseesyoucrying

shewillbreakdownthenwhat?You

bothcryandwakethewholehospital?

Thwaahalamonnaolesebomata

joo...

Aatilefinallymanagedtopullhimself

togetherandtookadeepbreath...

Aatile:Loloforcedhertotakethe

pills,shehadafriendholdthegirl

downuntilsheswallowedthepill.

Him:What?ThesameLoloyouasked

meto-



Aatile:Yes

Him:Areyoustillgoingaheadwith

thenegotiations?

Aatile:Yes,wehavekids.

Him:Forgetthekids-andwhatkids?

Sheispregnanttoo?

Aatile:ImeanboMaya

Him:I'mconfused,howdothesekids

forceyoutocommittoawoman

capableofkillingyourunbornbaby?

YouhaveyourownMayashehas

herswhat'stheproblem?

Aatile:Thekidshavealreadybonded,

herdaughterlovesusandshehas

beenthroughalotnobodyknows



about.Ifeellikesheismybloodand

Mayalovesher.I'msureLolomadea

mistakejustlikeeveryoneandshe

deservesasecondchance...Icaused

allthese.It'smyfaultfortryingto

moveonwithsomeonesheknows.I

shouldhavefoundadifferentperson

Him:Whatmakesyousosureshe

wouldn'thavedoneittothatvery

womanifshecandoittosomeone

sheknowsandshouldbefeelingpity

for?

Aatile:Carryonwiththenegotiations,

idon'thaveachoice.Ican'tkeep

leavingeverytimewehaveafight..

I'msureI'llbefineastimegoeson,it



willtaketimebutonedayI'llprobably

forgeteverything.

Him:Idon'tlikeyourgirlfriendalready

andI'msureyourmotherwon'tlike

hereither,infactidoubtanyonehere

willwelcomeherproperly.

Aatile:Idon'twantthemtoknow,

don'ttellanyone.Keepitbetweenus...

I'mbeggingyou

Him:Mxm...koorerethaelakabana

babasimanemothoeneoba

tseneletsewabolaya,whata

daughterinlawyou'rebringing.

(sighed)Fine...Iwon'ttellthem..

Aatile:Thanks.Bye



Hehungupandtookadeepbreath....

AttheGynaecologyward......

Laterthatmorningislowlywokeup

andtouchedmyflattummythenilaid

onmysidecryingastearswetthe

pillow,myphonerangtheni

answered...

Me:Hello?

Letty:(tearfully)I'msorry,isawyour

textmessage



Me:(crying)Shedidit,shemustbe

soexcited.

Letty:Pleasedon'tbreakdown,you'll

befine.I'llpassby,I'mstillatwork.

Me:Okay,bye..

IpressedmyphoneandsentLolo

fourpicturesofGiovanni'slyingon

thehospitalsheet.

Me:(caption)MayHisSoulRestin

Peace,theboyicarriedbutnevergot

achancetohearhiscryjustbecause

hisexistedthreatenedawomani

oncecalledafriend.



Isentthemessagethenshecalled

butirejectedthecallandblockedher.

Aatilewalkedinandhuggedmeasi

criedhystericallytryingtotellhim

whathappened...

Aatile:(shakyvoice)Iknow...I

walkedinolekotheatre

Me:I'mcallingthepolice,shehasto

payforthis..

Aatile:Iwantustotalkaboutthat,

gettingLoloarrestedwon'tchange



anything...Itwon'tbringGiovanni

backanditwon'ttakeourpainaway

Me:(tearfully)Pleasetellmeshe

didn'tconvinceyouotherwise...Last

nightyouwantedtogetherarrested...

Onenightwithherandyou'resaying

this?Didyouhavesex?(hekeptquiet)

Ican'tbelieveyouwantmetoactlike

shedidn'tjustkillmyson

Aatile:(emotionally)Itwon'tbring

himback,what'sthepoint?Two

wrongsdon'tmakearight...Shewas

wrongbutyoudon'thavetotakeher

awayfromMaya

Me:(angrilycrying)Maya?Maya?



WhataboutGiovanni?Ishislifenot

important?

Aatile:(heldmyhands)Please....

Don'tdoit,ifnotformedoitfor

Giovanni...Lethissoulrestinpeace.

Please...

Me:(pulledmyhandsoutofhis)

Fine...GetoutandAatileplease

deletemynumber,don'tevertalkto

meandthatgoesforLolo.You're

bothdeadtome...Goandbewith

yourkids,go...

Hestooduptearfullylookingatme...



Aatile:(tearfullybreakingdown)I'm

hurtingtooDidibutialsohaveto

thinkfortheotherremainingtwokids

aswell,Godknowsidon'tcondone

whatLolodidbutIhavetothinkwith

myheadnotmyfeelings...I'msorry.

Me:(screaming)GETOUT!!

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway

thenirippedoutthedripsplashinga

bitofmybloodastheneedleslidout

ofmyveins,iangrilypunchedthe

plastichebroughtformeand

stompedonthebananasuntili

slippeddownandfellcryinglyingon



thefloorlikeamadwoman.

Thepatientnexttomybedwalked

overandhuggedmefrombehind

cryingwithme...

Me:(cryingloudly)Giovanni???Oh....I

wantmybaby....Iwantmy

baby...pleaseGod,bringbackmy

baby

Patient:(crying)Pleasestop,ilost

minetoo...Iwastryingtogetoverit

nowyou'rebreakingmyheart...



Thesecondpatientwalkedoverand

huggedbothofuscrying...

Patient2(crying)Atleastyoucan

havechildrenagain,myuterusis

goingtoberemovednextweekand

myhusbandimpregnatedmycousin...

Thelastpatientjoinedusrubbingher

tears...

Patient3:Ihavebeendiagnosedwith

endometriosis,thereisasecond

chanceforyou...



Weallhuggedandcriedtogether

untilitwasjustsniffsandbreathes

theneveryonesatontheirbedsas

thecookwalkedinpushingatrolley

ofbreakfastandbegunservingbeds.

Thepainonmychestwas

unbearableandIcouldn'tbreaththen

imyputonmyshoesandwalked

out...

Iwalkedupthestairscryingtothe

hospitalrooftopwhereIstood

lookingdownthepavementbythe



parkinglotastearsrolleddownmy

cheeks.

Icouldn'tgetridofGiovanni'simage

orthoughtoflivingwithouthim.I

walkedtotheedgeandspreadmy

armswithoutthinkingtwicethenilet

goofmyselfbutsomeonegrabbed

mefrombehindandfellbackholding

mywaisttightlywithacigarette

betweenhisfingers...

Him:Whatareyoutryingtodo?

*

*



*

*

*.

[9/3,11:33PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴20

Onthehospitalrooftop...

Itriedtopushhishandsoffmebut

heheldmetightlyandhiscigarette

burnedme...

Me:(angrily)Letgoofme...



Heletgoandstooduplookingathis

brokencigarettethenhefixedhis

brownshades...

Him:Youbrokemycigarette,thatis

goingtocostyouP30,sowhyare

youtryingtokillyourself?

Ilookedupathimandsatproperly

leaningagainstthewall.Hewasdark

brownincomplexionwiththe

trendingshortfadehaircuttinted

blackandatinygoldearringonhis

leftear..



Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay

becauseiwasstillshaking,Icouldn't

believeiactuallytriedtokillmyself..

Hesatnexttomeandsighedpulling

backthesleevesofhisblackmuscle

topthenhedustedhisblackjeans

andleanedbackgentlyfixinghis

cigarette.Hiswatchwasblacktoo

andasmallpartofhistattoowas

visibleonhisarmcoveredbythe

sleeve..

Him:What'syourname?



Me:Didintle

Him:Uglyname...Whydidyour

mothercallyouthat?

Me:Mygrandmothernamedme

Him:Makessense...So...Whyare

youtryingtokillyourself?

Heputthecigarettebetweenhisdark

lipsandpressedthelighterburningit

thenhehoofedonceandlookedat

measifannedmyfacewithafrown,

hesmiledandputoutthecigarette...

Him:I'msorry...Bythewaymyname



isKenshortforKenna

Me:(laughed)Howisthatabeautiful

name?

Ken:Iamaman,ishouldn'thavea

beautifulname...leinalamonnakele

legaohi(lookingatmyhands)You

havesofthands...youprobablygive

perfectblowjobs...

Iuncomfortablyputthembetween

mythighsandsighed,iwasn'tsure

howtorespondtothatbutitseemed

hewasn'taskingmeeither,heplayed

withhislighterswitchingitonandoff

lookingatme..



Ken:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhyyou

justtriedtothrowyourselfdowna

flat.AreyouHIVpositiveordidyou

justgetdiagnosedwithcancer?

Me:No,ilostmyson,iwas4months

pregnant

Ken:Isn'titlikeamouseatthatstage?

Iwouldn'tcryforamouse

Me:It'snotamouse,it'sababythe

sizeofamango

Ken:Still,it'snotlikeyoubought

clothesoranything,didyou?

Me:Nobutiwasexpectingtobewith

him,ifeellikehrleftwithmy



happiness-

Ken:Happinessisachoice,doyou

knowthat?Youcanchoosetobe

happyorwastetimefeelingsorryfor

yourselfaboutsomethingyoucan't

change.What'sthepointofworrying

aboutsomethingyoucan'tchange?

Youcanonlyacceptitandfind

somethingpositiveoutofthewhole

thing

Me:Ican'tmakemyself'unsad'ifat

allthereissuchaword...Myheartis

inpainandIcan'tstopthinkingabout

myson

Ken:Alright...Let'sseeificantake



yourmindoffthatforasecond...

Hetookouthisphoneandplayed

DanceHallmusicthenhetookoffhis

shadesandputthemontheedge

togetherwiththephone.

Hetookoutastripofgumandthrew

inhismouththenheslowlywalked

oversmilingnaughty,heleanedover

andgrabbedmyhandthenhepulled

meupasishylysmiled.

Me:(laughed)Whatareyoudoing?



Ken:I'mdancingwithyouonthe

rooftop...Theviewisbeautiful,turn

aroundandlook...

Heturnedmearoundandheldwaist

asilookedateverythingfromabove,

thewindblewmyt-shirtanditooka

deepbreathwithalittlesmile...

Heturnedmearoundandheldmy

handslikewewereabouttodoa

ballroomdancethenheconfidently

tangoedashisphoneplayedthe

music,ijustfollowedhisfootsteps

andwelaughedwheneverImisseda



moveandsteppedonhistoes.

Dancingontherooftopofatall

buildingwithanattractivestranger

definitelydistractedmeandfora

secondiforgotabouteverythingas

hetaughtmehowtodanceonthe

largepavement...

Iheardchainsandturnedaroundasa

prisonerescortedby2jailguards

emergedfromthestairsthenhe

pauseddancing....

Ken:(loweredhisvoice)Stayhere...



Iwatchedconfusedashebumped

shoulderswiththeprisonerthenhe

handedhimsomething,theprisoner

quicklybentoverandshoveditinhis

shoe.Thetwojailguardslooked

aroundonalertthenKentookouttwo

largerollsofmoneyandhandedeach

ofthejailguardsastheystaredat

me...

Jailguard:Whoisshe?You're

supposedtobealone

Ken:Don'tworryabouther,

okay....Arewegood?



Prisoner:Thanks

Ken:Sure

Theywalkedawaythenheturned

backandpickedhisphone,heputon

hisshadesandslidhisphoneinthe

pocket...

Ken:(grabbedmywrist)Let'sgetout

ofhere..

Hegentlysupportedmeaswe

walkeddownthestairs...



Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Ken:Mybrotherinprisonandhe

neededcondoms,ihadtogivethem

tothatguysohecanpassthemto

him.

Me:Isee...

Ken:Youmustbeveryboredwith

yourlife

Me:Whydoyousaythat?

Ken:Justafeeling..Doyouevergo

out?

Me:No

Ken:Drink?

Me:No,meandbeerdon'tgo



together

Ken:(laughed)Sowhatdoyoudo?

Church?

Me:Notreally

Ken:Inbetween,okay...Whenareyou

gettingoutofhere?

Me:Maybethisafternoon,they're

donewithme..

Ken:Takemynumberandgivemea

callwhenyouneedaride

Me:Ileftmyphoneonthebed,get

mine..

Igavehimmynumberaswewalked



towardstheparkinglotwherewe

stoodbyhiscar,iwasn'tsurewhat

caritwasbutitwasdefinitelyworth

afewPula's.

Ken:Thisismorethantaking

someonehalf-way...Gobackinside

andpleasedon'tkillyourself,thereis

moretolifethanyouknow

Me:Iwon't,I'mfinenow...Thanks

Ken:Takecare

Iwalkedbackinthehospitalashe

droveoff....



AtAatile'shouse....

Laterthatafternoontherewasa

knockonthedoorthenLoloopened,

amansmiledandhandedherthe

papers...

Him:Youhavebeenserved,please

signhere..

Loloreadthepapersandshookher

headthenshesignedandgavehim

thepen.



Lolo:Thankyou..

Sheclosedthedoorandsatonthe

couchreading..

Lolo:(shookherhead)Ican'tbelieve

this...

Atmygrandmother's...

LateronIsteppedoutofthetaxiwith

mybagandwalkedintheyard

exhausted...



Ipushedthroughthedoorasmy

grandmotherlaidonthebedfacing

thewalltheniputmybagdownand

sighed.

Istillwasn'tsurehowiwasgoingto

tellherthebadnewsthenitooka

deepbreathandshookher...

Me:Mmama?...Mmama?

Shedidn'trespondthenIturnedher

bodyandshestaredatmewithout



blinking,ipausedforafewminutes

staringatherwaitingforhertoblink

ormakeanymovementsbutshewas

stillandhereyesweren'tmoving...

Me:(heartpounding)Mmama?

Acoldchillrandownmyspineasmy

handshooklikealeafwhileislowly

touchedhercoldcheek...

Me:Mmamastopscaringme...

Icouldhearmyheartbeatingasi



leanedoverputtingmyearonher

mouthlisteningbutIcouldn'thear

anything.Itouchedherchestandfelt

noheartbeatthenItookadeep

breathandgentlypulledhereyelids

downclosinghereyes.

Thefearinmedisappearedasi

stoodbythebed,Ipulledthesheets

offtocheckifshewasdressedand

sheonlyhadherhalfsleeveonsoi

tookoffmyshoesandgotonthebed

dressingherlifelessbodytheniwet

thefaceclothandcleanedherface

onelasttimebeforesittingonthe

stoopforafewminutestodigestit



alltheniphonedmyuncle.Iwasn't

cryingnorwasiscared,iwasjust

numb......

*

*

*

*

*..[9/3,11:33PM]MadamDee:

WickedMe

✴20

Onthehospitalrooftop...



Itriedtopushhishandsoffmebut

heheldmetightlyandhiscigarette

burnedme...

Me:(angrily)Letgoofme...

Heletgoandstooduplookingathis

brokencigarettethenhefixedhis

brownshades...

Him:Youbrokemycigarette,thatis

goingtocostyouP30,sowhyare

youtryingtokillyourself?



Ilookedupathimandsatproperly

leaningagainstthewall.Hewasdark

brownincomplexionwiththe

trendingshortfadehaircuttinted

blackandatinygoldearringonhis

leftear..

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay

becauseiwasstillshaking,Icouldn't

believeiactuallytriedtokillmyself..

Hesatnexttomeandsighedpulling

backthesleevesofhisblackmuscle

topthenhedustedhisblackjeans

andleanedbackgentlyfixinghis



cigarette.Hiswatchwasblacktoo

andasmallpartofhistattoowas

visibleonhisarmcoveredbythe

sleeve..

Him:What'syourname?

Me:Didintle

Him:Uglyname...Whydidyour

mothercallyouthat?

Me:Mygrandmothernamedme

Him:Makessense...So...Whyare

youtryingtokillyourself?

Heputthecigarettebetweenhisdark



lipsandpressedthelighterburningit

thenhehoofedonceandlookedat

measifannedmyfacewithafrown,

hesmiledandputoutthecigarette...

Him:I'msorry...Bythewaymyname

isKenshortforKenna

Me:(laughed)Howisthatabeautiful

name?

Ken:Iamaman,ishouldn'thavea

beautifulname...leinalamonnakele

legaohi(lookingatmyhands)You

havesofthands...youprobablygive

perfectblowjobs...



Iuncomfortablyputthembetween

mythighsandsighed,iwasn'tsure

howtorespondtothatbutitseemed

hewasn'taskingmeeither,heplayed

withhislighterswitchingitonandoff

lookingatme..

Ken:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhyyou

justtriedtothrowyourselfdowna

flat.AreyouHIVpositiveordidyou

justgetdiagnosedwithcancer?

Me:No,ilostmyson,iwas4months

pregnant

Ken:Isn'titlikeamouseatthatstage?

Iwouldn'tcryforamouse



Me:It'snotamouse,it'sababythe

sizeofamango

Ken:Still,it'snotlikeyoubought

clothesoranything,didyou?

Me:Nobutiwasexpectingtobewith

him,ifeellikehrleftwithmy

happiness-

Ken:Happinessisachoice,doyou

knowthat?Youcanchoosetobe

happyorwastetimefeelingsorryfor

yourselfaboutsomethingyoucan't

change.What'sthepointofworrying

aboutsomethingyoucan'tchange?

Youcanonlyacceptitandfind

somethingpositiveoutofthewhole



thing

Me:Ican'tmakemyself'unsad'ifat

allthereissuchaword...Myheartis

inpainandIcan'tstopthinkingabout

myson

Ken:Alright...Let'sseeificantake

yourmindoffthatforasecond...

Hetookouthisphoneandplayed

DanceHallmusicthenhetookoffhis

shadesandputthemontheedge

togetherwiththephone.

Hetookoutastripofgumandthrew

inhismouththenheslowlywalked



oversmilingnaughty,heleanedover

andgrabbedmyhandthenhepulled

meupasishylysmiled.

Me:(laughed)Whatareyoudoing?

Ken:I'mdancingwithyouonthe

rooftop...Theviewisbeautiful,turn

aroundandlook...

Heturnedmearoundandheldwaist

asilookedateverythingfromabove,

thewindblewmyt-shirtanditooka

deepbreathwithalittlesmile...



Heturnedmearoundandheldmy

handslikewewereabouttodoa

ballroomdancethenheconfidently

tangoedashisphoneplayedthe

music,ijustfollowedhisfootsteps

andwelaughedwheneverImisseda

moveandsteppedonhistoes.

Dancingontherooftopofatall

buildingwithanattractivestranger

definitelydistractedmeandfora

secondiforgotabouteverythingas

hetaughtmehowtodanceonthe

largepavement...



Iheardchainsandturnedaroundasa

prisonerescortedby2jailguards

emergedfromthestairsthenhe

pauseddancing....

Ken:(loweredhisvoice)Stayhere...

Iwatchedconfusedashebumped

shoulderswiththeprisonerthenhe

handedhimsomething,theprisoner

quicklybentoverandshoveditinhis

shoe.Thetwojailguardslooked

aroundonalertthenKentookouttwo

largerollsofmoneyandhandedeach

ofthejailguardsastheystaredat



me...

Jailguard:Whoisshe?You're

supposedtobealone

Ken:Don'tworryabouther,

okay....Arewegood?

Prisoner:Thanks

Ken:Sure

Theywalkedawaythenheturned

backandpickedhisphone,heputon

hisshadesandslidhisphoneinthe

pocket...



Ken:(grabbedmywrist)Let'sgetout

ofhere..

Hegentlysupportedmeaswe

walkeddownthestairs...

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Ken:Mybrotherinprisonandhe

neededcondoms,ihadtogivethem

tothatguysohecanpassthemto

him.

Me:Isee...

Ken:Youmustbeveryboredwith

yourlife



Me:Whydoyousaythat?

Ken:Justafeeling..Doyouevergo

out?

Me:No

Ken:Drink?

Me:No,meandbeerdon'tgo

together

Ken:(laughed)Sowhatdoyoudo?

Church?

Me:Notreally

Ken:Inbetween,okay...Whenareyou

gettingoutofhere?

Me:Maybethisafternoon,they're

donewithme..



Ken:Takemynumberandgivemea

callwhenyouneedaride

Me:Ileftmyphoneonthebed,get

mine..

Igavehimmynumberaswewalked

towardstheparkinglotwherewe

stoodbyhiscar,iwasn'tsurewhat

caritwasbutitwasdefinitelyworth

afewPula's.

Ken:Thisismorethantaking

someonehalf-way...Gobackinside

andpleasedon'tkillyourself,thereis

moretolifethanyouknow



Me:Iwon't,I'mfinenow...Thanks

Ken:Takecare

Iwalkedbackinthehospitalashe

droveoff....

AtAatile'shouse....

Laterthatafternoontherewasa

knockonthedoorthenLoloopened,

amansmiledandhandedherthe

papers...

Him:Youhavebeenserved,please



signhere..

Loloreadthepapersandshookher

headthenshesignedandgavehim

thepen.

Lolo:Thankyou..

Sheclosedthedoorandsatonthe

couchreading..

Lolo:(shookherhead)Ican'tbelieve

this...



Atmygrandmother's...

LateronIsteppedoutofthetaxiwith

mybagandwalkedintheyard

exhausted...

Ipushedthroughthedoorasmy

grandmotherlaidonthebedfacing

thewalltheniputmybagdownand

sighed.

Istillwasn'tsurehowiwasgoingto

tellherthebadnewsthenitooka

deepbreathandshookher...



Me:Mmama?...Mmama?

Shedidn'trespondthenIturnedher

bodyandshestaredatmewithout

blinking,ipausedforafewminutes

staringatherwaitingforhertoblink

ormakeanymovementsbutshewas

stillandhereyesweren'tmoving...

Me:(heartpounding)Mmama?

Acoldchillrandownmyspineasmy

handshooklikealeafwhileislowly



touchedhercoldcheek...

Me:Mmamastopscaringme...

Icouldhearmyheartbeatingasi

leanedoverputtingmyearonher

mouthlisteningbutIcouldn'thear

anything.Itouchedherchestandfelt

noheartbeatthenItookadeep

breathandgentlypulledhereyelids

downclosinghereyes.

Thefearinmedisappearedasi

stoodbythebed,Ipulledthesheets

offtocheckifshewasdressedand



sheonlyhadherhalfsleeveonsoi

tookoffmyshoesandgotonthebed

dressingherlifelessbodytheniwet

thefaceclothandcleanedherface

onelasttimebeforesittingonthe

stoopforafewminutestodigestit

alltheniphonedmyuncle.Iwasn't

cryingnorwasiscared,iwasjust

numb......

*

*

*

*

*..



[9/3,11:34PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴21

Atthegraveyard....

ThefollowingweekIsatquietlyunder

thegazebowatchingasthechurch

sangformygrandmother,nexttome

wasmymotherwhosehusbandwas

rubbinghershoulder.Arianasecretly

pressedherphonenotbothoredand

smiledblushing,Blessingonthe

otherhandkeptglancingatmeasi

sniffedandrubbedmytearswitha



tissue...

Shestoodupandsatnexttome

rubbingmyarm...

Blessing:(whispering)Sorryabout

grandma

Me:(swallowed)It'sokay...

Lettywavedatmefromthecrowdas

menfilledinmygrandmother'sgrave,

myeyeswereswollenandididn't

wanttolookatpeople.



Pastor:Let'sclosewithaprayer...

Weallbowedandprayedthenwe

headedtothecars,iawkwardly

walkedbehindmymotherandher

familyapproachingthefuneral

parlourlimousinethensomeone

grabbedmyarmfrombehind.

Iturnedandfrownedsurprised,Ken

wassmartlydressedwithablueshirt

andanavybluejacket...Hehadeven

takenoffhisearringandlookedlikea

gentlemanthenhesmiledcurvinghis

darklips...



Me:Hi..

Ken:Hey...Sorryaboutyour

grandmother...(lookingatthe

program)Shewasahotgrannie

Me:(laughed)Itookthatpictureof

herswithmyfirstphonethatIbought

withstudentallowance.

Ken:It'scute...I'msureshegavea

coupleofoldmenboners

Me:(smiled)Haveyoubeensmoking

again?

Ken:Notthismorning...Comeonlet's

gotogether



Me:Ihavetostickwithfamily

Ken:Whatfamily?Youjustburied

youronlyfamily,isn'twhatyoutold

melastnight?

Me:Iguess...

Hegrabbedmywristandledmeto

thecarwhereheopenedthedoorfor

me,igotinthenBayangunlockedhis

carnexttousandpausedlookingat

me...

Bayang:Hey

Me:Hi..



Bayang:Mycondolences,shealways

spokeabouthowshecouldn'twaitto

tasteyourfirstsalaryit'sunfortunate

shediedbeforethatcouldhappen

Me:Yeah...

Bayang:I'msorryaboutwhatisaidat

thehospital,iwasangryandItook

outmypainonyou..

Me:It'sokay...

Bayang:Howisthebaby?

Me:(tookadeepbreath)Thereisno

baby,hedidn'tmakeit.

Bayang:Ididn'tknowLolowas

capableofdoingthattoanunborn

babyandI'msorryAonegotthere



late

Me:(laughedsurprised)Excuseme?

Bayang:shetoldmehowshetriedto

talkLolooutofitbutgottherelate

andthatyourejectedherhelp

Me:Shedidn'tgettherelate,sheis

theonewhoheldmedownsothat

Lolocanputpillsinmymouth.They

didittogether,infactifitwasjust

Lolomaybethebabywouldhave

survivedbecauseshewantedtolet

gotheminuteIswallowedand

maybeiwouldhavevomiteditbut

Aoneadvisedhertoholdmedown

foroveranhoursothatthepillscan



getintomyblood.

Bayang:Pleasetellmeyou'rejoking

Me:Iwouldn'tjokeaboutmyson's

lastmoments,anywayihopethisis

thelasttimeI'mseeingyoubecausei

havedecidedtoputeverything

behindmeandstartmylifeagain.

Bye

IclosedthedoorthenKenreversed

thecarmakingeyecontactwith

Bayang...

Ken:Helikesyouanditpissesmeoff



Me:(sighedandlookedback)Wow...

ThewayyousmokeIthoughtyour

carwouldbeamess

Ken:Justbecauseipollutemyair

doesn'tmeanipolluteeverything..So

whoisthatguy?

Me:Justsomeoneiusedtoknow..

Ken:Didyouguysfuck?

Me:(laughed)No,Jesus!Areyou

alwaysthatstraighttothepoint?

Ken:(smiledandlookedatme)Ami

supposedtobeataroundthebushes?

Me:Iguessnot...

Ken:Wasthatyourmother?



Me:Yeah,idon'twanttotalkabout

her

Ken:Whoisyourfather?

Me:Can'ttalkaboutthateither

Ken:Soyouwillbestayingallalone

onceeveryoneisgone?

Me:Unfortunately..

Ken:Sad...You'reasadhumanbeing

Me:(shookmyhead)Thereis

somethingaboutthewayyoutalk

thatmakeseverythingsoundfunny...

Maybeit'sbecausepartofmethinks

you'rehighonsomething

Ken:EvenwhenI'mdressedlikethis?



Me:(smiledandlookedathim)Nah...

Todayyoulooksmart,likeareal

gentlemannotthethugimetatthe

hospital,youlookedlikeabodyguard

withshades,dressedinblackand

thatlittleactionyoudidgivingout

condoms...

Helookedatmeandsmiledshaking

hisheadthenhefacedtheroadand

sighed....

Ken:You'resuchababy....(laughed)

It'scute...ihavealittlesisteryourage

Me:Ibetyou'reagoodbigbrother



Ken:Nah...Shehidesherboyfriends

frommebecauseshesaysI'mpicky.

Me:Youshouldfindmeagood

boyfriend

Ken:I'llseewhatIcando...

Me:(laughed)Cool....

Minuteslaterheparkedthecartheni

steppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Ken:I'llcallyoulateroryoucancall

mewheneveryouarebored

Me:Okay,bye...Andthanksfor

comingtotheburial



Ken:That'swhatfriendsareforright?

Me:Right...

Iwalkedintheyardasthecrowedgot

dismissedthenmyunclecalledme

over...

Bonang:Didi?Comehere...

Igreetedhimandhiswife...

Bonang:Howareyoudoing?

Me:I'mfine



Bonang:iwasthinkingyoucould

moveinwithusforawhilejustuntil

you'r-

Hiswife'sfacialexpressionchanged,

myunclewasoneofthosethat

marriedwomenwhodon'tmatch

theirpersonalities.Hewaslovingand

welcomingbuthiswifewasthe

reasonrelativesdidn'tvisithishouse

andhewasblindedbylovesomuch

hecouldn'tseethroughher,partof

mestillhatedherforthetreatment

shegavemygrandmotherandi

wantedtomoveinjusttomakeher

lifemiserablebutforsomereasoni



decidedtoputherlastonmyhitlist...

Me:(smiled)I'mfineunclebesidesi

haveatonoffriendstokeepme

company

Hiswife:Sheisright,sheneedsher

friendsmorethananythingrightnow

Bonang:(smiledandputhisarm

aroundmyshoulder)Alright,giveme

acallwheneveryouneedanything

Me:I'lldothat...

Bonang:Don'tbetoofar,therewillbe

afamilymeetingassoonaseveryone

isdoneeating..



Me:Okay..

InMorapedi'scar....

Morapedisighedandleanedback

lookingatAriana'smother...

Morapedi:Don'tyouthinkyoushould

talkyourunclesintowritingyou

lettersforchangeofownershipso

wecansellthisplot?Wecoulduse

themoneytostartthatbottlestore

businessyouwantedandwecould

paythebank,ihavebeenblanklisted

andyouknowtheymighttakeour



house.Wherewillwego?

Kedibonye:WhataboutDidi?My

motherwouldwantherhousetobe

hersnottobesold.

Morapedi:Didicancomestaywithus,

sheisfamilyanyway...

Kedibonye:Yousaidyoudon'twant

her

Morapedi:Thatwasbeforeshelost

heronlyparent,ifyoudon'twantme

tobethereforyourdaughteryoucan

stillletmeknowbutithoughtfor

onceyoucoulddosomethingforour

family.Isupportedthisfamilyforthe

past25years,theleastyoucoulddo



issaveusfromthisdebts,thebankis

goingtotakeourhomeandyou're

theonlyonewhocanhelpus.

Hesteppedoutandslammedthe

doorassheflinched...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatmorningBayangwalkedin

thelabasAatileandanotherworker

testedsomesamples...

Bayang:Canwetalk?



Atileignoredhimandpackedthetray

ofsamplesunderthelightthenhe

pulledhiscoat...

Bayang:canwetalk?

Atile:(angrily)Don'ttouchme!

Bayang:Ifyou'relookingforan

apologyfrommeyou'renotgonna

getit,youdon'tdeserveitbecause

youshouldn'thavesleptwithher.You

knewhowifeelaboutherandwent

aheaddoingthisandnotonlydidyou

knockherupyouabandonedherwith

yourbaby.



Atile:(turnedtohim)Ididn'tknow

shewaspregnant

Bayang:youhadunprotectedsex

withher,whatdoyoumeanyoudidn't

knowshewaspregnant?Don'tyou

knowwhathappenshaorotelamo

teng?Andcouldn'tyoufigureitout

theminuteyounoticedshewas

pregnant?

Atile:What'syourpoint?

Bayang:(tookadeepbreath)What

reallyhappenedbackthere?Theday

shetookthepills?

Atile:AoneheldherdownandLolo

forcedthepillsdownherthroat.



Bayang:SoAonereallyliedtome,

shesaidshecameafterandonlyto

talkLolooutofit

Aatile:IbelieveLolo'sversionofthe

eventbecauseshegenuinelywanted

metoforgiveher.

Bayang:Didyou?

Aatile:Yes...I'mhurtand

disappointedinherbutiloveherand

weallhavethosemomentsweare

notproudof,mineissleepingwith

Didi.Ihavebetrayedyou,ihaveused

DidiandIpushedLolointodoing

this...I'mthecauseofalltheseand

Godpunishedmebytakingawaythe



onethingiwouldlovetohave,a

son....

Bayang:IthinkihateAone....Sheisa

liarandkiller.

Aatile:SometimesiresentLolotoo

especiallywhenilookatGiovanni's

pictures...

Bayang:Caniseeit?

Hehandedhimthephonethen

Bayangsighedcompassionately...

Bayang:Sorryman

Aatile:It'scool



Bayang:Youshoulddeletethis

picturesotherwiseyouwon'tgetover

it

Aatile:Ican't...Sometimesithinki

betrayedhislittlesoulbyprotecting

Lolo

Bayang:It'sjustafeeling,I'msureit

willgoaway.

Aatile:Hopefully...Myfatherispaying

Bogadinextweek,willyoubemybest

man?

Bayang:(smiled)Ofcourse

Theybumpedshoulders....



AtZero'sHouse.....

Loloknockedonthedoor,Zero

openedholdingabottleofBlack

LabelastheTVplayedloudly....

Lolo:canwetalk?

Zero:Kerilegakebuenex,I'llseeyou

incourt

Lolo:WhydoyouwantMaya?What

doyoureallywant?Maybeicangive

ittoyou

Zero:Isittrueshehasabighouse?



Lolo:(smiledandshookherhead)

Oh....Evenifyougetheryouwon't

havethehouse,shewillonlyhaveit

whensheis18untilthenicontrolit

regardlessofwhereshespendsher

weekends.

Zero:Ijustwantmyshare,Iheardit

pays6.5kthat'salotofmoney.I

wantmyshare

Lolo:Ifigiveyouhalfeachmonthwill

youletmegowithher?

Zero:Yes

Lolo:Willyouwithdrawyourcase

againstme?

Zero:YesbutI'mnotgoingto



withdrawitjustlikethat,yougiveme

thismonth'srent.Allofitandwhen

wegotocourtwewilltellthe

Magistratethatwehavereachedan

understandingandwillsettle

everythingoutofthecourt.

Lolo:Okay,givemeyouraccount

number...

Theyexchangedthedetails...

Lolo:SowhotoldyouaboutMaya?

Zero:Yoursister,why?

Lolo:How?Wenaokopanakaele



Gobona?

Zero:(laughed)AoGobonankileka

jolaleeneakere?Theminuteisaw

youilostmymind...Ichoseyoubuti

honestlydidn'tknowyouweresisters.

Ifoundoutlaterongakegokhapa

Lolo:What?Whenwasthis?

Zero:Alongtimeagobeforewehad

Masa

Lolo:Maya

Zero:Yeah,that...

Lolo:(sighed)Shap,I'llsendyour

money...



Shegotinthecaranddroveoff

dialingLorraine...

Lora:Hey

Lolo:Hey...Umwhenarewemeeting

leAoneformotshelo?

Lora:Iwasjustabouttocallyou,let's

meetattheusualintwohours

Lolo:Alright...Bye

Shehungup....

Atmygrandmother's....



Lateronmymotheranduncleargued

throwingwordsatoneanother

acrosstheroomastherestofthe

familylistened...

Bonang:You'renotgettingthisyard,

myauntleftitforDidi.Sheistheonly

onewhowasthereforher,younever

botheredtocheckonher

Kedibonye:sheismymotherandDidi

ismydaughter,shecaninheritfrom

mebutnotmymother.I'mtheonly

childsothisplotismineandifyou

haveaproblemsigningthepapers

otherrelativeswillsignthem



Bonang:HowisDidisupposedto

inherityourhusband'spropertywhen

sheisnothisdaughter?AkereDidi

wasMmama'schild,whyareyou

selfish?

Kedibonye:Didicancomestaywith

usuntilshefindsajob

Bonang:Staywithyou?Idon't

rememberDidieversleepingoverin

yourhous-

Me:Malomeit'sokay...Pleasesign

overtheplotI'msureI'llfindaway.

I'mstillyoungI'llapplyfortheplot

andI'msurebythetimeifindajob

wewillbeallocatedplots.



Bonang:Whataboutthehouse?You

knowmangwanewantedyoutohave

thishouse

Me:ButKedibonyesaysshewants

hermother'sthings,...(tearfully)

Mmamaisnotmymothersheisher

mothersoIdon'twanttostopher

fromenjoyinghermother'sthings

justbecauseidon'thavethat

opportunity.I'llbefine...(stoodup)I'll

getmythingsoutbytheendofthe

week.

Kedibonye:You'llsharearoomwith

Ariana-

Me:Nothanks,Justgivemeaweek



tofiguresomethingout...

Iwalkedoutofthehouseofthe

housetextingKen......

AttheItalianrestaurant.....

LaterthatafternoonLolojoinedher

friendsbythetableandordereda

drink...

Lorraine:Finally...

Lolo:Sorryforbeinglate...AnywayI

havefinallyfoundabusinessiwant



todo,iwanttodofloristry.

Aone:What'sthat?

Lolo:Sellingfreshflowersto

weddingsandevents

Lorraine:Didn'tyoumentionthatDidi-

Lolo:YeahbutI'mstartingmine..

Aone:doesthatevenmakemoney?

Lolo:I'lldomoreresearchbutthat's

whatI'mdoing

Aone:I'mgoingtothetoilet,5

minutes

Both:Alright

ShegotinthetoiletthenLorraine



leanedoverandwhispered...

Lorraine:Wehavetogetridofher

Lolo:Iknow...

Lorraine:Thinkofsomething

Lolo:I'lldo....

Aonewalkedbackinandthey

innocentlysippedjuices...

Atmygrandmother'shome....

Laterthateveningiwalkedinthe



toiletpickingacall...

Me:Hello?

Ken:Isawyourmessage,I'mcoming

togetyou

Me:Iwasn'ttellingyousothatyou

cangetme,iwasjustsharingwith

youwhat'sgoingonhere

Ken:Letmerephrasethat,I'm

outside,let'sgo...

Isteppedoutsidethetoiletand

lookedatthegatethenheflashedthe

lights,ismiledshakingmyheadin



disbeliefasiwalkedbacktothe

house...

Me:Areyoualwaysthisimpulsive?

Ken:Youshouldtryit,it'sfun...

Me:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyou're

makingmedothis...

Ken:Let'sgo...

Me:Givemeaminute...

Ididn'tknowKenthatmuchandi

knewhewasn'taSaintbutididn't

carebecauseiwashomelessanyway.

Hewasthedistractionineededandi



hadnothingholdingmeback...

Igotinthehouseandgrabbedmy

backpackwithmyvaluablestheni

walkedoutasmymotherwalkedin

holdingapenandpapersforrelatives

toreleasetheplottoher...

Kedibonye:Whereareyougoing?I

thoughtwearegoinghometogether

Me:Yourfamilydoesn'tlikeme..

Ijoggedtowardsthegatewithmy

backpackandasmileofexcitement,



Kenopenedthedoorformewhile

sittinginthecarthenijumpedinand

threwmybaginthebackseat.We

methalfwayandhuggedone

another...

Ken:(smiled)Hey

Me:Hey...

Ken:Ready?

Me:Yeah.

Thesmileonhisfacemeltedmy

heart,icouldseeallkindsofbadin

hisreddisheyesbutIcouldn'twaitto



seewhathewasallabout.heturned

upthevolumeto"Barbiegirl"thenI

laughed,ilovedthatsongandthefun

partwasknowingithadhisnameon

it...

Me:(singing)I'maBarbiegirlinthe

Barbieworld

Lifeinplastic,it'sfantastic!!

Youcanbrushmyhair,undressme

everywhere

Imagination,lifeisyourcreation

Ken:(turnedsmilingtalkingalong)Hi



Barbie!

Me:(inBarbie'svoice)HiKen!

Ken:Youwannagoforaride?

Me:Sure,Ken!

Ken:Jumpin!ComeonBarbie,let's

goparty

Heplayedloudmusicandhisstereo

hadaseriousbase,ienjoyedthe

musicuntilwearrivedathishouse.

Heparkedthecarrightinfrontofthe

houseandsteppedoutcarryingmy

bagthenheunlockedthedoorand



pushedthedooropen...

Ken:Iknowit'snotmuchbutididn't

needalotofspace,wewillfind

somethingbiggerthanthismonth

end...

Ismiledwalkingacrossthelounge

room,hisfloorwasglossedwood

withalargeflatscreenonthewall

thenipassedtothekitchenand

pulledthedoorsofthefridge,he

walkedupbehindmeandgrabbeda

bottleofwine...



Ken:Weshouldgoshopping,idon't

havejuice

Iclosedthedoorsandgrabbedthe

bottlefromhimthenisippedwalking

tothebathroomwhereipeakedin

andclosedthedoor.

Ken:Isitokay?

Me:(smiled)Ilikeit..

Heopenedthesecondbedroomgot

thebottlefromme...



Ken:(sipping)Thisismybrother's

room.HeisinSouthAfricaatthe

moment,wetravelacrosssouthern

Africancountriesalot,doyouhavea

passport?

Me:No

Ken:YoumusthaveoneorI'llbe

leavingyoubehindwheneveritravel

Me:Okay...

Wewalkedintohisbedroomwhere

heputmybagonthebedand

changedhist-shirt.Hehadperfectly

donetattoosonbotharmsandthe

waistbandofhisboxerbriefswere



purewhite..

Ken:(puttingonavest)You'llgetthe

bedandI'llgetthecouch..

Me:Thanks...

Hewalkedovertomeandsmiled

standinginfrontofme...

Ken:Ithoughtyoudidn'tdrink

Me:Ioncedidanditdidn'tendwell

soiquitbecauseithasawayof

bringingouttheratchetinme

Ken:(smiled)Well....Youdon'thave



topretendwithme,icanhandleyou

justfine.

Me:Alright...

Ken:Let'sgoshopping.Idon'thave

food...

Isteppedoutsideashelockedthe

doorthenhethrewmethecarkeys...

Ken:Driveout,I'llclosethegate

Me:Ican'tdrive

Ken:(laughed)Really?Getin,I'llteach

you

Me:Kenno..



Ken:Getin...

Igotinthedriver'sseatthenhegotin

thepassenger'ssideandinstructed

mefromthere,hisconfidenceinme

gavemestrengthandislowlydrove

out,yheartpoundedasipassedby

thegatewhichlookedalotsmaller

thanitwaswhenhewasdriving

earlier.

Ken:(laughed)Drivingwithboth

hands,you'resuchagirl...Relax

shoulders...Talktome,don'tbetoo

serious



Me:(driving)IfitalkI'llhitsomething

Ken:(tickledme)Really?

Me:(screaming)Kennystop!

(laughedandspankedhishand)Don't

touchme...

Iparkedonthesideoftheroadand

heavedahugesighthenwe

exchangedseats.

Me:Sowhatdoyoudoforaliving?

Ken:(lookinginmyeyes)You'reabig

girlright?

Me:Ibelievesoyes,why?



Ken:Iselldrugstotouristsandhigh

profilepeople,idon'tsellfunnythings

likemarijuana...Idealwithpowders

andpills.Idon'tdodrugsijustsell....

Ihopethatdoesn'tscareyou

Ileanedoverandkissedhimonthe

cheekthenhesmiledandstartedthe

car.......

Don'tforgettoLike,therewillbe

bonusesovertheweekend.

Goodnight

*

*



*

*

*.

[9/3,11:34PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴22

AtSpar....

ThecashierscannedourgroceryasI

puteverythinginthebigtrolleythen

Kentookoutabundleofmoneyand

countedlookingatthetotal.He

handedthecashiermoneyandput



therestbackonhisbackpocket,

Kennywasoneofthosementhat

managetogettheattentionofladies

withoutevenknowingandifeltgood

beingwithhimasladiesonthequeue

staredatus.

Hesmiledatmeandhandedmea

juicethenhetookoverputtingour

groceryinthetrolley,thecashier

smiledandhandedhimthechange

andthereceiptthenhegrabbedmy

handandshoveditinhisbackpocket

ashepushedthetrolleyout...



Ismiledlookingupathimwhilehe

lookeddownatmeandsmiled...

Ken:Theyshouldinventkneesurgery

forshortpeoplelikeyou,I'msure

peoplethinkyou'reunderage

Me:Theyshouldmindtheir

business...

Wewalkedacrosstheparkinglotas

hepushedthetrolleywhileisipped

juicewithmyotherhandinhisback

pocketthenheunlockedthecarand

openedtheboot,ileanedoverand

helpedhimpackthem...



Ken:Getinthecar,I'llunloadthem...

(hehandedmetheremainingroll

fromhispocket)Doyouhaveabath

ropeandslippers?

Me:No..(countingthemoney)How

muchisit?

Ken:Justgetwhatyouneed,I'lltopit

upifit'snotenough...

Iactuallyaskedbecausetherollwas

toobigformeanditseemedhe

wasn'tabigfanofwallets.His

driver'slicenseandcardswereina

cardholderandthemoneywas



alwaysrolledwitharubberbandor

foldedwithamoneyclip.…

Iremovedtherubberbandaroundthe

rollandthrewitinthebinbefore

walkinginAckerman'swherei

grabbedashoppingbasketand

updatedmyunderwearwardrobe.I

gotnewcolourfulwashingrags,

towels,socksforwalkingaroundthe

house...Honeyigotshortsandvests,

anythingtomakemyselfhoteven

whenI'mjusthome.

ThatbasketgotfilledbeforeIcould



puteverythingandiwentbacktothe

entranceandpulledatrolley...

Ibumpedintoanailcarepackand

bentmyfingerscheckingoutmy

nails,withthewayladiespaid

attentiontoKennyohihadto

upgradeeverythingaboutmyselfand

iknewfryingfatcakesmessedwith

mycomplexion,ihadsomethingof

highqualityinmindforthat.

MinuteslaterIpaidforeverything

andheapproachedfrombehindwhile

iwasputtingmythingsintheplastic..



Ken:(holdingmywaist)Areyougood?

Me:(smiled)Yeah...

Hegrabbedtheplasticsthenwe

walkedout,aswesteppedouttwo

girlslookedathimandwavedathim

thenhenoddedgreetingthem.

Clearlyhedidn'tknowthemandthey

didn'tknowhimbutthemgetting

fascinatedalmostmademerollmy

eyes,ididn'tknowwomencouldbe

soupfront..

Hethreweverythinginsidethecaras



isatinthefrontpullingaseatbelt

thenhepouredthecoinshehadin

thedashboardpull-out,bigasitwas

itwasalmostfullofcoins.

Me:Iwanttobraidmyhair...

Ken:(smiled)Thistinyshorthair?

Me:It'sactuallylongenough..

Ken:it'sthelengthofyourpinkie

Me:Perfectfortwistorblocks,ke

batamogotelele,theonethat

reachesmytailbone

Ken:(smiledandeventuallylaughed

outloud)tailbone...Ulalala....You



havemysupportonthat...

Hereversedthecarasthemusic

playedthenirewindedtheplaylist

backtoBarbiegirl...

Ken:Seriously?

Me:Ilovethissong

Ken:Therearenewsongsyouknow,

thereareover200songsinthislist...

Explore

Me:I'llexploreaftergettingbored

withthisone...

Ken:AoBarbieimightaswell



downloadyouTinaTurnerand

Madonna'ssongs

Me:Veryfunny

Herolledupthewindowsanddrove

out...

AtAone'shouse...

LaterthateveningBayanggothisson

fromthemaidandsatonthecouch

thenshegotherbagandputonher

shoes...



Maid:Yourfoodisinthekitchen.

Bayang:Thanks...

Maid:OrshouldIprepareyourtub

beforegoing?

Bayang:No,it'sfineI'lldoeverything

myself.Goenjoyyourweekend

Maid:Thankyou..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenBayangsmiledathisboyand

kissedhisbigstomach,hisuncle's

callcamethroughthenheanswered...

Bayang:hello?



Uncle:Isawyourmessage...

(laughed)Whatseemstobethe

problem?

Bayang:(sighed)Idon'tthinkicando

this...Ineverunderstoodwhypeople

gotdivorcedsoonaftergetting

marriedandithoughttheywere

beingchildishbutnowitotally

understandwhy.Ididn'tunderstand

howyoucanmarryawomantoday

andnotwanthermonthslaterafter

spendingsomuchtomakeheryour

wifenowicouldwriteanessay.

Uncle:You'rejustgoingthrough

adjustments,itcanbehardgetting

usedtostayingwithanotherperson



especiallysinceyoudidn'tdo

cohabitationbeforemarriage...You

probablydidn'tknowshewakesyou

lateorthatsheactuallyfartslike

everyone,yougettosmellherbad

breathinthemorningandseeher

withoutmakeup,itcanbealot

Bayang:No,it'snotthat...Sheisnot

whoithoughtshewas.Ionceheard

thatwomencanpretendtobeangels

whilethey'regirlfriendsandonceyou

marrythemtheystartshowingtheir

truecolors.Aoneisexactlythat...I

gotdeceived,sheisaliarandshe

doesitsoeasyyou'dthinkother

peoplearelying.Dowiveslietotheir



husbandslikethis?MaybeIdon't

knowwhatmarriageisallabout,she

liedtomeuncle...Shehelpedforcea

pregnantwomantotakeabortion

pills.Sheforcedsomeonetoabort

herbabyandidon'tthinkican

forgiveherforthat.Thatturnedme

off,I'mboredandifitwasn'tformy

sonI'dsleepoutandcomeinthe

morning.

Uncle:You'rejustangry,takeyour

timeandtalktoyourwife.

Bayang:I'mdivorcing,idon'twantto

tortureherwithlackofsexorlackof

romance,ijustwanttofacethetruth

andletgobecauseican'tdoit.I



knowherfriendsandfamilywon't

understandandI'mperfectlyfinewith

thatbecausemenalwaysgetblamed

whenthingsgosouth,iknowtheywill

sayallsortsofthingsbutidontcare.

Uncle:Motogolohaonyetsegao

thalemothogohelajalo,tryforgiving

herfirst

Bayang:uncledon'tforcemetolove

awomanican'tlove,Ihateherfor

doingthistoDidi.Shehadno

businessbeingthereinthefirstplace

Uncle:Oh,sothevictimisDidi?That

probablychangesthewholeequation

foryoudoesit?



Bayang:Meaning?

Uncle:Iknowhowyoufeelabout

Kedibonye'sdaughter,yourcousin

toldme-

Bayang:Idon'tloveDidi,ijustdon't

likewhatAonedid...Sheisadifferent

person.

Uncle:Canyoudomeafavourand

staywithherforamonthwithout

sayinganythingaboutdivorce?Ifyou

stillfeelstronglyaboutitthenI'llgive

youmyblessing.

Bayang:Okay,ithinkicandothat..

Aonewalkedinandsmiledather



boyslayingonthecouchthenshe

tookoffhershoesandleanedover

kissingBayangonthelipsthenher

son...

Bayang:Bye(hungup)Hi..

Aone:Hi...

Shesatonthecouchandgottheir

son,Bayangputhisfeetonthetable

andincreasedtheTVvolume...

Aone:Iwasthinkingwecouldwatch

amovietonight



Bayang:I'mgoingtowatchthegame

withTshepo

Aone:Tshepofromwork?

Bayang:Yeah..

Aone:Really?

Bayang:what'sthatsupposedto

mean?

Aone:Youhardlysayanythingabout

himandyoualwayswatchthegame

withAatile

Bayang:(stoodup)Aatileandi

haven'tfullyrecoveredsince

someonekilledhisson...Andjust

becauseidon'ttellyouabouteach

conversationihavewithotherguys



don'tmeantheydon'texist.(walking

away)I'mgoingtobath...

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutsmelling

goodandputtingonhiswatchthen

hepassedbytakingthecarkeys

fromthetable...

Bayang:Don'twaitup,hagameehela

relebeleladihighlightslerepeatya

tenggape...Goodnight...

Heclosedthedooranddroveoff.....



AtAatile'sHouse...

MeanwhileLolotuckedthekidsin

andswitchedofftheirlightthenshe

closedthedoorandwalkedintheirs

whereAatilewaslayingdownfacing

thewall,sheswitchedoffthelights

andgotinputtingherarmaround

him..

Shemovedcloserandplayedwithhis

dickuntilitwashardthenheturned

aroundandkissedher,hepulledout

herpantiesandgotbetweenherlegs

asshecaressedhisback...



Hepulledthebottomdrawerand

grabbedaboxofcondomsbutthere

wasnothinginside,hepulledthe

otherdrawerandfoundnothing...

Aatile:Arethecondomsfinished?

Lolo:(rubbinghisdick)Iguessso..

Hekissedherandgotdownpulling

thesheetsoverthem..

Lolo:What?

Aatile:Therearenocondoms



Lolo:So?Youcanwithdrawbesides

evenifyoudon't,thegirlsaretooold

Aatile:I'mnotready

Lolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Aatile:Aftertheweddingthingsare

goingtobetough

Lolo:Ijuststartedworkingremember?

Stopstressing,wealreadytested

negativelet'sjustenjoythis...

Sheslowlygotontopandleaned

overkissinghimthenshesliddown

onitashereluctantlyheldherwaist

thenshebegungrindingit...



AtKen'shouse....

LaterthatnightKenandIcuddledon

thecouchwatchingTVuntilmidnight,

hewasasuckerfordocumentaries

involvingdrugsmugglingandcrime

files,weevenwatchedBoarder

securityandhewouldmentionthe

mistakesdoneduringthe

concealmentofdrugsbeforeitwas

evenshown...

Meanwhilemyheadwasalittle

painfulfromplaitingtheblocks,he



noticedimusthavebeeninpainand

gentlyranhisthumbonmychin...

Ken:Areyouokay?

Me:(yawnedcoveringmymouth)

Yeah...

Hereducedthevolumeandgotup...

Me:(satup)Whereareyougoing?

Ken:(tookmyhandandpulledmeup)

Standup...

Istoodonthecouchthenheturned



aroundandpiggybackedmetothe

bedroom...

Me:(laughed)Ihaveneverbeen

piggybacked...

Ken:(laughed)Really?

Me:Yeah

Ken:Whataboutyourex?

Me:Ihaveneverreallybeenina

relationship.

Ken:It'sunderstandable,you'restill

young...Freshgraduate...Youstill

havealottoexperienceinlifeandi

hopeyougettoexperiencethatwith



me.

Hebentbackwardsandputmedown

thenheremovedhissheetsand

grabbedthefreshonesinthe

wardrobethenhefixedthebedwhile

iheldthepillows.Hegrabbedthem

frommeandchangedthecasesthen

thethrewthemonthebedandgazed

atme.Isweartherewassomething

abouthiseyesandhisdarklips...He

alwaysmadeacertainsmilethat

mademeblushandlookaway...

Ken:(smiled)Oshy?



Me:(laughed)No...

Helookedatmyhairgoingdownmy

faceandgentlytuckedabraidbehind

myearthenhetracedmyjawdown

tomychinwithhisindexfinger...

Ken:(softly)You'reverybeautiful....I

likethishairstyleandthewayyour

hairhasbeendividedintotriangles....

(holdingonebraid)thesebrown

woodenwhateversarecutetoo...

Me:(smiledblushing)Thankyou...



Hestareddownatmylipsasilooked

upathimthenheclearedhisthroat

andrubbedhisnose...

Ken:Getinbed...

Hepulledthesheetsthenigotin,he

tuckedmeinlikeiwasalittlegirl

thenhesatontheedgeofthebed

lookinginmyeyes...

Ken:Thanksforbeinghere

Me:Youwelcome..Caniask

something?



Ken:Sure

Me:Whereisyourgirlfriend?

Ken:Ihaven'thadastable

relationshipinalmost2yearsnow

Me:Okay,kids?

Ken:No,I'mnotreadyforkids.I'm

planningtohavekidsonlywhenmy

lifehasstabilised.

Me:Good

Ken:(stood)Letmegokananna

gankekeotsela...

Me:(laughed)Goodnight...

Hegrabbedthedirtysheetsand



threwtheminthelaundrybasketthen

hepulledthedooronhiswayout

puttinghishandattheswitches...

Ken:Goshapakere?

Me:(smiled)Shap...

Hesmiledandswitchedthelightsoff,

iletafewminutespasswhilelying

thereasiresistedtheurgetolookat

myselfonthemirror.

Hesaidiwasbeautifulandnobody

hadeverreallytoldmeiwasbeautiful



especiallywiththetoneheused.

Iquietlygotupandswitchedthe

lightsonthenistoodinfrontofthe

mirror,myblockswereseriously

beautifulfallingperfectlyonmywhite

red-heartedpyjamas,andilooked

kindofneatwithpinksocks.Ismiled

blushingonmyown,hewasright...I

wasbeautifulanditmademefeel

good.

Isexilybitthesleevesofmypyjamas

asiswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

down....



AtBayang'sHouse....

Thenextmorningaround5Bayang

knockedonthedoor,Aoneopened

thedoorandglaredathimashe

walkedin...

Aone:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Bayang:Itoldyouwhereiwasgoing.

Aone:Soyouwatchedthegamefrom

9pmuntilnowphakelakato6?

Bayang:IsaidI'dwatchthehighlights

andtherepeat..



Hewenttothebedroomwherehe

tookoffhisclothesandgotinbed,

Aonejoinedhimassatleaning

againstthewallfoldingherarms...

Aone:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Bayang:(coveredhimselfwiththe

sheets)You'redisturbingme,kea

otsela...

Aone:Bayangkebualewena..(he

keptquiet)Gaoswabehelaogoroga

molwapengka6....Jwagago

bobeleteboworse.

Bayang:(stillwithhisheadunder)



Aonedon'ttalktomelikethat

Aone:You'rebitch,cominghomeat

6am?Wow...Olebeletemo-

Heturnedaroundandslappedher

acrosstheface...

Bayang:(angrily)Ketagobeletsago

nthogaAone

Hepulledheroverandgrabbedher

throatpressingheronthebedasshe

chokedholdinghiswristtightly,he

slappedhertwiceagainandreleased



her...

Bayang:(angrilylookingather)Ska

tholaonthogawankutwa?(shecried

rubbinghereyes)Kareoskatholao

nthoga...(pullingherhandsaway

fromherface)Heelakebualewena...

Shecontinuedcryingthenhe

smackedheragain,shefellonthe

bedcryingloudly....

Bayang:Obodipaakere?Kareoska

tholaonthogawankutwa?



Aone:(crying)Yes....I'msorry

Bayang:Nxla!didimalaothodia

ngwanaorobetse...Osekawaitidisa

kesagobetsakagorekegoomileka

clapa.

Shegotupquietlycryingthenhe

roughlypulledherbackonthebedby

herpanties...

Bayang:Comebackhere,oyakae?

Akereneorobetse?Hetaorobale...

Shelaiddownquietlycryingthenhe



pulledthesheetsoverthemand

closedhiseyesasshesniffed

rubbinghereyes...

Bayang:Stopsniffing,you'reirritating

me...

AtKen'sHouse...

Laterthatmorningiwalkedacross

thehouserubbingmyeyesand

yawning,Kenwasstillasleeponthe

couchwiththeTVon,iswitcheditoff

andpausedlookingathim.Hewas

layingshirtlesswiththesheet



coveringonlyhisunderwearareaand

iswearhistattoosmadehimlook

likeoneofthoseguysinmovies.I

couldstareathislipsforever,i

wonderediftheywerenaturallydark

oritwastheresultsofcigarettes

whateveritwasitmadethemsexyas

fuck...

Iturnedtothebathroomand

freshenedupthenifriedhim

somethinginthekitchen...

Cardoorsclosedoutsidetheni

movedthecurtainsandpeaked,the



headofdepartmentfrommyformer

seniorschoolsteppedoutofthecar

withmyformerclassmateand

walkedoverchattingloudly.

Iquicklyshookhisshoulderand

loweredmyvoice...

Me:(whispered)Ken?Ken?Some

peoplearecoming...

Heslowlygotuphidinghisboner

withthesheetsandgavemehisback

asheputonhisgraysweatpants

thenhemovedthecurtains....



Ken:Oh...It'smymotherandlittle

sister

Me:(Jawsdropped)That'syour

mother?ShewastheHODyahouse

yameatseniorschool

Ken:Sheisretired

Me:(panicked)That'snotthepoint!

Ken:(laughed)Wereyouagoodgirl

atschool?

Me:(heartpounding)Idon'tknow

howsheknowsme

Ken:Barbiewereyoudull?

Me:Ken,really?That'snotfunny



Ken:(laughed)I'mkidding,comeon...

Haveasenseofhumour

Me:(walkingtothebedroom)I'm

goingtostayinthebedroomuntil

theyleave

Hegrabbedmypyjamasandpulled

meback...

Ken:Relax.....it'snotabigdeal....of

coursesheisgoingtochewyoubut

shewilleventuallyspityou

Me:Chewme?Chewmehow?And

yoursisterwasmyclassmate-



Ken:(smiledamused)Really?

(laughed)Thisisfunny,ican'tbelieve

I'mfuckingwithmylittlesisters

classmate

Me:You'renotfuckingme,I'mnot

evenyourgirlfriend..

Ken:Yeahbutineverbringgirlshere

sothey'regoingtoconcludethatthe

minutetheyseeyouinpyjamas.You

mightaswellpracticeyourbest

smilebecauseyou'reabouttomeet

yourmotherinlawandfirst

impressionslastlonger...

Theyknockedthenheopenedthe



doorandsmiled....

Don'tforgettoLikesforanother

bonus

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

[9/3,11:34PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me



✴23

AtKenna'sHouse..

Ipretendedtobescratchingmyfoot

whilesittingonthecouchasthey

walkedin...

MmaDaniel:Ofanabathong,doyou

everansweryo-

Shepausedlookingatmeinmy

pyjamasandlookedathimshirtless

asheawkwardlylookeddowntying



thestringsofhissweatpants.

MmaDaniel:Uhukelethakodisitse

bongwanaka?

Ken:(embarrassed)Macomeon...

Otlhewalkedinpressingherphone

andsmiledsurprisedtoseemethen

shewalkedpassedhermotherand

huggedme...

Otlhe:Hi...

Me:(shyly)Hi...Longtimenosee

Otlhe:(laughed)Youjustdisappeared



afterformfive,whathappened?

Me:Iwasatschool,irecentlymoved

backtoMaun...

MmaDaniel:Otlheareemehante

mogolooaaperekemothakodisitse

Ken:(sighed)Forthelasttimeyou

didn'tandcanyoustopwiththat

word?Nnagawanthakodisasepe

goloharenerelebileTV

Otlhe:(stoodup)TheTVisoff,learn

howtolie...(laughed)Ofanakanane

kekopelaDidigoreharebalaform4

leform5...Wesharedatable.Kemo

kopelatocomenice....Onetimei

copiedthewholeofherpaper1ya



mathsandwegotthesamemarks.

Alesematalegohithatestgore....

Shem....Ilovedthisgirl

MaDaniel:Youcopied?

Otlhe:Uhmamakedilotsa

bogologolo..

Ken:(tohismother)Howcanyoube

surprised,don'tyourememberhow

sheoncecopiedeverythingand

copiedanotherstudent'snamekogo

standard2?

Otlhe:(punchedhimonthechest)

Gakebate,iwasachild...

Ken:Copycathelagolomo

MaDaniel:(laughed)Let'sgotothe



carsotheycangetdressedandopen

thewindows,it'salittlestuffyin

here...Icansmellallkindsofflavours

Ken:(laughed)Whatflavours?There

arenoflavoursinhere...

MaDaniel:(smiledlookingatme)

Tshweu?

Me:Ma?

MaDaniel:I'llgreetyououtside

Me:(laughedshamefully)Ehmma...

SheclosedthedoorthenKenwalked

overandgrabbedhisvest...



Ken:(exhaled)Thatwentwell..

Me:"Well"?

Ken:Trustmeitcouldhavebeen

worse,that'smymotheratherbest

behaviour...

Me:Shethinkswehadsex,isn'tthat

disturbing?

Ken:Getdressedbeforeshethinks

wearegettinganotherround...

(walkingoutofthe)Hurryup,let's

go...

Iwenttothebedroomashestepped

outwalkingtowardshismotherwho

wassittinginthecardrinkingwater,



sheturnedaroundandlookedather

sonwalkingover.....

MaDaniel:(smiled)Kegokapile

gompienoOfanaakere?

Ken:(laughedshyly)EishMa...Uh

MaDaniel:(laughed)Iwasbeginning

toworryaboutyou,doesyourfather

knowher?

Ken:Yesbuthehasn'tmether...We

recentlystartedthiswholething,i

didn'twanttorushit,it'sstillnew.

MaDaniel:Iunderstand...Anywayi

wantyoutocheckmycarforme,i

seeallkindsoflightsonthe



dashboardandidon'tknowwhatit

means,thehandbrakeisalsohard,

it'samess.

Ken:Okay...

Iwalkedoutwith2plasticchairsand

handedhertheotheronethenwe

bothsatdownandwatchedKen

openingthebonnet...

Ken:Youdon'thaveoil,thereisno

water,brakefluidisalsolow...Gaona

sepeseonalesone..Ihavetogiveit

alittleservice

MaDaniel:Ineedtomeetmy



motsheloladies,whenwillyoube

done?

Ken:Atleast2hoursbecauseihave

tobuythematanautoshop...You

canusemineinthemeantime.

MaDaniel:Ohthankyou...(turnedto

me)Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine

MaDaniel:Howisyourgrandmother?

Me:(surprised)Um...Sheislate,we

buriedheronSaturday

MaDaniel:I'mverysorry,youmustbe

hurt...Youseemsurprisedthati

knowher,Irememberyoubecause

yourgrandmothernevermissedany



PTAmeetings,asoldasshewasshe

wouldcometomyofficejusttoask

andgetthingsclearly,that'swhyi

neverforgotyourfaceandmany

otherteachersknewheraswell.I

hopeyoumadeherproudandwent

toauniversity

Me:Ididbutunfortunatelyshedied

beforeicouldfindajob

MaDaniel:Unemployedisevery

graduate'snightmarebutmaybe

you'renotmeanttobeanemployee

butratheranemployer.Haobonabo

Ofanabalwaledibusinessjaanaits

becauseofunemployment.Don'tbe

scaredtostartyourownbusiness



nowadaysit'shard...

Me:(smiled)Iwon't...

MaDaniel:(tohim)Mogolooareota

lengne?

Ken:Heshouldarrivetomorrow

afternoon,apparentlytherewasa

delayattheboarder

MaDaniel:Thesebusinessofselling

carswillhaveyoutwokilled,inever

feelcomfortableknowingthatyou

aredrivinginSouthAfricaalonewith

atruckfullofnewcars,thatcallsfor

hijacking

Ken:(laughed)Andthereareroads

weusuallyavoidbecausetheytarget



carsfromBotswana.

MaDaniel:Iwishtherewasawayfor

youtogetyourstockwithoutdriving

there

Ken:Butitsnotthatbad,itdoesn't

happeneveryday...

HeclosedthebonnetthenOtlhe

steppedoutwiththeirbagsand

threwtheminhiscar...

MaDaniel:(shookmyhandand

smiled)Nicetomeetyounana

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo...



Otlhe:(sittinginthecar)Didicani

haveyournumber?

Ken:Hellno...You'renotbefriending

mygirlfriend,whatareyoutwogoing

totalkabout?

MaDaniel:Tswathemobaneng

Wealllaughedathimasigaveher

mynumber...

Ken:Ican'tbelieveyoudidthat..

Me:(laughedandshruggedmy

shoulders)I'msorry...



Theydroveoffthenheputhisarm

aroundmewalkingtothehouse..

Me:(laughed)Suchaliar,soyour

motherthinksyou'reacardealer?

Ken:Therehastobeanexplanation

ofwherethemoneyiscomingfrom

right?(webothlaughed)Bytheway

getdressed,igotsomethingtoshow

you...

Wegotinandclosedthedoor....

AtBayang'sHouse....



Aonebentoverputtingatrayoftea

onthetableasheruncleandauntin

lawsatonthecouch...

Uncle:Whereishe?

Aone:Heisstillsleeping

Uncle:Mshaneobodipathe

bathong...Wakehimup,tellhimI'm

callinghim

Aone:Ehrra..

Shewalkedinthebedroomandsat

ontheedgeofthebedthenshe



gentlyshookhim....

Aone:Babe?Uncleisoutside

Heturnedaroundandlookedather...

Bayang:Oneslapandyou'recalling

theentirefamilyandneighbourhood?

Mxm

Heputonhispantsandwalkedout

puttingonhist-shirt,heclearedhis

throatandbentovershakingtheir

hands.



Bayang:dumelang..

Uncle:Ihearyouwerewrestlingyour

wifelastnight,what'sgoingon?

Bayang:Shecalledmelebeleteandi

toldhertostopbutshedidn'tsoi

disciplinedherforthat.

Aunt:Thatpartaboutdiscipline

doesn'tsuityou,thenephewiknow

wouldneverbeatawoman,whatare

youturninginto?

Bayang::Iwantadivorce

Uncle:Ithoughtwehadan

understandingconcerningthat,didn't

itellyouthedayyouwebroughther



here?Wetoldyoulebomalomago

gorenowthatyouaremarriedyou

alsothinkforyourson,thinkabout

howthechoicesyou'remakingwill

affectyourchild.

Auntie:Whatyouneedtostopis

fightingthiswoman,shegaveyoua

childandsheisyourwife.Respect

herAonelewenamonnagaarogiwe,

ifyouhurthisfeelingshewillbeat

youyetyoucan'tbeathimfor

yourselfsoavoidgettingonhisway,

akolennengsente.You'reanewly

marriedcouple,youshouldbeina

goodmoodenjoyingthismarriage

lifestyle.Thefirsttwoyearsof



marriagearethesweetest,don'thurt

oneanother...

Uncle:Bayangyoudidn'tmarryan

angel,youknowthatright?Youknow

sheisahumanbeinglikeyouandme,

shewillmakemistakesandyou'll

havetoforgiveherjustlikeshewill

forgiveyou.

Bayang:Yes

Uncle:canyoupleasefaceone

anotherandapologise,icanbe

mediatinganewlymarriedssedireng

jalobongwanaka.Totanglenyalola

lona,nobodysaiditwouldbeeasy,go

thatamolenyalong.Gaselabana...



Theyturnedaroundfacingone

anotherthenBayangheldherhands

asshelookedathim...

Aone:I'msorryforcallingyounames

andinsultingyou,mostofallI'm

sorryforhurtingyoubytakingpartin

somethingihadnobusinessgetting

involvedin.Inowknowishouldn't

entertaincertainfriends,please

forgiveme

Bayang:IforgiveyouandI'msorryfor

hittingyou,I'msorryforstayingout

allnight.Isleptatworkinthelab,we



havecouchestherethatweusually

sleeponduringnightshifts.Idon't

cheatandI'msorryforeverything.

Pleaseforgiveme

Aone:Iforgiveyou

Theyhuggedastheirparentssmiled.

***

Almostanhourlaterofchattingthe

couplewalkedtheirparentstothecar

asBayangputhisarmaroundher

waist,theparentsgotinthecarand



wavedatthemastheydroveout.

Bayangletgoofherandclosedthe

gateasshewaitedforhim...

Aone:TodayI'mthinkingofcooking

somethingdifferent...Doyouhave

anythinginmind?

Bayang:(closingthegate)Anythingis

fine...

Thebabystartedcrying...

Aone:(hurriedtothehouse)Heis



crying...

ShewalkedawaythenBayangturned

aroundwalkingtowardsthehouse

dialinghiscolleague...

Tshepo:Yeah

Bayang:Rememberthatfaxabout

someonewhoneededtoswapfrom

KasanetoMaun?

Tshepo:Yeah

Bayang:Didanyoneswapwithhim?

Tshepo:Idon'tthinkso,ihavethe

numberyatheguy.Doyouwantto



transferthere?

Bayang:Yeah,Maunisboringme.

Tshepo:I'llsendit

Bayang:sure

Hehungup,thenumbergotinthen

hedialedit...

Voice:Hello?

Bayang:HithisisBayangfrom

Letsholathebememorialhospital,i

sawyournoteaboutswapping

stations,howsooncanwedothis?

Voice:(smiledrelieved)ThankGod,



thankyousomuch...I'llhandoverthe

paperworkonMonday

Bayang:Okay,I'llpreparemine.Wait...

Isthatabighospital?Idon'twantto

workinatinyhospital

Voice:It'sabigbeautifulhospital,

almostashugeasLetsholathebe.

ThereisalsoanInternational

Airport....Kasaneisbeautiful,you're

goingtoloveit...Itsatourist

destinationjustlikeMaun.

Bayang:Alright,let'sworkonthe

paperworkandsubmitthemon

Monday,ican'twaitforthetransfer

tobeapproved.



Voice:Cool....

Hehungupandwalkedinthehouse

asAonebreastfedtheirsonsittingon

thecouch...

Bayang:(satdown)Kanagatwei

mightgettransferredtoKasane

Aone:What?Ithoughtthe

governmentdoesn'tmovemarried

officersfromtheirfamilies,kanai

can'tgobecauseihaveabusiness

here

Bayang:ithinkbecausehospitalsare

shortstaffedthey'reforcedtopost



uswherevertheyforcedtobecause

savinglivescomesfirst.

Aone:Ministryofhealthkenonsense,

when?

Bayang:Ithinknextweek

Aone:It'stoosoon..Ican'tevenmove

mybusinesstoKasanebecausemy

clientsareinMaun

Bayang:JustremainhereandI'll

checkonyou,thereisanairportso

I'msureitwillbea40minutesflight

ifnot1hour,Kasanekehahela..

Don'tworryaboutit...

Aone:(sadly)Thisisbad...Thisis

howthedevilkillsmarriages,who



knowswhat'sgoingtohappenin

Kasaneandiheardthereare

prostitutesthereandnewHIV

infectionsareontherisebecauseof

thetruckdriversbuyingsexbythe

boarder

Bayang:ThegoodthingisI'mnota

truckdriver,iworkinthehospital,i

don'thavetimeforsex.Don'tworry

aboutus,wewillsurvivethis....

Hehuggedherandkissedhisson...

Bayang:Comehereboy,comehere

boy...



Heliftedhissonandkissedhim

walkingaway......

AtBoseja.....

LaterthatafternoonKenpulledover

toabigboardwrittenKENMOTOR'S

withasmartlogoofcarsandcontact

details...

Heparkedatthegatethenasecurity

guardunlockedandopenedforus,he

drovethroughthegateandpassed



about20carssmartlyparkedunder

thegreenshade...

Ken:(steppedout)Let'sgo...

Isteppedoutadmiringthecarsashe

unlockedtheofficeandwalkedin,i

followedhimreadingthewritingson

thesectionedoffices...LoreDaniel-

Finance

Me:WhoisLore?

Ken:That'smybigbrother..

Me:Youbothownthecompany?



Ken:Istarteditseveralyearsago,my

brotherjoinedmebeginningofthis

yearafterlosinghisjob.

Me:(laughed)Didn'thefreakabout

thepowdersandpills?

Ken:Istartedsellingthosein

universitysohewasn'tsurprised.I

haveafreakyfriendcalledChinedu

hehelpedmewithconnections.

Me:Chinedu,IsthatKalanga?

Ken:Nigerian

Me:Oh...

Ken:Comein...



Iwalkedinhisofficeandlooked

aroundasheadjustedtheroom

temperatureandclosedthedoor...

Hehadabigframedpictureofthe

presidentonthewallandthetrading

licensesonthesideswithother

frameddocuments...

Ken:Comehaveaseat...

Hepulledthechairformethenisat

down,hesatonthedeskinfrontof

me...



Ken:So...Whatdoyouthink?

Me:(smiled)It'sabeautifuloffice...I

likeit,howmanyemployeesdoyou

have?Kebonagonaletwomore

offices

Ken:It'sjustmybrotherandthat

securityguard,healsowashesthe

carsforextracash.Hisofficeisthat

housebythegate...Icouldn'thirean

officeassistantbecauseidon'tcome

toworkallthetime.Sometimeswe

takeaweekortwoinothercountries,

besidesthisisjustadisguiseso...

Me:Butit'sverynice...itsagood



business

Ken:Wouldyoumindrunningthis?

You'llmakeextracash...

Me:Uh?

Ken:Let'ssayforexamplewesella

car45Ktheactualpricewegotitwith

fromSouthAfricaisroughly30K.

Mostofthemcomebyshipfrom

Japanthey'repreowned.Itmakesa

lotofprofit

Me:Areyouserious?

Ken:(smiled)Don'tworrythisoneis

legitimate,you'renotanywhereclose

tomypowders...bythetimethetruck

loadingcarsparksherethepowders



andpillsarelonggone...

Me:(smiled)Okay...

Ken:Butyouhavetogetadriver's

licenseandapassport,dothaton

Mondayokay?

Me:Yeah...

Ken:(grabbedmyarm)Comehere...

Heledmeoutsideasismiledlooking

atthecars,icouldn'twaittostartmy

job....

Me:Ican'tbelieveifoundajob...



Hestoppedandstoodbehindme

holdingmywaistthenhekissedmy

neck...

Ken:Haokapasamatshwaoandget

adriver'slicenseyoucanpickacar

ofyourchoiceandkeepit...

Ismiledlookingatasilver2door

Prado,awhitetwodoorMitsubishi

Pajeroanda2doorredJeepwitha

softtoptheniturnedtohim...

Me:Iwantoneofthose...



Ken:(smiled)Toobadyoudon'teven

knowhowtodrive....Waveyour

licenceontheairandit'syours...

Ismiledandjumpedonhisarmsas

helaughedwalkingtowardsthe

officeholdingmethenheputme

downandwewalkedintheoffice....

Iexcitedlyhoppedbehindhimaswe

walkedalongthepassagetohis

officethenijumpedonhisbackand

hegrabbedmeproperlypiggybacking

measmylonghairfellonboth

sides...



Me:Ken?

Ken:Mmh?

Me:Ilikebeingwithyou,idon'twant

topartwithyou...

Ken:Why?

Me:Becauseyoumakemesmile

Hesmiledandputmeonthedesk

thenheturnedaroundfacingmeand

slowlypulledupmychinforasimple

babykissthatleftmewantingmore.I

badlywantedtokisshisdarklips...



Me:Pleasedon'teverleaveme

Ken:Beingwithmeisdangerous

babe,doyouknowthat?Shitgets

fuckedupsometimes,you'reonly

seeingthenicerpartofitrightnow...

canyoureallyhandleit?

Me:(nodded)Yes...

Ken:(smiledandpulledmychinup)

Comehere...(hebabykissedme)I'll

alwayshaveyoubymyside..

Heletgoandslowlyleanedover

kissingmethenhisphonerang.....



Ken:Hello?....**...(frowned)What?...

**...(swallowed)Lore?Listen...Relax

okay...(heartpounding)Please...I'm

onmyway,don'tcallthepoliceorthe

ambulance,youknowwhatwill

happentothetruckifyoudo.Just

waituntiligetthereandmovethose

packages,theycan'tspendanightat

apolicestation.Ifyoucallthe

ambulancetheminutetheygetyou

thetruckistakenandwecan'ttake

thatrisk...**....Holdon...Howbadis

thebleeding?....**….don'tcallanyone,

please...I'mcoming...

Hehungupandgrabbedthekeysto



anothercar...

Ken:Ihavetogo...(pointed)Thekeys

tothecarsareoverthere...(paused)

Shitkanayoucan'tdrive...(handed

memoney)Getataxihome....My

brotherhadanaccidentwiththe

truckbutithasmorethanjustcars

andthepolicecannotgetthere

beforeido

Me:(hoppeddownfollowinghim)I'm

comingwithyou,yousaidyouwon't

leavemebehind-

Ken:(blockedme)No,you'restaying

behin-



Me:(frownedwhining)Nnakebata

gotsamayalewen-

Ken:(Angrilyraisedhisvoice)Isaid

noandyoudon'tgettoquestionme

aboutit.You'renotgettinganywhere

nearthepackages.Gohomeand

watchmoviesorgoshoppingor

something....Andpleasebehome

whenigetback....

Hekissedmeandwalkedoutlighting

acigarette....

Liketogetanotherbonuswhenwe

reach24KLikes....



*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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.
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AtKen'sHouse...

Lateronisteppedoutofthetaxi

holdingbigplasticbagsandputthem

onthestoopasthetaxidriverhelped

meunloadthemthenipaidhimand

walkedtothegate.

Hedroveouttheniclosedthegate

andexcitedlyhurriedbacktothe

houselikealittlegirl,iunlockedthe

houseandthreweverythingonthe

glossedwoodfloorthenitookoffmy

clothesrightthereandfitted

everything.



Icouldn'texpressthehappinessifelt

changingmyskinnyjeansand

fashionabletops,ihadboughtthem

all...Dropshoulders,stringshoulders

andcroptops.

Eachclothingiworeiputon

matchingheelsandcatwalkedtothe

mirrorwhereI'dturnlikeamodel

wavingmybraidsandsmiled...Yeah

myskinwasrespondingwellto

GarnierproductsandIlovedhowthe

beauticianatthemalldidmy

eyebrows.Kennywastransforming



meintoadivaandijustlovedhim...

Myphonerangintheloungearea

thenicarefullyraninmyheelsand

bentoverpicking...

Me:Hello?

Ken:Hey,what'sup?

Me:Justhomefittingonmyclothes.

Ken:Alright,I'mwasjustcheckingin.

Me:(smiled)Awwthat'ssosweet,

Howishe?

Ken:Theambulancehadalready

pickedhimbythetimeigotherebuti



managedtogetwhaticameherefor

beforeNunu'sboysgothere

Me:Okaythat'sarelief

Ken:(laughed)Istillhavetopassthe

gatesandyouknowtheysearchthe

cars.

Me:OhmyGod...

Ken:(smiled)Don'tworryaboutit,i

gotit.Themostimportantthingyou

candoformeistostaysafeand

beautiful.

Me:(smiled)I'lldothat,Pleasedrive

safely

Ken:Iwill,takecarealright?



Me:Okay

Ihungupandlaidbackonthecouch

huggingmyphonewithahugesmile,

ilovedhisroughvoiceandtheway

hesoftlytalkedtometurnedmeon.

Isowantedtosharemyrelationship

withsomeone,mytonguewasitching

butmygrandmother'swordsrangat

thebackofmyheadaboutsharing

everythingwithfriendssoisighed

andgrabbedmyselfaglassofwine...

Hourspassedwhileiwatched



moviesonlinethenacallcame

through....

Me:Hello?

MaDaniel:HiDidi,KeDidiakere?

Me:(fixedmyvoiceintoawell

mannereddaughterinlaw)Ehmma..

MaDaniel:IwasjusttalkingtoKen

andhesaysheiswiththetruckbuti

needhisbrother'sclothes,I'min

Letsholathebe,wouldyoumind

bringingthemover?

Me:Whatshouldibring?

MaDaniel:ATshirt,apairofpants



andatowel,evenabathingset.You'll

seewhatelsetoadd

Me:I'llbethereshortly.

IhungupanddialedKen...

Ken:Hey

Me:Isitokayifigetafriendtodrive

me?

Ken:Doesthisfriendhavealicence?

Me:YesLettyhasalicence

Ken:OkaythentellLettytosendyou

thesoftcopyofthebookya

matshwaosoyoucanreviseandget



alicense,that'swhenwewilldiscuss

thecaragain

Me:(sighed)Bye

Ken:You'rebeautiful

Me:Uhtsalamaelakoo

Helaughedasihungupandhurried

toLore'sroom....

AtLetsholathebe....

LateronAatilewalkedinthelaband

putontheglovesasBayangsatby

thecomputerenteringresultsinthe



computer...

Bayang:Exeeh...

Aatile:(grabbedthelistandhopped

onthecounterreadingit)Howzit

Bayang:I'mtransferringtoKasaneso

thatIcanfreelydivorcewithoutAone

callingmyparents.Ijustwanttoget

itoverwith

Aatile:Isitthatbad?

Bayang:Ican'tpretendanymore..

Thathouseisboring.Stayingwith

someoneyouhateisselfdestructive

becauseyouendupdoingthingsout

ofcharacter,relweleleAone,kea



mpotsagoreketswakaephakela

andshecalledmenameska

mmolaisadimpamagorelennake

filebad.

Aatile:(laughed)Wenaobetsa

mosadi?Waayaka!

Bayang:I'mserious

Aatile:Wow...Okay..(sighed)Lolo

andiaretryingforababy,inacouple

ofmonthsshewillbegivingmea

babyboysoI'llbefine.

Bayang:Ofcourseyou'refine

becauseDidi'sbabydyingisarelief

tosomeextent.

Aatile:(stoppedsmiling)Ican't



believeyouthinklikethat,just

becauseiforgaveLolodoesn'tmean

icondonewhatshedid.Younever

lovedAoneandyouthoughtshewill

helpyougetoverDidi,behonestwith

yourselfforonce.Ifyoulovea

womanyouhavetoputyourpride

aside

Bayang:Andyetyouwentaheadand

sleptwithher,knowingallthese...

Aatile:I'mnotapologisingfor

somethingyoualreadyforgaveme

for,weareoverthat.

Bayang:You'reoverthat...itseasyfor

youtoforget.



Aatile:Kantewhydidyouleaveherif

youlovedherthatmuch?Andto

makemattersworseyouactually

wentaheadandmarriedanother

womanthenhadachildandyou

thinkyoustandachancewithDidi?Is

thatwhyyouaredivorcing?The

sooneryourealisethatit'stoolate

thebetter,workonyourmarriage.

Bayang:Soyou'regoingtoactlike

youdidn'tjusthearmetellingyoumy

reasonfordivorcingher?Whydoes

everythinghavetobeaboutDidi?I

can'tbewithawomancapableof

doingwhatAonedid,ifyoucansleep

withthesamewomanwhokilledyour



songoodforyoubutnotme.

Aatile:(sighed)Canwestopthis

beforeitgetsoutofhand?

Bayang:Youstartedit

Aatile:YeskaDidisofromnowonI'll

nevertalkabouther.Deal?

Bayang:Deal..

Theycontinuedworkinginsilence...

AtEmergency......

Me:Yes,I'mwalkinginthehospital

now..



Ken:Alright,thanksforhelpingout.

Me:Anytime..

Ihungupwalkingupthesmallstairs

inmybrandhighheelsandpasseda

groupofpeoplequeueingonthe

chairs,icouldfeelmyselfslayingand

themensittingtherestaringatme

confirmeditforme...

Igreetedeveryoneandheadedtothe

bedswhereibumpedonOtlhe

walkingoutwithabottleofwater...



Me:Hey

Otlhe:Hi,sheisinthere...

Imovedthecurtainsandwalkedin,i

couldn'tseehisbrother'sfaceashe

hadatoweloverhisfacegrunting

whilehismotherwipedhisbloody

feet....

Me:Ketse

MaDaniel:Ohthankyoumygirl...Put

themthere...

Lore:(gruntedputtinghishandsover

thetowelonhisface)Uh...Shiit...



Don'tmovemyfoot...

MaDaniel:LoreakereI'mtryingto

wipethebloodoff

Lore:Nnakeshap,ntesekamadi

hela...

MaDaniel:Kanawenaodikgoka...

Nnasenterra...They'retakingyouto

theward,ican'tletyougolikethis...

Shecontinuedwipinghim...

Me:Isthereanythingelse?

MaDaniel:No...Oh...TellOtlheto

bringhimhiswallet,itsinthecar.



Me:Wherewasshegoing?

MaDaniel:Tothecar..

Me:Okay...

Iwalkedoutandheadingtothe

parkinglotasiwalkedalongthelong

corridor,ibumpedintoBayang

walkingoutofoneofthedoorsthen

hepausedandstaredatmeinshock.

Helookedatmefromfootgoingup

andswallowed...

Bayang:Hi...

Me:Hi..



Bayang:Wow...Whathappened?

Me:(smiled)Whatdoyoumean?

Bayang:Youlookcompletely

different...You'rebeautiful...I....I...

Wow...Imean...Wow

Me:Thanks

Bayang:I'msorryabout-

Me:(smiled)Youreallyneedtostop

apologisingforsomethingyoudidn't

do...

Bayang:(touchedmybraid)These

thingslookextremelybeautifulon

you...Youlookcompletelydifferent...

Me:Thanks...Ihavetogo-



Bayang:Wait...Canyougivemeyour

CV?I'mmovingtoKasane,iwantto

dropitoffonceIgetthere,maybe

youcanfindajoband-

AsilookedbehindBayangisawKen

approachingholdingasmallplastic,

myheartskippedjustfromhisstare

andilookeddownnotsurehowto

react,hehadjustcaughtmestanding

withamanonacorridorandnotjust

anyman,themanhehadtoldme

daysearlierthathedidn'tlike.

Bayangturnedaroundandlookedat



himputtinghishandsinthecoatas

theyexchangedintenselooks,my

heartpoundedasKenapproached

andwalkedpastuswithoutsayinga

word....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atthehospital...

Himpassingbyleftustemporarily

paralysed,howhewalked,howhe

lookedatBayangandthesoundof

hisfootstepsallgotthingsintense...

Me:Ihavetogo,that'smyboyfriend..

Bayang:Helookslikeathuganddid

youseehowhelookedatme?

Me:Youdon'tknowhim...

Bayang:Olebegabodipaandheis

goingtobeatyou..Hehasan



earring...Sincewhendoyouhang

aroundpeoplelikethis?

Me:Bye...

IwalkedawayandbumpedintoOtlhe

thenwewentbacktothecar.....

Atthelab....

MinuteslaterBayangstuckhishead

inlookingatAatile...

Bayang:Pxxxx!!



AatileturnedthenBayangwavedhim

over,hewalkedovertakingoffhis

glovesthenBayangputhisarm

aroundhimastheywalkedtowards

theelevator...

Bayang:Taoboneboyfriendyaga

Didi

Aatile:Shehasaboyfriend?

Bayang:Yeah...Okoemergency

Aatile:Can'twaittoseethis...

Bayang:Helookslikeathug

Aatile:How?

Bayang:Heisdressedinblack,he



hastattoosonhisbiceps,hehasan

earringandididn'tlikethewayhe

waslookingatme.Lookathimand

tellmeheisnotabusingher,imean

thewayhejustlookedatmeand

passedasabuasepegavemethe

chills...

Aatile:Didiisnotseriousaboutlife

waitse...

Minuteslatertheywalkedpastthe

waitingareainwhitecoatsand

turnedtothebeds,Kenwasleaning

againstthewallwithhiskneebent

andthesoleofhisbootonthewall



foldinghisarmsstandingwithhis

fatherwhowaswearingacowboy

hat...

Bayang:(loweredhisvoice)That's

him...

Theybothlookedathimasheturned

hisheadandlookedatthem,they

walkedintothenextroomand

ignoredthemcontinuingatalkwith

hisfather...

Ken:Thetruckwasn'tdamaged,we

had12carsincarriageand4were



seriouslydamaged,otherscanbe

fixed,theother4willneed

mechanicalrepairandwewill

probablyhavetosellthematalower

price..

Him:Ithinkhedozedoff...

Ken:Hedoesn'twanttoadmititbuti

thinksotoobecausehedidn'thit

anyoneanditwasn'tevenatyre

burst..I'mgladheisnotbadthough,

I'msurehewillbeoutinaweek

Him:Helooksfine,whenareyou

boyscomingtothefarm?Ineedyour

help

Ken:I'llhearfromhimoryouneed



helpsooner?

Him:No,inacoupleofweeks.Iwant

tobrandthecalves

Ken:Okay,ifLowisn'tfeelingokay,I'll

doitonmyown

Him:Alright...(smiled)Bythewayi

heardyourmothersayingyourgirlis

here..

Ken:(laughed)Iknowsheprobably

exaggeratedeverything...

Him:Shesayssheisfromagood

family

Ken:Sheisnotrich

Him:Goodhasnothingtodowith



money

Ken:Ifyousaysolikeisaidwejust

startediwasjusttooquicktoshare

withyouandiwasn'tplanningforma

toseeherthatfastbecauseshe

mightnotshareavisionwithmeand

idon'twanttofindmyselfinan

awkwardsituation.

Him:Itrustyouandthefactthatits

beenawhilesinceyoutoldmeabout

agirlgotmehopeful.

Ken:Yeah...

BayangandAatilepassedbehindthe

oldmanagainlookingatKenandhe



staredbackatthemrelaxedstill

foldinghisarms,theysaidsomething

tooneanotherbutheturnedback

andcontinuedtalkingtohisfather.....

AtAatile'shouse...

LaterthateveningLoloswitchedoff

thelightsandlaiddownthenshe

tookoutherphoneanddialedAatile...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Hi,I'mgoingtobed

Aatile:Okay..Saygoodnighttothe



kids

Lolo:Theyarealreadydown...

Aatile:Goodnight,iloveyou...

Lolo:Iloveyoutoo...

Shehungupandclosedhereyes,she

smiledtouchingherflattummythen

sherememberedGiovanni,thesmile

onherfacedisappeared.

Shegotthephoneandlookedathis

picture,sheneverknewitwasareal

humanbeingatthatstageand

thoughsheheardaboutthe



movementsheneverbelieveditwas

anythingbiggerthanherthumb....

Shewonderedwhatherfriend

thoughtofherandwhereshewasor

whyshehasn'tsaidanythingthen

shetriedcallingbutshewas

blocked...

Shetossedandturnedforawhile

untilshedialedherLorraine..

Lorraine:(sleepy)hello?

Lolo:Hey...WaitseI'mbeginningto



feelguiltyaboutwhathappenedka

ngwanawagaDidi,ishouldhavelet

thingsbe.

Lorraine:Apologisetoher,shemight

understand

Lolo:Shedoesn'tpickmycalls,she

blockedmeineverything.

Lorraine:Shewillunblockyouwhen

shefeelsbetterkeepchecking.

Lolo:Yeah,partofmefeelslikethe

babywouldhavesurvivedifiwas

alone.IregretcallingAonekanake

enewagorelet'sholdherdownuntil

after2hours

Lorraine:Yourfriendisevilmma,i



don'twantherinourgroup.(yawned)

Shedoesn'tactlikeanewmother

Lolo:Iknewshewouldhelpmebut

lyingaboutitandpaintingherselfas

theangelisdisturbing.Shewill

destroymymarriageinthelongrun,

anywaysorryfordisturbingicantell

you'resleepy...Goodnight

Lora:Iwasabouttosleepyoudidn't

didn'twakeme...Goodnight

Lolo:Goodnight...

Shehungupandwenttobed....



Atthemaleward...

LaterthatnightOtlheandiwalkedin

thewardwiththewallet,iwaitedas

sheputquicklyputintheshelfwhile

everyonewalkedout.Lorewaslying

onhissidefacingthewallasshe

pulledhiscurtainsandturnedbackto

us....

IshamefullyavoidedlookinginKen's

eyesknowingwhathadhappened

earlier,hehadn'tsaidanythingabout

itandaswewalkedoutthedoor

behindhismotherandsisterheput



hisarmaroundmywaistandlooked

atmewithoutanyfacialexpressions.

Thatgavemethechills,hehad

alwaysflashedmewithasmilebut

thistimehewasn'tinthemoodfor

thatandevenwhenhisfamilymade

jokeshesmiledbrieflyandlooked

away,Iwasbeginningtoworry.There

wasnoquestioninmymindthathe

wasgoingtogivemeseveralslaps

andiwonderedhowfarhewould

takeit...

Hisfathermetusacrossthefloor



andsmiledlookingatme...

Ken:(tohim)ThisisDidi...Didithisis

myfather....

Me:(smiled)Dumelang

Him:(smiled)Nicetomeetyou...(to

him)Sheisbeautiful

Ken:(smiledbriefly)Thanks...(sighed)

...I'malittleexhausted,wearegoing

tosleep

Weallexchangedhandshakesand

bidoneanothergoodnight,theywent

totheemergencyparkinglotwhile



wewalkedacrossthehospitaltothe

publicparkinglot..

Onthewayheputhishandsinthe

pocketsandquietlywalkedoutasi

followedhim,myheartpoundedeven

louderasweapproachedthecar,he

tookoutthekeysandunlockedthe

doorsfromadistancethenigotin

thefrontseatbuthesatonthe

bonnetandlitacigarette...

God,ihadnotseenhimbehavelike

thatandididn'tknowwhathewas

goingtodonext,Isteppedoutand



closedthedoor...

Me:(softly)Areyouokay?

Ken:Areyouplayingtobeasecond

handsmoker?

Me:No

Ken:Thengetbackinthecarand

closethedoor..

Iwalkedbackinsideandclosedthe

doorsittinginside,minuteslaterhe

droppedthecigaretteonthe

pavementandstompedonit,thenhe

tookoutastripofgumandate.



Hegotinandclosedthedoorthenhe

tookoffthet-shirthehadon

remainingwiththevest...

Ken:(reversing)Putonyourseat

belt...

Iputonmyseatbeltandhedrove

off...

AtKen'sMotors...

Iwasevenafraidtoaskwherehe



wasgoingorwhywewerethere,he

honkedseveraltimesthenthesleepy

guardopenedthegate...

Ken:(rolleddownthewindow)Yah

Guard:(raisedhishand)Sir...

Itwasalittleaftermidnightandthere

wasacoldbreezewhippingmyears

asisteppedoutofthecar,he

unlockedtheofficeandopenedthe

doorformethenifearfullywalkedin

ashefollowedme...



Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Ken:Iwanttoshowyousomething

Me:I'msorryaboutwhatyousawat

thehospitalbutit'snotwhatyou

thinkitis.Iwasjusttalkingtohim.

Hepulledthechairforme...

Ken:Sit...

Itookaseatthenhegentlyremoved

thepresident'sbigpicturefromthe

wallandputitdown.Tomysurprise

therewasasafethereandheentered



acode,thelittledoorpoppedthenhe

tookoutahandgun.Iwentforthe

doorthenheslammeditandpointed

tothechairwithagun...

Ken:(staringatme)Sit,now....

Isatdownthenhepulledachairand

satontheothersideofthetableand

puthisfootonthetableleaningback

onthechairlookingatme....

Ken:(calmly)Letmetellyou

somethingaboutmeDidi...Ifyou're

lookingforamanwithatieanda



whitecoatyouarewiththewrong

manbecauseidon'tfindanyofthat

interesting.That'snotme,Iwentto

schoolbutididsomethingdifferent,

evenififoundajob...I'dwearblue

overallsandahelmettoworksoi

won'tappreciateanotherman

underminingmyauthority,doyou

understandme?

Me:NobodyisunderminingyouandI

don'twanthim,nothinghappened,we

werejusttalking.…

Ken:Youdon'tgetitdoyou?Didii

don'thaveagirlfriendwhogets

comfylikethatwithanotherman

especiallyanexboyfriend.It'seither



meorhim,youcan'thaveitboth

ways,idon'thaveboweweredating

butnowwearejustfriendskindof

shitunlessyouarefinewithme

gettingthatcomfywithmyex

girlfriendsandtrustmemylistisway

longerthanyoursbecauseI'molder

thanyouandistartedhavingsex

wheniwas14.

Me:I'msorry,itwon'thappenagain.

Ken:(sighed)It'sokay,youdidn't

knowbutletmemakesomething

clearandgiveyouafairchance...If

wearegoingtodothisboyfriend

girlfriendthingthereisonlyonething

iwantfromyou,justone-Don'tcheat



onme,idon'twantyouentertaining

menespeciallymenyousleptwith.I

don'twanttobecheatedbecausei

won'tcheatonyousoifyouknow

deepdowninyourheartthatyou're

incapableofbeingfaithfulwehaveto

endthisbeforeifallinlovewithyou

waytoodeepbecausewhenIlovei

lovehardandwitheverythingI'vegot.

Ificatchyouwithamanbetween

yourlegs,I'llnothesitatetoputa

bulletthroughhisskull....

Hestoodupandwalkedoverthenhe

rolledmychairbackfacingmeand

putthegunbetweenmythighs



lookingstraightinmyeyes...

Ken:WhenI'mdonekillinghim,I'llput

thegunbetweenyourlegslikethis

andblowyourpussythenI'llhand

myselftothepolice.

Myheartpoundedashepointedat

myclitswithagunwhileiheldhis

wristwithbothhands...

Ken:So...Areyousureyoustillwant

todothis?Idon'tcarehowmuchyou

wantfromme,I'llgiveittoyouall.

Youcanchopmymoneyallyouwant



idon'tcareandI'llbefaithfuland

honestwithyouabouteverything.I'll

evenforgiveyouforanywrongyou'll

do....I'llprotectyouandrespectyou

untilyoucheatonmethenI'llpullthe

triggerandblowthispussyup.

Me:(lookedathimshaking)Ken

pleasetakeitoffmypantiesbefore

youdosomethingyou'llregret...

Hetookitoffandwalkedbacktohis

chairthenIsighedinrelief,hesat

downandlookedatme....

Ken:Ifyoucan'tbefaithfulstandup



andgohome,iwon'ttroubleyou.It

willbelikewenevermetandifyou

trustyourselftoreservethatbodyfor

meandmealonecomekissme,your

choice....

Istoodupandwalkedoverinmy

heelsashequietlywatchedthenigot

thegunfromhimandputitbackin

thesafe.

Iwalkedbacktohimandsatonhis

laptheniputmyarmsaroundhis

neckandkissedhim..........



Me:(smiled)Icandofaithful...

Hestoodupcarryingmeandswept

thetablewithhisarmdropping

thingsonthefloorthenhelaidme

downandkissedmepullingoutmy

panties,heheldmyfootadmiringit

onthebrandnewheelthenhekissed

itslowlyandbentoverkissingme....

Me:(gasped)Wearacondom,I'mnot

oncontraceptives

Ken:Idon'thavecondomsinthe

office...(smiledandkissedme)Case

postponed



Me:(smiled)Waitingformymention

datemyLord...

Helaughedandliftedmeoffthetable

thenhewalkedoutsmiling.....

AWEEKLATER....

20Klikesbefore6pmandiposta

bonus.

*

*

*

*



*
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Atthedrivingschool....

Theinstructorstoodafewfeetfrom

theorangeconesquietlywatching

measicarefullydidareverseparking

thenheclappedhandssmiling...



Instructor:Wow....Niceone....

Thepeoplesittingontheplastic

chairsunderthemophanetree

cheered...

Woman:I'mveryjealous...Ibeenhere

for23daysnowandshehasbeen

hereforonesecondibilesheknows

reserveparking

Me:(laughingstickingmyheadout)

Wenagaoseriousakereclassmate,

I'mgettingtestednextweekgakena

peloyatshameko,Iwantmylicense



Woman:(laughed)Challenge

accepted,wewillseewhogetsitfirst

Instructor:(gotinthecar)Alrightlet's

go,you'retakingmeonthelasttour

toalltheroadsyou'llbetestedon..

Me:Okay...

Drivingamanualwashonestlythe

hardestpartaboutlearningtodrive

butknowingthatthosethreecars

werewaitingformetochoosefrom

themwasmotivationenough.

Itookadeepbreathwaitingbehinda

policecarprayingandhopingthe



enginewouldn'tswitchoff.Bothcops

lookedbackatthedrivingschoolcar

withabigLinfrontandsmiled,i

knewtheywerelaughingatme

probablybecauseiwasn'trelaxedbut

ijustsmiledandrolledmyeyes...

Thetrafficmovedaheadandi

carefullydrovetheniheardaloud

hooterandpanicked,theengine

switchedoffandilookedaround

wonderingificausedanyaccidents.

Kenrolleddownthewindowand

winkedatmelaughingashedrove

pastme....



Ken:(honked)Stupidslowleaner!

Tshabamotselengodiatraffic

Theinstructorlaughedlookingatme

notofferinganyassistanceasthe

trafficjammedthenitookadeep

breathandforgototherdrivers.I

startedalloveragainanddrove

properly...

***

Almostanhourlateridrovebackand



parkedunderthetreewhereLetty

waswaitingwithherbagonherlap...

Me:(steppedouttakingmyphone)I

can'tbelieveKendidthattome,he

mademepanicbyhonkingatme...

Instructor:(laughed)Butyou're

supposedtobepreparedforsuch

thingswhendriving,therearedrivers

likethatwhoputyouunderpressure

andyoushouldrelaxanddoyour

thing,wenayoupanickedkoloietima

gonnamaragaraga

Me:AeKenontshinsisitseiwasfine

beforehehonked...



IdialedKenandsteppedawayfrom

people...

Ken:(smiled)Babeswaslowlearner

Me:That'snotfunny,youmademe

panicandcausetraffic

Ken:(laughed)Oborokomotseleng

babe,bethankfulyouhavethatlittle

guyforaninstructor.Iwouldn'tallow

suchslowness

Me:MxmYou'llcookforyourself

tonightobakile

Ken:Heythatremindsme,Loreis



cominghomethisevening

Me:I'llcookandonlybecauseofhim

notyou

Ken:(laughed)Babeswuslow

Ismiledandhunguprollingmyeyes.

MinutesafterLettyandIbideveryone

goodbyeandwalkedalongtheroad

headingtotheclosebymall...

Letty:(smiled)Istillcan'tbelieveyou

keptKenawayfromme....Whatare

friendsforifwecan'tshare



everything?

Me:(laughed)Ididn'thaveachance,i

beensobusyandyouknowsuch

thingsmustbediscussedin

person.....

Letty:I'msohappyforyou...Letme

seehispicture

Iclickedonmycamerafolderand

showedherapictureofKenstepping

outoftheshowerinatowelthenshe

tookadeepbreathandshookher

head...

Letty:(smiled)Wow...Andhistats



wereprofessionallydone....Didihe

is...OhmyGod...(shescrolled

throughlookingatallhispictures)so

menlikethisexist?(shelaughedata

pictureofKenholdinghisboner

abovethetowelsexilybitinghislips

withsleepyeyes)Wow....Jesus...Is

hereal?Doesheexistkanayou

downloadedthisfromtheInternet

Me:(smiledandsnatchedthephone)

ididn'tknowtheyexistuntilicame

acrosshim...Lettyilovethisguy

Letty:(laughed)Helooksnaughty

andstubborn,thatposeofhim

holdinghispackagebathung...

Haibo...



Me:Hemakesmehappythemma

wenaeish...

Letty:Heisgoalschomi,andthen

hiringyouasthemanagerjustlike

that...You'relucky,nnammathe

onesimeetwheniaskforamare

P10airtimethey'regone...Askfor

hairmoneyhewillaskifyou'reselling

yourself.You'resolucky...

Me:Thanks...I'mprayingipassthe

cones.Isowantacarkapeloyame

yotheandKenissostricthedoesn't

wantmetodriveanyofthecarsuntil

ihavealicenceompolaisamadiadi

special



Letty:(smiled)Hesoundscute,he

mustbenaughty...

Me:Naughtyandscarysomalobake

haantshupilekathobolomokukung

wenagotwenocheating...Hesaid

whateveriwantI'llgetandhewill

lovemeandrespectmeaslongas

I'mfaithful,kehagotweit'syour

choice...Vayaifyoucan'tbefaithful

becauseI'llshootyouifyoucheat

Letty:(Smiled)Wow...Ithoughtiliked

theguysatchurchbutIwantaman

likethat..(laughed)doesn'tKenhave

abrotheraennakebatathobolo

bathong.Iwanttobethreatened



Me:(laughed)Lettydon'tmakethisa

joke,iwasseriouslyshakingandhe

wasseriouswena.Iseriouslypraying

dayandnightthatGodgivesmethe

strengthtobefaithfulbecauseKen

gasewabana,yoleokabolayamotho

engaatshameke.Kehaaleba

Bayangga1helakoLetsholathebe

togelaBayangatsenwekediarrhea

lennammakehaketsidihallwake

letshogogapeahetahathokoga

ronakabodipajobokaewena

Letty:(laughed)Heiscute,ilikehim

already....nowonderyou'regaining,i

canseeyourasspoppingalready

Me:(shookmybuttnaughtily)Thisis



whatarelationshipwitharealman

doestoyoububunas...

WelaughedwalkinginWimpyand

orderedmilkshakesthenwesatat

thecornerpressingourphones

enjoyingtheWiFi.

Myphonerang...

Me:Heybabe

Ken:Hey,I'mcheckingin.

Me:(smiledblushing)Cute....Nnake

koWimpywithLetty,fromhereI'm



goinghome

Ken:Needaride?

Me:Yesplease

Ken:Alright,willtalktoyouina

minute

Me:Bye

Ihungupandcontinuedbrowsing,

thewaitressbroughtourordersand

webegundrinking...

Me:AssoonasigetmycarI'mgoing

tomygrandmother'sgardentosee

what'sup,Kensaysishouldmakean



estimationyathecostoffencingand

hewillhelpmewithfencing.Therest

hesaysimustwork,saveanddoit

bymyself.

Letty:Keniswonderfulwaitsemma,

Whatdoeshedokantebesidesthe

carthing?

Me:Justcardealing,peoplebuycars

everydayakeremma

Letty:Obolailemma.Theguyi

thoughtwillsaysomethingtomeat

churchisgettingmarriedtoanother

sister,mxm..

Me:Havehope...



LoloandLorrainewalkedinandsat

ontheothercorner,sheandimade

eyecontactasshespoketothe

waitressmakinganorderthenshe

walkedover...

Me:(loweredmyvoice)God,whyis

shecomingoverhere...Ireallywant

toforgetmypast.

Letty:Maybeshewantstoapologise,

benice...

Lolo:(satdown)Hi...

Me:(pushedmyblockstotheback

andlookedather)Hey...

Lolo:Wow....Youlookgorgeous,



haveyoufoundajob?

Me:Yeah,howareyou?HowisMaya?

Lolo:I'mfine...sheisfine

Letty:(sawKenwalkingin)Didiis

thatKen.?

Me:(smiledandwaved)Hey...

Loloturnedandlookedathimashe

leanedoverandkissedmethenhe

gentlyshooktheirhandssmiling...

Ken:Ladies...

Me:ThatisLoloandLetty

Ken:Nicetomeetyou...



Lolo:(flatvoice)Nic...(clearedher

throat)Nicetomeetyou

Ken:Letty...Theonewiththelicence

right?...tellDiditobeseriousabout

gettingalicenceifshewantsacar.I

won'tletyoutwoplaymebydriving

withoutalicence

Letty:(laughed)Mmekanasheisthe

bestatthedrivingschool...

Me:(stood)Lettylet'sgo...(toLolo)

Lolonicecatchingupwithyoudarling

Lolo:Bye

Wewalkedpassedherandwalked

outasKenputhisarmaroundme...



Ken:I'mjustgoingtodropyouguys

homeandgocollectmybrother

Letty:Ihavetobuyafewthingsinthe

mall...(wehugged)Thanksforthe

milkshakes

Me:Youwelcome

ShehuggedKenandtookadeep

breathashesteppedbackthenhe

grabbedmywaistandwalked

towardsthecar...

Ken:(laughed)Youreallylooked



foolishholdingthesteeringwheel

withbothhands,icouldn'tresist

honking

Me:(laughedandpunchedhischest)

Stopitotogaontenamxm....

AtHome......

Minuteslaterhedroppedmeathome

andleftthenicleanedthehouseand

cookedsomethingdeliciousand

wentforabath....

Beforeiknewithewasknockingat



thedoor,iwrappedmyselfwitha

towelandrushedtothebedroom

whereiputonmyshortsandvest

thenrantothedoorandopened.

Kenwalkedinhangingabagonthe

shoulderthenhisbigbrotherstepped

inandalmostmissedasteplooking

inmyeyes.Ilookeddownandclosed

thedoor...

Nextinsertat11pm...

*

*



*

*

*

.

.
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AtKen'sHouse...

Kenputthebagonthecouchand

grabbedmywaistwithalittlesmile

puttingmeinfrontashisdickrubbed



onmybuttthenhepushedme

forwardkissingmyneck...

Ken:Thisistheladyofthehouse.....

(heldmeclosertohischestaswe

bothfacedLore)Babethisismybig

brotherLore...

TheylookedalotlikeexceptLore's

lipsweren'tdarkandhedidn'thave

anearringortattoos.Healsoseemed

muchmorecalmerthantheyoung

brother,helookedinmyeyesonce

andquicklylookeddownshylythen

heshookmyhandwithalittlesmile..



Lore:Nicetofinallymeetyou...I

heardalotaboutyou,ijustdidn't

thinkhewasrightaboutyourbeauty

Me:(laughedshyly)Thankyou

Hesmiledlookingathislittlebrother

andKensmiledbackathimasthey

bumpedshoulders.Theywere

definitelybrothers,sameheight,

complexionandphysic....

Lore:Forthefirsttime,youweren't

exaggerating..



Ken:(laughed)Shehasmeprayingat

night,imaginethat...

Lore:(laughed)I'drepenttoo...You

didgood,sheisbeautiful...

Ken:Thanks...(gotthebag)Let'sgo...

Me:I'llwarmthefood...

Theywalkedtohisroom,partofme

stillwonderedwhyhealmostmissed

astepatthedoorandwhyhe

couldn'treallylookatmewhenhe

wastalkingtomebutibusheditoff

andwenttothekitchen,iguessedhe

wasnaturallyshy....



AtLetty'sHouse...

Lettyslowlylaiddownonthefulltub

andclosedhereyesseeingshirtless

Ken'sveinedarmgrabbinghislog,

shecouldalmostseeherselfonthat

chestandthatarmprobablygrabbing

herass.Sheknewitwouldbesteamy

becauseshealmostlostherbreath

whentheyhuggedearlier,hesmelled

goodandhislipswereunique.She

hadneverseenamanwithdarklips

beforeandjustthinkingaboutthose

lipsonhersgotherwet...



Shecrossedherlegstogetherwith

hereyesclosedandgrabbedthe

showerhead,sheturnedthetapand

putitonherkukuthenshebitherlips

closinghereyesasthewater

splashesdidtheirpart...

Minuteslatershesighedinreliefand

turnedthetapthenshesat

thoughtfully,abigcloudofguilt

rainedonherasshetearfullyleaned

backrubbinghertearyeyes....

Shelaterjoinedherbigsisteronthe



couchastheywatchedthesoapies...

Letty:Canwetalk?

Her:Sure,what'swrong?(movedover)

Wereyoucrying?What'swrong?

Letty:Haveyoueverhadacrushon

yourfriend'sman?

Her:Wow...Um...Welll

Letty:IsawDidi'sboyfriendforthe

firsttimetodayandheis.....He

instantlystolemyheart.Notthati

wanttobewithhimoranything,i

knowheisofflimitsbut....Didi

showedmehispicturegolebegaane

atswamoshawarengbecauseonea



kolobileaitshopilekataole,he

lookedreallygoodandtherewas

anotheronewherehewasjustbeing

naughtyholdinghisdickwitha

towel...Koorethewayanenga

tshweredickkatenglegripyateng

andtheveinsonhisarmskooreeven

hisbellybuttonandthetattooshe

has...Keiphithetsekedulepelohela

andI'msoscaredbecauseifhe

makesmovesonmeI'dfindit

difficultgoganabecauseifelt

powerlessstaringathispictures.

LateronhemetusatWimpy...

(frownedtearfully)Heisvery

attractiveandifeelverybadfor



wonderingabouthim,shemade

thingsworsetellingmeabouthow

muchheisgiving...Koorejust

knowingthatKenisthekindofaman

thatisnotafraidgobetchakakoloi

gaantshosa.Hesoundssosexyeven

lehababuaonthephoneketswa

pelo,hecallseveryfewhours

checkingin.Kooreasenaanything

importantarewaithipotahela...I

neverthoughticouldbeoneofthose

friends.ThewayI'mjudgmental

aboutthesekindsofthingsKenhit

melike....Idon'tevenhowtoexplain

it...Andididsomethingifeelbad

abouterilekekgaoganaleboneke



iphithetsekemohuggileandcontact

lesehubasagagwegayantsaya

sente.Iwishididn'thavetotellyou

thisbutiwetmyself...WhenIwalked

awaymypantieswereslippery...I

feelsoba-

Her:(handedheraglassofwater)

Drinkthisandtakeadeepbreath...

You'renotbreathing..

Shedrunkthewaterandsighed

lookingathersisterwholookedback

atherfeelingsorryforher...

Her:I'msorrythatyoufeelthatway,



thisisthemostembarrassing

feelingsawomancanhave.

Letty:ShoulditellDidi?Thatwayi

won'tdoanythingand-

Her:Thatwillbetheendofyour

friendship,

Letty:Idon'twantourfriendshipto

end,that'swhyI'mtalkingtoyou

abouthowifeelkaKenbecausei

don'teventhinkthepoorguythinks

aboutmelikethatenelehugyateng

oneasenasepehelaandhewas

beingnicemakingjokesretshega

asaakanyesepe.

Her:Youcan'ttellher,justdealwith



yourfeelingsonyourownolwele

maikutoaountilyouwinthemleene

Kendon'ttellhim.Fightthose

feelings

Letty:Iamsoscaredineverthought

I'llfeelthisway,..Andfightingmy

feelingsforhimwon'tworkbecause

Didiisopenaboutalotofthings.If

shekeepstellingmeabouthimnna

kelekagoiphodisakaha

Her:Ehegood,thentellhertostop

sharingwithyoucertainthings...Just

findapolitewayoftellingher.She

willstop..

Letty:I'lltry...



Her:(laughed)MxmnowI'mcurious

kaguynyanaeyalona,warehegave

heracar?

Letty:Hetoldhershecanchoose

whatevercarshewantsintheshop,

imagine...(laughed)AndDididoesn't

knowhowtodrive..

Her:(laughed)Sheshouldlearnto

drivefast

Letty:Sheisafastlearner,itrusther

togetitsoonerthanexpected.Ken

mmakemonna,heisevenofferingto

fencehergrandmother'sgardenso

shecanhaveabusiness.Iwon'tstop

prayingforamanlikehim,nothim



butsomeonewiththesamementality

Her:(laughed)Iunderstandwhatyou

mean....

Letty:Letmegocleanthekitchen

beforeisleep

Her:shap...

Shewalkedinthekitchen.

AtAatile'shouse....

Loloswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

downholdingherphonethenshe

createdafakeaccountandwent



throughDidi'sprofile,shehadtwo

handsholdingoneanotherasher

profilepictureandnothingelsepublic

abouttherelationshipthenshewent

throughherLikescheckingthe

profilestolocateKensoshecan

checkhowserioustherelationshipis.

TherewasnotraceofKenonherlist

ofpeoplewhoreactedtoherpicture

thenshesentafriendrequesthoping

togetmoreasaFacebookfriend....

Lorraine'scallcamethrough..

Lolo:Hello?



Lora:Hubbyisonnight-shiftreka

chatter?

Lolo:Yes..

Lora:AboutthebusinessideayaDidi,

don'tyouthinkshewillbeoffended

tofindoutthatyouarebuyingshades

sothatyoucangrowflowersinyour

backyard?

Lolo:I'lldropthewholethingand

thinkofsomethingelselegonego

lemaandwateringeverydayseems

likealotofwork.Didyouseeher

boyfriend?

Lora:(laughed)obotokanyanaakere?

Lolo:Didikanagaautweenguyeleo



lebegaahemilekatswabatlhanya

gore,I'mmissingoutanditlookslike

gaabetchekeenehela

Lora:Looksthatway,moghirlno

wonderariletuujaana,kemathata

Lolo:Mxmimissthegoodoldtimes,

Lora:Thingswillworkoutoneday,

Goodnight

Lolo:Goodnight...

Shehungupandclosedhereyes...

AtKen'shouse......



LaterthatnightLoresippedHunter's

Dryquietlylyingontherockingchair

inhisjeansandvestasweall

watchedthegame,Kenandiwere

lyingonthecouchwhilehegently

playedwithmyhairmassagingmy

scalp.....

Thegameendedtheniwenttothe

kitchenandcleanedthedishesfrom

earlier,Lorewalkedinandputthe

bottleinthebinthenhestoodfar

frommethoughtfullylookingatthe

lowershelvesbymylegs.



Me:Obatasengwekotase?

Lore:(uncomfortably)Yes,dilemon...

Ibentoverandgrabbedonetheni

rememberedmyshortskirtandputa

handbehindmybuttclosingtheshelf.

Ihandedhimthelemonandhe

droppedittryinggrabbedit,hebent

downandgotit.

Lore:Thanks...Canyoupassthe

glass?



Iopenedtheaboveshelfandhanded

himtheglasswhichhealmost

droppedandcaughtbeforeitcould

hitthefloor,istartedfeeling

uncomfortableknowingimadehim

uncomfortablethenistoppeddoing

thedishesandlefttogivehimsome

space.

IjoinedKenonthecouchbuthelifted

meupandwalkedtothebedroom

carryingme...

Ken:Goodnightmestaah

Lore:(leanedagainstthekitchen



doorframesippinghismixlookingat

us)Goodnight

Kenwalkedinthebedroomand

closedthedoorwithhisfootthenhe

landedonthebedstillholdingme

andbetweenmylegsasigiggled,he

leanedoverandkissedmeunzipping

hispants...

Me:(whispering)Babeno,your

brotherishere

Ken:(whispering)Wearenot

postponingagain...(smiledand

kissedme)besideshewon'thear



anything,iwon'tthrusthardandthe

TVison

Me:No...Heisup,hewillhearus

Kenpulledmypantiesasikeptthem

on,Wefoughtformypanties

whisperingandgigglingthentheTV

switchedoff...Wepausedand

listened,minuteslaterLore's

bedroomdoorclosedthenheflicked

theswitches.Kenleanedoverkissing

meandcaressedmybreastsasi

triedtoresist...

Ken:(whispered)Babethemmaako



olesepantie

Me:(whispered)Kenstop,your

brotherisstillup

Ken:Hewon'thearanythingthedoor

isclosed...

Heslidhishandunderthepillowand

grabbedacondomwhichhetoreand

rolledonlookinginmyeyesasi

lookedasidetryingtopushoffhis

heavychest,heturnedmyheadback

tohisfaceandkissedmeholdinghis

machineaimingatmykukthenhe

gentlyfilledmeupasigaspedfor

air...



Me:(softly)OhhhhhshitKeeeen...

InLore'sroom....

MeanwhileLoregrabbedapillowand

slowlyputitoverhisfacelisteningto

everystrokedeliveredandreceived

withahighnote....

Inourroom.....

Kenslidoutandsteppeddownthe

bedthenhrgrabbedmylegssliding



meovertheedgeofthebedand

smackedmyclitswithhishead

lookinginmyeyesand.........

*

*

*

*

*.
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AtKen'sHouse....



Thenextmorningislowlyturned

aroundpullingapillowcloserand

touchedKen'ssideofthebedtheni

liftedmyheadlookingforhimandhe

wasnowaytobefound,therewasa

softknockonthebedroomdoor...

Me:(sleepy)Tsena...

Lorewalkedinholdingatrayof

breakfast,therewasawhiteplateof

delicioushotelstandardfood,aglass

ofmilk,2serviettesandsmallbottle

ofCirocwithwaterandalongfresh

flowerinside...



Lore:Goodmorning...

Me:Morning...

Lore:Havebreakfast,isaglassof

milkorokayorshouldibringJuice?

Me:Um...It'sfine...

Iwasstillnudewithsheetsuptomy

chestjustabovemybreasts,imoved

upandleanedagainstthewall

holdingupthesheetsthenheputthe

trayonmylapandsatontheedgeof

thebed..



Lore:Kenflewtothedelta,hewillbe

backinafewhours.Hedidn'twantto

wakeyouandheaskedmetotake

careofyou..

Me:Thanksforthebreakfast

Lore:(lookedatmeonceandlooked

down)Sure...

Hewalkedoutandstoppedatthe

doorholdingthelock...

Lore:Letmeknowifyouneed

anything

Me:I'lldothat...



Heclosedthedoorthensmiled

lookingathisfood,itseemedthebig

brotherwasafanoffood

channel...Hispresentationskillswere

onanotherlevelwithveggiesididn't

evenknowexisted.TheTswana

breedinmefrownedlookingatthe

broccoliandothergreenleavestheni

pickedthemwithaforkandslowly

chewed,mostweretastelessthenhe

knockedagain...

Me:(pausedchewingholdingupthe

forkofleaves)Tsena..



Hewalkedinholdingaglassofwater

withaperfectlyslicedLemonand

placeditontheheadboardtogether

withtoothpicks...

Lore:Ihadforgottenthat...

Hepausedlookingattheleaveson

myforkandlaughed,itwasoneof

thefewmomentsthatIhadreally

seenhimsmile.

Hesteppedbackandsatonthebed



thenhegrabbedtheforkandpoked

somesmallpiecesofthebacon

mixingwithotherthingsintheplate

andfinallypickedthegreensthenhe

smiledandbroughtthespoontomy

mouth..

Lore:Openup....

Iopenedmymouthandatetheni

smiledandlaughedcoveringmy

mouthenjoyingthefood,itactually

tastedgoodwhenmixed...

Me:(swallowed)Ow...Itsdelicious...i



didn'tknowiwassupposedtoeatit

likethat

Lore:(smiled)It'sokay...

Hegottheplateandturnedaround

feedingmeasipulledmylegsupand

huggedmyfeetwithmychinresting

onmyknees...

Me:So...OsiaKenkahowmany

years?

Lore:I'molderthanhimwith2years

Me:Okay,whatdidyoustudy?

Lore:(feedingme)Ididformfiveand



theniworkedforaconstruction

companythatsentmetoschoolfor

operatingheavymachinery.Theywon

asubtenderatthemineandiworked

thereforawhile.Themineclosed

andsodidthecompany...Nowherei

am

Me:(sighed)OkayLoreDaniel

Lore:It'sactuallyNtsime

Me:Mmh?

Lore:LoreNtsime,MrDanielisnot

myfather.

Me:Ohididn'tknowthat..

Lore:Apparentlymymothermethim

whenIwasanbabyandhemarried



withinacoupleofmonthsbutiwas

leftbehindwithmygrandmother.We

struggledabitbutmymotherand

stepfatherdidtheirbesttotryand

givemewhattheyweregivingtheir

maritalkidsbutyouknowitcannever

bethesamewhenanotherchildis

seenonceamonth,itbecomeshard

toseethatchild'sdailystrugglesand

eveniftheyhaveproblemslike

learningdisabilitiesyoudon'tgetto

seethatandignorantlylabelitas

beingdumborsomethinglikethat...

Me:(noddedtryingnottothinkabout

itbutIcouldrelate)Sowhereisyour

grandmother?



Lore:Shedied,itwasadifficulttime

butifinallygotoverit.

Me:Howisyourrelationshipwith

yoursiblingsandyourmotherleher

husband.

Lore:Honestly,mymotherisokaybut

partofherisdisappointedthati

didn'tgotoofarwithschool.Mystep

fatherisokay,weneverreallygotto

knoweachotheruntilKenwentto

schoolinGaboroneandheneeded

helpatthefarm..Iamnotgiftedwith

booksandstuffbutIamahard

worker,ienjoymanuallaboursowe

gotoffonagoodstartandgotclose.

Heisactuallynotabadguy...My



relationshipwithKenisperfect

becauseheisastraightforwardguy,

ifhedoesn'tlikesomethinghetells

youbeforehedoessomethingcrazy

soaslongasyoudon'tpisshimoff

heisagood.Otlheisperfect,iguess

thewholefamilyisokaybutthegap

ofyearsIspentwithmygrandmother

willalwayskindofmakemefeelleft

outbecauseimetthemrecently.

Me:Ihadasimilarsituation

Lore:Really?

Me:Yeah,mymotherleftmebehind

toobutthedifferenceisunlikeyour

motherandstepfathertheydidn't



helpmeandtheirfirstbornhatedme.

Shelookeddownonmeandmade

mefeelworthless.Itwaslikeiwas

abandoned,mygrandmotherraised

mewithpensionandluckyenoughi

wenttotertiary.Ididn'tevengotomy

graduationbecausemygrandmother

wasbeingabusedbyrelativessoi

decidedtocomebackbecauseiwas

donewithschoolanyways.Iapplied

forjobsanduptonowihavenever

beentoajobinterview,notone.My

grandmotherdiedanaturaldeath

whileiwasatthehospital,bytheway

ifellpregnantandmiscarriedat4

months,whenigotreleasedIfound



herdead...(tearfully)Shedidn'tmove,

hereyeswerejustopenandihadto

dressherbecauseididn'twant

peopletodisrespecther.

Lore:I'msorry

Me:(smiledtearfully)AnywayI

thoughtthatwastheworstthingthat

canhappentomeuntilmyown

motherarguedwithfamilymembers

becauseshewantedtogetthehome

ibeenlivinginsinceIwasababy,the

onlyplaceicalledhomeshewanted

itinhernames,rumorshasitthey

wanttosellitandpayoffloans.

(rubbedmytears)Kenismyknight

andshiningarmour,hesavedme



fromallthatandnowI'mhere....

Lore:Lookatme...(ilookedathim)

You'regoingtoriseandbemorethan

whatpeoplethinkofyou.

Me:Gooddoesn'tpay,iwant

everyonewhomademylife

miserabletopay,onceigetstarted

onthathitlistallhellisgonnabreak

loose

Lore:Isitworthit?

Me:Yes

Hegrabbedtheservietteandgently

wipedthesoupbelowmylipthenhe

handedmeaglassofmilkandstood



up...

Lore:(staringatme)It'snotworthit

becauseitwon'tfillthatholeinyour

heart...Trustme...(ilookedathim)

youcan'tchangethepast,youcan

onlychangeyourfutureandthathit

listwon'thealyou.Itcanonlymake

youwicked.…(smiledsoftly)finish

yourmilkandcometakeabath...

Me:Thanks....

Iheavedasighthinkingaboutwhat

hesaidasidrunkthemilk....



AtLolo'smother's...

LaterthatmorningLoloparkedthe

carandjoinedhermotherand

Gobonaunderthetree...

Mother:Giveyoursisterachairthe

Gobonaao...

Gobona:UhiLolocan'tmakeme

standwhenI'molderthanhers,why

shouldigiveherachairwhensheis

youngerthanme?

Lolo'smothergaveherachairand



satonthegroundbutLolosatonthe

brick...

Lolo:It'sokaymamayoucansit...I

justwantedtotellyouthatI'mgoing

todomyweddingatagardennotin

theyard.

Mother:What?

Gobona:(laughed)Sheisashamedof

whereshecomesfrom

Lolo:GobonaIdon'thavetimeto

arguewithyouforaslongasyouare

cryingforZerohelawaZero,ifI'd

knownthatZerooncewantedyoui

wouldhaverejectedhimbutstupidly



carriedthatgrudgeforyearswhilei

knewnothing.IamnotwithZeronow

soidon'tknowwhatisstoppingyou

becausennakeMmaAatile.

Gobona:Idon'twantZero,rrragwe

Diboy'sissavingforourweddingso

whyshouldicareaboutZero.Stop

dreaming

Mother:Whatareyoutwotalking

about?

Lolo:Nothingtoworryyou...

Mother:Iwanttostartpaintingthe

housesandmakethisyardlook

brandnew...I'mreallyhurtthatyour

weddingwon'tbehere



Lolo:Ipreferagarden...(stood)I

havetogo

Mother:Sofast?Youjustgothere

Lolo:Ishouldbeatworkbutisnuck

out

Mother:okay

Shegotinthecaranddroveoff

dialingZero...

Zero:Hello?

Lolo:Thecaseisnextweekbutyou

knowitsnotmonthendyet,willyou

telltheMagistratethatwewillsettle



outofcourtthenipayafter?

Zero:Whyshoulditrustyou?Borrow

money,you'llpaythemmonthend

Lolo:Zerowherewilliget6Knewena?

IfitsacashloanI'llbepayingwith

interest,whycan'tyouunderstandmy

situation?

Zero:Tisazakapeleorelsewe

shouldstoptalkingandhearfromthe

judgebecauseI'mgoingtotell

her/himthatihaveworkedonmyself

andI'mreadytorekindlemy

relationshipwithmydaughter.The

courtisgoingtogivemethatfair

chanceofholidayvisits.



ShehungupanddialedAatile....

Aatile:Babe?

Lolo:(tearfully)Zerowantsmoney

beforethecasestartsorelseheis

gettingher...Ithoughtiwasstrong

butican't...Ireallycan't...

Aatile:Givemehisnumber,I'lltalkto

himmantoman.Don'tstress,just

focusontheweddingpreparations

Lolo:Thanks,I'llsendit....

Aatile:Iloveyou

Lolo:Iloveyoutoo...



Shehungupandcontinueddriving.....

AtKen'shouse.....

Lateronioiledmyblocksanddidlast

touchesonmyfacetheniwalkedout

inmyminiskirtandstringtop,Lore

wassittingonthecouchwithhisfoot

onthetablewrappinghisfootwitha

bandage...

Me:I'mgoingtothedrivingschool

thenI'mgoingtowork



Lore:Givemeaminute,I'lldriveyou

there

Me:OhnoI'mfine,idon'twantto

troubleyou.You'retiredandstill

recovering...

Lore:I'mnottakingnoforananswer,

mybrotheraskedmetotakecareof

you.

Me:Fine...

Isatonthecouchandwaitedashe

fixedhisbandage...

Me:Soifyouneverwenttoschool



howcomeyoudothebusiness's

finance?

Lore:I'msurprisinglygoodwith

numbersbesidesit'snotthat

complicated,youdon'tneedtraining

toknowthatifyouboughtacar25K

andsellitfor35Kyourprofitis10K

minusexpenses.

Me:(laughed)True,excusemy

ignorance

Lore:(lookedatmeandsmiled)It's

okay...Ilikesomeonewhoasks

questionsbecausetheydon'tdepend

onassumptions.

Me:True...sowhereisyourgirlfriend?



Lore:(laughed)It'shardtohavea

stablerelationshipwithourlineof

workbecauseyou'realwaysonthe

road,iactuallytravelmorethanKen

becauseideliverandhedistributes;

heisgoodatmakingdealsand

negotiatingwiththesestubbornwhite

folks.

Me:Isee

Lore:(laughed)Notthatidon't

occasionallyhavesex

Me:(laughed)Iunderstand

Lore:Let'sgo....

Wegotinthecaranddroveoff..



Attheairport.....

LaterthatafternoonKenwalked

downthestairstakingouthiscar

keysashisphonerang....

Ken:Yeah....Yes,delivered...**….We

reallyneedanewwayofgettingyour

thingstothedeltabecausesomeof

theprivateaircraftsgetcheckedand

ifthepilotswhoknowaboutthis

aren'ttherewemighthaveaproblem.

Idon'twanttofindmyselfinbad

position....**….alright,lookintoit.



Thanks...

Hehungupandjumpedinthecar

drivingoutthenhedialedDidi...

Didi:Hey?

Ken:Hey...I'mcheckingin...Just

landedattheairportandI'mheading

tothebank.

Didi:I'matthedrivingschooland

thenI'mgoingtowork...

Ken:IsLorehome?

Didi:Ithinkhewenttowork,hesaid

hewantedtohavealookatthe



damagedcarsandseehowmuch

fixingtheyneed.

Ken:Good,I'llseeyouatwork

Didi:Iloveyou

Ken:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungupandsighedturningupthe

musicashedrovebehindalong

queueoftraffic.

Aladywavedstoppinghimandhe

lookedathismirrortryingto

recogniseherbuthecouldn't,he

pulledoverandreversedassheran



overholdingherhandbagand

umbrella....

Heshovedhisbagundertheseatand

rolleddownthewindow...

Letty:(smiled)Hi...

Ken:(smiled)Hi...Lettyright?

Letty:Yes..

Ken:(movedthecarpamphletsfrom

thefrontseat)Getin..

Shegotinandpulledtheseatbelt

thenhejoinedtheroad..



Ken:Whereareyougoing?

Letty:Oldmall

Ken:I'mgettinginthebank,iguess

I'lldropyouovertheresoyoucanget

ataxi

Letty:(laughed)ThereasonI'm

walkingisbecauseIdon'thave

moneyforataxi,can'tyoudropme

offatOldmall?

Ken:Ihavetomakeadeposit,ican't

drivearound.I'llgiveyoucoinsforthe

taxi

Letty:Thanks...



Shetriedhardnottonoticehisarm

asheheldthesteeringwheeldriving

butshewascuriousandsheturned

hereyes,hisveinsspokenothingbut

strengthandthewatchwasacherry

ontop,hehadfinesexysofthairs

andthezipperareawasslightly

raised,yeah....Exactlywhatshesaw

onthatpicture,gettingrippedapart

byamanlikehimmustbeheaven...

Minuteslaterhestoppedandpulled

thetrayslookingforcoins...



Ken:Shit...Mylittlesisterclearedmy

coins,iborrowedthemmycarsdays

ago.Otlhekelegotswanathebanna...

Hereachedforhisbackpackunder

theseatandslidhishandinsidethen

hepulledoutabundleofUSdollars,

Letty'seyeswidenedasKenputit

backandreachedforanotherroll,

thistimehecameoutwiththe

pounds.Kenlookedatherandshe

quicklylookedoutsidepretending

shedidn'tseeanything...

Ken:Justsoldacar...(smiled)Close



youreyes,otogaomponela..

Shegiggledandcoveredhereyes

thenhepulledoutabundleofPulas,

hecounteditlookingfora20butit

wasarollof100'sand200'sthenhe

pulledherhandoutofherfaceand

gaveherP100.

Ken:It'syourluckyday,idon'thave

change

Letty:(smiled)Thankyou...

Ken:Sure...



Shekissedhimashereluctantly

movedbackthenshegentlyrubbed

hisdickandhequicklygrabbedher

wrist...

Ken:(lookinginhereyes)Stop....

Whatareyoudoing?

Letty:(sherubbedoffherlipstick

fromhislips)I'msorry...I...Iguessi

didn'tknowhowtothankyou,I'm

sorry.Pleasedon'ttellheraboutthis,

I'msorry.Itwon'thappenagain..

Shesteppedoutofthecarand

closedthedoorasKenlookedather



surprised.....

Letty:I'msorry,pleasedon'ttellher

aboutthis.Ketaikgalemela,I'm

sorry...

Sheturnedaroundandwalked

away....

*

*

*

*

*

.



.
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AtKen'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonKenwalkedin

thehousewithabagandshoveditin

thewardrobethenhechangedhis

clothesandwenttothekitchen

wherehepouredwineintheglass

andsipped...



AbottleofCiroccaughthisattention

onthecounterthenhepulledoutthe

flowerinspectingit,itwasindeeda

freshflower.Hethrewthebottleitin

thebinandsteppedback.

Heslowlyinspectedthekitchenand

noticedatrayhangingbehindthe

sinktaps,heopenedthefridgeand

lookedattheremainingveggiesthen

heclosedthefridgeandwalkedout...

Hewalkedinhisbrother'sroomand

stoodatthedoorsuspiciouslystaring

atthebed,heliftedthepillowsand



themattressthenheopenedthe

wardrobeandinspectedanythingout

oftheordinary.

Hewenttohisbedroomand

inspectedit,heleftnopillow

unturnedthenhewenttothekitchen

andgrabbedtheblackplasticbag

walkingoutoftheyard.

Hescatteredthecontentsonthe

groundandkickedeachandevery

trashuntilhecouldn'tfindwhathe

waslookingforthenhesighedand

rubbedhisnosethoughtfully.



Twoboyspassedbyandhecalled

themover...

Ken:(handedthemP10)Selang

maleleleaoletikelemobining

Boys:(excitedly)Thankyou...

Theybentoverpickingitupashe

walkedbackintheyardholdinga

glassofbeer....

Atabar.....



AatileparkedthecarandpagedZero

thenhesteppedoutholdingat-bone,

hesteppedoutandtookoffhiscoat

asZeroapproachedthenhethrewit

inthebackandshookhandswith

him...

Aatile:Hello

Zero:Hello

Aatile:Ee...Ketile...Let'stalk

numbersmantoman

Zero:Ithoughtyou'llgivemeanoffer

Aatile:Iwantyoutotellmewhatyou

wantthenI'llgiveyouadepositand

giveyouthebalanceoncethe



adoptionhasbeenlegalised.

Hegavehimthepapers...

Aatile:Thisisthepaperwork,it

doesn'thappenovernightandwe

havetofollowallthenecessarysteps

forMayatobemydaughterlegally.

Allyouhavetodoistosignoveryour

rightstomethenkeneelacuthelae

dulengdiata...

Zero:(lookedathiswhitecoat)ODr?

Aatile:I'mnotadoctor,don'tcharge

meekareketautona,I'mjustanurse



Zero:Mpha15K

Aatile:Deal,I'lltransfer7Kfirstthing

inthemorningwhenwemeetthe

lawyer,isthatokay?

Zero:Noproblem,can'tthecourt

processthradoptionfastersoican

getthemoneyalltogether?Amosola

alemantsinyanasothaticanfixmy

carandhouse.

Aatile:Wewillhearfromthelawyer

tomorrow

Zero:Thanks

Aatile:Sureandpleasedon'ttalkto

Lolo,fromnowonI'llbedoingthe

talking



Zero:Thanks

Theyshookhandsandhedroveoff...

AtKen'sMotor's....

LateronjustbeforeknockoffItook

outmypicturefromtheprinterand

satonthechairframingittheni

gentlyhungitonthewallandmoved

backadmiringthewholeoffice...

Ididn'thaveacomputeryetbutit

lookedbeautiful.Loreknockedand



walkedin...

Lore:(threwfilesonthedesk)

Arrangethose,it'sthecar

documents...iguessyou'llhaveto

createfilesforthem

Me:Thanks,I'llbeonit

Lore:(lookedatmypicture)Nice...

Kenwalkedinholdingtheflower

fromtheCirocbottle...

Ken:(tohisbrother)Canwetalk?

Lore:Sure



HewalkedoutthenKenclosedthe

doorandwalkedaway...

InLore'sOffice....

Loresatonhischair,Kenclosedthe

doorandslowlywalkedoverwiththe

flowerwhichhethrewonthedesk...

Ken:What'sthis?

Lore:(lookedatit)It'saflower

Ken:Didyoubuythisforher?

Lore:Areyoucomplainingabouta



flower?

Ken:Howdidthatflowercomeabout?

Lore:Imadeherbreakfastand

thoughtitmightbeokaytoputitin

there.

Ken:DoyouwantDidi?

Lore:(laughedindisbelief)Areyou

serious?

Ken:(annoyed)I'dpreferifyoudidn't

laughbecauseIdon'tfindanyof

theseamusing,areyoutryingto

warmyourwaybetweenherlegs?

Lore:I'moffendedthatyou'dthink

likethataboutme,maybenexttime

youshouldbealittlemorespecific



than"takecareofher"Ididwhatyou

toldmetodo...iknowyoudon'ttrust

womenbutmaybeyoushouldtrust

me.Yousoundcrazyforthinkingthat

I'dwantyourgirlfriend,you'remylittle

brother...Whywouldiwanttohurt

you?Youreallyneedtogetoverthe

pastandlearntotrustagainifyou

wantDiditostickaroundorelsethe

circlewillcontinue...Didyouseeher

facewhenyoucalledmeout?

Kensighedandsatonthechair

rubbinghisheadthoughtfully...



Ken:I'msorry,idon'tknowwhati

wasthinking.

Lore:It'sokay,iunderstandwhere

youarecomingfrombutyoucanat

leasttrustmeI'myourblood.Blood

isthickerthanwater

Ken:You'reright,nevermind

Lore:Maybeishouldmoveoutto

giveyoutwosomespace-

Ken:No,it'stooearlyforyoutomove

out...You'restillinjured

Lore:Areyousure?

Ken:Yeahforgetwhatisaid...

Lore:It'sokay



Kenstoodupandlookedathim...

Ken:Thanksfortakingcareofher....

(staringathim)Justdon'toverdoit...

Somethingscan'tbeshared

Lore:(smiled)Noted

Ken:Shap

Lore:Sure

Hewalkedout.....

Inmyoffice....



MeanwhileiwipedmydeskthenKen

walkedupbehindmeandgrabbed

mywaistslowlypullingmecloser,he

kissedmyneckanditurnedaround

kissinghim....

Ken:(smiled)Imissedyou

Me:Imissedyoutoo...

Helookedaroundtheofficeand

kissedmeagain...

Ken:(smiled)Thisisbeautiful...I'm



impressed

Me:Thanks...

Ken:(reluctantly)Canwetalk?

Me:Yeah

Hesatonthedeskandpulledme

closerasIstoodbetweenhislegs

facinghimthenhetouchedbothof

myhandsandkissedmeagain..

Ken:Imetyourfriendthismorningon

mywayfromtheairportandshe

askedforaridebuticouldn't

becauseihadcashwithmethatihad



todeposit.Whenidroppedheroff

shekissedmeandtouchedmydick

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Ken:Iaskedherwhatshewasdoing

andshesaidshewassorry

Me:Then?

Ken:That'sit,ijustdon'twantyou

hangingwithheranymore-

Me:Howcomeifeellikethereis

moretothestory?Didyouhavesex

withher?

Ken:Ididn'thavesexwithher,why

wouldItellyouthisifIdidthat?

Me:Ijustdon'tthinkLettycandothat



idon'tbelieveyou

Ken:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:YesKenIdon'tbelieveyou,Letty

canneverdothat

IdialedLettyandputheron

loudspeaker...

Letty:Hello?

Me:Kentoldmeyoukissedhim

Letty:DidiyouknowI'dneverhurtyou

intentionally-

Me:Whathappened?

Letty:(heartpounding)Hekissedme



andgavememoney,iwasgoingto-

Kengrabbedthephonefrommy

handandhungupthenheputiton

thetable...

Ken:Yourfriendshipwithherends

today-

Me:Saysaguywhogavemyfriend

money...(angrily)howmuchdidyou

giveheranyway?

Ken:(stoodup)ItwasP100andits

beca-

Me:YoumustthinkI'mstupid...



Loreknockedandstuckhisheadin...

Lore:Guyswhat'sgoingon?Ican

hearyouarguingfrommyoffice

Igrabbedmybagandwalkedoutas

Kenquietlystaredatmesittingon

thedesk..........

Halfofbreadisbetterthannothing.

Goodnight

*

*



*

*

*
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AtLetty'sHouse...

Iwalkedinasshestoodonthe

middleofthehousewithbothhands

onherchinlikeshewaspraying...

Letty:(shaking)I'mreallysorry...I



wastooscaredtotellyouwhat

happenedandididn'twanttospoil

thingsforyou.

Me:Whathappened?Iwantthe

truth...

Letty:Hegavemearideandthenhe

touchedmythigh,imovedhishand

awayandhestartedofferingme

money...Hehaddollarsandithink

Poundsmaybe,heofferedmeaload

ofcashtohavesexwithhimbutistill

refusedthat'swhenhekissedme

andigotoutofthecarthenhethrew

aP100oversayingitsforthetaxi.I'm

reallysorry,ididn'twanttospoil

thingsforyou



Me:No,it'sokay...Butyoushould

havetoldmeimmediately

Letty:Ididn'twanttospoilthingsfor

youandididn'twanttogetblamed,I

knowwomenalwaysgetblamed

whenitcomestomen'smistakes.He

justcameontomestrongandi

panicked

Me:It'sokay,ihavetogo

Letty:Whatdidhesay?

Me:Uhnevermind...Shap

Iwalkedout....



AtMaunInternationalAirport...

BayangandAonehuggedasshe

wipedhertearsandfakedasmile,he

wipedhertearsandkissedherthen

hehuggedheragain...

Bayang:Iloveyou..

Aone:Iloveyoutoo...

Bayang:Pleasetakecareofourson...

Hegothisboyandkissedhimthen

hebumpedshoulderswithAatile...



Aatile:Haveasafeflightmonna,call

mewhenyougetthere.

Bayang:Sure...

HegaveAonethebabyandchecked

inastheywalkedout....

AtLetty'sHouse...

LettysatonthebedandcopiedKen's

numberfromthecarpamphletthen

shedialedhimwithaprivate

number....



Ken:Hello?

Letty:Hi,itsLettypleaseforgiveme

forlying,I'msorry.Ididn'tknowhow

torespondtoher.Idon'twanttolose

myfriend,pleasejustapologiseand

enditall,lennakeikgalemetsei

won'tbetouchingyouinappropriately

becausekebonyegoregaobate,

pleasejustadmititandapologise.

Shewon'tleaveyouoranything.I

can'tloseher,sheismyonlyfriend

Ken:Soyouturnedthingsaroundand

mademealiar?

Letty:I'msorry

Ken:(hepressedtherecordcall



button)Sowhenareyougoingtotell

heryouliedaboutme

Shehungupthenhesighed...

AtKen'shouse.....

Hourslateriwalkedinthehouseand

bumpedonLorewalkingoutwitha

bagonhisshoulder..

Me:Hi...Whereareyougoing?

Lore:Hey...I'mjustgivingyouguys

somespaceforafewdays.I'llbe



backnextweek.It'sdifficulttobe

withpeoplewhoarefighting

constantly,idon'twanttoendup

takingsides.

Me:Bye...

Heclosedthedoortheniwalkedto

thebedroomtakingoffmynecklace

andpausedatthedoorlookingat

Kenpackinghisclothesinabag...

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Ken:Sonowyouwanttotalk?After

walkingawayfrommewhileiwas

stilltalkingtoyou?



Me:Whereareyougoing?

Hezippedhisbagandcheckedhis

passportthenheputthebagstrapon

hisshoulderandwalkedoutwhilei

followedhimtothecarwherehe

threwitinthebootandclosed...

Me:Passport?Okay...Sowhereare

yougoing?

Ken:Didyoutalktothefrienditold

younottotalkto?

Me:Yes,thefriendyouhatebecause

sherejectedyou,nowthatyouare

ashamedyouwanttochoosemy



friends?Youdidn'tthinkshe'dreject

youisn'tit?Well....Youforgotto

mentionthatyoushowedherdollars

andpoundsfromyourdrugmoney

Ken:Didimalaotogaontena

Me:Whatelseareyouhidingfrom

me?

Ken:(pausedandlookedatme)I

don'tknowwhatyouwantfromme

butifyoukeepyappingonmyearlike

thatyou'llregretit,you'renotachild.I

shouldn'ttellyoutoshutuptwice

withoutyougettingwhatI'msaying...

Don'ttemptme.

Me:IfyoubeatmeI'llreportyoufor



beatingmeandforthedrugs...

Hepausedlookingatmeforaminute

andthenturnedaroundwalkingto

thekitchenwherehegrabbeda

frozenbottleofwater...

Me:Whatreallyhappenedbetween

youtwo?

Ken:I'mdoneexplainingmyselfto

you.Youalreadyknowwhat

happenedsowhatareyouaskingme

for?Yourfriendalreadytoldyouwhat

happenedanditoldyouwhat

happened,youchosewhotobelieve,



whatdoyouwantfromme?

Me:Soyouwantmetobelieveshe

kissedyouandyoudidnothing?

Ken:(lookingatme)Atthispointi

reallydon'tcarewhatyoubelieve,

stoptalkingtome

Me:You'reliarandtheonlyreason

youtoldmeisbecauseyouwere

afraidshewasgoingtotellmefirst

andiwouldn'tbelieveyou.

Ken:(turnedaroundandlookedat

me)Isaidstoptalkingtome

Me:You'reunbelievable

Ken:Karedidimala



Me:Orwhat?

Heclenchedhisjawsstaringatme

asishrunkmyeyesdaringhimtodo

itthenhegrabbedmebythebackof

myneckanddraggedmeout,iheld

onthekitchendoorframethenhe

turnedandliftedmeupasikicked

tryingtopullaway....

Heopenedthewallwardrobedoors

andpushedmeinsidethenhelocked

bothdoorsasifearfullybangedon

thedoorstandinginthedark....



Me:(screaming)KenI'm

claustrophobic...Youcan'tlockmein

here....

Ken:I'mgoingtoNamibia,I'llbeback

in2days.Ihopethat'senoughfor

youtothinkaboutthewayyoujust

talkedtome.I'mtryingmybestnot

tohurtyoubutmypatienceis

wearingthin...

Me:I'msorry...Pleaseforgiveme,

I'mclaustrophobicpleaseletmeout...

Itwasasmallclosetwithout

windowsoranyventilationanditwas

fullofclothes,ilostmybreath



bangingonthedoors...

Me:Pleaseletmeout...Youcan't

lockmeinhere

Ken:Idon'thavetobeatyouto

punishyou,don'tplaymelikethat.

Seeyouin2days...

Me:Kenihaven'teatenanything....

Iheardhisfootstepswalkingoutand

thebedroomdoorclosingandfinally

thecardrivingoff,itookdownthe

clothestryingtomakeupsome

spacesoicouldbreathbutitmade

nodifference,istillcouldn'tbreath



properlyandiwassweating....

Me:(screaming)KEN!!KEN!!?

Itriedpushingandkickingthedoors

butitonlymademeweakertheni

sliddowncrying.....

2DAYSLATER...

WickedMe
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AtKen'sHouse...

Beingtrappedinadarksmallspace

hungryandthirstworemeout,i

sufferedpanicattacksuntilicouldn't

anymoreandthepeeonmyfeet

smelledverybadwhenitwashotand

thatwastheonlywayicouldtellit

wasdaybecausenightswereabit

cool...Iwassure2nightshadelapsed

adiwasn'tsurewhenhewouldbe

back...

Everytimeitookabreathitfeltlikeit

wasmylastbreathandicouldtelli



wasdehydratedbecausemyeyelids

gotheaviereachtimeIblinked,just

turningaroundtolayonadifferent

sidetookallmyenergyandicouldn't

turnanymore..

Ibegunexperiencingblackout

flasheswheneveriblinkedandeach

timeiopenedmyeyesiwouldn'tbe

sureifIwasblinking,sleepingori

hadpassedoutorforhowlongiwas

out....

Slowlybutsurelyilost

consciousnessasmyhearing



diminishedtheniclosedmyeyes

peacefully...

Thenextthingabrightlightbounced

onmyfaceanditriedtoopenmy

eyes,thebrightsunblindedmeandi

closedmyeyesturningmyhead

that'swhenirecognisedKen'sshoes

ashewalkedonthepavement

carryingmebutthenipassedout....

AtLolo'sHouse....

Lolospreadatowelonthefloorand

laiddownasthegirlsplayedinfront



oftheTVwatchingcartoons...

Sheturnedonherbacktouchingher

bellyanddialedanumbershehad

savedfromabusinesspage....

Voice:hello?

Lolo:HiI'mcallingabouttheevent

garden.You'retalkingtoLone

Voice:HeyLone,yousoundlikea

gorgeousbride...You'retalkingto

Marshall

Lolo:(laughed)Iya...Howmuchisit

perday?



Marshall:Sixthousandnyanahela

Lolo:Excuseme?Shehheelatherra

Marshall:Lonzaweewiththisgarden

youdon'tneedanyofthosefunny

lookingtentsokay?Youjusttellyour

decoladytodothetablesunder

thesethickshadows...infactntsha

depositsothaticantalktoafewof

ourpartnershere.Wehavereliable

serviceproviderswetrust...Ihavea

cateringcompanybyanexcellent

chefbynameofKimberlyandwe

haveadecocompanytoobya

reliablecompany,thereDaisyfor

weddingcakesandphotography,

ntshapammagwewenaI'mtheway



thetruthandthelight...

Lolo:(laughed)Thewayyou're

smoothokatswaolemaakagore

monnakewena?

Marshall:Nna?Notme...(theyboth

laughed)So....let'stalkbusiness...Its

abeautifulplacekana,shouldIsend

thepictures?

Lolo:Noihaveseenit,iwasjust

beingstingy.I'llcomebylaterto

makethemoneytransferandgetthe

receipt.

Marshall:I'llbewaiting.

Lolo:Shap

Marshall:sure..



Shehungupanddialedanother

numberasthegirlschattedwatching

TV...

Maya:Mh...Shesaysitsrape

Baby:Whatisrape?

Lolohungupandturnedherhead

listeningtotheirconversation...

Maya:Rapeiswhenamanputhis

penisinyourprivates,theteacher

sayswehavetotellourparentsif



anyonedoesthat...Eveniftheytouch

yourbuttoryourchest.

Baby:Whydotheyputapenisinyour

privates?

Maya:Idon'tknowbutithinkit'sto

makebabies,doyouseehowpeople

kissonTV?ithinktheyendupdoing

thatbecauseinthatmovieawoman

hadababyinherstomach.

Baby:Isawawomanpoopingababy

inthemovie

Maya:Irememberit,shewascrying

andtherewaslotsofblood.

Lolo:Whatareyoutwotalkingabout?



Theypausedandlookedather

fearfullyrealisingshemighthave

heardthem....

Lolo:comehere....Comelaynextto

me...

Theybothlaidoneachofher

shouldersastheyallfacedup...

Lolo:IlikewhatyousaidMaya,no

oneshouldtouchyourprivates...

That'swhyidon'teventouchyou



thereandonlyaskyoutowash

yourself...Nooneshouldtouchyou

thereandifanyonetouchesyouyou

musttellme

Maya:That'swhattheteachersaid...

Baby:Noonewilltouchmethere

becauseI'lltellyou

Lolo:YesandIwon'tbeangryatyou,

wewillhighfiveandthenI'llfinda

waytomakethatpersonstop.Iwon't

eventellthepersonthatyoutoldme

soeveniftheysaydon'ttellorthat

theywillkillyouifyoutelljustknow

thatI'mgoodatkeepingsecrets,I'll

findacleverwayofmakingthem



stop.

Maya:Okay

Baby:Okay...

Aatilewalkedinthehouseandsmiled

lookingatthegirlslyingonthefloor

chattingthenheputhisbagonthe

tableandkneltontheirheads,he

startedkissingwithBabyonthe

foreheadandMayathenhekissed

Loloonthelips...

Maya:(laughed)Ewwww

Baby:(laughedandpushedherfather



off)Ewww...

Aatile:What'swrongwithyoutwo?

Getoutofheredisturbingmefrom

kissingmywife...

Hegrabbedherarmandhelpedher

upasshestoodthenhehuggedher

andkissedher...

Aatile:Alright,tonightwearegoing

outtoeatandswim...

Lolo:(laughed)Whatarewe

celebrating?



Aatile:I'lltellyouattherestaurant..

Lolo:It'snotevenevening,I'llbedead

bythetimeweeatsupper

Aatile:fine....

Hegothisbagandledhertothe

bedroomwherehesatonthebed

andhandedherthesighedadoption

papers..

Aatile:Zerosignedthose...The

paperworkisnotcompletebecauseit

goesbythestagesbutthisisagood

start.Youdon'thavetoworryabout

Babygoingtostrangehomes,sheis



safeforgood...

Lolotearfullystaredinhiseyes

lookeddownthenheworriedlypulled

herfaceup...

Aatile:Babe?What'swrong?Ithought

you'llbehappy

Lolo:(lookedinhiseyesanddropped

tearsemotionally)Iamhappy,ijust

don'tunderstandwhyyoucare.....I

mean...

Shewipedhertearstryingto



understandwhyshedeservedsucha

goodfatherforahusband,knowing

shehadtakenawaytheonethinghe

wouldhavelovedtohavewas

enoughtomakehercry.Shecovered

herfaceandcriedonhisshoulderas

hehuggedherrubbingherback...

Aatile:Babepleasetalktome,what's

goingon?

Lolo:Ishouldn'thavegivenDidithose

-

Aatileshutherwithakissandlaid

heronherbackgettingbetweenher



legsasshecried...

Aatile:(unzippinghispants)Idon't

wanttohearaboutDidi,youmadea

mistake..Imadeamistake...Atsome

pointweallhavetomoveon...Ittook

timeformetoforgiveyoubutiwon't

letyoutortureyourselflikethis....

Hekissedherandslidinsideheras

shemoanedthenhequicklycovered

hermouthwithhishandsothekids

don'thearanythingthenhe

hummeredherstillinhistie....



AtKasanePrimaryHospital....

Bayangdroveoutofthehospitaland

stoppedforayoungnursewalkingby

theroad...

Shegotinandclosedthedoorthen

hejoinedtheroad...

Her:Hi,thanksfortheride

Bayang:Sure..MynameisBayang.

Her:IamKelone

Bayang:(smiled)KellyorKells?

Her:(laughed)Either



Bayang:(laughed)Kellyisperform

especiallybecauseofthatlovely

complexion,youknowwhattheysay...

Thedarkerthewhat?

Kelly:(laughed)Bayangnnagakeitse

rra,tseokedikgangtsagagoolenosi

Bayang:Noseriouslyyoutwokindof

lookalikeexceptyou'reprettier...I

didn'tknowKasanehasbeautiful

ladieslikethis

Kelly:Ohkanagatweyou'refrom

Maun,ihaveheardsomuchabout

MaunmenandIdon'tthinkI'dwant

todateamanfromMaun

Bayang:(laughed)What'swrongwith



us?

Kelly:(laughed)Iheardsomuch

aboutguysfromthereandicansee

someoftheguysinthehospitalthat

weworkwith,theyhaveconfirmed

mytheories.

Bayang:(laughed)Seriouslytellme,

whatarepeoplesayingaboutus?

Youknowpeoplecancreatearumor

thatiscompletelyfalseandmakeit

believable?

Kelly:Iheardmenfromthereare

charmers,theyknowhowtomake

youfallinlovewiththemandthen

theyreleasetheirdemons.You'llbe



trappedinarelationshipnotsureif

you'rehappyorsad

Bayang:Howisthatpossible?

Kelly:Iheardyou'recharmingheart

breakers

Bayang:(laughed)That'snot

true...whoeverstartedthatrumor

needsadick

Kelly:Andthenyouhavebigdicks,

apparentlythereisafruitthatyou

peopledrinkanditmakesyourdicks

huge

Bayang:(laughed)Wow...Doyou

believethatthough?

Kelly:That'swhatiheard



Bayang:I'veheardofthatfruitwhenI

wasgrowingupbutidon'tknowhow

truethatis,aboutthedicksizeisn't

thisthinggenetical,Scienceyareng?

Kelly:(laughed)I'mtellingyouwhati

heard...Maybeit'syourtribeifyou're

goingtoblamegenes

Bayang:Welltherearethreetribesin

Maun,Batawana,Bayeiand

Baherero...Kerayaifwearegoing

deepintogenes

Kelly:Wenaomokae?

Bayang:KeMoyeithoughI'mnot

fluent,obatagotesterkanna?

Kelly:(laughed)Aren'twejusthaving



aconversationgoloha?

Bayang:(laughed)Weare...Don't

believeanythingyouhear.Peopleare

justmakinguprumoursaboutusso

womencanbeafraidofusbutweare

sweetlovingguys...Youcannevergo

wrongwithamanfromMaunandwe

arenotwhinerstoo,weareraisedin

toughenvironmentsbeingtaughtto

provideforourwomenandchildren.

Kelly:Aerralesagoipokalebaga

lona

Bayang:(laughed)I'mtellingyouthe

truth,whydoyouthinkeachholidays

everywomanwantstobeinMaun,



wearesweetlovingmen

Kelly:(laughed)Fromyoursmileke

bonamaakaacharmerboyhela

Bayang:Mmekeseriouskanaandi

can'twaitforyoutotellmeabout

Kasane,it'smyfirsttimehereandI

don'thavefriends,gaketswa

spanengketsenaonlineformovies

that'sit,ibeendoingthatfor2days

nowandI'mbored.

Kelly:(lookedathisfingers)Whereis

yourgirlfriend?

Bayang:I'mnotinarelationshipright

nowbutihaveafivemonthsoldson

Kelly:Othadilemmagwealemotsetsi



nerra?

Bayang:Itwasn'tme,wejustgrew

apart...Inoticedthatshewasn'twho

ithoughtshewasand...Youknow

howthesethingsare,itwasanasty

breakupthat'swhyirequesteda

transferbecauseididn'twanttobein

asituationwhereI'mfightingwiththe

motherofmychildinhispresenceso

Idecidedtocomehaveafreshstart

here...

Kelly:That'saverywisedecision,not

theseguyswhokillwomen...Have

yourealisedthatthenumberof

murdersofwomenhaveincreased?



Bayang:Exactly,ididn'twanttobe

partofthestatistics...So....(looked

ather)Canyoutakemeoutand

showmeKasane?Youpicktheplace

andI'llpayforthemeals

Kelly:Whycan'tipay?

Bayang:Oryoucanpay,I'mfinewith

that

Kelly:I'llpay

Bayang:That'safirst,I'mgonnalove

this...Pleasedon'tdoahitandrunon

me

Kelly:(laughed)Ishould

Bayang:Gakegobonesente,women

neverpayfordates



Kelly:Thereareafewthatdo...

Bayang:Ican'twaittobeshowered

withlovetonight...

Theylaughedashedroveoff....

Atthehospital.....

Iopenedmyeyestobrightlightsand

raisedmyhandtryingtorubmyeyes

butthepinkcannulaabovemyhand

hurt,iturnedontheotherside

followingatubeuptotheIVhanging

bymyheadthenilookedaroundthe



entireroom...

Therewasaflatscreenonthewallin

frontofmewithaDSTVdecoder,on

mysidewasawindowwithwhite

folds.Isatupandlookedattheblue

hospitalgowniwaswearing,i

immediatelyknewitwasaprivate

andforamomentIwonderedhow

longihadbeenthere....

IsteppeddownandpushedtheIV

standtothewindowthenipulledthe

foldsstringandlookedatthetraffic...



Thedooropenedanditurnedaround,

Kenwalkedoverwithaplasticand

myhandbag...

Ken:Hey...

Ikeptquietasheputdownthe

plasticandtookoutmyclothesfrom

thebag...

Ken:Ihadtorunbackhomeand

bringyoucleanclothes,didyou

shower?



Iturnedbacktothewindowand

tearfullywatchedoutside,partofme

wasgladiwasoutbutthinkingabout

itbroughttearstomyeyes.He

walkedbehindmeandputhisarms

aroundmywaistthenhekissedme

asatearrandownmycheek.I

couldn'tbelieveheactuallytrapped

meinthereandcameonthe3rdday...

Ken:(softly)I'msorry...

Me:(tearfully)Youtriedtokillme

Ken:AndI'msorry,itwon'thappen

again...

Me:Howlonghaveibeenhere?



Ken:Lessthan30minutes,the

doctorsaysyou'refine...Youwere

dehydratedandhungrybutyou

respondedwellassoonastheyput

thedripsonyou...

Heturnedmearoundandhuggedme

puttingmyheadonhischestthenhe

kissedmyforeheadasicried...

Ken:I'msorrymylovebutifyouever

threatenmeaboutthedrugsI'lldo

worsethanthisjusttotightenthat

loosescrewinyourhead....(softly

pulledmychinuplookinginmyeyes)



I'ddothisagainjusttokillthatlittle

spoiltbratinyourheadokay?(smiled

andkissedme)Buttherewon'tbe

needforthatbecausethatlittlegirl

diedintheclosetnowresetseka

Didihelaakeremybaby?

HenoticedtheIVtubewasdraining

blooduptothebagandrolledupthe

blockingballtostoptheflow...

Ken:Comesitdown...I'mgoingto

callanursesoshecanremoveit,it's

pumpingyourblood...Haveasit...



Islowlysatonthebedthenrushed

outside,minuteslaterhecameback

withanurse...

Nurse:(smiled)Heyfriend

Me:(smiled)Hi...

Sheremovedthetubeandpresseda

cottonwoolonme,igrabbeditfora

whileasshecollectedeverything

whileKentookoutmytowelsand

bathingset...

Ken:Let'sgo...



Hehelpedmeintheshowerwherei

tiedmylonghairandbrushedmy

teeththenistartedshoweringashe

satonthetoiletseatlookingatme.

Minuteslateristeppedoutnudeand

hewrappedmewithatowelthenhe

liftedmeupandtookmetobed

wherehesatmeontheedge...

Ken:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine...



Hisphonerangthenhewalkedout

answeringit,Itwasnormalforhis

phonetogetfrequentcallsfromhis

clientsandhedidn'twantmegetting

ininvolvedinhisshadydealsorask

questionsaboutthedrugsunlesshe

toldmebutnowiwasinsecurewitha

thousandquestions...whatifhewas

rightandLettywasafterhim?She

wasagoodgirl,sheseemedsane

mostofthetimeandiwasalways

oneofthosepeoplewhoneeded

someone'sadvice.Aatilehadtoldme

heleftmebecauseiwasn'tmature

enough...nowKenwasthere,doing

themostdangerousbusinessaman



couldbeinvolvedinandiwashis

woman,iknewitwasabig

responsibilitytobeadrugdealer's

girlfriendanddefinitelydangerous,i

didn'tneedtoberemindedthathe

couldbeheartlessifipushedhimto

it..

Istilldidn'tknowwhotobelieve

becauseinmyeyesLettywasperfect

andKenwasabadboy,who'dbeton

adrugdealertorejecta

woman...uhhhquitefrustratingbuti

hadalotoftimetothinkandmaybe

mygrandmotherwasright,I'dnever

reallybuildarelationshipiffriends



camefirstespeciallythefriendsmy

mandidn'twant...

Hewalkedbackinsidehangingupthe

phoneandsliditbackinhispocket

thenheliftedmychinuptohisface

andkissedme,fromhisbreathing

rateandthestrengthofhiskissesi

couldtellhewantedmorebutIwas

inahospitalbedsoiknewwe

couldn'tthenhepausedandclosed

thedoorturningthelock...

Ilookedinhiseyesashebacktome,

iwasn'tsurewhattosay,being



lockedinthewardrobefor3days

wasenoughtoteachmeabout

keepingquietandknowingwhento

speakandhowtorespond

responsibly...

Hepulledmychinupandkissedme...

yeah...Myman'sbreathwasunique,

itwasmintywiththatdeephidden

aromaofcigar...thekissingbecame

intenseasheputmyhandonhis

bonerandrubbedhimselfsostrongi

thinkheforgotihadacannula.He

unbuttonedhisjeans,themetal

clickingsoundofhisbeltunhooking

wasadickalarmforme...



Iuntiedmyhairanddroppeditdown

mybackthenislowlykneltdownand

waitedashelookedinmyeyes

takingitoutofhisboxerbriefs...

(Explicitcontentremoved)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*



.[9/3,11:37PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴32

AttheHospital....

andleanedoverholdingmetightlyas

hiswholebodyvibratedonmine,he

heldmesotightithoughthe'dcrush

mylittleribsthenhereleasedmeand

kissedmeslowlypullingoutaswe

bothlookedatit.

Honestlythereisnothinginteresting



likewatchingthatblacktoolslideout

ofyou....Assoonasitdroppeddown

whippinghisthighshelookedatme

withasmileandkissedmeaswe

bothsoakedinsweat...

Ken:(panting)Youweren'tpeeing,

youweregushing....thatwasgush....

Don'teversaypee,it'sembarrassing...

Squirting

Ismiledembarrassedandcovered

myfacethenhelaughedandlifted

mychinupforanotherkiss...



Ken:Ilovedit....Eachtimeyoufeel

thatway,justrelaxandenjoythose

momentsbecauseitdoesn'tcome

everyday...

Me:Itwasreallygoodbutithought

I'dpeeonyouorthehospitalbed

Ken:It'sneveralotandit'sbeautiful

whenawomanshowersyouwith

that...Itmeansyoumakeitrain...

Welaughedthenhepickedmeup

andwalkedtotheshowerasmy

cannulafellonthefloor...

Me:Mycannula



Ken:Theywillinsertanotherone

Me:(whining)Anotherpricking?I

hateneedles....

Heputmeintheshowerandtookoff

hisclothesthenhejoinedmeinfora

quickshower,minuteslaterwe

steppedoutandgotdressed...

Ipeacefullylaidonthebedand

sighed,icouldstillfeelmycake

throbbingfromhisstrokesand

lookingathimashepeeledabanana

formemademefalldeeperforhim.I

hadjustreachedanotherlevelof



respectforhimandthenifinally

understoodwhytheysayawoman

shouldbepunishedthatway..Agood

cookiecrushergetsmorerespect

justbecausehehasthepowerto

sendyoutoheavenandback.…i

swearifheaskedmetokisshisfeeti

wouldhavegottendownthathospital

bedanddoneitwithouthesitate.For

thatmanI'ddenyknowinganything

abouthisdrugsevenifthepolice

torturedmeandI'dkilljustsohecan

bemineandminealone,ilovedhim

thatmuch.Hegotmehookedonhim

likeadrug-iwaslivingandbreathing

Ken...



Ken:(laughedandhandedmea

banana)Here...Whatareyousmiling

about?

Me:(laughed)Nothing,iwasjust

thinking.....Ireallyloveyou

Ken:Iloveyoutoo...(stood)Letme

callanursesotheycangiveyoua

newcannula

Herushedoutandwalkedbackin

withadoctorandanursethenisat

listening...



Dr:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine...

Dr:Therewon'tbeneedforanother

cannula,wearenotadmittingyou.

Youwerejustdehydratedandwe

tookcareofthat...Allyouhaveto

whenyougethomeistotakeyour

medicationasinstructedandyou'll

begood

Me:Thanks

Kenshookhandswiththedoctorand

walkedoutwiththemasislowlygot

offthebedandputonmyclothes.

Myphonereceivedamessagefrom



FNBtheniclickedonit....

FNB::)AtransferofP12,000has

beenmadetoyouraccoun-

Myjawsdroppedtogetherwithmy

phonethenKenwalkedinand

frownedconfused...

Ken:What'sup?(igavehimmy

phone)Ohthis,sokegoneba

sendang?Idepositedthemoneyin

myaccountandtransferredittoyou

malobawhenicamefromthedelta.

Thedayisupposedlysleptwithyour



friend

Me:Whatamisupposedtodowithit?

Ken:Yousaidyouwanttofence

somegardenorsomething

Me:OhmyGod...

Ihuggedhimagainandkissedhim...

Me:Iloveyou

Ken:Drugmoney....Reportmeand

you'llkissthislifestylegoodbye

Me:(laughed)Stopit,youknowi

didn'tmeanthatandevenifididigot

punishedforthatandalmostdied,I'd



befoolishtoevermentionthatagain..

Ken:(kissedme)Let'sgohome....

Ifinisheddressingupwhilehe

packedmythings....

AtAatile'shouse...

LaterthateveningAatileswitchedoff

thelightsandjoinedLoloonthebed,

heputhisarmsaroundherand

kissedherassheabsentmindedly

sighed...



Aatile:What'swrong?

Lolo:It'snothing...It'sjustcrazy...

Aatile:Wewillbehusbandandwife

verysoon..Youhavetotrustme...

Lolo:Imissmyfriend,imissDidi..

Aatile:Iunderstand,whenyougrew

upplayingwithsomeoneyouconnect

likeyou'resiblings.TheweekBayang

spentupsetwithmeiwasn'tmyself...

Itriedtoactlikeutdidn'tbotherme

butikindofunderstandwhatyou

mean.

Lolo:Ifeelguiltyforhurtingherbut

nowI'mjustwonderingifit'spossible

toburythehatchetbecauseweboth



haverelationships.Woulditbe

awkwardforyouifibefriendedher

again?

Aatile:Well...Notreally,iwouldn'tbe

hangingwithherbesidesitsnotlike

you'llbespendingeveryminutewith

her.

Lolo:Doyouhavefeelingsforher?

Aatile:Honestlyno,idon't...

Lolo:Iwanttoapologisefor

everythingandaskherifwecouldtry

again,imissher...Thereissomuchi

wanttotellherandifeellikemy

weddingwouldn'tbecomplete

withouther.Ifeellikesheismy



family,babekanannaleDidiretswa

kgakala...Wewouldbehungry

jumpinginyardstostealmangoes

andoranges...Wehavedoneso

muchtogetherlikewearesiblings.

Aatile:It'spossibleforhertoforgive

youbecauseiforgaveyou,yesittook

timeandattimesihadtoforce

myselftosmileatyoubuteventually

itbecameeasyandnowI'mhere

lovingyou...(kissedher)becausei

knowyou'rehumanfirst...Iknowif

youconfessedtocheatingandifeel

likeicanforgiveyouthefirstthingI'd

doistohelpyouabortanotherman's

childsowecanhaveourownand



havepeace,imeanithushbutto

someextentiunderstandwhatyou

didwhatyoudid...Ofcourseyou

can'treasonlikethiswithDidi,itwill

hurthersojustapologiseandlether

knowyouwerethinkingabout

yourselfonly.Maybeshewill

understandmaybeshewon't...

Lolo:(smiled)Okay...I'llcontacther...

Timereallyhealsbecausenow

lookingbackifeellikeitwouldn't

havebeenthatbadtoletherkeepthe

baby,ifeelbad

Aatile:Itiswhatitissolivewithit,

whatifwon'tbringbackGiovanniand

ihopeyoudeletedhispicture.Ihave



deletedthemandithelpedmemove

on...

Lolo:I'lldeletethemtomorrow

morning....Goodnight

Aatile:Goodnight...Herboyfriend

looksverytoughlikeathugor

something

Lolo:IsawhimatWimpymalobabut

ithinkthey'rehappytogether

Aatile:Ihaven'tseenhersincethe

hospitalthingbutBayangcouldn't

stoptalkingabouthowhotsheis,

apparentlysheisadivathatwears

highheels.

Lolo:(laughed)Youdon'tknow



anything,shehadblockslongenough

tohitherbum...Shemthewayimiss

heriwishwecouldjustcelebrate

makingitoutofpoverty.Webeen

throughhellanditwouldbeniceto

haveadrinkandtoast

Aatile:Talktoher,maybeshewill

consider...

Theysighedandwenttobed....

AtLetty'sHouse....

ThenextmorningLettystoodbythe



mirrorsqueezingthelastofher

foundationthenshecutthelittle

containerwithapairofscissorsand

swipedherfingerinsidetogetitall

thensheappliedonherfaceasher

sisterwalkedin...

Sister:I'mgoingtocheckonJunior's

father,wewillbebackduringthe

weekend.

Letty:Alright..

Sister:Areyouokay?Youbeenoffish

lately...Youdon'tgotochurchand

youspendalldaysleeping,todayyou

missedwork



Letty:(sighed)Thisinternshipthingis

justthegovernmentexploitingus,

howcantheypayme1.9Kwheni

haveadegree

Sister:It'sthegovernment'swayto

keepyoubusywhileyou'researching

forajobandifyouworkhardyou

mightgethiredwhereveryoubeen

stationedtowork.Sincewhendid

youbeginfeelinglikethis?Doyou

knowthatinothercountriespeople

can'tfindjobsandyou'rehere

complainingaboutbeingputina

programthatgivesyoufree1.9per

month

Letty:Free?Thoseofficerssendme



aroundlikeI'mtheofficeslave

meanwhileDidiisouttherebuying

fancycarsandlivinglikesheisthe

president'sdaughter,amithatugly?

Whycan'tifindamanwhowill

showermewithmoney?I'mtiredof

workinghardIwanttobespoiltonce

inmylife

Sister:Menlikethatdon'texistsoit's

eitheryouworkhardorstarve

becauseifmenlikehersexistthey're

fewandverytaken.

Letty:Nnankasekgone...

Sister:Sowhatdoyouwanttodo?

Letty:Idon'tknow...



Sister:Don'teventhinkaboutwhati

thinkyou'rethinkingabout...Bye

SheclosedthedoorthenLetty

sprayedherselfwithperfumeand

grabbedherhandbagonherway

out....

AtKen'sHouse....

Onthesamemorningirubbedmy

eyeshalf-asleepasaifeltagentle

sweetthrustonmywetshaved

sweetnessbutitstoppedwhenI

moved,idozedoffagainandfelta



slowthrusttheniopenedmyeyesto

Kenholdingmywaistdoingitgently...

Hegotonmybackandkissedmy

neckasIlaidonmytummywithmy

headonthepillow...

Ken:(whispered)Goodmorning...

Me:Morning...

Heshovedapillowundermytummy

andgrabbedmywaiststeppingon

thesheetsthenhehammeredmeasi

moanedloudlygrabbingthesheets...



Thestrokeswentonandonuntili

orgasmedthenheturnedmearound

andhitituntilhefilledmeup....

Ken:(kissedmyneckandgentlybit

myearlobe)Thetubisready,weare

late...

Me:(smiled)Mmh....(laughed)At

firstithoughtiwashavingwet

dreamsandbabethosegentlenyana

strokeswhenyouusedjustthetipof

yourthing...Wooooow...Negole

monategore

Ken:(laughed)Salekesimololao



otselakana...yabogoduemonate.ke

tsholeditseleragonyanakautwa

bothithowaii...

Me:(laughed)That'srape,ididn'tsay

yes

Ken:Youdidn'tsaynoeither

Me:Becauseyoustoleit..Howdo

youslowlysexasleepingperson?

Ken:Ijustloveit...Itturnsmeon...I

canfuckyouinyoursleepandyou'll

wakeupwithcuminsideosaitse

gorewhathappened,I'mthatgood

becauseidon'thavetopenetrateyou

ijustenjoythewarmthyakonkong

hela...



Me:(laughed)You'resick,let'sgoand

bath..

Wewenttothebathroomwherewe

tookabaththenisatonthetoilet

andrelievedmyselfwhilehebrushed

histeethonthesink.....

Me:(wipingmyself)Ican'twaittoget

mylicence,I'mtiredofusingtaxis

Ken:(spatonthesinkandwashed

hismouth)Butyou'redoinggood...I

didn'texpectyoutopassthetest

afterreadingthebookfor2daysonly,

somefailseveraltimesmmebareba



badile

Me:(flushedthetoiletandsprayed)

Ketshositswekedicone..

Wewalkedoutofbathroomashe

playfulpulledmylongbraids...

Ken:You'llmakeit,don'tworry...I

neverdatedullwomenandyoumy

friendareforkeeps....

Wegotdressedandleftthenhe

droppedmeoffatthedrivingschool

beforegoingtowork.Kenwaseasy



togetalongwithandibeginningto

getmorethanjustaboyfriendfrom

himbecausewewerenowbecoming

friends...

AtKen'sMotor's...

LaterthatmorningKenandhis

brotherinspectedthecarsthatthe

mechanicwasworkingon...

Ken:Thisisgood..

Lore:Definitely...

Mechanic:I'llbeworkingonthe



damagedonesbutifthey'rebadwe

willhavetostripthem

Ken:Noproblem...

Themechanicleftthenthebrothers

walkedtowardstheoffice...

Lore:HowisDidi?

Ken:Sheisfine,itwasjust

dehydratedandalittlepanic,itturns

outsheisclaustrophobic

Lore:Andyoustilllockedherup?

Ken:Ididn'tbelieveher,Ithoughtshe

wasbluffing...Kindofmademefeel



badseeingheratthehospitalbutshe

isgood.

Lore:AlrightbutIstillwanttomove

out

Ken:IfitsimportantI'mcoolwithit

Lore:Yeah..I'mgoingtoget

breakfastshouldIbringyou

something?

Ken:Whateveryouarehavingisfine

Lore:Alright...

KenwenttotheofficethenLore

droveoutthegate,minuteslater

Lettywalkedinthroughthegate



talkingtothephone....

Atthedrivingschool....

MeanwhileIsteppedoutofthe

drivingschoolcartalkingtothe

phone...

Me:Anditsnotthatibelieveyou're

tryingtogetmymanijustdon'tfeel

comfortablebeingfriendswithyou

afterwhathappenedsoithinkwe

shouldjustgiveeachothersome

space.



Letty:Iunderstandlove,bye

Me:Bye....

Ihungupandgotmybagasanother

callcamethrough...

Me:Hello?

Lolo:Didyougetmymessage?

Me:Isawit,LoloIdon'tknowwhat-

Lolo:Canwemeetandtalkaboutit

facetoface?Whyareyouavoiding

me?

Me:Fine...Where?

Lolo:Idon'tknowKFC?



Me:I'llbetherein20minutes

Lolo:Thanks....

AtKFC....

Lateroniwalkedupstairsholdingmy

bagandapproachedLolosittingat

thecornerhavinglunch...

Iputmybagonthetableasshe

stoodupforahug,wehuggedbriefly

thenwesatdown..

Lolo:Haveapiece...(pusheda



StrawberryKrusher)Iknowyoulike

Strawberry...

Me:(gotthepieceshewaseating)

Thanks,youcanhavemine....(pulled

herKrusheroverandgavehermine)

Howareyou?

Lolo:I'mfine...IreallymissyouDidi,

wecan'tletfightsaboutmenget

betweenus.Wearelikefamily..

Me:Formeit'snotaboutamanbut

goon..

Lolo:IknowIhavehurtyou,wehave

hurteachotherbutiknowyoumiss

me,iknowyouwanttosharecertain

thingswithmejustlikeIwishicould



sharewithyou.Nomatterhowmuch

wefight,wewillalwaysloveandmiss

eachother...I'mgettingmarried...

(smiled)Andimightbepregnant,i

wishwecould-

Me:You'repregnant?

Lolo:(smiled)Ithinkso-

Me:(smiled)Youknowwhatyou're

right...Imeanwebothdideachother

wrong,wemightaswellkissand

makeupbecauseallthatpastmeant

nothingright?

Lolo:Exactly...

Me:Imissedyoutoo...Comehere...



Westoodupsmilingandhugged

thenisatdownasmyphonereceived

avoicenotefromKen.Itappedonit

andputtheheadsetonmyear...

Me:Excusemeforaminute,kebae

Lolo:(smiledsippingtheKrusher)

Surelove...

Ifrownedlisteningcareful....

Ken:IgetthatandI'mtotallycool

withitbutidoubticantrustyou

becauseyouliedtoDidiaboutme...



You'rebeautifulandI'ddefinitelylove

tobewithyoubuthowcanibesure

youwon'ttellher?

Letty:Iknowbutipanickedbecausei

didn'texpectyoutotellher,itwas

justakissandthattouchwas

nothing...Iwasangrythatyou'd

reportmeafteriapologisedtoyou.

Ken:Yahbutyoumademelookbad,

likeIwasaliar

Letty:I'msorry...Letmemakeitupto

you...Righthere...(therewasa

movementsound)...Ibrought

condoms....(amoanandakissing

sound)Relax..



Ken:Didimightbehereanytime

Letty:Shesaidshewasatthedriving

schoolIspoketoherketsamayaha

gating

Ken:Yeahbutmybrother.Canicall

youalittlelaterintheevening?

Letty:(kissingsound)Alright..

Ken:Sure,pleasegobeforemy

brothercomesback,Idon'twanthim

toknowaboutus.

Letty:Bye

Thevoicenoteendedasmyheart

pounded,iclenchedmyjawsand



shookmyheadbreathinglikean

angrybuffalo...You'dswearsmoke

wouldgushoutofmynosethewayi

wasbreathingasipushedmychair

backandstoodup...

Lolo:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yes...I'llcallyou.Ihavetogo....

IhurrieddownthestairscallingKen...

Ken:Believemenow?

Me:Yesibelieveyoubutdidyoujust

sitthereandtakeherkisseskana



gakeautwasente?bomxim-mxwa

eneelebaeng?

Ken:Ihadtoletherdowhatevershe

wantedtososhecanincriminate

herself,Iwasjustsittingdownwhile

shesatonmylapdoingallthat

Me:WhenI'mdonewithheryou're

next

Ken:You'vegottobekiddingme,i

didn'tdoanything.

Me:Casepostponed.

Ken:(laughed)Jesus

IhungupanddialedLettythenitook



adeepbreathtocalmdown...

Letty:Heylove

Me:Heybabes,I'mdoneatschool...

Whereareyou?Iwantustotalk.I

kindoffeelbadforendingour

friendshiplikethis

Letty:Ijustgothome

Me:Isyoursisterhome?

Letty:Sheleftforafewdays,you

knowhowsheis..

Me:(laughed)Iknow,seeyoulater

love

Letty:Surechoma...



Ihungupandstoppedthenexttaxi...

Me:Kebataspecial

Taxidriver:Let'sgo....

AtLetty'sHouse....

Minuteslatermyheartbeatraisedas

iapproachedthedoor,icouldhear

myheartbeatingandmybreathing

gotlouder.Icouldn'tbelieveshe

wantedtotastemyKen...ItwasKen

andhewasn'tjustyourtypicalman



hewasKen.

Ibraidedmyblocksitintoonelong

braidwhichifoldedandtiedtheni

bentmyfingersknockingonthedoor,

sheopenedandsmiledmovingback

soicouldgetin.........

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtLetty'sHouse...

Iwalkedinandsmiledholdingmy

bag...

Letty:Haveaseat,howwasschool?

Me:I'mfinestanding...Lettyareyou

anhonestfriend?

Letty:whatdoyoumean?



Shelookedatmetryingtoreadmy

mindbutihidmyemotionswhile

staringatherbitingmyinnerlipwith

asmileofdisbelief...

Me:Justtellmeifyou'reanhonest

person,yougotochurchandpray,

youpreachtofriendsaboutmorality

andloyalty,etc...Areyouanyofthose

things?

Letty:(smiledshakingherhead)So

whatdidKensayididagain?Idon't

understandwomenandhowthey

alwaysblameanotherwomanfora

man'smistake,whatdidhesay?



Itwasn'twhatshesaidbutthe

confidencebehindherwords,ifi

didn'thearvoicewithmyownearsI'd

trulydoubtKen'sversionofthe

eventsandtothinkthatjustdays

beforethesamethinghappenedjust

stunnedme.

Me:IsthereanythingKensaidtoyou?

Letty:KanannaKenontshetse

morago,hetextsmeandcallsmebut

iprefertojustrejecthiminsteadof

spoilingyourrelationship...

Me:Showmethecallsandtexts



Letty:Ideletedthem,theyannoyed

me.

Themoreliesshegavetheangrieri

gotandijustwantedtopunchheron

theface,sureiwasn'tthefighting

typebutLetty?Wellicouldtakeher

downifIwantedtobecauseshehad

abusytinierthanminebutIpressed

thephoneandincreasedthevolume

instead...

Sheswallowedlookingatmeaswe

bothlistenedtoherconversationwith

Kenandbeforeitcouldendsheran



tothebedroom,ifollowedherand

sheslammedthedooronmyface

lockingit...

Me:(bangingonthedoor)Youcan't

runforever...

Letty:Heonlycapturedthepartthat

favoredhim,thereismoreandhe

mademegivehimablowjob

Me:Waituntiligetinthere....

Imovedbackandkickedthedoor

severaltimesbutitdidn'tbreak.....



Letty:Stopkickingthedoor,mysister

is-

Me:(slappedthedoorscreaming

)Bitchopenthedoor!You'reabad

bitchakere?Comeoutnow....Come

talktome,cometouchmelikeyou

touchedmyKen...Comehere!

Letty:Youneedtoleavebeforeicall

thepolice,shameonyouforfighting

foraman...Amanthathasn'teven

marriedyou...Youdon'tknowwhat

agreementhemadewithme...He

saidishouldsayallthatsoyoucan

forgivehim

Me:Bitchididn'tneedtoforgivehim...



Letty:Leave...

Me:(lookingaround)Nxla!

Iwalkedinthebathroomandputthe

stopperinthetubtheniturnedboth

tapstothefullest,ididthesamewith

thebasinbythemirrorandheadedto

thekitchenwereiturnedbothtaps

andwatchedthewaterflooding...

Letty:(screamingfromthebedroom

hearingwaterfillingthetub)Didi

whatareyoudoingwithwater?Ifyou

soakmythings-



Shegavemeanideathenilooked

around,herphoneandlaptopwereon

thetable.Igotbothofthemandput

themintheoverflowingtubtheni

wenttothedoor...

Me:(tookadeepbreath)Darling,your

laptopandphonearetakingabath,in

caseyouthinkaboutreportingme

knowthatihaveanaudiofromKen

andI'msuretheworldwillbegladto

hearwhatyoudidormaybeididn't

soakyourthings...Youcouldn'ttake

therejectnowyourtryingtomakeus

buyyouanewlaptopbylyingsayingi

diditbecausethisonediedtheyear



yougraduated,asforthephone...I

haveneverseeninfactiwasn'there.

Iwaswithmycuddlebearwhowill

confirmthat,ciao...

Igrabbedmyhandbagandwalked

acrossthelivingroomthenshe

rushedoutandtookthemoutofthe

water,iturnedaroundandlookedat

herasshetriedtodrythelaptop...

Me:(smiled)Tryrice

Shechargedatmefrombehindtheni

trippedandfellonmytummy,shesat



onmybackpunchingmeonthehead

asitriedtoturnaround,iusedallmy

strengthtoturnandgrabbedherhair

asshesatonmytummy,she

punchedmeonthefaceandijust

releasedapunchnotsurewhereit

wasgoing,itlandedonherbreast

andsheflinched.Iusedthe

opportunitytorollheroverandsiton

hertummypunchingherontheface

assheyankedmyhairpullingme

downherchest

Me:(pantingsittingonherstomach)

Letgoofmyhair



Letty:I'llletyougoifyoustop

punchingme,yourhurtingme...

Me:(punchedherontheeye)Letgo

ofmyhair...(bitmylowerlipand

punchedagain)Letgo..

Letty:(cryingpullingmyhair)Didi

you'rehurtingme...

Me:(punchedagain)Karentogela

monna!

Letty:(crying)Ifiletgoyouhaveto

go,I'mdonefighting.

Me:(punchedonthemouth)Ntese

monna!



Sheletgoofmyhairthenistood

overhertyingitasshelaidonthe

floorcrying,iwasn'tgoingtotakeit

farbutseeingshewasweakerthani

thoughtistompedonherstomach

severaltimesasshecurledup

helplesslyonthefloor.

Ihadneverbeatenanyoneinmylife

andineverknewitfeltthatgoodto

takeoutyourangeronsomeone.I

kickedheronthefacewithmy

Adidassneakerssohardshegrabbed

herbloodymouthscreaminglikea

helplesschild.



Istoodoverherboilingwondering

whatelseicoulddotohertheni

wenttoherbedroomtyingmyhairas

itslowlyuntied,thereigrabbedapair

ofscissorsandwalkedbacktothe

livingroom.

Shewasholdinghermouthwith

bloodgushingoutthenigrabbedher

pulledhairhairandcutitallout

throwingitonthefloor...

Me:(angrily)Nexttimeyouthink

abouttouchingKenknowthatI'm



goingtodomorethanthis,bitch

you'renotsupposedtothinkabout

Kenlikethatdoyouhearme?..

(slappedher)Andthisisfortouching

hisdick,youdon'ttouchthatdickdo

youhearme?

Ithrewthescissorsonthefloorand

kickedheronthebackasshefell

downcryingloudly..

Letty:(screaming)I'mnotfighting,

youhavetostop

Me:Noyoushouldhavestopped

touchinghim,I'llkillyoudoyouhear



me?Youdon'ttouchKen,youdon't

thinkabouthimorhisdick..(kicked

her)Andthisisforkissinghim...

Thoselipsaremineyouheardme?...

(angrilytappingmychest)Myman!

Mylips!mydick!mymoney!

Ipausedlookingatherasshelaid

herheadonthebloodlikeshewas

abouttopassout,itwasthenthat

theveilofangerworeoffthenmy

heartskipped.

Ikneltdownshakingherasshe

closedhereyes...



Me:Letty??Don'tpretendyou're

dyingbecauseiknowyou'renot...

Letty?

Herfacewasbeggingtoswelland

shewasbleedingfromthenosetoo,I

tookoutmyphoneanddialedKen

thenichangedmymind.Ididn'twant

himtoseemelikethat...

Iwasstuckforaminutewondering

whocouldhelpbecauseIdidn'twant

thehospitalthenidialedLolo...



Lolo:Hello?

Me:(panting)Lolo?Canyoucometo

Letty'sHousenow?

Lolo:Now?

Me:Pleasenowanddon'tcomewith

anyone

Lolo:Ihopeyoutwoarenottryingto

killme

Me:Ifireallywantedtotakerevenge

I'dgotoMaya'sschoolandmakeher

eatpoisonedfood.Sheknowsme

andshewouldn'trejectmyfood...

Pleasecomehelpme

Lolo:Fine,I'mcoming...



IhungupandpulledLetty's

unconsciousbodyagainstthewall

thenicheckedherpulse,iwas

shakingwaytoomuchtofeel

anything...Watercarriedthebloodby

myshoesflowingouttheniturned

around,thewholefloorwascovered

withwater;irantothebathroomand

kitchentoclosethetaps...

MinuteslaterLoloknockedtheni

openedthedoor,hereyeswidenedas

shelookedatthefloodedhouseand

bloodonthefloor.Iclosedthedoor



andshecoveredhermouthlookingat

Lettyunconsciouslyleaningagainst

thewallwithherheaddownasblood

droppedfromthetipofhernose..

Lolo:(shocked)What'sthis?

Iplayedthevoicenotetoherwithout

sayinganything...

Lolo:Wow...Didyoudoallthese

alone?

Me:Yesandyouknowidon'thave

anyfriendbesidesyou...



Lolocheckedherpulseand

undressedher...

Lolo:Ihavetoputherinthetuband

washherface....

Itriedtohelpherbutsheliftedher

tinybodyupbyherselfandputherin

thefulltubspillingmorewateronthe

floor....

Lolo:Wenamopantuyabathobefore

ditvdisha...



Shebathedherandcarriedhertothe

bedroomwhereshedriedherwitha

towelthenhelpedmemoptheentire

house.

Weworkedforalmostanhour

withoutsayinganythingtoone

anotherasshetookcareofthe

kitchenwhileididthelivingroomand

wemetinthebedroomswhich

weren'tthatflooded...

Minuteslaterweopenedthe

windowsandswitchedthefanonto



drythefloorthenwewenttothe

bedroomwhereLettywaslyingon

thebedcryingwithaswollenface.

Lolo:Sheneedspainkillers

Letty:(slightlyaudiblethrough

swollenlips)Ke-kopa-lenkise

spateleng

Me:Noway...

Lolo:Sheisnotgoingtothehospital,

imeanyouhavetobuyherpillsatthe

pharmacy,bringafrozenpackof

veggies...



IbroughtitthenLolopressediton

herfaceasshescreamedpushing

offherhands...

Letty:Stop

Lolo:Sesoharekethusagoreoska

rurugamxmoshinamisaengne

lebeletele

Letty:(crying)Canyoupleaseleave?

Me:Notwithyoulookinglikethat...

Lolo:Wehavetotakehersomewhere

soshecanhealorelsesheisgoing

toreportyouandyou'llbearrested

Letty:Iwon'treportyou



Me:Shutup,nothinggoodever

comesoutofyourmouth...(slapped

her)Ican'tbelieveyouliedtome

Lolo:(pushedmeoff)Stopitwena...

Skaitiraskonopampirikayo

mongwe

Me:Don't,youweren'tevenhis

girlfriend,infactheismyexbecause

idatedhimfirst

Lolo:Whatever...Givemethattowel

andcalmthefuckdown,ifI'mgoing

tobepartofthisitmustgo

unreportedbecauseihavekidswena

mmakanaosantseolelekgarebe....

Let'stakehertoyourGrandmother's



house,wewillkeepcheckingher

everydaytogiveherwaterandfood

untiltheswelldisappears,itwillbe

easytodenyitthatway,howisit?

Me:Perfect,nooneevergoesthere.

Mymotherisstillwaitingforthe

changeofnamesanditwilltake

months.Let'stakeherthere...

Lolo:(grabbedclothes)Dressup

Lettyandpleasetrynottobleedon

thecarseat,Hubbyisveryparticular

aboutacleancar...(stood)let'scarry

hertogethersetsekelapilejaanong...

Me:Wehavetotiehermouthfirst.

shewillscreamontheway



Lolograbbedaheadscarfandtied

hermouth,minuteslaterwestepped

outofthehousecarryinghertothe

caraswelookedaroundtomake

surenoonecouldseeus.

Apolicecardrovethoughthegate

thenLolodroppedherside,idropped

mineandwebothmovedbackas

thepoliceofficerssteppedoutofthe

car....

Officer:what'sgoingon?Neighbours

saidtherewasabeatinggoingon



here...

Oneoftheofficersremovedthe

headscarffromLetty'smouthasshe

burstedintotears...

Letty:Theyweretryingtokillme,they

weretakingmetoahousenoone

uses...

Officer:(tous)What'sgoingon?Gale

bue?Akereisawyoucarryingher

intothecarnowyou'resuddenly

statues?

Officer2:Cuffthem,lookwhatthey

havedonetoher...Whatkindof



womendothistoanotherwoman?

Lolo:Canipleasetalktomyhusband

tobe?IneedtotellhimIwon'tbe

homeontimesohecanpickthe

children

Officer:Befastoredielanako..

ShedialedAatile...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Hey,thepolicearetakingme.I

don'tknowwhenI'llbeout..

Aatile:Forwhat?

Lolo:Ican'texplainnow,justwanted



totellyoubythewaythey'retaking

metogetherwithDidi.Bye

Shehungupandtheyescortedherto

thecarasIwaitedforKentopick..

Ken:Babe

Me:Thepolicearearrestingme

Ken:Shit,isthisaboutLetty?

Me:Yes,bye

Theotherroughofficerpushedme

andIalmostfellasiwalkedtowards

thebackofthecarandgotinwith



otherofficers.

LoloandIwatchedfromthecaras

theyhelpedLettyup....

AtMaunPolicestation....

Wewalkedintothepolicestationas

peoplestaredatusprobably

wonderingwhatwedid.

Theygotourstatementsand

fingerprintsthenoneofficerescorted

ustotheback....



Officer:(tohisjunior)Lockthemup,

santsereisavictimkospatela...We

willtalktothemonMonday,wewant

toenjoyourweekendinpeace...

Lolo:iwantalawyer

Officer:You'llgetitonMonday,mxm

gatwelawyers...ihavethepowerto

holdyouherefor48hoursjustfor

control,lenaleattitudenebanyana

kelona?Laitsegoredicelltsapolice

dikgonagoleclapamasigo?Don't

daretrythatonme

Me:(whispered)Lolokeepquiet

Officer:What'sthat?



Me:Iwasjustsayingsheshouldkeep

quiet

Officer:Takethemaway...

Heescortedustothecells,icould

smellallkindsofsmellfroma

distancewithallthelongwalls

withoutwindows,itwasdarkand

therewasnothinginsideexceptone

lightsmellyblanket...

Lolo:Sheisclaustrophobic,shecan't

belockedinhere

Constable:Catastrophykegohe

jaanong?lennelangdirebeleka



malwetsenyana

Me:Ican'tbehere...Thereareno

windowsandit'sdark

Constable:YabolayaCatastrophy?

(wekeptquiet)Ifitdoesn'tkillyou'll

befine,ethokaspraylikeAsthma?

(wekeptquiet)bye

Wewalkedinthenhelockedus

insideandwalkedawayasistoodby

thebarstryingtobreathinandout,

Lolosatdownfanningherselfand

finallybentoverthrowinguponthe

corner.



Hervomitsplashedaroundandsome

ofitfellonmyfeet;itsmelledlike

garlicandicouldn'tholdmyself,i

bentoverandthrewuponmycorner

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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Atthepolicestation....

LateronAatilesteppedoutofthecar

withthekidsandlockedthecarthen

hewalkedinthepolicestationand

spoketotheofficerondutywho

explainedwhathappened....

Aatile:(shocked)Shedidwhat?

Officer:Yeahandtheladyhasbeen

takentothehospital-

Aatile:Soshewillbeintheholding



cellforhowlong?

Officer:HaeseMondayhela..

Aatile:Caniseeher?

Officer:You'renotallowedtoseeher

Aatile:It'smoreofmeaskingfora

favourthanademand.Keagokopa

boss...Ihave2kids9and5onmy

ownforthewholeweekendyetI'llbe

onduty.Iworkinahospitalrebereka

kadishiftjustlikeyouhere...Please

understand...Evenifyouletmeinko

diselengsoicantalktoherI'llstill

appreciateit.

Officer:(lookingatMayaandBaby

sittingonthebencheslikelost



puppies)Okay,justforaminute...Go

tothatdoor,I'llaskoneofthe

officerstobringherover.

Aatile:Thanks...

Theofficerwalkedawaythenhebent

overtalkingtothekids...

Aatile:I'mgoingthatside,I'llbeback

Maya:Whatarewedoinghere?

Aatile:I'mcertifyingmyID

Baby:Whatiscertifying?

Aatile:Justsitthereanddon'tgo

anywhere...Mayawatchyourlittle



sisterokay?

Maya:(heldBaby'shand)Okay...

Hewalkedtowardstheroomand

waitedwithhisheaddown,minutes

laterthedooropenedandLolo

walkedin...

Aatilestoodupwithaseriousand

lookedather...

Aatile:(angrily)What'sgoingon?

Lolo:DidihadafightwithLettyand

shecalledme,ihelpedhercleanup



butthepolicefoundustogetherand

arrestedus,ikn-

Aatile:I'mjustwonderingifI'm

makingamistakemarryingyouLolo

waitse,itseemsikeepgettingone

redflagafteranother...(angrily)I

don'tknowaboutyoubutIhavea

career!Adignifiedjobthatdoesn't

needmehangingaroundpolice

stationslikethis...I'mnotaboutthat

kindoflifestyle.

Lolo:Babeiunderstandyou'reangry

but-

Aatile:Andidon'tknowifyou'rereally

readyforthismarriage.Weare



gettingmarriedinafewmonthsbut

i'mnotseeingacharacterofawifein

you...FirstyoucallAonetohelpyou

killmysonandnowyou'rehere

becauseyouhelpedsomeonetobeat

upanotherperson.Whyareyouso

ghetto?Can'tyouseethatifweget

marriedthiscanaffectmycareer?

GonejaanaIhavetobeatthe

hospitalinanhourandyou'rehere,

nooneisbabysittingthekidskedire

jang?Shouldimisswork?Just

yesterdayiwastellingyouthatI'm

swampedatworkbecauseother

techniciansareonleavethenyoudo

this?Ican'tmissworkbecausethe



hospitalcan'tfunctionwithoutme,

doctorscan'thelppatientsifI'mnot

theretogivethemtheresultsthey

needforadiagnosisandyouhave

mestuckwithchildrenkadilodisele

tsedintsengjaana?

Shekeptquietasheangrilyscolded

heruntilhecouldn'tsayanymore

thenhesighedfrustratedlyandsat

down,shesatnexttohimandrubbed

hisback...

Lolo:I'msorry....

Aatile:(pushedherhand)Don'ttouch



me,youneedtogrowup.Ican'tkeep

doingthis...Whyshouldtherebe

dramaallthetime?Ifitsnotthisit's

that,can'tyoujustthinkandactright?

Maybeweshouldpostponethis

weddingthingandseeifweare

makingtherightdecision.

Lolo:I'msorry...

Aatile:(stood)Idon'tevenknowwhat

I'mgoingtodowiththekidsbecause

boLorrainearen'thome...Nannyle

enegaayomoMaun,waaboraAlone

Lolo:Justleavethemhomeby

themselves,Mayaisoldenoughto

lookafterBaby.Theywillbeokay,i



usedtobelefthomealonewhenI

waswayyoungerthanthem

Aatile:Gaobuesepe...

Hewalkedoutandtheofficertook

Lolobacktothecell...

Atthehospital....

Thepoliceofficerswalkedinwith

Lettywhosefacewascompletely

swollenenclosinghereyesasshe

struggledtokeephereyesopenwith

anupperliplyingheavilyonherlower



lip....

Thepoliceofficersgreetedthe

patientsqueuingthereandaskedto

beexcusedforskippingthequeue,

theyallnoddedandtheofficers

escortedLettyinsidethenwaited

outside.

Thedoctor'sattendedherforafew

minutesthenshewalkedoutwitha

pinkmedicalcardandthedoctors

report,herphonerang...

Letty:Hello?



Ken:Heybeautiful,iheardwhat

happened.Whereareyou?

Letty:(startedcrying)At

Letsholathebe

Ken:Ketegogotsaya?

Letty:Why?Aren'tyoutheonewho

toldher?

Ken:Eh-ehbeautifulemapele...Dilo

tsedingwegadibuiwemophone,

canicomegetyouthenwerelaxand

youtellmewhathappened?Because

ialsohavemyversionofthestory.I

didn'tknowDidiwoulddothis,I'm

equallydisappointed.

Letty:Howlongwillittake?



Ken:10minutes,I'llbethere.Just

waitbythemainentrance.

Letty:Okay...

Shehungupandturnedtothepolice

officer...

Letty:Ihavetowaitforsomeoneat

theentrancebutI'llbeatthepolice

stationtosubmitthedoctor'sreport.

Officer:Aomma,wewastedthefuel

comingherekanteyouhavepeople

whocouldhavebroughtyou?This

carcouldhavehelpedsomeonewho

neededourhelpmorethanyou



Letty:I'mreallysorry...

Officer:Pleasesubmitthosesoonas

possible

Letty:thankyou...

Sheturnedaroundandwalked

away....

InKen'scar...

MinuteslaterKendrovethroughthe

hospital...

Lore:HowbadisthegirlDidibeatup?



Ken:Idon'tknowbutitcan'tbethat

badDidiistoogentle,idon'tthink

shecanhurtafly..Sheprobably

slappedhertwiceifnotthreetimes..

Lore:Sheseemsrevengefultome

Ken:(laughed)Really?Howso?

Lore:Shehasahitlistorsomething

likethat

Ken:(laughedoutloud)Mygirlhasa

hitlist?(laughedandleanedback)

you'vegottolovethisgirl

Lore:Youshouldn'tbeencouraging

her

Ken:(laughed)I'mnot,it'sjustfunny...

What'sshehittingfor?



Lore:Shesaidpeoplewhohurther,

it'schildish

Ken:Wow...Whowould'vethought

Lore:Sheneedscounselling

Ken:(laughed)Pxxxcomeon...Don't

beawhiteperson...

Lore:It'salittledisturbingtome

Ken:Loosenup..

Herolleddownthewindowashe

turnedthesteeringwheelonthe

hospitaldrop-offthenLettystoodup

andapproachedthecar.…..



Ken:(whisperedinshock)Holyshit!

WTF?

Lore:(frowned)Jesus

Lettygotinthebackandclosedthe

doorthenbothbrothersturnedtothe

backlookingatherinshock...

Ken:Whathappenedtoyou?

Letty:Didibeatme,shekickedmeon

thefaceseveraltimes

Lore:DidihelaDidi?

Letty:Yes

Ken:Wow...



Kendroveoutofthehospitaland

laterparkednexttotheparkwhere

hesteppedoutfromthefrontand

joinedherinthebackwhileLore

jumpedinthefront...

Ken:I'mreallysorryforwhat

happened,ifiknewshewoulddothis

Iwouldn'thavesentittoher.Alliwas

tryingtodowasproveherwrong

becauseyoudidn'twanttotellher

thetruthandshewasnaggingme

aboutit.Ijustthinkallthelying

wasn'tnecessarybutanywaynowwe



haveaproblem,ineedyourfavour.…i

needyoutodropthecase.Didiisnot

well,shewasreleasedfromthe

hospitalyesterday,idon'tthinksheis

fittobeinthere.

Letty:Afterwhatshedidtome?

Ken:Let'sberealistic,ifyoulether

spendaweekendintheholdingcell,

shewillbeoutbyMondayandthen

maybeTuesdayshewillbeincourtor

maybemonthsafterwhereshewill

getthreemonthsinjailthenwhat

wouldyougain?Attheendoftheday

yougotthebeating,shegetsaslittle

as3monthsandwemoveon...

Sometimesthelawisn'tthebest



optionbecauseevenifshegetsfined

youwon'tgetthemoney,itgoesto

thestatebutI'mgivingyouachance

tosentenceher.Atleastthatwayyou

willbenefitsomethingfromallthese...

Letty:HowcanibesureI'llevenget

whatiwant?Whatcanyouofferme?

Ken:You'reabeautifulwomanwith

needsandamanlikemecantake

careofthoseneedswithouta

complaint,thatiguaranteeyou....

(smiled)ThinkofmeasSanta

clause....It'sChristmas...Makea

wishbabygirlandI'llmakeitreality...

Letty:Iwant2K



Ken:(tohisbrother)Drivetothe

policestation...(tookouthisphone)

What'syournumberketsenyemadi?

Shereluctantlygavehimthenumber

andheewalletedherimmediately,the

wayhequicklytransferredthemoney

sheregrettedtheamountshe

charged,clearlyheexpectedmore

thanshedemandedandhedidn't

wanttowastetimebeforeshecould

changehermind.....

Letty:(receivedthemoney)2Kistoo

littleforthisbeatingIwant5K



Ken:Iaskedforanumber;yousaid

2Kandnow5K?don'teventhink

aboutpullingafunnystuntonme...If

youthinkyou'regoingtoblackmail

meandextortmoneyfrommeyou're

wrongandplayingadangerousgame

becauseIshouldn'tevenbebegging

you,youstartedallthesebytouching

meinappropriately...Thatwassexual

harassmentandicanreportyoufor

thatbecauseistillhaveyourvoice

noteadmittingtotouchingmeand

lyingaboutittoherwhichis

defamationofcharacter,don't

mistakenmygenerosityforstupidity.

Iwastryingtosympathisewithyou



wenayouwanttoturnmeintoan

ATMmachine?

Letty:(sadly)2Kosiameee...

Atthepolicestation....

AboutanhourlaterKenandLore

waitedoutsidewhileLettyspoketo

theofficeronduty....

Officer:Ihearyoubuttheofficerwho

assistedyouistheonewhocanfillin

thedismissalforyou,wejust

changedtheshiftsandheisnothere.



Cometomorrowmorningandwewill

sortitout..

Letty:Whataboutthepeoplethey

arrested?Can'ttheybereleased?

Officer:No,pleasecometomorrow

morning,theywillassistyou.

Letty:Thanks...

Shewalkedoutandexplaineditallto

Kenwhowalkedinandrequestedto

standasidewiththeofficerwherehe

triedtonegotiate...

Officer:Ihearyoumymanbutthere



isnothingicandonow,asyoucan

seeweareverybusy...

Ken:Wecantalkanotherlanguage

Officer:Idon'tspeakthatlanguage,i

doeverythingbythebookandI'm

tellingyoupeopletocometomorrow.

Ken:(lookedaroundandputarollon

hishand)I'msurewiththeright

incentiveyoucangothroughall

troubletofindthosefilesandassist

us....

Officer:(puthishandinthepocket)I

canguesswhatIwasdoingcan

pauseforaminutewhileigolookfor

thatfilebutI'mnotpromising



anything.

Ken:Thankyou....

Intheholding

Laterthatafternoonapoliceofficer

approachedandunlockedthebars

thenheopenedforus...

Constable:Let'sgo...

Wefollowedhimoutsidewithout

sayinganythingandtheminuteI

walkedintheofficeKensmiledatme



naughtilythenhestoodupandI

jumpedintohis,heswungmeonce

andputmedownthenhegaveme

longsoftkiss...

Constable:Publicindecency

morena...Gagosunanwemoofising

yapuso...

Ken:(holdingmywaist)Kesection

mangontheconstitutionketeke

ipalele?

Me:(smackedhischest)BehaveI

don'twanttogobackinthere..

Constable:(tome)Comesignhere...

Thiswomansayssheisdroppingthe



casesoyoucansettleyour

differencesoutofcourt.

Me:Okay..

Wesignedthepapersandlaterall

walkedoutofthepolicestationas

KenheldmyhandwhileLore,Lolo

andLettywalkedbehindus.

Iactedlikeididn'tseeLettywasall

swollenupbecauseiknewshedidn't

releaseoutofthegoodnessofher

heart,myman'smoneyconvincedher

-theverythingthatmotivatedherto

lieinthefirstplace.



Aswesteppedoutofthebuildingi

tookadeepbreathenjoyingthefresh

airoffreedomthenKentickledme

andistaggeredawayfromhimbut

hegrabbedmeupfrombehindand

walkedoutthegatecarryingmeas

webothlaughedandgiggledheading

tothecar...

MeanwhileLettyturnedtothetaxis

thenLoreandLoloquietlywalked

towardsthecar....

AtLolo'sHouse....



Kenparkedthecar,Loloandi

steppedoutandwalkedintheyard

asAatilegotinthecarholdinghis

coat...

Lolo:(smiled)Hey...

Aatile:(straightface)Hi...

Hestartedthecarandturnedaround

drivingtothegatewhereKenwas

parkingstandingoutsidehavinga

smoke.AatilewaitedhopingKen

wouldmovethecarbuthedidn'tthen

hehonked,Kenlookedathimonce



andcontinuedtosmokelikehedidn't

hearanything...

Aatile:(impatientlystuckhisheadout)

tshabahookeleitile...

Kenwalkedoversmokingandleaned

inthecarholdinghiscigarettestaring

athimthenhepuffedthesmoke

over.....

Ken:Athankyouforbringingmy

fiancéhomewouldbemuch

better...whereisyourboyfriend?The

oneyouweregossipingwithatthe



hospital?

Aatilekeptquiet,Kentappedthe

cigarettedroppingthehotblack

ashesonhiswhitecoatastheyboth

staredatoneanotherthenhetwisted

itonthecoatandthrewitonhis

face...

Ken:Pieceofshit...

Hegotbackinthecarandhonkedas

Aatileglaredathimstillsittinginthe

car.



Irushedoutofthehouseandgotin

thecarthenKenreversedthecarand

droveoff......

4MONTHSLATER.......

*

*

*

*

*

.

.



.

.

[9/3,11:39PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴35

AtKasane.....

BayangopenedthedoorthenKelly

walkedin,heclosedthedoorandput

hisarmsaroundherkissingher,they

staggeredacrossthefloorandended

upinthebedroomwheretheyfellon

thebedandthrewofftheirclothes,



Bayangspreadherlegsandgot

betweenherlegsasshemoaned

thenhecurvedhimselfinherasshe

huggedhimwithherlegs.Hestruck

herseveraltimesandclosedhiseyes

tightlyashegruntedontopofher...

Bayang:Wow....Mmm

Kelly:(smiledandkissedhim)Ilove

you...

Hecollapsednexttoherandputher

headonhischestthenhetangled

theirfingerstogether...



Bayang:(kissedherforehead)Ilove

youmore...

Kelly:Thereissomethingihaveto

tellyou

Bayang:What'sup?

Kelly:I'mpregnant...

Hetookadeepbreathandkissedher

forehead...

Bayang:Okay...4monthspregnant

right?

Kelly:Yes..(smiledandliftedher

headlookingathim)Howdoyou



knowthat?

Bayang:Ifiguredifyou'renoton

contraceptivesithappenedonthe

firstfewweeks,whyaren'tyouon

contraption?

Kelly:(smiled)Ididn'thavea

boyfriendbesidesilikebabies,iwant

ababy...(touchedhischinandkissed

him)Andonethatlookslikeyouwill

beablessing

Bayang:(laughed)Let'shopeit'sa

boy,ilikeboys

Kelly:Youalreadyhaveaboy..When

amigoingtoseehim?

Bayang:Thatremindsme,myboyis



havingabachelorpartytomorrow

night,let'stakearoadtriptoMaun,

maybeyou'llseemysonandmeet

myfriendsandfamily...

Kelly:I'dlovethatibileIwon'tbe

working...(touchedherhair)ohGodi

havetodomyhairMaunpeoplewill

wonderwhichcattleposticome

from

Bayang:(laughed)You'rebeautiful

andthey'regoingtoloveyou...

Shegotupandstoodbythemirror

checkingoutherhairthenAone

called,hestoodupandwalked



outsideputtingonhisshorts...

Bayang:I'mgoingtothekitchen...

Kelly:Okay...

Hesteppedoutthroughthekitchen

backdoorandpicked...

Bayang:yeah

Aone:(lowvoice)Hey...

Bayang:What'swrong?

Aone:(shakyvoice)Ihavejustbeen

servedwithsomedivorcepapers,

what'sgoingon?



Bayang:(glancedatthedoor)Babe

youknowwegrewapart,thatlast

timewehadafightwithoursonin

thehouseifeltbad.Ithinkweshould

justpartpeacefully.

Aone:Isthisaboutwhatididwith

Lolo?Becauseistoppedallthat,i

stoppedhangingwithLolo.My

mothertalkedtomeandalliwantis

toworkonmymarriage.

Bayang:It'snolongeraboutDidior

Lolo,it'saboutme.I'mnotfeeling

thisanymoreandiwanttomoveon..

Kelly:(standingatthedoor)Babe?



Thegameisstarting

Bayang:(blockedthephoneand

smiledather)I'mcoming...(shewent

backinsidethenheputthephone

backonhisear)Idon'twantadirty

divorcesoyoucangetourcar

becauseyouhaveourson,I'llkeep

theloandebtofourwedding.Itwill

take5yearstopayoffbutI'mgood.

Aone:Whowastalkinginthe

background?

Bayang:I'msharingahouse,in

Kasanehospitalstuffsharewith

others

Aone:Isn'tthatagovernment



hospital?Bayangiknowthat

governmentofficialswhoaremarried

don'tshare,you'regivenahouseand

youstayalone.

Bayang:InKasaneit'sdifferent,you

knowthereisshortageof

accommodationonthehealthy

sector.Anywayihavetogowatch

thegame

Aone:Whencanicall?Weneedto

talk

Bayang:EishI'mreallynotsure

becauseI'llbewatchingthe

highlightsaftergongweharepeateka

tsenaketaelebella,justwaitformy



call.I'llcallyou

Aone:I'mgoingtofightforthis

marriageBayang,iloveyouandi

won'tloseyou.

Bayang:bye

Hehungupandwalkedbackinthe

house....

AtKen'sMotor's...

Isteppedoutoftheofficeputtinga

lollipopinmymouthandlockedthen

Loresteppedoutandleanedagainst



hisdoorlookingatme...

Lore:Whereareyougoing?

Me:I'mgoingtobuymyfrienda

presentforherbridalshower...

Lore:Lolo?

Me:Yeah..

Lore:Sheisbeautiful

Me:(laughed)And?

Lore:(laughed)Andwhat?Don'tbe

puttingwordsinmymouth...

Me:Okay,bye...

Lore:Wait...Um..whenistheparty?



Me:Thisafternoon...

Lore:I'llcallyou..Iwanttobuyhera

present

Me:Whatkind?

Lore:I'llfigureitoutlater,I'mnotsure

yet...Isshematerialistic?

Me:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Lore:wouldsheappreciatetobe

showeredwithgiftsorshewould

wantaspecialmomentatacertain

placelikeseeingOkavangoor

travelling

Me:Well,I'mnotsureabouttravelling

butI'msureeverywomanwouldlove

tobeshoweredwithgiftsevenifshe



makesherownmoney,besidesLolo

andigrewupwithnothingsoweget

easilyimpressedbecausewenever

experiencedcertainthingsgrowing

up

Lore:Alright...What'sherfavourite

colour?

Me:SeriouslyLorecomeon,ithought

youandmeareclosebuddies,what

areyouplanning?

Lore:Agift,thereisnothingtotell.

I'mjustbrainstorming...Color?

Me:It'swhite,sheloveswhiteshe

canevenwearwhitesneakerstothe

cattlepost,sometimessheloves



brown

Lore:okay

Me:(smiledpointingathim)You're

sneaky

Lore:(smiledandclosedhisoffice

door)You'resick....

IunlockedmyredJeepandfroma

distanceasthelightsflushedtheni

openedthedoorandthrewmy

handbagintheback,ireachedforthe

silverstylishshadesonthe

dashboardandputthemontheni

startedthecaranddroveoutwitha

redlollipopinmymouth.



Myphonerangasiapproachedthe

trafficrightsthenipicked...

Me:Heybabe

Ken:Heybabe,I'mleavingLusakain

anhour...Howismybarbiedoll?

Me:(smiled)I'mgood...Justleaving

theoffice,I'mgoingtothemall.

Ken:Alright,seeyoulater

Me:Bye

Ihungupandturnedtothemall

suckingmylollipoptheniconnected



myphonetothestereoandclicked

onmyplaylist.

Thereisnothingsoulfullikelistening

tomusicwhiledrivingalonenodding

yourheadenjoyingthesweetnessof

somethingassimpleasalollipop.…it

wasthenthatirememberedhowi

triedtocommitsuicide,iwouldhave

diedbeforedrivingaredjeeplet

alonebeadrugdealer'sbarbiedoll.

Atthemall....

Minuteslateriparkednextto



Bayang'scarasAonesteppedback

carryingherson,ilockedmineand

walkedawayasshewalkedbehind

me...

Aone:Hi...Didi?

Ipausedandturnedaroundtaking

outmylollipopthenshesmiledtrying

toshakemyhandbutijustlookedat

itandsmiledatBayang'slittlecopy,

heshowknewhowtomultiply...

Aone:Canwetalk?



Me:Yesbutmakeitfast,ihaveto

go...

Aone:Iknowthatnoamountof

sorriescanbringbackyoursonand

you'llprobablyneverforgivemebuti

justhavetosayitbecauseiteatsme.

I'msorrythatIgotinvolvedinwhat

Lolowasdoing...Ithinkbynowboth

youandIknowthatiwasintimidated

byyourpresenceinBayang'slife.

Partofmebelieveditwashisandif

thebabylivedlongenoughforhimto

knowhewouldhavedivorcedme.

The4yearsiwasdatingBayang

beforewegotmarriedyouwereallhe

couldtalkabout,hewasbitterandi



hatedyouthoughididn'tknowyou.I

knowmyapologymakesno

differencebutihadtosayit.

Me:Yeah,itmakesnodifference

Aone:Iunderstandyouranger,I'm

holdingmybabyandyouhave

nothing...Iwishyoucouldseeinmy

heartandseethatI'mreallysaying

thisfromthebottomofmyheart.

Bayangobatadivorce,everythingisa

messandithinkGodispunishingme

forwhatIdidtothatinnocentbaby.I

wonderifthereisasecondchance

forme...Pleaseforgiveme

Me:Youmadeyourbednowlieonit...



Iwalkedawayputtingthekeysinmy

handbag,Ifeltsorryforherbutnot

enoughtoforgiveher.….

Atthehospitalrooftop....

TshepowalkedoverasAatilequietly

staredattheneighbourhoodfromthe

topwithhishandsinthepocketsof

hiswhitecoat..

Theybothstoodtogetherenjoying

theview...



Tshepo:What'sup?Youbeenvery

quietlately...

Aatile:(sadlylookeddownandsighed)

Ijustwishlovehadmanualsoican

followthat,IlovedLolosincetheday

imether...LastweekBabyMayawas

legallydeclaredmydaughter,I'm

happyaboutitandI'mexcitedabout

buildingafamily...Havingawife,two

kidsandoneboyontheway...I

shouldbehappybutijusthavethis

feelingthatLolodoesn'treallylove

methewaysheshould.Sheis

hangingwithDidiandtheydon't

behaveproperlytogetherandthen



Didi'sboyfriendhatesme,likethis

guyreallyhatesme....Whenitalkto

LoloaboutcuttingDidioutofour

livesshesaysishouldn'tchooseher

friends,amibeingunreasonable?

Tshepo:Ofcoursenot,ifyoufeellike

someoneisthreattoyourmarriage

theyshouldbegonekanasheisyour

wife,yabogirlfriendehediletheday

youpaidbogadiforher.

Aatile:IjustfeellikeI'mthebadguy

forwantingDidiandLoloapart,it

couldhavebeenbetteriftheyhated

eachother,wewerehappybefore

theymadeupnowit'sDidithisDidi

that...Ijusthopeafterthewedding



shewillchange

Tshepo:Maybeshewillchange

Aatile:Tellmecanagroombuythe

brideapresentonherbridalshower?

Lolo'sbridalshoweristonight..

Tshepo:Ithinksoakeregotshwana

lepartykanajang?

Aatile:Assoonasweknockoffke

batagomochekela

somethingnyana...Wecango

togetherwenaoitsedilotse

Tshepo:Sure,willdefinitelyhelp...

AtWilliamsHotel....



Laterthatafternoontherewasa

beautifulorangesunsetasianda

groupofabout20ladiessatonthe

fluffycarpetinthebackyardgarden

oftheWilliamsHotel,afewfeetfrom

uswasalargewaterpondwhere

duckswereswimmingwhilebirds

twittedonthebigangelicwater

fountain...

Eachofusheldasmalltraywitha

longglassofadrinkwithastraw

insideandasmallbowlfordesertas

wecheeredforLoloapproachingin



herlongwhitedressandapink

ribbonacrossprinted"Bridetobe",

shewaschubbyandyoucouldn't

countthenumberoffoldsherneck

asherlittlebumpshowedonthe

dress...

Hercousingotupandpressedplay

ontheradiothenshemetherhalfway

andheldherhandsdancingwithher

asweallcheered.Brenda'sIt'syour

weddingdayplayedasweallcheered

evenmore

Hercousin:Yeeeeehlet'swelcome



MrsAatiletobe....Comegetup

ladies...

Thedresscodewasshortwhite

dressesandwedidn'tdisappoint,we

allgotupanddancedasthe

photographercapturedafewfun

momentsthenweallsatdown

sippingourdrinks,ireachedinmy

bagandpouredalittlebitofvodkain

mydrinkasLorraineslappedmy

hand...

AtAatile'shouse....



LaterthateveningAatilespoketothe

phoneashedroppedtheredrose

paddlesonthefloor...

Aatile:(smiled)Howisyour

grandmother?

Maya:Sheisfine

Baby:(excitedly)Shemademakgabe

forme

Aatile:That'sgood,youshouldtell

youraunttosendmeyourpictures.

GuysI'llcallyoutomorrowokay?

Baby:Bye,iloveyoudaddy

Aatile:Iloveyoutoobutterfly



Maya:Loveyou

Aatile:Loveyoumorebabe

Hehungupandlookedaroundthe

romanticscenethenhegrabbedthe

balloonpumpandtiedalotof

balloons,hisphonerang...

Aatile:Yeah

Bayang:(musiconthebackground)

I'monmyway

Aatile:Waiimonnamathakaako

tirongfailedtoorganisethebachelor

party



Bayang:Yourbrotherjustcalledme,

wehavesomethinginmind.

Aatile:Alright

Bayang:Shap..

Hehungupandmadethelast

touchesthenhedroveout.....

AttheWilliamsHotel......

Laterthateveningthecolourfulbulbs

litthelawnareaaswecontinued

havingdrinksjustchillingonthelawn

listeningtomusic....



Loreapproachedthelawnasthe

ladiesturnedlookingathim...

Woman:Dickprintwee...Yoojesos!

Woman2:Keziptheng,leavehimfor

me

Lorraine:Haveyoueverlookedata

manandsaidyoenekebataa

mpalamehelagorekeutwegore

lethekaoletshikinyajang

Me:(wealllaughed)Lebuadilo

theng,you'reallgoingtohell



Loresmiledgreetingusandsquatted

nexttoLolo...

Lore:Hey...

Lolo:Hi...Whatareyoudoinghere?

Lore:Ihaveapresentforyou...

Hehandedherasmallboxthenshe

smiledconfusedandopenedit,acar

keyfellonthegroundthenhepicked

itandputitonherhand...

Lolo:(smiled)Lore....What'sthis?



Hegrabbedherhandandledher

awayasweallfollowedthemtothe

parkinglotwhilethephotographer

tookmoreandmorepictures....

Woman:Isitacarkey?

Me:Ithinkso,isawitfalling

Lorraine:It'snotpossible..

Woman:Keenegroom?

Lorraine:No,thebrothertoDidi's

boyfriend.They'renotevenclosehao

bonekesadumeleelekoloi...

WegottotheparkinglotasLore



blockedhereyesandmadeherstand

nexttoaVWthenhemovedher

handsoffherface,Lolojumped

screaminglikeawoman...

Lolo:Isitmine?

Lore:(smiled)Yes..Happy...Um...

Bridalshower

Lolo:(smiledwalkingaroundit)Stop

joking...Whywouldyoudothisfor

me?Wedon'teven-Wearenot

close...(itwasshining)OhGod..

Lore:Getin...



Lologotinandstartedtheengine,it

wasperfectthenshecoveredher

facecrying.

Lorehelpedheroutofthecarand

huggedherasAatileparkedtwocars

awayfromusbutnoneofuscould

seehimatthatpointbecausewe

wereallcrowdedadmiringthecar

whileLologotallemotionalcrying...

Shehuggedhimtightlyandherubbed

herbackgently...

Lore:(smiled)Stopcryingagain



you'rehurtingthebaby..…

Lolo:(cryingshylyfacingus)You

guysgobacktothelawn,

photographerpleasestoptaking

picturesofmecrying,go...Justgo...

Weallhuggedherandwalkedback

tothegardenchattingcompletely

surprisedthenLorehandedhera

tissueastheystoodbythecar.

Sherubbedhereyesandhuggedhim

emotionallythenheleanedoverand

softlykissedherasAatilequietly

closedhiscar.



Heapproachedastheybothsoftly

kissedwiththeireyesclosed,he

clearedhisthroatandtheystopped....

Aatile:Babewhat'sthis?

Lolo:(herheartskippedandshe

coveredhermouth)OhGod

Lore:(openedthedoor)Getinthecar

LologotinthecarshakingthenLore

closedthedoorandmetAatile

halfway...



Aatile:(angrily)Getoutofmyway,I'm

nottalkingtoyou

Lore:(heldhimback)Shecan'ttalkto

yourightnow

Aatile:(pushedhishands)Don'tput

yourhandsonme,Iwanttotalkto

mywife

Lore:Nevercountyoureggsbefore

theyhatch...(heldhimback)Lolo

can'ttalktoyourightnow,can'tyou

seesheisscared...Sheisobviously

afraidofyou.Giveheraminute,ota

goithelakolapeng.

Aatile:Wantwaelawaitse

Lore:Wenakewenaontwaelang...



Lolo:(tearfullyopeningthedoor)

AttieI'msorry

Lore:Loloclosethatdoor

Aatile:Lologetoutofthatcar,give

himthekeystohiscar.Don'tdothis

tome.Wegotkids,threekids...

Lore:Wow,really?You'regoingtopull

thekidscard?

Aatile:I'mnottalkingtoyou...Babe

let'sgo,givehimhiskeysretsamae,

wecantalkaboutthisat

home....please...

Shelookedatthekeyandbackat

Aatileagain...



Lolo:It'smine

Aatile:(swallowedtearfully)From

him....Givehimhiskeyssowecan

go...Please

*

*

*

*

*
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AttheWilliamsHotel....

Lololockedthecarandwalked

towardsAatileandLoreasifshe

wouldhandoverthecarkeys.....

Aatile:Thankyou..

Sheputtheminherdresssecret

pocketandfoldedherarmswalking

pastthem...



Aatile:(followedher)Whatareyou

doing?

Lolo:(angrilyturnedaround)Ican't

giveawaymycar

Aatile:Loloyou'renotdoingthisto

me

Lore:(grabbedLolo'shand)Hey...

Canwetalkforasecond?Itwon't

takelong,iwanttogo...

Aatile:(pushedawayLore'shand)

Don'ttouchher

Loreturnedaroundandpushedhim

hardersomuchhestaggered

backwardsandalmostfellonhis



backbutquicklygainedbalanceas

Lorewalkedtowardshimwithan

angryface.

Lore:Don'tevertouchme,doyou

understandme?

Lolo:Canyoutwostopitbeforewe

getkickedoutofthehotelplease

Theirfacetofaceconfrontation

paintedabigdifferenceofheightand

bodystrengthasAatilelookedupat

him.LoreturnedbackandheldLolo's

handwalkingasidewithher.



Aatile'sthroatcrackedashewaited

lookingatthemthenhegotbackin

hiscarandleanedtowardsthe

steeringastearsdropped.He

rememberedhisfather'swordsabout

cryingandleanedbacklookingup

takingadeepbreathblinkingseveral

timestogetridofthetears...

MeanwhileLoresoftlyputhishand

onLolo'schesttocheckher

heartbeat...

Lore:Areyouokay?You'renot

supposedtobescaredlikethis



Lolo:I'mfine...

Lore:Isthebabyokay?

Lolo:(sherubbedhertummy)Yeah...

Lore:Givemeyourphone...(she

handedhimthephone)I'msavingmy

numberasLore,pleasecallmeifyou

needhelp,idon'ttrustyourboyfriend.

Helooksangryandhemightharass

youfromhere.

Lolo:Thanks...

Shehadneverseenamanwithsuch

gutsandstubbornness,thewayhe

haddominatedAatilewasjust...It

wascrazy,hewasamanthatknew



whathewantedandwasn'tgoingto

letageekinawhitecoatstophim.

Clearlyhewasabadbadbadboyand

perhapsthatkisshadleftaseedof

attraction...HewasKen'sbrother

afterall-itraninthefamily...

Hecalmlysavedthenumberand

pagedhimselfthenhetookouthisto

savehers,hegavebackthephone

thenhehuggedherandwalkedher

backtothecar...

MeanwhileAatiletookadeepbreath

andlookeddowntohidehisreddish



eyesasLoreopenedthedoorforher

thenshegotinthepassengerside,

heclosedthedoorwhileAatile

quietlylookedoutsidethewindow....

Lore:Putyourseatbelt,Goodnight..

Lolo:Thanks

LoreglancedatAatilewitha'dare

questionmebruh'look,Aatilequietly

startedthecaranddroveoutofthe

hotel.Hischestwasstillrecovering

fromthatmassivepushonthechest

andheknewLorewaslookingforan

opportunitytostrike,actuallyhimand



hisbrotherclearlyprovokedhimwith

theintentiontoretaliate...

AtAatile'sHouse....

LateronLolofollowedhimashe

unlockedthehouseandwalkedin,he

tookoffhist-shirtandwentfora

showerasLolostoodatthedoor

lookingattheromanticview-balloons

androsepaddles....Itwasniceyes

butitwasjusttooclichéandher

heartwasstillbackattheVW...

Itwasaround7pmbutshewent



straighttobedandswitchedofthe

lights,minuteslaterAatilesatonthe

edgeofthebedandsighed

thoughtfully...

Aatile:Weneedtotalkaboutthatcar

Lolo:I'mnotgivingawaymycarjust

becauseyoudon'ttrustme

Aatile:(angrily)WhatdoyoumeanI

don'ttrustyou?Wasn'thekissingyou?

Hehadhistonguedownyourthroat...

Whatdoyouwantfromthesethugs?

You'rechildishifyoufindamanlike

thatattractive,whatdoyouwant

fromme?



Sheignoredhimthenhepeeledthe

sheetsoffandturnedheraround...

Aatile:You'renotkeepinganother

man'scar!

Lolo:Orwhat?what'stheother

optionsoicanpickit?

Shesnatchedthesheetsbackand

laiddownasAatilesatonthebed

lookingather...

Aatile:(tearfullycalm)Babeplease



don'tdothis...You'regivingthisguy

theammunitiontodisrespectme,

pleasetellmeyoudidn'tliketheway

hetalkedme.Weareengaged,you're

supposedtorespectme.Icaughtyou

kissinganotherman...(shakyvoice)

Andyouhaven'tevenapologisedfor

that....Comeon....

Tearsfilledhiseyesthenheturned

aroundandcoveredhisfacetryingto

gatheralittlestrength,Lologotup

andhuggedhimfrombehind,he

tearfullyheldherhandsandturned

aroundkissingher.



Hestillcouldn'tgetridofLore'sface

buthesolderedon,hisfathersaidto

buryhispainandtakeitlikeaman.

Hedidjustthat-kissinghersoftly

gettingbetweenherlegsashepulled

outhisboxerbriefs,meanwhileLolo

kissedbackreluctantlyworriedabout

hercarsittingintheparkinglotall

alone.Itcouldgettouredorreported

tothepolice...

Lolo:(pausedkissing)Wait...Wait...I

can't...



Shemovedbackandputonher

clothesasAatilesatonthebed...

Aatile:(lookingather)Whereareyou

going?

Lolo:IforgotmybagwithDidi,iwas

justgoingtoabandonthebridal

showerbutijustrememberedmy

bag.

Aatile:Youhaveyourphone,why

don'twespendtimetogetherandget

ittomorrow?Weneedtotalkabout

whathappened.

Lolo:Myfolicacidandother

supplementsareinthere,idon'twant



togetpoisoned.

Aatile:Youcan'tgo...Weneedto

talk...(angrily)You'rebeginningto

annoyme!Whydoihavetobegyou

whenyoushouldbebeggingmefor

forgiveness?Wearegettingmarried

andyou'recheatingonme,youjust

receivedacarfromhi-

Lolo:Aatiledoyouseriouslyexpect

metogiveupmycarknowingvery

wellthatyouwon'tbuymeacar?My

salarywillnotbeenoughtogetmea

car-

Aatile:Ifyoucan'tgivebackthecar

thentheweddingisoff-



Lolo:Youcanstoptheweddingifyou

want,it'swhatyoulongwanted.It's

notlikeyoureallyloveme...

Aatile:You'repregnantforGodsake!

Thisthugcouldbecarryingallkinds

ofdiseases,Lolo-

Shewalkedoutthenheleanedover

rubbinghisface....

AtGranny'shouse....

Laterthatnightaround9pmjust

aftergoingtobedBabyhysterically



shookherheadonthebedcryingin

hersleep,Mayagotupandswitched

thelightsonthensheshookherlittle

sister.....

Maya:Baby?Baby?

Babygaspedforairandgotup

shakingandcryingthenshetouched

herpantiescheckingthemout...

Maya:Whatareyoudoing?Baby...

(grabbedherstill)Stopcryingyou're

scaringme...



Theirgrandmotheropenedthedoor

andstuckherheadinside...

Granny:Girlsisaidbedtime-

ShepausedandwalkedinasBaby

criedlookingaroundtheroom..

Granny:What'swrong?

Baby:(crying)Amantouchedme...I

wasbleeding...Itwaspainful...

Thegrandmother'sheartskippedand



shelookedinthewardrobeandthe

windowsbutnothingwassuspicious

thensheputBabyonthebedand

tookadeepbreath...

Granny:Caniseewhat'swrong?

Baby:No,mamasaidnooneshould

touchme

Granny:I'mnottouching,ijustwant

tolook.Maybeyouweredreaming

Maya:(heldBaby'shand)Youwere

dreamingbecauseididn'tseethe

man,ididn'thearanything

Baby:(crying)Iwanttogohome....I

wantmymamaanddaddy



Granny:(liftedherupandgently

rubbedherbackwalkingtoher

bedroom)Okay,let'scallmama

okay....

TheysatonthebedasAatile's

mothercalledLolobutherphone

rangunansweredthenshecalledher

son...

Aatile:(sniffles)Hello?

Her:(Babycryinginthebackground)

Attie?IthinkMayahadanightmare

butnowshewon'tgobacktosleep-

shesaysshewantstocomehome



Aatile:Whydon'tyoumakeherwatch

TVorsomething?Orshecansleep

withthelightson

Her:Shelooksterrified,shesaysa

mantouchedherandshewas

bleedin-

Aatile:(jumpedandputonhisclothes)

Didyoutakealookather?Whereis

Maya?

Her:Ithinkshewasdreaming,Maya

didn'thearanythingandshesays

therewasbloodonherpantiesbut

thereisnothing,ichecked.

Aatile:OK,I'llbethereinaminute...



AtKen'shouse....

Laterthatnightitiedmyhead

walkingaroundthehouseinmy

pantiesasiswitchedoffthelights

andwenttobed,iknewKen'sflight

hadlandedhoursbeforebuthehad

anotherdeliveryandiwasn'tsure

whenhewouldbeback...

Itookoffmypantiesandgymbra

theniswitchedoffthelightsandgot

inbed,wheneverKenarrivedfrom

oneofhislongtripshehadtofind

menakedsohecaneasilygetwhat's



hiswithoutastruggle,mymindwas

sodirtyigothornyjustknowinghe

wouldbehomelatethatnight,i

couldn'twaitforhimtosweatallover

meandmakemestandononetoe,

hedidallsortsofthingswithme

sexuallyandilovedthemall....

Acarstoppedoutsidethenismiled

andmovedthecurtainsbutitlooked

liketheVWLorehadgivenLolo....

Iputonmygownandwalkedout

switchingthelightsonasLolo

hurriedover...



Lolo:(panting)Hi...Themmacani

leavemycarherewithyou?

Me:Youabandonedthepartyand

didn'tansweryourphone,what

happened?

Lolo:It'salongstory...Aatileisjust

beingunreasonable,hesaysit's

eitherigiveupthecarorthewedding

endsbut...(reluctantly)His

insecuritiesarejustturningmeoff

Me:Hekindofhasapointdon'tyou

think?Peoplearegoingtomakehim

thetopicofthetownifyoudrive

anotherman'scar



Lolo:KanaAatilewon'tbuymeacar,

whyshouldIleavemycar?

Me:Yeahiunderstandbutwei

haven'ttalkedtoKenandidon'tlike

callinghimwhenheisout,idon't

wanttointerrupt.Can'tyoutalkto

Lore?Hecanparkitathishouse,he

has2parkingspacesunderthe

shadebutheonlyusesone.KenandI

usebothourshades

Lolo:Thatsoundslikeaplan..

Me:Loloihopeyou'renotfallingfor

Lore,you'reweeksawayfromyour

wedding-

Lolo:(frownedandbrushedmeoff)



What?That'schildish...Whywouldi

dothat?Comeon...

ShedialedLoreandwalkedaway

wrappingherhairaroundherfinger

withalittlesmile....

AtGranny'shouse...

LaterthatnightAatilesteppedoutof

thehousecarryingBabyonhis

shoulderwhilstMayaheldhishand...

Aatile:Goodnight



Hismother:Goodnight...IsLoloin

thecar?

Aatile:Ileftherathome,sheis

exhausted...

Hismother:Goodnight...

AatileputBabyonherpinkcarseat

andstrappedherasMayasatnextto

herputtingonherseatbeltthenhe

droveout....

Aatile:(lookingatheronthemirror)

Baby?You'refine...Itwasjusta

dream...



Baby:(tearfully)No,therewasaman

andI'mitching...

Aatile:Mayadidyouhearanything?

Maya:No

Aatile:Stopcrying,wearegoingto

seeadoctor...Okay?Ineedyouto

stopcryingsothatIcandrive

properly,doyouwantustodieina

caraccident?(sheshookherhead)

Thankyousoyouhavetocalmdown

becauseI'mtakingyoutothe

hospital.

Hestoppedatthetrafficlightsand

sighedtryingLolo'snumberwhich



rangunanswered...

AtLore'sHouse....

Meanwhilethephonerang

unansweredinthepassengerseat

whileLoreopenedhishouseshirtless

withasoftsmile...

Lore:Hey...

Lolo:Hiagain...

Heclosedthedoorandplayfullylifted

herupandputheronthecouchas



shelaughed...

Lolo:(laughed)Stopit...

Lore:(satonthecouchandsmiled

lookinginhereyes)I'msorry...I'm

tooplayful...Areyouokay?Ihopehe

didn'thityou

Lolo:No,I'mfine...(reluctantly)Why

didyoubuymeacar?Wearenot

seeingeachotherandI'mgetting

marriedinafewweeks

Lore:Rememberwhenyougotlocked

upwithDidi?Ikindoflikedyouand

yourengagementringstoppedme

butwheniheardaboutyourbridal



showerirealiseditwastheonly

chanceihadatshowingyouhow

muchicareaboutyou.Notall

marriagescomefromGodandif

maybeyearsfromnowyoudivorce

I'dneverforgivemyselfbecausei

heldmyfeelingsbackassumingyou

arehappy.

Lolo:(laughed)I'mpregnant

Lore:Sowhat?Haven'tyouever

heardofguyswhofoundthe

pregnancyandmadeafamilyoutof

that?Iloveyouandiknowyouthinki

don'tknowyoubutihaveheardDidi

talkaboutyourchildhoodandthe

challengesyoutwowentthrough,i



admireyourstrengthandyeahiknow

itsselfishtowantyouknowingAatile

wantsyoubutheynoneofusowns

you,it'syourdecisiontomakegore

whodoyouwant,allineedrightnow

isachancetoprovemyselftoyou.

Youcancarryonwiththewedding

preparationswhileI'mworkingon

showingyoumyloveandI'msure

beforeyourweddingdayyouwould

havereachedadecision....No

pressure

Lolo:Ididn'tknowguyslikeyou

existed...(laughedandrolledhereyes)

beforeKengaveDidiacarihadnever

heardofaguygivingawomana



brandnewcarjustbecausewa

mmataibilegapeasadumelwa,its

unbelievable...NotinBotswana....I'm

stillshocked...

Hesmiledlookingatherlipsand

romanticallylickedhisthenheleaned

overandsoftlykissedherwithhis

handcaressingherhair...

Lore:(leanedbackandsmiled)There

yougo-somethingtoshockyou....

Shelaughedshylythenhemoved

closerandkissedherpullingouther



panties.....

AtLetsholathebe....

Aatilewalkedinasthedoctorputon

hisgloves....

Dr:Idon'tlikethewayyou'reusing

me

Aatile:(putBabyonthebed)I

understandbutijustneedthisone

littlefavour.Sheoncewentthrougha

traumaticchildhoodsoI'mthinkingit

wasjustadreamtriggeredbymy



mother'sdarkhouse,sheswitches

offallherlightstosavepowerbutat

ourhouseweusuallyleavethe

passageswithlightsonsoitcanbe

easyforthekidstogotothetoiletat

night...

Dr:Iunderstand...

Aatile:CanyoucheckMayatoo?Isit

possibleforkidstobemolested

withoutfeelingit?

Dr:Sometimes...Somekidsfall

asleepliketheyaredead,thekindof

kidsyoucanscreamatorshakebut

theyneverwakeup.Theycanbe

molestedandtheywouldneverknow.



Aatile:Nomanwashomethough,it

wasjustmymother...Iwanttobe

surebecauseshecomplainingabout

itchiness

Dr:Alright...

Aatile:I'llwaitoutside..

Dr:Youdon'thavetogooutside,just

sitoverthereandpullthecurtainsif

you'reafraidtoseeyourdaughtersin

thatkindofposition.

Aatile:Okay...

Hetookaseatasthedoctorchatted

withBabymakingherlaughgetting

preparedfortheexamination....



Dr:I'mgoingtocheckifyou'refine

okay?(shenodded)goodgirl....

Afewminutespassedashe

examinedbothchildrenand

instructedthemtogetdressed...

Dr:Babyyou'resuperfine,noone

touchedyou...Butiknowwhyyouare

itchingandillgiveyoumedication

okay?

Baby:Yes

Dr:Mayayou'resuperfinetoo...(to



him)tellthemtowaitoutside...

Thechildrenwaitedfortheirfatherby

thechairsoutsidethenAatileclosed

thedoor...

Aatile:You'rescaringme...

Dr:No,they'rereallyfine...ButBaby

Maya'scarsseemtobeirritated,it

couldbefromurine,childrendon't

wipethemselvesafterpeeingand

maybeshetookalittlelongerwithout

bathingandthesaltsirritatedher

scarsbutihaveafeelingitmustbe

fromwearingroughclotheslike



wearingaJeanwithoutpantiesso

whensheplaysarounditrubsonher

scars

Aatile:Youmightberight,Shelikes

takingoffallherclotheswhenshe

getsinthetoiletandthensheforgets

herpantiesinthetoilet.

Dr:However,I'mgoingtomonitorthis

littleirritationandseeifit'smore

thanthissofarsheisjustfineand

thenightmaresmightbebecauseof

whathappened,abrainisapowerful

tool.Herbodywastraumatisedsoof

courseshewon'tunderstandwhyshe

dreamslikethatbecauseifshewas2

goingon3itspossibleshemightnot



remembereverythingvividlybutwe

can'tcontroldreams.Psychologyis

notmyareaofspecialitysoI'llrefer

youtoJackson,hecandefinitely

shedsomelightonthatbutit's

basicallytrauma.

Aatile:(shookhands)Alright,thanks

Dr:Sure,collecthermedication

Aatile:sure...

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutandlifted

BabyholdingMaya'shandasthey

walkedoutofthehospitaland

headedhome...



AtAatile'sHouse.....

ThenextmorningLoloquietlyopened

thedoorandtiptoedtothebedroom

wheresheslowlyopenedthedoor,

Aatileandhisdaughterswere

asleep;Baby'sfootlaidaround

Aatile'sneckasshefacedthe

oppositedirectionwhileMayaputher

footonhisstomachwithallthe

sheetsaroundher....

Sheswallowedregrettablyand

closedthedoor,thiswokeAatile.He

gentlyputdownBaby'sfootand



movedMayaaswellthenhegently

gotoffthebedandwalkedout...

Hequietlywalkedinthebathroom

whereLolowasfillingthetubwith

water,herheartskippedwhenshe

turnedtohimstaringather...

Lolo:(gaspedandtouchedherchest)

Hi....Youscaredme,ididn'tseeyou...

Aatile:Wheredidyousleep?

Shelickedherdrylipsandwalked

overtohimashestoodatthe



doorframetearfullylookinginher

eyes....

Aatile:(swallowed)Didheuse

protection?

Lolo:Whenileft-

Aatile:Didheuseprotection?

Lolo:(tearfully)Yes....

24KLikesforabonusbefore6pm
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*

*



*

*

.

.

.

[9/3,11:39PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴37

AtAatile'sHouse.....

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutas

Lolofollowedhimandgrabbedhis

wristtearfully....



Lolo:I'msorrybutyouhavetolisten

tome....

Hewalkedoutofthekitchenback

doorandsatonthestoodrubbinghis

faceasLolostoodinsidethekitchen

holdingthelock...

Lolo:Aatileiwasn'tdonetellingyou

whathappened....Pleaselistentome,

heforcedhimselfonme

Aatile:Don'tlietome...

Lolo:I'mnotlying



Aatile:(angrilystoodup)Whatkindof

arapistusesacondom?Andwhydid

youspendanightthere?It's6amand

you'rejustgettinghome...Youeven

wantedtobathbeforeicouldwake

up,doyouthinkI'mstupidenoughto

fallforthis?Loloyoumademewait

yearsclaimingtobeshyandthenyou

turnaroundandgiveittohimso

easilyjustbecausehehasmoney?

Doimeanthatlittletoyou?Doyou

thinkI'mstupidenoughtofallforthis?

Lolo:Youdon'thavetofallforit

becauseitsthetruth,ithoughtabout

whatyousaidanddecidedtogive

backthecar.Iwenttohishouseand



handeditbackthenhedraggedme

insideandrapedme,heuseda

condombecausehesayshedoesn't

knowmystatusthenhekeptme

overnightandletmeoutthismorning.

Hetoldmethatifireportedhimhe

willkillme,that'swhyijustwantedto

actlikenothinghappened...(crying)It

wasmywayofcopingwiththis...

Aatile:(shookhishead)Playing

gamesaboutrapeshouldbeillegal,

howcanyousaysomethinglikethat

knowingwhatMayahasbeen

through,doyouthinkit'salljusta

joke?

Lolo:I'mnotlying,whatshouldidoto



showI'mtellingthetruth...

Aatile:SwearwithMayaandthat

babyyou'recarrying...Lookmeinthe

eyesandswearwithyourchildren....

Lolo:(tearfully)Herapedme,iswear

withMayaandthisbabyhere...I'd

neverlieaboutsomethinglikethat...I

justdidn'twanttotellyoubecause

nobodyeverbelievesthevictimandi

wenttohishousepeoplewouldsayi

wantedit....

Aatilestaredatherabitconfused,

partofhimwantedtobelieveher.

Lolowouldneverlieaboutrapeor



swearaboutherchildrenbutthenhe

sawtheguykissingher,hebought

heracarandalmostassaultedhim....

Perhapsshewastellingthetruth,he

wasroughandhelookedlikethetype

todoit......

Aatile:(sighed)Howcomeidon't

trustyou?

Lolo:Becauseyousawmebetraying

yousoidon'tblameyou,iwouldn't

believemyselfeitherbutit'sthe

truth...

Aatile:Canwereporthim

Lolo:NoI'mnotgoingthroughthat



andifyoudon'tbelievemewhat

makesyouthinkanyonewillbelieve

me?Yourmotherandfatherandthe

entirefamilywon'tbelieveme...They

willthinkI'macheaterandnever

respectme.Isthatwhatyouwant?

Helookedatherconfusedand

steppedinthehouse...

Aatile:(calmly)Areyoureallytelling

thetruthherapedyou?

Lolo:(crying)Yes....



Hehuggedherassheburstedinto

tears....

Aatile:Butwehavetodosomething

aboutit,ican'tjustsitafterhearing

somethinglikethis...Whatifcondom

eburstileandheinfectedthebaby?

SomeSTDscauseblindnessand

manyotherthings...

Lolo:Itdidnotburst,isawit..

Aatile:Didhedoitonce?

Lolo:Yesandhemademebath,the

reasoniwastryingtobathnowisso

thatIcanwashoffhisshowergel..

Aatile:Icansmellonyou...



Lolo:Yeah...AndI'msorryaboutthat

kiss,ididn'tmeantohurtyou.He

kissedmewithoutmyconsentand

yesigottemptedbythecarbutilove

youandiloveourkids...Idon'twant

toloseyou...

Aatile:Areyewagothapa....

Theywentbacktothebathroom

whereshetookabathashesaton

thetoiletseatwatchingher,itwas

painfulenoughknowingshewas

washingoffanothermanbut

knowingthereareguyswhocan

easilybuyacarforawomanwho



isn'teventheirsstunnedhim...

Aatile:Babeifyoureallyneedthecar

youcanhavemine..You'lldropmeat

workwhenI'mhavingmorningshifts

andI'lltalktoTsheposohecandrop

meofeachtime,I'llgivehimfuel

money..

Lolo:Noitsokay,sometimesyou

knockoffverylate

Aatile:I'llbefine,alltheguysIwork

withatthelabhavecars,I'llcatcha

ridefromthemeach,don'tworry

aboutit...

Lolo:Ok...



Shedriedherselfwithatowelthenhe

stoodup...

Aatile:Letmegomovethekidsand

preparethebedforyou,wesleptvery

latebalebeletsecartoons

Lolo:Thanks...

Hemovedthechildrentotheirroom

anddustedthebed,shewalkedin

andsatonthebedthenhegrabbeda

containeroflotionandsatatthe

edge...



Aatile:Laydown,I'llhelpyouwith

this...

ShelaiddownguiltstrickenasAatile

gentlymassagedherfeet,hisalarm

buzzedthenhestoppeditand

continued...

Lolo:It'sokay,I'llapplythelotion

myself.Getreadyforwork..

Aatile:Ican'tgotowork,I'mnotokay

andifigetinthereinthelabwiththe

stateI'minnowI'llmixthe

specimens...Sometimeshaithela



gotwedisampledilathegileis

becausemothootheogelakastress

thenyoumisplacethem.

Lolo:Nothepleasegotowork...Now

ifeelbadthatkegolofisitsekotirong.

Aatile:I'mfine...I'llbefine.Don't

worryaboutme...Ididn'tsleep

anyway,ionlydozedofflikeminutes

beforeyougothere.Let'ssleep

Lolo:Okay...

Helaidbehindherandkissedher

neck,Lolotookadeepbreathand

sighedthoughtfully,shewondered

howshewasgoingtoenjoyher



brandcarwithoutanyoneseeing

her....

Attheguesthouse.....

LaterthatmorningKellywalkedout

ofthebathroomwrappingherself

withatowelandsatonthebedas

Bayangputonhissocksthenhe

grabbedhisphoneandcalledAatile's

brother....

Him:Hello?

Bayang:Yeah,igotyourtext.We



can'tusetheWilliamsHotelforthe

bachelorpartybecauseLoloworks

there...Weneedprivacy...Howabout

thatresort?Itsexpensivebutthe

servicesaretopquality,theyeven

haveboatswecouldusethemtofool

aroundinthewater.

Him:Alright,I'lltalktothem.Didyou

talktoAtie?

Bayang:Yeahbutlastnighthedidn't

pickmycalls,I'llcallhimkecheka

gorewhat'supgongweonealeko

spaneng

Him:Alrightshap

Bayang:sure



HehungupandcalledAatile...

Aatile:Yeah

Bayang:Sleeping?

Aatile:(walkedoutofthebedroom)

yeahwareng?

Bayang:IarrivedlastnightwithKelly

Aatile:Ihopethisdoesn'tblowupon

yourface,Aoneseemscrazy..

Bayang:I'mdivorcing,otabea

imphethelayaanong...

Aatile:Lolospentanightoutwiththe

brothertoDidi'sboyfriendolewadi



tattoowammona?

Bayang:What?Kantedidn'tyousay

sheispregnant?

Aatile:Sheissays-nxehit'salong

story...Waitselaitakakeimelwake

stress.Idon'tknowwhattobelieve

I'mjustinbetween...

Bayang:ShouldIpickyouup?

Aatile:Yeah,pickmeupLologotthe

carandcheckedonhermother.

Bayang:alrightshap

Hehungupandputonhisshoes

whileKellygotdressed....



AtLore'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningLoloknockedand

walkedin...

Lolo:Knock-knock!

Shewalkedallthewaytothekitchen

andpausedlookingatabig

powderedsubstancethesizeofa

1kgsugar.Partofithadbeen

sellotapedwithadarkbrown

sellotape...



Onthecounterwassmallclear

plasticsthebanksusuallyusedfor

coinsexcepttheseoneswerequite

small,almostthequarterofthe

usuallyplastics...

Therewasasmallcalculatorlike

objectwithnumbersondisplayanda

trayonit'sside,nexttoitwasalarge

amountofthewhitepowderonthe

countersectionedbyanATMcard...

Loreopenedthekitchenbackdoor,

hisheartskippedastheireyesmet



andfellonthepowders.

Loloshookherheadandstormedout

thenheclosedthekitchendoorand

ranafterhercatchingonthemiddle

ofthelivingroom...

Lore:Lolohey...Hey...(grabbedher

wrist)Comehere...Listen...Itsnot

whatyouthink...

Lolo:ArethosedrugsLore?

Lore:Babelisten...Iknowyou're

scared...It'sreasonablebutthatright

thereismoney...Lyingonthat

counterisbundlesofmoney.With



thaticangetyouwhateveryouwant

wheneveryouwant...That'sallthat

matterstome...Providingformy

woman.Youdon'thavetobeinvolved,

you'renotsupposedto.Allyouhave

todoisrespectmeandI'llloveyou...

I'llgiveyouwhateveryouwant...

Lolo:Loreyoucouldgetcaughtand

gotojailforever.

Lore:Iknowbutiwon'tgetcaught

becauseyouwon'ttellanyone,itwill

beourlittlesecret...Right?

Lolo:Okay...

Lore:(smiledandkissedher)

Shit.......Ididn'texpectanyonetovisit



me

Lolo:(laughed)Don'tyouhavea

girlfriend?

Lore:(laughed)No...That'swhyIwas

comfortablebecausemybrotherand

Didiaretheonlyoneswhocanvisit

butiknewforsuretheywouldn'tbe

here.

Lolo:Dotheyknow?

Lore:Noandtheyshouldn't,you're

supposedtokeepthisasecreteven

yourbestfriendshouldn'tknow...If

youtellDidishewilltellKenandI'll

knowthenI'llhavetrustissuesand

getparanoidaboutgoingto



jail...(lookinginhereyes)paranoid

peoplecanbedangerousbabe,don't

putmeinthatstate

Lolo:Don'tworryaboutit,iwon'ttell

anyone...Sowhatwereyoudoing?

Lore:I'mpackagingthem...Someone

shouldcollectanddeliverthem.

Lolo:(smiled)Let'sgo,I'llhelpyou

out..

Lore:(puthisarmaroundherwaist)

Thanks...

Theywalkedinthekitchenandstood

bythecounterasLorestoodbehind

herholdingherwaist...



Lore:(kissedherneck)Alright...Um...

(pointed)Thatthingisascale....it

measuresingrams...Ourclientsare

touristsandthisthingishardtofind

inAfricasoagramislike60dollars

ofwhichtothemislikeP60buttous

itsbigmoney...convertedtopulaits

likeP642andbecausetheydon't

wanttowastetimecalculating

moneytheydon'tunderstandthey

justgiveoutflat650or700,mostof

thempaywiththeircurrencies.

Pounds,dollarsandwhatnot...

Lolo:Wowsothislittletinythingis

650?Itslikeateaspoon...



Lore:Yeah....

Lolo:Whichmakes1kg

worth....(calculating)Um...

Lore:(smiled)65,000andinatourist

buzzplacelikethisitwillbegoneby

theendoftheday,youcansell5to

10kginlessthanaweekandwhite

peoplearethesmartestpeopleyou

canevertradewith,tipsarea

traditionforthem....TheseBritish

guystiplikeit'snothing,somedon't

evencountbecausethey'rehigh(they

bothlaughed)I'mserious...

Sheturnedaroundputtingherarms



aroundhisneckandkissedhim...

Lolo:Sothereis65,000behindme?

Lore:(smiled)Iguessyoucouldsay

that...AndwecouldgotoSantonand

spentitormaybeNamibia,ilove

Namibiabecauseit'ssafe...Itsmore

likeBotswana,thepeoplearefriendly

andwelcomingtoforeigners...

Lolo:(laughed)Lorekanakenale

passport,don'tplayme

Lore:(smiled)Shouldwebooka

flight?



Shekissedhimthemheliftedherand

putheronthecounterkissingher...

Lore:Howfaralongareyou?

Lolo:4months..

Lore:(staringinhereyes)Haveyou

connectedwithit?

Lolo:(smiledshakingherhead)Not

really...Youthink-

Lore:Yeahbutonlyifyouwant...

Travellingtheworldneedsenergy...I

travelalotandidon'twanttoleave

youbehind...iwanttoseetheworld

andspendthismoneywithyou.Ken

issavingforatriptoDubai,hewants



tosurpriseDidiandiwasthinking

maybe-

Lolo:(smiledexcitedandjumped)

YES!YES!IWANTTOSEEDUBAI...

YES...

Lore:(smiled)Cool...Wewillgotoa

privatedoctorandtakecareofit....

Heleanedoverandkissedher......

Nextinsert11pm

*

*

*



*

*

.

.
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AtKen'sMotor's....

Laterthatmorningilazilywalkedin

theofficeandthrewmyhandbagon

thetablethenitookoffmyheelsand

leanedbacklookingatmyphone...



Kenstillhadn'tbeenhomeor

checkedin...

Iwasbeginningtoworrybutididn't

wanttocallhim,iputitdownandlaid

myheadonthedeskthenitvibrated.

Ijumpedandsatproperlypickingup..

Me:Hey...

Ken:Sweetness....I'mcheckingin

Me:Kendon'tsweetnessmewhat

happened?Iwasworriedsickabout

you

Ken:I'llbehomeinafewminutes,i



justlefttheclinic...Iinjuredmyhand

andhadtogetstitchedup.

Me:Bywhat?

Ken:Thesafaricarwewereusingto

thelodgeatthedeltahada

breakdown

Me:I'mattheoffice,IguessI'llrush

straighthome.

Ken:Alrightseeyou

Me:Bye...

Iputonmyshoesandwalkedout

bumpingonLoreashewalkedinthe

office...



Me:Hey..

Lore:Hi...Iwon'tbeintheoffice

today.Ihaveafewthingtodo...

Me:(smiled)Soyoudecidedtobuy

Loloacar?What'sgoingon?

Lore:(laughedshyly)Iwasjustbeing

silly

Me:Noyou'reweren't...Doyoulike

her?Dudeyoudon'thavetohideit

frommebecauseifyoutwodo

somethingI'llbethefirstpersonto

know

Lore:(smiled)Idoubtthat,you

wouldn'tbesayingthosewords



Islowlysmiledlookingathimashe

turnedandwalkedintohisoffice.I

followedhiminsideandclosedthe

door....

Me:(smiling)Noooo....(hesmileda

bitandsatleaningback)Noyou

didn't!

Lore:(smiledandputhisfootonthe

desk)What?Closeyourmouthbefore

fliesgetinthere

Me:(laughedandslappedhisfootoff

thedesk)You'resuchadirtylittle

bursted!Sheispregnantforgodsake!



(heldmywaistshocked)Wow...Who

wouldhavethoughtLolocancheat

onAatile...Imean-shewouldkillfor

him...Lifehasafunnywayofturning

thingsaroundisn'tit...Sowhat'sthe

planbetweenyoutwo?

Lore:ThereisnoplanI'mtakingher

fromAatile,hewillfindanother

girlfriendyolekewame

Me:Thatwillneverhappen,dreamon

Lore:Whatmakesyousosure?

Me:ShelikesAatile...I'mnotsure

aboutlovebutiknowforafactAatile

isagoodfatherandshewilldo

whatevershecantomakesureher



daughterdoesn'tlosehim.Heis

everywoman'sdreamstepfather,he

lovesherdaughter

Lore:Kantethisguygasebabydaddy

yagagwe?

Me:Legallybutnotbiologically,he

adoptedherdaughterandihavea

feelingthemgettingmarriedwasan

addedadvantagetohimincourtso

forgetLolo...Andsheispregnanti

don'tthinkshewillwanthersecond

borntobeastepchildtoo.

Lore:Isthatso?

Me:(lookedathim)Loretherralesa

gontimadikgangwena...Ithought



wearefriends,whatisit?

Lore:(switchedthecomputeron)

Thereisnothingtotellbuticantell

youonething-itwillbeinterestingto

haveherinmylife...

Me:Doyouloveher?

Lore:Ithinkso,sheisinterestingand

iwanttogiveitatry.(lookingatme)

Youdon'tsoundhappyforme

Me:(fakedasmile)I'mhappyijust

don'tseethisworkingouttheway

youwant,shehasafamily.You're

goingtogethurt

Lore:Don'tworryaboutme

Me:Loloisunpredictable



Lore:Iacceptthechallenge...

Me:(laughed)God,yousoundhigh...

Lore:(laughed)I'mabigboyicould

usealittledrama.Mylifehasbeen

boring....

Me:You'recrazy...Ihavetogo

Lore:Bye,bestfriendwhodoesn't

knowanythingaboutherbestfriend

Me:Sheisobviouslyembarrassedto

tellmebecauseiknowherasmiss

perfectbutshewilleventuallytellme,

wearebestfriends

Lore:(laughed)Right



Ifakedasmileandclosedthedoor

walkingout.Lorewasn'tsupposedto

fallinlovewithherorhavewhatever

feelingshehadforher,mywholelist

hadjustbeenrearrangedbyher

automaticimmunity.

AtAatile'sHouse...

LateronAatileandBayangsatonthe

couchashefrustratedlyrubbedhis

handstogether...

Bayang:Sheislying...Firstyoucatch

themkissing,sherefusestoreturn



thecarandthenallofsuddenhe

rapesherandshedoesn'twantto

report?Sheisfoolingyou...Dropthis

weddingthing

Aatile:Iwishicouldbutiloveher...

Youwouldn'tunderstandwhatI'm

saying,ican'tevensharethiswithmy

fatherorbrotherbecausetheywill

notunderstand.

Bayang:Loloistakingadvantageof

you,thisiswhyallyourex'sused

you...Maya'smotherabandonedher

becausesheis100%sureyouwill

motherMayaandnowLoloishere

makingyouamother,sheisonlywith

youbecauseyoulovekidsandshe



feelsherdaughterissaferwithyou.

Trustmeawomanwholovesyouwill

nevergetagiftfromanotherman

especiallyinfrontofyou...That's

totaldisrespect.Lolowagonyatsa

andyoumustgiveherchildbackso

shecanstoprunningaroundlikeshe

doesn'thaveresponsibilities

Aatile:Babyismydaughterlegallyso

ican'tjustdropheroffthesideofthe

roadjustbecauseLolodecidedto

spendanightoutwithmen...(sighed)

LololiedtomeagainbecauseIcalled

hermotherandsheisnothome.She

liedaboutwhereshewasgoing.…

Bayang:Kantegonewheredothese



guysgetthemoneytoshower

womenwiththeseunrealisticgifts

makinguslooksoincompetent?Do

guysactuallydothat?

Aatile:Itseemsliketheymakemoney

withthesecars

Bayang:No,ihaveseenguyswho

sellcarsthey'renotloadedlikethis

becausecarsaren'tgroceries...Go

rekisadikoloigasegorekisanzamela,

Peopledon'tjustfilltheofficeor

queuetobuyacar,inamonthyou

canselloneortwocarsespecially

becausealmosteveryoneisselling

themandDidi'sboyfriendeneke

bonadrugdealerhela.



Aatile:Drugscan'tmakeyourichle

tsoneakere,doyoueverseetheboys

whosellganjatota?

Bayang:Therearesophisticated

drugssoldbycleanpeopleforrich

people,doyouthinkwhitepeoplecan

buycocainefromastreetguywhose

pantsareabouttofallout?These

guysselldrugs,thereisnowaythey

canaffordthatlavishlifestyleby

dependingoncarskanantšwatse

gadiberekesepeandidon'tthink

they'reeducatedeither,kebonabo

dullhelababothibakabogale.

Aatile:Ijustdon'tbelievedrugsexist

inBotswana,maybetheyinherited



somethingfromtheirfather..

Bayang:Kerayahelagorewhatsort

ofamanbuysawomanacar?

mathakanyanaabaiponabalenosi

helamoMaun.Youshouldhave

punchedhimnnaokaswabaakadira

matakalaaokeleteng

Aatile:Hetookherfrommebaemela

halebabua,gorayagoreoneabata

gorekebuasengweampharaseha

pelegagaLolobutikeptquiet-

Hisphonerang....

Aatile:Hello?



Lolo:(crying)IthinkI'mlosingthe

baby...

Aatile:What?Whereareyou?

Lolo:(crying)I'mattheprivate

becausetheterriblepainsstarted

whileiwasinthemall

Aatile:I'llbethere,howisthebaby?

Didtheytakeyoutothescan?

Lolo:I'monmywaythere,bye

Aatile:I'monmyway,pleasebe

strongforourboy,okay?

Lolo:Okay...

Hehungup...



Aatile:Shethinkssheislosingthe

baby...Ihavetogo...

Bayang:Kellyandiwillfollowyou..

Hewenttothechildren'sroom...

Aatile:Guyslet'sgopassbygranny's

House...

Maya:Okay

Baby:Willyoubuymeicecreamon

theway?

Aatile:yes...Comeon,hurry!



Theyallgotinthecaranddroveoff.....

Atthehospital....

Aatilepushedthedoorandwalkedin

asLolosatonthebedapplying

lipstickthenheleanedoverkissing

herandsatnexttoher...

Aatile:Hey...howareyoufeeling?

Lolo:(rubbedherlipstogetherand

closedherhandbag)Theyalready

cleanedme...

Aatile:What?



Lolo:(stoodup)Iwasbleedingand

thedoctorsaidthebabydidn'tmake

it..

Aatile:(frowned)What?(touchedher

flattummy)Areyouserious?

Lolo:Yes...

Aatile:Didhesaywhatcausedit?

Lolo:It'sinconclusive

Aatile:Whereisthedoctorwho

attendedyou?Iwanttotalktohim

Lolo:Aatilepleasedon'tdothis...I

understandthatyouarehurtbut-

Aatile:Isitbecauseoftherape?Its

thecauseisn'tit?



Lolo:Well-

Hestormedoutandbumpedonhis

friendwalkinginthenBayangturned

aroundandfollowedhim...

Bayang:What'sgoingon?

Aatile:(grabbedhiscarkeys)Shelost

thebaby

Bayang:Um....(pantingrunning

behindhim)sowhereareweheaded?

Hequietlygotinthecarandstarted

theenginethenBayangjumpedin



beforehecouldtakeoff,heclosed

thedoorasthecarjoinedthemain

roadcuttingoffotherdriverswho

angrilyhonked....

Bayang:Aatiewherearewegoing?

Talktome.....Aatile?

Minuteslaterhesloweddownat

Ken'sMotor'sgatethenhehonkeda

thousandtimesasthesecurityman

opened,Loresteppedoutofthe

officeandstoodoutsidetryingtosee

whowasmakingsuchnoise.



Aatileglaredathimonceand

steppedontheacceleratorbitinghis

lowerlipaimingathimwithhis

bumperasBayangblockedwithhis

arms...

Bayang:Aatileno!No!Stop!Stopit

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtKen'sMotor's

Aatileglaredathimonceand

steppedontheacceleratorbitinghis

lowerlipaimingathimwithhis

bumperasBayangblockedwithhis

arms...

Bayang:Aatileno!No!Stop!Stopit



Bayangshookthesteeringwheeland

thecarturnedfacingaBenz,Aatile

steppedonthebreaksmissingthe

carbyaninch.

Loreapproachedandstoodnextto

thecarinspectingit,therewasno

damagethenheturnedtotheguys...

Lore:Didyoujusttrytorunmeover?

Aatilesteppedoutofthecarand

closedthedoorstaringatLore...



Aatile:Iknowyourapedherand

causedthatmiscarriage...

Lore:Youcameherejusttosaythat?

Aatile:I'mgoingtomakesureyou

suffertheconsequences

Lore:Thisisreallysad,youneedto

leave

Bayangsteppedoutofthecarand

approachedthem..

Bayang:Canwetalklikegrownmen?

Lore:Youmeanlikewhathejusttried

todominutesago?



Bayang:No,obviouslyouremotions

arehighandwearethinkinglikea

bunchofteenageboysbutifweall

calmdownandtalkoutourproblems

wemightactuallyshakehands

beforewalkingawayfromone

another.Aatilepleasecalmdownand

talk,Loreiapologiseforthatlittle

squabblebutthat'sover,kopaobue

leeneshapshaphelarelesegonna

emotionallikewearewomen.

Theybothkeptquietappearingto

kindofunderstandwhathewas

saying...



Bayang:I'mgettingbackinthecarso

youcantalkfreely,ifistandhereit

mightmakeLorefeellikeweare

ganginguponhimandhewill

obviouslygetdefensive...(lookedat

bothofthem)Leshapakere?

Aatile:Tsamaa...

Hewalkedbackintothecarand

closedthedoor...

Lore:Let'sgoinside...



Aatilefollowedhiminsidewherehe

offeredhimachairinhisoffice,Lore

satonhisandleanedbacklookingat

Aatile,partofhimcouldseethepain

hewasgoingthrough,hehadseen

thatpaininhislittlebrotherseyes

yearsbeforeandcamecloseto

losinghimtothroughasuicide

attempt.Hetookadeepbreathand

exhaledtryinghardnottothinkabout

it...

Lore:Whatdoyouwant?

Aatilelookedathimtryingtospeak



butsomethinggotstuckonhisthroat

andhistearswereaboutto

disappointhim,hesadlybithislower

lipandblinkedseveraltimestryingto

puthiswordstogether,hewasn't

surewhattosaybutheknewhe

didn'twanttoloseher...

Lorelookedathimagain,hehad

seenthatonhislittlebrotheryet

again...Wherebyyoureallywantto

speakbutyoucan'tbecausethepain

istoomuchandyouhaveemotions

youcan'tsharebecauseyou'reaman

whoshouldacttough,he'dseenall

onhislittlebrother'sfsce.He



swallowedreachingforabottleof

waterthenhedrunkhisguiltaway

andhandedtheotherhalftoAatile...

Hegrabbedthebottleanddrunkallof

it,whateverwasonhisthroatpassed

andhetookadeepbreathputtingthe

bottledown....

Therewasstillsilenceintheofficeas

thetwoofthemsatfacingone

anotherseparatedbythetable...

Aatile:Iloveher....Loloandihave

beenthroughalotandit'snotjust



aboutmeandher,it'saboutthe

children.Mydaughterisalmost10

years,hersisalmost7yearsold.

Bothofthesechildrenhavebeen

throughalot...I'mnottryingtoget

pityfromyouoranythingbecauseif

youdon'thavechildrenyoumightnot

understand.Mydaughter'smother

wascareless,shewouldlockherin

thehouseandgofor2days,ihadto

takehertocourtandbelievemeit

washardjustbecauseI'mamanbuti

wonfullcustody.Lolohasbeenalone

withherdaughtersinceshewasborn,

itwashardforher,shewasa

teenagerandherfamilydidn'tlikeher.



Herdaughterwasabusedandthat

leftLolowithscarsinherheart,it

tookheryearstotrustmeandat

somepointigaveuponherandtried

tomoveonbutshefoughtforus,she

didterriblethingsjusttokeepour

familytogether.Thatmademylove

forhergrowevenstrongerandnow

weareclosetogettingourhappiness,

hereyou'reconfusingherwithmoney

andgifts.Idon'thavethemoneyyou

haveandiobviouslycan'tspoilher

thewayyoudobecauseievenuseda

loantodothiswedding.Pleasestop

confusingher



Lorelookedathimandsighed

lookingdown...

Aatile:Ireallyloveheryesbutour

childrenneedabreak,theydeservea

family.Idon'tknowifyouknowwhat

needingbothparentsdoesto

children...

Heunderstoodthatwaymorethan

Aatilecouldeverunderstandandhe

tookanotherdeepbreath...

Aatile:I'msorryforwhatijusttriedto

dooutside....I'mnotreallyafighter,i



wasn'traisedlikethatsoican'tget

involvedinviolentconfrontationsbut

icanonlyreasonwithyoumanto

manandletyoumakeyourown

decision.I'mnotsurewhathappened

whenLolocamebacktogiveyouthe

car,icanonlybelieveyouforced

yourselfonherandthatresultedin

hermiscarriage...(tearfully)Idon't

knowmaybeI'mreallystupidbut

that'swhatI'mchoosingtobelieve

insteadofconsideringthefactthat

maybeshedoesn'tlovemeanymore

orthatshewantstoputherselffirst

foronceinherlife...Shehasn'thad

timeforthekids,itakethemtothe



hospitalandsharethebedwiththem

andallthisstartedwhenyougaveher

thecar.AnywayI'mnotbeggingfor

mercyyoucanstilldecidetotakeher

it'sfineclearlyyouhavethepowerto

dothatbecauseyouhavemore

moneythanicouldevermakeand

moneyisabigdealtowomenso

whateveryoudecideisfine,just

thoughtyoumightneedtoknowhow

muchshemeanstomeandmy

daughtersbeforeyoudecidetotake

her...(sighedrelieved)That's

it...(stoodupandshookhishand)

Thanksforlistening..



HewalkedoutthenLorefollowed

him...

Lore:(sincerely)I'msorryaboutyour

son....

Aatileturnedaroundandlookedat

him...

Aatile:Thanks

Lorewalkedbackintheofficeand

stoodbythewindowwatchingas

Aatilegotbackinthecar,himandhis



friendspokeforawhilethenBayang

squeezedhisshouldersupportively,

Aatilenoddedencouragedthenthey

droveoff.

Hetookadeepbreathandsatonthe

chairthoughtfully......

AtKen'sHouse....

LaterthatdayKenliftedmeupand

putmeonthecounterthenhestood

infrontofmeasireplacedthe

bandagehehadaroundhishand...



Me:Whathappened?

Ken:Wewereworkingonthecar...

Me:(ifinishedandkissedhim)Ihope

wearetellingthetruth...thislooks

likeyougotintoafight...

Ken:Theytriedtogetthemwithout

paying...(heliftedmychinupand

kissedmesoftly)butIthoughtwe

agreedthateverythingthathastodo

withthepowdersisnoneofyour

concern,you'resupposedtobelieve

alltheliesoratleastactlikeyou

believeit..

Me:(smiled)Okay...



Hepickedmeupandwalkedtothe

bedroomandashuggedhiswaist

withmylegsandkissedhim,helay

medownandgotontopofme

lookinginmyeyes....

Ken:Iloveyou...

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Myphonerangthenireachedforit

andansweredasKenkissedmy

neck...



Me:Hello?

Lolo:Canwetalk?Whereareyou?

Me:I'mhome.What'sup?

Lolo:Ilostthebaby

Me:What?

Lolo:Theycleanedmeup

Me:(confusedbyherfinevoice)Are

yousad?

Lolo:Yeahbutthesethingshappen,

I'msadbutlifehastogoonandits

notlikeeveryoneknewiwas

pregnant.

Me:HowisAatiletakingit?

Lolo:Hestormedouthoursagobuti



thinkhewillbefine.

Me:Okay.I'msorry.

Lolo:It'sokay,areyoufree?Canwe

goshopping?(laughed)Iwanttouse

mycarbutican'tdriveitalone...If

someoneseesmeitwillbeanissue

andIwanttotakealookatanew

house,Aatileandiarenotgetting

alongsoithinkishouldmoveout

andgivehimalittlespace.

Me:Areyoutakingthekids?

Lolo:No,I'lltakeMayaonly...Shewill

visitthemonweekends.Ijustreally

needabreakrightnowbecausei

can'tbefreetobemyself,Aatileisa



controlfreakandhemightget

abusiveifidon'tmoveout.

Me:Aatilewatshosetsahelagagona

kabogale

Lolo:Idon'twanttotakechances

Me:Butyou'regettingmarried,aren't

youtwogoingtostaytogetherafter

thewedding?

Lolo:Idon'tevenknowifI'mreadyfor

this

Me:Loloyouneedtoslowdown-

Lolo:Slowdownonwhat?Sowareng

kashopping?Iwanttobuycurtains

andstufflikethatforthenewhouse



Me:Okay,givemetwoorthreehours

totakecareofdaddythenI'llbuzz

you

Lolo:Shap

IhungupandlookedatKen...

Ken:What?

Me:LoreisseeingLoloandithink

shewantstodumbAatile

Ken:Iknow

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Ken:Ithoughtshewilltellyousince

you'refriends



Me:Andithinksheabortedherbaby

butshesaysshemiscarried

Ken:It'ssadwhenpeoplewhocan

havebabiesdothatmeanwhileother

peoplearecryingandprayingfor

children.Ihaveseenbabiesbeing

throwninthetoiletsandtrashcans

fromtherethesamekillersscream

outhowmenaretrash.What'sthe

differencebetweenkillingababyand

killingagrownwoman?

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveshedidthat...

Wow...

Ken:Youremindedme...Ibeen

meaningtoask....Whenarewe



havingababy?

Me:(laughed)Youwantababy?

Ken:(smiled)Yeah...Ibeenexpecting

tohearsomethingfromyoubecause

wehaven'tbeenusingcondoms,are

youoncontraceptives?

Me:No..

Ken:Areyousure?

Me:Ihaveneverusedthosekindsof

things,justcondoms.

Ken:Whenlastdidyougetyour

period?

Me:2weeksago

Ken:Doyouthinkthatincidentcould



haveaffectedyoursystem?

Me:Iguessso,whenididn'tmissmy

periodijustthoughtmaybeas

monthsgobyI'llfallpregnant.Iwant

ababytoo...Itwouldbenicetohave

alittlegirlthatigoshoppingwith

whileyou'reoutonbusinesstrips

Ken:Maybeitwillhappenoverthe

months...Thereisnorushanyway,

don'tworryaboutit

Heleanedoverandkissedme...

Ken:Inthemeantimetimeweshould

openasavingsaccountforthebaby,



whatdoyouthink?

Me:(smiled)Ilike...

Hekissedme....

AtAatile'sHouse....

LateronAatileslicedtheonionsas

thegirlswashedthedishesinthe

sinkspillingwateraround...

Aatile:Guyslookatthefloor

Maya:Wewillmopitlater



Baby:(quicklygotdown)I'llgetthe

mop...

Aatile:Babydon'trunthefloorisslipp

-

Babyslippedandfellonherface

burstingalip,shecoveredhermouth

cryingasbloodgushedoutthen

Aatilequicklypickedherupand

shushedherwalkingtothe

bathroom....

Aatile:Mayabringthefirstaidbox

andhertowel....



Aatilewashedherfaceandwipedher

withatowelwalkingtotheliving

roomasMayaworriedlyfollowed

him...

Maya:Issheokay?

Aatile:Shewillbefine...Itsjusta

smallcut...Ihavetostopthe

bleedinganditwillbeokay...(toBaby)

Babesbitethiscottonwoolforme...

Keepithere,I'llgetinafewminutes

Baby:(crying)Ithurts

Aatile:Iknowbabe,justdoit...



ShebititwhileAatileopenedabottle

ofparacetamol,thedooropenedand

Lolowalkedin..

ShefrownedandpickedBabylooking

atherbloodyTshirtandrubbedher

back..

Lolo:Whathappened?

Aatile:Shefell...(hepoured

paracetamolonthespoonandstood

upmovingthespooncloser)Turnher

around...



Lolopushedawaythespoonspilling

themedicineonMaya'sfacethenshe

walkedtothebedroom...

Lolo:I'lltakehertothehospital,ibet

ifitwasMayayouwouldbeonyour

waytothehospital...

Mayarubbedthemedicineonher

faceasAatileclosedthebottle...

Aatile:(hewipedhisdaughter'sface)

Gowashyourfaceandgotothe

kitchen...



Maya:Okay...

Aatilefollowedhertothechildren's

roomwhereshewaspackingher

daughter'sthings....

Aatile:Whatareyoudoing?

Lolo:I'mmovingout,you'reabusive

andcontrolling...

Aatile:Shefell,whydon'tyouaskher

whathappened?Babyismydaughter

whywouldiabuseher?

Lolo:HernameisMaya



Shewalkedtotheirbedroomand

packedherthingstooasAatile

lookedather...

Aatile:Lolowhatareyoudoing?

Lolo:I'mmovingout...

Aatile:Lolocanyounotdothisin

frontofthekids?Whyareyou

draggingBabyintothis?Can'twe

solveourproblemswithoutinvolving

her?

Lolo:Howdoidothatwhenyou're

punishingherformymistakes?Just

becausewehadanargumentyou

findwaystopunishmydaughter?



MayaandBabystoodatdoor

watchinginfearastheirparents

shoutedandpointedatoneanother...

Aatile:(angrily)Didyoureallylosethe

babyoritsoneofyourfavourite

abortionpills?

Lolo:(screaming)Ifyou'retalking

aboutGiovannigotohell,he

deservedeverybitofthat.That's

whathappenstoabastard.

Aatile:Soyouabortedourbabyfor

somethugwhosellscars?(tearfully)

Whydidyouevenkillmymineifyou



knewyouwoulddothis?

Lolo:Ididn'tknowI'dfeelthisway

becauseididn'tknowtherearebetter

menoutthere.

Aatile:(shookhishead)"Bettermen"

andisupposeyou'reabetterwoman

Lolo:Atleastimakeyoucum,what

doyoudowithyourlittledick?Have

youeverheardmescreamorcum?

Don'tdaretrytobeallmanlyonme

becauseyoucouldn'tevensayaword

whenLorewastalkingtoyou,you're

suchapatheticexcuseofaman...

Hekeptquietandturnedaround



lookingatthegirlsthenhewalked

pastthemtearfullypressinghislips

togetherastearsblurredhisvision.

Lolodraggedherbagsout...

Lolo:Mayalet'sgo...Hurryup,goget

inthecar....

Babyhurriedtothecarastheoldest

Mayatearfullyfollowedthemand

stoodatthedoorwatchingasLolo

andMayadroveawayinaVW.



Tearsfelldownhercheeksasshe

rubbedhereyeslookingaroundfor

herfather....

Maya:(sniffling)Daddy?Daddy?

Shewentfromroomtoroomlooking

forherfatherandhewasn'tthere

thensheranoutsideandwalked

aroundthehousewhereshepaused

lookingatherfathersittingonthe

backdoorstoopwithhisheaddown

cryingandsniffling.

Mayawipedhertearsandbravely



stoodinfrontofherfatherashe

rubbedhiseyeswithhisheaddown

thenshepulledhisheadovertoher

stomachandputherarmsaroundhis

neckgivinghimahug,heputhisarm

aroundherwaistandsighedrubbing

hiseyes....

Maya:Iloveyoudaddy....

Helaughedtearfullyandshookhis

head...

Aatile:Iloveyoutooangel...



Hetookadeepbreathandstoodup

thenhebithislipliftingherupand

walkedbackinthehouse....

Aatile:I'msorryyouhadtoseeme

likethat...

Maya:It'sokay,icrywhenI'msadtoo.

Ifshedoesn'tloveyouiwillloveyou

andwhenigrowupI'mgoingtobuy

youlotsandlotsofpresents.

Aatile:(smiled)Ican'twait...

Hewalkedinthehouse......



*

*

*

*

*
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AtAatile'sHouse...



LateratduskMayaclosedall

windowsthenshemadeherself

noodlesandtookabath.Thehouse

wasquietwithoutBabyandeverytoy

wasboring.Herfatherhadbeen

asleepforhoursandshewaslonely,

sheswitchedbetweenthechannels

buteachprogrammadehermiss

Babyevenmorethenshefinallysat

aloneatthediningtabledoingher

homework.

Lateronshewarmedtwopacksof

noodlesandpouredtheminaclean

bowl,sheputthebowlinatraywitha

glassofjuiceandwenttoherfather's



doorwhereshecarefullyputthetray

downasthejuicesspilledinthetray...

Shetookadeepbreathandknocked...

Aatile:(sleepy)Whoisit?

Maya:It'sme...

Aatile:(rubbedhiseyes)Comein...

Hesatontheedgeofthebedrubbing

hiseyes,theheadachehehadcame

fromallsidesoftheheadandhewas

hungry,hehadnoteatenanything

sincetheVW.



HewatchedasMayaopenedthe

doorthenshecarefullypickedher

trayfromthefloorandwalkedin

slowlybitingherlipsstaringatthe

juiceshakingintheglass...

Maya:Imadeyounoodlesandjuice...

Hesmiledandgotthetray,hedidn't

wanttoeatbutMayastoodthere

withasmilecuriouslywonderingif

shereallyknewhowtomakenoodles

therightway.Hedippedtheforkand

twisteditthenheateandsmiledat



her...

Aatile:Wow...Itsdelicious...You're

anexcellentcook

Herfacelitupasshesmiledproudly...

Maya:Ididn'tthinkyou'dlikeit...

Aatile:Ilovethem.Haveaseat....

Shesatnexttohimandsighed....

Aatile:I'msorryaboutwhathappened



earlier.

Maya:It'sokay.WillieverseeBaby?

Aatile:Idon'tknowbutI'mherdadso

thecourtwillallowhertovisitusbut

itwilltakeaverylongtimebecauseI

wanttogivehermotherandisome

timetocooldownthenwecantalk

abouthervisiting.

Maya:Wait....(smiled)Iremember

now...I'llseeheratschool

Aatile:(smiled)Good,you'lltalkto

eachotheratschool..Babydoyou

evermissyourrealmother?

Maya:No,sheisnotaniceperson.

Aatile:Okay...Iwasjustasking



Maya:Canishowyoumyhomework?

Aatile:Yes...

Sheranoutthenhisphonerang...

Aatile:Hello?

Voice:MrJohnson,youdidn'tcome

toworkandididn'thearfromyou...Is

everythingokay?

Aatile:Hellosir...Um...Ihadalittle

problemandforgottocommunicate.

Voice:Pleasetrytobe

professional...youknowthehospital

isshortstuffed...Wehavealotof



patientsandyourabsenceisslowing

thedoctorsbecausenowthelabis

delayingwithresults.Whenshouldi

expectyouhere?

Aatile:(lookedatthetime)I'llbe

thereontimeformynightshiftandI

apologiseforgoingAWOL

Voice:It'sOK,nexttimebe

professional.

Aatile:Thankyou...

HehungupthenMayawalkedin...

Aatile:(lookingatherwork)Good



work,they'reallcorrect.

Maya:Okay..

Aatile:BabeI'mgoingtoworktonight

soyou'regoingtogranny's

Maya:(smiled)Yes...Iwasbored

nowI'mgoingtoplaywithKaren

Aatile:WhoisKaren?

Maya:Ourneighbour,shevisitsus.

Sheismyclassmates

Aatile:Cool,grabyourthings

Shehurriedtoherroomandpacked

herthingsforthenight....



AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthateveningLolopackedher

newcupsinthekitchenshelfas

Mayastoodatthedoor...

Maya:Whenarewegoinghome?

Lolo:Thisisournewhome

Maya:(tearfully)Idon'twantpeople's

houses...IwanttogohometoMaya

andDaddy.

Lolo:HeisnotyourfatherandMaya

isnotyoursister...whatiswrongwith

you?



Maya:Idon'twantthishouse,(crying

andscreaming)Iwanttogohome!

Lolo:(impatiently)Quitwiningand

bringmethoseplastics...stopacting

likewhitekids,I'llwhopyourbutt...

Mayatearfullybroughttheplastic,

whenLoloturnedtogetthemshe

pausedlookingatherastearsmet

onherchin...

Lolo:(angrily)Mayaketagoshapa

wankutwa?Don'ttrytodothat

becauseI'llwhipyousohardkana

gankekegoshapaakere?Ngwana



yoosenkeashapiwaodirahela

jaakawenajaana...

Mayapoutedfoldingherhandsand

rantothebedroomscreaminglikea

madpersonthenLoloputeverything

downandfollowedher.

Mayapickedherschoolbagandput

itonherbackthenshetriedtowalk

outasLolopushedherinside...

Lolo:Mayasitdown...Letmetellyou

somethingfirst...Let'ssitdown...



MayasatdownthenLolosatnextto

herandrubbedhertears....

Lolo:(calmly)Letmeshowyou

something....

Shetookoutherphoneandshowed

herpicturesofDubaiandthe

airplanes...

Lolo:WearegoingtoDubai...Weare

notgoingbyacarorbus..Wewillbe

flying...Don'tyouwanttogetonan



airplane?

Maya:(smiled)IsdaddyandMaya

comingtoo?

Lolo:(sigheddisappointedly)Yes...

Maya:(punchedtheair)Yes...Iwant

tositonthewindowwithMaya...

(laughed)IsaiditfirstsoI'llstayby

thewindow,youshouldtellherisaid

itfirstbecauseshewillthinkI'm

lying..

Lolo:(stoodup)Yessostopbeing

sadandhelpmepack...Weonlyhave

tostayhereforalittlewhile

Maya:(puttingdownherbag)Until

thewedding?



Lolo:(reluctantly)Yesuntilthe

wedding

Maya:Okay...

Therewasaknockonthewindow

thensheopened,awomanwalkedin

withherbagandsmiledgreeting

them...

Lolo:Hi...ThisisMaya...Mayathisis

Pono

Pono:(smiled)HiMaya

Maya:Hello

Lolo:Welcomehome...Comesee



yourroom...

LoloheldMaya'shandandledPono

tothebedroom...

Lolo:It'satwobedroomhousebutI'll

besharingwithMayasoyoucan

haveyourownroom...Howlonghave

youbeendoingthis?

Pono:Sinceiwasyoung,Iworked

withalotofchildrenanddidavery

good.Nkilekabelegabanabamonna

yomongwejaanawangakako

Letsholathebe...Hehadalotof

children,about10ifI'mnotmistaken



anditookgoodcareofthem...They

lovedme....Thatdoctordidn'teven

wantmetoleave,hewassosad

Lolo:whydidyouleave?

Pono:Hefoundawifeandshewas

goingtobeahousewifesotherewas

nomoreworkforme,kemothole

banannatota.Ngwanaootselahela

kemotshwere...osekawa

tshwenyegenyannaka,keitsetiroe.

Lolo:Okay...Wewillleaveyouto

unpack...

Pono:Thanks...

Theywalkedoutasshesmiled



admiringtheroom.....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LaterthatnightAatilewalkedinthe

toiletandjoinedtwoguysatthe

urinary,helookeddownandsecretly

lookedattheirdicks..Bothofthem

wereslightlybiggerthanhim.

Theywalkedoutthenanotherman

walkedinandpeednexttohim,he

secretlyglancedandalmostwidened

hiseyeslookingathisbigdick.…the

guywasn'tevenerectbuthewasbig.



Aatileshookhisdickandwashedhis

handsbythesink.

Hewalkedouttuckinghisshirtand

fixedhiscoatheadingtothelab,he

nevercaredabouthissizeuntilLolo

mentionedit.Hewonderedhow

manywomenthoughtthatwayabout

himbutthenhecouldn'tevenask.He

pausedatthedooranddialedDidi,

shewouldprobablytellhimthetruth

butherememberedherthug

boyfriendandhungup.

Hewalkedinandsatbythecomputer



thenheGoogled..."Dowomenlove

bigdicks?","Howdoiknowifmydick

issmall?","howsmallistoosmall?",

"what'sthenormalsizeofadick?"'

Doessizereallymatter?""mydickis

thesizeofacondom,isittoosmall?"

hesattherebrowsingforalmostan

houruntilacolleaguewalkedover

thenhequicklyclosedthetabs...

Tshepo:Dudecanyouhelpme?What

areyoudoing?

Aatile:(stoodup)Nothing...Where

canihelp?

Tshepo:Therearenewspecimens



fromemergency

Aatileputontheglovesandgot

startedthenTshepoclickedonthe

historyopenedtheprevioustabs.The

topichithomethenheclosedand

joinedhimforthetests.....

Tshepo:Aslongasthecondom

doesn'tfalloffyou'refine,sometimes

howbigorsmallyou'redependents

onthehole...Someholeshavebeen

dugbyallkindsofspades,it'snot

yourfaultshedidn'ttakecareofher

body.



Aatile:(laughedshyly)Idon'tknow

whatyou'retalkingabout...

Tshepo:Theyhaveatendencyto

startfuckingoldermenatayounger

ageleavingusbecausewecan'tbuy

themanythingandwhentheyhave

beenusedbyover50menthey

finallycomebackandclaimweare

ticklingthem.Everheardthemjustify

howadickcan'tstretchapussy

becauseapparentlyitsnoteventhe

sizeofababy'shead?AndI'mhere

likedothesepeoplewatchpornand

seewhatastretcheduppussylook

like,theyfuckaroundandloss

elasticitythenexpectustoperform



miraclessotheycancum,hellno.I

beenthroughthatshitandain'tno

femalegonnabreakmyspirit

becauseshefailedtotakecareofher

body.IfI'mI'msmallit'sbecause

you'restretchedup

Aatile:(laughed)Itmakessense

though

Tshepo:(laughed)I'mserious

Foramomentheforgothisproblems

astheychattedworking....

AtGranny'shouse....



LaterthatnightAatile'sfatherdrunk

waterinthekitchenandfoundfood

onthecounter...

Him:ForthefirsttimeMayadidn't

finishherfood,itwillrainapples

Granny:Shedidn't?

Mayawalkedoutofthebathroom

withatoothbrushinhermouth...

Maya:Ididn'twanttofinish.Iwantto

savesomefordaddy.Hewillbe



hungrywhenhegetshomeinthe

morningfromwork

Granny:I'msureyourmotherwill

cooksomethingforhim,comefinish

yourfood..

Maya:Sheisgone,sheisnotcoming

back.Shetookherthingsandleft

withBaby

Hergrandparentsstaredatherin

shockthenAatile'sunclecalled,his

fatherpickedthephonefromthe

tableandanswered....

Him:Hello?



Uncle:Alone'sunclejustspoketome,

theywantanemergencymeeting

tomorrow.Weagreedon5pm

Him:Didtheysaywhatit'sabout?We

havealreadysetthedatenextweek

ragopegamaina

Uncle:Theydidn'tsaywhatitwas

aboutbutsomethingwasoff,thatold

mansoundedlikehewasholding

somethingback,likeheisafraidor

something.

Him:Ithinktheywanttocancelthe

wedding,mygranddaughterjusttold

ussomethinginterestingbutI'llhave

totalktoAatile.



Uncle:Updatemeafter

Him:Noproblem,bye

Hehungupandlookedathisold

woman...

Him:NowI'mreallyworriedabout

Aatile,hecanbesuicidal

Granny:Idoubtthat,sincehehad

Mayahehasnevertriedthatokalela

helaabopamabuthewon'thurt

himself.

Him:Ifyousayso...



AtKen'sHouse....

«««Kenheldmyhandasiscreamed

sweatingasmybodytorelettingout

thebaby....

Ken:(kissedmyforehead)Yes...We

didit...

Isighedinreliefasthebabycried,the

doctorwipeditwithareceiverand

smiledrevealingthesex...

Doctor:Congratulations,It'sboy...



Ken:(laughedproudly)Itolditsa

boy....Comehere...

IlaughedasKengentlyheldhimall

stifflikehewasholdingsomething

delicate,heturnedandhandedhim

overtomethenismiledtouchinghis

tinypinkhands...Helookedsomuch

likeKenievengotjealous...

Me:Howdarehelookslikeyou,who

carriedhim9months,ungratefulson

ofdog!

Ken:(laughed)Youwerejustan

incubator,don'tflatteryourself



Webothlaughedtouchinghistiny

fingers»»»Iopenedmyeyeswitha

hugemonkeysmile....

Suchamindrelaxingdreamanda

goodwaytostarttheday,isatonthe

edgeofthebedyawning,thenight

waslong,Kenandhissexdrive.....

Awhiteenvelopecaughtmyattention

ontheheadboardthenireachedforit

andopened,threepicturesfellonthe

carpet.



Ileanedoverandpickedthem,the

firstpicturehadahugeairplane

Emiratestobespecifictheniturned

itaround,hehadwrittensomething

withabluepenandwhatshittyhand

writinghehad..."FlyEmirateswith

me"itsaid,iturnedtheotherpicture

andsmiledatahugebeautifulwhite

yachttheniturneditaroundandread,

"Sailawaywithme...".Iquickly

turnedthelastpictureandstaredat

themostbeautifularchitectural

designsI'deverseen,ididn'teven

knowwhatplaceitwasorifitwas

realtheniturnedthepicture,"Stupid

peasant,iknowyoudon'tknowwhat



placethatis.It'scalledDUBAIandi

wanttowishyouahappybirthday

somewhereinDubai..

Ilaughedandranoutnudescreaming

holdingthepictures,Kenturnedthe

eggsandloweredthehitasiranin

andjumpedonhisshirtlesschest,he

grabbedmeandputmeonthe

counter,Ikissedhimputtingmyarms

aroundhisneckasheheldmywaist...

DidimentionKenlookedgoodin

jeans?Ialwayslovedseeinghim

standingbythestoveshirtlessinhis



jeans...

Me:(showedhimthepictures)Isthis

real?

Ken:Arewegoing?

Me:(smiledemotionally)Ken...Idon't

knowwhattosay...Ihavenevereven

crossedtheboarderandmyfirsttime

toleavethecountryyoutakemeto

Dubai?areyoutryingtogivemea

heartattack?

Ken:Bythewaywhenamiseeing

yourfamily?yfathertoldmenotto

takeyousofarwithoutmeetingany

ofyourparents



Me:Myuncleaskedmeaboutyou,i

wastalkingtohimovertheweekend

andiendeduptellinghimaboutyou.

Ken:Weshouldvisithim...

Hisphonerangthenhekissedme

andpicked..

Ken:Yeah?

Lore:Canwetalk?

Ken:(pointedatthestove)Sure

what'sup...

Icontinuedwithbreakfastashe



walkedoutthekitchenbackdoorthen

imovedclosertothewindow

eavesdropping...

Ken:Really?...**...EneAatile?...**...

Sowhatdoyouwanttodo?...**...

Justtellher,lennangwanyanayoo

phamolwanggakemorate,what

guaranteedoyouhavethatshewon't

leaveyouforthenextguy?...**...

Exactly....**(about20minutes

passedwhilehelistenedtoLore)..

**Uhbanna...It'ssadibeenthrough

thatshit,let'shopehedoesn't

commitsuicide.Obuileshapleene

akere?...**...Momotogelleotaa



batayomongwe.(laughed)Okilea

ntenalaiteeobutkamoratahaele

gorenearewalela...(theyboth

laughed)I'mserious....Ifeelbadfor

himbuthewilltoughenup,nna

gompienogaketshegelengwanawa

mosetsana.I'llnevercryfororbega

woman,ilovewitheverythingand

giveitmyallwhenshefucksitup,I'm

blowingtheguy'sbrainandblowing

herpussybeforeihandmyselftothe

police.Thisismylastchanceatlove,

ifigetcheatedganyewagoneha.

Ishookmyheadthenmyphone

rang...



Me:Hello?

Lolo:Heyyou..

Me:Hey,howisthenewhouse?

Lolo:It'sgreat...I'monmywayto

makeapassportforMaya

Me:Areyouguystravelling?

Lolo:YesbutI'lltellyouaboutitonce

ihavesetthedates

Me:NnammakeyaDubai,Kenis

takingmetoDubai...Ican'teveneat

keexcitement...TonightIwon'tsleep,

I'llbeonGooglecheckingoutDubai

Lolo:(laughed)Okay,ididn'twantto



ruinthesurprise,Loreisalsotaking

methere

Me:(surprised)Wow,really?Andle

tsayaMaya?

Lolo:Wehaven'tdiscussedityetbuti

wanthertocome,idon'tthinkLore

willmind

Me:Won'titbeexpensivetobringan

extraperson?

Lolo:Moneyisnotaproblemwith

Lore

Me:Howso?

Lolo:Nothing,I'mjustsaying...

(pausedandcontinuedchatting)

Oopsmybossiscallingagain,koorei



misswork2daysandthey'realready

callingmelikeIleftwiththehotel

keys.

Me:(laughed)Heelawenatheogelao

taasenyegelwaketiroija

Lolo:I'mpreparingforDubaimma,i

mustgetmytravellingdocuments

ready,I'llseeMrWilliamswhenIget

back.

Me:(laughed)Shap...

Ihungupandwalkedbacktothe

kitchen,Forsomereasoniwas

beginningtofeelsorryforLolo.I

guessourchildhoodbondwasstill



theremaybethat'swhyialways

delayedtocarryonwithmyhitlist.

Shewasabouttoselfdestructonher

ownandpartofmedidn'twanttosee

hergothroughthat...

Atthemall...

LaterthatdayLoloapproachedLore's

carholdingMaya'shandandgotin.

SheleanedoverandkissedLorewho

smiledbrieflyandlookedatMaya's

chocolatyhandsonhiscarseats...

Lolo:Hey...



Lore:Ngwanaasekaatshwaradi

seat,ijustgotitfromthecarwash...

Lolowipedherhandswithwetwipes

andputtheminherhandbag...

Lolo:Howareyou?

Lore:I'mgood,youdidn'ttellme

you'dcomewithyourchild

Lolo:Iwantedtointroduceyouguys,

aren'twegoingwithhertoDubai?

Mayasawamagazineandreached

foritlookingatthepictures,Lore



worriedlytiltedthemirrorandlooked

ather...

Lore:Ihavedibluebooktsabathoon

thosefiles,asekaatshwaradi

envelope..

Lologoteverythingandputitaway...

Lolo:(annoyed)Mayastoptouching

things...

Sheturnedbackandsighed...



Lore:Weneedtotalk...

Lolo:About?(hekeptquiet)Don't

worryaboutMaya,shewillremain

behind.IunderstandthatDubaiisfar

anditcanbefrustratingtotravelwith

aminorplusI'dhavetoseekAatile's

signaturetoleavethecountry

becauseminorsdon'tleavethe

countrywithouttheotherparent's

affidavit.Ihaveananny,shewill

remainwithher...

Lore:(sighed)Ithinkwearegoingtoo

fast...

Lolo:Lorepleasedon'tdothis,ijust

cancelledmyweddingandbrokeup



withmyfiancéjusttobewithyou,ke

buakadilotsamaabane.Itoldmy

parentstocancelthewedding...You

can'tmakemeloseallandstart

secondguessingyourdecisions...

Lore:(sighed)Finebutwearenot

takingthekid,it'sexpensiveandshe

willdistractus.

Lolo:That'ssorted...Don'tworry

aboutit...

Heleanedoverandkissedheras

Mayastaredatthem...

DAYSLATER...



*

*

*

*

*[9/3,11:41PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴41

AtKen'smother's

Otlheputtheplatesonthecounteras

Igrabbedthespoonandservedallof

them...



Otlhe:(grabbedabigjar)I'llworkon

thelemonade...

Me:Canbroughtabottleofwine,he

saidsomethinglikeotilegoenwale

rrragwe...Gogetitinthecar...

Otlhe:Alright...

Igotthebowlandanotherjarwalking

outtotheshadeoutsidewhereKen

andLorewerefixingsomethinginthe

carwiththeirfatherastheirmother

relaxedonthemattress...

Ken:(turnedaroundandsawme

approachingwithajarandabowl)Uh



shemlookatthisbeautifulthing...

Theyturnedaroundandlaughed

leavingthetools...

Father:AkoonyaleOfana

Ken:(laughed)Papakeanyalajaana

Lore:(laughed)Batogabamotsaya

abeaikaletsagape

Ken:(wipedhisgreasyhandsonhist-

shirt)Raalwahelagonejaana

Father:(laughedrubbedsoaponhis

hands)Heseemstohaveashort

memory,garebategosianafour



fourtyhagapemothoarethomola

pelo

Ken:(laughed)Papanotyoutoo,

comeon....

Father:Wearalongsleevet-shirt

whenyougotomeetherfamily,i

don'tlikeyourtattoos.I'msurethey

givepeopleawrongimpression

aboutyou

Otlhe:Otaremothokengwanakante

konteke2pac

Ken:WaalelaOthe

IwashedthefatherfirstthenLore

andlastlyKen,hesmiledlookingin



myeyesasshewashedhishands

standingbehindthecarthenhe

splashedthenailwateronmyfaceas

iflinchedandwipedmyself...

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoudidthat...After

eatingyou'llwashyourhandsinthe

housebothojwagagoboathaela

Ken:(laughed)Sorrybabesautwa...

Iturnedaroundtohismotherthenhe

tickledmeasiflinchedalmost

droppingthejar...



Me:(annoyed)Kenny....

Otlheservedthemwithfoodasi

washedtheirmother'shands.Otlhe

broughtanothertraywithKenand

theirmother'sfood...

Ken:Nnakebatagoserviwamosadi

wame

Otlhe:SheOfanatakeyourfood

Me:Therragetyourfoodae

Ken:BusaOtlhe,mosadiwameotaa

ditisa

Hismother:Gatwemosadiwame?



wathapelwatheOfana...(tome)

Don'tsettleformosadiwamebagao

baitse...Hisfathermademewaita

thousandyearsbeforehecould

marrymeandialwayssmiledwhen

hecalledmemosadiwame,don't

giveKenthesatisfaction

Me:(laughed)Iwon'tevensmileat

himwhenhecallsmethat

Ken:(laughed)Babedon'tletthem

spoilourlovewiththeirancient

history...

Hisfather:(laughed)MmagweLore

wabookareathousandyearsao....



Iwenttocollecthisfoodandserved

himashesatonthechair...

Ken:Thankyou

Me:Whatever...

Ibroughtmyplateandjoined

everyoneasweatethenKendragged

hischairclosertomineandgaveme

extrameat...

Hisfather:(chewing)Thisisvery

good...

Hismother:You'reagoodcookDidi



Otlhe:Sheshouldvisiteverydaysoi

cangetabreak...

Ken:Aemosadiwamegaaapee

everydayOtlhe,can'tyouseeher

complexion?Golomolekgoamo

monna.Wenakewenao

tshwanetswengkepitsayaeveryday

Otlhe:MamawamoutwaOfanawa

ntshimolola?

Hismother:Lonakanalealapisa...

Didiihavealistofthingsiwantyou

tobringmefromDubai,don'tleave

withoutgettingthelist

Me:Emma

Otlhe:Ofanacanyoupleasetakeme



toDubai?

Ken:You'remysisternotmy

girlfriend,wantwaelanewena...bata

boyfriendegoiseteng.Okilewa

utwamanggotweoisitsemonnawe

koDubai?

Wealllaughed....

AtAatile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAatileparkedthe

carwithhisdaughterinthefrontseat

thentheysteppedoutandwalked



towardsthehouse....

Maya:DaddyBabysaysmamais

goingtoDubai

Aatile:(laughed)Loloisgoingto

Dubai?

Maya:That'swhatshesaid

Aatile:Maybeyoudidn'thearher

properly,Dubaiisveryexpensive...

Noteveryonegoesthereandmanyof

uswillneverseeitexceptonTV..

Maya:Shesaidherfriendwhokisses

heronthelipssaidthey'regoing.

Aatile:They'regoingwithBaby?



Maya:I'mnotsure..

Aatile:Maybeshedidn'thearthem

properly...

Maya:Maybe...

MayawalkedinthehouseasAatile's

phonerang...

Aatile:hello?

Hisfather:Hi,I'mcheckingonyou,

howareyoutoday?

Aatile:I'mfine..

Hisfather:Nowthatherparents

cancelledtheweddingyoucansue



herforwastingyourtime.

Aatile:Iknowbutidon'twanttodo

that,iwanttoletafewmonthspass

withouttalkingtohersoicanget

overthis.I'llselltheotherthingsihad

alreadyboughtforthewedding

Hisfather:Iknewtherewas

somethingabouther,ijustknewit...

You'llbefinethoughGodisgood.

Aatile:I'llbefine

Hisfather:Bye

Aatile:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedinside...



Aatile:Mayayoudothedishesandi

cook..

Maya:(changingclothesinherroom)

Alrighty!

AtLolo'sHouse...

Herboss...sheglancedatthephone

andputitdownthenshecontinued

packingherbagasMayasadlysaton

thebedlookingather...

Maya:Iwanttogowithyou...



Lolo:Wewillgotogethernexttime

myloveokay?Ipromise

Maya:Idon'twanttostaywithPono,

canigostaywithDaddyandMaya?

Lolo:Youcan'tdothat,you'll

understandwhenyou'regown.Iwon't

belongmyloveokay...

InPono'sroom.

Shelaidonthebedandansweredher

phone...

Pono:(loweredhervoice)



Hi...**…(laughed)...No,sheleaves

thisafternoon,you'llcomeinthe

eveningwhenI'msuresheisgone...

Heythereissomuchfoodbabewe

willenjoy,wewillwatchNigerian

moviesallnight,thereisachannel

thatplaystheniceonestsa

witchcraft...Yesterdayiwas

watchingtheonewhereamanwas

putinthebottleijooitwassonice....

**...(laughed)Mmmeish...Wewill

tastethegoodlife...Noshedoesn't

havemanyfriends,sheonlyhasa7

yearolddaughter.…**(laughed)

Mmmh...Loveyoumoratiwa...Bye



Shehungupandwenttodothe

dishes.....

Atmyuncle'shouse....

Laterthatnoonwepassedbymy

uncle'shouseandfoundhiswife

lyingonthecouchnotfeelingwell,i

reallydidn'tcareaboutheror

botheredtoaskwhatwaswrong...

Uncle:IknowyourfatherKenna,heis

ahardworker.Ifyoutookafteryour

fatherthenI'mproudofmydaughter

becauseiknowshehasabright



future

Ken:Ibelieveihaveabitofthat..

Uncle:(laughed)Gaoipokehela?

Ken:(laughed)No...

Hiswifeslowlygotupandsatup

grinninginpain...

Her:Ishii....Didigivememyfoodin

thekitchen...

Igotupandwalkedinthekitchen

thenireachedforherplateand

pausedthoughtfully.Iputthemon



thecounterandblockedmyother

noseblowingmymucusintheplate

thenicarefullymixedwiththesoup.I

coughedanddraggedthecoughout

mythroatandnostrilsthenispatin

thefoodthenIgottheforkand

rubbedmyassuntiliwassatisfied,i

dippeditbackinthericeandwalked

outwithlikenothinghappened...

Ismiledinnocentlyandhandedher

theplateasshethankfullyreceivedit

andbeguneatingasiwatchedher...

Her:(chewing)BringOrosinthe



fridge...

Iwalkedinthekitchenandlooked

backtomakesurenoonewas

comingthenIpouredtheOrosona

bowlandputitonthefloor,igothalf

glassofwaterandwashedmykuku

intheOros,Kenhadfuckedmeall

nightleavingmedrippingwithsemen

andiwasheditallinthere.

Iquicklygotdressedandfixedmy

pantylinerasKenandmyuncle

continuedchattingtheniputabitof

concentratedOrosinthebowland



usedacleanglasstoserveherwitha

smile....

Uncle:Ifitwasbackinthedaysgoing

asfarasDubaiwouldbeaproblem

especiallybecauseyou'renotmarried

butiunderstandtingshavechanged

sopleasebringbackmydaughterin

peace.

Ken:I'lldefinitelydothat...

Uncle:Iknowyourfatherbutidon't

havehisnumber

Ken:(gavehimthephone)Hereishis

number,wealreadygavehimyours

justincaseweencounterany



problemsontheway.

Uncle:That'sgood,ilikeyour

transparency...Ilovethat....

AtLolo'sHouse...

Lateronataxistoppedoutsidethen

shedraggedherbagoutasMaya

followedhercrying...

Maya:Mamadon'tgo...

Lolo:I'llbebackmygirlokay...Itsjust

foraweekipromise...



PonograbbedMaya'sarmasLolo

gotinthetaxiansweringherphone...

Lolo:Hi,ithoughtyouguyswillpick

me..Whathappened?

Lore:KenandDididelayedather

uncle'ssoigotataxitotheairport...

Lolo:Alright,I'llbethereinaminute.

Lore:Hurryuppeopleareboarding

already

Lolo:Okay..

Shehungupandsadlywavedat

Mayawhowascryinghysterically,



Ponodraggedherbackinthehouse

asshecriedholdingthedoor....

AtMaunInternationalAirport....

LateronOtlhedroppedusatthe

airport,Kendraggedourbagasi

walkedbehindshimwithmy

backpack...

Ken:what'sthetime?

Me:(lookedatthetime)Weareon

time...



WewalkedinandsmiledatLoloand

Lore,Loloexcitedlywalkedoverto

meandwehuggedforalongtime....

Lolo:Ihopethistripstrengthensour

friendshiptoo

Me:(smiled)Ihopesotoo...

Thebrothersgotonthequeueaswe

walkedbehindthemwithlittle

smiles...

Me:Datingbrothersmmh?

Lolo:(smiledandputherarmaround



me)Datingbrothersngwanaka..

OkayLolo'sexcitementgotmeall

excited,travellingwithyourmanis

funbutaddabestfriendtothatand

yougotthewholepackageof

happiness.Thefactthatshewasn't

thinkingofmeinanegativelightkind

ofmademeforgetthewholerevenge

thingandappreciatethemoment...I

wasgoingtoDubaiandthat'salli

couldthinkabout...

Kenturnedaroundandsmiledatme,

ismiledandputmyarmaround



Lolo....

Me:Ican'twaittoseetheworld...

Lolo:Ijustwanttogetintheplane....

God!

Wecheckedinandlaterwalked

towardstheplane,theexcitementof

beingclosertotheplaneonit'sown

wasoverwhelming.Kenheldmyhand

aswewalkedupthestaircaseand

intotheplane,wesatonour

assignedseats.Ilookedoutsidethe

windowandemotionallylookedat

Ken....



Ken:what?

Me:ThankyoufortakingmetoDubai

Ken:You'rewelcome,let'shopeitwill

bringusnothingbutthebest...

Heleanedoverandkissedme.I

almostcriedasavoiceovergavean

updateabouttheflight,ifeltlikeI

wasinamovieandicouldn'tbelieve

it.

ItearfullyheldKen'shandasthe

planetooktherunwayandfinally



tookoff......

AtLolo'sHouse....

Laterthateveningaround9pmPono

openedthedoorforherboyfriend,he

walkedinholdinghisbuildingtools

andputthembehindthedoor.She

closedandgrabbedhishand....

Pono:Comeandbathinatub...

Him:AtleastthenextfewdaysI'llnot

useabucket...(lookingaround)This

houseisnicenicewaitse...Iwantthe



foodfirst...

Pono:Comeandsee...

Sheopenedthefridgethenhe

grabbed1litterofTropicapineand

drunkfromthebottleastheywalked

tothebathroom...

Him:What'sinhere?

Pono:It'sherdaughter,sheis

sleeping...Shewascryingforher

mother...Spoiltbrats...

Heopenedthedoorandlookedat



Mayalyingonthebed,herskirthad

slightlymovedupshowingherround

thickbottomfilledherpanties...

Him:Ofitgorebanna...

Pono:Sheis7

Him:Shelooks12keengalemarago

matonajaana?

Pono:Kebanabadiyoghurtakere,

sheevenhasdikolamolorakelantha

kebona

Him:(laughed)Kemosadinyana...

Pono:Areyeragotungarramo

dibaboleng...



Heclosedthedoorthentheywentto

thebathroom.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtKen'sparents....

Ken'sfatherandunclesatinfrontof

thehousehavingteawiththeirlegs

crossedwitha4shape...

Him:IcalledyouherebecauseKenna

cametoseemethismorning,hewas

withhisgirlfriend...HernameisDidi.

Shewasraisedbythatoldwoman

MmaKedibonye,doyouremember

her?

Uncle:Theonewiththebroomstick,

isn'tshelate?

Him:Sheislate...Myboywantsto



marry,hemadecashdeposits...Itsa

veryseriousamountofmoney,my

phonealmostcrackedwhenisawthe

amounthedeposited.Hisrequestis

thatwedothenegotiationsandfinish

beforehecomesback.

Uncle:Banna!

Him:(sippedtea)Okelemileareo

batamosadi

Uncle:Isthemoneyenough?

Him:It'senough...Hesaysweshould

doublethebride'sprice

Uncle:Won'ttheythinkitsrude?

Him:Ithappens,ihaveattendeda

fewweddingswherebythegroom



decidestoaddonwhathewas

chargedbecauseheisgrateful,

bogadiisathankyoutotheparents

forraisingyourwife...soifyou're

gratefulandshowyourgratitudeall

peoplecandoisrejoice

Uncle:Howmuchdowehave?

Him:Hegaveme80Kanditsforpato

onlynotthewedding.

Uncle:Kenneverdresseslikearich

manididn'tknowhehadsuch

amountofmoney...I'msurepatoon

itsownwillnotexceed40K

Him:That'swhatitoldhimbuthe

saidhedidn'twantmecallingasking



forextramoneywhileheisinDubai.

Hetookthegirlthereforaweekor

twomaximum,heseemstohavea

plantoproposethereyouknowhow

theseyoungpeopleliketoexpress

theirlovepublicly...

Uncle:Willthefamilyagreetoget

magadiwithoutthegirl'sknowledge?

Traditionallythey'resupposedtoask

herbeforereceivingthemoney...

Him:Kenmetherunclebefore

leavingandsecretlytoldhimabout

thesurprise...(laughed)Theuncle

toldhimhewouldcarryonwiththe

negotiationsbuthewilltouchthe

moneyuntiltheygetbackandDidi



accepted,aregaabategoikgolega.

Apparentlyittookalotofconvincing

buthefinallyunderstoodthatthis

wholethingisasurprise.

Uncle:Soundsgood,Ofanaisinlovei

see,...(laughed)Ibetheforgotwhen

hewastryingtokillandhanghimself,

didhethinkthatgirlwasthelast

womanonearth

Him:(laughed)Thatwomanwas

cruel,idon'tblamemysonforallthe

thingshedidduringthattime,any

manwouldhavereachedabreaking

point.

Uncle:True...(sighed)Ihearyou...I



guesswedon'thavetimeandwe

shoulddothisfaster.Canwecall

themandtellthemwewillgivethem

avisit?

Him:(gavehimthephone)Yes...I

havetheuncle'snumber...

AtKedibonye'shome....

KedibonyehandedBokangachair

andsatdownasherhusbandfixed

hiscarpretendinghecouldn'tsee

Bonang...



Kedibonye:Ariana??Ariana?

Shestoppedatthedoorbusy

pressingherphone...

Ariana:(blowingagum)Yes

Kedibonye:Maketeaforyouruncle

Ariana:I'mdoingresearchonmy

phone,I'mdoingmyassignment

Kedibonye:Itcanwait

Ariana:Itcan'twaitmama,ihavea

deadline...Thisthingmustbedone

bynextweek...



Shewalkedawaymumbling...

Kedibonye:Blessing?Blessing?

Blessing:(walkingover)Maa?

Shewalkedoverandbentover

respectfullygreetingtheoldman...

Kedibonye:Maketeaforyouruncle

Blessing:(tohim)Coffeeorteabags?

Bonang:FiverosesorRooibos

Blessing:I'llmakeRooibos,wedon't

haveFiveroses



Bonang:Blessyoumygirl

Shewalkedbackinthehouse...

Bonang:TheDanielscalled,they

wanttovisitusandstartthewedding

preparations

Kedibonye:(smiled)Didiismarrying

intotheDanielfamily?

Bonang:Yes

Morapedistoppedfixingthecarand

walkedoverwipingtheoilsoffhis

hands....



Morapedi:Didiisgettingmarried?

Kedibonye:Yes

Morapedi:(satdown)That's

wonderful,whowouldhavethought

wewouldhostaweddingsosoon

Bokang:Thenegotiationswilltake

placeinmyyardsinceyousoldmy

aunt'syard

Kedibonye:Whywouldyouheadmy

daughter'sthingswhenI'malive?

Don'tyouhavedaughtersofyourown?

Morapedi:AndDidiisourdaughter

Bokang:(sighed)Kedibonye



obviouslyyou'retheonewhohasthe

finalwordbecauseyou'rethemother,

wheredoyouwantthenegotiations

totakeplace?

Kedibonye:Righthere....Andmy

husbandwilldoeverything

Bokang:Dididoesn'tknowthisis

happeningsoiagreedwiththose

peoplethatiwillcarryonbutI'llkeep

thebridepriceuntoucheduntilDidi

hasofficiallyacceptedtheyoung

man'shandinmarriage.

Morapedi:Ifsheisdatingthisman

shewantstomarryhimandit'sour

moneyastheparents,bogadihas



nothingtodowithher.

AtAatile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningMayajoinedAatile

inherpajamasandgrabbedher

joystickasherfatherheldhisplaying

avideogame...

Maya:Puttwoplayers,I'mdone

brushingmyteeth...

Hestartedthegameagainand

playedwithhisdaughter...



Maya:ImissBaby,don'tyoumissher?

Aatile:Doyouwanttocallher?

Maya:(putdownthejoystick)Yes...

Theyswitchedoffthegameand

leanedbackdialingLolo'snumber

butitwasn'tavailable...

Aatile:Loloswitchedoffherphone,

you'lltalktoheratschool

Maya:(sighed)Okay...

Theycontinuedplaying...



AtLolo'sHouse.....

LaterthatnightMayastoodbythe

passagewatchingasPonoandher

boyfriendwatchedTV,theyputabag

ofapplesonthetablewithhalf

polonywhichtheyexchangedtaking

bigbites...

Shepassedtothekitchenandmade

herselfsomenoodlesandaglassof

drinkthenshewentbacktothe

bedroomasPono'sboyfriendlooked

atherbottomsshakinginhershort



skirt,hecouldn'tbelievehowgrown

shewasletalonehowLolo'slifehad

improved.Shewasthepoorest

personintheirneighbourhoodand

Mayawastinywithabigheadbut

now....Shewasatrueimageofan

Africanyoungwoman.....

Mayaclosedthebedroomdoorand

atethenshelaiddown,theloneliness

ofbeinglockedinahouseshewasn't

familiarwithespeciallywith

strangerswhodidn'tevenallowher

towatchthetelevisionwas

overwhelming.



Shestoodatthewindowwondering

wherehomewas,evenifsheleftshe

wouldn'tknowwheretogo.Tearsfell

downasshestoodatthewindow

holdingtheburglarbars...

Shewipedhertearsandlaidonher

mothersbedthenshepulledateddy

bearherfatherhadboughtherand

closedhereyestryingtosleep.

MeanwhilePonoandherboyfriend

watchedmoviesuntilalittleover

midnight,Ponostretchedyawning



andstoodup....

Pono:Let'sgosleep..

HechangedtoNationalGeography

channelandsmiledlookingatthe

lions....

Him:Youcangoahead,I'llcometo

bedwhenthisfinishes.

Pono:OK...Didyoutakeyourpills?

Him:Ilostthemlastweek

Pono:Howmanytimesmustiforce

youtotakeyourARVsproperly,koore



wenahelahaobonaosalwalekhwedi

tsepediwareHIVehodile?It's

alwaysthesamethingwithyouthat's

whyIrefusetohaveunprotectedsex

withyou,itoldyouidon'twant

reinfection...

Him:I'llgofindthemnextweekwhen

thewomanofthishousecomes,

don'tworry...(coughed)sorry

Pono:Uhgoodnight...

Him:Goodnight...

ShewalkedpastLolo'sbedroomand

tuckedMayainasshesnoredthen

sheswitchedoffthelightsandwent



tobedwhereshefelldeadasleep....

Meanwhiletheboyfriendwatched

NatGeoforalmost2hoursand

checkedthetime,itwasalmost2in

themorningandthehousewassilent.

HeswitchedofftheTVandlights

thenhequietlyopenedLolo's

bedroomdoorandwalkedin,he

slowlyliftedthesheetsandgotunder

movingclosertoMaya...

Heslowlypulledoutherpantiesand

pusheddownhissoccerpants,he



movedcloserandtouchedherchest

twistinghernothings...Mayajumped

andtriedgettingupbuthequickly

coveredhermouthandtrappedher

onhishairychestasherlittleheart

pounded,tearsfilledhereyesasshe

rememberedthedreamshehaddays

beforebutsomehowtheman'sscent

wasfamiliarandshedidn'tknowhow.

Itwaslikedejavúlikeithappened

before...

Him:(whispering)Shh....Ifyou

screamI'llkillyou,doyouunderstand

me?I'llkillyouandthrowyouinthe

tubsoyourmothercanthinkyou



drowned.Thisisoursecretand

whoeveryoutellI'llkillthem...Ifyou

tellafriendatschoolI'llgokillher,

eventheneighboursI'llkillthemand

itwillbeyourfault..Doyouwantme

tokillyourmotherorfriends?(Maya

shookherheaddroppingtears)

Good...I'mlettinggoandifyou

screamI'llchokeyou...

Helethermouthgoandgotbetween

herlegsthenhekissedhermouthas

shefrownedatthebadbreath...

Him:Wecomefromfarmeandyou...



You'remywomanandthistimei

won'tbetemptedtogoalltheway....

Okay?ItwillbeniceandverysoonI'll

beabletoputitallinsideandyou'll

enjoyit...Iloveyousomuch.....

Hepushedthetipinandsheflinched

butitwaswaytoogoodtostop,he

coveredhermouthand.......(9t)

MYSINCEREAPOLOGIESTOTHE

SENSITIVEREADERSFORTHE

CONTENTOFTHISINSERT...
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Atschool...

Thenextdayatschoolthebreakfast

sirenwailed....



Teacher:Alrightguysgrabyour

coolersandgo...Don'ttakethebags

orpencils...

Theyallrushedoutwiththeircoolers

asusual,theteachertookouther

phoneandleanedbackthenshesaw

BabyMayaasleeponherdesk...

***

MeanwhileoutsidetheoldestMaya

approachedherlittlesister's

classmatesbutshecouldn'tseeher

thenshewenttotheclasswherethe



teacherwaswakingher...

Teacher:Maya?(touchedher

forehead)Areyouokay?

Baby:(rubbedhereyesandstoodup)

Yes...

Teacher:Areyousureyou'reokay?

Didn'tyousleeplatelastnight?Why

areyousleepingatthistime?

Baby:I'msorry...

Teacher:It'sokaylove,gohaveyour

breakfast...

Maya:Goodmorningma'am

Teacher:MorningMaya2



Maya:(laughed)"Maya2"

Teacher:(laughed)Issheokay?

Maya:(toherlittlesister)Areyou

okayBaby?

Baby:Yes

Teacher:Alrightgirls,goforyour

breakfast...

Mayacarriedherlittlesister'scooler

boxastheywalkedout,shenoticed

shewaslimpingandpausedlooking

ather...

Maya:Areyouokay?Isthere



somethinginyourshoe?

Baby:I'mfine..

Shebravelywalkedproperlyasthe

painincreased,theytookaseatat

theeatingareathenMayatookout

bothsnacksandsetthetableas

Babylookedatherconsideringtotell

herbutshedidn'twantthatmanto

killMaya,shewastheonlysistershe

had.

Maya:Yoursnackissolittle,whydo

youonlyhaveadrinkandanapple?

Baby:Ponopackedmysnack



Maya:It'sokay,I'llshareminewith

you.I'llkeepbringingyouextra

snacks,daddywon'tbemadatme.

Baby:Okay..

Maya:Let'seat...

MayabeguneatingasBabytook

smalltinybitesuntilthebellrang

again,Mayaclosedeverythingand

handedherbox...

Maya:AreyouokayBaby?Howcome

you'retooquiet...Today'sbreaktime

isboring...



Baby:I'mfine,bye

Shegothercoolerboxandwentto

class....

AtLetsholathebe....

LaterthatafternoonOtlheparkedher

mother'scarandwalkedinthe

hospitalbusyreadinghermother's

prescriptionthenshebumpedintoa

doctorandpausedwalking...

Otlhe:I'msorry,ididn'tseeyou...



Doctor:It'sokay....

Otlhe:Doihavetogetastampwheni

beensenttocollecttheprescription?

Doctor:Idon'tthinkso....Justqueue

overthere

Otlhe:Thankyou.

Shewalkedawayashestaredather,

shewasbeautifulandappearedwell

manneredbuthewasn'treadytogo

downthatroadagain.

Otlheturnedaroundandlookedat

thegooddoctorandtheyexchanged



anadmirablesmile.Shestoppedand

turnedaroundlookingathim,he

smiledwavingatherandwalked

away....

Attheparkinglot....

MinuteslaterAatilejumpedinthecar

andreversedthinkingaboutayoung

womanhejustraninto,shecaught

hiseyeandpartofhimwishedtodo

somethingaboutitbuthewasn't

readytostartanything.

Hepulledhisseatbeltreversinglost



inthoughtandbumpedonthecar

behindhimthenhesteppedonthe

breaksimmediatelyandtookadeep

breath.Hejumpedoutandlookedat

thescratchedcar,itwasaserious

scratchandhelookedaroundthe

parkinglothopingtoseetheowner

butnoonepassedby.

Hewentbackinthecarandwrotea

notethenheputitonthecarand

droveoff.....

Atschool.....



Babyquietlywrotehertestthenthe

teacher'sphonerangandtheringing

tonebroughtherflashbacks....

Shetellshim,"Ooh,love,noone's

evergonnahurtyou,love.

I'mgonnagiveyouallofmylove.

Nobodymatterslikeyou."

Shetellshim,"Yourlifeain'tgon'be

nothinglikemylife."

"You'regonnagrowandhaveagood

life.

I'mgonnadowhatI'vegottodo."

So,rockabyebaby,rockabye



I'mgonnarockyou

Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Somebody'sgotyou

Rockabyebaby,rockabye

I'mgonnarockyou

Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Rockabye,no

Tearsdroppedonthebookasshe

listenedtothesong,theteachercut

thecallandcontinuedwritingonthe

board...

TheyoungboysittingnexttoBaby



leanedoverrubbinghertears...

Him:Maya?Whyareyoucrying?

Shecontinuedcryingastheothergirl

lookedather...

Girl:Ma'amMayaiscrying..

Theteacherturnedaroundand

walkedover....

Teacher:Guyscontinuewriting...(she

grabbedMaya'swrist)Let'sgofora



walk....

Sheputdowneverythingandwalked

outwithMaya.Theywalkedalongthe

corridoruntiltheyreachedthepool

areawheretheysatbythebenches...

Teacher:whyareyoucrying?

Maya:Nothing...

Teacher:Areyouscaredofme?

Maya:No

Teacher:(madeameanface)Maybe

I'mameanteacherandibeatpeople

Maya:(laughed)Youdon't



Teacher:(scaryface)Iamscary,if

I'mnotscarythentellme...

Maya:Ijustwanttostaywithmydad

andsisterwithmama

Teacher:Ithoughtyoustaytogether

Maya:Mamatookmetoanewhouse

butsheisDubaiandIdon'tlikethe

nanny.Iwantmydadandsister

Teacher:Okay,youknowwhatI'll

do...?I'llgototheofficeandcontact

yourfathersinceyourmotherisin

Dubai

Maya:(smiled)You'lldothat?Will

youaskhimtotakeme?

Teacher:Yesbutwewillhearfrom



him....Whydon'tyoulikethenanny?

Shelookedattheteacherfora

minute,shedidn'twantthemanto

killherniceteacher...

Maya:Nothing,ijustdon'tlikeher

Teacher:(rubbedhereyes)Alright

Baby...Let'sgo

Maya:(laughed)Mydadandsister

callmeBaby,itsmynameandeven

ourneighbourscallmeBabybecause

wecouldn'thave2Maya'sinthe

family



Teacher:(laughed)Ilikeyourfamily....

Let'sgo...

Theystoodupwalkedaway.......

AtthePrinciple'soffice...

LaterafterschoolAatileleftMaya

outsidewithherlittlesisterand

walkedinwheretheprincipalwas

waitingwithBaby'steacher.Babyput

herbagonherlapsittingalltensed

up...



Maya:Areyouokay?

Baby:Iwanttogohomewithyou

Maya:IthinkDaddyisgoingtoget

you

Baby:(tearfully)Whatifhedoesn't

takeme?Orwhatifmamasaysi

muststaywithPono?

Maya:(rubbedhertears)Stopcrying

Babyyou'remakingmesad,daddyis

goingtogetyou.

Baby:Idon'twanttoseePonoorher

boyfriend...(crying)Ifdaddydoesn't

takemeI'mrunningaway

Maya:Baby...You'rescaringme,

peoplewillstealyouifyourunaway...



Daddywillgetyou.

BabybeguncryingasMayahugged

her.

Insidetheoffice...

Afterexchangingpleasantries,the

teachernarratedwhathappened

earlierduringclassandher

conversationwithBaby....

Aatile:Ididn'tevenknowhermother

wasoutofthecountry,iheardthe



childrentalkingaboutDubaibuti

guessididn'tbelieveshecouldleave

especiallywithoutlettingmeknow.I

knowherasaverycautiousperson

Principal:Wellitseemstobe

affectingher

Teacher:Shedoesn'tlikethenanny

Aatile:Idon'tknowthisnanny,idon't

evenknowwheretheystay.Honestly

wehavebeenhavingproblemsand

it'sobviouslyaffectingthechildren.

I'llgetherbecausetheideaofher

stayingwithsomeoneshedoesn't

knowdoesn'tsitwellwithme,I'mher

fatherandsheshouldhavetoldme



orleftherinmycare.

Teacher:Pleasedosomethingabout

it,IhaveneverseenMayabehavelike

thatinclass,shehasbeendifferent

thewholeday...Shedoesn'tplay

aroundormakenoisebutiknowshe

isoneofmytroublemakersinclass.

TheMayaiknowistalkativeand

playful,ihavetoalwaystellhertosit

downorkeepquietandshehasa

loudlaughterthatcanbeannoying...

Itwasawkwardnothavingthat

today...Sheisolatesherselfandshe

appearstobeindeepthoughts.

Aatile:I'llgether,andthankyouso

muchforcallingme...



Principal:You'rewelcome....

Aatileandthestaffsteppedoutand

pausedlookingatMayatearfully

tryingtoshushBaby...

Baby:(tearfullywalkedover)Areyou

takingme?

Aatile:Yeswearegoinghome...

Sheburstedintotearsandraninto

herfather'sarms.Aatileliftedherup

andwalkedoutrubbingherbackas

Mayawalkedbesideshimholding



theirbags....

Aatile:(worriedly)GorilengneBaby?

Whyareyoucrying?

Baby:Idon'twanttostaywiththe

nanny

Aatile:Why?

Baby:iwanttostaywithyouand

Maya

Aatile:Iwantyoutoshowmewhere

youstaysowecangogetyourbag

Baby:Idon'twanttogothere,ijust

wanttogohome.

Aatile:Wehavetogetyourbag



unlessyoudon'twantmetogetyou

thenyoucanwaitforataxiandgoto

Pono

Baby:(cryingloudly)Okay,I'llshow

you...

Heputherinthecar,Mayajumpedin

andwipedhertears...

Maya:Sorryokay?Wearegoing

home...Wewillneverseparateever

again,rightdaddy?

Aatile:Ihopeso...



Heclosedthedoorsanddroveoff....

AtLolo'sHouse....

Ponohandedherboyfriendtheplate

andsatnexttohimastheyatethen

theyheardacarstoppingoutside...

Him:Whoisthat?

Pono:It'sprobablythetaxidropping

offMaya..

Him:Okay...Didn'tyousayyouwant

tobuypads?

Pono:IwaswaitingforMayasowe



cangotogether

Him:It'sokay,I'llremainwithher

Pono:Idon'twanttoputaburdenon

you

Him:Mayaisabiggirl,shedoesn't

trouble

Pono:Okay,I'llfixmyselfandgo

whenIfinisheating...

ThedooropenedthenAatilewalked

in,thegirlssteppedinthenMayahid

behindAatilefearfullylookingat

Pono'sboyfriend...



Pono:Dumelang...

Aatile:Hi...Areyouthenanny?

Pono:Yessir..

Aatile:IamMaya'sfather,please

packherbagsforme.I'mtakingher

withme

Pono:Ehrra..

Sheputtheplatedownandwalked

away,theboyfriend'sheartpounded

asheputtheplatedown.Hedidn't

knowMayahadafatherandthe

thoughtbroughtchillstohisspine...



Aatile:Lethelphersowecanfinish

faster,imustgobacktowork...(to

thegirls)HaveaseatI'mcoming...

ThegirlssatonthecouchthenAatile

wenttothebedroom,Maya'sheart

poundedasshelookedatherfeet

avoidingtheboyfriend...

Maya:(gotdown)I'mgoingtodrink

water...

TheboyfriendwatchedasMayaran

inthekitchenthenhequicklychoked

Baby...



Him:(whispering)Didyoutellhim?

Baby:(tearfully)No...

Hechokedherforalmostaminute

thenhepushedher,shehitthesofa

andfixedherskirtthenhelooked

aroundandquicklyputhishand

underheruniform,heslidhismiddle

fingerandthrustforafewseconds

thenhesatbacksmellinghisfinger

intrigued.

Him:Ifyousayanything,I'mgoingto

killyourfather,motherandsister...



Babyquicklyrubbedhertearsas

Mayawalkedbackinwithaglassof

water...

Maya:Ibroughtsomeforyou...

Babydrunkhalfofitthenshegaveit

back,assoonasMayaturnedtothe

kitchenshelimpedoverholdingonto

hersister'sshirt...

Maya:(paused)what?

Baby:(fakedasmile)Nothing,iwant



togoputtheglasswithyou...

Mayaputdowntheglassthenthey

walkedoutasBabytightlyheldher

wrist,theysatonthecouchwaiting

fortheirfatherasMayapickeda

magazineandread,theboyfriend

madeathroatslashingsignby

runninghisfingeracrosshisthroat

showingBabyhewasgoingtokillher

ifshesaidanything....

MeanwhileAatilegrabbedBaby's

Teddybearandbagsthenhewalked

outintothelivingroom...



Aatile:Let'sgo....

Babywasthefirstonetorunoutand

getinthecarasAatileputeverything

inthebootanddroveoff.....

Minuteslaterheapproachedthe

trafficlightsandtookouthisphone

sendingheramessageon

Facebook...

Aatile:Katswakelebari,soyoumade

mewaityearsbecauseyoudidn't



trustmewithourdaughterand

suddenlydumbherwithastrange

manwaditatswatsedikhibidu?I

guessI'mtoouglyifyoucantrust

thatguywithMayaandnottrustme.

Ididn'tactuallybelieveyou'dgoto

DubaiwhenIhearditbutsinceyou're

gone,iwantyoutoknowthatI'm

takingyoutocourt,iwantcustodyya

gaMayaandI'mgoingtogetherntse

esespermsame,waitandsee.I

guessyoudidn'tunderstandwhat

thoseadoptionpapersreallymeant.

You'reaworseversionofMaya's

mother,atleastshewenttothenext

citywenayouabandonedour



daughterforanothercontinent.Yeah

nehmoneyistherootofallevil.My

Lolowouldneverdothis,never!Not

thegirlwhousedtosingtoher

daughterstayinginacollapsing

traditionalhut.AsoftodayI'mdone,

youjustkilledthelittleloveihadfor

you.I'mmovingonwithmylife,notto

proveapointbutbecauseyou'renot

worthmourning.

*

*

*

*

*



.

.

.
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AtLolo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningPonofilledthetub

withwaterandsawMaya'spanties

behindthetoiletseat,shepickeditup

andlookedatthestains.



Herheartskippedasshesatonthe

toiletseattryingtofindotherways

besideswhatshewasthinkingbut

shecouldn'tfindanyotherreason,

Mayawas7andamenstruationwas

impossible.

Shewalkedouttothelivingroom

holdingitandputitonthetableas

herboyfriendwatchedTV...

Pono:IwonderwhyMayawantedto

movesofast,whatdoyouthink

couldbethereason?

Him:(lookingatthepanties)Idon't



know,whatareyoutryingtosay?

Pono:Whenyoursisteraccusedyou

ofrapingherdaughterwhilevisiting

yourmotherisupportedyoubutnow

Maya'spantieshavebloodyetyou're

theonlymaninthehouse,talktome

beforeicalltherelevantpeople

Hestoodupandgentlyheldher

hands..

Him:Okay,imayhavetouchedhera

littlebit.Icouldn'thelpmyselfbuti

swearididn'tgoalltheway

Pono:I'mgoingtolosemyjob,do



youknowthat?(angrily)Andher

motherisgoingtotakemetocourt

fornegligencebecauseyoushouldn't

evenbehere

Him:Let'sjustleave,shedoesn't

knowyouanyway.Didsheseeyour

fullnames?

Pono:No,wedidn'tgointodetails.

Him:Grabwhatyouneedthenwe

leave,shewon'tknowwheretofind

us.

Pono:Thisiswhatididn'twant,this

womanwaswillingtopaymelotsof

moneyandherdaughterwasn'ta

spoilbrat,isleptallday...O



ntshenyeditsetirorra...Couldn'tyou

holdyourselffor4dayswhileiwas

onmyperiod?mxm...

Shepackedherbagsandgotafewof

Lolo'sclothesandsomeofMaya's

forherchildren,meanwhileher

boyfriendwenttothekitchenwhere

hegrabbedaMzimbabwebag-the

biggestinthepantrythenhefilledit

withfoodandputoutside...

Pono:Callthetaxi

Him:Ok...



Minuteslaterataxicameandthey

left...

AtAatile'sHouse....

Aatilefilledthetubwithwaterand

threwthechildren'swashingrags

insidethenhestoodatthedoor...

Aatile:Guys?Timetobath...Leave

theTViwanttowatchthegame

TheyranoverasMayatriedhardnot

tolimpbutAatilefrownedlookingat



herassheapproached...

Aatile:Isyourfootokay?

Hebentoverliftingherfootand

inspectedthesoleofherfootthenhe

presseditallover...

Aatile:Itispainful?

Baby:No

Aatile:Isyourlegpainful?

Babythoughtaboutitforaminute

beforeanswering,sheknewifthat



mankilledherfatherandMayashe

wouldhavenochoicebuttogoback

toPonowhereshewillbehurtall

nightlikethenightbefore...

Baby:Myankleispainful

Aatilemassageditforafewminutes

thenheputherfootdown...

Aatile:Remindmetoputabandage

onitwhenyouguysfinishbathing.

Baby:Okay...



Hestoodatthedoorasthegirls

walkedinthebathroom...

Aatile:Remembertowashyour

pantieswhenyou'redonethenyou

havetowashthetubandmopthe

bathroom.

Maya:Okay

Baby:Yes...

HeclosedthedoorthemMayatook

offherclothesandjumpedinthetub

withherpanties,Babytookoffher



clothesandpulleddownherpanties,

littlestainsgotherattentionthenshe

quicklytookthemoffandthrewitin

thetoiletwhileMayawasholdingher

breathunderthewater.

SherolledmoreTPandflashedthem

downthenshesteppedinthetub...

Maya:Whereareyourpanties?

Baby:Ididn'twearanypanties

Maya:Okay,lookatme...(pressed

hernose)I'mholdingmybreath..



ShesentunderwaterthenBaby

joinedherastheyenjoyedthewater

screamingandsinging.Itwasgood

tofinallybetogetheragain.....

AtMrsDaniel'sHouse...

OnthesameeveningOtlhewalkedin

withhergymbagandpassedbythe

sofas,hermotherwaslyingherhead

onherfather'slapastheywatched

thenews...

Mother:Youscratchedmycar,did

younotice?



Otlhe:Yes,I'msorry...Somedriver

leftmeanoteaboutit,ifoundthe

scratchwhenicameoutofthe

hospitalwithyourprescription.

Mother:HeisluckyKenhadgiven

memoneyforfixingmyitbecauseit

hadseveralscratches

Otlhe:Oh...ihadalreadysenthima

messageaboutmeetingtomorrow

buthehadn'trepliedyet.

Mother:Tellhimit'sokay,I'lltake

careofit.

Otlhe:Okay

Father:Haveyouheardfromyour

brothers?



Otlhe:NobutDidichangedherprofile

pictureonFacebookwithapictureof

herandKenontheplane...

Father:Okay

Sheheadedtoherroomandclosed

thedoorthenshethrewherselfon

thebedandtookoutherphone,she

immediatelynoticedthereckless

driverhadchangedhisprofilepicture

fromasoccerballtoafamiliarface,

sheclickedonthepictureandher

jawsdropped.….

Dammit!Itwasthegooddoctorinhis



coatwithacutewidesmileashe

stoodinthelaboratorywithallkinds

ofapparatusesinthebackground.

Sheclickedonthemessage..

Aatile:Hey,thanksforgettingin

contact.Tomorrowhalfoneisokay

forme,wherecanwemeet?

Otlheremovedherprofilepictureof

themakeupcomboshewasselling

andputherbestpicturethenshe

smiledandtypedthereply...



Otlhe:Hey,nevermindaboutfixing

thecar.Mybrotheralreadytookcare

ofit.

Hehadbeenofflineforseveral

minutesthensheclickedonhis

statusandlayonherbackenjoying

hispictures,hehad2beautiful

daughtersheadoredandhetook

picturesofalmosteverything-

daughterseating,watchingTVand

sittinginthecarwithicecreams,

doingtheirhairinthesaloonand

whentheywerebothgivinghim



kissesoneachcheek.Hispictures

werefullofwidesmilesshefound

herselfsmilinglikearetardespecially

whenitwasthethreeofthemmaking

funnyfaces.

Aatile: IswearIsawthisface

somewhere

Otlhe: Where?

Aatile:Can'tbelieveitriedtoignore

youandyoujusthadtohitmycar

justsoIcangiveyoumynumber

Otlhe: youwish...Beautiful

daughtersyougottherebuddy.

You'reagreatdad



Aatile:thanks,they'remyworld.

Otlhe:Youremindmeofmydad,he

wasaslovingasyou

Aatile:Really?Youknowwhatthey

sayaboutdaughtersandtheirfathers

right?

Otlhe:What?

Aatile:theymarrytheirfathers

Otlhe:Wowisthatamarriage

proposal??YesI'llmarryyou.Letme

goandtellmyparents

Aatile:Lolyou'recrazy

Otlhe: butseriouslyyou'reagreat

dad,theirmomisblessedtohavea



manlikeyou.

Aatile:They'refromdifferentwomen

andI'mnotwitheitherofthem.Just

leftanastybreakup

Otlhe:Didyoucheatdoc?

Aatile:It'stheotherwayaround...

AndI'mnotadoctororanurse,there

areotherpeopleinthehospitalwho

wearwhitecoatsyouknow

Otlhe:Waapayakokitchening?

Aatile:(laughedtyping)Something

likethat

Otlhe:Loliknowit'srelatedto

experimentsbecauseisawalab,

whateveritisIlikeit.Itsuitsyou...Ke



lanthakebonamonnaatshwanelwa

kecoatjaakawena

Aatile:Thanks

Otlhe:AndI'msorryaboutyour

breakup,hopeyourecover

Aatile:I'moverit,myfocusnowismy

daughters.Theybeenthroughhell

Otlhe:Icanimagine,anywayifyou

needtotalkI'mhere

Aatile:Alright,canivideocallyou?

Otlhe:Sure

Shequicklycheckedherselfonthe

mirrorandsexilysatonthebed



waitingforthecall,hecalledsitting

onthecouch...

Otlhe:Hey

Aatile:(smiled)You'rebeautiful

Otlhe:(laughedblushing)Don'tsay

thatketogakeswaba

Aatile:Warenghela?

Otlhe:(lookingathislipsashe

relaxedlookingather)Gakeresepe

Aatile:Ijustwantedtoseeyourface

andhearyourchoice.

Otlhe:I'mhappyyoucalled,igotto

seeyouupcloseandhearyoursexy



voice...You'dbeperfectforradioele

oneofthesenightshows

Aatile:(laughed)Thanks

Otlhe:Whydidshecheat?

Aatile:(laughed)Shit...Wow...That

wasonestraightquestion..Um...Its

severalthingsactually...Couldhave

beenmoney,idependonamonthly

salaryandI'mjustadegreeholder,

theguywhotookherisabusiness

man,everydayispaydayforhim.He

showeredherwithgiftsandsuddenly

iwasn'tmanenough,allourdreams

andplansdownthetoilet.

Otlhe:(laughed)Shembruisedego



bathong,otaaholapapaaukwa?

Aatile:(laughed)Don'tdothat,iwas

reallyhurt

Otlhe:(laughed)Butyoutookitlikea

man,I'mlookinginyoureyesright

nowandI'mthinkingthisgirljust

threwawayadiamondpickinga

stone.It'ssadwhenotherwomendo

thatbecausesomeofushavebeen

throughhellsowhenweseegood

menbeingdamagedreutwabothoko.

Aatile:Relationshipsarecomplicated,

sowhataboutdinnertomorrow?

Otlhe:Whataboutthegirls?Idon't

wanttotakedaddy'sattention,I'm



surethey'regoingthroughtheirown

stresses,breakupsaffectkidstoo.

Aatile:Mymothercanwatchthemfor

anhourwhileichatwithyouover

dinner

Otlhe:Soundsfairenough,dinneritis.

Aatile:it'sbeenawhilesinceI've

chattedforthislong,salerebuile

Otlhe:(laughed)Goodnightee

Aatile:(smiled)Goodnight

Shehungupandsighedputtingthe

phoneonherchestwithawide

smile...



AtAatile'sHouse...

Hehungupandwenttotuckthegirls

inontheirbunkbeds...

Aatile:Goodnight..

Maya:Goodnightdaddy.

Baby:Goodnightdaddy

Aatile:Goodnight...

Hewalkedtowardsthedoor...



Baby:Don'tswitchoffthelights,i

don'twanttosleepinthedark

Aatile:Okayandifyougetscaredcall

mynameandI'llbehereokay?

Baby:Okay

Aatile:Haveyouhadthatdream

again?(shenodded)it'sjustadream,

itsnotrealandifiteverhappensthat

someonedoesthattoyouI'llkick

themsohardtheygoingtofallinthe

otherplanet.

Baby:Canyoufight?

Aatileturnedbackandfoldedhis

fistsinakaratemanner...



Aatile:Kacha!Dushwa!.....(they

laughedsohardpinningtheirelbows

onthebed)dush...pha!……I'mthebest

fightereverandineverlose...Ever

Maya:(laughed)CanyoubeatTripple

H?

Aatile:Thatoneisababy...

Baby:AndUndertaker?

Aatile:IcanbeatthemallBabyokay?

Baby:(thoughtfully)Okay...

Aatile:Goodnightguys

Both:Goodnight....



Shetrustedherdadtofightthatman

butshewasn'tsurehowtostart,she

tossedandturnedforoveranhour

thenshegotdownherbedandslowly

openedherfather'sdoor.

Hewasalreadyasleepandshecould

hearhimsnoringasshestoodbythe

bedinthemilddarkness...

Baby:(softly)Daddy?Daddy?

Hewasdeadasleepthenshe

draggedherblanketsandsleptonthe

carpetnexttothebed,sheknewshe



wassaferwithherfatherinthe

room.....

AtDubai.....

Ismiledholdingmybreathwatching

Kenashepushedawayallhiscasino

chipsforabet,hehadwonenough

andiwantedhimtotakewhathehad

sowecouldgobuthewasn't

listening...

Iheldmybreathwatchinghimplay

against2Arabiansand1Mexican

whoweresurroundedbygirlsin



skimpydressessorevealingIcould

seetheirtits...

Thegamewentonandonuntilthe

otheronewon,Kensighed

disappointedlyandgotupputtinghis

armaroundmeaswewalkedpast

thecasinogamestands...

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoulostallthat

money,whydidn'tyougo?

Ken:Iwantedtotakeachance,can

youimaginehowrichwewouldbe

hadiwon?

Me:Butyoudidn'twin



Ken:Yesbutitwaswortha

try....(turnedaround)comethisside...

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Ken:Justcome...

Ifollowedhimaswewalkedaround

themall,everythingtookmybreath

away,itwaslikewalkingintoa

Hollywoodscene.

Ifeltlikeadivawalkinginmy

designercoatandhighheelswithmy

armhungonKen'sarmasheheldme

likethegentlemanhewas...Itwasa

perfectromanticscene...



Ken:Weshouldprobablygetbackto

thehotel

Me:Mhh...I'msureLoreandLolo

missus..

Ken:(laughed)Idoubtthat....

Wewalkedintoashopthenhewent

totheback,istoodatthesectionof

condomsstaringatthem,ihadnever

seensuchavarietyofcondoms...

Kenwalkedbehindmeandheldmy

waistwhisperinginmyear...



Ken:PickESPcondoms..

Me:(laughed)Why?

Ken:I'lltellyoulater,comeon...

Ihandedhimthepackandstoodat

theentrance,minuteslaterhe

grabbedmyarmandledmeout....

Me:Ihopeyouweren'tbuying

cigarettesagain...

Ken:(laughed)Ididn't...

Wewalkedacrossthemallchatting



andpassingcrowdsthenheheldmy

armandpaused...

Ken:Thereissomethingineedtoask

you...

Istoppedandlookedathimashegot

ononekneeandtookoutaring,i

coveredmymouthsmiling

embarrassedaspeoplewalkedby,

somesloweddownasothers

stoppedtakingouttheirphones...

Me:KenIcan'tbelieveyoujustpulled

thisstuntonmeinaforeigncountry



likethis...

Ken:Willyoupleasedomethehonor

ofbecomingMrsKennaDaniel?

Imustadmit,thecrowdsurrounding

ushadmefeelinggoodandfora

momentiwasthecentreofattention

asistoodtheresmilingandblushing,

wheniturnedaroundinoticedLore

takingavideowithhisphone....

Lore:(holdingthephone)Comeon

MrsDaniel...



Istoppedsmilingandsighedlooking

inhiseyesandthesmileonhisface

disappearedashelickedhislips

realisinghewasn'tabouttogetthe

answerhewanted,thecrowd

watchedquietlyandifinallylaughed

givinghimmyhand...

Me:Yes,I'llmarryyou....

Hesmiledrelievedandputitonmy

fingeraseveryoneclappedhands,he

kissedmesoftlyandswungme

aroundastheytookvideoswiththeir

phones..



Ken:WTFyouscaredtheshitoutof

me,whatwasthat?

Me:(laughed)Youdeserveitfor

puttingmeonthespotlightlikethis...

Hekissedmeagainandwavedat

everyoneaswewalkedaway...

Ken:Shukranjaziilan.....

Theysmiledatusaswewalkedaway

andgotacabtothehotel...



AtLeMéridienDubaiHotel....

Heopenedthedoorandwewalked

thenheclosedandkissedme,Iput

myarmaroundhisneckashelifted

meupandtossedmeonthebed...

Hepulledouthistshirtandleaned

overkissingmyneckasiglancedat

myglitteringengagementring,he

kissedmeagainandslidhishand

underthepillowasicaressedhis

tattooedbiceps...

Ken:(whispered)Wanttotry



somethingunique?

Me:Mmh...

Heputthecondomonmybelly,i

smiledandlookedatit...Strawberry...

Myfavouriteflavour.

Hesmilednaughtilyandpulleddown

hisboxerbriefsthenisatupand

rolleditonhisDashepushedmy

hairoffmyface...

Me:Itsmellsreallygood,itdoesn't

havethisannoyingsmellwadi



condom......

Ken:Andthey'reavailablebackhome

Me:(smiled)No...

Ke:Serious...

Heleanedoverandkissedmethen

helaymeonmybackandgently

#removed...

Likeandcomment,goodnight.

https://www.facebook.com/espcond

omsbw/



*

*

*

*

*

.

.

[9/3,11:43PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴45

AtLeMéridienDubaiHotel....



Heslowlyslidoutastheunique

textureofthecondomrubbed

againstmewhilewebothlookedat

hissnaketrappedinthetornado

flavourcondom...Neverhadifelt

anythinglikeitbefore,assoonashe

poppedoutidroppedmyheadback

breathinginrelief.Hewipedhis

sweatyforeheadwithatoweland

smiledlookingatmethenheleaned

overandkissedmeonelasttime....

Me:Mm....Iswearitssogoodwhen

you'regentle....

Ken:(grabbedatissueandtookout



thecondom)Iwasraisedbya

gentleman...

Me:(laughed)Whodoesn'tknow

whatyoudoforaliving...

Ken:Shutupmothokewenaeleng

goneoutwangcondom.Igotthem

justtogiveittrykgantelekerema

bolotohelajaakagale,okaipoka

Me:(laughed)Mxm

Helaughedwalkingtothebathroom

thenilaidonmytummyadmiringmy

engagementring,itwasglitteringand

icouldn'ttakemyeyesoffit.Icould

thesatisfactionoflivingagoodlife,



somethingineverhadgrowingup.

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackinand

laidonmybackkissingmyneck....

Ken:Yourparentschargedme12K

bride'spricewithoutotherexpenses,

myfathersaysheisplanningtogive

themmorethanthat,ketilegoja

kukunyanayagagogore!Tabeke

ituelakayone..

Me:(gasped)Youdidwhat?Sowho

gotmybride'sprice?

Ken:Yourmother



Me:I'mgoingtodemanditback,that

moneybelongstomygrandmother.

Gakereketswamodihitlisting

peoplepokeme,howdareshegets

mymoney?Doessheevenknowhow

muchmyschoolshoescostedwhenI

wasyoung?Sheisgoingtopayit

back.

Ken:(laughed)Heycomeon.Don'tbe

selfish,sheisstillyourmother...She

deliveredyou

Me:No,sheisgoingtogiveitback...

Ken:Nowyou'respoilingthewhole

thing...Canweatleasttalkaboutthe

wedding?



Me:(sighed)Fine...

Ken:Thankyou...(putonhisclothes)

I'mgoingforasmoke,I'llbeback..

Me:Don'tbelong...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

InLore'sroom....

MeanwhileLolosteppedoutofthe

showerwipingherselfasLore

chattedonhislaptoplisteningto

music...



Shesatonthebedlookingathimas

hetypedmessagesandsentpictures

ofDubaiwithhisfatherthenshegot

upandsuspiciouslywalkedbehind

him,hefeltherpresenceandclosed

thelaptopthenhetookoffthe

headphones...

Lolo:Whatareyoudoing?

Lore:Justcheckingmymessages,

whyareyoureadingmymessages?

Lolo:Iwascurious,whowasthat?

Lore:Don'tdothat...Idon'tlike

controllingwomen,youdon'tknow

myfriendsorrelativessoyoucan't



bequestioningmeaboutwhoI'm

talkingto,ifididthesametoyouI'd

benamedacontrolfreak

Lolo:Andyoubeenbusysincewegot

here...Wheredidyougohoursago?

Lore:Kenwasproposing,ihadtofilm

itforhimbecausehewantedtopost

itonFacebook.

Lolo:Kenproposed?Whydidn'tyou

takeme?Kantewhatwasthepointof

comingtoDubaiifI'mgoingtobein

thehotel24/7?Wehavehotelsback

inBotswanakanahaneelekaotele

nkaboketsenyekoSediehotel...I

thoughtI'llseethetowers,thebeach,



thecasinosandallthebigshops.....

Lore:I'mbroke...Wedidn'tflyhere

withbroom,itwascostly...comingto

DubaiisnotgoingtoGaboronefrom

Maun.

Lolo:Whathappenedbetweenus?I

thoughtwewerefeelingeachother?

Youhaven'teventouchedmesince

wegothere.

Lore:Itoldyouweneededtotalk...

Aatilesayshelovesyouandidon't

wanttohurtanotherguy.

Lolo:Howgenerousofyousowhat

amisupposedtodonow?Icancelled

myweddingkanaLore



Lore:Amisupposedtomarryyou?I

didn'ttellyoutoleaveyourfiancéfor

meyoudidthatonyourown.

Lolo:whatareyousaying?

Lore:Nothing....Whyarewetalking

aboutthis?Ilikeyouandyoulikeme,

let'sstoparguing...

Lolo:(sighed)Canyouatleast

borrowmeyourlaptopsoicanread

mymessages?Idon'tknowwherei

lostmyphoneinbetweentheflights.

Lore:Letmelogout...

Heloggedoutandhandedherthe

laptopthenshesatdownandlogged



in,hereyeswidenedassheread

Aatile'smessagethenshestoodup

panicking...

Lolo:No...Ihavetogoback...

Lore:Why?

Lolo:Themaidbroughtherboyfriend

over.Aatiletookmydaughter...Ihave

togoback

Lore:Wecanonlygonextweek

Lolo:(tearfully)Howmuchisitfrom

here?Can'tyouborrowmemoney?

Lore:Loloakerewarethefathertook

her?What'stheproblemnow?Can



youstopactingchildish?Doyouthink

youcancomeandgoanytime?We

budgedforthisandmyticketsare

linkedtoKen'stickets.Whoisgoing

topayforyoutogobeforetime?

What'sthehurryifthefathertookher?

Lolo:Iwanttomakesuresheisfine,i

didn'tknowthiswomanwouldbringa

maninthehouse.

Lore:What'swrongwithherhaving

visitors?

Lolo:It'snotsafeformydaughter,

shecouldgetmolested

Lore:Thatchildistooyoungtobe

molested,isn'tshe5?



Lolo:Sheisalmost7

Lore:Samething,noonecanbe

interestedinthatunlessyou're

talkingabouthimbeatingheror

something

Lolo:Clearlyyoudon'tknowanything

aboutthedangersagirlchildgoes

throughonhermother'sabsence.I

wanttogo

Lore:Thereisnootherway,kenext

weekhelabecausethat'sthe

discountweweregiven.Ican'tbuy

youticketsgoreoyekwait's

expensive,youjusthavetowait

Lolo:(angrily)YouknowwhatLore



I'mtalkingaboutmydaughterhere

doyouunderstandme?You'readrug

dealerandyouhavemoney,iknow

youweregamblinganddrinking

expensivewineswithyourbrother,if

youdon'tgivemethemoneythenyou

mightaswellstayherebecauseI'd

reportyou.

Lore:MxmotaipusetsakoBotswana,

I'mgoingtocancelyourticket....I

guessyoudon'tknowwhatI'm

capableof...

Hechangedthepasswordtohis

laptopandwalkedoutslammingthe



door....

Lolo:Ididn'tevenreplym...Lore?

Sheopenedthedoorandstuckher

headoutsidelookingaroundbuthe

wasn'tanywaycloser.Sheclosedthe

doorandsatonthebed...

Atourroom.....

Ipouredadrinkintheglassand

sippedstandingnudeonthemiddle

oftheroom,therewasaknockonthe



doortheniwalkedovertothedoor.

ForonceKenhadreturnedfromhis

smokingwalkontime,iopenedthe

doorandLorestaredatme.

Iquicklyturnedandrantothechair

whereigrabbedarobeandcovered

myselfashewalkedinandclosed

thedoor....

Lore:Hey....

Me:Hey...

Hequicklyputhishandsinthe



pocketslookinginmyeyes...

Lore:WhereisKen?

Me:Hewentforsmoke

Lore:Alright

Me:WhereisLolo?

Lore:Backinthere,wearearguingas

usual

Me:Sorry

Lore:(staringatme)Shelosther

husband,probablyjobandnowithink

custodyofherdaughtertoo...

Anythingelseyouneed?

Me:(confused)Excuseme?



Lore:Ididn'twantyoutobewicked

soididitallforyou....Idon'tfallin

lovethateasy...

Me:Lorewhatareyousaying?

Lore:Iknowshehurtyou,ireadyour

diaryandyourhitlist...Iknowall

aboutit.Ifyouwanticanmakesure

sheremainsbehind...

Me:OhmyGod....Lore?

Lore:I'lldoanythingforyou..

Me:LoreI'mengagedtoyour

brother...Wecan't-

Lore:Kenismylittlebrother,weeat

fromthesameplate..Idon'tmind

beingwithhimandIknowhewas



hurtbyalotofpeopleinthepast

that'swhyI'llbeverycarefulabout

this...

Me:OhmyGod...Iknewyouwereup

tosomething...Lore!

Hewalkedoverandtouchedmy

cheekthenheleanedoverandkissed

mesoftlyasiclosedmyeyes,he

surelywasthebigbrother.Hehad

moreexperiencewithawoman'slips

andjusttherighttouches...

Heunzippedjeansandputmyhand

inhisshorts,ialmostchokedasi



movedbacklookingathim...

Lore:(smiled)canyouhandletwo

brotherswhobothloveyou?

Me:Lore...

Lore:Kenismylittlebrotherandi

wouldn'thurthim,trustme...Leave

allthistome...Allyouhavetodois

lovethebrothersandtheywilllove

youback,protectyouandmakeall

yourwishescometrue...Iwasn't

goingtoencouragethehitlistbutit

seemstobotheryousoIdiditfor

you...



Hekissedmeagainandgently

touchedmybreastsundertherobe,

hishandwentdownasistaggered

backandgotblockedbythewallthen

heflickedmybeanandkissedmeat

thesametime....

Lore:(whispered)Canyoulovethe

brothers?

Me:I'lltry...

Hekissedmeandliftedmyleg

polishinghisweaponthenhepushed

itinasigaspedstandingonmytoe...



Me:(rollingmyeyesatthebackof

myhead)Uuuu

Lore:Icansmellmybrotherinhere..

Me:Hewasinthere

Lore:Weloveyou...

Hekissedmeandpusheditin....

AtMaun....

ThenextdayintheafternoonAatile

dialedhismotherashetookouthis

clothesfromthewardrobe...



Her:Hello?

Aatile:Hi,I'mgoingtoseesomeone

foranhourortwo,I'llpassbyand

dropoffthechildren

Her:Yourfatherandiwenttothe

farm,wewillbebackonWednesday

Aatile:shit,whatamigoingtodo?

Her:Weleftinthemorning..

Aatile:Alright,bye

HehungupanddialedOtlhe...

Otlhe:Hello?

Aatile:Hi,ihavealittleproblem...My



parentswon'tbeabletobabysitfor

me,canwepostponetotomorrow?

I'mreallysorry,iknowthisissucha

latenotice

Otlhe:Whydon'tyoucomewiththem?

It'snothingserious...justdinner

Aatile:Youwouldn'tmind?Ithought-

Otlhe:Idon'tmind,bringthem...You'll

tellthemI'mafriendfromworkor

something.

Aatile:Brilliant,thanks.Seeyouina

hour

Otlhe:Bye....



Hegotdressedandfixedthe

children...

Attherestaurant......

Aatilewalkedinholdinghisgirlsboth

sidesthenOtlhewavedfromthe

cornerwithahugesmile...

Aatile:Hey..

Otlhe:Hi...(highfivedthekids)High

fiveguys

Maya:(smiled)Hi

Baby:Hello



Theytookaseatandmadeorders...

Aatile:GuysthisisOtlhesheismy

friendfromwork

Otlhe:Heygirls...

Maya:Hi

Baby:Hi...

Aatile:Sowhat'sup?

Otlhe:Notmuch...

Theychattedaboutgeneralthings

untilthewaitressbroughtthefood...



Baby:Iwanttopee..

Aatile:Mayatakehertotheladies

room..

Thegirlsleftandthetwofriends

staredatoneanotherwithshy

smiles...

Otlhe:They'readorable

Aatile:Thanks...Whatdoyoudo?

Otlhe:Isellwhateverisindemandor

trending,iordersomethingson

onlineatcheappriceandsellto



people.

Aatile:Okay...Boyfriend?

Otlhe:Itdidn'tworkoutwiththelast

one,hewasabitcontrollingandmy

brotherskindofscaredhimaway,he

dumbedmewithoutareason.They

dothattomyboyfriends.

Aatile:Forbiddenrelationshipsare

thesweetest,ngwanyanawatengka

monate...(theybothlaughed)Nnaba

kalelamogonna

Otlhe:(laughed)Obabetse...(looked

atthedoor)Yourgirlshavebeen

gonefortoolong...

Aatile:They'reintheladies,canyou



callthem?

Otlhe:Sure

Shewalkedtowardsthetoiletas

Aatileadmiredherback,sheknocked

onthedoorandwalkedinasMaya

waswritingonthemirrorwithsaliva..

Otlhe:Hey...Whereisyoursister?

Maya:Sheisinside

Otlhebentoverlookingbelowthe

smallopeningofthetoiletshopingto

seeBaby'sfeetinoneofthetoilets



butherstainedpantieswerethefirst

thingshesawonherfeethanging

fromthetoilet.

Shestraightenedupandturnedto

Maya...

Otlhe:Howoldisyoursister?

Maya:6

Otlhe:Okay...Gojoinyourfather,I'll

wipeher...Washyourhands

Mayawashedherhandsandranout

thenOtlheknockedonBaby'sdoor...



Otlhe:Nanaopenthedoor

Baby:(wipedherselfandflushedthe

toilet)Okay,I'mfinished

Shesteppedoutfixingherskirtthen

Otlhewalkedbackinwithherand

closedthetoiletseatthenshesat

puttingheronherlap.....

Otlhe:Canitellyouasecret?

Baby:Yes

Otlhe:Iamamagician...Iknowwhen

peoplearelying..Theirearsturnred..



Canitestyou?

Baby:(smiled)Yes...

Otlhe:Howoldareyou?

Baby:(smiled)6

Otlhe:Good....Thereisbloodinyour

pantiesright?

Baby:(blockedherears)No..

Otlhe:Yourearsturnedredbutyou

blockedthem...Whydoyouhave

blood?Iwon'ttellanyone,itwillbea

secret...Ipromisebutyoucan'tlie

becauseicantellwhenyouliethen

maybeicantellyourdadthatyouare

lying,doeshelikeliars?



Baby:No...

Otlhe:Ifsomeonetouchedyouyou

cantellme,whenIwasyoungmy

uncletouchedmeanditoldmy

mother,hetoldmehewillkillmebuti

toldandhenevertouchedmeagain

becausethepolicetookhimaway.

Baby:WillthepolicetakeauntPono's

friendtoo?

Otlhe:Didhetouchyou?

Baby:Yesanditwaspainful,he

coveredmymouthlikethis...(she

coveredOtlhe'smouth)Andheput

histhinginme..Healsoputhisfinger

inme.Hesaidhewillkilleveryone,



pleasedon'ttellhimI'mtheonewho

toldyou

Otlhe:Iwon'ttellhim,whoisPono?

Baby:Thenanny...Hesleptinmy

roomallnightuntilinthemorning

wheniwenttoschool..

Otlhetearfullylookedather,she

thoughtitwasaclosedchapterbut

themoreBabyexplainedtheimages

becamemorefreshlikeithappened

minutesago,shepulledhercloser

andhuggedherrubbinghertears...

Baby:Areyouokay?



Otlhe:(sniffled)I'mfine,let'sgo...

Shegrabbedherwristandwalkedout

whereshehelpedBabysitthenshe

quietlygrabbedAatile'swristandled

himoutside...

Aatile:(confused)Um...Iseverything

okay?

Otlheputherhandoverhermouthas

hertearsfelldown...

Otlhe:(loweredhervoice)Your



nanny'sboyfriendrapedyour

daughter,thereislittlebloodonher

panties...

Aatile'sheartskippedashelookedat

OtlheandbackatBabythroughthe

restaurantglassassheateher

order...

Aatile:(whispered)Areyousure?

Otlhe:Yes...Isawit,pleaselet'shurry

if2dayshasn'tpassedmaybethey

canhelppreventHIVinfectionifthe

manispositive

Aatile:Fuck...ithinkitpassed..



Otlhe:Howdoyouknow?

Aatile:Igotheryesterday...Thisis

thesecondnight...

Otlhe:Let'sgo...

Aatilehurriedinandwalkedoutwith

thekidsasOtlheopenedthedoorfor

themthentheydroveoff...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital....

Aatilepacedaroundrubbinghisneck

asOtlhesatonthechairwithMaya

lyingherheadonherlapasleep,Baby

satonthehospitalbedplaying

gameswithherfather'sphone....



Otlhe:Youneedtorelax...

Aatile:(tookadeepbreath)Iam

relaxed...

Thedoctorwalkedbackinand

handedthemthereportandBaby's

medicalcards...

Doctor:ARTworksbetterwithinthe

first24hoursofgettingexposedto

thevirusafterthateachhourcounts.

Technically72hoursisnotbadbut

it'snot100%,wecannotsayforsure

itwillworkespeciallysinceshe

indicatesithappenedatnight,thisis



thethirdnightso...(AatileandOtlhe

sadlylookedatthedoctor)wejust

havetopraythatthemanisn't

positiveorthatGoddoeshis

wonders,maybewehave3to5hours

beforeitclocks72becausewedon't

knowwhattimeofthenightit

happened.Wejusthavetoputallin

God'shandsandtrusthimwithour

kids...I'mreallysorryAttie

Aatile:It'sokay....So...Canwego?

Doctor:Sure...herearehermedsbutI

don'tknowhowyouwillkeepaneye

onhercuts,youhavetomakesureto

washesherprivatesjusttoavoid-



Aatile:Isthereanotherway?Sheisa

girl-I'maman...Idon'twanttosee

thatpartofmydaughter,itwouldfeel

likeI'mviolatingherprivacy...Ican't..

Otlhe:I'lldoit...

Aatile:(gratefullylookingather)

Thanks..

Doctor:Alright...Wearedone..Ihope

you'llgetnegativeresultswhenyou

comefortheHIVtest

Aatile:Ihopesotoo...

HeputBabydownandheldherhand

asOtlhewokeMayaandfollowed

themholdinghands,thefourgotin



thecaranddroveoutofthehospital...

Thekidsfellasleepinthebackofthe

carwithinashortdrive...

Otlhe:I'mreallysorryaboutyour

daughter,ihopeshetestnegative

Aatile:Ihopesotoo...Howcouldi

havenotnoticed?Imean....Howdidi

missthis....Isawthisguyandiknew

ididn'tlikesomethingabouthim...

Whycouldn'tIaskher?

Otlhe:Becauseyou'reamanandshe

isagirl,youwouldn'tknow....Even

somewomenwouldn'tnotice

becauseweallhumans.Ifsomething



hasn'tcrossedyourmindyouwill

neversuspectit.Manyparentsthink

they'regoodmothersbuttheydon't

knowthatthemannexttothemis

probablymolestingtheirkidsand

mostofthesekidsnevertellanyone

untilthey'readults.Childmolestation

issuchaforbiddentopic,nobody

wantstofacethetruththatchildren

areindanger...Don'tblameyourself...

Sometimesithappensrightunder

yournose.

Aatile:Ifailedher....Ifailedher...

Otlhe:Don'ttalklikethat...



Minuteslatertheyarrivedhomeand

tuckedthechildreninandsatonthe

couch,Aatile'sheadwasstilldown

andhecouldn'tstopthinkingabout

whathappened....

Aatile:Ican'tbelievethis...Andyou

knowwhat'sfunny?IsentLoloa

messagebutshejustlookedatit,no

reply....Whatkindofamotherdoes

that?

Otlhe:Maybeherphoneswitchedoff

beforeshecouldreply,idoubtany

motherwouldrelaxafterbeingtold

thisaboutherlittlegirl.Shewillbe



heresoon...

Aatile:Thankyouforeverything...

Otlhe:Thankmeaftershetests

negative,untilthenidon'tdeserveit...

(stoodup)Ishouldgetgoing,canyou

takemehome?

Aatile:Canyouspendanight?In

casesheneedstousethetoilet

Otlhe:(laughed)Sheisfine...I'llcheck

onyouguysearlyinthemorning...

Hisphonerang...

Aatile:Hello?



Voice:Hi,wesearchedthehouseand

thereisnobody,wewillwidenour

search.…Wewillgethimthatican

promiseyou...Evenifwedon'tknow

herfullnameswewillstillfindher

Aatile:Thanksbye

Voice:Bye

HehungupandsighedasOtlhe

staredathimsadlyputtingthephone

down,hewasclearlystressed...

Otlhe:(smiled)Youknowwhat...I

thinkI'llspendanightjusttocheer

youup.Let'swatchamovie,wewill



talkabouteverythingelsetomorrow....

Hetookadeepbreathandexhaled

thentheylaybackwatchingamovie...

AtLeMéridienDubaiHotel....

LorewalkedinasLolopackedher

bagscrying...

Lore:What'swrong?

Lolo:I'mgoinghome...I'mgoingto

askDidiformoneyorevenKen,i

knowtheywon'trefuse....Toobadif



youthoughtyou'dstopme,I'llgeton

aflighttoMaunandwithin13hours

I'llbeholdingmydaughter.

Lore:(sighed)Fine...I'msorryabout

earlier.DidiandKenwenttothe

casino,wewillhavetotakeataxi

there...

Lolo:Thanks...

Lore:Putyourthingsdownlet'sgo...

Lolo:Won'ttheyneedmyIDatthe

casino?

Lore:Nojustleaveeverything.

(pressinghisphone)I'mtalkingtothe

cabdriver...Comeon...



Heheldherhandandledheroutof

thehotel

Inourroom....

Kenjoinedmeonthecouchwitha

bowlofaChinesedishandfedme

thenhekissedmeasichewed,God

theguiltifeltknowingihadjustlet

hisbigbrothertouchmewashorrible,

eachtimeheinnocentlysmiledatme

I'dfakeasmileandtrytojustify

myself-atleastitwashisbrother...It

wouldprobablybeworseifididit

somerandomman....



Ken:WhereisLolo?

Me:Apparentlyhernannybroughta

boyfriendtothehousesoshe

changedhermindaboutstaying,she

wantedtocatchthenextflightto

Maun

Ken:Ok...Loremusthaveforgotten

totellme

Me:Mmh...

Imovedoverandlaidmyheadon

Ken'schestaswebothwatchedthe

TV...



Inthecab....

LoreandLologotinthecaband

closedthedoors...

Driver:Hello

Lore:Hello...wespokeonthephone

earlierright?(pooraccent)Khadhani

'iiilaaalkazinu

Driver:(laughed)Rayie

Lore:(puthisarmaroundLolo)Ana

abieuha

Driver:(lookedatLolo)Kam



althaman?

Lore:$100

Driver:Sa'atsilbisadiq

Lore:Alright...

Lolo:(smiled)Whatlanguageisthis?

Lore:Arabic,ilearntthislanguage

online,youshouldlearndifferent

languages.Atleasthavethebasics

ofacountrywhenyouvisititsoyou

canstrikeaconversationwiththe

locals.Itwillhelpyousurvive.

Lolo:Ok...Whatwereyousaying?

Lore:Hesaidits$100fromhereto

thecasinoandiwaskindofshocked,



hesaysDubaiisexpensive...

Lolo:Understandable...

Lore:StoponthenextshopI'm

thirsty

Hedroveforquitesometimeand

stoppedatarandomshop....

Lore:I'mgoingtobuydrinks,want

some?

Lolo:Anyjuice...

Driver:(gavehim$100)bringmea

drinktoo

Lore:Alright..



Driver:(pointed)I'mparkingthere..

Lore:Sure...

Lolorolleddownthewindowand

staredatthetallfancybuildingsas

thetaxitookaparkingspacea

distancefromtheshop.

MeanwhileLoreboughtaboxof

gumsandsteppedoutthenhe

stoppedapassingcab.Itquickly

stoppedthenhehoppedinand

closedthedoor.



Lore:GoingtoLeMéridienDubai

Hotelplease

Driver:Alright...

Hedrovehimbacktothehotel....

AWEEKANDDAYSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

*



.

.[9/3,11:43PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴47

AtAatile'sHouse.....

AatilehandedMayaherlunchboxas

shereluctantlylookedatherfather,it

hadbeendayssinceshehasn'tbeen

abletogotoschoolwithherlittle

sister...

Maya:Willshebeokaytomorrow?



Aatile:Yeah,shewillbefine...goto

school....It'sjustthisfever

medicationsheistaking

Maya:Okay...

Theschoolbushonkedandshe

hurriedoutfixingherbackpackstrap.

Aatilewenttothekitchenwherehe

cookedsoftporridge...

MeanwhileinthebedroomBaby

wokeupfeelingsickasshesaton

thebedthenshefeltvomitcoming

up,sheranouttothebathroombutit

allgushedoutonthepassageasshe



heldherchestsplashingonthefloor...

Aatilehurriedoverandliftedherfrom

behindtakinghertothetoiletwhere

sheleanedinandthrewup.He

leanedagainstthedoorframesadly

lookingatherthenhegrabbedthe

mopandcleanedup...

Aatile:Takeabathokay?

Baby:Ok...

Babywalkedoutofthebathroomand

quietlylookedatherfathercleaning



up...

Baby:I'msorryforthrowinguponthe

floor..

Aatile:It'sokay...it'sthemedication,

you'llbefineinacoupleofdays

Baby:AmigoingtohaveHIV?

Heturnedaroundandlookedather

speechlessly...

Aatile:WhatisHIV?

Baby:It'sthesicknessyougetwhen

yougetrapedortouchanother



person'sbloodwithoutgloves.

Aatile:Um...Wow...Wheredoyouget

that?

Baby:Everyoneknowsit,youdon't

know?

Aatile:Takeabathandthenwewill

sitdownandtalkaboutit...

Baby:Okay....

Shewentbackinsideleavinghim

dumbfoundedholdingthemoplikea

statuethenhismothercalled,he

washedhishandsandanswered...



Him:Hello?

Her:HasLolotakenherdaughter?

Him:No,sheisnotbackyet..

Her:Youshouldtakehertoher

grandmother'shousethen,ican't

believeyou'regoingtocontinue

stayingwithherchildafterwhatshe

didtoyou.Whatifsheaccusesof

rapingherdaughter?

Aatile:Babyalreadytoldthepolice

whodidthisandthey'relookingfor

him,iadoptedBabyandshereally

thinksI'mherdad.…idon'twantto

betrayherlikethat.Stayingwithher

grandmotherisnotanoption,these



arethesamepeopleshewas

molestedstayingwith...

Her:Andhowisthisyourproblem?

Don'tyouseehowfoolishthis

womanismakingyoulook?Firstshe

cancelstheweddingandrunsofwith

amechanicandthenshedumpsthe

babywithyou?Wheredidigowrong

withyouAatile?

Aatile:Theproblemisyoudid

everythingright,mymothertaught

metocareaboutotherpeopleand

rightnowidon'tknowwhoI'mtalking

tobutyoubetterbringbackmy

mother.



Her:I'msorryforwhatI'mabouttodo.

Thisisgoingtohurtmemorethanit

willhurtyou.

Shehungupthenhesighedand

dialedanumber...

Voice:Johnson

Aatile:Sir...Mydaughterisnot

feelingwell,itlookstodaysheisway

toolow,imightbelate.

Voice:Can'tyoufindasolutionfor

this?Becauseyoubeenmissingwork

foralmostaweek,youknowverywell

weareshortstaffed,isympathise



withyoubutIhaveajobtodoand

thatjobistomakesurethatpeople

getthebesthealthassistanceinthis

hospital.

Aatile:Iunderstand,I'llseewhatto

do...Ijustthoughtofsomething..

Voice:Yesplease,think.Seeyou

later...

HehungupanddialedOtlhe....

Otlhe:Heybabe

Aatile:MorningAngel...

Otlhe:(laughedblushing)Iheardyou



callingyourdaughterthat,whydo

youcallmethat?

Aatile:You'llknowoneday...Ihavea

favourtoask

Otlhe:Sure,what'sup?Bytheway

howisBaby?Shesoundedsick

yesterday

Aatile:Sheisstillnotfeelingwellbut

mybosswon'tallowmetomiss

anymorework,I'mfuckingterrifiedto

hireamaidandmymotherwon'thelp,

hergrandmotherfromhermother's

sideisliketheworstgrannyeverso

I'mjuststuck...

Otlhe:Aorrawhydidn'tyoucallme?



Aatile:Ididn'twanttobeaburden,

relationshipgaesimololagagobate

okopathusothatabecauseitwill

turnoffanotherperson.

Otlhe:(laughedandgotoutofbed)

Yousoundcrazy,I'mtakingabathke

etakoo,letmetalktoBaby...

Aatile:Holdon...

Babysteppedoutofthebathroom

thenherfatherhandedherthephone..

Aatile:It'sauntOtlhe...



Babysmiledandputthephoneonher

ear...

Baby:(smiled)Hello

Otlhe:Heybestfriend,howareyou

feeling?

Baby:Ithrewuponthefloor

Otlhe:It'sthemedication,ithrewup

likethattoobutyouknowwhat?

After2weeksiwassuperfine...

Baby:Okay...

Otlhe:I'mcomingtospendtheday

withyousodaddycangotowork

okay?Hemissedworkwaytoomany



timeshewilllosehisjobifhekeeps

missingwork

Baby:Thenwewon'thavemoney?

Otlhe:Exactly

Baby:Seeyoulater

Otlhe:Bye

Shehungupandhandedherfather

thephone...

Baby:Sheiscomingover

Aatile:Okay,I'mgoingtogetready

forwork,yourbreakfastisonthe

counter..



Baby:Okay.....

***

AlmostanhourlaterOtlhewalkedin

thehousewithaplasticoffruitsand

othersweetthings,theheadedtothe

kitchenscreamingtheirnamesas

sheputthingsinthefridge...

Otlhe:Baby?Andthebigbabe?

Aatilewalkedinfixinghistieand

grabbedherbythewaistkissingher



thenheclosedthefridgeandkissed

hermorewithherbackagainstthe

fridge...

Aatile:Imissedyou...

Otlhe:(giggledpushinghimback)

Stop...Babycouldwalkinany

minute...Icalledhernamewheni

walkedin...

Hekissedherpassionately,they

heardBabycoughingonthepassage

andquicklystopped.Otlheopened

thefridgeasAatileinnocently

fetchedwaterinthesinkwitha



glass...

Baby:(smiled)Hi...

OtlhehuggedherasBabyputher

armsaroundherwaist...

Otlhe:Howismybestfriend?You

lookterrible...

Baby:Iwasthrowingup..

Otlhe:Didyoueatanything?

Baby:Daddymademotogo...

Otlhe:(smiledandpinchedAatile's

cheek)Ijustloveyourdad...(walking



out)let'sgowatchTV...

Aatilesmiledastheyexchanged

naughtyglancesthenheputthe

glassdownandwenttogethiscar

keys.

Thegirlssatonthecouchwatching

TVashepassedbyandleanedover

givingBabyahighfivethenhe

almostkissedOtlhebutquickly

remembered,hepausedandgaveher

ahighfiveasshelaughedathim...

Otlhe:Haveaniceday...



Aatile:(closedthedoor)Youtoo...

(openedthedoorandstuckhishead

in)Bythewaydon'tforgetto

advertisethoseweddinggownsand

suitsforme

Otlhe:Okay,somebodygotthecake

already...Shesaidshewillpaytodayi

gaveheryournumberforewallet.

Aatile:(closedthedoor)Thanks,

cheers....

Hedroveoff........

AtMaunInternationalAirport...



Westeppeddownthestairsasmy

hairwavedbackwhileKenheldmy

hand,Lorepushedourbagsandput

theminthebootastheirfather

steppedoutofthecartogreetus,

theyshoulderbumpedlaughingasi

watched.Thiswasacloseneat

familyandtheywaytheymadejokes

togetherwasjustadorable,ifever

therewasahatedandbetrayal

comingitwouldbethroughme...

DestroyingahappyUnitedfamilyand

iwasn'tabouttoletthathappen.My

grandmotherwasprobably

disappointedinmewherevershe



was....

Theirfathersmiledandturnedtome

respectfullyshakingmyhandasi

smiledbackrespectfully....

Him:Birthdaygirl....Youevenlook

lighter,Dubaimustbeparadise

Me:(laughed)Thankyou.......Itwas

great

Him:(toLore)Whereistheotherone?

Lore:Ohshehadtocomeearly,her

maidapparentlybroughtvisitorsto

thehouseandshefeltherdaughter



wasn'tsafe.

Him:Understandable...Comeon,let's

go...

Weallgotinthecar,Loreandtheir

fatherinthebackwhileKenandigot

inthebackwhereheclosedthedoor

andkissedmebysurprise,iglanced

athisfathertomakesurehewas

looking,hiseyeswereontheroadas

hechattedwithLorewhowaslooking

atusonthemirror...

AtLolo'smother's....



LaterthatmorningAatile'smother

drovethroughthegate,therewasa

groupofmensittingunderthetree

havingtraditionalbeerwhile

Gobona'slastbornlaidontheground

withhertummyeatingsoilasmucas

floweddownherchin...

Aatile'smotherparkedunderthetree

andsteppedout,Gobonasteppedout

withajarofmberereandpouredfor

themensittingunderthetreeasthey

laughedloudlychatting...

Her:Dumelang...



Gobona:dumelang...

Her:Canitalktoyourmother?

Gobona:Sheisinsideher

house...(pointed)Thatone

Sheknockedonthedoor,Lolo's

motherrespondedwithalowvoice

thenshewalkedin,thewindowswere

closedanditwasstuffy,allkindsof

smellsthatcouldmakeyouthrowup

weretrappedinthereasshelaidon

thebed...

MaAty:Ineedyoutocallyour

daughterfromwhereversheissoshe



cancollectherdaughterfrommy

son'shouse,shesaidshedoesn't

wanttomarryhim.Akerethereare

bettermenoutthere?Lethertakeher

daughtertothosemen.Mysonis

alreadystrugglingwithhisdaughter,

hecan'thaveanotherburdenagainof

asickchild.Iwon'tallowyour

daughtertotakeadvantageofmy

sonlikethat.

MaLolo:(weakvoice)Idon'tknow

whereLolois...Iheardhersister

sayingsomethingaboutBudai,idon't

knowthecoldcountries...Ican'ttake

Mayalookinglikethis...Ihavealiver

diseasessoican'tdoanythingfor



myselfrightnow.

MaAty:Sowhyisthismyson's

problem?Pleasegetoneofyour

relativestocollectyour

granddaughterfrommyson'shouse

bytheendoftoday.Noonewilltake

advantageofmysonaslongasIlive.

Kanabasadibanalegotsayamonna

yoosiamemgjaakasehema,koore

Lolojaanaareoiponetsesembekete

sesemmelegelangngwanaenea

beletakoboDubai...Isn'titsheleft

mysonbecausehedidn'thavethe

moneytoaffordher,whydidn'tshe

tellhercartobabysitherdaughter?

(angrilypointingather)Getyour



granddaughterbeforetheendof

todaydoyouunderstandme?Gether

oryou'llpaybackmagadi,doyoustill

havethe12Kwepaidyou?

MaLolo:Iusedthemoney...I

renovatedmyhomebecausei

thoughttheweddingw-

MaLolo:Wellwehavetherightto

demandbackthatmoneyforbreach

ofthecontractandifthatgirlisnot

outofmyson'shousebytheendof

todaywearegoingtodemandit.Re

taabonagoreotaaatsaakae.I'm

notabouttowatchmysonlosehis

jobbecauseofanotherman'schild.If

itwashischilditwouldbeokaybut



it'snotandthemotherisunthankful...

Atleastifshewasgratefulbutno...

Shegoesaroundinsultingmyson

tellingpeoplemysonisn'tman

enoughinbed...Ifeelinsulted!Aatile

willnotlosehisjobforanunthankful

bitchlikeyourdaughter.Ngwanawa

gagogaanamaitseo,sheistempting

allofusandleadingusinto

temptationnnaasmotherketaa

leohahelahaelesengweesengmo

gongwanake.Ketetsemogomaswe

olakikagaoomaneketilekego

ipaakanyeditsekeikaeletsegogo

kgwelagala...

MaLolo:I'llgetherbeforetheendof



theday,idon'thavethemoneytopay

backmagadibecauseialreadyused

themoney.I'mverysorrythatmy

daughterdidthat...

MaAty:Ihopeyouunderstandthat

I'mjustamotherprotectinghercub,

forthatboyI'lljumphillsand

mountains...Ididn'traisehimtobea

toyforwomen,hemightbenicebuti

won'tletpeopletakeadvantageof

that.(walkingaway)Haveanice

day....

Sheclosedthedoorandwalked

passedthetreewheredrunkmen



weresittingbeer...

Man:(drunkandtongue-tied)Hey...

Mami?Dahli?Takwanokegorekele

kopiyaMbererekanaobatapower?

Man2:Monnagaotshabemosadiyoo

itseegokgweetsa?

Man:Lennakenalebicycleakere

TheylaughedloudlyasMmagwe

Aatiledroveoff......

AtMmaDaniel'sHouse....



WeallgreetedKen'smotherand

exchangedhugsexcitedly...

Ken:OkaeyobarengOtlhe?

Her:Shewenttoherboyfriend's

house,hisdaughterwasn'tfeeling

wellandhecouldn'tmisswork.Heis

singleparent

Ken:Shedidn'ttellmeshehasa

boyfriend

Hisfather:Doyoublameher?

Lore:Ididn'tknoweither

Her:AndI'dappreciateitifbothof

youkeptyourdistancefromher



boyfriendtoo,Otlheisnotababyand

you'rewastinghertime.Thisman

soundsreallygood,ihaven'tmethim

butilovehimsoidon'twanttohear

hersayingyoutalkedtohimorsaid

anythingtohim.

Theirfather:Weareseriousabout

thistoo,Otlhedoesn'tliketheway

youbothinterfereonher

relationshipswhilesheneverdoes

thattoyouaboutyourgirlfriends.

Someofyouhadcheatinggirlfriends

whomtheyalmostcommittedsuicide

forbutwenever-

Ken:(laughedandwalkedaway)

Wow....Okay....



MaDavid:Didicomeinandseeafew

thingsinhere....

Wewalkedinthehouseandshe

handedmevouchersforabridal

shop...

MaDavid:Thisismygifttoyou...

(sighed)I'mreallyhappythatyou

broughtasmileandhopetoKen's

face...Hewasamessbeforehemet

you...Ididn'tlikethepersonhewas

becoming...Gettingtattoos,drinking

andsmokingheavily...Icanseethat

roughmanturningsoft...Backtothe



boyiraisedtoloveandcare...Thank

youforrestoringhim,indeedtrue

loveexist.

Shehuggedmeandihuggedher

back,itwasfinally...I'dneverhurt

Kenagainnotaftergivingmeso

muchloveandagoodmotherwho

nevernotevenoncefeltiwasn'tgood

enoughforherson.Tearsfilledmy

eyesasilookedatthevoucherand

huggedheragain....

MaDavid:I'malittleexcitedabout

thewedding...Idon'tknowhowit



feelstohaveadaughterinlawbuti

can'twaittobragaboutitatour

familyweddingswhenishowupwith

you..

Me:(smiled)Thankyou...

MaDavid:Pleasego..Iknowyou

havealotofplanningtodowithyour

motherandfamily.

Me:thankyousomuch..

Iwalkedoutputtingitinthebagas

Kenstartedthecar,ishookmyfather

inlaw'shandandjumpedintheback

asKenandLoresatinthefront...

Ken:Whattookyousolong?



Me:(laughedandwavedmyvoucher)

Justamotherinlawdaughterinlaw

convo...

Ken:(laughed)Howcanshegiveyou

andnotme?Stopstealingmy

mother...

Lorequietlylookedoutsidethe

windowandsighed...

Lore:Ineedtotemporarilymovein

withyouguyswhilelookingforanew

house,Lolomadefunnythreatswhen

wewereinDubaiandidon'twant

snifferdogsgivingmetrouble.



Ken:Alrightnoproblem

Lore:Thanks...

IglaredatLoreandsighedangrily...

Ken:So...Shouldidropyouoffat-

Lore:Atmyhouse,ihavetopackand

callthemovingtruck...I'llbehomein

theevening...

Ken:Alright...

ItriedLolo'snumberbutitwasn't

availabletheniputmyphonedown...



AtLore'sHouse....

MinuteslaterKenparkedthecarthen

westeppedoutandwalkedinthe

house,iwaitedonthecouchasthey

checkedthestash.

ItookoutmyphoneandGoogled

weddinggownsthenLorewalkedin

andquicklyclosedthedoorthenhe

movedthecurtainspeakingoutside

asKentookouthisbad.

Me:You'renotmovinginwithus



Lore:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Loreithoughticoulddothisbut...

Ican'thurtKen...Notafterwhathe

wentthroughandhismotherloves

me,hissisterlovesme...Everyone

lovesme...IfeellikeGodgavemea

familyineverhad.Myownmother

hasnevergivenmeanythingbut-

Lore:Whatareyousaying?

Me:Whateverwewereabouttostart

isover...Ican'tdoit,ifeelguilty

Lore:Didiiloveyou...Youknowi

lovedyoutheveryminuteisawyou

wheniwalkedinthathouse...

Me:I'msorry...Ihaveaweddingto



preparefor,ican'tcheat...Idon't

wanttomakethesamemistakeLolo

madedestroyingherfamilyonthe

lastminute.

Lore:Sowhatamisupposedtodo?

Me:Findagirlfriend

Lore:IloveyouandI'mnotaboutto

giveuponyou,doyoureallythinki

wentthroughallthattroublejustto

throwinthetowel?

Hepulledmeoverandforcefully

kissedmethenislappedhimand

walkedout..



Lore:Wearenotover....

Kenwalkedoverholdinghisbrother's

bagthenitookadeepbreathand

smiledwalkingpasthim...

Me:Don'tbelong...I'mexhausted

Ken:Alright...

Iwaitedinthecarlookingatthedoor,

igotanxiousashetookabitlonger

thenhewalkedoutandwedroveoff...

Me:Babewhydidn'tyouaskmeifit



wasokayforyourbrothertomovein

withus?Wearepracticallymarried

andweshoulddiscusseverything,

isn'tthatwhatmarriedcouplesdo?

Ken:Ididn'tthinkitwasabigdeal

sinceitsajustaweeknortwo...Do

youmindifhemovesinwithus?

Me:Yes...I'msousedtowalking

aroundthehousehimbeingthereis

just...Andyoutravelmorethanhe

doeswhichmeans-

Ken:Iunderstand...I'llmakesurehe

findsahousetodayandmovethere

insteadofours,Ishouldhaveasked

you...I'mjustusedtomaking



decisionsonmyown

Me:It'sokay...

Atthehospital....

LateronAatileandTshepowalked

outofthehospitalforabreak...

Tshepo:IsawBayang'sgirlfriendlast

week,thisguyoimisitseobonye?

Aatile:(laughed)Yeahandthe

divorceisn'tfinal,hiswifewillkillthat

littlegirlwhenshefindsout...

Tshepo:Iwanttomarrymygirlfriend



butigetcoldfeeteachtimeiwantto

bringupthetopic

Aatile:Don'tbeme...I'msoscaredto

havesexwithOtlhebecauseiknowif

idoitwillbethelasttimeI'mseeing

her

Tshepo:Justtakeachancemar

wenaoragashaphela?

Aatile:Ithoughtso....Imean...Ihave

hadsexwithwomenbeforeherand

andtheyclaimedtobehurtand

moanliketheywerecumingbutnow

I'mwonderingifitwasallrealorthey

fakedallthattoboostmyego.

Tshepo:Womenfakeorgasmsallthe



timeandallthatmoaningcanbefake

too,myexsaidshefakedallher

moanswhenallshewasthinking

aboutwasherex...Itbrokemyheart

formonthsbutuh...ThewomanI'm

withseemsfine...Shecaneven

initiatesexketsenahelaalehungry

evenwhenI'mtiredshe'djumpontop

andrideme...Sheismyworld.

Aatile:I'mafraidtodisappointOtlhe

waitse,andI'mstillwonderingiii

reallyhavealittledick...Iwanttosee

moredicks.NotgaInternetlikereal

menaroundhere

Tshepo:Nobodyisgoingtoshowyou

hisdicksoithinkyoushouldjustget



overitandfuckOtlheifyouloveher,

ifsheleavesandnevercomeback

fineifshesticksaroundfinetoo...

Lolointentionallybruisedyouregoso

youwon'tenjoysexbecauseyou'll

alwayswonderifyou'remanenough

andyou'llcompetewithanimaginary

bigdick.Fuckthatnnagakenasepe,

dikukuletsonedinaledisizekana,

youcan'twearsize10whenyourfeet

issize8lehagokaandthefactis

onceyoupicksize8you'reman

enough.You'regoingtoturnOtlheoff

ifyoutakeLolo'swordstoheart.

Aatile:Yeah...Iguessyou'reright...



Hisphonerang...

Aatile:Hello?

Didi:Hey,ibeentryingLolo'snumber

butit'snotavailable,haveyouseen

her?

Aatile:No,whendidshegetback?

Didi:Lastweek

Aatile:Ihaven'tseenherandshe

hasn'ttalkedtomesinceisenthera

message.

Didi:Sheleftbecauseshewas

concernedaboutMayabutanyway

shap



Aatile:Shap(hungup)That'sodd...

Tshepo:What?

Aatile:GatweLololeftDubaialone

lastweekbutshehasn'tcontacted

me

Tshepo:Maybesheischillingather

boyfriend'shouse..

Aatile:Idon'tknowheranymoresoi

wouldn'tbesurprised....

AtAatile'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonZeroparkedhis

noisyTazzoutsidethenGobona



knockedonthedoor,Otlheopened

thedoorandthemberereodour

founditswayintothehouseasshe

heldherbreath...

Otlhe:Hi...

Gobona:I'mheretotakeMaya

Otlhe:MynameisOtlhe,whoareyou?

Gobona:Gobona,I'mherauntie...My

mothersentmetogether.Please

hurryupdi.Customertsamedia

diegakwa...

Otlhe:WhichMayaareyoutalking

about?Andyou'llhavetocallher

father,idon'thavetheauthorityto



handherovertoyoubecauseidon't

knowyou

Gobona:Heelammamphangwana,i

don'thaveairtimeforplaying...

(leanedinandscreamedalmost

spittingonOtlhe)Maya?Maya?Heta

reye...

OtlhedialedAatileasGobonawalked

inthehouse…

Aatile:Heybabe

Otlhe:Thereisawomanhereher

nameisGobonaandshewantsMaya,

actuallysheistakingMaya



Aatile:Don'tlethertakeher,giveher

thephone..

Otlhe:(gaveGobonathephone)

Pleasetalktoherfather

Gobona:RrragweMayaophekile

kontekwa...Maya?Maya?

Mayaslowlywalkedoverrubbingher

sleepyeyesthenGobonagrabbedher

wristanddraggedherout,Otlhe

pushedGobona'shandsawayas

Mayabeguncryingconfused...

Otlhe:Don'tdragherlikethatsheis

notfeelingwell,keengogoga



ngwanahelaekareogogasakaya

dinawajaana

Gobona:(pointedather)Oska

nkgomawankutwamonyana?Nxla

akerelekopatikile...Tshabakoo...

(draggedher)hetareyewenao

togelegolelelamantuabahumi

nkaregawagolelelamontua

setswana,kiilerataboskgowa

yaana..

ShepushedherinthecarasZero

smokedinthefrontseatthenshegot

inthefrontdoorandclosed,Otlheran

overwithhermedicationand



knockedonthewindowasMaya

coughedcrying...

Otlhe:Takehermedication....

Mayatriedtoopenthedoorbutit

wasonlockthensheopenedthe

windowcryinghystericallypulling

Otlhe'sclothes...

Maya:(crying)Auntie?Pleasetake

me...Idon'twanttogo...PleaseI'm

sorryforbeingsick,I'llgotoschool....

Otlhe:(tearfully)Daddywillcomeget



you

Maya:(screamingrubbinghertears)

Callhim!Iknowhisnumberplease

callhim...Idon'twanttogoaway...I'll

neverthrowupontheflooragain...

Gobona:(turnedtothebackand

spankedher)Sit!Sit!Sit!Getback

inside...Omotonamonnalesago

bokolelankareoutuleleso...(turned

andlookedathermeds)Nareonwa

melemoyaaidsngwanawalona?

Otlhe:It'snotforaids,it'sPep

Gobona:Pepkeeng?Thisthinglooks

likeARVs

Maya:(pausedcryingandlookedat



Otlhe)AuntieihaveHIV?

Otlhe:Youdon't,rememberwhati

toldyouearlier?Thisisforprevention

soyoudon'tgetHIV

Gobona:Uhuobeteletsweelegore?

Otlhe:Can'tyoubesensitive?

Maya:(stuckherheadoutcrying)I

don'twanttogo

Gobona:Kareboelamotengmonna...

(bithermouthandsmackedher

bottom)Sitdownandshutup!

Mayasatdownandcoveredher

mouthholdingherbreathastearsfell



downhercheeks...

Zero:(blewthesmoke)Canwego?

You'llhavetogiveme3morecupsof

beerfortakingthislong..

Gobona:(closedthewindow)Let's

go....

HedroveoffasOtlhetearfully

coveredhermouthlookingatMaya

assheturnedhelplesslylookingat

her....

AtLolo'smother's....



LaterthatafternoonGobonaserved

thedrunkmensittingunderthetree

asMayalaidsickontheground

undertheothertree,Gobonawalked

overtohrrandhandedherabig

woodenspoon...

Gobona:Goandmixmbererethen

servethemanwearingtheredtshirt,

hepaid..

Mayaslowlygotthespoonand

walkedinsidethehouseasZero

watched,shewasclearlyweakand



hungry...helosthisappetiteandput

thecupofbeerdownthenhewalked

tothehouse.

Hesteppedinandwatchedstanding

bythedoorasMayamixedthebeer

inalargecontainer....

Zero:(sofly)Hello

Maya:Hello

Zero:WhereisLolo?

Maya:ShewenttoDubai...

Zero:Isn'tyourfather'snameAatile

Johnson?



Maya:That'shisname

Zero:YouuseJohnsonatschoolon

yourpapers?

Maya:Yes

Zero:(tookouthisphone)Canyou

givemehisnumber?Iwanttoask

himsomething..

Mayagavehimthenumberthenhe

walkedawaysendingacallmeback,

minuteslaterAatilecalledandhe

pickedwalkingawayfromthecrowd...

Zero:Hello?



Aatile:(angrily)whatthehelldoyou

want?I'mnotpayingyouagain

Zero:CanyoupleasetakeMaya?

Bonuscomingifwereach24KLikes

before6pm

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtLolo'smother's....

GobonabentovermixingTsabana

withawoodenmixeratthefireplace

asBabyheldtheplasticbagof

Tsabanaforher...

Maya:Ifeeldizzy...



Gobona:You'relazy...Herewecook

onthefireyouthinkit'swhereyou

crossyourlegsandwaitforthemaid

tobringyouchickenwithspaghetti

andleaves?

Maya:Ineedtositdown...

Diboyswalkedinandsmiled

excitedlyrecognisinghiscousinbut

Mayacouldn'tquiterecognisehim

thenheranoverandhuggedher

takingtheplasticfromher...

Diboys:Maya?Wow...Youlooksotall

andbeautifulandfat....Yourhairis



beautiful

Maya:(smiled)Hello

Diboys:Don'tyourememberme?I'm

yourcousinmynameisDiboys

Maya:I'mfeelingsick

Diboys:It'shot,youcansitdown...I'll

holdtheTsabanaforyou

Gobona:(tohim)Goandpickthe

twigsoutsideforthisfire,Mayawill

holdtheplastic,it's2pmhowhotcan

itbe

Diboys:Butshesayssheissickand

shefeelshot..(puthishandonher

forehead)Shefeelsveryhot



Gobona:Go!

Diboys:(gaveheraboxoffreshmilk)

Putthatoveryourhead...

Mayacoveredherheadwiththebox

thenhercousinwalkedoutexcitedly.

MeanwhileZerowalkedinthehouse

andsatonthechairfacingLolo's

motherthenhegreetedherand

introducedhimself...

Zero:(concluded)AndIwasjust

talkingtoAatile,hedoesn'tknow

anythingaboutthisandhehasn't

agreedtoanything.Legallyheisthe



fathersohecantakeyoutocourtif

youforcefullytakeMasafromhim...

Her:(angrilypinnedherelbowonthe

sheetsandfrowned)Haelewenao

sekawalekela...Didn'tyouabandon

thischildbeforeshewasborn?Now

youknowher?Don'ttrymypatience....

Don't,youdon'tknowanything.

Zero:I'mjusttellingyouwhatiwas

told,Aatileisthefatherandthereare

onlytwopeoplewhohavecustodyof

achilditsthemotherandthefather,

inthecasethattheotherisnot

presentordiestheotherparent

automaticallyassumesfullcustody.

Youcan'ttakeMasafromherhome



andbringhertoaplacelikethis...

Her:Thisisnoneofyourbusiness,

youshouldbeashamedofyourself...

You'reauselessmanforeven

allowinganothermantotakecareof

yourresponsibility.

Zero:Heisamoreofafatherthani

couldeverbe,I'mnotafatherandi

can'tcallmyselfafatherbutit'snot

fairtotakeasicklychildfromher

home,whyisGobonatreatingherlike

this?

Her:Mayawillbefine,iknowthese

Englishmediumchildrenexpecttobe

givenspecialtreatmentbutshewill



adjust..

Zero:Gosiame..

Hestoodupandwalkedoutside,he

neverthoughthe'dfeelthewayhe

feltaboutMayaandashewalked

towardsthetreehepausedand

listened.GobonascreamedMaya's

nameseveraltimesatthefireplace

thenheranoverandliftedherfrom

thehotsand...

Zero:Whathappened?

Gobona:Shejustcollapsed,putherin

thehouseshewillwakeuplater



Zero:Letmetakehertothehospital

Gobona:Mymotherdoesn'tlikeyou,

shewillkillmeifshehearsigaveyou

thechild

Zero:(turnedtothecar)I'mdone

beggingyoupeoplenoneofusare

herparentssoweareallequal,no

onehastheauthoritytochasethe

otherawayfromher.

Heputherinthecarandclosedthe

doorthenhegotinthecar..

Gobona:Oreteleseshabo



Hedroveoff...

AtKen'sHouse....

Lateroniwalkedtothekitchen

talkingtothephone...

Me:Okay,didyoutalktoLore?

Ken:No,I'lltalktohimwhenwemeet

later,ialreadyheardaboutavacant

house...I'mwalkingintheoffice

Me:Okay,bye



Ihungupandopenedthefridge

doors,istaredinsidewonderingwhat

toeatthensomeoneheldmywaist

frombehindandijumpedstartled...

Me:(pushinghishandsaway)Please

don'tdothat...Youalmostgavemea

heartattack...

Lore:Ibroughtmybags

Iturnedaroundandmovedback

againstthekitchencounter...

Me:KenandIagreedthatitwillbe



bestifyoudidn'tmovein...Lore

whereisLolo?Didyouactuallyleave

herthere?

Lore:Yousaidthatwouldbetoo

muchsoijustgavehermoneyand

sheleft.

Me:Whydidn'tshesaybye?

Lore:Idon'tknow,howami

supposedtoknow?

Me:ArabiansaredangerousLore,

shecouldbeusedasaprostituteora

drugmule,wouldyoureallyforgive

yourselfforthat?

Lore:Whydon'tyouwantmehere?

Areyouafraidyou'llfallinlovewith



me?

Me:(laughed)Likeyou'deverbehalf

themanKenis,whydoyouthink

you'reworkingforhimthoughyou're

theoldest?

Hekeptquietandsadlystaredatme

thenirolledmyeyesandwalkedout

sippingajuice...

Lore:(followingme)Maybeifihad

halftheopportunitieshehadI'dbe

whereheistoday,unfortunatelyi

havetobehissidekicktherestofmy

life-



Me:Anddon'tyouforgetit,thecloser

you'llevercometobeinghalfthe

manheiswhenyou'remakingmore

moneyforhim.Getoutofmyhouse,

thisisminenow....Kentsheditswe

magadisoiamMrsDaniel....idecide

whostaysandwhogoes...

Ken:(swallowed)Can'tyoujustbe

nicetome?HonestlyIwouldn'thurt

mybrother,I'dguardthissecretwith

mylife...

Me:I'mdonebeingsoftLore,ifthere

issomethinginoticedaboutmenis

thatwhenyouarenicetheythink

you'restupid,justleavebeforeitell

Kenyou'remakingmovesonme.We



bothknowhe'dkillyou...It'dbea

tragicthingforyourmotherandi

don'twanttodothattoherbecausei

intendtoenjoythisnewfamilyKen

broughtme.

Hequietlypickedhisbagandwalked

outthenilockedthedoorandwent

tothekitchen,Otlhecalled...

Me:Hello

Otlhe:Iheardyou'reback

Me:Yeah,wepassedbyandyou

weren'thome



Otlhe:(smiled)Iwasatmy

boyfriend'shouse.DidiithinkGod

justhandedmearealmanonasilver

platter,hehasproblemsbutheywe

allhaveproblemsright?Ilovehimso

somuchandicanseehelovesme

tookooreketypetsediboitse.

Me:(laughed)Aobestladyyame

bathong

Otlhe:Wait-what?I'mthebestlady?...

Yes....Ireceivengwadamme

Me:(laughed)Ican'twaittoseethis

guyshem,icantellyou'reinlove...

Congratulations

Otlhe:Dipekepeketsegotwengbo



Kengakebatebammonammanyana,

thewayheissofthewouldleaveif

anyofthemthreatenedhim.Ilove

him

Me:(laughed)Bakgalemetswe

kgantele,I'msuretheywon'tspoilit

foryou..youshouldpassbysowe

cangototheshopsandbuyafew

things.Kenaskedmetosetthe

weddingdatebutI'mnotsurewhich

datetochoose

Otlhe:Wewillplantogetherandsee

whenwewouldbedoneakeregatwe

acakeissupposedtobedonelike

threetotwomonthsbeforethe

wedding?



Me:Ididn'tknowthat

Otlhe:Yeah,iwashelpingmycousin

planherweddingandatfirstwe

thoughtitwouldbeafastthing,it

takesmonthstoplanawedding.

Me:Youbetterhelpme,atleastyou

havealittleexperience

Otlhe:Okay,I'llbetheresoon.Iwas

babysitngwanawababaejaanong

bamotsereandtheywerebeating

heryetthefatherneverbeatsthem

waitsesomefamilieswena.

Me:Goaitsesepe

Otlhe:Bye

Me:Bye



Ihungupandtookalongwarm

bath....

Atthehospital....

LateronZerolaidMayaonthebed

thenthenurseattendedherashe

steppedbackwatching..

Nurse:Whereishercard?

Zero:Idon'tknow

Nurse:What'shername?

Zero:MasaJohnson...Herfatherisa



doctororsomething,heworkshere...

HisnamesareAatileJohnson.

Nurse:Ohiknowhim....Heison

secondfloor,I'llcallhim...(toanother

nurse)HelpmetakehertoICU...

Whereisthedoctor?

Nurse2:Heiscoming...

TheypushedherbedinICUasBaby

slowlyopenedhereyeslookingas

thedoorsclosedZeroout,hestared

atherthroughtheglassasshe

weaklyandslowlywavedathim,he

lookedbehindhimjusttomakesure

thewavewashisthenhesmiledand



wavedback.

Hetookadeepbreathandwalked

away....

***

MinuteslaterAatilehurriedinasthe

nursetalkedtoBabythensheleaped

upandhuggedherfathercrying....

MeanwhileZerogotinthecarand

startedtheenginethenhesaw

Maya'smedication,hegrabbeditand



wentbacktoICU...

Heapproachedthedoorandpaused

lookingthroughtheglassasMaya

criedonAatilethenhesatdownand

wipedhertears,hehadashort

conversationwithherassuringheras

shenoddedhopefully...

Zeropushedthedoorandwalkedin

slowly,Aatilestoodupandshookhis

hand...

Aatile:Thanksforbringinghertothe

hospital



Zero:Noproblem...(handedhimthe

medication)Gobonaforgother

medicationinthecar

Aatile:Thanks

Baby:DaddyI'mhungry

Aatile:Alright,I'mgoingtogetyou

somethingtoeat

Baby:Don'tgotoofar

Aatile:I'mjustbuyingatthegateand

nooneistakingyouaway

Baby:Ok

Bothofthemwalkedoutoftheroom

andoutthebuildingwithoutsayinga



word,onceoutsideZeroshook

Aatile'shandandtookouthisTazz

keys...

Zero:Masareallylovesyou.

Aatile:(laughed)It'sMayabutwecall

herBaby

Zero:(laughed)Inevergethername

right...

Aatile:It'sokay,bythewaythanksfor

thatcallearlierandI'msorryfor

gettingangry,ididn'tknowwhatyou

wantedtosay

Zero:I'mamoneyloverit's

understandable



Aatile:(laughed)Thanks

Zero:(laughed)Sure..

Theyshookhandsagainandparted

asAatileboughtsnacksandadrink

bythegate,Zeropassedbyinhis

noisyTazzandhonkedatAatile,he

smiledandgavehimathumbsupas

hewalkedbackintothehospital.....

Atthemall....

LateratduskOtlheandiwalkedinto

abridalshopasherphonerang...



Otlhe:Heybabe

Aatile:Hey,I'mwithBabyatthe

hospital...Shecollapsed

Otlhe:Issheokay?

Aatile:Sheisfinebuttheyjustwant

toobserveherforawhile.

Otlhe:(lookedatthetime)I'llpassby

withmysisterinlaw,ithinkwewill

makeitintime

Me:(lookedatthetime)Yeahthereis

time

Otlhe:Letmetalktoher,maybeshe

wantssomethingtoeat...



IwalkedaroundtheshopasOtlhe

spoketoherboyfriend'sdaughter

thenshewalkedovertohangingup...

Me:Howisthebaby?

Otlhe:Sheisfine

Me:What'shisnameagain?

Otlhe:Hisnameis-(smiledand

huggedanoldclassmate)Hey

Me:HeyCindy...

Wehuggedanoldclassmateofours

andchattedforawhileaswe



checkedoutwhattheshophad...

Atthehospital....

LateronKenstoodattherooftop

smokingwiththeotherhandinthe

pocket,Aprisoneremergedfromthe

stairswithtwojailguardsthenhe

turnedaroundandmethimhalfway,

theybumpedshouldersexchanging

somethingthentheprisonerbent

puttingsomethinginhisshoe.

Guard:Cutyaronaekae?Topitwith

P150



Ken:Kantejaanongleokeditsacut

borra?

Guard:Weaddedriskallowance

becauseyou'redoingthisfrequently

Ken:Shap...

Hehandedthemthemoneyand

walkeddownthestairs...

***

MeanwhileOtlheandIwalkedinthe

hospitalholdingaplasticforhis

daughter...



Otlhe:Ohyeahkanaiwasaboutto

tellyoukabf,hisnameisAatile...

Me:(heartskipped)Aatile?

Otlhe:Yeah,thistimeicanfeelit....

Thisonekehusband...

Me:What'shisdaughter'sname?

Otlhe:Maya...

WeturnedandbumpedintoKen,he

smiledandkissedmeholdingmy

waist...

Ken:Whatareyoutwodoinghere?



Me:Hi..

Otlhe:Hey...

Ken:Whoissick?

Otlhe:Myboyfriend'sdaughter...

Wouldyouliketomeethim?Heisa

niceguyyouwilllikehim

Me:No,ithinkishouldjustgoback

withKe-

Ken:No,it'sokay...Iwanttoseehim

Me:Babelet'sjustgo

Ken:Ijustwanttoseeifheissane

Otlhe:(laughed)Heisdifferent,heis

matureandyouwilllovehim

Ken:Let'sgoseeyourstepdaughter...



IreallyneedtostarthittingitboOtlhe

havekidsnow

Otlhe:(laughed)Mxm...(herphone

rang)It'shimcalling...Followme,she

isintheprivaterooms,theyallow2

peopleatagobutithinktheycan

makeanexceptionifweask.

Ken:(puthisarmaroundmeaswe

walkedbehindher)Good...

Myheartpoundedaswewalked

towardstheprivatewards.

***



Otlheopenedthedoorandwalkedin

aswefollowedher,Mayasmiled

sittingandhuggedher.Ismiledat

Mayaandswallowedindisbelief...

Me:Hello

Maya:(smiled)HelloDidi

Ken:Sheevenknowsyou?

Aatilesteppedoutofthebathroom

holdinghisdaughter'stoweland

frozelookingatKenandI,Otlhe

smiledandputherarmaroundhis



waist...

Otlhe:(smiled)Attiethisismybig

brotherKenandhisfiancéDidi...

GuysthisisAatile...

Therewassilenceasweallstaredat

oneanother...

Ken:(glancedatMaya)Canweall

talkoutside?

KenledmeoutasAatileandOtlhe

followedusandclosedthedoor...



Ken:Thisisyourboyfriend?

Otlhe:Yes..

Ken:(staringatAatile)Isthisa

revengethingorwhat?Areyoutrying

toproveapointbecauseLoretook

yourfiancé?

Otlhe:What?

Aatile:Ididn'tknowshewasyour

sister

Ken:Nowyouknowsothe

relationshipendshere.

Aatile:Toobadit'snotuptoyou

Ken:Excuseme?



Me:Babelet'sgo-

Ken:Otlhelet'sgo,you'renotdating

thisguy...Heisusingyoutosettlea

scorewithus.HisfriendisDidi'sex

boyfriend,thatbabyshelost-itwas

hisfriend'sandtheywerewere

performingformeduringthattime.

(tohim)Yourgayassboyfriendstill

owesme...(turnedbacktoher)and

heistheextoLore'sgirlfriend.…trust

me,hewantstohurtyou.Let'sgo..

Otlhe:No,hedidn'tknowanything...I

cantellhedidn'tknow.I'mnotgoing

Ken:(angrily)OtlheI'mnotgoingto

tellyouagain,wheniturnaroundI



wantyouwalkinginfrontofme...

Otlhetearfullyturnedaroundand

walkedawaythenKenwalkedupto

Aatile'sfaceandsteppedonhistoes

staringdowninhiseyes...

Ken:Staythehellawayfrommylittle

sister.Takeagoodlookather

becausethat'sthelasttimeyou're

seeingherorelse.

HepushedAatileagainstthewalland

turnedaroundwalkingbymysideasi

pretendedididn'tseethatpush,he



grabbedmywristandledmeout

lightingacigaretteaswewalkedpast

asecurityguard...

Security:Excuseme,don'tsmokein

thehospital

Kenjustwalkedpasthimlikehe

didn'thearhimtalking.

Onceattheparkinglotheopenedthe

doortohismother'scar..

Ken:Getinmycar..



Otlheshookherheadandgotinhis

carthenhelockeditandopenedfor

measistoodthereconfused,igotin

thefrontseatthenhedroveoutof

theparkinglotandputhishandout

throwingacigarettebudonthe

pavementthenhefixedthemirror

andlookedather....

Ken:Ifyoucontinueseeinghimke

tilegogothubadimpamakele

kopanyalotheAatilenyanawagago....

Giveitatry,oratagolekelaakere,be

myguest...(annoyedbyhersniffles



hegrabbedatissueandthrewitat

theback)Suthadiotseogao

ngwana...

Don'tforgettoLikeandleaveusa

comment,nextinsertcomesat11pm

tonight.

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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Atthehospital....

LaterthatnightAatilewalkedoutof

thehospitalforsomefreshairashe

talkedtothephonewalkingbehind

thebuilding...

Aatile:(calmly)It'snotevenabout

that..

Bayang:Why?Wamotshaba?I



understandhelooksintimidatingbut

comeon...Really?Whereismyguy

kanteLoloogodirilengeng?Whereis

myfriendnebanna?

Aatile:Personallyhelakebona

violenceesaarabesepe

Bayang:Butobviouslythisguyene

theonlylanguageheunderstandsis

violence,saleomosenyahelako

nthengwhenhehityouontheface

withacigaretteandcalledyoua

pieceofshitandnowheshovesyou

onthewallsrightinfrontofDidi...I

meandudedisrespectmereletwo

butnotinfrontofawoman.Weall

menanddeservealittlerespect



regardlessgoreofourwallets,this

guywatella.Doesheknowabout

Giovanni?

Aatile:Noand...(sighedand

frustratedlysatonthestoop)He

doesn'tknowandidon'twanthimto

knowbecauseitlookslikeifhefinds

outhewillcomeafterme

Bayang:(shookhishead)Nowiwant

tomovebacktoMaunagain,please

tellmeyou'renotgoingtoletthisguy

walkalloveryoulikethis...(sighed)

I'mgettingangry,kantedidn'tyousay

I'mtoosoft?Moogodirangmoke

eng?Nkareotholaoipokaorehewe

hewewenagagonaopeyookareng...



Aatile:Thisisdifferentandbesides

thereisnousetotalkaboutitnow

becauseiwilljuststayawayfromhis

sister.Idon'twanttodealwiththem

anyway.

Bayang:You'renotleavinghissister

unfucked,haelesengwefuckherthe

wholenightandletoutthenext

morning,hecan'tassaultyoufor

nothing

Aatile:(laughed)Bayangwaathola

waitse,iloveherandmaybeoneday

wecangiveitatry.Ineedtimeto

sortoutmylifeanyway.MaybeonceI

havefoughtforBabyandI'msettled

inicanstarttalkingtoher



Bayang:Waaboralaitaka

Aatile:(laughed)Goshap

Bayang:I'mcomingkaweekendotoo

nyelaKennedywalona

Aatile:(laughed)Gatweyou'remygay

assboyfriend...Hahahawaitselaitee

gaampone

Bayang:(laughed)Obatagobetswa

kaseiponesakoloiomophatalatsa

lecigarette

Aatile:(laughed)IthelaDidia

kobakobahamoragogagwese

gogiwakaletsogoekarentsanyana

waitsebanyanabarataseganka

Bayang:Didienewaathola,tsogaare



thomolapelo.Antypetsabafanaba

arenotafraidtokill,ifhegetsangry

hekillsherandkillshimselfnext

thinggatwewealltrash.

Aatile:Goshapmonnaletmecheck

onMaya,

Bayang:Shap

Hehungupanddialedhismother's

number...

Her:Hello?

Aatile:MayitalkyoMaya?

Her:Sheissleeping,whenwillyou



comehereduringtheday?Your

fatherandiwouldliketotalktoyou

togetherwithyourunclesandaunt's

Aatile:Aboutwhat?

Her:Lolo'sdaughter

Aatile:Tomorrow

Her:Bye

Aatile:IheardyouwenttoseeLolo's

mother

Her:andIheardyougotthatlittlegirl

again,youjustwanthertodieunder

yourcaresothatyoucanbeaccused

ofsomethingyoudidn'tdo?Why

can'tyouunderstandwhatI'mtrying

tosay?



Aatile:I'llcallyoubackinaminute,i

don'thaveairtime.

Hehungupanddialedhisfather's

numberbuthecouldalmostpredict

whathewouldsaysohehungupand

walkedbackinsidethehospital...

AttheDaniel's...

Otlhebentandhandedherparents

thesnackthenshesatdownasher

fatherwatchedTV...



Him:I'lltalktoKenaboutwhatyou

justtoldme

Otlhe:Ireallydon'tappreciatewhat

KenisdoingtomebecauseifI'm

suchababywhocan'tchooseaman

forherselfthenheshouldn'tbe

sleepingwithDidibecausewearethe

sameage,ifDidicanlaywithhimi

canlaywithAatileandidon'tlike

howhelikestothreatenmelikeI'm

10yearsold.

MaDaniel:RrragweOfanaakoobue

leenealesegotsamayaaharasa

batho,KenhastostopbullyingOtlhe,

I'vehadenoughofhisbehaviour



Him:ButOtlheyouofallpeople

shouldunderstandwhyOfanais

behavingthewayheisbehaving,I'm

notjustifyinghisbehaviourbutyou

havetoadmitthatyouhaven'treally

doneagoodjobatpickingboyfriends

thelastfouryears.Thelastthinghe

wantsisforyoutokeephidingyour

bruiseswithmakeuplikeyouusedto.

Otlhe:PapaOfanaodiramakgakga

helahecantellAatileisnotthatkind

ofaman,that'swhyiwassosurehe

willlovehimandnowhewantsto

useLoreasanexcuse,itsnotfair.

Him:I'lltalktohim



Otlhe:When?Youknowifyoudon't

talktohimifheseesmewithAatile

hewillharassusandifAatilereports

himiwon'taskhimtodropthe

charges

Him:Aatiletabeaseseriousifhe

entersthisfamilywiththatkindof

behaviour,hemustknowthatyou

havehistory.Youweren'tjustborn

andbecamehisgirlfriend.Hehas

motherlesskidsandyouhaveviolent

exboyfriendswhomwouldhave

neverstoppedabusingyouifitwasn't

foryourbrothers.

Otlhe:(stood)Ican'tbelievePapais

justifyingOfanawaitse...Maybei



shouldmoveoutotherwiseI'llalways

bethebabyofthefamilywhilebo

Didiaregettingmarriedtreatedlike

daughterinlawswhileI'mjustababy

whoneedsherbigbotherstoprotect

her....Goodnight...

Shewalkedaway...

AtKen'shouse....

Laterthatnightifixedmygownand

walkedoutsideasthecoldbreeze

gavemegoosebumps,itsmelledlike

itwasabouttorainandKenwas



sittingonthebackoftheopenvan

smoking.

Hesawmewalkingoverandputout

hiscigarettethengrabbedathroat

sprayandsprayedhismouthasi

stoodnexttohim.Hegrabbedme

andhelpedmesitupnexttohimas

ourfeethungfromthevandoor...

Ididn'twanttosaymuchbecausehe

seemedangrysincethehospital

incident,heheavedasighandputhis

armaroundmeasiputmyheadon

hischestthenheleanedoverand



kissedmyforehead...

Ken:I'msorryaboutwhathappened

atthehospital

Me:Itwasoutofline...Aatileisnot

whatyouthinkheis

Ken:Don'ttheyallstartlikethat?I

haveseenguyslikehim

Me:Youmeanthetypethatputagun

onyourcookieandthreatentoblowit

ifyoucheat?

Ken:Ifguyswerethathonestwe

wouldn'thavetroublebutthenthey

pretendtobesaints,atleastwithme

whatyouseeiswhatyouget,yousee



thesetattoosbabeididn'tpretendI'm

asaintbutOtlhegetsthetypesthat

pretendinpublicandabuseawoman

inprivate.I'mnotgoingtotakemy

littlesistertoahospitalbecause

someguycan'trespecther.

Me:Aatileisaniceguy,givehima

chance...Wabonahedidn'tsay

anythingtoyouwhenyoupushedhim?

That'sAttie...

Ken:(sighed)Ihopeyou'reright...

Howistheweddingpreparations

going?

Me:Goinggood....BabekanaLolois

nowaytobefound.Icalledeveryone



Ithoughtshe'dtalktowhenshegets

backbutthereisnosignofher

Ken:Didshereallygetontheplane?

Whatifshedidn'tmakeit...Lore

didn'tsayanythingaboutthis

Me:Idon'tthinkhecares,didyou

hearhimsayingLolothreatenedhim

Ken:That'sonethingyouneversay

toadealer,kanagobuiwakabo5

yearsinjailsoLoloshouldn'tjustsay

thingslikethatbecauseanyone

wouldprotecttheirsecrethowever

theycan.Didyoutellhermother?

Me:Yes,iwonderwheresheis,i

hopeshejustmetsomeguyand



decidedtostickaroundbutshe

shouldcommunicate.

Ken:Let'shopeherparentswillreport

hermissing,theairporthasrecords

ofpeoplewhocheckedinsoifshe

indeedgointheplanetherecords

willshow.

Me:Ihopeso...

Hetookoffhisjacketandputit

aroundmethenhegotdownand

stoodbetweenmylegs,heliftedmy

chinandkissedmeunzippinghis

jeansasirubbedhischest,hekissed

meand.....



Me:(slowlyclosedmyeyes)

Mmmmhhh

AtAatile'sHouse....

Justaftermidnightcarlights

brightenedtheroomandhemoved

thecurtains,Otlhejumpedoutofher

mother'scarthenshewaitedasshe

knockedonthedoor.Aatileputonat

-shirtandapairoftrousersthenhe

openedthedoorandwavedather

mother.



Sheflushedthelightsanddroveoff

asheclosedthedoorandlockedup

switchingonthelights,Otlhe'seyes

werealittleswollenandhecouldtell

shebeencrying...

Aatile:Areyouokay?

Otlhe:Yes....

Aatile:Babewhatareyoudoing?I

don'twantafightwithyourbrothers...

Whatiftheytakeitasfarasmy

daughter's?Ican'ttakethatrisk..

Can'tweendthisforeveryoneto

havepeace?

Otlhe:(tearfully)Butiloveyouandi



loveyourdaughters...IloveBabyand

youknowyouneedme,assoonas

shegetsdismissedwhathappens?

Youstillcan'tmissworkandyour

motherdoesn'twanther.

Hesighedandpacedaroundasshe

satonthecouchtakingoffher

Jersey...

Aatile:DoesKenknowyou'rehere?

Otlhe:No

Aatile:Eish....Babe...

Otlhe:Soyou'regoingtoletmy



brotherdecidewhereourrelationship

isgoing?

Aatile:It'snotaboutthat...ihavealot

onmyplate,BabyhastotestforHIV

afterhermedsandistillhavetofind

outwhat'sgoingonwithLolo....I

havetofindahousehelpericantrust

becauseidon'twanttoburdenyou

withkidsandiknowyouhavea

businessyou'rerunning...Ihaveso

muchtothinkoffbesidesyour

brother'stantrumsandmaybehehas

hisreasons,ihaveahalfsisterandi

knowhowotherguyscanbeonour

sisterssoit'sunderstandablewhena

brothergetsdefensive...



Hestoodbythewindowlookingout

atthedark,Otlhetookoffallher

clothesandslowlywalkedupbehind

him,sheputherarmsaroundhim

andputhishandonhercookie....

Hisheartskippedasheturned

aroundandlookeddownathernude

body...

Aatile:(tookadeepbreath)Ok...

Otlhe:Makemepregnant...

Aatile:(laughedindisbelief)What?



Otlhe:IfI'mpregnanteveryonewho

hasaproblemwithuswon'thavea

choicebuttoacceptus

Aatile:I'mnothavinganunplanned

baby,I'malreadystrugglingwith2

kids

Otlhe:Sowhat'syourplanthen?To

leaveme?Isthatthebestyougot?

Aatile:(hecoveredherwithhergown

withoutlookingather)Getdressed

Otlhe:You'reunbelievable,doyou

evenhaveadick?Whenarewegoing

tohavesex?

Aatile:Pleasestop,don'tgothere....

getdressed



Hewalkedtothebedroomandtook

offhisclothesthenhegotinbed.

Helaiddownforalmost20minutes

thenhewalkedbackintheliving

roominhisshortsandfoundOtlhe

cryingonthecouch...

Hesatnexttoherandwipedher

tearswithhisthumbthenheslowly

leanedoverkissingherandcaressing

herthighsgoingupherbody,he

hookedhisthumbonherpantiesand

pulledthemoutthenhelaidherdown



andgotontopofherasshegasped

rubbinghisback....

AtLore'shouse...

MeanwhileLoretossedandturned

untilhegotupandopenedhislaptop

thenheclickedonthecabdriver's

accountbutithadbeendeleted,he

triedtocallthenumberheusedto

callhimthefirsttimeanditwasn'tin

use.Onlythendidhenoticehehad

nowayofknowingwhereshewasor

withwho...



Lore:(whispered)Shit....LoloI'm

sorry....

Heclosedthelaptopandcoveredhis

mouthindisbeliefashesatinthe

dark....

2MONTHSLATER......

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtAatile'sHouse...

Otlhesteppedoutofthehousewitha

bucketoflaundryandhungthemon

thelineasMayaandBabyplayed

touchwithaspongeball....



Maya:(pausedholdingtheball)Can

wehelpyou?

Otlhe:(laughed)Withyourdirtyhands?

Nothankyou...

Baby:(laughed)Wewillwashour

hands

Otlhe:Nothankyou....Ohyoucando

thedishesifyouwanttohelp

Maya:Icleanedthekitchenalready

Otlhe:Okay...

TheycontinuedplayingasOtlhe

finishedhangingtheclothesand

walkedbackinthehousefeelinga



littlesick,hewalkedinthetoiletand

satbythetoiletwaitingtothrowup

asshegotnauseated....

Hermother'scallcamethroughinthe

bedroomthenshewalkedoverand

pickedfanningherself...

Otlhe:Hello?

Her:Hey...Howareyoufeeling?

Otlhe:I'mfine...

Her:Yourfatherwasaskingmeabout

you,heiscomplainingthatyouare

spendingtoomuchtimeoverthere



Otlhe:I'llcomebackhometomorrow

morning,willthatbeokay?

Her:Yeahit'sokaybabydon'tworry

aboutit,heisjustbeingafather

Otlhe:Butmamaamiwrongto

spendalittletimewithmyboyfriend?

Howwilligetmarriedifidon'thave

enoughtimewiththemanilove?I'm

notunder21....Manyofmyage

matesaremarriedwithkids,Didi

kanaismyagemateexactlyha

phatengandsheisgettingmarried

nextweek..

Her:Yourfatherissayingthis

becausethereisalotofworkat



home,wearepreparingforyour

brother'swedding...Yourcousinsare

hereworkingandhelpingwith

preparationssoitwouldbeunfairto

makethemworkwhileyou'rejustout

there...Whydon'tyoubringAatile

homeremmoneleene?YouknowI

don'tlikesecrets...Amanwhois

hiddenismostlikelytoact

inappropriately....Lethimcomehere

andseeyourfamilymaybeleenehe

willfeelbadwheneveryoutaketoo

longthere..Hewillevenremindyou

togobackhome...

Otlhe:Okay,iwasplanningto

introducehimthisweekend



Her:Okay,andcallyourdad....Tell

himwhenyou'llbehome,youknow

howhegetswithmewhenoneofyou

misbehaves.

Otlhe:Okaymoms...

Her:Bye

Shehungupandcleanedthe

house.....

Atmymother'shouse....

IdrovethroughthegateasAriana

walkedinwithanumbrellaoverher



headthenshesmiledandwavedat

me,ismiledbackandparkedunder

thetree....

Sheranoverandjumpedinthefront

seatthenshehuggedmeandturned

upthevolumesnappingherfingers...

Ariana:Bigsisilovethissong....

Me:(smiled)Ilikeittoo....

Ariana:Don'tswitchofftheengine,I

wanttositinthecarandlistento

music

Me:Alright...



Isteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthe

shadewheremanyofourrelatives

weresitting,iknewArianahadnever

beennicetomebeforebecausei

wasn'tgoodenoughforher.They

neverthoughtI'dbeanythinginlife

andnowthatihadaredJeepshe

lovedme...Despiteallthesepartof

mewashappythattheyfinallyloved

meandiguessthatvoidwasslowly

gettingfulfilledbecausealliever

wantedtobewaspartofmy

mother'sperfectfamilyandfeelwhat

it'sliketohaveaproperfamily.



Morapedisawmepassingtothe

houseandwavedatmeashesat

undertheothertreewithhisfamily

drinkingtraditionalbeer....

Morapedi:Ntlenyane?Comehereand

greetyourfamilymygirl...

Ishylywalkedoverandgreetedhis

family...

Morapedi:(explainingtohisfellow

retireemate)ThisisDidintle,that's

myfirstborn..…sheisAriana'ssister



Him:(shookmyhand)Beautiful

daughteryouhave....Nowiknowwhy

theDanielspaidsuchalotofmoney

Me:Thankyou

Morapedi:Andthat'syour

grandfather...Hecan'tseeproperly

youmustalwaysintroduceyourself

untilhegetsusedtoyourvoice

Me:Ehrra...

Ishookeveryone'shandsandwalked

towardsthehousethenmymother's

sisterinlawcalledmefromthe

cookingareaastheysliced

vegetables...



Her:Monyaditakwano!Comegreet

youruncle'swife....

Iturnedovertowheretheladieswere

cookingandgreetedthem...

Her:(sawboyspassing)Heela

banyana?(pointedtotheboy

laughingloudly)Jheelathemonyana...

(heturned)Mphadikoteletseelehale

rebatagodiramarekereke...

Theboysbroughtthebowlsandmy



mothersteppedout...

Kedibonye:Didiyoushouldn'tbe

standingatthefire...Comeinsidewe

arenursingthatcomplexion

Me:(smiled)Iwasjustgreetingthe

elders

Yeahitwasagreatfeeling,iwas

finallyfittingintheirworldandthat

littlegirlinsidemewashappy,itwas

allieverwanted.Mymotherwasstill

astrangertomeandcallingher

mamawassodifficult...Itwasunreal

becausetheonlymotheriknewwas



mmamaandpartofmemissedher...

Shewouldbeproudofmeforfinally

buildingafamilyofmyown,likemost

elderlypeopleshebelievedina

womanbeingawifeandhaving

children...

Iwalkedinthehouseandheadedto

myroomwhereitookoffmyshoes

andsatdownnexttomymother's

sisterinlawthenmyphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Ken:Heybabe...Iknowwearenot

allowedtomeetbutimissyou,can



wemeet?

Me:(laughedandwalkedtothetoilet

whispering)Iknowyoujustwantsex

Ken:Thattooeish...Nnanopaya

ntshwenyagore

Me:(laughed)Oitwaeditse

akere...andnoI'mnotmeetingyou.

I'mfollowingtheeldersintroductions

kebeilwemontunggatwepeople

shouldn'tseemeiliterallyhadtobeg

mymothertoletmegotothe

pharmacy.

Itorethepregnancytestkitwithmy

teethandputitunderpeeingonthe



testingstick...

Ken:Areyoupeeing?

Me:(laughed)OhmyGodyoucan

hearthat?

Ken:Youpeelikeadonkeywho

wouldn'thearthat...Italwayswoke

meuponthemiddleofthenightibet

youdigaholewhenyoupeeonthe

ground

Me:(laughed)Kennystopabusing

me...(putthestickonthefloor

watchingit)I'mlookingatthe

pregnancyteststick...

Ken:Doyouthinkyoumightbe



pregnant?

Me:Yeah,it'sbeen2monthskesa

boneperiod...Myexpectationsaren't

highbecauseibeendisappointed

beforebutijustwanttobesure

becauseinevermissmyperiod.

Ken:IwasabouttohangupbutI'll

wait....Whatdoesitsay?

Me:It'snotshowingyet..

Ken:(therewassilenceforaminute)

And?

Me:(laughed)You'rescaringme....

Ken:Babycomeon..

Me:Icanclearlyseeonelike....Um...



Okay....Anotheroneisshowing...

Yeahthereistwolinesbutanother

oneisfaint

Ken:HisnameisPoko

Me:(laughed)Youdon'tevenknowif

it'saboy

Ken:Ialwayswantedaboy,Godwill

givemeaboy...I'mgoingtocelebrate

bye

Hehungupthenilaughedandpicked

thestick....

Atthehospital....



MeanwhileKenwalkeddownthe

stairsandwalkedtowardsthelab

whereheknockedonthedoor...

Tsheposteppedoutputtingonhis

glovesandpausedlookingathim...

Tshepo:Hi,mayihelpyou?Thisarea

isstrictlyforhospitalstaffonly

Ken:CanitalktoAatile?

Tshepo:Waitthere...

HewalkedbackinsidethenKen



waitedafewminutes,Aatilewalked

outdryinghiswethandsonhiscoat

andstoppedlookingatKen

completelysurprised...

Ken:Hi...Caniseeyouforaminute?

Aatile:Whatdoyouwant?Incaseyou

haven'tnoticedthisismyplaceof

workandidon'tneeddramahere,

Ken:Iunderstandthat...(hetookout

aweddinginvitationandhandedhim)

Iwantedtogiveyouthis...

Aatilereadtheweddinginvitationand

sighedthenheledthewayasKen



quietlywalkedalong...

Ken:Iknowthatwegotofftoabad

startbutthat'sonlybecausemy

sisterhasbeenthroughalotwith

abusiveboyfriends.Ididn'tlikeyou

butialsoknowthatshehasbeen

seeingyouinsecretandsheloves

you,ialsoknowthatmymother

approvesofyoutwo...Itrusther

judgement.Ilovemylittlesister...

Sheislikemydaughter...Ifihada

daughterI'dprobablyprotectherlike

that.Diditoldmeyou'renotabad

person...Ireallyhavenoreasonto

hateyouorinterfereinyour



relationship...Iknowmysisterwillbe

boredifyoudon'tcomeandmaybe

wecouldstartgettingtoknoweach

otherandworkonthesebrotherin

lawshit...You'regoingtomarryher

onedayright?

Aatile:(laughed)Yes....

Ken:(laughed)Justchecking...I'ma

guyandiknowwhatwearecapable

off

Aatile:Youhavenothingtoworry

aboutandiunderstandyour

reaction...

Ken:(gavehimahand)Freshstart?

Aatile:(shookhishand)Freshstart...



Theyshookhandsandbumped

shoulders...

Ken:Bythewayithinkyou'reagood

dad...Itinspiresme.Iseemyselfas

theguywho'dprefertoremainwith

mychildshouldthemotherabandon

us...

Aatile:Thanks..

TheyshookhandsthenKenwalked

outofthehospitalansweringhis

father'scall...



Ken:Hello?

Him:Whereareyou?You'renot

supposedtogotoofarbecausewe

needyoucloser

Ken:I'llbetheresoon

Him:Loreandyourcousinshave

beenwaiting...Weneedtofix

something

Ken:BythewayI'mgoingtobea

dad...Didiispregnant

Him:Didiispregnant?That'sgood

news...You'regettingdouble

blessingsthisyear



Ken:Exactly

Lore:(inthebackground)Canitalkto

him?(gotthephone)Congratulations,

howfaralongisshe?

Ken:Twomonths...Amionloud

speaker?

Lore:No

Ken:(laughed)Iwanttostopdealing,

ihavetochangeafewthingsnow

thatI'mgoingtobeafather,imagine

ifiwenttojailfor10yearsandcame

backwhenmyboyisold..

Lore:Wehave5.5KGthat'sneedsto

becollectedinSouthAfrica-

Ken:I'lltalktoChineduaboutthat...



Manican'tbelieveimadeababy,this

wasjustabigsurprise,Didileene

didn'tseeitcoming

Lore:Youcan'tmakerushdecisions

likethatknowingweareinthis

together,whataboutme?Iplanned

toraiseastartupcapitalformy

business.Ican'tworkforyouuntili

growgrayhair

Ken:What'sstoppingyoufrom

findingajobifistopdealing?Weren't

yousupposedtosaveandstarta

businessyearsago?

Lore:Howcouldihavedonethat

whenyoupaidmepeanuts?



Ken:PeanutsLore?Youtookmycars

obechetsabanyanakatsone,what

didisaytoyou?It'snotmyfaultyou

don'tknowhowtosavemoney

Lore:You'rethemostselfishpersonI

haveevermetanditmakessense

becauseyouhavealwayshad

everythinghandedouttoyou,ineed

thatmoney

Ken:what'sstoppingyoufrom

startingyourowndealingbusiness

andnegotiatewithChineduyourself?

BecausewhatI'mtellingyouisthati

don'twanttocontinuedealing

knowingihaveakidontheway?



Lore:Wearepartners,howdoyou

thinkyourdecisionisaffectingme?

Kenyouboughtaplotandyouhavea

businesswhatdoihave?

Ken:Bonamestaiwaspayingyou

andyougaveyourmoneytoyourex...

Youhandedhermoneylikeshewas

Godsonowyouwanttokeepme

tradingbecauseyoucouldn'tmanage

yourfinances?I'mgettingmarried

andihaveakidonthewaydoesn't

thattellyouihavearesponsibility

Lore:Isitevenyours?

Ken:Whatthefuckdoesthatmean.

Lore:Whatthefuckdoyouthinkit



means?

Ken:Fuckyou!

Lore:Howsureareyou?Aren'tyou

tiredofsupportingothermen's

pregnancies

Ken:(tookadeepbreath)Can'tyou

justbehappyforme?Whydoyou

havetomentionmypastjusttospoil

mymoment?Notallwomenare

cheaters

Lore:Really?Howsureareyouthat

it'syours?

Ken:Doyouknowsomethingidon't?

Lore:Ijustdon'ttrustwomen,that's

all.



LorehunguponhimthenKengotin

thecarandsatdownleaningback.....

Atmymother'shouse...

Ifoldedmylegssittingonthe

mattresswithamirroronmyhandas

iworemakeupthenmyphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Lore:It'smine

Me:Excuseme

Lore:You'renotgivingKenmychild.



DoyoureallythinkatmyageI'dlet

youusemykidtocompleteyourfake

happilyeverafter?myblood?

Me:(loweredmyvoice)It'snotyours..

Lore:Iknowyouhavebeentryingto

haveababyanditneverhappened

andthenyouconsequentlyfall

pregnant2monthsafteroursexin

Dubai?Iguesstheproblemisn'tthe

abortionyouhad...Maybesomeone

elseisshootingblanksandhe

doesn'tknowit...Youthoughtthe

problemwasyouanddidn'ttakepills-

guesswhat...(slowly)Iscored-



Ihunguponhimandblockedhis

numberasmymotherwalkedin...

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:(swallowed)I'mfine....

AtMaunInternationalAirport....

Lolowalkedoutofthegateand

approachedthetuckshopsbythe

fence...

Lolo:Hi...mayipleaseuseyour

phonetocallsomeone?Hewill



refundyouoncehegetshere..

Theyoungladylookedinhersunken

eyesandhandedherthephone,she

dialedAatile'snumberandsatdown...

Lolo:Mayisit?Ifeeldizzy

Her:pleasesit....

Shesatdownwaitingasthephone

rang...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:(crying)



Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:(crying)Youwon'tbelievewhati

havebeenthrough

Aatile:Lolo?Whereareyou?

Lolo:(crying)Cometakeme...I'mat

theairport...Kedueletsweticketke

embassy

Aatile:I'mcoming.

Shehungupandrubbedhernose

sniffling.

***



Minuteslaterheparkedthecarand

steppedoutclosingthedoorasLolo

stoodup,shewassoboneyshe

couldfalloffifthewindblew.Aatile's

jawsdroppedashewatchedher

runningoverandjumponhisarms

crying....

Lolo:(crying)God....Ican'tbelieveI'm

home,LoreabandonedmeinDubai

andthecabdriverhandedmetothe

Arabians....WhereisMaya?Whereis

Baby?Itriedtoget-

Aatile:(sadly)Babywasmolested

andthepepdidn'twork,sheisHIV



positive

Lolo:(coveredhermouth)No....No....

Aatile:ShewillbestartingherARVs

intwoweeks

Lolo:Aatileno....Pleasetellme

you'rejustsayingtohurtme

Aatile:YouknowI'dneverlieabout

somethinglikethat

Lolo:Takemehome...Iwanttosee

her

Heputherbaginthecarandquietly

droveoff...



AtAatile'sHouse....

Otlhewalkedoutofthekitchenwith

platesoffoodandservedthekids

thenshemovedoverandtiedBaby's

hairintoaponytailsoitwouldn't

disturbher...Thedooropenedand

LolowalkedinwithAatile...

Otlheturnedaroundandlookedat

themthenBabysmiledexcitedlyand

jumpedonLolo'sarms...

Baby:(screaming)Mama?mama!



OtlhestoodtherewatchingasAatile

draggedherbaginside....

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAatile'sHouse...

OtlhestoodtherewatchingasAatile

draggedherbaginsideandclosed

thedoorthenhewalkedacrossthe

roomandputhisarmaroundOtlhe's

waistbringingherforward.They

watchedasaLolotearfullygreeted

Baby,AatilegentlykissedOtlhe's

neckandsighed...

Maya:Daddywhosebagisthatand

whyisitcominginsideourhouse?

TherewassilenceasLolopaused



andwalkedovertothecouchwhere

shetriedtohugMayabutshepushed

herback.

Maya:(angrily)Don'ttouchme...

Aatile:(angrily)Mayabehave

Maya:(stoodup)Sheleftus,shesaid

shedoesn'tloveyou...Idon'tlikeher

andI'llneverlikeherbecauseshe

madeyoucryandinsultedyouin

frontofus.Iwastherewatchingher...

(toLolo)You'renotstayinginmy

father'shouse...Babycanstaybut

you'remeanandyoutalktomyfather

likeheisyourchild.Ilovehimand



youwon'thurthimagain...shameon

youandyoudidn'tevensaysorryto

meforrunningabagovermytoes

thedayyouleft.

Shewalkedoutcryingleaving

everyoneinshock,Aatilehadnever

heardhertalklikethat...

Otlhe:I'llgotalktoherandgiveyou

twosomeprivacy-

Aatile:(pulledherback)Nogivehera

minute....LolothisisOtlhe,sheismy

girlfriend...BabethisisLolo...Baby's

mother...



LoloswallowedlookingatOtlhe,she

wasactuallybeautiful...Waytoo

beautifulforaguyofhislooksand

perhapspockets....alittlejealousy

pounded.MeanwhileOtlhelooked

throughhereyesandsawitall...she

couldevensmellthejealousybutshe

smiledandshookherhand...

Otlhe:Hi

Lolo:Hi...

Aatile:Babecanwetalkinthekitchen?

Otlhe:Sure..



Aatile:Lolohaveaseatkeeta..

Lolo:thanks...

ShesatdownandkissedBabyMaya

againindisbelieftearsfilledhereyes

burningwithcuriosityofwhatreally

happened...

***

MeanwhileinthekitchenAatile

closedthedoorandsighedholding

bothofOtlhe'shandslookinginher

eyes...



Aatile:Yourbrotherabandonedherin

Dubaibutthat'snotwhatiwantedto

talkabout,shesaysshedoesn'twant

totakeBabyawayfromthecomfort

shehashereespeciallyafterwhat

happenedwithBabybeingtaken

awayoverandoversosheaskedif

shecouldjuststayforafewdaysjust

to-

Otlhe:No

Aatile:But-

Otlhe:No...Howexactlydoyousee

thisworkingoutwithtwowomenin

thehouse?Doiwakeupandmake



herbreakfastordowetaketurns?

Youcan'thelpyourexlikethatif

you'reseriousaboutus.

Aatile:Ikindoffeelbadforherbabe...

Sheprobablybeenthroughhelltoget

here,sheisusuallynotthatthin-

Otlhe:Itdoesn'tmatter,from

everythingyoutoldmeaboutyour

pastshedoesn'tevendeservearide

inyourcar,stoplettingpeopleuse

you.Mayasaidsomethingoutthere

andyoubetterconsiderittoo...That

littlegirllovesyouandsheobviously

resentsyourbabymamafor

whateverreason,howwillshestay

withawomanshedoesn'tlike?



Aatile:Ididn'texpectherto

rememberwhathappened,banaga

balebaleandsheshehasnever

arguedwithmelikethat-

Otlhe:I'ddothesameaboutmy

fatherifawomaneverdidthat,let

hergotoherhouse.Ifshewas

rentingmaybethelandlordlockedher

thingsinside.Shrwillpayandgetthe

keys

Aatile:Ithinkhermothergother

thingsbecausethelandlordwanted

moneyfromthemtheminuteshe

heardLolowasreportedmissing.

Otlhe:That'smyopinionbutifyou



wanttoaccommodateherit'sstill

okay,I'lltakemybagandgohome.

Aatile:Noitsokay,illexplainittoher

Otlhe:Butnowshewillhateme

becausesheknowsit'smeakereyou

broughtherbaginthehouse

Aatile:Shewillhavetounderstand

thatirespectyouropinion.

Otlhe:Okay...

TheywalkedoutasLoloandBaby

chattedsittingonthecouch,they

tookaseatandfacedher....



Aatile:Loloididn'tconsiderthat

gagonaspacewhenibroughtyour

baggapenowwehaveanissuewith

Mayasoyoucan'tevensharewith

them

Lolo:It'sokay,I'llgobacktomy

mother'shouse.Ididn'tknowyouhad

acompanionhereiwouldhaveasked

youtotakemehomeandbringBaby

later.

Aatile:(stoodup)Okay...Let'sgo...

Lolo:(stooduppullingBaby'sarm)

Let'sgoBaby

Baby:(pulledherarmback)Idon't

wanttogo...Whydon'tyoustayhere



withus?

Lolo:Ican'tstayherebecausethere

isnospace,comewithme...I'llbring

youbackintheafternoon

Baby:Idon'twanttogo,I'llstaywith

daddyandyoucanvisitmehere

Lolo:(tearfullyheldbothherhands

andlookedinhereyes)Babylookat

me...IpromiseI'llbringyouback

beforenighttimeijustwanttobe

withyoubecauseimissedyou...

Thereissomuchiwanttotalktoyou

about

Baby:(angrily)No,idon'twantto

leavemyhomeandyouwanttoleave



meouttherewithPono'sboyfriend

soyoucangetontheplaneagain.(to

Aatile)Daddyidon'twanttogo...

(tearfully)Yousaidiwon'tleave

home

Aatile:Youwon'tleaveifyoudon't

wanttoleave,gotoyourroom...

SheranoutthenLolograbbedher

bagandtearfullydraggeditoutside

Aatile:I'mcoming

Otlhe:Okay...



Hefollowedheroutsideandgotin

thecarwithherasshecriedthenhe

droveout...

Aatile:I'msorry...

Lolo:(criedrubbinghertears)It's

okay,it'smyfault...Shecan'ttrustme

andshehasareason...Iputherat

risk,doessheknowsheisHIV

positive?

Aatile:No,ididn'tknowhowtotell

her.

Lolo:Canwepassbymyhouse,have

youheardanythingaboutit?What

hasbeenhappeningsinceiwent



missing?

Aatile:Atfirstwedidn'tthinkyou're

missingbutwhenDidistartedasking

questionswerealisedthatyoumight

bemissingbecauseshesaidLore

saidyouleftthemtocomehere

Lolo:Ican'tbelieveheliedto

everyone

Aatile:Yourmotherreportedyou

missingandthepolicereleasedyour

photoonTV,theyspoketothe

Arabianpoliceandworkedtogether

tohelpfindyou,Didi,KenandLore

wereinterviewedandtheyallsaidthe

samething...WellDidileKensaid



theydidn'tseeyouleavebutLoretold

thembecausehetookyoutothe

airporthimself.Lorewasinterviewed

overandoveruntiltheyreleasedhim

becausetherewasnothing

suspicious.Peoplethoughtyou

probablymetarichmananddecided

tostickaround.Anywayyourlandlord

wantedhermoneyandyourmother

askedmetogiveherP200fora

movingtruck.Ihelpedherandthey

tookyourthings

Lolo:Sothey'reatmymother'shouse?

Aatile:YesandtheUKtenantsmoved

out2weeksagobecauseapparently

thereisanelectricalfaultinthe



house.Theywantedtohaveitfixed

buttheleasestatesthatallmajor

repairsaretobeauthorisedbyyou

andyouweren'ttheresotheyleft.

Lolo:No...Howcansomuchhappen

injust2months...IsDidimarried

already?

Aatile:It'snextweek..

Lolo:(lookingathim)Otlheis

beautiful...

Aatile:Iknow,sheisdefinitelythe

beautifulwomanihaveevermetboth

inandout

Lolo:(lookedoutsidethewindow)

Youhavealwaysbeenthekindthat



movesontooquick

Aatile:Isthereatimelimit?WasI

supposedtowaitforyoutoenjoy

yourself,getusedbyrichguysand

takeyouback?

Lolo:Ifyoulovedmeyouwouldn't

havemovedonsoquick

Aatile:Youwouldn'tknowloveevenif

ithityouontheface,ilovedyou

Lolo...Icriedforyou...Andmy

daughterhadtowitnessyou

harassingmelikeiwasaweakman,

doesitsurpriseyouthatigotover

thatkindofaperson?

Lolo:Aatileididyouwrongandi



won'tblameyouformovingon,it'sall

myfaultbutifthereisonethingi

don'tregretischoosingamanlike

youtobemydaughter'sfather...

(shookherheadtearfully)I'mgoing

toregretlettingyougo...

Therewassilenceashedrove....

AtGobona'sHouse....

GobonaputonLolo'spyjamasand

walkedoutscratchingheritchyscalp

asshegrabbedanaxeandwalked

towardsheroldbedbythetrashpit



thenshesteppedonitandaxed....

Oneofhercustomersjumpedthe

fencewithcoinsandaanempty

bottleofmayonnaise...

Him:Metsinyanaateng?

Gobona:Yes...Canyouhelpmeaxe

this?

Him:Okay..

Themandismantledherentirebed

andpiledthepinesonthesidethen

hedismantledtheoldZezurowooden



tabletoo...

Man:Whyareyoudestroyingsuch

newfurniture?

Gobona:Igotnewfurniture,Ihavea

queenbedsolargeitfilledmyroom...

Man:Youmostgivemethingsyou're

notusing

Gobona:I'msellingmyfridgefor

P500wehavealargefridgeya

Hisense

Man:I'llbuyitnextweek

Theywalkedtowardsthefireplace



andthrewdownthepilethenacar

drovethroughthegateandparked

underthetree...

GobonafrownedasLolosteppedout

withherbagandwalkedtoher

mother'shousethenAatiledroveoff.

Gobona:Sitoverthere,I'llbringthe

beer

Shedustedherhandsandwalkedto

hermother'shousewhereLolowas

lookingatherpinkfluffycarpetwith

stainsofdirt...



Lolo:Whyareyouevenusingmy

things?

Hermother:Wherewouldwestore

them?Andyoursister'schildren

neededtositonthemat

Lolo:Doesn'tGobona'schildrenhave

afather?Ican'tbelievemythings

havebeenscatteredlikeI'madead

person,lekanjaboswaketshela?

(turnedtoGobonainshock)Whyare

youwearingmyclothes?

Gobona:Ilookedafteryourthingsthe

leastyoucouldsayisthankyou

Lolo:Whereismybed?



ShewalkedintoGobonahouseand

peeledoffhersheets,therewere

largepeestainsonthewhite

mattressasthewholehousesmelled

likepeethenshewentbacktothem..

Lolo:Thesefurniturehasn'tbeenfully

paidforigotitoncredit...andyoudid

thistoit?Whatiftheywantthem

backbecauseican'tpaythemIdon't

havemoney!

ShepausedandlookedatBaby's

brokebicyclelyingonthemiddleof



theyardthensheshookherheadand

walkedout...

AtKen'sMotor's....

Loresighedsittingatthegatewith

thesecurityguardwhodidn'tknow

howtorespondtohisvents...

Lore:AndDidiispregnantwithmy

child,notonlydidihavetogrowup

watchingKenlivemylifenowihave

towatchhimfathermychildtoo...I

stillwonderifmymotherhatesme.I

wasneverpartoftheirfamily,iwas



raisedbymygrandparentswhilethey

livedagoodsuperlife...Mymother

wasaheadteacherandmystep

fatherwasasoldier,Kenwentto

privateschoolsandhadbicycles,

motorbikesandhewasaboughta

carwhenhewasatatertiary..My

motherknewihadalearning

disabilitywhichinagovernment

schoolandbackinthedayswashard

todiagnose,teachersbeatmeandi

wastheschool'slaughter...Everyone

calledmestupidbecauseicouldn't

readorwriteproperly,itwashorrible

andmymotherwaslivingagoodlife

nowthatI'mgrowntheyactlikewe



arefamilyknowingverywelliwasn't

partofit.Kenmakesmeworklikea

slaveandpaysmepeanuts.I'mthe

onedoingthedirtyjobandI'mthe

oneatriskofgettingcaughtwith

drugs.IcrosstheborderfromSouth

AfricatoBotswanaandallhedoesis

smilewithwhitepeoplebecausehe

thinksheissmarterthanme...Itook

twocars,mineandtheoneihad

giventosomegirlandhecallsthat

carsyetKenobechagompheta.

Everywomanhedatedhegavehera

carofherchoice...

Guard:(speechless)Yeahneh...

Lore:Hedoesn'tevenwantto



considerme

Guard:(stoodup)I'mgoingtoread

thecheckinbookandseetheplate

numbers..

Hequicklygotintheguardhouseand

pretendedtobebusy,knowinghis

bosswasadrugdealeralmostgave

himadiarrheaandthethoughtof

gettingcaughtguardingdrugsdidn't

sitwellwithhim....

Lore:(gotinhiscar)Sharpthanksfor

thecompany...



Theguardwavedthenhedroveoff...

AtLore'sHouse...

Minuteslaterhegothomethrewthe

keysonthetableandwalkedtothe

kitchentakingoffhisjacketthenhe

grabbedacontainerofsugarand

tookoutacokegram...

Hespilleditonthetableandstared

atifforafewminutesthenhetook

outhisATMcardandsectionedit

thenheleanedoverandsniffed....



AttheWilliam'sHotel...

LoloknockedonMrWilliam'sdoor

andwalkedinashespoketothe

phone...

Williams:(talkingtothephone)It's

notagooddateforher,welostour

threechildreninahousefireonthat

verydate.Weusuallystayhomeand

lookattheirpicturessouseanother

datethatwillallowhertoshowup...

Bye.



HehungupandsmiledatLolo

shakinghandswithhr.

Williams:IhopeDubaitreatedyou

well

Lolo:(shamefully)I'msorryforgoing

withoutlettingyouknowbutI'dliketo

getbacktoworkifit'spossible

Williams:It'simpossible,wehave

hiredareplacementandwearesuing

youfornotgivingusanotice.

Lolo:Butidon'thavemoney-

Williams:Missihaveabusinessto

run,youdon'tjustcomeandgoas

youplease.Pleaseleavemyoffice.



SeeHRforyourdocuments.Thanks

fordroppingby,ihaveameetingto

preparefor

Shestoodupandwalkedout.

Atmymother'shome....

Mymotherhandedmeaplateoffood

andwalkedoutthenmyphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Ken:Hi...Canwetalk?

Me:Yes,yousoundserious.What's



goingon?

Ken:Isthereanychancethatbaby

isn'tmine?

Me:Excuseme?

Ken:I'msorry...Ijust-

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouaskedmethat..

Ken:Nevermind,I'mjustbeingcrazy.

Hehunguptheniangrilyputonmy

shoesandgrabbedthekeys.Minutes

lateripassedtheeldersoutsideand

droveoffbeforetheycouldaskme

anything...



AtLore'shouse....

Iangrilyknockedonthedoor,Lore

openedthedoorshirtlessinhisboxer

briefstheniwalkedinandclosedthe

door...

Me:(angrily)Canyoustoplyingto

Ken?Howcanyoubesoconvinced

it'syours?Can'tyoujustleaveme

alone?

Lore:IfKenissuchamanlethim

makehisownbaby...Ifyoudon't

startrespectingmeI'lltellhimand

theweddingwillbeoff,you'lllose



everything...Isthatwhatyouwant?

Me:Nobutwecan'tjustassumeit's

yours

Lore:Behave...Don'ttrytomakeme

feellessbecauseI'llmessupthis

wholeweddingthing,ihavenothing

toloseanything...

Ilookedonthetableatthewhite

powderandlookedathim,herubbed

offthelittlepowderonhisnostrils

andleanedoverkissingme,i

reluctantlymovedbutheleanedover

pullingmecloser...



Lore:(whispered)Remember....

Behave...

Heslowlyunzippedmydressatthe

backandletitdroponthefloorthen

heunhookedmybra...

Me:(tearfully)Idon'twanttodothis

Hetouchedmybreastsandkissed

methenhelaidmeonthecouchand

gotbetweenmylegs.Acarstopped

outsideandhepausedasthedoor

closed...



Ken:Low?

Hejumpedoffmeandranaroundthe

housetryingtofindhistshirttheni

coveredmybreastsandslightly

movedthecurtains.Myjointsgot

coldandweakasKenwalkedpast

mycarfrowningandgrabbedthe

knobtoopenthedoor...

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

[9/3,11:45PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴52

AtLore'sHouse....

Iquicklylockedthedoorbeforehe

couldpushitopenthenipickedmy

dressandputiton,Loreranback

insidehoppingononelegandzipped

hisjeansthenhepickedmybrafrom



thefloorandthrewitover...

Lore:(whispered)Putonyourclothes

andgotothebedroom,I'lldistract

him

Me:(whisperedback)Mycaris

outside!Anddon'teventrytomake

thislooklikeiwantedthisbecausei

didn't

Lore:Nobodydraggedyouhere,you

cameallthewaytoseduceme...I

didn'tcallyou...

MeanwhileKenstoppedatthedoor

quietlytryingtolistentowhatwas



happeninginsidethenheknocked

again....

Ken:Didi?Lore?Openthedoor!

Isatonthecouchcoveringmymouth

tearfully,myhandsandlegswere

shakingasistrainedmybraintrying

tothinkofmywayout.Ijumpedas

heangrilybangedonthedoorand

kickeditalmostbreakingthelock....

Ken:(angrily)Lorehankabulalebati

leotsilegoregakenamaitseowaitse?



Lore:Whyareyoukickingthedoor?

akerekeabula?Emapelekebuleee...

Loretookadeepbreathholdingthe

keysasitearfullylookedathim

sittingonthecouch...

Ken:(impatientlybangedthedoor)

Openthedoor!

HekickedthedoorhittingLore'sface

asthescrewsscatteredonthefloor

withhim,KencameformebutLore

quicklygotupandgrabbedhisarm

turninghimaround....



Lore:Kenitsnotwhatyouthinktrust

me...

Ken:(pushedhim)Don'ttouchme!

Lore:(puthishandsup)Ok...Ok...I'm

nottouchingyou....Canwetalk?

Ken:Whatisshedoinghere?

Me:IcametoaskhimaboutLolo,he

leftheratDubaiandheisusingthe

drugs.

Kenlookedatthepowderonthe

tableandlookedbackatLoreashe

tookadeepbreathholdinghiswaist...



Ken:Whatisshetalkingabout?

Lore:Shejusttoldyouwhat

happened...IleftLolokoDubai

becauseshethreatenedtoreportme

forsmugglingdrugsintothecountry.

BythenIhadn'tmovedthestashsoi

wasparanoidaboutit...nowican't

findher.

Ken:Butwhyisthedoorlocked?

Whatkindofdiscussionisdone

behindcloseddoors?andiheard

footstepsofyoutworunningupand

down...What'sgoingon?

Lore:(rubbedhissweatyforehead)



Whatareyousaying?

Ken:(walkingtowardshim)Whyare

yousweating?

Lore:Kendon'tdothisbasedonyour

assumptions

Me:(crying)Canigohome?

Ken:(walkinguptohisface)Kare

whyareyousweatinggapeo

itoteletsemontungleDidi?

Lore:(movingbackwards)Soyou're

goingtomakeassumptionsbecause

youthinkI'mdoingsomethingwith

her?Ofcourseilockedthedoorthe

minuteirealisedyouwereoutside

becauseiknewwhatyou'dthink,you



alwaysaccusemesoami

uncomfortablerightnow?Yes...ami

fuckingsweating?Yes,becauseIam

uncomfortablewiththewayyoujust

kickedthedoor...becauseicansee

rightthroughyouandmaybei

understandwhybutknowingthatyou

mightdosomethingbadforwrong

assumptionssureashellmakesme

uncomfortable...

Ken:DoyoureallythinkI'mgoingto

believethat?Thecarisoutsideso

youlockedthedoorforanother

reason,youweregettingdressed

Loregakesesokana

Lore:Can'twecallourfatherandtalk



aboutitrenaleeneeebecauseyou

don'tbelieveme?

Ken:DoyouthinkI'mthatstupidor

doyouthinkyou'retoointelligent?

Lore:(impatiently)Canyoujustleave

thenifthat'showwearegoingtotalk

Kenpunchedhimonthemouthand

hereturnedthepunch,istoodup

confusedwonderingwhattodoas

theyexchangedblowsuntilLore

backedaway...

Lore:That'senoughI'mnotfighting

youodiradilodiselebecausegaoitse



goregodiragetseng...Mpetseeebut

I'mnotfightingyou,thisisstupid.I'm

toogrownforshitlikethis

KenturnedaroundandkickedhisTV,

itcrackedthenhepulleditoutand

whippeditonthefloorasit'spieces

scattered....

Ken:(angrily)Ipaidforallthis...All

theseismineandicantakeitall

away....Imadeyouwhoyou'retoday

andyousleepwithmywoman?

Lore:Don'teversayyoumademe

becauseyoudon'tknowme,unlike



youeverythingihaveiworkedfor...

Everythingyougavemewasa

paymentnotabrotherlylove,unlike

youmylifeisn'tawalkinthepark.

Youlookstupid,"mywoman"your

shitsheiscarryingmybaby.Howis

that?

Me:It'snotyoursLore!

Kenpausedandlookedatme

breathingheavily...

Ken:Yousleptwithmybrother?

Me:(tearfullyshookmyhead)Ngng



Heturnedaroundandwalkedtothe

kitchenthenLorestoodupand

handedmemykeys..

Lore:Pleasegohome-

Igrabbedthekeysandheturned

aroundasKenwalkedoverholdinga

knifethenicoveredmymouth

screamingasheswungitbackand

stabbedLoreonthechest...

Me:OHMYGOD!



Lore:(gasped)Didipleasego...run

LoreturnedhiseyeslookingatKen

formercyasthewholeknifestuck

betweenhisribsmakingithardto

breath,Kenpulleditoutandbithis

lowerlipstabbinghimoverandover

againasbloodsplatteredallover.

Me:Kenstopit...Pleasestop

Hewasn'tstoppingandbloodbegun

flowingonthefloor,Itriedrunning

outbutislippedonthebloodandfell

down.Kenyankedmyhairand



pushedmeagainstthewall,ilost

balanceandtemporarilylost

consciousness.

Igotupashesquattedandstabbed

himontheheartleavingtheknife

stuckonhischestthenhedragged

mebymyhairasicriedkicking

slidingonthefloor....

Ken:YouthoughtiwaslyingDidi

akere?I'mgoingtoshootyourpussy

andkillmyself.(igrabbedthedoor

screamingandheslappedmeacross

theface)Shutup!



Me:(crying)Kenit'syourbaby....

you'regoingtohurtthebaby

Ken:Shutup..

Hegrabbedanotherknifeinthe

kitchenandpointeditatmeputting

meinthecarandgotinthedriver's

side.Heturnedthekeyanddroveoff

asicriedwithaknifeonmyneck

whileheheldthesteeringwheelwith

onehand.

Halfofbreadfamily,Likeand

comment.Goodnight

*



*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

[9/3,11:46PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴53

AtLore'sHouse....



Loreslowlydraggedhimselftothe

glasstableandreachedforhisphone

thenhedialedhismothertaking

weakbreathasblooddrippedonthe

cornerofhismouth...

Her:Hello?

Lore:(coughedblood)Kenstabbed

mewithaknife

Her:What?

Lore:HetookDid-

Thephonesliddownashiseyes



closed....

Her:Hello?Hello?Lore?Whereare

you?Lore?Heeelang.....

AtKen'sMotor's.....

MinuteslaterKenloweredtheknife

aswereachedthegatewherethe

unawaresecurityguardwavedand

openedforusthenhedroveinand

parkedclosertotheoffice...

Istillcouldn'tgetthepictureofthat



knifestuckonLore'schest,itall

seemedtoohardtobelieveitwas

reallyhappening...

Me:KenLoreislying...Howcanyou

believehimwhenwehaven'teven

doneaDNAtestjusttoconfirmhis

story?

Ken:I'llstabyouwiththisknifeifyou

don'tshutup

Heslicedmythighandipressedit

downwithbothhandsasblood

droppedontheseatthenhestepped

outandpulledmealongwithmyhair.



Heunlockedtheofficewiththeother

handandpushedmeinsidewiththe

other,ifellonthecarpetcryingand

hepulledmyhairdraggingmetothe

officewhileicriedbeggingandtrying

toconvincehim...

Hepushedmeonthefloorand

lockedtheofficeputtingkeysinhis

pocketthenunlockedthesafeand

tookoutagun.Thesecurityguard

knockedatthemaindoor...

Him:(knockingatthemaindoor)



Morena?....Sir?Iseverythingokayin

there?

Me:(screaming)Callthepoliceheis

tryingtoki-

Heslappedmewiththebackofhis

handandifellonmybackthenhe

steppedonmyneckchokingmewith

hisfootasmyeyespoppedoutofthe

socketswhileitriedtopushoffhis

foot...

Ken:Mzolaweeboelakotirong,your

jobistoguardthosecars....That's

whatipayyoufor...Getbacktowork



Him:(tryingtoopenthedoor)Ken

youdon'twanttogotoprisonjust

becauseyoucouldn'tcontrolyour

emotions...

Ken:(screamedangrily)Kare

tsamaya!

Therewassilenceasistillstruggled

tobreathwithhisfootonmythroat

thenhemovedhisfootandibent

overslappingmeonthefacethenhe

pickedmeupandtossedmeonthe

couch.

Ken:KetaagobolayaDidiautwa?



Heputtheammunitionandpointed

atmyfacestaringrightinmyeyes...

Ken:Whydidyoudoit?

Me:ifitellyouthetruthwillyoulet

mego?

Ken:IfyoutellmethetruthI'llmakeit

fast,youwon'tfeelthepainbutifyou

lietoI'llmakeitslow...I'mgoingto

shootyourlimbsandpussythen

leaveyoutodiehere.

Me:Iwasn'tthinkingaboutwhat

wouldhappen...I'msorry...



Ken:Igaveyoueverythingyou

wantedDidi,didn'ti?

Heputthegundownandswallowed

tearfullylookingatmewitha

shutteredlookthenhebackedupand

sliddownthedoorstillholdingthe

gun...

Ken:Didiibeenthroughsomuch...

Whycouldn'tyoujustleaveme

insteadofhurtingme?Iwouldhave

understoodifyousaidyoudon'tlove

meanymore...Whyhurtmewheni

washonestwithyoufromthe



beginning?Doyouhaveanyideahow

itfeelsliketobecheatedonoverand

overagain?

Herubbedhistearsandshookhis

headsittingatthedoor....

Ken:Mybestfriendsleptwithmy

girlfriendandgotherpregnant,my

childhoodfriend....Ithoughtitwas

mine,likeanidiotigotexcited...I

wasn'tworkingbutididmybest...My

friendwasworkingandiguessshe

couldn'thandlebeingwithabroke

man,shedecidedtomoveinwithhim



andihadtofindoutallthisbymyself

becausenoneofthemhadthe

decencytoletmeknow,I'dvisithim

whileshewassleepinginthe

bedroomnnakesaitsegoreoteng

untilhestartedbuyingbabyfurniture.

Iaskedhimandhetoldmehewas

expectingababy...Itoldhimabout

whatwashappeningbetweenmeand

mygirlfriend,icriedonhisshoulder

andallthesetimehenevertoldme

hewastheonemakingmecryuntil

thedayicaughtthemtogether.....

Hesmiledandshookhisheadas

tearsfelldownthenhelookedat



me....

Ken:Isworethatifieverfoundlove

againI'dneverletherlackanything

becausepartofmeblamedmefor

nothavingenough...SonowI'mhere

wonderingwhatididwrongwithyou,

wheredidIgowrong?

Irubbedmytearsandstoodupthen

hepointedatmewithagun...

Ken:Sit....Don'tmove



Isatonthecouchandshookmy

headcrying...

Me:Youdidnothingwrong,ijustgot

tempted...I'msorrybutidon'tlove

Loreandidon'tknowwhosebabyit

is,I'msorry,pleaseforgiveme...We

canstillfixthis...Wecangoback

thereandclaimwefoundhimlike

that.

Therewasaknockatthemaindoor...

Voice:(banging)Kennaopenthedoor

thisisthepolice!



Hestoodupandpointedatmewitha

gunshushingme...

Ken:Don'ttouchthedoor!Ifyou

touchthedooronemoretimeI'm

shootingherandkillingmyself.Ihave

a9mm

Police:Okay....Iunderstandyou....

I'mmovingback...

Thepolicecarwailedoutsideand

Kendraggedmetothewindowwhere

hemovedthecurtainsandsawtwo

policecarsparkingoutsidewith



lightsflashingaround,policeofficers

roamedtheyardaspeoplestoodby

thefencewatching.

Theleadingdetectivewalkedbackto

thehighwaypatrolcarandgrabbed

themiclookingatthewindow...

Detective:(onthespeaker)

Kenna?....letherwalkoutandnoone

willbehurt.Wearenotheretofight,

noneofusisarmed.Justlethergo...

Yourbrotherissafeatthehospital

thereisnoneedtooverreact...



Ken:Theyarelying,heisdead...

Me:Whatifheisnot...Theydon't

havegunsbabelet'sgobeforema

SSGgethere...

Ken:No...

Hepushedmeonthefloorand

pointedatmewithagun...

Ken:Ican'tbelieveiallowedmyself

tofallforanothercheat...I'mnot

goingtoprisonwhileyouenjoyyour

lifewithothermen...

Me:Youdon'twanttokillme



becauseyou'restalling,you'renota

killerandyouknowthisbabymight

beyours,wehadunprotectedsexall

thetimeandweusedcondomsone

day,therestoftheotherdaysitwas

skintoskinwhatifthisisyours?

Mapodisibareompuleleketswe

pleaselistentothembeforetheyuse

forceidon'twanttoloseyou....Babe

peoplecheatoneachotherallthe

timebutitsneverthisdramaticke

bakileI'llneverdothisagain..

Let'sgo

Detective:Kenna?I'mgoingtocount



uptofiveforyoutoreleaseher....We

candothistheeasywayorthehard

way...Whichonedoyouwant?

Hemovedthecurtainsagain,acar

stoppedoutsideandtheagroupof

armedmendressedinblackwith

blackhelmetsjumpedout

surroundingthebuilding,ihadnever

seensuchauniformbeforeandi

didn'tknowwhatwashappeningbut

myheartwaspoundingbecauseKen

wasbeginningtopanicandiwasn't

surewhathewoulddowithme...



Detective:TheSWATteamishere...

You'resurrounded,Kennaputyour

weapondownandwalkoutwithyour

handsbehindyourhead....Wedon't

wanttohurtanyone,wejustwantto

makesuretheladyyou'reholdingin

hostageisokay....Yourbrotheris

doingfinedon'tdoanythingstupid.

Kenmovedtotheotherwindowand

movedthecurtain,twoofficersstuck

themselvesonthewallholdingguns

thenhequicklymovedbackstill

holdingmyhairasibeguncrying...



Ken'sparentsarrivedand

approachedthedetective...

Me:Babeplease...Let'sjustwalkout

Ken:TheSWATteamisgoingto

shootmetheminuteiwalkout.

Me:Putmeinfrontofyoutheywon't

shootme,let'sgonnakeatshoga

Hisfather:(onthespeaker)Ofana?

Akootswelekonteaboobatago

hulwalemapodisiakere?Openthe

doorandwalkoutthisminute,I'mnot

goingtolosetwochildre-



Theygrabbedthemicfromhimand

Kenshookhisheadpanicking...

Ken:Shit...Heisdead....

Hemovedthecurtainagainandisaw

Loloworriedlyrubbingherhands

togetherstandingbythefencewitha

fewotherpeople...

Thewindowbrokeandtheythrew

somethingsmokeyinside,thewhole

roombecamewhiteasmyeyesgot

itchy,icoughedandKendraggedme

outholdingthegun,themanlyingon



topofthecarwithabiggunpulled

thetriggerandKenfellfacedown

lookingatme....

Ken:(tearfullywhispered)I'msorry....

Iloveyou

Amaninblackquicklyliftedmeup

andrantowardstheambulance

carryingmeonhisshoulderasthe

sniperdisarmedhisgunandjumped

downtakingoffhishelmet.

Isatuponthestretcherlookingat

Kenlyingonthegroundasthepolice



surroundedhimgettinghis9mm,a

paramedicranoverputtingonhis

gloveskneltnexttohimcheckinghis

pulsethenhestoodupremovinghis

glovesandshookhishead.

Theycoveredhimwithawhitesheet

andhismotherranoutofthecrowd

screamingandkneltnexttohisbody

crying...

Her:(crying)Ofana?Ofana?

Sheturnedhisbodyaroundand

huggedhimashisheadwaved



around,thepolicepulledheroffand

coveredhimwithasheetasshecried

helplesslythenherhusbandhurried

overandtookher...

Her:(cryinglookingatme)Youwill

neverfindpeace....Youkilledmy

sons....youwillneverfindpeace....I

don'teverwanttoseeyourface...

Paramedic:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfin-

Otlhecameoutofnowhereandhit



meontheforeheadwithastoneand

bloodgushedoutastheparamedic

movedback...

Twootherofficersranoverand

pushedpulledheroffme,theyput

cuffsonherasiputmyhandonthe

cutfeelingdizzy.Theparamedicput

meintheambulanceandslidme

insideasiblackedout......

Bonusifwereach24Kbefore6.

*

*



*

*

.

.

.
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Atthehospital.....

Thedoctorpulleduphismaskand

putonhisglovesasKen'sbedrolled

inwiththenurses...



Dr:Whatamilookingat?

Nurse:A30+malewithagunshot

woundtothefrontofthechestjust

abovethediaphragm.Hisvitalsare

undetectableandtheparamedics

pronouncedhimdeadatthesceneso

-

Dr:Verification-okay...Pushthethe

bedoverhere...

Theypushedthebedandthedoctor

flickedhisflashlightopeninghiseyes,

thepupilsslightlyconstrictedandhe

frownputtingonhisstethoscope



thenheplaceditonhischest.

Heheldhisbreathcarefullylistening

thenhemoveditbellowhisbeaststill

hopingforsomething.Hesighedand

tookoffthestethoscopethenhe

examinedhisinjuryandmovedback...

Dr:Thebulletrupturedthroughhis

ribcageandprobablydamagedhis

lungtherebytensionpneumothorax

pulltheECGmachineoverandthe

oxygen,hookhim...I'llneeda

pneumothoraxneedlewiththe

largestdiameterplease...hurryevery



splitsecondiscritical....

Everyonegotbusyasthedoctor

cleanedhimwithalcoholandthey

handedhimtheneedlewhichhe

insertedonKen'schestjustoverthe

thirdrib.Therewasanimmediate

rushofexitingairfromtheneedle.

Thedoctorremovedtheneedleand

leftthecatheterintheplacelooking

atKenthenheheavedahugesigh

glancingattheECGmachineasKen's

heartbeatslowlyrecovered,he

properlydisposedoftheneedleand



securedthecatheterwithatape.

Theyalllookedatoneanotherwith

smilesofvictoryasthemachines

beeped...

Dr'sasst:(laughed)Andtheythinkit's

witchcraftwhenapatientwakesup

atthemorgue...

Dr:(laughed)Asplitseconddelay

andI'dbesigningadeathcertificate...

Hewashedhishandsandwalkedout

withhisassistantastheirwhitecoats



wavedattheback....

AtMyward....

Laterthateveningthenursesealed

mycannulaandhung1unitofblood

onthestandasIlaidonthebed

quietlywatchingherasshefixedthe

medication...

Nurse:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine...

Nurse:Didtheytellyouthatyou're

pregnantatthescanroom?



Me:Ialreadyknew,isthebabyokay?

Nurse:(laughed)Yes...

Me:Otshegaengnemma?

Nurse:Nothingsowhoisthefather

betweenthetwobrothers?

Me:Doeseveryoneknow?

Nurse:Youmadetheheadlines,

everyoneistalkingaboutit..Itsall

overthemediaandsomeofusdidn't

evenknowBotswanahasaSWAT

team,disrespectfulasitsoundsi

thoughttheonlypoliceofficerswe

havearespecialconstableslebo

superintendenthela,nowiknowwe

evenhavedetectives..



Me:Caniborrowyourphoneandsee

whatyou'retalkingabout?

Nurse:It'sonthecharger,I'llbringit

latersoisittrueaboutthedrugsand

thetripstoDubai?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nurse:Ailet'sdropit

Me:Themmampolelelawena...

Gatweng?

Nurse:Nothingaretswemogoyone...

Afewpeopleslowlypassedbythe

doorlookingatme...



Nurse:Bagolokekopalesekala

tsamaelakwano

Me:Whoarethey?

Nurse:Theywerechasedthatside

theywanttoseeyouwesuspectthey

heardfromthemediathatyou'rehere

sotheywanttoseewhat'shappening,

thedoctorsuggestedyougetmoved

toaprivateroom,ithinktheywill

moveyouonthenextshift.

Me:Okay...

Twodetectiveswalkedinand

showedthenursetheiridentification

andaskedhertoexcuseus,she



pushedouthermedicationtrolley

andclosedthedoorbehindher....

Thedetectivespulledthechairsand

satdownlookingatme....

Detective:IamdetectiveSimba,this

isGabonakgosi,howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine..

Simba:Howlongdidyourtripin

Dubailastandmuchdidyouspend?

Roughlyhela...

Me:Idon'tknowKenandLorewere

payingforeverything



Simba:AndwhatdoesKendofora

living?

Me:Heisacardealer,what'sthis

about?

Simba:I'mjustaskingyouroutine

questions,givemestraightanswers.

Kenisadrugdealerandthefactthat

youhavebeenhelpinghimspend

thatdrugmoneyisanoffence,ifyou

cooperatewithussothatjusticecan

beservedyouwillgetalesser

sentence.

Me:IsKenalive?

Simba:Heisinacriticalconditionat

theintensivecareunit



Me:IsLoreokay?

Simba:Hehasbeencertifieddead.

Canwegetbacktothequestions

please.

Me:AllKentoldmewasthathisbig

brotherisadrugdealerbuthedidn't

saymuch

Simba:Don'tlietomebecauseit

showsyou'repartofthisgangandit

extendsallthewaytoacertaingroup

ofNigeriansinSouthAfrica.

Me:Okay,I'lltellyoueverythingi

know...KentoldmeLoreisadealer

andmonthsagohetookhisgirlfriend

toDubai,heofferedusafreetripand



weagreed.Whenwegotthereidon't

knowwhathappenedbuthis

girlfriendsaidshewascomingback

andithoughtshedidbutonly

yesterdaydidwefindouthewas

lying.Helefthertheresoiwenttohis

housetoaskhimaboutherbecause

sheismyfriendthat'swhenhe

startedgettingangry,ithinkhewas

highbecausetherewassomething

onthetable.Kencameoverandwe

continuedtoaskhimaboutLolo

that'swhenhegotangryandfought

withhisbrother,Kendefended

himselfandstabbedhimthenhe

panickedsayingishouldn'ttellthe



policehestabbedhimbutibegged

himtellinghimhewasn'twrongto

defendhimself.Ithinkhewas

sufferingfromshockorsomething

becausehewasn'thimself,hewas

temporarilyinsaneandhetookmeto

theofficeandthat'swherewe

continuedtalkingaboutituntilthe

policecame

Simba:Thisguyhurtyou,whatabout

thecutsandthebruises?

Me:ItwasLore,Kenhadtointervene

becauseLorewasangryandgetting

paranoid.Hedidn'twanthisgirlfriend

tobefoundbecausehethoughtshe

wouldreporthim.



Theinterviewwentonandonfor

hours....

AtLolo'smother's...

LaternightLoloincreasedthevolume

staringattheTV...

Thescreenshowedsmallpacksof

drugsbeingpouredonthebrown

tableasofficerspointedatthem...

«««««Newsreporter'svoice:An



allegeddrugdealeralmostlosthis

lifeduringadrugburstoperationin

Maun,thesuspectisallegedtohave

beenworkinghandinhandwith

someknowndrugdealersinSouth

AfricatosmuggledrugsinBotswana.

Thisburstfollowedatipfroman

unknownindividualwholedthe

operatingsquadtothesuspects

whereanongoingfightwas

interruptedbetweenthetwo

suspectswhoarebrothers,theyoung

brotherisallegedtohavestabbedhis

brotherwithaknifeaftercatching

himwithhisfiancéwhomhewas

supposedtomarrythis



weekend»»»»»

Gobonawalkedinandstoppedatthe

doorlisteningasLolo'smother

pinnedherelbowonthebedstaring

atthescreen...

««Thestabwoundsuspectwas

confirmeddeadatthehospitalwhile

theothersuspectwasapprehended

athisofficewherehewasallegedly

holdinghisfiancéhostage.»»»»

Her:IsthataboutDidi?



Gobona:Ee,ronararebathoke

bahumikantetheyaresellingdrugs.

Lolo:Theyshouldn'thaveshotKen,

whydopoliceofficersalwaysdothis?

TheyknewverywellthatLoreisthe

onedoingthis.Itoldthemeverything

andnowtheyarelinkinghimtohis

brother....Ifthisiswhattheydowhen

theygettipsfromthepublicthey

won'tbegettinghelp.

««Moredrugswerepouredonthe

tableandanofficerwithgloves

placedthreegunsonthetable.Aclip

ofKen'sMotor'soverviewshowed



thecrowdandthepolicecars

flashinglightsoutsidethebuilding...

Officer:Eerra...Wehavebeen

secretlyonthisoperationforseveral

weeksnowworkingwithaspecial

teambecausethesemenweren'tjust

smugglers,theyarearmedandvery

dangerous.Whenpeopleare

apprehendedbythepolicetheyoften

doeverythingintheirpowertoget

awaywithitsoit'sveryimportantfor

usasthepolicetoalsoprotect

ourselvesinoperationslikethis.Tota

borrebasalerebabatilemmeresa

kgonegobatshwarabecauseba



bohithaandtheyknewhowto

concealthesedrugs,whatwehave

overtherearedrugsworthhundred

andtwentythousand,youcanjust

seetheseriousnessofthiscrime.

Theyaredangerousindividualsjaaka

helaobonaonthedayoftheburst

wefoundthemalreadyfightingand

keepingawomaninhostage.»»»»»»»

Lolo:(thoughtfully)IwonderifKen

wasinonthis?Andifhedoesi

wonderifDidiknows...Mmeshe

wouldhavetoldme...Gakebonea

itse.



Gobona:(turnedtoher)Kantegone

whydidn'ttheyarrestyouakereojele

drugmoney?Kanagamothoajele

gaamolato?

Lolo:Don'tstartwithmewenagake

mommuding...Othatswematerase

ameangwanawagagoarotetseng..

(increasedthevolume)mxm...

««Newsreporter:(concluded)andthe

namesofthedeceasedhavebeen

withhelduntilfamilyandfriendshave

beennotified,KeitseMosadi-

Botswanatelevision-Maun»»»»



Atthepolicestation....

Otlhewalkedoutofthepolicestation

rubbingherwriststearfullyand

huggedAatileashekissedherneck

andwalkedheroutside...

Aatile:Iheardwhathappenedonthe

news,istillcan'tbelieveit...What

happened?

Otlhe:KencaughtLorewithDidiand

stabbedhimwithaknifebuthe

managedtocallmamaandwetook

himtothehospital...Hetoldusthat

hehadbeensneakingaroundwith



Didi,hediedatthehospitalbareke

internalbleeding.Kentookhertothe

officeandiguesshewantedtokill

herandkillhimselfbutthepolicegot

thereintimemmeanongidon'tknow

whocalledthepolicebecausebo

papabonetheyjustwantedtotalk

himoutofitbuttooursurprisere

ithelamapodisitenglebabontsho,

whoarethey?

Aatile:Kanagatwebaowereonthe

leadyadidrugs,SWATteamor

somethinglikethatandapparentlyits

anoperationelenggorehasbeen

goingonforawhile,gatweboKen

weresellingdrugs



Otlhe:Mybrothersdidn'tdodrugs,i

wouldhaveknown...

Aatile:KeniscriticalkoICUnotdead

yet...

Otlhe:(smiled)What?OhmyGod....I

wanttoseehim..

Aatile:Theywon'tletanyoneseehim,

heisobviouslyunderpolicecustody.

Otlhe:(lookedupthesky)Jesus

thankyou...

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtKen'smother's....



Ayounggirlwalkedinwithwaterand

handedMaDanielthenshesatup

anddrunkpainkillers...

Her:Whatpainsmeishowmuchi

welcomedthatwickedgirlintomy

family,Ilikedheranddideverythinga

motherinlawissupposedtodoand

shepaysmebykillingoneofmy

sons,makingthemfightingone

anotherlikethis.Idon'tcarewhat

everyonesaysaboutthedrugs,the

policearelying.Theyweren't

supposedtoshootKenbecausehe



didn'tshootatanyonenowtheywant

toaddspicestothenewsaboutmy

sonsdoingdrugs?Theywantto

justifytheirevilactsofcarelessness

bysayingmyboysaredrugdealers?

Aunt:Nnyaayadidrugskemaaka

helathosethingsdon'thappenin

Botswana,wedon'thavedrugshere.

Theyshouldjustapologisetothe

familyforshootingKenandihave

realisedthatrecentlythepolicehave

beengunningdownpeopleforminor

thingsevenwhentheyarenotarmed.

Thiscountryisturninginto

somethingelse.

Her:TheybetterprayKenmakesit



outofICUandthatwitchofagirlene

idon'tevenwanttoseewhereshe

satfootatdsmaelekgakalalenna...

AtKen'sward...

ThenextmorningKenslowlyturned

hisheadandopenedhiseyeswithan

oxygenmaskonhisfaceanda

bandagearoundhischestthenhe

triedtomovehislegbuthewas

chainedtothebed.

Anofficerguardinghimoutsidethe

doorturnedandlookedathimthen



helookedtheotherwaystill

breathingthroughtheoxygenmask...

Atmyward....

OnthesamemorningIwokeup

nauseousandhurriedtothe

bathroomwhereithrewupand

flashedthetoilet,isupportedmyself

onthetoiletseatuntilthedizziness

wornoff....

Iwalkedoutfeelinglightandlaidon

thebed,Iwashungryandiknew

whateverfoodthehospitalwas



servingwouldneverbeenough...

Thecookopenedthedoorand

pushedinthetrolleythensheputthe

bowlofsoftporridgeonmyshelf

top...

Cook:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning..

Cook:Putmilkandsugarsoicango

tothenextroom,howareyoufeeling?

Me:(puttingmilkandsugar)I'mfine..

Cook:Otaasidilegangwanaand

don'tworryaboutthestoriesgoing



onabouthowyousleptwithwith

brothersandgotinvolvedindrugs...

Batswanaarethemostforgetful

nationinAfrica...Nextweektheywill

begossipingaboutsomeoneelse

Me:Ehmma...

Shepushedhertrolleyoutandit

wasn'tuntililookedatthesoft

porridgethatirealisedihadnothad

porridgesinceimetKen.Itwasn't

appetisingfrommyusualfried

whatnotorjuices,iknewmealslike

softporridgewouldbemynew

lifestyleandiforceditdownmy



throat.

Mymindwasalloverandiknewi

neededaplacetostaywhenigot

dischargedfromthehospital,My

motherandherfamilyhadnot

checkedonmeandikindof

expecteditnowthatihadlostKen...

Hourspassedaslaidonthehospital

bedwithoutaphoneoranythingto

keepmyselfentertained...Thenext

visittimethedooropenedthenLolo

walkedin.....



Idon'tknowwhatgotmeemotional,

knowingthatshewastheonlyperson

whocareddespiteourchildish

constantfightsorknowingthati

knewshewasprobablyinDubaibut

failedtoletthepoliceknowmy

suspicion.Whateveritwasitbrought

tearstomyeyesaswehugged....

Me:Lorehintedhewantedtoleave

youinDubaiandIthoughtitalked

himoutofitbut-

Lolo:I'mherenowandLorepaidwith

hislife,whatmorecaniaskfor?How

areyoufeeling?



Me:Loloiwasn'ttheretosleepwith

Lore,ijustwanttomakethatclear

withyou.Iwasn'tthereforthatiwent

the-

Lolo:DidiiknowyouloveKenandi

knowthekindofamanLoreis,he

leftmeinDubaiandmenusedme-

mineisalongstoryandijustwanted

tocheckonyouandgiveyoufood

becauseIknowyouarejustmewhen

itcomestofamilyandfriends

Me:Ilosteverything...Amanwho

lovesmewholeheartedly,thegood

lifeandeverything....Ihavenowhere

togo...Gaketswamokeyakae?



Lolo:Whenyoufindthatplacetake

mewithyoubecauseIlostagood

man,ilostmydaughterandjob,ilost

everythingandidon'thaveaplaceto

sleep...

Me:Theweddingwasnextweek,i

boughteverythingandI'mso

ashamedbecauseinvitationswere

out,bathobagontebajang?

Lolo:Welcometomyworld....And

don'texpectanyonetofeelsorryfor

youotaatswakazero,iamalready

thereandnoonecares.Instead

gatweketshamekilekanyaloand

they'rerightmaybeOtlheisgoingto

keephim.



Me:LoloI'mpregnantandidon't

thinkKenisgoingtohelpmeifhe

survives.It'shisbabybuthedoesn't

believeme,howamigoingtofeed

babywithoutajob?

Lolo:ThesamewayifedMayawhen

iwasateenager,youhustle.Maya's

housedoesn'thavetenantsanditwill

costme4.2tohireanelectricianto

fixthewholehousebutidon'thave

themoneysomaybewesleepthere

withoutelectricity.I'msurewewill

findjobsevenwaitressingisfineas

longaswegetmoney.Onceyou're

onyourfeetyou'llrentahouseand

buybabythings,I'llsaveforfixing



thathouseandrentittosomeone

thenmaybeicanstarttryingto

rekindlemyrelationshipwithMaya.

Shedoesn'twantmeDidi...(tearfully)

ShegotmolestedandshehasHIV...

Howamigoingtoexplaintomy

daughterthatshegotitbecauseof

me?

Itearfullyhuggedherassherubbed

hereyessniffling...

Thenextinsertcomesat11pm

tonight..

*



*

*

*

*
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Atmyward.....



LaterintheeveningAatileshookmy

shoulderandislowlyturnedaround

yawning.Isatupandlookedathim

ashelookedatmefeelingsorryfor

me,itwasalloverhisface.Icould

neverunderstandhowamancould

besocompassionatelikehimandi

thinkitswhatmadehimmore

attractive-thefactthathecouldfeel

anotherperson'spain...

Me:Hey

Aatile:Hi...Iheardwhathappened,

areyouOK?

Me:I'mfine..



Aatile:(lookingatmyforehead)I

heardOtlhehityou,I'msorryabout

that

Me:(smiled)Doyouwanttomakeit

uptome?

Aatile:(laughed)Uh-whatisit?Don't

askmetokillherwenakanao

setsenwa

Me:(laughed)Iwish...Ineedyouto

checkonKenforme.Heisunder

policecustodyandnooneisallowed

toseehim.Idon'tknowwhenthey

willtakehimawaybutiwantour

statementstobethesame.

Aatile:Didino...Idon'twanttobeon



thewrongsideofthelaw.Youknow

howifeelaboutthingslikethis

Me:IknowandI'msorryforasking

thisbutiwouldn'taskifitwasn't

important.You'retheonlyperson

whocanhelpmehere...Please,ifyou

don'thelpmehewillgetadeath

sentence.I'mpregnantAattieandI

don'twantmybabytogrowup

withoutafather,please...Iknow

doingthiswillputyouatriskbut

please...

Aatile:(smiledlookinginmyeyes)

You'repregnant?

Me:(smiled)Yes..



Hehuggedmeandshookmeabit

beforehesteppedbackandsmiled

puttinghishandsinthecoat

pockets...

Aatile:Iwasalwaysafraidyoumight

havedifficultyfallingpregnant,I'm

happythatabortiondidn'taffectyou

Me:Thanks

Aatile:AlrightI'lldothisforthebaby

Me:Thanks..

Aatile:(lookedathiswristwatch)So

whatdoitellhim?(Inarratedthe



samestatementigavethepolice)So

ijusttellwhatyoujusttoldme?

Me:Yes...

Aatile:Elegorewhatreallyhappened?

Me:(laughed)Justgobeforethe

policeinterviewhim

Aatile:Alright,Shap....Takecare

Me:You'realifesaver...

Aatile:(turnedandsmiledatme)

don'tyouforgetit...

Ilaughedashewalkedoutand

closedthedoor....



AtKen'sroom....

MinuteslaterAatileapproachedthe

roomasanofficersatonthechair

pressinghisphone...

Aatile:Hi

Him:(pressinghisphone)Hello

Aatile:Ineedtocheckthisguy's

vitals

Him:(onthephone)vital?

Aatile:(laughed)Um....Howdoi

explainit-

Him:(pressinghisphone)Knock



yourselfout...

Hewalkedintheroomandmade

sureheclosedthedoorthenhe

approachedthebedasKenlaid

asleep,hepretendedtobeworking

onhisdripsasKenslowlyopenedhis

eyesandsmiledwiththeoxygen

mask...

Aatile:Hi...Canyoutalk?Kentshe

oxygen?(henoddedthenAattie

removedthemask)Haveyougiven

thepoliceastatementyet?

Ken:No



Aatile:Iwantyoutolistentomevery

carefully,thisiswhatDiditoldmeto

tellyou,that'sthestatementshe

gavethepoliceandshesaysyours

hastomatchhersforyoutogeta

lessersentence.Ididn'twanttodo

thisbutbecauseshesaidshedoesn't

wantyourbabytogrowupwithouta

fatherihadto.

Henarratedthestatementexactlyas

hegotitandKenlookedathim

surprised...

Ken:(slowly)She....Saidallthese?



Aatile:Yes

Ken:Wastherealawyer?

Aatile:No,itwasjustthetwoofus.

Why?

Ken:I'mimpressed,thanksfordoing

thislittlebro

Aatile:(laughed)hecalledmehis

littlebro...(theybothlaughed)Iama

pieceofshitremember?

Ken:(laughed)Idon'tevenknowwhy

you'renotinjectingmydripwitha

deadlydrugthat'swhatI'ddo

Aatile:That'swhyihaveyoursister

andyouhavenothing..(smiledand

pointedonthesideofhishead)Iuse



mybraintothinknotemotions

Ken:Youhaveneverbeencheated

obviously

Aatile:Yourbrotherdestroyedmy

relationship,mayhissoulrestin

peace.Hemadeherbreakmyheart

butIthinkitwasablessingin

disguisebecauseimetawomani

loveandshelovesmeasiamwith

myburdens.

Ken:Luckyyou,ihopeI'llfinda

womanlikethatwhenigetreleased

fromprison.

Aatile:Isn'tthatDidi?

Ken:No,ineedafaithfulwoman



becauseevennowiknowI'dkilla

womanforcheatingonmesoit's

bestitrywithsomeoneelse,anyone

exceptsomeonewhohashurtme

before.

Aatile:Soit'strueshesleptwithyour

bigbrother?

Ken:Shedidn't....(sighed)Idon't

wanttotalkabouther.Ihopeyou

don'tmind

Aatile:I'mcool,iwasjustmakinga

conversationbutit'scooli

understand.Letmegetbacktowork

Ken:Thanks...Andpleasetakecare

ofmysister.



Aatile:I'lldothat..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedooras

Kenputtheoxygenmaskonagain....

Atmyroom.....

IcircledjobsonTheadvertiserand

heardthedooropening,itwasn't

visitinghoursoiknewitwas

probablyoneofthenursesand

continuedcirclingjobsiwantedto

applyfor.



Thefootstepsapproachedthebed

andipausedlookingattheblack

bootswornbytheforcesofficers

goinguphisuniformashesmiled

lookingatmeandtookoffhishat.I

rememberedhimfromtheSWAT

team,hewastheonewhotooka

shotatKenlyingontopoftheirtruck

andjumpeddowndisarmingit

withoutremorse...

Him:Hi

Me:Hi..

Him:MynameisTao



HesmiledabitandputtheSpar

plasticontheshelfthenheopened

hishandforahandshake.Hewas

wearingablackrubberywatchwith

silvercornerswhichmadehisveined

handquiteattractiveandireluctantly

putmylittlehandonhisandhe

gentlyshookitlookinginmyeyes

makingmeshy..

Tao:Areyoualwaysthisquietkana

wantshaba?

Me:Youalmostkilledhimanddidn't

feelanythingafterthatshot

Tao:Tiroyaforceecomplicated,we



leaveourheartsathomewhenwe

putontheuniformandonlyputon

ourheartswhenwetakeoffthe

uniforms......Itakeorderswithout

questionandyouweremypriority

nothingelse.Hadiresistedthatshot

andheshotyouinsteadI'dbe

answeringforyourdeath.I'msorryifi

scaredyou.

Me:Iunderstand...Howcanihelp

you?

Tao:Ijustcametoseeifyou'reokay,

therewastoomuchactiongoingon

yesterdaywithteargasesandgunsi

didn'thaveenoughtimetoseeyou

upclosebutwhenigothomeand



readthenews,igotcuriousabout

youandsearchedyourpictureson

Facebook...

Me:Youwerestalkingme?

Tao:(laughed)Iguessyoucouldsay

that

Me:I'mengagedTaoandI'm2

monthspregnant.I'mnotlookingfor

arelationship.

Tao:Ineversaidiwantyou

Me:Oyatengakere

Tao:(laughed)A-eemapele...So

howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine,theystitchedmythigh



andforehead...

Tao:Icheckedyournumbermo

systemingbutit'snotgoingthrough,

whatnumberareyouusing?

Me:Ilostmyphoneduring

yesterday'sdramaticevents

Hetookouthisphoneand

deactivatedthesecuritylocksthen

hehandeditover...

Tao:Useminefornow.Aren'tyou

bored?

Me:I'mboredbutno



Tao:Whynot?(Ikeptquiet)youdon't

evenhaveaTVhere,don'tyouneed

totalktoanyone?Wecangetyoua

goodphonewhenyougetdischarged

Me:Idon'tneedtocallanyone,

thanksthoughbesidesI'mgetting

dischargedtomorrowso...

Heputitbackinthepocketand

lookedatmeasisighedandlaid

downthenhegentlypulledupmy

sheetsfixingthem..

Tao:Feelbetterokay

Me:Thanks



Tao:Bye...

Hewalkedawayandturnedaroundat

thedoorlookingatme...

Tao:You'rebeautiful,doyouknow

that?

Me:Kentellsmethateverytime...I

guessheisright

Tao:Let'shopehedoesn'tgetlocked

upforlong

Me:Hewon't..

Tao:AndI'msorryforthatshot,it

wasn'tpersonal.



Me:Iunderstand,youwerejustdoing

yourjob.

Tao:Bye

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenisighedinreliefwithalittle

smile,thepleasureofrejectinga

goodlookingman......

AtLolo'sHouse....

ThenextmorningIwalkedoutofthe

hospitalasLolocarriedmyplastic

andhandedmethekeys..



Me:Noyoudrive,I'mnotfeelingwell...

WegotinthecaranddrovetoBaby's

housewhereLoloparkedbythe

emptypool,westeppedoutlooking

upatthebighouse...

Me:Shit,thishouseisgoingtobe

scaryatnight...Ahousethisbig

withoutpowerwena?

Lolo:Ijusthopeidon'tget

nightmaresaboutahauntedhouse

andstafflikethat



Me:Bythewaykehakebatiwake

hunkyaleSWAT

Lolo:(laughed)Ulala

Me:(laughed)Nyaathereisnoulala

keganne,heisfinebutineedabreak

gapemonnayolewaahulaasena

lehaeleletswalo,yolekepaper2ya

gaKennothanks.

Lolo:Ifit'stheonewhowasshooting

lyingontopoftheirtruckhemeans

businessthemmayolegasewabana,

hasenagohulahalekanakearotha

kogodimogakoloiakgaonyamalaa

thobololikeit'snothing

Me:Ijustwanttofocusonmybaby



girl...(rubbingmytummy)Ihaveto

findajobASAP...Idon'tknowwhen

Kenwillgetoutofprisonandheis

angrywithmesoI'monmyown,

singleparenting.

Lolo:Youcandoit...Howlongdoyou

thinkhewilltake?

Me:Idon'tknow,itdependson

whethertheythinkit'sselfdefenseor

murderandasfordrugsgoneidon't

knoweitherbutihopeGodtakes

control...

Lolo:Let'shopeso...Comeonlet's

go...



Wewalkedinthehouseandclosed

thedoor...

2MONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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Atthecourt...

TherewassilenceasKensatinthe

docklisteningtoprosecutioninafull

courtroomofhisfamilyandfriends

withafewmediarepresentatives...

Procecutor:(fixedhistie)Your

Worshipmayipresentcourtthe

accused'sphonerecordsinwhichwe

foundsomeconsistentconversion



betweenhimandthelatesuspects

whichleadsustobelieveheis

actuallythelead.MyLordthese

conversationstalkaboutthedropoff

andevenwaystoeludethepolice

andMrDanielhereistheonegiving

thefinalwordclearlyshowingthathe

isthedruglord.

Magistrate:Mayihavealook?

Thecourtroomofficergotthephone

recordsfromtheprosecutorand

handedthemtotheMagistrate..

Magistrate:Goon...



Prosecutor:Thetruckthatwasused

tocrosstheboarderwiththedrugs

belongstothedefendantandso

doesthewholecompanyitself.We

gotthedefendant'sbankrecordsand

Ken'sMotor'sgotadepositofat

leasttenthousandseveraldaysand

onweeklybasisconsistentwithhis

Airportcheck-insshowingeachtime

hecamebackhedepositedthe

moneyintothecompany'sbank

accountsyetthethereisnoproofof

anycarsbeingsold.Ken'sMotor's

haveonlysoldabout8carsduring

thetimeinquestionandtherestof

themoneycannotbeaccountedfor.



Theproceedingswentonforawhile

astheexhibitpiled...

Prosecution:YourWorshipmayinow

callthestate'switnesstothestand?

Magistrate:Granted...

Ken'sMotor'ssecurityguardwalked

inasasKenshookhishead....

Thecourtproceedingscarriedon

untilthemagistratecalledfor

recess....



***

Afterrecessthedefendant'slawyer,

NonofoWellioslowlystoodup

confidentlyfixingherblazerand

clearedherthroat...

Nonofo:Yourworshipmyclientdoes

notdenyhisknowledgeofthe

offencebroughtforward.Kenna

Danielisalegitimatecardealerwho

hiredhisbigbrothertoassisthim.He

isguiltyofknowingaboutthedrugs

andkeepingthisasecretbutmy



clientisnotadrugdealerandno

whereintheevidencepresentedby

theprosecutiondoiseeanythingthat

saysheistheonewhocameupwith

theidea.Thedrugsthatwere

confiscatedwereinpossessionof

thedeceased,hishospitalreporthere

showstracesofthedrugsonhis

bloodandmyclientontheotherhand

isascleanastheyget.Nothingties

himtothedrugsexceptwitnesses

whomstatementsarequestionable

andnothingbutcircumstantial

evidence.Mayialsonotethatthereis

noproofbeyondreasonabledoubt

thatthosedepositsarearesultofthe



drugdealing,myclientwassaving,

gettingmoneyfromfamilyand

friendstokickstartanewproject.I

amfailingtounderstandhowmy

clientistheonedealingdrugshere

whenhewasn'tcaughtwithany

drugs.Thestateshouldnottrytopin

allthechargesonthesecond

accusedbecausethefirstaccusedis

nomore.MyLordmayicallmyfirst

witnesstothestand?

Lolowalkedinandtookanoaththen

shesatdown....



Nonofo:HowareyourelatedtoLore?

Lolo:Hewasmyboyfriend

Nonofo:Doyourecallwhathappened

ontheafternoonof(datedstated)?

LolonarratedhervisittoLore'shouse

andeverythinghetoldherabout

sellingdrugs...

Nonofo:Thankyou,tellmeabout

yourtriptoDubai?

Lolo:Wehadanargumentanditold

himiwasgoingtoreporthimwheni



gothomeinBotswanathat'swhenhe

soldmetothecabdriverandiwasn't

awareatthetimebecausetheywere

speakingArabic.Ispent7weeks

beingusedasaprostituteuntiliwas

rescuedbytheArabicpolice,ididn't

havemyidentificationsbutthey

managedtogetmyrecordsandiwas

senthome.Thepolicequestionedme

anditoldthemeverything.

Nonofo:Yourworshipthewitnes's

travellingdocumentswerealsofound

inthedeceased'spossession

togetherwiththedrugsandiamhere

againbaffledbythestate'sinability

tousetheseasevidence.



Thelongexhaustingtrialproceeded....

Nonofo:Yourworshipmayicallmy

secondwitnesstothestand?

Outsidethecourtroom...

Meanwhilemyheartpoundedasi

waitedmyturnthenthepoliceofficer

calledmein,thecourtwasfulland

silent....Itwasmyfirsttimeinacourt

roomanditlookedexactlylikethe

onesonTVwiththemagistrateon



hisblackgown,thepoliceofficers

andtheothercourtstaffwith

computersjustbeforethe

magistrates.

Icouldhearmyheartbeatingasi

tookthestandandtookanoathwith

ashakyvoice....

ThehatredonKen'sfamilywasn't

hardtoseeanditmademepanic

evenmore,ihadn'tseenanyofthem

sincetheincidentandididn'tbother

toattendLore'sburialbecauseiknew

I'dbeattacked....



Ken'slawyerwasonehellofa

womanandtheconfidenceinher

voicewaslikearepresentationfor

theentirewomenrace.Shewas

cleanandsmart,hervoiceandwords

wereintimidating...Analphafemale

cametomindasilookedather

holdingapieceofpapergivingmea

minutetobreathbeforeshecould

questionme....

Nonofo:Canyoutakemebackto

whattranspiredonthe(datedstated)

Me:IwenttoLore'shousewiththe



intentiontoconfronthimabout

leavingLoloinDubaiandhestarted

gettingangry,myfiancésoonarrived

andweaskedhimmorequestions,

hewasgettingirrationalandirritated

that'swhenhepunchedmyfiancé

and-

Almostanhourspassedasthetrial

proceeded.....

Magistrate:(concluded)andthetrial

shallcommenceonthe(datedstated)

Heclosedthefilesandputonhis



glasses...

Officer:(tothecourt)Allrise.....

Thewholecourtroomstoodasthe

magistratewalkedout,thejailguards

escortedKenbacktotheholding

cellsaseveryonewalkedout.....

AtAatile'sHouse...

OtlheparkedAatile'scarandstepped

outofthehousewithherhandbag

andpregnancycard,shewalked



acrossthehousereadingthecard

andsatonthebed...

Hermothercalledasshelooked

throughthewardrobeforhergown...

Otlhe:Hello?

Her:Wejustcamebackfromthe

court,waitseI'mgettingtiredofthis...

Iwantthemtofinishthisdrugcase

sowecanhearaboutthemurder

case.Kencan'tbeinprisonforthis

long

Otlhe:They'restillrefusingtogrant

himbail?



Her:Theyhavehimacashbailof35K

withtwosuretiespaying10Keach

meanwhiletheyknowtheyfrozeall

hisbankaccountsthesepeopleare

ridiculous,wherewillwegetsuch

amountofmoney?

Otlhe:AllthisisthatwitchLolo'sfault,

haneakgotsemadiagaLorenkabo

amothadilehelaandthiswoman

runsaftermoney.Nowshethinkswe

arestupidpretendingtohelpKenso

theytheycanmilkmoremoneyfrom

him.LeeneDidishedoesn'tmove

mewithherliestosaveKen,iknow

shewantsmoneybecauseKen's

motorsisn'tallowedtotradeyet,she



isbrokesoobataKenatswe.I'll

neverforgivethesewickedwomen.

Never

Shecontinuedtalkingtohermother

andlandedonAatile'sfile,she

grabbeditandsatonthebedpaging

throughuntilshelandedonBaby's

adoptionpapersthenshefrowned

andsatproperly...

Otlhe:Mamaketagolletsaautwa

Shehungupandtookthemoutthen

shereadinshock,shegrabbedher



phoneanddialedAatile....

Aatile:Babe

Otlhe:Hey...KanteisBabyyour

biologicalchild?

Aatile:No,iadoptedher

Otlhe:Uhubutwhydidn'tyoutellme

sheisnotyourdaughter?Kananna

allalongntsekarekengwanawa

gagosoyouwereadoptingherprior

tothewedding?

Aatile:Yesbutbabesheismy

daughterakereiadoptedherandit

hasnothingtodowiththewedding.I

didn'tmarryhermotherbutsheis



legallymineandimusttakecareof

herorelsekeisiwacourtforchild

maintenanceasifsheismyblood.

Otlhe:IunderstandbutLolocan't

leaveyouwithherdaughterkanait's

different,sheistakingadvantageof

you

Aatile:LolowantsBabybutthenwe

bothdecidedthatBabyshould

choosewhereshewantstostay,she

deservesitbecauseshehasbeen

throughsomuch.Wemadethat

decisionlookingatwhat'sbestfor

Babynotronatheparents,itpains

Lolobutshemadethatdecisionfor

Baby,besidessheisstillputting



herselftogetherandwedon'twant

MayaandBabytoseparate.

Otlhe:Ehe,ntsekesaitsegoreBaby

gasengwanawagagogobuannete,i

thoughtLoloisyourbabymama...

Aatile:(laughed)BabeBabyMayais

mydaughterKantewareng?

Otlhe:(laughed)theoldesteneis

yourbloodkana?

Aatile:Sheismyblood,hermotheris

fromJwanengwemetwheniwas

workinginGaboronebeforeicoming

toworkhomebutwelongstopped

talkingwheniwonMaya'scustody

yearsago.



Otlhe:Ok,Iunderstand...Letme

cleanupandcook.

Aatile:Bythewaymyfathertoldme

yourfamilygavehimaletterabout

thepregnancy

Otlhe:(laughed)yes...Don'tdenythe

baby

Aatile:(laughed)I'mwaitingforthat

boywithopenarms.Iswearifyou

givemeaboychildI'llworshipthe

groundyouwalkon

Otlhe:Scansareit'saboyakere

Aatile:Iknowbutit'stooearlyandhis

nameisGiovannikegoboleletse

akere?



Otlhe:(smiled)Yes...Youalwayssay

that....Iloveit,kennammagweMaya

leGiovanni

Aatile:(laughed)Alrightletmeget

backtowork...

Shehungupsmilingandputaway

thefile...

***

Lateronthegirlsraninthehouse

withtheircoolerboxandputthemon

thecounter...



Maya:Todayyoudidn'tcook?

Otlhe:Ijustcamefromtheclinic,the

babyandiwentforacheckup

Baby:Ican'twaittohavealittle

brother

Otlhe:whenareyougoingtovisit

yourmother?

Baby:ican'tgothisweekend

becausesheandauntDidiareselling

somethingatafamilyfundaybut

daddysaidhemightdropusthere

Otlhe:Ok...Comedothesedishes

andcallmewhenyouaredone



Baby:ItsMaya'sturn

Maya:Ohyeah,letmegochangethe

uniformandcomedothem

Otlhe:ButI'maskingyoutodothe

dishesBaby,comeanddothem...

Baby:No,itsMaya'sturn

Maya:Youmixedthetimeit'smyturn,

I'llwashthem

Theyranoutandchangedthe

uniform,Mayamadetwobowlof

cerealsandgaveherlittlesister...

Maya:I'lleatminewhenIfinishthe



dishes

Baby:Alrighty...

ShejoinedOtlheinthekitchenand

didthedishes...

Otlhe:Babyisnotyourrealsisterdo

youknowthat?Sheisnotyour

father'sdaughter

Maya:Yeah,iknowshewasadopted.

Itscoolright?Myteacherssaywe

evenlookalike,iloveitwhentheysay

that

Otlhe:Ok



Shewalkedoutandpassedbythe

couchwhereBabywaseating

watchingTVthensheshookherhead

andwenttothebedroomwhereshe

staredatBaby'sARVmedicine

thoughtfullythenshegrabbedthe

containerandwenttothesink...

AtMaunprison......

LaterthatafternooniwaitedasKen

walkedoverandsatsatdownlooking

inmyeyes...



Ken:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Ijustwantedtoseeyou

Ken:Why?

Me:Imissyou,iwishyouwerewith

meoutthere.Thebabystarted

moving...

Ken:Itsnotmybabysowhatareyou

tellingmefor?Whydoyoueven

comehere?Togetmyhopesupand

fuckothermenwhileI'minprison?

Me:Iwillnotsleepwithanyone

Ken:Youcouldn'tbefaithfulwheni

wasouttheregivingyoumoneyand

fuckingyoueverynight,itstillwasn't

enough.Whatmakesyouthinkyou



canbefaithfultomewhenI'mnot

givingyouanythingandlockedupin

here?I'mgoingtobechargedfor

dealingdrugsandforthatI'llget

yearsinhere,ifyourstatementabout

murdersavesmyassistillhave

almost10yearsforthedrugs.You're

notcapableofstayingfaithfulfora

threemonths,10yearswilltoomuch.

Gofindamanandmoveonwithyour

life,findsomeonewhowillloveyour

childbecauseiwon'tlietoyou,i

won'tloveLore'sbaby,neversowe

can'tbetogether.Moveonwithyour

lifeandstopvisitingme...You're

makingithardformetomoveon...



Hestoodupandwalkedawaytheni

walkedout.

***

Atthegateisignedoutandtheguard

handedmemythingstheniwalked

towardsthecarasmyphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Voice:High,itsme...Myfiancéandi

justfinishedtalking,canweseeyou?

Me:Yesma'am,I'llbehomein20



minutes

Voice:Bye

Igotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtLolo'shouse....

Lateronishookhandswithacouple

thathadjustboughtmywedding

gownanddecoslot...

Me:thankyousomuch

Her:You'rewelcome



Him:thanks

Theydroveawayandraniinsidethe

householdingtheFNBmessagehigh

asLolocleanedtheice-cream

machine...

Lolo:(annoyed)Howthehellarewe

goingtosellicecreamifwedon't

knowhowthisstupidmachineworks

Me:Isoldthegownandtheypaidme

forthedecosotheycangetthe

packageihadpaidfor...

Lolo:What?Decowashowmuch?



Me:Itwas18Kandtheypaidme

16K,ihadtolowerthepricesothey

canagreethedecocompanyagreed

topushthetimetotheirdate.I'mso

happy,thegownwas4.8so...

Loloscreamedandhuggedmeaswe

celebrated...

Me:Youcanhiretheelectricianso

youcanputthetenantsandI'llgive

you3monthsrentwhileyou're

hustling...(smiledandsnappingmy

fingers)minababeskebataahouse

torentlikenownowandthenihave



tobuybabythings

Lolo:Iloveyourightnow

Wehuggedandclosedtheice-cream

machinethenwegotinthejeepand

droveofflisteningtomusic....

Me:Wahambanati,ohwahamba

nati,wahambanati....Siyabonga

Lolo:(laughed)Youdon'tknowhow

tosing...Listentothis...

Shesangalongandijoinedherwith

thewrongtoneaswelaughedand



sangloudly....

AtAatile'sHouse....

LaterthateveningMayaandBabyate

theirfoodwatchingcartoonsthenthe

TValarmbuzzed..

Maya:Timeforyoumeds!

Babyputherplatedownandranto

herfather'sbedroomwhereshe

steppedonthechairandreachedfor

hermedsbutOtlhewalkedinand



grabbeditforher..

Otlhe:Letmehelpyouwiththat...

Shepouredtheusualamountandfed

herwithasmilethenBabyinnocently

ranoutswallowingandjoinedherbig

sisteronthecouchastheywatched

tv...

Baby:(continuedeating)This

medicinetastedifferent,it'snot

sweet...

Maya:Maybeit'sbecauseyouate



food..

Baby:(eating)Maybe...

Theychangedthechannelandleaned

backwatching...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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AtAatile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAtiewalkedinand

tookoffhisshirtwalkingacrossthe

livingroom,heopenedthechildren's

roomandflickedthelights.They

werepeacefullysleepingthenhe

switcheditoffandwalkedintheir

bedroomwhereOtlhewassleeping...



Hetookashowerandgrabbedhis

foodthenhesatontheedgeofthe

bedandkissedheronthecheekas

sheslowlyopenedhereyesand

smiled..

Otlhe:Hey....

Aatile:Hey...Howwasyourday?

Otlhe:itwasgreat

Sheslowlygotupandmassagedhis

shouldersasheatehisfood...

Otlhe:Babedon'tyouthinkitsbest



yougiveLoloherdaughter?

Hepausedeatingandputthefoodon

theheadboardthenheturnedand

lookedatherangrily...

Aatile:Whathasgottenintoyou

today?What'swrongwithyou?

Shefearfullymovedbackand

grabbedapillowlookingathim...

Aatile:Doyouhaveaproblemwith

mydaughter?



Otlhe:No...I'mjust

Aatile:Justwhat?Soyouthinkshe

isn'tmydaughterjustbecausei

adoptedher?

Otlhe:Iwasjustasking

Aatile:Ifyouhaveaproblemwithmy

kidsletmeknownowsoicanmake

afewthingsclearforyou.Theonly

reasonI'mthisclosetoyouis

becausethoselittlegirlsloveyou,i

don'tjustpickawomanipicktheone

thatlovesmykidsandifherlovefor

mykidsreducessodoesmineforher,

it'sjustlikethat.Iheardthatremark

youmadeaboutbeingMayaand



Gio'smotherrulingBabyout...

Otlhe:(tearfully)Stopgettingangryat

meI'msorry,I'mnotthatkindofa

personI'mjusthavingadifficulttime

gettingoverwhatLolodidtomy

brother

Aatile:Yourbrothersoldhertothe

Arabianswhatcanbeworsethan

that?AsforKenbeinginjailishis

faultfordoingdrugsandI'mgladhe

outofeveryoneinyourfamilyadmits

hiswrongsanddoesn'tshiftthe

blame.Lolodidn'tdoanythingtoyour

brothersandifyoureallyhateLolo

thenishouldstartquestioningifmy

daughterissafewithyoubecauseo



tilegomoila

Otlhe:Sheissafe,pleaseletitgo

Aatile:Otlhennakanahagoka

diragalagoreotshwenyeoneofthe

kidsevenafteroursonisbornI'm

goingtoleaveyou.Ihavebeenhurt

waytoodeeptoletmyselfgodown

thatroadsotrustmewhenisayit

won'tbehardtowalkawaybecause

it'ssomethingI'mexpectingto

happenandihavepreparedmyheart

enoughbynotallowingmyselfgo

ratamosadigabomatamoeleng

gorehaagoutusabothokowalela,

nnathistimearoundgakelleleope,

kegokobahelaandmoveon.



Otlhe:Don'ttalklikethat,I'msorry

please...forgiveme,I'msorry

Aatile:Ihopeiwon'tgetany

complaintsfromBabybecauseifshe

doesyoumighthavetostopvisiting

meandmaybewecanmeetonthe

streetorrestaurantssomewherefar

fromthem.

Otlhe:Aatilebathongkerilesorry...

I'msorry...

Heangrilygrabbedhisplateand

walkedout.....

Atmyhouse.....



Iputupthecurtainsandmoppedthe

newhouselisteningtomusicinmy

phone,Lolocalledandipaused

moppingandanswered...

Me:Hello?

Lolo:Heyyou,ispoketothe

electricianheisfixingthehouse

tomorrowsoithinknnaketaabataa

smallroomtorenttomorrow

morning.

Me:Ohgood,I'malreadycleaning.

Lolo:okgoodnight



Me:Bye

Ihungupandputitdownthenitrang

again,Ipickedwithoutlooking..

Me:Yeah

Voice:Hi..

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:Tao...Wemetacoupleof

monthsagoatth-

Me:TheSWATguy,whatdoyouwant?

Tao:(laughed)I'mcheckingonyou

Me:Taoidon'twantamanwhokills

peopleforaliving,Idon'tneeddrama



inmylifeandI'mnotreadytobe

killedbyaman

Tao:(laughed)Elegoretabeodira

engsesetaadiranggorekegobolae?

Andit'snotlikeeachmorningwego

shootpeople,weareasquadthat

onlygetscalledtoviolentarmed

criminalswhomit'sbelievedthe

policecannothandlethat'swhyyou'll

nevermeetaSWATonthestreet,

uniformeoyotheyadihelmetkanadi

oxygenmaskkeyacombatandits

veryraregoreorebonereattender

motho,rebiletswagosolver

dikebekwatsedipaletsengmasole

Me:IthoughtmaSSGareforthat



Tao:Haobonahelababeelakwama

SSGabogobitswaSWAToitsegore

goseriousnyana.

Me:Exactlymypoint,meaningyou're

extraviolentbecauseallmylifei

beenafraidofSSGthinkingthey're

theworstspecialforcesdivision

Tao:Wearetrainedtodealwith

violentcriminalsDidiyouwouldn't

understandbecausethefirsttime

yousawmeishotsomeoneandi

understandhowscaryitmustbebut

comeonididn'tkilltheguy,thebullet

justpassedthrough

Me:Idon'twantyouibilennawa



ntshosahela

Tao:ijustwanttobeyourfriend

Me:No

Tao:(laughed)Didiwee?

Me:Oskampitsatherrapleasedropa

onyelele

Tao:Howisthebaby?

Me:It'sfine

Tao:Iwanttogowithyoutothenext

appointment

Me:Shehtherrawenagakenagogo

dumelawena,kanayouwanttouse

metoinvestigateKen?

Tao:(laughed)You'reacriminal'sex



girlfriendtotakoreyou'realwayson

guardanddon'ttrustanyonebecause

youthinkthey'reouttogetyou,nna

keagoithatelamothowamodimo,

whenthatKenguysteppedoutofthe

buildingyoumygunbinocularswere

onyourfacekeadmireryourface

andwhenIaimedathimkeneelwadi

orderstofireiknewididn'twantto

missmyshotbecauseididn'twant

himtohurtyou.Somethingtoldme

you'remywife.

Me:(laughed)Barewife,boybye

Ihungup..



AtLolo'smother's....

Thenextmorningamovingtruck

drovethroughthegateandparked

nexttoagroupofmendrinkingbeer

underthetreethenLolojumped

downandwalkedinhermother's

house,hermothergothermadila

fromthefridgeandsatonthecouch

watchingTV...

Her:Hello...You'reheretogetyour

things?

Lolo:Yes



Her:I'lltakeoutmyfood...Howare

you?

Lolo:I'mfine...

Shequietlywatchedhermother

takingoutherlittlefoodfromthe

fridgeandputitintheboxthenshe

calledthetruckboyswholoaded

everythinguntilhermother'shouse

wasempty...

Lolograbbedthebroomtosweepthe

dust...Don'tkeepthetruckwaiting

Her:Don'tworry,I'llsweepthat...



Lolo:Ok

Shewalkedoutfeelingguiltythenshe

wenttothedriver'ssideandspoketo

thedriver...

Lolo:Canyoutellthemtoputthem

backinthehouse?I'llpayyouthe

movingfeebutidon'twanttotake

them

Driver:Noproblem...

Loloswepthermother'shouseand

theboysunloadedthemassheher



motherstoodatthedoorconfused...

Her:Diaboa?

Lolo:Yourhouseistooempty

besidesyouwerealreadyusingthem

andyou'reusedtowatchingTV,the

neighbourswilllaughatyouifthey

comehereandfindthatyoudon't

haveanythingagain

Her:AoLolotakeyourthings,iknew

they'renotmine

Lolo:I'mgivingthemtoyou,I'llpay

thebalanceandbuymyself

householdswhenifindajob.

Her:Thankyousomuch,(smiled)Do



yourememberpromisingmeaTV

whenyouwereyoung?(theyboth

laughed)Thankyou..

Lolo:You'rewelcome...

Her:Haveaseat...

Theysatonthecouchashermother

lookedather....

Her:Iamnotoverwhathappenedto

Mayabecauseitsmyfault,ishould

haveneverleftherandapologising

won'tchangeanythingbutI'msorry

forwhatididtoyourdaughter,ihave

beenafraidtotouchthattopic



becauseiknowitwillscratchthe

scarsbutI'msorry.

Lolo:(smiledtearfully)Anapologyis

allieverwanted,thankyou...Iforgive

you

Her:I'mreallysorry....IsMayastill

stayingwithherfather?

Lolo:Yesandhisdaughterdoesn't

likeme

Her:Childrenareinnocent...Lookat

howyoueasilyforgaveme...thatlittle

girlcanforgiveyouifyouapologise.

Everyyounghasinnocence...

Whatevermadeyoufeelbadfor

takingyourthingsandmadeyou



forgivemeisthesamethingthatwill

makeherforgiveyou...(smiled)I'm

whereiambecauseihadtoomuch

prideasayoungwoman...Don'tbe

me...IfyoustillwantAatilebackyou

canhavehim...Youjusthaveto

think...Awaytoaman'sheartisno

longerhisstomachbecausethereare

restaurantsnowsoaskyourselfwhat

yourmanreallyloves,what'sthatone

thingclosetohisheartthenusethat

togetyourmanandbuildyourfamily.

Weallmakemistakes,don'tbe

ashamedtocorrectyourself..

Lolo:Okay...



Lolosmiledandhuggedhermother...

AtAatile'shouse....

OnthesamemorningAatilegrabbed

aspadeandcutthegrassbehindthe

housewhilethechildrencleanedthe

houseinside.

Otlheslowlygotupandyawned

stretchingherselfthensheputonher

gownandpausedlookingatBaby's

meds,sheswallowedregrettablyand

satonthebedthenBabywalkedin

holdingatrayofbreakfast....



Baby:Goodmorning...Mayaandi

madeyoubreakfastbecauseyou

cookallweekandwewanttogive

youabreak.

Shesmiledguiltstrickenandgotthe

traythenBabycrawledonthebed

andsatnexttohersmiling,Maya

walkedinandjoinedthemonthebed

asOtlhestartedeating...

Baby:Doyoulikeit?

Maya:Wecanbringthesalt



Shegotemotionallookingattheir

innocentfacesandwelledupthena

quicktearrandownhercheek...

Maya:Areyouokay?

Baby:Whyareyoucrying?

Sheputtheplatedownandcovered

herfacecryingthenthegirlsrushed

outtotheirfatherashecleanedthe

yard..

Maya:Daddyauntiscrying!



Baby:Hurryupmaybethebabyis

hurtinginside

Aatiledroppedthespadeandwalked

inthehousedustinghishands....

Aatile:It'sokayguys,gotothe

kitchen...

Heclosedthedoorandstoodthere

lookingather...

Aatile:Iseverythingokay?

Otlhe:I'mfine...I'mjust......I'llbefine



Aatile:Doyouthinkmaybeyou

shouldgohomebewithyourmom

foracoupleofdays,maybethat'll

helpwiththehormonesorsomething

Otlhe:I'mfine....

Hisphonerangontheheadboard

thensheglancedatthescreenand

handedit..

Aatile:Hi

Lolo:Hey...Caniseethekids?Iwant

totalktoMayaaboutthatlittleissue

Aatile:Alright,I'lltalktoyou



Lolo:Don'ttellhersheiscomingto

seeme,ijustwanttoambushher

Aatile:(laughed)Evilwoman!

Lolo:(laughed)Iknow

Aatile:(laughed)Seeyou

Hehungupandputthephoneinhis

pocket...

Otlhe:Areyouseeingher?

Aatile:Don'tdothat,don'taccuseme

ofsomethingI'mnotdoing.Iknow

it'shardtobelievebutthereareguys

whodon'tcheat.



HewalkedoutthenshedialedLolo....

Lolo:Hello?

Otlhe:Stayawayfrommyman

Lolo:whoismyman?

Otlhe:Stayawayfromus,youranoff

withanothermanandabandoned

yourchild,ipickedupthepiecesof

whatyoubrokeandmendedit.i

won'tletyoudestroymyfamily.

Lolo:Talktoyourmanandleaveme

alonelegonedeletemynumber,why

doyouhavemynumber?Obelwake



mpanemmakanagoeng?Haolela

olemo1sttrimesterhawagogoroga

kogo8monthstabeolelagolekae

tota?Skaiporisamonnaka

tontokwanethemma,oitsegoreibile

mpaebaboragale...Nxla

Otlhe:Isaid-

ShehunguponherthenAatilestuck

hisheadin...

Aatile:I'mdroppingoffthekids

Otlhe:(stood)I'mcomingwithyou....



Shegotdressedandleftwiththem....

Atmyhouse....

Isteppedoutofthehousetalkingto

thephone...

Me:Yes...Taketherightturnandgo

straight....Icanseeyou

Ihungupandwaved,thewoman

drovethroughthegateandparked

nexttothejeep.Herdaughterjumped

outandadmiredtheinterior...



Her:Wow,canihavethekeysand

testdriveit?

Me:Yes

Igaveherthekeysandshookhands

withhermother...

Me:thanksforbuyingit

Her:Sowhyareyousellingit?

Me:Iwanttofenceaverylargefield

andstartmyfloralbusinesssoihave

tobuythefence,paylabourandthe

irrigationsystemandshades,so



manythingsjusttostartabusiness...

I'mpregnantsoI'mworkingunder

pressure,kebatagorehakeya

botsetsengabokelemilesothat

whenicomeouticanstartselling

andsupportmybaby

Her:Iunderstand...Mydaughterhas

beenbotheringmeaboutthiscar

Me:(laughed)It'sanicecar...

Thedaughterexcitedlydroveoutasi

handedhermotherthepapersand

myID...

Her:Nice,itsanewcar



Me:Yesit'snew...

Somewherebytheroad....

LateronAatileldrovealongthe

secludedroadasthegirlswaved

theirhandsoutsidesinging...

Otlhe:Wherearewegoing?

Aatile:I'mjusttakingthekidswherei

wastoldto...

Fromadistancehecouldseefour

bicyclesunderthetreeandLolo



waved,thegirlsexcitedlylookedat

thebicyclesandscreamed....

Maya:I'mtakingthepinkone!

Baby:Iwantred...Red....Daddystop

thecar...Stop!

Assoonasheparkedthecarthey

jumpedoutandontothebicycles

withoutgreetingLoloasshelaughed

atthem.…

Lolo:Hellotoyoutoo...



OtlheremainedinthecarasAatile

steppedoutandhuggedLolobriefly...

Aatile:Hi...

Lolo:Hi

Aatile:What'sthis?

Lolo:Ididn'tknowyou'dbringOtlhei

wouldhavehiredabicycleforher..

Aatile:(laughed)WaitsoI'm

supposedtorideabicycletoo?

Lolo:Yes...

Shegrabbedthehelmetsandwalked

towardsthekidswheresheputone



onMaya'shead...

Lolo:Mayaiknowyou'reangryatme

andit'sokaytobeangrybutyoucan

stillhavealittlefunandhatemelater

right?

Maya:(laughed)YesI'llbeangryat

youlater

Lolo:(smiledandhighfivedher)Attar

girl!(putoneonBaby'shead)Areyou

readyforfun?

Baby:Yes!

MeanwhileAatilewalkedtowardsthe



cartakingouthisphoneandwallet

thenheputtheminthecar....

Aatile:I'llbeback,ihavetomake

surenoonebreakstheirlegs

Otlhe:You'regoingtoleavemeinthe

carandgorideabicycle?

Aatile:I'mjustdoingthisforthekids,

they'rehappyandidon'twanttospoil

it.Itwillbefunifijoininyouknow

theylikeplayingwithme...

Heleanedinandkissedheronthe

lipsthenheputonacapandwalked

towardsLoloandthekidsastheygot



onthebicycles.

Hegrabbedhisandgotontheline...

Aatile:Sowherearewegoing?

Lolo:(laughed)Ididn'tplanthatfar...

Maya:(laughedandpointed)We

shouldgoveryfar

Baby:Orwecangotothemall

Aatile:(smiled)Alright,I'llmakeit

fun...WeareridingtoUBresearch

centre,youguysrideonthefront...

Mamaandiwillfollowyouandyou

don'tcrosstheyellowline..Infactwe



usethedirtroadnotthemainroad,if

weallarrivetherewithoutanyone

givingupbothofyoumakesawish

thenyourmomandifulfillit,howis

that?

Thegirlslookedatoneanotherand

giggledthentheygaveoneanothera

highfive...

Maya:Weareon

Baby:Wearesoon...

Aatile:Getaheadstart...



Theybothrodeoffchattingontheir

colourfulbicyclesasAatilesmiled

lookingatthem,ithadbeenawhile

sincehe'dseenthatmuch

excitementontheirfacesthenhe

lookedatLolowhowasstrugglingto

tieherhair.

Hegotoffhisbikeandtiedherhair

thenheputhiscaponherheadand

smiledpitchinghercheek...

Aatile:Thanksfordoingthis,itwas

thoughtfulandtheyloveit

Lolo:It'snothing...



Aatile:Let'sgobeforetheygotoo

far...

Theybothgotonthebicyclesand

calmlyrodetogethercatchingup

whiletheirchildrenrodeinfrontof

themchattingandlaughing...

Afewminuteslatertheyranintoa

fewpeoplecarryingbowlsof

moretologafruits,Aatileaskedfora

fewandgavehisdaughterswho

weren'tfamiliarwiththefruits...

Aatile:Laoitsemoretologa?



Maya:Itsgood..

Baby:Ilikeit...

Hegavethem2eachandfedLolo

thelastonethenheaskedthepeople

howclosethetreeswere,itwasn't

thatfarandtheyrodeintothebushes.

Itwasn'tlonguntiltheysawthe

orangefruitshangingonthetreesall

over,thegirlsjumpedoffthebicycles

andrantowardsthetreesscreaming

excitedlyasLoloandAatilelaughed

atthemparkingunderatree

watchingthemastheyfilledtheir



bicyclecarriers...

Aatile:Kooredisotsediitumelela

moretologahelamoretologa?

Lolo:(smiled)Imagine...

Hegotoffhisbicycleandgotthree

redonesthenhehelpedLolooffher

bicycleandhuggedherforavery

longtimeandevenchangedsides

huggingagain...

Aatile:Thanks

Lolo:No,thankyouforbeingagood



father.Nooneisperfectbutwena

you'regoodthoughyou'renotluckyin

love...(helaughed)Obatilebasadi

Aatile:(laughed)Kebatithemma

mpatiseyootaaratangbongwanake

asathaole...Willyouhelpmefinda

womanlikethat?

Lolo:(laughed)Stocksatengse

heletsekannawaitse

Theybothlaughedandletgoofone

another...

Aatile:Noway



Lolo:(laughed)Otaabakamme

Aatile:Idon'twantanuglywoman

likeyou

Shepickedmoretologaandhithim

thenheturnedaroundandhitheras

theyranaroundthetreeduckingand

hittingoneanother,thekidsjoinedin

andtheyallhuntedoneanother

throwingmoretologaateachother

untiltheyweretired....

Soonaftertheyallrestedonthe

whitesandunderthetree,Lololaid

onherbackwithherhaironthesoil



thenMayalaidnexttoherfacingup,

BabyandAatilelaidtheretooasthey

alllaidfaceupwiththeirkneesup...

Maya:(sighed)Weshoulddothis

everyweekend

Baby:Yeah,ilovethesegrapestoo

Maya:Especiallytheredones(to

Lolo)Mamaaretheseourbicycles?

Lolo:Irentedthembutwecouldbuy

ifyouguysreallywantustodoit

eachweekend

Baby:Daddycanwebuythem?

Aatile:(smiled)Ifwecompletethis



race..

Both:Yipi!!

Theystoodupandgotontheir

bicyclesthenAatilegotupandpulled

Loloupbuthemissedastepandfell

backasLolofellonhischest,they

facedoneanotherawkwardlyand

lookedatoneanother'slipsasAatile

heldherwaist...

Lololeanedovertokisshimbutshe

feltguiltylookinginhisinnocent

lovingeyes,shehadhurthimso

muchandshecouldn'tgetoverthe



toneofhisbeggingvoiceandhow

tearyhegotwhenshetalkedabout

howlittlehisdickwas.She

swallowedtearfullyandquicklygot

offhimdustingherself....

Lolo:I'msorry....

Heawkwardlygotupandquietly

dustedhimself...

Aatile:It'sokay...

Lolo:Iknowyoumovedon,I'msorry

fortryingtokissyou.



Aatile:Lolopleasecomeon....Stop

apologising...Youdidn'tkissme,stop

sayingsorry...

Thegirlsscreamedcrawlingunder

thetreethenAatileandLolopanicked

andranoverwonderingifoneof

themhadbeenbittenbyasnakeor

something...

Aatile:Getoutofthere,whatareyou

doingcrawlingunderthetree?

Lolo:What'swrong?



Thegirlseachcrawledoutholding

newbornrabbits..

Maya:It'sthebunnyrabbits,canwe

keepthem?

Aatile:Theirmotherisprobablyout

lookingforfood,putthemback

Baby:Wewillgivethemfood...

Pleaaaaase....

TheysurroundedLolohuggingher

withguilttrappingsmiles...

Maya:Mamayouknowyouoweme



right?Ifyougetdaddytoletuskeep

thebunnyrabbitswearefriends

again

Baby:Andwecanvisityou

Lolo:(laughed)Listentothese

witches...

Both:(grinnedwithasmile)

Pleeeeeease...

Sherolledhereyesandlookedat

Aatilewithpuppyeyes...

Lolo:(smiled)Pleasedaddy....I'llbuy

themrabbitfood..



Aatile:(laughed)SoifIsaynoI'mthe

badguyright?

All:Yes!

Aatile:Allwomenarethesame,why

areyouganginguponme?(they

lookedathimquietly)Fine!

Theybothjumpedexcitedly...…
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AtAatile'scar...

Otlhefannedherselfwithherhand

sittinginthecarthenshereachedfor

theignitiontoturntheaircononbut



heleftwiththecarkeys.Sheopened

thedoorandwenttostandunderthe

tree...

Shewaiteduntilnightfallandstarted

consideringtowalkbacktothemain

roadbutthebusheswereabitthick

anditwasalongwaytotheroad...

Matingdonkeyschargedoutofthe

busheswithheavyfootstepschasing

oneanotherasthefemaleranaround

thetreesfartingandkickingthemale

thatalongdickhangingout.Her

heartpoundedasshehidbehindthe



treebutthefemaledonkeyran

towardsherandsherantothecar

crying.

Herflip-flopsgotstuckonthelogand

shetookthemoffandranbarefootto

thecar..

Sheslammedthedoorandcovered

hermouthshaking.Shetookouther

phoneanddialedAatilebuthisphone

rangnexttoher,shesighedandput

herphonedown...

Aftercryingforafewminutesshe



dialedLolo'snumberbutshedidn't

answerherphonethensheangrily

typed"aninsert"foratextmessage....

BehindUBcenter.....

MeanwhileAatileandtheladies

parkedthebicyclesbytheriverside

onthesandandlookedattheyellow

sunsetbouncingonthewavesof

ThamalakaneRiver...

Maya:(sittingonherbicycle)It's

gettingdark



Baby:I'mtired...

Aatile:Ihavetogogetthecar,can

youtakeataxifromhereandgo

home?I'llpickyouguysupina

minute

Maya:ok

Lolo:Guysmyhouseisugly,ijust

wantyoutoknowbeforeyougothere

Aatile:(laughed)Can'twaittosee

this...

Maya:Whataboutthebicycles?

Lolo:Theypickthemupwherever

you're,ijusthavetocallthem.

Aatile:Alright,let'sgo....You'llgetthe



taxiandI'llwaitforthemtobepicked

Lolo:Hereismyphone,callthem...

Thenumberisthere

Aatile:Alright...

Theyrodetheirbicyclestotheroad,a

fewminuteslaterthetaxistopped

andheopenedthedoorforthem.

ThekidsjumpedinthenLoloand

Aatilehuggedsmiling...

Aatile:Takecareofthekids

Lolo:I'lldothat,don'tbelong...Idon't



wanttodealwithquestionslike

whereisdaddy

Aatile:(laughed)ok

Lolo:(typing)Letmewritedownthe

directionsakeretabkesenaphone

Aatile:thanks

Shegotinandthetaxidroveoff.

Aatilecalledthebikercompanyand

waitedthereboredthenhepressed

Lolo'sphoneandfoundunread

messagesfromOlthe.



Hefrownedandclickedonit...

Otlhe:Idon'tknowwhatyouthink

you'redoingbutthemmaokgothile

dimomomaragong.Aatileismyman

andminealone.Weareexpectinga

babyandthat'swhatmakesme

differentfromyou,it'sthatI'm

actuallyhisbabymamaandmychild

ishisbiologicallyesengga

maxaparasetsogaboBaby.Continue

trickinghimandwewillseewhowill

loseattheend,oneofusisgoingto

losealovedoneanditsnotme.I'm

sorryforyourloss.Youshouldbe

busyworryingaboutyourAidschild



butyou'restealingmymanand

expectingmetotakecareofyour

diseasedchild,otseyegolomoga

gagomogoyegoswelakgakalakwa

beforesheinfectsthewholefamily

withAids.It'snotourfaultshe

attractsadultlovers.Themmaketile

godilalewena,I'mnotthekindyou

wanttomesswith.Youkilledmy

brotherandjailedtheremainingone

sowatchmethemma,justwatch

andseeyourkarma.Thekarmathat

iscomingforyouistakingpressups

somewhereanditstartedwithAids.

Mxm



Aatilefrownedandputthephone

downthenherereadthemessage

againandcheckedthenumberjustto

confirmhiseyesweren'tdeceiving

him.Hecheckedthelogandrealised

thatOtlhehadcalledLolobefore

probablyharassingher...

Aatile:Wow....

Itwasstillhardtobelievethose

wordswereOtlhe'shandwriting.The

bikercompanygotthebicyclesthen

heaskedthemtodrophimoffbyhis

carsandtheycomplied....



***

Minuteslaterhegotinthecarand

switchedthelightsonashedrove

behindthebikercompany.Otlhe

quietlysatthereboilingwhileAatile

drovehome...

Theywalkedinthehouseandhetook

ashowerthenshestoodbythedoor

andfoldedherarms...

Otlhe:Youleftmeoutthereuntilit



wasdark,mosquitoesbitmeandi

wasscaredoutofmymindsittingin

thebushbymyself,howcouldyoudo

that?

Aatile:Ididn'taskyoutocomewith

meandthekidswantedtoseethe

river,whatdidyouwantmetosay?

Otlhe:Aatilewhatareyoutryingto

say?Soyou'renotgoingtosaysorry?

Amporekegatiwakeditonkidi

lelekanaandyoudon'tcare?Iwas

hungryandthirsty!

Aatile:Idon'twanttotalktoyouright,

youareatwoheadedsnake

Otlhe:OhI'matwoheadedsnake?



You'reatwofacedliar

Aatile:I'mnotdoingthis...

Hesteppedoutoftheshowerand

wenttothebedroomwherehegot

dressedasOtlhestoodbythedoor

watchinghim...

Otlhe:Sothat'swhoyouare?Lolo

showsupandeverythingelsedoesn't

matter?Justlikethat?

Aatile:Don'tblameherforanything

becauseshedoesn'tneedtodestroy

ourrelationship,youdidaverygood

jobbyyourselfandwearedone..This



relationshipisover,I'mdisappointed

becauseiactuallythoughtyouofall

peoplewouldunderstandandlove

Babybutno...You'rejustlikemany

womenouttherewhocan'tlove

anotherwoman'schildandstillclaim

tolovethefather.

Otlhe:You'renotleavingme,you

can'tsaythatafteragreeingtohavea

childwithme

Aatile:WellIdidn'tknowthatby

havingachildwithyouI'dbe

replacingBabyandI'mserious....We

areover

Othe:Why?Why?



Aatile:You'reevil,that'swhy

Otlhe:I'mnotleavingyou,you're

goingtolovemeandlovethischild.

I'mgoingtostayinthishouseuntili

feellikeleaving

Aatile:Suityourself...(hisphone

alarmbuzzedandheopenedthe

wardrobe)Mydaughterneedsher

medication...Mydaughterwhoyou

thinkwillinfectyou

Otlhe:OhsoLololiedtoyou?Wow

okay,didshetellyouwhatshesaidto

meformetosaythat?

Aatile:Shedidn'thaveto...Bye



Heputafewthingsinthebagand

walkedoutasshefollowedhimand

jumpedinthecarashestartedthe

carthenhepausedlookingather...

Aatile:Getout

Otlhe:I'mgoingwithyou,whereare

yougoing?

Hesighedandsteppedonthe

accelerator....

AtLolo'sHouse...



Minuteslaterhesteppedoutandgot

everythingasshesatinthecarthen

hehandedherthekeys...

Aatile:Ifyou'retiredofwaitinggo

homeandsleepakenaenergyyago

omanalewena.Ireallywishwecould

justpartwayswithoutarguingbut

thenifyouinsistondoingthisican't

dragyououtofthecar.Totatobe

honestnnawamborawithyourhate

speechlestigmasakabomo.I'm

donewithyou.

Otlhe:Youdon'tgettowalkaway

frommeaftergettingmepregnant,



youdestroyedmylife...ngwanawa

gagokemoreng?

Aatile:VomithimifyoucanI'lltake

careofhimobatagorekereng?why

oganelelainmyhousebecause

you'resayingmydaughterwillinfect

you?Thiscarwillinfectyou,why

don'tyouleaveandkeepawayfrom

ouraidsbecauseidon'thavea

choice,Lolodoesn'thaveachoice

andMayadoesn'thaveachoice,

wenayoucanstayaway,soleave

Otlhe:Aatiledon'tdothistome

Shecriedwatchinghimwalktowards



thehouseandclosedthedoor...

Inthehouse....

Hewalkedinthehouseandhanded

Lolothemedicineandshesatdown

tofeedBaby...

Aatile:Howlateisshe?Idon'twant

hertotakehermedicationlate

Lolo:It'snotbad,15minutes,havea

seatI'llbringyourfood...Wecooked

something....

Aatile:Alright...



LolofedBabyandsheswallowed

frowning...

Baby:(tohersister)Mayaitstill

tastesdifferent

Lolo:What?

Maya:Shesaysit'sdifferent-

Lolocarefullylookedatthe

medicationbutaknockonthedoor

distractedher....

Aatile:I'llgetit



HeopenedthedoorthenOtlhepulled

himoutbythecollarsasheresisted

holdingthedoorframe...

Otlhe:(tearfullyangry)Let'sgohome,

you'renotstayingheretonight...

You'renotimpregnatingmeand

leavingmewithababy,leitwaeditse

gotshamekakadilotsedisa

tshamekeng

Aatile:(pushedher)Letgooffme..

Loloandthekidsheardconfrontation

andrantothedoorwatchingasOtlhe



pulledhimthenLoloquicklypulled

thechildrenbackinsideandclosed

thedoor...

MeanwhileOtlhecriedloudlyonthe

middleoftheyardpullingAatileashe

triedtounhookherfingersfromhis

collars..

Aatile:Otlhentogela...kanteoirang?

Shebitherlowerlipandpunchedhim

onthefaceasheblockedherheavy

punches..



Aatile:Ntogela

Otlhe:(crying)You'regoinghome!

Aatile:Letgo...Idon'twanttobeat

youolepregnant...

Shepickedhalfabrickfromthe

groundandgrabbedhimbycollars

withonehandreadytosmashhis

head...

Otlhe:Hetaretsamaekolapengor

elsekegothubathogo.Itseither

you'rewithmekanaifindawaytokill



you,I'llburnyouwithhotoilifyou

testme...I'mnothavingafatherless

baby.Kegothubathogokasetenaha

okalekela...Hetaretsamae....

Shepulledhimuntiltheyreachedthe

car..

Aatile:(sighed)Fine,letgoI'llgetin...

Sheletgoofhiscollarsthenhegotin

thecarandreversedwipinghisnose

bleedthenOtlheputthehalfbrickon

herlapandfoldedherarms....



Likeforanotherbonus!
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AtAatile'sHouse....

Hewashedhisfaceinthebathroom

andcametobedwhereOtlhewas

lyingnakedwithherassstuckout,he

jumpedoverherandsleptonthe

othersidefacingthewall.

Sheknewwhatshedidearlierwasn't

ladylikebutshewasgladtobewith

him,sheknewverywellhowshe

wouldfeelhadhesleptoverather

houseanditwasn'tthepainshewas

readytodealwith.Lyingnexttohim



gotherwantinghim...Herhormones

andemotionswantedhimontopof

herandshemovedcloserthenshe

putherarmaroundhimtouchinghis

chestgoingdownhisshorts...

Otlhe:Canwetalk?

Aatile:Idon'tfeelliketalking,iwant

togetsomesleep.Canyouatleast

respectthat?

Otlhe:(calmly)Turnaround...Please...

I'mbeggingyoujustturnaround

Hesighedmeandturnedaroundthen

shepinnedherelbowonthebedand



putherhandonhischestcaressing

him....

Otlhe:Pleaseforgivemeforstealing

Lolo'snumberfromyourphoneand

callingher,thefirsttimeicalledto

tellhertoleaveyoualoneand...

(tearfully)Iknowitwaswrongbuti

wasdesperate,ispentmonths

buildingthisandyesifeel

threatened...Threatenedbecausei

feltpartofyoulovesher.Iknowi

invadedyourprivacyandI'msorry,on

Baby'sissue....Iknowitwillbehard

tobelievethisbasedonmymessage

butiactuallydon'thateBabyijust



blamehermotherforKenbeinginjail

becauseidon'tthinkitwas

necessaryforLolotoreportthedrugs.

Iamhuman,imakemistakesandyes

findingoutshewasn'tyourskindof

baffledmeonwhyyoucaresomuch

butnowithinkiloveyoumoreforit

becauseyou'refulloflove.Some

mencan'tevenlovetheirownand

hereyou're,anexampletoallman...

(tearfully)Howcanilosesuchaman

andtoawomanwhohurtshim...It

soundsbadcomingfrommebutLolo

hurtyouandembarrassedyoubut

youcan'tevenseeitbecauseyou

loveherandyouwanthertowiththe



kids.Igetallthesebutwhatabout

me?Theonewhowastherewhen

shehurtyou?Doijustpickmybags

andleavewithmybabybecause

madamdecidedshewantstocome

back?It'snotfair...(rubbedhertears)

It'snotfair,yougotmyhopesupand

iloveyou,I'msorryaboutthe

messageisentLolo,itwasallabout

hurtinghernotthatit'showifeel.I

couldneversaythattoBabywheni

sufferedthesamemisfortune...I

wokeupwiththatlittleonthemiddle

ofthenightandhuggedheruntilshe

fellasleep?Why?BecauseI'mthe

onlypersonherewhounderstands



her...Iseemyselfinherandihate

thatsheisLolo'sdaughterofall

womenlikehowsmallcanMaunbe

butI'msorry...

Shewaitedforhisresponseand

noticedhewassleepingfromhis

breathingthensheswitchedonthe

lights,Aatilefrownedblockinghis

eyesasthelightwokehim...

Otlhe:Orobetsenerra?

Aatile:Keagoutwa

Otlhe:Whatdidisay?



Aatile:You'resorryforstealingLolo's

numberandcallingher,Iforgiveyou

canwesleep?IbeenbikingandI'm

tired,it'salmostmidnight

Otlhe:Iunderstandbut-

Aatile:Ijustwanttosleep,canwedo

thistomorrow?

Otlhe:Okay..

Sheleanedoverandkissedhimthen

sheslidherhandinhisshortsand

massagedhissoftpackage,hepulled

outherhandandturnedaround

facingthewall.Sheleanedoverand

kissedhisneckashetookadeep



breathgettingirritatedbyherlips...

Aatile:Stop

Otlhe:Please....Iwantone,itsbeena

longtimewithoutgettinganyimiss

you,youknowthispregnancyis

makingfeelthiswayallthetime.

Aatile:Iwanttosleep

Shegotupandlaidontheotherside

pullingouthisdickandsuckedthe

softmeatthenhebeguntohardened

buthegrabbedhisdickandputit

backintheshorts..



Aatile:Isaidstopit,idon'tfeelthis

Otlhe:Youweregettinghard

Aatile:Becauseifeltsomethingsoft

andwarmnotthatiloveyouband

wanttohavesexwithyou

Otlhe:(tearfully)Canyoupleasestop

torturingme,whyareyoudoingthis?

ShouldIbegyouforsex?

Aatile:Idon'twanttohavesexwith

you,whatdoyouwantmetosay?I

can'tforcemyself

Otlhe:I'llgetontopanddoitakere

gakenachoice



Aatile:Knockyourselfout...

Shesuckedhimuntilhewaserect

thenshegotontopandhumpedon

himashereachedforhisphoneand

playedgamesassheslowlyhumped

thenhedialedLolo,theringingtone

discouragedherassheslowly

humpedwithherhandsonhischest...

Lolo:Hey,areyouokay?

Aatile:I'mfine,howarethekids?I

hopethatdidn'tscarethem

Lolo:Iexplainedtothem,they'refine.



Aatile:Okay..

Lolo:Areyoualone?

Aatile:No

Lolo:Iyogoshapoketshabago

betswa-

Otlhemeltedonhischestandburst

intotearswithhisdickinsideher

thensheslowlygotoffandgrabbed

thephonefromhim....

Otlhe:Canyoujuststopthis?(crying)

Whyareyoudoingthistome?Why?

Yousaidyoudon'twanthim,you



brokehisheartandabandonedthe

children,ihelpedhimcopeand

helpedyourchildren,don'tideservea

littlerespect?

Lolo:Bye

Sheangrilysmashedhisphoneon

thewallandsliddownthedoorcrying

naked,Aatilesatontheedgeofthe

bedlookingather...

Aatile:I'msorry...Babedon'tyou

thinkyoushouldgohomeinthe

morning?Thisconstantfightingand

cryingisnotgoodforthebabyand



I'mbeginningtolosemytemperwith

alltheselittletantrums,I'mhuman

andicanonlytakeasmuch...Obona

goreothubilephoneyame?That's

goingtocostmemoneyandweare

expectingababy...

Otlhe:I'mnotgoinganywhere

especiallywhenI'mpregnant,ifyou

wanttocheatonmegoandcheat

Aatile:It'snotcheatingwhenitold

youit'sover,wearedone.Can'tyou

beintelligentenough.Obatadrama

helaakere?Gorekegobetseabo

gotwegakeasiamammekegolesa

oitirelela,firstyouhitmeanddrag

meherenowyoubrokemyphone,o



batakereng?You'restartingtopiss

meoff....

Heswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

downasshesatatthedoorcrying....

Otlhe:Iloveyou,whycan'tyou

understandmypain?

Hepulledtheduvetoverandwentto

bed...

AtKasanehospital....



ThenextmorningBayanglockedthe

carandwalkedinthehospitalfixing

histieashiscoworkerwalked

towardshimandgreetedhim...

Him:Congratulationsdaddy

Bayang:(laughed)Thanks

Hewalkedpast2othernurseswho

smiledathim...

Nurse1:Daddy

Bayang:(laughed)Thanks

Nurse2:Congratsbigdaddy



Bayang:Guyskanammethisisnot

myfirstborn...ihaveson,hestays

withmyexwife.

Nurse2:Akerewedon'tknowhimre

taareng,tellhimcongratulationson

havingalittlesister

Bayang:I'lllethimknow...

Hewalkedinsideashisphonerang....

Bayang:Hello?

Aatile:OtlhewantapeawaitseI'm

abouttolosemytemper,kantehow

doyouleavesomeonepeacefully?



Bayang:Whathappened?

Aatile:Sheisallover,everythingis

boringandsheiscontrollingme,she

wantstocontrolmylifeandhowido

things.Thiswomandoesn'tlovemy

daughterandexpectmetobewith

her,howdoiloveawomanwho

doesn'tlovemychildren?Andnow

sheismakingitseemlikesheisthe

victimandI'mleavingherforLolo

Bayang:(laughed)Movetothenext

town,itworkedforme

Aatile:Ican'tmove,thechildrenare

doingokayatschoolandgetting

themintoanewschoolwillbe



frustrating.Thischickwatsenwashe

blameseveryoneforherbrother's

arrestandsheisviolent,nowIknow

whysheneedsherbrotherstodeal

withherboyfriends.Sheprovokes

menandexpecttoberespected.I

brusheditoffwhenshehitDidi

thinkingitwasemotionsgettingthe

bestofherbutshegrabbedabrick

formetoo,howdramaticcana

womanbe?

Bayang:Somewomenonly

understandaslapandifyoukeep

lettingherwalkalloveryoushewill

spitonyourfaceandabuseyour

childrenrightinfrontofyou...Howis



Didi?

Aatile:Ithinksheisokay,sheis

pregnant

Bayang:Didionnaaimisitswehela

kanteene,mphenumberyagagweke

mokgalemele...

Aatile:(laughed)I'llsenditmmea

skankgolega,howisthebaby?

Bayang:Sheisfine,ihaven'tseen

heryet.Theywon'tletmeseeher

Aatile:Therearestillpeoplewhodo

that?

Bayang:Ididn'tthinktherearethings

likethat,hergrandmotherrefusedto

letmeseethebabyevenfroma



distance,apparentlyketaatsenya

ngwanakokamokanagatwengdilo

tsateng.

Aatile:Wow..

Bayang:Yeah,what'sthepointof

havingababyisyoucan'tseeit,ke

togetsebataampitsahababatake

bonangwanaandthisgirlagrees

withhermotherbecausesheisnot

doinganythingaboutitbecause"we

arenotmarried"ididn'tknowthat

marriageandfatherhoodare

intertwined.Kasaneisboringme,i

wanttocomeback

Aatile:(laughed)Boamonna,I'm



boredwithoutyoubythewayKenis

notthatbadwatshosetsa

Bayang:Istilldon'tlikehim.He

impregnatedDidiknowingheathug

andnowsheisgoingtohaveachild

byherself.HetookadvantageofDidi

becauseshegrewupwithout

anything,ihatehim.

Aatile:(laughed)Wenawaalwa

yaanong

Bayang:I'llneverlikehim...Letme

workandcallyoulater

Aatile:Shap

Hehungupandwalkedinthelab....



Atmyhouse....

Laterthatafternooniwalkedoutof

thehardwarestoreanddialedthe

fenceman...

Him:Hello

Me:Iboughtthefenceandeverything.

Theyareloadingtheminthetruck

Him:Okay,I'llmeetyoutherewith

youmy2friendssowecanget

started.

Me:Okay...By



IhungupanddialedLoloasamild

painstruckmyabdomen...

Lolo:(laughedwiththechildren)

Hello?

Me:Hi,I'mgoingtomeettheman

whodoesthefence,doyoumind

comingwithme?I'mafraidtomeet

strangersinthemiddleoftheBush

bymyself,thetruckwilloffloadand

leavemetoexplainwhattheymust

dobutI'mafraidtobealonewithmen

Lolo:I'mwiththekidsAatileisat

workandOtlhebeingdramaticjaaka



keletsekegojelastory

Me:(smiled)Ohyeahoperationbond

withthegirlsisinprogresskana...I'm

proudofyou...Daddyleeneisonthe

way

Lolo:(laughed)Don'tgetmeexcited

fornothing,ijustwanttofocuson

mygirlsandnothingmore.Idon't

wanttomesswithhishappiness

Me:HappinesseneOtlhe?Thatgirlis

tooviolentI'msureifKenwasout

shewouldbelyingtogetKentohit

Aatile,thisgirliswitchbutwhen

you'relookingatherfaceyou'llthink

sheisanangel



Lolo:Shewasdragginghimkadi

collarsthatgirlkechobolohela

Me:Lethergotohellandherfamily,

theyrefusedtoletmetakemythings

fromKen'shousesoihatethemall.

Anywayletmeseeificanget

someonetohelpme....

Lolo:Bye

Ihungandthoughtofanybodywho

couldhelp,therewasnooneicould

thinkexceptTao.IknewifIasked

himtohelphewon'tsayno..Idialed

hisnumber...



Tao:Hello

Me:Hi,itsDidi

Tao:CallerIDisthereforareason,of

courseIknowitsyou.What'sup?

Me:Ineedyourhelpkebataompate

kotshimong,ihavetogotellthe

fencingguyshowtodoitbutidon't

wanttogoalone...

Tao:Noproblem,whattime?

Me:Now

Tao:WhereshouldIpickyouupkana

you'llpickmeup?

Me:Idon'thaveacar,pickmeatthe

mallletmetalktothetruckdriver



first,I'llcallyou

Tao:Ok

Ismiledandhungupbutmysmile

disappearedasigotgrampsonmy

abdominals...

AtPrison......

Kenwateredhisplotandwashedhis

handsasanotherinmatewalkedover

tohim...

Him:Let'sgotochurch,thereisa



churchvisitingtoday...

Ken:Notme

Him:Whynot?ThereasonI'mtelling

youisbecauseofwhatyoutoldme

aboutyourbrother,youhavetoseek

forgivenesstosleepatnight

Ken:Yeahbutididn'tstealaphoneor

livestock,suchthingsyoucanbe

forgivenfornotthis...Idon'twantto

feelmoreguiltthanI'mfeelingnow.

Him:Godisforgivingandrightnow

heistheonlyonethatmatters,let's

go,please...Let'sgogetdressedand

signup

Ken:Okay...



Him:Ifindeedthatgirlfriendofyours

ispregnantwitheitheryourchildor

brother'schildit'sstillyour

responsibility,ifiwasyouI'dforgive

thisgirlbecausethewayyoualways

talkabouthertellsmeyouloveher

andyouwanther,you'rejustafraid

shewillhurtyouagainespecially

whenyou'reinjail.

Ken:Amiwrong?

Him:Shemightsheproveyouwrong

butyou'llneverknowuntilyoulether

knowthatyoustillloveherandwant

hertowaitforyou.

Ken:(smiled)Iguess,ihavenothing



toloseanyway

Him:Exactly.....

Theywalkedintotheblock....

Atthegarden...

Taoheldmyhandaswewalked

throughthetallgrasses...

Tao:Letmecarryyou,thisgrassis

tootallyou'llsteponsnakeshere

Me:No,I'mfine



Tao:I'mactuallymoreworriedabout

thebabythanyou,I'msureyoucan

handleasnakebitebutthatbaby

won'tandyoukeeprubbingit,doesit

hurt?

Me:Yessincemorning

Tao:Weshouldpassbythehospital,

don'ttakecertainthingssimplewhen

you'repregnant

Me:Doyouhaveachild?

Tao:Ihavenephews

Me:Ok...

AlizardranacrossandIpausedto



makesureitwasn'tasnake...

Tao:Letmecarryyou

Me:Fine

Hebentoverthenigotonhisbackas

hecarriedmewalkingonthesmall

passagetothegarden...

Tao:Theseguysshouldalsomakea

cardrivewaysowedon'thaveto

leavecarsthatfar

Me:Mmh...Mokwatawagagoo

monategore...(laidmyheadonhis



back)nkarenkarobalait'ssocomfy..

Tao:(laughed)IfyousleepI'm

droppingyou..

Me:Walkfasternowiwantthe

hospitalontshositseoreimusttake

everythingserious

Tao:(increasedhispace)Alrightbut

maybeitsnothing...

Wemetthefencingguysand

directedthemonwhattodo...

Atthehospital....



Laterthatafternoonipulleddownmy

t-shirtandthrewthetissueinthebin

asthedoctorscribbledsomethingon

mycard...

Dr:Thisisahighriskpregnancyand

you'regoingtoneedalotofrestif

youwanttoreachyourthirdtrimester

orelseyou'llhavecomplications

duringdelivery...

Taoheldmyhandasisatonthe

chairnexttohim...

Tao:Whatkindofcomplications?Isit



somethingicanhelpwith?

Dr:Wellalotofrestmeansnot

workingtoohard,verylittlestress

andalotofhealthymealsthatI'lllist

foryouinabit..

Me:Willthebabybeokaythough?

Dr:Yesandit'saboy,Ialmostforgot

tomentionit

Me:(smiled)Wow

Tao:(smiledandpinchedmycheek)

Atleastwecanfindapropername

Me:(laughed)AndI'msoblank

Tao:Thereistime...



Heputhisarmaroundmeandwe

listenedtothedoctorexplainingmy

condition....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthatSundayafternoonLoloand

thegirlswalkedbackintheyardfrom

theirshortwalk,anunfamiliarcar

wasparkinginfrontofthehouseand

therewereawoman'sfeetonthe

dashboard...

Maya:AuntOtlheishere



Lolo:That'sher,whosecaristhat?

Maya:It'shermother'scar

Lolo:Ijookay...

Baby:(hurried)Ineedthetoilet

Lolo:Youhavebeengoinginandout

ofthetoiletalotsincemorning,are

youokay?

Baby:Ithinkihavediarrhea

Lolo:(laughed)youknowdiarrhoea?

Maya:Theteachersaysifwedrink

dirtywaterwewillhavediarrhoea

Lolo:Wowok...

Shetookoutthehousekeysand



unlockedthehousethenshepushed

thedooropen...

Lolo:GoinsideI'mcoming...

ThegirlssmiledandwavedatOtlhe

asshesmiledbackandsteppedout

ofthecar,Loloclosedthedoorand

walkedtowardsher....

Lolo:Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse?

Otlhe:Ineedtotalktoyou

Lolo:(angrily)Youneedtostop

comingtomyhouselikeI'myour



friend,whatdoyouwant?

Otlhe:Youhavetostopwhateveryou

aredoing,howmanytimesdoIhave

totellyoutostopfollowingmyman.

Lolo:Yourman?Youmeantheone

whopaidmagadiforme?Thefather

ofmychildrenkanagonaleyo

mongwegape?Aatileisagrownman

andhecanmakehischoices...

(pointedout)leave...

Otlhe:Youthinkhighlyofyourself

don'tyou?

Lolo:Idon'thavetimeforthis,can

youpleaseleavemyhouse?



Shetookoutherphoneanddialed

Aatile...

Lolo:Iseeyou'reoneofthosecrazy

pregnantpeoplewhothinktheycan

usetheirpregnancytopunishother

people

Otlhe:Whatareyoudoing?I'mnot

fightingyou

Lolo:I'mcallingAatile

Otlhe:HangupthephoneandI'll

leavehedoesn't

Lolo:Hello?



Otlhejumpedonherfromthebackas

theybothfoughtforthephone..

Lolo:Letgoofmyphoneandyou're

chokingme

ShescratchedLolo'sfaceand

snatchedthephoneasLoloangrily

bitherlowerlipandelbowedheron

thestomachtwicethenshedropped

thephoneandfellontheground

gaspingforair,Lolocoveredher

mouthandmovedbacklookingat

her...



Lolo:OhmyGod....I'msorry

Otlhe:(cryingholdingherstomach

tightly)No,no...No...

Shetriedtostandbutthepainwas

toomuchthenshesatontheground

cryingthenshetookoutherphone

andcalledAatile...

Aatile:Hello?

Otlhe:(crying)Loloelbowedmetwice

onthestomach,ican'tbreathorget

up,pleasehelpme....

Aatile:Whereareyou?



Otlhe:Herhouse,icametoplead

withherbutshehitmeonthe

stomach

Aatile:Canyoudrivetothehospital?

Otlhe:Ican'tgetup,helpme...Ithurts

Aatile:Okaybabe,I'mcoming...

ShehungupasLolotearfullystood

therelookingather...

Lolo:Areyouokay?Canidriveyouto

thehospital?

Otlhe:Leavemealone...



Lolopacedupanddownputtingher

handstogetherworriedlyuntilAatile

drovethroughthegateandparked

nexttothemthenhesteppedoutand

pickedOtlhe,helaidherintheback

seatandclosedthedoorthenhegot

inthecarandreversedwithout

sayinganythingtoLolowhotearfully

rantothedriver'ssideandheldthe

door....

Lolo:Iswearididn'tmeantodothat,

shescratchedmyfaceandi

respondedkelebetsegoresheis

pregnant,ionlyrememberedafter..



Aatile:ThisisthethirdbabyI'm

losingbecauseofyou,youbetter

praysheisfineorelseitwouldbe

lasttimeyouandmearetalking

becauseicannotkeepdoingthe

samethingoverandoveragain,what

doyouhaveagainst4months

pregnancies?Isityourluckynumber?

Ifshescratchedyouwhydidn'tyou

walkaway?Justwhenithinkyou're

differentyouprovemeotherwise,

whobeatsapregnantwoman?

Lolo:(angrilyastearsfell)She

jumpedonme!Askherwhatsheis

doinghere?

Aatile:Soyoupunishedherfor



cominghere?Youhaven'tchangeda

bit

Otlhe:(crying)Babepleasehurry....

Herolledupthewindowsanddrove

off.....

THREEMONTHSLATER....

*

*

*

*

*



.

.

[9/3,11:49PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴60

AtLolo'sHouse....

AatileparkedthecarthenLolo

openedthedoorforthechildrenand

gavethemtheirbags,theyrantothe

carasAatilewalkedpastthemtothe

door,Loloclosedandlocked...



Aatile:(knocked)Comeon...openup...

Shesighedexhaustedlyandopened

thedoordoorlookinginhiseyes..

Lolo:What?

Aatile:Whenisthisgoingtoend?

Lolo:What?

Aatile:Givingmeacoldshoulder

Lolo:Youblamemeforyour

girlfriend'smiscarriage

Aatile:Exgirlfriend....Ex...Thereisa

bigdifferencethereandidon'tblame

youforanything,amiwrongfor



beingangryatyoukaviolencetoa

pregnantwoman?Babeyoucould

haveclosedheroutsideorsomething,

hittinghercouldhavelandedyouin

prison,andthenwhatamigoingto

dowiththegirls?Wealreadylostyou

onceidon'twanttoloseyouagain...

Youcan'tkeepmakingdecisionsthat

affectyourlovedones,idon'tlove

Otlhebutthatdidn'tmeanididn't

careaboutthebabysoofcoursei

wasalittledisappointedthatyouhad

tobeimplicatedinallthatbutcome

on,youcan'tbeangryatmeforthree

months.Thegirlsarealreadypicking

uponthistensionbecauseyouwon't



evengooutwithus,I'msorry..

Lolo:Justfinishyourbusinesswith

Otlhebeforetalkingtome

Aatile:Babefinishwhat?Weareover,

welongended

Lolo:Youneedtimetogetoverit,a

littlebreakforyoutobreathandthink

aboutyourfuture,whenyou'redone

I'llknow

Aatile:You'reanenemyofprogress

akere

Lolo:ByeAatile

Aatile:Ourbosshasapartyathis

houseandI'dliketopassbywithyou,

canipickyouup?Idon'twantto



showupalone

Lolo:I'llthinkaboutitandletyou

know

Hesmiledandtriedtotouchherkuku

butsheslappedhishandandclosed

thedoor...

Aatile:(laughed)Iloveyoutoo...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtMyhouse...



Ilaidonthebedwiththephone

directoryanddialedanumber...

Voice:Ministryofyouthsportand

culture,mayihelpyou

Me:Hi,whocanitalktoabout

fundingabusinessthatisdonehalf

way?Ihadlittlemoneysomy

businessishalfwayandineed

moneytofinishit.

Voice:Pleasehold....

Idesperatelywaitedastheminutes

passedconsumingmylastairtime

untilthelinegotcutoffthenisighed



tearfully.Iguessiwashavingabad

dayanditwashot,myoneroom

madeitworsewithitssmall

windows...

Theonlyfoodihadonmystandwas

ricewithoutthesourcesoreven

cookingoilmeanwhileiwascraving

allsortsofthings.Therewasaknock

onthedoorandislowlygotoffthe

bedandwenttothedoorfanning

myselfwithabox...

Lolowalkedinwithaplasticoffood

andlaughedlookingatme...



Lolo:Borengbolotomongwaneng...

(laughed)Girlyou'retheweakest

womanihaveevermet.7months

pregnantandyou'relookingthistired

walkingaroundthehousenude?

Me:(lookedintheplastic)What'sthis?

Lolo:Youbeencravingwatermelon

thewholeweeksotodaykehakere

keisetsasetsenwaselelegapu..

Igrabbeditandsatonthebedeating

thenshesatonthebedandlookedat

myemptyfoodstandbutshedidn't

sayanythingthoughtheconcerned



lookonherfacesaiditall.

Lolo:whatareyoudoingwitha

phonedirectory?

Me:WaitsennaLoloiwasn'tmeant

tobehappy...(tearfully)Iregrettrying

toopenabusinessbecausenowI'm

notbenefitinganything,Itookallmy

moneyanduseditontheuseless

gardennowIdon'thaveawayto

watermyflowersorevenbuythe

seeds,whenitrytogetassistancein

theofficestheytellmecome

tomorrow,icallheadquarterslebone

theymakemeholduntilmyairtimeis



finished.

Lolo:Businessislikethat,it'shardto

start

Me:Ishouldhavebroughtataxinow

ke7monthsandihaven'tbought

anythingforthebaby,I'mgoingtobe

adisgrace.

Lolo:(tookoutP200)Thetenants

paidtoday,gobuyfood...Youneedto

eatbecauseifyoudon'tthebabywill

starve

Me:(tearfully)Whenirememberhow

muchmoneyIusedtospendperday

kegonekelemoganggorekenekele

ngwanamothogong,ididn'tsave



anythingandyouknowwhat'spainful

isthatKenoncegavekemoneyfor

thisbusinessandijustspentitajd

blewitoff.Iboughtclothsandhigh

heelswhichidon'tevenhave

becauseKen'smotherwon'topenthe

doorforme.I'mjustadestitute..

Lolo:Didistopcrying,you're

pregnant...Lifeisneverfair,it'snot

likeI'mlivinganybetter...Theonly

thingsavingmeisthathouseyaBaby

andthatAatilesupportshe.

Me:Atleastyouhavesomething...I

neverthoughtatmyageI'dhavea

fatherlessbaby



Lolo:Waitsennakemakatswake

Kenimeansuspicionscanbethere

buttototallyrejectyourson?Wowhe

shockedme.Ineverthoughthecould

denyhischild.CanyouLeSWATa

chance?Imeantheguyalways

jumpswhenyoutellhimyou're

cravingsomethingandheneversays

nowhenyouaskhimformoney.

Me:Idon'tlikehisjob,it'sjustlike

datingKenexceptthisisisallowedto

carryagunorshootatpeople

Lolo:Yousoundchildish,Didiyou

havewchildtothinkof...Ibeendoing

thisparentingthingforyearsnow,

trustmetheguywholovesyourchild



istheyou'llalwayslove.Doyouknow

thepainofbeingwithamanwho

doesn'tlikeyourchild?Whenyour

daughtertouchessomethinghesays

putitdown,whenyourchildgetsin

thecargatwedon'ttouchseatsijust

tookitoutofcarwashthemmaleha

okaisiwaDubaiitwillbeboring.If

Kensaysit'snothischildthenwhen

heisdoneservinghis6year

sentencehestillwon'tbelieveitshis

andwenayou'repassinggoodguys.

I'mnotinfluencingyoutodatele

SWATbutheremindsmeofAatile,i

don'tknowhimobviouslybutbased

onwhatyoutoldmeabouthimheis



agentleman.Gaabatesexandheis

readytoacceptyourpregnancy,why

shouldyoulivelikethiswhenyoucan

gethelpandsupportfromhim.I

thoughtyoulikedhim

Me:Idoandheisfinetota,eneo

siamebutnnaI'mtoooldtolive

dangerously,Kentaughtmealesson

andI'mnotready.I'mtooscaredto

try

Lolo:JustknowthatleSWATlele

lonegaleagoemela,ifhefindsa

girlfriendhewillmoveonandthen

you'regoingtocrythatit'shardto

findaboyfriendwhenyouhavea

baby,I'mtellingyoufromexperience.



IthoughtguyslikeAatilewerekante

hewasararebreed.

Me:You'rescaringmelewenagape

Lolo:Askanyonewithachildtheywill

tellyouthatbeforeyoucancall

someoneyourboyfriendtheyfirst

mustloveyourchildbecauseifthey

don'tyouwon'tenjoywrelationship

withthembutthenhowmanypeople

canlovechildrenwhoaren'ttheirs...

Sheopenedtheplasticandgaveme

aplateoffood...

Lolo:Eatsomethingbeforethatboy



becomesunderweight...

Me:HowisBaby?

Lolo:Shewillbefine...Sheis

recoveringbutIdon'tunderstandwhy

shegetssickwhenshetakesher

medicationontime.

Me:Can'tyoutalktothedoctorso

theycanchangethemedicationkana

it'sthesamekindofmedicationhela?

Lolo:I'lltrythatmaybeitwillwork

Me:Okay

Lolo:I'mgoingtogetreadyto

accompanyAatileathisboss'sparty

Me:Doisensebacklove?



Lolo:NobackloveAatilewaatena,i

don'twanttobeexcitedandcrythe

nextminute,wesrejustfriends

Me:Butyousoundsojealouseach

timeyoutalkabouthowheliftedher

fromthegroundandputherinthe

car

Lolo:(laughed)I'mnotjealous

Me:Right

Shelaughedandwalkedoutasmy

phonerang...

Me:hello?



Blessing:Heysister

Me:Mxm

Blessing:(laughed)Iknowialways

disappearbutmeratayouthemma

Me:OnlywhenIhaveacarlike

Arianna

Blessing:OhcomeonyouknowI'm

schoolinginGabs,ihaven'tbeenin

Maunsincethatdrama.Howismy

nephewdoing?

Me:Heisgood

Blessing:I'mcomingwiththenight

bus,iboughthimsomethingspecial

Me:(laughed)You'rethebestlittle



sisteronecanhave

Blessing:Nnathemmatheydon'tcall

meBlessingfornothing,ifyou're

luckyenoughtodeliverwhileI'mona

shortschoolvacationketilegogo

bayabotsetsinnaMablesos

Me:(laughed)I'llprayso,yourmother

issoquietaboutitbutIwon'task

anyoneforhelpketaipayabotsetsi,

ngwanakegaanagoswaakere

Blessing:MmeyourDDisaroundmy

breaksowewillseehowitgoes

Me:Thanksbabysister

Blessing:Bye...



Attheparty....

LaterthateveningAatileapproached

hiscolleagueswithhishandaround

Lolo'swaistandgreetedeveryoneas

theyexchangedpleasantries...

Aatile:GuysthisisAlone..

Boss:(shookherhand)OhMrs

Johnson...Nicetomeetyou,iwas

lookingforwardtoseeingyouinyour

weddinggownbutyoucancelled,

shouldwestartpreparingforthe

weddingagain?

Aatile:Goodquestion



Shelaughedshamefullyastheguys

waitedforherresponse...

Lolo:(laughed)Iguessyoucould

start

Boss:(laughed)Thankyoufor

coming,heyguysI'mnotlaughing...

Relationshipsgothroughhelland

peoplewhodon'tknowanything

aboutlovewilljudgeyoubutI'mnot

oneofthem.Ifaheartwantswhoit

wantsitdoesandyoucan'tdo

anythingaboutit...

Aatile:That'strue...



Atmyhouse.....

Onthesameeveningtherewasa

knockonthedoorandiopened,my

landlorddidn'tlookhappyandmy

heartskippedbecauseiknewiwas

lateonmypaymentandididn'teven

haveagoodexcuse...

Me:Dumelang

Her:Hi,I'llneedyoutomoveout

beforetheendoftheweeksothati

canputatenantwhocanpay,I'mnot

runningacharityorganisation.



Me:EhmmaI'llmove

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedaway

asiclosedthedoorandsatonthe

bedthoughtfully,iwasnowhomeless

andmymother'shousewasn'tan

option.

IsatonthebedanddialedLolo's

numberbutshedidn'tanswertheni

calledmymother,shedidn'tanswer

eitherandforherithadbeen

happeningforweek,sheprobably

thoughtiwasaskingformoneyor

wantedtoaskhertohelpmewiththe



baby.

AtAatile'sHouse.....

LaterthateveningOtlheknockedon

thedoorandMayaslidtheglasson

thedoor..

Maya:(smiled)Hi...

Otlhe:Hey,whereisyourfather?

Maya:Heisouttoapartywithmama

Otlhe:Openthedoor,iwanttodrink

water

Maya:Hesaidnottoopenforanyone



Otlhe:(laughed)ButI'mnotanyone,

I'dneverhurtyouyouknowthat,

whereisBaby?

Maya:WatchingTV,daddysaidifi

wanttoopenimustcallhimfirst,let

mecallhim

Otlhe:Mayajustopenthedoor,he

meanttootherpeopleyoudon'tknow

notme

MayaunlockedthedoorthenOtlhe

walkedinandheadedtothekitchen

withherhandbag.

SheglancedatthekidswatchingTV



andgrabbedthechildren'sschool

waterbottlesandputthemonthe

counter.

Shetookoutabottleofantifreeze

fromherhandbagandpouredineach

bottlethensheshookthebottlesand

putthembackinthefridge.

Shewipedthekitchencounterand

leftherhandbagonthecouchonher

waytothebedroom...

Otlhe:Goingtothetoilet...



Girls:(watchingtv)Okay

ShegotinandreachedforBaby's

meds.

MeanwhileAatilestoppedthecarand

theygotoutlaughingandknockedon

thedoor.

IttookawhilebeforeMayacould

heartheirknockthroughtheloud

volumeofthecartoonsthenshe

openedthedoor.



LolowalkedinwithAatile'sjackets

aroundhershouldersasheclosed

thedoor,bothofthemstaredatthe

unfamiliarbagonthecouchand

lookedatoneanother...

Lolo:Whosebagisthat?

Maya:AuntOtlhe,shewenttothe

toilet

Loloturnedaroundandlookedathim

disappointedly...

Aatile:Iswearididn'tinviteher,she



calledmeaskingifwecouldmeet

andIsaidnoiwasbusyatsome

party...

Lolo:Sheshouldn'tbeinhereonour

absence...(tookoffhisjacketandput

itonthecouch)youknowwhatI'll

giveherapieceofmymind...

Sheshookherheadwalkingacross

thelivingroomheadingtothe

bedroomsthenAatilefollowedher

andtheybumpedonOtlheholding

Baby'smedication.Shefrozestaring

atthemasherheartpoundedthen

sheswallowedandputitbehindher...



Lolo:(tearfullycoveredhermouth)

OhmyGod...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtAatile'sHouse...

Aatile:Whatareyoudoing?

Otlhe:Iwastryingtohelphertakeher

meds?

Lolo:(angrily)Don'ttrythatbecause

I'llcallthepoliceforyou,sothisis

whymydaughterhasbeensick?Do

youchangethemorwhat?

Otlhe:CallthepoliceandI'lltellthem

youcausedmymiscarriage

Lolo:That'sit...

Lolotookoutherphoneandwalked



out...

Lolo:Don'tletherwalkouthere,I'm

callingthepolice...

ThechildrenstaredatOtlhebiting

theirnailsconfusedbythe

confrontation..

Aatile:Haveaseat,wearecallingthe

police...

Otlhe:Iwanttogohome,iwasjust

passingby

Aatile:Itoldyouiwasn'thome,why



didyoucome?Youknewiwashere

andwearenottogethersowhatare

youdoingholdinghermeds?Andits

waypastherbuzz,you'renotserious.

Haveaseatandwaitforthepolice

ShesatonthecouchasLolowalked

backinthehouseandclosedthe

door..

Lolo:Guysgotobed,tomorrow

you'regoingtoschool...

Maya:IsBabygoingtobeokay?

Lolo:Shewillbefine



Baby:Amigoingtodie?

Aatile:(liftedherupandwalkedto

thebedroomholdingMaya'shand)

Youwon'tdiebutatleastyou're

goingtobeokayfromnowon

becausenooneisgoingtotouch

yourmeds

Baby:Okay

HetuckedtheminwhileLoloand

Otlhesatonthecouchstaringatone

another,Otlhe'seyeswelledupas

shestaredatLolo...

Otlhe:Iwishyouunderstoodthepain



I'mfeelingrightnowbutit'sokay

becauseyou'retheoneheloves,

you'llneverknowhowmuchithurts

toloveamanandthinkheistheone

onlyforhimtogetbacktogetherwith

hisbabymama.IamhurtandLoloi

scratchedyourfaceyoushouldhave

donethesamenottoelbowme,

you'reawomanandyouknewvery

wellthatitmightaffectthebaby.

Lolo:(angrily)Nothingjustifieswhat

youjustdidtomydaughter,nothing!

Otlhe:(crying)Nothingjustifies

everythingihavedone....Tryingto

separateherfromAatile,changing

herpillsorevensendingyouthose



hushmessages,nothingcanjustify

thatandiadmitthatiwaswrong,

whataboutyou?Don'tyouthink

you'rehurtingme?Ilovehim!

Lolo:I'mnottheonewhoaskedyou

outhedid,I'mnothurtingyou,he

did...AndthelasttimeIcheckedyou

twohadargumentswaybeforeihe

startedshowinginterestinme.He

sayshisproblemwithyouwasthat

youdidn'taccepthisdaughterandit

turnedhimoff,alltheotherviolent

tantrumsaddedtohimnotwanting

you,icameafter...I'mnoteven

datinghimandyou'recrying,what

willyoudowhenhefinallymarries



mebecausethatmanlovesmeandi

knowit,whatareyougoingtodo?

Hangyourself?

Otlhe:Andyouhaven'teven

apologisedforthemiscarriage,sorry

helawouldhavebeenenough

Lolo:Youshouldn'thavejumpedon

meinthefirstplace,thatwillteach

youtoactlikeanadultandnot

everyonewillpamperyoulikeAatile

doeswhenyouharasshimsomeof

usragorupulahaorephaphelagare

bommagoakere

Otlhe:Soyoustillwon'tsaysorry

Lolo:No,I'dsaysorryififellonyou



butyoujumpedonmeandgotwhat

youwanted.Ifyou'relookingforpity

youwon'tgetitfromme,what

happenedwasanaccidentbecausei

didn'tplantohurtyoubutself

defenseisverymuchjustifiable.

ShelookedinhereyesasAatile

walkedinandsatnexttoher..

Otlhe:Clearlyyou'renotsorryandi

shouldn'texpectanapologyfromyou,

iforgiveyouLoloforkillingmychild

andAatileiforgiveyoufor

disappointingmeandiwantyouto



knowthatyou'llneverfindawoman

whowillloveyouthewayidid

Lolo:Idon'tneedyourforgiveness

Otlhe,Ididn'tdoanythingwrong.

Otlhe:Ipouredantifreezeinthe

children'sbottles,pleasedispose

them

Aatile:Antifreezekills

Otlhe:IknowandI'msorrybutididn't

putalethaldose

Aatile:(angrily)You'renotascientist,

howdoyouknowwhat'snotlethal?

Lolograbbedthebottlesandput



themonthetable,minuteslaterthere

wasaknockonthedoorthenshe

openedthedoor.

Thetwopoliceofficerswalksin,

Otlhestoodupandgavethemher

wrists...

Otlhe:I'mtheoneyou'relookingfor....

Atmymother'shouse..

Thefollowingmorningacallwoke

meup...



Me:Hello?

Bayang:Hey

Me:Motsetsiwareng

Bayang:(laughed)I'mgood,howare

you?

Me:I'mokay,kanaidon'tknowboth

ofyourkids...Firstbornkebonyea

setsealemonnye

Bayang:Kenfananyanayaanongand

helookslikeme,I'llvisityounext

weekkaenesoyoucanseehim.The

oneinKasanelennahaiseke

mmone,ihaveaonlyseenher

pictures.



Me:Ok

Bayang:Wheredoyouwork?

Me:I'mnotworking

Bayang:sohowareyougoingto

supportyourbaby?

Me:Ihavebusinesses,idon'tlack

anything

Bayang:That'swhatiwasinterested

in,iwasalittleconcerned

Me:(laughed)I'mgooddon'tworry

aboutme

Bayang:Waitsegoremyhelpisn't

conditionalwhenitcomestoyou

akere?Don'tmistakenmyofferfora



lovebackrequestorsomething,I'll

alwaysbeavailabletohelpandnot

expectanythinginreturnjust

because.

Me:Iknow

Tao'scallbeeped...

Me:Canicalyouback?

Bayang:Okay,sharp

Me:(hungupandpicked)Hello

Tao:Goodmorning...

Me:Goodmorning

Tao:Rememberwhenisaidiwas



lookingforsomeonetosettledown?

Me:yeah

Tao:Ithinkifoundonesoijust

wantedtoletyouknowjustincase

it'simportanttotellyou.

Iswallowedandtookadeepbreath...

Me:Congratulations,iguessyou

wereseriousaboutit

Tao:I'mtoooldtobesendinggood

morningsthroughFacebooklikea20

yearold,ineedtokisssomeoneand

whispergiidmorningintheirears



eachmorning.

Me:Sheisluckygirl

Tao:IthinkI'mtheluckyone,sheisa

churchgirlandsheischilled.Leene

golebegasaleasokotsetofinda

man,rekopanyereledesperatefor

love.

Me:Luckyher

Tao:(smiled)Yeah...Hernameis

Litto..AnywaysI'mdeletingyour

numberbecauseiwouldn'tknow

whattotellherifsheaskedmewho

you'reorwhyI'mstilltalkingtoyou

sincemysearchisover.

Me:Iunderstand,bye



Tao:Takecareofthatlittleboy,

rememberyouneedalotofbedrest

andshortwalksintheevening.

Me:iknow

Tao:Bye

Ihungupandsighed,Lolowasright...

Playinghardtogethadmelosea

potentialhusband.Ididn'tknowi

likedhimuntilthenanditbothered

mewaymorethanithoughtitwould...

Myboykickedandismiledhopefully

caressingmybigbump,iguesshe

wouldbetheonlypersonI'dcounton



andfindhappinessin...

Me:HeyZane...Mommycan'twaitto

seeyoubuddy...

Atthepolicestation....

MrandMrsDanielwalkedinand

respectfullyshookLoloandAatile's

handswhiletheofficerexplainedthe

chargesthatOtlhewasfacing...

MrsDaniel:Canwrtalkforaminute?

Itwon'ttakelong



Officer:(distracted)Botsadiwhat's

goingon?I'mworking

MrsDaniel:Wrjustwantedtotalkto

them,can'tyouforgiveherandnot

presscharges?Please...I'lltake

responsibilityforheractionsfrom

nowon,wethinksheisdepressedso

wearegoingtotakeherfor

evaluationatSabrana.

MrDaniel:TheARVonescaresmeto

deathbecausethatchildcouldhave

beensick

Lolo:ShehasbeensickbutOtlhe

neversaidanything,sheclearly

wantedtokillmydaughter



MrDaniel:Mmethengwanakakea

gorapela,intshwarele.Please...I'll

makesureshestaysawayfromyou

andyourboyfriend,Otlhekengwana

helayokemoemelangkathupahela.

Please

HegotonhiskneesandheldLolo's

handsdesperatelylookinginhereyes.

MrDaniel:I'mbeggingyoumy

daughter...Please,iunderstandyour

angerandyou'rejustifiedbutplease

Lolo:Okay,I'lldropthechargeson

theconditionthatshestaysaway



frommydaughters.

MrsDaniel:Thankyou,Godbless

you...

AfewminuteslaterAatileandLolo

walkedoutofthepoliceholding

handsandgotinthecar...

Lolo:Didimaketherightdecisionby

forgivingher?

Aatile:(leanedoverandkissedher)

Yesandiloveyouforthat,

forgivenessalwaysopensdoorsfor

blessings.It'snotourjobtojudge,as

longasourkidsareokayI'mhappy.



Atleastnowwecanfocuson

ourselvesandourkids

Lolo:Okay

Hekissedheragainreversedthecar

thendroveoff....

Atmyhouse...

Laterthateveningifinishedcleaning

thehouseandsatonthebed

listeningtomusicnoddingmyhead

asiwentthroughthebaby'stiny

clothes,idon'tthinktherewas



anythingieverfeltcuriousaboutthan

meetZane,cometothinkofiti

couldn'tdecidebetweenZeeand

Evanbecausetheybothhadthe

meaningicouldrelatetobutiloved

Zanemore...He'dprobablybeacute

littleboyandicouldjustsmileonmy

ownthinkofallhaircutstylesI'ddo

onhimtobeatinylittlemr

handsome...

Me:(singingalongwithheadsetson

myears)Comeon,comeon,turnthe

radioon

It'sFridaynightandIwon'tbelong



Gottadomyhair,Iputmymakeup

on

It'sFridaynightandIwon'tbelong

'TilIhitthedancefloor

Hitthedancefloor

IgotallIneed

NoIain'tgotcash

Iain'tgotcash

ButIgotyoubaby...

Islowlydancedstandingnexttothe

bedlookingathisniceclothes,part

ofmewasindenial...Mehavinga

baby?Nahitwashardtobelieveeven



ashegavemesuperkicks,alli

wantedwastoholdhiminmyarms

andkisshimandyesididn'thavea

housenorjobbutiknewiwasgoing

toeverythinginmypowertomake

surehegetsthelifehedeserved,how

ihadnoidea....IjustknewZanehad

justgivenmeanewmeaningtolife

andI'dputbreadonthetablewithout

hisfatherorthehelpofmyparents....

5YEARSLATER...

*

*

*



*

*
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Atthesalon...

Thesalonwasalwaysbusyon

Fridaysespeciallyduringtheendof

themonth,itwafull..Dryerswere

blowingwhilehaircutingmachines

werebuzzingasthehairdressers

chatted,iwassittingatthecornerof



thesaloononmynailsection

installingFrenchnailsonaclient....

MaDanielwalkedinthesaloonto

colorherhairdark,iheardher

conversationwiththehairdresserasi

workedonmyclient..Shesatdown

andgotherhairdonethenshelooked

onthemirrorandsmiledatalittle

boywhowasgettingahaircutfrom

theotherbarber...

MaDaniel:Thisboyremindsmeof

mysonwhenhewasalittleboy...

Ngwanayoonkgaolelaengpelo...



Hairdresser:Amme?Maybeit'shiso

molathilekanabatsamayabaimisa

mobalatha

MaDaniel:(laughed)Heisinprison,

itcan'tbehis...

Hairdresser:Gongweheishis

nephew,Gongwetheirfatherhad

anotherboyouttherewhofathered

thisone...DidiwhereisZane'sfather?

Ikeptmyheaddownanddidthenails

likeIcouldn'theartheirconversation..

Hairdresser:HeeDidi?



Me:Myson'sfatherdeniedhim,

gaanarraagwe

MaDanielkeptquiet,oncedonewith

nailsIaskedforapicturessoicould

advertiseonFacebooktogetmore

clientsthenshepaidandleft.

Igotthebroomandsweptmycorner

asthebarberwalkedoutofthewash

roomcarryingZanewithamarron

toweloverhisshoulders.MaDaniel

staredathimasshepaidthenshe

walkedoverandliftedhim...



MaDaniel:Hithere....What'syour

name?

Zane:ZeeforZane

MaDaniel:It'sabeautifulname...I

loveit,you'reahandsomeboyokay?

Zane:OK

Sheputhimdownandthebarberput

aclotharoundhimdoingthelast

touches,MaDanielwalkedoverto

measIsweptthefloor....

MaDaniel:ThisisOfana'sson

Me:Heisnot



MaDaniel:Gakegobotsekeago

bolelela,that'shisson.

Me:It'sLore'ssonandheisdeadso

I'mtheonlyonewiththerightsover

him,leavemealone.

MaDaniel:ThatboyisnotLore'sson,

it'sOfana'ssonandyouknowit,

anyonewhoknowshimwilltellyou

sinceyou'retooblindtoseeit.

Me:withallduerespectpleaseleave

meandmysonalone,istruggledfor

thepast5yearswiththisboyandI'll

workharduntilheisagrownman.

MaDaniel:Youwon'tgetawaywith

this...



Shewalkedaway,ifinishedsweeping

andpackedmybags...

Barber:Knockingoff?

Me:Yeah,it'sgettinglateandIwant

togocookforthebar..

Ihungmybagstrapovermyshoulder

andsmiledlookingatZaneonthe

mirrorasheplayedgameswhilethe

barbermadethelasttouchesand

grabbedthespray...



Barber:Zeecloseyoureyes

Heclosedhiseyesasthebarber

sprayedhimthenheremovedthe

towelandputhimdown,ipaidhim

andwalkedoutholdinghishand....

Me:Goodnightguys

Hairdressers:Night...

Westeppedoutofthesalonasa

couplewalkingbysmiledatZaneand

eventurnedtheirneckssmilingafter

passing.Healwaysmanagedtoturn



eyeseachtimeiwalkedaroundwith

himandhewasmypride.Thefeeling

ofalwaysbeingwithhimwasenough

togivemestrengthduringmylow

days...

Iglancedatthetime,Shopritewas

abouttocloseinafewminutessoI

liftedhimupandwalkedacrossthe

roadasheheavybagweighedmy

shoulderdown.

Zane:MamaI'mhungry

Me:Iknowbaby,wearegoingtobuy

afewthingsthenI'llcook.



Zane:Caniplaythegames?

Me:Peoplewillstealthephone,its

dark...You'llplayathome.

Zane:HowcomeIdon'thaveadad

likeJunior?

Me:(laughed)Whatmakesyouthink

youdon'thaveadad?Everyonehasa

dadit'sjustthatsome....Someare

dead,othersaretoobusyandothers

inprisonsbuteveryonehasadad.

Zane:Whereismine?

Me:(puthimdown)Wearehere....

(bentoverlookinginhiseyes)Zeewe

aregoinginsidetheshoptobuyfood

only,notoysordrinkorsweets.We



don'thavemoney,weonlyhaveP300

andI'llbeproudofyouifyoudon'tcry

foranything.

Zane:OK...

Iheldhiswristandwalkedinpicking

smallgroceriesthenwequeued

behindacouplewithafulltrolleyand

asonaroundZane'sagewhowas

sittingonthetrolleyholdingabig

remotecarandotherfancytoyson

topofthetrolleywhilehedrunkthe

juice.Zanelookedathimandquietly

lookedatme,myboydidn'tsay

anythingbutthelookonhisface



brokemeintopieces.

Icouldtellheenviedhimandwanted

thosecarsbuthekeptquietandheld

myfingerstandingnexttomeuntil

wepaidandwalkedout.

AtAatile'sHouse...

Lolowalkedinthehouseholdingher

handbagandcarkeysasAatileand

Juniorlaidonthecouchwiththe

joysticksnexttothem,shequietly

passedtothebedroomwhereshe

changedherclothesandcheckedon



thegirls,theywereasleeptoothen

shetookashowerandwenttothe

kitchenwrappedinatowel...

Aatilewokeupasshewalkedbackin

takingabite,sheleanedoverand

kissedhim...

Aatile:Hey

Lolo:Hi...thefoodisdelicious

Aatile:Mayaisthewhocooked...

(grabbedJunior)Ngwanakeotaa

bolawakevideo-game

Lolo:Leavehimketamorobatsa



Aatile:It'sokayandheisheavy...

HeliftedJuniorupandwalkedtothe

bedroomasLolofinishedeatingand

receivedacall...

Lolo:Hello?

Didi:Hi,didn'tyouknockoffthene

mmasoyoucandropmeoffatthe

bar?Ihaven'tpaidthetaxithismonth

sokepalelwakegommitsa

Lolo:Noproblem,wewilldropyouoff

gakehetsagoja

Didi:Bye



ShehungupasAatilewalkedbackin

takingoffhisvestthenheleaned

overkissingher...

Aatile:Ihateitwhenyou'reworking

nightshiftsandcominghomelate.

Lolo:Waitressingisbetterthan

sittinghomedoingnothing

Aatile:Butit'snotlikeyou

desperatelyneedthatjobespecially

becauseitdoesn'tpayasmuchasa

realjobwouldpay.

Lolo:(rubbedhisheadandkissed

him)Don'tstart...Let'sgodropoff



Didi'shotdogstandatthebar

Aatile:Alright

Hekissedherandputonhist-shirt...

Atmyhouse....

Laterthatnightipushedtheboxof

foodasideandputthechakalakapot

insideasZanesatonthebedeating...

Zane:I'mfullmama

Me:Thanksbabyputitoverthere...



Heputonthetableandlaiddown

closinghiseyes,meanwhileifoldeda

polarfleeceblanketforhimandputit

inthebagthendressedhimashe

wassleeping,iputhiminjeansand

hardbootsthenajackeasLolo

parkedoutside...

Shewalkedinandcarriedmybagas

Aatileliftedthebigheavyboxandthe

gasstovewhileicarriedZaneonmy

shoulders...

Atthebar.....



Minuteslatertheydroppedmeoff

anddroveoff,Ifoldedablanketand

laidZanenexttomychairtheni

switchedthestoveonandlaidsteaks

andt-bonesonthehotplate...

Itwaspuredarkandihadtolight

withmyphoneforpeopletosee

whichpieceofmeattheywanted.

Therewerrthreeofussellingfood

outsidethebarbutthequeueswere

longerthananything...

Drunkard:(holdingblacklabel)



MmagweZane?Whyareyousolate?

Youknowionlyeatyourfood

Me:Sorryihaddelays.Ibileyou

forgotyourchangeyesterday

Drunkard:Keepitiwastoodrunk...

(handedoutP50)Givemeaplate

Man2:Okaemfananyana?

Me:Orobetseha

Man2:Givemepapaletbone,omphe

morogoesengchakalaka

Me:Okay...

Iputthephoneonmymouthand

served,hourspassedasistoodthere



sellingtomylovelylouddrunk

customers,iwasexhaustedbutthe

moneymotivatedme,Iwasplanning

tofindZaneapreschoolbecausehe

wastoooldtobehomeandhewas

sufferingthemostspendinghoursat

thesalonbreathingdirtyhairand

lyingundermychairwhileIsoldfood

atbars...

MygoalforthatmonthwasP1,400,

600forschoolfees,300forhislunch

boxsnackandhiringataxitodrop

himoffatschool...



Thewomansellingnexttomebent

overgettingdisposablesandfrowned

thenshelitunderthemychair...

Her:HeelaDidiZeeokae?

Ihandedthecustomerhisplateand

lookedaroundbuthewasn'tthere...

Me:{panicking)Zane?

Ipacedaroundlightingwithatorch

andcallinghim,othercompassionate

peoplestoppedbuyingandand



joinedmecallinghim....

Man:Justcallthepolicesotheycan

helpuslookforhimkoloiyamaSSG

elebonelelebogalegore,theywill

findhimquicker..

Itookoutmyphoneandcalledthe

police...

Voice:MaunPolicestation-

Me:Hi,ilostmysonatthebar...I

was...Iwasselling-

Voice:Ma'amtakeadeepbreathand



talkslowly...IshisnameZane?

Me:Yes,why?

Voice:Someonebroughtalittleboy

herebecausehewascrossingthe

roadandhealmosthithim.

Ihungupandrantowardsataxi...

Atthepolicestation....

MinuteslaterIpaidthetaxiandran

intothepolicestation,Zanewas

sittingonapoliceofficer'slapplaying

gameswithhisphone,tearsfilledmy



eyesasiapproached.

Zanesliddownandrantowardsme

theniwentdownononekneeand

huggedhimastearsfelldown...

Me:Zanewheredidyougo?Whydid

youleave?(shakinglyinspectinghim

allover)Whathappened?

Zane:Iwenttopeeandicouldn'tfind

you

Ikissedhimandstoodupcarrying

himasthepoliceofficerwalkedover



andquietlylookedatmefora

moment..

Him:Whywouldyougotoabarwith

a4yearold?Howirresponsibleis

that?Childnegligenceisaserious

offencethatcanlandyouinjail,do

youknowthat?

Me:Youwouldn'tunderstand

Him:Tryme

Me:Ihavetomakemoneyandno

onecanbabysithimbutican'tlock

himinthehouseandgowork,Ialso

can'tstayhomeandgoaround

beggingforfoodwhenGodgaveme



hands.I'mtryingtomakeenough

moneytosendhimtoschoolandits

noteasy...iamasingleparent,hehas

beencomingwithmeforalmosta

yearnowandIneverlosthim,itsonly

nowthatheaftergoingtopeehe

couldn'tfindhiswaybacktothe

standanditsprobablybecausecars

lithimorsomething

Him:Ihearyoubuttherehastobe

anotheroptionordoanother

businessthatcanbedoneduringthe

daywhereitssafeforhim.

Me:Thisiswhathelpsmepaythe

rent,sellingfoodmakesenough

money.



Him:Let'sgetinside....

Ifollowedtheofficerinsideandsat

downrubbingZane'sheadashe

playedwiththeofficer'sphone.

Heopenedabookandscribbled

somethingthenheleanedbackand

lookedatme...

Him:I'msorrythatyou'redoingitall

alone,mymotherdiditwithmy

siblingsandi.Rightnowsheisliving

likearichwomanbecauseweall

sendhermoneyeachmonth,sheis



ourhero.Iwasoncelostinthebush

becausemymotherwasgetting

moretwawhichshesoldatthebus

rankjusttofeedus.Iunderstand

whatyouaregoingthrough

Me:(tearfully)Thankyou...

Him:Whereishisfather?

Me:He..(iblockedZane'sears)Heis

dead...

Him:I'msorry..

Me:It'sokay

Him:(sighed)Um...Wedon'thave

cars,they'realloutonnightpatrol,we

shouldbetakingyouhome.



Me:I'llwaitforataxioutside.

Him:PleasetakecareofhimOK

Me:I'lldothat..

Igotupandwalkedoutintothedark,

Itwasalmostmidnightandididn't

feelsafewaitingonthesideofthe

roadwithZaneonmyshoulder.

Therewasnomovementofcarsand

Isighedwaitingthentheofficer

walkedover,inoticedZanewas

playingwithhisphone...



Me:Givebackthephonebabe,gape

otampolaisamagodu..

Iwalkedbackmeetinghimhalfway

andhandeditback...

Me:Sorry,iforgottogiveitback

Him:Iactuallydidn'tcomeforit,i

totallyforgotaboutitijustaskedmy

bosstoexcusemeforthenight.Can

idriveyouhome?It'sreallydarkout

here..

Me:Thanks



Wegotinthecarandthenhehanded

himthephoneagainanddroveoff.

Him:Wheredoyoustay?

Me:Ihavetogetmyfoodstandfirst

Him:Ohyeah,OK...

Wepassedbythebarandgotmy

thingsthenwedrovehome..

Atmyhouse....

Hehelpedmeputthingsonthestoop

asistruggledtofindthekeyinmy



handbag..

Him:It'sdark,getinthecarand

searchyourbagrelaxed,I'mnotina

hurry...

Webothgotbackinside,hesatinthe

backandputZaneonhislapasthey

bothplayedthegameanddidhigh

fives...

Zane:Iwon

Him:(laughed)Ithinkyoucheated

me



Zane:Letmeplayagainandshow

you...

Helaidbackontheofficer'schest

holdingupthephoneandputhisfeet

upontheseatputtingdustonthe

seats,iquicklymovedhisfeetand

thoroughlydustedtheseat...

Me:Don'tstepontheseats...

Him:Ahlesangwanathe...(he

removedZane'sshoesandputhis

feetbackuptheseat)Nicemove...

Getthenewarmour

Zane:Igotit!



Him:Nicccce!

Ifinallyfoundthekeysandsighedin

relief...

Me:Ifoundthem..

Him:Emapeleahetsegameya

gagwe

Me:Ok

Isighedlookingatthemlaughing

facingthescreen...

Me:Howmanykidsdoyouhave?



Him:None,Ihavenephews

Me:You'regoodwithkids

Him:Thanks,bythewaymynameis

Arona

Me:(shookhands)Nicetomeetyou

Arona:(smiledlookinginmyeyes)

Nicetomeetyoutoo...(putZaneon

hisshouldercomeonbuddy,timeto

getinside...

Wewalkedtowardsthedoorasa

coldbreezewhippedus,iwalkedin

withbagsthenAronaputZaneonthe

bedandhelpedmeputtherestofthe

thingsinside.



Arona:(laughed)Thewayyou're

beautifulonewouldneversuspect

youstayina1room

Me:(laughed)Don'tstartwithme

Arona:Lifegaenamaitseoehumbler

lebobeautifultota

Me:(laughed)That'senough,you

needtoleave..

Arona:(laughed)Butit'sabeautiful

largeroom,iloveit.

Me:Thanks...

HeslowlygothisphonefromZane



andsmiledathimastheyfist

bumped...

Arona:I'llborrowyouthephone

tomorrowokay

Zane:Okay...canmymamaandme

cometothepoliceandsothatican

playthatgameandeatthepizzayou

bought?

Arona:Definitely,anytimeyouwant

pizzaorthegameletmommyknow

andcomegetthem.Tellmommyto

askforRon

Zane:Okay,seeyoutomorrow

Me:Lediradiappointmentlesa



mpotsaijag

Arona:(laughed)Akereoneodiilwe

kemadironarebonder,oratamadi

mothokewenakanasaleZaneatile

andhesaidhismother'snameis

mama..(webothlaughed)Wehavea

lottoworkonmeandhim,at4he

shouldknowhisfullnamesandyours

by5heshouldknowyourcellnumber.

Me:Ithoughtheistooyoung

Arona:Heisabigboy,challenge

him...

Iwalkedhimtothedoorandsmiled

lookinginhiseyes,ihadneverhada



chancetoadmireamanthroughout

mystrugglesandhustlingbuthewas

adorable.Icouldtellhefelt

somethingtowardsmebuthewasn't

theforwardtypethoughhissmile

andtheconstanteyecontacthegave

mesaiditall...

Me:Thanksforeverything

Alone:Sure,anytime...

Wehuggedthenheslowlyletgoas

welookedatoneanother,heleaned

overandbabykissedmeonthelips

asIswallowedshyly,hestepped



backandsighedtakingouthiscar

keys.

Alone:Lockthedoor

Me:Bye...

Hegotinthecarthenilockedthe

doorandwavedstandingatthe

windowashehonkedanddroveoff.

Iturnedaroundandsighedwithabig

monkeysmilewhichdisappeared

wheninoticedZaneforgothisshoes

inthecarordidheintentionallyleave



Zane'sshoessohecouldhavean

excusetocallmeinthemorning,

whicheveritwasihadbutterfliesin

mystomachjustthinkingabout

him......

Don'tforgettoliketheinserts.

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atmyhouse...

ThenextmorningifedZanesoft

porridgeaswewatchedNinjaTurtles,

havingaboytaughtmetolove

cartoonsineverthoughtI'llever

watchandikneweachcartoons's

name.Iwatcheddinosaursand

monstertrucksbecausethat'swhat

heloved.



Mymothercalledandstaredatthe

screensurprised,ithadbeenalmost

ayearsincewetalkedandonly

becauseigottiredofcallingwhilei

wasnevercalledbackyeteachtime

Blessingvisitedshewouldget

unnecessarycallsfromherjust

checkingonher.

Me:Hello?

Her:Hellomygirl.(ialreadyknewshe

wantedsomethingfrommebutI

wonderedwhatexactlybecauseihad

nomoney)Howareyou?



Me:I'mfine

Her:HowisZane?Hisgrandmother

wasjusthere.(iknewit)Sheissuch

alovelywoman,sheevengaveus

madiaseshaboandgavemeP1,500

forZane'snecessities.

Me:Idon'twanthermoney,returnit

Her:Returnithow?Ialreadyspent

P900

Me:(angrily)Wenaelegoremadia

ngwanaoneoaneetswekemang?

Wasityoursorhis?Whydidyou

spenditwithoutaskingme?

Her:Whydoyoucare?Akerewareke

abuse?



Me:Idon'twantitbutyoushouldn't

havespentitbecauseiwantedherto

getbackhermoneyandseethatI

wantnothingtodowithher.The

entirefamilyhatedmeandblamed

meforLore'sdeathandnowI'm

startingtobelieveLorethathewas

neverlovedenough,allalonghis

motherknewthatiwaswithLore's

sonbutneverbothered,nowthatshe

thinksZanelookslikeKenhecomes

withallthemoneyintheworld?No.

Returnthemoneyandtellherididn't

touchhermoney.

Her:Theywanttotakehim,ieven

toldthemtowaitforourresponse



Me:Takehimwhere?

Her:Hehastoknowhisfamily

Me:Hrdoesn'thaveafamily,tell

themirefusedwithmyson.

Her:Didikana-

Me:Mxm

IhungupandleanedbackasZane

watchedTVthenitrangagain...

Me:Itoldyouidon'twantanythingto

dowiththosepeople!

Arona:Whichpeople?

Me:God...I'msorry,ithoughtyou



weresomeelse

Arona:Zeeokae?ibroughthis

shoes....I'moutside,tellhimtocome

getthem...

Me:(movedthecurtains)Sheehhae

bonang,soyoujustshowup?

Arona:(laughed)KetilekogoZee

esengwenakanaakeitsecomplainer

engbecausegakeagobitsa.

Me:(laughed)Mxm

Ihungupandputmyphonedown...

Me:Let'sgogetyourshoesfromthat



cop

Zane:(gotup)Theoneswiththe

phone?

Me:Yes

Heopenedthedoorandrantowards

thecarwhereRonwasleaning

againstthecarholdinghisshoes,he

liftedhimupandsmiled...

Arona:Heybuddy,what'sup?You

forgotyourshoes

Zane:thanks,caniborrowyour

phone??



Arona:Noproblem,idownloadedyou

moregameslastnight,doyouwant

togoforadrivewhileplayingwith

thephoneinthebackseat?

Zane:Yes

Arona:(puthimdown)Gotellmama...

Ismiledathimaswehuggedbriefly

andsteppedback,hesmellednice

andlookedabitdifferentfromwhen

hewasinhisuniform.Helookedway

betterthanthepreviousnight...

Me:Uhuobotokajangtsalaame

shem,lastnightididn'ttakeagood



lookatyou

Arona:Nnathemmakemonteke

gorebathobantebabaithaganetse,

ifyoureallytakeyourtimeyou'll

realisethatI'mactuallygoodlooking

Me:(webothlaughed)Ididn'tsayyou

shouldboast

Zane:Mamacanwegofora...(to

him)Whatdidyousayishouldsay?

Arona:(laughed)Me?(smiledand

lookedatme)Ididn'tsayanything..

Hewantedtogoforadrive

Me:(laughed)Ronnyweemyson

doesn'tknowanythingaboutgoing

foradrivebecausewedon'thavea



car

Arona:(smiled)..thisguyisnotloyal,

I'mtryingtostrikeadealwithhimto

trickhismomandhelet'soutthe

secret....(webothsmiled)Canwego

foradrive?

Me:I'llneedafewminutestoputon

make-upand-

Arona:Youlookverybeautifullike

that..

Me:Letmelockthedoorthen..

Ilockedthedoorandjumpedinthen

hedroveoff...



AtAatile'sHouse....

Lolofinishedputtingonmake-upand

sprayedherselfwithperfumeas

Juniorwalkedinandtriedtogeton

herlap...

Lolo:Aetherrayou'llmessmydress

wena...Gotodaddy...

Juniorjumpedonthebedand

crawledonthebedtohisfather's

chestasheleanedagainstthewall



andputtheirboyonthelaplookingat

her....

Aatile:Whereareyougoing?

Lolo:I'vejustbeencalledinbythe

manager,Idon'tknowwhy.Ihopeit's

forthepostIappliedfor.Whenifirst

appliedforthepostofawaitressI

didn'tputmydegreebecausethey

rejectdegreeholderssayingweare

overqualifiedsowhenaninternal

postcameoutiappliedwithmy

degreeandeveryonewasshocked.I

hopeheisnotcallingmetofireme..

Aatile:Ok...



Heobservedherasshepulleddown

hershortdressandputonher

shoes...

Aatile:Thatdressistooshortdon't

youthink?

Lolo:Really?Butilikeit..

Aatile:Hemightgetanidea

Lolo:Heshouldchangehismindset.

Peoplelikehimarethereasonweget

undressedatthemallforapparently

wearingshortskirts.

Aatile:ButbabelennahelaIdon't



wantothermentoseemywife's

thighs.

Lolo:Butican'twearmagubutha

keyatirong

Aatile:I'mnotsayingyoushouldwear

longskirtsbutabovethekneesis

okaykanawiththisskirtyoucan't

benddownbecauseyourpantieswill

showyou'reamarriedwomanthat

shouldcounttoo.Alittledignity

wouldn'thurt...Thisskirtonlycovers

butt,ihaveneverseenyoudressed

likethisbeforeandyouknowvery

wellinevercarewhatyouwearbut

thisoneiswaytooshort.Takeitoff



Lolo:ThisskirtisnewandIloveit

Aatile:(sighed)Tsamaaee...

Sherolledalipstickonherselfand

rubbedherlipstogetherthenshe

smiledabitcheckingoutherentire

prettyfaceasAatilelookedather,

somehowittookhimbacktothe

hospitalscenewhenshewore

lipstickafterthesupposed

miscarriage.

Aatile:Babewee?

Lolo:(turnedaroundlookingather

buttonthemirrorandfixedherskirt



properly)Mmh?

Aatile:Don'thurtme...(shelookedat

him)IreallyloveyouandI'mhappy

withus,idon'twantustogothrough

anythingdramatic.

Shewalkedoverandsatontheedge

ofthebedlookingathimasheheld

theirson...

Lolo:Iloveyoubabeokay,I'dnever

hurtyou,ever.I'mjustgoingtowork

thenI'llbeback.



Sheleanedoverandkissedhim,she

rubbedJunior'sheadanfgrabbedher

handbagonherwayout.Thedoor

shutandheclosedhiseyestakinga

deepbreathtryingtoconvince

himselftobelieveherstory..

Minuteslaterthegirlsknocked,he

respondedandtheywalkedinholding

abowlofdough...

Maya:Whereismama?Babyis

arguingwithmeagain

Baby:Weonlyuse2eggs,askher

Aatile:Sheisout,whatdoyouwant?



MaybeicanGoogleitforyou

Maya:wowokay,findusarecipefor

makingyellowcupcakes

Hesearcheditandhandedthemhis

phonethenJuniorfollowedthemout,

helaidbackdownrubbinghishead

frustratedlyandsighed.

Atthehotel....

Lolo'sheelsechoeddownthe

corridorassheknockedontheoffice

andwalkedin,TheCEOsmiledand



shookherhand...

CEO:Ididn'tknowwehadan

employeeofthisface,ishouldgo

downtherestaurantmoreoften,how

areyou?

Lolo:I'mfinesir,thankyou

CEO:PleasecallmeFriday,Siristoo

formal...I'dsayGapebutmywife

wouldkillme

Lolo:(laughed)Iunderstand..

Gape:(satdownandslidoveran

envelope)I'llneedyoutohavealook

atthatcontract,perhapsgiveittoa

friendandwhenyou'rereadytosign,



dosoandsubmititwithin3days.

Lolo:Thankyouverymuch

Gape:That'sall,thanks

Lolo:Thanksalot..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

withabigsmileassheopenedthe

envelope...

Lolo:(screamedandquicklylowered

hervoice)Awwwww.....Wow....

Shefannedherselfwithanenvelope

assheapproachedanunknown



individualwhomshehuggedand

showedthepapersto,theindividual

smiledatherproudlyandhugged

her...

Unknown:congratulations

Lolo:Itsbeenyearskesabonea

properjob...(tearfully)ineverthought

thiswouldeverhappen...

Unknown:Wanttocelebratebefore

goinghome?

Lolo:Yesdefinitely,andican'tbe

long.HewaskindofedgywhenIleft

Unknown:Don'tworryaboutit,we

won'tbelong..



Theygotinthecaranddroveoff....

AtArona'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonifollowedArona

aswewalkedupthestairstohis

houseonthesecondfloorwhilehe

carriedZane...

Me:Iwouldn'tsurvivehere,stairs

everyday?No

Arona:It'sjustthesecondfloorcome

on...



Heunlockedthedoorasiheldmy

kneestakingdeepbreaths,Zane

smileduponhischestandlaughed

atme...

Zane:Mamalookstired...Ithink

you'reabouttodragyourtongueon

thefloorlikeTomwhenJerrychased

him...

Me:ZaneI'mgoingtopinchyou

Wealllaughedandwalkedinhis

house,heclosedthedoorandput

Zanedowntheniapproachedthe



picturesontheframes.Therewasa

blackandwhitepictureofhimwith

histwosiblings,motherandfather.

Hewasthemiddlechild...Onthe

otherpicturewashisbigbrotherand

hiswifetogetherwiththeirchildren,

hislittlesisterwasalsomarriedwith

kids.

Me:You'retheonlyonewhoisn't

married,why?

Arona:Iwasthefirstonetomarry

butigotdivorcedafter7yearsofhell

inmymarriage.

Me:Ididn'tknowyouweremarried,



whydidyoudivorce?

Arona:Um...(tookadeepbreath)Can

wehaveaseat?

Me:Ok...

HeswitchedtheTVonandput

cartonsthenhegrabbedmyhand

andledmetothebedroomwherewe

satonthebedfacingoneanother.

Arona:Iwasdiagnosedwith

Testicularcancerayearaftergetting

marriedandiwastreated,iwent

throughtheoperationofwhichthe

testeswereremoved,Iwentthrough



radiationamdfinallytook

chemotherapywhichprettymuch

endedmyjourneywithcancerbutit

broughtinfertility,iwillneverhave

childrenofmyown,itwasn'teasy

andwhenmywifemysteriouslyfell

pregnantIthoughticouldhandleit.I

forgaveherandwewentfor

counselling.Wewerrokayandi

supportedthebabybutthefather

starteddemandingthebaby,itwas

stressfulandipleadedwithhimto

distancehimselffrommyfamily,

whilebusytryingtoputmyfamily

togethermywifefellpregnantagain

fromthesamemanandhedidn't



respectme.IrealisedthatI'deither

killmyselfwithaheartattackorhang

myselfifididn'tleavethatmarriage.I

filedfordivorceanditwasgranted,3

monthslatershemarriedher

children'sfather,itwaslikehellfor

me.Iwashurtbeyondexplanation

butasyearswentbyiacceptedmy

conditionandkepttellingwomeni

dateaboutit.Mostofthemleaveso

I'mgoingtogiveyouachanceto

leavetoobeforeifalltoodeep

becauseiknowitshardtostaywitha

manlikemewhocan'tdothemain

thingarealmanshouldbedoing.I

lovechildrenandandthereisnothing



nothingIwantmorethantoheara

childcallmepapaordaddy,...(smiled

shakinghisheadandsighed)Itwould

benice

Me:I'msorryaboutwhatyouwent

through,idon'tevenknowwhata

testicularcancerisbutiknowiwon't

leaveyoujustbecauseyoucan'thave

kids,you'reagoodfather....You'rea

natural,Zanedoesn'tjustplaywith

strangersbutwenahehasn'tbeen

withyouforlongibileheisallover

you.

Arona:(smiledlookinginmyeyes)I

loveyouandyourson,canwebe

together?Iknowraisingachildisn't



easybutiwanttolearnhowtobea

dad,iwantyouandhim....Thewhole

package...Iknowforhimitwilltake

adjustingbutialreadyloveour

friendship.Heismyboy...

Me:Iguesswecangiveitatry,cani

confesssomething?

Arona:Yeah

Me:Ihaven'tbeeninarelationship

sincemysonwasbornsoidon't

knowwhatfathersdoeither

Arona:Iguesswewillseehowit

goes,ilovehowhonestyou're.Ifwe

startourrelationshipwiththis

amountofhonestywearenotgoing



tobefightorbreakupforchildish

things.

Me:You'regoingtobeagoodfather,

Iwishihadmetyouwheniwas

pregnant.Itwashardforme

Arona:ThereisareasonGodkeptus

apartuntilnow...Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Heleanedoverandkissedmethen

hepulledmeup...

Arona:Let'sgocooksomething,I'm

sureZeeishungryhehasbeen



eatingsnacksallday

Me:true.....

Wewenttothekitchen....

Atmyhouse.....

LaterthatafternoonMaDaniel

parkedinfrontoftheyardthenKen

steppedoutholdingZane'sblurry

pic...

MaDaniel:Canyouatleastgohome

andwashbeforeyouseehim?



Ken:Ihavetoseehim...Idon't

believethispicture...Ihavetoseeit

withmyowneyes.I'llcomebath,i

thinkicanstillfindmywayhome...

MaDaniel:Ok

ShedroveoffthenKenwalkedinand

satonthestoopstillstaringatZane's

picture....

LateronAronadrovethroughthe

gateandparkedinfrontofthehouse

asKenslowlystoodup...



Arona:Whoisthat?

Me:Mylatebabydaddy'sbrother,he

hasbeeninprisoniguessheisout.

Arona:Okay...

WesteppedoutthenAronalifted

Zanefromthebackandclosedthe

doorasigotourphonesandlocked

thedoors.Kenswallowedlookingat

Zaneindisbelief...

Me:Hello,canihelpyou?

HelookedatAronaandZaneasthey



laughedpressingthephonethen

Aronagreetedhimandwalkedinside

thehouse,Iclosedthedoorand

foldedmyarmsangrilylookingat

him...

Me:Whatdowant?

Ken:Heissogrown..Ican'tbelievei

haveakid

Me:Youdon'thaveakidwithme...

I'mdonewithyouKen,you'rea

closedchapterinmylife,youwere

sureitwasn'tyourchildandi

sufferedforfiveyears,FIVE....You

don'tgettowalkbackinmylifeand



claimapriceyouneverwon.Please

leavemyhouse,thegentlemanwho

justwalkedinhereisapoliceofficer

andifyoutroublemehewillmake

sureyouunderstandwhocallsthe

shotaroundhere,itsnot6yearsyet

soiassumeyou'reonsomekindof

paroleorwhatevertheycallitdon't

makemereportyouforsomething

thatwillsendyoubacktojail.Bye

please...

Kenstaredinmyeyesandquietly

walkedaway.....



LIKEandCOMMENt.

*

*

*

*

*

[9/3,11:50PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴64

AttheDaniel's....

ThenextmorningKenfollowedhis



usualroutine,hecleanedhisroom

andmadehisbed,hefixeditexactly

howhedidinprisonthenhewent

outsideandcleanedtheyard...

After2hoursofrakingandburning

garbagehereturnedtothehouseand

everyonewasstillasleep,hecouldn't

understandwhytheywouldsleepfor

solongthenhegrabbedhishouse

keysandknockedonhisparent's

room.

Her:Kemang?

Ken:KeOfana,I'mgoingtomyhouse



Hisfather:Waitforme.

Hewaitedoutsideleaningagainstthe

wallasthesweetmorningsunshine

warmedhisskinthenhisfather

walkedoverfixinghisJersey..

Him:Let'sgo,I'lldropyouhome

Hequietlyjoinedhisfatherinthecar

andtheydroveoffashethoughtfully

lookedoutsidethewindowobserving

allthenewdevelopmentsthattook

placeforthepast5yearshewasin

prison.



Daniel:(handedhimacigarette)Do

youwantone?

Ken:(shookhishead)No...Ihaven't

smokedinfiveyears.

Daniel:That'sverygood,nowonder

yougainedsomuchweightand

muscle.

Ken:CanwetalkaboutZane?

Daniel:whatabouthim?

Ken:WhenifoundoutthatDidi

cheatediwashurtandLore

emphasiseditwashis,withwhati

wentthroughbeforeididn'twantto

behurtbysupportinganotherman's



childsoitoldDiditostopvisitingme

andalsobecauseDidikeamoitse,i

knewshewouldn'tbefaithfulfor6

years.Imadeallthesebadchoices

becauseiwashurt.Shechoseto

cheatonmewithmybrotherofall

people...(swallowedandbithislipfor

amomentbeforecontinuingtospeak)

Ididn'tthinkhewasminebutnowi

canseeheis...Iwantmyson,iwant

tobethereforhim.Willibewrongto

wanttobewithhim?Iacceptthat

Dididoesn'tlovemeandnowthati

won'tbesellingdrugsshewon'twant

mebecauseI'mbrokebutcan'tihave

myson?



Daniel:You'renotwrongtowantyour

sonbutifshewon'tallowyoutosee

himtakeittocourt,theywillordera

DNAtestifshesaysitsnotyours

thenyou'llgetequalvisitations.

Ken:Idon'twanttotakehertocourt,

itwillseemlikeI'mharassingher.I

respectthatshediditalonefor5

yearsandiwanthertoletmesee

himinpeace,idon'twantZaneinthe

middleofacustodybattlekanake

lesehelaDidiatsweleleleboyfriend

yagagwebecauseZanedoesn't

knowmeandheishappy?MaybeI'm

beingselfish..

Daniel:Dididoesn'tseehowshe



contributedtothisandshedoesn't

evenbelieveyou'reavictimofher

actions,hadshenotsleptwith

brotherswewouldn'tbehere.That

sheshouldadmitandgiveyoua

chancetoseeyourson.(handedhim

hiswallet)Yourmotheraskedmeto

giveyouthis...Yourbankcardsare

uptodatebutyourdriver'slicense

hasexpiredwhichmeansyouhaveto

getanewlicense.Wesoldyourcars

becausetheywerebeingstolen,all

themoneyhasbeendepositedin

youraccount.Theonlycarweleft

wasyoursandiparkeditinyour

garage.Ihadtodriveitatleastonce



inawhilejusttokeepitalive,takeit

forservice.

Ken:Thanks....

Minuteslaterhisfatherdroppedhim

offandrolleddownthewindow

lookingatKen,hewasclearly

depressedandheknewlifewasn't

goingtobeeasyforhissonbuthe

wasgladhewasfinallyoutofprison.

Daniel:Gobuyacellphoneandcall

meeverytimeyouneedtotalkto

someone,itwon'tbeeasygetting

yourlifebackintrackbutI'mherefor



you.

Ken:Thanks

HedroveoffthenKenwalkedinhis

houseforthefirsttimesincethe

incident.

(((((((((Lore:I'dneverdothattoyou

knowingwhatyoubeenthrough.

Bloodisthickerthanwater

Lore:Sheiscarryingmychild,howis

that?))))))

Hestillcouldn'tunderstandwhathe



didwrongthatdrovehertocheatand

knowingwhatandwheretheycould

bedrovehiminsane.…

AtAatile'sHouse...

Aatilewalkedinthebedroomwitha

trayofbreakfastinbedandhanded

Loloasshegotupandsmiledsitting

properly...

Lolo:Thankyou

Aatile:congratulations...Whenarewe

hiringamaid?I'mtiredofbeingstuck



homewiththechildren.

Lolo:I'llstartlooking

Aatile:Atleastnowyou'llbehomeat

5,iwasbeginningtoworryaboutus.

You'rehappywithmeright?

Lolo:YesI'mhappy,why?

Aatile:Ijustwanttomakesurethat

I'mdoingeverythingright.

Lolo:You're...(smiled)Canienjoymy

breakfast?

Aatile:Sure...

Helookedatherforaminuteand

walkedout.Hecouldn'tputhisfinger



onitbutheknewsomethingwas

gettingherattentionandthistimehe

wasn'tgoingtocry,hejustwantedto

besureabouthissuspicionsbefore

hecoulddoanythingaboutit....

Atthesalon....

Itwasaneasymorningatthesalon,

veryfewladiesweredoingtheirhair

andmostbarberswerejustsitting

watchingthegameuponthescreen

whileididmyclient'snails...

Zanegotdownthechairandputmy



phoneonthecharger..

Me:Isitoff?

Zane:Yeah

Hegrabbedhistoycaranddroveit

aroundthenifaceddownand

continueddoingnailsasanother

clientwalkedin.

Hisvoicecaughtmyattentionashe

spoketothebarber,itwasKenandI

wonderedifmaybehismothertold

himIworkedtherebutfromthetone



ofhisvoiceheprobablyturnedtothe

salonbecauseitwasclosertothe

parkinglot.

Thebarberputtheclotharoundhim

andbegunshavinghimasthey

chatted,wellthebarberdidthe

talkingwhilehejustlistenedlaidback.

Iwantedtostandupandleavebefore

hecouldseemebutiknewifIstood

hewouldseemesoilaidlow...

Zanewalkedinandreachedforthe

othercarjustinfrontofKenandhe

lookedathim,itwashisboynodoubt.



Kenturnedaroundwonderingwhohe

waswiththenZanesupported

himselfwithhisthighandgotthe

othercar...

Barber:Zeegetawayfromthehair...

KanteDidineesegoreommatela

preschool?Ngwanayoojameriri

everydaygagohealthy

Me:Zanecomehere...Gositover

there

HesatdownthenKenlookedatme

andfacedthemirrorquietly.



Assoonashewasdonehewalked

overtome...

Ken:(loweredhisvoice)Canwetalk?

Me:I'mbusy

Ken:Please

IfollowedhimoutsideasZaneran

behindmeandgrabbedmyfinger

thenwestoodontheothersideof

thebuildingasKenstaredinmyeyes.

Hewasgoodlookingwithafreshcut



andhislipswerelightbrown,hisson

cameoutjustlikehim.

Ken:Hi...

Me:Hi

Ken:I'msorryfordoubtingyou,i

guessiwasstillhurtaboutwhatyou

andmybrotherdidtome.Partofme

actuallybelievedIwasinfertile.Ilove

youandfindingoutthatmybrother

sleptwithyouhurtme,itstillhurtsto

thisday.Ithoughtidideverything

rightandithoughtyouwerehappy

withme,ididn'tthinkyou'dlustfor

mybrother.Iwaslookingforwardto



thewedding,everyoneknewiwas

abouttogetmarriedevennowIstill

feellikepeoplearethinkingI'mstupid.

Iwalkaroundwithmyheaddown

becauseofeverythingthathappened

betweenyoutwo.Iadmitthatmy

responsetothewholethingwas

wrongandiregretstabbingLore,i

shouldhavewalkedawayandletyou

twobehappybutnowijustwantmy

son.Iwanthimtoknowhisfather,he

isaDaniel.

Iswallowedlookingathimthen

Aronaapproached...



Arona:Hey...Theysaidyoucamethis

side

Zanesmiledandrantohimthenhe

handedhimthephoneashelifted

himandputhisarmaroundme,he

lookedatKenandkissedme...

Arona:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yes...

Arona:(tohim)Goodafternoon

Ken:Hello...



Therewasanawkwardmomentas

theylookedatoneanotherandback

tome....

Me:(toRon)Givemeaminute..

HewalkedawaywithZanethenKen

staredinmyeyes,hisAdam'sapple

movedasheswallowedhardand

leanedagainstthewallfoldinghis

arms...

Ken:Doyoulovehim?

Me:Yes



Ken:Doistandachance?

Me:NoandI'dappreciateitifyou

stayedawayfrommeandZane.

Ken:Ihavechanged,idon'tsmoke

andI'mgoingtomakeanhonest

living.Nomoregunsandpowders,I'll

bethebestfatherZanecaneverhave.

Kekopagoreregodisengwanawa

ronammogoandifI'mslacking

somewhereyou'llletmeknowandI'll

fixmyself.Ihaveastartupcapital

andidon'twanttotouchthismoney

alone.IwantyoutoandZanetobe

there.I'msorrythat...I'msorrythati

wastoobusy,maybethat'swhat

madeyouseekcomfortinmybrother



anditakefullblameforthat.Ifi

wasn'touttheremaybeyouwouldn't

havehadareasontolookelsewhere,

ifyougivemeanotherchanceiwon't

stopgivingyoumyfullattention.

(heldmyhandandlickedhislips)I'm

sorryforeverything,I'msorryfor

scaringyouI'msorrythatyouhadto

doitonyourownbecauseiwasin

prison.Forgiveme...(hefrownedand

anatearrandownhisnose)I'msorry

youhavetodonailsandsellfoodjust

tofeedmysonbecauseididn'ttake

responsibilityformyactions.I'm

sorrythatyouhadtoloveanother

manbecauseiwasn'tmanenough.



Heslowlykneltandhuggedme

kneelingwithhisforeheadonmy

tummyandilookedaroundtoseeif

anyonewaspassingby...

Ken:Pleasetakemeback,idon't

wanttoseeyouloveanothermanI'd

ratherdiethanseeyouinanother's

arms.Pleasedon'tbreakmyheart,i

loveyou...Webothmademistakes

butoutofthosecameoutZane,for

hissakelet'stryagainandseewhere

itgoes.



Aronawalkedbackaloneandpaused

lookingatKenonhisknees,Ken

stoodupandsecretlyrubbedhis

eyesgivinghimhisbackthenArona

walkedoverandhuggedmefrom

behind...

Arona:HeyBbe...What'sgoingon?

Me:Iwas...

Ken:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

Arona:Canwetalk?



Ken:Sure

KenstoppedthenAronaapproached

himandtheytalkedbriefly,Ken

punchedhimonthefaceandhefell

onhisbackthenhestompedonhis

chesttwiceandwalkedaway...

*

*

*

*

*

Tomorrowiwon'tbepunctual

becausethereissomethingI'llbe



doingthatneedsmyfullattention,

barewithmeduringthattime.

Thanksforyoursupport,don'tforget

toLikeandleaveusacomment

bellow.

.

[9/3,11:51PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴65

Atthesaloon...

IranoverasAronagotupanddusted

himselfthenhetookouthisphone



anddialedhisworkmate...

Me:areyouok?Whathappened?

Arona:(talkingtothephone)Yeah,le

patrolkae?Canyoudrivebythemall

Me:Hangupthephone...(he

continuedtalking)Arona?

Isnatchedthephoneandhungup...

Me:Whathappened?

Arona:Hepunchedme,didn'tyousee

that?

Me:IknowwhatisawbutKenisnot



thatkind,he'dneverhitsomeone

unlesshewasprovoked.

Arona:Isthathowyoujustifythescar

onyourthigh?Thatitwasyour

fault?...Itsfunnyhowwomenalways

findwaystojustifyviolentmen.

What'sgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

Me:Canyoupleasecalmdown

becauseyoudon'tknowhowigot

thisscar...(iglancedatpeopleas

theypassedby)canwegotalkinthe

car?

Arona:Zaneisinthesalon

Me:I'llgethim,gowaitinthecarand

pleasedon'tmakeanycalls



Igavehimthephoneandweparted...

InKen'scar....

Meanwhileheclosedthedoorand

leanedbackrubbinghisfacethenhe

grabbedabottleofwateranddrunk

tocalmdown,ithappenedsofasthe

couldn'tbelievehejustdidthatand

nowhebadlywishedhecouldhave

justwalkedaway...hehadjust

violatedoneofhisparoleconditions

andthatwasapoliceofficer...with

thepowertomakesuretheysenthim



backtojail.Hewouldsurelylosehis

sonandanychanceofseeinghis

girl.....

Hetookadeepbreathandstepped

outofthethecar.....

InArona'scar....

IgotinwithZaneandclosedthedoor

ashedustedKen'sshoeprintonhis

shirt...

Me:whatwereyoutwotalkingabout?



Arona:Iaskedhimtostayawayfrom

youandhetoldmeZaneishis,how

trueisthat?

Me:Sowhydidhepunchyou?

Arona:IsheZane'sfather?

Me:Soyou'renotgoingtotellme

exactlywhatyousaidtohim?

Arona:Ishethefather?

Me:whatdidyousaytohim?

Therewasasoftknockonthe

driver'swindowandRonrolleddown

thewindowasKensincerelystood

outside...



Ken:Icamebacktoapologise,I'm

sorryforthatpunchandthekick.

Arona:Kicks

Ken:Kicks,IamonparoleandI'd

appreciateityoucouldletthisslide.I

apologise,I'msorry

Arona:It'sfine

Ken:(sincerelylookingatme)I'm

sorryyouhadtoseethat...It

happenedsofastan-

Arona:Isaidit'sfineunlessyouwant

metochangemymind?

Ken:(gavehimahandforashake)



Thankyoulettingitslide

AronaignoredhishandthenKen

rubbedhishandstogetherlookingat

Zaneandquietlywalkedaway.Itilted

themirrorandwatchedhimgetinthe

carthendriveoff....

Me:Whatdidyousaytohim?

Arona:Ialreadytoldyou,whenare

yougoingtotellmeaboutthisguy?

Me:Heisthefather

Arona:Doyouwanthimback?

Me:Nobuthewantstobecloseto



hisson.

Arona:Isheagoodperson?Ishebthe

fatherfigureyouwantforZane?I'm

goingtoopenallhiscasefilesand

seewhatheisallabout,howcome

youhidthisfromme?

Me:Becauseitsalongstory,ijust

wantedtomoveonwithmylife.

Arona:Ireallythoughtwewouldhave

abitofhonesty,howamisupposed

totrustyou?

Me:I'msorry

Arona:Doyoulovehim?Behonest

withme,iwouldn'tbesurprised

Me:Welovedeachotherbeforehe



triedtokillme

Arona:Doyouwanthimorme?Just

letmeknowwhat'snexthaelego

ithobogakeithoboge.

Me:Idon'twanthim,canwestop

discussingthisandtalkabout

somethingfun

Hesighedandjoinedtheroad...

AtMrFriday'sOffice....

LaterthatafternoonKenknocked

andwalkedinasFridaystoodupand



shookhishandthentheyshoulder

bumped...

Friday:Cheeseboy

Ken:(laughed)Waswabalaiteaka,

warengGape?

Gape:I'mgood...(smackedhis

biceps)Ojejilemonnakeeitsekee

tshephaprison,oneojamang?

Ken:(laughed)Osimolotseakere

Gape:(satonhischairandleaned

backcrossinghislegs)Wareng

laiteaka

Ken:(satdownandleanedback



slightlyswinginghischair)Kebata

advicethemonna...

Gape:Yaeng?

Ken:Ditwoactually,Idon'tknowif

youreadthewholestoryonthe

newspaperbutmybigbrotherslept

withmyfiancéeandifoundouta

weekbeforethewedding,iwas

crushedandshewaspregnant,he

saiditshis

Gape:(laughed)Gokanyelwamogo

nna...tabebantwaela

Ken:Ilostitandtookcareofthe

brotherandwhenitcametoherka

pelelwakegobolayangwanaole...I



wsbreakingdownbecausedeep

downididn'twanttoshootherbuti

wasangry.

Gape:Nnammemosadikeamo

shapahelantsekemorata,nkaboke

beditsegolonyanamookago

thothorabofebekadimpama

Ken:Icouldn'tkillherbuthereisthe

catch,istillloveheranditturnedout

thekidismine.5yearskelemo

prisonadaybeforeketswamy

mothershowsmehispictureandi

canseeitsmine...Koorekelebilega

onrhelakaremolekemorotowame

straight,thatismybloodibilegake

ngangeleope,shetriedbeautifulare



warekarethat'smysonso...Iwant

herbutshedoesn'twantmeandshe

hasapoliceboyfriendplusI'mon

parole,I'mwalkingoneggsshells

Gape:Ifyouwanthermoveonwith

yourlife

Ken:What?

Gape:Gofindabeautifulwoman,

evenifyoudon'tloveherit'stotally

fine.Findthatandfuckherevery

chanceyougetbutdon'timpregnate

her.Yourbabymamawillcomeback

toyou

Ken:Dudeareyoulisteningto

yourselfrightnow?



Gape:I'mtalkingfromexperience,

womendon'twantamannowoman

wants..Begawomanandyou'llnever

getrespected.Ifyoubegheronce

anditsnotenough,gofindawoman

beautifulandintelligentthanher....

Someoneshewillbeintimatedby

thenfuckthat,treatherlikeafucking

queenanddoeverythingarealman

issupposedtodo,showherwhatshe

lostinyou.Iguaranteeyouyourbaby

mamawillbebackwithyourson,pay

magadiandmarryyourgirl...There

yougo!Happiness

Ken:No,whatifshealsomoveson?

Gape:Shecanonlymoveonifshe



doesn'tloveyoukareleboyfriendya

gommora,babymamashavean

allergyforbabydaddy'sgirlfriends,

trustmeonthatbutnomatterwhat

don'timpregnatethenewgirl

becauseifyoudoitwillbealove

triangle,you'regoingtofallforthe

newgirlandlovethemboth.Andif

youlovebothofthemyouwon'tbe

happybecauseyou'regoingtowant

themtobeyoursandeachtimeone

ofthemtriestomoveonwagopeka,

you'regoingtoenduphurtingthem

andyourkidssoprotectionlaiteaka.

Ken:(sighed)Idon'tknowhowto

cheat



Gape:Ain'tyousingle?

Ken:AndI'mgoingtofeelbadfor

hurtingtheothergirlonceigetback

withDidi

Gape:Ifyoupickastrongfemaleshe

willbetheonetoleaveyouonceshe

startsfeelinglikeyou'recrushingon

thebabymama.

Ken:I'llthinkaboutitandtheother

oneisaboutinvesting,iwanttomake

cleanmoney...Howdidyouand

Khumostoptrading?Kanale

ntogeletsebusinessmonnakasala

kebolawakemadikesaconsidere

otheroptionsofmakingmoney



Gape:Bulacompany,howmuch

moneydoyouhave?

Ken:Ihaveenough

Gape:(openedhisshelf)Hereisalist

ofallpossiblebusinessonecanrun

inBotswanabutinMaunonecan

nevergowrongwithaccommodation

becauseoftourism.Accommodation

ortravellingandtourservices...But

themostimportantthinginbusiness

istodowhatyou'recomfortablewith,

dowhatyoulove

Ken:Isee...

Gape:(stoodup)Let'stakeawalkby

theRiverside...



Ken:(followedhim)Iwonderifthis

findinganotherwomanwillwork

becauseidon'tthinkicanbe

attractedtoanotherwoman

Gape:Aslongassheisbeautiful,

intelligentandhasanactualholeshe

isfine,fuckherreallygoodandwait

foryourbabymamatofuckitallup,

pretendtobeangryandfinallyget

herback,marryherandlivehappily

everafter,theend.Ifyoushowa

womanjusthowmuchshehas

controlofyourheartshewillfuckit

up,whoireallyloveismybusiness

andsecreteventhewomanilove

don'tnecessarilyhavetoknowI'dkill



myselfforher.Gapemonnadon't

showawomanyou'recompletely

faithfulotagonyatsablind,

Ken:(laughed)Wenaoheartless

kana

Gape:(laughed)Don'tbegthatlady,it

makesyoulookweakandtrustme

theydon'tfallforweak,otagogana

mosadioteomorapele.Moveono

taabonaaipuisalewena,haosa

mmategoatenaennababymama

dramabutifyouwantojamogopoo

tetse.Gofucksomebodybutdon't

fallinlove

Ken:Okay,wewillseehowitgoes



Theywalkedalongtheriverside

chattingandstoppedbythegolf

coursefencewatchingafewwhite

peopleplaying...Awaitress

approachedthemfrombehindwitha

trayofJackDanielle'sandtwo

glasses,theyturnedaroundand

grabbedtheglassesasshesmiled..

Her:Goodafternoonsir

Gape:Hello

Ken:Hi..

Her:Hi..Anythingelse?



Gape:Wegood

Shewalkedawayastheybothstared

atherbutt...

Gape:(sipped)What?

Ken:(laughedandsipped)What?

Gape:(turnedaroundandfacedthe

golfcourse)Sohowyoubeen?

Ken:(turnedtoo)Beenalright

Gape:Ifyoureallywanttopullthisoff

thefirstthingistoestablishyourself

financially,befinanciallystablethen

formarelationshipwithyourson,



onceyouhaveyoursonsheartfinda

beautifulintelligentwomanwhom

you'llparadewith,that'syourbaitfor

thecatch.Thefishwillcome

swimming,waitandstrikeattheright

time,beforeyouknowityou'llbea

marriedman...Andboydoesitfeel

awesometobemarried..

Ken:(laughed)I'llseehowitgoes...

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LateronAatilesatonthechairand

playfullythrewpaperballsinthebin,

TshepoandBayangalsoaimedfrom



theirseatsandscoredinthebin...

Tshepo:Didyouguysfindamaid?

Aatile:Yeahbutsheisnothomeyet

Bayang:Ihopesheisbeautifulsoyou

canfucktheshitoutofher

Tshepo:WitchcraftBay,Attiedon't

listentothisfool

Aatile:(laughed)Omaswemaidwa

teng...

Theylaughedashereceiveda

message...



Lolo:I'mleavingtheoffice,can'twait

toseeyou.Loveyou

Hepausedandrereadthemessage...

Aatile:Thismessageisn'tmine...

(gavetheguys)Isitmine?

Bayang:Youguysneverevenmeet

duringlunch

Tshepo:(laughed)Can'twaittosee

youkeenemathatalaiteaka,akerele

tsogilelothe?

AatilegrabbedTshepo'scarkeysand



thephonethenherushedout...

Aatile:Keeta,letmeseeificantail

her

Tshepo:(loudly)Themonnadon't

scratchmycarketshwarabanaka

yone

Bayang:Akoomoreshashakaclapa

thistimearound..

Thedoorslammed...

Tshepo:Weakass

Bayang:Tellmeaboutit,heisgoing



tocryandbeghertostopseeingthe

otherguy,whateverloveportionshe

gavehimisalutethatwitchdoctor...

AtKen'sMotor's....

Kenlaterwalkedintheemptyyard

andwalkedtowardstheoffice,some

windowswerebrokenbuttheburglar

barskepteverythingsafeinside.

Heunlockedandwalkedtowardshis

officewherehesighedlooking

around,theplacehadalotofgood

andbadmemoriesoneofwhichwas



hislastoffreedom5yearsbefore...

Hepulledthedustychairanddusted

itashesneezedthenhesatand

lookedataround,hecouldsee

himselfinanewrenovatedoffice

runningatotallydifferentcompany...

Ken:(stood)Zanethisoneisforyou

son...

HewalkedoutanddrovetoRegistry

ofcompanies...



AtLolo'sworkplace....

AwhilelaterTshepo'scarrolledin

justasLolodroveoutwithAatile's

cardistractedbyherphone,hemade

auturnandfollowedherasshe

dialedunknown'snumberwitha

smile...

Unknown:Babewam

Lolo:(laughed)Hey,didyougetmy

message?

Unknown:No,ibeenbusy.Ididn't

checkmymessages.



Lolo:I'mleavingtheoffice

Unknown:Metoo,theusualspot?

Lolo:Yeah..

Unknown:KFC,Wimpy,Nandos,

bimboskanamamcheshos?

Lolo:Mamcheshosloveandput

morogo

Unknown:Alright...

Shehungupandjoinedtheroad

turningupthemusicvolume.Her

phonerangandshepicked...

Lolo:Lovelove?



Didi:Hiyoudon'tbelievethis,Kenis

outonparoleandhecantellZaneis

his

Lolo:Ouch

Didi:HewantsustocarryonandI'm

temptedbutLoloKeniscrazy

Lolo:(laughed)I'veseenthatsideof

himthattime,thatmancankillbut

akerewarenothinghappened

betweenyouandLoresowhyareyou

scaredtotakehimback?Imeanyou

convincedmeyouneversleptwith

myboyfriendorwhateverLorewasto

me...Whyareyouworriedbecause

youdon'tcheat?



Me:Arewebacktothis?Isthiswhy

you'regivingmeqcoldshoulder

becauseyouhearthingsonthestreet?

Lolo:You'renotanhonestperson

dearbutit'sokay,therearethingsI'd

neveradmitaswell.Iforgiveyou

thoughitwillbelongbeforeIcan

trustyoulikebefore,I'mseeinga

patterninyourbehaviour

Me:Youmeanlikethepatternofyou

hurtingAttie?

Lolo:Santseomoratakante?

Me:Notreallyno,iloveyouandi

don'twanttoseeyougoingthrough

whatiwentthrough.Iknowcheating



issweet.…theforbiddensexissweet

andguyegochitiwangkayoneithela

ebetsalethekagogaisapermanent

lekissyagagweithelaegodirawet

gohetayagabae,ibeentherebutit

neverendswell.

Lolo:Isthataconfession?

Me:No,ididn'tsleepwithLorebut

youcanbelievewhatyouwant.It

shouldn'tevenbotheryouafterso

manyyears,youshouldbeworking

onyourmarriage.

Lolo:Mymarriageisfineandyou

shouldn'tdiscussmarriagematters

whenyou'renotevenmarried,that's



likeastandardsevenpupiltryingto

debatewithaPhDholder

Me:Kooreokarialoochatilenemma,

gawalaiwakana...Gawabopeletswa

lehannalewenarekayalenyalo

rotheragokgotetsamolelobasadiba

ditsalebatsenamomererongya

lenyalo.MaJohnsondoesn'teven

knowyou'reherdaughterinlawin

factnoneoftheJohnsonsknows

theyhaveanadditionalfamily

member

Lolo:(laughedcalmly)Gosellfoodat

thebaranddonailshoney,yousound

frustrated.Singleparentinggasejoke

kana



Me:(laughedindisbelief)Kanterea

omananemma?

Lolo:(calmly)Kemangaomanang?

Akereekarerebuareiketilehelagolo

ha

Me:Sowhydoyouhavetomention

whatIdolegorekesingle?

Lolo:Ididn'tthinkyouwere

embarrassed,youdon'thavetobe.

Anywayigothiredastheassistant

HR,I'mstartingonMonday.Ke

neetsweoffice...

Me:Congratulations,ompatisetirole

nnathemma

Lolo:Yeahibeenthinkingaboutit,I'll



beoneifthefirsttoknowabout

cominguppostsgapeit'salarge

company,theyhavetheairlineand

resortandthisone...I'llletyouknow

ifsomethingcomesup,kemo

trafficking,I'llcallyouback

Me:Shap

Shehungupandmadeaturnintothe

bigtree.....

AtPepstore...

Iwalkedinhangingupthephoneas



AronaqueuedwithZanewhowas

holdingaP20toycarwhileheheld

shavingblades...

Me:Hey...Remainonthequeuewhile

igethimauniform.Nextmonthke

hustlerschoolfees.

Arona:Okay..

Iheadedtotheuniformsectionand

pickedafullschooluniformtogether

withthebagandlunchboxestheni

joinedthem...



Afewminuteslaterhemovedcloser

andpaidforthecarandhisblades

theniputtheuniformand

desperatelywatchedthetotal

amountholdingapairofsocks.Ihad

P200andthetotalwaswasP289...

Me:Jesus...(toArona)Don'tyou

haveP90?

Arona:No,leavethemI'llseewhati

cando.

Me:Okay...(toher)takeoutthe

shoesandthelunchbox

Shetookthemoutthenipaidand



followedArona....

Atthebigtree....

Aatileparkedbytheroadandlocked

thecarthenhewalkeddownthedirt

roadbendingunderthethicktrees

makinghiswaydowntheriver,he

passedafewcarsparkingunderthe

thickshadowsandfinallyspottedthe

trunkofhiscarparkedwayunderthe

thicktreenexttoaNavarathatwas

alsoparkedunderthetree...

Hisheartpoundedashehidwalked



towardsthecarshidingbehindthe

treetrunksuntilhereachedthecars...

Histhroatdriedasheheardmoaning

andnoticedthecarwasshaking,he

bentdownhidingunderthewindow

asmovedcloserandslowlygotup

lookinginthecar....

Themanslidouthisanacondaand

whippedLolo'sbutt,itwassohuge

hisfingersdidn'ttouchonthegrip...

HeliftedLolo'sbuttandblockedher

assheflinchedandgranted..



Lolo:(sweating)Ohhh....

Him:(pulledherover)Bringthatlittle

pussoverhere...

Hegrabbedherneckwithhisleft

handashisgold-fingershinedonher

neckandfilledherupwithhis

anacondathenAatilegentlyknocked

onthewindow,heturnedand

recognisedherthenheletgoofher

andslidoutputtingonhisshorts,

Loloturnedaroundandcoveredher

mouthshaking......

Aatile:Morenabulafenstere,gake



lwekukuoejelegagonasenkase

lwelangoesentsegale.

Him:(shakyvoice)I'mamarriedman,

thiswasjus-

Aatile:Savetheexplanationsforyour

wife...Idon'tneedonefromyou.

Themanputonhisjeansandzipped

upthenherolleddownthewindow

whileLoloquicklyputonherclothes

sweatingandshakingwithouta

word.....

Aatile:(calmlytoher)You

accidentallysentmehismessagebut



it'sokay,atleastIknowiwasn'tcrazy

andIwon'thavetofeelbadforwhat

I'mabouttodo.

Heturnedandwalkedaway.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtThebigtree....

Lolopulledupherpantiesandgotout

ofthecar...

Unknown:Doesheknowmywife?

Lolo:Idon'tthinkso

Unknown:Idon'twantmywifeto

knowaboutthis,don'tmentionmy

nameinyourargumentsbecauseI'm

notabouttolosemyfamilyoverthis.

Lolo:Really?That'swhatyou'regoing

tosay?(angrily)Myhusbandcaught

mehavingsexwithyouandyou're



worriedaboutyourwife?Really?

Unknown:Itwaspurelysexuallyfor

meandyeahI'mworriedabouther

becauseyou'recareless,howthe

fuckdoyousendyourhusbandmy

messageanddidn'twetalkabout

textmessagesmalobawhenitold

youmywifeknowsmypassword?

Howamigoingtoexplainsuchfunny

messageswhenisavedyournumber

asmyfriend?Doyouwantherto

thinkI'mgayandfuckingmyfriend?I

meanWTFLolocomeon!

Lolo:Don'tscreamatmeanddon't

usethatkindoflanguagearoundme,

asmatteroffactdeletemynumber..



Unknown:Done...(angrilystartedthe

car)moveawayfrommycar...

Shemovedbackasheroughlydrove

off,shedustedherfeetandgotinher

husband'scarwhereshecheckedher

phonehopingforlongemotional

messagesfromAatileasusualbut

thistimetherewasnonenotevena

callandshewasafraidtogohome....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

AwhilelaterAatileparkedthecar

andheavedahugesighwithhiseyes



closed,hewashurtbutforsome

reasonhewasn'tsurprised.

Heputonhiscoatandlockedthecar

thenhewalkedtowardstheentrance

asyoungBoitekanelocollageintern

walkedinfrontofhim,herwidehips

filledhernavybluehealthoveralland

definedherslimwaistgoingup....

Heincreasedhispaceandcaughtup

toherassheturnedherheadand

lookedathimwithaninnocentface,

shehadtinypimplescarsonherface

andshewasanaturalbeautywithout



makeup.Shehadashortdark

naturalhairanditwasshinytoo....

Aatile:Hi

Her:Dumelang...

Hervoicewasfullofrespect,she

wasprobablyoneofthelate

boomersthenheremembered,he

waswearinghiscoatanditseemed

toticklewomeninalltherightspots

butthisonewasnotjustayoung

womanshewasalsoastudentand

hewassomekindofafiguretoher....



Aatile:Howcomeihaven'tseenyou

aroundthehospital?

Her:(smiledshylyandlookeddown)

Raa?

Theinnocenceinher"raa"boosted

hisconfidence,heknewhestooda

chanceandhewasn'tabouttoplay

withit...

Aatile:Ihaven'tseenyouaround

Her:(lookingdown)Ihavebeenhere

for4daysonly

Aatile:MynameisAatile



Her:Sedi

Aatile:Sediomonteoaitse?

Shelaughedshylyandturnedtothe

emergencysection...

Sedi:Thankyou

Aatile:(turnedfollowingher)Have

youwalkedaroundthehospital?Let

metakeyouonatour..

Sedi:Ihavetoassistatthe

emergency,mysupervisorisover

there.

Aatile:IsitMrKay



Sedi:Yes

Aatile:I'lltalktohim,let'sgo....

Shereluctantlyturnedandtheygotin

theliftthenhepressedthebutton

andsmiledatherassheshylysmiled

andwalkedinside,hegotinand

pressedthebuttonlookinginher

eyes...

Sheavoidedeyecontactnomatter

howmuchhestaredatherthenhe

movedoverandpulledherchinup...



Aatile:(smiled)Don'tbeafraidtolook

atme

Sedi:(lookeddownagain)Okay...

Aatile:(smiledstaringather)Kekopa

goreontebeSedi

Sheswallowedandglancedathim

oncethenshelookedaway.Hewas

cleanashellandhesmelledgood...

Aatile:(laughed)Gawantebakana

mmeliftetogaebula,ntebafora

minute



Sedilaughedandlookedathimbut

onlyforasecondthentheylaughed

astheliftslidopen,hegrabbedher

handandtookadifferentturnasshe

heavedasigh,herfriendhadjoked

aboutherfindingadoctorboyfriend

atthehospitalanditseemedtobe

turningintoareality....

Aatile:Weshouldgooutfordrinks

latertonight,whatdoyouthink?

Sedi:Idon'tdrink

Aatile:Meneitherbutyoudanceright?

Sedi:Neverbeentobarsorclubs

Aatile:Canitakeyou?Ipromisewe



willbehomebefore10.

Sedi:Canithinkaboutit?

Aatile:Sure...Savemynumberandlet

meknowwhenyouhavedecided

Shesavedhisnumberandhetook

heronashorttourbeforereturning

herbacktoherstation...

AttheOffice...

MinuteslaterAatilewalkedinandput

thekeysonthetablethenhetookoff

hiscoatandsatdownastheguys



curiouslylookedathim...

Tshepo:And?

Aatile:I'mtakingsomegirloutlater

tonight,doesanyonewanttotag

along?

Bayang:Countmein,ineedactionin

mylife

Tshepo:Dude?Youlefthereforthe

solereasonoftailingyourwife...How

didthatgo?

Aatile:Shewashavingsexwithsome

guyinaNavaraunderthetree,

imaginethat...butI'mgood,shecan

fuckhowevershewantsuntilour



divorceisfinal.(sighed)Onabrighter

note....IjustmetSedikeleintern

Tshepo:Mogoboinyanagamathoa

masesane?

Aatile:Didyouhitthat?

Tshepo:No,iwasafraidtoapproach

her

Bayang:(laughed)Toobad...

Aatile:Sheisoffthelimitsnow

Tshepo:(laughed)Icanseethat...

Aatile:TomorrowI'mgoingtoseemy

lawyer,Lolowahetellayanong...

AtArona'sHouse....



Laterthatdaywewalkedinthehouse

asAronaspoketothephone...

Arona:(laughed)Yeah...Canyou

borrowmeP200?Yeah...**...Shap

Hehungupandputthephonedown,

Zanesatonthecouchandplayed

gamesasiheadedtothekitchen...

Me:Shouldicooksomething?Are

youhungry?

Arona:anythingisfine...I'mgoingto



bath

Me:OK...

Ibeguncookingwhilehebathedthen

iwenttothebedroomhopingtofind

oneofhist-shirtsoicouldtakeoff

mytighttop,Icheckedthewardrobe

andspottedhispayslipsonthetop

shelf.

Iglancedatthedoorandopenedthe

recentone,hisnetsalarywasP980

andicouldn'tbelieveit,iopenedthe

otheroneanditwasstillthesame

thingthenhewalkedinandlookedat



me.

Iputbackthepayslipsandgrabbed

thet-shirt...

Arona:Payingformymedical

proceduresandotherminor

operationsforcedmetotakeextra

loanswhenmyinsurancedelayingor

claimingtheycouldn'tcovercertain

expenses.

Me:Youdon'thavefood,howdoyou

survive?

Arona:Ieatatworkandonlyfryeggs

ormakeadrinkbeforegoingtobed.



Me:(sighed)Wow

Arona:Imaynotaffordtohelpyou

financiallyfornowbutZanewon't

needuniformkeletengandyoudon't

havetohireacarbecauseI'lldrop

himoffatschoolandpickhimeach

time.

Me:Thanksforthat,itmeansalot

anddon'tworryaboutbeingbroke,i

hustleformyselfandZane,whatever

yougivemewillbeanaddition.

Arona:AcolleaguewillsendmeP200,

you'llbuyeverythingremaining.

Me:Thanks



Iputonhist-shirtandwalkedoutas

myphonerang....

Me:Hello?

Lolo:Hi...I'mscaredtogohome,can

ipassbyyourhouse?

Me:I'moutgonejaana,what'sgoing

on?

Lolo:Aatilecaughtmewiththisother

guyandhedidn'tsayanythingbut

thistimeithinkheisgoingtokillme.

Ican'tgohome

Me:Hee?

Lolo:Caniborrowyourkeysandlay



down?I'msoscaredrightnow

Me:Whereareyou?

Lolo:Heiscalling,letmeanswer

Me:Bye

Ihungupandwenttothekitchen....

AtAatile'sHouse....

MeanwhileAatilewalkedinthehouse

withthemaidasLolo'sphonerang

unanswered...



Lolo:Hello?

Aatile:Hi,ineedthecartonight,what

timewillyoubehome?

Lolo:(reluctantly)KanaI'mtoo

scaredto-

Aatile:Emphelekommolongeeina

publicplace.Ireallyneedthecaror

giveittoDidi.Ineedit.

Lolo:Okso-

Hehungupbeforeshecouldsay

much,MayaandBabywalkedinwith

theirbrotherandsatdown...



Aatile:Guysthisisourhelper

Rethabile,ThabithisisMaya,Baby

andJunior.SanthahelaIwantyouto

knowthatyoudon'tbeatmyson

theseonesareoldenoughtoknow

rightfromwrongandifyouget

abusivethey'lldefinitelytellme.I

don'twantanabusivemaidbecause

ifyougetabusiveyouwon'tlikewhat

I'lldotoyou,iworkinalabwithso

manychemicalsthatcankillandgo

undetectableduringanautopsy.

Maya:Dad!

Thabi:(laughed)Heemmaibileke

tshogile



Baby:(laughed)Threattokill

Aatile:(smiled)Ihavetosayit..

Hesmiledandwalkedinthebedroom

ashisphonerangthenhesmiledand

closedthedooranswering..

Aatile:hello?

Sedi:Areyoumarried?

Aatile:It'scomplicated,gobatare

buarelemmogo.

Sedi:(smiled)Seeyoulater

Aatile:(smiled)Thanks...I'llcallyou

Sedi:Bye



Hehungupandsighedwithasmile

ofpride.......

AtKen'sHouse.....

LateronipassedbyKen'shousewith

Zaneandknocked,hetookawhileto

respondbuticouldhearthemusic

playingthenheopenedinhisshorts.

Hekindoffrownedsurprisedtosee

meandquicklyclosedthedoor

steppingout...



Ken:Hey...

HelookedatZaneandsmiledthen

hesquattedandfistbumpedwith

him.…

Ken:HeyZane,doyouknowme?

Zane:No

Ken:(smiledandrubbedhishead)

MommywilltellyouwhoIamwhen

sheisready...Idon'twanttoconfuse

you(stoodupandlookedatme)

What'sup.?Ididn'texpectyouhere

Me:IwantedtoknowwhatArona



saidtoyouforyoutokickhimlike

that

Ken:Idon'tremember,it'snotabig

deal.Anythingelse?

Me:I'msorryididn'tknowyou'rebusy

Ken:Yeah,canwetalkanothertime?

Me:Youhavebeenoutforlikea

secondandyoualreadyhavea

girlfriend?

Ken:Idon'thaveagirlfriendelegore

tabekemotserekaekapela,otsaya

goregobatangwanyanagomothoho

helayalo.I'mbusytryingtostarta

businessforusan-



Iopenedthedoorandwalkedinall

thewaytothebedroomwherei

pushedthedooropenanddropped

myjawsthenquicklyclosedit

coveringmymouthregrettably...

Me:OhmyGod,I'msorry...I....I....

Ken:(lookeddownembarrassed)Is

thereanythingelseyouwant?

Me:KenI'msorry,ididn't-whyare

youdoingthat?

Helookedinmyeyesandsighed

embarrassed....
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AtKen'sHouse....

Ken:Youshouldn'tinvademyprivacy

likethat...

Me:I'msorry

Ken:DoesthatmeanI'mnotallowed

tohaveagirlfriendwhileyouhavea

boyfriend?Sowhatifitwassomeone?

whatdifferencewouldithavemade?

Me:Idon'tcareifyouhavea

girlfriendornot,iwasjustasking...

HeturnedaroundandliftedZane,

closertheylookedmoreidentical



eventhewaytheymovedtheir

eyebrowsandtheirlipsalmostmade

melaugh...

Ken:What?

Me:(laughed)Nothing,leatshwana...

Ididn'tknowZanegotthiseyebrow

thingfromyou.Inevernoticediton

youbefore.

Ken:Oganakangwanakeakere

Me:(laughed)Canyoublameme?

Ken:(grabbedthekeys)Zanecani

showyousomething?

Zane:Okay...



Kenwalkedoutcarryinghimand

openedthebootthenhegrabbeda

fullbagandhungthestrapoverhis

shoulderashisbackmuscles

maneuvered,hehadsuchasexy

backandhistatswerevisibleonhis

biceps....

Ken:Iwasn'tsurehowiwasgoingto

givethistohimbutiboughtthem

anyway,don'tknowiftheywillfit

though....thetellertoldmenotto

throwawaythereceiptssoyoucan

gochangethemincasetheydon't



fit...

Me:Ohok...

Heputthebagdownandsatonthe

couchwithZane,isatontheother

sideandwatchedashetookoutalot

ofclothesthenZane'seyespopped

whenhesawalargeboxofaremote

carhehadbeendyingtohave,he

pickeditandranovertomewitha

hugesmile..

Zane:Mamalook!Thecar!Igotthe

car!Hegotmethecar!

Me:It'sbeautiful...



Hesatonthetileandstruggledto

openitthenKentoreitopenandput

thebatteriesasZanestoodthere

holdingKen'sheaddesperately

waitingtoplaywithit...

Zane:(bentoverandlookedatKen)

What'syourname?

Ken:Uh...Mynameisdad

Zane:That'syourname?

Ken:Yeah

Zane:Thankyoudad,iwon'tdestroy

thiscarIpromise.I'lltakecareofit



andonlyplaywithitinsidethehouse.

Youwon'ttakeitbackifilookafterit

right?Isitreallymine?Iwon'tplay

withittoomuchsoitdoesn'tget

destroyed...

Ken'sheartsunkasZanespoketo

himthenheputthecardownand

facedhim...

Ken:Itsyourcar,itmeansigaveitto

youandiwon'ttakeitback...Youcan

playwithitasmuchasyouwant...

Evenifyouplaywithitalldayitsfine.

Ifitstopsmovingitmeansthe



batteriesaredeadandI'llbuymore

batteries.

Zane:Thankyou

HehandedZanethecarandhe

almostslippeddownplayingwithit,i

hadneverseenhimsohappy.Hewas

alloverthehousetalkingtohimself

ashedrovethecarandlaughed...

Itookouttheclothesonebyone,he

hadboughttherightsizesforclothes

butshoesweresmall.



Me:Theseareniceclothes,wereyou

alonebuyingthem?

Ken:Yeah,itoldtheladyintheshop

thatheisturning5andsheassisted

me.

Me:Wow,hedidn'thaveclothes...I

wasalwaysembarrassedwhenever

LologavemesomeofJunior's

clothes

Ken:Zaneworesecondhandclothes?

Me:Theonesheiswearingnowwere

Junior'sclothes,Lolothrewaway

goodclothesbecauseshebuys

clotheseachmonthsoiaskedherto

letmetakethemforZane.



Heshookhisheadandrubbedhis

facewithoutsayingaword,icould

tellhewashurtashelookedathis

boyandsighed.Itouchedaboxat

thebottomofthebagandlifteditup,

itwasawhitesmartphonetheni

lookedbackatKen...

Me:What'sthis?

Ken:Iboughtitforhim,Inoticedhe

likesplayinggames.Iinstalledalot

ofgamesinthereforhimtochoose

from

Me:(smiledandtookitout)I'm



keepingit,I'llgivehimmine

Ken:Heelababymama,wareng?

Me:(laughed)Don'tcallmethat

Ken:Thatphonebelongstomyson

yourpolicemancanbuyyouaphone

Me:(laughed)Aetherramyphone's

screeniscracked

Ken:NeelaZanephoneyagagwe...if

youwantaphoneaskforaphone

andstopstealingfrommyson

Me:(laughed)Fine...(turned)Zee?

Heranoverandthenismiledand

handedhimthephone...



Me:Dadboughtyouaphonetooso

youcanplaygames

Zane:(smiled)It'smine?

Ken:Yes

ZanejumpedonhimandKenhugged

him...

Zane:Canibeyourfriend?

Ken:(laughed)Sure,wecanbe

friends..

Zanejumpedonthecouchand



playedgameswiththecaronhislap

thenKenstoodupandsighed...

Ken:I'mgoingtocleanup

Me:Washthosesheetsthreetimes

Hesmiledatmeaswestaredatone

anotherthenilaughed...

Ken:You'reenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Me:(smiledandshookmyhead)I

justneverthoughtyoucoulddothat

HeturnedandwalkedawayasIput



backZane'sclothesbackinthebag..

AtSedi'shome....

LateronAatilesloweddown

Bayang'scarashespottedSediand

anotherattractiveyoungladywalking

over,hepulledoverthenSedigotin

thefrontseatwhiletheothergirlgot

inthebackandtookoffherhat,she

lookedexactlylikeSediexceptshe

didn'thavepimples.

Sedi:Hi



Aatile:Hey

Lookalike:Hi

Aatile:(adjustedthemirrorlooking

back)Hey...Whydoyoulookmy

friend?

Sedi:HernameisLame,sheismy

twin

Aatile:Nodoubt...

Heturnedaroundandsmiledlooking

inhereyesasheshookhersoft

hand..

Aatile:Nicetomeetyou



Lame:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Sedi:Canwegiveheraride?Sheis

goingtobuymeatatthebutchery.

Wewilldropheroffoverthere

Lame:Uhwhyshouldsheremain

behindandcookwhileweorderfood?

Let'sallgotogether,sharingiscaring

Sedi:Mamasenther

Aatile:(smiledatLame)Wecanbuy

itanddropitoffkanajangLame?

Lame:(laughed)Sedimmaoreeei

don'twanttocooktoday

Sedi:(laughed)Gaeseochanger

diaparoeesoyoucanlookgoodtoo



Lame:YeahI'llchange..

Aatile:(joinedtheroad)Alrightsowe

dropoffthemeatandwaitforLame

tofreshenupthenwegoright?

Sedi:Yeah

HeglancedatLameagainandkept

hiseyesontheroadthenhisphone

rang...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Hi...Ibroughtthecar.

Aatile:GiveittoBayang.Callhim

Lolo:Iwashopingwecouldmeetand



talk.Iwanttocomebackhome

Aatile:Jaanongokobilwekemang?

Eyalapenghaobata...

Lolo:Iwantustotalkwithsomeone

Aatile:Idon'thavetimeforthat,ke

busynyanatota.Canwetalklater?

Lolo:I'msor-

Hehungupandputthephoneon

silence.....

AtButchery..

Aronasteppedoutofthecarand



shookhandswithhisfather...

Him:Howareyou?

Arona:I'mfine

Him:Icalledyourmotheryesterday

butyouknowhowsheiswithme

Arona:Doyoublameher?I'dnever

talktoyouifiwasher

Him:Iunderstandher,ijustthought

it'sbeenyearsandmaybewecould

moveonandleavethepastbehind

us.Howareyoudoing?(tookout

P800)Howareyoufeeling

Arona:I'mgood...thanks



Him:Ihopethisgirlisworthit

Arona:SheisI'mjustashamedican't

affordlittlethings.Iknowthatonly

veryfewwomenareabletodatea

brokeman.I'mjustcrossingmy

fingersuntil4monthsfromnow

whentheotherloanclearsoffit

takes3,2Ksomynetwon'tbethat

bad.

Him:Let'shopeshedoesn'thurtyou,

womendon'trespectbrokemenso

don'tjustfallforherlikeanidiot,

guardyourheart.

Arona:Butsheisdifferent,she

doesn'tseemtomind.Sheisahard



workingwomanandilovethatshe

andicansharethecarsinceshehas

abusiness.Iknowitstoosoontosay

thisbutithinksomethingseriouswill

comeoutofthis...(smiled)Iloveher

son.Wearecloseandithinkheloves

metoo...Ipraythisgoeswell.Ilove

them,maybethisismysecond

chanceatlove

Him:I'mhappyforyou

Arona:Thanks,IhadborrowedP200

fromafriendbutI'llreturnitanduse

thisonZane'sschoolfees.I'msure

Didiwillbehappythatheisstarting

immediatelyinsteadofnextmonth

likesheplanned.



Him:(tookoutP200)Don'tborrow

moneybecauseyou'llgetwaydeeper

intodebts,justpassbyanytimeyou

needhelp.Iwasn'ttherewhenyou

guysweregrowingthisistheleasti

candoforyou.Yoursiblingshateme

andiunderstandbutsincewetalk

meandyoufeelfreewithme.

Arona:Thanks,thismeansalot.Ifelt

likeafailurewhensheaskedmeto

giveherP90andihadnothing...You

knowhowharditistofailawoman

duringthefirsttimesofarelationship.

Him:Basadibathobogamonnayoo

latolangkapelakeaitseketswahoo,

imightnotberichbutI'lltrytoassist



youwheneveryouneedhelp.Iowe

youthatmuch

Arona:Letmegobuysomething

beforetheyclose

Him:Bye

Aronagotbackinhiscaranddrove

offexcitedly....

Atmyhouse...

Laterthateveningwesteppedoutof

thecarasKenpickedthebagand

lockedit...



Ken:WhendoyouwantZanetostart

school?Iwasthinkingwecoulddrive

aroundtomorrowandfindhima

goodschool,hecan'tbeinthesaloon

likethatit'sunhealthy

Me:Wecandoitinthemorning.

Iswitchedthelightsonandopened

thewindowsthenIputtheWimpy

paperbagonthetableandsatonthe

bedtakingoffmyshoes.

Zanelaidonhislittlebedbythe

cornerandplayedgamesonhis



phoneasKenslowlyputthebagon

topofmychestofdrawers....

Helookedaroundthespaciousone

roomandsatonthebed...

Ken:Itsabeautifulhouse,can't

believeitaccommodatedeverything

andthereisstillenoughspace

Me:Thanks...

IgotupandpackedZane'snew

clothesinthechestofdrawers

togetherwithhisnewshoesasKen



laidonthebedpressinghisphone

withhisfeetonthefloor...

Ken:Whereisyourcar?

Me:Isolditandtriedtoopena

businessbutitwasn'tenough.

Ken:Besidesbeingaspenderyou

haveabusinessladyinyoukegore

helaonceyou'recomfortableyou

stopthinking,iremembergivingyou

moneyforthatfloralbusinessbut

youboughtuselessthingsand

expensivehair.

Me:(laughed)Ihonestlydidn'tthink

I'dbethisbroke...



Iboiledthewaterandgrabbeda

bucketwalkingout...

Me:Keetakagogametsi

Ken:Alright...

Iwenttofetchwateroutsideand

camebacktohimtakingZane's

shoesoffwhilehewasdeadasleep

hugginghiscarandholdingthe

phone..

Me:Heemothookangapareladilo



jaana

Ken:Kootenghaakatsogaaborereit

wasjustadreamhewillcry

Heputhisthingsasideandpeeled

offhisblanketsthenhelaidhim

downandtuckedhimin...

HesighedsmilinglookingatZane

peacefullyasleep....

Ken:Diditankithemmaforthis?I

don'tknowhowtothankyou

Me:Compensateme,mphaback



childsupport

Ken:Kanammethat'snotabadidea

Me:(laughed)Keniwasjoking

Ken:Butit'snotabadidea...

Iputthebucketinthebathand

pouredhotwaterthenigrabbedmy

bathingsetandputitbesidesthe

bath....

Me:Kentsamayarrakebatago

thapa

Hetookoffhisshoesremainingwith



socksanddraggedhimselfupthe

bedleaningagainstthewallwatching

meholdinghisphone...

Ken:Don'tmindme...

Me:Shehtherrawenatsamaya,Zane

issleepingthereisnoneedforyouto

behere

Ken:Thereisnothingihaven'tseen

before,thapannakesantseke

itisitse.I'llgolate

Me:Don'tlookatme

Itookoffmyt-shirtandthrewitover



hisfacethenhesniffeditandsmiled

puttingitaside,itookofftherestof

myclothesandsteppedinthebath

thenibegunwashingmyfaceashe

sattherewatchingme..

Ken:Yobonangmothakayolewa

lepodisiagokokoretse...mxm

Me:(laughed)Wehaven'thadsexyet,

ihaven'thadsexsinceZanewas

born

Ken:(smiled)Youlie

Me:I'mtellingyouthetruth

Ken:(laughed)Kotengetightgore



Me:(laughed)WaswabaKen...

Igrabbedthesackoforangesand

lathereditwithsoapthenIstoodup

andscrubbedmyselfasKenheldhis

phoneabithigher...

Me:(pausedandlookedathim)Keni

hopeyou'renottakingapictureor

videoofme

Ken:(laughednaughtily)I'mnot,why

wouldi?

Ifinishedbathingandsatontheedge



ofthebedwithatowelthenigrabbed

thelotionandappliedonmybodyas

Kenkeptonglancingatmeholding

thephoneupaimingme....

Ken:(whistledwatchingsomething

onhisphone)Heebanna!

Me:What?(laughedandtriedto

snatchthephone)Letmesee,are

youtakingpictures?

Ken:(laughed)I'mnot..

Hemovedhishandhigherasisaton

hislapreachingupforthephoneand

thetowelunwrappedonhisface,the



dooropenedandAronawalkedin

withaplasticofPep..

IquicklygotoffKen'slapandfixed

mytowelashefixedhisjeanswhich

seemedtobehurtinghisboner,

Aronaputtheplasticdownand

walkedtowardsthebed...

Arona:(angrily)What'sgoingon?

Me:(shakyvoice)Hejustdroppedoff

Zane,iwasbathing

Arona:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou...(to

him)Ithoughtwehadan

understanding



Ken:Wenalemang?

Arona:Otaalalakoselengwaitse?

Ken:Eemmeosenagonyela,ska

batagontirelamakgakgaalasttime

Arona:(walkedover)Sothat'swhat

youaregoingtosay?

Ken:(stoodup)Whatdoyouwantme

tosay?

Me:Aronastopit...Heisleaving...

Kenpleasego

Kenbentoverputtingonhisshoesas

Aronastoodbyhimthenhestoodup

andididn'tevenseewhothrewthe



firstpunchbuttheyfellonthebath

andbrokeitasthewaterflowedlike

ariver...

Zanegotstartledandsatupas

punchesflewaround,iliftedhimup

andputhimonmyshoulderheading

foroutbuttheybumpedonthedoor

trippingthefoodstandandspilling

everythingasZanegrabbedme

tightlycrying...

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.

.

[9/3,11:52PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴68

Atmyhouse....

Me:(screaming)Aronastop!Ken

you'rescaringZane!



Kenglancedatmeandstaggered

backlettinggoofAronabuthe

grabbedKen'scollarsbackinghimup

againstthewall...

Ken:(puthishandsup)Backup,I'm

nottouchingyou

Arona:(angrilysmackedhischest)

Youpushedmeinthewater!

Ken:(angrilybithislowerlipand

pushedhimdown)Isaidbackup!

don'ttouchme!Putyourhandson

meonemoretimeandseewhat

happens



Kenpickedhiskeysfromthetable

andopenedthedoorthenheputhis

handaroundmywaistguidingme

out...

Ken:(gavemethecarkeys)Takehim

tothecar.....

IquicklywalkedoutwithZanecrying

onmyshoulderthenisatintheback

seatandputhimonmylapwipinghis

tears...



Me:Zanekeepquiet...Listen...

(lookingathim)keepquiet

MinuteslaterKengotinthebackwith

usandhandedhimthetoycar...

Ken:(lookingatme)AreyouOK?

Me:I'mfine

Ken:(gothim)Buddycomehere...

Heputhimonhislapandhugged

himrubbinghisbackasZanegot

buriedbetweenhisbigarms....



Ken:I'msorryforwhathappenedout

there,didiscareyou?(henodded)

I'msorry......I'llneverfightinfrontof

you,canyouforgiveme?

Zane:Yes..

Kenrubbedhisbackandputhishead

onhischest...

Ken:Areyousureyou'llbefinewith

him?

Me:Yeah,wewillbefine...

Ken:ButIt'samessinthereandyou

don'tknowwhatdirectionyour



confrontationfromherewilltake,let

megethimforthenightsoyoutwo

cansortoutyourissues.

Me:Okay,letmegethisthings...

Isteppedoutofthecarfixingmyhair

andwalkedinthehouseasArona

wasquietlycleaningthemesstheni

putafewthingsinZane'sbagand

grabbedhisphonewalkingout...

Arona:(stooduplookingatme)Are

youleavingwithhim?

Me:No,Zaneis



Icouldtellhewasalittle

disappointedbutheknewhehadno

powersoverthatthenhebentdown

andcontinuedcleaningup.

Iputhisbaginthecarandhanded

himhisphonethenikissedhimon

theforeheadandsighed....

Me:BabyyouhavetogowithDad,OK?

Justforthenight...I'llgetyou

tomorrowmorning..Youcanwatch

TVallnightorplaygamestogether,

doyoulikedad?



HelookedatKenandsmiled

nodding..

Zane:Yeahilikehim

Kensighedinreliefadkissedhimon

theforeheadthenheleanedoverand

kissedmycheek...

Ken:(whispered)Myboyisbold,

thanksforraisinghimlikeaboyand

notalittlegirl



Ismiledandleanedbackrubbing

Zane'sheadthenipinchedKenhard

ontheearlobewithasmiletofool

Zane...

Me:(clenchedmyteethwithasmile

pinching)Youneedtokeepthat

temperincheck..

Ken:(grinning)Yesma'am..

Ismiledagainandslappedhimhard

onthecheekasheclosedhiseyes

andturnedhisheadkissingmyhand...



Ken:(pretendgentlevoice)Violence

babes

Me:(widegrin)Youdiditfirst

Ken:(grinning)Forgivenessbaby

mama

Istoppedgrinningandrolledmy

eyes...

Me:Canyoustopcallingmethat...

HelaughedandstrappedZaneonthe

backwithaseatbeltthenhegotin

thedriver'sside...



Ken:Carseateemakabokae?Looks

likehecanjustgetout

Me:Isn'titsixyears?I'mnotsure

Ken:(turnedthesteeringwheel

lookingback)alrightZanesay

goodnighttomommy

Zane:(smiledandwaved)Goodnight

Me:(smiledandblewhimakiss)

Goodnightbaby,telldadtocallmeif

youmissme

Zane:Ok,bye

Me:(walkingbackwards)Alright,you

boysbegood...



Kenhonkedanddroveofftheni

walkedbackinthehouse.

ItwascompletelycleanandArona

wassittingonthebed.Ididn'teven

realiseitooktoolong...

Iclosedthedoorandsatontheedge

ofthebedquietlythenArona

swallowedlookingdownashesaton

theedgeofthebed...

Arona:I'mgoingtoloseyouisn'tit?



Atthatpointiwasn'treallysure

anymore,Ididn'tknowwhatiwanted

becauseiknewhewasagoodman

andhelovedZanebutKenwasoutof

prisonandiknewKen,hewasn't

goingtostopuntilhewasfuckingme

againstthewall.Ithadbeen5years

sinceigushed,Kenhadthepowerto

destroymypussyandmakeitfeel

goodatthesametime.Iknewthe

minutehegrabsmyneckand

punishedmeforsleepingwithhis

brotherI'dbebackinthepalmofhis

handbehavinglikeasanewomanso

Iwasn'tsurewherethatwouldleave



Arona.Healreadylookedlikehe

wouldcryifiadmittedKenwashome

andthatitchangedeverything...

Daddywashome...Hewashomeand

iknewhewantedhispussytoo...He

didn'tshootitthatnightanditcould

onlymeanonething,hewasn'tdone

withit...

Arona:(lookedatme)Talktome

please...

Me:You'renotgoingtoloseme,i

loveyouandnothinghappened

Arona:Butbabecomeon...Bathing

withyourexinthehouse?Whatkind



ofbehaviouristhat?You'regiving

thisguyfalsesignalsandhewon'tlet

yougoifyoukeepdoingthat...hehas

beeninprisonfor5yearsandand

yousitonhislapnakedthenexpect

himtoletyougo...Whatwereyou

doing?

Me:Iwastryingtogetthephone

taoleaboetsopologa

Arona:(sighedshakinghishead)

Pleasedon'thurtmekeagokopa

Didi,ibeenthroughsomuchalready.

Me:I'msorry

Arona:(sighed)It'sfine,forgetit...lay

down...



Igotinbedthenheswitchedoffthe

lightsanddroppedhispants,he

threwthemonthecouchandcrawled

onmynoisybedthenheputhisarm

aroundmeandkissedmyneck...

Arona:I'msorryforthefightearlier

andIshouldhaveknocked.

Me:It'sokay...I'msorryforbringing

himover

Arona:It'sfine,don'tapologise...

Heturnedmearoundandkissedme



gettingbetweenmylegsasi

reluctantlyrubbedhisskinnyback,he

leanedoverandkissedmebuticould

hardlybreathwithhistongueinmy

mouth.

Ialreadyfeltbadforhurtinghim

earliersoiforcedmyselftokisshim,

icouldsmellhissalivaandhis

touchesweren'tmakingmeanywet

infactthereIwaswonderinghow

muchheweighedbecausewithKeni

couldfeelhimengulfingmywhole

bodyrightunderhischest...



Aronawaswaytooslowandgentle

formyliking,hefinallystopped

kissingmylipsandwentformyneck

thenisecretlyrubbedmylipsand

mouthwithasheet.Herubbed

himselfonmeasicaressedhisback

andtinybuttsthenIreachedforhis

dickanditwasn'teventhathard...

Arona:(reachedforacondomnear

by)Iloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hegrabbedthatmeatandrolledthe

condomonthenhegotontopofme



andhitaroundtryingtofindthe

entrance...Icouldn'tbelieveathis

agehedidn'tknowwheretofindthe

entrance.Kenaimedonceinthedark

andtorehiswayupintherebutthere

iwaswaitingforhimashetryingto

penetratetheclits,pusscheeksthen

theass...

Me:(sighed)Stop...Getoffme...

Ipushedhimoffandsatontheedge

ofthebedtheniputonmythong,he

satontheedgeofthebedstillwith

thecondomonhisdickandlooked



downdisappointedinhimself.

Arona:Sometimesican'tkeepan

erectionforlong,idon'tknowifit's

stressorwhatbutonceI'minthere

andthrustonceortwicethenitgets

hard.

Me:Yeahbutmaybewecouldtry

againtomorrow,I'mtiredanyways

Arona:Didipleasedon'tdothiske

agokopa..

Me:Idon'twanttohavesex,I'msorry.

Iputonmyshortsandt-shirttheni



gotbackinbedashesatnudeonthe

edgeofthebed.

Arona:Didi?Didi?(softly)Didi?(ikept

quiet)Didi?Themmakeagokopa

nkarabe...Didi?

Ikeptquietandevenpulledupthe

sheetscoveringmyselfthenhe

tearfullyremovedthecondomand

wrappeditwithaTP.

Arona:Areyousleeping?Didi?



Minutespassedashesatthere

quietlythenhereachedforhispants

andiwashappythinkinghewas

abouttoleavebuthewasonlytaking

hisphonethenhelaidnexttomeand

texted.

IcouldheartheWhatsApp

notificationsashewasconversing

withsomeonethenheloweredthe

volume,thatwasmyexcusetoleave

him.Igotup,switchedthelightson

andhandedhimhisclothes...

Me:Pleasego,ican'tsleepwithyou



ifyou'regoingtobechattingwith

womenallnight.I'mnotstupid

Arona:I'mtalkingtomybrother

Me:Atthistime?DoyouthinkI'm

stupidArona?Getout

Arona:Don'tscreamatme...(stood

upandtearfullylookedinmyeyes)

Can'tyouseehowmuchiloveyou?

(swallowedandfrownedwithtearsin

hiseyes)Iamsorrythatthis-

whateveritisleftmewithsomuch

damagethatican'tpleaseyoubuti

loveyouandiwanttomakeyou

happy.Icanneverdisrespectyou,i

justwanttoloveyou..Whywouldi



talktoawomanlyingonyourbed

Didi?Ifyouwanttokickmeoutjust

doitwithoutaccusingmeof

somethingIdidn'tdo.

Hethrewhisphoneonthebedand

walkedoutbarefootholdinghis

breaththenisighedandsatonthe

edgeofthebed.Thescreenofhis

phonehadn'tlockedthenigrabbedit

andscrolledthroughhisconversation.

Arona: IfilosethisoneI'm

goingtokillmyself,what'sthepoint

oflivingifican'tbehappy?



Bro:Ronwebeenoverthis?What

happened?

Arona:Ihavedebtsandican'teven

getitup,thetwomostimportant

thingsawomanneedsnnagakena

tsoneandnowIhavetocompete

withanexconvictwhoobviouslyhas

moneyfromhispreviouslyfrozen

bankaccounts.Thisguythrowsa

punchonmyfaceeverychancehe

getsnomatterhowmuchithreaten

himkahisparoleconditions.

Bro:Areyouhome?I'mcomingtoget

you.

Arona:NoI'mnotandI'mfine.



Bro:You'retalkingcrazy,I'mnot

losingmybrotherforawomanwho

doesn'tcare

Arona:Shecares,I'mtheproblem..

Shejustpulledupherpantiesand

pushedmeofflikeiwasanidiot,i

can'tlivewiththispain.It'stoomuch,

ihavenothingtolivefor.Sheisgoing

toleavemeandicanfeelit.He

drivesDiscovery4

Bro:Hesolddrugsofcoursehehas

money.I'dbeproudofmyHondaFit

becauseigotitthroughhardwork.

Wareokae?Iwanttogetyou

Bro:Ron?



Bro:Ronny?

HisbrothercalledthenIsteppedout

withthephone,hewassittingonthe

stoopwithhisheaddowntheni

handedhimthephone...

Arona:(picked)Yeah,I'llcallyouin

themorning.

Hehungupandsighedtheniknelton

thestoopbehindhimputtingmy

armsaroundhisneck...



Me:(kissedhisneck)Canwegoto

bed?

Arona:(tiltedhisheadandkissedmy

armaroundhisneck)Gotobed,ke

tagohithela...Ijustneedsomeair

Me:Ican'tsleepknowingyou'reout

herealone,let'sgo...Please...

Hestoodupandlockedthedoorthen

hefixedthebedagain...

Arona:Laydown...

Igotinbedthenheswitchedoffthe



lightsandlaidbehindme..

Arona:Goodnight

Me:Goodnight

Iclosedmyeyesanddozedoffashe

softlyranhisfingertipsonmyskin

makingmesleepy.....

AtaRiverfrontresort(Executive

room)...

OnthesameeveningAatilesaton

theedgeofthejacuzzitextingThabi



asthetwinsplayedintheJacuzzi

withidenticalswimwear...

Thabi:Eerrathey'resleeping.

Aatile:IsLolohome?

Thabi:Yes,sheiscookingsomething

foryou.

Aatile:Wenaorobalalengne

beautiful?

Thabi:I'minbed

Aatile:Naked?

Thabi:Shehbosslarengjaanong?

Aatile:Hehehe

Thabi:Eenaked.



Aatile:Ihaveaproblemofsleep

walking,kebuelaruriincaseIwalkin

yourroomatnight

Thabi:Idon'twanttolosemyjob,

yourwifespecificallytoldmenotto

putmyhandsonyou.

Aatile:Andyouwouldn'tbeputting

yourhandsonme,I'llbeputtingmy

handsonyouandshehasn'ttoldme

anythingaboutnotputtingmyhands

onyoubesidesI'dneverdothat

unlessmaybeI'msleepwalking.

Thabi:Lolyessir

Aatile:Goodnight

Thabi:Youtoo



Heputhisphoneonthetableand

movedclosertoSediwhowas

shiveringthenheliftedherchinand

kissedherasLamequietlywatched

sittingontheothersideofjacuzzi...

Aatile:You'regettingcold,let'sgo

inside...

Hesteppedoutandgrabbedatowel

helpingSedioutthenhewrappedit

aroundher...



Aatile:Goinside,I'llbringtheglasses

Sedi:AreyeLame...

SheraninsidetheroomasLame

wrappedherselfwithatowelthen

Aatilegrabbedtheglassesand

walkedbehindherholdinghistowel...

Aatile:Youhaveabeautifulbody..

Lame:(poppedherbikinibottomout

herroundbutt)Thanks

Aatile:Whoistheoldestbetweenyou

two?

Lame:I'mtheoldestwith3minutes



Aatile:Boyfriend?

Lame:Webrokeup

Aatile:When?

Lame:(turnedandsmiledbitingher

lip)Theminuteyouaskedme

Aatile:(glancedatthedoor)Soyou're

thebadtwin?

Lame:(smiled)Isthatadiagnosis

doc?

Aatile:I'llhavetodoamorethorough

examination..

Lame:Anytime...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedin



frontofhimastheyinnocently

walkedintheroom,Sedislicedthe

pizzaandgrabbedaslicesittingon

thebedthenLamesatonthechair

wipingherselfwhileAatileclosedthe

slidingdoorandclosedthecurtains....

Lame:(lookedatthetime)It'slate,

wehavetogo

Sedi:Mamaisatuncle'shousefor

weddingpreparations,shewon't

noticewedidn'tspendanightat

home

Aatile:You'reattertiary,yourmother

stillgivesyoucurfew?



Lame:Yeahandshedoesn'tlikeit

whenwecomehomelateandknock

onthedoorwakingherup,iforgotto

takethekitchenkeys

Aatile:Wecanspendanightandgo

inthemorning

Sedi:Butthereisonlyonebed

Aatile:I'msurethreeofuscanfit...

Sedi:Butshesleepsbehindme,

you'renotsleepinginthemiddle

Aatile:Cool...

ThegirlsatepizzawatchingTVas

Aatilepulledthedrawersand



checkedhowmanycondomsthe

resortput,therewasoneboxwhich

normallyhadthreecondomsthenhe

glancedatthemandtookoutone

whichhepassedbythemandleftin

thebathroomshelfthenhewalked

outandjoinedthem....

HalfwayintothemovieSedibegan

dozingoffonAatile'schestandhe

kissedherforehead...

Aatile:Babe?Let'sgosleep...

Heledhertothebedandswitched



offthelightsasLamewatchedTV

thenhepeeledoffthesheets,shegot

inthenhelaidnexttoherandleaned

overkissinghergettingbetweenher

legs...

Sedi:(whispering)Wait...Um...Ihave

neverdoneitbefore

Aatile:I'llbegentle...

Hekissedherandmovedcloser

puttingherhandinhisbriefsthenshe

swallowedandreluctantlyclosedher

legs...



Sedi:Thisisgoingtobepainful...It's

biggagonnabothokogobatakele

free

Aatile:(smiledindisbelief)Sedicome

on...

Sedi:Andwejustmet,whycan'twe

dateafewmonthsbeforeyoudothis

tome?Idon'twanttolosemy

virginitywithmysistersittingover

there,I'mnotfree.

Aatile:(smiledandkissed)It'sokay...

Iunderstand.I'llwait...Goodnight

Sedi:Goodnight...

Heputhisarmaroundherandlaid



downwaitingforhertofallasleepas

heandLameglancedatoneanother...

AboutanhourlaterLamewalkedto

thebathroominherbikinithenAatile

innocentlygotoffthebedasSedi

turnedaroundandpulledasheet

overherheaddeadasleep.…

Hequietlypulledthedrawersandgot

theboxthenhesippedwateronhis

waytothebathroombeforeturning

uptheTVvolumeabithigher..

Hewalkedinandclosedthedooras



Lamewashedhermouthstandingin

frontofthemirrorthenhestood

behindher,shelookedathiminthe

mirrorandlookeddown...

Aatile:(kissedthebackofherneck)

Hey...

Hepulleddownthestrapsofherbra

andturnedheraroundasitfelldown

thenhetonguedherbuttonsand

untiedherbikinibottomstrapsonthe

sides.Itfelldownthenhegrabbed

herfatkukuandgroanedkissingher...



Hemovedbackandturnedher

aroundtofacethemirrorasherolled

onthecondom.Lamedesperatelybit

herlowerlipashegrabbedherwaist

withonehandandsqueezedhimself

inthere,shegrabbedthesinktightly

andgraspedforairwithhermouth

open...

Lame:(loudly)Mmmm....

Aatilequicklygrabbedhermouthand

pulledherhairbackwhisperinginher

ear...



Aatile:Shhh....Don'twakethebaby

okay?

Shenoddedwithafrownonherface

ashepulledherhairbackstickingher

buttoutthenhecurvedhimselfin

and#removed....

AtAatile'sHouse...

Thenextmorningaround6Aatile

parkedoutsideandwalkedinasLolo

movedthebedroomcurtains

peaking...



Heclosedthedoorandthrewthe

keysonthetableheadingtothe

bedroombuthecaughtaglimpseof

Thabicookingsoftporridgethenhe

turnedandwalkedoverbehindher.

Thabi'sheartpoundedherboss'

husbandstoodbehindherwithhis

chindownhersensitiveneck,heput

hishandunderherskirtandrubbed

herpantiesgettingherwet.

Shehadneverbeentouchedbya

manthatcleanandofthatstandard...



Aatile:(softly)Wareng?

Thabi:(swallowed)Sepe...

Heputhishandinherpantiesand

touchedherpupunasanditsslimes

thenhegentlyrubbedherclitsasshe

helplesslyvibratedholdingthe

woodenmixer.

Shemoanedandaccidentally

droppedthemixerasAatile

increasedthespeedthenheheard

footstepsandlethergo...



Thabicaughtherbreathand

helplesslycurledhertoesholdingon

tothestoveandthecounter

spasmingasAatilecalmlywalked

pastLolobythedoor...

LolosuspiciouslystaredatThabi

whowasclearlyrecoveringfrom

somethingasshebreathedquickly

withrelievedeyes...

Lolo:What'sgoingon?

Thabi:(heartpounding)nothing..



Lolo:(lookedatherfromheadtotoe)

Cleanthishouse,goanddolaundry

thenraketheyard....

Thabi:Eemmanekesetseke

apeetseJuniormotogo

Lolowalkedoutandstoodatthe

showerdoorasAatilesteppedoutall

wetanddriedhimselfwithatowel

thenhewrappeditaroundhiswaist

andwalkedtothebedroomasLolo

followedher.

Heputonhisboxerbriefsand

grabbedhisformalwearfromthe



wardrobetogetherwithhiscoat...

Lolo:Wheredidyousleeplastnight?

Aatile:Haobatagorekegobetseo

mpotsedipotso,letthisbethelast

timeyou'reaskingmequestions.

(openedthedoor)Thabi??

Thabi:(fromthekitchen)Raa?

Aatile:(gavehertheclothes)Iron

thosecloths,hurryup...Ihavetobe

atthehospitalin30minutes

Thabi:Eerra..

Heclosedthedoorasshesatonthe



edgeofthebedcryingthenhe

grabbedhisphoneanddialedSedi

whilehebrushedhisneathaircut...

Sedi:Hello?

Aatile:(softly)Hey...Kehetekawena

kegophike?

Sedi:(sprayedherselfwithperfume)

Yeah,I'mdone..

Aatile:(witharomanticvoice)Aright,

ummoway..

Hehungupandthrewitonthebed

thenhegrabbedhisvestandputiton.



Lologothisphonecryingandtriedto

checkthenumberbutithada

fingerprintandfacerecognitionlock

on...

Lolo:(rubbedhereyes)Whyareyou

doingthis?Legoneorwelering...

Aatile:(walkingout)Cleanyourself

up,youlooklikeawitchwiththat

mascarasmudgeonyoureyes...

HewenttobrushhisteeththenThabi

broughthisclothesandquickly

walkedoutasLolocriedonthebed.



Aatilegotdressedandleftforwork

leavinghercryingonthebed....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.

[9/3,11:52PM]MadamDee:Wicked



Me

✴69(Reposted)

Atmyhouse...

Thesamemorningislowlygotup

andcheckedthetimethenishook

Arona...

Me:Arona?Arona?You'relate...

Hegotupandglancedatthetime

thenhequicklyputonhisclothes...



Arona:Goodmorning

Me:Morning....

Isattherewatchinghimgetdressed

andgethiskeysthenhewalkedover

andkissedme...

Arona:Iloveyou...

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Heopenedhiswalletandhandedme

P700

Arona:Pleasebuyfoodandother



thingsthatspilledhere

Me:Thanks...

Arona:(touchédmycheekandsmiled

admiralingly)I'llcallyou,pleasetryto

answeryourphone

Me:Iwill,bye

Hekissedmeagainandlefttheni

exhaledandfellback....

AtKen'sHouse

LaterthatmorningKenplayedloud

musicandmadebreakfastshirtless



whileZanesatshirtlessonthe

counterholdingaglassofmilkwitha

whitelineabovehislip...

Zane:What'sthatonyourarms?

Ken:This?It'satattoo

Zane:Canigetonetoo?

Ken:No,it'snotgood..

Zane:Whydoyouhaveitifitsbad?I

wanttobelikeyou

Ken:Igotitwheniwasn'tagood

personbutI'mgoingtotakeitoutin

Gabcity

Zane:Whereisthat?



Ken:Itsthecity...Haveyoueverbeen

onatripwithmama?

Zane:Yes,wewenttothemall

Ken:(laughed)Imean...Nevermind...

Wewillgoonatriptogethermaybe

withmama,Gaboroneisthecapital

cityofBotswanaandithasalotof

thingsliketoysandeverythingyou

like,wecanvisitLionParkithasa

beacheandyoucanwalkbarefoot

there

Zane:Ithaslions?

Ken:Yeah,thattoo

Zane:weshouldgo

Ken:I'lltalktomomaboutit



Heturnedaroundandfriedmore

eggs,hehadplayedMaroon5'sGirls

likeyouonrepeatsomuchZane

couldsingalongashenoddedwitha

smilethenKenturnedaroundholding

theeggturnerlikeitwasamic...

Ken:(singingalongpointingatZane)

Spent24hours

Ineedmorehourswithyou

Youspenttheweekend

Gettingeven

Zane:(poutedhismouthwithmilk



abovehislips)oohooh

Ken:(laughedandcontinuedsinging)

Wespentthelatenights

Makingthingsright,betweenus

Butnowit'sallgoodbaby

RollthatBackwoodbaby

Andplaymeclose'Causegirlslike

you

Runaroundwithguyslikeme

'Tilsundown,whenIcomethrough

Ineedagirllikeyou,yeahyeah

Girlslikeyou



Lovefun,yeahmetoo

WhatIwantwhenIcomethrough

Zane:(louderholdingtheglassof

milk)Ineedagirllikeyou,yeahyeah

Yeahyeahyeah

Yeahyeahyeah

Theysangthechorusleaningcloser

tooneanotherastheirforeheads

touchedthenheliftedherand

dancedwithhimsittingonhis

shouldersastheysangalong....



***

Meanwhileiknockedseveraltimes

buttherewasnoresponsetheni

walkedaroundthehouseand

knockedonthekitchenwindowas

KenandZanesanginthekitchen,he

pausedandputZaneonthecounter

thenheopenedthekitchendoor...

Zane:(gaspedashiseyeswidened)

MAMA!!

Ismiledandpickedhimupplantinga

kissonhischeek...



Me:Imissedyou

Zane:(smiled)Imissedyoutoobut

justalittlebit

Ken:(laughed)Hesaidalittlebit,did

youhearthat?

Me:(laughed)Stopit...

Iputhimbackonthecouchand

kissedhimonthecheek,hesmelled

likeKen'sshowergelandhewas

clean,hishaircuthadbeenbrushed

properlyandhetwistedhisafrojusta

bitintop...



Me:Lethapilegore

Ken:Kewenaoleswehelagoneha

sinceyouuseabuckettobathand

it'sbrokensoobviouslyoitshuthile

Me:(laughed)Iboughtanother

bucket

Ken:Chineseshopsarenotopenjust

goandbath,pridewillkillyou

Me:Mxm

Iwenttothebathroomand

showered....



AtMaunPolicestation....

LaterduringlunchhourAronagotin

hisbrother'scarandtheydroveoff...

Him:Whenlastdidyouattendyour

counsellingsession?

Arona:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Youknowwhatimean,you're

notreadyforrelationshipsRonny.

Thisgirlisgoingtobreakyou

becauseyou'restillrecovering.How

willyougainweightwhensheis

cheatinglegoneshedoesitphalae

lelahela.You'renotreadyfora



relationshiphealthwiseand

financially,basadibabataobecha

especiallybonebabaratangmadi

basaiphesepeba.Ifshewas

workingmakinghermoneyshe

wouldn'tneedtodependonyou,nna

kanaOtlheokgonagontshelelafuel.

Shebuysmeclothes,whenevershe

comestomyhouseshereplacesmy

sheetsarediamotenadimaswe.

SuchwomenarerareandI'mfine

financiallyimaginerwenagoreyou're

downandoutyetyouwantagirllike

this.Thischickdatedadrugdealer,

shewasspoiltaisiwaDubaiand

givenaJeepforapresent,doyou



thinkyoucanaffordherkanetpayya

P800.YoursituationneedsaGodly

womanwhowantsnothingbutlove

aleunderstandingandwillingtohelp

yourecoverfromthisillnessbefore

shecanexpectanythingfromyou.

Chemotherapyesantseeletengin

yourbloodandyoucan'texpectyour

sexdrivebacksosoongape

emotionallyonalestressRonny,gao

readyfordilotsamarato.

Arona:It'sbeenyearssinceihave

beeninarelationship,ialsowantto

belovedammeketaakgonagonna

lonelynemister?Lewenagaobate

gothaloganyawhykereineeda



companionwenakanaonale

girlfriend.Whyshouldibeslaveto

thiscancer?Itsenoughthatican't

havemyownchildrenbutnowihave

tobelonelytoo?Whatsindidi

commit?

Hisbrotherpulledoverjustafterthe

bridgeandparkedunderthe

Mochabatreethenheadjustedhis

chairandfacedhim...

Him:Iunderstandthatyouwantlove

andyouhaveneedsjustlikeanyone

butobonaifyoudatethiswoman,



you'reeithergoingtocommitsuicide

ordieofheartcomplicationsgoga

bedihela.YoubeatcancerArona...

That'swhatyoushouldbethankful

forandverysoonyourinsurance

claimtabeetsena,bepatient.Let

thiswomangosoyoucanrecover

properly,ilikedherbeforeIfoundout

whosheis,thiswomansleptwith

brothersandmadethemfightasif

that'snotenoughoneofthemkilled

theotherandtheycookedupastory

forhimtobeacquittedincourtgotwe

keselfdefencebuthissisterand

familyknowverywellthatthisguy

killedhisbigbrotherforsleepingwith



hisfiancéeandifyoudon'tstayaway

fromhisBabymamaandsonhewill

killyoutooorworseframeyouwith

drugs.Akoontheetse

Arona:(shookhishead)Wenagao

thaloganyegapegonejaanait'stoo

latebecauseialreadyloveher...Do

youknowwhatit'sliketolove

anotherperson?(tearfully)Iloveher,I

wishididn'tbutido...Idon'tknow

howithappedsoquicklennake

iphithetsekemoratahela.

Him:Andyourmainproblemistofall

inlovetooquick,onalego

itshologetsadilokapelaandbelieve

whateverawomantellsyou,basadi



bamaakakana

Arona:Gonejaanatotait'stoolateto

talkaboutmenotfallingforher

becauseI'malreadyinthepitoflove

ibilegagonagorenkadirajang,i

wanttohaveafamily...Iloveher...I'll

stayawayfromhissonbutican't

leaveherleenetotashelovesme,i

canseeitinhereyesjustthatthis

guyistakingadvantageofherneeds

lennaI'muselessbecauseI'mnot

manningupfinancially.Allineedis

money

Him:(leanedbacklookingathim)Do

youknowthatthisladywillreacha

pointofwantingasecondborn?Are



yougoingtogiveherababy?

Becausesheisgoingtomakeababy

withherbabydaddy

Arona:Youdon'thavetodothat...

Canyoujuststopbeingnegative,why

osadumelegorenkaratiwake

mosadijustlikeOtlhelovesyou?

Aren'tyoutheonewhosaidyouwant

tomarry?

Him:IbeendatingOtlheforyearsand

howlonghaveyoudatedDidi?A

week?Youcan'tallowyourselftofall

inlovesoquick,iunderstandthat

you'reanxiousbutbruhcomeonnow

Arona:Youwouldn'tunderstand.Just



drivethecar...

Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoff....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

Aatilewaitedinthecarwith

takeawaysasSediapproachedand

gotinthecar,shesatdownand

closedthedoorasAatileleanedover

andkissedher...

Sheshylylookedaroundwonderingif

peoplewerepassingby,hisring



madethewholearrangement

uncomfortableandeachtimeshe

lookedatitshefeltguilty...

Aatile:(handedherthefood)Gotyour

favourite

Sedi:Canwetalk?

Aatile:(lookingather)Surebabe

what'sup?

Sedi:Mydadleftmymomand

startedanewlifeleavingusbehind

so....Idon'twantyourkidstogo

throughwhatiwentthroughgrowing

upwithoutmydad.Iknowyousaid

youdon'tloveyourwifebutsheis



stillyourwifeandyouhavethree

children.Idon'twanttobethereason

they'rewonderingwheretheirfather

is.Alsogaregolamamannaare

bolellakabannababanyetsenggore

they'reanogoarea,apparentlyit's

badlucktosleepwithamarriedman

andidon'twantto-endupnot

marriedkennalehetwakanahavinga

husbandbuteleacheatinghusband

becauseiwasonceacatalystinthe

breakingdownofahappyfamily.I

feelguiltyaboutthiswholething

Aatilelookedinhereyesandleaned

backthoughtfullylookingoutsidethe



window...

Sedi:I'msorry...Ijust....I'mnot

comfortable...Andidon'twantyour

wifetosueme,I'mjustacollege

student,ican'tpayallthemoney

homewreckerskeepgettingcharged

incourtandmymotherdoesn'thave

money.Sheisexpectingmetobethe

familybreadwinner,shewillhavea

heartattackifsheheardisleptwitha

marriedmanbecauseshehashigh

hopesinme.Icanpaybackthe

drinksyouboughtformeassoonasi

getmystudentallowance.



Aatile:(facedherandsoftlyheldher

littlehand)Iunderstandwhatyouare

sayingbutI'mtellingyouthetruth

whenIsayI'mdone,moisnot

marriageitsjustajoke,thereisno

respectorlove,wedidn'tevenhavea

weddingceremony.Itwasjustusand

2friendsthenwehaddinnerthat'sit,

gakenamogotwengwedding

picturesbecausetherewasnevera

wedding.IfshesuesyouI'llpayfor

thelawsuit

Sedi:Nnakeatshabaandpeoplehere

knowyou'reamarriedman,whatwill

theythinkofmeknowingI'msleeping

withamarriedman?



Aatile:Sediyou'renotleavingme,

thatoneisoutofquestion.Weare

notdiscussingthat.Wecantalk

aboutbeingdiscreet,I'llkeepmy

distanceandI'llworkonspeedingup

thedivorcecasebutitwilltakeavery

longtime.Sixmonthsisthe

minimumbecausedivorceisgranted

athighcourtandtheyhaveallkinds

ofcasespiling.I'mgoingtoneedyou

tobeunderstandingandpatientwith

me

Sedi:Okaybutialsohavesomething

toask,promisemethatyouwon't

havesexwithmeuntilyouhave

divorced.Iwanttokeepmyvirginity



untilyou'renotamarriedmanandi

don'twantyoutopickmeupordrop

meoff,Idon'twanttobeseenwith

youinpublicbecauseidon'tknow

whatyourwifewilldoifshecatches

me.

Aatile:OK,done...(smiledandkissed

her)Relaxcomeon...

Sedi:So...Doesthatmeanyouwon't

behavingsexwithanyonetoo?

Aatile:(laughed)It'seasyforyou

becauseyouarevirgin,youcan't

misssomethingyouhaven'ttasted...

You'regoingtohavetofindwaysto

pleasemebecausesixmonthsis



waytoomuchformeespeciallywith

theshitI'mgoingthroughathome,i

needtogettheurgeoff.Haveyou

evergivenablowjob?

Sedi:Nobutiwatchedbluemovies

Aatilelaughedandleanedback

lookingatherthenhelaughedeven

more...

Aatile:(laughed)Barebluemovie,

salekeutulelehokobluemovie

bogologolosantserelebellaka

cassettemoVCR

Sedi:(laughed)Mxmtswathe,i



meanttosaysexvideo

Aatile:Keengosarepornelegore?

Sedi:(laughed)Pornee

Aatilelaughedandkissedherthenhe

sighedandleanedbackassheate

herfood.Hetookouthisphoneand

ewalletedherP500...

Aatile:(layingonhisback)Isentyou

500,hireataxithatpicksyouupand

dropsyouofffromworkwareo

tshabaringyameakere

Sedi:Thankyou



Shefinishedherfoodandgotherbag

asAatilelookedatheradmirably,she

blushedandshylyrubbedhernose

lookingoutside..

Sedi:Whyareyoulookingatmelike

that?

Aatile:(smiledstaringadmiringher)

Nothing...I'msorryaboutwhat

happenedtoyourfamily,yourdad

walkingoutandall.

Sedi:It'sokay,I'mgrown

Aatile:Yetyou'restillhurt,icansee.

That'swhyyouwanttoleaveme



becauseyoudon'twantmykidsto

feelthepainyoufeltwhenyourdad

leftbutmycaseisdifferent.Iwas

goingtoleavewithorwithoutyou...

Mywifeisacheaterandshedoesn't

respectmethat'swhyIlostrespect

ourmarriagetoo.

Sedi:Stillihavetorespectherand

theringonyourfingeruntilitsofficial

out.

Aatile:Iunderstand,ilikeyour

honesty.

Sedi:Ihavetogo,it'stimeup.

Aatile:Alright..



Heleanedoverandkissedher

sneakinghishandinhertopbutshe

grabbedhisarmandopenedthe

door...

Sedi:(lookingathisboner)Ammeo

taagorogakogosixmonthsnerra?

Aatile:(laughed)Sentehela

Sedi:Kennahelakagosiisapenti

yame

Aatile:Ketaitshwara,skawara..

Shesteppedoutandwalkedaway.

Hewaitedforhisbonertowearoff



thenhewalkedinthebuilding

meetinghiscolleagues...

Tshepo:Isawthat...

Bayang:Metoo

Aatile:(smiledspreadinghisarms)

What?

Tshepo:Wepassedbywhenyou

werekissingherinthecar

Aatile:(raisedhiseyebrows)Itwasn't

akiss,shehadsomethinginhereyes

Both:(laughed)Right

Theyalllaughedwalkinginand



turnedlookingatanewnurse

walkingout...

Aatile:Iwanttotapthat...

Tshepo:What'swrongwithyouthese

days?

Aatile:I'mjustsaying,shehasahuge

ass,iwanttotasteafatgirl

Bayang:(pattedhisshoulder)That's

myboy!fuckthemiftheyletyou...

Hababuladiropeobajentates

Tshepo:Wenakanaobadinfluence

thesedays...



Lamecalledhimandheignoredher

callsashebeendoingsincemorning

thenshesentamessage...

Lame:Soitwasjustsex?

Aatile:Whatareyoutalkingabout?I

didn'thavesexwithyou

Lame:What?

HeborrowedBayang'sphoneand

calledher...

Lame:Hello?

Aatile:Messageslikewhatyoujust



sentmegivemeafit,Idon'twant

Sedisuspectinganythingbetween

youandme.

Lame:Soyou'regoingtocontinue

withher?

Aatile:Whatdoesthatmean?

Lame:Ithought.....(sighed)Sedi

won'thavesexwithyou,shesaysshe

doesn'twanttohavesexbefore

marriage.

Aatile:I'mnotinahurrytosexher.I

borrowedmyboss'sphone,Shap

Lame:Shap



HehungupandhandedBayangthe

phone...

Aatile:Distractthatgirlatswemogo

nna,sheisSedi'stwin...Ialreadysaid

you'remyboss,thatshouldromance

her...

Bayang:(savingthenumber)Thanks,

aretheyidentical?

Aatile:Yeahbutthisoneisafreak,

Sediisnotyetsexuallyactive

Tshepo:Moneelengnna,I'mtheone

wholikedSedifirst

Aatile:Raathaamana,wareng?



Bayang:(lookingatherDP)Sheis

beautiful...Eneokajega

Tshepo:Letmesee...(lookingatthe

pic)Passherovertomewhenyou're

donewithher

Bayang:Okay...I'lltellheryou'remy

supervisorgakeheditse

Tshepo:Sure

Theywalkedinthelabandgrabbed

theircoatsandgloves....

Atthemall...



Laterthatafternooniwalkedoutof

theshopsippingjuiceasZane

pushedaredbicyclewhileKen

carriedhisboosterseat...

Sanepassedafewpeoplethenhe

jumpedonitandstruggledwiththe

paddles,Kenheldtheseatwiththe

otherarmandpushedhimwiththe

otherfrombehindastheypasseda

fewpeoplewhosmiledatthem...

Myphonerangaswearrivedatthe

car...



Me:Hello?

Voice:Hi,thisisArona'sbrother.Isit

possibletomeetyou?

Me:What'sthisabout?

Voice:Gobatarekopana,it'snot

somethingIcandiscussoverthe

phone.

Me:Doesheknow?

Voice:Nobutitsimportant

Me:Thenit'snotoryou'dtellmeov

thephonebecauseican'tmeeta

stranger.

Him:Okay...IwastalkingtoArona

thismorning.Nemmawhyosamo



thalekagoregaomorate?

IglancedatKenashestrapped

Zane'sseatinthecarandloadedhis

bicycletheniwalkedawaylowering

myvoice...

Me:Whywouldyousaythat?

Him:I'mjustaskingyoutobehonest

withyourselfandhimaswell.From

whatiheardyoudon'tlovehimandi

don'tblameyou.Heisrecovering

fromcancer,heismoreofaburden

thanasuperheroboyfriendmost

womenwant.Heisobviouslybroke



andtoosensitivebutthegoodthing

aboutAronaisifyoudumbhim,he

won'tharassyou.Hewillbegandcry

buteventuallyhewillstayawayfrom

youleenehewillrecoverwellwithout

stress.Santserelwaletheside

effectstsatreatmentyagagwedon't

addstresstohiscondition.Naturally

Aronagaakanahehastorecover

andhedoesn'tneedstress.Hethinks

youlovehimsoyou'retheonly

personwhocanendallthese

becausegaarataoratagabomata

mookaipotsanggoreammeotetse

sentemothaloganyong.

Me:I'moffendedbyyourwords,o



buaekarekemothowabannaba

bantsiandI'mincapableofloving

Him:Nomysisterthat'snotwhatI'm

saying.KareRonnycan'taffordyou,i

havereadaboutyouinanewspaper

andhecan'taffordyou-

Me:I'mgoingtopretendididn'tgeta

callfromyou,ikgalemele.

Ihungupandwalkedtowardsthecar

butKenandZaneweren'tthere,I

crossedtheroaddialinghim...

Ken:Hello?



Me:Hi,whereareyou?

Ken:Debonair's

Me:Okay..

Ihungupandcrossedtheroad

walkingintoDebonairswhereKen

andZaneweresittingintheback

eating,Ismiledandpulledachair

sittingdown.Zaneliftedasliceand

fedme...

Zane:Mamatastemine...

Me:Itsdelicious..



Kenglancedatmeandquietlyatehis

slicethenheleanedbackandpulled

hisdrinkover,icouldtellthatphone

calldidn'tleavehimtoowellbuti

pretendedididnoticehismoodwas

different...

Ken:Whenarewegoingtotalkabout

us?

Me:Whataboutus?

Zane:Mamacanigogettheballoon?

Me:Yesbaby

KenwipedZane'shandsandputhim



downthenherantowardsthe

balloons.Myphonerangagainthen

Kentookadeepbreathgrabbinga

glassofdrink...

Me:Hello?

Arona:Hibabe

Me:(uncomfortably)Hey

Arona:I'mjustthinkingaboutyou,I'm

sorrythatthingsarealittleboring

whenit'sjustthebeginningbutijust

needalittletimetofixthings.Be

patientwithmeandyouwon'tregret

it,ipromise.IswearI'mgoingtolove

youandrespectyou...Ijustneed



time.Inthreemonthskehetsaloan

andI'mexpectingclaim-

Me:Ronnyit'snotaboutthat...

Istoodupandwalkedinthetoilet

whereiclosedmyselfinandsat

down...

Me:It'snotaboutthemoney,I'mnot

withyoubecauseofmoney.Icare

aboutyouandI'mnotgoingtohurt

you.I'mhereforyouandI'mgoingto

loveyoufaithfully,I'llbehereuntil

you'reingoodhealth...Wewillseeba

man'sclinicaboutthatproblem,don't



begmesomuch.IknowyouthinkI'm

goingtoleaveyoubutiwon't.

Arona:(sighedrelieved)Thanks,

that'sallineededyohear.Youhave

noideahowhappyIamtohearthat.I

loveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo,bye

Ihungupandwalkedbacktotable

whereKenwasleaningbackonhis

chairplayingsocceronthephone

whileZaneranaroundwithsome

whiteboys...

Ken:Didiatsomepointyouhaveto



makeadecisionbecauseI'mnot

gonnabegyoutobewithme,it's

eitheryouwantthisguyorme

becauseyou'renotgoingtohave

bothofus.Gakesesogakethakanele

mosadi.

Me:Soyouthinkyoucanjustcome

backandpickupwhereyouleftoff?

Ken:(staringatme)Don'ttalktome

withthatkindofattitude,wearehere

becauseyoucouldn'tcrossyourlegs

likeotherwomen.I'mfuckingtiredof

youactinglikeyou'reavictimwhen

weareallyourvictims.Youhaveto

makeadecision,areyoustickingto

himorcomingbacksowecanraise



ourboyasaproperfamily?Ididn't

spend5yearsinprisononlytobea

sidenigga,iwantawomanicanwife

andbuildafamilywith...(pointedat

Zane)Thatboydeservesthelovehe

hasn'treceivedinthelastfiveyears,

heshouldn'tbethatskinnyihaveto

bringfoodsohecaneatandlooklike

hisage.Hehastogotoapreschool

andknowwherehecomesfrom.You

deserveabreakfromcookingat

nightanddoingnailsallday.....I'm

heretodomypart...I'mhereto

provideforyoutwo...Iwantyouto

takeabreakfromworkingsodamn

hardandloveyourself.Getabody



massageorjustlaydownandrelax...

Eatandgainweight,youbeendoingit

alonethepastfiveyearsI'mherenow,

takeabreakandrest.Youdeserveit

babe...

Hereachedforbothofmyhandsand

kissedthemthenhelookedinmy

eyes...

Ken:Let'spretendLorenever

happened,thispolicemannever

happened...Let'sassumewestopped

attheweddingpreparationsand

carryonwiththebiggerplan.Please



MrsDaniel....Wearealreadydone

withthetraditionalpart,wenever

evencancelledanything...Allwehave

todoistalktoourparentskago

pegamainaandgetmarriedthen

travelwithourboy...Wedeserveit,

webeenthroughsomuch...Please

sayyes

Me:(tearfully)Iwanttobut....

Ken:Butwhat?

Me:Ican't....IloveyouandIwantto

beyourwife,IwantZanetohavea

familybutIcan't,I'msorry.I'mwith

Aronanowandihavetorespecthim.

Ken:(sighed)Soyou'rechoosinghim?



Me:Idon'thaveachoice,youdon't

understand.

Ken:AndI'llneverunderstandbutat

leastnowIcanmoveon.

AronacalledagainthenKengrabbed

thephoneandputitinthefullglass

ofCokethenhewalkedaway...

Ken:(turned)I'mstayingwithZane,

hewillvisityouonweekends

becauseididn'tdestroythisfamily,

youdid!Don'tcometomyhouse

unannouncedanddon'tthinkabout

causingdramawhenifindagirlfriend,



I'mdonewiththisshit...

HeliftedZaneandwalkedawayasi

putmyfingersintheglassandtook

outmyphonetheniopeneditand

wipedit.Irubbedmytearsand

walkedout................

AlwaysremembertoLIKEANDleave

usaCOMMENT...

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.
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AtLolo'sOffice....

Herformersupervisorknockedand

walkedinasLoloabsentmindedly

staredatthewall,shejumpedand

displayedasmileastheladysat



down...

Lolo:Hi..

Her:Hi...Congratulationsonceagain,

youknowineverthoughtyouwentto

auniversity.Notthatyoulook

academicallyungifted(theyboth

laughed)Butbecauseyouneversaid

anythingaboutyourdegreewhenyou

wereservingdrinksintherestaurant.

Youwerehumbleandyourespected

me

Lolo:Thankyou

Her:Andnowyou'remyboss...

Wondersshallneverend



Lolo:(smiled)No,you'llalwaysbemy

boss.

Her:Idon'tknowifI'minvadingyour

privacymygirlbutyou'relikemylittle

sistersoifI'mworriedabout

somethingI'llletyouknow.Itseems

likethepast2daysyoubeencoming

toworkshabby...Andyouseem

stressed,issomethingbotheringyou?

Lolo:It'sjustsmallthings,I'llbefine

Her:Learntoaskforhelp...It's

nothingembarrassing

Lolo:(sighedlookingdown)Icheated

onmyhusbandandinresponsehe

tookittoanotherlevel,ididitwitha



marriedmanbecauseiwasjust

lookingforthatthrill...Iwantedto

feellikealittlegirl...Ineverhadtime

tobeateenageranddoallthese

crazythingsbecauseiwasbusy

raisingmydaughteraloneandtheni

gotmarried.Myhusbandisagood

man...Wasagoodman.Heneverdid

thecrazythingsonewouldwantto

feelbecausehehadproblemsofhis

owntoo.Hehadachildtoraise.We

neverhadtimetofoolaroundandour

sexdidn'thavethatthing...Itwasas

ifwewere65yearsold.Ionly

cheatedforsexbutheistakingitto

anotherlevelandithinkheisgetting



addictedtocheatingandmaybehe

willleaveme.Icaughthimfingering

ourmaidinthekitchenandithinkhe

wasgoingtosexherifihadn't

walkedin,ialsosawareceiptthathe

paidforanexecutiveroom...Those

roomsareexpensiveandhenever

hadsuchatastebefore.Hecurrently

doesn'thavedebtssoiknowheis

loadedbecausewhenwemethehad

debtssohecouldn'tspoilme.I

checkedhisbankstatement

yesterday,hisloanlongpaidoffandi

knowwomenlovemoney,I'mafraid

thetimeigotspoiledbyanotherman

hetookpointersandI'mafraidheis



goingtospoilgirlstoo....Heis

changinghiswardrobeandheis

cuttinghishairmogosmartmo

esengbochisel,heisupgradingand

becomingthissexymanineverknew

existed.I'minsecure,imadehuge

mistakesbutilovemyhusband.I

can'taskforhelpbecauseIstartedit,

wealsodidn'tmarrytherightwaysoi

can'taskhisparentstohelpI'mjust

alone.

Her:I'dadviseyoutostayhome,don't

askhimanythingandjustdoyour

duties,lethimvent.Lethimsatisfy

himselfandwhenheisdoneyou'll

seeitthat'swhenyou'lltalktohim.



Lolo:It'shardknowinghehasthis

crazysideofhimineverknew,nowi

wanttotastehimtoobecauseheis

likeanewmanbuthewon'tgiveme

achance.(rubbedhertears)Whatif

heisdonewithme?Iwassosurehe

willnevercheatonme,hewasthe

softkindbutnowheisturningintoa

badboy..

Her:Givehimtimeandinthe

meantimeshowhimhowsorryyou're

Lolo:Okay...

Her:Lookingshabbywon'thelpeither,

lookgoodtoobutdon'tactslattyit

mightjustproveyou'renotworth



marrying.

Lolo:OK

Shesighedthoughtfullyandshook

herhead....

Atthemall....

Aronasteppedoutofthepharmacy

andwalkedtowardshiscarasa

blackshinycarsloweddownnextto

him,hewaitedforthecartopassbut

itstoppedandthedriverolleddown

thewindow..



HesmiledlookingatAronawhowas

shortandtinywithabeautiful

smoothfacelikeateen...

Him:Hi

Arona:Hello

Him:Officerineedyourhelp,um....

Thecarbehindhimhonked...

Arona:Pullover,you'recausingtraffic.



Thedrivermadeaturnandparked

nexttoArona'scarasheunlocked

hisandthrewhissupplimenetsinthe

backseatthentheymethalfway

betweenthecarsandshookhands....

Thestrangemanwasmarriedandhe

appearedtobequiteasmilerashe

couldn'tstopsmilingathim..

Him:Hi...MynameisLefokoZambo...

ButyoucanjustcallmeWord

Arona:Arona,canihelpyou?I'mkind

ofbusy,kedojitsekotirong

Lefoko:Iwasgivenchargesforsome



trafficviolationsandI'dliketoknow

ifyoucouldassistmewith

something,iwonderiftheyhavean

expirydatemaybeyoucangetoneof

yourcolleaguestoexplainit

Arona:Ok,canihavealookatthem?

Lefoko:Idon'thavethemherewith

me,canIhaveyournumber?

Arona:Sure

Lefokotookouthissmartphoneand

savedhisnumber..

Lefoko:I'llgiveyouacall



Arona:Surebruh

Aronaturnedandwalkedawayas

Lefokostaredathislittlebuttandgot

inhiscardrivingoff....

AtKen'sMotor's....

Kenandhisfatherwalkedaroundthe

yardasZanesatinthecarwithall

thewindowsopenplayinggameson

hisphone...

Ken:(concluded)Soidon'tknowif



I'mmakingtherightdecision,I'mnew

tothisfatheringthingandidon't

wanttomakemistakesthatwill

affectmyson.

Him:Childrenaremuchhappierwith

theirmother'sandrememberyoustill

needtogetyourbusinessoffthe

ground.Stayingwithachildisalotof

work..

Ken:Butidon'twanttodealwithDidi

everydaybecauseimightjustlose

mytemperwithher,wantenaandi

hatehowshealwaysplaysvictim.

Him:Isn'tsheavictim?Shesawyou

killaperson,asmuchasyouwantto



actlikenothinghappenedshestill

remembersitandmaybesheis

scaredofyou.

Ken:GagonaDidiyoontshabang,she

mustbegladididn'tshoother

becausethatwastheoriginalplan.I

gavehermyheartandsheslicedit

withaknife,howmuchofavictim

couldshebe?Eitherwayihave

acceptedherdecisionandI'mfine,

I'mjustworriedaboutmyson.

Him:Givehimbackandtakeitone

stepatatime,Zanecallsyoudad

becausehethinksit'syourname,

that'snotgood.YouneedDidiforyou

tohaveahealthyrelationshipwith



yourson.Respecther

Ken:IguessIunderstand

Him:Thebestgiftafathercangive

hischildistoloveandrespectthe

motherevenifyou'renottogether,it's

alessontoZanethathemust

respectthatwomanjustbecauseshe

ishismothernotthatsheisanangel.

Ken:Okay...

Him:Haveyouhandedinyourtender

application?

Ken:Yes,I'mwaitingforthe

confirmation.

Him:Good,focusonthebusiness

andgiveDiditimetosortoutherlife,



shedidn'tevenknowyou'dbeout

soon.Iknowyourmotherandsister

hateherbutIunderstandherfrom

theperspectiveofaman,iknowwe

canbepersuasive.Loretook

advantage,Didiisnotthatbadand

thiswholethingonlyexploded

becauseofhowyouandLorereacted.

Youcouldhavebothdumpedheror

Lorecouldhavekepthismouthshut

oryoucouldhaveforgivenherand

moved,somanyoptionsbutyou

chosetofight...

Ken:(sighed)Yeah...



Theycontinuedwalkedaroundthe

yard....

AtMaunpolicestation...

LateronAronawalkedintheoffice

andreceivedacall...

Arona:Hello?

Voice:Hi,keLefoko...Canwetalk?

Arona:Sure

Lefoko:Areyoustraight?

Arona:(offended)Whatareyoutrying

tosay?Isthatwhyyoutookmy



number?DoIlookgaytoyou?

Lefoko:Ronlisten...I'mnotsaying

you'regaybutihaveabusiness

proposalforyou.Howwouldyoulike

tomake6Kinanhour?

Arona:Whatdoyoumean?

Lefoko:Wouldyoubeinterested?

Arona:Yesbut...Itdepends,I'ma

policeofficer

Lefoko:Iwanttokissyouketsaya

gorewantshwaragorekareng

Arona:I'mnotgay

Lefoko:Youdon'thavetobegay,you

justhavetohavethemindofa



businessman.Whowillknow?And

thisisajustaonceofthing

Arona:Didn'tiseearingonyour

finger?Areyougay?

Lefoko:I'mamarriedmanandihave

kidsbut...Thesethingshappen...So

wareng?6Kinanhourornot?

Arona:Gakegay,gotrysomewhere

else

Lefoko:Nnakenekebatasomeone

ofyourbodysizebutit'scool,Shap

Arona:Shap

Hehungupandsighedindisbelief...



AtAatile'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonAttiewalkedin

thehouseasBabysweptthefloor...

Aatile:Hey

Baby:Hidaddy

Aatile:Isyourmomhome?

Baby:Notyet

Aatile:Okay...Whereiseveryone?

Baby:ThabiisbathingJuniorand

Mayaisoutwithherfriend



Aatile:Whatfriend?

Baby:Shegoestoschoolwithhim

butheisinformthree

Aatile:Wheredoeshestay?

Baby:TwoyardsafterMaEdmund's

House.

Aatile:Howlonghasshebeenout?

Baby:30minutes

Aatile:Okay

Hewalkedinthebedroomdialing

Maya...

Maya:Hello?



Aatile:BoelamolwapengMaya,I'm

givingyou5minutestobehereandif

you'renotyouwon'tlikethe

consequences.

Hehungupandthrewthephone

downthenhechangedhisclothes

andknockedonThabi'sdoor,she

wassittingonthebedapplyinglotion

onJuniorthenAatileputhimdown.

Aatile:(handedhimhisclothes)Go

giveyoursistertohelpyou

Juniorranoutsidethenheleaned



overandkissedThabiwhojustsat

therereceivingitwithherhandson

herlap,shewasn'tcomfortable

enoughtotouchhimbuteverytouch

hegaveherwetherandlefther

throbbing...

Aatileletgoofherandlockedthe

doorthenhewalkedoverand

unzippinghistrousersasThabi

respectfullyremainedseatedonthe

bedwithherhandsonherlap...

Hepulledheroverasshesatonher

kneesthenhefedherandthrust.



***

MeanwhileLolowalkedinthehouse

holdingherhandbagandwalkedpast

theBabyasshedressedherlittle

brother,sheglancedatthekitchen

andnoticedThabiwasn'ttherethen

sheheadedtothebathroomknowing

Aatilewashome.

Therewasnooneinthebathroom

thensheclosedthedoorandwalked

outbumpingintoAatilewalkingout

ofherroomzippinghispants,she



didn'tsayawordandwalkedinto

Thabi'sroominstead...

Shepausedatthedoorandlookedat

Thabiasshewipedhermouthand

foldedJunior'sclothes...

Lolo:Thabiaresleepingwithmy

husband?

Thabi:No

Lolo:Whatwashedoinginhere?

Thabi:HewaslookingforMaya

Lolo:Ihopeso...I'mwatchingyou

anddon'tthinkforaminutethati



don'tknowhefingeredyou.

Thabi:Heneverdidthat..

Lolo:Right...

Shewalkedbacktotheirbedroom

andsatonthebedtakingoffher

clothesasAatilelaidonthebed

chattingonhisphone.

Shefrownedfeelingnauseousand

rushedtothebathroomwhereshe

threwupandsighedthoughtfully...

Shesilentlycountedandwidenedher



eyescoveringhermouth,shehadn't

gottenherinjectiontheprevious

month.Shewashedhermouthand

walkedbacktothebedroom...

Lolo:IthinkI'mpregnant

Aatile:(pressinghisphone)Didyou

tellthefather?

Lolo:Whatdoyoumean?Wehave

beenhavingunprotectedsexandi

neverhadunprotectedsexwith

anyoneelseexceptyou.

Aatile:(smiledandsenthisreplythen

heturnedtoherwithaseriousface)

I'mnotthefatherofyourchild,ska



batagontenaI'mhavingagoodday

goloha...

Hechangedhisclothesandsprayed

perfumeonhimselfthenhewalked

out...

Aatile:I'mgoingtoBayangweare

goingtowatchthegame,repeatledi

highlightstsatengsoIdon'tknow

whenI'llbeback,lockup

HewalkedpastMayawhofearfully

walkedin...



Aatile:(toher)Nakoekego

shapelanggosannamolwapeng

wenaotilegorayabathooregake

rrago....

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff.....

Atmyhouse...

LaterthateveningAronawalkedin

thehouseandfoundmelayingonthe

bedwatchingTV,hesatnexttome

andkissedmycheek...



Arona:Hey,whydidn'tyouanswer

yourphone?Ithoughtweagreed

you'llansweryourphoneallthetime...

TearsfilledmyeyeswhenItriedto

explain,iwasstillhurtandihadnot

talkedtoanyoneaboutit...

Me:Kensoakedmyphone,itdoesn't

work..

Arona:Why?

Me:Becauseirejectedhim..

Arona:Doyouwanttoreporthim?



Me:No,idon'twantdrama.I'mgoing

tomakehimbuymeaphone...He

willbuymyphonebecauseitsnota

cheapphonekeikwinetsephoneeo

koMascomkwaandthereasoni

couldn'taffordtofixitscracked

screenisbecauseit'saserious

phonethenhesoaksitincokelike

it'snothinghelakagoreirejected

him.Hecan'tdothatandgetaway

withit.Heisgoingtobuyitandke

batayoneyakoMascomya5.5

Arona:Don'tmakehimbuyit,he

mightwantsomethinginreturnor

justuseittolureyou.I'llgetyoua

phone..



Me:No,you'reindebts.Idon'twant

todothattoyou..

Arona:(smiledandkissedme)

Listen......I'mgoingtogetyouthat

phone,okay?

Me:Okay

Arona:Stopcrying...Okay,don'tbeg

thisguy.I'llgetyouaphoneanwago

thabiwakedithongabonaotshwere

phoneeesiamengelenchabecause

hewantsyoutobeghim...Okay

Me:Ok

Arona:(stoodup)Ihavetodropoff

somethingatmymother'shouse,I'll

seeyouinanhourortwo,isthatokay?



Me:Yeah...

Hekissedmeandwalkedout.....

AtZambo'soffice.....

LateronLefokopulledtheblindfolds

ofhiswindowtalkingtothe

telephone...

Lefoko:(laughed)AeBlueyoucan

notsaythat,Fenkeaimajang

becauseyouspecificallytoldmethat

youwantedtomarryherfirst?



Hiscellphonevibratedonthedesk

thenhesmiledlookingatthescreen...

Lefoko:I'llcallyoubackandplease

comehometonightsoyourmother

andIcantalkaboutit.Bye(hehung

upandpickedthecellphone)Hello?

Arona:Canwetalk?

Lefoko:Aboutthe6K?

Arona:Yes,whatexactlydoyoudo?

Lefoko:Whydon'tibookaroomand

wecantalkthere?

Arona:Ok



Hehungupanddialedhisassistant

forreservations....

Attheguesthouse.....

AboutanhourlaterAronaparkedin

frontoftheroomandsteppedout

lookingatthedoorthenhetooka

deepbreathandknocked.

Wordopenedthedoorandlethimin

thenhelockedupandlickedhislips

lookingatArona,hisheightandtiny



bodyplushislightcomplexionhad

himdrooling......

Arona:Canyoutellmewhathappens

first?

Lefoko:This....

Heslowlyleanedoverandkissedhim

thenhepulledoutArona'st-shirtand

squeezedhistinybutt,Aronatooka

deepbreathastearsfilledhiseyes,

hecouldn'tbelievethatwastheroad

hisfinanceshadleadhimto...



Lefokolookedinhistearyeyesthen

heleanedoverandkissedhim...

Lefoko:Iwon'thurtyou...turnaround

andtouchthebed...

Aronadroppedhispantsturning

aroundandbentoverasLefoko

inspectedhishole,heinserthis

middlefingerandsmackedhisbutt

thenheturnedhimaroundandkissed

humunzippinghisjeans...

HisDfelldownwhippinghisthighs

thenAronatrippedandfellonthebed



withhismouthopen...

Arona:Shit...

Lefoko:Relax...

Lefokograbbedthelubandoiled

himself...

Arona:aren'tyouwearingacondom?

Lefoko:(smiled)Why?Doyouthink

you'llfallpregnant?Don'tbeababy

Aronareluctantlystoodup...



Arona:Ican't,ithoughtodirisa

condom

Lefoko:Soyoubroughtmeouthere

forjokes?Ipaidforthisroomkana

Arona:GapennatotaithoughtI'dbe

givingyouahandjoborsomething,

I'mnotgay.I'msorry

Hegrabbedhist-shirtbutLefoko

grabbedhisarmandpushedhim

backonthebed,Aronapushedhim

offtryingtogetupbutheangrily

slappedhimontheface...



Lefoko:(angrily)Otogaoswabathe

monnaodiraeng?skampusher

Arona:Wampolaatherra,siaha

godimogame

Lefoko:(chokedhimdown)Nna

sente,obatagonthayaoregawa

jewamatayolaolemontejaana...Nna

sente

Aronapushedhimoffandran

towardsthedoorbutLefokograbbed

himandpushedhimagainstthewall

puttinghisarmaroundhisneckthen

hepolishedhisDand#removed....

*



*

*

*

*

.
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Attheguesthouse...

Lefokopoundedhimonelasttime

gruntingholdinghisphonehigheras

Aronapulledapillowandputitover



hisface,Lefokopulleditawayand

loweredthephonetohisfacebut

Aronaturnedhisheaddownburying

itonthesheetsthenLefokomoved

thecameratohistinysmoothbutt

andrecordedasheslowlyslidout....

Lefoko:(spankedandsqueezedhim)

F#ck!

Hegrabbedatowelandwiped

himselfasAronaquicklygotupand

hurriedtothetoiletcoveringhisface.

***



MinuteslaterLefokoknockedonthe

toiletdoorholdingArona'sringing

phoneandwalkedinhandingitover.

AronalookedatDidi'scallandhung

upthenheputthephonedownand

coveredhisfacewhileLefokostood

nexttohimrubbinghisbackashe

satonthetoiletseatholdingarollof

TP...

Lefoko:Let'sgoshower...(he

flashedthetoilet)Standup...

Arona:I'llshoweralone...(lookedup



athim)kantejaanongwhydidyou

takeavideo?

Lefoko:Itdoesn'tevenshowyour

face,youhavenothingtoworryabout.

Iwasjustrecordingpenetration...Its

noteverydaythatimeetavirgin.

Arona:Aesuthatherra..

Lefoko:Wasimollaakere?Obatare

lwagape?(hekeptquiet)Hee?

Aronawipedhimselfandstoodup

lookingathim,hisheightwasashigh

asLefoko'sbreastandhislight

weightdidn'thelpeither.Healready

knewLefokowasroughandhedidn't



haveaproblembeatinghimsohe

didn'twanttoarguewithhimfor

long...

Lefoko:(kissedhim)Iunderstand

thatyouarenotcomfortablebecause

it'syourfirsttimebutnoonecansee

you..Itsjustmeandyou...Iloveyou

andifyouwerecomfortablewiththis

I'dtakegoodcareofyou...Ifyou

need6Kenoughtodothisforme

thenyouneedmealltogether.Alot

ofguysaredoingthis,whatmatters

isthatyoukeepitasecret...I'ma

marriedman,doyouthinkpeoplesee

itwheniwalkaroundwithmywife?



No,soit'ssorelax...

Arona:Sowhendoyoupayme?

Lefoko:Ialreadytransferredit,check

yourbalance...

Aronapickedhisphoneandlookedat

the8Knotification...

Lefoko:Happy?

Arona:Therraakoosuthevideoeo

keagokopa,I'mapoliceofficerand

thiscannotleak.Noneofmythings

aregoingwellatthemomentkeago

kopajustdeletethevideo.



Lefoko:ItoldyouI'mnottalking

aboutthatvideobecauseitdoesn't

showyourface

Arona:(tearfully)Therrakeagokopa

suthavideo,whatdoyouwantmeto

doforyoutodeleteit?Shouldwedo

thisagainthenyoudeleteit?

Lefoko:Anhourhasn'tpassedsoi

haven'texhaustedmytime,kego

dueletseawara.

Arona:I'mgoingtoreportyou

Lefoko:(angrily)Ketaagobetsakana

laitakawaitse

Arona:(lookingathisdogtag)I'm

goingtoreportyoukomilitarypolice



Lefoko:(laughedandkissedhim)I

longgotdismissedfromtheforce,

comehere...

HegrabbedArona'sarmleadinghim

tothebedroom...

Arona:Therraakoosuthevideokea

gokopa,ihaveagirlfriend.

Lefoko:Shewon'tseeit

Arona:Whatifyourwifeseesit?Can

youjustthinkaboutthisforasecond

Lefokowenttotheheadboardand



grabbedalubricantthenArona

grabbedhisphoneandwrapped

himselfwithasheetrunningoutside.

Lefokoputonhisshortsandchased

himallthewaytothecarwhere

Aronaslammedthedoorand

manuallylocked,itwasalittleafter

9pmandnoonewasoutside....

Lefoko:(knockedonthewindow)

Ronnyobatagonnokakanajang?I

paidforanhour,oiran?

Arona:(holdingthesteeringwheel)

Canyoudeletethatvideobeforei



launchacaseofassaultandrape?

Lefoko:IfyoudothatI'mpostingit

onFacebook,legonehowareyou

goingtoproveitsrapewhenipaid

you?Akereyoudroveyourselfhere?

Andwhatwillyougainfromreporting

me?Youthinkwomenwilleverwant

youiftheyhearyouaremybitch?

Bitchifuckingownyou,doyou

understandme?Sothisgoestwo

ways,eitheryougetbackinthereand

doasweagreedandidon'tpostthis

videooooryoudriveoffandImake

youfamous....Wewillseewhatyour

girlfriendandcolleagueswillthink

seeingmydickgoinginandoutof



yourass.Nxlastupidassbitch...

Arona:(tearfully)Gonemmewhyo

dirayalonerra?

Lefoko:(movedback)Gapelegone

youleftyourpantsintherewithyour

carkeyskanayagagoekgwetswaka

lerete...

Heturnedandwalkedbackinthe

roomthenheclosedthedoor.Arona

putbothhandsoverhisfacecrying

sittinginthecarthenhelooked

aroundtomakesurenoonecould

seehimandsteppedout.Hisarse

wasstillitchingfromallthecracking



hegot....

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedover

tothebedwhereLefokowaslyingon

hisbackstrokinghisbonerwitha

lub...

Lefoko:Comeblowit....

Aronadroppedthesheetsand

crawledonthebedbetweenhis

legs.....

AtMaDaniel'sHouse....



MaDanielgotZanefromKenand

smiledlookingathim...

MaDaniel:WhyisGoddoingthisto

me?ThisboylookslikeOfanawhen

hewasababy...MyGod

Otlhe:(smiledandtouchedhischeek)

HeihelookslikeOfanaautwa

MaDaniel:(tearfullysmiledatZane)

Papa?Howareyou?

Zane:Fine

Ken:I'mleavinghimforanhour,i

havetomeetabusinesspartner,I'll



comegethimwhenI'mdone.

MaDaniel:Noproblem...

Ken:ZaneI'llcomegetyouokay?

Zane:Iwanttogowithyou

Ken:I'mgoingtodiscusssomething

withsomeone,itwon'ttakelong

Zane:Iwantmama

Ken:Okaycomehere

Hegothimandputhimonhischest...

Ken:LetmetakehimtoDidi'shouse,

sheisn'tansweringherphonesoI

thoughtmaybesheisoutworking.



MaDaniel:Okay...GoodnightZane

Zane:Bye

Kenwalkedoutanddroveoff....

AtLolo'sHouse...

Laterthatnightjustafterlightsout

Mayaknockedthebedroom,Lolo

respondedthenshewalkedinand

satonthebed...

Lolo:(peeledtheduvet)Comein...



Mayagotinandworetheduvet

facinghermother...

Lolo:Howareyou?

Maya:Fine...

Lolo:You'rerubbingyourfatherthe

wrongwaywiththisboy

Maya:Butididn'tevenstayoutthat

longandwedon'tdoanythingwhen

wearetogether.

Lolo:Itdoesn'tmatter,youshouldn't

spendsomuchtimewithaboy.Very

soonhewillbeaskingforakiss

Maya:(smiled)Wealreadykissed



Lolo:(laughed)Pleasetellmeyou're

stillaVirgin

Maya:Uhmama?Ofcourseiam...

Babyslowlyopenedthedoorand

walkedinthenshesmiledand

jumpedontheothersideofthebed...

Lolo:Inourculturenooneis

supposedtosleeponamarried

couple'sbedexceptthatcouple,it'sa

taboo

Maya:Ialsoknowagirlshouldn't

bathatnight



Baby:(laughed)Oldpeople!

Maya:Anywaysmomiwon'tlosemy

virginityuntilimeettherightguy.

Don'tworryaboutme.…andheisa

niceguyfromanicefamily.Weboth

agreedwewon'thavesexbefore

marriage.

Lolo:Ilikethat

Maya:Don'ttelldadikissedaboy..

Babykeptquietandgotoffthebed...

Lolo:Whereareyougoing?

Baby:I'msleepy



Maya:You'renotsleepy...I'msorryi

talkedaboutvirginity

Baby:(angrily)Whosaidthat'swhat

botheringme?Areyoushowingoff?

Lolo:Babydon'ttalktoyoursister

likethat

Baby:(tearfully)Nowhyisshe

jumpingtoconclusions?I'mgoingto

sleep...

Maya:Babypleasecomeback,daddy

isonanightshirtwegettosleepwith

mama

Baby:I'llsleepwithJunior



Sheslammedthedooronherway

outandlefttheminsilence...

Maya:(gotup)I'llgokeepher

company

Lolo:It'sokay,laydown...Giveher

somespace,let'ssleep...

Inthegirl'sroom....

MeanwhileBabygotinbedand

grabbedherphoneastearswether

pillow,sheclickedonherWhatsApp

andupdatedherstatus..."Ihate



myself".

Sherubbedhereyesandbrowsed

throughthenetthenshereceiveda

messagefromherAatile...

Dad:Ididn'tknowyouhave

WhatsApp,whendidthishappen?

Baby:Ijustdownloadedit

Dad:Whydoyouhateyourself?

Baby:Just

Dad:YourmomandIloveyou,Maya

andJuniorloveyouevenmore.

Baby:Nooneisgoingtoloveme



whenIgrowup.

Dad:Why?

Baby:BecauseIwasrapedandihave

HIV,imightaswellkillmyselfnow.

Dad:You'rebreakingmyheart

Baby:Mineisalreadybroken

Dad:CanyougowatchHouse?What

episodeareweon?

Baby:8

Dad:Goandwatchit,I'llbehomeina

coupleofminutesandwecanwatch

ittogether.IsMayastillup?

Baby:Idon'tknow

Dad:Itdoesn'tmatter,shewillcatch



uplater.MakepopcornI'mcoming

home

Baby:(smiledtyping)Ok

Dad:Deletethatstatus,youshouldn't

cryinpublicbecauseboyswilltake

advantageofyou.Talktomomif

you'redown

Baby:It'sherfaultihaveHIV,I'dbe

OKifshedidn'tlovemoneyandevery

dayshepretendsshelovesme.

Dad:Weallmakemistakes,gomake

popcornI'mcoming.

Baby:Ok



Shedeletedherstatusandwalked

outpassingbythebedroom,there

wassilencethensheslowlyopened

thedoorandlookedatMayasleeping

onLolo'sshoulder.

Sheclosedthedoorandwenttothe

kitchenwhereshemadepopcorn,

minuteslaterAatilegothomeand

theysatonthecouchwatching

episodesofHouse...

Baby:(chewing)Ilovethisguy

Dad:(laughed)Heisascumbag...He

makesthehospitalincompetent



Baby:(laughed)Hegivesthestory

vavum...

Dad:Nah

Baby:Iwanttobealabtechnician

likeyou,Idon'twanttobeadoctor

becauseI'mnotgoodattalking.Ilack

confidence

Dad:Youdon'tlackconfidence,you're

justafraidtochallengeyourselfbutif

youwantthelabit'sstillcool.You'll

stilltechnicallybeadoctoryoujust

don'tmeetthepatients,youpassthe

diagnosistotheotherdoctorto

deliverthenews.

Baby:Ilikethat.(reluctantly)Iheard



youandmamaarguing,areyougoing

togetadivorce?

Lolowalkedoverandpausedatthe

passagelistening...

Dad:Probably,yourmomandidon't

loveeachotheranymore.Wefightall

thetimesoit'sbestwepartways

Baby:IfyoudivorceI'mstayingwith

you,doigettochoose?

Dad:Yeah,you'reoldenough.

Baby:Iwantyou,idon'tthinkmama

lovesmebecauseshegavemetoa



mansohecanrapeme.I'llnever

forgiveherforthatandiknowshe

thinkssorryisenoughbutitwon't

takeawayHIVandmynightmares.

Dad:Doyoucounsellingwillhelpif

wegiveitatryonelasttime?

Baby:No,itwon'tmakemeloveher

Dad:Butshelovesyouknowthat

Baby:Shedoesn'tandhersistertold

methatiwasalsorapedwheniwas

2yearsold.Isthattrue?

Dad:You'llhavetoaskherthat

Baby:Iknowit'strue,ihearpeople

gossipingaboutit.Thisothergirlat

schooloncesaidihaveAidsbecause



iwasrapedandsincethenothers

don'twanttotouchme,theykeepa

distanceandidon'thavefriendsat

schoolevenMayaisalwayswithher

friendbutiknowshelikesmesheis

justtoobusy.

Dad:(putmorepopcorninhismouth)

Weallhaveproblems,you'llbefine

onceyoulearnnottoexpectanything

fromanyone.Idon'texpectanyoneto

makemehappyexceptmyself.

Loloquietlywalkedbacktothe

bedroomandlaiddownastearswet

thepillowwhileMayasnorednextto



her....

Atmyhouse...

Onthesamedayjustbeforemidnight

itiedmyoldphonewitharubber

bandandswitchediton,eachtime

thebandgotlooseitswitchedoffsoi

hadtoholdittightwiththeother

handwhiledialingwiththeother...

Arona'sphonerangunansweredfora

whileuntilhepicked...



Arona:(lowvoice)Hello?

Me:Hi,what'sgoingon?Youhaven't

beenansweringyourphoneforhours

Arona:Um...I'mnotfeelingwell.

Me:Canicomeover?

Arona:No,pleasedon't...Ijustneed

timeonmyowntosortmyselfout.

Maybeaweek.I'llcallyouwhenI'm

ready.

Me:Wowsophonehelayamma

phoneischasingyouaway?Heelarra

youdidn'thavetopromisemea

phonebecauseiknowyoucan't

affordonethat'swhyineverasked

youforone,isthatwhyyouhaven't



beenpickingmycallsbecauseyou

thinkIwantaphone?You'renota

manArona...Gaomonnasepe

gothelele

Arona:Didipleas-

Me:No,wearedoneArona.Don't

evercallme,I'msickandtiredofyou

needingtimeandthisandthat,you're

tooneedyandit'sexhausting.

Arona:(softly)Ihavethemoneyfor

yourphonennakennakesaikutweng

sente,I'msendingyouthemoney

now.TsayamadiatengbecauseI

don'tneedit,notthatIwantyouto

takemeback.Justthat...Itwas



yourstobeginwith.Goandgetthe

moneythendeletemynumber,its

okay.I'mnotamananymoreandi

can'tevenlookyouintheeyes,lifeis

goinghardonmeandthereare

thingsineedtoacceptaboutmyself,

forthatineedtimeonmyownunder

theprivacyofmyownhousetodeal

withmydemons.I'msorryiwasn't

enough.Bye

Me:Wait-

Arona:It'sokayDidi,goodnight

Hehungupthenisighedthoughtfully,

minuteslaterthemoneyreported



thenitriedtocallhimbuthehad

blockedme.

Isatthereforseveralminutes

wonderingwhattodothenIsaw

lights,ipeakedoutsideandnoticedit

wasKenwalkingovercarryingZane.

Iopenedthedoorthenhewalkedin...

Ken:Hehasbeencryingaskingfor

you,hedozedoffontheway

Me:Okay,layhimonhismattress...



Kenlaidhimdownandtookoffhis

shoesthenheputthetoycaronhis

handsandtuckedhimin.Itwas

beautifulwatchinghimdoitsoeasy

likehehadbeenadadforyears,Zane

evenhadTimberlandshoesidentical

tohis.

Ifoldedmyarmsandsmiledathim

ashegotupandhandedmeZane's

phonewiththecharger...

Ken:Hisphone

Me:Thanks..

Ken:Goodnight,callmeifyouneedto



gosomewhere,I'mhomemostofthe

time.

Me:Thanksforbringinghimback

Ken:Justdoingwhat'sbestforhim.

Goodnight...

Heturnedaroundwalkingouttheni

grabbedhisarmbeforehecould

reachforthelock...

Me:Wait...

Heturnedbackandlookedatme

thenislowlytookoffmynightdress



andmovedovertohimputtingmy

armsaroundhisneckandkissedhim

ashereluctantlykissedmebriefly

andstoppedme...

Me:It'slate...Don'tgo,you'llgointhe

morning...

Ken:(tookmyarmsoffhisneck)I

meantwhatIsaid...

Me:Ohcomeondaddyiknowyou're

dyingtosmashthis...

Iunhookedhisbeltandunbuttoned

hisjeansputtingmyhandinsidehis

jeansbuthegrabbedmywristand



pulledoutmyhand..

Ken:Ay....Ay...Stop...Lookatme..(i

lookedinhiseyes),I'mnotaside

nigga,don'tevertouchmydicklike

thatagain.Weareco-parentingnot

fuckbuddies..

Me:IbrokeupwithArona-

Ken:Idon'tcareanymore...(looked

downatmycleavage)Coverup!(i

pulledupmynightgownandcovered

myself)Foroncebehavelikengwana

waMotswana.WTF!You'rebehaving

likeaslut...



Hewalkedoutfixinghisbeltand

droveofftheniclosedthedoorand

shamefullysatonthebedclosingmy

legstogether...

6MONTHSLATER.....
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AtZane'sChalets......

Ataxidroppedatthegatetheni

walkedinpassingabigboardwritten

ZANE'SCHALETS,Kenhadredone

theoldmotoryardwithsmallchalets,



therewas8ofthemwithasmall

officenotfarfromthegate...

Hehadnotofficiallyopenedthemas

theplumbersweredoingthelast

touches,iknockedontheofficedoor

andwalkedinasKenwastalkingto

oneoftheplumbers...

Me:Hi...

Ken:Hi...(tohim)It'sZane's

mother...(tome)It'sthemanagerwa

theplumbingcompany



Wesmiledandshookhandsthenhe

walkedout,Kensignaledmeachair

andisatdownlookingathimashe

putbackthefilesandfacedme...

Ken:Howareyoudoing?

Me:I'mgood,ineedyourhelp...I

boughtawaterpumpandnowineed

transportwithtakeittothegarden.

Doyouminddropitoffforme?

Ken:I'lldoitlaterintheafternoon

Me:That'sgoodenough,thanks

Therewasanawkwardmomentthen



istoodup...

Me:Ihavetogogetreadyforthe

interview

Ken:Whatinterview?

Me:Igotcalledforaninterviewat

thisothercompany,itstomorrowat

9am.

Ken:(smiled)Wowcongratulations...

You'regoingtopassthatinterviewi

trustthatlittlebrainofyours.

Me:(smiled)Thanks...Bye

Ken:(stood)Letmewalkout...



Wequietlywalkedoutandtowards

thegateasilookedatthebeautiful

newlybuiltchaletswithyellowish

thatchedgrass...

Me:Thisisreallybeautiful,it'sstylish

Ken:Yeah...I'mplanningtopavethe

areaandputgrassoverthereanda

perfectlandscapingdecothatside.

Me:Itwillbebeautiful

Ken:Atleastmyboywillhave

somethingtoinherit

Me:True...



Hewalkedmetotheroadandwaited

withmeuntilataxistoppedthenhe

openedthedoorforme...

Ken:I'llcallyouwhenI'mdone

Me:OK,bye..

Heclosedthedoorthenthetaxi

droveoff...

AtLolo'smother's....

Gobonaservedagroupofmen

mbererewithabigjarandturned



callinghersonforanotherjar...

Gobona:(screaming)Diboys??Dibee?

MeanwhileDiboyspretendedhe

couldn'thearherashesatbehindthe

housereadingaGoosebumpsnovel.

Gobona:Setsana?Tisajeke!

Her8yearolddaughtersteppedout

ofthehousewithherpantiesholding

ajarofmberereandservedtheman

andassoonassheturnedaround



shenoticedoneofthemantouching

herdaughter'sbutt.

Gobona:(angrily)whatareyoudoing?

Customer:(laughed)Iwasjustfixing

herpanty,edakile..

Gobona:Ramdhobaifyouwantmeto

banyoufromdrinkingheretouchmy

daughterlikethat,youmustnever

everdothat,doyouhearme?

Him:I'msorry

Gobonawalkedawayasthelittlegirl

wentfrommantomanwhodrooled



atherthickthighsanddeveloping

tinybreasts...

Man:Howoldareyou?

Setsana:8

Man:I'mgoingtomarryyouokay?

Setsana:Yes

Man:You'regoingtobemywife...

(handedherP10)Here...

Setsana:Thankyou

Gobonawalkedbackandserved

others...



Man:("jokingly")Gobonakebeeletsa

mosadi,Setsanaismywife

Gobona:(laughed)Bogadijwagagwe

botsilegoturagore

Man:(laughed)Athickwifeis

expensive,igaveherP10I'malready

startingtopay

Gobona:(laughedgenuinelyjoking)

Beeletsamosadimothowetsho

Setsanagavehermotherthemoney

andwenttothehouse,throughthe

windowsheheardherbigbrother

sneezingandwalkedoutthehouse

tohim,Diboyspausedreadingand



lookedatherinherpantiesandone

tinybreastpointingthenhedropped

thebookandgrabbedastick.

Shequicklyrememberedhowhe

alwaystellshertoputonherclothes

andranoffscreamingasDiboys

chasedherwithastick...

Diboys:Kegoreilekerengkagonna

kaphenti?Eh

Setsana:(cryingrunningtowardsthe

house)keaaparaDiboys,MAMA?



Sheraninthehouseandgrabbeda

dressasDiboyswalkedinandstared

atherassheputonherdress

shakingandpanting...

Diboys:(angrily)ItoldyouI'llbeatyou

ifiseeyouwalkingaroundinyour

pantiesdidn'ti?

Setsana:(turnedaround)Zipmy

dress

Diboys:(zippedit)MxmnexttimeI'm

goingtobeatyou...Gorianajaanai

forgotwhatpageiwasreadingon

Setsana:I'llguessforyou



Theywalkedoutofthehouseand

walkedpastthetreewhereGobona

wasservingbeerwhiletheir4year

oldchubbysisterstoodnakedbehind

hersuckingherthumb...

Mostofthementherecouldn'ttake

theireyesoffherfatpupunaswitha

Wshape...Shehadwhatmostadults

didn'thave,thecameltoestheysaw

onthestreethadnothingonher

that'swhyitwasalwaysbetterto

drinkatGobona'sspot.Therewas

morethanjustbeer....



Man:Nxeh-xeh-xeh.....Ngwananyana

yoonaleborotho

Othermenwhodidn'tnoticeanything

otheraninnocentchildturnedand

lookedatherthenGobonaliftedher

upandwalkedawaywithherfixing

hersetenge...

Gobona:Setsana?Takeyoursister

sheisdisturbingme

SetsanagotherfromGobonaand

walkedbehindthehousethenshe

rememberedhowunreasonable



Diboyscouldbeandturnedbackto

thehousewhereshedressedherand

joinedherbrother...

Shesatbehindthehouseandputher

sisteronherlap...

Diboys:Shouldireadoutloudsoyou

canhearthestory?

Setsana:Yeah

Diboys:CallKato...(screamed)Kato?

Histwootherbrothersranoverand

surroundedhimthenheleaned



againstthewallandreadthema

storytranslatingforthelittleonesin

Setswanaastheylaughedenjoying

thestory.

Diboys:(closedthebook)Theend!

Setsana:Uhreadanotherone

Kato:Yes,please

Diboys:(laughed)Youguyscameat

theendofthebook,tomorrowI'll

borrowanotherbookatschooland

readforyou.

Setsana:OK

Diboys:(stoodup)Areyouguys



hungry?GopickthetwigsI'llmake

thefireandcook

Theyallexcitedlyranaroundthe

neighbourhoodpickingtwigswhilehe

madethefireandwashedthepot,a

beautifulgirlfromhisschoolwalked

pastthefenceholdingaChoppies

plasticandwavedathim.

Hesmiledabitembarrassedbythe

Rumbamusicatthetreeandthe

wholesetupthenhecontinued

washingthepotbutthegirlwaved

himover.Hewashedhishandsand



walkedovertryingtopracticewhat

hewasgoingtosaytoher...

Thisgirlalwaysgreetedhimbuthe

neverreallyknewwhattosaytoher

besideshi..Hearrivedasshesmiled

athim,shewasbeautifulwithbraces

onherteethandalonghair...

Her:HiCalvin

Calvin:(swallowed)HiTina

Tina:I'mdonewithUnderThe

BasementyaGoosebumps,canwe

exchangekanayou'restillreading



Calvin:Ijustfinisheditactually

Tina:Canihaveit?Mymomanddad

wenttothefarmsoI'mjusthome

alone.IhatewatchingTVandthereis

noWi-Fi

Calvin:Okay,I'llgetitforyou..

HeranbacktothehousethenTina

smiledathissiblingsastheywalked

pastherwithabundleofwood..

Setsana:Hello?

Tina:HiGuys...Umhere,take...Ihave

twodrinksyoucansharese2-2



Shehandedthemdrinksthenthey

walkedawaywhisperingabouthow

beautifulsheisandhowbigthe

houseshestaysatis...

3rdborn:(whispering)I'mtellingyou,

ithasatoiletinsideandyoupoopon

thewater

Setsana:Ilikeherwhitetinydogwith

hairsallover,itlookslikeatoybutit's

arealdog.

4thborn:Didyouseeherhair?



MeanwhileDiboysbrushedhisteeth

andsprayedhislastperfumeonhist-

shirtthenhewalkedoutputtingona

capholdinganovel...

Diboys:Setsanakeetaautwa?

Thategaketatakehaga...

Setsana:Ok,look...Tinagaveus

drinks

Diboys:Didyousaythanks

Kato:yeah..

Hewalkedoutthesmallgateand

joinedTinaastheywalkedbetween



theyardspassage....

Tina:Doyoumissschool?

Calvin:(smiledandshookhishead)

Justalittle,I'menjoyingtheholidays.

Tina:(laughedlookingathis

handsomeface)Enjoyingthemhow

youneverevengoout

Calvin:Um..Justrestingfrom

readingandstaff

Tina:Bythewaycongratulationson

gettingpresentsforallthesubjects,

thatwasreallycool.

Calvin:Thanks



MinuteslatertheyarrivedbutDiboys

refusedtogetinsidenomatterhow

muchTinaconvincedhim thenshe

raninsideandlaterwalkedoutwith

hernovel,theyexchangednovels

staringatoneanotherthenTina

extendedherhightstandingonher

toesandkissedhimonthecheek.

Histeenageraginghormonesfired

andheputhishandsinthepocket

holdinghisbonerdown...

Calvin:Ihavetogo,bye



Tina:(wavedsmilingwithbraces)Bye

Carl....

Hewalkedashortdistanceand

turnedaroundlookingatherasshe

playedwithherlittledog,headmired

herforawhileandturnedwalking

awaywithahugesmileonhisface.

Hetouchedhischeekonemoretime

andalmostfeltherwonderfullips....

AtLolo'shouse....

Lolopausedvacuumingthecarand

answeredherphonerubbingherbig



bump...

Lolo:Mmh

Didi:Itwasairtime,ihadtorecharge

Lolo:Eemmakareistillcan'tbelieve

Aatileisseriousaboutthisdivorce

kanagaasatholeannamolwapeng

themmaandwhenhecomeshe

comesforthechildren,sometimes

hetakesthemoutleavingmebehind

andhehasalreadytoldthemweare

gettingdivorcedwithouteven

consultingme.

Didi:Eishwaitsennagakeitse

jaanong,whenareyougoingtohigh



court?Ithinkishouldcomewithyou

maybeyou'llneedsupport.

Lolo:No,I'llbeleavingwithhim.

Didi:Didheagreetothat?Whatifhe

hasotherplansbecauseyouguys

don'tdoanythingtogether?Idon't

thinkhewillgowithyou.

Lolo:(tearfully)Didiwhathaveidone?

Evenmydaughterhatesme,howdoi

fixmymistakesnemma.

Didi:Lolodon'tbeatyourselfup,we

haveallmadememistakes.Iknow

I'mnotanangel,ihavedonesomany

wickedthingstohurtmyfriendsand

lovers,startinghelakaBayang.He



wasaniceguyuntilicheatedonhim

andhebecamewhatheisnow,ihear

hehasakidkoKasaneontse

lebeletebecauseimadehimbelieve

gagonatruelove.BonaKen

gompienohelovesmeandilovehim

buthedoesn'ttrustmebecausehe

feelsitakehimforgranted.Asfor

Aronagakeitselekoalegatangteng,

welastspokegosemonateandyou

knowwhatI'mgoingtobreakdown.I

haveacceptedthatI'mnotluckyin

love.

Lolo:(tearfully)ButAatileiscruel,to

divorcemekele8monthspregnant

nemma?



Didi:(sighedshakingherhead)Hey

mma,waitsekemathatatota

Lolo:Kerapetse,irepentedand

attendedchurchandaskedfor

specialprayersfromthechurchbut

hestillhasn'tchangedhismind.

Didi:Eneoratanalemangne?

Lolo:Idon'tknow,heissosecretive

aboutit.Atfor3ithoughtkeThabibut

it'snother.Iswearificatchthat

womanDidiI'mgoingtoprison,i

swear

Didi:NoLolodon'ttalklikethat,go

buadihormonesjaanong.Myairtime

isfinishing,Kenandiaregoingtothe



gardenlater.Waitseiprayhetouches

meLoloI'mdyingofnopammait's

beenalmostsixyearsleraagoreke

taakgonanebathong,whyisKen

punishingmelikethis?

Lolo:Whydon'tyoujusttouchhim?

Didi:Kenodingalomma,lasttimei

didthathesaidimustbehavelikea

Motswanawomankaswabamogo

bothokomma,sincethenitryto

behaveproperlyaroundandact

respectful.

Lolo:(laughed)Kenenekestoryhela

Didi:(laughed)Mma,thewayiwant

thisman...Heistheonlyman



capableofmakingmesquirtandi

wanthimsobad,Imisssex...Not

justsexbutsexebayangpelomoo

kgonanggolelakadikeledioipotsa

gorekeengdickelemonatejaana.

Lolo:(laughed)TsenaKen!I'venever

heardyoutalklikethataboutaman,

hegotyoubabe

Didi:IlovethismanandeverytimeI

seehimiundresshimandimagine

mynailsonhiswidebackontiradilo

mma,nakotsedingwekekgona

gomoloraantheng!Ijustwanthim

tousemeuntilifeelsousedand

satisfied



Lolo:Stopitontshwarisanopamma

Aatiledoesn'twantme.

Didi:Aatileenemma

Theairtimefinishedandthecallgot

disconnectedthenLolocontinuedto

vacuumthecarseats.

Shefoundsomepapersintheback,

shesatonthedriver'sseatandwent

throughthem.Theywerenotesfrom

BoitekanelocollegewithnamesSedi

Kanjooscribbledwithapencilthen

shefoldedthemandkeptthem.



Shetriedtoswitchthestereoonand

noticedamemorycardontheslot

thensheremoveditandpulleditout

ofthecardreader.

Shegotherphoneandinsertedit

thenshewentthroughthecard,her

heartpoundedasshelookedat

Sedi'syoungnaturalbeautifulface,

shehadtherightbodywithhipsand

theroundbum...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshestaredat

apictureofAatilewithSedionhislap

bothofthemsmiling...



Herhandsshookasshelookedatthe

romanticpicturesoftheirpicnicwith

balloonsandflowerpaddlesthena

birthdaycakewith20ontop...

Lolo:20yearsold?ReallyAatile?A20

yearold...

Shewentthroughthepicturesand

stoppedatthebigboxwrappedwith

mickeymousecartoons,shescrolled

throughhopingtoseewhatitwasbut

itwasjustpicturesofSeditearfully

rubbinghereyesholdingtheheavy



giftboxandreceivingkissesfromher

husband.

Shecoveredherfacecryinginthecar

thenshesniffledandgrabbedthe

notes,therewasacellnumberunder

thenamethenshedialeditbutshe

cutthecallandtookaminutetocalm

down....

Sherubbedhertearsanddialed

Didi....

AtSedi'shome....



Lamewalkedintheroomlooking

aroundasSediputonhernewdress,

shelookedinsidethegiftboxand

foundnothing...

Lame:Karegaabechewaamogedisa

Aatile,whatwasinhere?

Sedi:(laughedputtingonher

pumps)Orayajang

Lame:Andyoudidn'tevenbringmea

sliceofthecakeheboughtforyou

yesterdayforourbirthday

Sedi:Lamewewereonthemiddleof

thepark,hetookmetoMoremigame



reserveandihadtoleavealotof

foodthere.Ididn'teveneatthecake

myselfbecauseihadeatenalot,you

knowhowhealwaysfeedsmelike

I'mababy.

Lame:Soyoujustleftawholecakein

thepark?

Sedi:No,thereisaCampsiteand

waitressesthere,theycleanedup

afterweleft.

Lame:You'rebehavinglikeyou're

fromarichfamily,whycouldn'tyou

takeitwithyou?

Sedi:UhLamemmankasekgonego

pakapakakenalemonna,gagonne



sente.

Lame:Aren'twesharingyourgifts,

whatdidhebuyforyou?

Sedi:Hegotmeclothesandyou

knowIdon'tmindsharingclothes

withyou,canIpleasefinishpreparing

myself?Hedoesn'tlikeitwhenikeep

himwaiting.Ihavetogetready

tomorrowwearegoingtoFtownfor

hisdivorce,hewantsmetocome

along.

Lame:Whatever...Aatileseemslikea

playertome,idon'tlikehim

Sedi:Wellilovehimandthat'sallthat

matters



Lame:WhatifIsaidhesleptwithme?

Sedi:(grabbedherhandbagand

walkedout)Youneedtostopacting

childish,don'tjokeaboutthingslike

that..

Shewalkedoutandreceivedacall

fromanunfamiliarnumber...

Sedi:Hello?

Voice:Hi,isthisSedi?You'retalking

toMarelediIpickedyournotesonthe

sideoftheroad

Sedi:OhmyGod,ibeenlookingfor



them.Ididn'tknowwheretheyare,

whereareyounemma?Thankyou

forcontactingme

Voice:I'matthebigtree

Sedi:I'llcallyouwhenigetthere,

thanksalot

Voice:Bye

ShehungupanddialedAatile...

Aatile:(lookingthroughamicroscope)

Heybabe...I'mjustabouttoleavethe

hospital.

Sedi:Ok,I'mgoingtomeetsomegirl



atBigtree,shefoundmynotestsa

malobakegorayakereimisplaced

them.

Aatile:Alright,loveyou

Sedi:Loveyoutoo

Shehungupandwalkedaway...

Atthebigtree....

Lateronbirdstwittedonthetrees

aboveusasLoloanxiouslypaced

aroundwhileIsatonthebiglog....



Aboatfullofwhitepeoplepassedon

theriverandtheywavedatus,Lolo

ignoredthemandfoldedherarms

thenismiledandwavedback.…

Me:Youneedtorelax

Lolo:(angrily)Whatdoesthisgirl

thinktheringonmyhusband'sfinger

means?

Me:Lolowee?You'repregnant!Stop

lettingyourangercontrolyouand

whenthislittlegirlgetshereweare

goingtositdownandtalklikeadults,

(lookingather)Right?(shefoldedher

armsandraisedhereyebrows



lookingatme)RIGHT?

Lolo:(impatientlysighedlooking

around)Wherethehellissheleene

kante?

Iopenedabottleofwatertodrinkbut

Lolosnatcheditanddrunkthenshe

handeditbackandpacedaround,

shebentoverandpickedametalrod

supportingherselfwithitaswe

waited....

Lolo:Sheis20!canyoubelieveit?

20...Heisgoingtobedivorcemefor

agirlwhois5yearsolderthanhis



daughter?Wow....Ican'tbelievethis,

andhowdoesa20yearoldsleep

withamarriedmanespeciallyof

Aatile'sage?Thisgirlhasnerves....

Me:(sighedandfoldedmyarms

lookingattheriver)Justrelax,ijust

wantyoutwototalkthenicanleave.

IhaveanAPwithKenkeisawater

pum-

Sediwalkedoversmilinginnocently

inherlittledressandpumpswitha

littlehandbagacrosshershoulders,it

hadcolourfulfringesandaTeddy

bearzipper..



HerPeruvianfrontallacehadperfect

babyhairswhichhehadnicelycurled

withgel,shewasthespittingimage

oftheyoungChinaMcclainandfora

momentifeltsorryformyfriend,not

onlywasshebeautifulshehadanice

bodyevenifeltintimidatedbyher

beauty...

Sedi:(flushedabeautifulsmileand

spokewithasweetlittlevoice)Himy

nameisSedi,I'mlookingforMareledi

LoloangrilywalkedtowardsherandI



putmybottledownrunningover...

Lolo:Whyareyousleepingwithmy

husband?Ringeemomonwaneng

wagaAatilegaebonalemma?

Sedi:(fearfullydroppedherjawsher

heartpounding)OhmyGod

Lolo:(angrilyslappedher)Kebuale

wena!

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthebigtree...

Iquicklygotbetweenthemand

blockedLolo...

Me:Loloyou'repregnantandhitting

hercertainlywon'tstopAatilefrom

divorcingyou.Canyoujusttalktoher



properly?I'mnotheretobeapartner

incrime

Sediquietlysatonthelogpressing

herphonethenLolosnatcheditfrom

her...

Lolo:Whatareyoudoing?

Sedi:Itextedhim,I'mscared

Lolo:(laughedindisbelief)Sheis

scared!(leanedoverscreamingather)

YOU'RESLEEPINGWITHAMARRIED

MAN!Ofcourseyouhavetobe

scared



Sedi:I'maVirgin

Lolo:(laughedevenmore)Sheisa

virgin,avirginthatsitsonmen'slap,

menoldenoughtobeherfather.

Me:Loloyou'renotdiscussing

anythingserious,canwetalkproperly?

(toSedi)Sedihowlonghaveyou

beenwithAatile?

Sedi:6months

Lolo:Sixmonths!Youneedtoleave

myhusbandalone.Youwon'tbe

happydestroyinganotherwoman's

family.Ihavechildren,thereason

whymystomachissobigisbecause

hegotmepregnantsoifhereally



lovesyouhewouldn'thave

impregnatedme

Sedi'sphonerangthensheanswered

onloudspeaker...

Lolo:Hello?

Aatile:Ifyoutouchheryou'rewalking

outofthismarriagewithnothingand

forherI'llbeawomanbeatertoo

evenifyou'repregnantIdon'tcare.

LetmetalktoDidi,onaleeneakere?

IknowsheistherekanakeAone?



Shehandedmethephone...

Me:Hello?

Aatile:IfLololaysafingeronthatgirl

inyourpresenceipromiseyouka

Giovanni,ipromiseyouyou'regoing

topayforit.I'monmywaythere.Ke

hitheleSedialelaletilego

nthaloganyasente.I'msickofyour

childishbehaviour,lehaeleeneSadi

gaadiredilotseLoloadidirang.And

clearlywenaDidiyou'restillimmature

ifyouganguponotherwomen.

Me:Ididn'tc-

Aatile:GiveSediherphone,now



Hewassoangryigottonguetied

tryingtorespondthenigaveSedithe

phone...

Shetuckedherhairbehindherear

andansweredloweringhervoice.....

Sedi:Hello

Aatile:(turningthesteeringwheelat

theroundabout)Areyouokaybabe?

Sedi:Yeah

Aatile:I'mcoming,iloveyou

Sedi:(avoidingtheresponseinLolo's



presence)Ok

Aatile:Isaidiloveyou

Sedi:Iloveyoutoo

Loloshookherheadtearfullyand

rubbedhertearsasSedihungupand

putherphonebackinthehandbag.

IhuggedLoloandshecriedonmy

shoulderaswestoodtherewhile

SedisatonthelogthenLoloturned

toherwipinghertears...

Lolo:I'msorryforslappingyou,iwas



angryand...I'msorry.

Me:Iunderstandthatwemighthave

scaredyoubutrekopagoreore

itshwarelekgangehele,Aatilesays

heisgoingtobeatherifhefindsout

anythinghappenedtoyoubutsheis

pregnant,isitpossibletoforgiveher?

Sedi:It'sokay,iwon'ttellhim

anything.

Lolo:Thankyou...

MinuteslaterAatileparkedafewfeet

fromusandsteppedout,hewalked

overtoSediandhuggedhertightly...



Aatile:(stillhugging)Areyouokay?

Didshetouchyou

Sedi:(reluctantlypushinghimoff)No,

I'mfine

Aatile:Getinthecar...

ShewenttothecarthenAatile

walkedtowardsLolo...

Aatile:Yougavemeonemorereason

tobegladforwalkingoutofthisjoke

ofamarriage.Thenexttimeyoupull

astuntlikethisI'llcommunicatewith

youusingthelanguageyou

understandbetter,I'mcapableof



beingviolentLoloandjustbecausei

haveneverraisedmyhandatyou

doesn'tmeanidon'tknowhowto

slap.Ennelabohelpolekelamogo

Sedi

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffthen

wesatonthelogasLolocried.I

wasn'tsurewhattosaytohersoi

justmovedoverandhuggedher....

Lolo:(pausedandtouchedherbump)

IthinkI'mgoingintolabour

Me:What?Warelaborkamosoreya

highcourtnewena?Whathappens



whenyoudon'tshowupincourt

Lolo:Ifmylawyerpresentsproofthey

willpostponeitithink...(gotup

grinning)Let'sgoDidi,ihavetogo

getthebaby'sbag.

Me:Oh,let'sgo...

Wehurriedtothecaranddroveoff...

Atthemall....

Aatilegotbackinthecarholding

drinksandhandedSedianotherone

butsherejecteditandfoldedher



armsangrilylookingoutsidethe

window...

Aatile:What?

Sedi:thisiswhyididn'twanttobe

withyou,nowI'mgettingcursed.

Whatifyourwifegoestomy

mother'shouse?

Aatile:Babycomeon,youcan'tbe

angryatmeforsomethingyoucan

clearlyseeisnotmyfault.I'm

divorcingherandievenaskedyouto

tagalong.Isn'tthathonesty?Itold

youeverythingthereisabout

myself...youshouldn'tbemeeting



strangerstobeginwith

Sedi:takemehome..

Aatile:I'mnot,you'reangry...You

needtocalmdown...(kissedher

hand)I'msorry,shewillnevertalkto

youagain

Sedi:Ihopeso...

Aatile:Thanks

Heleanedoverandkissedher...

AtAatile'sHouse....

LateronMayaapproachedtheirold



swingasBabythoughtfullyswung

slowlylostinmemory,shegot

startledturningaroundandsighed

onceshenoticeditwasher...

Mayasmiledandgentlyswungher...

Maya:Youjustdisappearedwhilewe

werewatchingTV,whydoyoulike

isolatingyourself?

Baby:(sadly)I'mjustthinkingabout

things..

Maya:Doyouknowthatyouhurtmy

feelingseachtimeyouaccusemeof

somethingbad?



Baby:Whatdoyoumean?

Maya:YoulikesayingI'mshowingoff

myvirginityorthingsalongthose

lines.I'mhurtaboutwhatyouwent

throughandI'llnevereveruseit

againstyouevenifyouhurtmereally

bad.NowI'mtooscaredtosmilewith

youbecauseyousnapatmeallthe

time

Baby:I'msorry...Ididn'tnoticeI'm

likethat,I'llobservemyselfbutyou're

nolongermyfriend.Howcome?

Maya:(laughed)I'myourfriendbut

ladyihaveaboyfriend,igottachat

youknow



Baby:(laughed)I'mgoingtotelldad,

hesaysthedayhebeatsyouyou'll

wonderifheisyourfather

Maya:Waiithatonecan'thita

womanshem,justthreats.Gatwe

divorceisthedayaftertomorrow

Baby:I'mstayingwithdad

Maya:I'mfineeitherwaybutmama

isbetterbecauseicangooutmore

whilesheisatwork.Sheisnotstrict

likedad,I'llaskdadificangowith

mamawiththeexcuseofhelping

withthebaby..

Baby:(laughed)Badgirlkewena,nna

leJuniorrasala...



JuniorranoverthenBabygotupfor

himtositandtheybegunswinging

himbackandforth....

***

MinuteslaterLoloparkedthecarand

walkedinthehouseasthekidsleft

theswingandfollowedherinside....

Myphonerang...

Me:Hello?



Ken:Hey,arewestillon?

Me:Yeah,whereareyou?

Ken:Drivingtowardstheshop

Me:OK,I'mcoming...

Ihungupandwalkedintothehouse...

Atthegarden...

HourslaterIunlockedthegarden

thenKendroveinandparkedunder

thebigtree,Iunlockedthedoorand

thenheputeverythinginsideand

locked.



Hethrewoverthekeysasistoodby

thecardrinkingwaterfromthebottle

andputhishandsinthepockets

walkingaroundthegarden.

Iclosedthebottleandtiedmy

sneakerlacestheniranafterhim,he

grabbedmywristandwewalked

alongthefence.Thewholegarden

hadbeendebushedandalltheshade

ihadputwerestillintact....

Ken:Thisgardenisbig,ifyouwork

hardyou'llmakemoney..



Me:Ihopeimakeseriousmoney

Heledmetothecarwherehe

openedthedoorforme,igotinand

closedthedoor.Partofmecame

thinkingwewouldhavewildsexin

thebushawayfromeverythingbuthe

justdroveoutlikeweweren'talonein

thebush....

AtArona'sHouse...

IntheeveningAronawalkedinthe

houseabitdisorientedandleftthe

dooropenashepassedtothe



bedroomwherehelaidonthebed

anddozedoffthroughan

excruciatingheadache...

Hisphonerangandheanswered

withoutlookingatthescreenashe

laidpowerlesslyonthebedwithhis

shoeson...

Arona:Hello?

Lefoko:Hi,wareng?

Arona:CanIaskyousomething?

Lefoko:Yeahwhat'sup?

Arona:OichekileHIV?



Lefoko:Whyareyouasking?

Arona:BecauseI'msick

Lefoko:EvenifitwasHIVwouldyou

besickthatquick?HIVtakesyearsto

attackbodycells

Arona:You'renotansweringme

Lefoko:I'mcomingover

Arona:OnteleGrandpakanaCompral

Lefoko:Ok,Shap

Hehungupandclosedhiseyes

dozingoff.

MinuteslaterLefokowalkedinand



closedthedoorthenhetookoff

Arona'sshoesandlaidhimproperly

onthebed..

Lefoko:Hey

Arona:Hi,Wherearethepainkillers?

Lefoko:Emapelekegoapolewa

huhulaI'msurewaasha..

Lefokounbuttonedhisshirtandputit

awaythenhehandedhimfood...

Lefoko:Eatbeforetakingpills



Aronasatonthebedeatingas

Lefokosatinfrontofhimholdinghis

feetonthesocks...

Lefoko:(massagingRon'sfeet)I'm

HIVpositivebut-

Arona:(stoppedeating)What?

Lefoko:ButIjustdon'tthinkthisright

nowit'sHIV,it'sjustaheadache

Arona:(tearfully)Lefokono...Please

tellmeyou'rekiddingme...Ijust

recoveredfromcancer,ican'tdeal

withacomprisedimmunesystem

again

Lefoko:YoucanstartARVs



immediately,nowadaystheyputyou

onmedicationtheminuteyoutest

positive.

Heputthefooddownandcovered

hisfaceasLefokomovedcloserand

huggedhimthenhepulleduphis

faceandkissedhimasArona'stears

fell...

Lefoko:I'msorry...Butwecandeal

withthistogether

Arona:Together?Wordyouhavea

wifeandyouwon'tletmehavea

relationship



Lefoko:Don'tstart,waasimolola

akere?

Arona:Howlongareyougoingto

holdthatvideoovermyhead?

Lefoko:Ronnydon'tbeababy,it'snot

evenaboutthatvideo...WhywouldI

blackmailyouwhenweareina

relationship?Ilongdeleteditandwe

havebiggerthingstodealwiththana

videoclip.Canwegofortestingas

soonasyourheadfeelsbetter?

Arona:Okay..

Lefoko:(handedhimthefood)Have

somethingtoeat



AronacontinuedeatingthenLefoko

tookouthisphoneandshowedhim

something...

Lefoko:Lefikagavemeoneofthese

offers,it'soneofthepackagesheis

givinghisemployeesbutwecanuse

oursseparately,whatdoyouthink?

Arona:(gotthephone)Youwantus

togotoSouthAfrica?

Lefoko:Yeahwhynot....Youneeda

breakandIwantyoutobuyacouple

ofthingsaboveallgakeratephone

yagago.

Arona:(laughed)What'swrongwith



myphone?

Lefoko:(laughedandshookhishead)

Dudeno,that'snotaphone.

Aronadrunkpillsandputthewater

downthentheylaidonthebed

chattingforalmostanhourasWord

massagedhishead.Theheadache

woreoffandAronabegunchatting

withmoreenergy,Lefokorolledon

topofhimandsmiledkissinghim

softly...

Lefoko:Canwego?

Arona:(puthisarmsaroundhisneck)



Iguessso

Lefoko(kissedhissoftlips)Iseethe

headacheisgone,wabonaneele

thogohelanotthatyou'resick?

Arona:Itwasaseriousheadache,i

couldn'tseewhereiwaswalking

Lefoko:Butoshapoyaanongakere?

Arona:yeah...Letmetakeoffmy

pants,diankhupetsa

Aronachangedintoboxerbriefsas

Lefokowatchedhim,hewasthe

mostsweetestgentlelovingguyhe'd

everhadtoconvertanditdidn'ttake

muchtodoitbecausehewasn'ta



fighterandseemedtohavebeen

emotionallygoingthrougharough

patchthatmadehimbreakeasily,

partofhimfeltbadthathehadtobe

alittleruthlessbuttheresultswere

worthit....

Lefoko:(smiled)You'reaniceguyoa

itse?

Arona:(laughedandhithimonthe

facewithhisshirt)Mxm...Becauseke

aitidimalelagaontshwenya

Lefoko:Kerayahelaingeneraland

thattoo,sometimesifeelbadfor

hittingyouorusingprofanities



though

Aronaturnedaroundlookingat

Lefokoandsighed....

Arona:Butifyoustophittingmeeach

timeyougetangryaboutsomethingi

mightreallylikeyou

Lefoko:(smiledbitinglowerlip)

Comehere...

Aronacrawledoverthebedthen

Lefokokissedhimandflippedhim

over....



Lefoko:I'msorryforbeingtoorough,

I'llworkonit.That'swhyearlierne

kereyou'renotsickbecausewehad

afightyesterdayandithoughtmaybe

it'sbecauseofitsinceipushedyour

headagainstthewall.

Arona:(smiledburyinghissadness)

Justgoeasyonme..

Lefoko:(pulledoverhischinand

kissedhim)Consideritdone...

Lefokokissedhimandsqueezedhis

tinybuttgettinghard,Aronaknew

whatthatsqueezemeantand



reachedforthelubthenheoiled

himself.Lefokokissedhimandslidin

astheybothgrunted.....

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheinterview....



Thenextmorningisatforan

interviewwithabout30peopleforthe

postofanHR.Mosthadatleast

workedastemporaryHR'sbutihad

neverworkedinmylifeandpartof

meknewitwouldbeadisadvantage...

Theinvigilatorshandedusthe

questionpapersandtheanswering

sheetthentheyhungtheclock,itfelt

liketakinganexambackinschool.

Invigilator:Goodmorning,it'snow

fiveminutestonine,interviewstarts

atexactlynineo'clocandendsat



ninethirty.

Thiswasmyveryfirstinterviewandi

wastrembling,amongstotherswere

adultsoldenoughtobemymother

andforsuretheyhadyearsof

experienceandmouthwatering

referenceswhileicamewith

referencesfrommylecturers.Ididn't

knowwhatquestionstheynormally

askedininterviewsandthisgaveme

afright.

Invigilator:Youmaystart



Itookashortprayerandturnedthe

page....

AtLetsholathebehospital,...

Lolosmiledlyingonthehospitalbed

holdingherboy,shesmiledandtook

apictureofhimthenshesentAatile..

Lolo:RanaanJohnson,Ranaanis

Hebrewitmeansneworfreshstart.

Heisyoursonbutifyoudon'tbelieve

meit'sokay.I'llsupporthimwithmy

moneyandonceheisgrownlooking

likeyouandJunioryou'llexplainto



himwhyyoudeniedhim.Iwon'tbad

nameyou.BythewayI'msorryfor

harassingyourgirlfriendandithink

hormonesplayedarole,I'mnow

seeingyoursideofthestory.Iguess

youdeserveabeautifulyoungVirgin

forafreshstart,youhavemy

blessingsandiwishyougoodluck

andhappiness.Iwillalwaysloveyou

butiwilltrytomoveon,idon'tknow

whatdatethemagistratewillsetbut

I'llbethereassoonasI'vehealed.

Aatilereadthemessageandignored

itwithoutareplythenLolotooka

deepbreathanddialedhermother...



Her:Hello?

Lolo:(smiled)It'saboy

Her:(smiled)Congratulations,God

blessyou

Lolo:ButI'llneedyourhelpwiththe

baby,I'mmovingintoanewhouse

andI'llbewithJunioronly.

Her:(emotionally)Mygirldoyoutrust

mewithyourkidsafterwhat

happened?

Lolo:You'remymotherandifthereis

amistakeyouevermadeinthepast

thisisyourchancetoredeem

yourselfandshowmewhyyouwent



throughlabourpainsandraisedme

tobeawomaniamtoday.

Her:(smiled)I'llbewaitingforyouto

collectme.Ican'twaittoreconnect

withmygrandchildren,ifeellikeI'm

dyingsoonandifidieknowingallmy

grandchildrenI'lllayinpeace.

Lolo:(smiled)Bye

Her:Bye

Shehungupandsentherdaughters

thepicture.......

AtTebelopeletestingcentre....



LaterthatmorningAronaheldhis

breathastheassistantrevealedhis

statusthenhejumpedandpunched

theairinvictory...

Arona:OhmyGod....(lookedup)

ThankyouJesus....Wow...Thank

you....

Assistant:(smiled)Whatdoesone

linemean?

Arona:(tearfully)ThatI'mnegative,

iyotheI'msohappy...I'mrecovering

fromatesticularcancersoheigake

batesepatelakapeloyameyothe



Minuteslaterhesteppedoutas

Lefokostoodbythecartalkingtothe

phone,heturnedandsawArona

walkingoverthenheopenedthedoor

forhim.Aronalookedaroundto

makesurenoonesawthisthenhe

gotinthecarandclosedthedoor,

Lefokohungupandreversedoutof

thegate...

Arona:(smiled)I'mnegative!

Lefoko:Really?Letmesee..

Helookedattheresultsandthrew



backthecard...

Arona:Aren'tyouhappyforme?

Lefoko:whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Arona:whatdoyoumean?Iwas

hopingwecoulduseprotectionall

thetime,ipromiseI'llmakeitworthit

ifyoumakeaneffortnottoinfectme.

HonestlyI'mrecoveringfrom

somethingserious,iwantabreak

frombeingsicksoicangainweight...

Wouldn'tyouwantabuttthickerthan

inofferingnow?

Lefoko:Idon'tlikecondoms,gake

motholedicondom



Arona:Nnammemogonnaotae

dirisaeebecauseI'mnotyourwife

Lefoko:(angrily)Orayajang?

Arona:I'mnotgoingtohave

unprotectedsexwithyouWord,you

havetobeconsideratebecauseit's

notkeagana

Lefoko:Sowantaolelagorekedira

jang,kantewhoisthemanofhis

relationship?Aronawee?Arona

Heangrilysighedandpulledover

parkingunderthetreethenArona

shakinglytriedtoopenthedoorbut

Lefokograbbedhisthroatand



slammedhimbackinside,he

punchedhimonthestomachand

Aronabentdownholdinghis

stomachthenheslappedhimseveral

timesashetriedtoblocktheslaps...

Arona:Wordstop,you'rehurtingme...

Lefoko?Babelisten...

Lefokograbbedhisneckwithboth

handsandchokedhimstaringinhis

eyesasAronahelplesslychoked,

veinsonhisforeheaderectedashis

eyeswidened....Therewasnoair

passingthroughandhecouldfeelhis



lifeslippingthrough.Tearsdropped

atthecornersofhiseyesashe

askedGodtoconvinceLefokotolet

go...

Lefoko:You'remybch!Thisassis

mineandminealoneorelseI'llkill

you.Thinkaboutreportingandwatch

memakeyoudissappearormake

youafamouslittlebitch,igot100s

videosofyou.

Arona'shandsgotweakandhe

slowlyletgothenLefokoreleased

him,hegaspedandcoughedcrying



huggingLefoko...

Arona:(crying)I'msorry.....I'msorry

HekissedLefokowithtearsrunning

downhischeekandhuggedhim

again...

Arona:I'msorry

Lefoko:(puthisarmaroundhisback)

Youlikegettingmeangrydon'tyou,

doyouenjoythemakeupsex?

Arona:(rubbedhistears)Iapologised

Lefoko:Nahtheremustbe



somethingyoulikeaboutthemakeup

sex..

Arona:I'msorry,canweforgetabout

everythingisaid?I'msorry...

LefokodrovetoArona'shousewhere

heorderedhimout,theywalkedpast

aneighbourwhowasbeginningto

suspectAronaisgayasLefokoheld

hishandwalkingupthestaircase.

Helockedthedoorand#Removed.

Lefokoliftedhimupwalkingtothe

showerbothofthemsweating...



Lefoko:(kissedhim)You'llkillmeka

monatewena..

Arona:(smiled)Icamtooobonye?...

Itwassogood

Lefoko:Aman'sgspotisdownthere

don'tyouknowthat...

Arona:(laughed)Idon'tdoubtthat...

Lefokoputhiminandthey

showered....

AtGobona'shome....

Gobonawalkedinthehouseas



Diboysputonhisshoesandsprayed

perfumeonhimself...

Gobona:Whereareyougoing?

Diboys:Outwithfriends..

Hewalkedoutthenhewalkedback

lookinginhismother'seyes...

Diboys:Canyoupleasefindabetter

wayofmakingmoneythanselling

alcohol?Yourcustomersaregoingto

molestthechildren,givenourfamily

historyihadhopedyou'dconsider



thisbyyourselfbutobviouslyyou

needsomeonetopointitout.

Heclosedthedoorandleftthen

Gobonasighedthoughtfullysittingon

thebed....

AtAatile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonMayastepped

outofthehouseandjoinedBaby

outside...

Maya:Canyoucomewithme?Iwant



tobuyairtime

Baby:Uhno,thattuckshopistoofar

Maya:Please,I'mbeggingyou...

(smiled)I'llbuyyouicecream

Baby:Yacup?

Maya:Yes

Baby:Good...

Thegirlswalkedoutthegatechatting

untiltheyarrivedatthetuckshop

wheretheyboughtairtimeandice

cream.Astheywalkedbackwalking

pastacertainyard,thetaxistopped

atthegateandPonosteppedout



carryinga2yearboy,sheputhim

downandhehappilyrantowardsthe

gateashis5yearoldsisterran

towardshim.Pono'shusband

steppedoutholdingabigplasticof

frozenchickenfeetanda12.5kg

sackofmaizemeal.

Babysloweddownasherheart

pounded,sheswallowedand

observedthemgettinginthesecond

oneroomastheirsonplayedinfront

ofthehousewithtins.

MeanwhileunawareMayacontinued



walkingasshefacedherphone

dialingthescratchcardnumbers...

Maya:(handedoutthecard)Hold

this...(therewasnoonebesidesher

thensheturnedlookingback)Uhu...

Babywaswaybehindlookingatthe

Pono'shousethenMayawalkedback

andstoodnexttoherlookingatthe

samedirectiontryingtofigureout

whatshewaslookingat...

Maya:What?



Baby:(sighed)Nothing..

Maya:Ohcomeontellme

Baby:It'snothing,let'sgo...

Theywalkedashortdistancethen

Babysmiledonherownandputher

armaroundhersister...

Baby:Iloveyoudoyouknowthat?

Maya:(frownedconfused)Ok-and?

Baby:(laughed)Andnothing...

Thanksfortheicecream...(looked

upandspreadherarms)Ilovelife...I

feelsoalivetoday..



Maya:Areyouhigh?

Baby:(screamedlikeRickFlair)

Wuuuuu....Wuuuuu!

Maya:(laughed)You'llgomad...Why

areyousohappy?

Baby:Becausewehaveanewbrother,

I'mjusthappyaboutRan

Maya:Ican'twaittoseehim,I'm

movingoutwithmama

Baby:(smiledthoughtfully)On

secondthoughtithinkI'llgostaywith

mamaforawhile,whenarewe

leaving?

Maya:Shefoundahousesothe

householdshavetobemoved



tomorrowsothatshecangostraight

therefromthehospital.

Baby:Perfect...

Theywalkedintheyardandwenton

withtheirnormalactivitiesforthe

afternoon...

AtPono'sHouse....

LateratduskPonosteppedoutwith

abucketofbathingwaterandputit

behindthehouse...



Pono:Ndhoo?Shumba?Comeand

bath...

Theboyranoverandsheturned

aroundlookingforNdho...

Pono:Whereisyoursister?

Shumba:Idon'tknow

Pono:Ndho?

Shewalkedaroundtheyardcalling

outforhernamebuttherewasno

response.Shetoldherhusbandand

theyletafewhourspassthinking



she'dbebackbutshedidn'tandit

wasnowalittleafter9pm

Ponowentfromdoortodoorasking

neighboursandnoneofthemhad

seenanythingsuspiciousthenshe

wentbacktoherhusband...

Pono:Wehavetocallthepolice,with

theelectionscloserpoliticiansmight

haveabductedherforrituals.

Him:Youknowwecan'tcallthe

police,let'sjustlookforher.Maybe

shewillcomebackinthemorning.

Pono:Ican'tsleepwhenIdon'tknow



wheremydaughterispleasebesides

it'sbeenyears,nooneremembers

anything.

Him:(gaveherthephone)Ok...

Theycalledthepolicewhohelped

searchforherforhoursbutnothing

turnedupandtheywentbacktothe

stationwithapromisetomakeita

missingperson'sreportifshedidn't

showupthenextmorning...

AtAatile'sHouse....



ThenextmorningBabyknockedon

herfather'sbedroomdoorand

walkedinasAatileyawnedpinning

hiselbowonthesheets...

Aatile:Goodmorning..

Sheslowlywalkedinawkwardly

holdingherhandstogetherandstood

infrontofhimwithherheaddown...

Aatile:What'sgoingon?Areyouokay?

Baby:(swallowedlookingathim)

Thereissomethingihavetotellyou...



Aatile:Sure,what'sup?

Sheswallowedfearfullyandlooked

athim...

Baby:I.........

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAatile'sHouse

Hervoicetrailedoffasshespoke...

Aatile:Whatareyousaying?

Baby:Thereisagirlinmyroom

Aatile:What?

Aatilegotupinhisshortsandheaded

toherroombuttherewasnooneand

foramomenthewonderedifhis

daughterwaslosinghermind,



perhapsthestresshadtakenitstoll

onher.

Aatile:Babythereisnoonehere

Baby:(pointedtothewardrobe)She

isinthere...

Aatileopenedthewardrobeand

foundalittlegirlcurledupatthe

corner,sheturnedfearfullysatup

andlookingatAatile...

Aatile:Whoisshe?

Baby:RememberPonoandher



boyfriend?They'reherparentsand

theystaynexttotheCoca-Colatuck

shop.Ikidnappedheryesterdayand

toldhertokeepquietorI'llkillher

andimeantit,luckilyshedidn'tmake

anoise.

Aatile:Wow..

Thelittlegirlquietlylookedatthem

andstarteddroppingtearssilently

thenAatileclosedthedoorsand

lockedit.

Aatile:Howcanyoudothis?

Baby:Iwantedtostabherbutifelt



badforherthoughiknowshe

deservestodiebecausesheisgoing

tobeworsethanherparentsand

theymustfeelthepainI'mfeeling

eachtimeiswallowabigpillowto

stayhealthy,thestigmaigetat

school.Idon'thaveafriendbecause

noonewantstobefriendswithHIV

andwhenI'mgrownpeoplearegoing

tothinkigotHIVbecauseiwas

havingsex,myboyfriendwon'ttrust

meifatallI'llfindaboyfriend.

Aatile:(sighed)Canwetakeoutthe

boyfriendpart?Everytimeyousay

boyfriendmyskincrawls,goeat

somethingI'mmakingafewcalls



Baby:Areyoucallingthepolice?

Aatile:No,go..

Aatileclosedhisbedroomdoorand

dialedLolosittingonthebed..

Lolo:Hello?

Aatile:Hi,wehavealittleproblem...

RememberPonoandherboyfriend?

Lolo:(alarmed)Yes?

Aatile:Welltheystayclosetothe

Coca-Colatuckshop

Lolo:Haveyoucalledthepolice?You

knowwhatdon'tcallthepolice,iwant



Ponomyself...(satupandhurther

stitches)Ouch....(grinning)Canyou

getoneofyourfriendstoinjectme

withsomethingtonumbthestitches?

Ineedtobethere

Aatile:(laughed)Lolowee,reetsa

thereismore...Theyhavea5year

olddaughterandBabykidnappedher

yesterday,shesleptinthewardrobe.

Lolo:That'smygirl,sowhereisthat

litt-

Aatile:Ileftherinthere-

Lolo:Aatilekillthatgirl!Stabherwith

aknifeandthrowheronthestreet

Aatile:(laughed)Iknowthisisnot



funnybutLolocomeon...

Lolo:Nnakeeta,canyoucome

collectme?

Aatile:Soyoucanmessthingsup?

Hellno...Ihavetofigureoutwhatto

donextwithoutgettingBabyinto

trouble.

Lolo:Trouble?Didyousaytrouble?

Aatilethosepeoplearethereason

mydaughterandihavearocky

relationship,shewillalwaysdoubtmy

loveforherbecauseofthem.

Aatile:Iknowand...Iunderstandyou

butwedon'thavetobeemotional

aboutthis,thankGodyou'reinthe



hospital,igettodecidewhat

happens.

Lolo:Aatiledon'treleasethatchild

Aatile:(laughed)Loloweegoshapo,

orebelethengwanakewena...Wena

gakeabolaamogowena

Lolo:Stopmakingjokesaboutthis,

it'snotfunny..

Aatile:Bye,warengwanawagagoke

enemangkante?

Lolo:Ranaan

Aatile:Iyoogoshapo

Lolo:OseriousolathangwanaAatile?

Aatile:Skabatagonkgolega,waitse



gorenekesenosiwhychooseme?

GakesematarayamonnawaNavara

asapotengwana.Shap

HehungupandwalkedtoBaby's

roomwhereheopenedthedoorsfor

thelittleandcarriedhertothe

kitchen...

Aatile:(putherdown)Giveherfood,i

thinksheishungry..Wehavetofeed

herbeforeicantakehertothepolice.

Wewillwaitthereforherparentsto

collectherthentheywillbearrested.



Babyhandedherthefoodandmoved

backshakingherheadthenAatile

smiledather...

Aatile:I'mproudofyoufornot

revenging.You'reagoodgirl

Baby:Iwishbeinggoodcouldtake

awaymypainbutitdoesn't...

ShewalkedoutasMayawalkedin

andpaused...

Maya:Uhu...Isn'tthisthegirlIsawon

Facebookgotwesheismissing?



Aatile:It'sher,sheisPono'sdaughter.

Babykidnappedher

Maya:Mxm...Keengneasampolele

ramoepelaatshela.Wewouldn't

eventellyou,Babythewabaesa...

Sheturnedandwalkedout...

AtArona'sHouse...

Aronayawnedwalkingdownthe

passagesmellingbreakfastand

stoodatthekitchendoorlookingat

Lefokoinhisshorts...



Lefoko:(kissedhim)Hey...Was

preparingyoubreakfastinbed..

Arona:(laughedandwalked

backwards)Fine,staythere.I'mgoing

tobed

Lefoko:(laughed)Gaoutwe...

MinuteslaterLefokowalkedinas

Aronalaidonthebedandservedhim

thenheleanedoverforasoftkiss.

Lefoko:Iwantedtoapologisefo-

Arona:Thereisnopointin



apologisingifyou'regoingtodoit

againlet'sjustmoveon

Lefoko:Pleasedon'tputitlikethat...I

careaboutyou

Arona:UntilIupsetyou

Lefoko:Pleaseforgiveme..

Arona:IforgiveyouWord,anything

else?

Lefoko:Nothing...

HeateasLefokosatonthebed

feelingguiltythentherewasaknock

onthedoor..



Arona:(gotup)Whocouldthatbe?

Lefoko:It'smytwinbrother,Iasked

himtobringmeasuitsoicangoto

workfromhere,mywifethinksI'mon

atrip.

Arona:Okay..

Theybothwalkedtothelivingroom

Aronainhisblackboxerbriefs

defininghisslimpetitearseand

Lefokoingraymen'skneelength

shorts..

Herubbedhisnoseandopenedthe

doorthenhisbrotherwalkedin



lookingatArona,Aronalookeddown

andshylyatehisfoodasthebrothers

exchangedgreetings...

Him:Hi

Arona:Hi

Lefoko:FicksthisRonnie,Babethisis

Lefika

Lefika:(nodded)Hey

Ron:Hi..

Lefokoputhisarmaroundhis

brothersmiling.



Lefoko:Dowelookalike?

Lefika:(tookoffhisarmandmoved

back)Don'tputassarmaroundme..

LefokoandAronalaughedasLefika

dustedhist-shirt...

Lefoko:(laughed)Really?Phobo?

Lefika:Idon'tknowwhereithasbeen,

whatifyoudidn'twashyourhands

Arona:(laughed)Idon'teventhinkhe

tookabath

Lefika:(laughed)Kanakeabona

Lefoko:(laughed)Babelewena?



LefikanoticedabruiseonRon'swrist

asheatefromtheplate...

Lefika:Wordntshielametsihoo

Lefokowalkedinthekitchenthenhe

turnedatArona...

Lefika:Iseverythingok?

Arona:Why?

Lefika:Isthatabruise?

Arona:(lookedatthekitchendoor)I

don'twanttoupsethim,pleasestop



askingmeunnecessaryquestions.

Lefika:Iwanttohelpyou,areyouOK?

Arona:I'mfine.

Hewalkedbacktothebedroomas

LefokohandedLefikathewater...

Lefika:Whydoeshehaveabruise?

Areyoubeating?

Lefoko:Isthatwhathesaid?

Lefika:No,hedidn'tsayanything

becauseheisobviouslyscaredof

you.IthoughtthisendedwithGee,

can'tyoudothisshitwithouthurting



theseguys?Whydoyouhavetobe

violent?

Lefoko:Wehadanargument

Lefika:Anditsfunnyhowthelittle

guysarealwaystheoneswiththe

bruises,you'llgotojailforthis.This

guyisacop,ifheconfidesin

someoneyou'regone.

Lefikawalkedtothebedroomwhere

Aronawassittingonthebedeating....

Lefika:I'mtryingtohelpyouhaele

goreWordwagotshwenyakebuele

enennamogonnawaswabaleene



waitse

Lefoko:(laughedandsatontheedge

ofthebed)Hahahaok...

Ron:Wearefine,ifell

Lefika:HonestlyWordgaodiresente.

ImagineifsomeonedidthistoBlue

ormyson,howwouldyoufeel

becauseyouwouldneverevenknow

helaakaobonaRonalatolammeke

bonagorewammetsa.Itshard

enoughkeepingthissecretloveaffair

buthavingtohideabuseistoomuch..

Lefoko:(headdown)Gonewabua,i

understandyou

Lefika:ThisishowyoulostGee



remember?

Lefoko:IapologisedtoRonforlast

night'sfight

Lefika:WareoshapoRon?

Ron:(tearfullyshookhead)Hegave

menochoice,ididn'twanttodothis.

I'mnotgay...Itsjustthatican'ttell

peopleI'mgoingthroughthisthey

wouldmockmesoiacceptedmy

fateandlearnttosmilethroughmy

pain.

Lefika:Aparamrretsamae

Ron:Hehasavideoofushavingsex

an-

Lefika:Hewon'tpostittrustmeon



thatone,iwon'tlethim.Sowaregao

mmateakere?

Ron:Ee

Lefika:Let'sgo,I'mhelpingyou...

(roughlypushedLefoko)Hetareye

mr,I'mnotgoingtoletyou

embarrassyourfamilylikethis,can

youimaginetheshameyourwifeand

kidswillfacegotweyourapedaguy...

Let'sgo..Takeagoodlookathim

becauseyouwon'tseehimagain....

(toRon)Andifhecontactsyoulet

meknow...I'lldealwithit.

Lefokogotdressedashisbrother



threwhimhisclothes1by1then

theyleft.

ThehousegotsilentandArona

lockedthedoorthenhekneltonthe

floorcryinginrelief.Minutesafterhe

gotupanddialedacolleague...

Him:Yeah

Ron:Hi,canweswaphouses?You

saidyoudon'tmindakere?

Him:Yeahanytime.

Ron:Ok,thanks.I'llpassbysowecan

talk



Him:sure

Hehungupanddialedhisbrother...

Him:Hello

Ron:Whereareyou?

Him:AtOtlhe'shouse,why?

Ron:Igavesomeone

accommodationnowineed

somewheretosleeptonight,just

tonight

Him:Ok,comegetthekeys.

Ron:Thanks



Hehungupandquicklypackedhis

things,heknewhedidn'thavemuch

timeandhewasn'tgoingtoface

Lefokonotaftertellingonhim....

AtKen'sHouse....

KendrovethroughthegatewithZane

ontheboosterchairplayingwithhis

phoneasthenewmaidsatinthe

frontseatwiththeseatbeltcrossing

herthickcleavage,sheglancedat

Ken'sarmsashemanipulatedthe

steeringwheelandparkedthecar...



Therewasnothinggivingherpeace

thanknowingshewouldbeworking

forasingleman,workingforwomen

hadalwaysproventobedifficultand

thiswasajobshe'dcherishwith

everythingshehad.

Ken:(sighed)Thisisit....

Shelookedatthebeautifulbighouse

andsteppedoutasKengothisson

andwalkedtowardsthedoor.Ken's

backwasappetisingespeciallywhen

hewasliftingsomethingheavylike

hisboywhichmadehimevensexier...



Shetookadeepbreathandstepped

inherheelsandshortskirtthenKen

puthisboydownandmovedthe

curtainsapart...

Ken:Thisisthehouse...

Helookedinhereyesandsmiled...

Ken:IbeendoingallthetalkingOuna,

talktome

Ouna:(smiledshyly)It'sabeautiful

place...AndIheardeverythingyou



said,youdon'twantmehittingyour

son.Icleanandcook...Igotitall.

Wheredoeshismotherstay?

Ken:Shehasherownhouse,it'sjust

meandmysonbuthewillbewithher

mostofthetimeIjustdon'twantto

doalotwhenheishereandineed

someonetocookpropermealsfor

meanddoalltheotherhousechores.

Ouna:Perfect

Ken:Wareonaledegree,Waitsele

bonaponobonnaka

Ouna:Wenarra,theveryfirsttimei

workedasamaidlastyearicriedin

thebathroomthinkingaboutmy



degreebuticounselledmyselfand

toldmyselfthatworkingwasbetter

thanbeggingmenformoney.

Ken:that'struebutyou'rebeautiful,

youshouldbemarried.Whyhasn't

yourboyfriendmarriedyou?

Ouna:(laughed)Idon'thavea

boyfriend,it'shardtohaveastable

relationshipwhenyou'reunemployed,

mennowadayswantworkingwomen

whoarenotaburden.

Ken:Someofusjustwantafaithful

womantherestisjustbonuses

Ouna:Lefewbalentsengjalo

Ken:Letmeshowyouyourroom...



Shefollowedhimtothebedroom....

Atmyhouse....

LaterthateveningItookalongbath

andsatbeforethemirrorwithatowel

toworkonmymake-up,ihadjust

changedmyhairstyleandiwas

feelingmyself...

Myphonerangandiansweredwhile

makingaperfecteyebrow...



Me:Hello?

Lolo:Ponoandherboyfriendhave

beenarrested

Me:Wow,that'sgoodnews

Lolo:They'reluckyI'mstuckinthe

hospital,IwouldhaveturnedMaun

upsidedownandwhippedthemon

thetreelikethey'rerats,Godloves

them.

Me:I'mjusthappyBabywillhave

peace,I'msureshewasalways

lookingoverhershoulders.

Lolo:That'strue

Me:(Kencalled)Babydaddycalling



Lolo:Bye

Me:(hungupandpicked)Hey

Ken:it'slike9pm,Zanewalala?

Me:Yeahunlessyouhavesome

placetobe

Ken:No,I'mgettingreadytosleep

Me:Great,seeyoutomorrow

Ken:Goodnight

Me:Goodnight..

Ihungupandfinishedmymakeup

thenireachedformyredlingerieon

thebedandputitonthenmyheels

andanightgown.Isatonthebed



andcalledacab,needingacarhad

itsdisadvantages.

AtKen'sHouse...

Laterthatnightiknockedonthedoor

andputonalittlesmileasthedoor

openedbutitquicklydisappearedas

awomanopenedthedoorallwet,

shehadwrappedherselfwithatowel

andputonKen'sshowerflip-flops.

Her:Hi..

Me:Hi,um...IsZaneup?



Her:No

Me:I'llgethimtomorrow,tellKeni

saidhi,bye

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway.I

wasn'tabouttofightforamanwho

didn'twanttobewithme,iwas

done....

*

*

*

*

.

.
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Atthemall...

Thefollowingweekiwalkedoutof

theshoptalkingtothephone...

Me:Yes.…thejobdescriptionison

thepost,didyoureadit?

Lady:Yes,iloveflowers.TrustmeI'm

thebest,ihavemyreferenceswith

meoboneIworkedforalodgeas



theirgardener.

Me:Okay,sendmeyourapplication.

Lady:I'manadult,mydaughter

showedmeyourpost.Can'twemeet

sothatyoucanseemypapers?I

don'twantyoutohiresomeoneelse

becauseineedthatjob.

Me:Okay,I'llcallyouduringthe

courseofthedaythenwecantakeit

fromthere.

Lady:Thankyou

Me:Thanks

Ihungupandcrossedtheroad



puttingonmyshadesasacar

sloweddown,iwavedapologising

andranacrosstheroadinmyheels

asthedriverrolleddownthewindow.

Hewasprobablycutebuticouldn't

seehimproperlythroughthebrown

shades.Iwalkedtowardsthetaxi

stopandsawthesamecarmakinga

turnanddrivingbymyfeet...

Driver:Hey

Me:Hi

Driver:Canigiveyouaride?



Me:(lookingathisring)Isyourwife

comingtoo?

Driver:(laughed)No,shallwe?

Me:(smiledsilly)Weshallnot

Driver:Mywifeisdead

Me:(laughed)Nicetry...Goaway

shuu...

Driver:(laughed)Heelangwanyanake

wenaorayannashuu?

Me:(laughed)Kerengyaanong?

Kanawaimbarasapeoplearelooking

atmegorekeaphoshiwa,bonabo

taximan

Driver:(laughed)Wenaobalebela



eng?Areye

Me:No

Driver:(handedmehisbusinesscard)

Callmewhenyou'rebored.

Me:(gotitandreaditoutloud)

RubenBalang...Gatwekaratetrainer?

Doweevenhavesuchthingshere

Ruben:(laughed)Omakgakgawaitse

Thepassengerleaneddownlooking

atme...

Him:Hi..



Ifrownedlookingathimandwidened

myeyes,theywerecompletely

identicalandihadneverinmylife

seenpeoplesoidenticalevenwith

voices..

Me:Wow...

Him:MynameisRobby,hecopied

myface...Closeyourmouththereare

beesaroundhere

Me:(laughed)Ididn'tevenopenmy

mouth

Robby:Oganaregoisalapeng?

Me:(lookingathisring)Isyourwife

deadtoo?



Robby:(thoughtfully)Uh...

Me:(laughed)Youtwoarebadliars

Robby:(laughed)Okayjokesaside,

canwetakeyouhome?

Me:No

Robby:(handedmehis)I'mahandy

man,callmeifyouhappentohavea

leakageinyourhouse

Me:(gotit)Sowhosecardidyou

stealbecausewithyourjobsyou

can'taffordit?

Robby:It'saneighbour'scar

Me:(laughed)Okay

Rubs:Callme,thisoneisathief



Me:Bye

Theylaughedanddroveawaytheni

sighedandsteppedbackputtingthe

cardsinmybagasafewpeople

lookedatme,icouldnever

understandpeoplewhostareatyou

whenmenhitonyou,they'deven

makeyoufeellikeaprostitute.Iso

wantedtohoponthatcarbutididn't

wantpeopletothinkI'measy...

Minutespassedwhiletaxispassed

fullthenAronadroveby,ishoutedhis

nameandranoverasheslowed



downandpulledover.

Hesmiledandopenedthedoorfor

measiranoverandgotinthecar,

wesmiledatoneanotherandhugged.

Hesmelledgoodwithabrownscarf

aroundhisneck...

Me:Hey,longtime

Arona:Iknow...Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Ibeengood,you?

Arona:Great...

Hejoinedtheroadandcheckedhis



phoneprobablyforamessagebutbit

seemedhedidn'tgetany...

Me:Youjustdisappearedand

blockedme

Arona:(laughed)Iunblockedyou,I'm

sorry.Iwasgoingthroughalotbut

I'mgoodnow

Me:Okay

Hisphonerangandhequickly

picked...

Arona:Hi



Malevoice:Hi,igotyourmessage,it

ismineordidyoumeantosenditto

somebodyelse?

Arona:It'syours,Iwasjustchecking

onyou,it'sbeenaweekwithout

hearingfromyouso....

Malevoice:Oh,ok.Doyouwantusto

meetandtalk?

Arona:Sure

Malevoice:Alright,thanksfor

checkingonme.Itreallymeansalot.

Arona:Yeah,bye

Hehungupwithalittlesmileandput



thephonedown,idoubtheknewhis

phone'svolumewasthatloud

becauseicouldheartheguyonthe

otherendoftheline.Istartedgetting

someweirdvibesjustsecretly

lookingathim,hehadastylish

woodenbraceletonhiswristandthe

scarfaroundhisneckreallybothered

me...

Me:(clearedmythroat)Sohowyou

been?

Arona:Beenokay...EyhowisZane?

Me:Heisgood

Arona:Hemakesmewanttoadopta



child

Me:Youcanadoptifyouwantwena

ibileyou'reapoliceofficermathata

kegoreosinglekanaoadopterwith

yourgirlfriend?

Arona:(laughed)Basadibatsenya

stress,Idon'thaveagirlfriend.

Me:Lennatota?

Arona:Wenaolekopele,okaeKen?

Me:Mxmoteng

Arona:Monnawagagokentwa

dumela

Me:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhatyou

saidtohimforthosekicks



Arona:(laughed)Mxmdon'tstart

Me:Whowereyoutalkingtoearlier?

Arona:Justsomegirl

Me:It'saguy,iheardhisvoice.

(smiled)IstheresomethingI'm

missing

Arona:Don'tstart

Me:Ihaveawildimagination,areyou

gay?

Arona:(laughed)Ohwow,I'mnotgay

otherwiseiwouldn'thavelovedyou

Me:Loved?

Arona:Youbrokemyheartdoyou

expectmetostillloveyou?



Me:Nobutthatcall?Nonono...

Thereissomethingandyou're

different...(pulledhisscarf)What's

this?Youneverwearascarfaround

yourneck...

Helaughedandslappedmyhand...

Arona:Ihonestlydon'tknowifI'mgay

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Arona:Thisguyforcedhimselfinto

me,thefirsttimeitwasterribleandi

nevertoldanyonebecauseiwas

embarrassed,youknowhowpeople

areaboutmenbeingtough.Inever



toldasoulyou'rethefirstpersonke

mmolela...Monthswentbyashe

blackmailedmewithavideo,

sometimeswelaughedandplayed

andithinkwebecameclose.Ididn't

knowhowattachedIwasuntilhis

twinbrothertoldhimtostop.He

scoldedhimandtoldhimtostop,its

beenaweekasaletseoranything,i

kindofranthefirstnightthinkinghe

willcomebackthesamenightand

thesecondnightimissedhim.The

thirdnightdayIstartedthinking

aboutallthesillythingshedoesand

say,thefourthdayiwasfeeling

terriblelikeihadbeendumpedandi



missedhimkesatholesenteko

tirong.Heisaroughguynaturallybut

ithinkitcanbefixedifthistimewe

approachittherightwaybecause

lanthaneelentwahelaandthisguy

waabetsaDidi.Ilovehimbutgake

itsehowtogoaboutthis

Me:(tookadeepbreathandexhaled

inshock)Waaaao.....Waittwins?

Identicaltwinsjusthitonmeminutes

ago,aretheymarried?

Arona:Yes

Me:OhGod,itsthem...Ba

bantshonyanaekaremakwerekwere?

Arona:No,Lefikaisabitlighterthan



Lefoko,Lefokoomuscularnyanahe

wasasoldierwhileLefikaisjust

normal.

Me:Maybegasebone,baleekare

makwerekwereanywayforgetthat...

(smilednaughtily)sooseriousyou're

gay?Ialwayswantedtohaveagay

friend

Arona:Thisisnotfunny

Me:(laughed)Sowhatdoyouwant?

Arona:Iwanthimtostopbeingrough

sowecangiveitatrykebonegore

amigaykanajang

Me:You'regayifyou'reattractedto

him



Arona:Ithinkilovehim,thehouse

seemssolonelywithouthimit'slike

heleftwithapartofme.

Me:Bitsabaelebueee

Arona:Eneleenemmaoroughguy

yateng

Me:Ithinkifyoutalkandgiveitatry

hemaychangeifhedoesn'tyoucan

alwaysdumphim.

Arona:(sighed)Ok...

Atmyhouse....

Minuteslaterheparkedatthegate



andsighedlookingatme...

Arona:Ismysecretsafewithyou?

Me:(smiled)Verysafe,it'stheleasti

candoforyouafterwhatidid

Arona:(smiled)Friends?

Me:(huggedhim)Friends.

Wehuggedandsmiledatone

anotherasKenparkednexttothecar

androlleddownthewindowlooking

atusthenhethrewbananapeelsin

thebackseatofArona'scar...



Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Arona:(tome)Ignorehim...letme

go...I'llcallyou

Me:Bye

Isteppedoutandclosedthedoor

thenAronadroveoff...

Ken:Yourlifeisrunningincircles

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Ken:IneedZane'sphone,heforgotit

yesterday

Me:Waitthere....



Iwalkedthroughthegateand

unlockedthehouseasKenstepped

outofthecarandleanedagainstthe

car.

Iputmythingsonthebedand

searchedforZane'sphonetheni

steppedoutandbumpedonKen...

Me:Here

Ken:Whyareyougivingmeacold

shoulder?

Me:Howamidoingthat?

Ken:DoyouthinkI'msleepingwith



themaid?Thisstartedlastweek

whenIhiredOuna.

Me:Kenyoucanhirewhoeveryou

wantandsleepwithwhoeveryou

want,ialsohavethesamechoices

okay?Imeanyoudidn'tcaretoeven

tellmethatyou'rehiringoursona

nanny,someofthesepeopleabuse

childrenandyoucouldusemy

judgementbutno,ifshehasabig

cleavageandwidehipssheisgood

enoughforyousogoodsheeven

putsonyourshoesandwalksaround

thehousewithatowellikesheisMrs

Daniel,don'tmindme.

Ken:(smiled)Doessheintimidate



you?

Me:(offended)Really?

Ken:(laughed)Ididn'tevennotice

shehadacleavageorhips,fromhere

I'mgoingtocheckitout.

Me:Getout

Ken:Soyou'rebacktothisguy?

Me:No,wearejustfriends

Ken:Withyourex?

Me:What'sittoyou?

Ken:Nothing,itmeansabsolutely

nothingtome.

Me:Good...



Hegrabbedthephoneandwalked

outthenisatonthebedandsighed

thoughtfully.

Icouldn'ttakethestressofhoping

Kenandicouldtalkthingsoutandbe

familyagain.Iunderstoodthati

madeamistakethedayheaskedme

togiveusachancebutIalsofelti

hadservedmysentencealready.

Itookoutthetwin'snumbersand

dialedRobbythenitrangtwiceand

Kenwalkedbackin.Ihungupand

lookedathim....



Ken:I'msorry,ihiredOuna

intentionallyandiplannedtohave

sexwithhertohurtyoubutican'tdo

it,iloveyouandiwantustogiveita

try.

Me:(sighedandgavehimthe

businesscards)iwasabouttocryon

somestranger'sshoulder

Heslowlytorethebusinesscards

andwehuggedtightlystandingby

thebed....

Ken:I'msorry



Me:It'sokay,I'msorrytoo

Hepulledmychinupkissingmeas

welayonthebedthenheunzipped

hisjeansrubbinghimselfagainstme,

hehookedhisthumbonmypanties

andpulledthemdownbutigrabbed

hiswrist...

Me:No,I'mnotready

Ken:(caughthisbreath)What?

Me:I'mnotemotionallyready,Iwant

thatgirloutofyourhouseandIwant

ustotalkaboutourcommunication-



Ken:BabyI'mhard!Ihaven'thadsex

ina-

Me:Metoobutwedon'tevenhavea

condom-

Ken:Condomforwhat?Haveyou

beensleepingaround?

Me:No,wereyou?

Ken:Youthinkifuckedassinprison?

Me:Didyou?5yearsisaverylong

time...Iwantustotestbeforewe-

Ken:(rubbingonmypanties)Oklet

mejustfeelitthen,Ijustwanttofeel

itwithmytipgaketsenye

Me:Kenwait...



Hekissedmereallygoodputtinghis

heavychestonmeasihelplessly

caughtmybreathtrappedunderthen

hepushedmypantiesasideandfilled

meup.....

Me:(whimpering)Awwwwww

Ken:(whisperedpushingitallinside)

Thereyougo

Hekissedmeand#removed......

24KLikesforabonusinsertbefore



6pm....

*

*

*

*
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Atmyhouse....

#removedpostedatthegroupTWIM

followers

Heshiveredonceandgavemethe

laststrokebeforepullingoutthenhe

turnedmearoundandliftedmeup

likeakidputtingmeuponhischest

asihuggedhimtightlycrying...

Me:(crying)Imissedyou....Please

don'tgoaway...Don'tleaveme

Ken:Daddyishomeandheishome



tostay...

Hisdeepvoiceassuredmeashe

kissedmeandhuggedmeagain

walkingtothebathroomcarryingme.

Iwassoexcitedicouldn'thidemy

gigglesandlaughsthroughthe

bathroomechoasKen'svoicebased

thescene.Ihadn'tforgottentheway

hegentlytappedmyasslikeapro

though,hediditsowellididn'teven

feelpainandinsteadenjoyeditallthe

way.…



Me:(rubbedthewateroffmyface)

Sowhydidyoudothat...Therearend

thing

Ken:Curiosity,butjusttobecleari

couldnevertrythatonaman.Ijust

wantedtoknowhowitfeelslike,its

goodtotrythesethingsandknow

whatyoulikeanddon'tlike.

Me:And?

Ken:Iwastensethroughoutbecause

ididn'twanttohurtyou.Idon'tknow

ifI'ddoitagainespeciallyifyoudon't

wantit,whatdoyouthinkaboutit?

Me:Itwasweirdatfirstbecausei

thoughtitwouldhurtbutthenwhen



youflickedmyclitsifeltgoodandi

didn'tnoticeyouwereupinthere

untilyouwerein,youalsodidn'ttake

longinthereformetosayitwas

painfulbutitwassodamnweirdifelt

likeiwasfeaturinginapornvideoke

leoneofthosegirlsyerr

Ken:(laughed)Thoughtiwastheonly

onewhofeltlikeiwasMandingo

dippinginthereamporekegoga

phonekerecordermassive

destruction

Me:(laughed)Stopit...uhyou'reso

dirtyminded,Jesus...



Wetookawarmshowerasitrained

outsidethenwegotinbedandlaid

downforalmostanhourchatting

whileitrainedevenmore...

Layingonhischestasheplayedwith

myfingerswaslikeheaventome,i

hadspentyearsfantasisingabout

thismanandthereiwasonhisarms

undersuchagoodweather.Knowing

Zanewashisgrandparentsgaveme

peace,perhapshewouldbetheonly

reasonKen'sparentswouldaccept

mebackinthefamilyafterhurting

them.



Ken:Thereissomethingiwanttotell

you...

Hesaidcalmlyandliftedhisheada

bitkissingmyforehead,isilently

prayedhedidn'tfuckthatgood

lookingmaid.ThoughiknewI'd

forgivehimitwouldhurtmesobad...

Ken:Idon'tmeantobecontrolling

buttherearecertainthingsiexpect

fromyouifwearegoingtobe

together.Iwantyoutogrowupand

actlikeawomanwhoisreadyto



haveafamily...Tohaveahusband

andchildren,Zaneis5yearsoldand

heneedstoseewhatloveis.Ihave

torespectyousohecanlearnhowto

respectyouandotherlittlegirls.I

don'twanttoraiseajerk.NnaDidike

agorataandI'mnotembarrassedto

showit,ibeenbadbutI'mreadyto

loveyouwithallmyheart,iknowthat

meanslisteningtoyouandnotacting

outofanger...Totannakelapileke

thisrunningaround,myagedoesn't

allowmetobehavingvisitsor

beggingforsex.Thereisacertain

ageinaman'slifewherehis

decisionsarebasedonwhathe



wantsforthefuture...Ijustwantto

knowifthesearethethingsyouwant

Didi,areyoudonefuckingupre

tswelelekanatherewillbeanother

Loregape?

Me:I'msorrythatI'vehurtyouand

putusthroughsomuchdramatota

tobehonesticausedallthedrama

andI'msorrythatiputyouinjailbut

hereyou'reagaintryingtogiveme

anotherchance,isweariwon't

disappointyou.I'mreadytotakethis

stepwithyou.

Hisphonevibratedthenhereached



forhismother'scallandanswered

caressingmythighs....

Ken:Hello?

Her:Zaneareobatamama

Ken:I'llcomegethiminanhourako

alebelleTV

Her:Thisboyisgoingtobeantisocial

becauseheisalwaysonhisphone.

Nowthatit'snotherehehastoface

peopleandmakeconversations

whichissomethingheisnotusedto.

Lemohokoletsephonesothathe

canmakefriends,thenextdoorkids

visithimandhejustgetsboredand



watchesTV.

Ken:Zaneisnotusedtoplayingwith

otherkidsheistheonlychild.Otaa

twaelaasheinteracts.

Her:AndbringhimaJersey

Ken:OKbye

Hehungupandputthephonedown...

Ken:(smiled)GatweZanegaatwaele

banababangwemaybeheneedsa

littlebrothertoplaywith

Me:Orasistertoprotect...

Ken:Orthattoo



Hesmiledandkissedmegettingon

top....

AtLolo'sHouse....

Mayapouredthesmoothsoft

porridgeinthebigbowlthenBaby

grabbedaspoonandatray....

Baby:Keise?

Maya:Yes...Don'tforgetmadilale

ngondivi,shelikesitontheporridge.

Baby:OK



Babygrabbedthetrayandwalkedout

thekitchencarefullymakingherway

tothebedroomwhereher

grandmotherwasdressingthebaby...

Granny:Baahoongwanangwanaka...

Sheisstillbathing.

Loloslowlywalkedincarefulnotto

hurtherstitchesandlaiddownthen

Babyhandedherthetummybelt,she

appliedbodylotionandputitonthen

shelaiddownandhadherporridge....



Granny:Thisboyisgoingtobevery

shortlikehisfather

Baby:(laughed)AtleastJuniorwill

havesomeonewhounderstandshim

Lolo:(laughed)Basadibataakgona

bannababamafondhanenyana

Mayalaughedwalkinginwithher

grandmother'sporridge...

Maya:Jaanongmafondhanekeeng

ekaremoroganojaana?

Lolo:(laughed)Gaseenemosimane

yo



Maya:(bendingover)Mmamahereis

theporridge...

Sheputthebabydownandgother

porridge...

Granny:Clearlythereisnouseforme

here,thesegirlsarewomen...I've

neverseenyounggirlsdohouse

choresefficientlywithoutsupervision.

WaitseLoloyouknowhowtoraise

girls

Lolo:ThankyoubutIcouldn'thave

doneitwithouttheirfather'shelp

Maya:Nnyaabathopapaoratago



tshosetsa

Baby:Akereonnamonageng,andhe

saysthedayhebeatsyouyou'llask

foraDNAtesttoseeifheisreally

yourfather

Maya:GrannymmakanaIcame

homelateoncehelaandhecan't

stopthreateningme,thatmanis

havingmid-lifecrisis

Lolo:(laughed)Becarefulthat'syour

fathernow

Granny:Mencanbetoomuch

sometimesbutyouseeyourfather?

Heisthebest,evenatmyageihave

neverseenamandowhathedoes.



Heisthebest,youladieshaveto

appreciatehim.

Baby:Wedobutwedon'twanthimto

knowwelovehimtoomuch

Maya:Okatsamayaaipokamo

Lolo:Koorelaarengmonnawame

mxm

Granny:Bathabologelamomogweng

wamemakobaa..

Theylaughed....

AtSedi'sHome....



LaterthateveningSediwalkedout

thegateheadingtoAatile'sdeem

lightsashortdistancefromthegate,

shegotinthecarandglancedatthe

backwhereJuniorwassittingonhis

carseat...

Aatilelookedatherlipswantingto

kissherbutheglancedathissonand

relaxedsmiling...

Aatile:Hey...

Sedi:Hi...(smiledatJunior)HiJunior

Junior:Hello



Aatilejoinedtheroadclosingthe

windowsandswitchingtheair

conditioneron...

Sedi:Sotheypostponedthecaseto

nextmonth?

Aatile:Yeah

Sedi:Isee...

Aatile:Youdon'tsoundhappyabout

it

Sedi:I'mtiredofhangingwitha

marriedman.Itwouldbeniceifyou

askedmetocookforyouolesingle



notformetocookatahouseyou're

sharingwithyourwife

Aatile:It'sjustacoupleofweeksuntil

thedivorceisfinalisedandI'mnot

sharingwithher,itoldyoushemoved

outakere

Sedi:Soisthebabyyours?

Aatile:Babeitoldyouihonestlydon't

know,idon'tknow.Andifit'smine

whatdifferencewoulditmake?He

wouldbejustlikeJuniorandthegirls

Sedi:Ifyousayso...

Minuteslaterhedrovethroughthe

gateandparkedinfrontofthehouse.



HegotJuniorandshegotaSpar

plasticsasheunlockedthehouse

andgotin...

Sedifoldedherarmslookingatthe

familypicturesonthewallandthe

toysonthefloorthenshefollowed

himtothekitchen...

Aatile:Thepotsareinthere,thefood

isinhereandtherestisinthefridge

Sedi:Doestheblenderwork?

Aatile:Idon'tknow,it'sbeenawhile

sinceibeeninthekitchenbutifit

wasbrokentheywouldhavetoldme.



Sedi:OK

Junior:Daddyiwantmama

Aatile:JustaminuteJuniorI'm

talkingtoauntie

Sedi:auntie?

Aatile:Isitwrong?

Sedi:Auntiebathongnkareke

mmeidioreSedibogolo

Aatile:Isthereanythingelseyouneed?

Junior:(whining)DaddyiwantMaya

andBaby,iwantmama,iwanttogo

seethelittlebaby

Aatile:Jaycomeonshush...

Sedi:IthinkI'msorted...



Aatile:I'mtakinghimtohissisters,

willyoubeokayalone?

Sedi:Won'tanyoneknock?

Aatile:No,andiwon'tbelong.

Sedi:Okay.

Aatile:I'dkissyoubutJuniorisold

enoughto-

Sedi:(turnedaway)Yeahiknow..

Aatilewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenSedisighedlookingatthe

kitchen,therewasacoupleofrecipe

stickynotesonthefridgeanda

wholeofotherthingsthatreminded



herofhowmuchofavisitorshewas.

Shewalkeddownthepassageand

peakedinMaya'sroom,shehad

wallpapersofHighschoolmovie

starsandacousticbandartiststhen

shecloseditandmovedontoBaby's

room,shehadbigteddybearsonthe

bedandherdrawingsonthe

wardrobedoors.

Junior'sroomdidn'thavemuch

exceptthebabycotandhistoys,she

tookamomentbeforeopeningthe

masterbedroomandslowlywalked



infoldingherarms.

Therewasstillaframedpictureof

AatileandLoloontheleftsideofthe

headboardandanotherofthewhole

familysmilingatthecameraonthe

rightsideoftheheadboard...

Sheswalloweddisappointedlyand

closedthedoorwalkingout.….

AtLolo'sHouse....

MinuteslaterAatileandJuniorstood



atthedoorstaringatthebabyas

Lolobreastfedlyingonherside...

Lolo:ComehereJay,comeplaywith

thebaby

Juniortookoffhisshoesandcrawled

onthebedasAatilelookedatthe

babyandlookedatLolo'sface...

Aatile:Caniholdhim?

Lolo:Noproblem,haveaseat...

AatilesatdownthenLoloplacedthe



babyonhisarms,wrappedinafluffy

blanketthebabykickedandsucked

hisfistsasJuniorexcitedlystood

nexttohisfatherputtinghisfingeron

thebaby'snose...

Aatile:(pushedhishand)Heelamro

diraeng

Junior:(pokingtheeyes)Hehaseyes

Aatile:(laughedgrabbedhishand)

Heelasutellakootherraao...

Lolo:(smiled)MayaareBabynkaboa

supegeditseenengwanawaboPono

Aatile:(laughed)Banabagagobaevil,

fromnowonIwon'tbetrustingany



ofthem.Theyfeltnothingforthat

littlegirlandhereIwasthinkingmy

daughtersareangelskantethey're

worsethantheirmother.I'm

surroundedwithevilkanaMayakeha

lebilengwanakaleitholelemaswi

arengwanawamoloikemolotsana

TheyburstedintolaugherasAatile

blockedJunior'shandfromtouching

thebaby'sface....

Aatile:Golomolebaloihela

Lolo:I'mjustgladthatmanhasbeen

arrested,ihopeBabywillsurvivethe



courtcase.Sittingtheretestifying

won'tbeeasy

Aatile:Sheisastrong.Shewillbe

fine.Wejusthavetoencourageher

Lolo:Yeah

HelookedatbabyRanandsighedas

Juniorjoinedeveryoneintheliving

room....

Aatile:Iwanttogethisbloodsample

ifyoudon'tmind

Lolo:Dowhateveryoucantosatisfy

yoursuspicions,you'rejustified.



Aatile:Okay...

HereceivedamessagefromSedi

andreadit...

Sedi:Done

Aatile:OK,withafriend.Willbethere

inaminute.

Heputthephonebackinthepocket

asLoloquietlyfoldedthebaby's

clothesthenMayawalkedinwitha

trayoffood...



Maya:Daddydijoketse,Juniorate

likehehasn'teatenindaysithought

youmightbehungry.

Aatile:Thanks

Babywalkedinwithajarandabowl

asLologotthebaby,hewashedhis

handsandgottheplateoffood...

Aatile:Thanksgirls

Theywalkedoutandclosedthedoor

asAatileemptiedtheplateandhad

thejuice...



AtArona'sHouse.....

HeopenedthedoorthenLefoko

walkedinwithasincerelookand

lickedhislipasAronaclosedthe

doorandsighedlookingathim...

Arona:Hey

Lefoko:Hi

Theyawkwardlyhuggedbumpingon

eachotherlikeit'ssomethingthey

hadneverdonebefore,theydidn't



knowhowtoplacetheirheads

properlyorevenheadsuntilthey

steppedbackandsmiledawkwardly...

Arona:(shyly)Um....

Lefoko:(clearedhisthroat)Kgm...

Theystoodthereawkwardlynotsure

what'snext,Aronalookeddownas

Lefokorubbedhisneck...

Lefoko:Greatweather

Arona:(laughedawkwardly)Baby

makingweatherforthosewhocan



Lefoko:I'mreallysorryaboutwhat

thiscancerdidtoyou,ican'timagine

whatit'slikebeingyou...You're

strongerthanyouknow.It'sapityyou

metajerklikemewhomakeitall

worse

Arona:Finally,weagreeon

something

Theybothsmiledcutelyandlaughed

thenLefoko'seyesshrunkashe

seductivelybithisliplookingathis.

AronaputhisarmsupLefoko'sneck

andkissedhimthenLefokoputhis

armsaroundhimandliftedhimupas



Aronahoppedup.

TheykissedsoftlyasLefokotookoff

hisshoesremainingwiththesocks

andwalkedtothebedroomwherehe

laidAronadownandheldhischeek

kissingthenhepausedandlookedin

Arona'seyes...

Lefoko:Areyousureyouwanttodo

this?(Aronanoddedlickinghislips)

Tellmetostopifyouwantabreakor

ifwantmetostop..

Arona:(sighedimpatiently)Word

bathongjustfuckmealready



Lefoko:(chuckledandkissedhim)I

loveyou...

Hepulledouthisshortsandmade

lovetohim....

AtMaDaniel'shouse....

LaterthatcoldeveningKenandI

steppedoutofthecarasizippedmy

jacketandclosedthedoorthenKen

grabbedmyhandandledmetothe

doorholdingZane'sjacketonhis

hand..



Me:(reluctantly)Ishouldjustwaitin

thecar

Heturnedaroundandheldmywaist

lookinginmyeyesasiworriedly

frowned...

Ken:Wearedoingthisokay?You

havenothingtoworryabout,I'mhere

okay?....(isighed)Igotyou...Doyou

trustme?

Me:Yesbutikilledherson-

Ken:Lookatme...Letthisbelast



timeI'mhearingthis...Stopit...

Hekissedmeandturnedaround

knockingonthedoorthenhe

checkedifitwaslocked,itwasn'tand

wewalkedin.

Zanejumpedfromthecouchandran

overscreaming...

Zane:Mama!

Ismiledandliftedhimupgivinghim

akissasMrandMrsDanielturned



lookingatus,Kenputhisarmaround

meandmovedthecushionsasideso

icouldsitthenhesatnexttomeand

crossedhislegs....

Me:Dumelang...

Them:Dumelang...

Therewasanawkwardsilenceaswe

allsatthereeachofusnotsurewhat

tosaythenKenstoodup...

Ken:Papakopaonthusesengweko

koloing



Him:(stood)Okay...

TheybothwalkedoutandZaneslid

downmylaprunningafterKen.

Thingsgotevenawkwardwithme

andhismotheraloneintheliving

room...

Her:Mmeoatsoga?

Me:Ehmma...

Her:Howiseverythinggoing?

Me:It'sfine,IfoundajobasanHRat

someorganisation.

Her:OhGodfinallyansweredyour



prayers,congratulations

Me:Thankyou

Her:Thankyouforthegrandson,

Zaneremindsmesomuchofhis

father.Itsnicehavingachildaround.

Iknowwehaveabadhistorybut

yearshavegoneby,wecriedandhad

timetoheal...Weareadultsandwe

havetomoveonsowheneveryou're

busyandneedababysitterplease

don'tbeafraidtoaskforhelporto

comehere.

Me:ThankyouandI'msorryforwhat

happened,ididn'tknow-

Her:Don'texplainyourself,ifLore



lovedhislittlebrotherhewouldn't

havelookedatyouthatwaybuthe

didandtriggeredamonsteroutofhis

brother,you'rejustawomanlike

many.Wehaveallmadeamistakeor

twoinouryouthsthat'swhyihave

decidednottoletthisaffecthowI'm

goingtolivewithmygrandson.

Me:Thankyousomuch...Itreally

meansalotcomingfromyou...I

knowidisappointedandiknow

thingswillneverbethesameagain

butthankyou.

Her:It'sokaybutunderonecondition

-Youcleanthekitchen.Myanklesare

killingme



Me:(laughedandstoodup)I'lldo

thatrightaway...

Ipickedthetrayandwalkedinthe

kitchen....

Outside....

MeanwhileKenandhisfather

chattedtakingashortwalkoutthe

gateasKencarriedZane....

Ken:Yesbutdoyouthinkthey'll

chargememagadiagain?Imeanwe



didn'tcanceltheweddingwejust...

Him:Boorramosadibadingalo

Ofana,morallytheyshouldn'tcharge

you,therereallyisnoreasonwhy

theyshouldchargeyoubutjusttobe

safemakesureyouhavebogadi

savedasidesowedon'tgettoargue

erebaabatarebaneelebagoneele

mosadi.Kanajaanonggongwebataa

bataletshenyokagoreotshotse

ngwanamolapenglaboneosanyala

ngwanawabone.

Ken:Noyatshenyogakengange,ke

shapokayoneIwasjustwondering

kabogadibutyeahI'llsaveforitjust

thatIdon'thavemoney.ThesavingsI



hadichannelledthemtothe

business.

Him:Howmuchdoyouhave?

Ken:Didiandiagreedonasmall

weddingbecausewewanttostart

businesseswiththeothermoney,the

chaletsneedwiringandplumbing,

Didi'sgardenneedstheirrigation

systemtostartoperatingsowecan't

affordalavishwedding.

Him:Okay,isee

Ken:Wearecountingonherparents

notchangingmethenwecanput

whateverwehavetowardsthesmall

wedding.



Him:It'sstillawisedecision,I'lltalk

toyourunclesandwecantalktoher

familyandstartthepreparations...

Theymetaneighbourandstopped

foralittlechat......

AtAatile'sHouse...

HourslaterAatilewalkedinasSedi

laidasleeponthecouchwithalittle

blanketoverherfeet,heputthekeys

ontheglasstableandtookoffhis

jacketasSedigotuplookingathim...



Sedi:Whathappened?

Aatile:Bayangdelayedme...

Sedi:Aorrammeorayagoreforover

3hours?Kanaanongdijoditsididi..

Sediwenttothekitchenashe

checkedhisphoneandclickedonthe

message....

Lolo:Yourwalletfelloffonthechair

youweresittingon.

Aatile:(replied)Putitsafely,I'llgetit

tomorrowgaketsayaJunior



Lolo:Ok

Aatile:Goodnight

Lolo:Goodnight

Sedisnatchedhisphoneandhanded

himaplateoffood...

Sedi:Hereisthefood,youjustarrived

andyou'reonyourphone

Sheputthephonedownandsat

downasAatilelookedatherdull

mealandputthefoodonthetable...



Aatile:Dithibeketaajakgantele,

Bayangboughttakeaways

Sedi:Andyouatethemknowingyou

askedmetocookforyou?

Aatile:Heofferedicouldn'trefuse

besidesI'mgoingtoeatthatlater

tonight

Sedi:Nnaakeitsejaanongwaitse

Hegotupandwalkedtothebedroom

takingoffhist-shirt....

Aatile:I'mtakingashower,wantto

joinme?



Sedi:No,idon'twanttotemptyou.

Aatile:(sighed)Yeahyeahvirginity

blabla...iknow

Shefollowedhimtothebathroomas

hefilledthetub....

Sedi:Elegorekeagoboranerraka

kgangyavirginity?

Aatile:It'snotthat,ithinkmaybeI'm

toooldforthesevirginitything.It

wouldhavemeantmuchbackwhenI

wasayoungmanbutnownowi

just....Idon'tknowificanbepatient

enoughleyonesexyatengican



imaginehowit'sgoingtobekaboI'll

becareful,heeitwon'thurt...I'm

just....(sighed)GapehelaI'mjust

wonderinghowlongitwilltakeforus

toevendoit...

Hewenttothebedroomandthrew

hist-shirtonthebedasshefollowed

him...

Sedi:Ididn'tknowyoufeltthatway

Aatile:YeahbutI'mnotsayingyou

shouldrushI'mjustsharingmy

thoughtshelagorewecan'tevenact

right,whenIsaythis-virginity,virginity



thisvirginitythat...I'mtoooldforthat

itmeansnothingtomehonestlyso...

Hetookoffhisclothesandwentfora

showerleavingherstandingthere

thenshetookoffherclothesandlaid

onthebed.

***

MinuteslaterAatilewalkedbackinall

wetdryinghimselfwithatoweland

pausedlookingatSedilyingnudeon

thebed...



Sedi:Takeitthen..

Aatileputthetoweldownandgoton

topofherkissingher,herheart

poundedashespreadherlegswith

hiskneeandgotbetweenherlegs....

AtKen'sHouse...

LaterthatnightKendrovethrough

thegateasthewindshieldwipers

rubbedofftheraindropsontheglass

thenheparkedthecarandsmiled



lookingatme...

Ken:WhoistakingZane?

Me:Certainlynotme,Idon'twantrain

onmyhair

Ken:Thatmeansyougethisbag

Me:fine...

Hepulledhishoodieoverhishead

andleanedoverkissingmethenhe

steppedoutontherainandcovered

Zanewithasmalltowel.

Ken:Areyoureadybuddy?



Zane:Yeah

Hegothimandrantothedooras

Zanelaughedtryingtocatchtherain

drops.

Ismiledafraidtogetwetasthey

stoodinfrontofthehouselaughing

atme...

Ken:(loudly)Areyoucoming?

Isteppedoutandslammedthedoor

runningtowardsthedoorbuti



slippedandfellbackonthemudas

KenlaughedatmeandputZane

downthenhewalkedoverandhelped

meup,minutesdownthereandwe

werealreadydrippingwetbutididn't

careaboutmyhairanymore...

Ken:(laughed)Damnthatwasquitea

fall

Me:(laughed)Stopit

WithKenbesidesmenothingwas

everembarrassing,ilovedthelookhe

hadinhiseyeseachtimehelooked

atmebecauseitmademeblush.He



leaneddownputtinghisforeheadon

mineaswestoodontheraingetting

washeddownthenhepulledmychin

upandtiltedhisheadgivingmea

softkissingundertherain.

Goodnessitfeltlikeadreamcome

true,daddywashomeandhewas

hometostay.Iputmyarmsaround

hisneckandhoppedonhimashe

supportedmybottomandlaughed

swingingmearoundbeforewalking

tothedoorwhereheknocked..

Ounaopenedinatowelandfrowned



lookingatKencarryingme,Zaneran

insideandjumpedonthecouchas

Kenwalkedinsidethehousestill

carryingmeandlockedthedoor....

Ken:Hello

Ouna:Hi

Shamethejealousyand

disappointmentonthatgirl'sface

wasn'thardtonoticeasshequietly

walkedtoherroom,Kenheadedto

thebedroomwhereputmedown,we

tookoffourwetclothesthenhe

switchedthelightsoffandgotinbed.



Ipulledtheduvetoverashegoton

topofmewithasoftkiss....

Ken:Sowhoisfiringhertomorrow?

Me:(laughed)Whoeverhiredher,ija

Ken:Nnyaaakereweareonenow

Me:(laughed)PapiI'mnotMrsDaniel,

akenaring.Fireyourmaidonketshe

moteng...

Hekissedmeagainrubbinghimself

onmeandthewholehousebecame

dark,wemovedthecurtainslooking



outside...thewholeneighbourhood

wasdark,yeahtherewasapowercut

thenZanewalkedincalmwiththe

torchonhisphone...

Ken:(laughed)Waitsengwanakeo

brave

Me:(laughed)Golomonegolaitelwa

kacandlekegoneabonang

motakasemalobahelajaana

Ken:(laughedandpickedZane)

Comeheremyboy,don'tlistentothis

one...

HeputZaneinthemiddleaswe



pulledtheduvetoverandcovered

himbothofuskissinghischeeks...

Me:Zanerememberwhenyouasked

meaboutyourfather?

Zane:(smiled)Heismyfather,he

wasn'ttherewheniwaslittle

becausehewasinprisonforfighting.

Me:(smiledsurprised)Youtoldhim?

Ken:Heaskedmeifiwashisreal

father,ididn'tknowwhatlietosayso

Itoldhimthetruth.

Me:DoyoulikehimZane?

Zame:(smiledandputhisarm



aroundKen)Uhmheisalright!!

WealllaughedasKenheldZane's

handandputmineontopthenhe

kissedbothourhandsandsighed....

Ken:I'mreallysorrythatwasn'tthere

foryoutwoandyousufferedbutI'm

herenow,idon'thaveallthemoney

intheworldbutI'lldiebeforeyou

bothsleeponanemptystomach.

Daddyishome...

HekissedZane'sforeheadand

movedoverkissingmeasthe



thundershowerpouredoutside,Zane

dozedoffandweputhimonmyside

asKenturnedandputhisarmaround

mekissingmynecktheniputmy

armaroundZane...

Ken:Goodnightbabe

Me:Goodnight

Yeahitwasagloriousnightandfor

thefirsttimeiaskedGodtokeepmy

littlefamilytogether.Iloveddaddy

andGodknowshischestwasalli

neededtohaveapeacefulnight,i

wouldbelyingifIsaidiremembered



whenexactlyisleptbecauseijust

wentoutlikeabulb.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtKen'sHouse....

ThenextmorningIstretchedmy

backyawningandrealiseditwas

morningthenireachedformyphone

andcheckedthetime,itwasalittle

over10andijumpedoffthebed

puttingonmyclothesandalmostfell

asKenwalkedin...

Me:Whydidn'tyouwakeme?

Ken:What'sgoingon?



Me:I'mlateforwork,it'spast-

Ken:It'sSaturday!Relax

Ipausedthoughtfullyand

rememberedthenisighedinrelief

andsatontheedgeofthebed.

Ken:(laughed)Areyouokay?

Me:(laughed)Yeah,I'mgood...

I'dbeenunemployedfortoolongjust

thethoughtofgettingfiredscared

meandithinkhefeltsorryformeas

heleanedoverandkissedme.Zane



raninsidefollowedbyapuppythen

hejumpedonthebedasthepuppy

putitslittlepawsonthebedwithits

tonguehangingout...

Zane:(snappinghisfingers)Youcan't

catchmenow

Me:Hehasapuppy?

Zane:Wejustboughtitfromthe

neighbour,hesawmerakingoutside

qndtoldmeaboutit.ItookZane

downthereandhadhimchoosethe

onehelikes.Ithinkitshouldkeep

himbusysohedoesn'tspendtoo

muchtimeonthephone.



Me:That'sgood,it'sabeautifulfit

puppy

Thelittlepuppyjumpedonme

scratchingmeandiflinchedpushing

itdown...

Me:Zaneaerragooutsidewithyour

puppy

Zanelaughedandhoppeddownon

theothersideofthebedrunningout

asthepuppybarkedandchasedafter

him.



Kentookdownthesleevesofthe

overallhewaswearingandtiedit

aroundhiswaistleavingouthis

incrediblegoodlookingbicepsout

throughthewhitevestthenheoffhis

workingglovesandleanedover

kissingmeaswelaidbackonthe

bed

Me:Whyareyouinoveralls?

Ken:I'mtrimmingthetrees...Ididn't

wanttowakeyou

Myphonerangandipickedashe



movedcloser....

Me:(hekissedmyneck)Hello?

Robby:Hey,looksI'mtheluckytwin.

NiceDP

Me:Pleasedon'tevercallmeagain,

deletemynumber.

Ihungupandputthephonedownas

Kenlookedinmyeyes,iswearfrom

thelookinhiseyeshesaid"strike1"

andkissedmethenhewalkedout.

Myskincrawledasireachedforhis

bigt-shirtandputitallfollowinghim...



Hedidn'tsayanythingbutthatlook

wasaseriouswarning,iknewthecall

meantnothingtomebutididn'twant

himupsetorworriedbecausei

neededhismindfreeofstresssohe

couldworkontheweddingandother

thingsbesidesbytheniunderstood

whathewascapableof.....

Ihurriedbehindandgrabbedhiswrist

ashewasabouttoputonhisgloves...

Me:Babe?comeherelisten...



Heturnedaroundasilookedupinhis

eyesnotsurehowtostartthenhe

sighedlookinginmyeyeswaiting...

Me:Ithinkipagedthenumberbefore

youtorethatbusinesscard,idon't

evenknowtheguy.

Ken:(pulledmychinupandkissed

me)Keepyourlegscrossed

Heleanedoverandkissedmethen

hewalkedoutputtingonhisworking

glovesandturnedaroundatthedoor

lookingatme...



Ken:Ifiredthemaid,sheleft...

Me:Thanks...

HeclosedthedoorthenIsighed

turningaroundwithasmileasmy

hairspreadlikeitwasblownbythe

wind.....

AtArona'sHouse....

LefokobuttonedhisshirtasArona

sadlysatonthebedlookingathim....

Arona:Whenamigoingtoseeyou



again?

Lefoko:In2daysmywifeisstarting

tomakenoise

Arona:Whydon'tyoujustsayyou're

goingonatrip

Lefoko:(laughed)Howmanytrips

canonegooninonemonthne

babe?(leanedoverandkissedhim)

Watchmoviesorsomethingtokeep

busyuntilicangetback...Maybewe

shouldgetyouadogtokeepyou

company

Arona:Idon'twantadog,Iwantyou...

Lefoko:Ok,fine.I'llmakeupanother

storycomespendtheweekendwith



you

Aronasmiledandjumpedonhimas

theyfellonthebedlaughingthenhe

satonLefoko'schestandleaned

overkissinghim...

Arona:Thishousegetssoquietand

lonelywithoutyou

Lefoko:Comehere

Hekissedhimagainandtheypaused

lookingatoneanotherandlaughed

blushing...



Arona:(softly)What?

Lefoko:Nothingkeagorata

Arona:Lennakeagorata

Lefoko:Iwanttoteachyouhowto

kissokay?

Arona:Iknowhowtokiss

Lefoko:(smiled)Youdon't...I'mgoing

tokissyoubutiwantyoutoobserve

whatI'mdoingtoyou.Don'tkissback

jutobserve

Hekissedhimsoftlyastheybothgot

bonersthenhepausedandsmiled



lookingathim...

Lefoko:NowIwantyoutodothe

sametome,exactsamethingwith

thetongue

Arona:(shyly)Okay

Heclosedhiseyesandperfectly

kissedhimasLefokogotaroused

thenhepausedandsmiledproudly...

Arona:And?

Lefoko:Perfect...You'reafast

learner...TisaphonerebitsePizza



I'mhungry

Aronajumpedoffthebedand

broughtthephonethenLefokorolled

ontopofhimasheorderedPizza.....

AtAatile'sHouse....

OnthesamemorningMayaandBaby

steppedoutofthetaxiholdingempty

laundrybasketsandtriedtoopenthe

doorbutitwaslocked,Mayareached

forherkeysinthebackpackand

unlockedthentheywalkedin

chatting....



Theywenttotheirroomsandgot

theirdirtyclothestogetherwiththeir

brother'sthenknockedontheir

father'sdoor....

***

MeanwhileSedileapedupandshook

Aatilewhowasdeadasleep

Sedi:(whispered)Ati?Ati?

Ati:(groaning)Mmh?



Heliftedhisheadandjumped

hearinghisdaughter'sknockingthen

hequicklyputonhisshortsandvest...

Aatile:(runningaround)Heyguys...

Whatareyoudoinghere?

Maya:Iwantyourclothes,weare

goingtodolaundryandironkogo

mama,canicomein?

Aatile:Justaminute...

HeturnedaroundandsignalledSedi

tokeepquietandgetinthewardrobe,

Sediranoverandwhisperedtohim...



Sedi:Sheisgoingtofindmeinhere

becauseshewantslaundry..

Aatile:fuck!

Theybothlookedaroundtryingto

figureoutwheretohidethenhelifted

thesheetsandpointedunderthebed,

shequicklyslidunderthenAatile

fixedthesheetsproperlyandtooka

deepbreathbeforeopeningthedoor

lookingcalmandcollected...

Aatile:Morning



Maya:Morningcani?

Aatile:Sure...Comein

AatilewenttothebathroomasMaya

openedthewindowsofthebethroom

toletoutthestuffinessthenBaby

joinedherastheyfilledtheirbaskets

withdirtyclotheschatting....

Maya:(checkedthedoorandlowered

hervoice)Ithinkdadwantsmama

back,didyouhearthemlaughingand

gigglingateachothersboringjokes?

Baby:(laughed)Theyjustlaughat

nothing,iwaslikeWTFjustgeta



room

Maya:(laughed)Idon'tthinkthere

willbeanydivorcehere

Baby:Metooandiloveit

Maya:Akere!Ibilefromnowonwe

dishforhimoverthereandcallhim

over,rekalapa

Theywalkedoutgigglingcarrying

basketsandstoppedtalkingasthey

passedbythekitchenwheretheir

fatherwaslookingatSedi'sdullmeal

wonderingwhathecouldaddto

spiceitup...



Maya:Daddyshouldwedish

breakfastforyou?

Aatile:(emptiedtheplateinthebin)

Yeah,I'llpassbylater

Thegirlsgigglednaughtilyandput

thelaundryinthetaxi,justbefore

theycouldleaveMayastoppedand

lookedback......

Maya:Weforgetdaddy'ssocknet

andthelabcoat

Baby:(ranback)I'llgetthem

Maya:Makesureyoucheckallhis



shoesforsocksandputtheminthe

bet,Sianarediataximmamothoo

batagoyagorenka

Babyranbackinthehouseand

passedherfatherinthekitchen

slidinginthebedroomwhereshe

pausedgrabbingthelocklookingat

Sedicrawlingout...

Baby:(frownedandInternationally

screamedwithahighpitchvoice

alarminghersister)Uhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Shescreamedsoloudshealmost



burstedSedi'seardrumsasAatile

rushedinandsighedshamefully,

Mayaranbackandstatuedatthe

doorlookingatSedi...

Aatile:Areguysdonegettingthe

laundry?

Baby:(shocked)Wow...

Maya:Girlwhatareyoudoingonmy

mother'sbed?

Aatile:Mayabehaveididn'traiseyou

likethat.Leaveandyourmother

doesn'tneedtoknowaboutthis,we

areseparated.

Maya:(turnedtoSedi)Girlwhatare



youdoingonmymother'sbed?

(clappingrhythmically)What-are-you-

doing-on-my-mothersbed?

Aatile:(angrily)I'mnotgoingtotell

youagaintostop

Baby:(pullingherback)Mayalet'sgo

Maya:(pushedBaby'shandoff)Let

goofme...(toSedi)Whatareyou

doinginourhouse?Don'tyouseemy

motheronthatpicture?(shegrabbed

thepictureandwaveditonherface)

Doesthislooklikephotoshop?Don't

youseemymother?Whatareyou

doingonmymother'ssheets?Why

couldn'tyoudestroyourfamilyfrom



yourhouse?Nowyouwantmy

mother'shouse?

Aatile:(angrily)MayaI'mnotgoingto

tellyouagain,getout

Maya:Youcanbeatmeifyouwant,

butyoucan'tbringawomaninour

house.Thismama'shousetoo....It's

enoughthatyouchasedheroutwith

anewbornbaby,thisisafamily

house.Iwashyoursheetsdaddyand

icleanthisroomallbecauseiknow

mamaisn'theretodoitbutnowthis?

Andshelookslikeshecanbemy

classmate.Icouldgetintheringwith

thisgirlandknockherfrontteethout

withthefirstblow.Iknowmamahurt



youwithwhateveryouguysdon't

wantustoknowbutthis?(turnedyo

Sedi)Golddiggerwhatareyoudoing

inmymother'shouse,don'tactdeaf

anddumbnow.

Baby:(pullingher)Maya??Mayastop

runningyourmouthalready!

Maya:(pointedatBaby)Letgoofme

wena,touchmeandI'llslapyou!

(turnedtoSediandhitherwiththe

photoframe)Iaskedyouaquestion!

Whatareyoudoingonmymother's

bed!Thisisourhousebitch

Aatilelostitandreachedforhisbelt



bythechairasMayafearfullytriedto

runbuthegrabbedherbythearm

andwhippedherlegsasshe

screamedjumping,Babytearfully

screamedstandingatthedoorasthe

beltmetalheadhitMaya'skneeand

felloff...

Baby:(crying)Daddystop!Stop!

BoilingwithangerAatilewhippedher

withallhisstrengthasBabycried

jumpingandbegging,Seditearfully

coveredhermouthlookingatthe

Aatilesheneverknewexisted..



Aatile:OskanthokelamaitseoMaya,

gakemonkanewagago....whenitell

youtodosomethingyoudoit

becauseisayso,neverinyourlifelet

profanitiescomeoutyourmouthin

mypresence!Ever!Thisismyhouse

andifthereissomeoneIwronged

hereismywifenotyou,yousit

there...doyourhomeandhome

choresuntilyou'reoldenoughto

haveyourownhouse.Anddon'tthink

IforaminutethatIdon'tknowthat

youseeingtheboynextdoor!I'll

murderyoubeforeyouinsultme...



Hewhippedheralloverasshecried

loudly,Babyranoverandhugged

AatilecryingasMayacurledonthe

cornercryingthenAatiledroppedthe

beltandputhisarmaroundBaby

whileshecriedbegginghim.

BabyletgoandranovertoMaya

rubbinghertearsandhuggingher,

thetaxidriverraninthebedroom

doorandrespectivelyrubbedhis

handslookingatAatile...

Taxidriver:Morena!

Aatile:Takethemhome...



Babygrabbedherfather'ssocknet

andhelpedMayastandasshelimped

cryingthentheywalkedoutbutMaya

turnedwithtearsrunningdownher

cheeksfacingSedi...

Maya:Areyouhappynow?

Aatileangrilypickedthebeltagain

butthedriverblockedhimand

grabbedthebeltfromhimbegging

himtostop...



Taxidriver:Aomorenagagodirwe

jalothe,kengwanaoutule

Aatile:(angrilypointedatMayawitha

foldedbelt)Ketaabolaagolomo

kana

Maya:(tearfullyscreaming)Whydon't

youjustkillmethen?Thismarriageis

notjustaboutyoutwoithasustoo,

wheredowegowhenyoutwoget

divorced?Whatareyouteachingus?

Thatweshouldwalkawayfromour

husbandsatthefirstmistake?

Aatile:Thatyoushouldwalkaway

fromanyonewhodoesn'tappreciate

youandwriteitdownincaseyou



forgetit.

Maya:HowaboutyouletGodinyour

marriageandlethimteachyour

partnertoappreciateyou.Itstruea

marriagewithoutGodisdestinedto

fail,ihopeGodgivesmeahusband

whowilltakemyhandandleadus

intoaprayerwheneverwehave

problemsinsteadofrunningtocourt.

Aatile:You'reobviouslytooyoungto

understandtheseandidon'toweyou

anexplanation.Getoutofhere

Theywalkedoutasthetaxidriver

followedthemthenAatilesatonthe



bedandlookedatthebelthewas

holding,hethrewitonthefloorand

rubbedhisfacefrustrated,Sedi

quicklycrawledacrossandputon

herclothesinside-outshakingand

putonhershoes...

Aatile:Whatareyoudoing?

Sedi:I'mleaving,ithoughtiwas

readyforrelationshipsbutI'mnot,I'm

sorryforwastingyourtime.

Aatile:(stoodup)Sedieycomeon...

(grabbedherwrist)lookatme

Sedi:(tearfully)Don'ttouchme!

Please....



Shepickedherphoneandbagthen

sheranout...

Sedi:Deletemynumber,ifyoucall

meI'mtellingmyuncle..

SheclosedthedoorandleftAatile

standingthere,hetriedtofollowher

butsheranout.Hewalkedback

insideandcleanedthehouse....

AtSedi'sHome....



HourslaterAatileparkedthecarnot

farfromSedi'shomeanddialedher

numberbutitwasn'tavailablethen

hedialedLame.

Lame:Hello

Aatile:Hey,themmakekopagobua

leSedi

Lame:Ohsonowyouwanttotalkto

me?

Aatile:Lamenotnow,thisis

important.Canipleasetalktoher?

Lame:Sheleft,shegotherbagand

saidshewasgoingtoauntie'sto

clearherhead.



Aatile:Auntiewalonaonnakae?

Lame:SheworksinOrapa,youwon't

getthere

Aatile:Sootsenyemobasengya

nakomang?Icancatchthatbusand

getheroff

Lame:Itleftanhourago...

Aatile:Thanks

Hehungupanddroveoffjoiningthe

mainroad,minutesalongthewayhe

receivedacallfromaprivatenumber..

Aatile:Hello



Sedi:Lamejusttoldmeyou're

lookingforme,pleaseleavemealone.

Kantekegobolelelegakaegore

gakebateAatile?Whyareyou

followingme?I'msorrythatyou're

goingthroughwhatyouaregoing

throughbutIdon'twanttobepartof

it.Leavemealoneandfindanother

girlfriend.I'mtooyoungtodealwith

yourdramaandangrykids.Ididn't

evenknowyou'reviolent,nnagake

bategobetswa.Tswahelamogo

nnaoelseI'lltellmyunclethataman

hisageisfollowingme.Myuncleisa

traditionaldoctorandyoudon'twant

tocrossme,leavemealone..



Shehungupthenhereceivedanother

call...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Howcouldyoudothis?Koore

haokaratanahelaosaharasebana

gokareng?

Aatile:LoloketagokopanyaleMaya

becauseihaveafeelingshegetsthis

attitudefromyou.Gakegodise

ngwanaaboanthoga,Mayahasno

mannersandifshecontinueswithan

attitudelikethatshewon'tget

nowhereinlife.



Lolo:Soyoubruiseherlikethis?Have

youseenherknee?Youinjuredher...

Doyouevencare?

Aatile:WhatMayadidwas

disrespectfulandiexpectanapology

fromherwhensheisdonecryingand

suckinguppityfromeveryone,gake

tegotshamekisiwakengwanakemo

godisitse.Areyouusingthechildren

tosettleascoreandmakemethe

badparent?

Lolo:I'mnotarguingaboutthesame

thingoverandoveragain,ifthatlittle

girlmakesyouhappythengoforit

andleavemeinpeacewithmy

children.



Aatile:Withpleasure,I'dratherlose

allofyouthanlivewithabunchof

disrespectfulpeoplewhodon'tsee

meastheheadofthefamily.I'mvery

disappointedthatyoufindnothing

wronginwhatMayadid.Ireallywon't

feelguiltyforwalkingoutofthis

marriage.

Hehunguponheranddroveoff....

MONTHSLATER.....

LIKETOGETTHENEXTINSERT.....
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AtaBachelorpad....

Tsheposlowlyreversedtothedoor



asAatileandBayangwhistled

directinghimuntiltheyraisedtheir

handsstoppinghim...

Bayang:Hoohooshap!

Heswitchedofftheengineand

hoppeddownthentheyuntiedthe

ropetyingthefurnitureandbegun

offloadingwhilechattingloudly....

Tshepo:Maraguysthelawof

Botswanaalwaysfavourswomen

whenitcomestodivorceit'snoteven

funny,whenBayangdivorcedAone



shepracticallytookeverythingand

nowLolotookthehouseandgotthe

custodyyabana.ThesameLolowho

leftyouwiththekidsajolalema

Arabia

Bayang:Atleasthewasgivenacar

nnakanaAonewasgiventhecar.

Legalekawedidn'thaveahouse,the

carwastheonlythingwehad.Di

householdsnnanakoyatengne

setsekerekilekoKasane.

Aatile:ButI'mfinewithherhaving

custodyyabana,thegirlsaregrown

yaanongrennarecrossanehela,

Mayaisdisrespectful.Babyene

santsealengwanaeneleJunior



Tshepo:Teenagershaveissues

Bayang:Theproblemisthatwenao

monnaandLoloisawomansoshe

getstotellherstoryandwinMaya's

supportoveryouregardlessofwhois

wrong.ThereasonMayafeelslike

youwalkedoutofthefamilyis

becauseshedoesn'tknowwhat

happened,sheprobablythinksyou

divorcedhermomforatextmessage,

whydon'tyoujusttellheryoucaught

hermotherwithamonsterdickinher

pussy?Andindetailgorewitha

marriedman,thesamethingshefelt

earnedSedianinsult

Aatile:Idon'twanttopaintLolobad



infrontofthekids

Tshepo:Kids?KidseneMaya?That's

agrownasswoman,ifshewasn't

yourdaughterI'd-(theguysturned

andlookedathimoffendedthenhe

thoughtabouthissentenceand

smiled)Nevermindbutimeancome

on,sheisoldenoughtounderstand,

obviouslythisthingsagoreMaya

misbehavedinfrontofyoubothers

you.

Aatile:Sheshouldjustknowgood

frombadbecauseididn'traiseher

likethat

Bayang:Buthonestlyshewenttoo



far,theseEnglishmediumkidsjust

speakwithoutthinking.AMotswana

childwouldnevertalklikethattoan

adult,weusedtobebeatenforbeing

moodyandyourmotherwillaskyou

whyyouwokeupmoodythenbeat

youupgotwekeengotsogelwaole

ngwana.

Thechattingcontinuedasthey

finishedoffloadingandleftinthe

van...

AtTina'sHouse...



Tinawalkedoutofthehousewith2

Biblesandpouredwaterforherdog

thenshewalkedoutthegatedialing

Calvin'snumber....

Calvin:Hello?

Tina:Ijustleft,let'sgo

Calvin:Alright,bye

Shehungupandputherphoneinthe

pocket.

AtGobona'sHouse....



MeanwhileDiboyswalkedbehindthe

householdingatoothbrushanda

cuptobrushhisteethandfoundone

ofhermother'sregularsstanding

withSetsanabythefence.Theman

panickedandsmiled,theydidn't

understandDiboysashenever

smiledwithanyofthem...

Diboys:Setswanawhatareyoudoing

behindthehouse?

Setswana:(showedhimP10)Hesaid

ishouldgobuysweet

Diboys:Tisa,goinside...I'llbeatyou

ifyoustandwithmenbythefence..



Hesnatchedthemoneyandhislittle

sisterranbackinsidethenhewalked

overandfacedtheman...

Man:Iwasjustgivinghermoneyfor

thesweets,thesekidsarelikemine

Diboys:Reetsaha,thenexttimeisee

youinthisyardorarounditI'llpunch

yousohardyouwon'tseeyourselfgo

down.IfyoutouchanyofmysistersI

willsneakinyourhouseandcutout

yourintestines,wrapthemaround

yourneckandchokeyouwiththem

untilyoutakeyoustopbreathing,do



youunderstandme?

Hedidn'twaitforananswerand

insteadsplashedhimwiththewater

hehadinthecupandtheman

walkedaway.....

Man:I'mgoingtotelyourmother

aboutthis!Youneedmymoneyto

survive....iamyourmealboy,you

thinkjustbecauseyouhavea

mustacheyou'reaman?Ifeedyou!

Diboyswalkedbackinthehouseand

staredatthetwobigcontainerswith



mberereasitfermentedanddripped

onthefloormakingthewholerid

housesmellthenhekickedthe

biggestcontainerspillingitonthe

floorasitmadeitswayoutthedoor...

Hissiblingsallstoodatthedoor

bitingtheirnailsashekickedthe

secondcontainer...

MeanwhileGobonawalkedthrough

thegatewithalogonherheadand

wonderedwhythechildrenwere

standinginfrontoflelwapana.As

shecamecloserthesmellofher



precioustraditionalbeerreachedher

noseandshedroppedthelog.

Hereyespoppedasshesawher

mberereflowingonthefloorandran

overholdingherheadindisbelief....

Gobona:Nooooo....

Diboyswalkedoutandcarefully

steppedonthestonestoavoid

steppingonthebeerandfinally

jumpedmakinghiswaytothe

grandmother'sHouse.Gobona

walkedinandnoticedbothofher



containerswereempty,tearsfilled

hereyesandshefollowedDiboys....

Gobona:Diboyskooregaobone

bothatajokelengmogojone

ngwanaka?Howamigoingtofeed

thechildren?Hee?Doyouknowhow

muchthatbeerwasworth?

Diboys:(turnedaround)Ifyoureally

needtosellbeerfindaplotandgo

selltherebecauseidon'tlikeyour

customers,Idon'tlikethewaythey

lookatthechildrenandifyoudon't

finditdisturbingican'tconvinceyou.

You'renotsellingbeerhereagain.



Never...

Gobona:(crying)Doyouknowhow

harditistomakethatbeerandyou

justspillit?

Diboys:Makeitagainandwatchme

spillit,you'renotsellingbeerhere

andifanyonewalksinheretobuy

beerI'mgoingtochasethemoutlike

dogs.Nomaniswalkinginthrough

thatgateexceptme.I'mdone

Hewalkedinhisgrandmother's

houseandgotwaterwithacupas

shelaidonthebed...



Diboys:MmamamayiborrowaThe

HolyBible?I'mgoingtochurch

Her:It'sinthere,It'saSetswana

version

Diboys:Thatwasishardto

understand,it'sSetswanaistoodeep

Hewalkedouttobrushhisteethas

Gobonasatwithhermothertelling

herwhatwashappeningoutside...

MeanwhileTinasighedstandingby

thetreeafewfeetfromthefence.It

seemedtherewasalwayssomething

goingonatCalvin'shome,ifitwasn't



loudrumbamusicbangingitwashis

motherloudlyarguingorscoldingthe

children.NowCalvinhadspilledthe

beerandit'sfragrancewasonthe

air...

Minuteslaterhewalkedoverasshe

lookedathim,helookedsmartand

helookednothinglikehis

background.Hewasthereasonshe

believeddiamondswerefoundin

dirtyplacesandshewasn'tgoingto

letallhisproblemsdiscourageher,

Calvinwasherdiamond...Hishome

washermineandshewasgoingto

polishthatdiamondandwearitwith



pride,afteralldiamondsareagirl's

bestfriend...

Calvin:Hey

Tina:Hi

Calvin:Sorryfortakingsolong

Tina:It'sokay...

Calvin:Howlongdoesthechurch

take?

Tina:wewillbebackby11:30

Calvin:Okay..

Theywaitedforataxiandlaterleft.....



AtChurch....

LologentlywipedbabyRan'snose

whowaswrappedinabeautifulsoft

fluffyblanketassheandthegirlssat

onthesecondrowofthe

congregation,shehadlostquitealot

ofweightandevencutherhairwhich

iwastotallyagainstbutshewent

aheadandcutitanywaydespiteher

daughtersopinionstoo.

KenandIsatonthebackrowashe

puthisarmaroundmychairand



stoleacheekkisswhilewesang

alongwiththepraiseandworship

leadsingerstandinginfrontholding

themicastheinstrumentsblessed

theSundaymorning...

Zanewalkedinwithadrawingfrom

theSundayschoolandsatonKen's

lapasthemusicfadedandthe

pastorwalkedtothepullpitholding

themic...

Pastor:Goodmorningbrothersand

sisters,Godisgood...

Congregation:Allthetime...



Pastor:Amen...(walkingaroundwith

alittlesmile)Iwantyoutoseethe

powerofGod,I'mgoingtotellyoua

story...Mywifeandigotmarriedata

youngageandwedidn'treallyknow

Godthoughwecametochurchso

yearsdownthelinewestarted

fightingandfightingreallyhard...(the

wifesmiledshilyandshookherhead)

Therewasathirdpartyandibrought

her....Mywifedidn'tknowhowto

handlethis.Shehadjusthadababy

andshewasfeelinginsecureabout

herbody.Iontheotherhandfelt

sincewehadababyoursexchanged

becauseshewasalwaysignoringme.



Mywifeprayedformeandourfamily

untilshefeltshehadlostenough

weightandtimewaitingformeto

manup.Shefiledfordivorceandi

gotservedatwork.Everyonewas

surprisedbecausemywifeisoneof

akind,throughoutalltheseshenever

toldpeopleiwascheatingonherand

soeveryaskedquestions,most

blamedhersayinghowcouldshe

walkawayfromsuchagoodman.

Shedidn'tsayanythinginresponse,

shejustwantedmeoutofherlife.I

didn'tsignthedivorcepapersandit

hitme...Wowmywifeisactually

doingthis.Ineverthoughtshe'dleave



mesotheregoesmyego...Ibegged

herbutshesaidno,askedpastor

Motsamaiandtheotherpastorsto

helpandshesaidno.Irefusedto

signthepapersandmylawyertold

methatrefusingwon'tstopthecourt

fromgruntingherthedivorce....atthis

pointwewereseparated.Ilost

weightandIdidn'twantanywoman

butmywife.Ilookedterriblyskinny

andmywifeslowlygainedweight,

shefoundajobandevenstarteda

business...Islippedintoaserious

depressionwhichbroughtmecloser

toGod.ShouldIcontinue?

Congregation:Amen!



Pastor:Onenightiwenttomywife's

houseandaskedher,beggedand

criedandyouknowwhat...Shesaid

fine.I'llcomebackbutthereis

somethingIhavebeenfeelingguilty

abouttoo.Oursonisnotreallyyour

son,ihadanaffairwithourneighbour.

Mywholeworldcrushed,iwentback

tomyhouseandlookedforwardto

thedivorce,thenerveofthatwoman.

Ievenstoppedcomingtochurchbut

asdayswentbyIrealisedIactually

wantedtoforgiveherandthenice

thingwasthattheneighbourdidn't

knowaboutthebabyandthebaby

itselfknewmeasdaddysoItoldher



thatIforgiveherandwantedtohave

myfamilyback.Iaskedhertotake

myhandandcometoGodwithme

sowecouldsaveourmarriage,she

saidareyousureaboutthis?Isaid

yeahbabeI'msureandshesaid

thankyouforyourforgiveness.Six

monthslatericamehometoa

candlelitdinner....Iwonderedwhat

theoccasionwasallaboutandshe

toldmethatshehadmadeupastory

aboutheraffair,noneofwastrueand

mysonwasactuallymine,shesaidi

neverhadeyesforanyonebutyou.I

justwantedyoutofeelwhatittakes

toforgivesuchmistakesandthe



sacrificesbehindwakingupevery

morningknowingyourspouselaid

withanotherperson.(theylaughed

andhelaughedtoo)Iwasgladitwas

aliebutiwasverysadthatminewas

actuallytrue,ihadhurtherandI

couldnevertakebacktheshamei

broughther.Imadeavowthatnight,i

promisedGodthatI'dappreciatethe

wifehegaveme.Idedicated

everythingtoherandsincetheni

haven'tlookedatanywomanbuther.

Itwasexactly19yearsagoandtoday

wearestrongerthananyonei

know...Ittakestwopeopletomakea

marriagework,youmustprayfor



yourmarriagestogether.GiveGoda

roundofapplause...(theyclapped)

Let'sturnourBiblestoHebrews13:

4.…itreads...Letmarriagebeheldin

honoramongall,andletthemarriage

bedbeundefiled,Godwilljudgethe

sexuallyimmoralandadulterous.

Let'sbowourheadsandpray...

Weallboweddownandprayed...

AttheRiverfrontresort...

Blessingtuckedherweavebehindher

earwalkinginhighheelsholdingher



iPadlookingatweddinggarden

setupsasthedecoladyfollowed

her....

Theywalkedonthegreengolfcourse

andstoppedbytheriverlookingat

thebeautifullargefieldofnothingbut

green...

Blessing:Weareexpectingabout100

guests,they'redoingasmallwedding

butweneedittobeperfect...So...

(turnedaroundpointingattheriver)

Wewantthegazebothissidegore

banyadibaemehanokengandthe



chairslinedthisside...Thewalkway

shouldlaybetweenthechairsfrom

thissidebecausethebridewillbe

comingfromthisdirection...

Decolady:Sonotent?

Blessing:Notent,itwillbedonein

themorningbeforethesungetshot

abogoiwadinepengthenlunchin

theconferenceroomthenbagolowill

takeoverkadilotsabonetsabo

kgoroso.

Deco:(notedonherbook)Okay...We

haven'tdiscussedtheflowers

Blessing:Don'tworryaboutfresh

flowers,wegotthatcovered.Ireally



hopeyou'renotgoingtodisappoint

meonthelastminute,isthatdecoon

Facebookreallyyours?

Deco:Yes,youcantalktomyclients

too.Don'tworry,theweddingisnext

weekSaturdayakere?

Blessing:Yes...Wearedoneijust

wantedtoshowyouthevenue

Deco:Thanks,bye

TheypartedwaysasBlessingdialed

hersister...

Didi:(noisybackground)Hello?



Blessing:Hi,whenarewemeeting?

Thetailorisdone,wehavetofitthe

clothes

Didi:I'minchurch,weareaboutto

finishthough

Blessing:Alright,bye

Shehungupandreceivedacallfrom

Ken'scousinthensherolledhereyes

beforepicking...

Blessing:YesRetsile

Retsile:(softly)KoorehaokareRats

gotaarengnemma?



Blessing:WhatdoyouwantRats?

Rats:Whenarewegoingtofitthe

clothesbabe?

Blessing:Youknowthetailoryou

don'thavetogowithme,you're

disturbingmeI'mplanningmy

sister'swedding.

Rats:BuzzBeeyou'rethebestlady

andI'mthebestman,wearelikethe

nextbestthingafterthemso-

Blessing:OhGod,I'mhangingup

Rats:(laughed)Wait...I'msorrybut

canIpickyouupandsowecanfit?

Blessing:Fine,I'llletyouknow



Shehungupandtookataxihome

whereshewalkedinandputherbag

andbookdownthenAriannawalked

inasshewaschangingherclothes...

Arianna:Whereareyougoing?Kare

obusylemogoloo

Blessing:Ariannanotnow

Arianna:Sojaanongshewantsyou

onlynnagaketsenngwemo

lenyalonglalona?

Blessing:Dididoesn'thave

bridesmaids,sheisusingsixflower

girls.



Arianna:Doyouthinkit'sfairthat

you'rethebestladywhenI'molder

thanyou?

Blessing:Didiaskedme,whydon't

youaskherwhyshechoseme?You

havebeenpesteringmeaboutthis

forweeksandI'mtired.Justgoand

askher

Shewalkedout...

AtChurch.....

Laterthatmorningweallwalkedout



ofchurchandexchangedhugsand

greetings...

Lolo:IspoketoBlessingthismorning,

shetoldmetoremindyouaboutthe

tailor

Me:(laughed)Beeenewalapisa

Lolo:(laughed)Energyyangwanayo,

kanaenesaleagoratile

Me:(laughed)Sheismylove...So

howhaveyoubeen?Youlooked

absentmindedinchurchtoday

Lolo:Urhit'snothing,I'mstillgetting

usedtothelookspeoplegiveme

whentheyrealiseI'mnotwearinga



ringyetI'mholdingalittlebaby

Me:Youwon'tbelieveIactually

thoughtAttiewillreconcileafter

findingoutRanaanishisson

Lolo:(sadly)Ihaveacceptedthatwe

arenolongertogetherbuttheloveis

thereandpeopledon'tunderstand

gorecheatingonyourpartnerhas

nothingtodowithyourloveforthem.

Ronagareagolasenteandyestotait

tookmeawhiletorealisethatkea

senyabutweallhavefantasies,kana

Aatilebelieveshedoesn'tsatisfyme

allbecauseisaidthingsoutofanger

andthisfantasyihaveyadibigdicks

gothimthinkingheisnotenoughfor



mewhichisnotfair,ifamanever

suggestedtotryanalsexwouldyou

feelyourcookiedoesn'tsatisfyhim?

Ormaybehimwantingablowjob,

doesthatmeanyourmouthis

sweeterthanthevjay?

Me:Obviouslynotbutitcanmake

yourpartnerinsecure,Iknowmylittle

bodymakesmeinsecurewhenisee

womenwithhipsandroundbottom,i

didn'tlikeKen'smaidbecauseshe

wassexyandroundwhileI'mpetite,

hadhesleptwithherIwouldhavefelt

maybeiwasn'tenough

Lolo:Yeahigetthatandit'shardto

makepeopleunderstandthat



cheatinghasnothingtodowitha

personcheatedbutanywayI'mjust

prayingforGodtotakeawaymylove

forhim.That'smydailyprayer

Me:Andyou'llgetoverhim,don't

worry.Justfocusyourself.

KenwalkedovercarryingZaneand

puthisarmaroundmesmilingat

Lolo...

Ken:Caniborrowherforaminute?

Lolo:Noproblem...



Wewalkedtowardsoneofthe

church'spastorsandshookhands,i

stilldidn'tknoweveryoneatchurch

thoughalotofthemknewKen....

Ken:BabethisisPastorJack,heis

theleadingpastorofmen'sministry

underthePrisoner'sunit.Thisman

mademyyearsinprisonfly,hecame

justattherighttimebeforeicould

engageintheprisonsworstgroupies.

Me:(shookhandsagain)It'sa

pleasuretomeetyou

Pastor:Likewise,congratulationson

thewedding.Thismanlovesyouand



ihopeyouknowthat

Me:Thankyou,ilovehimtoo

Ken:Hewillbeofficiatingour

weddingvowsaswell

Me:Ilikeit,thankyoupastor

Pastor:You'rewelcome...

Anothermarriedcouplejoinedusas

thehusbandandKenbumped

shouldersexcitedly...

Ken:Meetmywifemonna,babethis

isNkabo...Weusedtobefriends

thenheditchedmeandwent



overseas

Nkabo:(laughed)Youditchedmemr

epapamatsehela...(shookmyhand)

NicetomeetyouMrsDan

Me:Thankyou

Nkabo:ThisismywifeBaone

Shesmiledandhuggedmeaswe

exchangedpleasantriesthenthe

guysleftwiththepastor....

Baone:Ilikeyournails,whodoes

them?

Me:Idothemathome



Baone:Givemeyournumbermmao

ntirekanagatwennerelebegake

sonesebohusbandbasianglema

14

Me:(laughedtypedmynumber)Ee

gatwennereitsosa

Herdaughterranoverandshelifted

her,thelittlegirlshairwasbeautiful

withabowaroundherhair...

Me:Iwantadaughtertheng,ketswa

peloeverytimeiseewomenwith

theirdaughters

Baone:Recipeyadaughterreverse



cowgirl

Me:(laughed)HaoBaone!

Baone:(laughed)Nxustru

Me:(laughed)Aethemmakemisitse

didatetsepediserialokananneese

reversecowgirlyoowatengyoo

Baone:Uhwaiithobogakeboy

Welaughedwalkingtowardsthe

parkinglot....

***

MeanwhileMayaandBaby



approachedTinaandCalvinandthey

exchangedgreetings..

Maya:Chosmaybenextweeki

shouldbringbaetoo

Tina:(laughed)Andwhatwillyour

parentssay?Nnabomamabaitse

gorewearestudybuddies,babonye

Calvintakingallthepricesatschool

andthinkheisagoodcompany

Maya:Littledotheyknow

Calvin:(laughed)Mayalittledothey

knowwhat?

Baby:(laughed)Obatagogogolega



Calvin:Exactly..

Tina:Alrightihavetogoseethe

Sundayschoolteacher,Carllet'sgo

Calvin:Byeguys

Baby:Shapcousie

TheywalkedawayasMayaandBaby

headedtotheplaygroundtocollect

thekids...

Maya:WaitsegoreCalvinis

unbelievablycute,keipotsawago

nnajanghajaallowance

Baby:Heisyourcousintoo



rememberthat

Maya:(laughed)Andmyfriend's

boyfriendcomeon,I'mnotsayingit

inthatway...Anywaycanyoucalldad

sowecangocleanhishouse?I

heardheismovingoutfromuncle

Bayang'shouse

Baby:Whydon'tyoucallhimandjust

apologisealready,you'reobviously

stillfeelingbad

Maya:I'mtooscaredtocallhimand

thingshavebeenoddbetweenus

sincethatgirl'sincident.Callhimand

askhimifwecouldcleanandsetup

hishouse



Baby:Fine..

Maya:Bayaonloudspeaker.

Shedialedtheirfatherandputon

speakerphone....

Aatile:Hello?

Baby:Hi,canwecomecleanforyou?

Weheardyouweremoving

Aatile:It'sokay,I'llhiresomeoneto

clean.

Baby:Youcan'thirepeopletoclean

whenyouhaveus

Aatile:Usasinyouandwho?Idon't



haveaproblemlettingyouinmy

housemygirlbuttheproblemisthe

companyyou'llbring,ifJunioror

RanaanwereoldenoughI'dsaycome

butIdon'twanttostrainyou.

Mayatearfullysighedandrubbedher

handstogetherlistening...

Baby:Mayawillhelpme

Aatile:Mayaisagrownwomanwho

reactshowevershewantswhenever

shewants,whatifshecomeshere

andfindsmycolleaguesandstarts

cursingthem?LetMayastaywithher



mother,that'stheonlypersonshe

respects.That'sherparent,ihave

threechildren.

Maya'seyeswelledupthentears

droppedassheblinked...

Baby:OK,bye

Aatile:Bye

ShehungupthenMayaburstedinto

tearssittingonthegroundasher

sisterhelpedherupandwalkedto

thecarwheretheysatwhileshetried



talkingtoherbutshedidn'tstop

crying.

Babyleftherinthecarandcalled

Lolowhohandedherthebabyand

gotinthecarwithMaya...

Lolo:Mayawhat'swrong?

Maya:(crying)Kantewhyispapa

disowningmewhenhewhippedme?

It'snotfair,hebeatmeandheshould

letitgo.

Lolo:Butyoumustalsoapologise,

youwerenotsupposedtoharasshis

guestandcallherabitchespecially



whenhekepttellingyoutostop.

Maya:Buthepunishedme!Isn'tthat

enough?

Lolo:Notforaparent,especiallya

fatherwhoraisedyouwithalotof

challenges.Thatmansacrificedso

muchforyou,forusandhedeserves

respect.Heleftmebecausei

cheatedhim,heisthevictimnotthe

otherwayaround.Hewasjusttrying

tohealhimselfbysleepingwiththat

girl,youmadethingsworseforhim.

Notonlywashedealingwitha

cheatingwifehehadtodealwithan

ungratefuldisrespectfulteenage

daughter.



Maya:Heneverevenanswersmy

calls,it'slikeidon'texist.Hecallsme

Baby'scompanyasifI'mnothis.He

saysheonlyhasthreechildren

Lolo:Justapproachhimand

apologisefromthebottomofyour

heart,youwrongedhim.

Maya:I'mscaredofhim

Lolo:Youjusthavetofacehim...

Shehuggedherandsighed...

Lolo:Henolongerforgiveseasilybut

it'sworthatry...



Maya:(wipedhertears)Okay...

AtMr'sDaniel'shouse.....

IntheafternoonOtlhefilledabigtray

withglassesandwenttothetree

wherealotofelderswererelaxing

underthethickshadowofthe

mophanetreewhileotherslaidonthe

mattressesenjoyingpapawith

Seswa..

Otlheputthetraydownthenher

cousinbroughtbottlesoffizzydrinks

whichtheyservedeveryone,Ken



drovethroughthegateandstepped

downashisfathersippedadrink....

Daniel:Todayisthelastdayyou're

seeingDidiuntiltheweddingday,

kanayouneverlistentoyourelders.

Therearereasonsbehindthese

thingsyouknow

Uncle:Enetotawhydoeshekeep

meetingher?

Ken:Ijustwenttochurch,wedidn't

eventalkforlongerilekerekeetswa

aborekgaogana.

MrsDaniel:Theweddingdayis

Saturday,you'renotsupposedto



meetheruntilthethen

Ken:Iunderstand,I'msorry.

Daniel:It'sokay,youcango..

Kenjoinedhiscousinsunderthe

othertree....

Atmymother'shouse...

Laterthateveningiputonmydress

thenBlessinggotbehindmeand

struggledzippingit...

Blessing:Ushumonyadiwalonantse



anona?

Me:What?(Ifixeditandstood

properly)Tryagain

Shestruggledandfinallyzippedit

tighteningmystomachsomuchi

couldn'tbreaththeniwalkedtothe

livingroomwheremymotherand

auntsweresittingwaitingtoseeifi

goteverythingfortheweddingday...

Aunt:No,itstootight

Blessing:Butitwaslooseweeks

back



Kedibonye:Oratanyalomoanonang

mogo2months?

Auntie:Gongweamoithwadisitse

ngwanawagaTaniele

Me:(laughed)Uhbathorakgadioka

nthaaithwalabathong

Blessing:(laughed)nkaremorogano

hela"ithwadisitse"

Wealllaughedasiturnedaround

showingthedress...

Auntie2:Thetailorwillhavetoadjust

it



Me:Wewilltellher

Blessing:Takeoffrechekewedding

gown..

Oneofthedrunkrelativeswalkedin

holdingaglassofbeersinging

loudly...

Her:Rejaangwaaaana.....(ululating)

Ilililililili.....RejangwanarejaDidintle

Auntie:Ijakanaabedibutswako

isongbathobataaikopedisa

Kedibonye:(laughed)Leretsholele

montung...Kanajaakabadikologile



leisojaanabagoinolasebetenyana

seelelehaelesepe

Auntie:(stoodup)Mothoaemerra,

kanagoneeletsagomasweleene

yootewaagotweisadijokontungo

kgonagohapogamotseleagodi

tenetsa...

Theylaughedassomewalkedout,

meanwhileIcontinuedchangingmy

clothesandmodelledforthem.

OutsideUncleBonangarrivedwith

thebigspeakerwhichtheyputin

frontofthehouseplayingjazz...



IhadneverlistenedtoJazzbefore

anditwasonlythatdaythatirealised

ilovedit.Imovedthecurtains

lookingoutsideaspeopledanced

calmlysnappingtheirfingers.The

weddingmoodwasbuildingand

Saturdayseemedtoofar...

AttheDaniel'shome....

RelativesfromoutsideMaunhad

arrivedandmorecontinuedtoarrive

occupyingalltheroomsandmaking

thehomemorelively.



Thateveningoneunclebentoverand

putmorewoodaselderssurrounded

thefireareahavingteawhileothers

hadtraditionalbeer.Mosthadnot

seeneachotherinawhilesothe

laugherandchatsabouttheold

timesmadethefamilyreunion

worthwhile...

MeanwhilebehindthehousewasKen

andhiscousinsskinningagoat

underthelightofthebackbulb,not

farfromthemwasacarplaying

housemusicloudlywithacoolerbox



ofdrinksandbeerintheboot...

Oneauntiesteppedoutthekitchen

backdoorwithabowltocollectmeat

andwalkedbackinsidealmost

bumpingintoOtlhe...

Otlhe:Ken?

Kenpausedslicingandturned...

Otlhe:waabatiwa

Ken:Kemang?

Otlhe:Amante



Theguys'eyespoppedwitha"here

comestrouble"lookastheylookedat

oneanotherandlaughed....

Rats:(laughed)Shit

Cousin:(laughed)Youcansaythat

again...

Ken'sfacialexpressionchangedas

heswallowedandhandedoneofhis

cousinstheknifethenhewalkedin

thekitchenwherehequietlywashed

hishandsandfollowedOtlheout

dryinghishandsontheblueoveralls



hewaswearing...

Ken:Whereisshe?

Otlhe:Atthegate,inawhiteBMW...

(pointed)Thoselights

Ken:Ok

Hewalkedpasttheeldersalltheway

tothegateandapproachedawhite

BMWwhereheopenedthedoorand

gotin.Heleanedbackandsighed

lookingatthedashboardwithout

lookingatherface...



Ken:Whatdoyouwant?

Amantle:Canyouatleastlookat

me...

Heexhaledandturnedlookinginher

eyesasshelookedbackinhis...

Amantle:(smiled)You'restill

handsome...

Ken:Whatdoyouwant?

Amantle:Thereissomethingihave

totellyou,ihavebeenscaredtotell

youbutwhenisawyournameonthe

listofpeoplegettingmarriedatthe



DCofficeIthoughtyoudeservedto

knowbeforeyoucantakethisstep

because-

Ken:Amantlecanyoustopbeating

aroundthebushesandtellme,what

isit?

Amantle:Okayhereisthething,um....

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinserts,

goodnight

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.
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IntheBMW....

Kenshookhisheadandlookedinher

eyesasshecontinuedexplaining

herself.Shepushedherhairoffher

faceandmovedcloserputtingher



softhandsonhisarm...

Ken:Whatmakesyouthinkibelieve

you?

Amantle:(movedbacklookinginhis

eyes)Becauseit'sthetruthandyou

canproveittoyourself.

Ken:SowhereisDale?

Amantle:Itdidn'tworkoutbetween

us,ifeltreallyguiltyafterhearing

about...Yoursuicideattempt,I'm

reallysorryforhurtingyoulikethat.

Ken:Itdoesn'tmatter,imovedon

Amantle:AndI'mproudofyoubutit



doesn'tchangethefactthatyou-

Ken:(sighed)Iknowthat,Isthatall?

Amantle:Yes..

Therewasanawkwardsilent

momentastheysatinthecar...

Ken:Gonemmehowdoyouwalkout

ofsomeone'slifethewayyoudidand

comebackyearslaterwith

somethinglikethis?Whatami

supposedtodo?

AmantleI'msorry...

Ken:I'mgettingmarriedonSaturday



andthenyoudropthisbombshellon

me?(sighed)Ican'tdealwiththis

now.…ican't...Canwetalkafterthe

wedding?

Amantle:Aren'tyougoingtotellher?

Ken:(snapped)No,I'mnotgonnatell

herandnooneistellinghereitheris

thatclear?

Amantle:(rolledhereyesandleaned

backliftingherhands)Don'tbitemy

headoff!I'mjustsaying,theysay

marriagefoundedonliesalwaysend

indivorce

Ken:Iamnotlosingawomanilove

becauseyoucan'tthinkstraight,I'm



notspoilingmyweddingdaywith

nonsense.I'mgettingmarriedon

Saturdayanythingelsewillhaveto

wait

Therewasanotherawkwardsilence...

Amantle:Okay...Iunderstand,it's

okay...Obviouslyyoualsoneedtime

toletitsinkanddigestitintoyour

systembeforeyoucanshareitwith

therestofthefamilyandthat

girlfriendofyours.

Ken:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Amantle:IworkedinMafikengfora



coupleofyearsanddecidedtocome

home,foundajobinGabsCityand

nowI'mhere.IarrivedinMauna

coupleofweeksago

Ken:Areyouworking?

Amantle:I'mgoingtojointhefamily

business,I'mstartingnextweek

Tuesday.

Ken:Whichone?

Amantle:(chuckledraisingher

eyebrows)Definitelynotconstruction,

mydadcancontinuehatingmefor

that.I'mjoiningmymotheratthe

organisation.

Ken:Yourmotherhasanorganisation?



Amantle:Yeahshehasbeenrunning

itforacoupleofyearsnow,it'sa

charityorganisationthathelpsstreet

kidsandchildrenfromvulnerable

families,kidswithallkindsofissues.

Ken:Starkids?

Amantle:(smiled)Yeah,doyouknow

it?

Ken:(leanedbackwardscoveringhis

faceandsighedopeningthedoor)

Ookay...Ihavetogo..

Amantle:(grabbedhisbicep)Wait....

Canihugyou?It'sbeenyearssince

wesaweachother

Ken:I'mnothuggingyou



Amantle:Areyouafraiditwilltrigger

something?

Ken:You'refullofyourself

Amantle:(grabbedhisfacewithboth

handsandpulledhimover)Just

comehere

Shekissedhimandslowlymoved

backlookinginhiseyesashe

swallowedrecoveringfromherkiss

thenheopenedthedoorand

slammeditwalkingaway.Sherolled

downthewindowandsmiled

naughtilybittingherlowerlip...



Amantle:Ican'tbelieveyou'rerunning

away

Ken:(turnedaround)Youneedto

growup,You'restillabrat

Heclosedthegateandwalkedback

insidethenshedroveoff......

***

BehindthehouseKen'scousinstook

offthedirtyclothesandwashedtheir

handsinthebucketthenhe

approached...



Ken:Guysnnakeagorobala,go

shap

Therewasashortsilenceasthey

lookedathim,theydidn'tknowwhat

tomakeofhissuddenmoodswing

butthenAmantlealwayshadthat

effectonhim...

Rets:Wait..

HehurriedoverasKenturned...



Rets:Areyouokay?

Ken:Yeah,I'mfine.I'mjustalittle

tired.

Rets:Whatdoesshewant?

Ken:It'salongstory,idon'twantto

talkaboutit.Ijustwanttofocuson

thewedding.

Rets:Okay,goodidea

Theothercousinwalkedover...

Him:Iseverythingokay?

Rets:(pathimandwalkedaway)Let

megrabadrink



RetsilewalkedawayasKenandother

cousinwalkedinside...

Him:Areyouokay?

Ken:SamI'mfine,whyareyouguys

actingallweirdnow?

Sam:Maybebecausewewerefine

havingdrinksbeforeAmantle

showedupandnowyouwantto

sleepatthistime.

Ken:I'mfine,ijustneedtimetolisten

tomyself.

Sam:Okay,goodnight..



Ken:yeah

Hegotinthebathroomandtooka

bath....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

ThenextmorningAatilewalkedinthe

hospitalpickingacall...

Aatile:Hello?

Maya:Goodmorning

Aatile:Yes?



Maya:Canimeetyouduringlunch

time?

Aatile:Whatisthisabout?Ifyouneed

anythingletyourmotherknow,igave

herenoughmoney.

Maya:Noitsnotthat.Itsaboutme

andyou,pleasedon'tsayno.

Aatile:OK,where?

Maya:HowaboutWimpy?

Aatile:Ok,Wimpyat1

Maya:thankyou,bye

Hehungupandwalkedinthe

hospital....



AtMaunpolicestation....

Aronawalkedoutofthegatetalking

tothephone..

Arona:Ican'tseeyou...Ohiseeyou,

keCorolla?

Voice:yes,icanseeyou...

Aronahungupandsmiledhugging

theladythenshereachedinthecar

andhandedhimaslimstylishsuit.



Arona:Thanks,wowitactuallylooks

betterthanonFacebook.Thankyou

somuch

Lady:you'rewelcome

Aronacountedthenotesandhanded

herthentheypartedwaysashe

walkedtowardshiscarwhereheput

theminthecarandcalledbae...

Lefoko:Hey

Arona:Ijustgotthesuit,itssocute.I

can'twaitforthereceptiondinner.

Therrawenatayawena



Lefoko:(laughed)Babecomeon,you

knowwecan'tjustshowupinpublic

likethat

Arona:Whynot?Noonewillsuspect

anythingitsnotlikeiputonlipstick

andwalkaroundinheelslikeI'm

crazy,wearejustbuddiesatthe

wedding.

Lefoko:Thisgirlfriendofyourswill

probablytellherfriends

Arona:Dididoesn'thavefriends.

Pleeeease

Lefoko:Yeah,alright.Wewillgo

togetherbutonlyforanhourorso

notanythinglonger



Arona:Goodenoughforme.Ilove

you

Lefoko:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungupandlockedthecarthen

hewalkedbacktotheoffice....

AtLetsholathebehospital...

Aatile'sphonerangashetyped

somethingonthecomputerthenhe

pausedandanswered...

Aatile:Hello?



Sedi:Hi

Aatile:(smiled)Hey...Thanksfor

calling.Howareyou?

Sedi:Canwemeetandtalk?Thereis

somethingihavetotellyou.

Aatile:Surewhereandwhattime?

Sedi:Idon'tknowI'mjusthome

Aatile:I'llpickyouupduring

lunchtime,isthatgood?

Sedi:Iguess,bye

Aatile:Bye

Hehungupandsighedleaningback

withasmile.....



AtSedi'sHome...

LaterduringlunchAatileparkedthe

carandleanedbackwaitingforher,

minuteslatershewalkedoverand

gotinthenhedroveoff...

Aatile:Hey

Sedi:Hi

Aatile:What'sup?

Sedi:I'mpregnant...

Aatile:Ok,haveyouregistered.

Sedi:No,iwanttoterminate.Gatwe



pillskeP1000,sofarihaveP600i

need4

Aatile:Soyouwantmetohelpyou

abortmykid?

Sedi:Wedidn'tplanitandidon'twant

tosufferwithababy.

Aatile:Sufferhow?Kelebegajaaka

monnayookalathangngwana?

What'syourexcusenowthatI'meven

divorced?

Sedi:Idon'tthinkrelationshipsthat

aregluedbyababyaregood

Aatile:Howso?Becausethelasttime

icheckedweweredatingandyouran

offbecauseapparentlyyoudidn't



knowI'mabigdisciplinarian.My

daughterdisrespectsyou,hitsyou

andcallsyounamesthenwheni

reactyougetscared.Iknowyou're

notaparentbutthat'swhathappens

whenkidsmisbehave.

Sedi:I'vehadtimetothinkandcalm

down,iunderstandthatpartbutI'm

justsayingthatwehaven'tbeen

togetherlongenoughformetoknow

ifyoulovemeornot.

Aatile:Theonlywaytofindoutisto

letmeshowyouhowmuchIloveyou.

Don'tkillmybaby,nnakanakebatile

banyanababasenyangdimpa



Sedi:(laughed)Ammenkasenyao

ganne?

Aatile:Okgonagonsurpriseraker

Sedi:Iwon'tabortitifyoudon'twant

andifyoupromisemeitwon'tstrain

mybudgets

Aatile:Itwon't,I'mdebtfreeand

divorced.I'mallyoursjustasagreed..

Sedi:Okay...

Aatile:(checkedthetime)Iwantto

checksomethinginWimpy,itwon't

takelong

Sedi:Ok



Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontof

Liquoramaandsteppedoutleaving

Sediinthecarthenhepushedthe

doorastheairconditionercooled

himdown.Hesmiledatthewaitress

bythecounterandheadedtothe

backwhereMayawassittingsittinga

milkshakeandpressingherphone.

Hesatdownandleanedbackputting

hishandstogetherthenMayaquickly

putherphoneawayandfacedher

father...

Aatile:Hello



Maya:Hi...

Sheswallowedthoughtfully,the

speechshehadrehearsedhad

slippedoutofhermindandthe

disappointedlookonherfather'sface

madeheruncomfortable....

Maya:Iwantedtoapologiseforwhat

ididthemorningifoundavisitorin

yourroom.Iletmyfearsofasplit

familytakecontrolofmeandI

misdirectedmyanger.Ishouldn't

haveinvolvedmyselfinthefights

betweenyouandmama.Shetoldme



whathappenedanfI'mdisappointed

thatunlikethefirsttimeithappened

thistimeididn'tsupportyou.Iwasn't

theretohugyoulikebeforeandit

musthavebrokenyourheart.I'm

sorry,iwantmyfatherback,idon't

wantyouhiringcleanerswhenI'm

here.Iwanttodoyourlaundryeach

weekendbecauseyoudeservethat.I

wanttodishforyoueveryday

becauseyoudeserveagoodmealfor

raisingchildren.Ilovecookingand

maybeonedayI'llbeachefinoneof

thebighotelsormaybeI'llhavea

businessbutI'llalwayswantyouto

bemybiggestsupporterandclient.I



wishicouldapologisetoyourfriend

too,letherknowthatI'msorry.

Aatile:Thankyouforapologising,it

meansalottome.I'mnotgoingto

apologiseforwhippingyoubecause

youdeservedeverybeating...

Maya:(laughed)Iknow,idon'texpect

anapologyfromyou.

Aatile:(smiledandtookherhand

lookinginhereyes)Butishould

apologisefordisrespectingour

familyhome.Thathousewasforthe

wholefamilyandIshouldn'thave

broughtwomenthere.Regardlessof

whatwashappeningbetweenyour



motherandiyouasthechildrenwere

notsupposedtoseesuchdirty

behaviourfromme.I'msorry

Maya:(smiled)It'sokay...

Hekissedherhandsasawaitress

bentoverputtingtheirplatesdown...

Aatile:(toher)Um...I'msorryiwon't

behereforlongdoyoumindputting

theminatakeaway?

Waitress:(smiled)I'lldothat

Aatile:Thanks,andbringthecheck

Waitress:Okay..



Shewalkedawayastheychattedand

laterwalkedbackwitheverything,

Aatilepaidandtheywalked

out..Mayagrabbedaballoonbythe

standbeforerunningbehindhimas

heturnedsurprised....

Aatile:Areyouserious?

Maya:(laughedembarrassed)Dad

it'sforJunior,comeon

Aatile:Thenwhyisitpink?

Maya:Juniorappreciatesallcolours

Aatile:Sad....Reallysad....



UnawareMayawalkedalltheway

aroundthecarandopenedthefront

seatlaughingthenshepaused

lookingatSedi...

Maya:Sorry

Sedi:It'sokay..(removedthebelt)I'll

gotothe+

Maya:(blockedher)No,it'sokay.I'll

sitintheback...

ShegotinthebackthenAatile

reversedthecaranddrovetowards



oldmall....

Maya:SediI'msorryforharassing

youthattime,I'mreallysorry.

Sedi:It'sokay,iunderstandwhatyou

weregoingthrough.

Maya:Thankyou..

Aatile:Sheispregnant

Maya:Shit!ImeamJesus...I'msorry

forcursing..Ididn'tmeanyoudador

herzitjustcameoutIdon'teven

knowwhereitwasgoing,its

Theybothlaughedasshestammered



tryingtofindwaystojustifyher"shit"

Aatile:It'sokay,iunderstand...

Maya:(laughed)Iwon'tsayitagain...

Congratulations

Sedi:Thankyou

Maya:Soareyougoingtobelikeour

stepmother?It'ssoawkward

becauseifeellikeyou'remyage

mate,howoldareyou?

Aatile:Brikagomehoo

Maya:ButI'mgenuinelycurious

Sedi:I'mwayolderthanyou,I'mjust

short.



Maya:Okaydoyouwork

Sedi:Igotoschool

Maya:(smiled)JuniororSenior?

Sedi:(laughed)Nowyou'repullingmy

leg,stopit

Maya:(laughed)HonestlyI'mhappy

foryou,andmyself...Ifounda

playbuddywewillplaytogetherwhen

daddyisn'thome.You'llbetheadult

whenhecomeshome.

Aatile:(laughed)whereismybelt

Maya:(laughed)Sorry..Areyou

comingtothewedding?

Aatile:Uhno...idon'tthinkso



Maya:OK

Sedi:Wehaveaweddingatchurch

thisweekendandwearesupposedto

attendandhelpoutwithushering.

Aatile:UhwaiiDidiisn'tthechurch

typegakeboneeleene

Sedi:youshouldcomewith,I'lljust

helpoutforfor30minutesandleave.

Aatile:Ok...

Heturnedintothemall....

AttheDaniel's....



Otlhesmiledwalkingbehindthe

houseandloweredhervoice...

Otlhe:Soareyoucomingtothe

wedding?

Amantle:Idon'tthinkso,togake

tsenwakestressnyana

Otlhe:Aethemmatayangplease,I'll

reserveasitforyoukofrontrow.

Amantle:(laughed)Fine,I'llhaveto

orderanoutfitandhopeitarrives

beforeSaturday.

Otlhe:Thanks...Themmamphire

wena



Amantle:Aren'tyouworking?I

thoughtwaabereka.

Otlhe:YesbutuhIworkinashop,i

heardyoumentioningyourmotheris

handingovertoyousoyoucanrun

theorganisation.

Amantle:Emailmeyourresumesoi

canseewheretoplaceyoubutit

won'tbesoonerbecauseifirsthave

toadjustandseewhoidon'tneed

there.

Otlhe:Noproblem.

Amantle:Alright,letmefinda

suitabledress.

Otlhe:Alright



Shehungupandwalkedback

inside....

AttheRiverfrontResortGolfcourse...

OnSaturdaymorningapleasant

breezerustledcoolingfamilyand

friendsastheytooktheirseatson

eithersideofthewalkleadingtothe

floweredgazebo.

Thegolfcoursewasbrightgreen

complimentedbywellarrangedpure



whitechairs,balloonsandstreamers

flutteredaroundtherailingand

banisterswithflowersofamixtureof

red,lime,andwhite.

OtlhespottedAmantleapproaching

inherelegantdressthatturned

headsofadmiration,shesmiledand

hurriedoverwheretheyexchanged

hugsandkisses...

Amantle:Hey

Otlhe:Hi..ThisisdefinitelyJanice,hi

Jan

Jan:(smiled)Hi..



Otlhe:Yourseatsareoverthere,let's

go....

Onceeveryonehadtakentheirseata

smartlydressedyoungmanfromthe

groom'sfamilywalkeddownthered

carpetwithaguitarandsatonlifted

chairthenhefixedthemicstand

adjustingittohisheightashesat

there.

Amantle:(whimpered)It'saboring

wedding,galenathatthing.It'sasif

someonedied.

Otlhe:(laughed)Iknow..



Thegroomandhisbestmanwalked

downtheredcarpetandtooktheir

place,Kenworeablack,single-

breasted,satintuxedowithawhite-

wingcollarshirtwhilehiscousin

woreaplainblacktuxedo.They

lookedhandsomewithcleancutsas

theywhisperedsomethingtoone

anotherandflushedhandsome

smilesasBlessingjoinedthem

lookingangelic...

Therewassilenceasthepastortook

hispositionholdingtheHollyBible



andnoddedgreetingeveryone,the

guitarmanplayedEdSheeran's

Perfectandfixedthemiconelast

time...

Everyoneturnedaroundasflower

girlswalkeddowntheredcarpet

droppingthepaddlesandtooktheir

seats.

Amantlesighedleaningbackand

tookoutherfan,assoonasshe

spreaditKenturnedandalmost

droppedhisjawslookingather....



AttheDressingroom....

Meanwhilethebeauticianpuffedmy

faceonemoretimeasAriannapulled

myarmup...

Arianna:Thereisnotime...

Auntie:Canwepleasego...

Myphonevibratedonthetableandi

reachedforitasshetookoffthe

protectiveclotharoundmyneck,i

clickedonthemessage...



Unknownnumber:Ken'sdaughter

andmother

Apicturepoppedandiclickedonit

thenmyauntsnatchedmyphoneand

helpedmeup.

Auntie:Let'sgo,youruncleis

waiting...

Themotherwasbeautifulialmost

didn'tbelieveitwasrealbutthelittle

girlhadZane'slookandsomuchof

Ken.Iwasn'tsurewhattodoandi

didn'twanttobedramatic...



Myuncletookmyarmandledme

downtheredcarpetaseveryone

staredwithsmilesrecordingwith

theirphones.Icouldn'tunderstand

whyKenwouldkeepsomethinglike

thatfrommeforsomanyyears.

Thelittleexcitementihadvanished

thewholeceremonybecameabore

forme,partofmewantedtoturn

backbutthatwouldbetoodramatic

likeascenefromthemoviesand

everyonerecordingwouldmakemea

jokeonFacebook.



Beforeiknewitmyuncleputmy

handonKen'shands,theybumped

shouldersandmyuncletookaseat.

Tearsfilledmyeyesbutiwasn't

goingtocrythoughiwasn'tsurei

wasmakingtherightdecision

anymore.Kensqueezedmyhands

andmovedcloserasiraisedmyhead

tearfullylookinginhiseyes.

Me:(loweredmyvoice)Youhavea

daughter?

Ken:(leanedoverwhispering)Ididn't



know,pleasedon'treact.Ipromise

youI'llmakeyouunderstand

everythingonceallthisisdone.Look

atallthesepeoplelookingatus,I'm

beggingyoudon'tcry.Youknowi

loveyouandI'dnevercheatonyou.

Wearealreadymarried,let'smakeit

official.Youcan'tletpeopleruinour

day.

Pastor:Iseverythingokay?

Hesteppedbackandclearedhis

throatwithalittlesmileassuringthe

pastorthenirubbedmytearsand

tookadeepbreath.



Pastor:Dearlybeloved,weare

gatheredheretodaytodaytowitness

theunionofthismanandwomanin

theHolymatrimony....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AttheGolfcourse......

Kenlookedmeintheeyesholding

bothofmyhandsandtookadeep

breath...

Ken:Whenimetyouontheroofof

Letsholathebeididn'tknowthat

todayI'dbemarryingyou,I'dbelying

ifisaiditwasloveatfirstsightbut

themoretimeispentwithyouthe

moreifellinlovewithyou.Todayi

wanttopromiseyoubeforeGodand



everyoneherethatIwillloveyouand

respectyou,iwillhonouryouand

spenttherestofmylifewithyou.I

knowthatyouhadadreamaboutthis

daybutsomeonedecidedtoputa

shadowofdoubtaboutmylovefor

youbutIwantyoutoknowthatIlove

youandnothingisevergoingto

changethat.Daysagomyexshowed

upandtoldmethatI'mthefatherof

herchild,theexitoldyouaboutwhen

wemet.Theexthatleftmeformy

friendbecauseIwasn'tworkingat

thetimeandmyfrienddid.Afterall

theseyearsshedecidestotellme

thisdaysbeforemyweddingday.I



refusedtoletthatruinourdaybut

somehowitgottoyou.Ifanyoneis

goingtobreakusaparttheywill

confuseyounotme.Ifihavea

daughteryouandiwillworktogether

andsupportherbecauseitchanges

nothing.Iamsogladit'sagrownup

girlifatallit'smine,thatwaythings

won'tgetawkwardforyouandme.

I'msorrythatididn'ttellyouthis

immediatelybutiwasscaredyou'd

doubtmyloveforyouandstopthis.I

stilldon'tknowwhoinvitedhertothe

weddingandevengaveherthefront

seatbutalliknowisthoupreparesta

tablebeforemeinthepresenceof



myenemies:thouanointestmyhead

withoil;mycuprunnethover.Surely

goodnessandmercyshallfollowour

marriageallthedaysofourlives.

Everyoneclappedhandsassome

ululatedfromtheback,Amantle's

facialexpressionchangedaspeople

lookedatoneanotherwonderingwho

theshamelesswomanwasthenthey

begunwhisperingtoanother,Lolo

andBaonewhisperedandsmiled

pointingather...

Pastor:Didintlepleasetakethishand



andtakeyourvowsputtingaringon

hisfinger....

Zanehandedmetheringholder

cushionandtookitoutrubbingmy

tearsasisniffledandrubbedmy

eyes.Ihonestlydidn'texpecthimto

saythatinfrontofeveryoneandany

littledoubtIhadvarnishedasitook

hishandandlookedinhiseyes...

Peoplemummerdandweturned

aroundlookingasAmantlewalked

awayholdingherdaughter,atfirsti

didn'tnoticewhatthenoisewasall



aboutuntilIlookedatherlegs.She

couldn'tquitebalanceherheelsand

shekeptfallingoneachsideasthe

heelkeptdippingintothegrass.She

almostfellbutsupportedherselfwith

herdaughterthenshetookthemoff

andwalkedbarefootaseveryone

laughed...

Pastor:(smiledholdinginhis

laugher)Mayweproceedplease...

TherewassilenceasislidKen'sring...

Me:Yougavemeasecondchancein



lifeandimeanitliterallybecausethe

firsttimeIsawyouIhaddecidedto

killmyselfbutyoucaughtmeand

restoredme,youtookcareofmeand

taughtmeathingortwoaboutlove

andfaithfulness.Todayigivemyself

toyouasyourwife,Ipromiseto

respectyouandloveyouaccordingly.

Pastor:Withthatbeingsaid,bythe

powervestedinmeinowpronounce

youhusbandandwife.Godblessyou,

youmaykissthebride...

Kenlookedathisfatherandthey



smilethenhestoodupandtheyfist

bumpedaseveryonelaughed.He

steppedbackandfixedhistuxedo

smiling...Hisnaughtysmilesmade

meblushandeveryone'slaugherjust

madethewholethingfunny.

Hetookadeepbreathandrubbedhis

handstogetherthenheslowlylifted

theveilandsoftlykissedmeasthe

crowedawwwedandclapped.We

turnedaroundandwavedourringsas

everyonecheered...

Pastor:Ladiesandgentlemen,mayI



representtoyouMrandMrsDaniel....

Therewasmorecheerastherowsof

carsglitteringinthesunwith

balloonslinedupattheparking.A

stretchedLincolnreversedaswe

walkedtothepavementfollowedby

asingingcrowd,dancing,ululating

andwhistling....

Crowd:(singing)Resetsere

segonyana,sametsisegonyana...Ra

resaametsisegonyana,sametsi

weee

Base:Sameeetsi!



Crowd:(singing)Resetsere

segonyana,sametsisegonyana...Ra

resaametsisegonyana,sametsi

weee

Base:Sameetsi

Thecrowedblockedourway

stoppingusfromgettinginthecaras

theybentsingingevenlouderwhile

KenheldmyhandandBlessing

carryingmylongveilattheback.....

Crowd:(singing)Hamatsalagoabua

okhutseoretuu,Didiweeomamele

molao,Didiwee...Hamatsalagoa



buaokhutseoretuu,Didiweeo

mamelemolao,Didiwee...

Ladiesululatedandwavedtheir

distinctiveshawlsmakingwayforus

togetinthecar.Ithadadeckedout

inribbons,balloonsonthelightsand

twistedcoilsofstreamerswitha

"JustMarried'paintedacrossthe

darkrearwindow..…..

Wewavedateveryoneonelasttime

andgotinthecarwhileothercars

linedupreadytofollowusforthe

photoshoot,thedriversmiledand



rolledupthewindowsdrivingoutas

weturnedlookingatalongqueueof

carsfollowingus...

Everythingseemedtobegoingso

fastandbeforeiknewitwerehaving

lunchintheresortconferenceroom

wherethecateringcompanyhad

preparedtheeverybestmealsforour

guests..…

AtAmantle'sHouse....

Amantlewalkeddownthestairsin

hersilkpinkgowntalkingtothe



phonewithabandageonherankle

assheslightlylimped..

Amantle:(boiling)Noway...Kencan

notembarrassmelikethatinfrontof

everyone,andthoselowliveshadthe

audacitytolaughatmekalenyalola

bathobale10nkarebabyshower.

Kenissofullofhimself,hecan

forgetmydaughterforallicare.

Friend:Butthenhebrokeashell,why

doyoucare?Hehasalwaysbeen

brokeanyways.

Amantle:Iwasjusttryingtogivehim

achancetostepuplegoneit'snot



likeiintendedtobreakhislittle

wedding,didyouseehiswife?So

shortandlittlegothaeladikotanyana

leJanwamoheta.ImeankooreKen

okakokakangwanyanayoomaswe

jaana.

Friend:Sendmeherpictureskebone

Amatle:Ihaveneverseensucha

boringandquickweddinginmylife.

ThatwaslowevenforKen,they

shouldhaveaskedmetodonate

themsomethingsotheycanhavea

properwedding,thatwas

embarrassingiwouldn'twishiteven

onmyworstenemy.Molethemma

keenesolankakeleMmaDaniel



Friend:(laughed)Pleasesendthe

pictures

Amantle:UhKenthemmaaska

mporisaMaunelegonekegorogang.

Friend:Tisanepemmannaretshege!

Amantle:Hislittlesisterhasbeen

sendingthem,I'llforwardtoyou.

Friend:Okay,bye

Shehungupandgrabbedtheremote

adjustingtheairconditionerthenshe

headedtothekitchenwalking

barefootonherspotlesstile...



Attheresort....

LaterduringlunchLolosteppedout

togobreastfeedthebabyand

pausedlookingatAatileashepulled

overandKissedSedithenhedrove

offwithoutseeingher.

Lololookedatherbabyand

swallowedtearfullythenshewalked

towardsthecarasSediwalkedpast

her...

Sedi:Hello



Shejustignoredherandgotinthe

carthenSediwalkedbackandleaned

inthecar...

Sedi:Ahellowouldhavebeennice,

kamosotsogaoregakegobuise

Lolo:Whyshoulditalktoyou?Le

gonewhywouldicomplaintopeople

goregaompuise,nnakanao

irrelevantinmylifeSedilameo

tshwanahelaleyonephoneya

Sedilamegaosepehela.Keengke

yoneapologyyagaMayaeego

belangnenna?Itoldmygirlto



apologiseandbenicetoyouifshe

hasjusttokeepthepeacedon'tbe

tooexcited.

Sedi:NnyaammaIwasjustgreeting

you,youcouldhavesaidhi

Lolo:(angrily)Heelammalesago

mpateletsamadumeagago,didyour

traditionaldoctoraskyoutoget

greetingsfromme?Leavemealone.

Sediturnedaroundandwalkedin

thenLoloputthebabyonthecarseat

anddroveoffdialingMaya.

Maya:Hello?



Lolo:TakecareofJunior,I'mgoing

home.Ihaveaheadache

Maya:Okaybye

Shehungupupanddroveoff,ashort

driveawayshesloweddownlooking

atAatileparkingonthesideofthe

roadtalkingtosomeshyyounggirl.

Shesighedanddroveoff....

***

MeanwhileAatilesmiledhandedthe

girlhisphonethenshesavedher



numberandgaveitback...

Aatile:Getin,I'lldropyouoffatthe

mall

Shelookedaroundtoseeifanyone

couldseehergettinginagrown

man'scarandquicklygotinthen

Aatilejoinedtheroadclosingthe

windows...

Aatile:Howoldareyou?

Her:16

Aatile:AmmeIDeteng?



Her:Iturnedlastmonth,I'mstill

waitingtocollectit.

Aatile:Isee...

Heglancedatherdustyfeetinold

tornflip-flopsandtookoutP50....

Aatile:(handedher)Getyourself

shoes

Her:Thankyou

Aatile:Boyfriendyagagoekae?

Her:(shyly)Rra?

Aatile:Boyfriendyagagoekae?

Her:Gakenaene,keenglempotsa?



Aatile:Nnyaakeabotsabecausei

wanttobeyourboyfriend.Waa

minder?

Her:Idon'tknow

Hereachedforherlittlethighand

gentlycaresseditgoingupher

pantiesasshequietlyremainedstill...

Aatile:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon't

know?Iloveyou,don'tyouloveme?

Her:Iguessiloveyou

Hegotherhandandputitonhis



bonerteachingherhowtocaressas

sheuncomfortablylookedaway...

Aatile:(smiled)areyouscaredto

lookatit?

Her:Ee

Helethergoandheldthesteering

wheel....

Aatile:MynameisDanwhat'syour

name?

Her:Kamo...

Aatile:Nice...



Hesloweddownatthetrafficlights...

AttheDaniel'shouse....

LaterthatafternoonIslowlysat

downholdingaveiltomyfaceasmy

familymembersgreetedthe

Daniel's....

Auntie:Retajaanarerumilwekerre

Bonanggoreretisengwetsi,mmeo

rilengwanawagagweomonnyea

rutiweditirotsamolwapeng.



Shewentonandondelivering

messagesfromeachmemberofthe

familyastheDaniel'slistened

carefully.AtthispointIcouldn'tsee

howmanypeopleweretheresince

myfacewascoveredbyicouldtell

therewasalot...

UncleDaniel:Eemma,ngwetsiree

bonye.BolelelarreBonanggorenyalo

eitsiwekemodimo.

Auntie:Rekopatsela

UncleDaniel:Tselatshweu...



Iheardtheirfootstepsdisappearing

untiltherewasnomovement,men

whisperedandleft.

***

Wewaitedforalmostanhourforthe

elderstocounselKentheniheard

theirfootsteps.

Uncle:Kenyouaskedustobringyou

awife,theresheisshowusifwegot

therightone...



Hesquattedbeforemeandslowly

tookoffmyveilthenheleanedover

andkissedmeasthewholefamily

andfriendsululated,ididn'trealise

justhowmanypeoplewerethere

untilIlookedandfeltsoembarrassed

tobekissedinfrontofthestrangers

especiallyelders....

Uncle:(smilednaughtily)Yourauntie

isstillfixingyourbed,fromhere

you'retakingherinsideandmaking

usproudwhilewewait,wewantto

seeyoutwosmilinglikemonkeys

whenyoustepout..Ourjobisdone

withyou.



Ken:(laughed)Uhmalome

Daniel:(laughed)Keyoootshaba

mosadiditoga,monnatheakoskare

thabisadithong

Everyonelaughedashesatnextto

meandkissedmycheekholdingmy

hand,thingscouldn'thavebeenany

weirder....

Laterthateveninghisauntiestepped

outandhelpedmeupthenifollowed

hertotheroomwhereshehadfixed

ourbedwiththenewsheetsand

pillows...



Auntie:Takeoffyourclothesandgo

bath...

Itookabathandlaterwentbackto

thebedroomwhereIsatontheedge

ofthebedapplyinglotionanf

admiringmyring.

Kenwalkedinandclosedthedoor

thenheunbuttonedhisshirtand

leanedoverkissingme.Ithoughtit

wouldbeshortbutheactuallygot

arousedandlaidmedowngetting

betweenmylegsandkissingmy



neck,itiltedmyheadandreluctantly

pulledhimoff..

Me:(whispering)Whatareyoudoing?

Ken:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'mnothavingsexbagoloba

kotamemolwapeng

Ken:You'resupposedto

Me:Theywerejoking

Ken:Theyweren't

Me:(imovedthecurtainslooking

outsideastheychatteddrinkingtea)

Noway,wecanjustlaydownand

watchtheweddingpicturesuntil



everyonegoestobed.Ifthiswas

reallygoingtohappenmyparents

wouldhavetoldmegakelaiwamme

gabaabuasepe,you'retakingtheir

jokesliterally.

Ken:BabeiknowwhatI'mtalking

about,it'snotajoke...workwithme..

Please

Hekissedmesoftlyandpulledout

mypantiesandallIcouldhearwas

elderstalkingoutsidethenigotup...

Me:Kenno,they'regoingtohearus

andiknowtheywerejokingbecause



banebabuabasmilerbabangweba

tshega.

Ken:Seriouslycanyounotdothis,

aren'tyouhappywefinallydidthis?

Besidesthey'renotlistening...

Me:I'mhappybutnotwithyour

parentsoutside

Ken:(sighedandstood)Great,I'm

goingtogetsomeair...(lookingat

me)andI'mleavingthroughthe

backdoorbecauseiwouldn'twant

anyonethinkingI'mweak...

Goodnight...

Heclosedthedoorandleftasi



sighedsittingthere..….

RemembertoLike,goodnight!

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

[9/3,11:57PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴82



AttheDaniel'shouse....

Kenswitchedoffthebacklightand

walkedouttowardsthescreenwall

wherehekickeddownawaterdrum

andsatonittakingouthisphone...

Ken:Mywifewasverybeautifultoday,

I'dneverseenherlookingsopretty.

HersmilewasamazingandIlove

howshekepthercooldespitethe

challengeswefaced.Ithought

weddingswerefunandsmileslittle

didiknow,itwastoughbutwemade



it.Iloveyou

Hesentthemessagebuttherewas

noreply,heleanedbackagainstthe

wallgettingalittleboredandlistened

tothemusicthenhetypedanother

message.

Ken:Letmeknowifneedme,I'm

sittingoutside.

Hewaitedforareplyashisfather

walkedbehindthehouseforasmoke,

hesawKenandwalkedovertohim.



Him:Ididn'tthinktherewasanyone

here...

Hetookthelastpuffandstompedon

thecigarettebuttbeforesittingnext

tohissonthenheproudlypathimon

theshoulderastheybothsmiled...

Him:I'mproudofyou

Ken:Thanks

Him:Shouldn'tyoubeinbedrelaxing

withyourwife?Youhadalongday,

I'msureyou'reexhausted.



Ken:Yeah..Shewasalittlemoody,

shedidn'tfeellikeit.

Him:Moody?

Ken:Ithinksheispregnantsoididn't

wanttoarguewithher.

Him:Pregnancymoodswingsarethe

worst,ihopeyoudon'tgettempted

tocheat.

Ken:(laughed)No,I'mnotthattype

Him:Whenarewegoingtotalkabout

Amantle?

Ken:Idon'twanttotalkabout

anythinguntilIhavedoneaDNAtest

Him:Isawthelittlegirl,sheisyours



andIsn'tDNAtestingitexpensive?

Ken:It'snotexpensivejustthat

peopleassumeit'sexpensive.It

doesn'teventakelongandit'snota

longprocess.ItestedZaneonmy

ownwithouttellingDidi.Idon'twant

togoaroundsayingihaveadaughter

whenthereisapossibilitythatit'snot

mine.

Him:That'sagoodideathen...Go

backinsideandspendtimewithDidi,

thisarrangementdoesn'tsitwellwith

me.Youtwojustgotmarried,you

shouldn'tbeseparated,youshouldbe

gigglingandfoolingaround.



Ken:(laughedandstood)Ijust

neededair...Goodnight

Him:Goodnight.

Hewalkedashortdistancethenhe

turnedaroundlookingathisfather..

Ken:Ismarriagesexboring?

Him:(laughed)Well....Itdependson

yourwife'sperceptionandhowyou

respondtoit.Whyareyouasking?

Ken:just....

Heturnedaroundandwalked



inside.....

Inourroom.....

LaterthateveningiwokeuptoKen's

softtouchonmycoldarm,ihadlong

dozedoffonthebedandhegently

puthisarmsbeneathandliftedme

upasiputmyarmsaroundhisneck

yawningthenhepulledthesheets

andlaymedown...

Ken:Exhausted?

Me:Yeah



Hetookoffhisclothesandjoinedme

layingbehindmewithhisarmaround

me......

Ken:Areyoupregnant?

Me:Whyareyouasking?

Ken:Just,youbeenmoodylately...

Me:2months

Ken:Wowwehavealongwaytogo

Me:I'msorryaboutearlier,iwasn't

comfortablebecausepeoplewere

stilluphavingteaoutsidebutnowwe

candoit.It'squitoutsidepeople



wenttobed.

Ken:Don'tworryaboutit...Ifyou're

notcomfortabledoingitinmy

parent'shouseit'sokay.Thereisthe

honeymoon...

Me:Butthat'sinafewweeks.

Ken:Iknow,I'llbefine.Don'tworry

aboutit.You'repregnantsoyouwon't

beuptoeverythingandI'mtotally

finewiththat.Iwasn'ttherethrough

Zane'spregnancybutI'mherenowi

mightaswellexperiencewhyit'slike

beingpregnant.

Me:Ok...



Thenightdidn'tgoaswehadhoped

forandtherewasthatsilenceof

boredom,ifeltguiltyaboutearlier

andwantedtomakeituptohimbut

hehadalreadylostinterest......

AtKamo'sHome....

LaterthatnightAatileparkedashort

distancefromherhomewhiletalking

toheronthephone....

Aatile:Yeah,icanseeayardwith2

hutsandatheotheroneyalethaka...



Kamo:I'mcoming.Whyareyou

hidingyournumber?

Aatile:Isit?Iwascallingsomeone

hidingmyIDearlier,imusthave

forgottentoremoveit.

Kamo:Ok,idon'thaveyour

Aatile:I'mwaitinginthecar,I'llfixthe

phone.

Kamo:Ok,bye

Hehungupandleanedbackwaiting,

minuteslaterKamogotinthecarand

closedthedoorthenheleanedover

andkissedher,itwasherfirstkiss

andhecouldtellfromthemovement



ofhertongueanduncertainty...

Aatile:Haveyoueversleptinaguest

housebefore?

Kamo:(smiled)No

Aatile:Doyouwantto?

Kamo:Ifyoubringmebackbefore

myfathergetsup,heiscrippledsoi

havetobetheretohelphim.

Aatile:Whereisyourmother?

Kamo:Shepassedaway..

Aatile:Alright....

Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoff.Part



ofhimwantedtofeelsorryforher

buthewasn'tplayingheroanymore,it

wasaboutwhatheneededandno

womanwasgoingtofoolhimwith

sadstoriesbecauseheknewonce

outofpovertythey'dbeviciousthan

alionitself....

Attheguesthouse....

Minuteslatertheywalkedinandhe

putthekeysonthetabletakingoff

hist-shirtastheyounggirlsatonthe

beduncomfortably.Shestaredatthe

TVhopinghewouldswitchitonso



shecouldwatch,thesewerethings

sheonlysawinthenextdoor

neighboursandsheknewshewasn't

goingtosleepthatnight.Shewas

goingtowatcheverymovieonthat

TV...

Aatilecheckedhistimeandsaton

thebed...

Aatile:Comesitonmylap...

Kamoslowlygotupandsatonhis

lapasheputhishandunderhertop

playingwithhertinytitsuntilthey



werehardthenheslidhishandinher

pantiesandplayedwithherbeanuntil

itwaserectthenheflippedherdown

takingouthisD...

Kamo:Dan?

Aatile:Yeah...

Kamo:Idon'twanttogetpregnant,

useacondom.

Aatile:I'llpulloutonceI'mclose,

don'tworry

Kamo:But...WhataboutSTDs

Aatile:AreyousayingihaveSTDor

youhaveSTDs?Whichisit?



Kamo:idon'thaveSTDsbutwhatif

you-

Aatile:idon'thaveSTDs

Kamo:Istillwantacondom

Aatile:Areyoureallyavirgin?The

wayyou'rearguingwithmegotme

thinkingmaybeyou'relyingabout

beingavirgin.

Kamo:(tearfully)Iamavirgin

Aatile:(annoyed)Thenwhyareyou

talkingback?Stopcrying...I'msorry,I

didn'tmeantoshout,I'msorry.

Herubbedhertearsandtookouthis



weaponassheblockedherfacewith

bothhands,herubbedonthewet

slipperycheeksand#removedher..

***

Herubbedhimselfwithatoweland

threwherthetowel,shewipedhis

juicedropsonhertummyandwiped

hervjaycomingoutwithtinybitsof

bloodstains.

Aatileputonhisclothesastheyoung

girlgotinbedstaringattheTV

hopingheswitchesitonbuthe



grabbedherclothesandthrewthem

onthebed...

Aatile:Putonyourclothes.Wehave

togo

Kamo:Wearenotsleepingoverand

watchingmovies?

Aatile:Ipaidforanhourandits

almosttimeup.Getup

Shequicklyputonherclothesand

quietlyfollowedhimtothecar....

AtKamo'sHouse...



Minuteslaterheparkedadistance

fromhomeandswitchedoffthe

lights.Kamostillcouldn'tkeepaneye

contactafterthesexasherstomach

rumbled...

Aatile:Didyoueatanything?

Kamo:Ionlyateatlunch,wedidn't

havesupperidranktea.

Aatile:I'llbuyyousomething

tomorrow

Kamo:(smiled)Thanks

Aatile:Goodnight



Shesteppedoutandwalkedback

homeashewatchedhersafely

gettinginthehousethenhedroveoff

deletinghernumber......

AttheDaniel's....

ThenextmorningKen'sphonewoke

usandhereachedforitwithhiseyes

closedashemovedcloserand

kissedmebeforepicking...

Ken:Hello?...Hey....Youcan'tsay



thatafterwhatyoudidyesterday...i

embarrassedyou?

Ikeptmyeyesclosedasheglanced

atmeandputonhisshortstalkingto

thephonethenhewalkedout....

Ken:No,you'renotgoingtomake

thiswholethingaboutyoubecause

it'snot.

Hegotinthetoiletandclosedthe

doorthenitiptoedoverandstoodby

thedoorlisteningwithapounding

hearthopingnoonecatchesme



eavesdropping....

Ken:No,listen....I'mnotfallingfor

that,yousaidsheisminesoweare

doingthetest.IfsheismineI'll

supporther-youdon'tneedmymoney?

(helistened)Andspendingtimewith

herincludeswhat?Youknowwhat

Amantleyou'restillthesamespoilt

bratyouwereyearsago.Whythe

fuckdoyoukeepsayingi

embarrassedyou?Youweren't

supposedtobethereinthefirst

place.Ididn'tinviteyoutothe

weddingandyoushouldn'thave

exposedthatlittlegirltosuchan



embarrassment.You'reluckysheis

notateenagerorshewouldhave

hatedyouforit.(helistened)Idon't...

Idon't...Don'tflatteryourselfnobody

lovesyou,that'swhyyou'resingleat

yourage.Yeahfuckyoutoo.

Heprobablyhunguponherasthere

wassilencetheniturnedaround

walkingawaybuthisrangagain....

Ken:Hello?(therewassilencefora

whilethenherespondedcalmly)

Don'tapologise....NoI'msorryfor

shoutingatyou...Lookweareboth



frustratedsoforgetit.....Whattime?

I'mcomingwithDidi...(laughed)

Don'tbelikethat...Ofcourseyou

didn'thaveababywithherbutsheis

partofme....(sighed)Okayfine,I'll

comealone....No,wecan'tleavefora

honeymoonrightwaybecauseshe

hastoupdateIDsandPassportsso

wethinkingmaybeinacoupleof

weeksunlessshedecideswego

localbecauseshebeenfeelingsick

lately.(laughed)Areyouseriously

askingmethat?I'mnotgoingto

answerthat.Bonagoshapnnale

wenarediscusserthatlittlegirlo

batagonkgolegaaker?(helaughed)



Alrightseeyoulater.

Iheardfootstepsinthelivingroom

andhurriedbacktomyroomwherei

pretendedtobeasleepasmyauntie

inlawknockedandwalkinginonmy

response...

Her:Goodmorning..

Me:Goodmorning

Her:Breakfastwillbereadysoon,I'm

goingtorunyouabath...

Me:Thankyou

Her:WhereisOfana?



Me:Ithinkthetoilet,ididn'thearhim

gettingup.

Her:Ok

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedout

thenKenwalkedin.Heputthephone

downandkissedmeonthecheek..

Ken:Morning

Me:Morning

Ken:I'mgoingtomeetAmantle,i

wantedyoutocomebutshesaidshe

doesn'tfeelcomfortablewithyou

thereandwouldliketodiscussthis



issuewithmesincewearetheonly

parents,ididn'twanttogobackand

fourthwithhersoiagreedbesidesI

don'twanttofrustrateyouwithher

nonsensesoI'llupdateyouwheni

getback.

Me:(sadly)Ok

Ken:AreyouOK?

Me:Justdon'tbetoocomfortable

withherbecauseI'mnotplanningto

haveabadpregnancy,Ialreadywent

throughthatwithZaneI'mnotgoing

tobestressedwiththisbabyaswell

andI'lldoanythinginmypowerto

protectwhat'smineincludingdoing



allkindsofwickedthings.

Ken:(laughedandkissedme)You

actuallysoundserious....AnywayI'm

notintoheranymore.Youhave

nothingtoworryaboutbutthereis

somethingIhavetotellyou.

Amantle'sparentsarethefounders

ofStarkidsandsheistakingover

fromhermothernextweekTuesdayi

think.

Me:What?

Ken:Yeah

Me:Doessheknowiworkthere?

Ken:Idoubt,ididn'tsayanything

whenshetoldmeaboutit.When



doesyourleaveelapse?

Me:Wednesday,doyouthinkshe

wouldfireme?

Ken:No,yousigneda3yearcontract,

thatwillbeabreachofthecontract

unlessyougenuinelydidsomething

wrongandhermotherisnasweet

lady,shewon'tletherbullyyou.

Me:Iguessyou'reright..

Ken:Let'sgoandbath,weagreedto

meetat8o'clock.

Hehelpedmeupandweheadedto

thebathroom....



AtAatile'sHouse....

Laterthatmorningtherewasaknock

onthedoorthenAatileopenedinhis

shorts...

Aatile:Hi

Sedi:Hi,ihavebeencallingyouall

nightandyoudidn'tanswer.

Aatile:Soyoujustshowup

unannounced?

Sedi:Ididn'tthinkyou'dmind,doyou

mind?



Aatile:Nobutnexttimeletmeknow,

youcan'tjustshowup.Myphone

wasonsilentbecauseineedsome

sleepketsenaonnightduty,ifIdon't

sleepnowiwon'tworkatnight.

Sedi:I'mconfusedsoshouldigo

backorwhat?

Aatile:Comein,kerayahelagore

nexttimedon'tjustshowup.

Shewalkedinandputherbagdown

thenheheadedtothebathroom,she

laidonthebedandquicklyfilledtried

tosearchhisphonebutitwaslocked.



AttheDaniel'sHome...

LaterthatafternoonKen'sfamilyand

imovedfromthehousetothetreeas

thedaygotwarmer,iwasstillonbig

dresses,adoekandtheshawlonmy

shouldersandiwasn'tallowedto

leavenordoanythingformyself.

Iwouldn'tsayiwasboredbutIwas

withpeopleIdidn'tknowandtheonly

personiknewhadleftsincemorning.

Forsomeonewhoalwayscalledto

checkinitwasstressful.Itried

callingagainandhedidn'tanswer



thenisentamessage.

Me:Ireallydon'tappreciateyou

leavingmewithyourfamilyknowing

verywellIdon'tknowthem,ibeen

sittingonthematsincemorningand

you'renowaytobefound.Ifthisis

howwearegoingtolivethenI'm

disappointed.Kootengoneo

thwaagaletseAmantleyowagago.

Isentitbuttherewasnoreply.There

wassomuchangerbuildingupinside

butIcouldn'tdoanythingaboutit

excepttowait...Igotupandwalked



insidethehouseclosingmyselfinthe

bathroomthenidialedLolo...

Lolo:Hello?

Me:(crying)...

Lolo:Didi?

Me:Kenisgone

Lolo:Where?

Me:KogoAmantleandI'mnoteven

allowedtoleavetheyard,koorei

havetowaituntilhedecidestocome

backofwhichIdon'tknowleng.

(crying)LoloI'mhurting,I'mscared...

Didyouseehowbeautifulsheis?He



didn'tevenleavehershedidandhe

triedtokillhimself.Ithinkimadea

mistake

Lolo:Youdon'tevenknowwhat's

holdinghim,whatifyou'recryingfor

nothingenealegosele?Don'tletthat

womanintimidateyou

Me:(crying)That'sjustthehalfofit,

sheisgoingtobemybossandI'm

pregnantLolo,whatifshefiresme?

Thenihavetowait10yearstofind

anotherjob.Isufferedterriblybefore

finallygettingthisjobandifiloseit

what'snext?

Lolo:AtleastKenwillsupportthe



baby

Me:Andbeahousewife?Doyou

knowthat80%offailedmarriages

mostlyinvolveshousewives?Mostof

thewomensufferingthrough

marriagesarestayathomesmom's

andidon'twanttobethatkindofa

wife.Monnaodiramakgakgahaosa

bereke...Ididn'tgotoschooltobea

housewife.

Lolo:Wellthingsneverturnoutthe

waywewant,gorayagoreolopele

tiroeekakehoommabosoobata

monnawagagobutyoushejust

calmdownbecauseyoudon'tknow

whereheis,Kenkeitseelemothowa



goletsacheckinginsohewillcall.

Hehasnevercheatedsoyoudon't

haveanexcuseforbeingsoafraidto

gethurt.

Me:Okay...(rubbedmytears)Thanks

Lolo:Yeah,bestrongmylove.Fight

foryourmarriage,nnakepaletswe...

Wecan'tbothfailbogolowenakgona.

Me:Nowiunderstandwhyyoudidn't

wanttodealwithAatilehavingachild

withanotherwoman,ihatethisbaby

mamathing.Ialreadyknowthedrill,

argumentseveryday.Igetangryhe

goesandspendsanightinherhouse

thenifightthebabymama,she



insultsmeiinsultherandthecircle

goesonuntiligethighblood

pressureanddie.Idon'twantthat.

Lolo:(sighed)Hagonathogoe

senangbobokoakere,thereisno

headwithoutabrain.....thinkand

thinkaboutprotectingyourterritory.

Whenyou'redoneknowthatlifeisall

aboutsurvivalofthefittest.Hushas

itiskelifemos.

Me:(thoughtfully)that'strue...

Lolo:I'llcallyoubackRaniscrying

Me:Bye

Ihungupandwalkedoutthe



bathroomrubbingmyeyesthenIsat

onthebedinourroom.Kenwalkedin

holdingaplasticofsparandleaned

overkissingme.

Ken:Heybabe

Me:Hi

IpickedafragranceI'dneverever

smeltbeforeashetookoffhisshirt

andputonat-shirt...

Me:Whathappened?Youleftat8

andnowit'slike6pm,youweren't



answeringmycallsorreplyingme

Ken:Iforgotmyphoneattheoffice

andispentthewholedaywondering

whereitwas.

Me:Butyoudidn'tevencalltoletme

knowyoucan'tfindyourphone,why

doyousmelldifferent?

Ken:ReallyDidi?Wow

Me:Don'tmakemethinkI'mcrazy

whenI'mnot,iknowwhatI'm

smellingandit'sawoman'sperfume

Igrabbedtheshirtandsmelledit,

nowiwassureitsmelledfeminine

andthrewitonhisface....



Me:Soyouwerealloverher?

Ken:(threwtheshirtaway)Don'tdo

that

Me:Kenwhereareyoucomingfrom?

Soyou'regoingtocheatsoearly?

Ken:Youneedtostoptalkingtome

likethat,don'traiseyourvoiceatme

especiallywithmyfamilyoutside

becauseI'llshutyoubeforeyousay

thenextword.I'mnotcheatingon

youandifyouhadn'tcheatedbefore

you'dbelieveme.

Me:(tearfully)Butamicrazy?Can

yousmellthisshirtandtellmeyou



don'tsmellit...(gaveittohim)Smell

it

Hethrewitonthebedandsatdown..

Ken:Wehugged,maybethat'showit

gotthere

Me:Anditstayedtherefrom8to

6pm?

Ken:Didiwhatdoyouwantmetosay

becausetomethat'stheonlylogical

explanation,gakeitselennawhymy

shirtsmellslikethatgapennagake

utwesepe.Youneedtounderstand

thatpregnancyhormoneshaveaway



ofmakingthesethingsworsethan

theyseem.(sighed)Lookbabeyou

haveyourfrustrationsandigotmine,

canwenotoverreacteachtimethere

aresuspicions?

Me:Soyoudidn'tdrivethecarfrom8

to6?Becauseifinbetweenthose

hoursgonalepointwhereyougotin

thecaryoucouldhaveseenmy

missedcallsandmessages.Meaning

whereveryouwere-

Ken:DidiI'mdoneexplainingmyself

toyou

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor



thenicoveredmyfacecrying.Ilaid

therehopinghe'dcomebackto

checkonmebuthegotbusywiththe

homechores.

Ilaiddownforalmostanhourthen

Kenwalkedinandsatontheedgeof

thebedrubbingmyback,hemoved

upthebedlyingbehindmeand

kissedmyneck...

Ken:(softly)I'msorry,ididn'tmeanto

berudeijustwishyoucouldbelieve

mesowewouldn'thavetoargue

becauseI'mnotlying.



Me:It'sfine,forgetit..

Heturnedmearoundandkissedme

asicriedputtingmyarmsaroundhis

neck...

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme.I'mbegging

you...

Ken:Icanneverdothat,stopcrying.

Trustme...

Hekissedmeandlaidonhisback

flippingmeontopthenheheldhisD

inplaceandhelpedmeslidedownas



ifrownedputtingmyhandsonhis

chestthenhegrabbedmywaistwith

bothhandsandbithislowerlip

#removed

Myeyesturnedtothebackofmy

headasislippedintoastateI

couldn'texplainandeverystrokehe

gavemesentmeoffasmymuscles

becamestiffandistuckmynailsinto

hisskingrunting.ThenextthingI

openedmyeyestoKensoftly

slappingmycheeksweatinginpanic

onhisboxerbriefs.



Ken:Babe?Babepleasegetup

Auntie:Moveback,tisangfana

tsenwekephefo

Uncle:(laughed)Ofanaelegoreone

omodiraengsesekanaotaa

ikgolega?

Iswallowedasthepanickedelders

stoodaroundthehouse,hismother

hurriedintheroomandputawet

washragonmyneckandforehead...

MaDaniel:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes



MaDaniel:(toeveryone)Gasegorele

emehantebaapare?

Kensighedinreliefandgotdressed

asituckedthesheetundermy

armpitscoveringmybreasts

embarrassed.........

WEEKSLATER
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AtGobona'sHouse....

Diboysapproachedabucketofwater

hehadputunderthesunforalittle

warmth,hecheckedthetemperature

withhisfingersandpickeditwalking

towardsthebathingarea...

Itwasanareathesizeofabedandit

wasbuiltwithwaterreeds,heplaced



thebucketonthechairandreached

forhiswashingragonthelinethen

hepausedlookingathislittlesister's

panties.

Theyhadwashedthemcleanbut

theyweretornwithlittleholesand

thisbroughttearstohiseyes...

Theysaideducationisthekeyto

successbuthecouldn'tfigureout

howhecouldhelphissiblingswhile

waitingtogrowwhichwastaking

forever,forsomereasonheknewif

hecouldskiptoformfivehe'dstill



hummerthosefinalexamsandhe

wonderedifitwaspossibletoskip

grates.He'daskhisteacherwhenthe

schoolsopenbutheneededhelp

rightthere...

Forthefirsttimehequestionedif

stoppingthesellingofalcoholwasa

goodideabuthissubconscious

reassuredhimthathewascorrect.....

AtLolo'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonLolograbbedher

handbagandwalkedoutoftheoffice



pressingherphone,shebumpedinto

MrsFridayandsmiledasthey

exchangedsinceregreetings...

MrsFriday:Isheupthere?

Lolo:I'mnotreallysuremyofficein

onthesecondfloor

MrsFriday:Thanks

Lololookedatheradmiringlyand

turnedaroundwalkingtowardsher

car,herboss'swifedressedto

impress,thetypeofladiesthatmake

youwanttobuyanewmakeup

paletteandgetanewhairdo.Itwas



alwaysamotivationtorunintoher.

Shereversedhershinycarandjoined

themainroadasshereceivedacall

fromhernephew...

Lolo:Hello?

Diboys:Hello,auntiemayihaveP200

fortoiletries?Ialsowanttobuybo

Setsanadipencil,theschoolsare

openingnextweekbuttheydon't

haveanything.Teacherswhipthem

eachtimetheydon'tgotoschool

withpencils.

Lolo:Howmuchdoyouneed?



Diboys:Whateveryoucanaffordis

fine,theydon'thaveanythinglenna

myschoolshirtistornespeciallythe

collar.Icancomecutthegrassor

helpyouwithsomethinginexchange

Lolo:No,youdon'thavetodothat,

tellyouwhat.Tellthosekidstobath

andI'llpassbyinanhourtopick

themthenwecangobuywhatever

theyneed.

Diboys:(emotionally)Thankyou...

Lolo:BringyourIDwithyou

Diboys:Okay...

Shehungupanddroveoff....



AtStarKids....

Icheckedthetimeandclosedthe

filestheniswitchedoffthecomputer

andwalkedoutoftheofficeand

bumpedintoAmantlegettingoutof

heroffice,shewalkedbehindme

jinglinghercarkeysandmaking

noisewiththeheelsofherstilettos.

Ihadmanagedtoavoidhersincemy

leaveofabsenceelapsedandihad

heardshekeptaskingquestions

aboutmebuttherewewerewalking



downthecorridortogetheryetnone

ofuswassayinganything...

Iwasn'twearingheelsthatdayandi

betshefeltsobiginheelsandatight

dress....

Amantle:You'resupposedtogreet

yourbosswhenyoumeetheryou

know,don'tbitethehandsthatfeeds

you

Me:(ikeptwalkingwithlookingback

ather)Goodafternoon...

Amantle:IheardKengaveyoua

blackout,ithappenedtometwice



andthepaniconhisfacewheni

faintedthough(laughed)whata

shame

Iturnedaroundandfacedherasshe

stoppedwithanattitudetuckingher

hairbehindherearandsighed

lookingdownonme...

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'regoingto

benefitfrombeingfriendswithOtlhe

butalliknowisthatIdon'tcarewhat

liesshekeepsgivingyou.Idon't

reallycarebecauseI'mmarriedtoher

brothernother.



Amantle:I'mjustmaking

conversation.

Me:Don'tmakeconversationswith

meunlessithassomethingtodo

withwork.

Amantle:Mmekanawegonnahave

tobefriendsakereKensleptwithus

andmadekidswithus?JanandZane

needmotherswhoareemotionally

stable...Itwouldn'thurt

Me:I'mnotjustawomanhehada

babywithI'mhiswife,youwitnessed

it.

Amantle:Eitherwayhefuckedboth

ofusandlefthisspermsinthereto



makebabies,babieswholookalike.

Me:(turnedaroundandwalkedaway)

Idon'thavetimeforthis...

Amantle:(followedme)Yeahbutwe

reallyhavetocomeupwithagood

arrangementyamotherhood.Wewill

beworkingtogetherforthenext3

yearsandwewillbeparenting

togetheruntilthekidsareatleast18.

Kerayaifwearegoingtothinklike

adultswhichincludesconsidering

Ken'sfeelingsinthis,astressedman

isunproductiveandyoudon'twantto

bearguingwithyourhusbandabout

hischilddoyou?Insteadofus

arguingwecouldmakethiseasier



helawaabonakooregonneeasy

peasylebanaennemamakaha

mamakaha.

Me:Mysonwillnevercallyoumama

Amantle:Waitsegorehao

nkgakgagalakekgonagorobalaKen

wheneverhepickshisdaughteror

bringshersomething?

Me:Iwon'tbecallingherhisuntilI

haveseentheresults.Clearlyyou

enjoytorturingpeopleandusingyour

positiontoyouradvantage.

Amantle:Butihaven'tevenstarted,

you'recryingtooearly...Kesiame

helabecauseihaven'tharassedyou



butIcantakeKenifireallywant.He

wasreadytodieforme.

Shegotinthecarandputonher

classypinkshadeswhichdefinedher

eyebrows...

Amantle:(startedthecar)Bytheway

thebestwaytoloweryourchances

offaintingistorunaway...Siisakuku

dickesomogeokgonegohema

phehoforasecondorelseyou'llstart

hyperventilatingfromthosequick

breathsbecauseKenneverstops

poundingandhedoessokapower.



(smiled)You'llthankmelater

Sheturnedupthevolumeofher

Dancehallmusicanddroveoff

closingherBMWtintedwindows.

Mymoodfelldownmyfeetasiused

thesmallthesmallgateapproaching

theroad,shedrovearoundand

honkedatmeslowingdownatthe

zebracrossingthenIcrossedthe

roadandsherolleddownthe

window...

Amantle:Seeyoutomorrow



Irolledmyeyesandsighedtakingout

myphonewhilewaitingforataxi...

Ken:Babe

Me:Iwanttobuyacar

Ken:Ithoughtyousaidyouwanta

loantoimprovethegardensincethe

flowersaredoingsogood

Me:Yeahbutineedacar

Ken:Okay,canIcomepickyouup?I

justleftthemeeting.

Me:Okay

Ken:(laughed)GuesswhatsongI'm



playing

Me:(laughed)Don'tstartwithme,

gakebate

Ken:(turnedupthevolumetoKind

Monada'ssong)Wautwa?(singing)

Kenaleboletswejwagoidibalaaaa

eheh

Me:(laughed)I'mhangingup!

Welaughedasihungupandwaited

forhim....

Atthemall...



Lateronthebackseatwasfullanda

bitstuffyasLoloparkedthecarwith

Diboysinthefrontseat...

Lolo:Let'sgo...

Theystruggledtoopenthedoorthen

Loloopenedforthem,theydropped

outasshelookedatthem.The

excitementontheirlittlefaces

broughttearstohereyesasthey

pointedattheflatsasiftheywere

fromaremotevillage.

4thborn:(pointedatKFC)Lookat



thatoldman,lookattheicecreamon

thewindow

3rdborn:chicken!

Diboys:(embarrassed)Keepquiet,

peoplearelookingatyou

Setsana:(putherarmsaroundthe

others)Shh

Diboys:(heldtheothers)Let'sgo...

LolofollowedthemtoPepstorebut

theyoungonescouldn'tstoplooking

atthemouthwateringfoodonthe

adverts,theirshoesweretornand

otherswerewearingtheolderone's

clothesbutitwasasiftheycouldn't



seehowbadtheylookedbecause

theyhadbathedandapplied

Vaseline...Alltheirforeheadswere

shinyandtheirKhoisanlikehairhad

beenproperlycombedthoughthey

hadbumps.Itwastheirfirsttimeat

themallandtheycouldn'tstop

lookingaround....

Lolo:Let'sgobacktoKFCsothey

canbuyice-cream

4th:(jumped)GatweIce-cream!

All:(laughedexcitedly)ice-cream!

Diboys:Whydon'twebuyimportant

thingsandbuymeatwiththemoney



forice-creams?

Setsana:Orwecanbuysoupand

morogotocookathome,they're

cheaperandtheywilllastlonger

4th:(tearfully)Idon'twantfood,I'll

notbehungrytoday.Ijustwantice-

cream..Iwon'twantfood

5th:Metoo,I'lldrinkwaterandsleep

Lolo:(tearfully)I'llbuyfood...(gave

Diboys300)Pleasebuythema

bucketandice-creams..

Diboys:(lookedatthemoney)ican't

spendsomuchmoneyontakeaways,

wecanbuyCombo

Setsana:Yespleaseauntie,Ialso



needpantiesandphataphata.

Lolo:(tearfullyangrily)Canyoujust

buyfood!I'llbuyyouwhateveryou

want..I'llbuyeverything

ThelittleonesraninsideasDiboys

andSetsanareluctantlylookedatthe

moneythenshecoveredhermouth

astearsblurredhereyes,theyrolled

downhercheeksandshequickly

rubbedthemoff...

Lolo:IpromiseI'llbuyeverything...

I'msorrythatihaven'tbeenhelping

you.Mysisterandihateeachother



somuchIforgotthatIhavenieces

andnephews.

Shesniffledandopenedherpurse

showingthemthemoneyandher

card...

Lolo:Yousee...

Theybothsighedinreliefandhugged

herthentheyraninside,sheturned

andgotinthecarwheresheleaned

overcrying.



Lolo:Godpleaseforgiveme,ican't

believeipunishedtheseinnocent

soulswheniwastheironlyhope.I

refusetobemysister,irefuseto

scarmynephewsandniecestheway

Gobonadidmydaughter.

Sheleanedbackandfreshenedher

facethenshesteppedoutandjoined

theminsideastheymadenoise

eatingandclearingthebucketof

KFC...

Themanagersmiledatthemand

walkedoverwithadrinkandputiton



thetable...

Manager:(smiled)Thisoneisfree

Theyclappedwithhugesmilesand

finisheditthenDiboysandSetsana

handedthemice-creams.

Lolo:Let'sgo,wehavetobuyclothes

firstandthenwearegoingtothepay

toiletstochangebeforewecango

aroundthemallbuyingimportant

things.

Setsana:Combore-



Lolo:(smiledandputherarmaround

her)Combokeyoneyabohelo

Setsanaao!(handedDiboysP50)Go

andregisterfororangemoneyover

thereandmakeavisacard,itcomes

outimmediatelythenI'lltransfer

P800inyouraccountsoyoucanbuy

yourselfsomething.

Diboys:After-

Lolo:Nopleasejustgo,don'tbuy

anythingforyoursiblings.Buy

somethingforyourself.Afewt-shirts

andahaircutnyana.(smiled)Ifthe

girlIsawyouwithatchurchisyour

girlfriendyoumightwanttosurprise

herwithagift.I'msureyouneverbuy



heranything.

Diboys:(asmilegrewlargeronhis

face)Thankyou

Lolo:Go,I'lltakecareoftheseones.

Hehuggedherandcrossedtheroad

excitedlythenLolowalkedinto

Ackerman'swiththem..

Lolo:Aretseyengtrolley...

Theywalkedrowbyrowpicking

clothesandexcitedlystoodatthe

entranceblockingthewayasLolo



swipedtheirclotheswithher

children'scard.

ThewalkfromAckerman'stothepay

toiletsseemedlikealongwalkto

freedomandoncethereeachoneof

themcouldn'tstoplookingat

themselvesonthelargemirror.

Theyheadedtothesaloonwherethe

boyscuttheirhairwhilethegirls

plaitedstylishcornrowswithbeads

fordecoration.

Itwasalmostduskastheywalked



intoShopritepushingalargetrolley,

theyhadneverbeeninshoprite

beforeandboywasitbig.They

couldn'tstopturningtheirheads

pointingattoysandlotsofnew

thingstheyweresurprisedtosee.

AtfirstLologotalittleembarrassed

aspeoplestaredatchildrenwhoare

fascinatedbyShopritebutshedidn't

wanttomakethechildren

uncomfortablesoshejoinedinand

pointedshowingthemotherthings.

Setsanastaredatagirlishpencil



casewithHannahMontana,shehad

seenitfromtherichgirlshesitsnext

toatschoolthenLolowalkedbehind

her..

Lolo:(whispered)Takeitifyouwant

it..

Shesmiledandgrabbedit,Lolo

pickedtheyoungestchildandput

himonthetrolleyashesmiled

amazed,therestofthesiblings

pushedthetrolleyasLoloand

Setsanaputfood...



Setsana:Thankyousomuchwheni

growupI'mgoingtotakecareofyou

tothankyou

Lolo:(laughedputtingthingsinthe

trolley)Thatwouldbenice

Setsana:AndI'lltakecareofMaya

too

Lolo:Mayahasabrotherandanother

sistercalledMayatoowecallMaya

Babyathome.I'llpickyouup

tomorrowsothatyouguyscanmeet

Maya'ssiblingsandalsoseewhereI

stay.Thatwayyouknowwhereto

findmeifyouneedsomethingtoeat..

Setsana:Okay,ionlyknowMaya.



Theypaidforthefoodandloaded

theminthebootthentheydroveout

asLolodialedDiboys.

Diboys:Hello?

Lolo:Reilerraotaatsayataxiakere?

Diboys:EeI'mcuttingmyhair.

Lolo:Shap

Shehungupanddroveoffasthekids

couldn'tstoptalking,theymadeso

muchnoisethedriversparkingnext

toheratthetrafficlightsstaredand



eventuallysmile.She'dlaughatthem

astheydiscussedwhattheysawat

themall...

AtmmaLolo'shome....

MeanwhileGobonatiedherstomach

withascarfsoshewouldn'tfeelthe

hungerandwalkedtothefirearea

whereshemadefirewiththetwigs

andboiledwaterforphaleche...

Shestilldidn'tknowwherethe

childrenwentbutsheassumedthey

wereplayingintheneighbourhood,at



leastthey'deatthereiftheydon'tget

chasedoutoncethefoodisserved.

Shewalkedbehindthetoiletwitha

bowlandpickedtheleavesofLeketa

andfilledthebowlthenshewashedit

andputitinthepot...

Shewalkedtothemiddletheyard

lookingattheneighbours...

Gobona:(screaming)Setsana?Ndho?

Shobena?(toherself)Koorebanyana

bailekae..



Shewalkedbacktothefireplaceand

fannedthesmokeuntilfirecameout

thenshestooduprubbingheritchy

eyesasLolodrovethroughthegate.

Thekidswavedtheirballoonsout

screamingatherwithexcitement

beforetheyevengotoutofthecar...

Shefixedhersetengeandheldher

waistwatchingasthecarreversed

andstopped,thekidsjumpedout

eachholdingatoyandshecouldn't

evenrecognisethem.Theylooked



likechildrenfromthesuburbs...

Lolo:Nthusereholosedijotsabana...

SpeechlessshehelpedLoloand

Setsanaoffloadthebiggrocery,there

wasn'tmuchtosayasthekidsran

aroundtheyardplayingwiththeir

toys.

Loloclosedthebootanddustedher

handsthenshehandedGobonaP800.

Lolo:Buycookinggasetona.



Shereceivedthemoneyemotionally

staringatherlittlesisterasshe

turnedandgotinthecar,shewaved

atthekidsanddroveout..

Lolo:(smiled)Byebye..(pointed)

wenakewenamangkana?

Ndho:Ndho!

Lolo:(laughed)Wabalabalawena,

seeyoutomorrow

Theyexcitedlyranafterthecar

wavinguntilthecardisappeared



whileGobonastoodinfrontofthe

housetearfully.

Shewalkedbackinthehouseand

closedthedoorthenshesliddown

asherfaceuglifiedwithtearsrunning

down.2yearoldMayawasallshe

couldseenotthepresentMayabut

theMayawhodrankMaxhupudayin

dayoutwhileDiboysatebananas.

TheMayawouldbetrappedundera

bathandcryhelplessly,theoneshe

walkedawayfromleavingheroutin

thedarkcryingasshecriedrunning

afterherbutsheslappedherandtold

hertositbecauseshewasgoingto



herbabydaddy'shouse,the2year

oldMayawhowasrapedandfound

byaneighbour,mayhersoulrestin

peaceMaO...

Sheshookherheadcryinglookingat

theP800onherhandsthenshe

pickedherphoneanddialedherlittle

sisterwiththelastP1shehad...

Lolo:Hello?

Gobona:(burstedintotears)Nnaka

themmaintshwarelekegodiretse

phoso.Yourdaughterwasraped

becauseileftheralone,thatnight



Mayacriedrunningaftermeaboiha

golelehihibutIslappedherandleft

hersittingthere.Shewasscaredof

thedarkbutididn'tfeelanythingfor

herevenwhenshebeggedmeto

takeher.Shegotrapedbecauseof

me,(cryingloudly)Iwanttodieright

now.Ihavetokillmyselfforallthe

wickedidid.Pleaseaskyourlittlegirl

toforgiveme...AskGodtoforgive

me.Askmychildrentoforgivemebe

-

Theairtimefinishedandthecallgot

disconnectedthenshestoodupand

lookedforacordaroundthehouse



asshecried.

Thereitwasunderthetable,she

grabbeditandsteppedonthechair

tyingitontheraftersthenshetiedit

aroundherneckandkickedthechair

asherbodyherhangedfromthe

rafters....

InLolo'scar....

MeanwhileLolowipedhertearsand

madeauturn...



Lolo:Gobonadon'tdothistome,i

forgiveyoupleaseBobo....God

pleasedon'tletherdothis....

Sheacceleratedandovertookseveral

carshonkingandflashingthelights

sotheycouldcleartheway...

Lolo:Godpleasethesechildren

deservehappiness,theyhadagood

daydon'tlettheirmotherdieandruin

suchagoodday...Godplease...

Shesniffedrubbinghertearsand

drovethroughthegate....
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AtMmaLolo'shouse....

Setsanasmiledlookingathernew6

packpantiesandraninsidethe

housewithahugesmiletoshowher

motherbuthermouthdroppedas

sheranintohermother'sbody

hangingfromtheraftersasherlarge

eyesstaredrightather.

Herheartpoundedasshedropped

herpantiesandscreamedrunning

outside,theyoungonessittingonthe

groundloudlyplayingwiththeirnew

toyspausedandlookedather...



Loloparkedthecarandsteppedout

runningtowardsthehouseas

Setsanacriedhysterically...

Setsana:(crying)Mamaishanging

ontheroof

Lolo:Whereistheknife?Hurrywith

theknifeSetsana....Thipa

Setsana'sshoesslippedoffasshe

rantohergrandmother'shouse,

meanwhileLoloraninthehouseand

slippedonthepeedrippingdown.

Sherubbedherhandsonherskirt



andsteppedonthechairtryingto

untieasherhandsshook...

Lolo:BobopleaseI'mbeggingyou

hanginthere...Nolovewehaveto

reconcileandwatchourchildren

grow...Wehavetoteachthemabout

sisterhood...Youmadeamistakeso

what?Yourapologyisenough,

Pleasedon'tdothistothekids.They

hadagoodday,itcan'tendlikethis...

Setsanawalkedinandhandedher

theknifethenthe3rdbornraninside

andfrozelookingathismother's



poppedouteyes....

Lolo:Setsanatakethemoutplease....

Don'tlettheminhere,gogetmy

phoneinthecar!

Setsanaclosedthedoorandranto

thecarwhereshegrabbedthephone

andranbacktothehouse.The

concernedchildrendroppedtheir

toysandstoodlikelostpuppiesin

confusion...

3rd:(crying)Isawmamahangingon

theroof



Setsana:Auntieiscuttingherdown...

Shewillbefine

Aneighbourwalkedoverwondering

whatthechildrenwerescreaming

aboutandSetsanadirectedhertothe

house.

Withinafewminutestheneighbours

roamedtheyard,otherpeaked

throughthewindowswhilemore

blockedthedoorwatchingasLolo

andthe1stneighbourlaidherdown...

Lolo:(cryingfixinghereyes)Iknow



you'regoingtomakeit.Holdon...

Lolotookoffhershoesandliftedher

sisterup,heavyasshewassheran

acrosstheyardwithherandputher

inthecarastheneighbourfollowed

her....

Neighbour:Shesoiledthatcanonly

mean-

Lolo:(tearfully)No,shepassedout!

Setsanaranoverholdingher

mother'smedicalcardandIDthen



shejumpedinthebackwithheras

peoplecoveredtheirmouths,the

concernedneighbourgotintheback

andclosedthedoorasLolodrove

out...

Lolo:Mphangphone!

Theyhandedherthephoneandshe

dialedMaya....

Maya:Mams

Lolo:(panting)Mayalistentome,ask

Babytodirectthetaxitomymother's



housethenIwantyouguystogetthe

kidsandgohomewiththemplease

it'simportant.

Maya:Iknowtheplace,orayakogo

boCalvinakere?

Lolo:Yesthanksbaby...

Maya:Wewillgetthem,what'sgoing

on?

Lolo:Theirmothertriedtocommit

suicidesoyouhavetokeepthem

calmbecauseithinkthey'reworried

now.

Maya:Done.



Shehungupandcontinueddriving,

meanwhileSetsanaheldherbreath

staringathermothersuspiciously

tryingtofiguresomethingout,she

couldtellsomethingwasn'trightas

sheslowlyputherhandonher

mother'schestandleanedover

listeningtoherchest,theworried

neighbourpulledherhandoffand

blockedGobona'schest...

Setsana:(tearfully)Sheisnot

breathing....Herheartisnotbeating...

(lookedatLoloastearsfelldownher

cheeks)whyisshenotbreathing?



Lolo:(tearfully)Shecollapsed,people

don'tbreathwhentheyhave

collapsed..(tearfullytotheneighbour)

Right?Theydon'tbreathright?

Neighbour:Keepdriving

Setsana:(growinganxiousasshe

shookGobona'sbodyandleaned

overlisteningtohernoseand

openinghereyelids)MAMA!?MAMA!?

MMA?!

Lolo:(adjustedthemirror)Bobo??(to

theneighbour)Canyoukeepshaking

herpleaseincaseshewantstogive

up,BOBO?BOBO?



Setsanabrokedowncryingshaking

heruntiltheyparkedthecar,the

neighbourranwithawheelchairbut

LoloranpasthercarryingGobona

andalmostslippedrunningintothe

emergencydoorasSetsanaran

behindherwiththesameenergyand

faithholdinghermedicalcardand

ID....

AtWimpy....

MeanwhileCalvinanxiouslywaitedin

insidehidingapresentonhislapas

Tinapushedthroughthedoor,her



hairblewawayfromherface

revealingherbeautifulfaceasshe

smiledimpressed.

Sheshylywalkedoverandsatinfront

ofhim,goodnesshelookedcuteso

cuteshedidn'tknowwhattosay...

Calvin:(smiled)Hey

Tina:Hi

Calvin:Thanksforcomingthoughit

wassuchshortnotice

Tina:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

What'sgoingon?



Calvin:Nothing...Todaymyauntdid

themostbeautifulthing,shebought

foodandclothesformysiblings.I

meanChristmascameearly...(he

touchedherhandandkissedit)You

tookmetochurchandGodstarts

performingmiracles...Ihaveyouto

thankfor...Iknowican'tgiveyou

anythingnowbutwhenibecomea

doctoryou'regoingtobethedoctor's

wifeandwearegoingtohave

beautifulkidsbecauseyou'rethe

mostbeautifulladyintheworld.Ifwe

mate..IsweartoGodtheoffsprings

aregoingtobecutewithyourlittle

eyesandcutenose,thatsmile...



Tina:(chuckledblushing)Carlstop

you'regoingtomakemecry...

Calvin:Andbabeforlovingmenow

whenihavenothing,forallthemoney

youstealfromyourfather'swallet

justtogivemysistersiswearI'm

goingtopaythatoldman.Thedayi

paydoubleortriplemagadiI'lltellmy

unclestotellhimthatyouusedto

stealP10'stogivemysisters.

Tina:(blushedtearfully)Carl....

(laughedwithtearsinhereyes)and

I'mnotathiefokay,I'mjustpicking

coinsonthefloor.

Calvin:(laughedandkissedherhand)



AndI'mnotaskingforsexbecause

I'mgoingtobreakyourvirginityinUK,

that'swherewearegoingtohavesex

forthefirsttime.

Tina:(laughedblushing)ButI'mso

horny

Calvin:(laughedandimitatedpastors)

FireontheJezebel!...

Shabarababa...fire....

Tina:(laughedandbitherlowerlip)

ForUKI'llwaitandwait

Awaitresswalkedoverwithmenus

thentheyorderedandsheleft,Calvin

tookoutathegiftandputitonthe



table,Tinagaspedwithagorgeous

smileandputherhandonherchest...

Calvin:Openit..

Sheopenedthelittleboxandsmiled

attwonecklacessharingaheartthen

Carlgotitandseparatedthem...

Tina:OhmyGod,eachnecklacehas

halftheheart....

Calvin:Yes,thisismypromisetoyou,

thatI'llalwaysloveyou.You'rethe

one...Getyourhairforme...



Sheliftedherhairasheputthe

necklacearoundherneckthenshe

puttheotheraroundhisneck.He

smiledcutelyandleanedover

stealingakissfromherassheshyly

lookedaround...

Calvin:Haebonang,kanteoshy

jaana?gasewenaotholango

ntshumamaramamo

Tina:(laughed)ketshababagolo

aker...

Thewaitressservedthemand



walkedawaythentheygrabbedthe

forksbuthisphonerang,heputthe

forkdownandanswered...

Calvin:Hello?....(frowned)What?

Whereisshe?.....Issheokay?....I'm

coming!

HehungupandstoodupasTina

pausedchewinglookingupathim...

Calvin:Mymothertriedtocommit

suicide

Tina:(stoodup)Let'sgo!



Calvinpassedbythetillandpaidthen

theyranout....

AtMmaLolo'shome....

MaLolofrownedasapolicecar

drovepasther,shewonderedwhere

itwascomingfrombecauseit

couldn'thavebeenheryard.Gobona

hadlongstoppedsellingbeer,she

brusheditoffandapproachedthe

gate,shenoticedalotofpeople

standingaroundpointingandtalking

aboutsomethingclearlyshocking...



ShepacedovertoGobona'sroom

whichwaswideopen...

Her:What'sgoingon?Gobona?

Diboys?Peoplewhat'sgoingon?Why

iseveryonestandingaround?

Theyalllookedathernotsurewhat

tosaythenoneofthematureladies

walkedovertoherandtookher

aside...

Lady:Let'shaveaseat



Her:Canyoupleasewhat'sgoingon?

Whyiseveryoneinmyyardandnot

answeringme?Wherearethe

children?Setsana?

Lady:Gobonacommittedsuicide,she

hungherself.Shewascutfromthe

rafters...Herexcretesareonthefloor

butLolostubbornlytoo-

Her:What?

Lolo'smothergrinnedtouchingher

breastassheslowlysatonthe

groundandmeltedfallingdown...

Lady:(screaming)Thusang!Heela??



Theyranoverandcheckedherpulse...

Man:Whathappened?

Lady:ItoldheraboutGobonaand

shetouchedherchestthenfelldown

Man:Sheishavingaheartattack...

Anyonewithacar?Helpthebathong..

Noneofthemhadcarsandtheyhad

tomakecallsastheylaidmmaLolo's

bodyinsidethehouse....

AtLetsholathebehospital.....



Meanwhiletheneighbourremained

calmsittingonthechairasSetsana

stoodbystaringatthedoorher

auntiehadbeeninforawhile,she

neededtohearifhermotherwas

okaythenshesawDiboysandTina

walkingin,sheburstedintotearsand

ranintohisarmscryingloudly...

Setsana:(cryinghysterically)Mama

washangingfromtheroofwithher

eyeswide,shewasn'tbreathingbut

auntiesaysshewillbefine,willshe

befine?



Calvin:Ihopeso,whereisshe?

Theyturnedaroundandlookedat

Loloasshewalkedoverholdingher

tearsin,theneighbourladystoodup

andlookedatherandnoddedforher

toletthemknowbutshecouldn't

evensayitbecauseshewasin

denial...

Calvin:Auntie?

Lolo:(tearfullynodded)Sheisgone...

Setsana:Dead?

Lolo:Yes



Calvinfrozeaseachpartofhisbody

gotcold,Setsanaputherarmonher

facecryingloudlyasLolohuggedher

tightly.

Lolo:I'msorry....

Lolopausedandturnedasoneofthe

neighbourspushedthebedwithher

motherlyingonitthensheranafter

her...

Lolo:Whathappened?



Neighbour:Theytoldherabout

Gobona...

Sheranwiththebedgentlyslapping

hermother'scheek...

Lolo:Mme?Mme?Mmewee?Mme?

Shecheckedherpulseandstopped

coveringhermouthinshockasthe

bedslidinoneofthecurtainswhere

thenursesrushedin.

Lolo:Thisisnothappening....Itsnot



happening...

LIKETHEINSERT...

*

*

*

*

*

[9/3,11:58PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴85

Atthegraveyard....



ThesadnessonLolo'sface,her

swolleneyeswithendlesstears

brokemyheartaswalkedtowards

thegraves,shegotweakerstanding

byhermother'sandmeltedcryingas

herauntsupportedher,shefinally

gainedstrengthbravelypickinga

handfulsoilfromthespadeand

droppeditontopofhermother's

casketthenmovedontohersister's...

BehindherwalkedtearfulCalvin

holdinghislittlesister'shandasshe

putherarmaroundherforehead



cryingoutloudhidingherfaceletting

outaheartwrenchingmournfulcry,

shecriedsosadherlittlevoice

echoedthroughtheheartsof

everyonesurroundingthetwo

graveyardsandwesangevenmore

raisingourhandsupononthesky

cryingtoJesus...

All:Jokoyahaoebobebe

Enkgathololapelo

Tumelohonnakethebe

Etlamphemisalefu

Nyakallokeefumane



TselengyahaoMorena

Dirahonnadiqhalane

Kehloletswekewena

Setsanarefusedtomoveawayfrom

hermother'sgraveasCalvintriedto

pullherhandthenheliftedherupand

walkedtowardsthegazeboasweall

cried,icriedsomuchistopped

singingandcoveredmyfacewitha

clothbutiknewihadtosingformy

friend.Iblewmynoseandsang

along....

All:Ketlaopakadiatla



Ketlare:Haleluya

Halleluyahosenatla

SenkenyanghoJehova.....

AtMmaLolo'shouse....

MeanwhileMayawalkedbehindthe

housewherethebigthreelegged

potswereonthefirewithpaleche

andseswang...

Shegrabbedabowlfromthetable

whereafewladieswerewashing

cupsthenshebentoveroneofthe



potsanddishedmotogofor

Gobona'syoungestandJunior...

Asshegrinneddishingblindedbythe

smokesheheardthesewords...

Woman:It'sveryshameful,shelived

ahighlifestyleanddrovenicecars

whilehermotherstayedinahouse

likethis,thewayhersister'schildren

werestarving...

Woman2:Shethinksburyingthem

withnicecoffinswillchangehow

selfishsheis,typicallyoutofpoverty

girls.



Shitformedatthetipofhertongue

andsheturnedreadytospitbutshe

rememberedhowmuchherfather

whippedherforbeingdisrespectful

thensheglancedatthemandpassed

by...

Woman:What'sthepointofgivinga

goodburialwhenyouhatedthem?

Shejustwantedlifeinsurancemoney

withthem...Thisgirlhasnoshame...

Woman2:Watchassheabandons

thekidsandgoesbacktoherriches



Thatwasenoughtoturnheraround

asshewalkedbacktothem...

Maya:Firstofallyoudon'tknowmy

motherorwhathappenedheresothe

bestthingyoucandoistoshutyour

trapandstopspittingyoursalivaon

theplatesyou'regoingtofeedpeople

with,Shameonyou....Sucholder

peoplegossipingaboutsomeoneas

youngerasmymother.Toobadshe

insuredhermotherandsisternow

youhavenothingtogossipabout

becausenobodycontributedshitto

anythinghere...



Shestoppedlookingatthemwaiting

andreadyfortheirresponsesbut

theykeptquiet...

Maya:It'struepoorpeopletalkabout

peopleandtherichdiscussideas,

whileyou'reherewastingtime

gossipingaboutmymothermonth

endshegetsagoodpaybecauseshe

wenttoschoolandshefucking

drivesacarthatyoucanonlydrivein

yourdreams.Seehowshefed

everyonehere?That'showsheis

goingtofeedthosechildrenbecause



that'swhosheis,shehasloveinher

heartandyoucan'ttakethataway

fromherbutheygoonandgossipif

itmakesyouforgetaboutyour

miserablepoorlives...Peasants!

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedpasta

relativewhohadbeengetting

irritatedbytheirgossipsaswell,she

chuckledandputabowlonthetable

walkingpastthemwithajokersmile...

Her:Bataalebolelelababasale

tshabeng,banabadisuburbsgaba

tshabefokoloakerebone,gaba



tshabenixbakgwashitgosalagole

fokonbastete......(laughedand

clappedonce)HehehetlekeMaun!

Atthegraveyard....

Carslinedupfollowingthefuneral

parlorcarasKenturnedthesteering

wheeljoiningin.Iwipedmyteary

eyesandfixedmyheadwrapasKen

touchedmythighlookingatme....

Ken:Areyouokaybabe?

Me:(sniffledandwipedmynose)I'm



fine...Gobona'schildrenhurtmethe

most.Lifewon'tbeeasyforthem,

Lolowagoimelwa.Shealreadyhas4

thenweadd5tothatmakingita

totalof9.

Ken:ButLoloisbrave,ifshedidit

whenshewasateenagershecan

definitelydoitasanemployedwell

paidHR.Shejustneedsafriend

braveenoughtoholdherhand

throughit,allafriendwhowon't

breakdownwhensheisdown.

Me:OK

Ken:You'reheronlysupportyouhave

tomakeitseemlikenothing,tellher



youbelieveinherandshewillbefine,

themoreyousayitthemoresheis

likelytobelieveandyouknowfaithis

theonlythingthatwillneverfail.

Hisphonerangthenheglancedat

thephoneandcutthecall...

Me:Kemang?

Ken:Amantle

Me:Whatdoesshewant?

Ken:Idon'tknow

Myphonerangandipicked....



Me:Hello

Amantle:LetmetalktoKen

Me:Whydon'tyoucallhisnumber?

Amantle:Hecutthecallandits

obviouslybecauseheiswithyou

sincehenevercutsmycalls.Give

himthephone,you'refinishingmy

airtime

Isighedandgavehimthephonethen

hetookadeepbreathandputiton

hisearwhiledriving....



Ken:Whatisit...-...IsaidI'llcallback

aker?....-…aenoAmantlesedire

jalo...You'renotsupposedtocallmy

wife.I'mhangingupandyou'llnot

callheruntilicallyouback.

Hehungupandgavemethephone...

Ken:Blockher

Me:No,Icanhandlehersowhatare

youcallingherabout?

Ken:Sheaskedmetofixhercar

Me:Idon'tgetit,areyouamechanic?

Ken:Sheaskedmetogether



someonetoworkonhercarbecause

shedoesn'tknowanyone.

Me:Andyouagreed,whycouldn'tyou

justno?

Ken:Itwasjustaspurofthemoment

Me:HonestlyKendoyoustillhave

feelingsforher?

Ken:(sighed)Dididon'tdothis....I'm

notarguingwithyou,I'msickofyou

accusingmeabouther

Ikeptquietandleanedbackthenshe

calledhimagain...



Ken:Hello?..-..OK.

Hehungupandcontinueddriving....

***

Minuteslaterweparkedunderthe

treeandwalkedpasttheothercars

gettingintheyard,hetriedtoholdmy

handbutimoveditaside...

Ken:Whatdididonow?

Me:Justdon'ttouchmeokay

Ken:Ok...



Wesatinthebackastheuncle

introducedthedeceased'schildren,

Lolowalkedoverfollowedbyher

childrenandGobona'schildrenasthe

unclenamedthem....

Uncle:andGobonaleavesbehindfive

children,Calvin,Agatha,Katlo,Setso

andKgotso...

Kenreceivedamessageandtapped

onitthenheslippedthephoneback

inhisjacketandlistenedfora

secondortwothenheturnedtome..



Ken:Ilockedsomefilesinmyoffice

buttheyneedthematthereception

tomakebookings.I'llbebackina

fewminutes

Ididn'trespondasheleanedover

andkissedmethenhewalkedaway

takingoutthecarkeys.Iwasaware

thatpregnancyhormonesmighthave

beenworkingonmebutIcouldfeel

somethingwasn'tright,Iwent

throughthefirstpregnancyaloneand

iwashopingthesecondonewould

beagreatexperiencesinceiwasa



wifebutiwasn'tsureifiwastheonly

thingonhismindanymore.

Uncle:(closinghisspeech)andthank

youallforyoursupportduringthis

difficulttime.Iseethey'reserving

foodalready,lekamosothe

bagaetsho.Tiroyaronaewetse...

Peopleateandlefttheniwalkedin

thehousewereLolowaslyingwith

heraunties,shesteppedoutand

smiledgladtoseemeaswehugged

tightly....



Me:Wearegoingtogothroughthis,

ifyouneedanythingI'mhere.

Lolo:IknowandI'mgoingtoneed

you

Me:I'mready...

Ikissedheronthecheekandhugged

heragainasshesniffedandrubbed

hernose..

Lolo:(pinchedmycheek)Andyou're

definitelypregnant,you'regetting

chubbyalready.

Me:(laughed)Maybethat'swhyKen



isrepelling

Lolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Nothing,nevermind.Youhave

enoughproblemsalready...Wewill

talkwhenalltheseisover...Canyou

borrowmeyourcar?I'llbebackinan

hour.IwanttocheckonKen

Lolo:Ofcourse,letmegetthekeys...

Itookadeepbreathandsighedas

shewalkedback...

Lolo:Wehaveameetinganditwill

takeawhile.Relativeswanttotake



themkebaboleletsegoregagona

yootsayangbanabagankgonne

goreayegobaruwa.Theydon'teven

knowthemandalreadythey're

choosingandfunnyenoughthey're

pickingtheolderonessotheycan

usethemlikemaids.Myunclehela

yoneareshapelagobapalamorogo

wadinawasayshewantsDiboys..

Me:Ohkanahehasafarm,hewants

tousehim.

Lolo:Themmagagonayoophakaa

banaba,Godallowedthistohappen

becauseheknewIcouldhandleit,i

don'tknowhowI'mgoingtodoitbut

thesechildrenarenotseparating.I'm



takingthemtomyhouseattheend

ofthismeetinggababatagobona

gorekegoletsekoganongbangange

lennakabanaba.

Me:I'msuresomewillbackyouup

Lolo:Yesothersaregoodhearted.

Letmegobackinside

Me:Shap

Iturnedaroundandwalkedtowards

thecarasSetsanasatonthechair

withMayaandBabyfixedherbeads...

AtZane'sChalets...



LateroniparkednexttoKen'scar

andwalkedtowardshisoffice,itwas

lockedandiwenttothereception

area.

Thereceptionistsmiledandturned

overtomeasileanedoverthe

countersmiling...

Me:HiNancy..Um...Haveyouseen

MrDaniel?

Sheseemedtopanicnotsurewhat



tosay...

Nancy:HewasherebutI'mnotsure

wherehewent...

Fromhereyesandunusual

stammeringiknewsomethingwas

upbutIkindofunderstoodher

position,ifKenwasdoingsomething

wrongwhichwasalreadyobviousto

meshewouldbeputtingherjobin

jeopardybysayingincriminating

thingsaboutherboss.

Me:Handmetheregister..



Sheslidthebookoverandiranmy

fingeronallthebookedroomstheni

lookedupatthekeyboardjustabove

thereception,chalet3wasn't

occupiedonthebookbuttherewere

nokeysontheboard....

Me:Thanks

Islidbackthecheck-inregisterand

walkedout.

Onthewaymyheartpoundedandi



almostchokedswallowingsaliva

tryingtocalmdown.

Ireachedthedoorandsteppedon

thematwrittenWELCOMEandi

wasn'tsurewhethertoknockorjust

openbutitookachancequietly

turningthehandleandpushingthe

doorin.

Tomysurpriseitopenedtheni

steppedin,Kenjumpedoffherand

blockedhisdickwithatowelasshe

grabbedapillowandclosedherlegs

puttingitonherchest....



Ken:(swallowed)Whatareyoudoing

here?

Me:Ken...

Amantle:Tellher

Ken:(toher)Shutup

Me:Tellmewhat?

Amantle:Hewantsadivorcebuthe

feltsorryforyoubecauseyou're

pregnantsoweagreedtokeepthisa

secretuntilthebabyisbornbutsince

youcouldn'tstayathomeandwait

foryourhusbandlikeotherwives

thereisnopointhidingit.



Me:Isittrue?

Hesatontheedgeofthebed

shirtlessandrubbedhisfacetryingto

think....

Me:Isittrue?

Ken:It'snot,sheislying

Amantle:ShouldIshowherthe

messages?Kendon'tmakemealiar,

listenwefuckedadayafteryour

wedding.Remembercallingand

callingtextingheweeheweehowcan

youleavemewithyourfamilyblabla

hewassweatingontopofme.



Ken:Sheislying..

Amantleputonherpantiesand

handedmethephonebutKen

snatcheditfromherandsmashedit

onthewallthenhegrabbedherneck

andtossedheronthebed.

Ken:(angrily)Stayoutofthis,I'mnot

gonnawarmyouagain

Iturnedaroundandwalkedoutashe

ranaftermezippinghisfallingpants

barefootandgrabbedmyarmpulling

meback...



Ken:Babecanwegobackinsideand

talk?Iknowthingsarelookingbad

rightnowbut...Ineededsexand

you'remoodyallthetimeand...

Me:Soit'smyfault?

Ken:Noitsnot,forgetthat...I'msorry.

EverythingItoldherwasalie.Isaid

whateverihadtosaytogetsexand

yesihadtogiveareasonabletime

periodformetokeepgettingituntil

thebabyisbornbutIswear-

Me:(tearfully)Don'ttouchme,letgo

ofmyarm

Ken:I'mnotlettingyou,I'msorry...I



fuckedupbigtimeI'msorry.Ididn't

knowhowfrustratingapregnant

womancanbe,andI'mnotblaming

you...Iknowimadeamistakeand

I'msorry.Let'sgobackinsideand

talk...

Me:Yousleptwithheradayafterthe

weddingandallthesetimeyouhave

beenpretendingtobethisloving

husband

Ken:Tobehonestwithyouididn't

plantosleepwithherthatday,she

temptedmeandifellforitbecauseit

cameatabadtime,youknowthat

thenightbeforeisleptwith...(shook

hishead)Gaaadfuck!I'msorry...



Me:Justgotoher,I'llbefine...

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway

thenheliftedmefrombehindandran

backwithmeasibitmylowerlip

hittinghimonthefacewithelbows

buthekeptgoinganddroppedmeon

thebedasAmantleputonhershoes.

Hepickedherjacketandthrewiton

herface..

Ken:(toher)Getout!



Islidoffthebedtryingtoleavebuthe

pushedmeonthebedandpinnedme

down,iboiledhelplesslytryingto

pushhimoffme...

Me:Getoffme!

Ken:(puthisforeheadonmine)I'm

sorry,ifuckedupI'msorry...Ididn't

wanttobotheryoubydemandingtoo

muchsexbecauseyouarepregnant,i

knowiwaswrong.IfuckedupI'm

sorry

Amantle:Whereismywatch?it'sa

Rolex..Itwasontheheadboard

Ken:(angrilyturnedtoherstill



pinningmedown)GETOUT!

Sheliftedeverythingtryingtofindit

thenhegotoffmeandgrabbedher

armimpatientlydraggingheroutas

sheheldherbelongingstoherchest.

Iusedthetimetogetoffthebedbut

hequicklyclosedheroutandblocked

mywayasirubbedmytears

punchinghim...

Me:Canyoupleaseletmeout,Iwant

togo

Ken:You'renotleaving,I'msorry....I

knowI'vehurtyoutrustme...I'm



sorry(touchedmytummy)IknowI'm

hurtingyoutwo...

Me:(slappedhishand)Don't,don't

eventryit...

Ipickedtheflowervaseonthetable

andpulledouttheflowers...

Me:Move...

Ken:Hitme,isthatwhatyouwant?If

that'swhatittakestofixthisthendo

it

Ireachedforthelockbuthepushed



myhandandtookoutthekeythenI

turnedhittinghimbutheblockedthe

vasewithhiswristanditshuttered

onthefloor.Hejerkedmeup

steppingonthebrokenglassesand

hetossedmeonthebedashefell

staggeringthenheturnedand

removedthepieceofglassonhis

sole.Ireachedforhisphoneonthe

headboardandsmashedonhisface,

hecoveredhiseyeandslidsittingon

thefloortryingtogainstrengthbuti

hooveredaroundtheroomshakingin

angerclingingmyteethlookingfor

somethingtohithimwith.



Igrabbedtheplasticchairandhithim

ontheheadbuthequicklystoodup

holdingitontheotherside...

Ken:Babestop,you'rehurtingme

Didi:Openthedoor,iwanttogetout

Ken:No

Ipushedthechairpokinghimwith

thelegsthenhepusheditasideand

grabbedmywaistpushingmeonthe

bed,ifellonmytummyashelaidon

topofmebreathingdownmyneck

hiswholebodypinningmedown.



HelplessandunabletomoveIbroke

downcryingandhetearfullykissed

myhairaswebothbreathedheavily

fromallthefighting...

Ken:(shakingvoice)Imessedup,i

messedup,Imessedup

Me:(crying)Iworkforher

Ken:Youcanquityourjoband..

Me:(crying)Ittookmeyearstofind

thatjobandyoudothis?

Ken:Wecanfixthis,youcancome

workherewithmeandyou'llhave



timefortheflowershoptoo.Iswear

ifyouforgivemeI'llnevercrossthat

lineagain...

Me:Getoffme,ican'tbreath...

Hemovedbacksittingontheedgeof

thebedlookingatmeasislidupthe

bedandleanedagainstthewalland

coveredmyfacecrying.

Ifinallygotmyselftogetherand

rubbedmytearsoffashesatonthe

bedwithhisheadregrettablyburied

betweenhishands...



Me:(staringathim)Iforgiveyou

Ken:(lookedatmesuspiciously)Just

likethat?

Me:Yeah,justlikethathaokakewa

tholaonkutwakegorayasepeka

AmantleandI'mnotquittingmyjob

either.(gotoffthebed)Mphakeyke

isekoloiyagaLolo.

Hehandedmethekeyandiunlocked

thenhestoodatthedoorwatching

measiwalkedaway.

Igotinthecaranddroveoff.....



*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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.
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AtLolo'sHouse.....

IntheafternoonMayatookoutallher

clothesfromthewardrobeandbooks

outoftheshelfandpiledthemonthe

bedthenshemovedthemtoBaby's

roomwhowasalsobusymaking

roomforher...

Maya:Lifeisgoingtobesoeasier

withCarlaround

Baby:Why?

Maya:Hecanhelpmedomy



homeworkandstuff,Tinasaysheis

brilliant.Apparentlyhegetsallthe

pricesfortoppingsubjectsandyou

knowthesyllabustheyusein

governmentschoolsissotough.Ifhe

canhammerthathecandefinitely

makemepassatschool.

Baby:Ok...

Theypackedtheirroomandheard

thecarparkingoutside,theymoved

tothecurtainsthenMayasmiled...

Maya:Ok,herewego...(lookedather

shortskirt)Doilookok?



Baby:(confused)Whatdoyoumean?

Maya:(shookherhead)Nevermind...

Shechangedintoherbumshortsand

tookoutherbrawhileBabyhurried

outtohelpthekidswiththebagsas

theywalkedin....

Baby:Hello?

Setsana:Hi...

Lolo:Waitseidon'tknowhowweare

goingtosortouttheroomsbecause

thereareonlythreeroomsand9of

you.



Maya:Calvincanminesinceheis

olderthanallofusandcan'tshare,I'll

sharewithBabyandSetsanacan

sharewithhersiblings.

Lolo:(tothem)Whatdoyouthink?

Calvin:Thankyou,anythingisfine.

Weareusedtosharing

Setsana:I'mfinewithanythingtoo

Lolo:It'ssettledthen....Setsanadoes

Kgotsowetthebed?Iwanttosleep

withhimandJunior

Setsana:Hewetsthebed

Lolo:Hewillcontinuesharingwith

youguysuntilhestops



Sheledthemtotherooms...

Lolo:HereisCalvin'sroom,thisone

isforMayaandBabythenwehave

yourroomguys...

Calvingotinhiswithhisbagandsat

onthebedlookingatthecleanroom,

he'dneverbeenunderarooftile

exceptatschoolandthebeddidn't

evenmakeasound.Hehada

wardrobetoputhisclothesinand

aboutfiveshelvesinthewall

wardrobejustforhisbooks.



Mayawalkedinandsmiledsitting

nexttohimthenshenoticedhehad

oneearpieceofheadsetsonthe

otherside...

Maya:whatareyoulisteningto?

Calvin:It'sHillsongsTinasentthem,

they'rereallycool

Maya:(touchedhisthighmoving

closerandgottheotherpiece

listening)Yeah,ilovethisone...

Calvingaveherthephoneandstarted



unpacking.....

***

Meanwhileinthechildren'sroom

Loloputtheirbagsdownandpushed

Junior'sbigbabycotininsideasthey

alluncomfortablystoodatthecorner

lookingatthe"cleanniceEnglish

things"they'dneverseenbefore....

Lolo:Okay.....KgotsowilluseJunior's

babycotbecausefromnowonI'll

sleepwithJunior,Kgotso?



Kgotso:(suckinghistwofingers

lookingather)Maa?

Lolo:ThisisyourbedandI'mgoing

toalwaysleavethelightsonsoyou

cangotothetoiletifyouwanttopee

Kgotso:Bymyself?

Lolo:Yes

Setsana:Thereisatoiletinsidethe

house,notoutsideinthedark

Kgotso:Ok

Setso:Iwanttoseeit,doesithave

watertoo?

Lolo:Yesbutlet'sfixtherooms

first....(pointingatthebunkbed)I



guessKatocantakethetoppart

sinceit'ssmallerandiknowboys

likingclimbing(hesmiledexcitedly)

thenSetsanaandSetsocanusethe

largebottompart.

Girls:Yes...

Lolo:Perfect...

I'mgoingtogetstartedonthedinner,

unpackyourbagsandgobath...Uh...

(turnedaround)Anotherthing...

Everyonehastotakeabathinthe

morningbeforegoingtoschoolor

before9ifit'saweekendandthelast

bathhastobetakenby6pmevery

day.



Setsana:Whydowebathsomuch?

Baby:(laughed)Twiceistoomuch?

Setsana:Webathonceintwodays,

sometimeswecanskipaweek.

Lolo:Godforbid,newrulesyoubath

andbrushyourteethtwiceadaytoo.

Setso:Ihatebathingbecausethe

bucketisheavy

Lolo:Thatremindsmecomehere....

Theyfollowedhertothebathroom

wheresheshowedthemhowtouse

thebathroomandbathingsuddenly

becameanurgencyforthemasthey



followedhertothetoilet....

Lolo:Thisisthetoilet,pleasealways

flushandspray...Ifyoucoloredthe

toiletyoubrushlikesoandflush

again.

All:Okay...

Lolo:Ihavemyownbathroominthe

masterbedroomsothisoneisfor

youall.AnythingelseyouaskMaya

andBaby,gounpackandcome

bath.......

All:OK



Shewenttoherbedroomasher

phonerang....

Lolo:Hello?

Aatile:Hey

Lolo:Hi

Aatile:Howarethekidsadjusting?

Lolo:(smiled)Well....Babyfounda

friend,sheandSetsanaaboutthe

sameage,Junioralsofoundplay

buddies,Setsoisaboutthatageand

Kgotsoisslightlyyoungerthanthem

butlikeyouknowkidsfromatough

backgroundhebehavesmaturethan

Junior.SetsanaenethinkslikeMaya



atheragewaitselifestruggleswill

forceyoutogrow.KanaCalvinleene

isn'tthatoldbecauseithinkheis

olderthanMayaka2yearsbuttheir

behaviouristotallydifferentfrombo

Maya.

Aatile:Lifecanberough,iwantedto

dropbyandsayhellospendtimewith

theboysandseehowthey'reholding

upbutit'slatesoithinkI'lldropby

tomorrowifthat'sOK

Lolo:That'llbefine

Aatile:Howareyoudoing?

Lolo:I'mscaredabit...Idon'tknow

howI'mgoingtohandleallofthem,I



havetosendKgotsotoJunior's

schoolimmediatelyandiknowitwill

behardforhimbecausehecan't

utterasinglewordinEnglishbuttheir

teacherJunior'steacheriswhite.

Aatile:Kidslearnfaster.

Lolo:Ihopeheadjusts

Aatile:Don'tworrytoomuch,youcan

dothisandthegoodthingisthatthey

haveacardfromthecouncilwhich

theycanusetoswipeclothesand

food,don'torphanshavethat?

Lolo:(smiled)Godiforgot,yesthey

do...Theygettobuyanythingthey

needwiththatcard.



Aatile:(smiled)See?Stopworrying,

youcandothis.

Lolo:Thanks...(anawkwardmoment

passed)Aatiledon'tsleepwith

underagegirls,you'llgotoprison...

You'renotsupposedtobeattracted

togirlsyoungerthanyourdaughters.

Ngwananyanawamalobaommata

hathokogatselaomonnyehela

thata...(hesighedshamefully)Did

yousleepwithher?(hesighed)

pleasetellmeyouusedaCondom?

(hekeptquiet)Howoldisshe?

Aatile:16

Lolo:Somekidswerebornwiththe



virusotaatsenwakediSTDlewena

otaatsenyabanadiSTD,jaanong

gawamoimisa?

Aatile:Idon'tthinkso,ipulledout

Lolo:Canyougoandconfirm?

Aatile:Eeketayagocheka

Lolo:Letthisbethelasttimeyou

sleepwithateenagerkeagokopa,i

stillneedyoutohelpmeraiseyour

kids.

Aatile:Iknowiwaswrong,ithas

beeneatingmeandifeellikeislept

withoneofmydaughters,shedidn't

knowanythingaboutsex.Ihad

controlofeverythingandiwasn't



reallycareful,iwasroughandsome

pointshecried.Itwasaboutme

havingpoweroverawomanand

therewasnothingshecoulddo

exceptfollowmyorders.Kgangya

tengeanja,idon'tknowhowI'm

goingtolookatmydaughters

kamosobecausegapeoleo

monnyevlekammele

Lolo:Ithoughtsheiswas14,that's

whykenekebotsa.Emisabeforeyou

startsleepingwithbaba12taboele

rape.Emisawhileyoustillcan

Aatile:Keutule,keikgalemetseifeel

verybadalready..



Lolo:Okay,bye

Aatile:Bye

Shehungupandthrewherphoneon

thebed....

Atmyhouse....

LaterthateveningIwipedmytears

lyingundercover,istillcouldn't

believeKensleptthatwomanandi

couldn'timaginehowawkwardthings

wouldbeatworkbutthenitooka

deepbreathandgotoutofbed.



Suddenlyallthethingsiwastold

aboutcametrue,whentheelders

weregivingmesecretstomaking

marriageworkeventhroughdifficult

timesiwaslisteningbecauseiknew

myKenwouldneverlookatany

womanthanmebutthereiwastrying

torememberbitsandpiecesofwhat

wassaidbeforeiwassenttomyin-

laws...

Iprepareddinnerforhim....Thebest

mealieverpreparedforhimandi

didn'twanttobutthenthoseold

ladiessaidneverpunishyour

husbandbydeprivinghimfoodorsex



becauseheneededthosetofunction

wellsoispenthoursstandinginthe

kitchen,choppingvegetablesand

makingsaladsformycheating

husband.

Ikeptcheckingthetimejusttoseeif

hewouldbehomelaterthanhe

shouldthenidialledmymotherin

law....

Her:MrsDaniel

Imustadmititalwaystickledme

whenhismothercalledmethat,ihad



wrongedthatwomaninthepastbut

shehadcompletelyrubbeditoffthe

books,thekindofmotherineverhad,

bythewayididn'thavetheintentions

oftellinganyonemyhusbandwas

cheatingjustyet.Theeldershadalso

saidthatawifedealswithher

husbandinprivatebeforeseekingthe

outsidehelpandyesiwasdefinitely

readytodealwithmyhusband's

infidelity.

Me:(smiled)Dumelang,iwasjust

checkingifKengotZane

Her:Heishere,canigivehimthe



phone?

Me:Ohnoitsokay.

Her:Alrightmygirl,bye

Me:Bye

Ihungupandsetthetabletheni

wentforabathifthereissomething

annoyingaboutbeingcheatedwhen

you'repregnantisbecausethereis

lessfearonyourman'ssideandmen

alwaysknowwivesgivethemthe

"silenttreatment"whichpretty

doesn'tmakethempayforwhatthey

didbecauseeventuallyhemakesyou

smileandyouforgetallabouthis



nastybehaviour.

Aftertakingabathisatbythe

dressingtableputtingonmymakeup,

yesitwasintheeveningbutiwanted

himtoseemethatway.Ithengotmy

laptopandwaitedforthembytyping

afewthingsicoulddotogetmy

flowershoprunning,seeifAmantle

wasgoingtofiremeineededa

backupplan.

Afewminuteslateriheardthecar

parkingandtheyclosedthedoors

chatting,itookadeepbreathburying



mypainasZaneranthroughthedoor

andjumpedonme,ipickedhimup

andkissedhim...

Me:Heybuddy,imissedyou

Zane:Imissedyoutoo

Me:Haveaseatandeat...

Iputhimonhisseatandclosedthe

laptopasKenwalkedoverwiththea

guiltylook,heleanedoverandkissed

meexpectingmetoturnmyheadbut

ireachedforhisjawandkissedhim

back...



Ken:Hey

Me:Hey,haveaseat...thefoodisstill

warm

Hepulledachairanduncoveredhis

foodthenhelookedatme

suspiciouslyitookhisfoodandgave

himmine...

Ken:(chuckled)Ididn'tevensay

anything

Me:Youdidn'thaveto

Zane:Wedidn'tpray



Me:YourturntoprayZane.

Wejoinedourhandsandclosedour

eyes...

Zane:GodblessourfoodAmen

Both:Amen

Weallbegunasweexchangedlooks

atthetable,istillcouldn'tbelievehe

sleptwithherandhekeptpausingto

eatandrubbinghisfacebuthe

wasn'tsurewhattosaysohewould

thencontinuetoeat.



IlaterbathedZanebeforelayinghim

onhisbedthenisteppedoutto

cleanthebathtub,whenigotbackhe

wasalreadyasleepsoipulledhis

blanketsoverandswitchedoffthe

lights.Itwasalittleafter8...

Iwalkedbacktothekitchentodothe

dishesbutKenwasalreadycleaning,

hecleanedsomucheventhefridge

wassparkling.Iwentbacktothe

livingroomandpickedthetoys,the

wholehousewasawkward,wedidn't

knowhowtotalktooneanother



withouttriggeringanargument.

Iswitchedoffthelightsandwentto

bed,Minuteslaterhewalkedin

smellingfreshfromtheshowerthen

hesatontheedgeofthebedburied

hisheadonthewhitetowelhewas

holding..

Ken:(softly)Babecanwetalk?

Me:AboutwhatKen?

Ken:whathappenedthismorning.

Me:Ithoughtwetalkedaboutit.

Ken:Thereissomethingiwantto



say...

Me:Okay,sayit

Ken:Turnaroundandfaceme...

Me:I'mcomfortablethisway...

Hestoodupandwalkedalltheway

aroundthebedandsquattedonmy

sideofthebedputtinghishandon

mycheeklookinginmyeyesasi

lookedathis....

Ken:Whydidyouforgivemesoeasy?

Me:Whatdidyouwantmetodo?

Ken:idon'tknow,punishmeor



something...Whatareyouplanning

todo?

Me:I'mnotplanninganythingKen,

whatcanido?I'mpregnantandmy

husbandisn'tattractedtome

anymore,whatdoyouexpectmeto

do?

Ken:Whatcanidotomakeitupto

you?

Me:Let'snottalkaboutit,thatwayi

canconvincemyselfididn'tseeyou

sleepingwithanotherwomanbutjust

knowthatI'mnotgoingtohavesex

withyouuntilyouhavegoneforan

HIVtestwhichisuselessbecauseit



doesn'tgivetheSTDresultssowe

arenotgoingtohavesexatalluntili

givebirthunlessweuseprotect

becausewenaomonnawabasadi

bothemoMaun.

Ken:Butiusedprotection,ieven

removeditileotsena

Me:Ididn'tseethat

Ken:Becauseyouwereangrybutit

wasthere,ourchaletshavecondoms

youknowthat!

Me:Kennaidon'ttrustyou

Ken:(chuckled)SomynameisKenna

now?

Me:Isn'tthatwhatyourparents



calledyoukanagakeabalasenteID

yagago?

Ken:(chuckled)Iknewyouwerestill

angryatme,iknewitwastoogood

tobetruesowhatareyougoingto

do?

Me:Canipleasegetsomesleep?I'm

exhausted.

Ken:Iloveyou

Me:Youhaven'tprovedit.

Ken:(sighed)Thiswillneverend,

goodnight

Hegotupandswitchedoffthelights



thenhegotinbedandfacedthe

otherway....

Ken:Whatevershityou'replanningto

doasrevengekeepyourlegscrossed

becauseifyoufuckaroundandinfect

mychildbecauseI'dpunishyou...

Iturnedaroundandpunchedhimon

thefacethenheturnedaround

grabbingbothofmyhandsasi

kickedhimonthestomach,hefelloff

thebedandswitchedonthelights...

Ken:Youpunchedmeontheeye



Me:(angrily)Don'tthreatenmeo

robetseAmantleautwa?Haelenna

lewenayoochitilengkemang?

Ken:Maybeiwouldn'thavehadyou

donewhatyouweresupposedtodo,

whatdidyouexpectmetodo?

TearsfilledmyeyesandIslidoverto

kickhimonthestomach,hegrabbed

myfootandturnedmearound

lockinghisarmsaroundmy

shouldersandbehindmyneckasi

criedwithmyfaceonthepillow...

Ken:Babeifyoucontinuepunching



meI'mgoingtoslapyouandI'mnot

kidding,don'teverputyourhandson

meorelseI'llpunishyouforthat,I'll

closeyouintheclosetfor3dayswa

lebalaakere?Letthisbethelasttime

youhitmeespeciallyonmyface,I

knowyou'reangryandI'msorrybut

hittingmewon'tmakeyoufeelbetter,

ifitworkedyouwouldbeokayby

now.

Me:Kenwampolaantogela

Ken:I'mreleasingyoubutifyouhit

mekeagobetsaontseolepregnant

becausekeaitsekongwanakea

lengtengallihavetodoistoavoid

that,don'tmakemedothisbecause



I'malreadyfeelingbadforcheating

onyou.Iknowyouwon'tbelieveme

whenisayijustwantedsexfromher

becauselonalehaversexwith

peopleyouhavefeelingsforbutidid

itbecauseiknewshewouldn'tsayno

Me:Karewampolaantese!

HereleasedmeandIsatonthebed

cryingthenhegrabbedapillowand

openedthewardrobelookingfora

duvet....

Ken:I'mgoingtosleeponthecouch,i

can'tdealwithyourtantrums.Had



anyonetoldmethisisthenonsensei

havetoputupwithiwouldn'thave

impregnatedyou,you'rechildishand

yourtantrumsaren'tmakingyouany

cuter

Me:(crying)YouthinkI'mthrowing

tantrums?Didn'titellyoutoleavethe

issuealoneandyoukeptpokingme

untilyougotareaction

Ken:(turnedaround)Isitimpossible

foryoutotalkwithouthittingmeor

crying?Wouldyoubeokayifihityou

forcheating?

Me:You'reluckyididn'tslashyou

withaknife,haveyouforgottenhowi



gotthescaronmythigh?Youtriedto

killmeandyou'recomplainingabout

awoman'spunch?

Ken:Soshouldihandyoutheknife

too?Whatdoyouwantfromme?I

amamanDidi,you'reawomanget

thatstraight,ifyoufuckupI'mkilling

youthistime.IsleptwithAmantleso

what?Idon'tloveherandidon'twant

her,iloveyouandyou'remywife.I'm

reallygettingsoftnowadaysand

you'retakingadvantageofthat

Me:Thequestioniswhatdoyou

wantfrommeKennabecauseisaidi

forgaveyou,whatelsedoyouwant

fromme?What?ShouldIsuckyour



dicktoo?Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Ididn'twantthis?Arguingonthe

middleofthenightlikethis....Thiais

whatiwasavoiding,idon'twantto

crylikethisatnightbecause

tomorrowI'mgoingtoworkandyour

girlfriendisgoingtorejoiceseeing

mewithswolleneyesisthatwhat

youwant?Bonatsamaya...Takethe

duvetandapillow,gosleeponthe

couch.Iguessthat'swhatigetfor

gettingpregnant.I'lldealwiththis

pregnancyalone,ididwithZaneican

doitagainwithher.Goandsleep

alonesoyoucanchatwithyour

girlfriend.Ijustwishyoucouldhave



stoppedtheweddinginsteadof

gettingmeintothisknowingverywell

thatyouwanttosleepwithher.

Heputtheduvetbackandclosedthe

doorsthenhesighedandcrawledon

thebed,hehuggedmewhileicried

tryingtopushhimoffbutheheldme

tightlyuntililaidtherecryingonhis

shoulder...

Me:Goandsleep

Ken:Thatwasamistake,I'msorry.I

justwishwecouldcommunicate

becauseidon'tbuythisforgiveness



Me:Soishouldn'tforgiveyou?

Ken:That'snotwhatI'msaying,

maybetheproblemismeididn't

knowitwaspossibletoforgive

cheatingthateasybecauseI'dkillyou

ifyoucheatonme,ishouldbe

gratefulandiam....I'msorry...(he

rubbedmytearsagainandkissedme

beforehuggingmeagain.I'msorry....

Afewminutespassedwhileilaidon

hischestandhemassagedmyscalp

leaningagainstthewall...

Ken:CanweplayMonopoly?



Me:Ineedtogetsomesleep,

tomorrowI'mgoingtowork...

Ken:Canimassageyourfeetuntil

youfallasleep?

Me:Okay...

Hegotthelotionandsatattheend

ofthebedmassagingmyfeetuntili

dozedoff....

AtLolo'shouse....

Laterthatnightjustafterlightsout

Calvinswitchedhislightonandlaid



onhisbacktextingwithTina...

Tina:I'mreallysorryaboutyourmom

andgranny.

Calvin:It'slife,assoontheschools

openI'mgoingtoaskmyteacherifi

cansitforfinalexamswiththefinal

yearstudents.I'llgetallthe

necessarynotesfromthemand

catchup

Tina:Itrustyoutopassandevenif

youfailitwouldbewithB'swhichis

enoughright?

Calvin:No,iwantA'sbecauseihave

tobeinthetoparchiverssoicango



studyabroad.

Tina:Istilltrustyou. I'msolonely

withoutyou.Imissyou

Calvin:Imissyoutoo,nowweare

goingtohaveaproblemofdistance.

Tina:Butwearenotthatfarapartit's

ataxiaway.

Calvin:Iknowbutiwasusedto

gettingagoodnightkissbythefence

everynight.

Tina:LOLiknow.

Calvin:Goodnight

Tina:Goodnight



Heputhisphoneontheheadboard

andreachedforhisnovelthenhe

openedtothefoldedpageand

continuedreading,thedooropened

slowlythenMayawalkedinhershort

pyjamasandloosevestshowingher

tits.

Calvinclosedhisnovelandfrowned

lookingatherasshequietlyclosed

thedoorandwalkedoverthenshe

gotundermovingcloserlyingnextto

him,hegotupandclosedthebook...

Calvin:(whispered)Whatareyou



doing?

Maya:(slowlytouchinghisdick)Ijust

thoughtyoumightneedsupportafter

buryingyourmomandbeing

displacedandstuff.

Calvin:(grabbedherhand)Stop,

You'remycousin

Maya:Notbiologically

Calvin:Canyougetoutbeforeauntie

comesinhereandblamesmeforthe

wholething,pleasego.

Maya:Carlcomeon...Don'tbeababy

Calvin:(angrilywhisperedstanding

up)Mayastop,stop...Tinaisyour

friend!



Maya:Shedoesn'thavetoknow

Calvin:Aren'tyouavirgin?

Maya:No...

Shepulledouthervestandremained

withherbreastspointingatathim

thenheturnedaround...

Calvin:OhmyGod,I'mgoingtothe

livingroom

Maya:IfwalkoutI'mscreaming

Hepausedandlookedather...



Maya:Iknowyouneedmymomto

helpyoursiblingsandyoudon'thave

achoice,it'seithermymomorthey

starvetodeathormayberelatives

takeeachofthemandtheygrow

apart.Iknowyoudon'twantthatfor

them

Calvin:(swallowedlookingather)So

you'regoingtoforceme?

Maya:I'mnotforcing,I'maskingyou

tochoosebetweenmymomhelping

yoursiblingsormovingbacktothat

yardwheretherearenolocksorfood.

Youknowthesituationmymom

foundyouguysin.Mymomwashed

allofyou,youhavethishaircut



becauseofmymother'smoney,

theseboxers,everythingyouownis

ourmoney

Calvin:ButIfwegetcaughtshe

mightchasemeout,whereami

goingtogo?

Maya:Howwouldwegetcaught?

Whoisgoingtoknow?

HesighedfrustratedlythenMaya

kneltbeforehimandtookouthisD

strokingit,Calvinpulledherupand

kissedhertouchingeggsizetítsthen

heflippedherdownandgotontopof

herpullingouthershorts...



Calvin:(whispered)Condomekae?

Maya:Idon'thaveCondom

Calvin:(gotoffher)I'mnothaving

sexwithyougosenaCondom

Maya:I'llgetpillstomorrow

Calvin:Whatpills?

Maya:Emergencypreventionpillske

P45atthepharmacy

Calvin:Idon'tknowyourHIVstatus

Maya:I'mnegative

Calvin:I'mnothavingunprotected

sexwithyoukesaitseyourHIV

status,kidsyoungerthanyouhave



HIVI'mnotstupidandyou'resexually

activewhatifyouhaveSTD,I'mnot

havingsexwithyougosenaCondom

Maya:Sokidsyoungerthanmeyou

meanBaby?Soyouthinkeverygirl

hasHIV?

Calvin:ThisisnotaboutBaby,don't

involveherinthis,I'mnothavingsex

withyou.

InLolo'sroom....

MeanwhileLololaidonherback

readingaFacebookdiarytearfully,

shewentthroughthecommentsand



laughedatsomecommentsthenshe

pausedasshethoughtsheheard

arguing.

Sheputthephonedownandgotoff

thebedputtingonhernightdress

thenshequietlyapproachedthedoor,

shecouldn'tquiteunderstandwhat

wasbeingsaidbutCalvinwasclearly

gettingangryandtheothervoice

soundedlikeMaya's.Sheopenedthe

doorandwalkedinCalvinontopof

herdaughter,shecoveredhermouth

ashejumpedoffMaya.Panickedshe

coveredherfacecryingasLolo

hurriedinandslappedDiboyswho



turnedaroundblocking...

Lolo:(angrily)Whatareyoudoing?

Diboys'sheartpoundedsohardit

chokedhimfailingtospeakasMaya

continuedcrying,Lolohandedher

clothesandhuggedher...

Lolo:What'sgoingon?

Maya:(crying)Heaskedmetocome

inforachatandthenextthinghe

wasundressingmeandforcing

himselfonme



Calvin'seyestearedupashestoodat

thecornerputtingonhisshorts,Baby

andSetsanarushedintheroomand

stoodatthedoorwatching...

Lolo:(angrily)Ibringyouinmyhouse

andyoumolestmydaughters?Do

youalsodothesetoyourlittlesisters?

Setsana:(tearfully)Diboysnever

touchesus

Lolo:Gotoyourroomsrightnow,I'm

callingthepolice...Go!



SetsanatearfullyhuggedDiboys

crying...

Setsana:Don'tcallthepolicewewill

leaveandgobackhome...(crying)

Pleaseauntie.Wewillreturnyour

clothesandtoys,don'tcallthepolice.

I'msorrythathetouched

her...(tearfullylookedupathim)

Diboysapologise!

Calvin:(shakyvoice)I'msorry....

Lolo:Ican'tbelievethiswaitse....I'm

callingthepolice,you'llexplainto

themwhatyouweredoingtoher.



Shesteppedouttoherroomas

Calvinslowlysatatthecornersilently

praying,Setsanasatonthebednext

toMaya...

Setsana:(cryingputtingherlittlearm

aroundher)MayapleaseI'msorry,

tellyourmomtoforgivehim.I'lldo

thedishesuntilI'mgrown,I'llclean

theroomsanddoallyourchores.

PleaseI'mbeggingyou.Ialreadylost

mymamalemmamaican'tlosehim

too.

Calvin:(sniffedcryingsilently)

Setsanamphaphoneyamekotase



gamosamo

Setsanahandeditoverthenhedialed

Tina...

Tina:Hey

Calvin:TinaI'mgoingtogetarrested

butididn'tdowhatthey'reaccusing

meofdoing.I'mjustsorrybecauseI

knowit'sgoingtohurtyouwhenyou

hearwhatit'saboutandmaybeyou

won'tbelievemebutiloveyouand

I'veneverloveanyoneelseexcept

you.Iguessiwon'tbeadoctor

anymoreandI'llunderstandifiwalk



outofprison7yearslaterandfind

youmarriedwithkids.I'msorry.

Hehungupandswitchedoffhis

phonethenhedroppeditonthefloor

andputonhisclothesasLolowalked

intheroomtalkingtothepolice...

Calvin:SetsanaagotsosamoKato

kebuelebone

Lolo:(angrily)Whatareyoutalkingto

themabout?WaitseDiboysinever

thoughtyoucouldrapemychildren

aftereverythingididforyouamd

yoursiblings...I'mshocked



Calvin:Mayaistheonewhocamein

andundressedherself,ididn't-

Lolo:(angrilyslappedhim)Don'tyou

trytoblameher,whatdidyoudo

whenshedidthat?Assumingby

somemiracleibelieveyou?

Setsana:Auntiepleaseforgivehim,

justchaseusout.Wewillleaveand

nevercomehere,don'tcallthepolice

please,I'msorry.Forgivehimforus.

Wewillleaveyourhouse.I'msorry.

Baby:(tearfully)Mamaidon'tthink

Calvinwouldrapeher....Hedidn'tdo

it...(lookinginhereyes)Mayadidhe

reallyrapeyou?(tearfully)Ireally



hopeyouarenotlyingbecauserape

isnotajoke,didherapeyou?

MayacontinuedcryingasSetsana

walkedoutcrying,Babyfollowedher

outasCalvinputonhisshoesand

satatthecorner,hissiblingswalked

inrubbingtheirsleepyeyesas

Setsanawalkedbehindthem...

Lolo:(angrily)Whydidyouwakethe

kids?

Calvin:Iwanttotalktothembeforei

leavesothatwhentheywakeupthey

don'twonderwhereiam.



Lolo:(pointed)Gotobed,howcan

youdisturbthechildrenbecauseof

youranimalbehaviour

Calvin:Katotangkwano...

Theywalkedovertohimnowafraid

ofangryLolowhoangrilywalkedpast

themtogowaitforthepolicecar

outsideasthelastbornsaton

Calvin'slap...

Calvin:(swallowedandfakedasmile

playingwiththeyoungestlittle

fingers)Guysthepolicearegoingto

takemeaway...(tearsfilledhiseyes)



Andidon'tknowwhenI'llbebackbut

iwantyoutobenicetoauntie...

(tearsblurredhiseyes)youknowshe

willbuyyouclothesandfood,you

havetobehave.Whenyouwakeup

youcleanthehouseandoutsidetoo.

Don'tmakeamessandyouhaveto

lookoutforeachother..

Setsana:(crying)Diboysno...please

youcan'tleavemewiththekids..

SheranovertoMayawhowassitting

onthebedandkneltbeforeher

rubbingherhandstogethercrying...



Setsana:PleaseI'msorry,canyou

pleasetellyourmumyouforgivehim.

Wewillleaveyourhouseandgoback

toourhouseandyou'llneverseeus

again.Pleasehecan'tgotoprison

thenhewon'tbecomeadoctorand

helpus.PleaseMaya,Diboysandi

hadaplan.Pleasetalktoyourmom...

Mayawalkedoutcryingandclosed

thedoorasBabystoodtherestaring

atDiboyssurroundedbyhissiblings

andthelostlooksontheirfacesthen

shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.



Kato:Didyousteal?

Diboys:No,Mayakissedmeandher

motherthinksikissedherbutguys

that'snotwhatIwanttotalkabout,

canyoupromisemethatyou'regoing

toworkhardsoshedoesn'tgiveyou

away?Don'tfightJunior,ifhecries

forsomethinggiveittohimand

makesurehedoesn'tcrywhenheis

playingwithyou.Alsodon'tbreak

things.Alwayssitinoneplaceandif

youwanttoplayyoudoitoutside

thenyougoandbathbeforesittingin

thehouse.Setsanayouhavetoclean

thehouse,iftheyteachyoutocook

doyourbestanddon'tbestubborn,



justsayyesma'ameachtime.That's

allyouneedtodountilyou'reold

enoughormaybeuntiligetoutof

prison.

Setsana:(crying)Diboyspleasego

andbegauntie,admiteverythingand

tellheryou'lltakeusandleave.

Diboys:AndSetsanayouhavetostop

crying,wedon'thavemamaandI'm

leavingtoothatmeansallthreeof

themarecountingonyou,yours

makingthemcry..

Sherubbedhereyesandthedoor

openedastheyallturnedtearfully...



Baby:(emotionally)Theyarecalling

you

Diboys:Ok..

Hefakedasmileandkissedthelittle

oneandanotherthentheygavehima

grouphugashetearfullysmiled...

Diboys:Don'tdisappointauntie,clean

herhouseandbehaveorelseshe

mightsendyouawayokay?

All:Okay...

Diboys:Iloveyou



Hestoodupandsighedrubbingtheir

heads...

Diboys:Gotobed...

KatotookthemtobedthenSetsana

huggedhimtightlycryingashe

huggedhertearfalling...

Diboys:Whyareyoumakingmecry?

(rubbinghistears)Why?

Setsana:(crying)Ifeelsoalone,we

buriedmamathismorningandnow



you'releavingmealonewiththe

children.I'mscared.Idon'tknow

thesepeople.Diboys:Don'tbescared,

allyouhavetodoisimpressauntie,

workhardaroundhereandyou'll

alwayshavearoofoveryourhead,

clothesandfood.Don'tworryabout

me.I'llbefine.Evenifileaveprison

after10years,I'llstillwritemyexams

andI'mgoingtobeadoctor,I'm

goingtogiveyouguysagoodliving.

Youjusthavetosufferafewmore

yearsthanwethought.Ihavetogo,

they'rewaiting...

Hehandedherhisphoneandwalked



outasshefollowedhimoutwhere

threepoliceofficersweretalkingto

MayaandLolowhileBaby

suspiciouslyleanedagainstthe

doorframefoldingherarms,Diboys

greetedthemandofferedhiswrists

forthecuffs....

Officer:Nnyaatsenahelakomorago

melaite...

Hepulledhisjeansandjumpedinthe

backofthepolicecarasBabyand

Setsanawatchedstandingatthe

stoop,heheldthebarslookingathis



littlesisterandfakedasmileasif

shecouldseeitthenhemoved

closertothewindow...

Diboys:Rememberwhatisaid

Setsana:(smiledtearfully)Ok

TheothertwoofficersjoinedDiboys

atthebackwhiletheotherdroveoff,

LoloinstructedBabytolockupthen

shefollowedthepolicewithMaya...

Atthepolicestation.....



HourslaterLoloandMayaarrived

fromthehospitalwiththedoctor's

reportandhandedittothepolice

officerinchargeasDiboysquietlysat

onthebench....

Aatilewalkedinandsatnexttothem

lookingatCalvinthenhesuspiciously

lookedatMaya...

Aatile:Mayacanitalktoyou?

Theysteppedasideastheofficers

attachedthedoctorsreport...



Aatile:Didthisboyreallyrapeyou?I

meanhehasalottoloseandidon't

knowhimbutiknowhewouldn'trisk

somuchforthis,areyoulying?

Becauseifyou'reI'mnotgoingto

toleratethatkindofshame.Iknowa

lotofstoriesofgirlsgettingcaught

withboysthenturnaroundand

accusetheboyofusingforce.Are

youlying?

Maya:(noddedlookingdown)No...

Aatile:Ihopesobecauseyou're

abouttochangethedirectionofhis

lifeanditwouldn'tbefairifyou



turnedaround5yearslatersaying

youwerelying.Iactuallyreadastory

aboutawomanwhowenttojailfor

lyingaboutrape,sheevenhadababy

inprison.

Maya:I'mnotlying.

Aatile:let'sgo...

Theywalkedbackinside....

Officer:(toDiboys)Eepapa....Eh

Calvin.Wearegoingtoputyouthis

sidewhilewearedoingour

investigationsautwapapa?



Calvin:Ehrra

Officer:Thedoctor'sreportshows

penetrationhappenedlehagosupa

eselanthasengwesoneosedirileka

legoganyetsagaoganyetse.(to

anotherofficer)Zibo?Motsenyeko

hantwanalehitshwanakahareta

mmonakamoso....

TheofficerescortedCalvintothe

holdingcells.....

AtStarKids....



Thenextmorningitookadeep

breathwalkingacrossthereception

asthereceptionistleanedtogether

whisperingandgiggledbutikept

walkinglikeiwasn'taware.

Itriedtounlockthedoorbutitwas

alreadyopensoiwalkedinandfound

Amantlesmartlydressedsittingon

mychairwithherlegscrossedasshe

smiledatme.

Amantle:Goodmorning...

Me:Goodmorning...

Amantle:(slidovertheenvelope)I



thoughtI'ddoyouthehonours

Iopenedtheletterandreadittheni

lookedatherasshepressedher

smartphone...

Me:You'regivingmenotice?Whyare

youfiringme?

Amantle:Youalwayscametowork

late

Me:Inevercometoworklate

Amantle:Listenhereidon'thavetime

toexplainmyselftoyou,ifiwasyou

I'dusethisopportunitytofind



anotherjobbecauseyourdayson

thisofficearenumbered.

Herphonerangthenshepickedand

putitonspeakerphone...

Amantle:Babe

Ken:Wareng?

Amantle:Notmuch

Ken:Listen...(clearedhisthroat)Can

wepausethiswholethingandletthe

dustsettle?Sheispregnantandi

don'twanttolosemybaby.

Amantle:(lookingatme)Iknowbabe



Ken:Anddon'tactupinfrontofher,i

don'tneeddrama.Ineedherto

delivermybabyandthenwecanbe

together,Iloveyouokay?

Amantle:Iloveyoutoo,arewehaving

lunchtoday?

Ken:Definitely,comeJan...

Amantle:Youweresogreat

yesterday

Ken:(laughed)Ihaven'thadapussy

thatgoodinawhilethat'swhyi

couldn'tdelaythefirstround.Wena

monnagaochenje

Amantle:(laughed)Watsenwathe

Kennyija,shap



Ken:(laughed)Themmaoska

mbreakerpelogape,totaAmantle

waitsegorekeagorata?

Amantle:Iknowbabe,don'tworry

aboutthat.Wearegrownthatstage.

Youalmostgavemeaheartattackat

thewedding,waitsepeloyamekeha

elebothoko

Ken:(laughed)Iwasstillpissed,sorry

autwa?

Amantle:(laughed)Mm...Bye

Ken:Bye

Shehungupandsmiledatmeasi

swallowedlookingather...



Amantle:KeamotsayaKennnana

autwa?Otaabatayomongwe,yoke

wame.

Shewalkedpastmeandclosedthe

doorthenisatdownrubbedoffmy

tears,iadjustedmyweddingringand

continuedworking.....

SEVENMONTHSLATER.......

[9/3,11:59PM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴87



AtMaunmagistrateCourt.....

Thesunnymorningseemedtobe

goingslowforTinaassheanxiously

waitedoutsidewithherschoolmates

allsittingonthepavementintheir

schooluniform...

Tina:(stoodup)They'retakingtoo

long...

Friend:Relax...

Thedoorsfinallyopenedandthe



socialworkerwalkedoutwithCalvin

behindher,assoonashelookedon

theothersidehisfacelitupasTina

chattedwithherfriendsintheir

privateschooluniform,therewas5

ofthem.OneChinese,Indianandtwo

Batswana.

TheChinesegirltappedTina's

shoulderandshejumped,they

laughedathertakingavideoofas

sherantowardsCalvinandjumped

onhimtearfullyalmosttrippinghim

downbuthebalancedhimselfand

liftedheruplaughing....



Calvin:(smiled)Thisuniformlooks

sosexyonyou...Whatareyoudoing

here?Shouldn'tyoubeinclass?

Tina:Pleasetellmewhattheysaid,

wewantedtogetinbuttheysaid

sinceyou'rebothunder18noone

wasallowedtogetinexceptparents

andsocialworkers.Whathappened?

Calvin:Ihavebeenacquitted...They

dismissedthecasebecausethe

semenfoundinherrapekitisn'tmine,

themagistratesaidtherewaslackof

evidenceandMayadoesn'tsound

convincing.



Tina:(kissedhimallover)Iloveyou,i

loveyou,Ilove

Helaughedstillcarryingherasafew

peoplesteppedoutofcourt...

Calvin:Areyougoingtogetdownor

justremaininmyarmsuntilI'mtired...

Shehoppeddownsmilinglikealittle

girlandjumpedsignallingherfriends

whocameoverstillholdingtheir

phonerecordingthem...



Chinese:(tuckedherhairbehindher

ear)Um....Sohereweareguys,the

convictisoutofprisonandthe

moronwhohasbeenfailingis

smiling,maybehermarkswillpick....

Uhkisssmosadi

Calvin:(laughed)Didshejustcallyou

mosadi?

Chinese:(theyalllaughed)Umnot

mosadi,chery....Calvinkisscheri

yago

Calvin:Don'tbeproud,they're

teachingyoubadlanguage,you

soundlikeyou'refromthestreets

Chinese:Surelaiteka



Theyallburstedintolaugherasthe

socialworkerapproached...

Socialworker:Carlyou'resupposed

tosignsomepapersoverthere,let's

go...

Calvin:(huggedTinaonelasttime)I'll

berightback....

Hewalkedawaywiththesocial

workerasTinajumpedwithawide

smileonherfacethenherfriends

gaveherahug.



Aatileangrilywalkedoutfollowedby

MayaandLolo.....

Lolo:Aatilecanyounotdothis

Aatile:(angrily)Didn'titellyousheis

lying?(toher)Whosesemenwas

foundinyourvagina?

Lolo:(stoodinfrontofMaya)ican't

believeyoucalledhervagina,what's

wrongwithyou?Iwalkedinbeforehe

couldejaculatesoofcourseitwo-

Aatile:You'rewhat'swrongwithme,

bothofyou.Don'tyoufindit

sickeningthatshehadsexbefore



thisallegedrape?Unprotectedsex

forthatmatter....Mayaicannot

believeyousatincourtandlied,

almostsendinganinnocentboyto

prison.Iftherewasn'tanyDNA

testingdonehewouldhavebeenin

jail.Hespenttimeinprisonandeven

whenhewasoutonbailyoustill

didn'tsayohdaddyilied.Ican't

believeiwastedsomuchenergyand

moneytoraisetrash.

Therewassilenceasheturnedand

walkedaway,Tinaandherfriend's

foldedtheirarmswithattitudes

lookingatherasshefollowedher



mothercrying....

MinuteslaterCalvinwalkedout

foldingadocumentandsmiled

huggingTina...

Socialworker:I'mgoingtocallyou

tomorrowsowecantalkaboutthe

boardmaster'sresponse,the

magistrateorderedthatyoube

placedinboardingschool.

Calvin:Thankyou.

Socialworker:I'lltalktoyouraunt,

shedoesn'tseemhappywiththe

magistrate'sdecisionmaybeshewill



troubl-

Calvin:That'snotnecessary,icango

home.Mymotherhasaoneroom

andmygrandmotherhad2rooms.

Thereiselectricityandwater.I'llbe

fine.

Socialworker:Okay,anddon'tmiss

yourcounsellingsession.

Calvin:Iwon't,ijustwanttogohome

andfixmybedthengetstartedon

mybooksbecauseimanagedto

registersoI'msittingforthefinal

examsthisyear.

SocialWorker:Aboutthat,aren'tyou

behind?



Calvin:No,Tinabroughtmethe

syllabusesandnotesfromallmy

teacherssoihadallthetimetoread

juvi,itwasn'tthatbad.Ididn'tinteract,

iwasalwaysstudying.

SocialWorker:(smiled)Iloveyou

wenadon'tdisappointwaimisaTina

owagago.

Calvin:(laughed)Sheisavirgin

Tina:(laughed)Pregnancyme?Nah,i

wanttotrysexinUK

SocialWorker:(laughed)ifyouneed

birthcontrolyouknowtheclinicor

myoffice,Idon'tbuythisUK

nonsense(theybothlaughed)



Teenagersliealot...

Both:(laughed)Aoma'am....

Socialworker:(laughed)Don't

celebratewithsextonight,goreada

bookorsomething

Both:(laughed)Eemma

Theyturnedaroundwalkingtowards

Tina'sfriends...

Tina:Iloveyoursocialworker,sheis

socool

Calvin:Sheknowshershit,you

shouldhaveseenherpresentingmy



thingsincourt.Ilovedher,ithinkI'm

crushingonher....Shecouldbemy

sugarmama

Tina:(laughedandpunchedhim)

Nowyou'reabouttobeadmittedin

thehospital

Calvin:(laughed)I'mkidding

Tina:Iknow,ireallylikeher...IthinkI

shouldtrybeingasocialworker

Calvin:Itwillsuityou,I'mstilla

doctor,ihaven'tdecidedwhatto

specialiseinbutI'madoctor...

Chinese:Yoguyslet'sgoweskipped

lessonsMrCameronisgoingtoput



usindetention

Tina:Carlwehavetogo,ijustwanted

tohearwhatthemagistratesaid

Carl:(huggedher)Alright,seeyou

later

Heliftedherchinupandkissedher

asherfriendssmiledandwooed...

Tina:(laughedandhuggedhim)Shut

upyouguys...

Carl:Iloveyou...

Tina:Iloveyoutoo

All:ByeCarl



Calvin:Byeguys

Theywalkedawayashortdistance

thensherememberedandranback

foranotherhugsecretlyslipping

somethinginhisjacketpocketand

ranback...

Chinese:Wewillneverleave

Tina:Itwasthelasthugyouguys

comeon...

MeanwhileCalvinwalkedalongthe

roadandtookoutwhatevershewas



puttinginthere,heopenedhishand

andunfoldedthenotethenP200fell

down,hepickeditandreadthenote

smiling...

Tina:Dudeidon'tknowwhyyou're

goingthroughshitbutI'mgoing

throughitwithyou,whatever

happensfromhereI'mwithyou.

You'remylife,iknowitscrazytobe

thinkingaboutfamilyatmyagebuti

actuallyhadadreamaboutyou

playingwithourdaughteronthe

swing.Ican'twaituntilitsareality.If

youneedasoftpillowtorestyour

achingheadcallmeandI'llputyour



headonmylapandmassageyour

nerves.Iloveyou...

Hesmiledandtookadeepbreath

walkingalongtheroad...

AtSedi'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningAatileparkednext

tohisparent'sHiluxandwalked

towardsthehouseastheelders

chattedloudly,hebentoverand

greetedeveryonethenhetookaseat

nexttohisfatherwhowasholding

thebabygirl....



Him:Hereyougo...KeMayahela,o

madiabogaletota

Aatile:(smiledatthebaby)Hey

babes...Itsdaddy...

HisfatherhandedSedi'smother

P600...

Him:You'llbuythemothersomething

ifthereisanythingweforgottobring.

Her:Thankyousomuch,youbrought

enoughalready.Thankyou...

Aatile:Sediokae?



Hermother:Sheistakingabath,she

wantstoweanthebabyandstart

lookingforajob

Aatile:Shecan'tdothat,thebabyis

toosmallandworkingdoesn'taffect

breastfeedinginanyway.Sheshould

haveconsultedmetoo,it'smybaby

too

Hermother:Shedidn'tdecide,she

wasconsideringitI'msureshewill

talktoyou

Hismother:Shegaveusabeautiful

granddaughter,ican'twaittokeep

borrowingherkanaMayaistooold.

Sheisjustatroublemakerwemiss



grandchildren

Hermother:Feelfreetogetheronce

sheismatureenoughtobeoutthere,

wehavenoproblemwhatsoever.....

AtZane'sChalets....

Kentypedabusinessproposaland

leanedbackthoughtfullystaringat

thescreenthenAmantlewalkedin

andsmiledasKensmiledrotatinghis

chair,shesatonhislapandleaned

overkissinghimasheputhisarms

aroundherwaists...



Amantle:Imissedyou

Ken:Imissedyoutoo....

Shesliddownandkneltbeforehis

chairunzippinghispantsashe

smiledcaressingherbeautiful

flawlessface....

Ken:Shit...

Amantle:Youlikethat...?

Sheleanedoverandgaggedonitas

Kenbithislipslookingup....



Ken:Fuccccck.....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

Meanwhileilaidonmysidecalling

Ken'sforthe100thtimeastheother

newmothersleftonebyonebeing

pickedbyfamilymembers.Itriedmy

motheragainandshedidn'tanswer,

shehadbeenavoidingmycallsfor

monthsbecausesheknewshehad

tohelpmewithmyfirstchildafter

gettingmarriedanditfrustratedme

becauseiwasalreadydealingwith

Kenneverbeinghomeoranswering



hisphone.

Idialedmymotherinlawand

tearfullylookedatmylittlegirl

peacefullysleepinginherpink

receiver....

Her:Hello?

Me:(shakyvoice)iwasdischargedin

themorningandKenisnot

answeringhisphone.Iwantedhimto

dropmeoffathome

Her:Icandropyouoffatyour

mother'splace,don'tworry.I'llbe

theresoon



Me:Mymotherisn'thelping,I'm

goingtomyhouse

Her:Andyouneversaidanything

aboutthisDidi?Howwillpeoplelook

atmekelekanangwanakakego

lesaoipaabotsetsi?I'malreadywith

Zane,howwoulditbeimpossibleto

helpwiththisone?

Me:Ididn'twanttobotheryou

becauseiknowyou'resupposedto

helponthesecondbaby

Her:No,I'llgetrragweOfanatohelp

memovethingsasidesoicankeep

youherefortwomonthsbogolo.

Me:Ok,I'llwait....



IcontinuedcallingKenuntilhe

answered...

Ken:hello?

Me:Aorra,ilongtoldyouibeen

dischargedinthemorning,it'snow

pastfourintheafternoonandyou

don'tbothercallingmejusttotellme

youchangedyourmindaboutpicking

me?

Ken:Shit,iforgot...(aladygiggledin

thebackgroundandhequicklyplayed

music)Soshouldipickyouor?

Me:Whoareyouwith?



Ken:I'malone

Me:Soyou'restillseeingher?

Ken:BonaDidiweeIaskedyouifI

shouldpickyouornotbutifyouwant

totalkaboutthesepointlessthings

letmeknowsoicansavemyairtime,

ibileeripotilegoshapo

Me:I'mtheonewhocalledyoubutok,

bye..

Hehungupbeforeicouldevenhang

upanditbrokemyhearttopieces,

lookingatthebabymadethetears

worseandthemotheronthenext

bedlookedatmesadly...



Her:Areyouokay?

Me:(rubbedmytears)I'mfine...

Iwantedtosharewithsomeonewhat

Kenhadbeenuptobuttheniwas

afraidmaybeitwoulddestroymy

marriagebecauseapparentlyagood

wifedoesn'ttalkaboutherhusband

withanyone.

Insteaditookpicturesofhis

daughterandsentthemhoping

maybewewouldhavesomething

positivetodiscussbuthereplied.



Ken:(text)Thanks,imakebeautiful

daughters.

Me:Imissyoubabe,Iwishyouwere

heresowecanenjoythismoment

together

Ken:Yeah,I'mstillbusywiththenew

construction

Me:SoyoutookAmantle'smoney

andpartneredwithher?

Ken:It'sjustabusinessmove,there

isnothinggoingonbetweenus.

Me:Butisaidiwasn'tcomfortable

withit



Ken:Yeahbutyou'renotworkingor

payinganybills,yourflowersdiedso

whileoneofusisspendinganother

hastoprovide.Ican'tsitalltodayke

golebilemomathongDidi.Ihaveto

provideformykids.

Me:Ok,iunderstand.Ihopenothing

happensbetweenyoutwo

Ken:Yeah,igottogo.Meeting

Me:Bye...

Isighedandputmyphonedown...

AtMrsDaniel'sHouse....



Laterthateveningmymotherinlaw

bathedthebabywhileilaidmyhead

onthepillowfacingthewall,Ken

hadn'tcalledmesinceicalledhimat

thehospital.Iknewhewaswithher

andbeingstuckinthehousewith

stitchesandababywastheworst

feelingever.Ifeltlikeiwasinprison

andhisresponsesshowedhereally

didn'tcareaboutmyfeelings...

Her:Didi?Didi?

Me:(facingthewalltearfully)Maa?

Her:Areyoucrying?



Me:(swallowed)No

Her:(sheputthebabydown)

Breastfeedher...Youneedtotellme

whatisgoingon

Irubbedmyeyesandlaidonmyside

feedingthebabythenacarstopped

outside.

Hismothercheckedthroughthe

windowandfrowned...

Her:Uhu...Kenokgweetsaehee?

Didyouguysbuyanewcar?



Me:No,what'shedriving?

Her:BMWewhiteoh...

(disappointedly)heiswithsomeone,

nevermind...

Shesatdownandcontinuedtidying

theroom...

Me:Whoishewith?

Her:Thisevilwomanofhis,nnatota

gakeitsegoregatweOfanaarea

tweng.Thisisthesamewomanhe

triedtokillhimselfforasenasepea

sialetsalayagagwe.Tsalayagagwe

helaDaleyoogoletsengmomathong



ame...

Weheardthemwalkinginand

chattingthenheknockedonOtlhe's

door...

Ken:Otlhe?GatweompheAvonpack

Otlhe:Coming!

***

Hiatusmother:Doesheevenknow

you'rehere?

Me:No,wehaven'ttalkedsinceileft

thehospital



Her:Gakeitsegoregatwejaanong

haatisammeyohaareronarereng...

Me:Otlhesawmecomingandshe

couldhavetoldhimnottocomewith

herbutshedoesn'tseeanywrong

withit.Ican'tsayanythingbecause

hedidn'tevenbringhertoour

house.....

Islowlygotupgrinningasmy

stitchestightenedhurtingme,the

injectionwasslowlywearingoffand

thepainofdeliveringwasnowaching

outthewholeofmyvulvaasIslowly

walkedout...



Her:canyoupleasesitdownotswe

mogoKenlebasadibagagwe,le

wenajaanongoipiletsastress..

Me:(heartpounding)Ijustwantto

talktohim...

AsiwalkedoutthepassageandKen

wasleaningoverherwhileshesaton

thecouchreceivingakissfromhim,

Otlhebumpedonmeholdingher

Avonproductsandthepainwas

unbearable,itfeltasifmywhole

vulvawasfallingdownasitthrobbed

massively...



Otlhe:Sorryhoomma...

Isupportedmyselfwiththewallas

Kenturnedandlookedatmeabit

surprised...

Ken:Hey,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Whatisshedoinghere?

AmantleandOtlhelaughedand

partedthenshegrabbedhisarm...

Amantle:AreyebabeI'mdonewith



whatIcamefor

Me:Kenwhat'sgoingon?

Ken:I'llcallyou

Me:Gaobatelegobonangwana?

Ken:Ialreadysawheronthepictures

akeregapeI'llcometomorrow,we

aredoingbusinessit'snotpersonal

Me:(tearfully)Canyounotdothis?

Ken:Tsamayakongwanengkerileke

taaletsa,I'mbusy

Hewalkedawayandifollowedhim

thistimeunawareiwasstressingmy

stitches,Amantlepushedmebackas



soonasigrabbedhist-shirt...

Me:Amantledon'ttouchmebecause

I'mnottalkingtoyou,I'mholdinghim

notyou

Ken:(pushingmyhandasigrabbed

hist-shirt)Didintogela...(annoyed)

kantewareobataeng?Didn'tItell

youI'mworking?

Amantle:Reallygirlbuysome

confidence,prideorsomethingifyou

weren'tbornwithany.Doyouthink

forcinghimwillwork?

Me:(tearfullytoher)Heismarriedfor

Christsake



Amantle:(sigheddismissively)Go

backtothebaby

Ken:Amantlethat'senough,gowait

inthecar.I'mcomingup

Shewalkedoutandicoveredmyface

cryingashefixedhist-shirt...

Ken:Ihavetogo...

Me:(crying)Kenpleasedon'tdothis,

babewearemarried...Wehavea

newbaby,don'tletherinfluenceyou

likethis...

Ken:I'mnotwithherandyou'restill



mywife,youjustneedtoactlikea

wifeandstopdoingallthesechildish

things,youdon'thavetobedragging

mearoundlikethis.I'mworking.

Hismotherwalkedin...

Her:(angrily)Ofanawaboodira

mogotwengengmo?Shoulditell

yourfatherwhenhegetshomewith

Zanegoreolathilelaapaosiale

mmeyole?

Ken:Whatdididonow?Amantleis

mybusinesspartner,Didiishaving

babiesandsomeonehastosupport



themsincesheisdoingnothingto

bringmoneyhomeorshouldIalso

stayhome?

Her:Kegoreotsenwekeeng?

Ken:(sighed)Ihavetogo..

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout

asiburstedintotearspullinghist-

shirtbuthepushedmyhandand

walkedoutanyway,hismotherpulled

metoherchestclosingthedoorasi

criedloudly.....

Me:(screaming)Ken??Ken??



Icouldfeelmyselflosingit,iwasn't

evenafraidtocryinfrontofhis

motherasIscreamedsoloudmy

headachedandwhentheydroveoff

itwaslikehewastakingeverybreath

withhim;icriedsobadicouldn't

breathandcoughedalmostvomiting

onthefloor....

MaDaniel:Thebabyiscrying,areye

wagoamusangwana...........

Don'tforgettoLike,nextinsert

followsat11pmtonight...



*

*

*

*

*
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AtAmantle'sHouse....

LaterthatnightAmantlepouredwine

intwoglassesandansweredher

vibratingphone...

Amantle:Himama?

Her:Jansaysshemissesyou,ke

gorewenawateonnelengwanahela

givingherattention?

Amantle:Mamabathong,Janisold

enoughtobreathonherown.Give

hermylaptopsoshecanwatch



videosonYouTube.I'llcalltomorrow.

Bye

Her:(sighed)Hae....Bye

Shepickedthetwoglassesand

walkedtowardsthecouchinhersexy

stylishlingeriesexilyswinginghipto

hipthenshehandedhimtheother

andsatonthecouchkissinghim.....

Amantle:Comeon....Stopfeelingbad

already,yousaidshecheatedonyou

sowhyareyoufeelingguilty?She

sleptwithyourbrotherandactually

madeyoukillhim.That'salotof



burdentocarry

Ken:(sighed)IknowbutI'venever

seenhercrylikethatbefore...Fuck!

Hesippedthewineandputitdown

thenhestoodup...

Ken:Ineedasmoke,let'sgotothe

balcony..

Amantle:Thoughtyouquit

Ken:YeahbutI'medgy...

Hereachedforhisjacketand

grabbedhisnewpackandalighter



thenshefollowedhimtothebalcony

wheresheputtheglassesonthe

edgeandleanedagainstthewall

staringathimashelitthecigarette

withalighterandputitoutblowing

somesmoke...

Amantle:Doyouloveher?

Ken:Notreallynobutshewasalittle-

Amantle:Dramaticthat'swhatshe

was,what'sshedoingatyour

mother'shouseanyway?

Ken:Idon'tknow...Canwenottalk

abouther?It'sfuckingdepressing...



Hedroppedthecigaretteand

stompedonitthenhepulledher

waistoverandkissedherliftingher

asshehoppedonhimthenhewalked

insideholdingherroundbottom,he

slidtheglassdoorandtossedheron

thebedthenhelayonherkissingher

asshekissedhisneckcaressinghis

body....

Ken:(muttered)Fuckimissedthis....

Amantle:(moaning)Iknowbabetake

it...

Hemoveddownherbodyandspread



herlegsapartthenheleanedover

lickinguponesideofherlipsand

downtheotherdrivinghercrazy

listeningtohermoans.

Amantle:(turnedhereyes)Ohhhh

Hemovedhistonguetotheopening

ofherkukuslidinghistongueinas

farashecouldgo,slidingitinand

outwhilelisteningtohererotic

moans,shegrabbedhishead

pushinghimdeeperandclosedher

eyesbitingherlip....



Amantle:(softly)OhI'mkeepingyou,

you'renotgoingbacktoher....You're

mine....Doyouhearme?

Ken:Yeah...

Hecrawledupandkissedherwith

thesweetsmellofherjuicesand

filledherupastheybothwentupin

flamesofasteamyhotromance....

AtMaDaniel'shouse....

Meanwhileilaidonthemattresswith

thekidseachonmysideasthey



peacefullyslept,itwasabitlate

around10pmandthelightswereout

buticouldstillhearmyin-laws

talkingintheirbedroom,thoughit

wasn'taudibleIcouldtellshewas

lettinghimknowaboutwhathisson

hadbeenupto....

IwascuriousaboutwhatKenwas

doingthoughiknewitwouldhurtme

andididn'twanttolovehimbutidid,

icouldn'tbebraveenoughtosayI'm

donebecausehewasalliwanted...

ItappedonWhatsAppandstaredat



Amantle'sdisplaypicture,itwasa

pictureofherandKenatthebeach.I

didn'tevenknowhehadbeenoutof

thecountry...

Iclickedonherstatusandwatcheda

slideofKen'spictureswithher.They

werereallyenjoyingthemselvesand

heseemedhappy,knowinghewas

capableofmakingawomanfeellike

shewasinaromanticmovieblurred

mysightastearsdroppedonthe

phone...

Ididn'tknowwhereiwentwrongor



whatihadtodotofixmymarriage,

hehardlyansweredmycallsor

repliedmebutiwasstuckinthe

housewithmyin-lawswhilehewas

outthere.

Idialedhisnumberjusttaking

chancesknowinghemightnot

answer...

Amantle:Yes

Me:(tearfully)Whyareyouanswering

myhusband'sphone?

Amantle:Hebathing,whatdoyou

want?



Me:canipleasetalktohim?

Amantle:Shouldiblockyournumber

orswitchoffthephone?Whatwould

bemoreefficientforyou?Hedoesn't

wantyou.You'reboringhimand

you'rereallynothistype,deepdown

youknowyouruglyassain'tgood

enoughforhim.Nowthatyoujust

poppeda4.6kgbabyibetthatpuss

reacheditselasticlimit,you're

finishedphuma.Ifeelsorryforyou

really,you'reoneofthesesadwives

whowillweararingwhoseowner

lovesanotherwomenthenitsjust

sad.Stopbeggingbecauseheisnot

comingba-



Ken:Hello?(toher)Stopanswering

myphone...(tome)Hello?

Me:Canyoucomeoversowecan

talk?

Ken:It'slate,I'llcometomorrow

Me:Doyoureallyloveme?

Ken:(helaughedandwhispered)

Stopit...waswaba,(laughedrunning

outandslammedthedoorthenhe

clearedhisthroatinanechoroom)

hello?

Me:(tearfully)Ken...What'sgoingon?

Ken:(inaudible)Thereissomethingi

havetotell



Me:Thereistoomuchecho,ican

hardlyhearyou.Areyouinthe

bathroom?

Ken:I'mgettingout...(audible)can

youhearme?

Me:Yes..

Ken:(hewalkedinthegarageandsat

inthecar)Thereissomethingihave

totellyou

Me:Ok

Ken:Ilostinterestinyou,I'mnot

attractedtoyouandI'vebeentrying

tokeepthisgoingforawhilejust

becauseididn'twantyoutohavea

miscarriageso...



Me:Whatareyousaying?

Ken:Iwantadivorceandeveryoneis

leavingwithwhattheycamewith.My

business,houseandcarareminele

wenahelajalosoitshouldbeafast

divorcebecausethereisnoproperty

contending.

Me:(atearrandownmychick)Ken

Ken:(sighedfrustratedlyandleaned

hisheadonthesteeringwheel)I'm

sorry...

Me:(rubbedmytears)Didido

somethingwrongorisittheweight?I

don'tunderstand,isn'titsomething

wecouldfix?



Ken:Honestlyilovedyoubecause

therewasnoAmantle,youwerethe

closestthingicouldgettoremind

myselfofherbutsheisherenowand

i...(sighedreluctantly)Ifeelnothing

foryou.Kekopahelagoreoskareo

batasepefrommebecauseyou

camewithnothing,I'mkeeping

what'sminelewenakeepyour

garden.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosaybecause

iloveyouandididn'texpectthis.You

haven'tevengivenmeachanceto

loveyoumaybeyou'lllovememore

thanyouloveher.

Ken:Idon'twanttobeoneofthese



guyswhodragsalongawomanfor

nothing,it'senoughthatiliedand

pretendedtoloveyouforthepast

sevenmonthsbutnowiwantyouto

gooutthereanddowhatyougotto

do

Me:Goouttherewithwhat?I'm

unemployedwitha1dayoldbaby

anda5yearoldandagardenthat's

notfunctioning.

Ken:I'mjusttryingtohelpyoucome

upwithideas,canwetalktomorrow?

Me:(tearfullyrubbedmynerves)Ken

wareyoudon'tlovemenerra?What

doyoumean?



Ken:Goodnight..

Hehungupanditriedcallingbuthis

phonewasoffsocalledAmantle..

Amantle:hello?

Me:Hi...Themmakekopagobuale

Ken,itwon'ttakelong.Keagokopa

kabotho

Amantle:Mxm,othokakooka

tshamekelangteng.

Shehungupanditriedhernumber

againasthebabybeguncrying



sucklingherfists,imovedtothe

othersideofthemattressand

continuedcallingAmantle...

Amantle:(sighed)Halooh?

Me:(tookadeepbreath)Hi,I'msorry

forcallingyoulikethis,okay.I

understandthatyou'reprobablybusy

butIneedtotalktohimevenifit's

justaminute.Kemokopakogo

wena,iknowyoucansaynoandit

willreallyhurtme.I'minabadspace

rightnow,kelekagoreothaloganye.

Youoncehadababywanna

motsetsiwaaitseseemosateng.



Ntirelafavouromoneelephone,you

andishouldn'tevenbearguing

becauseakerehechooseswho

wantsandnowit'syou,irespectthat

butI'm(swallowed)I'm..Pleaseke

kopagobualeene

Amantle:Bitchleavemephonealone,

callmeagainandI'llreportyoufor

harassment.Desperatemuch!

ShehungupanditriedKenagain,it

wasoffandthebaby'scriesirritated

meevenmore.Itwashardenough

raisingZaneonmyownandiknew

raisingtwokidswithoutajobwas



impossiblebutthatdidn'tcompareto

thepainofwantingKenandknowing

helovessomeoneelseandwanted

nothingtodowithme.....

Icoveredmyfacecryingandfora

momentibelievedifiprayedhard

enoughmiracleswouldhappen...

Me:(chantingandcrying)Kenplease

iloveyou,Godpleasebringhim

back....Godpleasehelpme,God

pleasebringhimback,Godplease...

Ichanteduntilsalivaformedatthe



cornersofmylipsandIcouldn'tcry

anymorebutthepainwasstillthe

same.

Iswitchedthelightsonandrubbed

mymouthandeyesthenisatonthe

mattresslookingatZanepeacefully

sleepingwhilethebabykickedand

hungrilysuckedherfiststheni

grabbedthepillowandkneltbetween

them.....

Iwasn'tgoingtoleavethembehind

sotheycouldbeabused,ihadtotake

themwithme.Icountedto10



betweenthemandwhoevergot10

wouldgofirst.

Tearsrandownasicountedand

finallyputthepillowoverZane'sface

smotheringhimashehelplessly

kickedandscratcheduntilhe

stoppedthenimovedontothebaby

andsmotheredher...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atmymotherin-law's....

Iexertedallmybodyweightonthe

babyastearsdroppedonthepillow

whileshestruggledsuffocatingthen

thedooropened.Mymotherinlaw's



eyespoppedinfearassheranover

andcrawledonthemattresstowards

thekidsthenimovedbackcrying

wipingoffmucuswithmyarm.…

Her:(screaming)ZANE??ZANE??

Shepickedthebabywhosehead

wavedaimlesslylikeaflagthenshe

tearfullylookedatmeincomplete

shock....

Her:Didi?(turnedscreaming)Rragwe

Ofana???



Hehurriedinandlookedatthekids

thenhelookedatmeasibackedinto

acornerstillholdingthepillowas

tearsfelldowntheniranpasthim

andunlockedthemaindoorrunning

out.

Iknewididn'thavetimeandmyheart

wasstillaching,ineverexpectedmy

marriagetoendlikethatandknowing

Amantlewasoutthereinbedwith

himwasmorepainfulthananything.I

wasjustgladmychildrenwerein

heavenandididn'tcarewhereI'dgo



aslongasthepaininmyheartcould

stop...

Icouldn'tfindanyropebuti

rememberedmyfatherinlawalways

hadacontainerofpetrolforhis

generatoratthefarmsoichecked

thevan.Underthecoverofdarknessi

pulledoutthe5litercontainerand

liftedituptomychestputtingthe

openingonmycleavagestheni

poureditovermybodyandtheback

asitwasheddownonme.

Ididn'thavethematchessoiran



backinsidethehousebumpinginto

themcarryingthechildrenastheir

headswaveddown...

MrDaniel:Whatareyoudoing?Sheis

burningherself!

Igotthematchesinthekitchenand

walkedoutthebackdoorasheran

aftermescreaming.Iwasshakingso

muchthematchstickskeptbreaking

orputoutbythemindchillywind

breezingoutside....

MrsDaniel:(shakyvoice)Rragwe



Ofanacanyoupleasecomehereso

wecantakethekidstothehospital?

Whatifoneofthemisalive?Leave

thatgirl,let'sgo!

Ifinallymanagedtolightamatchand

Icaughtinflamesbeforeicouldeven

putthematchstickonmyself,it

happenedsofastevenigotscared.

Myskinburnedsobadiwantedto

putoutthefirebutmywholebody

wasinflamesandicouldhardlysee

anythingthroughthebigflameasi

ranaroundscreamingforhelp.



Iranaftereveryoneandtheyran

awayafraidtocatchfire,iscreamed

untilicouldn'tasibeguntoslow

downweaklythensomeonecovered

mewithablanketfrombehindand

wefelltothegroundtheniblacked

out......

Atthehospital......

Iwokelookingatthewhiteceiling,i

couldn'tmoveanypartofmybody

andiwascoveredinwhitebandages

andfromthesmelloftheroomand

distantbeepingmachinesiknewi



wasinahospitalbed.

IlookedabovemewhereahalfIV

washanging,asithoughtback

relivingeverythingthathappenedthe

nightbefore,Zanekickingand

scratchingfightingforhislifewhilei

pressedthatpillowonhisface..

Tearsfilledmyeyesanditriedto

wipemyeyesbuticouldn'tmovemy

arm.Icouldn'tgetoverbabyFaith's

littlecriesbeforeiputthatpillowover

herlittleinnocentbodyandicould

sweariheardbonescrushing....



Iwasn'tsurehowlongihadbeen

therebutmyarmswereitchingandi

couldn'tscratchmyselfandicouldn't

feelthelowerpartofmybodywhich

wascompletelycoveredwith

bandages....

ThedooropenedandKenwalkedin

dressedinformalwear,hisblack

shoeswereshinyasheslowly

walkedoverandstoodbymybed

glaringatmethenunbuttonedhistux

andputbothhandsinthepockets....

Me:(tearfully)Wherearethekids?



Aretheyokay?

Ken:(shookhishead)You'rethe

mostwickedpersonihaveevercome

across,howdidyoufeelingtakingthe

livesofyourchildren?

Me:(tearfully)Pleasetellmeoneof

themsurvived....

Ken:Youkilledthemandihopeyou'll

livewithyourselfknowingyoukilled

twoinnocentchildrenwhodepended

onyouforsafetyandprotection.I

wantyoutolookatyourselfonthe

mirroreverydaylookingatthis

charredremainsofan

embarrassmentandremindyourself



howworthlessyouare.Youcouldn't

bewifeandfailedtobeamother

too...Whatareyougoodat?Ihope

youhavefingersfromthese3rd

degreeburnsbecauseineedyouto

signthedivorcepapersandfastsoi

canmoveonwithmylife.Signthem

beforegoingtoSbranapshychiatic

hospitalbecauseI'mnotgoingtolet

youdelaymylifebypretendingtobe

insanewheniknowyou'reperfectly

normal....

Me:(crying)Howlonghaveibeen

here?Wherearethey?Didyouhavea

burialalready?



Amantlestuckherheadinand

signaledhimoverthenheglancedat

meindisgustandputhisringonthe

shelfthenwalkedoutasislowly

closedmyeyescrying.Whenheshut

thedoormywholeworldshutteredall

overagain.......

Hecticday....Halfofbreadfamily,

don'tforgettolike.

*

*

*

*



*
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AtLolo'sHouse....

Calvinwalkedpastthefenceseveral

timeshopingtoseeoneofthekids

outsidebutitwasacolddayand

noneofthekidswereplayingoutside.



AboutanhourlaterBabysteppedout

withatowelandhungitontheline...

Calvin:Hey

Baby:(smiledandrantothefence)

Hi....Iheardtheydidn'tfindyouguilty

Calvin:Yeah,isyourmomhome?I

wanttoseethekidsbutidon'twant

hertoseeme.

Baby:Sheisatwork,shewillcome

verylateintheafternoon.Comein...

HeiSetsanacan'tstoptalkingabout

you,theyallmissyou.Pleasegetin



Calvin:Nojustcallthemtothefence,

Idon'twantauntietothinkotherwise

aboutme

Baby:Iwon'ttellher,whyshouldyou

seethemstandingonthefencelike

you'reacriminal?pleasecomein

Calvin:Please...

Baby:(sighed)OK...

Shesadlywentbacktothehouse

andthekidsrushedoutwithhuge

smilesrunningtothefence.He

laughedemotionally,theywereclean

andthickerthaneverbefore.



Calvin:(laughed)Youfatpigs!

Theylaughedputtingtheirlittlehands

outthediamondmashfencetohold

hishandthenhesquattedholding

theirhandsastheyhadalittlehappy

reunionthenSetsanaslowlywalked

overlookingatherbrotherstanding

ontheothersideofthefence.Calvin

slowlystoodupandsmiledather.

Shewassobeautifulandwell

nourishedhesighedinrelief...

Butthat'snotwhatshesawlooking

inhiseyes,thefencefeltlikeprison



andshedidn'twantthegoodlifeif

herbigbrotherwasn'tpartofit.

Seeinghimthroughafencefeltlike

hewasstillinprisonandshewas

beginningtohateherauntfornot

seeingthroughherwickeddaughter.

Calvin:(smiled)Comehere...

Shewalkedoverandputherhands

onthefencethenhesmiledandput

hishandsonherswithasmile,he

wasnowateaseseeinghowwell

takencareoftheywere.He'dforever

remainthankfultohisauntafterall



shedidn'tknowwhathappenedand

heguessedanyparentwouldbelieve

theirchildoveranother.

Setsana:Ihateithere,Iwanttocome

home

Calvin:Idon'thavefoodthere

besidesit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforeigotoaboardingschoolso

youhavetostayhere.

Setsana:ButihateMaya

Calvin:Isshetreatingyoubad?

Setsana:No,sheisactuallyniceto

us...Toonice,ithinkshefeelsguilty

butihateherformakingpeoplethink



you'rearapist

Calvin:Goodthingscomeataprice,if

that'swhatihadtopayforyouguys

tolivethisgoodthensobeit,I'mso

happyyouguysarelivinggood....

Lookatyou!(smiledproudlylooking

atthem)Thisisgood...

Setsana:Wehaveourswipecard

whichlet'susgetfreefoodfrom

shopsandwebuyclotheswithittoo.

Wecanstillstaybyourselves.We

don'tneedthesepeople

Calvin:No,you'resaferhere.I'min

seniorschool,iknockoffverylate

andyoucomehomeearlier,Idon't



wantpeopleknowingyouguysstay

alone.You'resafehere,you'llvisitme

onweekendshowisthat?Each

weekendwegohomeandspend

timetogether..

Setsana:(smiled)That'sbetter...

MeanwhileinsidethehouseMaya

movedthecurtainslookingatCalvin

smilingandlaughingwithhissiblings

restrictedbythefence,she

swallowedandrubbedoffhertears

thensheturnedasBabywalkedin....

Baby:Areyouproudofyourself?



That'sthelifehehastolivebecause

youcouldn'tjustkeepyourcrushto

yourself.

Maya:Papaisgoingtobeatmeifhe

findsoutilied

Baby:Trustmehealreadyknows

that'swhyhewantsnothingtodo

withyou,you'reslowlymakinghim

loveyouless.Theonlypersonwho

believesyouismamaandyou're

makingherthebadpersonbecause

shehastochoosebetweenyouand

Carl.Ourcousinsaregoingtohate

herwhenallshewantsistohelp

them.Youdestroyedahappyfamily,

thoseorphanswerehappytheyfound



afamilybutyoujusthadtotakethe

onlypersonwhomeanstheworldto

them.Ihopeineverfinditdifficultto

apologisewheneverI'mwrong,i

reallyhopeso.

Babywalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thensheturnedandwatchedasCarl

walkedawaywhilehissiblingswaved

athimalreadyfeelinglonelyaftera

shortreunion...

Shesighedandgrabbedher

notebookthenshewroteafullpage

andfoldedit.



AlmostanhourlaterLolowalkedin

holdingaplasticofgroceriesand

walkedacrossthelivingroomwhere

thechildrenweresittingwithweird

guiltylooks...

Lolo:(pausedlookingatthem)What?

Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Junior:TheysaidhitoCalvinbythe

fence

Lolo:(walkedtothekitchen)Oh...I'm

notangrywithyou,youcansayhito

himbecauseheisstillyourbrother.

Hejustcan'tstayherebecausehe



didsomethingbad...

Setsana'shatefortheserichpeople

burnedasshebeguntoplan

escapingwithhersiblings.Maya

walkedpastherwithherletterand

wenttoputitinthecarthenshe

walkedbackinbumpingintoLolo.

Lolo:I'mgoingtocheckonDidi

Maya:Oh,iheardshetriedtocommit

suicide

Lolo:Yeah,bye



ShewalkedawaythenMayaclosed

thedoorlookingatSetsana,she

knewthatlittlegirlhatedherandit

ateher...

Maya:(smiled)Guyscaniserveice

creamforeveryone?

All:(screamed)Yeah!

Setsana:(walkedtoherroomwitha

magazine)Nothanks...Iwouldn't

wantyoutotellauntieistoleitifshe

askswhoatetheicecream.Imiss

mypovertylifestyle,atleastwedidn't

liveinfearofbeingaccusedof

something.



Babyfollowedherinthebedroom

andsatwithher...

Baby:I'mnotsupportingherokay?

Setsana:Iknow,ijustwanttogo

home.Idon'twantrichesifihaveto

havethemwithoutCarl.Hehasbeen

chasedoutlikeacriminalandweare

expectedtobehappy..

Baby:Sorry....

Theysatthereawkwardlywithout

sayinganything...



Atthehospital....

AatilewalkedinthelabwhereBayang

wassittingbythecomputer

researchingabout3rddegreeburns,

Aatilequietlystoodbehindhim

watchingandwhenhenoticedhehad

companyheclosedthetabandput

hiselbowsonthedeskswallowinga

biglump...

Aatile:(sighedindisbelief)Wow...

Bayang:What?



Aatile:Ican'tbelieveyoustilllovethis

womanaftersomanyyears,isthat

whyyouhavegivenupin

relationships?

Bayang:Idon'tloveher...

Heswallowedtearfullyandgrabbed

hiscoattryingtowalkoutbutAatile

grabbedhisarmandfacedhim...

Aatile:Mrthisismeyou'retalkingto...

Youlooklikeyouswallowedabitch

ball,iknowyoudidn'tlikewhatyou

saw...Ifeltbadhearingherskinwas

peelingoff.I'mjustdisappointedi



neverknewthisloveneverdiedafter

solong...

Bayang:(tookadeepbreathand

blinkedseveraltimesashiseyes

reddened)Ijustdon'tthinkshe

knowswhatshedidtoherself.1st

degreeburnshealbutthat?Herskin

willneverbethesameagainandshe

isgoingtodealwithmorethanjusta

divorceforauselessthug,sheis

goingtodealwithpeoplestaringat

herandmakingfunofherthatshe

burnedherselfforaman,idon'tthink

sheknowshowhardlifeisgoingto

beforher.

Aatile:Shewillsurvive,whatdoesn't



killyouonlymakesyoustronger

Bayang:It'sironicthatyou'dsaythat

Aatile:Uh-uhwearenotgoingthere,

thisisaboutDidinotme.

Bayang:Buthonestlywhywouldyou

wanttoburnyourselfforamanwho

doesn'tgiveashitkanagatweareo

batadivorce

Aatile:It'shardtoacceptthatanother

persondoesn'tloveyounnakamo

thaloganya

Bayang:Didihasbeendumped

beforeandsheneverdidthis,what's

sospecialabouthim?Shedisfigured

herselfforlifeandhewon'tevenbe



theretohelpherrecover.Didikanao

kagoborisalifekabomatajwa

gagwe

Aatile:Iheardanothernursesaying

sheisup,youcangotalktoherakere

ntseomochekaalesedated

Bayang:Aeno,keshapo...I'mgoing

forlunch

Theybothwalkedoutandrandown

thestairs....

Aatile:Dudusaysshehasbeen

referredtoth3psychiatrichospital

forevaluationassoonasshefine



Bayang:Iguessitsamatterof3

weeksbecausethoseburnsare

seriousespeciallyherchestand

thighs...

Aatile:Yeah...

Lolosteppedoutofthecarjustin

frontofthemastheyapproachedthe

parkinglot..

Bayang:Kanteleemejangha?

Aatile:Ifinallymanagedtogetover

her,wearefriendsandthoughwe

differhereandtherekaparentingI'm

happywithourarrangementsofar.I



believewrwillalwaysfightaboutthe

kidsbecausemenandwomenreact

differently,kedumelagoreMayawa

yakahagonaCalvinomodirileng

sepebecauseshebeenhavingsex.

Kanangwanyanaokileabatago

nkgolegakeilegokukuna,thisgirl

was15andiwas19.Sheopenedthe

windowformeandigotin,we

fuckedallnightanddozedoff,her

fathercaughtusandshecriedrape

untilherparentscalledthepolice

that'swhenshetoldthemshewas

tooashamedtoadmitsheinvitedme.

Bayang:(laughed)Maria,thatgirlwas

nuts



Aatile:IseemyselfinCalvinandthat

boyiswisehecannotriskgivinghis

siblingsforacoupleofsecondsmo

bothithongespeciallyanale

girlfriendbutLolodoesn'twantto

understand.

Bayang:Loloisjustfeelingguilty

aboutBabysoshedoesn'twantto

makethesecondmistake,imagineit

ifwasactuallytrueandthisboy

molestedallthelittlegirlsinthe

houseandI'msayingifbecausei

wantyoutoseethingsfromherside...

Sheisalsotraumatisedand

obviouslytoocarefulwhichblursher

judgement...



Aatile:Iguess...

Theyloweredtheirvoicesasshe

steppedcloserwithaplasticoffood

andsmiledatthem,sheandAatile

walkedonastraightlineandhugged

puttingtheirarmsaroundone

anotherwithsoftsmilesandlaughs...

Aatile:Hey

Lolo:Hi...Areyougoingtogetoutof

myway?

Aatile:(laughedholdingherwaist)I

beenwalkingonastraightline



Lolo:(laughedholdinghiswaist

facingBayang)Rayathemotsetseyo

oreotogelegotshwarabasadika

dinokaotaagatangwana

Bayang:(laughed)Wenaommagwe

akere,tabolemotiisamokwata

Lolo:(laughedandpushedhimoff)

Mxmkwekelehaapanye...Ija

Aatile:(laughed)Lewenawaaitse

goreobeilebotsetsiakere

Lolo:(laughed)Mxmibileiboughta

sterilisationpackyesterday,ithought

ofyouandboughtitkereI'llgiveitto

youbutthatnoiseoverthereandthe

casemademeforget



Aatile:I'llpassbyandpickit

Lolo:Yourdaughterwrotemealetter

wehavetoreadtogether,Waitsenna

I'llneverunderstandteenagers.Iam

aofficiallyabadmotherandiaccept

thatthereisnothinggoodicando

andbeargoodfruits.

Aatile:Whataretalkingabout?

Lolo:I'llcallyoulater,weactually

havetositherdownandtalk.

Aatile:Okay.

Lolo:HowisDidi?

Aatile:Ihaven'tcheckedher,

apparentlysheisreallybad.Bayang

sawherlastnightthoughshewas



sedated.

Bayang:(sighed)Sheisbad,

physically...I'mnotsureemotionally

becauseshewasmedicatedwheni

wenttherebutyouhavetobethere

forher,whenthosebandagescome

outsheisgoingtoneedafriendand

ifyoudon'tgiveherattentionshe

mightactuallycommitsuicideand

succeedthistime.

Lolo:Havetheytoldheraboutthe

kids?

Bayang:Idon'tknowanythingabout

that

Aatile:Dudusaidshewasn't



supposedtobetoldaboutthe

childrenuntilshehasbeenattended

byapsychologist

Bayang:Waityoumeanthey'regoing

tolietoher?

Lolo:Kanathat'swhatI'mtryingto

understand,whatkindoftortureis

that?Sheneedstoknowthetruth...

Whyaretheymakingconclusions

thatsheisadanger

Aatile:Isn'tshe?(theybothlookedat

herwithunfairlooks)I'mjusttrying

toseethingsfromthedoctor'spoint

ofview.Hetookcareofthephysical

injuriesandwantstherightdoctorto



takecareofthepsychological

injuriesorwhatever...That'showit's

doneandithinkyouguysshouldn't

betempted,iknowyoucareabout

herbutsomeonehastothinkoutside

thebox.

Bayang:(sighed)Ifyouputitthat

way...

Lolo:Wellletmegoupherebefore

visitorsfillherroom

Both:Bye

Shepartedwiththeguysandwalked

inthehospital.......



AtKen'soffice.....

Amantlewalkedinherheelshanging

herhandbagonherarmandholding

anenvelopeasKenturnedwitha

smile...

Ken:Hey,youlooklikeyoujustwona

lotto

Amantle:(smiled)Becauseijustdid...

Sheputherhandbagonthedeskand

pulleduphershortskirtthenshesat

onhislipputtingherarmsaroundhis



neckandkissedhim...

Ken:Ok,what'sgoingon?

Amantle:IjustgothiredatBankof

Botswana!Canyouimagine!Imean....

BankofBotswana

Ken:(smiledworriedly)Wow....That's

hugesowhatdoesthatmean?Does

ithaveabranchinMaun?

Amantle:I'llbeworkinginGaborone

butI'mnotacceptingitifyoucan't

comewithme,iwantustogo

together.

Ken:Babe,ihaveabusinesstorun



Amantle:Anditsagoodthingkeya

accommodation.Themoneycomes

inwhileyou'rethere.Youcaneven

expandandbuyplotsinGaboroneor

surroundingareasthenopena

branch,thinkoutsidethebox!

Ken:Yeahbutihavetotakecareof

the-

Amantle:(sighed)Ifwearegoingto

moveonyouneedtostartthinking

aboutmetoo,arewedoingthisor

not?It'sverysimple...KenI'mnot

gonnabegyoulikeDidi,itseitheryou

lovemeornot,whichisit?



Hetookadeepbreathandsmiled

pullingherdownforakissthenhe

lookedinhereyesandsmiledabit...

Ken:BankofBotswanaitis...You,me

andJanalltheway...

Amantle:(smiledandkissedhim)I

loveyou

Ken:Iloveyoumore...

Amantle:Didyoutalktoyourlawyer?

Ken:Yes,heisworkingonit.She

shouldbeservedverysoon

Amantle:Good,ineeddramaoutof

ourlives...



Ken:Tellmeaboutit....(stoodup)

Wanttograbsomelunch?

Amantle:Yeah...

Hegrabbedherhandbagandwalked

outputtinghisarmaroundherwaist...

Atthehospital.....

Lyingonthehospitalbedunableto

movegavemetimetothink,iwas

stillhavingflashyimagesofthefire

eachtimeitriedtogetsometime

sleepandifitwasn'tthefireitwas



mybaby'sribscrackingwhilei

exertedmybodyweightonthepillow

aboveherbody.Zane'sinnocent

gigglesandthe"ILOVEYOU

MAMA"….allmyhardtimeswithmy

boy,himlyingunderthechairwhilei

soldfoodatbarsandclubs,doing

nailswhileheplayedatthecornerof

thesalon...Icouldn'tunderstandwhy

ithoughtitwasimpossibletoraise

mychildren...

Itwasstillpainfulandithurtlosing

myhusbandthateasybutnowthe

painoflosingmychildrenwas

sinkingandirealisedididn'teven



needKen...Icouldn'timaginehowI'd

lookoncetheburnshadhealedthat's

whenirealisedihaddestroyedmy

futureforthepresentpain....

ThedooropenedandLolowalkedin,

shepausedatdoorandcoveredher

mouthastearsrolleddownher

cheeks,shehardlycriedsoiknewi

lookedbadanditmademecry,ihad

noonetoblamebutmyself.Ihad

burnedthelittlebeautyihadand

remainedwithburntskinwhich

wouldprobablyscareeveryoneeach

timetheylookedatme.



Shesatdownandtriedtoleanover

forahugbutsherememberedthe

burnswerefreshthensheleaned

back...

Lolo:Lovewhathappened?

Me:(tearfully)Ilosteverything...I

killedmychildrenLolo,ikilledthem

andnowiwantthemback.They'reall

iwant,ificouldhavethembackI'd

neveraskGodforanythingelse.Not

tofixmymarriageorhaveanicejobs,

ijustwanttohugthemandneverlet

themgo...Ididn'tevenseewhere



they'reburied,havetheybeenburied

orthey'restillinthemorgue?

Lolo:(reluctantly)Okayican'tlieto

you,Yourchildrensurvived,they're

notdead...

Myjawsdroppedastearsofjoyran

downthecornersofmyeyes...

Me:OhGod...Really?

Lolo:(sadly)Buttheybothsuffereda

Traumaticbraininjuries,yourmother

inlawhasbeenreferredtoMarina

hospitalwithbothofthem.Theymay

notbethenormaleveniftheysurvive



thetreatment.

*

*

*

*

*

WickedMe

✴90

AtLolo'sHouse....

Calvinwalkedpastthefenceseveral



timeshopingtoseeoneofthekids

outsidebutitwasacolddayand

noneofthekidswereplayingoutside

thenBabysteppedoutwithatowel

andhungitontheline...

Calvin:Hey

Baby:(smiledandrantothefence)

Hi....Iheardtheydidn'tfindyouguilty

Calvin:Yeah,isyourmomhome?I

wanttoseethekidsbutidon'twant

hertoseeme.

Baby:Sheisatwork,shewillcome

verylateintheafternoon.Comein...

HeiSetsanacan'tstoptalkingabout



you,theyallmissyou.Pleasegetin

Calvin:Nojustcallthemtothefence,

Idon'twantauntietothinkotherwise

aboutme

Baby:AotherraIwon'ttellher,why

shouldyouseethemstandingonthe

fencelikeyou'reacriminal,please

comein

Calvin:Please...

Baby:(sighed)OK...

Shesadlywentbacktothehouse

andthekidsrushedoutwithhuge

smilesrunningtothefence.He

laughedemotionally,theywereclean



andthickerthanhehadeverseen

them.

Calvin:(laughed)Youfatpigs!

Theylaughedputtingtheirlittlehands

outthediamondmashfencetohold

hishand,hesquattedandholding

theirhandsastheyhadalittlehappy

reunionthenSetsanaslowlywalked

overlookingatherbrotherbehindthe

fence,Calvinslowlystoodupand

smiledather.Shewassobeautiful

andwellnourishedhesighedin

relief...



Butthat'snotwhatshesawlooking

inhiseyes,thefencefeltlikeprison

andshedidn'twantthegoodlifeif

herbigbrotherwasn'tpartofit.

Seeinghimthroughafencefeltlike

hewasstillinprisonandshewas

beginningtohateherauntfornot

seeingthroughherwickeddaughter.

Calvin:(smiled)Comehere...

Shewalkedoverandputherhands

onthefencethenhesmiledandput

hisonherswithasmile,hewasnow



ateaseseeinghowwelltakencareof

theywere.He'dforeverremain

thankfultohisauntafterallshedidn't

knowwhathappenedandiguessany

parentwouldbelievetheirchildover

another.

Setsana:Ihateithere,Iwanttocome

home

Calvin:Idon'thavefoodthere

besidesit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforeigotoaboardingschoolso

youhavetostayhere.

Setsana:ButihateMaya

Calvin:Isshetreatingyoubad?



Setsana:No,sheisactuallyniceto

us...Toonice,ithinkshefeelsguilty

butihateherformakingpeoplethink

you'rearapist

Calvin:Goodthingscomeataprice,if

that'swhatihadtopayforyouguys

tolivethisgoodthensobeit,I'mso

happyyouguysareclean....Lookat

you!(smiledproudlylookingatthem)

Thisisgood...

Setsana:Wrhaveourswipecard

whichlet'susgetfreefoodfrom

shopsandwebuyclotheswithittoo.

Wecanstillstaybyourselves.

Calvin:No,you'resaferhere.I'min



seniorschool,iknockoffverylate

andyoucomehomeearlier,Idon't

wantpeopleknowingyouguysstay

alone.You'resafehere,you'llvisitme

onweekendshowisthat?Each

weekendwegohomeandspend

timetogether..

Setsana:(smiled)That'sbetter...

MeanwhileinsidethehouseMaya

movedthecurtainslookingatCalvin

smilingandlaughingwithhissiblings

restrictedbythefence,she

swallowedandrubbedoffhertears

thensheturnedasBabywalkedin....



Baby:Areyouproudofyourself?

That'sthelifehehastolivebecause

youcouldn'tjustkeepyourcrushto

yourself.

Maya:Papaisgoingtobeatmeifhe

findsoutilied

Baby:Trustmehealreadyknows

that'swhyhewantsnothingtodo

withyou,you'reslowlymakinghim

loveyouless.Theonlypersonwho

believesyouismamaandyou're

makingherthebadpersonbecause

shehastochoosebetweenyouand

Carl.Ourcousinsaregoingtohate



herwhenallshewantsistohelp

them.Youdestroyedahappyfamily,

thoseorphanswerehappytheyfound

afamilybutyoujusthadtotakethe

onlypersonwhomeanstheworldto

him.Ihopeineverfinditdifficultto

apologisewheneverI'mwrong,i

reallyhopeso.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thensheturnedandwatchedasCarl

walkedawaywhilehissiblingswaved

athimalreadyfeelinglonelyaftera

shortreunion...



Shesighedandgrabbedher

notebookthenshewroteafullpage

andfoldedit.MinuteslaterLolo

walkedinholdingaplasticof

groceriesandwalkedacrossthe

livingroomwherethechildrenwere

sittingwithweiredlooks...

Lolo:What?Whyareyoulookingat

melikethat?

Junior:TheysaidhitoCalvinbythe

fence

Lolo:Oh...I'mnotangrywithyou,he

isstillyourbrother.Hejustcan'tstay

herebecausehedidsomethingbad...



Setsana'shatefortheserichpeople

burnedasshebeguntoplan

escapingwithhersiblings.Maya

walkedpastherwithherletterand

putitinthecarthenshewalkedback

inbumpingintoLolo.

Lolo:I'mgoingtocheckonauntDidi

Maya:Oh,iheardshetriedtocommit

suicide

Lolo:Yeah,bye

ShewalkedawaythenMayaclosed



thedoorlookingatSetsana,she

knewthatlittlegirlhatedherandit

ateher...

Maya:(smiled)Guyscaniserveice

creamforeveryone?

All:(screamed)Yeah!

Setsana:(walkedtoherroomwitha

magazine)Nothanks...Iwouldn't

wantyoutotellauntieistoleitifshe

askswhoatetheicecream.Imiss

mypovertylifestyle,atleastwedidn't

liveinfearofbeingaccusedof

something.



Babyfollowedherinthebedroom

andsatwithher...

Baby:I'mnotsupportingherokay?

Setsana:Iknow,ijustwanttogo

home.Idon'twantrichesifihaveto

havethemwithoutCarl.Hehasbeen

cussedoutlikeacriminal..

Baby:Sorry....

Theysatthereawkwardlywithout

sayinganything...

Atthehospital....



AatilewalkedinthelabwhereBayang

wassittingbythecomputer

researchingabout3rddegreeburns,

Aatilequietlystoodbehindhimand

whenhenoticedhehadcompanyhe

closedthetabandputhiselbowson

thedeskswallowingabiglump...

Aatile:(sighedindisbelief)Wow...

Bayang:What?

Aatile:Ican'tbelieveyoustilllovethis

womanaftersomanyyears,isthat

whyyouhavegivenupin

relationships?



Bayang:Idon'tloveher...

Heswallowedtearfullyandgrabbed

hiscoattryingtowalkoutbutAatile

grabbedhisarmandfacedhim...

Aatile:Mrthisismeyou'retalkingto...

Youlooklikeyouswallowedabitch

ball,iknowyoudidn'tlikewhatyou

saw...Ifeltbadseeingherskinpeel

offlikethat.I'mjustdisappointedi

neverknewthisloveneverdiedafter

solong...

Bayang:(tookadeepbreathand

blinkedseveraltimesashiseyes



reddened)Ijustdon'tthinkshe

knowswhatshedidtoherself.1st

degreeburnshealbutthat?Herskin

willneverbethesameagainandshe

isgoingtodealwithmorethanjusta

divorceforauselessthug,sheis

goingtodealwithpeoplestaringat

herandmakingfunofherthatshe

burnedherselfforaman,idon'tthink

sheknowshowhardlifeisgoingto

beforher.

Aatile:Shewillsurvive,whatdoesn't

killyouonlymakesyoustronger

Bayang:It'sironicthatyou'dsaythat

Aatile:Uh-uhwearenotgoingthere,



thisisaboutDidinotme.

Bayang:Buthonestlywhywouldyou

wanttoburnyourselfforamanwho

doesn'tgiveashitkanagatweareo

batadivorce

Aatile:It'shardtoacceptthatanother

persondoesn'tloveyounnakamo

thaloganya

Bayang:Didihasbeendumped

beforeandsheneverdidthis,what's

sospecialabouthim?Shedisfigured

herselfforlifeandhewon'tevenbe

theretohelpherrecover.Didikanao

kagoborisalifekabomatajwa

gagwe



Aatile:Iheardanothernursesaying

sheisup,youcangotalktoherakere

ntseomochekaalesedated

Bayang:Aeno,keshapo...I'mgoing

forlunch

Theybothwalkedoutandrandown

thestairs....

Aatile:Dudusaysshehasbeen

referredtothepsychiatrichospital

forevaluation

Bayang:Iguessitsamatterof3

weeksbecausethoseburnsare

seriousespeciallyherchestand



thighs...

Aatile:Yeah...

Lolosteppedoutofthecarjustin

frontofthemastheyapproachedthe

parkinglot..

Bayang:Kanteleemejangha?

Aatile:Ifinallymanagedtogetover

her,wearefriendsandthoughwe

differhereandtherekaparentingI'm

happywithourarrangementsofar.I

believewewillalwaysfightaboutthe

kidsbecausemenandwomenreact

differently,kedumelagoreMayawa



yakahagonaCalvinomodirileng

sepebecauseshebeenhavingsex.

Kanangwanyanaokileabatago

nkgolegakeilegokukuna,thisgirl

was15andiwas19.Sheopenedthe

windowformeandigotin,we

fuckedallnightanddozedoff,her

fathercaughtusandshecriedrape

untilherparentscalledthepolice

that'swhenshetoldthemshewas

tooashamedtoadmitsheinvitedme.

Bayang:(laughed)Maria,thatgirlwas

nuts

Aatile:IseemyselfinCalvinandthat

boyiswisehecannotriskgivinghis

siblingsagoodlifeforacoupleof



secondsmobothithongespeciallya

nalegirlfriendbutLolodoesn'twant

tounderstand.

Bayang:Loloisjustfeelingguilty

aboutBabysoshedoesn'twantto

makethesecondmistake,imagineit

ifwasactuallytrueandthisboy

molestedallthelittlegirlsinthe

houseandI'msayingifbecausei

wantyoutoseethingsfromherside...

Sheisalsotraumatisedand

obviouslytoocarefulwhichblursher

judgement...

Aatile:Iguess...



Theyloweredtheirvoicesasshe

walkedcloserwithaplasticoffood

andsmiledatthem,sheandAatile

walkedonastraightlineandhugged

puttingtheirarmsaroundone

anotherwithsoftsmilesandlaughs...

Aatile:Hey

Lolo:Hi...Areyougoingtogetoutof

myway?

Aatile:(laughedholdingherwaist)I

beenwalkingonastraightline

Lolo:(laughedholdinghiswaist

facingBayang)Rayathemotsetseyo

oreotogelegotshwarabasadika



dinokaotaagatangwana

Bayang:(laughed)Lewenantseo

mmagweakere,tabolemotiisa

mokwata

Lolo:(laughedandpushedhimoff)

Mxmkwekeenglehaapanye...Ija

Aatile:(laughed)Lewenawaaitse

goreobeilebotsetsiakere

Lolo:(laughed)Mxmibileiboughta

sterilisationpackyesterday,ithought

ofyouandboughtitkereI'llgiveitto

youbutthatnoiseoverthereandthe

casemademeforget

Aatile:I'llpassbyandpickit

Lolo:Yourdaughterwrotemealetter



wehavetoreadtogether,Waitsenna

I'llneverunderstandteenagers.Iam

aofficiallyabadmotherandiaccept

thatthereisnothinggoodicandoto

beargoodfruits.

Aatile:Whataretalkingabout?

Lolo:I'llcallyoulater,weactually

havetositherdownandtalk.

Aatile:Okay.

Lolo:HowisDidi?

Aatile:Ihaven'tcheckedher,

apparentlysheisreallybad.Bayang

sawherlastnightthoughshewas

sedated.

Bayang:(sighed)Sheisbad,



physically...I'mnotsureka

psychologicallystatebecauseshe

wasmedicatedwheniwenttherebut

youhavetobethereforher,when

thosebandagescomeoutsheis

goingtoneedafriendandifyoudon't

giveherattentionshemightactually

commitsuicideandsucceedthis

time.

Lolo:Havetheytoldheraboutthe

kids?

Bayang:Idon'tknowanythingabout

that

Aatile:Dudusaidshewasn't

supposedtobetoldaboutthe



childrenuntilshehasbeenattended

byapsychologist

Bayang:Wait,youmeanthey'regoing

tolietoher?

Lolo:Kanathat'swhatI'mtryingto

understand,whatkindoftortureis

that?Sheneedstoknowthetruth...

Whyaretheymakingconclusions

thatsheisadanger

Aatile:Isn'tshe?(theybothlookedat

herwithunfairlooks)I'mjusttrying

toseethingsfromthedoctor'spoint

ofview.Hetookcareofthephysical

injuriesandwantstherightdoctorto

takecareofthepsychological



injuriesorwhatever...That'showit's

doneandithinkyouguysshouldn't

betemptedtotellherjustyet,iknow

youcareaboutherbutsomeonehas

tothinkoutsidethebox.

Bayang:(sighed)Ifyouputitthat

way...

Lolo:Wellletmegoupherebefore

visitorsfillherroom

Both:Bye

Shepartedwiththeguysandwalked

inthehospital.......



AtKen'soffice.....

Amantlewalkedinherheelshanging

herhandbagonherarmandholding

anenvelopeasKenturnedwitha

smile...

Ken:Hey,youlooklikeyoujustwona

lotto

Amantle:(smiled)Becauseijustdid...

Sheputherhandbagonthedeskand

pulleduphershortskirtthenshesat

onhislipputtingherarmsaroundhis



neckandkissedhim...

Ken:Ok,what'sgoingon?

Amantle:IjustgothiredatBankof

Botswana!Canyouimagine!Imean....

BankofBotswana

Ken:(smiledworriedly)Wow....That's

hugesowhatdoesthatmean?Does

ithaveabranchinMaun?

Amantle:I'llbeworkinginGaborone

butI'mnotacceptingitifyoucan't

comewithme,iwantustogo

together.

Ken:Babe,ihaveabusinesstorun



Amantle:Anditsagoodthingkeya

accommodation.Themoneycomes

inwhileyou'rethere.Youcaneven

expandandbuyplotsinGaboroneor

surroundingareasthenopena

branch,thinkoutsidethebox!

Ken:Yeahbutihavetotakecareof

the-

Amantle:(sighed)Ifwearegoingto

moveonyouneedtostartthinking

aboutmetoo,arewedoingthisor

not?It'sverysimple...KenI'mnot

gonnabegyoulikeDidi,itseitheryou

lovemeornot,whichisit?



Hetookadeepbreathandsmiled

pullingherdownforakissthenhe

lookedinhereyesandsmiledabit...

Ken:BankofBotswanaitis...You,me

andJanalltheway...

Amantle:(smiledandkissedhim)I

loveyou

Ken:Iloveyoumore...

Amantle:Didyoutalktoyourlawyer?

Ken:Yes,heisworkingonit.She

shouldbeservedverysoon

Amantle:Good,ineeddramaoutof

ourlives...



Ken:Tellmeaboutit....(stoodup)

Wanttograbsomelunch?

Amantle:Yeah...

Hegrabbedherhandbagandwalked

outputtinghisarmaroundherwaist...

Atthehospital.....

Lyingonthehospitalbedunableto

movegavemetimetothink,iwas

stillhavingflashyimagesofthefire

eachtimeitriedtogetsometime

sleepandifitwasn'tthefireitwas



mybaby'sribscrackingwhilei

exertedmybodyweightonthepillow

aboveherbody.Zane'sinnocent

gigglesandthe"ILOVEYOU

MAMA"….allmyhardtimeswithmy

boy,himlyingunderthechairwhilei

soldfoodatbarsandclubs,doing

nailswhileheplayedatthecornerof

thesalon...Icouldn'tunderstandwhy

ithoughtitwasimpossibletoraise

thembymyself...

Itwasstillpainfulandithurtlosing

myhusbandthateasybutnowthe

painoflosingmychildrenwas

sinkingandirealisedididn'teven



needKen...

Icouldn'timaginehowI'dlookonce

theburnshadhealedthat'swheni

realisedihaddestroyedmyfuture

becauseofthepresentpain....

ThedooropenedandLolowalkedin,

shepausedatdoorandcoveredher

mouthastearsrolleddownher

cheeks,shehardlycriedsoiknewi

lookedbadanditmademecry.

Ihadnoonetoblamebutmyself.I

hadburnedthelittlebeautyihadand



remainedwithburntskinwhich

wouldprobablyscareeveryoneeach

timetheylookedatme.

Shesatdownandtriedtoleanover

forahugbutsherememberedthe

burnswerefreshthensheleaned

back...

Lolo:Lovewhathappened?

Me:(tearfully)Ilosteverything...I

killedmychildrenLoloandnowi

wantthemback.They'realliwant,ifi

couldhavethembackI'dneverask

Godforanythingelse.Nottofixmy



marriageorhaveanicejob,ijust

wanttohugthemandneverletthem

go...Ididn'tevengetachancetosee

wherethey'reburied,havetheybeen

buriedorthey'restillinthemorgue?

Lolo:(reluctantly)Okayican'tlieto

you,Yourchildrensurvived,they're

notdead...

Myjawsdroppedastearsofjoyran

downthecornersofmyeyes...

Me:OhGod...Really?

Lolo:(sadly)Buttheybothsuffered

traumaticbraininjuries.Yourmother



inlawhasbeenreferredtoPrincess

Marinahospitalwithbothofthem,

theymightnotbenormalevenifthey

survivethetreatment.

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atthehospital...

Me:CanyoucallhersothatIcantalk

tothem?Braintraumameanswhat?

Hecan'ttalk?

Lolo:I'mnotsurewhatitmeans

becausetheywerereferredasan

emergencybutican'tcallbecause

you'renotsupposedtoknow

anythingaboutthestatusofthe

children.Apparentlyyou'readanger

tothemandyouwon'tbeincontact



withthemuntilyouhavebeen

evaluated.Thingswon'tjustgoback

tonormal,fornowyouhavetofocus

ongettingbetter

Me:Butijustwanttohearhow

they'redoing,can'tyoucallfor

yourselfandputonloudspeaker?

Lolo:(sighedandtookoutherphone)

Okay

ShedialedMrsDaniel'snumberbut

Ken'sfatherwalkedinsoshehung

upandsmiledrespectfullyshaking

hishandwithasmile....



Him:Hello

Lolo:Hello....Iwasjustabouttogo

backtowork,I'llcheckonyoulater

Didi

Me:Bye...

Shegotherkeysandwalkedoutas

Ken'sfathertookaseatandopened

adrinkformethenhemovedover

andputthrstrawinmymouth....

Him:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Me:No...Wherearethechildren?

Him:You'renotinastatetoknow



aboutthem,getwellfirstthenwewill

talk

Me:Kensaysthey'regone

Him:Don'tlistentoKen,heiswaytoo

intoxicatedbythatAmantlegirlhe

doesn'tlistentoanyone.Focuson

you...Haveadrink

Isippedthejuiceacoupleoftimes

andtookabreakasheleanedback

lookingatme....

Him:(sighed)Ihopeyou'llhealand

understandthatyou'reabeautiful

womandespitewhatorhowyou'll



look.What'simportantinlifeis

becausecontent

Me:Ihopeso...

AtAmantle'shouse.....

LaterthatafternoonKenwalkedin

talkingtothephoneasAmantle

stoodnakedbythestovecracking

eggsintoapan...

Ken:IhearyoubutIdon'tthinkyou

understandmemother...(kissed

Amantle'sneck)Idon'thavemoney



Her:OfanaI'mstarvinghere,thelittle

moneyihadiusedtobuylittlethings

forthechildrenandyourfatheris

helpingDidithere,whenareyou

goingtochipinbecausethisisyour

family?

Ken:Kantewhydidyoutakethem

there?Theonlyreasonyouwent

thereisbecauseyouwantedtosee

thecity.Theywerefinehere

Her:(angrily)Finehow?Youhaven't

evenseenthemandyoudon'tknow

whatishappeningbecauseyou'retoo

busy.Ididn'tbringthemhere,they

werereferredtoabiggerhospital

thanwhatwehavethere.I'mtaking



careofanewbornand5yearoldka

tala,weneedtobuytoiletriesand

theyneedtoeatlittlethingsbecause

theylostappetite.Ineedmoney

Ken:Idon'thavemoneykanteka

goreyouanddadaregetting

retirementbenefitswhyareyouso

broke?It'syourgrandchildrentoo,

whydoIhavetostrainmybudgets

justbecauseDidiwantedattention?

Her:Ihavebeenusingmymoneyand

ididn'tknowthiswouldhappen,look

atthetimeofthemonth.I'mhungry,i

haven'teatenanythingsincemorning

Ken:Butithoughttheygavefreefood



ingovernmenthospitals

Her:Youknowthatfoodisnever

enough

Ken:Idon'thavemoney,IsZane

responding?

Her:No,hestillhasmemorylossand

hecan't-

Ken:(angrily)LeboleleDidigore

thoseretardedchildrenarehers,i

wantminebasiame.Sheshouldbe

theonepayingforallthesetripsand

expensesbecauseshedidthatto

them.Whycouldn'tshekillherself

andleavethemalonenowihaveto

havenot1buttwodisabledchildren?



Whatamigoingtodowithbrain

deadchildren?

Her:(tearfully)Thiswomanhas

alwayshadthiseffectonyou,ithelao

senamaitseogaoratanaleAmante

kanakeyonekhumo?Idon'tlikethe

waytalkaboutthischildrenorthe

wayyoutalktome,aboobatagore

thomoladipelo.Kemalobahelaha

regokgaolamosethareng.Ifthereis

someonewhoshouldunderstand

whatthiswomanisgoingthroughis

youbecauseshetriedtokillherself

foryoumeaningshelovesyou.Very

soonyou'llberunningoutofideasto

keepupwithyourgirlfriend's



expensivelifestyleandyou'llgoback

tosellingdrugs.Thistimeyourfather

andiwillnotbethere,you'llsitin

courtalonewhilesheisoutthere

diningwiththenextrichman.I'llstop

askingyouformoneyifyoufeellike

it'snotyourresponsibilitybecause

youdidn'tputthekidsinhere.

Ken:(sighed)Okay,I'msorryforthat,

ididn'tmeantosounddisrespectful

butDidishouldgetupandtakecare

ofthem,Iwon'tletherrulemylife.

Youshouldn'tbethere,sheshould

Her:Sheissick,someonehastobe

hereforthechildren



Ken:Iunderstandthatbutidon't

thinkIshouldlosesomuchonthem

whentheymightevendie,ifthey

survivethey'regoingtobementally

disturbed.Whatkindoflifeisthat?

Theyshouldbetakenoutofthose

machinesandlaidtorest,Didi

alreadykilledthem.

Her:MayGodforgiveyoubecause

youdon'tknowwhatyou'redoing,bye

Shehungupthenhesighed,Amantle

putherarmsaroundhimkissing

him...



Amantle:ThisisthefirsttimeIhear

youstandupforyourselfandI'm

proudofyou,thesepeoplewantyou

tostoplivingjustbecauseof

decisionsmadebyDidi.Shelikesthe

attentionthey'regivingher,lether

enjoyit.Istillsayyoushouldjustput

yourfootdownaboutthesekids

beingputoutofthemachinesifthere

isany

Ken:Thelittleoneisonthemachines

Amantle:Askthedoctorstotakeher

offthemachines,what'sthepointof

keepingherifsheisgoingtobe

retarded?Haveyouseenretarded

people?Wehadoneinthefamily,she



wouldgetpregnantfromunknown

menbecausemenusedherand

sometimesshewoulddisappear

whiletakenbymeninthefarmstobe

usedforsexthenshewouldappear

pregnantnotknowingwho

impregnatedher.Isthatwhatyou

want?Zanewillprobablygetviolent

andstartbeatingeveryoneuponce

heisgrown,hemightevenrapehis

sister.Don'ttakethislightly.

Ken:IhearyoubutI'llletDidideal

withit,shecauseditotaabonagore

odirajangkabone.

Amantle:Takeoffyourclothesand

takeashowerboDidibaka



tsenyetsamothommudi,I'mina

celebratingmoodsolet'sforget

everythingandfocusonus...

Ken:(kissedher)Loveyou...

Hewalkedouttakingoffhisshirt....

AtCalvin'sHouse......

LaterthateveningTinaknockedthen

heopenedthedoorsmiling,sheput

herarmsaroundhimasheclosed

thedoorandlocked...



Calvin:Youneedtobecareful,whatif

yourparentslookforyouinyour

roomandyou'rethere?

Tina:(laughed)They'resleeping,trust

me...

Shetookoffhergownandjumpedon

thebedinhervestandshortsthen

Calvinlayontopofhersoftlykissing

herinhisshorts.…

Calvin:Iloveyou,doyouknowthat?

Tina:Iknow...



Tinapushedhimdownandsatonhis

chestgrindingonhisboner...

Tina:(giggled)Iwaswatchingporn

onlineearlier...

Calvin:(laughed)Youdidwhat?

Tina:Idownloadedit,it's2videos

Calvin:(snatchedherphone)Let's

watchit,aretsenemodikobong...

Theygotinbedandquietlywatched

thevideosastheybegunsweating

andbreathingheavily,Tinasmiled

andtouchedhishardrockbonerthen



sheburstedintolaugher....

Tina:Seriously

Calvin:(laughed)Don'teventryit

becauseiknowyou'rewettoo

Tina:I'mnot

Calvin:Letmecheck..

Hekissedherandslowlyslidishand

inhersoakingwetundies..

Tina:(softly)Mmh...

Calvin:(rubbinghimselfoverher)

Fuck..



Hisphonerangthenhepausedand

answered...

Calvin:Hello?

Auntie:HiCarl,youruncleandijust

hadatalkwithMayaandshetoldus

everythingthathappened.Idon't

wanttoapologiseoverthephonebut

itslatesoiwantyoutocomeover

tomorrowsowecanallsitdownand

talkaboutthis.WhatMayadidis

beyondoutrageous.

Calvin:Eemma,I'llcomeby

tomorrowmorning.



Auntie:Thanksmyboy,goodnight

Calvin:Goodnight

Hehungupandsmiledkissingher...

Calvin:Lookslikeeverythingisfalling

intoplace

Tina:Icanseethat...

Hekissedherandrubbedonher..

Atthehospital....



LaterthatnightAronawalkedinwith

asmileandsatnexttome...

Arona:Gasegorewaretholelawena?

Whothehellamigoingtochatwithif

youkillyourself?You'retheonly

personwhoknowsmethatdeep

Me:(laughed)You'rethefirstperson

tomakemelaugh,what'swrongwith

you?Soit'saboutyou

Arona:Yesit'saboutArocious....Can

iintroduceyoutoWord?

Me:Pleasedon't,hecan'tseeme

lookinglikethis....

Arona:I'msogonnalovehavinga



friedfriendkanadololoka

competition,ketilegogogatelela

gore

Me:(laughed)Aronastopitinpain

youmoron,myribshurt

Arona:I'mgoingtoloveyoumorenxu

strukekarmakammeruri

Me:(laughed)I'mgoingtobeatyou

assoonasiheal,Iswear...

WebothlaughedashecalledLefoko

thenhewalkedinandputhisarm

aroundhimastheysmiledatme...



Lefoko:Nicetomeetyouthoughi

don'tseeyou

Arona:(laughed)Babeyou'll

recognisethenose

Me:(laughed)Ronnystopit

Lefoko:(laughed)Babesbeniceto

thefriedchip

Me:(laughed)Okaygetout....

Therewassomethingfunnyabout

thewaytheytalkedtome,they

weren'tfeelingsorryformebut

neitherweretheymockingme,itwas

alljustabigjoketothemandfora

minuteIforgotmyproblemsthen



Kenwalkedin...

Arona:Wewillseelater..

Me:Bye,nicemeetingyouagain

Word

Lefoko:Nicemeetingyoutoo

TheywalkedoutasKenlookedat

themandbackatme....

Ken:Weneedtotalkabout

euthanasia,ifth-

Me:No,getout.

Ken:Youdidn'teve-



Me:(angrily)Isaidno,shameonyou.

Didyouforgetwhatyoutoldmethis

morningordidtheysuddenlywake

fromthedead?

Ken:Ifyoudon'tdothisI'mnotgoing

tobepartofitgapennakeahuduga

moMaunandI'mchangingmy

numberbecauseyouwanttocontrol

mylife.

Me:It'sokay,iexpectedthatandi

won'tevenfileforchildmaintenance.

Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout

pressinghisphone.......



6MONTHSLATER.....

Don'tforgettoLikeanddropusa

comment,goodnight.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AttheDaniel'sHouse.....

Themorningalarmbuzzedandi

switcheditoffasZaneandFaith

bothsleptoneachsidethenigotup

yawning.

IpreparedthetubforZaneand

ironedhisuniformtheniwokehimup

andbathedhim.Nomatterhowmany

timesitriedtoremindmyselfofwhat

thedoctorsaidaboutPostnatal

depressionistillfeltguiltyfortrying



totakethatinnocentlife,ithaunted

mebutiwasthankfulforthe

treatmentwebothgot.

Myboywasbacktonormal,climbing

onthingsanfaskingathousand

questionssomeofwhichididn'thave

theanswersto....

Zane:(playingwithabarofsoap)

Mama?

Me:Yes

Zane:Whereisdaddy?

Me:HeisworkinginGaborone



Zane:Canicallhim?

Me:Hedoesn'thaveacellphonebut

hewillcallusassoonashegetsa

cellphone.

Zane:Imisshim,whenarewegoing

home?

Me:Um...Thewindtookourroof

that'swhywehavetostaywith

grannyuntiligetenoughmoneyto

rentusahouse.

Zane:Ok...

Ifinishedpreparinghimforschool

andhandedhimabowlofsoft

porridgethenhesatonthecouch



andate,itwasalittletoughandmy

financeswerelowbutmyboywasn't

choosy.Hefinishedeatingand

pickedhisbagasipickedthebowl....

Zane:What?Idon'thavemopako

again...

Heopenedhisbagandlookedatthe

emptylunchbox...

Zane:Ican'tgotoschoolwithout

mopakoagain,youpromisedme

Me:Iknowbabebutididn'tfindthe



moneyiwashopingtoget.

Zane:(tearfully)Buteveryonecomes

withsnacksandtheteachertoldme

tostopaskingthemtosharewithme.

Me:Don'taskthemjusteatschool

foodandgetbackintheclass,idon't

havemoney

Zane:Canicalldaddyandaskhim

formoney?Iknowhewillgiveus

money.

Me:Itoldyouhedoesn'thavea

cellphone

Zane:(crying)Mamatheywon'tshare

withmeandidon'twanttobethe

onlyonewithoutsnack



Me:Thingsaredifferentnow,you're

atadifferentschoolbecausewe

don'thaveenoughmoneyandyou'll

havetobeatoughguy.Comehere....

Iheldhisarmandwalkedtothe

bedroomwhereitookoutP100and

satonthebedshowinghim...

Me:ThisisallihavebutFaithdoesn't

havemilkanddiapersbutifyouthink

youreallyneedsnack,icanputon

myshoesandgobuyyousnackright

nowthenyoucangowithlotsof

snackswhileFaithdoesn'thavemilk.



Shouldiputonmyshoes?

Zane:(helookedatFaithasleepand

smiledatme)No,ithinkI'lleat

schoolfoodandI'llsitwiththeones

whonevercomewithsnack.I'llstop

hangingwithClintonbecausehe

won'tsharewithmethoughhesays

wearefriends.I'llpickanewfriend

withoutsnackandalwayssitwith

him

Me:(tearfullysmiled)Thankyou...

You'reagoodbigbrother,I'msure

Faithlovesyou

Zane:(laughed)thoughshebitesme

Me:(laughed)Shebiteseveryone...



Comeonlet'sgo,you'llbelate...

Wewalkedoutsmilingashehunghis

bagonhisshouldersholdingapencil

thenitookhimhalfwayjusttomake

surehecrossedthemainroad

safely...

Me:Bye

Zane:(Running)Bye...

Hejoinedagroupofstudents

walkingtoschooltheniturnedback

home.



***

LaterthatmorningibathedFaithand

gotreadyfortheclinic,itwasthe

hardesttimeofthemonthforme

becauseihadtodealwithstares

fromeveryone.

Isatbythemirrorapplying

foundation,iappreciatedthatmy

facewasn'tfullyburnedbecausei

hadn'tpouredthepetrolonmyface

buttheflamesfrommybodyhad

slightlyburnedmethoughthemarks



wereslowlydisappearingandeasyto

coverwithafoundation.Mybiggest

problemwasmyhandsbecausei

couldn'thidethem...

Iputonlongsleevetopsandjeans

thensneakers,Faithlaidonthebed

playingwithbodylotioncrawlingas

shepusheditaround,ijumpedand

grabbedherasshesatontheedge

withoutlooking.That'sFaith,always

fallingoffthebed.....

Therewasaknockonthedoortheni

responded,myfatherinlawstuckhis



headinandsmiled...

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Letmeknowwhenyou'reready

sothatIcantakeyoutotheclinic

Me:Youdidn'thavetogetupsoearly,

icanwalktotheclinic

Him:Ihavealittlefuel,letmeknow.

Me:Ok..Ismotherstillsleeping?I

cookedsoftporridge

Him:Sheisstillasleep,thiscoughis

weakeningher.

Me:I'llcheckonher



Him:Ok,letmegoandwarmthe

engine...

Hesteppedoutasiwalkedintotheir

bedroomandbentovershakingher

shoulder,sheweaklyturnedaround

coughingwithagrinonherface....

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Her:Heisehubasengwanakasetile

gompolaa,ihavebeencoughingall

nightmychestispainful.This

medicationisdoingnothingtohelp

Me:Letmebringyoumotogosoyou

candrinksthepills,I'mgoingtothe



clinic

Her:Thanksmygirl...

Ibroughthersoftporridgeandlater

pickedFaithwalkingout,myfatherin

law'scarhadtroublestartingandhe

hadbeentryingforwhile...

Me:I'lljustwalktotheclinicpapa,it's

nottoofar

Him:ButTsabanaisveryheavyplus

Faith

Me:Thecarwon'tstart,thereis

nothingwecando..



Him:(sadly)Ok

Iwalkedoutthegateashecontinued

tryingandgaveup.....

AtOkavangoDelta.....

LaterthatmorningAronaapplied

sunscreenalloverhisbodyand

grabbedanovelwalkingoutin

sleepershoesandboxershortsthen

helaidonthehammockbythedeck

andputthebookoverhisface

creatingalittleshadowunderthe

sweetwarmmorningsunandtooka



journeyofagaycouple....

Lefokolaterpulledthecurtainsaside

andwalkedoutholdingabottleof

beershirtlessinhisjeansandleaned

overkissinghim...

Lefoko:Morning...

Arona:Morning...(closedthebook)

Drinkingagain?

Lefoko:I'mgettingridofthe

hangover,comehere...

Heliftedhimupandwalkedinside



kissinghim....

Lefoko:haveitoldyouhowmuchi

loveyourweight?Fuckingmakesme

feellikeHulkHorgan...

Arona:(laughedwithhisarmsaround

him)Andiloveitwhenyougetall

Hulkonme...

Heputthebeerontheheadboard

andtossedhimdownthenhelaidon

topkissinghim.Aronacouldtell

somethingwasbotheringhimandhe

wastryingtoohardtomedicate

himselfwithbeerandsex...



Arona:Babe?Talktome...

Lefoko:(annoyed)Ijustwanttomake

lovetoyouisthattoomuchtoask

for?

Yeahthattemperwaabouttoshow

andheknewitwasamatteroftime

beforehelostitbutunlikebeforehe

knewhowtokeepthatbeastunder

controlsohereachedforhischeek

andkissedhim...

Arona:(softly)Ofcoursenotbabe....



Aronaflippedhimdownandsaton

hischestkissinghim,heknewthe

besttimetotalktoamanwasafter

servinghimagoodoneandhedid

justthatasWordlaidonhisback

gettingthebestblowofhislife...

Aronagotontopridinghimuntil

Wordtookcontrolpressinghim

againstthewallandravishinghim

andlefthimdrippingsementhenhe

droppedonthebedandputapillow

overhishead...



Aronastoodtherelookingathimfor

amomentthenhesnatchedthe

pillowoffhisfaceandsatonhis

chest...

Arona:Canyoutellmewhat'seating

you?I'mnotgoingtobegyou

Lefoko:(withreddisheyes)Mywifeis

ill,likereallyill...Bedridden...I'm

scared,I'mnotreadytodealwiththe

childrenbymyself.They'reolderand

havegirlfriendsandboyfriends.I

don'twantto..

Arona:I'msorry...ButI'mhereto

makeallthatpainhoaway,youhave



totalktomewhenyouhave

problems.Angerisnotgoingtosolve

anything,drinkingwon'tsolve

anything,fuckingmeisokay(they

bothlaughed)ican'tcomplainabout

thatiloveitwhenyouusemelike

thatbecauseI'mheretoserveyou

andmakeallyoursexualdesires

cometrue.Youdesignedmefor

that...Youconvertedmetobeyours

sowhatwasthepointifyoucan't

fullyenjoyme?Letmebetherefor

youlikeyouhelpmewitheverything.

Lefokosmiledandpulledhimover

hischestthenhekissedhis



forehead...

Lefoko:Idon'tknowwhatI'dwithout

you,eachdayilookforwardtobeing

withyoubecauseidon'tpretendwith

youandyoualwaysknowwhattosay.

Iloveyou...

Atschool....

Thebellrangandtheteacherleft

pressingherphonethentwo

studentsbroughtabucketofsoft

porridgewhiletheoneswithsnacks

atefromtheirlunchboxes.



Zaneandafewstudentsputtheir

platesonthefloorastheoldest

studentservedtheirplatesandfilled

his.Thesoftporridgefinishedbefore

otherplatescouldbeservedand

othersgothebucketasZaneand

anotherboystoodtherewatching

quietly.

Zanegothisplateandputitbackin

thebagthenhesatonhischair

watchingotherstudentseating,he

puthisheaddownanddozedoff.



Minuteslatertheteacherhithimon

theheadwitharulerandhegotup

rubbinghiseyes.

Teacher:(angrily)Whyareyou

sleepinginclass?Why?Tisaseata....

Zanequietlyputouthishand...

Teacher:Turnitdownlikethis...

Heturnedhishanddownthenthe

teacherbeathimwitharulerthree

times,heshovedhishandbetween



histhighsastearsrolleddown...

Teacher:Givemetheanswer....

Zanelookedattheboardastears

blurredhiseyesthenherubbedhis

eyesandlookedatthemaththen

calculatedwithhisfingers......

Zane:1+3=4...(countedwithhis

fingers)2+3=5

Teacher:That'senough...Nexttime

I'llcrackthatbigheadwitharuler,

gakenangwanayoorobalangmo



classingyame.

Zanemassagedhisknucklesasthe

teachercontinuedteaching....

Attheclinic....

Laterthatmorningwestoodbythe

storeroomastheycalledoutthe

children'scardstocollectTsabana,i

tiedFaithbehindmybackandmoved

withthequeueassomewomen

whisperedandlookedatmefunnyi

wasusedtopeoplealwaysturning

theirheadsandthoughithurti



pretendediwasn'taware..

Assistant:FaithDaniel?

Iwalkedintighteningthebabybehind

meandpickedthreebagsofTsabana,

beansandcookingoilthenshe

handedmethecard.Itookoutabag

sackandputthemallintheretheni

tieditanddraggeditoutside.

Iaskedoneoftheladiestohelpme

putitonmyheadthenIpickedthe

baby'sbagandwalkedoutthegate

justasTiawasdrivinginwithashiny



Madza3andababystrappedinthe

carseat.Irecognisedherandprayed

toGodshedidn'trecognisemeasi

walkedawaybutshestoppedthecar

andhitthehornreversing....

Itookadeepbreathandturnedas

sherolleddownthewindowand

droppedherJaws....

Tia:MmeweeDidiwaabopamajaa?

Whyareyousoskinny?What

happenedtoyour....OhmyGod..

(shocked)OhmyGod

Me:(smiled)Hi...Youhavea



beautifulbaby

Tia:Didimmaobopamisiwakeeng

nemma?Nkilewabonagorewaa

bopamajaa?

Me:Ihavetogothissackisheavy

Tia:(tookouthersmartphone)Cani

haveyournumber?

Me:Idon'thaveaphone,bye..

Iturnedandwalkedaway,thefoodi

wascaringonmyheadwasheavy

butididn'tlikethewayshetalkedto

me,igotthatalotandiwondered

howmanyofthosepeopleactually

stoppedandwonderedifitwas



insensitivetosaythattoanother

person.Iwasn'tgoingtogivehermy

numbersimplybecauseinthe3

minutesihadbeenwithhershehad

managedtomakemefeelworthless

andididn'tneedthatkindof

negativityinmylife.

Afterwalkingashortdistancei

stoppedunderthetreeandputthe

sackdowntotakeashortrest.....

Ilaterwalkedpasttheschoolgateas

thelowerclassesknockedoff,Zane

ranbehindmecallingmeandi



stoppedwaitingforhim...

Me:Hi

Zane:Hi,letmehelpyoucarryFaith...

Me:Sheisheavyandwearealmost

home

Zane:Icancarryher,letmehelpyou...

IputthesackdownanduntiedFaith

asZanegavemehisbacktheni

walkedbehindasZanewalkedin

frontcarryinghislittlesister...

Me:Howwastheschool?



Zane:Itwasfine

Myphonerangandipicked

supportingthesackofTsabana...

Me:Hello?

Ken:Isawyourcallbacks,kegoreha

okasendercallbackeleonegoka

reng?Doyouhavetosend10?

Me:Thekidsneedmoney,can'tyou

atleastsendmeP300orletmestay

atourhouse?I'mnotcomfortable

stayingwithyourparents,mustthey

feedthechildrenandalsofeedme?

Kanawearestilllegallymarried



becausethedivorceisn'tfinalsoi

haveasayaboutthathouse.

Ken:Justbecausethecourtistaking

forevertoprocessthingsdoesn't

meaniwantyouDidilegoneyou

knowI'mnotworking,Idon'thave

money.

Me:Isawthatyou'rebuilding9more

chaletsandyoustillcan'tsupport

yourchildren?Kantekerengnerraka

bana?

Ken:Idon'thavemoney

Zane:IsthatDaddy?Canitalktohim?

Me:Zanewantstotalktoyou



Ihandedhimthephonethenhe

stoppedandanswered,igotFaith

andputheronmywaist...

Zane:Hello?Daddy?

Ken:HiZane

Zane:Canyoubuymemopako?And

supermanpencil?

Ken:I'llbuythem

Zane:(smiled)ok,imissyou.When

areyoucoming?

Ken:I'mcomingtomorrow,I'llsend

Didiyourmoney.Ihavetogotowork

Zane:Iloveyou



Hehungupastearsfilledmyeyes,it

wasn'tthatididn'twantZanetalking

tohisfatheritwasknowingthatKen

wasn'tgoingtodowhateverhe

promisedhimandthiskeptraising

Zane'shopesfornothing.Hehad

beenpromisingtosendmoneyfor

monthsanditneverhappenedbut

Zaneneverstoppedbelievingwhich

brokemyheart,iwasbeginningto

wonderifcuttingcommunication

withhimalltogetherwasthebest

optionsoZanecangobackto

knowingthathedoesn'thaveafather

likebefore....



ZanegotFaiththenwestoppedby

theroadforthecarstopass,asiput

myhandaroundZane..

Acarstoppedadistancefromusbut

ididn'tthinkofanythingandcrossed

theroadlookingbothsidesasZane

hurriedbeforeme.Thecarturned

andfollowedus,thedriverstoppedat

thetreeinfrontofusandstepped

out.

ItwasBayangandhewasthelast

personineededseeingmelikethat,i



didn'tevenknowhowiwasgoingto

walkpasthimashetearfullystared

atmeleaningagainstthecarwithhis

handsinthepockets.

HesmiledatZane...

Bayang:HelloZane

ZanestoppedconfusedthenBayang

walkedoverandslowlypickedFaith...

Bayang:Ihopesheisn'tafraidof

strangers...



HepickedFaithandtearfullysmiled

lookingatherthenhelookedatme...

Bayang:Thisonelookslikeyou,Zane

lookslikehisdad.

Me:(shamefully)Hi...

Bayang:(sadly)Hey...(toZane)Hey

buddygetinthecarwhileitalkto

mom,getyoursister...

Zanegotinthecarwhereagrown

boywassittinginthefront,fromhis

faceicouldtellitwashisson.Hehad



Aone'acomplexiontoo.Bayangput

FaithonZane'slapandclosedthe

doorashissonofferedZanegrapes...

Bayangtookdowntheheavysack

frommyheadandputitdown

lookingatmeasishamefullylooked

downthenhepulledmecloserfora

hugashesniffled.Itriedtoholdmy

tearsbuttheyjustcameoutandi

eventuallybrokedowncryingholding

himtightly....

Bayang:(shakyvoice)I'msorry....

Me:Youdidn'tdoanything...



Bayang:Isawyouatthehospital

monthsagoandIwantedtosayhi

butididn'tthinkyou'dtalktome.Had

ikeptincontacti..

Me:Don'tblameyourselfforwhat's

happeninginmylife.

Bayang:Didiwedon'thavetobe

loverstohelpeachother,itoldyou

myhelpisneverconditionalwithyou.

Icanseeyou'restillwearingyour

weddingringandirespectthatbuti

wanttohelpyouwiththelittleican.

Letme

Me:I'mstayingwithmyin-laws,what

willtheythinkofmegettinghelp



frommen?

Bayang:Whathappenedtoyour

gardenkante?

Me:Itdidn'tworkout...

Bayang:Whydon'twethinkof

somethingelseinstead...

Me:Iappliedfortheyouthfundsoi

canstartacampsite

Bayang:Wowthat'sbrilliant,ican

helpyouwithcontactsofpeoplei

knowwhowillprobablyhelpyou.

Businessisnetworking

Me:Okay

Bayang:Let'sgetinthecar...



Hepickedmysackandputitinthe

bootthenhissongotinthebackand

closedthedoor.Igotinthefrontthen

Bayangdroveoff...

Bayang:That'smyson,doyou

rememberhim?

Me:Heissogrown,thelasttimeI

sawhimhewasababy.(laughed)

HowisAone?

Bayang:Shepassedaway,didn'tyou

know?

Me:No,Lolodidn'ttellme



Bayang:Maybeshedoesn'tknow

Me:Whenwasthis?

Bayang:Fivemonthsagosoigotmy

sonbecausethegrandparents

weren'ttakingcareofhimthewayi

wanted.

Me:You'reagoodfather,Kenwon't

supporthiskids

Bayang:(laughed)Waiidon'tbequick

tocomplimentme,kelathilengwana

koKasane,igottherekelestressed

andmadeababywitharebound.As

soonasimovedbacktoMaunwe

aberelosercontactleratonyanala

tenglehela,wewerefriendson



Facebookandisawsomewedding

picturesgoreonyetsweiguessshe

blockedmeafterordeletedher

account,that'swastheenduptonow

gakeitsegorengwanaokaeotshela

jangandAone'sdeathgotme

thinkingmaybemydaughterisout

thereabusedbyherstepdad.It

bothersmeanditriedtotracethis

womansoicanatleastsupportthe

babybutitslikeshevanished.

Me:Atleastonaleguiltandyou're

tryingtofixyourmistakes.

Bayang:I'mnotgettinganyyounger,

it'sabouttimeIstopplayingand

think...Whyareyoustillwearingyour



weddingring?Isn'titthisguyleftyou?

Me:Wearestillmarried,I'mhiswife.

Bayang:Isee..

Me:Youhavetodropushere,idon't

wantmyin-lawsseeingmendropme

off.

Bayang:(handedmehiscard)I

startedasmallbusinessconsultancy

company,givemeacallsowecan

talkaboutthatcampsite.Sometimes

whenyoucan'tfindajobitsimply

meansyou'renotmeanttoworkbut

havepeopleworkforyou.

Me:True



Hestoppedthecarthenigotoutwith

thekidsandgotmysack,heclosed

thebootandlookedatme..

Bayang:You'llbefineautwa?

Me:(smiled)Iknow

Bayang:Shap

Zane:ByeJuju

Juju:Bye...Catch

HethrewoutaballthenZaneran

backandpickedit...

Zane:Thanks



Juju:Sure...

Zaneforgothislittlesisterandkicked

theballrunningontheroadasI

laughedathimcarryingitonmyhead

andFaithonmyleftwaist...

Minuteslateriwalkedthroughthe

gateandmyfatherinlawmetme

halfwayandgottheheavybag...

Him:It'ssoheavy...

Me:ZanecarriedFaithontheway

Him:Icookedlunchforyou,areyou



hungry?

Me:YesandI'mexhausted.Howis

mama?

Him:Shefeltbetterandvisitedher

sister

Me:Atleast....

HehandedZanefoodandisatdown

takingoffmyshoesthenhegota

Faithandhandedmethefood....

Him:Hereyougo...

Me:Thankyou...

Him:(handedmehiscard)Ohigot



paidtoday,thistimebuyyourself

somethingbeforebuyinggroceries.

Doyourhairandlookyourage.

Me:Thankyou...

Him:IcareaboutyouDidiand...IfI'll

makeyouhappyifyouletme

Me:Idon'tunderstand..

Him:You'reoldenoughtounderstand

whatI'msaying...

Me:You'remyfather...

Him:Ami?

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.

.

[9/4,12:01AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴93

AttheDaniel'shouse...

Me:Idon'tunderstand...



Him:(lookinginmyeyes)Really?

Me:(laughedandstoodup)Thisis

crazy...I'msorryforlaughingbuti

justneverthoughtallthesenice

thingsmeantthat

Him:(relaxed)Haveaseatweare

stilltalking...

Ipausedlookingathim,themanwas

actuallyseriousandforamoment

thereithinkheseducedmewithhis

eyes.HehadKenobviouslybut....

Isighedandsatdownashelookedat

me...



Him:DoyouthinkI'mtoooldforyou?

Me:It'snotthat,you'renotthatold

butyou'remyfatherinlawandit's

notrightbutI'llthinkaboutit.

Him:Takeallthetimeyouneed,we

arenotinahurry.

Me:OK

Him:Andevenifyourejectmedon't

worryaboutmetreatingyou

differently,you'llstillbemydaughter

andmylittlegirlit'sjustthatlittle

boysdon'talwaystakecareoftheir

peersthewaytheyaresupposedto

anditsbecausethey'reboys,they



don'tknowagoodthingwhenthey

haveit.Youcanbedaddy'slittlegirl

andgeteverythingyouwant...

Me:Whatwouldbeaguarantee?

LookatwhatKendidtome,he

chasedmeoutofourhouseand-

Him:I'dputthingsinyourname,

you'remylastchanceatlivinglifeto

thefullest.Idon'tneedallthose

cattle,thefarmandallthese....Ijust

wanttoenjoymytimewithyou...I

wantyoutomakemefeelyoung

again.Itwouldbeadreamcometrue

forapersonmyagetoevenhavea

chancewithsomeoneofyourage

andenergy...



Me:Whataboutyourwife?

Him:Shehascancerandshedoesn't

wantthechildrentoknow,she

refusedtotakethechemotherapy

becausedoctorssayitisatan

advancedstage.That'swhyshewas

quicktoforgiveyouandbringyou

intothefamilybecauseshewas

hopingyouandKencangiveherthe

satisfactionofbeingsurroundedby

family.

Me:What?

Him:Yeahbutdon'ttellanyone,it'sa

personaldecisionandshehas

alreadywrittenthemletterswhich



theywillreceiveafterherfuneral.

Me:No...What?Sosheisjustgiving

up?

Him:Pleasedon'ttrytobeaheroby

tellinganyoneirtryingtotalkherout

ofit,respectherwishesforallshe

hasdoneforyou.

Me:Okay,irespectherwishes.

Hetouchedmyhandsoftlyand

kisseditthenhewalkedout...

Him:Takeyourtime....westillhave

time



Me:Ok...

Iheavedasighassoonasthe

bedroomdoorclosed,the

awkwardnessofourconversation

andthetinglingofmyskinwhenhe

kissedmyhand...Jesuswonders

shallneverend.Istillcouldn'tbelieve

theconversationijusthadwithmy

fatherinlaw...

IsentLoloacallbackandstepped

outasshecalledme....

Me:(loweredmyvoicewalking



behindthehouse)Hello?

Lolo:Hey

Me:(laughed)Youwon'tbelievethis

Lolo:(laughed)I'mlaughingbuti

don'tknowwhatiwon'tbelieve

Me:RragweKenwantsme

Lolo:(coveredhermouthand

laughed)Ifitwasn'tforMaDanielI'd

sayfuckhimandmakesurethatson

ofabitchfindsoutforhurtingyou.

Me:(laughed)Omoloithe

Lolo:Don'tpretendithasn'tcrossed

yourmind

Me:(laughed)Andhesayshewould



givemethefarm,cattleandthe

houseWaitsekooreI'dtake

inheritanceyotheyagaKenleOtlhe?

Andthismanhasalotofcattleska

bonaatsamayakaHiluxjaana.He

hasabigfarmworthamillion,kebua

kapolasikana,hehashorses,cattle,

sheepandpigsjaanongjaakaoitse

bagolohekeepsthemandlivesa

normallifelikeheisnotsittingon

goldmine.(glancedbehindme)

Jaanongreetsaha,mmagweKenhas

terminalcancer,apparentlyshewon't

livelongandshehasbeenreallysick

lately.(sighed)MmaweeLolothe

witchinmeisthinkingfunnythings



(webothlaughed)Thedevilisusing

me,canyouimagineKenwalkingin

withhisarmaroundAmantlethinking

hehastheinheritancesinceheisthe

heironlytofindoutthatmypussydid

wondersformegapekanaI'm

thinkingaboutZaneandFaith,ifKen

marriesAmantlehewon'tevencare

aboutmychildrensoihavetofind

themsomethingtofallbackon.

Lolo:Eishwaitseit'stempting,oh

Godforgivemeforgettingtempted

ntsekereI'mbornagain.Ifeellike

suchabadfriendWaitse...Uhmma

togelahelayou'llsurviveonyourown,

youknowilovemoneyandthehigh



lifestylekoorejaanaabokesetseke

bonaopegile20cattleatBotswana

MeatCommissioncashing50Kand

buyingacar.Eishjesoweennakana

koloientseelathaloganyo.Thedayi

boughtthiscarididn'tsleepatnight,

ikeptmovingthecurtainsjustto

makesureiwasn'tdreaming

Me:(laughed)Iremembero

kgweetsaleyagaLorekabogodu

Lolo:(laughed)Ilovecars,that'swhy

itwasthefirstthingiboughtafter

divorcekanonakamotsotso.

Me:(laughed)Lolothemmastopit,a

fewcattlecangivemeaBenzorAudi,



niceclothesformykids

Lolo:Andoldpeoplewillspoilyou

akeremogoeneole14gapeoitse

goreoshelemma,thosescarsmay

behardtoexplainineachnew

relationships.Nowadaysmenget

turnedoffbyeverything.

Me:Eishnnakanakekokhumong

jaanongletsonedipadigakemogo

tsone,aojeso...Whythiswhenmy

childrenaresuffering?KanaZaneke

privateschool,FaithpreschoolandI'd

startmybusinessabokegamolaKen

kerobalarragwegorewena,andheis

soeasyhewillhanghimself.



Lolo:(laughed)Okayseriouslyclearly

you'regettingtemptedletmepretend

nottobetemptedandactlikea

christianfriendbysayingdon'tsleep

withyourfatherinlawbecauseit's

wrongbut-(welaughed)uhnobuts

justdon't..Hai

Me:Mxmthisoldmangavemeabig

assignmentgatweishouldtakemy

time

Lolo:Butgarebuanneteheisnotso

badbecauseheisnotthatold,hehas

agoodphysicandheissmart.He

lookscutetooibileogaisaKenka

Kenobatilegotshwanalemmagwe



Me:(laughed)Lolowitchcraft!

Lolo:(laughed)Iwasjustsayingyou

knowitoldyouthatyoucan'tsleep

withyourfather,isn'titincest?

Me:(laughed)Aewenakana,letme

gobackinsideandusemyheadto

thinkifiusemyheartI'llgoallwicked

andI'mnotwicked.

Lolo:Eemmawearebornagain

akere

Me:Eemma

Welaughedasihungupandwalked

towardsthehousethenisawmy

motherinlawwalkinginthroughthe



gate.Shestoppedforaminute

holdingherkneesrestingthenshe

walkedover..

Iturnedbackwalkingtowardsher...

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:I'mfine,it'sjustthecough..Itwill

goaway

Me:Okay...

Wewalkedinsidethehouseandshe

laidonthebedthenibroughtthe

foodasherhusbandremovedher



shoesandsatontheedgeofthebed

rubbinghershoulder....

Him:Areyouokay?

Her:(coughedandsighed)Yes...I

madethingsworsebywalking

Ihurriedinwithfoodandbentover...

Me:Hereisthefood...

Shesatontheedgeandhadherfood

asherhusbandlookedatme...



Her:Wherearemygrandkids?Did

theyeat?

Me:Yes...They'resleeping..

Her:OK,MmagweAbalenggaveme

P200,getitinmypurseanddoyour

hairngwetsiyame...Youlonghad

thathairstylepeoplewillstart

gossiping

Me:Thankyou

Igotthemoneyandwalkedoutguilt

strickenthenigotBayang'scardand

senthimacallback.Hecalledwithin

afewminutesandisteppedout....



Me:Hello?

Bayang:Ithoughtitmightbeyou

Me:Really?Howdidyouknow?

Bayang:Nobodyeversendsmecall

backs

Me:(laughed)Mxm,listen...

(reluctantly)Ineedafavour...Doyou

stayalone?

Bayang:Yes,why?

Me:Canweshareuntilifindajob?I'll

helpoutbyworkingaroundthehouse

an-

Bayang:Itoldyoumyhelpisn't

conditional,youdon'thavetopayme



oranything.I'mjustafriendhelpinga

friend.Whendoyouwanttomovein?

Me:Willtomorrowbetoosoon?

Bayang:It'sokay,itwillgivemetime

tocleanup.

Me:thanksalot

Bayang:Sure

Ihungupandwalkedbackinsideas

aP50airtimereported,ifrowned

confusedthenireceivedamessage.

Bayang:(text)Skantirelacallback

gape



Me:(replied) Thankyou

Iputmyphoneinthepocketand

walkedtotheirbedroomwherethe

doorwasstillwideopen,ipulleda

chairandtookadeepbreath....

Me:Mamaiwanttomoveoutand

staywithafriend,itsclosertothe

butcheriwanttoworkat

Her:Whoisgoingtohelpyouwith

thechildren?No,thewholefamily

cannotabandonyouwithchildren.

(coughed)Mphafilemowardropung..



Ihandedherthefilethenshetook

outhercardocumentsandhanded

themtome...

Her:Iwantyoutotakemycar,I'mtoo

weaktodriveanywayandthe

childrenaretoomuch.Itjustneedsa

newbattery,yourfatherwillbuyit

tomorrowandreplaceitthenwecan

changethenames,iwantyoutouse

itforthechildren

Me:You'regivingmeyourcar?

Her:(coughed)I'mgivingthechildren

mycar,youcanwalk

Me:(laughed)Thankyou



Him:I'llfixitforhertomorrow..

Me:Butistillwanttomoveout

Her:I'mgivingyouthecarsothatyou

cangotoworkwithitwhileyou're

hereandwherewillFaithgowhen

you'reatwork?You'renotreadyto

leave.Thisishomekanagarego

tseyesentennana?

Me:Youtreatmefine,itsnotthat

Her:Thenwhat?Whyleavehometo

gobewithafriendwhowillprobably

betiredofsupportingyou?Youhave

afamilyhere,thereasonitoldOtlhe

tomoveoutisbecauseshewas

troublingyouandthisisyourhome



too,thesechildren'shome...They

can'tbestayingwithfriends

Me:(sighed)Ijustwanttomove

Her:why?Istheresomethingthat

bothersyou?Arewemistreatingyou?

Isyourfathertroublingyou?

Me:No

Her:Howcanyouleavemewheni

wascountingonyoutokeepme

company?Ijustwantedtospendmy

lastdayswithmygrandchildren,if

thereissomewhereiwrongedyou

canyouforgiveme?Idon't

understandwhatchangedsoquick,

(tohim)Hassomethinghappened?



Him:Notthatiknowoffno

Me:It'snothing,ijustwant...(sighed)

I'llstay,ijustthoughtiwasaburden.

I'llstay

Her:You'renotaburden...You're

family....

Me:Thankyou,I'llgocleanthe

kitchen...

Iwalkedoutandputthecar

documentsinthebedroombefore

headingtothekitchen...

***



Minuteslatermyfatherinlawwalked

inasiwasdoingthedishesandi

turned,hehadaguiltylookonhis

faceandhewasbeyondsorryso

muchifeltsorryforhim.

Him:Pleaseforgiveme...I'mvery

sorry,ididn'tmeantoscareyoulike

that.Ididn'tthinkyou'devenmove

out

Me:Don'tapologise,ithoughtabout

it.I'lldoitbutonlyifyouput

everythinginmyname...Like

everythingyouown,ican'ttakea



chanceafterwhatyoursondid

Him:Idon'tmindguaranteeingthati

won'tleaveyou...I'lldowhateveryou

wantjustsowecangostayatthe

farmandbefreebyourselvesthere.

You'lldrivetoMaun,doyour

shoppingandallthenjoinmethere...

Me:Okay...(smiled)Agreed...

Hewalkedoverandhuggedmeasi

huggedhimbackthenheleaned

backgivingmeasimplekissonthe

lips...

MmagweKen:(heartskippedasshe



putherhandonherchest)Modimo

wame!!RragweOfana?

Webothturnedstartledandshe

meltedfallingonthefloorthenwe

bothrantowardsherandkneltdown

shakingher....

Don'tforgettoLike,goodnightfam

*

*

*

*

*



.

.

.

.

[9/4,12:02AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴94

Atthehospital.....

IwaitedinthecarholdingFaithwhile

Zaneplayedinthebackseatwiththe

ballhehadbeengivenbyBayang's

son...



Zane:Mamawhat'sthatboy'sname

again?Theonewhogavemetheball

Me:I'mnotsuremaybeit'sJunior,

mostboysarecalledJunior

Zane:(smiled)Ohhhhhithinkhesaid

somethinglikethat...Whyishesofat?

Me:Idon'tknowZanemaybeheeats

toomuch

Zane:Hisstomachisverybigandhe

breathesloudly

Me:(laughedandturnedtohim)But

ifwemeetthemagaindon'ttellhim

heisfat,it'snotnice



Zane:Okay,whydaddywon'tletusto

gohome?

Me:Itoldyouthewindtooktheroof

Zane:Iheardyoutalkingtothephone

yesterdayandyousaidhedoesn't

wanttosendusmoneytoo,doesn't

helovemeanymore?

Me:(sighed)Ok,um...Zaneyour

fatherandidon'tlikeeachother

anymore,himandiarenotfamily....

Butyou'restillhissonandFaithishis

daughterbutidon'tknowwhyheis

refusingtosendyoumoney.

Zane:Ok...Didimakehimangry?

Me:No,sometimespeoplejust



changebythemselvesandit'snot

yourfaultandmaybeonedaydaddy

willcometoyouandexplainwhyhe

didn'ttakecareofyoubutfornowi

wantyoutoknowthatI'mgoingto

workveryhardsoyoucanhave

everythingyouneed,iknowthisweek

hasbeenhardbecauseyour

grandparentshadnotbeenpaidbut

yourgrandfathergotpaidyesterday

sotomorrowwearegoingshopping

andbeforegoinghometonightI'llbuy

youmopako.

Zane:Ok



Myphonerangthenileanedback

answeringasFaithdrunkmilkfrom

thebottle....

Me:Hello?

Ken:(authoritatively)Whathappened?

Papaisnotansweringhisphonebut

earlierhesaidmamacollapsed

Me:Idon'tknow,whydon'tyoucall

himgaanaphone?

Ken:Akerekaregaaarabewatsenwa

ne?

Me:Jaanongnnakepersonal

secretaryyagagwe?Oskatwaela

phoneameKenna



Ken:Nxla

Hehungupandirolledmyeyes

goingthroughcarsI'dbuyassoonas

hisfathergavemethecattlethenhe

calledagain...

Me:(sighed)Hello?

Ken:Whyompuisamakgakga?

Me:Kennalesagotshamekelamo

founingyame

Ken:Waajewaakere?

Me:Hakereng?

Ken:Obuwamaretehela



Me:Hanekesehathokogabana

nkabekegobolelelagorewenaobua

engsagaAmantle,Kennalesago

nteletsaharragoasaarabefouni

leletsammagootswemogonna

gakemmagoyet

Ken:OtaanyelakanaDidiwaitse

Me:Godirawenapeleyomotona,

nxla

Ihungupandcontinuedbrowsing

thenhecalledagain...

Me:Gatwegorilengne?



Ken:Ismymotherokay?

Me:Mmagoosulekwa,mxm!

Ihungupandblockedhisnumber

thenicontinuedbrowsingand

glancedatZanewhowasdistrusted

bytheball.

Minuteslatermyfatherinlawwalked

outofthehospitalholdingmmagwe

Ken'sbagandfromthelookonhis

faceitlookedlikedoctorsmanaged

toresuscitatehiswife.



Heopenedthedoorandgotinthen

hestartedthecarandreversed...

Me:Whatdidtheysay?

RragweKen:Shepassedaway...

(drivingoutthegate)Passmethe

phonesoicaninformthefamily

Me:What?Areyouserious?

RragweKen:Yes,iwanttopushthem

sowecanburryheronSaturdaythat

waywecangotothefarmby

Monday

Me:No,that'stoosoon.Peoplewill

besuspiciousandpleaseworkon

yourgrievingfaceyoudon'tlooklike



agrievinghusbandobatago

nkgoleganerra

RragweKen:(thoughtbackand

lookedatme)Idon'tlooklikea

grievinghusband?

Me:Notatall,you'retalkingabout

goingtothefarmwehaveafuneral

toarrangeandpeopletocryforand

convincethatweactuallycare,i

honestlycare....I'mexcitedaboutus

butI'malittlesad,canyouatleast

pretendtobesad.

RragweKen:(madeasadfunnyface)

Howisthis?

Me:(laughedandsmackedhisarm)



Stop,that'snotfunny

RragweKen:(laughed)I'mactually

sadbutthethoughtofbeingwithyou

isjust.....(tookadeepbreath)Its

overwhelming...Itsnotlikeidon't

careiknewshewasgoingtodie,i

beenexpectingitformonthsandI've

hadtimetogrieveorwhatever.I

didn'texpectittobeaheartattack

butIknewshewasgoingtodie

anywayandweweren'tevenhaving

sex.Thelastwehadwaslastyear

Me:Don'tcollapseontopofmentse

obuabolastyearjalo

RragweKen:(smiled)Youmeanit's



thatgood?

Me:Justwait,Idoubtyoubeen

fucked

RragweKen:(tookadeepbreath)

NowI'mabouttohaveaheart

attack...

Welaughedashetookthephoneand

sincerelyannouncedthesadnews......

AtGaborone.......

ThetelephonerangthenKengotoff

thecouchandreachedforitwhile



reducingthevolume...

Ken:Hello?

Voice:Hi,it'sMmagweAmantle,cani

talktoher?

Ken:Sheisnothome,haveyoutried

callingher?

Voice:sheisnotpicking

Ken:Ibeencallingheralldaytoo

Voice:Whenisshetakingher

daughter?KooreAmantlearekereng

kangwanawasugardiabetes,kana

sheneedstobewithhermother

Ken:Kanannakelekilegobualeene



gorewhyresannelengwanaandshe

saysshedoesn'thaveenoughtime

anddoesn'tthinkicanhandleachild

withsugardiabetesthoughitoldher

I'mwillingtotryandlearnwhatit's

aboutbecauseI'veneverseen

anyonewithitbutsherefused.

Voice:Heiwaitsekemathata,

gosiamerra

Ken:Bye

Hehungupanddialedheragain,the

dooropenedandherphonerangon

herhandasshewalkedintakingoff

herheels...



Ken:hey

Amantle:Hey...

SheheadedtothebedroomasKen

followedher....

Ken:Whathappened?Youweren't

answeringyourphone

Amantle:Iwasworkinglate,wehad

tostaybehindandfigureoutafew

things.Thecooperateworldisn'ta

clockwork.

Ken:Yourmothercalled,shewants



ustogetJan

Amantle:Mamashouldjuststaywith

JanuntilI'vesettleddown,Idon'tget

thiswomanandwhysheissoafraid

tostaywithhergrandchildlikeother

oldpeople.Shejusthastocomplain

abouteverything

Ken:ButshehasapointbecauseJan

isdiabeticsoshe-

Amantle:Sheisdiabetictoosooraya

jangkabaatshwanaeneleJan.Did

shecallyou?Idon'tappreciate

peoplegoingbehindmybackcalling

mymanandpaintingmebad,isshe

tryingtosayI'mabadmother?



Ken:Baberelax,sheisyourmother.

Whywouldshepaintyoubad?And

shecalledthelandline,shewasn't

evencallingmeshecalledyou

becauseyouweren'tansweringher

Amantle:Ehe..

Ken:Myfathercalledmeanhourago,

mymotherpassedon.Apparentlyhe

foundherinbedandthoughtshewas

asleepbutwhenhenoticedshe

wasn'tbreathingherushedhertothe

hospitalwheretheyconfirmherdead.

Amantle:(sighedtakingoffher

clothes)I'msorry

Ken:Canyoutakeafewdaysoffso



wecangoforthefuneral?

Amantle:I'mworkingonaprojectand

ijustgothiredidon'thaveleavedays.

JustgobyyourselfandI'llcomefor

theburialonweekend.I'llflyifihave

to

Ken:Alright

Sheheadedtothebathroomwhere

shetookabathwhileKensatonthe

stoolandsighedfrustratedly....

Ken:Thereissomethingbothering

me,thelasttimeitalkedtomy

motherthingsdidn'tgowellandher



wordsweren'texactly"blessive"

Amantle:(lyinginthetub)OhGod

pleasetellmeyoudon'tbelievein

superstitions,whatisitwithpeople

whoneverwenttoschool...(Ken

lookedatherandshesighed

regrettably)Ididn'tmeanitlikethat,i

meanlike...Peoplewhodon'tbelieve

inscience.Sheisdeadandshecan't

doanythingtoyou,herwordsdon't

meananything,it'sjustwordssaidby

adeadpersonandtheyarepointless

toeventhinkabout.Onceaperson

diesthey'regone.Thereisnospirits

orpowersoranyofthatshit,ibelive

inscience.



Hepinchedthebridgeofhisnose

andstoodup...

Ken:Letmefinishwatchingthat

game...

Amantle:Okay...Whenisthecourt

date?LikeIsaidKeniwon'tbeaside

chickforlong.

Ken:In2weeks,ialreadytoldyou

this,areyouthreateningme?You

knowIdon'trespondtoowellto

those

Amantle:I'mremindingyouthatI'm

notdesperateenoughtostaywitha



marriedmanforthislong.

Ken:Whatdoyouwantmetodoif

thecourtisslow?

Amantle:2weeks,Okay?I'mgiving

you2weeks

Heglancedatherandwalkedout

thenhelaidonthecouchstaringat

thescreenbuthestillcouldn'tbelieve

hismotherwasgone.Hisheartwas

breakingandhehadnoonetotalk

to...Hesearchedtheguyafrom

churchbutithadbeenawhilesince

hebeentochurchandtheyprobably

heardaboutthedivorce,thewife



settingherselfonfireandthenewlife

hehadwithAmantle...

Heputthephonedownandreached

foracigarettethenhesteppedout

forasmoke....

AtBayang'sHouse....

ThenextmorningBayangchanged

thebeddinginthethespareroom

thenhisphonerang...

Bayang:hello?



Aatile:Hey,heardyou'renotfeeling

well,what'sup?

Bayang:AenoI'mnotsickiwasjust

sayingsothebossdoesn'ttrouble

me,I'mcleaningupDidiismovingin

withthechildrensoihadtodoabit

ofshoppingandcleaningup,shehas

alittlebabysoiwantedtomakesure

it'sclean.

Aatile:(laughed)Okay

Bayang:What?

Aatile:Thingsarelookingup

Bayang:Sheisgoingthroughalot

already,wehavealottodobeforei

caneventhinkaboutthat.



Aatile:Isee,justdon'tletherbreak

yourheartagain.I'mnevercryingfor

anotherwomanagainifsomethinga

womanwillcryformenottheother

wayround

Bayang:(sighed)Totadirelationship

keriskhelabutthewaythisguy

brokeDidigakearata,omosutileand

ihavemegahateforhim.Kemmeile

trap

Aatile:Wenagongweokamokgona,

nnaoneasamponekasepemaybe

it'sbecauseI'mshortneanthaetsa

mathoampitsagaygoreoboyfriend

yame



Bayang:Nxla,kemmeiletrepemme.

Letmecleanupretaabua

Aatile:Sure....

Hehungupandcontinuedcleaning...

AttheDaniel's....

Laterthatdaymorefamilymembers

startedarrivingandfilledtherooms,

Otlhejoinedherauntsintheliving

roomasiwalkedpastthemcarrying

Faith....



Me:Dumelang..

All:Hello....

Iwalkedtowardsmyfatherinlaw

whowastalkingtooneofmyunclein

laws...

Me:Canitalktoyou?

Him:Yes..

Westoodaside...

Me:I'mgoingtothemall



Him:TakemmagweOfana'scar,i

boughtthebatterythismorning

Me:No,itwillbeweird...Iwantedto

knowifmmagweKenwroteawill

Him:Awillforwhat?Iowneverything

Me:Ohokay

Him:Canyoustopworrying?I

wouldn'tbetrayyou...Iloveyouand

allIwantisfortheburialtobeover

sowecanbeleftallaloneandenjoy

eachother,alltheseseemstobe

takingforever.

Me:Justdon'tforgettogrieve

Him:(smiled)Iwon't...



Me:Shap

Iwalkedout...

AtBayang'sHouse....

Laterthatafternooniknockedonthe

doorthenheopenedwithasmileand

movedback...

Bayang:Hey...Ididn'texpectyouso

earlyandithoughtyou'llletmeknow

aoicanpickyourbags

Me:Canwetalk



Bayang:(confused)Sure,what'sup?

Me:Mymotherinlawpassedaway

lastnightsoican'tmoveoutnow

andmaybeimightnotneed

accommodationbecausefromhere

theoldmanwillbegoingbacktothe

farmwhileistaytherewiththekids.

Bayang:Youneedtoleavethatfamily

andclosetheirchapterinyourlifeor

elseyou'llnotmoveforward,Kenna

divorcedyouwhatmoredoyouneed

toremindyouthatthey'renotyour

familyanymore?

Me:Therearecertainthingsineedto

takecareofbeforeicanspendtime



withyouBayang.Ihavelistofthingsi

needdonebeforeicanhavepeace

Bayang:Likewhat?

Me:Justthings

Bayang:Youthinkyou'llinherit

something?Ladyyoubetterstandup

andworkforyourchildren!Didiwhen

areyougoingtogrowup?

Me:IamgrownBayangandnowI'm

makingdecisionslikeabiggirl,i

actuallyhaveaplanforeverything

andeachdecisionimakeisonethat

wascalculatedandplannedfor.Trust

me.In2weeksmydivorcewillbe

finalandthen...(sighed)Ijustneed



time...

Bayang:(sighed)Ican'tbelieveI'm

disappointed,doyouhopetofixyour

marriageorwhat?

Me:No,idon'twantKen...

Bayang:Canilayherdown?She

looksheavy

HeslowlygotFaithfrommeasshe

snored,thenhelaidheronthecouch

andsteppedoverfacingmeasi

sighedlookingathim....

Bayang:(tookbothofmyhands)Can



youpleasemoveoutofthose

people'shouse?Somepeoplearenot

meanttostayinyourlifeforever.

They'retheretoteachyousomething,

ithoughtbynowyou'llbeableto-

Iputmyarmsaroundhisneckand

kissedhimthenherelaxedandput

hisarmsaroundmywaistaswe

kissedsoftlythenhelaidmedownon

thecarpetandgotontopofme

kissingme....

Me:Stop....



Hepausedandsatlookingatme...

Bayang:IwishiknewwhatI'm

supposedtodotohelp

Me:Idon'twanttohurtyouanymore

thanI'vehurtyoubeforesoihaveto

behonestwithyou.Iloveyoubut

loveisnotwhatI'mlookingforright

now...sopleasemoveonandforget

everythingIaskedfor.

Bayang:Whatareyoulookingfor?

Me:Mypay,forgivingsomeonetwo

childrenandiwanttosecuremy

children'sfutureevenifitmeans

doingtheworstthingsahumanever



hastodoI'lldoitbecauseifyouhave

someonecallingyoumamayoudon't

havetimetobelovey-dovey,youneed

toputfoodonthetableandmake

surethateventomorrowyou'llbe

ableto.

Bayang:Ihavenoideawhatyou're

saying.

Me:Andyouwon'tunderstand..

Bayang:Ok,bye...Justdon'thurt

yourselfintheprocessofgettingthat

revengebecauseitwillhurtmeto

seeyouinthatcondition,I'malready

havingatoughtimeacceptingthat

youdon'twantmyhelpwhenIcan



seeyouneeditthoughikeeptelling

youitdoesn'thavetobeexchanged

withsexorrelationship.I'mnottrying

touseyou,yesiloveyoubuti

wouldn'tusemyhelptolureyou.

Me:Iknowallthat...Itsnotaboutyou.

Youwouldn'tunderstand.

Bayang:Okay...Takecare,bye

Hewalkedtothebedroomtyingthe

stringsofhissweatpantstheni

pickedFaithandwalkedout...

AttheDaniel's......



LaterthatafternoonKenparkedthe

carandsighedthoughtfullylookingat

Zaneplayingontheswing,hehad

lostweightandhisheadnowseemed

bigger.

Herememberedthatrainydaywhen

heheldhislittlehandandmother's

hand,kissedthemandpromised

nevertoleaveagainbuttherehewas

leavingforawomanhewasn'tsure

wasevenworthit.Hisboywasliving

likeafatherlesschildagainonce

againandhislatemother'swords



brokehisheart,hewishedhecould

turnbackthehandsoftimeand

showalittlerespectforherbutitwas

toolate...

Zaneturnedandsawhimthenheran

over,Kenswallowedandsteppedout

liftinghim.Hedidn'texpectthat

excitementafteralltheempty

promises...

Zane:Imissedyou,

Ken:I'msorry

Zane:Howcomeyoudon'tloveus

anymore?



Ken:Iloveyou

Zane:Thenwhydidyouchaseusout

ofthehouseandnotbuyusfood?

Faithreallylikesmilk

Ken:(swallowed)I'llworkonthat

Zane:Youalwayssaysomethingand

youdon'tdoit,canyouhelpuswith

moneyandiswearwhenigrowupI'll

payyouback.Youcanwriteitdown

soyoudon'tforget.IswearI'llpayit

back...

Meanwhileiwalkedinthroughthe

gateandwalkedpastKenthenhe

followedme...



Ken:Kekopagobonangwana...

Iturnedandhandedhimthebaby

theniwalkedawaybuthegrabbed

mywristandturnedmeback...

Ken:I'msorryforturningmybackon

you,ididn'tknowitwasthisbadthe

kidslookbad

Me:Dearspendtimewithyourkidsif

wantanddumpthemanytimeitsuits

you,I'mheretocatchthemeachtime

youdumpthem.Don'tyouthinkfora

momentI'llletyoufoolme,sleepwith



meandchangetheminuteyousee

Amantle.I'mnotthatstupidanymore.

Iwalkedintothehousethenhe

walkedbacktothecarwiththe

children...

Ken:Canwegoforicecream?

Zane:Yeah..

Hegotinthecarwiththemanddrove

off......

AWEEKLATER.....



Therewillbeinsertspostedoverthe

weekend,don'tforgettolikeand

comment.Goodnight

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

[9/4,12:02AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me



✴95

AttheDaniel's...

Laterthatmorningaftertheburial

closefamilymembersgatheredin

thelivingroomwhereiwassitting

nexttoKenwhowassittingnextto

Otlheandtheirfather.Itwasn't

anythingserious,justtheusual

traditionofdiscussinganymatters

thatcouldariseafterthedeathofa

lovedone....

Eldersgavetheirwordofadviceas



wealllistened...

Uncle:(concluded)That'sallwecan

say...You'reoldenoughtoknowthat

yourfatherisnowalonesoyouhave

tokeepcheckingonhim.Its

disturbinghowweraiseyouandyou

enduplivinglikeminister'sincities

forgettingus.Don'tforgetyour

father...

Aunt:(sighed)Theyhavealready

givenadviceandiagreewiththem.

Uncle2:Anyquestions?

All:No..

Uncle:(torragweKen)BrotherI'm



deeplysorryforyourlossandihope

youfindcomfortinyourchildren..

(RragweKenlookedatmeand

lookeddown)salalebanankono,

maybeonedayGodwillbringalonga

companion.

RragweKen:Thankyouallforyour

support.

Ken:Thankyouallforeverything,my

wifeandItogetherwithmysisterwill

makesuretokeepcheckingonhim.

Otlhe:Thankyou

Me:I'lltakecareofhim,heismore

thanjustafathertome.It'stheleasti

candoformymotherinlawafterthe



wayshetookmeinandsupported

mewhenmyhusbandabandonedme.

(Kenlookeddown)Thankyouallfor

thesupport.

Thesenioruncledismissedthelittle

meetingandeldersbegunstanding

supportingthemselveswiththefloor

astheirbumslifted,oldmengrabbed

theirknobkerrieswhileothersputon

theirhatsthenKenstooduprubbing

hishandstogether...

Ken:Bagolo?Ineedyourhelp...(they

allpaused)mayyouallsitdownfora



moment,I'dliketopresentmycase

beforeyousoyoucanhelpme.

Theyallsatdownandicouldalready

seethedirectionhewastaking

becausehehadbeenacting

remorsefulallweeksoistoodupand

dustedmyskirtwalkingout...

Ken:Didiplease....It'saboutus,i

knowyoudon'twantanythingtodo

withthisbut-

Me:Ihavesomethingtodooutside,

youcanallcontinuewithoutme

Ken:Didiplease



Senioruncle:Mydaughterwoulditbe

tookmuchtoaskifyoucouldgive

yourhusbandafewminutes

RragweKen:Hefiledfordivorce

despiteeverythinghismotherandi

toldhimandheabandonedhis

children,hesawthemforthefirst

timeinmonthslastweek.Whatmore

couldyouwantfromher?

Senioruncle:Nnyaaakeremothoo

diradiphosommeatogeaikage,

can'tyouatleasthearhimout?

Didi:Withallduerespectmydear

parentsicannotlistentothisman

andI'dbeoffendedifanyofyoutried



totalkmeintoitbecausenoneofyou

havehelpedmewhileiwasinthe

hospitalorwhenmysonwenthungry

waitingforhisgranniespentionwhile

thismanwastravellingtoSouth

Africanbeachesandenjoying

Namibiandesertswithhisgirlfriend.

Seehowskinnymychildrenare?It's

becauseofhimbutI'mdonehoping

hewillcomeandhelpthem,ihave

takentheresponsibilityofmaking

surethattheyeatandeatgoodfood.

I'mdonewithyouKennaandright

nowtheonlythingI'mlooking

forwardtoisourcaseathighcourt,i

can'twaittobepronouncedsingle



again...(tookadeepbreathand

smiledwithrespect)Thankyou,

pleaseexcuseme....

Iwalkedout.......

AtLolo'sHouse.....

Calvinwalkedinthehousetakingout

hisheadsetsasthechildrenwatched

TVsittingonthecouch...

Calvin:Heyguys...

All:Hello?



Calvin:(walkingtothekitchen)Auntie

okae?

Baby:Shewenttotheburial..

Calvin:Alright

Heopenedthefridgeandgrabbeda

fruitthenBabywalkedin...

Baby:Yourfoodisinthemicrowave

Calvin:Alright...

Helookedthefoodandtappedthe

buttonsthenheleftitforwarmingas

hewalkedout....



Calvin:Mayaokae?

Baby:ShewaswatchingTVwithus,

sheleftwhenthegateopenedmaybe

sheisinthetoilet...

Calvin:Okay..

Hegothiswarmfoodandwalked

pasttheroomsheadingtoMaya's

roomwhereheknocked,she

respondedandhestuckhisheadin...

Calvin:Canicomein?

Maya:(shamefully)Yeah...



Sheuncomfortablyclosedher

magazineandputapillowonherlegs

asshecrossedthemandleaned

againstthewall,Calvintookabite

outofthedrumstickandsatonthe

edgeofthebed...

Calvin:What'sup?

Maya:Nothing

Calvin:Thisisyourcookingright?

Maya:Yeah,howdoyouknow?

Calvin:You'rethebestcookaround

here



Maya:Thanks

Calvin:(smiled)Butdon'ttellmyaunt

Isaidthat

Maya:(gigged)Iwon't

Calvin:Sowhyareyouavoidingme?

Maya:Iwasn'tavoidingyou,icameto

read

Calvin:Youhavetoforgiveyourselfat

somepointandifyoucontinueto

avoidmethingswillalwaysbe

awkwardbetweenus.Idon'thold

grudgesandyou'refamily,family

alwayshurtoneanotherbutthey

alwaysmakeupandloveon...

Maya:That'seasyforyoutosay,try



beingtheblacksheepofthefamily...

Myfatherhatesmeandmama

doesn'ttrustmeanymore.Babyand

Setsanahateme,sometimesIhear

themtalkingaboutmeintheirroom.

Mamaleenedoesn'tchatwithme

likebefore,Tinaandherfriendshate

meandtoldeveryoneatschoolwhat

ididsothewholeschoolhatesme,

I'mjustalonebecausetheworld

hatesme.

Calvin:(lookinginhereyes)Idon't

hateyou,youmadeamistakeandit

didn'tchangemyfuturesowhyhang

ontothat?Wouldyourathertheyall

likedyouandihatedyou?



Maya:(smiled)Iguessnot,your

forgivenessmattersthemost

becauseyou'retheoneiwronged.

Calvin:Goodgirl...(finishedthefood

andhandedhertheplate)Thanks..

Maya:Sure...

Shesteppedoutwiththeplateasher

phonevibratedbythepillowthenhe

lookedatthescreen...

Bae:(text)Bitchtoldyoutostop

textingme,imovedon.You're

beginningtoannoyme



Shewalkedinwithaglassofhome

madelemonadeandhandedhim

thenshesatonthebedgrabbingher

phone.Shereadthemessageand

sighedbravelythensheputthe

phonedown.

Calvin:Heisapieceofshit

Maya:Who?

Calvin:Himforcallingyouabitch.

Don'tbeganyonetoloveyou

especiallyguys.Wealwaysknow

whowewantandwedon'tneed

guidancetodotherightthingorelse



hewilluseyouandleaveyou

heartbrokenthenyou'llnevertrust

menevenifagoodguycomesyou'll

chasehimbynaggingandbeingtoo

insecure.

Maya:OK

Calvin:(smiledlookingatthe

lemonade)Didyoumakethistoo?

Maya:(smiled)Yeah,Home

Economicspapi

Calvin:Can'timaginewhatyou'lldo

foryourhusband,you'reawifeonthe

making....

Maya:(smiled)Thanks...



Shegottheglassfromhimashe

lookedather,shelookeddownand

walkedoutthenhetookadeep

breathandclearedhisthroat

engaginghismoralgear.Shewalked

backinandhandedhimabowlof

somethingmouthwateringanda

teaspoon...

Calvin:What'sthis?

Maya:(smiledandheldherwaist

standinginfrontofhim)Afters

Calvin:Peopleactuallyeatafter

eating?

Maya:(laughed)Yes...Somecallit



dessert,youeatitafteracoursemeal

tosettlethingsdownandletdown

thataftertaste..

Calvin:Hebanna!

Shelaughedandgotthebowlfrom

himthenshefilledthespoonandfed

him,shelickedhissexylipsand

shrunkhiseyeslookingatherashe

swallowed...

Calvin:Ittastesgood,whatthehellis

that?Mayadon'tbeputtinglove

portionsforme,idon'ttrustyou

Maya:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyou



saidthat!Shoulditasteandprovei

didn'tputanythinginhere?

Calvin:(stoodup)NahI'lldothe

honours

Hestoodupandgotthebowlfrom

herthenhepickedhalfthespoonand

fedherlookingatherlipsasshe

shylyswallowedandrubbedher

mouth...

Maya:(smiledsoftly)Happy?

Hestaredatherlipsandlickedhis,



herheartpoundedasshelookedin

hissleepyeyesthenclearedhis

throatandtookadeepbreath

steppingback...

Calvin:Ineedto....(ranoutofwords)

Maya:(sighedinrelief)Ofcourse...

Go...Thanksfor...(ranoutofwords)

Calvin:(nodded)Ofcourse...

Hewalkedoutandshedrewinalot

ofairthenshesighedabigsigh

fanningherselfbuthestuckhishead

backinstartlingherassheturned...



Calvin:Bythewayyouneedtoblock

thatguyandstartactinglikeyou

haveaboyfriend,trustmethatbig

egowillcrushbeforehecansay

Amen.Theworstthingyoucanever

doisbegaguyallthelittlelovehe

hadturnsintoabigloadofshittyego.

Maya:(laughed)Noted.

Calvin:Cool,bythewayTinadoesn't

hateyoushejustdoesn'ttrustyou.

Maya:Iunderstand,justtobeclearI'll

nevertouchyouor-

Calvin:Iknow



HewalkedouteatingasAatile

walkedinwithaplastic,thekids

stoodandsurroundedhimashe

handedthemtoysandsnacksthen

theydispersedandsatonthecouch

eating,hethrewaboxofperfume

andCalvincaughtitwithonehand...

Aatile:Iboughtoneandgotanother

forfree

Calvin:Thanks,...(lookingatit)

BOSS....Oneofmyroommateshadit

keharesatsogaaiponaeleenehela

mohosteleng

Aatile:(laughed)Lennankaipona



kanagorayagoretherestkebadi

perfumetsetsapxxxpxx

Calvin:(laughed)Ifyouwalkedinour

dominthemorningwhenwespray

ourselvesyou'dswearweare

sprayingDoomelepxxxxxxxgongwe

legongwe

Aatile:(laughed)Akorefixerdibulb

tsedikomoragogatwegadilaite...

Calvin:Alright...

HefinishedwithAftersandgave

Setsanathebowlthenhefollowed

Aatileoutwheretheywalkedaround

lookingatthehighbulbandnoticed



theydidn'tevenhavealadder...

Calvin:I'llhavetosteponthewindow

tochangeit,

Aatile:Youthinkyoucandoit

Calvin:Yeah...ButI'llhavetostepon

you

Aatileputhishandstogetherthen

Calvinsteppedonhishandsandthe

windowthenhereachedthebulband

tookitout...

Calvin:(droppedtheoldone)Giveme



thenewone

Theychangedthebulbsandlater

wenttohiscarwheretheywashedit

withabucketthenLolodrovein

talkingtothephone...

Lolo:Okho!Kenomobonyee

Didi:Themma,canyouimagine...

Lolo:Heprobablythoughtseeing

yourin-lawswillmagicallymakeyou

wanthimbackWaitsekana,ididn't

seeAmntleattheburialarethey

fighting?



Didi:idon'tknowmmaandidon't

care.Wewilltalklater

Lolo:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedtowardsthe

guysastheylaughedchatting...

Lolo:Canyouwashminetoo?

Aatile:Ifyoucook

Calvin:Shecoulddothedishesand

Mayawillcook

Lolo:(laughed)Boyareyoutryingto

sayI'mabadcook?

Calvin:Yousaidit



Aatile:(laughed)Heissavage,ididn't

evensayanything...

Calvin:(laughed)Butireallymeant

thatsheistheonewhosaiditnot

me...Unclenowyou'regoingtoget

meintrouble

Aatile:(laughed)Andheisgoodwith

wordstoo...

MayawalkedoutwithCalvin'sringing

phoneandhandedittohim...

Maya:Cousiephone..



Hegrabbeditandwalkedaside

pickingasMayagreetedherparents...

Calvin:Heybabe

Tina:Hey,amiseeingyoutoday?

Calvin:definitelybutnotforlong,I'm

writingpaper3onMonday

Tina:Okay,iloveyou

Calvin:Iloveyoumore.

Hehungupandjoinedhisfamily....

Lolo:Mmethekeseriousguyswash

mycar



Maya:I'llwashit...

Aatile:(handedherthebucket)finish

thisoneandgothere...Ididn'teven

knowyouwerehome.

Lolo:Shehasbeenspendingtime

homelately,schoolandhome.(put

herarmaroundher)I'mproudof

her....Maybeoneofthedaysican

forgiveher

Maya:(laughed)Thesefamily

Calvin:(laughed)Evilstepmother

usingmeasanexcusetohateher

stepdaughter

Mayaburstedintolaugherassheand



Calvindidahighfive....

Aatile:(laughed)You'reright,ididn't

noticethat

Lolo:(laughed)mxmI'mwalkingaway

andpretendingIdidn'thearallthat

youevilpeople

Aatile:(followedher)Soparenting

partner,howaboutthatfood?

Preferablymeatballsand-

Lolo:Willyouslicethevegetables?

Aatile:Yes

Lolo:Fine....



TheywalkedinthehouseasMaya

andCalvinchattedwashingcars...

AttheDaniel's....

LaterthatafternoonKenbathedthe

childrenandwrappedthemwith

towelsheadingtothebedroom

whereheputthemonthebed,Zane

begunjumpingonthebedtoppling

hislittlesistersasshefellbackwards,

shetriedgettingupandhejumped

evenmoreasshegiggled.

Kenstruggledtofindtheirclothesin



thewardrobebutfinallydidthenhe

turnedlaughingatFaithwhokept

fallingonherfaceasZanejumped...

Ken:(laughed)OkayZanethat's

enough,ithinksheistiredof

laughing...

Helookedatthediaperwondering

whichsidewenttothefrontthenhe

calledhiscousin..

Rets:Hello?

Ken:Mrkantedipopaedinnakopele



kanakomoragomodipampers?

Rets:(laughed)Inthefrontithinknna

ngwanakeomotonaI'mnotsure,

why?

Ken:(laughed)I'mdressingFaith..

Rets:Yourchildrenarebadbruh,i

hopeyounoticed.Iwasreally

disappointedmalobameetingZane

piggybackingFaithgoingtothe

tuckshopbarefootandskinny.

Ken:(sighed)Ihonestlydidn'tthinkit

wasthisbadbecauseiknewDidiwas

stayingwithmyparents,booladyba

nalediresources.Idon'tunderstand

whythekidsweresufferingbaleteng



Rets:Nolet'snotshifttheblame,i

knewyouweregoingtofuck

everythingtheminuteAmantle

walkedbackinyourlifebutthenyou

loveherlikethat,badassheisyou'll

alwaysbeherpuppy.AtfirstI

thoughtitwasbecauseshecomes

fromrichesbutnowijustthinkyou

enjoybeingherlittleslave.

Ken:AeRetswasimollaakere?

Rets:Nomrokathalaeebutyou

havetosupportyourchildren,idon't

haveaproblemwithsomeone

fuckingaroundaslongasyou

supportthebabiesyoumake.Gone

mmearebuennetewaaitsegoreo



lathilebanaakere?

Ken:Okayyesgonentsekebalathile

eebutI'mtryingtocorrectmyself

Rets:That'salliwantedyoutoadmit

andIhopeyoucandoitbecause

maybetheonlyreasonyou'retrying

torectifyyourmistakesisbecause

Amantledidn'tcometothefuneral.

Onceyouleaveotsamaetseruri

Ken:YouknowI'mnotlikethat

Rets:Whenyou'redatingAmantlei

trulyhavenoideawhothehellyou're

andidoubtyouknowyourselfeither.

Ken:Shapmrmpekeapesengwana

Rets:Shap



HehungupandlaidFaithonherback

tryingtoputheronthediaperbutshe

keptturningcrawlingovertoZane

whowashumpingandsingingthen

Kenfollowedherputtingthediaper

frontbacklosely...

Ken:Faithcomeon...

ZanestoppedjumpingandlaidFaith

onherbackthenhehandedhera

bottleofmilk,sherelaxeddrinking

thenKenredonethediaperanddidit

perfectlythistime...



Ken:Thanksbuddy...

Hisphonerang.….

Ken:Hello?

Amantle:Heybabe,youwon'tbelieve

whathappened....Doyouseethe

Molapocrossingtrafficlights?Iwas

drivingalongwesternbypasshela

listeningtomusicandunsuspecting

thenstoppedfortheredlight...Outof

nowhere,Booom!theglassshutters

andtheseguysranoffwithmybag

whichhadmyphone.



Ken:Areyouokay?

Amantle:I'mtraumatisedthat'swhyi

couldn'tmakeittothefuneral,my

headwasbangingallnight,ijustgot

achancetobuyanewphoneand

calledyou.I'msosorryfornot

coming

Ken:It'scool,don'tworryaboutit.Are

yousureyou'reok?

Amantle:Yeah...I'mreallysorry

Ken:It'sokay,

Amantle:Iwishihadbeenthere

Ken:It'sokaybabe,don'tworry

Amantle:I'mheadinghomenowto



sleepketswahaWestGatehaeven

thewindowisstillopen,idon'tknow

whatI'lldoifitrainsbutI'minabad

conditionsoI'lltakeitforfixing

tomorrow.

Ken:Shouldicometoday?

Amantle:(barked)No,no...Don't

please....Youneedtotakeyourtime

withyourfamily.I'llbefine.

Ken:Okay

Amantle:Bye,illcallwhenigethome.

Ken:Bye...

Hefinisheddressingthekidsand



joinedhisfatheroutsidewhowas

loadinghisthingsintheHilux.....

Ken:Areyougoingalready?

Him:Yes,ican'tstayhere.I'llbe

lonely...

Ken:Ok....(sighed)Doyoureallythink

it'stoolatetofixmymarriage?

Him:It'stoolate,Didihasaboyfriend.

Ididn'twanttobetheonetosaythis

butsheseemstoreallylovehim.

Theyrecentlystarteddatingandhe

wasconnectingwiththekids.You

don'tstandachance

Ken:What'shisname?



Him:I'veneverseenhimorheardhis

namebutihearhertalkingtohimon

thephone.

Ken:(sadly)Itmakessensethough,

sheistooaggressivenow...

Him:Yeah,I'dadviceyoutoleave

todaybecauseI'mgoingandDiditold

meshedoesn'twantyouhere.She

saysifshecan'tbefreeofyouhere

shewillleavesoofyoureallywantto

rectifyyourissuesleave.Giveher

timetocooldownandcomeback

again...

Ken:Ok,iwasplanningtobehere

untilnextweekbutifthat'showshe



feelsI'llgobecauseI'mnottryingto

fighther.Iwantustostarttalking

peacefully...

Him:Thenleavetodaymyboy,trust

meonthatandI'llkeeptalkingtoher

onyourbehalf,sherespectsmeshe

willlistentome.

Ken:Thanks,ireallyappreciateyour

help.Iknowibeendifficultbut

thanksforbeingthere.

Him:Sure....

Kenwalkedbackinthehousedialing

Didi....



Atthesalon.....

Meanwhileisatunderthedryer

pressingmyphonechattingwitha

widesmileonmyface...

Bayang:Iwantthepicturewhen

you'redone

Me: Ok

Myphonerangandsighedbored...

Me:hello?

Ken:Hey,I'mleavingso-



Me:Ok,bye

Ken:Whyareyoudoingthat?

Me:What?

Ken:cuttingmeoffallthetime,I'm

tryinghere..Canyoumeetme

halfway?Youfuckedmybrotherandi

forgaveyou,nowyou'reactinglikei

killedyourmother

Me:1stofallifyoukilledmymother

I'dloveyouand2ndlyyoudidn't

forgiveme,youbeatmeupsobad

youcutmewithaknifeandontopof

thatyoukilledyourbrother,okay?

Ken:(calmly)Ok,you'rerightbutcan

youcutmesomeslack?Wehave



kidstotalkabout,yesibeengonebut

I'mheretrying.AnywaysI'mleaving

mysavingscardbehindsoyoucan

payschoolfeesandotherthings.I

gavethetenantsamonth'snotice

afterthatyoucangohome.

Me:Kenseeyouincourt,bye

IhungupandwentthroughLand-

roverstoMercedes-Benzcompletely

confusedbytheirbeauty,isowanted

kentoleavesoicouldgeteverything

startedwiththeoldman...

AtGaborone......



LaterthatafternoonKenexhaustedly

joinedthecitycentertrafficand

drunkwaterthenhedialedAmantle

buthernumberwasn'tavailablethen

hereceivedacallfromhissister...

Ken:Hello?

Otlhe:Haveyoureadyourletter?

Ken:No,I'mtooscaredtoopenthe

envelope.Didyou?

Otlhe:Metoo,lastwetalkedwe

arguedaboutmeandDidisowe

exchangedwords...Badwordsshe

evencriedandaskedmetoleaveher



house.I'mscaredtoreadtheletter.

Ken:Metoo...,I'llcallyoubackI'm

driving,ijustarrivedinGabs,I'mso

exhausted

Otlhe:Ididn'tknowyouleftsosoon,

later

Ken:Yeah

Hehungupanddrovethroughthe

greenlight....

***

Minuteslaterhepressedtheremote



andwaitedforthegatetoopenthen

hedrovethroughandparkedinfront

ofthegaragewhichwasopen,an

unfamiliarMercedes-Benzwas

parkingalongsideAmantle'sBMW

thenhesteppedoutandwalkedin

throughthegaragedoor.

Hisheartpoundedasheheadedto

thebedroomwhereheslowlyopened

thedoorandfoundnoone,hewalked

throughtheloungeroomtotheback

wherehesteppeddowntheback

doorlookingatthepool.



Amantlewashumpingonsomedark

chocolatemanwhowasholdingher

waisthelpingherbumpasher

ponytailwavedaround.

Kenquietlywalkedoverandpicked

oneofthewineglassesbythetable

andsplasheditonAmantle'sback...

Ken:(angrily)Whatthefuckisthis?

Amantlejumpedstartledblockingher

breastsandfellinthepool

backwardsthenKenpunchedthe

manwhoquicklygotupandreturned



thepunch,Kenfellbackthenhe

grabbedhisshortsandputthem.

Him:(angrily)Didyoujustpunchme?

Hetookoffhiswatchwalkingoverto

Kenashegotupbuthepunchedhim

down,Kenpulledhimdownwithand

theyfellonthegrasswithKenontop

ofhimgrabbinghisneckthenhe

grabbedKen'scollarsandheaded

himontheface.Bloodgushedout

hisnoseandtheguyturnedhishead

awayasblooddroppedinhisear....



Amantlehoppedoutofthepool

nakedandputonherdressasthe

guysfoughtonthegreengrass...

Amantle:(screamed)Miller?Miller

stop!

Theyrolledaroundandfellinthepool

thenMillerpushedKen'shead

againstthepool'sedge,Kenslowly

letgoofhimandsunkinthepoolas

Millerswallowedsnappingoutof

anger...

Miller:Ohshit....



Amantle:(shaking)Whathaveyou

done?Pullhimouthewilldrown...

MillerhoppedoutholdingKen'st-

shirtandeventuallypulledhimout,he

laidhimonthepavementandpaced

aroundrubbinghishead...

Miller:(angrilyturnedtoher)Whothe

fuckisthis?Ithoughtyou'refucking

singleAmantlewhatthefuck!!What

ifthisleakstothemedia?(lookedup

andsighed)ohfuck....!(pacingup

anddown)I'msofucked,myfatheris

goingtocastratemeifidraghis



nameintothenewspaperswith

somethingfuckeduplikethis...

Amantle:(checkedKen'spulseand

lookedupathim)Millwehaveto

takehimtothehospital...

Thenextinsertfollowswhenwehave

reached25kLikes...

*

*

*

*

*
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[9/4,12:03AM]MadamDee:Wicked

me

✴96

AtAmantle'sHouse...

Millerputonhist-shirtandreached

forhisphoneonthetablethenKen

groanedturninghisheadand

touchedthebumponhisforehead.



Amantletouchedherchestthankfully

andsighedinrelief...

Amantle:Areyouokay?Youscared

me!

Ken:(pushedherhand)Don'ttouch

me...

Millerpickedthewinebottleand

sippedthenhewalkedovertothem

hangingupasKenstoodupand

turnedaroundwalkingtowardshim....

Miller:Don'teventhinkaboutit,I'll



breakthisbottleonyourhead

Amantle:(pulledKen)Canyouplease

stopthis,let'sgoinsideandtalk

aboutit...

Miller:(angrily)Youstillhaven'ttold

mewhothehellthisis,amigetting

cheatedoramithesideniggake

tsamae?

Amantle:Justwaitaminute...

Ken:(turnedtoher)"Wait"?Didyou

justsaythat?Whothehellisthis?

Amantle:Canwepleasetalkinside?

Millergrabbedhisclothesandwalked



insidewithhiswidebroadmuscular

shoulders...

Miller:I'mgoingtotakeashower,he

betterbegonewhenifinish.

KenturnedandlookedatAmantle....

Ken:Soyou'regoingtocheatonme

withabodybuilder?Seriously?

Amantle:Heisanagentandabody

guardforthevicepresident

Ken:(chuckledindisbelief)Wow....

Amantle:HeisalsotheMP'ssonso



thiscan'tbeanymoredramaticthanit

alreadyis.Idon'twanttogetfired

Ken:Canyoutellthisguytoleave,

whatdoeshemeanishouldbegone

whenhegetsoutoftheshower?

Amantle:Ken...I....Iliedtohim

sayingI'msinglesoIhavetokeep

theliegoingorelseI'lllosemyjob

Ken:AmantleI'mnotstupidok?

Amantle:Can'tyougospendanight

atahoteland-

Helostitandslappedherwiththe

backofhishandthenshefelldown

coveringherface..



Ken:(angrily)Obatagontwaelane

Amantle?Whatdidyousay?

Heremovedhisbeltthenshegotup

andraninthehouseasherbreasts

shook,Kenchasedafterherblocked

thedoorbeforeshecouldcloseit

thenhepusheditsohardithitheron

theforeheadandshefellbackwards

onthebed...

Amantle:(screaming)MILLER?!

MILLER!?



Kenpunchedherandchokedher

necksohardhereyespoppedasshe

passedgasthenMillerrushedinand

putKenonheadlockpullinghimoff...

Miller:Whatareyoudoing?

Ken:Letgoofme!

Amantlegotupcryingand

massagingherneck...

Amantle:(crying)Iwantyououtof

myhouse,doyouhearme?Iwant

youout



KenturnedandpushedMilleragainst

thewallthenheslippeddownand

staggeredbackwards....

Ken:(lookingatMiller)Ifyouputyour

handsonmeagainI'llhurtyou...

Amantletellhimwhat'sgoingon,

nowbeforeyouseetheothersideof

meyoudon'tknowexist.

Amantle:Kennaidon'tloveyou,i

guesswhenigotinMauniwasbored

andneededtodosomethingtokeep

myselfbusy,ican'tdothisanymore.

ThisisnotwhatIhadinmind...Idon't



wantahousehusbandiwant-

Ken:A"househusband"Amantle?i

wasworkingandyoutoldmetoleave

mybusinessandofficetocomehere,

nowthis?

Miller:(shookhisheadandgrabbed

hiskeys)Callmewhenyou'redone

breakingup...(toKen)Iwantyou

gonefirstthingtomorrowmorning,

don'tmakemethroughyouout

Ken:(frownedangrily)Manfuckyou!

Miller:(smiled)JustknowthatIam

authorisedtocarryafirearm,I'm

alwaysarmed....You'reluckyyou

caughtmeelekokoloing,nexttime



waatsamayaboy.Icanevenshoot

younowandmakeitlooklikeself

defense,ihavethepowertodoit

especiallywhenshehasbruiseslike

that...(Kenkeptquiet)don'tfuckwith

me!

Heleanedoverandslowlykissed

AmantlethenhelookedinKen'seyes

ashesteppedonhistoeswalking

out...

Miller:I'mintentionallyleavingyou

withheralonewhenyou'reangrylike

thatbecauseiwantyoutofallinto



mytrap.Oteommetse....

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedaway

asAmantlewipedhertearsandput

onherclothes,Kensighedandsaton

thebedburyinghisfacebetweenhis

handsindisbelief...

Ken:Whatjusthappened?Amantle

what'sgoingon?

Sheclosedthewardrobeandfixed

herhair...



Amantle:Ican'tbelieveyouputyour

handsonme

Ken:Canyoupleasesitdownrebue?

Shesatdownandlookedathim...

Ken:Canyoupleasetellmewhat's

goingon?

Amantle:Ilostinterestinyou,iguess

iwaswithyoubecauseiwasbored

andunemployednowijust....I'm

sorry,ithoughtyou'llpickthesignals

andleaveforgoodbut....

Ken:Whatareyousaying?



Amantle:Idon'twanttobewithyou

anymore

Ken:Amantleileftmyfamilyforyou!

Lostalltherespectihadforyou!

Amantle:Andiappreciatethatbutit's

notenoughtokeepthesparkgoing.

Heshookhisheadindisbelief

lookingather,hehadranoutof

wordsandhedidn'tevenknowwhat

tothink...

Ken:Amantle,comeon....Really?

You'regoingtodothistomeagain?



Amantle:I'msorrybutatleastwe

triedright?

Ken:(sighedandstoodup)Youknow

whatfine,isawitcomingwithyour

latenightmeetingsandworkinglatei

justdidn'tthinkitwasthisbadbutits

fine...

Heopenedthewardrobeandthrew

outallhisthingsthenhepulledouta

briefcaseandopenedit,hetookouta

penandhandedhertheenvelope...

Ken:SignovermythingsandIwilllet

yougo,thereisnopointindoingthis.



Amantle:signwhat?

Ken:Mybusiness,myplotandmycar

Amantle:Whataboutyourdaughter?

Ken:Whatabouther?I'llsupporther

Amantle:Youabandonedtwokidsfor

mewhatmakesyouthinkilltrustyou

can'tabandononeespeciallyoneyou

don'thaveaconnectionwith?Those

thingsareformydaughter

Ken:YouwanttokeepeverythingI

own?Everythingieverworkedfor?

Amantleyou'regoingtosignmy

thingsover,whataboutmyotherkids?

Amantle:Youweren'tthinkingabout

themwhenyouagreedtosignthings



overtomesoyourwifecanget

nothingduringthedivorce,don'tact

alldayoftheyearnow...

Ken:(angrily)HeelaAmantledon'ttry

methemma,whatmakesyouthink

youcantakemybusiness,homeand

carjustlikethat?

Amantle:Fine,idon'tneedthem

anyway.Ihavemyownmoney...Let's

gogettheformstsatransferko

Landboardandmakeaffidavitsre

dire...I'llsignoverthecompanyand

car,let'sgo...

Ken:Mxm...



Shegrabbedtheenvelopeandher

handbagasKengrabbedhiscarkeys

andfollowedher.

Herheartpoundedasshe

approachedthegarage...

Amantle:Areweusingyourcarormy

car?

Ken:Mine..(touchedhisnose)Don't

youhaveaplaster?

Amantle:They'reinthefirstdrawer

Hewalkedbackasshewatchedhim



untilheturnedthenshetiptoedto

thegarageandcalculatedthespace

betweenhercarandhis,itwas

enoughforhertosqueezeherBMW

outthenshejumpedinandreversed

asKenranoutofthehouse.

Shemanagedtoturnandfacethe

gatewaitingforittoslideopenas

Kenbangedonthewindow...

Ken:Amantleyouwon'tgetaway

withthis,Ipromiseyou.Youwon't

Amantle:Ijustcamebacktogetmy

daughter'sshare,youcangobackto



yourburnedwifeandkids....Byeand

pleaseleavebecauseI'mcallingthe

securitycompany.

Shedroveoutashewatchedthecar

disappearthenhewalkedbackinside

tryingtomakeacallbuthisphone

wasdead.Heopeneditandwater

drippeddownthenhesatonthe

couchdialinghislawyer......

Him:Hello?

Ken:(breathingheavily)Thereis

somethingihavetotellyou

Him:What?Areyouok?



Ken:Iwasn'thonestaboutmy

propertiesconcerningthedivorce,

monthsagoisignedovereverythingI

owntomygirlfriendbecauseiknew

thatthemagistratewoulddivideour

propertiesequallysinceweare

marriedincommunityofproperty.I

wantedtoownnothingbythetimei

walkincourtbutnowidon'tthinkmy

girlfriendwillsignthembacktome,

isthereanythingicandotogetthem

back?

Him:(shocked)Hee...Whydidn'tyou

tellmeallthesefromthebeginning?

Whatareyoupayingmeforifyou

don'ttrustme?



Ken:Ididn'twantyoutodiscourage

meandireallythoughtiwasmaking

therightdecision,shehadmefooled

actingromanticandtouchingmeto

confuseme.

Him:whatdidyougiveher?

Ken:CompanyownershipyaZane's

chalets,ourhomethathasathree

bedroomhouseandmycar.

Him:Wait,youneedDidi'ssignature

togiveawaytheplot,howdidyou

manage?

Ken:Imadehersignthemwhileshe

wasinthehospitalthinkingsheis

signingdivorcepapers



Him:Didn'tsheread?

Ken:No,shewasinpain,herburns

werestillfreshanditwasevena

struggleforhertoholdthepen.She

wasalsoonmedication,shehad

postnataldepressionorwhatever,

somethinglikethatsoher

medicationmadeherdrowsy.

Him:(whistledshakinghishead)So

Amantlelegitimatelygotthosethings

likeforrealthey'reallinhernamesas

wespeak?

Ken:yes...Howcanigetthembackif

shedoesn'twanttogivethemback?

Canisue?



Him:(sighed)Didyousignapromise

noteorcontract?Buteventhenyou

wouldn'tsucceedincourtbecause

thelawsaysyoucanonlyseek

justiceifyoucomewithcleanhands,

youcannotusethejusticesystemto

breakthelawbecausesigningover

thosepropertiessoyourspouse

doesn'tgetanythingwasillegal,it's

wrongtotryandconthestate,you

couldgotojailforthat,justforthat.

Ken:Soican'thavemythingsback?

Him:No,they'relegallyhers.Omo

neetseakereandtomakematters

worseDidi'ssignatureistheresotota

lemoneetse.Ican'tbelieveyou'd



makedecisionslikethatwhenyou

havealawyer,sonnawagontuelaka

engosenamadi?Diaccountdikae?

Ken:Inhernames

Him:Waitsekemathatayaanongso

whydidn'tDidicomplainwhenyou

wrotedownthatyouownnothing?

Ken:Dididoesn'twanttofightforthe

property,shegavein.

Him:Thenwhyneosiisadilosince

Didiwasn'tevenfightingforyour

property?

Ken:Amantleconvincedmethatit

doesn'tmatterifDididoesn'twant

them,themagistratewoulddivide



themsincewearemarriedin

communityofproperty

Him:Mmekanaifbothpartieshave

agreedthejudgejustapprovesgaa

lwelebatho,waitsekemathata.

Kanayoulostyoulostgagonakaha

okadirangkateng....

Therewasaknockonthedoor...

Ken:I'llcallyouback.

Him:sure

Hehungupandopenedthedoorto



twopoliceofficerswithAmantle

standingatthebackleaningagainst

thecar...

Officer:Morena

Ken:Dumelang...

Officer:Thisladywalkedintoour

officeswiththosebruisesand

accusedyouofassault,nowsheis

notlayingcharges,shejustwantyou

totakeyourclothesandleave.Do

youmind?

Ken:(lookedatherasshefoldedher

arms)No

Officer:Thankyouforyour



cooperation...Mayiescortyouout?

Ken:Letmegetmybag..

Theywalkedinashepackedhisbags

andwalkedoutthroughthegarage

doorandunlockedthecar...

Amantle:It'smycar,don'ttakemy

car.Pleaseleave

Ken:Areyoureallydoingthis?

Officer:Whosecarisit?Letmesee

thebluebook...

Amantlehandedhimthecar



registrationdocuments...

Officer:Givemethecarkeys

Kenhandedoverthecarkeysand

hungtheotherbagstrapabovehis

shoulderwhileholdingtheheavyone

withtheotherhandandwalked

away...

Officer:Canwegiveyouarideand

dropyouoffwhereyou'regoing?

Ken:Sure,anyATMmachine

Amantle:Ifrozemyaccounts,just



sayingincaseoikantsemadia

companyyame.Icalledanhourago

andreportedmycardsstolensothey

blockedthecards.

Hequietlylookedatherandgotin

thecarwhilethepoliceofficers

spoketoherbrieflytomakesureshe

wasokayanddroveoff.......

AtDaniel'shouse......

Laterthateveningisatbythedinner

tablewritingdownabudgetfora

campsiteandallthethingsi



needed....IcircledBayang'sname,he

hadfriendsinthetourismindustry

whohadexperienceandiknewthey

wouldshedsomelightconcerning

that....

IgrabbedmyphoneanddialedLolo...

Lolo:Hello?

Me:Kanteafterdivorcehowlong

doesittaketochangemyname?

Lolo:Ihaven'tchangedmyname,you

haveachoiceofkeepingthenameor

changing



Me:Ok,ithinkI'llkeepit....

Lolo:Areyougoingtomarrythe

father?Becauseifyou'rethereisno

use,themarriagecertificatewillbe

changingthefirstnameyahusband

helayouwillremainMrsDaniel

Me:(laughed)Akerebutihaveafar

moresinisterplan..

Lolo:whichis?

Me:It'snotasecretifmorethanone

personknows

Lolo:Whatever

Me:Ijustwanteverythinginmyname

formychildren'ssake,akereI'm

walkingemptyhandedfromken.He



tookeverythingsoI'mtakingwhat's

rightfullytheirsandkeepingitfor

themuntilthey'reoldenough.I'm

goingtobuythemsharesinbig

companiesandbuildrentalhousesor

somethingthatbringsinmoney

withoutmuchwork.Themmaketile

gohatelabongwanake,Amantle

mightbeabovemebutherdaughter

won'tbeabovemychildren,never.

Mychildrenwillnevergohungry,if

thereissomethinginoticedisthat

dignityandmoralsdon'tputfoodon

thetable.Haokaitiakabathooka

swaketalantsebareenemmao

siamegorewenakahaoswaketala



nnathemmaidon'tcareaboutwhat

peoplewillsay.Aslongasmy

childreneatandlookfatwitha

brighterfutureakenataba

Lolo:TsenaDidlos!

Me:(laughed)Shap

Ihungupandcontinuedwriting,later

onthedooropenedandrragweKen

walkedinwithaplasticofSpar,he

leanedoverandkissedmyneckas

hiswhitebeardtickledmyneck,i

smiledandliftedmyshoulderclosing

himinashelaughed...



RragweKen:Heydaughter

Me:HelloPapa....

Heputmypendownandhelpedme

getupasishylyputmyarmsaround

himbutheputmyhandinsidehis

trousersandhewashardasarock...

RragweKen:Icouldn'tstopthinking

aboutyou....

Hepulledmecloserandkissed

me,besidesthathewasmyfatherin

lawheactuallyknewwhathewas



doingandhewasdoingitright

gettingmeintherightmood.He

liftedmytopandleanedovernibbling

onmybuttonasimoanedholdinghis

headthenhewentbackuponmylips

thistimeliftingmeupandlayingme

onthedinnertable.

Me:Wait....(sighedandsatup)Wait...

Idon'twanttodoitbeforeyousign

overeverything.YouknowwhatKen

did...

RragweKen:(smiled)ButI'mreadyto

signovereverything,wecangonow...

Me:No,ithastobeafterthedivorce..



Rragweken:Okaybutialreadysold

thecattle,igotthemoneyonFriday...

(hetookoutthephoneandshowed

methebalance)Yousee?

Me:Writemeachequeorgivemethe

ATMcardsothatwhenigetoutof

courtkoFtownicanbuyacar,idon't

wanttocomebackwithabus.

RragweKen:(gavemethecard)Okay,

let'sgogetthecheckbook...Cani

comewithyouandremaininthe

hotel?

Me:Itwillbetoosuspicious,I'llgo

withthekidssoicanbuythemthings

there.(smiledandkissedhim)Be



patient...

RragweKen:Ican'twait...

Wegotinthecarthenhewrotemea

checkof52Kasmyheartpounded

lookingattheendlessnumbers...

RragweKen:Youcanswipewiththe

cardifyoudon'twanttoCashthe

checkbecauseit'srisky,youcan

havemypin...

Me:I'lltakethembothjustincase...

Andiwantyoursimcardtoojustsoi

cankeepcheckingthebalance



RragweKen:Okay....I'llusethe

Orangesimfornow

Ileanedoverandkissedhimsitting

onhislapasimovedmywaist

grindingonhisboner...

Me:Mhh...Ican'twaittoridethis....

Moneyturnsmeon,rightnowijust

wantto.....Mhhhhh

Heclosedhiseyesasiplayedwith

hiswhitebeardandhisbonertheni

gotoutofthecarandgrabbedhis

wristleadinghimintothehouse.



Iknewheneededalittlemotivation

andiwasgoingtoserveitonasilver

platter....

Iclosedthedoorandkneltdown

beforehimashelookedatme

holdingmyhairthenismiledand

unzippedhispants,Idroppedthem

andtookouthisD,healmostlost

balancetomysofthandstheniKnelt

upgettingreadyforsomeserious

business.KnowinghisHIVstatus

didn'tmakeitlessanygrossbuthey

formychildrentoinheritapieceof



landworthamillionI'devensucka

dog....

Iopenedmymouth

and_________________________________

____fromhisgruntsandheavenly

responseitwasprobablythefirst

timehewasgettingitandiintended

tomakeitmemorableasislightlyput

handbehindhimandslidatipofmy

thumbinthere,heflinchedalmost

chokingmeandroaredhaving

seizures.Fromhisgruntshewas

abouttoshootsoimovedaside

rubbingmymouthandquickly

massagedasheclosedhiseyes



tightlywithshotsflyingontheair....

Him:Imiwiii....

Iyoooooo.….iyoooooooooDidiweee....

Iiiiyaweeeee.....Didi....

AtGaborone......

LaterthatnightKenwalkedintoa

guesthouseandputhisbagsdown

thenhesatonthebedthoughtfully

andsighed.Hesatthereforalmost

anhourandhestillcouldn'tfigureout

whattodosohesliddownthebed

andkneltdownputtinghiselbowson



thebedthenheclosedhiseyesand

prayed....

Ken:DearGodiknowideserve

everythingthat'shappeningtome

nowbutfatherGodgivemethe

strengthtokeepgoingbecauseI'm

gettingweakerandweaker...

Hepausedprayingastearsrolled

downthenherubbedthemandkept

going.....

DAYSLATER......



AtthehighCourt.....

Kensteppedsteppedoutofthetaxi

andlookedatthebigbuildingthenhe

tookadeepbreathandwalkedin

answeringhissmallphone....

Ken:Hello?

Lawyer:Whereareyou?Thecourtis

about-

Ken:I'mwalkinginnow

Lawyer:Andpleaseputyourphonein

silentmode.



Ken:Okay,bye

Hehungupandwalkedinthrough

themainentrance....

Thenextinsertfollowswhenwehave

reached24KLikes

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtFrancistownHighCourt.....

Mylawyerandiwalkedoutasshe

putherfilesbackintheback....



Lawyer:So...What'snextfromhere?

Me:(smiled)Uhidon'tknow....Only

Godknowsnow

Lawyer:Yourexhusbanddoesn'tlook,

what'sgoingonwithhim?

Me:Idon'tknow...

Lawyer:Hewastooquiet,ithinkhe

regretsthis...Thewaythiscase

startedithoughthewouldbe

jumpingontopoftanksandtrees

celebratinglikeahappygorilla

beatinguphischestforwinning

everythingkanayoulethimhaveitall

andhesatthereactinglikehe

doesn'thaveacompanyorcar



Me:Lethimhaveitall,I'llwalkoutof

thismarriagewithmychildrenand

that'sallthatmatters.Thegoodthing

aboutmaterialthingsisthatthey're

easytoacquiretoojustasit'seasyto

lose

Lawyer:True...

Wehuggedandsheturnedtoher

car...

Lawyer:Let'sgo

Me:Ohihaveafewthingstodo,I'll

behereforafewhours,iwanttogo

aroundFrancistownandseewhat's



goingonaroundhere..

Lawyer:Bajhadaaboodirilerebound

ibile?

Me:(laughed)Reboundyakwano?

nyaathee,I'mjustseeingtheplace

andit'speople

Lawyer:Alright,bye

Me:Bye....

Iwalkedoutofthegatedialing

Blessing...

Blessing:Hello?

Me:I'mdone



Blessing:I'llbethereinaminute,

Zanewasalreadykillingmewith

questions.HesaysifI'mreallyhis

aunthowcomehedoesn'tknowme

waitsekeswabiletotakagoreit'sa

goodquestion.

Me:(laughed)Tellhimyouworkin

FtownandMaungasehano

Blessing:(laughed)Bye

Me:Bye...

Ihungupandcrossedtheroadthen

Kenranafterme..



Ken:(softly)Hey...

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim,he

hadaplasteronthebridgeofhis

noseandhelookedhungry,hislips

weredryanditwasmyfirsttime

seeinghimwithsuchdustyfeet

especiallywearingmen'swhite

sandals...Hehadn'tbotheredironing

hist-shirtnordidhebrushhishair...

Me:What?

Ken:Ijustwantedtosayhi

Me:Hi...



Icontinuedwalkingandhewalked

alongsidequietlythensomething

funnyrang,itwashisphoneandit

ranglikeatoy...

Ken:Hello?....«»Yes...«»…Yeah,I'm

fine.....«»…YesI'msure,youdidyour

job...«»..I'llseewhattodoaboutthe

balance...«».Ok,bye.

Hehungupthelittlephoneandslidit

inhispocket...



Me:Isthereanythingelse?I'mgoing

thisway

Ken:Canwestandoverthere?

Me:sure...

Itwasdifficulttosaynowiththetone

hewasusing,goodnessiwas

beginningtofeelconcernedabout

himbecausenowthatiwaslooking

inhiseyesicouldtellsomethingwas

reallywrong.

Westoodasideandfacedone

another.Thesadnessandemptiness

inhiseyeswastouching...



Me:Whatisit?

Helookedinmyeyesandisawtears

fillinghiseyesashetriedtospeak

thenheswallowedbigbitinghislip

likeachildabouttocrythenhe

turnedaroundlookingdownhiding

hisfaceputtinghispalmsonthewall.

Me:Ken?

Hesecretlyrubbedhiseyesand

turnedaroundwalkingaway...



Ken:Nevermind....

Iwatchedhimtakingafewstepsand

turnedaroundfacingmewithreddish

eyesashewalkedbackwards...

Ken:I'msorryididn'tkeepmy

promisesorrespectmyvows,I'm

sorryforhurtingyouandthekids.I

hopehetreatsyoubetterthanidid,

tellhimiwon'thaveissueswithhim.I

won'tbethatkindofababydaddy.



Heturnedandwalkedawayrubbing

hiseyes,okaysoclearlyhedidn't

knowitwashisfatheriwasaboutto

screwsothatwasgoodbutitwasa

littlesadthathewaswillingtoaccept

anotherman,sadasitwasiwasn't

abouttochangeanythingaboutmy

intentions.

Atthebusrank....

LateronKenwalkedacrossthebus

rankdialingthepastor...

Pastor:Hello?



Ken:Hello,hi...PastorI'mstuckin

Ftown,madiameabusathaela.Can

youlendmeP200?Itriedcallingmy

fatherbuthisnumberisn'tavailable,

hemustbeatthefarm

Pastor:Ok,shouldisendittothis

number?

Ken:Yes,thankyou..

Pastor:IseverythingOK?

Ken:I'dliketoseeyouwheniget

there,nothingisgoingwellforme

andI'mbeginningtowonderwhatI'm

livingfor.Imadethesamemistake

twiceandtheworstthingisthatthis

timearoundihurtmychildrentoo....



(swallowed)Idon'tevenknowwhat

happenedtome,ineverthoughtI'd

beoneofthesemenwhoabandon

theirchildrenbutkeiphithetseke

lathilebanalemosadi,lapalamele

thubegileandI'mtoblame.Mywife

evenburnedherselfforme...

(frownedastearsfilledhiseyes)I

didn'tseeallthese,it'slikeiwasblind

thoughIcouldsee...Idon'tknow,i

lookatDidi'seyesanditryto

understandwhatkepthergoing,itry

tounderstandhowshefeltdealing

withmeandtheembarrassmenti

causedher.Pastoribrokethis

woman,shewassostrongwhenI



walkedoutofprisonandherdecision

tobewithmechangedherlife...And

it'sallbecauseofme,whatItoldher

andtheemptypromisesimade.My

sonis6yearsoldandhe

understandsthesethings.Heeven

askedmetosupporthimasaloan

thathewouldpay...Ineverthought

I'dbethatkindofafather.

Pastor:(sighed)Weneedtositdown

andtalk,I'mgladyoucametothe

rightplace...Itwouldhavebeen

wrongtodrinkordotheseother

things.Youcannevergowrongwith

Godandipromiseyoueverythingwill

befinemaybeyouwon'tgetwhatyou



wantbutwillgiveyouwhatyouneed...

Ken:Okay..

Pastor:Godblessyouson

Ken:Amen...

HehungupandwenttotheATM

machinebeforecatchingabus......

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronCalvindrovethroughthe

gateandcarefullyparkednextto

Lolo'scarasAatileremovedhisseat

beltandsteppedout...



Loloranoutandcheckedouther

preciouscar....

Lolo:RragweMayabathong,you'll

scratchmycar...Idon'twantlearners

aroundmycarplease...Thisbabe

bruiseseasily

Calvin:I'mnotaleanerI'mapro

koorehelakekgweetsakaOmang

Aatile:(laughed)Heisagooddriver,

thankmeatleastyoudon'thaveto

driveallthewayforsmallgroceries.

Hecandrive

Calvin:(laughed)Tabekentsha



sjabanakedirabanyanamponeng

Lolo:(laughed)CarlI'llkillyouokay?

You'reabouttodie.

Helaughedandwalkedinsidewhere

thekidswerequietlydoingtheir

homeworkasMayabentabovethem

helpingthem,hewalkedbehindher

andsecretlytickledherwaist.She

jumpedandgiggledgrabbedhis

hand...

Maya:(laughed)Stop!Thekidsare

doingtheirhomework...



Hewalkedpastthemandrubbed

theirheadsheadingtothekitchen

whereMayafollowedhimand

hoppedonthecounterwatchinghim

warmthefoodthenhestoodnextto

hereatingasshetookapieceeating

withhim...

Calvin:Howisthebreakupgoing?

Maya:Goinggood,idecidedtostop

talkingtohimalltogether.Hekeeps

postinghispictureswithanewgirl

butthat'sfine.

Calvin:Comehere....



Heputherdownandstoodbehind

herkissingherneckasshesmiled

bitingherlowerlipthenhecaptureda

fewsexypictures.Heeventouched

hersmoothcheekandlookedinher

eyeswithhislipsslightpartedasif

hewasabouttokissherandcaught

thatveryintensemomentwhenMaya

wasalsolookingathislipsthenthey

laughedandcheckedoutthe

pictures...

Maya:Wow...

Carl:I'msendingthem,youcan

changeyourDPtoo



Maya:(laughedandchangedher

Profilepicture)Thanksamillion

timesgongweegoyamothoetaa

hokotsegakaibilekegogobanahela

yooreagobonawenaTraySongzabo

awakaskota

Carl:(laughed)Trayomaswegoraa

kemaswetota

Maya:(laughed)Eewenaoneoreo

montethataelegore?

Carl:Bringbackmypictures,you're

unthankful

Maya:(laughed)I'msorry,you'rethe

cutestcousinever,thanks

Carl:That'swhatcousinsareforright



Maya:Right...

Hisphonerangandhepicked

signalinghertoshush...

Carl:heybabe

Tina:IjustsawMaya'sprofilepicture,

whatthehellisthat?

Carl:(walkingtothebedroom)Babe

listen,itwasjustapicture...Her

boyfrienddumpedherandshewas

feelinglowbecausehewasposting

picturesofsomegirl-

Tina:Whatdoesthathavetodowith



you?Boytellthatgirltodeleteyour

picturebeforeihangup,iwantit

gone.Ifyoustillcareaboutthis

relationshipmakeitdisappear...

Hewalkedbacktothekitchenand

gotMaya'sphonefromherhandsas

Tinascoldedhimoverthephonethen

hechangedtheprofilepictureand

handedherthephonesmilingwithan

"I'mintrouble"smile.Mayaquietly

laughedandcoveredhermouthwith

an"oops"smile...

Carl:I'msorry,itsgone..



Shehunguponhimandhesighed

smilingatMaya...

Carl:(laughed)shit

Maya:(laughed)I'msorry...Isshe

mad?

Carl:Sheisboilingbutshewillbe

fine.Let'sdothedishes...

Theyputthephonesdownand

cleanedthekitchenasMayasmiled

andsprinkledhimwithwaterfrom

hernailshelaughedandtickledher



astheybothlaughed....

AtFrancistown.....

Laterthatafternooniwalkedoutof

theofficewiththecarregistration

documentsandsmiledwalking

towardsBlessingwhowascarrying

Faith...

Blessing:Areyoudone?

Me:Yes,ican'twaittohittheroad...

Blessing:Didtheyserviceitgolokwa?

Me:YesbabeI'mreadytoroll...



IstrappedFaithonherbabycarseat

asZanegotinthebackandclosed

thedoor...

Blessing:Byeguys,I'mgoingtovisit

youwhenIcometoMaun...

Zane:Bye

Blessingandihuggedaswesmiled

excitedlyandbumpedcheeks...

Blessing:Iloveyourcar,thisisthe

realmakoya



Me:Hagotshamekelwehathe

mma....

Blessing:(checkedthetime)Ihaveto

gogetreadyforwork

Me:Icanneverbeanurse,I'mafraid

ofneedlesandblood

Blessing:(laughed)Nursesare

specialpeoplethey'relikesocial

workersweprideourselvesinhelping

peopleheal

Me:Whatever,justgotoworkwena

kanawadiratadipoko

Blessing:Gaoitsesepethemma,

ithelakegatakegatogakamoseseo

shotiboDoctorbantebetsaso...(we



laughed)Shapmma

Me:Shap

Blessing:Waitseekaregawatela

divorcekwano

Me:Kemonohelathemotho...

Shap....

Igotinthecaranddroveoffputting

myphonecordonthestereotheni

turnedupthevolumeasthemusic

played.

Ihadacoolerboxofdrinksand

everythingfreshwhileFaithlaidon



herlargebeautifulbabyseat,

meanwhileZanecouldn'ttakehis

eyesoffthenewsmartphoneI'd

gottenhimandloadedwithgames

earlier....

Theexcitementofanewcarkicked

inasIleftthetowncenterandthe

trafficworeoff,theroadbecame

moredefinedandstraightwith

bushesonthesidesasthemusic

liftedme...

IglancedonthemirrorandFaithwas

alreadyupthenZanesighedputting



hisphonedown...

Zane:(smiled)Iwonagain...Mama

canicomeseatatthefront?

Me:Justforafewminutes..

Hejumpedtothefrontandputonhis

seatbeltashesmiledwidelylooking

atthelongroad...

Zane:YoucandrivetoMaunby

yourself?

Me:(laughed)I'mgoingtotry...We

arefollowingthemaponthescreen



righthere...Thisreddotisourcar

Zane:Wow...

Heopenedadrinkandsippedlooking

atthescreen...

Zane:Mamaisthisreallyourcar?

Me:Yesbabe,it'sours.You,faithand

i...

Zane:Iloveit...

Itookoutmyphoneanddialed....



AtLetsholathebehospital...

Bayang'sphonevibratedinhiscoat

ashedroppedliquidsinthetest

tubesthenheshookeachofthem

andslottedthembackonthetray

whichhepushedasideandtookoff

hisglovesansweringthephone

makinghiswayoutofthelab....

Bayang:Divorceewareng?Mothoke

wenaopaletswengkenyalo

Didi:(laughed)Ija...Kanaketsonetse

ketilenggoditewatseowaitse

Bayang:(laughed)Howwasit?



Didi:Itwasn'tbad,Isentyoupictures

ofmynewbabe

Bayang:Wereyouseriousabout

buyingacar?Wheredoyougetthe

money?

Didi:It'spartofthedivorce

settlement

Bayang:Don'tyouthinkyoushould

investitforthekidsinsteadofbuying

acar?Whatkindofacarisit?

Didi:You'llseeonthepictures,it'snot

expensiveandthereismorewhere

thatcamefrom.Ineededacar

Bayang:Didiyou'resupposedtodo

importantthingsfirstbeforebuyinga



car,howmuchdoyouhave?

Didi:Sofarke52K,thecarcostme

30K

Bayang:Andhowmuchdidyou

spendonshopping?

Didi:(tinyvoice)5Knyanahela

Bayang:Thosekidsaregoingtobe

expensiveastheygrowsoyouhave

toinvesttheirmoney,ithoughtlast

wetalkedaboutbusinessaboodira

jang?

Didi:I'mexpectingcloseto500Kina

monthorso,I'llinvestthat.

Bayang:Shit,soKennawasthatrich?

ManIshouldgointodrugstsadilab



dikantia

Didi:(laughed)Bayweeija

Bayang:Okaybutifthat'showmuch

you'reexpectingacarisnotbadbut

keepwhat'sleftandinvestitjustin

casealeadiega.

Didi:TruebythewayI'mdrivingfrom

FtowntoMaunidon'tknowgoreke

tsamayahakaebutI'mtherighttrack

Bayang:(laughed)Waariskerwaitse

Didi:Mmassoonasmymoney

comesinIwanttogoforsurgeryin

SAretsamayarotheakerefriend?I'll

needsomeonetohelpmewhenI'm

sick



Bayang:sure,ofcourseyouknowI'm

alwayshereforyou.

Didi:I'llcallyouwhenIgetthereke

gobontshakoloi

Bayang:soyoumovedoutofthe

house?

Didi:NotyetbutI'llbealonetonight,

myfatherinlawwenttothefarm.

Bayang:Alright,keepupdatingme.

Didi:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedbackintothe

lab....



AttheDaniel's......

Laterthatnightthepastorstoppedat

thegatethenKengotoutwithhis

bags...

Pastor:(rolleddownthewindow)See

youtomorrowson

Ken:(sadly)Thanks

ThepastordroveoffthenKenwalked

towardsthedoorwhereheputhis

bagsdownandlookedforthespare

key.Heunlockedandputthebags



insidethenheshoweredandlaid

downtryingtodigesteverythingthat

happenedthatday....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LaterontosamenightBayang

yawnedleaningbackonthechairand

checkedhisphone,ithadbeenhours

sinceDidigavehimanupdateand

sheshouldhavebeeninMaunby

thensohedialedherbuthernumber

wasn'tavailable.

Tshepo:Keeng?



Bayang:Didi'snumberisn't

available...ihopeshedidn'thavean

accidentontheway,shehaskids

anditsanewcarmaybetheydidn't

serviceitright

Tshepo:Eish..

Bayang:I'malittleworried,shehas

beenupdatingmeuntilafewhours

ago...

Hegrabbedthekeysandwalkedout...

Bayang:Letmecheckherathome,

maybeit'sthephoneetimileor

something



Tshepo:Sure,I'llcoverforyou

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

AttheDaniel's

LateronIputFaithonmyshoulder

andtriedtounlockthedoorbut

somethingwasblockingitthenthe

dooropened,Kenswitchedonthe

lightsonandsteppedback...

Ken:(surprised)Hi

Me:(surprised)Hi,whatareyou



doinghere?

HegottheFaith...

Ken:I'llleavetomorrow,ididn'thave

elsewheretogo

Me:Ohok

Zaneranacrosstheroomand

huggedhisfeet...

Zane:Daddy?

Ken:(laughed)heyLittleman,i

missedyou...Letmelayherdown



andcometoyou,ihaveanew

PlayStationigotforusdaysago.

Zane:Okay...

HelaidFaithonmybedandwentto

hisroomthenhewalkedoutwitha

boxofthePlayStationwhileiput

thingsinthebedroomthenhestood

atthedoorlookingatthecar...

Ken:Whosecaristhat?

Me:It'smine,iboughtittoday.

Ken:Withwhat?

Me:Afriendgavemesomecoins,



happydivorcedday'sgifthesaid...

(laughed)Crazyright?

Ken:Oh...

Hekeptquiet,itprobablywasn'ta

funnyjoketohimashesatonthe

couchplayingwithZane.

Itookabathandwenttomyroom

whereIsatonthebedandpressed

myphone.

Tomysurpriseitwasoffsoiputit

onthechargerandheardaknockon



thedoor....

***

Kenpausedthegameandopened

thedoor...hisheartskippedandhe

swallowedlookingatBayanginhis

whitecoat.

Bayangfrownedlookingathimand

puthishandinthepocketlookingin

hiseyeswithadarelook...

Bayang:CaniseeDidi?



Ken:(sincerely)OK...(openedwider)

Pleasecomein...Sheisinherroom

letmecallher...

Bayangsteppedinandsmiledat

ZanewhosmiledbackthenKen

walkedtothebedrooms...

***

Meanwhileiputonmynightgown

thenKenknockedandstuckhishead

in...



Ken:(sadly)Youhaveavisitor...

Me:Kemang?

Ken:Theonewhoboughtyouacar

Me:(confused)What?

Isteppedoutandledthewaytheni

smiledtheminuteisawBayangand

ranintohisarmshugginghimashe

puthisarmaroundmywaistand

softlykissedmyneckwhileKen

quietlywatchedleaningagainstthe

passagewall...

Bayang:Whathappened?



Me:Myphonejustswitchedoffkesa

lemoga,wereyouworried?

Bayang:Yeah...(lookingatKen)

what'sgoingon?

Me:Let'stalkoutside...

Igrabbedhishandandledhim

outsidewhereweleanedagainstthe

cartalking.

MinuteslaterKenwalkedoutwithhis

bagandwalkedpastusasZane

stoodatthedoorsadlylookingat

him...



Ken:(shakyflatvoice)I'llcallthekids

tomorrow....

Don'tforgettolikeanddropa

comment,goodnight

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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Atthepastor....

Kenknockedonthedoorandsaton

thestoop,minuteslaterthepastor

openedthedoorandrecognisedKen

fromthebackashesatwithhishead

down.



Hegothisbagandputitinsidethen

heclosedthedoorandsatnextto

him...

Pastor:What'sgoingon?

Kenswallowedlookingdownashe

wrotelettersonthesandwithastick

thentearsdroppedontheground,he

pinchedhiseyesandcoveredhis

facesnufflingthenhepastorleaned

overandhuggedhim.



Aminutepassedandhetookadeep

breathleaningbackandrubbinghis

eyes...

Pastor:Whathappened?

Ken:Nothing...

Pastor:Godlovesyouson,ifthe

worldrejectsyoujustknowthatit

rejectedJesussowhoareyoureally?

Youmademistakesandhurtthe

peopleyoulove,theonlythingyou

candoisapologiseandlovethem

fromadistance.

Ken:Idon'twanttoherinthearmsof

anothermanandthepainfulthingis



thatithasalwaysbeenthisguy.He

hasalwaysbeentherelurkinginthe

shadowswaitingformetomakeone

mistakethenhebuysheracar,a

presentfordivorcing.I'mnotsaying

I'mnotwrongbutican't....I'mnot

strongenough,ineedhelpor

something...

Pastor:Whatdoyoumeanyou'renot

strong?

Ken:Ilosteverything...Amantletook

everythingiownandhadthepolice

escortmeoutofherhouselikeiwas

athief.(tearsfellasheturnedfacing

thepastor)Acompanyastartedand

namedaftermyson....Shetookit,



shetookmycarandallmysavings....

Ihad40Ksavedforfuture

investmentsbutshetook,ilosta

motherandshetoldmeitwasn't

goingtoendwellwithAmantle,i

didn'tlistennowI'mhere.Themost

painfulthingisthatican'ttellanyone

thatigotfooled.Ican'teventellmy

father,Iwon'ttellkyfather...What's

theretolivefor?

Pastor:Youwon'tknowuntilyoulive,

youwon'tknowwhatthenextchapter

ofyourlifehasuntilyouturnthepage.

WhatifGodisshapingyoufor

somethingbiggerthannow?

Ken:I'mjustnotstrong



Pastor:You'restrongbecauseyou

knowGodistheonlyonewhocan

help,thefactthatyoukeepcomingto

memeansalotandGodwantsmeto

tellyouthathelovesyouson,you're

theprodigalson.Wetookyoufrom

prisontohereandipersonally

expectedafewmistakesbeforeyou

canreachacertainstageandyou're

heremybrother.Youdidn'tfightor

kill,you'rehereseekingpowerbeyond

thewrathofyourhand..

Kenrelaxedandcalmeddownasthe

pastorcontinuedtalkingtohim,

aboutanhourpassedasheconfided



inhimabouthisdeepestfearsandhe

brushedthemdownwithmotivational

words...

Pastor:(sighed)Let'sgetinside...

Ken:(smiled)IthinkI'mstrong

enoughtoleave

Pastor:(laughed)Atthistimeofthe

night?No,let'sgoinside...

Ken:Iwanttogostaywithmyfather

atthefarmtoclearmyheadthenI'll

comeforthekids,I'mnotworkingso

ishouldusethetimetoreconnect

withmykids.

Pastor:Butthebusesarefinished



kanaditeng?Pleasegetsomesleep

you'llleavetomorrow.Mycouchcan

beadjustedintoabed...(stood)Let's

go...

Kenstoodupandfollowedthepastor

inside....

Atthefarm....

Onthesamenighttheoldmanlaid

onthebedlisteningtotheradioand

dialedDidi'snumberbutshedidn't

answer,hetriedseveraltimesuntilhe

gaveupandthoughtfullylaiddown.



Hehopedthatlittlegirldidnotmeeta

youngmanandtriedtodoublecross

himbecausehe'ddothe

unthinkable...hereachedforhis

phoneagainanddialedacertain

number....

Voice:Hello?

Him:Orobetsemolekane?

Voice:wearestillup...

Him:Doyourememberthat

Malawiandoctor?TheOkapidoctor

Voice:Theonewhomakesmenget



stuckonyourwomaniftheysleep

withher?

Him:Yes,ishestillalive?

Voice:Yes,hestaysatthecattle

post,peopletraveltheretoseekhis

help.Doyouknowsomeonewho

needshim?

Him:Myfriendhasabeautifulyoung

girlhelovesandhegivesher

everythingshewantssohewantsto

makesurenoneoftheseboystouch

her.Totaifit'spossiblehewantsa

repellent,koorebashimanyanaba

sekabamolebabatswehelamogo

ene



Voice:I'llsendyouhisnumber

Him:Gonediaberekaakeredithare

tsamokwerekwerewateng?

Voice:Thata,don'tyouremember

thatmanwhogotstuckoftopof

Tebelelo'swife,thatdoctordiditfor

him..

Him:Irememberthatincidentitwas

serious

Voice:Letmesendthenumber...

Him:OK...

Hehungup.....



AtLolo'sHouse....

OnthesamenightLoloandAatile

werelayingonthemattressinfront

ofthehouseunderthefrontlightas

JuniorandKgotsoplayedsittingon

Aatile'sstomach....

Aatile:Kanteditwinstsetsonedi

robalanakomang?

Lolo:(laughed)Boysit'stimeto

sleep...

Junior:I'mnotsleepy

Kgotso:Metoo



Aatile:Howcanyousleepwhen

you'replaying,comeonguyslet'sgo...

Getupyou'rehurtingdaddyyoubeen

sittingonhischestforhours.Heis

notadonkey

Aatile:(laughed)Guyslaautwagore

keabuelelwagoloha

Lolo:(laughedandsmackedhim)

Mxmgatwengne...(clapped)Guys

bye,goodnight...

Theboyspickedtheirtoysandran

insideclosingthedoorthenAatile

sighedlayingonhisstomachfacing

Lolowhowasstilllayingonherback



faceup....

Aatile:Sohowiseverythingatwork?

Lolo:uhitsokayiguess,you

Aatile:I'mgood...BayangleDidibaka

nnabajananakonngwelenngwe

Lolo:(laughed)Wafosa!

Aatile:(laughed)Straightomojele

galemshaneameandthistimeheis

comingstrong.

Lolo:(laughed)ButDidihasalways

lovedBayangandhelovedhertooits

justthattheywerebothstubbornand

theythoughttheycouldfindbetter



partners.Theydidn'tbelieveinfixing

problems,kanaDidicheatedand

Bayangdumped,onceBayangwas

readytoforgiveDidikehaele

forkforkibileamoveron.Bayangle

enehoomarryingthatAoneDidia

tolakaKenbajamadiadidrugs.

Aatile:Ithinkfateispullingthem

together...(lookinginhereyes)There

arepeopleyoujustcan'tlivewithout

nomatterwhatyoudo,evenifthey

hurtyouyou'llalwayswantthem

Lolo:(lookinginhiseyes)Butpeople

changeandgrow,nobodyisperfect.

Thereisnosuchthingasaperfect

relationship.Agoodmarriageor



relationshipisonethathasbeen

throughroughpatchesandcameout

strongerwithmaturepeople.Andi

personallythinkweagecomes

maturity,seeinghowunfairlifecan

bewillteachyoutoappreciateyour

lovedonesandrespectthem.Lookat

Gobonaandi,wespenthalfofour

liveshatingeachotherandtheone

daywedecidetoputitallbehindus,

thedaysheseeksforgivenessfrom

thebottomofherheartrepenting

wasthedaysheleftthisworld.Now

I'mleftwiththekidswhowillforever

misstheirmother,wouldn'tithave

beengreatGobonavisitingmeand



droppingoffherkidsormevisiting

droppingoffgroceriesforher.Why

dowehurttheoneswelove?

Becauseattheendit'suswhohurt

again.(touchedhischeeklookingin

hiseyes)Idon'twanttowakeupone

dayandfindoutI'veaterminalillness

whenispenttimehurtingthemani

love.Ificouldhaveonechancetodo

italloveragainI'drespectthatman,

lovehimandworshiphimbecause

that'swhathedeserves.…

Heleanedoverandsoftlykissedher

gettingontopofherastheykissed

breathingheavilyandtouchingone



anotherallover...

Aatile:(paused)Ihaveadaughter...

Lolo:Wehaveadaughter...

Hekissedherandunzippedhisjeans

takingouthisDasLologlancedat

thedoor...

Lolo:Whatifoneofthekidsisn't

sleeping?Theycouldseeusunder

thelightoroneoftheyoungonescan

openthedoor..

Aatile:(zippedhisjeansandgrabbed



herhand)Come...

Heledheracrosstheemptyliving

roomandwalkedintheirbedroom

whereheclosedthedoorandkissed

herastheystoodbythedoor,they

fellonthebedanddroppedtheir

clothesonthefloorlikeraindrops....

Atthefarm....

Thenextdayearlyinthemorningthe

oldmangotaknockonthedoorand

foramomenthethoughtitwasDidi

buthissmiledisappearedwhenhe



lockedeyeswithhisson.His

disappointmentwassohardtohide

evenKen'ssmiledisappearedashe

lookeddown...

Ken:Hi...

Him:Whatdoyouwant?

Ken:I..I'mgoingthroughaloti

thoughtspendingtimewithyouwill

help.

Him:Comein....

Kenwalkedinanddroppedhisbagby

theplasticchairthenhesatonthe



bedashisfathergotdressed...

Him:Ithoughtyou'reinthecity

Ken:Afterthediv3idecidedtocome

here,iwashomebutDidihadher

boyfriendthereanditwashardto

staywhileanothermanwaskissing

herinfrontofmesoileft.

Him:Didihasaboyfriend?

Ken:Didn'tyoutellmeshehasa

boyfriend?(laughed)You'regetting

old

Him:(laughed)Ohyeahbutididn't

thinkshewouldbringhimtomy

house,that'sdisrespectful.



Ken:Ijustleftbecauseidon'twantto

fightwithher,maybeshewillforgive

meandtakemeback

Ken:Canyoustoptalkingabouther

takingyouback!Shewon'ttakeyou

back,whyareyoudoingthisto

yourself?WhereisAmantle?

Ken:ItsalongstorybutIwantmy

familyback,I'mgoingtofightforher

witheverythingI'vegot.Wehavetwo

childrenandiwon'tgiveuponher.I

mademistakesyesbutI'mreadyto

payforthemandmoveon.Istillhave

achance



Theoldmanlookedathisshotgun

andlookedatKenashecontinued

talking...

Ken:Ijustneedyourhelppapa...I

knowyouneversellyourcattlebut...

Canihaveatleast4?Ineedcashto

startasmallbusiness

Him:Whathappenedtoyour

business?

Ken:Afriendstoleitthrough

paperwork,imademistakeswhile

signingsomecontractsnowI'm

brokebutIamabusinessman,iknow

icanstartsomethingijustneed10K



minimum

Him:Ican'tgiveyouanythingright

now

Ken:Butyousaidalltheseisforus

Him:BoyIworkedhardforallthese,

it'smine.Youdon'tgettomessup

yourlifeandcomecryingtodaddy

fortherescue,growup!Alltheseis

mineandicangiveittoanyoneI

want

Ken:Okay,iunderstandthat.Cani

proposesomethingelsebecauseI'm

reallydesperate...Canyoufireoneof

theherdboysandletmework,you'll

paymewithcalveseachtimeoneof



thecowsgivesbirth

Him:Whydon'tyougofindajob?

Ken:Ihaveacriminalrecord,they

don'teasilyhirepeoplewithrecord.I

triedbeforeanditdidn'twork.I'lltake

careofthefarm,trustme...Youknow

iknoweverythingthereisaboutthis

place.

Him:Fine,youcanstartrightaway

butidon'twanttoseeyouinMaun

enjoyingthecitylifeleavingmycattle

here

Ken:I'llbeworkinghardlikeevery

herdboyhere,don'tworryandifi

needtogotoMaunyou'llknow,I'll



needSundaysofftogotochurch

that'sit.

Him:Ok...ButihavetogotoMaun,

thereissomethingimustgetat

home.

Ken:ok,Letmepassbythesections

andseewhat'sgoingon

Him:Alright,you'llfindmegone...

Ken:Bye....

Hesteppedout....

AttheDaniel's....



Around7inthemorningBayang

wokeupandshookme,ialmostfell

offthecouchtryingtogetup...

Bayang:(yawning)Akerewaebona

seriesyaHouse...

Me:(yawning)Whendidwesleep?

Bayang:(checkedthetime)Shit...E

chaile,iwouldbeleavingthehospital

now.

Me:Sorry,doyouthinkyou'llgetin

trouble?

Bayang:No,Tshepocoveredformeif

oursupervisoreverpassedbythelab.



Me:LetmegetZanereadyforschool,

youcanjustwaithereretaathapa

laterochaisitseakeregagona

mosola

Bayang:Yeah...Andyouhavetofind

ahousetorent,it'sweirdsittingin

here

Me:(laughed)You'refreefromhere

akerewewilldrivearoundandlook

forahousetorentlennagakefree

gapeketogakeloradilogoneha

IpreparedZaneforschoolandlater

droppedhimoffexplaininghis

reasonsforcominglate.Whenigot



backBayangwaslayingonthecouch

withFaithlayingonhischestdrinking

milkashewatchedthelaptoponthe

table...

Me:(putthekeysdown)Hey...Sheis

upalready?Isthatmilkstillfresh?

Bayang:Ireadtheinstructionsand

madetheformula...Thereisdirty

diaperinthebathroom,ididn'tknow

wheretoputit.

Me:Ok,letmecleanandprepareusa

bathbeforemakingbreakfast...

Bayang:SoZane'steacherdidn't

troubleyou?



Me:No,shewaafriendly.Sheisnew

teacher,apparentlytheoldoneso

strictonchildren,sheisoneofthese

peoplewhobeliveinbeatingchildren

Bayang:Governmentschoolteachers

arelikethat...

Bayangbathedandilaterbathedwith

Faiththenhewentbacktothecouch

withFaithwhileimadebreakfastin

thekitchen...

***

Meanwhiletheoldmanlefthiscarat

thegateandwalkedthroughthegate



ashisheartpoundedlookingatthe

twocarshewasn'tfamiliarwith,he

knewoneofthemwasDidi'sandhe

couldn'twaittofindoutwhothe

owneroftheothercarwas.

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedinon

BayanglyingonthecouchwithFaith

asleeponhischestashepressedhis

phone.BayangsatupandlaidFaith

downthenherespectfullygotupand

greetedtheoldmangivinghima

hand...

Bayang:Dumelang....



Theoldmanjustglaredathimandi

walkedoutofthekitcheninmymini

dressholdingatrayforBayang's

breakfastthenmyheartskippedasi

lookedatmyfatherinlaw...

Papa:What'sthis?

Me:Heisjustafriend,wewere

watchingmoviesanddozedoff

Papa:InmyhouseDidi?

Bayang:(pickedhiscoattogether

withthekeys)Mogolokeikopa

maotshwarelo,retaaintshwarela

lehagoneresadirasepe.Wewere



watchingmoviesbutitstilldoesn't

makeitright.Iwasn'traisedlikethat.

I'msorryforbeinghere

Papa:Getout...

Bayangwalkedoutanddroveoff.

Me:Nothinghappened

Papa:I'mdisappointedinyou,so

you'regoingtohurtmebeforewe

evenstartthis?

Me:Hurtyouhow?I'mnotallowedto

havefriends

Papa:No!Notmen...Whatdoyou



wantfromme?Ithoughtiwasdoing

everythingrightthewayyou

requested

Me:Wehaven'tchangedtheleaseon

yourfarmandthebrandonyour

cattle.IfI'mgoingtogiveupmylifeI

wantfullassurity.

Papa:Let'sgo...Andnowwehavea

problemKenstaysatthefarmsowe

havetostayherethat'stheonlyway

tobelesssuspicioustoeveryone.

Me:Hewentthere?

Papa:YesbutDidilistentome,idon't

wanttobecheated.Youcan'tdothat

whenihavegivenyoueverythingi



own.

Me:Iwon'tpapa...

Iwalkedovertohimandkissedhim

playingwithhiswhitebeardtheni

tookoffhishatandkissedhim,he

relaxedandstartedsmilingasi

playedonhischest...

Me:Let'sgotolandboardandfillin

theformssowecanenjoyeach

other.....

Papa:Let'sgo,icamewith

everything...Telltheseboystostay

awayfromyou



Me:(laughed)Don'tworrypapa,they

won'ttouchme...

Igoteverythingandleftwithhim......

Atthedoctor......

LaterthateveningRragweKen

knockedontheshortdilapidated

traditionalhutandwalkedin,hesat

downandfoldedhislegsastheold

Malawiandoctornoddedhishead

lookingathim...



Dr:Hello?

RragweKen:hello,outwaSetswana?

Dr:(accent)Eerra...

RragweKen:Kebataontshe

bashimanyanahathokogakgarebe

yame,kenalemorobanagakebate

goutwasepekaene.Idon'twantany

manaroundherandifanyonetriesI

wantthemtobestuckuntilIcome

back,canyoudothat?

Dr:It'seasybutit'snotefficient

becausewhentheyuseadifferent

bedthatyoudidn'tputwhatI'llgive

younothingwillhappen.

Rragweken:Ialsodon'twanttolose



myfarm,I'mputtingitinhername

butifshewantstostealitfromme

bysellingitIwantcrazythingsto

happensoshedoesn'tbenefit

anythingfromit.

Dr:Strengtheningafarmisadifficult

one,idoubtyoucangivemewhati

needbutifyoubringitthefarmwill

beyoursuntilyoudiethat'swhenshe

caninherit

RragweKen:That'swhatiwant,ifI'm

deadit'sfineshecanhaveitbutnot

now

Dr:Andwhateveryoubringwillalso

chaseawaymenfromyourwoman,



shewillfollowyouandloveyouonly.

Thisthingwillguardherandchaseall

theboysaway.

RragweKen:Nowyou'retalking,what

shouldibring?

Dr:(clearedhisthroat)Atongueand

privateparts

Rragweken:what?

Dr:Andithastobeyourson,that's

themostefficientway....Ifyoudon't

haveasonanephewwilldo.

RragweKen:Ihaveasonandheis

themainthreattothisrelationship,i

doubtmydaughterinlawisover

him.......Sohowmuchisit?



Thesinisterconversationwentonfor

aboutanotherhourthenhewalked

outofthehutandgotinhiscar

makingaphonecall.

Voice:Hello?

RragweKen:Molekaneakorekopane

rerememeha,iwantthoseguyswho

gotyouyournephewsthingsyouget

me?Ineedtheirhelp.

Voice:Suchthingsarenotforthe

phone,cometomyhouse.

Rragweken:I'monmyway,bye



Hehungupandjoinedthedirtroad.....

*

*

*

*

*

https://www.facebook.com/DJTRVP

P/

[9/4,12:04AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴99



Atthefarm....

SeveraldayspassedwhileKen

workedaroundthefarmwiththeherd

boys,workinghardandbeingaway

fromeveryonehadfinallytookhis

mindoffeverythingthatwasgoing

onandhewasbrainstormingona

fewideasgoingthroughhiscircleof

friendswonderingwhathelpthey

couldoffer.....

Thesunwasgoingdownashe

climbedonthelogsofthekraaland



watchedhisfather'scattleasthey

roaredwhileotherschasedone

anothercreatingadustysmellofthe

cowdung.Thereweresomanyof

themandhecouldn'tunderstandwhy

hisfatherrefusedtogivehimjust

fouroutofthosehundreds,itwas

thenthatherevisitedhiscircleof

friendsandwhattheyhadtooffer

him.

Oneoftheherdboyswalkedbehind

himandleanedagainstthekraal

puttinghisarmsonthelogKenwas

sittingonastheybothwatchedthe

cattle...



Him:Howareyou?

Ken:I'mgood...Sundaytellme

something,therewasawhitebullya

brahmaekae?

Sunday:Yourfathersoldcattlelast

week,itwasoneofthem

Ken:Howmanydidhesell?

Sunday:Ithink15?I'mnotsure,i

wasn'tworkingXhoistheonewho

wasworking.

Ken:Ok,iguessheusedthemoney

towardsmymother'sfuneral.



Kenhoppeddowninhisoverallsand

walkedtowardsthehousewiththe

otherherdboy.

Ken:Iwanttogogetmysonsohe

cankeepmecompanythisweekend

willyoubeokonyourown?

Sunday:I'llbefine,I'musuallyalone

onweekendsbecausemywifeworks

withthepigs

Ken:(laughed)Sometimesiforget

thatyoutwoarenowanitem

Sunday:(laughed)Workingheregave

memorethanjustwork

Ken:(laughed)I'llseeyoutomorrow



then...

TheypartedasKenwalkedinthe

houseandtookabaththenhe

changedintohiscleanclothesand

left....

AtSedi'sHouse....

Aatiledrovethroughthegateand

parkedunderthetreewhereSedi,her

motherandsisterweresittingwith

thebaby.



Aatile:Let'sgo

Lolo:I'llremaininthecar

Aatile:Let'sgo...Don'tbeababy,take

thatplastic...

Lolograbbedanotherplasticand

followedhimoutasSediturnedher

headlookingatthemwithhertitin

thebaby'smouthasshefedher.

AatileandLolobentovergreetingher

motherandshegavehimachairand

satonherstengewhilethetwins

remainedrelaxedontheirchairs...



Mother:Pleasebringherachair

Lame:gagonaditilomomotsee

Mother:(angrily)Canyouplease

bringthechair...

AatilepulledLolodownandshesat

onhislapasheputthebaby's

plasticsnexttothegrandmother....

Aatile:Isawthemessagewagore

thediapersarefinished..

Lame:Areyougoingtobuythatchair

ifyoubreakit?Lekaharanamo

stiloosarona



Aatile:Ogannegotisasetiloakere

oneobatakereng

Lame:Elegorekawenaotelaengka

baengmomotsearona

Mother:Lamethat'snotawaytotalk

toyourniece'sfather

Shestoodupandleftthenthe

mothermovedthechairover...

Mother:Pleasesitheredear,don't

mindthatone.Shefellonthefloor

whenshewasanewborn



Lololaughedandsatdownlookingat

Sediwholookeddownbreastfeeding

thebaby...

Lolo:Mayiseethebaby?

Sediputherbreastinthebraand

handedherthebabythenshesaton

thechairandlookedatAatile...

Lolo:Sheisbeautiful,shelookslike

hersister

Sedi:Thankyou..

Aatile:Isthereanythingelseshe



needs?

Sedi:No

Mother:(toLolo)I'mthe

grandmother...

Aatile:(smiledshamefully)OhI'm

sorry,excuseme...Lolothisis

MmagweSedi...Um...Thisisthe

motherofmychildren

Lolo:(shookherhand)nicetotalkto

you

Mother:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Aatile:(stood)Okay,wehavetogo

LolohandedSedithebabyandstood



byAatile...

Lolo:Gosiame

Mother:Gosiame...

Aatile:Gosiame

Theywalkedtothecaranddroveoff

asSedisignedashamedasher

motherlookedather...

Mother:Ishegettingbackwithhis

wife?

Sedi:(tearfully)Idon'tknow...Ididn't

evenknowthey'recloselikethat



Mother:Isn'tthiswhatihavebeen

tryingtotellyouwhenhestarted

beingrare?Thisiswhyhehasn't

beencomingtocheckonyou.

Sedi:Lemofounengodirahelajalo,

heneverrepliesmeunlessit'sabout

thebaby.Beforeitoldhimaboutthe

babyIsentthreemessagesandhe

didn'treply,heonlyrepliedtheone

talkingaboutthebabyandhecomes

withherwithoutmypermission.It's

finethough...Atleastheis

supportinghischildsoI'llfinishmy

schoolinpeaceandstartworkingfor

myself.

Mother:That'smygirl,that'showyou



respondtoamanactinglikethis.O

tsayadilosesadijaanong,kearata.

Don'tmisbehavethewayLameis

doingbecauseyou'llchasehimand

ruinhisrelationshipwiththebabyso

foryourbaby'ssakekeepthepeace

byrespectingthefatherofyourchild

andhiswife.Marriedpeopledothis,

someneverreconcilelikeyourfather

andibutothersactuallygobackafter

divorcingandremarry,stupidasit

sounds.I'mjustgladyou'reso

matureyoudon'tcausedrama

Sedi:Idon'thaveachoice.....



InAatile'scar....

Meanwhilehequietlydrovethecaras

Lololookedathimthenhelookedat

herandfrowned...

Aatile:what?

Lolo:Yousleptwithhertwinsister

didn'tyou?(heopenedhismouthto

speakandshepointedathimsmiling)

Rememberwhatwesaidaboutlying..

(hesighed)Goon

Aatile:Ithappenedonce...

Lolo:Icouldtell...thanksforyour



honesty

Aatile:Yeah....

Hecontinueddriving....

AtMrFriday'soffice...

LaterthateveningGapesighedand

leanedbacklookingatKenafter

hearinghisstory...

Gape:Wagotwaelangwananyanoo,

lewenaomolesitselegalelet'smove

forward...Doyourealisehowmuch



ofariskI'llbetakingbydoingthis?

Ken:Iknow,I'mtheonewhoknows

butiwouldn'tbeaskingyouifit

wasn'timportant.Ioweyouone

Gape:Idon'tknowiftheboardwill

permitbutI'llpresentyourproposal

tothemandtwisttheirmindsalittle,

weneedatleast60%ofthevotes

andyou'reset.

Ken:Okay..I'llprayonit

Gape:(sighed)I'veneverbeenina

situationwhereI'mactuallyan

underdogbecauseirefusedtobean

underdogevenwhenIwasbutI'llgive

youanadvice,don'teverleta



woman'spresencedefineyour

happiness,letyourchildrendefine

yourhappinessandyou'llneverbe

depressed.Ilovemychildrento

death,that'swhocomes1stinmy

life...Allthese...Isforthemsoifyou

reallywanttobehappytakethose

kidsandputthemhere..(touchedhis

chest)Dothatandyou'reset...Ifthat

womanlovesyoushewillcomeand

ifshedoesn'tit'sstillokayagood

onewillcomealong.

Ken:AtthispointI'moutofher

leaguesoI'mjustthinkingaboutmy

kidsbecauseiknowonceshehas

kidswithhernewboyfriendshewon't



bethinkingaboutmykids

Gape:Exactly...(sighed)Anyway...I'll

takealootatyourproposaltomorrow,

brushitandpresentitbeforethem

thenI'llletyouknow.

Ken:Thanks...

Theystoodupandwalkedoutas

GapehandedhimP400...

Ken:What'sthis?

Gape:Getthekidsicecream...Ibeen

there,iknowwheneverycoinmatters

Ken:Thanks



Theyshookhandsandparted....

AttheDaniel'sHouse....

LaterthateveningIwalkedinthe

bathroomandclosedthedoorbut

Ken'sfatherblockedthedoorand

walkedinsmiling,heseemedexcited

bythewholesneakingaroundthing

buteversincehesignedoverhis

thingstomeeverythinghedidbored

metodeathevenhissmilewas

annoyingitwasmorelikeamonkey

grinthanasmile...



Papa:(smiled)Hey,thekidsarebusy

watchingTVcanwebathtogether?

Me:No,wecan'tdoanythingtogether

untiltheleaseisinmyname

Papa:Butwedideverything,weare

justwaitingforthemtoprocess

everything.

Me:Exactly,theapplicationmightor

mightnotbesuccessful

Papa:Canyoustopbeingdifficult

please,what'sthisnow?

Me:(sighed)Okay...I'mjustworried

thatyoumightnotfulfilyourpromise..



Hepulledmecloserandkissedme

ashisbeardscratchedme,heputmy

handonhisbonerandmademe

massagehim,irolledmyeyes

secretlyregrettinglettinghimtastea

blowjob,hewanteditmorethan

anyoneievercameacross...

MeanwhileKenknockedonthedoor

thenZanemovedthecurtainsand

smiledexcitedly,heopenedthedoor

andjumpedonhisfather'sarmsas

heliftedandhuggedhim...



Ken:Afewdaysawayandyoulook

sogrown...Whereisyourmother?Do

youwanttogotothefarmwithme?

Zane:sheisbathing....

KennoticedFaithwasasleepand

tookthebottleoutofhermouththen

heheadedtothebathroomwherehe

knocked..

Ken:Didi?Didi?

Didi:yeah?

Ken:WasthinkingIcouldtakeZane

tothefarmsohecankeepme



companyfortheweekend,hewillbe

backonSunday

Didi:Alright,I'llpackhisbagina

while...Areyouleavingnoworinthe

morning?

Ken:Now,afriendwilldropmeoff.

Whereismyfather?Hiscaris

outside

Didi:Ithinkheisnextdoor,hesaidhe

wantedtocheckonthatoldman..

Ken:OK...

Hewalkedoutofthehousecarrying

Zaneandputhiminthecarwhere

Gapefistbumpedwithhim...



Gape:Monnaweeotankgotsa,madi

amonnagareabonalemo

ngwanemfmonna

Ken:(laughed)Kecopy

Gape:Kecopyandpaste

***

MeanwhileihurriedandfilledZane's

bagwithhisclothesandtoystheni

hurriedoutsoKencanleavebefore

thinkingaboutgoingintothe

bathroom,iheldmybathrobeand



walkedtowardsthecarasthedriver

deemedthelights...

IhandedKenthebagandhegrabbed

myhandlookinginmyeyes...

Ken:Hey

Me:Hi

Gape:Mosunethemonna..

Webothlaughedshylyasileanedin

andsmiledgreetinghim...

Me:Hello?



Gape:KoorewarengKennemma?

Kanamothoyowagorata.Skaisa

bohemajwaronakopeleeveryman

hashadthatmomentyagotseelwa

thaloganyokekukubutwealways

findourwaybackandafterthatraa

bakablindrennadigoodhusband

gorr

Me:(laughed)Gakeahetsalegomo

shapa

Gape:that'spromising

Ken:(laughed)andmotivating..

Heleanedoverandhuggedaswe

smiledatoneanotherthenhegot



backinandclosedthedoor.His

friendreversedtjecarasiwalkedin

throughthegatetheniheardZane

crying,thecarstoppedandheran

towardsmeasiconfusedlywalked

back...

Hehuggedmylowertorsotightlyand

irubbedhishead...

Me:areyouokay?

Zane:Iwantedtosaybyebutdaddy

saidI'llsayitoverthephone

Me:what'swrongwiththephone?



Zane:iwantedtohugyougoodbye

Me:Bye,butyou'recomingbackon

Sunday,you'renotgoingforgood

Zane:Okay..

Ikissedhimandlethimgothenhe

rantowardsthecarholdinghistoy

car...

Zane:(smiled)Loveyoumama

Me:Loveyoutoo

Hegotinthecarandtheydroveoff

asiwalkedbackinrelief...



Atthefarm......

ThenextmorningKengaveZanea

bowlofbreakfastandbegunputting

onhisoveralls...

Ken:Eatfastwehavetogotothe

kraal

Zane:Ican'twaittoseethecows

Ken:Youhavetoweartheseshoes,

they'retougher...

Hedressedhimasheateand



finishedthentheywalkedoutofthe

houseandwalkedtowardsthekraal

chatting....

Ken:Sohowisschool?

Zane:It'sfineiguess,howcomewe

arenotafamily?Iwantyouand

mamatoloveeachotheragainsowe

canallplaytogether

Ken:Itwillhappen,itmighttaketime

butGodwillmakeithappen...

Kenpickedhimupandputhimonthe

otherlogthenhegrabbedabigstick...



Ken:I'mgoingtoopenforthecattle,

don'tmovefromthereokay?

Zane:Okay

Ken:Justsitthere..

Hewalkedtothegatewherehelet

outthecattleuntiltheywereallgone

thenheturnedbackheadingtoZane

buthewasn'tthere.Helooked

aroundcallingforhimandhewasn't

there.....

Ken:ZANE?ZEE?



Hehurriedandranbetweenthecattle

callingforhimbuttherewasnotrace

ofhim.

Hewalkedbacktowherehewasand

triedtofollowhistracks,histoycar

hadfallendownafewfeetfrom

wherehewasleftandtherewerebig

tracksofsize10.

Hisheartpoundedasheran

followingthetracksbuttheyended

onthegrassandhedidn'tknow

wheretolookashelookedinall



directions...

Ken:Zane??

AttheDaniel's....

Ihadalazymorningthatdayeven

whenFaithkepthittingmewithher

bottleonthefaceicouldn'tgetup,i

turnedmyheadandtriedtogetsome

sleepbutrragweKenwalkedinand

gotinbedmovingclosertome

touchingmybuttthenmyphone

rang...



Me:Hello?

Ken:(panicked)Didi,you'regoingto

hatemeforthisbutihavetotellyou,

ibeensearchingforZaneandican't

findhimanywhere.It'sbeenhours

nowandI'mfreakingoutbecausei

thinkheleftwithsomeoneorhewas

taken...

Me:What?Whotookhim...

IturnedtorragweKeninshock...

Me:Zaneismissing,someonetook



him

RragweKen:(heartskipped)Ohno...

Hestoodupputtinghishandonhis

chestinpanic...

RragweKen:No,no,no,,thatcan't

be....Theydidn'tunderstand....

Hetriedtostandandcollapsedon

thebed...

*

*
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AtLetsholathebeHospital....

Otlheranacrossthehospitalcorridor

worriedasmyauntinlawandi

waitedbythechairs....

Otlhe:(panting)Hello....what

happened?

Auntie:They'resayingit's

heartache....

Otlhe:(tearfully)OhGod,tellmeIshe



OK

Auntie:Wedon'tknow,thesecond

doctorwalkedinthereandthey

haven'tupdatedussincethen...

Ididn'tsayanythingtoherbecause

sheandiweren'tintalkingterms

sincehermotherkickedheroutof

thehousefordisrespectingme,even

athermother'sfuneralwedidn'ttalk

sotomeshedidn'texistneitherdid

hertearsmovemebutshesatnext

tomeandlookedatmegreetingme

anditfeltgenuinesomuchiwas

confused....



Otlhe:HiDidi..

Me:(reluctantly)Hi

Otlhe:(worried)Whathappened?

Me:AssoonasitoldhimZaneis

missinghesaidsomething,ididn't

understandwhathewassayingand

beforeicouldunderstandhe

collapsed.

Otlhe:WaitZaneismissing?

Me:Yes...(stood)Ibilemmekeyego

letsa...

IgotupputtingFaithonmywaistand



grabbedmyphone...

Otlhe:(spreadherarms)Letmeget

thebaby...Haaganebathoakere?

Me:Notreally...Thanks

Ihandedherthebabyandpacedout

dialingKenna....

Herdboy:Hello?

Me:DidyoufindZane?

Herdboy:NoandOfanaishavinga

panicattack,welongcalledthe

police



Me:Panicattack?....Um....(thinking

fast)Canyougivehimthephone?

Herdboy:hecan'ttalk,heisgoing

crazy

Me:(tearfullycoveredmymouth)

Haveyoucheckedeverywhere?

Herdboy:Wecheckedthewhole

farm,wearewaitingforthepoliceto

arrive

Me:Okay...

Ihungupandwalkedbackinside...

Me:(tearfully)Zaneisstillmissing



andKenislosinghismind,ihaveto

go...

Bayanghurriedoverandturnedme

aroundthenwehuggedasitearfully

lookedinhiseyes...

Me:I'msosacred

Bayang:Igotyourmessage,have

theyfoundhim?

Me:No...(rubbedmytears)Please

takemethere,iwanttogolookfor

himmyself...

Bayang:Let'sgo..



Iturnedaroundgettingthebabyas

BayanggotthebagthenOtlhestood

up...

Otlhe:Canigoandhelp?

Me:No,I'mfine

Otlhe:(sincerely)Please...

Me:Ok...

Auntie:Pleaseupdatemeifyou

foundhim,I'llletyouknowhowyour

fatherisdoinghere

Otlhe:Okay...



IledthewaypacingcarryingFaithas

Bayangcaughtupandwalked

besidesmecarryingthebagwith

Otlhebehindus...

Bayang:Wewillfindhim,don'tworry

Otlhe:Yeah,iwasoncelostatthe

farmtoobecauseitshuge...

Especiallytheploughingarea,I'm

sureheislostinthere.

Me:Ihopesobecauseachildcan't

justdisappearfornoreasonandKen

sayshesawtrackswhichmeans

someonetookhim.I'ddieif

somethinghappenstohim....



Wegotinthecaranddroveoff....

Atthefarm....

LateronBayangparkedasideandi

steppedoutwalkingtothekraal

wherethepolice,Kenandtheherd

boyswerewalkingaroundpointingto

theground.

Bayang:Letmecarrythebabywago

imela...



Ihandedhimthebabyandpacedto

thefrontwhereKenwasinsanely

anxious...

Me:Kenwhathappened?

Ken:(shakyvoice)Iturnedaroundfor

aminuteandhewasgone

Officer:(tothecolleague)Butthese

tracksdon'tlookliketheywereleftat

thesametimewithhiskanajang

mate?

Officer2:Theseonesareold,hisare

new...

Ken:Iputhimuponthatlog,it'sway

toohighforhimtogetdown.



Someonehadtohaveputhimdown

Me:Buthecangetdownfromthere...

Didyoucheckeverywhere?

Ken:Someonetookhimdown

Iwalkedtowardsthegrazingfield

shoutingforhisnameasBayang

followedme.

MeanwhileOtlhehuggedKenashe

sighedandlookedaround

dumbfounded....

Otlhe:Areyouokay?



Ken:Idon'tgetit...Hewasjusthere,

righthere!

Otlhe:Let'sgoaroundsearching

again...

Theywalkedtheotherpath...

Ken:So..(lookingatBayang)You

camewiththem?

Otlhe:Yeah...

Ken:Ok

Otlhe:Didyoureadmama'sletter?

Ken:No,Idon'tevenknowwhereI

putit,you?



Otlhe:Yeah....

Shestoppedandlookedinhiseyes..

Otlhe:I'msorryidestroyedyour

marriage

Ken:Whatdoyoumean?

Otlhe:Ifihadn'tbefriendedAmantle

andkeptpushinghertowardsyouto

revengeonDidiI'msureyour

marriagewouldhavesurvived,my

mothertoldmesomethingonthat

letter....ShesaidonedayI'lllovea

manwhomI'llwanttomarryandhis

parentsorsisterwillmakemylifea



livinghellandthoughweoftensayit

doesn'tmatterbecauseI'mnot

marryinghisfamilythetruthiswhen

adaughterinlawcomeshome,she

hastobewelcomed.Shehastoat

leastbetoleratedforthesakeof

whoeverbroughther.Ifireallyloved

youishouldhaverespectedyourwife

andmarriagebutinsteadIbroughtall

theselittlethingsthatendedcausing

problems.IhavebeendatingRicky

foryearsnowandheistalkingabout

marriagesolastweekheintroduced

metohisfamily,hisbrotherArona

doesn'tlikemebutthey'reveryclose,

I'mscaredthatitmightbeaproblem



inthefutureandhismotherdoesn't

seemtolikemetoo.Shekindof

greetedmeyesbutthenitwaslikei

wasn'tthere.Pleaseforgiveme

Ken:Youonlydidthatbecausei

allowedyouto,itsnotyourfault.I

shouldhaveprotectedherfromall

thesebutiforgiveyoubecauseyou

shouldhaverespectedmeandmy

wife.I'mjustdisappointedthatyou

letyourunemploymentmakeyoudo

this,allthesejustsoAmantlecan

hireyouthenfireyouafterusingme.

ShetookeverythingIown.She

trickedmeintobelievingthatDidi

can'tbetrustedsoIsignedmythings



toherthenshecalledthepoliceon

me.

Otlhe:What?Shedidwhat?(shocked)

Thatwitch!

Ken'sphonerangthenhetookitout

astheywalkedacrossthegrass....

Ken:Hello?

Auntie:HiOfana,haveyoufoundyour

son?

Ken:Notyet,wearestillsearching...

Thepolicearehere..

Auntie:Okay,monnaookaepapa?



Ken:Kenaleene

Auntie:Ihavebadnewsforyoutwo,

areyousitting?

Ken:(walking)Yes...What'sgoingon?

Auntie:Yourfatherisnomore,heart

attackepadilejaanonghaelegoree

hetsamotsejaana,kanamongwe

aboabuilemalobagorejaaka

monkanewagagweaitsamaetse

jaanaleeneokannaamolatela

jaanongkehoobileoile.

Ken:Areyousure?

Otlhe:(alarmed)What?

Ken:Bye



Hehungupandlookedather...

Ken:Papadidn'tmakeit

Otlhe:(tearfully)What?No....Whatis

goingonwithourfamily?No....

ShecoveredherfacecryingasKen

huggedherthenherubbedhereyes

andfacedher....

Ken:OtlheyoucangobackbutI'veto

continuesearchingforZane,the

longerwedelaythecloserwemight



cometogettingtheworstnews...

Otlhe:I'llgowithyou...

Sherubbedhereyesandfollowed

himashescreamedZane'sname....

***

MeanwhileBayangandimetwiththe

policeandtheherdboysbythefence

andwecontinuedshoutingforZane,

amaninahorsesloweddownand

turnedtous...



Him:Dumelang?

Officer:Dumelarra...Remopatong

yamosimanyanaongwagadika

tshwarasix,gawabonasepeko

tswangtengkaha?

Me:(sized)Heisaboutthistall...

Him:Xhowhoistheonethatwas

withyourchildrenearlierthismorning?

Xho:(tohiswife)BoKagowerewith

someoneinthemorning?

Her:Isentthemalone..

Me:Sentthemwhere?

Her:Tomymother'shouse,igave

themsourmilktogogivemymother.



Itoldthemtocomeintheafternoon

whentheresunisn'tsohot

Bayang:Let'sgetinthecarandcheck

Officer:Ma'amlet'sgoinside,why

didn'tyoutellustherearechildren

here?

Xho:Wesenttheminthemorning

waybeforeOfanasaidanything...

Weallhurriedtothecarsandleft....

AtXho'smother's....

AboutanhourlaterBayangparked



undertheMogothotreenexttothe

policecarthenwewalkedtowards

thetreewhereanoldwomanandan

oldmanweresittinghavingtea...

Thepoliceofficersgreetedthem

togetherwiththeherdboyasi

walkedaroundtheyardscreaming

forZane....

Xho:MmeboKagogabaatahale

ngwanayolesamoitseng?Bakae

bone

Her:They'rewithalittleboy,Kago

saidhewasOfana'sson



Iheardherresponsewhilepassing

andhurriedover....

Me:(tearfullysighed)Pleasewhere

arethey?

Her:Theywenttocollectsome-

Weturnedaroundasthechildren

walkedinalineeachcarryinga

bundleoffirewoodontheirarmsas

Zanewalkedamongstthemlaughing

whiletheychattedandburstedinto

laugher.



Irantowardsthechildrenwhowere

clearlyconfusedthenibentover

touchingZane'sfaceinspectingand

kissinghimthankfullyastheother

childrenlookedatus...

Me:Zane??Youscaredme!Whydid

youjustleave?Wethoughtyouwere

kidnapped

Zane:Thecattleweretoomanyand

daddywastakingforevertofinish

andisawthempassing,iwantedto

playwiththemandtheysaidwe

shouldbringmilkfirstsoicamewith



them.Diditaketoolong?

Me:Zane!Youdon'tjustleave

withoutsayinganything,wewere

worriedsickaboutyou!

Zane:I'msorry,areyougoingto

punishme?

Me:Idon'tknow...(huggedhimin

relief)youknowyou'renotsupposed

toleavewithoutsayinganything.We

wereworried...Iloveyou

Xho'swifeangrilywalkedovertoher

childrenandscoldedthem...



Her:Mercyhowcanyouleavewitha

littlechildwithouttellinganyone?His

parentswerelookingforhim

Mercy:I'msorry,itoldhimtoget

backandhegotsadthenitoldhim

it'sokaytocomebecauseiknewwe

wouldcomeback

Me:Don'tscoldthem,I'msurethey

didn'tmeananyharm.Oncechildren

meettheygettooexcitedandforget

alltheotherrules

Her:Butsheis9,sheknowsbetter.

Sheistheoldest

Mercy:I'msorry

Me:(rubbedherhead)It'sokaynana,



ifeverthereisnexttimejustmake

surehesaidgoodbye

Mercy:Okay...

Me:Tsamayaleyegobaadikgong

Zane...

Theywalkedtothefireareaand

droppedthefirewoodasiwalked

towardstheeldersandgreeted

them....

Me:(smiled)Kenekedumedisitse?

Oldlady:(laughed)Nnyaammaore

hitilesekenokuakuegahagarega



jaratayarona

Me:(laughedandshooktheirhands)

Dumelang

Oldman:(laughed)Achildgoing

missingistheworstthingaparent

caneverexperience,wedidn'tknow

thathisparentdidn'tknowhewas

here.

Me:It'sokay,thesethingshappen...

Bayang:(shookhands)Mmerra

lebogabatsad

Officer:Tankibagolo

Oldwoman:Mmeletengbo

ngwanaka?



Wealltookaseatandchattedfora

while,theoldladyevenwentinthe

houseandgaveusMoretwathen

theywalkedustothecarsandwe

left...

Atthefarm.....

Lateronafterpartingwiththepolice

officersBayangparkedthecaras

Kensatunderthetreewithhishead

downwhileOtlhepathisshoulder

thenhestoodanddesperatelylooked

atusaswesteppedwithZane.



Zanefearfullyandslowlywalked

towardshimwithaguiltylookbut

Kenhurriedoverandpickedhimup

puttinghimonhischestthenhe

sighedinrelief...

Ken:Zeewhathappened?

Zane:(lowvoice)I'msorry...Iwanted

toplay

Ken:Butyouweresupposedtotell

me...(tome)Wheredidyoufindhim?

Me:HeleftwithXho'schildren,cani

pleasehavehisbag?Weareleaving



Ken:Areyouserious?Why?

Me:Becauseyoucan'tkeepaneye

onhim,whatifhewaskidnapped

Ken:Kidnappedbywho?You'renot

takinghim,I'llleavewithhimbecause

I'malreadygoingtoMaun

Me:I'mgoingwithhimandI'mnot

askingyou...

KenglancedatBayangholdingFaith

andlookedatme...

Ken:Whatareyoutryingtodo?

Otlhe:Zanepleasegotothecar



Ken:Otlhedon't

Otlhe:Ofanajustlethertakehim,

fightinginfrontofhimwon'tmake

thingsanybetter.Wehaveafuneral

now,youdon'tneedextrastress..

Ken:Canwetalkinprivate?

Me:I'mnotdiscussinganythingin

privatewithyou,ourprivacyendedin

court.Pleasebringhisbag

Wegotinthecarwiththechildren

thenOtlhegotinthehouseasKen

leanedoverawaterdrumfrustratedly,

Otlheputthebaginthecarand

closedthedoor.



AssoonasBayangstartedthecar

Kenwalkedovertothedriversside...

Ken:Canihaveaminuteinprivate

withher?Itwon'ttakeaminute

Bayangswitchedofftheengineand

steppedoutthenKengotinand

lookedatmedesperately...

Ken:DidiI'msorryilosthimbutyou

knowdeepdownI'dneverputhimin

harmswayintentionally,ilostmy



fatherandI'mgoingthroughalot

rightnow...(tearfully)Thereisno

amountofwordsthatcanexplain

howmuchI'mhurtingrightnow,ifi

couldcryIwould...(heswallowed

tearful)Please....Ilosteverythingina

shortperiodoftime.Ilostmymother,

myfatherandeveryinvestmentIever

madebutI'mnotaskingyoutofeel

sorryforme,ijustwanttobewith

him....Please...Heiswithyouduring

theweekend,itsaweekend.Please...

Me:Yourfatherislate?

Ken:Myaunttoldmehoursago

Me:Whatdoyouinvestments?



Ken:Iwon'tlietoyou,I'venoreason

to...Iselfishlywantedtowalkaway

witheverythingandputtheminher

namebutshekickedmeoutand

refusedtosignthemback...

Me:(laughedandlookedathim)

Wow....Imean.....wow...(laughed

evenlouder)ilovethisgirl...Soall

thatwasanact?Damnihavetolearn

athingortwofromher,ithoughtI

hatedherbutyouknowwhatshea

lifelesson,sheismymotivatorand

mentor,fuckthatbitchisgood!....

(laughedandclappedonce)andyou

lovethat?That'swhatyouwantedto

killyourselffor?Thatbitch!(angrily



leanedovershoutingonhisface)

Wellguesswhat,youhaveathingfor

golddiggersandihappentobethe

motherofallgolddiggers...Your

rejectiontaughtmetofendfor

myselfandiamfarworseI'mlikethe

rain...SeeicangiveyoulifeKen,i

canbearfruitsforyouseehowigave

youkids?butlikerainwhenigetmad

ibringatornado,thisfarmis

mine...(smackedmychest)Your

parents'shouseismine,hiscaris

mineandeveryanimalthatroams

thisplaceyarennaKenyouknow

why?Becauseyou'retrulyyour

father'sson,getoutofmycar!



Ken:Whatdoyoumeanalltheseis

yours?

Me:Bayanglet'sgo!

BayangopenedthedoorasOtlhe

walkedover...

Bayang:Siakoomr,itsbeenmore

thanaminute

Ken:Didiwhatareyousaying?What

doyoumeanthisfarmisyours?

Otlhe:(heardandwalkedover)What?

Me:Yeshegaveittome,heeven

wroteawillincaselebatagolwale



nnakaditsameandnooneshouldkill

anycowwithoutmypermissionleha

eleyoneyaseshabokolesonge

kopiwamogonna.Iwantyououtof

mypropertybyendoftoday

Ken:Didiemapelewarepolasie-

Bayang:Let'snotcausedramaha

pelegabana,Idon'twanttohaveto

pullyououtinfrontofyourson

becauseyou'rehishero,idefinitely

wouldn'twanttobedisrespectedin

frontofminesokopaotswehela

sentereberekeshapshap

KensteppedoutthenBayangstarted



theengineasKenlookedatZane's

worriedfacialexpressionwitnessing

theargumentsthenhefakedasmile

andbentoverwavingathim...

Ken:I'llseeyoulaterbuddyokay?

Zane:(sadly)Youpromise?

Ken:Ipromisebud,beagoodboy

okay?

Zane:Okay...

Bayangdroveoffasirolledupthe

windowsandturnedwatchinghimon

themirrorasherubbedhisface



lookingatthecarinshock.Otlhe

huggedhimfrombehindandhe

turnedaroundhuggingherasshe

brokedowncrying...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AttheDaniel's...

Severaldayspassedasclosefamily

memberswaitedandexpectedKen

andOtlhetobuyfoodforeveryone

andevensaysomethingaboutthe

coffinbutnoneofthemweresaying

anythingandthelookstheygotfrom

everyonemadethemuncomfortable.

LaterthatmorningKenwalked



aroundwithhisheaddownashe

stoodbehindthehouseandmadea

phonecall....

Gape:hello?

Ken:Hi,haveyoupitchedmy

proposal?

Gape:Yesbutweonlygot4votes,i

thinktheproblemisyourcriminal

record

Ken:Buttheyworkwithyouwithyour

record

Gape:Youknowhowrichpeopleare,

withmetheyknewtheystoodalotto

losebecauseihadestablished



myselfalreadyandtheywerebuying

mysharescheaplyknowingand

seeingiwasgoingtobesomething

big,theyactuallytookadvantageof

me.Whitepeoplearetrashtrustme.

Ken:Okay,thanksfortrying

Gape:Ok,I'llkeepthinkingofwaysto

help

Ken:bye

Hehungupandsatonthebrick

thoughtfullythenhedialedDidibut

shedidn'tanswerherphone.A

shadowapproachedashesetbehind

thehouseandthepastorappeared...



Pastor:Theysaidyoumightbesitting

thisside

Ken:Hellopastor

Pastor:I'msorryforyourlossmy

brother

Ken:Thankyou....

Pastor:Areyoulosingweightorits

justmyeyes?

Ken:Idon'tknow...Waitseihave

problems,thisissoembarrassing.

Peoplearealllookingatmeasthe

firstborntoburymyfatherandfeed

thecrowdbutIdon'thaveanythingto

offerthemyettothemihave



businessesandmyfatherhasafarm

worthmillionswithlivestockinit.

Pastor:Whycan'ttheyburyhimwith

histhings?

Ken:Myfatherwroteawillmaking

myexwifethesolebeneficiaryofhis

wealthandshewon'tanswerour

calls,wedon'tevenknowwhereshe

is

Pastor:Soshedoesn'tevenproperly

burythepersonwhogaveherallhis

wealth?Godforgiveher

Ken:Ithinkshewantstoembarrass

mebecausesheknowsihave

nothingandpeoplewillexpectmeto



doeverything...

Pastor:I'lltalktotheseniorpastors

sowecanchipinsomething,theway

youembarrassedthechurchidon't

wanttoraisemyhopesupabout

themdoingthisbecauseitmademe

lookbad.

Ken:Iknowidisappointedeveryone

whothoughtihadrepented.

Otlhewalkedaroundthehouseand

approachedthem...

Otlhe:Waabitswa,gonalemeeting

moteng



Ken:Ok

ShewalkedawaythenKenandthe

pastorstoodup...

Ken:Canyoucomewithme?

Pastor:Itsafamilymeeting,face

themonyourownson

Ken:(sincerely)Please...Ifeellike

everyoneisagainstme...ijustneed

onepersonsupportingme,please

Pastor:Okay...Let'sgo....

Minuteslatertheyjoinedthefamily



andhadadiscussionandjustasKen

thoughttheywantedfoodandthe

coffinforhisfatherandhisresponse

aboutnothavinganythingenraged

everyone....

Uncle:(angrily)Howisitpossiblefor

someoneofyouragenottohave

ensuredhisparents?Neoreba

hithwakemang?Hadyounot

abandonedyourfamilyandranoff

witharichgirlyouwouldhave

thoughtaboutthesethings.Motho

walonakooreoakanyakaborokgwe

Ofana,youabandonedyourwifein

thehospitalwitha2daysoldbaby



andalittleboytheranofftothecity

whileyourparentssupportedyour

childrennowyou'rehereandyou're

justlookingatustoburyyourfather.

YourmoneyisonlyforAmantle?

Ken:(softlyavoidingeveryone'seyes)

Uncleidon'thavemoney,I'mbroke.

(headdown)iwasembarrassedto

saythisbutiseeingihavetotellyou

thetruthsoyoucanbelievemewhen

isayI'mbroke,duringthedivorce

processisignedmythingsoverto

Amantleavoidingtosharethemwith

Didiincourtbutafterthedivorceshe

refusedtoreturnthem

andchasedmeoutinstead.



Therewassilenceasthewhole

familywentspeechlesssomewhat

feelingsorryforhim...

Ken:Iwishicouldhelpbutthereis

nothingicando,I'msorryfor

groupingyouallherewhenyou're

tryingtohelpmeburymyfatherwhile

I'mfailingtoevenfeedyou.

Uncle:(sighed)Thankyouforletting

usknowkanajaanongronaneresa

itsegoremathatakeeng.Nowthat

weknowwehaveaproblemwecan

nowthinktogetherandseehowwe



canburytheoldman

Auntie:Mayiasksomething,doesn't

anyonethinkit'sweirdhowDidintle

wasgiveneverythingyetshefailsto

evenattendthesemeetings?does

thatmeanshewillonlyshowupfor

theburial?Thisgirlknowsthisboy's

situationandsherefusestoselleven

2cowstobuyacheapcoffinforthe

manwhogavehereverything?

Uncle:Ispoketoheronthephone

andshesaidherinlawsgaveher

thosethingsbecausetheyarefor

theironlygrandchildren.Whenisaid

somethingaboutthecoffinshesaid

shewillbuyitbutshehasn'tbeen



pickingmycallssincethen.She

soundsangryandbittertoosoI'm

notpinningmyhopesonher

Ken:It'snotevenaboutanyoneshe

wantstopunishandembarrassme,i

respectmyfatherfordoingthisfor

mychildrenatthetimewhenIhad

abandonedthembutcan'tanyofyou

helpmeseekforgivenessfromDidi

soshecanburrymyfather

properly?I'mnotaskinghertogive

meourfather'spropertyijustwant

hertoburymyfatherwithdignity.

Auntie:Thatgirlisn'tansweringus

intentionally...



Pastor:Thechurchwillbuytheold

manacoffin...

Uncle:I'lltalktomywifeandwewill

giveagoatformeatsopeoplecan

eat

Auntie:I'llbuycomboatChoppies

Uncle2:I'llgiveoutacow

Auntie2:I'llhireatentpeoplehave

beensleepingoutonthespaceby

thefire...

TearsfilledKen'seyesaspeople

pledgeddonationsforhisfather's

buriallikehewasadestitute,the

pastornoticedhewascryingastears



droppedonhisthighsthenhepulled

himoverforahug,thehugbrokehim

downashecriedhidinghisfaceon

thepastor'sshoulder,hisparents'

heartsbrokeashisunclestoodup

andsatnexttohimpattinghimon

theback.

Otlhelookedatherbrother'sfaceand

burstedintotears,shehadnever

seenhimbreakdownlikethatand

sheunderstoodhowuselesshemust

havefeltbecausethat'swhatshe

wasfeeling,unemployedand

incapableofbuyingevensugarfor

hundredsofpeoplewhowouldcome



tooffertheircondolences...

Thefamilyturnedaroundand

consoledthemastheyeachcried...

Uncle:Ofanadidimalamotogolo,

monnagaaweosekamahela,we

havegonethroughthattoo.Wehave

beencheatedbywomenwhenwe

wereyourageandwegrewstronger,

ittaughtusalessonandto

appreciatethewomeninourlives

whowerevictimsbecausenowwe

realisedtheyweren'thurtingus

becausetheylovedusnotthatthey



wereincapable.Itsapityyou

divorcedyourwife,lostbothparents

andyourbusiness,onethingyou

haven'tlostisyourchildren.Letthem

beyourinspirationtowakeupeach

morningbecausetheirloveis

unconditional.Papakepapahelale

yoosenangmadibanabamorata

hela.Findyourinnerstrength,iknow

youeasilygiveupandiknowyou're

emotionallyweakbecauseyoutried

tocommitsuicidebeforebutyou

havechildrenandmaybeoneday

you'llbesohappyandallthesewill

beastorythatyoutellanother

persontomotivatethem.



Auntie:Otlhemogolookeyoo,we

womenarestrongerbuttheseones

waii...Bestrong,behismother

becauseheistheonlyfamilyyou

have.Yourchildrenaregoingtoneed

him...Youbothneedeachother,

(turned)Ofana?Monnaokeyoo

ngwanaka,sheistheonlyfamilyyou

have.Stopcryingthatyourfatheris

beingburiedwithdonationsandbe

thankfulthatyouhaveafamilythatis

wiseenoughtohelpyou.Itwillbeour

familysecret,thepublicdoesn'thave

toknowthatweallpopped

something,infactpastorholdon

withthecoffin.Wewillbuythecoffin



becausewedon'twantanyone

knowingthatOfanaandhissister

couldn'tburytheirfatherorthatthis

witchofadaughterinlawranoffwith

thefamilyinheritance.Iunderstand

shehasbeenhurtandshehasscars

toshowforitbutthiswasn't

necessary.Thelawyersaysthenew

willstatessheownseverythingand

weunderstand,wewon'tfightherbut

shecouldhavebeenthankfulenough

toburyhimwithdignity,..(sighed)

Anywayitsfine...wewillmanage

Uncle:Ok,I'mgoingtomyfarmand

therestofuscangosearchwherever

wecanandmeetintheafternoonto



puteverythingtogetherandbuythe

coffinfortheburial.

All:Yes..

Uncle:Morutiretswalelekathapelo...

Theyallbowedtheirheadsand

prayed....

AtBayang'sHouse.....

LaterthatafternoonBayangwarmed

Zane'sfoodwhilehesatonthe

counterlookingathim...



Zane:Imissmydad

Bayang:Iunderstand,tellmomwhen

shecomesback

Zane:Caniuseyourphonetocall

him?Pleasedon'ttellmamaicalled

him

Bayang:Zaneican'tmakedecisions

aboutyouwithoutrunningitbyyour

mother.Shewillbeangrywithme

Zane:Butshewon'tknow,iwon'tsay

anything..

Bayang:Ok...(Hetookouthisphone)

Doyouknowhisnumber?

Zane:yes



Bayangdialeditforhimandputon

loudspeakerthenhehandedhimthe

phone...

Ken:Hello?

Zane:Daddy

Ken:(pausedandsmiledsurprised)

Heybuddy,what'sup?

Zane:Imissyou,canyougetme?

Ken:Whereareyou?

Zane:I'matuncleBayang'shouse

Ken:Ismommyaround?

Zane:No,shewentshoppingwith



Faith.Don'ttellmomicalledyou,itsa

secret

Ken:Canyougiveunclethephone?

Zane:Ok

Bayang:Hello?

Ken:Hi,thanksforlettinghimcallme

Bayang:Sure

Therewasanawkwardsilenceas

bothofthemheldthephonestotheir

ears...

Bayang:Mycondolences

Ken:Thanks,caniaskforafavour?



Bayang:Yeah

Ken:CanyoutalkDidiintoburyingmy

fatherwithdignityforhersaketoo,

sheisinnocentinalltheseandifshe

reactsthewaysheisreactingpeople

mightnotseeherasavictim,she

won'tbeanydifferentfrommeor

anyonewhohashurtherinthepast.

Bayang:Ibeentryingtomakeher

understandthatbutit'sdifficultto

makeherunderstandbecausesheis

angryandtheminuteIsayanything

shegetsmadsoit'saforbiddentopic.

Ken:Iunderstand,thanksforthekind

ofrelationshipyouhavewithZane,i



appreciatethat

Bayang:Sure

Ken:letmetalktohim..

Bayanggavehimthephoneandhe

continuedchattingandlaughingwith

hisfather,minuteslaterthecar

stoppedoutside...

Bayang:(whispered)hangup!

Zane:(whispered)Momishome,bye

Ken:(laughed)Bye

Hehungupandreturnedthephone



thenBayanggrabbedhimholdinga

platewiththeotherhandandputhim

down...

Bayang:finishup

Zanesatonthecouchandate....

***

MeanwhileiwalkedinholdingFaith

andputherdownthenshecrawled

overtoherbrotherasijoinedBayang

inthekitchenwherehewascleaning



thesink,iputmyarmsaroundhim

andlaidmyheadonhisback...

Me:Ihavebadnews,apparentlyi

can'tcrosstheboarderwiththe

childrenwithouttheirfather's

signature.

Bayang:Youdidn'tknow?

Me:No,iwonderifKenwillagree

Bayang:Buyhisfatheracasketand

foodforpeopleandhewillagree

Me:Tabekemosenya,nooneis

takingadimeofmymoney.LetKen

buryhisfatherwithablanketifhe

hasto.Iwassufferingalonewiththe



childrenandhedidn'tcare

Bayang:Thefathergaveyouallthat,

doesn'thedeservetobeburiedwith-

Me:Hecan'tseeanythingsoitwon't

makeanydifferenceweatherheis

buriedinamilliondollarcoffinora

blanket,ipersonallydon'tlikeitwhen

peoplebuyexpensivecoffinsonlyfor

themtobeburried.Peopleshouldbe

crematedtoreduceexpensestsadi

coffin..

Bayang:Babethemmayou'rejust

beingcruel,kanaoitsemasika?Ko

batengkwabajaKennakameno

Me:Letthemeathimakereba



paletswekegomojanakoenea

ntathilekelwalamospatelawitha1

dayoldbaby.Andwhyarewetalking

aboutthis?You'respoilingmymood..

Bayang:Nevermind,what'sup?

Me:(tookadeepbreathandsmiled)I

spoketoacorrectivesurgeonandhe

sentmesomeamazingworkshehas

done,heevenworkedoncelebrities.

Comehavealook....

Weleanedoverandwentthroughthe

pictures...

Bayang:Thisisverygood



Me:AnywayI'mwaitingforeverything

tosettledownthenI'mbuyingthis

propertyforeachofthekids,ispoke

toarealestateagent,shesaysthe

farmisworthwaymorethani

thought.They'regoingtoassessthe

farmandtellmeit'svalue,whatever

isleftafterbuyingtheseproperties

I'mgoingtopaythesurgeon.

Bayang:Waitsowhatarewegoingto

donow?

Me:Examination,hewantsto

examinemyburnsandseewherehe

willbecorrectingandhowdeep.

Bayang:Oh...areyougoingtothe



burial?

Me:Iwasn'tgoingbutnowihaveto

sothatKencansigntheaffidavit

allowingmetocrosstheboarderwith

thechildren.

Iwalkedtothebedroomreading

messagesfromtheDaniel's,some

wereangrywhileotherspleadedwith

mebutiwasn'tbothered...

Atthegraveyard...

OntheSaturdaymorningofmyex



fatherinlaw'sburialistoodamongst

thecrowdwithmybrownshadesand

blackclothesasweallsangwatching

thecasketgoingdown,Otlhecried

likealittleorphanwhileKennakept

onrubbinghiseyeswithafinger

underthedarksunglasseshewas

puttingontohidehispain...

Honestlyitwasthefirstburialiever

attendedandfeltdisconnected,wasi

gettingicecoldorjustplainwicked?I

don'tknowbuttheycriedandfeltsad

whileiwasjustworriedaboutthesun

messingupmycomplexionandhow

boringthepastor'slongprayerwas....



Isangalongwith"Boitshwarelojwa

modimo"butitwasjustlikesinging

atchurchevenLolofeltsorryforKen

butididn'tevenfromthedeepest

partofmyheart,onlymybodywas

theremyheartwasalreadythinking

abouttheshoppingmallsinSouth

Africa.

Minuteslaterweallheadedtoour

carstheniranbehindKenwithheels

carefulenoughnottofall.....

Me:Hi



Heturnedaroundandlookedatme..

Ken:Hi

Me:Ineedyoursignature,I'mgoing

toSouthAfricatobuyclothessoi

cansellthemtomakemoney

Ken:(softly)Okay..

Iwassurprisedhedidn'targuethati

haddisappearedwithhischildrenor

thatihadn'tshowedupsincehis

fatherdied,iexpectedhimtoaskfor

acertainamountofmoneyin



exchangeforhissignaturebuthe

saiditsocalmihadtoconfirmit...

Me:You'llsign?

Ken:Yes,letmeknowwhenyouwant

toleave

Me:OK

Ken:Havefun...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway

theniranafterhimclearingmythroat

guiltstricken,heturnedagainand

lookedatmestillrelaxed..



Ken:Yeah?

Me:AreyouOK?

Ken:I'llbefine,what'simportantis

thatI'mbreathingandmychildrenare

happy.Don'tbeafraidtogetmy

signaturesinallyourtravelswith

them,itraveledthoseplacesand

nevertookthemsoifyouhavethe

powertoshowthemtheworldwhat

kindofafatherwouldibetostand

ontheirway?Aslongyoualways

remembertotellthemiexistorgive

meaminuteortwowiththemI'll

appreciateit,I'msuremyparents

madetherightdecisiontoleaveyou

alltheirhardearnedlifesavingsand



investment.Iappreciatethatmykids

willbenefitfromit.Okay?

Me:(sadly)Yeah

Hetookoffthesunglassesand

lookedatmewithhisreddisheyes...

Ken:Don'tfeelbadabouteverything

youdidoraredoingbecauseyou're

angryandit'sokay(touchedmy

cheeklookinginmyeyes)it'sokayto

beangry,tohate,topunishand

revengebutdon'tloseyourselfonthe

process...You'remorethanjusta

victimofanunfaithfulhusband,



you'reagoodmother....

HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedme

softlyaspeoplepassedbythenhe

leanedbackstilllookinginmyeyes

andlickedhislowerlip...

Ken:Bayangisagoodguy,he

probablydeservesyoumorethan

anyone.(smiledbravelyandpinched

mychin)Takecarebabe,ifyouever

missmegotochurch,you'llfindme

therewaitingforyou.

Heputonhisshadesandturned



aroundwalkingawayasiwatched

himthenitookadeepbreathand

walkedaway.Myheelsfeltlikethey

hadgrownaninchlongerasialmost

trippedthenitookthemoffand

walkedbarefoottomycarwhereI

droveoff....

5YEARSLATER.........

AlwaysremembertoLikeandleavea

comment,happyholiday!
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AtKen'sHouse....



Faithgotdowntheirbunkbed

draggingherteddybearandrubbing

hereyesassheclimbedonKen'sbed.

Sheputherarmaroundhimthenhe

openedhiseyestohercoldfingertips

andcoveredherwiththeduvet

rubbinghertowarmher,Zane

stretchedhisbackbehindhimand

turnedwonderingwhenhesnuckin

hisbedthenhelaidonhisbackas

Zaneputhisheavylegonhis

stomachwhileFaithhungherarmon

histhroat...



Hecouldhardlybreathsqueezedup

betweenthemashereachedforhis

phoneandcheckedthetime...

Ken:Jesus!

Hegotupandgotthetubreadythen

hewokethekids...

Ken:Guysgetup,hey...!Zane?Getup,

wearelate

HepreparedbreakfastwithFaith

standingontheplasticthenZane



walkedinwithatoothbrushinhis

mouth..

Zane:I'mdone

Ken:Yourclothesareoverthere...

(pickedFaith)Alrightlittleladytime

tobath..

Heputherinthetubandbathedher

thenhegrabbedatowelandwrapped

herwalkingout,Zaneheardthefood

burningandquicklyturnedthemwith

aspoonandreducedtheheat...



Zane:(screamed)Dad?Shouldi

switchitoff?

Hepickedapieceofmeatwithafork

andblewitseveraltimeshopinghis

dadwouldn'twalkinthenhedropped

itinhismouthandchewedwalking

outashisfatherwalkedin...

Ken:Thanksbuddy...

Zane:(wipedhismouth)Suredad...

Ken:AndIsawthat

Zane:(laughedandturnedchewing)

What?It'sagum



Ken:Right...

Heservedtheplatesandleftthemto

cooloffwhilehewenttodressFaith,

theylaterateandleftforchurchas

hehungabackpackwithFaith's

snackandheadedtothecombi

stop....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

Bayangwalkedoutofthehospital

tryingDidi'snumberbutitwasn't

available,heunlockedhiscarand

threwhiscoatinthebackthenhegot



andreversedasAatiledrovein...

Aatile:(rolledthewindow)Heelaota

rethula..Wareng?

Bayang:Eishpeloyamegaeha

Aatile:(laughed)Didiisstillnot

around?Ithoughtyou'llcallmewith

thegoodnewslastnight

Bayang:Iexpectedhertoarrivelast

nightbutshedidn'tsayanything,i

sentheramessageandshehasn't

responded.

Aatile:Goandwaitforyourladymy

boy,sheisdoingthisforyou...She

willbebeautifulonherweddingday



Bayang:Ihateallthesecheckups..

Aatile:ButherDrisreallygood,ilove

thatheschedulescheckupsforher

Bayang:Hedidaprettygoodjobbut

thetravellingiskillingmeman

Aatile:Don'tbeinsecuremonna,shap

Bayang:(laughed)Shap...

Aatile:Don'tforgetwearehaving

braaiintheafternoon

Bayang:OhyeahkanaCalvinis

arriving

Aatile:Gaaexcitedkeenehelaareo

lapilekediflatobatagohemapheho

Bayang:(laughed)Icanimagine...



Shap

Aatile:Shap...

Hedroveoutofthehospital....

AtChurch....

LaterthatmorningKensteppedout

ofthecombiandpaidthedriverthen

hepickedFaithandhandedZanethe

bagastheywaitedforthecarsto

passthentheycrossedtheroadand

walkedinthechurchgate...



Zane:They'resinging,wearelate..

Ken:(checkedthetime)Uhweare

notthatbad...

Theywalkedinandtooktheirseats

asthesongleadergrabbedthemic,

Zaneputthebagdownandhurriedto

thefronttakingaseatbehindthe

keyboardasusualandsmiledatthe

manbehindthedrums.

Thesongleaderlookedathimonce

andhespreadhisfingersonthekeys

blessingthechurchwiththenotes

"Donotpassmeby"....



Thesongleaderclosedhiseyes

feelingthenotesandletouta

beautifulvoiceleadingthechurch.

***

Afterpreachingdifferentsingersled

theworshiphouruntilitwasZane's

turn,heremainedseatedbehindthe

keyboardastheyhungthemiconthe

standandputtheminfrontofhim...

Zane:I'mdedicatingthissongtomy



dadbecausehelovesit...Hesingsit

everymorningintheshower

Everyonelaughedasheloweredthe

micstandandlookeddownthe

keyboardhittingthenotes....

Zane:(singing)

Youunravelme

withamelody

Yousurroundmewithasong

Ofdeliverance

frommyenemies

Tilallmyfearsaregone.



(closedhiseyesemotionallyand

sang)I'mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

I'mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

Kensmiledemotionallylookingathis

boy,itwouldbegreatifhismother

couldseesuchatalent,itwasn'tjust

hisangelicvoiceitwasthewayhe

perfectlyhitthenotesofthe

keyboardandthewayheclosedhis

eyeswhenhesangandtheemotions

hesawonhisface.Tearsfilledhis

eyeswonderingwhyhissonloved



himsomuchwhenheonce

abandonedhim,ithadbeenyears

agobuteachtimehisboyshowed

himloveitallcamebackand

refreshedhisnewvowsofnever

walkingawayfromthemagain.He

swallowedasZanefrownedsinging

harderasthewholechurchstoodin

onespiritthenhestoodraisinghis

handandemotionallysangalong...

Ken:(singing)

Iamsurrounded

BysongsofDeliverance

We'vebeendeliver-ed



Fromourbondage

We'rethesonsandthedaughters

Letussingourfreedom

ohohohohohoh

ohohohohohoh

ohohohohohoh

Faithheldherfather'sfingerand

sangalong,shealsoknewthewhole

songbyheadbecausehesangit

everymorning..

ItwasindeedabeautifulSundayand

laterasthechurchgotoffeveryone



couldn'tstoptalkingaboutZane's

performanceandhowSundaywas

neverSundaywithoutasongfrom

Zane.

ApastorwalkedovertoKenashe

wastalkingtoanotherbrother...

Pastor:BrotherKen?Maywe?

Kenshookhandswiththebrother

sayinggoodbyeandturnedtothe

pastorwithasmile...



Pastor:Theseniorpastor'swouldlike

toseeyou,intheconferenceroom.

Ken:Okay...

***

Minuteslaterhewalkedinthe

conferenceroom,therewasabout4

pastors,treasurer,International

representativeandafewother

membersofthecommittee.

Hepulledachairandsatdown

wonderingwhatitwasabout,asfar



asherememberedhehadn'tdone

anythingwrong.Theseniorpastor

askedthemalltobowtheirheads

andprayedthenhewashandeda

letterwhichheopenedasthesenior

pastortalkedtohim...

SeniorPastor:BrotherKennaI'vehad

arevelationthatyouaremeantto

serve...Godiscallingyou...Hewants

youtopreachthewordofGodtothe

youth,I'vebeenseeingyouasyouth

pastorforseveralmonthsandi

wasn'tsurewhatGodwastryingto

tellmebutnowI'msure.Thishas

beendiscussedwiththesenior



membersofthechurchandnoneof

themdisagreedinfactpastorDavid

alsosharedwithushowhesawyou

preachinginprisonbringsoulscloser

toGod.

Pastor:Inthatenvelopeisa

scholarshipforthebiblestudiesand

pastoringinOklahomaCity

Ken:(Readingtheletter)IntheUS?

Pastor:Yes,you'llbestudyingand

takingpartinthejointbranchchurch

inOklahoma.Asyoucanseefrom

thoseyouraccommodation,living

expensesandthestudieswillbepaid

bythechurchandyou'reexpectedto



activelytakepartinthechurchat

Oklahomaaspartofyourpracticals.

Hereadtheofferagainandsighed,it

wastheopportunityhehadbeen

waitingforandchangeof

environmentwoulddohimgoodbut

thenherememberedandlookedat

themsadly...

Ken:I'dlovetogoandstudyandi

reallydon'thaveaproblemserving

andsharingthewordofGodbutas

youallknowthatseveralyearsago

myexwifehadafireincidentsofor



thepastfewyearsshestarted

gettingsurgerytotryandmake

herselflookgood,becauseofthat

shehadtogivemethechildrenso

shecanrecoverfromalltheneedles

andsurgeries.Thoughsherecovered

sheisnotreadytotakethekidssoI

currentlyhavethechildrenandican't

leavethembehind.

Seniorpastor:Can'tshetakethem?

It'sjusta2yearperiodandyou'llbe

visitingeachyear

Ken:Pastorshecan't,Ireallycan't

saymorewitheveryonearoundbut

I'mtheonlyonewhocanlookafter

themnow.



Therewassilenceashesighed

frustratedlypinchingthebridgeofhis

nose....

***

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutand

greetedafewsisterswhowere

sittingoutsidechatting,Faithran

behindhimandheliftedherup

kissingherthenoneoftheladies

walkeduptohim...



Her:HibrotherKen,howmuchwould

youchargemetofixmyelectricity?

Ken:(Faithplayedwithhisnose)

What'swrongwithit?

Her:Wheneveriplugtheadopterit

makesthatsoundsofburningor

blowingup,idon'tknowhowto

subscribeitandthenthebulbscan

switchoffbythemselvesandgoon

bythemselves.

Ken:Okay,whattimeshouldIpassby?

(Faithplayedwithhisbrush-cutbeard)

Faithstop...(toher)I'dhavetohavea

looktoknowwhat'swrong

Her:AnytimeisOK



Ken:Alright,seeyoulater..

Hewalkedawaycarryinghis

daughterandputhisarmaround

Zaneastheyalllookedathim,none

ofthemhadthefreedomtosay

anythingbuthewasmouthwatering.

Hewasoneofthosemenyou'd

wonderhowitfeelswhenhegetson

topofyou,everythingabouthim

madethemcurious.Theyknewhe

wasonceabadboywhosolddrugs

andwenttoprison,hehadbeenthere

andtheyweresureheprobablydidall

kindsofdevilishthingsinbed.He

lookedlikeamanwhowould



definitelydominateifhewantedand

thelovehehadforhischildrenmade

himevenmoreattractive...

Sister:whatwereyoutwotalking

about?

Sister2:Ijustwantedhimtohelpme

withelectricityfixing

Sister3:Heisanelectrician?

Sister2:yes,hehassmallcompany

wellIdon'tifitsacompanyofjusthis

partner,theyputelectricityandall

thosecomplicatedthingstogether.

Sister3:Ididn'tknowthatihavea

littleproblemwithmyswitches



Theycontinuedtalkingashewalked

outthegate....

Zane:Whenareyougoingtofixthe

car?

Ken:Idon'tknow,Isubmitted

applicationsforatenderandifiwin

thatonethingswillbemuchbetter

Faith:Whydon'tyoudrivemom'scar?

Ken:(stammered)Just...

Zane:Becausemomwon'tshare

Faith

Ken:Don'ttellherthingslikethat



Zane:It'sthetruth

Ken:Youdon'tknowthat,ihaven't

askedhertoborrowmehercarsowe

can'tsayshedoesn'tshare,that'snot

fair

Zane:(sighed)Iguess...

Theygotinthecombiandwent

home...

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonBabyandMaya

madechakalakainthekitchenwhile



Aatileandtheboyswashedthebraai

standthenLolowalkedoutdialing

Tina...

Tina:Hello.

Lolo:Hi,wearehavingalittleget

togethertowelcomeCarlhomesince

it'sbeenawhile,wouldyouliketo

come?Wehaven'ttoldhimanything,

wejustwanttosurprisehim

Tina:I'dloveto

Lolo:Okay,howhaveyoubeen?

Tina:I'mfine,iarrivedinMaun

yesterday,I'monmysemesterbreak



Lolo:Lovely,seeyouinanhouror

two

Tina:Bye...

Attheairport....

Laterthatafternooniwalkeddown

thestairsdraggingmyluggagebad

asitrolledonthefloorthensomeone

calledmefromtheback...

Calvin:Auntie?

Iturnedandsmiledhugginghimas



hetookoffhisheadphones....

Me:Hey...

Calvin:Hi

Me:Wereweinthesameflight?

Calvin:Yeah,isawyouwalkingout...

Me:Okay....Howisschool?

Calvin:It'sgreat...(grabbedmybag)

Letmehelpyouwiththat....soit

anyonepickingyou?

Me:Gettingataxi

Calvin:Myauntispickingmeup...Oh

theresheis...



WewalkedtowardsLoloasshe

smiledandgavemeahug...

Lolo:OhGodwaitsethisdoctoris

good,oikgathakasurgeryjaanong...

Me:(laughed)Hedidn'tevendo

anythingtomethistime

Lolo:(laughed)Nahsweetness,Ican

seethedifference

Me:Okaythistimehejustfocusedon

myfeet...

Icatwalkedinhighheelsandstylishly

bentonelegbackwards...



Lolo:OhmyGod,yourtoes...Jesus

no...Isthispossible?

Me:(laughed)Yes....Darling

Carl:Amigoingtogetahugor

shouldijustwait?

Lololaughedandhuggedhimrubbing

hishairlikehewasstillalittleboy...

Lolo:You'resotall

Carl:You'remessingupmyMohawk

Lolo:Otaakamaakereibileafroya

tengedikgobenyana



Carl:It'sastyle,kedreadnyana

Lolo:Boygetinthedamncar,

everyoneiswaitingforyou...

Wealllaughedandgotinthecaras

myphonerang...

Me:hello?

Bayang:Hi,whyareyounot

communicating?

Me:Sorrybabe,iforgottotellyou

thatmyflightgotdelayed.I'mjust

goingtorushhomeandtakea

showerthenmeetupatLolo'shouse.



Sheishavingbraaithere...

Bayang:Iwashopingwecouldhave

alittledinner,candlelightkindof

thing...ItsbeenawhileImissedyou.

Me:Wecandiscussthatatthebraai

orhaveitafteranythingisfine

Bayang:Okay

IhungupandcalledKen...

Ken:hello?

Me:Hi,I'llpassbyandseethekids,

justtosayhiI'llgetthemproperly

tomorrowaftersettlingdown.I'm



suremyhouseisdustyandall

Ken:(inthebackground)Faith

mommyiscominglater

Faith:(ranoverandsatonhislap

takingthephone)Mommy?

Me:OhGodimissedyoulittle

pumpkin,howareyoumm

Faith:I'mfine...Imissedyou

Me:Iknowlove,I'llbethereshortly

Faith:(gaveZane)TalktoZee

Zane:Hello?

Me:Thatvoiceisgettingdeeper

Zane:(laughedembarrassed)Mom!

Me:(laughed)I'mjustsaying...How



areyouguys?

Zane:Wegood

Me:I'mgoingtotakeashowerand

passbyokay?

Zane:yeah

Me:Bye

Ihungupandputmyphonedown

theniopenedmybagandthrewtwo

pillsinmymouthswallowingwith

water,Carlgrabbedthebottlefrom

meandlookedatit...

Carl:Theseareaddictive,howlong



haveyoubeentakingthem?

Me:Alittlewhile

Carl:It'sforextremepain,I'd

understandifyoujusthadsurgery

butnowyoushouldbegetting

somethingmild,theseareforserious

painslikecancerandserioussurgical

procedures

Me:(snatchedthebottlefromhim)I

startedthisaftermybigsurgeryand

you'renotyetadoctorCarl,Chill

you'lltellusaboutmedicineafter

graduation

Carl:(leanedbackandputonhis

headphones)Iwasjustsaying...



Me:Lolommaiwon'tbelongatthe

braai,I'lljustgreeteveryone,shake

handsandleave,imissedmykids

Lolo:Itotallyunderstandmylove,

don'tworry...Itsbeenawhileoba

bonye

Me:Imissthem...

Shedroppedmeoffatmyhouse....

Atthesister'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonKenstepped

downtheladderasSisDorislooked



athimandhandedhimajuice...

Her:here...

Ken:thanks...

Heswitchedthelightsonandsipped

thejuice...

Ken:thereyougo,itwon'tgiveyou

anyproblemsfromnowon

Her:Thankyou

Fromhersmilehecouldpickthe

signalswhichmadehim



uncomfortableashehandedherthe

glassandpickedthetoolbox...

Ken:Okay,ihavetogo...Um...My

exwifeissupposedtoseethekidsin

ashortwhileso..

Her:Ken,canwetalk?

Heturnedaroundandlookedather..

Ken:Yeah

Her:Ihavefeelingsforyou,itriedto

fightthemandprayagainstitbuti

feellikemaybeifwegaveitatry-



Ken:I'mnotlookingforarelationship,

I'mnotreadyfortheemotional

consequencesofbeingina

relationshipandidon'tseeyouthat

way..Don'tgetmewrongyou'rea

beautifulwomanwithagood

personalitybutijustdon'tthinkyou're

meanttobemine.

Shelookeddowncompletely

embarrassedthenhesighedand

steppedover...

Ken:Iwon'ttellanyone,youdon't

havetobeembarrassed...Iloveyou



butonlyasasister...

Her:I'msorry

Ken:Don'tbe,iunderstand

Her:(handedhimthemoney)Here

Ken:Noitsfine,iwashelpingyoufor

freeanditwasn'talotofwork.Bye

Her:Bye

Hewalkedout....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronBayangandacoupleof



otherguyssatonthecampchairsby

thecarssomehavingfizzydrinks

whileothershadwineslisteningto

loudmusic...

Bayangtookouthisphoneanddialed

Didibutshedidn'tanswerthenhe

sigheddisappointedly...

Aatile:Youokay?

Bayang:Yeah...

Hisfacelitupashercardrove

throughthegate....



***

Isteppedoutpushingmyhairback

asiclosedthedoorandclickedthe

lockerholdingabottleofHunter's

GoldthenBayangwalkedoverand

huggedmeasiputmyarmsaround

hisneckandkissedhim...

Bayang:Heybabe...

Me:Hey...

Hekissedmedeeplyagainstthecar



underthecoverofthemilddarkness

andherubbedhisboneronme...

Me:(giggled)Stop,peoplecansee

us...Comeon

Bayang:Wearenottakinglongright?

Idon'twanttobewithyou

Me:yeah,I'mjustsayinghi...

Igreetedtheguysandheadedtothe

housewhereLoloandthegirlswere

serving...

Me:Hey....ThisisTinaright?Carlhas



ataste

Tina:(smiledandhuggedme)Hello

auntie...

Maya:(jokingly)Hiauntientekedise

hoo

Me:(laughed)I'llkillyou

Lolo:Ihopeyou'renotdrinkingMaya

Maya:Uhmamaneketshamekathe

MyphonerangandIwalkedoutside

picking....

Me:Hello?

Arona:Heybabes,whenwillyoube



here?

Me:I'malreadyherelove,I'llseeyou

tomorrow.Howiseverything?

Arona:Kegotshweredatachoma

Me:(sippedthebeerandlaughed)i

can'twait...

Arona:Alrightloveletmegetbackto

thebedroomheebathungLefokowa

lapisawaitsewenagolomogo

logeditswekamorobalo

Me:(laughed)Akerewifeissicksoo

nosiolwalesexdriveolenosi

Arona:Waitseekarenkagomothola

goreannebotoka,heebathungWord

ojagolomowenaketshogelalerago



lamewena

Me:(laughed)Waitse...Seeyou

tomorrow

Arona:Tomorrowboo

IhungandturnedaroundtoLolo

walkingoutofkitchenbackdoor

rubbingherhandswithakitchen

cloth..

Lolo:Didiareyoudrunk?

Me:No,why?

Lolo:I'dappreciateitifyoudon't

comehereholdingbeer,ihave



teenagedaughtersandI'mnottalking

aboutMayabecausesheisold

enoughthoughIdon'tencourage

drinking.BabyandAgathaare

teenagersandIdon'twantthemto

thinkit'sokayforawomantodrink

Me:Lolowhat'swrongwithawoman

drinking?I'mnotsayingtheyshould

drink,it'stheirchoiceandiftheywant

todoittheycanstilldoitwithout

yourknowledge.

Lolo:Iwishyoucouldtryand

understandwhatI'msayingkarei

don'twantmydaughtersexposedto

alcohol.Iftheystartdrinkingtheywill

doitattheirhousesbalegrownup



butfornowit'smyhousemyrules

andIdon'twantthemclosertobeer.

Me:(sighed)Okay,iunderstand.I'm

sorry....Ijustdidn'tthinkitwasa

problembecausetheirfathersareout

therehavingwine.Unlessit'sokayfor

aboychildtodrinkandbadforagirl

childtodrink

Lolo:Canwenotgobackandforth

withthis,pleasedon'tdrinkaround

mychildrenperiod!Isthatclear

enoughforyou?

Me:CrystalclearandI'moutofhere

withmybottle...



Iwalkedaroundthehouseand

walkedpasttheguy'ssittingonthe

campchairs...

Me:Goodnight....

Bayangfollowedmeandopenedthe

doorformethenhegotinthe

passengerseatanddroveout....

Bayang:Iseverythingokay?

Me:yeah,I'mfine...

Bayang:You'renot,talktome...

Me:I'mfine...



Isloweddownatthetrafficlightsand

grabbedmyhandbagthenipopped

twopillsanddrunkwiththelittle

waterleftinthebottlebytheholder

thenBayanggrabbedthebottleand

readit...

Bayang:Ithoughtitoldyoutostop

takingthesepainkillers,howdidyou

getthembecauseI'msuretheDr

didn'tprescribethemforyou?

Me:Bayangpleasenotnow,You

don'tknowwhatmyDranditalk

about



Bayang:Icalledhimaboutthesepills

andhesaidhelongstopped

prescribingthem(angrily)Didiyou're

notsupposedtotakethis!

Me:Bayangyou'renotmyhusband

andyoudon'thavetherighttocall

myDraboutmymedicationleeneDr

watengviolatedmyrighttoprivacy,

I'mgoingtotalktohimaboutit

Bayang:Soit'strueyou'renot

supposedtohavethis?Ican'tbelieve

you'regoingtobestubbornabout

this!

Me:I'mbuyingthemwithmymoney

soIdon'tknowwhatyou're



complainingaboutasifI'musing

yourmoney.

Heputthemdownandsighed

leaningback..

Me:I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.

I'msorry

Bayang:It'sfine....

Thegreenlightblinkedandidrove

through....

AtBayang'sHouse....



Wewalkedinthehouseandhe

closedthedoortheniputmyarms

aroundhisneckkissinghim...

Me:I'msorry,ididn'tmeantobe

rude..

Bayang:Youhavetostopdrinking...

Gakeratemonkowabojalwa

Me:I'msorry...

Hekissedmelayingmeonthecouch

andpulledoutmypantiesgetting

betweenmylegsasirubbedhis



back_______________________and

gruntedbreathingdownmyneckjust

asiwasabouttoenjoy....

Bayang:Uh.....

Uh.….uh.….wow...(kissedme)ilove

you

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Hepulledoutandpickedhisboxer

briefsfromthefloorthenigrabbed

mypantiesandwipedhisjuiceswith

hisvest,iputonmypantiesand

clothesasherestedonthecouch...



Bayang:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Ihavetogoseethekids,it's

beenawhile

Bayang:(putonhist-shirt)Alright,let

medriveyou'retipsy...

Hegrabbedthekeysandledthe

way.....

AtKen'sHouse...

MeanwhileaflylandedonKen'snose

andherubbedshookhishead

rubbingthenosethenhegotup,Faith



haddozedoffonhischestwhilethey

waitedforhermomthenheliftedher

upandheadedtothebedroomwhere

helaidheronthelowerpartofthe

bunkbedwhileZanehaddozedoff

playingagameonthephone,Kenput

itasideandtuckedtheminthenhe

lockedupandlaidonhisbed.

Itwasabachelorpadandbyfarthe

smallesthouseheeverstayedinbut

thisoneparticularhousewasmore

thanjustspecialbecausehehadbuilt

thathousefromthegroundwithhis

ownhardearnedmoneyfromthe

electricaltendershegotonceina



while.Lifewasn'teasybuthehad

learnttobecontentwiththemost

importantthingsinhislife...

Ashelaiddownstaringinthedarka

beamoflightflushedthehouseasa

carparkedinfrontofthehousethen

hegotupandwalkedtotheliving

room.....

***

Meanwhileisteppedoutofthecaras

Bayangadjustedtheseatdownand

laiddown,Kenopenedthedoorandi



walkedinalmosttrippingonmy

heels,heheldmywaistandi

balancedmyselfthenheclosedthe

door.

Heprobablysmelledalittlebitof

alcoholonmebecausehisfacial

expressionchangedwhenhelooked

inmyeyes...

Ken:Hey

Me:(smiled)Hi...(screamed)FAITH?

ZANE?

Ken:Keepitdownbanabarobetse

andyou'renotgettingthemlikethis,i



thoughtweagreedyou'llstop

drinking

Me:I'mnotdrunk,whatmakesyou

thinkI'mdrunk?

Ken:doyouknowwhattimeitis?

You'relate

Hewasinshortsandhewassexyor

wasitbecauseiusedtoBayang's

chubbybodythenislowlytouched

hischestandputmyhandinhis

shorts.

Ken:Stop!Don'ttouchme..



Me:Makemecum...

Ken:(backedupandpushedmyhand

off)Canyouevenseewhatyou're

doing?You'reactinglike..

Me:(putmyhandsaroundhisneck

andkissedhim)Wejusthadsexandi

didn'tfeelanything...Beforeicould

hecame...

Hemovedbackandmovedthe

curtainslookingatthecarasBayang

laidontheseattheniputmyarms

aroundhimjockinghimoffashe

turnedaroundandgentlypulledback

ashegotaboner,hefixeditand



movedbackasifollowedhimaround

thehousetakingoffmyclothes...

Ken:ForGodsakeDidiheiswaiting

foryouinthecar,kidsareinthenext

room.What'swrongwithyou?

Itookoffmybraandheswallowed

lickinghislowerlip,hewasseeing

mynewimplantsforthefirsttime

anditouchedhisboneragainashe

lookedatme...

Ken:Whyareyoudoingthis?



Me:youknowyouwantit....Takeit

whileI'monthemoodbecauseyou

maynevergetthischanceagain

Ken:(swallowed)Gakenadicondom

Me:Ketsamae?

Iturnedaroundandtooktwosteps

andhedesperatelypulledmeback...

Ken:Okay,I'll-

Ipulledhisneckdownandkissed

himashelaidmeonthecouchand

pushedthepantiesasideslidingin



throughBayang'scumandisweari

almostscreamedhallelujahashe

filledmeupwithhismanhoodand

raisedhismanlychestlookinginmy

eyeswiththat"Isthiswhatwant"

lookthenhebithislowerlipand

fnckedtheshitoutof

me«««««««»»»»»»»andputmyarms

aroundhisneckcryingholdinghim

tight....

Me:(crying)OhGodilovehisdick!

Hehasagoodone....

Thosewordsescapedmymouthasi



spasmedonelasttimewhilehelaid

ontopofmefillingmeupwithhis

armthickcream.Irubbedmyeyes

andpushedhimoffashesatonthe

couchlookingatmeasiputonmy

pantiesandfixedmydress....

Ken:Sowhatdoesthismean?I'm

confused...

Me:ItmeansnothingKen,ijust

wantedsexandnowI'mgoingto

sleep.

Ken:Withhim?

Me:Heismyboyfriend



HekeptquietasIfixedmyhair...

Ken:Soyou'rebasicallyusingme?

Whatamisupposedtodo?

Me:Idon'tknowandidon'tcarewhat

youdo,idon'tneedyou.Thereis

nothingyoucanoffermebesidesa

gooddick,nothing!Youcan'teven

affordme...

Ken:(swallowedtearfully)Okay,

clearlyyou'renotokaysoit'stimefor

youtogo

Me:Wait,sowhatdidyouexpect?

Youthoughtsexwouldfixthis?There

isnousandtherewillneverbe.What



makesyouthinkigettohave

leftoverstsaboAmantle?Ifshe

hadn'tdumpedyouyouwouldn'tbe

hereactingallGodlybecauseyou're

nothing,you'renotaman..Idon't

knowwhatyou'rebutsomethingelse.

Youthinkyoucanaffordme?Doyou

reallythinkyoucanaffordme?Go

findawomanwhodrinksmberere

thoseareyourtypesbecauseyougo

aroundfixingpeople'selectricity.You

don'tgettocomebacktomeole

uselessautwa?

Ken:Sokemolatogobotsagorewhy

areyouhavingsexwithme?

Me:Whyelsewouldihavesexwith



youKen?Whyelse?

Ken:Goshapeetsamaa,yougot

whatyouwantedakere?Tsamaa

Me:Youcan'taffordmeKenna,I'm

wayaboveyourleague,takingmy

childrenandmakingthemsleepin

thistinylittleholebecauseyou

couldn'tuseyourhead,you'restupid

anduseless...Gaomonnawasepe,o

sehema...

Ken:(tearfully)fuckyougetout!

Islappedhimandpushedhimoff..



Me:Soyou'regoingtotellmefuck

you?Really?

Ken:(openedthedoorforme)Ke

kopagoreotsamaeDidioiseontene

Me:Osenagonthoga?Buaseneose

buagape?Youthinkit'sbackthen

wheniwasyourdoormat?Begging

yousoyoucantakeresponsibility...

Sayit,(pushedhim)sayit!Sayfuck

yougape

Ken:(tearfullycalm)Wow,Goodnight

Me:InfactIwantmykids,givingyou

twominuteswiththemyoualready

thinkyou'retheworld'sbestfather

givememykids



Ken:You'renotgettingthemlikethis.

You'llgetthemwhenyou'resober

Itookafewstepstothebedroom

andhepulledmeback....

Ken:Banabarobetse,canyouplease

stopthis?

Islappedhimacrossthefacethenhe

angrilypickedmeupandwalked

outsideasiscreamedthekids,he

putmedownandcoveredmymouth

ashewalkedbackwardsdraggingme

tothecar...



Ken:Didiothodiabanabarobetse...

Ibithishandthenhetookoff...

Me:Zane?Faith?

Ken:Didistop...

Thechildrenrantothedoorand

watchedasKendraggedmethenhe

letgoassoonashesawthem,

Bayangslammedthedoorand

hurriedoverthenhepushedKenoff..



Bayang:Whatareyoudoing

draggingherlikethat?

Ken:Justtakeher!Takeyour

girlfriendandgetthehelloutofmy

yard!

Zane:Whyareyoupushingmom?

Ken:Zanegobackinthehouse,you

wouldn'tunderstand...

Me:Zanegetinthecar!Faith?Go!(i

pushedhim)anddon'teverputyour

handsonmeoryou'llspendanightin

jail...

Kenopenedthecardoorandletthe

kidsout...



Ken:Zanetakeyoursisterinside,

yourmomisdrunkagain...Go

Me:(angrily)Zanegetbackinthecar

Zane'seyeswelledupasheheld

Faith'shand...

Zane:(screamingastearsdropped)

Whatdoyouwantmetodo?What?

Me:(angrily)Getinthecar!

Ken:(tearfully)Babepleasedon'tdo

thesetothekids,lookatthetime,

shouldtheybeseeingthese?



Me:you'redoingthis!

Heswallowedandopenedthedoor

forthemthenhehuggedZaneand

rubbedhistears...

Ken:Buddygoodnightokay

Zane:Iwanttostayhere

Me:OsekawalekamogonnaZane

autwa?Iraisedyoualone!

Ken:Goinside...

Zanegotinthecarthenhepicked

Faithandfakedasmileasshecried...



Ken:Heydon'tcry,I'msorry...

Goodnight...I'llseeyouguys

tomorrowokay?

Heputherinsideandclosedthedoor

thenhefakedasmile...

Ken:Goodnight,seeyoutomorrow...

Irolledmywindowsanddroveoffas

heslowlysquattedrubbinghisface

lookingatthecarandthechildren

startedcrying....



Me:Zanedidimalaoledisangwana...

Bayang:Youshouldhaveletthem

sleepandyoushouldn'tevenbedr--

Me:(angrily)Kantewhosesideare

youon?YouknowwhatI'mtiredof

havingtoexplainmyselftoyou.I

don'tneedyouBayang...Getoutof

mycar,Inotinthemoodforthis...

Ipulledoverinthemiddleofnowhere

andturnedtohim...

Me:Getout!



Bayang:Youknowileftmy-

Me:Idon'tcareshouldicallthe

police?Getout!

Hegothisphoneandsteppedout

thenidroveoff....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtKen'sHouse...

HesatonthebedanddialedLolo's

number...

Lolo:(sleepy)Hello?

Ken:Hello,I'msorryforcallingthis

late.Ineedyourhelp.



Lolo:(gotup)Whatisit?

Ken:IthinkDidiisdrunkbutshetook

thekids,neresetserelwahapelega

boneandidecidedtolethergowith

themtostopthedrama.Canyou

pleasetalktoherIdon'tevenknowif

mykidsaresafewithherbecause

Bayangleeneotsididihelaopalelwa

keDidi

Lolo:Waitseobuannetesheacted

funnyearlierandwedidn'tendin

goodterms,letmecallher

Ken:No,don'tcall.Justgothereand

makesurethekidsarefine.

Lolo:Okay...



Hehungupandrubbedhisface....

AtLolo'sHouse...

MinuteslaterLoloshookAatile's

shoulderasshegrabbedhercarkeys

thenhisphonerang,shewokehim

andhandedhimthephone...

Aatile:hello?

Bayang:Themonnataontseekemo

tselengyamatapanahelamo

sekgwenganditshorriblydark



Aatile:What?

Bayang:I'mdonewithDidi,ican'tbe

disrespectedlikethis.Itoleratedher

behaviourforfartoolong.

Aatile:HebannaI'llbethereina

minute...

HehungupandlookedatLolo..

Aatile:Andthen?

Lolo:GoingtoDidi'shouse,sheis

drunkanddroveoffwiththekids

Aatile:ShedroppedoffBayangonthe

middleofnowhere,thiswomanwaa



peka.

Lolo:Iwonderwhat'swrongwithher

becauseshestartedmonthsback

andsheisaboretobewithbecause

sheisnegativeabouteverythingand

it'sexhausting.I'mtakingMayawith

meanthusegokgweetsabosigonna

keboi

Aatile:Okay...

LolowokeMayaandleftwithher....

Atmyhouse.....



Laterthatnightituckedthekidsinas

Zaneangrilylookedatmewithout

sayinganythingtheniswitchedoff

thelights..

Me:Goodnight

Faith:Goodnightmama,amigoingto

seedaddytomorrow?

Me:Yes,goodnightZane...(hekept

quietandiswitchedthelightson

lookingathim)Isaidgoodnight

Zane:Night..

Heturnedaroundfacingthewallthen



switchedoffthelightsandwalkedin

mybedroomwhereitookadeep

breathandsatonthebedtakingoff

myclothesasilookedatmyselfon

themirror.Ihad11surgeriesintotal

andistilldidn'tlooklikethewayi

lookedbefore.

Therewasaknockonthedoortheni

putonmygownandopenedthedoor,

Lolowalkedinandclosedthedooras

ilookedather...

Lolo:Canwetalk?



Ishowedherthecouchthenwesat

downasicoveredmyscaredthigh.

Lolo:Iheardwhathappened,what's

goingon?

Me:Withwhat?

Lolo:I'mnotheretofightyou,Idon't

knowwhatisgoingonwithyoubut

you'repushingpeopleawayfromyou

withthatarroganceandthisnew

drinkinghabitofyourswon'tendwell.

You'retoooldtobewalkingaround

holdingabottleofbeer,I'mnot

sayingI'mperfectbutwearetooold.

MayaandleboCalvincandothat



becausethey'reontheirearly20'sbut

rebagoloDidi,yourboyisalmost12

yearsoldandheisseeingallthese,

howishegoingtotreathisgirlfriends?

Faithmightthinkviolenceislove...

WhyareyoudoingthistoKen?

Haven'tyoupunishedhimenough?

Can'tyouseegoreleeneoineetse

mogowena?Howmuchdoyouhave

tohurthimbeforeyoucanbe

satisfied,whyareyousocold?

Me:Loloidon'texpectyouto

understand...

Istoodupandtookoffmygown



standingnakedinfrontofherthen

shelookeddownasherskin

crawled...

Me:(tearfully)Lookatme....LoloI

spentalmostallmymoneytryingto

fixmyselfbutI'mstillnotme.…ihate

myhands...(tearfully)Myentirebody

isdifferentanditsallbecausei

allowedmyselftoloveanother

humanbeingmorethaniloved

myselfsomuchiwaswillingtodie

forhimwhenhewasoutthere

sleepingwithanotherwoman.(tears

dropped)IhateKenandhewillnever

findrestaslongasIlooklikethis....



Never

Lolo'seyeswelledupandsherubbed

hereyeslookingatme...

Lolo:Lovedon'thate,don'trevenge

becauseitwillonlyhurtyoumore...

Lookyourselfstillcrying.Youhurt

himeverydaybutitdoesn'tchange

anythingitonlymakesyoubad...I

spentyearswithGobonahatingher

forallowingamantorapemy2year

oldandthroughoutallthoseyearsi

couldn'tlovebutthedayidecidedto

forgiveilostasisterandrightnowi



livewiththegreatestregretever...I

missBobosomuch...Iwishicould

haveforgivenheralongtimeagobut

ididn'tanditaffectedourchildren,

nowwehavefiveorphans.Ifyou

don'tforgiveKenforcheatingonyou

you'llnotseethathedidn'tburnyou,

youdiditbyyourselfjustlikeyou're

doingnow.You'rehurtingyourself,

honeynoamountofmoneyor

surgerywillhealthescarsinyour

heart,youlookwaybetterandyou're

beautifulbutyouwon'tseeitbecause

thescarsareinside.Forgive,lethate

outofyourheartsoyoucanlove

again,you'rehurtingBayang...Heis



hereandhelovesyoubutyoucan't

seeitbecauseyou'reonamission,

doyouevenloveBayangoryou're

usinghimbecausehoneyifyoudidn't

loveKenyouwouldn'tinvestsomuch

energyintohurtinghim...Hewould

beirrelevantinyourlife...Youneedto

healfromtheinsidesoyouaccept

whoyou're.You'renotanydifferent

fromanaccidentsurviverwhohas

scars.You'realiveandkicking,enjoy

lifeandstopdrinking.Seeyourkids

growandwatchthemperformat

church,cometochurchandseeyour

sonliftingthewholechurchand

bringingdowntheholyspirit...You're



missingout

Irubbedmyeyesandsniffed...

Lolo:You'renotfittobewiththem

andKenisdoingfinewiththem,give

thembacksoyoucanhealfaster.

Don'tmakethemhateyou,Baby

hatedmebecauseimadeselfish

decisionsandnowiwantyoutobe

betterthanme...pleaselove

Tearsdroppedandirubbedthem

thenshehuggedmeasicried....



Lolo:PleaseallowmetogiveKenhis

kidssoyoucanrecover,don'tlet

themseeyoudrunkandactingbad

especiallywhentheirfatheristhe

victimbecausebelieveyoumehewill

remaintheirfavouriteforever,iknow

whatI'mtalkingaboutbecause

everythingthathastodowithBabyi

hearitfromAatile...Whenshegot

herperiodshesentherfatherthe

messageandheforwardedittome,

thenshetoldmethenextday.Isthat

whatyouwantforFaith?

Me:No



Lolo:Takethembackanddon'tlet

themseeyouvictimisingtheirfather,

thisishowchildrenchoose

favouritesbetweenparents,you

didn'tfightsohardtoendlikethis.

Don'tlethateconsumeyou...(stood

up)I'mcallingMaya,sheistaking

thembacktoKen'shouse....

Shestoodatthedoorandcalled

Maya...

Lolo:Maya?Taotseebanaobaise

kogorraabone...



SecondslaterZanewalkedout

followedbyFaithbeforewecouldcall

them...

Zane:Arewegoing?

Me:Yesandyoucanstayaslongas

youwant...

Heranoverandhuggedme...

Zane:Iloveyousomuch,you'rethe

best...

Faith:Areyoucomingtoo?

Me:Nobaby,illseeyoutomorrow



Faith:Let'sgoandsleepatdaddy's

house.WewillwatchDSTVtogether

Me:I'llvisittomorrow..

Faith:Ok

SheheldMaya'shandandsadly

walkedout,Loloclosedthedoorand

ibrokedowncoveringmyface.AllI

wantedwastogobacktomynormal

body,itwasn'thappeningandi

couldn'tacceptit...

Me:Ishouldn'thaveburnedmyself,I

looklikeamonster!Peoplestareat

me



Lolo:(tearfully)Didiit'sallinyour

head...Yourfaceisokay,itdidn't

burnevenbeforeyouwentthere

foundationalwayscoveredthelittle

burnedareas.Peoplelookatyou

becauseyou'rebeautiful.…thisdoctor

managedtofixyourskinandyou

looksomuchbetter,hedidagood

job

Me:(crying)Bycuttingonmythighs

Lolo!

Lolo:Andyetthereisamanwho

lovesyoulikethat,Bayangishere

andnevercheatedfor5years,what

doyouwant?Therearepeoplewho

don'thavelimbsorsight,appreciate



thelittleyouhave.It'sbeenyearsget

overit!Kendidn'tholdhisprison

sentenceoveryourheadbutyou're

thereasonhekilledhisbrother,why

shouldyouholdthesescarsoverhis

headwhenhedidn'tsetyouonfire?

Stopbeingavictim,itwasfunny

whenyoustartednowgagokgathe

gothelele.OkgerisaKenmothowa

modimoleBayangotholaabolella

AatilegoregatweosokodisaKenna,

emisamma....

AtKen'sHouse....



MinuteslaterhepickedFaithandlet

ZaneinasMayastoodatthedoor...

Maya:Goodnight

Ken:Goodnight..

Heclosedthedoorandputthe

childrentobedandthenhesatonthe

edgeofhisbedlookingatthemas

theypeacefullylaidlookingathim...

Ken:Momisverysick,youknowshe

hasbeentryingtofixherskinright?

Them:Yes



Ken:So...Someofthemedication

sheistakingistoostrongandit

makesherangrybutshestillloves

youandshelovesmetoo....iloveher

aswell,okay?

Both:Okay

Ken:I'msorrythatyouhadtoseeme

draggingherlikethatorherslapping

me,wedon'twantyoutothink

fightingisOK.Getsomesleep

Zane:Iloveyoudad

Ken:(smiled)Iloveyoutoobuddy,

goodnight

Faith:Iwantmomtostayheretoo

Ken:(tookadeepbreathandsmiled)



Sohelpmeprayaboutiteverynight

okay?

Faith:Ok...

Heswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

downthenhisphonerang...

Ken:Hello?

Bayang:Didyouhavesexwithher?

Ken:(swallowed)What?

Bayang:I'moutheretryingto

cooperatewithyouconcerningyour

kidsandall,iwanttoknowifwestill

havethatcooperation.Didanything



happenwhileIwasinthecar?

BecauseI'mlayingheretryingto

piecetogetherwhathappened,those

kidswerewakingupsowhathad

beenhappeningbeforethatbecause

shewasn'twiththem?Tellmethe

truthandI'llwalkawayfromDidi

becauseiwillnotbecaughtup

betweenbabydaddyandbabymama

drama.I'mjusttryingtoendthings

peacefullyresalwe

Ken:(swallowed)Nothinghappened,

weweretalkingaboutthekidsand

endeduparguing.

Bayang:Goodthenyouwon'thaveto

worryaboutyourstatus



Ken:Whatdoyoumean?

Bayang:Nevermind,itdoesn'taffect

youakere

Ken:(panicked)Um...Yeah...Thanks

Hehungupandtookadeepbreath...

Ken:(whispered)Shit!

KindlyLiketheinserts,thenextone

followsat11pm.

*

*



*

*

*
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AtLetsholathebehospital....



ThenextmorningBayangwalked

towardsthenurse'sstationand

brieflytalkedtothenurseonduty,

theylaughedthenhetookouthis

phoneandshowedherapicture.She

lookedatitcarefullyandnodded

agreeingthenhesmiledatherand

walkedtowardsthestairsdialinghis

colleague.....

Tshepo:Hello?

Bayang:Don'tyouknowanyoneat

Disanengclinic?

Tshepo:Thereisthisgirl...Eish



gatwemangnebanna

Bayang:Good,comedownstairsre

chiketengtherra

Tshepo:Why?

Bayang:Just,hurryup...

Tshepo:Shap

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthe

exit,minuteslaterTshepojoinedhim

andtheydroveout....

AtKen'sHouse....

OnthesamemorningOtlhewalkedin



andsmiledatFaith...

Otlhe:Faithhey...Thisonelookslike

Didithebathungwee...Comehere...

Sheliftedherupandkissedher...

Otlhe:IwishIcouldhavekids

waitse...

Ken:Oseriousaboutnothavingkids?

Otlhe:Ican'tfallpregnant,webeen

tryingandtrying...Maybethat'swhy

Rickystoppedtalkingaboutmarriage.

Ken:Haveyouseenthedoctor?



Otlhe:Notyet,I'mplanningtogo

Ken:Okay...Letmehurry

Otlhe:Whatdidyousayrwaswrong

again?

Ken:Toothacheeish...

Otlhe:Okay....(walkingtothekitchen)

Let'sgofixyourbreakfast...

Kenwalkedoutandhurriedtothe

taxistop....

AtLolo'sOffice.....

Lolowalkedpastthereceptionand



smiledathersubordinatesasthey

greetedherthenshewalkedpasta

cleanerholdingafurnituresprayand

someclothes...

Cleaner:Morningma'am

Lolo:GoodmorningmmagweRose...

Cleaner:Sorrywecleanedlatethe

officestillsmells

Lolo:It'sfine,ilovelilies...

Shetookherseatandswitchedon

thecomputerthenherphonerang...



Lolo:Hello?

Sedi:Hi,iwastryingtoreachAatile

butheisnotanswering.I'mgoingon

ashorttrip,kemobileclinicandI'llbe

gonefor3daysbutLameis

Gaboronevisitingfriendssoiwas

wonderingifshecouldcomethere.

Lolo:It'stotallyfine,justdropheroff

Sedi:Okay,thanks

Lolo:Bye

Shehungupandleanedbackmaking

acall...



Didi:(sleepy)Hello?

Lolo:Goodmorning,stillinbed?

Erengdrugaddictionmongwaneng

Didi:(laughed)Myheadissoheavy

Lolo:Didyouflashthem?

Didi:I'lldoitassoonasIgetup.

Lolo:Bye

Didi:Bye

Shehungupandstartedworkingas

herassistantwalkedin...

Her:Bossladyhelphere...



Shegrabbedthepaperandreadit....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LaterthatmorningKenjoinedthe

queueforconsultation,thenurse

sittingatthestationliftedherphone

likeshewastakingaselfie,sheeven

smiledandtookapictureofKen..

Her:(photo)This

Bayang:Thanks,whoisattending?

Her:Pitso



Bayang:Ok,I'llcallhim

Her:Deletethesemessagesplease

gakebategolathegelwaketiro

Bayang:thanks...

MinuteslaterKenwalkedinfor

consultationasthenursestopped

pressinghisphoneandplaceditface

downwhileKentookaseat...

Nurse:Hello?Howcaniassistyou?

Ken:Um...Idon'tknowifit'spossible,

I'm...Ihadunprotectedsexwith

someonewhoIhavereasonto



believesheisHIVpositivebutIam

negativesoI'mwonderingifyoucan

helpme.

Nurse:It'spossible...

Hegrabbedhisphoneandpressedit

ashegrabbedtheboxoflatexgloves

andsatdownthenheputthemon

andstartedhelpinghim..

Atmyhouse....

Iwokeuplatethatmorningand

headedtothetoiletwhereileaned



overthetoiletthrowingup,knowingi

wasoncontraceptivesgavemeso

muchpeacewhenIthoughtofthe

chaosigotmyselfintotheprevious

night,ididn'tknowKen'scurrentHIV

statusbutknowingiwouldn'tbe

pregnantfeltmuchbetter...

Therewasaknockonthedoor,i

washedmyfaceoverthesinkand

rinsedmymouththeniwalkedout

fixingmyhairandopenedthedoor.

Bayangwalkedinwithbothhandsin

thepocketsasiclosedthedoor...



Me:Goodmorning

Bayang:Goodmorning

Me:Whydidn'tyoureplymy

messages

Bayang:DidyouhavesexwithKenna

lastnight?

Me:No,why?

Bayang:Lookatme,lookinmyeyes

andanswermeagain...

Isighedandlookedinhiseyes...

Bayang:DidyousleepwithKenna



lastnight?

Me:No...

Bayang:Wantalelaakere?Knowing

thatiwon'tbeatyougivesyouso

muchpeaceandknowingthatyou

don'tneedmeormymoneymakesit

alleasytolieandhurtmeisn'tit?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Bayang:Knowingican'tdoanything

aboutyourcheatingisniceisn'tit?

You'renotscaredtocheatbecauseat

theendofthedayyoudon'tneedme

ormymoney...IfifeellikeI'mnot

happyIshouldwalkawayandit

makesnodifferencetoyou



Me:Bayangidon'tknowwhatyou

wantfromme,Kenislying

Bayang:Soyoudidn'tsleepwithhim?

Me:No

Bayang:I'mgoingtoaskyouonelast

time,didn'tyouhaveunprotectedsex

withKennalastnight?

Me:No

HetookouthisphoneanddialedKen

thenheputhimonloudspeaker...

Ken:Hello?

Bayang:I'mwithDidi,iknowyouhad



unprotectedandit'sokay,youcan

haveherbutjustknowthatthe

reasonyourmotherdiedisbecause

shesawDidiandyourfatherkissing

inthekitchenandtheonlyreason

yourfatherlefthereverythingis

becauseshewassleepingwithhim.

Havefungettingbacktogetherwith

yourfather'sexgirlfriendorshouldI

sayyourmother.Bye.....

Halfabreadisbetterthannothing,

Goodnightfamily

*

*



*

*

*

*
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Atmyhouse....



Myjawsdroppedandisnatchedhis

phonethenihungupandswallowed

lookinginhiseyes...

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Bayang:OntirelamakgakgaDidiand

I'mnotgoingtoletyoufoolmeagain

andgounpunished,yousleptwith

Kennathatnightandyou'regoingto

lookmeintheeyesandlietome?

Can'tyouatleastapologise?You're

pridefulandunapologeticallyrude,I

spentthelast5yearstryingtobuild

you,tryingtorepairyoubutmaybe

you'retoobrokentobefixed...Ican't



dothis,ican'tplaythesegames.I

thoughtyouweredonewiththisman

butclearlyyou'renot,howdoyou

thinkitfeelsbeinginarelationship

withsomeonewhodoesn'tcare

weatheryou'rethereornot?

Myphonerangandiglancedatthe

screen,itwasKenandiknewhe

wantedtoknowwhathappenedto

hisparents....

Me:Bayangididn'tsleepwithKen's

father,hegavethosethingstohis

grandchildrennotme,whatmakes



youthinkI'ddothatwithanoldman?

(hesmiledindisbeliefandlaughed)

youthinkthisisfunny?Areyou

enjoyingthis?

Bayang:(sadly)ActuallyI'mverysad,

youlostyourselfhaven'tyou?You

couldmeetyourselfdowntheroad

andyoustillwouldn'trecognise

yourself...

Hetookouthisphoneandplayeda

videoofmesittingonthedinner

tablewithhimholdingabottleof

beercrying,irememberedthatday

thoughicouldn'trememberevery



detailandthevideoclearedmy

memory..

((((((("Whatdidyousay?",heasked

secretlyrecording..."Ifeelbadthat

Ken'smotherdiedbecauseofme,i

sometimesdreamaboutherandin

allmydreamssheisjuststandingby

mybedwithtearsrollingdownher

eyesandshedoesn'tsayanything.

Sometimesiseeherputtingherarms

aroundKenandOtlheastheycried...

Ifeelbadthatitooktheirparents

inheritanceandnevergavethema

dime.What'sscaryisthatbeforeshe

diedshewantedtogivemehercar



andthenshesawherhusband

kissingme,shehadaheartattack

andthenRragweKeneneiwasbitter

andfeltideservedsomething

becauseKenwasn'tgivingme

anything.Theoldmanstartedhitting

onmeandiagreed.Itoldhimtoput

everythinginmynamebeforeicould

doanythingwithhim."isaidcryingas

tearsrolleddownmyeyes."Howdid

hedie?,"heaskedrubbingmy

shoulder."WhenZanewentmissing

hejuststoodupandsaidsomething

liketheydidn'tunderstandor

somethingthenthat'sit,hedied.I

havenoideawhyhediedbutKen's



motherhauntsmeinmydreams.I

thinksheiscryingforherkids...))))))))

Theclipendedandhelookedinmy

eyesasicoveredmymouth

tearfully....

Bayang:Ilovedyoudespitewhatyou

didandididn'tjudgeyounordiditell

anyonebutyoutookmeforgranted,

remindedmeeverydaythatyoudon't

needmeandicangoanytimeiwant.

Whatkindofloveisthat?(leaned

over)Babeiunderstoodwhyyou

weredrinkingsomuchthat'swhyi



defendedyouandtriedtohelpyou

butno,I'mstillthatpatrolattendant

youusedandrejectedyearsago...

(tearsfilledhiseyes)You'llneverfind

anyonewholovesyouthewayilove

youDidiautwa?Never....Lehaele

eneKen,hewillneverloveyouthe

wayidobecauseevenasI'm

standinghereangryatyouiloveyou,

evenafterfindingoutthatyouhad

sexwithKennaican'tbeatyou

becauseistillloveyou...ijustlove

youwithyourflawsandeverybad

thingyoudoifeellikecanbe

corrected,ibelieveinyoubutthe

painfulthingaboutlovingsomeoneis



thatthereisnoguaranteethatthey

willloveyouback.Youdon'tloveme

Didiyoujustfeelsafewithme

becauseidon'tbeatyou,idon't

screamatyouandidon'tcheaton

you.You'rejustlikemanywomenout

there,youdon'twantanormalman...

Youwantamanwhoabusesyou,

slapsyouaroundandsleepswith

otherwomen.Kennaismoreman

thaniamtoyoubecausewomen

wanthim,becauseheisbadandyou

likethatthrill...Youdon'twanttobe

safewithageeklikeme,youdon't

needamanthatspends8hoursina

laboratory.Youneedactionand



thesemovielifestyleoffastmoney.

I'mreallygladitriedbecause5years

agoilivedinfearandwonders

thinkingwhatifDidiandiaremeant

foreachother,whatifididn'tfightfor

herandnowiknowtheanswersoI'll

moveonwithmylifeandacceptthat

youdon'tloveme,itsfinetooijust

wishyoucouldhavetoldmethisa

longtimeagoinsteadofwasting5

yearsofmylife...

Hetookoutanengagementring...

Bayang:Ibeencaringthisforalmost



amonthandnotasingledayinthis

monthdidyougivemeachanceto

propose.Idon'tcareifKennahas

repentedattheendofthedayhehurt

youandmaybeonedayhewill

backslidefromchurchanddoitall

overagain.Maybeyoulovehimthe

wayiloveyou,maybehewantsyou

becauseheknowsheissafewith

you...Maybejustmaybeyou'rehis

Bayang-thesafestchoiceinsteadof

theloveofhislife.Whateveritisyou

havemyblessingandthankyoufor

listeningtometalkingforsolong

becausethisisthefirsttimeI'm

freelytellingyoumytruefeelings



aboutthiswholething.You'vehurt

mealotbysleepingwithKennawhile

iwaswaitingforyouinthecarlikea

fool...(tearsfilledhiseyes)Youhave

noideahowstupidanddegradedi

feelrightnow.Allbecauseiwentout

theretokeepyousafefrom

accidentssinceyouwantedtodrive

drunkbutyouhadsexinstead,you're

heartlessandiknowyoudon'tcare

butonedayyou'llrememberme,

you'llrememberhowiwentoutofmy

waytohelpyouandyoucheatedon

methendroppedmeoffontheside

oftheroaddisrespectingmeinfront

ofyourchildren.Thechildrenihave



lovedandcaredfor5yearsyoujust

makemelookstupidinfrontofthem.

Thanksforlistening,ifeelmuch

betternow...

Hewalkedtothebedroomand

pickedhist-shirtsasistoodbythe

door....

Me:I'msorry,canwetryagain?

Bayang:(laughedandlookedatme)

I'mnotthatstupidokay?I'mnot,i

knowyouwantmetosayohyahlet's

tryagainandgetmetodeletethe

videothendumpme,I'mnotstupid



andI'mnotdeletingthisvideountili

feellikeit.

Me:I'mverysorrythatididn't

appreciateyou,ibeengoingthrough

alotlately

Bayang:(walkingout)Metoo,ibeen

inlovewithawickedgirl

Me:Soyou'renotgoingtodeletethat

video?

Bayangturnedaroundandpressed

hisphoneasilookedathim,iknew

he'dneverhurtmelikethatandiwas

thankfulhewasdeletingthevideo.



Me:Areyoudeletingit?

Bayang:No,ijustsentittoKennain

caseyouwanttodenyitandmake

melookfoolishforthesecondtime.

Heshowedmethesentvideoandmy

heartpoundedasibreathedheavily.I

satontheedgeofthebedrubbing

myfaceasmypalmssweat....

Bayang:Bye

Heclosedthedooranddroveoff

whileIsatthere,myphonerangover



andoveragainandiknewKenwas

goingtokillmeandifhewasn'tthe

worldwouldneverlookatmethe

sameagainsoicameupwitha

solution.

«««««««««««»THEEND»»»»»»»»»»

SIDENOTE

Ittookme4hourstogobacktothe

dayimetBayangandhowkindhe

was,mygoodheartedgrandmother

andalltheyearsofmyyouthat

Gaboronedowntomystrugglesin



Maunupuntilnowasiwritethis

conclusiontowhoeverisreadingit...

Thatwasthejourneytothewicked

personiamtoday,iamguiltyof

lovingamanmorethaniloved

myselftotheextentofburning

myselfandnowiamjustashadow

ofmyself,ican'trecognisemyself

norwalkaroundwithmyheadhigh.

Whenicelebratedgoingtoa

universitywithmygrandmotheri

thoughtlifewouldbegoodformebut

iwaswrong.I'mover35yearsold

withadegreeandI'veneverworked

inanoffice.IwatchedmyfriendLolo



prosper,sheisnowthemanagerand

shegetssalaryicanonlydreamof

yetiwenttoschoolwithherand

graduatedwithher.Shecheatedon

themanwholovedherandshe

cheatedmorethantwicebuthestill

can'tgetenoughofher.Hecalledme

askingfortipsonhowhecan

surpriseherwithabeautifulwedding

anditoldhimexactlyhow.Iamnot

jealousijustwantthesamefair

chanceinlifeevenwithmyflaws.

HowdoiforgiveKennawhenidon't

knowwherewewouldbehad

Amantlenotdumpedhim?Ifshe



decidestocomebackwheredoes

thatleavemychildrenandi?Iam

angryandI'mmadthatGodnever

gavemeachancetobehappy

despitemyhorriblechildhood.How

caniberejectedbymyownparents

andstillnotfindhappinessasan

adult,amitooselfishtowanttoput

myselftopeace?

Idon'tknowwheremymotherwill

readthisfrombutyou'rethecauseof

alltheseproblemsinmylife,you

neverlovedmeallbecausemyfather

deniedmebutiamgladiraisedZane

andlovedhimthoughhisfatherhad



deniedhim.Ididn'tknowamother's

lovecouldbeunconditional.

Tomychildrenpleaseforgivemefor

allmywrongs,ididwhatihadtodo

tosecureyourfuture.Ifihadtosell

mysoultothedevilhimselfjustso

youcaneatI'dgladlydosoandthat's

whatididthedayidecidedtocross

thelinewithyourgrandfatherafter

whatheofferedme,becauseyour

fatherwasstilllostintheworldihad

nootherchoicebuttodothisforyou.

Nowyourfatherfoundhiswayback

buticannotundowhatidid.



Kennaiknowyou'reangrywithme

andyou'regoingtohatemebutthank

youforlovingmewhennoonedid,

you'reawonderfulmanbecause

thoughyousolddrugsyounever

wantedmenearthemandyouspoilt

mewitheverythingagirlcandream

of.Ifailedtoinvest,hadimadebetter

choicesIwouldhaveneversuffered

inlife.YoumadeyourmistakesandI

appreciatethatyouareone

correctableman,amanwhocanown

uptohismistakesandworkhardto

earnthatforgiveness.Youearned

yourchildren'sforgivenessand



respect,nowyou'llneedtobe

strongerthaneverbeforebecause

notonlywillyoubeafather,you'llbe

amothertoo.IloveyouandI'll

alwaysloveyou.

Idon'thaveenoughtimetoaddress

eachandeverypersonilikebutiam

veryhappytohavemetandlaughed

withyouall.Bayangyou'reagood

manandI'msorryforbreakingyour

heart.AronaloveI'msorryforhurting

you,LoloI'msorryforallthehurtand

thankyouforcaringaboutmeeven

aftereverythingwehavebeen

through.Iloveyouallandplease



whenyoureadthebookabovedown

tothedetailsofwhathappenedinmy

lifejustknowthatididitformy

childrenbecauseiknowtheymight

gotoauniversityandstillstruggle

likeididandI'mgoingtoliedownin

peaceknowingthattheyeachhavea

propertyworthmydeath.Knowing

thattheyhavesomethingtofallback

onwhenthingsgobadgivesmea

peaceofmind.

WithLove:Didinte

InRetsile'scar....



KennaparkedthecarthenZane

openedthegateandrantothehouse.

Heswitchedofftheengineand

leanedbackthoughtfully.Hestill

couldn'tbelievehisfathertook

advantageofthesituationthewayhe

did...

Ken:Faithlet'sgoinsidebaby...

Faithjumpedoutandrantothe

houseasKentookanotherbreath

thoughtfully...



Ken:Didiihopeyou'llforgivemefor

puttingyouinsuchadifficultposition.

Hadinotabandonedmychildrenyou

wouldhaveneverdonethis.Ican't

believeyoulivedwithsomuchguilt

forsolongandIwasn'ttheretoease

itup...(sighed)Great,nowI'mtalking

tomyself...

Hesteppedoutandlockedthecar

walkingtowardsthedoorasZane

slowlywalkedoutwithtearsinhis

eyes,Kenpausedandlookedathim...

Ken:What?



Zane:(tearsrolled)Ma-ma

Ken:What?

Zane:(hislipstrembledhastears

metonhischeek)Ma-ma

Hequicklywalkedpasthimand

rushedtothebedroomwhereFaith

waspullingDidi'slegsasshehungby

theneckfromthechandeliercord...

Faith:Mama?Getdown..Mama?

Kenclosedhiseyesindisbeliefand

openedthemagainasFaithbegun



crying...

Faith:(crying)Mamayou'renot

talkingtome...

Ken:Didino...Babeno....Comeon...

Please...

Hegrabbedthechairandtriedto

untieherbuttheropehadgotten

deepinherskinhecouldn'tremoveit

thenhejumpedoffandhurriedout

withFaith.

Hecamebackwithaknifeandcut



herdownasshemeltedonhis

shoulderthenhelaidheronthebed

andremovedtherope...

Ken:(panicked)Didi?Babe?No....We

gotkids,youknowI'mnotagood

father....Youcan'tdothis...

Heleanedoveroverandblewinher

mouththenshepressedherchest

severaltimesbutshewasn't

responding,hecheckedherpulseand

swallowedlookinginherwideopen

eyesthentearsdroppedonher

foreheadashebreathedshaking...



Hetookouthisphoneandmadea

phonecallhuggingherlifelessbody...

Ken:(cryingasthephonerang)Didi

pleasegetup...You'renotdying..I'm

notlosingyoubabeno....

ZaneandFaithstoodatthedoor

staringathimasheslowlylostit

whileholdingthephone...

Ken:(cryingshakingher)Didi?DIDI?

FUCK!WHERETHEFUCKISGOD...



WHATAMIGOINGTOCHURCH

FOR....NOOOOOOOO...(cryingas

tearsmetonhischin)PleaseGod....

Lethergetup....(kissedher)Babei

wouldhaveneverjudgedyou,who

amitojudgeyou?didn'tyounoticedi

amachangedman?Pleasedon'tdie

beforeIcanloveyouandmakeitup

toyou...Wehavekidstoraise....

FaithgotonthebedandhuggedKen

cryingonhisbackasheknelt

huggingDidi'sbodythenZanewalked

overandgrabbedthephonewhilethe

otherendwasstillconnected...



Zane:(rubbedhistears)Hello?

Voice:Hello?Maunpolicestation

mayihelpyou?

Zane:Mymothercommittedsuicide...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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AtDidi'sHouse....

Thelightsoftheambulanceglittered

astheparamedicscarriedthe

stretcheroutsidethehousewhile

peoplewatchedinshocksomewith

theirhandsonthemouth.

OtlheshushedFaithasZanewalked



behindthehousethenAatiledrove

throughthegateandparked,Lolo

jumpedouttryingtofindoutwhat

wasgoingonasOtlheranovertoher

andhandedherFaiththenshe

walkedaroundthehousecalling

Zane...

Aatileslowlygotoutofcarand

walkedtowardstheambulance

whereKenjumpedinandkneltbythe

bedshakingDidi...

Ken:Didi?Babeiknowyoucanhear

me...(totheparamedics)Don'tyou



haveanextrablanket?Sheisgetting

cold,herhandsarecold...

Paramedic:Cansomeonegethim

please?Kantejaanongborreba

mapodisibonebakgabisitsehela..

AatilejumpedinandsatnexttoKen

asthedoorsslidclosed,heputhis

armaroundhimandconsoledhimas

hekeptcheckingherpulse...

Paramedic:Sheisnotrespondingto

anything

Ken:Butyoudon'tknowthatsheis

deadright?



Paramedic:Icanpronounceherdead

butonlyadoctorcancertifyherdead

Ken:Whatareyousaying?Isshe

deadoryoudon'tknow?

Paramedic:Wewillhearfromthe

doctor,justrelax...

Aatile:Youneedtobestrongan-

Ken:(angrilyshookhishandoff)

Dddddontputyourhandsonme,

don'ttouchme...Youbothdidthis?

Washeblackmailinghertobewith

himtheentiretimebecauseidon't

knowanyonewhorecordshis

girlfriend'sbreakdownsohecanuse

itforrevengewhenhefindsouthe



beencheated

Aatile:Ihavenoideawhatyou're

talkingabout

Ken:Don'ttalktome...

Heheldherhandastheambulance

rushedthroughtheemergency

parkingspace......

AtDidi'sHouse....

LolofollowedOtlhearoundthehouse

carryingFaithasshecried...



Faith:(crying)Iwantmama...

Lolo:Mamaiscomingback,you'll

seeherlater....

ShestoppedandwatchedasOtlhe

huggedZanewhowascryinghaving

hiccups...

Zane:Andthen...(hiccup)Andtheni

foundherhangingontheroof

Otlhe:Sheisgoingtobefine,you

can'tcryingwhenwedon'tknowwhat

thedoctorswillsay...Wehaveto

wait....



Loloapproachedandrubbedhis

head...

Lolo:Wehavetowaitandhearfrom

them...(toOtlhe)Yowaaotselaibile

Otlhe:(gother)Ithinkthecrowd

scaredher,thepolicecarsand

everything...

Lolo:Redirejangreyespatela?

Otlhe:Idon'tknowwhatthenewswill

be,iwanttotakethemoutofhere.

Canyoudropusatmyhousekanaha

stopongandI'llgetataxi...



Lolo:I'lltakeyouhome,batsereZane

statement?

Otlhe:Yes,they'redone...

MinuteslaterOtlhegotinthe

backseatputtingFaithonherlap

thenLolodroveoutoftheyard.

ThingsgotawkwardasLoloquietly

drovedowntheroad...

Otlhe:Howarethegirlsdoing?

Lolo:They'refine,Mayaisata

universityandBabyisatasecondary

school



Otlhe:I'msorryabo-

Lolo:Pleasedon't,it'sthepast.Idon't

holdgrudges...Webothwronged

eachotherandyearshavepassed.

Nowadaysidon'thavetimetohate

anyonebecausehatingbearsno

goodfruits.

Otlhe:That'sverytrue,iprayDidi

survives...Ioweheranapologyfor

wreckinghermarriagewaitsekgang

eenjamogomaswe,ifeellikeI'll

neverhavepeaceuntilIapologiseto

peopleiwronged.

Lolo:(glancedatZanewhohad

dozedoffbythecorner)Shewon't



makeit,ihaveseenthatlookbefore.

Mysisterdidtheexactsamething,

I'mbeginningtothinkmaybeihave

badluck...Didiandiwereongood

termsredumalanyegoreshewill

flushthepillsandrecover...thistook

mebysurprise....

Otlhe:Istillbelieveshewillsurvive....

Ihavethisstrongbelieveinmyheart...

Lolo:WewillseebutIhaveseenthat

lookandmysisterdidn'tmakeit..

Atthehospital....

Kenwaitedforalmostanhourpacing



upanddownasAatilesatonthe

chairsthenanursecalledhiminside.

Aatilefollowedhimandclosedthe

doorastheDrtookoffhisglovesand

tookadeepbreathlookingathim.…

Dr:Didintlecouldn'tmakeit,shelong

diedbeforeshereachedthehospital.

I'msorryforyourloss

Kensmiledandlaughedindisbelief

shakinghishead...

Ken:(laughed)No,sheisnotdead...

Shecan'tbedead....(tearfully)She



can'tbedead...(tearfullyclenchedhis

fistandhurtfullypunchedthebed)

SHECAN'TBEDEAD!

Dr:Pleaseexcuseme...

ThedoctorwalkedoutasKenstood

bythewindowlookingoutsidetears

fallingdownhischeeks...

Ken:(smiledtearfully)ShethoughtI'd

beangryather...That'swhyshedid

this...(turnedtoAatile)Andthefunny

thingisidon'tblamehernotevena

bit,shewasjustifiedmyonlymistake

wastowatchhertryingtofixherself



wheniknewthescarswereinside...

Sheneededamantoholdherandtell

hersheisbeautifulandiwasin

churchthinkingGodwilldoitforme...

Ithoughtwhenyoupraythingswill

fallintoplacebuteversinceistarted

thischurchthingmylifehasbeen

fallingapart,isthereGod?Imean

really.....Doeshereallyexist?Whyhe

can'thejustwakeherifheissucha

forgivingGod...Whatamigoingtodo

withtwokids?Wheredoistart?

Aatileswallowedandhuggedhimas

hehidhisfaceonhisshoulder

crying...



Aatile:(tearfully)I'msorry...(sighed

steppingback)DudeIdon'tknow

howbutIknowyou'llmakeit,iraised

Mayabymyselfandshewassotiny,

nowsheisabiggirl.

Bayangslowlyopenedthedooras

theguysturnedaroundandeach

rubbedtheirnoseslookingathim.

Bayang:(toAatile)Issheokay?

Ken:Shechoseyouanditstillwasn't

enoughforyou....thishowyouended

herlife?Scaringhertodeath?It



wasn'tyourdamnplacetotellmeher

secrets,shewouldhavetoldme

whenshewasready!

Bayang:SoAatileyou'refriendswith

thisguynow?Ilostmygirlfriendand

you'rewithhim?

Aatile:Guyscanwenotdothis?We

arenotlittleboys

Bayang:DidyoutellhimthebabyDidi

wastryingtokillherselfforyearsago

wasyours?You'reasnitch,soyou

knewhewassleepingwithherall

along?

Aatile:YouknowI'dneverdothatto

you!



Bayang:Youdidworsethanthis,

whatwouldstopyou?Tellhimthe

babyhethoughtwasmineisactually

yours...Whatafriendyou're!Butwhy

amisurprised,youwereneverreally

afriendofmine!

Hewalkedoutandslammedthedoor

asAatileturnedlookingatKen...

Ken:Itdoesn'tmatteranymore...It

makesnodifferenceandidon'twant

tohearaboutit.Youdon'towemean

explanationbecauseididn'teven

knowherwhenyoudidthat...



Aatile:Thanksforunderstanding...

Aatiletookadeepbreathlookingat

himandshookhishand...

Aatile:You'llmakeit

Ken:Thanksforcoming

Aatile:IknowbrokenwhenIseeit

becauseibeenthereandnoonewas

theretoconsolemeexceptmy

daughter.You'renotlost,Didilives

throughthosechildrenespecially

Faith.Thereisameaningbehindthat

name...Havefaith.



Ken:Thanks

AatilewalkedoutthenKensatdown

andtookadeepbreathtryingtopull

himselftogetherthoughhestill

couldn'tbelieveit...

InBayang'scar....

Bayanggotinthecarandslammed

thedoorthenheleanedback

coveringhisfacecrying....

Bayang:OhmyGod,Jesuswhy?Why



didisendthatvideo....DidiI'msorry

babe...(crying)Godpleasereturnthe

timeandIwon'tevensayanything...

Aatileknockedonthedoorthenhe

angrilyopenedthedoorandshouted

athimastearsdropped...

Bayang:(angrily)Getawayfrommy

car!Don't!

Aatile:Iknowyoudidn'twantittoend

likethis,youdidn'tknowshewould

killherself...YouloveDidiandyou'll

alwaysloveher!

Bayang:(sighedweakly)Ididn'tknow



shewouldbethatscared...Ikilledher!

I'llneverseeheragain...Alliwanted

wasforKennatohatehersoshecan

comebackandcryonmyshoulder

thenmaybeI'dbetheonlymaninher

heart.Ididn'twanttokillher...I

mean...Shehaskids!Whycouldn'ti

justforgiveherandmoveon,why

revenge?Istilllovehermaybeshe

wouldhaveapologisedandwe

would....

TearsblurredhissightasAatile

huggedhimtightlythenhebroke

downcrying...



Bayang:Ikilledher!!!

Aatile:Youdidn't,youlovedherand

madeadecisioninasplitofasecond

withoutthinking...

Bayangmovedbackandsquatted

holdinghischestastearsdropped...

Bayang:Aatilekebolailemotho....Oh

God,myheart....Myheart....(losing

hisbreath)Myheart....ShitithinkI'm

havingacardiacarrest...

Aatile:Bayang?(pulledhimup)Get



up!Comehere...Let'sgoback

inside....

HeputBayang'sarmaroundhimand

walkedbackinthehospital...

Bayang:(crying)Sheprobablydied

thinkingihateher...Howdoideal

withthis....

Aatile:Bayangyou'restrongerthan

this...

Theywalkedintheconsultation

room.....



AtDidi'sHouse....

LaterthateveningKennawalkedin

thehouseandquietlywalkedtothe

bedroom,itwasstillhardtobelieve

thatshewasgone.

Hesatonthebedandgrabbedher

nightgownthenheslowlyputitonhis

facesmellingher,itwasasifshe

wasthere...Hecouldsmellherasa

flashoftheirlaststeamysex

gleamedinhismindthenhefrowned

astearswetthegown,herphone



rangunderthebedthenhesniffled

andrubbedhisnosereachingforit...

Itwas"Arocious"thenheletitring

untilitstopped,hestillcouldn'tbring

himselftobelieveshewasgoneor

tellanyoneaboutit.Thewritingon

thescreencaughthisattentionashe

scrolleduptoWickedMe✴1.…

Hereadtheentirefirst-handstoryall

totheendandsighedtearfullyafter

readingthesidenote...

Ken:(shookhishead)Ididn'teven



knowiimpressedyousexwiseDidi...

(tearsfilledhiseyesagain)Theseare

thethingswecouldhave.....(sighed)

Godpleasebringmygirlback...

Hegrabbedthephoneandstoodby

thewindowlookingoutsidethenhe

rubbedatearrunningdownhischeek.

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutand

lookedathercar,hehadtogogethis

childrenbutheknewiftheysawher

carthingswouldn'tendwellsohe

walkedpastitandleft....



AtOtlhe'sHouse....

Laterthateveningheknockedonthe

door...

Otlhe:Zanegetthedoor!

Zaneunlockedthedoorandsmiled

widelylookingathisfather...

Zane:(smiled)Issheokay?

Faithstoppedeatingmotogoandran

acrosstheroomexcitedly...



Faith:Isthatmama?

KenliftedFaithandputhisarm

aroundZane,Zanebeguntoworryas

theirfatherquietlysatonthecouch

andputFaithonhislapthenhe

rubbedhisheadandsmiled...Itwas

thesmilehesmiledwheneverhewas

hidingsomethinghurtfulfromthem...

Zane:Whereismama?Didthe

doctorssaveher?

Ken:(softly)Nobuddy,mamais

gone...Itsjustyouandmenow...(to



Faith)Baby...Mamaisgoneandshe

isnotcomingback,sheiswiththe

angelsandshewillbewatchingus

fromthesky

Faith:Okay,willivisither?

Ken:Somedayiguess...

Zane'seyeswelledupandhe

stormedoutthenKenputFaithdown

andchasedafterhimjustashewas

abouttostepoutthedoor.

Hepulledhimbackandhuggedhim

ashecriedhystericallystandingon

thestoop...



Zane:(crying)Shewantedtosleep

withusbutwerefused,isthatwhy

shekilledherself?Shethoughtididn't

loveher....

Ken:(tearsrollingdown)No,no,

you'renotthecauseofthis...Itsnot

yourfault

Zane:Ididn'tsaygoodnightwhenshe

saidgoodnight,IsaidnightandI

wasn'tabeingrespectful...Shedidn't

wanttobealoneandwelefther

there...(satdownscreaming)Mama

comeback!IloveyouandI'msorry!

I'msorry...



Ken'stearscamebackalloveragain

ashesathuggingZanefromthe

backbothofthemkneelingonthe

groundashebrokedowncrying...

Ken:(Lookingup)God!HowdoIdeal

withthis?Didipleasehelpmeout...

Babepleasedon'tbreakuslikethis....

*

*

*

*

*



.
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AtKen'sHouse....

SeveraldayspassedwhileKenand

thekidsstruggledtoacceptthenews,

laterthatmorninghemadebreakfast



forthechildrenandpreparedthema

warmbathbutbeforehecouldwake

themtherewasaknockonthedoor,

herubbedhiswethandsandopened

thedoorthenAriannawalkedin...

Arianna:Goodmorning

Ken:Morning...

Arianna:Mymothersentmeforthe

housekeysandDidi'scarkeys

Ken:Whatdoyoumean?

Arianna:You'renotmarriedtoDidi

isn'tit?

Ken:Youstillhaven'tansweredme



Arianna:Didi'sthingsarecontrolled

byhermotherandthefamilysentme

tocollectthekeystothehouseand

car.

Ken:Thesethingsbelongtoher

children

Arianna:Andthefamilywillkeep

themsafeforthem,it'snotforyouto

decide

Ken:I'mnotgivingyouthekeystoher

house,sorry.

Arianna:I'lltellthefamilywhatyou

saidbutjustknowthatyoudon'thave

therighttoanythingsheowns.

Ken:Getoutofmyhouseanddon't



comebackhereagain,I'mnotgiving

youanything...

Shewalkedbacktothecarwhereshe

talkedtohermotherforafew

minutesthenshesteppedoutofthe

carandroughlyknockedonthedoor.

Kenopenedthedoorandsighed

thinkingitwasAriannabuthisfacial

expressionquicklychangedashe

respectfullyletherin...

Her:CanIpleasehavethekeystomy

daughter'shouse?



Ken:Mychildren'sthingsarestillin

thereandit'stheirhouse.

Her:You'renotDidi'shusbandsoyou

can'tcontrolwhatsheowns,please

handmethekeysbeforeicallthe

police.Don'tworkwithmelikethator

elseyouwon'tevenwhereshewillbe

buried.

Kenwenttothebedroomandcame

backwiththekeyswhichhehanded

her,shedidn'tsayawordandwalked

outinstead.Kenlookedatthemas

theydroveoffthenheclosedthe

doorandsatonthecouch



thoughtfully.

PartofhimblamedBayangforDidi's

deathbutheknewshewascloserto

himatthetimeofherdeathsoshe

dialedhisnumber...

Bayang:Hello?

Ken:It'sKen,canyouassistmewith

something?

Bayang:What?

Ken:DidDiditalkaboutawillor

anythingofthatsort?

Bayang:Idon'tknowanythingabout



that,shewasn'topenabouthow

muchshehadorthingslikethat,i

justknowsheboughttwonice

housesforthechildreninGaborone.I

don'tknowwhereorforhowmuch

butthey'retwoseparatehomesand

therearetenantsineach.

Ken:ShetoldmeaboutthatbutI

wonderifthey'reinhernamesorthe

children'snames.

Bayang:Herfileisinthewardrobe

youcanconfirmthat

Ken:Thanks

HehungupanddialedLolo...



Lolo:Hello?

Ken:Hi,doyouknowaboutthe

housesDidiboughtforthechildren?

Aretheyinhernames?

Lolo:Idoubtshewrotethemwiththe

children'sname,Didiwasn't

consciousaboutthingslikethat.

Ken:CanyougivemeBlessing's

number?

Lolo:Okay

Ken:Thanks..

Hehungupandsighedwaiting...



Atthebank...

LaterthatmorningDidi'smother

walkedoutofthebankputtingmoney

inherhandbagthenshegotinthecar

andAriannadroveoffasherphone

rang...

Her:Hello?

Blessing:Himama,I'llbeinMaun

tonight.Howiseverything?

Her:Everythingisfine,wearegood

Blessing:KantegatweDidionale



ditshaorthey'reinherchildren's

names?

Her:No,they'reinhernames.I'm

thinkingofsellingoneofthemto

renovatethishome..

Arianna:IwantaVitsbatho

Blessing:Mamammekanathose

housesareforthechildren,nnaDidi

mpoleletsemalobagoresheis

boughtthemforherchildren.

Her:Thesechildrenwillshareanother

onebesidestheywillgrowupand

buildthemselveshousessincewhen

dochildrenownhousesatsucha

youngagegaperrabootaabaagela.



Hewillbuildforthem.They'reDaniels,

Didiwasdivorcedsoherthings

cannotbetakenbytheDaniels.

Arianna:JaanongBlessingeneha

ekaremothoarumilwejaana,how

canhousesbeforchildren?Wena

kananeoratagocleimabo

sisterhoodnyana

Blessing:I'mjusttellingyouwhatshe

toldme

Her:Gagonamolatobutthesethings

arenowmineasthemother.Iwas

justalonewhenideliveredDidiso

nobodycansayanything.After

buryingheriwantacarwiththe



moneyshehasinthebank

Blessing:Heemamakantelarengka

banabagaDidi?KanaDidioswa

jaanaatogelabanababannyemme

rrabogaabereke.

Arianna:MamaBlessingtheeneo

ratagonnalearugi,uhmmaorata

attention

Blessing:Heelammagakebuele

wenaselokewenaosaberekeeo

nnetsetandabalayagapapalego

nwelabannadiSavannabodibareng

gotswahoosia

Arianna:(angrily)Kooreokakokoroga

kabonneseoamogelaP2000



Blessing:Kecurrentaffairshelaya

palaoitsegonwabannahelaokioe

wabonakarnneseeamogela2000,

bapalamalwetsekwaotiserego

neelemekento

Arianna:Otaa-

Her:Stoparguingonmyphone,

BlessingI'minthemall.Let'stalk

later...

Shehungupandsighed....

Her:Blessingruri

Arianna:Waphadimoga,nnaombora



labohelo...

AtDidi'smother's....

Laterononeoftheelderswalkedin

thehouseandfoundKedibonye's

mattressempty...

Her:Whereisthedeceased'smother?

Koorejaanonggoribamemaaha

Kedibonyeabonwakodimmoloo

jaan?

Aunt:Keoneareabonaao,shehas

beenshoppingthewholeweek.Its



likeChristmastoher.I'veneverseen

amotherlikethis

Aunt2:Shelongthrewthislittlegirl

awayakeregaasatholeamoikutwa

momadingherdeathislikeadead

dognextdoor.Andthepainfulthing

isthatthey'respendinghermoney

likethatwhensheleavesbehindtwo

youngchildren.

Morapediwalkedpasttothe

bedroom...

Morapedi:Peoplebetterbecareful

whattheysayaboutmywifebeforei



chasethemallaway,ifyou'rehereto

gossipyoumustleave...Weare

mourning...

Therewassilenceashewalkedinthe

bedroomandlockedupthenhis

phonerang...

Him:Hello?

Blessing:Papakanamamais

spendingDidi'smoneyand-

Him:Blessingtalktoyourmother

aboutanythingthatbothersyou,i

can'tdiscussproperties.Idon'tknow

whythesethingsaremakingso



muchnoisewhenDidiisdivorcedand

thosekidshaveafather.Heshould

supportthem.Ihavetogo...Some

peoplearegettingreadytogoand

dressthedeceased..

Blessing:Bye....

AtKen'sHouse....

Laterthatafternoonhesatnextto

Zaneandhandedhimaplateoffood

buthetookafewbitesandputit

downasKen'sphonerang...



Ken:Hello?

Blessing:MothowamodimoDidio

dirileblunder,everythingisinher

nameandidon'twanttobadname

myfamilybutdon'tpinyourhopeson

anythingDidiownedifshedidn't

writeawill.Ihearshehadmoneyin

thebankandthey'realreadyspending

it.I'msorry.Idon'tknowhow

someonecanplantheirsuicideand

skipthemostimportantpartlike

this...

Ken:(sadly)Thankyouforyourhelp

Blessing:I'mreallysorry

Ken:It'sokaymathatatheywon'tlet



megetanythinginthehousebut

everythingthechildrenownisin

there

Blessing:Idon'tknowhowtohelp

youbutassoonasigetthereI'llsteal

thekeysandgiveyouachanceto

takeasmuchasyoucan,keipotsa

gorentuyoneelotellwaengknowing

verywellthatshewasstayingwith

herchildrenandmyfatherhas

temperissuesican'thelpyouwith

anything.Stealingthekeysisthelittle

icando.Onalevan?

Ken:NobutI'llborrowfromsomeone

atchurch



Blessing:Ok,bye

Ken:Bye

Hehungupandsighedthenhedialed

hisformerlawyer...

Him:Hello?

Ken:Hi,caniaskyousomething?

Him:Yes

Ken:Myexwifediedleaving

everythinginhernamebutwehave

childrenandhermotherwon'tletme

takeanything.Isthereanythingican

do?AndDidiwroteabookinher



phone.Itwasn'tawillbutsheclearly

statesshewasdoingeverythingshe

didforthekids.Thisbookiscalled

WickedMe,canithelpmykidsget

what'srightfullytheirs?Kanake

amiwakegoreallthesewasmy

father'sfarmandnowstrangersare

enjoyingmyfather'swealth.Ididn't

haveaproblemgojewakeDidibut

nowthis?Anditslikenobodydied

peoplearejustshoppingand

enjoyingthemoneysomuchthey

can'tfakesadness.

Lawyer:Hasthebookbeenpublished?

Isthereanyproofshewroteit?

Ken:Ipickedherphoneatthehouse



andfoundit,istillhaveit

Lawyer:Theirlawyercansayyou

wrotethatbookbutyoucanstilltry

yourluckincourt.Ifitsnota

publishedbookitwillbedifficultto

proveit'shers

Ken:Butshereferstoherselfasme

andthereisnowayIwouldhave

knownaboutcertainthingsinherlife

Lawyer:Theycanstillsayyouadded

thosepartstoanexistingdraft.The

lawistrickytotabuticantrytofight

foryou.

Ken:Butthenifweloseiwouldn't

knowhowtopayyou,letmethink



aboutitfirst

Lawyer:Ok,bye

Hesighedandrubbedhishead....

AtDidi'smother's....

LaterthateveningBlessingwalkedin

thehouseandgreetedeveryone,she

secretlysearchedforthekeyswhile

hermotherwasoutbathingbutshe

couldn'tfindthem.

Shelatersatbyhermother's



mattressasshewasapplyingbody

lotion...

Blessing:(whispered)Mamarragwe

Zanesaysheneedsthechildren's

clothes,canyouborrowmethekeys?

Her:No,I'llgoandgivehimthe

clothesifhewants

Aunt:(eavesdropping)Youcan'tleave,

everyonehasbeencomplainingthat

you'rewalkinginandoutwaytoo

muchwhenyoushouldbelyingdown

mourning.

Her:Ican'tgiveyouthekeys,if

somethingI'llsendArianna



Blessing:Aomamadon'tyoutrust

me?

Her:I'mnotdiscussingthekeys

anymoreBlessinghaelegoreo

romilweagolatoladikeytseo

Shegotupandwalkedoutside

joiningLoloandafewotherladies

doingthedishes....

SATURDAYMORNING.....

OnthedayoftheburialKenandZane

arrivedaround5inthemorningand



satatthebackasalargecrowdsang

slowly...

Preacher:Wemaygoinforthebody

viewing....Let'smakeitfastsowe

cangotothegraveyardbeforethe

suncomesout...

KenlookedatZanethentheystood

upandjoinedthequeueforthebody

viewingasKenheldhisson'shand...

Zane:I'mscaredtoseeadead

person...



Ken:Youcangowaitovertherefor

me

Zane:No,iwanttoseeherforthe

lasttime...

Theyapproachedthecasketand

stoppedstaringatDidi'sface,you'd

swearshewassleepingthenZane

touchedhercheek.Kenquicklypulled

hishandback...

Zane:Sheiscold

Ken:You'renotsupposedtotouch

her.....



Kenlookedatherforthelasttime

andputhisarmaroundhissonas

theywalkedout,herecognisedafew

membersfromhischurchtogether

withthepastorandstoodbythem....

Lateronthebodywasputinthecar

andpeoplegotindifferentcars,

AriannagotDidi'scaranddroveoff

withherfriendswhileKenandZane

askedforaridefromhischurch

members....

Atthegraveyard....



Ken'stearshaddriedashe

swallowedtearfullywatchingthe

casketmakingit'swayunderground,

Aronapulledthescarfonhisneck

overhisfaceandcriedrubbinghis

eyesasWordsecretlyheldhishand

standingamongstthecrowd.

LololookedatZane'sswollenreddish

eyesashecriedholdinghisfather's

arm...Shecouldn'tunderstandwhy

hewaslikeavisitorathismother's

burial,hewasn'tevensittinginthe

gazebowiththemourningfamily



insteaditwasfullofpeopleshedidn't

knowamongstthemDidi'smother

andArianna.ShelookedatKenashe

quietlywatchedDidigoingdownthe

groundandquicklyputon

sunglassesrubbinghisnose...

AatilepatBayang'sshoulderashe

pinchedthebridgeofnosetearfully

withablockednoseandreddish

eyes...

All:(singingslowly)Boitshwarelojwa

modimo

jonakeabobatla



ake

boutlwemopelong

eebolelelang

Kemo

poifongkemofifing

kemoditlalelong

Morenautlwakwabonnong

jwagagogodimo…..
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AtKen'sHouse...



Laterthatmorningaftertheburial

Kenstoodbythebedroomwindow

watchingasZanesadlyandquietly

madeFaithaplayhousewithbig

boxes,Faithinnocentlyandexcitedly

heldherdolleagerlywaitingforhim

tofinish.Hedidn'tknowifhecould

handlethechildrenonhisownor

wheretostartashesighedand

closedthecurtainsthenhesatonthe

edgeofthebed...

Hecouldn'tcryanymore,hejusthad

anemptyfeelinginsidelikewhen

you'rewaitingforsomethingthough

hedidn'tknowwhatexactly.Hewas



stillindenial,actuallyitwashardto

believehisfather'shardworkwould

beenjoyedbyastranger.Hemoved

thepillowasideandgrabbedaboxof

cigaretteandthelighterthenhe

walkedoutbehindthehouseandsat

onthebricktakingoutacigarette,he

putitbetweenhislipsandstaredat

thelighter.

Athoughtcrossedhismind,hewas

theonlyparentforhischildrenand

couldn'ttakeachanceoflungcancer

orjustanaddiction.Hetookoutthe

cigaretteandsighedwalkingtothe

pitwherehethrewtheminand



walkedaroundthefencethenhis

phonerang...

Ken:Hello?

Rets:Ijustheardwhathappened,

kantewhydidn'tDidiwriteawill?This

womaniswickedWaitsesoshe

wantedherfamilytoenjoyuncle's

wealth?

Ken:Peopledon'tunderstandDidi,

nnakeamothaloganyaandif

anyonecouldtakeaminuteandthink

you'dseethatDidiisnotasbad.Her

motherhasn'tbeeninherlifefor5

yearsandthiswomandoesn'teven



knowFaithbecausesherefusedgo

bayaDidibotsetsi,inthebackof

Didi'sheadsheknewshehadno

familysoofcourseawillwasthelast

thingonhermindbecauseshewas

alone.Didineverhadanyone,

everyonearoundeitherrejectedor

usedher...Anditrulybelieveshe

wouldhavemadeawillhadshe

thoughtaboutit,shedidn'tplantodie

thatday.Itwasa2minutesdecision

thinkingI'dbeangrywithherandthe

shameofthinkingI'dtellpeople.

Littledidsheknowthatidon'tblame

herbecauseiputherinthatsituation,

I'msurealotofwomenwouldtake



thatdecisionaftersufferingforso

long.Myfathertookadvantageofher

andshewasexcitedthinkingmoney

wouldfixherscarstoo.Allthat

drinkingandarrogancewas

depression.Itwasacryforhelpbut

wearetooquicktojudge,ishould

havesatherdownandtoldhershe

wasfine...

Rets:Shewastooangry,shehated

you

Ken:Didilovedme,beingangryat

yourchilddoesn'tmeanyoulove

themanyless.Shewasangrythati

cheatedanddroveherinsanetothe

extentofburningherself.Itwashard



tolivewiththescarsandshehadno

support,herangerwasacryforhelp

andI'msadbecauseiknowalotof

womenaregoingthroughthesame

painandthosemendon'tknowwhat

theycando.Nowiknowbutmygirlis

gone.Youshouldhavereadherbook.

Thewayshetalkedaboutme....

(tearfully)Shecalledmedaddy....

(frownedandrubbedhistears)I

didn'tknowshelovedmethatdeep,

manthewayshetalksaboutoursex...

Iloveher,readingallthatmademe

fallinlovewithheralloveragain....

Rets:Maybeijustdon'tunderstand

howshecanfightsohardonlyto



loseitall

Ken:Shedidn'tknowhermother

wouldbeinterestedinanythingthat

hastodowithher,I'msureitnever

crossedhermindthatthiswould

happenlennaittookmebysurprise

tota.I'mstillshocked

Rets:Sowhat'snext?

Ken:Iwanttoaskthechurchisican

gotoschoolwiththechildrenand

findaparttimejobtheretosupport

thekids.I'mgoingtobegthose

pastorstheywon'tsaynoevenifthey

haveto,ican'tleavemykidsbehind

butthenthiscourseisimportant.It's



theonlyway

Rets:Let'scrossourfingersandhope

theyagree,lewenamonnayouhave

badluck.Thingsnevergowellforyou

Ken:ThistimeGodwilldoitforthe

childrenifnotforme.Ihavethemon

myside,somethinghastohappen.

I'mgoingtoprayuntilsomething

happensorelseIwon'tstopbecause

gakenachoice.

Rets:True

Ken:Letmedothechildren'slaundry..

Rets:Sharp...



Hehungupandwalkedinside....

AtArona'sHouse....

IntheafternoonLefokowalkedinthe

houseandputhiscarkeysonthe

glasstablethenhewalkedtothe

bedroomwhereAronawaslyingon

thebedwipinghistearswithatowel.

Lefoko:Heybabe...(hekeptquiet)

Youweren'tansweringyourphone....

AreyouOK?



Aronacontinuedsniffingandcrying

asLefokosatonthebedandlaidon

topofhimkissinghimthenhe

rubbedhischeekandlookedinhis

eyes...

Lefoko:I'msorry...Iknowshewas

yourbestfriend...

Arona:Theonlypersoniwas

comfortablewithenoughtotellI'm

gay...Anddidyounoticehowthose

peopletreatedherkidsandex

husband?Hadsheknownitwould

turnoutthatwayshewouldn'thave

killedherself.



Lefoko:Shewasselfish,youdon'tkill

yourselfwhenyouhavekids

Arona:Didiwasdepressedand

peopledon'tunderstandthatweall

wanttolivebutDidihasbeenthrough

andsheneverreallyhadanyonelove

her.Ofcourseshelovedherkidsbut

maybeshefeltshewasuselessto

themandtheywerebetteroffwithout

her.Depressedpeoplearenotsane...

Lefoko:Okay...Okay...Iunderstand

thatbut...(leanedoverandkissed

him)Whydon'tifixyouawarm

bubblebathand...(kissedhimagain)

wesoakourselvesforawhile?

(pulledouthisunderwear)hhmmm



whatdoyousay?

Arona:Can'tbelieveyouwanttotake

advantageofmewhenI'mmourning...

Lefoko:(kissedhimrubbinghimself

againsthim)Sexisthebest

medicationformourning...Come

here...

Heturnedoverhisheadandkissed

himthenheflippedhimdownonhis

tummyandlaidonhisbackkissing

hisneckfromthebackaswhipped

hislittlebuttwiththeweapon.....

Lefoko:(whispered)Gaolelako



mabitengkgantelekehantsekeremo

gonegagoseriouskeyagogojako

lepenggaretswaha

Arona:(laughedpullingapillowunder

hischeek)Stop...You'reheartless....

Hekissedhimwhileapplyinglube

andslidinastheybothgrunted...

AtDidi'smother's....

Laterthatafternoontherewasa

familymeetinginwhichseveral

relativesnotedafewthingsthey



weren'thappyaboutthoughMrand

MrsMorapedididn'treceivethem

well....

Uncle:(continued)It'sunheardoff,

thechildrenweren'tevenintroduced

asiftheydon'texist,weallknowthe

deceased'schildrenaresupposedto

beacknowledged,ronalere

thabisitsedithonghapelega

sechababecausepeoplearegoingto

saytheentireMorapedifamilyislike

thiswhenwearenot.

Kedi:Idon'tunderstandhowthatis

ourproblem,theirfatherdidnotbring



them

Blessing:Howwashesupposedto

bringthemwhenhewassidelined?

Thosechildrenwerevisitorsandno

onegavethemattentionyetthey

weremourningandthereisnouse

forustoargueaboutwhatalready

happened.Nowiwantustotalk

aboutDidi'sproperty.Bomalomeke

kopalenthusekgange,bomama

barebarekisaditshatsabana.Didi

toldmesheboughtthoseforher

childrenandsheevenwroteabook

whichmymotherdoesn'tevenwant

toreadyetthereisapartaddressed

toherinit.Didispecificallymentions



thatsheboughtthoseforherchildren

anditwasworthherdeathkoorehela

nkoreerwelehelagaedupelelehad

sheknownhermotherwoulddothis

sjewouldhavedoneawill

Uncle:Canthefatherofthose

childrengethischildren'sshare

please?Andirememberverywell

hearingthatthesewasthelate

Daniel'swealth,haveyounoshame

spendinghismoneywhenhisown

sonisstrugglingwithtwoyoung

children?Whereisourhumanity?

Kedibonye:I'llgivehimhercarthat's

it,therestI'mkeepingthemforthe

children



Blessing:Whatchildren?Ifthey'refor

thechildrenputthemintheirnames

andgiveKennathecertificates

becauseheistheoneleftwiththe

children'scustody.

Kedibonye:I'llkeepthemforthem,

whatifKennagivesthemtoanother

womanagain?No...

Blessing:Sincewhendoyoucare

aboutDidiorherchildren?Youdon't

evenknowherdaughter'snameleha

ngwananyanayoleakatahayou

won'tknowitsherbecauseyounever

cared

Morapedi:Don'ttalktoyourmother



likethat,ifyouthinkyou'reold

enoughtoinsultyourmotheryou

shouldleavemyhouse.Beinganurse

doesn'tmeanyou'reapresident,I'm

stilltheheadofthisfamily

Blessing:Ididn'tknowthisfamilyhas

ahead,itmovesaroundlikea

headlesschicken

Morapedi:(angrily)Areyoutalkingto

me?

Hisfathergrabbedhisknobkerrythen

shequicklyhidbehindherunclewho

stoodupgrabbingtheknobkerry...



Morapedi:I'llbeatyouBlessing,do

youthinkyou'reawoman?

Blessing:Didiisnotevenyour

daughter,bothofyoudidn'traiseher

andnowsuddenlysheisyours?

Uncle:Morapedipleasehaveaseat

nkgonne,iftheseishowyou'redoing

thingsI'mwashingmyhandsoffthis

family.I'mgoinghome

Uncle2:Metoo

Aunt:Metoo

Blessing:Sothewholefamilyisjust

goingtoleaveallthese?

Kedibonye:(gaveherthecarkeys)

Pleasegoandgivethechildrenacar,



I'mkeepingtherestsafeforthem.

Blessing:(gotthekeysandleft)I

can'tbelievethis....I'mgoingtouncle

Bonang'shousetoaskifthisishowit

shouldbe.Didiwasn'tevena

Morapedi,shewasaBonangbefore

shebecameaDaniel.

Shefollowedotherrelatives

outside......

AtLolo'sHouse....

Aatileparkedthecarthenshe



steppedout...

Aatile:(softly)Iknowyou'restill

hurtingaboutDidibutI'dliketogo

seemyparentswithyouthisevening

ifyoudon'tmind

Lolo:(sighedandclosedthedoor)

Yourmotherdoesn'tlikeme,ialready

havestresssaphithoyagaDidiandi

can'tdealwithyourmother'sremarks

aboutme

Aatile:Thewholepointistofinda

solutiontoitallbecausewehave

beenavoidingthisforyears,

sometimestoendaproblemyou



havetofaceit.

Lolo:Okay.....Seeyoulater...

Hedroveoffthenshewalkedinthe

houseandpassedthechildreninthe

livingroomclosedherselfinher

bedroom.Shesatonthebedand

dialedKen'snumber...

Ken:Hello?

Lolo:Hey....Howareyouandthekids?

Ken:(sighed)Wearedoingfine...We

willgetthere

Lolo:Pleasecallmeanytimeyou



needtotalkok?

Ken:Sure

Lolo:Orifyouneedababysitter,you

candropoffthekidshereanytime

Ken:Iknow,thanksalot

Lolo:Iwishiknewhowtohelpyou,is

thereanythingIcando?

Ken:Tellmeitdidn'thappenandI'm

dreaming

Lolo:Iwishicould....

Ken:(shookhishead)Lolowhatami

goingtodowithFaith?Sheisagirl

andiamaman,sheneedsamother

Lolo:(softly)Ken...Youbeendoingit



beforeallthesehappenedremember?

Whyareyougettingscarednow?

Ken:Wehadsex....Thenightbefore....

(sighed)Ididn'tknowitwouldbeour

lastthenwehadabigfight.She

startedsayingallthesehurtfulthings

likeI'mnotarealman....(tearfully

rubbedhisnose)thelasttimewe

talkedwewerefightingandthat'sour

lastmomenttogether....

Lolo:ShewasdrunkKen,youcan't

blameyourself...

Ken:Ijustwishsheknewiama

differentperson,shethoughtI'dbe

angryortellpeoplebutiwasn'tgoing



todothat.Iwasgoingtoapologise

forputtingherinapositionwhere

shehadtoletmyfathertake

advantageofherjustsomykids

couldsurvive.Iwasgoingtogeton

mykneesandaskhertocometo

churchwithmesoshecanforgive

herselfbecausesheblamedherself

formymother'sdeathwhichwasn't

herfault...

Lolo:True,shewasafraidbecause

shedidn'tplanthissuicide.It

happenedsuddenlyandshedidn't

evenhavetimetothinkaboutWills

andstuff

Ken:(sighed)Thepersoniwas



beforeiswhatkilledher

Lolo:Canicomeoverandtalktoyou?

Ken:No,I'mfine.Thanksforchecking

uponme

Lolo:Ok,bye

Lolo:Bye

Shehungupandsighedthinking

abouthimthenMayaknockedand

walkedin...

Maya:Areyouok?

Lolo:Yeah

Maya:HowisuncleKenandthekids?



Lolo:They'recoping...It'ssad,he

doesn'tevenknowwhattodowith

thekids.

Maya:Ithinkhewillmanage...Andhe

isahandsomemansoidoubthewill

needanyonetoconsolehim

Lolo:(frowned)Whywouldyousay

that?

Maya:(smiledandshruggedher

shoulders)Ilikehim,heremindsme

ofmydadyouknow...I'msurealotof

womenlikehimtoo

Lolo:Didhesayanythingtoyou?

Maya:Godno!I'mjustsaying,he

doesn'tevenknowilikehimbecause



henevertalkstomeforlong.

Lolo:Likehimhow?Heis3years

olderthanyourfather

Maya:(laughed)Mamastop

overreacting,isaidilikehimasinlike

like...Heisastrongmantohave

dealtwithauntie'sproblemsforthe

lastfewyearsandthewayheis

cryingforherisjustcute.Inever

seenamancrylikethatexceptmy

fatherandthelasttimeicheckedmy

fatherstilllovesthewomanhewas

cryingforwheniwasalittlegirl.

Whichmeansunclereallylovedher

hejustdidn'tknowhowtohelpher...I

thinkhehasalotoflovetooffer



Lolo:Meaning?

Maya:(sighed)That'sall...Ithinkhe'd

makeagoodhusbandbecausethe

problemshebeenthroughtalkhima

lesson.

Lolo:Husbandtootherolderpeople

right?

Maya:Yesnotnecessarilyme

Lolo:Notnecessarily?

Maya:Notme

Lolo:Mayadon'tseducehimOK?Do

youunderstandme?

Maya:Sheehmama

Lolo:Idon'tlikethesoundofyour



tone,heisoldenoughtobeyour

fatherandiknowyou'reimpulsive

Maya:Thereyougoagain,talking

aboutthemistakeimadewhat6

yearsago?

Lolo:(angrily)Amistakethatalmost

sentyourcousintoprisonMaya!A

mistakethatmadememistreatmy

nephew!

Maya:Don'tweallmakemistakes?

Whyisminestillinyourheart?Mama

youabandonedus...Youcheatedon

dadathousandtimeshedoesn'tsing

iteveryday.Whycan'tyouforgetmy

mistake?Calvinforgavemeandwe



arecloserthanever,whycan'tyou

forgetit?Ormaybeit'snotreally

aboutmeseducingamourningman

it'saboutyouwantingtobetheone

toconsolehim...

Lolo:Don'tevertalktomelikethat,

doyougetme?

Maya:(stoodup)Ididn'tknowfeeling

sorryforhimwouldgetmeintrouble,

iwasjustsharingwithmymother

whoisclearlyoverprotectiveofthis

manandfunnyenoughyou're

protectinghimandnotme,itsdon't

seduceamourningmanthanno

babehemighthurtyouovertimeor

whenherecovershemightleaveyou..



I'mnotsayingI'mgoingtoseduce

himbutiexpectedyoutodiscourage

itfrommyside-thinkingaboutme...

Lolo:Mayaican'tdealwithyour

debatesrightnow,canyoupleaseget

outofmyroomsoicansleep?Thank

you..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenLololaiddown....

AtKen'sHouse....

LateronZanesmiledwatchingFaith



asshecrawledinherplayhousewith

dollsthenDidi'scardrovethrough

thegate,Faithsmiledthroughthe

windowholeandranouttowardsthe

carasZaneranafterher....

Faith:MAMA!MAMA!MAMA!

Zane:Faithstop!Thecarwillhityou

MeanwhileBlessingsteppedonthe

breaksandstoppedaninchfrom

themasZanepushedFaithoutofthe

wayandtrippedfallinginfrontofthe

carblockingthebumperwithhis

wrist...



Blessingjumpedoutshakingand

liftedFaiththenshekneltonthe

groundtouchingZane'sfoot.

Blessing:areyouok?

Zane:Yes

Faith:whereisMama?

Kensteppedoutofthehouseandgot

Faith...

Ken:whathappened?

Blessing:(panicked)sherantowards



thecar....And...

Zane:(stoodup)I'mfine

Ken:Comein...

Theywalkedinthehouseandsaton

thecouchasKenputFaithonhis

lap...

Blessing:Itriedbutthiscarisalli

coulddo...

Ken:Faigoplayoutsidebabyokay?

Faith:Whereismama?

Ken:Rememberisaidshewentto

heavenandshelivesintheskynow,



sheislookingdownatusmissingus

too

Faith:OK

SheranoutsidethenKensighed

leaningforwardrestinghisheadon

hisarmswhichwereonhisknees...

Ken:Therehastobesomethingican

do...

Blessing:Icalledaformerclassmate

whowasdoinglaw,shesaysthis

bookisenoughtogetbackmostif

noteverythingDidiownedespecially

thehousesbecauseitspecifically



mentionsthehousesareforthe

childreninotherwordsit'sawillin

theformofabook.It'sherlast

testamentforherpropertiesandshe

iswillingtodoitforfreebecausei

explainedyourfinancialstatus.

Ken:Really?

Shedialedthelawyerandputheron

loudspeakerthenshehandedhim...

Her:Hello?

Blessing:Hi,I'mwithmysisterex

husband,canyoutellhimwhatyou

toldme?



Her:ok

Ken:Hello?

Her:HiKen,listenthatbookislikea

suicidenoteandifthedeceased

talksaboutanypropertieslikeshe

didwetakeitasawillespecially

whenshedidn'thaveanyother

document.It'sgoodthatshewroteit

onherphoneandthankstothe

technologywecantellwhenthelast

entrywasmadewhichisdefinitely

hoursbeforeshewasfound.Ican

definitelynailthisincourt,ijust

spoketomyhusbandaboutdoingit

forfreejusttoadcreditstothe

company'sreferenceabout



inheritanceandwillsbecausewe

haven'tcoveredthosebeforeandwe

needpeopletoknowwecancover

thosetoo

Ken:Thankyousomuch,Idon'tknow

howtothankyou.Ijustwantthemto

giveeachofmykidstheirhouse.

EvenifIdon'tgetanythingI'mfine.

Her:Wewillgetitforyoubecause

evenifshedidn'tleaveanywriting

thechildrenwouldstillgetsomething

incourt.It'scommonforrelativesto

dothiswiththedeceased'sproperty

becauseBatswananevergotocourt

they'drathergiveupandmoveon.

Wewilldothisforyou,it'snota



difficultcaseledisavingsifthey're

therebadirilediwithdrawalstheywill

returnthembecausechildrenneedto

surviveandpayschoolfees.Infactif

themagistratecanreadDidi'sbook

andknowwhatkindofafamilyshe

camefrommakingjudgementwon't

besodifficult.ThatWickedMebook

isthosechildren'slegacy,it'stheonly

thingthatwillmakethingseasierand

itwasthemostwisestdecisionyour

exwifemade.Shewroteherselfa

biographyandawill.

Ken:(smiled)Thankyou

Her:Bye



Hehungupandhandedherthe

phonethenhecoveredhisfacewith

handsandswallowedtearfully,

Blessingmovedoverandhuggedhim

ashehuggedhertightly...

Ken:Thankyousomuch,Idon'tknow

howtothankyou....

Sheleanedbackandcuppedhisface

lookinginhiseyesthenhekissed

himashereluctantlyturnedhis

head...



Blessing:What?

Ken:Nothing...

ShelockedthedoorasKenlookedat

her,hewasn'treadytotouchanyone

andhestillcouldn'tgetoverwhat

happenedbutthiswasthewoman

willingtohelphischildrenandhe

couldn'taffordalawyeroranything

forthatmatter.Suddenlyhefound

himselfinDidi'sshoes...

HefakedasmileasBlessingsaton

hislapandleanedoverkissinghim

thenheputhishandsaroundher



waistandkissedher,hestoodup

carryingherandwalkedtothe

bedroomwherehetossedheronthe

bedandrippedoffhist-shirt...

Blessing:(lookingathischest)Oh

gad....

Heleanedoverandkissedherthen

he......

AtKedibonye'shouse.......

Apolicecardrovethroughthegate



followedbyafuneralparlourand

anotherprivatecar...

Kedibonyeandafewotherrelatives

frownedasthepoliceandthefuneral

parlourmanagementgotoutofthe

car.Childrenbroughtchairsandthe

officerstookaseatwiththefamily

andexplainedthesituationathand

aseveryonelookedbackatthemin

shock...

Policeofficer:(sighedandconcluded)

That'sthesituation....

Kedibonye:That'simpossible....



Morapedi:Idon'tunderstand...

Kedibonye:Theremustbeamistake...

Arianna:Itwasher,eveniftheysay

peoplechangewhenthey'redead.I

sawherwhenweweredressinghera

nightbeforetheburial.Kennasaw

her,everyonesawherandyoumean

totellmeweallmadeamistake?

Whatmixupisthat?Andwherewas

thatfamilywhenwepickedour

corpse?

Funeralparlourmanagement:We

havebeenonthecasesincemorning

becausetheycametocollectherand

youhadalreadypickedherbutwe



couldn'tfigureoutwhotookher

becausewehadseveralfunerals

today.Thisoneisn'tyoursandher

familywantsherbecausetheonein

themorgueisn'ttheirs...Itmustbe

yours.

Kedibonye:Nonsense!Iknowmy

daughter

Auntie:It'simpossible...(handed

themthefuneralprogramme)Thisis

theladyweburiedthismorningkana,

moswinteaepololwetotantelebue

engbathobasesha...

Twomenandawomanfromthe



privatecarsteppedoutandclosed

thedoorswalkingtowardseveryone,

Kedibonye'sheartskippedwhenshe

lookedattheshortcaramelcoloured

manleadingthemandtheshortman

almosttrippedwhenhelookedat

Kedibonye....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtMorapedi'sHome...

Kedibonyeleanedovertotheother

womanandwhisperedtoherasthe

shortmanandhisfamilyhadaseat.

Theofficerfrownedlookingatboth

funeralprogrammes...



Officer:Bosscanyoulookatthis?

Officer2:(frowned)I'mconfused...

Isn'titthesameperson?

Theofficerpassedthefuneral

programmeastheshortman'sfamily

coveredtheirmouthinshock...

Woman:Howisthispossible?

Kedibonye:(lookingattheir

programme)Mogogiareyougoingto

explaintoyourwifewhywehavetwo

childrenwholookalike?

Woman:UhugatweMogogi?Soshe



knowsyou?

Mogogi:(clearedhisthroatas

everyonecuriouslystaredathim)

We...um...ithinkherdaughtermight

havebeenmine

Woman:ThisDidintlepersonis

youngerthanKesegowith5months,

I'mconfused...Weweremarried

Mogogi:Yes...Um...

Officer:(sighed)Mogologasegore

oegarelekabokhutshwanere

thaloganye?Becauseweareall

confusedhere...iamconfused,have

wefoundthebody,dowehavetwins

andwhoisatthemorgue?Whowas



buried?Youseemtohavemorethan

us...

Mogogi:(heldhiswife'shand)When

youwerepregnantthiswomantold

meshewaspregnant,ididn'tbelieve

itwasminesoItoldhertostop

talkingtome

Her:(pushedhishandsoff)Soyou

hadachildallalong?

Kedibonye:Achildhenever

supported

Her:Itstilldoesn'texcusethefact

thatyousleptwithamarriedman,

whatdidyouexpecthimtodo?

Divorceandmarryyou?



Kedibonye:I'mnotgoingtodiscuss

thingsthathappenedyearsago,are

youpeoplegoingtoprovethatmy

daughterisyoursoryou'lljustwant

toexhumethebodyonlytosayit's

notyours?

Funeralparlourmanager:Wesuggest

thatyougothereandidentifythe

bodywehave,ifit'syoursthen-

Mogogi:Butthenthatladylooks

nothinglikethesegirlsunlessmyold

ageeyesaredeceivingme

Officer:Letthemidentifyher,ifthere

isanothermixupwewillfollowitup

untilwehavesolvedthisissue.



Kedibonye:(sighedandstoodup)Ke

mathatajaanong....

Morapedi:Giveustimetogetready

andgoidentifytheoneatthe

morgue..

TheMorapedifamilygotreadyand

followedtheircars.....

AtKen'sHouse....

Kenputonhisvestandsweatpants

asBlessingdozedoffonthebed

thenhewalkedinthebathroomand



flashedthewrappedcondoms,he

washedhisfacebythesinkand

lookedathimselfonthemirror,for

somereasonhefeltlikehejust

cheatedandtheguiltwasstuckon

histhroatasheswallowedwashing

hisfaceagain..

Hewalkedoutofthehouseand

joinedhiskidsoutsideastheythrew

aballbetweeneachother.

MeanwhileBlessing'sphonevibrated

ontheheadboardthenshereached

foritandsatuppullingthesheets



overherbreasts...

Blessing:Hello?

Mother:Weareonthewaytothe

morgue,thereisafamilyherethat

claimswepickedthewrongcorpse

andthepersonlookslikeDidi,it'sher

sister.

Blessing:Didihasasister?..Imean

besidesus?

Mother:It'salongstory,weare

almostthere.

Blessing:I'llbethereshortly...



Shehungupandputonherclothes

thensheheardFaith'slaugherand

movedthecurtainsaside...Kenwas

ticklinghertryingtogettheballfrom

herastheybothlaughed,Zane

snatcheditfromherandranoff

kickingitasFaithranafterhim....

ShesmiledslowlylookingatKenas

heplayedwiththekidsthenshetook

adeepbreathwithawidesmile.A

manwhocouldmakeawomanreach

orgasmandstillbeagoodfather-

Justwhatshehadbeenlookingfor

throughoutherlife.



Shesatonthebedbitingherlowerlip

thinkingaboutthesexshejusthad

thensheslowlylaidbacksmiling

evenwider,thedominanteyecontact

hegaveherwhenheslidin...Theway

heflippedheraround....Hisflexible

backandthedirectionofhis

strokes....Hiskissesandhowhelaid

onawoman...Hismesmerisingeyes

andhisvoicewhenhewhispered

"don'tpushme"...

Blessing:(smilednaughtily)I'dburn

myselftoo.You'renotcrazyafterall



sis...Ididn'tunderstand...

Sheheardhimdustinghisfeetatthe

doorandquicklygotupfinishingto

dressup...

Ken:Hey...

Blessing:Hey...

Hesatontheedgeofthebedwitha

guiltlookonhisfaceheputhis

handstogetherandlookedatherand

lookeddown.Shecouldn'ttakea

chancebytellinghimaboutwhatshe



heard,raisinghishopesupfor

nothingwouldbeastepback...

Blessing:Ihavetogohome,I'llsee

youlater...Canisleepover?

Ken:Um...Zaneisoldenoughtopick

onthesethingsand....(sighed

pointingattheirbunkbed)Weshare

aroom...Aboveallineedthistobe

private.....Igotochurchandnotonly

thatthey'reconsideringtosendme

overseastostudy.Ifthingsgowell

andthekidsgettheirhousesIwant

theirrentmoneytocovertheir

expensesthere.



Blessing:(disappointedly)Oh...Ican

sendmyCVinallthehospitalsand

clinicsinthesameareaandcome

withyou,myqualificationallowsme

toworkanywhere...Ithinkitwillbe

goodforthechildrentohave

someonetolookafterthem...My

salarywouldhelpustoo.

Ken:(raisedhiseyebrowsandsighed

reluctantly)Wow..Mmm...Blessing

you'relikemylittlesister,Zanewillbe

confused.

Blessing:Thelittlesisteryoujust

pinnedtothewallandscrewed...

Zanewillunderstandthatmommyis

goneandyouhaveneedsthatmust



betakencareof.Iamhisauntand

Faithneedsawomaninherlife

Ken:(lookingather)Canithinkabout

it?Ididn'tconsiderathirdpersonin

thisplan

Blessing:Sure,anything

babe...(touchedhischeeks)takeyour

time...

Sheleanedoverandkissedhimthen

shepickedherphone...

Blessing:Canyoudropmeatthe

mall?



Ken:Sure..

Blessing:Bythewayweshouldgo

collectchildren'sthingsfromDidi's

housetomorrowmorning,isaw

wheremymotheriskeepingthem,I'll

stealthemtonight.

Ken:Ok...

Theygotthekidsinthecaranddrove

off.Blessingglancedathimashe

drove.Clearlyheneededmore

reasonstoletherinthroughhis

walledheartbutwhatexactly?

Ken:(lookingatthemirror)Areyou



guyshungry?

Zane:No,I'mfine

Faith:Iwantchips

Ken:Ihavecoins,wewillbuyatthe

mall.

Thesmileonhisfaceeachtimehe

spoketohischildrenshowedher

whatamistakethatprotectionwas...

AtNewmall....

MeanwhileBabywaitedinWimpy

pressingherphoneandshechecked



thetime,ithadbeenanhouranda

halfsinceshegottherethenshesent

amessage....

Baby:HiAndrea,ibeenwaiting

Hecalled...

Baby:Hello?

Andrea:Hi...Caniaskyousomething?

Baby:Yeah...Whereareyou?Ibeen

waiting,idrunk3milkshakesalready

Andrea:IsittruethatyouhaveHIV?



Baby'sheartskippedandshetooka

deepbreath,shehadbeenhoping

thisonewouldbedifferent...

Baby:Iwasgoingtotellyou,ijust

neverfoundtherighttime

Andrea:(angrily)Ikissedyou,no

wondereveryonestoppedhanging

withmeassoonasistarteddating,

whywouldyoulietomelikethat?

Baby:(tearfully)Ididn'tlie...Andrea

wehavebeendatingforamonthand

throughoutthistimeihavebeen

tryingtotellyouijustneverfoundthe

rightwords.



Andrea:"IamHIVpositive"what's

theretothinkabout?We'reyoutrying

toinfectme?

Baby:(rubbedatearrunningdown

hercheek)Andrea!

Andrea:No,fuckthisMaya!Ikissed

you!Wealmosthadsex

Baby:(crying)That'swhyididn'twant

to,that'swhyirefusedtohavesex

withyouwithoutprotection.

Andrea:Isthatsupposedtomakeme

feelbetter?

Baby:Soyouweregoingtomakeme

sithereforhourswithouttellingme

togohome?



Andrea:Ithoughtyouwereavirgin,

wasthatalietoo?

Baby:(crying)Andrea...Ihavenever

hadsexbefore

Andrea:Solikeyouwerebornwithit?

Baby:Yes

Andrea:Idon'tseehowwecandate

withdifferentstatuses,ican'trisk

gettingHIVwedon'thavethatinmy

family.

Baby:Thanksforlettingmekn-

Hehungupbeforeshecouldfinish

herwordsthenheleanedonthetable



crying...

***

KenpushedthedoorthenFaithran

towardstheballoonstandandpicked

twoballoonsasKenorderedheran

icecream....

Zane:(pointed)Babykeyole...Isshe

crying?

Ken:(turned)Maybesheisjust

restingherheadwaitingforsomeone

Zane:No,sherubbedhereyes...



Babyrubbedhertearyeyesand

walkedtowardsthemputting

headsetsinherearsassheblewher

noseandwalkedpastthemwithout

evenseeingthem...

Ken:(gaveZanethecoins)here....

Hefollowedheroutsidecallingher

butshecouldn'thearhimthroughthe

loudearspiecesthenhegrabbedher

arm,shestoppedandturnedaround

rubbinghertearyeyesandlookedat

him...



Ken:(hetookoffherearpiece)Are

youokay?

Shelookeddownnotsurewhatto

saythenatearrandowndroppingon

thepavement,sheswallowedquickly

rubbingitthenKenpulledherchinup

lookinginhereyes...

Ken:What'sgoingon?

Baby:Nothing...

Ken:Peopledon'tjustcryonthe

middleofthemallfornothing...



Baby:IamHIVpositive

Ken:Iknowthat,so?

Baby:Peopledon'twantme...

(tearfully)It'shardtomakefriends.I

knowmamaandeveryoneinmy

familythinksIdon'tlikehaving

friendsbutthat'sjustsomethingitell

people,thetruthisnoonewantsto

bemyfriendandthelittlethat

interactwithmemakemefeelweird.

Theycandrinkfromeachothers

bottlesbutifidrinkfromsomeone's

bottletheywouldsecretlythrowit

away.Thenextdaytheycomewitha

newbottle.



ZaneandFaithwalkedoutofWimpy

withice-cream...

Ken:Let'sgetinthecar,I'lldropyou

home

Baby:Thankyou...

BabysmiledasFaithputherarm

aroundherwaistlookingupather...

Faith:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Baby:Iwasjustpassing...(gasped)

OhmyGod!Iforgottopayforthe



milkshakes

Zane:(laughed)Iwouldn'tremember

topayifIwascryingtoo

Baby:(laughedandhithimonthe

headwithaballoon)Sayitagain...

Ken:(laughed)Goandpaybefore

peoplethinkwearethethief'sfamily

Baby:(laughed)Faithcanwego

together?

Faith:Yes..

ThegirlsranbackinsideastheKen

andZanegotinthecar.Theywaited

forawhilethentheywalkedoutwith



atrayofmilkshakesandatakeaway...

Ken:Isthiswhywehadtowaitforso

long?

Baby:(laughed)Sorry...Zanegoto

thefrontseat,I'llsitwithFaith...

Zane:Ok..

Hemovedandthegirlsclosedthe

doors,KenwatchedBabyhanding

Faiththemilkshakeandfixingher

hairthensheleanedbackand

handedthem..



Baby:Weboughtbananaflavourfor

youbecausewefiguredguyscan't

likechocolate

Ken:Goodchoice

Zane:Thanks...

Faith:Mmh....Ilovemine...Cani

tasteyours?

Faithtriedtodrinkfromherstrawbut

shequicklyremoveditandsmiled...

Baby:Useyourownstraw

Faith:OK...



Shesippedandleanedbackthen

Babycontinueddrinkingwithhers...

Zane:Daddidyouswitchoffthe

stove?

Ken:Whatstove?

Zane:IboiledtheNoodles

Ken:Zane!Youdidn'ttellme

Heaccelerated...

Baby:(strappedFaith)Faithgo

MichaelSchumacher-nyana

mmanyanaareipaakanye



Ken:(laughed)Warumolanaakere?

Baby:(laughed)Ketaareng...

MinuteslaterKenrushedoutofthe

car,unlockedthedoorandwalkedin

astheywaitedinthecar.

Baby:Hehasn'tstormedoutsoit's

safe

Zane:(steppedout)Probably..

ShepickedFaithandwalkedingoing

tothekitchenwherehewasopening

thewindows,BabyandFaithfrowned



fanningthesmokeoffasZanelaid

onthecouchplayingaTVgame...

Baby:Isitbad?

Ken:NobutIdoubtthepotwill

recover...

Faithsliddownandjoinedherbrother

asBabyopenedtheotherwindows,

Kenleanedagainstthekitchenunit

foldinghisarmslookingather...

Ken:Youweretellingmesomething

beforewegotinterruptedbythekids



Sheturnedaroundandfoldedher

armsstandingbythesink...

Baby:Uhforgetit,I'mfinenow

Ken:Areyousure?

Baby:Yeah,I'mgood.I'musedto

gettingdisappointed.

Ken:Iunderstandifyou'renotfreeto

talktomebecauseyoudon'tknow

methatmuchandyou'reclosetothe

kidsthroughDidibutyouhaveto

knowthatsometimesGodworksin

mysteriousways.Ifpeoplewalkout

ofyourlifeletthemgobecause



maybeforcingthemwillhurtmore.I

wouldn'tlikehavingafriendwho

constantlythinksofmeasa

dangerousdisease..Imeantheleast

agoodfriendcandoisresearchand

knowmore,Everyoneknowsabout

HIVnowandit'sjuststupidfor

peopletowalkaroundwithsuch

ignorancemakingotherpeople'slives

sodifficult.

Baby:Andpeopleassumeigotit

fromhavingsex,doyouknowhowi

gotit?

Ken:Yeah,iheard...Youdon'thaveto

befriendswithpeoplewhomakeyou

feelbadaboutyourself.Doyougoto



church?

Baby:Notreally,idon'tthinkthereis

God...IfthereisGodI'mangrywith

himbecauseheneverlovedme.

Ken:That'snottrue,Godlovesyou

becausedespitewhatyouwent

throughyou'restillbeautiful,fitand

haveasenseofhumour...(they

laughedlookingatoneanother)I

don'tknowaboutyoubutthelastfew

minuteshavebeenfunandjokesyet

wearenotreallyclose,ican't

imaginehowmuchyourclosestenjoy

yourcompany

Baby:(laughed)Thankyou



Ken:(stoppedsmilinglookingather)

I'mseriousandGodlovesyou,you

justcan'tseeityet...youshouldcome

tochurch

Baby:(smiled)I'llthinkaboutit...

Ken:Letmetakeyouhomebefore

yourparentsgetworried...

Baby:Okay...

Theyallleft.....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronBabyandFaithranintothe



houseasKenandZanewalked

towardsthecarwhereAatileand

Juniorwerecleaningthecar,Zane

andJuniorchattedandAatiledusted

hishandandshookhandswithKen...

Ken:cleaningup?

Aatile:Yeahman...Howareyou

holdingup?

Ken:I'llgetthere

Aatile:Definitely..

Ken:Howisyourfriend?

Aatile:HeischeckinginkoSbranaon

Tuesday,depressionyatengenna



seriousanong

Ken:Yeah...(sighed)AnywayI

broughtyourdaughterhome,wemet

heratWimpy...

Aatile:Thanks...

Ken:sure,HeyZane?Callyoursister

retsamae..

TheboysrantothehouseandAatile

walkedhimtothecar...

Ken:(stoppedandlookedathim)

Thanksfor...Thatday

Aatile:Don'tmentionit...



Ken:Wehaveabadhistorysoforyou

tobethatcivilmakesitvery-

Aatile:(laughed)Youhaveabad

historynotme

Ken:(laughed)Youknowyou

provokedme

Aatile:Iintimidatedyou

Ken:(laughed)you'refullofyourself

Aatile:Bulliesarelikethat

Ken:(laughed)Okaymaybejusta

littlebit

Aatile:(laughed)Iknewit...

ThekidsgotinthecarthenKenand



Aatileshookhandsandpartedashe

droveoff.

MeanwhileinthehouseMayaquickly

changedherskirtandsteppedout

fixinghertopalmostbumpinginto

Lolowalkingoutofthebedroom...

Lolo:KeutulegotweFaithgoloha?

Baby:(walkinginherroom)Yesthey

left

Maya:(followedher)Withwho?

Baby:Theirdad,hedroppedmeoff



Mayaclosedthebedroomdooras

Babychangedherclothes....

Maya:Ithoughtyouwereoutwith

Andrea

Baby:Itdidn'tworkout...Mystatus

turnedhimoff

Maya:Whyaren'tyoucrying?

Baby:Ican'tforcepeopletobeinmy

lifemaybeGodknowstheywould

stressmemoreifheallowedthemto

beinmylife.

Maya:Powerful,sowheredoesuncle

Kengetin?



Baby:Pickedmeonthesideofthe

roadanddroppedmehere

Maya:Oh,OK...

Shewalkedouthummingandgotin

hermother'sbedroomthenshethrew

herselfonthebedtappinginher

mother'spasswordandsaved

somethinginherphonethenshe

quicklyputitbackasLolowalkedin...

Lolo:(pickedit)Whatareyoudoing

onmyphone?

Baby:Mamabatho!Iwassettingmy

phone,Iwasjustcheckingthetime...



Idon'tevenknowyourpassword

Lolo:Youlikestealingmyairtime

that'swhyIchangedit.Cleanmy

roomkawaeratajaanacleanit

Baby:(laughed)Mamamma

Lolo:(walkingout)Cleana...

Babyshookherheadandcleaned

typingonherphone.....

Atthemorgue......

AnhourpassedwhiletheMorapedi's

andMogogi'sfamilywaitedinthe



receptionthenthefuneralparlour

managerwalkedbackwiththetheir

registrar...

Kedibonye:Sowhat'snextnow?I

don'tunderstandhowcorpsesget

mixedup

Manager:Iftagsfalloffacorpsewe

tendtohaveaproblem,weapologise

forthismixupwereallydo

Blessingwalkedinandjoinedthe

family,herauntexplainedwhat

happenedasshecomparedthe

funeralprogrammes...



Blessing:Didihasscarsonherthighs,

whowasdressingher?

Auntie:Whereareherscars?

Arianna:Ithoughttheyhealed,ionce

metherinthemallandshelooked

fine

Blessing:Thefacewasfinebutshe

hadscarsonherarmsandthighs,

bodyleyoneithadscars....Rakgadi

mothoyokanaoneasheleyou

wouldn'tmissthosescars.Thefaces

aresimilareethoughnnaicantell

they'renotexactlythesamejustthat

weneverlookatadeadpersonfor



longsoicanunderstandthemistake

butthebodycan'tbemistaken

Auntie:I'moneofthepeoplewho

dressedherandidon'tremember

anythingawkwardaboutherbodyor

maybeit'sbecauseweweren't

lookingforanythingoutofthe

ordinary

Mogogi'swife:Kesegodoesn'thave

scars,didyouordidn'tyouseethe

scars?(sighedangrily)Kanathat's

whythebodymustmeexhumed

beforeitstartsrotting.Youjustwant

tomakethingsdifficultbymakingus

gothroughthecourttogetorders,

mxm!



Blessing:(lookedathermotherand

pointedwithherthumb)SoDidiis

inside?

Kedibonye:Idon'tthinkit'sDidi,we

justsawthewomaninside....ke

mosadioselehelayoole,itsbeen

yearssinceihaveseenDidibutthat

isn'ther.Amothercanneverforget

herchild

Blessing:Yoursituationisalittlebit

different

Kedibonye:Whatisthatsupposedto

mean?

Manager:Theproblemnowisthatall

ofyouhaven'tseenthisDidintle



personinyearsandyouare

mentioningshehaddonesurgery.

Doesanyonereallyknowher?

Blessing:(stoodup)I'llidentifyher,i

havebeenincontactwithher

throughouttheyears.Lehagotweng

bathoDidididn'tchangemuch,she

wasfixingafewthingshereand

therebutthebasicsarethesame..

Shefollowedthemanagerinsideas

theirfootstepsechoedacrossthe

morgue,theassistantpulledthetray

outasBlessinglookedatthedead

bodywithatagontheforehead...



Manager:Isither?

Blessinglookedatheragainand

lookedatthemanager...

Blessing:(sadly)Um..........

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atthemorgue....



Blessing:(sadly)It'sher....Canyou

pullthetrayalltheway?

Theassistantpulledthewholebody

outasBlessinglookedatitthenshe

sighedandshookherhead...

Blessing:It'sdefinitelyher

Manager:Thankyou,theirtagsmight

havebeenaccidentallyswitched.

Blessing:Iunderstand...

Shewalkedoutandjoinedthefamily

inthereception...



Blessing:Itsher,shehasscarsonher

body

Kedibonye:Gasegorekannakene

ketholakemmonaaitshasitsedi

lipstick

Blessing:Ithinksotoobecausehale

oplainhela,shedoesn'thave

makeup

Themanagerwalkedbackinas

everyonecontinuedtalking...

Arianna:Ijoithoughtit'snother,go



rayagoregakeitsegolebabaswile

bonehowdotheymakemistakeslike

this?Ekarebothodiheladilotsa

bone

Manager:Gonetotaithappens,

sometimesbodiesareswitchedat

themorguewhenatagfallsoffand

isputonadifferentbodybecausethe

personputtingthemdoesn'tknow

whoiswho.

Mogogi:Thankyouforsolvingthis

Arianna:Whydon'ttheyjustburry

thatonekayoleleeneoepetswe

Mogogi'swife:Iwanttoburymy

daughterelegorehaketsayasetopo



seselegaketsenakomabitengke

lelakerekelelelamang?

Arianna:Auakeregotshwanahela,o

taalelaoitsegoreyoleoepetswe

kwa,retaakgonagoepereepolola?

Morapedi:Canwejustfinishthisoff?

What'snext?

Allthepartiesreachedadetailed

arrangementandsighedthepapers,

minuteslatertheMorapedifamily

walkedout....

Kedibonye:(sighedinrelief)Iwas

panickingthinkingsheisalive,where



wouldigetthemoneytopayher?

Arianna:(laughed)Andiwasthinking

aboutherhousekerekanaiwas

planningtomovein,ifsheisaliveI'd

losemyhouse

Blessing:(annoyed)Mxmtotalebua

jang,ifthisishowyouaregoingto

actwhenI'mdeadiwanttobuild

myselfanewfamilyandstayasfar

awayfromyouaspossible,howcan

youlaughaboutsomethinglikethis?

Youshouldbeashamed

Morapedi:Blessingthengwanaka

youhavealwaysbeenamoodychild...

Blessing:(annoyed)Wewere



identifyingabody,can'tweatleast

pretendtobesadifnoneofusissad?

Ididn'tgrowupwithDidibutthe

womanlefttwolittlechildrenwitha

manwhoispanickingbecausehe

doesn'tknowwhat'snext,can'twebe

sincere?Whyshouldwebethis

heartless?...(turnedtohermother

andsister)AndKenhiredareputable

lawyerwhowantseverythingbackfor

thechildren.IfIwasyouI'dstop

spendingthemoneyuntilihearfrom

thecourt.Ifthejudgeordersyouto

returnthemoneyandyoudon'tyou'll

besummonsedandyourhomewill

soldtorefundallthesavingsyou



took,don'tsayididn'twarnyou.

Therewassilenceastheygotinthe

cars....

AtKen'sHouse....

LaterthateveningKengrabbedthe

children'suniformandputitonthe

ironingboardthenhereceiveda

messagefromanunknownnumber...

Number:Thanksforthemotivation

earlier,istoleyournumberfrommy



mom'sphone.Ihopeyoudon'tget

offended.Ijustcan'tstopthinking

aboutwhatyousaid,itgavemea

differentperspectiveaboutpeople

whoareignorantaboutHIV.

Ken'sfacelitupashereadthe

messageslowlysmilingand

switchedoffthepoweroftheiron

thenhedialedthenumberand

walkedout....

Baby:Hello?

Ken:Hey...

Baby:Hi



Ken:Don'tletanyonepullyoudown

becausetheycan'texpandtheirlittle

knowledge.

Baby:(laidonthebedandputher

legsonuponthewall)Yeah

Ken:(leanedagainstthewalland

tookadeepbreath)Sowhatareyou

doing?

Baby:I'mgettingreadyforschool,

you?

Ken:Gettingthekidsreadyfor

school...Ironingthenhomework

Baby:Canicomehelpyou?

Ken:(frownedandsmiled)Atthis

time?Nah...You'llgetintrouble...



Maybetomorrow,whattimedoyou

getoffatschool?

Baby:At3:45butthelessonsend

beforelunch,afterlunchkeindividual

studyingandwearegettingreadyfor

thetestssoteachersaremostlyat

thestuffroompreparingthetest

papers.Andireadatnightsoican

passbyatlunch

Ken:Sweet,can'twaittoseeyou

Baby:Metoo(laughedsilly)Imeani

can'twaittoseeyoutoo

Ken:(laughed)Goread

Baby:Bye

Ken:Baby?



Baby:Rra?

Ken:You'reaverybeautifullittlelady

andnooneshouldmakeyoudoubt

yourself,you'rebeautiful,you'rea

forcetobereckonedwith...Youhave

beenthroughhellandyetyoustill

havelotsoflovetooffer.Ifind

strengthinyousomehow,ibeen

thinkingaboutearlier...Allalongi

beenhopelessbuttheni

rememberedyoursituationand

realisedI'mbeingselfishforfeeling

sorryformyself.Ishouldbestrong

andkeepsmilingbecausethereare

peoplelikeyouwhostillmanageto

smileevenwithsomuchheartache



andrejection.

Baby:(smiledandhuggedherpillow

puttingherlegaroundittoo)Thank

you,ididn'tknowI'mthatstrong,i

thoughtI'mwhining...

Ken:You'renot..(sighedandsmiled

shrinkinghiseyessexily)Bytheway

youhavebeautifuleyesandilove

yourhair,ipreferlonghair

Baby:(laughed)forwhat?

Ken:(laughedbitinghislips)Baby

agobalaautwa?

Baby:(laughed)Ok,goodnight

Ken:Goodnight...



Hehungupandexhaledwithalittle

smileofhopethenhethoughtabout

itforasecandlosthissmileasa

littlecloudofguiltcameoverhim.

Blessingcalledashewalkedinbut

heputthephonedownandcontinued

ironingforthekidsastheytooka

bath.Helaterfedthemanddidhome

workbeforegoingtobedthenhe

switchedoffthelightsandlaid

down...

Hetossedandturnedthinkingabout

heruntilhegrabbedthephoneand



checkedherlastseen,shejust

uploadedastatusofthePhysics

formulas...

Ken:(texted)Gotosleep

Baby:LOLyesuncle

Ken:Uncleisveryangryatyou

Baby:Shouldibringastick?

Ken:No,justlayonmylapandI'll

spankyourlittlebutt.

Baby:Ok...Herewego.…shouldi

takeoffmypantiesorjustlaydown

withthem

Ken:Keepthemonfornow...Mmh



suchsmalllittlebutts...Areyou

ready?...you'rea bad bad

girl....Gotobed!

Baby:Rubsmybutt...Sorryuncle.

Ken:Wanttokissunclegoodnight?

Baby:

Ken:

Heputthephonedownsmilingthen

herememberedandcalledher...

Baby:(softly)Hello?

Ken:(lowdeepvoice)Clearthat

convo,doesyourphonehavea



password?

Baby:No

Ken:Deleteourconversationandput

apasswordthatnoonecanguess

Baby:Ok

Ken:Goodnight

Baby:Goodnight...

Meanwhileshehungupandblushed

readingtheirconversationonceagain,

sheloveditandshewantedtoreadit

againthenextdaysosheleftiton

andputapasswordinstead.



Atthegraveyard...

Thenextmorningaround11both

familiesgatheredattheburialsiteas

theothercoffinwasexhumedand

takenawaybythefuneralparlourcar,

anothercarparkedandtheclose

familymemberscarriedthecoffinto

thegraveaathesmallgroupofclose

familyandfriendssangslowly.

Blessingsteppedoutofthecrowd

dialingKen...

Ken:Hello?

Blessing:Whyhaven'tyoubeen



answeringmycalls?

Ken:I'msorry,ibeenalittlelow

lately...Kemodumowaengoo

yaanong?

Blessing:Apparentlyweburiedthe

wrongperson,itwasDidi'ssister.I

justfoundoutallthese,ididn'teven

knowDidi'shalfsisterlookssomuch

likeher.Wedifferentiatedherfrom

thesisterwithherscarssonow

they'reswappingthecoffins.

Ken:Whydidn'tyoutellmethis?

Blessing:Youdidn'tanswerthe

phonelastnight

Ken:(sighed)I'llbethereinaminute...



Blessing:Bye

Shehungupandjoinedeveryone...

AtKen'sHouse...

Kentookaquickshowerand

changedhisclothesthenhehopped

inthecardialingBabyashedrove

out...

Baby:(whispered)Hello?

Ken:Sorry,areyouinclass?

Baby:Yeahbuttheteachergaata



lessoneng

Ken:Ok,listeni....Idon'tthinkI'llbe

homeduringlunch.Somethingcame

upapparentlyweburiedDidi'ssister

sothey'recorrectingthemixup.

Baby:OhmyGod,that'salittlecreepy.

Dothingslikethathappen?

Ken:Yeahbutit'snotcommon

Baby:WhattimedoesFaithknockoff?

Ken:At1

Baby:I'llgowaitwithFaithifthat's

OK.

Ken:It'sfinebutididn'tcook-

Baby:(laughed)I'mnotababy,I'll



cooklunchforthekids.Justgosort

yourselfoutyou'llfindushome

waiting.

Ken:(smiledproudly)Thanks.Ihope

thephonedoesn'tdistractyouin

class

Baby:Notreally.Icarryitincase

thereisanemergencyorsomething.

Ennamogovibration.

Ken:Okay,later

Hehungandleft...

Atthegraveyard....



Minuteslaterheapproachedthe

crowdandjoinedthemasthey

prayed,thecasketwasalreadyinthe

graveandafewmenbegunfillingin

thegraveasheleanedoverand

whisperedtoBlessing..

Ken:Whycouldn'tyouatleasttext

me?

Blessing:Ifiguredifyoucouldn't

answeryouwouldn'tseemy

messagesbecauseiknewyou

weren'tintentionallyignoringme.



Helookedatheronceandsighedas

thefamilyputthelasttopflowers...

Uncle:Morutiretaabusetsatiroya

ronakogowenagape...

Pastor:Let'sbowourheadsandpray..

Theybowedtheirheadsandprayed

thenthefamilyelderdismissedthem,

Kenwalkedtowardsthecaras

Blessingfollowedhim.…

Blessing:Areyouangrywithme?

Ken:Ican'ttalktoyourightnow



Blessing:Sowhoiswrong?Theone

whodidn'tanswerhisphoneorthe

onewhodidn'tsendamessageafter

tryingtocallandgettingignored.

Ken:(turnedangrily)Blessingyou

weresupposedtotellkeaboutthis

theminuteyouheardaboutit!You

werereadytosleepoverbutyou

couldn'tfindtheurgencyinthis?

Hegotinthecarthenshegotinand

closedthedoor...

Ken:Anotherthing...Idon'tknowif

you'retryingtousemeoryoujust



wanttobepaidwithsexforhelping

yoursister's.Whateveritisitends

todaynow...Ifyouwanttohelpyour

nieceandnephewdosowithout

expectinganythinginreturn.

Blessing:Whereisallthesecoming

from?Iwastryingtohelpyoucope

withadifficultsituation

Ken:Idon'tneedsextodealwithmy

grief,ineedgenuinesupport.

Blessing:I'msorry,ididn'tknowyou

feltused.I'mverysorry

Ken:(tookadeepbreath)It'sfine

maybeI'moverreactingbutyou

shouldhavemadeanefforttoletme



knowaboutthis.

Blessing:You'recorrect,ididn'tmake

aneffort.Forgiveme...I'msosorry

Ken:It'sokay...(checkedthetime)I

havetogo...

Blessing:Cani-

Ken:Ihaveseveralthingstodo..

Blessing:Isee...

Shedisappointedlysteppedoutthen

Kendroveoff....

AtKen'sHouse....



LateronBabyfinishedfeedingFaith

anddidthedishesthenshetookher

tothebathroomwhereshe

shampoodherhairandsatonthe

carpetwithherplatingherhairuntil

shefellasleep....

Zaneopenedthedoorandwalkedin

asBabysatonthecarpetdoing

Faith'shair....

Zane:Hi

Baby:Heyyou,yourfoodisinthe

kitchen

Zane:(smiled)Really?Didyoucook?



Baby:Yeah

Zane:Dudeyoushouldvisitusevery

day!

Baby:(laughed)Noteveryday

Hegrabbedtheplateandstarted

eatingwhilestanding...

Zane:SoareyoulikeDad'sfriendor

myfriendorFaith'sfriend?

Baby:(laughed)I'mFaith'sfriend

Zane:(chewing)Ohyeah,makes

sense....

Baby:Yeah...(laughedandwhispered)



andyou'remakingnoise,sheis

sleepingandIwanttofinishher

beforeshegetsup

Zane:AlrightI'mgoingtochangeand

playgames

Hewalkedtothebedroomandshe

continuedfixingherhairuntilshe

wasdonethenshecarriedhertothe

bedandwalkedbacktocleanup.

***

LateronKenopenedthedoorandset



eyesonBabywalkingaroundinher

whiteschoolsockscleaningup,her

uniformwasstillonandshehadher

tieonwithherhairinaponytail.

Heswallowedandslowlyclosedthe

door,shepausedpickingtoysand

shylylookeddown.Therewasan

awkwardvibeasKenputthekeys

downandfacedher...Suddenlythe

confidencetosaywhateverthrougha

phonedisappeared,noneofthem

knewwhattosay...

Ken:Hey..



Baby:Hey..

Ken:Arethekidshome?

Baby:Yeah,theydozedoff.Ithink

theyareexhausted..

Ken:Yeah...

Helookedatherschoolsocksgoing

uphersmartuniformandstoppedat

herlipsasshelookeddown.

Ken:(lickedhislipandswallowed)

Thanksforcleaningup..

Baby:Yeah...



Shegatheredallherconfidenceand

lookedupathimashewalkedover,

okaysoclearlyhewasverylargebut

shefeltsafethere,almostassafeas

shefeltsafeinherfatherbutthis

wasadifferent,hewouldoffermore

thanjustfatherlylove..

Hesoftlycaressedherarmand

touchedhercheekthenhetiltedhis

headleaningoverandkissedherlittle

lipssoftlyassheclosedhereyes

standingstill.Hemadeitsweetand

briefthenhesealeditwithasoftkiss

ontheforeheadassheswallowed

hugginghimputtinghercheekbellow



hisbreastastheystoodonthe

middleoftheroomhuggedup.

Baby:Haveasit,icooked

something...

Ken:Can'twaittoseethis..

Hetookaseatthenshetookoffher

tieandshirtbeforeheadingtothe

kitchenandbentovergivinghima

trayoffood...

Ken:(smiled)Wow,thisisexcellent...

Baby:Thanks...



AcarparkedoutsidethenBaby

movedthecurtains...

Baby:(gasped)bomama!

Ken:(putthetraydown)What?

Shepickedherschoolbagandranto

thebedroomandtherewasaknock

onthedoorbutthenhesawher

phoneonthetable.Heswitcheditoff

andhurriedtothebedroomwherehe

threwitoverandclosedthedoor.



Hetookadeepbreathandopened

thedoorasLoloandAatilewalked

in...

Lolo:Hey

Aatile:(shookhands)Hello

Ken:Hi...(flatvoice)Whatareyou

doinghere?

Lolo:Weheardwhathappenedabout

thebodymixupanywaythat'snot

whywearehere.Wespoketoa

lawyeraboutyoursituation,ithinkI

oweittoDidi..Sheandiwere

childhoodfriendssoican'tjust

watchherfamilytakeadvantageof



youlikethat...

Kenclosedthedoorlookingatthem

astheysatdownandhisheart

skippedashelaideyesonBaby's

shirtandtieontheothersofarightin

frontofthemthenherTougheesby

thecarpetandhernotebookonthe

table..............

I'mhavingthebusiestweek,bare

withmeaboutthetimechanges.

AlwaysremembertoLikeandthanks

foryourpatience

*



*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtKen'sHouse...

Kenclosedthedoorlookingatthem



astheysatdownandhisheart

skippedashelaideyesonBaby's

shirtandtieontheothersofarightin

frontofthemthenherTougheesby

thecarpetandhernotebookonthe

table.

Ken:(clearedhisthroat)That'svery

thoughtfulofyou...

Hetookadeepbreathandsat

leaningbackonBaby'sshirtandtie

hidingthemwithhisback...

Aatile:Wespoketoalawyerwhois



willingtohelpyouforamuchlower

feeanditwillbeonus.

Lolo:IknowDidiwouldnotthink

twiceabouthelpingmychildren.

Ken:(heartpoundingashestaredat

Baby'snotebook)Isee...

Aatiletookoutashiswalletand

removedthebusinesscardasKen

calmlymovedthetrayontopofthe

notebookandinnocentlypickedthe

drinkastheyturnedtheirheads

handinghimthecard.

Hegotthecardanddrunkhalfofthe



juicetocalmhimselfdown.Hisheart

wasstillpoundingandhiswhole

bodywashavinganentirebody

breakdownthoughheappeared

calm...

HeverywellknewhowstrictLolo

wasaboutBabyandAatilewould

definitelyshowhimafather'swreath.

WithBaby'shistoryheknewthere

wouldbenoquestionsandthat

wouldbemorethanjustdefilement

buttheviolationofhisparole

conditions.Hewassecondsaway

fromleavinghischildrenvulnerable

andparentlessasLologlancedatthe



schoolshoesandleanedback...

Aatile:Thismanisquiteefficientand

heisgoodincasessimilartothis...

Ken:(clearedhisthroat)Welli

alreadyfoundalawyerbutthankyou

somuch,itreallymeansalot...I'll

keephiscontactdetailsjustincasei

needsecondopinionabout

something...Idon'tknowhowto

thankyou...Youbeennothingbut

supportivethroughoutallthese...

Aatile:Howarethefeesofthisother

lawyerthough?

Ken:(hisvoicetrailedoff)Sheis



doingitforfree...

Aatile:(smilednaughtily)Already

gettingfreebieshuh

Ken:(laughed)It'sprofessionalbut

whoknowsmaybeoneday...

Lolo:Howarethechildren?

Ken:They'redoinggood.

Lolo:Ifyouneedhelpbabysitting

especiallykaFaithletusknow,Baby

andAgathaarereallygoodwithkids...

Babykemotholegotholaakukile

banaobonegorelastbornekae

mmesantseabajesamotogoithela

ekaremosadimogolo.

Ken:I'llletyouknowbutsofarso



good,myneighbourskidsalsohelp

me,theyplaywiththekids....

Lolo:Gaorialobecauseiwas

wonderingwhoseshoesthoseare...

Ken:(lookingatBaby'sshoes)Yeah,

it'smyneighbour'sdaughtershe

lovesFaith...theytookheranhour

agoandoneofthemforgottheir

shoeshere.

Lolo:Atleastshehasgirlssheplays

withlonaborreyoumight

understandherfully

Ken:Exactly....

Theychattedforafewminutesand



ranoutofthingstotalkaboutthen

theystoodup...

Lolo:(sighed)Mmereboemothowa

modimo,wejustwantedtoletyou

knowaboutouroffer

Theyturnedfacingthedoorandhe

quicklypushedBaby'sshirtandtie

overthecouchashestoodup

followingthemoutside...

Ken:Thankyousomuch,idon'tknow

howtothankyou



Aatile:Sure,don'tmentionit...areyou

asoccerfan?

Ken:Yeahanditshouldbeillegalnot

tosupportACMilan,wearesoon

tonight

Aatile:(laughed)2-0willdoforme....

Ken:Remmogo

Hewalkedthemoutandputhis

handsinthepocketsastheyclosed

thedoorsandrolleddownthe

windows...

Aatile:Shap



Ken:Sure...

Lolo:Bye

Ken:Bye...

Heheavedahugesighastheydrove

offthenhewalkedinleavinghis

shoesbythestooptakingoffhist-

shirt,Babywalkedinwithanaughty

smilecoveringhermouththenhe

laughedandshookhisheadin

disbelief...

Baby:(giggled)Thatwasclose.....

Haveaseatandeat



Ken:(sighedandrubbedhisface

pacingaround)Myheartisstill

pounding...

Shesatonthecouchandsmiled

watchinghimashepacedaround

tryingtocalmdownthenhewalked

overandpulledherponytaildown

makingherfaceupwardsashe

plantedakissonherlipsandsatnext

toherleaningback.Heputheronhis

lapasshefacedhimputtingher

handsonhischestsittingonhis

bonerwhichwasslowlyexpanding

betweenherlittlebutt....



Ken:(softly)Angelthereissomething

wehavetotalkabout..

Baby:What?

Ken:Youknowwhatwearedoingis

totallywrongineverylevelright?

Baby:Iknow...

Ken:Angelyoucan'ttellanyone

aboutthis...

Baby:Idon'thavefriendsnoteven

one...

Ken:Yeahbutyouhavesisters...

(caressingherthighs)Iwantyouto

understandthemagnitudeofthis...



Wecan'triskitgettingoutthere

becauseifitdoesI'mgoingtojailand

theywon'tgoeasyonmebecause

I'mnotafirsttimeoffender.You

knowisolddrugs,hadillegal

firearmsandallkindsofbad...

Baby:IheardmymomandauntDidi

talkingaboutit

Ken:YeahsoIfimakeonemistake

everyoneisgoingtoturnagainstme

anditwillbetheendofmeandthe

kids.Thefutureislookinggoodso

farandIreallywishicouldresistyou

soIwouldn'ttakethishugeriskbutI

don'tknowwhat'shappeningtome

becauseijustwanttobewithyou



knowingexactlywhat'satstake.

Baby:Iwon'ttellanyone,ialsodon't

wanttoloseyoubecauseyou

understandmeandiloveyourkids...

(smiled)IloveFaith

Ken:(smiledandtouchedherbreasts)

You'retoomatureforyourage,ilove

thataboutyou.

Baby:(shyly)Iloveyourlipsandthe

wayyoulookatme...

Ken:(smiledfrowning)Howdoilook

atyou?

Baby:(laughedandleanedover

hidingherfaceonhisneck)Likeyou

wanttoeatme...Youlookatmelike



I'msomekindoffood

Ken:(laughedandrubbedherbackas

shelaidonhim)Bonebosteakjaana

botbone...(theybothlaughedashe

playedwithherhair)Tswelela...

Baby:(leanedbackandlookedathim

blushingbitingherlip)Whenyoukiss

meigetwet...Ithasneverhappened

tomebefore...

Heliftedherskirtandsmiledlooking

atherpantiesthenhetoucheda

smallwetstainbytheclits.She

laughedpushingherskirtdownand

slappedhishandsoff...



Baby:(giggled)Stop!

Ken:Comehere...Takwano...

Hisbrownlipspartedasheclosed

hiseyeskissinghersoftlythenhe

liftedherwhitePepstorevestand

cuppedbothhertinybreastashis

bonerexpanded...

Baby:(smiled)Mygoodness...I'm

sittingonsomethingandit'slifting

meup...Itslyingbetweenmybutt

cheeks



Ken:(smiled)Youcantouchit....

Baby:(shyly)No...

Hemovedhertohisbellybuttonthen

hetookitoutbehindherandwhipped

herbuttwithitthenshestopped

smilingandswallowedlookinginhis

eyeswithalittlepanicandturnedher

headbuthepulledherfaceoverto

hisandkissedherbeforeshecould

seeit.Shekissedbackreluctantly

andhepausedlookinginhereyes

fearfully...

Ken:Areyouokay?



Baby:(heartpounding)Yes..

Ken:(heputhishandonherchest

andfeltthethrobbingofherheart)

Angelotshogile..why?

Baby:Nothing...

Ken:Otshabagompolella?(she

lookeddownandhepulledherchin

outlookinginhereyes)Talktome...

Hefixedhisbonerandpackeditthen

movedbackuponthecouchstill

holdingheronhislap...

Ken:(tookadeepbreath)Letmetell



yousomething...Iwatchedyougrow

beforemeandthereisnothingIdon't

knowaboutyou...Nothing...(kissed

herlookinginhereyes)soyouhave

tobelievemewhenIsayiloveyou

thewayyouareandifwehavesome

kindoftraumatodealwithI'mgoing

tomakesureithappenssoyoucan

enjoyeverypartofthisrelationship

includingthesexbutforthatto

happenyouhavetotrustmewith

everything...

Baby:Okay...(sighed)I'mscaredof

sex....Ihaveneverhadsexifyou

knowwhatImean

Ken:Iknow



Baby:Ialwayspreferredfacelove

thingbecauseI'mafraidtoevenlook

ata...Youknow

Ken:Itmakessenseandiunderstand.

Wedon'thavetodoanythingyou're

notcomfortablewith,I'mgoingto

takethingsveryslowly.I'llgowith

yourpacefornowuntilyou'vegotten

usedtoitthenmaybeweunleashthe

beastsandseeiftheourlittlebeauty

canhandlethat..Right?(shenodded

blushing)and...(touchedherchin

lookinginhereyeswithasexysmile)

Canimakeyouapromise?

Baby:Yes



Ken:You'regoingtoenjoyyourfirst

sexualexperience,it'sapromise...I

won'thurtyouandyou'regoingtoask

menottostop

Baby:(blushedandlaughed)Really?

Ken:(laughed)Really...

Faithsneezedwalkinginandthey

jumped,Babygrabbedthingsfrom

thefloorasKensatupthenhissmile

widenedashelookedatFaith'snew

hairstyle...

Ken:Wow.....Comehere!



Faithrubbedhereyesandjumpedon

Kenashekissedherandtouchedher

hair....

Ken:Youlookbeautiful...(smiledat

Baby)Didyoudothis?

Baby:(smiled)Yeah....

Ken:Isthereanythingyoudon'tknow?

Thisisbeautiful...

ShewalkedbackinholdingFaith's

foodandfedherasZanewalkedin

rubbinghiseyes.



Baby:Youdidn'teat..

Ken:Ohyeah....

Hegrabbedhisplateandatewith

Zaneastheywatchedthegame...

Ken:Youshouldhaveclotheshere

goreoskatholakauniform

Baby:I'llgetafewtomorrow...

Kenfinishedeatingandwenttothe

bedroomwherehetookoffhis

clothesandlaiddowninhisshorts.



MinuteslaterBabywalkedinandsat

nexttohimashepressedhisphone...

Ken:Iwanttosellthiscarsothekids

cangetoverthiswholethinggapeit's

expensive,Iwanttobuyacheaper

carkeipotsakadibusinessideas

gorewhatcanIstartwithsucha

smallamount...

Baby:Howaboutacashloan?Ilove

ideayacashloanithelaerekedira

commerceabokeakantseyone...

Ken:Itsoundslikeagoodideaandit

makesquickmoney...



Hegrabbedhisbusinessbookand

laidonhisbackputtingtwopillows

behindhisneckthenBabysatonhis

tummyandgrabbedthebookfrom

himholdingthepen...

Baby:Brainstormingbusiness

names...

Ken:(laughedplayingwithher

breasts)Baby'stinytitsorBabyismy

girl

Baby:(laughedandsmackedhim)I'm

seriousgoloha...HowaboutBlended

CashLoan



Ken:Why"Blended"?

Baby:(smiled)That'sforyoutofind

out

Ken:Bythewayhowisyourhealth?

Baby:I'mgood,ithasbeen

undetectablefor6monthsnow

Ken:Whichmeansyou'retakingyour

medsproperly

Baby:leabstinencetoavoid

reinfection.Don'tmessupmyhealth

kebatacondomalltheway.Iwon't

fallforthatnonsenseyagore0

transmissiongorekeneelwediSTD

tsedingwe,poisonyameentekane

Ken:(smiled)Waboorengyaanong?



Baby:AndI'mnotnegotiating

Ken:(laughed)Iunderstand,it'sokay

Baby:Wehavetowritedownthree

possiblebusinessnameskana,bua

thesecondname

Ken:(holdingherwaistandtouching

hertits)Haotswahamabeleago

golaesengkeatshwerejaana,very

soontabeoaparabra

Baby:(laughed)Kenstop,let'sget

serious...

Ken:(laughedandsighed)

Okay.....Blendedsoundsperfect,it

willbeoption1,2willbeFreshcash

loan...BabeIsuckwhenitcomesto



businessnaming,let'sleaveittoyou

nnakedireotherthings

Baby:Okay...Gonehowmucharewe

lookingat?

Ken:Ithink40Kbecausethecaris

with70K...Itsbrandnew,shebought

itmonthsbeforethewholedramaso

Idon'twanttolowerthepricestoo

low,fromthereI'llbuyasmallcar

worth30KorlessjusttogetbysoI

canmultiplytheotherchunk.

Baby:40Kismorethanenough,don't

youhaveotherbusinessideas?

Ken:Ido,infacttheotherjustneeds

10Kmphefileele...



Shestoodupandbroughtthefile

thentheywentthroughhisbusiness

documentsplaningandsettinggoals

underdates....

AtMorapedi'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBlessinggotinbed

dialingKen'snumberbutitwasbusy

thenshelaiddownforafewminutes

andtriedagain,itwasstillbusythen

hecalledanhourlater...



Blessing:Hello?

Ken:Hi,sorry...Sawyourmissed

calls

Blessing:Whyareyougivingmea

coldshouldernerra?

Ken:I'mnot,whatdoyoumean?

Blessing:Can'twebefriendsatleast?

Ken:You'remychildren'sauntand

you'llalwaysbethereforthem

obviously,idon'tunderstand...I

thoughtweclearedthisearlier.Ican't

beinarelationshipwithyou

Blessing...You'rerelatedtoDidiandi

don'twanttoconfusethekids.

Whateverhappenedwasamistake



andididitbecauseifeltobligedto

butnowijustthinkI'mreadyfor

anything.Ifyourhelpwasconditional

thenIcanexploreotheroptions

Blessing:Itwasn't,iwasdoingitfor

Didi.

Ken:Thanks,goodnight

Blessing:(tearfully)Kantegoneo

ganelaengforustogiveitatry?

Don'tyoubelieveiloveyou?

Ken:It'snotthat,let'sjustsaynot

everdiscussit

Blessing:Butnowifellinlovewith

you

Ken:andifwekeepadistanceand



talklessitwillwearoff.Youdon't

evenknowmeBlessing.I'mnotwho

youthinkIam,you'llfindagoodguy

justnotme.Goodnight

Blessing:Goodnight...

Shehungandrubbedoffhertears....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronMayatiptoedtoBaby'sdoor

asshewasgigglingtalkingtothe

phonethensheopenedthedoorand

walkedin,Babypausedtalkingand



pulledthesheetsoffherfacelooking

ather....

Baby:Yes?

Mayagotinbedandpulledthe

sheetsover...

Maya:I'mboredinthere....Semester

breaksesemboragore.

Baby:(softlytothephone)Um...My

sisterishere,goodnight

Mayasnatchedthephoneandputit



onherear...

Maya:Hello?

Thecallerhungup...

Maya:(readingtheID)WhoisBear?

Baby:(triedtogetthephonebackbut

shemovedherhandback)Justsome

guyfromschool

Maya:Youhaven'tevengottenover

AndreaibileojolaleBear?

(suspiciously)WareBearkemang?



Shetriedtoreadhermessagesbut

herscreenhadapasswordprotector

andshesighedgivingitback...

Maya:Bearkemang?

Baby:Shehoserioushelaoepa

dikgang?Heisoneofmyclassmates

Maya:Youcamehomelateandyou

smelledlikeaman'sshowergel.I

don'tthinkthereisanyclassmate

whohasahouse,wheredidyougo?

Baby:(annoyed)Uhmmatswamogo

nna...Whyareyouforcingmetotalk

kesabate?

Maya:Babydoyouknowthatgrown



menhavebigdicksandyouwere

stitched?whatdoyouthinkisgoing

tohappenifyouhavesexwithan

olderman?Doyouthinka16yearold

boy'sdickcanequalsay...Um...A40

yearoldman'sdick?

Baby:(swallowed)I'mnotsleeping

withmen

Maya:ThemmaI'vebeenateenager

before,istartedthesethingskele

youngerthanyou,ididn'tsleepwith

grownmenyesbutidatedandyou're

datingagrownman...Thequestionis

who?Andareyousureyouwantto

godownthatroadinyourcondition?

Otsayagoregatshamikiwahagotwe



bannabakgonagocrackermosadi

nemma?Obatagogolahalaakere?

Whoishe?

Baby:Iwanttosleep,goodnight..

Sheturnedaroundandfacedthewall

asMayalaidbehindherputtingher

handoverher....

Maya:Iwasjustadvisingyouasyour

sister,ifyoudon'tlistenotaabaka

becauseifthismancracksyouyou

won'tevenbeabletosharelemama.

Sexisnotassweetasthemovies

andpornmakeit,menareactually



roughinrealityandtheyenjoytoput

itallintheremmewenawaitseona

lebogole.Whatifthosestitches

madeyousmallerthannormalkana

youneverknowwiththesethings.I

wasjustsayinglegaletswelelaojole

mmehelabannababatonabarata

sexgapeelesexeseriousesengbo

sukurusukurubabadirwangkedi

classmatetsalona...Goodnight....

Babyswallowedstaringinthedark

andkeptquiet......

AtDidi'sHouse...



Laterthatnightafterpackingher

belongingsandtakingalongwarm

bathAriannasteppeddownthestairs

inDidi'spinksilkgownholdinga

glassofjuicewalkingtowardsthe

maindoorandlockedthenshe

switchedoffthelightsandwalked

upstairscallingherfriend...

Friend:Hello?

Arianna:Heyboolaa...Howisit

goingwithmybirthdaybash?

Friend:It'sgoinggood,keemeka

venue.



Arianna:That'swhatIwantedtotalk

about...Ihavemyownhouseandthe

backyardistopnotch...Thegrass

needswateringhelathenweareon..

Sheheardsomethingfalldownstairs

thenshepausedstandingonthe

staircaseandlookeddown,therewas

silencethenshesighedandwalked

uptoherbedroom...

Arianna:Mmm...Onchekekamoso

loveoteoebone.

Friend:Alrightbye



Shehungupandswitchedoffthe

lightsthensheslidinthecomfybed

andswitchedtheheadlampoff

puttingherphoneontheheadboard...

Sheclosedhereyesandsighed

relaxingonthewhitepillowthenshe

heardaknockonthebedroomdoor,

shefrownedandlistenedproperly...

Itdidn'tmakesenseforanyoneto

knockonthebedroomdoorifshe

lockedthemaindoors.Therewasa

secondknockandherheartpounded

assheswitchedtheheadlampon



andopenedthedoorbuttherewas

noone...

Sheswallowedwettingherdrythroat

andwalkedtothestairsthenshesaw

ashadowdashpastthepassage...

Arianna:(shakyvoice)Hello?O

motho?

Therewasnoanswerthenshe

switchedallthelightsonandgotin

bed.



Shetookadeepbreathandlaidher

headdownthenthewholehousegot

dark.Herheartpoundedasshe

tappedthewholeheadboardlooking

forherphoneanditwasnowhereto

befound.

Shejumpedtotheswitchesand

flickedthemseveraltimesbutthere

wasnopowersupply...

Arianna:Hello?

Shelockedthebedroomdoorand

jumpedinbedtryingtogetsome



sleepinthedark,acoldchillran

downherspineasacatmeowedin

thewardrobe.Themeowgotcloser

nowsoundinglikeitwastwocatsas

theotherngaodwithadeepertone…

Herheartpoundedassheslowly

snuckherhandoutthesheetsquietly

tryingtosearchforherphoneagain

ontheheadboardthensomething

lickedherhandwithacoldslimy

tongue.Shescreamedandjumped

offthebedshakingasshesatonthe

cornerholdingherbreathaspee

rolledonthefloorwhileshesatinthe

dark.....



*

*

*

*
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AtDidi'sHouse...

Thenextmorningaround6am

Ariannaslowlypulledthesheetoff

herfaceasshesatonthecorner,it

wasslightlydarkbutshecouldsee

hersurroundingsasshetiptoedto

thebedandmovedthesheets

lookingforherphone.Itwasno

wheretobefound.

Herheartpoundedassheslowly

openedthedoorandquietlywalked

downthestairs,sheheardabowl



breakinthekitchenandpaused

standingonthemiddleofthe

staircase...

Ariana:(shakyvoice)Omang?

Shetookadeepbreathstaringatthe

maindoorandcontinuedher

tiptoeingwithherhandsspread

balancingherself.Aphonesmashed

onthedoorrightinfrontofherand

sheflinchedlookingback,therewas

ahumanfigureexceptitwascovered

withawhitesheetthatdraggedon

thefloorasthefigureslowlywalked



over...

Ariana:(shakyvoice)Fire!Holyghost

fire!InJesusname...

Herkneesgotweakerasshetripped

fallingbythedoorandreachedfor

thelocksupportingherself,

Ariana:(screaming)Bathonthusaaaa!

Shecrawledandfinallymanagedto

getupbythestoodthensheheldthe

nightgownuptoherwaistrunning



towardsthegate..

Ariana:Bathonthusaaaaa!

Shereachedtheslidinggateand

realisedshedidn'tpressthebutton

nordidshehavetheremotethenshe

bangedonthegatescreaming.The

gateslowlyslidasshecriedlooking

backatthehouse.

Shesqueezedherselfoutasmall

spaceasthehousedoorslammed

thensheranacrosstheroadwaving

atthepassingcarsstandingonthe



middleoftheroad.....

AtLolo'sHouse......

OnthesamemorningBabygotup

andgrabbedhertowelsgogetready

forschoolwhileMayapretendedto

beasleep...Herphonevibratedthen

shesatonthebedandanswered...

Baby:Hello?

Bear:GoodmorningAngel

Baby:(blushing)Goodmorning...

Bear:Ijustwantedtowakeyouupso



youcangotoschool,ourkidsneeda

smartmotherandiwantasmartwife.

Baby:(laughed)You'renegativeand

I'mpositive,wecan'thavekids

Bear:(laughed)Uhifinallyfound

somethingyoudon'tknow,wecan

stillhavehealthybabiesandwe

goingtohavetwomore.Iwantfour

childrenintotal...

Baby:(laughed)2more?That'stoo

much

Bear:Andit'sonly2becauseIdon't

trustmyfinancialstatusifIsucceed

withthesebusinessideaohwell....

Baby:(laughed)You'rescaringme



Bear:(laughed)Fornowgotoschool

ey

Baby:(blushing)Aet

Bear:Iloveyou

Baby:Ilovetoo

Shesighedwithabigsmileasshe

hungupandwalkedouthumming.As

soonasthedoorclosedMaya

reachedforherphoneandremoved

thesimcard,sheinserteditonher

phoneandrefreshedherphone...

Maya:(whispering)Okay....Bear



whereareyou?

ShecopiedBear'snumberandsaved

itonherphonethensheputbackthe

simcardandplacedthephoneback

whereitwas.Herjawsdroppedwhen

shewenttoWhatsAppandviewed

Bear'sDP...

Maya:(whispered)Bitch!

MinuteslaterLolowalkedoutofthe

bedroomfixingherclothesand

peakedoutsideasthechildrenhad

theirbreakfastonthelargedinner



table...

Lolo:HeebathongCarlisstillnot

home?

Setsana:(eating)Nope,itoldyounot

toborrowhimyourcar

Lolo:Ompoleletsengwanakaabo

keregaoitsesepe

Kato:HeleftwithTina

Junior:(naughtilykissedhispeach)

Andhewaskissingherlikethis...

Aatilewalkedinthelivingroomfixing

histie...



Aatile:That'showhekissesher?I

shouldteachhimhowtokissagirl

Lolo:Don'tencouragethem

Kato:Canyouteachmehowtokissa

girl

Aatile:(highfived)Wheniknockoff

tonightI'mteachingyouandJunior

Lolo:That'snotfunny

Aatile:They'reboyscomeon!

Lolo:Whosedaughteraretheygoing

tokiss?(shewalkedout)WaitseCarl

omperekilegompienomosimaneyoo

thogoelekomitiyo



Setso:Iwanttoknowhowtokissa

boy

Aatile:Don'teversaythat!Girlsdon't

kiss,ifanyonekissesyou're

supposedtotellme

Setsana:(mumbledwalkingtothe

kitchen)Thewitchcraftofthisfamily

Aatile:What'sthattoothless?

Setsana:(whining)I'mnottoothlessi

haveatoothgapandpeoplethinkit's

cute

Aatile:Babythey'relyingtoyou,I'm

yourfathericanneverlietoyou...

Youshouldputagumthereeach

timeyousmile...



Sheshrunkhereyeslookingathim

aseveryonelaughedather...

Aatile:Didisaythatoutloud...

Lolo:(walkedbackintheroomwith

herhandbag)Yourgapisbeautiful

Agatha,don'tlistentoyourfather.He

isjustjealousbecauseaboytoldyou

yourgapisbeautiful

Aatile:Andhewassayingthattoget

closetoher,(pointedatSetsana)I

whipwithabelt....Justremember

thateachtimeyouwanttosmileata

boy...AskbothMaya'sthey'lltellyou...



Setsana:Ishouldn'thavetoldanyone

aboutwhatmyclassmatesaidabout

mygaptooth...

Aatile:(pointedfromhiseyestohers)

I'mwatchingyou..

Shesighedandputtheplateinthe

sinkasthehousehelpercleanedthe

counterthenshepickedherbag...

Lolo:Honeywillyoudropmeoffat

work?Carloilegokokorogakakoloi

yamekomakgarebeng

Aatile:(laughed)Kanaoboratagore

bokwete,ithelaaleletsakogodimoa



ntshitsesejabana..

Lolo:Heplaysloudmusicinmycar?

Aatile:(oops)No,ofcoursenot....I'm

justassuming...

Lolo:SincehearrivedinMauniask

forrideskooreoitirilegorekeene

mongaakoloi

Baby:(walkedinlaughingfixingher

tie)Oberekelamotengjaakapilisi

Setsana:(laughedandclappedwith

Baby)Tsenaha

Lolo:(annoyed)That'snotfunny,

Maabanekekopileliftlegompieno

Baby:(laughed)Heemama?Tinaene



obeilemaotoayellowboneonthe

dashboardbajanicebaethabaka

forokowenaokopaliftmogopapa

Aatile:(laughed)Andiwaswondering

whyshewassonicetome

Lolo:PeoplemakingfunofmeCarl

gaanabatho

Theylaughedatherasshewalked

outthenAatiledidhighfiveswiththe

littlekidsandsteppedoutlookingat

thegatewheretheschoolbuswas

packing...

Aatile:(stuckhisheadin)Timetogo,



grabyourbags...

Theyallgrabbedtheirthingsandran

outasBabyandSetswanafollowed

themchattingandeatingfruits...

AtTina'sHouse.....

MeanwhileTina'sparentsparkedin

frontofthehousenexttoLolo'scar

andsteppedout.Theenginewas

runningandthedriver'sdoorwas

open...



Father:Whosecaristhisnow?

Mother:Maybeitbelongstoone'sof

Calvinparents....Tinasaidhewould

becoming

Father:Ohokay...

Tina'sfatherpushedthedooropen

andwalkedinwithhiswifeasCarl

hammeredTinawithherlegsoneach

ofhisshouldersonthecouchwith

theloudmusicon...

Tina'smothercoveredhermouthand

herfatherflickedthelights,Carl

turnedandpulledout...



Carl:Shit!

Tina:Oh

Shequicklypickedherclothesand

rantoherroombuttnakedthenCarl

shamefullyputonhisboxerbriefsas

herpassedtotheirbedroom...

Tina'smother:Goodmorning...

Carl:(lookingdown)Morning...

Tina'sfatherandCarlexchanged

fiercelooksasCarlpickedhist-shirt



andshamefullywalkedinTina'sroom.

Meanwhiletheoldmanclosedtheir

bedroomdoorandshookhishead...

Him:Whywouldhesleepwithmy

daughterlikethat?Treatingherlikea

hooker?

Her:Youmakeitsoundlikeitwould

havebeenlessdisgustinghadthey

beendoingsomethingelse,GodI

wishineverseenhimnaked...I'mthe

motherI'mnotsupposedtosee

certainthings

Him:Andheisso...(closedhiseyes



andsighedtryingtoforgetit)Ican't

believethis...…Didyounoticehe

wasn'twearingacondom?

Her:RragweTinaplease...I'mtrying

toforgetwhatIsaw...Please

Him:Heissofullofhimself,how

doeshecometomyhouseandhave

sexwithmydaughteronmycouchin

thatkindofpositionandnoteven

wearacondom,howdisrespectful

canonebe?Uh...

Heheardthemaindoorclosingand

steppedoutputtinghiscarkeysin

thepocket.Carlclosedthedoorand



rolleddownthewindowsastheold

manwalkedover...

Carl:(whispered)Shit...

Heleanedbythedoorandfoldedhis

armsthenCarlswitchedoffthe

ignitionandleanedoverputtinghis

armaroundthesteeringwheeland

layinghisheadonit...

RragweTina:Iseeyoumadeyourself

athome...

Carl:(clearedhisthroat



speechlessly)....

RragweTina:Nowthatwebothknow

you'rehavingunprotectedsexwith

mydaughterwhenshouldiexpect

yourparentsoverwithmagadi?

Carl:(lookingdown)I'mstillin

school...

RragweTina:Itdoesn'tstopyoufrom

havingsexwithmydaughterinmy

houseonmycouchtreatingherlike

sheishooker.(Carlstillwasn'tsure

howtorespond)areyougoingto

marryher?

Carl:Yes,iloveher

RragweTina:Iwantmydaughterto



finishschooldoyouunderstandme

boy?

Carl:Eerra

RragweTina:You'retrainingtobea

doctorandihopeinthebackofyour

headyourememberthatshehas

schooltoo.Shewon'tbehome

breastfeedingwhileyou'reschooling

overseasdatingwhitegirls

Carl:Sheisoncontraceptives

RragweTina:Ihopeforyoursakeshe

finishesschoolbecauseifshefalls

pregnantIknowwheretofindyou,i

knowwherebothofyourparents

work.Doyouhearme?



Carl:Eerra...

RragweTina:Getthatcouchandgo

washit,nkasekotamecoucheleswe

Carl:I'llhavetogogetavan

RragweTina:Eeithaganele...

Carl:Eerra

HewalkedbackinsidethenCarl

rolledthewindowsdrivingout.....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LaterthatmorningCarlwavedathis

fatherthroughtheglassdoor,Aatile



removedhisfacemaskandwalked

towardsthedoortakingoffhis

glovesandsteppingout...

Aatile:Morning

Carl:Morning...Canwetalk?

Aatile:sure,let'sgothisside...

TheywalkedoutsideasCarlputhis

handsinthepocketstryingtofindthe

rightwords...

Carl:Ineedavan...Tina'sfather

askedmetocleanthecouchsoI'll



needP300soicandropitatthecar

wash

Aatile:Whyishemakingyouwash

thecouch?(Carllookedaway)

Ohhhhh....Shit.....Didhesee

everything?

Carl:Prettymuch,themusicwasa

littleloudandweweren'texpecting

thembackforatleastaweek.

Aatile:(laughed)Wow...Howdidhe

react?

Carl:(laughed)Hefreakedoutbutnot

thatbad,I'dprobablyfreakoutifi

caughtaboyhavingsexwithmy

sisterso...



Aatile:Kearenghela?

Carl:(laughed)Ekareoamilweke

positionthata...(laughedevenmore)

GatweI'mtreatingTinalikeahooker

andblablahewassayingalotof

thingsandididn'thearmostbecause

iwasalsofreakingout.Theywalked

infromthebacksotheyprobably

sawmegoinginthere.Idon'tthinkI'll

everlookthemintheeyesagain

especiallyhermothereish...

Aatile:(laughed)Lelonalekadiramo

sittingroom...(handedhimtheATM

card)You'llwithdrawthemoney,Van

I'llhavetoborrowfromTshepo.I'll

callyouandgiveyouhisresponse



becauseit'sabusinesscargaa

theogelekayone.Ifnotyou'llhaveto

explainallthattoyourauntsoshe

canborrowfromanyonesheknows

Carl:Okay...Ihopeifinditfrom

Tshepokeutsulekoloiandidon't

wanttomeetauntieshewillgetit.

Aatile:(laughed)Mmekanawaebata,

youcan'tavoidherforever

Carl:(laughed)ImaginaTinaawalker

no,letauntiewalkgapeotamopega.

Aatile:(laughed)Sheisgoingtogetit

otaabaka

Carl:Shewon't...Shewillfeelsorry

forme...I'manorphanremember?



Aatile:(laughedwalkingback)Stop

usingmywife...

TheylaughedpartingwaysasCarl

randownthehospitalstairs.....

AtMorapedi'sHome....

Ariannawalkedinthehouse

breathingheavilyandsatonthe

couchaseveryonelookedather

havingbreakfast...

Arianna:ThereisaghostinDidi's



house,catsweregrowlingand

somethinglickedmyhand...

Somethingwascoveredbyasheet

anditbrokemyphone...Itwas

chasingme!

Kedibonye:What?

Morapedi:Ghostsdon'texist,I'msure

it'sallinyourhead...Bighouses

seemscarywhenyoreusedtoliving

inasmallhousethenyoumoveintoa

doublestoreyhouse

Blessing:It'snotpossible...

Arianna:(angrily)AreyousayingI'm

lying?Soibrokemyownphoneand

mademyselfsitallnightinthecold?



Herdeadspiritstaysinthere...Ican't

gobackthere!

Blessing:It'simpossible,you'rejust

imaginingthings.Ifyouthinkabout

somethinglongenoughitcomesto

life

Kedibonye:(stoodup)Canweallgo

andseewhat'sgoingon?Maybe

thosecatsjuststartedsleepingthere

afternoticingthatnoonewasstay

thereforawhile.

Blessing:Obviously..

Arianna:Kareisawaperson....Onea

ikhurumeditsekasheetbutisawhim

orherwalkingslowlytowardsme...



Morapedi:Let'sgoseethebroken

phoneandthecats...

TheyallwalkedoutasArianna

followedthem....

Arianna:Nnakagosalamokoloing...

AtKen'sHouse....

Laterthatmorningkenbrushedhis

hairandfixedhisbushyeyebrows

thenhesprayedhimselfwitha

perfumeandwalkedout....



Helockedthedoorandturned

aroundasMayawalkedinthrough

thegate,hetookadeepbreathand

putthekeysinhispocketashe

walkedtowardsthecarand

unlocked....

Maya:Goodmorning...

Ken:Goodmorning,howareyou?

Maya:I'mfinebear

Ken:What?

Maya:Isn'tthatwhatBabycallsyou?

Mmh....(pokinguphischest)I-know-



everything....youshouldbeashamed

ofyourself.Amanofyourage

sleepingwitha16yearold

Ken:Sheis17

Maya:Shehasn'tturned17sosheis

16andevenifshewas17you're

olderthanourfather.Youshouldn't

beattractedtoher

Ken:Totellyouthetruthiloveyour

sisterandiunderstandyourconcern,

youhavegoodreasonstoworryand

I'dbeworriedtoobutiloveherandi

knowwearegoingsomewhere.We

can'tstayawayfromeachother,the

onlythingwecandoistolaylowuntil



atleastshefinishesformfive.

Maya:Justlikethat?

Ken:(sighed)Okaysowhatdoyou

want?

Maya:Iwantyoutoleavemysister

aloneorI'mtellingourparentsand

trustmeonthismymotherwillnot

thinktwiceaboutreportingyou.

Ken:Maya...Iknowyoudon'tbelieve

mebutilovethatlittlegirlwithallmy

heartandweunderstandeachother.

Iloveher....

Maya:CallherandendthisorI'm

tellingourparentsandyoubetter

believethatI'llknowifyoucontact



heragainandiwon'tresisttellingmy

fatherwhatkindofamanyou're.

Kentookouthisphoneanddialed

Baby....

Baby:(noisybackground)Hello?

Ken:Heybabe,omobreaking?

Baby:yeah,havingbreakfast...

(smiledblushing)Imissyou....

Ken:(lookingatMayawhowas

waitingholdingherwaist)Um

Angel.....



Heranoutofwordsandshepicked

onthattone,shewasverymuch

familiarwithitashersmile

disappearedthensheclosedher

snackboxandstoppedchewing...

Baby:Hello?

Ken:Babeican'tdothis....Ithought

aboutitand....Itwon'tworkout

Baby:(tearfully)Wha-whatareyou

saying?

Ken:Wehavetostopthis,you'retoo

youngforme.I'msureyou'llfind....

(heclosedhiseyesandsighed)

Deletemynumber.Itwasnice



meetingyou.

Atschool....

MeanwhileMayathoughtfullystared

atherphoneasKenhungup...Her

simcardslotwasn'tclosedinthe

phoneandtheonlypersonwhowas

inherroomwasMaya.Shehad

endlesslytalkedabouthowolder

menhavebigdicksandhowshe

wouldcrack...Coulditbethatshe

tookouthersimcardandgotBear's

number?Becauseshedefinitelyknew

therewasBearandshewas



suspiciousofhisage...

Sheputhersnackboxinthebagand

lefttheschooldialingKen'snumber

buthehasblockedher.Tearsblurred

hersightasshewalkedslowlytyping

amessage....

Baby:KenpleaseI'mbeggingyou

don'tdothistomeiloveyou.Why

can'tijustbehappy?Whyshouldmy

happinessbeshortlived.Ifyouleave

meI'mkillingmyselfbecauseican't

takethisanymore.Can'tyouseei

loveyou?Whatdoihavetodo?



Becauseifit'saboutsexI'llgiveitto

you.Youcandowhateveryouwant

withmejustdon'tliveme.Cani

comeoverandgiveittoyou?

Notification:Youcannotsendthis

numberamessage.

Sheputthephoneinherpocketand

rubbedhertearswalkingoutthe

gate...

AtKen'sHouse....

Minuteslatershewalkedinthrough



thegateinherschooluniformand

backpack,thecarwasn'ttherebut

sheknockedonthedooranywayand

therewasnoanswer...

Shelookedonthegroundandsaw

Maya'sshoetracks,fromtheirtracks

shecouldtellwhereshewas

standingandwherehewasstanding

whiletalking.Thecarprobablyleft

firstbecauseMaya'sfootsteps

walkedalongthetyretracks....

AtLolo'sHouse....



AfewminuteslaterBabyopenedthe

doorandwalkedintakingdownher

bagasMayasteppedoutofthe

kitchenwithaplateofsnacks...

Baby:DidyoutalktoKen?

Maya:Soyou'resleepingwithuncle

Baby:I'msorrydidimisssomething

onthefamilytreebecauseI'mnot

relatedtoKen

Maya:Heisoldenoughtobeyour

father

Baby:(angrily)Heisnotmyfatherso

whyshouldn'thesleepwithme?Why

doyouhavetobeincontrolof



everything?Whycan'tibehappywith

mychoiceofmanandwhyisityour

businesswhoisleepwith?AmI

usingyourvagina?

Maya:(chuckledmockingly)Ohtrust

meiwouldn'twantyourvagina,iam

quitehappywithmine

Shebitherlowerlipandhitheronthe

facewithherbackpackthenshe

staggeredbackastheplate

shutteredonthefloor.Babypunched

heronthefaceandshegrabbedher

ponytailastheyfoughtuntiltheygot

inthekitchenstandingnexttothe



burningstovewithapanfullof

boilingcookingoilandFrenchfries...

Baby:(punchedher)Whycan'tyou

justleavemealone?

Maya:(chokinghertryingtopushher

off)Babyletgoofmewanngapaka

dinala,I'mgoingtotellmama....Sese

salanggaonagoratanaleuncleKen

becauseI'mgoingtotellbomama

goreontwantshetsagogo

kgalemelelabannababatona...

Baby:(crying)Whydoyouhavetotell

themwhenI'mtellingyouilovehim?

Maya:I'mgoingtotell



them...(punchedher)Letgoofmy

hair

Baby:(crying)Whycan'tyoujuststay

outofit...

BabyscreamedangrilybitingMaya's

armthenshepushedheragainstthe

stovetippingoverthefryingpanand

spillingeverythingonBaby.Shefell

downcryingtryingtotakeoffher

skirtasMayaswitchedoffthestove

andpouredherwithwater.....

Baby:(crying)I'mburning....I'm

burning,helpme,help.......
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beenreceivingyourcomplaintsabout

losingyourtopfanbadgeswhich

alsostopsyournotificationwhenthe

insertisposted,badgesareregulated

byFacebooknotussotokeepyour

badgeyouhavetocontinuelikingand

commentingonthepageorelse

Facebookgivesittoamoreactive

reader.

*

*

*

*



*
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AtLolo'sHouse....

MayahelpedBabylayonthecouch

asshehungupthephoneand

broughtBaby'smedicalcard...



Maya:I'mreallysorry,ididn'tmeanto

dothat...(Babyignoredherand

pressedherphone)Whatarewe

goingtotellbomama?

Baby:Whydon'tyoutellthemwhat

youwant?Idon'tunderstandwhyyou

alwaysfindwaystomakeyourself

relevantevenwhenyouarenot.Tell

themwhyyou'reburningme,isn'tthat

whatyouwanted?

Maya:Weshouldjustsayweargued

aboutmestealingyourairtime,idon't

wanttosayanythingaboutKen

unlesshecontinuesseeingyou.

Baby:Whydoyoucare?



Maya:Becauseheisbadnews,you're

tooyoungtounderstand...Thisman

isbad,hehastemperissues,hesold

drugsandwenttoprison.AuntieDidi

couldn'thandlehimandhecheated

onherwhileshewaspregnant,he

abandonedhischildrenandlefther

untilshewasdepressed.Hedrove

hertosuicide,youcannotaffordto

bewithhimespeciallywithyour

status.Heisgoingtostressyouuntil

youaresickandhewon'tbetherefor

youyouknowwhy?Becausemama

willneverallowhimtobewithyouno

matterhowmuchyoubothloveeach

other.Stopnowbecauselateritwill



bemorepainfulandyou'llbe

attached.Iunderstandifyoulovehim,

heisobviouslyagoodlookingman

andheseemstoknowaboutmaking

awomanhappybutheistoooldfor

youandyouknowthat

Baby:I'm17yearsoldI'mnot7,why

areyouactinglikeI'mgetting

molested?Maybeishouldchangemy

namebecauseI'llforeverbeababy

Maya:I'mseriousaboutthis,ifyou

continueseeinghimI'llhavetotell

mamalepapa

Carlwalkedinandfrownedlooking



atBaby'sthigh...

Carl:Whathappened?

Theybothstaredathimwithoutan

answerthenhebentmoverpicking

herandcarriedhertothecaras

Mayalockedthehouseandgotinthe

car....

Carl:(driving)Sowhathappened?

Baby:Carlifihadaboyfriendwould

youfinditbad?

Carl:No



Maya:Evenifhewas40orolder?

Carl:Woulda40yearoldwantBaby

though?Idoubtthat,what'sthis

about?

Baby:Nothing,heis18

Carl:Istilldon'tknowhowyougot

burned,whathappened?

Maya:Istoleherairtimeandwekind

ofhustledoneanotherwiththe

phonestandingnexttothestove...

Carl:Youalsogotburned?

Maya:Yeah,here...

Heshowedhimwhereshegot



burnedandhecontinueddriving.....

AtDidi'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonBlessing

confidentlywalkedinastherestof

thefamilyslowlygotin...

Ariannafearfullypickedpiecesofher

phoneaseveryonewalkedaround

thehouse...

Morapedi:(whistledlookingupstairs)

Banna!Thishouseisbeautiful...I



wonderhowmuchitcost

Kedibonye:It'sreallybeautiful...

Blessingwalkedinthekitchenand

founditspotless...

Blessing:Thereisnothinghere,no

brokenglassesoranything....Arianna

you'rejustimaginingit.

Arianna:Glassesbroketwice!Twice!

Shecheckedthebinandfoundthe

brokenglasses...



Arianna:(gaspedpointing)Here!

They'rehere!

Everyonelookedinthebinandlooked

athersuspiciously...

Kedibonye:Areyousureyoudidn't

forgetanything?

Arianna:whatareyousaying?

Morapedi:Maybeyoubrokeitand

cleaneditupnowyouthinkaghost

didit...Thishouseisperfectlyfine.I

don'tthinkaghostcanbreakglasses

andthencleanup



Arianna:SoI'mlying?Whydon'tyou

sleepoverthen?Huh?

Blessing:I'llsleepoverheretonight...

Thereisnothinginhere...letme

checkupstairs...

Sheranupstairsandcheckedthe

wardrobethenshewalkeddown

stairs....

Blessing:Everythingisfinethere,

Ariannamaybeyouwatchedahorror

filmoraNigerianmoviebeforegoing

tobed...

Arianna:Firstofallidon'twatch



Africanmagicmoviesbecauseidon't

believeinwitchcraftandididn't

watchnohorror.Iknowwhatisaw

andI'mnotcrazy.Thereissomething

inthishouse...Thereweretwocats

andoneofthemlickedmyhand..

Morapedi:(sighedandwalkedout)I

feelstupidforcominghere...

Kedibonye:(followedhim)Ija...

Blessing:Let'sgoifthereisaghostit

justwantsyoutogivebackthehouse

hankakewajaboswajwagaDidinne

leilana...

Arianna:Ican'tbelieveyou'dbethat

insensitive..



BlessingwalkedoutthenArianna

fearfullyglancedaroundthehouse

beforerunningout....

AtChurch....

LaterthatafternoonKenwalkedout

oftheofficefoldinghisdocuments

walkingalongsidewiththesenior

pastor....

Pastor:I'mreallyhappyyoutookthis

decision..



Ken:Thankyou

Pastor:youseemabitofftoday,is

everythingOK?

Ken:Yes...Idon'tknowifI'llbe

makingabaddecisiontoaskyouthis

butihaveto...I'mnewtothis

Christianitythingandiwanttodothe

rightthings...I'mnotperfectbutI

wanttobethere..Idon'teventhink

I'mgoodenoughtobeayouthpastor

Pastor:You'renot...Andit'sgoodthat

you'renotpretending.Ilikethatabout

you,youhavealwaysownedupto

yourmistakeseventhebadonesthat

evenI'dhide...



Ken:Ireallyhopethisdoesn'tchange

howyouseeme...

Pastor:Let'shaveaseatoverhere..

Kentookadeepbreathandsatdown

withthepastorthenherubbedhis

facefrustratedlyandleanedback....

Ken:Afterlosingthemotherofmy

childrenikindoffeltlikeirobbedmy

childrenamotherandaproperfamily.

IknowI'mthereasonDidiisdead

andI'mstilltryingtogetoverthatbut

hersisterhasbeenofferingahelping

hand.Sheshowedinterestinmeand



icompliedbutonlybecauseifelt

pressuredandiwaswillingtogoall

thewayjusttogetthehelpmykids

neededbutthenimetthisgirl...Um...

(tookadeepbreath)IsweartoGodi

haveneverhadfeelingsforher

beforeandineverinmywildest

dreamsthoughtI'dwantherlikethat

butisawasideofherthatnobody

knows.Shehasafamilybutthey

don'tknowherorwhatshegoes

throughatschoolorinherprivate

life...Idon'tknowhowithappened

butweclickedjustlikethat...I'mstill

surprisedmyselfbecauseican't

believeiloveherandIam



embarrassedthatiloveher.Ifeel

guiltyforfeelingthewayifeel

becauseit'swrongbutican'tchange

it,idon'tknowwhyGodismakingme

feelthewayifeelbecauseiwantthis

girlandidon'tjustwantheriwant

herwithmykids.Iloveherforher

withherflaws.Shedoesn'thave

confidenceorself-esteembutthat's

becauseshehasbeenthroughhell

andiknowicanbuilditupandshe

willwalkaroundwithprideand

dignity..

Pastor:Sowhat'stheproblem?

What'sstoppingyou?

Ken:Sheis17yearsoldandher



fatheriskindofmyfriend.Her

parentsaregoodtomeandmykids.

HermotherwasDidi'sfriendsoshe

feelslikemykidsarehersandI'm

suretheyexpectmetofeellikea

fathertowardstheirdaughterbut

hereiamstrugglingwiththese...

Pastor:(sighed)Okay...Thisis

disturbing,ihavea19yearold

daughterandistillgetangryknowing

shehasaphoneandmightbetalking

toboys.Haveyousleptwiththislittle

girl?

Ken:NobutIwantto...(thepastor

turnedlookingathim)Ijustwantto

behonestwithyousoyoucanhelp



memaketherightdecision,I'm

trustingyouwiththisandI'llgowith

youradviceonthis.

Pastor:(sighed)Thisisverydifficult,

howdoesshefeel?Ihopeyou'renot

puttingherunderpressure

Ken:Sheisnot,webothwantthisso

badbutakitsemaybesheistoo

youngtounderstandIjustdon'tknow

butsheismatureandshewantsthis,

ouronlyproblemisherage.

Pastor:Okay,let'sdothis...17istoo

young..Idon'tknowifthedefilement

thingyisstillat16oritwasmovedto

18asibeenhearingbut,this



scholarshipisfor2years.That

meansshewillbe19whenyouget

backandifshestillhasn'tmovedon

becauseiknowby19mostgirlshave

boyfriends.Ifshestillwantsyouyou

canmarryherbutbeforehavingsex

withhermaybethatwilleaseher

parents.Askingforherhandin

marriagebeforetouchingher,what

doyouthink?

Ken:2yearsisalotbuticandoit

Pastor:Ipersonallydon'thavea

problemwithpeople'sage

differencesaslongasitdoesn't

involveaminorsopleasestayaway

fromheruntilsheisoldenough.Pray



againstthosefeelingsifyouhaveto,i

knowhowharditcanbetofight

beingattractedtoawomanbecause

itsapowerfulforcebutyouhaveto.

I'mnotgoingtojudgeyouorrebuke

you,that'sforGodtodecide.Ican

onlyadviceyoutolethergrowand

thenaskforherhandinmarriage

beforetouchinghergongwebatsadi

bakareetsaleeneshewillreason

withthem.

Ken:Okay...

Atthehospital....



Aatilewalkedinasthenursewas

bandagingBaby'sthighwhileshe

grinnedholdingontothebedbar...

Aatile:Hello?

Nurse:Hi...

Baby:(crying)Papagobothoko...

Aatilewalkedaroundherandhugged

herfrombehindasthenursedidher

thigh..

Aatile:Didyougiveherashot?

Nurse:I'llgiveittoherafter



Aatile:Moneelepelethemma,

cleaninganddressingispainful...

Thenursechangedherglovesand

reachedfortheinjectionasAatile

rubbedhertearsandhuggedher...

Aatile:Raahetsaautwa?

Baby:(sniffling)Mmh...

Aatile:Mayatoldmewhathappened,

ican'tbelieveyoutwostillchaseone

anotherlikeyou'retoddlers

Nurse:Rianapanty...



Shesliddownandliftedherskirt

whileholdingonthebedthenthe

nurseinjectedher,shesatdownand

finisheddressingthentheywalked

out.Mayawalkedinwithhercard...

Maya:Isitpainful?

Baby:Obviouslyyouwon'tfeel

anythingbecauseogasehetswehela

nnaontshololetsemahura..

SheslowlysatdownasCarlhandeda

drink.Lolohurriedoverandbentover

lookingatherbandagedthigh...



Lolo:Whathappened?

Baby:Mayapushedmeagainstthe

stoveandthepantippedoverus

Lolo:Issheokay?

Aatile:Eneosiamegaabad

Lolo:Whatkindofplayingisthat?

Kanannakarelebatona...Hadthat

panbeenfullyouwouldhavebeenon

fire

Baby:KeMayaakeremama

Lolo:Heibatho,andwhatwereyou

doinghomeatthistime?

Baby:Iforgotmybookandcame

backforit...



Lolo:(sighed)Youhavetobecareful

lebatona...Howareyoufeeling?

Baby:It'spainfulbutgontsegonna

numb...I'mfinethough

Lolo:Socanigetbacktowork?I

haveameetingin30minutes

Baby:Youcango,I'mfine

Lolo:I'llpassbytheschooltodrop

offyoursickleave

Baby:Okay,bye

LoloturnedtoAatileastheykissed

thenshebumpedintoMayatryingto

checkonher..



Lolo:Hey

Maya:Hi...

Lolo:Letmeseekooregatwele

tshamekatshamekomangyabana

lona?

Shemovedherskirtshowingthe

bandage...

Maya:I'mfine,Babykeeneasheleng

thata...

Lolo:I'mgoingbacktowork,take

careofher



Maya:OKbye

ShehurriedoutasAatile'sphone

rang...

Aatile:Yeah

Tshepo:I'msinkingthemonnaokae?

Aatile:I'monmyway...

Hehungupandsighed...

Maya:Wehavetopassbythe

dispensary



Aatile:Carlobaiselapeng...

Carl:Okay...

HehurriedoutthenCalvinhelpBaby

getupasMayacarriedtheircards...

AtLolo'sHouse...

LateronBabylaidonthecouchwhile

MayacleanedthekitchenthenCalvin

walkedinandtickledherwaistasshe

flinchedandsmackedhim....

Maya:(laughed)Waasimllaaker?



Carl:(openedthefridgeandhada

drink)Wareng?You'realwaysinyour

bedroomnowadays

Maya:Saysaguywhospendsthree

daysatagirlfriend'shouse...Don't

youeverthinkImissyou

Hisphonerangthenhesignaledher

tokeepquietashepicked...

Carl:Babe....Yeah....(laughed)

Alright...(hepeakedatthecouchbut

Babywassleeping)I'mcomingwith

Mayagoreateletsone...Alright,

Shap(hehungup)Let'sgo



Maya:Where?

Carl:Tothemall,comeon...

Hedraggedheroutandtheydrove

offasBabygotup,shefrowned

confusedandsmiledremembering

somethingthenshegrabbedher

socksandsatonthecouchputting

themonandhershoes.Shehadone

lastlookatherselfonthemirrorand

left.....

AtKen'sHouse....



OnthesameafternoonKenlaidFaith

onthecouchandjoinedZaneoutside

whowasbuildingacitybehindthe

houseandputtingtoycarsonawell

designedbridge...

Ken:Zanethisisbrilliant...Itlooks

likearealcity...Theroadsandthe

flats...

Zane:(smiled)Really?

Ken:You'regoingtobeaphysical

planner

Zane:What'sthat?



Babyappearedonthesideofthe

houseandsmiledshyly,Ken

swallowedandtookadeepbreathas

Zanesmiledather...

Zane:Hey..Comeandseethis

Baby:I'llseeitlater...(toKen)Canwe

talk?

Theyquietlywalkedinthehouse,

BabytouchedFaith'sheadwalking

pastherandintothebedroomwhere

theysatontheedgeofthebed.



Amomentpassedwhiletheysat

therequietly...

Baby:I'msorryforjustcoming,i

missedyou.

Ken:Imissedyoutoo...

Baby:I'msadthatyoucansmile

withoutme,icouldn'tsmileknowing

youdon'twantme...Idon'tknow

whatididtodeservesomuch

rejectionfromeveryone.

Ken:BabyiloveyousomuchbutI

thinkwehavetowait,I'mwillingto

wait.I'mgoingtoschooloverseasfor

2yearssowhenigetback...



Shecoveredherfacecryingthenhe

pausedtalkingandswallowed

touchingherhand...

Ken:Thisdoesn'thurtyouanymore

thanithurtsmebut...Wehavetobe

strong...

Shecontinuedcryingandheliftedher

chinleaningoverforakiss,sheput

herarmsaroundhisneckashelaid

herdownkissingher...



Baby:Ouch...Mythigh..

Hesteppedbackandlockedthedoor

thenheopenedthewardrobeand

grabbedaboxofcondomsasshe

laidonthebedinheruniform...

Hesquattedandremovedher

Tougheesleavinghersocksonthen

hecarefullypulledoutherpanties

avoidingherinjuredthigh.…He

touchedhersmooththickheavenand

kissedherunzippinghistrousers

thenheputherhandinsidemaking

hertouchhim...



Sheswallowedholdingitandstarted

breathingheavilywonderingifit

wouldfitinthere.Hersister'swords

aboutbigguysraninhermindand

thenherhorrificchildhoodflashes

cameback...

Shecouldalmostfeelthetearingof

herskinthatnightthenshepushed

Ken'sheavychestastearsrolled

downthecornersofhereyesbutKen

lookedinhereyesandkissedherlips

goingdownherneckwhisperingin

herear...



Ken:(whispering)It'smeAngelokay?

It'sme....don'tpush...(softly)iwon't

hurtyou...Iknowit'sscarybutyou

cantakeit...Relax...

Baby:(breathingheavilycrying)I'm

scared...Let'sstop

Ken:Holdmetightandrepeatafter

me...(sheputherarmsaroundhis

neck)KenlovesAngel

Baby:KenlovesAngel

Ken:Hewon'thurtme

Baby:(crying)Hewon'thurtme



Hegrabbedhisdestructionand

smackeditonherseveraltimesas

herheartpoundedevenmoredueto

heavinesshittinghersensitiveskin

thenhesliddownpackingonhertiny

hole...

Ken:(lookinginhereyes)Iwantyou

tokissmeandwhateveryoufeel

don'tstopkissingme..Canyoudo

that?(shenodded)ifithurtsbitemy

lipokay(shenoddedtearfullyshaking)

Kissme...

Sherubbedhertearsandkissedhim



thenhe#removed......

*
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AtKen'sHouse

Toaccessfullexplicitcontentclick

TWIMfollowers***himselfpiling

hisjuicesonherlittleholeasthey

floweddroppingonthesheets,she

triedtocloseherlegsbuthegrabbed

herthighandstrokedhimselfonher

downtothelastdropthenheshook

itandslidhismiddlefingerinher

kittykissingher....

Ken:I'msorryiwasabithushonyou

Baby:ButIfyoudidn'tiwouldn'tknow



sexissosweet,ithinkI'mgoingto

keepcominghereeverydayatlunch...

Ihopeyoucankeepupgrandpa

Ken:(laughedandkissedher)Really?

Grandpa

Baby:Don'thaveaheartattackon

me...

Theybothlaughedandoneofthe

kidsknocked,Babysmiledkeeping

quietasKenputonhispantsand

winkedatherbeforesteppingout

thenshesighedsmilingattheroof

likearetard....



Baby:Can'tbelieveidon'twanttogo

home...

SheputonKen'st-shirtandtooka

fewselfiessittingonthebedwithher

legscrossedthenKenwalkedinand

openedthedraweroftheotherhead

board.Shesmiledbitingherlowerlip

andtookapicturewithKenpassing

atthebackshirtlessinhis

sweatpants...

Ken:Keetaautwa?I'mgoingtobuy

bread,banababataborotho...

Baby:Okay...Areyougoingwiththem?



Ken:ZaneaskedmeketseyeFaith?

Baby:No,tellhertoc-

Faithwalkedinandjumpedonthe

bedsupportingherselfwithBaby's

thighasshedroppedthephoneand

screamedflinching...

Baby:Ouch.....

Faith:(panicked)I'msorry...Didihurt

you?

Baby:It'sokay...Comehere....Let's

takepictures...

Ken:Canigonow?



Baby:You'restillhere?

Helaughedandclosedthedooras

FaithsatinfrontofBabyandsmiled

atthephone,theybothsmiledand

tookapicture...

AtLolo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningMayacleanedthe

kitchenafterservingthechildrenwith

supperwhileAgathacleanedthe

bathroomandputthemallin

pajamasandsocks.



Theyallsatonthedinnertablewith

theirbooksanddidhomeworkwhile

Katlohelpedthem...

Maya:AgathaNaareBabyokae?

Agatha:Shewasn'thomewhenwe

gothere

Mayarubbedherhandsandtapped

onherWhatsApp,Babyhadchanged

herdpwithapictureofherinanavy

bluebaggyt-shirt,herlegswere

crossedclearlyshowingshehad

nothingunderneathifnotherpanties



andthighsshowingwiththebandage

ontheotherthigh.Shecheckedher

statusandnoticedsheuploaded4of

herpictureswithFaiththenshe

dialedher...

Baby:Hello?

Maya:Soyouwenttohishouseand

obviouslyhadsex?

Baby:Stayoutofmylife,I'mnotyour

daughter.

Maya:Can'tyouatleasthavethe

intelligencetokeepyourshenanigans

fromsocialmedia?Mamalepapa

verywellknowyoudon'townat-shirt



thatbigandjustincaseyoudidn't

noticeMrsKnowitallyouuploaded

yourboyfriend'sdaughter.(raisedher

voice)Howthehellareyougoingto

explainbeinghalfnakedwithher

whenshedidn'tvisitus?Don'tletdick

overexciteyou

BabyhungupthenMayashookher

headandcheckedherstatusagain,it

wasn'ttherethenshecalledheragain.

Baby:What?

Maya:Otalengmolwapeng?

Baby:Mayacanyoujustleaveme



alone?

Maya:Mamaisabouttoknockoff

andyou'resupposedtobehomesick,

papaleeneisnotonnightduty.Ifeel

sorryforyoubecausetsatsilepapa

agokapangkalebanteyou'llthinkits

becauseofbloodlegaleyouwere

therewhenhewhippedme.Ifyou

wantyoursharecontinuestayingout

latelikethat.YolegatweMrAatile

Johnson,onnasweetfromJanuary

toNovember,Decembergaditurnero

taeletsagonnangwanawalelapale

seleandhedoesn'tforgive.Hewill

whipyouandyouwillcontinueto

serveyourpunishmentuntilhefeels



likeforgivingyou.Obatagoitigela

masoleammeleandI'mnotsaying

thatbecauseofyourstatus.Kekopa

oreyeKenagobusetsemo

lwapeng....

Mayapausedtalkingsuspectingshe

wastalkingtoherselfandindeedshe

was.Babydidn'tsayanythingthen

shelookedatthephoneandcarefully

listenedagain,tohersurpriseBaby

wasbusychattingwithFaithteaching

herhowtocountthenshehungup...

Maya:Mxm!



Sheputherphoneonthecounterand

continuedcleaning.Minuteslater

LoloandAatilearrivedhomeand

greetedthechildrenheadingtotheir

bedroom...

Agathapreparedthemabathand

knockedontheirdoor,they

respondedthenshestuckherhead

in...

Agatha:Thetubisready...

Lolo:Thankyoubaby



Theygottheirtowelsandwentfora

baththentheychangedintotheir

pajamasandjoinedeveryoneinthe

livingroom...

Mayawalkedinwithatrayofwarmed

foodandservedthemthensjewent

backforthedrinks...

Lolo:Babyokaenekeboneserope?I

hadalongday...

Aatile:(eating)Waetshabanthokeha

lelanurseamobandeja



Maya:Idon'tknowwheresheis

Lolo:Uhu

Katlo:Wedidn'tfindherhome

Aatile:That'sweird

Lolo:Wherecouldshebe?Katmphe

phoneyamekemolletse

Katlobroughtthephonethenshe

dialedher...

Atthemall....

MeanwhileKensteppedoutwith

painkillersandjumpedinthecaras



Baby'srang,shereachedforitwhile

Faithwassingingandclappingthen

Kenstoppedher..

Ken:Faithkeepquiet!Shhh

ShekeptquietthenBabypickedas

Kendroveoutofthemall...

Baby:Hello?

Lolo:Whereareyou?

Baby:Icheckedonafriend

Lolo:Whatfriend?Ididn'tknowyou

haveafriend



Baby:Sheisnewatschool,hername

isMary.I'llbetheresoon-

Faith:(clapped)Wowisawmy

schoolboard!

Ken:Shh

Lolo:Ok,howfarisit?It'salready

dark

Baby:Nottoofarrenalebo

monnawebampoledisa

Lolo:Okaybye

ShehungupandsighedasKen

handedherthepainkillers...



Ken:Keeptheseawayfromeveryone,

howbadarethepains?

Baby:Notthatbad,it'slikeperiod

painsonlyabitstronger

Ken:Updatemekapainyatengokay?

Baby:Okay...

MinuteslaterKenparkedashort

distanceawayfromthegatethenhe

deemedthelightsandsmiledlooking

atherassheblushed..

Ken:areye

Baby:Guysgoodnight..



Zane:Goodnight

Faith:Areyoucomingtomorrow?

Baby:Yes,I'llbehomewhenyou

comefromschool.(leanedover)Kiss

kiss

Faithleanedoverkissingheronthe

cheekthenshekissedheronthe

foreheadandjumpedout...

Ken:ZaneI'mcoming

Zane:Ok..

Kensteppedoutandwalkedherto



thegatewheretheyhuggedstanding

inthedark...

Baby:Itfeelslikemykittenisabout

tofalloff

Ken:(laughed)You'reawomannow....

Hetouchedhercheekandkissedher

leavingapinkXXXinhermouththen

shesmiledchewingit...Hermeds

alarmwentoffandshetookouther

phoneshuttingit...

Baby:Ihavetogo,



Ken:GoodnightAngel

Baby:Goodnight

Hekissedherontheforeheadand

spankedherbuttasshewalkedaway,

shegiggledandwalkedinthegate

whilehewaitedforhertogetinand

droveoff...

AtLolo'sHouse....

Babywalkedinandshamefully

greetedherparents...



Aatile:Howisyourthigh?Theway

youwerescreamingididn'tthink

you'dvisitfriends

Baby:Keithonkgetsekagowalker

Lolo:BaileboMary

Baby:Marykemang.

Lolo:Uhudidn'tyousayMarywas-

Baby:(rememberedandlaughed)Oh

hihihiyoumeanMarilyn...Ijatheyleft

meatthegate

Lolo:Ok...

Shepassedbythekitchengrabbinga

glassofwaterandheadedtoher



roomwhereshesatonthebedand

hadherpillsthenMayawalkedinand

closedthedoorlookingather...

Baby:Don'tlookatmelikethat

Maya:Hetookyourvirginitydidn'the?

It'swrittenalloveryourfacele

attitudeyagagooikutwakareo

mamahela

Baby:(laughed)Kantegatwekeeng

Maya:OnaseriousnoteBabyif

you'regoingtostartdatingatleast

gowithyouragemateforastart,

you'llhitblessersatatertiarylevel.If

youstartwithagrownmanyou'll



neverenjoyanyoneyoungerthanhim

Baby:Mayabehonest,doyouwant

Ken?Justbefreeiwon'tbe

offended...

Mayalookedatherthenshesaton

theedgeofthebedandsighed...

Maya:Therewasatimeihadacrush

onhim,personallyithinkeveryone

hasacrushonhimandididn't

seducehimorshowhimbecausei

knewitwouldneveramountto

anything.Mamaolemogileaba

nkgalemelaamporekethokamaitseo



nakoyatengandifeltbadaboutthe

wayitalkedtomamaandthoughi

didn'tapologisekeikgalemetsehela

keleoneandlistenedtowhatshe

said.Shesaidunclekenkemogolo

mogopapaka3yearsamongstother

thingsnowthatyou'resleepingwith

himmyfeelingsforhimaregone.

AndBabywemightnotberelatedby

bloodbutyou'remylittlesisterand

you'renaive,ibeenouttheregape

nnadilotsesalekedithalegetse

becauseevenmyfirstboyfriendke

nnakemmatilengthroughansms.

That'sjusthowiam,ifIwantaguyi

goandgethimbutyou'renotlikethat.



Wenaoreservedandfragileyour

heartcan'taffordahugeheartbreak

butKenisoldandtheseguyswhen

theybreakawomantheyreallybreak

heruntilallthat'sleftishershadow.I

don'tthinkyouknowwhatDidiwent

throughbecauseofthismanbutI'll

refrainfromdiscouragingyou

becauseyoumightthinkI'mjealous.I

justwantyoutobecareful.Alliknow

isifyouwanthimican'tstopyouand

theleasticandoisbeheretooffer

youadvicewhenyouneedit..

Babytookadeepbreathandlooked

atherbigsister,thesinceretyinher



wordswasrightinhereyesandfor

thefirsttimeshefeltlikeshehad

someonetotalkto...

Baby:Thanks

Maya:(smiledandtouchedhercheek)

Ikindoflikehispersonality,besides

theageheisonefinenegro

Baby:(laughed)Heis...

Maya:Whendidyoustarthavingsex?

Baby:Today..

Maya:Heusedprotectionakere?

Rememberthattutorialwelistenedto

aboutmentakingadvantageofthe



0%transmissionwithpeopleonARV?

Baby:Heusedacondombuthe

nuttedonme

Maya:What?Whydidn'tyousayno

Baby:Icouldn't,heisdominant

Maya:You'regoingtobepregnant

Maya!Doyouwanttobreakoutof

theschool?Mamawillkillyouand

papawilldisownyou,papaisnot

afraidtodisownadisobedientchild

Waitsetota?

Baby:WhatshouldIdo?

Maya:TellKenyoudon'twantababy,

hewillknowwheretobuythe

emergencypills



Baby:Okay..

Maya:OhBabyyouhavetobecareful,

duringsexgaaipuelelwaespecially

whenyouaredatingsomeoneolder

becausetheywillwanttomakeitall

aboutthemselves.Kenhastoknow

hecan'toffloadonyoubecauseit's

notjustaboutHIVthereareother

STDwithboHPVandyourimmune

systemcannotaffordany

carelessness.Youhavetospeako

ganedilotsedingwe

Baby:Okay,I'llspeaknextweek

Maya:Oshapemme?

Baby:Orayakuku?



Maya:Ee

Baby:Ithinkihaveacrackorit'sjust

anirritationyaskin,ihaven'tchecked.

I'llletyouknowafter

Maya:Atleasthedidn'thurtyou...

(smilednaughtily)Wasitwhatyou

alwayspicturedaboutyourfirsttime?

Baby:(smiled)Evenbetter,ididn't

knowsexissonice...Ididn'tknow

whattodotomyselfkebuedilo

wena

Maya:(laughed)Welcometothe

womanhood...Dickissweetifyou

metaguywhoknowshowtofuck

nnammaImetstupidmenupuntili



diditwithsomeguyI'llprobably

nevertellyouhisnamebecauseyou'll

freakoutandevenwonderwhyi

judgedyouwithuncleKenanyway

thisguyistheshit.Heknowsevery

positionthereisoutthereandithink

wewillalwaysfuckevenifheisto

marryhisbelovedgirlfriendandi

marrymyman,wewillalwaysfuck.

Baby:(laughed)Doiknowhim?

Maya:(laughed)Youdon't,thepoint

isiknowwhatitfeelsliketohavea

goodfuckwithamanwhoknowshis

shitandthey'rerare.Mostmenare

justuselessmmeithelabare

banyanababosulakantegobosula



bone..

Baby:(laughed)Waitsekemathata...

AtMaunpolicestation.....

Aronawalkedoutoftheotheroffice

andpassedbythefaxmachineas

someofficersstoodtherechatting

lookingatsomesketches...

Officer:(laughed)Ditsenwatsa

Sbranaletsone

Officer2:Buthowdotheydothingsin

thathospital?Whentheyfirst



admittedherwhodidtheythinkthey

wereadmitting?

Arona:(paused)Whatareyoutalking

about?

Officer:SbranaPsychiatrichospital

releasedafaxrequestingthepolice

tohelpthemlocateanyonewho

mightknowanyinformation

concerningoneoftheirfemale

patients.

Arona:Doesn'tsheknowherself?

Office:They'renotserious,amnesia

kedilotsadimovie...Doyouwantto

seeher?

Arona:(walkedaway)I'mbusy...



Maybelater

Hewalkedawayashisphonerang...

Arona:Girl

Her:Yeah

Arona:(laughed)Themmaomoloi

number1....Ievenmissmyfriend

Didi,mayhersoulrestinpeace

bathung

Her:(laughed)Heelawenasoyou

decidedtospicethingsup?

Arona:(burstintolaughter)Wa

tshamekawena



Her:(laughed)SolistenthisiswhatI

want.....

Aronatookaseatandpunchedsome

paperslisteningtothecaller.....

AtKen'sHouse....

LaterthateveningKenputthekidsto

sleepandlaidonthecouchwatching

footballthenhereceivedacall...

Ken:Hello?

Lawyer:MrDanielhi,I'msorryfor



callingatthistime,I'mstudyingyour

caseandijustrememberediwas

supposedtocallyouearlier

Ken:It'sokay

Lawyer:Iwantedtoscheduleour

meetingfortomorrow9amisthat

good?Ineedtoseeyoubeforeican

filethesedocuments

Ken:9amisperfect.

Lawyer:thankyouverymuch,

goodnight

Ken:Goodnight....

Hehungupandwatchedthegame



thenherememberedthatrainyday

again,hefoundhimselfsmilingand

hecouldalmostsmelltherain.He

rememberedhowherantothehouse

carryingZaneandwaitedatthedoor

forDiditocomethensheslidandfell

onthemudundertherain.Howhe

hadtowalkoverandhelpherupas

theystoodundertherainandshared

thatfirstkissinalongtime.Itwasa

beautifuleveningandtakingabath

togetherwasawesome.Heheaveda

sighandheardhiswordsagainashe

promisednevertoleave,the

happinessonZanefacewhilelaying

therewithbothparents....Hestopped



smilingasherememberedAmantle's

firstappearancedaysbeforethe

weddingthenheswallowedand

shookhishead...

Hetookouthisphoneandstaredat

herpictureastearsfilledhiseyes

thenhecoveredhisfacewithboth

handsandtookadeepbreath....

Herubbedhiseyesandturnedupthe

volume....

AtMorapedi'sHouse....



JustbeforemidnightArianna

snappedoutofhersleepthinkingshe

heardsomethingthensheswitched

thelightsonandsatonthebed

listening.Sjestillcouldn'tgetover

whathadhappenedthenightbefore

atDidi'sHousethenshedialedher

sister...

Blessing:(sleepy)Hello?

Arianna:Anything?

Blessing:Nothing,I'msleeping

peacefullehaeledikatsekeraa

Arianna:Ok,letmesleep.Ke



phadimogilegore

Blessing:Shap

Shehungupandswitchedthelights

offthensheslept...

***

Hourspassedasthehousegot

quieter,Kedibonyeandherhusband

laidonthebedfacingoneanotheras

MorapedisnoredthenKedibonye

movedherhandoutofthesheets

andputontopbutherhandlaidon



somethingfuryandsoftthenshe

heardacatmeowing...

Theybothjumpedandlookedaround

onlytofindthattheircurtainwas

downandtherewassomeone

standingatthewindow.Theirhearts

poundedastheyheldoneanother

staringatthefigure...

Morapedi:(shakyvoice)Omotho?

Anothercatjumpedonthebedand

ngaodwalkinguptheirfeetas

Kedibonyeshakinglyhidbehindher



husband...

Kedibonye:fosek!Fosek...

Voice:(creepymalevoice)Busetsa

madiaoajelengkobankeng

MeanwhileAriannaheardthecats

andtriedtoswitchthelightsonbut

therewasnopoweragainthenshe

heardthemclearlycomingfromher

parentsroomandslowlyopenedthe

doortoafigurestandingbythe

window..



Morapediknockedherdownashe

ranoutthenshecoveredherbleeding

mouthandranoutasKedibonye

followedtheminthedark....

Morapedi:(screaming)Thusang!

Hetriedtoswitchthelightsonbut

theywouldn'tgoon,theyallstoodat

thedoorasAriannashookfailingto

unlockthedoorthoughthecats

ngaodcloserandcloser...



Morapedihadasharppainbelowthe

breastandmassagedhimselfas

Ariannadroppedthekeys.Thefigure

walkedcloserandcloserthenhe

meltedonthefloorbytheirfeet.

Ariannafinallymanagedtounlock

andrunoutashermotherfollowed

herscreamingstandingonthe

middleoftheyardat1inthe

morning.….

*

*

*

*

*
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AtMorapedi'sHouse.....

LaterthatmorningBlessingdrove

throughthegateasherparentsand

sisterwalkedintalkingwiththe

neighbour...

Shechuckledandparkedthecarthen



sheclearedherthroatinnocentlyand

metthemhalfwayacrosstheyard...

Blessing:Whathappened?

Ariannahurriedoverandclapped

onceinshock...

Arianna:Hee....I'msogladtheysaw

ittoobecauseyouallthoughtIwas

lyingyesterdaywhenIsaidtherewas

somethinginDidi'shouse...

Kedibonye:(shocked)Itsaid"return

themoneyyouspentbacktothe



bank"anditsoundedcreepylikea

deadperson...

Arianna:Andthecatstoo...Kananna

kephadimositswekegoutwadikatse

dingaolakeipotsagoreakealora

kanajang

Neighbour:(coveredhermouthin

shock)Andyouknowthereisa

rumorthatDidistolethesethings

fromherfatherinlaw?Youknowhow

oldpeopleliketoprotecttheir

properties.Theghostwilltorment

youuntilyoureturneverything,very

soonyourthingswillstarttoburn

Morapedi:Thatwasonmymindthe



wholetime,that'swhyiwantedto

openthedoorsothaticansavemy

family..Iwasthinkingaboutthatfire

fromGumareremember?

Neighbour:Molelowadiphereawa

Gumareokalebalwakemothotota,

apparentlyawifekilledherhusband

soshecanenjoyhismoneyexcept

shedidn'tknowthatthemanwas

strengthenedasalittleboy.Back

thenfatherswouldtaketheirboysto

thetraditionaldoctorssowomen

wouldn'tfeedthemfunnythingsso

rightafterthiswomankilledher

husbandfirestartedburning

everythingthemanownedand



everythingthewomanbought...

Blessing:Isthisataleorarealstory?

Neighbour:Heethisisreal,it

happenedstraightinGumare...Nna

haomponakelehajaanaidon'twant

mysonstodategirlsinGumare....I

wasthere,isawithappen..Thefire

followedthewomanwherevershe

went.Ifyougivehershelterthefire

burnsyourthingssoshewasstaying

inatentwithherchildrenbecauseno

onewantedtolosetheirthings.

Arianna:Sothesethingsactually

happen?Mamacanwepleasereturn

MrDaniel'sthings?Idon'twantfire....



Idon'twantmentobeafraidtomarry

me....Theminutethesegetsout

peoplearegoingtocalluswitches

Blessing:Nnyaammekegonehela,

let'sgo...

Kedibonye:Butwecanbringachurch

tochasethespiritsaway

Morapedi:(shookhishead)No,i

don'twantanythingbelongingtoDidi

inmyyard.Please....Ican'tsleepthe

nextnightwithherthingsaround,you

heardthatthing!

Blessing:(walkedinthehouse)I'll

bringDidi'sdocuments...



Theyfearfullywaitedoutsideas

Blessingconfidentlywalkedoutwith

Didi'sbriefcase.....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningBabyturned

aroundandfeltherpantieswetthen

shecheckedherselfout...

Baby:(gasped)OhmyGod!

Shestoodupandwrappedherself

withatowelthenshesearchedthe



wardrobeforherpadsbuttheblood

wasflowingdownthethighthenshe

rushedtothetoiletandsetdown..

Mayaknockedandstuckherheadin..

Maya:youok?

Baby:I'mbleeding,canyoubringme

pantiesandapad

Maya:Ok..Areyouinpain?

Baby:Notreally

Maya:Vaginalbleeding,gorayagore

hewastooroughorhewenttoo

deep



Baby:Thisisembarrassing

Maya:Atleastitdidn'thappenat

school

Baby:Yeah,omphelephone

Mayawalkedinandhandedher

thingsthenshedialedKen'snumber

buthedidn'tanswer.....

Atthelawyer'soffice....

MeanwhileKenandthelawyershook

handsandpartedashegotinthecar

anddroveoff,avideocallcame



throughthenhepinnedthephoneon

thedashboardholderandpicked

whiledriving.Itwasthecontacthe

savedasOklahomahegotfromthe

pastor...

Thecallerwasamatureladywith

blondehairsittingonherofficetable

adjustingherglasses....

Ken:Hello?

Her:Hi,brotherDanielright?

Ken:Yesma'am

Her:IhavejustbeeninformedthatI'll



beyourgodmother,itooktheliberty

oflookingyouuponsocialmedia

andijustcan'twaittohaveyou

around.Ihavelistedafew

apartmentsiwantyoutolookat,I'll

sendthemabitlatertoday

Ken:Thankyousomuch...Umidon't

knowiftheyhavealreadytoldyoubut

I'mcomingwith2kids.I'llbe

homeschoolingthemforacoupleof

weekswhileI'msettlinginandonce

myfinancialsarebackontrackI'll

findthemschools.

Her:Thepastormentionedthat,i

foundafewschoolstoo...Oklahoma

isasafeplace.Don'tworryandyou'll



bestayinginaChristiancommunity

soyou'resafe

Ken:Thankyousomuch

Her:Bye

Hehungupandcontinueddriving...

AtKen'sHouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedthecarand

walkedinthehousetakingoffhist-

shirtthenhelaidonthecouchand

dialedBabybutherphonerangbythe

passageasshewalkedoutinhist-



shirt.Kensatupandheldherwaist

asshesatonhislap...

Ken:Hey...

Baby:Hey

Ken:Ithoughtyou'dbeinschool,

babyyoucan'tskipschool...

Baby:(laughed)Iwasgiven2days

offformyburns.

Ken:Oh

Baby:I'monmyperiod

Ken:Wasittime?

Baby:No

Ken:I'llbemorecarefulnexttime



Baby:Iwantustotalkabout

contraceptives,idon'twantababyso

soon.

Ken:(sighed)Iwasjustexcitedi

won'tdothatagain...Atleastyougot

yourperiodright

Baby:Yeah

Acarstoppedoutsidethenshe

jumpedoffhimashemovedthe

curtainspeakingoutside...

Ken:Shit...ItsBlessingandherfamily.

Gotothebedroom...Go,go



Shehurriedbackthenhetookadeep

breathandopenedthedoorforher..

Blessing:Hi...

Ken:Hey...

Blessing:(smiled)Myparentswantto

seeyouconcerningmysistersthings

Ken:Letmeputonmyt-shirt...

Heputonhist-shirtandwalkedto

thecarwhereKedibonyequietly

handedhimthedocumentstothree

houses,thebankaccountandallthe



othersharesDidihadinseveral

companies...

Ken:What'sthis?

Kedibonye:It'severythingDidileft

behind,wecertifiedourcopiesand

filledinformsforeverything.Ifthere

isanythingelseleftyou'llcallus

Ken:(confused)Ooook

Morapedi:Let'sgoBlessing

Blessing:I'llcatchataxi

MorapedidroveoutasKenand

Blessingwalkedbackinthehouse



andsatonthecouch...

Ken:(stillholdingthepapers)I'm

confused,whatjusthappened?

Blessing:(smiled)ItoldyouI'dhelp

yougetDidi'sthingstotheirrightful

owners.IthinknowDidicanrestin

peace...

Ken:Howdidyouconvincethem?

They'resostubborn

Blessing:Africanscanbestubborn

onlytoacertainlevel...thereare

thingsyoucannevergowrongwith

Ken:Istilldon'tbelievethis...(shook

hishead)Blessingyoujustsolvedmy



problemsinoneday

Blessing:(laughed)Itwasn'tdonein

onedaybutyou'rewelcome,Iwas

doingitforthechildren

Hestoodupandpulledherupthen

hehuggedher...

Ken:Thankyou

Blessing:You'rewelcome

Therewasanawkwardmomentas

theylookedatoneanotherthenKen

clearedhisthroatandmovedback...



Ken:Ifyoueverneedanythingjustlet

meknow,Ioweyouone

Blessing:No,youdon't.Considerthis

myapologyforusingyou...Ireally

didn'tthinkyouweren'tfeelingthat

andibeenfeelingveryguilty

because....Menalwaysdothattous

womenandikindofunderstandhow

youfeel.I'mreallysorryformaking

youthinkI'mhelpingyouwith

expectationsmaybeiwasjusttrying

toohard...iknowmostmenlovesex

soikindofthoughtyou'dbehappyto

getitwithoutahustle.



Ken:Thanks...You'rewonderfuland

don'tfeelbad...(laughed)Youdidn't

useme...Trustmeanymanwill

appreciatesexhandedinasilver

platterwithoutaskingforit...Iwas

justgoingthroughhellthat'swhyit

wasabithardformetoconcentrate.

Blessing:Iunderstand...(sighed)Go

changethesepropertiesandplease

takecareofthem.Puttheminthe

children'snameandweshouldwork

onpublishingWickedMe,whatdo

youthink?

Ken:Definitely,I'llkeepyouupdated

onthat.



Kenwalkedhertothegateandlater

walkedbacktoBabysittingonthe

couch.Hesatdownandputheron

hislaptouchinghertinybreast

lookingather..

Ken:Weneedtotalk,I'mleavingvery

soonand...

Baby:Can'tyouschoolhere?

Ken:No,ican'tandbabeyoucan't

justshowupinmyhousewithout

tellingme...Whatificamehomewith

mycousin?Oryourdad?

Baby:I'msorry,icalledandyoudidn't



answer

Ken:IfIdon'tansweryouwaitforme

tocallbackyoudon'tcometomy

house

Baby:OK,I'msorry...Shouldileave?

Ken:(smiledandkissedher)No...

(laughed)You'resuchachild,imeant

fornexttimenotnow,comehere...

Shesatonhislapthenhepulledher

overandkissedher...

Baby:Iwanttosleepovertonight

Ken:Won'tyourmomgetangry?



Baby:I'llmakeaplan

Ken:Okaynoproblem...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthen

hestoodupandpresseddownhis

pantstakingouthisDwhileshesat

onthecouch,hestrokedhimself

rubbingitonherlipsandslidinher

mouthholdingherponytail...

Ken:(grunted)Lookatmebabe....

ShelookedupathimwithaD

stretchingherlipstothefullestthen



heslowlydrilledherlittlethroatas

shegagged...

AtSbranapsychiatrichospital....

Thesecurityofficersmiledata

certainwomanasshesmiledback

walkingoutthenshewavedatacar

drivingoutofthehospitalandit

stoppedforher...

Her:Hi...Whereareyouheaded?

Driver:Gaborone

Her:Thankyou,I'llcatchabusto



Maunfromthere.

Driver:OK...

Shegotinandclosedthedoorthen

thecartookoff....

AtArona'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonAronawalkedin

thehouseandtookoffhisuniformas

acatjumpeddownmeowingand

rubbeditselfagainsthisfootthenhe

pickeditupandstrokeditscleansoft

fur...



Arona:(softly)Heyladysmoky...

WhereisMrHohay?

Anotheronewalkedfrombeneaththe

couchandcurleditselfaroundhis

footthenheputSmokydown....

Arona:Areyouguyshungry?

Hewalkedtothekitchenandfilled

theirbowlswithcatfoodthenheput

outsideandleftthemtoeatashis

phonerang...



Arona:Hello?

Voice:Idon'tknowhowtothankyou

waitse

Arona:AnythingforDidi'skids,iloved

thatlunatic

Voice:(laughed)Thereisonemore

thingineedtonight,itstheonlything

leftthenwewillbedone

Arona:I'mlistening...

Hethrewhimselfonthebedand

laughedlisteningtoherthenLefoko

arrivedhomeandclosedthe



bedroomdoorlookingathimsmiling

talkingtothephone,heleanedover

andkissedArona'sneckashe

giggledtalkingtothephone....

Arona:Alright,seeyoutonight...

Hehungupandrolledontopof

Lefokoashepulledhimdownand

kissedhim...

Lefoko:Icouldn'tconcentrateatwork,

imissedthistightlittleass.

Arona:(giggled)Imissedyoutoo...



Hekissedhimandunzippedhis

pantsgoingdownhispantsashelaid

onhisback....

AtLolo'sOffice....

Lolo'sassistantstuckherheadinas

shewasbusytypingonthe

computer...

Her:Seeyoutomorrow

Lolo:(glancedatherwristwatch)It's

timealready...I'llhavetoworkuntil



late

Her:You'realwaysworkinguntillate

Lolo:(laughed)Bye

SheclosedthedoorandLoloburied

herselfinherworkforalmost2hours

thensheheardaknockonthedoor...

Lolo:(grabbedabottleofwaterand

drunk)Comein...

Thedooropenedasshetypedthe

lastsentenceandlookedupatthe

womanwalkinginthenshescreamed



shakingandmovedtothecorner...

Lolo:(shaking)OhmyGod....

Her:(frowned)LoloareyouOK?

Theconfusedwomanstaredather

lookingaroundforwhateverwas

scaringherthenLolograbbeda

bottleofwaterandsplashedher.She

flinchedblockingandshegrabbed

herflowervesselandsmashediton

thewoman,shefelldownandLolo

jumpedoverherinherheelsandran

outscreaming.......

*



*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

[9/4,12:10AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴116

AtLolo'sOffice....



Minuteslaterthesecurityofficerled

thewayasLoloranbehindhimher

heelsmakingthekwakwakwaecho

acrossthereception...

Lolo:Ihopeshedidn'tdisappear..

Securityman:maybeyoudidn'tsee

herproperly,itcan'tbeher

Lolo:SoyouthinkI'mhallucinating

now?

Securityman:Ofcoursenot,ididn't

meanitlikethat...



Loloremainedatthedoorastheman

walkedin,hefrownedlookingatthe

womantryingtogetupasblood

droppedonthefloorthenhetouched

herontheshoulder...

Thewomanturnedandhecameface

tofacewiththedeadwoman'sface

andalmostfellbackwardsdropping

hiscaneandwalkie-talkie..

Securityman:(screamed)Uhhh....

Heslippedandranoutalmost

bumpingintoLolowhoranofftaking



offherheelsasthedeadwoman

followedthemwithblooddropping

down...

Her:Lolo?

Theyranoffasshewalkedtowards

thegate,theothersecurityofficers

whowererelaxingonthechair

pressingtheirphonesgotalarmedas

oneoftheirowncameoutrunning

andpointingattheghostwhichwas

staggeringwithbloodonitsface...

Theothertworanwhohadseenthe



woman'sfuneralprogrammeranoff

whilethenewoneremainedstanding

lookingattheghostasitslowly

walkedoverandstoodinfrontof

him...

Her:Canyoupleasehelpme?Cani

havewatersoicanwashmyface?

I'mbleeding..

Thesecurityofficerslowlypokedher

andfinallytouchedherthensighedin

relief...

Securityofficer:Comein...



Hegrabbedherarmandhelpedher

insidewhereshewashedherface

overthesinkandwipedherfaceas

hewatchedher...

Securityman:Whoareyou?Andwhy

iseveryonerunningawayfromyou?

Kanabossdroveoutofherelikea

lunatic,Ihopeshedidn'thavean

accidentontheway....

Thewomandrunkwaterandsat

downtellinghim....



AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthateveningLoloslowlygoton

thebedinherpajamasandarobe

overherassheheldabruisepack

overherforeheadthenMayawalked

inwithaglassofwaterandhanded

herthepainkillers...

Maya:Mamaareyousure?

Lolo:Iamnotcrazy

Maya:Sowheredidshego?

Lolo:Idon'tknow,thesecurityman

whowaswithhersayssheleft.



Maya:Wow...Whatdidthepolicesay?

Lolo:(sighedandrolledhereyes)You

won'tbelievethosefoolsactually

thinkI'mcrazy,theysaywitchcraft

andspiritsarethingsthatdon'texist

withinthelaw.Theytookthecaseso

lightlyievenregrettedcallingthem

aboutthatghost

Maya:Sotheothersecuritymansays

shewasreal?

Lolo:Wecan'trelyonhimbecausehe

doesn'tknowherorthatsheisdead,

whywouldherspirithauntmeasifi

killedher?



AatilewalkedinthenLoloquickly

huggedhimandsighedtakingrefuge

inhisarmsthentheysatdown...

Aatile:Areyousureitwasher?

Lolo:Twootherguardscantestify

andthepainfulthingisthepolice

thoughtwecalledthemfornonsense,

apparentlykomolaonggagona

dipokoleditotwane

Aatile:They'reright,youcan'tcallthe

policeforaghostbecausetheydon't

existasfarasthelawisconcerned.

Lolo:Iamsoscaredrightnow....Are

allthekidshome?



Maya:YeahbutBabyisn'tandshe

isn'tansweringherphonetoo..

Lolo:GasegoreshewenttoMary's

houseagain,ishouldreallygetthis

Mary'saddress...Givememyphone

soicancallher...

Shecalledherseveraltimeswithout

gettinganyanswer....

AtKen'sHouse.....

LaterthatnightKenslowlypushed

thechildren'sbunkbedtothesitting



roomandswitchedoffthelightsthen

hejoinedBabyinthebedroomasshe

sweptwherethebedwas.

Kenopenedthewindowsandlifted

thecurtainsforthedustleaveasa

waveoffreshairwhoopedtheroom.

Hetookoffhispantsandsocksthen

helaiddown,MinuteslaterBaby

walkedinwithabowlofdesertand

joinedhimonthebed,shesatonhis

tummyandfedhimashelaiddown

holdingherwaist....



Hermedicationalarmbuzzedthen

sheswitcheditoff...

Ken:Didyoubringthem?

Baby:Iforgot,I'lldrinktomorrow...

Howisthedesert?

Ken:Iloveit...

Sheputthebowlontheheadboard

andleanedoverkissing,heflipped

herdownandkissedherlyingontop

ofher.

Sheputherarmsaroundhisneck



andkissedhimthenshepaused

lookingatthewindow.Herheart

skippedasshefrozeeyetoeyewith

aghost...

Baby:(tappedKenandpointed

whispering)Look!

Kenstoppedkissingherneckand

turnedtothewindowbuttherewas

nothing,Babygotoffthebedshaking

andalmostslippeddownopeningthe

wardrobe...

Ken:Whatisit?Whatdidyousee?I'm



confused....

Sheputonherclothesclearlyin

shockthenhegrabbedherarmed

andturnedheraround...

Ken:Whatisit?

Babyburstedintotearstellinghim

whatshesawbutappearedtodoubt

herstory...

Ken:Areyoucrazy?Areyoulistening

toyourselfrightnow?(sighed



shakinghishead)Isthisbecauseyou

skippedyourmedication?

Baby:(cryingoffended)Soyouthink

I'mlyingorcrazy?(angrily)Iknow

whatisawandI'mgoinghome...

Heopenedthedoorandlooked

outsidebuttherewasnoonethenhe

walkedbackinsideandbumpedon

Babyfullydressed...

Baby:I'mleaving

Ken:Relax

Baby:No!I'mgoinghome!



Ken:It'salmost11pm

Baby:I'llgetataxiakeryoudon't

believeme

Ken:Babysheisdead....Weburied

her,iwasthere!

Baby:(crying)AndIsawherstanding

atthewindowlookingatmerightin

theeyes,shehadbandagesonthe

head...

Ken:That'simpossible,Listentome...

Baby:I'mgoing....

Ken:Fine,I'lldriveyouhome...I'm

goingtogetmykeys...



Babysteppedoutbutthefearof

darknesspushedherbackinsideas

shewaitedforhimtofinishthenthey

left......

AtMorapedi'sHouse....

Laterthatnightthehousewasquiet

andeveryonewasasleepas

Morapedisnored...

MeanwhileBlessingcarefully

unlockeddoorandopenedforArona

whotiptoedinsideholdingthecats,

Blessinggottheotheroneandthey



walkedtowardsthebedroomsintheir

longwhitegownsanddirty

dreadlockswigswithwhitebaby

powersontheirfacesandredlips

actingasblooddripping....

Blessing:(whispered)Thisway...

Arona:(whisperedback)Whatdoi

sayagain?Kelebetse

Blessing:(whispered)Sayyouknow

aboutthemoneyshehidatthecattle

post,youknowwheresheburied

Didi'smoneyandsheshouldreturnit

backtothefatherofDidi'schildren

beforethingsstarthappening...



Arona:

Blessing: ...

MeanwhileMorapediturnedaround

scratchinghisfaceandchewingstill

asleepasheputhisarmaround

Kedibonye,shemovedhisheavy

handassheopenedhereyestotwo

scaryfiguresstandingbythebed.

Hereyeswidenedasshequietly

slappedherhusbandwhostopped

snoringandpausedlookingatthe

twofigures...



Acatmeowedjumpingonthebed

andtheybothrolledbackfallingon

theothersideofthebedasthefigure

slowlywalkedbackwards....

Voice:(creepymalevoice)Keitseko

oepetsengteemadi...Abuse.....A

buse...Aaaboe.....(shakyvibrating

voice)Mmmmmhhhh......Mhhhhhhh

Thelittlecatmeowedoncemoreas

thebiggeronengaodmakingthe

wholehouseevencreepier.Thelights

cameonasAriannastoodatthedoor



shakinglikealeafandthetwo

figuresgrinnedatherwithwhite

facesandblooddripping,sheran

downthepassageastheyslowly

followedherbutsheslippeddown

comingfacetofacewithDidi,she

hadabloodybandagearoundher

forehead...

Arianna:(eyespopped)

Haaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

ShemeltedasBlessingandArona's

heartsskippedstaringatDidi,they

screamedthrowingawaythecats



andbumpedonMorapediand

Kedibonyewhoalsogottheshockof

theirlivesrunningbackinside...

Arona:(screaming)Jesuslordplease

forgiveme....OhLordJesus...I'll

repentandneverlookatanotherman

again..

Blessing:(screaming)DidiI'msorry

forsleepingwithKenbutIhelped

yourkidssoyoursoulcanrestin

peace.I'msorry

Kedibonye:(turnedtothe"ghosts")

Bolesing?

Morapedi:(pointedatDidi)Whois



that?Isthatoneofyoutoo?Why

doesshelooklikeDidi?

Didiquietlystaredatthepiledina

cornerastearsfilledhereyes,she

swallowedandonetearsrandown

hercheekasshestoodtherelooking

atthem....

Ariannawalkedfrombehindherand

sprinkledherwithsaltandholywater..

Arianna:Fire!Fire!



Didirubbedherwetfacelooking

downaswaterflowedonthetilethen

shecoveredherfacewithbothhands

andburstintotears.Kedibonye's

innersenseskickedandshestepped

overtearfullyandhuggedherasDidi

criedevenmorelyingherheadonher

mother'sshoulder......

Didi:(crying)Mama....Pleasedon'tlet

go...Justholdme...(hiccup)Tellme

youlovemeandyouwerehappythe

dayyoudeliveredme...Tellmeyou

lovemeevenifnobodylovesme.



Kedibonye'stearsrolleddownasshe

rubbedDidi'stearsandkissedher

foreheadthenshehuggedheragain

aseveryonetearfullywatched.......

Don'tforgettoclickonLikeanddrop

acommentbelow,goodnight

family.....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtMorapedi'sHome.....

EveryonestaredatDidiquietly

listeningtoherstoryinsilence...



Didi:Idon'trememberanythingelse

exceptwakingupinMarina,they

explainedtomethatihadbrain

traumabecauseofoxygen

deprivationwhateverthatmeans.I

couldn'tremembermuch,ididn't

knowmynameandtheysaid

accordingtomyhospitalrecordsi

wasTanyaradwaChindiyaurabut

theycouldn'tunderstandwhyiwas

fluentinSetswanaiftheseweremy

names,somesaidsomeforeigners

arefluentbutididn'thaveapassport

orpapersandthepersonwho

apparentlybroughtmeto

Letsholathebehadnotsighed



anythingandthereportsaidihad

caughtfireatworkorsomething

alongthoselines,itwasn'tclearand

thepersonwhobroughtjust

disappearedandthepolicethought

maybeitwasbecauseiwasanillegal

immigrantandthebossprobably

knewthathiringsomeonewithout

papersisanoffence.Icouldonly

believewhattheytoldmebecausei

didn'tknowanythingtheniwas

referredtoSbranaPsychiatric

hospitalwhereistayedforseveral

daysgoingforsessionswhile

doctorstriedtohelpmeregainmy

memory.Istartedrememberingbits



andpiecesuntiliremembered

everythingthathadhappened.Iwas

intearsbecauseicouldn'tbelievei

surviveddeathandtwicenowandall

icouldthinkaboutwashowZaneand

Faithtookmydisappearance...When

iarrivedipassedbyLolo'sofficebut

shealmostkilledme,everyonekept

runningandiwasgettingscared

thinkingmaybeI'mreallyTanyaradwa

andnotDidintle...Itwasabit

confusingbuticonvincedmyselfon

thewaythatmaybetheythoughti

wasdead.Iwenttomyhousebutit

waslockedsoIwenttoKen'sHouse,

hecouldn'tseemebuthisvisitorsaw



meandgotscared.Iwastoohurtto

facehimsoileftandcamehere

thinkingmaybemysupposeddeath

wouldhavetriggeredmymother's

love,maybeafterfindingoutIwas

deadshehadregretsandwishedshe

couldhavelovedmebetter...Maybe

shesaidtoherselfifihadanother

chancewithDidiI'dlovemylittlegirl

morebutinsteadicomeinhereand

findpeoplefightingovermy

properties.

Arona:(turnedtoBlessing)You

forgottoletmeknowyousleptwith

Ken,whyamihearingaboutthisnow?

Whichmeansyoutrickedmeand



usedmemakingmethinkI'mhelping

myfriend'schildrenkantewenale

Kenareplanningtogetthewealth.

Soyouintentionallyliedaboutthe

identityofthewomanwhowas

buried?Kanagorayagoreyouknew

itwasn'therbutlied...

Blessing:Ididn'tlie,thatwomanhad

burns,shewasburned....Theface

wasconfusingatfirstbecauseshe

wasburnedonthecheekandabit

swollenbutonceIsawherbodyI

thoughtitwasherbecauseDidionce

gotburnedtoo.

Arona:Kantewhywasn'tanybody

elsecalled?AnyonewhoknewDidi



likemeorLolobecauseidon'ttrust

thisKenmananymore

Blessing:AndDidiisweartoGod,

Kendidn'tknowanything...Hestill

thinksyou'redeadandhewas

crying...(tearfully)Thatmancriedfor

you,yourchildrencriedandKenwas

terrible...Ithoughtifigavehimsex

hewouldfeelbetterbutbecausei

washelpinghimgetyourthingsbo

mamabaganagonerlaboZanehe

thoughtifhedidn'tsleepwithmeI'd

nothelphim.ilaterfoundoutko

moragowhenhewastellingmewhat

wedidwaswrongandhewanted

nothingtodowithmeinthatmanner.



Istilltookituponmyselftomake

surethechildrengetwhat'stheirsso

iaskedAronaandheagreed...wegot

hiscatsandigavehimthekeysto

thehouses.HedidhisthingandKen

gotthechildren'spropertynowtoday

iwantedthetoreturnthemoneythey

buriedatthecattlepost.Ididitallfor

thechildrenandyesmaybebecausei

feltguiltyfordoingthattoKenbuti

promiseyouthatmanhasnofeelings

formeanditakefullresponsibility

fortakingadvantageofhisgrief.He

wasatotalmesscryinglikealittle

boy...HelovesyouDidi.

Arianna:Andjusttobehonestionly



tookyourhousebecausemamatold

meto

Didi:Arianna...Please....Please

don't....Youneverlikedmeand

suddenlyyoustayinmyhouse?

Don't....Don't

Kedi:Didi...Iwaskeepingthose

thingsfor-

Blessing:(angrily)Mamakooreha

okaamogelaphosoyagagowaikopa

maitshwarelogokareng?Didijust

surviveddeathandyou'regoingtolie

toherinsteadofstartingafresh?Why

lie?What'swrongwithadmittingyour

mistakesandapologising?What's



wrongwithcorrectingyourself?Look

ather....Shehasbeenthroughhell

justtocomeandsaymamatellme

youlovemenowyou'resayingthat?

Whenareyouevergoingtoloveher?

Whydoyouhatehersomuch.Igrew

upinthisdisgustingfamilynot

understandingwhyshewas

separatedfromuslivinglikea

destitutewithgrandma.

Arianna:Olopelaforgivenessne?If

you'resuchalovingsisterwhydid

yousleepwithhermanhuh?

Blessing:Atleastithoughtshewas

deadandiknewI'dtakecareofthose

childrenbetterthananyoneinher



presence.Itwaswrongbutatthe

timebecauseshewasdeadtomeit

feltlikeitwastherightdecisionand

thankGodherejectedmebecause

thingswouldbecomplicatedhadwe

starteddating.Thatmanlovesyou

Didi,hedoesn'twantanyonebutyou

andheisgoingtojumpforjoywhen

heseesyou...

Didi:Hewon't,Whereismyphone?

Blessing:Itswithhim

Didi:(stoodup)Mayihavethekeys

tomyhouse?

Blessing:They'rewithKen

Arona:Icamewithmycar,Icantake



youthereandbacktoyourhouse.

Didi:Thanks...

Sherubbedhertearandstoodupas

Blessingfollowedthem....

Blessing:DidiI'msorryfor-

Didi:(turnedaround)It'sokay,i

forgiveyou...Youdidn'tknowiwas

aliveandmaybeyou'dtakecareof

mychildrenbetterthaneveryone

becauseiknowyou'reagoodperson.

Ifiwasreallydeaditwouldn'thave

beenwrongbutI'mnotdeadandit

changeseverything...Idon'thateyou



andiunderstandyourreasonsbut

thingswillalwaysbeawkward

betweenusandiwon'twanttosee

youagainknowingyoutastedthe

manilove...Don'tgetmewrong,I

don'thateyouijustdon'twantyouto

remindmeofsomethingiwantto

forget.ThistimeIwantpeaceinmy

lifenothingmore....Goodnight....

ShefollowedArona....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthatnightBabyknockedon



Maya'swindowseveraltimesuntil

shefinallygotup,meanwhileAatile

andLologotandlookedatone

another...

Aatile:IsthatBaby?

Lolo:Yesandidon'tthinkthisMaryis

agirl

Aatile:Canshereallyhavea

boyfriend?Sheissoyoung

Lolo:Onlyinyoureyes,remember

anotherman's16yearoldoncewas

oldenoughforyoutosleepwith

Aatile:(offended)Thanksforthe

flashback,Dammit!Didyouhaveto



saythat?(puttingonhist-shirt)iam

achangedman

Lolo:babeididn'tsayyou'renot...

Comehere,kissmama

Aatile:Don'tdothatagain...

Hekissedherandwalkedoutasshe

followedhimthentheypaused

lookingatBabyandMayatiptoeing,

shewasinalarget-shirtholdingher

shoesandclothestoherchest...

Aatile:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Baby:(swallowed)Iwaswithmy



friendJulia,itoldmama

Lolo:Julia?Didn'tyousayhername

isMary?

Baby:HerothernameisMary

Aatile:Givemeyourphone,iwantto

seeMary

Babyquietlyputherphonebehindher

backandwalkedinherroomasthey

followedher..

Lolo:You'redisrespectful,howdo

youcomehomeatthistimewhen

yourownparentsarsleeping?What



kindofachilddoesthat?

Aatile:Karemphaphone

Maya:Babyakooisephone

Baby:Iamnotgivinganyonemy

phone,itsmyprivacy.

Aatile:Whatdidyousay?Karetisa

phoneeo

Baby:No

Aatile:Whoset-shirtisthis?

Baby:Canipleasegetsomesleep?

Whyiseveryoneactinglikeikilled

someone?Iwaswithafriend!

Aatile:Isaidgivemethatphoneand

unlockitifithasapassword,Iwon't



askyouagain.

Baby:I'mnotgivingyoumyphone

andyou'renotmyfather,youcan't

forcemetodosomethingIdon't

wanttodo

Lolo:(tearfully)Ican'tbelieveyou

talkedtoyourfatherlikethat

Baby:Don'tevengetstartedwithme,

iamherebecauseofyou...IamHIV

positivebecauseyoucouldn'tbe

satisfiedwithyourman,youhadto

gotoDubaiandleavemebehind.

Don'tactlikesuchagoodmother

justbecausenowitsuitsyou.You

gotkeraped



Aatile:Don'ttalktoyourmotherlike

that

Baby:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou,you're

notmyfather

Lolowalkedoutandburstintotears

asshewalkedoutthenMayaran

afterherasAatileremainedstanding

therelookingather...

Aatile:IneverthoughtI'dhearyou

saythatI'mnotyourfather.ThewayI

loveyou,iloveyoumorethan

everyoneinthishouse...(tearfully)I

can'tevenbeatyoubutifitwasMaya



orevenAgathaI'dhavelongwhipped

thembutbecauseitsyouithurtsso

much.Itbreaksmyheartbecause

you'remydearestandisweartoGod

ififindoutwhereyousleptI'mgoing

tokillthatboy.Heisgoingtoprison

becausehedoesn'tloveyouifhecan

letyousleepoverleavingyour

medicationbehind.Iamverysadand

disappointedinyoubaby....I'mvery

sad.

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedin

theirbedroomwhereLolowassitting

onthebedwithMaya...



Aatile:Mayait'sokay,I'lltakeitfrom

here.Gotobed...

Maya:Goodnightmama...

Shewalkedoutthenhehuggedher

asshecriedonhisshoulder.....

Aatile:I'msorry...Ithinksheneeds

counselling

Lolo:Sheisjustdisrespectful,didyou

hearher?

Aatile:Iknow,iheardeverybitofthat.

I'lltalktoasocioworkerandhave



thissortedout...Sheisjustangry

Lolo:Babyhaelegorekemosadia

ntswelakaKgoro,Iwon'tlethertalk

tomeoryoulikethat,doessheeven

knowmuchyoufoughtforherand

didyourbesttoraiseherproperly?

Aatile:Let'stakeherforcounselling,

noneofusisHIVpositivewemight

bemissingsomething.Maybewe

don'tunderstand

Lolo:HIVpositivepeopledon'tgo

aroundinsultingpeople

Aatile:Shegothersinthemost

horrificway,sheisangryatyou,me,

herself,theworldandevenGod!Can



youblameher?

Lolo:Iguessnot...

Aatile:I'mhurttoobutlet'stry

anotherapproach

Lolo:Okay...

Theykissedandhugged.....

AtKen'sHouse....

AlittleaftermidnightAronaparkedin

frontofthehousebutthecarwasn't

thereanymore...



Didi:Thecarisgone,gorayagoreo

duoe

Arona:I'msorrythatheisdropping

offagirlinyourcar

Didi:It'sokay...

DidilookedatArona'swhitefaceand

redlipsticklookinglikebloodthen

shesmiledandshookherhead

lookingoutsidethecar....

Arona:(laughed)What?

Didi:(laughed)Youlookscary...

Arona:(laughed)Thethingswedofor



ourgirlfriends

Didi:Thanks,itmeansalot

ThecurtainsmovedasZanelooked

outsidethroughthewindowthen

Faithjoinedhim,Didigasped

coveringhermouththensheopened

thedoorbutAronapulledherbackin

thecarandswitchedoffthelightsin

thecar..

Arona:Areyoutryingtogiveyour

childrenaheartattack?Theythink

you'redead....Youcan'tjustshowup,

therehastobeaproperway.Kenas



toexplaintothemeverythingthat

happenedbeforeyoucanmeetthem

Didi:(sighedandleanedback)Okay...

Okay.....

Kendrovethroughthegateand

parkednexttothecarthenArona

adjustedtheseatlayingDididown

andsteppedoutrubbingoffthebaby

powderandlipstick...

Arona:Hi,itsmeit'sArona....I'm

sorryaboutthiswhitestuffonmy

face...wewereprankingsomeone...

Ken:(lockedthecar)Whatareyou



doingatmyhouse?

Arona:Thereissomethingihaveto

tellyoubutyouhavetosit..

Ken:I'mnotlettingyouinmyhouse

lookinglikethat?Isthisanother

prank?

Arona:Didiisalive,theymixedupthe

paperworkatLetsholathe

Ken:Alright(pointedtothegate)get

thehellout

Arona:I'mserious

Ken:Areyoutheonewhowas

standingbythewindowearlier

scaringmygirlfrien-



Didisteppedoutofthecarand

slammedthedoorthenhestopped

talkingandstaredather,awhole

minutepassedashestaredather

thenheexhaledrubbinghisfaceand

pacedbackandfourth.Hesquatted

andfinallysatagainstthecartyre....

Ken:OhGod....

Arona:Theymixedupthepaperwork

andshehasbeeninSbranabecause

shehadadifficulttimeremembering

things.Shefinallygainedhermemory

andgotreleased.Idon'tknowhow



theydidn'tfindoutshewascertified

deadbutheresheis....

Hestoodupandtookadeepbreath

lookingatherthenheturnedback

andcoveredhisfacetearfullyas

Aronanarratedthewholething...

Ken:Fuck!Ohshit....Andislept

with.....(swallowed)OhGod,No.....

Thisianothappening...

Heturnedaroundandfacedheras

shetearfullylookedathim...



Didi:Ijustneedmyhousekeysand

phonerightnow,um....Youhave

tonightorthemorningtoexplain

everythingtothekids.I'dliketomeet

themverysoon...I'mnolonger

drinkingoraddictedtopills.Itsbeen

abitdifficultbutI'mgood....

Kenslowlykneltbeforeherandheld

herhands...

Ken:I'msorrythatyouhadtosee

that....

Didi:It'syourbusiness,weweren't



togethersoyoudon'towemean

explanation.

Ken:IsleptwithBlessing

Didi:Kenstop,youdidwhatyou

wantedanditsokay.Iwasn'twithyou

beforeallthese.Pleasegivemethe

keys...

Hestoodupandhuggedhertightly

asshehuggedhimclosinghereyes

thenheturnedandsoftlykissedher,

shereluctantlymovedbackand

foldedherarms...

Ken:I'msorry



Didi:It'sokay...Mphadikey

Hewalkedinthehouseandcameout

withthekeys,Faithfollowedhimbut

hereturnedherandclosedthedoor.

Ken:Youcanhavethecartoo

Didi:No,it'sokay.Aronawilldropme

off...

Ken:Okay...

Hehuggedheragainindisbeliefand

kissedhercheekthenshepulled

backandsmiled...



Arona:I'mnotgettingahug?I

mean....Ipracticallyhelpedyou

Ken:Youwantahugfromme?

Arona:Yes

Didi:(laughed)Canwepleasego?

Ken:Areyougay?

Arona:Uhdaa

Ken:(angrily)That'sdisgusting,don't

evertalktome...

Aronalaughedandgotinthecarthen

theydroveoff...



Didi:(laughed)Hehatesgaysyou'll

getpunched

Arona:(laughed)Icantell.…that's

whyIsaiditandididn'twanthim

thinkingI'msleepingwithyou,hei

gakebategobetswammaKeno

bogale.I'dratherheknowsI'mgay

thanthinkingI'mchallenginghimka

mosadiwagagwe

Didi:I'mnothiswoman

Arona:HoneyItoldyounotto

pretendwithme,iknowyoubetter

thanyouknowyourself.

Didi:Hemovedonandwithayoung

beautifullittlegirl.I'mnotgoingto



standonthewayofthat.

Arona:Iunderstand...Hemovedon

tooquickleene

Didi:Hehasbeensinglefor5years

now.I'msureheneededsomeone...I

understandwhyhedidwhathedid

butIwishhehadfoundsomeone

olderbecausethisonewillgethimin

troublebutican'tsayanything

becauseI'llappeartobejealousso

I'mnotgettinginvolvedinhisprivate

life.

Arona:That'sprobablyagoodidea.....

Atthesocialworker'soffice....



ThenextmorningLoloparkedthecar

justastheotheryoungwomanwas

gettingoutofthecarwithababyon

boardstickerontheback.Shewas

dressedinformalwearandlooked

quitesmartwithastraightweave

thathadbeenperfectlyblendedwith

hernaturalhair,shegrabbedher

handbagandbottleofwaterthen

closedthedoorandcatwalkedtothe

officesasLolofollowedher...

Lolo:Goodmorning...

Her:(turnedandsmiled)Good



morning...

Lolo:I'mlookingforasocialworker,

anyonewhocantalktoateenager

withchildhoodproblemsandstuff

likethat

Her:Followme...

Theywalkedinthensheunlockedher

officeandputeverythingdown...

Her:Haveaseat...

Lolo:(sighedandsat)Thankyou.....

Her:MynameisKamogelo,iamone

ofthesocialworkershere...(smiled)i



amnewhere...I'mfreshoutofschool

andIspecialiseintroubledchildren

andchildrenfromvulnerable

backgrounds,thesearechildrenwho

havebeensexuallyassaulted,

molested,physicallyabusedandall

those.

Lolo:Soicametotherightperson

Kamo:(laughed)Iguessyoucould

saythat,theresthavetheirfieldstoo

buttherearemoreexperienced

socialworkersicouldalsoreferyou

tothoseifyouwish.

Lolo:No,ithinkIlikeyou

Kamo:(laughed)Thankyou,tellme



aboutyourteenager

Lololeanedbackandnarrated

everythingasKamogelolistened...

Kamo:IthinkIlikeyourdaughter,she

isbraveandyou'rebraveforraising

herthroughsuchdifficulties.Iknow

howharditistoraiseachildwithout

theirfather'shelp.Ihaveadaughter

whohasneverseenherfather

Lolo:Idon'tknowwhymendothat

Kamo:Themostembarrassingthing

aboutmineisthatididn'tknowhim,i

wasjustachild.Ididn'tknowmuch.



Hetookmyvirginityandgotme

pregnantallonthesamedaysotrust

meiunderstandwhereyou'recoming.

(tookoutherappointmentbook)So

I'llseeBabyMayarightafterlunch

Lolo:Sheisn'tatschool.Shegot

burnedandwasgivenatwoday

leave

Kamo:Perfectthenshecancomeat

10am,I'dliketoseethefathertoo.

Hereiswhatwearegoingtodo...I

needtoknowwhatyoudon'tlike,i

needtohearfromtheFathertooand

thenI'lltalktohertohearhersideof

thestoryandhowsheseesthings.By

talkingtobothparentsillbeableto



tellifyoureallyunderstandherbythe

timeshetellsmeherviews

Lolo:Noproblematall...

Kamo'sphonerang....

Kamo:(smiled)Mayi?

Lolo:(smiled)Please

Kamo:Hello?....Howdidshefall?....

No....Okay,I'llpassbyandpickher.

Thankyou.(shehungupandsighed)

Haegatwengwanaoole

Lolo:(stood)I'msosorry...Anyways

letmegocollectthattroublemaker



Kamo:Seeyouat10...

Lolo:Bye...

Theybothwalkedout......

AtDidi'sHouse.....

OnthesamemorningDidislowly

openedherwardrobeandfittedafew

ofherclothesasmanywere

missing...Mostofherelegantclothes

weremissing....

Sheheardthedoorbellandquickly



walkeddownstairsanxioustosee

herchildren,sheopenedthedoor

thenFaithjumpedonherarmsas

sheburstedintotearsswingingher

around....

Didi:OhGodI'msorry

Faith:Imissedyoumama

Zanestoodatthedoorlookingather

thenshesmiledandopenedherarm...

Didi:Zane?

Zane:(tearfully)Whydidyoudoit?



Didi:Ididsomethingwrongandi

thoughtyourfatherandeveryone

wouldbeangry,igotscared.I'msorry

Zane:Soitwasn'tbecauseirefused

tosleepover?

Didi:No,ofcoursenot...Never

Heranoverandhuggedhercrying

thenshekissedhisforeheadand

droppedtears...

Didi:Ican'tbelieveyoulivedwith

suchguiltforsolong.I'msorry...



Kenwalkedoverandhuggedallof

themandkissedDidi'sforehead

sighinginrelief.Theyhuggedfora

fewminutesthenheletgoofthem

andmovedbackthoughtfullystaring

ather...

Ken:OhmyGod.....

Sheturnedandlookedathimashe

puthishandstogetherlookingather..

Didi:what?

Ken:Heansweredmyprayers...



(laughedindisbelief)OhmyGod....i

prayedcryingaskingGodtobringyou

backandyou'rehere....Imeanlike

you'rehere....

Didi:Okay

Ken:(lookeduppointingandsmiled)

You'reawesome.....ThankyouGod!

Zane:(laughedandlookedupthenhe

screamed)ThankyouGod!

Didi:(laughed)Okayguysthisis

creepy

Faith:(screamed)ThankyouGod!

Ken:ThankyouGod



Zanerantothestairsandsang

snappinghisfingers..

Zane:(snapping)

OurGodisanawesomeGodhe

reigns

Fromheavenabovewithwisdom,

powerandlove

OurGodisanawesomeGod

OurGodisanawesomeGodhe

reigns

Fromheavenabovewithwisdom,

powerandlove



OurGodisanawesomeGod

Kenputhisarmaroundhisshoulder

andjoinedinastheysangforher

whileshesmiledcarryingFaith...

Ken:(smiled)Thankyou...Thereisa

churchservicetonight,willyoujoin

us?I'mnotaskingyoutotakeme

back,ijustwantyoutobetherewhen

ithankGod.

Zane:Pleasecome...(tearfully)Iwant

tosingaspecialforGodandiwant

youtoclaphandsformewhenI'm

done...Don'tsayno



Didi:(smiledtearfully)Howcanisay

no,ioweyouguys...I'llbethere...

Theyhuggedherasshesmiledand

rubbedoffhertears...

Didi:Keniwantyoutohaveyour

father'sthingsback,they'renotmine.

Ken:Clearlyyoulostyourmind,I'm

nottakinganything.

Zane:(laughed)Giveherabreak,she

justwokefromthedead.Shestillhas

dustinthehead

Didi:(laughedandslappedhim)Zane?



Keaswagapelesalalelela.

Ken:Canweallgoforadrive?Justto

celebrate..

Faith:Yeiiloveadrive

Zane:Let'sgo...

Helateropenedthedoorforher,she

gotinandheclosedthedoorthen

theydroveoffasthekidschatted

excitedlyattheback.MeanwhileKen

glancedatDidiandkeptdriving...

Ken:AboutBaby

Didi:It'snoneofmybusiness



Ken:I'mdonewithher,iwaswrong.I

grievedintheworstwaypossible

Didi:Pleasestop,idon'twanttohear

aboutyourslattishbehaviour

Ken:Thereismygirl!Iknewyouwere

intheresomewhere...

Didi:(tookadeepbreath)I'mnot

doingthis,thekidsarehappyandI'm

happy.

Ken:Theslatishappytoo...

Didi:(laughed)Mxm

Helaughedandgrabbedherhand

thenhekisseditandcontinued



driving....

Ken:I'mgoingtoschoolinOklahoma,

willyoucomewithmeandthekids?

Didi:What?

Ken:Yesorno?Willyoucomewith

me?

Didilookedinhiseyesandsighed

thenshelookedoutside...

Didi:Ican'tbewithyouKen.Sorry

Heswallowedandquietlydrovethen



pulledoverandsteppedout,he

pacedaroundforawhileastheyall

waitedinthecarthenhegotbackin

andjoinedtheroad...

Zane:Areyouokay?

Ken:YeahbuddyI'mgood...Don't

everfallinlove...You'llbe

disappointedandhurt

Zane:Whatdoyoumean?

Ken:Nevermind....

Heturnedupthemusicand

continueddriving.....



AtKamogelo'sOffice.....

Laterthatmorninganothersocial

workerescortedBabyandher

parentsintheoffice...

Her:Shewillbewithyouinashort

while,herdaughterisn'twellso

maybeshewillpostpone

Lolo:Thankyou

Aatile:Thankyou...

TheyalltookaseatasBabysighed



withanattitudethenKamowalkedin

holdingherdaughter'shand.Aatile's

heartskippedashelookedatKamo

thenhiseyesfellonherdaughter.

ShewasthespittingimageofMaya

whenshewaslittle...

Lolo:Hi..

Kamo:Hi...Sorryforkeepingyou

waiting...

Sheputherdaughteronherchairand

pulledherappointmentbook...



Kamo:Mightyyoudidn'tsaygood

morningtopeople,whatdowesay

whenwemeetpeople?

Shesmiledscratchingherbunsand

lookedatthem...

Mighty:Hello?

Lolo:(smiled)Hi...Bathohatshwana

leMayajaanakanagaatshwanele

eneBaby?

Baby:(laughed)Sheevenhasthe

samechindimpleasMaya



Aatileswallowedlookingatthelittle

girlandlookedatKamowho

ignorantlywrotesomethingdownlike

asifshedidn'tknowhim...

Kamo:Okay,mynameisKamo

Lolo:Wealreadymet...

Baby:MynameisMayaJohnson

Aatile:(rubbedhisnoselookingdown)

IamAatileJohnson

Kamo:(staringathim)Nicetomeet

youMrJohnsonandMaya,butijust

gotadayoffasyoucanseemy

daughterburstedalipandsoihave

totakeherhome.I'llseeyou



tomorrowat9am,willthatbeokay?

Lolo:Noproblem

Kamo:Baby?

Baby:Maa?

Kamo:Retaabuakamosonnaka

autwa?Oskantshaba,ihavebeen

throughalotinlife.Iamnotjusta

socialworkerformoneyIdoitwith

passionbecauseiknowwhatagirl

childgoesthroughatthehandsof

heartlessmen.

Baby:(smiled)Thankyou

Kamo:Kamosobagolo..

Lolo:Kamoso...



Theyallwalkedoutasshewalked

behindthemwithherdaughter,their

carswereparkednexttoeachother

againassheopenedthedoorforher

daughter....

Mighty:Momcanirideinthefront?

Kamo:No,anditwillalwaysbeno.I

don'twanttoloseyou..

Mighty:Uhmanineedadadinmy

lifeyouknow,maybehewouldsay

yes

Kamo:(laughed)Whatevergetinthe

car...



Lolo:(closingthedoor)Omo

mathatengha

Kamo:(laughed)Heelamma!Leha

molomoothubegilehelagaahokotse

gobua

Aatileclosedhisdoorandsighedas

Kamoreversedhershinycarand

droveoff..

Lolo:areyouokay?Whyareyounot

driving?

Aatile:(cleared)Okay...



Hedroveoutoftheparkinglotand

joinedtheroad.

Ontheroad....….

MinuteslaterAatileparkedparallelto

Kenastheywaitedforthegreenlight,

herolleddownthewindowand

smiled...

Aatile:Eita

Ken:(turned)Ya....



LoloturnedasDidileanedforward

lookingatthem,theirJawsdropped

andeyespopped....

Baby:(screamed)OhmyGod....

(pointed)Theresheis.….sheis

lookingatme....Didiislookingat

me....Kennaistheonewhoslept

withme,itsnotmyfault.Youhaveto

stopfollowingme...

LoloandAatileturnedandlookedat

herasKenlickedhislipsandstepped

ontheacceleratordrivingthroughthe

redlightascarsbkewtheirhorns.



Didi:Whatareyoudoing?

Ken:(lookedinthemirror)Zanebelt

up...

Herolledupthewindowsanddrove

offasAatilebithislowerlipandran

throughtheredlightfollowinghim,

heovertookthetwocarsbetween

themasLoloquicklyputonherseat

belt...

Lolo:Kenmolestedyou?Isthat

whereyouwerelastnight?



Baby:(crying)DidanyoneseeDidi

sittingontheotherseat?Sheis

hauntingme.ShethinksiwantKen....

Heistheonewhokissedmeand

sleptwithme.

Lolo:Shecametomyofficeand-

Aatileswungthecardrivingnextto

Kenasothercarsranoutoftheroad

almostcausingaccidents...

Aatile:(angrily)Pulloverbeforeihit

yourcar,gaketshabegogothulao

nalebanamoteng

Ken:You'rejumpingintoconclusions



Aatile:Wassheinyourhouselast

night?

Didi:(angrily)Pulloverbeforeyouget

mykidsinjured,now!

Lolo:(lookingattheoncomingtruck)

Aatilestopthis,hehaschildrenin

there...getoutofthewaythereisa

truckcoming....Stopit,letthepolice

dealwithhim

Aatileglancedatthetruckandangrily

swungthesteeringwheelhitting

Ken'scaronthesideastheyboth

rolledoutoftheroadanddrove

throughascreenwallcrushingonthe



house.

Glassesshutteredandtheairbagsof

bothcarsdeflatedwithalittlesmoke

comingfromthebonnetsasafew

brickscollapsedonbothcars.....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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Kenpushedtheairbagoffandtried

tostartthecarbutitcouldn'tstart

thenheshookDidi'sshoulderand

lookedatthechildren,Zanetriedto

removetheseatbeltasKentouched



Faith'sface...

Ken:Faith?Faith?Zanecanyoutryto

openyourdoorandgetout?

Zane:Okay...

Zaneopenedthedoorandstepped

outsneezingthenhetriedtoopenfor

hisfatherbutthedoorwouldn'topen..

Ken:itsokay,gowaitoverthere..

Kenturnedandstartedkickingthe

dooruntilitopenedthenhestepped



outwhileDidislowlygotupand

turnedlookingback...

Didi:Faith?Issheokay?

KengotFaithoffthecarseatand

walkedawayfromthehousecarrying

herasshecoughedandstarted

crying...

Zane:(runningbehindhim)Isshe

okay?

Ken:Shewillbefine,comestaywith

her...



NeighbourswalkedoverasKenput

Faithdownandinspectedher...

Ken:Faithcanyoushowmewhereit

hurts?

Faith:(pointedatherneck)Here

Zane:Minetoo

Ken:Staywithherokay?

Zane:Okay...

Kenranbacktothecarandhelped

Didigetoutthroughthedriversside.

BystandersranovertoAatile'ssmall



car,thewholefronthadshrunkand

bothofthemappearedtobebleeding.

Kenopenedthebackdoorand

removedBaby'sseatbeltasmore

peoplehelpedopenthefrontdoors....

Babyopenedhereyesgrinningin

Ken'sarmsashecarriedheracross

theyardandlaidherdownpullingher

skirtdown...

Baby:(crying)Isawheragain...

Ken:ShhhBabylistentome.Sheis



notdeadanditsalongstory.You

needtostopactinglikeachild.What

didyousaytoAatile?

Baby:Ididn'tmeantosayit,itjust

cameoutbecauseiwasscared...I'm

sorry

Ken:Youhavetochangeit....

Rememberwhatitoldyouaboutthis

wholething?Youcan'ttellpeople

aboutthis,Whatchangedforyouto

tellthem?

Baby:I'msorry...(grunted)Uhmyarm

ispainful...

Ken:(grabbedhercheekroughly)

Babylistentomekareyouhaveto



changeyourstory...wearenot

together

Baby:I'llchangeit...

Helethergoandcarefullylaidher

headonthegroundthenhe

inspectedher...

Ken:Isyourarmtheonlypainfulthing?

Baby:Andmyneck....

Ken:Okay,don'tmoveyourneckuntil

theambulancegetshere.

Baby:Okay...(crying)I'msorry,ididn't

meantodisappointyou.



Ken:It'sokayAngel...Iunderstand

I'mnotangrywithyou...(touchedher

cheek)I'mgoingbacktothekids

Baby:Arewestilltogether?Ican't

loseyou

Ken:Wecan'ttalkaboutthatnow,

stayhere...Icanheartheambulance

approaching...

Baby:Okay...Iloveyou...

Ken:Iloveyoutooangel,you'llbe

fineokay?I'dkissyoubutyour

parentsarehere...

Baby:Okay

Ken:I'llcheckonyouagain,I'm

coming...



Standingbetweenbothkidswithher

armsaroundthemDidiwatchedhim

talkingtoBabyandaffectionately

touchingherfacethenhewalked

overtothemandcheckedthekids

again....

Ken:Aretheyokay?

Didi:Yeah...(lookingathim)Isyour

girlfriendokay?

Ken:(embarrassedhelookeddown)

Yeah,sheisfine...(anawkward

momentpassed)I'llbeback..



Hejoinedthemenastheypulledthe

doorsandfinallyopenedlettingthem

out,thepoliceandtheambulance

arrivedwhileotherpeoplewalkedin

thehousetocheckifanyonewas

home....

Man:Thesesmallfongkongcarsare

useless,seehowthebigonetook

this...Ifthebricksdidn'tbreakthe

windshielditwouldbeintactlike

nothinghappened

Man2:Thesesmallcarsarejusta

risk....Everyoneinthebigcarisfine

balebonetheyarebleeding..



Man4:Isthereanyoneinthehouse?

Man2:itlookslikethereisnoone

home...

Thepolicearrivedandsecuredthe

scenewithatape...

Officer:Gentlemenpleasegetoutof

thehouseyou'renotsupposedtobe

alloverthescenelikethatlebatang

kontongjaanong?

Man:Wewerejustcheckingifmaybe

someonewashomeandgotinjured

Officer:Pleasestepout...



Theywalkedoutastheparamedics

securedLoloonthestretcherwhile

othersattendedAatilewhocould

barelytalkthroughtheexcruciating

pain...

Lolo:(grunted)Babyokae?Babyo

kae?

Man:Ifyoumeanyourdaughtershe

isovertheregettingattended,she

doesn'thaveanyseriousinjurybut

thehospitalwillconfirmthatafter

moreexams

Lolo:Okay...



Theyputallthreeoftheminthe

ambulanceanddroveoffthen

anotherpolicecardroveKenand

everyonetothehospital.....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronMayaappliedmakeupon

herselfandsprayedasettingspray

onherfaceclosinghereyesand

fannedherselfthenshestoodup

fixinghercroppedbowtietop

showingherbeautifulcleave.She

swungherhipspullingdownhersexy



skirtandgrabbedhandbagasher

phonerang...

Maya:Hello?

Voice:HithisisJasminefromThe

ElegantWoman.

Maya:(smiled)Ohthankyouso

much,ireceivedtheclothesand

they'rebeautiful...(sheturnedaround

lookingathergorgeousfigure)they

fitperfectly.Iforgottoletyouafter

gettingthedelivery.Iwasjustexcited

andfittedthemimmediately...

Jasmine:You'rewelcome,Pleasefeel

freetovisitourpageformoreclothes



orsendusanydesiredclothesand

wewilldeliverthemrightonyour

doorstep.

Maya:Thankyousomuch.

Jasmine:Bye

Shehungupandclosedthedooras

hersiblingsarrivedhomewiththeir

bigbrother...

Carl:Whereareyougoinglooking

sexylikethat?

Maya:I'mgoingtononeofyour

business



Carl:Howmuchdoesheearn?

Maya:Who?

Carl:theguywhobuysyouclothes

likethat?

Maya:Uhwhatever,ineveraskyou

aboutthecouchesyouwashin

people'shomes

Carl:(laughed)Ihopeit'snota

ministergatwelediradilogoGabs

kwabanabatertiary

Shelaughedwalkingoutasher

phonerang....



Maya:Hello?

Voice:Babethereisbeenachangeof

plans,iwasabouttoleavethe

hospitalandthenyourfamilyshows

upkoEmergency,theyhavebeen

involvedinacaraccident.

Maya:Ohno,what?Aretheyokay?

Voice:Babyisfineandyourmombut

yourdadEishidon'tknow,I'llhaveto

askoneofourcolleaguesbadinurse

Maya:Pleaseaskthem,I'llgetmy

brothertodrivemethere

Voice:Bye



Shehungupandranbacktothe

house..

Maya:(panting)Carl?Carl?

Atthehospital....

LateronBabymovedthecurtains

andwalkedinholdinghercardasher

fatherlaidonthebed...

Baby:Papa?Areyouokay?

Aatileturnedhisheadandlookedat



her...

Aatile:I'mfine...I'mwaitingforthe

doctor.

Baby:Canwetalk?Thereis

somethingihavetotellyou...

Shepulledthechairandsatdown

thenshetookadeepbreath...

Baby:IknowwhatIdidwithuncle

Keniswrongbutilovehimandhe

lovesme.Weunderstandeachother

Aatile:Hedoesn'tloveyoubelieveme



Baby:It'sstillokaybecauseilovehim.

Iwasgoingtolieandsaywenever

didanythingbutIdon'tseethepoint.

Iamoldenoughtomakemyown

decisionsandI'msorryiwas

disrespectfulbutilovehimandwe

haveafuturetogether.

Aatile:Afuture?Babyhedoesn'tlove

you...You're17whatdoyouknow?

Heiswasdepressedgoingthrougha

phase.Menhealthemselveswithsex

duringthattimeandassoonasthey

snapoutofittheystartactingright

likeleavingthewhole'medicative'

relationshipandconvincing

themselvesthattheynevermetyou.



Don'tdothis,iknowwhatI'mtalking

about...You'regoingtobenothing

butcollateraldamagebecauseKen

wasgrievingDidibutsheishere,

whatdoyouthinkhewilldecide?He

haskidstothinkfor....Doyouthink

adultrelationshipsarebasedon

sexualfeelings?It'smorethanjust

that,it'saboutthechildren,your

historyandyourunconditionallove

forthatperson.You'renotold

enoughtocompetewithDidiand

whatshedidforKen.Shegavehim

kidsandbelievemeit'saverybig

dealwhenyou'reourage.Wedon't

runaftersexandlittlegirlsanymore...



Goforyouragemates

Baby:Iwasjusttellingyousothat

youcantalktomamabecauseifshe

callsthepoliceonKenI'mleaving

andgoingtostaywithhim.Itsnot

evendefilement,that18yearrage

hasn'tbeenpassedsoI'moldenough

tohavesex.IGoogleditonthe

constitution,ihavearighttohavesex

Aatile:Kenisusingyou..

Baby:(stoodup)Pleasetalkto

mama...

Shewalkedoutasanursewalked

in....



AtKamo'sHouse....

LateronKamosteppedoutofthe

bathroomandsatonthecouch

talkingtothephone...

Kamo:(laughed)Don'tevenaskfor

moneybecauseyoufailedtocome

hereforyoursemesterbreak...

Mightyisfine...AlrightBye

Shehungupandputherarmaround

herdaughterastheybothwatcheda



Disneymoviethenshelookedather

thoughtfullyandkissedher

forehand...

Kamo:Doyoueverwonderabout

yourfather?

Mighty:Sometimes

Kamo:Howdoyouwanthimtobe?

Mighty:Iwanthimtobenicebuti

knowheisnotaniceguybecausehe

doesn'tlikeme.

Kamo:Isee..

Mighty:ButI'dliketoknowwhyhe

doesn'tloveme



Kamo:Isthatallyouwanttoaskhim?

Mighty:Yeah,ican'tsaymoretohim

becauseidon'tknowhimandmaybe

heisnotaniceguy.

Kamo:Idon'tthinkheisaniceguy

toobutifIfindoutwhoheisI'lllet

youknowsoyoucanaskhim.

Mighty:Okay...

Herphonerangthensheleanedback

andanswered...

Kamo:Hello?

Aatile:Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou're



pregnant?Howlongdidyouintendto

keepmydaughterawayfromme?

Kamo:WathapelwaneDan?(walked

tothebedroom)Neketaabonakae

Dannna?Listenifthat'stheattitude

youwanttousetoapproachmethen

don't...

Aatile:(calmly)I'minthehospital,we

hadanaccident...

Kamo:IsBabyokay?

Aatile:YeahsheisfinebutIwon't

makeittotomorrow'sappointment.

I'vebeenadmittedinthehospital.

Everyoneelseisfinebutican'tfeel

mylegs.



Kamo:Okso?

Aatile:Iwanttoseeher

Kamo:Wewerejusttalkingaboutyou

beforeyoucalled

Aatile:Whatabout?

Kamo:Shehassomethingshewants

toaskyou

Aatile:Canyoubringherover?Not

nowthoughalittlelaterwhenI've

settleddown.Istillhavetotalktothe

policeandtheownerofthehousewe

crushedon.

Kamo:Okaybutyourwife-

Aatile:Don'tworryabouther,I'lltell



heraboutMightyassoonasiget

releasedfornowIwanttoseeher.

Kamo:Okay,I'llletyouknowwhenI

getthere.

Aatile:Bye....Wait...

Kamo:What?

Aatile:I'msorryabou-

Kamo:Don'tinvolvemeinyour

relationshipwithMightyokay?Don't.

Ijustwantmydaughtertoknow

whereshecomesfrom,idon'tneeda

singlethebefromyousodon'tcome

tomewiththesobstoriesbecause

I'mlongoverthat.Youdidwhatyou

hadtodotoreliefyourselfit's



unfortunateiwasthedustbinforyour

semen.Youthrewyourbabyinside

meandabandonedmeknowing

whereIcamefrombutthat'sfine,it's

justmypast,you'remypast

experience.

Aatile:Iwasgoingthrough-

Kamo:DanIwasgoingthroughhell

too,iwasdealingwithmylate

father'sdisabilityandmysiblings

needs...Iwas16!16yearsold.You

tookmetoaguesthouseandraped

mebecauseIdidn'tevenwantto

haveunprotectedsexbutyouforced

meandthenyoudisappeared.Doyou

knowwhatIwentthroughtobe



whereIamwithyourdaughter?

Aatile:KamoI'msorry,Ipromiseyou...

IamalotofbadthingsbutI'mnota

badfather.Itrulybelievedyou

wouldn'tfallpregnantbecauseitwas

yourfirsttime.Iknowitsounds

dumbbutthat'swhatIthought,I'm

sorry...

Kamo:ByeAatile,I'mbringingyour

daughterlaterbutdon'ttalktome..

Aatile:Thankyou,you'reagood

mother.Ididn'texpectyoutobethat

flexibleconsideringwhatimadeyou

gothrough....

Kamo:MyfatherlovedmesoI



wouldn'twanttostandinthewayof

Mighty'srelationshipwithyou

becauseiknowilovedmyfather

evenwhenhedidn'thaveanything.

Aatile:Thankyousomuch...

Shehungupandwalkedbacktoher

daughter....

Atthehospital....

MeanwhileMayaandCalvinhurried

inthehospitalandwalkedpastthe

stairswhereTshepowasstanding



holdinghiscoatandthephonethen

Mayasloweddown...

Maya:Um...CarlI'llcatchupwithyou

inaminute

Carl:Okay...(tohim)Hello

Tshepo:Warenglaitaka?

Carl:Gakeresepe....

HewalkedawaythenTshepo

grabbedMaya'swristleadingherto

theliftwherehepressedthebutton,

itslidopenandtheysteppedin.



Assoonasitclosedheturnedand

kissedher,theykissedandtouched

untilitslidopenandtheysteppedout

takingextrastairstotherooftop

whereMayatookadeepbreath

lookingateverythingfromthetop.

Hestoodbehindherandhuggedher

puttingthephoneinfrontofher

showingherhismessages...

Maya:(readingoutloud)"Ican'tdo

thisanymoreandI'msorryfordoing

itoverthephonebutitwasthe

easiestwaybecauseeverytimeItell



youI'mnothappyyoukeepmaking

thingsdifficultbycryingandacting

likeI'mwrongtowanttowalkaway.I

havelostinterestinyouandi

changedmylockstoo.Thanksfor

everything,hopeyoufindloveagain."

Tshepo:(breathingdownherneck)i

can'tlivewithoutyouanymore...

Maya:Tshepo?OhmyGod,ididn't

expectthis...ImeanIwishedyou

couldbutIcouldn'tdareaskyouto

andyoudidit..

Sheturnedandhuggedhimasthey

kissed....



***

MeanwhileLoloangrilyapproached

KenandDidi,readingfromherpace

andfaceDidistoodupandblocked

herwaybeforeshecouldcomeclose

toKen...

Lolo:(tearfully)Kennahowcouldyou

dothistome?AftereverythingIdid

foryou

Didi:Lolostop,don'tdothis

especiallyinthehospitallikethis



Lolo:(pushedDidiasideandshefell

down)Don'ttouchme...Ican'tbelieve

you'reprotectingthispaedophile

Ken:(pushedLolo)Don'tputyour

handsonher,whatareyoutryingto

do?Youthinkyou'llevertouchher

thewayyouusedtoforcingherto

drinkpills?Neverevertrytodothat...

Lolo:(pushedhischest)You'regoing

tojail!

Baby:(walkingover)Heisnotgoing

tojail.Weloveeachotherandifyou

continuedoingthisI'mgoingtostay

withhim.I'mnotunder16,soit's

perfectlylegalforhimandmetobe



together.

Lolo:Excuseme?

Baby:Youheardme...

BabywalkedoutasLolofollowedher

outsidetotheparkinglot....

Lolo:HeelaBabywareng?

Baby:(turnedaroundwithanattitude)

Isaid-

Lolosmackedheronthefacewith

thebackofherhandandshefell

downthenshetookoffhershoeand



whippedher...

Lolo:(angrily)DoyouknowwhatI

wentthroughtoraiseyouandyou

talktomelikethat?

ShewhippedheragainbutBaby

punchedheronthefaceandgotup

pushingheraside...

Baby:Leavemealone!Youwentto

Dubaiundisturbed,iwantwhatyou

wenttoDubaifortoookay?Ijust

wanttogotoSedie,itsnoteven20

kmfromhome!Stopactingdramatic



becausewhenyouweremyageyou

alreadyhadachild.Ihavefeelings

too

Babypickedherphoneandwalked

awayasLolocoveredhermouth

tearfullyandshookherheadin

disbelief....

Don'tforgettheLikeandcomment.

Goodnight.

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.
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Atthehospital....



LolowalkedinAatile'sroomand

rubbinghertears..

Lolo:Ihopeyou'reveryhappywith

whatyouhavedone,wealreadyhad

enoughproblemstsagaBabyand

hersuddenchangeofbehaviouryou

justhadtoaddpayingthehouseyou

destroyed.Whatiswrongwithyou?

Aatile:Suddenchangeofbehaviour?

Thischildhasalwaysbeenangryshe

justdidn'thavetheconfidenceto

expressitanddon'ttalktomelike

that,wewouldn'tbehereifitwasn't

foryourselfishness...(angrily



pointing)Thatlittlegirlisangryatyou

andsheblamesyouforherstatus.

Littlegirlshavereasonsforwanting

oldermenandsinceweareproviding

forherandsheisn'tlackingafather

figureI'msureherstatuslimitsher

interactionwithherpeers.Kenna

knowsthatverywellandtook

advantageofit.Untilyoustopand

thinkabouthowyouractionshave

affectedthisfamilywewillnever

havepeace.(slappedthephoneoff

herhands)anddon'teverscreamat

me

Lolo:Didyoujustbreakmyphone?It

survivesyouraccidentandyoubreak



it?

Aatile:Getout

Lolo:Ican'tbelieveyouintentionally

hitsomeone'scar,Whoisgoingto

payforit?

Aatile:Wewillpayforit,justlikewe

havebeenpayingforyour

unfaithfulnessthroughouttheyears.

You'resuchaboreandyou'reselfish.

Whenareyouevergoingtostopand

thinkaboutotherpeopleforonce?

Howyouhurtme?Howyouhurtyour

daughter?Howthisaffectedallofus?

Lolo:(tearfully)Ihavechanged!When

iseveryonegoingtonoticethatIam



adifferentperson,itsbeenyearsfor

Christsake!whyshouldIpayforthe

mistakesimadeyearsago?I'm

trying...I'mtrying,it'sjustyoupeople

won'tforgiveme..

Aatile:Youhaven'tevenapologised...

Doyouthinkweareoveryourshit?

Wehavetoburythatpaineveryday,i

understandBabymorethanyou

becauseI'vehadtopretendyour

bullshitdoesn'thurtme.Iamold

enoughtokeepfoolingmyself,sheis

ateenager!Shewillfindsomethingto

helpherdealwiththatpain,some

choosealcoholandshechose

Kenna'sdick!



Mayasteppedinandhestopped

talkingbutshehadalreadypickedon

thearguments....

Maya:Ijustwantedtoseeifyou're

bothokay,whereisBaby?

Lolo:Sheleft,couldyoupleasecall

andtalktoher?

Maya:Emma...

Aatile:I'llbefine,mylegsareabit

numbandI'mwaitingforthereport.

Maya:Okay...I'llgoandtalktoher..

Carlokae?



Aatile:Hewashere,helefttogeta

fewofmythingsathome.

Maya:Ok

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedaway

astheylookedatoneanother....

Lolo:Didyoutalktothesocialworker?

Aatile:Yes,shesaidit'sfinebothof

youcango.

Lolo:Ihavetogo

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenhesighedandlaidback....



AtTshepo'sHouse...

Tshepooarkee5thecarandleaned

overkissingherthenhepushed

downthetoptakingoutherbig

sensitivebreastandnibbledonhertit

butshefrownedandtouchedhis

head...

Maya:It'spainful...Don'ttouchthem

Tshepo:(shookthebreast)They're

darktoo,comehere...



Heunlockedthedoorandpickedher

fromthecarthenhewalkedacross

thehousecarryingherandlaidheron

thebed...

Maya:I'mreallyworriedaboutmy

dad...(tearfully)Sometimesifeellike

mymotherisusinghim,shehas

neverbeensubmissivetohimand

yesterdayBabydisrespectedmy

fatherinfrontofme.Ididn'tlikeit,i

wasoffendedthatshe'dsaymy

fatherisnotherfathernowafter

everythinghedidforher.Hewas

thereforherwhenherownmother

wasn't.Loloisroughandshecan't



appreciateorrespectmyfather.

Tshepo:Yourdadloveshertoomuch,

evenwhenhecheatedhewasdoing

itoutofspitenotforfun.Itspainful

tolovesomeonewhocheatswhen

yougetboredbycheatingbutiguess

hewillgetoverthatorshewill

changeunlessmaybeyoudecideto

standupforhim.Tellherhowyou

feelaboutthewholethingleene

Babytellherthatyoudon'tappreciate

herdisrespectingyourfatherlikethat.

Maya:Ok,ikindofunderstandsheis

ateenager.Ioncewasalittletrouble

maker,cominghomelateandstaying

outatnightwithfriendsbutinever



insultedmyfather.Sheisoverdoing

itandit'snotfunny.

Tshepo:Talktoher...

Maya:(sighedsadly)Andtheni

haven'tgottenmyperiodbutmy-

Hesmiledandkissedher...

Tshepo:(smiled)Really?Howmany

months?

Maya:(laughed)Tshepono,it'stoo

earlyandthereistoomuchgoingon

athome.

Tshepo:Youwanttokillourbaby



simplybecauseotherpeoplecan't

controltheirlives?WhataboutMaya?

Maya:Igrewupwithoutamom

Tshepi,idon'twanttobeseparated

frommybaby.

Tshepo:Youcanstillschoolwithhim,

I'dpayforthenurseryandananny.I'll

forwardmytransferrequestsowe

canstaytogetherinGabs

Maya:Tshepo..

Tshepo:Comeon...Iwantababy...

I'm40andnokidspeopleare

beginningtothinkI'mshooting

blanks

Maya:AndI'monmyearly20'sineed



tofocusonschool

Tshepo:You'realreadypregnant,i

don'tsupportabortion,it'sunsafeand

illegal...

Maya:Myfatherisgoingtohavea

heartattack

Tshepo:Hewillunderstandandwe

don'thavetodisclosetheinformation

rightaway..Ohman,ican'tbelieve

I'mgoingtobeafather...

Hegotontopofherkissingher....

Tshepo:Wait...Whatwereyougoing



todohadinotbrokenupwith-

Maya:Ihadalreadytalkedtotheguy

sellingabortionpillsbutmymoney

wasn'tenoughnekerekareontaletse

Tshepo:KetaagoclapaMayaobata

gobolayangwanakekesena

ngwana..

Maya:(laughed)Iknewwedidn't

haveafuture

Tshepo:Willyoumarryme?

Maya:What?

Tshepo:Marrymethenimoveto

Gabsandwestaytogetherasa

family.Ididn'thavemuchgrowingup

andthisisallieverwanted...Ilove



youandyouloveme...(smiledand

touchedhertummy)Nowwehavea

littleTshepocomingup..Wehave

howlongtoprepare?

Maya:7months

Tshepo:Thatleavesuswithverylittle

time,Magadinegotiationsusually

takeabout2to3monthsbecause

parentswillhavetogather

themselveswndchoosedatesthat

bestsuitsthem,theywillbeuhhhhhh

5months,you'llbegettingchubby

andthenanother3monthstoplan

thewhitewedding

Maya:Ithinkicanplanitinamouth



thenwegetmarriedwhenI'mroughly

6months

Tshepo:Arewereallydoingthis?

Maya:Arewe?

Tshepo:Startplanningandtellme

howmuchyouneed.I'llgiveyouyour

share

Maya:Tshepoareyouserious?

(laughed)I'mnotgoingtobeexcited

untilyourparentsvisitminegatwele

promisabathomanyaloandrunaway

Tshepo:That'swhyI'mnotdoing

foolishnessyaengagementring,

engagementyamekemagadiright

nowweareplanning.



Maya:(laughed)You'resuchBBT

Shegiggledashegotbetweenher

legskissingher....

AtLolo'sHouse....

MeanwhileBabypackedherbags

cryingandputherpillsinthebagas

Carlstoodbythedoorlookingather...

Carl:You'rebeingstupiddoyouknow

that?

Baby:Idon'texpectyouto



understand

Carl:Attherateyou'regoinggiving

yourselfunnecessarystressyour

CD4countisgoingtodrophorribly

andthenyou'regoingtogetsick.I

knowyou'refrustratedbutleaving

home?Really?Which17yearold

liveswithherboyfriend?

Baby:Which17yearoldwas

abandonedwithamantorapeher

Carl?Which17yearoldistakingARV?

I'mtheonlychildtakingARVwith

adultswhoknowwhytheygotthat

disease.Don'ttellmeaboutmorality

justbecausenowitsuitsmom...



Shewalkedoutofthehousehanging

onestrapoverhershoulderwhile

dragginganotherbagthenLolo

walkedthroughthegate...

Lolo:Whereareyougoing?

Baby:I'mgoingtostaywithKen

Lolo:Otsamaeleruriakereomosadi?

LehaKenagonyalaoneelemaeba

magadiagago.Imademistakesbuti

lovedyouMaya,ihavebeenthrough

alotjusttoraiseyou.Ifmyone

mistakecancelsouteverythingIdid

asamotherthenI'mnotworthyof



yourrespectmygirl.Goandstaywith

Ken,youwon'tbehearingfromme.

LetKenpayyourschoolfees...

Privateschoolsareexpensive

anywaysandihavefarmoregrateful

childrenthatrespectmethoughi

didn'tevenbreastfeedthem.Keyole

Diboysyou'llneverhearhimsay

anythingdisrespectfultomebuthe

hasbeardandheishavingsex,he

hasastableincome,student

allowancehelaedulengdiataandhe

staysabroadbutwhenheisin

Botswanahehumbleshimselfjust

likeanyotherchild.LeeneMayaleha

obonaelespokojaanashenever



talkstoadultslikethat.Wenayou're

toomuch.GotoKenanddon'tever

walkinhereagain.You'redeadtome,

youdiedtheminuteyoupunchedme

butiwasgoingtoforgivenowthat

youareleavingbyyourselfwaikoba

molwapengtsamaangwanaka.

ShewalkedawayasLolostaredat

hertearfullythensheturnedandgot

inthehousepassingtheother

childrenonthelivingroomasshe

wipedhertears....

Atthehospital....



Kamopushedthedoorandwalkedin

withherdaughterasAatilesatonthe

bed,hetookadeepbreathlooking

andsighed....

Aatile:Hello?

Mighty:(shyly)Hello?

Aatile:Comesitonthechair...

Shegotonthechairandlookedat

him...

Aatile:Yourmomsaysyouhave



somethingtotellme

Mighty:Doyouhaveotherchildren?

Aatile:Um...Several..

Mighty:Howcomeyoudon'tloveme?

Aatile:Ididn'tknowyouwereout

therebutishouldhavecheckedon

yourmomtoseeifmaybewehad

you.I'msorrythatyouhadtogrowup

withoutme,ifeelverybadbecause

itsnotfaironyou.

Mighty:Itsnot

Aatile:(laughedandfacedKamo)

Doesshegotoaprivateschool?

Kamo:Yeah



Aatile:I'mintrouble...AnywayI'm

reallysorry,canyouforgivemesowe

canstartoveragain?

Mighty:Iguess

Aatile:Thankyou,doyouwanttotell

meaboutyourself?Whatyoulikeand

don'tlike?I'dliketobuyyoutheright

presentwhenIsurpriseyou.

Mighty:(smiled)Okay...

Kamostoodbythewindowquietlyas

MightyandAatilechatted,shestill

wasn'tsureshewasmakingtheright

decision.Thiswasamanshehardly

knewandonlydependedonwhatthe



wifesaidhewaswhentheyraised

theirchildrenbutshehadsomany

unansweredquestions.Shelookedat

herdaughterlaughingloudlywhile

Aatilepokedhernoselaughingwith

her...

AtKen'sHouse....

LateronDidiandthechildrensaton

thecouchwatchingamovieasKen

walkedoverwithaplateofjunkfood

andputonthetable,theyalldugin

andquietlywatchedthentherewasa

knockonthedoor....



Hewalkedtowardsthedoorchewing

andopenedthedoor,Babywas

standingonthestoopcarryingabag

withanotheronherfeet...

Ken:(glancedinsideandloweredhis

voice)What'sthis?

Baby:Ican'tstayathomeanymore

Ken:Sowhereareyougoingtostay?

Heclosedthedoorandsteppedout...

Ken:Youcan'tstayhere,ispecifically



toldyouaboutthisbeingasecret.

Areyoutryingtodestroymylife?

Whatdoyouwantpeopletothink?

Baby:Sowhereshouldigo?

Ken:Gobacktoyourmother'shouse

orelsewearedone.You'regoingto

haveeveryonehatemewithyour

childishbehaviour.Howcanyou

leavehomeusingmyname?What

willeveryoneinchurchthinkofme?

Baby:Youdidn'thaveaproblemwith

mesleepingoverandnowthatDidiis

backyouwanttoleaveme?

Ken:I'mleavingyoubecauseyou're

disrespectingyourparents,Ilikedyou



whenyouwereinnocentand

respectfulnowyou'rejustanother

bitterwomanlookingforanexcuse

toblameamanforherbehaviour.If

youdon'tgobackhomewearedone.

Baby:Mymotherisangrywithme,

shesaidishouldn'tcomeback

Ken:Findawaytogoback,you'renot

stayinghere.Ican'tlosemy

scholarshipbecauseyou'refailingto

think.Asmatteroffactlet'sjustend

thisjokeofarelationshipbecause

nowit'scausingunnecessarydrama.

Baby:Soyou'rejustchillingwithDidi?

Ken:Wearetalkingaboutthe



children

Baby:Atthistime?

Ken:Areyouquestioningme?

Baby:Yesyou'remyboyfriend,don't

eventrytoactalladultonmeweare

boyfriendgirlfriend

Ken:Youneededtoleaveandthis

hasnothingtodowithDiditrustme

onthat...Itsjustyoubeingunableto

keepasecretandactingcrazytoget

meintrouble.Weweredoingfine

untilyoutoldyourparents

Baby:I'msorry

Ken:Youneedtogoandplease

deletemynumber,Yourfatherjust



triedtokillmychildren.Ican't

sacrificemychildren'slivesjusttobe

withyou.It'snotworthit,bye

Hesteppedbackinthehouseand

closedthedoor

AtZero'sHouse....

Babyslowlywalkedthroughthegate

asZerocultivatedhisgardenand

wateredtheplots,heturnedaround

andlookedather...



Baby:Hello?

Zero:(droppedthehose)Hello,how

areyou?You'resogrown...

Baby:Canwetalk?

Zero:Ok..

Hedriedhishandsontheoveralls

andhandedherthechairthenshe

narratedherfabricatedstory...

Zero:(sighed)Okay,youcanstayif

youwant...Let'sgo...

Theywalkedinthetwobedroom



houseandheopenedabedroomfor

her.Therewasaloadofdirtyclothes

onthebedasheopenedthe

windows..

Zero:I'msorryitsdirty..

Baby:It'sbetterthanwhatihadtoput

upwith

Zero:Ok

Shesatonthebedthenhewalked

outofthehousewalkingtowardsthe

gateanddialedAatile....



Aatile:Hello?

Zero:Yourdaughterisherebutshe

sayshermotherisabusingher,i

thoughtwehadanagreement.Iknow

I'mnot-

Aatile:Sheislyingmothoyoowa

ratana,kesonesebaselwelangbut

keepherthereuntilshewantsto

leave

Zero:Youwouldn'tmindthat?

Aatile:Sheisourdaughter,iknow

youloveher.

Zero:ThanksbutsheissobigIdon't

knowhowtotalktoher

Aatile:(laughed)Itusuallycomes



naturally,justgowiththeflow...She

takeshermedsat8pm

Zero:Itakemineat8too

Aatile:Ididn'tknow

Zero:It'sbeen5years,I'vehadtoturn

mylifearoundandliveahealthy

lifestyle.I'mfatnow

Aatile:(laughed)Youlie!You?fat?

HahahaI'dliketoseethis

Zero:(laughed)You'llsee

Aatile:Sharp

Zero:Yeah...

Hehungupandwalkedbackinthe



housewhereBabywascleaning...

Zero:Letmegofinishthegarden

Baby:Okay...

Hewenttothegarden....

AtKen'sHouse....

LaterthateveningDidiwalkedinthe

livingroomcarryingthechildren's

clothesandpouredthemonthe

couchthenshesatdownandpacked

theminthebagwhileKenlaidonhis



backasFaithplayedonhim...

Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

hepickedFaithandopenedthedoor

carryingher,Bayangswallowed

anxiouslyandpeakedinside...

Bayang:(shakyvoice)IsDidihere?

Ken:No,getthe-

Bayang:Didi?

Hesteppedinandsmiledlookingat

hersittingonthecouch,shesmiled

surprisedandrantowardshimashe



spreadhisarmsandhuggedher

swingingheraroundandputher

downhuggingheragaintearfullyand

breathingheavily...

Bayang:OhmyGod,babeI'msorry....

Ihadnoideayou'dbescaredlikethat,

pleaseforgiveme....I'msorry

Didi:I'mtheonewhoiswrong,I

shouldn'thavecheatedonyou...

Aronakagaatolwekedikganghe

wasthefirstonetotellmeheheard

youcheckedinatthehospital

Bayang:Iwaslosingmymind

Didi:(laughedandtouchedhischest)



Icanseethat....

Bayang:OhmyGod,isthisamiracle

orwhat?

Hetouchedherfaceandsmiledin

disbeliefbothofhishandsshaking

thenheleanedoverandkissedher

softlyasshetearfullyhuggedhim...

Didi:I'msorryforcheating,iwas

disrespectfultoevendothatwhile

youwaitedformeinthecar...

Bayang:Pleasedon'tsaythat....

Don't....



HehuggedheragainasKen

swallowedwatchingcarryingFaith

thenheturnedandrubbedFaith's

head....

Bayang:HeyPrincess

Faith:(smiled)Hello?Canishowyou

mynewtoy?

Shesliddownandrantothe

bedroomasBayanghuggedDidi

againkissingherneck....



Bayang:You'remymiracle....Ifever

therewasareasonformetoworship

Godyou're...(touchedbothher

cheekstearfullylookinginhereyes)

Gadiloveyou....Don'teverdothatto

me

Didi:(smiledtearfully)Iwon't,I'm

cleannowandallthatdisrespectis

gonetoo...

Bayang:You'rehereatthistimeso

wewillexpandtherespect

vocabularybutyou'redoinggood,

keepgoing

Didi:(theybothlaughedandhugged)

Mxm...



Faithranbackwithhernewtoythen

Bayangliftedherupandlookedatit

asKenswallowedlookingatDidi

thenshelookeddown.Zanewalked

inandsmiledsurprisedtosee

Bayang...

Zane:Uncle...

Bayang:(laughed)Hey....

Herubbedhisheadandsmiled...

Bayang:Howareyou?



Zane:I'mgood....

BayangturnedandkissedDidionthe

cheekstillcarryingFaith...

Bayang:Shallwe?

Didi:Yeah,letmefinishup...

Kensatonthecouchandputhis

handstogetherwatchingasDidi

zippedherbagthenBayangtookitto

hiscarasZanewentbacktothe

bedroom,Kenstooduprubbinghis

lipsandlookedather.…



Ken:(loweredhisshakyvoice)Please

don'tgo...Ican'tloseyouagain

Didi:Iwasneveryours...Wearejust

parents.Wedon'tnecessarilyhaveto

betogetheranditdoesn'tmeanwe

hateeachother.

Ken:(tearfully)Please....

Heheardthecardoorclosingherand

pulledhertothekitchenwherehe

stoodonthedoordesperately

lookingather...



Ken:Wecanstilldothis....Iknowyou

don'ttrustmebutIpromise...(heput

herhandonhis)Listentothis....I

swearwithmyparent'sgraves.…

Heslowlykneltdownandlookedup

ather...

Ken:Giveusonelastchance,ifnot

formeforthekids.Let'sseehowit

willend.

Didi:Standup...(hestoodand

huggedher)don'ttouchmejust

listen...

Ken:Please...



Bayang:(knockedonthedoor)Babe

areyouokay?

Ken:(annoyed)Sheisfine

Bayang:I'mnottalkingtoyoukare

babewaresponderobabeyame

wena?

Ken:Waaswabasaan

Bayang:I'mhereformywomanbata

mosadiolesegoitiakawame

Ken:(turnedtoher)Babelookatme...

Didi:Ihavetogo...Bye

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout

asBayangputhisarmaroundher



carryingFaith....

Faith:Byedaddy,seeyoutomorrow

Ken:Surebabes

Zane:(ranacrosstheroom)Byedad

Ken:surebuddy....

Heclosedthedoorandmovedthe

curtainsslightlylookingatBayang's

lightsdisappearingintothedarkthen

heslowlysatdowncoveringhiseyes

astearsdropped....

TWOMONTHSLATER........



Bonusinsertwillbepostedat6pmif

wereach24Kbeforethen.

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall....



Atouristcarstoppedandagroupof

whitetouristsjumpedoff

approachingZero'sAfricanprinted

clotheswhichwerehangingonthe

linebehindatableofwoodenAfrican

animalsculptures...

Hecoughedandstoodupasthey

enquiredaboutthepricesandpicked

severalitemscheckingtheirwallets....

Man:Ohgoodnessme,idon'thave

thephulathing...

Woman:Can'thechangeitlater?



Zero:Icanchangeit

Man:Alright,ican'tsplititkeepthe

change

Zero:(smiled)Thankyou

Theyallpaidinforeigncurrencyand

leftashesatdowncountingthe

money,ataxistoppedandBaby

steppedoutcarryingherbackpack.

Shedroppedthebaginthetuckshop

andsteppedout...

Zero:Tsayawagorekamelora...



Baby'seyespoppedasshesmiled

sillyandcountedthenotes...

Baby:Ohwow....Dollars?Doyou

haveanyideahowmuchthisis?I

loveyourightnow

Zero:Ibeenworkingwithforeign

currencyforyears,howcaninot

knowhowmuchitis?

Baby:Ohman,thisisjustawesome...

Zero:Haveyoutalkedtoyourmother?

Baby:sheisstillnottalkingtomebut

ispoketopapa,hesentmeP200

Zero:Agotisamadiamekanteo



neetswemadi

Baby:(laughedandshoveditinthe

pocket)Ah-ah

Zero:(smiledandpointedather)

Babyyou'renotmychildkanawaitse

tota?

Baby:(laughed)Leavemymoney

alone

Zero:Kanahaobonanekegoitatola

nekesabatetsonetse,bogolompha

P100ee

Baby:(gavehimP50)50isenough

foryou,you'reanoldmanandyou

don'tneedtolookgoodforanyone.

Zero:Ibilewankgokololatonighti



won'tbehome,I'mcheckingonMa

Sara

Baby:Omontemasara?Oratagomo

cheka

Zero:Kelezotilelengwejaana?

Baby:Orwalatuku?

Zero:Eekeengobotsa?

Baby:Agopapabatholezotilaengla

tuku?

Zero:(missedherwithacanofFanta)

Akerennakelezotimogonnakante

engolemakgakgajaana,othapelwa

kemadiameaoganaakaone

Baby:Ibilekeagoreka...Watchmy



bag...

Shewalkedtowardstheshops

humminglisteningtomusicand

smiledasAgathawalkedoutofthe

shopwithplasticsandloadedthem

inthecar...

Baby:Hey...

Agatha:Hi...Nemmaoboaleng?

Agatha:Papaisreallysick

Baby:What?Hedidn'tsayanything

whenwetalkedoverthephone,we

alwaystalk,what'swrong?



Agatha:Hislegs...

Baby:Jesus...I'llcomecheckonhim,

howiseveryone?

Agatha:I'mreallyfeelingtheburden

ofbeingthefirstborn.

Baby:EishkanaMayawentbackto

schoolgotheleCarl

Agatha:Plusmamaisalwaysbusy.

Baby:I'llpassby,I'mjustalittle

happywhereIam...Myfatherdoesn't

havemuchanditsadifferentkindof

lifestylethanwhatI'musedtobutI'm

happy.

Agatha:YeahbutPapaissick



Baby:Kanamamagaampuisewaitse?

WheneverIsendheramessageshe

justlooksatitinfactthelastoneI

sentshedidn'tbotheropeningit

Agatha:sheisangrythatyouchose

tostaywithamanthatdidn'traise

youandmadehergothroughhell.

Shefeelsbetrayed

Baby:Heisstillmyfatherandnna

personallyhelaheneverhurtme

besidesabandoningmebutwiththe

littlememoriesihaveofhimhewas

justpoorbutlovewasthere.She

shouldn'tuseherproblemswithmy

fathertolimitme.IamhappywhereI

amandtheneighbourhoodisjust



perfect,notrichbuthappy.Akere

waitseshedidn'twanttopaymy

schoolfeesandpapamovedmetoa

governmentschool,monatewateng?

Shemstheyalllovemeandthink

highlyofmebecauseapparentlyI

speakbetterEnglish...Imagineme

havingfriendswhoactuallysayhi

Baby...Theteacherslovemetooand

I'mfuckingpassingtoo,ithoughtI'll

failbecauseBGCSEisapparently

harderthanIGCSEsyllabusbutkeng

kedigagolahela.I'llcallpapakebua

leene

Agatha:Shap...



Shegotinthecarandfixedthepillow

shewassittingontoincreaseher

heightthenshedroveoff......

AtDidi'sboutique....

Didiwalkedintheemptyroomand

walkedallthewaytotheofficeinthe

backthensheturnedbacksmilingat

Aronawhotookoffthescarfaround

hisneckandadmiredtheplace...

Arona:BabesohmyGod

Didi:Saythatagain...OhmyGod...I



lovethisplace...Icanseemyself

sittingoverthere

Arona:Andmyselfovertherekego

chekilakalunch(theybothlaughed)

I'llbehere24/7

Didi:You'llworkhalftime....

Herphonerang...

Didi:Hello?

Ken:(lowvoice)Aommaoganneke

bonabongwanakehelaibileflight

yameeaemella?

Didi:(gasped)OhmyGod!(lookedat



thetime)Jesus!

Shehungupandranacrossthe

room...

Didi:Arociouskeetalove,mme

wee....

Shealmostslippedrunningout...

AtLolo'sHouse....

Agathagotthebathtubreadyand

knockedonthebedroom,Aatile



respondedthenshewalkedin...

Agatha:Papametsiaready.ShouldI

pushyouintheresoyoucanbath?

Aatile:It'sokay,I'lljustwipemyself

today.

Agatha:BathinghelpsandKatlotold

meyoudidn'texercisetoday

Aatile:I'mjustexhausted....

Helookedatthetimeandtried

callingLolobutherphonerang

unansweredagainthenhesighed

andputitdown,Babywalkedinand



putherhandbagdown...

Baby:Papa?Didn'tyoutellmeyou're

outofthewheelchair?

Aatile:Ididn'twantyoutoworry

aboutme...

Agatha:Heisrefusingtobath..

Baby:I'lltakehimtothebathroom

Aatile:Babyplease,I'mnotinthe

mood..

Baby:Nicetry...

Shepushedthewheelchairoverand

helpedhimgetonitthenshepushed



himtothebathroomandhelpedhim

takeoffthet-shirt...

Aatile:Alright,getout

Baby:Letmehelpyouwiththe

trousers,youmightfall...iwon'tlook

Aatile:Aegetoutobatagofeilaform

fiveakere?

Baby:(laughed)Uhpapa

Aatile:(laughedandpushedherout)

Justgo...

Shelaughedandclosedthedoorthen

shehelpedAgathatocleanthehouse



whileKatlohelpedtheyoungones

withhomework..

MinuteslaterAatilepushedhimself

outandheadedtothebedroom

whereshechangedclothesandlaid

down,Babywalkedinwiththemat

andspreaditonthefloor...

Aatile:Pleasedon't,I'mtiredand

theseexercisesareuseless....

Baby:I'mnotlisteningtoyou....

Come...



Babyhelpedhimsitonthematand

begunexercisinghisfeetand

stretchingthemashegrinned....

Baby:(massaginghissoles)Papa?

Aatile:Maa?

Baby:(lookingathim)Iloveyou...

Aatile:(laughed)Areyouondrugs?

Baby:(laughed)Africanparents!I

just....I'msorrythatisaidyou'renot

myfather,iteatsme...AndI'msad

thatyoubeensufferingneedingme

wheniwasouttherenotknowing.

Aatile:It'sbeenmonths,weareover



thatandI'msureyouneededtime

withyourfather,iwasn'ttryingto

replacehimandduringthetimei

tookyouhewasn'tagoodguylegale

neadirwakebojalwaeneosiame...

Hewillalwaysbeyourfather

Baby:Butyou'remyrealfather....I

feelyouinmybloodandimaynotbe

themostgratefuldaughterbutiknow

thehandthatfedme..Mamadoesn't

talktomeorattendmycounselling

sessionsbutiwanttocomeback

justtolookafteryoubecauseidoubt

youwillexercisewithoutforce

especiallymamaelemothoyoo

nnanghelaalebusyletirojaana,



pleaseallowmetocomeback...

Aatile:Ofcourse,comehome...By

thewayiwanttomarryyourmother

butihavebeenafraidtoask.I'm

afraidshemightsaynoespecially

nowthatI'monawheelchair.What

doyouthink?

Babby:That'sahardone...Um...I'll

thinkofsomething...

Shecontinuedtostretchherfather's

legs...

Aatile:WhenlastdidyoutalktoKen?



Baby:(laughed)Lastmonth?Yeah

lastmonth...Ithinkiwasjust

depressedandgoingthrougha

breakup...Idon'tblamehimbecause

hewasgoingthroughhisproblems

andwehelpedeachothercryina

wrongway...

Aatile:Howwouldyoufeelifisaidi

didthesamethinghedidandgota

girlpregnant?

Baby:(laughed)I'dsaynobutthen

maybeyoucan...(laughed)Sediis

veryyoungso

Aatile:Thisonewas16andyouknow

her



Baby:Isitoneofmyfriends?

Aatile:(laughed)No,yoursocial

worker

Baby:Ifuckingknewit!(coveredher

mouth)Oopsimeaniknewit...

Mightylookslikeyou...Itfinally

makessense...Wowandyou

abandonedthebabythatlookslike

you?

Aatile:Ididn'tknowbutiwas

carelessandthereisnoexcuse...I

seeherinprivatebecauseI'mafraid

totellyourmother.

Baby:Shewillflipbutitwillbe

unnecessarybecausesheonce



wrongedyou

Aatile:Twowrongsdon'tmakearight

Baby:WellTwowrongsinMaun

makearight,isn'tshehatesme

becauseimadeamistakeinsteadof

forgivingme?Sheofallpeoplewill

understand

Aatile:Yourmotherisjustangryat

you...

Baby:Shewon'tattendcounselling

withme

Aatile:Approachherandtalktoher

Baby:Okay..



Shestretchedhislegs...

AttheAirport.....

SittingintheplaneKensadlylooked

outsidethewindowastheVOmade

theintroductions,hehadhopedto

seethechildrenforthelasttimebut

asalwaysDidihadanexcusefornot

bringingthem,actuallythistimethere

wasnoexcuse...Shegaspedwhich

probablymeantsheclaimedtobe

haveforgotten....

Hehadn'tforgottenwhathismother



hadwrittenonherlastwordsinthat

letterthoughlifewasprovingtobe

harder....

Theplanefinallyrolledonthe

runawayandtookoffashesighed

andleaningback...

***

MeanwhileDidiranintotheairport

withthechildrenastheypanted...

Zane:(running)Wewaitedand



waited...Whydidn'tyoucome?

Didi:Guysiforgot

Theypausedatthefrontdeskand

enquired,theassistantpointedatthe

planetakingoffthenZanegrabbed

Faith'sarmandranupstairswhere

theytouchedthewatchglassand

sadlystaredatAirBotswanataking

off...

TearsfilledZane'seyesastheplane

gotsmallerandsmalleronthesky...



Zane:(blinkedandatearrandownas

hewhispered)Byedad...

Faith:Ishecomingback?

Zane:Hecomesafter2years...Its2

Christmases...

TheyheardDidi'sfootstepsand

turnedaroundsadlylookingather

thensheswallowedregrettably...

Didi:I'msorry,iforgot..

Zane:Youjusthatehim...(tearfully)

butheismydad,ilovehimandhe

lovesme.IhadagiftforhimandI



knowhewantedtoseeus.I'mvery

sad....(breathingheavilytryingnotto

try)I'mveryverysad...USissofar

awayandyoucouldn'tdothisforme

atleast,wecriedforyoutogether

whenwethoughtyouweredead.Dad

criedwithtearsbutyouhatehim..

Didi:(tearfully)Zaneiloveyourdad.

Zane:Butyoutooksomething

importantfromus,Ourgoodbyes

mama!(rubbedhistears)Why?

Didi:OhGod

Faith:Andyoudidn'tseethesong

ZaneandDadsangforyouatchurch

whenthechurchwassayingfarewell



todad.

Didi:Iwasafraidtoattendthat,i

knewattendingitwouldmakeme

doubteverythingaboutmylife.I'm

sorry,ididn'tevenknowyouhada

songforme.

Zane:(sighedsadly)Youjusthate

dad...

Hewalkedpastherandshegrabbed

himthenheburstedintotears

hugginghertightly...

Zane:(cryingasatearrandownhis

noseanddroppedonDidi'sclothes)I



misshimalready...

Didi:(tearfully)Imisshimtoo...

Faith:(sadlylookingupather)When

isafter2years?

Didi:It'salittlelongerthanyouthink...

It'squitealongtime

ShepickedFaithandputherarm

aroundZaneastheywalked

downstairswhileZanerubbedhis

tearswithhisarm...

AtAatile'sHouse....



Aatile'sphonerangasBabyhanded

himthefood....

Aatile:Hello?

Maya:Hipapa

Aatile:Hibeautiful...Howisschool?

Maya:It'sfine...Um...Papake

pregnant

Aatile:(sighed)Ithoughtyou'llfinish

schoolfirstbeforedoingallthese

things

Maya:Itwasamistake

Aatile:Howfaralong?Won'tthe

maternityleaveinterruptyourstudies?



Maya:No,I'lldeliverduringthe

semesterbreak

Aatile:Okay,whoisheandwhoare

hisparents?YouknowI'mgoingto

havetowritehisfamilyorcallthem

sohecantakeresponsibilitybefore

bothfamiliesakere?That'stheway

it'sdone.Doesheschoolwithyou?

Maya:Um...Heworkswithyou.

Aatile:Kebainternship?

Maya:Tshepo

Aatile:Idon'tknowanyonebythat

name

Maya:Tshepo



Aatile:TshepoasinTshepomyfriend?

Maya:Yes

Aatile:(frowned)Wareng?

Maya:Andhewantstomarryme,his

parentshavebeenmeetinggetting

readysothey'replanningtotalk

aboutmorethanjustthebaby-

Aatile:You'renotmarryingmyfriend.

DoyouevenknowTshepoandallthe

badthingshedid?Amanwhoshared

girlswithhisfriends,amanwho-

Maya:Papamychildneeds-

Hehungandangrilydialedhis



friend....

Tshepo:Hello?

Tearsfilledhiseyesasheheardhis

voicethenhehungupandcovered

hisfacecrying,Babyclosedthe

bedroomdoorandhuggedherfather

ashecriedsittingonthewheelchair...

Thenextinsertcomesat11pm,don't

forgettolikeanddropusacomment.

*

*



*

*

*
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AtDidi'sHouse....



LaterthateveningDidi'sphonerang

countlesstimesontheheadboardas

sheandBayangwalkedinwith

towels.Bayanglaidonthebedas

Didilefttocheckonthechildren...

TheywereasleepbutZane'sphone

screenwasonlightinghischeekthen

shewalkedoverandslowlytookitoff

hishandashesnoredwithhismouth

slightlyopen.Atearwasdryingon

thebridgeofhisnosethenshe

rubbeditandcoveredhimthesheets.

Hehadbeenlookingathisfather's



picturesandshestaredatapicture

ofZaneandFaithbothsittingon

eachofKen'slapsallsmilingwidely

withsimilarsmiles.Shepushedit

asidelookingatthefollowing

pictures.

Shehadn'tseenthembeforeandit

wascleartheyweretakenwhenthey

stillthoughtshewasdead.Theywere

quiteinterestingandsheslowlysat

onthebedtappingonthesideshow

button.

Tearsfilledhereyesasshewatched



countlesspicturesofKenandFaith

sleeping,themcooking,playing

togetherandpicturesofhergrave.

ShepausedstaringatpictureofKen

withthekidswhileheheldher

framedpictureontheside...

Sheswallowedandclosedthe

picturesthenshecameacross

videosandwatched.Shesmiled

watchingZaneplaythekeyboard

whilesingingperfectlyasKen

cheeredhim.Itmusthavebeenata

practicebecausetheywerealonein

church...



Ken:Yeah,that'smyboy...You're

doinggood

Faith:CanIsingtoo?

Ken:Gositnexttohim..

FaithsatnexttoZaneandsang

along...

Ken:Ohwow...Imadethese....This

ismybloodrighthere...

Thevideoendedandthenanother

onecameon,ZanerecodedKen



sittingonthebedfacingthewallwith

hisheaddownlikehewascrying...

Ken:(withoutlookingback)Guysget

out...(sniffed)I'mcoming,gowaiton

thecouch..

Thevideobecameshakyasthey

walkedaway...

Faith:Whyishecrying?

Zane:Becausemomisgone

Faith:Canyouborrowmethephone?



Thevideoended.Shesattherefor

almostanhourwatchingmoreclips

andthedooropened,Bayangstuck

hisheadinthenshequicklyrubbed

offhertearsandstoodup..

Bayang:Babeareyouok?

Didi:yeah,Iwascheckingonthem

Bayang:Yourphoneisringing

Didi:Okay..

ShenoticedZane'sphonewason

flightmodeandswitcheditoffthen

sheputitbytheheadboardand



walkedouttakingbreathstocalm

down...

Shegrabbedthephoneandsatdown

lookingatKen's8missedcalls,3

videomissedcallsand1message.

Ken:(text)Idon'tunderstandwhy

kesakgonegobualebanawhenever

Iwant.You'refrustratingme

unnecessarilyandI'msurethekids

wanttotalktomeaswelloreimetsa

distancebyfailingtoconnectus.I

wascooperatingwithyounakoene

oleaddictedtothepainkillersledi



surgerybutwenaontimabana.I

alwayshavetobegyouandwaituntil

youfeellikeitaboelegoneke

bonangbongwanake.Kekopagoreo

reyeZaneachekeflightmode

becauseFaithtapsonitwhenever

sheplaysgames.Ineedtotalkto

themthroughtheirphonesinceya

gagoesenkeearabiwa.

Didi:Hey,I'msorry.Iwasbathing.

Ken:Canicall?

Didi:Yes.

BayanggotupandkissedDidi'sneck

fromthebackasshesatontheedge



ofthebedpressingherphonethena

videocallcamethrough,she

answeredasBayangfrownedatthe

screen...

Bayang:Whyishemakingavideo?

Didi:Idon'tknow

Kenswallowedquietlystaringat

them,Bayanginshirtlessinshorts

andDidiwrappedwithatowel..

Ken:Neelabanaphone

Didi:Barobetse



Ken:Sogakereakeletseabooreee

nneorekelletsamang?Gapelegone

onkarabaonalemotholesaapara.

Didi:I'mputtingonatowel.

Hehungupandletafewminutes

thenhesentamessage...

Ken:Whyodirajalo?

Didi:Whatdoyoumean?

Ken:Showingmeyou'reinbedwith

anotherman

Didi:Bayangisanotherman?Akere

youknowheismyman



Ken:Idon'thavetoseeit,Kekopa

goreobabalelemaikutoameDidi.

Nnakesantsekegoratahelathata

andthingslikethathurtme.Iknow

youarehappyandenjoyingthetime

ofyourlifebutjustdon'tdestroyme

likethat.Don'tmakemeseethat

Didi:Mmekanamogasesepesome

peoplesawtheirmensleepingwith

anotherwoman.

Ken:ObonawenaDidigaonapeloya

goitshwarela,whenithinkofallthe

thingsyoudidtomeandcompare

themtomymistakewagojolale

Amantleit'snothing.Youforgotthati

tookyoutoDubaiandthereyou



betrayedmebysleepingwithmy

brother.Thatbrokemeandjust

becauseiforgaveyoudoesn'tmean

I'mnothurt,Didiyousleptwithmy

fatherandbrokemymother'sheart

thoughshelovedyoutohergrave.

Babeyourmistakesarebiggerthan

minebecauseI'veonlycheatedwith

oneperson.Youcheatedwithmy

family...Thetwomostimportant

people,myfatherandmybrotherbut

youstillcan'tforgivemeformy

wrongs.

Didi:Iforgaveyoubutidon'thaveto

bewithyou.

Ken:Iacceptthatkeithubetse



lelwapaandGodknowsI'mpraying

formyfamilybutdon'tdestroyme

withsuchimages.Ifyou'reinbed

withhimdon'tanswermyvideocalls,

youcouldhavetoldmethey're

sleepingbecauseiwantedtoupdate

themaboutmyjourneynowba

robetsekadipelotsedibothokojust

likeI'msleepingwithsoreheart.

Didi:Sorry

Ken:TsamayaorobalaleBayang,go

siame.Kerapelahelagoreatleastifi

can'thaveyoumodimoamphe

strengthsaamogelagoregaompate.

Justsothaticanloveanother

womanbecauserightnowican't



thinkaboutanyonebutyou.

MeanwhileBayangsightedlookingat

herasshetypedonherphone...

Bayang:Sohowlongdoihavetowait

foryoutofinishtalkingtoKen?

You'rebeingrudegaekakeyarerele

mmogoabootobetsaphoneforthat

long.Lebuakaeng?

Didi:Hewascomplainingaboutthe

kids

Bayang:(Glanced)Suchlongtext..

Whyareyouhiding?Takebone



Didi:Whatdoyouwanttosee?

Bayang:Wareit'saboutthekids

akere?Letmesee...Arewegoing

backtodoingthisagain?

Didi:Towhat?

Bayang:Youmakingmewaitwhile

you'regivinghimattention?Can'tyou

seeyou'rebeingdisrespectful?

Didi:Byreplyinghismessages?

Bayang:GonemmeDidiwanthata

kanaofeelersafewithmebecause

withKenyouneverknowhowitwill

end?Kanagaosaratemothowa

mmolelelagonalegomodira

semata.Ifyoudon'tlovemeletme



know,I'llcryandhealbutatleastI'd

knowthetruth.Livinglikethisgago

monatebecauseverysoonI'lllook

likeaninsecurenaggingboyfriend

gapeontwaetsaKenna.

Didiputherphonedownandsaton

thebedlookingathimthenshe

leanedoverandkissedhim...

Didi:Myphoneisdown,I'msorryfor

beingrude.

Kencalledandhesighedannoyed

pickingit...



Bayang:Hello?

Ken:Didiokae?

Bayang:It'slate,whatdoyouwant?

Ken:Kantewaremathataagagole

nnakeeng?Orobetselebo

ngwanakegolohoo.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

leavingDidionthebedassheshook

herhead....

Bayang:Rerobetse,banabagagoba

robetsesowhateveryouwantcan



waitbecausenowyou'recuttingon

mytimeandiwon'tletyoudothat.I

keeptellingyoutocooperatewithme

andyoukeepoverlookingthat

request,idon'tknowifyou're

ignorantorjuststupid...don'tthrow

stoneswhenyou'relivinginaglass

house.Don'texpectmetowalkaway

frommyrelationshiplikeididthe

firsttime.I'llhityouwhereithurtsthe

mostandyou'llnotevenhavethe

strengthtofightbackbecauseyou'll

becrying.

Ken:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Bayang:Themonnadon'tplaydirty

withmebecauseI'lltakethisgameto



wholethingtoanewlevel,ifthereis

someoneyoumustrespectatthe

momentit'sme,youknowwhy?

Ken:(therewassilenceascoldchill

randownKen'sspine)Why?

Bayang:(smiled)I'llhityouwhereit

hurtsthemost,respectmeandmy

relationshipwithDidi.Takemywords

toDidianddoallyoucantocome

betweenus...justtryandwatchme

breakyourheartintointopieces.I

canbecold...Icecoldbruh

Ken:(swallowedandrubbedhiscut

frustratedly)Keagoutwamr,I'm

sorryforcallingthislate.Idon'tknow



ifyousawmymessagestoher,I'm

sorryforthattoo.Ididn'tknowit

wouldignitesomethinglikethis

Bayang:Youcallheratnightknowing

sheiswithmeandexpectwhat?A

standingovation?

Ken:Kanannagakeganegorekego

diretsephoso,kanakarengnerra?

Akerekaresorry?Warengjaanong?

Bayang:Youheardme.

Hehungupandwalkedinthe

bedroomclosingthedoorthenKen

calledagain.HehandedDidithe

phoneandshesatup...



Didi:Hello?

Ken:LetmetalktoBayang

Didi:(handingthephone)Hewantsto

talktoyou.

Bayang:(gettinginbed)No

Didi:Hedoesn'twanttotalk

Ken:Pleasegivehimthephone,it's

important.Dirajaloplease...

Shehandedhimthephonethenhe

sighedandputitonhisearlayingon



hisback...

Bayang:Hello

Ken:Kerileointshwarele,iwantus

tounderstandeachother.Youcan't

saysomethinglikethatandthen

whenIrespondyouhangup.I'm

sorry,canwegetoverthat?

Bayang:Yeah,it'sover.

Ken:Skadirajaakaoakanyakeago

kopa,I'mgivingyoumyword.I'm

donetryingtowinherover.Lewena

waabonagoreyouhavetheupper

handandI'llbestupidtocrossyou.

I'lldotherightthing,justdon'tgo



downthatroad.

Bayang:What'snextissolelyupto

you...I'mwatchingyou.

Ken:Yeahwatchmebutonnesure

goreit'smebeforeyoujumpinto

conclusionsandpunishmefor

melatoeseyamekerayahagoka

diregasengwe.I'mtakingmyselfout

ofthatpossibilitybecausewetalked

andiunderstandwhereweboth

stand.

Bayang:Bye,ineedtogetsomesleep.

Hehungandgaveherthephoneas

shecuriouslylookedathim?



Didi:Whatdidhesay?Whatareyou

twotalkingabout?

Bayang:Hewasjustapologisingfor

callingthislateatnight.

Didi:Itsoundedabitseriousthough,

areng?

Bayang:Arewegoingtotalkabout

him?

Didi:(smiled)Ofcoursenot..

Hekissedherandrolledovergetting

ontopofherandbetweenherlegs.....



AtAatile'sHouse....

Laterthatnightjustafter11pmthe

carlittheroomsasLoloparkedthe

carandsteppedwithsomefiles,she

putthemonthetableandwalked

acrossthehousetakingoffhershirt..

Shewalkedinthebedroomand

closedthedoorthenshesatonthe

bedasAatilelaidonthebedfacing

thewall...

Aatile:Itriedcallingyou



Lolo:Myphonewasonsilentmode

since6pmgaketsenainthe

conferenceroom.I'msorryfornot

calling

Aatile:From6to11pmlolemo

meeting?

Lolo:I'monadeadlineAatile,imight

bepromotedsoican'tbebehindka

tiro

Aatile:Ehe,Babyishome.Ito-

Lolo:Shecan'tbehome.Whose

home?Didn'tshesaysheisbeing

abused?

Shestoodupandwalkedintoher



roomswitchingthelightson...

Lolo:Babytsogaotswemogame.

Now,yousaidyou'rebeingabused

andyouhaveafather...Tsamayako

goZeroMaya..

Baby:Mama-

Lolo:Eh-ehdon'tcallmethat,you

punchedme...Obetsanna?Howcan

youforget?YousaidyouwantwhatI

wantedinDubai,goandfindit...

Baby:(tearfully)Mamaatthistimeof

thenight?Whatifigetrapedorkilled

Lolo:That'swhatyoushouldof

thoughtoff,gasekommapereko



hagoiterelelweha.Ophekilewa

tsamayasopleaseleave...Now

beforeontena

Sheputonherclothesandgrabbed

herbagasAatilepushedthechairin

Aatile:Lolostopit,wheredoyou

wanthertogo?

Lolo:sheisawomanakere?Shehas

feelingsandsheisbeingabusedhere.

Lethergo....Tsamayamma....Ona

lesebetesagorobalamogameo

senagompetsakadifeisi...Nxla....



Babyrubbedhertearswalkingacross

thelivingroomasLolofollowedher

andopenedthedoorforher.

Baby:Mamathemmaintshwarele

gankakekatholakethokabotho...

Lolo:Go..

Baby:I'mreallyscaredofthedark,

youknowthat

Lolo:Idon'tknowanythingaboutyou,

tsamaya

Babykneltonthestoopcrying

holdingherbag...



Baby:Mamathemmasorry...

Aatile:Lolo-

Lolo:(angrily)Aatiledon't!Don't!

Baby:Papa?Mamathemma-

Loloclosedthedoorandswitched

offthelightsthenshepushedAatile's

wheelchairtothebedroomwhereshe

closedthedoorandsatdowntaking

offherclothes....

***



MeanwhileBabywalkedoutofthe

gatepressingherphoneasit

reportedthebattery,shedialedher

socialworkerbutthephoneshut

downbeforeshecouldpick..

Baby:Eish...

Shewalkedinoneoftheneighbours

andknocked,theneighbour'sfirst

bornopenedthedoorandshewalked

in...

Don'tforgettoLikeandcomment,

goodnight.



*

*
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*
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AtLolo'sHouse....

ThenextmorningLolomadeaquick

Englishbreakfastinthekitchenas

Agathahelpedthechildrengetready

forschoolthenherphonerang...

Lolo:(puttingeverythinginthetray)

Hello?

Assistant:Goodmorningma'am,I'm

justcallingtoremindyouaboutthe

boardmeetingatseventhirty.

Lolo:Thanks,bye



Shehungupandhurriedtothe

bedroomwheresheputitonthe

headboardandgrabbedher

handbag...

Lolo:I'mgoing,breakfastkejoo

Aatile:Whattimewillyoubehome?

Lolo:Ihavealotofmeetingstoday

andI'mhelpingmyassistant

organiseaworkshop.Mybossesare

puttingpressureonmesoidon't

knowbutitwon'tbeatnightI'llnot

worklatetonight.I'llbehomeby5

Aatile:Ihopeyou'renotcheating

again



Lolo:(sigheddiscouraged)Whyisit

thateachtimeimakeamistake

aroundhereeveryonereferstomy

past?Whenlastdidicheat?Can'tibe

busydoingsomethingelseinsteadof

cheating?Iamheadingaverybusy

departmentandifyoucan't

understandhowdemandingmyjobis

orwhenihavetoworklatetopush

andimpressmysuperiorsthenican't

explainit.Iknowiwrongedyoubutif

thiscontinuesthenI'llquestionwhyI

amfaithfulbecauseyoudon'tseeit,i

amfaithfultoyouI'mjustworking

harder.Stopaccusingme,

Aatile:Youdon'tspendtimewithme,



whatdoyouexpectmetothink?

Lolo:ThatI'mworking?

Aatile:AndwhataboutBaby?Kante

goneLoloakoompoleledoesmy

voicematterhereastheman?Does

itmakesenseforyoutochaseBaby

outwhenisaidshecancomehome?

Doparentingpartnersdothat?The

othersayingthisandtheothersaying

that?

Lolo:IknowyouloveBabymorethan

otherchildrenandyoucan'tsaynoto

her,thatgirldisrespectedyouinthe

worstwaypossible.Sheutteredthe

wordsyou'renotmyfatherafter



raisingherupforsomanyyears,you

havebeenagoodfathermorethani

havebeenamothertoherandshe

talkstoyoulikethat?Shemustnever

talktoyoulikethatnever.Kooreke

batagoregakehetsaleBabyaboa

itsesentegoremolwapengle

mmagwekemang,rragwekemang

enekemang.I'mchoosingto

overstepyourpositionjusttoteach

thislittlegirlrespect.WhenI'mdone

shewon'tevertalktoyoulikethat.

That'sjust1,2shepunchedme.Baby

mustknowthatsheisanAfrican

childthisisnotNanny911where

whitekidspunchtheirmothersand



thengetjustifiedgotwethey'resad.

InBotswanayounevertalkbackat

yourmotherletalonepunchher,

(clappedhandsturningthemupand

down)kelanthakebonaandinever

thoughtmyowndaughtercandothat

ibileaphuthasayingsheisleaving?

BabyisyettoseetheAfricannessin

me,shemustgetdownfromthat

highhorseandbeonthesamelevel

asotherchildreninthishouseher

HIVstatusdoesn'tmakeherspecial

inanyway.Mayaneverdebateswith

melikethat,Carlhelawaditedu

neverargueswithmesoiwon'tlet

BabymakeAgathathinkit'sokayto



insultpeople,never!AgathaandBaby

arealmostthesameagebuttheway

Setsanaishumbledyou'dthinkshe

hasn'tevenreachedpuberty,sheis

alsoateenagersodon'ttellmeabout

hormonestoo.Babyisactinglikea

spoiltbratayekogoZeroakerekoo

gatweonalemaitseo.

Aatile:(tookadeepbreath)Okaynow

iunderstandyourviewandbabe

you'rerightbutsheapologised.

Lolo:Shecametoyoubecauseshe

knewshewasforgiven2seconds

afterinsultingyou,lethercometo

meandapologisingdoesn't

guaranteeforgivenesssheknows



thatakereshethinksigaveherHIV

despitemyeffortstoshowherthat

ngwanakaihiredanannyandhad

thatnannynotbroughtherboyfriend

whichwasnotanagreementwe

wouldn'tbehere.Enemogoene

ekareihiredtherapistandlefther

withhim.Ifeelbadandeverynight

keaitshekisagorekoorennako

Dubaiabennekeyakaebutforherto

liveherwholelifeangryatmelike

thatwon'tbearheranyfruitskegone

goreampetsejaanongnnakana

feishyameetona.Nnahaamphaila

kesengaralatsahaalekafeish..



Aatilestaredatherasshespoke

boilingpicturingBabyinthesenseof

"kesengaralatsahaalekafeish"

madehimlaughunexpectedlyashe

lookeddowncoveringhismouth.

Lolothoughtaboutittooandjoined

inlaughing...

Aatile:(laughed)You'resoevil

Lolo:(laughed)Youdon'tunderstand

howangrythislittlegirlmakesme

feelandsheistakingadvantageof

thisspecialtreatmentshegetsfrom

you.Idon'tfallforthat,allthe

childrenarethesametome..



Aatile:WhileonthattopicMaya

calledlastnight

Lolo:Ok?

Aatile:SheispregnantwithTshepo's

baby,babewhywouldmyfrienddo

thattome?

Lolo:Shetoldmeaboutitandasked

menottotellyousoshecanbethe

onetotellyou.Iwasequally

surprisedgoreaoTshepohela

Tsheposoallalongwhilecoming

herehewasdroolingoverourkids.

Aatile:(tearfully)Whathurtsmethe

mostkegoreiknowthisguyinand

out,Tshepoisnotstable...Henever



spentmorethanayearwiththesame

woman

Lolo:Iknow,I'mjustshockedbut

sincetheyhaveachildandhewants

tomarryherandsettledownwehave

nochoice.

Aatile:No,heisnotmarryingmy

daughter...I'mstillaskingmyself

whereifailedasafather.

Lolo:(lookedatthetime,themeeting

hadstartedthensheputdownher

bagandsat)AatileIdon'twantto

everhearyousaythatbecauseyou're

agoodfather.Youdidn'tfailbutwe

mustacknowledgethatourchildren



willmaketheirmistakesandlearn

fromthembecausethey'regrown.

Mayaisover18soshecanmakeher

decisionandmarrywhoevershe

wants.Herchildneedsafather....

Totaifthereisachildinvolvedwe

canonlysupporttherelationship

Aatile:(swallowedlookingather)

LovekesupporteTshepotosleep

withmydaughter?Thisguyismyage

mate...Olderthanmewithayear,a

damnfullyearandhedoesthatto

me?Sleepingwithmydaughterright

undermynoseuntilsheispregnant?



Herphonerangandshepickedon

loudspeaker...

Lolo:Hello?

Assistant:Ma'amtheCEOandCOO

wouldliketoseeyou

Lolo:Tellthemihadtotakean

emergencyleave,it'safamilymatter

andI'llgetbacktothemassoonasi

can.

Assistant:HoldforMrRams

Lolo:Hello?

MrRams:HelloMissJohnson

Lolo:Goodmorningsir



MrRams:Iheardtheteamhasbeen

workinglatethewholeofthisweek

withoutevenfillingtheovertime

sheets,howcome?

Lolo:Ithoughtbecauseitwasour

choice-

MrRams:LetarebolaisaLabour,and

toavoidworkinglateyoucan

postponethisworkshoptoamore

suitabletime.

Lolo:Eishthat'sbetterwaitsene

setsekesannemolwapeng

MrRams:Eewedon'twantto

enslavepeople,youknowhowMr

CEOisallaboutfamily.



Lolo:Thankyou,Iwon'tbeintoday

kenalefamilymatterimustattend

yo

MtRams:Seeyoutomorrow.

Shehungupandtookoffherformal

wearthenshepulledoutherwigand

sighedsittingonthebedlookingat

Aatile....

Lolo:You'reagoodfatherandthati

canassure-

Aatile:Wait....(lookingather)I'm

sorryforaccusingyouofcheating

andmentioningyourmistakes.I



didn'tknowthingswerehardonyou

atwork

Lolo:Don'tworryabout,anywayyou

areagood-

Aatile:No,I'mreallysorry...I'mstuck

onthechairandexpectingyouto

balanceitallwithworkimeanyou're

thebossandobviouslyyouhaveto

showyoursubordinateshowtowork

yourwayup.I'msorry.Cometothink

ofitihardlyappreciatethesupper

womanyou'reworkingsohardto

feedallthesechildrenandsavings

forthem,alltheseishard

work...you'reasuperwomanwho

nevergetscomplimentedbecause



hermistakesareallthat'sseen

Lolo:(swallowedtearfully)stop,you'll

makemecry

Aatile:I'msorryfornottellingyou

you'rebeautifulandhardworking

becauseI'mbusygettingjealous...

Sheleanedoverandkissedhimthen

theyhugged...

Aatile:I'mnotcontactinghisfamily

aboutthispregnancythatwaythey

won'teventalktomeaboutmagadi.

Tshepowantwaelamogomaswe

andheisluckyI'monthewheelchair



Lolo:Weneedtothinkforthatchil-

Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

Lologotdressedandsteppedout,

sheopenedtotwomenwho

respectfullygreetedher.Therewas

somethingfamiliarabouttheother

man.Shesoreshe'dseenhim

somewhere..

Man:IamMoreriZambo

Man2:AndiamLefokoZambo

Thenameclarifieditforher,hewas



oneoftheboardmemberstwin

brother...

Lolo:IamAloneJohnson

Lefoko:WehavebeensentbyRre

ZambotoMrJohnson,maywesee

himplease?

Lolo:Um....Okay....

Shewentbackinside....

***

Lolograbbedat-shirtandhandedit



toAatile...

Lolo:therearetwomenoutside

lookingforyou,oneofthemismy

boss'sbother

Aatile:Whatdotheywant?

Lolo:Idon'tknow,theysaidthey

beensentbyRreZambo

Aatile:Mxm,TshepoisaZambo,baa

tholabareebatsamae.Baapeka

whatdotheywantbecauseihaven't

calledthem.

Lolo:Aatilepleasedon'tdothis..

Aatile:Heisnotmarryingmy



daughter...

Lolo:Thisisnotaboutyouand

Tshepo,it'saboutMayaandher

daughter'shappiness..Iknowit'sa

harddecisionmylovebutplease,put

yourfeelingsasideanddoit.Re

godisitsekanaMayaomotona,i

knowshewillalwaysbealittlegirlto

youbutdoyouwanthertobehaving

childrenwithhimasamonyale?

Aatile:No

Lolo:ThendoitifnotforMayafor

thebabysheiscarrying,letherteach

hersiblingsgorebanabatsholelwa

konyalongboBabyleAgathaba



bonegoremosadioanyalwaabeele

goneatsholang.

Aatile:Fine...

MinuteslaterLolopushedhischair

intothelivingroomwherethe

Zambo'sweresitting.Theygreeted

oneanotherandshookhands....

Lefoko:Retajaanareleborra

Zamboretsilegoitshuparele

batsadibagaTshepoZambo,

ngwanawaronaoreboleletsehaa

bonyekgarebeebongMayaJohnson

yaanongrenerekopagonnabaeng



balonakalaboraroaborekopale

tsamaiso.

Aatile:Eeborrakeautwamme

batsadibangwanagabayo,gaba

dumalaneretaleneelaphetolo.

Lefoko:Eerra,rekopatsela.

Aatile:Thankyou,bye

TheystoodupandleftthenAatile

shookhishead...

Aatile:Ican'tbelieveheisreallydoing

this

Lolo:I'msorry...



Hetookouthisphoneanddialedhis

father....

Johnson:hello?

Aatile:Areyouatthefarm?

Him:yes,why?

Aatile:I'dliketoseeyoubathobane

betsilebarebabataMayaandIdon't

evenknowifirespondedaccordingly

becauseIhaven'tbeentoalotof

negotiations.ItoldthemI'dgivethem

areplyafterconsultingtherestofthe

family.



Him:Itwasperfect,youdidgood.

YourmotherandiwillcometoMaun

tomorrow.EneMayawagobatelwa

kaewenaothadile?Kanangwanao

batelwakogorragweesengko

mosading.

Aatile:I'llseewhatIcando.

Hehungandlookedather...

Aatile:Ngwanaobatelwakoga

rragwesoitcan'tbeherebecausewe

arenotmarried

Lolo:Butitwasourhouse



Aatile:Wearedivorcedsonowit's

yoursalone

Lolo:Let'sgogetmarriedattheDC

office

Aatile:What?

Lolo:Besideswebeenlivinglikea

marriedcouplefor5yearswhynot?I

knowyoudon'twanttomarryme

becauseyoudon'ttrustmebutI've

changed

Aatile:(laughed)youthinkIdon't

wanttomarryyou?

Lolo:Whywouldyoulivewithmefor

5yearshavingsexwithmeand

eatingmymealskegodirela



everythingandyoudon'tsayanything

aboutmarriage.

Hepushedhischairtothewardrobe

andtookoutaringthenheturned

andopenedit...

Aatile:Willyoupleasedomethe

honerofbeingMrsJohnsonagain

thistimeforever

Lolo:(smiled)Yes...

Heputtheringonherfingerthenshe

huggedhim...



Aatile:Whiteweddingortraditional?

Lolo:(laughed)Traditionalmothowa

modimo,mmekelaiwekeapeswe

tjalekekgonegonyadisangwanake

andwewilldothewhitewedding

whenyougetoutofwheelchair

besidestogarediaMaya.

Aatile:That'strue....(laughedand

kissedherhand)Thankyou,ididn't

knowyouwantedtomarryme

Lolo:Iwasafraidtoaskgoreonyala

lengakeregatweresekarabotsa

Aatile:Butwecouldhavelongbeen

married,thereisnothingwrongwith



askingbutthanksanywayIloveyou

Lolo:Iloveyoutoo...

AtDidi'sboutique...

Dididirectedthedeliveryguyswhere

toputthefurnitureastheyoffloaded

everythingthenherphonerang,she

answeredwalkingintheofficeand

closedthedoor...

Didi:Hello?

Ken:Hey,ijustwokeup

Didi:(laughed)Okay,ijustcamefrom



havinglunch.Howdidyousleepina

newcontinent?

Ken:It'sbeautifuldownhere...Imean

thisplaceisjustperfect...

Didi:Really?

Ken:Yeah...I'mstandingbythe

windowwatchingthecity...mynew

apartmentisbeautifulandfully

furnished.Ithas2bedrooms...And

theviewisexcellent...(laughed)The

trafficisnoisythough

Didi:Icanimagine...

Ken:Um...I'mgettingreadytogoto

schoolandregister.

Didi:Sendmepicturesoftheareaso



icanshowthekids.

Ken:Okay,thekidswouldloveithere,

it'sasafeneighbourhoodandmost

tenantsarechristians...Iwantthem

tovisit,wouldyoumindbringing

themover?

Didi:No,Iowethemthatmuch,they

weresosadthatibroughtthemto

theairportlatewhentheybeen

waitingallmorning.

Ken:Okay,soum....shouldireally

budgetandplanfortheirvisit?

Didi:Yes,justfindouthowmuchit

wouldcostfortheplanetickets,visas

andmaybefoodandwarmclothesif



it'sfreezing.Ihadsavingsthoughmy

motherstolesomegosetse

sengwenyanaandifitslittlewecan

savemoneyforacoupleofmonths

beforewecandecidewhentovisit.

I'llhavetogotobirthsanddeaths

registrationofficetohavemyidentity

anddocumentsfunctionalagain

Ken:(laughed)Uhukanayou're

legallydead...(theybothlaughed)

Wenalifeyagagokedifilmhela

Didi:GakebateKen

Ken:(smiled)OkaysoI'llwaitforyour

call,idon'twanttocalllateandget

youintrouble.



Didi:True

Ken:Right..Alrightthanksfortalking

tomecivilthistime

Didi:(laughed)Inotherwordskea

tsenwa?

Ken:(laughed)Yousaiditnotme

Didi:(laughed)Nxla,shap

Ken:Shap..

Shehungupandwalkedback

outside.....

AtKamo'soffice.....



KamoexhaledlookingatBabyasshe

rubbedthetears,shehandedhera

tissueandaglassofwaterthenshe

drunkandswipedhertearsblowing

hernose....

Baby:Iknowiwrongedmymother

andI'msorrybutiwanttocome

home.

Kamo:Letmetellyousomething

aboutasinglemother....Yourmother

sufferedtoraiseyouanditsnoteasy.

IknowbecauseiwasthereandI'dbe

hurtifmydaughtertalkstomethe

wayyoutalkedtoyourmother.You're



admittingtopunchingher,thatwas

thebiggestmistakeofyourlifeeven

beforeGod,thekarmaofatearful

parentisbaddon'teverdothatno

matterhowangryyougetatyour

parents.Leenethefatheryouclaim

tolove....Totayou'vehurthimsobad

nostepfatherdeservesthatbecause

evenbiologicalfathersfailbutenehe

didit.Begratefultoyourparents.You

needtoacceptyourHIVstatusand

bepridefulkaHIVyagagobecause

trustmeyoudidn'tgetrapedbecause

sheisabadmother.Shehireda

nannytohelpher,doyouknowhow

manychildrenhavenannies?Millions



andmostofthtimeweneverknowif

it'sabadorgoodnanny.Shedidn't

leaveyouwiththenanny'sboyfriend

andthatrapecouldhavehappened

whileshewasatwork.Child

molestationisneveraparent'sfault

unlesssheabandonedyouwithout

supervisionbutshepaidtohaveyou

lookedafter24/7,hermistakewasto

trustastrangerbutifitswrongthen

allmotherswithnannieslebomaid

arejustasbad.Yourmotherloves

youandI'msuresheisbeating

herselfhardforleavingyoudon't

havetomakeitworse.You'reselfish

forwantingtobeforgivenwhenyou



haven'tforgivenher,doyounow

understandhowshefeels?You

punchedherandyoucan'tchangeit

butyou'resorry,sheconcludedyou're

abadchildthesamewayyou

concludedsheisabadmother.The

angeryoubothhavewillnotgetyou

anywhere...

Baby:NowiunderstandandIwantto

fixthings,Iknowinwaswrong...I

missmymotherandfamily.Howdoi

fixit?

Kamo:I'llcallherandsetupan

appointmenttoseeher

Baby:(smiledthoughtfully)Holdon



withthat....Ihaveaplan,I'llcallifit

fails...

Kamo:Okay

Shegrabbedherbagandhurried

out..….

AtLolo'sHouse...

Shearrivedtofindnoonehomeand

putherbagdownthenshelookedat

thehouseandtookadeepbreath

foldingthesleevesofhershirt...



Baby:Okay,herewegoMayayougot

this...

Shecleanedtheentirehousegoing

fromroomtoroomchangingtheset

upsanddidallofherparentslaundry

workingfasttoensureprogress

wouldbevisibleshouldtheyshowup

anytime...

After3hoursofcleaningshewent

outsideandcutthegrassthenraked

andcamebacktothehousefora

quickbath.



Shesatonthecouchandplayeda

certainsongonrepeatmode,she

wasplanningtoplayitforhermother

butthelyricsofthesongsunkinas

shesattherelisteningtoit.

Whenshewassingingitasachild

shewasjustscreamingthewords

butnowshewasoldershecould

understandwhathermotherwas

sayingtoher...

Sheincreasedthevolumeand

tearfullylistenedtoitasafew

memoriesoftheirstrugglecame



back...

Song:Shetellshim"oohlove"

Noone'severgonnahurtyou,love

I'mgonnagiveyouallofmylove

Nobodymatterslikeyou

Shetellshim"yourlifeain'tgonnabe

nothinglikemylife

You'regonnagrowandhaveagood

life

I'mgonnadowhatI'vegottodo"

So,rockabyebaby,rockabye

I'mgonnarockyou



Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Somebody'sgotyou

Rockabyebaby,rockabye

I'mgonnarockyou

Rockabyebaby,don'tyoucry

Tearsblurredtheremoteshewas

holding,shecouldn'tunderstandhow

hermothermanagedtofeedherand

atsuchayoungage.Her

teenagehoodhadbeenreplacedby

motherhood....

ThedooropenedandLolosteppedin



lookingathersittingonthecouch

withherhandsonherfacecrying.

SheangrilylookedatMayaasthe

songstartedagain,ittookherback

tothelittlehutshestayedinwithher

littlegirl.Howshewouldtrickherinto

drinkingmaxupujustaftershehad

seenDiboyshavingbananas.The

smellofdustandthethatchedroof

thatwasfalling...Sharingtorn

mattresswithherdaughterwithfaith

thatonedayshewouldgivehera

betterlife...

Yeahtherewasherlittlegirlsittingin

abighousesurroundedbylavish



throughhardworkbutwhatusewas

itifshewasn'tahappychild.She

knewshepromisedhernoonewould

hurtherbutheronerecklessdecision

changedallthatandspoiledher

promisetoherdaughter....

Shewouldneverhaveunprotected

sexandshewouldhavetolivewith

stigmatisationfromalltheignorant

peopleinthecommunity.Tearsfilled

hereyesasshewalkedovertoher

littlegirl,Babystoodupandmether

halfwayhuggingastearsfell....



Lolo:Iamsosorrythatididn'tkeep

mypromise,Iamsorrythat-

Maya:(tearfullylookingather)Mama

thankyouforkeepingyourpromise,

yougavemeagoodlife...Iamoneof

therichkids.Iwenttoaprivate

schoolandidon'tneedmoneyfrom

men...You'reonlyhumanandyou

can'tbeattwoplacesatthesame

time.Youneverhadfunasayoung

girlbecauseyouhadtoraisemeand

whenyoufoundachanceyoutookit.

Youweren'twrong...Youknowwhy?

Becauseyouputaroofovermyhead

andhiredsomeonespecificallyto

takecareofme...Iamthankfulfor



that.Ibeenangryatthewrong

person.Evenmynannydidn'tdothis,

thatmandidandtodayiforgivehim

formyownpeaceofmind.Iamsorry

forpunishingyouwhenIshouldbe

enjoyingallthatyoupromisedme.I

shouldbeenjoyingmymother's

moneybecauseverysoonI'llbeold

andshewon'twantmearound...

(theybothlaughedtearfully)Who

wouldwantastubbornwomaninher

houseanyways?Iamsorry,please

forgivemeandletmebackhomesoi

cangiveyouandpapatherespect

youdeserve.Idon'tknowwhyi

disrespectedpapalikethat,ithurts



meandIwishIcouldtakeitback...

(lookedatthedoorwhereAatilewas

waitingonthewheelchair)PapaI'm

sorry,you'reagoodfatherandI'll

alwaysloveyou.

Lolohuggedherastheybothrubbed

theirtears...

Lolo:IforgiveyouandI'msorryfor

notunderstandingyourpainsall

along.Mybiggestmistakethatday

wasnottoleaveyouwithyourfather

thoughiknewitwasbetterthan

havingamaid.I'msorry...



Baby:It'sokay...

Aatilerolledthechairoverand

sighed...

Aatile:Andnowthatwehave

establishedyoucancleantheyard

andthehouse,it'syournewduty

Baby:(smiled)Noway..What?

Lolo:Areyoutalkingbackagain?

Baby:(smiled)Ofcoursenotmama,i

lovecleaningwhodoesn'tlikecutting

grasseveryday?Ijustlovecleaning,

it'slikeahobby...



Theyalllaughed...

Baby:AnywhoI'mgoingtoGooglea

nicedress,I'mthebestlady...

Aatile'ssmiledisappearedthenhe

wenttothebedroom,Baby

rememberedandsmiledcoveringher

mouthregrettably...

Lolo:(whispered)Actlikeme,hide

yourexcitement...Mayaisgoingtobe

onegorgeousbrideandIalready



startedsavingformykids,tabegole

murrkolenyaloemahelawena.

Baby:(laughedandwhispered)I

knowright..

Lolo:Daddyeneotaahola

TheylaughednaughtilyasLolo

walkedtothebedroomandputon

thesadface...

Lolo:("sadly")Tshepoissucha

snaketota....

AtDidi'sboutique...



LaterthatdayDidilockedtheshop

andgotinBayang'scarthenhe

leanedoverandkissedher.

Bayang:hey

Didi:Hey...

Hejoinedtheroadasshepulledthe

seatbelt...

Didi:Kenwantsthechildrentovisit

himinacoupleofweekswhich

meansihavetotakethemtherejust



tomakesuretheytravelsafely.

Bayang:Soyouwanttogoto

America?

Didi:Idon'twanttogo,thekidswant

togoseetheirfatherandasthe

motherIwanttomakesuretheyget

theresafely.

Bayang:No,you'renotgoing.Idon't

trusthim,hehasasister...LetOtlhe

takethem

Didi:Otlhehasajobandaboyfriend

whomthey'retryingtobuildafamily,

shecan'tleaveherlifeandtakecare

ofmychildrenevenwhenI'malive.

Bayang:You'renotgoingDidi,you



can'tgoanddeepdownyouknowit's

wrong.You'renotgoingandI'mnot

negotiatingwithyou.I'mtiredofyou

walkingalloverme,thistimeI'mnot

takinganyofthatnonsenseleene

KennaitoldhimIwon'ttakehis

bullshit,I'msurprisedhewantstodo

thisafterourconversationlastnight

clearlygaanthaloganyakanaonea

tsayagorekeashenama.Don'tplay

me,ifyou'reinarelationshipwithme

yououghttorespectmethesame

wayIrespectyouorelsewewillhave

aproblem.You'renotgoingandwe

willneverdiscussyoucrossing

oceanstobeinKenna'shouse.



Didishookherheadandsadlylooked

outsidethewindowashedrove....

TWOMONTHSLATER....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.



.

[9/4,12:13AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me
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Atthemall....

MayaandBabywalkedpastDidi's

boutique..

Maya:Let'spassby,iwanttotalkto

auntie.Iheardshedoesn'tattendmy

meetings

Baby:Ican'tgointhere,howwilli



lookather?Ican'tfaceher

Maya:Howlongwillyouavoidher?

Hetatheretsene

Baby:I'llwaitoutside...Shehasn't

saidanythingtomesinceshefound

outaboutmeandKen,sheevensaw

usinbed...Ican'tfaceher

Maya:Ijoonnammakeatsamaya,i

can'tbeinonyourbattlesbecause

I'mabouttohaveafamilyofmyown

andineedadultsasmuchasIcan.

Baby:I'llwaitoutside...

MayawalkedintheshopjustasDidi

handedhercustomerthechangeand



aplastic,Mayasmiledassheand

Didihugged...

Didi:(smiled)Ohmy,

congratulations....Isitaboyorgirl?

Maya:(laughed)Thankyouit'sagirl

Didi:Andcongratulationsonthe

weddingMrsZambo...Bayangtold

meallaboutitfromyourfather.

Maya:(laughed)Auntiemmakea

swabaekarekeratadilotsabathoba

batonahela,kennahelakoclassing

ketabongkenyetswe

Didi:Akaakerengwanayoomo

rwelengyokeenesignetona...o



motonahaobonaodirilengwana

(theybothlaughed)You'regoingto

bebeautiful

Maya:Thank,ijustpassedbytosee

howyouaredoing.Iheardyoudon't

attendmyweddingmeetingsandi

waswonderingwhy

Didi:Yourmotherhasn'tinvitedme

soit'shardformetojustshowup

especiallybecauseI'madivorcee,

somepeopledon'twantdivorceesin

theirchildren'smagadinegotiations

becauseit'sbelievedyoufailedto

keepamarriageandyoumightbring

thattothenewwife.Divorceesare

justlikesinglepeople



Maya:Ididn'tknowbutwhywenale

mamalesabuisane?You're

practicallysistersandformetotait's

hard.Idon'tunderstand

Didi:Maybeit'sbecauseoftheBaby

Kenthingorwhatidon'tknow,ireally

don'tknowbecausewhenIfirst

arrivedivisitedherofficeandyesshe

wasfreakedbutafterhearingabout

thewrongburialandtheZimbabwean

ladywhowwsburiedshehasn't

talkedtomelennaican'tapproach

herbecausethelasttimewetalked

shepushedmeonthegroundwheni

wasabouttostopherfromharassing

Ken.Iwasprotectingherbecausei



knowifKengetsupsetallthat

Christianitywouldflyoutthewindow

butshepushedme

Maya:Italkedtoherthismorningke

mokgalemelagoreronalaretsietsa

becausewegrewupreitsegore

you'reoursecondmotherandi

expectyouatmywedding

Didi:Ialreadyboughtapresentand

I'llbetherebutesengmererogapeeo

ealaletswagaoitelehelaoreya

mmitining

Maya:Iunderstand

Didi:Andyou'refreetopickanything

intheshopforyourwedding...



Shegaspedandwalkedaroundthe

shopadmiringeverything...

Maya:Canigetthewholeshop?

Didi:(laughed)Batho!

Theybothlaughedasshechecked

moreitems...

AtZane'sschool...

Bayangparkedthecarandwaitedas

ZaneandFaithwalkedovertalkingto



oneoftheirschoolmates,heblew

thehornandtheyhurriedup.

Hestartedthecarastheyclosedthe

doorsandsecuredtheirseatbelts...

Zane:Hello?

Bayang:Hi,howwasschool?

Faith:Itwasfine...

Theycontinuedchattingintheback

ashelistenedtomusic.

Hedrovehomeforthemtotakeoff



theirschooluniformsbeforehecould

dropthemoffattheboutique...

Minuteslaterhewaitedinthecar

whiletheyraninthehousethenhe

leanedbackanddialedhisuncle....

Him:Hello?

Bayang:dumelaa...I'dliketovisityou

thisweekend,willyoubehome?

Him:Yes,I'mjusthome...

Bayang:Thereissomethingiwantto

talktoyouabout.

Him:Ok



Bayang:Bye

Hehungupasthechildrengotinthe

carholdingthephoneonavideocall

withtheirfatherthenhedroveoff...

Zane:Whenarewecomingthere?

Ken:I'mstilllookingforsomebodyto

bringyoubecauseauntieOtlhecan't

Faith:Whycan'tmamajustbringus?

iwanttoseeyourhouse...

Ken:Mamacan'tbringyouguys,it's

complicated

Zane:Whydon'twejustcomeby



ourselves?

Ken:Thereareconnectingflightson

theway,you'dbeconfusedatthe

airports.Ifitwasoneflightstraight

fromMauntoOklahomaI'daskyour

momtosendyouthenwaitatthe

airport.

Zane:(sadly)Ireallywanttocome

there...What'sthatonthe

background?

Ken:(lookedbackgrinningasthe

windblewmakinghushsoundson

thephone)Uhitsthewater....Iamat

thebeach

Faith:Ohmaniwanttoseethebeach



Zane:(tearfully)I'mreally

disappointedthatyoucan'taskmom

tobringus.

Ken:Zaneit'scomplicated,you

wouldn'tunderstand.Whatdidmama

say?

Zane:Thatsheisnotfittotraveland

theothertimeshesaidsheisnot

allowedtogobecauseshedoesn't

haveIDifoundherIDandaskedher

thenshesaidshehadtowaitalittle

longerbecauseitwasn'tfunctioning.

IfeelsodumbthatyouboththinkI'm

stupid.Ifyoudon'twantmetovisit

youit'sfine.



Ken:Zanebuddyyou'renotgetting

me,iwantyoutocomeandifmama

agreesthenyou'llbeherewith24

hours

Zane:I'lltalktoheragain

Ken:Talktoherbecauseiwantyou

hereit'sjustthatnobodycanbring

youtwo.Askhertotellyouthereal

reasonshecan'tcomemaybeyou

willunderstandbecauseyou'reold

enough.

Zane:Okay

Ken:Canyousendmepictures?

Zane:Okay....(laughed)Didyousee

mama'spictures?(Bayanglistened



carefully)Theonesisentyesterday?

Ken:(laughed)Isawthem,sheis

goingtokillyouwhenshefindsout

yousentmepicturesofherlikethat

Zane:(laughed)Itwassofunny,Faith

andilaughedather

Ken:(laughed)It'smywallpaper,each

timeitapmyphoneiseeherandfeel

likelaughingZaneyou'renotagood

boyyou'llneverseeheaven

Zane:Hahahahashewassofunny

Ken:Alrightguysletmego,I'lltalkto

later.Itsstillmorninghere

Zane:Bye



Faith:bye

TheyhungupthenBayangturned

aroundtakingthephonefromZane's

hand...

Bayang:Whyareyousendingyour

father'sDidi'spictures?

Zane:Givememyphone...

Bayangwentthroughhisgalleryand

foundpicturesofDididozingoffon

theshopcounterthenhehighlighted

themanddeletedthem.



Hewentontosearchforalltheother

pictureshehadofhismotherand

deletedthemasstoodupandtriedto

snatchthephonefromhimcrying....

Zane:Stopdeletingmama'spictures

Bayang:(pushedhimoffandhefell

onFaith)Don'ttouchme!I'mdeleting

thembecauseyou'resendingthemto

yourfather,whyareyousending

themtohim?

Zane:(crying)It'smymomandican

takepicturesofherifIwant

Bayang:Isthatwhatyouthink?



Heslowedthecarandcontinuedto

deletebutthereweresomany

picturesheimpatientlyformatedthe

memorycardandthewhimthe

phone...

Bayang:StopsendingKennaDidi's

pictures,heisnotDidi'sfatherandif

youwanttosendhimpicturessend

himyourpictures.

Zanepickedhisphonefromthemat

andclickedonit,henoticedthatall

hispicturesandvideosweregone.



Eventheonesherecordedsingingat

church...

Zane:(tearfully)Youdeleted

everything?...Ihadvideosfromour

practice

Bayang:You'lltaketheothersnext

timedon'ttakepicturestsaDidi

Zane:(rubbedhistears)Ihad

picturesofmeandFaithwithpapa,

justthethreeofusandyoudeleted

themtoo?

Tearsfilledhiseyesandleanedover

hiskneescrying...



Faith:(angrily)Idon'tlikeyou

Bayang:Idon'tcare,idon'tneedyou

tolikeme

Faith:Youarenotmyfriend

Zane:(tearfullyleanedback)Faith

keepquiet,don'ttalkback.

Faith:Heisnotnice.Hemadeyoucry

andI'mgoingtotellmama

Bayangpulledoverandturnedback

lookingatthemasFaithsadlywiped

Zane'seyeswithherdoll'sdress...



Bayang:Whatdidyousay?

Faith:I'mgoingtotellmamayou're

notnice

Bayang:TellherandseewhatI'lldo

toyou,I'lltakethisphoneandyou'll

nevertalktoKenna.You'renot

supposedtodiscussDidiwithyour

fatherorevensendhimpicturesof

her,areweclear?(theyjuststaredat

him)Areweclear?

Zane:Yes

Bayang:Faithkareareweclear?

Faith:(foldedherarmspouting)

You'reuglyandidon'tlikeyou.



Heangrilyslappedhermouththen

Zaneopenedthedoorandgrabbed

herhandwalkingtowardstheroad,

Bayangsteppedoutandpulledhim

backbythet-shirtbeforetheycould

stepontheroad...

Bayang:(angrily)Getbackinthecar,

whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Zane:Don'ttouchme..

Bayang:Isaidgetbackinthecar,you

thinkyou'reamannow?

Zane:I'mnotgettinginyourcar,i

knowmywayhome

Bayang:I'mnotgoingtoaskyou



again

HetookanotherstepholdingFaith

thenBayangpulledhimbackand

slappedhim,Faithclosedhereyes

cryingashedraggedherbacktothe

car.Hepushedtheminandclosed

thedoorthenhegotinandturned

backtothemasFaithcried...

Bayang:Shutup,keepquiet...

Shecontinuedcryingandhemoved

overputtinghishandoverhermouth

andnoseasshekickedand



scratchedtryingtobreath.

Zane'seyeswelledupwithtearsas

hestaredathiminterrorhopinghe

wouldstopbuthedidn'tandFaith

suffocatedkickingthefrontseat

muffled..

Zane:(crying)Pleasestop....Stop,

you'rehurtingher!

Bayang:Willyoustoptalkingback?

Mmh?

Zane:Pleasestop



Faithnoddedtearfullythenhelether

go,shecaughtherbreathcryingand

coughingasZanehuggedherhiding

herfacewithhisjacket...

Zane:I'msorry,areyouok?(she

noddedcrying)sorry....

Bayang:Givemethatphone,youjust

destroyedyourlastchanceofhaving

aphonebecauseyouareusingit

wrongfully...

Zanequicklyhandedthephonethen

Bayangremovedthesimcard,broke

itandthrewthephonebytheroadas



hejoinedthehighway...

Bayang:Youlostyourphone,you

don'tknowwhereitis.Doyou

understandme?

Zane:Yes.

Bayang:Ifyougetanewphoneand

saythingsyoushouldn'tsayorsend

thingsyoushouldn'tI'lldothesame

thingagainuntilyoulearnthatyour

motherandfatherarenotfriends.

HeclosedthewindowsasFaithtried

tostopcryingbutkeptinvoluntarily

snuffling...



Bayang:Emisagosunyetsawena

Faith,kesekakagorogako

dirobotongntseorefwefwe...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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Attheboutique....

Didi'sshopassistantwalkedinwitha

plasticoffatcakesandabowlof

warmtswii,Didisalivatedmoving

backmakingspaceforhertoseatas

sheputeverythingdown.

Theyeachtoremangwinyaintotwo

anddippeditonthebowlpicking



tswiiandate...

Didi:(chewing)Mmhthiswomano

itsetswiistraight

Assistant:Akere...Areyougoingto

theweddingnemma?

Didi:I'llgoforMaya'ssake..

Herphonerangthenshepicked

walkingoutsidepullingdownhert-

shirt...

Didi:Hey

Ken:Hey,I'mtryingtocallthekids



butthey'reoff

Didi:Theyshouldbehereanytime.

Bayangdropsthemoffeveryday

afterschool

Ken:Idon'tliketheideaofBayang

beingalonewithmykids

Didi:HeispartoftheirlivesKencan

younotstartwiththisbabydaddy

dramathing

Ken:Itoldyouhesaidhewouldhit

mewhereithurtsthemostanditcan

onlymeanonething

Didi:Bayangwouldneverdothatto

mykidsandyouneedtostop

accusinghimofthingslikethat,



you'rethereasonhehasbeenacting

upbecauseyou'regettinghimangry.

Ifyoufeellikehewillretaliatethen

stopprovokinghim.Notallstep

parentsarebad,lookatAatileandhe

isfriendswithBayang

Ken:Don'tcompareAatiletoBayang,

Aatiledoesn'tpretendheisperfect

andyourboyfriendontheotherside

pretends.Doyouknowthathemade

metakeARVsforawholemonth

afterinsinuatingthatyou'repositive

justbecausehewantedtofindoutif

wehadsex?Whodoesthat?

Didi:Ihadcheatedsoyeahhedid

whathehadtodo,webothforgave



eachotherandmovedon.

Ken:Canyoubringmykidsoverand

gobacktoyourboyfriendafter?They

canschoolhereandicansustain

them,besidesmyreasonable

allowanceihaveaparttimejob,iget

paidfortnightlyandI'vesavedallmy

money.Iunderstandthechildren's

housesalsohaveareasonablecash

flow,theywillschoolhereuntilI'm

done,itwillgiveyoutimewithyour

insecureboyfriend.

Didi:Bayangwaaganaandi

understandhisfrustration.

Ken:AnywayIspoketoPastor



Richard,justtellinghimaboutmy

situationandhesaidhewouldtalkto

hiswifesotheirdaughtercanbring

thekids.IfitgoeswellI'dappreciate

itifyouworkedwithhertohelpher

getreadyormaybefornowyoucan

workonthosetravellingdocuments

andstuff.

Ken:Whichdaughterofhis?Pastor

Richardistheshortone?

Ken:Ifyouwenttochurchwithme

youwouldn'tbestrugglingtoknow

people,Richardisoneoftheoldones

andhehasthreedaughterssogake

itsetheonehewastalkingabouti

guesshewillletmeknow.Hehas



respectformeandtheydon'tknow

anythingabouttherecentBabysaga

soibelievehewillhelpbesideshis

daughtersarejusthomeiknowonly

oneofthemisworking.They'd

definitelyliketotravel

Didi:Idon'tknowificanhandmy

kidstoastrangertotravelacrossthe

worldwiththem

Ken:KanteDidiobatagorekereng?

Soyoucan'tbringthemandevenifI

findsomeoneItrustyoustillwon't

givethemup?

Faithhuggedherfrombehindcrying



thensheturnedaroundandbither

lowerliptryingtoliftherwithone

arm...

Didi:You'resoheavy...(putherdown)

What'swrong?

Faith:Uncleisnotnice,heslapped

meandZaneandhethrewaway

Zane'sphone

Zane:That'snottrue,Faithstoplying

Faith:Isawhimthrowingitoutthe

car

Ken:(onthephone)Hello?Didshe

justheslappedthem?



Didi:Zanewhathappened?

Zane:Ilostmyphone

Faith:UnclesaidZaneshouldn'tsend

daddyyourpictures

Zane:(tearfully)Faithstoplying!

Keepquiet

Didi:What'sreallygoingon?

Zane:Ilostmyphone

Didi:Diduncleslapher?

Zane:No

Ken:Givehimthephone,Givehimthe

phone..

DistractedDidiputthephoneinher



pocketandliftedFaithrubbingher

tearsasBayangwalkedoverholding

Streetwiseandalitterofjuice...

Bayang:Here...

Didi:Thanks,Whyisshecrying?

Bayang:Iscoldedherandshedidn't

likeit.

Didi:ShesaysyouthrewawayZane's

phone

Bayang:Ididn't,didithrowyour

phoneZane?

ZanekeptquietthenDidiwalked



backintheshopandputFaithonthe

counter....

Didi:Tshidicanyouknockoffearly

today?

Tshidi:Okay

Matshidisograbbedherhandbagand

touchedZane'sheadasshewalked

outthenshewalkedbackand

carefullylookedathischeek...

Tshidi:Naaregoithadileclapagolo

ha?



Zane:(tearfully)No

Hehurriedbacktotheofficeas

TshidiandDidilookedatone

another...

Didi:Seeyoutomorrow

Tshidi:Bye

ShewalkedoutthenDiditurnedthe

CLOSEDsignoverandclosedthe

doors.

Didi:Zane?Zane?Comehereandtell



mewhathappened

Zanewalkedbacktothecounter

cryingandrubbinghiseyes...

Faith:Unclesaidweshouldn'tsend

Daddypictures

Didi:BayangorayagoreFaithale5

yearscancreatesuchastory?And

wenaZanedon'tthinkforamomenti

can'tseeyou'relyingtome,you'll

neverseeOklahomakagoreyou

nevertellthetruth



Zanecoveredhisfacecrying...

Didi:Bayangwhathappened?

Bayang:IspoketoZaneaskinghim

somethingabouthisphoneandhe

didn'ttalktomewithrespectgothele

Faithandyeahikindofkemophaila

justabitbutthatwasit

DididialedKen...

Ken:Hello?What'sgoingon?

Didi:DidZanesendyoumypictures?

Ken:Yesbut-



Bayangsnatchedthephonefromher

andhungup...

Bayang:Howcomeeverytimeweare

havinganargumentyouhaveto

involvehim?Yeahidisciplinedthe

childrenbecauseZanewasbeing

disrespectfulandFaithwastalking

back,aminotallowedgokgalemela

bana?

Faith:Zanedidn'tsayanythingbad

Bayang:Youseethat?That'swhat

shewasdoingandyouneedto

controlher



Didi:Bayangdon'teverlayyourhands

onmychildrendoyouunderstandme?

Never,whereisZane'sphone?

Bayang:I'llbuyit

Didi:Youjustspoiltallthese,I'm

done.I'mtakingmykidstotheir

fatherclearlyyou'renotwillingto

provideasafeenvironmentforthem.

Bayang:Ibetyouwerewaitingforme

tomakejustonemistakeisn'tit?He

senthisfatheryourpictures,these

kidsarehypocrites.Zaneisold

enoughtoknowyouarenottogether,

hecan'tkeeptakingyourpictures

andsendingthemtocausefights



betweenus,thisiswhyit'sdifficultto

bewithasecondhand

Didi:Secondhandkeenenna?You

knowwhatjustleave,I'mnotdoing

thisinfrontofmychildren.

Bayang:DidiweeIwasn'tjokingwhen

Isaidyou'renotplayingmethistime,

you'renotgoinganywhereandnone

ofthesekidsisgoingtobeKenna's

advocatessendinghimyourpictures

oryouusingtheirphonetochatwith

him.

Didi:I'mstillgoing.I'mdone

pretendingiloveyou,ionlychoseto

bewithyoubecauseyouwereagood



personeventhesexisn'tgood

enoughIwaschoosingyour

personalitybutnowthatithas

changeditsagoodbye.

Heturnedandslappedherthenshe

staggeredbackagainstthecounter

pushingdownFaithwithherasthey

felldown.Zaneranoverandhelped

FaithupwhileBayangyankedDidi's

hairanddraggedheracrosstheshop

totheofficewherehepushedthe

officedoorandslappedheragain...

Bayang:Oneontirisa?Sokesehema



sagago?

Zane'sheartpoundedashewalked

towardsthedoorandstoodatthe

doorlisteningashismotherreceived

thebeatingsthenhebangedonthe

door....

Zane:Mama?Mama?

Didi:(shakingvoice)GetFaithandgo

home...

ZaneturnedbackandgrabbedFaith's

handthenBayangopenedthedoor



andhurriedtothemaindoorlocking

itasbothkidsstaredathimshaking...

Bayang:(pointed)Sitdown,I'mstill

talkingtoyourmother..

Hewalkedbacktotheofficewhere

Didiwassittingonthechairwiping

hernosewithatissue,hesawthe

passportsonthedeskandreached

forthem....

Bayang:I'mnotanidiotDidi,you

cheatedonmetheveryfirsttimeyou

wenttoGaboronedoyouremember?



Aftersacrificingeverythingihadfor

youyougaveyourvirginitytoa

stranger.Ilovedyouandcaredfor

you!Aftersomanyyearsistilllove

youandwhatdoiget?Yousleepwith

KennainsidethehousewhileI'm

waitingoutsidelikearetard....

(tearfully)Can'tyouseeiloveyou?

WhathasKennaeverdoneforyou

besidesgiveyoukidsandabandon

you?Youlooklikeaburnedpieceof

meatbutistillloveyou,youslept

withdisgustingoldmen...Iloved

you...Youkilledaninnocentwoman

withaheartattackandIstilllove

you...Whatdoihavetodotoshow



youiloveyou?Kennahurtsyouday

indayoutandyou'reouthereacting

likeheisGod!Hedivorcedyouand

gaveeverythingheownedtoa

womanhelovesandyoucallthat

love?Ilovedthesespoilbratsand

nowtheywanttobethebridgeof

informationbetweenyoutwoand

makemeafool?Iwon'tallowthat

Didi:Pleaseleave,youbeatmeup

andpaidyourself,go

Bayang:I'mnotgoinganywhere,we

areworkingonourrelationshipand

fixingit,youwantabuseakere?A

whomanhandlesyouandputsyouin

yourplaceuh?Aguywhoputshis



footdownlikeKenna?Ishould

demandrespect

Didi:Kenisjustnaturallysuperiorand

nomatterwhatyoudoyoucan'tbe

halfthemanheis,you'dhavetotake

herbsormedicationsofsomesortto

behalfthemanheis..

Bayanggrabbedherthroatchoking

herandlaidheronthetableashe

stoodbetweenherlegsandpulled

herskirtupthenhepulledherpanties

downandunzippedhispants...

ZaneandFaithstoodatthedoor



tearfullylookingthroughthespace

betweenthedoorandtheframeas

Diditearfullylookedatthemwhile

Bayangtightlychokedherand

penetratedher...

Me:Youwanttorapemeinfrontof

mykids?Whoeveryou'reyouneedto

bringBayangback...Thisisnotthe

manmygrandmotherwantedmeto

marry.Hewouldneverletchildren

seethisamountofviolence...Rape

me,let'sseeifitwillmakeyoufeel

better.



Helethergoandtearfullylookedin

hereyes...

Bayang:(zippedhispants)Tellme

whatididwrongBesides

overreactingaboutZane's

conversationwithhisfatherandnow

whatelsehaveidonetoyou?Where

didigowrong?Whycouldn'tyoulove

me?

Themaindoorburstedandthey

heardheavybootsasthepolice

hurriedinside,ZanegrabbedFaith's

wristpullinghercloserastheyturned



Bayangaroundpushinghimagainst

thewall...

Police:Gorilengmorena?Gatwesale

oketekamothomobanaba

kua....Don'tmove!Osekawa

sikenyegakegotsenyadihaka...

TheycuffedhimasDidislowlypulled

downherskirtandsatonthecorner

coveringherfacecrying.

Faithranintheofficepassinga

trafficofofficersandjumpedonher

asshehuggedhertearfullythenshe



tookoutherphoneandtypeda

messagewithshakyhands....

Didi:I'mbringingthekidsbutI'mnot

gettingbackwithyouneitherami

visitingyou.

Ken:Iunderstand

Shestoodupandwalkedtowards

Zanerubbinghiseyes....

Didi:I'mtakingyoutoOklahomabut

it'snottomorrow,Ihavetoprocess

your-



Hehuggedhertightlyandsighedin

relief....

Zane:Thankyou.I'llmakeituptoyou

whenIgrowup.

ThepoliceofficercalledDidiandshe

walkedovercarryingFaith....

AMONTHLATER.....

Apologiesforthelatedelivery,don't

forgettoLike.Thenextinsertfollows



at11pm.Thankyouforyourpatience

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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AtAatile'sHouse....

Tshepoparkedatthegateandleaned

overkissingMaya...

Tshepo:Callmewhenyou'redone

Maya:Okay,iloveyou

Tshepo:Iloveyoutoo

Shesteppedoutofthecarinher

brightmaternitydressandwalked

towardshermother'sthenhedrove



offholdingthesteeringwheelwith

onehandashissilverringshined.

Hetookouthisphoneanddialed

Bayang'sson....

Him:Hello?

Tshepo:Hi,thaemawagagookae?

Him:Heisoutandhelefthisphone.

Tshepo:Tellhimicalled.I'llpassby

later

Him:Ok

Hehungup...



AtKamo'soffice...

Kamosortedherfilesandhada

knockonthedoor...

Kamo:tsena...

Bayangwalkedinandgreetedher

thenhetookaseat...

Kamo:Mayihelpyou?

Bayang:(reluctantly)Ineedhelp...I

feellikeI'mdyingaslowdeath.



Kamo:Howcome?

Bayang:(sighed)Ineedtoknow

wheretostartpickingthepiecesof

mylife.Iamoutonbailforassault

andattemptedrape....(tookadeep

breath)idon'tknowwheremylifeis

goinganditwasallbecauseiloved

thewrongwoman.Ithoughtiwas

strongbutineedhelpgettingover

heranddiscoveringmyselfallover

again..

Kamo:Doyoumindtellingmeabout

itfromthestartsoicanunderstand?

Bayang:Idon'tmind...



Kamogotherbookandregistered

himthenshecloseditandleaned

backlisteningtohim....

AtWillRogersAirport...

DidicarriedFaithandheldZane's

handastheywalkeddownwithother

flightpassengers,thepastcoupleof

hourshadbeenuncomfortableand

knowingshewasinadifferent

continentmadethewholethingeven

scarier.

Shecarefullywalkedreadingevery



signandjoinedtheimmigration

queue.Whenshegotclosergotto

thedeskherheartpoundedshe

preparedherfluentEnglishbrushing

offAfricaabit,shehadneverbeen

surroundedbysomanywhitepeople

inherlifebeforeanditwasawkward.

Zanecouldn'tcontainhisexcitement

ashekeptreadingtheairportsigns

andandsmiledpointing...

Zane:I--mmigration...Whatarewe

doinghere?

Didi:They'regoingtocheckifwe

qualifytostay



Zane:Whatifwedon't?

Didi:Theywilldeportusbackto

Africa

Zane:Shouldikeepquiet?

Didi:(laughed)Yes...

Theyreachedthedeskandwaitedas

theofficialscheckedtheirtravelling

documents.

Official:Whatisthenatureofyour

visit?

Didi:Um....Justpleasure,I'mvisiting

myexhusband.Hewantedtoseethe



children...

Thewhiteblondeladywithared

lipstickflashedalittlesmilelooking

atZaneandlookedbackatthe

documents.Shecontinuedtoask

questionsandfinallystampedtheir

papers,Didisighedinreliefand

smiledathertheladyasshedirected

hertocustoms....

SheputFaithdownandputherpink

jacketonthenshezippedherand

grabbedherhandpullingherluggage

whileZanepulledtheirsfollowingher



takingouthisphonetosnapa

picture...

Didi:Zaneputitback,you'renot

supposedtouseacellphoneonthis

area.Putitaway.

Zane:Sorry

Didi:It'sokay...

Theywalkedpastmultiplelinesand

joinedthequeuewhereshe

presentedhercustomsdeclaration

form.



Zane:(sighedimpatiently)Whatare

wedoingnow?Ireallywanttosee

dad.Thisistakingtoolong

Didi:They'rejustcheckingifweare

bringinganythingharmful..

Faith:(yawninglayingherheadon

Didi)Iwanttosleep

Minuteslaterthecustomsofficial

gavethemapassthenDidigrabbed

Faith'shandanddraggedtheluggage

withtheotherasZanefollowed...

Zane:Arewedone?



Didi:(laughed)Yes...Thisway....

AbigLEDdigitalscreendisplay

showedthewordsWELCOMETO

OKLAHOMACITYslowly....

Zane:Wee-lcometoOklahomacity...

TheywalkedacrossthelobbyasDidi

begunworrying,forsomereasonher

phonewasn'tworkingandshedidn't

knowwheretogonext.

Theywalkedacrossatrafficof



hundredsofpeoplewalkingfastand

whileothershuggedthearriving

people.ZanescreamedstartlingDidi

ashedroppedthebagandran

throughthecrowd...

Zane:(loudly)DAD?DAD?

Faith'seyespoppedwhenshe

spottedherfatherandshequickly

sliddownrunningtowardshimas

KensmiledandpickedZaneswinging

himaroundwithacutesmile.Faith

arrivedarrivedandhesweptherup

withtheotherarmandliftedthemup



astheyalllaughed...

Ken:Ohman,ican'tbelieveyouguys

arefinallyhere

Zaneburstedintotearshuggedhim

lyinghisheadonhisneckandKen

gotemotionallyteary...

Ken:(tearfully)Ohbuddycomeon

don'tmakemecry..

Zane:Iloveyoudad..

TearsfilledKen'seyesasheputhim



downthentheyhuggedwhileZane

rubbedhisrunningnoseandtears

sniffling,KenturnedgivingDidihis

backandsecretlyrubbedhistearas

hekissedhisboy'sforehead.

Ken:Iloveyoutoo

Zane:(laughedandrubbedhistears)

Ihavetogopickmybag,Idroppedit

Ken:(laughedandsniffed)Gogetit...

ZaneranoffasKenturnedhis

attentiontohislittlegirlandsmiled,

sheshylysmiledholdingherteddy

bear...



Ken:WhatwouldIdowithoutyou?

Faith:(giggled)Idon'tknow

Ken:Nothingatall...

Heraisedherupandhuggedher

againastheirjacketsrubbedagainst

oneanotherthenhekissedherand

turnedtoDidiwhoshylystoodthere

holdingtheluggagehandle.

Hewalkedoverandputhisarm

aroundherwaistslightlyputtingit

underherjacketsohecouldfeelthe



warmthofherskinashehuggedher

gentlyandkissedher.

Hesmelledgoodandhehada

perfecthaircutwithwavesandan

excellentbeardtrimsomuchtheir

feelonherneckgaveherclitsan

instantspasm...

Ken:(softly)Hey...

Didi:(shyly)Hey

Helookedinhereyesthenherlips

andlickedhislipsswallowingashe



movedback..

Ken:(gotthebag)Letmegetthat...

Let'sgo...

Hedraggedthebagwhilecarrying

FaithwiththeotherarmasDidiput

herarmaroundZaneandpulledthe

otherbag....

Ken:Westayinaneighbourhood

calledCrownHeights,itsasafe

neighbourhood

Didi:Okay



Zane:(lookingatthetallsparkling

buildingsthroughtheglass)Ithink

I'mdreaming..

Theysteppedoutoftheairportand

headedtotheparkinglotasthecold

weatherwelcomedthem,Kenquickly

openeddoorsforthemandclosed

theminside.

Zanegrabbedagiftboxshakingit

closertohisearwithawidesmileas

Faithgottheonewrappedinpick...

Faith:Wow



Zane:(turned)Areweallowedto

touchthis?

Ken:(openingthetrunk)It'syours

Theygiggledandimmediatelytore

thecoversasDidiblushedonher

ownchewingthesleevesofher

sweateradmiringKenthroughthe

mirrorasheputthebagsinthetrunk

andclosedit.Whateverthehellhe

hadbeeneatingandbathingwith

wasworkingwonders...Hewas

handsomeandthestyleofdresswas

onanotherlevel..



Heblewwarmaironhispalmsand

rubbedhishandstogetherglancing

atherthenshequicklylookeddown,

hegotinandclosedthedoorstarting

thecarastheairconwarmedthem

up...

Ken:Areweready?

Zane:Yes...Iloveyourcar

Ken:Ourcar

Faith:Ourcar...Itsourcar...Daddy

thanksforWinniethepooh

Zane:Ilovethisgame...Thanks

daddy



Didi:Nnagakearekelwakagoreng?

Ken:(smiled)Akerewenaotisitse

banahelanothingmoreplusorile

totawenagaoanketela

Didi:(laughed)Kemathata...

Shelookedatthetallbuildingsand

thebeautifulstreetsasthecar

movedthenshesmiledlookingat

him...

Didi:Thisisbeautiful

Ken:(smiledlookingather)Itis...



Attheapartment....

Minuteslaterherolledintheparking

lotandledthemintothehugeflat

wheretheygotinaliftwiththebags

andpressedthebutton...

Ken:Westayon5thfloor

Zane:What's5thfloor?

Ken:Itmeanstheliftastopass4

levelsbeforewecanreachour

apartmentanditalsomeanswestay

sohighyoucan'tjumpoutthe

windowbecauseifyoufallyou'lldie



Zane:Okay

Didi:Ihopethewindowsaren'ttoo

low

Ken:It'schildfriendly...

Theelevatordingedandslidopen

thentheyfollowedKenashecarried

Faithanddraggedthebag.Didiand

Zanesighedwithsmilesandwaited

asheunlockedtheapartmentand

pulledthebagin.

Itwasclean,spaciousandtotally

differentfromwhattheywereusedto

backinAfrica,Kenpulledthefolds



lettinginthelightandthroughthe

largewindowyoucouldseethenext

tallflatsandthetraffic...

Faithranacrosstheloungeroomand

jumpedonthecouchtakingoffher

bigjacketthenZaneputdownthe

gameandranacrossthehouse

touchingeverything.

Didiquietlystoodatthedoor

emotionallylookingatthehappiness

inherchildren'seyes.Kenslowly

closedthedoorandlockeditlooking

atherbutsheavoidedhiseyesand



lookeddown.

ThekidslaughedandgiggledasKen

ledthemtotheirroomwhereheput

theirbaginclosetandputhishands

inthepocketslookingatthemas

theyjumpedontheirseparatesingle

bedsloudlychatting.Zanesmiled

andcollapsedonhismoonandthe

spaceshipsbedcoverswhileFaith

jumpedonherDisneyPrincess

bedding...

Didiwalkedoverandleanedagainst

thedoorfoldingherarmswatching



emotionalasKensatonZane'sbed

andtouchedhishead...

Ken:I'mgoingtogiveyouguysan

hourortwotorestthenwehaveto

bathandgograbsomethingtoeat

Zane:Okay

Hestoodupandlockedeyeswith

Didiandsmiledasheclosedthe

children'sdoorandgrabbedherarm.

Heledhertothemainbedroomand

closedthedoorlookinginhereyesas

hetookoffhisjacketandhungiton

thedoorhook.



Sheuncomfortablylookeddownas

hesteppedoverandunzippedhers

peelingitdownandhangingitthen

heheldbothofherhandslookingin

hereyesandputthembothupashe

kissedthem...

Ken:Thankyouforbringingthekids.

Didi:You'rewelcome....

Hewrappedherarmsaroundhis

waistpullingheroverandhuggedher

closingheronhischestandgaveher

aquick,casualkissonthecheekthen



cametheehug,anditwasthehug

thatalwaysmadeDidi'sheartmush.

Hediditwithaseriousgripanda

littlesway,thismadeherfeelsafe

againnandsheclosedhereyes

relaxingonhischest.

Ken:(muttered)Godsheishere...

Hesoftlyputhishandunderherhair

touchinghercheekandpulleditupto

hisfaceasheleanedoverandkissed

her.Hethoughthe'dcontrolhimself

buthefoundhimselfkickingoffhis

shoesandtossedheronthebed



crawlingoverasshecaughther

breathpushingouthist-shirtand

kissingback.

Hepulledouthist-shirtandthrewit

offthenheleanedoverkissingheras

heunzippedhispants,ithappenedso

fastshefeltherpantiesmoveaside

andhimfillingherupassheopened

hermouthandclosedhereyes

frowningtakinghissuperiorblackD...

Didi:Ohh.......

Ken:(muttered)Fuuuuck....(panting)

I'msorrynoforeplay,ican't...



Helookedinhereyespullingoutand

polisheditthenhe#removed...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.



[9/4,12:14AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴126

AtBayang'sHouse...

Justbefore9atnightBayangwalked

outofthebathroomandcheckedon

hisson,hewaslyingonthebed

playinggamesonhisphone...

Him:Ohheydad

Bayang:Heywhat'sup

Him:Justplayingagame...howare



youfeeling?

Bayang:I'mgood.

Him:Imadesupper,it'sinthe

microwave.

Bayang:Thanks

Hestaredathissonforamoment

andleanedagainstthedoorframe...

Bayang:Doyouevermissmom?

Him:Yeah,I'mlonelyandidon'thave

friendsatschool.Theycallmefat

onewhodoesnotgodownand

duringphysicaleducationtheteacher



usedtosayishouldn'tfallbecause

thegroundwouldcrack

Apainfullumpblockedhisthroatas

helookedathisboysayingsuch

hurtfulthingsbutbusyplayingwith

thephone...

Bayang:Really?Ateachersaidthat?

Him:YeahbutI'llbefine.Ichanged

myoptionalsubjectsfromPEtoArt

nowijustdrawandtheteacheris

nicer.Helikesmypottery

Bayang:What'spottery?



Him:Makingthingslikeflowerpots

andstuff

Bayang:I'dliketoseeoneofyour

works

Him:Ourteachersentourlast

projectstotheregionalcompetitions,

hethinksI'llwin.

Bayang:Juniorwhydidn'tyoutellme

allthese?

Junior:Youwerestayingwithaunt

Didiandherkids,ididn'twantto

disturbyouandyouwerehappy.

Whenshedidn'twantyouyousaid

youhadnothingtolivefor...



Juniorrubbedhiseyesandputthe

phonedownwalkingoutbutBayang

grabbedhisarmandturnedhim

aroundlookingathim...

Bayang:I'msorrythatiabandoned

you

Junior:(tearfully)Ijustwantaparent

ifican'thaveafriend.It'sfineI'mfat

andtheysayibreathtooloudi

shouldn'tsitnexttothembecause

it'sdisgusting.Whenmypants

slightlysliptheypointatmybackand

shoutcleavage..



Bayang:Ididn'tknowlifewastough

onyou

Junior:(crying)Youwouldn't,you

werebusypickingZaneandFaithbut

hiredataxiforme.YoutookZane

andFaithoutbutneveroncetookme

out,youmademestaywithunclebut

hiswifedon'tlikeme.Shemademe

worktirelessly,shesaidthereasonI

amfatisbecauseIeatanddo

nothing,icutthegrassandraked

whenyouwereatSbranaandithurt

mebecauseyousentyourselfthere.

Youdidn'thavetogo



BayangtearfullyhuggedJunioras

tearsgleamedinhisboy'seyes...

Junior:Iwishyoulovedmetheway

youlovedauntDidiandherkids.

Bayang:JayjayI'msorry,I'mvery

sorryforabandoningyoulikethat...

I'vebeenabadfatherbutthat'sabout

tochange.TomorrowI'mgoingto

schooltotalkto-

Junior:TheywillsayI'macrybaby,

don't

Bayang:Okayfine,ihaveabetter

idea...Howaboutwebothgetagym

membershipcard?Ithinkit'sP200



permonth...(smiled)Ineedto

exercisetooI'mgettingold

Junior:(smiledtearfully)OkayI'dlike

that...DoyouthinkI'dlosemyfat?

Bayang:You'regoingtoloseit,we

candoit.Deal?

Junior:(bithislipsmilingdetermined)

Deal...

Bayang:Goodnight

Junior:Goodnight

Juniorgotinbedandlaiddownas

Bayangslowlypulledthedoor..



Junior:Papa?

Bayang:(pausedholdingthedoor)

Yeah?

Junior:I'mhappyyou'reback,i

missedyouandiwasverylonely.I

usedtocryatnightbeforesleeping

becausemamaisgoneandyouwere

nottheretoo.

Bayang:(smiledemotionally)I'm

backandI'mnevergoingtoleaveyou

again

Junior:(smiled)Cool

Hesmiledandclosedthedoor

walkingintohisbedroomwherehe



satonthebedloggingonFacebook.

Apostcaughthisattention..."Didintle

DanielatCrownHeights,Oklahoma

City,USAwithKennaDaniel.Shehad

posted8picturesofherselfunder

Ken'sshouldertogetherwiththekids

intheirbigwarmjacketsandthermal

hatsappearingtobeunderacold

weatherasthewindblewherweave

whiletheystoodinfronttallbig

buildings.SomepicturesshowedKen

andZanewiththeiridenticalsmiles

eatingShrimpsandcrabswhileFaith

frownedafraidtoeventouchthem.

Thepostwascaptioned...."Shania



TwainsaidYou'restilltheone... I

thinkshemeantthis."Shehad167

Likesand60commentsamongst

themwas;

Didi'sFBFriend:"WhatGodputs

togethernomanshallseparate,kea

rata."Didireplied"Amen"

Didi'sFBFriend2:" Faiththe

kemokobanyanakwejaanongogana

gojadikhukhwane"Didireplied"

youcantakeheroutofMaunbut

youcan'tMaunoutofher.Shesays

theywillbiteher"

Ken'sFBfriend:"Kenmybrother



thokomelamosadilebana,baakanya

dilomorena"Kenreplied"Yeahneeh"

Ken'sFBfriend:"Wowmypower

couple"

Didi'sFBfriend:"Familysissy"

Maya:Auntiethisiscute,ican'twait

tohavemyperfectlittlefamilytoo.

Blessing:Godblessyoutwo,

marriageisforgiveness.I'minspired.

Rets: Kebelaelakobedroomgo

thuntsedithase,kenreplied" Ke

morutithemonabuakabothobana

baphuthegobareeditse".Rets

replied kegoitsekego

tshepathebrada"



Didi'sMaunneighbour:Haibo

Tanyaradwa,shamwariyangookoUS?

Didireplied" yesshamwariomo

US

BayangLikedthepostandcontinued

scrollingthencametheprofile

pictureofDidiandKensmilingatthe

cameraasheheldherwaiststanding

behindher.Thefactthatheknew

thatwouldhappenifDidiwentthere

didn'tmakeitanylesspainful,he

couldonlyimaginethesexandthe

wholesetupofbeinginadifferent

countrylivingamuchbetterlife.His

inferioritycutthroughtheheartashe



lookedatKen'shandonherwaist

andateardroppedonthescreen.He

putdownthephoneandcoveredhis

facecrying...

Bayang:Fuuuck....

HedialedTshepo....

Tshepo:Hello?

Bayang:(cryingsilently)...

Tshepo:Makhaya?

Bayang:IloveDidi..

Tshepo:Eish...Ithoughtyouwentfor



counselling

Bayang:Ididandshetalkedtome

butitdoesn'tchangehowifeel.

Counsellinggaeberekebecause

they'reallsayingthesamething...

Moveon,dootherthingsbutilove

her.Iknowiwrongedher...Iletmy

angerandhateforKennatocontrol

memoelenggoreIwentasfarasto

hurtthekidsbutGodknowsilove

thosekids.Iknoweveryonethinks

I'manabuserbutthosekidsweremy

world.Iabandonedmyownforthem

andonlywhenKenstartedusing

themabokelosertemper.Let'sbe

honest,wasKenrighttoputDidias



hisDPbasemmogo?

Tshepo:OfcoursenotbutDidi

doesn'twantyou,shedoesn'tlove

yousoacceptherdecisionandfocus

onyourselfandyourkid.Keepyour

mindbusyuntilyou'reoverher

Bayang:I'mgoingtowaitforher,

maybesheneedstime.Sometimes

lovingsomeonemeanslettingthem

gosotheycanfindtheirwaybackto

you.

Tshepo:That'struesoifDidiis

meanttobeyoursshewillcome

backfornowdootherthingstostop

thinkingabouther.



Bayang:Okay,goshap

Tshepo:Shap

Hehungupandlaidonhisback

thoughtfully,hewonderedhowold

hisdaughterwasbutwhathe

couldn'tunderstandwaswhyKelly

changedthenumberswithoutletting

herknow.Hesearchedforoneofthe

guysheworkedwithinKasaneand

dialedhim...

Him:Hello?

Bayang:YeahStivavowareng?



Him:Allgood

Bayang:Rememberthatnurseiused

tohangwith?Kelly?

Him:Yeah?

Bayang:Okae?Iheardshe

transferredorsomethingoilekae?

Him:Didn'tthatchickdieacoupleof

monthsafterdelivering?Iheardshe

hadacomplicateddelivery.Itwas

yearsagoiforgotthestorybecause

thegirliwasdatingatthetimewas

friendswithherandiknowsheleft

ayaphithong.

Bayang:Ae,waakathemonna!

Him:Keagobolelela,eneo



thokahetsekesure,gorewhatwas

thecauseIforgotbecauseitwas

yearsago.

Bayang:Ngwanaokae?

Him:Ididn'thearanythingabouther

Bayang:Kanathischickitwasa2

minuterelationship.Iwasnewin

Kasaneandwedatedbutinevermet

herfamilyandafterdeliveringher

motherwasthesuperstitioustypes.

Sherefusedformetoseemy

daughteraboutthreetimesandthey

saidI'dseeherwhensheis6months

butthenitransferredbacktoMaun

andwelostcommunicationnumber



esatshware.Igotdistractedhelaall

alongbutnowIwanttoworkon

myself.Sometimesthingsgobadfor

usbecausewemadebabiesout

thereandabandonedthem,their

brokenheartsarewhatcausesallthe

problemsweencounter.

Him:Skarialothemonnakelathile

ngwanakobokalakakwa,I'msurehe

is13yearsoldorso

Bayang:Mphenumberyathatladyke

mmotsegorekogaboKellykekae

Him:nnammekanaiknowwherehe

isicandrivethereandstart

communicatinggapebanabalerato



gore,afterabandoningthemandyou

decidetostarttakingresponsibility

theyforgiveyouandloveyou.Theris

noexcusefornottryingbecause

gabatshwaneledibabymamatsa

tengithelabalebitterhaoreo

baakanyadilolengwana.

Bayang:I'mgoingtostartsupporting

mine,Shapgakenaairtimedon't

forgettosendthenumber

Him:Sure.

Hehungup,minuteslaterhereceived

thenumberanddialedthewoman.....



AtLetsholathebehospital....

ThenextmorningBabywalkedoutof

thedoctor'sofficewithhercardand

walkedpastaguywhohadbeen

waitingforherleaningagainstthe

wall,hehurriedoverandjoinedher

holdinghiscard...

Him:Hi

Baby:Hi

Hequietlywalkedwithhertothe

dispensaryandqueuedwithher..



Him:MynameisAndrew

Baby:HiAndy

Andy:Aren'tyougoingtotellmeyour

name?

Baby:It'sBaby

Andy:(laughed)Really?Didyour

parentsrunoutofnames?

Baby:(laughed)I'mdonetalkingto

you

Andy:Babe

Baby:Ihopeyou'resayingitwiththe

yandnotthee

Andy:(laughed)You'dneverknow



thoughright,sohowlonghaveyou

beenonlifesupport?

Baby:Eversinceiwasalittlegirl,are

youstalkingme?

Andy:Wealwaysseethedoctorat

thesametimeI'mjusttoouglytobe

noticed

Shelookedathiscutefaceand

blushed,hishumblenessmadehim

evenmoreattractive...

Baby:True,you'redamnugly...(they

laughed)Whataboutyou?Andididn't

knowitscalledlifesupport..(they



bothlaughed)

Andy:Iwasbornwithit,mymother

wasn'texactlytheliteratetypesoi

wastestedwhenIwasalittleboy

andstartedthetreatment.

Baby:(pokedhisstrongbiceps)

Damn...Thisshitreallyworks,witha

bodylikethatyouwerebornwithHIV?

Andy:(laughed)Thewayyouare

alwaysquietiwouldhavenever

assumedyoualoudmouth.

Baby:Manno.…nowilovemylife

support,sohowisyourmom?

Andy:ShediedwhenIwas3years

oldandiwasputinachildren'shome



forabout2yearsthenIwasadopted

byanHIVpositivecouplewhoare

nowmygreatestsupporters.Mydad

istheworld'sgreatestfather...Like

thatdudeisjustawesomeandmy

motherisanangel

Baby:Wow...Ibetyouneverfeltleft

out,I'mtheonlypositivepersonat

homeandmyclassmatessomehow

foundoutandstartedactingweird.

Mylifewascrazythepastcoupleof

months.

Andy:BeingHIVpositiveisnoteasyI

meanpeoplejustfreakoutwhenthey

findoutsoaftergettingdumpeda

coupleoftimesidecidedfuckitI'll



watchPornhubandgivemyself

handjobs

Babycoveredhermouthlaughingand

eventuallyburstedoutloudlythenhe

laughedcoveringhermouthas

peopleturnedlookingatthem...

Andy:(laughed)Shutup!Babywa

swabadidimalamonna

Theycollectedtheirpillsandwalked

outofthehospitalandeachtimeshe

lookedathimshewouldlaugh...



Baby:Remindmenevertoshakeyour

hand

Andy:(laughed)WTFdidieventell

youthis,I'llneverheartheendofit

Baby:(laughedonelasttimeand

exhaled)nowonderyourbicepsare

sostrong

Andy:(pushedher)Babyiregret

approachingyou.Ithoughtyouwere

adecentinnocentgirlkantegaoutwe

jaana

Theywalkedpasttheparkinglot

whilehetookoutthecarkeysand



pressedasthecarlightsflashed

unlocking...

Andy:Thisway..

Baby:Oh...Youdrive?Ithoughtwe

arecatchingataxi

Andy:Maybenexttime...

TheywalkedovertotheblackLexus

withsilverrimsandgotinasshesat

ontheleatherseatandlookedatthe

beautifulinterior..

Baby:Wowok...Isityourdad's?



Andy:No,igotitlastyearwheni

turned18

Baby:(shocked)Yourfatherbought

youacarforyour18thbirthday?

Andy:Yes,it'sjustLexus...Itsnot

expensive...Itslike34K

Baby:(laughedindisbelief)Which

sideofMaundoyoupeoplelivein?

TheonlythingIgetonmybirthdays

isahappybirthdaykeithelele

thatswitsedilwana.

Andy:Trustmemyfatheristoughon

metooandtheywhippedme,their

friendswouldsaydon'tbeathimthat

hardandmydadwouldsayHIV



doesn'tgiveyouspecialtreatment

kaotrapagaonnamagoma

Baby:(laughed)Nowthatsoundslike

mymother,(laughed)Shedidn't

care...mydadwouldbesohurt

feelingsorryformeandmymom

wouldgetangryboilingsaying

ntswelakakgoroBabyakereo

mosadi(theybothlaughed)Ilovemy

parents

Andy:Yeah...Wouldyouliketogofor

adriveonweekend?

Baby:Aren'tyougoingtoaskmeifI

haveaboyfriend?

Andy:Why?Ishehungrytoo?



Baby;(laughed)Mxm....I'llletyou

knowifI'mfree

Andy:Cool...LetpassbyWimpyand

grabyouMilkshakeisthatokay?

Baby:Yeah...

Hedrovetothemallandparkedin

frontofLiquoramathenhestepped

out..

Andy:Strawberryorchocolate?

Baby:Surpriseme

Andy:cool..



Shewatchedhimashewalkedback

and"dammit",niggawascleanand

thegraytightt-shirthehadon

revealedhishealthysexybody."God

blessthegovernmentofBotswana

forthefreeARV"niggawasbuffedup

andwalkingoutofWimpywiththat

milkshakeandballoonhemeltedher

heart...

Baby:(whispered)Okaythisiscrazy

nowilovebeingpositive...(tooka

deepbreath)OkaybehaveBaby,go

slowbubu....Iknowheishotbut

breathinandbreathout..



Shestoppedbreathingashegotin

andhandedittoher...

Andy:Areyouok?

Shewantedtorespondbut

somethingwasstuckonherthroat

thenshesippedthemilkshakeand

smiledbacklookinginhis

mesmerisingeyes...

Baby:(sighed)I'mfine...

Andy:Cool..



Hestartedthecarandreversed

handinghertheballoon...

Andy:Babiesgetballoonsforfreeat

Wimpy,icouldn'tdenyyouyourright

Baby:(laughedblushing)Andystop

it...

HeplayedmusicasRockabye

played...

Baby:Ilovethissong

Andy:Mymotherusedtoplayiton



mybirthdayswhenIwasalittleboy,

apparentlywhentheyadoptedmei

wasaweakbabyanddoctors

thoughtI'dlie.

Baby:I'msorry

Andy:It'sthepast,Idon'teven

remember..Ionlyrememberthem

lovingmeandididn'tevenbelievei

wasadoptedbecausemymemories

atthechildren'shomewerevague.I

thoughtitwasahospitalforkids,i

didn'tknowitwasacenter.

Baby:Uhshameblowjobmaster

bathong

Andy:(laughedandbustedher



balloon)I'mwarningyou

Baby:(laughedwhining)Andytherra

wenaothubileballoonyame...

AtLolo'sOffice...

LolologgedinFacebookandDidi's

postspoppedupthenshenoticed

Baby,Maya,CarlandAatileLikedher

postandmovedthecoursertothe

Likebuttonbutshemovedittothe

messagesandstartedtyping...

Lolo:Youguysareglowing,



congratulationsongettingyour

familybacktogetheragain.Iknow

howhappyIamtohaveAatileback

soIimaginethat'sthesame

happiness.Iamsorrythatthings

havebeenawkwardbetweenusandi

takefullresponsibility.Ihavebeen

angryatKennaandpartofmewas

angryatyoutoofordefendinghim

againstme.Ifeltlikeyouweren't

feelingmypainasamotherbutI've

hadtimetothink.Babyisoldenough

tomakeherchoicesandshetoldme

shemadethefirstmove.I'mnot

sayingit'sherfaultbutI'm

acknowledgingherpartofthe



mistakewiththatbeingsaidyou're

notpartofthis.IstuckbyAatile's

sidewhenheimpregnatedthatlittle

girlSediandeventodaySedi'sbaby

visitsusitdoesn'tmeaniagreewith

whathedid.I'mjustacceptingthatit

happenedandwecan'tchangeit.

Kennakemonnawagagoandodirile

melatohelajaakalennakediretse

Aatilediphosoandforgivinghim

doesn'tmeanyoucondonehis

mistakes.Ihopeonedaywecanbe

friendsagain,pleasetellKennathati

don'thatehim.Iheardthefullstory

andiunderstandeverything.They

werebothwrongandit'samistake



wecanputbehindusandmoveon.

Sorryforthelongmessage

Shesentitandwentbacktothepost

whereshereactedwithaheartand

commented...

Lolo:Godblessyourfamily

Shewentbacktothemessages

againandtyped..

Lolo: Balakapelaointshwarele

kebatagogojeladikgang,lelemelea



baba.

Shelaughedandcontinued

working.....

AtKen'sHouse...

Meanwhileabeautifulmorningwas

startinganewdayinOklahomaas

Ken'salarmedwentoffthenhe

quicklyswitchedifoffwithhischest

pressedagainstDidi'sback,helifted

hisheadlookingatherasshelaid

deadasleepthenheslowlykissed

herneckleavingatrailofkisses



downtohershoulder.

Hegentlyranhisfingersoverherskin

andcuppedherbreastsreleasinga

littlemoanashegentlyrubbed

himselfagainstherbutt,shepushed

himoffandsleptashepaused

lookingatherthenhegrabbedhisD

andsilentlystrokedhimselfwiththe

tippointedather.

Hestrokeduntilhebegunshaking

gettingreadytoshootandgently

liftedherkukcheekslightlytouching

herentrowiththetipofhisDashe



releasedonher.

Shefeltedhiswarmthwhilelostin

hersleepbuteventuallyfellback

asleepagain...

Hismilkdrippeddownherashe

slowlygotoffbedthebedwithout

wakingherandcoveredherwitha

sheetbeforehittingtheshowerand

leavingforschool.....

About2hourslaterDidigroaned

turninglyingonherbackand

stretchedherbackyawning...



Shepausedandpushedoffthe

sheetslookingatherkittyspitting,

shegotupandputonhisrobethen

shejumpedontheshowerbefore

changingthebedding.

Shemadebreakfastandsteppedout

tothebalconywheresheputher

foodonthetableandsatdown

watchingthecitytrafficwhileeating

thensheheardthetelephoneringing...

Didi:Hello?

Ken:Goodmorningbeautiful



Didi:(laughedblushing)Good

morning..

Ken:I'mjustcheckingin

Didi:Okay

Ken:Mylastlecturewillendin2

hours,ihopeyouguyswillbereadyi

wanttotakethekidstotheparkand

maybehaveaserioustalkaboutus

Didi:Wewillbeready...Jaanongo

ntirileengwenaphakela?

Ken:(laughed)Seeyoulater

Didi:(laughed)Whateverbye

Shehungupandsighedwithahuge



smile...

***

MeanwhileZaneslowlyturnedhalf-

asleepandopenedhiseyeslooking

attheunfamiliarroom...Wellit

wasn'tunfamiliarjustaroomhe

thoughthewasdreamingaboutbutit

seemeditwasn'tadreamthenhe

kickedofftheduvetandshookFaith...

Zane:It'snotadream!Getup

Herantothewindowinhispyjamas



andsocksashepulledtheblindfolds

stringlettinginthemorningsunlight

lookingatthecityflats...

Zane:Yes!I'mnotdreaming....Iknew

Iwasn'tdreaming...

HeranpastFaithwhowasyawning

rubbinghereyesandranacrossthe

apartment...

Zane:I'mnotdreaming!

Hethrewhimselfonthecouchand



grabbedhisgameasDidiwalkedout

ofthekitchenwithawarmcupof

coffeesmilingathim...

Didi:Goodmorning

Zane:Morning,whereisdad?

Didi:Heisatschool,hewillbehome

inafewhours

Zane:Okay...Thankyouforbringing

mehere.WhenIwokeupithought

maybeyesterdaydidn'thappenandit

wasalladreambecauseidreamt

aboutitwaytoomanytimes.

Didi:Ohmaybeyou'restilldreaming

andhaven'twokenupyet



Zane:Really?

Didi:(laughed)Ofcoursenotbaby,

wearehereandwewillbeherefora

while.

Faithwalkedoverdraggingher

Winniethepooh...

Faith:Goodmorning...Whereis

Daddy?

Didi:(laughed)Hewillbehomesoon,

comehere...

Therewasaknockatthedoorthen



shewalkedoverandlookedthrough

thedoorhole,itwasawhiteladywith

hersonaboutZane'sageandshe

washoldingsomethingonherhands

coveredwithfoil.Shewasn'tsureif

sheshouldopenthedoorornotbut

thentheladyknockedoncemore

withasmile..

Her:MrsDaniel?

Shepulledoutthedoorchainand

openedlookingatthewhitewoman

whosmiledwidelyraisinghereyes

layinghereyesonthekids...



Her:Oh....theyhavesomuchof

brotherDaniel..Helloguys?

Zane:Hello

Faith:Hi..

Her:(lookedbackatDidiwithasmile

andgracefullyshookherhand)Hi,i

amMrsTaylorandistaynextdoor.I

alsogotoCrownHeightsChristian

Church.Myhusbandisoneofthe

preachersthere.

Didi:IamMissDanielandummy...

MrsTaylor:(laughedandfinishedthe

sentenceforher)Heisastudent

pastor,iknow



Didi:(laughed)Yes,thisisZaneand

Faith

MrsTaylor:AndthisisSeth,hehas

othersiblings.2littlegirlstheyhada

sleepoveratafriend'shouse

Seth:(smiledatZaneandFaith)Hello

Zane:Hi

Didi:Um....Pleasecomein,I'm

sorry...wherearemymanners?

MrsTaylor:OhnoI'mnotstaying,i

havetogohelpcleanthechurch.I

justbroughtyouthislasagneasa

welcometotheneighbourhood.

Didi:Thankyousomuch,iappreciate

it



MrsTaylor:You'rewelcome,seeyou

atchurchtonight.You'llmeetother

ladiesthere

Didi:Thankyou...(shedidn'tknow

shehastoattendchurch)Seeyou

later,Godblessyou

MrsTaylor:Godblessyoutoo

Seth:HeyZanecanivisityoulater?

Zane:Sure,anytime

ShewalkedawaythenDidiclosed

andlockedthedoorastheyall

headedtothekitchenwhereshetook

asnapshotoftheperfectlydonedish

oflasagnethensheslicedforthe



childrenbeforetakinghershare...

Didi:(chewing)MmhIshouldhave

longbroughtthisnegrotochurch,it

wouldhavesparedmethedrama....

Shegrabbedthephoneanddialed

him...

Ken:Hello?

Didi:Negroiloveyourass.

Ken:(laughed)Pleasedon'tsnort

cocaineandgetusdeported

Didi:(laughed)MxmIjustmetMrs



Taylor

Ken:Sweet

Didi:Andyoudidn'ttellmethereis

churchtonight

Ken:Iforgot,attendingchurchis

mandatory.

Didi:I'mnotcomplaining,iactually

can'twaittomeetmorepeople.We

shouldhavelongdonethis.Moving

toanewplaceandstartingafresh

candowonders...

Ken:Weneededtomakethose

mistakessowecanlearnfromthem,

nowweknowbetterketsayagore

evenifsomeoneheretriestotempt



usragomolebahelaakere?

Didi:(laughed)RragweZanebatho,

segamogilethaloganyo

Ken:(laughed)MxmI'mgoingback

toclass

Didi:Bye

Shehungupandputthephonedown

withasmile.....

FOURMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*



*

[9/4,12:15AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴127

AtLolo'sHouse....

InthemorningLolomixedthesoft

porridgewithmilkandsugaruntilit

wassmooththenshewalkedin

Maya'sroomwhileshelaidonher

tummypressingherphoneasher

newbornbabylaidpeacefullynextto

her...



Lolo:Havemotogo...

Maya:Ican'teat,I'llhavetogopoop

butthesestitchesarepainful.

Lolo:Youhavetokeepeating

Maya:(tearfully)I'mconstipated

mama,it'sreallypainful..I'mtryingto

GooglewhatIcando...Haveyouever

experiencedthat?

Lolo:No,mybowlshavealwaysbeen

soft

Shefeltnaturecallingagainbuther

stitcheswerenewandthepainkillers



seemedtobedoingalousyjob.She

putherphonedownandslowly

walkedtothetoiletwhereshesat...

Thebighardenedfaecesstretched

herstitchedperineumpullingthe

stitchesapartandshequicklyclosed

herlegscrying.Loloknocked

standingbehindthedoor...

Lolo:Areyouokay?

Maya:(crying)Gakerekeakakadi

stitchediagogega...(herlipscurved

asshecried)It'spainful

Lolo:Butyouhavetojustcloseyour



eyesandpushthoseout

Maya'sphonerangthenLolograbbed

itandhandedittoherasshesaton

thetoilet...

Maya:(snuffling)Thanks...

SheclosedthedoorasMaya

answeredherhusband...

Maya:(rubbedhertears)Hello?

Tshepo:Heybabe,igotyour

message...(Mayastartedcrying)



BabepleaseCLdon'tcry..Listen....

Love?Lovewee?

Maya:(crying)Mmh?

Tshepo:I'mgoingtogetyouMilkof

magnesiaandthenI'mgoingtofinda

waytostealaninjectionhereto

numbyouforacoupleofhours

autwa?

Maya:(crying)Agathawenttobuyiti

sawonGooglegotweitmighthelp.

Youneedtohurry,ineedtorelief

myselfbutithurtsandibeenholding

itinsincelastnight.

Tshepo:I'mcoming,iloveyou

Maya:Iloveyoutoo..



Shehungupandsatthererubbingoff

hertears...

Maya:I'mnevergoingtohave

anotherbabyafterthis...Thisis

torture...

Shesighedandrestedtheforehead

onherarmsasthebowelspushed

downtheperineum...

Maya:(cryingcoveringherface)Oh

Godpleasehelpme....



Atthemall....

MeanwhileSetsanawalkedoutof

Spartalkingtothephone...

Setsana:Yesiboughtit

Lolo:Andthecottonwool?

Setsana:Uhmamammasoihaveto

gobackinsideagain?You'regetting

old

Lolo:IjustrememberedthatMaya

boughtalittlepackanditfinishedbut

itstheonlythingiusetodrop



surgicalspiritonthebabypag.Don't

forgetmilkofmagnesia

Setsana:Alright,anythingelse?

Lolo:Nope

Setsana:Bye

Shehungupandturnedaroundasa

redFordExplorerparkednexttoher.

Whitetopsneakerswornwithblack

tightjeanssteppedout,thedriver

droppeddownthehoodieofthe

sweaterandclosedthedoorlooking

atSetsana'sassasshewalkedinthe

shop...



WhileintheshopSetsanastoodby

theshelfreadingseveralbottles

tryingtofindMilkofmagnesia,aguy

walkedpastherwhileshelookedat

himfromtheback...Fromthemanly

cologneheleftbehindandhiswalk

nottomentionhisdressing.Hewas

probablycute.Shebrusheditoffand

continuedreadingbottles...

Sultryvoice:Canihelpyou?

Shefrozeforamomentbecauseshe

couldsmellhiscolognebehindher

thenshetookadeepbreathand



lookedatthetomboy.

Setsana:Hi..

Voice:Hi...Whatareyoulookingfor?

Setsana:Milkofmagnesia

Shepickeditoutforherandsmiled

handingitoverasSetsanaglancedat

herLGBTbracketanduncomfortably

gotit.

Setsana:Thanks

Voice:(staringather)Sure,myname

isJanbytheway



Setsana:Agatha

Jan:(stillstaringather)Beautiful...

(stuttered)Imeanthename-notthat

youarenotbeautiful-you'rebeautiful

but-(sighed)shit...

Setsanasmiledandeventually

laughed...

Agatha:Iunderstand..

Jan:Um...Shallwe?

Agatha:Sure...

Jan:Unlessyouwantadrink

Agatha:Willyoubepayingforit?



Jan:(smiledcutely)Iwouldn't

suggestitifIwasn'twillingto

Agatha:(laughedfeelingsilly)Of

course

Janfollowedhertothedrinkswhere

shepickedadrinkandachocolate

thentheyjoinedthequeueasJan

stoodbehindher.Afewpeoplekept

glancingatthemprobablyjumpingin

oneconclusion.Janwastallwitha

shortfadedMohawkhaircutandwith

alittletattoobehindherearandone

piercingatthecornerofhereyebrow

andAgathawasshortwithlong



blocks,ayellowstringtopandblue

shortswornwithwhiteflip-flops

showingherwellarrangedtoes...

Thecashierglancedatthemas

Setsanahandedthebottleandthe

drinkthenJanputherbottlewith

themandhandedherthecard...

Cashier:Plastic?

Jan:Nah,wecool

JanpickedeverythingwhileSetsana

collectedherplasticattheparcels



section,shewaitedatthedoorand

admiredAgathaasshewalkedover

holdingtheplastic...

AgathalookeddownavoidingJan's

eyes,shecouldn'tunderstandwhy

shewasfeelingthewayshewas

feelingwhenevershelookedatJan...

Jan:Canidropyouhome?

Agatha:Ok

Janopenedthedoorforherand

lookedatherthighsasshesatthen



sheclosedthedoorandgotinthe

driver'sseat,sheputeverythinginthe

backandopenedthedrinkforher

thenshehandeditasAgathasmiled

abitsipped.

Janstartedthecarandreversedthe

carasthetaxialmosthitthecar...

Jan:(stuckherhead)Olekagodira

eng?elegoregaoboneeng?

Taxidriver:(angrily)Whyareyou

reversingslowly?Someofusdon't

haveallday

Jan:Nxlaketaaphekahaoemahoo



untilkedecidergotswawarego

rilengnemona?

Taxidriver:Odirwakegojakukuo

thoka-

Jan:(angrily)Otaanyelasaanautwa?

Agatha:Jancanwejustgo

Jan:(rolledthewindow)I'msorry...

ShedroveoffasAgathaquietly

finishedherdrinkanddirectedher

home.MinuteslaterJanparkedthe

carinfrontofthegateasAgatha

lookedatthecigarettepackand

lighteronthedashboardandglanced

atherbrownlips...



Agatha:Isthatyours?

Jan:I'mtryingtoquitbecauseit

complicatesmyhealthandiwouldn't

smokewhenI'mwithyou,iknowits

rude.

Agatha:Ok...(lookingather)Your

eyeslooksofamiliar

Jan:(smiled)Really?

Agatha:(laughed)MaybeI'mwrong

I'msureifimetyoubeforeI'd

definitelyremember...Itsnotevery

dayyoumeet-

Jan:(laughedadmiringherlips)

Butch,Stud,lesbian?I'vegotno



problemwithanyofthoseterms.It's

whoIam.

Agatha:Okay,areyourparentsokay

withit?

Jan:Idon'thaveparentsistaywith

mygranniesandtheyreallydon't

havemuchchoice,I'mtheonly

grandchildso...

Agatha:Okay,howoldareyou?

Jan:(laughed)Ihaveadriver's

license...(theybothlaughed)Have

youeverkissedagirlbefore?

Agatha:I'veneverkissed

anyone....(lookedatthehouseand

sighed)Janihavetogo,saleke



romilweandmymothermightthink

you'reaguy

Jan:(laughed)Ok,well...Um...CanI

haveyournumber?I'dliketochat

withyouifyoudon'tmind.

Agatha:OK...

Shegaveherthenumberand

steppedoutclosingthedoor.

Agatha:Bye

Jan:Bye

Jandroveoffgrabbingacigarette



fromthepackandsmokedjoining

theroad....

AtBayang'sHome....

BayangandJuniorpantedasthey

joggedtowardsthegateandslowed

downasJuniorliftedhist-shirt

rubbingthesweatoffhisforehead,

theneighbourwhowasrakingbythe

fencelaughedlookingatthem...

Her:KanajaanongJuniorisnolonger

runningtoloseweightkeaddition



Bayangtookseveralbreathsbending

downtouchinghisknees...

Bayang:(panting)Tellmeaboutit,le

nnakesenyakagoitepatepanyale

ene.Iwanttoquit

Junior:(laughedlookingatthe

neighbour)Butwereducedthe

kilometres,dadisjustbeinganoldie

Bayang:Nextweekyou'realone...

Neighbour:MmeoberekileJunior,i

neverthoughtyou'dbethatfit

Junior:(flexedhisbicep)Verysoon



I'llbemuscular

Neighbour:(laughed)Don'tbetoo

ambitiousyou'renotaman

Juniorlaughedwalkinginsideashis

fatherhadalittlechatwiththe

neighbourbeforewalkingin.

Afterbathingtheymadebreakfast

andstartedpackingtheirthingsfor

Letlhakane...

Junior:(foldinghist-shirt)Soyou

haveneverseenherbefore?



Bayang:No

Junior:Howissheagain?

Bayang:Sheisabout2yearsyounger

thanyou

Junior:Wow...Butitwillbepretty

cooltohaveasister

Bayang:Youthink?

Junior:Yeah..

Theyloadedtheirbagsandgotinthe

carasBayangreadthedirections

again...

Bayang:(laughed)Ifthesepeople



movedthenidon'tknowthisisbyfar

thecraziestthingihaveeverdone

Junior:(pulledthebelt)Thisismy

firsttripwithyouso..

Bayang:Youready?

Junior:Yep...

HedroveoutasJuniorturnedupthe

music.....

AtLolo'sHouse...

LateronTsheposincerelywalkedin

thebedroomwhereMayawaslying



onhertummycryingasLoloshushed

thebaby,hekneltonthemattress

andshooktheinjectionpreparingthe

needle....

Tshepo:I'mgoingtogiveyouashot

tonumbtheareabecausemilkof

magnesiaisalreadyworkingonyou

Maya:(crying)Okay...

Tshepo:Layonyourback,ihaveto

injectyourperineum,istolethis

injectionatthehospitaldon'ttell

anyoneaboutit.I'mnotsupposedto

dothisijustcan'tstandseeingyou

crylikethat...



Lolo:I'llwaitoutside...

Lolosteppedoutwiththebabyas

Mayalaidonherbackandcovered

hereyesspreadingherlegsas

Tshepogotreadytoinjecther...

Tshepo:It'sgoingtohurtalittlebit

butthepainwilldisappearin

seconds...(heinjectedherasshe

frownedgrinningandgrunting

holdinghishead)I'msorrybabe

okay...Justaminute...Aaaaandwe

aredone....



Heputtheinjectionbackinthe

plasticandleanedoversoftlykissing

herandrubbedoffhertearswithhis

thumb...

Tshepo:Areyoufeelinganypain?

Maya:It'sslowlydisappearing

Tshepo:(kissedheragain)I'msorry

you'reinpain...

Maya:Thepainisgoneletmegoand

push..

Tshepo:Andijustcommittedacrime,

don'tletanyoneknowaboutthis.We

arenotallowedtostealfromthe

hospital.



Maya:DudeI'mamarriedwoman,my

familysecretsdon'tleave..

Tshepo:(laughed)Thankyou

Hesmiledadmiringherasshe

hurriedoutthenhesighedpacking

theinjectionplastic,Lolowalkedin

withthebabyandhandedherover...

Tshepo:(smiled)Heybeautiful?...

Hesatonthechairandplayedwith

thebabywhileMayagotinthetoilet

andrelievedherself...



AtLetlhakane....

LateronBayangsloweddowndriving

intothebusrankastwoteenagers

andoneyoungerthanthemran

towardsthebuswithbowlsand

raisedthemstandingoutside

screamingwhattheywereselling...

HeshookJuniorwhowasasleepand

handedhimP50togobuythem

drinksthenJuniorsteppedoutand

rantowardsthestallsbythebus

wherehepickedadrinkinacooler



boxastheteensscreamed"Guava

P5!"

Theyoungestgirl'sflipflopgotripped

asshewalkedamongstthecrowd

andherbowlflippedspillingher

guavasonthepavement.Junior

turnedaroundlookingatherasshe

ranaroundtryingtopickasmuchas

shecouldwhilethebuspassengers

unawarelysquashedthem.Tears

filledhereyeswitheachsquash

becausesheknewshewasgoingto

whippedwithanelectriccord...



Juniornoticedshewastryingher

besttopickeverythingbutthefact

thatshewasshakingshedropped

somewhiletryingtopickthenhe

walkedoverandhelpedherpick

some.Thateasedherfearandshe

pickedmorecalmlyastheydropped

theminthebowlthenshepickedit

andstoodunderthetreerubbingher

eyes..

Teen:(angrily)Motherisgoingto

beatyou,you'resoslowandalways

spillingyourbowl...Let'sgetinthe

busandsellinside...



Juniorwasn'tsurewhattosayasthe

littlegirlrubbedhereyesand

followedtheotherstothebus.The

olderonesmanagedtosqueeze

themselvesbetweenthecrowdand

sellinthebuswhileshestoodbythe

buswaitingforpeopletostop

passing.

Minuteslaterthebushonkedandthe

othertwosteppedoutwithempty

bowlsasthebusdroveoff...

Girl:Youdidn'tsellagain?Osemata



theBorijete

Girl2:Andthenshewantstoeat

whensheneversells

Juniorlefttheplateoffoodhe

wantedtobuyandfollowedthegirl

asshewalkedbehindhersistersthen

Bayanghonked...

Bayang:(stuckhisheadoutshouting)

Mrwakaeyanong?

Junior:(shoutedback)Keeta..

Thegirlsturnedlookingathimashe



pacedbehindthem...

Junior:Hey,canihaveguavas?

ThegirlturnedasJuniortookoffhis

sweaterandpouredthewholebowl

onitandtieditup...

Junior:Howmuch?

Borijete:Ididn'tcountthem

Junior:Howmuchwereyou

supposedtomake?Ifyouhadthe

onesthatgotsquashed.

Borijete:P40



JuniorhandedherP30andsearched

himselfforthechangehekeptearlier

thenhehandedheranotherP20....

Junior:YoucankeepP10andbuydi

chips...

Thegirlsmiledtearfullyandputitin

herpocket...

Junior:Shap

Heranbacktothecarastheoldest



teenagergotBorijete'sP20andgave

herP10..

Borijete:(crying)That'smymoney,

Bringitback

Girl1:Wehavetobuysomethingto

eat..

Theywalkedawayasshefollowed

themcrying....

InBayang'scar...

Juniorputthesweaterwithguavasat



thebackandgavehisfatheradrink..

Bayang:(driving)I'mlostnow,we

havetofindatucksshopcalled

mabogodinku...What'swiththe

sweater?

Junior:Iboughtthemfromsomegirl,

shewascrying.Ithinkhermotheris

strictorsomethingbecauseshewas

freakingout.Sheremindedmeofme

wheneverauntiearrivedhome.I'dbe

alloverthehousetryingtomakesure

idideverythingbecauseshewould

beatmeififorgottodoanything.

Bayang:I'mreallysorrythatyouhad



togothroughthat

Junior:It'sokay,atleastnowi

understandandI'msureihelpedthat

girl.Shewashappy

Bayang:(smiled)I'mproudofyou..

AfterashortdriveJuniorpointedat

thetuckshopandtheyturnedover

lookingfordirections.Agood

Samaritandirectedthem...

Minuteslatertheydrovethroughthe

gateasthesamegirlwasjumping

gettingwhippedbyprobablyher

mother.



Her:(whippingher)Howcanyouspill

mymilk?Kantekeengororoma

diata?Omosadimogolo?Ketago

gatakanaBorijete

Shestoppedbeatingherandthegirl

quicklypickedthecupofmilkwhile

rubbingherbruisedlegs.Bayang's

heartpoundedashelookedatthegirl

passingbythecarcryingheadingto

thetapwhereshewashedthecup,

Juniorsswallowedterrifiedlookingat

thecablemarksonherlegs...



BayangcouldseeKellyonher

immediatelyandhisheartpounded

evenmoreasthewomansmiled

approachingthecar...

Woman:Dumelang....

Bayang:Dumelamma...

JuniorstoodbehindBayangbutkept

glancingatthegirlasshewashedthe

cupoverandovercrying..

Bayang:MynameisBayang,Iam

looking-(theexpressiononherface



changedasshelookedatBorijete

regrettably)IsthatKelly'sdaughter?

Woman:(reluctantly)Um...Well....Yes.

Junior:(lookingatBayang)Isshe

Bridget?

Bayang'seyeswelledupashetooka

deepbreathandleanedoverthecar

as....

Bayang:No,no,thisisnot

happening.........

AtLolo'sHouse....



OnthesameafternoonAndyparked

hisfather'scaratthegateand

glancedatthehouse,nobodywas

outsidesoheleanedoverandFrench

kissedhercuppingherbreaststhen

hesmiledandleanedbackasBaby

tookadeepbreathandpickedher

revisionbooks...

Hewatchedherhopoutandputher

backpackbehindher...

Baby:Thanksforthepicnicand

helpingmewithmyhomework.



Andy:Sure,seeyoutomorrow..

Baby:(blushing)Bye

SheclosedthedoorjustasLolo

steppedoutwiththebaby'slaundry,

herheartskippedwhenshereadthe

numberplateofthecarasAndrew

droveoff.Babyclosedthegateand

walkedinwithherbooksonherchest

asLoloputthelaundrybucketdown...

Lolo:Whoisthat?

Baby:It'sAndrew

Lolo:(angrily)Soyou'reliaragain?



Youstartedalloveragain?Sleeping

withgrownmen?Whatiswrongwith

you?

Baby:(sadly)Mamakedirileeng

jaanong?ItoldyouaboutAndrewand

wehaven'tevendoneanything.He

hasn'tsaidanythingaboutsex

Lolo:Isn'tthatMogapi?

Baby:(sighedinrelief)That'shis

father...Hetookhiscarforawash

andborrowedhisfather'scar.His

parentsmetmetwice...

Lolo:That'sMogapi'sson?

Baby:Yes

Lolo:Youcan'tdatehim.



Baby:Whynot?

Lolo:Youcan'tandpleasedon'tlet

yourfatherknowanythingabouthim.

Baby:Why?

Lolo:ForonceI'dappreciateitifyou

stoppedaskingmequestionsanddo

whatisay,justoutofrespect.

Lolopickedthebucketandwalkedto

thelineasBabytearfullywatchedher,

shegotinthehouseandclosed

herselfintheroomcryingsittingon

thebedthenshepickedherphone

andcalledAndrew...



Andy:Hey..

Baby:Ican'tseeyouanymore.Its

okay

Andy:What?Why?

Baby:It'scomplicated,I'mreally

tryingtobethebestdaughterican

bebecauseihavewrongedmy

motherinthepastandbecauseof

meshelostafriendand...(rubbed

hertears)Iloveyoubut....It'sover.

Shehungupandblockedhisnumber

thenshecoveredherfacecryingout

loud,Agathaopenedthedoorto

sharethemostbizarremomentsshe



withhadatthemallbutshefrowned

lookingatBabyhuggingapillow

cryingbittingitthenshesatnextto

herandtouchedhershoulder...

Agatha:Baby?What'swrong?

Baby:(lookedatherwithmessy

mascara)I'mnotmeanttobehappy,i

shouldacceptthat...(rubbedher

nosesniffling)I'mgoingtodiealone,

imightaswellkillmyselfnowand

sparemyselfthedisappointments...

Thefollowinginsertwillbeposted

afterreaching24KLikes...
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AtLetlhakane...

Thewoman'steensbroughtthe

chairsandeveryonesatdownasthey

walkedbackinthehousewhispering

andpointing.MeanwhileBridget

walkedbehindthehouseand

collectedchoppedfirewood....

Woman:Iknowwhenyouarearriving

findingascenelikethisit'seasierto

assumethechildisbeingabusedbut

that'snotthecasehere,Borijeteke

motholegodigadilo,gaaromiwe



sepeasadigemmeomotona.Ke

lekahelagomokgalemela

Bayang:Withanelectriccord?

(sighed)Youknowwhatlet'smake

thisverysimple...Ididn'texpectthis.

Iexpectedtointroducemyselftothe

familyandherselfsoicanstart

visitingher-andIamsayingthiswith

themostpossiblerespectonecould

givesomebodywhohelpedthem

raiseachildbutIdon'tknowifthings

willgoaccordingtohowIimagined

Woman:Idon'tunderstand

Bayang:Iamgoingtoreportyoufor

childabuseiswhatI'msayingunless



youtellmesomethingiwanttohear.

Woman:Whatdoyouwanttohear?

I'mconfused...You'refreetovisither

andI'mnotstoppingyou.

JuniorkeptglancingatBridgetat

shovedplasticsbetweenthe

choppedwoodtomakefire...

Junior:(tohisfather)Canihelpher?I

thinkherwristispainfulorsomething

sheisn'tholdingthewoodproperly.

Bayang:No,callherover..Bridget?

Bridget:Raa?



Woman:Idon'tunderstandwhy

you'reactinglikeyouhavebeeninher

life.Iraisedherlikesheismyown

andjustbecauseyouwalkedinhere

andfoundherbeingscoldedlikeany

otherchilddoesn'tmeanyouhave

therighttotalktoherwithoutmy

permission.

Bayang:Nowwearebacktothepart

yousaidyoudidn'tunderstand,you

seeiworkinahospital-handinhand

withsocialworkerswhocaneasily

determinehowthischildhasbeen

abusedandyeahihavedoctor

friendstoowhocanexamineher

injuriesandpresentallthesetoa



judgewhowillsentenceyoutoa

reasonableamountoftimeinprison.

Youknowhowstrictourlawiswhen

itcomestochildrenespecially

orphans.Don'tgamblewithyour

freedom...

Bridgetwalkedoverrecognising

Juniorfromearlierandsatonthe

groundproperlytuckinginherskirt...

Bayang:HiBridget

Bridget:Dumelang..

Bayang:MynameisBayang,iam

fromMaunand-



Bridget'seyesliftedandstunghim,it

wasasifshehadwaitedallherlifeto

putthefaceonthename...

Bayang:Youlooksurprised,why?

Bridget:(mutteredlookingdown)I

sawyournameonmybirthcertificate

Bayang:(smiled)Oh...Yeah...Your

motherandiwereworkingtogether

inKasane.Shewasanurseandiwas

alabtechnician.Weweretogetherup

untilyouwereborn,your

grandmother-whereisshe?

Woman:Shepassedon



Bayang:Goodforher..(backto

Bridgett)Iwantedtoseeyouthe

weekyouwerebornbutyourgranny

refused.Iletamonthpassandwent

toyourmother'shouseagainbutthey

stilldidn'tletmeseeyoubecause

theybelievedamanisn'tsupposedto

seeanewborn.SoonafterI

transferredbacktoMaun,the

distancemadeitimpossibletovisit

Kasaneagain.(gaveherthephone)

Thosearetheonlypicturesofyoui

have...Afterthatyourmother's

numberwentoffandweneverspoke.

Wheniaskedtheysaidshetook

transfer.Ididn'tknowwhere...These



arenotgoodexcusesnottofindyou

though,iamsorrythatyouhadtobe

aloneforthepast13years

wonderingifieverlovedyouorwhere

iwas.

Bridgettsmiledtearfullylookingat

herlatemother'spicture,shewasa

beautifulblackqueenwithnatural

thickhair.Nowsheknewwhyherhair

washardandfromherpicturesshe

knewshewouldbebeautifultoo...

Bridgett:Iwishihadaphonesoi

couldgetmymother'spictures.She



wasbeautiful

Bayang:(smiled)Shewas.Youlook

justlikeher.Areyouhappyhere?

(shelookedatherauntandlooked

down)Don'tbeafraidbecauseif

you'renotiwantyoutocomewith

meandvisityourauntduring

holidays.

Auntie:It'sfunnyhowyouthinkyou

have-

Bayang:Wecandothishereoratthe

policestationbecauseattheendof

thedayifshewantstocomewithme

shewillyouknowwhy?IfIreportyou

atthenowwithherbodybruisedlike



thisthepolicewon'tallowherbackin

hereuntilajudgehasdeterminedif

itssafeforher.Shouldicallthe

police?(tohisdaughter)BridgettI'd

understandifyouwanttostay,ijust

wantyoutoknowthatyouhavean

optionnowand-

Bridget:(stood)I'llgetmybag

Junior:(smiledandpunchedtheair)

Yes,dadcanihelpherpacksowe

canfinishfaster?

Bayang:canhe?

Auntie:Eeakerelaitirelelamogame..

Juniorrantotheoneroomand



stoppedatthedoorlookingat

Bridget.....

Junior:Hi,canihelpyou?

Bridget:Okay..

Junior:bringtheclothes,I'llpack

them..

Shepickedherclothesandthrew

them1by1asJuniorpackedthem..

Bridget:Isyourfatheraniceperson

likeyou?

Junior:(laughed)Yes,youcancall



himdadtoo.

Bridget:Doyoustayinabighouse?

Junior:(laughed)Yeah,it'sathree

bedroomhousebuttheotherroom

hasourgymmachine.Ithinkdadwill

movethemoutandfixitforyouif

youwanttostaywithus.

Bridgett:Doyouhavesisters?Iwant

tohaveafriend

Junior:Toobad,you'retheonlygirl

butyoucanwatchTVandplaywith

thegirlsnextdoor.

Bridget:(smiled)ThereisTVtoo?

Junior:(laughed)LifeinMaunisway

betterthanhere,youcandoalotif



youdon'thavefriends.TV,Swimming

andothercoolstuff.Ihavegameson

myphonemaybedadcangetyoua

phoneandyoucanloadgames.Every

kidhasasmartphoneforgamesso..

Bridgett:Childrenhavephones?Do

theyknowhowtousethem?

Junior:(laughed)Almostallthekids

inprivateschoolsknowhowtousea

phone,istartedplayinggameson

dad'sphonewhenIwaslike5by8i

coulddownloadgamesonPlaystore.

Ididn'tknowhowtoreadI

downloadedlookingatpictures.

WhenIturned10mydadgotmea

phone.



Bridgett:(smiledandjumped)Nowi

reallywanttogoseeMaun,isitfar?

Junior:It'salongwayfromhere..

Bridgett:Letmechangemyclothes

Junior:I'llgowithyourbag.

Juniorsteppedoutcarryingherbag

thenBayangopenedthedrunkand

loadedit,minuteslaterBridget

steppedoutwithherschoolbag..

Bayang:Whereisherbirthcertificate?

They'regoingtoneeditwhenI

registerheratschool



Thewomanstoodupandwalkedout

withitasJuniorandBridgetgotin

thecar..

Bayang:Thankyouforyour

cooperation.MayIhaveyournumber

sothatBridgetcancallyouifshe

wants?

Thewomangavehimthenumber..

Bayang:Thankyou,bye



Shequietlywatchedhimgettingin

thecaranddriveoffthensheclapped

onceandshookherheadwalkingin

thehouseasherdaughterswatched

inenvy.....

AtLolo'sHouse...

LateronBabywalkedinMaya'sroom

andlaidnexttoMayaasbreastfed

herdaughter...

Maya:Uhuyaanongkeamusajang

mosadimogoloampitagantse?



Agathalaughedwhilepackingthe

baby'sthings...

Maya:Areyouokay?

Baby:Mamasaysican'tdateAndy

andshedidn'ttellmewhy

Maya:Uhmamaleenemmakanake

menopause

Agatha:(laughed)Guyscomeonshe

hasn'treachedmenopause,be

respectful

Maya:Maybesheknowshisparents

Baby:Ithinksheknowshewas



adoptedandmaybeshedoesn'tlike

whohewasbutisthatfair?

Maya:Ifollowmyheartanddowhat's

bestforme,iknewdadwouldn't

approveofTshepobuthereiam.He

doesn'tlikehimbutheacceptedhe

can'tchangeanythingaboutit.

Baby:Youknowmamalikestofix,

shemightchasemeout.Itwouldbe

easiertocontinuedatinghimifdad

didn'tlikehimbecausehewouldbe

niceenoughtoaccepthimforme.

Mamaistough

Agatha:Lethercalmdownandthen

askherwhy,ithinkmaybeshegot



surprisedhela

Baby'sphonerang...

Baby:Hello?

Andy:I'moutside

Baby:Excuseme?Youcan'tbe

outside,doyouwantmymotherto

killme?

Andy:AndI'mgettinginsideifyou

don'tcomeout

Baby:Iknowyourfamilyismore

flexiblebutherewedothings

different.Myparentsareold



fashionedandtheywouldbe

offendedifyouwalkedinhere

lookingforme.It'sconsidered

disrespectful.

Andy:Iknow,that'swhyI'msaying

comeoutsowecantalk.Befastmy

dadwantsthecar

Baby:Andrewpleaseleave

Maya:(rolledhereyes)Justgosee

thespoiltbratbeforehewalksinhere,

thesesuburbskidsdon'tknowhow

therealworldworks.

Babyhungupandhurriedtoherroom

andchangedherclothes.Meanwhile



Aatiledrovetowardsthegateand

stoppedbehindafamiliarcar...Itwas

yearsagobuthewouldneverforget

thatcaroritsnumberplate..

Hisheartpoundedasheslowed,he

couldn'tbelieveLolowasdoingit

againandthistimehewasn'tgoing

tofight.Hewouldsimplywalkoff

andneverlookbackagainbuta

youngmanturnedhisheadand

raisedhishandapologeticallythenhe

reversedandparkedaside.Aatile

movedforwardandstoppedrolling

downthewindow.



Theyoungmangotoutofthecarand

respectfullyshookhishand...

Him:GoodafternoonMrJohnson..

MynameisAndrew.I'msorryfor

blockingyou,I'mtryingtotalktoBaby

butIwasn'tsureifIshouldgoinor

justwaitoutside.Iapologiseifit

offendsyou

Aatile:No,it'sokay.CaniseeyourID?

Andy:Ok

Hetookouthiswalletandhandedit



overthenAatilehadalookandgave

itback.

Aatile:Didyoutalktoher?

Andy:Yes

Aatile:Youcanparkinsideandwait

forher.

Andy:Thankyou

AatiledroveinthenAndrewfollowed

himinsideandparkedasAatile

steppedoutofthecarandwalked

overtohim.



Aatile:Caniunderstandsomething

here...Areyoudatingher?

Andy:Yes,weseethesamedoctorat

thehospitalthat'swherewemet.

Aatile:Youseemlikeavery

respectfulyoungmanbutidon't

knowiflikeyoubecauseIdon'tlike

yourfather.Ifyoustillwanttohang

aroundmydaughteryouhavealotto

dowhenitcomestoimpressingme

andifyoumakeonemistakeI'llhurt

youverybad.Didshetellyouwhat

happenedthelasttimeIfoundout

someonewastakingadvantageof

her?



Andy:Notindetailbutiknowyou

crushedthecarorsomething.I'mnot

goingtohavesexwithhersosoon

andwestudywhenwearetogether.

I'mnotinrus-youknowmyfather?

Aatile:Tellhimyou'redatingAlone

andAatileJohnson'sdaughterthat

shouldrefreshhismemory.

Andy:OK..

Babyquicklysteppedoutofthe

houseandwalkedoutavoidingher

father'seyesashelookedather...

Aatile:Youdidn'ttellmeyouhavea



boyfriend

Baby:Ididn'twantyoutokillhim,he

helpsmewithhomeworkandIthink

I'mreadyformyfinalexams

Aatile:(turnedandwalkedbackwards

facinghim)Don'tforgetwhatIsaid

Andrew

Andy:Iwon't,thankyou.

AatilewalkedinthehousethenBaby

foldedherarmsandangrilylowered

hervoice...

Baby:whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing



walkinginherelikethis?Areyou

tryingtohavemekilled?Thingsaren't

asmodernlikeinyourfamily.We

don'tjustbringboyshome

Andy:What'sthebigdeal?Yourdad

isprettycoolandIlikehim..Heis

reasonable...Don'tknowwhyhe

hatesmydadthoughbutilikehim

Baby:Mymothersayswecan'tdate,i

don'tknowwhybutshewasangry.

Andy:Sowhat?Yourdadapprovesso

wegood

Baby:Mymotheristhealphatypes,

whatevershesaysgoesnomatter

whatmydadsaystrustme.Herword



isthefinalword.

Andy:Yourdadsucksthatmuch?My

dadcallstheshots,whenhespeaks

everyonekeepsquieteventhe

refrigeratorstopsthenoiseuntilheis

done.

Baby:(laughed)Youneedtoleave

whilemymomisstillsleeping

Andy:Okay,soarewestilltogether?

Baby:Idon'tknow,justleave.

Andy:Iloveyou

Baby:Iloveyoutoogoplease..

HereversedanddroveoffasBaby



walkedinthehouseandwalkedpast

herparentsroom,shepausedand

listenedastheytalkedbutshe

couldn'thearclearlysoshepassed.

Agathawalkedoutofthebathroom

softlytalkingtothephoneandclosed

herselfinbedroom..

Agatha:Idon'tknowificanleaveat

thistime,myparentsarestrict

Jan:Itwon'ttakelong,wewillhang

outforaboutanhourortwo.You'llbe

backbefore6pm.justsayyou're

goingnextdoororsomething.

Agatha:Okay,pickmein20minutes



papaishome.Heiseasytotalktoke

taikopamogoene.

Jan:Alright,later...

Shehungupandgotreadythenshe

waitedforanopportunitytotalkto

herfatherwithouthermother.....

AtJan'sgrandparents....

AlmostanhourlaterJanopenedthe

doortoherbachelorpadandsmiled

forhertogetinthenshewalkedin,

Janglancedatthemainhouseand



quicklyclosedthedoorcarrying

takeaways.

Shekickedoffherbootsandwalked

overinsocksasAgathaslowlysaton

thecouchlookingatthedarkscreen.

Afterputtingfoodonthetableshe

switchedtheTVonandsatnextto

Agathaputtingherarmonthecouch..

Jan:Thanksforcoming

Agatha:Sure...

Janslowlyletherarmdropfromthe



couchdownAgatha'ashoulderas

theybothwatchedTV,Agathatooka

deepbreathandcrossedherlegsas

Janlookedatherthighsresistingto

touchher...

Jan:(shefailedtocontrolherselfand

touchedherthighs)areyoucold?

Agatha:No,I'mfine

"Fuckshehassuchasmoothskin

andwhydidshehavetowearhot

pantsagain?"shelookedupher

boobsandnoticedshewasn't

wearingabra."ManJandon't...Don't



touchher,shehastobeinitiated

first"..."FuckitI'mfuckingher"...

Janslowlytouchedherthighgoing

upherandtouchedherbreastthen

sheturnedAgatha'scheekand

leanedoverkissingherasAgatha

reluctantlytouchedher.Shedidn't

pushhersothatwasgoodenough

forher....Shepickedherupand

carriedhertobedwhereshetossed

herandpulledouthert-shirt

remainingwithavestasshesoftly

kissedherslowlypullingouther

shorts.Shewaswearingatinypurple

lacyg-string...



Jan:Ohshit...

Shekissedherlipsleavingatrailof

kissesdownherbellyandkissedher

pantieswhileholdingherhipswith

bothhandskneelingbetweenher

legs.Themaindooropenedandshe

paused..

Jan:Fuck,itsmy

grandmother...(threwasheetoverher

belly)Don'tmindwhatshewillsay,

typicaloldpeoplestuff!



ThebedroomdooropenedasJansat

ontheedgeofthebedwhileAgatha

heldasheetupherchest...

Jan:I'monthemiddleofsomething,

couldn'tyouknock?

Her:Itoldyoutostopbringinggirlsto

myhouseanddoingallthese

demonicthingsaroundhere.

Jan:Arewegoingtodothisinfront

ofmygirlfriend?

Her:AndIsawacigarettepackinthe

car,areyoutryingtokillyourself?

Diabeticsandsmoking?Icalledyour

motherandsheisnotanswering,I'm



goingtocallyourfather.Igothis

contacts.

Jan:Ohyeahlet'scallthemanthat

neverlovedme,thatshouldhelp.

(stoodup)Idon'tneedanyofthose

two,Ijustneedabreakfromyou

tellingmeI'mpossessedjust

becauseifindwokenattractive.I

thoughtweunderstoodeachothergo

rayagoreyouwerepretending

becauseididn'thaveagirlfriendand

youthoughtI'dchanged.

Her:Stopbringinggirlstomyhouse

Janice



ShewalkedoutthenJanfollowedher

zippingherjeansandstoodatthe

doorlookingathergrandmotheras

shelookedbackather...

Her:Iknowyouarehurtingandlonely

butyoudon'thavetobesmoking,i

don'twantyoutodieyoung.Iknow

yourparentsdisappointedyoubutI'm

herearen'ti?

Jan:Youstillcan'tacceptthatI'ma

lesbian,itwon'tchange..Youknowi

startedcrushingongirlsataJunior

school.Don'tyouthinkIwouldhave

stoppedifIwaspretending?Ireally



likethisgirlandIdon'tknowifshe

willstickaroundafterwhatyousaid

inthere.Idon'twanttomoveout

becauseyouandgrandpaarethe

onlyfamilyihave.Icanaffordtorent

butijustwanttobewithyoutwo,doi

havetoloseyoutoo?(tearfully)I'm

notpretending,ifeelnothingformen

andthatgirlinthereiswhatIneed.

Can'tyoujustpretendyou'reokay

withit?ibeenlonelyforawhile,

please

Her:Youneedtostopsmokingand

drinking

Jan:Sheisthedistractionineed..



Her:Juststopdrinkingandsmoking.

Jan:Eemmaketaaemisa

ShewalkedawaythenJanclosedthe

doorasAgathawalkedoutofthe

bedroomputtingonherhershorts...

Agatha:I'mgoinghome

Jan:Agathacomeon...Youknow

howoldpeopleare,shedidn'tmean

anyofthat.

Agatha:OkbutI'mgoing,thiswas

justamistake.Sheisright...Thisis

demonicandigotochurchevery



Sunday.Itswrong...

Jan:(grabbedherwrist)Agatha

comeon,don'tdothis...OkayI'm

sorryforgoingtoofast..Maybei

freakedyouout,canwetakeitslow?

Agatha:No,bye

Jan:Caniatleasttakeyouhome?

Youdon'tha-

Agatha:I'mfine..

ShewalkedoutasJantearfully

watchedherthenshesatonthe

stoopandsighedputtingher

foreheadonherarmswhichwere

restingonherknees....



Meanwhilehergrandmotherlooked

atthegirlwalkingoutofgateand

movedthecurtainfurtherlookingat

Janasshelitacigaretteandblew

outstylishseveralcloudofsmoke

thenfanningthemoff...

AtKen'sHouse....

KenwalkedinjustasZaneandSeth

we'releavingwearinghelmetsand

carryingtheirskateboards...



Ken:BecarefulZane

Zane:Suredad..

Zaneslammedthedoorastheyran

offthenKenputhislaptoponthe

tablewhileFaithdozedoffonthe

couch.

Hegrabbedaplateoffoodand

headedtothebedroomwherehesat

onthebedwhileDidilaidonbedthen

heleanedoverandkissedher...

Ken:Hey,howareyoufeelingtoday?



Didi:IthinkI'mfine...

Hisphonerang...

Ken:Hello?

Amantle:Hello

Ken:(angrily)Fuckyou.Whothehell

gaveyoumynumber?

Amantle:Fuckyouorayammao,i

wanttotalkaboutyourdaughter,ke

rilekebatawena?

Ken:Ihavenothingtotalktoyou

about

Amantle:Mymotherhasbeentrying



tocallmebutiavoidedhercalls

becauseican'tdothisanymore.Jan

needsyou,doyoueverthinkabout

herwhenyou'rewithZaneandFaith?

Ken:Likeyoueverthinkabouther

bichplease

Hehungupandputthephonethen

hesighedfrustratedasDidilookedat

him...

Didi:Areyouokay?

Ken:(sighed)Don'tworryaboutme..I

don'twantworryingaboutanything

elseexcept-



Thephonerangthenhepicked...

Ken:What?

Granny:Hello?

Ken:(clearedhisvoice)Dumelang

Granny:KegoreKennaakoompolele

haontsejaanawateogopolegoreo

nalengwanayomongwekontega

bao?

Ken:Isthereanythingyouneed?

Granny:Ineedyoutotake

responsibility,foroncecallJanand

askherhowsheisdoing.Janisa



lesbian,sheissmoking,sheis

drinking,she-

Ken:No,noshecan'tbealesbian,tell

hertochangethatfastandveryfast.

Granny:I'mwalkingtowardsher

room,canyoupleasetellhertostop

smoking.(toher)Talktoyourfather

Jan:Idon'thaveafather

Granny:Stoptalkingtomelikethat

Jan:(gotthephone)Hello?

Ken:Icanunderstandsmokingand

drinkingwecanworkonthatbutif

youdareembarrassmewiththatgay

thingI'llhangyoudoyouunderstand

me?I'mgoingtobeapastor.Doyou



knowwhatthatmeans?

Jan:Itmeansyou'rethepastornot

me,icanfuckeverygirlIwantand

youcan'tdoanythingaboutit

becauseyoudon'tevenknowme,you

couldwalkpastmedownthestreet

andyouwouldn'trecogniseme

becauseyouhaven'tseenmeinwhat?

4years?Goloveyourkidsandletme

findlovewhereverIcan.Younever

lovedme,you'rethefirstmanto

breakmyheartanditstill

hurts...(tearfully)atsomepointi

thoughtyou'datleastintroduceme

tomylittlebrotherandsister.(atear

rolleddownhercheek)Butihaveto



stalkyouonFacebooktoseethem.

Dotheyevenknowiexist?Ifyou

don'tlovemeatleastallowmy

siblingsanditotry.You'renota

pastorandyou'llneverbeapastor

untilyouacknowledgehowmuch

you'vepunishedmeandhatedme

becausemymotherforcedyouto

givemesomethingfromyour

businesses.

Ken:(sighed)Janit'snotlikethat-

Shehungupthenhesighed...

Ken:CanitalktoAmantle?I'llputher



onloudspeaker.Janiceobuile

somethingimportantandsheisright.

Didi:No,ifJaniceneedssomething

shewilltalktoyou.Sheisover18so

nomoretalkingtoAmantle,it'seither

herormethereisnoinbetween.

Thenextinsertfollowsafter24K

Likes...
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AtKen'sHouse....

Kenlookedatherasshepinnedher

elbowonthebedlyingonherside

lookingathim...

Didi:It'sthatsimpleandthistimewe

don'thavetopretendakereweare

nothusbandandwife?That'sthe

advantageofnotbeingmarried.You



canjustexchangepartnerswithout

anyoneholdingyouresponsible

becauseyoudidn'ttakeavow.Soha

elegorewadarlieotilenkgollenna

keboeleMaun...Iwon'tevenhate

youforit.

Ken:Ireallywishyoucouldforgive

me,you'retalkinglikesomeonewho

doesn'ttrustme

Didi:Itrustyouoneverythingexcept

thatwitchAmantlebecauseiknow

youloveher,iamnotsayingyou

don'tlovemekareyoulovehertoo.

Ken:You'rewrong,iusedtoloveher

andthenshebrokeme.Youcame



andhealedmebutineverreallydealt

withher,ijustmovedonsowhenshe

cameiletmymemoriesfoolmeand

itsagoodthingtheydidbecause

nowiknowbothofyouandiamnow

abletomakeabetterdecision.I

stayedwithAmantleinGabsandit

washorrible,iwaslikeafoolish

zombiebutwithyouI'mdifferent.I'm

gladimadethemistakesimade

becauseatleastnowIdon'thavethe

maybesorwhat'sifs.Iknowilove

Didiandiknowwhatiwantformy

family.You'reright,Janiceisover18,

asstubbornassheisihavetoface

herandgettoknowherfearsandall



shebeenthrough.Ihavetoexplainto

hermysideofthestorywithout

justifyingwhyiwasabadfather.

Didi:(smiled)Spokenlikeafamily

man,andIamheretomakesurethat

youandJanicegetthatchance.To

behonestwithyouifeellikehadi

kindofmotivatedyoutobringher

homemaybeI'dknowherandshe

wouldknowhersiblings.Iplayeda

partandifshelet'smeI'lltrymybest

butifshedoesn'tlikemeI'dalsogive

herthespaceandnotinterruptyour

relationshipwithhermmehelao

bonaAmantleene?Youshouldn'ttalk

toherunlessit'simperativethatyou



speakelematteroflifeanddeath.

That'smyfinalorder.

Kensmiledandleanedoverkissing

her...

Ken:Keipakisitsegoremalatsiathe

rulesareclearanditstakeitorleave

it

Didi:(laughed)Akebategoutusiwa

bothoko

Ken:Gonemmeoaitsegoreke

godileakere?I'vehurtyouandthe

kids,iembarrassedyouandchanged

yourlife,youhavenoideahowbadi



feltwhenifoundoutyoutriedto

commitsuicide.Cuttingyoudown

fromthatropeandlookinginyour

eyeskebonadeath,icheckedyour

heartbeatandfeltnothing...You're

livingmiraclewenaDidiandtheway

Zanecried,eishngwanakeoledile

thinkingyoukilledyourselfbecause

theydidn'tsleepoveratyourhouse.

Faitheneonealemohihinghelabut

waitsekeengthosewerethemost

darkestdaysofmylife.Iknowyou

won'tbelievethisbuticryforyouin

secret,I'mafuckingcrybaby

Didi:(laughed)Youdo?

Ken:(laughed)Youhavenoidea,o



bonaZane?Ngwanakeonkgotsitse

keipotsagoreotilegoledisiwake

ngwanawagamang.Hegotthat

cryingfromme,evenasalittleboyi

usetocrylikethatbutmyfather

hatedit,hebeatmeforthatandtold

meamanisnotsupposedtocry.You

holdthepaininsideandtakeitlikea

man.Hetoldmetonevercryso

wheneverigothurtidrunkand

smokedorbeatthepersonwhohurt

me.Takeoutmypainonthembut

thenwhenit'ssomeoneyouloveand

havewrongedit'scomplicatedkeitse

helagoreI'mtheonewhocheatedon

mywifesoican'tblameanyone.I've



learntalotfromallthese,I'vealso

learntthaticanloseyouhake

tshameka(theybothlaughedloudly)

EishBayangwasatoughrival.There

isnothingthathurtslikecompeting

withaperfectmanwhenyouhavea

history.Koorethisguyhadagoodjob

-labtechnicianandiwasunemployed.

Hehadnocriminalrecordandwelli

wasdirty.Drugsandillegal

possessionofafirearm....Hewas

patientandsoftspokenbutilostmy

tempereachtimethingsdidn'tgomy

way.Ihadtopretendtobecivilwith

himjustsoicanseeyou.Iremember

abuakastatus..(theylaughed)Shit



firstthinginthemorningkehakele

koLetsholathebeandihadtotake

Pepfor30daysonlyforAatiletotell

methatBayangandDidiarenegative,

hesaidthattoconfirmifyouhadsex

withDidibecauseDidideniedit.

Didi:(laughed)SheewaitseBayang

Ken:(laughed)Youmademego

throughhell,don'tdothatagain...

Let'sbuildourhomefromscratch.

Let'sgetclosertoJanandintroduce

herthekids.Iwanttoloveheri

realisedthatAmantleliedtoher

aboutusanditseasyforherto

believebecausewenevertalk.I'm

sureifiloveherenoughshewillstop



beingalesbianandalltheother

thingsihearsheisdoing.

Didi:Andwhatifshecan'tstopbeing

alesbian?Shemightbereally

attractedtowomen,thisthingisreal.

Ken:Notformyblooditsnot,these

peoplearepretending.LookatArona,

didn'tthisguywantyouatsome

point?Andnowallofsuddenheis

gayputtingonmakeupfoolingpeople.

Imeanthatguylookslikeagirleven

fromtheback

Didi:Ican'texplainthatbutsome

peopleactuallyshowtraitsfroma

youngageandmaybeAronawas



tryingtoignoreitandhisboyfriend

triggereditbecausenowicanbath

withAronaandhewon'tbearoused.

Ken:Wellidon'tknowhishistorybut

Janismydaughterandiknowidon't

havehomosexualityinmyblood.She

isjustactingouttogetattentionand

I'mgoingtogiveittoher.

Didi:Justdon'tbedisappointedwhen

youfindoutthatshecan'tchange

that

Ken:Shewill,withGodeverythingis

possible.Yougainedconsciousness

afterbeingcutfromtheroofandi...

Myself,KennaIamactuallystudying



thebibleandleaninghowtolivefor

God.Itwon'thappenovernightbutI

acknowledgehowmuchGodhas

changedme.I'dbeouttheresell

drugsandmakingthousandsof

moneybutI'mherewithmywifeand

kidsandI'mcontentwiththat.

Didismiledadmiringhimashedid

herthenheleanedoverandkissed

her..

Ken:JanostubbornIdon'tknowhow

toapproachher

Didi:Sheisherfather'sdaughter,she



gotthatfromyouandthewayshe

cursesngngng....Fruitdoesn'tfall

toofarfromthetree,I'msureshe

loveshardwhenitcomestoher

girlfriendsandmaybetheyhurther

that'swhyshedrinksandsmokes.

Ken:Shehastostopthatnonsense

yadilesbian...

Hestoodupandpulledouthist-shirt

thenheheadedtotheshower.....

AtBayang'sHouse...



MeanwhilebackinMaunitwas

almostmidnightasBayangparkedin

frontofthehouseandsteppedoutto

unlockthedoorwhilethekidswere

stillsleepinginthecar.

Hemovedeverythingthatwasinthe

spareroomandpushedhisbedin

therethenhechangedthesheetsand

putamattressinhisroominstead....

JuniorandBridgetjumpedstartledas

hebangedonthecarwindows..

Bayang:Wearehere!Youguysare



uselessketsilekekgweetsakele

nosi..

Bridgetsmiledlookingatthehouse

andshylysteppedoutfollowing

Junior...

Junior:Bridgetyoucanusemyroom,

I'llsleeponthecouchandmove

tomorrowwhendadhasfixedthe

room

Bayang:I'vefixedit

Junior:Okay...

Bayang:ComeBridget...



Bayangescortedhertoherroom

whereshesatonthebedwhile

BayangsatontheedgewithJunior

standingatthedoor...

Bayang:Thisisyourroom,youhave

tokeepthedoorclosedandifanyone

wantstocomeintheywillknock.

JuniorasmuchasBridgetisyour

littlesistersheisagirlandyou'renot

supposedtoseehernakedsoyou

mustknockonherdoorevenwhen

sheisbathingyouhavetostayaway.

Junior:(laughed)Whyareyoutalking



tomelikeI'malittlebaby?Iknow

aboutprivacy,wearetaughtaboutit

atschool.

Bayang:Aboutthat...I'mBridget

you'regoingtostartschoolnext

week.I'llbuyeverythingandgetyour

hairdonebutit'sgoingtobevery

difficultbecausetheyteachin

Englishattheprivateschoolsand

youmightfeelleftout.

Bridget:Ingovernmentschoolsthey

teachinEnglishtoo,onlythe

standard1sand2saretaughtin

Setswanaithinkfromthereits

Englishalltheway.Idon'tspeak

goodEnglishlikeJuniorbutthereis



nothingidon'tknowinEnglish.

Shepulledherbackpackandgave

himherbooksandtheprevious

reportsthenBayang'sJawsdropped

ashelookedattheA*oneach

subject...

Bayang:Goodness!Whyareyou

brilliant?(Bridgetlaughed)thisis

beautiful...(herubbedherafro)I'm

reallyproudofyou

Junior:Hermotherwasanurseand

herfatherisalabtechnician,sheisa

walkingexperiment,whatdidyou



expect?Geneshello?

Bridget:(laughed)Thankyou...I'm

thehypothesisandconclusion

Junior:Bophotosynthesisand

Bridget:Bogermination.

Bayanglaughedandhitherwiththe

book...

Bayang:Ithinkyou'regoingtoshow

themflames,SoI'mraisingscientists

here?

Both:(laughed)Yes



Itwasaftermidnightbutnoneof

themwassleepyandeach

conversationstruckaloudlaughter

forallofthem,forthefirsttimeinher

lifeBridgetfeltathomeandeven

afterbathingandgoingtobedshe

stillcouldn'tfallasleep.Shewanted

thesuntocomeoutsoshecansee

thehouseproperlyandseeherfather

again,herbrotherwasjustawesome

andhisfatherhadsaidsomething

aboutschool.Shewasexcitedabout

that,aclassroomhadalwaysbeen

theonlyplaceshefeltaliveand

aboveeventherichkidsbecauseshe

hadsomethingmoneycouldbuy....



AtAndrew'sHouse...

ThefollowingSundaymorning

Andrewsteppedoutofhisquarter

withapileofplatesandcupsheading

tothemainhousewhereahouse

helperwasdoingthedishes...

Andrew:Morning

Her:Howareyou?

Andrew:I'mgood...

Heopenedthefridgeandgrabbedan



applethenhewalkedtowardshis

parent'sbedroomwheretherewere

funnynoisesasheknocked...

Andy:Papawee?

Him:(caughthisbreath)Obataeng

makukujaanaAndy?

Andy:Ketsene?

Him:Rerobetse,I'llbeoutinafew

minutes

Andy:Nnakeatsena

Hisfatherquicklygotdownand

grabbedaphonewhilehismother



pretendedtobesleeping,Andrew

headedtothewardrobeandpulled

outhisfather'ssuit...

Andy:Mamawee?Whichjacketgoes

togetherwithmypants?

Hismotherturnedandlookedat

him...

Andy:Babylonginvitedmetochurch

weeksagosoIwanttosurpriseher

today

Hismother:Pickanavyblueone...Its



thelastoneyourfatherusedtowear

itbeforehebecomefat,itwillfityou

perfectly

Him:(laughed)Don'tstartwithme

Hismother:Ilovethisgirlwaitse

bathong,ijustlovedher

Andy:Makesbothofus,bytheway

daddoyouknowherparents?Aatile

andAloneJohnson

Him:Thoseareherparents?

Her:Doweknowthem?

Him:Um....Um...(hecaughed)Mr

Johnsononcehelpedmeatthe

hospital



Her:Aothat'ssweet,Andyplease

don'tloseher.Whatiloveabouther

kegoreyoushareastatusandsheis

fromagoodfamilybackground.She

knowsthefamilyvaluesandthe

importanceofbuildingafamilyand

beingwithonepartner.I'msureher

parentswillloveyoutoobecausewe

havesetagoodexampleforyou.You

watchedyourfatherloveuswithout

failuresootabeodirakabomoif

youfailtomakeafamilyofyourown

andhavechildren,lovethemandbe

happy.

Mogapi'sbreathedinandoutasAndy



lookedathimselfonthemirrorand

closedthewardrobe...

Andy:Seeyouafterchurch

Heclosedthedooranddroveoff....

AtChurch......

LaterduringpreachingLoloandher

husbandquietlylistenedasAndrew

walkedinandlookedaround

confusedtryingtolocateBaby

amongstthecongregation,Lolo's



bloodboiledasshelookedatAndy

talkingtoanusherofferinghima

chairatthebackbuthespotted

Aatileanddeclined...

Shefrownedputtingaseriousface

withaboutthreelinesontheglabella

asAndyinnocentlysatnexttoAatile

andsmiledgreetinghim,Aatile

smiledsurprisedtoseehim..

Andy:Goodmorning

Aatile:Morning...Whatareyoudoing

here?

Andy:Babylonginvitedmeandtoday



ithoughtI'dsurpriseher..(leaned

overandshookLolo'shandasshe

pretendedtobebusylisteningtothe

preciouswordofGod)HelloMrs

Johnson...(shedidn'trespondthen

heturnedtoAtile)SowhereisBaby?

Aatile:Shhhgagobuiwemokerekeng,

whichchurchdoyouusuallyattend?

Andy:Wedon'tdochurchathome,

it'smyfirsttimetobeinchurch

besidestheChapelatschoolwhenI

wasataseniorschool

Lolo:Shh...

Hekeptquietandfoldedhisarms,



Aatileglancedathimasheleaned

backwatchingthepastorthenhe

handedhimthebible.Andrewsmiled

andhelditproperlyandwhenthe

pastorreferredthemtoabookhe

wasn'tsurehowtogetthere.

Helookedatthepersonbehindhim

forapagenumberthenheflippedthe

pagesuntilhegottherewhileAatile

watchedindisbeliefthenhechuckled

dumbfounded....

***



Afterpreachingthepraiseand

worshipteamwalkedtothefrontand

Andrew'sfacelitupashespotted

Babygettingthemic...

Andy:(smiled)Wow...(turnedto

Aatile)Amiallowedtotakeavideo?

Aatile:Yesbutwhenpeopleare

standing,nowyou'lljustlooklikea

weirdoplusnooneknowsyou,lay

low.

Andy:Okay,butthisiscool.IthinkI'll

keepcom-

Lolo:(annoyed)Shhh...

Andy:(whispered)Sorry



Lolo:(whisperedtoAatile)Whatare

youdoing?

Aatile:(whisperedback)Canyougive

theboyabreak?It'snothisfaulthis

fatherisa-jewakemelatoyagago

olenosiandstoprecruitingmetojoin

you.Itsapityhispresencerubsyour

guiltyconsciencethewrongway.

Heturnedandjoinedthechurchin

singing..…

***



LaterafterchurchAgatharantothe

familycarandthrewinherJersey

inside...

Agatha:I'monthecleaningrota

today.

Aatile:Okay

Junior:MamacaniridewithBaby

andherfriend?

Lolo:No,

Aatiledroveoutofchurch...

Lolo:waitseAatilethespecial



treatmentyougiveBabygaseyone.

GaseSetswanahelangwanayoo

balangform5invitesaboyfriendto

church.

Aatile:Babyisnotjustaform5

student.Sheenduredmorethanthan

anyonesoshedeservesthatbreakto

helpherdealwithherproblems.

Parentswhoaretoostrictarethe

oneswhoendupdealingwith

teenagepregnancy.Andrewknows

whatiexpectfromhimandtrustme

lehaakaraelesegahe'drathergobuy

protectionthanmakeherdropoutof

schoolandthat'ssomethingiwant.

Wecan'tdenythatnowadaysha



ngwanaabalaformfiveonaledi

feelingsandit'sourresponsibilityto

makesurethatthosefeelingsdon't

affecttheirfuturebyshowingthem

howtopreventanyproblem.Iprefer

knowingAndrewandthreateninghim

thanhimnotknowingmeaikantse

gorehewilldenyitandnoonewill

backupBaby.Idon'tparentlikemy

parents,timeshavechanged.That

mentalityisthereasonmymother

doesn'tlikeyoubecausewenaleene

thinkthesamewayandnotreally

whatyourchildrenneeds.Youthink

youknowwhat'sbestforyourchild

butyoureallywantthemtodowhat



youwantnotwhat'sgoodforthem.

I'dchooseAndrewoverKenna

anytime,I'dsupporttheirrelationship

justtoavoidoldermantaking

advantageofBaby'sstatus.Sheis

happysoI'mhappy,livewithit.

AtChurch...

LateronAgathaandacoupleof

otheryoungladiestogetherwiththe

guyssteppedoutaftercleaningand

waitedforthetaxi.

Mostmanagedtogettaxisuntil



Agathawasleftwithanotherbrother

fromchurch...

Him:Let'swalkbytheroad,I'mtired

ofstanding.Sundayjaanaditaxike

mathatahela

Agatha:True

Him:Sohowareyou?

Agatha:I'mfine

Him:SisterAgathaiwanttomarry

you

"withwhat?"shethoughtasshe

quietlywalkedwithhimbytheroad



whilecarspassed...

Him:Kegoratamaratototakegore

hakegoakantseithelankarenkalela

helawaabona...

Jan'scarpulledoveronthesideas

sherolleddownthewindowandput

herelbowoutjealouslylookingat

them...

Jan:(ordered)Getinthecar

Agatha:Whatareyoudoing?

Jan:(annoyed)Getinthecar



Brother:Why-

Jan:Fuckyou,staythehellaway

fromherandsticktothebibleand

speakingintongues.

Agatha:(smiledatthebrother

embarrassed)I'mnotalesbian,she

ismyfriendandshelikesdoingthat

toguys.I'machristian.Bye

AgathagotinthecarthenJanangrily

steppedontheaccelerator

intentionallyleavingthebrotherinthe

mistofdustashefanneditcoughing

holdinghisbible.



MeanwhileinthecarAgathalooked

atherangrily...

Agatha:Whatdoyouthinkyou're

doingtellinghimsomethinglikethat?

Noteveryoneiscomfortablewiththis

thingyouknow,I'mnotalesbian.I

amaChristian

JanangrilyparkedinfrontoftheFNB

machineandswitchedofftheengine

leaningbacklookingather...

Jan:Canijustmakeonethingclear,

ifyoufuckthisupI'llfuckyouupso



badyou'llhateallthelesbians.Idon't

playlikethat,youdon'tcheatonme

Agatha:Whyareyoujealous?I

haven'tevendecidedifI'mdoingthis

ornot.

Jan:WhatamInotdoingforyou?

Agatha:Weliterallymet2daysago,

whyareyousorough?Youcan'tbe

thatpossessiveyoudon'tevenknow

me

Jan:Whatdon'tiknow?Tellme

aboutyourself.ListenI'mreallynot

goodatbeggingpeopletostayinmy

lifesolet'smakethissimple.Makea

decisionrightnow...Doyouwantto



beJanice'sgirlornot?IfnotI'llleave

youalone.Youcansimplygetoutof

mycarandiwon'tsayanything.

You'refreetogobabe...

Sheleanedoverandopenedthedoor

forherbutAgathafoldedherarms

poutinglookingoutside,Jan

seductivelytouchedherthighbutshe

pushedherhandoffthenJanleaned

overandkissedhersadfaceonthe

cheek...

Jan:I'msorryforshoutingatyou...



JanturnedAgatha'scheekandsoftly

Frenchkissedherthensheleaned

backtakingoutherwalletout....

Jan:Let'sgo

Shesteppedoutandclosedherdoor

asAgatharemainedinthestillupset

thenJanwalkedaroundthecarinher

tightjeansandwhitecleansneakers

withabaggysweaterwhichshe

pulledsleevesbackrevealingher

watchandtheLGBTbraceletasshe

leanedinthecarputtingherpalmson

herkneessoshecouldlookather



frombeneath...

Jan:(smiled)Ongadilegorenneke

goomanya?sorrythemma...Idon't

wanttoqueueontheATMalone,let's

go.(pressedhercheekstogether)

Molomonyana?Sorryautwa?

ShekeptquietthenJanpulledher

outofthecarcarryingherandclosed

thedoorpushingitwithhersneaker,

peoplequeuingbytheATMmachine

lookedattheelesbiancoupleacting

cosyandAgathaquicklysliddown

embarrassed...



Agatha:(muttered)Don'ttouchmein

public

Jan:(smilednaughtilyandgropedher

ass)How?Likethis?

Agatha:(giggledandsmackedher

hand)Stopitpeoplearelooking..

TheyjoinedthequeueasJanstood

behindhergirlholdingherbythe

waistastheychattedandlaughed.

PeoplekeptglancingasJankept

Agathacloseholdingherwaistand

kissedherneckeachtimethey

laughedaboutsomething.



MinuteslaterstillholdingAgathaby

thewaistJanmovedherinfrontof

themachineandinsertthecardwhile

standingbehindher..

Jan:Tsenyapin..2346

Agathaenteredthepinandwaitedto

betoldtheamount..

Jan:Uh...Howmuchshouldwetake?

Ineverkeepcashiswipemostofthe

time.



AgathalookedattheGetmaximum

cashP4500thensheenteredP2000...

Jan:Ohshitwhatareyoudoing?

Agatha:Youaskedme

Jan:whatareyougoingtodowith

P2000?Wecould'vejustswiped

Agatha:(takingthemoney)Myhair

andawholelotofthings

ShegotthecardtooandturnedJan

aroundfollowingher,Janstepped

downthepavementwithherbehind



thenshejumpedonJan'sbackfora

piggybacking.Janheldherproperly

andwalkedacrosstheparkinglotin

betweenthecarscarryingheronher

back....

Jan:I'mhungry,canwebuy

somethingtoeatinthere?

Agatha:(onJan'sback)Kae?

Jan:Woolworths

Agatha:Woolworthssellsfood?Isn't

itaclothingstore(Janjustlaughed),

thereisfoodinthere?

Jan:(laughed)Yesyou'llsee



Agatha:(lookedatpeopleasJan

walkedpiggybackingher)OhmyGod

peoplearelookingatus..

Jan:Inolongernoticethat..

Agatha:Putmedownkeaswaba

yanong

ShestoppedandAgathasliddown

thenJanpulledupherjeansupand

grabbedAgatha'swristleadingherin

theshopastheyheadedtothefood

sectionpassingafewwhitepeople

andIndians...

Agatha:Iwaswonderingwherethe



whitepeopleshop,soIndiansopena

famousshopforusandthenturn

andcomeshophere?Andtheir

shopshavebranchesalloverbut

you'llneverseeoneIndianbuying

fromthere.

Jan:Ineverunderstoodthattoo..

Janpickedafewspecificfoodsas

Agathaobserved...

Agatha:Whydoyoukeepreading

whatyouwant?

Jan:OhI'mdiabetic,forgottotellyou



Agatha:Andyousmoke?NowI

rememberyourgrandmothersaid

somethingaboutit.Canyoustop

smoking?

Jan:(turnedandsmiledather)And

youwon'teverleaveme?

Agatha:You'reunbelievable,youdon't

careifyouliveordiedoyou?

Jan:Notreally,ijustliveinamoment.

Idon'thaveanyonetoliveforor

anythingtoliveforreallyso...

Agathasadlylookedatherassheled

hertothetillwheretheypaidand

walkedout,awhilepassedwithout



hersayinganythingasJanopened

thedoorforherandclosedherin

beforedrivingoff

Jan:Areyouok?Whyareyouquiet?

Agatha:I'mfine...

Shesecretlytookoutthemoneyand

putitinholderasJanglancedather

Jan:whatareyoudoing?

Agatha:Youneeditforyourdiet,i

can'ttakeit.

Jan:Youcanhaveit,canyounotfeel



sorryformerightnow?That'sthe

lastthingIneedfromyou...Ok?

ShekeptquietthenJanpulledover

parkingunderatreeandturned

lookingather..

Jan:Ineverlackedanythinggrowing

up,iwenttoprivateschoolsandate

healthyfood.Ihadclothesand

accessthetechnology.Ihad

everythingexceptlove...Mymother

staysinGaboroneandmyfatheris

overseas,bothofthemfoundpeople

toloveandtheonlybirthdaywishi



gotwasfromFNB...Itshardtomake

friendswhenyou'realesbian

becausestraightwomenalwaysfeel

likeyouwilltouchthem

inappropriatelyorsomething.Some

justhatelesbianssoallIwantfrom

youisloveandfaithfulness.Idon't

wantyoutocheatonme,ibeenhurt

bythepeopleiloveandican'ttake

anymore.

Agatha:I'msorry...Ididn'tknowwho

youbutnowihaveanideaandI

won'thurtyou...I'mnewtothisbuti

loveyoutherestwillfollow..



Agathaleanedoverandkissedheras

shekissedbackbreathingheavily

andsnuckherhandunderherdress.

Shehungrilykissedherandadjusted

herseatlayingherdowntryingtoget

ontopbutAgathacaughthera

breathandturnedherhead

reluctantly...

Agatha:Notinthecarbythesideof

theroad...(pulledupthechairand

smiled)You'reunbelievable,youwant

tofuckmeonthesideoftheroad?

Janleanedbacksmilingcutewitha



littleembarrassmentonherface...

Jan:(exhaled)I'msorry,It'sbeena

whileso...(pinchedthebridgeofher

nose)Sorry

Agathasmiledadmiringhercute

embarrassedfaceaslookedather

witheyesfulloflustandpassion

thenshegrabbedabottleofwater

fromthebackandhandedittoher.

Janopenedthebottleanddrunkas

shejoinedtheroad,herhandswere

manlyandhonestlythesightofher



drivingdroveAgathainsane.Shehad

beendrivenbeforebyherfamilybut

seewhenJanwasdrivingandshe

wassittinginthefrontseatwiththe

musiconshefeltsomehow.Janhad

alookshegaveheralookshe

couldn'tevenexplainandJanhada

boyishsmile,onethatstartedatthe

cornerofherlipsandspreadacross

herhandsomeface.

Agatha:Jan?

Jan:(sheansweredlookingaway

checkingthetrafficonthemirrorand

overtakingcars)Yeah?



Agatha:Iloveyou...

Jansmiledlookingatherassheheld

thewheelwithonehandandtouched

herwiththeother...

Jan:(lookinginhereyes)Iloveyou

too

Agatha:Butyoucan'tusevulgar

languagearoundpeopleespecially

whogotochurch.Youcan'tjust

followmeandpickmeupanytime

youmissme.I'mintheclosetasfar

asmyfamilyandthechurchis

concerned,willyoukeepmethere



untilI'mbraveenoughtocomeout?

Janlookedinherbeautifuleyesand

smiledthenshecheckedthetraffic

andleanedovergivingheraquick

kissbeforelookingbackattheroad...

Jan:Ofcourse,I'msorry

Agatha:It'sokay...

Jan:HeyIsawashopoflingerieat

Oldman,ithadsomeofthepantiesI

sawyouputtingontheotherday.Do

youwanttocheckitout?Thatpurple

lacythinglookedreallygoodonyou.

ItwasallIcouldthinkaboutallnight



afteryouleft..

Agatha:(laughed)Okay...

Minuteslatersheparkedandwaited

inthecareatingwhileAgathawalked

aroundtheshoppickingafewthings

thenshesawaniceman'swatchand

pickedit.

MeanwhileJansteppedoutofthecar

andthrewthetrashinthecanas

Agathawalkedoutandgotinthe

car...



Shejumpedinandstartedthecar

thenAgathagotherarmand

removedheroldwatch...

Jan:(laughed)Oiraeng?

Agathatookoutthenewwatchand

putitaroundherwristthenshe

kissedherhandbeforereturningit

backtothesteeringwheelasJan

smiledemotionallyandquietlydrove

thecar...

Jan:(minutesafter)Idon'tremember

thelasttimeanyoneboughtme



anything.Thanks

Agatha:It'syourmoneysoitdoesn't

countasagift

Jan:Tomeit'sagift,thanks

Agatha:You'rewelcome...

Agathagrabbedadrinkfromthe

backandleanedbacksipping....

AtKen'sHouse....

ThenextmorningDiditurnedaround

toanirritatingtappingonthe

bedroomwindowandtouchedKen's



sideofthebed,hewasn'tthereso

shegrabbedhergownandputiton

asshewalkedtothewindowwhere

shepulledthefoldsupbeforesliding

upthewindowandlookingdownat

theparkinglot.Kenputdownthetoy

gunhewasusingtoshootthe

window.

ShefrownedasKenandthekids

wavedtheirdustyhandsholding

whitechalkwithverybigwordson

thepavement.."Willyoumarryme"

Kensmiledandspreadhishands



waitingforhertorespond...

TWOYEARSLATER.....

Thefollowinginsertfollowsafter26K

Likes,haveablessedSunday.

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthebusrank....

Earlyinthemorningaround6thebus

pulledover,Babyremovedherneck

pillowandleanedbackyawningas

peoplegotoffthebus.Shemoved

thecurtainslookingoutsideand



smiledasAndrewsmiledatherthen

shegrabbedherbagandshawl

makingherwayout...

Andrewbithislipanxiouslyhas

peoplesteppeddownthebus,finally

Babysteppeddownandrantowards

himashehurriedoverandcaughther

swingingherasshebentherlegs

clampingherarmsaroundhim..

Heputherdownandleanedover

kissingherbeforehuggingheragain

astheylaughedexcitedly....



Andrew:Whereisyourbag?

Baby:Thisside..

Andrewpulledherbigbagandputit

inthebackofthecarasshegotin

thefrontseatandtookoffherjacket

remaininginherSRCt-shirt,Andrew

closedthedoorandleanedover

kissingherthenhedroveout....

Andrew:I'lltakeyouhomelater,i

tookadayoffatwork.

Baby:Okay...



Hedrovehomeandparkedinfrontof

thehousethentheywalkedin.

Andrewclosedthedoorandsmiled

lookingatBabyassheshylylooked

athimthenhethrewthekeysonthe

couchandkissedherasthey

droppedtheirclothesonebyoneand

fellonthebed...

Andyreachedforacondombut

pusheditaway...

Baby:Don'twearacondom,iwanta

baby

Andy:What?



Baby:Maybemymomwillacceptyou

Andy:Babewedon'tneedher

approval,thisisourlifeandwedon't

havetomakesuchbigdecisions

becauseofotherpeople.Ijust

startedworkingandyou'restillin

school.Iwantustohaveababy

whenwearemarriedandstaying

togethersothaticanbethereforyou

andthebaby.You'llneedsupportfor

ourbabytocomeoutnegativeand

strong.Ithoughtweagreedtoignore

yourmotherfornow

Baby:(tearfully)Ijustwanttobeable

tochataboutyoulikeMayaisfreeto

talkaboutherfamilywithus.



Andy:Stopdoingthistoyourself

maybeshejustdoesn'tlikeme

becauseshethinksI'llbreakyour

heart,mothersareprotective.Idon't

blameherandithinkshewillloveme

oncesheseesthatireallyloveyou,

givehertime.Shewillcomearound...

.

Baby:(smiledhopefully)Youthink?

Andy:Iknowso

Shesmiledthenhekissedherand

pulledoutherpanties....

Atschool.....



LaterinthesamemorningBayang

leaningbackclappinghandssitting

amongstthecrowdasastudentand

hismotherwavedapresentinfront

ofeveryone,itwasatprizegivingday

thathadpulledalotofparentsto

schoolthatmorning.

Teacher:(holdingthemic)Andnow

wegettoForm2,wewillstartwith

theoverallperformanceandthe

studentwhogotthehighestgrades.

BridgetKobamelo.....



Bayangproudlystoodupmakinghis

waytothefrontasthecrowd

cheeredthenBridgetcamerunning

behindhimwithasmileasthey

shooktheheadmaster,guestof

honourandfinallypausedforthe

picturewhileholdingthetrophyanda

giftbigbox...

Bayangproudlysmiledashewalked

backtotheseatcarryinghisboxthen

herecognisedKamofromthecrowd

asshewavedathimblushing,unable

towaveashewascarryingthebox

hewinkedatherandshesmiledeven

widerasBridgetwavedather.....



Minutespassedwhilethesecond

positionandthirdgottheirgifts,

meanwhileJuniorandBridget

whisperedtoanother

Teacher:Andnowwegettothe

subject,thebeststudentin

Mathematics...Rememberweare

stillform2..

Junior:DadstandupitsBridget

Bayang:Theyhaven'tcalledherand

howdoyouknowmaybe-

Teacher:BridgetKobamelo...



BayangandJuniorstoodupagain,

thesecontinued5times....

Schoolhead:MrKobamelomaybe

youshouldjuststandthere,seems

you'regoingtogetallthegifts

ThecrowdlaughedasBayangwalked

awaycarryingthe6thpresent...

Bayang:(takingaseat)Havinga

brilliantchildistiring

Parent:(laughed)Rekgakeletswake



mothobatho

Everyonelaughedasotherstudents

gotcalled.Theprogramcontinuedas

moreparentsgottheirchildren'sgifts.

Form4studentsgottheirgiftsas

Junioranxiouslywaited...

Teacher:Andnowourverybestart

student,forthoseofyouwhodon't

knowhim.Thisstudent'sworkgot

ourschoolpositiononeatthe

regionalcompetitions,ladiesand

gentlemenputyourhandstogether

forBayangKobamelo,Jr.



EveryoneclappedhandsasBayang

andJuniorwalkedtothefrontand

collectedthegift...

Man:Wenajaanongohetsabanaba

ronabaisebatsee

Bayang:(laughedandshookhands

withhim)Nyaaemapelemorena....

BayangandJuniorsatdownasthe

ceremonycontinued...

***



LateronintheparkinglotBayang

andhischildrenloadedthegiftsin

thecarasKamoapproachedcarrying

agiftwithMightywalkingbesidesher.

Sheputitinthecarandwalkedover

asBayangmetherhalfwayand

shookherhand...

Bayang:Goodmorning,howareyou?

Kamo:I'mgood,congratulationsto

thekidsandyoufordoingsucha

goodjob.

Bayang:Thanks,congratulationson

uh..



Kamo:Mighty

Bayang:Mighty...

Kamo:Um...Sowouldyouliketogo

outfordrinkssometimeswhenyou

arenotbusy?

Bayang:(smiled)Yeahbut...Youand

Aatilehaveahistoryand...Idon't

wanttostartthingswithsomeonein

mycircle.Justtoavoiddramaandall

that...Don'tgetmewrong,you're

beautifulbutthehistory...

Kamo:(smiledembarrassed)Um...

Okay,itwasniceseeingyou.

Bayang:(grabbedherarmand

smiled)Heycomeon...Don'tbe



embarrassed...Nowifeelbad...

Kamo:Don'tbe,itsfine.Iunderstand.

You'reright,itwouldcomplicate

thingsoncehetellshisfamily.

Bayang:Hehasn'ttoldanyoneyet?

Kamo:Aren'tyouguysfriends?

Bayang:Ijustassumedhiswifeknew

Kamo:Ithinkheisafraiditmight

causefightsorsomething,idon't

know

Bayang:DoesheseeMighty?

Kamo:Yeah,hedoes...Hisoldest

daughtersknowtooandthey

sometimesgether,theonewhois



marriedalwaysgetsMighty.

Bayang:That'sbetter,anywaynice

catchinguphey.

Kamo:Sure,bye

Theybothpartedanddroveoff....

AtLolo'sOffice...

LaterthatmorningBabyknockedon

thedoorholdingherjacketand

smiledashermotherraisedherhead

looking,Lolosmiledandleaned

back...



Lolo:Comein...

Babywalkedinandsatdownputting

herjacketonherlap...

Baby:Goodmorning,canwetalk?

Lolo:Yes,howwasyourtrip?Toropo

yagodumelatotaibileontseslay

Queen...(Babyfakedasmile)what

doyouwanttotalkabout?

Baby:Thereissomethingbothering

me,idon'tunderstandwhyyoudon't

likeAndrewwhenheissuchagood



guy.WhyosarateAndymama?

Lololookedatherandsighed...

Lolo:Idon'tknowhowtoansweryou

notthatidon'tlikeAndrew...(leaned

forwardplayingwithherpen)Idon't

hateAndrewandithinkheisagood

youngmanbutmanyyearsagoi

madeamistake,yourfatherandihad

anargumentithinkit'swhatledto

ourdivorcejustbeforeRanaanwas

born.Yourfathercaughtmecheating

andthemanIwaswithisAndrew's

father.



Baby:What?

Lolo:Idon'thateAndrewijustthinkit

wouldbebestifyoufoundsomeone

elsetoavoidanydrama.Canyou

imaginewhatAndrew'smotherwill

thinkofyouwhenshefindsout?She

mighthateyouandspoilthe

relationshipwhenyou'redeepinlove

thenitwillbehardforyou.

Baby:Sheisnotthatkindofawoman

andyou'renotbeingfair,you'renot

afraidshewillhatemeyou'reafraid

shemightactuallyconfrontyou

aboutitandmaybeeveryonewill

knowyoursecretbutwhataboutmy

happinessmama?Amisupposedto



loseagoodmanbecauseyoumade

amistakealongtimeago?Papa

doesn'thaveaproblemwithhim,I'd

understandifitwashim.Andrew's

fatheralsoactslikenothing

happened,Iwouldhavenever

suspectedbecauseheisjustfineso

myguessisyou'reafraidofAndrew's

motherfindingoutbutdon'tyouthink

wagoitshwarisakogoMmagwe

Andrewbecauseshewillwonderwhy

youdon'tlikeherson?

Lololookedatherthoughtfully...



Baby:Youoncetoldmethatparents

makemistakestooandIshouldn't

expectyoutobeperfect.Yousaidi

mustbeopensomamaI'msadthati

can'tsharewithyouthingsthatother

girlssharewiththeirmothers.Ican't

getintorelationshipswithoutyou

mamaputyourfearsasideanddo

thisforme..

Lolo'seyesfilledwithtearsasshe

swallowedandlookedtheotherside...

Lolo:I'vemadealotofmistakesin

mylife,eachtimeItrytofixthisthis



onecomesout.IjustfeellikeI've

failedasamother.(rubbedhertears)

I'msorrythatI'mabadexample,I

wasafraidnoneofyouwillrespect

meandthedramathatwouldfollow

wouldcancelalltheprogressImade.

Baby:MamaI'mawomannow,I'm

not10yearsold.Iknowpeoplemake

mistakesinrelationshipsandI

alreadyknewwhyyougotdivorcedin

thefirstplaceIjustdidn'tknowitwas

withwho.Youdon'thavetobe

embarrassedaboutthepast.Gape

papagaanasepe

Lolo:Itdoesn'tmeanI'mnot

embarrassed,ithauntsmebecausei



havetoseehimtalkingtoAndrew

knowingwhatidid.

Baby:Forgiveyourselfmama,weall

forgaveyou...Forgiveyourselfand

seethegoodinyoubecausethat's

whatweseeinyou.Papaiswithyou

becausehelovesyou.Hewouldn't

havemarriedyouagainifhedidn't..

I'mhere,MayaishereleboSetsana,

weallloveyou.You'reasuper

motherbutyoudon'tseeitbecause

you'relookingatyourpast.You'renot

abadperson,stopbeatingyourself.

IbileIdon'tthinkpapahasintentions

oftellinganyonesotswahelamodi

past..



Lolo:(smiled)You'regoingtobean

excellentPsychologist

Baby:(smiled)Iknow

Lolo:(laughed)Andthatpridengng

ng...(theylaughed)I'msorrythatI

madeyougothroughthat,fromnow

onI'llchange.Itstruewhattheysay

bothalejwaphalabotswaphalaneng...

Ithinkyoujustopenedmyeyes.I

guessit'sthebenefitsofhavingabig

girlforadaughter...

Baby:(proudlydustedeachofher

shoulders)Mmh...Anddon'tyou

forgetthat,(pointedather)Butnext

timeI'mchargingyouformyservices,



ican'tbesharingmywisdomforfree.

Lolo:(laughedandstood)Mxmlet's

goforlunchkwa,wenakanaganke

aboodidimala

Theywalkedoutlaughing...

Lolo:KootengAndrewntseare

mmagweBabykeSeganka

Baby:(laughed)Heactuallythinks

you'rebeingamotherandyoudon't

trusthim,hesaidIshouldgiveyou

time

Lolo:Nxehibilekethomogapelo,



Andyosiamethe...(putherarm

aroundher)heseesgoodinpeople...

Baby:(laughed)IthinkGodis

compensatingmewithhim

Theywalkeddownstairs....

AtMaunSeniorsecondaryschool...

Janpulledoverintheparkinglotin

frontoftheschoolandadjustedthe

seatlayingdownasshepaged

Agathathenshereceivedamessage

throughWhatsApp...



Didi:HiJan

Jan:Hiauntie,howareyou?

Didi:I'mgood.Canwetalk?

Jan:Ifitsaboutthetalkihadwith

dadlastnightican't.

Didi:I'mnotentirelyinthesamepage

withyourfatheraboutthatissue.

(ShesentapictureofherandArona

poutingatthecamera)That'sArona,

heismyfriend.

Jan: iguesshehatesyourfriend

Didi: Yesbutyou'rehisdaughter

andlovesyou,hewillgetover



himself.Don'tmindhim.Wewillbein

Maunthisafternoonandthereisa

smallwelcomebackdinneratchurch

forthethreepastorswhowentto

differentschoolsandI'minvitingyou.

EveryoneinKen'slifewillbethere

anditwouldn'tbecompleteifhisfirst

bornisn'tthere.Itstomorrowat6pm

afterthatwecangohomesowecan

talksomemore....justtointroduce

youtothekidsandallthat.

Jan:Butwhatifdadchasesmeaway?

Doesheknowyouinvitedme?He

wouldhaveinvitedmelastnightifhe

reallywantedmetocome.

Didi:Willyoucome?



Jan:Areyousureit'sagoodidea?I

reallydon'tlikefeelinglikeI'mforcing

myselfintosomeone.

Didi:You'renotforcinganything,Ken

hasbeenreachingouttoyoufora

whileandI'msurehewould

appreciateitifyoushowedup.

Tomorrow,6pm,isthatOK?

Jan:Okay,I'llbethere.Andthanksfor

understanding.Itreallymeansalotto

me.

Didi:Don'tworry

Agathajumpedinthecarandthew

herbaginthebackthenJanleaned



overkissedher...

Jan:Hey

Agatha:Heybabe

Sheadjustedherseatanddroveout

oftheparkinglot...

Jan:(smiled)Didijustinvitedmeto

dad'swelcomehomedinnerat

church,whatdoyouthink?

Agatha:Hehateslesbiansandgays

plusit'sachurchsetup,areyousure

that'sagoodidea?



Jan:Hecan'tbethatbadcanhe?

Agatha:Idon'tknowhimthatmuch

butfromwhatihearheisastubborn

man.Idon'tknowmaybethepastor

schoolchangedhimbutI'mjustnot

comfortable,areyougoingtoweara

dressforhim?

Jan:(frowned)WhythehellwouldI

wearadress?I'mgoingasmyself

Agatha:Andyouthinkit'sagoodidea?

Jan:Idon'tweardressesorskirts.I'm

goingasJanice

Agatha:(sighed)Ijustdon'twantto

seeyougetembarrassedorhurt.

Jan:Ourconversationwasgoing



goodlastnightuntilheaskedmeif

I'mstillalesbianthenitoldhimnot

toeveraskmethat.Hedidn'treply

afterthatsoidon'tknowifheis

angryorjustdisappointed.He

soundslikeagoodguythoughireally

wanttogo,itwouldbenicetohavea

father....

Agatha:I'mnotcomfortablewithit

butyoucandoitifyouwant..

Jan:(smiled)Don'tbelikethat...

TheexcitementinJan'seyeshadher

feelingsorryforher,shedidn'thavea

goodfeelingabouttheideaofa



lesbianshowingupatachurchevent

butshedecidednottospoilher

moodwithnegativity...

Agatha:Maybeit'snotsuchabad

idea,heisapastorafterall.I'msure

hewillunderstand..

Jan:Ithinksotoo...

Hedrovewithalittlesmiletryingto

imaginehowitwouldfeeltobewitha

family...

AtMaunInternationalAirport...



KencarriedHazelsupportingherwith

hisarmashedraggedtheluggage,

ZanewaitedforFaithwhowas

pickingherscarffromthefloorand

ranovertakinghishandashe

draggedtheirbagwhileDidiwalked

behindthem...

Kenturnedandwaitedforeveryone

ashesmiledatHazel...

Ken:HazelthisisBotswana...Say

Maun



Hazelreluctantlylookedathimand

smiledasher2lowerfrontteeth

showedthenshegiggledasDidiand

thekidscaughtup...

Ken:Mothokeyoopalelwakegore

Maun

Didi:(laughed)Hazelwelcomehome

Zane:(laughed)Shemskanakegone

abonangBotswana

Didi:Arewegettingataxi?

Ken:No,iaskedafriendfromchurch

topickus,heshouldbehereanytime



Minuteslateracarrolledoverand

Didi'sheartskippedassheseteyes

onthefriend.

Thefriendsmiledashebumped

shoulderswithKenandshookhands

withDidilikehedidn'tknowher...

Him:Heyman,finally

Ken:Finally...(toDidi)Babethis

Brandon,heispastorMoremi'sson...

Brandon:(smiled)Nicetomeetyou.

Didi:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Brandon:HelloZane,Faithand...



Ken:Hazel

Brandon:Hazel...Otaankgotsa

monnaodirabanababatshwanang

lewena

Ken:Gakemadimasesanyane

TheylaughedasBrandongotthe

otherbagandledthemtothecar...

Brandon:SoHazelkelekwerekwere

laleAmerica?

Ken:(laughed)Bransebitse

ngwanakemainaomomotherland

goloha



Brandon:Sohowyoubeen?

Ken:Beenalright

EveryonegotinthecarthenKen

handedDidithebabyandpulleda

seatbeltsittinginthefront.Brandon

adjustedthemirrorlookingstraight

intoDidi'seyesthenshelookeddown

andplayedwithHazel'shairas

Brandonjoinedtheroad...

Ken:Howarethekids?

Brandon:Istayalonenow,lastborn

isdoingform5ataboardingschool.



Ken:Oberekileakere?

Brandon:Ididn'tthinkI'dmakeit

Ken:KanaIalmostdiedwhenDidi's

documentsweremixedupandshe

wasmistakenforsomeladyfrom

Zim.Losingawomanyouloveishard

andraisingchildrenonyourownis

evenworse

Brandon:Mdalaoratagobuaka

kgangyateng,gatweneolelajaaka

ngwanabutminewasworsebecause

ihadtowatchherdieslowly.She

wassickforawhilereokabo

ngwanakebannakastress.

Ken:Atleastbanabagodile



Brandon:Yeah...lewenamonnao

emisegotsholatogaodira

mmongolo,onceawomanreaches

35theyshouldbedonewithbabies.

Ken:(laughed)Thisismylastborn,

Zaneomotonajaanongtogakeutwa

gotweoimisitse

Brandon:(laughed)Exactly...

Brandonforwardedsomesongsand

putDJMujava'sMugwantiwapitori

thenDidilookedathimashelooked

atheronthemirror.

Ken:Thisisanoldsong,santseele



teng?

Brandon:Thissonghasbeautiful

memoriesforme.Memoriesthatwill

neverfadeaway...

Ken:WhenthissongwaspopularI

wassobroke

Brandon:Ihadjuststartedworkin

Gaborone.Dilotsagonnangwana

wamorutiIcouldn'tquiteenjoymy

moneybecausesalekenyadisiwake

lenfanabutthisparticularsong...Ae,

neverkelebaladimemorytsayone

Ken:It'sanicesong..

Diditookadeepbreathandplayed



withHazeltryingnottoremember

anythingthesongwasbringingback...

AtDidi'sHouse...

MinuteslaterBrandonparkedthecar

andsteppedoutwithKenasthey

carriedthebagsinside,thekidsran

insideasDidiclosedthedoorand

accidentallydroppedHazel'sdummy

whileBranwalkedoutofthehouse.

Brandonpickeditupandglancedat

thedoorwhilehandingitover...



Brandon:(whispered)I'mlooking

forwardtothedinner..

Didi:(whisperedback)Brandondon't

eventhinkaboutit...

ThedooropenedthenBrandon

quicklyturnedawayasKenstepped

outandgotHazelfromherwhileshe

walkedbackinside....

Ken:Thanksforyourhelp

Brandon:Surebruh,kamosoakere?

Ken:Sure,kamoso...



HedroveoffthenKenwalkedbackin

thehouse....

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant...

Laterthateveningawaitress

approachedthefamilytableasKen

andDidisatfacingoneanotherwith

Hazel'shighchairnexttoherwhile

ZaneandFaithfacedeachother

with...

Sheplacedtheplacesinfrontof

everyoneuntilthelargetraywas

empty...



Faith:(switchedherplatewithZane's)

IorderedTarcos

Zane:Youcanhavethem...Idon't

evenlikeTarcos...

KenwatchedDidiabsentmindedly

feedingHazelandthenturningback

toherplateandturnedherfoodwith

afork...

Ken:Areyouokay?

Didi:(smiled)I'mfine,I'mjustalittle

exhausted...



Ken:Atleastyoudidn'thavetocook...

Itwouldhavebeenalotofwork.

Fromherewearegoingtostraightto

bed..

Zanetookouthisphoneandchecked

hismessages.Hehadavideofrom

oneofhisclassmatesthenhequickly

putaheadsetandclicked.

(((Theblondegirltearfullyheldher

phoneabovehercryingashercheeks

gotreddish...

Leila:HeyZane....(shefrownedand



rubbedtears)I...missyouand...(she

burstedintotears)Sorry-can'tdo

this))))

Shecutthevideoshortthenhetook

outtheheadsetandfacedhisfather...

Zane:DotheyhaveWiFihere?

Ken:Idon'tknow

Zane:(stoodup)IwanttocallSeth

Ken:Gakeitse,babotse..

Zanewalkedtothefrontdeskand

requestedthepasswordthenhe



entereditandsteppedoutside

makingavideocall...

Kaila:(rubbedhersleepyeyes)Hello?

Zane:Hey,what'sgoingon?

Kaila:Icouldn'tgotoschooltoday.

I'mfeelingalittlesick.(sheglanced

aroundandloweredhervoicetucking

herblondehairbehindherear)Zane

you'vegottocomebackhere

Zane:IwishIcould.Imissyoutoo.

Kaila:(tearfully)Zaneyoudon't

understand...Imissedmy

period.(signaledwithfingers)Twice.I

can'tfacemymomalone



Zane:(heartskipped)Whatthefuck

Kaila!yousaidyou'lluseyourmom's

pills

Kaila:Ithoughtitworked

Zane:Andwhydidn'tyoutellmethis

thefirsttimeyoumissedyourperiod?

Kaila:Ithoughtitwillcome,Iwasn't

surebutnowI'msure.Lunamanaged

togetmeakitfromWalmartandit's

positive

Zane:Kaila!Myfatherisgoingtokill

me.Heisapastor,heisstarting

soon.Ican'tmakeamistakelikethat.

Kaila:(crying)Andyou'rethinking

aboutyourself?Whataboutmewho



iscarryingyourbabywhenyouare

halfwayacrosstheworld?Whatdoi

saytomymom?

Zane:ShitKaila!Mydaddoesn't

knowI'mhavingsex,thiscan'tbe

happening.

Kaila:You'retalkingasifmymom

thinksI'mhavingsex,whatareyou

goingtodo?Ican'tfacemymom

alone,shewillbeheartbrokenand

everyoneinchurchisgoingto....

(crying)ZaneI'mscared!

Zane:Alrightlisten...I'llfigure

something.Doyouneedmoneyfor

abortion?



Kaila:(pausedcrying)What?I'm15

whatdoctorisgoingtoabortmy

pregnancy?andhowwouldieven

start?WhatamievensayingI'mnot

killingmybaby!

Zane:Kailaican'tbeadad

Kaila:Thenyoushouldn'thavehad

unprotectedsexwithmeZane!

Zane:Givemeaminutetothink,I'll

callyouback

Kaila:Thinkfastanddon'tthinkabout

tellingyourfriendSethbecausehe

runshismouthlikeagirl,assoonas

MrsTaylorhearsthewholechurch

willknowanditwon'tbelongbefore



yourdadfindsout.

Zane:Iknow,bye

Hehungupandsighedfrustratedly

thenhewalkedbackinsideand

joinedthefamilybuthehaslost

appetiteandtheworryonhisface

wasn'thardtonotice...

Ken:Areyouokay?

Zane:(sippedadrink)YeahI'mfine...

Ken:EveryoneishavingOklahoma

withdrawalsexceptmeandHazel.If

anyoneshouldbedepressedisHazel



becauseshejustlefthercountry.She

isaUScitizenbornandraisedinthe

USsoil...Therestofyoucansuckit

upandloveyourcountry.Vacationis

over

Faith:(laughedwithalargegapof2

missingfrontteeth)Ilikeithere...

Didi:(laughed)Youlikeanyplacethat

hasfoodhoney

Ken:(laughed)Leavemygirlalone...

Hazelisthefoodlover

EveryonelaughedchattingasZane

rubbedthe'peachfuzz'abovethelips.

Hisphonerangandheleanedback



lookingatitthoughtfully.Kenglanced

atthescreenandsawblurrypicture

ofablondethenhelookedathimbut

hestoodupandwalkedoutside

answeringthephonebeforehecould

askanything....

Ken:DoesZanehaveagirlfriend?

Didi:(laughed)At16?idon'teven

thinkhethinksaboutgirlslikethat.

Ken:Istartedcrushingongirlsat14

Didi:Zaneisasensitivekid,ha

akanyejaakawena

Ken:ButSethwaratana,heis17



Didi:WhitekidsdothatZaneisnot

likethat.Blackboystaketime.Ifhe

wasagirlI'dbeworriedbutuhnot

Zane.

Ken:(sighedandate)You'reright...

Didi:Weneedtofinishandpassby

shopbeforegoinghome.Ihavealot

todo.

Ken:Okay

Theyfinishedtheirfoodandlater

left....

AtLolo'sHouse...



Laterthateveningaround10Baby

fixedhermakeupsittingonSetsana's

bedandgrabbedherhandbag...

Baby:Goodnightmma,keagolalako

goAndy

Setsana:Okay

Baby:Gakelaelebomamaakereba

robetse?

Setsana:Mhhnkarebarobetse...

Baby:comelockthedoor...

Setsanafollowedhertothemain



doorassherepliedhermessage...

Jan: Babyican'tsleep. Cani

pickyouup?

Setsana: Shehrobala

Jan:I'mtoohornynnakeetakoo

Setsana:Jandon'tdothatbagoloba

teng.I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Jan:I'mactuallyatthegatesoplease

comeout

Setsana: Waaa?

Jan:YeahAndyispickingupBabyat

thegatennalegalekephekileko

moragonyana.Ididn'twanttobe



seen

Setsana:IthoughtItoldyouthatyou

can'tjustshowupeachtimeyou

missme.

Jan:Areyoucoming?

Setsana:5minutesonly

Jan: Sweet. Thankyou

Shemovedthecurtainsobservingas

AndydroveoffwithBabythenshe

quietlyclosedthedoorandwalked

outthegate.

Janflushedthelightsparkingatthe



cornerthenshesmiledandwalked

over.

Sheclosedthedoorinherfluffy

pyjamasthenJanleanedoverFrench

kissingher...

Jan:Let'sgohome,I'llreturnyouin2

hours...iwanttobecomfortableon

thebed

Agatha:Ican'tleave,whatifmama

callsmeandI'mnotthere?Let'sget

inside

Jan:What?



Agatha:Idon'tsharearoomwithkids,

ionlysharewithBabywhensheison

hersemesterbreakbutsheleft...ke

batagoregakebidiwakearabe.

Jan:Okay

Theygotsteppedoutasshelocked

thecarandwalkedintheyard

withoutsayingaword.

Agathaslowlyandquietlyopenedthe

maindoorandclosedthenthey

tiptoedacrossthelivingroom

withoutswitchingthelightson.



AgathasmiledandgrabbedJan's

wristastheywalkedalongthe

passagetothebedroomsassheled

hertoherswheresheclosedthedoor

andsighedinrelief...

Shehadabeautifulcolorfulbedding

withastudytableatthecorneranda

beautifulpinkcarpet...

Jan:Wowyourroomisbeautiful...

Agatha:Shhh...(whispered)Lower

yourvoice,itsdeep...Bomamaba

togabautwagoresomeoneelseisin

here...



Janpulledherwaistoverputtingher

armsaroundherandleanedover

Frenchkissingslidingherhandinher

pyjamaspantsthenshekickedoff

herbootsstaggeringinhersocksand

fellontopofher,Agathapushedoff

thepillowsmakingroomforthemas

Jantookoffhersweaterandleaned

overkissingherthenthedoor

opened...

Lolo:Babynkadimethehn-

Lolo'seyeswidenedasJanquickly



gotoffSetsanawhoquicklypicked

hervestandcoveredherbreasts...

Lolo:Setsana?Otisamosimanemo

game?Aboyinmyhouse?Really?

Janreachedforhersweaterandput

itonwhilestillsittingonthebedthen

Lolomovedoverandtookavery

goodlookather...

Lolo:(frowned)Janice?...Areyou

Ken'sdaughter?

Jan:(pinchedthebridgeofhernose)



Yes...

Aatileheardtheinaudible

confrontationandwalkedinwitha

curiousfrown..

Aatile:What'sgoingon?

Lolo:(turneddefeated)DiLesbian

montungyame...(pointedwithan

openpalm)MolekegagaKen...

Waitsennakealekiwa,leraagorego

normalgonenemo?

Aatile:(LookingatJan)Ankeene,o

tshwanaleKenna



Lolo:(angrily)Janicewaitsegore

Setsanakengwana?Laerata

defilementwenalerragoakere?Anle

utwaletsebongwanakehelamo

Maun.Kotengkennasehemasa

motsadi.Givemeyourmother's

numberkeletsebagokgalemelenow

becausegakebatedipuole

matimonemogamewenaSetsana

ketaadilalewenakgantele.

Jan:Idon'tlikebeingcalled

matimone

Lolo:Excuseme?

Jan:Don'tcallmethat,ifyoucan't

findabettertermdon'tlabelmeatall.



Lolo:Areyoureallygoingtotalkto

melikethatinmyhouse?Giveme

yourmother'snumber

Jan:MymotherisinGaborone

Lolo:YouprobablythinkI'mjoking

Jantookoutherphoneanddialed

Didi...

Didi:Hello?

ShehandedLolothephonethenshe

sawDidi'sname...



Lolo:Kerengkaphone?

Jan:Yousaidyouwanttotalktomy

mother,that'smyothermother

Didi:Hello?Lolo?Jan?

Lolo:I'mnottalkingtoher,iwant

yourmotheragokgalemel-

ShehungupthenDidicalledLolo..

Lolo:Hello?

Didi:What'sgoingon?

Lolo:Janiceisinmyhouseodira

Setsanadilotsedisannangsente,ke

kopaomokgaleme-



Didi:UhLolotheorataattention.Di

lesbianketsonedikahuhutsang

mothomogokanaekareJanoka

imisaSetsana

Lolo:Ohsothat'showlightlyyou're

goingtotakeit-

Didi:Uhheibulelangwanaatswe

mma.OratatontokwaneLolo.You

didworsesostoptryingtoenforce

therulesyoucouldn'tfollowattheir

age.KanagasegoreotenwakeJan

kegorehelaobittergoreyou'reno

longertherichpersonweenvied.

Lolo:I'llreportthisgirlkanaDidi-

Didi:Omoripotagorenghela?Orata



dramaakoolesengwanaene

Setsanawatengoneadumelelaeng

Janaboamotisakoo-

Lolo:Haelegorethat'stheattitude

thenwewillsee.

ShehungupandthrewJan'sphone

onherlapthenshedialedthepolice...

Voice:Maunpoliceservicesmayi

helpyou?

Janswallowedsittingonthebed

lookingatLoloasshespoketothe



phone....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtLolo'sHouse...

AatilequietlywatchedLoloasshe

pacedupanddownhyperventilating

andhavingatoughtimeeven

explainingwhatshewasreportingto

thepolicethenheputhisarmaround

hertakingheroutwhilepullingthe

doorbehindhimlookingatthegirls...

Aatile:(atJan)Don'tleave

Jan:I'mnotgoingtorun



Aatile:Ididn'tsayyou'drun

Jan:Ok

Heshookhisheadandclosedthe

doorthenhepulledLolointheirroom

andgotthephonefromher...

Aatile:(calmly)Babewhatareyou

doing?

ShetearfullylookedatAatile,it

wasn'tjusttheshockingthingshe

hadjustseenaboutherdaughterbut

theresponseshegotfromsomeone



shethoughtwasafriend.Nowitall

madesensewhyshegotan"OK"

aftersendingalongtextreachingout

toafriendandonlygotacold

shoulderbutthentheresponseshe

hadjustreceivedbrokeherheart.

Lolo:DidyouhearhowDiditalkedto

me?Doesshefeelthatbigjust

becauseisentheramessage

apologisingforsomethingIshouldn't

evenhaveapologisedfor?Andthen

shesaysI'mnotrichanymore?Iwork

hardformymoneyandshehadto

sleepwithanoldmantoberich-then

shecomparesherselftome?Of



courseI'mnotrichihave9children

toraise..EverythingIhaveIworked

for.StayinginAmerica2yearshela

DidithinkssheisanAmericanand

doesthingstseaitsenghelagoremo

Setswanengngwanagaatshwanela

godidira?Amiwrongtowanttotalk

toanotherparentsowecanscold

thesegirlstogether?(tearfully)

PleasetellmeI'mwrong,tellmeidid

somethingwrongsoicancorrect

myself,amiwrongtowanttotalkto

Jan'smother?

Aatile:You'renotwrong,notatallbut

wecan'tchangehowpeopletreatus.

IfDidiwantstoactlikethatlether



butdon'tlethernegativitychange

you.Youcan'tchangepeoplebutyou

canchangehowyoureact,youdidn't

wanttocallthepolice,youwantedto

talktoanadultsobanaba

kgalemelwethatwasgoodthenDidi

comeswithherpersonalvendettato

throwyouoff,don'tlether...Let's

dealwithitlikeJandoesn'thave

parents,whatwouldwedo?Iknow

theseareGobona'schildrenbutthey

callmepapa,ididn'taskthemtobut

theyallcallmethatevenCalvinsoi

don'thaveachoicebuttobeafather

tothem,nowI'dreallyappreciateitif

youcouldacknowledgeme.Thisis



themostpolitewayicanaskyouand

itwillbethelasttimebecausethese

aremychildrentooandIdon'tlikeit

eachtimeyouwanttowearthepants

aroundhere.Thereasonyou'regoing

crazyisbecauseyou'retryingtobea

motherandafatheratthesametime,

thathastostop...

Lololookedathimtearfullyand

humblysatdownwithoutsayinga

word,shestillcouldn'tbelieveDidi

wouldsaythataboutherwhenshe

wastryingtofindabettersolution..



Aatile:(satnexttoher)Andthisis

notaboutDidi.Moleselemakgakga

agagwe.Wehaveateenagerwhois

alesbian..Shewasn'tgettingraped.

Shebroughtherboyfriend/girlfriend

home...That'swhatwehavetodeal

withnotDidiorthepolice.

Lolo:(tearfully)Kanakegoreyou

don'tunderstand,Didifeelsbig

Aatile:Ofcourseshedoes,sheis

fromAmerica,marriedtoapastor

andherchildrenareprobablythe

holiestanointedwithholyoilbutrona

honeywehaveteenagegirlstoraise

andwehavetoalwaysapproach

issuesrelecalmbecausethereis



stillmoregirlsgrowingup,Setsois

next,Pebblesisalsocomingup....We

havealotofchildren...Lookat

me...(shetearfullylookedatAatile

thenherubbedoffhertears)...Don't

makethesamemistakewagobitsa

mapodisikaCalvinonlytofindout

Mayalied.OurdaughtercalledJan

endofthestory...

Lolo:(snuffling)FirstitwasKen

usingBabythenTshepotakingMaya

andnowitsthelesbianthing.Meof

allparentshavetohaveachildwho

wantstohavesexwithwomen,we

raisethemtobewivesandgood

mothersbutno,Agathawantstobe



Jan'swife...WhathaveIdonetoGod?

Can'tijustraisenormalchildrenlike

everyoneelse?Whendoigetabreak

andenjoymyself?

Aatilehuggedherandshecriedon

hisshoulderforawhileuntilshewas

calmthensheleanedbackand

rubbedhertears...

Lolo:(exhaled)I'msorryioverreacted,

iwasscared.IneverthoughtI'dever

havetodealwithhomosexualityin

myfamily,canwestartover?

Aatile:(smiledandkissedher)At



leastwearesureshewon'tbe

pregnant,shewilldefinitelyfinish

schoolright?

Lolo:(smiledandlaughedwith

reddisheyes)ThatIamsureoff

Aatile:Andlet'sjustbewickedand

secretlyhopeasshegrowsshewill

meetamanthatwillgivesherataste

ofsomethingJancan'tgiveher,I've

seenalotofpeoplewhothoughtthey

arelesbiansturnnormalaftergetting

agoodfuck

Lolo:(laughedandslappedhisarm)

youcan'tsaythat

Aatile:(laughed)I'mgivingher2to3



years,justwaitthere.Nothingcan

surpassthenatureofthings.No

amountoffingeringcanpleasea

woman.Areikgomotsekagore

gaanagoimagapegaagolaotaa

batamonnalengwana.I'mtellingyou

oncesheis30yearsoldshewillwant

ahusbandandchildren.

Lolo:(smiled)Ok

Aatile:Fornowlet'spretendwe

accepthersexualpreferenceto

spareourselvesdrama.Teenagers

aredramatickana

Lolo:(laughed)Togaaphuthaarewa

hudugajaakaBaby



Aatile:(laughed)Exactly....

Shefinallycalmeddown,tookavery

deepbreathandexhaledlookingat

herhusband...

Lolo:Howdoyoumanagetoalways

staysocalm?

Aatile:Iusemyheadtothinknot

emotions.Wearegettingbackin

thereandI'mgoingtoleadour

conversationwiththosefreaks-don't

tellhericallherthat...Isitmeor

doesthisJangirlhaveherfather's

stinkingattitude?Shewaslike"I'm



notgoingtorun"asifshewouldsay

ketaboketshabaeng?

Lolo:Andifsheislikethatsheowns

therelationshipbecauseiknowhow

KenownedDidiclosingherinthe

wardrobeandthreateningherwitha

gun.

Aatile:Whichmeansyouhavetobe

closetoAgathasoyoucanhelpher

dealwithit,relationshipsneedoneto

haveavoiceofreason.

Lolo:You'reright..

Shestoodupandkissedhimthen

shepulledhimupashesmiledand



puthisarmaroundherwaistwalking

toAgatha...

***

MeanwhileSetsanaanxiouslyrubbed

hertearsshakingasJanpulledher

headonherchestandrubbedher

back...

Setsana:(crying)Sheisgoingto

chasemeaway,thelasttime

somethinglikethishappenedmy

brotherwasthrownout.Idon'twant

toseparatefrommysiblings



Jan:IfshechasesyououtI'lltake

youinbesidesI'llapologisefor

everythingandpromiseherI'llnever

talktoyouthenwewillbemore

careful.

Aatileknockedandopenedthedoor

asJanletgoofherandputher

handstogether.Aatilesatonthefar

endofthebedandpulledLolotosit

nexttoher...

Aatile:(tookadeepbreath)Your

motheranditalked,shesaysshe

thinkssheoverreactedsoweare



goingtotryapproachingthisina

friendlymanner,Janwearenot

callingthepolice.

Agatha:MamaI'msorryforbringing

herhere,I'lltalktoheragain

Janice:I'msorryforcominghere,I'll

nevertalktoheragain.

Lolo:You'rebothlying,youdon'thave

tolieI'mnotfreakingoutanymore,I

actuallywanttounderstandwhat's

goingonhere.

Jan:Ohcool,weweren'treally

planningtostopseeingeachwewere

justgoingtobemoresecretiveabout

it.



Agatha:Shh..

Aatile:Agathawhatyoudidwas

wrong,youdon'tbringyourpartner

herereletenghelaotsenyamotho

montung.Youhavetoberespectful..

***

Meanwhileacarstoppedoutside

thenDidiandKensteppedoutand

knockedonthedoorholdinghands....

Ken:(angrily)You'renotsupposedto

respondlikethatwhenyourchild

getscaughtinanotherperson's

houseinacompromisingposition.If



thisishowyou'regoingtorespondto

Zanenakonngwegotwehehasbeen

caughtwithagirlthenyou'regoingto

havemysonkilled.Ronaileregola

neretshwarwalebanyanamo

mantungbutpapanneaikobaare

omanyahapelegabathobaoaboare

kopelamaitshwarelo.Youcan't

answerlikeaheadlesschickenwhen

someoneisholdingyourchild

hostage.

Didi:(muttered)I'msorrybutLolole

enelikesmakingmountainsoutof

molehills,whatharmcananothergirl

dotoanotherandshewastalkingas

ifSetsanaenekeparcelgaana



molato.

Ken:Don'tsayawordwhenwegetin

therebecauseyourpersonalissuesle

Lolomightactuallyaffectthisfoolish

girlwhothinkssheisaboy.Sheis

nowspreadingherdemonstheentire

townrecruitinglittlegirlstofollow

her,ihavealottodo.Janicejust

wantsmetolooklikeanincompetent

pastorlegosimololakeiseke

simolole.

ThedoorsopenedandLololookedat

Didiasshelookedrightbackather

withthesameattitude...



Ken:Goodevening,canwetalk?Is

Janstillhere?

Lolo:Haveaseat,wewerejust

talkingtothem.I'llcalltheminhere

becausethereisnospaceinthere.

Ken:Thanks...

Theysatdownthenshewalkedback

witheveryone,KenlookedatJanas

shetookaseatandleanedback

crossingherlegs,shehadasharp

haircutwithapiecingonhereyebrow

andtattoosonherknucklesandthe

backofherneck.Herjeanswere



tightlyboyishwornwithman'shigh

topsneakers.Ifyoudidn'tknowher

you'dthinkshewastrulyaman

becauseshedidn'tevenhaveatrace

ofbreasts.

Ken:Iheardyoucalledandiamhere

toofferpeace,iamnotsureexactly

whathappenedandI'dliketo

understandbeforeisayanything

aboutJanice'sdemonicbehaviorin

yourhouse

Jan:(sighedandshookherhead)

AlrightI'mout!



ShestoodupthenKenangrilystood

upandpulledherbackdownasshe

fellonthechairangrilyglaringathim.

DidiquicklystoodandpulledKen

down...

Didi:Ithoughtyouhadeverything

undercontrol,whatareyoudoing?

Ken:(angrilypointedlookingather)

Sitdown!YousitthereuntilI'mdone

talkingtoyou.Youdon'tbehavelike

thataftercomingtopeople'shouses

anddoingalltheseshamelessthings.

Jantearfullylookedathimashe



boiledlookingatherthenshelooked

atAgathawhoshookherheadclearly

askinghertobehave...

Aatile:Okaysocanweproceed?We

foundherkissingAgatha,italkedto

themandaskedthemwhat'sgoing

on.Theytoldmetheyloveeachand

sowearenottryingtodieearlywe

justdon'twanttoseethese

behaviourthat'sall.Agathaenewe

toldherwewanthermarksupand

forhertobehave.

Ken:Soyoujustgavethema

permissiontodoallthese?Whatkind



ofafamilyisthis?

Aatile:(angrilylookinginhiseyes)

Youdon'twanttogodownthatroad

withme,you'reinnopositiontobe

judginganyone.2yearsinapastor

schooldoesn'tchangethefactthat

yousleptwithalittlegirlandusedher

togetoveryourex.Enoughofthat

righteousness,youthinkifthesegirls

reallywanttodothisyoucanstop

them?Youcan'tdoanythingaboutit!

Welcometotheworldofparentinga

teenager.Iknowit'sabitterpillto

swallowbutyoucan'twatchthem

24/7andI'mnotgoingtokillmyself

withaheartattacktryingtocontrol



an18yearold;someonewhocan

vote?getadriver'slicense?someone

whocanbeasoldierandevenget

married...?I'mnotthatstupidihave

otherchildrentoraiseI'mdonewith

thisone.Icanonlyoffersupportand

mywisdomtherestisuptothemso

"pastor"ifyourdaughterreallywants

tolaywithherI'msorrytobethe

bearerofbadnewsbutthereisn't

muchyoucando,youcanevendo

fastingandshewillwakeupthenext

morninglookingboyishlikethis.I'm

donetalking,getyourdaughter/son

whateveritisandleave.Wearedone,

thisconversationisover-talktoyour



daughterandI'lltalktomine.Bye...

Heopenedthedoorandpointedthen

Didiopenedhermouthtospeakbut

Aatilegaveherthehandandpointed

out...

Aatile:Out...

Theyallwalkedoutthenheclosed

thedoor.....

Outside...



Janquietlywalkedbehindthemthen

Kenturnedaroundandlookedat

her.…

Ken:(angrily)Areyoumakingmepay

fornotbeingthereforyoubydoing

this?Youevenchoosethepeople

closetous,areyoutryingtorevenge?

Jan:(tearfullylookingathim)Thisis

notaboutyou,iloveher...Andsheis

notthefirstwomanifeltthisway

about.Iwishifeltthewayother

peopledobutIdon'tandIcan'tlieto

myself.WhywouldIrevengewhenall

Iwantisyourlove?(tearfully)Alli



everwantedsinceIwasalittlegirl

wasforyoutoholdmeinyourarms

andplaywithme.Ialwayswantedto

knowhowitfeelstosaydaddy

becausealmosteveryoneinmyclass

haddaddyevenstepfathersloved

thembutme...ihadnoone.Wheni

cametoyourweddingtheveryfirst

timeisawyou,mymotherhadtold

methatihadtowearadressoryou

won'tlikeme...(rubbedhertears)I

hadnotwornadressinyears,littleas

Iwasihateddressesbutiworea

dressjustforyou.Ihadmyhairdone

forthefirsttimejustforyouandyou

didn'tevenlookatme...Iwalkedout



theredisappointedatmyselfblaming

myselffornotlookinggoodenough

foryou.Throughouttheyearsi

prayedforyou,evenwhenyoustayed

withmamaatGaboroneiwished

bothofyoucouldtakemesoican

tastetheloveisawyougivingyour

childrenbutit'slikeididn'texist.I

sawtheDNAtestresultsandistill

don'tunderstandwhyyoudon'tlove

me.Everyonethinksyou'reagood

fatherbecauseyoursocialmedia

accountsarefullofthreechildren...

It'salwaysZane,FaithorHazelnever

oncehaveyouevermentionedme,

I'msurepeopleatyourchurchdon't



knowyouhaveanyotherchild

besidesthisthree.Don'tyou

understandthatagirl'sfirstloveis

herfather?Can'tyouseeI'm

desperatejusttogetahugfromyou...

(shetookastepclosertohim)justa

hugnothingelse..

Ken:Well....You'llnevergetthatfrom

meuntilyouactright.Ihavea

daughtercalledJanicenotason.

Tomorrowwehavedinnerat6pm,i

wantyoutheredressedlikeagirl....

Withanicelookinghairthewaya

womanissupposedtolookorelseI'll

disownyou.You'llbedeadtomeuntil

thedaytheyoudecidetoactlikea



womanwhohassenses...(frowned

lookinginhertearyeyes)doyou

understandme?Sogoandthinkvery

hardabouteverythingyousaidyou

wantfrommeandknowthatI'm

willingtogiveittoyouandmore

underonecondition-youstopthis

nonsenseandlooklikeawomanwho

hassensesanddignity.Youshould

beashamedtoyourselfforwalking

aroundlikethis,ifyoudon'tshowup

lookingrightdon'tevercallme,don't

tellpeopleyouaremydaughterand

don'teverlookatmychildreneven

withyourfakeaccountsdon'tstalk

melikeyouhavebeendoing.Don't



eventalktothembecausethelast

thingineedisyouinfectingFaithwith

thisdiseaseofyoursorevenZane

makinghimthinkheisagirl.6pm

tomorrow,thatshoulddecideour

future.

HeopenedthedoorforDidithenshe

gotinclosedthedoorasJantearfully

watchedthecardisappearingintothe

night...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtLolo'sHouse...

MeanwhileLoloslowlygotontopof



Aatileseductivelymovingherwaist

rubbingherselfonhisbonerashe

heldherwaistthensheleanedover

andkissedhimreachingbehindher

toholditinplaceandsliddown

lettingoutasoftmoan...

Lolo:Mmm...

Hecuppedherbigsaggybreastand

movedhishandsdownherwaistto

helphergrindlookingupather...

Lolo:Mmm...



Aatile:Kamoisthe16yearoldihad

sexwithyearsagoandMightyismy

daughter,ididn'tknowuntilwetook

Babythereandibeentryingtofind

therighttimetotellyou...

TearsfilledLolo'seyesasshe

continuedgrindinglookinginAatile's

eyesanddroppedhertearsonhis

chestthenhepulledherheaddown

andheldhertightlypoundingher

fromthebottom...

Aatile:I'msorry,it'sapastI'mnot

proudofyou



Sheheldhimtightlycryingashe

increasedhisspeedanddepththen

shemovedherwaistbumpingonhim

tooastheysmackedagainsteach

otheruntilshegrabbedhimtightly

moaningcurlinghertoesashe

smackedlookingupatherfaceas

sheclosedhereyesspasming...

Lolo:(holdingherbreastsshaking)

Don'tstop......Don'tstop.....Don't

stop...

AtKen'sHouse....



MeanwhileKenfinishedbrushinghis

teethandwalkedtothebedroom

whereheflickedthelightsoffand

slidinbedputtinghishandsaround

Didi...

Ken:(kissedherneck)Areyou

sleeping?

Didi:(softly)Aboutto...Howdidyou

meetBrandon?Ineverheardofhim

before

Ken:Imethimatchurch,heisagood

guy.Hehasbeenthroughalotand

hedealtwiththingsmaturely...His



fathertreatsmelikeasontooandhe

givesgoodadvice.Heisrealistic..

Didi:Haveyouaskedhimaboutthe

issueofhomo's?

Ken:I'mnottalkingaboutJanDidi,

don'tspoilourconversation.Janis

mydaughtersheisnotArona.I'm

sureifitwasFaithdoingthiswe

wouldbeinthesamepage,iwant

what'sbestforJanandifitmeans

beinghardonhersobeit.

Didi:(sighed)Sorry...Ijustdon'tseeit

asabigdeal.

Ken:It'sabigdealtome,showme

anyfatherthatwouldlovetoseehis



preciousdaughterwithtattoosand

piercingsonherface.Youknowhow

muchmytattoosbotheredmeuntilI

hadthemremovedinOklahoma.At

somepointshewillwantthemgone

Didi:Shewillremovethemjustlike

you,can'tweacceptherlikethat?

Maybeifwespendmoretimewith

hershewillchangewillinglyandthen

shewon'tbeableresentyoufor

makingherchooseortellingheryou

loveherconditionally.Whatifshe

doesn'tshowuptomorrow,whatwill

youdo?Shehasbeenfinewithout

youandshecanbewithoutyou.Are

youwillingtoloseheragain?



Ken:Shewillcome..

Didi:Ifnot?

Ken:Shewillcome-

Hisphonerangthenhepickedthe

phone...

Ken:What?It'savideocallfromthat

blondladywhat'shername?Theone

whosedaughterusedtoplaywith

Zane

Didi:Laila'smother?

Ken:(pickedlookingather)Hello?

Her:Ohmyyoutwoareinbed?



Ken:Yeahit'salittleaftermidnightin

Botswana

Her:I'msorryididn'tknowitwas

nightthere,shouldicallinthe

morning?

Ken:Noplease,wewerealreadyup

Her:Lailadidn'tgotoschool

yesterdayandtodaybecauseshe

wasfeelingalittlesickwhenI

accidentallylookedinthetrashcan

tryingtothrowsomethinginthereI

cameacrossthis..(showinga

positivestick)andshesaysZaneis

thefather.

Didi:Zaneisnotsexuallyacti-



KengotofthebedandclosedDidi

insidethebedroomasheheadedto

thekitchenwherehegrabbedaglass

ofwaterandleanedagainstthe

countercalmingdown...

Ken:Ibelieveher,I'llaskZanewhat

happenedtomorrowbutibelieveyou

andithinkheknowstoo.Kailaishis

wallpaperandhehasbeenactingoff

sincewegothere.

Her:(laughed)It'sactuallyLailabut

yeahheknows,Isawtheirchatstoo

andhesaidsomethingabout



abortion.LookingatLaila'sagewe

reallyneedtodothis.Thereisnoway

I'dsurviveeveryoneatchurchifword

getsoutthatsheispregnantather

agebesidesshewillneverseeZane

andZanewillneverseeheragain.

Ken:Youwantabortion?Howmany

monthsisit?

Didiwalkedinandquietlystoodin

frontofhimlookingather...

Her:Sheis2monthspregnantsowe

canstillabortit,it'snotevenababy.

Ken:Doesshewantto?



Her:No,that'swhereineedyourhelp.

ConvinceZanetodumphersoshe

canabortitandwearesettled

otherwiseI'llhavetoreportZanefor

defilementandtheUSembassyin

Botswanawilldoit'sbesttomake

surethatZaneisextraditedbackin

theUSsoiltostandincourtand

answerforthecrimeofdefilement

thenfacejailhereintheUSwhichwill

prettymuchleavehimscardforlife

becauseitseitherhecomesoutgay

orjustanotherthuginthemaking.

What'syourdecision?

Didi:Ican'tbelieveyouthreatenedmy

sonwhilesmiling,you'reevil.How-



Her:AreyougoingtotalktoZaneor

not?Ineedananswer

Ken:I'lltalktohimtomorrow.I'llget

backtoyou

Her:Wonderful,ihopeAfrica

welcomedyouwithopenarms.Good

night

Ken:Bye

Hehungupandsighed...

Ken:Iknewtherewassomething

goingon....

Didi:Whatarewegoingtodo?



Ken:I'lldealwithitafterdinner,don't

sayanythingtohimyetandididn't

likeyourresponseearlier.Don't

alwaysbequicktodefendanddeny

foryourchildwhenyouhaven'teven

questionedhim.

Didi:Ok,it'sjustunbelievable.Zaneis

notthatkind

Ken:Teenagersarecapableof

anythingsoyoucan'tbethatquickto

defend.

Didi:Uhwaitseineversawthisone

coming,iwanttohearfromZane....

Itsunbelievable....

Ken:Let'sgotobed,I'mexhausted...



Theyheadedtobed....

AtJanice'sHouse....

Janarrivedandslowlyputthekeys

onthetablethensheheadedtothe

bedroomwhereshestoodbeforethe

mirrorlookingatherself,sheslowly

tookoffhersweaterremaininginher

t-shirtwhichshepulledoutremaining

shirtlesslookingatherflatchest...

Shesighedandwalkedoutdialing



Agatha'snumber...

Agatha:Hey

Jan:Ineedanicedressandshoes,

canyouhelpmebuythemtomorrow?

Agatha:Janyoudon'thavetodothis

Jan:Youdon'tunderstand

Agatha:Iunderstand,yourfatheris

beingarrogantaskingyoutodress

likeawoman.Ifhewasthroughout

yourlifehewouldknowthatasking

youtoputonadressiswrong.

Jan:Hedoesn'tknowmeanditsmy

mother'sfaulthewasn'tthereatthe



beginningsohowcanheunderstand

mewhenhesawme5times?I'mthe

onewhoneedshim,hehasother

childrenbutionlyhaveonefather

anditshim.Ijustwanttoknowhow

itfeelstobelovedbyyourfather.I

wanttomakehimhappytoo

Agatha:Ihopemyfatherdoesn't

showuponedayandtellmetostop

seeingyoubecauseI'llembarrass

him.Maybeforyouit'seasybecause

youdidn'tsufferasformeI'ma

bombwaitingtoexplodeshouldhe

showup.Heshouldremaininhishell

holeforgood.

Jan:Mineisonlydifferentbecause



hedidn'tknowaboutmesoican't

entirelyblamehim.

Agatha:Youlovehimbabeit'sokay,

you'redesperateforhimthanyour

motherbecauseyou'remoremale

thanfemale.Iunderstandbuthe

doesn'tunderstandyousoitwill

neverwork.Howlongwillyou

pretendjusttowinhislove?Itsnot

worthit.

Jan:I'mjusttrying

Agatha:It'snotyourresponsibility

anymore.Heknewyouwereoutthere,

I'msorryifellinlovewithJantheguy

andnotagirl.Ifyouchangetheni



guesswe'llendthistooakereareo

togelegothe

Jan:Agathailoveyou,ican'tloseyou.

I'mjustdoingthisforhim

Agatha:Hedoesn'tdeserveit.It's

eitherhimorme.I'msorryfordoing

thisbutifwebothweardressesI'm

goingtoloseinterestbecauseyou'll

bechangingfromtheJanifellinlove

with,IhopeyouunderstandwhatI'm

saying.Thismanshouldbe

apologisingfollowingyouseeking

forgivenessnotyoufollowinghim

likeyouowehim.Whereismy

stubbornbutch?



Jan:(laughed)Babe

Agatha:(laughed)I'mserious

Jan:(laughed)Mxmyou'reright,why

shouldIchangeforhim.Hedoesn't

seemtocarewhetherI'mpartofhis

lifeornotsoI'llgobutasJan.

WhateverhedecideswithmeI'lltake

itasthefinaldecisionandmoveon

Agatha:Thankyoubutch

Jan:(laughedputtingherlegsupon

thewall)AndnowImissmypretty

littlegirl...

Agatha:(laughed)Imissyoutoo

Jan:(sighed)gotobed,youhavea

testinthemorning



Agatha:Iloveyou

Jan:Iloveyoutoo,maniloveyour

dad.I'veneverseenamanthatwise

Agatha:That'smydad,helistens

morethanhetalks.Heisamanof

fewwordsandifyoudon'tknowhim

wellyoumaythinkheisstupid

becauseheisalwayscalmlylistening

topeoplegoingcrazyandwhenhe

openshismouthhebringsagood

solidsolutiontotheproblems.Ilove

him

Jan:Ilovehimtoo,shitcouldhavehit

thefanifitwasn'tforhimevenmy

dadwantedtoactlikeyourmom



beforeheintervenedandwhendad

startedthenonsensehekicked

everyoneoutofhishouse.

Agatha:(laughed)Whatiloveabout

himkegoreehedilejaakareebuile

jalo.

Jan:Goodnightbabe

Agatha:Night...

Shehungupandheadedtobedbut

shecouldn'tsleepsoshegoton

Facebookandwatchedpeople's

poststhenshesearchedhermother.

Herprofilepicturewasoneofherand

Millertogetherwiththeir5yearold



sonandshehad224Likeswith96

commentsamongstthembeing..

Friend1:HappyfamilyAmantle

replied" "

Miller'sfriend:TheMiller's,ilovethis

familyandMillerreplied"Thanks

bruh"

Amantle'sfriend:Leatshwanelana

andlookathowcuteMillerJayis

lookinghandsomewithVans,

Amantlereplied"OiponagoreLilMill

galeitsesepe"

Friend:MillsneedsasisterAmantle

repliedI'mnothavinganotherbaby



heisfinealone.Hedoesn'tneeda

sisterhecanwatchTV."Friend

replied" youcan'thave1child

mma,nnyaahaolehagotwego

tshabadithabi,"andshereplied"Mme

kanaMillswillbeonehelajaana"

Janclosedthesearchandcontinued

doingotherthingsuntilshefell

asleep....

AtChurch......

ThenextdayJanicedrovethrough

theparkinglotpassingalotofcars



strugglingtofindaparkingspace,

shehadnoideaitwassuchabig

thinganditseemedalmosteveryone

hadcome...

Itwasalittleaftersixsothelights

wereon,shelookedatherselfonthe

mirrorforaminutethenshestepped

outofthecarandwalkedtowards

thechurch....

***

Meanwhileinsideeveryoneoccupied

roundtablesof4,fillingthewhole



churcheachofthemhadabowlof

snacksandabigjarofwaterwith

smallglassesaroundthecenter

flower.

Dressedinsmartcasualeveryone

clappedhandsasZanetookthe

stageinhisslimfitsuitandsmiledat

everyonesittingbehindthe

keyboard...

SeniorpastorsandotherVIPssmiled

proudlyclappingforZaneashe

adjustedthemic....



Zane:(fluentaccent)Ladiesand

Gentlemen,thissongwillneverleave

myheartbecauseitcarriesalotof

memoriesfrommychildhood-

ThedooropenedandJansteppedin

aspeopleatthebacklookedather,

Zaneliftedhiseyesandlookedather

theneveryoneturnedandlookedat

her.

Itwasabitconfusing,hermuscular

bicepsandflatcheststretchedthe

stringdressshehadonasshe

struggledwalkinginheelsand



almosttrippedbutshegainedher

balanceandfakedasmilewalking

towardsKen'stable.

Itwaslikelookingatoneofthose

femaleathletesindresses,

everythingaboutherbodysaid

otherwiseandherblondwigdidn't

makethingsanybetter...

ShepulledZane'schairandsatdown

smilingatKenasherdressstrapfell

offhershoulderlettingoutherbreast,

Kenquicklypulledupherstrap

hangingitonhershoulderandlooked



ateveryonethentheyfinallylooked

awayasiftheyweren'tawarethey

werestaring..

Ken:(whispered)Howcomeyou

don'thavebreasts?

Jan:Ihavebreasthypoplasia...

Kentookoffhisjacketandputit

aroundhershouldersthenhepinched

thebridgeofhisnose...

Ken:I'msorryforembarrassingyou

likethis,ididn'tknowyourbodylooks



likethis.

Hepushedbackhischairandwalked

outheadingtotheman'sroomwhere

heleanedoverandwashedhisface

thenhelookedathimselfonthe

mirrorandswallowedregrettably.

HetookouthisphoneanddialedDidi

butherphoneranginoneofthefour

toilets...

Ken:What?Babe?



Heturnedaroundandtriedtoopen

thedoorbutitwaslockedthenhe

bentdownlookingthroughthelower

spaceandsawherheels...

Ken:Didi?

Didi:(shakyvoice)Yah?

Ken:whatareyoudoingintheman's

toilet?(pushingthelock)Openthe

door

Didi:I'mnotfinished,I'llfindyouthere.

Ken:I'llwaitforyou,haveyouseen

Brandon?

Didi:No



Ken:Okay....Youwon'tbelievehow

Jan'sbodylooks.Thatcan'tbe

normal.Shedoesn'thave

breasts,they'reverylittle,what's

breasthypoplasia?

Hesighedandfoldedhisarms

waitingforher

Ken:Aren'tyoufinished?

Didi:Ithinkihaverunningstomach,

doyoumindbringingmyhandbag?

Ken:Sure



Brandon'sbrotherwalkedinand

lookedatKen....

Him:HaveyouseenBran?

Ken:No

Him:Ithoughtokwano,okae

jaanong...

Hetookouthisphoneanddialedhim

thenhisphoneranginthetoiletas

theybothturnedlookingback.

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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Me

✴134

Inthemen'sroom.....



Brandonopenedthedoorand

steppedouthangingupholdingDidi's

purseasKenglaredathimthenDidi

fearfullywalkedoutoftheother

cubicleholdingherlongevening

dress.Bran'sbrotherliftedhis

eyebrowssurprisedasheput2and2

togetherandlookedatKen...

Randall:(speechless)Yooh...

KendisappointedlylookedatDidiand

leanedbythesinkshakinghishead

ashereleasedthelastbuttonofhis

shirtandtie...



Brandon:Keniknowhowthislooks

but-

Didi:Icamehereto-

Ken:(lookingatDidi)Shutup.Randall

doyoumindescortingmywife

outside?

Randall:Noproblem,Branareyou

good?

Bran:I'mgood,go

RandallopenedthedoorforDidiand

shewalkedoutthenheglancedat

bothofthembeforeclosingthedoor.



Kentooktwostepsfurtherandstood

infrontofhimlookinginhiseyesas

Brandonlookedbackathim...

Ken:Idon'tthinkyouknowtheother

sideofmebecauseyouonlymetme

inchurchandiknowthispastorthing

makespeoplelookabitstupid

becauseyouknowtheywillalways

forgiveandwalkaway"handingitall

toGod"butidon'tworklikethat.Iam

humanfirstsoiwantyoutogiveme

averygoodreasonwhyishouldn't

drownyourfaceinthetoiletright



nowbecauseicandoitifiwant.Gao

kakewampalelalehakegolebile

helajaana...wanyelahelasentegone

ha..

Bran'sheartpoundedashelookedat

Ken'spiecingeyes...

Brandon:Iunderstandwhyyouare

angry

Ken:I'mnotangryyet,I'mwaitingfor

youtopissmeoffbylyingtome.I'm

waiting....Doit,lietome...

Brandon:Thisisthehonesttruth,i

heardfootstepswhileiwasinthe



toiletandithoughtitwasprobably

oneoftheguysusingtheurinarybut

whenIwalkedoutofthetoileti

foundherstandingovertheredoing

hermakeupbythemirror.Shekindof

panickedandclosedherpursetrying

toleavebutitoldhernottoleave

becauseiwasalreadydonethenwe

heardheardyouhummingoutside.I

havenoideawhybutshepanicked

andranintothenexttoilet,iwasfine

withthatuntilisawherpurseonthe

counterandrealisediwouldn'thavea

goodreasonforbeinginthetoilet

withyourwife'spurseandevenifi

toldthetruththenI'dgetherin



troubleforhiding.Ididn'twanttobe

partofthatsoigrabbeditandgotin

thenexttoilet.

Ken:AndyouthinkI'llbelievethis

bullshitcookedupstory?

Bran:It'sthetruth,whywould

someonemyagehaveanaffairinthe

toiletwhenIcanhireahotelroom?

I'mnot25andthereisnothing

hygienicabouttoilets.I'dnevergo

thatfarwithyourwifebutlookingat

yourhistoryIdon'texpectyoutotrust

me,ifyourownbrotherbetrayedyou

howhardcanitbeforastrangerto

doit?Buttheonlydifferenceisi

haven'tdoneanything,idon'tknow



whyshepanickedlikethatbutshe

mademepanictooanditall

happenedtooquick.Iknowitlooks

suspiciousbutatoilet?Comeon!

Andinchurchwithsomanypeople

outtheretomakeyournight?

Ken:Idon'tbelieveyou,tryagain

Bran:Don'tyoutrustyourwife?

Kenturnedbackandlockedthedoor

thenBrandonwalkedbackwards

raisingbothhishandsinsurrender.

Bran:That'sthetruth,idon'tknow

whatelsetosaybecausethat'sthe



honesttruth.

Kensnatchedhiswife'spurseand

whippedhimonthefacewithitas

Branlookeddownstillwithhands

up...

Ken:Idon'tbelieveyou...

Bran:I'mtellingyouthetruth.

Ken:Andidon'tfuckingbelieveyou...

Kenslappedhimandpushedhim

againstthewalllookinginhiseyesas

Brandonhavingadifficulttime



breathing...

Ken:Let'stryagain...Startfromthe

beginning,Ispent5yearsinprison...

(laughedandshookhishead

clenchinghisteeth)doyouknow

whatwedidtoguyswhothought

theyweretheshit...?Guyslikeyou

whothinktheyhaveasmartmouth?

Snitches...Wemadethembitches

andicanmakeyoumybitch,you

won'ttellanyoneaboutitbecause

theywillaskyouwhyyoucouldn't

fightforyourselfandyou'lllosethe

respectofallwomeninthischurch

andyourchildrentoo.Whatami



saying-youwon'ttellanyone?

Heslappedhimontheheadand

Brandonslippedfallingdownand

sittingonthefloorstillwithhishands

spreadout...

Brandon:Ialreadytoldyou(hisvoice

trailedoff)That'sthetruth...

Kenpulledhimupbythecollarsand

pushedhisheadonthemirror

removingBrandon'sbeltashisheart

poundedgrabbingKen'shand...



Brandon:(shakyvoice)Iswearto

GodifyoutouchmeI'mscreaming,

letgoofme

Kenputhimonheadlockbendinghim

backwardsanddroppedhispants

thenheunzippedhis..

Brandon:(shaking)Waitwait....Let

metellyouthetruth...I'msorry...

Ken:I'mnotlettingyougo,tellme

firstandI'llletyougo..

Brandon:(tappedKen'sfirmarmon



hisneck)Ican'tbreath.

Ken:(angrily)Tellme!

Brandon:ImetDidiinGabswhenshe

wasgoingtodoherfirstyearandwe

hadsexthatnight,wenevermet

againanduntilattheairportbuti

swearwithmymother'sgravetoday

wasapurecoincidenceandithink

thereasonshepanickedisbecause

wehavehistory,that'swhyipanicked

toobecauseIthoughtshetoldyou

aboutmeandthenyou'dbe

suspiciousifyoufoundmewithher

purse.(tearfully)Youdon'thavetodo

this,I'msorry...Nothing

happened...Can'tyoujustletthisgo...



?Callheroverandconfirmeverything.

Herstoryandminewillmatchifshe

doesn'tlie,askusanythingto

confirm...(tappedhisarmand

coughedashisforeheadveins

erected)Pleaseletmego...Iwas

molestedwheniwas9ican'tgo

throughthatagain...(tearfully)Please

KenI'msorry,letmego...

HebrokedowncryingthenKen

releasedhim,hesliddownthewall

andputhisheaddowncrying....

Brandon:I'msorry....



Kenpickedthepurseandrolledouta

tissuethenhethrewover,Brandon

wipedhistearsandstoodup

shamefullypullinguphispantsand

tuckinginthenleanedoverthesink

washinghisfaceasKenlookedat

him...

Ken:Whodidit?

Brandon:Itdoesn'tmatterandplease

don'ttellanyone,I'venevertold

anyoneaboutit.Please

Ken:Whodidit?

Brandon:Myuncle.Myfather's



youngestbrother...Hetookhimin

andtreatedhimlikehewashisson

buteverynighthedidthistomeand

threatenedmenottotellanyone.We

sharedtheroomandtherewasn't

muchicoulddo,hewas17andiwas

9yearsold.

Brandonleanedbackwipinghisface

andfixedhistiethenheglancedat

Kenashamedtomaintainaneye

contactashedisposedthetissue..

Brandon:Thanksfornot...Doingit...

I'llnevertalktoDidiagain.



Randallknockedonthedoorand

shookthelock...

Randall:Bran?Iseverythingalrightin

there?

Bran:Yeah...

Heopenedthedoorandflasheda

fakesmiletohisbrotherasKen

walkedbehindthemwatchinghim

fakeasmileandlaughlikenothing

happened.



Kentookadeepbreathandexhaled

walkingtochurchentrancewherehe

signaledDidioverwithhisband.Guilt

strickenshequicklyhurriedover

holdingherlongelegantdressand

flippingherhairontheothersideas

sheapproachedKenandlookedin

hiseyesregrettably...

Didi:Kenididn'tdo-

Ken:Shutup...

Hegrabbedherhandandledherto

theparkinglot,itwasabitchilliwith

acoldbreezewhirlingaroundashe



openedthedoorandpushedher

insidethenhegotinthedriver'sseat

andslammedthedoorlookinginher

eyes...

Ken:Starttalking...

Didi:(shakyvoice)Iwenttotheladies

roomtofreshenupmymakeupbutit

wasfull,thepraiseandworshipgirls

weretheresoidecidedtodashinthe

men'sroom.Iwalkedinanddidmy

make-upthenBrandonflushedthe

toiletandsteppedout.Iapologised

tryingtoleavebuthesaidhewas

done...Iknowididn'ttellyouthisbut



ioncemetBrandonyearsagowhenI

wasnewinGaboroneandwehooked

up,itwasachildishthing.Iwas

drunkandidon'trememberhalfofit

sofindinghimtheremadethings

awkwardbutwedidn'tevenhavea

chancetotalkbecauseiheardyou

hummingwalkingoversoigrabbed

myphoneandclosedmyselfinthe

toiletbecauseididn'tknowhowI'd

explainbeingtherewithhim.I'm

sorry,iknowitlooksbadbutI'dnever

havesexinachurchtoilet...I'mway

toooldforthat...

Ken:Sowhydidn'tyoutellmeabout

himthefirsttimeyousawhim?



Didi:Ididn'twanttocomplicate

thingsgapehelaitcaughtmeoff

guard.Iwasprobablygoingtotell

youhadhetroubledmebutithought-

Ken:(angrily)YouthoughtwhatDidi?

Enghela?Soyouwatchmebefriend

aguywhofuckedyou?I'llslamyour

faceonthedashboardkanaDidi...

Areyoutryingtotakeadvantageof

thiswholepastorthing?

Didi:(tearfully)No,ipanickedI'm

sorry...

Ken:Whyontirabariontebelelake

shenamaleexyagago?(turned

lookingatherreadytoslapheras



shelookedathishandtearfully)Ke

engontirabari?

Shetearfullyglancedathisangry

faceandfearfullyputherhandonhis

thenthehuggedhim...

Didi:KenI'msorry....(sighedshaking)

I'msorry...Pleaseforgiveme...You

madesomuchprogressbabeyou

can'tgoback...Youdon'thitmeor

hurtme...ihaven'tdoneanything,you

justhavetotrustme..(stillhugging

himshekissedhisneck)Myhusband

isonegiftedmanwhatmorecouldi



want,iwentoutthereandthereis

nothingaboveyou.Iworshipyour

dicklikeanidolandI'dneverspread

mylegsforanothermanagain.I

knowwhatyouarecapableofdoing

shouldicrossthatline...

Kenputhisarmsaroundherwaist

huggingherandkissedherneckthen

sherubbedhertearsandlaidher

headonhischest...

Ken:Areyoucrying?

Didi:Ithoughtyouweregoingtobeat

me..Imean,youfoundmeinthe



toiletwithanotherman.Who

wouldn'tbelieveicheated?

Ken:(touchedhercheekinhereyes)I

believeyou...

Herubbedhereyesandleanedover

kissingherthenheadjustedtheseat

andgotbetweenherlegspullingup

herdressandmovedherpanties

asidefillingherupasshefrowned

puttingherhandsonhischest

limitinghisdepth...

Didi:(moaning)Shit...Ooohman



Hemovedherhandsoffhischest

andlookedinhereyesslidingallthe

wayasshegrasped.....

***

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutand

slammedthedoormakinghisway

backinchurchashetuckedhisshirt

inandsmiledatafewpeopleashe

tookaseatnexttoJanwhowas

holdingHazelasshewavedherfoot

ontheairenjoyinghermilkfromthe

bottle...



MeanwhileinthecarDidiputapanty

lineronherpantiesandslidthemup

thenshefixedherdressandhair

beforesteppingoutandjoiningher

husbandbythetable...

Theylistenedtoafewshortcausal

speechesandclappedhands...

Mc:Ladiesandgentlemenplease

welcomeonthepulpitournewyouth

pastorDaniel...

Kensmiledstandingupaseveryone

applauded,hewalkeduptothemic



andsmiledlookingatafullchurchas

heheldthemicwithonehandand

puthisotheronthestand..

Ken:Thankyouverymuch...(laughed)

WhenIleftOklahomacityiwassurei

wasreadytopastorbutthepast2

dayshaveproventomethatbeinga

youthpastorisn'tawalkinthepark

andit'sdifferentfromworkingwith

adults...(movehishandsmilingat

Janice)Letmefirstintroducemy

daughterJanice.Sheismyfirstborn,

iknowalotthinkZaneisthefirst

bornbutheisonlythefirstboy...



Janicesmiledandwavedateveryone

withKen'sjacketaroundhershoulder

astheyclappedhands...

Ken:Janiceandiweren'tclosewhen

shewasgrowingup,actuallyinever

knewanythingaboutheruntilabout

10or11yearsagosobonding

becamedifficultbecausewedidn't

staytogether.Tocutthestoryshort

whenifoundoutsheisalesbiani

hadafit..(theyalllaughedthen

Janicelaughed)Asyouallcan

imagineapastorhavingtodealwith



that,ipracticallylostit...Iwasangry

andevenlastnightwehadan

argumentaboutit.Igavehera

choice..Toeitherdresslikeawoman

andcometochurchorgetdisowned.

Likeanywellbehaveddaughter

desperateforherfather'sloveshe

putonadressforthefirsttimein

manyyearsandwalkedinherejustto

winmylove.Ihaven'treallylookedat

herbeforeuntiltonight.Ididn'tknow

herbodywasdifferentlikethat...I

noticedmanyofyouwerestaringat

herprobablywonderingwhyshe

doesn'thavebreastsorwhysheis

wearingcolorfulhairtochurch.She



actuallyhasashorthairunderneath

thatwig,(toJan)takeitoffsothey

cansee....(shepulledthewigoffand

smiledlookingdownastheyclapped

hands)Ithinkshegrabbedwhatever

shecouldfindbecauseitoldheri

neededherlookingbeautifullikea

girlbutnowifeelguiltyforplaying

God,forjudging,lovingwith

conditionsandenforcingchange.

Duringmystudyoftheologyand

counsellingithoughtiunderstood

everythinguntilthepractical

presenteditselfthroughmydaughter.

Iaskedmyselfhoweasyitwouldbe

fortheyouthtoworkwithmeifI'm



sojudgmental,inallhonestyallican

doasayouthpastoristosharethe

wordofGodandpraythenwaitforan

individualtoreceivethelightandbe

bornagain...TonightI'dliketo

apologisetomydaughter.Ishouldn't

haveforcedhertodresshowIwant

orcometochurchbyblackmailing

herbecausethisiswhatfillsthe

churchwithfakeChristiansandi

don'twantthat.Idon'twantpeopleto

pretendinordertobeaccepted...

Churcheswerebuiltforsinnersand

peoplewithburdensandtheyouth

ministryinparticularfacesalotof

problems,theyfaceproblemsof



rejection,consideringsuicide,

substanceabuse,alcoholism,

pornographyaddiction,sexualabuse

andotherstrongholdsthathavingan

understandingpastorwhoiseasyto

approachcaneasilysolve.Iwantthe

churchtoknowthatanewministryis

starting,aministrythataccepts

everyoneandsayscomeyouwhoare

weary,bringallyourburdens.So

churchtonightIwanttoaskyouthis-

donotjudgemyministrybecauseits

oneofakind....wewillbegoing

aroundpreachingandbringingall

kindsoftroubledpeoplejusttoshare

thewordofGodandsharesongsof



worshipnothingmore!Godwilltake

careoftherest.Donotjudgethis

newministry,wearesonsand

daughtersofGodwithtroublesand

onedaywhenthetimeisrightthe

lightwillshine...Donotstareat

peopleyouthinkaremoresinners

thanyou,donotjudge,donotlook

downonthem.Lovethemandleave

thejudgmenttoGod.

Therewassilenceinchurchas

Janicelookedaround,thesenior

pastorstartedaslowclapfromthe

VIPtableandeveryonejoinedin

clappingandrejoicing...



Ken:(smiled)Theyouthministryis

oneofakind,weacceptallkindsof

peoplewithoutjudgingorcasting

stonesandwewilllaunchourvery

firstserviceinthreeweeks,more

announcementswillbemadeduring

churchservices.(wavedandsmiled)

thankstoeveryonewhomadethis

eveningwonderful.Mayigivea

specialthankyoutomygorgeous

wifeforthisbeautifulsuitandmy

childrenforcompletingthis

wonderfulevening,whatawonderful

dayitis,Blessyouall...



Theyapplaudedasheputdownthe

micandjoinedhisfamilyatthe

table.....

Mc:Zanethepastorshaveaspecial

request,apparentlyitsbeenawhile

sincetheyheardyoursong....Childof

God...

Everyoneapplaudedashesmiled

standingupthenheleanedover

whisperingtoJanbutshedeclined

thenhewalkedtothefrontand

grabbedthemicasthebandtook

theirpositionandplayedthe



instrumentalswhilehesmiledcute

holdingthemic...

Zane:(singing)Youunravelme,with

amelody

Yousurroundmewithasong

Ofdeliverance,frommyenemies

Tillallmyfearsaregone

Heslowlygotdownthepodiumas

thelightcontrollerlithimmakinghis

waytoJaniceandhandedherthe

mic,shelickedherlipsandsang

sitting...



Jan:I’mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

I’mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

Zaneputhisarmaroundherleaning

overastheybothsangonthemic

withsoulfulvoices.Everyone'shair

stood,theirskincrawledastheir

voicesblessedtheentireevening...

JanandZane:Frommymothers

womb



Youhavechosenme

Lovehascalledmyname

I’vebeenbornagain,intoafamily

Yourbloodflowsthroughmyveins

Kensmiledproudlyandgotthemic

fromthemcontinuingtosingwitha

similarbutdeepervoice...

Ken:I’mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

Ken,JanandZane:I’mnolongera

slavetofear

IamachildofGod



Zanesmiledandgotthemicsinging

hiswaybacktothepodiumwherehe

sanghisheartoutaseveryone

cheered..

Ken:(leanedovertoJan)Ididn't

knowyouknowhowtosing

Jan:(smiled)Ithinkit'sabloodthang

youknow

Ken:(laughed)Thatwasreally

beautiful

Jan:(laughed)Zaneandistarted

chattinglastyearandheusedto

sendmevideossoI'djustsing.I



knowhelikesthissong

Ken:(laughed)Noilovethesong..

Theylaughedandleanedback

watchingZaneasKenheldDidi's

handandkissedit...

AtLolo'sHouse...

LaternightAgatha'sphonerang...

Agatha:Hello?

Jan:(screamed)Uuuuuu..



Agatha:(laughedandsatup)Iguess

youdecidedtogo

Jan:(laughed)Ididandidon'tregret

it...They'rehavingahousewarming

partyonweekendandmyfathertold

meIcouldbringyou,doyouwantto

come?

Agatha:Yes

Jan:Iloveyou,goodnight

Agatha:Goodnight...

Shelaughedandlaiddown...

AtSchool....



ThenextmorningatZaneandaFaith

walkedoutoftheofficewitha

teacherwhoshowedthemtotheir

classeswhileDidiremainedinthe

officemakingpayments....

Thebreakfastsirenwailedjustbefore

Zanecouldentertheclassand

studentsrushedout,alotofthem

recognisedhimandjumpedgiving

himhugsandshoulderbumps....

Hejoinedtwootherboysheadingto

theeatingareaasJuniorwalkedover



toBridgetwhowaseatingwith

anothergirl...

Zane:Shouldn'tJuniorbedonehere?

Boy:(laughed)Nobutheshouldbein

formfivejustthathewasfailingand

thentheymadehimrepeat.

Apparentlyhisfatherabandonedhim

andhewashavingissuesor

something

Zane:Isthathisgirlfriend?

Boy:It'shislittlesister

Zane:Sheisbeautiful

Boy:Andintelligenttoo,ogaisaskolo



sothe

Zane:Really?Sosisterfromthe

mother'ssideorfather'sside?

Boy:Father's,sheishotbutsheis

brilliantso..

Zane:Brainshavenothingtodowith

it,besidesbrilliantgirlsarealways

stupidwhenitcomestorelationships.

HewatchedJuniorwalkingawayand

putdownhisbagthenhewalkedover

asBridgetandherfriendate,Zane

satnexttotheherandlookedinher

eyessmiling...



Zane:Hey

"OhGod,hehassexyeyesandthe

lipsareso..."shequicklyrebuked

herselfandlookeddownatherplate

asherbraidsfellonherfacethen

Zanetuckedthembehindherearand

piercedherwithhiseyes...

Zane:Areyoushy?(smiled)Myname

isZaneDaniel,ijustmovedhere

fromtheUS,iwasschoolingat

CapitolHillHighinOklahomacity

Bridget:(blushed)Hi

Zane:What'syourname?



Bridget:Bridget

Zane:Beautifulname,iloveit.Can

wetakeaselfietogether?

Bridget:(flippedherhairbackand

smiled)Um...Okay

Zaneputhisarmaroundherlifting

thephoneaboveastheybothsmiled

thenhetookapicture,hetook

anotheroneseductivelybitinghis

lowerlipwhileBridgetputherhead

onhischest...

Zane:(lookedatthem)Wow...

They'rebeautiful...



Bridget:(blushed)Yeah...

HeclosedthecameraandBridget

laidhereyesonapictureofZaneand

Lailasittingonthesandatthebeach,

shewasinherbikiniwithherblond

hairwavingbackastheybothputon

sunglasses...

Bridget:Isthatyourgirlfriend?

Zane:Yeah,howoldareyou?

Bridget:15

Zane:ToobadI'llgetyournumber

whenyouturn16



Bridget:Um..Idon'tmindnow

Zane:(turnedtothefriend)Howold

areyou?

Friend:(smiled)16

Zane:Yeahicoulddoyou,what's

yournumber?

ShetappedhernumberthenZaneleft

secretlydeletingitasBridgetlooked

atherfriend...

Bridget:Whatareyoudoing?How

couldyoudothat?

Friend:Hewantedmynumber,what



shouldihavedone?

Shesighedindisbeliefandgrabbed

herlunchboxwalkingaway...

***

MeanwhileZanesatdowntalkingto

hismother...

Didi:Idon'tknowifIhaveitwritten

somewhereinmyoldcontactsI'll

check,eyakae?

Zane:Ineedtoaskhimsomething



Didi:Okay..

Hehungup,minuteslaterDidisentit

thenZanesenthimapicture...

Zane:It'sfunnyhowyouchokedmy

littlesisterandactedlikeitnever

happened.InevertoldanyonebutI'll

neverforgetthelookonFaith'sface

becausetherewasnothingicoulddo

forherwheniwasherlasthope.I

lovemylittlesisterandthememory

ofhergaggingandkickingstill

hauntsmetoday.AnywayI'mback

fromtheUS andI'mgoingtoget



closurethroughyourinnocentlittle

girl .I'mnotstupideithersofor

nowI'mgoingtodothingswithout

committingdefilement don'task

mehowbecauseIwon'ttellyouand

whenthetimecomesandsheis

legallyreadyfordick.I'mgoingfuck

theshitoutofherandsheisgoingto

loveit.I'mgoingtoownherheartand

thenI'llshowyousomethingonlyi

sawthedayyouchokedmybaby

sister.Letthisbeoursecretjustlike

whatyoudidtoFaithisasecret.

Reportthisandyou'reincriminating

yourselfaswell.Seehowsmartiam

now? Revengeissweetwhen



servedcold.Mmmh Onalighter

noteitwouldbenicetotasteblack

pussyforachange .

Hesentthemessageandputhis

phoneinthepocket....

AtLetsholathebehospital.......

MeanwhileBayangtookoffhis

glovesanddisposedthemashetook

outhisasmartphoneandclickedon

themessage...



Hisheartalmoststoppedashe

lookedatBridgetonZane'schest,his

kneejointsgotcoldasheslowlysat

downandreadingZane'smessage....

*

*

*

*

[9/4,12:18AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴135

AtBrandon'sHouse...



Kendroveinthroughthegatetalking

tothephone...

Ken:(laughed)Mmegasemadia

sepejustthatilikesaving

Rets:Notevenfivenyanahela

Ken:Mrjustfindmeanofficespace

otogelegobatacut,otaajacut

whenistartgettingtenders.I'm

unemployed,Didiiscurrently

supportingthefamilyandidon'tlike

theideaofmebeingThebeless

Rets:(laughed)It'syourfather's

moneymos,whenisshegivingOtlhe

hershare?



Ken:Idon'tknowbutwehavebeen

talkingaboutit,fornowwearetrying

tosettledownandineedtostart

makingmoney.

Rets:Alright,I'llhelpyou.

Ken:Thanksshap

Hehungupandsteppedoutofthe

carwalkingpastBran'scarand

knockedonthedoor.Therewasno

answerandhecalledhimonthe

phonebuttherewasstillnoanswer

thenhecalledRandall...

Randall:hello?



Ken:Yeah,okaeBran?

Randall:Isn'thehome?Iwasathis

houseaboutanhourago

Ken:OkayShap

Hepressedhisphoneandfoundhim

online...

Ken:Caniseeyou?Openthedoor

Brandon:Whatdoyouwant?

Ken:Canwetalk?Thisischildishwhy

osabule?

Brandon:Idon'tfeelliketalking

Ken:Iwasn'treallygoingtodoit,I



haveneverinteractedwithanother

manlikethatidon'tevenknowwhat

mademethinkofthreateningyouin

thatmanner.Iregretdoingit.

Brandon:Ihavenoideawhatyou're

talkingabout,pleaseleave.

Ken:Ifyou'rereadytotalkaboutit

youknowwheretofindmeandfor

whatit'sworthI'msorry.

Brandon:I'mnotreadytofaceyou,

canyouatleastrespectthat?You're

makingthingsawkward.

Ken:Ok,I'msorryforcoming.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffthen....



AttheBoutique....

Aatileknockedontheofficedoor

thenDidilookedupathimand

smiled...

Didi:Heycomein..

Hewalkedinandsatdownlookingat

her,shewaschubbywithabeautiful

faceandhereyesshrunkasshe

smiledwidelylookingathim.Ithad

beenawhilesinceshe'dseenhim



andnothingmuchhadchanged

abouthim...

Aatile:Youlookbeautiful

Didi:Thanks,howareyou?

Aatile:I'mgood...howismarriagelife

treatingyou?

Didi:It'sbeen2yearsandweare

happy,ican'tcomplain.Whatabout

you?

Aatile:It'scomingtogether...Wehad

roughpatcheshereandtherebutwe

aregettingthere.

Didi:Kanteakoompolelennetehela



justbetweenyouandme,areyou

happywithLolo?(helookedather

andlaughed)Whyareyoulaughing?

Aatile:Loloiscomplicatedandshe

needssomeonewhounderstandsher.

Ican'tsayI'malwayshappy,it

doesn'thappenlikethatinreality,

therearehappydaysandsaddays

molenyalongbesidesI'mtoooldto

bethinkingaboutweatherI'mhappy

ornot,aslongasthechildrenare

happyishouldbehappy.Right?

Didi:Idon'tknowAttieyoutellme..

Aatile:(laughed)Wenakana

Didi:(laughed)Areyouhappy?



Aatile:(laughed)Emapelemmeke

gobotsesengweibileonkgakolotse,

onnehonestautwa?

Didi:Ok

Aatile:Ratemysexgameonthe

scaleof0to10

Didi:Honestly?

Aatile:Yeah,behonestkebatago

itsesengwe

Didi:You'rea9/10...

Aatile:Beserious

Didi:I'mserious,whyosadumele?

Aatile:Behonest

Didi:Besidesmyhusbandyou'rethe



onlymanI'vereallyenjoyedhaving

sexwithiwasreadytostartmylife

withyoubecauseyouhaveit,you'rea

goodmankegoreLolodestroyedyou.

Aatile:Andhowismysize?

Didi:Idon'tjudgeagood

performancebythesize,ijudgea

manbyhisconfidenceandabilityto

makeawomanreachclimaxbutto

answeryousizeyagagoisexcellent...

Itsperfectandyou'regoodinbedbut

theproblemisthepersonyou're

havingsexwith,ifsheisnotsatisfied

you'llneverfeellikeyou'regood

enough.



Aatile:That'struegonetotahelawith

Lolokegorehelakamarriageisnot

allaboutsexanywaysthanksforyour

honesty(sighed)Nowbacktothe

reasonicamehere...Loloreally

missesyouandithinksheis

frustratedaboutyoutwo.Istherea

possibilityofyoutwomeetingand

sortingoutyourissues?Itbothers

herhowyouguysrelateandican't

ignoreitbecauseithoughtyouguys

arefriends.

Didi:Lolowasthefirstpersonicame

towheniarrivedfromthedeadand

shehitmewithaglassandthat'sfine,

shedidn'tknowbutafterknowing



whathappenedsheneverbotheredto

checkonmeyetiwasstitchedand

sheneverevenapologisedforitke

ipotsagorewasshetryingtokillme

forrealkanajang.Insteadshewas

pushingmeasidelikeI'mnothing

busywithherlifecursingKen,never

oncepausedandsaidwelcomeback,

imissedyou..Let'sgooutor

something.Theonlytimeshesent

meamessageiswhenshenoticedi

wenttoAmerica.Idon'tlikeafriend

thatonlylikesmewhenI'm

progressingandwhenI'msuffering

shedisappears.Whatkindof

friendshipisthat?



Aatile:Can'tyoutwositandtalk?I'm

tryingtohelpyoutwo,you're

practicallysisters

Didi:I'mdonewiththatkindof

friendship.I'malonernow.Nomore

friends.Lolooratagorapelwasonna

nkasekgonegomoobamela,iknowi

usedgomoobamelabutnot

anymore.

Aatile:AtleastItried

Didi:True..

Aatile:(stoodup)Ihavetogo

Didi:Bye

Aatile:Andthanksforthechat



Didi:Sureanytime,thinkaboutyour

sexualneedsandsatisfaction

insteadofthisfriendship.Youhave

optionsyoujustdon'twanttoseeit,

youneedtobeappreciatedand

respected.

Aatile:(laughed)Wenakana

Didi:don'tbeusedtotheideaof

makingotherpeoplehappyeven

whenthey'renotmakingyouhappy.I

remembermeetingyouforthefirst

timeinGabsolehothotandoursex

whenwegotherebannawee(they

bothlaughed)don'tlethersex

addictionaffecthowyouview

yourself.I'mreallysadthatyou



settledforsomethingthatdoesn't

makeyouhappyjustbecauseyouare

thinkingaboutthechildrenandallbut

thenmostwomengetstuckin

unhappymarriagesjustforchildreni

guessitwouldn'thurtifoneman

takesawoman'snonsenseforonce.

Aatile:(laughed)bye

Didi:Bye

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.

Atschool...



IntheafternoonZaneapproachedthe

busketballcourtwithoneofwhite

classmateNashandanother

NigerianDayo...

Nash:Manlookatthatgirl

Dayo:(laughedbouncingtheball)I

don'tknowwhyyoulikedarkskinned

girls

Nash:Darkgirlsturnmeonand

they'resweet.Ilikehowshythey're

andtheyalwaysdowhatyouwant

duringsex.I'vehadsexwith3sofar

andnoneofthemdisappointedme.

Zane:Ihadsexwith4girls2were



blond,theotherwasabrunetteand

theotherwasChinese.Itsreallycool

watchingmyblackdicktearingthat

whiteskin,itgivesmethesensethat

I'moneofthosepornlegends.

Dayo:Idon'tcareaboutthe

complexionijustwantathicknice

one...Fatgirlsarethesweetest,You

canactuallyfeelhermeatwithyour

dickandshe'llsqueezeyourdick...

Don'tevengetmestartedontheir

tidies....you'vegottolovethickgirls.

(pointedatafatstudentpassingby)

Seethat?Sheprobablylet'sskinny

girlsintimidateheranddoesn'tknow

herpussyissweeterthantheirs



Theylaughedandjoinedtheteamfor

awarmupasBridgetwalkedtowards

thecourtcarryingherbackpack

holdingherbookstoherchest.A

groupofothergirlssatbythechairs

gigglingandpointingwatchingthe

boyswarmingup...

Minuteslaterthecoachblewthe

whistle,Dayopassedtheballand

Zanejumpedmakingabusketasthe

teamclappedhandswhilethegirls

sittingingroupscheered...



Bridgetsatalonewatchinghim

playing,hehadasexyegotistic

laughterandthepeachfuzzabove

hislipsmadehimevenmorecute.He

lookedgoodinhiskitandhescored

morethanalltheotherplayers.

Actuallyheseemedmuchmore

experienced,thecoachwas

impressedandhisteammatesliked

him...

Shehadneverfeltthewayshedid

aboutaboybefore,sheglancedat

herwristwatchandsighed.Sheknew

herfatherwasprobablywaitingatthe

pickupspotbutshejusthadto



watchZaneonemoretime,hewas

sweatingalotandhedominatedthe

wholegame...

Thecoachblewthewhistlefor

anothergroupasZaneandtheothers

gotoutofthecourttakingofftheir

vestsandgrabbedbottlesofwater.

Zanemetacertaingirlhalfwayand

talkedtoherholdingabottleofwater

asshegiggledtakingoutherphone....

Clearlyhewasaladiesmanbutshe

stillwantedhershare,shelookedat



thegirltalkingtohimandshewas

waytoobeautiful...Cometothinkof

ithisAmericangirlfriendwas

beautifultoothenshewonderedif

shewasbeautifulenough.

Shepickedherbooksandwalked

awaythenZanerecognisedherand

turnedsmilingather...

Zane:Bridgethey...

Dammit,thewayhepronouncedher

namewasbeautiful,hepronouncedit

withanAmericanaccentanditleft



herbutterfliesinherstomach,she

didn'tknowhernamewasbeautiful

untilZanesaidit...Itwasfunnyhow

shewentfromBorijeteto(Brijit)

whichshethoughtwasanicetone

onlytohearabetterpronunciation

fromZanehimselfcallingherfluently

inEnglishaccent(Bridge+id)

Heranovertoherrubbinghis

foreheadwithatowelhehadaround

hisneck...

Zane:Hey...

Bridget:Hi



Helookedinhereyesandlipsasshe

smiledshowinghertinytoothgap

betweenherteeth,shewasactually

morebeautifulthanhethought.

Meanwhileshecuriouslywaited

lookingathimashegotlostinher

eyes.........

Bridget:What?

Hesighedandlickedhislipstryingto

thinkofsomething,hedidn'teven

knowwhyhecalledherandforthe

firsttimehisheartskippedashe



triedtofigureoutwhattosay...

Zane:Doyoulikebusketball?

Bridget:No,justsawyouplayingand

turned.Inevertakepartinthese

things

Helookedathertestpapersandslid

outthemathematicsone...

Zane:96%,thisisgood

Bridget:Thanks

Zane:Bythewayididn'tsaveyour

friend'snumber,Idon'tevenknow



whyIdidthat.

Bridget:Idon'tneedafriendlikethat,

youdon'tknowmeandyoudon'tcare

butsheshouldknowbetter

Zane:Wow...Youtalklikeanadult.

Bridget:(smiled)Thanks,youmust

havebeenreallygoodinbusketball

backinyourcountry,idon'tknow

howit'splayedbuticantellyouare

goodandeveryonelikesyou.

Botswanaisalreadywelcomingyou

withopenarms

Zane:(laughed)Thanks,(changed

accent)keMotswanamme.Ijust

wenttherebecausemybecausemy



dadwasschooling.

Bridget:(laughed)Uhshehsoo

mpolaisagocleanerEnglishaccent

kereomoAmerica

Zane:(laughed)I'msorry...Ididn't

thinkyou'dthinkI'mAmericanke

Motswana

Bridget:(laughedblushing)Like

seriouslyIwouldhaveneverknown,

youhaveanAmericanaccentand

yourhaircut,yourskinisallsmooth

andeverythingaboutyouisjust

America...

Theirlittlebondinglaughtergot



interruptedbythecoach'sangry

whistle...

Coach:Zane?

HeturnedbacktoBridgetlookingin

hereyeswithacutesmileof"oops"...

Zane:(smiledcute)Shit,ithinkI'min

trouble

Bridget:(smiled)Bye

Zame:(walkingbackwardslookingat

her)Youhaveabeautifulsmile,ilike

yourteeth...



Bridget:(smiledhuggingherbooks)

Thanks...Ilikethewayyousaymy

name

Heturnedaroundandrantowards

thecoachasheswitchedonthe

humbleface...

Coach:Zane?Whyareyoutalkingto

girlsduringpractice?

Zane:I'msorry,ithoughtiwason

break

Coach:Doyouseeanyonetalkingto

girls?Everyoneisonthebench

seatedbutyou'retalkingthisgirland



thatone,I'mnotgoingtotoleratethat

behaviourinmyteam

Zane:I'msorry,backinHillHighwe

hadcheerleadersandtherewas

nothingwrongwithtalkingtothemif

you'reon5

Coach:Wedon'thavecheerleaders

andyoudon'tjustgostandwithagirl

leavingyourteam.Take6rounds

HethrewNashhistowelandran

aroundthecourtastheassistant

coachapproachedwithwaterforthe

team...



Assistant:Ournewcomerisalready

onpunishmentkanakewarmup?

Coach:Ithinkwehaveourselvesa

troublemaker,heisexcellentonthe

courtbuthegetseasilydistractedby

girls

Assistant:Eneolebegaarata

banyanairilekebonahelaatsamaya

leDayokarewaiikanaDayorata

banyana.

Coach:Nashleeneoratabanyana,i

hopetheydon'ttroublemebutI'm

excitedabouthim.Heisexcellent

tota.Hewilldefinitelygetusthrough



theseason.Trophykeyaronathis

season..

TheypausedtalkinglookingatZane

runningpastagroupofgirlsasthey

burstedintolaugherchantinghis

nameashelaughedtakingthelast

roundandstoodbytheline

stretchingbeforejoiningNashand

Dayoastheytalkedlookingatthe

groupofgirlssittingonthebenches...

AtBayang'sHouse.....

BayangparkedthecarandJunior



steppedoutthenBridgetstepped

out...

Bayang:Bricanwetalk?

Shegotbackinsideandclosedthe

doorthenBayanghandedherthe

phoneshowingherthepicZane

sent...

Bayang:Zane'smotherwasmy

girlfriendyearsagoandtherewasa

timeiwasdepressedandnot

thinkingstraight,idon'tremember

whatiwastalkingtoFaithaboutbuti



madethemistakeofpinningher

downwithmyhandcoveringher

mouthandnose.Ifeelverybadfor

doingitandnooneknowsthis

exceptZaneandheisusingyouto

hurtme.Idon'tknowifFaithtoldher

otherbutwejustnevertalkedaboutit.

Stayawayfromhim...Lookatthe

messagehesent,heisnotyour

friendandhedoesn'thavegood

intentionsaboutyou.

Bridgetreadthroughthemessageas

herheartshuttered....



Bridget:I'llstayawayfromhim

Bayang:You'renotconvincing

Bridget:I'llstayawayfromhim.

Bayang:Letmeknowifhetroubles

youokay?

Bridget:Okay,ionlyagreedtotakea

picturebecausehewasnicebutI'll

neverdoitagain.

Bayang:Okay,youcangoinside.I'm

goingbacktowork.I'mfillinginfor

Tshepohiswifeisinlabour

Bridgetgotherbookswalkedinside

thehousewheresheclosedherself



intheroomandburiedherfaceon

thepillowcrying.

AtKamo'shouse....

Therewasaknockonthedoorand

sheopenedthedoorwithpuffyeyes

thenAatilewalkedinlookinginher

eyesasheputthekeysinhispocket...

Aatile:Hey...

Kamo:Hey...Mightyissleeping

Aatile:Areyouokay?

Kamo:Yeah



Aatile:Wecantalkifyoudon'tmind

Kamo:I'mjustlonelyyouknow,i

don'tunderstandwhyican'tfinda

man.Istheresomethingwrongwith

meorI'mjustnotmeanttobehappy?

Imeanmydaughtermakesmehappy

butIneedacompanion,someoneto

stayupallnightwithandchat.

Aatile:I'msureGodisplanning

somethingforyou,goodthingscome

tothosewhowait.

Kamo:I'mtiredofwaiting,it'sbeen

yearswithouthavingsex,canyou

believethat?Ihaven'thadsexinover

4years,somethingassimpleassex



israretome

Aatile:Wowthat'salot

Kamo:Iwonderiftherearewomen

likemeoutthere.Keipotsagoreake

maswethataorwhat?(tearfully)

kooreotherpeoplearegetting

attentionbannahappybutnnake

oneallthetime

Shetearfullyrubbedhereyesas

Aatilehuggedherandrubbedher

back....

AtDidi'sHouse.....



LaterthatafternoonZanewalkedin

andpausedatthedoorlookingat

KenandDidisittingonthecouch

waitingforhim...

Ken:Sitdown

Zanesighedandsatdown...

Ken:Laila'smothercalled,Lailais

pregnant,whydidn'tyoutellmeyou

gotsomebodypregnant?

Zane:Ididn'tknowhowtostart,I'm



sorry

Ken:Shewantsherdaughtertoabort

becauseshecan'tafforditandwe

can'taffordtosupportababyyou

knowI'mnotworkingsoisyour

mother.Unlessyouhaveabetterplan

foryourkid

Zane:isuggesteditandsherefused.

Wetalkedanhouragoandshe

refused.

Didi:Hermotherthinksifyouleave

hershemightagree.

Ken:Doyouloveher?

Zane:Yes,iloveherbutidon'tthink

it'sagoodideatokeepthebabybut



shedoesn'twanttohearit.

Ken:Iwouldn'thaveaproblemwith

herifshewasn'tunderagebutnow

youmightfacejailtime,idon'twant

youtoevergotojailbecauseit'snot

easyistillhavetoexplainmyself

eachtimeitravelandigetsearched

andquestionedforhoursinairports.

Youseeyou'renowputtingmeina

difficultsituationwheremyreligion

anddecisionsgodifferentdirections.

Abortioniswrongbutifwedon'tdoit

youwon'tgoscot-free

Zane:I'lltryleavingherbecausewe

won'tevermeetanywaysoiguess

weweregoingtobreakupatsome



point

Didi:Ifeelsorryforher,iknowthe

painofhavingababyonyourown.

Let'shopethepressurepushesherto

doit.

Zane:OK

Ken:(sighed)Go,I'lltalktoyoulater

Zanegothisbagandheadedtohis

roomchanginghisDpfromLailato

himwithBridget.Thenheupdated

hisstatus..."Blackisbeautiful,my

queen"



Atschool.....

ThenextmorningDidiparkedthecar

andsteppedoutcarryingHazelwith

herbagasFaithclosedthedoorand

ranafteroneofherfriends....

Faith:Byemama

Didi:Bye..

Zanesteppedoutofthecarand

walkedtowardstheseniorclassesas

Bridgetsteppedoutofherfather's

carthenhestoppedandstaredather



assheheadedtothejuniorclasses.

Heturneddashedbehindtheclasses

andsurprisedherappearinginfront

ofherwithalittlesmilebutshedidn't

smile,insteadshewalkedpasthim

thenhegrabbedherarm...

Zane:Dididosomethingwrong

Bridget:(pushedhishand)No,you're

notwhoithoughtyouwere.Isaw

yourmessage,leavemealone.

Zane:Ididn'tmeanthat,imean....

Okayatfirstimeantitbutthenikind

oflikedyou.I'msorry.



Bridget:Leavemealone

Zane:Ohcomeonpleasetellme

you'renottheemotionaltypes

Bridget:Mxm

Zane:Bridget?

Helookedbehindcheckingfor

teachersandgrabbedherarmturning

heraroundthenhekissedheras

otherstudentswalkedpastthem.It

wassoftandbriefthenhestepped

backlookinginhereyes...

Zane:I'msorry,ididn'tplantolike



you...(walkingbackwardslookingat

her)Itjusthappenedanditchanged

upmyplanstoo.I'msorry

Heturnedandwalkedawaythenshe

headedtoclasssecretlytouchingher

lipswithalittlesmileandabitof

prideasshewalkedpasttheother

girlssheverywellknewwantedhim

too...

***

MeanwhileDididroveoutofthe

schoolturningupthemusicvolume



listeningtopraiseasthecarbehind

herflashedthelights.

Shefrownedlookingattheunfamiliar

carandpulledoverthenthecar

stoppedbehindher,thedriver

steppedoutassheadjustedthe

mirrorfixingherlipstick;Bayanggot

inthepassengersideandclosedthe

door...

Bayang:Weneedtotalk,

Didi:Getoutofmycar,now

Bayang:Thereissomethingihaveto

tellyouaboutFaith...



Didi:What?

Bayanghandedherthepaperwhich

sheunfoldedandreadthenlooked

backathim..…

Didi:You'relying

Sheshreddedthepaperandthrewit

outsidethenstartedthecar...

Didi:Getout

Bayang:Iwasn'tdone.Zaneis

threateningmy-



Didi:Justgetout

Bayang:Angerdoesn'tchange

anything-

Didi:(angrily)Getout..

Hesteppedoutthenshedrove

off........

Idozedoffbeforepostinglast

night'sinsertsotheschedule

continuesasnormal2moreinserts

comingtoday.Don'tforgettoLike

andcomment,goodmorning.

*



*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtLolo'sOffice...



MrsMogapi:Idon'tunderstandwhy

you'recryingbecauseifyouwere

sorryyoucouldhavejustputonyour

shoesandcametomyhouse,look

meintheeyesandapologisethentell

methatthegirlmysonisdatingis

yourdaughter.Justforthesakeof

ourchildrensowecanputallthese

dramabehindusbutno,youjusthad

toenjoymakingmeafool.

Lolo:(tearfully)Whathurtsmethe

mostisthatyouthinkitsthateasy,i

didn'tevenknowthat'showyou'd

respond.Howdoyoufaceanother

wifeandsayI'msorryisleptwith

yourhusband?



MrsMogapi:Ifyoucanbebrave

enoughtosleepwithamarriedman

whilewearingyourhusband'sring

thenyoucandoanything

Lolo:Sometimeswedon'tapologise

becauseweareproudofwhatwedid

butbecausewedon'twanttohurt

peoplebyremindingthemofthepain

wecausedthem.Ididn'tknowhow

you'drespond

MrsMogapi:Howelsewouldihave

responded?Youalreadyenjoyedmy

husbandandeverytimehecame

homehewastired,hehadallkindsof

excusesfornothavingsexwithme.

I'dgoforweeksataaotselahela,I'd



findcondomsinthecarandyou

didn'tcareaboutmebecauseyou

didn'tcleanafteryourself.Ipicked

condomsforyou.Idon'tunderstand

howonecanagreetomakeavideo

withsomeonethey'renotmarriedto

butit'sokay.Godwillanswerforme,

I'mverydisappointedthatyou,your

husbandandmyveryownhusband

knewaboutthiswholethingbut

decidedtokeepmeindark.Iwasthe

foolishonebutIt'sfine.I'mgladIsaw

you,that'salliwanted.Igotthe

closureineeded,I'llheal.

Lolo:I'msorryfordestroyingyour

home,Iwon'tgiveyouanyexcuses.I



hadnorightandwhatever

punishmentGodbringsI'lltakeit

lyingdownandstilllookyouinthe

eyestellingyouI'msorry.I'vehurta

lotofpeopleinthepastandit'sokay

tohateme,itsokaybutdon'tletmy

mistakestakeyourhappinessaway.

I'msorryandithinkididn'twantto

knowyoubecauseitwouldhave

beenhardtocarryonknowinghis

wife.

MrsMogapi:Itsokay,thewaymyson

lovesyourdaughterIpraytoGodyou

raisedherwellbecausethelastthing

ineedishimgettinghurt.Hecan't

stoptalkingabouther,mysonhas



beenthroughalotbecauseofhis

statussowhenhetoldmeaboutthis

beautifulpositivegirligotemotional.

I'vemetMayaandsheiswonderful,i

hopeshedoesn'thurtmysonthe

wayyouhurtherfather.

Lolo:Mayaisnotme,sheloves

Andrewandicanassureyouthatshe

isnothinglikeme.

MrsMogapi:(lookingather)Thank

youforyourtime

Lolo:Howdidyoufindout?

MrsMogapi:Idon'tburnbridges..

Haveagoodday



ShestoodupandleftasLololeaned

back....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

Aatileclickedonthevideoagainand

finishedwatchingit

(((((themanremovedthecondom

anddroppedhismilkyjuiceson

Lolo'sflattummy..

Lolo:(moaning)OhGod...you'reso

good...I'veneverfeltthisgood.



Mogapi:(kissedherandlaughed)

Youmarriedthewrongone

Lolo:(laughedwipinghertummy)I

marriedthewrongonenxustruu)))))

Hisheartbeatincreasedrapidlyashe

supportedhimselfwiththewall

losingbreath,thewholebuilding

appearedtobeshakingasifthere

wasanearthquakethenhelosthis

balanceslidingdown.

TsheposteppedoutcarryingAdele

andranovertouchinghisface

checkinghispupils...



Tshepo:HeyAttie?(mildlyslapping

him)Gorileng?

Herantothenursestationcarrying

Adele..

Tshepo:(panting)Guys!Aatileis

faintingoverthere,hurry!

Heranbackastheothernursepulled

thechairandfollowed,Tshepo

handedherthebabyandputAatile

onthewheelchairthenhepickedthe



phoneandpushedhimtothe

emergency...

Tshepo:Aatillegorileng?Bualenna

Aatile:(handsshaking)Ican'tbelieve

this....(touchedhischest)Ihave

chestpainsithinkI'mhavingaheart

attack...

MinuteslaterTshepodroveintothe

emergencyroom,whereadoctor

examinedhimandhookedhimonthe

ECGmachineashechantedinaudible

words....



Doctor:(mutteredwritingdownon

thecard)Selectiveserotonin

reuptakeinhibitors....(clearedhis

throatlookingatthenurse)Heis

havingapanicattack.Isthe

psychotherapistaround?

Nurse:I'llconfirm

ThenursehurriedoutasTshepo

clickedonthevideoandsighedin

disbelief...

Tshepo:Ohno...



Herememberedhisdaughterand

hurriedouttogetherthenhewent

backtoMaya'sroom...

AtMaya'sroom...

MinuteslaterMaya'seyesfilledwith

tearsasshewatchedtheexplicit

videowhileholdinghersonwiththe

otherarmbreastfeeding.

Tshepostoodnexttohercarrying

AdelethenMayarubbedhertears

andputthephonedown...



Maya:Isheokay?

Tshepo:Heishavingapanicattack

Maya:Thiswomanisgoingtokillmy

father,irememberonetimeathala

papainfrontofmeandsteppingon

mytoesagogadibeke.Areketswe

koloikeherboyfriend.Iwasyoung

butiunderstoodwhatwas

happening...Thatwasthefirsttimei

sawmyfather'stears.Hecriedonmy

stomachkemodidimatsaandwhat's

painfulisthatshesaideverythingin

frontofmekelemonnye.(rubbeda

tear)Idon'tunderstandwhymy



fathercan'tfindlovelegorewhy

doeshekeepgoingbacktoher.Now

thatI'moldidon'tunderstandwhy

shekeepsdoingthis.Kantegonna

faithfulgothatamobathongba

bangwekanajang?haonyetswe

santseobataengandhowdareshe

sayshemarriedthewrongone.She

madeherboyfrienddisrespectmy

father

Tshepo:(sighed)Idon'tknowwhatto

say...

Maya:Idon'tthinkI'lleverloveher,i

didn'tunderstandbackthenbutnow

thatI'moldIcanseeherforwhoshe

reallyis..



Mayarubbedhertearsandlaidher

babydown....

Attheboutique....

Didi'sphonevibratedonthedesk

thensheleanedover"Angeldust

calling"shegrabbeditandanswered

leaningback...

Voice:Hallo?

Didi:Hi

Voice:Wheredoimeetyou?



Didi:CometoPumafillingstation

love,whatareyouwearing?

Voice:IhavelongdreadlocksandI'm

wearingablackRastafarianthermal

hat,I'mtallandcoloured.

Voice:Okay,5minutes.

Shehungupandpulledthefirst

drawerofhershelfandwether

thumbbeforecountingthehundreds.

Didi:(droppingthenotes)1,2,3,

4,5,6,7,8..ngng(returnedtheother

hundred)7daysisenough.



ShefoldedP700andshoveditinher

backpocketandlockedheroffice

walkingacrosstheshopheadingto

theexit...

Didi:Tshidikeetaautwa

Her:Okay..

Shewalkedoutoftheshopand

headedtoPumadialingLolo's

number...

Lolo:(lowvoice)Hello?



Didi:Areyouattheoffice?Iwas

thinkingwecouldtalk

Lolo:I'minabadmoodtoday...

Nothingisgoingrightforme.

Didi:I'mfeelingthesamewayhere,

mybusinessislowandZaneisgoing

aftergirlslikeadoginheat..

Lolo:(laughed)Teenagerswill

humbleyou,comemaybeicanhelp

kannasetsebankatisitseboMayale

Agatha

Didi:(laughed)Oklovebye

Shehungupandcrossedtheroad...



AtLolo'sOffice.....

MinuteslaterLolo'sphonerangand

shestoppedtypingpickingthecall...

Lolo:Hello?

Maya:MayGodforgivemeforwhat

I'mabouttosaybutyou'rethemost

ungratefulwomanI'veevermet.My

fathermetyouwithBabyMayaasena

lehaelesepeseananglesone,he

paidforMaya'sschoolfeesand

boughtherclothes,lovedherand

treatedherlikehisowndaughterthen



youtalkabouthimlikethisonyour

sexvideos?Ihopemyfathergetsout

ofthehospitalandgetsthestrength

toleaveyouandneverlookatyou

again.

MayahungupthenLolopickedher

handbagandleapedupasBaby'scall

camethrough...

Lolo:Hello?

Baby:Uhmamammalehagotwe

papagasebiologicalfatheryameo

rayagorelehagontsejaanakego

totehela?Whyodirapapajaana?



Andyouwerebusyjudgingus.Mxm

ShehungandLolobumpedonDidi

walkinginholdingabottleofwater...

Lolo:(tearfully)Ihavetogotothe

hospital

Didi:Whathappened?Canicome?

Theyrandownstairstothecarwhere

Lolojumpedinthedriverssidewhile

Didigotinthepassengerseat..

Didi:Letmedrive,yourshaking...



TheyswitchedtheseatsthenDidi

openedthebottleofwaterand

handedher...

Didi:Havesomewaterandcalm

down

ShestartedthecarasLolodrunkhalf

ofthebottleandpulledtheseat

belt.....

Didi:Whathappened?

Lolo:(finishedthewater)Ican't



believethis.....

AppreciatetheinsertswithaLike

anddropacomment,thenextinsert

followsat11pmtonight.
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*

*
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Atthehospital....

Tshepostoodbythewindowcarrying

AdelewhileBabyandAgathaboth

stoodontheothercornerall

watchingasthenursechecked

Aatile'sbloodpressurethenshe

pulledthenoisyinflatablecuffaround

hisarmandpickedthe

sphygmomanometerfromthebed...



Nurse:Yourbloodpressureisstill

high

Aatile:(sighed)Thanks..

Nurse:I'mgoingtogetsomeforms

thissidesowecanfinishup

Aatile:Ok

Shepushedhertrolleyontheother

sideasthegirlsmovedover...

Baby:Howareyoufeeling?

Aatile:I'llbefineguys,gohome.

Agathagohomeyou'rewritingtests,

youshouldbereading.



Agatha:Wejustwantedtoseeif

you'reokay.

Aatile:I'mfine,I'msuretomorrow

theywilldischargeme.Itsjusthigh

bloodpressure,itwillgodown.

Baby:I'llcomebylatertodropoff

yourbathingsetandeverything.

Aatile:Okay...

BabyandAgathaeachliftedAdele

biddinghergoodbyesbeforewalking

outasTshepo'ssisterwalkedin...

Her:Mayawenttothecar,weare



waitingforyou.Mmeleeneareo

ntshengwanamospatelaotogaa

tsaamalwetse

Tshepo:Alright,I'mcoming..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

asTshepomovedcloser...

Tshepo:I'mgoing,callmeifyouneed

anything.

Aatile:Didthechildrenseethevideo?

Tshepo:Idon'tknow,ishowedMaya.

Aatile:Itwasn'tnecessarytodothat

Tshepo:Igetyourpointbutnnakana



Mayaismywifeandwedon'tkeep

anythingfromoneanothergapewhat

reasonwouldigiveherforhiding

somethingthatmadeyoufaint?

Aatile:It'sokay,iunderstand.Thanks

forhelping

Tshepo:Shap,Mayahasbeen

dischargedandmymotherisalready

athomewaitingforherandthe

children.

Aatile:Shap

HewalkedoutandbumpedonLolo

andDidiwalkinginasAatilelaidon

hisback...



Lolo:Hi

Aatile:Didicanyougiveusaminute?

Didi:Ohokay..

Shepushedthedoorandwalkedout

thenLolosatontheedgeofbed

touchingAatile'shand...

Lolo:Attie

Aatile:(pushedherhands)Don't

touchme,ithoughtweareoverthis

cheatingphase

Lolo:Can'tyouseeit'sanoldvideo?



Koorewenaoisitsegoboulelako

pelehela?Youalreadyforgavemefor

sleepingwithhim.Don'ttellmeyou

thinkit'srecent

Aatile:EitherwayLolocomeon,I

didn'tknowyouthinkyoumarriedme

bymistakeandallthosethingsyou

said?

Lolo:Ijustsaidthatbutididn'tmean

it.I'msorry

Aatile:(angrily)Howdoyoudothis?

Makingavideo?Howstupidcanone

be?Idon'tthinkI'llnevergetoverthis.

Areyousurethereisn'tonewithyour

faceonit?Youcouldloseyourjob



overstupidthingslikethis

Lolo:(stoodup)Whatever

Aatile:(frowned)"Whatever"?You

hurtmetalkingbadaboutmewith

yourboyfriendandsaywhateverto

me?

Lolo:(angrily)Idon'tknowwhatyou

wantmetosayanymore,okayyeshe

fuckedmeandilikeditsowhat?It's

notmyfaultyou'reslowinbed.Did

youthinkI'djustlaydownanddieof

boredomwithyou?Iwastiredofyour

boringsexandboringrelationship,do

youevertakemeout?No,everbuy

meanything?Noyou'rejustazombie



walkingaroundcaringforchildren,

childrenthis,childrenthat...

Aatile:I'mdonetalkingtoyou,bye.

Getout

Lolo:Yeahwhatever,ionlymarried

youbecauseI'msafewithyou,better

safethansorryright?Waaborale

wenawaitse,mxm.

Aatile:I'mnotgoingtoforgiveyoufor

thisone,otwaetse

Lolo:Idon'tcareifyouwalkaway

fromthis....

Aatiletearfullylookedatherasshe

walkedtowardsthedoorandtookoff



herringthensheturnedhittinghim

withit,heblockedhidinghisfaceas

theringhithisarmandfellonthe

sheetsthensheslammedthedoor

onherwayout...

MeanwhileoutsideDidistoodup

runningbehindLolo...

Didi:Areyouokay?

Lolo:I'mfinegakeratenonsenseke

gore,nonsensehelajaana..(angrily

screamed)Nonsense!Ican'tbelievei

lefttheofficeforthisrubbishonlyto

betoldnonsense.I'mgoingbackto



work.

Didi:Okay,let'sgo.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoffas

Lolo'sphonerangoverandover...

Didi:Aren'tyougettingthat?

Lolo:It'sfromMrFriday'sassistant,

thismancanbeannoying.Heisso

bossy.IfianswerhimI'lltellhimto

shovehisdickwherethesundoesn't

shinebecauseheistoobossy,him

andtherestofthoseboardmembers,

boZamboandotherstupidinvestors.

Iwasgoingtoattendthemeeting



anddothepresentationbutI'llpass.

Aatilespoiltmymoodkanonsense

yabogologolo,andyouseeMogapi's

wifedeservesaslapacrosstheface

forbeingaliar.Whydidshesendthe

damnvideotomyhusband?Obata

gonyedisiwa,obabolelelegorenna

keashimega.FromhereI'mcalling

Baby,sheisgivingmeAndrewsohe

cangivemehismother'snumbersoi

cantellher60.Kebatagommolela

kemotatsekagoreodirileboloi

sendingmyhusbandsuchavideo

andthencomingtomyofficewitha

sobstory...Nxla



MinuteslaterDidiparkedthecarand

grabbedtheemptybottleofwateras

Lologotherbagandwalkedinside...

Lolo:Bye

Didi:Bye...

Dididroveoff....

Atconferenceroom....

Themeetinggotdismissedasthe

whitecollarshookhandsand

laughedchattingwhilewalkingoutof



theconferenceroom,Lolowalked

pastthemwithoutaword...

MrFriday:(smiled)MrsJohnson-

Lolo:(gavehimthehand)Plis...Ska

mphaphelatu

TheyalllookedatoneanotherasMr

Fridaylookeddownabit

embarrassed...

MrFriday:MrsJohnson-

Lolo:(walkingaway)Iknew10

minuteswouldnotpassbeforeyou



callmyname.Ibetnelethulathulana

helakeseokafileyame,legamogile

kegonegorataboboso.

MrZambo:(angrily)Fireher!I'mnot

havingsuchbehaviourinfrontofthe

investors.

MrFriday:I'llwriteanofficialwarning,

sheisaloyalworker.Shedeserves

that

MrSefo:Idon'texpectthiskindof

behaviourfromher.

MrFriday:Weallhaveourbaddays

MrsFriday:(suspiciouslylookingat

him)Iguessshehasthefirstwarning,

that'sstrikeone....I'veneverseen



anyonetalkyoulikethatandI'm

surprisedbyyourcalmness.(slowly)

Strike1,ifshedoesthisagainI'm

firinghermyself...

MrsFridaycatwalkedawayswinging

herhipsasMrFridayrubbedhislips

turningbacktohisbusinesspartners..

MrFriday:GentlemanI'msureitwon't

happen,iapologiseonherbehalf.I

knowit'sannoyingtopaysomeone

andthenhavethemmissan

importantpresentationthendothis

butI'lldealwithit.



MrZambo:Asecondpromotionand

shedoesthis?Wow,whowouldhave

thought...

MrSefo:Pleasemakesureidon't

losemoneybecauseofyourpoor

judgement,employeesstartlikethis.

Thenextthingshestealsfromthe

company..

MrFriday:IfshedoesthisagainI'm

sendingherpacking,let'sjustfollow

therules.Ourpartnershiphas

guidelines.Let'snotletangerand

frustrationgetthebestofus.

Theyallwalkedoutandheadedto



theparkinglotwhereLolowalked

pastthemhumminganddroveoff......

AtLolo'sHouse....

Minuteslatershewalkedinthe

householdingherbagandsatonthe

bedsearchingforsomethingthen

Setsowalkedinwithaplateoffood..

Setso:(smiled)Canicomein?

Lolo:Come

Setso:Hereisyourfood..



Whenshelookedintheplateshe

noticeditswasn'tfoodasasnake

uncurleditselfandcrawledonthe

bedthenshegrabbedherbagand

swungitsheaddown.Beforeshe

couldunderstanditturnedintoSetso

asshelaidonthebedfearfully

lookingatherblockingwithherlittle

handshakingthenshedroppedthe

bag...

Lolo:Setso?Areyouokay..?

Setso:(fearfully)Whydidyouhitme?

Lolo:I'msorry,go...Don'ttellanyone.

I'msorry.IfyoutellanyoneI'm



chasingyouout.

Setsorubbedthebumponher

foreheadandsadlywalkedout

closingthedoor....

DAYSLATER....

*

*

*

*

.
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AtLolo'sHouse...

FridaymorningJuniorandKatlofixed

breakfastinthekitchenwhileRanaan

andKgotsobathedplayinginthe

bathroomthenSetsoknockedonthe

doorfollowedbySedi'sdaughter...



Setso:Guysfinishup,youdon'thave

enoughtime

Setsopassedtothekitchenand

handedBashalehershare...

Setso:DoyoueverhaveRussianat

yourmom's?

Bashale:Yeah

Setso:Okay..Hereyougo,iwas

afraidtogiveyouchillistuff.(laughed)

Doesn'tyourgapgetchilli?

Bashale:(laughedwithamissing

tooth)Nooooo



SetsoandBashalelaughedasthe

guysmadehugeslicesofbreadwhile

chattingwiththeirvoicesdown...

Junior:(loweredhisvoice)I'mtelling

youmansheissexyAF

Katlo:(laughed)Ijustdon'tlikegirls

whotalktoomuch

Junior:Talkativegirlsarethebest

though...Shepromisedmeablowjob

Setso:(walkingoutwithBasha)

TalkingaboutLisaisgoingtogetto

schoollate..



Junior:Notsoloudmamaotaa

utwa...

Katlo:AfterschoolI'mgoingtocheck

ondad

Junior:Thishighbloodpressure

thingisannoying,whycan'ttheyjust

releasehim

Setso:Apparentlyhemighthavea

heartattackororganfailureifheis

notunderobservationCarltriedto

explainittomeoverthephonebutuh,

I'mconfusedevenmore.

TheypausedtalkingasLolo'sloud

scoldechoedfromthebathroom



thentheyallwalkedtothebathroom

holdingcupsofteaandbreadwhere

theywatchedLolopushKgotsowho

slippedaroundwithfoamyfeettrying

tobalancehimselfbutfinallyfellon

hisbuttnaked.

Lolo:(imitated)Nywe-nyweinthe

bathroommakukuaakanakerekea

robalayourshit!Wenawaregolomo

kentuyagammago?

InAgatha'sroom...

MeanwhileAgathaputherrevision



testpaperonthemiddleofher

biologytextbookandclosedit

makingherwaytothebathroom

whereKgotsowascryingasLolo

smackedhimonthehead.Juniorand

RanaanhelpedKgotsogetupashe

shylyblockedhislittledick.

Agatha:What'sgoingon?

Lolo:(knockedKgotsoonthehead

withherknuckles)Andmopthis

bathroom,I'msickandtiredofhaving

youpeoplearoundhere.

Agatha:(angrily)Kantemamaka

ekareregolapisitsejaanamalatsia



whyosabuehela?Thepastfewdays

youbeenviolentonmybrothersand

sister,why?

Lolo:Setsanaifyouthinkyouareold

enoughjustbecauseyoulickanother

woman'svaginayoucangetyour

siblingsandleave,idon'thavetime

toexplainmyselftosomeonewho

can'taffordathing...Haveyou

suddenlyforgottenhowyoustayedat

thembererespot?(pointed)Bona

tswangletsamaekospotonghaele

gorekealelapisa,kennakerileng

mmaalonaaikaletse?Akereneole

tengkwaSetsanahakekgaola

Gobonaainyeletsemorotoo



tshologakogodimo?Nekelekaenna?

Haneosashenameladilotsamadi

ameakeregongwenkaboommonye,

mxmhaekareletantapajaana...

Setsana'seyeswelledupasshe

picturedwhathappenedthenatear

randownhercheek,Juniorlookedat

hiscousin'stearyeyesandlooked

backathismother...

Junior:Mamahowcouldyousaythat?

Ranaan:Mamathat'snotnice

Lolo:(missedthemwithaslap)Hey

shutuplona!



Bashalestartedsnifflinghiding

behindSetsobitingherthumb..

Lolo:(turnedtoher)Janokiwena?

(shakingshesniffled)Shutup,oseka

warefwekefwekekesagoraya

sepe.…ketaatsaaLuxelekeeheletsa

momokhinongwagagoo..(walking

away)bastard!

Bashale:(hidherfacebehindSetso

crying)Iwantmama,iwanttogo

home.

Loloturnedandpinchedhermouth



thenwaitedforhertosniffleagain

butsheheldherbreathfearfully

lookinginhereyesthenshe

straightenedupwalkingaway...

Lolo:WhenigetbackfromworkI

wantallofyougone,mongwele

mongwekogammagwe.Gakekota

masielanmahammagoasulelapha!

komabiteng...

Shewalkedinherbedroomand

slammedthedoorthenAgatha

lookedathersiblingsspeechlessly.



Sheturnedbackinherroomand

closedthedoordialingJan...

Jan:(smiled)Babes?

Agatha:(crying)Ican'ttakethis

anymore....Ican't...Thisishardfor

me.Canyoupleasesendmeairtime

kebueleCalvin

Jan:Okay,I'llsendnow.Iseverything

okay?

Agatha:Mamaischasingus,shehas

beentellingustoleavefor3days

nowandshebeatsboKgotso.What

shouldIdo?

Jan:Canicomegetyou?Aren'tyou



writingpaper2later?

Agatha:Iamwritingbuthowcani

concentratekanathekidsarenow

crying.

Jan:Justtalktothekidsandpromise

themyou'llfindawaytogetthemout

ofthere.I'lldefinitelyfindaway,i

havechaletssowecanfigure

somethingout.Calmthemdownand

sendthemtoschool,lewenaillsend

theairtime,P200oshapke

Internationalcallakere?

Agatha:Yeahit'senough

Jan:Callyourbrotherandtalktohim

maybetalktoMayatooandgetback



tome,intheendyouhavetogoto

school.Youcan'tmissyourexam

Agatha:Ok

Jan:Andbabeigotyou,callmeifyou

needanything

Agatha:Iknow,iloveyou

Jan:Iloveyoutoo,letmesendthe

airtime

Shehungupandrubbedhereyes....

AtAndrew'sHouse...

Andrewdrilledwhileholdingbothof



Baby'sbutcheeksapartassheheld

theshowerwallmoaningwithevery

deepstrokethenheleanedover

kissingherneckpulledout

decoratingherbutt,Babykneltdown

andgotitfromhimthenshesucked

itandhisballs...

Andrew:Fuuuck.....

Heturnedthewaterasitsliddown

Baby'sface,sheslowlygotupletting

theshowerwatercleansehermouth

thenAndrewpulledherneckoverand

kissedher....



Minuteslatertheywalkedoutwith

towelsasBaby'sphonerang...

Baby:Hello?

Agatha:I'mleaving

Baby:What?Why?Didmamabeat

oneofthekidsagain?

Agatha:Yesandwenaonnahela

kogoAndrew,otshabetsemamakoo.

Sinceican'tjustgotoJan'shouse

leavingmysiblingsI'lltakethem

becausesheisnotabusingJunior

andRannan



Baby:AobathoSetsanathemma

mmekagobualepapa

Agatha:Thereisnouse,don'ttellhim

becausethenhewon'tleavethe

hospital.Eachtimewetellhimwhat's

happeninghisBPgoeshigh.

Baby:I'mcomingniw

Agatha:I'matschool,I'maboutto

writeexam.I'llcallyouwhenI'mdone.

Baby:Okay...

Shehungupandsighed...

Baby:Ifthisiswhatmenopausedoes



toadultstheniwanttobemyage

untilidie

Andrew:Whathappened?

Baby:Mamaisharassingeveryone

Andrew:Idon'tknowwhysheis

actingrudebecauseeveryone

forgaveher,myparentsarguedfora

coupleofhoursandmadeupandas

farasiknowyourfatherdidn'thavea

problemwithheruntilshestarted

insultinghim.

Baby:It'sprobablymenopause,

apparentlyitmakespeoplemoody.I

havetogo.



BabyputonherthenAndrewdrove

herout....

AtMaya'shouse....

Maya'smotherinlawfinished

massagingthebabywithoiland

herbsthensheplacedheronthe

mattressasMayalaidonhertummy

pressingherphone...

Her:Stoppressingthatphoneand

eatmotogoabootogaorethodiaha

oredistitche



Maya:(laughedandstartedeating)

Aomamammakeledilegaonehela

jaanongekarekeselomodiro

Her:(laughed)Wenaoboimma,

Tshepohasnomercyifhecanget

someonelikeyoupregnant.

Maya:Butthisisthelastone,thisboy

washugeiwasscreamingand

insultingeventhemosquitoes

Her:(laughed)Oboimma,howis

yourfather?

Maya:Ithinkhewillbefine,BPya

tengntseeyakotase.Maybe

tomorrowhewillbeout.

Her:Okay



Maya:Iwishiwasn'tstuckinthe

house,apparentlymamaisharassing

herniecesandnephewssotheywant

toleavebuttheyhavenowhereelse

togobutiwanttotalktomamaand

reasonwithhersoshecantellthem

tostay.

Her:Ifshesupportedthemforso

longwithoutcomplainingwhywould

shestartnowwhentheyaregrown?

Maya:Idon'tunderstandtoo...

Nothingmakessensekamamabut

thenshenevermadesensefromthe

beginning.Ihopeidon'thateher,she

doesn'thaveremorseoverthevideo.

Shesaysit'sanoldvideobutshestill



goesonandsaythesamething

insultingmyfather.I'msodonewith

her...

Her:Youmustprayforher,parents

getdepressedtoo.Whenyouhave

healedtakeheroutandgoeatata

restaurantthentalkmaybeshewill

tellyouwhat'sbotheringherbecause,

idon'tknowherbutiknowonlyfew

peoplewillraise9childrenby

themselves,lovingthemandtreating

themequally.

Maya:Enetotashelovedusequally..

(laughed)Ibileekareiwasher

favourite..Sheeventookusoutof

privateschoolsandputallofusin



governmentschoolsonoonecould

beaboveanother.Weallgotthe

sameshareofmopakointhe

morningandcleanedaccordingtoa

timetable.Shehasbeenaperfect

mother,ijustdon'tunderstandwhy

shewouldruinthatwhenweare

grown.

Her:Sheneedsprayers,callyour

siblingstochurchandprayforher.

Maya:Maybeishoulddothat...

Attheboutique....

LaterthatmorningKenparkedthe



carthenDidigrabbedherthingsfrom

thebackandkissedhimbefore

pushingthedooropenandstepping

out...

Ken:IspoketoJanearliergatweLolo

isabusingthekidsbasisterya

gagwe,what'sthatallabout?

Didi:WaitseLolohasbeenacting

wickedandIdon'tunderstandbut

thenshehasalwaysbeenlikethat,

rememberhowsheusedtobeatme

upandforceabortions?justcrazy

things.

Ken:Yeahbut....(shookhishead



puzzled)It'sunlikeher,idon'tknow

herthatmuchbutiknowsheloves

children.It'sonethingtobeacheater

andit'sanothertobeachildabuser.

Didi:Seemslikeyouknowhermore

thaniknowherthoughigrewupwith

her

Ken:Idon'tknowmaybeI'mwrong

butit'sstupidtoraisechildrenwith

lovewhenthey'reyoungand

annoyingonlytoabusethemwhen

theyareold.Itdoesn'tmakesense.

Youshouldtalktoher,Jansounded

worriedaboutthem.Shewantsto

givethemtemporaryaccommodation



Didi:Sheshoulddefinitelydothat,

maybeLoloistiredofsupporting

them.

Ken:Buttalktoherthesekidsareher

investment,shehasdoneherjob

alreadyandsheshouldbeenjoying

thefruitsofherlabour.

Didi:I'lltalktoher,bye

Sheclosedthedoorandwalked

towardstheshoptakingouther

phoneandresearchingmoreabout

AngelDustthenshecountedthe

hourswithherfingers...



Didi:(muttered)hei..

SheclosedthetabanddialedLolo...

Lolo:Hello?

Didi:heylovekegochekeinyour

office?

Lolo:Ijustgothere

Didi:What?Otheogelamotshegare

jang?It'salmost11am

Lolo:(sighed)Huhijustdidn'tfeel

likecominggapemxm...Idon'tlike

mybosses.Theythinkhighlyof

themselves.



Didi:Ok,I'mcoming.I'mbuying

breakfast,shouldibringanything?

Lolo:Anythingisfine

Didi:Surelove

Shehungupandwalkedinher

office...

Atschool....

DuringlunchhourZaneapproached

theArtlab,throughthewindowhe

couldseeJuniorsharpeningapencil

thenhewalkedin..



Zane:HeyJaysap?

Junior:Hi..

Juniorsatdownandcontinued

drawingasZanepulledanotherchair

andlookedathim....

Zane:Bridgetisnottalkingtome,any

particularreason?

Junior:(drawing)Idon'tknow,why

don'tyouaskher?

Zanetookhispencilandhungit



abovehisearlookingathimwitha

seriousface....

Junior:You'redisturbing,bringmy

pencil

Zane:Whyisyoursisternottalkingto

me?

Junior:Idon'tknow,shedidn'tsay

anything.

Zanegothisdrawingboardand

stoodup...

Zane:Askhertobringyourthingsso



youcanfinishyourwork.

Junior:That'smyproject

Zane:So?Iwon'ttear...Justtellher

tocomegetit...(walkingaway)

Cheers!

Juniorglancedatthetimeand

hurriedout....

AttheSeniorclasses....

Minuteslaterwithwhiteheadsetsin

hisearsZaneputJunior'sboardin

hislockerandcloseditthenhesaw



Bridgetwalkingover,Shehadanew

hairdoandthatskirtwasabitshorter

thanusualbecausehecouldseeher

kneesandboydidshortskirtslook

goodwithlongsocks.hesmiled

bitinghislowerlipasBristoppedin

frontofhim...

Zane:Andshecame...HeyBri

Bridget:Canyoutakemybrotherout

ofthisplease

Zane:Outofwhat?Whyareyou

givingmeacoldshoulder?

Bridget:Ijustdon'tfeelliketalking

Zane:Notgoodenough,giveme



anotherreason.

Bridget:(sighed)Listen...Idon'twant

tohangaroundwithsexuallyactive

boy,idon'twanttogetpregnant

Zane:Ididn'tevenaskyouforsex,

whydoyouthinkiwant-ohthat...

(laughed)Iwasjustthreateninghim

forwhathedid.Ididn'tmeanitI'm

sorry

Bridget:Eitherwayyoucan'tbother

Junior

Zane:Ididn'tdoanything,ijusttook

thedrawingsoyoucantalktome

Bridget:Giveitback...



Heopenedthelockerandhandedit

toherthenheleanedoverandkissed

herforehead...

Zane:Youlookbeautifulwiththis

newthing

Bridget:(blushedabitandwalked

away)Thanks...

Zane:Willyouanswerificallyou?

Bridget:(turnedaroundwalking

backwardswithasmile)Ifyouscore

5goalsformeonyourpracticelater...

Zane:(laughedcute)Inbasketballwe

callthembasketsbabedon't

embarrassme..



Bridget:(laughedblushing)Whatever

Zane:I'llgiveyouthosethree-

pointersokay?

Shegorgeouslystuckhertongueout

andturnedaroundwalkingawayas

Zanelaughedandturnedbacktohis

locker....

Nash:(closedhislocker)Sheispretty

Dayo:(laughed)Ithinkshecuther

skirttoo

Zane:(smackedatthebackoftheir

heads)Don'tadmireher...Turn



around,what'swrongyou

TheywalkedawayasZane

suspendedhimselfbetweenthem,

Dayopushedhimawayandthey

playfullypunchedeachother..

AtLolo'sOffice...

Lolowalkedinherofficeholdingthe

letterandsatdowncrossingherlegs

chewinggumassheunfoldedthe

letter...



[

MrsAloneJohnson

TERMINATIONOFTHECONTRACT

Thisletteristoinformyouthatyour

employmentwithFridayFlight

Scenarioswillendasof(datestated)

terminationiseffective.

Youhavebeenterminatedforthe

followingreason(s):



1.Incompetence,includinglackof

productivityorpoorqualityofwork

2.Insubordination

3.Attendanceissues(frequent

absences)

4.Physicalthreatsagainstother

employees

Thisdecisionisnotreversible.

Youwillreceiveyourpayforunused

leave,severancepayandsalaryowed.

Youarerequestedtoreturnall



companypropertiesreleasedtoyou

uponarrival.Also,pleasekeepin

mindthatyouhavesigned

confidentialitypolicyandanon-

solicitationagreementwiththe

company.

Ifyouhavequestionsaboutpolicies

youhavesigned,yourcompensation,

benefits,orreturningcompany

property,pleasecontactMaitumelo

PillowattheHumanresourceoffice].

Sincerely,



MaitumeloPillow

Lolo'seyesfilledwithtearsasshe

readtheletteragainthenDidiwalked

inholdingtwobottlesofjuicesand

satdown...

Didi:Areyouokay?

Lolo:(handedhertheletter)Ijustlost

myjob,Didihowamigoingto

supportmykids?Howamigoingto

support6children?

Didi:Thisisbadandthey'resaying

thedecisionisfinal



LolorubbedhereyesasDidiopenthe

bottleofjuiceandhandedher...

Didi:Haveadrink,haveyoueaten

anythingsincemorning?

Lolo:No..

Sherubbedhertearsanddrunkhalf

thejuicewhilecrying...

Lolo:Ican'tlosemyjob....

Shefinishedthejuiceandthrewthe



bottleinthebinasDidisadlylooked

attheletterofterminationof

employment...

Didi:Thisisnotgoodwaitse,howcan

theydothistoyou?

Lolo:(sighed)Gapeallthese,idon't

rememberdoingallth-(gasped)Oh

no,Attie!Ihadanargumentwith

Aatileakere?Orwasidreaming?It's

alittleconfusing...

Didi:Aatiledoesn'twantyouanymore,

youdisrespectedhimomorogako

spateleng

Lolo:(tearfully)No,I'dneverdothat...



SomethingiswrongwithmeDidi,i

keepseeingthings.Iseesnakesand

sometimesiseecreaturesthatdon't

makesense,ihearvoicesandican't

sleepatnight

Didiglancedatthetimeonherphone

andcontinuedlisteningtoher...

Lolo:Amicrazy?

Didi:No,you'renot...Ofcoursenot...

Don'tyouseebabiesorsomething?

Lolo:No

Didi:Unbornbabiesorsomething?



Lolo:No,why?

Didi:Justasking

Lolosighedandleanedbacklooking

attheletteragainthenshetoreitinto

halfandstoodup...

Lolo:Mxm.....Fokofabafotsekele

kookatironyanayabone.Okaeene

MrFridaywateng?Akereibeenfired

sogakelopelenix

Shegrabbedherhandbagandwalked

outasDidipickedthejuicebottleand



putitinherhandbagfollowingher

outsideasshescreamedacrossthe

passage...

Lolo:(putherhandsaroundher

mouthscreaming)FRIDAY?FRIDAY

YOSWAEN!DON'TTHINKIDON'T

KNOWYOU'REFIRINGMEBECAUSEI

REFUSEDTOSUCKYOURBIGDICK6

MONTHSAGO....(laughed)YOU

HAVEANICEONETHOUGHSHEM...

TELLZAMBOTHATIKNOWHIS

TWIMBROTHERPOKESTHE

DRAINS...IKNOWHETAPSASS

Didi:Heywenashhh....Wheredidyou



getthat?Shh

MrFridayopenedtheofficedoorand

lookedatherasotheremployees

stucktheirheadsouttheiroffices

lookingatherthenheturnedtohis

PA...

MrFriday:Callsecurityandgether

outofhere...

ThePAimmediatelygrabbedthe

telephoneandcalledsecurity....



MeanwhileDidisupportedLoloas

theywalkeddownthestairswhere

theyfound2securityofficeswaiting

forthem...

Lolo:Don'tyoudaretouchmekoore

maschuritylerileng,jaanaabole

iponalemapodisidilotsedi

amogelangfaefehandretetse

Didi:(smiledatthem)Pleasedon't

mindher

Securityman:Ammecoworkers

gadiatsenyasomethinginherdrink?

Thisladynevertalkstouslikethis,

never!Lehantsegotweng.Koreado



youbelieveMrsJowouldtalktous

likethis?

Korea:It'sunlikeher..Letmesee

something.Ihadabrotherwhodid

drugssometimeshewouldactrude

fornoreason..Letme

Hesteppedovertryingtolookin

Lolo'seyesbutDidipushedhim

back...

Didi:Don'ttouchher,that'ssexual

abuse,areyoutryingto-

Korea:No,iwasjust-



Didi:Don'ttouchher..

Lolo:(pushedhimback)Neareo

ntiraeng?

Didi:Nnaketaitse,ija

Theygotinthecaranddroveoffas

thesecurityguardsbrushedthemoff

andwentonwiththeirday....

AtLolo'sHouse.....

LaterthatafternoonJanreversedon

thedoorandjumpedoutopeningthe

trunkasAgathaandhersiblings



loadedtheirthingsasJuniorand

Ranaansadlywatched...

Agatha'sphonerang...

Agatha:Hello?

Carl:Hey

Agatha:Hi,weareleaving.Janfound

ahouse

Carl:Canitalktoher?

Jan:Hello?

Carl:Heymanthanksforeverything

Jan:Sure,don'tworryaboutit



Carl:IjustarrivedinSirSeretse

KhamaAirportandI'dgetthenext

onetoMaunbutihavetogetmy

papersatministryofhealthandsee

whereI'vebeenplacedbecausethere

isconfusionastowhetherkeMaun

orFrancistown

Carl:Alright,noproblem.Don'tworry

aboutthekids,Agathaandiwilltake

careofthemfornow.

Carl:Sure,thanks...

Minuteslatertheygotinthecarand

leftasJuniorandRanaansatonthe

stooplonely....



Atthehospital....

Sediangrilystormedintheroomas

Babypickedherfather'sbagwith

Aatileputtingonhisshoesholding

hisprescription...

Sedi:(angrilypointed)Youknowwhat?

Thankyou!Thankyouverymuchfor

lettingyourwifeabusemydaughter.

Ifyouthinkshewillevervisityouyou

mustforgetit.Itrustedyou

Aatile:Ididn'tknowshewoulddo

that.Youknowshehasnever



touchedherbeforeandshehas

spentweeksinourhousecountless

times

Sedi:Nowyouknowsonexttimeyou

wanttoseeheryou'llsitinfrontof

myhouseandseeherthenleave.

Andtellmosadimogolowagagogore

mogongwanakegakebate,gase

nakoeleampetsadimpamakoBig

tree.Alekemogongwanakewa

swaba...

ThedooropenedthenLolowalkedin

withDidi,Sedichargedatherand

punchedheronthefaceasshefell



down...

Sedi:(angrilystompedonher)Never

touchmydaughterbitchdoyouhear

me?,never!

BabyandAatilepulledherbackas

DidihelpedLolotogetup....

Sedi:I'llkillyouiftouchmydaughter

Lolo:Megoneenekemoshimegile

akere

Aatile:Lolowee?Didimala



Sediboiledtryingtopassbetween

AatileandBabywhoblockedherthen

DidipulledLolooutsideandleftwith

her....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtBayang'sHouse...

Bayangfixedtheleakageunderthe

sinkwhileBridgetmadeherselfa

sandwichbythecounterthenJunior

walkedinandstoodnexttohis

father'sfeet....

Bayang:Don'tturnthetaps

Junior:(leanedagainstthecounter)

Papawereyouoneofthetoughest



guysinschoolorthequiteones?

Bridget:(puttingthelettuceinthe

fridge)Hewasoneofquietones

becausetoughsexyguysare

generallystupid.

Bayang:(laughed)Anddon'tyou

forgetit

Junior:Butgirlsstillwantthemlike

thatright?

Bridget:Yes

Bayang:Bristayoutofit...Thelast

timeicheckediwaspapa..(frowned

lookingatherinhotpants)Whendid

youbuythose?

Bridget:Lastweek



Bayang:Ihopeyouneverleavethe

housewiththose,they'retooshort

Junior:Papayoudidn'tanswerme

Bayang:Iwasjustanormalstudent.

Ingovernmentschoolsallthe

studentsbehavewell,thereisno

toughguysandwhatnot...Andifyou

misbehavenoonehangswithyou.I

don'tknowaboutthesedaysbutit

wasjustlikethatandgirlslovedguys

whopassed.Iwasdoingpure

sciencesanditwasaverybigdeal

backinthedays.

Junior:okay,iguessthisdoesn't

applythere.Tellmeaboutuniversity...



Wereyoutough?

Bayang:What'sthisreallyabout?

Junior:(sighedfrustratedly)Idon't

understandwhyotherpeopleare

roughandmean,Zaneharassedme

atschooltodayandheisyounger

thanmewhichmakesmelook

retardedbutican'tbringmyselftobe

rude.Howdoyouhandlethat?

Bridget:Zaneisnotrough,heisjust

tooplayfulandhedoesstupidthings

butheisactuallyaniceperson.

Junior:IwastalkingtoPapa

Bayang:BrigowatchTV...



Bridgetgrabbedhersandwichand

drinkthenshewalkedoutasBayang

slidoutoftheshelfandleaned

againstitlookingupatJunior's

worriedface....

Bayang:Whathappened?

Junior:Iwasdoingmyprojectatthe

labandthenZanecamein,heasked

mewhyBriwasn'ttalkingtohim.I

didn'tknowwhyandiguesshedidn't

likemyanswerthenhetookmy

pencilputbehindhisearlookingat

melikehewasthreateningmethen

hetookmydrawingboardsayingifi



wantitimusttellBritogogetit.I

didn'tlikeitbecauseinevertrouble

anyonebutotherstudentsalways

findwaystoembarrassme.Firstit

wasmyweight,itookcareofthatbut

nowijustfeellikeI'mstupidall

together.

Bayang:AreyouscaredofZane?

Junior:Ican'tfight,idon'tknowhow

tofight

Bayang:Youdon'thavetofight.You

canjustfacehimandtellhimyou

don'tlikesomething.

Junior:Youdon'tunderstandhowitis,

hethinksheownstheschoolandhe



hangswithbadkids.NashandDayo

arealwaysondetentionforeither

sayinginappropriatethingstoother

studentsorjustanything.

Bayang:Itdoesn'tmatter,youhaveto

beseriousandstandupforyourself

Junior.You'vegottogrowup

becauseican'tprotectyoufromlittle

thingslikethissoyouhavetobe

tough

Junior:Okay

Bayang:AndifZaneistalkingtoBri

youhavetobeinapositiontoprotect

hershouldhestartactingcrazy.You

wantedasiblingandyouhaveitso



youmusttoughenup.Wouldyou

wanttojoinKarateatthegym?Seo

hasakarateclubthere

Junior:I'dlikethat...

Bayang:I'lltalktohimsoyoucan

start...Anddon'tcompareyourselfto

me,ilivedinadifferentplaceand

time.Betoughokay?

Junior:Okay.

AtLolo'sHouse....

Babyandhersiblingssatintheliving

roomonthecouchwiththeTVoff



listeningastheirparentsargued

loudlyatthebedroomthenJunior

stoodupandgrabbedhisphone...

Junior:I'mgoingout,thisiscrazy

Baby:Junioryoucan'tleave,iwantto

goseeAndrewsalaleRan

Junior:Aennakeatsamaa.

HewalkedoutthenAatilewalkedout

ofthebedroomcarryinghisbagand

putitinthecarasLolofoldedher

armsatthemaindoor.



BabyandRanaanwatchedasAatile

walkedbackforhiscoatandlaptop...

Lolo:You'rebeingacoward..

Aatile:(walkedpasther)Definitely,I'd

neverbebraveenoughtomakea

video.(tothekids)GuysI'llseeyou

tomorrow..

Ranaan:Daddycanicomewithyou?

Please

Aatile:Let'sgo...

Ranranbehindhimasheput

everythinginthecarandopenedthe



frontdoorforhimthenLolowalked

over...

Lolo:Babepleasedon'tgo,wemade

somuchprogress.

Aatile:Idon'tknowwhatyouwant

fromme,oneminuteyou'resaying

thisandthenextyou'resayingthat.I

can'tdothisandit'sbestimoveout

becauseidon'twanttofightinfront

ofthekids.

Lolo:(tearfully)Babeplease....

(rubbedherhandstogether)Don'tgo,

Idon'tremembersayingthat.Idon't

remembersomeofthethingsyou're



sayingIsaidbutI'msorry.

Aatile:Wow,soyoudon'tremember?

Lolo:Iremembersomeofthethings

butIdon'trememberothers.

Aatile:You'vegotquiteaselective

memory,muchrespect.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoutthen

shewalkedbackinthehouseand

closedthedoor.

Sheknockedonthebedroomdoor

andwalkedinasBabychangedher

clothesandsatonthemirrorfixing



herhair...

Lolo:Babyareyousureitoldchildren

toleave?

Baby:Youdidn'tjusttellthemyou

beatthem.I'mdisappointedmama

butIwon'tsaymuchbecauseyou

alwaysgetangryandviolent.

Lolo:Likebeatingyou?(Babyturned

andlookedather)I'mjustasking

becauseI'mtryingtounderstand

Baby:(sighedandstoodup)Nna

keyakogoAndrew...



Shesprayedherselfandgotherbag

walkingoutasLolofollowedher...

Lolo:Whatelsedidido?Tellme

abouttodayhela..

Baby:Youdon'thavepretendthatyou

don'trememberanythingmama..

(turnedlookingather)You'retearing

thisfamilyapart,weweresupposed

tobecelebratingCarl'sarrivalbut

nowyouchasedeveryoneaway.I

hopeyou'reproudofyourself,maybe

you'rerightregotsosetsamodumo

andyouwantpeace.Tonightyou'll

sleeponthishousebyyourselfin



peace.It'syourhouseanyway.I've

gotmyownhouseicanmoveout

anytimeiwant,icanaffordtoleave

thisplacemamabecausethehouse

MaOleftformegivesmeenough,i

neverthoughtmysemesterbreak

wouldbethisdramatic.Goodnight...

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

asLolosatonthecouch,thehouse

wasextremelyquietthenshepulleda

cushionunderherheadandlaid

downthoughtfully.

Everythingwasconfusingandshe



wonderedwhatshewaslivingfor,

shegotupandwalkedinthekitchen

whereshelookedattheknives...

Perhapstheywouldn'tkillherthen

sheturnedlookingatthecookinggas

cylinder......

AtSedi'sHouse....

LateronthatnightAatileknockedon

thedoorholdingRanaan'swristthen

Sediopenedthedoorinherpyjamas..



Sedi:Whatnow?

Aatile:Weneedaplacetosleep?

Sedi:Myboyfriendishome

Aatile:(walkedin)Right...

Shesighedandclosedthedoorthen

sheheldherwaist...

Sedi:Idon'thavespace,Ranisthe

onlyoneicanaccommodate

Aatile:I'lljuststandhereuntil

morningthen

Sedi:(rolledhereyes)Mxm...(puther

armaroundRanaan)let'sgotobed



papa...Didheeat?

Aatile:Wehadsomethingontheway

Sedi:Alright...

SediledhimtoBashale'sroomwhere

shegrabbedherpyjamasandhanded

himwhileheandBashalaughedat

thepinkpyjamas...

Sedi:(laughed)Youdon'thavea

choice...

Helaughedandworethemthenshe

peeledtheduvetandcoveredthem



whileAatilequietlywatchedherfrom

thedoor...

Sedi:Okay,let'scloseoureyesand

pray..Beeleadus

Basha:Dearheavilyfather,thankyou

forawonderfulday.Thankyoufor

givingmeanicemomandanicedad

andanicefamilyandanicehouse.I

thankyouinthenameofourlord

JesusChristAmen

All:(withAatile)Amen

Theyallturnedandlookedathimas

hesmiledlookingatthem...



Aatile:Goodnight

Both:Goodnight...

Sedi:Nightguys

ShegotupandwalkedoverasAatile

lookedatherwidehipsandnicelegs

thensheplayfullyslappedhis

foreheadandflickedthechildren's

switches...

Sedi:Olebileeng?Ija

Aatile:(laughed)Ilikethecolorof

yourpyjamas...



Sedi:Mxm...Didyoubath?

Aatile:Yeah

Sedi:Iwanttomaketeaareye

kitcheneng

Hefollowedherandhoppedonthe

counterwatchinghermaketeaintwo

cups...

Sedi:So,iguessyourdiscussion

didn'tendwell

Aatile:No,I'mmovingout.Iwanta

divorce.Marriageneverlovedme

Sedi:Okho!wena?Kamosotabeele



I'mgoingbacktomywife,nnatherra

gakegorutwekemotho.

Aatile:Notthistime,I'mtiredof

runningaroundincircleskesamoveh

forward.I'drathergiveitatrywith

someoneelseandseewhereitall

goesbecausewithLoloit's

predictable.

Sedi:(handedhimthecup)Waiisayit

tosomeonewhowillbelieveyou

Helaughedgettingdownandputit

onthecounterlookinginhereyesas

sheavoidedlookingathimand

turnedwalkingawaythenheslowly



pulledherarmturningheraroundand

shelookedinhiseyessmiling...

Sedi:Youjustwanttohurtmeakere?

Keabonnekerekeanonawa

simololaRragweViv

Heuntiedherrobeandpushedit

downlookinginhereyesasshe

swallowedlookingathislips,she

knewhewasjustfrustratedand

wantedtotakeouthisfrustrationon

something.Sheknewhemightsay

somethingdifferentinthemorning,it

wasViv'sdadandsheknewhimbut



stillshelethimdropthegownpull

hercheekoverasheclosedhiseyes

kissingher...

Hekissedherandturnedheraround

facingthecounterashekissedher

neckstandingbehindher,hisboner

pokedherbuttthensherubbedit

abovethejeansasheslowly

unzippedthemanddroppedthem

thenhekissedherneckagain

polishinghisblackveinedDandslid

thetipasSediflinchedandmoved

herbuttaway.



Hesquattedbehindherandburied

hisfacebetweenherbehindeating

her assheturnedhereyes

moaning...

Sedi:(moaningsoftly)Oh

God...mmmmmmmm

_____________andstooduppolishing

hisweaponthenhesqueezedhimself

inherassheslowlymovedawaybut

heputhisarmaroundherwaist

pullingheroverandslidalltheway

in...



Sedi:Shit....Ok..Ok...OK...

Hespankedherroundbuttsand

squeezedherttsbeforedrillingas

sheinstantlyoiledhim.....

AtDidi'sHouseHouse....

LaterthatnightZaneslowlygotup

andputonhisclothesandsneakers

thenhetiptoedoutandquietly

passedhisparent'sroomthen

walkedoutthekitchendoorand

locked...



HewalkedoutthegatedialingDayo...

Dayo:Hello?

Zane:Whereareyou?

Dayo:Mainroad,shouldIflashthe

lights?

Zane:RunX?Iseeyou

Dayo:Alright...

Minuteslaterhejumpedinthe

backseatasNashsatinthefront..



Zane:Doyouhavealicence?

Dayo:No,you?

Zane:Yeahbutidoubtitworkshere,

it'saclassD.

Nash:Getbehindthewheel,it'sbetter

thannothing.Atleastwewillsaywe

didn'tknow.

ZaneandDayoswitchedseatsand

hejoinedtheroad...

Nash:Let'spickSuziefirst,areyou

pickingBri?

Zane:Ihavetocallherfirst,ithink



herdadisonthenightshift.It

shouldn'tbedifficult..

Zane'sphonerang...

Zane:Hello?

Junior:Hey,sap?KeJunior

Zane:Whichone?Thereisthousands

ofJunior'satschool

Junior:AatileJr.WTFyoudeletedmy

number?

Zane:(laughed)OhJay,what'sup?I

changedphonesman

Junior:I'mbored,thereissomuch



goingonathome.Whereareyou?I

wanttoplaygamesorsomething

Zane:Whereareyou?I'llpickyouup

Junior:I'mpassingSediehotel,just

walking

Zane:CoolI'mcoming

HehungupandmadeaturnasNash

putthememorystickandturnedthe

volume,Dayopulledthebottlesof

beerbehindtheseat...

Dayo:Guysdon'tspillbeeronthe

seats,thiscarisforsaleIstoleit



frommydad'sgarageearlierbefore

closingtime.

Nashopenedthebeerandsippedas

Zaneglancedatthem...

Zane:Ican'tdrinkanddrive,giveme

ajuice

Dayo:Thereisnojuice

Zane:thecoinsihaveareforBri's

simbachips,galenaP10?

Nash:Nah

Zane:Bring.



Theyhandedhimabottleofbeer

thenhesippedandcontinued

driving...

AtLolo'sHouse...

Alittleaftermidnightunabletosleep

Lologotupandsatontheedgeof

thebedthoughtfullyandabitof

soberedthenshetookherphoneand

tappedonGoogle...

Searching....



"Howdoiknowifcoworkersare

druggingme?"

"I'mconfused,Memoryloss,violent,

hearvoices"

"Idon'trememberareasonable

numberofhoursduringtheday"

"Drugsthatmakeonehallucinate"

Afterreadingseveralarticlesshe

dialedCalvin....

Carl:(sleepy)Hello?..........

LIKETOGETAWEEKENDBONUS,



Goodnight....

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.[9/4,12:21AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me
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AtLolo'sHouse...



Lolo:HiCarl,howareyou?

Carl:I'mfine.

Lolo:Ithinksomeoneisdruggingme

atworkwithsomething,ihavebeen

behavingoddly.

Carl:Sothatvideoisfake?

Lolo:(sigheddisappointedly)You

sawittoo?

Carl:Mamayoudon'thavetocreate

allkindsofstoriestojustifyyour

tiredness,it'sokayifyoucan't

supportusanymore.Iunderstand

thatteensareexpensivebutit'snot

liketheyeatyourfoodandtakeout



yourpocketthatmuchbecausethe

governmentisalreadydoingthatfor

us.Youweredone,Ijustdon't

understandhowyoucanbeimpatient

onthelastminutebuteitherway

you'llalwaysbemymotherandI'llbe

gratefulforthegoodlifeyougaveme

andmysiblings.I'mverysadthatyou

physicallyabusedthematleastifit

wasemotionalabuseuntiligetthere

butit'sfinemama,youdidyourbest.

I'mhangingup

Lolo:Don'thangupthephone,listen

tome.Someoneisdruggingmeat

workbecauseIwasabouttobe

promotedagain.Thevideoistrue



andit'soldbutI'mseeingthingsand

hearingvoices.SomeofthethingsI

don'tevenrememberdoingthem.

Carlyou'remylasthope,ifyoudon't

believemeitwillbetheendofme.

Please,you'remysonandyouknow

meverywell,Iamstrictbutphysically

abuseachild?

Carl:(sighedwiththebenefitofthe

doubt)I'llbeinMaunaroundLunch

timetomorrow,ifit'sreallydrugs

thenyourbloodsamplesmustbe

collectedbeforeitwashesoffyour

system.Canyoutalktodadsohe

cangetyoursamples?Askhimtodo

adrugtest,hecandoitbyhimselfin



thelabwithoutconsultinganyone

becauseheistheonewhodoesthe

testingibilennakeuselessbecausei

don'tevenknowwhereI'vebeen

placed.Bualepapa

Lolo:Heleft

Carl:Gofindhim,areyouableto

drive?Aren'tyoufeelingwoozyorany

otherfeeling?

Lolo:(shelookedaroundasimages

becamedistorted)IthinkI'llbeokay...

Carl:Ok,go..Hecandothetextnow

whileit'satnightbeforemore

hospitalstuffbatheogelaandstart

blubbering.keepupdatingme.



Lolo:Bye

Shehungupandgotdressed...

AtSedi'sHouse....

HourslaterSediandAatilecuddled

onthecouchchattingandcatching

upthenaknockinterruptedtheir

laugher,SedipickedAatile'st-shirt

andputitonthenshewalked

barefoottothedoorandopened.

Lololookedathermesseduphair



andherhusband'st-shirtthenshe

lookedbehindherandsawAatile

layingshirtlessonthecouchinhis

shorts...

Sedi:Canihelpyou?

Lolo:Canwetalk?Outside...Please..

Sheslidherfeetinhersleepershoes

andclosedthedoorfoldingherarms

leaningagainstthedoor...

Sedi:Ihopethisisaboutyoupinching

daughter



Lolo:Iknowwehavehadourfightsin

thepastbutIpromiseyouI'dnever

hurtAatile'schildrenbecausehe'd

neverhurtachild.Youknowdeep

downinyourheartthatI'veneverhurt

herbefore.Ithinksomeoneis

messingwithmeatworkdrugging

mebecauseIcan'texplainsomeof

mybehavior.I'mnotmakingexcuses

butI'msurethereisabetter

explanationthanmebeinganevil

stepmother.Let'sjustbehonest...Do

youreallythinkI'vehurtyour

daughterbefore?

Sedi:(sighedcalmingdown)No...

(lookingather)Andyoulook...



Um(movedover)Cani?

Lolo:(desperatelymovedcloserto

Sedi)Yesplease,check...Iforgot

you'reamedicalthing...Dowhatever

youhavetodo.Wecangetinsideso

youcanseeclearly

Sedi:Yeahyou'redefinitelyonto

something,howdidyoudrivehere?

Lolo:Itwashardbutihadtocontrol

mymindandconcentrate,

sometimestheroadkindofgot

distortedbutI'dpulloffandtake

breakbeforedrivingagain.Canitalk

toAatile?

Sedi:Okay...



Lolo:(tearfullyrubbedhereyeshiding

herjealousy)Thankyou

Sediturnedandthoughtabout

somethingforaminute,shenoticed

shewasinhist-shirtanditexplained

whyhertearswererunningthough

shewasn'tsayinganythingthenshe

turnedandlookedinhereyes

tearfully...

Sedi:Andnothinghappenedbetween

Aatileandi

Lolo:(tearfully)Youdon'thavetolie,

heismyhusbandandiknowhim.



Sedi:(tearfully)I'mnotahome

breakerandiknowhelovesyou

Lolo:Idon'tjudgeotherwomen

anymore,heisthefatherofyourchild

andheleftyouosantseomorata.I

understandthat,isleptwitha

marriedmanbeforeandiunderstand

whyyou'resleepingwithmine.

Sedi:(rubbedhertear)AndI'mreally

gladyoudidn'tabusemydaughter

intentionallybecauseilikedhowyou

wantedhertoknowherfamilyand

tookheronweekends.Notmany

wivesdothatabouttheirhusband's

children.Ihopethisdrugdoesn't

haveanylongtermeffectsonyou



Lolo:Soyoubelieveme?

Sedi:Yes,youhavebeendrugged

Lolosighedinreliefandtearfully

huggedher...

Lolo:Someonebelievesme,

someonebelievesme...

Sedireluctantlyhuggedherbackand

secretlyrubbedhertears.Though

shelethimtake3roundsonhershe

knewhewouldleavethenext

morningafterblowingoffsome



steambutshedidn'tthinkitwould

hurtthewayitdid.

Sedi:Takemmitse..

Lolo:Thanks

TheyletgoofoneanotherthenSedi

walkedbackinsideclosingthedoor,

Loloimmediatelycoveredhermouth

cryingsilently,shecouldsmellhimall

overherandthethoughtofwhat

happenedbrokeherheartattack.

Lolo:(whispering)Godpleasegive



thestrength...Please...Ilovemy

husband.I'msorryforhurtinghim.I

knowthetearshecriedformecanfill

abucketbutpleasedon'ttakehim

awaybecauseofmyyouthmistakes...

Thedooropenedthenshequickly

rubbedoffhertearsandtookadeep

breathasAatilezippedhissweater

lookingatherwithoutanyfacial

expression...

Aatile:Whatdoyouwant?

Lolo:Um....Sedididn'tsayanything?

Aatile:Nowhatdoyouwant?Areyou



heretofight?Harassme,harassSedi

andbeateveryonelikeyoualwaysdo?

Loloshookherheadtearfullylooking

inhiscoldeyes...

Lolo:Nobabe,I'mnotfighting...I

thinksomeoneisdruggingme.

Pleasetestmybloodsample

Aatile:Gotothehospitalifyouthink

youneedhelp,I'mnotadoctor

Lolo:Butdoctorscometoyoufor

bloodtests,pleaseSedibelievesme.

Don'tyoubelieveme?



Aatile:Loloidon'tknowwhatto

believe,maybeyou'retakingdrugs

andnowyouwantapityparty.Idon't

knowwhyyouarecomingtomenow

becauseaccordingtoyourown

wordsYOUMARRIEDTHEWRONG

ONEsonowyouseemeasuseful?

Lolo:Ishouldn'thavesaidthat,it's

beenyearsbutishouldn'thave.

Pleasehelp

Aatile:Gotothehospital,theywill

helpyou.Itslate,I'msleepingandi

wantadivorce.I'mnotdivorcing

becauseoftheoldvideo,I'm

divorcingbecauseI'mnothappy.

Throughoutalltheseyearsi



suppressedmyselfhopingthings

wouldchangebut..

Lolo:Butthingschangedbabe,we

madeprogress

Aatile:Wedidn't,you'restillincharge

ofthathousehold.Youmakethe

rulesandifollowjusttobewithyou

becauseiloveyoumorethanyou

loveme.Ican'tdoitanymore.

Lolo:Justbecauseidon'tknowhow

tobesubmissivedoesn'tmeanIdon't

loveyouorrespectyou.Igrewupina

homewithoutafathersoidon'tknow

whatfathersaresupposedtodo

that'swhyidoeverythingbutyou



knoweachtimeyoutellmewhatI

shoulddo,idoitandiappreciateit.I

feltsogoodmalobawhenyousolved

ourchildren'sissues.Forthefirst

timeienjoyedbeingawifeand

watchingmyhusbandtakecareof

things.Iwantthat.Someoneis

druggingmesaveme...Justone

moretimeandI'llsubmitmyself

wholeheartedly.

Aatile:Ican't,I'msorry.I'mdeciding

totaketheeasywayoutbecauseI'm

tiredofbeingapuppet.Iwanttobe

whereI'mappreciatedandtreated

likeideserveto.Iamagoodman

andiknowit,theonlymistakeimade



wastobewithawomanwhodoesn't

seethatinmeandialmostbelieved

I'mnotmanenoughbutnotanymore.

Iwantmysonstoknowthatthey

deserveawomanwhorespectsthem

ortheymustwalkawayfromit.Same

asmydaughters,iftheymeetaman

whodoesn'trespectthem.Theymust

leave.I'msorryifthatmakesmebad.

Lolotearfullylookedinhiseyesand

rubbedtears...

Lolo:(laughedasherheartbroke)

Thefunnythingisidon'tblameyou,I



don'tblameSediforhavingsexwith

youjustnow.Youtriedsomany

timesandyesyoudeserverespect

theonlypainfulthingisichanged

whenitwaslateandwhoever

druggedmedestroyedmymarriage.

Shehurtmyhusbandbecauseican

seeyou'rehurting,youcan'tcrybut

I'dbehurtifIsawyoudoingwhati

wasdoing.You'reagoodmanfornot

killingme,otherswouldhavelong

killedmeforthatI'llalwaysrespect

you.Youtriedyourbest,ifailed...

You'rethestrongestmaniknow.

AatilelookeddownasLolostepped



overandhuggedhimthenhehugged

hertightlyandkissedherhair....

Lolo:I'msorry

Aatile:I'msorrytoo...

Lolo:Willthehospitalhelpme?

Aatile:They'llhelpyou.Letmewhat

drugitis

Lolo:Okay,doyoumindnottelling

thechildrenaboutthedivorceuntil

wehavedealtwiththerecentdrama?

Aatile:Iwon'tsayanythingandI'll

findahousetomorrowandmoveout.

Lolo:Canibetheonetoexplainwhy



you'removingout?

Aatile:Sure,noproblem.

Lolo:Goodnight

Aatile:Night,youshouldtakethose

resultstothepolicesotheycanopen

aninvestigation.Maybeitwillexplain

yourbehaviourtoyouremployerand

theycanreversetheirdecisionmaybe

evenfirewhoeverdidthis.

Lolo:OhmyGod,thanksIdidn'tthink

aboutthat...(smiled)thanks

Aatile:Night...

Shefoundherwaytothecarand



carefullydrovetothehospital....

AtBayang'sHouse....

LaterthatnightJuniorheardthedoor

closingandcarefullylistenedthenhe

gotupandlookedoutside,through

thefrontwindowhecouldsee

BridgetrunningoffwithZanethenhe

wentforthedoorandranafterthem...

Junior:Hey!Hey?

Theypausedbeforeopeningthegate



thenJuniorwalkedover...

Junior:Bridgetwhatareyoudoing?

Bri:(stammering)I'm...I'm...Weare

chillinginthecar

Junior:Wearingsuchashortskirt?

Zane:Sheisnotleaving,weareinthe

car

Junior:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou...(tohis

littlesister)Brigetbackinthehouse...

Zane:Brilet'sgo..

ZanesteppedoverlookingatJunior...



Zane:Areyouchallengingme?

Junior:KetaagobetsaZaneautwa?

Nxla...(angrily)BridgetIsaidget

backinthehouse!It'slate

Bridgettearfulwalkedbehindthen

Zanetriedtoholdherarm,Juniorbit

hislowerlipandpunchedhimonthe

jaw,Zanefellbackthenhekicked

himonthechest...

MeanwhileinthecarDayoturnedand

sawsomekindofconfrontationat

thegateasBridgetscreamed...



Dayo:Bri'sdadcaughtthem

Nash:Shit...Let'sgo...

Junior:Andleavehim?

Nash:Ican'tbecaughthere,mydad

wouldkillme

Junior:(steppedout)MxmI'mgetting

out...

JuniorsteppedoutthenNashjumped

behindthewheelanddroveoff....

MeanwhileBridgetpulledJuniorback

buthepushedheroffasshefellon

thesandthenhestompedonZane's



stomach,Zanegrabbedhisfootand

trippedhimdownthenhecrawled

overandpunchedhimontheface.

Bridget:Juniorstop!Zane?Zane?

(jumpedrubbingherhandstogether

panicked)Stopit!

JuniorgrabbedZanebythecollars

andheadedhimimmediately

splashingbloodasZanemelted

layinghisheaddownasAatileJrran

throughthegateandrestrictedJr

blockinghim...



Aatilejr:Stop!HeySuper

stop.....You'llkillhim...

Junior:(movingback)Nxla....Zaneo

batagontwaelaelennake..

Aatilejr:Butthat'senough,heis

drunk...

Juniordustedhispantsandspaton

thesideasBridgetkneltnexttoZane

holdinghisheadashebledonher

thigh....

Bridget:Zane?Canyouhearme?

AatileJr:Yourfriendsranoff



Junior:That'swhatcouldhave

happenedhadyouranintoany

troublewiththatcar,lothekabothree

jaanayou'danswerforit.(pushedhis

sisteraside)Don'ttouchhimlikethat

heisnotababy...

TheguyshelpedZaneupandwalked

inthehouseheadingtothebathroom

whereZaneleanedoverthesink

washinghisface...

Bridget:Juniorican'tbelieveyoudid

this

Junior:Getout!



AatilejrandBridgetsteppedbackas

Juniorclosedthedoorandfoldedhis

armslookingatZaneasheliftedhis

headandglaredathimonthemirror...

Junior:Doyourememberwalking

fromschoolpiggybackingFaithwith

yourmothercarryingasackof

Tsabana?Howhungryyoulooked

andhowfastyouatethegrapesi

gaveyou,howineachtwograpesi

gaveyouyougaveFaith?How

gratefulyouwerefortheballigave

you?



Hewastipsybuttheimageswere

clearerthanHD,itwasthememories

hetriedtoreplacethroughouthislife

becausetheybroughttearstohis

eyes...

Junior:That'stheJunioriknow,

Hangingwiththoserichkidswon't

takeawaythosememoriesandthe

samethingthatmadeyousharethe

grapeswithFaithisthesamething

thatmademebeatyouupfortrying

totakemysisteratmidnightwhen

you'redrunkanddriving.Thisisnot



whoyouwerebeforeyouleftandit

doesn'tsuityou.Youmighthave

gainedweightandmusclebutyou're

stillmylittlebrotherandyoushould

respectme.I'mnotrudebecausei

don'twanttohurtotherpeople's

feelingsnotbecauseidon'thave

hands.Ijustrespectotherpeopleand

itwouldbeniceifyoutryittoo.Every

girlwholikesyouatschoollikesyou

forhowyoulookandthewayyou

playbasketballnotbecauseyou're

rude.You'regoingtofailandgoback

toeatingTsabanaasnaadult,you'll

behavingchildrenjustsoyoucanget

freeTsabana.Ourparentswon'tlive



forever...

Zaneclosedthetapandsatonthe

edgeofthebathtubstaringatthe

wall...

Junior:You'rethepastor'sson,you

standbeforethousandsofpeople

everySundaysingingsongsofpraise

andworship.Mother'sandfathers

envyyouandgirlswantyoubecause

theythinkyou'rewise.Nobodyhas

noticedthisnewbehaviour,stop

beforeeveryonelosesrespectforyou.

Stopbeforeyouembarrassyour



father.You'redestroyingyourimage.

Youdon'thavetoruninpackstobe

theit,youcanbepowerfulbyyourself

andyou'vebuiltthatimagealready.

Don'tdestroyit...

Zanepinchedthebridgeofhisnose

andrubbedhistears...

Junior:ImagineifIwasathug,these

guyswouldhavejustranofleaving

youwithBriatthistimeofthenight

andthat'sthefriendshipyouwant?

Youcandobetterthanthat...



Juniorsteppedoutandclosedthe

doorwalkingintothelivingroom

whereAatileJrwassittingfacing

Bridget,Juniorputacushionon

Bridget'sthighsandsatdown...

Junior:Soyou'repartofacrewtoo?

Alothaschanged

AatileJunior:I'mnot,wehaven'tbeen

togetherinawhilejustlikeihaven't

beenseeingyou.Wemettodayandi

didn'tknowtheyweredrinking...

Zanewalkedoutofthebathroom

wipinghimselfandsatonthecouch



lookingatJunior...

Zane:Canimakeacallsomydad

canpickme?

Junior:Howareyougoingtoexplain

beingdrunk?

Bri:Youcansleepoverandgointhe

morning

Zane:(sighed)Ok

Junior:ButI'msleepingwithallthe

guysinmyroomorI'msleepingwith

Bri

Zane:Iwon'ttouchher,comeon

Junior:Arewedoingthisagain?



Zane:I'mjustsaying,nevermind.

Junior:AndZanesleepsbehindme,

let'sgo...

Theguyslaughedandfollowedhim

tothebedroom.....

Junior:AndsleepBri,goodnight

Bridget:Goodnight....

AttheCriminalInvestigation

Department...

Adetectivewalkedinwhistlingand



pulledachairlookingatLologoing

throughLolo'sstatement.....

Him:Okay...Soatthispointeveryone

inyourlifeisasuspectssowehave

toeliminateeveryonefromthelist,i

amnotaccusingyourhusbandbut

thespouseisalwaysthefirstsuspect.

Isyourhusbandcapableofdoingthis?

Lolo:No,hehasbeeninthehospital,

whenallthisstartedhewasn'thome.

Him:Okay...I'llconfirmthatlater,is

hehavinganaffair?Couldhis

girlfriendbedoingthistoperhaps-

Lolo:No,it'ssomeoneatwork.Idon't



haveenemies.Ihavebeenmakingso

muchprogressatworkandiwas

abouttobepromotedyetagain.

Him:Lolo,don'tdirectme...The

evidencewilldirectmeokay?

Lolo:Okaykanakegoreyou're

waistingtimesuspectingboAatile,i

don'thaveenemies.Canyoujust

investigateeveryoneatwork?

EspeciallyMaitumeloPillow,shewas

myjuniorandIbelieveshewillbe

takingmypost.Sheneverlikedme.

ItsherbecauseIusuallygotworseat

workandthenatnightgorayagore

thesedrugswouldbewearingoff,

fromthereitstartsagain.Justthat



I'velostmemoriesofsomanythings.

Him:Ihearyou,whataboutfriends?

Haveyouhadanyfightswithanyone

whomightwanttodrugyouwithPCP?

Lolo:No,ihaven'thadanyfightswith

anyone.I'malwaysatworkthenigo

hometomyhusband.That'sit.

(impatientlysighed)Canyouplease

investigatemycoworkers!

Him:(sighed)Fine,I'llstartatwork

thenI'llbeworkingthroughyour

relationssopleasekeepthis

informationprivate.Don'ttellyour

husbandthatwefoundanydrugsin

yourblood.Don'ttellanyoneeventhe



childrenbecauseheyyouhavestep

childrenandniecesandnephews,all

ofthesepeoplestandalottogainif

somethinghappenstoyou.

Lolo:Okay

Him:IfI'mgoingtonailthis

investigationineedyour

understanding.Youcannottell

anyonethattheCIDisinvestigating

this,doyougetme?

Lolo:Yes,Iwon'ttellanyone.I

promise.Startworkingsoicanget

myjobback

Him:I'lldothat,haveagoodday

Lolo:Thankyou....



Shegotherhandbagandwalkedout...

AtBayang'sHouse....

OnthesameSaturdaymorningBri

tiptoedtoJunior'sroomwherethe

guyswerelyingdeadasleepthenshe

stoodontheothersideofthebed

lookingatZaneashehandsomely

sleptwithacutonthebridgeofhis

nosethensheslowlyleanedoverand

kissedhim,Zaneopenedhiseyes

andglancedattheguy'swithout

makingamovement.Theywere



asleepthenheFrenchkissedBriand

slowlytouchedherbreastswithone

hand...

BayangJrturnedshakingthebedand

theypausedfrozenstaringathimas

hecontinuedsnoring,Brileanedover

andkissedhimagainthensheheard

herfatherparkingoutsideandtiptoed

out...

Zanelaidbacklickinghislipsand

smiled...."Bri,Bri,BriohBri......"

Bayangwalkedacrossthehouse



Callingeveryone...

Bayang:Jay?What'shappeningto

thegate?Leletselesatswala?

Juniorgotupputtingonhist-shirt

andshooktheguy's,Zanegotup

yawningandleanedagainstthewall

touchinghisachingfacethenBayang

openedthedoorandfrowned..

Bayang:Uhu...

Junior:Morningdad..

Bayang:Morning,what'sgoingon?



(lookingatZane)Whathappenedto

yourface?

Junior:ZanecheckedonBridgetand

wehadatalk

Bayang:Itmusthavebeenaserious

talkforhimtolooklikethat,areyou

ok?

Zane:Ihaveaheadache

Bayang:Whatdidyoutwotalkabout?

Zane:Respect

BothJuniorslaughedathimas

Bayanglaughed...



Bayang:Idon'tknowwhattosay...

Letmegetyoupainkillersanddrive

youhome.ThereissomethingIwant

totellyouontheway

Zane:Okay...

Bayanglookedathisswollennose

andchuckledclosingthedoor....

AtDidi'sHouse.....

Meanwhileatthepastor'shouse,

Faithwalkedinherparentsroomand

quietlyslidinattheirfeetandlaid



downputtingherheadonherteddy

bearthenKenfeltherasheturned.

Hepushedtheduvetandputher

betweenthemthenDidi'sphone

rang...

Didi:(sleepy)Hello?

Lolo:Hi,areyouattheshop?

Didi:No,ijustgotup...What'sthe

time?

Lolo:It's8...

Didi:(shecountedandthesleepiness

disappeared)Areyouhome?



Lolo:I'monmywaythere

Didi:Didyouwanttoseeme?

Lolo:Yeah,itwouldbenicetotalk.

Youwon'tbelievewhathappened..

Gobatarelemmogokegosebeletsa

Didi:I'mcoming,letmegetdressed.

Shequicklygotupandchangedher

clothesthenshebrushedherteeth

andranmakeuponherfacebefore

KissingKenandFaith...

Didi:BabeI'mcoming...



Shegrabbedherbagandhurriedout...

AtLolo'sHouse....

MinuteslaterDidisteppedoutofthe

carlookedatherhandbag

thoughtfullythenshegrabbeditand

lockedthecar...

SheknockedandwalkedinasLolo

wassittingonthecouchwithaduvet

andalargeicecreamcontainer

watchingTVthensheputherphone

onthetableandsat..



Didi:Hey

Lolo:Ihaven'twatchedTVinalong

time,ibeenworkingsohardIforgot

towatchTV.Imagine...istartedthis

yesterdayandithassomanylessons.

Thegirlsrecorditorwhatever

Exploradoes...Thisthingisnice,it

hasalotoflessons..Betrayaland

lies...

Didi'sheartpoundedasshesatand

lookedatGossipgirlplayingonthe

screen....



Didi:Really?

Lolo:(eatingicecream)Iwonderwhy

girlsfindpeaceinhurtingeachother

andbringingeachotherdown,or

maybeit'sastagetheywillpass.We

usedtofightlikethisbutwealways

madeup.Thepast2yearsyou

ignoredmeimissedyousomuch,i

waslonelyandneededsomeoneto

chatwith.CanyoubelieveI'vefallen

inlovewithAttiealloveragain?

Didi:Amme?

Lolo:(tearfully)Yeah,theonlything

thatmakessexboringis

unfaithfulnessandthepersonyou



cheatwithwillalwayshaveanupper

handbecausehedoesn'tdealwithon

dailybasis.Aatilehadtoworryabout

somanythingswhichhewasdoing

formeandMogapiallhehadtodo

wasbuymechocolateyaP50while

AatilepaidMaya'sschoolfees,

supportedmewhenihadnojob.

Whenweweretogetherwetalked

aboutimportantthingsinsteadof

fucking,mymindwasstupid.KooreI

waslikethesemenwhocheaton

theirwiveswithyoungergirlssaying

thesexisperfectthereathomethe

wifeislazy.OnlyafterIstopped

cheatingdidistarttoenjoymy



husbandbutithinkit'stoolate.Heis

tiredofhavingawifeforaslut.Ican't

findanythingwrongtobadmouth

him,hefoughtforthisfamilywith

everysinglecellinhisbody...I'llnever

findloveagain.

Didi:I'msorry...

Lolo:(sighed)AnywaymaabaneI

wenttothehospitalandgottested,

someoneatworkisdruggingme,I

suspectMaitumelo.Pleasedon'ttell

anyoneaboutthis,thepoliceare

investigati-

AngelDustcalledthenLoloreached



forherphoneandhandeditover......

Lolo:AngelDust?

Didi'sheartpoundedasLololooked

ather.....

LIKETOGETTHENEXTINSERT

*

*

*

*

*



[9/4,12:21AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴142

AtLolo'sHouse....

Didi:What?

Lolo:Whoisshe?Iheardthisname

before,itsoundsfamiliar

Didi:(gotthephone)Tisa..

Shepickedandleanedbackreducing

thecallervolume...



Didi:Hello?

Rastafarian:Hello?Ihavenewstuffi

thoughtyoumightwanttotry,it'sas

goodasAngelDust...You'lllovethem.

Didi:(fakedasmile)Alright,thanks.

I'llcallbackinafewminutes

Rasta:Bye

Shehungandsighed...

Didi:Theyneedmeattheboutique..

Lolo:Ohokay,letmewalkyouout...

WareAngelDustkemang?

Didi:Sheisnewattheboutique,i



doubtyouknowherthough.Sheis

fromSwazilandandshehasbeen

askingmeforareferenceshewants

toleaveMaun.That'swhysheis

calling

Lolo:IjomaybeI'mconfusingher

namewithsomeone

Didi:Kebelaelajalolenna,goshap

mma.Seeyoulater

Lolo:Bye,

Didirolledupthewindowanddrove

offdialingtherastafarian....



Him:Hello?

Didi:(angrily)Whythehellareyou

callingme?

Him:Ithought-

Didi:I'mnotadrugaddictwena

deletemynumber!Whatifmy

husbandhadansweredyou?Kana

nekelebetselegoreihaveyour

number.Skabeyareonnalestock

wanteletsawena,ija.

Shehungupanddeletedhis

number....



InBayang'scar.....

Meanwhileonthesamemorning

Zaneleanedoverthemirrorfixinghis

plaster...

Bayang:Iwantustotalkaboutwhat

happenedthatday

Zane:Youmeanwhenyoutriedtokill

mysister?

Bayang:Youknowiwasn'ttryingto

killherbutiwaswrongandit

botheredmeovertheyears.Itriedto

apologiseoverthephonebutyour

motherdoesn'twantmeto,iguess



shedoesn'twanttoremindFaithbuti

amsorry.Iwasdepressed,you'll

understanddepressionwhenyou're

grownbecauseit'snotjuststress,it's

somethingdeeperthanthat.Iloved

yourmomandistillloveher,iloved

herwhenshewasjustalittlegirl.I

alwaysknewididn'tstandachance

againstyourfatherbutithoughtifi

lovedhermoreshewouldchooseme,

whenIrealisediwaslosingilostmy

mind.

Zane:Iunderstand

Bayang:IfyouhurtBridgetyou'llbe

hurtingyourselfbecauseiwon'tsay

anythingtoyou,I'lljustletherdeal



withit.Ifyouhurtawomanthatloves

youchancesareyou'llneverfindone

likethat.

Zane:Bridgetisanicepersonand

shechangedmymind.I'msorry

Bayang:I'lltellyouonethingthough,

ifyoutouchherI'mreportingyoufor

defilement,you'reolderthanherand

itdoesn'tmatterifyouareunder

18.you'llbecharged

Zane:I'mavirgin

Bayang:Nowthatiknowyou'realiari

don'tthinkI'llallowBridgettotalk-

Zane:OkayI'mnotavirgin,I'msorry.I

won'tlieagain...



Bayangparkedthecarandthey

steppedoutasKenwalkedout

talkingtothephonewhilecarrying

Hazelwhowaswearingathermalhat

anddrinkingmilkoutofabigbottle.

Faithranoutfrombehindinherwarm

clothes...

Ken:(tothephone)Alright,heishere.

Shap

HehungandmetBayanghalfway

lookingatZane'sbrokennose...



Ken:Whathappened?

Bayang:Goodmorning

Ken:Goodmorning....

Bayangwaitedforhimtoexplain

himselftohisfather...

Zane:Isnuckoutlastnightand

checkedonBridget

Ken:whoisBridget?

Zane:Junior'ssister

Ken:(angrily)Pleasetellmesheis16

orabovebecauseifsheisnotI'm

goingtocastrateyou.Isshe?(he



keptquiet)Ican'tbelieveyou'rethat

sexuallyactive,haveyouused

protection?

Zane:Wedidn'tdoanything

Ken:(turnedtoBayang)Andiguess

youcouldn'twaittodropthepunches

huh?Didyoureallyhavetodothisto

hisface?

Zane:IhadafightwithJunior

Ken:(handedhimthebaby)Get

inside

Zanewalkedinsidewithhissisters

andclosedthedoorasKenand

Bayanglookedatoneanother....



Ken:HowoldisBridget?

Bayang:15

Ken:I'msorry,I'lltalktoZanehewill

definitelystayawayfromher

becausefromheremeandhimare

goingtohaveaserioustalk.

Bayang:I'dappreciatethat.Canwe

talk?

Ken:Ihopeit'snotaboutmywife

becauseyou'llbetemptingmetoact

theoppositeofwhatiwantto

Bayang:It'snot,I'moverthat.There

isawomaninmylifewhoisway

betterthanher..



Ken:Areyouthrowingashade?

Bayang:Justbeinghonest...

Theyleanedagainstthecarbonnet

bothfacingthehouse...

Bayang:JustbeforeDidiandthekids

leftwehadafight,thedayweargued

aboutthepictures.Onmywayto

dropthemoffIyelledatthechildren,

Faithwastooyoungtounderstandso

shetalkedbackandiputmyhand

overherfacesuffocatingherfor

someseconds.Itterrified-

Ken:Youtriedtokillmydaughter?



AndyouthinknowthatI'mapastor

youcanconfessandgetawaywithit?

Bayang:It'snotaboutthat,ican

handleyourreactionjustfinethat's

whyI'mtellingyourele2goreolwe

gaobataandiwon'tstopyouorfight

backbutihadtogetitoffmychest

andifeelbetternow.Ifyoudon't

mindI'dliketoapologisetoFaithjust

tomakesureshegetssomekindof

closure,ireadsomewherethat

children'smemoryateverysharpand

theyneverforgettheirabuser.

Ken:I'llgetbacktoyouaftertalking

toDidi,pleaseleavebeforeibehave

inimpropermanner.



Bayanggotinthecarandrolleddown

thewindow...

Ken:AndtellyourdaughterthatZane

hasagirlfriendcalledLailaandsheis

pregnant.Maybeheforgotto

mentionit.

Hewalkedbackinthehouseand

slammedthedoorwalkingtoZane's

roomwherehewaschangingclothes

withHazelsittingonthebedplaying

withhisphonepushingitaround..



Ken:(angrily)Wehaven'tbeenhere

lessthanamonthandyoualready

haveagirlfriend?What'swrongwith

you?Andsneakinginpeople's

housessleepingwithunderagegirls?

ZaneLailaisstillkeepingthebaby.

ShemovedtoStLouistostaywith

herfathersoguesswhat?Youhavea

responsibilityoutthere

Zane:Ididn'tknowthat,sheblocked

meineverything.Howwasi

supposedtoknow?Andididwhat

youtoldmetodo.Didn'tyousayi

shoulddumpher?

Ken:Soweareflippingthescriptnow?

I'mtryingtohelpyouhere,Laila's



fatherhasagreednottoreportthis

aslongaswesupportthebaby.He

alsoaskedmetotellyoutostay

awayfromhisdaughterandhewill

keepyouupdatedaboutthebabyand

everythingelsebecauseyou're

depressingherandsheisalready

stressedaboutdroppingoutof

school.

Zane:Iwasn'tplanningtobreakher

likethat,youmademedoit.

Ken:Iwastryingtohelpyou,ididn't

evenknowyou'rehavingsex.

Zane:Andyouwerewrongdadjust

admitit,wemadeamistake.Allofus



andI'mgoingtosufferforit.

Ken:Whowillbesupportingthebaby?

Zane:Youandmama

Ken:Whoiscurrentlycarryingyour

babybattlingwithweightandfunny

cravingsalsodroppingoutofschool?

Zane:Laila

Ken:You'renotavictimhere,

everyoneisavictimexceptyou.Laila

isstuckwithababywhileyour

motherandiarestuckwithyour

expenses.You'rebusyenjoying

yourselfwithothergirlswhileweare

dealingwithyournonsense.Havea

seat...



Theybothsatdown...

Ken:Wearemovingyoutoa

governmentschooltocaterforthe

baby'sexpenses.I'mnotaskingyou,

I'mtellingyousodon'tcommenton

that.I'mtakingyourlaptop,

PlayStationandyourSmartphone.I'm

goingtosellthemandsendLailathe

money.Herfathersurviveswitha

disabilitycheckwhichwon'tbe

enoughforthem.I'malsonotasking

you,I'mjusttellingyouandyouwon't

besinginginchurchuntilyouget



youracttogether,I'mnotabouttobe

embarrassedbymyownsonin

church.Idon'twantyoutalkingto

Bayang'sdaughtereveragain...

(lookinginhiseyes)Doyou

understandme?

Zane:Yes

Ken:(laughedshakinghisheadin

disbelief)Zane?I'llkillyoubeforeyou

embarrassme,doyouunderstand

that?Ifyoucan'tcontrolthese

hormonesI'llbeatthemoutofyou.

Youhavetofocusonschooland

supportingyourbaby.Ineachschool

holidayyou'llhavetofindajoband

sendthemoney



Zane:I'msorry,iwon'ttalktoBridget.

Ididn'tevenknowLailadecidedto

keepitandI'mhappythatyou're

helpingmeoutonsupportingthe

baby.

Asilentmomentpassedastheysat

onthebedwhileHazelwalkedout

draggingZane'sunderwearwithout

beingnoticed...

Ken:Doyouevenknowhowtohave

sex?

Zane:(laughedlookingdown)Idon't

know



Ken:I'dteachyouhowtohavesex

withagirlproperlybutyou'reon

punishmentanditwillseemlikeI'm

encouragingyousoI'llmakea

promise.Ifyoudon'tdateanyone

untilyourbabyisbornandyoupass

atschool.I'llteachyouhowtomake

awomanfallinlovewithusingsex

only.It'sverydifficultbecause

womenwantalotofthingslike

attentionandmoneybutsexalso

importantforyourownpeaceof

mindandego.Amanwithoutanego

isasgoodasdeadandifyoudon't

knowhowtohavesexgirlswillnever

respect.Youcanbeagoodguyand



doalltherightthingsbutifyoucan't

makeawomaneatfromthepalmof

yourhandyou'renothing,chocolate

willbetastelessandshewillrollher

eyesbeforeansweringyourcalls..

Zane:(laughed)Really?Ididn'tknow

that.HowdoiknowifI'mnotgood

though?

Ken:Ifyourex'sdon'tbotheryou

Zane:(disappointed)Serious?

Ken:Elegoreonaleexalready?

Zane:Three

Ken:what?Whendidyoustarthaving

sex?



Zane:lastyear

Ken:What?Ican'tbelievethis,arethe

othergirlsnotpregnant?Didyouuse

protection?

Zane:No,theywereonpills.Thefirst

twowereolderthanmeandtheother

onewhowas13itdidn'tendwell,she

saiditwaspainfulsoidecidedwe

wouldtrynexttimethenistarted

datingLailaanditbecameserious.I

didn'tcheatonherbecauseiloveher.

RememberLaura?

Ken:YousleptwithHazel'sbabysitter?

Sheiswas19andyouwerelikewhat

15



Zane:Shehadacrushonmeand

Sethencouragedmetostartwithher

soshecanteachmehowtohavesex

besidesshewasshorterthanme

Ken:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.

I'mshocked

Zane:Noneofthemarebotheringme,

assoonasiendedtherelationship

theyneverbotheredme.Doesthat

meanisuckinbed?

Ken:Possiblybutwewillseeifthat's

theproblemifyoustayawayfrom

girls.

Zane:OK

Ken:Wehavetogetyoucheckedfor



HIVyoucan'tgoaroundhavingsex

likeyoudon'tknowanythingabout

STDsZane,you'lldieyoung.Never

trustawomanwithyourhealth,ifshe

caneasilyletyougetbetweenher

legswithoutacondomjustknowthat

anothermanhasbeendownthere

withoutacondomandthenextone

afteryou,somewomenarejustlike

that.Don'tfallforit

Zane:Okay...

Ken:IoncehadanSTDfromAmantle

andicouldn'turinate,itwasburning

likecrazyicried,literallycrying

Zane:(laughed)Jesus,ok.I'mnot



goingtohavesexuntilwetalkmaybe

Isuck

Ken:Good,moveallyourthingsto

theharddriveandhandthemover.I'll

buyyoubaphoneyaP200forcalls

andSMSsonly.

Zanegrabbedhisthingsandsaton

thebedmovingthingsasKenwalked

out.....

AtJan'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAgathaslowlygot



offthebedandlookedatJanstill

sleepingthenshesmilednaughtyand

reachedforherphone.Sheswitched

thecameraonandplacedonthe

windowunderaperfectmorninglight

thensheleanedoverandwinked.

Shepressedafakecallbuttonon

Jan'sphoneandquietlylaidbackon

thebedputtingherheadonJan's

chest,Janputherarmoverherand

movedclosertoherstillhersleep.

TheysleptforawhilethenJan's

phonerang...



Jan:(rockyvoice)Hello?Hello?

Therewasafunnyconstant

computerisedvoicethenshefrowned

lookingatthephoneandhungup,

shesatontheedgeofthebedand

rubbedthesleepinessofherface..

Jan:Babe?

SheshookAgatha'sthigh...

Agatha:(muttered)Josephtherra...



Janpausedandlookedather...

Jan:Whatdidyousay?(shookher)

Hey..Whatdidyoucallme?

Agatha:(gotupyawning)Isaidgosh

therra

Jan:YousaidJoseph!

Agatha:Ididn'tsaythat

Jan:(annoyed)Areyoureallygoingto

denythis?YousaidJoseph

Agatha:Ididn't

Jan:(angrily)Areyouplayingme?

Really?WhothefuckisJoseph

Agatha?



Agatha:(whining)IsaidIsaidgosh

therra,that'swhatisaid

Janangrilypulledthesheetsoffand

gotonthebedlookingatherasshe

fearfullylaidbacklookingupather...

Jan:WhothefuckisJosh?

Agatha:You'rethepastor'ssonJan,

youcan'tbethreateningmelikethis

getoffme

Jan:myfatherisapastornotme,

AgathawhoisJoseph?



ClearlyJanwasgettingpissedwith

everyanswerbutdamnthejealous

lookonherfacewassexyAF,Agatha

fearfullycoveredherfacewitha

pillowasJansatonhertummy...

Jan:Agathawee?Agatha?Ntsha

mosamo

Agatha:(headonthepillow)Ah-eo

batagompetsakampamamofacing

Jan:WhothefuckisJoseph?

Agatha:Canyoujustleavemealone..

Jan:Ican'tbelieveyou'recheatingon

me,weshouldbefocusingonhelping

yoursiblingsandyou'rebusywith



Joseph,(angrily)Whothehellis

Joseph?I'mnotaskingyouagain..

Agathakeptquiethidingunderthe

bedasJantearfullystaredatthe

pillowthenshegotoffthebedand

putonherclothesasAgathaslowly

tookoffthepillowlookingather..

Agatha:Whatareyoudoing?

Jan:Don'tfuckingtalktomebecause

I'mthisclosetorearrangingyour

face...



Sheputonhersweatspantsandvest

thenshewalkedoutputtingonher

headssets,Agathapickedthe

recordingphoneandfollowedJanas

sheputonherrunningshoesand

openedthedoor...

Agatha:Babebona

Janturnedbackandlookedatthe

camerathenshelookedatAgatha

whowasholdinginherlaugher,Jan's

eyessexilyshrunkasshesmiled

lookingatherfeelingdumb...



Agatha:Ijustprankedyou...

Jan:(sighedandshookherhead)I

couldhavereallyslappedyoudoyou

knowthat?Ireallywantedtodoit

Agatha:(laughed)Butdidn'tyou

thinkthatcallwasfake?

Jan:YouthinkI'llthinkaboutthe

phonewhenI'mgettingcheated?that

wasoutofmind.Pleasedon'tplay

likethat..(pushedthecameraaway)

Putthatoutofmyface

Agatha:(laughed)I'msorry,didIhurt

you?

Jan:(laughed)Stop,honestlybabe

don'tdothat..Ithurts,iwasreally



stressedout.Ibeencheatedbefore

andidon'tlikethefeelingandicould

havereallyhurtyouforsomething

youdidn'tdo

Agatha:(laughed)I'msorry...Itwas

funny,isawavideoofsomegirl

prankingherboyfriend...(laughed)"

WhothefuckisJosephAgatha?"oh

goodnessiwassoscaredwhenyou

gotontopofme...(shetouched

Jan'schinandsmiled)Sorry...

Sheputherarmsupherneckand

jumpedupasJanliftedherupand

kissedherthenshewalkedbackto



bedandputherdownasAgatha

pulledthet-shirtoff,Jankickedoff

hershoesandkissedherpullingout

herpantiesandgentlyflickedher...

Agatha:(moaning)Iloveyou...Ican't

cheatonyou...

Janshookherheadlookinginher

eyesandkissedher....

Jan:Let'sgocheckonthekidsand

getthembreakfast..



Agatha:Letmegetdressed....

AtLolo'sHouse....

Laterthatafternoonwhilewatching

TVshestillcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutAngel,sheknewsheheardthat

namebeforethenshepickedher

phoneandsearchedheron

Facebook...

Onthelistcameoutunfamiliar

foreignpeoplebutjustasshewas

abouttopressreturnbuttonapost

aboutAngeldustcaughther



attentionthensheclicked.

Lolo:(shocked)Wow...

ShewentonGoogleandresearched

aboutitthenshegotthelabresults

andcomparedthem.

Lolo:(sigheddisappointed)Friends,

yeah...

Sheleanedbackthoughtfullythen

sheputonhershoesandgotthe

keys,shepausedholdingthedoor



handleaseverythingbecame

temporarilydarkthenshesatdown

forabout5minutes,shegained

strengthandgotinthecar......

AtMrFriday'soffice....

Loloanxiouslywaitedtappingher

shoeonthefloorastheassistant

walkedoutoftheoffice...

Her:Youcangoin..

Shewalkedinsideandsatdown



handingoverherbloodtestandthe

policereport..

Lolo:Goodmorning...

Friday:(brushedthroughthepapers)

Ifyou'reheretosaysomeone

druggedyouI'msorryican'thelpyou.

Thedecisionisfinalandirreversible,

youcanevengotocourtifyouwant.

Didyourhusbandworkthisoutfor

youatthelab?Nicetry.

Lolo:It'snotalie

Friday:You'llgetrehirediftheperson

whodruggedyouactuallygets

arrestedbecauseIdon'tbelievethis



story.Yourhusbandisalab

technicianinLetsholathebeandhe

doesbloodtests.Hecaneasilyfake

allthesetogetyouyourjob.Letthe

policearrestsomeone,doyouknow

youknowwhodruggedyou?(she

keptquiet)Iworkedhardtogetmy

companieswheretheyaretodayand

I'llbefoolishtoletanirresponsible

drugaddictflashallthatdownthe

toiletbutipromiseyouifthepolice

arrestsomeoneI'lldefinitelyreverse

thisandhandyouthepromotionthat

wasgoingtotakeeffectnextweek.

Youweregoingtobeapartner...

(sighed)I'mverydisappointedinyou



butI'llbehappytowriteyouaperfect

recommendationletterifyouwant.

Lolo:Thankyou,Writeit,I'llneedit.I'll

pickittomorrow

Friday:Bye

Lolo:Bye

Shewalkedout......

Attheboutique....

LolowalkedinasDidiwastalkingto

acustomerthensheturnedtoTshidi

andleanedagainstthecounter



waiting,TshidiandLoloexchanged

greetingsthenshetookoverasDidi

walkedover.....

Didi:Hi...

Lolo:Hey,haveyouhadanythingfor

lunch?

Didi:No,iwasabouttoleave

Lolo:Great,iwanttoshowyou

something.

Didi:Letmegetmybag

Shehurriedintoherofficeand

grabbedherhandbagthenshe



thoughtfullygrabbedpepperspray

andshoveditinherpocket.Shealso

pickedascrewdriverinthebottom

drawerandputitinherhandbag

thenshewalkedoutsmiling....

Atthebeach.....

MinuteslaterLoloslowlydrove

acrossthesandandparkedonthe

riverbanksexactlywhereshehad

parkedyearsbefore,therewas

silenceinthecarastheybothlooked

atbigThamalakaneRiversplitting

intotwochannels.Thesmellofwater



andthesoundofbirdsmade

everythingfreshforDidi.Shecould

almostfeelGiovanni'skickandshe

tearfullyputherhandoverher

tummy....

Lolo:Giovanni....Itsabeautifulname.

Icheckedthemeaning,itmeansGod

isgracious...

SheturnedandlookedatDidithen

shetookadeepbreathashereyes

welledup...

Lolo:Idon'tthinkifyouhaveever



beenforcedtoabortababyyou

bondedwithyou'dgetoverit,when

youfeltthekicksandsawthedue

dateonyourcard.Youcanpretendto

everyonebutasyearsgobyyou

count,howoldthatbabywouldbe.

Didi'slipstrembledasatearquickly

rolleddownthenshebrokedown

cryingasLolohuggedher...

Lolo:I'massumingthat'showyou

feel,iresearchedaboutittooandthis

oneiknowforsureyoucan'tmourn

Giovanniopenlybecauseofhowhe



wasconceivedandeverythingthat

happened.Itbeenalongtimeand

youprobablywaitedformetogetmy

karmabutinsteadI'mprogressing

andiappeartobehappysoyou

thoughtyou'dspeedtheprocessand

drugmesoicanloseeverything.I

lostmyjob,myhusbandisalreadyon

anotherwoman'sbedaswespeak

andmychildrenlostrespectforme.

Eveniftheyforgivemethefactstill

remainsimadeasexvideo.They

haveallseenmyvaginaandthat's

theworstthingthatcanhappento

anymother.ImagineZaneseeing

anotherman'sdickgoinginandout



ofyou.YoudidalltheseandI'm

wonderingifitmadeyoufeelbetter,

hasitbroughtGiovanniback?

(lookinginhereyes)Youwon'tstop

hurtingandnothingwillhealyou

exceptGod.Evenifyoukillmy

childrenyou'llstillcryontheinside...

I'msorryforhurtingyou.(tearsrolling)

Iwishicouldreturntheclockand

accepthim,whydoyouthinkI'm

closetoSedi'sdaughter?Loving

Mayaevenwhenshedoeswrong?

MightyisnewbutI'mgoingtolove

hertoo...Becauseican'tforgive

myselfforyoursonandOtlhe'sson.

(crying)Pleaseforgiveme....Ican't



bringhimback,idon'tcarewhatyou

dotomebutpleasetrytobehappy.I

contactedyouwhenyouwerein

AmericabecauseIwashappyforyou,

ithoughtsheisfinallygettingherlife

togethermaybesheforgotGiovanni

andeverythingelse.Imissedyoubut

iwaswrong,nofriendshipcan

surviveafriendforcinganotherto

abort.Idestroyedourfriendship.As

formenwellfriendsalwaysargue

aboutmenbuttheydumpthemand

continuebeingfriendsortheyforgive

eachotherbutachildistooprecious.

Iexpectedtoomuchfromyouandi

understandwhyyoudistanced



yourselffromme.Stopdruggingme,i

mightdieorslipintoacomathenyou

gotoprisonleavingbehindHazel.

Kenandyourkidsmissedyou,give

themattentionandstopdoingthis.

MphaPCPeo,iknowyouhaveitwith

you...

Didiopenedherbagandhandedit

overthenLolosteppedoutofthecar

andwalkedtowardstheriverwhere

shethrewthepillsontheriverand

coveredherfacecrying.Shedidn't

knowwhereshewasgoingtofinda

jobagainatherageanddealingwith

anotherdivorcecasewasunbearable.



Didiwalkedbehindherandhugged

herlyingherheadbehindher..

Didi:I'msorryfordruggingyou,i

neverimaginedyou'dreactlikethis

Lolo:(stillfacingtheriver)Kemotona

Didi,I'vechangedbutitsokayto

doubtme.

Sheturnedaroundandlookeddown

atDidi...

Lolo:I'msorry,iknowichangedthe



directionofyourlife.Forgiveme

Didi:IforgiveyoubutIdon'tthink

you'dforgivemeforthis,wouldyou?

Lolo:Tryme..

Didi:Pleaseforgivemefordrugging

you

Lolo:Iforgiveyou,

Didi:I'lltalktoyourbossand-

Lolo:Don't,ican'tgivethemwhat

theywan-

Shepausedtalkinglookingahippo

grazingbythegrassafewfeetfrom

themthenshebrusheditoff,the



hallucinationswereprobablystill

goingonorsomething...

Lolo:WhatI'mmostlyscaredofis

thatimighthavelostmyhusbandfor

goodmmekanakeamorata.

AloudwheezingsoundstartledDidi

andsheturnedaroundlookingbehind

herthenLolofrowned...

Didi:(screaming)KUBU!

Lolo:Ithoughtiwasseeingthings

again



Theyrantowardsthecarandclosed

thedoors,Lolo'shandsshookasshe

struggledtoputthekeyintheignition

whileDidiscreamedshakingthe

wholecarstaringatthehippo

chargingatthem...

Didi:Lololet'sgo!Please

Lologlancedatherconsideringto

pushheroutanddriveawaybutshe

steppedontheacceleratoranddrove

offasDidilookedbackshaking...



Didi:Esetse...(satproperlyandput

onaseatbelt)Ididn'tknowthereare

hipposinThamalakane..

Lolo:Meneither...

Shejoinedtheroad.....

SIXMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*



.

.

.

.

.

[9/4,12:21AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴143

AtAndrew'sparent's...

Around9inthemorningAndrew

parkedthecarthenBabysteppedout

withagroceryplasticandclosedthe



door.

Andy:Callmewhenyouguysare

done

Baby:Okaybye

Babywalkedinhismother'shouse

andheadedtothekitchenwhereshe

startedthebreakfastandknockedon

thebedroomdoorbeforecomingin.

Andrew'smotherslowlygotupas

Babyhelpedherleanedagainstthe

wallthenshepeakedinhertop

lookingatthebandagesofher

breast...



Baby:Howareyoufeeling?

Her:(grunted)I'mfeelingmuchbetter,

youshouldstopcominghereevery

morningotaitapisabreastcancer

gaseehelang

Baby:Butyou'redonealready,that

breastleftwiththecancerandthey

caughtitjustattherighttime

Her:Iprayso..

Minuteslatershehandedher

breakfastandstoodatthewardrobe

sortingouttheclothesandthrowing

aloadoflaundrytobedoneonthe



floorasAndrew'smotherobserved

somethingabouther...

Her:Howfaralongareyou?

Baby:(pretendedshedidn't

understand)What?

Her:Howmanymonths?

Baby:5

Herfacelitupasshelookedather

withawidesmile,shewascarrying

themostwantedgrandchildever,the

oneandonlychildafterAndrewand

shecouldn'tcontainherhappinessas



sheputdownhertray...

Her:Comehere...Ohthisisbeautiful,

iamgoingtobeagrandmother.This

isapresentformefromGod

Baby:(laughed)I'mnotpartofit?

Her:No,thisismygrandchildandyou

shouldjuststayaway...(laughed)Oh

wow,whatdidAndrewsay?

Baby:Ihaven'ttoldhimyet,iwas

planningtotellhimonhisbirthday

butithinkit'sstartingtoshowimight

aswelltellhim.

Her:Mphaphone,letmetellhis

fatherwearegoingtobe



grandparents...

Shedialedherhusbandandputhim

onloudspeakersmilingfromoneear

toanother..

Him:Hello?

Her:Andrewisgoingtobeafather

Him:(laughed)No,don'tjokelikethat

Her:I'mserious

Him:Atleastwewillbelikeother

peoplescreamingandcalling

someonetobringusacupoftea

Her:ExactlywhatIwastellingBaby,



byeijustwantedtotellyouthegood

news.Don'ttellhimgatwegaaitse

Him:Okay

Shehungupandlookedather...

Her:Howdidyourmotherreact?

Baby:Ihaven'ttoldanyoneexceptmy

sister,themarriedone.Mamais

goingthroughalotsoithoughtI'd

wait.

Her:Okay,heybatholebelelelehole

kapelanneketegosalale

ngwanangwanake



Babylaughedandpickedthe

laundry...

Her:Didyouconnectthepipe?That

laundrymachinekemmerekohela

Baby:Yes,ialwaysuseitfor

Andrew'soveralls.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

asAndrew'smothersmiled,ithad

beenalongtimesinceshereceived

goodnewsandshecouldn'tstop

imaginingherselfasthe

grandmother....



AtTshepo'sHouse...

TshepolaidonthecarpetasAdele

satonhischestputtingmakeupon

hisface,Adelekeptpausingand

takingasipfromherbottlethen

gettingbacktobusiness...

Tshepo:BabyI'mtired,caniget

break?I'mgettingup

Adele:(whining)Don'tspeakdaddy...

You'remessingthelipstick

Tshepo:Can'tbelieveshesaid



lipstick...Mayastopteachingmy

daughternonsense

Mayalaughedfromthekitchenwhile

doingthedishes...

Maya:ShegetsthattheseYouTube

makeuptutorialsiwatch..

MeanwhileAdelebrushedhisshort

hairasthebabyslidthewalkerover

coocooingandmakingbabysounds

ashekickedthewalkerrollingover

slobbering...



Tshepo:Adelethebabyiclscalling

me

Adele:Heisnotdaddy,don'tmove

yourmouth...

Mayawalkedoverrecodingtheir

argumentasAdelepushedhishands

offhisface...

Tshepo:(laughed)Adelethebaby

wantsme

Adele:Daddyyou'remessingmy

makeup



Mayalaughedherlungsoutasacall

camethroughthensheanswered

walkingbacktothekitchen...

Maya:Hello?

Baby:Andy'smothersuspectedand

askedme

Maya:(laughed)Mpaeoeabonala

gaokakewaehitha,itwon'treach

hisbirthdayjusttellhim.

Baby:(laughedexcitedly)Sisterlove

themmawenathewayhisparents

areexcitedaboutthisgotmeeven

moreexcited.Ican'twaittoseemy



baby.

Maya:Bundleofjoythemmae

monate,ntseketshegaTshepoha

Adelesaleammeilegotweodirwa

makeup.(theybothlaughed)Adele

abusesmyhusbandomokgonakago

ikotsedisa.Youdidn'tforgetyourAP

akere?

Baby:Iwent,itwasyesterday.I'm

reallyscareI'mprayingigivebirthto

anHIVnegativebabywaitseI'm

drinkingmypillscarefullybecausei

don'twantthevirusonmybaby.

Maya:Andyou'regoingtomakeitthe

mmammeheladeliveryroomgaa



tsamaiwapapee...You'llspeakin

tonguesandpromiseGodyouwill

neverletamangetbetweenyour

legs.

Baby:Itcan'tbethatbadotherwise

peoplewouldn'tbehavingsomany

babies

Maya:(laughed)Tsenawenagirl!O

hoo?Otareperhapsailebabygirl,

kwagoraithwanethemma.

Baby:(laughed)Ketaikutwelaee

(theybothlaughedloudly)MmaShap

gakenaairtime.

Maya:HeeladidyouseeCarl's

messageatthefamilygroup?



Baby:Ihaven'tloggedintoWhatsApp

yet

Maya:Nnakelapile,don'tthinkI'll

makeit

Baby:Letmecheckitout

Maya:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedout....

AtJan'sBedandbreakfast....

Zaneapproachedthepoolwiththe

cleaningtoolsandputtheheadsets

onashecleanedthepoolandswept



thepavementthenhisphonerang,he

smiledlookingatthevideocallof

Lailalyingonthebedallchubbyand

lazywithmesseduphairandlarge

blueeyes...

Zane:Blueeyes..

Laila:(laughed)Itoldyoutostop

callingmethat...

Zane:Hey,youguysarelooking

good...

Laila:Good?I'mfatwhatareyou

talkingabout?

Zane:(laughed)Wearecounting

days.HeyIjustgotpaid,I'llsendthe



money

Laila:Yourmothersentthemoneyto

coverthelastthingsyesterday.

Zane:It'sstillokay,youcanbuy

somethingforyourself

Laila:(smiled)Okay...Howmuchisit?

Zane:$48

Laila:(laughed)Okaybabe

Zane:(laughed)Iknowit'speanuts

downtherebuthereit'salot,it's

P520andyou'dbuyalot

Laila:(laughed)Ishouldcomethere

withSarona

Zane:(laughed)Heywait,whatdid



youcallher?

Laila:(laughed)Sarona...

Zane:Wheredidyougetthat?

Laila:IGoogledit,Ireadeverything

aboutBotswana.Ievenread

somewherethatyourpresidentis

lettingpeoplehuntdownthe

elephants.

Zane:Andyoushouldtellyourpeople

tomindtheirbusiness,theyshould

beworriedabouttheirzooanimals

andstoppokingtheirnosesinour

businesssalivatingoverouranimals.

Theydon'tevenknowwhatan

elephantis.



Laila:(laughed)OhwowZaneIdon't

knowshitI'mjusttellingyouwhati

read

Zane:Igetworkedupeachtimei

hearawhitepersontryingtoteach

Africanshowtolivewiththeir

animalsyetwedon'ttellyoupeople

nottodressyourdogs.

Laila:Boyyouneedtochillokay?And

don'teverputmeinthe"white"

peopletheyobviouslyhavenothing

elsetodothanworryanimalswhich

killpeople.Iaminformed,I'm

technicallyaTswanayou

know.....Whenlastdidyouhavesex?



Zane:(laughed)I'mwaitingforyou

Laila:Ihopeso,tellthosegirlson

yourfriendlistthatI'mcomingthere

andthatotheroneinyourschool

betterstayawayfromyou.I'mthe

nextLadyRuthKhama,I'mcoming

there.

Zane:(laughed)OkayMrsLaila

Daniels

Laila:(funnyaccent)Mmagwe

Sarona

Zane:(laughed)FucknoLaila,whois

teachingyouSetswana?

Laila:I'mlearningSetswanaonline.

Zane:Ican'twaittoseeyall,Igotta



backtowork

Laila:Iloveyoubabe

Zane:Iloveyoutoo,

Laila:I'muploadingpicsonFacebook

again.

Zane:You'rethereasonican'tget

laid,everyoneknowsI'mexpectinga

baby

Laila:(laughed)That'sthewhole

point,andyoushouldbegrateful

becauseI'mtheonlyreasonyour

fathergaveyouyourphone.Soyou

cancommunicatewiththebaby,he

saidifthephonemakesusfightheis

takingit.



Zane:(laughed)Soevil,can'tyousee

you'rebragging

Laila:Whatever,bye

ShelaughedandhungthenZane

hungupandcontinuedcleaningthe

pool,Bridgetcalledseveraltimesas

hestaredatthephone.The

consequencesoftalkingtoherwere

toomuchanditwasn'tworthitsohe

letitringandcleanedthepool....

Locationunknown....



Lolostaredatthelongendlessroad

toMaunasshedrovealone,she

consideredgivingpeoplearideso

theycouldchipinsomethingforthe

fuelbutshewasn'tinaconditionto

bewithanyone...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedat

herhandholdingthesteeringwheel,

sheneverknewhowharditwouldbe

justtoofficiallytakeoffaring.She

hadjustbeenpronounceddivorced

butitwashardtotaketheringoff...

Nowsheknewwhatheartbreakwas



becauseshecouldstillfeelthelove

shehadforherhusband...

Herbackgotalittlepainfulthenshe

sloweddownapproachingareststop,

shepulledoverandsteppedout

stretchingherback.Thegirlskicked

asshemassagedherbumpand

squattednexttothetreetrunkpeeing

thenshegotbackinthecarand

adjustedtheseatlayingonherback.

Severalmessagesreportedoneafter

theother.Shemusthavereacheda

networkzone..



ShewentonFacebookreadseveral

poststhenpoppedapostinwhich

Aatilehadbeentagged....Mmagwe

VivianwithAatileJohnsoninMaun,

Botswana.Captioned"IfJesussays

yes,noonecansayno."This

happenedlastweekbutdon'taskme

whyI'mpostingitnow .

Itwasaprofessionallytakenpicture

withthestudiologoonthecorner,

Aatilewassittingonatraditional

men'schairasSedisatontheground

besideshiminherblueleteise,itwas

atraditionalsettingthoughherface

beatwasonpointshowingheryoung



freshsmile.Otherpicturesshowed

themgreetingtheirin-laws,ladies

nicelydressedintheircolourful

ditšalearoundtheirshouldersand

menintheirsuits.

Sheskippedthepostandcontinued

browsingthenshecameacrossa

newpost.ItwasSedi'sprofile

picture...»»MmagweVivianwith

AatileJohnsonistravellingfrom

FrancistowntoMaun.

ThepictureshowedSedi'ssofthand

withashinyglitteringengagement



ringholdinghandswithAatilewitha

caption"MrandMrsJohnson".Her

coverpageshowedAatiledriving

whileVivhuggedhimfrombehindas

theybothsmiledatthecamera...

Sheputthephonedownandcovered

herfacecryingasthegirlskicked

againthensheheardsomethingduck

inthebushesandgotstartled,she

lookedaroundthebushesand

startedthecarquicklyjoiningthe

roadassherolledupthewindow...

SheforcedsomeFrenchfriesdown



herthroatandhadwater,shehadn't

eatenanythingsincemorningand

seeingAatileincourtmadeitall

worse.Hewasn'trude,hewasjust

himselfevencommentedonher

weight,littledidheknow.Hewas

suchamannottonoticeanything

butthenagainnobodynoticedandit

washardtotellpeople.Shewasjust

asshockedforherageandmainly

embarrassedbecauseshehad2

grandchildren.

Carl'scallcamethroughandshe

picked...



Lolo:Hello?

Carl:Mamahowfarareyou?

Lolo:KetogaketsenamoRakops

Carl:Rakopskanadipotholetsateng

ekaregoepiwamotshabalecongrate

teng,becarefulthatroaddestroys

cars.

Lolo:I'lldothat.

Carl:Letmeknowwhenyou'reclose

Lolo:Ok

Carl:Osiame?

Lolo:(rubbedatear)Ketaareng

ngwanawagankgonne?



Carl:I'msureGodhasaplanforyou,

don'tlosehopeandiamworking,you

cannevergohungrykeleteng.

Lolo:It'snotjustaboutlosingmyjob

andgettingdivorced.Ekarebotshelo

bontshwaretsethupa...

Carl:I'mhereifyouneedanything,

pleaseletmeknowwhenyou'reclose.

Lolo:Okay,bye

Shehungupandcontinueddriving....

AtLolo'sHouse....



LaterthatafternoonDidiand

Gobona'schildrendecoratedthe

houseasJanwalkedincarefully

carryingthecakeasthechildrenran

acrosstheroomalmosttippingif

off...

Jan:Guysgetout!

Didi:Putitovertheremyboy

Jansmiledathercute...

Jan:Damn...



Calvinwalkedinwiththelightsand

handedittothechildrenwhichthey

hungaroundandswitchedonthen

CarlsteppedoutdialingMaya..

Maya:Hello?

Carl:Whereareyou?Mamao

tsamayahaEmaReJe

Maya:I'llbethere,ihadtogetthe

kidsready

Carl:Butyouguysnelesabategore

thusa,couldn'tyouatleastcometo

seeifwegottherightthings,it'sher

birthdayandsheisgoingthrougha

lot.It'stheleastwecando



Maya:Myfatherisalsogoingthrough

Carl,let'snottrytomakeanyonea

victim

Carl:Justcome

HehungupanddialedBaby...

Baby:Hello?

Carl:Whereareyou?Sheisalmost

here

Baby:I'llbethere.Iwaswaitingfor

Andrew..

Hehungup,minuteslaterthegirls



arrivedwiththeirfamiliesandjoined

thefamilyandalltheinvited

individualsthenAgathaclosedthe

doorandmovedthecurtainslooking

out..

Agatha:Okayweallhavetohide

behindthecouches,behindanything

youcanfind.Wewanthertounlock

thehouseandwonderwhat's

happening,whilesheisstillshocked

weallscreamedsurprise!Thenthe

Happybirthdaysong ?

Theyallnoddedandtooktheir



places..

***

MeanwhileLolopackedthecarand

steppedoutabsentminded,she

unlockedthedoorandwalkedin

tearfullytakingoffherweddingring

thenshetookoffherJerseyas

everyonejumpedoutandscreamed...

All:(screaming)Surprise!!

Herheartskippedasshedefensively



andimpulsivelyprotectedherbump

somucheveryonenoticedasthey

sang..

All:Happybirthdaydaytoyou,happy

birthdaydearAlone-

Babylookedatherbumpandshook

herheadthenshewalkedoutalmost

bumpingonher...

Baby:Ican'tbelievesheispregnant

again.(turnedaroundlookingather)

Can'tyoujuststophaving

unprotectedsex?Howlongdowe



havetoendurethis?Howamigoing

tohaveababywhoisthesameage

asmysister?MyGod!IfIdidn'tknow

betterI'dsayyouthoughtgetting

pregnantwouldmakepapastayin

thatmiserablemarriage.

Andrew:Babystop!

ShestormedputthenAndrew

followedher,Mayashookherheadin

disbeliefwhilecarryinghersonand

followedher.Lolotearfullyandslowly

satonthecouchasthesinginggot

spoilt.Didilookedatherbump

thoughtfullyandsippedadrinkas



thenjoinedinsingingandputting

moreenergyandmoraletothe

crowd...

All:(singing)Happybirthdaytoyou...

Don'tforgettoLikeanddrop

comment,boroko.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAndrew'scar...

Andypulledherbackandturnedher

around...

Andy:(angrily)Whyareyoudoing

thatinfrontofallthosepeople?you

justembarrassedyourmother!

Baby:(turnedaway)Don'tget

involvedinthis,youcan'tpossibly

understandhowifeel



Andy:(heangrilyturnedherback

againandleanedoverlookinginher

eyes)Youwon'ttalktoyourmother

likethatinfrontofme,doyou

understandme?ifyouwantto

disrespectherdoitwhenyouare

alone.Isthishowyou'regoingtotalk

tomymother?

Baby:Don'tmakethisaboutyou

becauseit'snot,pleasetakeme

home.Thisiswhyihatecomingto

Maunbecauseeverytimeicome

heresomethingishappening.

Andy:I'mnottakingyouhomeuntil

yougetbackinthereandapologise

toyourmotherforspoilingher



birthday.I'mnotafuckingpuppet

thatyoucontrolsowhichisit?Are

yougoingtoapologiseorshouldi

leaveyoubehind?Becauseyou'renot

gettinginmycarafterdisplayingthat

kindofabehaviourinfrontofme.I'm

nottakingyoutomyhouseunless

youreversewhatyoudid.

Baby:fine,fine...

Shewalkedbackinthehouseas

AndrewwaitedinthecarthenMaya

drovepasthimandleft....

Insidethehouse....



Loloquietlysmiledsittingonthe

couchunwrappinggiftsaseveryone

keptclappingthenBabywalkedin

andpassedtothebathroomwhere

shesatforawhile...

Thewholemoodofthesmall

surprisepartywasspoilt,awkward

andalittleboringeventotheparty

girl.Somuchwasgoingoninher

mindandshehadhopedheroldest

daughterswouldsupportherbutshe

wasobviouslyalone.Knowingwhat

shewentthroughtoraisetheminto



grownwomentheywereandknowing

thatshewasn'tgoingtobenefiteven

somethingassimpleasemotional

supportwasunbearableandhereyes

filledwithtearsassheopened

Setsana'sgiftthenshesighed

rubbingherforeheadandleaned

back...

Lolo:Guysthankyousomuchfor

everythingbut-

Babywalkedpasteveryoneand

closedthedoorthenLoloheardthe

carstartinganddrivingoff,she



lookedateveryoneandputherhand

overherfaceastearsdropped....

Lolo:(shakyvoice)ThankyoubutI'm

exhausted,idroveftowntoMaunby

myselfI'dliketorest.Iappreciate

yourefforts.CalvinandTinathank

youfororganisingallthese,thank

youDidiandeveryonewhohelped

putthistogether.I'lldefinitelysend

anappreciationmessageafter

openingallthepresents.

Didi:Okayeveryonelet'sgohome

andgivehersomespacetoget

herselftogether...



Jan:AgathaandIwillputthesnacks

insmallpacksandgiveyousoyou

canhaveontheway..

Janstoodandpulleduphertrousers

fromthebackthensheputherhand

behindAgathaastheywalkedinthe

kitchenwheretheyplayfully

packagedeverythingforeveryone

andservedthem.Everyonehugged

andbumpedcheeksbiddingone

anothergoodbyebeforeleaving....

MinuteslaterLolowalkedinthe

kitchenlookingforaglassofwater



asDidiwascleaningupthecounter...

Didi:Whatdoyouwant?

Lolo:Metsi..

Loloopenedtheshelfandturnedas

Didihandedheraglassofwaterthen

shereluctantlytookitandsmiled

walkingout.Sheglancedbehindher

pretendingtobedrinkingasshe

headedtothebathroomwhereshe

spilledthewaterandlookedat

herselfonthemirror...Shetouched

herlittlegirlsrubbingthemandsat

onthetoilet...



Outside...

MeanwhileCalvinandTinawaitedin

thecarasthechildrensqueezed

themselvesinthebackbutSetsojust

stoodbythedoorlookingat

everyone...

Carl:Setsogaotsene?Hurryup,i

havetobeinthehospitalinthenext

hour

Setso:Nnakebatagosalalemama

Carl:Shesaidsheneedstobealone,



let'snotdisturbher

Setso:Iwon'tdisturbher,I'lljust

sleepinouroldroomandonlygoto

herifsheneedshelp.

Carl:Ok,bye

Setsoclosedthedoorandstepped

backasCarldroveoffwitheveryone...

Insidethehouse....

Didiknockedonthebathroomdoor...

Didi:Areyouokay?



Lolo:Yes,youcangotoo.Ijustwant

tobealone

Didi:Okay,pleasecallmewhenyou

feelliketalking.Bytheway

congratulationsonthebaby

Lolo:Thanks,goodnight

Sheleft,minuteslaterLolomoved

thecurtainslookingatDidiasshe

droveoffthenshedialedCarl

headingtothebedroomwhereshe

laiddown...

Carl:Hello?



Lolo:WhydidyouinviteDidi?

Carl:(confused)Wasitwrong?I

figuredsincesheisyourfriendand

boMayaweretooslowtohelpshe

wasmysecondoption.Wasiwrong?

Lolo:(sighed)Noofcoursenot...I

justdon'tfeelsafeeatingordrinking

anythingsincethepoliceneverfound

outwhodruggedme.

Carl:AuntDidiwouldneverdo,sheis

likeoursecondmother.Iknowyou

twohadyourupsanddownsbut

that'sjustfriendship.You'rebeing

paranoidandit'sokaybecauseyou're

pregnantandtryingtoprotectthe



baby.

Lolo:It'sbabies,they'retwo.

Carl:Congratulationsanddon'tmind

boMaya,iguessit'sawomanthing

becauseidon'tcareorseeany

problembecauseobviouslyyoudidn't

knowyourpregnant,noonewantsto

bedivorcedwithababy.

Lolo:Thanksforunderstanding

Car:Goodnight

Shehungupandlaidonherside

thoughtfullyputtingherarmsunder

thepillowandlayingherheaddown

astearsfilledhereyes.Aatilewas



happybutshewashavingahardtime

gettingoverhim.Shelookedather

weddingringbytheheadboardand

putitbackonherfingersasshe

coveredherfacecryingoutloud...

Lolo:(crying)Godwhy?Pleasebring

backmyhusband,ihavedoneso

muchforthisfamily.Pleasemakemy

daughtersunderstandme...Myheart

isbreaking...

Sheleanedherheadagainstthewall

cryingsitingonthebedthenthedoor

openedandSetsofearfullystuckher



headinlookingather,Lolopaused

cryingassoonassherealisedshe

wasn'talone...

Lolo:Setso?Tsena...Gorileng?

Setsoreluctantlyandslowlywalked

inandsatontheedgeofthebed,she

hadnotforgottenhowLolobeather

beforeandshestillhadn'ttold

anyonehowherauntbeatherwitha

bagthatnightandthreatenedhernot

totell,shealsowasn'tsureifitwas

safetocomenearherauntbutshe

didn'tlikehowhersisters



embarrassedhermother.....

Lolo:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Setso:Iwantedtostaywithyou

Lolo:Why?

Setso:Incaseyouneedsomeoneto

bringyousomethingfromthefridge

orifyouarebored

Lolosighedemotionallysmilingwith

reddisheyesandpeeledthesheets

offthenSetsojoinedherandleaned

againstthewallasLolowipedher

tears..



Setso:Mama?

Lolo:Yes..

Setso:(tearfullylookinginhereyes)

Pleasedon'thangyourself

Lolo:What?

Setso:(shylylookeddownastears

fellthensherubbedthemoffwithher

arm)I'mscaredthatyouwillkill

yourselfandthenIwillnothavea

motheragain.

Lolo:OhSetso,babyI'llneverkill

myself

Setso:Sometimesimissmamaandi



getsadbutIthinkGodtookmamaso

shecanrestandyoucangiveusa

goodlifebecausewedidn'tlivea

goodlifebefore.Iwanttoliveforever

Lolo'sfaceuglifiedassheliftedher

gownwipinghertearscrying..

Lolo:I'mnotcryingbecauseI'msad

I'mcryingbecausesomeoneisafraid

toloseme,I'llneverkillmyself.

Setso:(smiled)Okay...

Lolo:(tookadeepbreathandsmiled)

Okay...Bringbiooiloverthereand

comemassageme...



Setsorubbedoffhertearsand

jumpedofthebedwithalittlesmile

onherfacethenshegrabbedtheoil

andthebodylotion.Lolotookoffher

gownremainingwithherpantiesthen

Setsokneltnexttoherandgently

massagedherthenshemaidwhite

dotsalloverherbump...

Setso:Imadepimples

Lolo:(laughed)ketagoclapaSetso

koorewaboodiraengkanaekareke

lwalasengwehela...



ThegirlskickedjustasSetsowas

massagingthenshejumped

droppingherJawsashereyes

widenedwithahugesmile...

Setso:Thebabykicked!Didyoufeel

that?

Lolo:(laughed)They'retwo,it'sgirls

Setso:Whataretheirnames?

Lolo:Idon'tknow

Setso:I'llthinkofsomething

Lolo:Bringmewater,I'mthirstysale

kebatilegonwametsi

Setso:(accent)Oksenorita,watra



comingup

LololaughedasSetsowalkedout......

AtKen'sHouse...

KensatonthecouchwithHazelon

herlapasFaithsanghimasongshe

wouldsingthefollowingSundayat

churchthenZanewalkedinand

stoodbehindthecouchlisteningto

her...

Theybothsmiledasshesang



perfectlyandeventookthehighest

pitchesperfectlyuntilshewasdone

thentheyclappedhandsforher...

Ken:Perfect...Iloveit,you'llbegreat

Zane:It'sreallynice..

Faith:(smiledandcurtseyed)Thank

you

Hazelclappedhands...

Zane:Dadcanistartsingingnext

Sunday?Ireallymisstakingpartin

churchactivities.IfeellikeI'veserved



mypunishment.Ihaven'tbeentalking

toBridgetandI'mdoingmybestto

supportmydaughterandLaila.Imiss

thepraiseteam.

Ken:(sighed)Yeah,youcanstart

tomorrow...

Zane:Thanks

HewalkedawaythenKenturned

aroundlookinghim..

Ken:Hey(Zaneturnedandlookedat

him)I'mproudofyou,thegreatest

mistakeonecanmakeistonot

correcttheirmistakesbecausewe



areonlyhuman.Peoplemake

mistakeswhat'simportantistolearn

andcorrectthem..

Zane:Okay...Whentheschoolsclose

Iwanttoworkfull-timeatJan'sBnB

tosaveenoughmoneytobuyLaila

andSaronaticketstovisit.Doyou

mindtalkingtomamaaboutgiving

meaccesstothebankaccountya

myhouseinGaboroneoratleast

helpmesavethepaymentsuntilits

enoughtobuyflighttickets.

Ken:(smiledproudlylookingathim)

I'lldothat...

Zane:Thanks



Hewentbacktohisroom,Ken

noticedHazelhaddozedoffthenhe

wenttotheirroomtoputherdownin

thecotbutherdiaperwasfullsohe

laidheronherbackandtookitout,

Hazelhaddiaperrushonherthighs

andbutt...

Kencleanedherwiththewetwipes

andappliedVaselinebeforeputting

herinthecotwithoutadiaperforher

butttogetabreakfromthediapers.

Hedroppedthemosquitonetand

walkedoutwiththedirtydiaperas



Faithwalkedpasthim..

Faith:Goodnightdaddy

Ken:Goodnight

Faith:Whereismama?

Ken:ShewenttoauntLolo'sbirthday

party,shewillbehomesoon

Faith:Night..

Kencleanedthekitchentopasstime

andeventuallycleanedtheliving

roombeforeswitchingoffthelights

andheadingtobed.



AboutanhourlaterDidiarrivedhome

andwentforashowerbeforegetting

inbedandputtingherarmaround

Kenwhoturnedaroundandkissed

her...

Ken:Hey...

Didi:Hey...I'mtakingstockonSunday

soican'tgotochurch

Ken:(hissmiledisappeared)Babe

whydoigetthefeelingthatiforce

youtoattendchurch?Youalways

haveexcusesfornotgoingtochurch.

Didi:Tobehonestchurchboresme

Ken:Why?



Didi:Idon'tknow,I'mjustbored...

Ken:Maybeit'sbecauseyoudon't

takepartinanything,otherpastor's

wiveshaveseveralthingstheydoto

keepbusyorhelpthecommunity.

PastorTsamao'swifefocuseson

usingaportionoftithestofeedthe

old,maRichardlikesworkingwith

disabledchildren,thereissomuch

moreyoucandecidetodoandhave

yourowngroupofwomentowork

with.

Didi:Idon'tknowwhychurchbores

mebutI'lltrytothinkofsomething

Ken:DoiboreyouwhenItalkabout



churchandthebible?

Didi:(reluctantlysmiled)Uh...

Ken:Aobabe,what'sgoingon?Ha

kerekeegoboraI'mgoingtoboreyou

overtimeandthensomething

interestingwillcomeup.

Didi:No,it's...Maybeijustfeellikei

don'tfitinhela.

Ken:Why?Babebualenna..

Didi:(sighedandsmiledkissinghim)

Nevermind,I'llbefine.I'mgoingnext

week

Ken:Shouldweprayaboutit?Let's

prayaboutit



Didi:(sighed)I'llbefine...

Ken:Thanksforbeinghonestokay?I

appreciatethat...

Didi:Okay..

Hekissedherslowlygettingontopof

her....

AtMaya'shouse...

OnthesamenightMaya'sphonerang

asshewaswatchingamovie

cuddlingwithherhusbandthenshe

steppedout...



Maya:Hello?

Baby:Mamakeengadirajaana

wena?Obatagoretshegisakabatho

naare?

Maya:Shejustwantsgivebirthtoa

mongol,that'sallshewants.

Baby:KanaI'mpregnant,howisshe

goingtohelpmekahaleeneale

motsetsinewena?I'msohurtand

embarrassed.Mamagaadiresente,

sinceshecan'tstophavingsexcan't

sheuseprevention

Maya:Kanagorayagoreshethought

gettingpregnantwillreturnpapa



akereitworkedthefirsttimesoshe

wassure.Justwaitandwatchbut

thistimehapapaakaboelamamao

tabeampaletse.Thiswomanwillnot

changennatotaiwassupportingher

untilthevideoabua60kapapathat's

whereithrewinthetowel.Idon't

understandmarriedwomenwho

cheat,idon'tseemyselfcheatingon

myhusbandandififalloutofloveor

whateverI'llleaveinsteadofmaking

videos.Nnashelostmyrespect

becauseican'tevenaskhertohelp

mekaadviceconcerningmarriage

becauseopaletswekelenyalophake

molebilehelajaana.Ibileekarempa



yatengekasenyegaretilego

tshegwakebatho

Baby:Lennankasekoperelationship

advicemogomamatotaheladi

adviceingeneralekaregotaapala.

Gompienoshetakesdrugsand

pretendssomeonedruggedher

thinkingshewillgetherjobback

kanamamaotsayagoreweare

foolishlikepapa.Howdoesshethink

pregnancythathadbeendrugged

withPCPwillbe?kanasheisgoingto

givebirthtodeformedchildrenekare

nkamorekelasomeabortionpillsand

puttheminherdrinknnagarekake

rakgonadigwelebatho!



Maya:Ankanadigweletsatengwill

beourburdenakeresheisnoteven

workingmxm

Baby:Andrewistalkingabout

marriagebutI'mnotgoingtosay

anythingtomama,I'mgoingtotell

papaandkanannaI'maJohnsonso

keagonyalelwakojaratengyaga

papa.Mamaibilekanaoneaila

Andrewsoit'sbesthelakesaitsenye

stress.

Maya:EeAndyaemepelepapaa

hetsekalenyalolaboneleSedithen

aboonyalelwakogopapa.

Baby:Akere,goodnight



Maya:Night..

Shehungup...

AtLetsholathebehospital....

ThenextSundaymorningAatile

approachedtheparkinglottalkingto

thephoneandgotinLolo'scar...

Aatile:(onthephone)Iloveyoutoo,

shap..(hehungandlookedather)Hi

Lolo:Hi..

Aatile:Youwerereallyexcitedabout



thisdivorceibileononne

Lolo:I'mpregnantgaseboitumelo

Aatile:(laughedindisbelief)Isthisa

joke?

Lolo:Whyotshega?

Aatile:Imean,itseemslikeeachtime

wepartyouconvenientlyfall

pregnant

Lolo:AreyoutryingtosayI'm

trappingyou?

Aatile:Areyou?

Lolo:Ijustwantyoutohelpme

supportthekids

Aatile:Can'tweabortit,howfaralong



areyou?

Lolo:Sixmonths,howcanyounot

knowkanaobatagoreng?

Aatile:(angrily)Elegoreneonnetse

engosabueallalongbecausewe

couldhavetakencareofitthefirst

month?Kanteokgathiwakegothola

obelegebanaLolo?I'mgetting

marriedinthreeweeksandweare

buyingahouseofwhichweare

renovating.Ican'tbesupporting

babiesbadirwakabomoandyou're

notworking,whodidyouthinkwas

goingtosupportthem?

Lolo:Aren'tyoupartofthis?Banaba



kebadirilelemang?

Aatile:Wellyoufooledme,ithought

youweredonekabana.You'renota

littlegirlwaitsegorebanabaatura

thenyoujustletyourselffallpregnant?

Iwasgoingtoignorethecourtorder

yagorewemustsellthehousebuti

guesswehavetonowthatIalso

havetosupportthebabiesbaka

bomo.

Lolo:Wecan'tsellthehouse,where

willIstay?

Aatile:I'vebeengivencustodyya

banaLolo,doyouthinkit'sfairthati

mustleaveyouinahousethatbigka



banakesenantu?Wehavetosellit

andsplitthemoneyjustasthecourt

orderedgorelennaerekeraya

mosadiwamekereanthusebana

aboketshweresomethingsea

thusetsangmogosone.Understand

thatgonejaanaSedihasbeen

supportingRanaanandhelping

Juniorfinanciallywhileyou'redoing

nothing.

Lolo:(sighed)Okay,gosiame.Let's

sellitandsplitthemoneykoorehelai

thoughtwehadanunderstanding

Aatile:Thatwasbeforeifoundout

youkeptthisfromme,kantewhydid

youkeepquiet?6monthso



didimetsehela.WalapisaLolo

sometimesithinkyouwerejustsent

tohurtmeandholdmebackfrom

progressingcausegaketswelelemo

laefengbecauseyou'repopping

babieslikecandy,imeanreally?6

months?Andyou'retellingmenow

because6monthsrebuakabana

helababatonabaelenggorewecan't

abortthem.Ompusetsakomorago

mobotshelong.

Lolotriedholdinghertearsbackbut

theyrolleddownassheputherhead

onherarmwhileholdingthesteering

wheel...



Aatile:GaokakewalelaAloneyou

didalltheseandI'mnotgoingtolet

thesebadnewsspoilmyday.(sighed)

Fine,obatasupport?I'llgiveittoyou,

writedowneverythingyouneedand

I'lltakethatlistbacktomywifeso

wecanlookatthebudgetandgive

whatwecanaffordbecausegone

jaanaSediandIarefocusedon

gettingmarriedandbuyingahouse.

Hisphonerang...

Aatile:Hello?....Yeah....Ohokay,no



problem,mywifeandiwillbetherein

anhourorso.Bye

HehungupanddialedSedi.

Sedi:Hello?

Aatile:IjustgotacallfromTheodore

RealEstates,theyhavethreehouses

wemustchoosefrom.

Sedi:I'llbereadyinanhour

Aatile:I'monmyway,bye

Hehungupandsighedlookingat

Lolo...



Aatile:Ntirelabudgetyabanasothat

SediandIcandecidehowmuchto

giveyou

Lolo:OK

Aatilesteppedoutandclosedthe

doorfixinghistieandthewatchas

hewalkedbackinthehospital,he

wascleanandsmartindifferentway.

Theuniqueclotheshehadonmade

himevenmoreofagentlemanlikeas

Lolostaredathimthroughthe

windshield.Sherubbedhertearsand

droveoutofthehospitalparkinglot....



AtDidi'sboutique....

LateronDidileanedbackonher

officechairswingingaroundpressing

herphonethenshenoticedKen

updatedhisWhatsAppstatusand

clickedonit.ZaneandFaithwereon

thestagesingingasthewhole

churchwavedthenshesighedand

closedit..

Theofficewasquietandshereally

hadnothingtodobutitwasbetter

thanbeinginchurch,sheloggedin



YouTubeandwatchedmovies...

AtChurch.....

Meanwhileinchurchtheprayer

sessionwasonasthewholechurch

prayedalltogether,allprayingloudly

somuchyouwouldn'thearyourself

praying..

Onthelineofpastor'sandtheir

families,Didi'schairhadHazel's

diaperbagasKenstoodcarrying

Hazel,withFaithstandingnexttohim

holdinghisjacketwhiletheyall



prayedwithZaneandtheteam

prayingfromthestage....

Eventuallytheprayersdieddownuntil

therewassilencethenZaneliftedhis

handwithhiseyesclosed...

Zane:(slowly)You'reholyLord....

Congregation:You'reholy..…

Zane:Oboitshepojeso...

Congregation:Oboitshepo...

Kensangalongandlookedbackthen

hesawJanandAgathatogetherwith



theyoungones.Hesmiledsurprised

andwavedatthemastheysmiled

andwavedbackthenJanwalked

overandgotthekids..

Jan:KebaisaSundayschoolung

bagoimela

Ken:Thanks.

Janwalkedoutwiththechildrenthen

Kenfixedhissuita.djoinedthe

churchsinging.…

AtLolo'sHouse..



LaterthatafternoonLolodrove

throughthegateonherwayfrom

churchandfoundanunfamiliarcar

togetherwithAatile'scarastheyall

walkedaroundthehouseinspecting

itandshookhandswithAatile...

Lolo:What'sgoingon?

Aatile:Thecourtordersaidwemust

sellthehouseremember?Ifound

buyers..

Lolo:Okay...



Exhaustedandhungryshesatinthe

carwaitingforAatiletofinishoffwith

thebuyersthentheygotinthecar

whileAatilewalkedover.

Aatile:Theywanttoprocesspayment

tomorrowsoyouhavetofinda

houseandmoveoutbecausethey

arebuyingthis.

Lolo:Ee...Ok

Hegotinthecarandledthebuyers

outthenLolotearfullylookedather

house,theoneshebuiltwithherhard

earnedmoney.Itstartedoffasa2



bedroomhousebutnowithad8

bedroomswhichsheextendedover

theyearsknowingshehadalotof

children,itwasn'teasyandshe

sacrificedalottoaddeachroom

whenevershegotachance..

Shelookedattheentireyard,her

orangetreesandandmangotrees..

Allofwhichsheplantedherselfand

watchedgrowintobigfruitfultrees...

Allofthatwouldbehandedto

anotherperson.Herlipstrembled

andshecoveredherfacecrying...



Lolo:(crying)Godpleaseforgiveme...

Modimowamehakegodiretse

phosokeengosaintshwarelentate,

kegodirileeng.…..{fatherGodifI

wrongedyoupleasepardonme}

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronCarlandTinasteppedoutof

thecarthenhelockeditasit'slights

flushedthenheputhisarmbehind

her...

Carl:Wewon'tbelong,ijustwantto

talktoherabouttheissueyagore

papaissellingthehouse.

Tina:Takeyourtime..

Heknockedandwalkedincallingout



forherashemovedthecouch

cushionsforhisgirltosit...

Carl:Mamawee?Mama?

Lolo:(inthebathroom)Raa?I'm

coming...

Carlwenttothekitchentograb

somethingbutherfridgetwasempty

exceptforthelittleleftoversnacks

fromthesurpriseparty.Hemade

himselfacupofcoffeeandsatnext

toTinasharingwithherasLolo

walkedovertyingherrobe,hereyes

wereswollenandshelookedreally



depressedthoughshesmiledhiding

hersadness...

Carl:Iwasthinkingyoucouldgoback

homeinsteadofrenting,ijustpassed

thereandexplainedmyselftothe

manrentinggrandmother's2rooms,i

gavehimamonth'snoticebuthe

saidifhefindsahousebeforethat

hewillleave.FornowIwasthinking

youcouldgostayinmama'sone

room,it'svacant.Rentingisgoingto

costyoubecauseyoudon'teven

knowwhenyou'llgetpaidforthe

house.



Lolo:Butthatisyourhouselebo

monnao,ijustwantedtoleavethat

placeforyouguys.

Carl:It'syourmother'shomenotours,

ititwasmama'shomeI'dunderstand

butaccordingtomyunderstanding

yourmotherhad2kids,theother

diedsothatmakesyouthesole

beneficiary.IalreadytalkedtoAgatha

andKatloexplainingthewhole

situationyadivorcelethesellingof

yourhouseandweallagreedgoreit's

bestyougothere.Onthewayherei

spoketooneofmycoworkersto

borrowmeavansoI'llmoveyou

tomorrow



Lolo:Thankyou...HowareyouTina?

Tina:I'mfine...Pleasedon'tstress

yourselfaboutBaby'sbehaviourshe

lookspregnanttomemaybeit'sjust

hormonestalking.Somepeopleba

ilwakempa

Lolo:Ithoughtsothoughithurtsi

kindofunderstandandiwanttobe

thereforherbecauseitsherfirst

child.

Carl:Wehavetogo,wewilltalk

tomorrowwhenIcollectyourthings

therestwillgotomygarageuntil

you'redonebuildingsomething

bigger



Lolo:Thanksforbeingthoughtful..

Carl:Okay,

Tina:Gosiame

Lolo:Byenana,howisyourmother?

Tina:Sheisfine..

Theywalkedoutanddroveoffthen

Lolosighedthoughtfullyanddialed

Babybutshedidn'tanswer,she

dialedAndrew...

Andy:Hello?

Lolo:HiAndycanitalktoBaby?

Andy:Shelefttomeetupwithher



sister

Lolo:Maya?

Andy:Eemma

Lolo:Okay

Andy:I'msorryaboutwhatBabydid

attheparty,idon'tsupportwhatshe

didandwehadaserioustalkaboutit

beforeshecouldgetbackinthereto

apologiseforwhatshedid.Ijust

wantedtomakeitclearthatirespect

youregardlessofeverythingI'veseen.

Lolo:Yousawittoo?

Andy:IwaswithBabywhenMaya

sentit,I'msorry.



Lolo:It'sokay,andthanksforbeing

hervoiceofreason.Keepguidingher.

I'mhappyyouaskedhertoapologise

thoughshedidn'tbutiappreciate

whatyoudid.

Andy:Shedidn't?Butshewentin

thereforawhile

Lolo:Shewasinthebathroombutit's

okayandcongratulationsonthebaby.

I'llalwaysbehereifyouorherneed

myhelp.

Andy:Ican'tbelieveshedidn't

apologise,gosiame

HequicklyhungupthenLolocalled



him...

Andy:Hello?

Lolo:papaoskamoomanya,molese

otaikopamaitshwarelonakonngwe.

Ididn'tknowyou'dtakeitseriously.

Pleasedon'taskher.Shewillhateme

evenmore

Andy:OutofrespectforyouIwon't

askherbutI'mdisappointed

Lolo:Thankyou...

Shehungupandsighedlyingher

headdown...



AtSedi'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonSedireadLolo's

budgetandshookherheadhandingit

back...

Sedi:Shewants3.2K?That'slike

P1600perbaby...doessheknowthat

youhaveotherchildren?Let'sbe

realistic,ifshethinkseachchild

deserves1.6thenitmeansyoumust

spend9.6Konchildsupport.

Aatile:Alonewatsenwaandshe

knowsihavemoneyproblems



becauseiexplainedeverything.

Sedi:Aatilelewenarragaodirise

condom,gorianajaanalennankabo

kelepregnantifididn'tplanmy

things.

Aatile:IthoughtLoloreached

menopause

Sedi:Mothoyoosantseaikutwa

kana,menopausewaeng?Kanabana

kediexpense.Ihadalreadyaccepted

gorewewillbestayingwithRanaan

becauseJuniorkeyoohewantsto

staywithCarlsonowditwinsare

goingtothrowusoffbudget

completely.



Aatile:Lolodidallthesetotrapme

andsheplanneditfromthestartby

nottellingmewellintimeknowing

wecouldhavetakencareoffitearlier.

Sedi:Justtellher1.6isimpossible,

wehavethingstodo.Eachbabycan

getP750fornowuntilwearedone

withourthings.(sighedimpatiently)

UhnnarraI'mgettingdiscouragedby

thisbabything.Ithinkmydayhas

beenruined...

Aatile:Babepleasedon'ttalklikethat,

comeon

Sedishookherheadandwalkedto



thebedroomwhereAatileknocked

begginghertoopenwhileshelocked

herselfinsidecrying......

Sedi:(sniffed)Pleaseleave,justgive

meanhourortwotodigestthis

Aatile:OK,iloveyou

Sedi:Justgommm

Aatileswallowedemotionallyand

shookhisheadwalkingout....

AtDidi'sHouse....



LaterthateveningDidifinished

cookingandsetthetablethen

everyonegatheredaroundthetable

gettingreadytoeat....

Ken:Hazelleadtheprayer..

Theyheldhandsandbowedtheir

heads...

Hazel:GodblessourfoodAmen

All:(laughed)Amen

DidismiledlookingatKenashefixed



Hazel'sbibandpushedhercloserto

thetable,Zaneatewhilepressinghis

phonewithalittlesmilewhileFaith

pushedallthegreenpeasasideand

ate.

Ken:(lookingather)Areyouokay

babe?

Didi:Yeah...

Oklahomamusthavemadeitdifficult

toseecertainthingsbutMaunhad

definitelymadeeverythingclear,

therewassomethingboringabout

Ken.Itwasn'treallyanythingbadhe



didbutthenewgoodpersonality.She

lovedhimforthebadasshewasbut

allthatshehadfalleninlovewithhad

disappeared...

Thereshewassittingonthedinner

tablewithapastor,onewhotalkedto

hercalmlywhenevershecamehome

lateandevensuggestedprayingasa

solution.Shecouldn'trememberthe

lasttimeshekissedOfanathedrug

dealer...Theonewhoputaloaded

gunbetweenherlegsandlookedin

hereyethreateningtopullthetrigger

shouldshefuckthingsup.Theone

whospoiltherwithpoundsand



dollars,thehotsteamysexfullof

rageandhunger..ThisKenwasgone

andnowshewassittingwithanew

manshehadtogetusedto...

WhatdifferencewashefromBayang

now?Bayangwasthatsweetand

gentle...That'swhatmadeiteasyto

dumphisbehindbutKen,ohKenthe

onewhoexchangedpackagesatthe

rooftopsofbuildings,theonewho

travelledandgotmysteriouscalls

fromtheRussianandNigerianmen,

theonewhoownedher,dominated

herandcontrolledher...Theonewho

wantedsexuponarrival...Shehadn't



seenthatKeninyearsandshe

missedhim...Ifonlyshecouldhave

onemorenightwiththatKen....Just

onemorenightofnaughtinessbefore

jumpingintothepastor'swife

lifestyle...

Ken:(lookingatherfood)Babeare

youOK?

Didi:(fakedasmile)Yeah,I'mgood...

Kenpickedfoodwiththeforkandfed

heracrossthetableasFaithlaughed..



Faith:mamayou'retoobig

Didi:(laughed)I'mdaddy'sbabytoo

Faithija

Faith:Daddyfeedmetoo...

Kenlaughedandfedbothofthemas

theychattedwhileZaneflirtedonthe

phonewithLaila....

AtLolo'sHouse.....

LaterthateveningLoloopenedthe

doorforAatileashesmiledather

andwalkedincarryingaboxtrayof



Krushers,sheclosedthedoorand

pulledherrobeoverherbump...

Lolo:Hey...

Aatile:Hi..Canwetalk?I'mreally

sorryforsnappingatyouearlier,i

guessIwassurprisedandmaybea

littlescaredbutI'mfinenow.

LolosatonthecouchthenAatile

handedheranotherKrusher...

Aatile:Ithoughtyoumightlikeit

Lolo:Thanks,iloveit...



Sheslidthestrawinandsippedas

Aatilemovedoverandheldherhand

softly....

Aatile:ItalkedtoSediandshesaid

3.2istoomuchbutsomehowIthink

it'sreasonableconsideringthat

you'renotworkingsoI'mgoingto

giveittoyouallinadvancefromthe

moneywearegettingtomorrow.I

hopeyou'llmakebetterinvestments.

Lolo:Okay...That'sverythoughtfulof

you.....



Sheputtheemptycontaineronthe

tablethenshelickedherthumb

lookingathisKrusher..

Lolo:Canihavethat?(laughed

embarrassed)Ibeenstressedout

latelysinceobuasengwesese

botokaappetiteebuile..

Aatile:youcanhaveit..

Sheateastheytalkeduntilshe

finishedandputitonthetablethen

Aatileleanedoverandkissedher...



Lolo:Aatilewait...whatareyoudoi-

Hekissedhergettingbetweenher

legsandpulledthestringofherrobe

thentookoutherpantiesandgoton

topofherhidinghisDthenpushedit

allthewayin.....

Lolo:(moaningsoftly)Attie...Babe

wait..Areyoustoppingthewedd-

HeslidoutholdinghisDandslid

backinlookinginhereyesasshe

excitedlysmiledandputherarms

aroundhisneck,heslidoutforsome



secondsandslidbackinonemore

beforepullingoutlookingathiswrist

watch...

Aatile:Shit...I'monthenightshift

tonight...(stoodup)Ihavetogo..

Lolo:Wait-Whatdoesthismean?Are

wegoingtotalkaboutus?

Aatile:(touchedherchinandleaned

overkissinghercluelessface)Of

coursemylove..Youknowican't

stayangryatyouforlong.Iwantto

bepartofthispregnancyuntilmy

littleangelsareborn...

Lolo:Okay..



Aatile:Goodnight

Lolo:Goodnight

Hesmiledandkissedherbefore

walkingoutthenshesmiled

caressingherbumpasthedoor

closed.....

*

*

*

*

.
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AtSedi'sHouse....

SedicheckedonRanandVivthen

sheheadedtothelivingroomand

ironedtheiruniformstogetherwith

theirformalclothes...

Shehadbeendoingseveralhouse

chorestogethermindoffAatilebut

shecouldn'tcontrolherselfanymore,

shegrabbedherphoneandpaused

ironingdialinghim...



Hisphonerangatthedoorashe

walkedinandlockedthedoor,she

suspiciouslylookedinhiseyesashe

walkedoverandkissedher...

Aatile:(smiled)Didyoumissme?

Sedi:Wheredidyougo?

Aatile:Ihadtotalktomyparents,you

knowhowexhaustingthey're

concerningthesetraditionalwedding

thing

Sedi:Isthatso?

Aatile:(laughedwalkingaway)



Soundslikeyoudon'tbelievemelove,

areyoualreadyinsecureMrs

Johnson?

Sedi:(laughed)Mxm...

Hetookabathwhileshefinished

ironingandswitchedoffthelights

thenshegotundercover.

MinuteslaterAatileslidinthebed

andputhisarmaroundherkissing

herneck...

Aatile:Goodnight



Sedi:(withhereyesclosed)I'msorry

forthrowingatantrumearlier,ispoke

tomyauntandshecalmedmedown

andexplainedthatthesethings

happen.Youdidn'tcheatonme,i

understandnowandI'mgladit

happenedbecauselasttimeLolodid

thisandyouwentbackforthesake

ofthechildrensousgettingmarried

whilesheispregnantshowshow

muchyoureallylovemeandwant

nothingtodowithher.

Aatile:(smiledandkissedherneck)

Seewhyyou'regettingmarried?

Becauseyou'reagrownwomanina

girl'sbody,that'severyman'sdream.



Hekissedherneckandtouchedher

kittyfrombehindthenhepolishedhis

Dand...........

Sedi:(caressinghisback)

Mmmmm....

Hisphonerangthenherejectedthe

callandleanedoverdrillingher,the

phonerangagainandSedipickedit

upbeforehecouldpress..

Sedi:Hello?



Aatilecontinuedtohummerher...

Lolo:Um....

Sedi:Um-what?

Lolo:Sorry,wrongnumber

Sedi:Youcalledtwice,whatdoyou

waaaaa...

Aatileincreasedhisspeedanddepth

thenSedimovedbackjumpingoff

thebedleavinghisdickdrippingwet

ashesatontheedgeofthebed

lookingather.



Sedi:Lolowhatdoyouwantfrommy

husband?Youhavebeenofficially

separatedbythelaw,sowhatdoyou

want?

Lolo:Iwantedtoaskhimsomething

Sedi:Thenaskhimotshabaeng

jaanong...

Sheputheronloudspeakerand

handedhimashedeepabreath...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Sorryforcalling,iwantedto



makesureyouarrivedwellatthe

hospital(hekeptquietuncomfortably

lookingatSedi)Gosiame,I'msorry

forcalling.Ididn'tknowyouwere

home

AatilehungupandlookedatSedi

whowaslookingathim.…

Sedi:I'mstoppingthisrubbishofa

weddingbeforeyouembarrassmein

frontofeveryone

Aatile:Babeyoucan't,I'msorry.

Nothinghappened..Iwentthereto

tellherIdon'thavemoneytocover



everything,shegotemotionalandi

huggedher.Shemustofthoughtwe

aregettingbacktogether.Ievenlied

sayingI'mgoingtoworkjustsoican

runaway,I'msorry.Sheispregnant

andididn'twanttohurther

Sedi:I'mlettingthisslide,it'sstrike

one....StrikeoneBabe...

Aatile:Thankyou

Hestoodupandkissedheragainst

thedoor...

Aatile:Lookatme..(shelookedat

him)IloveyouandI'llnevergoback



toLoloafterwhatshedidtome,

livingwithherwasanightmareand

thatvideojustshowedmehow

stupidiwastobemakingawoman

likethatmywife,thethingsshesaid

aboutmemademehateher.Mylove

forherdisappeared.What'sleftis

justthememoriesofwhatweused

tobenothingmore...Iloveyoubabe

okay?

Shesmiledemotionallythenhe

pulledherchinoverandkissedher

liftingherlegandslidinghisDinside

her....



AtDidi'sHouse....

KentossedandturnedasDidi

pretendedtobesleepingthenhe

shookher....

Ken:Babe?

Didi:Mm?

Ken:Canwetalk?What'sreallygoing

onbetweenus?

Didi:You'reboringme

Hefrozeforaminute...



Didi:Idon'tmeanitinabadwaybut

eversinceyouactuallystartedbeing

activeatchurchI'mseeingastranger,

notapersonifellinlovewith.Idon't

knowwhyifeelthiswayandidon't

wanttobut...

Ken:Iunderstandwhatyoumean...

Butilovethenewyou.Theonewho

doesn'tcheat.Itgivesmepeaceand

pridebutiwishyoucouldstandby

meatchurchbecauseeverypastor

comeswithhisfamilybutIalways

comewiththechildrenandpeople

arealreadygettingsuspicious.Gago

monatemogonnatoseeothermen



gettingsupportfromtheirwives

whentheonlysupportigetcomes

frommychildren,thinkformetoo.

WeknewwhatstayinginAmerica

meant,itmeantfromthereI'llbe

workingandimightnotbemaking

thatmuchmoneybutitswhatilove,

Godwillblessourbusinessesandif

wepraymorewewillgohigher.What

reallymakeschurchboringforyou?

Didi:IfeellikeIdon'tfitinbecausei

don'tbelieveGodexists.Childrenare

dyingandsomanybadthings

happentopeopleyetGodissaidto

bewatching,whywouldhejustwatch

childrensufferifheissoloving?Why



dowehavetogathereverySundayto

praisehiminorderforhimtohelpus

ifhereallylovesus?Let'ssayfor

exampleilostthatbaby,whydidGod

lethimdie?(tearfully)Doyouknow

howmuchiprayedthatday?Itcame

fromtheheartandibeggedGodto

spareGiovannibut...

Kenswitchedthelightsonandsat

nexttoher...

Ken:Giovanni....I'msorryican't

explaincertainthingsbecauseGod

worksinmysteriouswaysbutwhatif



ZaneisactuallyGiovanni?WhatifGio

isourguardianangel?Youshouldn't

bealiverightnow...Somepeoplestill

finditoddthatyouarealive?Whatif

Giovanniisdoingthatforyou,that

fire?Andthememoryloss?Godhas

favouredyoumorethanwordscan

explain.Youshouldn'tbealive,you're

thereasonicametoGoddoyou

knowthat?Babeyousavedallofus,i

amthemaniamtodaybecauseof

you...Youbuiltthisfamilywithhard

work,sweatandtearsdon'tletthe

devildeceiveyouintolosingit

becausehagolemonateGodis

nothing.Thedevilcanmakeyouthink



peaceisboringandyouneedaction

inyourlife,waituntiligetanewwife

whomHazelwillcallmamathen

you'llruntoGod...Don'tbetempted,

thedevilisplayingyourmind.Don't

fallforit,cometochurch,giveyour

lifetoChristandgetbaptisedthen

seeyourselfprosper....Seeyourself

thankingGodforalltheblessingshe

gaveyouZane,FaithandHazel.We

madeit,thiswasthegoalitcan't

boreyou,it'satrick.Thiswasthe

goal-PEACEANDLOVEitcan'tbore

you.

Didi:AndidruggedLolo,I'mso

scaredoneofthepastor'smight



pointmeoutanddoallthatTB

Joshuastuffonme,that'sthemain

reasonican'tgotochurchtobe

honest

Ken:Whydidyoudrugher?

Didi:Latelyibeenthinkingabout

Giovannibutididn'tsharewith

anyonebecauseithoughtI'llbe

judged.Ifeltlikesheneverpaidfor

killingmybaby,itwasn'tanaccident

sheactuallyforcedmetoabortand

throughouttheyearsshenever

apologisedorfeltremorsefulfor

killinganinnocentbaby.Sheclaimed

tobebornagainbutneveroncesaid

sorrytsalaameforbeatingyouand



embarrassingyouwithmyrich

friendswhenyouwerepoor.Shewas

successfulandhappyafterdoing

suchthings,Aatileforgaveherforall

thesebutshedidn'tappreciatehim.

Shewasallovermakingsexvideos

andall.Iwantedhertosufferbut

nowifeelguilty,thingsarefalling

apartforherandshechosenottotell

anyonewhatididsoihavefinally

forgivenherbutnoweachtimeilook

atherbumpican'thelpthinkingthe

babiesmightcomeoutdrugaddicts,

deformedorsomething.I'mjust

holdingmybreathtoseeifthey'reOK

Ken:(smiledandkissedher)You



shouldn'tholdyourbreathbabe,we

shouldbeprayingforthemandLolo

mustknowthatweareprayingfor

herlittlegirls.That'swhatasorry

frienddoes,ifyoukeepquietshe

mightstillbeafraidofyoubecause

sheknowsyou'rerevengeful...Lolois

notthatbadafterallandyou'renot

badeitheryoujustdon'ttalkopenly...

WeshouldcallLolointhemorning

andtalktoher,youshouldtellher

yourtruefeelings.Tellherhowmuch

iteatsyouinsideyouneverknow

howmuchitmeanstoyourvictim

whenyouareremorseful.Remember

allyoueverneededfromherwas



remorseforwhathappenedwithGio,

giveherthesameifyou'rereally

sorry...Iwanttoseeyoutwohappy

becauseyouhavebeenthroughalot

together.Youdeservehappiness...

Diditearfullyhuggedhimcryingashe

rubbedherbackandkissedher

neck...

Ken:You'renotwicked,stopseeing

yourselfaswickedandyou'llseethe

potentialinyou.Ididn'tmarryyouby

mistake.Sundaywearegoingto

churchnoonewillpointatyou.



Hekissedherandsighedasshe

rubbedhertearsstillrestingonhis

chest....

AtLolo'sHouse....

ThenextmorningLoloturnedand

laidonhersideasperiodpains

struckherabdomenthenshewentto

thekitchentomakebreakfastwhile

pressingherphonelookingforbaby

names...



Lolo:GabriellaandIsabella,Khumo

andEtsile...Mmh

Thewaterboiledthenshegrabbed

thekettleandpouredinthecup,the

periodpainsgotintensewithher

bladderpressedthensheputthe

kettledownandheadedtothe

bathroomwhereshepulleddownher

pantiessittingdownandnoticed

smallbloodstainsandsomething

white.Shecarefullypickeditupand

frownedrecognisinghishexagonal

likeshape...



Lolo:Attieno...

Shequicklypulledupherpantiesand

grabbedherbabybagthensheran

outwiththecarkeys.Shethrewin

thebagandstartedthecarthenshe

reversedbutthecarsloweddownas

sheapproachedthegatethenshe

lookedattheFuelEmptymark...

Lolo:Pleasenotnow....Please....

Shetriedtostartitbutitwouldn't

movethenshedialedCalvinbuthe

didn'tpick,hewasprobablywitha



patient.ShedialedMaya...

Maya:Hello?

Lolo:Hi,canyoupleasecometake

metothehospital?Somethingis

wrong,please

Maya:I'matwork

Lolo:It'sanemergencyMaya,I'm

bleedingandmycargaenafuel

Maya:(dismissed)Eekeetaee

Lolo:Ok

Shehungupandwaitedbutthenshe

didn'ttrustMaya'stonethenshe



calledBaby....

Baby:(sighed)Hello?

Lolo:BabyI'mbleeding,canyou

borrow-isAndrewthere?

Baby:No,hewenttowork.

Lolo:Didheleavethecar?Canyou

takemetothehospital?

Baby:GonejaanaI'mmaking

breakfastforAndrew'smother

Lolohungupandsighedthoughtfully

asshesteppedoutofthecarand

pickedherbaglookingforcoins.She



foundP7andlookedatthegatebut

shewonderedifitwassafetoeven

walk...

Shesatdowncaressinghertummy

asoneofthegirlskicked,that

motivatedherandsheswallowedher

pridedialing...

Didi:Hello?

Lolo:Someonejustinsertedcytotec

inmeandihavebloodstains,mycar

doesn'thave-

Didi:I'monmyway,takeyourIDand

waitatthegate.Didyoutakeitorally?



Kanaitwasinsertedinyourthing?

Lolo:I'mnotsure,hebrought2

Krushersandidrunkthemboththen

wehadaveryawkwardmomentya

sexbutididn'tsuspectanythinguntil

nowkeboneonepillemeltileonmy

panties

Didi:Cytotecworksfasterwhen

swallowed,yavjaytakestimesolet's

hopetheoneheputintheKrushers

gaentsi.Wewillbejoiningtheroad

justnow,Kenisdrivingihopeyou

don'tmind.

Lolo:Tellhimtohurryupplease..



ShehungupanddialedCarlagainbut

hestilldidn'tanswerthenshedialed

Tshepo...

Tshepo:Hello?

Lolo:TshepoI'vebeengivenabortion

pillsandI'vestartedbleeding,I'm

waitingforafriendtobringmethere

andthepainisgettingserious.Is

thereawayyoucanhelpmeseea

doctorkapelasothatIcansavemy

kids?Ijustwanttoseeadoctor

immedia-

Tshepo:I'mgoingdownto

Emergency,I'lltalktothem.



Lolo:Thankyou...

Shehungupandclosedhereyes

tightlyholdingthesteeringwheelasa

lightningofpainstruckherabdomen.

Shetookshortbreathstexting

Setsana.

Lolo:Ifidon'tsurvivethisandoneof

childrensurvivespleasedon'tlet

anyoneadoptmykids.Iknowit'sa

lotofworknanabutdon'tletthemgo.

NamethemGobonaandAlone.Ilove

yousomuchandidon'tregretraising

youbecauseyou'remoreusefulthan



mysocalleddaughters.

ShesenttoSetsanaandsentanother

toCarl...

Lolo:Ifidon'tsurvivenamethem

GobonaandAlone,thankyoufor

beingtheworld'sgreatestson.God

blessyouandpleasemarryTina,

rememberhowmuchshelovedyou

santseoshabakamorogowaleketa.

TakecareofJuniorandRanaan.

ShesawKen'scarandgrabbedher

bagthenshesteppedoutbutthe



waterbrokespillingdownwithblood

asshegruntedleaningweakly

againstthecar...

Lolo:(screaming)OhGod,please.....

Mmmmh....Mhhhh

Didi:(runningover)Lolonaarewaa

pusher?

Lolo:(squattedgrunting)Gareke

pushe

Kenranoverandpickedherupas

Didipickedthebagandranbehind

him...



Ken:Lolowee?(shecontinued

grunting)Loloyouhavetobreathso

thebabiescanmakeittothehospital

orelsetheywilldiebeforeweget

there,isthatwhatyouwant?

Shetearfullyshookherhead...

Ken:Thenyouhavetotry....Let'sdo

ittogether...Areyephewww.....

TheybreathedinandoutuntilKen

putherinthebackasshetearfully



pushedholdinghimtightlysticking

hernailsonhisbiceps...

Lolo:(crying)Kenican'tholdit,I'm

sorry...Ican'tbelieveI'mlosingmy

babies....

Didi:(closedthedoor)Comeand

drive....

Ken:Drive,I'llstaywithher....

Kenclosedthedoorbehindhimand

facedLoloholdingherhandasshe

spreadherlegspushing...



Ken:Lolodon'tpush....

Lolo:(grunting)Ahhhhhhhhhhh

Thebaby'sheadpushedthepanties

thenKenpulledherpantiesoutand

tookoffhisshirtspreadinghishands

asthebaby'sheadslidout...

Ken:(panicked)Okay...Okay....

Hegrabbedthebabyandlaidhimon

theseat....

Ken:It'saboy...Shit,heisnot



crying...isn'thesupposedtocry?God

pleasedon'tdothistome...

ThebabystartedcryingandLolo's

eyestearedupasshegothimand

puthimonherchestthenshestarted

gruntingagain...

Lolo:Aaaaah....Ithinkanotheroneis

coming...

Kenwaitedforthebabyasthehead

slidout....



Ken:Push,icanseethehead....(she

didn'tpush)Lolo?Push...

Kenlookedupatherasherhead

slowlyfelltothesidewithhereyes

closedthenthebabyslidtotheside

butKencaughthimbeforehecould

falldown...

Ken:Babedrivefaster

Didi:(shakingdrivingthroughthe

gate)I'mtrying...Ican'tbelieveyou

refusedtodrivegoreoteobonedilo

tse

Ken:Doyoureallywanttotalkabout



thatnow?(checkedherpulse)Ican't

feelherpulse...

KenleanedbacklookingatLolo's

vaginaasthebaby'sfaceturned

dark...

Ken:Ithinkthebabyissuffocatingor

something...

Dididroveintotheemergencyroom

andranout,minuteslaterthenurses

cameoutrunningpushingthebed

andputheronitthenpushedher

insideasKenfollowedthemholding



thebabywithashirtwhileDidi

carriedabag...

Ken:(running)Thisbabyischoking...

Gaahemesente

Nurse:Otileprematurely,hislungs

aren'tstrongenough....

Theothernursegothimandran

aheadasDidiandKenranbehindthe

hospitalbedlookingatLolo's

peacefullyclosedeyes......

Atthematernityward....



AboutanhourlaterDidipacedupand

downasKensatonthechairinhis

stainedvestsilentlyprayingforLolo,

hehadseensomethingheneversaw

beforeinhereyesanditmadehim

seeanothersideofherhenever

knewexisted.Aanursewalkedover

tothem....

Nurse:Areyoutheonesthatbrought

AloneJohnson?

Didi:Yes

Ken:Issheokay?

Nurse:Thiswayplease...



Kenstoodupandfollowedthem.

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital....

DidiandKennaslowlysatdown

lookingatthedoctor'sfacethen

Calvinwalkedintheroom...

Calvin:Heyman,iheardyou

attendedmyaunt,issheokay?(to

DidiandKen)Dumelang

Didi:Hello

Ken:Hi

Dr:Heyhaveaseat...

Calvin:I'mgood,what'sup?Ishe

okay?



Dr:Shedeliveredtriplets,2girlsanda

boy...

Ken:But?

Dr:Butonlytheboymadeit

Didi:OhGod

Calvin:Howisshe?

Dr:Sheisokayphysically

Didi:Canweseeher?

Dr:Thenursewilltakeyoutoher

room,sheisinaprivateroom.The

otherthingisbabiesthatageareto

becollectedforburial

Didi:Canigoseeher?

Calvin:Youcangoahead,I'llsortout



everything..

Anurseledthemtoherroom....

AtLolo'sroom....

Lolostoodbythewindowfoldingher

armstearfullylookingoutthenthe

dooropenedasDidiwalkedin,Lolo

turnedlookingatherandshe

frownedremorsefullythenthey

huggedasshesniffledandrubbed

hertears...



Didi:I'msorry...

Lolo:Ihadtriplets,2girlsand1boy..

Triplets...Andthegirlswereidentical

Didi:I'msorry...(lookedatthebed)

Whereistheboy?

Lolo:Heisattheincubator..

Didi:What'shisname?

Lolo:Mofenyi

Didi:Wow,it'sabeautifulname...at

leastonesurvivedright?It'sdefinitely

somethingtobegratefulfor..

Lolo:Yes...

LoloslowlylaidonthebedasDidisat



onthechairfacingher...

Lolo:Pleasedon'ttellanyonei

deliveredtriplets,ijustwanttomake

sureMofenyiissafe

Didi:Ofcourse,iwon'ttellanyone.Is

thereanyparticularreasonAatile

wouldwanttodothis?

Lolo:Alonehelaidoubthewould

havehadaproblembutithinkSedi

wasn'thappytohearaboutitand

maybeshethreatenedtoleavehimor

maybeshejustdidn'tlikeitidon't

know.Iwanted3.2forsupportand

againiknewAatilecouldaffordit



becausehewaspromotedlast

monthtoaseniorlabtechnicianand

evenifhewasn'tpromotedAatilegot

wellpaid,heearnedwaymorethani

didandhewasgivingSedi2.5for

Bashalesoitwasn'tlikeIwasbeing

unreasonable.Ijustfeelhewasdoing

itforhernotbecausehedidn'tlove

thekidsorcouldn'taffordthembut

eitherwayhe...Hekilledmybabies

andiguessidon'thaveanyrightto

judgehisdecisionbecauseididthe

samewithhissons..(rubbedher

tearstryingtobebrave)It'sfine,i

guessideserveit...

Didi:Youdon't...



Lolo:AndpleasethankKennaforme,

notalotofBatswanamencanassist

intheprocessofgivingbirth...Alot

ofthemwouldjustfreakbuthewas

braveenoughandhehadeverything

undercontrol.Hewascalmandhim

knowingwhattodomadethewhole

processeasy...you'reblessedtohave

amanlikehim

Didi:Thanks

ThedooropenedthenKenwalkedin

holdingaplasticasbothladies

lookedathim,hehandedDidithe

plasticandsheglancedinsidebefore



handingitovertoLolowhosmiledat

himavoidinghiseyes...

Lolo:Thanks

Kenna:I'msorryaboutthebabies,

Howareyou?

Lolo:I'llsurvive,iappreciatethatone

babyisokay

Kenna:True,weshouldbegrateful...

Bythewayifyouneedanyhelpjust

talktoDidiandwewillbetherefor

you.Iwon'tforgethowyouguys

wantedtohelpmegetalawyerand

allthatwheniwaslowsoit'smyturn

toreturnthefavor



Lolo:OK,I'lltalktoDidi

Didi:(stood)Alright,I'lltalktoyou

later

Lolo:Thankscomingontime,ifit

wasn'tforKennankaboba

thokahetsebothe,thedoctorsaysme

passingoutmessedupeverything

Didi:Iknowyouwouldhavedonethe

sameforme...Bye

Lolo:Bye

Ken:(lookinginher)And-

Justashewasabouttosayithis

subconsciousprompteditmight



havebeeninappropriateforhiswife's

earssohechangedthestatement...

Ken:...Um...Bestrong,Godmightbe

testingyourfaith,feelfreetovisitour

churchsometime...Setsanaisalways

therewithhersiblings.Theycome

withJan

Lolo:(smiledlookinginhiseyes)I'll

definitelydothat.Anewchurch

wherenooneknowsmuchaboutme

willdo.Imeanatchurchtheyknow

aboutourfightsandikindoflostmy

dignitythereso...I'lldefinitelybe

thereonceI'vehealed.



Ken:Noproblem

Didi:Babe?(fakedasmile)Shallwe?

Ken:Sure,(toLolo)Takecare

Lolo:Thanksguys

Didi:Bye

Kenclosedthedoorandputhisarm

aroundherwaistastheywalked

downthepassagethenhenoticed

shewasn'tquitehappyabout

something...

Ken:Areyouokay?

Didi:Yesbutyoushouldhave



consultedmebeforeinvitingherto

churchandwhydoigetthefeeling

you'rebeingtoofriendlytoher?

Ken:(laughedfrowningindisbelief

withacuteface)What?Areyou

seriousrightnow?

Shestoppedwalkingandfoldedher

armslookingupathimashestopped

lookingatherhiseyesrunningall

overtryingtofindabetter

explanation...

Ken:Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyou

rightnow,iknewyou'dprobablybe



uncomfortablebuttothinkaboutme

andherlikethatisjustunbelievable.I

sleptwithherdaughterevenshe

wouldn'tseemelikethat,comeon

now

Didi:I'mjustnotcomfortablewith

youbeingtoofriendlyandinvitingher

overwithoutrunningitoverme,she

ismyfriendnotyours.

Ken:Okay,I'msorry.I'llnotdothat

again.Ididn'tthinkthattoodeep

aboutit.

Didi:Whatever,forsomeonewhois

constantlyinsecureyoufailedto

analysethisbecauseifitwasthe



otherwayroundI'dbeintrouble..

Ken:BabeIsaidI'msorry,canyou

forgivemeandletitbebygones?

Didi:fine..

Ken:(smiledandopenedhisarms)

Howaboutasmileandahug?

Lolo:(blushedwalkingaway)No...

Kenlaughedandfollowedherholding

herhandandkissingit...

Ken:(smiled)Atleastyou'rejealous

aboutme...Didn'tyousayI'mboring

becauseigotochurchanddon'tfuck



around?

Didi:Ididn'tsaythat,whyareyou

sayingthat...(punchedhimonthe

chest)Stopit...

Helaughedandkissedherhand...

AtSedi'shouse......

LateronAatile'sphonewokehimup

asheslowlyreachedforitandpicked

yawninglayingonhisback...

Aatile:Hello?



Lolo:Hi,I'matthehospital.

Aatile:Areyouokay?

Lolo:Ihadamiscarriageandlostthe

babieskabobedi

Aatile:Ohno,soaretheygoingtobe

crematedinthehospital?

Lolo:No,they'retoooldtobe

cremated,I'vebeentoldtocollect

thembycoffinsbutCalvinofferedto

buythecoffinssodon'tworryaboutit.

Aatile:okay,cool.Areyouokay?

Lolo:Yes,I'mgood.I'llbedischarged

thisafternoon

Aatile:Oh,ok.Doihavetocomefor



theburial?

Lolo:No,culturallymendon'tattend

burialsforbabies.Besidestheywill

beburiedthisafternoonortomorrow.

Itwillalldependonhowmyauntand

familyrespondtothisbutphithoya

ngwanagaephuthaganelwe.Goya

bathobalefewhela.

Aatile:Butyouwon'tdothisatour

houseakere?becauserememberthe

buyerswantusoutbytomorrow.

Lolo:Calvinwillbemovingthingsthis

afternoon,I'mgoingbacktomy

mother'shouse.

Aatile:Okay,eishatleastyou'refree.



Wedidn'tneedkidsanywaysright?

Lolo:(tearfully)Yeah,I'mhappyat

leastI'llhavetimetofindajob

Aatile:Exactly...Bye

Lolo:Bye

Hehungupandsighedinrelief....

AtLolo'sroom....

MeanwhilethedooropenedasLolo

hungupthephonethenTshepo

walkedinwithaplasticofsomething

toeat..



Tshepo:Hi...

Lolo:Hey...Um...Ilostthebabies

Tshepo:I'mverysorry,ijustraninto

Calvinoutsideandhetoldmeyou

lostthetwinsandyou'regoinghome.

Lolo:Yes,I'mleaving.Thereis

nothinghereforme.

Tshepo:HaveyoutalkedtoMaya?

Lolo:Yeswespokeinthemorning

wheniaskedhertobringmeherebut

shewasbusy,I'llletherknowilost

thebabies.

Tshepo:Okay,letmegobacktowork.



Ijustwantedtodropthisoff.

Lolo:Thanks...

HeturnedandwalkedoutthenLolo

thoughtfullypickedherphoneand

sentmessages...

Lolo:Ilostthetwinsiwascarrying.

Baby:Really?I'msosorry.Areyou

okay?

Lolo:Yes

Baby:Ok

Shetypedanotherone...



Lolo:Ilostthegirls

Maya:Sorry

Shewaitedforfurthermessages

fromherdaughtersbuttherewasn't

anythingmorethatsoshedialed

Agatha...

Agatha:Hello?

Lolo:Hi,kananeorileyaGaborone

malobangwanaka,mymindhasbeen

allovertheplace.

Agatha:(laughed)Don'tworryabout



it,iunderstand.Whenididn'tgetthe

travelsafelymessagefromyoui

figuredthepregnancywastoomuch.

Iarrivedearlythismorning.Gone

jaanaI'monmywaytoUBandthen

I'mgoingtoBACandIHS

Lolo:Iguessyoudidn'tseemy

message.

Agatha:What?

Lolo:Ideliveredtripletsand-

AgathajumpedscreamingattheUB

gateaseveryoneturnedand

awkwardlylookedatherthenshe

shylystoppedandloweredhervoice...



Agatha:OhmyGod,wow..Dotheyall

lookalike?Ibetthey'regoingtoplay

us

Lolo:(smiledemotionally)Thegirls

lookedalike..(Agatha'ssmile

disappeared)Itwas2girlsand1boy,

thegirlsdidn'tsurvive.

Agatha:I'msorry...Eish...

Lolo:Don'tworryaboutit.What

causedtheprematurity?

Agatha:Idon'tknow,ithinksomeone

druggedmeandyouknowboMaya

andyourfatherhatedthispregnancy

sodon'ttellthemaboutMofenyi,



that'shisname.Letthemthinkilost

thekidsgakebatestressandiwant

tofocusonMofenyikelepremature

soobatathokomelo.

Agatha:Jansentme2Ksoillsend

youP500tobuyafewthings

Lolo:No,I'mfine.Isavedalittle

money.BesidesI'mexpectingmy

benefitsfromwork.Theywere

waitingforthepolicetofinishtheir

investigationssotheycanrehireme

butiwanttoletthepoliceknowthati

needthecaseclosedsoicangetmy

benefits

Agatha:Okay



Lolo:IguessMayaandBabydon't

needmeanymoreintheirlivessoI'm

throwinginthetowel.Theyhaven't

saidanythingabouttheburialor

anythingbautulehelakotengaboba

itumelasoiftheydon'tcomeiwon't

botherthemeither.Ketilegobaya

mogobonehelagorekebone

maikaeleloabone.Iwon'tbe

disturbinganyofthemfromtheir

lives.IjustfeelforAndrewand

Tshepobecausethey'reinnocentbut

kechaisitsekaboMayaandI'mnot

tellingthemaboutMofenyi,theywill

seehimiftheyvisitmeifnotbataa

kopanaleeneagametsikothepeng.



I'llfindawaytolettheotherchildren

inonthisandaskthemnottotell

anyoneforMofenyi'ssafetybecause

bathobatogabakgamangwanake

kanabamolokelamomashing.

Agatha:That'struesoiguessyou'll

havetogetSetsofromCalvin's

Housesoshecanhelpyouagobee

botsetsi

Lolo:KemoitsekemotshepoTsitsi

wagonkapeelamotogoosmooth

Agatha:Atolaaboarelelaagata

ngwanaSetsokanabathooratago

tshwarakwalekwaadigaatsholola

gosalagolemaanyaanya



Lolo:(smiled)Sheputsherselfunder

pressure,sheisaperfectionist.Bye,

updatemeaboutyourcourses

Agatha:Okaymamsloveyou

Lolo:Loveyoutoo

Shehungupandsighedasoneofher

auntswalkedin....

AtBrandon'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonKenknockedon

thedoorthenBranopenedthedoor

andbumpedshoulderswithKen...



Ken:Longtime..

Bran:(laughed)Yeahman,howare

you?

Ken:I'mgood,iheardyouwereona3

monthscourseinSAhowdiditgo?

Bran:Itwasgood...Comein...

KenwalkedinandsatdownasBran

loweredthesoccervolume...

Ken:Um...Thereissomethingiwant

totalktoyouabout

Bran:(laughed)HowmanytimesdoI



havetotellyouIdon'twanttotalk

aboutthat?

Ken:(laughed)Noitsnotaboutthat...

Itssomethingyoulongaskedmefor...

Wellyoudidn'tdirectlyaskmeforit

butyoukindof...

Bran:What?

Kentookouthisphoneandsmiled

pressingitthenhehandeditover...

Ken:That'smyapologytoyou,what

doyouthink?

Brandon:(frownedsmilingand



leanedback)Okay...Um

Ken:I'lltellyoueverythingyouneed

toknowijustwantyoutopromise

meonething..

Brandon:What?

Ken:Don'thurt-

Brandon:Don'tgothere,comeon...I

toldyou-

Ken:IknowI'mjustmakingsurewe

areonthesamepageanywayletme

giveyoualittlebackground

information...

Brandon:Great...



Kenleanedbackandlaiddownevery

detail...

AtAndrew'sHouse....

Andrewwalkedinthehousetaking

offhiswatchwhileBabywassitting

onthecouchwatchingTV..

Baby:Heybabe

Andrew:Hi...Sohowisyour

relationshipwithyourmomsinceyou

apologised?

Baby:(watchingTV)Wearefine



Andrew:Isee..

Heheadedtothebedroomwherehe

tookoffhisclothes,herespected

thatLolodidn'twanthimandBabyto

arguebutthedisrespectandthe

nerveofhertomakehimafool;

goingtositinthebathroomand

comeoutlyingthatsheapologised

whenshedidn't..Itwasn'tjustabout

herlosingthegoodgirlimagehehad

onhismindaboutherbuttheredflag

ofwhathewasgettinghimselfinto

withher.Ifshedidn'trespecther

mothershecouldhaveatleast

apologisedoutofrespectforhim



becauseheaskedhertodoitbut

thenthewholethinghadhim

questioneverything...

Shewalkedinandsmiledsittingon

thebedlookingathim...

Baby:Howwasyourday?

Andrew:Itwasokay...

Baby:Thefoodiswarmingupinthe

microwave

Andrew:Keyagoragaboloko

lebaleng,I'lleatwhenIgetback.Bare

rewelekolebalengkospaneng.



Baby:I'llgetmycampchair

Andrew:Wearegoingtocheck

mathakababaprintangkityarona

pelesoyou'llgotomorrow.Ke

tsamayaleboRonnie

Baby:Ohokay...

Heputonhiskitandworeapair

sweatpantsontopthenhegrabbed

fieldshoesbeforewalkingoutas

Babyfollowedhimworriedly,he

hadn'tkissedhimorshowedany

interestasusual.

Baby:istheresomethingbothering



you?

Andrew:NoI'mgood,I'mjusttired....

seeyoulater..

Baby:Bye

Hereversedthecaranddroveoff....

Atthefield...

MinuteslaterAndyparkedhisbigcar

behindafewgirlswhowerestanding

onthesidelineschattingand

pointingattheplayers.Theloud

musicfromhissubwooferhad



everyoneturntheirnecksashe

jumpedoutholdinghisshoes,he

tookoffthesweatpantsandputon

theshoesthenheswitchedoffthe

music..

Girls:Aetherraosenyetsaeeng

yaanong?She?

Andy:(laughed)Ineedtogetinthere

Oneofhisteammate'slittlesister

walkedoversmilingandandleaned

againstthecar..



Her:I'llguardit,leavethemusicon.

I'llswitchitoffwhenthegamestarts

akereyouguysarewarmingup

Hesmiledlookinginherflirtatious

eyesandlickedhislipwalking

backwards...

Andy:Ifanythinggoesmissingin

thereI'mgoingtopunishyouhard...

Her:Evenabottleofwater?

Andy:(smiled)Evenabottleofwater

Her:(smiled)OohI'mscared...



Theybothlaughedthenheturned

andranintothefieldaseveryone

cheeredforthestriker.....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LaterthateveningLoloapproached

theincubatorwithherbreastmilkina

bottleandopenedtheglasslooking

atMofenyiwithtubesaroundhimas

histinychestexpandedand

contactedwhilehebreathedwith

difficultyhangingonhisdearlittle

life...



Loloheldhistinyhandandclosedher

eyespraying...

Lolo:IamasinnerbutMofenyiis

fightingforhislife,allheneedsis

yourhelp.Sendyourangelsto

protecthimandstrengthenhisbody

system.Iamweakandmyfaithis

shakingbutMofenyiisfighting..The

wayhischestgoesupanddownthis

boyisfightingandyouwon't

disappointhim.Youwon't.Givehima

chancetoseethisworld...InJesus

nameIpray,Amen.



Shesighedandsuckedthebreast

milkwithasyringethensheslowly

droppedintheMofenyi'smouthand

heslowlyswallowedeachdrop...

AWEEKLATER.....

*

*

*

*
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AtAndrew'sHouse....

Babywalkedinthelivingroomand

pausedlookingatAndyashedozed

offonthecouchwatchingTVand

holdingtheremote.Sheheadedto

thekitchenandcheckedhisplate,he

hadn'ttouchedhisfoodthenshe

wentbackandsatnexttohim...

Baby:Hey...

Hegotupyawningandcheckedhis

phone..



Andy:Hey

Baby:Canwetalk?

Andy:Sure

Baby:What'sgoingonwithyou?Is

theresomethingI'mmissing?You

havebeenactingdistantfordays

nowandyoudon'teatmyfood..Gake

apeesentenerra?Gapeyoudon't

touchmeorplaywithmelikewe

alwaysdo,it'slikeI'mboringyouka

sengwe.IsitbecauseI'mpregnant?

Andy:I'mjusttiredthat'sall

Baby:You'renotjusttired,thereis

something.



Andy:(sighedandlookedather)

Thereissomethingyouliedtome

aboutanditididn'tlikeit

Baby:Whatisit?

Andy:Wheniaskedyoutoapologise

toyourmotherthatnight,didyoudo

it?(shekeptquiet)kgangyatenge

ntenneandeverytimeilookatyou

wantenabecauseicantellyoudon't

respectmeormyopinions.Such

thingsmattertome,idon'tknow

maybeit'sbecauseiwasadoptedbut

iappreciateandrespectmyparents.

Havingawomanwhoholdssuch

qualitiesmeansalottomebecause

thelastthingineedisyoutalkingto



mymotherlikethatgapeoriginally

helaithoughtyou'reawellbehaved

girlsofindingoutyou'reoneofthose

girlswhotalktotheirmotherslike

thatkindofturnedmeoffbutthen

wehaveakidonthewaysoI'mjust

inbetweenfightingmyfeelings

becauseyouturnedmeoff.Atmy

ageican'ttalkbackwhenmymother

isangryatme,itsverydifficultso

seeingyoudothattoyourmother

kindofmakesmewonderifiwastoo

quicktohaveababywithyou.I

thoughtmaybeaftersomedaysyou'll

feelguiltybecauseyeahithappens

familymembersargueandmakeup.



Yourmotherlostherbabiesbutyou

stilldon'tcare,you'reheractuallyfirst

born.Mayacanalwaysgofindher

motherbutyou'llneverhaveanother

mother.

Baby:Youdon'tunderstandwhyI'm

nothappywithmymother

Andy:You'rejudgementalthat'swhy

youarenothappyandipersonally

thinkwhatyourmotherdidwithmy

fatherisnoneofourbusiness.Ididn't

evenfightmyfatheraboutitbecause

whohepokesisnoneofmybusiness,

mymotherforgavehimsothereisno

needformetogetinvolved.You

weren'tevensupposedtocomment



onthatvideoorhaveanopinion

because1.itsanoldvideoandthe

onlypersonwhowaswrongedisyour

father.Oipoleletsegoreyourmother

doesn'tdeserverespectbecauseshe

madethatvideoandI'mhere

wonderingifyoureallythinkyou'll

nevermakeamistake.Notexactly

thisbutweallhaveanembarrassing

momentinourlives,thatvideois

hers.Whenyourlovedonemakes

suchabigblunderyoudon'tthrow

stoneswiththepublic,youholdtheir

handandwalkthroughthe

embarrassmentlebonebecauseno

onelikesbeingembarrassed.



Baby:You'reright,ididn'tthinkofit

likethat

Andy:Nnamamawalwalaandthe

onlypersonwhocanhelpusraiseour

boyisyourmothersogaodirajaana

sheisgoingtoignoreusbutwedon't

knowanythingaboutraisingkids.I

wantaproperfamily,itoldyouthat

fromtheverybeginningsoyour

attitudetowardsyourmothermakes

mequestionyourwholepersonality.

Shethoughtfullyrubbedherhands

togetherandlookedbackathim...



Baby:You'reright,imadeamistake

andiappreciateyourhonesty.Ihave

sofocusedononethingkesabone

otherthingsandhavingsomeonelike

youwhocanseewhenI'mwrongand

letmeknowisgoodbecauseigetto

correctmyself.I'msorryfornot

apologisingwhenyoutoldmetoand

ifeltyoudidn'tunderstandbutnowi

canseeI'mtheonewhodidn't

understandwhatyouweretryingto

achieve.Theproblemisthatvideo,

I'mdisappointedatmymotherandi

washurtformyfatherbutasyousay

itsforhimtodealwithnotme.Can

youforgivemefornotdoingasyou



asked?

Andy:Yeah

Baby:Doyouminddrivingmetomy

mother'shousesoIcanproperly

apologise?Ifeelsoguiltyabout

everything,it'slikeyoujustremoved

theveilihadonmyfacekegoneke

lemoganggoregakeitirelesente,i

don'tknowanythingaboutachildat

leastMayaenemamataughtherhow

totakecareofherbabykaAdelenna

gakeitsesepethereissomuchI'd

liketolearnfromher.

Andy:OK

Baby:Ireallyappreciatethatyoucan



correctmewhenI'mwrongand

pleasenexttimeoskangalahelajust

tellmeandI'llcorrectmyself.You

knowidon'thavefriends,you'remy

onlyfriendandthepastfewdays

havebeendifficult

Andy:Okay...

Baby:(smiledlookingathim)You

remindmeofmyfather,heisgoodat

correctingsomeoneandittakeshim

timebeforehecanpunishsomeone.

Andy:(smiled)NahI'mnotyourdad,

youpullyourmother'sstuntonme

andI'llhangyou.Yacheatingnkago

bolayastraight,othermistakes...uh



yeahI'dprobablyforgiveandforget

mmekukuyameyoneprotectit

Baby:(laughed)I'llprotectit....

Andy:(pulledherarmhelpingherout)

Let'sgo....

Shesmiledgettingupandputher

armsaroundhisneck...

Baby:Thanksforshowingmethe

way,ilikethatyou'remorethanjusta

boyfriendokgonagonkgalemela

hakesadiresente..



Hekissedher...

Andy:Let'sgo..

Minuteslatertheydroveout.....

AtDidi'sHouse.....

MeanwhileDidifoldedthesleevesof

hersweaterandpolishedthe

furnitureasHazelfollowedher

aroundthehousedraggingherdoll

whileFaithsangloudlyinthe

shower...



Herphonerangandshepaused

cleaningandpickeditlookingat

Laila..

Didi:Hello?

Laila:(frowned)Hi...

Didi:Isthatlabor?

Laila:yes...Ibeenherefor4hours

now,themidwifeispreparingabath

Didi:Ohyou'redoingabathdelivery?

Wehardlydothatdownhere,be

strongloveokay?Iwantmy

granddaughterfineandkicking



Laila:(laughed)Okay,bye

Shehungupandgotaknockonthe

doorthenshewalkedoverstill

holdingthephoneandopenedthe

door...

Amantlelookedinhereyesasshe

didhers...

Amantle:MayIcomein?I'dliketo

talktoyou.

DidiopenedthedoorthenAmantle's



shoesheelsechoedonthetileasshe

walkedin,Didiclosedthedoorand

theysatdown....

Amantle:Let'stalkaboutourman,

gasepastorbae

Didi:I'mnotdoinganyofyour

childishgames,whatdoyouwant?

Amantle:(tookoutherphone)I

thoughtyoumightbeinterestedin

this...(smiled)Kennyissuchaboy

isn'the?

Didileanedoverlookingatherphone

andfrowned....…



Don'tforgettoLikeamddropa

comment,goodnight.

*

*

*

*
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AtDidi'sHouse.....



DidiopenedthedoorthenAmantle's

shoesheelsechoedonthetileasshe

walkedin,Didiclosedthedoorand

theysatdown....

Amantle:Let'stalkaboutourman,

gasepastorbae

Didi:I'mnotdoinganyofyour

childishgames,whatdoyouwant?

Amantle:(tookoutherphone)I

thoughtyoumightbeinterestedin

this...(smiled)Kennyissuchaboy

isn'the?

Didileanedoverandfrownedlooking



atherphone....…

Didi:Idon'tunderstandwhatyou

wantmetosee

Amantle:(pointed)These....These

shares...

Shesighedandcrossedherlegs

puttingdownherphoneasDidi

lookedather...

Amantle:ThesearethesharesKen

boughtintwodifferentcompanies

whenyouweremarried-wellI'mnot



surewhenhegotthem-ithinkhe

boughtthemafterprisonor

something...(frowneddismissing)

Whatever...SoIwantedtocontact

Kenbutheblockedmeanditotally

understand,himandididnotendin

goodterms.

Didi:Canyougettothepointwhere

alltheseinvolvesmeplease,idon't

havetimeforthis

HazelwalkedoverthenDidiputher

onherlapandsighedlookingat

Amantle...



Amantle:Ihavebeenseeingyour

picturesonJan'saccount,I'veseen

picturesofyouguysjustinteracting

asmotherand"son"ihonestlydidn't

thinkyou'dacceptherorthatshe

wouldactuallybepartofKen'slife.

Andseeingshehassiblingsyetigot

everythingthatKenworkedforhis

wholelife...Andyouofcourse,this

wasthethingsyouweresupposedto

getonyourdivorcebutKenbeinga

badboyhewentaheadandsigned

everythingtome.I'mabouttoget

married,ihaveasoncalledMillerJr

andhisfatherproposed,ifeellikeit

wouldbewrongtotakethingsifeel



belongtoZaneandhissisters.I

haven'tevenusedtheseshares

becauseIwork,imakemyown

moneytotahelaiwaskeepingitfor

Janbutthensheturnedthechalets

intoaBnBandsheisreally

prosperingsothereisnoneedforme

tokeepthem.

Didi:Letmesee...

Amantleunlockedthephoneand

sentherthepdfthenDidiclickedon

it...

Amantle:Ijustthoughtyoumightbe



interestedinholdingthosesharesfor

thekidsuntilmaybethey're18,idon't

know...

Didi:Soyouthinkyoucanjustappear,

destroymymarriagethencomeback

anddothesetogetmyforgiveness?

Amantle:(laughedsurprised)Who

saidanythingaboutforgiveness?I

don'toweyouanapologyDidi,ididn't

hurtyouinanyway.Ourbabydaddy

hurtyou,getitstraightandevennow

I'mdoingthissolelybecausethese

kidsareJan'ssiblingsandsheloves

them.Ialwaysseeherposting

picturesofherandJuniorsoifthey

growupandhearaboutthisthere



mightbebeefandijustdon'tthink

it'sfairthatJangetseverythingwhile

theyoungonesgetnothing.I'mdoing

itforthesakeofthechildrennotyou,

idon'toweyounothingKenhurtyou

notme.

Didi:Soyoudon'tfeelbadfor

sleepingwithmyhusbandthenight

ofourwedding?

Amantle:Notreally,Ifeelsorryfor

youbutidon'tthinkit'smyfault.

Kennawasn'toverhisfeelingsorhe

wasn'tmatureenough.Itcouldhave

beenanywoman...Canwestickto

thechildren'sshares?



Didi:(sighed)Ehennyaaifyoufeel

likeitwasn'tyourfaultthensobeit.

It'sfineandcongratulationsonthe

wedding.I'lltalktoKenfirstandthen

getbacktoyousowecanchange

ownership

Amantle:Okay...

ShelookedatHazelasleeponDidi's

chestandherinnocentfacealmost

madehersmilebutshepressedher

lipstogetherandsighedstandingup

asDidilookedathertryingto

understandher...



Amantle:Thanksforlistening

Didi:(stillsitting)Whyareyoureally

doingthis?

Amantle:(turnedlookingather)We

allreachapointofmaturityinour

lives.

Didi:Butyou'renotevenmature,how

areyoumaturewhenyoucan'tsee

howmuchyou'vehurtme?Youslept

withmyhusbandanddestroyedmy

happiness,iforgavehimbutihaven't

forgottenseeinghimontopofyou...

(tearfully)Icangetovereverything

butthatstillhurtsme,hewas

wearingaring...Youknewhehada



wife

Amantle:Didiyoudon'tknowwhati

wentthroughwithKen...

Shewalkedbackandsatdown

lookingatheremotionally...

Amantle:Ilovedthatmanwhenhe

hadnothing...Yearswentbykele

patientandhewasn'tgettinglucky.I

couldgofor4monthswithahairstyle

andhecouldn'tdoanythingaboutit,

myparentsdidn'tsupportme

becauseichoseamantheydidn't

like.Theywantedmetodatea



certainguywhofittedtheirstandard.

Myfriendsmadefunofmefordating

abrokemanandjustlikeanywomen

outthereigottemptedbyhis

workingfriend.Iknowit'shardto

imagineKenasabrokemanbecause

youmethimwhenhewasadrug

dealerbuthehadnothingandhewas

skinnybutilovedhim.Ilefthimfor

hisfriendonlybecausehewas

working.IknewihadKen'sbabybut

hewouldn'tevenaffordacanof

formulasoipassedJantothefriend.

Ilatergotajobblahblahandyears

laterifindouthehasmoney,notjust

moneybutseriousmoneysoyesi



wantedthatformydaughterbecause

itwasherrighttoo.Ididwhatihadto

dotogetwhatwasrightfullyhers?

Can'tyourelatetobadthings

mother'saresometimesforcedtodo

justtogettheirchildrenthings?

Didishookherheadquietlyand

lookedawayashertearswelled...

Amantle:I'msorryfordestroyingyour

family,iknowyoutookithard...

Burningyourselfandstuffofcoursei

feelguilty,mypridewouldn'tallow

metoletthewordsI'msorrycome



outofmymouthbecauseithought

youmightgivemeattitude.Iwas

afraidyouwouldn'ttakeit.I'msorry,

ourchildrenareoldandgettingalong

thereisnoneedtohate,wecan'tbe

friendsbutwecantolerateeach

other.Ihavesomanyissuesinmy

lifeI'mtryingtofixandmy.

RelationshipwithJanisoneofthem.

Yougettingalongwithhermademe

realisethatiwasabadmotherfor

rejectingJanwhenifoundoutshe

wasalesbian.I'lladmitthatitreally

angeredmeandshestartedthisas

earlyas12,shewasflirtingwithgirls

attheageanditjustangeredme,i



didn'twanttodealwithherand

swepthertomymother.(pausedand

tookadeepbreath)Idon'tliketalking

aboutmymistakesbecauseidon't

wanttogetemotional,it'sjustnotthe

womanIwanttobebutI'msorry

Didi:(sighed)Okay,thanksfor

consideringthekids.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

asDidisattherethoughtfully.....

AtJan'sBnB....



Jan'sphonerangandsherolled

aroundonherchairandreachedfor

it...

Jan:Hello?

Agatha:Damn...Yourvoiceisgetting

deeper,thatshitworks

Jan:(laughed)Howiseverything?

Agatha:I'mdoneapplying

Jan:Thenhurrybackhere,iwantto

fuck

Agatha:(laughed)I'mcoming...

Penetrationakere?

Jan:(laughed)I'mwaitingonDHL



aboutmystrapon,ican'tfindtheold

one.

Agatha:Callthemandaskthemhow

longwehavetowait

Jan:(laughed)Yousoundlikeabitch

rightnow,shameonyou

Agatha:(laughed)Youmademethis

way

Jan:(laughed)Justbringyourassup

here,ican'tfunctionwithoutyou.

Agatha:Loveyou

Jan:Loveyoumore...

Shehungupandglancedatherwrist



watchthenshepulledthedrawerand

shookthetestosteroneshotand

injectedherselfthensheleanedback

massagingherselfanddisposedoff

theneedles.....

Zaneknockedonthedoorinhis

schooluniformandwalkedin...

Zane:Hey

Jan:Heywhat'sup?

Zane:(smiledanddustedhis

shouldersproudly)Guesswhoisa

dad..



Jan:(smiled)No

Zane:(laughed)Yep...

HeshowedherapictureofLailanude

sittingonthebathcryingemotionally

holdingSarona....

Jan:Wow...Manthisisnice,howdo

youfeel?

Zane:Ifeelgrown,likeI'mafamily

man...(theylaughed)Ijustwantto

finishmyformfiveandapplyforthe

forcesoicanaffordtobuythema

ticketandmarryhersoshecanstay

herewithme.



Jan:Don'tapplytotheforcewitha

formfivecertificate,you'llbeinthe

lowerrankforlife.Goforuniversity

andthenapplywithadegree,thereis

moneyfromthereupwards.

Zane:Okay...

Jan:Andoncetheschoolcloseswe

canworksomethingoutsoyoucan

save

Zane:You'dhelpme?

Jan:You'remylittlebrotherofcourse

I'dhelpyou,thisthingwasoriginally

namedafteryoudidyouknow?

Zane:Yeah,iheardaboutit

Jan:Wecanshareitwith,I'mnot



abouttobeinvolvedinmymother's

evilplots.Ourfatherstartedthisand

itsonlyfairthatweshareit.I'llkeep

savingasmuchasicanmaybein2

or3monthsyourgirlcanvisit.

Zane:Iloveyourightnow

Jan:Youlovemoneygetouthere!

Zane:(laughed)Thattoo...(lookingat

herarm)whatareyoudoing?

Jan:Iwastakingmyhormones,I'm

savingforabottomsurgeryandthat

shitisexpensive.IthinkI'llprobably

take2yearssaving.

Zane:(laughed)Willyoushowme

yourdickwhenyouaredone?



Jan:Alrightgetout

Zane:(laughed)Heycomeonweare

brothersaren'twe?I'mcurious

Jan:I'llshowyoubutyoucan'ttella

soul

Zane:CoolbymesodoesJantouch

youtooorwhat?I'mtryingto

understandhowyallhavesex

Jan:I'mthetypethatdon'tget

toucheddownthere,iprefertobe

withmyunderwearonfull-time

becauseigetoffseeinghercum

Zane:Wowserious?Anditreally

givesyoufullpleasure

Jan:(laughed)Yes,allrightthisis



weirdlet'stalkaboutsomethingelse.

Zane:(laughed)Interesting....Um

they'recallingyouatthebar..

Theybothwalkedout.

AtLolo'smother's....

Setsowalkedthroughthegate

carryingherbackpackasLolohung

Mofenyi'sclothesontheline.Each

timeshelookedattheyardshe

rememberedhermother,andthe

crowdthatusedtositunderthetree



havingmberere.

Calvinhadpaintedthehousebefore

theymovedinbutitstillcouldn'ttake

awaythememoriesshehadevenon

thedayofhermother'sburialwhen

peoplewereallovertheyard...

Setso:Dumelang...

Lolo:Hello,howwasschool?

Setso:Itwasgood...

Shequietlywalkedinthehouseand

tookoffheruniformasMofenyilaid



onthemattress,shelaidonthebed

andstaredatMofenyiplayingwith

histinyfingersthenLoloslowly

walkedincarefulnottohurtherself...

Lolo:Areyouokay?

Setso:Idon'tlikestayinghere...

Lolo:YouwanttogobacktoCalvin?

Setso:No,Iwishwecouldstay

somewhereelse.Idon'tlikethisyard.

Itremindsmeofthingsidon'twant

toremember.

Lolo:Likewhat?

Setso:Justbadthings...



Lolo:Hunger?

Setso:It'spartofittoo...

AcarstoppedoutsideasLololaid

downlookingather...

Lolo:Whydon'tyoulikethisyard?

Setsolookedinhereyesandthedoor

openedbeforeshecouldspeak...

Baby:Ko-ko...

Lolo:Tsena....



Babywalkedinandfrownedlooking

athermotherbreastfeedingababy..

Andrew:Thereisababyinside?Ami

allowedtogetinorshouldIwait

outside?

Lolo:comein...

Theybothsatdowncompletely

confused...

Andy:Didn'tyoulosethetwins?

Lolo:Ihadtripletsandlost2,ididn't



wantalotofpeopleknowing

becausehewasstillintheincubator

andiwasn'tsureabouthissafety

Andy:Ohokay..

Babybithernailslookingdownnot

surehowtostart...

Andy:Setsocanyouhelpmewith

somethingoutside?

Setso:Okay...

Theywalkedoutandclosedthethen

Babytookadeepbreathlookingat



hermother...

Baby:I'mheretoapologiseformy

behaviourthepastcoupleofmonths

especiallyafterfindingoutaboutyour

pregnancy.Ireactedbadlyandiam

sorry.Ididn'tknowiwassowrong

untilAndrewmademeseethings

fromanotherangle.Mamaiwronged

you...Idisrespectedyouand

embarrassedyou...Pleaseforgiveme

Lolo:Ok,iforgiveyou.

Baby:Justlikethat?

Lolo:Yes

Baby:Youhaven't



Lolo:Ilongforgaveyoubutitdoesn't

meanihavetogetmyhopesup

aboutyou,you'llalwaysdothis

becauseyoudon'trespectmeand

youdon'tthinkyouneedmeinyour

life.Youhaveahousethatgives

moneyandagoodboyfriendandnow

achildsowhatuseamitoyou?I

can'tmakeyourespectmeand

Andrewcan'tforceyoutoseethings

thewayheseesthem.Clearlyhewas

raisedwell,unfortunatelyididabad

jobraisingyou.Maybeyou'restill

hidingangerorresentment

concerninghowyougrewup..

Baby:Iamnotandyoudidagoodjob,



I'mjustonepersonwhoisalways

badathandlingmyemotionsand

maybeit'sthepregnancyorwhatbut

I'msorrymama.Peoplearedifferent

andmymistakeshavenothingtodo

withyou,forgiveme

Lolo:Thereisnoproblem

Baby:I'msorryfornotcomingtothe

burial...Mayiseehim?

LolowrappedMofenyiwithasheet

andhandedherasLolosmiledat

her....

Baby:Heiscute,what'shisname?



Lolo:Mofenyi...

Baby:Indeed...

Ataxistoppedoutsideandthen

SetsoandAndywalkedinthehouse

carryingplasticsofPampersJumbo

packs,wetwipesandotherthings...

Andy:Gatweretise..

Lolo:(frowned)Kemang?

Setso:Thetaximansaidhewastold

todropthemhere...

Lolo:Askedbywho?

Setso:Hesaidthemandidn'ttellhim



thename.

Lolo:hee...Mmekebone,idon't

knowanyonewhocandothis.

NobodyknowsaboutMofenyi...

Setso:Whoeveritisevenbought

clothes,plasticyeenaletrucksuit

Baby:Doespapaknow?

Lolo:Waiiit'snothim..

Lolo'sphonerang...

Lolo:Hello?

Voice:MmagweMofenyihowareyou?

Lolo:I'mfine



Voice:(laughed)Haekareoakabetse

jaanaobualestepfathersaga

Mofenyiautwa?

Lolo:Erra,obidiwamangenerragwe

Mofenyi?

Voice:You'llseehimatchurchwhen

youareabletowalk.

Lolo:NgngMofenyiomontegore

whatifwenaomaswemmeo

ipateletsangwanake?(helaughed)

Wareomang?

Voice:(laughed)Gatwewhatifkele

maswe?Mofenyiogoreileareobata

rragweyomontewaboompata

maratohaoutwaoipuisadilonyana



Lolo:(laughed)Therraakoolesego

ntshamekisaobuwegorewareo

mang?

Andy,BabyandSetsoallstaredather

thenshelookeddownembarrassed...

Lolo:Tswelangkontelonakebuale

phonelentibileengjaanong..

Theyalllaughedandsteppedout

closingthedoor...

Lolo:Wareomangnerra?Areyou



themidwife?Noitcan't,heis

married...Onurse?

Voice:I'mMofenyi'stepfather,what

don'tyouunderstand?

Lolo:Mxmotaabuahaoleserious

Sheimpatientlyhungupthenhesent

P20airtimeandcalled...

Lolo:Hello?

Voice:KezamileP20haMofenyia

batasengweosendemessage.

Lolo:Whoareyou?Togakegoripota

Voice:Onthipotelagosapota



ngwanakemoratile?

Lolo:TellAatilethatthisisnotfunny

Voice:I'mnothim

Lolo:Thisiscreepy,ifitwasn'tmeant

toberomanticit'snotitsactually

scary

Voice:(laughed)EeakerekeJames

Bondnyana,

Lolo:(laughed)Ifsomeoneisplaying

tricksonmebagoswaba,canisee

you?

Voice:(laughed)No,you'llseeme

after2weekswhenyouhavehealed

fornowmmekebeebotsetsipele



Lolo:Thisistoogoodtobetruekana

gankakekaapesangwanakemetseto

yagagokesaitsegoreetshasitswe

eng.

Voice:Mxmtabooseseriousgapei

knoweverythingaboutyouAatilegaa

sapotengwanasothwaagalahelao

neeleMofenyidilotsagagwe

Lolo:Soyou'retakingadvantageof

me?What'syourname?Thereaako

ompolelewena,gapevoiceyagago

esexynyanakatswaosautwe

Voice:(laughed)OhmyGod!Ican't

believeyousaidthat,waapekaLolo

waitse



Lolo:Mxmwareomang?Doiknow

you?

Voice:Youmetmeoncewhenyou

werenewinGaborone...olelefirst

yearoleuptightgore.Ihungwithyour

friend

Theybothlaughedthenheplayed

theesong,Lolo'sJawsdroppedand

shesmiled...

Lolo:(laughed)Hohoho....Brandon

gasegorewaapeka,fotshekoska

nteletsaobatagonthogisamotho

akereletagwakewena



Shehungupthenhecalled...

Lolo:What?

Brandon:(laughed)Themmaska

dropawena

Lolo:(laughed)Mxmwaitsegoreo

mborilegore,doyouknowhowmuch

ihatedyou?Andyouweremarried,

mosadiokae?

Brandon:(laughed)hatedme?Neo

kasethoke.Neolebarinakoyateng

kahipsterephukaletseng...(they

laughed)mywifepassedonyears

ago.Iactuallygotyournumberfrom



Ken

Lolo:(laughed)What'swrongwith

men,howcanheeventalktoyou?

Brandon:Reebuilesennaheismy

boy

Lolo:DoesDidiknow?

Brandon:No

Lolo:Brandonbathonnagakebate

drama

Brandon:Whatdrama?Wearetoo

oldtobebeatingaroundthebushes,

Didiishappilymarried.Youcan'tstop

livingforher,canwegiveitatry?

Unlesselegorennagaonfilehela

thenI'dunderstand



Lolo:Wenaobotokanyanagakegane

(theybothlaughedloudly)mathata

Eish...

Brandon:Takeyourtimethinking

aboutit,nopressure...Fornowwe

canjustbefriends.…honestlyi

boughtthosebecauseibeentold

what'shappening,iwasn'ttryingto

buyyouormakeyouwantme.Ijust

knowthebabyneedsthem.

Lolo:Thanks

Brandon:Goshapo..(laughed)Bare

gakeganeobotokanyana

Lolo:(theylaughed)Mxmgoshapo

kwa



Brandon:AndI'mnolongerdrinking,

thatwasjustmebeingchildish

enjoyingmyfirstsalary,nekpeka

hela.

Lolo:Iwonderhowyoulooknow,o

neolelekaunakoelekana

Brandon:(laughed)Retaakopanaga

otswamobotsetsing

Lolo:(laughed)Shap

Shehungupsmilingandshookher

headthenhesent2ofhispictures,

shezoomedonhisfaceandbither

lipblushinglookingathisface...



Brandon:(text)Sendyours

Lolo:(sent2)it'sbeenawhilesincei

tookpictures,thosearerecent

Brandon:Thisisjustwhatineed,a

womanwithaheightthatchallenges

me

Lolo:(laughedtyping)Anlethatago

bonwantšwakelona.Tallgirlsrea

sokolagobonamadodaamaleele

Brandon:Kanagatwelenyatsabo

seskhuchu

Lolo:(laughedtyping)Waarumolana

akere?

Brandon:Noitsageneralthing,i

knowtallwomenhatedatingshort



menandipersonallylikeawoman

withheightandmeatbecauseI'mnot

tryingtolooklikeI'mrapingsomeone.

Lolo:Gone

Brandon:Mofenyiokae?

Lolo:(sentapictureofhimasleep)...

Brandon:That'snice,wewilltalklater

akere?

Lolo:Okay

Brandon:Cheers

Sheputherphonedownandsmiled

coveringhermouthindisbelief....



Abonuswillbepostedat6ifthis

insertreaches24Kbefore6pm

*

*

*

*

[9/4,12:24AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴150

AtLolo'smom's...

Laterthatafternoonayellowishsun

wentdownasBabyrakedinfrontof



thehousessurroundedbyacloudof

dust.Andypushedtherusty

wheelbarrowoverasitmadean

annoyingsoundandparkednextto

thelastpileofleavesthenBaby

pickedthemwithherhandsandfilled

thewheelbarrow.

Andy:Bringthematchessoican

burnit...

Baby:Okay...

OnceatthepitAndygrabbedthe

metalrakeandpushedthe

surroundingtrashcloserthenhe



Squattedandburnedtheleaveswhile

Babystoodbehindhim.

Heprotectivelypulledherback...

Andy:Goinside,I'llguard.Something

mightpopoutofthefireandhurtyou

gapegomosi...

Baby:Okay..

Andy:Gawalapaaker?

Baby:I'mfine

Andy:(smiled)Ioweyouamessage...

Shelaughedandpickedthebaby's



thingsfromthelinethenshedusted

herfeetatthestoopandwalkedin...

Lolodriedherselfandsteppedoutof

thebathasSetsorockedthebabyon

herarmssidewayssingingtohim...

Lolo:Don'tstrainyourselfwenaor

elseyourbackwillhurt

Baby:I'mfine...Mamawhydon'tyou

moveinmyhouseuntilyou'reokay?

Lolo:That'saleasedhousesowe

don'tjustkickoutthetenantsasif

wearetalkingaboutaoneroom.

Whitepeoplelikesuingbakagosuwa.



Don'tworryaboutme,I'mexpecting

themoneysometimesduringthis

weekandassoonasI'vehealedI'llbe

building.

Baby:Okay,

Lolo:Don'ttellyourfatherorMaya

aboutthisbaby

Baby:Iwon't,don'tworry...

Lolo:Howisthebaby?

Baby:(laughed)It'sfine...Shekicked

likecrazy,it'sveryweiredknowing

thattherrisahumaninsideyou.

Lolo:AllowAndytofeelthosekicks

everydaysohecanbondwiththe

baby



Baby:Okay...

Andyknockedoutside...

Baby:I'mcoming!(toLolo)Wehave

totoandbathntsererakerkonte

Lolo:Okay,seeyou

Baby:I'llcomeherearound9pmjust

goitisaabokeboawhenwesleep..

Lolo:okay...

Shekissedthebabyandleft...



Baby:GoshapSetso..

Setso:shap...

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedout...

Andy:(standingoutside)Gosiame

Lolo:Badumelepapa

Andy:Emma...

Andydustedhispantsandgotinthe

carthentheydroveoff....

AtChurch.....



Kenunlockedhislittleofficeand

walkedinthenhesatdownand

pulledthecalendarofeventsand

thoughtfullyleanedbackreading,

Brandon'scallcamethrough...

Ken:Hello?

Bran:Uhthanks,lookslikethingsare

lookingup.

Ken:(laughed)Gladtohearthat,take

careofher.Shecanbehandfulbuti

trustyoubigtime

Bran:(laughed)Ilovethestubborn

ones,relationshipebataaction



esengnotyessirallthetime.

Ken:(laughed)Great..

Bran:Shap

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfully,

everythingwasgoingaccordingly

thenhedialedDidi...

Didi:Hello?

Ken:Hey..

Didi:Weneedtotalk..

Ken:Aboutwhat?

Didi:Amantlewashere



Ken:Whatdidshewant?Waitsenna

Amantlewantena...Areng?

Didi:Shewantstogivethekids

sharestsagago,idon'tknowitits

genuinewewilltalkaboutitwhen

yougethome.

Ken:Alright,iloveyou

Didi:Iloveyoutoo

AtDidi'sHouse...

MeanwhileDidihungupandlaidon

thecouchthenshedialedBrandon...



Brandon:Hello?

Didi:Hi,kantewhathappenedtoyou?

Brandon:Whatdoyoumean?

Didi:Ineverheardfromyousince

thatdayatthetoiletsokeipotsa

goreaosiame,iunderstandKennne

atenegilethatagolohale.Nnela

hetsajangkgangyalonakante?

Brandon:Reshaphela,wearestill

friendsbutheaskedmenottotalkto

youso...

Didi:You'restillfriends?

Brandon:Notlikebeforebutrebua

shapshaphela,icantellhedoesn't

trustmebecausethereare



conditionsconcerningyouandi

respectthatbecausennaKenwas

myfriendbeforeifoundoutwho

you're.Yeswedon'thavethatlong

butwewerebuddies.(serioustone)

KenwaagorataDidiwaitse?(she

keptquiet)Idon'twanttohurthim....I

almostfeelsorryforhim,thewayhe

changedpersonalityinthattoilet...I

couldhavedecidedtobestubborn

butbecauseicouldseehispaini

tookthewisestwayout...Thisguy

willkillforyou.Don'teverlethim

catchyouinacompromisingposition

withamanagainbecauseyou

wouldn'tjustconvincehimittakes



somethingserioustoactually

convincehim.Wagorataoskamo

utusabothoko

Didi:Ican'tbelieveyou'refriendswith

him,wenaokgathiwakeeng?

Brandon:(laughed)Orayajang?Bona

dropamogalaoiseontshenyetse

friendshipbecauseitisbearinggood

fruitsforme.

Didi:Youcan'tbefriendswithmy

husbandBrandonkahaompata

Brandon:Gonejaanagakegobate

akereDidi?It'sbeenmonthskesa

letse.That'swhykeredon'tcallme

becauseichosemyfriendshipwith



himovercompetingforyou.Kenke

tsalaamethatincidentyakotoilet

showedmehowmuchhelovesyou

becausehewentallcrazyandicould

havefoughtbackbecausennaKen

akasempalelebutitwashisnight

andididn'twanttoruin.

Didi:KoorewammakatsaBran

becauseyoustartedthishelatheday

youpickeduskoAirport,youknew

youwereplanningtofuckmethefirst

chanceyougotknowingKenwas

yourfriend-

Brandon:Didiimadeamistake,Can

weendthisconversation...Kenwa

pekaandIwouldn'tknowwhattosay



tohimthistime.Deletemynumberre

actehlikeadults.

Didi:Gosiamerra,nnanneesegore

keagobata.Kemakadiwake

friendshipyagagoleKen

Brandon:KenandIaregrownmen

wecanhandleoursuspicions

properlygosenadiemotions.Re

shap.

Shehungupanddeletedhisnumber

thenLolo'scallcamethrough...

Didi:Hello?



Lolo:Hi,areyoubusy?

Didi:Notreally,why?

Lolo:Canyoucomeover?Thereis

somethingIwanttotalktoyouabout

Didi:Ok,I'mcominglennakeborilwe

kesengwegoneha,tatarebua.

Lolo:Shap..

Shehungupandleft....

AtLolo'sHouse...

LaterthateveningDidisatnexttothe

mattressandsmiledholdingMofenyi



asLololaidonhertummylookingat

her...

Lolo:Canwetalk?

Didi:Sure,keengotaantshosa?

Lolo:(laughed)Gasesepe...doyou

rememberBrandon?YolewakoGabs

Didi:Yes

Lolo:Hewantsmebutihaven't

respondedbecauseiwantedtotalk

toyouaboutitfirst.Idon'twantto

fightwithyoubut....(reluctantly)I

waswonderingifitsokaytobewith

himsinceyouweren'trealllydating



Didi:ButIhadsexwithhim...Hetook

myinnocenceaway.Rememberhow

angryyouwereaboutAatileyetyou

hadn'tevenhadsex?NnaleBrandon

rerobalanye,ntsewammatahelaa

nthobetsebolotolegone?

Lolo:Yes,istillwanthim.Wouldyou

mind?

*

*

*

*
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AtLolo'sHouse...

Didi:It'snotthatI'mavoidingyour

question,I'llansweryoubutiwantto

understandsomething.Doyounow

seethatyouwerewrongtoattackme

forsleepingwithAatile?Youwantmy

ex,BranleAatilearealmostthe

same...WenagolohaleibileAatile

wantedyoukamolomohelayou

hadn'tevenkissedandthenyou

rejectedhimtellinghimyouwanted

tofocus;hecametomeandiagreed



entseelewenayouattackedme.

WouldibewronggotshwaraMofenyi

kamolalakemoshapamoleboteng?

Lolo'sheartpoundedasshelooked

atDidiholdingMofenyi...

Didi:NkarabeLolo,youbeatmefor

sleepingwithaguywhojustwanted

younotevenyourexandnowyou're

hereboldlytellingmeyouwantmy

leftovers

Lolo:Butitoldyouilovedhim,yesi

wasn'twithhimbutilovedhim.

Didi:SoifitellyouiloveBrandonyou



willnotdatehim?(shekeptquiet)

NkarabeolehonestLolo...Ifisay

don'tdateBrandonbecauseistill

lovehim,willitstopyou?

Lolo:Butyou'remarried

Didi:Girlcodeisforsinglewomen

hela?Sogorianahamosadianyalwa

helaherfriendsbaikabakadiex?

Youstillhaven'tansweredme,ifi

saidilovehimwillitstopyoufrom

beingwithhim?

Lolo:Iguessnot

Didi:Good,sodoyounow

understandwhatdrovemetobewith

Aatilethattime?Kerayagoreyou



judgedmeandevenbeatmebut

todayyou'reherefallingforBrandon...

Nowdoyouunderstand?

Lolo:Iunderstandandiknowhow

harditisbecauseiknowhowifelt

whenyouwantedAatile,I'mnoteven

goingtoactlikeidon'tunderstand

howyoufeel.That'swhyichoseto

sitdownandtalktoyouwiththe

understandingyagorewhenyour

frienddatesaguyyouoncepassed

bygagonnemonate,eogakee

ganetsetsalaameonkutwe.Honestly

it'swrongforfriendstoexchange

menthewaywedobutihavea

situation,kerataBrandon.Totawe



haven'tevenmet...Theonethingi

likeaboutyoutsalaamekegore

unlikemeokgonagoitshwara,iam

violentandyesmaybeifitwasme

nkabokelwagonejaana,Iwon'teven

actholy.Iknowhowyoufeelbuti

haveasituationibeensadandthis

guymightjustbemychanceat

happiness.

Didi:Ihearyou,Brandonandiare

history...Therewasnochemistryor

anythinglikethatsoIgiveyoumy

blessings.Youdon'tneedmy

permissionbutirespectthatyoudid

that...

Lolo:Gonetobehonesttheonly



reasonI'mconsideringhimis

becausehewasanightstandand

you'veneverreallytalkedabouthim,i

knowyoutalkaboutaguywhenyou

lovehimbutwithBrandonyoujust

passedandforgotallabouthim.

Haneelegoreyoudatedormaybe

youhavebeenseeingeachotheron

andoffIwouldn'twanthimbecause

itwouldmeanhehasfeelingsforyou

andyouhavefeelingsforhim.Gone

mmelekileladirasengwesincethen?

Didi:(smiled)Whatifisaywehadsix

monthsago,otaareng?

Lolo:Themmannaserious...I'dreally

liketrythingswithhim.Hebought



Mofenyithosethingsearlieraboa

letsarebua,itwasn'tanything

serious.Hejustsaidhewasn'tina

hurrysoidecidedtokindoftalkto

youfirst.

Didilookedinhereyesanddownat

Mofenyithenshelaughedandshook

herhead...

Didi:(laughed)Hahajaijannakea

tshameka,I'mjoking,Ijustwantedto

hearwhatyou'dsay.Whatmakesyou

thinkicancheatonKen?

Lolo:(laughed)Tshamekasente



Didi:(laughed)Sorry...(lookingathim)

doyoureallylovehim?

Lolo:Iwouldn'tcallitloveakerewe

haven'tspenttimetogetherbutI'm

attractedtohimandI'minterestedin

trying.

Didi:Thengoaheadandgiveitatry

andthanksforlettingmeknow.

Lolo:Iknewitwouldn'tbeaneasy

discussionbutkegorekeakanya

gorewehavebeenthroughenoughto

behidingreiphithakamonwana.

Didi:That'strue,giveitatry...I'm

marriedandidon'tknowmuchabout

Brankeitseleinahela



Lolo:Hetoldmeheisfriendswith

Ken,doesKenreallyknow?

Didi:Yesbutiguesstheybrushedit

offandmovedon.

Lolo:Okay,osureosiameaboutit

gonemme?

Didi:I'mtotallyfine

Lolo:Thanks...Whatdidyousaywas

botheringyouearlier?

Didi:Uhwaiijustmystockatthe

boutique,I'llbeokay...

AtDidi'sHouse.....



MeanwhileKenwalkedinthehouse

asFaithmixedmotogoforherlittle

sisterandsatonthecouchfeeding

herasheclosedthedoor...

Ken:Heyguys

Faith:Heydaddy

Hazel:Daddy!

Hazelranoverthenhepickedherup

asFaithwalkedoverwiththebowl...

Ken:Ismommyhome?

Faith:No



Ken:Howlonghasshebeengone?

Faith:Idon'tknow...

Ken:IsZanehome?

Faith:Yes,heisSkyping

Ken:Okay...

HeputHazeldownandheadingto

thebedroomtakingouthisphone

anddialedDidibutherphonerang

unansweredagain.

Hesatontheedgeofthebedand

rubbedhisfacethenhedialed

Brandon..



Brandon:Hello?

Ken:Shit,wastryingtocall

somebodyelse

Brandon:Ohok,cheers

Ken:What'sonthebackground?

Brandon:KeTerminatoronthehome

theatre,justentertainingmyself.Ke

itiretseCinema

Ken:(laughed)You'rejustalone?

Brandon:MmhemasweTerminator

Ken:I'llpassbyinafewminutes

Brandon:sure



Hehungupandsighedfalling

backwardsonthebedstaringatthe

ceilingthenheleapedupandleft

dialingArona...

Arona:Ello?

Ken:Hi

Arona:Maybekewrongnumber

pastor,youcalledthegay

Ken:(laughed)Obatampamakana

wena,takekebueleDidihoo

Arona:Sheisnothere,wasshe

comingover?I'mcuddlingwithWord

shebetterbejustpassingby



Ken:(laughed)AronaLefokoonyetse

kanawaaitse?

Arona:Don'tstartwithme,please.

Dealwithyourstuddaughterfirst

Ken:(laughed)Owelekathogo

laiteaka

Arona:Waitsemodimoomogolo,

Kennacalledagay..GayhelaArocius

wagotikiwakamakapeabanana

Ken:(laughed)Gasegorekgangee

hedilekante?otekerekengrego

rapellemonnaMaungaseSodomele

Gomora

Arona:ThapeloepaletseJanibileo

dijejetswamogonnaPastor



Ken:(laughed)Waitsapisa,goShap

Arona:Bye

Hehungupandsighedsittinginthe

carwonderingwhereshewasthenhe

droveoutcallingseveralpeople....

AtBrandon'sHouse...

LateronBransteppedoutofthe

bathroominhisshortsandlaidon

thecouchwatchinghismoviethenhe

gotaknockonthedoorandopened

thedoor,Kenwalkedinandtheysat



onthecouchchattingwhilehe

secretlyobservedeverylittledetail

abouthishouse...

Hehad2bottlesofbeeronthetable

andaplatewithchickenbones...

Ken:ArengLolo?

Brandon:Sheisgood...Wetalkover

thephonehelaandweonlystarted

todaybutsofarsogood.Ithought

shewillbedifficultbutitwaseasy...

Ken:Borrowmeyourphonekelletse

mongwe,I'mlowonair



Brandonpickedhisphoneand

unlockedthescreenthenhehanded

himthephone.

Kencheckedhismessagesandcall

logwherehecameacrossDidi's

numberandtookadeepbreathto

calmdownthenhedialedZane's

numberforthesakeofitandhanded

itback....

Ken:Gaaarabe...

Brandon:Okay..



Ken:Mxm,iforgotthatZanesaid

thereisagameofbasketballtonight,

letmegohome.I'llseeyou

tomorrow..

Brandon:Okay...

Kenwalkedoutandtookamoment

inthecarleaningagainstthesteering

wheelashisheartthrobbedagainst

hisribcage.Hestartedthecarand

droveoffbutashedrovealongthe

roadtearsfilledhiseyes,ahugelump

blockedhisthroatandhefrowned

swallowingashisthroatcracked

thenhepressedhislipstogetherand



pulledover.

Heleanedbackandrubbedhisface

withbothhandstakingadeepbreath

andexhaling...

Ken:(shakyvoice)OhGod...

*

*

*

*

*

.



.
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AtDidi'sHouse....

Kenwalkedinthehouseandclosed

thedoorthenhetookoffhisJersey

andswitchedofftheTVandthe

lightspassingtothegirlsroom,Faith

andHazelweresleepingonthesame

bedthenheknockedonZane's

room...



Zame:Comein..

HewalkedinasZanesatonthe

studytablewithalaptopandLailaon

thescreenassheheldthebabyon

herarms...

Zane:Heydad

Ken:Hi...(leanedoversmilingatthe

screen)HiLailahowismy

granddaughter?

Laila:(smiled)HiMrDaniel..Sheis

fine,wearedoing



Zane:Um...Canigetbacktoyouin5?

Laila:Sure,bye

Hecloseddownthelaptopand

turnedlookingupathisfather...

Ken:Howhaveyoubeen?

Zane:Good,good....Mamaishardly

home,istheresomethinggoingon?

Ken:Idon'tknow,I'myettofindout.

Maybesheisjustbusy.

Zane:Ok,ithoughtso.

Ken:Goodnight

Zane:Goodnight..



Kenclosedthedoorandgotintheir

bedroomashisphonerangthenhe

satonthebeduntyinghisshoelaces

andpicked..

Ken:Hello?

Brandon:Yeah

Ken:what'sup?

Brandon:Istheresomethingwe

shouldtalkabout?

Ken:Whatdoyoumean?

Brandon:Iwasholdingmyphoneand

inoticedsomething,somethingyou



mighthavemisunderstood.

Ken:Whatexactly?

Brandon:Whydidn'tyouaskme

insteadofleaving?

Ken:(leanedbackandsighed)

Brandon,letmetellyousomething....

Idon'tlikebeingliedtoorbeing

madeafoolandsometimesiavoid

puttingpeopleinapositionwhere

theyhavetolietomejustsoIdon't

dosomethingI'llregretlater.Ididn't

askyoubecauseI'mprotecting

myself,kenekebabalelamaikuto

amebecauseiknewyouwouldn'ttell

methetruthaboutwhatyoutwo



talkedabout.EvennowI'mnotgonna

askyouwhatyoutwoweretalking

aboutonthatphonecallbecauseyou

aregoingtolieandyouknowitso

insteadofhavingapointless

argumentwithyouichosetowalk

awayfromsuchasituation.NnaDidi

keamorataandyeahmaybeit

makesmeafoolbutlovedoesthat

sometimes,I'mnotgoingtodenythat.

Insteadofushavingthischildish

backandforthshitI'mchoosingto

endwhateverfriendshipwehad.It

waspointlesstocarryonafterthat

awkwardmomentinthetoiletbuti

can'tcarryonwiththisanymore.



Brandon:Youdon'tunderstand

Ken:Hangupthephoneandcarryon

Brandon:Canicomeoverandtalkto

you?

Ken:No,idon'twanttobeliedtoand

idon'twanttoputyouinasituation

whereyouhavetolie.Stopcallingme

andkeepyourdistance,andIdon't

holdgrudges.Ifwemeetsomewhere

wewillbumpshouldersandmaybe

chatbutitendsthere.

Brandon:Kanaoitsegoregontse

jang?Keamiwakegoreididn'tdo

anythingwrongleeneDidishedidn't

doanythingwrong.



Ken:Gakegane,that'swhykereif

bothofyoufeelyoudidnothing

wrongcarryonleeneDidiwhenshe

getshomeI'mnotgoingtoaskher

anything.It'sherphoneshecancall

whoevershewantslewenahelajalo

butIwon'thangaroundtoseethat

happeningbecauselennakemotho

kenalemaikutoandinyourdeepest

mindyouknowyou'rehiding

somethingfrommeaboutthenight

inthetoiletbutthenmentioningis

evenstupid.Selosanthahelayou

don'thaveanuncle,yourfatheristhe

onlysonsobutiguessyoudidn't

thinkI'dfindout.Keagoitshwarela



laiteaka,tsamaa.

Hehungupthephoneandsighed

takingoffhist-shirtthenhelaidon

thebedforawhilebeforegoingfora

showerandcollectinghislaptopfrom

Zane.

Helaidonthebedandbrainstormed

onseveralprojectshecoulddoto

occupyhismind,minuteslaterDidi

walkedinandgotonthebed...

Didi:Hey



Ken:Heybabe

Didi:(takingoffherclothes)Whatare

youdoing?

Ken:Justwritingdownseveralideas...

Didi:Isawyourmissedcalls,iwasat

Lolo'shouseandiaccidentallyleft

myphoneinthecar.

Ken:Ok

Hecontinuedtypingupsome

documentsthenDidislowlyclosed

hislaptopandturnedhisfaceoverto

hers,shekissedhimgrindingherself

onhisbonerbuthereluctantlyturned

hisheadandclearedhisthroat..



Ken:Babeum...I'mlittletiredright

now.Canwedothistomorrow?

Didi:Isthisaboutmenotanswering

myphone?Ongaletsegone?

Ken:Kemangarilengkengadile?I

saidI'mtiredandiwasbusywith

somethingbeforeyouclosedmy

laptop.

Didi:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou

couldn'tjustcallLolotoconfirm

whereiwas

Ken:Sothatyoucanaccusemeof

something?Thelasttimeiinvitedher

tochurchyouthrewafitsayingI'm



toofriendlynowI'matfaultfor

respectingyourfeelings?Ifyou're

tellingmeI'mtoofriendlytoacertain

womanI'lldefinitelykeepmy

distancefromheroutofrespectfor

youasmywifebecauseitdoesn't

matterifIdon'tfeelanythingtowards

herwhatmattersiswhatyoufeel,am

iwrongtocutallcommunications

withher?

Didi:Okaynowiunderstandbutthat's

whereI'vebeen.

Ken:I'mnotsayingyou'relying,why

areexplainingandjustifyingyourself?

Didi:Becauseicantellyouarefeeling



somehow,dididosomethingwrong?

Ken:Don'tplaydumbwithme,getoff

me,thereasonidon'twanttotalkis

becauseidon'tlikebeingliedto.

Didi:Whatamilyingabout?

Kenlookedupatherasshesaton

histummywithherhandsonhis

chest...

Ken:Getoffme...

Didi:Whatamilyingtoyouabout?

Ken:WhydidyoucallBrandon?



Shepausedlookinginhiseyes...

Ken:Whyareyouthinking?

Didi:I'mnotthinking

Ken:So?Whydidyoucallhim?

Didi:Icalledtoaskhimhowhewas

doinghela,ididn'thaveanything

specific

Ken:Solennakennekechekamy

exs?KenalediextsedintsiDidiwa

itsetota?Andmostofthemarevery

beautiful,thekindofwomenyou'd

wonderifthey'rereal,I'msurehalfof

themmightbesingleandwouldn't

mindacalfromme.You'llberunning



aroundburningyourselfagain

Didi:(laughed)Nowthat'sfunny,do

youreallythinkI'dburnmyselffor

you?Isthatwhyyoubefriended

Brandonandhookedhimupwith

Lolosothatyoucanredirecthis

attention?

Ken:Noteverythingisaboutyou,

Brandonlongtoldmehewaslonely

waybeforeweevenmovedback

here...Oboobonagoreontiraeng

whenI'mfaithfultoyou.Youcannot

possiblythinkitsokaytocallaguy

yousleptwithjusttocheckonhim.

Brandonkebuileleeneanonkutule

butthenclearlywenagaobatego



emisagomosalamoragoevenwhen

heismovingon.

Didi:Brandonkanagasegoreo

batelaLologorewamorataheis

doingittopleaseyoubecauseyou

areactinglikeavictimaccusing

everyone.

Ken:Don'ttalktomelikethat.I'm

reallytryingmybesttokeepthis

familytogetherbutyoudon'thave

timeformeorthechildren,i

understandI'mboringyoubutdo

yourchildrenboreyouaswell?

Didi:No-

Ken:Idon'tknowwhatIhavetodoto



getyoutounderstandthatiloveyou,

throughoutalltheseican'tevenask

oneoftheseniorpastorstohelpus

dealwiththisbecauseyoudon'tlike

churchorevenbelieveinGod.What

doyouwantfromme?

Didi:You'retalkinglikeyou'venever

madeamistake

Helickedhislipsandswallowed

lookingupather...

Ken:Whydidyougetbackwithme?

ClearlyI'mgoingtopaytherestofmy

lifesowhygetmyhopesupnnake



tsayagorewearebuildingourfamily

againwenaonnaeachtimeItryto

correctyouit'slikeIdon'thavethe

righttocomplain?Haveiever

wrongedyouordisrespectedyouthe

past7years?(shekeptquiet)Babeif

youfeellikeidon'thavetherightto

correctyouwhenyou'rewrongorjust

complainletmeknow.Ireally

thoughtwearemovingforward,I'm

tryingmybest...Eachtimeyousay

somethingIrespectit,startingwith

Amantledowntoincidentyamaloba

obuagoreI'mtoofriendlyonyour

friend,irespectedthatandkeptmy

distance.I'mhomeafterworkor



church,I'mheretryingtoteachZane

howtohandlehislittlefamily.I'm

withFaithandHazel,whatareyou

doing?Tellmewhatyoubeendoing...

Howmanytimesdoyoucomehome

andfindmeinbedwiththelightsoff

rerobetse?Can'tyouseeyou're

givingmeareasontobesuspicious

ofyou?Doyouevenrememberthe

lasttimewehadsex?Theonly

reasonyouwantsextodayis

becauseyoufeelguiltyabout

something.Whenlastdidwehave

sex?

Sheflippedherhairbackstillsitting



onhistummyashelookedupather...

Ken:Pleasegetoffme...

Sheslowlygotoffhimthenhesaton

theedgeofthebedrubbinghisface,

therewassilentawkwardmomentas

hepoppedhisknuckleswaitingfor

hertorespondpositivelybutpulled

upthesheetsandlookeddown....

Ken:Ithinkit'sbestwesleepin

separaterooms,I'mmovingintothe

spareroom.Ican'tdothisanymore

becauseit'sweighingmedownandi



can'tconcentrateonanythingelse.

Maybeyouneedspaceforyouto

comehomeontimebecause

wheneverikeepaskingforsexkea

lapisa.Idon'tknowwhatI'm

supposedtodohaoreI'mboringyou,

nakotsedingweyoumustlistento

yourselfbeforeyouspeak,howdo

youtellanotherpersonthatthey're

boring?Legoneionlystartedboring

helawhenafterwearrivedfrom

OklahomaosenagobonaBrandon,

Didiontsayajaakasemata.Gaosa

mpatempolelelahelainsteadof

doingallthese.



Hestoodupandopenedthe

wardrobegettingapairofbeddingas

Didiwatchedhim,partofherwanted

tostophimbutthenanotherstillhad

unresolvedissueswithBrandon.

ShefeltabitsadforKen,clearlyhe

wasinpainbutshecouldn'tignore

theissuesshehadwithBrandon.Ken

pickedthelaptoplookinginhereyes

andgotthephonebeforewalking

out...

Ken:Goodnight,iloveyou



Heclosedthedoor.…

Inthespareroom....

Kensatonthebedandsighed

listeningtohisheart,hecouldfeelit

breakingallthewayhisthroat.His

mindwasblankandhedidn'tknow

whatelsehehadtosay.Partofhim

wantedtogetbackinthethereand

justlaynexttoherholdingheruntil

hefellasleepbutthenmaybe

separatingbedswouldmakeher

misshim,reflectbackandcorrect

herself,hissubconsciousassured



himthenhesighedandplayedmusic

onhisphonewhilechangingthe

bedding.

Heswitchedoffthelightsandlaid

downstaringatthedarkwhile

listeningtoclassicmusic....

Inthemasterbedroom....

MeanwhileDidipickedhisphoneand

wenttoherhistorythenshesaved

hisnumberagainandsenthima

message...



Didi:You'reapieceofshit.

Brandon:WhereisKenonsendela

this?You'recarelessandyouare

goingtogetmekilled.Kenjustended

ourfriendshipbecauseyoucalledme

abokelebalagosuthalogyame.

Didi:KebuakaLolowenao

mpolelelakaKen

Brandon:Ican'ttalktoyoukesaitse

goreKenokae

Didi:I'mcoming.

Brandon:Kenokae?Kantewhat's

yourstoryDidikennesidenigga

wenaonaleKen?Whataboutme?



Sheputonherclothesandquietly

walkedtothenearesttaxistop...

AtBrandon'sHouse....

LateronBranwalkedacrossthe

roomfixinghistightboxerbriefsand

properlypackedhisjunkashemoved

thecurtainstoseewhowas

Knockingthenheunlockedthedoor.

Didiwalkedinthenheclosedthe

doorandlocked...



Bran:Hey

Didi:Hey...

Bran:AreyouOK?

Didi:I'mjuststressedout

Bran:Didyouguyshaveafight?

Didi:No,you'restressingmeout.I

thoughtwewerelettingthingssettle

downafterwhathappenedatthe

toiletsbutthiswholeLolothing

caughtmebysurprise

Bran:Iwasn'tevensureyouwereup

foritintherebecauseyouplayed

hardtogetandKenhookedmeup



withher...Idon'tknowwhyhedidit

butineedsomethingstableanyways.

Ididn'twanttocausedramagape

Kenosiame,consideringthe

situationifeltbadforstabbinghimin

thebacklikethatespeciallybecause

afriendoncedidthattohimyears

beforemeetingyou.Nnanekebona

gosefairmogoeneso...

Didi:Mphaphoneyagago..

Bran:Ekobedroomung.

Shewalkedtothebedroomashe

followedherthenshehandeditto

him,heunlockedthescreenandgave



itbackthenshetypedamessage.

Message:Heylisten,sorryican'tdo

thisanymore.IthinkI'dratherdate

someonenewnotconnectedtomy

past.Deletemynumber.

Shesentthemessageanditgot

deliveredasBrandonlookedather

thenhesteppedoverholdingher

neckandleanedoverkissingheras

theybothlaidonthebed,hegot

betweenherlegsandpulleddownhis

boxerbriefsdroppinghisdickonher

thighsasshecaressedhishead



kissinghim...

Atthespareroom...

Almostanhourlateroftossingand

turningKenwenttothebathroom

andpeedthenhewenttomakeacup

ofteainthekitchen.Hetookouttwo

cupsandwenttotheirbedroomto

askherifshewantedacupofteabut

theroomwasemptyandtherewasa

strongsmellofhercologneinthe

room...Severalbrasandpantieswere

onthebedtogetherwithhermakeup

case...



Ken:(frowned)Babe?

Heturnedaroundandcheckedthe

children'sroomsbuttheywereall

peacefullysleeping,hechecked

outsideandbothcarswerethere

thenhewentbacktohisroomand

dialedherbuttherewasnoanswer.

Hesteppedoutsideandsquattedat

theendofthepavementsearching

fornewtracksonthesandandthere

itwas,herfreshshoetracks.



Hewalkedbackinthehouseand

closedthedoorstillcallingherasthe

kettlewithboilingwater

automaticallyswitchedoffbuthelost

appetitefortea.

Hewentbacktotheirroomandsat

ontheedgeofthebeddialingher

overandoverbutshedidn'tanswer.

Ken:(typedamessage)Ican'tbelieve

ontogetselebanamontungless

thananhourafterkesenagobuale

wena.WhoeverheisIhopeheis

worthlosingallthis.Wetookastep



forwardandyoujusttook2steps

backwards.Clearlyyou'renotready

forthetitleI'mbringingyou,ihopei

getthestrengthtogetoveryou

withoutdoinganythingthatwillput

meinjailbecauseforsureyouwon't

care.Ireallyhopeheisworthit.

Hesentthemessageandanxiously

stoodbythebedroomwindow

lookingoutsidehopingtoseeherbut

anhourpassedwhilehestoodthere

thenheeventuallysatonthebed,

anotherhourspassedashesneezed

catchingacold.Heputherthingsin

thewardrobeandswitchedoffthe



lightsbeforegettinginbed.

Tearsfilledhiseyesashelaidonhis

back,hedidn'thaveafriendandthe

onlypersonhedesperatelywantedto

talktowasnomore.Hetriedto

rememberwhathisfatherwouldsay

buthecouldn'trememberathing

exceptthedayhe,Loreandhisfather

werefixingthecarchattingexcitedly

ashismothersatontheblanket

underthesametreewithDidiand

Otlhecooking.Hehadlostmajorityof

hisfamilyandforthefirsttimesince

thenhemissedhiswholefamily...



Heswallowedtearfullyanddialed

Otlhe....

Otlhe:(sleepy)Hello?

Ken:(atearrandownandfellinhis

ear)KemisapapaleLore

Otlhe:Doyouknowwhattimeitisne

Ofana?Areyouokay?

Hequicklyhungupthenshedropped

thephoneandputhishandsoverhis

facesilentlycrying...



Ashortwhilelater'Didi'knockedon

thedoorthenheleapeduprubbing

offhistearsandwashedhisface

overthesinkinthebathroom,he

lookedathimselfonmirroraswater

drippeddownhischinthenhetooka

deepbreathwenttoopenthedoor.

Otlhetookoffthescarfaroundher

neckandsteppedinasKenlooked

outsidebeforeclosingthedoor...

Ken:It'salmost3am,whatareyou

doinghere?

Otlhe:Icouldn'tsleepafterwhatyou



said...okarialooitsegoreosuicidal.

Kanayou'retheonlyfamilyihave...

Shelookedinhisreddisheyesashe

lookeddownandsatonthecouch...

Otlhe:Ofana?gorilengmathoagago

alemahibidujaana?

Ken:Didiischeatingonme...

Otlhe:What'snew?Isn'tshethesame

womanwhosleptwithourbrother?

Thesamewomanwhokilledour

motherwithaheartattackandthe

samewomanwhoourfather

mysteriouslyhadaheartattackbale



2helamontung?Thesamewoman

whoinheritedeverythingourparents

workedhardfortheirwholelives...

(tearfully)Ofanadoyouknowhow

harditisformetoseeyousuffering

andaskingherformoney?themoney

thatshouldbeours?Iknowyou

wrongedherbeforebutmaybeshe

onlygotbackwithyoutohurtyou...

Can'tyouleaveher?Thiswon'tstop

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBrandon'sHouse...

Earlythatmorningbetween4and5

Didileapedupholdingthesheetsto

herchestthenshecheckedher

phone...

Didi:No!Myphoneisonsilent!Ken

calledlikeathousandtimes



Sheputitdownandjumpedinher

clothesasBrandonyawnedandgot

uppinninghiselbowsonthebed

whilelayingonhisbacklookingat

her...

Brandon:Wakae?It'sstillearly...

Didi:Dropmehome,Kenisgoingto

killme.Whydidn'tyouwakeme?

Brandon:Soyouwerejustusingme?

Didi:Whatdoyoumean?

Brandon:Youjustmademedump

Lolobutit'slikeyoudon'twantto

leaveKen,aren'tweleavingbothof

themto-



Didi:Ican'tjustleaveKen,I'ma

marriedwomanandwehavechildren,

three!

Brandon:Sowhat?I'msupposedto

justkeepwaitingforyouhere

wheneverKenisnotwithyouorwhat?

Itoldyouiwantsomethingstabletoo,

YouhavetotellKenthatyouare

donewithhimorsomething

Didi:I'mamarriedwomanBran,find

agirlfriend.Idon'thaveaproblem

withyouhavingagirlfriendaslongas

itsnotLolo,that'swhatpissesmeoff.

Brandon:Soyoubasicallyjustmade

medumpapotentialgirlfriendoutof



jealousyosampate?

Sheputonhershoesandpickedher

phoneasBrandonlaidonthebed...

Didi:Areyeotandropakgakalale

Gate

Brandon:I'mnottakingyouhomeo

senagontirisa,solastnightwasall

anact?Whydidyousendherthat

messageknowingyouweren'treally

goingtoreplaceher?

Didi:Findanotherwoman,youcan't

sleepwithfriendsandactuallybeOK

withit?



Brandon:Saysawomanwhojustleft

herhusbandinthehousewithkids

justtofuckwithanotherman

Didi:(chuckled)Ifthat'swhatyou

wanttocallyourselfknockyourself

out...

Hestaredatherasshewalkedout

andslammedthedoorthenhe

leapedupandfollowedherinhis

briefs...

Brandon:I'mgoingtotellKenwhat

happened,youcan'tmakemedump

Loloandthengobacktohimlike



nothinghappened,sobasicallynna

keplanByagago?

Didi:You'dhavegutstofaceaman

likeKenandtellhimyousleptwith

hiswife.Ifyousurvivehiswreath

thenI'dsaluteyou...Idon'tknowwhy

you'recryingforLoloasifyouknow

her,you'reactingdesperaterightnow.

Loloisgoodatusingmenwhenshe

hasafatherlesschild,trustme...The

guywhoisdivorcingherwasusedto

raiseherfirstbornonceMayawas

oldenoughAatileamosapotileshe

startedtocheatonhim,allofsudden

hisdickbecamelittleandhewas

boring.That'showherhusband



divorcedherandherentiremarriage

endeddramaticallylikethat.Iknow

Kenmadeherattractiveinyoureyes

buturh...Thereissomuchmorethan

youknow

Brandon:It'sstillhardtobelieveyou

usedmetofightwithyourfriend,so

howishermarriagemybusiness?

Amisupposedtoloseinterestinher?

Didi:Juststayawayfromher,you

candobetterthanthat.

Hestoodatthedoorlookingatheras

shewalkedawaythenheclosedthe

doorandhurriedbackinsidewhere



hepickedtheemptyboxofcondoms

andthethreewrappedcondomsthen

flashedthem...

Hesatontheedgeofthebedand

sighedanxiouslythenhegrabbedhis

phoneandtappedonthemessage,

hisfacelitupashenoticedLolo

hadn'tbeenonlinesinceahour

beforethemessagewassentthenhe

deletedDidi'smessagesandsighed

inrelief...

Atthehouse......



Minutesafter5Diditriedopeningthe

doorbutitwaslocked,shesighed

thoughtfully,wakingZanewasn'tan

option.Hewasoldenoughto

understandeverythingandhe

wouldn'ttakeitquietly,shewasn't

abouttohaveaLolo&Babyepisode

soshedialedKen....

Ken:Hello?

Didi:Kekopaompulele

Hehungupthenshefoldedherarms

waitingforabout30minutesthenhe

openedthedoorforherandwalked



backwithoutlookingorsaying

anything,Didiquietlyfollowedhim

andheclosedhimselfinthespare

roomthenshegotinthebedroom

andsatdown...

Thebedwasperfectlymadeandher

thingswereonthedressingtable,he

grabbedatowelandwentforabath

thensheknockedandwalkedin

Ken'sroom...

Didi:Canwetalk?

Shesatontheedgeofthebedas



Kenlaidfacingtheotherway...

Didi:I'msorryforwalkingoutlast

night,iwasfrustratedandididn't

knowwhattodosoiwenttomy

mother'shouse..

Kengotupandsatnexttoher

lookinginhereyes...

Ken:Youwenttoyourmother's

house?

Didi:Yes

Ken:Andyouexpectmetobelieve



that?

Didi:It'sthetruth,youcancallher

andaskher.I'msorryfornot

answeringyou...Ididn'twanttotalk,

thisseparationofbedsreallyhurts

me...

Ken:YoumustthinkI'mstupid

Didi:You'redoingthesamethingyou

didlastnight,assumingthatI'mout

therecheatingwheniwasatLolo's

HouseandnowI'mbeingaccusedof

goingtomen'shouse.Howcanigo

tobaman'shouseleavingyouhere

withthechildren?Kenifyouhadn't

cheatedinthepastyouwouldn't



alwaysjumpintoconclusionsevery

timeyoudon'tunderstandsomething.

Howlongwillyoukeepcallingpeople

toconfirmwhereiameachtimeyou

can'tgetholdofme?Haveigivenyou

anyreasontodoubtmebesidesthe

factthatI'vebeentoobusy.?Iam

guiltyofbeingtoobusyformyfamily

butihavenevercheatedonyou...

(tearfully)Itevenhurtsmethat

someoneofyourhistorycanthink

likethat.You'vehurtmeinthepast

Ken...Youhadsexwithawoman

rightbeforemyeyes,youleftmewith

apregnancyandisuffered.These

childrenthatyouclaimtoloveokile



wabalathaonnakoGabs,Faith

sometimeswentfordayswithout

milkandZanewenttoschoolwithout

somethingassmallasapenciland

theteacherwouldbeathimfornot

havingapencil.Isufferedke

tsamayakerwelesakayaTsabana

fromtheclinic...Thosearethethings

wewentthroughbecauseofyou,at

thattimeyouwereenjoyinglife

eatinggroceryfromFoodloversand

Woolworth'swhileicouldn'taffordP1

helatobuyyoursonapencil.You

enjoyedsexwithAmantletravelling

andenjoyingyourselftotheextentof

handinghereverythingweowned.All



ourhardworkyougaveittohertsaya

tanki...Thesethingsarehauntingyou

andyouthinkI'mlikeyou.Takemy

phoneandcallmymother,betteryet

takemyphoneandcallleLoloo

mmotsegorewasiwithher

yesterdaykamaitiso.You'remaking

mylifedifficultbecauseyouexpect

routinefrommekooreifido

somethingdifferentI'msleeping

around...Iwenttomymother'shouse,

wasIwrong?Kooreokgonago

itsenyastresshelakasuchsmall

things?"Ihopeheisworthlosingall

these"whatisthat?



Kenlookedatherandsighedshaking

hisheadthenhelookeddown

poppinghisknuckles,hepinchedthe

bridgeofhisnoseandleanedback

lookingather...

Ken:I'msorry....IguessIhaveto

workonmyselfbutyoushouldn't

disappearlikethat,anyonewouldgo

insaneespeciallywhenyou'renot

answeringyourphone.

Didi:Thatwaswrong,I'msorrybutI'd

neverleavethehousejusttosee

anotherman...Thatwouldbecrazy,i

leftthinkingI'dhaveashort



conversationwithherbutwetalked

forhoursandidozedoffonthe

couch

Ken:So...Whatdidyoutwotalk

about?

Didi:Abouthowishouldpay

attentiontomyfamily,especially...

Abouthowmuchsupportyouneed

asapastortostandinfrontofpeople

andpreach,youneedpeaceofmind.

Youneedsupportandihaven'tbeen

either...I'msorry,I'dalsobe

suspiciousifyoucamehomelate

andhardlyansweredyourphone

especiallyifyousaidI'mboring.I

don'tknowwhatIwasthinking



sayingthatandI'msorry,the

adrenalinepumpinglifestylewehad

whenwewereyounghasfully

satisfiedmeandI'mnotlookingfor

that.I'mhappywithhowmature

you'reandI'mreadytobethe

pastor'swife..Pleaseforgiveme...

Kendrewinairandexhaledlookingin

hereyes....

Ken:IhopeI'mnotmakingamistake

lettingthisgobecauseI'dhatetobe

madeafool.Ireallyhopeyou're

tellingthetruthbecauseifnotidon't



knowwhatI'lldotoyou,ifthereis

partofyouthatwantsoutofthis

marriageletmeknowsowecancall

itquits.Thereasonican'tletgois

becauseiloveyoubutifyoudon't

wantmeI'llrespectyourfeelingsand

moveout....(sighed)Andyou'reright,

I'vehurtyouinthepastandmaybe

mymistakesarecomingbacktobite

meIdon'tknow.I'msorrythatikeep

accusingyouofcheating,iknowits

annoyingandmaybethat'swhat's

wrongwithourromance,thefactthat

I'mactinginsecureallthetime.I'll

stopthat.I'msorry..



Hegotherhandandkisseditthen

theyhuggedashesighedinrelief,he

couldn'tbelievehegavehimself

sleeplessnightsaboutthingsthat

onlyexistedinhismind.

Didi:I'msorry

Ken:Metoo

Hekissedhercheekandmovedto

herlipsthenshepushedhimdown

andgotontopofhimkissinghim

leavingatrailofkissesgoingdown

hischestchestandstrokedhimas

hepulledapillowunderhisheadand



spreadhislegsasshekneltgagging

onhisD.....

AtLolo'sHouse...

MofenyiwokeLoloandsheturned

givinghimherbreastthenshepicked

herphoneandwentthroughher

messageswhilebreastfeeding.?

Bran:(messagedeleted)....

Lolo: Whatdidyoudelete?

Bran: Morningitwasmy

Lolo: Tisakeboneee



Bran:Gaosabonaojelwe

Lolo:Ehe

Bran:Wouldyoumindificameover?

Thereissomethingweneedto

discussbutgakebaterebuaka

phone.

Lolo:Ican'tsitforlong

Bran:Iunderstand,I'lladjusttheseat

soyoucanrestonyourback.Please,

it'simportant.You'llbringMofenyiif

you'realoneormaybeicancome

inside,whateveryou'recomfortable

withisfinewithme.Ineedtotalkto

you

Lolo:Okay,come.ShouldIsendthe



directions?

Bran:Iknowwhereitis,isentthetaxi

thereremember?

Lolo:Lolok

Bran:Thanks...

Sheputherphonedowndesperately

waitedforMofenyitofinishfeeding

thenhefellasleepagain,she

changedhisdiaperandlaidhimon

cleanbabysheetsandslowlywalked

tothebathroomwheresheprepared

herselfandfixedhermakeupthen

Setsostoodatthedoorputtingon

herbackpack...



Setso:Goshapmama

Lolo:Shap

Sheranoutfixingherschooltieasa

carstoppedatthegate,sheopened

bothgatesandwavedasthe

unfamiliarmansmiledatherthen

sheranofflookingatherwristclock.

Brandonslowlydrovetowardsthe2

roomedhouseandparkedrightatthe

doorthenheslightlytappedthehorn

andtookadeepbreathswitchingoff

theengine....



Thedooropenedandhelaideyeson

Lolo,itwastherethatheconcluded

shewasn'tphotogenicormaybeshe

justdidn'tknowhowtotakeselfies...

Fromherpictureshethoughtshe

wasokbutshewasactuallybeautiful

inpersonandherfacewasmore

youthfulfresherthanherage....

Shesupportedherselfwiththe

doorframeandhequicklystepped

outofthecarandopenedthedoor

forherthenhepulledbackthe

sleevesofhisgrayplainsweaterand



heldherhand...

Brandon:Hey

Lolo:Hi..

Hehadastronggripandhisarms

hadsexyveinsandsmoothhair...

Brandon:Ifeelbadforgontsha

motsetsimontung

Lolo:(laughed)It'sokay...

Hegentlyhelpedherseatand

adjustedherseatpushingitdown



untilshewascomfortablethenhe

fixedherfitandlookedinhereyes..

Brandon:Ontsesenteakere?

Lolo:Yeah...

Heclosedthedoorandwalked

aroundthecarandgotinthenhe

closedthedoorandadjustedhisseat

layingdownnexttoher,heturned

lyingonhissideandpinnedhiselbow

downlookingatherasshelooked

backathim..



Hehadattractivebeardthatdefined

hislipsandyeshisarmswerequite

manly...Theystaredatoneanother

foramomentandmemorytookthem

backactuallytheyrememberedtheir

firstconversationwhenheplayedher

andtheylaughed...

Bran:(laughed)Otshegaeng?

Lolo:(laughed)Nothing...

Bran:(laughed)IneverthoughtI'dbe

herewithyou,lifehasafunnywayof

turningthingsaroundhey

Lolo:Yeah...Sowhat'ssoimportant

thatitcan'tbediscussedoverthe



phone?

Thesmileonhisfacedisappeared

andhelookedatthedashboard

scratchinghishead...

Bran:Iknowwearenotyettogether

butifeelasthoughikindofoweyou

anexplanationbecauseifthingsgo

well...AndI'mnotsayingwewillbe

togetheroranythingthat'sentirelyup

toyoubutshouldthingsgorightI

wouldn'twantanythingfromthepast

tokindofmessitupormakeyou

questionmeasman.



Lolo:Wabookasimololahelareise

reyegope

Bran:IknowandI'msorry....This

whathappened...KenandIhave

beenfriendsforawhileandilater

foundouthiswifekeDidithrough

Facebookwhentheyweretagging

eachotherandallsoskiptothem

movinghere.Ikindofflirtedwithher...

(Loloshookherhead)Iknow-

disappointing.Wekindofflirted

secretlybutshewasplayinghardto

gettheentiretimeandistartfeeling

guiltysoonetimeIwasinthetoilet

andwhenisteppedoutshewas

fixinghermakeupintheman'sroom.



Wetalkedandiendedupkissingher,

tobehonestneketseretse

pedinyanaandiknowitwaswrong

becauseIwasinchurchbutihadmy

ownissueshelatsalonelinesssoI

drinkjusttoyouknow..Getridofmy

stress..WhilekissingKenwalksin

andwemanagetophatalalainto

separateroomsbuthefoundoutand

hadmybrothertakeDidibackto

Churchwhileweremainedinthe

toilet.Wehadaseriousconversatio-

likeitwasintenseandhewaslosing

hismindsoimanagetosomehow

gethisattentionaborebuaa

nkgalemela.Itendedlikethatka



warningandindeedkasuthanumber

yagaDidi.MonthsgobyeandKen

comesaround,atthispointiassume

hestilldoesn'tknowsowekickoff

shaphelalikeoldtimesthoughhe

wasstillveryclearkaDidi.Kenhooks

meupwithyouandI'mkindof

gettingexcitedthatI'mfinallygetting

somethingserious,Didicallsmeout

ofnowhereandshegetsangryabout

youandme,Iendtheconversation

tellingherichosemyfriendshiple

Kenoverfightingforher.Ithoughtgo

hedileandIfoolishlyforgottoclear

mylog,Kenborrowsmyphoneand

seesthat.Fortunatelythistime



garelwe,hechoosestowalkawayle

nnakefilaguiltybecauseiwaskind

ofenjoyingourfriendshipgapeo

mpatetsewenaandsofarnekele

excitedaboutthat.Itrytoapologise

butKenochaisitsesoaboke

amogelaseemogoreyeahIlosta

friend.LateratnightDidicomesto

myhouseandsendsyouamessage

wait'sover...

Lolo:Didithekemoloi,jealoushela

jaanakeyoneemopaledisitsenggo

robalaaralalamasigogo

ntshenyeletsa.

Brandon:Anyway...We...(reluctantly)

Weenduphavingsex.



Lolo:Yousleptwithher?

Brandon:Ican'tevenjustifymyself,

yes...ItsbeenmonthsandEishican't

justifymyself,ijustwantedtoletyou

knowbeforeyouhearitfrom

someoneetaelemaakaor

somethingbecauseionlyrealisedat

theendthatshewasjustusingmeto

makesureourrelationshipdoesn't

start...Imadeamistakemistakeand

iknowitmightendthisbeforeit

startsbutifstartsiwouldn'twant

anythingtobreakusapartthat'swhy

keriskergoreonkganebytellingyou

thetruth...I'vedeletedhernumber

andsheisoutofmylife.Canwestill



giveitatry?

Lololookedathimandlookedaway

thenhetookherhandandclosedit

betweenhislookingather...

Brandon:Iknowit'sabadstartand

youprobablydon'ttrustmeormaybe

IjustturnedyouoffbutI'mwillingto

doanythingtoprovetoyouthatI'm

seriousandI'llneverrepeatthis

mistakeagain,canwetry?

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinserts

inordertogetweekendbonuses...



*

*

*

*

*
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AtLolo'sHouse...

Lolosigheddisappointedly...



Brandon:Youcanthinkaboutitand

getbacktomelater,youdon'thave

torespondnow.

Lolo:Ican'tbewithyou,itwasbad

enoughthatyouandherhavehistory

butthisisbad.Youobviouslyhave

feelingsforherbecausetheminute

yousawheryouwantedherthough

youknewshewashappywithKen

andsheobviouslywantsyoutoosoi

don'twanttogethurt.

Brandon:Iunderstandwhatyouare

sayingbutwhataboutwhatijustsaid?

Ifyouletthisslideitwon'thappen

again,itdoesn'tmatterwhatDidi

doesorsayihavemyownmindand



I'mgivingyoumyword.

Lolo:Butyouhavefeelingsforher

andican'tignorethatbecauseidon't

wanttoliveunderhershadow.

Clearlyyouhadsexwithherhoping

forsomething,thatmaybesheleaves

Kenforyoubecausehowelsewould

youlethertextmeifyoujustgot

caughtinamoment?Doyouhave

feelingsforher?

Brandon:That'snotthepoint,

feelingsofattractionaretherebutI

don'tloveherandwhatI'mlooking

forismorethanjustattraction,

pleasedon'tmakemeexplainmyself

becauseyouwon'tunderstand.



Lolo:HadDidigonetoyourhouse

andyourejectedherlikeyoudidthe

firsttimeshecalledI'dbehappyto

bewithyoubutyou'recomingtome

becauseyoucab'tbewithher,

Brandon:Igottempted...

Lolo:Anditjustcostusourfuture.

Brandon:Soyou'rebasicallymakinga

bigdecisionbasedonemotionsof

fear?

Lolo:Canithinkaboutit

Brandon:That'sfineandI'manopen

book,I'mwillingtodoanythingjustto

startthingsonacleanerbase

Lolo:IncludinglettingKenknowwhat



happened?

Brandon:Why?

Lolo:Don'tyouowehimthat?

Brandon:I'mnotreadytodothat,if

Didihasn'ttoldhimican't.They're

marriedandwhattheydoistheir

business.

Lolo:Soyou'regoingtokeepita

secret?

Brandon:It'snotnecessarilyasecret

butitdoesn'thavetobeoutthere

either,guysdon'tjustdothat.Just

becauseibecamevulnerabletoyou

tellingthetruthdoesn'tmeanI'llgo

aroundconfessingtopeoplethati



smashedmyfriend'swife.Ifyou

expectmetotellKensohecan

causedramaordivorceDidiyou're

notgettingthatfromme,maybeyou

twoarereallyplayinggameswith

eachotherandifthat'sthecasei

don'twantpartofit.TheonlythingI

wantfromyouisarelationshipof

whichifwestartitI'dpreferweboth

cuttieswithDidiandKenbecause

that'stheonlywaytostopallthese

drama.

Lolo:But-

Brandon:Soyouwanttofirebackat

hersoshecanloseherhusbandthen

what?Atsomepointoneofyouhas



tobethebiggerpersonandwalk

awayandwhoeverchoosestowalk

awayafterreceivingthebiggerpunch

isthealpha.Don'tyouknowthat

arguingwithamentallychallenged

personmakesyouonetoo?because

toabystanderthereain'tno

differencejustabunchofpsychos

fighting.

Lolo:Iunderstandthatbutdon'tyou

thinkhedeservestoknowthetruth

aboutthewifehehas?

Brandon:Areyoureallyconcerned

aboutKenoryou'resayingitwitha

hiddenmotive?Doyoureallycare

abouthim?Becausethelastiheard



hesleptwithyourdaughterandyou

didn'tlikeit.

Lolokeptquietscrappingofthenail

polishonhernails...

Brandon:Iknowit'stempting

becausewhatshedidiswrong-we

werebothwrongbutcomeon...Do

youreallywanttogolowerthanher?

Can'tefocusmoreonimportant

thingslikeMofenyiorus?

Lolo:I'llhavetothinkaboutthis,I'm

confused...

Brandon:Takeyourtime,don'trushit



wecanbefriendsandeverythingelse

willfallintoplaceifweareforeach

otherijustdidn'twanttogetintoit

withsecretsthatmightmakeyou

doubtmeinthefuture.

Lolo:Irespectthat.

Thebabystartedcryinginsidethen

theylookedatoneanotherand

smiled...

Lolo:Heiscallingme

Brandon:Iheardthat...



Hesteppedoutandopenedthedoor

thenhehelpedhergetoutandclosed

thedoorastheybothlookedatone

another,hegentlyhuggedherasshe

putherarmsaroundhiswaist

hugginghimthenhesteppedback

holdingherhand...

Brandon:I'llgiveyouacallwheniget

home,ididn'tgotoworktoday.

Lolo:Noproblem...

Shewalkedinthehouseandsmiled

athimashesighedlookinginher

eyes...



Brandon:Thanksforthechat..

Lolo:Sure...Bye

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffthen

shewalkedbacktothebaby.....

Attherestaurant....

Sediparkedthecarandsteppedout

asRanaanandVivclosedtheirdoors

andfollowedherinside.

ShesmiledatAatilewhowassitting



atthecorneroftherestaurant

readinganewspaper,hisfacelitup

asheclosedthenewspaperandput

itdown...

Aatile:Heyguys

Ranaan:Heydad

Viv:Caniorder?

Aatile:Ialreadyorderedyour

favourite...

Sedi:Ihopeyouorderedtherightone

forme

Aatile:(laughed)Idid...



Thewaitressbroughttheirordersand

theybeguneating...

Sedi:Ranaanwastellingmehewants

toseehismother,gonesalea

mmonyebogologoloithinkyou

shoulddrophimoverforanhouror

two

Aatile:Kanaweekend,howisthe

weekendRan?

Ran:Butireallymissher

Viv:ImissSetso

Aatile:Alright...(toher)Ketsamaele

bone?



Sedi:Yeah,you'lldropthemathome

beforegoingtowork.LeeneLoloI'm

suregaabatemodumoakeresantse

anurserdithabitsaditwin.

Aatile:Yeah.

Sedi:Iorderedmyweddinggown

onlinefromChinasoI'mexpectingit

sometimesthisweek,ihopetheyget

themeasurementscorrectly

Aatile:Whataboutmysuits?You

knowIsuckwhenitcomestofashion

Sedi:(laughed)Don'tworryaboutit,

it'salreadybeentakencareofijust

needtogivetheorganiserdinumber

tsaboCalvinleboKatlo



Aatile:I'llforwardthem....

Theupdatedoneanotherwhileeating

untiltheyweredoneandlaterwalked

outasSedihandedthechildren

balloons,shehuggedAatileashe

playfullycuppedherroundbottom

andkissedherneck....

Sedi:(slappedhishandoffherass)

Stop...Seeyouguyslater

Aatile:Shap..

Sedirantohercaranddroveoffas



Aatilewalkedbehindthekids

pressinghisphone...

Aatile:Umokguyslet'sgetinthe

shopandbuymamasomethingshe

mightlike

Ranaan:Shelikeschocolate

Viv:Nope,shelovesIcecreamand

shecaneatitinthemorning

Aatile:(laughed)Wewillallbuyher

somethingandseewhichshelikes

themost.

Theywalkedintheshopandbumped



onKencarryingHazelasFaith

walkedbesidehimholdingaplastic,

theystoppedandbumpedshoulders

greetingoneanother...

Ken:Howareyoudoing?

Aatile:(smiled)I'mgood,you?

Ken:I'malright..(laughed)you'refat

lifeistreatingyouwell,isn'tdivorce

supposedtomakeoneloseweight?

Aatile:(laughed)Don't

start...(laughedagain)Ieathealthy

(theybothlaughed)andI'mnot

talkingaboutwhatyou'rethinking

Ken:(laughed)Ididn'tevensay



anythingbuticantellitspartofittoo.

Youshouldpassbychurchoneof

theseSundayswithyourfamily

Aatile:IwastherethepastSunday,

youdidn'tseemebutIsawyou.

Wifeygoestochurchthere

Ken:Ohididn'tknow,that'sgood

Aatile:KanteisJanjustalesbianor

shewasbornwithtwo-youknow

Ken:(laughed)Whydon'tyouask

yourdaughter?I'mnottryingto

undressmyboyinfrontofhisin-laws.

Whyareyouasking?

Aatile:Herbodyrefusestobegirlish

andnowadaysitsworse,malobake



gonennengkemolebilesente...Uh

Janngng...Gothekekoduhelajaaka

haakaredumelangiyoyoyo....(Ken

laughed)Eishkoduelegaefakekana

Ken:(laughed)It'slifemangotaa

twengbutaskAgathaaboutthat

Aatile:(laughed)SeeyouSunday

Ken:(laughed)Sure...

Aatilewalkedinsidetheshopwiththe

kidsandKengotinthecar....

AtBayang'sHouse...



KamoslidherheaddownBayang's

lapasheplayedwithherhairwhile

theywatchedahorrormoviethenhe

leanedoverandkissedherasshe

giggled.

Kamo:(turnedthevolumeup)Stop,

thekidsareinthenextroom..

Heslidhishandinhert-shirtand

playedwithhernippleasthey

watchedTV.Meanwhileinthe

bedroomBridgetplatedMighty'shair

assheadmiredherselfholdinga

mirrormakingfaces..



Mighty:Ilookbeautiful...

Bridget:I'mthatgoodbabes..

Bridget'sphonerangthenshepaused

andanswered....

Bri:Hello?

Junior:Heypapaoteng?

Bri:Eewhy?

Junior:Justchecking,isheonanight

shift?

Bri:No



Junior:Eish,nekesabategotaearly

anywayShap

Bri:Whereareyou?

Junior:I'mattheBnBwithZaneand

AJ

Bri:Okayshap...

Shehungupandcontinueddoingher

sister'shair..

Atthegynaecologist...

LaterthatafternoonOtlheandher

boyfriendwaitedforthedoctorbythe



chairs,herboyfriendlookedather

worriedfaceandleanedoverkissing

hercheek.…

Him:(whispered)Youlookuglywhen

youareworried..

Sheturnedhereyesandlaughed

blushingthenherphonerang...

Otlhe:Hello

Didi:Hi,imissedyourcall.Iwas

doinglaundry

Otlhe:Iwantedtotalktoyouabout



Ken,wetalkedlastnightand-

Didi:Himanditalked,wehada

misunderstandingandIleft.Iwasat

mymother'shouseandhealmost

losthismindthinkingiwasout

cheating.

Otlhe:UhuOK.(laughed)Waitse

Ofanawagorata,kanaoneale

stressedgorelennaketenegilekere

bathoDidi.Justwhenithoughtwe

werestartingtogetalongshedoes

this.

Didi:(laughed)Waiiwesolvedit...

Otlhe:Ok,I'matwomen's

clinic...(stoodup)Mmeketsene



Didi:(smiled)Pregnant?

Otlhe:Iwish...

Didi:Verysoon

Otlhe:Verysoonwaengnemmake

lemotona,akerejaanongkeletile

menopauseanytime.Ihopeyour

friendknowshowmuchshechanged

mylife.

Didi:Don'tlosehope...

Otlhe:Yeah,bye

Shehungupandwalkedinasher

boyfriendcarriedherhandbag.



AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronAatileparkedthecarand

noticedthebaby'sclothesandsheets

onthelinethenheknockedonthe

door,Setsoopenedandhuggedhim

excitedlyasherubbedherheadthen

shejoinedothersatthedoortalking

excitedly,Aatileheadedstraightto

thebedroomwhereMofenyiwas

crying...

Hestoodatthedoorandstaredas

Lolobreastfed,Lolo'sheartjumped

whenshelookedupathim...



Aatile:What'sgoingon?

Lolo:Withwhat?

Aatile:Ithoughtwelostthekids?

Lolo:Wedid,iadoptedthisone

Aatile;Don'tdothatI'mserious

Lolo:Ihadtripletsandtheboy

survived

Aatile:Sohowlongwereyougoingto

keepmysonawayfromme?

Lolo:(laughed)You'resopredictable,

"yourson"?Theoneyoutriedtokill?I

knowyoudruggedme



Heslowlysatonthechairandlooked

inhereyes...

Lolo:Yeahsitdownandthinkofa

goodexcuseforputtingabortionpills

inmyfoodandvagina.Ifoundout

Aatile:Ididn'twantcomplicationsbut

obviouslyimadeamistake,ididn't

thinkItwasthatgrownimeanyou

hadanabortionbeforeand-

Lolo:Therewon'tbecomplications

anymore,I'mnotaskingforchild

support.I'llstrugglewithhim,when

amigettingmyshare?

Aatile:I'mstillwaitingforthebuyer.



Therewasanawkwardmoment

whichwasinterruptedbyRanaan

runningintheroomalmoststepping

onthebabyasAatilequicklypulled

himback....

Aatile:Watchout!

Ranaan:Isthatababy?Yougota

babymama?

Lolo:(laughed)Yes

Ranaan:Iwantaboy,isitaboy?

Lolo:Sitdownandtakehim...



HesatdownthenLolohandedhim

thebabyashesmiled.Loloand

Aatileglancedatoneanotherandran

outofwords...

Aatile:Sothepictureyousentwas

real?

Lolo:Whatdoyoumean?Ofcourseit

was,whatdidyouthink?

Aatile:Ithoughtyougotitfromthe

Internetbecausetheyweresleeping

peacefullywrappedinwhitesheets

andallgrownup,thereisnowaythat

wasa7monthsthingy...



Loloopenedthefolderoftheir

picturesandhandedhimherphone

thenhelookedatthescreenashis

facefelldown,herubbedhislipsand

restedhisjawonhisarmsthenhe

stoodupandwalkedoutside....

Hesatinthecarfor20minutes

staringatthepicturesandlaidback

coveringhisfaceindisbelief...

Aatile:Ohno....

Brandon'scallcamethroughthen

Aatilestaredatthecallerpictryingto



rememberwherehesawtheguythen

hesteppedoutandwentinside

wherehehandedherthephone...

Lolo:Hello?....(blushed)Hey....I'm

good...(laughed)Don'tstart...Um...

Canicallyouback?Ihavevisitorsba

tsilegobonaMofenyi...(laughed)

No....No...fine...(laughed)Kgm...Go

siamerragweMofenyi(theyboth

laughed)Mxmwatsenwa,yoogo

loilengosule...

ShehungupasAatilestaredather....



Aatile:OratadiextsagaDidithe,

kantewenagankeobatiwahelaha

olenosi?

Lolo:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Aatile:Ioncehadaconfrontation

withthisguyaboutDidiamodropper

phakelakoGaborone.Ididn'tforget

hisface.WhoisnextBayang?Oh

wait-heisnotinterestedinyou.Ibet

ifhewashewouldhavebeenthefirst

personyoutook,let'snotforgetthat

thereasonyouhatedyourown

daughterwasreallybecauseshe

sleptwithKenbeforeyoucould.Yeah

iknewaboutitbecauseiobserved

youwheneveryouweretalkingtoKen,



you'repathetic....

Lolo:Wearenotdating

Aatile:Youdon'thavetoconvinceme

orexplainyourself

Lolo:Kooreobatagontshulagaletsa

relationshipyamehelakatshele,you

almostsoundlikeawoman

Aatile:Iwaspointingouttheobvious,

oratadiextsatsalayagago.Ifyou

wereguysI'dsayDidiogophasetsa

bannalikemendobutthenknowing

womenyou'rejuststealingthem,isn't

itthereasonyoubothhateeach

other?

Lolo:Mxmtotaobuaenghapelega



ngwana...

Aatile:I'mdisappointed,inmymind

youweregoingtomoveonwiththis

mysteriousrichhunkthathasan18

inchdickthatdragsonthefloor

wheneverhewalks.

Lolo:Obuajealoushela...

Aatile:Whenyoudumpsomeone

you'resupposedtoupgrade,get

somethingbetter

Lolo:SoSedikeupgrade?

Aatile:Exactly,sheishalfyourage,

twicebeautiful.Submissiveand

appreciative...independenceand

financiallystablewithoutpride...



Mostofallherwallsarestillintact

wagriperandshesquirts,imagine

mysurprisewhenilearnticould

makeawomangush.Shedoesn't

evenhavethemostannoyingpussy

fartsyouhave,that'sonethingi

wantedtotellyouabout.Pussyfarts

gonaletsedinormalandthey

happenoccasionally,theyhappen

becauseyesairaccidentallyrushes

intherebutthentherearethosethat

happentowornoutvaginas...Itcould

befromatraumaticchildbirthgone

wrongorjustdifferentshapesofbig

dicksdiggingintherewhateverthe

caseavaginastretchesanditriches



apointoftirednessjustlikearubber

band....somevaginasarehugeand

yoursiswaybigger.Iwaswatching

thatvideoagainandnoticedleene

Mogapionearepabecauseyour

vaginawasjustanopenwholewhile

hekeptslidinginandout,ialways

wonderedwhyhequicklyapologised.

Itwasn'tworthlosinghisfamilyover.

Lolo:(tearfully)Ineedyoutoleave...

Aatile:(stood)Callmeifthebaby

needssomething....I'llgetthekids

later.Iknowitsahardpilltoswallow

butialsoheardsomethingabout

kegelexercises,itmighthelpyouget

yourgripon.



HewalkedoutthenLolostaredat

Brandon'sphotoandsighed....

AtDidi'sHouse.....

Didifinishedpreparingdinnerand

placedthefoodonthetabledialing

Zane...

Zane:Hello?

Didi:Hi,whattimewillyoubehome?

Zane:Verylate,ithink11pm...Weare

helpingJansetupthebarstage,she



wantstostartinvitingpoetsandjazz

artiststoentertaintheguests.

Didi:Okay,shap...

ShedialedKenassheleanedonthe

mirrorfixingherlipstickcateyeliner

andrubbedherlipstogetherevenly

spreadingthelipstick...

Ken:Hello?

Didi:Hey,howfarnebathong?The

foodisready...

Ken:Wewillbethereinaminute...

Didi:Bye...



Shehungupandfixedtheirbedroom

puttingcandlesbythebedandlaying

herlingerieacrossthebed.…

Ontheroad....

MeanwhileKenputthephonedown

andsloweddownattheZebra

crossingasKedibonyeslowly

crossedtheroadholdingaplastic

thenKenpulledoverandrolleddown

thewindownexttoher.Shegrinned

puttingherhandoverherforehead

tryingtorecognisehim...



Ken:Dumelang...

Kedibonye:Dumelangwanaka,le

mphalift?

Ken:Eeareye..

Faithjumpedtothebackthenshe

gotinthefrontandclosedthedoor

puttinghersugaronthelap...

Ken:Canyourecogniseme?It's

Kenna

Kedibonye:Ididn't,ihaveeye

problemsnowadays



Ken:Didididn'ttellmethat

Kedibonye:Idoubtsheknows,i

haven'tseenherinyears.Iwonderif

sheeverremembersme

Ken:Wasn'tsheatyourhouselast

night?

Kedibonye:Ihaven'tseenher

Ken:Okay...Faiththisisgrandma

Faith:Hello

Hazel:Whosegrandma?

Ken:Yourgrandma

Hazel:Ididn'tknowihaveagrandma

Kedibonye:Hello..



Kendroppedherhome...

AtOtlhe'shouse....

LateronKenparkedthecarand

openedthedoorforthegirls...

Ken:Alrightguys,I'llcomegetyouin

afewhoursokay?

Faith:Okay...

Otlhesteppedoutofthehouseasthe

girlsrantowardsthehousethenshe

waved...



Otlhe:Hi

Hedidn'trespondandinsteadrolled

upthewindowsdrivingout.....

AtDidi'sHouse

Minuteslaterhejumpedoutofthe

carandslammedthedoorthenhe

walkedtowardsthehousepulling

backthesleevesoft-shirt,heopened

thedoorandwalkedinasshewas

placingtheglassesonthedinner



table.

Ken:OithaaoreontwaetseDidi

akere?

Shepausedlookingathisfaceashe

pacedoverandherheartskippedas

shestaggeredbackholdingtwo

glassestoherchest,hewascoming

straightforherandshedroppedthe

glassescurlingherselfonthecorner

screaming....

*

*



*

*

*
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AtBrandon'sHouse...

LaterthateveningKenknockedon

thedoorandsteppedbackfolding

thesleevesofhissweater,thedoor

openedandRandallsmiled...



Randall:UhKenwareng?

Ken:Branokae?

RandallturnedbackasBrandon

steppedoutofthekitchensupping

outofcoffeemug,Kenrushedinand

smackedthecuponhisfacespilling

theteaalloverhim,heswungback

andpunchedhimonthejaw.

Brandonmissedastepandfell

backwardsknockingthetrashcanin

thekitchenandKensteppedonhis

throatbeforehecouldgainstrength

togetup..



Randall:(runningover)Heyheyhey!

Guysguys!

RandallhurriedinthekitchenbutKen

snatchedaknifefromtheknifeblock

onthecounterandpointedathim....

Ken:(angrily)Getthefuckout!Get

outandyeahcallthepoliceandsee

whatI'lldotoyou

Kenexertedhisbodyweightonhis

neckstillsteppingonhisthroatas



Brandoncoughedchokingandheld

Ken'slegtappinghim...

Ken:Yousleptwithmemywife!

Threetimes?

Justthinkingaboutitgothimall

workedupagainandstompedonhim,

Brandonmanagedtogetupand

punchedhimonthefacethenKen

droppedtheknifeandfoldedhisfist

bitinghislowerlipandpunchedhim

onthemouth.

Brandoncoveredhismouthleaning



overthenhegrabbedhimbythe

collarsandpushedhimagainstthe

stoveasthepotsfelldownspilling

leftoverfood.

Ken:Yousleptwithmywife?

Brandon:Ididn'tsleepwithher,

nothinghappened!!

Brandongrabbedapanandhithim

ontheheadthendippedhisheadin

thesinkfullofsoapywaterashe

struggledtopulloutdrowning..



RandallrushedinandpulledKen

backbuthepushedhimoffand

kickedhimontheprivatesashe

slowlybentdowngrabbinghis

packagewithawidegrinonhisface...

Ken:(angrily)Don'ttouchme!

Brandongrippedoffandslippedon

thesoapyfloorfallingdownashis

bloodcolouredthewater...

Ken:Howdareyousleepwithmy

wife!Lookatme!



Brandon:(herubbeddownthefoam

withbloodyandslimymucus)Ididn't

sleepwithher..Loloislying

Ken:(laugheddefeated)Soshe

knowstoo?I'mtheonlyfoolish

around-boyI'll...

Hekickedhimonthefacethenhe

noticedRandallwasdialingonhis

phoneandturnedovertohim.

Randallquicklyputitonthefloorand

steppedbackraisinghishandsin

surrender....

Randall:Sorry...



Ken:(glaringathim)Otaanyela

Randallwankutwa?

Randall:(swallowedraisinghiseyes)

Ididn'tcall...I'msorry

Thedoorclosedbehindthemthen

Kenturnedandkickeditbeforehe

couldturnthekey,thedoorhithimon

thefaceandhefellonhisback

puttinghisarmsoverhisfaceashe

laidonhisbackinthemiddleofa

bloodysoapywater..

Ken:Brandonotaanyelakanaaits?

Brandon:(handsoverhisface)Kego



utulemr...Kegoutule

Ken:(raisedoneeyebrowpointing

downathim)Otaanyelalaiteakaa

utwa?

Brandon:Kegoutulemrtsamaa...

Ken:Otaanyelasaan...

Brandon:Karekegoutuleakereo

batakereng?

Ken:(tiltedhisheadstillpointingat

him)Themnaotogonyelaoska

cleimagomphelelapeloosenago

robalamosadiwam,otaanylakana

aits?



Brandonkeptquietstillprotectinghis

facelayingonapoolofbloodasKen

stoodoverhimwaitingforhimtosay

something...

Ken:Nxla!Otaanyla...

Hesteppedbackandintentionally

tippedthespoonholderonthe

counterdroppingallthespoons,

forksandkitchenknivesonhim...

Ken:Pieceofshit!Nxla...



Hespatonthefloorandwalkedpast

Randallwhowasstandingbythe

doorfearfullywatching.

Assoonashesteppedoutthemain

doorRandalllockedthedoorand

hurriedbacktohisbigbrother....

AtOtlhe'shouse......

Lateronaround7pmKenparkedthe

caroutsideandpulledtheseatback

thenhegrabbedaplasticfromthe

pharmacyandbandagedhishand

thenheleanedoverthemirrorand



carefullyputaplasteronthesideof

hisforehead....

Thedooropenedandthegirls

jumpedinthecar,hequicklyhidthe

pharmacyplasticundertheseatand

switchedonadaddysmile...

Ken:Hey...Guysyouhaveto

sleepover

Faith:(whined)What?Auntiedoesn't

haveWiFi

Ken:YeahbutyoucanwatchDSTV,i

broughtthedecoder



Hazel:Iwantmama

Kenthoughtfullylookedatthemand

smiled...

Ken:Hazelmommyisveryverytired

andtonightshejustwantstorestso

wehavetobeniceandlethersleep

withoutdisturbingher.Just1night...

Okaybaby?Ifyouguysbehave

tomorrowI'mtakingyoutothemall

andyoucanpickwhateveryouwant

Faith:(smiledashereyeslit)

Anything?

Ken:(smiled)Anything



Hazel:(laughed)Youpromise?

Ken:(Crossedhisheartsmiling)

Crossmyheart...Comeonlet'sgo...I

gotyouguysyourteddiesandothers.

IknowyoulikeWinniethePooh

Faith...

Hazel:Didyoubringmyscoobydoo?

Ken:Yesibroughthim...

Hesteppedoutandhungtheir

backpackonhisshoulderthenheput

hisbandagedhandinhispocketand

hewalkedthembacktothehouse

butheoptedtostandoutsideinstead

ofwalkinginthelight..



Ken:Otlhe?

Shewalkedoutwiththeirfoodina

lunchbox...

Ken:Ican'ttakethem,doyoumind

watchingthemforanight?

Otlhe:Idon'tmind,theybringlifehere

Ken:Thanks

Otlhe:(lookingattheplaster)What

happened?

Ken:Ihitthedoortryingtotighten

somescrewsinthekitchen,Didiandi



wanttohaveyouknow...Aquiettime

Otlhe:Itotallyunderstand,don'tworry

Ken:Shap...

Heturnedbackanddroveoffdialing

Zane....

Zane:Hello?

Ken:Stillworkingonthestageboards?

Zane:Yeah,Janisgoingtohaveto

payusmore.Diboardtsatengdi

bokete

Ken:(laughed)You'llsurvive,dira

madiorekemetsetso



Zane:(laughed)Janistaking

advantageofmyneeds

Ken:(laughed)Olalegonekoo

monnakebatagoneelamosadi

wameattention,yoursistersare

spendinganightwithAuntOtlhe

Zane:Omoneeleattentionle

kamosogape,infact3days...

Ken:KanammeitlooksI'llneedbone

bothreedays

Zane:Forreal?

Ken:Akooskadirangwanayo

mongweZane

Zane:Aepapaabooreng?I'lljustbe

chillingwithJunior,wewatchthe



pastgamestsaboJordanand

compareletherecentplayers,plus

rejafreeatthebraaistand

Ken:Great,staythere.Ifyouneed

anythingletmeknow

Zane:Shit-imeanGod!I'llneedto

comegetmytoothbrushesand

charger.

Ken:SendthelistandI'lldropthem

off

Zane:Cool

Hehungupanddroveoff...



AtLolo'sHouse....

Aatileparkedoutsideandstepped

outasthekidsrantothecarbuthe

walkedpastthemgettinginthe

house,Lololaiddownfacingthewall

pretendingtobesleeping...

Alittleoveraminutehewalkedin

andglancedatherassheslept...

Aatile:Lolo?Lolo?

Lolo:("sleepy")Mhhh?

Aatile:Ketserebana



Lolo:Mhh....

Hedelayedholdingthedoorknob

hopingshewouldgetupsohecan

seatandmaybetalkbutsheseemed

tobeexhausted.Hewalkedinand

putP500undertheMofenyi'spillow...

Aatile:(gentlyshookher)Lolo?

Lolo:("sleepy")Mmhtheh...Heish...

Aatile:Therearesomenotesunder

thebaby'spillow

Lolo:Mhh



Heslowlygotupandclosedthedoor

walkingoutbutLolowaiteduntilhe

droveoffandturnedaroundtocount

thenotes.Herphonerang...

Lolo:Hello?

Brandon:SoyoudecidedtotellKen

whathappenedbecauseirefusedto

tellhimmyself?

Lolo:Whataretalkingabout?I

haven'ttalkedtoKennaabout

anything.

Brandon:Ehe,goShap

Lolo:No,wait...Didhetalktoyou?



Brandon:Heattackedme,rightnow

I'monmywayfromtheclinic

becauseIwasreallybad

Lolo:What?HowisDidi?

Brandon:Idon'tknowbutI'msorryif

itdidn'tcomefromyou

Lolo:Itwasn'tfromme,howbadare

you?

Brandon:Notthatbad,I'llprobablybe

worsetomorrowwhenIwakeup,the

confrontationwasserious

Lolo:Areyougoingtoreport?

Brandon:Ican't,kgangkekaewina

kopolicebutkokerekengekankwela

anditwillaffectmorepeople



becauseitinvolvesmyfatherand

thentheshameitwillbringonthe

wholefamily.Itsnotworthit

Lolo:Soitwasreallyserious?

Brandon:Itwasbad

Lolo:Iwonderifthatwitchisokay,

Whatifsheisinjured?Kanalehao

bonaalowajaanagaaitsegoitwela

keselohelasebetswaseithibile

matho.

Brandon:(laughed)Whydoyoucare?

Lolo:(laughed)MxmIdon'tcare,ke

raahela

Brandon:Maybehedidn'tdoanything

toher.



Lolo:Heonceclosedherinthe

wardrobefor4daysknowingsheis

claustrophobic,hedidn'tcareand

shehadtogotothehospital.Ken

canbeheartless

Brandon:Idon'twantanythingtodo

withthem,forpeacesakelewena

stayaway

Lolo:Idon'tcare,otaaipona.

Brandon:I'llcallyoubeforesleeping.

Lolo:Bye

Shehungupandsighedworriedly

thoughshevowednottoletitbother

her.....



AtLetsholathebehospital....

Calvinwalkeddownthestairs

hurryingtotheemergencyroomas

youngnursefollowedhim.Hepulled

thecurtainsandwalkedinasa

patientgruntedonthebedthenhe

putontheglovesandglancedatthe

oldpatient'scard....

Carl:Morapedi?

Morapedi:(grunting)myjoinsare

painfuldoctor...They'reswollen..

Justlook....Pleasehelp...



Calvinexaminedhimandstepped

backpickingthemedicalcard...

Calvin:Whereismypen?

Thenursequicklyhandedittohim

thenhescribbledonthemedical

card...

Calvin:I'veexaminedyouandi

suspectarthritisbutI'msendingyou

forXrayandtheywillalsodrawyour

bloodsowecanmakeaproper



diagnosis...Translateforhimithela

kesaitsegoregatwekaSetswanake

reng

ThenursetranslatedtoSetswanaas

Calvin'sphonevibratedthenhe

steppedoutintothenextempty

section...

Calvin:(loweredthevoice)Hello?

Ken:HiitsKenna

Calvin:Hellouncle

Ken:Ineedyourhelp,areyoubusy?

Calvin:Yes,kekoemergency,what



helpdoyouneed?

Ken:Ihavesomeoneathomewhois

notfeelingwell,it'simportantand

youwon'tbelong.Doctorshave

medicalbagsright?

Calvin:Yes,ihaveone

Ken:Canyouhurryup?

Calvin:Isitoneofthekids?Why

osatekwanohelaincaseineedany

equipmenthere?

Ken:Please

Calvin:Okay,I'llbethereinafew

minutes.Batsilegosalabaomana

gotwengakaonyeleletsekae



Ken:Balesebafoleleronaretholare

folamontsegotwengakaodule

gaayoresaitsegoreoilekae

Calvin:(laughed)Otanfayarisa

Ken:Hurry

Hehungupandpushedthecurtains

asidewalkingout..

AttheBnB....

Meanwhilehehungupthephoneand

Zaneopenedthecardoor,grabbed

hisbackpackthenhepulledthe



laptopandthecharger...

Zane:Ketseyelaptopakere?

Ken:Yeahthat'swhyibroughtit

Zane:Whathappenedtoyourhand?

Ken:(pausedbeforeanswering)i

twistedmywristliftingheavyboxes

attheoffice

Zane:Ok

Therewassomethingoffabouthis

fatherthoughhecouldn'tquiteput

hisfingeronitthenheclosedthe

doorandhungthebagstraponhis



shoulder...

Zane:Goodnight

Ken:Goodnight...

HereversedanddroveoffasZane

frownedconfusedlynoticingthe

plaster....

AtDidi'sHouse....

LateronCalvinparkednexttoKen's

carandsteppedoutwithhismedical

bag,Kenopenedandwaitedforhim



atthedoorasCarlwalkedover

carryingthestethoscopewiththe

otherhand...

Ken:Thanksforcoming

Carl:Noproblem

Ken:Doyourespectthepatient-

doctorconfidentiality?

Carl:Yes,why?

Ken:Mywifeandihadalittle

argumentandshegothurt

Carl:Ok...

Ken:Thisway...



HeopenedthebedroomandCalvin

frozeatthedoorthenlookedbackat

Kenincompleteshock..

Ken:Canyouhelpher?

Calvin:Sheneedsthehospital,ican't

helpher

Ken:What'sthehospital-Fourwalls?

Canyouhelpher?

Calvin:Sheneedstobeintheatreto

fixthis,theatreisnotjustanyroom

it'sanoperationroomwithevery

singletoolneededtocarryout

operations-.

Ken:Howmuchistohelpher....



Aren'tyouadoctor?

Calvin:I'madoctornotamiracle

worker

Ken:Justdowhatyoucan...

Calvinshookhisheadandchecked

herpulsethenheputhismedical

downandputonthegloves...

AttheBnB.....

LaterthatnightatbedtimeZanegot

inbedstillwonderingabouthis

father'sinjurythenhecalledhis



motherjusttocheckonher...

Ken:Hello?

Zane:Canitalktomama?

Ken:Shejustwenttobed,callinthe

morning

Zane:Okay

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfully...

AtDidi'sHouse....

LateronKensighedandshookhands



withCalvin...

Calvin:Ireallywishyoucouldlisten

tome,shewon'tbebreathinginthe

morningbecauseshewillbeswollen

thannow,igaveherantibioticsbut

thedosesarewaytolessbecause

that'sallihave.Shelookspale,ihave

tocheckherHB,fromaphysical

examhelashelostalotofblood...

Thatarmneedanxray-shemight

alsobebleedinginternallyand-

Ken:Thanks,I'llcallyouifineed

anything.

Calvin:Thateyecanbefixedif-



Ken:Calvingoodnight

Calvingotinthecarandlookedat

himhopingtohearachangeofheart

buthewasstillcoldasice...

Ken:Thanks

Calvin:Ok

HedroveoffthenKenclosedthe

doorandlocked,hesighedand

walkedacrosstheroomtothe

bedroomthenanothercarparked

outside.



Hemovedthecurtainsandfrowned

asZanesteppedoutofJan'scar.

HeknockedthenKenopenedthe

door...

Zane:Iwantmyheadphonesinthe

bedroom

Ken:Waitthere,I'llbringthem

Zane:(walkingin)It'sokay,I'llget

them

Ken:(blockedhim)I'llbringthem.

Zane:Kebatagobonamama,okae?



Whyareyouinjured

Ken:Youneedtoleave

Zane:I'mnotleavinguntilI'veseen

her

Ken:OsekawanchansetsaZane

Zane:Moveaside,iwanttoseeher

orelseI'mcallingthepolice..

Ken:Areyouthreateningme?

Heangrilygrabbedhimbytheback

ofhisneckdragginghimtothecar

butZanepushedhishandawayand

triedtopushhim,Kenpushedhim

wayharder,sohardhehithisback



againstcarandhurthiselbows...

Ken:Karetsamaya...

Zaneangrilygotbackinthecarand

slammedthedoorlookingathis

father....

Zane:(tearfully)Whatdidyoudoto

her?

Ken:Youwouldn'tunderstand,leave

andihopethisstaysinthefamily..

Zane:Makemeunderstandbecause

I'mscared!AndI'mnotleavinguntili



seeher....

*

*

*

*
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AtDidi'sHouse....

Ken:Zane?Iwantyoutolookmein

theeyesandunderstandsomething...

(Zanelookedathim)Whathappens



betweenmywifeandiisnoneofyour

business,ifyoufeellikeyou'rean

adult-agrownmanthenyouhaveto

leavemyhousedoyouunderstand?I

shouldhavekickedyououtthe

minuteyougotthatgirlpregnant

becausenowthattoLailayou'rea

manyouthinkyoucanquestionmy

authorityinmyhouse.I'llbreakyour

neck,doyouunderstandme?Your

motherisfine,gosleep.You'llcallher

inthemorning...

Zanesighedthoughtfully,heknewhis

fathermeanteverywordhesaidbut

hestillcouldn'tpicturethecondition



hismothermighthavebeeninfor

himtohavehurthisfist.

Zane:(calmly)I'msorry...Caniat

leasttalktoher?Evenifitsoverthe

phone?

Ken:Okay,waitthere...

HewalkedbackinthehouseasZane

waitedinthecarthenhisphone

rang...

Zane:Hello?

Didi:(barelyaudible)Zanego,I'llcall



tomorrow.

Zane:AreyouOK?

Didi:Yes,I'mfinemyboy.Go,ketaa

letsakamoso.

Zane:Areyousure?

Didi:Yourfatherandiobviouslyhada

fightbutweareworkingonit

privately,don'tsharethiswithanyone.

Zane:Ok,goodnight

Ken:Goodnight

Hehungupandreluctantlydrove

off....



Inthebedroom.....

Kenthrewoffthephoneandcrawled

onthebedwitharope,heturnedDidi

downonhertummythenhesaton

herbuttandtiedherhandsbehind

herashertearswetthepillow...

Didi:Kenstop...PleasebabeI'm

sorry...

Hetiedhertightlyandrolledherover

asshelookedathimallbruisedthen

hetiedherG-stringaroundhermouth

leavinghermouthopenwithaknotat



theback..

Hepickedherupandhungheronhis

shoulderwalkingoutnudewithher

hairwigglingdown.

Heplacedheronthedinnertableand

pushedallthechairsawayasDidi's

tearsrolleddown....

Hestoodbythetableandshovedhis

diinherpuashereyeswidenedthen

heslappedherbreandtwistedher

ni...



Ken:(panting)Isthiswhatyouwant

bch?Uh...We'vegotthewholenight

andtomorrowthenadayafter,when

I'mdonewithyouyou'llbeapastor's

wife...

Heliftedherbutandslidthenhe

whippedherbinwithhisheavydas

shefrownedflinching.Hegrabbed

herbythehairandpulledherdown

thensheslippedandfellonherface

hittingthefloorwithhandstiedon

theback.



Heyankedherupturningherfaceup

andleanedoverpullingoutthegag

lookinginhereyes...

Ken:You'reMrsDaniels-yougotme?

Youdon'tgettouchedbyanyone

exceptme...

Heshovedhisddownherthroatand

drilledasshegaggedtearfullyand

splashedoutvomitthenhepulledout

watchingherassheleaneddown

throwingupthroughhermouthand

nose...



Ken:Yeahthrowup,kegokgwisa

bofebeautw...I'mcleaningyour

system,openyourmouth...

Sheclosedhermouthandheslapped

herloudlyleavingahandprintonher

cheekthensheopenedhermouth

wide,hesliditallthewaydownher

throatandpushedherheadoverhis

dasshehelplesslyranoutofairwith

herhandsbehindherback...

Vomitleaneddownhisbolzandout

hernostrilsthenhepulledoutasshe

gushedoutvomitandcoughed



endlessly...

Didi:(breathingheavily)Godplease

helpme....

Ken:That'sright,comehere...

Shetriedtobreathonemoretimebut

hequicklyshoveditdownherthroat

andbithislowerliplookinginher

eyes...

Ken:Mmmh....

Hepulledoutandslappedherface



severaltimeswhileallshecoulddo

wasclosehereyesthenheshoved

fingersdownherthroat,hereyes

widenedasshejerkedupsuffocating

buthepinnedherdownwithherhair,

peeslowlyrolledonthefloorandhe

glancedatitthenhepulledhis

fingersout...

Didi:(cryingandgasping)Ken

Helaidheronthetableandshovedit

inher...

Didi:(screaming)OhhhhhJesus



pleaseme...Godpleasestophim...

Please...

Hedrilledbothholesgoingbackand

fourthuntilshecouldn'tfeelherself

downthereassheslowlyputher

headonthedeskblinkingslowly

hopingtodie...

Heshoveditinheresandstopped

insidelookinginhereyesashepeed

inher,shepausedandlookedinhis

eyesandhekissedherforehead....

Herstomachslowlyexpandedashe

filledherupandleanedbackstaring



athimselfpluggedin...

Ken:I'mpullingoutandifonedrop

fallsonthefloorI'llbeatyousohard

youwon'trecogniseyourself...

Heslidoutandsheclosedherself

tightlythenheslidonthev...

Didi:(crying)You'repushingitout....

You'repushingitout

Ken:I'mfuckingyourpusthat'swhat

I'mdoingifyoudropmypeeI'llkill

you...



Shetightlyclosedherselfandhe

pulledoutanddroppedherdown

againslidingdownherthroat,her

eyespoppedandsheflusheddown

onthefloorasKenpressedherdown

hisd...

Ken:That'sitbabe,wearecleaning

up...Rentshabofebeakere?

Shechokedwithhisddownher

throatandbolsallinhermouththen

shemeltedonhishands...



Hepulledoutasherheadhelplessly

wiggledthenhepickedherupand

laidheronthetable,hecalmly

checkedherpulseandwenttothe

kitchenwherehehadfourfulllong

glassesofwaterthenhewalkedback

tothetableandslappedherface...

Ken:Heygetup...Getup...Tsoga.....

Didislowlyopenedhereyesand

realiseditwasn'tadream,hereyes

tearedupasshebeguncrying

lookingathim...



Didi:Kentherrakeagokopa

ntogela...Ntasekekeboelele...Let

mecleanthehouseandmakeyou...

Somethingtoeat...Pleasebabe,i

knowyou'reangryandit'sallmy

fault...

Helookedinherandshoveditinher

sbutshecouldn'tfeelanythingas

theybothwatchedherstomachfillup

again,assoonashepulleddown

clearpeewasheddownandrolledon

thefloor...

Ken:Seethat...That'sclean,come



here...

Hepulledherdownandshovedit

downherthroatandshecoughed

nothingcomingoutofhermouth

exceptsalivaandslimyprecum...

Ken:Ohyes....Yes....

Hewhippedhercheekswithitand

shoveditdownherthroatand

frownedjuicingher....

Ken:Ohhhhfarkkk......#_"*?£/-:̀;°!!



Hepulledoutandsteppedback

squeezedthelastdropsonherhair

assheleaneddownputtingher

foreheadonthefloorwithherhands

stillbound.

Ken:Shitfuckfeelsgood!

Heliftedherupputtingheronhis

shoulderandwalkedtothebathroom

whereheputherundertheshower

withherhandsstilltiedtotheback,

heturnedthecoldshowertapand

splashedherwithcoldwaterasshe



grinnedbendingherback,shecould

feelthecoldnessdowntothebone

ashegrabbedtheshowerhead

flushedherfaceasshegaspedfor

airwithwaterliterallygowndownher

nostrilsandmouthmeetingather

throatandfillingherup....

Ken:standup,(slappedher)Isaid

standthefuckup!

Shequicklystoodupfacinghimas

hewashedherrunninghishandover

herbodywhilesplashingherwith

water



Ken:Turnaround...

Sheturnedfacingthewallashe

washedheranduntiedtherope,she

quicklyputherhandsoverherface

cryingashebathedherremovingthe

bandagesCarlhadputonher.

Heclosedthetapandgrabbeda

towellookingather...

Ken:Turnaround,faceme..



Shelookedathimashewrappedthe

towelaroundherandputhisarm

behindherbuttandliftedherout

walkingtothebedroomasshecried

shiveringherteethknockingagainst

oneanother.

Hefirstputheronthechairandfixed

4bedthenhepeeledthesheetsoff

andhelpedhergetonthebedand

putthesheetsoverlookinginher

eyes,hecouldseethepaininher

eyesandpartofhimhatedhimself

butthenpartofhimstronglybelieved

sheneededtoknowherplaceinthat

house....



Ken:I'mgoingtobath,ifyoumovea

muscletherewillbeconsequences

forthat,doyouunderstandme?

Shenoddedseveraltimes...

Didi:Iknowbabe...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thensheburstedintotearscovering

hermouth,thedooropenedandKen

stuckhisheadbackinlookingather,

sheheldherbreathlookingathim...



Didi:(rubbedhertears)Iloveyou

Heglaredatherandclosedthedoor

thenshepulledthesheetsoverher

headandcriedunderthesheets.He

openedthedooragainandstepped

backintheroomthenhepulledthe

sheetsoff...

Ken:Icleanedyouupandyou're

messingyourselfupwithtears,stop

it...Idon'twanttoseeyoucryagain...

Didi:Okaybabe



Hekissedherandclosedthedoor

thensheslowlyrubbedoffhertears

andtookadeepbreath....

***

Almost2hourslaterKenwalkedin

theroomandstaredatherasshe

dozedoffthenhepulledherwethair

offherface,sheopenedhereyes

lookingathimthenhesmiledjusta

bitbeforedrawingastraightface

again...



Ken:Hey...

Didi:Hi..

Ken:Icookedsomething,let'sgoand

eat

Didi:Ok

Sheslowlygotoffthebedand

glancedathergown..

Didi:Caniputonmydress?

Ken:No,justgolikethat...

Shefoldedherarmsandwalkedout

buttnakedashegrabbedhismuscle



topandputitonfollowingher.

Atthetablehepulledachairforher

andtheyquietlysatdowntoeatbut

herthroatwassoreandshecouldn't

swallow...

Ken:Whyaren'tyoueating?(shekept

quietafraidtorespond)Don'tyoulike

myfood?

Didi:Mythroatispainful..

Ken:Sowhydidn'tyoujustsayso

andstopactinglikea5yearold...



Hewalkedinthekitchenandwalked

backwithalargeyoghurtanda

spoonthenhesatdownandopened

it.

Ken:Iboughtthislastweekbecausei

knowyoulikeitbutyouhaven't

noticeditbecauseyouweretoobusy

tobeinyourownkitchen...

Hefedheruntilitwasfinishedthen

helookedherintheeyesandleaned

overkissingher...

Ken:Don'teverlieorcheatonme,do



yougetme?

Didi:Yes

Ken:I'llkillyouifyoucheatonme.As

soonasthesebruisesaregone

you'regoingtochurchandyou're

goingtolookatallthosewivesand

singlewomenandbealeading

exampleofwhataproperwifeis

supposedtodobecauseyouknow

what?I'mstillKen...Icanbereally

nicetoyoubutifyoupissmeoffI'll

punishyou.IfyoufuckupI'llfuckyou

upandnoneofusissayinganything

aboutdivorcingbecauseI'mnot

playingthatgame,webothknow

after2yearswewillbegetting



marriedagainsowearedonekaya

divorceit'soutofquestion.Doyou

understandme?

Didi:Yes

Ken:Whatevershityouhavewith

Loloendstoday,youaretoooldtobe

playinghideandseekwithyourfriend.

Ifyouarefriendsbefriendsandif

you'renotdon'tbe,thereisnoin

between.Thesethingsaremessing

withyourheadanddistractingyou

fromtakingcareofthisfamily.From

nowonyou'regoingtotakecareof

meandthesechildren,weneedyou.

You'reamarriedwomanyoucan'tbe

runningaroundfromhousetohouse



leavingyourresponsibilities

unattended.Finishthatdrink...

Shedrunkhalfofitandfeltfullbuthe

gaveheroneeyethenshethrewitall

downherthroatandputdownthe

glass...

Ken:(touchedherchinandleaned

overkissingheronthelips)Goodgirl

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackinwith

thepharmacyplasticsandputa

plasteronthecutbeneathhereye

andseveralothercutsonherthenhe



bandagedherarmasshetracedthe

ropebruises...

Didi:Wherearethegirls?

Ken:WithOtlhe

Didi:BabeIreallythinkineedanother

painkiller,ifeeldizzy

Ken:I'llgiveyouone.Letmefinish

yourarm...

Shemeltedonhishandsandhe

protectedherheadfromthefloor

thenhecarriedhertothebedroom...



Ken:Shit,whydoyoukeeppassing

out...

Helaidheronthebedandtuckedher

inthenhebroughtthepilland

water.....

AtLolo'sHouse...

AlittleaftermidnightLolostill

couldn'tgetsomesleep,shetossed

andturnedthinkingaboutthe

wardrobeandtheguninDidi's

privatesthenshetookoutherphone

andcheckedherlastseen,itwas



hoursbeforewhichwasunusualfor

herthenshecalledher...

Ken:Hello?

Lolo:Hi,canitalktoDidi?

Ken:Idon'twantyoutalkingtomy

wifeeveragain,it'snotlikeyou're

bothfriends.Whateverthisjokeisit

endsnow.

Lolo:Keniheardwhathappened,is

sheokay?

Ken:Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI

havetosaythis,stopcallingmywife

kewenaomorutilengbofebe.You've

doneenoughdamage



Lolo:I'mgoingtoignorethatandtake

itasamanthingtoalwaysblame

theirwife'sfriendswhenthewife

makesamistake.Maybeit'slovethat

makesonethinkthewifeisn't

capableofcheatingwithoutinfluence

butifyoureallyloveheryou'dletme

talktoher,maybeicanhelpher.Ke

mosadiKennagankakekatsamma

mokegasagasadikgangtsalapala

gaDidigapeIdon'tevenhavefriends

eneDidikeenetsalaamealeone,ee

gakeganereaterelwemmehagole

badreemisagolwapele.Keago

kopatherrammekebueleene,i

promiseiwon'ttellanyone.



Ken:Wait...

Shewaitedforafewminutes..

Didi:(barelyaudible)Hello?

Lolo:Didi?

Shebrokedowncrying,Lolo'sheart

sunkandastearsinstantlyfilledher

eyes...

Lolo:Areyouokay?

Didi:Yes



Ken:Youtalkedtoher,bye

Hehungupthenshesighedfeeling

wayworriedthanbeforebutshe

couldn'tcallZaneandalarmhimifat

allhewasn'tawarewheneverhe

was...

Shegotupandslowlygotdressed,

shewasstillhealingandcouldbarely

walk...

Lolo:Setso?Setso?

Setso:Maa?



Lolo:Salalengwanakeagorekadi

padshafillingstation

Setso:Okay

Lolo:Comesleeponmyblankets

SetsomovedoverandsleptasLolo

pickedherkeysandlookedatSetso

andMofenyisleepingthenshe

walkedout....

AtDidi'sHouse....

MeanwhileKensatonthechairby

thebedrestinghischinonhisfists



watchingDidiwhowasasleep,she

wasgettingswollenrightbeforehis

eyesandshewasslowlychanging

color,herbruisesbecamedarker

somegreenerandeveninhersleep

shewasbreathingwithdifficulty.

Atearrandownhischeekandhe

stooduppullingdownhis

sweatpantsashewalkedout,hesat

inthetoiletandleanedoverhisarm

coveringhisfacethenhewashedhis

faceonthesinkandstaredat

himself...



Hecouldn'tbelievehedidthatmuch

damageandnowhewonderedwhat

hiskidswouldthinkofhimifthey

sawher,helovedher...Heknewhe

lovedherbuthecouldn'tunderstand

whathewassupposedtodobecause

hedidn'twanttoleaveher..

Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

Kenwalkedoutandopenedthedoor,

Lologlancedathisshirtlesschest

andquicklylookedawayavoidinghis

junk...

Ken:Whatdoyouwant?



Lolo:Letmeseeher,ijustwantto

talktoher.Iwon'ttellanyonekeago

tshepisa

Ken:Comein...

Sheslowlywalkedinthenheledher

tothebedroom,Heopenedthedoor

andLololaidhereyesonDidi's

swollenfaceandbruisedarmsthen

shecoveredhermouthtearfullyand

turnedtoKenwholickedhislowerlip

andlookeddown...

Lolo:Didi?Didi?



Shequicklysatonthebedand

checkedherpulsethensheputher

handonhercheek...

Lolo:Didi?Shecollapsed...

Ken:Shehasbeendoingthat...

Lolopressedherpalmandobserved

herbloodflowthenshepressed

downhereyelookinginsideand

lookedbackatKen....

Lolo:Wasshebleeding?

Ken:Hoursagobutitjuststopped



Lolo:Whatifsheisbleeding

internally?Andsheisverypalegaana

madimothoyoKenna,let'stakeher

tothehospital.Thereasonshekeeps

passingoutisbecauseshedoesn't

haveblood.

Ken:No,sheisnotleavingthehouse.

Howamigoingtoexplainthis?

Lolo:Soyou'dratherexplaindeath

overafight?Aren'tyoutheonewho

wascryingwhenyouthoughtshe

wasdeadsoyouwanttocryforever

now?I'mnotevenaskingyounowI'm

tellingyou.Youtwohavechildren,

whathappensifshedies?Yougoto

prisonformurderandthenFaithand



Hazelwillgrowupwithoutparents,

Zanekanakemonnayomotona

jaakaobonaanalengwanaandhe

mightgostayinOklahomawithhis

family,whataboutyourgirls?They

willbeeveryman'ssextool,isthat

whatyouwant?Doyoureallyknow

whatit'sliketofeellikeafailureasa

parentKenna?Walkingaround

knowingyoucouldhaveprotected

yourdaughterhadyounotbeenlost

inyourworld.(tearfully)The

resentmentyougetfromyour

daughterforfailingher?Andher

havingangerepisodesbecauseshe

justcan'tunderstandwhyyoumade



certaindecisionswithoutconsidering

her?Sittingthereknowingthatno

matterhowmuchyouimprove,love

herandsacrificeforheritwillnever

changethefactthatyouoncemadea

baddecisionthatchangedherlife?

Isthatwhatyouwantforyour

daughters?

Hesighedandnoddedswallowing

thenhegrabbedhist-shirt...

Lolo:Changeyourpants,sweatpants

aretoorevealing...



Hedroppedthet-shirtandquickly

pulleddownhissweatpants

remainingwithboxerbriefsasshe

swallowedandsatonthebed

focusingonputtingDidi'sgownon

herwhileKenlookedforapairof

jeans.

Hefinallyfounditandjumpedinas

sheglancedathim,hehadadefinite

V-lineonhisabdomenandshe'd

neverseenamanlooksosexyinhis

underwear.Thatboxerbriefdefined

hisGodgivensandhisdickpointers

madethewholethingbreathtaking

butforsomereasonshedidn'twant



toknowwhatitfeltliketohaveall

thatinsideher,clearlyitwouldbe

good-thatshecouldtellbutthewayit

lookedgoodsheknewDidiwouldfall

apartandshe'dhadenoughoffights.

Lolo:T-shirteohasstains,find

somethingelseandpleasehurryup.

Hegotafresht-shirtandsliditon

thenhepickedDidiupandhurriedto

thecarwhileLololookedaroundfor

herhandbagandimportantthings

shemightneedthenshefoundKen

shoesandlockedthehouse....



KenlaidheratthebackthenLolo

jumpedinthedriver'sseatanddrove

offasKenkeptcheckingherpulse,

hecouldhardlyfeelanything...

Ken:Shit....Ikilledher..

Lolo:Don'tpaniconme...Sheis

fine....

Loloflushedthelightsandhitthe

hornalmosthittingadogcrossing

theroad....



AtLetsholathebe

LateronTshepolisteddownseveral

bloodresultsandfrownedlookingat

DidintleDaniels'snameasAatile

walkedin...

Tshepo:Hee...Didiorileng?HBisso

low

Aatile:(frowned)Isitreallyher?

Hebanna...takebonegoreotilele

mang...

Aatilewalkedout...



AtICU....

MeanwhiledownstairsKenanxiously

pacedaroundasLolosatonthechair

holdingDidi'shandbag...

Ken:Ican'tbelieveididthis...

Lolo:Shewillbefine

Anursewalkedpastthemwith3

unitsofbloodanddisappearedinto

Didi'sroomastheydesperately

waited,minuteslateranursecalled



themin...

TheywalkedinasDidilaidonthebed

withatubeforbloodtransfusionand

aanotheroxygentubebelowher

nostrils...

Doctor:Didintlehassuffereda

Traumatic-brain-injury,fromthe

imagesilookedatitsDiffuseaxonal

injury...

Ken:Whatdoesthatmean?Canyou

simplifyitinEnglish

Doctor:Duringtheimpact-andfor

yourowninformationIknowyou're



lyingaboutfalling,shewasclearly

beatenbutmovingonduringimpact

herbraincrashedbackandforth

insideherskullcausingbruisingand

tearingofnervefibersthat'swhyshe

islikethat.

Ken:Istilldon'tunderstandwhatthat

means

Lolo:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Doctor:Youbasicallyshookher

brain....Shemightremainina

vegetativestatelikethatforeveror

shemightgetup,atthispointican't

reallygiveyouadefiniteanswerbut

I'mreferringhertoPrincessMarina



wheretheywilldomuchmorethan

wecandohere...

Ken'swholebodyweakenedasacold

chillrandownhisspine,hecovered

hismouthindisbeliefandslowly

squattedinshock...

Ken:(whispered)....No...No...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAndrew'sHouse.....

EarlythatmorningBaby'sphonerang



asshelaidherheavythighon

Andrew...

Andy:Babe...babe?

Baby:Mm?

Andy:Phone

Babypickedthephoneyawning.....

Baby:Hello?

Lolo:HiBabythemmankelako

ngwanengkemoLetsholathebeDidi

isinacriticalcondition,ican'tleave

justyet



Baby:(leapedup)Okay,what'swrong?

Lolo:It'scomplicated,otaatsamaya

akerenana?

Baby:(trappedthephonebetween

hershoulderandtheearwhilegetting

herJersey)yes,keaapara.Setso

kanaootselajakamothoasule

Lolo:That'swhatI'mthinking

Baby:I'llcallyouwhenIgetthere.

ShehungupandshookAndy...

Baby:Lovetakemehomegatweko

salalengwana



Andy:(annoyedhecoveredhimself

withasheetsleeping)Oitsego

kgweetsaakereBabynnakerobetse

wandisturberphakelakeatheogela

Baby:Shehakereyou'regoingto

needthecartogotowork?

Andy:(coveredhimselfwithapillow)

Fuck!AobannaMaya!Akereketaa

tsamaakataxi,wanthodiakana!

Shegrabbedthecarkeysandtook

outhisclothesforthenextmorning

andleftthemonthecouch...

Baby:(laughedthinkingoutloud)



Shemyou'regoingtokillmefornot

ironing,sorry...

Sheranoutanddroveoff.....

AtJan'shouse.....

MinuteslaterBabyparkednextto

Jan'scarandknockedonthedoor,

Zaneopenedthedoorshirtless

stretchinghisbackhidinghis

morningbonewiththeotherhand...

Baby:(Laughed)HahahamxmZane



thewagolaibileophekile

Zane:(laughed)Gaobategonna

sugarmaminemmaonspoilerka

studentallowancelemadiaga

Andrew?

Baby:(laughed)Waatsenwanewena

Zane:Kananeolestepmother

same...(smiled)kegotsitsepapa

digaunderwearyameojemonate

Babylaughedandmissedhimwitha

slapasheflinchedthenshewalked

inside...



Baby:Oskabuadilotseohapelega

Andrewotanthadisa,keengosena

mowajaana

Zane:(laughed)Sorrymother-imean

Maya

Baby:I'mlookingforAgatha,iwant

mylaptopgatwekosalalengwana.

Sowhat'swrongwithyourmom?

Zane:Whatdoyoumean?

Baby:Keutwamamaaresheisina

criticalconditionkoLetsholathebe,

why?

Zane:(hisfacedroppeddown)What?

Baby:Yeah..(confused)youdidn't

know?



Agathasteppedoutfromtheother

bedroomwrappingherselfwitha

towel...

Agatha:What'sgoingon?Iheard

noise

Baby:Ineedthelaptop,I'mgoingto

mama'shouse,ineedsomethingto

keepmeentertainedwhilewatching

thebaby.HurryupSetsoiswithhim

ZanewalkedpastAgathaand

grabbedJan'scarkeysonthehead

board...



Zane:Jan?Jan?

Jan:(turnedawaycoveringhimself)

What.???

Zane:I'mtakingthecar,mamaisin

thehospital

Jan:Ok

Zaneranoutanddroveoff.......

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LateronAatileapproachedasKen

andLolowaitedbythechairs,hesat



nexttoKenandhandedhimadrink

thenpassedanotheronetoLolo....

Aatile:Anyupdates?

Kenquietlyrubbedhisfaceand

sighedleaningback...

Lolo:Nothingyet...Butthey'rewaiting

tohearabouthertransportation.

***

Zaneranthroughthelargeglass



doubledoorsofEmergencyand

stoppedlookingbothsidesthenhe

ransectionfromsectionpullingthe

curtainspeakingateachpatientuntil

hefacedtheICUemergencydoor

whereheslowlywalkedoverashis

heartpounded.

Hestoppedattheglassandpeaked

asDoctorsdiscussedsomething

standingnexttoDidi'sbedwhileshe

laidwithtubesconnectedtoherand

ahospitalsheetuptoherchest.

Hepushedthedooropenandwalked



inthenthe2doctorsandanurse

turnedlookingathim...

Zane:Hi,mynameisZaneDaniels,

sheismymother.What'sgoingon?

Nurse:Aren'tyouwithyourfather?

Zane:No,whereishe?

Nurse:Heisthisside,I'msurehewill

updateyoubetter

Zane:Canitalktoher?

Nurse:Wearestillwithher,pleasego

thisside...

Zaneslowlytouchedhismother's



handlookingatherbruisedface,

neckandarms,shewasswollenand

muchfullerwithaseriouscutonthe

sideofherhead,youcouldbarely

recogniseher.

Tearsfilledhiseyesashestepped

back,heknewheshouldhavetrusted

hisinstincts,histhroatcrackedashe

bentdownrubbinghiseyesthenhe

stormedout...

Hegotinthenearestman'sroomand

shuthimselfinsidebreakingdown

sittingonatoiletseatwithhishands



overhisface...

Zane:(crying)No,no,papano,please

no...

Hecriedforaboutaminuteand

steppedoutthenhewashedhisface

bythesinkandwalkedoutdryinghis

handsonhispantsthenhetookout

hisphoneanddialed...

AtEmergency.....

MeanwhileBayangstoppedfroma



distancelookingatKen,Aatileand

Lolosittingonthechairstalkingthen

heturnedandtookanotherroute

passingothersectionsandeventually

emergedfromtheothersideof

Emergency...

Hesloweddownlookingthrough

windowsandstoppedoutside

lookingatDidi,therewasnooneelse

insidewithherandthenurses

standingatthestationwerebusy

discussingsomethingaboutthe

medicalcardsthenhedashedinand

carefullyclosedthedoor...



Ashewalkedcloserthebruisesand

amountofswellinggothisskin

crawlingashestoppedbythebed

andlookedather,therewasalarge

darkbruiseonhereye,herforehead

hadcutsandherneckwasswollen...

Heslowlytouchedthemarksonher

armsandpeeledthesheets,tears

blurredhissightashestaredather

deflatedbreast,clearlytheimplant

hadrupturedprobablyleakingonher.

Hisheartshutteredandalmost



chokedhimasheheldherhand

tightlyandsatonthechairkissing

herhand.

Thefeelingshedidn'twantto

acknowledgewerefailinghimashe

swallowedalargelumpandblinked

severaltimesclearinghisvision....

Bayang:Didi?

Helookedatherandtracedher

jawlinegoingupandkissedherlips

thenhesighedleaningback....



Bayang:RememberwhenIworkedat

Caltexasafuelattendant?...(smiled)

thenightbeforeyouleftforGabs?It

wasabeautifulevening...Your

grandmotherhadsentyoutofetch

waterandihadbeenhidingbythe

tap,igaveyouyourveryfirstkiss

and..(laughed)Youwerecluelessbut

itwassweet.Andthatlastkiss

beforethebusleft...Ishouldhave

hadsexwithyouthatnight,maybe

getyoupregnant.Maybe-justmaybe

ourlovestorywouldbeunique...I'm

sorrythatiwasn'tgoodenoughbuti

knowyoulovedme,youjustneeded



moneybecauseofwhereyoucame

from...Ourbiggestdisadvantagewas

yourlackofvision.Ihadmydegreei

wasjustjobhunting,I'mnotblaming

you....Buthaven'tyoudoneenough

forthisguy?Yougavehimthree

children,burnedyourselfforhimand

didtheworstjusttofeedhischildren,

traveledtheworldforhimandhestill

doesthis?I'mnotsayingI'mperfect

orwanttoreplacehim.Iknowyou

don'tlovemeandit'sfine...I'lltryto

loveagain,IswearIwilltrymyvery

bestbutyoushouldtrysomewhere

elsetoo...Thisistoxicanditwillbe

yourdownfall...



Thedooropenedandhequickly

rubbedhiseye....

Nurse:Hi,doyouknowher?

Bayang:Yeah,sheisanoldfriend

Nurse:Wearetakingherupstairs

whilewaitingforhertransportation,

sheisgoingtothecity

Bayang:OK,letmegiveyouspace...

Hestoodupandlookedatheronce

againbeforetakingoffhisnecklace

andputtingitaroundherneckandhe



walkedoutrubbinghisnose...

Bayang:Shap..

Nurse:Shap...

***

MeanwhileZanewalkedstraight

towardsfatherwhowassittingwith

AatileandLolo,helookedathimand

stoodup....

Zane:Sothat'swhatyoumeant?

Ken:Zaneyouprobablywon't



understandthis-

Zane:ActuallyIdo,youdon'tloveor

respectmymotherandidon'tcare

whatshedidtoyou.Youcan'tjustify

doingthattoawoman'sbody...ican't

picturemyselfbeatingLailaandi

refusetobelievethereisanything

shecandoto"pushme"tothatlevel...

Iwon'tevertolerateanyboywho

beatsFaithandturnaroundtalking

abouthelovesher-I'msureyou

wouldn'talso

Ken:Wehadamisunderstandings

andyesItookittoofar-

Zane:(angrilyscreamed)Youdidn't



havetostartthistobeginwith!You

walkedoutonusbefore,youleftus

tofendforourselves,didshebeat

you?Iremembereverydetailofhow

hardlifewaswhenyouleftusfor

Amantle.(tearfully)Irememberevery

minuteoflivinginmygrandparent's

houseandhearingmamacryeach

nightprayingthatyoucomehome,i

rememberhowsheusedtobegyou

justtogetamareP100,DIDSHE

BEATYOU?....(tearsrolling)Papayou

handedawholebusinesstoyour

girlfriend,abusinessthathadmy

nameonit...ZANE'SCHALETSyou

handedallthattoAmantleandnowI



workforJaninacompanythatonce

hadmyname,didmamabeatyou?

No...Idon'tknowwhatshedidto

deservethisbutirefusetobelievea

womanissupposedtobetreatedlike

this.Ilostalltherespectihadfor

you....Ihateyouandidon'tthinkI'll

forgiveyouforthis....

Threepoliceofficersmarchedover

astheyallturnedandlookedat

them...

Zane:Icalledthepolice,Ihopeyou

gotoprisonforattemptingtokillmy



mother.Youshouldhavejuststayed

withAmantle,mymotherandus

wouldhavebeenfinewithoutyou.

Youhadachoicetowalkaway

insteadofdoingthis,iloveher-Faith

andHazelloveher.Whydestroyher

knowingsheistheonlymotherwe

caneverhave?

Kenswallowedlookingatthepainin

hisson'seyesandshookhishead

speechlessly...

Ken:I'msorry,angercontrolledme....

Officer:Bagolo...Wearelookingfor



KennaDaniels

Ken:It'sme...

Officer:Canwehaveachat?

Kenturnedaroundandwalkedaway

withthepolicethenZanesatdown

lookingathimfromtheback,nowhe

wasn'tsurewhatwasgoingonwith

himself.Hisheartshreddedwith

eachstephisfathertooksurrounded

bythosepolicemenanditfeltlikehe

waslosingeverythingatonce.The

manhelovesandlooksupto....

Probablytakinghislastfewstepsof

freedom..



Hecoveredhisfaceandburstedinto

thetearsasLolohuggedhimtightly,

hehuggedhersotightandcriedout

loudlikealittleboy....

Lolo:(tearfully)Sorrypapa...Didiis

goingtobefine,youjusthavetolook

afteryoursistersforalittlewhile...

*

*

*

*

*



[9/4,12:27AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴158

AtLetsholathebehospital.....

LateronthatmorningAatilewalked

overtoLoloandZane...

Aatile:Ihavetogetbacktowork

Lolo:Okay,bye

Aatile:(pathimontheshoulder)

You'llbefine,shewillsurvive.

Zane:Thankyou...



HewalkedawaythenLoloandZane

satdown,herphonerang.....

Lolo:Hello?

Baby:Mama?Mofenyiiscrying.I

triedmakinghisformula...Foundthe

caninthewardrobebutherefusesto

drink

Lolo:Okay,I'mcoming...

Shehungupandsadlylookedat

Zanewithhishandsoverhisface

absentminded,itfeltsowrongto



leavehimsittingaloneinthehospital

yetshecouldn'tfindabetter

decision....

Lolo:Zaneihavetogo,pleaseupdate

me.

Zane:OK

Shehandedhimhismother's

handbagandwalkedaway.

***

Minuteslaterhestoodupwalkingto



hismotherroomandglancedinside,

therewasanurseinsideconnecting

anotherunitofbloodonherthenhe

walkedbacktothechairandsat

down.

Bayangwalkedoverwithawarncup

ofteaandtwomuffinsthenhesat

downandhandedZane,hesalivated

andreceivedthemwithbothhands

puttinghismother'sbagonhislap.

Bayanggotitfromhimandputiton

thechairsohecouldeat

comfortably...



Bayang:Sorryaboutyourmother

Zane:Willshebeokay?

Bayang:Eventually,patientswiththis

kindofheadinjuryusuallygetup

within2monthsbutitcangofurther,

apatientmightnevergetupuntil

they'reputtorest.

Zanelostappetite,themuffininhis

mouthsuddenlylostitstasteandhe

spatonhishandlookingathim...

Zane:2months?(tearfully)Andwhat

ifshedoesn'tgetup?Wedon'thave

anextendedfamily,whatwillido



withmysisters?

Bayang:(sadly)Idon'tknowZane...

Someonewillcomealong,good

peoplealwaysshowupwhenyou

needthemthemostanddoesn'tKen

haveasister?

Zane:Shedoesbutgareamotwaela

thatmuch...ishouldn'thavereported

Papa

Bayang:Thedoctorhadalready

indicatedhissuspicions,during

consultationhesaidshefellbut

duringexaminationthedoctor

disagreedsoitdoesn'tmatterifyou

hadn'treported,hewaseventually



goingtogetcaught,besidesit

doesn'tnecessarilymean2months

ormore,shemightactuallygetup

beforethat.Shewillneedalotofhelp

afterbutshecanrecoverandbethe

samemotheryouhad..wedon'thave

toassumetheworst.Didicanbeat

this.Shesurvivedworseremember

Zane:Iwasthinkingthatbutthenit

mightjustbethereasonshedies,her

bodyisweakbecauseshehasbeen

throughsomuchalready...

Bayang:Shewillbefine.Ihavetoget

backtoworkandgetreadytoknock

off,leavethatcupatthecounter.Tell

themit'smine,I'llpickitlater...



Zane:Thanksforthetea...Iwas

reallycold,I'vebeenheresince3am

Bayang:(rubbedhisheadandfakeda

smile)Surebuddy...

Zanewatchedhimwalkingawayas

hefixedhiscoat,acloudofguilt

showeredhimandhewonderedif

Godeverlet'scertainmistakesslide

justbecauseyoupersonallyseeked

forgivenessfromhimthoughthe

personyouwrongeddoesn'tknow

anythingaboutwhatyoudid.He

lookeddownatthecupofteaBayang

hadmadeforhimandcontinued



eating.

AtOtlhe'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningHazelgotupand

headedtoOtlhe'sroom,sheandher

boyfriendwereasleepthenshe

crawledonthebedandsatonOtlhe's

tummy...

Hazel:Auntie?Auntie?I'mhungry,i

wantcereals

Otlhe'sboyfriendturnedaround



irritatedandcoveredhisheadthen

OtlhegotupandheldHazel'shand

makinghiswaytothekitchen...

MinuteslaterFaithwalkedpastthe

doorsingingandgotinthebathroom

whereshepeedsingingirritatingthe

boyfriend'susualroutine...

Faith:(screaming)Auntie?TPis

finished!

Otlhe:(shoutedback)Checkthe

lowershelf

Faith:Ok...



Shewipedherselfandspotteda

colorfulbottletopthenshepickedit

upandwalkedoutadmiringit,

minuteslatertheboyfriendwalkedin

andstaredatthepeethenhesighed

andflushedbeforepeeingand

openingthewindowthenhesprayed

whileflushingandwalkedout...

Hewalkedacrossthehouseand

pausedatthedoorwatchingOtlhe

smilingteachingFaithhowtofry

eggsproperlywhileHazelwalked

alongthecounterwithabigfull



tummyholdingaglassofmilkandan

EatSomeMorebiscuit...

Him:Kantebanabalonabannahela

bakua?

Otlhe:Aorra,akerekebana...Thisis

howthingswillbewhenwehavekids.

Him:(angrily)AndwenaFaithyouleft

thetoiletunflashedobatagie

flashetswakemang?

Faith:Iforgottodoit,sorry

Him:Andyouneedtostopsinging

likeyou'reatashebeen,I'msleeping.

(toHazel)Wenaoskayakorumong

kerobetse



Faith:Hazeldoesn'tknowSetswana

Him:TellherwhatIsaideebecause

I'llwhipherifshegoesinthereagain,

idon'twanttobedisturbedwhenI'm

sleeping.

Therewassilenceastheyalllooked

athimthenheturnedandwalked

away,Hazelsatonthecounterand

putdowntheglassofmilk...

Hazel:Iwantmommy

Faith:Iwanttogohome,canicall

daddywithyourphone?



Otlhe:HowaboutImakebreakfast

foryoufirstFaith?AtleastHazate

something

Faith:I'mnothungryanymore,I'lleat

athome.Mamamakesvegetables

breadonweekends,I'lleatthatwith

milk

Otlhe:(sadly)Okay...Watchthe

stoveI'mgoingtogetthephone..

Otlhewalkedinthebedroomandsat

ontheedgeofthebed...

Otlhe:Whyareyoubeingrudetomy

niecesnerra?



Him:Can'tyouseegorethey'reall

overtheplacemakingnoise?Faitho

motonagaatshwanelagotsogahela

kagogagogaphakelajaanaeven

Hazelistoooldtotobejumpingon

ourbed.

Otlhe:Maybethat'showtheyrelate

withtheirmotherandican'ttellkids

nottotalktomeorsing,thefactthat

they'recomfortableenoughtodoall

thatmakesmehappybecauseit

meanstheylikeme.

Him:Thencontrol,basekabasenya

sepemontung

Otlhe:Ok.



Shesteppedoutdialingherbrother

buthedidn'tpickthenhecalledDidi's

number...

Zane:Hello?

Otlhe:Hi,canitalktoyourmother

Zane:Sheleft,I'minmywaythere.

Otlhe:Left?

Zane:ToGaborone

Otlhe:Todowhat?

Zane:Youdon'tknow?

Otlhe:Knowwhat?



Zane:Mamahasabraininjuryand

papahasbeenarrested,idon'tknow

legalegoredidtheyreleasehimor

whatbuttheyhavethemedicalreport

andthedoctorhasalreadygiven

themherassessment.

Otlhe:(heartskipped)Warengne

wena?Whenwasthis?

Zane:Ithinktheystartedfightinglast

nightbutitendedearlythismorning

probablybo3orsobecauseIfound

outbetween5and6.I'monmyway

there

Otlhe:Wewilltalkwhenyougethere



Shehungupandwalkedbacktothe

bedroomwhereshesatonthebed...

Otlhe:Mybrotherandhiswifehada

fight,thewifeisatMarinaandhehas

beenarrested

Him:Sowhoisgoingtotakecareof

theirkids?

Otlhe:Whatdoyoumean?I'mthe

onlyonewho-

Him:Gakebatemodumowabana

andthesekidsareirritatingka

modumowabone



FaithandHazelstoodatthedoorlike

littlepuppies...

Faith:Auntiecanicalldaddy?Hesaid

hewouldtakeusshoppingtoday...

Him:Tswelakontelebone..

ShegotupandpickedHazelonher

wayoutastheywalkedoutside...

Otlhe:letsgoandenjoythesun

outside...

Theysteppedoutandsatonthe



benchbehindthehouse...

Faith:Canicallmama?OrDaddy?

Otlhe:Zaneisonthewaysolet'sjust

waitforhim,idon'thaveairtime

Faith:Okay...Letmestyleyourhair...

Faithstoodbehindhergentlystyling

herasHazelplayednexttothem...

Faith:Yourfriendisnotniceandi

don'tlikehim

Otlhe:(laughed)Iknow,heis

complicated...Heismoody



Faith:Idon'tlikehim

Otlhe:(laughed)Ok

MinuteslaterZaneparkedinfrontof

themandsteppedoutasHazelran

towardshim,hesmiledandpicked

herupticklingherthenhekissedher

neckblowingonherasshegiggling

loudly...

Zane:Morning...

Otlhe:Goodmorning...

Faith:Zeecanicalldaddywithyour

phone?



Zane:Um...Canyouguysgowaitin

thecar?I'llbethereinaminute

Theyrantothecarthenhesatnext

tohisaunt...

Otlhe:Whathappened?

Zane:Idon'tknowwhathappened

butiknowmamahasbeenspending

alotoftimeawayfromhomebutthe

othertimewhenitalkedtopapahe

brusheditofflikeitmeantnothing

thenyesterdayhetoldmenotto

comehomegaketsayalaptopmogo

eneinoticedhewasinjuredand



askedquestions,iwenthome

demandingtoseemamabuthe

refusedthoughsheassuredmeshe

wasfineoverthephone.Thenext

thingkeutwagotweokospatelaand

papaisjustfumblinggaabuegore

whyabeditsemamalikethat.Icalled

thepoliceandgaveastatementof

everythingiknew

Otlhe:Isshebad?

Zane:Istoleafewpictures

Hehandedherthephoneandshe

instantlycoveredhermouth...



Otlhe:Ofanabatho!Howdoyoubeat

yourwifelikethis?

Zane:Idon'tknowifpapareally

knowshowmuchilovehimandhow

harditistoseethetwopeopleyou

lovehurtoneanotherforcingyouto

makedecisionslikethis.

Otlhe:Don'tfeelguilty,youdidwhat

anyrightmindedpersonwoulddo.

Ofanagaadirasenteandhehasa

record,it'sgoingtomakethings

difficultforhim

Zane:ButnowIregretdoingit

becauseweneedhim,wecan'tlose

bothparents.I'minschooland...



Otlhe:Iwishicouldtakethembut

youruncleis.....Heisadifficult

person

Zane:Iknow,iwasn'texpectingyou

to.Iknowhowheis.

Otlhe:Mmekanaifisuggestmoving

inwithyouguysuntilDidiorOfana

comebackheisgoingtorefuseand

accusemeoffunnythings

Zane:Don'tworryauntie,I'llmanage

besidesI'mabouttocloseatschool,

wearewritingexams.

Otlhe:Okay,theyrefusedtoeat

Zane:I'llmakethembreakfastfrom

here



Otlhe:Okay

Zane:Bye

Zanegotinthecaranddroveoutas

thegirlscalledtheirfather....

Faith:Uh....Daddyisnotpicking!

Zane:GuysthereissomethingIhave

totellyou,mamaandpapawentto

Oklahomatogetourthings,

rememberthosebeautifulbicycles?

Theydecidedtogoandcollect

everythingweownedthereandits

goingtotakeaverylongtime

becausetheycan'tflywiththose.



Theyareonatruckforhire

Faith:Itwilltakeforever!

Zane:Exactly!Andtheyforgotthe

phonetoo,imaginethat

Faith:That'sbad,maybetheywillcall

whentheygetthere

Zane:Ihopesotoo...Whatdoyou

guyswanttoeat?

Hazel:(smackingherfulltank)I'mfull

Zane:(laughedandtouchedher

tummywiththeotherhandwhile

driving)Icanseethat

Faith:Ihavefoodinthefridge

Zane:Good...



AtDidi'sHouse...

MinuteslaterZaneparkedthecar

nexttohisparent'scarsandstepped

out...

Zane:Oknoproblem,I'lldropitoffat

theBnB

Jan:Howiseverything?

Zane:It'salongstory,I'lltellyou

whenwemeet.

Jan:cheers

Zane:Sure



Hehungupandopenedthedoorthen

thekidsranintothehousepassing

theloungeroomtothedininghallway

whereHazelslippedonthewetfloor

andfellonherbackcryingasFaith

frownedpinchinghernose...

Faith:Ewwwwwww.....Thereislittle

pooponthefloor!

Zanefrownedasthepoopsmell

madeitswaydownhislungs,he

frownedandopenedthewindows

thenhepickedHazelsuspendingher



ontheairmakinghiswaytothe

bathroomwherethefilledthetuband

undressedher.

Afterputtingherinthetubhegother

clothesandwalkedoutasFaith

pokedonthepoopwithastick...

Faith:Ithinkpeoplepoopedinour

house..

Zane:Faithstopit,goandbathHazel

anddon'tcomeoutthebathroom.I'm

cleaningup

Faith:Whopoppedhere?



Zane:(tearfullyimpatient)FaithI

don'tknowokay?Pleasebabyjust

helpmeoutbybathingHazeland

stayinthereuntilicallyou.

Faith:Ok

Sherantothebathroomandclosed

thedoor.

***

Zanewalkedinthekitchenandtied

bothofhishandswithplasticsthen

hegrabbedanemptyboxof



Cornflakesandputthethickpoopin

thetheretogetherwithDidi'spanties

andthrewitintheblackplasticbag.

Hegrabbedthemopanddisinfected

theentirefloorwithDomestothenhe

cleanedthedinnertableandwiped

eachfurnitureinthehousejustto

makesureeverythingwasclean....

Heswitchedthefanonsoitcan

circulateairandopenedthedoors

thenhewalkedtothebedroomand

stoppedstaringatthebloodstained

sheets,hefoldedthemoffand



changedthebeddingthenheput

theminplasticbagaswell.

Afterpickingupeverydirtandtrace

ofabusehegrabbedtheheavy

plasticandwalkedtothegateand

threwitinthetrashcanthenhe

walkedinsidethehouseandsaton

thecouchtearfullylookingatthe

house.

Hissistersweresinginginthe

bathroomscreamingandsplashing

waterthenhetearfullystoodupand

walkedinthekitchen,heleanedover



thecounterandsighedthenhe

clearedhisthroatandblinkedoffhis

tears...

Faith:(screaming)Zane?Zane?Can

wecomeoutnow?

Hesmiledandshookhisheadjoining

them,afterhelpingthembathhetook

themonebyonetothebedroom

wherehedressedthemandoiled

theirhairbeforeputtingthemeach

down...

Zane:Let'sgo...



Onceinthekitchenhetookouthis

phoneandgavethemwhilehe

cookedforthem...

Faithplayedavideoandstoodnext

toHazelimitatingwhatshewas

watching...

Faith:(singing)Damtukosita..Uh

uh...Damtukosita..Uhuh...Damtu

kosita..Uhuh...Upeterikapeterika

Zanepausedfryingandburstedinto



laugherlookingatthemasHazel

copiedherdancing,theybumpedon

oneanothersinging...

Zane:Nahyou'resingingitwrongand

dancingitwrong...I'llshowyou..

WhenI'mdonecooking..

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutwiththe

platesandstoppedatthedinner

tablethenhechangedhismindand

walkedoutasthegirlsfollowedhim,

heputthefoodontheoutdoortable

andopenedthedoorstohisfather's

carthenheconnectedthephoneand



playedthesong,FaithandHazel

stoodnexttothecaranddanced

whilehelaughedtakingavideowith

Didi'sphone...

Zane:(laughed)Alrightletmeshow

you...

Theypausedandlookedathimashe

starteddancingandsingingalong,

Hazellaughedsohardshealmostfell

downasFaithlaughedclapping

hands...

Zane:(dancingandsinging)



Dametucositaahah

Dametucositaah,ay

Dametucositaahah

Muéveteparaaquí,muéveteparaallá

Thegirlslaughedashebentover

dancinglikethecartoononthevideo

thenhepausedandpickedHazel

throwingherupandsatdown...

Zane:Thefoodcooleddownlet's

eat...

Theysatandstartedeating,hissmile



disappearedashewatchedthegirls

cluelesslychattingandlaughing

abouthowmuchofagooddancerhe

was.Hepokedhisfoodand

eventuallypusheditasidethenhegot

theirfoodandfedthem....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonZaneparkedthe

carandsteppedoutasFaithclosed

thedoorthenhepickedHazeland

puthimonhisshoulderasshe

snoredputtingherlittlehandsaround

hisneck...



Setsosteppedoutwiththebaby's

dirtybathingwaterandherheart

skippedasshelookedatZane.She

hadalwaysseenhimfromadistance

whenhecheckedonherbigbrother

AJbutthistimesheaccidentally

lookedinhiseyesandherheart

poundedwithconfusion,hislipshad

alwaysbeenherweaknessandthe

"peachfuzz"abovehislipswas

thickerthanthelasttimeshesawit

anditjustgavehisupperlipits

breathtakingsexiness.Shevowedto

kisshimwhenshegotolderandshe

wonderedifhe'dbeinterestedinher.



Sheheardallabouthiswhite

girlfriendinAmericaanditalways

demoralisedher...

Zane:HiSetso,auntLolooteng?

Setso:(lookingdown)Ee

Hehadsuchanicesexyteenvoice

andhesmelledsogood,shewalked

behindthehouseandsplashedthe

waterawaythenshestoodbehind

thehouselookingatherself.

Shecouldn'tbelieveshebeenwalking



barefootaroundtheyardandnowher

feetweredusty,shelookedatherself

onthewindowandfixedherhair-at

leastthefacewasokay...

Meanwhileinthehouse,Zanetooka

seatandputHazelonhislapasshe

snoredonhischest...

Loloslowlygotupandlaidheronher

mattressbeforelayingdown....

Lolo:Howisshe?

Zane:Sheleftbutiforgottoputthe



phoneinherbag.

Lolo:Agathaisgoingtheresoonene

leBabysotheywillgowithit.

Zane:Ineedhelp,idon'tknowwhat

I'mgoingtodoonMonday,Faithand

knockoffat4andiknockoffalittle

after4,Ialsodon'tknowwhowill

pickthem.Icanfixtheminthe

morningbuttheproblemisthe

afternoon.

Lolo:Don'tworryI'lltakethemduring

theweekandyoucandropby

anytimetocheckonthem,atleast

youdrivesoevenintheafternoon

whenyouknockoffyoucanpick



themandgohomeforawhilebutI'll

needthekeystothecarsbecauseI

wanttomakesureyoudon'tdo

anythingyou'renotsupposedtodo.

Zane:(laughed)Iwouldn'tdrive

aroundkedirabanyanamponeng

Lolo:(laughed)Sorry,noidon'ttrust

teenageboyseventhegoodones

Zane:(laughed)okayauntieI'llleave

thisonehereandbringtheotherlater

withthekidsclothesanduniform.

Setsowalkedinandputthebathon

topofthewardrobe...



Lolo:DoyourememberFaith?

Setso:Isawheralongtimeago,she

wasn'tthistall

Faith:AreyouSetsana?

Setso:(laughed)No,I'mSetso

Zane:Nnabantsietsabomonnawe

Katlo,andthisonelookslikeAgatha

mathonyanaaboneafunnyekareba

kgamilwekesengwe

TheyalllaughedasSetsosecretly

gotthebutterflies,hercrush

recognisedsomethingabouther...It

wasgoodenoughforher.Itmadeher

dayandyeahshe'ddefinitelylovehis



sistersandtakecareofthem....

Faith:Canicomewithyou?

Setso:Yeah...Let'sgo..

TheywalkedoutasZaneandLolo

continuedtalking,Shetiedawool

aroundthetreeandaskedFaithto

standontheotherside...

Setso:Oitsegotshamekasafe?

Faith:Notreallybutihaveseengirls

playingit

Setso:Okay,I'llgofirstsoyoulearn



thenitwillbeyourturn..

Shefoldedherskirtupandjumpedin

doingherthingasZanesteppedout

ofthehouseandwalkedoverto

them...

Zane:I'mgoingtogetsomeofyour

thingsokay?

Faith:Okay

Zane:KeleteleengSetso?

Setso:(avoidinghiseyes)Chocolate

Faith:Iwantajuice

Zane:Shap



HewalkedawayasSetsojumpedthe

wool....

Faith:(screamed)Myturn!You

messedup!

Setso:(laughed)Soyouknowhow

it'sdoneafterall

Faith:Isawgirlsplaying

TheychangedpositionandFaith

jumped....

Attheholdingcell....



MeanwhileKensatonthefloorwith

hiskneesupandforeheadrestingon

hisarms,thesmallcellhewas

confinedinsmelledandhadapoor

ventilationwithasmallwindowway

upthewall.Hecouldn'tusethesmall

slimblanketatthecorner.Ithadbeen

peedonandithadbedbugsofsome

sort....

Hestoodupandstretchedhislegs

puttinghishandsoutthecellbars

andleaningover...



Ken:(lookeddownandclosedhis

eyes)I'msorrybabe.....I'msorry...I

didn'tmeantotakeitthatfar.Please

pullthroughforourchildren'ssake

andifyoumoveonwithyourlife

don'tbringyourmanclosemy

daughters.I'msorryifailedasa

husbandandafather,Iloveyou....

THREEMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.

.
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Atthepastor'shouse....

IntheafternoonFamilyandchurch

eldersfilledthelivingroomas

Brandonsatatthefarendwithhis



headdown...

Pastor:(angrily)Thereisnothingto

talkabout,Brandondisgracedmein

frontofeveryoneandiwantnothing

todowithhim.Idon'tknowwhyhe

calledpeoplelikethis,ishouldbethe

onewhocalledpeopletohelpme

shakehisbrain.Idon'tthinkhe

understandshowmanyliveshe

changedjustbecausehecouldn't

keepitzipped..

Brandon:(reddisheyes)Iknowhow

muchi-

Pastor:(boiling)Don't,don'teventry



that...Youledthatmaninto

temptation,omoleohisitse.Kewena

omodirisitsengdiphosotsedikana....

Youruinedhisfamily...howdoyou

sleepwithawifeknowingher

husbandissittingalonedesperately

waitingforher?(tearfully)You're

heartlessandiamashamedtobe

yourfather.Thisisthesamemani

beentellingyouheislikeasontome.

Itoldyoualltheseandhowfari

comewithhimandhisloses.Hehas

comesofar,hemadeprogressand

youruinedeverythingheworkedso

hardfor...Howdoyousleepatnight?

Hetrustedyouandbefriendedyou...



Brandon'slookeddownastears

droppedonthetile,itwasthe

sadnessinhisfather'svoice.Theway

itshookandvibrated...Andknowing

howmuchKentrustedhim...Trying

topicturelifeinprisonandhowhe

couldhaveavoidedallthatbya

simpleNo.Herubbedhiseyesand

shookhishead...

Brandon:Don'tyouthinkiknowthat

already?Iknowidestroyedafamily

andtheonlythingicandoiscometo

churchandseekforgiveness,prayfor



themandhelpwhereverican..

Pastor:Thatmanislockedup

becauseofyouandyou'rehere

enjoyingyourfreedom,marriageisa

GodlyinstitutionBrandonandGodis

angryatyou,justwait...Justwait

Uncle:Brotheriknowyou'reangrybut

it'sbeenmonthsandhewantsto

comebacktochurchand-

Pastor:No,maybehewillcometo

churchwhenKennaisreleased.

Brandonwillnotbegivenanyspecial

treatment.Wearebusyprayingfor

Kennaandhiswifewedon'thave

timeforhomewreckers.Infact



pleaseleavemyhouseekarekgange

etannatelele.Wehavesomany

marriedcouplesinchurchandif

Brandonisattractedtowivesthenhe

isanevilspiritthatneedstobe

chasedout...leave,standup!

Seniorpastor:Butpastor-

Pastor:(stoodup)Brandon?Standup

andleavemyyardbeforeisininfront

ofallthesepeople,odirileboata

ekaregaongwanawamoruti,asthe

pastor'ssonyou'resupposedtobe

anexample...Leave...Standup...

HesmackedBrandononthehead



thenhestoodupandwalkedout.....

Atthemall....

Aatilethrewafewthingsinthetrolley

asVivpushedthetrolleyplayfullyin

frontofherparents...

Sedi:Keengmo?

Aatile:IwanttocheckonKensoI

wasthinkingofbringinghimtoiletries

Sedi:Okay,it'sreallysadthathislife

hasbeenruined.It'ssadthat

wheneverthingsendlikethispeople



judgetheendaction,hadDidinot

cheatedhewouldn'thavedonethat.

Shewasn'tworthgoingtoprisonfor

Aatile:IcanrelatetoKen'sproblems

buttheonlydifferencebetweenhim

andiisthatineverputmyhandson

awoman.Maybethat'swhymywife

wasneverreallyafraidtocheator

talktomeanyhowshepleased.I'd

rathertalkthanfightandifthe

behaviourpersistsifilefordivorce

thanruinmylifekamothosoicanbe

inprisonwhileshemoveson.Thisis

wherealotofusmenfail-walking

awayfromaheartbreakgapala.Ken

couldhaveservedDidiwithpapers,



I'msurehecouldhavefoundasister

atchurchandwifedher,lifegoeson.

Apparentlyshewasboredwithhim...

Ibeentheretoo-toldiwasboring

maybebecauseIwastoosoft

Sedi:Idon'tsupportviolenceagainst

womenbutidon'tunderstandwhy

Didileftherhusbandinthenextroom

andwentforasexspree,asifshe

doesn'tknowherhusband'shistory

shejustgoesonwithlifelikenothing

happened,kotengkeboithatabut

Didiwasbravetotaandforherage

you'dexpectbetter.Setseretshaba

gobuwatogagotwewearejudging

andbashingotherwomenbutshe



waswrong.

Aatile:DidimetKenwhenhewasa

thugaleroughandshelovedthat

maybehimchangingintothisbigsoft

teddybearturnedheroff,howelse

doyouexplaincheating?

Sedi:Kemathata...

Aatile:Atleasthehasbeengranted

bailthoughhecouldn'tfindanyone

whoqualifiestobailhimout

Sedi:I'msurehefeelslostinthere

Theypaidfortheirthingsandwalked

outofshopholdinghands

approachingthecar.....



AtPrison...

MeanwhileKenlaidonhisbedfacing

upreadingthebiblethenheclosedit

downandsatontheedge

thoughtfully.Hehadbeenasking

everyonewhovisitedtoletZane

knowhewantedtoseehimbutthey

allcamewiththesameanswer,"he

isn'treadytoseeyou"

Hehadn'theardfromDidiandallhe

wantedwastoholdherand

apologisethenletgoofher,



somehowheknewtheirmarriage

wouldn'tsurvivewhathedidand

eachtimeheclosedhiseyeshe

wishedhecouldhavekneltdownand

prayed...

Hegrabbedhist-shirtandstepped

outwalkingpastanotherinmatewho

stucksomethingsharponhis

abdomenandsliditoutthenheran

off,bloodgushedoutandKen

grabbedthewoundtryingtostopthe

bleedingbutitflowedbetweenhis

fingersashefelltotheground.



Anotherinmateranoverandturned

himaround..

Him:(panicked)Jesus!Hehasbeen

stabbed...Guard!Guard!

Halfofloaffamily,pleaselikeand

haveagoodnight.

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtLetsholathebehospital....

APrisonscarbumpedthroughthe

gateinhighspeedflashinglightsas

Kenslowlylostconsciousnessinthe

back,thecarparkedatthe

emergencyparkingandacoupleof

nursespushedthebedbehindthecar.

Thejailguardsjumpedoutand

carriedKendroppinghimonthebed

ashisbloodimmediatelysoakedthe



bedthentheycuffedhislegtothe

bedasthenursespushedhimtothe

emergencyroom....

AtLolo'snewhouse...

Meanwhileonthatsamebeautiful

cloudymorning,Andrewdrove

throughthegatetowardsLolo'sthree

bedroomhouseandparkedundera

corrugatedironshadewhereLolo

wasparking,nexttoherswasKen

andDidi'scarswhichhadnotbeen

driveninacoupleofdays.Shehad

grownstrictaboutthembeingdriven



andthekidshadjustacceptedthat

shewastheonlyoneallowedtodrive

themunlessZanereallyhadto...

Theyardwasnoisyandifyoudidn't

knowbetteryou'dswearshewas

runningapreschooloran

orphanage...

Atthecorneroftheyardtheteen

boyswerechattingloudlywhilebrick

laying,KatloandJuniormixed

cementwithsandmakingasmooth

mixwhileZaneandCalvinlaidalong

trailofperfectlyshapedbricksas



RanaanandKgotsoheldthehose

pipewateringthebricksmadedays

before....

Setso,Faithandothergirlsjumped

thewoolwhilethelittlekidsjumped

onthetrampoline..

InsidethehouseTina,Agathaand

Babychattedslicingvegetablesfor

thesalads....

Agatha:(laughed)Noseriously,ijust

feellikeanywomanthathasn't

kissedagirldon'tknowshit,koore



gagobateoakanyathataandguys

transmenwillgiveyoumaximum

pleasurebecausetheyknowyour

body

Tina:(laughedchoppingthe

cucumber)Nohoney,that'sjust

wrong.ThewayIlovedick...Haebo...

Noman

Baby:OkaysobeforeisawJaniwas

disgustedbutJan...Ngngngthat

niggafine

Tina:Okayyeahsheissupersexybut

onlybecausesheisboyishand

knowingshecan'tfuckmeuh

Agatha:(laughed)Girligetfucked



andibeticumwaymorethanallof

youcombined

Theyalllaughed...

Agatha:ButIwon'texplainmyself

becausesisterscanbewicked,you'll

startflirtingwithmyJan

Tina:(jokinglyshrunkhereyes

thoughtfullysmilingsilly)Cometo

thinkofitJancouldbe-

Agatha:(pointedatherwithaknife)

Sayit...Sayit

Tina:(laughed)Couldbeaholy



person

Theyallburstedintolaugher...

Tina:WenaBabysitdown,you'reon

yourlastmonthgarebatego

sekisiwakeAndrew

Baby:(pulledachairandputabowl

onherlap)Wabuammaandmylegs

arealwaysfullAndrewithelaa

nkomanyetsagoemakadinao

lebaka.

Agatha:Guysdidweforgettobuy

lettuce?Mamaloveslettucekana



Baby:CallJanaereke,shewentto

buydrinksakere?

Agatha:(theyheardacarparking

outside)Waiigaseene?

Theymovedthecurtainsandsaw

Andrewbumpingshoulderswiththe

guysthenhetookoffhiswhitet-shirt

andremainedwithavestandjeans

ashejoinedtheguysbyrakingwhere

thebrickswouldbeput...

Baby:MonnawameoberekajaJean

bathoyagompolaisagothatswa

Agatha:You'retrainingtobeawife



akere,thatswahela.

Hazelranintothekitchenandshyly

bitherfingerlookingatBaby...

Baby:LeAmericaletshwereketala

haobonaletogetsetshamekojaana...

TheylaughedasBabystoodupand

preparedadishforherthensheput

heronherlapandfedherwhile

chattingwithhersisters....

MeanwhileInthebedroomLolo



quietlyputthebabytosleepand

carefullysteppedoverhimpicking

herlaundry.Shepassedbythe

children'slaundryandpiledtheirdirty

clothesonthefloor..

Asshecheckedmoreclothesinthe

wardrobeshestumbledonSetso's

treasurebox,thepadlockhadn't

completelylockedthensheopenedit

andfrownedlookingatadiary.She

glancedbackandopenedit....

««««

Ilovethewayhesmiles



Ilovethewayhesaysmyname

Ilovethewayhelaughs

OhZane,ohmylove

Hedoesn'tknowithinkabouthim

beforeisleep

Hedoesn'tknowithinkabouthim

beforeigetup

Hedoesn'tknowican'twaittogive

himmyvirginity

Hedoesn'tknowican'twaittofeel

hisweightonme

OhZane,Ohmylove



Hehasawhitegirl

Ican'twaittobeherbackversion

Hehasacoloredbaby

Ican'twaittogivehimapurebreed

OhZane,ohmylove

PoetSetsoMowana.

Sheturnedthepageandshookher

headreadingmoreandmoreabout

Zanethensheboiledandangrily

shookherhead,clearlyshewas

havingarepeatofMayaandCalvin.

ForsomereasonAatile'svoice



poppedinhermindabout

approachingteenagerscalmthenshe

putitbackandsatdown.She

rememberedhowAatileconducted

thattalkwithAgathaandJanthen

shepickedthelaundryandgotinthe

bathroom...

Lolo:(shouted)MpiletsangSetsoa

nthuseha...

Inthekitchen...

Baby:(finishedfeedingher)Agobitsa

Setso



Hazel:(ranoutscreaming)Siso?Siso?

Baby:(laughed)Nnyaammeo

motswana

TheyalllaughedasHazelranout

chewing...

Inthebathroom...

MinuteslaterSetsoraninthe

bathroomsweatingfromplaying...

Setso:Mamagatwewampitsa?

Lolo:Yes,let'sloadthismachine.



Passmethewashingpowder

Setso:Youcangobacktothebaby,

illdoit..

Lolosatontheedgeofthetub

lookingatherassheloadedthe

clothesinthewashingmachine...

Lolo:I'veseenthewayyoulookat

Zane,doyouhaveacrushonhim?

Setso:No

Lolo:It'salloveryourfaceand

everyonecanseeit,youhavetostop

becauseZaneisyourbigbrother.He



hasagirlfriendandachild.The

reasonhecan'tlookatyoulikethatis

becauseheseesalittlegirlwhoplays

withhislittlesister,you'rehisbaby

sisterandhewillbedisappointedin

youifhefoundoutthethingsyou

thinkabouthim.Asyougrowolder

you'lllikeboysormenthatyou

shouldn't,it'sfeelingsandwecan't

changethembutwecandecidehow

torespondtothem.Okay?

Setso:Emma

Lolo:IfyoulikeZanethereisnothing

youcandoswitchoffyouremotions

butyoudon'thavetotellanyone,

writeitanywhere,singitorshowany



signjustremindyourselfthatwhat

you'refeelingiswrongandovertime

itwillgoaway.TherearemenI've

lookedatandthoughttheywerecute

andsexybutican'tgivethemasign

oractanyhow,ikeepreminding

myselfit'swronguntilthefeelingsgo

awayanditworks.I'mtellingyou

fromexperience,it'snormaltohavea

crushondifferentpeoplebutyou

don'tactonit

Setso:Okay

Lolo:Guyslovesexandsometimesif

youtellaguywhohasagirlfriendhe

willhavesexwithyouthengobackto

hisgirl,you'llbesohurtandeven



pregnantthenraisethatbabyalone

whileheismarriedtohisgirlfriend.

Setso:Iwantanicefamilyoffour

whenigrowup

Lolo:(smiled)Thenstayawayfrom

Zaneandkeepthatvirginityforthe

rightguy.Hewillbesoproudofyou

becausenowadayslittlegirlsjust

havesexwithanyone,bedifferent

Setso:(smiled)Okay...

Lolo:(stood)Goandplay,I'llfinish

that...Galehetsaabonlethapa

Setso:Okay



SheranoutthenLoloclosedthedoor

andsighedsmilingthenshedialed

Aatile..

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:GuesswhatMrI'mtheperfect

parent

Aatile:(laughed)Ican'twaittohear

this

Lolo:SetsoiscrushingonZane

writingpoemsabouthim

Aatile:Ohnoihopemydaughteris

fine,tellmeyoudidn'tchaseherout

Lolo:(rolledhereyes)Mxm...Ijust



hadasupercalmconvowithherand

sheunderstoodme,ididn'tboilor

eruptlikeavolcanosowhoisa

perfectparentnowsmartypants?

Aatile:(laughed)Uhshamennyaaruri

saregotogelwatsatsingseikise

moriting.Letmeputmyphonedown

andclapforyou..(theylaughedashe

clapped)welldonewelldoneour

clevergirl!

Lolo:(laughed)Goshapkwa,just

wantedtobrag

Aatile:I'mtryingtocallKatloandhe

isn'tansweringhisphone,ibought

himtoiletriesandotherthingsforhis



MathsandSciencefairtrip.Hesent

methelistlastweekbutSedinea

buaditorinyanaabouthewehewe

thesearenotmykidstoavoidan

argumentiletitgoandhustled

somethingontheside.

Lolo:They'rebricklayingoutside

Aatile:Okay,I'llpassbyandgive

themtohim,didyoupayforthetrip?

Lolo:Calvinpaidforit

Aatile:Heelayoujustremindedme,

weneedtositdownandtalkabout

Calvin,areobatagonyala.

Lolo:Babyalsosaidsomethinglike

Andrew'sparentsarediscussinga



visitheresowereallyneedtotalk.

Aatile:Laterosiame?

Lolo:Yeah,I'lljustbehome.

Aatile:Okay

Shehungupandcontinuedloading....

AtTshepo'shouse....

MeanwhileMayaputherbabyonher

chestandwalkedtothekitchen

pressingherphone,shecameacross

apostfromBaby...



BabyWaAndyadded4pictureswith

AgathaSetsanaandTinaPula-

preparinglunchformypips,"Whatis

lifewithoutfamilymara?Ilovemy

largefamily"

Onthepicturesshewaspoutingwith

thegirlsastheyslicedvegetables

andoiledchickenpiecesforthe

oven...

Shepassedthepostcameacross

anotheronefromCalvin...

ZaneDanielsadded3pictureswith



CalvinMowana,AatileJohnsonJr

andKatloMowana.Thecaptionread,

" Whenyourauntdoesn'tcareif

you'retryingtoactlikesuburbskids

onFacebookandmakesyoua

bricklayer,someonetellthiswoman

I'mawhitepersonandIstayedin

Oklahoma "

Calvinandtheguyslaughedand

jokedaboutitonthecommentsand

itseemedeverythingwasgoingjust

finewithouther.Sheputherphone

downandmadeformulaforherbaby

andwalkedout,thehousewasboring



andBabyhadbeenactingdistant,so

distantshewasn'tsurewhatshe

wouldsaytoherifshecalledandshe

wantedtocalljusttohearwhatwas

goingonthere...

ShesatonthecouchwatchingTV

buteverythingwasboring.....

AtMarinahospital....

Meanwhileslowlyopenedhereyes

andslowlyturnedherheadlooking

aroundtheroomthenshelookedat

herhands,anursewalkedinand



pausedsmiling..

Nurse:Didintle?Areweup?

Didi:What?

Nurse:Howareyoufeeling?

Didi:Fine

Nurse:Doyouknowwhereyou're?

Didi:(lookingaroundslowly)Hospital?

Nurse:Andyournames?

Shestaredathimtryingtoremember

butnothingcametomind...



Nurse:I'mgoingtocallthedoctor,sit

thereplease..

Didi:OK..

Sheslowlytouchedherneckandfelt

thenecklacethensheremoveditand

staredatitlikeshewasseeing

throughitthenitallcameback...A

flashbackofBayang'ssmilingather

inhiswhitecoatpassedthenshe

smiledemotionallyholdingittightly...

Thedoctorwalkedinandsmiledat

her...



Doctor:WelcomebackMrsDaniels,

mayi?

Heexaminedherandthenurse

helpedherstandbutshewastoo

weakandfinallysatdown...

Doctor:It'snormal,youwon'twalk

rightawayandyouwon'tremember

everythingallatoncebecauseyou

sufferedabraininjury...Tellmewhat

youremember

Didi:Nothing

Doctor:Itwillallcomebackinthe

nextfewdaysandyou'llremember



everything.It'snormal...

Didi:OK...

Zaneandherdaughtersflushedher

thenshesmiledandcoveredher

mouth...

Didi:Zane,FaithandHazel....Those

aremychildren...

ShesmiledrememberingLolo

washingherlegswithawashingrag...

Didi:AndLolo,irememberLolo



Nurse:(laughed)Yeahthegiantlady

whoisalwaysbathingyouwhenever

shecomes,shewouldbeallover

accusingusofignoringyouka

accentefunny

Didi:(laughed)Shedoesthat

Nurse:(laughed)Nobodylikesher

hereinfactwehavebeenasking

themtosendyoubackto

Letsholathebesoshecantrouble

Maunhospitalstuffrekalapake

mosadiwaMaun

Shelaughedasthedoctorscribbled

something.....



AtLolo'sHouse....

MinuteslaterLolo'sphonerangas

sheswitchedoffthemachineand

answeredwalkingoutwithout

lookingatthescreen...

Lolo:Hello?

Didi:(smiled)I'mbackfromthedead

again

Lolo:(eyespoppedasshescreamed)

ahhhhhhhhh....

Didi:They'resendingmebacktoLets



-

Sheopenedthemaindoorandran

outscreaming.....

Lolo:Didiisback!!

Zanedroppedthecementand

steppedonthewetbrickssmashing

themastheguy'sscreamedholding

theirheads..

Guys:Heeeeee...



ZanesnatchedthephonefromLolo

butbeforehecouldputitonhisear

Faithstretchedupandsnatchedit

puttingitonherearbutshemisseda

stepandfelldroppingitinthebucket

fullofwaterthensheturnedlooking

atbothZaneandLolowithhereyes

biggerthanamarble...

Faith:Oops...

Everyonewalkedoverlaughingas

Lolopickedherphonefromthe

bucketandrubbeditwalkingbackin

thehouse..



Lolo:Gosenayootaarepho

molomo...Nkamojakameno

Zaneturnedbacktoeveryoneand

laughedthenhetookouthisphone

anddialedDidi......

*

*

*

*
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AtMaunPrison...

LateronJanandZanewalked

towardsthesecuritygatewherethey

registeredandgotsearchedbefore

beingallowedin...

Zane:(laughed)Ican'twaittoseehis

facewhenitellhimmamaisonher

wayhere

Jan:(laughed)Iguessyou'llgoin

first,I'llgetinafteryou

Zane:Yeah..(smiled)Heisgoingto



beemotional,iknowhehasbeen

hatinghimselfforwhathedid.Plus

thecoldshoulderwegavehim...

Jan:Whatifheisangryatusfornot

postinghisbail?

Zane:Hedeservedthisthreemonths

injail,hewon'tholditagainstus.At

leastfromhereifmamareleaseshim

hewillknowyoucan'tbeatawoman

tothatextant.

Jan:IguesssobutI'mgladisawthis

waitse,kanaioncebeatthisothergirl

mogobothokoaftercheatingonme...

(theylaughed)kasebetsasesalase

thomolapelo.IdoubtI'lleverbeata



womanafterwhatpapadid,imagine

havingafightwithsomeoneandthey

layunconsciousformonthswhilethe

wholeworldisjudgingyou.

Zane:Yeahmanit'sbadandpapa

enetookittoofar,itwasextreme..

Theywaitedbythebenchesasa

prisonstuffwalkedovertothem...

Guard:YoucannotseeKenna,he

wasstabbedbyanotherinmateand

takentothehospital.

Zane:What?



Jan:Why?

Guard:Wedon'tknowyetandwe

don'tevenknowwhichprisonerdidit.

Theinvestigationsarestill

ongoing...therearegangsinprisonso

itcouldbeanyoneandit'sgoingtobe

hardtotraceit.

Zane:Canweseehimalekospatela?

Guard:Youcan'tseehimbecausehe

isunderescortandgettingmedical

assistance,I'dadviseyoutocome

againinseveraldays.

Zane:Washebad?

Guard:(sighed)GentlemenIalready

gaveyoutoomuchinformation-he



lookedbad.Iguesstheystabbeda

veinorwhateverbecausehewas

losingtoomuchblood.

Jan:Thankyou...

Minuteslatertheywalkedoutthe

securitygateputtingtheirphones

andwalletsbackinthepockets...

Zane:Whatifhedies?Hewaslong

grantedbailandistoppedyoufrom

payingit...

Jan:Zaneyou'renotgoingtoblame

yourselfforthis!Wedidthis

intentionallyandwewerenotwrong,



it'sunfortunatethathegotstabbed

butit'snotourfault.Let'sgotothe

hospitalandseeifheisstillthere,do

prisonersgetadmittedinthehospital

ortheyaretakenbacktoprisonafter

seeingthedoctor?

Zane:Idon'tknowbutIdoubtthey'd

beadmittedwithotherpatients,there

mustbeasickroomorwhateverso

wemusthurryupandcatchthem

whilethey'restilltheremaybethey're

bribableandwecanseehimbefore

theytransporthimbacktoprison,

howmuchdoyouhave?

Jan:Wearegoodiftheydon'tmind

ewallet.



Zane:Let'shurryup...

Theyjumpedinthecaranddrove

off....

AtAatile'sHouse...

SediandVivwatchedTVwhileAatile

tookabaththenhisphonevibrated

ontheTVstand.Shereachedforit

andleanedbackonthecouch

draggingdownthenotificationbaron

hisscreentoreadhismessage..



Katlo:HeyDad,don'tforgetthe

chargerwhenyoubringthetoiletries.

Shecheckedthecalllongandfound

Lolo'scallthensheslippedherfeetin

thesleepershoesandwalkedtothe

bathroomwhereAatilewascarefully

shavingandwhistlingexcitedly.

Lookingathiminthatmoodannoyed

herandthewhistlingwhilehesexily

keptbitinghislipslookingatthe

mirrorfeelinghimselfmadeitworse...

Sedi:SotoiletrywasforKatlonotKen?



Aatilepausedlookingatherand

snatchedthephoneglancingathis

message..

Aatile:Youneedtostopreadingmy

messageskanaketseyepassword?

Sedi:Youhaven'tansweredme

Aatile:Thosekidsareallmine,i

raisedthemfromaveryyoungage

that'swhytheycallme

daddy.Marryingyoudoesn'tchange

mystatusasafathertothemsoyou

bettergetusedtothemaskingme

forthings.



Sedi:Wecan'taffordtosupportall

thosechildrenandwhycan'tyou

discusswithmeproperlyinsteadof

lying?

Aatile:Itoldyouthetruthandyou

saidyoudon'twantmesupporting

thembecausethey'renotmine

biologically.Idon'tunderstandhow

it'sokayformetobuyKentoiletry

andnotmyson,sagagokegontirela

makgakgahela-KatlomightbeLolo's

nephewbutiraisedhimasmyson.

Sedi:HowwouldyoufeelifIwasstill

doinglaundryyangwanawamyex

justbecausesheusedtocallme

mama?Thinkformetoo,babeyou



andheraredone,you'redivorcedso

alltheothersthingshavetostop

bathong.Howamisupposedto

enjoymymarriagewhenyou're

mentallystillmarriedtoher,areyou

evenawarethatopalelwakegobitsa

Lolooremyexwife?

Aatile:Sowhatareyousuggesting?I

shouldjustdumbmychildren?Ican't

dothat,dealwithit

Sedi:Inotherwordsyou'llstillspoil

yourexwife'sfamily

members/relativesandasthecurrent

wifeishouldjustwatch?

Aatile:Yeah,whatelsecanyoudo



becauseyoudon'twanttohelpme

supportthem?GapeakereI'mnot

usingyoursalary,Iusemymoney

andicanaffordtotakecareofallof

mychildrenequally.

Sedi:Wearemarrieditsourmoney,

weshareeverything

Aatile:Exactly,thereisnoioryouit's

oursoKatlo,Setsana,Calvin,Kgotso,

Setso,Mighty,Ranaan,Junior,Maya,

BabyandMofenyiareyourchildren

you'reamotherof1112kaVivian....

youhave2grandchildrenandone

moreontheway.Doyouhavea

problemwiththat?



Sedi:I'mtooyoungforthisamountof

baggage..

Aatile:Somychildrenareabaggage

now?Mxmwhatamidoingarguing

withsomeoneyourage...Iguess

that'swhatigetformarrying

someoneoldenoughtobemy

daughter.Kooreyaanonggakehetsa

gobualeboMayakebuelewena

gapekegorutehowthingsaredone

intherealworld.

Sedi:Excuseme?

Aatile:(raisedhisvoiceirritated)

Growthefuckup!Youknewihad

thosechildrenbeforeimarriedyou



andnothingisgoingtochange,I'm

notgoingtoabandonmychildrenfor

youifyouthinkI'mthatkind,it's

eitheryouacceptmewithmyteamor

leave.Ialreadysacrificedmy

daughtersforyounowIhavetolive

withthatguilttherestofmylifeand

knowinghowmuchitraumatisedmy

wifekaabortionelejusttoimpress

yourlittlemind...

Sedi:Isthatwhyyoucalleachother

everyday?

Aatile:(angrilypunchedthedoor)We

havechildren!



Sediflinchedliftinghershoulderas

heleanedoverangrilylookingather.

Aatile:Howelsearewesupposedto

parentwithoutcallingeachother

whenwedon'tstaytogether?Ska

batagontenaSedi!(grabbedatowel)

Iexpectanapologyfromyoufor

callingmychildrenbaggage.

Hebumpedonherashewalkedout

hangingatoweloverhisshoulder...

Onceinthebedroomheapplied

lotionandslidonhisjeansasSedi



walkedinandsatonthebedlooking

athim...

Sedi:I'msorryforbeingrudeabout

thechildren,Iguessireallyneedto

controlmyemotionsandthinklikea

wife,yourchildrenaremineandi

mustacceptyouasyou'rewithout

makingyouchoosebetweenmeand

yourchildrenbecauseyou'relikelyto

choosethemsinceyou'remoreused

tothemthanme.

Hesprayedhimselfwithaperfume

andleanedoverkissingher...



Aatile:Iforgiveyou....

Heturnedaroundandcontinued

puttingonhisclothes...

Aatile:(brushinghishairlookingat

himselfonthemirror)Andyouneed

tostopcomplainingaboutmetalking

toLolobecauseaslongaswehave

childrenwewillalwaystalk.I'dsay

untiltheyoungestis18butthennow

wediscussissuesofmarriagegone

jaanaCalvinwantstomarry.Andrew

leenewantstomarryBabymeaning



Loloandihavetositandtalkabout

alltheseissues.Ifyouwanttojoinus

you'rewelcomebutdon'tever

complainaboutmetalkingtoLolo.

Wearelinkedforlife.

Sedi:(tearfully)Iunderstand...

Hekissedherandgrabbedthecar

keyswalkingout...

Aatile:KeisadilotsagaKatloand

thenLoloandiaregoingtotalk.I

don'tknowhowlongitwilltake,ke

tsayaViv

Sedi:Okay...



Hewalkedpasthisdaughterand

liftedherupwalkingoutwithheras

theybothlaughedandslammedthe

door.

Sediwatchedhimdriveoffandubbed

hertearsdialinghermother...

Her:Hello?

Sedi:(tearfully)Aatilehaschanged,2

monthshelarelemolenyalong.O

bogaleandhedoesn'tlistentome

kooreit'sallabouthimselfandhis

needs.Heisouttohisexwife's



housegatwegobuiwakamanyaloa

bana.Waitsennakebelaelaketilego

sitwakelenyalogoneha

Her:So?IfAatileisdoinghisduties

asahusbandthenstayoutofhisway

anddoyourwifelyduties.Awife

stayshomeanddoesn'tcounthow

manyhoursherhusbandspends

outsideorwithwhom.Aftertheway

wesufferedhereithoughtyou'd

respectthisman,whyareyou

questioninghim?Stopacting

insecurebecauseyou'llborehim,

acceptthosechildrenandstop

hurtingyourself.

Sedi:(tearfully)MamaItoldhimI



wantalastbornandhesaidhehas

enoughchildreneneolapilekego

bayamatsetsi.Aatileisbeingtoo

strictonmehelamoesenggone.

Her:Givehimtime,hewillcome

around.You'rethewife

Sedi:(sighed)Okay...

Shehungupandwalkedoutside.....

AtLolo'sHouse...

Lololeanedoverthemirrorandfixed

herscarftyingitaroundherlong



weavethenshesteppedoutasthe

guysmovedsomeofthefurnitureout

ofherbedroomandoffloadedabed

fromthecar.

Theyputthebedsnexttoone

anotherandwalkedoutdustingtheir

handsasBabyapproachedher

mother...

Baby:Soshestillcan'twalk?

Lolo:Yes,itwilltaketimeforherto

regaineverything.Sheevenhasbed

soresbutI'llbetheonlybathingher

here,don'tworry



Baby:Atleastshecantalkand

rememberafewthings.Howfaris

she?

Lolo:Apparentlyshehadbeenlong

transferredbackherebeforethey

knewshe'dwakeupsosheshouldbe

herebeforenight.Whenispoketo

hershesaidthey'recoming.Sheis

with3otherpatients.

Lolo:Okay

FaithranoverholdingLolo'shand

hoppingupanddownexcitedly...

Faith:IsDaddycomingtoo?They



weretogetherwhentheyhadan

accidentright?Soheisfinetoo?

LolopickedHazelandwalkedahead

tryingtothinkofabetteranswer...

Lolo:I'llaskherlaterbutremember

wearenotsupposedtoaskhertoo

manyquestionsbecauseshewill

forgeteverythingsowehavehold

backotherquestions

Faith:Okay,iguesswecanaskabout

Daddyadaylater

Lolo:Yes,that'sanexcellentidea...



Aatilesteppedoutofthecarand

gaveKatlohisthingsthenthey

chattedforafewminutesbeforehe

metLolohalfwayandpickingHazel

fromher...

Aatile:HiHazel,howareyou?

Hazel:Fine

Aatile:mommyiscominghome,are

youexcited?

Hazel:(giggled)yeah

Aatile:(laughedandhandedherto

Baby)HazelkeDidihela



Lolo:(laughed)Kenokatsamaaa

ipokathatakanaDidigaayomogo

ZaneleFaith...

Aatile:Canwetalk?Carlwasjust

askingmehowfarweare

Lolo:(laughed)Ijaabealeexcited

Aatile:(laughed)canwegotalkata

restaurantorsomething?It'snoisy

herebanabaathodia

Lolo:No,it'sfine..Wecanjustask

theyoungonestoplayoutsideakere

Aatile:Aretsenemokoloing,itwillbe

muchbetterthere?



Shelookedatthecarandlookedin

hiseyesthenshesighed...

Lolo:Let'ssitoverthere

Aatile:(laughed)Areyouavoidingme?

Lolo:I'mnot,(pushedhim)hetareye...

Helaughedandwalkedbehindthe

housewhereoneofthechildren

broughtthemchairsandtheysat

downtalking.Anotherwalkedout

withatrayoffoodandgavethem,

theyatethedeliciousfoodwhile

talkingandlaughing.....



Atthehospital....

LateronZaneandJanparkednextto

theprisonerscarparkinginthe

emergencyparkingspace,therewas

onejailguardsittinginthefrontseat

listeningtotheradiowiththedoor

open...

ZaneandJanclosedtheircardoors

andapproachedhimwithsmiles....

Jan:Heyman,howareyou?



Him:I'mgood..

ZanetookoutabundleofP200notes

andwethisthumbcountingthemlike

theywerecardsthenhefoldedthe

notesandhandedtheguard.He

lookedatthebundleofmoneyand

lookedatthemconfused...

Him:What'sthis?

Jan:Weneedtoseethepatientyou

broughthere,heisourfatherandyou

canbepresentwhilewearetalkingto

him.

Him:Idon'ttakebribery



Zane:Okay..(stretchedhisarm)Tisa,

letmegotakemychanceswiththe

onesescortinghiminside.Maybe

theyhavechildrentofeedor

girlfriendstospoil

Him:(putthemoneyinthepocket)

Emapele,whyareyouguyssoquick?

Akeresantserebuisananemalaitaka?

SodoIsharethiswiththem?Ba

direlengcutyaboneandI'llconvince

them

Jan:Thenweseehimlongerandor

oneachcheckwemeethimgaa

tisiwaspatela,zakagasemetsi

brazenthosenotesarealot



Him:Noproblembutitwilldependon

whoisonduty

Zane:Cool..

Theothertwojailguardssteppedout

ofthehospitalalonewhiletheother

washoldingsomekindofdocuments

whichhefoldedasthedriverlooked

atthemdisappointedly...

Driver:Shit..

Zane:(heartpounding)What?

Jan:What?

Driver:Thosepapersmightbe



holdingbadnews...
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Atthehospital....

Theyalldesperatelystaredatthejail

guardsapproachingintheirbrown

tuckedinuniformandboots...

Him:OkaePastor?

Guard:Heisstillinthere,wemightbe

hereforawhile.

Him:(toJanandZane)Canyou

excuseus?

Jan:Sure



ZaneandJansteppedbackasthejail

guardsgotinthecarandclosedthe

doors...

Him:Bashianyanabakebanaba

Pastorandthey'reaskingforafavour

-theywanttoseehimabobarejesa

cut

Guard:Cutyabokae?Thatcarisvery

expensivetheybettermakeitworth

Guard2:Didyoudicusstheprice?

Him:Iwasn'tgoingtoagreekese

suregoreletaareng

Guard:Babitsereutwegoreba

reng...



Oneofthemsignaledthem,Jan

steppedoutpullingherjeansupand

rubbedhernosebeforeslammingthe

doorwalkingtowardsthemasZane

followedher.Sheleanedinsidethe

carandfistbumpedwiththeguards...

Guard2:Larengmalaiteaka?Buwang

reutwe

Jan:(laughed)Obataevidenceele

gore?Akeredaemanogotip'ile

Guard:Tisangrebone,rethwaagale

thebanna



Zanehandedhisbig"brother"the

bundlethenJancounteditasthe

guardssmiled,hehandeditoverthen

hedistributeditthreewayand

jumpedout.JanandZaneglancedat

thefirstguardandlookedatone

anotherbeforefollowingtheother

guardinside....

Guard2:This

Jan:Sure

Zane:Youwon'ttimeusakere?

Guard2:Nah,assoonasthedoctoris

doneyoucanseehim.

Zane:Alright...



Hewalkedtheminsideandwaited

outsidetheroomwhereKenwas

beingoperetedon..

Guard2:I'llcheckonyouinafew

minutes

Jan:Sure...

ZaneandJanwatchedhimwalking

awayandbothlaughedboyishly

coveringtheirmouthsandbumped

fists..



Zane:(laughed)Lejilekatelelebanna

Jan:(laughed)SeriouslyIdon'tknow

ifhecheatedusorhiscolleagues,

thatniggaissavage...

Zane:Anneaphaphaletseasifhe

didn'tgetanything,didhejustknock

usorheknockedthoseguys?

Theyshookhandschattingaboutit....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LateronLolowalkedAatiletothecar

astheolderguysdroveoutwith



Calvin,Aatilegotinthedriver'sside

andstartedthecarasLologlancedat

herphoneandsmiledbeforeputting

itaway...

Aatile:What?

Lolo:Nothing,justsomeclown

Aatile:Isitamaleclownorfemale

clown?

Lolo:Doesitmakeadifference?A

clownisaclown

Aatile:KeeneBrandon?

Lolo:Skarialootantenabecauseo

dirilegoreBrandonanturneroffafter



callinghimmatheagaDidi,thenext

timeIlookedathimthat'sallIsaw.

Lejealousmogomasweleitsego

borisabathodicrushtsabone.

Aatile:(laughed)Really?Itfeelsso

goodgosenyeletsamonnayo

mongwethebanna.Myegojustwent

uppheeee(theylaughed)Didhebeg

you?

Lolo:Hedidbutthenheunderstood,

heknewtherewasapossibilityI

mightrejecthimandhetookitlikea

man.

Aatile:SoI'mtheonlymoronthat

actuallycriesforyourass?



Lolo:(smiledmockingly)Prettymuch

Aatile:It'snothingtobragabout..

Mxmkeatsamaya

Shelaughedathimashedroveout...

AtSedi'sHouse.....

Afterplayingwithmakeupwatching

YouTubetutorialsSedistumbledona

foodpanelandsalivatedlookingata

deliciouspizzabeingsliced,the

cheesestretchedupasthewhitelady

leanedoverandmunchedonit...



Her:TodayI'mteachingyouhowto

makePizzaaaaa...Yeiii...

Sediwatchedthevideoforawhile

thenclickedonanotherrecipe,she

tiedherrobeandwalkedtothe

kitchenwithherlaptopandputiton

thecounter.

Shefrownedandtookouteverything

listedontheingredientsthenshe

startedfollowingtherecipe....



Shetookouttheplateandalso

servedaccordingtothetutorialthen

shesmiledproudlystickingher

tongueoutasshetookapicture...

Sedi:Tsenawenamogal!

HehehehehechoswenaMsedis...

Shesenthertwinsisterthepictures...

Sedi:ChefSedi

Lame: Stopstealingfoodfrom

theInternet,youcookdogpoop

Sedi:Themmakennagone



Lame:Lesamaaka

Sedi:(sentmorepictures)Stilldon't

believeme?

Lame:Hee!Aatilepaidforcooking

lessonsdidn'the?Iknewhewouldn't

pretendforlong

Sedi: Lametsekmaan,itaught

myself.Iwasplayingwithmakeup

tryingtoforgetthatAatileisfucking

hisexwifethenboomIsawpanelya

cooking.

Lame:You'reafastlearner wait!

Aatileischeating?I'mgoingtogive

himapeaceofmymind.Nxla

Sedi:Don't,ithinkirushedsomaybe



heneedstimetodisconnect.The

elderssaidmarriageisnotajokeand

ikindofknewhehassomethingfor

her.Heneedstimebecausehedidn't

reallyhavetimebetweenthedivorce

andourwedding

Lame:That'strue

Sedi:Butnowwehaveissueyabana

Lame:Aboutthat,Sediletmegive

youatiponhowtotakeanother

woman'smanandactuallykeephim

moelenggorehewillloveyoumore.

Wellscratchthatbecauseyoudidn't

snatchhim,hecametoyousothat's

abigadvantage.Movingon,thetrick



istolookattheexandspotthe

thingshedidn'tlikeabouther

especiallywhatbroketheir

relationship.Akereheusedto

complainmogowenagoreLolowaa

reng?Yepunderstandwhatyourman

likesanddoesn'tlike.Inyourcase

Aatilelovesbabiesandheloves

unconditionalsoimpresshimtherea

filehgoreyoubothhavealotin

commonandbelongtogether.Lolo

loveschildrenandthatmakesthem

connecteachtimetheymeetsobe

thatne?Thenlookatyourselfand

askyourselfifyouaredoing

everythingrightanddoalltheright



thingswithoutexpectinganythingin

returnforagoodperiodoftime.Men

aresofoolish,dothatandyou're

donewithAatile.Stopcomplainingka

banaotaikobelamothokanao

mmoragapethey'reoldsotheywon't

crowdyourhouse.Ifyoucomplainhe

willventtoherandyouknowwhat

theysayaboutashouldertocryon.

IbileAatileoeasybecausealreadyba

kilebedivorcerandremarrysoplay

yourcardsrighttwinstarnnathe

mmamymarriageisgoingtosurvive.

Ididn'tsnatchhimfromanyonebut

nooneisgoingtosnatchhimfrom

mebecauseIstudiedhimandhisexs



legorenneabathalelaengbothe.

Sedi:Wabuammewaitse?Kana

sinceitoldhimnottogiveKatlo

moneyguyntseeboregagore.

Thanks,you'reright...

Lame: I'vealwaysbeentheclever

oneyou'rejustbooksmart

Sedi:

Lame:I'mdischargingsomething

funnyisitLabour?

Sedi:Whatkindofdischarge?

Lame:Likemucus

Sedi:Yeahitmeansyou'llbeinlabour

withinafewdaysorhours,you'llfeel



thepressureastimepasses.Howis

daddydoing?

Lame:Heisfreakingout

Sedi:, Happyforyouguys

Lame:Thanks..

Sheputthephonedownandcleaned

upthecounterasAatilewalkedin,he

drewinsomeairacoupleoftimes

frowning,thatdeliciousaroma

couldn'thavebeenfromtheirkitchen

never,hewalkedacrosstheroom

andstoppedlookingatSedi.



Sedi:(smiled)Hi

Hedidn'trespondanditwasn'teven

intentional,hejustcouldn'twaitto

seewhatshecookedasheliftedthe

coverandraisedhiseyebrowstotally

surprised.Hepickedapieceand

leanedoverchewingthenhelooked

atherandcontinuedchewing...

Aatile:Youcooked?

Sedi:Yes,howisit?

Aatile:You'relying,whocooked?Did

yourtwincomehere?



Sedi:(Pointedatthelaptop)Icooked

Heglancedatthelaptopandsmiled

huggingherthenhekissedherneck

andeventuallyherlips...

Aatile:it'sverynice,ifyoucandothis

onyourfirstassignmentican't

imaginewhatI'llbeeatingnextweek

Sedi:Thanks,whereisViv?(hiseyes

gorged)Youforgother?Kootengnne

golemonatetotagolebaLolomo

mathongmoolebalangngwana

Aatile:(laughed)I'mnotgoingtolet

youspoilmyappetite



Sedi:(laughed)Let'seat,wewill

collectherlatertogether...

Aatile:(pickedtheplateanddugin)

Kanammekejelekwawaitse?Just

thatthisisgood

Sedi:Let'sgoeat...

Theysatonthecouchandate.....

AtLetsholathebehospital...

HourslaterJanandZanewalkedin

asKenlaidonthebed,hisfootwas

stillcuffedtothebedbarandhewas



shirtlesswithabandagearoundhis

waist..

ZaneandJansadlylookedathis

cathetersandhelookedawayalittle

embarrassedthentheypretended

theydidn'tseethatandeachsaton

thesideofhisbedlookingathim...

Zane:Howareyoufeeling?

Ken:I'mgood

Jan:Wehadtobribetheguardsto

seeyou,whathappened?

Ken:Ithappenedtoofast,ididn'tsee



whodiditbutihaveseveralpeople

hatingmeinthere.Idefended219

yearolds.Someguyswereharassing

themandtryingtoturnthemgay.

Theselittleguysarealwaysfollowing

mearoundsosomegangsarenot

happyaboutthat.

Zane:Itmustbetoughinthere

Ken:It'shardforteenagersandguys

intheirearly20's.Ididn'twanttoget

involvedbutthoseboysarehelpless,

oneofthemlookslikeyou...(laughed

andgrinnedfeelingpain)Hecalls

himselfZaneeversinceitoldhimi

haveasoncalledZaneandhelooks

likehim.Hecallsmepapaandit



angersthegangs

Jan:(laughed)Theyprobablythink

you'rehittingthat

Zane:(laughedandimitatedagay

voice)Aowdaddy!

Ken:(laughed)Theyallthinklikethat

buttheprisonchurchcrewknow

thereisnothingthere.Itfeelsso

awkwardtotalkaboutthesethings

withyouguys.Howareyourlittle

sisters?

Jan:They'regood,auntieisexcellent

Ken:Sheloveskidsthatonel,I'm

surethey'redoinggoodandyour

mom?



Zanetookouthisphoneandplayeda

voicenotefromDidi...

Didi:(slurredspeech)HiZane,I

shouldbeinLetsholathebeshortly.

Weare2hoursaway.Ican'twaitto

seeyouandyoursisters.Iloveyou

Ken'seyesgleamedwithtearsashe

heavedahugesigh...

Ken:ThankyouJesus...(toZane)

Takecareofher



Zane:Iwill,Idon'tknowwhenshewill

bereadytoseeyouthough

Ken:Yourmotherandimightnever

getbacktogetheragain,shewon't

takemeback.Prepareyourselffor

thatandacceptitsothatyoucan

helpFaithunderstand.

Jan:I'mgoingtopayyourbailon

Mondayandfindahelpertoassist

metakecareofyou.Iguessyou'llgo

straighthomesinceAuntieisgoing

toAuntLolo'sHouse.

Ken:Thankyou

Zane:(sadlylookingathim)Papa

whyoremamagaakakeaboelanale



wena?Youguysaremarriedandaunt

Loloexplainedtomewhathappened,

bothofyouwrongedoneanother.

Ken:Iwrongedyourmother,shedid

nothingwrong.Beforeallthese

happenedshehadbeentellingme

shewasboredbutididn'twantto

thinkaboutdivorceorgivingher

somespace.Iforcedhertoloveme

becauseiwasafraidtobeapastor

whofailedhismarriage,iprayedfor

yourmothertocometochurchbut

shedidn'twantto.Shehasnever

evenheardmepreachoryouleading

thechurchwithyourvoice.She

doesn'tknowFaithcansinginfront



ofthewholechurchandmake

everyonecry.(emotionally)Iloveyour

mothersomuch,iknowitshardto

believebecauseofwhatididbutI

loveher,shedoesn'tfeelthesame

andsheneverliedaboutit.Idon't

wanttobadmouthher,shewas

honestwithme.Idecidedtopray

aboutitandhopedshewouldfeel

differently.Idon'twantyoutoget

excitedandthinkthatmaybethings

willgobacktonormalbecausethey

won't.Ifthisinjurydoesn'tleaveme

paralysedI'dliketogoandpreach

somewherejusttogetawayfrom

everythingbecauseseeingyour



motherwithanyonewoulddriveme

insane.Idon'tthinkI'lleverlove

anyoneelseexcepther.

Oneoftheguardswalkedin...

Guard:Guyswehavetogo

ZaneandJangotupandsighed

lookingattheirfather...

Ken:TakecareofyourmotherZee

Zane:I'lldothat

Ken:Andpleasedon'ttrytoconvince



herorreasonwithher,shedeserves

better.Ireallyhopethemagistrate

willmakeajudgementsoicanserve

mytimeandstartliving.

Zane:Okay...(smiled)TellZaneisaid

hi

Ken:I'lltellhim

Zane:Andpleasesurviveuntil

Monday

Ken:SeeyouMonday...Jan,howis

Agatha?

Jan:Sheisgood.

Ken:Whenareyouknockingherup?

Jan:(theyalllaughed)Assoonas



youstartwalking

Ken:(laughed)Seeyouguyson

Monday...

Theyfistbumpedwithhimand

walkedawaythankfullysmilingatthe

guardwhonoddedbackandsighed

lookingatKen...

Guard:Howareyoudoingpastor?

Ken:I'mgood...

Guard:We'reinvestigatingandwewill

findoutwhodidthis,it'sprobably

oneofthosebullieswhoarealways



beatingsmallguysakereyaanong

bashianyanabannabagosetse

morago,baatenega.

Ken:Ithoughtsotoo...

Guard:(laughed)Thoselittleguys

wereterrifiedbaretonightbamo

mathateng

Ken:Akogangistherehewillhelpher,

healsodoesn'tcondonethatandwe

havebeenhangingtogetherinthe

churcharea.

Guard:It'ssadbecausethesethings

happenwhenwecan'tseeandthese

guysarealwaysafraidtogiveout

namessoitwillalwaysgoon.



Ken:It'ssad....

Atthepastorshouse...

Anhourlaterthepastorsdaughter

walkedinwithatrayofjuiceand

cookiesonthesaucersasJanand

Zaneupdatedthepastors...

Zane:Thanks

Jan:Thanks

Daughter:You'rewelcome...

ShewalkedoutasJanandZane



glancedatherbuttandturnedback

totheoldmanandhiswife....

Pastor:Itsoundslikehewillneed

help

Wife:I'lltalktotheWomen'sministry

andseeifwecanassist

Pastor:Brandonisverylucky,I'm

goingtoforgivehimjustbecause

bothDidiandKenarerecovering.O

lakimodimooarabiledithapelotsa

gagwekapela.

Jan:Wewillcommunicatewithyou

tomorrow

Zane:Andthankyouforalways



supportingus.

Pastor:Don'tmentionit,what's

importantisthateveryoneisokay.

Jan:Thankyou...

Zane:Nnyaammegosiame,wehave

toupdateauntieLoloandI'msure

mamahasarrivedbynow

Pastor:Ofcourse,thanksfor

droppingby

Wife:Godblessyou

Theystoodupandwalkedout...

Jan:Thatgirlhasanassthebanna



Zane:(laughed)Katswaalemonate..

Theylaughedanddroveoff....

AtMaya'sHouse....

Tshepowalkedinthebedroomtaking

offhistieasMayastoodonthe

middleofthehousetearfully

shushinghersonwhowascrying

hystericallyasusual,Adelepulledher

dressholdingabowlcryingwitha

wetpinktightsaspeeflowedonthe

tile....



Maya:(crying)Ican'tdothis,ican't

dotheseanymore...

Tshepothrewhiscoatonthebedand

pickedAdelethenhewenttothe

kitchenandpreparedsomethingfor

hertoeatbeforeleavingheronthe

couchwheresheatewatching

cartons.

Hewalkedinthebedroomandgot

thebabyputtinghimonhischestand

gentlycaressedhimasMayasaton

theedgeofthebedbreakingdown.



Heremovedthebaby'sdiaperand

bathedhimwithwarmwaterthenhe

walkedaroundthehousewrapping

himwithablanketwhilehe

comfortablylaidonhisfather's

shoulderuntilhefellasleep.

Hegotbackinthehouseandputhim

inthebabycotthenheturnedhis

attentiontoher,hegotherhandand

helpedherstandthenhehuggedher

andkissedher...

Tshepo:You'redoinggood...You'rea



goodmother...(hesighedandlooked

inhereyes)Tellyouwhat....Why

don'tyouvisityourmomoryour

sisterandI'llspendanightwiththe

kids?I'lltalktomybossandgetaday

off.Takeabreakfromthehouseand

thekids

Maya:(crying)Ican'ttalktomy

mother,shehatesme.Shecalledme

whenshewasabouttolosethetwins

andiignoredher..

Tshepo:Mothersneverhatetheir

children,shemightbesadbutshe

can'thateyou...Takeabreak!Thisis

whyeverythingisstressingyouup...

(kissedherandhuggedherasshe



sighedrubbinghernose)Takeanight

off,I'lltakeitfromhere..

Maya:(smiled)Thanks

Tshepo:I'llgetthetubready

Shewenttotakeabathandhefinally

sighedtakingoffhisformalwear....

AtLolo'sHouse....

LaterthateveningCalvinandJunior

carriedDiditothebedroompassing

childreninthelivingroomasthey

stoodquietlywatching,abadsmell



followedastheylaidheronthebed

andsteppedback...

Lolo:Thanksguys,youcango...

Didicouldtellshehadabadodour

thoughtheboysactedlikethey

couldn'tsmellit,FaithandHazel

stoodatthedoorbitingtheirfingers

staringather...Shewasdifferent.

Theyhadneverseenherlikethat

beforeandHazelwasn'tsureitwas

her..

Thefrontallacewigsshealwayshad



onwereoffandthesmallpatchof

boldnessonthesideofherheadleft

themwondering.Shehadlostso

muchweight,forapetitepersonlike

herlosingweightleftherlooking

scary.

Shecouldtellherdaughter'swere

scaredtocomeoverbutseeinghow

healthytheylookedintheirbeautiful

hairstylesbroughttearstohereyes.

SheturnedandlookedatMofenyi

lyingonLolo'sbedwhileshemixed

Dettolwithwarmwaterinthebucket



andputonherglovesbeforepushing

thedoor..

Lolo:Faith?Mamawathapa

laitwa....Giveherfiveminutes,I'llcall

you...

Sheclosedandlockedthedoorthen

shesoakedthegauzepadinherlittle

mixtureandsteppedover

Lolo:Takegothapisetheseulcers

don'tsmellgood,thosenurseskoore

mothoobolahelaanalebonefrom

theretheysayiterrorisethehospital



yettheycan'tcleanapatient.

Loloturnedheroverlayingheronher

tummy,herskincrawledasshe

lookedatthedeepbedsoresonher

tailbone,hipsandbackthenshe

gentlycleanedthemoverandover...

ShepickedDidiandlaidheronthe

sheetbythefloorthenshechanged

thesmellysheetsandlaidheronthe

cleanbedding.

Minuteslatershewalkedinwithyet

anotherbucketandcleanedherup,



putroll-ononherandlotionthen

borrowedhercleanclothesthatdidn't

smelllikethehospital...

Mofenyistartedcryingonthebedas

Lolocombedherhairandtieditinto

apony...

Lolo:(shouted)Setso!?Taotsee

monnayoowanthodiakakodu

Setsowalkedinandclosedthedoor

thenshepickedhim..



Setso:BoZanebatsilelepapaotile

gotsayaBashalenowhewantsto

seeauntie

Lolo:Tellthemtowait...Andwhen

theygetintheyshouldaskhertoo

manyquestions,thedoctorsaysshe

won'tremembereverythingatoncele

nnagongweontebetsegapehao

bonaadidimetsejaanabutidon't

wanttostartleher.Gatwememory

otantseoboaorsomethingkana

gatwengdilotsadingaka

Setso:Ok

ShewalkedoutthenLoloquickly



combedoneofherwigsandputiton

herheadasitfittedperfectly.She

grabbedherhandbagandrana

simplefacebeatthensheopenedthe

windowsandsprayedherclothes

withcolognebeforebringinga

toothbrushandbucket...

Lolo:Didi?Thapamenommatogao

idibatsabanahaorewabuaabogore

phuu

Didi:(laughedandleanedoverweakly

brushingasLoloheldthebucket)

Thanks

Lolo:Howmuchdoyouremember?



Didi:Notalot

Lolo:Uhdon'tworryaboutitibileit's

bestyoudon'tremember,ifyoucan

rememberHazel,FaithandZanele

Kentabeoleshapo

LolosteppedoutasDidiswallowed

tearfully,Minuteslatershewalkedin

carryingHazelasAatilecarried

Mofenyithenherwholeteamfilled

thenicesmellinghouseandstood

smilingather,theyallmadespace

forZaneasheslowlywalkedover

withhisarmaroundFaith...



AatileandLololookedatoneanother

andsmiledemotionallyasZane

leanedoverandhuggedherthenLolo

handedHazelover.

Didihuggedherkidsastearsofjoy

rolledthenLolosmiledtouchedand

putherhandoverhermouth...

LookingathershenoticedLolo

wasn'twearingherweddingring

thoughAatilewaswearingone,Lolo's

childrensmiledatherhappyfortheir

reunionandallshecouldthinkabout

washerconversationwithAatile,the



dayshegossipedtoMogapi'swife

andthedosesofAngeldustthattook

awayMofenyi'sdearsisters...

Sheletgoofherchildrenandputa

pillowoverherfacecrying...

Lolo:Okayguys,let'sgomommyis

notfeelingwell...Zanebatseepele...

Aatiletookeveryoneoutandclosed

thedoorasLoloconfusedlywalked

backandheldherhandslookingin

hereyes...



Lolo:Whathappened?Areyouokay?

Shedroppedthepillowandputher

armsaroundLolohuggingherasshe

criedholdinghertightly...

Didi:I'msorry.....Forgivemefor

destroyingyourfamilyandmaking

youloseyourjob.Allthesechildren

nowhavetowitnessaseparated

familyyetthey'reusedtoseeingyou

andAatiletogether,whatwillMofenyi

thinkofmewhenhefindsoutthati

drovehisparentsapartandmade



theirfatherresentyou...Whatifthey

diedbecauseofAngelDust?Whatif

itaffectsMofenyi?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtLolo'sHouse...

Lolo:Stopwithapologies,ifyouknew

howmuchwe'vealwayshurteach

otheryouwouldn'tbesayingallthese.

Didi:Ijustneverthoughtyou'ddothis

forme.

Lolo:(smiledatherandcurvedher

lips)Babesyouandmearea

powerfulforceandwehavesurvived

theworstoflife.Wemademistakes

andwedestroyedpeople'slives...

(laughed)Wewereheartbreakers,i

doubtotherwomencheatbutronare



chitile,gonegalelwathatantsere

rwelediring.(theylaughed)weare

notthetypicalcrywomenandyou're

theonlypersonicanrelatewith

becauseyou'renotperfectanddon't

pretendtobe.

Didi:You'veautomaticallycancelled

outyourmistakesandnowI'mhere

wonderingwhatishoulddo,please

slipintoacoma

Lolo:Idon'thavetoslipintoacoma,i

justhavetotakeavacationandleave

youwithmykids.Wouldyoumind?

Didi:(smiledthoughtfully)Isthere

anythingelseotherthanthat(they



bothlaughed)Aennyaammaeseng

primaryschoolele.

Lolo:(laughed)primaryschoolethe

mmaemonate,ilovehavingthem

around.

AatileknockedonthedoorthenLolo

respondedandhesteppedin...

Didi:CanitalktoAatilealone?

Lolo:Sure

Lolosteppedoutoftheroomand

closedthedoorthenAatilesatatthe



cornerofbedlookingather...

Aatile:(laughed)Idon'tthinkyou'll

everdiewaitse(theybothlaughed)

I'venevermetsomeonesofortunate

inlife,ifiwasyouI'dbeabornagain

ChristianGodlovesyoumorethen

others

Didi:(laughed)Stopit...Ijustwanted

totellyouthatidruggedLolowitha

drugcalledPCPakaAngeldust.It

waseatingmeinsidetoseeyouguys

finallygettingalong,hergetting

promoted,youguysbuyingcars,your

kidsdoingsogoodatschool.Igot



jealousandfeltshehadn'tpaidfor

whatshedidtome,whichwascrazy

becausekanarebuakadilotsabo20

yearsago...Ihadalottobegrateful

for.Kenwasapastorandaloving

husband,Zanewasaresponsible

youngmanandmybusinesswas

doinggood.Thingswerefallinginto

placeandjealousyhelayagoreLolo

washappytoo...I'msorryformaking

heractcrazytotheextentofher

chasingyouoffeventhattalkabout

findingsomeonewhoappreciates

youtotaiwasjustsayingbecausei

knewshehurtyou.

Aatile:Iwonderwhyshedidn'treport



you,sowhatwasyourplan?Tohave

herkilleveryone?Sheabusedthe

childrenandyoudidn'tstop?

Didi:I'msorry

Aatile:Sowhydidn'tyoureport

yourselfsoshecouldatleasthave

herjobback?

Didi:I'msorry

Aatile:(angrily)Forgetmeiwas

stupidenoughtofallforit,sheismy

wifeishouldhavepickedsomething

waswrongbecauseLolowouldnever

mistreatachild.Icheatedonherand

hadchildrenwithotherwomenwhile

shewasmywifebutshebroughtmy



childrenhome.MightyandVivare

welcomeandtheyevenloveherlike

sheistheirmotherevenMayathe

mostannoyingchildisher

favourite...Ishouldhaveknown

somethingwaswrong.Idestroyed

myfamilyandlostagoodwoman,a

womanwhocanlookbackandadmit

herwrongs,correctherselfandput

othersbeforeherhappiness.It'smy

faultfornotseeingwhatanew

womansheis....Butherjob?Didinte

doyouknowthatshewasgetting

promoted?shewasembarrassedin

frontofhercolleaguesandyoukept

quiettheentiretime?(stoodup



lookingatherdisgusted)Sowhyare

youusinghernow?Tellmewhatare

wesupposedtodo?Forgetthatshe

waseverabossandusedhermoney

tobringsmilestothechildrenfilling

thishouse?(shookhishead)You're

themostwickedwomanihaveever

met.Howcanyouletherpamperyou

afterdoingthattoher?Howdoyou

feelsleepinginherhousegettingTLC,

areyouproudofyourself?Loloke

sesonyanasagago?Youdestroyher

familyandmakeherloseherjobso

shecanspendherlastyearstaking

careofyou?IsitaboutGiovanni?No

it'snotbecauseyoudidn'twant



Giovanniinthefirstplace.Iknowyou

wantedtoabortGiovannisoyoucan't

actlikeyouwereoverthemoon

becauseyoudidn'tevenwanttotell

mehewasmine.Youenjoybeinga

victimisn'tit?Loloabortedmybaby

100yearsagosoletmeabuseall9

children.Ourchildrensufferedduring

thattimeandyouwerejustlaughing

atusenjoyingyourself.

Didi:I'mverysorry,iunderstandthat-

Aatile:No...(tearsfilledhiseyes)You

don'tunderstand....Youdon't,you

changedmylife....Ilookedatherand

thoughtshewillneverchange.When

wegotmarriedthesecondtimei



vowedtowalkawayifshehurtmeor

disrespectedandyoudruggingher

didexactlythat.Shedidnothing

wrong8wasangryather...I'vehurt

hersobad.Ican'timaginewhatit

waslikeforhertoknowsheisnot

whatI'maccusinghertobe.Didiyou

mademegoforasecondchoiceand

nowIcan'tgoback.Shewon'ttake

mebackandI'lllooklikethedumbest

humanbeingonearthforrunning

aroundincircleslikeaheadless

chicken.Ontirisitsediphosoandi

hopeyou'llbehappyandproudof

yourselfwhileI'msittingtherewith

Sediknowingidivorcedmywifefor



nothing.Beproud,welldone....

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout

thenheturnedback...

Aatile:Iwishyounevertoldmethis,i

hadconvincedmyselfthatididgood

walkingoutofmymarriagebutnowi

don'tknow.Ialsodon'twanttouse

andhurtSedilikethatit'sunfair,o

nthubetselelwapaandihopeoneI'll

forgive.Rightnowihateyouand

evenformakingLolotakecareofyou

aftereverythingyoudidtoher.



Heclosedthedoorandwalked

away....

AtAatile'scar...

AatilesteppedoutandsawLolo

standingbythecartalkingtoSedi

thentheyhuggedbriefly,Sedigot

backinthecarandLololaughed

closingthedoorforher....

Sedi:Ireallyfeelbad,kanaVivcan

missyourhousebutidoubtRanaan

otanyoneherecanjustsayletme

visitViv



Lolo:Thesethingshappenandwe

hadalothappeningthepastcouple

ofmonths.

Aatilegotinthecarandclosedthe

door...

Sedi:Oksowhattimeshouldidrop

heroff?

Lolo:10

Sedi:Bye

Aatile:Goodnight

Lolo:Goodnight,Vivgoodnight

Viv:Goodnight..



Aatilerolledthewindowsanddrove

outfrustratedlyrubbinghiseyes...

Sedi:Areyouok?

Aatile:Yeah,whatwasthatallabout?

Sedi:Ohthat?Iwasapologisingfor

notcooperatinglikeweusedbefore

youandigotbacktogether.We

agreedonhowtogoaboutbeingfair

toallthechildren.

Aatile:Isee...

Hethoughtfullyjoinedthemainroad



andsighedfrustratedly....

AtLolo'sHouse....

MeanwhileLoloclosedthegateas

Tshepo'slightsbrightenedher,they

quicklydeemedandsheopenedthe

gate...

Maya:(stuckherheadout)Sorry!

Lolo:Comonin,keatswalathereare

donkeysinthisarea...

ShedroveinthenLoloclosedthe



gateandwalkedtothecarbuttoher

surpriseMayawasaloneasshe

lockeditandwaitedforher..

Lolo:Youlostthebabyfat...Ilikethe

wayyoulook

Maya:Uhmamammannakebonake

bopama

Lolo:Thingshavechangednowadays,

beingfatisn'tasignofgoodliving

andhappiness,it'sunhealthy.Your

bodyisfinebecauseyorenotfator

skinny.

Maya:Thankyou...Canwestand

hereandtalk?



Lolo:(putherarmaroundher

shoulderanddraggedherforward)

I'vehadenoughapologiesforthe

night,yeah-yeahyou'resorryfornot

drivingmetothehospitalandall

thosesobstories,iforgiveyou

Maya:(sighedinreliefandputher

armaroundLolo'swaist)ThankGod,

ketakeleemotional.Iwouldhave

criedwhileapologising.

Theydustedtheirfeetandwalkedin...

Lolo:(laughed)Theprodigaldaughter

ishome



Maya:(shylylaughed)Uhmama

Theyalllaughedandclappedthen

herphonerang,shesmiledand

pickedwalkingtothebedroom..

Lolo:(lowvoice)Hello?......Rra?......

Um....ItalianorMexican....Okay....

UmGoneGirlwilldo....(laughed)Yes-

noihaven'tseenitionlysawthe

preview...(laughed)Alrightbye...

ShehungupandgotreadyasDidi

quietlylookedather...



Lolo:(laughed)It'sLolo,doyoustill

rememberme?

Didi:(laughed)Mxmkooreyoogo

reilengarekesepokokemang?

Lolo:(laughed)Idon'tunderstand

thisbrainshakingthing....I'mgoing

outfor2hours,I'mjustgoingto

watchamoviewithafriend.I'llbe

backbeforeyousleep...

Didi:Okay...

Shefixedherselftoperfectionand

tookoutlonghighheelsandslidher

smoothfeetinsideasDidiobserved



herthenshegrabbedherphoneand

sprayedperfumeonherself...

Lolo:Coming...

Didi:Carkeys

Lolo:Heispickingme,Shap

Adieselenginestoppedatthegate

anddeemedthelightsthenshe

steppedoutofthehouseand

approachedthegate.Thegentleman

steppedoutandwaitedforher

leaningagainstthebumperasshe

catwalkedstraightintohisarms,he

closedherinsidehisarmsandleaned



overwhisperinginherear...

Him:Haveitoldyouhowbeautiful

you're?

Lolo:(giggled)onlya100times

Him:(laughedandthrewherthekeys)

You'redriving

Lolo:(caughtthem)Itoldyouican't

drivethiscar

Him:Mmekanaketilegogoisa

Khawa

Lolo:Aebathong...

Theybothjumpedinthecarashe



smiledwatchingherreverseandjoin

theroad...

Lolo:(laughedproudly)Uuuuu

hehehehe

Him:(laughedandtookout

something)Bona...

Sheturnedherheadandquickly

steppedonthebreakswithahuge

smile...

Don'tforgettoLike,goodnight

*



*

*

*

*
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AtLolo'sHouse....



LaterthateveningMayawalkedin

thebedroomcarryingMofenyiwho

wasasleep...

Maya:Goodnightguys

All:(fromtheirrooms)Night...

Shelaidhimonthebedandglanced

atDidiwhowasasleepwithherarms

aroundHazelthenshewalkedover

andpickedherupwakingDidi...

Maya:(softly)Letmegether,she



mightdisturbyouatnight..

Didi:(yawning)Ok...IsLolostillout?

Maya:Yesbutshecalledminutes

agoaskingmetotelleveryonetogo

tobed,apparentlytheyneedtobe

forcedtosleeporelsetheywatchTV

untilmorningandthenfailtowakeup

forschool

Didi:(laughed)Ok

Mayatookhertobedandthen

switchedoffthelightsbeforesliding

inLolo'sbedthenshetextedher

husband.



Maya:Thanksforgivingmeabreak,i

loveyouandyou'retheworld'sbest

husband.Goodnightbabe

Tshepo:Anytimesweetheart,

goodnight.

***

Meanwhilethedieselenginestopped

outsideandthegentlemanleaned

backlookinginLolo'seyesasshe

lookedinhisandblushedlooking

down.



Him:Thanksforvisiting

Lolo:Anytime...

Hetouchedhercheekandleaned

overkissingher,shetouchedhis

chestashecaressedherthighs

touchedherpantieskissingherthen

shetouchedhispackageandkissed

himreluctantly...

Heunzippedhisjeansandputher

handbackinthereasshestroked

himindisbelief,shehadjokedabout

thatsizebutneveractuallythoughtit

existed.Sheopenedhereyesonthe



middleofthekissandglancedathim

ashekissedherpassionatelythen

sheclosedhereyesandcontinued

kissingandstrokinghisd.

Him:(caughthisbreath)Maybewe

shouldjustgobackhomeandcome

later

Lolo:(laughed)Shehheelawenake

motsetseija

Him:(laughed)Mofenyiomotonabut

ifyouwantustowait,wewillwait...

Lolo:(smiled)Thanks....



Hebabykissedherandzippedhis

jeansasshesteppedoutofthecar

andclosedthedoor....

Lolo:Goodnight

Him:Goodnight...

Shegotinandsigheddisappointedly

walkingacrossthelivingroomallthe

waytothebedroomwhereshe

switchedthelightson.MayaandDidi

turnedlookingatthedoorasshe

tookoffhershoesholdingabig

envelope...



Maya:It's11o'clockyounglady

whereyoubeen?

Didi:(inMadea'svoice)Littlegirl!(to

Maya)Bringmybelt

Lolo:(laughed)Mxm....

Theyalllaughedassheputher

plasticonthebedandtookoffher

man'sbigjacket,sheputitona

hangerandintothewardrobebefore

fishingintheenvelopeasDidiand

Mayacuriouslystared....

Lolo:(pausedandlookedatthem)

What?



Didi:Whatisit?Wewanttosee

Sheslidoutthreeticketsandsmiled

liketeen....

Lolo:Pha!

Maya:(gaspedandgotoffthebed)Is

thatthejazzfestivaltickets?Tshepo

hasbeentalkingaboutgettingusthis

tickets,yooit'sbeenallover

Facebook.Alltheartistswillthere

Lolo:Mmh....Therearethreetickets

hereDidi,oneisformeoneforhim,

whoshouldigivethe3rdoneto?



Didi:(smiled)Ican'tgo,I'mstillinbed

remember?

Lolo:It'snextmonthsothereis

plentyoftimeforyoutoexercise

thoselegs,you'recomingwithmeto

thisfestivalandtomakesureit

happenseachmorningyou'llbe

takingawalktothegate,asforthe

bedsoresthey'reasgoodasgone

becauseyou'renolongerinacoma.

Didi:Idon'twanttodisturbyouand

yourfriendbesidesi-

Lolo:DidiI'mnottakingnoforan

answer,youowemeforbabysitting

andnursingyoukanaotantuela



cashmma?

Didi:(laughed)Fine...

Lolo:(laughed)Thankyou...(toMaya)

Andwenaifyoureallywanttogobuy

theseticketsbecauseVIPticketsare

runningout,dilotsamasigodibata

olekogosafeesengkomapantsola

bagoanapangdipata

Maya:I'lllethimknow

Lolo:(sighedtakingoffhertop)Oh

GodI'mexhausted...Sowhatwere

youtalkingaboutleAatile?

Didi:Itoldhimthetruth,hewashurt

andithinkhehatesmefordestroying

hisfamily.Hestilllovesyou



Lolo:(smiled)Really?(laughed)Otaa

bakelagosaitshwarela

Didi:Butinallhonestyheforgaveyou

andyouwrongedhim,ifwelookat

thingsfromhisPOV.

Lolo:That'strue,Iunderstandthat.If

Igavesomeoneasecondchanceand

thydidwrongI'dgoexceptididn'tdo

itintentionallythat'swherehegot

cheated

Didi:Exactly,anditseemshewants

tochangehismindaboutthe

marriagetoSedibecausehesaidshe

ishersecondchoice.IhopeI'mnot

givingoutunnecessaryinformation.



Lolo:(smiled)No,it'sfine.Attieandi

arefriends.

Didi:Heisangryatme

Lolo:Youreallymesseduplenna

kanaIwashappywithhimthoughwe

havebeenthroughalot,mostofit

wasmymistake.Idestroyedthat

manbeyondandittookmeyearsto

realisehowmuchI'vehurthim.The

littlehurtfulthingswealwayssayto

peoplewhenweareangrycan

changehowtheyrelatetouskana

howtheyseethemselves.Remember

myauntlikedsayingI'manuglygirl?

Didi:Mxmiremember



Lolo:Ithurtmeandovertimei

startedbelievingiwasuglythat's

howiendedupdatingZeroofallmen

becauseineverthoughtinmywildest

dreamssomeonewholookslike

Aatilecouldwantme.Thatthing

stayedinmeandovertheyearswhen

allmenwantedyouandnoonereally

wantedmeifeltitwasbecauseI'm

ugly.Mostmightthinkidon'thavea

lotofexsbutit'sactuallybecause

nnagankekebatiwakebanna

Didi:Butit'snotbecauseyou'reugly,

it'sbecauseyou'realwaysbusy.

Lolo:Tellthattomyheart,soto

someextentiunderstandwhatAatile



wentthroughbecauseI'vehurthim

andhebelievedhewaslessofaman

andheneverbelievedilovehim.

Whenwefinallystartedfallinginlove

alloverthenboomAngelDust

Didi:Iunderstandyoumightbe

consideringtomoveonbutwould

yougiveyourfamilyasecondchance?

Iwaswrong,imadeyoutwofight...

Wouldyoutakehimback?

Lolo:(smiled)Well....(giggled)wewill

seeifheeverasksme...(sighedand

stoodup)Letmegotakeashower....

ShekissedMofenyiandwalkedout



withatowel.....

AtAatile'sHouse....

Sediswitchedoffthelightsandgotin

bedasAatilelaidonhisbackthen

shelaidhercheekonhischestand

sighed...

Sedi:Loloandihadaverygood

conversationaboutthechildren,ijust

realisedhowwrongiwasabout

thosechildrenbecauseididn'tknow

thatthegovernmentpaysofftheir

livingexpensesandCalvinasthebig



brothertooktheolderones,heis

supportingthemandevenLolorarely

spendsonthemexceptiftheyneed

littlethingslikepocketmoneyor

airtimewhichistotallyfineforyou.

Andiwasjustjealous,I'lladmitthat...

I'msorry.

Aatile:It'sokay...

Sedi:Butyoudon'tseemhappy,what

didyoutalkaboutleDidi?

Aatile:ShedruggedLolowitha

hallucinationdrugandallthose

unreasonablebehaviourshewas

displayingwasbecauseofher.

Sedi:Whydidshedoit?



Aatile:Somestupid20yeargrudge

andjealousyhelayagoremywife

andiwereprogressing...

Sedisadlysighedstilllayingherhead

onhischest...

Aatile:ShemademehateLoloand

evenwhenshetoldmeshewas

druggedididn'tbelieveherbecausei

thoughtshewasbacktoherlying

cheatingselfagain.Ihatedherfor

makingmeafoolbecauseivowed

thatifLoloeverembarrassedmelike

thatagainI'dleavebecausealready



everyoneinMaunthoughtiwas

foolish.Unlikewomenwhomwhen

cheatedtheygetsympathyandare

expectedtoforgiveandfixtheir

hushedasamanwhenyou're

cheatedpeoplethinklessofyoulike

you'reamoronandwhenyouforgive

acheatingwomanpeoplelosemore

respectforyouandthat'swhati

becametoeveryone.Ilostrespect...I

walkedaroundfeelinglessandthe

factthatshetoldmebeforethati

havealittledickbrokemedown.I

thoughtmaybewomenonlywantbig

dicks,itdoesn'tmatterhowmuch

youlovethem,loveyourstepchildren



andsupporther.That'swhati

thoughtandthat'stheonlyreasoni

divorcedher,ithoughtshewasdoing

itagainbutnowiregretitbecausei

knowshewasdrugged.Ihatedher

somuchididn'twanttobe

connectedtoherthat'swhyIforced

hertoabortandneverwalkedaway

withnothingfromthisdivorcelikei

didthefirsttime,thefirsttimeIonly

gotmycarbutthistimeiwanteda

fairshareandigotit,nowiregret

everything...Ievenhurtherdegrading

herwomanhoodbecausethat'show

muchpainandbitternessihadinme

allbecauseofDidi,rightnowihate



herandthereisnothingicando.Ifi

wasn'tamanI'djustbreakdownand

cry...(tearfully)Becauseithurtsso

bad...(hecoveredhisfaceand

sighed)Ispentyearsbuildingmy

familyandbuildingthetrustonLolo

aftershebrokemecountlesstimes,it

wastimeformetoenjoymy

hardworkandDiditookitallaway...

Sedigotupandhelpedhimsitthen

shehuggedhimashebrokedown,

shebrokedowncrying,forheritwas

thatdejavumoment.Shedidit

again.Raisingherhopeswithaman

whowashavingproblemswithhis



wifebutforsomereasonshe

appreciatedhishonesty,shenever

thoughtamanwouldbethathonest

andvulnerableandthatwasenough

forher....

Sedi:I'msorry...(kissedhim)I'm

sorry...I'veneverreallybeencheated

buticanfeelyourpain.Ifthisisthe

casethenmaybeweshouldfilefor

divorce.Iloveyoubutiwouldn'twant

tobewithyouifyouwantLolo

becausethenyouwon'tbehappy.

Aatile:It'snotthatiwanttoleaveyou

-



Sedi:No,don'tfeelsorryformeorbe

embarrassedfordivorcingagain.We

cantellpeopleidivorcedyouthat

waytheywon'tthinkyou'reindecisive

koorekelekagoavoiderasituation

whereyouarejustforcingyourselfto

lovemebecauseyoudon'thave

choice,youhaveachoice.Talkto

Loloandtrytogetyourfamilyback

togetheragain.Doitforme,that'sthe

onlyfavourI'maskingyoutodofor

me,isthatok?

Aatile:Ok

Heheavedahugesighandhugged



hergratefullythentheylaiddown...

Sedi:Andforyourowninformation

youdon'thavealittledickyou'rejust

sufferingfromaSmallDick

Syndromeit'smostlycausedby

gettingcheatedseveraltimes

especiallyifyouhappentohaveseen

theexplicitcontent.Eveniftheguy

you'recheatedwithisthesamesize

asyouyou'llseehimasbiggerand

accordingtoresearchmostmen

generallyfeelthey'dbemuchhappier

iftheywereaninchor2longerthan

whattheyarenowandthatcouldbe

influencedbytheangleinwhich



they'reviewingtheirdicksfrom.O

ngongoregahelammeyoudon'teven

knowyoursizeandsometimes

womensaythatthatdickteaseto

menjusttohurtthemesennete

Aatile:You'remywifeofcourseyou'd

saythat...

Sedi:(smilednaughtily)canido

something?

Aatile:what?

Sedi:(laughedandswitchedthe

lightson)justrelax...

ShereachedforherfirstAidcaseand

putitonthebedthenshehandedhim



thephone...

Sedi:Googlethedickscaleitstarts

fromminisize,small,average,large

andextralarge

Hetappedonthephoneasshe

jumpedontopofhimgrindingonhim

andkissedhisneck...

Aatile:(laughedtyping)Wait...What

areyoudoing...Sediweeemapele

Shepushedthephoneandkissed



himasheslowlyjerkedthensheslid

downhisdickandclosedhereyes...

Aatile:(moaning)Shit....Mmh....

Heheldherwaistandstruckheronce

thenshejumpedoff...

Aatile:No,no,comeon...

Shesmiledandmeasuredhimas

theybothlookedatthecentimeters

Both:16cm...



Aatile:butGooglewroteitininches

gatwenormalsizeke5inchesthat's

wheremajorityoftheguysare

Sedi:Weconvert

Aatile:Ok....16cmtoinches...

Theybothstaredatthephoneand

lookedatoneanother...

Sedi:So?You're6inches...Stillthink

you'retiny?

Aatile:Let'scheckotherresearches

Sedi:(laughed)Sodoyoureallythink

ifakemyorgsms?Ineverfakeitabo



kecummerhelasente

Aatile:(laughed)Wellmaybeyouhave

atinyvaginathatisdeformedor

something...

Sedi:(laughed)You'recrazy...

Theycontinuedreading....

Aatile:(frowned)Wow....So6is

normal,7islargeand8isextra

large?...ButhonestlyithoughtI'm

here...Habo2inches

Sedi:(laughed)2inches?Seriously?



Helaughedfeelingdumbandputthe

phonedownkissingherslowly

gettingontopofherassheputher

armsaroundhisneckthenhestroked

himselfonceandknockedonbefore

squeezinghimselfinastheyboth

moaned......

AtDidi'sHouse....

OnMondaymorningJandrove

throughthegateandparkedoutside

thenshesteppedoutwithamaidand

unlockedthedoorasherphone

rang...



Jan:Youcangoinandgetstartedon

cleaning

Her:Thankyou

Shesteppedbackandpicked....

Jan:Hello?

Pastor:WhereisPastorKen?

Jan:Ipaidhiscashbailfirstthingin

themorning,theysaidtheywill

releasehimsometimetodaysoI'm

notsure.Heisstillinpainandi

wantedtopickhimbuttheysaidit



wasimpossible.FornowI'mcleaning

thehouse

Pastor:Okay,I'llsendKesegofetseto

helpyou...Theyhaven'tmovedakere?

Jan:No,theyhaven't

Pastor:Good.Shewillbetheresoon,

sheofferedtoassisthimuntilheis

well.

Jan:Thankyou.

Shehungupandwalkedbackinside

wheretheypreparedaroomforhim,

minuteslateraprisonscarstopped

outsideandtheygotouttoassistas

thejailguardshelpedhimoutofthe



carholdinghiscatheters..

Jan:Hello?

Guard:Hi

Jan:Kegoreyouguysdidn'tcallusto

collecthimjustsokoloiyaprisons

canbeseendroppinghimoff

Ken:(laughedgrinning)You're

ungrateful

Guard:(laughed)Tellhim...

Theguardletgoofhimasheputhis

armaroundaroundJanand

staggeredinside...



Guard:Shapakere?

Jan:Suredebrada...

HedroveoffasJanwalkedherfather

tothebedroomwherehelaiddown

andsighed,itfeltgoodtofinallylay

onarealbedinaproperhouse...

Ken:I'mhungry...

Jan:illbringyousomethingtoeat....

Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

Janwenttothedoorandcameback



withthepastor'sdaughter,she

smiledshylyandshookhishandwith

herhandbagstillonhershoulder...

Her:dumelang

Ken:Hello?Howareyou?

Her?

Ken:Resegoright?

Her:Masedi,Resegoisyoungerthan

me

Jan:Really?

Ken:really?Youlookyoungerthan

herandihardlyseeyouatchurch

Masedi:I'maSundayschoolteacher



soI'dbeouttherepreachingtothe

littleinnocentsouls

Ken:(laughed)Thatexplainsit

Jan:Pastorsaidthey'dsendherto

helpusondailybasis,iguessshewill

becomingherealotand(lookedat

thewatch)ihavetogobacktowork,

Zanewillbehereintheafternoon.

Ken:Noproblem

Jan:MasediShap,themaid'snameis

Chindi,bye

Sherushedoutleavingthemlooking

atoneanotherthenMasedisighed

andputherhandbagdown...



Masedi:Letmemakeyousomething

toeatPastor

Ken:thanks...

Shewalkedoutpullingthesleevesof

hertop.

AtLetsholathebehospital.....

Aatilerolledbackonhisofficechair

andtookouthislunchboxthenhe

tookoutafreshsandwichandleaned

backtakingabitethenheopenedthe



silverflaskbottleandsipped....

Heleanedbacklookingathislunch

boxandsmiledatSediandViv's

pictureontheframethenhedialed

her....

Sedi:Hello?

Aatile:(softly)Hi,thanksforthe

breakfast...Itsexcellent

Sedi:Gladyoulikeit

Aatile:Whatareyoudoingduring

lunch?Iwanttotakeyouout

Sedi:(laughed)Aren'tyousupposed



totalktoLoloabout-

Aatile:Ithoughtaboutthatand

mmh....(shookhisheadsmiling)I

thinkI'mgood...Iloveyouanditfirsti

thoughtiwaswithyoubecauseof

certainthingsnutnowthatihavea

choiceI'dchooseyouoverandover

again.

Sedi:Really?

Aatile:Yeah...Andlastnightwas

awesome,olokaengkukuyagago?

Sedi:Shebanna(theylaughed)Ke

followme

Aatile:(laughed)Fuckmaanfollow

meyatengworkswondersmani



don'twanttoleave.Babethemma

skabolelelabathogoreamporeke

lela

Sedi:(laughed)Gasegorenneolela

golohalerraetsho?

Aatile:I'llpickyouupatlunch

Sedi:Lunchitis.Loveyou

Aatile:Loveyouamillionmore

Hehungupsmilingandpickedthe

sandwichtakingabite....

AtLolo'sHouse....



LaterthatafternoonLolosupported

Didiasshesteppedoutofthehouse

andrubbedhereyesduetothe

unfamiliarlight...

Lolo:Atleastyou'retakingmore

stepsnow...

Didi:Yeah...Let'sgobackinside....

I'mtired

Lolo:Areboehaatthegate...

Didi'sphonerangthenLolopickedit

forherputtingitonherear...



Didi:(panting)Hello?

Jan:Hi,papaokolapengbamo

rilisitseonbail

Didi:OhGood,howishe?Zanetold

mehewasstabbedwithaknife.

Jan:Hewillbefinehewasstitched

Didi:Okay...

Shehungupandtheystoppedatthe

gatewheresheputherarmsonthe

gateandleanedover,acarstopped

infrontofthegateandayoungman

steppedout.Theybothreadthelogo

onthedoorandfrowned...



Him:Goodafternoon,iamMichael

KakaretsofromNonsieand

Attorney's,IamlookingforDidintle

Daniels.

Didi:That'sme...

Heunzippedhiscaseandservedher

asLolowatched...

Didi:Kenwantsadivorce?

Lolo:What?

Didi:Givemethephone...



ShedialedKen....

Ken:Hello?

Didi:I'vejustbeenservedwith

divorcepapers,what'sgoingon?

Ken:Ijustdon'tthinkwearemeant

foreachother,webothwantdifferent

things.Idon'twanttobetheKeni

was10yearsagosellingdrugs,

threateningandpunishingawomani

claimtolove.Iamoldernowsoilove

differently,ilovewithrespect.Iama

father,agrandfatherandapastor,

thosearecharactersinmeifyou

cannotfindhappinessinmebeinga



pastorandfinditverydifficultto

cometochurchthenthereisno

reasonforustofightaboutit.IfI've

changedtobeaboringpersonthere

isnoneedformetobecheated.You

hadachoicetoleaveandgodate

Brandonbutyouchosetocheat,i

don'tblameyoubecauseevenI'm

wrongforreactingviolently,ishould

havejustacceptedyourchoiceyaga

Brandonandfiledfordivorcebutnow

I'mcorrectingmyself.Youcantake

everythingalliwantistobefreefrom

thismarriageandstartfatheringmy

childrentherightwayinsteadof

goingbackandfourth.I'msureyou'll



findamanwiththatthingandI'llfind

agodlywoman.What'simportantis

thatweparentourchildreninpeace.

Wedon'thavetobetogethertobe

goodparents...

Didi:Canwemeetandtalk?

Ken:No,mybailconditionsstatethat

imustnotcommunicatewithyouso

thisshouldbeourlastconversation

becauseidon'twanttogobacktojail.

I'mverysorryforbeatingyoulikethat,

itwasnevermyintentiontohurtyou,

itookittoofarandI'llneveragainin

myliferaisemyhandtoawoman

evenmynextwifeifieverfindone.

Bye



Hehungupthenshetearfullylooked

atLolo......

24Klikesbefore6pmtogetabonus

*

*

*

*

*
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AtLolo'sHouse..

Lolohelpedhersitonthebedandsat

onherslookingather...

Didi:Whatwasthepointofhim

beatingmeifhewasgoingtodivorce

me?

Lolo:Maybeherealisedhedoesn't

wanttobeawifebeater,you'remy

friendandI'llalwayssideyouunless

youarewrongbutcanyoublamethe

guy?(shelookedbackatLolo

tearfully)andIdon'tunderstandhow



youcanstillwantamanwhoalmost

killedyou

Didi:Youwouldn'tunderstand

Lolo:Makeunderstand

Didi:Iloveamanthathasa

dangeroussideLolo...(herjaws

dropped)Iknowbutthat'swhatturns

meon.Whydothinkallthesethugs

alwayshavegirlfriends?Remember

thatmanwhokilled4ofhis

girlfriends?

Lolo:Theonewhowastrendingon

Facebook?

Didi:Yes,whydoyouthinkafter

killingwhenegoesoutonbailgirls



throwthemselvesathim?Knowing

thatifyoupisshimoffhekillyouis

whatturnsyouon.Afterwhat

happenediknowKenmightkillme

soI'llnevercheat.Idon'tknowwhat's

wrongwithmebutwhathedidthere...

Tomethatwasmymanangryatme

andpunishingme...

Lolo:(confused)Whaaat...sothat

wasnormal...Itwaslikearguingwith

yourpartner

Didi:Yes,it'sapityitendedwithme

inthehospitalbuthadinothada

headinjurythenextmorningI'dhave

startedhisdaywithablowjobthen

cleanthehouse,cookhisfavourite



mealandgoonworshipinghim..

Lolo:(sheputherheadonDidi's

forehead)Thisguyreallyshookyour

braindidn'the?

Didi:(laughedandpushedherhand

off)I'mserious,whydoyouthinki

lovedKenwheneveryonethoughthe

wasthug?Youallthoughthewas

scarywithtattoosandallblackplain

clothes.

Lolo:Yeahbuthealmostkilledyou!

Didi:Youlovebigdicksright?Imeani

knowthat'swhatyoufantasiseabout

right?

Lolo:(smiledembarrassed)Yes,



what'syourpoint?

Didi:Wouldyousettleforasmalldick

justbecauseyou'reafraidtobe

judgedforpreferringabiggerdick?

Lolo:(sighed)Ok,whatareyoutrying

tosay?

Didi:Whatisabigdicktoyouiswhat

aguythatcanpunishawomanisto

me?Bigdicktoyou-punishmentfor

me.Hewenttoofar,ididn'texpect

thatandiwasscaredformydearlife

becauseithoughtbeslappednyana

thenrapednyanathenboomwearein

bedapologisingbuthewaspissed

thefuckoffandiwenttoofarlennai



shouldn'thavesleptwithBrandon

withhiswillybuteylifehastogoon.

Lolo:Mmh...

Didi:Iknowpeoplearegoingto

shockedbutilovehimandiforgive

him,ithinkhewasjustified.Ithought

thischurchthingchangedhimbuthe

isstillthere,thatdangerousthugis

theredeepwithin.I'llbewatchinghim

preachinginchurchknowingififuck

upI'mdead.Thiswasallineededto

knowthatthemanifellinlovewithis

notdead..Theonewhoputagun

betweenmylegsandtoldmeifI

cheatedonhimhe'dsplashmypussy

onthewall...



Lolo'sfacewentfromshockedto

hilariousassheburstedintolaugher

andclappedonce....

Lolo:Waitseeeee....I'dneverlovea

manwhoslappedme,kareaslap

helampamano,never

Didi:I'dneverloveamanwhoisa

walkoverorawetdog

Lolo:(laughedandclapped)What'sa

wetdogheebathong!Didinemma

nnaketshabaKennamotshaboo

kanawarewammata?Likeseriously

rightnowican'tbelieveionce



confrontedhimkoorehadhelostit

andbeatmenekagoreng?Waitse

Didiallmylifeithoughtyouwerea

chickenbutisyoucanloveabeast

likethattheb8giveup.Gasegoreo

holeeewagobolelelapastorKenaka

beastgoreyoulovehim?Leenewaa

yakakwagagonasepesadivorceke

gointshadithookagoreoithaaareo

tilegomodivosa,samonyesastress

ekarelasttimeAatilecheckedonhim

gatwehewascryingforyou

Didi:(smiled)Really?

Lolo:Hewasdevastated

Didi:Don'tgivemefalsehope



Lolo:That'swhatAttietoldme..

Didi:Okay..SohasAatilecalled?

Lolo:Notyet

Didi:Ireallywantyouguystoget

backtogether.

Lolo:Aatileismyyoudon'tknow

whatyouhaveuntilyouloseitbutwe

willseeifhewillcallsincehenow

knowsexactlywhathappened.

Didi:Yeah

Lolo'sphonerangthensheglanced

atthescreenandpaused

thoughtfullyforasecondbefore



puttingonasmileandpickingasshe

walkedout...

Lolo:Hello?

Him:Hey,howareyou?

Lolo:I'mgood,howareyou?

Him:I'malright,didyouseemy

message?

Lolo:Iwasbusyhelpingmyfriend,i

wasgoingtoreply.

Him:Noproblem,anothermovie?Or

maybewecouldjustgooutfordinner

thistimeoradrive?Ilovespending

timewithyouandwheneverI'mnot



withyouimissyouandbecome

lonelyasifI'veknowyoumywhole

life.

Lolo:(blushed)That'ssosweet,i

don'twanttofalltooquickbecause

I'mscaredyoumighthurtmeori

mighthurtyou.Iwantustotakeour

time

Him:Maybeyou'llhurtmeicannever

hurtyou,youknowmystory.

Lolo:(sighed)I'mjustsayingiguess,

howis7pm?

Him:It'sgood

Lolo:Bringthesameflavour

Him:(laughed)Iknewyou'dloveit.



Lolo:(laughed)Bye...

Shehungupandwalkedbackinthe

bedroom....

Didi:Wouldibepryingifiaskedwho

thisguyis?Icantelleachtimeyou're

talkingtohimbecauseyoublush

Lolo:(laughedandthrewthephone

onthebed)You'llmeethimoneday

Didi:Doeshehaveaname?

Lolo:(laughed)IcallhimMrright

Didi:(laughed)Karewaaganakaguy

Lolo:(Laughed)Whyareyoucurious



akerewearegoingtothejazzfestival

rothenextmonthsbesidesyou'llsee

himasweeksgoby

Didi:Okay...

Lolo:Letmewarmthewaterand

bathyou...

Didi:Thanks

Shewalkedout...

AtJan'sHouse.....

JanwalkedinthehouseasAgatha

wasdozingoffonthecouchthenshe



leanedoverandkissedhersoftly,

Agathasmiledandputherarms

aroundherneck,Janjerkedherup

andlaidheronthefluffycarpetand

gotbetweenherlegs.Sheunzipped

herpantsandpulledthemdown

grindingherpackeronherasAgatha

moanedsoftly,thedooropenedand

Janpulledupherpants...

Jan:WTF!

Zane:(threwhisbookonthetable)

Sorrydidiinterrupt?Iwantjuice...

HepassedtothekitchenasJangot



upandzippedherpantsfollowingher.

Jan:Nexttimeknockthisisn'tyour

house

Zane:(sippingjuicelikehedidn'thear

whatshesaid)Sawyourmessage,

what'sup?

Jan:Amantlewantstogiveyouand

ourlittlesistersthesharesbut

becauseyou'renotyet18youmust

haveanadultholdingthemforyou.

Soyouhavetodecideifit'sdador

yourmom

Zane:It'sweirdhowyoucallyour

mombyhernamemymotherwould



beatme

Jan:Sheisyourmotherso.…anyway

whatshoulditelher?

Zane:I'lltalktoDadandletyouknow.

Jan:Cool,canyougoI'mkindofon

themiddleofsomething

Zane:(laughed)Broyou'reinheat,

shitgotyousweating

Jan:It'sthehormonesI'mtaking,di

mpolaisanopagorefuck!

Zane:(laughed)Welcometoour

world...Shap

Shewalkedoutandsmiledat



Agatha...

Zane:Shap

Agatha:I'llslapthatgrinoffyour

face...

Zanelaughedandclosedthedoor....

AtAatile'sHouse....

Aatiledrovethroughthegateholding

thewheelwithonehandandtouched

Sedi'sthighthenshefrowned...



Sedi:Oh,thereissomeonethere..

Aatile:Shit...ItsAndrew'sparents,ba

batagontshamagadi

Sedi:Whereisitgoingtohappenne?

Aatile:Righthere,Babyismy

daughterlegallygapeculturallyke

goneotshwanetseanyalelwakogo

rragwe.

Sedi:Irememberthat...

Aatile:MxmiforgottotalktoZero

andupdatehim

Sedi:(laughed)Youtwohavethe

weirdestrelationshipever

Aatile:(laughed)Zeroisagoodguy



koorewhenyou'repoorsometimes

youmayappearsomehowbutraa

utwanamogomaswe.Gankakeka

nyadisaBabyZeroaseonkamo

latelakomorakengkakoloi

Sedi:(laughed)That'sgoodbutdon't

youthinkweoryoushouldtalkto

LoloandBabyaboutit?Maybethey

maynotbecomfortablehere

becauseitsmyhousetoo.

Aatile:It'sthewaythingsaredone

andtheywillhavetofollowthrough

butyou'reright,I'llcallLoloandset

upmeetingforallofustomeet.Le

wenayou'recoming,fromnowon

you'reineverythingI'mdonerunning



aroundandactingstupidboCarltoga

baithutarubbishmogonna.

Theylaughedasheparkedthenthey

steppedoutandshookhandswith

Andrew'suncle's...

Uncle:Wewereabouttoleave

Aatile:(laughed)Sorry,Motsheloa

malatsiagarenne

Uncle:(laughed)Verytrue....

Theygotinthehouseandtalked.....



AtLolo'sHouse.....

Lateraround6Lolosatbeforethe

dressingtablefixinghermakeupas

Didisupportedherselfwiththe

windowstretchingherlegsandback...

Didi:Youreallyknowhowtodo

makeup

Lolo:Thanks...

Sheappliedlipstickthenherphone

rang...



Lolo:Hello?

Aatile:Hey,um...Canwemeetand

talk?

Lolo:(frownedsmiling)Aboutwhat?

Aatile:Thekidsandus,howis7?

Lolo:Okay,noproblem.Where?

Aatile:I'llcomeover

Lolo:Ok,bye

ShehungandlookedatDidi...

Lolo:Hewantstotalk

Didi:So?Areyougoingtotakehim



back?YouknowyoulovehimLolo....

Youcan'tpossiblyspendsomany

yearswithapersonyoudon'tlove.

Youguysarecloseandhonestlythis

sexthingconfusesmebecause

Aatile-

Lolo:(laughed)Hookgangegasee

helang,didhetellyoutoo?Kananna

gakereAttieissmallIwas

comparinghimtoLorenotothermen

ofcourseheisbiggerthanothers.

Dickscomeindifferentsizesandfor

thefirsttimeihadmetonebigger

thanhisandlostmymind.Men

alwayscheatwithyoungerguyswhy

can'tawomandroolforabiggerdick



andstillloveherhusband'saverage

dick?Clearlythereareguyswithtiny

dicksoutthere,it'snotevenfunny...

I'mstillalittleshockedbythefact

thatadickcouldbethatsmallbutI

nolongerjudgeaguybyhissize.I've

learntthatcommentingaboutadick

sizestopsaguyfromsatisfyingyou

becausehethinksit'sallaboutthat.I

wouldn'thavespentsomuchtime

withhimifididn'tlovehimorifi

wasn'tsatisfied.Icheated,cheating

jeselfishnesshelaithasnothingto

dowithyourpartner.Idon'tgethow

difficultitisunderstandthatmenand

womenarethesame.Somemen



cheatforsexevenbuyaroundfrom

aprostitutethengohometowifey,i

drooledforMogapi.Ididn'tlovehim

keraaitwasabouttastingabigger

dickgorekeutwehelagoreaguy

biggerthanLoreontshejang.Big

mistakesthathavenothingtodowith

Aatile,iknowhelovesmethoughhe

fuckeda16yearoldwhilehewas

wearinghisring.I'mnotnaive,iknow

shithappensthat'swhyidon'thate

hischildrenfromtheseaffairs.I

knowshithappensbutAatileene

wastiredofgettinghurtandthoughti

wascheating,hedivorcedmeandit's

fine.Idon'thatehim...Infacti



respecthimfornotdoingbeatingme.

That'sarealmanandirespecthim

that'swhyereabuaabokereetsa

becauseI'velearntwhoAatileisand

thereisnomanlikehim.Hehelped

meraisemydaughter,niecesand

nephews...Hedidn'tmolestthegirls

orabuseanyofthem.Helovedthem

equally..Suchmenarerareandit

waseasyformetotakehimfor

grantedbutnowilookbackthisman

wasablessinginmylife.Thereis

moretomarriagethansexandihope

mydaughterswillpickahusband

basedonhispersonalitythanthesize

ofhisdickortheamountofmoney



heearns.MarriageiswhatAatile

gaveme,hetaughtmehowtoparent

andtohimitsnatural.Theycalled

himpapapelebeforetheycalledme

mama...(laughedandshookherhead)

Lifethough.Justwheniwasenjoying

mymanthenboom.Gapeifyoubeen

withsomeonefortoolongit's

impossibletomoveonquickly

withouthavingthatwhatif,itsnormal

andiexpecttofeelthatwaymeheli

knowilosthim

Shetookoutherphoneanddialed

herdate...



Him:Hello?

Alone:Hi,somethingcameup.My

husband-imeanex-husbandaskedto

meethimsowecantalkaboutthe

children.

Him:(sigheddisappointedly)OK,bye

Alone:I'llletyouknowwhenI'mdone.

Him:Bye

Shehungupandsighed....

AtKen'sHouse.....



LaterthateveningZanewalkedin

withHazelandFaiththenheclosed

thedoorwatchinghisfathersitting

onthebedwithpillowsbehindhis

backandbedtablewiththekeyboard.

HeplayedthenotessowellZane

missedseeinghimpreachingat

church...

Ken:

Youunravelme,withamelody

Yousurroundmewithasong

Ofdeliverance,frommyenemies

Tillallmyfearsaregone



I’mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

I’mnolongeraslavetofear

IamachildofGod

Hazeljumpedonthebedandtipped

thekeyboardoffasshehuggedher

dad,Kensmiledemotionallyashe

huggedherandsmelledherbaby

Johnsonsweetsmell.

Ken:Faithcomeherebaby...



Faithgotonthebedandhuggedhim

carefully,shecouldtelhewasn'twell,

shestilldidn'tunderstandwhyboth

ofherparentsweresickandthecar

accidentstorydidn'tconvinceherat

all.

Ken:(kissedherforehead)Imissed

you...

Faith:Imissedyoutoo...Daddywhy

areyousick?

Zane:Hehadanaccident,itoldyou

Faith:Daddylyingisbad,whyareyou

andmamasick?Iheardsomeone

talking,sayingyouandmamahada



fight.Youbeatheranduntilshe

couldn'ttalkthenyouwenttoprison

andgotstabbed.Isthattrue?

Kenlookedatherandemotionally

touchedhercheek...

Ken:Faithsometimesinlife-

Zanetearfullylookedathimsecretly

shakinghishead,thesadnessbehind

Zane'sgleamingeyeschangedhis

mindandhelookedbackatFaith...



Ken:Peoplewillcreatestoriesthat

arefalsejusttobreakfamiliesapart,

I'dneverbeatmama,never...Ilove

her.

Hazel:Daddycanwegobackto

Oklahoma?Idon'tlikeithere

Faith:Metoo....Canwegoback?We

werehappythere

Ken:Guyswecan'trunawayfromour

problems.Ipromiseyouthingswill

befinefromnowon..

Zane:Youhavetofixthings,ihave

problemsofmyownandineed

parentsbutbecausenoneofyouare

heretoguidemeimightmakea



mistake.Idon'twanttomakehuge

mistakesaboutmylife.I'mreally

scaredthatimightbetheworst

fathertomydaughter..

***

MeanwhileMayaparkedthecarthen

Didistaggeredoutsupporting

herself...

Maya:Canihelpyou?Nnakea

sisimoga

Didi:I'mfine.Go,Zanewilldriveme



back.

Maya:Okay,bye

Shewalkedinthehouseand

immediatelysmelledthedelicious

aromafromthekitchenthenshe

wentthere.

Thepastor'sdaughterwasputting

theplatesonthecounterthenDidi

switchedoffthestove...

Didi:Out....Anddon'tevercomeinto

mykitchendoyouunderstandme?I



knowyourfatherwantsyoutomarry

myhusband.Yeahiknowheeven

wantedtosendyoutoOklahoma...

You'rewastingyourtime,leave.Now

beforeilosemytemperandforget

thatI'mactuallysick...

ShewalkedoutthenDidifollowedher

andwaitedforhertowalkout,she

closedthedoorandwenttothe

bedroomwhereKenwassittingon

thebedwithHazelnexttohimwhile

heplayedthekeyboard.Zaneand

Faithsatattheendofthebed

singinglikeoldtimespracticingtheir

nextspecialsongatChurch.



Thelittlepracticewasmorethanjust

apracticebecauseithadbeenalong

timesincetheyhadbeenwithdaddy

andhestillhadthekeyboardcharm,

Faithclosedhereyessingingwithher

handonherchestasZanesangwith

basswithhisarmaroundher

shoulder....

Kenstoppedplayingthekeyboard

andlookedatDidithenthechildren

pausedsingingandlookedbehind

them.



Hazel:Mama!

Hazelrantoherandhuggedher

weaklegsthenFaithsteppeddown

thebedhelpingherwalkin...

Faith:(smiled)Mamaiwantusto

stayhere.Allofuslikebefore

DidilookedatthemthenZane

swallowedandpickedHazelthen

grabbedFaith'shandastheywalked

out...



Zane:Let'sgomakeadrinkinthe

kitchen...

Didiclosedthedoorandstaredback

atKenashestaredbackatherthen

sheslowlywalkedoverandsaton

theedgeofthebedholdinghishand,

Kenpulledheroverandhuggedher

tightly...

Ken:I'msorry,ididn'twanttotakeit

thatfar...

Didi:Pleasedon'tleaveme....I'm

beggingyou...



Helethergoandlookedinhereyes...

Didi:Thereisstilltimeforustowork

onourmarriage.I'msorryfor

cheatingonyou,itwasallmyfault.

Youdidn'twantthis,youwantedme

inchurchnexttoyou...Givemeone

moredancedaddyisweariwon't

disappointyou.

Ken:Babe...Let'sjustpartways,this

istoomuch.Wewon'trecoverfrom

this..Howdoyouexpectmetolook

youintheeyeseverydayknowing8

hurtyoulikethat?

Didi:Thesamewayilookatyou



knowingI'mthereasonyourmother

died,thereasonyourfatherandyour

brother...You'llgetover..Pleasedon't

leavemebecauseiloveyouandi

don'tcarewhathappened.Please,tell

meyouwon'tdivorceme...Tellme...

Shestaredathimashelookedback

ather..

Didi:Talktome..Icameheretofight

forus,tellmeididn'tcomefor

nothing.

Ken:I'msorry,iloveyoubutican't

getoveryouleavingmeinthehouse



togosleepwithanothermanthen

comingandsleepingwithmewithin

anhour....

Shestoodupandlaughedshaking

herheadthensheslappedhim

acrossthefaceasheblockedher.

Ken:Whatareyoudoing?

Didi:Waiponayouthinkitwaseasy

formetoacceptyouafterseeingyou

ontopofAmantleatthechalets?

Huh...I'llpullthiscathetersore

ao...oreao!



Heswallowedwithhisheart

poundingasshelookedatitand

lookedbackather...

Didi:(angrily)Kareoreoa!Oreao!

Ken:Soyou'regoingtodothiswith

ourchildreninthehouse?Atleast

havethedecencytofooltheminto

leaving

Didi:Soyouthinkhidingyourshit

fromthemmakesyouagoodfather?

Haveyouforgottenhowyou

abandonedmeandthem

Ken:(tearfullysmiled)Therewego!

SeeDidiyou'renotcapableof



forgivingyetyouwantpeopleto

forgetyourmistakes.Thisistheonly

reasonI'mdivorcingyou.Thefact

thatyouincapableofforgettingthe

past.Ican'tkeepdoingthis,ineedto

livemylife.ImadeamistakeandI

paidforit.Iamagoodfatherandyou

won'tconvincemeotherwise....

Didi:(tearfully)Iwasgoingtodrop

thechargesbutyoujustkissedyour

freedomgoodbye,infactI'mgoingto

tellthepolicethatyoukilledLore.

Youwanttostartyourlifeoverwith

the"holypastor'sdaughter"aftero

senagontsenyabokoa?Whois

goingtomarrymewithonebreast



andaboldheadfromthesurgeryi

hadtoundergo?

Ken:Youdon'tgetthatiwanttobe

withyou,iloveyou!Andidon'twant

anyoneexceptyoubutIwon'tbe

happybecauseyou'llalwaysremind

meofmypastwhileinevermention

yours.You'reevilandyoudon'thave

asinglecellofforgivenessinyour

heart.You'rewickedandnoamount

ofprayerswillchangeyou!

Shepulledoffthesheetsandpulled

offthecathetersashegrinnedthen

shepunchedhimasheputhisarms



aroundhisstabwound...

Ken:Didiwampolaa...Didi?

Shepickedtheplasticbedtableand

hithimbutheblockedandthedoor

opened,FaithandHazellookedather

tearfullythenZanewalkedoverand

lookedather...

Zane:Whatareyoudoing?

Hazel:Shehitdaddy!

Dididroppedthetableandrubbedof



hertearsasKenlookedattheblood

onhishandfromhiswoundandpee

flowingontheflow.....

Ken:Zanetakethemout,Idon'twant

themtoseemelikethisandineedto

gobacktothehospital.Yourmom

accidentallypulledoutmycatheter...

Faith:(lookingatDidi)Idon'tlikeyou.

Zane:Let'sgo..Gooutside,take

Hazel..

Zaneclosedthebedroomdoorand



slowlywalkedovertothebedwhere

hepeeledoffhisfather'ssheet,blood

andpeeweresoakingbedthenhe

lookedbackathismotherastears

rolleddownhischeeks.

Hislipstrembledandhestepped

backcrying....

Zane:Whydoyouhateeachother?I

can'ttakethisanymore...I'mnot

goingtocleanafteryourmess.I'm

done....I'mdone.Whydoihaveto

seealthesethings?Whycan'tijust

haveanormallife?Whydoihaveto



beaparenttoyourchildrenbecause

youwanttobechildren?Can'tyou

seeyou'reputtingtoomuchpressure

onme?Whendoifocusonmy

problems?(tearfully)Doyouknow

howdifficultitisformetosupport

mydaughterintheUSbecauseeach

timeisendtherentmoneyitturns

outtobepeanutseachtimeitgets

converted?Ihavetopayforherday

carebecauseLailahastogoto

school.Ibuyhereverything.I'mtrying

tobuildafamilyofmyown.Lailais

tryingtosupportmebuthereyou're

pullingmedown.Igotochurchto

prayforyoubutnothingischanging.



Noneofyouareworkingandihaveto

makesureyourboutiqueisrunning

properly.Ihadtocloseitdown

becauseicouldn'tcopeauntLolohad

herproblems.Therentmoneyigeti

mustsupportbothofyou,buy

toiletrieskeiseprison,buymamadilo

diyaspatelathensupportboFaithke

Hazel.Lenkimetsabotshelobecause

I'mnotlivinganymore,justwheni

thinkyou'rebothrecoveringsoyou

canworkandstarttakingoverall

theseresponsibilitiessoicanenjoy

mydaughteryoudothis?Itmustbea

cursetobeafirstborn.Icansee

whereallthisisgoingandiwon't



burryanyofyousoicaninherityour

problems.You'rebothbothstupid

andyouannoyme...Ican'tdothis....

I'mnotstrongenough.

Heshookhisheadastearsrolled

endlesslythenhesteppedoutand

closedthedoor.Herubbedoffhis

tearsandsquattedlookingathis

sisters..

Zane:I'mgoingforadrivebutican't

takeyouguysbecauseI'mnot

comingback.SithereandwatchTV

someonewillcomegetyou....



Faith:(Rubbedhistears)Whyare

crying?

Zane:(smiledtearfully)I'mnot

crying...Ihavetogoguys,iloveyou

ok?

Both:Ok

HekissedHazelonthecheekand

brushedherhairthenhestoodup

andhuggedFaith...

Zane:(huggedheragain)Can't

believeIhaven'tnoticedhowtall

you're...Iloveyouguysokay?



Both:Okay...

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoor

thentheystoodbythewindow

watchinghimdriveoff.

Hazel:Whereishegoing?

Faith:Idon'tknow.........

Goodnightfamily.

*

*

*



*

*

[9/4,12:30AM]MadamDee:Wicked

Me

✴166

AtLolo'sHouse....

MeanwhileLologlancedatherphone

screenandsighedthenshedialed

Aatile...

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Aorra?



Aatile:Keatsenanow.Sorry

tsalaame...

Hehungupandparkedoutsidethen

shepulleddownherdressasshe

openedthedoor,AatileandSediboth

closedthecardoorsasVivranover

thenLolorushedbacktothe

bedroomandwrappedherselfwitha

bigtowelthenshewalkedbackinas

AatileledSediinthehouse...

Vivranacrosstheroomandplayfully

touchedLoloastherantohersister's

room...



Viv:Himama!

Lolo:Heybaby...

Theyalltookasitandsighed...

Aatile:Wow,youlookbeautiful...

Wereyougoingout?

Lolo:(laughed)Noijustcamefrom

dinner

Aatile:Withtheclown?

Lolo:(laughed)Yeswiththeclown,

howareyouSedi?

Sedi:I'mfine,you?



Lolo:I'mgood...

Aatile:Andrew'sunclescameover

andexpressedtheirinterestinpaying

magadibutbeforeicouldannounce

ittothewholefamilyiwantedtotell

youfirstsowecanbesurewhereto

directpeopleforthemeetingske

lebilegoreBabyismydaughter,she

isaJohnson.Youknowwhenwegot

divorcedtheonlypersonwholeftthe

Johnsonfamilyisyoubutidon'twant

ustofightoverthisandspoilher

wedding.Ifyouwanttogoagainst

thetraditionanddoithereI'mfine

withittoo,themostimportantthing

kehappinessyagaBaby.



Lolo:(chuckled)I'msurprisedyouare

confusedbythisoreventhink

otherwise,iamawareofthefactthat

you'reBaby'sfatherandnotonce

haveyouactedotherwise.Itwouldbe

selfishformetowanttotakethepart

ofafathernowjustbecauseweare

talkingaboutmagadibutwhenyou

hadtopayherschoolfeesandattend

PTAmeetingsiwasn'ttakingallthe

responsibilities.Iamawarethatshe

isstillyoursandngwanaonyalelwa

kogorragwekoatsaletswengteng.I

don'twanttodoanythingthatwill

bringbadluckoranythingbadtomy

daughter'smarriage.I'veseenit



happenbanabadidivorceeba

nyalelwakogabonegagatwekake

thadileketsayabongwanake,dilodi

dirwakalenaneoandIwanttofollow

thattradition.

Aatile:(smiledlookinginhereyes)

Wow...Um...NowI'veranoutof

wordsbecauseiactuallyexpectedus

tohavealittle-

Lolo:(laughed)Calltheelderslenna

I'llletmyrelativesknowthenwecan

haveameetingandsetupagood

dateyapato.

Aatile:I'lldothatbythewaymaloba

kanakemaabaneDiditoldmethat



shedruggedyou.Iwasreally

disappointedbecauseinever

believedyou..(laughedandglanced

atSediadmiringher)Ieventoldmy

wifeaboutit,iwasreally

disappointed...I'dliketoapologise

fornotbelievingyou.Everythingthat

cameafterthatwasaresultofthat

becausennekeipoleletsegoreihate

youandallthosebutiwaswrong.

Lolo:Don'tworryaboutit,it'slife.I

madealotofmistakesinthepastso

it'sreasonableforpeopletodoubt

me.

Sedi:Lennaiwasabitshocked

becausekeitseBashaleagorata,i



amsorryforoverreactingaboutthe

wholething.

Lolo:(laughed)Nnyaammawena

gakegoblamehlehaelegolegonnye

iwouldhavedoneworse.Nomother

canbecalmautwagotwengwana

herdaughterwaapinched

Sedi:(laughed)Stillyouweren't

yourself,I'msorry

Lolo:It'sfine,it'sthepast...People

whyareeventalkingaboutthis?We

haveaweddingtopreparefor.Ijaand

CarlwantstogetmarriedokareBaby

andCarlsaidsomethingabouta

doubleweddingsoI'myettoconsult



myunclesaboutCarl,didyoutwo

talk?

Aatile:Wedidandhesaidhewouldn't

mindifiheadedthenegotiations

becausethesearemychildrenbutit

wasjustbeforedivorce.Ithinkit

wouldonlybefairifCarl's

negotiationsaredonehere.I'llbe

therethroughout,I'llmakesure

everythingrunssmoothnnaleuncle.

Lolo:Perfect,iwasthinkingthesame

thing......(shouted)Setso?Tisetsa

papalemmagweBashaletee

Setso:(fromtheroom)Emma!



Lolotookoutherphoneandtexted

astheyallchattedmoreaboutthe

weddingnegotiations...

Lolo:Hey,wejustwrappedupthe

discussion,shallwekanaorobetse?

Him:Uhgreat,justleftthegym.

Shouldipassby?

Lolo:Sure

Him:Butgorayagorewewillbe

indoorshelaineedtogoshower

Lolo:Noproblem,I'llmakeyouthat

lovelysnackyoubeenbuggingme

about



Him:Lolihatetheraisinsthough

Lolo:Wewillgetsomeatthefilling

station.

Him:Sweet.

Sheputherphonedownand

cleamrrd5thetableasSetsobrought

abigtray...

Aatile:Thanksyou

Setso:Papaweegatweretekadi

gloveonWednesday,wearegoingto

doanexperimentatthelab

Aatile:I'lltrytofindyouapairof



glovesatwork

Sedi:Ihaveafirstaidboxinthecar

oteotseedikeyochekemoteng

Lolo:Sedithemphaboxyothemotho

wamodimo,ineedthemheremmaI

boughtapacketanditjustfinished.

Sedi:Shewillcheckforyoubutdifew,

I'llgetyouafullbox.

Lolo:Thanks..

Setsobroughtabowlofyellowish

muffinsandsconeswiththeteaand

everyonedugin...



Atthehospital....

Jantappedherbootonthefloor

anxiouslywaitingbythechairsthen

Agathapacedoverwithabottleof

waterandsatnexttoher,Jandrunk

halfthebottleandstooduppacing

upanddownrubbinghermustache...

Agatha:Haveasit....Hewillbefine...

Jan:Helostalotofblood...

Agatha:Hewillbefine...

Twonurseswalkedpastthemand



glancedatJanwithadmiration...

Nurse:Hi

Jan:(flashedasmile)Hey...

Janlookedatthemastheywalked

awaythenshesatdownpoppingher

knucklesasAgathaangrilylookedat

her...

Agatha:Idon'tlikethewayyou

lookedatherorthewayshelooked

atyou

Jan:Shejustsaidhi



Agatha:Andididn'tlikethetoneof

hervoiceeither!Nexttimeagirl

greetsyouwiththatgrinyoudon't

respond.Shetotallydidthat

intentionallyandfellforit.I'msure

shedoesn'tevenknowyou're

transgender

Jan:Whatdifferencewoulditmakeif

sheknewI'mtrans?(stoodand

sighedfixinghersweatpants)I'mnot

dealingwithyounow,myfatherisin

thehospitalandyou'refussingabout

anursesayinghitome?

Agatha:Behonest,didn'tyouseeshe

likedyou?Sheevenreducedherpace

justtosayhibutshecanmesitting



here

Jansighedandshookherhead..

Jan:Babe...I'msorry,ididn'tknowi

wasflirtingwithher.Shesaidhiisaid

hey,idon'tevenknowherbutI'm

sorryforhurtingyourfeelings.It

won'thappen

Agatha:Really?

Jan:Yesreally...comehere...

Hepulledherupandhuggedheras

thesamenursewalkedpastthem



smilingatJanbehindAgatha,Jan

glancedatherandquicklylooked

downkissingAgatha'sneckand

leaningback...

Jan:Iwon'tcheatonyou...Whereis

allthesecoming?Ithoughtwe

trustedeachother

Agatha:(tearfully)I'mjustscared...

Withthisbottomsurgerycomingup

and...I'mexcitedbutifeellike...

Jan:(smiledandkissedherlookingin

hereyes)Iwon'tcheatonyou...We

aregoingtogetherandI'mgonnaget

youthisnicehummer....justforyou



thenI'mgoingtocomebackhereand

changemysexontheI'dthenmarry

youandlivehappilyeverafter.

Agatha:(blushed)Can'twaitforthis

dick...Doigettochoosethesize?

Jan:(laughed)Yeah,wechoosethe

sizedaysbeforesurgery.

Agatha:(huggingher)Iloveyou

Jan:Iloveyoutoo..

Anothermaturenursesteppedout

andcalledthemthenJanwalkedin

holdingAgatha'shand.....



Nurse:Thedoctorgavehimmore

painmedicationbecauseacatheter

isverypainful,pleasebecarefulwith

it.Hewillonlyuseitforseveraldays.

Nextweekitwillbeoff.Acoupleof

stitcheswereloosebutwefixedthat

aswell,theonlyproblemnowke

pain..

Jan:Okay..

Nurse:Heseemstobeunderalotof

stress,hisBPishigh-notthathigh

butit'snotnormal.

Jan:Alothasbeengoingonbut

thankyou.Ishegettingadmitted?

Nurse:No,thereisnoneed.Please



collecthismedicineatthepharmacy..

Jan:Thanks...

Agathagotthemedicalcardsand

headedtothepharmacywhileJan

pushedKenoutashelaidonthe

bed...

Ken:(lowvoice)Whydon'tyouusea

wheelchair

Nurse:It'sstillokay...

Jan:Thankyousomuch....

Janpushedhimtotheemergency



parkingwhereshestruggledtoget

himinthecarandfinallypushedthe

slimbedbackinsidethenhegotback

inthecarandlookedatherfatheron

themirror...

Jan:Areyouokay?

Ken:Yes..

Jan:I'mplanningtogotoabroadto

havemybottomsurgery.I'vebeen

savingforitforlongtimenowand

lastmonthifinallyreachedthegoal.I

havebookedanappointmentwiththe

surgeon,I'vebeenontransition

hormonesforawhilethat'swhyI'm



growingbeard,voicegettingdeeper

andgettingallmasculinity.Agathais

comingwithmesoshecanassist

mewhenI'msick...

Ken:Bottomsurgerykeeng?

Jan:I'mgoingtoremovefemale

gentilesandputmale

Ken:Theycandothat?

Jan:Yeah

Ken:Andthepeniscanwork?

Jan:(laughed)Yes,I'llhaveerections

andI'llfeelpleasurejustlikeany

otherman

Ken:Wow...Doyouchooseasize?



Jan:Yeah,ipicked8Inchesthen

whenicomebackiwanttochange

mysexontheIDandgetmarried.

Ken:Soundslikequiteajourney

Jan:Doihaveyourblessings?

Ken:Ofcourse,aslongasyouare

happyI'mhappy.Itstheleastican

do..

Agathagotinthecarwithmedicine

thenJanreversedthecar...

Jan:I'mnottakingyouhome,I'm

takingyoutomyhouseuntilyouhave



healed.Idon'tknowwhatyouare

fightingaboutwithauntieandidon't

wanttobeinvolvedbutican'twatch

youinpainlikethis.

Ken:No,ican'tstayinyourhouse

especiallywhenI'msick-

Jan:I'mnotaskingyoupapa,iwas

justtellingyou.Themaidhasmoved

herbagsalreadyandI'mstilltryingto

getholdofZane

Ken:Iwonderwhereheis...

AtDidi'sHouse.....



Didistaggeredaroundthehouse

changingthebeddingandheadedto

thelivingroomwhereFaithandHazel

werewatchingTV....

Didi:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Hazel:Yes

Didi:FaithI'mtalkingtoyou

Faith:I'mnottalkingtoyou,you'rea

notanicepersonandidon'tlikeyou.

Idon'twantyoutobemymother

becauseyouhitdaddy.

Didi:Suityourselfbabygirl,gakena

nakoyagorapelangwanakemo

tshotse.



Faith:YoushouldstaywithAuntie

LoloandletusstaywithDaddy

becauseyou'renotnicetous.You

madedaddydropthekeyboardand

wecan'tpracticeforchurchanymore.

Shewalkedinthebedroomandlaid

onthebedcheckingoutheritching

bedsoresthenherphonerang....

Didi:hello?

Lolo:Whereareyou?

Didi:I'llsendZaneformyclothes,i

wanttostayherewithKen.



Lolo:You'renotfit,Kenissickand

you'resicktoo,howcanyou-

Didi:(tearfully)I'mjustfightingformy

marriage

Lolo:Whathappened?Areyouok?

Didi:Hestillwantstodivorce...Andi

madeamistakeagainmentioninghis

pastbutudidn'tmeanit.Iwasjust

angry.WhenI'mangryIsaythingsi

don'tmean....Ipulledouthis

catheters

Lolo:(shocked)OhnoDididoyou

haveanyideahowpainfulthose

thingsare?

Didi:Ihadthemaftermysurgeryof



courseiknow...(crying)Ifeelguilty

andithinkIlosthimforgood.The

childrensawmehittinghimandnow

Faithstartedonheridon'tlikeyou

line

Lolo:Uhkanagaareidon'tlikeyou

Faithwaboachaisitsejalo,togaare

eneobatagonnalerragwe.Girls

lovetheirfatherskana

Didi:Shejustsaidthatminutesago...

Lolo:Wewilltalklater,I'mwithAatile

andthewifebaeleeneomotseleng.

Didi:Okaybye...

Shehungupandlaiddown...



AtLolo'sHouse....

Shehungupandsighedsittingonthe

bedthensheappliedfeetlotionon

hersoftfeetandthenputatoering

onherlongnicelyarrangedtoesand

putonherflip-flopsthenshestuck

hertongueoutadmiringherselfon

themirrorinherniceabovetheknee

dress.Shegrabbedasilkscarfand

wrappeditaroundherlongweave....

Meanwhiledieselenginestopped

outsideasSetsocollectedthetea



cupsandclearedthetable,Aatileand

SedistoodupasLolowalkedoutof

thebedroomlookingcasuallyyoung...

Aatile:Wehavetogetgoing

Lolo:Ohgood,iwasjustaboutto

leave...

Aatilelookedatherkneesandlooked

awayassheledthemout,heheart

skippedandhealmostmissedastep

lookingathisboss'scar...

Hesteppedoutandspreadhisarms



asLologotbetweenhisshoulders

andheclosedherinwithalittlesigh...

Him:Hey

Lolo:Hi..

AatileputhisarmbehindSedi'sback

asheshookhandswithhisbosswho

hadhisarmaroundLolo...

Him:Johnson...

Aatile:Goodevening...(toSedi)Babe

thisismysupervisorMrMasilo...

Silosthisismywife



MrMasilo:(smiledandshookher

hand)Nicetomeetyou

MrsJohnson:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Aatile:Weshouldgetgoing

Lolo:Bye

TheygotinthecarthenVivranover

andjumpedinbeforeAatiledroveout

thegatewithalittlesmileonhisface

somuchhewasn'tawarehrwas

smiling...

Sedi:What?

Aatile:(laughed)Nothing,what?



Sedi:(thefunnylookhehadmadeher

laugh)Seriously,whatisit?

Aatile:(laughedandleanedover

kissingher)Iloveyouthat'sall....

Hejoinedtheroadandturnedupthe

musicasVivhummedplayingwith

herdoll.....

AtDidi'sHouse.....

LaterthatnightHazelcrawledonthe

bedthenDidiwokeupandchecked

thetime,itwasalittlebefore



midnightandthehousewasquiet.

ShedialedZanebuthisphonerang

unansweredthenshedialedKen....

Ken:Hello?

Didi:Hi,howareyoufeeling?Areyou

stillatthehospital?

Ken:Canyoupleasestopcallingme?

Can'twejustendthingslikeadults?

Wearetraumatisingthesechildren

andverysoonorlatertheywillhave

tochoosesides.

Didi:Okay,I'msorry.Iguessittakes



morethanloveforamarriageto

survive.

Ken:I'mgladyouknowthatnow,no

marriagecansurvivewithout

forgiveness.Bye.TellZanetocallme

ifyougetholdofhim,heisnot

pickingmycalls.

Didi:Okay

Shehungupandputthephonedown

thensheopenedthewardrobeand

gotthepapers.Sheputthemonthe

bedandputherhandoverthemthen

sheclosedhereyes...



Didi:Thankyouforgivingmean

opportunitytobeawifeandmother,i

gotlostonthewaybutmylovefor

thismanandhischildrennever

wavered.IlovehimandI'llcontinue

tolovehimeveninseparate.Giveme

thestrengthtoacceptthingsicannot

changeandmostofallstrengthen

myfaithbecauseidon'ttrustyou.

(tearfully)Godyouabandonedme

duringdifficulttimesinmylifeandi

doubtedyourexistenceifnotlove.

Restoremyfaith,iwanttofeelwhat

it'sliketobeinspiritandpraise.In

Jesusnameipray,Amen.



Sherubbedofhertearsandremoved

thepenlidstickingittothebottom

thensheputherhanddownand

signed...

AMONTHLATER....

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheairport....

ZanebumpedshoulderswithJanand

huggedAgatha...

Jan:Takecare...(smiledboyishlyand

pointedathim)Don'tberunning

awayagain

Zane:(laughed)Ifididn'tneeda

parent'ssignatureI'dbeinOklahoma

bynow.

Jan:(laughed)Youcan'trunaway

fromyourproblems



Zane:Justgogetadick...(laughed)i

can'tbelieveyoupickedabigone,so

selfish

Jan:(laughedandpointedatAgatha)

Tellherthat,Isaid6andshesaid8,i

waslikewtf?AndnowI'llbewalking

aroundwithaheavythingbetween

mylegs.

Zane:Ifsheishappy,you'regood

isn'tthatwhatit'smadefor.

Agatha:(smilednaughty)Thanks,at

leastsomeoneunderstands

Zane:Butmydadsaysitdon'tmatter

whatsizeyouhave,ifyoudon'tknow

howtouseityou'reasgoodas



emptyhanded.

Jan:Iknowathingortwoabout

pleasingawoman,itcomesnaturally

tome.

Zane:(laughed)Seeyousoon

Jan:cheers!

Zanewalkedoutandtheycheckedin

asAgathaexcitedlyheldJan'shand

lookingouttheglass....

Agatha:I'veneverbeenonaplane

before

Jan:(huggedherfrombehindand



kissedherneck)Iknow

Agatha:Ican'twaittogetinbaa

diega

Janlaughedatherastheyhanded

theirdocuments....

AtBlue-skyCleaners....

MinuteslaterZaneparkednexttohis

father'scarandwalkedinthroughthe

backdoorallthewaytoKen'soffice.

Heknockedonthedoorandstuckhis



headin.Thereweretwoyoungmen

sittingonthechairasKenhanded

themenvelopes...

Ken:ComeinandmeetZane...The

Zanewhohijackedyourname

Guy:(smiled)OhthisisZane.?

Zaneshookhandswiththeguysas

theysmiledathimrespectfully...

Ken:Thesearetheguysiwastelling

youaboutfromprison,thisis

OmogoloandLereo.Guysthisismy



son..

Zane:Nicetomeetyou

Omogolo:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Lereo:Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Zane:Whatwereyouinfor?

Lereo:Mystepfatherabusedmy

mothersoonedayijustlostit.Itwas

hardtowatchhimabusemymother

infrontofmylittlebrother.

Zane:Wow...Ineverthoughtpeople

wenttojailfordoinggood.IwishI

washalfthemanyou're.Sowhat

happenedtoyourcase?

Lereo:Hedroppedthechargesbut



onlybecausehewantedmymother

todropherchargesagainsthim.

Zane:Sonof-agun....

Ken:(sighed)Theseguyswillbe

workingatthecarwash,cleaning

cars,couches,carpets,etc...andalso

withchemicalintensivecleaningfor

housecallsthoughfornowit'sjust

carwashbecauseIwanttotrain

themonchemicalsforacoupleof

weeks.They'rejoiningthosetwo

guys.

Zane:Okay...

Ken:GuysZaneisyoursupervisor,

anythingyouneedlethimknowand



hewilltakecareofit.

Lereo:Thankyoupastor

Zane:Omogologankeabua?

Omogolo:(smiledshyly)Kereeditse

akereboss

Zane:(bumpedshoulderswithhim)

Skantshabalaiteaka...

Omogolo:(laughed)Thanks..

Zane:Let'sgo...I'llshowyouthe

way...

Zaneledthemoutsideastheywalked

behindhimlikepuppies...



Lereo:Iforgottoask,dowegetpaid

byhandoryou'llopenaccountsfor

us?

Zane:I'llaskmydad,igetpaid

throughmyfutureforwardcard

thingybecauseihaven'tturned18yet

Omogolo:What?

Lereo:Seriousyournotover18?

Zane:(laughed)No,I'mjusttootall.

Theyjoinedotherguyswhowere

washingcarsundertheshade....

AtMrFriday'sOffice....



DidiwaitedbythechairasthePA

walkedover...

PA:Youmaygoin..

ShestoodupandwalkedinasMr

Fridaywastalkingtothephonethen

hehungupandofferedheraseat...

Didi:Thankyou

Friday:MrsDee,howareyou?

Didi:I'mfine.

Friday:IheardwhatKendid,sorry



Didi:It'sokay

Friday:I'mnotreallysorryI'mjust

sayingbecausethat'swhatpeople

saybutI'dhavedoneworseifIwasin

hisshoes.Mywifewouldnever

dreamofleavingmeinthehouse

tabeantwaelamogomaswe.

Didi:(laughed)Canwetalkabout

whaticamefor?Ineverknewyou

hadthispersonalityofcourseyou'd

beKen'sfriend.

Friday:(laughed)Pardonmymanners,

howcanIhelpyou?

Didi:AloneJohnsonwasmy

childhoodfriendandasgirlsgrowing



upwewerecloseuntilboyscame

betweenus.Shehasdonebadthings

tomeandididn'trespond

immediately.Ikeptthepainforyears

andonlyhadthegutsto"makeher

pay"recentlywhichdidn'tbearthe

fruitsIthoughttheywould

Friday:Areyoutheonewhodrugged

her?

Didi:Yes

Friday:Iknewsomethingwasn'tright

becausenoneofourworkerswould

dothat-waithowdoiknowifbothof

youdidn'tcookthis.

Didi:Shewaspregnant,doyouthink



asanewomanwouldtakedrugs

whilepregnant?

Friday:Shewas?

Didi:Shehadtripletsbutonlyone

survived.

Hestaredatherspeechlessly.....

AtLolo'sHouse....

MeanwhileLolocleanedthehouseas

Mofenyisatonthecarpetsurrounded

bytoys,thephonerangthenhe

turnedlookingatthecouch.



Lolohurriedoverholdingafeather

dusterandpicked..

Lolo:Hello?

Him:HeyI'mknockingoffearlytoday

willyoucomeoverwithVictor?

Lolo:Noproblem,whattime?

Him:7pm

Lolo:Noproblem

Him:Later

Lolo:Bye



Shehungupthenanothercallcame

in....

Lolo:Hello?

PA:HiMrsJohnson

Lolo:HiResa

PA:MrFridaywouldliketoseeyou

tomorrowbetween9amand11am

whichtimeisgoodforyou?

Lolo:9amisfine

PA:thankyou,I'llscheduleit.Nice

hearingfromyouagainbosslady

Lolo:likewise...



Shehungupandsighedwithawide

smilethenshedialedAatile....

Aatile:Hello?

Lolo:Friday'sofficejustcalledme,

I'mfreakingout.Doyouthinkthey

wanttorehireme?Ketshogilegore

Aatile:(laughed)Maybethatsnakeof

afriendfinallytoldthemwhatshedid

Lolo:Gatwesnake,tsekbye.

Aatile:(laughed)Congratulations...

Theyobviouslywanttoofferyou

something.Anywayrethubaleng

magadikante?



Lolo:(laughed)Obatarejebogadi

jwangwananerraelegoneneng

botswalastweek?

Aatile:Kebatagoikhaunyaketsee

tsepedinyanahagoMambakata

haale

Lolo:(laughed)Rejabokaeee?Akere

youdepositeditinyouraccountska

bechetsaSedikabogadi

Aatile:Areje1K-1Kthenkeeptherest

toassistheronthewedding

preparations.

Lolo:(laughed)Okay

Aatile:(laughed)GatweokayI'm

kidding...(theylaughed)



congratulationsonthejob.Iknow

yougotit

Lolo:(laughed)Thanks...Bye

Shehungandsighedthenshe

continuedcleaning....

AtLetsholathebehospital......

LateronDidistoppedthecarand

fixedherheadscarflookingat

herselfonthemirrorthenshefixed

hertop,shefeltlikeherbrawasn't

fullenoughandgrabbedabunchof



tissuesfillingtheemptybreastthen

shebuttonedupandsteppedoutof

thecarjustasBayangwaswalking

outofthebuildingtalkingtothe

phone..

Hehungupandwalkedovertoher...

Bayang:Hi

Didi:Hi...

Shenoticedhewaswearingaring

andswallowed,yeahpartofherwas

hurt.Thatwastheonlymanthatever



lovedhergenuinelyandmaybeshe

wouldhaveknownwhatshewas

missingafterfinalisingherdivorce..

Henoticedshewaswearinghis

necklaceandsmiledfixingher

headwrap...

Bayang:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Didi:Icameforthecheckup

Bayang:Oh,ok

Didi:Congratulations,whydidn'tyou

inviteme?

Bayang:Itwouldneverfeelrightto



marryanotherwomaninfrontofyou.

I'dfeellikeI'mcheatingonyou

besidesididn'tthinkyou'dcome.

Didi:Iwouldhavecamebut

congratulations,Kamoisanice

younglady.

Bayang:Thanks,I'mleavingforthe

honeymoontomorrow.

Didi:Whereto?

Bayang:Madagascar

Didi:Nice,(smiled)icanimaginethe

funyoutwowillhave...Walkinginthe

sand,thewindblowingherhairasthe

oceanmadethosewaves...

Bayang:(sadlylookinginhereyes)



Youknowitcouldhavebeenusright?

Tearsfilledhereyesandshelooked

awayrubbinghereyes...

Bayang:Whydidn'tyoulovemeDee?

Didi:Youweretooniceandithoughti

neededabadboybutnow...Iwant

exactlywhatyorebutthenitslate...

You'retaken

Bayang:Yeah....Iwaitedforyouas

muchasIcouldbutKamoproved

herselftobewhatibeenlookingfor.

Sometimesifeellikeifyouwerethe

typesofwomenwhodon'thang



aroundwithpacksoffriendsyou

wouldhaveturnedoutagoodwife

becauseyou'reareallygoodperson.

Yourdownfallwasfriendsandmost

ofyourbaddecisionswerearesultof

someoneelse.

Didi:Mygrandmotheralwayssaida

womanwithoutfriendsmakesa

goodwifeandmother.Ididn't

understandwhatshewastryingto

tellmeallthoseyears..(laughedand

lookedinhiseyes)Andshelovedyou

verymuchwagakologelwa?

Bayang:(smiled)Shelovedmeand

alwaysprayedformegotwe"God

blessyouson"...I'dfindhersittingon



themiddleoftheyardexhaustedand

fetchedwaterforherthenmadefire

andputthepotonthefirebefore

going.Ketaagobelelwasiblessings

(theylaughed)Nekefilaspecialblind

keutwabosoninlaw

Didi:GaakareBayang...Shetruly

believedyou'dmarryme.

Bayang:Shewasright,I'dhave

marriedyouandneverdivorcedyou.

Didi:(laughed)IjaBayang

Bayang:(laughedandhuggedher)

Nicetomeetyouagain,bye

Didi:Nicetoseeyouagain,Bye..



Hewalkedawaythenshegotinthe

hospital......

AtMasilo'sHouse....

LaterthateveningLoloknockedon

thedoorholdingMofenyitoherwaist

thenthedooropened,Masilosmiled

andpickedMofenyiasadelicious

aromaspewedover...

Lolo:Hey.

Masilo:Hi,comein...



Shefollowedhiminandsheput

MofenyiinawalkerwhichMofenyi

excitedlypushedaroundcocoing

admiringthecolorsinfrontofhim...

Masilo:Iboughtthiswalkermaloba,

thoughthemightneeditwhile

visiting...

Lolo:(laughed)Iwasabouttoask...

Somethingisburninginthekitchen..

Masilo:Ohno!

HehurriedtothekitchenthenLolo

switchedtheTVonforMofenyiand

joinedhiminthekitchen.



Shepausedandsmiledstandingat

thedooradmiringhimasheturned

thefoodwithabigspoon...

Lolo:Itsmellsnice

Masilo:(laughed)Stoplying,come

here...

Heblewonthesoupandmadeher

tasteasshesmiledshrinkingher

eyesthenhekissedhergorgeous

facebeforeshecouldsayanything....



Lolo:It'sperfect.

Heswitchedthestoveoffandkissed

heragainstthefridgeasthey

moanedsoftlythenhegrabbedher

handandledhertothebedroomas

shegiggledrubbinghermouth...

Lolo:Whatareyoudoing?

Heclosedthedoorandhungrily

kissedherastheybothfellonthe

bedthenhepulledthefirstdrawer

andputaboxofcondomsonthebed.



Hegotontopkissingherandpaused

tearingthecondomasLolostaredat

hiserectmachine,herolledonhalfof

therubberwrappinghiswholething

andgotontopofherassheputher

armsaroundhimclosinghereyes

receivinghissoftkiss.

Hetouchedhermoistkitkatguiding

hisblackmachineand#removed....

*

*

*



*

*
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AtMasilo'sHouse....



LaterthateveningMasiloslowlygot

offthebedandlaidLolo'sheadon

thepillowasshelaidasleepwithher

lipsslightlypartedthenhewalkedout

ofthebedroomslidinghist-shirton

asMofenyisuckedhistoyandhitthe

LCDscreen,heleanedoverand

pickedhimupwalkingtothekitchen

withhim...

Masilo:Yousmellnice....kantele

tapisiwakaengsesenkgang

bonnanayaana...(smiledlookingat

him)Vickos?



Heputhimonthewaistandputfood

intheplatethenhesatonthecouch

andputhisfeetonthetableandlaid

Mofenyionhischestthenhelifted

theremotechangingthechannel...

Masilo:Kelebellagameatona

monnaarentseboBoomerang...

Mofenyigiggledsuckinghistoythen

hetuckledhimagain...

Masilo:Boomerang!(shechuckled



loudly)Boomerang!

AtKen'sHouse.....

OnthesameeveningKendrove

throughthegateandparkedthecar

thenhesighedleaningbackonthe

seat.Everythingwasgoingwellfor

himandhewashappybutwashe?

Hejustalwayshadthatemptyfeeling

inhisheartandhewasn'tsurewhatit

was.

Heclosedthedoorandsteppedout

withhislaptopashewalkedinthe



house,thepastor'sdaughterwas

cookinginthekitchenwhileFaith

helpedwiththedishesandHazellaid

asleeponthecouchnexttoZane

whowaswatchingTV...

Zane:Ohheypaps

Ken:Hi...

Hewalkedtothekitchenwhere

Kesegofetsewascooking,hepassed

tothefridgeandpouredajuice...

Ken:Hi



Kese:Hi...

Faith:Daddytheteacherwantstosee

you

Ken:Why?

Faith:Idon'tknow,heaskedmeto

tellyoutocometoschool.

Ken:Okay....

Kese:I'llserveyouinaaminute...

Ken:Ok...

Heheadedtothebedroomandstood

bythelaundrybaskettakingoffhis

clothesanddroppingtheminthe

basketthenhesatonthebedand



finallyfelldownstaringatthelight....

Heleapedupandopenedthewindow

staringoutsidethoughtfullythen

therewasaknock...

Kese:Ketisitsedijo

Ken:Emapele...

Hegrabbedatowelandwrapped

himselfthenheopenedthedoorand

putouthisarmgrabbingthewarm

platebutshedidn'tletgo,insteadshe

lookedinhiseyesashelookedback



inherswhiletheybothhelditoneach

side.

Kese:Juiceorwater?

Ken:Water

Shestillhelditashetriedtopullit

back...

Ken:Lesaplate..

Kese:(smiled)Sorry...

Shecouldonlyseeaquarterofhis

chestandthedickpointersgoing



downthetowel...

Ken:Youforgottobringthefork.

Kese:I'llbringit...

Heclosedthedoorandsatonthe

bedputtingtheplatenexttohimthen

hetookouthisphoneandloggedin

Facebook.Whoeverhewasstalking

hadn'tpostedanypictures,instead

shewassharingscripturesand

wisdomquoteswhichreallyspoke

volumes.Themessagesonher

shareswerepowerful,fullofregrets

buthopefulofarestoration.



ThedooropenedthenKesewalkedin

anfhandedhimaforkandadrink...

Ken:Onneonokabeforeotsena..

Kese:(smiled)Why?

Ken:(lookedupather)Gaoka

mphithelakesaaparaotaareng?

Kese:I'dsuckyou...

Theybothstaredatoneanotherthen

shetookhisphoneawayfromhis

handsandopenedhislegsstanding

between,sheputhanduphertopand



heswallowedholdingherfreshintact

breast,hernippleswerepointyand

tinythenhepulledoutandlooked

down..

Ken:Gotoyourroom...

Kese:Iknowyouwantit...Youbeen

inprisonfortoolongandyou're

separatedsoI'mwillingtohelpyou

eveninthebedroom.

Ken:ThanksbutI'mgood...

Kese:Areyoushypastor?Iknow

thereisabeastinsideyou...Youwere

abadboysoofcourseyouwantto

pinmedown.Don'tletmestop,take



it...That'swhyI'mhere.

Sheleanedoverandkissedhimthem

shepushedhimdownandsatonhis

chestkissinghimpressinghishands

onthebed.Shepausedandpulled

outhert-shirtandherperfection

broughttearstohiseyes....Therehe

waspresentedwithayounggirlthat

hadn'tgivenbirthnorhadherbreasts

sucked,herskinwassmoothassilk

andshenodoubtbeautiful,shewas

anAfricanbeautyfromagood

Christianfamily.Herfatherlovedhim

andshecookedsowellbutforsome

reasonshefeltweirdthanthe



roughnessofhiswife'sskinand

knowingwhyitshehadthoseburn

scars,operationtracesmeantso

muchmore.Seeitwasn'tjustabody

thatcarriedmemoriesofpainbuta

signofloveandsacrificenotmany

womenwoulddoforamanandnow

lookingatKese'sbeautifulnatural

intactbreastsgothimwondering

whatDidilookedlikewithouther

otherbreast.Kese'shairlinemade

himfeelguilty,Didihadnothinglike

thatbecauseshehadascaronthe

head...Thisbodywasexactlyhow

Didilookedwhenhemether-Before

shegavebirthtohischildren,before



sheburnedherselfforhimandbefore

shehadaheadinjury.Forthefirst

timeinhislifeitwasn'tabouta

woman'sbeauty,thefreshnessand

theperfectionhecouldn'tevenerect

fromthekissesthisgirlwasplanting

onhisneckandrubbingherselfon

hisweapon.

Ken:(softly)Kesestop....Getoffme...

Shecontinuedkissinghimgoing

downhisneckandhepushedher

off...



Ken:(impatiently)Getoff...

Sherolledbackandfelldownthebed

thenhequicklyhelpedheruprubbing

herelbows...

Ken:I'msorry,ididn'tmeantopush

youtoohard...

Shetearfullylookedathim

embarrassedandcoveredher

breaststhenhepickedhert-shirtand

dressedher...



Ken:I'msorry....I'mgoingthrough

shitrightnow,I'mnotreadyfor

anything.I'mona2yearseparation

withmywifeandidon'twanttobe

involvedinanyromanticrelationship.

I'monlyfocusingonmychildren,I'm

sorry..

Kese:(lookingdown)It'sok,ishould

betheoneapologising...I'mso

embarrassedrightnow

Ken:Don'tbe,Iwon'ttellanyone...Go

toyourroom

Kese:(tearfullywalkedoutcurving

herlipsdown)Sorry....



Sheclosedthedoorthensheputhis

handsoverhisfaceandsighedin

disbelief,hepacedaroundthehouse

holdinghiswaistandsatonthebed

thenhecoveredhisfaceclosinghis

eyes.

Ken:(annoyedwithhimself)Fuck!

Hethrewhimselfbackandpunched

thebedchanting,"Fuck,fuck,fuck!"

thenhecaughthisbreathandsaton

theedgeofthebed...

Ken:Great,nowI'mlosingmymind...



BravoKen,bravostupid!

Hesighedandgrabbedhisfood.

***

Oncehewasdoneeatinghehelped

Faithwithhomeworkandlatertucked

thegirlsinbedbeforeknockingon

Kese'sdoor.Sheopenedthedoor

andlookedathimbuthewasn't

exactlylookinginhereyes.Helooked

downandscratchedthebackofhis

head...



Ken:Kamosooboelelapengautwa?

Kese:What?Why?

Ken:IthinkI'llmanagethekidsonmy

ownnowbesidesyoucamehere

becauseiwassickbutnowI'mfine

so...Yeah-youdidyourpartandi

appreciateit,I'msureI'mnotpaying

youenough

Kese:I'mnotdoingitforthemoney,

youdon'thavetopayme

Ken:(sighed)YeahbutI'mgoodnow

so...Let'sjustdothingsaccordingto

theinitialplan

Kese:Imadeyouuncomfortablewith



thatkiss?

Ken:No,ithasnothingtodowiththat.

Iwasstillgoingtotellyoutoleave.

(hehandedherP900.Iknowipaid

youlastweekbutthat'sjustfornot

givingyounoticeorsomething.I

knowyouweren'tworkingbutijust

havetothankyou.

Kese:Kenplease.I'msorry

Ken:Goodnight

Shesadlywatchedhimashewalked

tothelivingroomwherehejoinedhis

sononthecouchthensheclosedthe

doorandpackedherthingsforthe



nextmorning.

AtDidi'sHouse....

MeanwhileDidiwarmedherleftovers

fromsupperandwalkedtotheliving

roomholdingaplateoffoodanda

glassofwater,shesatdownand

sighedpullingablanketoverherself.

Herhousewasquietandquitelonely,

itwaslikebeingtrappedinahospital

bedexceptshecouldn'thearthe

beepingmachinesbutshewas

slowlyadjustingandacceptingher



fate.Herchildrenwerehappywith

theirfatherandthemaidapparently

didagoodjob,itwasmorethanshe

couldaskfor...

Shegrabbedtheremoteand

switchedontheTVthenshe

switchedthechannelsandlandedon

JudgeJudy,sheincreasedthe

volumeandwatchedeating...

Interestingcasesandshelaughedat

thejudge'scomments,therewasa

knockonthedoorandshewalked

overchewingandopened...



Brandon:(smiled)Hi

Didi:(frowned)Whatdoyouwant?

Brandon:I'msorryaboutwhatyou

wentthrough,iheardyou're-

Didi:Don'tevercometomyhouse

yougetme?SoyouheardIwason

separationandthoughtyou'dcome

hereandwhat?Soothme?Idon't

needyoursorriesleavebeforeke

leoha.

Brandon:AoDidimmaake-

Didi:(angrily)Brandonkaretsamaa!

Ketogakegongatakanamaemo

mathoo!



Brandon:Ok,I'msorry...

Hewalkedawaythenheturnedback

lookingather...

Brandon:AndKenhasbeenstaying

withKeseforlikeamonthnow

Shetearfullyhithimwiththepieceof

meantonthefaceandrubbedher

eyes...

Didi:Nxla!Keriletsamaa!Iknowhe

issleepingwithher,whatdoyou



wantmetodo?Kereng?Akereigo

tochurcheverySundayandiseeher

carryingmydaughter,talkingtomy

husbandandwhisperingtohimeach

chanceshegets,kerengnna?Don't

evercometomyhouse.

Sheslammedthedoorandsliddown

cryingastearsrolleddownher

cheeks.Kesewasbeautifuland

young,shewenttochurchevery

Sundayandprobablyknewevery

verseinthebible.Thesewerethe

thingsshedidn'thave,shehadn't

beenputtingonmakeuplatelyand

showedherjusthowuglyandoldshe



wasgetting.Thewrinklesandsmall

tracesofgrayhairandheatwaves

shehadbeengetting,shehadn'thad

anormalperiodin2months.Itwas

reducingandsheknewitwas

impossibletostartover,damn

whoeversaidlifebegunat40.Was

sheevensupposedtobegettingon

menopausesoearly?Shehadspent

herlifeangryandbittersomuchshe

didn'tknowwhatshehaduntilshe

lostit.

Didi:(crying)Nooneisgoingtospoil

mymood...I'mfinealone...I've

alwaysbeenalone...Atleastnowi



haveelectricityandaTVsoyesi

madeitbecauseidon'tstayina

traditionalhut,mmamaimadeit.

(rubbedhertears)Imadeit...

Shestooduprubbinghertearsand

satonthecouchwatchingTVasshe

continuedeatingherfood,shegot

lostintheprogramandlaughedas

thejudgerudelydeliveredher

judgement..

AtLolo'sHouse....

ThenextmorningMasiloparkedin



frontofthehouseasthechildren

walkedoutintheiruniform...

Lolo:Ican'tbelieveicameinthe

morning,koorekerutabongwanake

engneKagelelo

Him:(laughed)Bataathaloganya...

Lolo:(blushing)Thanksforlastnight

Him:Sure..

Sheleanedoverandkissedhimbut

hekissedbackreluctantlyandsighed

leaningback...



Lolo:Bye

Him:Bye

ShejumpedoffandgotMofenyithen

sheclosedthedoor,hesighedand

droveoutthoughtfully....

MeanwhileLololaidMofenyiinthe

cotandthrewherselfonthebed

spreadingherhandsonthebedwith

awidecrazyassteenagesmitten

smile....

Lolo:Thatwasagoodmotherfucking



dick...thankyouJesusforgivingmen

penisesotherwisetheywouldn'tbe

soimport!(crackedintolaugherand

clapped)Herianakesenye..

Hehehehekwaks....Waitsekanabo

Kagelelokedigole....

Shegotupandwalkedtothekitchen

hummingandsnappingherfingers

pressingherphonethenshepaused

lookingatthetimeandwidenedher

eyes...

Lolo:Chineke!Myappointmentwith

MrFraitaga....(laughed)Hebaana



Lretteamporelentebatsa

appointment...

Sheranintothebathroomandfilled

thetubstilltalkingtoherselfand

hummingnoddingherheadthenshe

dialedhimtoteasehimaboutalmost

makinghermissherappointmentbut

hisphonewasoff,shebrusheditoff

andputthephonedowntakingoff

herclothesforabath...

Lolo:(singing)Neneseasontobe

jollylalala

lalala....Mememememememe



ShetookabathandfixedMofenyi

beforeleaving....

AtDidi'sHouse....

Sheslowlysatuponthecouchand

yawnedfoldingherfisttohermouth

thenherphonerang...

Didi:Hello?

Arianna:HelloDidi?ObualeArianna

Didi:Hi

Arianna:Kanammeothokagetssgo



batiwacoffinnnagakenamadi

Tearsfilledhereyesandherheart

shuttered,sheneverexpectedtofeel

thatwaywhensheheardthenews...

Didi:(atearrandownhercheekas

shespokewithalostvoice)Koore

mmeibileothokahetseaiseanthate,

koorennamodimoomphelaeng

malatsiakanaabotshelommeke

senaboitumelo.

Arianna:Otaataoreka?

Didi:Whendidshedie?



Arianna:Lastweek

Didi:Andyou'retellingmenow?

Arianna:Aommaotataothusago

hithammagokanajangakeresese

bothokwakegorekegoboleletse?

Bagolobagoreeditseomoloud

speakereng

Didi:Okay,I'llbuythecoffinandI'm

comingthere.

Uncle:(inthebackground)Arianna

gagobuiwejalolemogolootheruri

kurikiiolebosulajaana,lesolebuiwa

jalo?

ShehungupthenDiditookadeep



breathashereyesgleamedwith

tearswhichrandownhercheeksas

sheleanedoverandrubbedherface

cryinghystericallysittingonthe

couchalone,asmuchasshedidn't

haveachancesherememberedthe

lovehermothergaveherbeforeshe

hadhermaritalchildren.Shedidher

hairandboughtherniceclothes,she

wasoncethemostbeautifulgirlin

schoolandhadbeenMiss

Letsholathebeprimaryschoolfrom

standard1uptostandard4,yeahher

mothertookcareofherthatmuch

andshesmiledinfrontofthewhole

schoolwithconfidence.The



confidencehermotherwouldwhisper

inherearwhileputtingherinthose

beautifulbeautypageantsparking

dresses...That'sallshecould

remember,noneofthebadcould

cometomindanditshutteredherto

knowshewasnomore...

Sherubbedherswolleneyesandgot

properlydressedbeforeleaving....

AtKedibonye'shome....

MinuteslaterDidiparkedthecar

lookingatthecrowed,therewasa



browntentatthecornerwith

mattressesinsideandtheelders

werestillgatheringinfrontofthe

house.

Asshewalkedpastthefireareashe

couldhearhermother'sin-laws

gossipingandmockingthewhole

thing....

Woman:Lesoleletalammankarene

esebahumipele(clappedand

laughed)SesoKhumosemaswe...

Kethothoreilemxehphew!

Woman1:Nawannesengwanaageo



kae?

Woman:(Gumareaccent)Akawena

wareyookemotho!Akerewaa

phephethamontungkeAids,hagona

lehaelemothokeskilitonhela....O

petoilemelomoeegosetseeneyoo

makgakgayowabanabanchikana

gatekeeneadreilei

Woman:Ariana?Kanaonnaa

ithwaletserurihelammeelentswa

hela,haakaregontsholetsankoha

kootemghanearatanale

mopalamentenkaboresatsogaruri

Didiglancedatthemquietlyandthey



pausedtalkingasshewalkedpast

them...

Didi:Dumelang..

Them:Dumelang...

Shewalkedinandandjoinedother

womenwhoweresittingonthe

groundthenshefixedherdoekand

quietlylistened...

Uncle:Sinceherdaughterisbuying

thecoffinweshouldallcontribute

andbuyfood,hungerisstarving



everyoneandpeopleareslowly

startingtoleaveeverythingbecause

wearenotfeedingthem.

Didi:(raisedherhand)I'llsellmycar

andbuyeverything,Ipostediton

Facebookwithareasonableprice

andsomeonehasalreadyshowed

interest.Ialsohavelittlecashfrom

theshoptoustobuyfoodjaanong

gakeitsegoreakentshemadikana

ketsamaelemongwe.

Auntie:Ifyouarefitenoughyoucan

gowith3otherladiesandgobuy

food,weareveryhungry.



BlessingcalledoutforDidi'sname

fromthebedroomwithalittlelow

voiceandsheturnedlookingatthe

doorthenshestoodupandwalkedin

thehouse.

Shewalkedallthewaytothe

bedroomwhereBlessingwas

sleepingonthemattress,Tearseye's

filledwithtearsasshelookedather

thenshekneltdownnexttoher

holdingherskinnyhand...

Didi:Blessing?Whathappened?



Blessing:(shakyvoice)I'mvery

hungrypleasebuymeMageu...

Didicoveredhermouthanddropped

tearsasshetouchedherlittlesister's

foreheadandandcheek,therewasn't

muchmeatleftandshecouldfeel

herskullonherpalmasshetouched

her...

Blessing:(tearfully)Agorekathe

mmakehelamowa....

Didiquicklystoodupandwalkedout

quietlyrubbingherfloodingtearsas



shepassedthrougheveryone.....

PleaseLikeandleaveusa

commentbelow.
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Atthemall

LateronDidiquietlypushedthe

trolleyastheotherladiesputfoodin

thetrolleychattingloudlythenshe

madeeyecontactwithLoloasshe

walkedinhangingashoppingbusket

onherarm.

Boththeirfaceslitupastheymet

oneanotherhalfwayandexchanged



hugsandcheekbumps...

Lolo:Youhavebeenrare,heimma

yougainedweightautwa!

Didi:Thanks

Lolo:Arewestillgoingtothefestival?

Didi:KedibonyeislateandBlessingis

sufferingfromsomething,I'mnot

surewhatbutsheisbad.Apparently

Morapedidiedmonthsago...The

situationisreallybadthere.Arianna

helakeeneasiametsewengmmele

eneekareitsholeloeiletase

Lolo:OhmyGod,I'msorry...Areyou

ok?



Didi:Uhketaarengmma

Lolo:Eish...Howarethekids?

Didi:TheystaywithKen,idon'tthink

they'reoverthatincidentifthey're

overittheniguesstheyprefer

stayingwiththeirfatherbutHazel

spendsnightatmyhouse

occasionally.

Lolo:Ittakestimetoundothe

damage,I'mspeakingfrom

experience.Whydidn'tyoucomeko

patong?

Didi:Nnakebatiledinyalotsabana

bagagodinnadimphithelakele

divorcee,akereKenandIare



separatedsoidon'twanttobringbad

lucktoBabyandCalvin's

negotiations.

Lolo:Don'teverusethatexcuse,

AatileandIaredivorcees.

Didi:Ok,sorry.Howareyourchildren?

AndMrRight

Lolo:(laughed)MrRightissupper

awesome,I'minloveshems...And

thekidsaregood.MmaMogapio

borrowedBabyandthenewborn

Didi:Ibeenseeingtheirpictureson

FacebookwaitsetheMogapi'shave

beenwaitingforachild

Lolo:Sheistheonlygrandchild,Baby



saysshedoesn'ttouchanything.Her

motherinlawdoeseverything

Andrewisoverthemoon.

Didi:Godblessthem...

Lolo:HeelammaMrFridayjust

offeredmypositionback,hetoldme

youvisitedhisoffice.Thanksfor

helpingmegetmyjobback,youhave

noideahowmuchitmeanstome

Didi:Congratulations...

Lolo:I'llcomeformerapelolaterok

Didi:Ok,bye

TheypartedasLolodialedMasilobut



itrangunansweredwhichgother

wondering....

AtThehospital..

LateronMasilotypedadocumenton

thecomputerandpausedtoeditthen

henoticedhehadbeenwritingwrong,

hecancelledeverythingand

frustratedlydeletedthewhole

documentandleanedbacksighing.

Oneofhisjuniorswalkedinwith

somepapersandputthemonhis

desk...



Him:Sirhavealookatthose

Masilo:Sure...

HewalkedoutthenMasilo'sphone

rang,hestaredatLolo'scalluntilit

endedthenheclickedonherpictures

andstaredatherthoughtfullyfighting

hisfeelings.....

***

MeanwhileLoloparkedthecarand

fixedherlipstickthenshestepped

outwalkinginthehospitaland



bumpedonAatileandBayang

walkingout,theystoppedandshook

hands....

Bayang:(laughed)Iheard...

Lolo:(laughed)Heardwhat?(looked

atAatile)Omaakawena

Aatile:(laughed)Ijustsaidbosso

phekakogagago

Lolo:(laughedsmilingathimand

rubbedsomethingofhischin)Mxm..

Aatile:(smiledlookingather)How

areyou?

Lolo:I'mgood,you?



Aatile:I'mgood

Bayang:(frownedlookingatthemlike

amemepicture)Amimissing

something?

Aatile:What?Skalorelahagorona

Lolo:(laughed)Maybeheneeds

Sbranaagain

Bayang:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyou

justsaidthat,omoloi

Lolo:IsKageleloinside?

Bayang:HebannaMrMasilokeene

Kageleloibile

TheyalllaughedasAatileandLolo



pushedoffoneanother...

Lolo:KanteBayangwhat'syour

problemwithmenerra?Dowehave

beef?

Bayang:(laughedshrugginghis

shoulders)Whatdidisay?Thewhole

hospitalcallshimMrMasiloorSilos

kelanthakeutwaKagelelo

Aatile:(laughed)LoloweeKGis

inside

TheyalllaughedatLolosmiledgiving

themaneye...



Lolo:Mxmgatwelarengnne,

yaanongAatilekeengsaKageleloga

ommitsaSilos

Bayang:WhoKagelelo?

Lolo:(walkedaway)Mxmsoka

Aatile:Passbythestallandcollect

condoms

Lolo:Aatileotaaswabakanaija...

Theylaughedandwalkedtowards

theircars...

Bayang:SoyouwereseriousLoloo



iteisaSilos?

Aatile:YeahbutSilosisagoodguy

akere?

Bayang:Yeahheisgood,I'venever

seenhimwithawomansincehis

wifepassedon.

Aatile:AftermeetingmeatLolo's

Househecalledmetohisofficea

botsagorearewegoodkotenghe

thoughtI'dhaveaproblemwiththem

nnakeshapkaSedi.

Bayang:OsiameSilos...

Aatile:I'mreallygladshechosehim

ofallthepeople

Bayang:(smiled)Why?



Aatile:(laughed)Just,itreallymakes

mehappy.

Bayang:Comeontellme,ireally

thoughtyou'dbejealous...

Aatile:No,I'mnot.Loneandwill

alwaysbeconnectedbecausewe

havechildrensoifshemeetsaguy

likeSilosican'tcomplainbecausei

wantsomeoneicantrustaroundmy

children.KemogolokanaandI'm

realistic...

Bayang:Waakgona,I'llneverlikeKen

lehagoka.Notthatihatehimbuto

tenahelakagoreDidiwamorata.



Theylaughedanddroveoff...

AtMasilo'sOffice.....

MinuteslaterLoloknockedonthe

doorandherespondedthenshe

walkedin,heraisedhiseyebrows

completelysurprisedashestopped

typingandswungthechairback

lookingather...

KG:Wow...Hi

Lolo:Whyareyounotpickingmy

calls?



KG:Um...Haveaseat...

Shesatdownandsighedlookingat

her...

KG:Soyoureallycameheretoask

that?

Lolo:Yes

KG:Idon'tbelieveyou

Lolo:Canyoustopplayinggames

andtellmehaelegoreitwasanight

standkeithoboge

KG:(hesmiledhandsomelyand

lookedinher)Wowok



Lolo:What'sgoingon?

KG:(sighedandlookedatherwitha

seriousface)Doyouremember

talkingtomeandtellingmethatyou

feelasthoughweshouldn'trush

things,weshouldtakeitslow

becauseyoudon'twanttohurtmeor

mehurtingyouwelliknowforsurei

won'thurtyoubutitmademewonder

ifiwasriskingbecausennapeloame

esemata.Itakeforevertohavea

partnerbutonceidoicommitmyself

witheverythingthatihave.Beforemy

wifediedweweretogetherfor17

yearsandbeforethatihada4year

relationship.Itakemytimeandwhen



it'sgotimeitsgotimeandi

respectedyouropinionaboutus

takingthingsslowbecauseyoudon't

wanttohurtmebutafterlastnighti

foundmyselffallingforyou.(smiled

andthoughtfullylickedhislipthinking

aboutthenightbefore)Lastnight

wasbeautiful....(sighed)Andiwant

moreandmoreofyou,that'swhyke

rekelaMofenyidiloinmyhouse

becauseiwantustospendtime

togetherbutthenthinkingaboutwhat

yousaidkindofforcedmetobe

cautiousaboutmyfeelingsgorenna

kebatagotsenakafullforcebutyou

wanttotakeyourtimeperhapsyou're



notsureifyouwantmeornot...I

thoughtifistoppedpesteringyou

withcallsandreducetalkingtoyou

maybeI'llslowdownbecauseright

nowI'mthinkingaboutseriousthings

likeveryseriouscommitmentmo

elenggoreitmightscareyouoipotsa

gorerreoithaganeletseeng....

(lookedatherandlaughed)You'rea

goodlistener...

Lolo:(laughed)I'mjustadmiringyou

oitomatomaditeme.Ididn'tthink

you'dtakethatseriousbecausei

wasn't,itsoneofthosestopitilikeit

kindofthings..Iwantyou,ifever

therewasdoubtinmymindit



disappearedmaabaneosenago

ikidibatsa(theybothlaughed)Keraa

gorennarrakeheditsemogopoloka

wenajaakaobonakegolatelaat

workbecauseididn'twanttojump

intoconclusions.Iwantproper

communication.

Hesmiledandstooduptakingoffhis

tiethenhelockedtheofficeand

walkedbackstandingbehindLolo

whosmilednaughtilyjinglingher

keys,heleanedoverandkissedher

neckfromthebackandputhisarms

aroundunbuttoninghershirtand

cuppedherbreaststhenhehelped



herstandandheldbothhercheeks

kissingher.

DoubtLolohadaneverseenaman

looksoperfectinformalandhe

smelledgood,hepausedlookingat

herandtookouthiswatchthenhe

foldedthesleevesofhisshirtand

steppedoverjerkingherupand

placingheronthedesk.Shekicked

offherheelsandslidunhookedhis

beltashetookouthershirtand

pulledupskirt.....

Thetelephonerangthenhecutthe



callandputtheearpieceseparateto

stopfurthercallsthenturnedbackto

herandkissedher....

AtMorapedi'sHome....

DidiwatchedasBlessingmixed

herbswithMageuandshookthebox

withweakhandsthenshedrunk....

Didi:Youhaven'ttoldmewhat's

wrongwithyou

Blessing:Thechurchiwenttosaid

thatmygrandmotherdiedwitha



brokenheartbecausemymother

abandonedherwithayoungchildso

thecursewasgoingfromgeneration

togeneration.Sinceiarrivedhere

mamaankokaIaskedhertoseek

forgivenessfromyouandtoldher

thatmypastorsaidweshouldmake

asacrifice.Hesaidweshouldkilla

goatandpouritsbloodatmmama's

grave.

Didi:Blessingdidyoutestyourself?

Blessing:Soyouthinkihaveaids?

Didi:Doyou?

Ariannawalkedinandgotherson's



jacketfromoneofherbags..

Arianna:Blessingdoesn'twanttotest

herselforevengotothehospital.

Shefinishedhermoneybuyingherbs

andallkindsoftraditionalmedicines

tocureherself.Sheevenwentto

SouthAfricatogethealedbya

certainpastorthere.Heslappedher

andpushedheraroundgotwefirefire

iwatchedheronTVbutkiyontse

Bolesinghelaibileolwalelakopele

Blessing:Don'teventrytoactlikea

goodsisterbecause-

Arianna:(tearfully)sister?Udon't



careaboutanyoneexceptmyboys.

Ok?Whatmakesyouthinkicareif

youdieorlive?Idon'tbeganyone.Go

andgetARV,gettingsickallthetime

isthereasonyou'renotworking.

Didi:Sheisrightandyou'reanurse

Blessing,elegorekoIHSkwawhat

aretheyteaching?

Blessing:Soyou'reapastor'swifebut

youdon'tbelievewhatisaid?How

wouldmypastorknowaboutyouand

Mmama?Can'twedothesacrifice

andseekforgivenessfromthe

ancestorsleenemamamowawa

gagweorobalekakagiso.



Didi:Ibelieveyoubutdoyouthink

thereisachancethecursecouldbe

HIV?Balabbonehavetocatch

somethingwithanameandthey

havemedicationforeverythingso

let'sgotothehospital,wewilldothe

sacrificelater.

Blessing:No,I'llwaitforthesacrifice

Arianna:Youshouldn'thavegivenher

Mageunowshehasenergytoargue,

youshouldhavetakenhertothe

hospitalfirstandonlygiveherMageu

aftertestinghernnawaandahlela

akere

Didi:Let'stakehertothecar...Hold



herthatside....

Blessing:(crying)Didintedon'ttouch

me,don'ttouchmeorelseI'mgoing

tohavesexwithKenagain.Isthat

whatyouwant?

BothAriannaandDidifound

themselveslaughing...

Arianna:Hanebakabonaeneyo

wagorobalangKen,haekake!

Didi:(laughed)Ija...

TheyputherinthecarthenDidi



pulledasitbeltoverherasArianna

secretlylookedatDiditryingtoget

herandwhenDiditurnedshequickly

putonherusualhighhorseface...

Arianna:I'mgoingtomaketea...

DidilookedforBlessing'scardsand

droveoutoftheyardasBlessing

criedcoveringherface.....

Atthehospital......

HourslaterDidiwaitedoutsideas



Blessingwasattendedbyasocial

workerthenherphonerang...

Didi:Hello?

Voice:Hi,I'dliketoseethecarifitsin

agoodconditionwecanfinalise

thingstomorrow.

Didi:OKbutI'matthehospitalright

now.

Voice:I'llbethereinafewminutes.

Didi:Thankyou,bye

Shehungandleanedbacksadly

lookingathercarkeys....



AWEEKLATER....
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AtMorapedi'sHome.....

IntheafternoonofKedibonye'sburial

Lolo,herdaughtersandotherfamily

memberswashedandcountedallthe

borrowedplates.

Maya:Thissidewehavemama's

plates,di25.TsagaAuntieDidi25

andmugsdi30.…I'lltakethemtothe

car.

Lolo:Theseonesarefromthe

neighbours,I'llputtheminside...



Lolopickedapileofplatesand

walkedtothekitchenwhereshe

caughtaglimpseofAriannatyinga

sugarinaplasticandgivingittoher

sonwithawhisperandpushedhim

outthebackdoor,thelittleboyran

outhidingitinhisjacketthenLolo

puttheplatesonthecounterlikeshe

didn'tsayanything.

Ariannahummedandwipedplates

innocentlythenLolowalkedoutbut

somethingturnedherback...



Lolo:Ariannacanitellyou

something...

Sheturnedwithanattitudeand

foldedherarmslookingatLoloready

tofirebackather...

Lolo:(calmly)Ihadasistercalled

Gobonaandweneverlikedeach

other,I'mnotsureexactlywhyshe

didn'tlikemebutididn'tlikeher

becauseshehadpride.She

neglectedmydaughterwhenshewas

underherwatchbutiwaswillingto

forgiveherandonlyifsheapologised



untilonedayirealiseditwasn't

workingbecauseourchildrenwere

suffering.Mychildrendidn'tknow

hersandlifewasdifficultforhernna

nekelebotokanyanabutitwashard

tohelpher.Afterseeinghowlifewas

idecidedI'dhelpmynephewsand

nieceswitheverythingandshefelt

badforeverythingshedidtome.She

calledmeforlike30secondsasking

forforgivenessanditmademecry

becauseitwasallieverwantedto

hear.Nowijustwantedtohugher

butshestillcouldn'tforgiveherself,

mesayingiforgavehermadeherfeel

moreguiltyandshehungherself



beforewecouldreconcile.NowI'm

justalone,idon'thaveasister

becauseofmypride,hadanyofus

decidedtositandtalktooneanother

iwouldn'tbehere.Themoralofthe

storyisasisterisaveryimportant

personinyourlife,you'retooyoung

tofightorcompetewithDidibecause

sheisyourbigsister,bigsistersare

likemothers.Didiisnotrichbutshe

canaffordtohelpyouandshecan

onlydothatifsheknowsyouneed

help.Alltheseattitudeyougive

peoplewon'thelpyouoryourchildren

becausepeoplethinkyou'refullof

yourselfbuticantellyouhate



yourselffornotbeingwhoyou

thoughtyou'dbewhengrowingup.

Yougrewuprichbutnowyou're

strugglinglikeeveryoneandit'shard

toacceptitjaanongothibaka

makgakga.Didiisone

compassionateperson,thatican

assureyou.Gaaitsegotimamotho

ithutemogolooomothaloganyegore

otsheleleenesentennaka.Botshelo

bodingaloolenosiiknowbecause

I'mjustaloneinthisworldand

sometimesIwishihadasisteror

mother.Andthereisnoneedtosteal

thatsugarbecauseDidiboughtitfor

peopleattendingtheburial,your



motherhasbeenburiedandshe

won'ttakeittoherhouse.Blessingis

goingwithhersoallthesefoodis

yours.Thatmeat,rice,di10KGtsele

tsothetsagago,lesagoikutswela.

Ariannatearfullylickedherdrylips

andswallowedhumblylookingat

Lolo...

Lolo:Phosoetsalwalemothoaboe

baakangwakemothogape,haole

mothooutulennaka.Banabamotho

baatshwaraganaDidicanneverbe

closetomemorethanshecanle



wenabloodsisteryagagwe.

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedout

asAriannasighedthoughtfully....

***

MeanwhileDiditookdownBlessing's

clothesfromthelineandwalked

backtothehouseasLoloandher

daughterswereabouttoleave...

Lolo:Hi

Didi:(turned)Hi,you'restillhere?



Lolo:Iwantedpeopletofinisheating

andgettheplates.

Didi:Oh,ok...

Lolo:Canwestandthissideandtalk?

Didi:Yes,(theymoved)what'sgoing

on?

Lolo:It'saboutArianna,iknowsheis

difficultbutfromheredon'tjustlet

herbe.Loveherandalwaysgopick

herchildrensotheycanstart

interactingwithyourchildren.Some

sistersarejustdifficultbutwedon't

cutcommunicationwiththemorelse

onedayyou'llbeleftwithguiltya

goreokshewasbadbutwasialso



righttorespondthatway.Children

alwayssufferthemostwhenadults

puttheirinterestsfirst,iknowyou

triedyourbestwithherbutdon'tgive

up.Kemonnaogagonagoreotaa

reng,kesepokosagago.Iwishihad

Gobonankabontsenakoea

mpolelelakahaRragweDiboysa

toganganyalakateng(theyboth

laughed)Kananekesatsoga

Didi:(laughed)MxmboRragwe

Diboysthebaaiphutsakanalenyalo

leosalelererwarebalaform5until

wegraduatedfromUniversityand

shewasstillgoingtogetmarried..

(theylaughed)Thanks,I'llkeepin



contactwithherandican'tmakeitto

theJazzfestivalnowthatihaveall

these

Lolo:Ofcourse,iknow.Bye

Shejoinedherdaughtersanddrove

offwhileDidiwalkedinthehouse

andfinishedpackingBlessing's

clothesassheshookherMageuand

satupreadingherARVs...

Blessing:(laughed)Heydilotseneke

ditshabammewee,thatsocialworker

knowsherjob.Wheniwaspushed

outofherofficealliwantedwasARV



soicanfeelbetterandstartworking.

Iwastedmytime

Didi:Whatmakesthisfunnyisthat

you'reanurse,I'dexpectitfrom

someoneelsebutnurse?(clapped

once)Uhompaletse!

Blessing:(laughed)Iwasafraidto

hearsentenceyayou'reHIVpositive,

evenifyou'reanurseordoctoryou

canneverbefinehearingthat.

Didi:Nnyaammawenaoworse...get

ready,I'mcallingZanetodriveusto

myhouse.

Didisteppedoutdialingherson...



AtSky-blueCleaners.....

MeanwhileLereoandOmogolo

washedthecarschattingwithZane

ashecleanedacarpetwiththe

machinethenhisphonerang...

Zane:Hello?

Didi:Taoreise

Zane:Ok...

Hrhungupandputthemachine

downthenheknockedonhisfather's



officeashewalkedin...

Zane:BorrowmeyourkeysI'mgoing

topickmamaleauntie

Ken:(threwthekeysover)Kanteis

somethingwrongwithhercar?How

comeshehasbeenaskingyouto

driveher?

Zane:Shesoldhercarakere

Ken:Really?Ididn'tnoticeitwasn't

therethismorning

Zane:Shehadtobuythecoffinand

feedpeople,idon'tunderstandwhy

theyhadtodragitforanextraweek

Batswanaloveagatheringsothey



caneatfreefoodandsaveattheir

houses.

Ken:(laughed)Ididn'tknowshesold

hercar,whydidn'tshejusttellmeso

icanhelpwiththecoffin.Ididn't

knowtheydependedonherbecause

theyneverneededherbeforeand

they'vealwaysbeenrichtheyeven

stolehermoney.Familykemathata

helasonowbatsenyaDidistress

gapebammatathuso..

Zane:Iwouldn'thavehelped

someonewhoabandonedme,mama

istoonice

Ken:Sheloveshermotherand



alwayswishedtobeclosetoherbut

hermotherwantedherlittleperfect

familyonly.Ihopeyouneverplay

favouriteswithyourchildrenifyou

everhaveotherswithanyonewho

isn'tLaila.

Zane:Ican't....

Kenstoodupandtappedthecodeto

thesafethenhandedhimnotes..

Ken:Giveyourmotherthis,shemight

needit

Zane:Ok



Ken:Youdon'thavetotellherit's

fromme,youcanjustsayit'sfrom

yoursavingsorsomething

Zane:OK...

Heclosedthedoorandleft....

Atthehospital....

Agathastoodonthebalconyofthe

hospitalon3rdfloorholdingaselfie

stickfacingthephonecameraasshe

pushedherweaveback,herperfect

makeupglowedasshesmiledsilly



andstuckhertongueoutpressing

theGoliveonFacebookbutton...

Agatha:Alright...HiBotswanaand

anyonefollowingus...SoI'mwaiting

outsideformyman,hewascoming

forthelastcheckupbeforewecan

flybacktoBotswana.Forthosewho

don'tknowBotswanawearea

landlockedpeacefulcountry..I

noticedwehavefollowersfrom

AmericaandUK.Anywaysoguys....

Myboowillbewalkingoutthatdoor

anyminutenow...(camerashowed

theglassdoors)yeah,hehasn'tfully

recoveredbuthecanwalkandhewill



healathome.(smiledandcovered

hermouthshyly)Andguysthedick

looksperfect...Haibohehehehemme

kedidimale...

Thedooropenedandsheshiftedthe

camerashowingJanhasheslowly

walkedoutholdingathermalhatthen

hesmiledatthecamerastanding

behindAgathaandkissedherneck

softly...

Jan:Heyguys,soiknowiwassick

onthelastvideoweposted,alotof

youfreakedoutbutyeahI'mgood



now,ihaven'tfullyrecoveredhealed

buticanwalkandsitontheplane

that'swhatisimportantnow.(kissing

Agatha'sneck)Thankstomygirland

everyonewhohasbeenfollowingus.

Irealisedthatsincethesurgerywe

gotalotoffollowers.Shoutoutto

thenewsixthousandfollowersfrom

allovertheworld.Weloveyouguys..

Agatha:(blewkissesatthecamera)

AlrightguysI'llpostanothervlogjust

beforewegetintheairport,I'dfilm

therebuttheydon'tallowitsoit's

timeforustoloveandleaveyou

lovies



Shecutthebroadcastandturned

aroundputtingherarmsaroundhim

ashesmiledandkissedher...

Jan:Let'sgo...

Heputherarmbehindherbackand

ledherout....

AtMaunPolicestation....

Aronawalkedoutofthegateandgot

inthecarwherehedrunkhalfabottle

ofwaterandlookedatthemirror



fixinghisthickeyebrowsandrubbed

downhiswavyfadecut....

Hetookoffhisuniformshirtand

remainedwithawhitevestthenhe

pickedhisphoneandtookapicture

withasmileandchangedhisprofile

picturewithacaption...IAMGAY,

pheewisn'tthatarelief...Itslikea

burdenhasbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders.

Heputdownthephoneanddroveout

oftheparkinglotthenhisphone

rang...



Arona:Hello?

Lefoko:Deletethatcaption,obatago

chitahaobonaorianasowhoare

youtellingthatyou'regay?

Arona:Wordtherradon'ttrytospoil

mymoodtu,ifyou'rehidingthat

you'rebisexualthat'sfinebutiwant

peopletoknowI'mgay.It'smy

picture,ididn'tpostyoubecauseyou

don'tevenallowmetopostyou

Lefoko:Iamamarriedman,you

knowthat

Arona:Andialsowanttobemarried

Word,iwantsomethingstable.Ibeen



asidedishforyears.Ideservea

promotion.

Lefoko:Babethemonnaosekawa

ntsenyastressakerewaaitsewhat

I'mwaitingforbesidesatmyagei

can'tbetellingpeopleI'mbi,howwill

peoplelookatme

Arona:Iunderstandthatandican't

keepprayingyourwifedies,it's

wrong.Iloveyoubutyoucan't

controlmebecauseI'mnotyourwife.

It'snotfair

Lefoko:Youshouldn'thaveposted

thatwabonagoreodiraengkana

anongmathakanyanabagogo



sendeladirequestandyouwon't

rejectthem.

Arona:(laughed)Oseriouso

stressed?

Lefoko:Theworstthingkegoreilove

youwaytoomuchtoevenraisemy

handatyoukoorekealelahelamme

bakanyelaobabolelele.

Arona:(laughed)Hehehecleke!Erra

ntannakebabolelelagoremonna

wameobogale

Lefoko:(laughed)later

Arona:Bye...



Hehungupthenhegotanothercall...

Arona:Hello?

Voice:(deepvoice)Hi,keTyro

Arona:(confused)Tyro?

Tyro:WaleSSGmonnaakererekile

rapatrolarothe

Aronasmiledandwidenedhiseyes

quietlysurprised,hecouldn'tbelieve

thisgood-lookinghunkcalledhim...

Hehadsuchasexybodyandhis

eyeswerereddishysexy-okfocus

Arona!



Arona:Ohirememberyou

Tyro:(laughedbithislip)Wareogay?

Arona:(blushed)Isthataproblem?

Tyro:No,ijustdon'tbelieveyou.Do

youmindmeetingmeatCapello

tonightforcocktailssoyoucanlook

meintheeyesandtellmeyou'regay?

Idon'tbelieveyou

Arona:Canithinkaboutit?Isawyou

beatingasuspectIdon'ttrustyou

kannayarekerekegaywampetsaka

clapa

Tyro:(laughedandshookhishead)

Ok,thinkaboutitandbythewayi



wasworking.Youofallpeople

shouldknowthatit'simpossibleto

avoidthesethingswhenyou'rein

specialforces.I'monlyroughatwork

andonlyifrequired.

Arona:Eerrakeautwa,I'llthink

aboutit.

Tyro:cheers.

Hehungupthenhescreamed

smilingholdingthesteeringwheelas

hedrove...

Arona:Uuuuumycrushjustcalled

me...(laughed)Ican'tbelievethisMF



isgaywaitsebannabaitsegohitha

enewagobuaaredigaydialapisa

mmawee...(laughed)Chose!

Hisphonerangthenhestopped

laughingandpicked...

Arona:Hello?

Tyro:And?

Arona:Sheh?Sofast?

Tyro:Youdon'tneedmorethana

minute,wantshabanemonna?

Arona:Mxmgakegotshabe

Tyro:Jaanongwareng,6pm?



Arona:Kooreyou'rejusttwistingmy

arm?

Tyro:(laughed)Seeyoulater

Arona:Later

Hehungupthenanothercallcame

through...

Arona:Hello?

Voice:Hi,wareogaynemonna?

Arona:Omang?

Voice:Clifford,weweretogetherat

Otsepolicecollegetogether,igot

yournumberfromyouroffice.



Arona:Whyareyouasking?

Voice:(laughed)Just,sohowhave

youbeen?

Arona:Aren'tyoumarriedneClifford?

Clifford:(laughed)Emapeleakere

goloharebuakannalewena

Arona:Deletemynumbergakeside

dish,bannababanyetsengbarileng

nelonaa

Hehungupthenhewentonlineand

changedhiscaptionto..."Love

yourself,therestwillfollow.Heput

thephonedownandsighedrolling

hereyes...



Arona:Bathobarataassmmemo

Facebookkebonebabakopele

mogokgobengdigay...leboClifford

helanneanyalakaDecemberhela

ha...Izuu...

AtDidi'sHouse...

LaterthateveningDidiknockedon

Blessing'sroomandwalkedinwitha

plateoffoodandhandedBlessing...

Blessing:Thankyou



Didi:You'rewelcome....

Blessing:Goandbuyaweavesothat

youcansitnexttomekeconnector

Didi:Ihaveabaldthisside

Blessing:Youdon'tneedthewhole

head,aslongasthemiddlepartis

niceandstrongyoucanslay,goand

buy.

Didi:What'stheuse?Idon'thavea

manandI'mtoooldtoevenfinda

man,ijustwanttofocusonmy

familyidon'tcareaboutfashionand

looks.

Blessing:Youdon'tlookgoodfora

man,youlookgoodforyourself.For



yourownbenefit,beinghygienicand

lookinggoodhasnothingtodowith

men.Goandbuyit

Didi:Ihavesomeinthegaragewhere

ikeepmystockfromtheboutique

Blessing:Goandgetit...Andbring

makeuptoo,idon'tknowwhyo

lathellayourfacelikethisbutyou're

beautifulkoorewenaostressiwake

goreosheleyetyoudon'tevenlook

asbadasyoufeel.Thatsurgery

didn'tfinishyourmoneyfornothing.

Itmadeahugedifference,nowyou

needtotakecareofyourself.Usethe

rightproductsforyourageandgain

backyourconfidence.



Didi:Ok..

Shewentouttothegaragewhereshe

searchedboxesandheardacar

stoppingoutside,sheopenedthe

garagedoorandfrownedasArianna

andherthreesonssteppedoutofthe

taxi.

Shedustedherhandsandwalked

overholdingapackofhair...

Didi:Hi

Boys:Dumelang



Didi:Higuys...

Arianna:ThisisThabang,Thabole

Thabiso...8,6and4

Didi:Higuys...Goinside...

TheyraninsidethenAriannasighed

uncomfortablyandlookedatherbig

sister...

Arianna:(tearfully)Youlooklike

mama...

Didi:(laughedemotionally)Badstart!

Arianna:(laughedlookingdownand

rubbedatearrunningdownhercheek)



Atfirstididn'tlikeyouonlybecause

asachildithoughtyouweren'tour

type,I'lladmitialwaysthoughtstatus

wasimportant.Somekidsarebad

somearegoodbutovertimeit

becameresentmentbecause

Blessinglovedyouandalwaystalked

aboutyou.Ithoughtifishowedher

howmuchofalowlifeyouwereshe

willseemeasherbigsisterbutthat

neverhappened.Wehaveneverbeen

closegapehelapapadidn'tlikeyou

soasachildwholovesherfatheri

wentalongwithitnowidon'teven

knowwhyihateyou,I'mjustabad

personthereisnoexcusemaybeit's



becauseyoulivebetterthanmei

don'tknowbutIwantittostop.I

wanttorespectyouandiwantmy

kidstoknowtheircousins.Idon't

wantanyoneofustodieandleave

theotherwithguilt.

Didi:Sofreshstart?

Arianna:Freshstart...

Theysmiledandhuggedthenthey

walkedinside.

Didi:Lookwhatifoundoutside

Blessing:Wedon'twantsquattersin



ourhouse

Arianna:(laughed)Saysthesquatter!

TheylaughedasDidilaidherheadon

Blessing'slapthenshestarteddoing

herhair...

Arianna:I'llconnectthatweave

Blessingisaleaner...

MeanwhiletheboyswatchedTVwith

FaithandHazelthenThabangstood

up...



Thabang:Iwanttodrinkwater

Faith:Checkthekitchen

Thabangwalkedinthekitchenand

drunkwaterthenhelookedatthebig

doubledoorfridgeandglancedatthe

door.Noonewascomingsohe

openedandhiseyeswidenedrunning

aroundthefullfridge...

Thabang:Heilaa!

Hedrunkthefreshmilkandleftithalf

thenherefilledwithwaterandpicked



thesixpackCloveryoghurtandbitat

thebottomsuckingtheyogurtoutof

eachcontainerthenheputitback.

Hetastedalmosteverythingand

pulledthefreezerdrawers,therewas

a5licecreamcontainerwhichhe

openedandtriedtostickhisfingerin

butitwasstonefrozenthenhe

grabbedaforkandbentover-Didi

walkedin..

Hejumpedandsteppedback

droppingtheforkonthefloor

shaking...



Didi:Otshwereketalakanaobata

Icecream?

Thabang:(shaking)KebataIce

cream...

Didigotalargebowlandfilleditthen

sheputfivespoonsandhandedhim

asheexcitedlylookedatthefullbowl.

Didi:Don'teversteal,ifyouwantto

eatsomethingyouaskandI'llgiveit

toyou.

Thabang:Eemma...



Hewalkedoutandatewithwiththe

otherchildrenthenhestoodupand

walkedbackinthekitchenwhileDidi

waspouringajuiceintheglasses...

Thabang:Keutsulediogahtele

mashi

Didi:Ok,nexttimeoskautswaokope,

banagankebatimiwadijo

Thabang:Emma

Hewalkedoutsmilingandsighedin

reliefashecontinuedeatingwith



others...

AtCappello.....

LaterthateveningAronawalkedin

jinglinghiskeysasTyrosippedwine

andsmiledlookingathimashe

pulledthechairandsatdown...

Tyro:(putthewinedownandlooked

inhiseyes)Howareyou?

Arona:Fine,warekegoreyekereng?

Tyro:(heputhishandonthedesk)

Touchmyhandandtellmeyou'regay



iwanttoseeifI'llfeelitinmyheartif

notyou'relying

Arona:(laughedblushing)Mxm..

Heputhislittlelightskinnedhandon

hisbigblackhandandlookedathim...

Arona:I'mgay...

Tyro:GasegorekegotesterI'mnot

feelinganything..

Theyburstedintolaugherashe

pulledbackandpushedhishand...



Arona:GakebariTyro

Tyro:.(laughed)Okaynevermind...

Hecalledthewaiterwhotooktheir

ordersandleft...

Arona:AreyougayorBi

Tyro:I'mgay,Ilovethelittleboys

Arona:Ijoo

Tyro:Notboysasinicheat,onelittle

girllikeyoucantiemedownforlife.

I'mthefaithfultypeandI'mnotafraid

toputitoutthere.Iknowmajitaka

bontsiwewantgaysbutwillnever



admitnnaI'moutthere.Myfather

andbrothersknowsiwhiptheboys

Arona:Nowyou'retalking...

Theylaughedandcontinuedchatting

andlaughing.....

AtDidi'sHouse....

LaterthateveningDidistoodinfront

ofthemirrorrunningherfingers

throughthebouncyweaveand

admiringherfacebeatasBlessing

andAriannalaughedather.



Sheturnedaroundandliftedherfoot

checkingoutherheels

Didi:Ilooknice..

Blessing:Butyouwererefusing

Didi:How?Liketheonewhorefused

totest

Arianna:(laughedandclapped)Kana

areKenwaareng

Blessing:(laughed)Iwantedtoscare

herandangerhersoshecandump

meandleave

Arianna:Hakerekelebaeneyowago



dirangKendilo

Didi:(laughed)Ariannastopit

Aknockatthedoorinterruptedtheir

loudconversationthentheyallturned

aroundlookingatthedoor,Ken

swallowedlookingatherfromhead

totoeandranoutofwords...

Didi:Hi

Ken:Um...Thekidsletmein...(his

voicetrailedoff)iwaspickingthem

buticanleavethemsincetheyhave

company



Didi:Okay

Helookedatheroncemoreand

lockeddown,actuallytheybothran

outofwordsandthewholehouse

becameawkwardasthesisters

lookedatoneanotherwithsilly

smilesandlookedbackatthem

again...

Ken:You-youlookbeautiful

Didi:Thankyou

Ken:Goodnight

Didi:Goodnight...



Hewalkedoutofthehouseandsatin

thecarforamoment,whowould

lookthatbeautifulintheeveningand

evenputonheels.Coulditbeshe

hadadate....

Thethoughtshutteredhisheartand

heswallowedapainfullumponhis

throat,sheprobablydeservedbetter.

Hetookadeepbreathandstarted

thecarthenhedroveout......

TWOYEARSLATER.......

*



*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtArona'sHouse....

EarlyFridaymorningLefokoparked

nexttoanunfamiliarBMW,hisheart



poundedasheknockedonthedoor.

Hehadaverydifficultnighttryingto

callhimwithoutbeingansweredthe

nightbeforeyethecouldn'tleavehis

wifeonthemiddleofthenight...

Aronaopenedthedoorinhisshorts

rubbinghisfaceandsteppedout

suspicionslyclosingthedoorbehind

himasWordlookedathim...

Lefoko:Whyhaven'tyoubeenpicking

mycalls?kantewenagoiragalaeng

kawenanowadays?

Arona:Lefokoyou'reamarriedman



andican'tkeepwaitingforyou,I'm

notasecondoptionjustbecauseI'm

gay,ilongtoldyouiwantoutofthis

relationshipbutyouwon'tleaveme

alone.Idon'twanttobewithyou

anymorebecauseyoudon'tknow

whatyouwant.

Lefoko:Whoishe?

Arona:It'safriend,agirl.Please

leave

Lefoko:Areyoutryingtoplayme?

Heslappedhimacrosstheface

smashinghimagainstthedoorand

pusheditopenthenhewalkedin,



meanwhileTyroshookhisdickafter

aleakinthetoiletthenhehearda

struggleandwalkedoutfixinghis

boxerbriefs

Assoonasheturnedfromthe

passageintothelivingroomablow

camestraightforhisfacebuthe

dodgedandthrewadefensivepunch

pushingLefokoagainstthewall.

Lefokomissedastepandfelldown

thenTyronoticedAronacryingonthe

couchandhurriedovertohimtaking

hisarmoffhisface...



Tyro:Babeareyouok

Arona:(lookingathimwithanose

bleed)I'mfine...

Tyroslowlystoodupandchargedat

Lefokoandtriedtopunchhimonthe

facebutheblockedandtheybothfell

onthefloorwhereTyropunchedhim

onthefacerepeatedly...

Tyro:(angrily)Don'teverputyour

handsonhimyouunderstandme?

(punchedhim)understandme?

(punched)Youunderstandme?



(punchedhim)Hee?

Aronaranoverandstruggledtopull

Tyroofffhim...

Arona:(tearfully)Tyrothat's

enough.....Enough!Stop!Tyro??

HecontinuedpunchingLefokoashe

slowlylostconsciousnessthen

Aronamovedbackcoveringhis

mouthinpanic...

Arona:OhGod,whathaveidone?



TyrorubbedhisfistonLefoko'st-

shirtandstoodupangrilylookingat

himasheblackedoutthenhelooked

atAronawiththatveryglare...

Tyro:Cleanyourselfup...

Aronarantothebathroomlikealittle

girlanwashedhisfaceoverthesink

thenTyropouredcoldwaterina

classandwalkedbacktotheliving

roomwhereLefokowassleeping.



Hepouredwateroverhisfacethen

Lefokoleapeduprubbinghisface

andcoughing..

Tyro:(angrily)Getup!

Lefokotookoffhist-shirtandrubbed

hisbloodyfacesittingontheflooras

Tyrostoodoverhim...

Tyro:Gangwanaaregagobategao

thaloganyeengnemr?

Lefoko:Orayajang?

Tyro:Nodon'tpretendgoregao



thaloganye,waatsigorrRonnygago

batesoomosaletsengmorago?

Lefoko:Soyou'refinewithhimare

kopantse?Howlonghaveyoubeen

withhim?

Tyro:2years...

Lefoko'seyesfilledwithtearsandhe

putthet-shirtoverhisface,Tyro

sighedfeelingguiltyandstepped

back...

Tyro:AndI'mnotleavinghim,you're

theoneleaving.Igavehimtimetolet

youknowbutAronaotshabago



utusabathobothoko,nnagakena

choicebuttoletyououtbecause

gakebategosheera.

Lefoko:No,haelegoregontsejalogo

siame...(stoodupwipinghisface

andlookedathim)Kooreoitsegore

dilotsedingwedintseyan...Hao

tseelamothogaodirehaakaodira

yalolaitaka,wagomoluzathesame

waylewena

Tyro:Let'snotturnthingsaround...

Youthrewthefirstpunch,iwalked

outofthebathroomkeutwa

modumoandcameheretocheck

whatwasgoingononlyforyouto

punchme,idefendedmyself.Obue



helagoreyoudidn'texpectacome

back.Skabatagontenabecauseyou

startedthewholeshithelakago

betsaRonny.Ifyoureallywantto

pissmeoffputyourhandsonhim,

Aronaalemonnyenyaneyaanao

mmetsahakae?Don'teverdothat,

hooraathamaanaandiwon't

hesitatetoshootyou,don'ttemptme.

Ketaagoapeelaevidence,shoot

yourlegsandwalkoutofcourtafree

officerwhofollowedthelawtothe

core,don'tevertouchhim.

Aronawalkedinwrappedinatowel

withpartofitoverhismouthashe



lookedatthemtalking...

Lefoko:Ihearyoubutheshouldhave

justdumpedme,2yearsisalong

timeformetobemadeafool,ilove

him...(turnedtohim)Nnakeago

rataArona....(tearfullyrubbedhis

bloodylip)yeahinoticedthingsare

differentbetweenusbuthelayou

couldhaveletmeknow

Arona:Itoldyouandyourefused

Lefoko:Ididn'tthinkyouwere

seriously,youdidn'tsitmedownyou

saiditpassivelybutit'sfine,I

understandyouneedsomething



stablebecauseihaveawifeandi

can'tbeoutthere.It'sfine,I'msorry

forhittingyou

Arona:It'sokay

Lefoko:(toTyro)Canihughimbefore

igo?

Tyro:Yeah...

Hewipedhismouthandleanedover

huggedhislittlebodyputtinghisarm

behindhisbackandhefoundhimself

tearingupandhuggedhimeven

tightlydroppinghistears,hekissed

hisneckandsteppedback...



Lefoko:I'llalwaysloveyou...

Herubbedoffhistearsandsniffled

turningaroundashefistbumped

withTyro.

Lefoko:Thanks...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor

thenTyrohuggedhimandkissed

him...

Tyro:Areyouokaybabe?

Arona:Don'teverfightinfrontofme..



Tyro:I'llneverfightinfrontofyou

unlesssomeonehasharassedyou,

I'dneverletanyonetouchyou.

Heliftedhischinupandkissedhim

thenhepickedhimupandwalkedto

thebedroomkissinghimwherehe

laidhimdownandsoftlykissedhim

pullingoffthepinktowel.

Hekissedsoftlywhilelubricating

himselfandspreadhislegswithhis

kneeashegotbetweenhisthighs

andgently#removed



AtBayang'sHouse....

Bridgetwalkedinthekitchenwearing

hercolourfulpajamasandsinging

withheadsetsonasshepulledthe

drawerandgrabbedbirthday

candles....

Bridget:(singing)Iain'tyourmama...

Noohoh...

ShestucktwocandleswithKamo's

newageandwalkedoutalmost

bumpingintoJuniorwhowastalking

tothephonewithasexyvoice...



Junior:(laughed)Setsoemapele...

Warewhathappened?

Bridget:Junior?Therramamais

comingtotawaareng

Junior:Keetasantsekebualephone

themma...

Bridgetrolledhereyesputeachgift

boxfromthemonthetablethenshe

knockedonherfather'sbedroom

doorwhilehewastyping...

Bridget:Mamaiscoming...Getup!



Bayang:Givemeaminute..

Bridget:I'mcounting..

Helaughedasshewalkedawaythen

shegotinMighty'sroomandpaused

lookingatherasshesangwearing

herbighighheelsandtheirmother's

weavewhichwaslongoverherbum

asshefacethemirrorpoorlyapplying

lipstick....

Bridget:(gasped)Isthatmyshoes?

Andmakeupbag?otshamekisisawig

yamama?



Mightyturnedaroundlookingupat

hersisterandBridget'sangerquickly

disappearedasshelookedather

ghostlikefaceandlaughedather..

Bridget:Andyoulooklikeadead

brideghost....Hahaha

Mighty:(lookedatthemirroronce

more)Ilooknicelikeyouandmama

Bridget:(laughed)Nobabygirl,you

don'tlooklikemeormama...

Theirbabysistercriedinthenext

roomandtheyracedtoherlaughing

wheretheypickedherup,Kamo



parkedoutsideandeveryonerushed

tothelivingroomwhereBayanglit

thecandlesandstoodamongstthe

childrenasKamoexhaustedlywalked

infromdealingwithoneofher

pregnantunderageclients...

All:(singing)SURPRISE!HAPPY

BIRTHDAYTOYOU,HAPPY

BIRTHDAYDEARMOMMYHAPPY

BIRTHDAYTOYOU!

Asmilecoveredherfaceasshe

leanedoverandblewthecandles

thenBayangputthecakedownand



huggedher...

Bayang:(kissedherneck)Mybabe

bathung...youlookexhausted

Kamo:Andstressedout,ihateit

whenlittlegirlssufferfromallthese

stupidlyingmen...(smiledandlooked

atBridgetandMighty)Butatleast

thesegirlsarewiseakere?Even

thoughtheotherlookslikeaghost

EveryonelaughedlookingatMighty

aseveryonesatdownandwaitedfor

theirsliceofcakeasKamoputin

theirplatesandhandedthemthen



shegotthebabyandate.....

AtLodge(nearOkavangoDelta)....

Aatilepushedthemosquitonetaside

ashewalkedouttothewooden

balconywhereSediwasslowly

swingingonthehammockinher

bikiniandasunhatoverherfaceas

shereadanovelrelaxedwitha

cocktailbythetreebranchthat

bendedinthedeck...

ShirtlessinhisbeachpantsAatile

snatchedherbookandpickedherup



asshelaughedholdingontohim...

Aatile:Ijustcamefromthesafaricar,

wehavetogototheboatforacruise

Sedi:(laughed)ButI'mexhausted,i

didn'tsleeplastnight,someonedidn't

wanttoletmerest

Aatile:Who?Don'tevenstart...

Hewalkedinandputherdownthen

shelookedinherbagforchanging

clothes,she.Untiedherbikinitopand

threwitonthebedthenshebentover

pullingdownherpanties,Aatile

walkedupbehindherandheldher



waistkissingherneckashisboner

pokedherbutt...

Sedi:Ngngno,notagain

Aatile:(mutteredkissingher)Come

onbabe...

Hekissedhercaressingherbody

thenhegotononekneeandputher

footonhisotherkneeopeningupher

thighsandburiedhisheadinthere

eatingherassheturnedhereyes

touchinghishead...



Sedi:(moaning)Ohhhhhh.....(softly)

Uhhh.....

Hewiggledhistongueinthereand

stoodkissingherwithhungerand

pushedheragainstthecottagepillar

asshehuggedittightlythenhelifted

herbuttand #removed...

Ontheroad......

Tshepodrovehisfamilyalongthe

roadtoJwanenglisteningtoCountry

musicasMayalaidasleeponfront

seatholdingabigpackofCheesy



CurlswhileAdeleandGiovannilaid

peacefullyasleepstrappedontheir

colourfulcarseats....

Heglancedathisyoungbeautiful

wifeagainandputhishandonher

smooththighashedrovewithone

handlisteningtomusicthenhe

pulledovernightandashe

approachedafillingstation...

Hefilledthetankandsteppedout

closingthedoorthenMayagotup

andyawnedlookingoutthewindow.

Shegotoutasthechildrenwokeup



yawningandpointingoutsidewith

toys..

Adele:Mama?Letmeout,iwantto

goinsidewithdaddy...

Mayastrappedthemoutandtheyran

insidetheshopwheretheywent

straightforthefreezersandgot

Popsiclesthentheyslowlywalkedby

thequeuelookingupatpeopletrying

tofindtheirdad...

Adele:Daddy?



Giovanni:Daddyisoverthere...

GiovanniranoverasTsheposmiled

andpickedhimupthemheputAdele

infront,Mayapickedafewsnacks

andjoinedherhusbandonthequeue

asheputhisarmaroundherand

kissedhercheekbeforepayingfor

theirthings.

Minuteslaterthefamilywalkedoutof

theshopchattingasAdelehopped

betweenthemwithherbouncyhair

asshesuspendedherselfbetween

herparentsuntilshereachedthecar



andlaughedastheyputherdown.

MayagotinthefrontseatasTshepo

strappedthekidsandgotinthenhe

droveoutofthefillingstationas

Mayasnappedherfingersinging

alongwiththemusicwhilethe

childrencalledtheirfatheroverand

overagaintalkingloudlyabout

whatever..

Maya:(gasped)Almostforgottocall

papaandconfirmgoregatwethe

ladywhoistakingcareofmymother

kemangbecausehersisterisn't



answeringthephone

Tshepo:Askyourmom

ShedialedLolo'snumber...

Lolo:Hello?

Maya:Mamawhat'sthenameofthe

womantakingcareofmyGrace

again?

Lolo:AugatweGrace...(laughed)Say

mymother

Maya:(laughed)Itfeelsawkward

maybeit'sbecauseihaven'tmether

yet,I'lltrytosayitwheniseethe



situationallowing.

Lolo:(laughed)I'llsendthenumber,

yourfatherhadgivenmealltheir

numberslastweek.

Maya:Okaybye

Shehungupandcontinuedsinging

alongasthekindsjoinedinthenshe

tookoutherphoneandrecordeda

videosingingfacingthecamera,she

showedthekidssingingintheback

strappedontheseatsandfinally

showedherhubby,whosmiledand

sangalong,singingsoperfectlyMaya

gaspedwideninghereyesand



broughtthephonebacktoherface...

Maya:Guysdidyouhearthat...My

husbandcansing....Hahaha

Tshepo:(touchedherthighand

laughed)Nnathemmaketalented

Maya:(laughed)Uhmxmutwajaaka

aipoka..

TheylaughedasdrovewhileMaya

enjoyedthecommentsfromher

videountilthenetworkgotcut......

AtMelbourneAirport(Australia)



Calvinanxiouslywaitedlooking

throughthecrowdofflight

passengerswalkingoutthenhis

hospitalbeerwentoff,hetookitout

andglancedatitandtexted.

Calvin:Pleasecallinthenextdoctor,

I'mstuckintraffic.

Hesliditbackinthepocketandtook

offhistuxjacketandsighedturning

hisbacktotheexit,hisdaughter's

voiceturnedhimaroundashesmiled

andspreadhisarmswaitingforher



assheranover...

Sheranshakingher2yearoldbig

tummyandbottomasshegiggled

excitedlyandjumpedondaddy's

arms,heputheronhischestand

kissedherthenheputhisarmaround

hiswifeandFrenchkissedherbefore

givingherabighug...

Tina:(sighedinrelief)I'msorelieved,

travellingissoscary.Ikept

wonderingwhatI'ddoifigotlost..

Calvin:(laughed)Welcometo

Australiababe,Iloveyou...Manthis



issogood,finallyiwon'tbecoming

toalonelyhouse...

Theyturnedaroundandwalkedaway

asCalvindraggedtheirbagwhile

carryinghisdaughter.....

AtGaboroneHighCourt.....

ABTVnewscrewsetuptheir

equipmentbeforethecourtasa

youngbeautifuljournalistfixedher

hairholdingthemic,oneofthesound

guyssignaledasJanandAgatha

walkedoutofthecourtwithahappy



crowdholdingarainbowflagbehind

them...

Soundguy:roll!

Thecamerastartedrollingasthe

othermembergrabbedthecamera

manbehindguidinghimashewalked

backwardsfilmingthejournalists

withthecrowdbehindher....

Reporter:(holdingthemic)Itsa

beautifulvictoryfortheLGBTI

communitytodayasthehighCourt

grandsatransgendermanhiswish,



asoftodayJanDanielsislegally

male.Let'shearfromtheman

himself...

Thejournalistapproachedthecrowd

whereJanwasputtinghisarm

aroundAgatha...

Journalist:MrDanielsyouhavejust

beenpronouncedmale,howdoyou

feelaboutthat?

Hesmiledhandsomelyandrubbed

hismustachewithhisarmaround

Agatha...



Jan:Wellican'texplainhowhappyi

amtodayicanonlyshowyou...

Hegotononekneeandtookouta

ringlookingupatAgathawhose

Jawsdroppedassheshylylookedat

thenewscamerasrollingandthe

LGBTIcommunitywavingtheir

rainbowflag...

Jan:Willyoudomethehonerof

beingMrsJanDaniels?



Shecoveredhermouthandstretched

herhand...

Jan:Yes,yes,yes!

Hestoodupandyankedherup

swingingheraroundandkissedher

beforeputtingtheringonherfinger...

Agatha:JanI'mpregnant.....

Therewassilenceashelookedat

her...



Jan:What?

Agatha:Theprocedureworked,I'm

pregnant...(tearfully)You'regoingto

beadad...(smiled)I'mthreemonths

pregnant,iliedsayingitdidn'twork

soicouldsoothyouincasethecourt

ruledagainstyou.

Jan:(emotional)I'mgoingtobea

dad?(turnedtoeveryoneandraised

hisfistofvictorylikeNelsonMandela)

I'mgoingtobeadad...

Hepickedherupandwithonearm

andraisedtheotherinvictoryasthe

LGBTICommunitycheered.Thenews



journalistturnedtothecamera

smilingholdingthemic...

Her:Andthatladiesandgentlemenis

ashoutofvictory,IamSegolame

Barui.BTVnews,Gaborone.

AtBlock7(Gaborone)....

AndrewhelpedBabygetinthecaras

shegruntedandpushedholdingher

bigbump...

Andrew:Babypleasedon'tpush.....



Theirdaughtercriedhysterically

confusedandpanickingasher

motherscreamedpushing.Andrew

closedthedoorandpickedhis

daughterstrappingherinhercarseat

thenheranbackinsideforthebaby

bagasBabytookoffherpantieslying

onthefrontseatspreadingherlegs

screamingscaringherdaughtereven

more...

Her:(cryingandscreaming)MAMA?

DADDY!MAMA?



Andrewjumpedinandskiddedoff

joiningthetrafficblowingthehorn

anddialingGaboronePrivate

Hospital.....

Andrew:Fuck!(tohisdaughter)

Pumpkinmommyisfine,ok,stop

crying

Baby:(screaming)Thebabyis

coming!Thebabyiscoming

Pumpkin:(cryinghysterically)Mama?

Mama?

Andrewspoketooneofthehospital

staffashehitthehornandgot



betweenthetraffic.MeanwhileBaby

pushedandthebaby'sheadcame

out,Andrewdroppedthephoneand

lookedather...

Andrew:(panicking)Ohshit!Ohshit!

Ohshit!

Pumpkin:(crying)Mama?Mama?

Babypushedandgrabbedthebaby

beforehecouldslipdownwhile

Andrewmaneuveredbetweenthe

city'smostcongestedtraffic,the

babystartedcryingasBabyputhim

onherchestandcried...



Baby:Ineedablanket,heiscold

Andrewgrabbedthesteeringwheel

withonehandandopenedthebaby

bagwiththeotherthenhehandedit,

Babywrappedthenewbornwitha

blanketandkissedhimasPumpkin

rubbedofhertearsandsmiled

lookingatthebaby...

Pumpkin:Isourbaby?

Baby:Yesbabe,it'sourbaby...

Andrew:(sighed)IsheOK?



Baby:Heisfine

Andrew:HisnameisEarlyBird,WTF

DDis3weeksfromnow

Baby:Duedatesaren'talways

accurate

Minuteslaterhedrovethroughthe

GPHgate....

***

AboutanhourlaterAndrewwalkedin

thehospitalroomcarryinghis

daughterandholdingabigheart



balloonasBabylaidonthebed

holdingthebabyandbreastfeeding...

Baby:(laughedlookingather

husbandanddaughter)I'msorryfor

freakingyouout

Andrew:(laughed)I'mtraumatised

fordays.

Pumpkinjumpedonthebedandsat

nexttohermotherlookingatherlittle

brother...

Pumpkin:Caniholdhim?



Babysupportedthebaby'sheadwhile

hisbigsisterheldhimforthefirst

timethenAndrewleanedoverand

kissedher...

Andrew:Ispoketomymom,shewill

getthenightbusfromMaun.

Baby:Okay...

Andrew:Italkedtobothofyour

fathersandmomtoo...(sighed)Okay,

itsmyturntoholdthebabynow...

AndrewsatdownthenBabyhanded



himthebabyasheawkwardlyheld

himlikehewasafragile...

Baby:(laughed)Ithelaompolaa

mogomasweothamaladitsemolala,

justrelax.Hewon'tbreak

Andrewsighedandrelaxedthenhe

smiledatthebaby......

AtMaunInternationalAirport.....

Laterthatafternoonanxiouslyrubbed

hishandstogetherstaringattheexit



aspeopleofdifferentraceswalked

outpullingtheirbagsthenLaila

flippedherblondehairbackandto

himithappenedinslowmotionlikea

scenefromthemovie.

Zane:(whispered)Damn...

Helookedathisbeautifulcoloured

babygirlwithcurlyhairandsmiled

emotionally,hecouldn'tmovenorsay

anythingasLailawalkeduptohim

andhuggedhimthenhehuggedher

andlookedatSarona...



Laila:Sasadoyourememberhim?

Sasa:Daddy?

Zaneturnedaroundindisbeliefgiving

themhisbackandputhishandsover

hisface,hesmiledandlookedather

againthenhepickedherupand

heavedahugesighholdingherinhis

arms..

Zane:Ican'tbelieveireallymadea

baby...(kissedhercurlyhair)

Welcomehomebaby...Daddyloves

you

Sasa:Iloveyoutoo



HesteppedovertoLailaandtouched

hercheekasheleanedoverFrench

kissingherwhilepeoplepassedby.

Zane:(huggedherandsighed)

WelcometoMaun...

Laila:Khialeboga!

Zane:(laughed)Yousoundhilarious

butyou'redoinggoodforaBotswana

daughterinlaw....Mymomisgoing

toloveyou.

Laila:Ihopeso...



Theyturnedaroundandwalkedout

oftheairport.....

AtDidi'sHouse....

LateronZanedrovethroughthegate

andparkedinfrontofthebachelor

padatthebackthentheystepped

out..

Laila:Wow,ithoughtweweregoing

tosleepinatraditionalhut,whereare

thehuts?

Zane:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Laila:IGoogledBotswanahouses

Zane:(laughed)Weusethoseatthe

cattlepost,whatyoucallafarm

Laila:Okay,iwanttheMotswanalife,

youshouldtakemethere.Iwantto

eattheMotswanafood,iwantswii....

Umthatwaterlillypotatolikethingy.I

wanttotrythose...

Zane:(laughed)Trustmeyou're

goingtoseeallthat,thereisplentyof

time...Comeonin...

HeledherinandputSasadownthen

shejumpedonthecouchand

switchedtheTVon...



Sasa:MommycaniwatchShimmer

andShine

Zane:ThereisnoWiFitodaysoyou

watchwhateverisonTV..

HeswitchedtheTVonasSasa

staredatthescreenthenheledLaila

tothebedroomwherehelockedthe

doorandkissedherasshepulledout

hist-shirt,hetossedheronthebed

andunzippedhisjeans...

Laila:(moaning)Imissedthisbig

blackdick.....



Hetriedtopulloutherpantiesbut

impatientlyoptedtopullthemaside

holdinghisblacksnakeand

#removed

AtLolo'sHouse....

IntheeveningSetsoandheryounger

siblingssurroundedthelaptopon

SkypewithCalvin,Tinaandtheir

daughter..

Calvin:Mamaisgoingtoworkon



yourtravellingdocuments,iwantyou

guysherebyDecember.Youshould

celebrateyourChristmasinAustralia

Setso:(smiled)HeiDecemberleene

okgakala...

Kato:Eishkanannagakejolekebata

ngwanyanawalekgoajaakaZane,

pleasebefastbecausemyAustralian

girlfriendiswaitingforherboyfriend.

AatileJr:(theyalllaughed)Metoo,

I'mevensavingforourdinnerdates

Setso:(laughed)Hohohoijannake

nyalwamono,I'llbetheretovisitand

comeback.

Ranaan:IsBayangJuniorgoingto



marryyou?

Setso:(gasped)CalvinIdon'tknow

whatheistalkingabout

Calvin:Don'tgetpregnantSetso,i

wantyoutofinishschool

Setso:I'mgoingtobeadoctor,don't

worry...

Viv:AmicomingtoouncleCarl?

Calvin:Ofcourseyou'recomingbaby

whynot,you'retheprettiestinthe

family.

Mofenyi:Metoo!

Calvin:You'rehandsomemyboy...



Theyalllaughedandcontinued

chatting......

AtJan'shouse..(Maun)

EarlythenextmorningJanparked

thecarandleftAgathainthehouse

thenhepreparedthebedandcame

backforhertalkingtothephone...

Jan:Ok

Amantle:(laughed)AndAgathais

glowingthengbatho.

Jan:(laughed)Thanksmom,howis



Miller?

Amantle:Heissleeping,takecareof

Agatharramoimanawaa

thokomelwa,Papaagontseobuale

wenaakere?

Jan:Yes,hehelpedthroughoutall

these.Theyareallverysupportivele

boZane.

Amantle:Zanecalledmemaloba

wishingmeagoodmother'sdayand

thankingmefortheshareskehake

itumetse.IeventoldDidi

Jan:Zaneisalwaysgrateful.

Amantle:Okbye,ijustwantedtohear

ifyouarrivedsafely



Jan:Bye

Hehungupandslidthephoneinhis

pocketthenheliftedAgathaoutthe

thecarassheopenedhereyes

yawning......

Jan:(softly)Hey..

Agatha:(Yawning)Ican'tbelievewe

arehereandididn'thearanything....

Hewalkedinthehouseandlaidher

downthenhetuckedherinand

lookedathereyessmiling,hekissed



herhandandleanedoverkissingher

thenhekickedoffhisbootsand

peeledthesheetsoff...

Hetookoffhispantsandkissedher

gettingbetweenherlegsashis

anacondastretchedtheboxerbriefs

erecting,helookedinhereyesand

babykissedher...

Jan:Thanksforthebaby

Agatha:Iloveyoudaddy...

Hekissedherandblockedherwith



theanacondaasshegraspedthenhe

pushedhalfinsideandshefrowned

whimpering...

Agatha:Shitthisthingisbig

Jankissedherand#removed.......

At3rdDegreeGardens.....

LaterthatSaturdaymorningBusiness

programfilmcrewfromBTVfilmed

thefreshflowergardenshowing

differentflowersasafewpeople



walkedalongthesmallpathsand

admiredhowfreshtheylooked...

Meanwhileacrowdofpeoplesat

underthewhitestretchtentpitched

onthefreshgreengrassastheDJ

loweredthemusic...

Kensmiledandtookadeepbreath

admiringDidiassheheldherlong

dressthathuggedherbeautifulbody,

shesmiledateveryoneandflipped

herhairbacktakingthemicthenKen

andZanestartedawelcomeclap,the

crowdjoinedinandclappedasthe



filmcrewsetuptheircameras..

Lolosmiledandproudlywavedat

Didi....

Didi:ThankyouveryMC,I'dliketo

takethisopportunitytothankGodfor

carryingmethroughallthe

difficultiesiwentthroughtofinally

openmydreambusinessandany

otherchallengeiwentthrough.I'dlike

tothankmysistersBlessingand

Ariannaformotivatingmeand

forcingmetogetupwhenididn'tfeel

likeit.(pointedatthem)Theseladies



arethebestgiftmymotherhasever

givenmeandI'llforeverremain

grateful,blesshersoul.I'dalsoliketo

thankmyexhusbandPastorDaniels

whoalsohappenstobemybest

friendandcheerleader...

Kensmiledathershrinkinghiseyes

thenshesmiledblushingandfaced

thecrowd...

Didi:Mythanksalsogotomyfirst

bornZane,heishisfather'supdated

version(everyonelaughedthenKen

andZanefistbumpedproudly)



Yesterdaywewelcomedoursoonto

bedaughterinlawLailaandourone

andonlygranddaughterfrom

OklahomacityintheUS...YesZane

otswagotogelalebolelakoAmerica

harragweenealebusyaithuta

baebele(everyonelaughed)This

familyofmineisfullofdramamme

helaiwouldn'ttradeitforanything.I

knowyouallknowwhathappened

betweenmyexhusbandandi

throughouttheyearsmmehelaifi

hadtodoitalloveragainI'ddoitthe

samewaybecauseiamwhatiam

becauseofthem.Wantenapastor

Kenmmehelagapehaaseokea



boregaakerehagonayokemo

tsenyangstress

Ken:(laughed)Holyfireonthisevil

woman!

EveryonelaughedasDidilaughed

holdingthemic...

Didi:I'dalsoliketothankLoloforthe

supportshehasgivenme,seethis

ladyrighthereiswhaticallanalpha

female...Kooresheraisedallthe

childrenandsheisaprovider,sheis

notthetypethatneedsamanbutthe

oneamanneedsinhislife.Thanks



Lolo

Lolo:No,honeyyou'reanalpha

female.It'snotaboutperfectionit's

aboutbeingabletogetupeachlife

knocksyoudown

EveryoneclappedasDidismiled...

Didi:Shealsospeaksinmetaphors

dilotsagrayhair...(Lolosmiled

proudlyandgaveherathumbsup}

WhereisJan?(shelookedforJan

andsomeonepointedathim)I'dlike

tothankoursonJan,forthosewho

don'tknowJanisproudtransman,



himandhissoontobewifeare

expectingtheirfirstchildtogether,

thankyousonforallthesupportyou

gaveme.Thisgardenkanaishere

becauseeveryonehadaninput.

Jannoddedandpeopleclapped

handslisteningtoDidi'sspeech

whichcoveredallofherfriendsand

familyincludingAronaandTyrowho

clappedamongstthecrowd.….

***

Lateronushersservedeveryoneas



Ariannabentoverhandingthefoodto

oneofthewidowedpastorsfrom

church....

Him:ThankyouArianna,ididn'tsee

youatchurchlastweek

Arianna:IamaSundayschool

teachersoIspendmoretimethere.

Him:Isee....Weshouldtalk

sometimewhenyou'refree

Arianna:I'dlikethatpastor

Him:Thankyou,andyoulook

beautiful

Arianna:Thankyou......



Shewalkedawayblushingand

smiledathersisterswhowinkedat

hersecretly....

MeanwhileKageleloandLolo

approachedDidiandKenwhowere

standingwithZane,Lailaandtheir

granddaughter...

Lolo:Didimmacongratsmmere

tsenehaMoremigamereservehale

Didi:Thankyouforcoming,iknowwe

agreedtokeepafairdistance

betweenusbutitwasgreatseeing



you.

Lolo:Iwouldn'thavemisseditfor

anything.Wemightnotbehanging

togetherbutwehavehistorysowe

shouldbethereifanythingbig

happensinourlives,forthesakeof

ourhistory.It'sgoodtoseeyou

happy

Didi:Thankyou

Meanwhileafewstepsfromthem

KageleloandKenbumped

shoulders...

Ken:Drivesafely



Kagelelo:Thanksnfundisi(theyboth

laughedandbumpedshouldersagain)

andcongratulationsontheNOG,

you'rechangingthosemen'slives

andwhenigetbackiwanttoknow

whaticandototakepartbecause

mybrotherhadnothingwhenhegot

outofprisonbecausenoonewould

hireanexconvictsoyou'regiving

peopleasecondchance.You're

servingGodinallkindsofwaysandi

respectyouforthat

Ken:Thankyou,acertainpastor

nevergaveuponmewhenileft

prisonhebroughtmetochurch,then

iwenttotheUSandnowiam



successfulbecausesomeone

believedinme.Ijustwanttodothe

sameforallthosepeople.

Kagelelo:Wewilltalk

Ken:Sure..

Theybumpedshouldersthen

KageleloputhisarmaroundLolo's

waistandledherawayfromthe

crowd,Kenturnedaroundandlooked

atDidiasshelaughedwiththeir

childrencarryinghergranddaughter.

Hetookouthisphoneandwaitedfor

herhertolaugh,sureenoughLaila

brokeherbrokenSetswana



confidentlyandshelaughedthenhe

capturedthemomentandsighed

lookingatthepicture.

Blessingandoneofthebrothers

fromchurchwalkedbehindhimand

leanedoverlookingatthepicture....

Brother:Sheisbeautiful...

Blessing:thankstomoa,ididher

facebeat.Ariannaonlydidthehair..

Ken:(laughed)So?

Brother:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou

twoarepretendingyou'reokaywith



justbeingfriends,amigoingto

marryBlessingntseloleditsala?

Ken:(laughed)That'snowayof

talkingtoapastor...behave

Hepatthemontheshouldersand

walkedawayastheyshooktheir

headsandjoinedthecrowdholding

hands...

Brother:Youlookgorgeousinthis

dress...

Blessing:Yousaidthatbefore,a

thousandtimesTracy



Tracy:(laughed)Can'thelpit..

Theywalkedthroughthecrowdas

Blessingswungherhipsfromsideto

side.....

***

OtlheapproachedDidifromtheback

andpokedher,Diditurnedaround

andsmiledsurprisedtoseeherthen

theyhuggedsmiling...

Didi:Ididn'tthinkyou'dcomesinc-



Otlhe:Idumpedhisass,nkasekgone

thisguywantstoisolatemefrommy

family,hedidn'tevenwantmetogo

tochurchandcanyoubelieveheis

theonewhocan'thavechildren?

Didi:What?

Otlhe:Hadhebeenhonestwithmei

wouldhavebeenfinebuttolie?and

hehateskidsnnakebatabana,he

wastedmytime.Nowit'stoolate

Didi:Notreally,youstillhavea

chance.

Otlhe:ThenextmaniseeI'm

jumpingonhimkeaimagorekeboe

keimegapenextyear...



Randallslowlypassedbythemand

smiledatherthenshelookedatDidi

andtheylookedbackathim,they

bothburstintolaugherclapping

together...

Otlhe:(laughed)Iwasn'tseriousrra

orelebileeng?

Randall:(laughed)Nyaathemma

ntolelamma,DidiknowsI'magood

guy

Didi:Heisactuallynotbadandi

knowhehasbeenprayingforawife.

Otlhe:(laughedandsmackedher)I



can'tbelieveyou'regoingtohookme

upwithsomeone

Didi:Randallcanyoushowherthe

rosesiwasshowingthemediaearlier?

Randall:Withpleasure

Randallsmiledandgotherarm

leadinghertotherosesection...

Randall:MynameisRandall

Otlhe:(laughed)IamOtlhe....

Theylaughednaughtilyandwalked

away....



Didiwalkedtowardsthesenior

pastor'swifewhowastalkingtothe

othersistersfromchurch...

Didi:Canwetalk?Iwanttoshowyou

thecornerofthegardeniwantto

borrowthesinglemother's

Her:Ohyeskanayousaidyouwant

tocreateaclubtohelpsingleparents

Didi:Yes,Iwantthemtouse2

hectaresofmygardentodo

whatevertheycantomakemoney.

I'vebeenastrugglingsinglemother

beforesoiwanttohelpafewthati



can

Her:Thisisveryimpressive,we

shouldsitdownandmakeaproper

planthenpresentittothechurch.

Lethogonolohelpsthewidows

Didi:Andsheisdoingagoodjob,i

wastalkingtohertheotherday....

They'redoinggreat...

Kenwalkedoverandstoodbehind

Didithenheshookhandswiththe

seniorpastor'swife...

Ken:Caniborrowherforaminute?



Her:Noproblem...

Hetookherasideasshecuriously

lookedathimtuckingherhairbehind

herearthenheunbuttonedhistux

andtookoutahospitalreceipt...

Ken:I'vesavedupafewThebesto

payforthis

Didilookedatthedoctor's

appointmentforabreastimplant

thenshelookedathimandsmiled

shyly...



Didi:Thankyou

Ken:Ialsobookedthenextflightto

SouthAfricabecauseyouhavetosee

thedoctortomorrowbeforehecan

performthesurgeryonMonday.

Didi:What?(lookedatthedateagain)

I'llneed-

Ken:Ithinksinceiinjuredyoui

shouldbetheonetakinggoodcare

ofyoutomakesureyougobackto

thewayyouwerebefore.Ibought

twoticketsandourflightisleavingin

anhour..Whatdoyousay?Shallwe?



Shelookedinhiseyesandswallowed

thenshenoticedhewaslookingat

somethingbehindher,sheturnedto

alltheirchildrenstandingtogether

withLailaandJanallofthem

crossingtheirfingers...

Didi:(blushed)Goengjaanong?

Tswanghathe!(theylaughedthen

sheturnedbackathim)Andyou

bettertakegoodcareofmeorelsei

reportyou,youknowidon'tforgive

Kenlaughedandhuggedher

swingingheraroundasallthe



childrenjumpedandclappedhands

thenKengrabbedherhandandled

hertothecar....

Atthefillingstation....

Masilosquattedbythetyreandfilled

itupthenhecheckedothertyres

whileLolofixedherlipsticklookingat

themirrorthenshenoticedahanging

meatonherarms,shehatedtheidea

ofageing.Masilogotinthecarthen

shegothersweaterfromtheback

andputitonashekissedherwithout

awarning...



Masilo:Ready?

Lolo:Yes....

Hestartedthecaranddroveoutof

thefillingstationandjoinedthemain

road.......

AtMaunInternationalAirport.....

LateronDiditookaseatbythe

windowwhileKenwasdoing

somethingabovethem,shelooked

outsidetheplaneandsighedsmiling



thoughtfullythenKensatnexttoher

andsmiledather...

Ken:(softly)Hey...

Didi:(softly)Hey...

Announcementsweremadeandthe

planerolledontherunwayasthey

bothlookedoutsideasittookoff,

Diditightlygrabbedthesidechairs

holdingherbreathforthatlittle

momentofsicknessthenKenheld

herhandandkisseditlookingather

thoughtfullyasherelaxedleaning

backonhischair...



Ken:Feelingabitsick?

Didi:Ithappenstomeeachtimethe

planetakesoff..

Ken:Hereissomethingtokeepyour

mindbusy...

HehandedheranoveltitledWICKED

ME,herjawsdroppedasshesmiled

completelysurprisedthenshe

frownedcarefullylookingatthe

cover...

Didi:Irememberthisshoes!(laughed)



It'sbackthenwhenyouwereadealer

beforewehadkids..Hahahaiusedto

spendyourmoneylikeitwas

monopolymoney.

Ken:(laughed)Iwasn'tsurewhich

covertoputsofoundthatinourold

picturesandusedit...

Didi:(laughed)Istoppedwritingthis

alongtimeago...(laughed)Ifeelso

stupid.Sodoesitendwhereiended

itoryoucontinuedwriting?

Ken:(smiled)Thereisonlyoneway

tofindout...

Shesmiledemotionallyandhugged



himthenshekissedhimonthecheek

andleanedbackreading,hesmiledat

herandwavedanotherone.

Ken:I'llgiveyouthisonewhenyou

finishthatone

Didi:What'sthat

Heshowedherthecover{RUNNING

INCIRCLES-Howtoavoidmakingthe

samemistakesinyourmarriage.By

PastorKennaDaniels}

Didi:Itsoundsnice



Ken:Itis,afterreadingitonceyouget

marriedyou'llnevergetdivorced.It

hasanadvicemymothergavetome

aboutmarriageandI'veignoredit

throughouttheyearsbutnowithink

it'sthebesttoolformarriage.Just

finishthatonefirst.

Didi:(smiled)Ok

Shelookeddownandstartedreading

thenheleanedoverandkissedher

cheek...

Ken:Youlookbeautiful

Didi:Thanks...



Theystaredatoneanotherand

swallowedlookingateachotherslips

thentheyleanedbackandreadtheir

books.

THEEND

Don'tforgettoLikeanddropa

commentbelow,more

announcementscomingup!
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