


WenaUngowami Prologue

I'mstandingherewithallthesedifferentwoman,I

don'tknowanyofthemsinceI'mnewhere.

Lady:Heyareyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Lady:Areyounewhere?

Me:YesI'mnew.

Lady:I'mSindibytheway.

Me:OkayI'mThandolwethu.

Sindi:YoulookveryyoungThandowhyareyouhere?

Me:It'salongstory.

Sindi:Okayhowoldareyou?

Me:Youasktoomanyquestions,I'm18.

Sindi:I'mjusttryingtobefriendly,howdidMam



Lorrainefindyou?

Me:Shefoundmeintownlivingonthestreets.

Sindi:Okay.

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Sindi:It'salongstorynana.

Me:AtleastMamLorraineishelpingus.

Sindi:Youknowit'snotaboutusbutherright.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Sindi:Youwillunderstandastimegoesonbutit's

notagoodIdeaforyoutobehere.

Me:Idon'thaveanywhereelsetogo.

Sindi:Areyoustillavirgin?

Me:NoIwasraped.

Sindi:I'msorry.

Me:Don'tbe.

Sindi:Itgetstoughinhereyouknowit'snoteasy.

Me:Idon'tthinkit'sthathard.



Sindi:Sometimeswedon'tgetanyclientsandit's

hardwhenyouarenew.

Me:IfIdon'tgetthemit'snoproblemIwillgosleep.

Sindi:Ifyoudon'tbringmoneyMamLorrainegets

reallymadandthatendsupbad.

Me:Whendidyoustartworkingforher?

Sindi:Tenyearsago.

Me:Whyareyoustillhere?

Sindi:Whenyouworkforsomeoneyoubecometheir

puppet,theyownyou.

Me:WhenIgetenoughmoneyIknowIwillgostudy.

Sindi:It'snotaseasyasyouthinklove.

Me:Wewillseeaboutthat.

Sindi:WhenmyclientcomesIcangowithyouso

youcanseehowthisjobworks.

Me:Noit'sfineIwillwaitformyclient.

Sindi:Ifyousayso,myclientishereseeyouinthe

morning.



Me:Okaybye.

Sheclimbedintothecarandleft,Istoodthere

waitingforanyclientstocomebuttheydidn't.The

girlskeptonleavingtillIwasleftalone,afteranhour

Idecidedtogobacktothehousewhereweall

stayed.

Igotintothehouseandwentstraighttomyroom,I

havemyownroomIdon'tknowmaybeit'sbecause

I'mstillnewbecauseeveryoneelseissharing.Idon't

knowwhenIfellasleepbutIfeltsomeoneshaking

me.

Lady:Wakeupthere'sameetinginthelivingroom.

Me:I'mstillsleeping.

Lady:Iseeyouarenewbutletmegiveyouadvice,

whenMamLorrainesummonsusyoudon'tsaythat

otherwiseyouwillbeinbigtrouble.

Me:OkayfineI'mcoming.

Iwokeupanddraggedmyselftothelivingroom

everyonewasthereincludingSindi.



MamLorraine:Youcanallgivemewhatsmine.

TheystartedgivinghermoneywhichIdidn'thave.

MamLorraine:Thandowhereisthemoney?

Me:Ididn'tgetanyclientyesterday.

IsaidnotevenlookingatherbecauseIdidn'tcare

butIfeltahotslapacrossmyface.

MamLorraine:Noonesaysthathereuyangizwa(do

youhearme),everydayyougooutandcomeback

withmymoney.

Inodded.

MamLorraine:Doyouhearme?

Me:Yes.

MamLorraine:YouwillbemovinginwithSindishe

willteachyouathingortwoandyouoweme.

Shesaidthatandleft.

Sindi:Iwillhelpyouwithyourthings.

Me:Thankyou.

Wetookmythingstoherroomandsettledin.



MynameisThandolwethuMdletsheandthisismy

journey,staytunedformoredrama,revenge,pain

andlove.

Insertone

Ididn'teatsupperbecauseIdidn'tbringanymoney,I

wasn'tevenallowedtothekitchenbutSindihid

somefoodformeandbroughtitinourroom.

Sindi:Youshouldeatsomething.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Sindi:IhardlyatebecauseIwassavingforyouand

nowyousayyounothungry.

Ididn'treplyIjusttookthefoodandate.

Me:ThankyousisSindiIdon'tevenknowwhyyou

arehelpingmebutI'mgrateful.

Sindi:Youwelcome,Ihadalittlesisterandshedied

becauseIfailedtoprotecther.

Me:Whathappenedtoher.



Sindi:Shekilledherselfbecauseourstepfather

usedtorapeher,Ishouldhaveprotectedher

becauseIknewhewasgoingtodoittohertoo.

Me:Youmeanhedidittoyoutoo?

Sindi:YestoomanytimestothepointwhereI

wantedhimtodoittomeeveryday.

Me:I'msosorrysisSindiforeverything.

Sindi:It'sokay,thereasonwhyIsayyoudon'thave

tobehereit'sbecauseIknowyouwillwanttolive

likethisfortherestofyourlife.

Me:OnedayIwilltellyoumystoryandyouwill

understandwhyIsayIdon'thaveanywhereelseto

go.

Sindi:Wejusthavetomakesurethatwhat

happenedtodaydoesnothappenagainbecause

MamLorrainecanpunishyouinsomanyways.

Me:Didsheeverhityou?

Sindi:Idon'tmeantoscareyoubutshehasdone

worsethanhitme.

IswallowedhardIdidn'tevenknowwhattosay



becauseitseemslikeit'sgoingtogethardeachday.

Me:Howlongdidittakeforyoutogetyourregular

clients?

Sindi:Afewmonthsonceyougetoneclientandyou

satisfyyourclienthewilltellotherssoonandsoon.

Me:Idon'tknowmuchaboutthisbusinessbutI'm

willingtolearn.

Sindi:Youwillbefinerelax.

Me:Shouldn'twebegettingreadyfortonight?

Sindi:Wedon'tworkonWednesdays.

Me:OnWednesdaysonly.

Sindi:Yesonly.

ThisisharderthanIthought,Idon'teventhinkI'm

readyforanyofthisbutlifeisneverreallyabout

whatyouwant.IfitwasthewayIwantittobeI

wouldn'tbeheretodayandeverythingwouldperfect.

Sindi:IshouldteachyouathingortwoasMam

Lorrainesaid.

Me:OkayI'mallears.



Sindi:Ifyougetaclient,youdoeverythingtheclient

wantsevenifyouarenotcomfortablewithitsome

areconsiderablyanddowhatyouwantbutmostly

theyarenot.Youdon'tstealanythingfromyour

client,youmakesurethemoneytheclientgivesyou

isthemoneyyouagreedon.Asktheclientifyou

satisfiedthemornotbecausetheyknowMam

Lorrainesotheycomplainifyoudon'tdowhatthey

want.

Me:Thisisnotgoingtobeeasysoiftheclienthit

mewhatshouldIdo?

Sindi:Nothingyoupretendlikeitdidn'thappen.

IknowI'mbrokenontheinsidebutwhensisSindi

speaksyoucanhearthepainbehindhervoiceeven

ifyoudon'tknowwhatpainis.Iwashopingtoforget

abouteverythingthathappenedtomebutitseems

likeI'mgoingtoaddmorepainbybeinghere.

Me:It'snotaseasyasIthoughtbutbelievemeit's

betterthanwhereIcomefrom.

Sindi:Wasitthatbad?

Me:SisSindiyoudon'twanttoknow.



Sindi:TomorrowIwilltellmyclienttobringoneof

hisfriendssoyoucanstartworking.

Me:Thankyou,sowhatdoyouthinkMamLorraine

willdotomesinceshesaidIoweher?

Sindi:Idon'tknowThandoallIknowisthatonceshe

givesyouoneofherpunishmentsyourlifewillnever

bethesameagain.

Shesaidthatanddisappearedtosmokeinthe

bathroom.Ilaydownonmybedandthinkaboutmy

life.

Yearsback

Mama:ThandoIwantyoutorunawayfromthis

houseandgofaraway.

Me:NomamaIwillneverleaveyou.

Mama:Thisisforyourowngood,sinceyourfather

diedit'snotthesameinthishouse.

Me:Butyouarethewhobroughtthismanintoour



lives.

Mama:ThandoI'mstillyourmotheryouwillnottalk

tomelikethat.

Me:Butit'strueandIlivetoseeyoubeinghit

everydaybythemanyouclaimtolove.

Mama:Thingswillneverchangeorbethesame

againthat'swhyIwantyoutoleavethisplace.

Me:OkaywhereshouldIgo?

Mama:YouwillgotoyourauntinJoburg.

Weplannedmydeparturewithmymotherandwe

didn'ttellmystepfatherbecausehewasnotgoing

toagree.LaterthatdayIheardmymother

screamingandIwenttotheirroom,mystepfather

washittingherasusualbuttodayhehadagunin

hishands.

Ipleadedwithhimtoforgivemymotherbuthedidn't

listeninsteadherapedmeInfrontofmymother,

mindyouIwasstillavirginafterthatheshot

himselfandmymotherInfrontofmetheybothdied

onthescene.Icalledmyauntandtoldher



everythingIwashappythatshebelievedme

becausesomepeopleweregoingtothinkthatIwas

theonewhokilledthem.

AfterthefuneralIwenttoJoburgwithmyauntand

herhusband.IdidmymatricandpassedIguessmy

auntgottiredofmethat'swhentheystartedtorape

mewithherhusbandeverytimetheyhadsexthey

wantedmetojointhem,myauntwoulduseher

fingersandtoysonmebutherhusbandwould

penetrateme.Ithreatenedthemaboutgoingtothe

policethat'swhenmyauntstartedsayingIwantto

killthemlikeIkilledmymotherandstepfatherso

shechasedmeoutthat'swhenIlivedonthestreets

untilMamLorrainefoundme.

Presentday

Sindi:ThandoIhavebeencallingyouforacoupleof

minutes,youareevencryingwhat'swrong?

Me:IguessI'mjustthinkingaboutmypastbutit's

nothingyoushouldworryabout.



Sindi:Okayyoushouldgetsomesleepandstop

overthinkingyouwilldieyoung.

Me:Idiedalongtimeago.

Isaidwalkingtothebathroomtosmoke,yesI

smokeweedit'ssomethingthatkeepsmydays

goingotherwiseIwouldhavelostmymindalong

timeago.

WhenIgetoutofthebathroomIfindMamLorraine

inourroom.

MamLorraine:I'mhereforyouwearthis.

Shesaidgivingmeadress.

MamLorraine:I'mgivingyoufiveminutestoget

readywearegoingsomewhere.

Me:Ithoughtwearenotworkingtoday.

Shejustlookedatme.

MamLorraine:Sindiyouneedtotellthisgirlabout

me.

Shesaidthatandwalkedout.



Sindi:Yourmouthisgoingtogetyouintotrouble

pleaselearntorespectMamLorraineforyourown

goodbecauseyouwon'tlikewhatshewilldotoyou.

Me:Okayfine.

Sindi:BequickIdon'tknowhowyouwillshutupif

youarethishigh.

IlaughedIwasreallyhighbutIwasscaredbecause

IknowMamLorrainewantstoteachmealesson.

Sindi:JustkeepquietanddoeverythingMam

Lorrainetellsyoutodookay.

Me:Yesmam.

Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddowithouther.

Inserttwo

WhenIgottoMamLorraineshewaswithacouple

ofmanandwomandrinkingwine,it'sreallygood

beinghershejustsitsaroundandenjoymoneythat

thegirlsmade.Idon'tthinkI'mgoingtoenjoy

stayingherebecauseIdon'tlikeMamLorrainebutI

don'thaveachoicesoIthinkit'sbestIjusttolerate



her.

MamLorraine:Gotothebedroomyouwereusing

whenyoufirstcamehereandwaitthere.

Me:Waitforwhatexactly?

Iregrettedaskingthatquestion.

Me:I'msorryI'mgoingtogonow.

Isaidleavingthemthere,IthinkIreallyneedtomind

mymouthbutthefactthatI'mhighdoesnothelp.

Istayedintheroomforalmostthirtyminutes

withoutanyonecomingin,asIwasstilldeepinmy

thoughtsagroupofoldmancametotheroom.

WhenIsaygroupofmanImeanoldman,theywere

alreadyintheirundergarmentsIthinktheywanted

metoknowthatit'sgoingtogodown.

Iclosedmyeyesandstrippednaked.

Man:Notsofastyoungladywearestillwaitingfor

otherpeople.

IwantedtotalkbutIdecidedtoshutupbecausethis

isclearI'mbeingpunishedformybigmouth.



Thedoorsprungopenandtheoldladiesthatwere

sittingwithMamLorraineenteredfollowedbyMam

Lorraine.

MamLorraine:Letthepartybegin.

Thisbroughtbackalltheeventsthathappenedinmy

past,Ididn'twanttoexperiencethisnotanytime

afterallthathappened.

ThereweredrinksintheroomsoIthoughtIshould

justtakeshotssothatIwon'tbesoberforanyof

this.

MamLorraine:NodrinksforyouIwantyouto

experienceallthiswhileyouaresobersothatyou

willnevermesswithmeeveragain.

AtleastI'mabithighbutthat'snotgoingtohelpme

inanyway.Theystartedtouchingmeanddoing

everythingtheywanted,therewerefivemanand

threewomanincludingMamLorraine.

IcriedtillmytearsbecamedryandIsurrendered,I

allowedthemtodoeverythingtheywantedtodoto

me.



Theydidallthatallnightlongtillitwasthemorning,

Icouldn'tevenwalkproperlythepainwas

unbearable.Iwenttoourroomandgotintoa

shower,Iwantedtowashawayalltheeventsof

yesterdaybutwhowasIkiddingIcanneverscrub

awaythepainthathasbuildahomeinsidemyheart.

Sindi:Getoutoftheshowernowyouarehurting

yourself.

Shepickedmeupandputmeonmybedafterdrying

mybody.

Me:IjustwanttosleepIwilllotionwhenIwakeup.

Shenodsandleavesmetodrowninmysorrows.

I'msleepingandIhearthemgigglingcomingtomy

roomIknowwhat'sabouttohappen,Iquicklywake

upandtrytolockmydoorbuttheyarealreadyinside

theroom.

Them:Youthinkyoucancontrolusinourown

house,Thandothat'snotgoingtohappenandyou

bettergetusedtoityoustayhereyoupay.

Me:PleaseIdon'tlikewhatyouaredoingtomeI



candoanythingbesidesthis.

Them:Youdon'tgettotelluswhattodo,socome.

Itryrunningawaybutmyfeetarestuckonthefloor

Sindi:Thandopleasewakeupitsjustadream.

Iwakeupsweatingwithmyheartpounding,Ihate

MamLorraineshebroughtbackallthenightmares

thatwereburiedatthebackofmymind.It'sbeen

longsinceIhadthembutwhattheydidtome

yesterdayiswhatmadethemcomeback.

Sindi:WhatdidMamLorrainedotoyousweetheart.

Me:Shetookmebackintoaplaceofdarkness,into

aplaceIthoughtIescaped.

Sindi:YouknowthatIdon'tunderstandright?

Me:IhatehersisSindi.

Sindi:I'msosorry.

Me:ThethingstheydidtomeevenMamLorraine

wasthere.

Sindi:WhatdoyoumeanMamLorrainewasthere?

Didshehurtyou?



Me:Yesshedid,therewerethreeandfiveman.

Sindi:YoumeanMamLorrainealsoyouknow?

Me:Yesshedid.

IwasnowcryingbecauseIneverthoughtIwouldgo

throughthatagain.

Sindi:I'msosorryThando.

Me:Myauntandherhusbandusedtodothattome

butIhadconvincedmymindthatIhadforgotten

aboutit,Itookallthosethoughtsandshovedthem

atthebackofmymindbutyesterdaythey

resurfacedinhighspeed.Iwentbacktothat

darknessandnowIwillneverburythesethoughts.

Sindi:Idon'tevenknowwhattosaybecausethere's

nothingthatIcansaytomakeyoufeelbetterbutI'm

hereforyou.

Ifeltsafeinherarmsmaybeit'sbecauseImissmy

mother.

Sindi:GotothekitchenandmakesomefoodMam

Lorraineisnothere,I'mgoingtogotothemallandI

willbringyousomeointmenttoapplydownthere



okay.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Sindi:Don'tsayanythingtoanyoneordosomething

strange,theothergirlsreporteverythingtoMam

Lorraine.

Inodded,IhavefoundabigsisterinherIjusthope

sheneverchangebecauseyoucanneverknow,

peoplechangeandtheychangetohurtthepeople

closetothem.

Iwokeupandworemygownthenheadedtothe

kitchen,somegirlswerewatchingtelevisionand

someweresniffingonsomecocaineIwonderif

MamLorraineistheonesupplyingthemwithdrugs.

Igottothekitchenandthefridgeandallthe

cupboardswerelocked.

Lady:Heyyoulookingforfood?

Me:YesIdidn'teatbreakfast.

Lady:Thisisthefirsttimethishappens,Idon'tknow

whyMamLorrainelockedthesethingsbecauseshe

neverlocksthem.



Me:Aiiit'sfineIwilleatlater.

Lady:ImSusanbytheway.

Me:Thando.

Ilefthertherebecausesheseemedlikethetalkative

type,shewilljustannoymebecauseI'mhungryand

veryangrybecauseIknowMamLorrainelockedall

thosethingsformesinceshesawthatIdidn'teat

breakfast,thisisstartingtobepersonalIdon'tthink

shehaseverbeenthisharshontheothergirls.

IgotintoourroomandtriedsleepingbutIkepton

turningandtossing,andthefactthatIwashungry

wasn'thelpingeither.

Sindi:BabyI'mback.

Me:I'mhungrysisSindiIfeellikeI'mgoingtodie.

Sindi:Don'tworrySusancalledmeandtoldmethat

MamLorrainelockedeverything.

Shesaidgivingmefriedchips,steakshopsand

bread.



Sindi:Slowdownyouaregoingtochokeanddie.

Me:DidMamLorraineeverlockthecupboards?

Sindi:Noshehasneverdonethatwearealljust

shocked.

Me:Iguessit'spartofmypunishment.

Sindi:She'sbeingextremenowbuteatokayyou

goingtobefine,whenyouaredoneIwillapplythis

ointmentonyourvagina.

Thethoughtofhertouchingmedowntheresent

chillsdownmyspine,Idon'twantanywomanto

touchmethereeveragain.

Sindi:HeyIwillneverhurtyou,ifyouarenot

comfortablewithmeapplyingityoucanuseamirror

anddoityourself.

IguessshesawthatIkindofzonedoutwhenshe

toldmeshewilldoitherself.

Iatewhileshewenttosmoke.

IwonderhowlongwillIstayhere?WillIbeherefor

yearslikesisSindi.



Sindi:Weneedtogetyouaphone.

Me:Withwhatmoney?

Sindi:Inthisbusinessyousaveforyourself,when

youhaveclientsyoudon'tgiveMamLorraineallthe

moneysothatyouwillhavesomepocketmoney.

Me:Won'ttheclienttellMamLorraine?

Sindi:Theclientswefindonthestreetsareours

unlessMamLorraineorganisedthemherself.

Me:HowwillIknowsheorganisedthemherself?

Sindi:Youaskyourclienttheyalwaystellthetruth.

Aswewerespeakingtherewasaknockatthedoor.

Sindi:Comein.

IwassurprisedtoseeSusaninourroom.

Sindi:ThandoSusanismybestfriendinthishouse,

sheistheonlyoneItrustsoIneedyoutotrusther

too.

Me:Okay.

Susan:WeneedtogetThandooutofhere.



Sindi:Wecan'ttalkaboutthathere,youknowthese

wallshaveears.

Me:Doyouplanongettingmeoutofhere?

IwasabitexcitedIcan'twait.

Susan:Yesbutnotanytimesoonbecausepeople

aregoingtobesuspicious.

Sindi:Youdon'ttalktoSusanlikeyouknowher

Infrontofthegirlsandyoudon'ttalktomelikeyou

knowmeInfrontofthegirls.

InoddedatleastIwillgetoutofhereevenifit'snot

nowbutsomeday.

Susan:Ihavetogonowbeforetheystarttalking,see

youguyslater.

Sindi:Okaybyefriend.

Me:Doyoutrusther?

Sindi:Withmylifewehavebeenthroughsomuch

together,wecamehereatthesametimeandwe

havebeenfriendssincethenbutnooneknowswe

arethisclosenotevenMamLorraine.



Me:Thankyouforalwayslookingoutforme.

Sindi:It'sokayIwilltakeanapnowbecauselateit's

worktime.

Shesaidthatsleeping,Iwatchedhersleepandfelt

thankfultohavesomeonelikeher.

IwonderifIwillworktonightsinceI'minpains

maybeIwilljustsleep.IappliedthecreamandI

couldn'thelpmyselfbutcrywhenIsawhowbruised

myvaginawas,itlookedscaryanditwasswollen.

AfterIfinishedmyfoodIrolledmyjointIneededa

smokeinordertoforgetalittleaboutyesterday.

IthoughtaboutthecocainethatIsawearliermaybe

itdoestakeyourtroublesandpainaway,Ifoughtthe

thoughtsofcravingforitbuttheykeptoncoming

back.I'mnotgoingtobeadrugaddictIsaidto

myselfbutmaybeit'stheonlythingthatwillmake

medothisjobwithoutworry.

Ismokedmyjointandittookmeoutofmymisery

forawhile.

Sindi:Youshouldstopsmokingweed.



Me:Whendidyouwakeup?

Sindi:Justnow.

Me:Didyoueverusecocaine.

Sindi:Don'teventhinkaboutitThando.

Me:I'mjustasking.

Sindi:NoIhaveneverusedit,youseemanygirls

herehavediedbecauseofthatcocaineandMam

Lorrainejustdumptheirbodiesindumpsites.

IwonderwhyisMamLorrainethiscruelbutI'mstill

thinkingaboutthatcocaine.

Me:OkayIpromiseI'mnotgoingtotakethecocaine.

Sindi:Youbetternot,youwillnotbedoingitforme

butforyourselfThando.

Me:YesIhearyousisSindi.

Amessagecamethroughherphone.

Sindi:MamLorraineisbackandsheneedsus.

Me:Canshepleasedie.

Webothchuckledandwenttothemeeting,Iknow



sheisgoingtosayIshouldgotoworkeventhough

I'mthisbruised.Ineedtofindacopingmechanisms

whichcanbethecocaineIdon'tknow.

Insertthree

AttheKhozahouseholdinthesurbubanareaof

Durban.

Khoza:I'msoproudofyou,youhavereallydonewell

foryourself.

Me:ThankyouBaba.

Khoza:Yourparentsaresoproud.

Me:IknowBababutIwishtheywerestillalive.

Khoza:Metoobuttheyarelookingdownonyou.

Isipho:It'snotfairthatourparentsdiedbutthat

womanisstillalive.

Khoza:NorevengeIsirememberevery...

Isipho:EverydoghasitsdayIknowyouhavebeen



sayingthateversincetheydiedandyouarestarting

tosoundlikeabrokenrecord.

Me:Isiphoapologizenow.

Shejustgotupandrantoherroom.

Khoza:Leaveheryouknowsheisstillupsetshewill

cooldown.

Me:YouaretooeasyonIsiBabaI'mnotgoingtolet

herdisrespectyoulikethis.

Khoza:Justleaveherfornow.

Me:Ifyousaysobutsheisnotoffthehook.

Khoza:Iknowyouarebothstubbornjustlikemy

brother,SbanenorevengeandImeanit.

Me:IknowBaba.

Khoza:Whenareyouleaving?

Me:Fridaynight.

Khoza:Okayyouhavedoneverywellforyourself

Sbanepleasedon'tjeopardizeallthat.

Me:Iwon'tBhovungane.



Khoza:OkayI'mgoingoutmaybeIwillsleepinthe

hotelIdon'tknow.

Me:Areyougoingtocatchsomefish.

Khoza:PhumakimiSbani(Leavemealone).

Welaughedandhewenttothegaragetogethiscar

thenleft.

IgotupandwenttoIsipho'sroom.

Me:Knockknock.

Isipho:Comein.

Me:WhydidyoutalktoBabalikethat?

Isipho:I'msorrybhutiIwasjustangry.

Me:DidBabakillourparents?

Isipho:Ofcosnot.

Me:IknowyouarehurtingbutweallareevenBaba

butthatdoesn'tgiveyouarighttodisrespectelders.

Isipho:I'msorrybhutiIwillapologizetoBaba.

Me:OkayAngelI'mgoingonFridaywhathaveyou

decidedtodo?



Isipho:IwillstayherenotatResIcan'tleavetheold

manalone.

Me:Okaythat'sgood.

Isipho:IheardyoutalkingtobhutiSiphesihlethe

otherdayareyougoingtokillher?

Me:Youeavesdropmyconversationsnow?

Isipho:Noit'snotlikethatbhutiIwasjustpassing

bythenIheardyouguystalking.

Me:IwilldowhatIhavetodoAngel,pleasedon't

sayanythingtoBabaaboutanyofthis.

Isipho:Okaypromisemeyouwon'tdieyouwillcome

backtous.

Me:IpromiseIsipho.

Isipho:CanIpleasesleepatafriendshousetoday?

Me:Whenyousayfriendshouseyoumeanyour

boyfriend?

Isipho:Uhmm..

Me:WhyareyoushockedIknowyouhavea

boyfriend.



Isipho:BhutiI'msorry.

Me:Don'tapologizeAngelIknowyouaregrowingup.

Isipho:Soyoudon'thaveaproblemthatIhavea

boyfriend.

Me:Idobutit'sfine,tellhimtofetchyouhereIwant

tomeethim.

Isipho:Butbhuti...

Me:Nobuts.

Isipho:Ihateyousometimes.

Me:Webothknowthat'snottrueAngel.

Ileftherandwenttomyroomcalledmyfriendsto

comeovertothehouse,Ihavetoleavewitha

perfectplantoavengemyparentsdeathIcan'trisk

gettingcaughtorgettingkilledandIcan'tleavemy

littlesisterandKhoza.Afterafewminutesmy

friendsarrivedwithsomebeers.

TJ:Heyman.

Me:Shoshogents.



Sphe:Areyoualone?

Me:IsiisnothereIsawthewayyouhavebeen

lookingather,youknowIwillkillyouright?

Sphe:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretakingabout.

Sims:Yeahright.

Me:Okaylet'sdropitfornowsodidyoufindhim.

Sphe:Yeswedideverythingisinplace.

TJ:Areyousureaboutthisman.

Me:YouknowIam,there'snobackingbacknow.

Sims:Goodthen.

Sphe:UphiuKhoza?(WhereisKhoza).

TJ:BusywithsomeladyI'msure.

Me:Youknowhim,hewillneverchange.

Wecontinuedtalkingwhiledrinkingsomebeer.

Sphe:Weneedtogototheclubmanyouareleaving

soonsolet'smakethebestofit.

TJ:Truemanlet'sgo.



Me:CanwepleasewaitabitIsiphosboyfriendis

pickingherupsoIwantustomeethimandtalkto

him.

Sphe:I'mnotgoingtomeetthatjerkhe'sprobably

goingtobreakherheart.

Sims:Whyaregettingworkedupaboutthis.

Sphe:Justleavemealone,I'mleavingyouwillall

meetmeattheclub.

Me:Ifyoudon'tlikeIsiphoyouwillstayandproveus

wrong.

Sphe:Mxm.

Hesaidsittingdown,Ihavebeennoticingtheway

theylookateachotherbutnofriendofminewill

datemysister.

Wehavebeensittinghereforawhilenow,Isipho

comesdownstairswithherovernightbag.

Isipho:Heyguys.

Them:HeyAngel.

Me:Isyourboyfriendhere.



Isipho:Yesbhutiheisoutside.

Me:Tellhimtogetin.

Isipho:Butbhuti...

Me:NobutsIsiwetalkedaboutthis.

Shewentoutstompingherfeetontheground,she's

actingchildishbutshehasaboyfriend.

Shecamebackwithawhiteguythatlookedabitold.

Isipho:Brother'smeetmyboyfriendNick,Babythese

aremybrother'sTJ,Sims,SpheandSbani.

Nick:Nicetofinallymeetyouguys.

TJ:Avengithukile(I'msoshocked).

Nick:Sorrywhat?

Me:Nothingnicetomeetyouman,youcanwaitfor

Isioutside.

Weallfistbumpedhimandhegotout.

Sims:NgempelaAngel(Really).

Isipho:WhatIlovehim.

Sphe:Pleasetelluswhenyouhavefoundareal



boyfriendnotthatwhiteman.

Me:GoIsiwillseeyouinthemorning.

Sheleftusallshocked.

TJ:WellIdidn'tseethatcoming.

Me:NeitherdidI.

Sphe:Idon'ttrusthim.

Welookedathimandlaughed.

Sims:Evenifhewasblackyouwerenotgoingto

trusthim.

Me:AllIknowisthatnofriendofminewilldatemy

sister.

Sphe:Yeahyeahlet'sgo.

WegotintoSimscarandleft.

I'mNkosinathiSbanisamakhozaKhozabornand

raisedinDurban,IhavealittlesisterIsiphowhoI

lovewithmywholelifeandthenIhaveKhozawhois

myfather'solderbrotherandtheonlyparentthatwe



areleftwith.Myparentswerekilledthreeyearsback

byawomanwhowantedtomarrymyfatherbyforce,

Istillrememberthatdaylikeithappenednoweven

thoughshedidnotpullthetriggerbutshewasthere

sittingonthecouch,drinkingmymother'swinewhile

hermenwererapingmymotherInfrontofmyfather

afterthattheyshotthemwhilemeandIsiwere

watching.IttooksometimeforIsitobeokayandfor

metobeokay,allIknowisthatIwillfindherand

thosemanthenkillthemall.

MyfriendsSiphesihle,TJ,Simshavebeenhelping

meoutwithalotofinformationsoI'mreadytogo

onmymissionnow.

Insertfour

Wegotintheroomalittlebitlatereveryonehad

settleddownwaitingforus.

MamLorraine:Whattookyouguyssolong?

Sindi:SorryMamLorraine.

ShesaidlookingatmeIguessIwassupposetosay



sorrytoo.

Me:YeswearesorryMamLorraine.

IsaiditlikeImeantitbutIdidn't.

MamLorraine:Okayfinesotodayafewofyouare

goingonthestreetsandsomewillremainhere

becauseI'mhostingsomeman.

Shesaidpointingatthosewhoweregoingtostay

behindbutIwasn'toneofthem.Iwasangry

becausesisSindiwasstayingbehind,IknowMam

LorrainediditintentionallyIwonderwhat'sher

problemwithme.

Welefttheloungetogetreadyforthenight.

Sindi:I'msorryyouaregoingonthestreetstonight.

Me:It'sfinesisSindiit'smyjob.

Sindi:Areyousureyoudon'thaveanypersonal

vendettawithMamLorraine?

Me:NoIdon'tevenknowher.

Sindi:Sheseemstoreallyhateyou.

Me:Ihavenoticed.



Sindi:Becarefulonthestreetstonightplease.

Me:Iwillbecareful.

WecontinuedgettingreadyandIleftforthestreets.

IhopedthatIgetaclienttodaybecauseIwillnot

standMamLorraine'spunishmentstheyaretorture

tome.IwaitedandwaiteduntilIhadlostallhope,I

wasabouttogohomewhenacarstoppedInfrontof

me.

Thedriver:Heygorgeousgetin.

Ididn'taskanythingIjustgotinsidethecar,healso

didnotsayanythinghejustdrovetoanearbyhotel.

Thedriver:CanIgetyouadrinkorfood?

Me:Canwegetthisoveranddonewithplease.

HetoldmeheonlyhasfewhourssoIshouldmake

themcount,Idideverythinghewanteduntilitwas

timetoleave.

Thedriver:Thatwasamazingthankyou,I'mMuziby

theway.

Me:Thando.



Hegavememoneyandtoldmehewilldropmeoff

atthehouse.

Muzi:Ihopeyoudon'tmind?

Me:NoIdon'twecango.

Weleftthehotelandheleftmeatthegate,Igotin

andwenttosleepSindiwasalreadysleeping.

Sbani

Idon'tevenknowhowIgothomelastnightIwasso

wasted,Iwakeupandalltheguysaresleepingnext

tome.

Me:Guyswakeup.

TJ:Howdidwegethereguys?

Me:Iwasalsoaskingmyselfthatmajitha.

Sims:IrememberrequestinganUberyesterday,we

leftthecarattheparkinglot.

Siphe:Imhungryguys.

Me:Gomakefoodinthekitchen.



TJ:Let'sallgomakefoodbecauseIwon'tbemaking

foodforanyone.

Weallgotoutofbedandwenttothekitchenwewill

bathlater.Therewasasmelloffoodcomingfrom

thekitchen,trustKhozawithfoodheissogood.

Khoza:Boysyouareawake?

Me:Yebobaba,whendidyougethome?

Khoza:Yesterday.

Siphe:Itsmellsniceinhere.

Khoza:YouboyscansitdownIwillserveyou

bacauseIknowyouarealltired.

Welookedateachotherthelasttimehetalkedlike

weendedbeingbeatenupbyhim.

Sims:Iseverythingokaytayma?

Khoza:Everythingisokayboy.

Hesaidthatwhistling,somethingiswronghecan't

beatusupbecauseweweredrunkweareoldman

now.

Hedishedupbutwewereafraidtoeatbecauseyou



willknowwiththisoldman,butwhenheateweall

ate.

Khoza:Clearthedishesandcomelet'stalk.

Wewashedthedishesandwenttojoinhiminthe

sittingroom.

Khoza:SowhenwereyougoingtotellthatIsihasa

boyfriend?

Me:Youwerenotherewhenhecamehereyesterday.

Sims:Andheseemsharmless.

Siphe:HeiswhitesoI'msurehewilltakecareofher.

Khoza:FirstofallIsiphosboyfriendisnotwhiteand

heseemsabitold.

TJ:Butwemethimyesterday,hisnameisNick.

Hetookhistabletandshowedussomepictures,I

couldn'tbelievemyeyessoIsiliedtome.

Thephotosshowedherkissingherblackboyfriend

andsomephotosshowedthefourofthem,herand

herboyfriendandherfriendandNick.SoNickisjust

afriendIcan'tbelieveshefooleduslikethis.



Sims:Wearesorrywereallydidn'tknowwewillfix

this.

Khoza:FixitIdon'twantIsiphonearthatguyheis

uglyandold.

Hesaidthatstandingupandleaving.

Me:Ican'tbelievethis!

I'msoangryrightnow.

Siphe:Calmdown.

Ilookedathimandjustclosedmymouth,wewent

tofreshenup.Whenweweredonetherewasa

knockonmydoor.

Isipho:BhutiI'mback.

Me:Okay.

Isipho:Aren'tyouhappytoseeme?

Sims:Let'sgositdownAngelweneedtotalk.

Weallwenttositdown.

TJ:Whoisyourboyfriend?

Shelookeddown.



Isipho:Youmethimyesterday.

Me:IsiphoKhozadon'tfuckwithme.

Shestartled.

Siphe:Whendidyoustartlying.

Shestartedcrying.

Me:Isiphosulalezonyembezi(wipethosetears).

Isipho:I'msorrybhuti.

Me:Don'tbesorrytellmewhydidyoulie.

Isipho:Iknewyouwerenotgoingtoapproveour

relationship.

Sims:Why?Becauseheisold?

Shelookeddownandkeptquiet.

Me:Guyspleasegiveussomespace.

Theywentoutside.

Isipho:I'msorrybhuti.

Me:Comesitnexttome.

Shecame.



Me:YouknowIloveyouright?

Shenodded.

Me:IwillneverhurtyouorjudgeyoubutIsiphoI'm

notgoingtoentertainthesegamesofyours.

Isipho:Ijustdidn'tthinkyouwilllikehim.

Me:Howoldishe?

Isipho:32.

Me:IsiphoI'm28yearsold.

Shestartedcryingagain.

Me:Stopcryingyouarepissingmeoff.

TJ:Calmdownman.

Idon'tevenknowwhentheygothere.

Me:Tellthemhowoldisyourboyfriend.

Isipho:32.

Siphe:What?

Sims:GotoyourroomAngelwewilltalktoyoulater.

Isipho:Pleasedon'thurthim.



Me:JustgoIsiI'msodisappointedinyou.

Sheleft.

Siphe:Weneedtogetthisguywecan'tlethimtake

advantageofIsipho.

Us:Mmmmm.

Siphe:Mxm.

Idon'tevenknowwhattosayandthefactthatI'm

leavingdoesn'tsitwellwithme,ifIsiphois

misbehavingnowhowwillitbewhenI'mgone

becauseIknowBabaisalwaysbusywitheverylady

inthistown.

Insertfive

3monthslater

IwouldbelyingifIsaythesepastfewmonthshave

beengreatbecausetheyhavebeentheworstdays

ofmylife.Ihavebeenworkingreallyhardandtrying

mybesttosavemoney,SindiandSusanstillhavea



plantogetmeoutofherebutit'snotcoming

together.

MuzihasbeenpayingMamLorrainebigmoneyto

havemeanytimehewants,Ithinktheygowayback

withherbecausetheyareprettyclose.HetoldMam

Lorrainehedoesn'twanttosharemewithanyone

butshedidn'tagreebecauseIstillworkonthe

streets.TodayMuziishostinghisfriendsathis

placeandI'msupposetobegoingtherewithafew

girls.

Sindi:Areyouokay?youseemdeeplyinthoughts.

Me:I'mjusttiredsisSindi.

Sindi:Youknowyoudon'thavetodothisifyouare

notfeelingwell.

Me:NoIwillbefine.

Sindi:Ifyouaresurethenit'sfine,youshouldtalkto

Muziaboutourplanheseemslikehecaresabout

youmaybehewillhelp.

Me:Idon'ttrusthimhaveyouseenhowcloseheis

withMamLorraine.



Sindi:Wewillneverknowmaybehecanhelp.

Me:NosisSindiIdon'tthinksolet'sjustleaveitlike

this.

Sindi:Youdon'tlookokayThando.

Me:IsaidI'mfinesisSindi.

Isaidthatwalkingaway,sisSindimeanswellIknow

thatandI'mgratefulbutIdon'twanthertobein

troublebecauseofme,sheissodesperateinsaving

meandIknowit'sbecauseshefeelsresponsiblefor

herlittlesister'sdeathshewantedtosaveherbut

shefailed.

Nowshefeelslikesheisfailingmetoo,Ihavefound

asisterandamotherinherIdon'twanttoloseherI

wouldratherworkherethanletherriskherlife.

Sindi:Thandoopenthedoor.

Me:I'mcomingoutnow.

Igotoutofthebathroom.

Sindi:I'msorryokay.

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologizeit'sfine,Ihaveto



getreadyit'sgettinglate.

Sindi:OkayIwillmakeyousomefood.

YeswenowcookforourselvesMamLorraine

stoppedprovidingfoodforus,shegivesustwo

hundredRandamonthtobuyfoodIdon'tevenknow

whatcanyoubuywithatwohundredRandwhat

helpsusisthatwealsosaveforourselves.

Muzideliveredadressformeinthemorningthat's

whathedoeseverydaywhenhewantsmyservices,I

worethedressIwasabituncomfortablebecauseit

onlycoveredmybuttocksIknowIhavebeenhere

foralongtimenowbutI'mstilluncomfortablewitha

lotofthings.

Sindi:Thandoyoulookstunningeventhoughthe

dressisveryshort.

Me:ThankyousisSindiIfeelverybeautifulbutI'ma

bituncomfortable.

Sindi:Justrelaxsothatyouwon'tfeel

uncomfortable.

Shesaidgivingmemyfood,Isatdownandate.



Sindi:Youhavefiveminutestheothergirlsare

waitingforyou.

Me:Ijustwishyouwerecomingtoo.

Sindi:Youhavetolearntogowithothergirls

becauseIwon'tbealwayshere.

Shelovessayingthat,everydayshetellsmeshe

won'tbealwayshereit'slikeshe'sdyingor

something.

Me:Ihavetogonow,seeyouinthemorning.

Sindi:Becarefulanddon'tdoanythingyoudon't

want.

Me:Gotyou.

Isaidkissinghercheeks.

Iwenttotheothergirlsandtoldthemourdriveris

outside.

Muzihasalotofmoneyhesaysheisabusiness

manbutIdon'ttrusthim,healsosaidthatheisnot

marriedbecausewhathedoesisdangeroussohe

doesn'twanttroubleforhisfamily.



Ibelievethereismoretohimthanbeingabusiness

man,thegirlsrespectmenowbecausethemighty

Muzilikesme.WhenIaskedthemwhat'ssospecial

abouthimtheyjustlaughedandthoughtIwasjoking

butIwasn'tbecauseIdon'tknowanythingaboutthe

guy.

Me:Girlsweareherelet'sgoinside.

TheygotoutofthecarexcitedlyIwishIcouldbe

themtheyseemtoreallyenjoythis.

Joburgguysarehandsometheyarereallyhotbut

theproblemisthattheyarecruel,Iwonderwhatit's

liketofallinloveIdon'tthinkIwilleverhavethat

becauseIhatemanandwoman.

Muzi:Youseemtobefarawayyouhavebeen

standingthereforawhilenow.

Me:Iwaswaitingforyoutocomegetmebutyou

werestillbusyIsuppose.

Muzi:YouknowI'malwaysbusycomeinsidethe

partyisnotoutside.

Webothgotinside,therewerefewpeopleinsidethe



houseveryhotgentlemenbuttheyalllookshady.

Muzi:Canyoutellyourgirlstoentertainmyfriends

andstopdrinkingmyalcoholbecausethat'snotwhy

theyarehere.

HesaidinadeepscarytoneIalwaysknewhewas

notassweetasheportrayshimselfandIknewthat

adaywillcomewherehewillshowhistruecolours.

Itoldthegirlstodowhattheycamehereforand

theydid.

ThingsweregoingwellandMuziwashappy

becausehisbusinesspartnerswerealsohappy.

Muzi:Iwantustotrysomethingnewtonight

becauseyouarestartingtoboreme.

MyjawdroppedIdidn'texpecthimtosaythat.

Me:Anythingyouwantyouarepayingafterall.

Muzi:Haveyouhadsexwithothergirls?

Iswallowedhard.

Me:UhmmmI..



Muzi:Asimpleyesornowoulddo.

Me:No.

Muzi:Iguessthiswillbeyourfirsttime.

Me:TheproblemisthatI'mnotreallycomfortable

withthat.

Muzi:DoIlooklikeIcare.

OkaywhateverMuzismokedtodayit'smessingwith

hismind,wediscussedthisalongtimeago.

Me:WeagreedthatIwillneversleepwithanygirls.

Muzi:Imaketherulesherehaveyouforgotten.

Me:Okayfinecanwegetdowntoit.

Muzi:Gotomyroomwewillfindyouthere.

IwalkedtohisroomandwaitedasmuchasIhate

thisbutIprefersleepingwitheverymenthan

sleepingwithgirls.

HewalkedinwithaladyIdidn'tknowwhichmeans

sheisnotworkingforMamLorraine.

Muzi:I'mgoingtositdownandwatchwhileyou



guysdoyourthing.

Ididn'tsayanythingIjuststrippednaked.

Lady:ShelooksfreshIthinkI'mgoingtoenjoythis.

Muzi:Itoldyoutotrustme.

WhenshetouchedmeIletmytearsflow.

Lady:Shedoesn'tlikethisMuziIcan'tdoit.

Muzi:Shedoesn'thavetolikeitjustdoanythingyou

wanttoher.

Lady:NoI'mnottraumatisingthepoorgirlI'mdone

here.

Shegotoffthebedwhileshewasgettingdressed

Muzislappedhersohardthatshefell.

Me:Muziyouarehurtingherplease.

Muzi:ShutthefuckupThandoI'mstillcomingto

you.

Hedraggedheroutsideandlockedthedoor.

Muzi:Liedown.

IdidasinstructedandIhaveneverbeenhurtlike



thatMuziwasrealisingallhisstressandangeron

me.

Muzi:Don'tyoueverdisrespectmelikethatyouhear

me.

Me:YesI'msorry.

Muzi:NowgetupandleaveIwanttosleep.

Me:Andthemoney.

Muzi:Moneyforwhatdon'tfuckwithmeThando,

getout.

Heroared,IalwaysthoughtMamLorrainewascruel

butMuziseemsjustlikeherthat'swhytheyget

alongsowell.

Iwenttofreshenupinthebathroomandworemy

dress,MuziwasalreadysleepingIthoughtabout

stealinghismoneybecausehedidn'tpaymebutI

decidedagainstitIdon'twanttobeintrouble.

Guy:Hey

Me:Youscaredmemanwhattheheck.

Guy:Heycalmdown.



Me:Don'ttouchme.

Guy:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine.

Guy:Butyouarecrying.

ItouchedmyeyesIdidn'tevennoticethatIwas

crying.

Guy:Bosstoldmetodropyouoff.

Me:Okaywecango.

Wewentoutsideandgotintothecar.

Guy:Sowhat'syourname?

Me:Thandolwethu.

Guy:Theladythatthebosskickedouttoldmewhat

happenedthere.

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter.

Guy:Itdoes,hedoesn'thavetoabuseyoulikethat.

Me:It'smyjob.

Guy:Yourjobistodosomethingyoudon'twant?



Me:Justshutthefuckupyoudon'tknowanything

aboutmeoraboutmyjobeither.

Heshruggedhisshoulders.

Guy:Fine.

IknowthisguyisnewbecauseMuzihadanother

righthandmanbutnowit'sthisone.

Hisveryhot,darkskinnedwithagreatbodyandbig

browneyes.

Guy:YoucanlookatmedirectlyIdon'tbiteyou

know.

Me:Mxm,canyoupleasedrivealittlebitfaster.

Guy:Idon'twanttodieimstillyoung.

IrememberedthatMuzididnotgivemeanymoney.

Me:Uhmmm.

Guy:What?

Me:Ineedmoneysinceyourbossdidn'tpayme.

Guy:Howmuch?

Me:R2000.



Guy:Okay.

Me:Justlikethat.

Guy:Yesnoteveryoneiscruel.

Me:Uhmmmthankyou.

Guy:Wearehere.

Me:Thankyoufordroppingmeoff,Ididn'tgetyour

name.

Guy:Someothertimebye.

Igotoffthecarandwatchedhimdrive,Icountedthe

moneyandtherewasanotewritten"Wena

Ungowam"andthen"Ialsohatehim".

Okaymaybehegaveittomebymistakebecauseit

wasinbetweenthemoney,Iwillhavetogiveitback

tohimwhenIseehimagain.

IgotinsidethehouseandsisSindiwasstillawake.

Sindi:Youhomeearly?

Me:Yesthepartywasoverearly.

Sindi:Areyouokay?



Me:YesI'mfine.

Sindi:Okaylet'ssleepthen.

Me:Goodnight.

Ireadthenoteagainandslept.

Insertsix

Sindi

IknowyouallcanthinkI'mcrazyorwhatbutIreally

wanttohelpThando,Ihavebeenherelongenough

toknowthatthisjobcandamageyouwhileyouact

likeeverythingisokay.Thandoisstillyoungtobe

hereIwanthertodobetterthanme,shecanstill

healandgoonwithherlife.

IwokeupgotreadyandwroteThandoanotethen

left,yesterdaynightIstoleMuzi'snumberfrom

Thando'sphoneIwanttotalktohimabouthelping

Thandoescapethisholehell.

Isenthimamessageandheagreedthatwemeetat



aclosebycafebutIoptedforhishousebecausethe

cafewasclosetowherewestay,MamLorrainemay

seemeoroneofthegirlsmayseeme.

ItookanUbertohishouseanditdroppedmeoff

outside,heisgotareallybeautifulbighouse.

Muzi:YoumustbeSindilet'sgoinside.

Me:Thankyou.

Therewasanotherguyinsidethehouseavery

handsomeguy.

Muzi:Iwillbebackthisguywillkeepyoucompany.

Me:Okay.

Theotherguygotupandwenttothekitchen.

Guy:Hereissomethingtodrink.

Me:Thankyou.

AfterdrinkingthedrinkIfeltabitfunny.

Me:Whatdidyoudotome?

Guy:Youaremessingupeverything.

Hethenliftedmeupthenlightsout.



Sbani

I'mtheguywhoworksforMuzihedoesn'tknowwho

IambutIknoweverythingabouthimandhetrusts

mewitheverything.WhenIfirstcameherehehad

anotherrighthandwhobetrayedhim,hetoldmeto

killhimbutIdidnotItoldhimtoskipthecountryfor

awhile.

HestartedtrustingmeafterbelievingthatIkilled

thatguy.

Istillrememberhisface,Muziistheonewhoshot

myparentshewasbusylaughingandenjoyingevery

momentofit.I'mheretogetmyrevenge,then

there'sThandomyloveatfirstsightyesterdaywas

notthefirstIwasseeingherIhavebeentotheir

housebefore.Thatwomandoesn'tremembermeat

all,thereasonwhyIjustdruggedSindiisbecause

shetrustedawrongguy.

Muzi:WhereisSindi?



Me:Sherushedoutsayingshehadtoattendto

somethingimportant.

Muzi:Okaymaybeshewillcomebacksomeother

time,I'mleavingnowwillseeyouwhenIcomeback.

Me:Shouldman.

Iescortedhimtillhewasoutsidethengotbackto

thehouse,IwenttomyroomthenwokeSindiup.

Sindi:Youbastardwhatdidyoudotome.

Me:HayikahleidramaSindi(Stopbeingdramatic).

Sindi:IneedtotalktoMuziit'simportant.

Me:Areyousureyouwanttodiscussyourbusiness

withMuzi.

Sindi:YesItrusthimandthisisnotaboutmebut

aboutThando.

Me:DoesThandosupportyourideaofbeinghere?

Shelookeddown.

Me:Shedoesn'tknowyouarehere?

Sindi:Lookshedoesn'tknowbutI'mdoingallthis



forher.

Me:Whateveryouaredoingdon'tinvolveMuzi,heis

workingwithwoman.

Sindi:WhyshouldItrustyou?

Me:Angishongoukuthingethembemina(Ididn'tsay

trustme).

Sindi:OkaywhatshouldIdonow.

Me:Tellmewhyyouwerehere.

Sindi:Whatifyouthewhoisworkingforthatwoman.

Me:Thenit'sfineyoucanwaitforMuzihewillbe

backlater.

Isaidattemptingtogetup.

Sindi:Okaypleasesitdown,I'mtryingtohelp

Thandogetoutofthatplaceandquitthatjob.She

hasbeenhereforashorttimethanIhavebutshe

hasbeenthroughthingsthatIhaven'texperienced

sinceIcamehere.Muziseemedtoreallycareforher,

shetoldmeshedoesn'ttrusthimbutIwantedto

helphersomuchthatIignoredallthatshesaid.I

reallywanttosavehersheisstillyoungtobedoing



this.

Me:IhearyouIwilltrymybesttohelpyou,I'malso

hereonmyownterms.

Sindi:Thankyousomuch.

Me:Youhavetogonowandpleasebecareful,I

knowyoumeanwellbutdon'ttrusteasily.

ShecalledanUberandwentbacktothehouseIjust

hopeMuziwillnotaskthatwomanaboutSindi

becausetheywillhurtherIknow.

Imisshomesomuch,uKhozastilldoesn'tknowwhy

I'mherehethinksI'mworkingIknowhewillfindout

eventuallybuttillthenI'mnotsayinganything.

Sindi

Idon'tevenknowthenameoftheguywhohelped

me,IalmostsabotagedeverythingbytalkingtoMuzi.

SothisMuziguyisworkingwithMamLorraineI

wonderwhattheydotogether,Igetintothehouse

andthegirlsarewatchingtelevisionandsomeare



sniffingonsomecocaineit'swhattheydoeveryday.

Idon'tseeThandoanywhere,whenIopenmydoor

shejumpsonme.

Me:HeyI'mbacknow.

Thando:Ithoughtsomethinghappenedtoyou,why

didyoutalktoMuzi?

Me:Ididn'tsomeguytherehelpedmehetoldme

nottotalktoMuzibecauseheisworkingwithMam

Lorraine.

Thando:I'mgladIwassoworriedIthoughtyouwere

withSusansincesheisdeadIthoughtyoualsodied.

Mymindstoppedworkingforawhile.

Me:WoawThandoslowdownwhatdoyoumean

Susanisdead?

Thando:MamLorrainemusthavefoundoutabout

ourplanIdon'tknowsisSindibutsheisdead,

someonepushedherdownthestairs.

Me:Wearefuckedifthatwomanknowsaboutour

planthenwearefucked.



Thando:TheothergirlssaythatMamLorrainetried

sleepingwithherbutSusandidn'twanttosothey

foughtuntilsheshovedherdownthestairs.

Me:Doyoubelieveanyofthat?

Thando:NoIdon't.

Me:Let'sjustcalmdownI'msureshedoesn'tknow

anything.

Thando:IhopesosisSindi.

Me:WhereisSusan'sbody?

Thando:SomemantookherIdon'tknowwhere.

Me:Ihateithere.

Thando:WillwebesafesisSindi?

Me:Wewillbaby.

IwassayingittomakeherfeelbetterbutIknowthis

isabeginningoftrouble,youmayneverknowwhat

MamLorraineknowsordon'tknow.

Ican'tbelieveSusanisdead,Idon'tevenknowhow

tofeelthisisjustsadverysad.Susanhadnoone

exceptformenowherbodyisgoingtobedumped



somewhere.

AsIwasstilldeepinmythoughtsamessagecame

throughfromMamLorraineitsaidsheneedstosee

mesoon.

Myheartskippedabit.

Thando:AreyouokaysisSindi?

Me:MamLorrainewantstoseeme.

Thando:GodsheknowsIswear.

Me:Don'tworryIwillbeokay.

Insertseven

Isipho

Me:BabyI'msorryokaybutIdidn'tdoit.

Sthe:Don'tfuckwithmeIsipho.

Stheismyboyfriendheisverymanipulativeand

abusive,whenhestartedhittingmeIwantedtotell

mybrotherbutIdidn't.ThefactthatIliedand



introducedNickasmyboyfriendishardbecauseifI

didn'tmaybetheywouldhaveseenthatheis

abusive.

IhavebeentoleratinghisbehaviourforlongI'mtired

now.

Me:I'mnotyourpunchingbagSthe.

Sthe:Whatareyougoingtodo?Hitme?

Me:NobutI'mendingthisrelationship.

IhavebeenendingiyeverydaybutIgobacktohim

Khozaisawayonsomebusiness,hewouldhave

seenthatI'mnotokaybynowbecauseIhavelost

weight.

Sthe:YouhavebeensayingthateverydaybutI'm

youraddiction.

Me:ImeanitStheit'sover.

Ihalfshouted,heslappedme.

Sthe:Youdon'tgettoshoutatme,uyangizwa(do

youhearme).

Me:Idon'twanttobeinthisrelationshipanymore.



Helookedatmeandtookoffhisbelt,hebeatmeup

sobadhewasevenkickingmeafterheforced

himselfonmeandleftleavingmetodie.

IcrawledtomyphoneanddialledbhutiSims

number.

Sims:Angel.

Me:Bhutihelpme.

Sims:What'sgoingonandwhereareyou?

Idroppedthephoneandsenthimmylocationafter

thatlightsoutforme.

IwokeupandI'minhospitalIcanfeelsomeone

pacingupanddown.

Sims:Sphecanyousitdown.

Sphe:Howcanhehurtherlikethat?

Iclearedmythroatandtheyjumpedlookingmyway.

TJ:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:InpainbutIwilllive.

Sphe:WhendidhestarthittingyouIsipho?



Me:Itwasthefirsttimetoday.

IliedbecauseIknowtheywillbepissed.

Sphe:Isipho.

Hehasthatstronganddemandingvoice.

Ikeptquiet.

TJ:Talkbeforewemakeyoutalk.

StillIkeptquietandcried.

Sims:Thedoctortoldusthatitwasnotthefirst

becauseyouhavesomanybruisesinyourbody,

Isiphowhydidn'tyoutellus?

Me:IthoughtmaybeIwastheonewhowaswrong

andthatmaybehewasgoingtochange.

TJ:Doyouknowthatwomandieinthehandsofa

manwhotheythoughtwillchange,doyouknowthat

theytolerateabusebecausetheirmanmanipulate

themintothinkingthattheyhitthembecauseit's

theirfault.Doyouwanttofallunderthatstatistic?

Inoddedmyheadno.

Sims:Weareyourbrother'sweloveyouandit'sour



jobtoprotectyouAngel,Sbanileftyouinourcare.

Whendidyoustartlyingfirstyoudidn'twantusto

meethimnowyoukeepquietabouthisabuse.

Me:I'msorrypleasedon'ttellSbani.

Sphe:Okaywewon'ttellhimbutyouneedtotell

wheretofindyourboyfriend?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybeheisatNick'shouse.

TJ:Doyouknowthatherapedyou?Wasitthefirst

time?

Me:Noitwasnot.

Sims:IthoughtyouwerestillavirginIsiphodidhe

breakyourvirginityinyourownwill?

Me:Noheforcedhimselfonme.

Sphe:WathulaIsipho(andyoukeptquiet)areyouout

ofyourmind.

Hewassoangryveinswerepoppinginhisforehead.

IjustcriedIdidn'tevenknowwhattosaymybrother

isgoingtobedodisappointed.

Sphe:I'msorryIshoutedbutyoushouldhavetoldus



earlieryouknowKhozaisgoingtopunishusforall

thisandwehavetotellSbani.

Sims:Wewillcomecheckyoulater.

Theyleftafterfewminutesmybrothercalled.

Me:Bhuti.

Sbani:AreyouokayAngel.

Me:I'mfinejustafewbruises.

Sbani:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Ididn'twanttoworryyou.

Sbani:HaveIcomplainedbefore?

Idon'tlikethewayheiscalm.

Me:NoBhutiI'msorry.

Sbani:OkayspeedrecoveryIloveyouokay.

Me:IloveyoutooBhuti.

Idon'tknowhowtofeelafterthisphonecall

becauseIknowmybrothercancomebackbecause

ofthis.



Sbani

IsiphoiskindbutnotstupidIdon'tknowwhatthis

boyfriendofhersdidtoherbutforhertohidethis

kindofthingfrommesaysalotabouther.AllIknow

isthatthisboyfriendofhersisgoingtopay,Ican't

leavebecauseI'mstillbusythissidebutIknowmy

friendswilldosomethingaboutthis.

Myphoneringsandit'sTJ.

Me:Foundanythingyet?

TJ:Wefoundalotofinformationabouthimbutthe

problemiswecan'tfindhim.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindhim?

TJ:It'slikehehasdisappearedandtherearelotof

casesabouthisabuseandrape.

Me:Keeplookingbafoyouneedtofindhimbefore

hedoesthistosomeoneelse.

TJ:Yeahwilldo,howarethingsthatside?

Me:Therearecomplicationsbutit'sfine.



TJ:BesafebrowestillhavetodealwithKhozayou

knowit'sgoingtobebad.

Me:I'msorrybros.

TJ:Talklaterman.

Me:Shobafo.

IwonderwhatbusinesstripdidKhozagotoIdon't

trusthimmaybeheknowswhyI'mhere.

I'mworriedaboutThandoIknowMuzidoesn'tcare

aboutherheisjustusingher,IhopeIgettosaveher

someday.

Muzi:Heyman.

Me:Sho.

Muzi:Ogrend?

Me:JustaheadachebutIwillbefine.

Muzi:Ineedtogothatwomanneedstoknowwhy

Sindiwashere.

Me:Whydoyoualwaysdoeverythingshesays,you

arepracticallyherpuppet.



Muzi:Doyouthinkso.

Me:Iknowsowhydon'tyoujustsitdownandrelax.

Muzi:Sheismybossbutyouareright.

Me:Sowhendidyoustartworkingforher?

Muzi:It'sbeenyearswehavedonescarythings

together.

Ifakechuckled.

Me:WhatkindofthingsmanIlovescarythings.

Muzi:I'mtellingyoubecauseit'syouweoncewent

toDurbanandkilledpeoplethere,therewere

childrenandwekilledtheirparentsrightinfrontof

them.

Ifeltmypalmssweating.

Me:Don'tyoufeelsorryforthosechildren?

Muzi:NoIneverfeelsorryaslongasIgetpaid.

Me:Yeahthat'swhatamando.

IliedIwantedtoshoothimrightawaybutIhaveto

threadcarefully.



Me:ExcusemeIwillbeback.

HenoddedIwenttothetoiletandcried,Iwastrying

tocalmmyselfdownorIwillexplodefromanger.I

can'tbelievehefeelsnoremorseforkillingour

parents,IknowI'mnotabadpersonbutIfeellike

killinghisfamilytoo.

AfterIwascalmIgotbacktothelounge.

Muzi:Sureyouokayman.

Me:Shocasebafo.

MyphonebeepedamessagefromKhoza.

"GetheretomorroworI'mfetchingyoumyself."

Inserteight

AssisSindiclosesthedoorI'mleftpacingupand

down,I'msoworriedaboutherwhatifthiswoman

knowseverything.I'mmorescaredbecauseSusan

isalreadydeadwemayneverknowwhyshedied

exactly,sisSindimayalsobeindangerandshecan

bekilledjustlikethat.MamLorrainedidn'teventell

usthatSusanisdeadshekeptquietandexpected



ustocontinueworkinglikenothinghappenedgiven

achanceIwillkillherwithmybarehands.

Ihearthedoorhandlewhichmeanssomeoneis

comingin,IseesisSindiandruntohugher.

Sindi:Woawyougoingtobreakmybones.

Me:I'msorryI'mjusthappytoseeyou.

Sindi:It'sbeenfiveminutessinceIleft.

Me:Iwasjustworriedthat'sallsowhatdidshesay.

Sindi:NothingbecauseMuzididn'tcome.

Me:That'sagoodthingright?

Sindi:Idon'tknowbabymaybehewillcomebylater.

Me:Ijusthopehedoesn'tcome.

Sindi:Metoobutweneedtoactfast.

Me:NosisSindiweshoulddropthisbeforeanyof

usdie,Susanisdeadalreadyandwedon'tknowwhy

maybeMamLorraineknowseverything.

Sindi:Wewillbecareful.

Me:NoIknowyoumeanwellandI'mgratefultrust



meIambutthisisnotgood,youhavebecomeso

obsessedwithsavingmethatyouhaveforgotten

thatMamLorraineisdangerous.Iknowyoufeel

responsibleforyoursister'sdeathbut...

Sindi:Leavemysisteroutofthis.

Me:It'struesisSindiitwasnotyourfaultthatshe

diedandit'sdefinitelynotyourfaultthatIamhere,

stopriskingyourlifeformeifIwilldiethensobeit.

Sindi:Youaresoungratefulandit'syourfaultthat

Susandied.

Me:Yesyouarerightit'smyfaultandI'msorrythat

yourfrienddiedbecauseofme.

Sindi:ThandothatcameoutwrongIdidn'tmeanit.

Me:It'sfineIknowthat'sexactlyhowyoufeel.

Sindi:UhmmmThando...

Me:Ineedsomeair.

Sindi:Thando.

IleftherthereandwalkedoutsideIdidn'tevenknow

whereIwasgoing.WhenIwasoutsideIran,Ididn't



knowwhereIwasrunningtobutIkeptonrunning

hopingtoescapeallmytroubles.

Iheardaloudsoundlikeacarhooting.

Guy:Areyoucrazy?Areyoutryingtokillyourself.

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tnoticeIwasinthemiddleofthe

road.

Guy:Ofcosyoudidn't.

Me:I'msorry.

Guy:Thando.

Ilookedathimanditwashimtheguythatworksfor

Muzi.

Guy:Wereyoureallytryingtokillyourself?

Me:NobutIwouldbegladifIdid.

Guy:GetinletmetakeyousomewhereIseeyou

havebeencrying.

Ikeptquietandgotinsidethecar,Ididn'tevenask

wherewearegoingIjustneededtobeawayfrom

everything.



Softmusicwasplayinginsidehiscar,IknowIhave

saidthisbeforebutthisguyishandsomeGodreally

tookhistimewithhim.

Guy:Youknowstaringatapersonisrudeespecially

ifyouhavebigeyesThandolwami.

Me:It'sThandolwethuandmyeyesarenotasbigas

yours.

Guy:Youwish,howoldareyou?

Me:I'm22.

Guy:Oh.

SeemslikeheknowsthatI'mlyingbecauseI'mnot

really22.

Guy:Andwearehere.

Hesaysafterparkinginfrontofahotel.

Me:I'mnotondutywhydidn'tyoutellmethatyou

needmyservices.

Guy:Mxmareyoucomingornot.

Me:UhmmOfcos.



Igotoutofthecarandwewentinside,thesehotels

arefancyandalwaysclean.

Guy:YoucangoinandwaitformeinsideIwillbe

back.

Me:Why?

Guy:Justtrustme.

HeleftandIsatonthebedandwaited,Iwonder

howit'sliketobeinarelationshipwithsomeone

wholovesyoudearlyandcaresforyou.

Guy:I'mback.

Hewascarryingfoodanddrinks.

Me:Younevertoldmeyourname.

Guy:Justcallmehubby.

Me:I'msurethat'snotyourname.

Guy:ItistoyouonlyThandolwami.

Irolledmyeyesandhelaughed.

Guy:Let'ssitdownandeatsothatyoucantellme

whyyouwererunning.



Weatewhilelaughingandtalking,Iendedupcrying.

Guy:Whyareyoucrying.

Me:I'mjustnotusedtobeingthishappyyouknow,I

justfeelfreeandsafe.

Guy:I'mgladImakeyoufeelthatwaynowstop

cryingandenjoythemoment.

Hewipedmytearswithhisthumb,hishandsare

softIknowwhatyouallthink.

Wecontinuedtalkingmoreandmore.

Me:YouknowIhaddreamsbigdreamsIwantedto

besomethinggreat,helppeoplewhowererapedlike

Iwas.

Icontinuedtellinghimeverythingaboutmylifefrom

thepasttillnow.

Guy:I'msosorryThandolwami,comehere.

Ilayedonhischestandhecomfortedme,wewere

disturbedbyhisphoneringing.

Me:Yourphoneisringing.

Guy:IknowI'mignoringit,it'smyfatherhewants



metogohome.

Me:Justgomaybeheneedsyou,IalsowishIhada

homeIwouldn'tbehere.

Guy:Comewithme,Iknowit'scrazybutcomewith

me.Iwillleaveyouhomethencomebackhereto

finishmymission.

Me:Whatmission?

Guy:It'ssomethingthathastodowithyourboss

ladyandMuzibutIcan'tgointodetailsrightnow...I

havetogosoareyoucomingwithme.

Me:NoIcan'tleavesisSinditherebutthankyoufor

carrying.

Guy:Areyousure?

Me:YesIamlet'sgo.

Wetookthesnacksandleft,hedroppedmeoffand

left.

Sbani



IdroppedThandooffandleftIhadalreadybooked

myflighthome,Idon'tfeelgoodaboutleaving

ThandohereIdon'tknowwhybutIhaveabad

feelingaboutsomething.IloveherandI'mgoingto

getheroutofthere,Ican'tbelievemyfuturewifeisa

hooker.

MyflightdeparturedandafterafewhoursI'min

Durban,Itoldmyfriendstocomegetme.

Me:Gents.

Sphe:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Sims:Whyareyouback?

Me:Don'ttellmeyoualsodon'tknowwhyI'mhere.

TJ:Nowedon't.

Me:Iwonderwhy.

Wegotintothecarandthenleft.

Khoza:Boysyouarehere.

Me:Yesbaba.



Khoza:Goodhow'sworkSbani?

Me:GreatBaba.

Khoza:Okaythat'sgood,Itoldyoutocomebackso

youcanalsohelpusinfindingyoursistersboyfriend.

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveIsididn'ttellusthatshewas

beingabused.

Khoza:Allwomanstayhopingandprayingfortheir

mantochangeeverydaybuttheyendupdead,Ifeel

responsibleyouknow,youtrustedmetotakecareof

yoursisterandIfailed.

Sims:It'snotyourfaulttaima,don'tworrywewill

findhim.

Me:YessomtholaBaba(wewillfindhim).

Sphe:Wehavebeensearchingforhimbuthejust

disappearedthisisfrustrating.

Khoza:EspeciallyforyousinceyoulikeIsi.

Wealllookedathim.

Khoza:What?

TJ:Nothingbaba.



Wealllaughed.

Khoza:It'sthehospital.

Hesaidansweringaphonecall.

Khoza:TheyaresayingIsiphoismissing,shewas

kidnapped.

Me:What?Let'sgo.

Wealltookourkeysandleft.

Insertnine

WhenIarrivedatthehouseIwentstraighttoour

roomandsisSindiwasnotthere,Ifeltmyheart

beatingfastIdon'tknowwhy.Iwenttothe

bathroomandrolledupajointthensmokedwhenit

washalfwaythroughIheardaknockatthedoor.

Me:Comein.

Lady:Someoneisheretofetchyou.

Me:Fetchmetowhere?

Lady:HayiThandoIdon'tknowjustcome.



Shegavemesomeattitudethenleft,Ibrushedmy

teeththenfollowedher.

Therewasamanwaitingformebythegate.

Theman:AreyouThando?

Me:YesIam.

Theman:Getinthecarweneedtogo.

Me:WeneedtogowhereIcan'tjustleavewith

someoneIdon'tknow.

Theman:Youareahookeryouleavewithdifferent

maneveryday.

Me:MxmI'mgoingbackinside.

Hetoldmetowaitwhilehetookouthisphoneand

madeaphonecall.

Theman:Heretake.

Me:Hello.

MamLorraine:IsentthatmantofetchyouIdon't

haveenoughtime.

Me:okay.



Igotinthecarthenhedrovetillwegotintoan

abondonedarea.

Theman:Wearehere.

Me:Whyareweinaplacelikethis?

Theman:HeyIdon'tknowIjustfollowordersnow

comelet'sgo.

Wewalkedtothebuildingwhichlookedoldanddirty,

whenwegotinsideMamLorrainewassittingona

couchthatwassituatedatthecentreofaroom

sippingonherfavouritewine.

MamLorraine:SoThandoyouthinkyouareclever?

Me:Idon'tfollow.

MamLorraine:Ohyouwilldear,comethisside.

WewenttoanotherroomandIcouldn'tbelievemy

eyes.

Me:SisSindinono.

MamLorraine:Holdher.

Shesaidtoherman,sisSindiwastiedupinchains

andshewasbeatenup.



Sindi:I'msorryThando.

MamLorraine:SoyouandSusantriedtomakeplans

forhertoleave,yououtofallpeopleknowSindithat

onceItakeyouinyouleaveinabodybag.

Sindi:Shedoesn'tbelonghere,sheisstillyoung.

MamLorraine:Wellyouaregoingtodiefor

betrayingme.

Me:NopleaseIcandoanythingyouwantdon'tkill

herpleaseIbegyou.

Sindi:ThandoI'msorryforwhatIsaidearlierIdidn't

meanit,youareagreatpersonI'mhappyandglad

thatImetyou.Iloveyousomuchnotbecauseyou

remindmeofmylittlesisterbutbecauseyouhave

becomemysister,takecareofyourselfanddon't

everstoptryingtofreeyourselffromthishellhole.

MamLorrainelaughedoutloudevenMuziwashere

behavinglikeabigboss.

Me:IforgiveyouandIloveyoutoo.

MamLorraine:KillSindiandMuzitakehertothe

otherroomwewillkeepherthereuntilIfindpeople



totrafficher.

Me:Nopleasedon'tkillheryoucankillmeinstead

please.

MamLorrainenoddedherheadthenanotherguy

slicedsisSindi'sneckwhileIwatched,herheadflew

acrosstheroom.Idon'tthinkIwilleverbesaneafter

seeingthis,IscreamedwhileMuzidraggedme

outside.

Me:HowcouldyouletherdothatIthoughtyou

caredforme.

Muzi:Care?Idon'tcareaboutanyoneelsebeside

myselfjuststayhereyouwillbefine.

TherewasalittlebedIthrewmyselfonitandcried

mylungsout,Iregrettednotleavingwithhubby.

Sbani

Wegottothehospitalrunningeveryonewasquite.

Me:Nursenurse.



Nurse:YouaremissKhoza'sfamily?

Sims:Yesweare.

Nurse:Comethisside.

WeallwalkedtoawardIguessitwasIsipho'sward

therewasadoctorandsomesecuritiesthere.

Khoza:Doctorwhat'sgoingon.

Doctor:Wedon'tknowbutwefoundthisnote.

Itookthenoteandreadit.

"ShebelongstomeandIwilldowhateverIwant

withher".

Sphe:Whatdoesitsayman?

Igaveittohimandthenitkeptoncirculatingaround

theroom.

TJ:Whattheheckisthis?

Khoza:Thanksdoctorwewilltakecareofthis.

Doctor:Wewillalsohelpwehavecontactedthe

policetheyaresearchingforher.

Me:Okaydocthanks.



Khoza:Let'sgoboys.

Weallleftandwentbacktothehouse.

Me:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Sims:Weneedtocalmdownsothatwecanfocus.

Weallsettleddownanddranksomebeers.

Khoza:Weneedtofindthatwhiteguyhemayknow

wheretofindthisPsycho.

TJ:Ineedalaptop.

Me:Iwillgetit.

Iwenttomyroomandgotthelaptopthenwentback

totheothers.

Khoza:Ineedtocontactmyoldfriends.

Sims:Thisisnotwartayma.

Khozawasinthemilitarysoheisskilledandgot

someresources.

Sphe:Thisiswar.

Heshouted.

Khoza:Areyoucrying?



WealllaughedSphewassofrustrated,whilewe

werelaughingmyphoneranganditwasMuzi.

Me:Heyman.

Muzi:Areyouokay?

Me:YeahI'mfinehowarethingsthere?

Muzi:HecticmanSindiisdeadandthatgirlThando

islockedupsomewherewaitingtobeshipped.

Me:ListenmanIwillcallyoulaterIneedtogo.

Muzi:Shoman.

Isighedoutloud,howcanthishappenthepeopleI

careaboutarebothintrouble.

Khoza:Sbaniareyouokay.

Me:NoI'mnot.

Isatdownandburriedmyheadinmyhandsand

actuallycried,forthefirsttimeinyearsIcried.

Insertten

Sbani



Khoza:Sontalkwhatsgoingon?

EveryonelookedworriedmaybetheythoughtIhad

badnewsaboutIsipho.

Sphe:IsitaboutIsipho?

Me:Yes...Noeish.

TJ:Yiniinkinga(what'stheproblem).

Me:Ican'tgetintodeepdetailsrightnowbutin

JoburgImetthisgirl,Ilikeheralottheproblemis

thatsheisaprostituteandnowshe'sindeeptrouble.

Khoza:HaiboSbanisamakhozaweretherenoother

girlsinJoburg.

Me:Youdon'tunderstandit'snotherchoicetolive

thelifesheisliving.

Sims:Sowhat'stheproblemexactlymaybewecan

help.

IlookedatKhozabecauseifIexplainabouthowI

metherthenhewillknowwhyI'minJoburg.

Khoza:Iknoweverythingdon'tlookatmelikethat



becauseangiyindawo(I'mnotgoinganywhere).

Me:TaymaIcanexplain.

Khoza:There'snotimeforthatsowhathappenedto

thisgirlofyours.

ItoldthemeverythingthathashappenedsinceI

wenttoJoburg.

Khoza:Sonowyouwanttoriskyourlifebecause

youlikesomegirl.

Me:YesbabaIdobutIcan'tdothatwithIsipho

missingwefirstneedtofindher.

Sphe:Okaylet'sgotalktoNick.

Khoza:YouboysgoIneedtogosomewhere.

Weallleftthehouseandwenttothatwhiteguy's

house,whenwegottheretheywereinthesitting

roomwithIsipho'sfriend.Sheisbusyenjoyingher

lifewhileherfriendismissing.

Sims:Nickcanwehaveaword.

Nick:Howdidyouguysgethere.

TJ:That'snotimportantrightnowweneedtoknow



wheretofindyourfriend.

Nick:AmIhiskeeper?

Ipunchedhimandhisgirlfriendjumped.

Me:You!youarebusylickingyourboyfriendwhile

yourfriendisouttheremissing.

Isipho'sfriend:IsiphoismissingohmyGod.

Shelookedshockedforrealmaybeshewasacting

youcannevertrustthesegirls.

Sims:SoNickareyoutellinguswhereyourfriendis

orwehavetoforceyou.

UMlunguhadturnedredfrombeingnervousbloody

coward.

Nick:Youcanallsitdownsowecantalk.

Wesatdownandexplainedwhathappened.

Nick:LookguysIdidn'tknowhewassicklikethat

wearenotreallybestfriendsbutwehangout

togetherthereandthereonlybecauseourgirlfriends

arefriends.

Me:Doyouperhapsknowwherewecanfindhim.



Nick:Notreally.

Sphe:Areyousuremanpleasethinkcarefully.

Nick:Ireallydon'tknowbutmaybeifwecangoto

hishousewewillfindsomething.

Isipho'sfriend:YeswearewillingtohelpBhutiSbani.

TJ:Okaylet'sgo.

Weallleftandwenttohishousewhichwasnotfar

fromNick'shouse.

Whenwegottherewesearchedeverythingand

foundnothingwhenwewereabouttogiveupSims

toldustocomeandsee.

Therewasadoorwhichledtoabasement.

Me:Isiphoareyouthere?

Ishoutedwhileenteringtheroombutshewasnot

there.

Sphe:Guyscheckthisout.

Therewerephotosofdifferentgirlsonthewall

somelookedtorturedandsomelookeddead.



TJ:Howsickisthisguy.

Nick:IthinkIfoundsomething.

Me:Whatisit?

Nick:Allthesegirlsinthesephotoslooklikethey

weretorturedinthesameplacelookatthesewalls

andthefurnitureinside.

Sims:Yesandthisisnottheplace.

Me:Ithinkifwefindoutwherethisplaceisthenwe

willfindwhereheiskeepingIsipho.

Isipho'sfriend:Thisguyissicklookatthis.

TherewasaphotoofIsiphoandherfriend,her

friendwasthenexttargetafterheisdonewith

Isipho.

TJ:Lookatthatbirdinthewindow.

Hewaspointingataphoto.

Nick:Thosearerare.

TJ:Yesifwecanfindwheretheyarefoundthenwe

canfindtheplace.



Wetookthephotothenleft,whenwearrived

homeKhozawasstillnotbackTJtookhislaptop

anddidhisthing.

Me:What'stakingsolongbafo.

TJ:GuysbookflightswearegoingtoMpumalanga.

Me:Can'twedrive?

Khoza:Noyoucan'tSbaniyouareinDurbanand

Mpumalangaisfar.

Me:Whendidyougethere.

Khoza:JustnowIwillorganiseaprivatejetsowe

canleave,ufunaniumlungulana(Whatisthiswhite

mandoinghere).

Nick:Ngizosizanam(I'mheretohelp).

Wealllookedathim.

Khoza:OhsoyouspeakZulu.

Nick:YeboBaba.

Khoza:Iwillmakeafewcallsinthemeantimeget

ready.



Ican'twaittoseemylittleAngelIhopewefindher.

Isipho

Idon'tevenknowwhatIsawinthisguywhydidI

evendecidetohaveaboyfriend,Idon'tknowwhy

badthingshappentous.

Thislunaticcametothehospitalandkidnappedme

Ihaven'tatesincehesaysheisnotpunishingme

becausehelikesbutbecausehismotherdiditto

himtoo.

Nathi:Heywakeup.

Me:Iwanttogohome.

Nathi:Andleavemewithnooneyouwillnevergo

homeuntilI'mdonewithyou.

Me:Areyougoingtokillme?

Nathi:YesI'mgoingtokillyouIhavekilledsomany

womenbecauseofwhatmymotherdidtome,you

areallpayingforher.



Me:Whatdidyourmotherdoexactly?

Nathi:Youseemymotherresentedmesoonafter

myfatherlefther,shewouldtouchmein

inappropriateandforcemetotouchherback.She

wouldmakelickherpussyevenifshewason

periods,shehatedmewitheveryfibreinherbone.

Aftershewastiredofdoingallthosethingsshe

pimpedmeouttodifferentmanandtheyallraped

whileshewasgettingmoneyfromallmypain,I

hatedhersomuchandIvowedtomakeherpaybut

onedaywewokeupandshewasdeadjustlikethat,

shediedpeacefullyinhersleepwithoutpayingfor

whatshedidtome.HowcanGodbesounfairshe

wasnotsupposetodiepeacefully,Iwantedtoinflict

thesamepainsheinflictedonme.

Ididn'tevenknowwhattosayIfeltsorryforhimI

knowyoucanthinkI'mcrazybutit'snothisfault

thatheturnedoutthisway.I'mnotsayingwhatheis

doingisrightbuthismothershouldhavedone

thingsdifferentlyforhimnottoturnoutlikethis.

Me:I'msosorryyoudon'tdeserveanythingthat

happenedtoyoubutwhyareyouturningoutlikeher.



Nathi:I'mnotlikethatwoman.

Me:Yesyouare,youareexactlyyourmother'sson.

Ifeltahotslapacrossmyface.

Me:Doesthatmakeyoufeelbetter?JustletmegoI

willsayitwassomeoneelsewhokidnappedmeand

Icanhelpyou,youneedhelpnottogotoprison

becauseIknowmybrotherwillfindme.

Nathi:Idon'tneedhelpI'mfineandweareleavingin

fewhoursbeforeyourbrotherfindsyou.

Me:Pleasedon'tdothisdon'tletwhatyourmother

didtoyoucontrolyou.

Nathi:Youknownothingaboutwhatthatwomandid

tomesoshutup.

HesaidleavingtheroomIsawitinhiseyesthehate

hehasforhismotherandIdon'tblamehimIwould

alsofeelthesameifIexperiencedwhathewent

through.Heneedshelpserioushelp,Ihopeandpray

thatmybrotherfindsmebeforeweleavethisplaceI

don'tevenknowwhereweare.

Inserteleven



WhenthesunisoutIknowit'sanewdayandwhen

itgetsdarkIknowit'snighttime,noonehascame

tocheckoutonmeortogivemefood.

IfeellikeI'mlosingmymindIcan'tgetwhat

happenedtosisSindioutofmymind,forthefirst

timetodayIgetoutofthistinybedandgotothe

doorhopingit'snotlocked.Luckyformeit'snot

locked,Iopeneditbutitonlyledmetowheresis

SindiwaskilledwhenIgetinsideherbodyisstill

there.Iknowtherearetraumaticthingsouttherebut

this,thistakesthecupabodywithouttheheadI

lookacrosstheroomandIdon'tseesisSindi'shead.

Icontinuecheckingaroundbutit'snottherewhere

coulditbe,Isitnexttoherbodyandlookather.

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowwegottoapointwhere

youdiejustlikethat,Ihavefeltlonelyandunloved

foralongtimesincemyparentsdiedbutyou,you

mademefeellovedagain.I'msorrysisSindiyou

didn'tdeservetodielikethat,Ibroughtdeathinyour

lifeandIwillalwaysblamemyselfforwhat



happenedtoyou.

Muzi:It'snotyourfaultyouknow.

Ilookedathim,Ithinkheisabitcrazyhelikes

actinglikeagoodguybutheisamonsterhimself.

Muzi:Ididn'twantanyofthistohappenbutanything

thatgetsmepaidIdoit.

Me:Howdoyousleepatnight?

Muzi:Isleepjustfinehoney.

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Muzi:Justtocheckuponyou,wecanneverknowI

thoughtmaybeyouescaped.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhereIamhowcanIescape,

youaresuchafool.

Muzi:Youcancallmewhateveryoulikebutnext

weekyouaregoingaway.

Ilookedathimandhewassmilingseemslikeheis

enjoyingthis.

Me:CanIaskforafavour?



Muzi:Sure.

Me:CanIatleastburysisSindi'sbody.

Muzi:Andwhereareyouplanningtodothat?

Me:EvenhereIdon'tmindbutherbodyisbecoming

verybad.

Muzi:Myboysaregoingtohelpyouwiththat.

Me:AndI'mhungry.

Muzi:Youalsosmellreallybadforacutegirllikeyou.

EverytimewhenIwanttocrymytearsarenotthere,

eversincesisSindidiedIhavenotbeencryingI

wanttocrybutmytearsarenotthere.

Muzi:Ineedtogonow.

Hetookouthisphoneandcalledoneofhisboys.

Guy:Boss.

Muzi:Whereisthatbread.

Guy:Hereboss.

MuzithrewthebreadonmeandIcatcheditfast

becauseIwashungry.



Me:Thisbreadisrottenhowdoyouexpectmeto

eatit.

Muzi:Idon'tknowmakeaplansweetheart.

Heturnedtohisguyandsaid...

Muzi:Helpherburythatbodythencallmewhenyou

aredoneIwillcomegetyou.

Hethenleftmewiththeguy.

Me:Pleasehelpmegetoutofhere.

HejustlookedatmeanddraggedsisSindi'sbody

outside.

Guy:Areyoucomingornot?

Ifollowedhimoutsideandwatchedhimdiggingsis

Sindi'sgrave.

Hethenthrewherbodyinsidethegrave.

Guy:Isthereanythingyouwanttosay.

There'ssomuchthatIwantedtosaybutIhadno

words.

Me:No.



Hefinishedthenwegotinside.

Me:Don'tyouhaveaconscience?

Helookedatme.

Me:Imnotsayingfeelsorryformebutpleasehelp

meI'mbeggingyou,Ihavebeenworkinghereeven

thoughIdidn'tlikethejobbutitiswaybetterthan

beingshippedawaytosomecountryyoudon'tknow.

Guy:OkayIdon'twantanytroublebutcomeletme

showyousomething.

Wewalkedaroundandtherewasaroomintheback.

Guy:NoonehasevernoticedthisdoorsoI'mgoing

toopenitandwhenthebosscomestofetchyouwill

leave.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Guy:Iwishyouthebestofluckbecausethisplaceis

inthemiddleofnowhereevenifyougetout,Idon't

knowwhereyouwillgobecausetheroadisveryfar

fromthisplacebutwhenyougetoutofherekeep

running.

Me:Thankyou,Ithinkyourbossishere.



Ican'tthankthismanenoughbuthehelpedmealot

Idon'tknowwhereIwillgettheenergytodoallthis

butIwilldoit.

Muzi:Didyouburythebody?

Me:Yeswedid.

Muzi:Surelet'sgomanandyouIwanttodosome

thingstoyoubutyoustink.

Ilookedathim.

Muzi:ByenowseeyouonMonday.

Ilookedthroughthewindowandsawthemleaving,I

tooktherottenbreadandate.Nomatterhowbadit

isIneedthestrengthtodothis.

Sbani

OurprivatejetjusttookoffIfeellikeit'snotmoving

atallIjustwanttoholdIsiphoinmyarmsrightnow.

Sphe:Heymanwegoingtofindher.



IjustnoddedmyheadanddecidedtocallMuzi,I

knowI'mjustaddingmystressbutIneedtoknow

howisThando.

Muzi:Bafohow'shome?

Me:Allgoodmymanhowarethingsthere?

Muzi:Prettygoodman,Ican'twaitforthisgirltogo

sheisgoingtobringussomuchmoney.

Me:Howmuchdidthebuyeroffer.

Muzi:3millionman.

Me:3million?

Ikindofshoutedthatpart,TJsignalledmetodrop

thecall.

Muzi:YesmanlookwewilltalklaterIneedtogo.

HehelpedmebecauseIwasabouttodropthecall.

Me:Whydidyoutellmetodropthecall.

TJ:IthinkIhaveaplanonhowtogetyourgirlback.

Me:Okayshoot.

TJ:Theywanttotrafficthegirlright?



Inodded.

TJ:SojusttalktothisMuziguy,tellhimthatyou

foundabuyerwhoiswillingtopayatleast8million.

Sims:Andthenwhatwillhappeniftheywantthe

money.

TJ:Anyofuscanpretendtobethebuyerbuthe

wouldhavetoflyoverseassotheywon'thesitateto

shipher.3millionisalotbut8millionisalotlotof

moneysotheywillconsideritthenwewillgetyour

girlback.

Sphe:That'sagoodplanman.

Me:Itisreallybutlet'sfirstgetIsiphohome.

Khoza:Wearehereboyslet'sgo.

Isipho

IheardanaeroplaneandIhopedthoseweremy

brother's.

Me:ItoldyoutoletmegobecauseIknewthey



wouldfindme.

Nathi:I'mnotgoingtojail.

Me:Lookslikeyouare.

Hepacedupanddownthentookouthisgun.

Nathi:I'mnotgoingtojailformymother'ssins.

Me:Nathiyouneedhelp.

Hepointedtheguninhishead.

Me:Pleasenodon'tshootyourselfpleaseI'mnot

goingtoopenacaseagainstyou,I'mgoingtohelp

youIpromiseI'mgoingtosupportyoubecauseI

loveyoupleaseNathi.

Nathi:YouknowIsiphoIreallylovedyou,youwere

thefirstgirlthatIlovedtakecareofyourself.

Me:NathipleaseIloveyoutoowecanconquerthis

meandyoubabypleasedropthegun.

Nathi:Icanneverlivewithwhatmymotherdidto

meandwhatIhavetoalltheseothergirlsalsoto

you,I'msorryIreallyam.

HethenpulledthetriggerandIsawhisbrainfly



acrosstheroom,Ihaveneverscreamedlikethat.

Sbani:IsiphoIsipho!.

Me:Thissidebhuti.

Ishouted,theygotinrunning.

Sbani:WeheardthegunshotsohAngelIthoughthe

shotyou.

Hehuggedme.

Me:Pleaseuntieme.

Sbani:OhsorryI'mjusthappytoseeyou.

Sphe:Wearereallyhappytoseeyou.

Me:Hekilledhimself.

Khoza:GoodforhimbecauseIwasgoingtoshoot

himmyself.

Irantohimandthrewmyselfonhim.

Khoza:Youaresafenowdon'tcry.

Me:Itwasnothisfaultyouknow.

Heremovedmefromhischest.



Khoza:Isipho.

Me:IknowIsoundcrazybutitwasnothisfault.

Sbani:Firstyoudon'ttellusyouarebeingabused

nowyoutellingusitwasnothisfault,whatiswrong

withyouIsipho?

Sims:Calmdownman.

Sbani:Don'ttellmetocalmdownwewereworried

sickaboutyouandnowyoutellusthiscrap.

TJ:Let'sgetoutofhereandburnthisplaceup.

Me:Pleasedon'tburnhisbodycanwepleasebury

him,IknowyouthinkI'mcrazybutI'mnothedoesn't

deserveaproperburialIknowbutIwanttogiveitto

him.HediedfeelingunlovedsoIwanttoshowhim

thatwhathewentthroughwasnothisfault.

Sbani:That'snotgoingtohappenweareleavinghim

herecomelet'sgo.

Ilookedatkhoza.

Me:PleaseBaba.

Khoza:ThisiscrazyIsipho.



Me:IknowBababutplease.

HelookedatSbani.

Sbani:Don'tlookatmeI'mnotinvolvingmyselfwith

thismadness,youshouldn'thavecalledmetocome

andlookforher.IleftimportantthingsinJoburgto

comeandhelpyounowyousaythiscrap,youwillall

findmeinthejet.

Hewalkedout,IlovemybrothersomuchbutIalso

needtothisformyownclosureIcan'tjustletthem

burnhim.

Khoza:Let'slookforsomethingtoputhiminthen

wetakehimwithus.

TJ:Really?I'mwithSbanionthisonethisismadness.

Hesaidleaving,theothershelpedandweleft.

Inserttwelve

Sbani

Idon'tunderstandIsiphosometimesitseemslike



sheisgettingoutofhand,Iwishshewasstillyoung

butnowthatsheisgrowingupanddoingallthese

thingsIdon'tunderstandher.

Shealmostdiedtodaythatboyfriendofherscould

havekilledherbutnowhewantsustoburyhim,I

don'tunderstandanyofthisandIdon'twantto

understanditthenthere'sBabawhoagreeswith

everythingthatshesays.

Wearenowinthejetwitheveryoneincludingthis

guy'sbody,seingthatIsiphoissafeallIcanthink

aboutisThando,Ihavetodoeverythinginmypower

tosaveherIcanneverforgivemyselfifanything

happenstoher.

Sims:Heymanwearehere.

I'mevenangryatthemhowcantheyallowthisto

happenatleastTJwasonmyside.

Khoza:Igotpeopletodigagraveinthecemetery

andIorganizedacoffinsowecango.

Isipho:CanIcleanhimup.

Khoza:NoIgotpeoplewhoaregoingtodothat.



Isipho:Bhutipleasecomewithus.

Me:Ifyoudon'twantustohavetroubleyouwill

leavemealone,gentsifyouaredonewiththis

madnesspleasecomehomeIneedtogobackto

JoburgASAP.

Sims:Shoman.

TheyleftmewithTJ.

TJ:Let'sdothiscallthisguy.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledMuzi.

Me:Canwetalk.

Muzi:Sho.

Me:AboutthatgirlIfoundusanewbuyerwhois

willingtopayatleast8million.

Muzi:What?Areyouserious?

Me:YesmanI'mseriousandyouneedtoconvince

thatwomanthatthisisthebestdeal.

Muzi:Don'tworryaboutthatit'suptome,justmake

surethatthedealdoesnotgoaway.



Me:Isthegirlready?

Muzi:Iwillcallyouafterafewminutesmanletme

gocheckthegirloutandgetherready.

Me:OkayIwillbewaitingforyourcall.

TJ:Let'shopethisworksoutforthebestman.

Me:Ihopesotoo,IwillbebackIneedtoget

something.

Iwenttogetsomeweedfrommyroomandchecked

upsomecigarettesfromKhoza'sroom.

Inoticedtheclosetwasopen,Igotcloserandsawa

silversuitcaseinthecloset.

IgotcuriousandopenedthecaseandIcouldn't

believemyeyes.

Me:TJcomecheckthisoutman.

TJ:WhatmanIwasmakingfoodI'mhungry.

Me:Lookatthis.

TJ:Arethoseguns?

Me:Yeplookslikeit.



TJ:Maybeit'snothing,taymawasinthemilitary

afterall.

Me:Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis.

TJ:YouknowalltheseyearswehavebeenfriendsI

havelearnttotrustyourgutbecauseit'salwaysright

sodon'tworryIwilllookintoitjustfocusongetting

yourgirlback.

Me:Okayifyousaysolet'sgosmoke.

IloveweedandIbelieveit'shealthyIdon'tsee

myselfquittingit.

TJgotthefoodwhileIrolledajoint.

TJ:YoushouldtalktoIsiphoyouknowfindout

what'sgoingonwithher.

Me:NomanIdon'twanttotalktoher,Isiphoisjust

disrespectfulandspoilt.

Myphonerang.

Me:Issheready?

Muzi:Nowecan'tfindher,wehavesearched

everywhereforhermansheescaped.



IgotupandstoodbythewindowThandofuckedup,

whydidn'tshewaitalittlelongerwherewillIfindher

now.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindher.

Muzi:Mymanarestillsearchingforherbutsheis

gone.

Me:Findher.

IshoutedandTJwhisperedformetocalmdown.

Me:Imeanwecan'tlosesomuchmoneyman

pleasedoyourbest.

Muzi:Wewillmanwillcallyoulater.

Ithrewmyphoneacrosstheroom.

TJ:SbanicalmdownmanwewillfindherIpromise,

justcalmdownyouwillgetintroublewiththese

people.Youneedtocontrolyouremotionsbecause

theywillgetsuspiciousplease.

Me:IwilltryTJbutshejeopardisedeverythingI

don'tthinkwewilleverfindher.

Khoza:Findwho?



TJ:Hisgirlescapedsoourplanwillnotworkunless

theyfindher.

Khoza:Stopworryingaboutsomeoneyoudon't

knowandfixthingswithyoursister,youcan'tbe

busyworryingaboutsomeprostitute.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Sims:Sbanicalmdown.

Me:SoI'mtheonewhoissupposetofixthingswith

Isiphoeventhoughshewasinthewrong,areyouout

ofyourmind?

Khoza:Heeywatchyourmouth.

Me:Noyouwatchyourmouth,Ihavedone

everythingtomakeyouhappyandproudbutnow

thatIwanttodomeI'mbeinglabelledasthebad

guy.

Khoza:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.

Me:SotellmeKhozathegunsinyourroom,what

aretheyfor?

Khoza:Yousearchedmythings.



Me:YesIsearchedyourthings.

Khoza:Icanexplain.

Me:Don't!Ineedtogo,TJdidyoubookmyflight.

TJ:Yesbafoyouareleavinginanhour.

Sphe:Whyareyouangryatus?

KhozaleftIdon'tknowwherehewentIhopehe

doesn'tbringanydangerinourlives.

Me:I'mnotangry.

Iwenttomyroomandtookashowerthenpackeda

fewthings.

Isipho:CanIcomein.

Me:Sure.

Isipho:I'msorryBhutiIdon'tlikeitwhenyouare

angryatme,youaremybrotherandIloveyoumore

thananythinginthisworld.I'msorryIdidn'ttellyou

thatIwasbeingabusedandI'msorryaboutthe

wholeburialthingbutI'mhappyIdiditbelievemeI

amatpeace.Ipromisetofocusonschoolfromnow

onandIwishyouthebestofluckonfindingyourgirl.



Me:IloveyoutooAngelbutpleasedon'tbeafraidto

talktomeaboutanythingIwillalwaysbehereifyou

needme.

Isipho:IknowBhuti.

Wehuggedandsheleftleavingmetogetready.

Me:What'supwiththebagsguys.

Sims:Wearealsogoingwithyousowecanendthis.

Me:Areyouguyssureaboutthis?

Sphe:Yeswearesure,wearebrothersandwehelp

eachotherout.

Me:Wecan'tleaveIsiphohereandIdon'ttrust

Khozawhatifheisintosomeshadydealings.

Sims:Wecandropheroffinmyhouse,mymomis

there.

Me:Andtheygetalongprettywell.

Weallagreedthenleft,wedroppedIsiphooffthen

wewenttotheairport.

IgotacallfromMuzi.



Me:Talktome.

Muzi:Westillcan'tfindthegirl.

Me:I'minaflightIwillcallyouwhenIgetthere.

Idropthecall.

Me:Soguyswhat'stheplan.

Sphe:Youmustreallylovethisgirl

Me:IlikeherbutIalsofeelsorryforhershe's

beenthroughalot.

Sims:Youalsodeservethebestman,sowhenwe

getthereyouwillmeetwithMuziwhilewesearch

aroundtheplace.

TJ:Ithinkit'sbestifwedon'thideyouwillsaywe

areyourtrustedmanandthatwearethebestwhen

itcomestosearchingpeople,hewillbelieveyou

becausehetrustsyou.

Sphe:Wheredoyougetthesegreatideas?

TJhasalwaysbeenthesmartestoneevenwhenwe

werestillinschool.



Sims:Hegetstheideaskulelikhandalakheelikhulu

(inhisbighead).

TJ:Yeahright.

Wecontinuedtalkingandplanningeverything.

Me:Spheyouhavebeensmilingonyourphonewho

areyouchattingwith?

Sphe:Noonehawu.

Me:Ihopeit'snotIsiphobecauseIwillkillyou.

Theguyslaughed.

Sphe:Mxm.

TJ:Andweareheretellyourfriendtosendyouthe

location.

Me:Hesentitawhileago.

Sims:TodayMuzidieswewilltakecareofthe

womanlater.

Sphe:IalsoagreewhataboutyouSbani.

Me:I'mwithyouguyslet'sgo.



WearrivedatthisplaceitissofarIdon'tevenknow

howtheyfindit,assoonaswegetoutofthecar

Muzi'smanpointuswithguns.

Muzi:Whoarethesepeople?

Me:ThesearemymenItrustthemandtheyare

goodatwhattheydo,startsearchingpeople.

Muziinstructhismentostanddownandstart

searchingfollowingmyfriends.

Me:Sotellmewhathappened?

Muzi:Idon'tknowweleftThandohereyesterdaybut

thebackdoorwasnotlockedsoIguessshe

escaped.

Me:I'msuresheisnotfarandwherecouldshego

becausethisplaceisfarfromtheroadandtheother

sideisjustaforest.

Muzi:AllIknowisthatwehavetofindher,shehad

noteatenfordaysImeanshecannotrunwithan

emptystomach.

Heissayingallthiswithoutanysympathyinhisface.

Me:Canyoustayfordayswithouteating?



Muzi:Ofcosnothowcanyouevenaskmethat.

Me:Okay.

Wesatdownwaitingforthemtocomeback.

Afteranhourmyphonerang.

Me:Helo.

Sphe:Wefoundherbutsheisunconscious.

Muzi:Putthephoneonloudspeaker.

Me:I'mputtingyouonloudspeaker.

IwantedhimtoknowthatMuziwasalsolistening.

Sphe:Wecan'tfindthegirl,wehavelooked

everywherebutwecan'tfindher.

Me:Okaymansure.

Muzi:Whatdowedonow?

IlookedathimIwanttoshoothimbutIdon'twant

anybloodinmyhands,IthinkIneedanotherplan

becauseatleastnowIhavegotThando.

Me:WegoI'msurewewillgetanothergirl,Icameto

helpIstillneedtogohome.



Muzi:Thanksmanforcoming.

Muzileftfirstwithhismen.

Sims:Whydidyouchangeyourmindaboutkilling

theguy?

Me:I'mnotakillerbuthewilldieonewayoranother.

TJcamewithThando,hewascarryingher.

Sphe:Weneedtogethertothehospital.

Me:Let'sgo.

Thandolookedpalewithcrackedlipsandshesmelt

reallybad,werushedhertothehospital.

Insertthirteen

Sbani

WedecidednottotakeThandotothehospitalin

JoburgandtookaflightbacktoDurbanbecause

theymaydecidetosearchforherinhospitals

aroundJoburg.WejustlandedinDurbanandweare



nowgoingtothehospital,Icarryherinsidethey

attendtoherimmediately.

Sphe:Sheisgoingtobefinemandon'tworryatleast

nowweareoutofJoburg.

TJ:Yeahatleastbutweneedtogobackthereand

finishthemissionsoon.

Me:I'mjustgladsheissafeandguysthankyou.

Sims:Wegotyourbackthat'swhatbrothersarefor.

Wewaitedforafewminutesthenthenursecalled

us.

TJ:Youcangomanwewillwaitforyouhere.

IleftandwenttoThando'sward.

Me:Dochowisshe?

Doc:She'sfinejustabitdehydratedandshe'sneeds

toeatseemslikeit'sbeenawhilesincesheate,as

youcanseesheisstillsleepingbutwillwakeup

anytime.

Me:Thanksdoc.

ThedoctorleftandIsatdownlookingatThando,



sheisbeautifulIcan'tbelieveshewentthroughso

muchpainatsuchayoungage.

Thando:Someoneoncesaid"staringisrude

especiallyifyouhavebigeyes".

Me:Thandoyouareawake.

Thando:YeswhereamI.

Me:YouareinhospitalinDurban.

Thando:HowdidIgethereallIrememberistrying

torunaway,howdidyoufindme?

Me:That'snotimportantrightnowwhat'simportant

isthatyouaresafe.

Thando:Idon'tevenknowhowtothankyou,thank

yousomuch.

Me:It'sonlyapleasureThandolwam.

Thando:Soareyougoingtotellmeyournamenow.

Me:Notyetjustkeepcallingmehubby.

Thando:OkayhubbyI'mhungry.

Me:IbetyouareIwillsendoneofmyfriendstobuy



yousomethingtoeatwhileIgotalktothedoctor.

Thando:Thankyou.

Iwalkedoutandtoldmyfriendstogogetsomefood.

Me:Docdoyouhaveaminute.

Doc:Ofcosyoucancomein.

Me:Sowhenwillyoudischargeher.

Doc:Iwillkeepherovernightyoucancomefetchher

tomorrowaround10.

Me:Okaythankyoudocsotherearenoother

damagesright?

Doc:Nodamages.

Me:UhmmnoSTIsoranyotherdiseases.

Doc:Nosheistotallyclean.

Me:Okaydocthanksonceagain.

Doc:Justdoingmyjob.

Iwalkedoutofthedoctorsofficeandwentto

Thando'sward,theguyswerealreadyintheward

laughingandtalking.



Me:Iseeyouhavemetthesemonkeys.

Thando:YesIhave.

Sims:Soyouarealsoagreeingthatwearemonkeys.

Thando:MeUhmmno.

TJ:Whatareyousayingbeautiful?

Me:Beautiful?HayihayiTJ.

Sphe:Areyoujealous.

Me:Mxmjustleaveguys.

Thando:Noguysstayyouarecool.

Sims:Didyouhearthatwearecool.

Wecontinuedtalkingwhileeatingseemslikewe

wereallhungryandThandoisgettingalongwell

withmyfriends.

Me:I'mafraidwehavetoloveandleaveyounowI

willcomefetchyoutomorrow.

Thando:Okaygoodnightguys.

Weallleftwewerealljusttiredsowedecidedtojust

gohomeandsleep,IwillfetchIsiphotomorrow.



TJ:Sbanivukahawu(wakeup).

Me:Don'ttellmeit'smorningalready.

TJ:Yesit's8o'clock.

Me:Nomanitcan'tbeletmesleepforafew

minutesIwillbeupjustnow.

Sims:Youknowifweletyousleepyoucanwakeup

tomorrow.

Me:OkayI'mup.

Iwokeupandtookashowerthenwentdownstairs.

Me:Guysyouareeatingcereal.

Sphe:Wellwewerelazytomakebreakfast.

Me:I'mnoteatingcerealIwillgrabsomethingon

ourwaytoSimshouse.

TJandSphehavenofamilyit'sonlyusandSimshas

amotheronly,hisfatherdiedwhenhewasstill

young,sohismotherisourmotherasKhozaisthe

onlyfatherweallhave.Wehavebecomeonebig

familyandI'mgladIhavethem.



Sims:ItriedcallingIsiphoIwantedtotellhertoget

readywewillcomefetchherbutsheisnotpicking

up.

Sphe:Youseemlikeyouarepanickingwhy?

Sims:Itriedcallingmomyesterdayshedidnotpick

upsomethingisnotright.

Me:Let'sgo.

Ididn'twanttooverthinkanythingbecauseI'mgoing

tolosemymind,seemslikewewon'tfindpeace

anytimesoon.

Inafewminuteswewerethereweallgotoutofthe

carandraninside.

Me:Isipho,mamzo.

Sims:Theyarenotinhere.

Sphe:Ihavecheckedeverywheretheyarenothere.

TJ:AndtheirphonesareheresoIcan'ttracethem.

Me:Guysthere'sanotehereandit'saddressedto

Khoza.

Sims:Why?Whattheheckisgoingon?



Sphe:Let'sallcalmdown,wefirstneedtofind

Khozaandfindoutwhat'sgoingon.

TJ:YeahIwillcontacthiminthemeantimeSbanigo

tothehospitalandfetchThando.

Me:OkayIwillfindyouguyshere.

Ifyoucanaskmewhatsgoingonthroughmymind

rightnowIdon'tknow,Ican'timaginehowIsiphois

feelingrightnowafterallthatshewentthroughand

thenthishappens.IwonderwhatKhozagothimself

intobecausenowit'saffectingallofus,Ijusthope

it'snotaboutthosegunsandhemustpraythatwe

findIsiphoalivebecauseifnotIdon'tknowwhatI

willdotohim.

IpassedbythemallandgotThandosomeclothes

I'mnowinhospital.

Me:Iseeyouarewaitingforme.

Thando:Yesthedoctortoldmetowait.

Me:YoucanchangeIwillwaitforyououtside.

Igaveherclothesandgotout,I'mreallynotinthe

moodforchitchatstoday.



ShecameoutIcan'tlieshewaslookingsobeautiful.

Thando:I'mreadywecangothedoctorgavemethis

andtoldmetopassbythepharmacyandgetthese.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

Thando:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine.

Wepassedbythepharmacyandwenttothecar,I

playedmusicbecauseIdidn'twanttotalk.

Thando:Areyousureyouokay?

Me:Thandoplease.

Thando:OkayIwillkeepquiet.

IdrovetoSimshouseandKhoza'scarwasoutside.

Me:Andweareherewecangoinside.

Thando:Heyguys.

Sphe:HeyThandoyougood?

Thando:I'mokay.

NoonewasinthemoodandThandosawthatso

shekeptquiet.



Me:Soanynews.

Sims:Khozaisstillmakingsomecallsintheother

room.

Me:Doesheknowanythingaboutthis.

Sphe:Heknowseverythingaboutthis.

Sims:SorryThandoourmotherandsisterare

missingsoourmindsareallovertheplace.

Thando:What?Hubbywhydidn'tyoutellme?

Sims:Hubby?

Thando:HetoldmetocallhimthatbecauseIdon't

knowhisname.

Me:TJwhat'sgoingon?

TJ:I'mtryingtofindthemwiththeinformation

Khozagaveme.

Khozacamebacktotheroom.

Khoza:SonIknowyouareangrybutIdon'thowthis

happened.

Me:What'sgoingontayma?



Khoza:SoIoncesmuggledgunstoBrazilitwasjust

aonceofthingsosomehighprofilepeoplefound

out,theytoldmetosmugglegunsforthemifnot

theywillreportmesoIdid.IwasinthemilitaryI'm

respectedandIrespectthelawsoIdidn'twanttogo

tojailhenceIagreed,ItoldthemIwantedoutbut

theyrefusedthegunsyousawinmyclosetIwas

goingtoreturnthembacktothosepeoplebutthey

saidImustsmugglethemorgivethemthemoney

theyweregoingtogetfromtheguns.

Me:Soyourefused?

Khoza:YesIrefusedandtheytookyoursisterand

mamzo.

Me:Idon'tunderstandImeanyouhaveallthe

moneyandItakecareofyou,whydidyoubecome

greedy?

Khoza:Idon'tknowI'msorryson.

TJ:Guyscomecheckthisoutthesepeoplesenta

video.

TherewasavideoshowingIsiphoandmamzotied

upinchairs.



Khoza:IthinkIknowwherethisplaceis.

Sims:Let'sgothem.

Me:Wecan'tleaveThandohere.

Sphe:Thenlet'sgowithher.

Weallrantoourcarsandleft.

Insertfourteen

Fewdayslater

Wefoundhubby'ssisterandtheirmotherandthey

arebackhomesafe,Ihavebeengettingalongvery

wellwitheveryoneeventhoughIfeellikeI'ma

burden.Idon'tknowhowlongIwillstayheremaybe

theyaretiredortheywillgettiredofmeoneday.

Isiphodoesn'tlikemethatmuchIdon'tknowmaybe

I'mquicktojudge,it'sstillawkwardinthehouse

becausehubbyisupset.

Isipho:Doyouwanttosharewhat'sonyourmind.



Me:Iwouldrathernot.

Isipho:Imagoodlisteneryouknow.

Me:I'mfineIjustwonderhowmylifewillturnout

fromnowon.

Isipho:MybrotherlovesyousoI'msureyouwillstay

hereforalittlewhile.

Me:It'snotlikeIhaveanywhereelsetogo.

Isipho:Didyoufinishmatric?

Me:YesIdid.

Isipho:YouknowwhatIwilltryandapplyforyouin

UKZNbecauseIstudytherethenyoucanstudynext

year.

Okaywhyisshebeingnice.

Isipho:MaybeyouarewonderingwhyI'mbeingnice,

Idon'thateyouThandoit'sjustthateveryonehas

beeninabadspacerecently.Iwaskidnappedtwo

timesinarowandit'sbeenverybad,Idisappointed

mybrotherandhefeelsbetrayedbyKhozasoit's

beenreallybad.



Me:I'msorrybabeyourbrotherwillcomearoundhe

isagoodperson.

Isipho:HeisindeedhisbirthdayiscomingupIneed

yourhelp.

Me:OkayIwillhelpyou.

Hubbyenteredtheroom.

Isipho:Letmeexcusemyselfwillseeyoulater

Thando.

Me:Heyareyouokay?

Sbani:Iguess.

Me:Howdoyoureallyfeeltalkinghelps.

Sbani:Somanythingshappenedwithinasmall

periodoftime,mysisterwasabusedandsheburied

theguywhoalmostkilledher.AndthenKhozaI

don'tknowwhathisproblemisbecausehehas

everythingheneeds,IfeellikeI'mtheeldesthere

andit'sweighingmedown.

Me:I'msorryIdon'tevenknowwhattosaybutbe

gladyoursisterisbackandKhozawantstomake

thingsright,don'tshutthemoutespeciallyyour



sistershelovesyouanditseemslikeshelearnther

lesson.

Sbani:ThankyouIwilltry,Iwantedtotalktoyou

aboutsomething.

Me:Sho.

Sbani:IhaveorganisedtherapyforyouandIsipho,

youneedtotalkaboutwhathappenedtoyousoyou

canmoveon.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Sbani:It'snotupfordebateyouwillgoandIwill

monitoryoureverymove.

Me:OkayuhmmmwhataboutJoburg?

Sbani:Whataboutit?

Me:Whenarewegettingourrevenge?

Sbani:We?Whoiswe?

Thisguyiskindofscary.

Me:Pleasedon'tdothat.

Sbani:Dowhat?



Me:Thatscaryface.

Helaughed,goshhe'shandsome.

Sbani:YouthinkI'mhandsome?

Me:DidIsaythatoutloud?

Sbani:Yesyoudid.

Iwassoembarrassed.

Sbani:Don'tbeembarrassedit'snotacrimetosay

yourhubbyishandsome.

Me:Mxmyouaresofullofyourself.

Sbani:Getreadywearegoingouttheguysare

alreadyhere.

Me:IsTJhere?

Hiseyespoppedout.

Sbani:Don'tstartwithmeThandolwam.

Me:I'mjoking.

Sbani:It'snotfunnyThando.

Haibothisguyhewasactuallypissedheleftthen

Isiphoentered.



Isipho:Ibroughtyousomethingtowear,whyishe

soangry.

Me:HetoldmetheguysareherethenIaskedhimif

TJwashereornot.

Isipholaughed.

Isipho:IseeyouwanttokillmybrotherbutIdon't

blameyouhaveyouseenhowhottheyare.

Me:Theyareextrahot.

WecontinuedtalkingwhileIgotreadyIsiphowas

alreadydressedup,I'mtryingbyallmeanstofeel

safeandforgetaboutalotofthingsbutit'shard.I

thinkaboutsisSindieverydayImayactlikeI'mfine

butIwanttogobacktoJoburgandkillmam

Lorraine.

Isipho:YoulookbeautifulThando.

Me:Thankyou,youalsolookgreat.

Sbani:Girlsletsgo.

Wewentdownstairsandtheguyswhistled.

Sims:DamnThandoisthatyou?



Me:Yesit'sme.

Isaidturningaround.

Sphe:YoulookgoodIsipho.

Isipho:Thankyouatleastsomeonenoticed.

YoucannotmissthesparkbetweenIsiphoand

SpheIwonderhowwillhubbyreactiftheydate,they

wouldlookreallycutetogetherbutIdoubthubbywill

allowthatheseemsreallystrict.

Sbani:Arewegoingornot?

TJ:Haymanyouarereallygrumpythesedayswhy?

Hejustkeptquietweallfollowedhimtothecar.

Sbani

Thandolooksreallygoodandtheguysareall

enjoyinghercompanyIjustdon'twantthemaround

herespeciallyTJsinceThandoaskedabouthimI'm

uncomfortable.



Andthenthere'sSpheandIsiphoIdon'tknowwhy

theykeeplookingateachotherlikethatbecause

theywillneverbeanitem.

Thando:Comeoncheerupyouarereallykillingour

spirit.

Me:Idon'tfeelfinetobehonestIdon'tknowmaybe

I'mcomingdownwithflue.

IhavebeenfeelingveryweirdthesepastfewdaysI

don'tknowwhat'swrongwithme.

Thando:Maybeyoushouldseeadoctor.

Me:YeahmaybeIshould,youlookbeautifulbythe

way.

Thando:Thankyouhubbyyoudon'tlookbad

yourself.

Me:Thankyouwifey.

Sims:Enoughyoutwolet'sgoeatI'mfamished.

Sphe:Let'stryouttheshisanyamadowntheroad.

Isipho:Let'sgoalready.

Weallleftandgottotheplace.



Me:ThisplacelooksIdon'tknowdirty.

TJ:Yohwearegoingtodieofhungerbecauseof

youandbeinganeatfreak.

Thando:Let'sgoeatsomewhereelsethen.

Isipho:Spurthen.

Sphe:Yeslet'sgo.

WeallfollowedeachotherIwantedtolaughatthem

becausetheyweresohungry.

Wesettleddownandordered.

Thando:It'shim.

Me:Who?

Thando:It'shim.

Me:Thandocalmdownwhoareyouseing?

Shegotupfromherseatandjumpedatamanthat

wasalsointherestaurant.

Thando:You?

Isipho:Thandopleasecalmdown.

Man:DoIknowyou?



Thando:Isthissomekindofajokeafterallthe

thingsyoudidtome.

Me:ExcusemesirI'msorryshemustbemistaken,

Thandolwamcomelet'sgetsomeair.

Wewentoutsideandwenttothecar.

Me:Areyoucalmnow.

Thando:YesIam.

Me:Whowasthat?

Thando:Myuncleyouknowtheonewhousedto

abusemethatwashim.

Me:Ithinkhedidn'trecogniseyoubutpleasenext

timetrytocalmdownandhandlethingsdifferently

okay.

Thando:Okay.

Me:Let'sgoinside.

Thando:NoIdon'twantgobackintherebutyoucan

gobackIwillwaitinthecar.

Me:IwillgogetourfoodthencallanUbersowecan

leave.



Shenoddeditseemsliketherearemanydemons

shestillneedstoface.

Insertfifteen

Sbani

OurUberarrivedandwewenthome,whenwegot

thereKhozawasnotinthehousesowesettled

down.

Me:Areyouokaynow?

Thando:YesI'mfineI'msorryaboutwhathappened

earlier.

Me:Noit'sfinebutyouneedtocontrolyourself

Thandobecauseyourpastisstillgoingtohauntyou

untilyouconfrontitandmoveon.

Thando:Iknowit'sjustthatIneverthoughtIwould

seehimagainIhadthishopethatmaybetheydied.

Me:Nowthatyouknowwhatdoyouwanttodo

aboutit.



Thando:Iwanttopaythemavisitbutnotnow

atleastwhenIfeelready.

Me:That'sfinetherapyisthefirststep.

Thando:Thankyou,areyouokay?Youhavebeen

flinchinglikeyouareinpains.

TosaythetruthIhavebeeninpainsandIalways

feelanurgetopeeallthetime,myurineisabit

darkerthanusual.

Me:Ihavebeenfeelingsomepainsinmylower

abdomenbutIwillbefine.

Thando:Letmegetyousomewatermaybeyour

kidneysaredehydrated.

ShegotupandwenttothekitchenIcan'tliethepain

isreallythereitcan'tbethatmykidneyshavea

problemorcanit?

Thando:Heredrinkyouwillfeelbetter.

IdrankthewaterandThandofinishedherfoodthat

weboughtatspur.

Thando:Areyounothungry?



Me:NoIhavenoappetite.

Thando:Buthubbyyoudidn'teat.

Me:I'mfineIwilleatlaterokay.

Thando:Okay.

Me:Comegivemeakiss.

Ithoughtshewasgoingtohesitatebutshedidn't.

Me:Ouchh.

Thando:Youareinpainwhyareyougroaning?

Me:I'mgoingtobefine.

WecontinuedkissingwhenitstartedheatingupI

pulledout.

Me:IloveyoubutIwantyoutocompletelyhealfirst

beforewepersuadeanythingseriousbutifyoufeel

likeyouarereadyormaybeifyouwanttotalktome

inordertohealit'sfineIwillalwaysbehere.

Thando:ThankyouIloveyoutoo.

Me:IneedtogotoJoburgthisweek.

Thando:Don'tyouthinkit'sdangerousmaybethey



havefiguredoutwhoyouare.

Me:Idon'tcareIneedtodothisformyparentsand

formysister.

Thando:IalsohatethemespeciallyMamLorraine

andgivenachancemaybeIwouldkillherbutbabe

doyoureallywanttheirbloodinyourhands.

Me:Let'snottalkaboutthisThandolwamplease.

Sheliftedmyt-shirtup.

Thando:Whereisyourpainexactly?

Me:Justaroundhere.

Shelookedatmeforalongesttimeandkept

roundingherfingersaroundmybirthmark.

Me:Thando.

Shejumped.

Thando:SorryuhmmmthisbirthmarkIthinkIhave

seenitbefore.

Me:That'snotpossiblebecausemyfathertoldme

thatonlymalesaroundmyfamilyhavethisbirth

mark.Mygrandfatherandhissons,whichmeansit's



onlyKhozaandIwhoareleftwithit.

Thando:Idon'tknowbutI'msureIhaveseenit

beforeIjustdon'trememberwhere.

IthoughtaboutwhatThandowassayingand

wonderedwhereshehasseenthisbirthmark,

maybeKhozaoncewenttoJoburgandtheyhadsex.

IknowKhozasometimessleepswithhookersno,no

Ihopeit'snottrue.

Me:Maybeyouwillrememberonedaysowhatare

yourplanssinceyouarenowfreetodowhatever

youwant.

Thando:Isiphosaidshewillapplyformeinher

schoolthenIgobacknextyear,theproblemisthat

mydocumentsarestillinJoburg.

Me:EishIwillseewhatIdoaboutthat.

Thando:Okaybutpleasedon'tputyourlifeindanger.

IpulledherclosetomeandkissedherI'mbecoming

addictedtoherlipstheyaresoft.

Isipho:Getaroomguys.

Me:Mxmwhyareyouguysback?



Sphe:Aibowerewesupposetostayatthemallfor

therestoftheday.

Me:Whateverman,areyouguysokaybecauseI

wantustogosomewhere.

Sims:Let'sgosoIsiphoareyougoingtofetch

mamzoshesaidshe'ssleepingthissidetoday.

Isipho:YesBhutiIwill.

Me:Seeyouguyslater.

Iwantedtotelltheguystoaccompanymetothe

doctorI'mreallyinpain.

TJ:SowheredoyouwantustogomuntukaThando.

Me:Thedoctor.

Theyalllookedatme.

Them:Why?Ogrendntwana?

Me:WoawI'mfine.

Sims:Youcan'ttellustodrivetothedoctorandtell

usyouarefineatthesametime.

Me:Canwejustgo.



Sphe:Youareworryingus.

IkeptquietandTJdroveveryfast,wegottothe

doctor.

Doc:MajithahowcanIhelpyou?

Shawnisourdoctorandwearefriends.

Sphe:Thismoronhereissickandhedoesn'twantto

telluswhat'sgoingon.

Doc:YouknowSbaniandbeingstubbornbutforthe

factthathecameheremeansheisreallyinpain,

talktome.

Iexplainedeverythingtohim.

Doc:Sodoyoufeelpainsonthebothsidesofyour

kidneysorjustone.

Me:Bothsidesandasyoucanseeit'sabitswollen.

Isaidliftingmyt-shirtup.

Doc:Thiscan'tbegoodyoushouldhavecame

soonerSbani,thismeansyoumayhavekidney

infectionsorkidneydiseaseIwillhavetodosome

teststodayandseewhat'swrong.



Hedidhisthingthewaytheguyswerelookingatme

Iknowtheywillattackmeforbeingquite.

Doc:IwilltakethesetothelabandIwillgiveyou

somemedicationtotakefornow,excusemefora

second.

Heleft.

Sims:Whendidyoustartexperiencepain.

Me:Guysthat'snotimportant.

TJ:That'snotimportanttowhoSbanisamakhoza?

Okaywhenhecallsmethatitmeansheispissed.

Sphe:Howmanytimeshavewetoldyoutostop

actingtoughbutnoyoustilldoit.

Doc:I'mback.

Youheactuallysavedmefromallthelecture.

Doc:Takethisdon'tdrinkiteverydayonlywhenyou

experiencepain,comebackFridayforyourtest

results.

Me:OkaythanksShawnmyman.



Doc:IfyouexperienceseverepainbeforeFriday

pleaserushhere.

IfonlyheknewthatI'mindeeppainevennowbutI

don'tlikefeelinghelpless.

Sphe:Wewillmakesurewemonitorhim,man

thanksonceagain

Doc:AlrightseeyouguysonFriday.

Wewenttothecar.

TJ:Areyousureyounotindeeppainbecauseyou

can'tevenwalkproperlySbani.

Me:I'msorryIdidn'ttellyouguysbutIthoughtthe

painwouldgoawayandI'mfinerightnowtrustme.

Sims:Okaylet'sgothen.

InoddedandTJdrove.

Ican'tbesickrightnowIstillneedtofixalotof

thingsIprayandhopethatIwon'tbediagnosedwith

anydiseaseIhatebeingsick.

Muzi



Youguysknowmealreadyeventhoughyoudon't

knowmeatapersonallevelbutyouknowIlove

moneymorethananythingelseinthisworld.

Idon'thaveanyfamilyatleastnotthatIknowoff,my

motherdiedalongtimeagowithouteventellingme

whomyfatheris.Ihavedonesomanybadthingsin

mylifebuttrustmeI'magoodpersonsometimesI

amazemyselfwhenIfeelsorryforaperson,Igot

involvedwithMamLorrainealongtimeagoIonce

killedafamilyIknowyouguysalreadyknowabout

that.

I'mnowonmywaytoMamLorraine'shouseIgota

callthattherewasashootingthere,wetriedlooking

forThandobutit'slikeshevanishedintothinair.I

reallylikedherifonlyIdidn'tlistentothatwoman

shewouldstillbehere,I'mnotapersonwholoves

quicklybuttherewassomethingaboutThandothat

attractedmetoher.IhopeonedaymaybewhenI

havechangedmywaysIwillfindherifsheisstill

aliveandtrytofixthings.



IarriveatMamLorraine'shouseandrushtoher

roomjumpingbodiesallthewayup,Ihopewhoever

didthiswon'tcomeforme.

Me:Whathappenedhere.

MamLorraine:Muzicomecloser.

Me:What'sgoingonareyoushot?Weneedtorush

youtothehospital.

MamLorraine:No.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanno?Youareshot.

MamLorraine:Justshutupandlisten.

Inoddedmyheadandsatnexttoherasshewas

holdingmyhand.

MamLorraine:Yourmotherwasmyyoungersister

shefellinlovewithyourfatherbutwhenshegot

pregnantyourfatherhadalreadyreturnedtowork

sincehewasinthemilitary,theylovedeachand

yourfatherwantedtomarryherbuthewasalways

busy.Yourmotherdidnotgetthechancetotellyour

fatheraboutherpregnancybecauseIadvisedher

notto,IdidthatbecauseIwasjealousoftheirlove.



Yourfathernevercamebacktillyourmothergave

birth,whenhecamebackItoldyourmothernotto

tellhimthatshewaspregnantandshegavebirthto

you.Ilikedyourfather'sbrotherbutherejectedme

somanytimes,whenyouwerestillyoungIpoisoned

yourmotherandshedied,thenyougrewupand

becamethemanyouaretoday.ThepeopleImade

youshootinDurbanwereyourfamilyI'msosorry

Muzipleaseonedayfinditinyourhearttoforgive

me,yourfatherisstillalivehewashereheistheone

whoshotmeandItoldhimeverything.

MyheadwasspinningIdidn'tevenknowwhattosay,

ifitwasyouwhatwereyougoingtosay?Whatdo

yousaywhensomeonesaysthingslikethis,howdo

youreact.

Myhandsweretrembling.

MamLorraine:TheywillforgiveyouItoldyourfather

thetruththatIhavebeenusingmutionyouinorder

todoallthethingsyouweredoing,youareagood

guyjustlikealltheKhozamenI'msorryson.

Itookoutmygunandshother,Ishotheruntilmy



bulletswerefinished.Ihatehersomuchwhydidnt

shejustdiewithouttellingmeallthesethings,

maybeIshouldjustkillmyself.Ihaveafatherwho

neverknewaboutme,thiswomanwascontroling

meusingumutithismeansIwaslikeazombieorI

amazombie.

Idon'tcryIdidn'tevenknowIhadtearstilltoday,I

criedsomuchandscreamed.Iwenttomycartook

outpetrolandburnedthewholehousedownwithall

thepeopleinside.IfeltlikeIwasoutofbreath,Igot

intomycaranddroveawaytomymother'sgrave.

Insertsixteen

Narrated

Muzikeptdrivingarounduntilhewasathismother's

grave,heparkedhiscarandgotouttearsstreaming

downhisface.

Hekneeleddown.

Muzi:Mama.



That'stheonlythingthatcameoutofhismouth,he

satdownandlayedhisfaceonthegravethere'sso

muchhewantedtosaybutwordsfailedhim.His

motherwaseverythingtohimshewastheonlything

thatmatteredhefeltlikeMamLorrainelovedhim

butafterwhatshetoldhim,herealisedsheneverdid

andthefactthatshewastheonewhokilledhis

motherwaskillinghiminside.

Muzi:I'msosorrymama.

Hegotupandgotbacktohiscarandwenttohis

house,hedidn'tknowSbaniisaKhozasohetook

outhisphoneandcalledhim.

Muzi:Heyman.

Sbani:Howzit.

Muzi:GoodmanlistenIneedafavour.

Sbani:Shoot.

Muzi:IneedtocometoDurbanandsortsome

thingsout.

Sbani:Okayit'sfine,arethingsgoodthere?

Muzi:NoMamLorrainediedtodaythingsareamess



man.

Sbani:ThatsoundshecticmanIwillhearfromyou

whenyouarethisside.

Muzi:Shomanthanks.

Sbani:Correct.

Muziwasn'tsureonhowtofeelaboutwantingto

meethisfamilyandthefactthathewastheone

whokilledsomeofthefamilymemberskilledhim

buthewashopingthattheyforgivehim,whathe

didn'tknowisthatSbaniisthechildofthosepeople

hekilledandthattheyarecousins.

OntheothersideIsiphoandThandowenttoseea

therapisttoday.

Isipho:Idon'tknowhowyouwantustodoitmaybe

yougofirstorwhat?

Theywerenowinthedoctorsbuilding.

Thando:Ifyoudon'tmindit'sfinewecangetinside

together.



Theyagreedandtheygotinsidethedoctorsoffice.

DrWilliams:Youcanallsitdownandbecomfortable,

youcansitonthecouchorthefloorwhereveryou

arecomfortable.

IsiphosatonthecouchandThandosatdown

betweenIsipho'slegs.

DrWilliams:I'mDrWilliamsandIwillbeyour

therapistfromnowon,areyouguyssurethatyou

arecomfortablewitheachotheronthesameroom.

Theybothagreed.

DrWilliams:Okaysolet'sbegin,whoeverwantsto

startcanstart.

Isipho:Iwillstartifthat'sfine.

Thandoandthedoctornodded.

Isipho:IthinktheproblemstartedwhenIdated

Nathihewaslovingandhandsomewhatattracted

metohimisthefactthathemademelaugh,Ireally

lovedthefactthatIwasalwayshappyandfree

aroundhim.

DrWilliams:Whydidhechange.



Isipho:Idon'tknowreallyatfirstIthoughtIwas

doingsomethingwrongbutthenIrealizedithad

nothingtodowithme,whenhefirsthitmeI

apologizedbecauseIthoughtitwasmyfault

becausehetoldmeImadehimdoit.

DrWilliams:Whatcontributedtohimhittingyou.

Isipho:Ihuggedmyhighschoolfriendwhowasa

guyinthemallthenwhenwegottohishousehe

toldmetoneverdisrespecthimlikethatthenhehit

me,theneverythingIdidthathedidn'tlikehewould

hitmeandtellmeitwasmyfault.Iactuallybelieved

himbecauseIlethimcontrolme,Iwasnolonger

inlovewithhimbecauseIwasafraidofhim.

DrWilliams:Whydidn'tyouleave?

Isipho:BecauseeverytimeItriedtoleavehe

convincedmenotto,heactuallyconvincedmethatI

stilllovedhimandIbelievedhimeventhoughthere

wassomethinginsidemethattoldmehewas

manipulatingmebutIstayedanyway.

DrWilliams:Didyoutellanyoneaboutthis?

Isipho:NoIdidn'tandthereasonisthatIbelievedit



wasallmyfaultsoIthoughtifItoldanyoneelsethat

personwouldblamemetoo.

IsiphowasnowcryingandThandowasalsocrying.

DrWilliams:Ithinkwewillhavetocontinue

tomorrowthat'senoughfortodaybutIwantto

assureyouIsithatitwasneveryourfault,most

abusivemanaremanipulativeandtheymakeyoudo

whatevertheywant.Mostwomenstayhopingthings

willeventuallygetbettersomestaybecausethey

believeit'stheirfault.That'swhywehavewoman

whodieeverydayinthehandsofmanwhoonce

claimedtolovethem.

Theynoddedandpreparedtoleave.

Sbanireceivedacallfromhisdoctorandrushed

therealonebecausehedidn'twanthisfamilyto

knowwhatwaswrong.

Dr:Sbanimyman.

Sbani:Shawnwhat'sup.

Dr:Iseeyoucamealonetoday.



SbaninoddedbutShawnknewthathecamealone

becausehewasafraidoftheresultsanddidn'twant

hisfamilytoknow.

Dr:Okaylet'sgotomyoffice.

TheyfollowedeachothertoShawn'soffice.

Sbani:Sowhatdoyouhaveforme?

Dr:I'mafraidit'sbadnewsSbani.

Sbani:Justtellmealready.

Dr:Youhaveakidneydiseaseyourkidneysare

failingandthebadthingaboutitisthatbothofthem

arefailing.

Sbani:Whatdoesthatmean.

Dr:Itmeanswehavetogetadonorforyouassoon

aspossiblebecauseyourkidneysarefailingandit's

badman,Iwilltransferyoutothehospitalandwe

takeitfromthere.

Sbani:Imustgotothehospitalnow?

Dr:Icangiveyoutwodaystomaybegetasecond

opinionandtellyourfamily.



Sbani:ThanksmanIneedtogo.

Dr:Sbani.

Hegotupandleft,Shawntookouthisphoneand

calledSphetotellhimeverythingbecauseheknew

Sbaniwasnotgoingtosayanythingtothem.

Insertseventeen

Wewerealljustchillinginthehouseonlyhubbyand

SphewerenothereevenKhozawashere,Inever

thoughtthatonedayIwouldbepartofabigloving

familylikethisone.TheyhavetheirproblemsbutI

thinkeveryfamilyexperienceproblemsthereand

there.

WegoingbacktoatherapisttomorrowandIcan't

waitafterhearingIsiphotalkinglikethatpouringher

heartoutmademewanttotellmystory.

Khozawasdiscussingsomethingwiththeguysand

itlookedserious,Iwasjustmissinghubbyhelefta

whileagoandhehasn'treturnedhome.Simsmother

isagreatpersonandsheistryingsohardtobe



thereforallofus,sheisjustgreat.

Sphecametothehouserunningheclosedthedoor

behindhimandlookedaroundthenrantohubby's

room.

Mamzo:HayiSphesihlewhat'swrong?

Sphe:WhereisSbani?

Everyonestoppedeverythingtheyweredoingand

lookedathim.

TJ:What'sgoingon?Sbaniisnothereheleftawhile

agoandwethoughthewaswithyou.

Sphe:Noweneedtofindhim.

HewasinthevergeofcryingIhaverealisedthathe

istheemotionalone.

Khoza:Okaysoncalmdownandtelluswhat

happened.

HelookedatTJandSimsandtheypanicked.

Them:Thetestresults.

Theysaidatthesametime.



Sphe:ShawncalledmeapparentlySbaniwenttohim

andhetoldhimtheresultsandhelefthisofficeI

thoughthecamehome.

Mamzo:Mfanawamiwedon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingaboutsocalmdownandtelluseverything.

Sims:Sbanitoldustotakehimtothedoctor

becausehewasn'tfeelingwellsowewenttoShawn

andhesuspectedthatmaybehehassomeserious

kidneyproblems.

Khoza:Andyoudidn'ttellusthisbecause?

TJ:Weweregoingtotelleveryoneaftergettingthe

testresultstoday.

Isiphowasalreadycrying.

Me:Ithinkthebestthingisforustogotothedoctor

andlethimexplainwhat'swrongwithhubbyand

thenwetakeitfromthere.

Mamzo:Let'sgo.

Weallgotintoafamilycarandleftthenwearrived

atthedoctors.

Dr:Familyyoucancomethisside.



Weallgotinsideandsatdown.

Dr:SphedidyoufindSbani.

Sphe:Nomanwedecidedtocomeherefirstthenwe

willgolookforhim.

Khoza:Shawntelluswhat'swrongmyson.

Dr:TheresultsshowthatSbanihasastage4severe

kidneydiseasewhichisCKDandthismeanshis

kidneysarefailing.

Mamzo:Tellusmoreaboutkidneyfailure.

Dr:Ifyourkidneysstopworkingcompletely,your

bodyfillswithextrawaterandwasteproducts,you

willfeeltiredandweakbecauseyourbodyneeds

cleanbloodtofunctionproperly.Untreateduremia

mayleadtoseizuresorcomaandwillultimately

resultindeath.

IlookedaroundandeveryonelookedscaredIdidn't

wanttothinkabouttheworstthingthatcanhappen

becauseIwillnotcopeifsomethinghappensto

hubby.

Khoza:SoUhmmDocwhatisthenextstepnow.



Dr:SbanihastobeadmittedtothehospitalIhave

sortedeverythingoutsoallheneedstodoistogo

tothehospitalandthenwestartlookingfordonors.

Isipho:DocIthoughtapersonliveswellwithonly

onekidney.

Dr:YesIsithat'struebutyourbrotherhasaproblem

withbothofthemsoheneedsadonorasin

yesterday.

Isipho:Ishegoingtodie?

Mamzo:Isibabynolet'sgetsomefreshair.

Sims:Sowhatdowedonow?

Dr:Justfindhimifsomeofyouwanttodosome

teststoseeifmaybeyoucandonateit'sfinewecan

gotothehospital.

Khoza:BoysdoyouknowwherewecanfindSbani?

TJ:IthinkIknow.

Khoza:TakeThandowithyouandyouwillfindusat

thehospital.

Sohubby'snameisSbaniIwonderwhyhedidn't



wanttotellme.

TJ:Let'sgo.

WetookanUbertothehousefirsttotakeacarthen

hedrovethecemetery.

Me:Doyouthinkheishere.

TJ:Iknowheishereit'swherehefindshispeace.

Me:Okaylet'sgothen.

WewalkedaroundIdon'tknowifI'mtheonlyone

whoisafraidofgravesbutIamterrifiedofthemI

alwaysfeellikethereareghostsaround.

TJ:Stoplookingaroundyouwillfall.

Me:Aren'tyouafraid?

Helaughed.

TJ:NoI'mnot,thereisyourman.

HewassleepingontopofthegraveIhavenever

seenthisbefore.

Me:Ishereallysleeping?

TJ:I'msureheis.



Me:YohIcannever.

TJ:GotalktohimIwillwaithere.

Iwenttostandinfrontofhimandhewasfast

asleephayiI'munabletocanminaguys.

Me:Hubby.

Hedidn'trespondandIfeltmyheartjumpingfasthe

cannotdie.

Me:Sbanivuka.

Isaidshakinghim.

Sbani:UhmmheyhowlonghaveIbeensleeping

here.

Me:ForhoursIguess.

Sbani:Howdidyoufindme?

Me:I'mwithTJbutheiswaitingoutside.

Sbani:Shawncalledthemdidn'the?

Me:Yeshedidhowareyoufeeling?

Sbani:Idon'tknowThandolwam.

Hisvoicewassolowhedidn'tsoundlikehimself.



Me:Youwillbefinelet'sgotothehospitaleveryone

iswaitingthere.

Sbani:AmIgoingtodie?

Ifeltmytearsfalling.

Me:Noyouwillnotdie,youwillnotdothattomeso

don'teventhinkaboutit.

Henoddedandheldmyhand.

Sbani:Thisismymotherandthat'smyfather.

Thegraveswerejoinedtogether.

Me:Youareintroducingmenow.

Hechuckled,GodImisshislaughIswearif

somethinghappenstohimIwilldie.

Sbani:YesIam,let'sgo.

Hecouldn'tevenwalkproperly.

Me:TJpleasecomehelp.

Sbani:HayiThandoIcanwalk.

TJ:Stopbeingstubbornplease.

Wehelpedhimwalkuntilwegottothecar.



Sbani

IwenttothecemeterytotalktomyparentsIdon't

wanttodieI'mstillyoungandIstillhavealottolive

for.I'mtheonlyonewhoisstronglyconnectedtomy

parentssoIalwaystalktothembecauseIfeellike

theycanhearme.TJisnowdrivingtothehospitalI

gotacallfromMuziearlierhesaidhewillbehere

tonight.

WhenwegottothehospitalItoldThandotogo

insideIwantedtotalktoTJ.

TJ:Don'ttellmeyouwanttoconvincemetorun

awaywithyou.

Me:Haahaathat'sfunny,Muziwantstocomethis

sideIdon'tknowtosortoutwhat,Iwantyouto

protectThandofromhim.Makesurehedoesn'tsee

her.

TJ:UhmmSbani.

Me:What'sgoingon.



TJ:Idon'tthinkIshouldtellyouthis.

Me:JusttellmewhatifIdie.

TJ:Don'tplaylikethatmansoKhozatoldusthathe

foundoutthathehasasonandKhozakilledthat

woman.

Me:Don'ttellmeMuziishisson.

Iaskedlaughingbuthedidnotlaugh.

Me:Noitcan'tbeno.

TJ:PleaseSbanilet'sfocusonyougettingbetter

rightnow.

IfeltmychesttighteningupIcouldn'tbreathe.

TJ:Sbaninobreath,Nursehelp.

Iheardhimshoutingthenursescameandtheytook

meinside.

Iwasnowlayingonthehospitalbedwithdrips.

Dr:WehavetestedeveryonebesidesThandoandTJ

andtheyareallnotamatch.

Isipho:What'sgoingtohappentomybrother.



Dr:Ican'ttellrightnowbutweneedadonorfast.

Hesaidgettingout,myfamilywaslookingatmelike

I'malreadydead.

Me:ComeonguyshavesomefaithI'mnotgoingto

die.

Ifakedchuckled.

Isipho:Bhutipleasepromisemeyouwon'tdie.

Me:HeyAngelcomehere.

ItbrokemyhearttoseemyAngelthissad.

Me:IpromisetofightforyounganekaMahIwon't

leaveyoualoneinthisworldIpromise,nowdon'tcry.

Iwipedhertears.

Khoza:Weareallhereforyousonwewillberight

nexttoyoueverydayandI'msorryabouteverything.

Me:Youwillstillhaveachancetomakeituptome

taymadon'tworry.

Mamzo:IknowyouarestrongI'mnotevenworried.

Shewaslyingshewasscaredbutshewasbeing



strongformeandforeveryoneelse.

MyboyswerejustquiteIknowtheyareafraidmore

thananyone.

Me:Guyssmileabityoualllookugly.

Sims:Mxm.

Sphe:Canyougetbetteralready.

Wealllaughed,Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutI

heardthemachinesbeepingandthedoctortelling

themtogetoutthenlightsoutforme.

Inserteighteen

Muzi

MyplanelandedinDurbanandaguywaswaitingin

theairportwithaboardwrittenmynameIdidn't

knowhimbutIapproachedhimslowly.

Sphe:YouareMuzi?

Me:YesIamandyouare?



Sphe:I'mSphe,Sbani'sfriend.

Me:Who'sSbani?

IaskedbecauseIdon'tknowanySbani,heshowed

meapictureoftheguythatIdidn'tknowwasSbani.

Sphe:Thingsaregoingtomakesenseverysoonget

inthecar.

Ihesitatedbutanotherguycameoutofthecarwith

agun.

Sims:Getin.

Igotinwithoutaskinganything,therewasanoldguy

insidethecarandanotheronethatwasdriving.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Theyjustlookedatmeandkeptquiet.

Khoza:Dropusatthehouse.

Theoldguysaid,it'slikeIhaveseenhimbefore

maybeonaphotoIdon'tremember.

Theydrovetothehouse.

Khoza:GobacktothehospitalIwillcatchupwith



youguyslater.

Theynoddedandleft.

Khoza:Youcansitdown.

IsatdownandlookedathimIswearIhaveseenhim

somewhere.

Khoza:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat.

Me:IthinkIhaveseenyousomewhereIjustcan't

recallwhere.

Khoza:Somethingtodrink?

Me:NoI'mfine.

Khoza:DoyouknowSbani?

Me:YesIdoeventhoughIdidn'tknowhisnamewas

Sbani.

Khoza:Didyouspeaktoyoursistersmother?

Me:YesIdid,waityouaretheonewhokilledherthat

meansyouare...

Khoza:YourfatheryesIam.

Ican'tbelievethisifheismyfatherthenhowdoes



heknowSbani.

Me:I..Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Khoza:Sbaniismysonhisfatherwasmybrother.

Igotupandstoodbythewindow,Ikilledsomeone's

father.

Khoza:Itwasnotyourfaultyouraunttoldmethat

shewasusingmutionyou.

Ilookedathimandhewassochilled,toochilledfor

mylikingIthinkheissupposedtobeangryIkilled

hisfamilyafterall.

Me:SbaniknewwhoIwas?

Khoza:HewenttoJoburgtoavengehisparents

deathbecausehesawyoushootingthembutalot

happenedsoIdecidedtotakemattersintomyown

hands,Idon'twanttolieIwasgoingtokillyouifshe

didn'ttellmeyouweremyson.

Me:DoesSbaniknowthatIamyourson?

Khoza:Nohedoesn'tknow.

Me:What'sgoingtohappenfromnowon?



Khoza:I'mgoingtogetyousomehelptoremoveall

themutiyouwerefed.

Me:IneedtotalktoSbani.

Khoza:Sbaniisdyingheisinhospital.

Idon'tknowwhetherI'mseingthingsorwhatbuthe

lookslikehedoesn'tcareaboutSbani.

Me:What'swrongwithhim?

Khoza:Hiskidneysarefailingandwecan'tfind

donors.

Me:MaybebecauseI'mfamilyIcandonate.

Khoza:Noyoucan'tdothat,whatifsomething

happenstoyou?

Me:Idon'tcareIhavedoneenoughdamagealready

thisistheleastIcando.

Khoza:Noyouwon'tdothat,I'mgoingtothe

hospitalnowwhenIcomebackwehavetogo

somewhere.

Inodded,Idon'tcareifheismyfatherornotbutI

don'tlikehim.Heleftmeinthehouseandwentto



thehospital,Iwaitedafewminutesthentookoutmy

phoneandcalledSbani'sphone.Hisfriendpickedit

upItoldhimtocometothehouseandtocome

alone,hearrivedtothehouse.

Sphe:What'supman.

Me:IwanttohelpSbanimaybeIamamatchIdon't

know.

Sphe:WhereisKhoza?

Me:Helefthesaidhewasgoingtothehospital.

Sphe:Ididn'tseehiscaronmywayhere.

Me:Idon'tknowbuthetoldmenottohelpSbani.

Theguywasshocked.

Sphe:Why?

Me:Hesaidhedoesn'twantanythingtohappento

me.

Sphe:Sowhatdoyouwanttodo?

Me:Let'sgo.

Heaskedmetogotothecarwhilehemadeaphone



call,IwasreallyhappyIwasdoingthis.

Sphe:Let'sgoman.

Hedrovetothehospital.

Narrated

SphecalledTJandtoldhimtotakeThandoand

Isiphohomebecausehewasonhiswaytothe

hospitalwithMuzi.Theydrovetothehospitaland

wenttothedoctor.

Sphe:Shawnpleaserunsometestsonthisguy.

Doc:Okaylet'sdoitnow.

ThedoctorstartedthetestswhileSphewenttothe

others,TJwasalsothere.

Sphe:Whyareyouhere?

TJ:Theydrovethemselves.

Sphe:IsMamzohere?

Sims:Notheyallleft.



TJ:SoisShawntestingMuzi?

Sphe:Yesmanletshopeit'samatchI'mloosingmy

mind.

Sims:WhereisKhoza?

Sphe:Hesaidhewascominghereandhealsotold

MuzinottohelpSbani.

TJ:SomethingisoffwithKhozaweneedtolookinto

it.

Sims:HeisgreedyIdon'tevenunderstandwhyhe

justacceptedMuzijustlikethat.

TJ:Let'sworryaboutSbanithenwewillworryabout

otherthingswhenweknowheisfine.

Theyallagreedwhiletheywaitedforthedoctor.

Ontheothersidetwomenweretalking.

Man1:Wehadadealman.

Man2:Don'tworryaboutthatit'scomingdownsoon.

Man1:Don'ttellmethat,youhavebeensayingthat



forweeksnow.

Man2:IknowbutI'mstillgettingthingstogetherI

don'twanttobecaught.

Man1:Youtoldmethattheydon'tknowthattheir

fatherleftthemthatmoneyandthosebusinesses.

Man2:Yestheydon'tknowbuteverytimeItrytoget

thesethingstheirsignaturesareneeded.

Man1:Justforgethem.

Man2:I'mgoingtogetitdonedon'tworry.

Man1:IfyouarefailingtodothatI'mgoingtotell

themeverythingaboutyou.

Man2:YouknowwhatI'mcapableof,ifyoudon't

backoffIwillkillyoubeforeyoutalk.

Hesaidthatandtookoff.

Insertnineteen

Wehadtogohomebecauseweneededsometo

rest,wehaven'tsleptsinceSbaniwenttothe

hospitalIdon'trememberthelasttimeIaskedGod



todosomethingformebutthesedaysIhavebeen

begginghimtogiveSbanianotherchance.

Mamzo:Wecameheretorestbutyouarestressing

yourself.

Me:Ican'thelpmyselfI'mworriedabouthim.

Mamzo:Iknowyouarebabybutdon'tworrySbaniis

goingtopullthroughbelievemeheisafighter.

Me:ButMamzoitwillbebetterifhealreadygota

donorwewouldn'tbeworriedlikethishaveyouseen

howIsiphois,thiswholethingisbreakingherup.

Mamzo:Sbaniisaveryspecialkidyouwillnever

understandbuttrustmewhenIsayhewillsurviveall

this.

ShehuggedmeandIcriedwhileshecomfortedme.

Mamzo:GosleepbabyIwillbebacklaterokay.

InoddedandwenttoSbani'sbedroombutIsipho

wassleepingtheresoIdidn'twanttodisturbher,I

tookathrowandwenttositonthecouch,Icouldn't

sleepsoIdecidedtocleanaroundthehouseand

cook.



Sphe:What'sthatsmell?

Me:Spheungithusile(Youscaredme).

Sphe:SorryTareyoucookingI'mhungry.

Me:YesI'mcooking.

Sphe:Ithoughtyoucameheretorestandnow?

Me:Icouldn'tsleepsoIdecidedtokeepmyselfbusy.

Sphe:IsMamzoaround?

Me:Noshewentout.

Sphe:OkaycanIdishupformyself.

Me:Sureyoucan,letmefinishuphere.

Ifinisheddustingaroundandwenttositdownwith

him.

Sphe:Letmedishupforyou.

Me:NoI'mfine.

Sphe:It'snotupfordiscussion.

It'snousearguingwithhimevenIdidn'tfeellike

eating,hewenttothekitchenandcamebackwith

myfood.



Sphe:Sohow'sIsipho?

Me:She'snotgoodSpheI'mworriedabouther,she

doesn'tspeaknoreat.

Sphe:I'malsoworriedaboutherIdon'tevenknow

whattosaytoher.

Me:Youlikeherdon'tyou?

Hesmiled.

Sphe:Isitthatobvious?

Me:Ofcositisthesparkbetweenyoutwocannotbe

missed.

Sphe:It'smorethanjustlikingherThandoIloveher

butshe'slikemylittlesister.

Me:She'snotyourlittlesisterthough.

Sphe:Youdon'tunderstand.

Me:Haveyoutoldherhowyoufeel?

Sphe:NoanduSbaniwillburymealiveifIdothat.

Me:Hewillunderstandbecausehecanseethatyou

loveher.



Sphe:EyyIdon'tknowThandoIjusthopeSbani

surviveallthis.

Me:Howishe?

Sphe:Nochangewestilldon'thaveadonor.

Me:Doyouthinkhewillpullthroughpleasejustbe

honest.

Sphe:Idon'tknowbutIhopeso.

WeheardfootstepsanditwasIsipho.

Isipho:Heyguys.

Sphe:Angelcomehere.

Sherantohimandcriedinhisarms.

Sphe:Shhhdon'tcrytrytobestrongforyourbrother

youknowthatyouarehisstrength.

Isipho:Willhedie?

Sphelookedatme.

Me:NoSbaniwon'tdienever.

Isipho:Ijustwishhecanwakeupnow.

Sphe:Hewilldon'tworry.



TheylookedateachotherIthinktheywantedtokiss

butIclearedmythroat.

Sphe:HayimarnThando.

Me:WhatdidIdo?Ijustwanttobesurethatyou

guysreallywanttodothat.

IsipholookedatSphe.

Them:Yesss.

Wealllaughed.

Isipho:YouwilltalktobhutiSbaniforusright

Thando.

Me:NoI'mnotgettinginvolved.

Sphe:WhymustThandotalktoSbani.

Isipho:Ithoughtyoulikeme.

Sphe:Melikewho?NoI'myourbrotherIsipho.

IsipholookeddownIthinkshewantedtocryshe

wassoembarrassed.

Sphe:I'mjustjokingAngelIloveyoualotbutyou

knowhowyourbrotheris.



Me:Don'tplaylikethatSpheyoualmostkilledthe

kid.

Isipho:IwassoembarrassedIthoughtmaybeI

misunderstoodyou.

Sphe:NoIreallywantustobeinarelationship

IsiphobutIdon'twantustofocusonthatrightnow.

Isipho:Iloveyoutoo.

Theykissed.

Me:Ewuuugetaroomguys.

Them:Shiyaumonadaar.

Me:MxmI'mgoingtotheroom.

Sphe:Nodon'tgoThandoI'mgoingbacktothe

hospitalnow,Mamzojusttextedmetofetchher.

Isipho:Arewenotgoingtothehospital?

Sphe:NolovejustrestIwillfetchyoutomorrow

morning.

Me:Lovehuh?

Hethrewapillowonme.



Sphe:KahleThando,Isiwalkmeout.

TheywalkedoutIreallyhopeSbaniwillaccepttheir

relationshiptheylookgoodtogetherandIthinkSphe

lovesIsiphoforreal.

Isiphocamebackallsmiles.

Isipho:Ngiyajola(I'mdating).

Me:Ugirluqomile.

Igotupandwedanced.

Isipho:I'mgladyouareherewithmeThandoIdon't

knowwhatIwoulddoifyouwerenothere.

Me:I'mgladI'mherealsobabe.

Isipho:I'mhungry.

Me:Icookedgodishup.

ShewenttothekitchenwhileIwenttotakea

shower.

IwenttoSbani'sroomandstripednakedthentooka

showerafterIwasdoneIlotionedandworeSbani's

Niketracksuitbottomsandtop.



IwenttothesittingroomhummingasongIwas

feelingpositiveabouteverything.

IsiphowasstilleatingIsatdown.

Isipho:Thatwasfast.

Me:ComeonIwastakingaquickshower.

Sheraisedhereyebrows.

Me:Hayisuka.

Therewasaknockonthedoor,Igotupandwentto

openup.

Man:AreyouThando?

Me:Yes.

Man:IsIsiphowithyou?

Isipho:YesI'mhere.

Man:YourfathersaidIshouldcomefetchyouguys

andtakeyoutothehospital.

Me:Andyouare?

Man:Iworkforhim.

Isipho:WearenotgoinganywhereuntilIspeakto



himandconfirmwhatyouaresaying.

Hetookouthisphoneandmadeacall.

Man:Here.

HesaidgivingIsithephonebutsomethingdidn't

feelright,Ihaveseenshadypeopleallmylifeand

thisoneisoneofthem.

IsiphotalkedwithKhoza.

Isipho:Okaywearecoming.

Me:Weneedtogetsomethingsinsidepleasewait

forushere.

Isipho:Somethingdoesn'tfeelright.

Me:Iwasabouttosaythesamething.

Isipho:Heretakemyphoneandsendamessageto

SpheIwillbeback.

Shesaidrunningtoherroom,Isentthemessage

andhidthephoneinmytrackbottom,Isiphocame

backwithagun.

Isipho:Let'sgo.



Me:Canyouuseagun?

Isipho:Ithinksolet'sgo.

Wewentoutsideandthemanwasstillwaitingforus.

Wegotinsidehiscarandleft,halfwaythroughthe

driverIsiphospoke.

Isipho:Thisroadwillnotleadustothehospital

thoughwhyareyoutakingit.

Ididn'tevennoticebecauseIstilldon'tknowthe

placethatmuch.

Man:Shutup.

Welookedateachotherandpanicked.

Sphe

WhenIleftthehospitaltothehousethedoctorwas

stillbusywiththetestsIdon'tknowwhat'stakingso

longbecauseevennowtheyarenotback.

I'mgladIsiphogavemeachanceIswearIwillnever



hurther,Shawngetsinsidethewardrunningwith

nursesfollowinghim.

Weallgetup.

TJ:What'sgoingon?

Doc:Weneedtotakehimtothetheatrerightnow.

Hesayswhilenursestakehimaway.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Doc:JustwaitIwillgetbacktoyouguys.

Hesaysrunningaway.

Sims:Whatdoyouthinkistheproblemguys?

TJ:Idon'tevenwanttothink.

Mamzo:Let'spray.

ShealwayssaysSbaniisconnectedtoprayermore

thanweknowwedon'tunderstandwhyevenSbani

doesn'tunderstand.

Mamzo:Lordyourwordsaysyouareclosertothe

brokenheartedherewecomebeforeyouandweask

youtopleasetouchSbaniwithyourhealinghand,



nothingisbiggerthanyouohLordwakehimupand

lethimcomebacktous.Ihaveneverseenallthese

childrenbrokenlikethispleasedon'ttaketheir

brotherawayfromthemAmen.

Us:Amen.

Wealllookedsidewaysbecausewewantedtocry.

Mamzo:Ohnganezamcomehere.

WeallbecamevulnerableinherarmsIdon'tknow

whatwewoulddowithouther.

Afterthatweallcalmdownandwaitedforthe

doctor.

Sims:SphecanIuseyourphoneIneedtocallIsipho

tobringmycharge.

Ilookedforitbutitwasnotinmypockets.

Me:EishIthinkIleftitinthecargolookforit.

Igavehimthekeys,hewentoutandcameback.

Hegavemethekeys,whenheunlockedmyphone

hisfacechanged.

TJ:Youlooklikeyoujustsawaghost.



HelookedatMamzobutshewasreadingtheBible

notmindingus.

Sims:Guyscomesee.

Hewhispered.

TherewasamessagefromIsiphotellingusabouta

manwhocametofetchthemandhowtheyfeltlike

somethingwaswrong.

TJtookhislaptop.

TJ:Letmetrytrackingthenumber.

Hedidhisthing.

TJ:ThisphoneisoutsideDurban.

Sims:What'sgoingonnowI'mtiredIdon'twantany

drama.

Me:Whocouldbebehindthis.

TJ:Maybeit'sKhozaIhavebeentrackinghis

movementsheseemsshady.

Wewerestilltalkingwhenthedoctorcametous.

Sims:Talktous.



Doc:UhmmEish.

Me:Shawnplease.

Hesmiled.

Doc:Theoperationwassuccessful,theguywho

donatedgaveusbothhiskidneyssothatmeanshe

diedaftergivingittous,heleftalettertobegivento

Sbani.

Mamzo:HowisSbani?

Doc:Heisstillnotawakebutheisrespondingwell

totheorgansIdon'tknowwhenhewillwakeup.

Me:Thankyousomuchman.

Weallkeptshakinghishands,Ican'tbelieveSbaniis

nowoutofdanger.

Doc:Heisafighterexcuseme.

Heleftusallexcited.

Mamzo:IneedtocallIsiphoandThando.

Welookedateachother.

Mamzo:TalkbeforeImakeyoualltalk.



Me:UhmmIthinksomeonekidnappedthem.

Isaidshowingherthemessage.

Sheslappedusonebyone.

Sims:HayiMamzo.

Mamzo:Findthemmakesureyoufindthembefore

Sbaniwakesup,don'tcomebackherewithoutthem.

Weallranoutsideandgotintothecarwewillworry

aboutMuzi'sbodywhenwecomeback.

Inserttwenty

Sbani

Ididn'tknowwhereIwasbutallIknowisthatIwas

atpeaceIdidn'twanttoleavethisplace,allthe

bloomingflowersandthegreengrassthebirds

singingaroundandpeopleintheirwhiteclothes.I

closedmyeyesandenjoyedtheairthatwas

breezingaroundwhenIopenedthemIsawmy

parents.



Me:Mama,Baba.

Theybothcametomeeachoneofthemholdingmy

hand.

Mama:OhSbaninganeyami(mychild).

Shesaidatearescapinghereye.

Me:AmIdreaming?Isitreallyyou?

Baba:Sbanisamakhozayouarenotsupposetobe

hereyoursisterneedsyou.

Me:Ienjoybeinghere.

Mama:It'snotyourtimeyet,youneedtogobackto

yoursister.

Sheletgoofmyhandandtouchedmyface.

Mama:Mamalovesyoumyboy.

Baba:I'mproudofthemanyouhavebecomeyou

stillhavealongwaytogo,Ihaveforgiventhemso

hasyourmotherpleasefinditinyourheartto

forgivethem.

Mama:Don'thateyourselfbecauseapartofhimis

nowinyou.



ShesaidthatpointingatsomeoneIdidn'tseeclearly,

whenheliftedhisheadIwasshocked.

Me:Muzi.

Baba:Hecanhearyoubuthecan'ttalkbecausehe

stillneedsyourforgiveness.

Ididn'tknowwhattosayIjustkeptquiet.

Them:Nowgoandliveyourlifetothefullestandlet

yoursisterbehappydon'tbestubborn,weloveyou

allofyou.

Me:Mama,Babapleasedon'tgo.

Iopenedmyeyesandwasblindedbythelight,Itried

movingbutIfeltpainsinmyabdomen.

Mamzo:SbaniohthankGod.

Me:Water.

Sherantomysideofthebedandpouredmesome.

Mamzo:Letmehelpyou.

Me:NomamzoI'mnotdisabled.

Shelaughedwithtearsinhereyes.



Mamzo:Stillstubbornevenafterwakingupfrom

yourdeathbed.

Webothchuckled.

Me:Ngiwudiehard.

Mamzo:I'msohappyyouarebackmyboy.

Shesaidkissingmyface.

Me:HayiMamzo.

Mamzo:HayileavemealoneI'mjusthappyletme

gogetthedoctor.

SheranoutIcouldshewasreallyexcited,Iexpected

toseeeveryonehereespeciallymyAngelbutmaybe

theywillbeheresoon.

MamzocamebackwithShawn.

Doc:MymanI'mgladyouareawakehowareyou

feeling?

Me:InpainmanbutI'mgladtobeback.

Doc:Youwillbefine,youwerereallyluckytogeta

donorwhodonatedbothhiskidneystoyou.



Me:Whatdoyoumeanboth?Whatdoesthatmean

forhim?

Doc:Yesbothunfortunatelyitwasbadforhimsohe

passedon.

Me:Areyoulisteningtoyourselfhowcanyouallow

that?Whydidn'tyoujusttakeonekidney?

Doc:Itwashischoice.

Me:Idon'tunderstand.

Ishoutedandthepainbecameworse.

Me:Ouch.

Mamzo:PleaseShawnexcuseusIwillexplain

everythingtohim.

Doc:It'sfinemahifyouaredonepleasecomesee

me.

MamzonoddedwhileShawnleft.

Mamzo:Sbanipleasetrytocalmdownwedon't

wantyoureturningtosleepfordaysokay.

InoddedI'mapersonwhosnapseasilyandIcan't

controlthat.



Me:Somamzowhoisthisperson?

Mamzo:Don'toverreactplease,itwasMuzi.

Me:Washeamatch?

Shenodded.

Me:How?

Mamzo:MuziwasKhoza'ssonthathedidn'tknow

aboutsowhenhisauntdiedhetoldhimtocome

andlookforhisfamilyhereinDurbanandthathe

wasusingmutionhimtodoallthethingshewas

doing.

Myheadwasspinningandmyheartbeatingfast.

Mamzo:WhenMuzicamehereKhozaalreadyknew

abouthimbecauseheistheonewhokilledMuzi's

aunt.

Me:SoKhozaallowedhissontodiebecausehe

wantedtohelpme.

Iwassoconfused.

Mamzo:NoKhozatoldMuzinottodonatehiskidney

toyou,Sbanihedidn'tcarewhetheryoudiedornot.



Thiskeepsgettinginteresting.

Mamzo:SowhenKhozaleftMuziatthehousehe

calledSphetocomeandfetchluckilyhewasa

matchhethendecidedtosaveyoubygivingyouhis

kidneys.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosaywhywasKhozaagainst

Muzi'sideaofgivingmehiskidney.

Mamzo:Wealldon'tknow,wealldon'tknowwhy

Muzidecidedtodieinordertosaveyoubuthelefta

lettertobegiventoyou.

Me:IsawthemMamzo.

Mamzo:Yousawwho?

Me:MyparentsandMuziontheotherside,theytold

metogetbacktoyouguysandthatIshouldforgive

Muzi.

Mamzo:Iknowyoudidboy.

Shesaidgivingmetheletter,Iputitundermypillow

I'mnotreadytoreaditasyet.Ican'tbelieveallthis,

lifereallyisunpredictable.

Me:Ineedtimetothinkaboutallthis,rightnowI



needtoseemyfamilywherearethey.

Mamzo:UhmmIneedtogoandtalktoShawn.

Haiboisshejustgoingtoignoremehellno.

Me:Mamzo.

Mamzo:Theywillbeheretheywenthomeforabit,

buttheywillcomeseeyoulaterokay.

Iknewsomethingwasupbecauseshesaidthat

leavingtheroom.

IsighedandclosedmyeyesIhopetheyarefine

wherevertheyare.

Isipho

Wearrivedinanabondonedbuildingrightoutside

Durban,theytoldustogetoutofthecarandwedid.

Wefollowedeachothertillwegotinsidetheroom.

Me:NoBaba.

IshoutedwhenIsawKhozabeatenupandtiedina



chair.

Khoza:IsiI'msorry.

Man:Tiethem.

TheytiedmeandThandoonthechairsthatwerein

theroom.

Man:Iwillgiveyoutimetotellthemwhat'sgoingon

herethenIwillbebackwiththepapers.

HesaidtalkingtoKhoza,thisremindedmeofthe

timewhenIwaskidnappedandwhenIlookedat

ThandoIsawthatshewasalsouncomfortable.

Khoza:I'msosorrynganekamfowethu.

Me:Whatareyousorryforbaba?

IwasconfusedbecauseIdidn'tknowwhathewas

talkingabout.

Khoza:Ijustbecamegreedy,yourparentshadsome

businessesthatweresupposetobedivided

betweenyouandyourbrotherbutIdidn'ttellyou

guysandtriedtogetthemformyself.

Me:What?Butwhy?



Khoza:LikeIsaidIbecamegreedywhenyouget

homegotomyroomyouwillfindeverythingthere.

Me:NoweareallgoinghomebabaIforgiveyou

okay,itdoesn'tmatterwhatyoudidIforgiveyou.

Thando:IsiphoIthinkit'stimeweusedthatgun.

Ididn'tevennoticethatshehaduntiedherself.

Me:Untiemeandbabafirst.

Shedidn'thesitateshedidasIsaid.

Khoza:Givemethegunthere'sabackdoorthere.

Welookedathim.

Khoza:I'mnotgoingtokillyouguysnowgoandwait

formeoutside.

Me:NoI'mnotleavingyouhere.

Khoza:IsipleasemyAngelIhavetofixthismyself.

Heopenedhisarmsandwebothhuggedhimand

ranoutside.

Westayedthereforsomefewminutesandthenwe

heardgunshots.



Thando:Shhhdon'tcryheisnotgoingtodie.

Me:ThandoI'mscared.

Thando:IknowyouarebabyI'malsoscaredbutlet's

wait.

Me:Doyoustillhavemyphone.

Thando:OhIevenforgotaboutthat.

Shesaidtakingitout.

Me:Wecan'tmakeacallthebatteryisabouttodie

let'shopetheywilltrackus.

Thando:Iknowtheywill.

Afterawhileitwasquitetheshotshadstopped.

Me:I'mgoinginside.

Thando:Isinowait.

Shesaidfollowingbehindme,whenwegotinside

Khozawaslayingonthefloorbleeding.

Me:Babapleaseno.

Khoza:I'msosorrypleasetellSbanithatI'msorry

andIloveyoubothIhopeonedayyouwillfinditin



yourhearttoforgiveme.

Me:IforgiveyouHlasepleasedon'tdie.

Heclosedhiseyesandtookhislastbreathright

thereinmyhands.

Thando:I'msosorrybaby.

WhileweweresittingthereandIwascryinginher

arms,themanfromearliercamepointingagunon

us.

Man:NowthatyourfatherisdeadIgetallthe

businessesheresign.

Thando:Don'tsignIsi.

Man:Ifyoudon'tsignIwillshootyourfriend.

WhenIwasabouttosignthemanfelldownand

Sphecamerunningtome.

Sphe:Sthandwasamheyareyouokay?Areyouhurt?

Ididn'trespondIjustcried.

TJfeltKhoza'spulseandshookhisheadtothe

others.



Sims:Ineedtomakesomecalls.

TJ:Weneedtogetoutofhere.

HewasholdingThando.

Sphe:Isiphogetuplet'sgo.

Me:Wecan'tleaveBabahere.

Sphe:Wearenotgoingtoleavehim.

Sims:IthinkweshouldtakeKhoza'sbodywithus

wewilljusttakehimtothehospitaltoavoidtoo

manyquestions.

TJ:That'sfinelet'sgo.

Ican'tbelieveBabaisgoneIhopeandpraytoGod

thatmybrotherwakesupIknowI'mnotalonebutI

needmybrothernowmorethanever.

WegotinthecarandIlayedmyheadonSphe's

chest.

Sphe:Sleepbaby.

ItriedclosingmyeyesbutIkeptonseingKhoza

apologising,IhopewhereverheisheknowsthatI

forgivehimwithallmyheartIforgivehim.



Twentyone

I'mlayinginTJ'schestinthecarandIcan'thelp

myselfbutthinkaboutthegoodtimesIeverhadin

mylifeandIrealizetheyarefewcomparedtothe

painIhaveendured.IrememberwhenIwasstill

youngwithmyparentsaroundthewaymyfather

usedtolookatme,likeI'mtheonlythingthat

mattersinthisworldandIfooledmyselfbythinking

thateverymaninthisworldwilllookatmetheway

myfatherlookedatme.Inowrealisethatitwas

becausemyfatherlovedmesomuch,Ilookaround

thecarandIseeIsiphocryinginSphe'schest.Death

issomethingthatwecannevergetusedtono

matterhowmuchweexperienceit,Khozawas

everythingtoIsiphoandSbaninomatterwhathe

haddonetohurtthemitdoesn'tmatternow.

TJ:Areyouokay?

Me:Idon'tknowheyallIwantnowispeace.

TJ:Don'tworryitwillbefine.

Me:Ihopeso.



TJ:Wearehere.

Me:Weareatthehousealready.

TJ:Yes.

Weallgotoutofthecar.

Sims:Iwillgotothehospitalyouguyscanstayhere

Iwillbeback.

TJ:Iwillgowithyou.

Sims:Nostaybafojusttobesafe.

Simsleftandwegotinsidethehouse.

Sphe:IwillgorunabathforIsithentuckherin.

Me:OkaypleaseTJcomehelpmeout.

Ialsoneededsomeonetogivemetheattention

IsiphowasgettingfromSphe.

WewenttomyroomwithTJandhewenttothe

bathroomtorunabathforme.

Hecameback.

TJ:I'mdoneyoucantakeabathIwillgomakesome

food.



Me:Pleasedon'tgo.

Isaidgettingcloser.

TJ:Thandonowhatareyoudoing?

Ididn'tspeakIheldhisfaceandkissedhimbuthe

didn'trespondinsteadhepushedmeandIfellonmy

bed.

TJ:Don'tfuckwithmeThandowhatdoyouthink

youaredoinghuh?

Hewassoangryveinswerepoppinginhishead.

MymindcamebackandIrealisedwhatIhaddone,I

droppedmyeyesfromembarrassment.

Me:UhmmTJI...Uhmm.

TJ:Saveit.

Hesaidrunningoutside,Iwenttothebathroomand

gotintothebathtub.

Me:GodwhathaveIdone?HowdoIfixthis?

Iaskedmyselfwhiletearswerefallingdownmyface.

AfterIwasdoneIgotoutandwenttothebedroom



tolotionafterIwasdoneIworemypyjamasandgot

intobed.IwashungrybutIwasscaredtogotothe

kitchen,whenIwasabouttosleepIsiphocameto

myroom.

Isipho:Pleasecomeeatbabe.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Shesatonmybed.

Isipho:IknowyoumissmybrotherIalsomisshim

buthewillwakeup.

OnlyifsheknewwhatIhaddone.

Me:Imisshimsomuch.

IsaidcryingIwasn'tlyingIreallymissSbanibutI

wasalsocryingbecauseIwasashamedofmyself.

Isipho:Shhdon'tcrypleaseletsgo.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

Shesmiled.

Wewenttothekitchenandtheguysweremaking

food.



Sphe:Youcansittherewewillbringthefood.

Isipho:Okay.

Me:Heissosweet.

Isipho:IknowIguessI'mlucky.

Weweresittingintheloungeandtheywereinthe

kitchen,theybroughtourfood.

Ididn'tevenwanttolookatTJIwonderwhathe

thinksofme.

Weateincomfortablesilentnotsocomfortingfor

methough,whenweweredoneSimsarrivedlooking

drained.

TJ:Areyouokaybruh?

Sims:Ineedfoodashowerandadrink.

Sphe:Goshowerfirst.

Sims:NoIwilleatnowweneedtogotothehospital.

Isipho:Isitmybrother?

Sims:Idon'tknow.

TJ:WhereisKhoza'sbody?



Sims:Themogueweneedtoprepareforthefuneral

soon.

Sphe:Okayyouladiescangochangesowecango.

Wewenttochangeourpyjamasandthenwentback

totheothers.

Sims:Let'sgoI'mnotdrivingI'mtootired.

TJ:Iwilldrive.

IgotinthebackwithSims.

Sims:YouareawfullyquietThandoareyouokay?

Inoddedmyhead.

Sims:Areyousure?

Me:YesI'mfine.

Henoddedhisheadandandwearrivedatthe

hospitalquickerthanIexpected.

WewenttoSbani'sbedandhewasnotthere.

Isipho:Whereismybrother?

Sheaskedcrying.

Sphe:Isibabypleasecalmdown.



Ilookedaroundbuthewasnotthere.

Sbani:Whyareyouguyscrying?

Weallturnedbackhewascomingfromthetoilet.

Isiphorantohim.

Isipho:Bhuti.

Sbani:Ouch.

Shegiggled.

Isipho:SorryBhuti.

Shehelpedhergetintobed.

Sbani:SmileguysI'mbacknow.

Sphe:Don'teversleepforthatlongman.

TheyallbrohuggedhimIjuststoodtherenot

knowingwhattodoorsay.

Sbani:Thando.

Hesaidlookingatme.

Sbani:Areyougoingtojuststandthere?

Sims:SheisstillshockedandhappyIguess.



Me:UhmmmyeahI'mjusthappyyouarebackI

missedyou.

Sbani:Comegivemeahugthen.

Iwalkedslowlytohisbed.

Me:Ihappyyouarebackhubby.

Sbani:Heydon'tcryIwillneverleaveyouI'mback

forgood.

Me:Iknowyouare.

IfeltsoguiltyIshouldn'thavedonewhatIdid,Ijust

putmyselfinanawkwardposition.

Sims:SodidyouseeMoses?

Wealllaughed.

Me:IwasJesus'srighthandman.

TJ:YouwishI'msureyouwerejustdrinkingwine

there.

Mamzo:Youareallback.

Sims:YesweareMama.

Wealltalkedandlaughedeveryonewasgladthat



Sbaniisback.

Sbani

Iwashappytobebackandtoseeeveryonelaughing

ImissedthemandImissedthis.

Thandoisactingweirdormaybeshestillcan't

believeI'mback,IwanttotalktoIsiphoalone.

Me:CanIpleasehaveamomentwithmyAngel.

Sims:Ofcoswewillbeoutside.

Theyleft,Ipartedaspaceforherinmybedandshe

laynexttome.

Me:IloveyouAngelyouknowthatright?

Isipho:YesBhutiIknowandIloveyoutoo.

Me:Didyoumissme?

Isipho:Everydaypromisemethatyouwillnever

leavemeagain.

Me:IpromiseAngel.



Isipho:Bhuti.

Me:Mhh.

Isipho:Khozaisdead.

Iraisedmyheadandlookedather.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Shetoldmeeverythingthathappened.

Me:Idon'tknowanybusinesses.

Isipho:That'sbecauseKhozanevertoldus.

NomatterwhatdifferenceswehadwithKhozahe

wasstillmyfatherandIdidn'twanthimtodie.

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutallthis?

Isipho:There'snousetobeangryrightnoworto

hateBababecauseheisdeadnowandheisnever

comingback,IforgivehimBhutiandIwishhedidn't

diehewastheonlyparentwehadbesidesMamzo.

Me:IknowbabyIalsowishthingsweredifferentbut

IguessthisiswhatGodplannedforus,Ialsoforgive

him.Whereishenow?



Isipho:Themortuary.

Me:OkayIwilltalktoShawnsothathewill

dischargememaybetomorrowsothatwewillplan

thefuneral.

Isipho:OkayBhutiI'msogladyouareback.

Me:I'mgladtobebackAngel.

Isipho:Doyouknowwhodonatedhiskidney?

Me:Actuallyit'stwokidneys.

Isipho:What?

Me:YesitwasKhoza'ssonthathedidn'tknow

about,thepersonwhoshotourparents.

Icontinuedtoexplaineverythingtoher.

Me:Pleaseforgivehim.

Isipho:Haveyouforgivenhimyet?

Me:NobutI'mworkingonit.

Isipho:Iforgivehimonlybecausehesavedyourlife

sowillweburyhimtoo.

Me:Ifthat'sokaywithyou.



Isipho:It'sfineBhuti.

Me:OkaybabyIneedtorestnowyoucangoand

callThandoforme.

Isipho:Iwillseeyoutomorrow,Iloveyou.

Me:Okayloveyoutoo.

SheleftandafterafewminutesThandocametomy

ward.

Me:Cheeruphubbyisbacknow.

Shegiggled.

Thando:Howareyoufeeling?Areyouinpain?

Me:I'mgladtobealiveeventhoughI'mstillinpains.

Thando:It'sreallygoodtohaveyouback.

Me:Thandolwamareyouokay?

Thando:UhmmI'mfine.

Me:Thando.

Hisvoicewasdemanding.

Thando:I'mfinebelievemeit'sjustthatit'sbeena

longday.



Me:OhIsitoldmeI'msorryaboutwhathappened

areyouokaythough?

Thando:YesI'mokayjusttired.

Me:YoucangoIwillseeyouguystomorrow.

Thando:OkaygoodnightIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iheldherandtriedtokissherbutshejustran

outside,okaythatwasweirdIwonderwhat'sgoing

onwithher.Everyonecametosaytheirgoodbyes

andtheyleft.

IgatheredsomestrengthtoreadtheletterMuzileft

forme,Iopeneditanditread:

"Khoza,Hlase,Mlilo,BhovunganeIwishthingswere

differentbutIcan'tchangethepastIcanonlydo

whatI'mabouttodorectifymymistakes,thewayI

wasfondofyouit'slikeIknewyouweremybloodI

wishwemetduringdifferentcircumstancesbutlife

doesn'talwaysgothewaywewant.Iknowyouwill

beconfusedtowhyIgaveyoubothofmykidneys

butIfeellikeIoweyouthatmuch,Iheardthatallthe



thingsIdidwerenotmyownwillbutthefact

remainsIpulledthattriggerandIleftyouandyour

sisterorphans.Ifeellikeitwillbeonlyselfishforme

togivemyselfanotherchancetolifebecauseIdon't

deserveitandI'msoashamedtofaceyouafter

realisingIhavecausedyousomuchpain.I'mso

sorryabouteverythingbafoIhopeyouwillfinditin

yourhearttoforgivemesomeday,Iwillneversleep

peacefullyinmydeathuntilyouforgiveme.

NgixoleleHlase.

YourbrotherMuzi."

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,nowIwishhedidn'tdie

becauseIwillhaveabrotherandallthethingshedid

werenotbychoicebutapartofmeisgladheis

deadbecausehewasgoingtobeareminderofwhat

happenedtomyparents.Isawhimpullthattrigger

andIwillnevererasethatimagefrommymind.

Twentytwo

Sbani



It'sbeentwodayssinceIcamebackhomethings

areabittensesincewearebusyplanningtwo

funeralsandShawntoldmetotakeitslowbecause

I'mstillinpains,Thandoisstillactingabitweirdand

avoidingTJalotIdon'twhat'sgoingon.Idon'twant

tojumpintoconclusionbutitseemslikesomething

happenedbetweenthemIjustdon'tknowwhatto

thinknow.

Igetoutofbedandgototheothers.

Isipho:Thedoctortoldyoutotakeitslowkodwa

bhuti.

Me:I'mtiredofsleepingIjustwantsomefreshair.

Isipho:Okaydoyouwantsomefood?

Me:Yesplease,wherearetheothers?

Isipho:Theywenttotown,Mamzoisbusywiththe

guestsI'msotiredIwantallthistobeovernow.

Me:ItwillAngel.

Shewenttogetmefoodandcameback.



Isipho:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mstillinpainsbutIwillbefine.

Isipho:Imeanemotionally?

IlookatherandsighIhaven'treallytalkedabout

howIfeel.

Me:Idon'twanttolieImisshim,Khozaistheone

whoraisedus.Wewereonlyleftwithhimbutnow

wehavenoone.

Isipho:Imisshimtoosomuchbutwehaveeach

otherright.

Me:Right!

Ihaven'ttoldThandothatwewillbeburyingMuzi

andthathewasmybrotherIdon'thowshewillreact

butIwillhavetowaitandsee.

IfinishedeatingandIsiphotookmyplatetothe

kitchensheistreatingmelikeI'msickorsomething.

Isipho:Don'tyouwanttosleepnow?

Me:HayiIsiIwilljustchillonthecouch.

Isipho:UhmmBhuti.



Me:Mmmm.

Iwasn'tlookingatherbutshedidn'ttalksoIlooked

ather.

Me:What'swrongAngel?

Isipho:Pleasedon'tbemad.

Me:I'mnotpromisingyouanything,justtalk.

Isipho:Uhmm.

Me:Itoldyouthatyoucantalktomeaboutanything

Idon'twantanysecretsbetweenus.

Isipho:MeandSpheareinarelationship.

Me:Inarelationshiphow?

Shewasalreadycrying.

Isipho:Heismyboyfriend.

Me:IthoughtSphewaslikeabrothertoyou.

Shenodded.

Me:Thenhowcomeyoutellingmethatheisnow

yourboyfriend.

Isipho:Ilovehim.



Me:Asabrotherright?

Isipho:Noasmyboyfriend.

Me:Unlovehimthem.

Isipho:Bhutiplease.

Me:Don'tpleasemeningijwayelakabinina.

Isipho:I'msorryBhuti.

Me:Getoutofmyface.

Shedidn'tmoveshejustsatthereandcried,Ialways

expectedsomethinglikethistohappenbecauseof

thewaytheyusedtolookateachother.Idon'tlike

toseehercrybutI'mpunishingher,Ihearthecar

outsideandtheyallgetin.

Isipholooksatherandattempttogotohim.

Me:SitdownIsipho.

Sims:Manwhat'sgoingon?Aren'tyousupposeto

beinbed.

Me:I'msupposetobeinbedwhileSpheisbusy

fuckingmysister.



Sphe:Bafoit'snotlikethat.

Igetupandpunchhiminthefacebuthurtmyselfin

theprocess.

Me:Ouch.

Thando:Babeyouarehurtingyourselfpleasesit

down.

Spheisholdinghisbleedingmouth.

Me:Sowhydidn'tyouguystellmeSphewasdating

Angel.

TJ:There'salottoworryaboutSbaniweweregoing

totalkaboutthatafterthefuneral.

Me:WenaTJjustshutup,whyisThandoavoiding

you?

IlookathimandhelooksatThando.

Thando:Canwepleasegotoyourroomandtalk

aboutthat.

Me:FinewenaIsiphogogetthefirstaidkitandfix

yourboyfriend.

Shesmiled.



Isipho:Doesthatmean..

Me:Don'tgetcarriedawayitmeansnothing.

IgetupandgotomyroomwithThandofollowing

me.

Me:Talk.

IreallyhatebeingliedtoasmuchasIknewthat

SphelikesIsiphoheshouldhavetalkedtomefirst

becauseheistheonewhoismybestfriend.

Thando:Pleasedon'tbemad.

Me:IthinkI'mtiredofhearingthattodaysojusttalk

Thando.

Idon'tusuallycallherThandoandsheknowsit.

Thando:SoUhmmIkissedTJ.

Shesaidlookingdown.

Me:WhatdoyoumeanyoukissedTJandwhichTJ

areyoutalkingabout?

Thando:TJyourfriend.

Me:HayiI'mbeingtestedtodaysoamIsupposeto



guesswhathappenedjusttellmeeverything.

Thando:IwasjustfeelinglonelysoIkissedhimbut

itwasamistakeIswear.

Me:Sowenaeverytimeyoufeelyouaregoingto

kissmyfriends.

Thando:NonoIswearitwasjustamistakeandhe

didn'tkissmeback.

Me:SoI'msupposetobelievethathedidn'tkissyou

backandthatnothingelsehappened?

Thando:Yespleasebelievemehubbyplease.

Me:Don'tcallmethatbringmethatlaptop.

Ihavehiddencamerasineachandeveryroomso

shetookthelaptopandIchecked,IsaweverythingI

actuallyapplaudTJforwhathedidifitwas

someoneelsewewouldbetalkingadifferentstory

now.

Me:SowhatifTJdidn'trejectyouwereyougoingto

sleepwithhim?

Shekeptquietandcried.



Me:StopcryingandtalkThandolwethu.

Thando:NoI'msorry.

Me:SohowamIsupposetotrustyouaroundmy

friendstellme.

Thando:Itwasamistakereally,youcantrustme.

Me:JustgetoutThandoandpleasetellTJtocome

seeme.

Thando:NgiyaxolisaHlase(I'msorry).

Asmuchasthatmademyheartjumpitdidn'twork.

Me:PhumaThando(getout).

Shewipedhertearsandleft,Ireallydon'tknowhow

tofeelaboutthisitwasamistakeyeahbutwewill

havethosemomentswherewefightwithThando,

howamIsupposetotrusthernottoruntomy

friends.

TJ:Bafo.

Me:Thandotoldwhydidn'tyousayanything.

TJ:Ididn'twanttocausetroublebetweenyouand

ThandobecauseIsawthatshemadeamistake.



Me:Idon'tknowmanhowwillIevertrustheragain.

TJ:Justgiveherachancetoproveherself.

Me:Thanksmanforreactingthewayyoudid.

TJ:WearebrothersIwouldn'tjustletThandocause

conflictbetweenus.

Me:Ihearyou.

TJ:AndgoeasyonSphehelovesAngel.

Me:JustgetoutTJ.

TJ:Stopbeingstubborn.

Itookmypillowandthrewitonhimheranout

laughing,IloveeachandeveryoneofthemIdon't

wantanythingtocomebetweenusnotevenThando.

Ithoughtaboutwhatmyparentssaidaboutme

beingstubbornandthatIshouldletIsiphobehappy

maybetheyweretalkingaboutthis.

Sphegotin.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Sphe:Totalk.



Me:I'mlistening.

Sphe:I'mnotgoingtoplaywithherandyouknow

thatbutI'msorryIshouldhavetalkedtoyou.

Me:Ifyoudarehurther.

Sphe:Iknowyougoingtokillme,youknowyouare

mybrotherandIdon'twantustofightoverthis.

Me:Youaremybrotheryetyoufellinlovewithmy

sister.

Sphe:AHHcomeonmanyouknowwhatImean,the

heartwantswhatitwants.

Me:Ihearyoubutyounotoffthehookyet.

ItoldhimaboutwhathappenedbetweenTJand

Thando.

Me:YouknowhowmuchIloveherbutIdon't

toleratebullshit,Ican'tbeinarelationshipwith

someonethatIcannottrust.

Sphe:Idon'twanttolietoyouThandolovesyoua

lotfuthiIbelieveshemadeamistakejustletthis

oneslidethenwecanseehowshebehaves.



Me:Fine.

Sphe:Iwillleaveyoutorestthenstopthinkingtoo

much.

Me:ShoBafo.

HeleftandItriedtosleep.

Isipho

IwasimpatientlywaitingforSpheoutsidemy

brother'sroomjusttohearwhathesaidaboutus.

Me:So?

Sphe:Calmdownbabeyourbrotherhasnoproblem.

Me:Youmeanhegaveushisblessings.

Sphe:Notreallybutweshouldn'trushhim.

Me:okay.

Wekissed.

Me:IwanttotalktoThando.



Sphe:okayIwillgototheothers.

Thandodidn'tseemfineandshesaidshewantedto

sleep.

WhenIgotintoherroomshetossingandturning,

sweatingandcryingIthinkshewashavingsome

nightmare.

Me:Thandowakeupitsjustadream.

Thando:SisSindi.

Me:Calmdownitsjustadreamokay.

Igavehersomewater.

Me:Thisisnotthefirsttimeyouhavinganightmare

what'sgoingon?

Thando:IhavebeendreamingaboutSisSindi,she

saysshewantsmetofindherhead.

Shewasnowcrying.

Me:Uhmmwhathead?

Thando:Whentheykilledhertheytookherhead.

IknowthestoryaboutSindibutIdon'tknowallofit.



Me:Shhhcalmdown.

ShewasreallybreakingdownsoIwenttogetmy

brother.

Ididn'tevenknock.

Sbani:Isiphowhatthehell.

Me:It'sThando.

Sbani:Idon'thavetimeforthisjustgetout.

Me:Sheisbreakingdownshehasbeenhavingsome

nightmares.

HegotoutofbedandIfollowedafterhim.

Sbani:Thandowhat'sgoingon.

Shetoldhimwhatshetoldme.

Sbani:Wewilltrysortingthisoutafterthefunerals.

Me:IthinkyouhavetosleepwithThandoBhuti

becausesheisscared.

Sbani:Noshewillbefine.

Thando:Please.

Sbani:Okayfine.



Ithinkthereissomethingwrongbetweenthem.

Me:Iloveyouboth.

Isaidthatandleftthemintheroom.

Twentythree

Sbani

TodayweareburyingmyfatherandbrotherIfeel

reallysadIhaven'tcriedbecauseI'mtryingtobe

strongformysisterbutthetruthisI'mhurtingreally

bad.AfterallthethingsthathappenedwithMuziand

myfatherIdidn'twishdeathonthemIwantedthem

tolive.

Iwakeupandgothroughmyclosetlookingfor

somethingtowear,Ihearsomeoneclearingtheir

throat.

Sphe:Ihavebeenstandinghereforalmostthirty

minutesandyouhavebeendoingthesamething.

Me:I'mtryingtolookforsomethingtowear.



Sphe:Heeymanstop.

Me:Ican'tseemtofindthesedamnclothes.

Sphe:Sbanipleasejuststopyoucancryit'sfine.

HeheldmyarmandIletmytearsrolldownmyface.

Sphe:Justletitoutyouhavebeenstrongfortoo

long.

Me:Ithurtsbafoalot.

Sphe:Iknowithurtsbutnawemusaukukhalangathi

uyithekeni(don'tcrylikealady).

Iletgoofhimandlaugh.

Me:Youarecrazyman.

Sphe:Doyourememberthefirsttimewedrank

alcoholandKhozaletussleeponthecoldtiles

withoutanyblankets.

Webothchuckled.

Me:Andthenextmorninghemadeusdrinktwo

casesofHeineken.

Sphe:Hewassostrictbuthewasalsoagreatfather



toallofus.

Me:Yeahthat'strueI'mgoingtomisshimsomuch.

Sphe:Wewillallmisshimbackbutnowletusgive

himthefuneralhedeserves.

Me:Youarerightletmecheckoutmyclothes.

Sphe:Noit'sfinetheyarealreadyreadyItookthem

outwhileyouweresleepingjusttakeabath,Iwillgo

checkontheothers.

Me:Okaymanthankyou.

Sphe:YouknowIhavegotyou.

HeleftandItookashowerthenworemyclothes

whichIfoundplacedonmybed,theyaretreatingme

likeachildinthishouse.

IwenttocheckoutonIsiphoonherroom.

Me:Knockknock.

Them:Comein.

ShewaswithThando,speakingofThandoweare

okaybutIstilldon'ttrustherandhernightmares

haven'tgoneaway.



Me:Ladiesareyouokay?

Thando:Wearefinehowareyou?

Me:I'mokaycanIpleasetalktomysister.

Thando:OfcosIwillleaveyouguystoit.

ThandoleftandIlookedatmysister.

Me:Angel.

Isipho:IthurtsBhuti.

Me:IknowAngelandIfeelthesameway.

Isipho:Iwillmisshim.

Me:Iknowyouwillcomehere.

SherantomyarmsandIhugged.

Me:Shhhdon'tcryI'mhereandIwillalwaysbehere

foryou.

Isipho:IknowIloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooAngelnowgetreadyit'sgetting

late.

IleftherandwenttocheckonthingsandthegentsI

bumpedintoMamzo.



Me:Mamzo.

Mamzo:Boy.

Me:IwantedtothankyouforeverythingIdon'twhat

wewouldhavedonewithoutyou.

Mamzo:It'smypleasure,youknowIwillalwaysbe

hereforyouguysallofyouespeciallynowthatI'm

theonlyparentyouallleftwith.

Hearinghersayingthatsheisourparentmademe

happy.

Me:Thankyou.

Mamzo:Everythingisreadyyoucangotothe

kitchentheboysareeatingthere.

Inoddedandwenttotheguys.

Me:Guysbathini.

Them:Moja.

Weateandthenpreparedfortheday.

Theservicestartedandwewereallsittinginfront,

thepastorcalledmetospeak.



Theguysaccompaniedmetothefront.

Me:UhmmwearenotsupposetobeheretodayI

saythatbecauseIbelievethatthesetwostillhada

lotofthingstoliveforbuthereweareandweknow

thatwecanneveroutdonewhattheLordhasdone,I

wantedthemtoliveandseemeandmysisterget

marriedinfactseeallofusgetmarriedbutGodhad

otherplans.WhenIthinkaboutmyfathertheonly

thingthatstandsoutinmymindishowhetreated

myfriendsashisownandhowhewasalwaysthere

whenweneededhim,wewillalwaysrememberhim

asourfriend,ouradvisorandourfather.It'ssadthat

hehadtoreunitewithhissonthiswaybutIhope

theyhavethebestrelationshipwherevertheyare

going.

Thankyou.

Weallwenttositdownthentheservicecontinued

untilwewenttothecemetery.

Andallwasdoneforthedaytheyweregoneand

therewasnothingwecoulddo.

Me:Whataday.



Wewerenowathomejustsittingintheloungeallof

us.

Sims:I'mdogtiredIjustwanttorelax.

TJ:Metooman.

Mamzo:Youcanallrelaxaftercleaningtheyard.

Wealllookedateachother.

Me:Ihavealreadycalledthecleaningcompany.

Mamzo:Ini?Youalljustmakingmoney.

Sphe:PleaseMamzowearealltired.

Mamzo:IwillletyouguysrestonlybecauseIknow

youaretiredandthankyouforeverything.

Sims:Thanksmama.

Weallsatthereandtalkeduntilitwaslateandwe

decidedtocallitanight.

Thando

WewenttoSbani'sroomsinceIsleepwithhimnow

becauseofthenightmares.



Me:ShouldIrunabathforusorwillwetakea

shower.

Sbani:AshowerwoulddobecauseI'mtired.

Wewenttoshowerthenwewenttobed.

Me:Goodnightbabe.

Sbani:Goodnightsthandwasam.

WekissedthenhefellasleeprightawayItried

sleepingbutwhenIclosedmyeyesIkeptonseing

sisSindiIdon'tknowmaybeit'sbecauseIhavebeen

thinkingaboutheralotsincethenightmaresbutit

feltsoreal.

Isawmyselfwalkingaroundinwoodstherewas

windblowingaroundtheplace,IheardsisSindi

callingmyname.Iwasrespondingbutitwaslike

shecan'thereme,Iwalkedaroundandthewind

startedblowingverystrong.IwalkedtillIsawa

personsittingbytheriverIkeptonwalkingtillI

reachedher,Itappedonhershoulderandsheturned

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyesitwassisSindi.

Itriedspeakingbutwordsfailedme.



SisSindi:Helpme!HelpmeThandoyouaremyonly

hope.

Shegotupandlookedatmeateardroppedfrom

hereyeIcouldn'tmissthepainwrittenallovermy

face.ItriedholdingherhandIwantedhertotellme

howtohelpme,whenItriedgettingclosertohershe

keptmovingbackwards.WhenIwasabouttotouch

her,herheaddisappearedandshewasleftwithoutit.

IturnedaroundandranbutIfeltfootstepslikeshe

waschasingmeandIcouldherethevoices

repeatingthesamething.

"HelpmeThandoyouaremyonlyhope"Iwasnow

sweatingandcryingsinceIwasrunning,Icouldn't

evenfindawayoutoftheforestbecausethewind

wasnowblindingmyeyes.

Sbani:Thandowakeup.

Me:Mmmm.

Sbani:Wakeupitsjustadream.

Iwasshakinguncontrollable.

Sbani:HeyIwillgetyousomewater.



Herantothebathroomandcamebackwithwater.

Idrankitandsighedthisisstartingtoweighme

down.

Me:Sheneedssomehelp.

Sbani:Letmegoandfetchmamzo.

HeranoutandcamebackwithMamzo.

Mamzo:What'sgoingonThando?

Itoldherwhathappens.

Mamzo:There'ssomeoneIknowthatwillhelpyou,

wewillgotheretomorrow.

Sbani:Willthatpersonhelpher?

Mamzo:Yesshewill.

Me:Thankyou.

Mamzo:Youhavetoprayeverytimeyousleep.

Sbani:Canyouprayforus.

Sheprayed.

Mamzo:Don'tworryeverythingwillbefinewena

Sbaniyoudon'trealiseitbutyouhavepower



investedinyoutohelppeoplelikeThando.

Welookedateachother.

Sbani:WhatdoesthatmeanMamzo?

Mamzo:Nothinggoodnight.

Me:Goodnightmama.

Sheleftandwenttoherroom.

Sbani:Willyoubeabletosleep?

Me:YesbythepowerinvestedinyouIwillsleep

peacefully.

Sbani:Comeondon'ttellmeyoubelievewhatshe

said.

Me:SheisalwayssayingthatsoI'mstartingto

believeher.

Sbani:Let'sjustsleep.

Heheldmeinhisarmsandhummedasongforme.

Inserttwentyfour

Whenweareyoungandstillgrowingwethinklifeis



abedfullofrosesandthatlifeissweetnotknowing

thatitisatotalopposite.NowIhavelearntthatlife

isnotmeanttobeeasy,it'smeanttobelived.

Sometimeshappy,othertimesroughbuteveryup

anddownyoulearnlessonsthatmakeyoustrong.

Wealwaysbehavelikelifeowesussomethingeven

aftershowingusthatitowesnothingyetwenever

learn.

Wearenowonourwaytoseetheprophetor

sangomaIdon'tknow,Mamzowokeusupinthe

earlyhoursofthemorningandweareallgoing.

TheyareallsleepingbesideSphewhoisdrivingI'm

justlookingaroundwonderingwhatIwouldhave

doneifSbanididnotcomebackforme,Iwonder

wheremyfeetwouldhavetakenmesinceIwas

runningandnotlookingback.Whatlifewouldbelike

ifSisSindiwasstillalive.

I'mdisturbedfrommythoughtsbyMamzotelling

SphetopullupthecarbecausewehavearrivedI

didn'tevennoticethatshewasawake.

Whocomestosomeone'shouseatthistimeI'm

suretheyarestillsleeping.



Iwakeeveryonetotellthemthatwehavearrived.

Sims:Sowhatnow,wearegoingtowakethemup?

Mamzo:Nosheknowswearealreadyhere.

Sbani:I'msleepingwakemeupwhenshecomes.

Thegateopensandaveryyoungbeautifullady

comesouttomeetus.

Mamzo:Luthando.

Luthando:Mamait'sbeenlong.

Mamzo:Ngiyaziukubamatasanje(Iknowit'sjust

thatIhavebeenbusy).

Luthando:Iknowmamaaretheyallhere.

Mamzo:Yestheyare.

Shegreetedusbyournameseventhoughwedidn't

tellher,Idon'tthinksheistheonethatwecameto

seeshelooksyoung.

Luthando:I'mtheonewho'sgoingtohelpyouguys

andI'mnotthatyoungThando.

Me:Uhmmhowdidyouknowthat?



Shejustlaughedgoshsheisbeautifulandtheguys

werelookingatherinawe.

Luthando:I'mmarriedguyssostoplookingatme

likethat.

Sims:Arewegettinginsideorwhatit'skindofcold

inhere.

LuthandotalkedtoMamzoonthesidethencame

backtous.

Luthando:Let'sgo.

Weallgotoutofthecarandapproachedthehouse.

Luthando:Whosaidwearegettinginside,wewillgo

totheriverfirstyoucan'tgetintherewithoutbeing

cleansed.

Theguyswerereallycoldtheyrantothecar.

Luthando:Pleaselistentomegetoffthatcarand

startwalkingfollowingmama,wearenotusingacar

totheriver.

TJ:Areyouserious?

Shedidn'ttalkbutshepointedtheway.



Weallwalkedinsilence,Iwonderwhenshewokeup

becauseit'sstillveryearlyforthis.

Wewalkedforaboutthirtyminutesthenwegottoa

river,whenIsayariverIdon'tmeansomething

maybelikeadamImeansomethinglikeanocean.

Sbani:Yougottobekiddingme.

Sphe:AllIknowisthatI'mnotgettinginsidethat

river.

Sims:Namibafonginawekulokho(I'malsowithyou

onthatone).

Luthando:Weareherepleasestoptalkingandlisten

tome,areyoualllistening?

Us:Yes.

Luthando:Iwillgetintotheriverwithonepersonata

timeforacleansingweneedtobefastbecause

therearealotofthingsweneedtodotodayso

pleasedon'tgivemeanyproblems.I'mnotgoingto

begyouguystodothis,Iwillgointothewaterfirst

topraythenthefirstpersonwillcomebutSbaniyou

willbethelastone.



Sbani:Why?

Shedidnotanswerhiminsteadshehummedsoftly

andgentlyitwasjustcalming.

Luthando:Ohandpleasetakeoffyourclothes.

Isipho:Youmeanwemustbenaked?

Shenoddedandwenttothewatershewasn'teven

afraid.

Sims:Mamzoissheserious?

Mamzo:Yes.

Mamzosaidtakingoffherclothes.

Sphe:I'mnevercomingtothisplace.

Luthando:Canthefirstpersonpleasecome.

Mamzowentinfirstitseemslikesheisusedtothis.

AfterMamzoitwasTJthenSphethenIsiphothen

Sims,Thewaytheguysscreameditwasalljust

funnybutitwasnowmyturn.

WhenIputmyfootinthewateritwassocold.

Luthando:Idon'thavealldayThandoIwillputyour



headunderthiswatertentimesIknowIdidn'tdoit

totheothersbutIknowwhyI'mdoingittoyou.

Inoddedreluctantly.

ShedidherthingwhileprayingIfeltlikeIwasgoing

todie,whenshewasdoneIwenttotheothersmind

youwewerenotsupposetogetdresseduntilweget

tothecarsowewerealljuststandingtherenaked

andcold.

ItwasnowSbani'sturnandhewasjuststanding

therelookingdeepintothewater.

Luthando:SbanisamakhozacomeandgentsIwill

needyourhelpwiththisoneit'sgoingtobeabit

hard.

TheguyswenttoassistLuthandowhiledoingher

thingandtooklongerthanIexpected,Iwouldbe

lyingifIsayIsawwhatshewasdoingitjustbecame

blur.

Me:Doyouseeanything?

IaskedIsipho.

Isipho:NoIwasevenafraidofaskingyoubecauseI



thoughtitwashappeningtomeonly.

Afterawhiletheyallcameback.

Luthando:Let'sallwalkbacktothecarandwhenwe

getyouallgetdressedandgoinside.

Wewalkedtothecarwhilenakedwhenwegotthere

weworeourclothesandgotinsidetheyard,the

houseisadoublestoreyverybeautiful.

Noonewastalkingwewerealljustdrainedbythe

waterIguess.

Luthando:Youcanallsitdownsowecanbegin.

Wesatdownonthematinherhut,theguyssaton

theirsideandusonourside.

Luthando:Solet'sbeginwithyouThando.

Ifeltmyheartbeatingfast.

Luthando:YouneedtogotoJoburganddigSindi's

headinfrontofLorraine'shouseandgoburyit

whereyouburiedherbody,youneedtogoback

homewhereyouwerebornanddoaritualforyour

parentsbutdon'tworryIwillassistyouwiththatand

lastlyyouhavetogoseeyourauntsheneedstotalk



toyoubeforeshedies.Youarewhereyousuppose

tobenowdon'tmessitupbecauseyouwillnever

getanotherchanceinthislife.

ThiswasjustalottotakeinbutIunderstood

everythingshesaid.

Luthando:IsiphoandSpheIseeagoodthing

betweenyouguysdon'tmessitup,SpheIneedto

takeyoutoyourparentstheirheartsbleedforyou.I

knowyouhavequestionsandIwillanswerthem

whenI'mdone.

Luthando:TJit'sallgoodbut...

ShelookedatSphethenatTJshekeptdoingthat

forabouttenminutes.

Luthando:TJandSpheIseesomethingcommon

betweenyoutoo,youarebrothers.

WeallgaspedbutTJandSphewerejustlookingat

eachother.

IsawtheresemblancebetweenthembutIthought

it'sbecausetheyhavebeenfriendsforlong.

Luthando:Don'tworryIwillexplain,youwereboth



stolenfromyourparentshousewhenyouwerestill

youngbyyourmother'sfriendandherhusband,they

startedresentingyouguysbecausethemoreyou

grewupthemoreyoulookedlikeyourparentsso

theyknewpeoplearegoingtostartasking

questions.Theyseparatedyouguyswhenyouwere

stillyoungsothat'swhyyoudon'tknoweachother.

TJ:Itcan'tbewearethesameage.

Luthando:That'sbecauseyouaretwins.

Theylookedateachotherandtearsfellfromtheir

eyes.

Luthando:It'sallgoodnowdon'tworry.

ShelookedatMamzo.

Luthando:Simsandmamaalliswellyoujustneed

todoasmallritualforyourhusband.

Sbaniyouwillgounderwaterforfivedays,whenyou

comebackyouwillnotbeasangomaoranything

likethatyouwilljusthelpthosepeoplethatyouwill

beassignedtohelpandyouwillbeabletosee

everythingjustlikeme.Itwillnotbeyoureveryday



thingjustlikemebutyouhavetodoitbecauseit's

whoyouare.

Thelookonhubbyhewassoterrifiedandthe

thoughtofhimstayingunderwaterforfivedayswas

terrifyingforeveryone.

Luthando:Don'tbescaredit'syourdestinyso

nothingwillhappentoyou,SbaniandIsiphoyour

parentsaresayingit'stimetofixthosebusinesses

nowandcontinuebuildingyourlegacy.Andtoallof

younomatterwhathappensbetweenyouguys

solveitlikeafamilybecausethat'swhatyouare,No

onebetweenallofyoucaneversurvivewithoutthe

other.ThiswasallGod'splanheknewthatthrough

everythingthathashappenedtoeachandeveryone

ofyou,youwillalwayshaveeachotherpleasejust

keepitthatwayandmamayouareblessedkeep

beingthereforthem.

Mamzo:IwillIpromise.

Luthando:Iknowyouareallhungryandtired,Iwill

organisefoodforyouguysthenyoucanrestlater



wearegoingit'sstillalongjourney.

Sphe:IcangoanywhereafterIhaveateandrested

butnottheriver.

Wealllaughed.

Sims:Meandyouboth.

Luthando:Nomorerivers,SpheandTJcomewith

me.

Theyfollowedheroutside.

Isipho:TheriverwasnotthatbadIfeellighterand

free.

Mamzo:That'swhatitdoes.

Sbani:Youhavebeenthere?

Mamzo:Yes.

Me:Isawthewayyoubehavedmamayouwerenot

scaredatall.

Twogirlsbroughtusfoodandbeverages.

Sims:Finally.

WeallateinsilenceIdidn'tevenrealiseIwasthis



hungryuntilnow.

SpheandTJcamebacksmiling.

Sphe:Don'ttellusyoualsoateourfood.

Sbani:Ofcoswedid.

TJ:Youarenotseriousright?

Mamzo:Theyarejustjokingboyspleasedon'tfaint.

Wealllaughedwhileeating.

Mamzo:Thewayyouallscreamedinthewateryou

werelikesmallgirls.

TJ:Let'snottalkaboutthatplease.

Welaughedbecauseheistheonewhoscreamed

themost.

Mamzo:Sohowdoyouguysfeel?Didcominghere

help?

Me:Youhavenoideamamathankyousomuch.

Sphe:WearereallygratefulMamzowewouldn't

haveknownthatwearebloodbrothersIjustdon't

knowwhattosay.



Sims:Youarejustgoingtostartcryingweknowyou

sojustshutup.

WeallexpressedourgratitudetoMamzo.

Sbani:SoMamzoyouknewaboutthisgiftofmine

didn'tyou?

Mamzo:YesIdidyourmotherwasmybestfriendso

shetoldmeeverything.

Sbani:Soyouthinkit'ssafeformetogototheriver?

Mamzo:Yesit'ssafeIknewyouwillhavetodoit

someday.

Sbani:It'sfinethen.

TJ:Thokoza.

HesaidteasingSbani.

Sbani:Mxmjustshutupandletmesleep.

Thematwascomfortableenoughforustosleep.

Luthandocametothehutwithblankets.

Luthando:I'monlygivingyouguystwohourstorest

thenwehittheroadtoJoburg,Iwillcomewakeyou



guysup.

Mamzo:ThankyouLuthando.

Luthando:It'smyjobmamaandthepowerofthe

Lord,youguysbeforeyousleeprememberthatlife

goesonwhetheryouchoosetomoveonandtakea

chanceintheunknown,orstaybehindlockedinthe

pastthinkingofwhatcouldhavehappened.

Shesaidthatandleftustothinkaboutwhatshe

wassaying,wealllayeddownwithoutsaying

anythingIguesseveryonewasjustthinkingaboutit.

Ithinkthetimehascomeforustofacethepastand

leaveitbehindsowecanmoveonandbehappy

withoutworryingaboutwhatoccurredwhenwewere

youngorallthemistakeswemadewhilegrowingup.

It'sbeenlongsinceIfeltateasewhenI'maboutto

sleep,Ismilethendriftofftosleep.

Inserttwentyfive

Sbani



Lifeisreallyunpredictableitshowsusthatwhatever

weplanforourselvesGodwillalwaysdecide

becauseheplannedourlivesbeforewewereborn.

WealwaysthinkthatwehavebetterplansbutHe

alwayshasevengreaterplans,sometimesIthinkit

wouldbebetterifwearebornholdingapaperor

bookwithallourjourneysowewouldknowwhatwe

willfacewhenwegrowupthatcanactuallyprepare

usforeverythingwefacebutmaybesomeofuswill

notbeabletohandleit.Ineverinmywholelife

thoughtthatIwouldbetoldthatIhavethepower

withinmetohealpeopleortoseebeyondofwhat

meetsthehumaneye.

Igetupandgooutside,Isiphowasrightgoinginto

thatwatermakesyoufeelcalmandfree.

Luthando:Youareawake?

Me:YesIam.

Luthando:What'sonyourmind?

Me:I'mjustthinkingaboutlifeandeverythingyou

know.

Luthando:YouknowgrowingupIdidn'tknowIhada



giftbutmygrandparentsalwaystoldmeI'ma

specialchild.

Me:Didyouunderstandwhattheymeantaboutthat?

Luthando:NoIdidn'tbutwhenIfinishedmatricI

startedhavingdreamsandeverythingIdreamt

actuallyhappenedbutstillIdidn'tunderstanduntil

theydiedandthenIhadnoonetotellmewhatitall

meant.

Me:I'msorryaboutthat,sowhendiditallmake

sense?

Luthando:WhenImetmyfatherwhoalsohadthe

samegift,Iwentthroughalotbeforeitallcame

togetherbutI'mgladthatIhadmyhusbandthrough

itall.HeismystrengthIdon'tthinkanyoneelse

wouldhavestayedwithmetowalkthejourneyI

walked.

Me:Iguessyouwereluckythen,Ilovemysisterand

everyoneelseinmylifebuttheonlypeoplethatI

feellikeIwillalwayshaveastrongconnectionwith

aremyparents.EverytimewhenIfeeldownorwhen

IfeelconflictedIgototheirgraveandtalktothem



andafterthatIfeelmuchbetter.

Luthando:That'sbecauseyoudohaveastrong

connectionwiththemanditwillalwaysbelikethat

tillyoujointhemintheafterlife.DoyouloveThando

oryoufeelsorryforherbecauseofthethingsshe

wentthrough?

Me:IthinkIlovehernoIknowIloveherIjustdon't

feelthatconnectedtohermaybeit'sbecausewe

haven'tspentmuchtimetogetheralone.Whenshe

toldmeshekissedTJitactuallycausedmetodoubt

heralot.

Luthando:ShelovesbutIdon'tknowwhethersheis

yoursoulmateornot.Icanseeyougettingmarried

butIdon'tseewhoyouaremarryingwhetherit's

Thandoorsomeoneelseit'sjustnotclearbutmy

adviceafterallthisisdonespendtimewithherthen

youwillknow.

Me:Youjustconfusedmemore.

Luthando:Don'tbeeverythingthatwillhappenin

yourlifefromnowon,youwillseeitandknow

whetherit'srightorwrong.



Me:Thankyouforthetalk.

Luthando:It'smypleasureit'salwaysgreattotalkto

someonewhogetsyou,nowlet'sgowaketheothers

weneedtohittheroad.

Me:Don'tyougettiredofdoingallthis?

Luthando:NoIdon'tthinkIcanlivemylifewithout

doingit,thesadpartisthatevenmychildrenwill

followinmypathnotallofthembutmysonis

alreadygivingmeproblems.

Me:Ifyoudon'tmindmeaskingwhohadthisgiftin

myfamily?

Luthando:Yourparents.

Me:Bothofthem?

Luthando:Yesbothofthem.

Inodded,theydiedwhenwewerestillyoungwe

wouldn'thaveknownallthat.Idon'tlikethinking

aboutmyparentsbecauseitmakesmethinkabout

whatMuzidid.

Wewentinsideandtheywereallawakejustfolding

theblankets.



IlookedatThandoandthoughtaboutwhat

Luthandosaidcanitbepossiblethatsheisnotmy

soulmate,Idon'tthinkIwanttomeetsomeoneelse

eventhoughI'mstillnotsurehowIreallyfeelabout

Thando.

Luthando:I'mgladyouareallawakeIhopeyouhave

rested.

Mamzo:Wehavebabythankyou.

Luthando:Iwilldrivewithyoumamaandyouallcan

gotogether.

Sims:I'mnotdrivingfirst.

Sphe:I'mnotdrivingatallbecauseIdrovewhenwe

camehere.

Luthando:Idon'tcarehowyoualldoitbutlet'sgo.

Me:Iwilldrivefirstlet'sgo.

WeallgotintothecarandIdrove,everyonewas

happychattingandenjoyingthedrive.Itmakesme

veryhappytoseethemsmilingandlaughinglikethis.

Westoppedatsomegaragetorelieveourselves

andgetsomefood.



Sims:Letmedriveman.

Me:Evenifyoudidn'tsayitIwasabouttoaskyouto.

Sims:Mxm.

Thandowassittingaloneinthebackseat,TJwas

sleepingandSphewasbusyallloveydoveywithmy

sister.

Me:Areyouokay?

Thando:YesI'mjustscared.

Me:Don'tbeeverythingwillworkoutjustfine.

Thando:I'mnotsureifI'mreadytoseethatplace

again.

Me:Youhavetodothissothatweputthepast

behindus.

Thando:Iknowandthankyouforhelpingmedoall

thiswithoutyouIdon'tknowwhereIwouldbe.

Me:I'mhereforyoualways.

Thando:Iloveyouhubby.

Me:Iloveyoutoowifey.



WekissedanditfeltrightsorightthatIbecamesure

sheistheoneormaybethat'showIwanttofeel.

Sphe:Hayiguysyoucan'tbekissinglikethatinfront

ofus.

Me:Youhavebeenlickingmysisterlikenoone's

businessinfrontofmesonjeplease.

Sphe:Iwillneverheartheendofit.

Me:Veleyouwillnever.

Wealllaughed.

AfterafewhourswewereinJoburg.

Sims:Wearehere.

WeallgotoutofthecarandwaitedforLuthando

andMamzo.

Myphoneringsandit'sMamzo.

Mamzo:Whereareyouguys?WeareinLorraine's

house.

Me:Youdidn'ttellustodrivetherethough.

Mamzo:Youguysknewwewerecomingheredidn't



you.

Me:Okaywearecomingpleasesendustheaddress.

IgaveSimstheaddressthenhedrove.

Me:Areyoureadysthandwasam?

Thando:IthinkIamlet'sgetthisoveranddonewith.

Me:I'mhereokay.

ShenoddedIcouldseethatshewasscared.

WearrivedthereandthehousewasburntdownI

rememberMuzitellingmethatheburnedthehouse.

Luthando:Getoutofthecarwedon'thaveenough

time.

WeallgotoutthecarandfollowedLuthandosheis

niceandallbutwhensheisonworkmodeshe

doesn'tlaughatall.

Thando

Ilookedaroundandtheplacewasburntdown,this



placewasonceaplaceIthoughtIwouldcallhome.

Itwasn'tsopleasantbutatleastIhadaroofovermy

head,inhereIfoundapersonwhowasmyfriend

andsister.

ThenIrememberthepainIwentthroughallthe

thingsMamLorrainedidtome.

Ifeelsomeoneholdmyhand.

Sbani:HeyI'mhereweareallheredon'tbescared.

Inodmyheadafewtimes.

Luthando:Wellboysyouneedtodigoverthere.

Sphe:Where?

Luthando:Here.

Shesaidpointingwherethedoorwaslocated.

Sbani:Okaylet'sgettoitthen.

Luthando:Canyouevendigorningoskrrskrr.

Wealllaughedwhiletheguysstarteddigging.

Me:Stoppleasestop.

Iwasalreadyseingtheskull,Ifelldownonmyknees



andattemptedtotouchit.

Luthando:NoThandoletmetouchitfirst.

Inodded.

Shetookitoutanddidherthing.

Luthando:Bringthatbox.

TJgavehertheboxandsheputtheskullinit,Ican't

evenseeit'sherbutIbelieveitbecauseLuthandois

sayingso.

Luthando:YoucancarrytheboxThandoandwego

towhereyouburiedherbody.

Itooktheboxandwenttothecarwithitthenwe

drovetotheplaceIwaskeptcaptive.TheplaceI

wishedtonevervisiteveragain.

Sbani:Wearehereareyouready.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Sbani:Iknowthisishardonyouharderthanwecan

allimaginebutyouneedtodothisnotforanyone

elsebutforyouandforSindi.

Me:Okaylet'sdoit.



Wedidallthenecessarythingsanditwasalldone.

Luthando:Youcanhaveaminuteandtalktoher.

Inoddedmyhead.

Sbani:Icanstaywithyouifyoulike.

Me:Please.

Hekneeleddownwithme.

Me:UhmmsisSindiIhopeyouarenowrestingin

peace,ifIcouldIwouldturnbackthehandsoftime

butnowIcan't.Iwishyouwerestillheretoseeme

growandbecomeallthatyouwantedmetobecome,

itkillstoknowthatyoudiedwhilefightingformy

freedomIpromisetomakeyouproudeveryday.Lala

uphumulesthandwasamIwillalwaysbegratefulfor

everythingyoudidformeandIwillalwayscarryyou

inmyheart.Iloveyoualways.

Sbani:It'sokayallisdonenow.

Wegotupandwenttotheothers.

I'mgladIdidthisIhopesisSindiisnowhappy

whereversheis.



Luthando:Shewillletyouknowhowhappysheis

let'sgo.

IhopethisisabeginningofnewthingsIcannow

focusonmyfutureandonmyrelationshipwith

Sbanihopingitwillallworkoutjustfine.

Inserttwentysix

1yearlater

Lifechangesyouloselove,youlosefriends.You

losepiecesofyourselfthatyouneverimagined

wouldbegone.Andthen,withoutyouevenrealising

itthesepiecescomeback.Newloveenters.

Betterfriendscomealongandastrongerwiseryou

isstaringbackatthemirrorwithasmileof

confidence.

Don'tevertryholdingbackfrombeingmadeabetter

person,don'tresistproblemsandchallenges

becausetheycometomakeyouabetterperson

thanyoualreadyare.



Whatwefaceisdifferentbutweallcomeoutstrong

it'suptoyouifyouwanttogiveuporgetupand

facetheworldbecauseeveryoneisfightingtheir

ownbattlewhethertheydoitwithasmileontheir

facesorwithworry.

NeverinmywildestdreamshaveIthoughtthatIwill

findhappinessinthisworldbutnowyoudon'teven

havetoaskmewhetherI'mokayornotit'swritten

alloverme.Iwenttoseemyauntandherhusband

lastyear,letmetellyouhowitallwentdown.

Fewmonthsback

Sbani:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:I'mnotsurebutIhavetodoit,I'mtiredofliving

inthepast.

Sbani:Let'sgetinthen.

ItookadeepbreathandSbaniheldmyhand

reassuringmethatitwillbefineandthat'sallI

neededhimbymyside.

Sbani:KnockKnock.

ThedooropenedandIcamefacetofacewithmy



nightmare,shejuststoodthereandlookedatme

withoutsayinganything.Iattemptedtogobackto

thecarbutshecalledmyname.

Aunt:Lwethu.

That'swhatsheusedtocallmewhenthingswere

stillgoingwellbetweenus.

IlookedbackandIsawtearsinhereyesbutIdidn't

believeshewasreallycrying,"thosearejust

crocodiletears"Isaidtomyself.

Sbani:Sthandwasampleaseletsgetinside.

Iwipedmytearsandfollowedafterhimtothehouse.

Aunt:Ningahlalaphansi(Youcansitdown).

Wesatdown,thehousewasstillthesameexcept

thatitwasalldustynowandthefurniturewasabit

wornout.

Itwasnowawfullyquietintheroomwithmyaunt

sniffingIdon'tknowwhysheisactingbecausethere

arenocamerashereoranypricetobewon.

Sbanilookedatmethenatherandclearedhisthroat.



Aunt:I'msorryIcouldbeofferingyouguys

somethingtodrinkbutwehavenothinginthishouse.

Sbani:It'sokaymah,Thandouyakhulumaorwhat?

Iknewhewasgettingpissed.

Me:UhmmIcameheretofindclosure,Iwantto

leavethepastbehindmeandcarryonwithmylife

butIcan'tdothatwithoutknowingwhatIdidtoyou

foryoutotreatmethewayyoudid.

Aunt:LwethuIcanneverjustifywhatIdidtoyou,I

don'tevenknowwhattosaybesidesI'msorry.

Me:Whydidyouhurtmelikethatyouweresuppose

toprotectme.

Aunt:Iknowandthereisnodaythatpassesby

withoutmenotthinkingaboutwhatIdidtoyou,I

regretitsthandwasamIknowIwrongedyouandno

amountofapologiescanundoitbutpleaseforgive

me.

Me:Youhurtmebeyondrepair,doyouknow

whereIwentwhenyouandyourhusbandkickedme

outIstayedonthestreets,thestreetsauntandI



endedbeingaprostitutealmostdiedintheprocess

whileyouwereherelivingyourbestlife.

Shecametomeandkneeleddown.

Aunt:IwasnotlivingmybestlifeLwethumy

brother'sspirithauntedmeforneglectingyouandas

youcanseeIlosteverything.

Me:Whereisyourhusband?

Aunt:Heleftmeforsomeoneelseyouknowhowhe

islike,pleaseforgivemenganekamfowethuIdon't

haveenoughtimeinthisworldplease.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thaveenoughtime?

Aunt:IhavecancerandthedoctortoldmethatI

haveafewmonthstolivepleaseforgivemesoIcan

beabletorestinpeace.

CominghereItoldmyselfthatIwillforgivemyaunt

becausesheistheonlybloodfamilymemberIhave

leftthenwewilltakeitonedayatatimeworkingon

ourrelationshipbutnowthis.

Me:Auntnoyoucan'tdienowIstillneedyouto

makeitouttome.



Aunt:I'mbeingpunishedLwethuforallthethingsI

didtoyou.

Me:ButIforgiveyou.

Aunt:Youdo?

Thatcameoutasawhisper.

Ilookedatmypillarofstrengthandhenodded.

Me:YesIdopleasedon'tdie.

Iwasnowholdingherhandscrying.

Sbani:Mahwecangetyouallthehelpyouneedif

youallowus.

Aunt:AndIappreciatethatwithallmyheartbut

pleaseletmerestLwethuIcanneverlivewith

myselfafterallthatIhavedone.

Me:ButIwantyoutolive.

Aunt:Ican'tLwethu.

Me:Noyoucan'tdothattomeifyouwantmetobe

happyyouwillallowustohelpyou.

Aunt:Ihavesufferedenoughthepainisunbearable



pleaseletmego.

Thenitwasitshestartedhavingseizureswetook

hertothehospitalbutshewasgone,Iknowyou

maythinkI'mafoolbutIdidn'twanthertodie.I

wantedhertolivebuttherewasnothingIcoulddo

thantoacceptitandmoveon.

Now

Me:Isiwhyareyourunningwhoischasingyou?

Sheclosedthedoorandsatonmybed.

Me:Okayyouarescaringmewhat'sgoingon,I

thoughtyouwereatschool.

WearebothstudyingatUKZNandwestayherenot

atres.

Isipho:IhadtoskipclassIwasn'tfeelingwell.

Me:Okaydidyougotothedoctor?

Isipho:NoUhmmIthinkI'myouknow.



Me:NoIdon'tknow.

Isipho:UrggThandoyoucanbeslowattimes.

Shetookoutfoursealedpregnanttests.

Me:Isinono.

Isipho:IknowIthinkI'mpregnantBhutiisgoingto

killme.

Me:IthoughtyouandSphewerenotdoingthedeed.

Isipho:WewereUhmmImeanweare.

Me:Okaylet'snotpanicjustdothetestsandlet's

seewhattheysay.

Isipho:Whatiftheycomeoutpositive?

Me:Justdothem.

Shewenttothebathroompanicking,hubbyisgoing

tokillthisoneandthehardestthingisthatwedon't

keepanysecretsfromhimbecauseheseesthings

beforewedo,ifIsiispregnantIbethealready

knows.Hewenttotheriverandheendedupstaying

thereforawholemonthnotfivedaysweallthought

hewasnevercomingoutbuthedidandeverything



isfinenow.

Isipho:Thando.

Isishoutedfromthebathroom.

Me:So?

Isipho:PleasecheckthemformeI'mscared.

Itookthemallandtheywereallpositive.

Me:UhmmIsi.

Isipho:Theyarepositivearen'tthey?

Me:YesI'msorrybabes.

Isipho:BhutiuzongibulalaThando(heisgoingtokill

me).

Shestartedcrying.

Me:Pleasecalmdownyoucan'tbecryinglikethis

whilepregnant.

Shejustlookedatmeandcriedmore.

Me:Isiphoplease.

Isipho:Maybehealreadyknowsohmygoshwhat

amIgoingtodo.



Me:Heisgoingtobeangryyesbuthewillcalm

down.

Isipho:WetalkedaboutthisandIpromisedhimthat

IwillnotgetpregnantwhileI'mstillatschoolandhe

askedifIwashavingsexwithSpheandIsaidno.

Me:It'sgoingtobefine.

Itookhertomybedandshefellasleep,Iwent

downstairsandMamzowasthere.

Me:Mamawehardlyseeyouinthishouseit'slike

youfoundyourselfaman.

Shelaughed.

Mamzo:HayiThandoI'mactuallyonmywayout.

Me:Sowhoishe?

Mamzo:HayimahnThandoI'mnotyourfriend.

Me:Areyoublushing?

Shehitmewithatowel.

Mamzo:Youwon'tbelaughinglikethatwhenSbani

askyouwhyyoudidn'ttellhimthatIsiispregnant.



Me:Waityouknow?

Mamzo:NgimdalaminaThando(I'mold).

Me:Pleasestaysothatyouwilltalktohimforus.

Mamzo:NoIcan'tkeepmymanwaiting.

Me:Shisamama"yourman".

Webothlaughed.

Me:WaitletmegowithyouIwanttogoseehubby

inhisoffice.

Mamzo:Youwanttobribehimwithyourvagina.

Me:Haamama.

Irantomyroomtofreshenup,Ilovetheway

Mamzotreatsusit'slikeweareallherchildrenno

favouritismwhat'ssoever.

Me:Wecango.

Mamzo:Ibetthere'salingerieunderneaththatdress.

Welaughedandshedroppedmeoffattheoffice.

IwentstraighttohisofficebecausehisPAwasnot

there.



Me:Knockknock.

Sbani:Comein.

Me:Hubby.

Sbani:Wifey.

Wekissed.

Sbani:WhatdidIdotodeservethisbecauseI

alwayshavetobegyoutocometomyoffice.

Me:ImissedyouandIboughtyoulunch.

Sbani:ThankyouasifyouknewmyPAcalledinsick

soIhavenoonetobuymefood.

Me:AndIboughtyoudesert.

Iloweredmydressandshowedmylingerie,yes

Mamzowasrightsodon'tlookatmelikethat.

Sbani:UhmmThandomarn.

Iwasnowsittingonhislap.

Me:Don'tmindmejusteat.

Ikneeledbetweenhislegsandremovedhisbeltthen

iputmyhandsinsidehimandtookouthismanhood.



Iputthetipinmymouthandhejumped.

Me:Pleasedon'tmove.

Sbani:Thando.

HegroanedmynamebutIcontinuedwithwhatI

wasdoingandhehadstoppedeatinghishands

werenowinmyhead,hecameinmymouthandI

swallowed.Heliftedmeupandputmeonhisdesk

andstartedkissingmefrommymouthdowntomy

breasts.

Me:Sba..ahh.

Hewentdowntillhewasonmyvagina,mylingerie

wasalreadyonthefloortorn.

Heputhistongueonmyvagina.

Sbani:Thandowhydidyoucometomyofficetoday.

Me:IUhmmahhhyes.

Sbani:IaskedyouaquestionThando.

HismouthvibratedonmyclitwhilehetalkedbutI

didn'tanswer.

HeputonefingerthentwofingersandIwentcrazy



histonguewasstillonmyclit.

Sbani:Areyouansweringornot?

Heaskedagaingoinginandoutfast.

Me:IahhhSbaniI'mcumm..

Heslowedhispacedown.

Sbani:Youarenotgoingtocumbeforeyouanswer

myquestion.

Me:Sbaniplease.

Sbani:Pleasewhat?

Heaskedtakingouthisshaftandrubbingitonmy

entrancetotaltorture.

Sbani:uthiwhyareyouhere?

Me:SbaniIahhh.

HeputitinandtookitoutIswearIwantedtocry.

Sbani:Khulumasthandwasam(Talkmylove).

HewasnowgoingindeepIcouldfeelhimonmy

womb,hehititfastanddeep.

Me:Isiphoisahhhyes.



Sbani:Isiphoiswhat?

Me:SheispregnantbabyahhdamnIwasn't

supposetosaythat.

Sbani:Good.

Hesaidgoinginandoutgoshheissogood,we

continuewithourthingandtherestishistory.

Inserttwentyseven

Sbani

LifeisgreatIguessallthestormsarecalmandpass

usnow,ifsomeonetoldmethatrealisingand

embracingyourgiftwasthiswonderfulIwouldn't

haveagreedbutafterIwentundertheoceanIcame

backfeelinglikeIwasbornagainthat'showgreatit

felt.IhavehelpedafewpeopleandI'mstillgoingto

continuedoingso,thebusinessesarenowupand

runningandweopenedotherbranchessoeachone

ofusownsacompanyexceptforthegirlsbecause

theyarestillstudyingatleastthat'swhatIthought



beforeIsigotpregnant.Iknewthedaytheymade

thatbabythatshewasgoingtogetpregnantbut

there'snothingIwouldhavedone.

AfterourlittlesessionThandofellasleepinmy

officebutnowweareinmycargoinghomesince

I'mdoneworking,she'snottalkingtomebecauseI

madehertellmethatIsiispregnantIdon'tknow

howImadeherdoitbutsheissayingIdid.

Me:Soyounotgoingtotalktome?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Thandolwam.

Thando:Isiisgoingtokillme.

Me:Soyouweren'tgoingtotellmeifitwasn'tformy

deepstrokes.

Thando:ThisisnotajokeHlase.

Me:NamI'mnotjokingwifeyI'maskingyouwhen

wereyougoingtotellme?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:AwusakhulumiThandolwethu(Youcan'ttalk



now).

SheknowsI'mgettingpissedwhenIcallherthat.

Thando:UhmmIwasgoingtotellyou.

Me:Ifyouweregoingtotellmethenwhyareyou

angrythatIknowhuh.

Thando:It'sjustthatIsiwassupposetotellyou

herself.

Me:Andwhatwereyousupposetodokeepita

secret?

Thando:YesImeannoI'msorryokay.

Me:Uphakamiselabaniizwi(Whoareyouraising

yourvoiceto).

Thando:I'msorryHlase.

Me:It'sfineveleIalreadyknew.

IpassedbyMcDonalddrivethru.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Thando:NothingI'mnothungry.

Me:UfunasixabaneyiniThandolwam?



Sheorderedforeveryone,IknowyouallthinkI'm

beingharshbutIhatebeingliedtoandsheknowsit.

Idrovetillwegothome.

Thando:Pleasedon'ttellIsithatItoldyou.

Ichuckledsheliterallywantedtocry.

Me:Iwon'twifeyrelax.

Wegotinsidethehouseandtheywereplayingvideo

games.

Me:Youguysgood?

Theynoddednotevenpayingattentiontome,Iwent

totheroomtofreshenupwhilewifeywenttothe

kitchenafterIwasdoneIwentbacktotheothers.

Sims:HayiAngelyouarecheatingwhyareyou

alwayswinning.

Isipho:BecauseIlearntfromthebest.

Shesaidlookingatmeandsmiling,Iloveherso

muchbutsheisgrowingtoofast.

Thando:Foodisready.



Weallgatheredaroundthetable.

TJ:Mamzoisnotaroundagain.

Me:Sheiswithherman.

Theyalllookedatme.

Me:What?It'sthetruth.

Sims:WhoisheIthinkIneedtoseehim.

Me:Shewilltelluswhensheisready.

Sims:Mxm.

Sphetookabiteonhisburgerandrantothe

bathroom,Isilookedatmethenlookeddown.

TJ:What'supwithhim?

Weallshruggedourshoulders,Sphecameback

lookingallsick.

Me:Areyouokaybafo.

Sphe:Idon'tknowIhavebeenfeelinglikethistoday

andIhaven'tate.

TJ:Youneedtoseeadoctor.

Me:Doctorforwhatungaguli(Whenyounotsick).



IsiphoandThandochokedontheirdrinksandweall

lookedatthem.

Sims:Talkwhat'sgoingon?

Theylookedateachother.

Me:AreyouguystalkingorshouldI?

Them:Uhmmnoarghyes.

Sphe:Nithini?

Isipho:BhutiI'msorry.

Me:Forwhat?

Thando:ComeonSbaniyoualreadyknow.

Me:HowdoIknowdidyoutellme?

ThandolookedatIsi.

Isipho:NoThandoyoudidn't.

Thando:I'msorryIsiyourbrothermademetellhimI

didn'tmeanto.

Isipho:Didheforce?

Thando:NoheUhmmI'msosorryIsi.



Isipho:YoupromisedThando.

TJ:Woawwearestillwaitingtoknowwhatsgoing

on.

Isigoupandattemptedtoleave.

Me:Isiphositdown.

Sims:Bafodon'tshoutather.

Me:Isiphohereispregnant.

Sphe:Isipho.

Isipho:IwasgoingtotellafterIhavetoldmybrother

butThandohereruinedeverything.

Me:Whicheverythingareyoutalkingabout?you

meanthefactthatyouarepregnant.

Isipho:BhutiI'msorryngiyaxolisaHlase.

Sphe:Bafo.

Me:Don'tSphesihledon'twetalkedaboutthisand

youpromisedyouweregoingtowaituntilshe

graduates.

TJ:CalmdownSbaniwhat'sdoneisdonekodwa



nanikewhathappenedtoprotection.

Isipho:I'msorryBhutiTJ.

TJ:It'sokayAngel.

Me:Sinceyouguysaregrownenoughtobuildyour

ownfamilyyouwillhavetofindyourownplace.

Sphe:YouarebeingtoohardonusnowSbani.

Me:Youknockupmysisterandyoustillhavethe

nervetotellmethat,uyajwayelawenaSphe.

Igotupandpunchedwefoughtandeveryonewas

justwatchingus.Whenweweredonewegotup.

Sims:Doyouguysfeelbetternow?

Me:MxmIneedsomeair.

Sphefollowedme.

Sphe:I'msorrybafoitjusthappened.

Me:Isthatsupposetomakemefeelbetter.

Sphe:HayiwhatshouldIdonowkissyou.

Me:Fuckoff.

Sphe:I'mstillshocked.



Me:Areyouhappythough?

Sphe:Overthemoon.

Me:OkayDonald.

Sphe:Mxm.

Me:I'mstillangrybytheway.

Igotupandwentinside,IsiandThandowere

shoutingateachotherupstairs.

TJ:Ididn'texpectthat.

Sims:NeitherdidIbuttheyareinarelationshipand

theyareintimate.

Me:Ireallydon'thaveaproblemwiththeir

relationshipbutIwantedIsitograduatefirstbefore

this.

TJ:Thereisnothingwecandonow,gotalktothem

beforetheykilleachotherandSbanibecalmplease.

Inodded.

Thando



Me:I'msorryIsiIdidn'tmeantotellhimandhe

alreadyknew.

Isipho:Idon'tcareifhealreadyknewornotbutyou

didn'thavetotellhim.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatelsetosaybecauseItoldyou

I'msorry.

Sbani:Whyareshoutingateachotherlikethat?

Us:Thandobrokeasecret,IsiIhavebeen

apologisingforthat.

Sbani:HowamIsupposetohearyouwhenyoutalk

atthesametime?

HeischilledandIdon'tlikeit.

Sbani:Sitdownbothofyou.

Isipho:I'msorryBhutiIknowIdisappointedyou.

Sbani:It'sfinethereisnothingIcandotochangethe

situationsoit'sfine.

Me:I'msorryIsi.



Isipho:It'sfinebutnexttimedon'tletmybrother's

dickcontrolyou.

Sbani:I'mstillhere.

Isipho:Wereyouseriousaboutthrowingusout?

Sbani:Yesangithiyouaregrownnowandyoucan

makebabies.

Isipho:Bhuti.

Sbani:Let'sgoIneedtotalktoyouandSpheabout

thatuglybabyyoucarrying.

Wealllaughed,Sbaniislikeatickingbombreally.

TheyleftandIwenttothebathroomtosmokesome

weedSbanitoldmetoquitsmokingandItoldhimI

did.

IsmokedandwhenIwasdoneIwentbacktomy

bedroomonlytofindSbanisittingonmybed.

Me:UhmmIdidn'tknowyouwerehere.

Sbani:UfuqainsanguThandolwethu(Yousmoke

weednow).

Me:I'msorry.



Sbani:Isthisthelifeyouwantustolive,youlyingto

meallthedamntimeandthenyousaysorry.

Me:Iwasjuststressed.

Sbani:Didn'tyousaythatyouquitsmoking.

Me:IdidImeanItried.

Sbani:Thenwhathappened?

Me:Juststopshoutingatme,justbecauseyou

helpedmeoutdoesn'tmeanyoucontrolme.

Sbani:Wowjustwow.

Me:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.

Hewasalreadygone,noneedtotellmeIknowI'm

stupidverystupid.IjustkeepruiningthingsIdon't

knowwhat'swrongwithme.

IwentdownstairsandIsiandSphewerecuddlingon

thecouch.

Me:DidyouguysseeSbani?

Sphe:Theywentout.

Me:Okaygoodnightthen.



Isipho:Ithoughtyourfriendsfromschoolwere

havingapartyaren'tyougoing.

Me:Iforgotaboutthat.

IwenttotheroomandwhenIwasabouttofall

asleepamessagecamethroughmyphonefrommy

friendatvarsitysayingtheywereoutside.

IhesitatedbutthenIwokeupfreshenupthenwore

averynicedress.

WhenIgotdownstairsIsiandSphewerenotthere

soIsneakedout.

Zane:Ithoughtyouweren'tgoingtocome.

Me:Ifyoudidn'tcomefetchmeIwasn't.

Zane:Getinsidelet'sgo.

Me:Whereisthepartyagain?

Zane:Myboyfriendsplace,whydidn'tbringyour

boyfriend?

Me:Wekindofhadafightearlieron.

Zane:Andyouarehereinsteadofapologising.



Me:Noit'sfinehewillcalmdown.

Shedrovetoherboyfriendsplaceanditwaspacked.

Zane:Weareherelet'sgoIwillintroduceyouto

someofmyfriends.

Shekeptonintroducingme.

Me:Isthatyourboyfriend?

Zane:Yesandthat'shiscousinhe'sapsychopath

pleasestayawayfromhim.

Me:Don'tworryIwill.

Herboyfriendandcousincametous.

Zane:BabethisismyfriendThando,that'sGiftmy

boyfriendandChadhiscousin.

Me:Nicetomeetyouguys.

Gift:SameherecanIstealZaneforasec.

Me:It'sfine.

Zane:FriendrememberwhatItoldyou.

ShewastalkingaboutChad.

Me:Yesfriend.



Chad:NiceeyesThandoandyouarebeautiful.

Me:ThankyouChadexcuseme.

Chad:WhereareyougoingI'mstilltalkingtoyou.

Iswallowedhard.

Me:Iwanttogetsomethingtodrink.

Chad:Iwillcallsomeonetogetussomethingto

drink.

Me:NoIwanttogotalktotheothers.

Heliftedhist-shirtandtherewasagunonhiswaist.

Chad:Ifyoudareshoutyouwilldiesitthefuckdown.

IlookedaroundandZanewasnowheretobefound.

WhatdidIgetmyselfinto.

Inserttwentyeight

Sbani

EarlierwewenttogetsomedrinksbecauseIwas



pissedatThandosometimesIreallythinksheisnot

mysoulmate,shejustdoesn'tgetmeandsheis

disrespectfulasf.

Wearenowinthecargoingbackhomewehave

worktomorrow.

Sims:Don'ttellmeyouarestillpissed?

Me:ThisiswhyIwasneverinseriousrelationships.

TJ:Hayiabafazi(woman).

Me:IjustwanttosleepIhaveaveryimportant

meetingtomorrow.

Sims:Andwearehere.

Wegotinsidethehouse.

TJ:It'ssoquiteIguesseveryoneissleeping,

goodnightgents.

Me:Sobafo.

Iwenttomyroomwearenowusingthesameroom

withThandobutshewasnotthere.Icheckedthe

roomshewasusingbeforestillnotthere.

IwenttoIsipho'sroomshewasnotthere,Ichecked



Sphe'sroomandtheywerewatchingamovie.

Me:Sorrytodisturbyouguysbuthaveyouseen

Thando.

Isipho:ThandoissleepingBhuti.

Me:Ihavecheckedtheroomsbutsheisnothere.

Isipho:Bhutiwhatdoyoumean?

Me:Imeanjustthatakekho.

Theygotoffthebedandwesearchedthehouse.

Sims:What'sgoingonnifunani?(whatareyou

lookingfor).

Sphe:Thando.

Sims:Whereisshe?

Me:Sheisclearlynotinthehouse.

Sims:HayiI'mstartingtogetfedupwiththisgirl.

TJ:WherecouldshebeAngeldidshetellyou

anything?

Isipho:No.

Sphe:Thepartyyoutalkedabout.



Me:Whatparty?

Isipho:Shesaidshewasnotgoingthismeansshe

sneakedout.

Isiphocheckedherphone.

Isipho:Uhmmshemighthavegonetotheparty.

Me:Givemethat.

IscrolleddownonIsipho'sInstagramandthedress

thatThandoiswearingIdon'tevenwanttotalk

aboutit.

Me:WhoisZaneandwhatisshewearing?

Sphe:Letmesee.

Theykeptonpassingthephonetoeachother.

Sims:Idon'tunderstandwhatdoesThandowant

exactly.

Isipho:Bhuticanwepleasefetchher.

Me:NoI'mgoingbacktosleep,Thandosneakedout

anddidn'ttellanyonethismeanssheknowswhat

sheisdoing.



Isipholookedattheguys.

Sims:NoI'mnotgettinginvolved.

TJ:Meneithergoodnightguys.

Sphe:Iloveyoubutlet'sgotosleep.

Isipho:Sphe.

Sphe:Isipholet'sgo.

ShedraggedherfeetandfollowedSphewhileIalso

wenttomyroomtosleep.

Narrated

Chadfoundanemptyroominthehouseandtook

Thandotoit.

Chad:Justrelaxdon'tdoanythingstupidorelseyou

die.

Thandonoddedbuthereyeswereonthegunsince

sheknowshowtoshoot.

Chad:I'mnotgoingtohurtyoulet'sjusthavefun.



Hesaidtakingoutsomeweedandcocaine.

Thando:Yousmokeweed?

Chad:Yesyoudotoo?

Thandothoughtabouttheargumentshehadwith

Sbaniearlierbutthenshenodded.

TheysmokedandkeptonsmokingtillThandowas

toohigh,hetookoffThando'sclothesandhis

clothesmadeThandolayonthebed.Healsolayed

nexttohernakedandtooksomephotosandposted

themonInstagramtaggingThandointheprocess.

YouseeChadisareallypsychopathhestopped

takinghismedsafewdaysagoandhiscousin

doesn'tknow.

Hedidn'tevenrapeThandobutthephotoshetook

wereveryintimateandtheylookedlikearealcouple,

Thandowasnoasleep.ChadputThando'sclothes

onherandthensleptnexttohersmiling.

OntheothersideIsiphowokeupbecauseherwas

beepingnonstopwithnotifications.

SomepeoplefromVarsityweresharingthephotos,



shetookherphoneandcouldn'tbelievehereyesshe

rantothebathroomtowashherfacebecauseof

shock.

Isipho:Thandowhathaveyoudonenono.

ShetriedcallingThando'sphonebutitwentstraight

onvoicemail.

Sphe:Babeareyouokay?

Isipho:YesI'mfine.

Shehidherphoneandwentbacktothebedroom.

Sphe:Iseverythingokay.

Shethoughtaboutlyingbutthentheyweregoingto

seethephotosbecausetheywerealloversocial

media.

Isipho:Pleasedon'tfreakout.

Shesaidshowinghimthephotos.

Sphe:Whatthehellisthis?

Isipho:Idon'tknow.

Sphe:Isiphodon'tlietomeisThandocheatingon



Sbani.

Isipho:Idon'tknow.

Sphe:Sbanidoesn'tdeservethislet'sgotoTJ

maybehecantakeoutthisphotosbeforeSbani

seesthem.

TheywentoutoftheirroomandheardTJandSims

talkinginthekitchen.

Sims:Morninglovebirds.

Sphe:Guysthere'snotimeforthatlook.

HeshowedthemthephotosandTJdroppedhis

bowlofcereal.

TJ:Whatintheworldisthis?

Isipho:Canyoudosomethingbeforemybrothersee

them.

TJ:PeoplearesharingthemsoIcan'tevenifItried.

Theyallsatdown.

Sims:Sbaniisgoingtoloseit.

TJ:Nooffensebuthedoesn'tdeservethis.



Sphe:That'sexactlywhatIsaid.

Isipho:DoyouthinkweshouldtellhimImeanheis

goingtofreakonustooifwedon't.

Sims:Hehasaveryimportantmeetingtodaywe

can'truinthat.

Sbani:Ruinwhat?Morningfamily.

Sphe:Youlookhappy.

Sbani:That'sbecauseIam.

Theylookedateachother.

Isipho:GoodluckBhutionyourmeeting.

Sbani:ThanksAngel.

TJ:IsThandoback?

Sbani:IdonotknowandIdon'tcare,shedoesas

shepleasessolet'sleaveherlikethat.

Hisphonerang.

Sbani:NoIhaven'tcheckedmyphone.

Theylookedateachotheragain.

Sbani:OkayIwillcheckitrightnow.



Sims:UhmmSbaniIwouldn'tdothatifIwereyou.

Sbani:Why?

TJtookhisphonefromhim.

Sbani:TJwhatthehellman.

TJ:NothingIwanttochecksomething.

Sbani:IsiphocanIuseyourphone.

Isipho:NoBhuti.

Sbani:Whatdoyoumeanno?

Isipho:Imeanmybatteryisdead.

Sbani:ReallyIsiyouwerejustusingitrightnowso

don'tletmerepeatmyselfgivemethatphone.

Sphe:Isiphodon't.

Sbani:Okaywhat'sgoingon?

Them:Nothing.

Sims:Justeatmanyougoingtobelateforyour

meeting.

Sbani:NoTJbringbackmyphonenow.



HeroaredandTJgavehimhisphone,andthere

wereendlessnotificationscomingthrough.

Sbani:WhatinthenameoftheLordisthis?

Sims:Wetoldyounottotouchyourphone.

Sbani:Isipho!

Isipho:Ididn'tknowIswearBhuti.

Sbani:Doyouknowthisguy?

Isipho:NoIdon't.

Sbani:Okayit'sfineI'mgoingtoworknow.

TJ:Bafo.

Sbani:NoI'mnotgoingtodoanythingit'sherchoice

soit'sfineyouguysshouldalsogetreadyforwork

andIsiphoattendyourclasses.

Heleftthemthere.

Sphe:Whatwasthat?

Sims:SbaniismostdangerouswhenheiscalmI

don'tlikethis.

TJ:Let'shopehewon'tdoanythingdrastic.



Theyallwenttotheirroomstogetreadyforwork.

Thandowokeupwithherheadpoundingnoteven

rememberingwhathappenedyesterday,shegotup

andZaneandGiftwerelookingatherwithpity.

Thando:Guysdon'ttellmeIslepthere.

Zane:Youdidfriend.

Thando:IneedtogohomeI'msuretheyareworried

sickaboutme.

Gift:Thandopleaseslowdown.

Thando:Why?

Zane:Youcan'tgooutsidejustyet.

Thando:Whatdoyoumean?

Zanetookoutherphoneandshowedherthephotos.

Thando:NonoisthisInstagram?

Gift:YesI'msorry.

Thando:I'masgoodasdead,whereisChad?How

canhedothistome?



Gift:ChadleftThandohewentbacktotheStateshe

doesn'tstayhere.

Thando:Ohhnonodidheohgoshnoo.

Zane:Pleasecalmdownhedidn'trapeyou.

Thando:HowdoyouknowthatZanehow?

Gift:BecausewecheckedtheCCTVcameraand

saweverythingthathappened.

Thando:I'mgoingtoloseeverything,myfamilyand

theloveofmylife.HowcanIbesostupid.

Zane:Atleastwehavethefootagetheywillseethat

youdidnothingwrong.

Thando:Idideverythingwrongbycominghere,you

shouldn'thavefetchedme.

Zane:Sonowit'smyfault.

Thando:NoI'msorryfriend.

Zane:ItoldyoutostayawayfromChadnothatI'm

blamingyoubutItoldyou.

Thando:IknowI'msorrypleasetakemehome.



Gift:Isuggestwedoitlaterbecausenowpeopleare

waitingforyoutocomeoutthesephotosare

everywhere.

Zane:PleasetrysleepingfriendIwillwakeyouup

later.

Thandotriedsleepingbutshecouldn't,shekepton

tossingandturning.

Shefeltsomeoneshakingher.

Thando:Idon'tevenknowwhenIslept.

Zane:It'sgoodthatyouwereabletosleep.

Thando:Isittimetogo?

Zane:Yesfriendtakewearthesetracksuits.

Thando:I'msoscared.

Shesaidwearingtheclothes.

Zane:Iknowyouarelet'shopeitwillgowell.

Thandonoddedwithtearsstreamingdownherface,

theywenttothecarandGiftdrovetothehouse.

ItwasawfullyquietbutThandocouldn'tcontrolher



tearstheywerejuststreamingdown.

Gift:Wearehere.

Theywentinsidethehouseeveryonewasbackand

theywereplayingcards.

TJ:Thandowhatareyoudoinghere?

Gift:ShobafethuitwasnotThando'sfault,my

cousinissickandheistheonewhotookthose

photoswhileThandowassleeping.

Sbani:Sothat'sthestoryyoudecidedtofooluswith.

Zane:Nowehavethefootageclippleasewatchit.

Isiphobroughtherlaptopthentheywatched.

Sims:Youcanleavenowthankyouforbringingher

home.

Zane:Byefriendgoodluck.

TheyleftandThandowasstilljuststandingthere.

TJ:Aren'tyougonnasitdownmissparty.

Thandosatdown.

Sphe:SoThandowhydidyousneakout.



Thando:Ididn'twanttowakeyouguysup.

Isipho:Didhehurtyou?

Thando:NoandI'msorryIdidn'tmeanforthisto

happen.

Sbani:Didheforceyoutosmoke?

Thandonoddedno.

Sbani:Khulumamarn(Talk).

Sims:Bafocalmdown.

Sphe:TalkThando.

Thando:Nohedidn't.

TJ:Ithoughtyouquitsmoking.

Thando:Itwasjustaonceoffthing.

Sbanilookedatherandchuckled.

Sbani:Aonceoffwhileyouweresmokingearlieron

inourroom.

Theothers:What?

Thandowasjustcrying.



TJ:Imanagedtotakedownyourphotosand

threatenedtosueanyonewhosharesthem.

Thando:Thankyou.

Sphe:Butpeoplewillalwaysseeyouasthatgirlwho

trendedonsocialmedia.

Isipho:Idon'tevenknowwhattosayThando.

Sbani:Thandoarewenottreatingyouright?Areyou

unhappy?Areyounotsatisfiedwithallthatyouhave

now?Huh.

Thando:IamI'msosorryIdon'tknowwhatcame

overme.

Shekneeleddownandtouchedsbani.

Sbani:Don'tyoudaretouchme,I'mgoingtosleep.

EveryonewenttotheirbedroomsleavingThando

cryingonthefloor.

Inserttwentynine

Sbani



Lifeworksinitsownwaywemaythinkthatwegot

everythingundercontrolbutno,Ididn'tsleeplast

nightIkeptonturningandtossingthinkingofthings

wemayhavedonetotreatThandobadormaybe

shefeelslikeaprisonerinthishouseIdon'tknow.

Iwakeupandgotomyhuttotalktomyparents

maybetheyhaveabetterexplanationforthis.

Me:Khoza,Bhovungane,Mlilo,Hlase

Baba,mamaamandlawamaqhumukakimi

ngikhanyiseleni.

Voice:Sbanimoveoutofthehouse.

Me:Babano.

Voice:Itwillonlybetemporaryandforthebest,give

Thandosometimetothinkaboutwhatshewants.

Me:ThisismyhomeI'mnotgoinganywhere.

Voice:Sbaniliveyourlifeeversinceyoufound

Thandoyouwereconvincedsheistheonewithout

evengettingtoknoweachotherpleasemysonjust



moveout.

Me:Mama.

Voice:ListentoyourfathermfanawamifThandois

theoneyouguyswillfindyourwaybacktoeach

other.

Me:Butit'snotfair.

Voice:Sbanisamakhoza.

Me:Hlase.

ThenitwasquiteandIknewtheyweregone,Thando

messesupandI'msupposetopaytheprice.Howdo

IeventellmyfamilythatI'mmovingoutjusttogive

Thandosometimeinmyhome.

IleavethehutandgotothekitchenonlytofindTJ

sittingthere.

Me:Bafo.

TJ:Mfethu.

Me:Whyareyouawakethisearly?

TJ:It's7:00it'snotthatearlyandIhaveameeting.



Me:Ithoughtwedon'tgotoworkonmyFridays.

TJ:Iwillcomebackearlyit'simportant.

Me:Okaythen.

TJ:What'supwithyou?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

TJ:SbaniIknowyousooutwithit.

Me:Myparentstoldmetomoveoutofthehouse.

TJ:Moveoutbutwhy?

Me:TogiveThandosomespace.

TJ:GiveThandosomespacemyfootyounotgoing

anywhere.

Me:Idon'twanttobutIhavetobecausewecan't

kickThandooutofthehouse.

TJ:Whynot?

Me:Shehasnowheretogoman.

TJ:Thisisnotfair.

Me:Theytoldmetolivealittle.



TJ:Iagreewiththemonthatone.

Me:Ofcosyoudo.

Welaughed.

TJ:Wherewillyoustay?

Me:Iwillusetheotherhouse.

TJ:Thisissomemessedupshit.

Me:Iknowmanletsmakebreakfastsinceweare

awakeandmaybeitwillsofteneveryoneelse's

hearts.

TJ:Yeahmanletsdoit.

Wemadebreakfastwhiletalkingandlaughing.

Sims:Youguysmadebreakfast?

Me:Yeswhyareyousurprised?

Sims:Youknowit'sunlikeyou.

TJ:Mxmwhatever.

Sphe:Itsmellsniceinhere.

Sims:Guesswhomadebreakfast?



Sphe:Noway,youguysactuallymadethisbreakfast

oryouorderedit.

Me:Justsitdownandeat.

Isipho:Morningbrothers.

Me:Angelhowareyou?

Isipho:FineBhutiwhereisThando?

Me:Idon'tknowcanweeatnow.

WeallhadbreakfastandwhenweweredoneSims

andSphecollectedthedishes.

TJ:GuysIhaveanearlymeeting.

Sims:OnFriday?

TJ:YesIwillbebackbeforeyouknowit.

Me:UhmmcanyouguyssitdownIwanttotalkto

you.

Sphe:Ibetthisiswhyyoumadebreakfast.

Me:I'mmovingout.

Isipho:Movingouthow?

Sims:Whatdoyoumean?



Me:MyparentstoldmetogiveThandosomespace.

Sphe:Space?

Me:YesIdon'tknowhowtoexplainitbuttheysaid

it'sbestifImoveout.

Isipho:Bhutino.

Me:Iwillbefewblocksawayandyouguyswillcome

visit.

Sims:Whycan'twejustkickThandoout.

Me:Youguysknowthatshehasnooneexceptus

soIhavenochoice.

Isipho:I'mgoingwithyou.

Me:IsiphonopleasestayhereThandoisgoingto

needyouaround.

Isipho:Butyouaremybrotherandyouneedme

more.

Me:I'moldenoughtotakecareofmyselfyouknow

that.

SimsandIsiphojustlefttheroomleavingmewith

Sphe.



Me:Saysomething.

Sphe:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Me:Don'ttellmeyouaregoingtocry,I'mnotgoing

overseasIwillbehere.

Sphe:Ijustthinkthisisnotfairyoudon'tdeserve

anyofthis.

SphehasalwaysbeenmybestfriendsoI

understandwhyhefeelsthisway.

Me:Ididn'tknowyoulovemelikethatareyousure

younotgay?

Welaughed.

Sphe:FusegSbani.

Me:IneedtodothisformyselfsoIcanbeableto

thinkthingsthrough,livemylifewithoutworrying

aboutThando.Afterallthathappenedwehaven't

beenlivingourlifewehavebecometooseriousand

Ithinkit'stimeweletloosealittle.

Sphe:Youarerightmanletshittheclublater.

Me:ShocaseIloveyouman.



Sphe:IloveyoutooBafoletmecheckonmybaby

momma.

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouimpregnatedmysister.

Sphe:LetitgoSbanihayi.

HesaidgoingtohisroombumpingtoThando.

Thando:Isitoldmeyouaremovingout.

Me:YesIam.

Thando:Isitbecauseofme.

Me:NoI'mjustgivingyousometimetothinkabout

whatyouwant.

Thando:Pleasedon'tgoIwillmoveout.

Me:UyephiThandousufunaukubaiphara?(Andgo

whereThandoyouwanttobeajunkie?).

Thando:I'msorrySbaniIreallydon'tknowwhat's

goingonwithme.

Me:That'swhyI'mgivingyoutimetofindout.

Thando:Whataboutus?

Me:Idon'tknowlet'smaybetakeabreak.



Thando:I'msorryIreallydidn'tmeantohurtyou.

Me:YetyoudidThandolwethujusttakethistimeto

findyourself,thinkaboutwhatmatterstoyouand

focusonyourfuture.

Thando:Okaythankyou.

Me:Don'tyouhaveaclasstoday?

Thando:IdobutIcan'tgopeoplewillbelaughingat

me.

Me:Gotoschoolyourfirststepinallthisistoface

theworldsothatpeoplewillforgetaboutthose

photos.

Thando:But...

Me:NobutsThandolwethuImaybemovingoutbutI

willstillmonitoryouatschool.

Ileftherthereandwenttomyroommaybethisis

forthebest.

Thando



IsatonthecouchandcriedIreallyruinedthingsthis

timeandthebestwaytofixthisistoworkonmyself.

Igetupandeatthengotomyroomtopreparefor

myclassI'mnotreadyforthis.

Isipho:Areyouhappynow?

Me:Youcan'tjustbargeintomyroomlikethisIsi.

Isipho:Mybrotherismovingoutbecauseofyou.

Me:IknowandI'msorry.

Isipho:FixthispleasejustfixitThandolwethu.

Shesaysandleave.

Idon'twantSbanitomoveoutbutmaybethisisfor

thebest,weneedsometimeapartsothatwecan

knowwhatwereallywant.

AfterI'mdoneIcallanUberanditdropsmeat

school,assoonasIenterthegateIcanfeelthe

staresonmybackandIcanfeelthemwhispering

othersevenpointingatme.Iturnmybacktoleave

butIhearZanecallingmyname.

Zane:Friendpleasejuststaydon'tmindthem.



Tearsarealreadyfallingfrommyeyes.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcandothis.

Zane:Iknowyoucan,Idon'tknowhowthismakes

youfeelbutIcanimagine.

Me:Okaylet'sgotoclass.

Allthewaytoclasspeoplewerepointingatmeand

laughing,guyswerebusywhistlingtellingmehow

sexyIlookedinthosepictures.

Zane:Thandopleasedon'tmindthem.

Me:Easyforyoutosay.

Zane:Don'tbitemyheadoff.

Me:SorryZaneIjust...

Zane:IknowfriendIknowsopleasestopcrying.

Wegotintoclassandwewerekindoflateso

everyonehadsettleddownsoyoucanimaginethe

waytheywerestaringatme.

Someguy:Thandowearehavingapartyatmyplace

lateroncanyoupleasecomeandentertainus.



Zane:Thandodon'tmindhim.

Lecturer:Settledown.

Wesatdownbutnoneofthemconcentrated

especiallytheguystheywerealllookingatme.

Me:ZaneI'mleaving.

Zane:Don'tletthemgettoyouplease.

Igetupandrunoutsidecryingwhiletheguyswere

whistling.

Afterafewminutesthelecturercametomeoutside.

Lecturer:Sohowlongwillyourun?

Ididn'tknowhowtoanswerthatsoIkeptquiet.

Lecturer:LookIalsosawthosephotosandIdon't

knowwhathappenedbutIknowit'snotyourfault,

youwouldn'thaveaskedthatguytopostthem

knowingwhatitwilldotoyousonowwipethose

tearsandlet'sgetbackinthere.

Me:Ican't.

Lecturer:Iwillgiveyoutimetocalmdown.



Inoddedandsatthereforawhilethengotback

inside.

Lecturer:Thandocomehere,Iwantyoutostand

hereandmakethemunderstanditwasn'tyourfault.

Me:NoIcan'tdothat.

Lecturer:CanyoualllistenThandohassomethingto

say.

Me:UhmmIknowyouallthinkit'smyfaultbuttrust

meit'snot,Iwenttothatpartytoenjoymyself.I'm

notblamingthatguyforthefactthatIsmokedweed

butIblamehimforputtingsomethinginmyweed

thatmademeweakandsleepy.Someofyouthink

heismyboyfriendbutheisnotandI'mluckyhe

didn'trapeme,hetookthosephotoswithoutmy

knowledgeandpostedthemwithoutmyknowledge.

I'mashamedtofacetheworldbecauseofwhathe

didtomebutitwasn'tmyfaultsopleasedon't

blamemeanddon'tthinkthatI'maslutbecauseI'm

not.Ladiespleasebecarefulwhenyougotoparties

it'snotsafeImayhavebeenluckybutsomeofyou

maynotbe.



Lecturer:ThankyouThandoandIhopeeverythingis

clearedifsomeoneharassesyouaboutthose

photosyouhaveeveryrighttoreportthem.

Me:Thankyou.

Zane:Youdidgreatfriend.

IsmiledandsatdownIcan'tlieIwasfeelingalot

better,peoplewerestillstaringatmebutIdidn't

carebecausetheynowknowthetruth.

Wegotoutofclassandwenttoeat.

Zane:Sohowarethingsathome?

Me:BadfriendSbaniismovingoutandeveryone

elseisjustignoringme.

Zane:Justfocusonyourselfandearningtheirtrust

againtheywillcomearoundyouwillsee.

Me:IhopesobecauseIlovethemandtheyarethe

onlyfamilyIhave.

Zane:Doyouwanttocometomyplacetodaywe

willcatchamovieandjustchill.

Me:NofriendIwillpassthankyou.



Zane:OkayGiftisherelet'sgowewilldropyouoff.

Me:Okayletsgo.

Weleftandtheydroppedmeoffatthehouse.

Igotinsidethehouseandtherewasnooneitwas

justtooquietsoIdecidedtocallanUberandgosee

mytherapisthopingtocatchherbecauseit'sFriday.

Me:Isdocstillinside?

PA:YesThandohaven'tseenyouinawhile.

Me:Ihavebeenaround.

PA:Youcangothroughbecausethereisnoone.

Iwentthroughtotheoffice.

Me:Knockknock.

Therapist:Comein.

Me:DocgladIcaughtyou.

Therapist:Thandoit'sbeenawhile.

Me:Iknowdoc.

Therapist:Youcansitdown.



Isatdownonthefloor.

Therapist:Thewayyouaresittingtellsmethatthis

isnotafriendlyvisit.

Me:NoItakeityousawthephotos.

Therapist:YesIdidhowareyoufeeling?

Me:Idon'tknowreally,Ididn'ttellanyonethatIwas

goingtothatpartyIsneakedoutandthat'snotlike

meIdon'tknowwhat'shappening.

Therapist:Areyoupasteverythingthathappenedin

thepast?

Me:Ithinkso.

Therapist:Idon'twantyoutothinkIwantyoutobe

sure.

Me:I'mstillnotusedbeingaroundpeoplewhocare

thatmuchformeandsometimesIdothingswithout

thinkingthemthrough.

Therapist:Ifyouarenotcarefulyouwilllose

everythingThando.

Me:AndIdon'twantthat,that'swhyI'mpreparedto



workonmyself.

Therapist:Let'sdothiscomebackandstartyour

sessionswithmethenIwillhelpyoubeyouagainis

thatfine.

Me:Yesdocthankyou.

Therapist:I'mleavingnowIcangiveyoualift.

Me:Okayit'sfine.

Iwaitedforhertofinishwhatshewasdoingandwe

left.Ireallywanttoworkonmyselfanddiscover

whatI'mmostpassionateaboutsoIcangetmy

familyback.

Insertthirty

It'sbeenamonthsinceSbanileftthehousehe

doesn'tvisitonlytheothersvisithimsothismeansI

haven'tseenhimforawhile,Ican'tlieImisshima

lotbeingawayfromhimmademerealisehowmuch

Ilovehim.I'mdoingmuchbetternowthetherapyis

reallyhelpingitmademerealisethatIhadn'thealed

fullybutI'mstillfocusingonmyself.



Zaneiscomingtothehousetodaywehavesome

fewnotestogothroughsoIwakeupandgotothe

kitchen.

Sims:ThandoheyIthoughtIwastheonlyoneinthe

house.

Me:Ithoughtsotoo,aren'tyousupposetobeat

work?

Sims:I'mnotfeelingwellsoIdecidedtoworkfrom

home.

Me:Pecksofbeingyourownboss.

Sims:Ofcosaren'tyousupposetobeatthecampus?

Me:Nomyfriendiscomingoverwehaveafew

notestogothrough.

Sims:Okaythen.

WethenkeptquietIguesswedidn'tknowwhatelse

tosaysincewehaven'ttalkedinawhiletheywereall

stillavoidingme.

Me:I'mmakingbreakfastdoyouwantsome?

Sims:Uhmmsure.



Istartedwithbreakfast.

Us:Sohowareyou?How'sSbani?

Welaughed.

Me:Okayyougofirst.

Sims:Howhaveyoubeen?Thetherapisttoldusyou

areattendingagain.

Me:I'mmuchbetternowI'mactuallygoodthe

sessionsarereallyhelpingmeout.

Sims:That'sgood.

Me:UhmmhowisSbani?

Sims:Heisfine.

Me:That'sgreat.

Sims:Youmisshimdon'tyou?

Me:EverydaybutI'mgladhegavemetimetowork

onmyself.

Sims:OkayI'mgladyouareokay.

Inodded,IwaskindofdisappointedIexpectedhim

tosaySbanimissesmetoobuthedidn't.



HewenttohisroomwhileIfinishedmaking

breakfast,afterIwasdoneIdishedoutfortheboth

ofus.

Me:Rightontimelet'seat.

Sims:Thankyou.

Weareinthekitchenbecauseitwasjustthetwoof

us.

Me:Wherearetheothers?

Sims:TJisatworkthenSpheandIsiwenttothe

doctor.

Me:Iseverythingokaywiththebaby?

Sims:Yesjustregularcheckups.

Me:Okaythat'sgood.

Someoneknocked.

Me:Iwillopen.

ItwasZane.

Zane:FriendIknowit'sstillearlybutIsleptatGifts

housesohedroppedmeheresincehewasgoingto



work.

Me:Noit'sfineyoucancomein.

Iledhertothekitchen.

Sims:Thandowhowasthat?

Heturnedandlookedatus,thewayhelookedat

Zane.

Me:SimsthisisZanemyfriendyoumetherthatday

butmaybeyoudon'tremember,ZanethisisSims

oneofmybrother's.

Idon'tthinktheyheardmetheywerebothjust

staringateachother.

Me:Guys.

Ishouted.

Sims:Uhmmexcuseme.

Herantotheroom.

Me:Friendwhatwasthat?

ShewasstillstaringatthepassagewhereSims

disappeared.



Me:Zane.

Zane:Uhmmsorryfriendwhatdidyousay?

Me:Whatwasthat?

Zane:Whatwaswhat?

Me:Don'tdothatyouguyswereliterallyundressing

eachotherwithyoureyes.

Zane:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Me:HaiboZaneyoulikehimdon'tyou?

Zane:Iseeyoumadebreakfastit'slikeyouknewI'm

famished.

Me:Heehyouchangingthesubjectnow.

Zane:Whoishe?

Me:ButIintroducedyoutohim.

Zane:Ididn'thearyouokay.

Me:That'sSims.

Zane:Uhmmokay.

Me:OhnofriendyoulikehimIcanfeelyour

heartbeatfromhere.



Zane:Justshutupandlet'seat.

Me:Letmedishupforyou.

Zane:Noit'sfineIwilleatfromhisplate.

Ilaughedsohardwhenpeopletalkaboutloveatfirst

sightdotheymeanwhatIhavejustwitnessed.

Me:HambaZanekaGift.

Zane:Mxm.

Me:Giftisgoingtokillyou.

Zane:Let'sdropitplease,sodidyoutalktoSbani

aboutyourbusinessIdea?

Me:NoI'mjustscaredtofacehimaftereverything

youknow.

Zane:Butfriendyoucan'tavoidhimforever.

Me:IknowIwilltalktohim.

Simscamedownstairsalldressedup.

Me:Ithoughtyouwereworkingfromhome?

Sims:UhmmsomethingcameupI'mgoingtosee

Sbani.



Me:CanyousitdownIwanttorunsomethingbyyou.

Zane:ThandoIwillbeinyourroom.

Me:Okayfriend.

Sims:Whoisshe?

Me:HaiboIthoughtIintroducedyouguystoeach

otherbutseemslikeyoudidn'thearme,that'sZane

myfriend.

Sims:Irememberseeingherthatday.

Me:Whendidyoustartstutteringwhenyoutalk.

Sims:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Me:Youlikeherdon'tyou?

Sims:Thandoifyoudon'ttalkI'mleaving.

Ilaughed.

Me:Iwanttoopenacentreforwomanwhoare

abusedsoIneedsomeonewhowillsponsormeso

thatIwillbeabletobuyorrentabuilding.

Sims:OkayIwilltotalktotheguys,bye.

Me:Youliterallyhaveabonerbyjustlookingather.



Sims:Leavemealoneandbye.

Me:ByesayhitoSbaniforme.

HeleftandIcleanedthekitchenthenwenttomy

room.

Zane:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:Don'ttellmeyouhadanorgasmbyjustlooking

athim.

Zane:Whyareyousayingthat?

Me:Theboxofwipersnexttoyou.

Zane:Leavemealone.

Me:HaiboweZane.

ThisisliterallythecutestthingIhaveeverseen.

Zane:Fuseg.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Isaidgoingtoshowerinthebathroom.

Sims



I'mnotsomeonewhofallsinlovemaybethere'sonly

onegirlIhavelovedmyentirelife,Ijustsmashand

passbuttodaythewaymyheartwasbeatingIdon't

know.SeingZanemademymindstopfunctioning

forawhilesheisbeautiful,hereyes,herlipsgosh

everythingaboutherisjustperfectisthisloveat

firstsight?Idon'tknowbutallIknowisthatyena

Ungowami.

IgettoSbani'sofficewithoutknocking.

Sbani:SimbongilemarnwhatifIwasbusy.

Me:Wellyouarenotbusy.

Sbani:Aren'tyousupposetobeinbedIthoughtyou

weresick?

Me:IwasUhmmImeanIam.

Sbani:Whichiswhichexactlyandpleasesitdown.

Me:OkayI'mstillnotfeelingwellbutIcouldn'tstay

atthehouse.

Sbani:Andwhyisthat?



Me:Thando'sfriend.

Sbani:Whatabouther?

Me:Idon'tknowmanwhenIsawherIjustIdon't

know.

Sbani:IneverthoughtIwouldseethisSimsinlove.

Me:Whosaidanythingaboutbeinginloveyazi

uyaphapha.

Sbani:Explainitthenwhyareyounotatthehouse.

Me:Thewayshesmilesohgosheverythingabout

herisjustperfectSbani.

Hewhistled.

Me:Really?

Sbani:Youarewhipped.

Me:Ineedtogetherman.

Sbani:Whichfriendareyoutalkingaboutyoumean

theonewhohasaboyfriend.

Me:BoyfriendnothusbandsoIstillhaveachance.

Sbani:Gogethervelesheisyours.



Me:Enoughaboutme,Thandosaidhi.

Sbani:TellherIsaidhitoo.

Me:Comeonatleastsayitlikeyoumeanit.

Sbani:CanwenottalkaboutThando.

Me:Okaybutsheneedsourhelp.

Sbani:Whatisitthistime.

Me:It'sactuallysomethinggreatifyouaskme.

Sbani:Talkthen.

Me:Shewantstoopenacentreforabusedwoman

sosheneedsabuilding.

Sbani:Findheronethen.

Me:There'sabuildingIknowshecanuseandit's

ourssononeedtorentorbuyit.

Sbani:Greattheneverythingissettled.

Me:There'salsoabuildingaroundhereandyou

havealotofspace.

Sbani:Don'tstartwithmeIdon'twantThandoto

workinthisbuilding.



Me:Don'ttellmeyoustillangry.

Sbani:NoI'mnotIjustdon'twanttoworknearher

that'sall.

Me:Becauseyoustillloveher.

Sbani:NoSimsbecauseangifuni.

Me:Okaydon'tbitemyheadoff,wearecomingover

later.

Sbani:Pleasedon'tIwillbebusy.

Me:Withwhat?

Sbani:Nothing.

Me:IknowyouarefuckingyourPA.

Sbani:JustgoSimswearedonehereandIhavea

meetingin10minutes.

Me:Sohowisshe?

Sbani:Howiswho?

Me:Imeaninbed?

Sbani:Fusegjustleave.

WelaughedandIleftthenwenttothemalltobuy



somesnacksforThandoandherfrienddon'tlookat

melikethat.

WhenIgottothemallIwenttoPickandPay.

Gift:Bafo.

Me:HeydoIknowyou?

Hewasholdingacutelittleboy.

Gift:I'mGiftZane'sboyfriendIoncecametoyour

housetodropThandooff.

Iclenchedmyjawsthinkingtheyhaveachild

together.

Me:OhIremembermanisthisyourson?

Gift:Uhmmyes.

Me:Okayheiscutejustlikehismother.

IswearIwantedtocry.

Gift:ActuallyZanedoesn'tknowIhaveasonanda

wife.

Aladyapproacheduswhilesmiling.

Lady:BabeIgoteverything.



Gift:Okaysthandwasam,BafoIwillseeyouaround.

Me:Shoman.

NowIwantedtopunchhimintheface,helooks

happywithhisminifamilyandImustsayhiswifeis

beautifulIguesshepickswellbutwhyisheplaying

withZanelikethis.

ItookeverythingIneededandwenthome.

Thando:Youareback?

Me:YesisZanegone?

Thando:Noshewenttothebathroom.

Me:OkayIgotyouguyssomesnacks.

Thando:Thankyou.

ZanecameandIjustcouldn'ttakemyeyesoffher.

Zane:StaringisrudeMr.

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tevenrealiseIwasstaringyou

arejustbeautiful.

Zane:Thankyou.

ShesatdownandIalsojoinedthem.



Me:Soareyouguysdonewithyournotes.

Thando:Yesweare,sodidyoutalktohubbyuhhI

meanSbani.

IfeelsorryforThandobecauseSbaniseemstobe

avoidingheralot.

Me:Yeseverythingisreadyyoujustneedtofind

thosewoman.

Thando:Justlikethat?

Me:YesjustlikethatThando.

Thando:Thankyousomuch.

Me:YouhavetothankSbaniforthat.

Thando:TellhimIsaidthankyou.

Me:I'mnotyourmessengerandstopavoidinghim

youguysarestillfamilyafterall.

Thando:OkayIwillsendhimamessage.

Zane:Justgoseehimfriend.

Me:Tellher.

Thando:OkayIwill.



Zane:FriendIhavetogoGiftsentmeamessage

tellingmehecan'tpickmeupbecauseheisworking.

ThisguyislyingtoherImeanIjustsawhimwithhis

family.

Me:Icandriveyouhome.

Zane:IwillcallanUberthankyoufortheoffer.

Me:NoIinsistlet'sgo.

Thando:Thereisnousearguingwithhimfriendso

justgoIwillseeyoutomorrow.

Zane:OkayfriendIloveyou.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.

WewenttothecarandIdrovetoherplace.

Me:Uhmmsoyoustayalone?

Zane:YesbutIspendmostofmytimeinmy

boyfriend'splace.

Me:YoumeanGift?

Zane:Yes.

Me:Howlonghaveyouknownhim?



Zane:EversinceIcametoDurbanit'sbeensixyears

now.

Me:Sixyearsinarelationshiporjustknowingeach

other.

Zane:Fouryearsinarelationshipwewerefriends

fortwoyears.

Me:Isee,howmuchdoyouknowhim?

Zane:IthinkIknoweverythingabouthimbecause

wearehonestwitheachother.

Ijustfeltsorryforher,shethinkssheisina

relationshipbutherboyfriendisfoolingher.

Zane:ThisiswhereIstaythankyou.

Me:ZanecanItakeyououttomorrow.

Zane:Youmeanonadate?

Me:NoOfcosnotIrespectthefactthatyouareina

relationshipjustasfriends.

Zane:Okayit'sfinefetchmetomorrow.

Me:Willdoenjoytherestofyourday.



Zane:YoutooSims.

Iwatchedhertillshegotinside,howdoItellherthat

herboyfriendismakingafooloutofherIneedto

findaway,Ican'tjustwatchherbeingplayedlike

this.

Insertthirtyone

Sbani

Me:IhopewestillonthesamepageMahleIdon't

wantdrama.

Mahle:Ofcosyouhavebeentellingmethatever

sincewestartedthis.

Me:Iwantustohaveanunderstanding.

Mahle:Wedo,nocatchingfeelingsIunderstandand

besidesIhaveaboyfriend.

Me:OkaythenyoucangoIwillseeyoulater.

Mahle:Laterandyoudon'thaveanymeetingsleft.



Me:OkayIwilljustgohomethere'ssomethingI

needtodo.

Shenoddedandleft,MahleismyPAandwehave

beensleepingtogethereversinceImovedoutofthe

house,wearenotinarelationshipandIdon'twant

ustobe.IstillloveThandobutI'mgivingherspace

toworkonherselfthenifwestillclickafterthatit's

finewecantrysomethingout.

IpackmythingsandleaveI'mgoinghomeIneedto

talktoThandoaboutthisprojectofhers,Icallher

therapisteverydayjusttocheckherprogressandI'm

gladsheisdoingokay.

YoucanthinkI'mbeingunfairbysleepingwithmy

MahlebutnoI'mnotaguyneedstoreleaseandI

can'tdothatwithThandobecauseshestillneeds

sometime,Ican'tusethefactthatshelovesmeto

myownadvantage.

Iarriveathomeandopenusingmyownkey,Ifind

Thandosleepingonthecouchwithapileofbooks

besidesher.Itakemyphoneandcapturethe

momentshelookscute,Igotothekitchenand



makelunchforthebothofus.

AfterI'mdoneIwakeherup.

Me:Thandowakeup.

Thando:Mmm.

Iknowshehatesbeingwokenup.

Me:Wakeup.

Sheopenshereyesslowlywhilerubbingthem.

Thando:HubbyUhmmImeanSbaniwhendidyou

gethere?

Me:Afewminutesagoandyouwerefastasleep.

Thando:It'sjustthatI'mtiredIhavebeenstudying.

Me:It'sokayIunderstandImadelunch.

Thando:ThankyouI'mstarving.

Me:Hereyougo.

Thando:ThismeansIwasindeepsleepIdidn'thear

anything.

Me:Yeahbutatleastyoulockedthedoor.



Thando:Yeahlet'seat.

Weareinsilenceawkwardsilenceifyouaskme.

Thando:Iwillwashthedishes.

Me:NoleavethemIwantustotalk.

Thando:Ohokay.

Me:Howhaveyoubeen?

Thando:Goodmysessionswiththetherapistare

reallyhelpful.

Me:That'sgreat.

Thando:Wenaunjani(Howareyou?).

Me:Hayingiyaphilaukubamatasanjenomsebenzi

(I'mgoodIhavejustbeenbusywithwork).

Thando:Great.

Thenwewerequite.

Thando:ListenSbaniI'mreallysorryabout

everything.

Me:It'sfineThandoandI'mnotheretotalkabout

that.



Thando:Okaywhat'sup?

Me:Iwantyoutotellmemoreaboutthiscenterof

yours?

Thando:Therearetoomanypeoplewholiveintheir

homeswhoarebeingabusedsoIwanttoworkwith

them,showthemthatyoucanspeakoutandget

helpthatthere'snoneedtobeafraid.

AndmaybeIcangetsomeonewhocanteachthem

howtodefendthemselvessomethinglikeoffering

selfdefenseclasses.

Me:InterestingwellIknowSimstoldyouaboutthe

building.

Thando:Yeshedid.

Me:Okaythenwecangocheckitoutifyouarenot

goingtocontinuestudying.

Thando:Okayletmechange.

ShewenttothebedroomwhileItookthedishesto

thekitchentowashthem.

Ihopethisprojectofherswillkeephermindoff

everythingthatisnotrightmaybethisisabeginning



ofgreatthingsforher.

Thando:Wecango.

Shewaswearingashortfloraldressandvans,

Thandoisbeautiful.

Thando:Stopstaringlet'sjustgo.

Me:Uhmmyeahlet'sgo.

WegotintothecarandIdrovetothebuildingitwas

quiteinthecarwithThandostealingglancesatme.

Me:Whyarestealingglancesatme?

Thando:I'mjustwonderingwhyImessedthingsup

betweenusImeanyouareeverywoman'sdream.

Me:That'swhatyouthink?

Thando:OfcosyouareSbani,I'msureladiesare

throwingthemselvesatyou.

Ichuckled.

Me:IsthatyourwayofaskingmeifIhavea

girlfriendornot?

Thando:NobutImightaswellaskunayo?



Me:ActuallyyesI'minarelationship.

Thando:Who'stheluckylady.

Me:Ibetternotsay.

Iwasjustmessingwithheranditworkedbecause

shejustlookedoutthewindowandkeptquiet.

Idroveinsilentsincewegottothebuilding.

Me:Wearehere.

Thando:Okaylet'sgo.

Me:Thisisitsinceyousaidyouwillneedtwo

spacesIwillgiveyouthewholebuilding.

Thando:Really?

Me:Yeswewillgeteverythingyouneedthenwhen

youarereadyyoucanstart.

Thando:Idon'tevenknowhowtothankyoubut

thankyouIreallyappreciateit.

Me:Youwelcome.

Thando:SinceIhaveseenitcanIgohome.

Me:Iwilldropyouoff.



Thando:NoIdon'twanttointrude.

Me:Intrude?Ukhulumangani(whatareyoutalking

about).

Thando:Yourgirlfriend?

Me:Whereisshe?

SheblinkedafewtimesandIknewshewasgoingto

cry.

Me:ComeonThandoIwasjokingIdon'thavea

girlfriend.

Thando:Mxm.

Ilaughedather.

Me:Youarejealous.

Thando:It'snotfunnySbanijusttakemehome.

Me:Let'sgomissjealous.

Shehitmeontheshoulder.

Thando:Canwebefriends?

Me:Okayfriend.

Thando:Yousoundgay.



Me:MaybeIam.

Webothlaughedmaybeit'sagoodideaifwe

becomefriendsthatwillgiveusachancetogetto

knoweachotherbetter.

Thando:Let'sgothenandpleasespendthenightat

houseforonce.

Me:Okayasambe(let'sgo)

Thando

I'mreallyhappySbaniwasabletofindmeabuilding

forallthatIwanttodoIwillsuremakehimand

myselfproud.Ithinkusbeingfriendswillchangea

lotofthingsbecausewedon'tknoweachotherthat

Well,wejustdecidedtosettledownwithouthaving

funIjustthinkthisisourchance.

Ithinkhedoeshaveagirlfriendmaybehejust

doesn'twanttobreakmyheartIhopetheybrokeup

soondon'tlookatmelikethatIloveSbaniandI

wantustowork.



Sbani:Iwillcomebacklaterwiththeguys.

Me:Okaylaterthen.

Hedroppedmeoffandleft,Igotintothehouseand

Isiwaseating.Wedon'ttalksinceSbanileftIguess

shestillblamesmeandshehatesme,Idon'tmind

heranymore.

Ipassherandgotomyroomwithoutsaying

anything,shestopsme.

Isipho:Thandowait.

Me:ListenIsiIknowthisisyourhomeandIhurtyou

withwhatIdidbutIwon'tstandyourinsults.

Isipho:PleasesitdownIjustwantustotalk.

Me:Okay.

Isipho:IjustwanttoapologiseforhowIhavebeen

behavingthesepastfewdaysIwasjusthurtand

disappointedI'msorry.

Me:Uhmmit'sfineI'malsosorry.

Isipho:Imissyou.

Me:Yetwestayinthesamehouse,Imissyoutoo



mamabear.

Isipho:Let'shugitout.

WehuggedandIkissedherstomach.

Me:Thisoneisgrowingfast.

Isipho:I'mtiredThandoIfeellikeI'mcarryinga

wholelotofpeople.

Me:Spheisatwindon'tforgetthat.

Isipho:Don'tsaythatplease.

Me:I'mgladweareokaynowIwasthinkingof

movingout.

Isipho:Nodon'teventhinkaboutthat,haveyou

talkedtomybrother.

Me:Yesandwedecidedtobefriends.

Isipho:That'sgoodatleastyouguysaretalking.

Me:Andyouareseriouslyeatingcowfeet.

Isipho:Cravingsbabe.

Me:IseeIdon'twanttogetpregnantthen.

Isipho:Wellwewillseeaboutthat.



Me:Letmecooktheguysarecominghomesoon.

Isipho:Okaywillhelpyou.

Me:Ibetyouwill.

Welaughed,sheishugeIthinkshe'scarryingtwins.

Me:SohowdidyouknowSphewastheone.

Shesmiled.

Isipho:Thewayhemademyheartbeat,thewayI

feltwhenIlookedathim.ThewayImissedhim

whenhewasnotaroundwhenyouhavefoundthe

oneyoujustknowThando,youdon'tneedanyoneto

confirmit.

Me:MmmmIhearyou.

Isipho:Don'tleavemehangingdidyoumeet

someone.

Me:Maybe.

Iwaslying.

Isipho:Tellmemorebabe.

Me:HemakesmefeelsometypeofwayIdon't



knowhowtoexplainit.

Isipho:Sowhoishe?

Sphe:Whoiswho?

Me:Ohyouguysareback.

Sims:Nikhulumangamadodala.

Isipho:Nowewerejusttalkingaboutcelebrity

crushes.

Me:Yeahcelebritycrushes.

Sbani:Hambacelebritycrushes.

TJ:I'mhungryguyshowisitgoingthere?

Me:Youguyscangofreshenupthenwhenyou

comebackthefoodwillbeready.

Sims:Okaylet'sgogents.

Theyleftandwelaughed.

Isipho:Thatwasclose.

Me:Tellmeaboutitoeh.

Isipho:Eventhoughyouweretalkingaboutmy

brother.



Me:Youknowmewell.

Isipho:Don'tworryeverythingwillworkoutjustfine.

Me:Iknowbabehelpmesetthetable.

Wesetthetableanddishedoutforeveryone.

TJ:ThisisgoodthanksThando.

Sphe:YouwerereallyhungryBafothewayyouare

eating.

TJ:Ididn'teatalldaymeetingaftermeeting.

Sims:IseewhatdidwedoforSbanitovisitus?

Isipho:I'maskingmyselfthat.

Sbani:Mxmjustleavemealone.

Weareincomfortablesilenceandthenwhenwe

weredonewechilledinthelounge.

Sims:SoThandoyourfriend?

Me:Whatabouther?

Sims:Ilikeheralot.

Me:Iknowbutshehasaboyfriendandtheyseem

serious.



Sphe:ShootyourshotBafoshe'snotmarried.

TJ:Exactly.

Sbani:That'swhatItoldhim.

Sims:RememberwhenIwasinyourofficeSbani.

Sbani:Yeah.

Sims:YeahIpassedbythemallandIsawGiftwith

hiswifeandson.

Me:Wifeandson?Nomaybeyouweremistaking

himwithsomeoneelse.

Sims:Hecametogreetmesothat'showIknowall

this.

Isipho:ThismeansZanedoesn'tknow.

Me:Ofcosshedoesn't,theybeentogetherforfour

yearsandshetrustsGiftwithherlife.

Sbani:WhatwillyoudoSims.

TJ:IthinkwemustfindawayforZanetofindout

withoutbeinginvolveddirectly.

Sbani:MaybewecantrackGiftsmovementsthen



maybeifheisatthemallwithhisfamilyyouSims

takeZanetothesamemall.

Sphe:That'sagoodidea.

Isipho:IagreewhatdoyouthinkThando?

Me:That'sagoodideaguysIjustfeelsorryforher,

shewastedherwholelifewithGift.

TJ:That'slifekunzima.

Sbani:Kurough.

Sphe:SowenaSimsyouareinlove?

Sims:Canwewatchamovie.

TJ:Icatchileidyan.

SpheandSbani:Icatchile.

Wealllaughed.

Sims:Leavemealone.

Me:Yeahlet'sputthatmovie.

WeallagreedbutIwasthinkingaboutthewholeGift

thing,howcanhebethiscruelthisisgoingtobreak

Zane.



Insertthirtytwo

Istoodupandwenttothekitchentogetsome

snacksthenIstoodbythedoorandlookedatmy

familylaughingandIsmiledthankingGodforgiving

methemImayhaveactedlikeI'mungratefulbutI

reallyam,itwasjustastupidmistake.Itookthe

snacksandwentbacktothem.

Isipho:Let'splayagameit'scalledIwantto,a

personisgoingtosaysomethinghe/shewantsto

do.

TJ:Coolthenwhoisgoingtostart?

TherewasaknockonthedoorandSbaniwentto

getit.

Zane:Heyguys.

Me:Friendheywhatareyoudoinghere,comesit

down.

Zane:IwasboredIthoughtGiftwasgoingtofetch

mebuthesaidheisworkinglate.

Theguyslookedateachother,I'msureGiftiswith



hisfamily.Iintroducedhertothefamilysincethey

don'tquiteknowher.

Sphe:NicemeetingyouZane.

Zane:Nicetofinallymeetyouall.

Sims:Sitdownwewereabouttoplayagame.

Sphe:IwillstartguyssoIwanttohaveababygirl.

HesaidlookingatIsiandtheysmiled.

Weallsaidncooah.

Sims:OkayIwanttofindsomeoneIcanloveand

whocanlovemeback,Ijustwantsomethingserious

ImeanI'mnotgettinganyyounger.

HesaidlookingatZaneanditwasabitawkward.

Us:Yeahwegetyou.

Isipho:Iwanttohaveyouguysbymysideforever

andIwanttohaveababygirl.

Us:Weloveyoutoo.

TJ:IwanttofuckasmanygirlsasIcanbefore

gettingintoaseriousrelationship.



Us:Really?

Sbani:That'ssolikeyou,minaIwanttobehappy.

Us:That'sall?

Sbani:That'sallthatmatters.

Me:Iwanttobeabletostandonmyown,Iwantlove,

happinessandallthegoodthingslifehastooffer.

Them:That'sgood.

Zane:IwanttotellGiftthatI'mpregnantwithhis

childbutIdon'tknowhowto.

Wealllookedathershockedbutshewasjust

smiling.

Sims:Youarepregnant?

Zane:YesI'mfourmonthspregnant.

SimswantedtotalkbutTJtalkedfirst.

TJ:Congratulationsbabygirl.

Me:Yesfriendcongratulations.

Wekeptcongratulatingher.

Sims:Excuseme.



HewentoutIguesstosmokethat'swhattheydo

whentheyarestressed.

Zane:What'supwithhim.

Sbani:Nodon'tmindhim,sohowareyouplanning

ontellingbabydaddythatyouareexpecting?

Zane:Idon'tknowbutIwantittobespecialImean

it'sourfirstchild.

Isipho:It'snoteasybabeseehowhugeIam.

WealllaughedbutIsiphocried.

Sbani:Angelwhat'swrong?

Isipho:SoyouguysthinkI'mhuge.

Sphe:Butmamakheyousaidityourself.

Isipho:MxmsoyouknockmeupandyousayI'm

huge.

Sphe:Butbabe...

Isipho:Justshutup.

Shesaidgettingupandgoingtothebedroom.

Sbani:Idon'twantmysistertocrysofollowher.



TJ:Angithiuyamithisawenafollowher.

WealllaughedwhileSphefollowedIsiphogrumbling.

Zane:SoI'mstillgoingtoreactthatway.

Me:Yesfriendmaybeworse.

Zane:AtleastGiftwillbetheretotakecareofme.

TJ:UhmmIthinkweshouldgotosleepnowSbani

whatdoyouthink.

Sbani:YeahIthinksogoodnightladies.

Us:Nightguys.

Simswasalreadyupstairs.

Me:Sofriendyoureallypregnant?

Zane:YesIamandI'mhappy.

Me:Uhmmthat'sgood.

ThewayIwasfeelingsorryforherIswearIwanted

tocry.

Zane:EnoughaboutGiftjnr,IseeyouandMrKhoza

areokay.

Me:Well.



Zane:Youguysarebacktogetheraren'tyou?

Me:OhhowIwishwedecidedtobefriends.

Zane:That'sagoodstartGiftandIfirstbecame

friendsthat'swhywearethistight.

WhyisshetalkingaboutGiftgoshIjustwanttotell

herbutIcan't.

Me:Youaresleepingoverright?

Zane:Ofcos.

Me:Let'sgosleepthen.

WewenttomyroomandIsiphowasthere,thereare

twobeds.

Me:Andthen?

Isipho:TheguysdecidedtosleeptogethersoI'm

joiningyouguys.

Zane:Ihopeyouguyshavesnacksbecauseit's

goingtobeagreatnight.

Me:Yeahwedo.

Them:Yay.



Idon'tevenrememberhowIbecamefriendswith

ZanebutI'mgladwearefriendsbecauseshe'sa

goodperson.

Sbani

WedecidedtosleeptogethertodayIknowweare

notgoingtosleepwewilljusttalkthewholenight.

Sims:Ican'tbelievesheispregnant.

Me:Butyouguyscanraisethechildtogetherwhen

shefindsoutaboutGift.

Sphe:Whatifshedoesn'tfindout?

Sims:Ormaybeunderstandshisreasons.

TJ:OkayguysslowdownIhavebeencheckingGift

onInstagramandhiswifepostedthattheywillgoto

spurtomorrowtocelebratetheirson'sbirthday.

Me:Doyouknowhiswife?

TJ:YessheistheonewhotaggedGift.



Sphe:Letmesee,damnshe'shot.

Sims:That'swhatIsaidwhenIsawthem.

TJ:Hesureknowshowtopickthem.

Me:Letmesee,waitIknowher.

TJ:Howdoyouknowher?

Me:Sphelookagainyoualsoknowher.

Sphetookthephoneandlookedagain.

Sphe:Waitnonoitcan'tbewowit'sreallyher.

TJandSims:Who?

Sphe:Oneofhisexes.

Hesaidpointingatme.

Me:Yesoneofthegoodones.

TJ:Soyouwerebangingthatass.

Me:Justshutuplet'sfocusontheplan.

TJ:Theplanisweallgotospurtomorrow,getthere

alittleearlythanthem.

Sims:OkayIjusthopeitworksandZaneleaveshis



cheatingass.

Me:Trustmeitwillwork.

Sphe:Haikemasekushoisangomadon'tworry.

Me:Mxmuyaphaphawena.

Ihithimwithapillow.

TJ:SoSbaniwhat'sgoingbetweenyouandThando?

Me:Nothingwedecidedtobefriends.

Sims:Weallknowwherethatfriendshipwillend.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Sphe:Ofcosyoudo.

Me:MxmIwilljustsendThandoatextmessageto

tellheraboutgoingtospur.

Sims:Yesdothat.

TJ:Youcan'twaitcanyou.

Sims:Ijustcareabouther.

Us:Ncoah.

Sims:I'mjustworriedaboutsomethingthough.



Sphe:What?

Sims:TJareyougay?

TJ:Really?IjusttoldyouguysthatIwanttofuckas

manyladiesasIcan.

Me:Maybeyouwerejokingufunasididiseke.

TJ:NiyabhedaI'mnotgayandIthinkIhaveseen

someoneIlikebutIdon'twanttojinxitsoIwon'ttell

youguys.

Sphe:Justtellus.

TJ:NowenaSbaniwhenwillyoustopsleepingwith

Mahle.

Sims:SheishotnayeuMahle.

Me:Canwesleepnow.

Sphe:Comeon.

Me:Nolet'ssleep.

Weallsleptandwewokeupinthemorningwiththe

ladiessingingoutloud.

Sims:Theythinktheycansing.



Us:Kantitheycan't.

TheysoundliketheyareinagoodmoodIfeelbad

aboutwhat'sgoingtohappenbutitiswhatitis.

Me:Let'sjusttakeashowerandgetdressed

becauseit'salreadylate.

Weagreedandthenwhenweweredonewewent

downstairs.

TJ:LadiesmorningiseverythingokIheardyouguys

crying.

Zane:Wowwewereactuallysinging.

TJ:OhIthoughtyouwerecrying.

Me:Yousoundedgreatguysdon'tmindhim.

Thando:WewantedyouguystowakeupImeanit's

halfpastelevenalready.

Sphe:What?Let'sgo.

Weallwenttothecar,theladieswerewondering

whywewererushingwejustdon'twanttomissGift.

Wegottothemallthenparkedthecarandwentto

spur.



Zane:Youguysdothismoreoften?

Me:Wehaven'tdoneitinalongtime.

Zane:It'sgreatIactuallyfeellikeIreallybelongI

meanGiftistheonlyfamilythatIhave.

TJ:Uhmmlet'sorder.

Thisisgoingtobeharderthanweallthought.

Isipho:YeahI'mstarving.

Sphe:Youalwaysstarving.

Isipho:Whatwasthat?

Sphe:Nothingbabe.

Me:IsiIcan'tbelieveyouarereallypregnant.

Isipho:HawBhuti.

Sims:Youarekillingthevibe.

Me:Okaylet'sorder.

Weallorderedandwaitedwhiletalkingandlaughing,

totellyouthetruthIwishedGiftwasnolonger

comingbecausethatwillruinourday.

Speakingofwhichheenteredholdinghiswifeand



hisson,theladieswerenotfacinghissidesothey

didnotseehim.

Theypickedatableandhiswifesawusthen

approachedourtable.

Her:OhmygoshIcan'tbelieveitSbani,Sphe?

Sphe:UhmmMelissahihowhaveyoubeen?

Melissa:Ihavebeengood,Sbani.

Me:Melissahi.

Melissa:Iseeyoustilllookgood.

TJ:Who'sthisbeautifullady?Guysaren'tyougoing

tointroduceus.

Me:OhthisisouroldfriendMelissa,Melthisismy

family.

Melissa:Nicemeetingyouguys.

TJ:HeyMel'sI'msingle.

Melissa:SorrybutI'mmarried.

Shesaidshowingusherdiamondring.

Zane:Wowyourringisfancyandbeautifulmykind



ofstyle.

Theydidn'tknowshewasonlybringingtrouble.

Melissa:That'smyhusbandoverthereandourson

it'sactuallyhisbirthdaytodaysowearehereto

celebrate.

Zane:HelookslikesomeoneIknow.

Giftwasn'tlookingatushewasbusywithhisson.

Melissa:Letmecallhim,Babecomemeetmyold

friends.

HewalkedtouswithoutevenrealisingthatZane

washere.

Melissa:ThisismyhusbandG...

Zane:Giftohmygoshno.

Melissa:Youguysknoweachother?

Gift:No.

Zane:Yes.

Gift:Babelet'sgotoourtable.

Zane:Babe?YouarecallingherbabewhileI'mhere?



Giftyouaremarriedandyouhaveasonyetyou

nevertoldme?

Shegotupandslappedhimthenheldherstomach.

Zane:Ouch.

Thando:Friendareyouokay?

Isi:Zaneyouarebleeding.

Sims:No.

Zane:Ohnomybaby.

Gift:Baby?Zaneareyoupregnant?

Me:ShutupjustshutthefuckupbeforeIdo

somethingIwillregret.

TJ:Guyslet'sdrivehertothehospital.

WeaskedfortakeawaysthenleftleavingGiftand

hiswifestandingthere.

Insertthirtythree

Gift



AsyouallknowI'mGiftZwanebornandraisedhere

inDurbanI'mtheonlychildandmyparentsare

married,ImetZane6yearsagowefirstbecame

friendsfortwoyearsbutIfellinlovewithher.Ifellin

lovewithherthefirsttimeIsawherbutshedidnot

feelthesamewaythat'swhywedecidedtobe

friendsbutIguesslateronshefellinlovewithme

tooandwehavebeeninarelationshipforfouryears.

IlovehersomuchIreallydobutIlovemywifemore

Iknowit'scrazyrightbutit'sthetruth,ZaneandI

havebeenthroughalottogethershesupportedme

throughmyworstdays.Shehasnevercheatedon

meandIknowshedoesn'tdeserveallthis,Imet

Melissathreeyearsagoandwewereina

relationshipfortwoyearsthenImarriedheronthe

thirdyear.IwantedtotellZaneaboutherbutIjust

didn'twanttohurtherfeelingsandbreakherheart.

ZanenevertalkedaboutmarriageandwhenIfound

MelissaIthoughtofaskingZanetobemyfirstwife

thenMelissamysecondbutIknewshewasnot

goingtoagreeandIcouldn'timaginethethoughtof

losingher.



I'mafoolIknowbutitiswhatitis,asmuchasI

don'twanttoloseZanebutIdon'twanttolosemy

wifeeitherthat'swhyIpretendednottoknowher

butwhenIsawherbleedingIknewthatthereisa

possibilitythatshewillloseourchild.Iknewshe

was/ispregnantbecauseIdiditintentionallyhoping

shewillagreetobemysecondwife,that'sbadand

selfishIknowbutIneededhertoagree.

Iwatchthemastheygetintothecaranddrivetothe

hospital,Idon'tknowwhatIthinkorwantmaybeit

willbebetterifZanelosesthebabysothatshecan

befreebutapartofmeisstillhopingshedoesn'tso

thatshemaybemywife.

Melissaislookingatmewiththoseexplainyourself

eyes.

Me:Canwegohomewecancelebrateourson's

birthdaythere.

Melissa:Whoisshe?

Me:Whoiswho?

Melissa:Don'tplaydumwithme,thegirlwhowas

bleeding.



Me:Iwillexplainathome.

Melissa:NoI'mnotgoinganywherewithyouuntil

youexplainyourself.

Me:MelissayouarecausingasceneandyouknowI

don'tlikeattention.

Melissa:Wasshepregnantwithyourchild?

Me:I'mtakingmysonhomeyoucanstayhereand

shoutallyouwantbecauseItoldyouIwillexplainat

home.

Melissa:Gift.

Me:Uphakamiselabaniizwi?(Whoareyouraising

yourvoiceto).

ShekeepsquietItakemysonandgotothecarand

shefollowsafterme,Iknowshehaseveryrightto

beangrybutthatdoesn'tmeansheshould

disrespectmeworseinpublic.

WegettothecarandIdrivehome,it'squiteinthe

caronlybabysounds.

Wegethomeandshegetsoutofthecarandrunto

thehouse,Itakemysonwhodoesn'teven



understandwhat'sgoingon.

Igetinsideandgotoourroom,Iputmysoninhis

cotandlookatMelissawhoiscrying.

Me:I'msorry.

Melissa:Youaresorryforwhat?

Me:I'msorryforeverythingMels.

Melissa:Soyouneverbrokeupwithher?

Me:No.

Melissa:Doyouloveher?

Me:Melissa.

Melissa:Nopleaseanswerdoyouloveher?

Me:Iloveher.

Melissa:Wow.

Me:ButIloveyoumoreandyouknowit.

Melissa:AtthismomentIfeellikeIknownothing.

Me:I'msosorryMels.

Melissa:Wasshecarryingyourchild?



Me:Idon'tknowmaybe.

Melissa:Sowhatareyougoingtodonow?

Me:Nothing.

Melissa:Doyoustillwanttobewithher?

Me:NoIdon'tIonlywantyou.

Melissa:WhenIcameintoyourlifeyouwerewith

herwhichmeansyouloveher.

Me:ButIchosetomarryyou.

Melissa:Thatdoesn'tmeanyoulovememore.

Me:ButIdo.

Melissa:Youwastedsomanyyearsofthatgirland

nowyouwanttoleaveherjustlikethatyoueven

pretendedlikeyoudon'tknowher,howcruelareyou?

Me:Zanewillneveragreetobemysecondwifeand

shewilltotallynotagreetobemysidechick.

Melissa:Wowareyouevenhearingyourself?

Me:I'msorryokayI'mgoingtoendthingswithher

andfocusonus.



Melissa:Soyouexpectmetoforgiveyou?

Me:I'mnotexpectingyoutobutI'mpleadingwith

youto.

Melissa:JustgetoutofmyfaceIneedtothink.

Me:Pleasedon'tdivorceme.

Melissa:I'mnotgoingtodothatbutpleasefixthis

makethatpoorgirlunderstandbecausesheisgoing

tobebrokenmorethanIam.

Me:IloveyouandIwilltrytalkingtoher.

Melissa:Soyougoingtoseeher?

Me:Didn'tyousayIshouldmakeherunderstand,

howwillIdothatifIdon'ttalktoher?

Melissa:Whatever.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Melissa:NothingbutyoureallyhurtmeZwane.

Me:That'showIfeltwhenyoucheatedonme.

Melissa:Really?Youpullingthatcardnow?

Me:Ineedsomeair.



Melissa:Zwane.

Ileftandwenttomycarthendrovetothehospital,I

parkedmycaroutsideandstayedtherebecauseI

knewtheguysweregoingtokillmeifIgointhereI

guessIwillwaittilltheyleave.

Narrated

AsGiftwaitedoutsideeveryoneelsewaswaiting

inside,waitingforthedoctortocomeandtellthem

whatwashappeningtoZane.

Sims:Doyouguysthinksheisfine?

TJ:Howarewesupposetothinkwhenyouarebusy

pacingupanddown.

Sims:SorryguysI'mjuststressedout.

Sbani:Sheisgoingtobefine.

Doctor:ZaneleMbatha.

OnlyThandogotupbecausetheothersdidn'tknow

ZanewasZanele.



Thando:Overheredoc.

Sphe:ZaneuZanelekanti?

Thando:Yes.

Thedoctorcametothem.

Sims:Sodochowisshe?

Doc:Sheisfinejustsleeping.

Isipho:Thebaby?

Doc:Uhmmisthefatherhere?

Theylookedateachother.

TJ:Yesdocheishere.

HesaidpointingatSims.

Sims:YesI'mheredocsowhataboutmychild?

Doc:I'msorrybutshedidn'tsurvive.

Sims:She?

Doc:Yesyouweregoingtohaveagirl.

Sbani:Okaydoctorthankyou.

Doc:I'msorryonceagainman.



HesaidtappingSimsontheshoulder.

Sphe:Canweseeher.

Doc:ANursewillcomegetyouguysafterafew

minutes.

Hesaidleavingthem.

Sims:I'mthefatherreallyTJ?

TJ:Thatwastheonlywayforhimtotellusabout

thebabybesidesit'snotabigdealyouguysarestill

goingtohavebabies.

Isipho:Iwonderhowshewillfeelwhenshewakes

upIknowIwouldlosemymind.

Shewasalreadycrying.

Sphe:Heybabedon'tcrynothingisgoingtohappen

toourlittleprincess.

Hesaidwipinghertears.

Thando:Shewassohappyaboutit,thisisgoingto

breakher.

Sbani:It'sgoingtobehardbutshewillpullthrough.



Sphe:Areyoujustsayingoryouareprophesying

now.

Sims:Forrealareyouseingsomething?

Sbani:NoallIknowisthatsheisgoingtoneedyou

bafo,it'snotgoingtobeeasyshewillpushyouaway

butpleasebethereforher.

Sims:Iwilldomybest.

Nurse:ZaneleMbatha.

Sphe:Yes.

Nurse:Pleasefollowme.

TheyallfollowedthenursetoZane'sward,shewas

facingtheupwithtearsstreamingdownherface.

Thando:FriendheyI'msosorry.

Shesaidhuggingher.

Zane:Isittruefriendisshereallygone?

Thando:I'msosorryfriend.

ZanejustcriedcausingIsiphotocrymore.

Sbani:TakehertothecarBafo.



HesaidtoSpheandheleftwithher.

TJ:Sorryskeemyouwillbefine.

Sbani:Yeahit'sgoingtogetbetterwithtimejust

knowsheisatabetterplacenow.

Zane:Youthinkso.

Sbani:Iknowso.

SimswasjustquiteandangryatGiftforhurting

Zanelikethis.

Zane:WhereisGift?Didhecome?

Sims:Seriously?

Sbani:Bafocalmdown.

Thando:NofriendhedidnotcomeI'msorry.

Zane:Iknowheisstillgoingtocome.

Theylookedateachother.

Sbani:JustfocusongettingbetterforgetaboutGift.

Zane:ForgetaboutGift?EasyforyoutosayIwill

neverforgetabouthim.

Thando:Friendlet'snottalkabouthimjustgetbetter



okay.

Zane:Ijustwantedmybabytolive.

Thando:IknowyoudidbutGodknewwhatHewas

doingweshouldnoquestionhisplans.

Zanenodded.

Sims:Guyscanyoupleasegiveusamoment.

Sbani:Surelet'sgoThando.

Thando:IwillseeyoutomorrowfriendIloveyouand

pleasebestrong.

Zane:Iwilltry.

TheyleftleavingZaneandSimstogether.

Sims:UhmmIdon'tknowwhattosayI'msorry

abouteverything.

Zane:IthurtsSims.

Sims:Icanimaginengiyaxolisakakhulu.

Zane:Howcanhedothattome?

Sims:Who?

Simswaskindofconfusedbecausetheywere



talkingaboutthebaby.

Zane:Giftdamnit.

Sims:Calmdown.

Zane:I'msorryI'mjustIdon'tknow.

ShecriedandSimshuggedher.

Sims:It'sgoingtobefinedon'tworryweareallhere

foryou.

Zane:IknowthissoundscrazybutIstilllovehim.

ThathurtSimsandhedidn'tsayanything.

Zane:Inevercheatedonhim,Ilovedhimwithallmy

heartandthesexwasgreatwhatdidIdohuhtellme

SimswhatdidIdowrong.

Sims:Nothingyoudidnothingwronghejustdoesn't

deserveyou.

Zane:AwholewifeandasonwhatdidIdoto

deservethis.

Sims:Pleasedon'tcryyouwillbecomesickplease

justcalmdown.



Zane:LeaveSimsIwanttobealone.

Sims:NoIcan'tleaveyoulikethis.

Zane:Pleasejustleave.

Sims:Okaypleasetrytosleepwewillcomeseeyou

tomorrow.

Shesankinherbedandclosedhereyeswithout

sayinganything,Simswenttotheothersandthey

leftwhileGiftwentinsidetoseeZane.

Heaskedthenurseaboutherwardandhewent

there.

Gift:Zane.

Shelookedathim.

Zane:Whatdoyouwant?Areyouheretofinishme

offbecauseyouhavekilledmeGift.

Gift:Howareyou?

Zane:Isthatatrickquestion,whatdoyouthinkour

daughterisdeadandyouhaveawifeandasonso

howdoyouthinkIfeelhuh?

Gift:I'msosorryMaMbatha.



Zane:Don'tyoudarecallmethat.

Gift:Pleasecalmdown.

Zane:WhatdidIeverdotoyoutohurtmelikethis

wasitacrimethatIlovedyouandonlyyou?

Sheaskedinalowtoneandyoucouldn'tmissher

brokenness.

Gift:I'mashamedofwhatIdidtoyouifIcantakeit

allfromyoutrustmeIwould.

Zane:Thereisnothingyoucandotofixthisso

pleaseleave.

Gift:ZanepleasehearmeoutI'mreallysorry.

Zane:Sorrywillnevergivemebackmychildand

sorrywillnevergivemebacktheyearsIwastedwith

yousopleaseleave.

Gift:Zanepleasejustlisten.

Zane:LeavebeforeIpressthisbuttonandtellthe

nursestocallsecurity.

Giftleftnotknowingwhattodoorsaybecauseit

hurthimtoseeZanelikethat.



Zane:Godpleasegivemestrengthtogoonbecause

Ican'tdoitaloneandpleaselittleangelwatchover

mommyIloveyouandI'msorryIcouldn'tprotect

you.

Shesaidthisandcriedoutloudtillthenursescame

tosedateher.

Insertthirtythree

Sbani

IwentupstairsandIfoundThandobusyonher

phone.

Me:Canwetalk?

Thando:No.

Me:ComeonIknowyoudon'tliketheideaofme

meetingMelissabutIknowwhatI'mdoingtrustme.

Thando:Heisyourex.

Me:Ohthat'syourproblemandhereIamthinking

youareconcernedaboutmysafety.



Thando:WellIam.

Me:Youlookcutewhenyouarejealousyouknow

that.

Shesmiled.

Thando:I'mnotjealousI'mjustworried.

Me:Keeptellingyourselfthat.

Thando:Becarefulhubbyplease.

Me:Comehere.

Shecameandsatonmylap.

Me:Listenjusttrustme.

Thando:Okay.

Me:Iloveyouandonlyyou.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.

Thando:Sowhat'syourplan.

Me:IknowMelissaknowswhereGiftissoIwill

makehertellme.



Thando:Youwillmakeher?

Sheaskedraisinghereyes.

Me:NonotlikethatcomeonThando.

Thando:Howwillyoumakeherthen?

Me:CanIpleasemakelovetoyou?

Thando:Youareignoringmyquestion.

Ijustkissedherandtherestishistory,afterwewere

doneIwenttoshower.

Thando:There'samessageonyourphonefrom

Melissa.

Me:WhatisshesayingbecauseIknowyoureadit.

Thando:Shewantsyoutomeether.

Me:Where?

Thando:Hotel...whydidshechoosethehotelSbani?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybeshewantsustotalkin

private.

Thando:Ithoughtyousaidsheshouldcomehere.

Me:That'swhatIsaidsthandwasambutifshe



wantsustomeetatthehotelthenit'sfine.

Thando:FinebywhokahlekahleSbani?

Me:Byme.

Thando:SowhatIthinkdoesn'tmatter?

Me:Thandolwamyouarebeingdramaticnow.

Thando:Dramaticreally?

Me:Pleasegetdressedandwalkmeout.

IknowI'mtakingahugeriskaboutdoingthisbutifI

don'tdoitwemayneverfindGift.

Thandofinisheddressingandwewentdownstairs,

theothersweresittingonthecouch.

TJ:DresseduptowhereBafo?

Me:I'mmeetingwithMelissa.

Sphe:Ithoughtyoutoldhertocomehere.

Me:YesIdidbutIguesssheisnotcomfortable.

Isipho:WhereareyoumeetingherIhopeit's

somewherepublicBhuti.

Me:Uhmmm...



Thando:Shewantsthemtomeetatthehotel.

Them:Hotel?

Me:ComeonguysifweneedtofindGiftIhavetodo

thisandI'mnotgoingtosleepwithhercanyouall

justtrustme.

Sane:Ihopethisisnotatrapguys.

Sphe:Weallhopesojustbecarefulandcallusif

somethinggoeswrong.

Me:Iwill,keepyourphone'sonandIwillbeback

beforeyouguysgotothehospitalbutifitgetslateI

willmeetyouguysthere.

Thando:Getslate?

Me:I'mleavingnow,babewalkmetothecarplease.

Shefoldedherhandsandsulked.

Me:Please.

Thando:Okayfinelet'sgo.

Wewenttomycar.

Me:Doyoutrustme?



Shenodded.

Me:Words.

Thando:Itrustyou.

Me:OkayIloveyouokay.

Thando:Iloveyoutoohubby.

Me:Nowgivemeakiss.

ShehuggedandkissedmeandIgotintomycarand

left,IgottothehotelandwentstraighttoMelissa's

room.

Melissa:Youcame?

Me:Yeswhat'sthisabout?

Melissa:Pleasesitdown,wine?

Me:Idon'tdrinkwineandyouknowitjustget

straighttothepoint.

Melissa:I'msorryaboutwhatGiftdidtoyourbrother

andhergirlfriend.

Me:Sorrywon'twakeSimsupMel's.

Melissa:I'msorryit'sjustthatGiftcanbealittle



crazysometimes.

Me:Alittle?

Melissa:Itwasjustamistake.

Me:WhyamIhere?

Melissa:OkayIneedyoutodropthechargesonGift.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youmustbejoking?

Melissa:NoI'mnot.

Me:Andthenwhathewalksjustlikethat.

Melissa:IcandoanythingpleaseSbani,wewill

moveoutofthecountry.

Me:Thatwon'thappenIdon'tevenunderstandwhy

youarewiththisguybecauseheisdelusional.

Melissa:Youdon'tunderstandIlovehim.

Me:NowyousoundobsessedMelissa,what

happenedtoyouImeanyouusedtobesosmart.

Melissa:Peoplechangesowillyouhelpmeornot.

Me:OkaywhereisGift?



Melissa:Heisattheairportwaitingformetotell

himtoleaveifyouagreetodropthecharges.

IlookedaroundtheroomandsawMelissa'sphone

sothatshemaynotcallGift.

Me:Don'tyouhavebeer?

Melissa:Iwillbeback.

Shesaidsmilingandwentout,Itookmyphoneand

calledTJ.

TJ:Sho.

Me:GototheairportGiftisthere.

TJ:Shouldwedealwithhimortakehimtothepolice?

Me:Takehimtothepolice.

MelissacameinasIwasabouttodropthecall.

Melissa:Whowereyoutalkingto.

Me:Noone.

Melissa:Sbanidon'ttellmeyoucalledthepolice.

Me:NoIdidn'tcanIgonow.

Melissa:Mlilonoowhereismyphone.



Me:Idon'tknow.

Herphonewasinmypocket,Igotupandwentto

thedoorbutitwaslocked.

Me:Melissadon'tfuckwithmeopenthisdoor.

Ilookedbackbutshewasnotthere,shecameoutof

thebathroomwithherclothestorn.

Me:Whatkindofgameareyouplanning.

Shebrokethebottleofwineandstabbedher

stomachwithablinkofaneye.

Me:OhmyGod,Melissastopwhatareyoudoing?

Melissa:Helphelp.

ShescreamedwhileItriedtoholdher,Itookthe

bottleoutandtriedtohelpherbutshehitmewith

anotherbottleandrantothedoor,sheopeneditand

screamedhelp.

Security:What'sgoingonmam.

Melissa:He...hetriedtorapemewhenIfoughthim

hestabbedmewithabottleofwinepleasehelpme.

Me:SheislyingMelissawhatisthis?



Security:YouaresafenowIwillcallthepolice.

Shelookedatmeandsmiledwhilethesecurity

calledthepolice.

Security:Youwillbeokaymamdidyoucallyour

family.

Melissa:NohetookmyphoneandIcouldn'ttakeit

backbecauseI...Iwasscaredhewillkillme.

Security:Pleasedon'tcryhewillnotkillyou.

Melissa:IjustIdon'tknowwhatwouldhave

happenedifhehadrapedmeorkilledme.

Shesaidcrying,Iwassittingdownonthefloor

confusedasfuckmymindwasnotfunctioningwell,

shesetmeupthisbastardsetmeup.

Thepoliceandsomeparamedicscamein.

Detective:Pleasetakeherstatementsothatthey

canrushhertothehospitalIcan'tbelievethereare

menwhostilltrytokillwomen.

Me:Ididn'tdoanythingsheissettingmeup.

Thedetectivelaughed.



Detective:Allabuserssaythat,siryouareunder

arrestyouhavearighttoremainsilentand

everythingyoudoorsaywillbeusedagainstyouin

acourtoflaw,youhavearighttogetanattorney

failuretodosothestatewillprovideyouwitha

statesattorney.

IheardthathewastalkingbutIdidn'tevenhear

whathewassayingIwasstillshocked,I'munder

arrestmearrest.

Wegottothepolicestationandtheytookmythings

andputmeinacell.

Detective:Ihopeyouaresentencedtolifeforwhat

youdid,didyouseehowscaredthatladywas.

Me:CanImakeaphonecall.

Detective:Mxmonephoneonesiyezwana.

Me:Sho.

IdialedTJsnumber.

TJ:Khuluma(talk).

Me:It'sme.



TJ:OhSbaniwegotGiftwejustdroppedmeoffat

thepolicestationweareheadedhomenow.

Me:MakeaU-turnandcometothepolicestation

now.

TJ:What'sgoingon.

Me:Now.

Isaidanddroppedthecall,myminddriftedbackto

whathappenedhowcanIbesonaivesoMelissaset

meup.Sheevenstabbedherselfsothateverything

canbesolid.

Warden:Heyyou,somepeopleareheretoseeyou

come.

IwalkedtowhereTJandSpheweresitting.

Sphe:Sbaniwhathappened?

TJ:Ufunanimanjela(whatareyoudoinghere).

Me:Itallhappenedsofastshesetmeup.

TJ:Who?Melissa?

Me:Yesshefuckensetmeup.



Sphe:Calmdowntelluswhatreallyhappened?

Itoldthemwhathappened.

TJ:Sothatwasherplan.

Me:Idon'tthinksoIthinkshedidallthatbecause

shefoundmeonthephonewithyou,sheis

obsessedwithGift.

Sphe:Whereisshenow?

Me:Ithinkthehospital.

TJ:Youdidn'tsleepwithherright?

Me:OfcosnotIdidn'ttouchher.

Sphe:Thentheydon'thaveanyevidence.

Me:Uhmmactuallythat'snottrue.

TJ:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:WhenshestabbedherselfItookthebottleout

somyfingerprintsareontheweaponandherphone

wasinmypocketbecauseIdidn'twanthertocall

GiftbeforeIcalledyou.

Sphe:Thisismessedup.



TJ:Weneedtogetyoualawyer.

Me:Idon'tneedalawyer.

Sphe:Don'tbestubborn.

Me:IsaidIdon'tneedalawyer.

Warden:Iskhathisiphelilendoda(timeisup).

Me:Pleasedon'ttellIsiandThandoaboutthis.

TJ:Whatshouldwesay.

Me:Figureitout.

Thewardenwasalreadypushingmetomywaiting

cell,Idon'tknowwhatIwilldoiftheyconvictmebut

theycan'tdothatbecauseI'minnocent.IknowI'm

innocentandMelissaknowsittoo.

Narrated

TJandSphegotintothecaranddrovebackhome.

TJ:Whatshouldwedo?

Sphe:Weneedtofindhimagoodlawyerngeke



sizwengayeheisintrouble.

TJ:Ididn'tseethisonecoming.

Sphe:NeitherdidI.

TJ:WeneedfindthisMelissaandforcehertotell

thetruth.

Sphe:Let'splayitbythebooksbecausewedon't

whosheisworkingwithorhowdangeroussheis.

TJ:Sbaniisstubbornhewillnotwantthelawyer

evenifwefindhimone.

Sphe:Youcansaythatagain,troubleseemstobe

followingusaround.

TJ:Wearehereit'sgoingtobehardhidingthetruth

fromIsiandThando.

Sphe:DamnhardandSanealso.

TJ:Don'tevenmentionit.

Theygotinsideandthegirlswerebusydancingto

somemusicandMamzowasalsoaround.

Mamzo:Myboys.



TJ:Wearenotboysanymoremama.

Sphe:YeahMamzo.

Mamzo:Youknowthatyouwillalwaysbemyboys.

TJ:Whatever.

Mamzo:Whatwasthat?

TJ:NothingMamzo.

Isipho:DidyoucatchGift?

Sphe:Yeswedid,heisbehindbarsaswespeak.

Thando:IshouldcallSbanisothathecancome

back.

TJ&Sphe:Nodon'tcallhim.

Everyonelookedatthem.

Thando:Whynot?

TJ:Uhmmhisbatterydied.

Sphe:Yeahyeahhewillbebackdon'tworry.

Thando:Heissleepingwithherisn'the?

Theykeptquietandlookedateachother,Thando



stoodupandwenttothebedroomwhileSane

followedafterher.

Mamzo:SpheandTJlet'stakeawalkinthegarden.

Theywentoutside.

Mamzo:Talk.

TJ:Sbaniisinjail.

Mamzo:What?

Sphe:Melissasethimup.

Mamzo:WhoisMelissa?

Theytoldhereverything.

Mamzo:Howbadisit?

TJ:Prettybadmama.

Mamzo:Haveyoucontactedalawyeryet?

Sphe:NoSbanisaidhedoesn'twantone.

Mamzo:Wecan'tlistentohimyouknowhow

stubbornheis.

TJ:YeahandpleaseMamzodon'ttellthegirlsyet



Mamzo:OkayweneedtomakesureSbanidoesn't

sleepthere.

Sphe:Wearestilltryingtogetagoodlawyer.

Mamzo:IknowsomeonewhocanhelpIwillcallhim.

Mamzocalledhermantocometothehouse.

Mamzo:Let'sgowaitinside.

Isipho:BabakaCeboiseverythingokay?

Sphe:Yeseverythingisgood.

Isipho:OkayIwillgocheckonher.

Afterafewminutesamancametothehouse.

Mamzo:Let'sgotalkinthestudy.

Theyfollowedeachothertothestudy.

Mamzo:I'msorrythatyouallhadtomeetunder

thesecircumstancesbutthisisbabuMbathathe

oneIhavebeenseeing,Babathesearemyboys.

Mbatha:Nicetofinallymeetyougent's.

TJ&Sphe:Likewise.

Mamzo:Weneedyourhelp.



Mamzonarratedwhathappenedtohim.

Mbatha:Iwillcontactmylawyer.

TJ:Isitpossiblethatwegethimoutoftheretoday.

Mbatha:YesItrustmylawyerandhedoesagood

job.

Sphe:IthinkweshouldjustfindMelissaandforce

thetruthoutofher.

Mbatha:Ialsolikethatidea.

Mamzo:Hayhayno.

Mbatha:Wewillmeetatthepolicestationlet'sgo.

Theyallfollowedeachotheroutsidehopingthatthey

bringSbanihome.

Isipho:Whatdoyouisgoingon?

Sane:Idon'tknowbutitlooksserious.

Thando:Doyouguysthinkmaybesomething

happenedtoSbani.

Isipho:NoIdon'tthinksotheywouldhavetoldus.

Sane:MaybesomethinghappenedtoSims.



Thando:NoIdon'tevenwanttothinkofit.

Isipho:Iwonderwhat'sgoingon.

Sane:Whateveritis,it'snotrightIcanfeelit.

Thando:Yeahneh.

Theykeptquietjustwonderingwhatmaybewrong.

Theothersarrivedatthepolicestationandwaited

forthelawyer.

TJ:What'stakinghimsolong?

Mbatha:Hewillbeheredon'tworryohhereheis.

Amanapproachedthem.

Mbatha:Radebe.

Radebe:Mbatha.

Mbatha:Ineedyourhelp.

Hebriefedhimonwhat'sgoingon.

Radebe:Let'sgotalktohimthen.

Radeberequestedtoseehisclient.

Sbani:WhyisMamzo?



Mamzo:I'mheretoseeyouSbani.

Hesatdown.

Sphe:Weknowyousaidyoudon'twantalawyerbut

webroughtyouone.

Sbanijustlookedatthemandkeptquiet.

Radebe:Sowhathappened.

Sbani:Ididn'tdoitshesetmeup.

Hesaidexplainingwhathappened.

Radebe:That'seasydon'tworryIwillproveyour

innocenceIjustneedyoutotrustmeandworkwith

me.

Sbani:Ireallydon'tneedalawyer.

Mamzo:Sbaniplease.

Sbani:NoMamzoIknowI'minnocent.

Mbatha:Weallknowyouareinnocentbutpleaselet

ushelpyou.

Sbani:Idon'tneedyourhelp.

TJ:Sbanijuststopbeingstubbornforonce.



Sbani:Wardentakemebacktomycell.

Mamzo:Sbanipleasedon'tdothis.

Helookedatthemandthewardentookhimaway.

Mbatha:Heisstubborn.

Sphe:Youhaven'tseenhalfofit.

Radebe:HeisstillinshockIwillbeonhisbail

hearingtomorrow.

Mbatha:ThanksRadebewewillmeetyouthere.

Theyallleft.

Sphe:WehavenochoicebuttoinvolveIsiphointhis

sheistheonlyonewhocangetthroughhim.

Mamzo:That'struebutlet'swaituntiltomorrow.

TJ:Whatheisdeniedbail.

Mbatha:Hewon'tlet'salljusthavefaith.

Mamzo:Thankyouforbeinghere.

Mbatha:I'mgladIcouldhelp,canwepassbythe

hospitalmydaughtertoldmethatsheisthere.

Mamzo:Okaymysonandhergirlfriendarethere.



TJ:Let'sgothen.

TheywenttothehospitalwhileSbanistayedina

prisoncell.

Warden:Someoneisonthelineforyou.

Sbani:Helo.

Melissa:Ihopeyouaresettlingwellthere.

Sbani:Stopthisbeforeyougethurt.

Melissa:I'mnotscaredMliloIwillmakesureyoufor

injail.

Sbani:Yourplanwillnotworktrustme.

Hesaiddroppingthecall.

Warden:Youlooklikeadecentguywhyareeven

here.

Sbani:It'sjustasetup.

Warden:Hopeyougetouttomorrowbecauseifyou

aretransferredyouwon'tsurviveinthere.

Sbanisatdownandtriedtocalmdownsohecan

communicatewithhisancestorstoavailthemselves.



Insertthirtyfour

Threemonthslater

Thingshavebeengoodwithmeactuallytheyhave

beengreatmostwomenarecomingtomeforhelpif

I'munabletohelpIsendthemtomytherapistshe

agreedtohelpmeforfree.

Zaneisstillnotokayshelostitwhenshefoundout

thatGiftmovedtoCapeTownwithhisfamily,she

hasbeenstalkingthemonsocialmediaandIthink

sheisjusttorturingherself.Simshasbeentherefor

hereversinceshetriedpushinghimawaybutit

didn'twork,meandSbaniarestillfriendsbest

friendsifyouaskmeandit'sgreat.

I'mgoingtoZane'shousetoseehershehasn't

attandedclassesinawhileandI'mstartingtoget

reallyworried.

Itakeoutmyphoneandcallher.

Me:FriendI'moutsidepleaseopen.



ShetellsmetocomeandIdo.

Me:Friendhey.

Zane:Heyfriend.

Me:Okayyousoundexcitedwhat'sgoingon.

Zane:Me?ExcitedIdon'tknowwhatyoutalking

about.

Sheaskswithahugesmileonherface.

Me:Quitplayingcomeontellme.

Zane:OkaayI'mgoingonadatetoday.

Me:Adatewithwho?

Zane:WhoelseSimsyoudummy.

IgetupandwedoourspecialdanceandIstart

tearingup.

Zane:Thando.

Iwipemytears.

Zane:Whatswrongmngani.

Me:I'mjusthappytoseeyousmilingagainI'm

happyyoufinallybouncedback.



Zane:I'mhappytoo,thepainwillalwaysbetherebut

I'mmovingonwithmylifewhoknowsmaybeIwill

findsomeonewhowillloveme.

Me:Mmmm.

Zane:What?

Me:Ormaybeyouhavefoundhim.

Zane:IwillpretendlikeIdidn'thearthat.

Me:Whybecauseyoulikehimtoo?

Zane:WhosaidSimslikesme?

Me:Soyoulikehimbutyouareafraidhemaynot

feelthesamehim.

Zane:Ididn'tsaythat.

Me:Whyareyousmilingthen.

Zane:Ihateyourightnow.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Shethrewacushionatme.

Zane:Besidesit'sstillearlyformetobedating.

Me:It'sbeenfourmonthsfriendpleasejustbe



happyandifSimsiswillingtomakeyouhappyallow

himtoobeforeit'stoolate.

Zane:YeahyeahIhearyou,sohowisyourproject

going?

Me:Verywellandnowthatyouarefineyouwillhelp

meout.

Zane:WilllovetooandSbani?

Me:Whatabouthim?

Zane:Areyouguysstillfriendsyouseemtooclose.

Me:Wearestillfriends.

Zane:Mmmmm.

Me:HahahaI'mserious.

Zane:Ifheisnotmakinghismove,makeitfirstI

meanyoulovehim.

Me:Ijustdon'tknowfriendIthinkmaybehehasa

girlfriend.

Zane:Justtalktohim,Sbaniisveryhandsomethey

willsnatchhimawayfromyou.



Me:Okayenoughaboutthatwhatwillyouwear?

Zane:Idon'tknowlet'sgotomyroomsoyoucan

helpmechoose.

Wewenttoherroomandshedisappearedtoher

closet.

Zane:Ican'tfindanythingpropertowear.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyouhavetomanyclothesto

saythat.

Amessagecamethroughherphoneandshereadit

withahugesmile.

Me:It'sjustatextmessagefriend.

Zane:Iknow.

Me:Mygirlisinlove.

Zane:MxmSimswillbehereinanhoursohelpme

outhere.

Me:Wearthatdress.

Isaidpointingtoherlongblackdress.

Zane:Youthinkso.



Me:Iknowyouwillsexyandrespectableonthat

dresstrustme.

Zane:Okayletmeputiton.

Sheputthedressonandgoshshelookedso

beautiful.

Me:Friendwowyoulookbeautiful.

Zane:Thankyoufriend.

Anothermessagecamethroughherphone.

Me:SimsishereearlyIguess.

Shewasquiteforawhile.

Me:Friendwhat'swrong?

Zane:Uhmmnothing.

Me:Zanele.

Zane:It'sGifthewantstoseeme.

Me:Whatnohemustbecrazy.

Shelookeddown.

Me:NonoZanedon'ttellmeyouwillgoseehim.



Zane:Ijustwantanswersandclosure.

Me:Iwillgowithyou.

Zane:NopleasejustgohomeIwillsendSimsatext

tomeetmeatthemall.

Me:Idon'tlikeanyofthis.

Zane:Pleasetrustmelet'sgo.

WeleftZanewenttomeetwithGiftwhileIwent

home.

Me:Whyareyouguyssoloud.

TJ:Simsistryingtofindsomethingtoweartohis

datetoday.

Sims:TheyaremakingmeafoolwenaThando.

Me:IknowwhatZanewillbewearingsoletmehelp

youout.

Sims:Yousawher?

Me:YesI'mcomingfromherplace.

Sims:Okayhelpmeoutthen.

Ihelpedhimoutandhelookedgoodtheywilllook



reallygoodtogether.

Sbani:YoulookgoodBafo.

HesaidcomingfromhisroomrubbinghiseyesI

guesshewassleepingIcannevergetoverhow

goodhelooks.

Sims:Thando.

Hesaidwavinghishandinmyface.

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Sims:Stopstaringathim.

Me:Uhmmmyeahexcuseme.

Iwenttothekitchentodrinksomewater,Ifelthis

colognebehindmeandIdidn'tturnhewhisperedto

myear.

Sbani:Areyouokay?

Ifeltmyheartbeatingfastandmypalmssweating.

Me:UhmmI..I'mfine.

Sbani:Areyousure?

Heisdoingthisintentionally.



Me:Sbaniplease.

IturnedandlookedathimandIcouldn'tmissthe

smirkonhisface.

Sbani:Ngenzenimina(whatdidIdo).

Me:Excuseme.

IwentbacktotheloungeandTJandSimswere

laughing,SpheandIsiwentout.

TJ:IseverythingokayThandoyoulookIdon'tknow

marn.

Me:EverythingisokayTJ.

Sims:Youseemfrustrated.

TheylaughedandIendedupjoiningthem.

Sbani:JustleaveThandoaloneguys.

HeisenjoyingthisIcantellbyhissmile.

Sims:Zanejustsentmeamessagethatwewill

meetatthemallbutIdon'tIwillfetchher.

Sbani:Howdidshegettothemall.

TJ:Thando.



Theyalllookedatme.

Me:What?

Sbani:WhydidZaneleaveSims.

Me:Uhmmnothing.

TJ:Weallknowyouarelyingrightnow.

Me:OkayshegotatextfromGift.

Them:What?

Sims:Andyoudidn'tsayanythingwhatifsomething

happenstoher.

Sbani:Youshouldhavetoldusthemomentyou

walkedintothatdoor.

TJ:Whatifheharmsher.

OkayIdidn'tthinkofitlikethat.

Me:Guyswoawhewon'thurtorwouldhe?

Sims:Ubuzabani?(Whoareyouasking).

Me:I'msorryguyshesaidhewantedthemtotalkI

didn'tthinkmuchofit.

Sbani:JustgoSimsifsomethingiswrongoryou



don'tfindhercallus.

SimsranoutsideandIsatdownworried,Ijustpray

toGodGiftdoesn'thurther.

Narrated

ZanearrivedatthemallandwenttoMuggandBean

tomeetGift.

Gift:MaMbathathankyouforcoming.

Zane:WhyamIhereGift?

Gift:Youlookbeautiful.

ZanesmiledGiftstillhasaneffectonherevenafter

allthathappened.

Zane:ThankyouI'msureyoudidn'tcallmeouthere

totellmethat.

Gift:OfcosnotbutI'mcuriousdidyoudressupfor

me.

Zane:Foryou?ComeonGiftthatshipsailedalong



timeago.

Gift:OkayIalreadyorderedyourfavourite.

Zane:YouarewastingmytimeIhaveadateinafew

minutes.

Gift:Adatewithwho?

Zane:Idon'tthinkthat'sanyofyourbusiness.

Gift:OkayIcalledyouheretoapologisefor

everythingthatIputyouthrough,I'mreallysorry.

Zane:It'sfineI'mwaypassthatnow,butIwantto

knowwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Gift:IwantedtomarryyoubutIknewyouweren't

readytobemywifeandwhenImetMel'sIcouldn't

bringmyselftoaskyoutobemysecondwife.

Zane:BecauseyouknewIwouldn'tagree.

Gift:YesIknewyouwouldn't.

Zane:GiftIlovedyouandIspentallmylifeshowing

youthatIdoandIwouldhaveagreedtoanythingif

thatmeantyoubeinginmylife.

Gift:Youwouldhave?



Giftwasshocked.

Zane:YesGiftIwouldhavebutyoudidn'ttalktome

youjusthadtohurtmelikethatevenifIwasn't

goingtoagreeyoushouldhavetoldmethenIwould

decideformyself.

Gift:Wecanstillmakeitwork.

Zanelaughed.

Zane:Youmustbecrazy.

Gift:I'mseriousmamakheplease.

Zane:Don't,don'tyoudarebringmychildintoyour

madness.

Gift:I'mnotmadbutIloveyou.

Zane:WellIdon'tIhavemovedonwithmylife.

Gift:Movedonwithwho?

Zane:Ifoundsomeonewholovesandrespectsme

morethanyoueverdid.

Gift:Zanenoyouaremine.

HesaidholdingZane'shandandthatscaredher



becauseshehasneverseenGiftlikethat.

Zane:Giftyouarehurtingme.

Gift:OkayI'msorryIdidn'tmeantohurtyoujusttell

meyouloveme.

Simsgotinsideandwentstraighttothem.

Sims:Iseverythingokayhere?

Zane:Ohbabeyouarehere?

Gift:Babe?

Sims:Yesshecalledmebabeisthereaproblem?

Gift:Nosoisthishim?

Zane:Yesit'shimIlovehimsopleaseletmegoand

behappyforme.

Gift:UhmmOfcoscongratulationstakecareIhave

togonow.

Sims:Soyouloveme?

Zane:That'sallyouheard?

Sims:That'stheimportantpartandIloveyoutoo.

Zane:Youdo?



Sims:OfcosIdosthandwasam.

Zanewasablushingmess.

Sims:Andsheisblushing.

Zane:Stopitlet'sgetoutofherepeoplearestaring

atus.

Sims:Theyarejustjealous.

TheywentouttosomerestaurantandGiftwas

lookingatthemwithbloodshoteyeshewas

breathingfire.

Gift:IfIcan'thaveZanethennoonewill.

HesaidgoingtoSimscartofaultthebrakeswhile

theywereenjoyingthemselves.

Sims:Areyouokay?Youhavebeenquitesincewe

gothere.

Zane:IhaveneverseenGiftlikethathelooked

dangerousI'mjustscared.

Sims:Heydon'tworryI'mhereandI'mnotgoing

anywherethismeansIwillprotectyou.

Zane:Thankyou.



Sims:Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Zane:Thankyou,youdon'tlookbadyourselfand

howdidyouknowIwasgoingtowearsomething

black.

Sims:I'mamanofmanytalents.

Zane:ArghitwasThando.

Sims:Thankstoher,Iloveyou.

Zane:I..Iloveyoutoo.

Sims:IpromiseIwillneverhurtyou.

Zane:Youhavetoteachmehowtoshootsothat

whenyouhurtmeIjustshootyou.

Sims:YouaredangerousZanele.

Zane:Let'sorderI'mhungry.

Theyordered,theywerehavingareallygoodtime

theconversationwasflowingandtheywereboth

happynotknowingwhatwasawaitingthemoutside.

Whentheyweredoneeatingtheywalkedtobeach

becauseitwasnear.



Zane:Ithinksomeoneisfollowingus.

Sims:Whyareyousayingthis?

Zane:Ihavebeenseeingsomeonebehindusbut

whenIlookbackheisnotthere.

Sims:Whocoulditbe.

Zane:It'sGift.

Sims:NoIdon'tthinkheisdangerous.

Zane:Youcouldhaveseenhimhewasveryangry.

Sims:Whatdidhesayexactly?

Zane:Hesaidifhecan'thavemethennobodywill.

Sims:Okaylet'sgobacktothecarIwillcallSbani.

TheywenttothecarandSimscalledSbani.

Sbani:Shestoodyouupdidn'tshe?

Sims:FusegnoIthinkGiftisfollowingus.

Sbani:Whatbutwhy?

Sims:HethreatenedZaneearlieron.

Sbani:Okayjustdrivebackhomewewilltrytracking



himdown.

Sims:ShoBafo.

Zane:And?

Sims:Putyourseatbeltonlet'sgoIloveyouokay.

Zane:Iloveyoutoo.

TheykissedandSimsdrove.

AthometheywerebusytrackingGiftsmovements.

TJ:Ithinkheisstillatmall.

Thando:Sbani.

Heshouted.

TJ:Bafowhyareyouzoningout.

Sbani:Ithinksomethingiswrong.

Thando:Why?

Sbani:Idon'tknowbutsomethingiswrongletme

callSimsagain.

SbanicalledSimsbuthewasnotpickingup

becausethecarhadrolledoutoftheroad,Sims

couldhearhisphoneringingbuthecouldnotreach



toitbecausehewasstuck.

Sbanibecameangryandhecrieditfrustratedhimto

feelthatsomethingwaswrongbutnotseewhatit

was.

Thando:Sbaniwhat'swrong?

Shewasalreadycrying.

TJ:IwilljusttraceSimsphonebecauseclearly

somethingiswrong.

ThandowenttothekitchentogetSbanisomewater

becausehewasshakinguncontrollable.

Shecamebackwiththewaterandsatdownthen

putSbani'sheadinherlap.

Sphe:Familywearehome.

Nooneanswered.

Isipho:What'sgoingon?

TJ:SimscalledussayingthatGiftisfollowingthem?

Sphe:Them?

TJ:YeshimandZanenowwecan'treachhimonthe



phoneandSbaniislikethatbecausehesays

somethingiswrong.

Sphe:Trackhisphone.

TJ:That'swhatI'mdoing.

TJdidhisthing.

TJ:Igotitlet'sgo.

Sbani:Let'sgo.

Thando:Youareinnostatetogo.

Sbani:Areyouguyscomingornot.

TheyallfollowedafterhimwhileSimsandZane

werestillstuckinthecar.

Insertthirtyfour

Narrated

Theyallgottothehospital.

Mbatha:I'mgoingtoaskformydaughter'swardin

thereception.



Mamzo:Okaywewillgocheckonmysonandhis

girlfriend.

WhileMbathawenttothereceptiontheotherswent

totheward.

Mamzo:Thandowhendidyouguysgethere?

Thando:AcoupleofminutesagoIthoughtyouwere

allhere.

Sphe:Noweneededtobesomewhereelse.

Isipho:Okaywhereismybrother?

TJ:Uhmmheisstillbusywithsomething.

Zane:Ohho.

Thegirlswerenotconvincedatall.

Mamzo:HowisSimsdoing?

Thando:Stillnochangemama.

Sphe:WhereisZane?

Isipho:Shewentoutsideforsomeair.

Zane:Thisthingisreallyweighingonher.

Thando:AndshewashopingSbaniwouldbehere,



shesaidthere'ssomethingtheytalkedabout.

Mamzo:Shewilltalktohimdon'tworry.

Mbathagotintotheward.

Mbatha:ThereisnooneinthereceptionsoIwill

waithereuntilthere'ssomeonewhowillhelpme.

Mamzo:OkaygirlsthisBabaMbatha,Babemeetmy

girlsThando,IsiphoandSane.

Isipho:BabeawwMamzo.

Mbatha:Nicemeetingyougirls.

Them:Likewise.

Mamzo:Thisismyson.

Mbatha:Heisgoingtobefinedon'tworry.

Sphe:Zane.

Zane:Heyguys,Baba?

Mbatha:Zanele?

Sherushedtoherfather'sarms.

Mbatha:Ohmybabyit'sokay.



Theotherswerelookingateachotheramazed.

Mbatha:Iwenttothereceptiontolookforyoubut

therewasnoonetheretohelpmesowhereisyour

ward?

Zane:ThisismywardBaba.

Mamzo:Okaylet'sallcalmdown,BabaisZaneyour

daughter?

Zane:Baba?

Mbatha:Yessheismydaughterhowdoyouknow

her?

Mamzo:OkayZaneisSimsgirlfriendtheywereinan

accidenttogether.

Mbatha:Soitwasyoursonwhoalmostkilledmy

daughter?

Zane:Daddynopleasecalmdown.

Mbatha:Sothisiswhatyouhavebeendoingin

Durban?

Mamzo:Mbathapleasecalmdown.

Zane:PleaseexcuseusIneedtospeaktomyfather.



Thando:Yousureyougoingtobeokayfriend?

Zane:Iwillbefinedon'tworry.

Mbatha:Zanelekhuluma.

Zane:ShandulistentheaccidentwasnotSimsfault

thebrakeswerefaulted.

Mbatha:Faulted?Thismeanssomeonewantedto

killyouwasitoneofhisgirlfriend's.

Zane:UhmmnoitwasGift.

Shesaidlookingdown.

Mbatha:Gift?usholomfanawakaZwane(youmean

thatZwaneboy?).

Zane:Yebobaba.

Mbatha:Whydidhedothat?

Zane:IfoundouthehasawifeandwhenItriedto

leavehimhethreatenedthatnoonewillhavemeif

hedoesn't.

Mbatha:Uphilomfanamanje(whereishenow).

Zane:Inprison.



Mbatha:Ineedtohaveatalkwithhim.

Zane:Babanopleasejustletthisgo.

Mbatha:Letitgo?Healmostgotyoukilledand

someone'sson.

Zane:Shanduplease.

Mbatha:OkayIwillletitslidefornowsotellmehow

areyoudoing?

Zane:IlostmybabyBaba.

Mbatha:Ohbabycomehere.

Hehuggedher.

Zane:Gifttookeverythingawayfromme,my

daughterandmylove.

Mbatha:It'sgoingtobefinemygirldon'tworry.

Zane:I'mscaredBabawhatifhedoesn'twakeup?

Theywillblamemebecauseit'smyfault.

Mbatha:It'snotyourfaultandhewillwakeupjust

bethereforhim.

Zane:Ihopeso.



Mbatha:Doyouevenlovehimoryoustillhurt?

Zane:IlovehimalotBaba.

Mbatha:Okayhewillbefine.

Zane:SoyouandMamzo?

Mbatha:What?

Zane:Doyouknowsheismyboyfriend'smother?

Mbatha:Sowhat?

Zane:HayiBaba

Mbatha:Sinceyoualreadyknowherwhatdoyou

thinkofher?

Zane:SheisagreatwomanandIloveher.

Mbatha:That'stheonlythingthatmatters.

Zane:Areyouhappythough?

Mbatha:SinceIlostyourmotheritisthefirsttimeI

openmyselfuptoloveagainandI'mhappy.

Zane:That'sgoodBabasowheredidyouguysmeet?

Mbatha:HereinDurban.



Zane:SomydadhasbeencomingtoDurbanbutI

don'tknow.

Mbatha:Iwasbusyphelangiyajola.

Theybothlaughed.

Zane:ReallyBaba.

Mbatha:Didyouhearthat?

Zane:What?

Mbatha:Yourboyfriendalsolaughed.

Zane:Areyousure?

Mbatha:YesI'msurecalladoctor.

Zane:Doctorpleasecomedoctor.

TheothersalsorushedinsideexceptforTJ,Sphe

andThando.

Thando

TJandSpheaskedtotalktomeinthecareven

thoughIwassoanxioustoseeifSimsisawakeor



notbuttheyseemtobesadsoIguesssomethingis

wrong.

Me:GuyscanwedothislatermaybeSimsisawake.

Sphe:Wewillcheckonhimafterthis.

TJ:UhmmThandothereisnootherwaytosaythis

Sbaniisinprison.

Me:Doingwhat?IsGiftout?

Sphe:NoSbaniwasarrested.

Me:Arrestedbutwhy?

TJ:MelissasethimupThando.

Me:Sethimuphow?AndwhyamIhearingthisnow?

Sphe:Wethoughtwecouldhandleitandhewillget

outtodaybutwefailed.

Me:SoSbaniwillbespendinghisnightinjail.

TJ:Yesweareplanningtogethimouttomorrowbut

hedoesn'twantalawyer.

Me:Ishecrazywhy?

Sphe:Becauseheisinnocent.



Me:Whathappenedexactly?

TJ:MelissatoldSbaniwhereGiftwashopinghewill

helpherbutinsteadhecalledusandMelissacaught

himandstabbedherselfclaimingSbanitriedtorape

her.

Me:What?Sbaniwouldneverdothat.

Sphe:Weknowitwasalljustasetup.

Me:SowhatdoIdo.

Sphe:Wecangotothepolicestationandyoucan

trytalkingtohimaboutgettingalawyer.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

TJdrovetothepolicestationwhilemyphonerang.

Me:Babe.

Isipho:Simsisawake.

Me:That'sgreatnewswewillbetherejustnow.

Isipho:Wheredidyouguysgoanyway.

Me:Wewenttogetsomefood.

Isipho:Okaysho.



IdroppedthephoneIhatelyingtoher.

Me:ThatwasIsiSimsisawake.

Sphe:Ohgoshthat'sgreat.

Wearrivedatthepolicestationandgotinside,Sbani

cametoseeandIcouldtellhewaspissed.

Me:Babeareyouokay?

Sbani:Gentswhatisshedoinghere?

Sphe:Wefiguredyoumightlistentoher.

Me:Sbanipleasejustletthelawyerhelpyou.

TJ:Simsisawakepleasedoitforhim.

Sbani:Heisawake?

TJ:Hewokeupacoupleofminutesago.

Hewantedtocrybuthepreventedhimself.

Sbani:That'sgood.

Me:Soyouwillletthelawyerhelpyou.

Sbani:Fine.

TJ:Whydidn'tyoutellusthatyouneededThandoto



tellyoubecauseshedidn'tevenconvinceyou.

Sbani:It'snotthesameandI'mdoingthisforSimsI

can'twaittoseehim.

Me:Ohbabeareyousureyouaregoingtobeokay?

Sbani:Iwillbefine.

Me:Melissaisgoingtopayforthis.

Sbani:Don'tdosomethingstupidtomorrowIwillbe

outofhere.

TJ:Weshouldgonowwillseeyouatyourbail

hearing.

Sbani:UhmmmMelissacalled.

Sphe:What?Where?

Sbani:Hereshewasjustgloatingabouteverything.

Me:Thatsonofabitch.

Sbani:Justgomytimeisover.

Me:Iloveyou.

Sbani:Iloveyoutoosthandwasam.

Itriedtohughimbutthewardenrefusedandweleft.



TJ:Don'tcryThandoheisgoingtobeoutby

tomorrow.

Me:Ihopeso.

Sphe:DoyouguysthinkweshouldtellIsiphoand

Sane?

Me:Ithinkweshouldbecauseweallneedtogo

supportSbanitomorrow.

TJ:Goodluckonthat.

Me:Youshouldtellthem.

TJ:Nono.

Sphe:Isiphosentmeamessagethatweshouldgo

straighthomewewillseeSimstomorrowthedoctor

saidheneedstorest.

Me:OkayTJjustdrivehome.

TJdrovehomeandwegotinside.

Sphe:WhereisMamzo?

Sane:SheleftwithBabaMbatha.

Sphe:OkaywhereisIsi?



Sane:ShewenttoputCebotosleepIwilldishupfor

youguys.

TJ:Thankyoubabe.

IwenttohelpoutSaneinthekitchen.

Sane:Sowhereareyouguyscomingfrom?

Me:UhmmhowisSims?

Sane:ReallyThando?Ithoughtyouguyssaidyou

weregoingtogetsomefood.

Me:Let'sgositdown.

Wegavetheguysfoodandweate.

Sphe:Mamakheissheasleep?

Isipho:Yesfinally.

Me:SoguyswehavesomethingtotellyoupleaseIsi

don'toverreact.

Isipho:Ohokay.

TJ:Sbaniisinjail.

Isipho:Jail?Asinarrestedorwhat?

TJ:Yesarrested.



Sane:Butwhy?

Me:Melissasethimup.

Wetoldthemwhathappened.

Isipho:HeismybrotherwhyamIonlyfindingout

now?

Sphe:Ithappenedtodaywewerestilltryingtoget

himout.

Isipho:Iguessthatdidn'tturnoutwellbecauseI

don'tseemybrotheranywhere.

Sphe:Babecalmdown.

Isipho:Don't?Don'ttouchme.

Me:Isiphocalmdownhewillbeoutbytomorrow.

Sane:Areyousureaboutthat?Ithinkweneedto

findthisMelissaandmakeherpayforthis.

TJ:Let'swaitfortomorrow.

Isipho:I'mgoingtobed.

Sphe:YesIthinkit'sbestweallgotobed.

WeallwenttobedandwhenIgotthereIcried



myselftosleep.

InthemorningIwokeuppreparedforcourt,Iwent

downstairsandeveryonewasready.

Me:Isiphoareyouokay?

Shejustlookedatmeandkeptquiet.

Sphe:Don'tmindhersheisstillangrythatwedidn't

tellher.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

Weallgotintothecarandwenttocourt,wegot

thereandsettleddownwhilewaitingforSbani.

TheybroughthiminandRadebethelawyerwasalso

there,IwipedatearthatfellfrommyeyeIjust

couldn'tstandseinghimlikethat.

Judge:MrRadebehowdoesyourclientplead.

Sbani:Notguiltyyourhonour.

Thejudgekeptquietforsometimethenhe

requestedtospeakwithbothlawyersinhis

chambers.

Me:Doyouguysthinkhewillgetbail.



Mbatha:Hewilldon'tworry.

Isipho:Thisisscarywhatifhedoesn'tgetbail.

Mamzo:Let'sbepositiveplease.

TheguyswerejustquiteIguesstheywerescaredof

theoutcomes,IlookedacrosstheroomandIsaw

Melissasittingdownwithsomeladies.

Sane:IsthatMelissa?

Me:Yesthat'sher.

Sane:Iwillbeback.

Me:NoSanepleasejustsitdown.

Sane:NoIneedtotalktoher.

TJ:Sanelisiwesitthefuckdown.

Sane:Mxm.

TJ:Whatdidyousay?

Sane:Nothing.

Mamzo:Pleasestopthis.

Judge:Orderincourt.



Weallkeptquiet.

Judge:Tryingtokillsomeoneespeciallyawomanis

disgustingandshouldn'tevenbeallowed,toalsoto

tryandforceyourselfonsomeoneistheworsething

eversoyourbailMrKhozaisdenied.

Me:What?No.

Iheardmyselfshouting.

MrRadebe:Motionpleasejudge.

Judge:NomotionMrRadebe.

IlookedatSbaniandhewaslookingstraightat

Melissawithredeyes.

Isipho:Bhuti.

Shesaidrunningtohimandhehuggedherbriefly

becausethepoliceweretakinghimaway.

Mamzo:Ohmywhatdowedonow.

Mbatha:Let'sgotalktoRadebeandaskedabouta

wayforward.

Me:Ican'tbelievethis.



Sane:Ihaveaplan.

TJ:Whatthefuckwillwedonow.

Sphe:TJlet'sgo.

TheybothleftIsiwasacryingmess.

Me:Babepleasecalmdown.

Sane:Let'sgooutside.

IsigaveCebotoMamzo.

Me:Sowhat'syourplan?

Sane:Let'sfollowMelissaandherfriends.

Isipho:Whatdoyouwantustodo.

Sane:IhavealreadycalledanUberlet'sgojusttrust

me.

WeallwaitedforanUberIdon'tthinkthere'sanyone

whowasthinkingstraight.

Insertthirtyfive

Wecanneverknowwhenwewillloseourlovedones

that'swhyweneedtospendeachdaycherishing



thembecauseinablinkofaneyethingschangeand

there'snowaytogobacktoshowingsomeonehow

youfeel,lifeistooshortweshouldspendeachday

livingittothefullestandappreciatingeachotherso

thatwewon'thaveanyregrets.

Sbaniisdrivinglikeamaniacandnooneiswillingto

sayanythingbecausetheyknowthere'snogetting

throughhimwhenheislikethis,wearequitepraying

thattheysurvivewhateverthathashappenedto

them.

Weseeparamedicspassingusandpolicefollowing

behindthemandwealllookateachother,Sbani

increasesthespeedandatthismomentwealldon't

carewejustwanttoarrivetothescene.

WhenwearenearTJlooksathisphone.

TJ:ThisisitguysSimsphoneisthere.

Sphe:Areyousure?

TJ:Sbanipullover.

Sbanistopsthecarandtheyallgetoutrushingto

Simscarwhichrolledoutoftheroadandmeand



Isiphofollowbehindthem.

Police:Pleasedon'tgonearthescene.

Sbani:That'sourbrotherinthere.

Police:Pleasecalmdowntheparamedicsaredoing

theirjob.

Weallmovebackandallowthemtodotheirjob,one

paramedicpassusandtheguysstophim.

TJ:Shomfethuhowbadisit?

Paramedic:Areyoufamily?

TJ:Yesthat'sourbrotherandhisgirlfriend.

Hescratcheshisheadandsigh.

Paramedic:Uhmmwearestilltryingtogetthemout

butitseemslikeyourbrotheristheonewhoisin

dangerexcuseme.

Isipho:PleaseGoddon'tletthemdie.

Iholdherclose.

Me:Theywon't.

Isaytryingtoconvincemyselfmorethanher.



Theyfinallyputtheminstretchersandtheyare

injuredSimsfaceisnotrecognisable.

Sbani:Youladiesstayherewewillgoandcheck.

Wenodwhiletheytalktothepoliceandparamedics.

IlookthemwithworryasIseethattheyare

panicking,theyarebusyscratchingtheirheadswhile

talking,theyreturntousandweallgetintothecar

followingbehindtheparamedics.

MeandIsiphogetinthebackandIlayherheadon

mylapasshedriftsofftosleep,Iclosemyeyes

tryingtosleepbutIheartheguystalking.

Sphe:Didyouseehowbaditwas?

TJ:Ididn'tevenseeSimsface.

Sbani:Doyouguysthinkheisgoingtomakeit.

Theykeepquietforawhile.

Sphe:TobehonestIdoubtatleastZaneisnotas

badasSims.

TJ:Idon'twanttoburymybrother.

ThatmakesmesadandIfeelmytearsstreaming



downmyfaceIdon'tevenbotherwipingthem.

Sbani:MetooBafo.

SphekeepsquietandIknowheiscryingheisthe

emotionalone.

TJ:Sphecomeon.

Sphe:Ijust..I'm..

IfinallygatherthecouragetoopenmyeyesandTJ

isholdingSphewhiletearsarealsostreamingdown

hisface,IseeSbaniwipinghisfacewhiledriving.

Wegettothehospitalandweallrushinsideeven

Isipho.

Thedoctorattendtothemandtheyarerushedto

thetheatre,Shawnisalsohere.

Sbani:Shawnhowbadisit?

Shawn:Ipromisetoinformyouguyswhenweare

donepleasejustwait.

Hesayswhilerunningtothetheatre,thesadpartis

thatMamzowentoverseaswithhermankantiit

wouldhavebeenbetterifshewashereweallneed



her.

TJ:ShouldwecallMamzo?

Sbani:Alreadydidman.

Weallsitdownandkeepquiet.

Isipho:Ouch.

Wealljump.

Sphe:Babewhat'swrong?

Isipho:Ithinkmywaterjustbroke.

Sbani:Ohnonotnow.

HerushestothenurseandtheytakeherwithSphe

followingafterthem.

TJ:AtleastnowSphewillthinkaboutsomethingelse.

Sbani:Yeahman.

Wesitdownandjustwait,hourspassandwehear

nothingnotfromSpheandnotfromShawn.

Me:Doyouguysthinksomethinghappenedtothe

baby?

AstheyareabouttoanswerSpheappearslooking



drainedbutsmiling.

Me:And?

Sphe:Theyarefine.

Sbani:They?

Sphe:Isiandmydaughter.

TJ:Daughter?CongratulationsBafo.

Me:Canweseethem.

Sphe:Followme.

WefollowedhimandgotintotheroomIsiphowas

asleep.

Sbani:Heiscute.

TJ:Shelookslikeme.

Me:That'sverytruesheissocutewithSbani'sbig

eyes.

Sphe:Ifeelrobbed.

Weallchuckle.

Sbani:What'shername?



Sphe:Wewantyoutonameher.

Sbani:Cebolenkosi.

Sphe:ThankyouBafo.

Theybrohugged.

Me:That'sacutename.

Nurse:Excusemeweneedtotakethebabynowand

sheneedstorest.

Weallgotoutandwentbacktobeingstressed.

Sphe:Haveyouguysheardanything?

Sbani:Nothing.

Me:Iwillgogetyouguyssomecoffee.

TheynoddedandIwenttogetsomecoffeeand

guesswhoIsawsnoopingaroundGiftandhejust

stoodthereandlookedatmewhilesmiling.

Ithinksomethingiswrongwithhimmaybeheis

crazy,Iwentbacktotheotherswithoutbuyingthat

coffee.

TJ:Whyareyourunning?



Me:IjustsawUhmmm.

Sbani:SawwhoThando?

Me:Gift.

Sphe:Where?

Me:Bythedoorhewastalkingtosomenurseand

whenhesawmehejustsmiled.

TJ:ThisGiftguyisaskingfortrouble.

Sbani:Let'sgoseeifheisstillthere.

AstheywereabouttoleaveShawncame.

Sphe:So?

Shawn:TheoperationswereasuccessbutSimsis

notoutofthewoodsyet.

Sbani:Whatdoesthatmean?

Shawn:Thegirlisoutofdanger.

TJ:EhhShawnstopbeatingaroundthebushhowis

Simbongile?

Hesaidshouting.

Shawn:UhmmmhealmostmadeitUhmmit'sbad



guysIdon'twanttolie,westillwaitingforanother

doctorwhowillperformanothersurgerylateron.

Me:Canweseethem?

Shawn:Ofcosandtheyareinthesamewardplease

followme.

WhilefollowingafterShawnIpinchedmyselfI

wantedtoconfirmifthiswasrealityornotbecauseI

feltlikeitwasamoviemaybesomeoneforgottosay

cut,Ihaveonlyseenthisinmovieswheretheytell

familiesthatthepersonalmostmadeitbutwhenI

feltthepainwhenpinchingmyselfIrealisedthatthis

isrealityourreality.

Shawn:Iwillgiveyouguystenminutesandyoucan

talktothemtheywillhearyouguys.

Zanehadmachinesaroundherbutitwasbetterthan

SimsIhaveneverseensomethinglikethatand

neverinmywildestdreamshaveIthoughtthatI

wouldseeit.Hehadbandagesaroundhisheadand

faceactuallyeverywhere.

Sphe:Let'stalktoZanefirst.



Wenoddedandwentaroundherbed.

Me:Heyfriendit'sme.

That'stheonlythingthatcameoutofmymouthI

triedtalkingbutnowordscameoutofmymouth.

Sbani:Heyyoudon'tneedtotalkatleastsheknows

youarehere.

TJ:Heyskeemweareallherepleasejustgetbetter

andcomebacktous,Simsneedsyouwealldo.

YouseeTJandSbaniarethestrongestone'sinall

ofusoratleasttheyactliketheyarestrong.

WeallkissedherforeheadandwenttoSims.

Sphe:IsthisrealormaybeI'mjusthavingabad

dream?

Sbani:Ihavebeenaskingmyselfthateversincewe

gothere.

IguessI'mnottheonlyonewhothinksthisisnot

real.

Sphe:BafopleasepullthroughIknowyouarestrong,

strongerthanallthesemachinesIsiphogavebirth



andit'sagirlIwantyoutomeetherplease.

Hesaidthatandleft.

TJ:Simsyouknowweallneedyoutosurvive,we

havebeenthroughalottogetherIknowthisis

nothingjustkeepfightingIloveyouman.

Healsoleft.

Me:InyouIfoundabrotherandthere'snodaythat

wentbywithoutyoushowingmethatyoucareIjust

wantyoutoknowthatIappreciateyouandIcare

pleasejustpleasedon'tdie.

IwipedmytearsandlookedatSbaniwhowas

holdingSimshand.

Me:Willyoubeokay?

Sbani:YesIwillbefine.

Itappedhisshoulderandleft.

Sbani



Haveyoueverseenorexperiencedsomethingbut

convincedyourselfthatitwasnotrealbecauseyou

wereindenialthat'smerightnow,Iknowtheyarein

hospitalandit'sbadbuthereIamtryingtoconvince

myselfthatthisisjustadream.IfeelbadbecauseI

hadthepowertostopallthisbutitwasallvivid,I

couldn'tseeanythingandIcan'thelpitbutblame

myselfandthosethatgavemethisgift.

IftheyhadshowedmethiswasgoingtohappenI

couldhavepreventeditfromhappeningbutnow

hereweare,I'mlookingatmybrotherwhomaynot

surviveallthis.

Me:Simbongilethere'snoneedtotellyouthis

becauseyouknowthatyouneedtofight,youneed

tofightforus,forZaneandmostimportantlyfor

Mamzo.Wedon'twanttoloseyoubecauseIknow

wecanneversurviveitandyouknowitsoplease

fight.IloveyouBafoandIknowyouwillpullthrough.

Themachinestartedbeepingandhestartedshaking

uncontrollable.

Shawn:Youneedtoleave.



Me:Nowhat'sgoingon.

Shawn:PleasegetoutSbani.

Istoodbythedoorasotherdoctorsandnurses

attendedtohim.

Shawn:Heiscodingandwearelosinghim.

Heshoutedtothenurses.

Me:NoSimsfight,keepfightingyouhearmefight.

IshoutedwhilecryingIfeltlikeIwaslosingmymind.

Shawn:Weneedtorushhimtotheatrenow.

Iwentandtheotherscamerunningtome.

TJ:Ishe...

Me:Notheyarerushinghimtothetheatrefor

anotheroperation.

Sphe:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknowhe...hejuststartedshakingandthe

machinesstartedbeepingtheysaidhewascoding.

Thando:Thatcan'tbegood.

TJ:Let'sjusthopehewillbefine.



Me:Let'sgotothewaitingroom.

Weallfollowedeachothertothewaitingroom.

Me:Weneedtofindhim.

Sphe:Findwho?

Me:Gift.

TJ:Let'sgo.

Me:ThandostayhereandkeepcheckingonIsipho

andZane.

Sphe:AndcalluswhenSimscomesoutofsurgery.

Thando:Okaypleasebesafe.

Ikissedherforeheadandhuggedhertightwhenwe

wereabouttoleaveMamzocamerushingtous.

Thando:Mama.

Shesaidthrowingherselfather.

Mamzo:Ohnganezam(mychildren).

Shehuggedusonebyone.

Mamzo:Howishe?



TJ:It'sbadMamzo.

Mamzo:HeisafighterIknowhim.

Sphe:Let'sgo.

Mamzo:Whereareyouguysgoing?

Wejustkeptquietandlookedather.

Mamzo:SbaniIknowthatlookandyouarenot

goinganywhere.

Sbani:Mamzoweloveyouandyouknowwerespect

youbutpleasedon'ttrytostopusnow.

Mamzo:Okayjustpleasebecareful.

Us:Wewill.

Weleftthemandgotintothecar.

Sphe:Wheredowestart?

TJ:Stopdon'tdriveoutofthehospitalyetletmetry

hackingintotheircamerasandseeifheleftornot.

Wewaitedforhimwhilehewasdoinghisthing.

TJ:Seemslikehetalkedtoanurseandaskedher

aboutZaneandSimsthenhestayedforafew



minutesandleft.

Sphe:Let'sgothenkeepcheckingwhathedidnext.

IdroveoutofthehospitalatthismomentIknowmy

ancestorswillnotbeabletocommunicatewithme

sinceI'mangry,Inordertodosotheyneedmeto

calmdownandclearmyheadbuttheywillhaveto

forgivemebecauseIcan'tdothatnow.

TJ:SeemslikeheboughtatickettoCapeTown.

Me:Whereshouldwechecktheairport?

TJ:I'mtryingtotrackdownthecarhewasdriving.

Sphe:Howdoyoudothatnaweyoushouldbe

arrestednje.

Me:Really?

Wealllaughed.

TJ:Drivetothisaddress.

Idrovetotheaddresshegavemeandwesawthe

carGiftwasdrivingatthehospital.

Me:Youthinkheishere?



Sphe:Let'sjustgoinside.

WewentinsideandtheytoldusthatGifthiredthat

car,hedroppeditafewhoursandtookanUberto

theairport.

TJ:Idon'tthinkwewillfindhimbutdrive.

Sphe:DrivefastSbani.

Idrovefastbecausetheairportiskindofreallyfar.

TJ:DoyouguysthinkSimswillpullthrough.

Sphe:Realityisthechancesareveryslim.

Me:Yeahbutweprayhedoes.

TJ:AndwenaSbaniwhenwillyougiveThandoa

chanceImeanlifeistooshorttobedoingwhatyou

aredoing.

Me:Andwearehere.

Sphe:Youarejustdodgingthequestion.

Me:Canwejustgo.

WesearchedaroundbutnothingIaskedthesecurity

andhetoldmethattheplaneisabouttotakeoff.



Werantoitbutweweretoolate.

TJ:Guyslookthere'sisGift.

Hewaslookingatuswithahugesmileonhisface.

Me:Isitpossibleforyoutostopthisaeroplane.

Security:Onwhatgrounds.

Sphe:Justfuckindoit.

Security:I'msorrybutwecan't.

Anotherpersonwhoworkstherecametous.

Lady:Someonetoldmetogiveyouguysthispaper.

Wetookitandsheleft.

TJ:"YOUWILLNEVERFINDMEANDTHEYARE

GOINGTODIE".

Me:Sonofbitchhewillnotgetawaywiththis.

Sphe:Weneedtohunthimdownwhoknowshecan

comebackandfinishthemup.

Myphoneringed.

Me:Thando.



Thando:Youneedtocomebacktothehospital.

Me:What'sgoingon.

Thando:Justcomebacknow.

Me:Thando.

Shealreadydroppedthephone.

TJ:What'sshesaying?

Me:Let'sgo.

Sphe:What'sgoingon?

Me:Shesaidweneedtodrivebacktothehospital.

TJ:Let'sgothen.

WerantothecarandTJdrovetothehospital,Ipray

toGodSimsisstillalivebecauseifnotI'mflyingto

CapeTowntonight.

Insertthirtyfive

WegotintoanUberandaskedthedrivetofollow

Melissaandhisfriends,Ididn'tknowwhatSane's

planwasbutIwashopingitworksoutinourfavour.



Sane:Pleasedropushere.

ShesaidonceMelissa'scarstopped,thedriver

droppedusafterwepayed.

Isipho:What'stheplan?

Sane:Youshouldn'thavecamewithusIsiyouhave

ababytoworryabout.

Isipho:It'snotlikeyouguysareheretodie.

Sane:Youmayneverknow.

Me:WhatdoyoumeanSane?

Sane:Nothinglet'swaitforthemtogetdrunkfirst.

Me:Sowegoingtojustsitbythegate.

Sane:Yesthisisgoingtoworktrustme.

IjustnoddedmyheadinthiscaseIwilldoanything

forSbanitogetoutofjailIcan'tseemtoerasehis

faceonmymindwhenthejudgetoldhimthathis

bailwasdenied.SbaniisstrongIhaveseenhim

breakafewtimesbutIhaveneverseenhimthat

scared,hewasreallyangrybuthewasalsoscared.

Isipho:Thandowhat'sonyourmind?



Me:I'mjustthinkingaboutSbaniIhaveneverseen

himthatscared.

Isipho:Hetriedtoactstrongbuthewasscared.

Zane:IhaveknownyouguysforashortesttimebutI

haveseenhowstrongheishewillbefine.

Isipho:IhopesoneverinmywholelifehaveI

thoughtthatmybrothercanbearrested.

Me:It'snotlikehereallydiditIsihewassetup.

Sane:Wearegoingtosortthisout,thisMelissa

needswomanlikeustosortherout.

Me:ImwithyouonthatoneI'mwillingtodo

anything.

Isipho'sphonerang.

Me:Youshouldswitchitoffbeforetheguysfindus.

Isipho:Maybeit'saboutCebo.

Sane:ThisiswhatImeantwhenIsaidyoushouldn't

havecame.

Me:WeknowyouloveyourbrotherIsibutCebo

needsjustcallaanUberandleaveplease.



Isipho:Areyouguysgoingtobeokay?

Sane:WewilltrustIhavegotalltheskillstoprotect

thebothofus.

Me:Theskills?

Shelaughed.

Sane:YesThando,IsihaveyoucalledtheUber?

Isipho:Yesit'squitenear.

WewaitedforafewminutesandthentheUber

cameandtookIsipho.

Sane:Letthegamebegin.

Me:YouneedtofillmeuponthisplanofyourssoI

knowwhattoexpect.

Sane:ChillbabeIthinkweshouldgetinsidenow.

Me:Getinsideanddowhat?

ShekeptquietandIfollowedbehindher,whenwe

wereatthedoorshetookoutagun.

Me:Saneagun?Wheredidyougetagun?

Sane:Keepitdown.



Me:Nowedidn'ttalkaboutanygun.

Sane:Thandopleasekeepitdown.

Me:Promisemeyouwon'thurtanyone.

Zane:I'mnotpromisingyouthatpleasefollowmeor

juststayhere.

Isighedbecauseshewasdamnserious.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

Wegotinsideandtherewassmokeeverywhere

becausetheyweresmokinganddrinking.

Sane:LadiesIseeyouarebusycelebrating.

Melissa:OhwhodowehavehereMlilo'ssupposedly

wifeandherfriend.

TheyalllaughednotseingtheguninSane'shand.

Sane:Ohsoyoufindallthisfunnyhuh?

Sheaskedpointingagunonthem.

Melissa:Thandopleasetalktoyourfriend.

Me:Ohyouknowmynamenow?IthoughtIwas

Mlilo'ssupposedlywife.



Melissa:Pleasethinkaboutmyson.

Theotherladiesweredeadquietmaybesomeof

themhadpeedonthemselves.

Sane:Thinkaboutyourson?That'sveryironic

becauseyoudidn'tthinkaboutSbani'sfamilywhen

yousethimup.

Melissa:Ididn'tsethimuphetriedtokillme.

Ifoundmyselfslappingher.

Me:HewillneverdothatIknowhimwhatIdon'tget

iswhyyoudiditbecauseGiftisinprison.

Sane:TellusMelissawhatwereyouhopingtogain.

Melissa:Ladiespleasecallthepolice.

Sane:Ifanyofyouwantstodieyoucangoahead

andcallthepolice.

Theylookedateachotherandkeptquiet.

Me:Soareyoudroppingthecaseornot?

Melissa:Iwillnotdothathetriedtorapemefor

god'ssake.



Sane:Ohhetriedtorapeokaythat'sfine.

Sametookoutherphoneandcalledsomeone.

Sane:Sendthevideo.

Shesaidanddroppedthephone.

Me:WhatvideoSane?

Sane:Justwatchandlearndearfriend.

Amessagecamethroughherphone.

Sane:SoMel'swhenareyoudroppingthecharges

becauseallIknowisthatSbaniisnotspending

anotherdayinprison.

Melissa:Fuckyou.

Sane:Ohfuckme?That'scuteisthisnotyourson?

Sheshowedherthevideo.

Melissa:Nopleasedon'thurthim.

Sane:Ohsouyakwaziukuthiplease?

Sanewasonanothermode.

Me:Wellit'suptoyou,yourson'slifeisnowinyour

handssowhatwoulditbe.



Melissa:Youarebluffingaren'tyou?

Sane:Thandoshethinkswearejoking.

Sanelookedatmeandwelaughed.

Me:Justmakethatcallandshewillberesponsible

forherson'sdeath.

Lady:MelissaweallknowyouliedandframedMlilo

nowpleasedotherightthingthesepeoplearenot

joking.

Me:Ohyoulied.

Shelookeddown.

Sane:Sowhat'sitgonnabeMel'sbecauseIjust

recordedyourfriendheresayingthatyouframed

Sbani.

Melissa:OkayIwilldropthechargesjustplease

showmeifmysonisokay.

Sanemadeavideocallandsomeguywasholding

Melissa'sson,wowIcan'tlieI'mimpressedInever

wouldhavethoughtofdoingsomethinglikethis.

Melissa:OhbabymommyisgoingtofixthisI



promise.

Thebabywasjustmakingbabysounds.

Sane:Timeisuplet'sgo.

Melissa:Canwedoitmaybetomorrow.

Me:Ohwegettingsmartnow.

Sane:Youhaveonly1hourtofixthisifnotyourson

diessowhat'sgonnabebabymomma.

Melissa:Okaylet'sgo.

WhenwegotoutsideTJandSphegotoutofthecar.

TJ:Sanelisiwewewereworriedsickaboutyouguys.

Sane:Asyoucanseewearefine.

Sphe:Whywereyouhere?What'sgoingonhere?

Me:Melissaisgoingtothepolicestationtodropthe

charges.

TJ:What?Buthow?

Sane:Wedon'thavetimetoexplainareyouguys

comingornot?

Sphe:WaitSaneisthatagun?



Me:Sanehereissavagethat'sallIcansay.

Theylookedateachother.

TJ:Okaylet'sgo,howdidyougetherebecausewe

don'tseeanycar.

Me:Uber.

WegotintothecarandTJdrovetothepolice

station.

WhenwegotthereSanetoldMelissatogetout.

Sane:Gointhereanddropthosechargestellthem

thatyouliedIdon'tknowwhybutyouwillfigureit

out,uwumasterangithiwena.

Melissa:HowdoIknowthatyouwon'thurtmyson?

Sane:Youdon'tknowsweetheartbutifyoudaretry

andcrossusjustknowthatyoursonwilldie.

Shegotoutofthecarandraninside.

Sphe:Herson?Whatisshetalkingabout.

Sane:Ikidnappedherson.

TJ:Youdidwhat?



Sane:Youheardme.

Sphe:Howdidyoudothat?

Sane:Myfriendhelpedmeout.

TJ:Whatifshetellsthemthatyoukidnappedher

son?

Sane:Thenshewillneverseeherson.

Sphe:Areyouserious?

Sane:Doyouthinkthisisajoke?Sbaniisoutthere

probablyscaredasfuckandyouarehereaskingme

questions.

Me:Babecalmdownweareinthistogether.

TJ:ImustsaythoughI'mimpressed.

Sphe:Youcansaythatagain.

Me:WhenwewenttoMelissa'shouseIdidn'teven

knowwhattheplanwasbutI'malsoimpressed.

TJ:Sobabytellmearesomekindofagangster?

Welaughed.

Sane:Maybe.



WekeptontalkingIwastellingthemaboutwhat

happenedinthathouse,Ican'tlieI'mhappythatI

willsleepinSbani'sarms.

Sane:What'stakinghersolong?

Justaswewerestillwonderingshecameout

runningtothecar.

Me:So?

Melissa:TheytoldmetheyalreadytransferredMlilo

towestvillesoIneedtogowiththem.

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Melissa:Ijustwanttopleadwithyouguysnotkill

myson.

Sane:Wewon'tkillyoursonifyoudowhat'srightso

nowgo.

Sheraninside.

Sphe:Thisisbadwestvilleistheworst.

Sane:Hewillbeoutdon'tworry.

WewaitedabitforthepolicetoleavewithMelissa.



Sane:Let'sgohomewewillwaitthere.

Sphe:Whydon'twefollowthem?

TJ:NotheywillthinkweputMelissatothiswhen

theyseeus.

Me:Yeslet'sjustgohome.

Ican'tlieIwasabitscaredyoumayneverwith

Melissa,shehasproventobecrazywhatifshetells

themweforcedherIdon'teventhinkthatshecares

aboutherson.

WhenwegothometheyallranoutsideIguessthey

thoughtSbaniwaswithus.

Isipho:Andwhereismybrother?

Me:Hewillbeherelater.

TJ:Let'sgetinside.

WeallgotinsideevenZanewashere.

Me:Friend.

Zane:HeyImissedyou.

Wehugged.



Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Zane:I'mokayUhmmI'mgreatactuallysinceSims

isawake.

Me:That'sgreatnewsIshouldgoseehim.

Zane:I'msorryaboutSbani.

Me:It'sfinefriendheiscominghometonight.

Mamzo:DoyouguystrustthisMelissa.

Sane:ShewillnotcrossusIhaveherson.

Mamzo:What?

Mbatha:Highfivejobwelldonemygirl.

Welaughed.

Zane:ReallyBaba.

Mbatha:That'swhatIwasgonnado.

Isipho:Ihopehecomeshome.

Sbani



Iwasinacellwithoneguyatleastthat'sareliefbut

I'msuretheystillgoingtomovemetoanothercellI

swearI'mgoingtodie,Ican'twrapmyheadaround

allthisitstillfeelslikeadream.Imayspendtherest

oflifeinjailforsomethingIdidn'tdo,Ihavebeen

tryingtostaycalmsoIcanconnectwithmy

ancestorsbuttheykeeptellingmethesamething

that"it'sgoingtobeokay"Idon'tknowhowbutI

guessitwill.

I'mworriedabouteveryonebutmostimportantlyI'm

worriedaboutmysisterIknowsheisnotstrong

enoughforthis,ItrustThandobutIknowshe'salso

worried.

Guy:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Nothing.

Guy:I'mZakhele.

Me:Sbani.

Zakhele:Sowhyareyouhere?

Me:Somegirlsetmeupman.

Zakhele:Iknowhowyoufeel.



Me:Youarealsohereforsomethingyoudidn'tdo?

Zakhele:NobutIkilledmystepfatherbecausehe

killedmymotherrightInfrontofme.

Me:That'shecticman.

Zakhele:YeahbutatleastIgettobeinthiscellalone.

Me:Sotheystillgoingtomoveme.

Zakhele:Ithinksobutifyoupaythemtheywillallow

youtostayhere.

Me:IjustwanttogetoutofherebutthenIdon't

thinkIwill.

Zakhele:Wassheyourgirlfriend?

Me:Who?

Zakhele:Imeanthegirlwhosetyouup.

Me:Noit'salongstorybutIwilltellyouoneday

becausewestillgoingtobehere.

Zakhele:Yeahmanyouwillbefine.

Me:Ihopeso.

Warden:SbaniKhoza.



Me:Yes.

Warden:Comeyouaregoinghome.

Me:Home.

Warden:Justcome.

Zakhele:Iguessthat'sagoodbyethen.

Me:Shomfethu.

MyheartwasactuallypainingforhimImeanhewas

justdefendinghismother,IthinkIneedtohelphim.

Zakhele:SorryKhoza.

Me:Sho.

Hegavemeapaper.

Zakhele:That'smyaddresspleasecheckonmylittle

brotherforme.

Me:Okaywilldo.

Ifeltsorryforhimmorenow.

Warden:Takethoseoffandwearyourclothes.

Me:IfImayaskwhathappened.



Warden:Theladyagreedthatshesetyouupthen

shedroppedthecharges.

Me:Whatwillhappentoher.

Warden:Sheisoutsidewiththepoliceyoucanask

them.

Inoddedandwentoutside.

Police:Iknewyoudidn'tdoit.

Me:Ohisthatitnow.

TheylaughedIlookedatMelissaandmyanger

cameback.

Me:Whatwillhappentoher?

Police:Wewereactuallywaitingforyoutoopena

caseagainsther.

Melissa:MlilopleaseIhaveasontolookafter.

Me:It'sfineI'mnotopeninganycase.

Police:Areyousure?

Me:YesI'msure.

Police:Wewilltakeyouhome.



Inoddedandgotintothecar,Melissacalledacab.

Police:Takecare.

Me:Areyouflirtingwithmemiss?

Shesmiled.

Police:Isthatawrongthing?

Me:Yesthat'swhyyouarrestpeoplewhoare

innocentinsteadofinvestigatingyouarebusyflirting

nxaaa.

Ilookedatherandshehadhermouthopen,Igotout

ofthecarandstoodbythegate.IknowIwasnotin

jailforalongtimebutitfeelslikeitIcan'tlieIwas

scared.

Igotinsideandknockedatthedoor.

Isipho:Comein.

Igotinsideandtheyallrantome.

Me:Woawyouguysaregoingtokillme.

Theylaughedbetweenthetears.

Mamzo:Godisgreat.



Isipho:OhbhutiI'msohappyyouareback,didthey

hurtyou?Areyouhungry?

Me:AngeljustcalmdoI'mfinelet'ssitdown.

Aswesatdowntherewasaknockonthedoor.

Sanewenttogetthedoor.

Me:Whatisshedoinghere?

Melissa:I'mhereformyson.

Sane:Justwaitsomeoneisbringinghim.

Me:What'sgoingonhere?

Sane:Ikidnappedhersonsoshecantalkthetruth.

Ilookedatherandshewasdamnserious.

Me:Youdidwhat?Whatifshearrestedyou?This

womaniscrazy.

TJ:JustcalmdownSbaniwhat'simportantisthat

youarehomenow.

Me:OkaythankyouSaneIoweyoumylife.

Sane:Youowemenothingwearefamily,didyou

openacaseagainstthisone.



SheaskedpointingatMelissa.

Me:NoIdidn'tandpleasedon'taskmewhy.

TheyalljustlookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

Sphe:What'simportantisthatyouarehome.

Thando:Yeahthat'strue.

Shewaslookingatmelikeshedoesn'tbelievethat

I'mback.

Me:Areyouokay?

Thando:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat.

Me:I'mfinelet'sgoshower.

ShenoddedandItookherhandthenwewent

upstairs.

Me:SowhatdidyouandSanedo?

ShetoldmeeverythingandjustlikeeveryoneelseI

wasimpressedwithSane.

Me:Sheisgood.

Thando:Reallygoodbabe.

Me:Joinmeintheshower.



Thando:Okaydidtheyhurtyou?

Me:Notheydidn't,theyputmewithonlyoneguy

whichIactuallywanttohelp.

Thando:YouaretookindKhozawhyareyounot

pressingchargesagainstMelissa.

Me:I'mjustthinkingaboutherson.

Thando:Hayino.

Me;IknowbutIdon'twanthersontogrowup

withoutbothparentsImeanGiftisalreadyinprison.

Thando:OkayIcan'tsayIwouldhavedonethesame

butIunderstand.

Wecontinuedtobathtillweweredone.

Me:MarrymeThando.

Shelookedatme.

Thando:What?

Me:MarrymeI'mnotgettinganyyoungerand

neitherareyou,lifehasshowedustoomanytimes

thatitisshort.Ialmostspentmylifeinprison,we

havebeenthroughalottogetherandI'mnowsure



thatIwanttospendtherestofmylifewithyou.

Thando:UhmmIdon't..

Me:I'mgivingyoutwodaystothinkaboutitokay.

Thando:Okay.

Me:Iloveyou.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.

Igotdressedandwentbackdownstairsleaving

ThandoinourbedroomIguessIsurprisedher.

Me:WhereisMelissa?

TJ:Sheleft,shesaidthankyou.

Me:Ohwellit'sfine.

Mbatha:Youdidgoodsonbynotpressingcharges

againstsheiscrazyshejustneedshelp.

Sphe:Youwouldhavespenttherestofyourlifein

prisonbutyouallthinkMelissaiscrazy.

Mamzo:CalmdownSphesihle.

Sphe:Nomamapeoplealwaysdowhattheyplease

withSbanibecauseheiskindandthatpissesmeoff.



Hesaidgoingoutside.

Isipho:Sphe.

Me:Noleavehimtocalmdownfirst,angelgetme

somefoodIneedtogoandseeSims.

Mamzo:It'skindoflatenowyouwillgotomorrow.

Me:NoIcan'tmamathere'ssomethingIneedtodo

tohim.

Mamzo:OkaythenZaneisalsothere.

InoddedandIsibroughtmyfood.

Ithinkit'stimeGodgivesusabreakandallowusto

behappyagain,Imeanit'sbeenproblemafter

problemwealsodeservesomehappiness.Ineedto

waitforThandotogivemeananswersowecan

celebratesomethinggoodforachange.

Insertthirtysix

Sbani



Ididn'tevenwaitforTJtoparkthecarwhenwegot

tothehospitalIjustgotout.

Sphe:Sbanimarnyouwanttodie.

Ididn'tmindhimIjustraninsidethehospitalthey

werenotinthewaitingroomsoIrantohisward.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Mamzo:Canyoujustbreatheforamoment.

Me:Younotseriousright?

Mamzo:SbanisamakhozaI'mstillyourmother.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:I'msorrymamaI'mjustworried.

Mamzo:Wherearetheothers?

Me:Theyarecoming.

Theygotinside.

Sphe:Howishe?

Mamzo:Thesurgerywassuccessfulbutit'sstillbad.

TJ:Butheisgoingtobeokayright?



Mamzo:Thedoctorsaidwewillknowthatafter

maybethreedays.

Sbani:Threedays?

Mamzo:Iknowhowyouallfeelbutlet'sbestrong

forhim.

TJ:WhereisThando?

Mamzo:SheiswithIsipho.

Sphe:Issheawake?

Mamzo:YessheisandcongratulationsIsawmy

granddaughtersheissocute.

Sphe:ThankyoumamaIwillgocheckonthem.

Heleft.

Sbani:Howisshe?

IsaidpointingatZane.

Mamzo:Sheisgoingtobefine.

TJ:Thisissohard.

Sbani:Youcansaythatagain.

Mamzo:IhavenevermetanyofSimsgirlfriends



whenhefinallyfindstheonethishappens.

Sbani:HewillpullthroughIknowhim.

TJ:Yeahdon'tworryMamzoheisgoingtobefine.

Mamzo:Sonimtholile(didyoufindhim).

Welookedateachother.

Me:Ubani(who?).

Mamzo:Don'tevenstartThandotoldmeeverything.

TJ:Wedidn'tfindhim.

Mamzo:Doyouthinkheisstilladanger?

Me:Eywedon'tknow.

TJ:Butwewillputsomepeopletokeepthemsafe

whiletheyarestillhere.

Mamzo:PleasemakesuretheyaresafeIneedtogo

now.

Me:Whenishemarryingyou?

Mamzo:Endabenizamiwezingane(Inmybusiness).

TJ:Weareserioushecan'tkeepyouawayfromus

withouttellingus.



Me:Andwhenarewemeetinghimbecauseasimazi.

Mamzo:YouwillmeethimsoonbyenowIloveyou

all.

ShekissedSimsandleftsayingshewillfirstsay

goodbyetotheothers.

TJ:YouaretheonewhotoldusthatMamzohasa

mandoyouknowwhoheis?

Me:NoIdon't.

TJ:Ofcosyoudo.

Me:ButI'mnotgoingtotellyou.

TJ:Mxm.

Webothlaughed.

Me:Imisshimhecouldbelaughingveryhardnow.

TJ:IknowBafobutlet'shavehope.

Me:Yeahthat'stheonlythingwehavenow"hope".

TJ:DoyouthinkGiftisgoingtocomeback?

Me:IhopenotbecauseIdon'twantbloodinmy

hands.



TJ:Let'sgocheckontheothers.

Wewenttotheothersandtheywerebusytalkingto

theirdaughterandThandowassleepingontheother

bed.

Me:Angel.

Isipho:Bhuti.

Ihuggedher.

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Isipho:Tiredandinpainabitthough.

Me:Youwillbefine.

Isipho:Thankyouforgivingourdaughtersucha

beautifulname.

Me:Youwelcome.

TJ:WhendidThandosleep?

Sphe:JustafterMamzoleftshelookeddrainedso

Shawntoldhertorestabit.

Me:Shawn?

Theylaughed.



Sphe:YesShawntheywereactuallytalkingand

laughingIthinktheykindofclick.

Me:Okay.

TJ:Areyoujealous?

Isipho:Bhutiyouarejealous.

Me:JustleavemealoneI'mnotjealous,whenwill

thedoctordischargeyou?

Isipho:Tomorrow.

Me:Okaywewillhavetofindsomepeopletowatch

ZaneandSims.

TJ:Yeahit'salreadylatelet'sgonowwewillcall

themtomorrow.

Sphe:IwillstaywithIsiphoandthebabyandIwill

keeponcheckingthem.

Me:OkayletmewakeThandoup.

TJ:Justcarryherhawubeagentlemanforonce.

Me:Carryherhaibo.

Isipho:HawuBhuti.



Me:Okayokay.

TJ:Byeguyswewillseeyoutomorrow.

IcarriedThandoandshewasfastasleep,thethingI

havenoticedwithThandoisthatsheisaheavy

sleeper.

Iputherinthecarandwewenthome,wepassedby

TJsgirlfriend.

WhenwegothomeThandowasalreadyawake,they

gotinsidewithTJsgirlfriendwhichIdidn'teven

know.

Me:Okaywhoisthat?

TJ:Mygirlfriend.

Me:Youhaveagirlfriendsincewhen?

TJ:It'sbeenawhilenowIjustdidn'twanttorushit

tillI'msurewhatweare.

Me:Sonowyouknow?

TJ:YesIknowshe'sallIneed.

Me:I'mhappyforyouman,what'shername?



TJ:Sanelisiwe.

Me:Okaylet'sgetinside.

Thando:Wemadesomefood.

TJ:ThankyousothisismygirlfriendSanelisiwe,

SanethisismybrotherSbaniandIseeyouhavemet

Thando.

Sane:YesIhavemethernicemeetingyoutooSbani.

Me:Greatmeetingyoutoomakoti.

Weateandthentheywenttosleep.

Thando:I'mgoingtosleeptoogoodnight.

Me:UhmmThando.

Thando:Yes.

Me:Canyoupleasesleepwithmetonight.

Thando:Sleepwithyou?

Me:Idon'tmeanitlikethatwewilljustcuddle

please.

Thando:Okaylet'sgothen.

Wewenttomyroom,IwanttotellThandothatIlove



herandweshouldtryagainbutIstilldon'ttrustwhat

ifshedisappointsmeagain?

I'maloverandIlovehardsoIwantsomeonewhois

goingtogivemewhatIgive.

Thando:I'mgoingtotakeashower.

Me:CanIjoinyou?

Thando:WhatarewedoingSbani?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Thando:Okayjoinmebutitwillbeinnocent.

Me:Okayinnocentitis.

Wewenttoshoweranditwasreallyinnocenteven

thoughIdidn'twantittobe.

Me:Let'ssleepGoodnight.

Thando:Canwetalk?

Me:Okaywhat'sonyourmind?

Thando:Uhmmlistenallthethingsthathave

happenedoverthepastfewdaysmademerealise

thatlifeistooshortsoItookthisdecisiontotellyou



howIfeelaboutyou.

Me:Thando.

Thando:Pleasejustlisten,I'msorryabouthowI

behavedthelasttimebutIlearntmylessonandI'm

willingtomakeuswork.IloveyouandeverydayI

wishwearetogetherpleasejustgivemeachance

that'sifyoudon'thaveagirlfriend.

Ikeepquietforawhile.

Thando:Pleasesaysomething.

Me:IloveyoutoobutpleaseThandodon't

disappointmeagainjustputyourstudiesand

projectfirstthenusandourfamily.

Thando:IpromiseIwilldo.

Me:NowcomegivemeakissImissedthoselips.

Thando:ButyouwerekissingyourPA.

Me:Thandowereyouspyingonme?

Shechuckled.

Thando:No.



Me:WasityouwhotoldMahletostopseingme.

Thando:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Me:Okaycomenow.

Shecameandsatonmylapthenwekissed.

Me:Imissedthis.

Thando:NotmorethanIdid.

Me:Okaylet'ssleepnow.

Wegotintobedandshesleptontopofme.

InthemiddleofthenightThandowasmovingmind

youontopofmeandourgroinskeptontouching

eachother.

Me:Thandowangahlalisekanje?

Thando:YourphonehasbeenringingbutwhenI

moveyouknow.

Me:YesIknowbecauseyouaretemptingme.

ImovedherthentookmyphoneIhadtenmissed

callsfromLuthando.

Thando:Whowasit?



Me:ThisisstrangeitwasLuthandoIthink

somethingiswrong.

Thando:Callherback.

Me:It's1:30inthemorning.

Thando:Justcallherplease.

Idialhernumberandshepicksuponthefirstring.

Luthando:Youallarebusysleepingwhilethere's

dangerinyourway.

Me:Whatdanger?

Luthando:Sbaniyouaresupposetoknoweverything

andyouaresupposetohelpeveryoneespecially

yourfamilybutyoujustbecometooangryandthat

blocksyourvisions.

Me:IknowIjustdon'tknowhowtocontrolmyanger.

Luthando:Youneedtoworkonthatpleasenowget

upandrushtothehospitalbeforethatnurse

finishesthemoff.

Me:Whatnurse?

Luthando:TheoneGifthirednowgoandtellTJI



saidcongratulationsonthatbabytheyjustmade

withSane.

Me:What?

Shealreadydroppedthecall.

Me:Getdressedweneedtogo.

Thando:What'sgoingon?

Me:Iwillexplainontheway.

IgotdressedandwenttowakeTJup.

Me:Knockknock.

TJ:What?

Me:Getdressedweneedtogonow.

TJ:Okay.

IwenttocheckonThandoandshewasdone.

Thando:I'mdonelet'sgo.

WemetTJandSaneintheloungethenweleft.

TJ:What'sgoingon?

Me:Luthandotoldmetotellyouthat



congratulationsonthebabyyouguysmadetonight.

Isaidwhispering.

TJ:What?

Me:Yes.

TJ:Youmean?

Me:YesImeanjustthat.

HelookedatSanethensmiled.

Me:SoGifthiredanursetofinishoffZaneandSims.

TJ:What?

Me:That'swhatLuthandosaid.

Sane:Theyaregoingtobeokaythough?

Me:Yesifwegettherefastenough.

Sane:Yoh.

Thando:Welcometoourfamilybabe.

Wegottothehospitalandrantothewardand

guesswhat?ThenursewasstandingbyZane'sbed



sidewithaneedleinherhands.

TJ:Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Nurse:UhmmIwas..uhmthedoctortoldmetodo

this.

Me:Whichdoctor?

Nurse:HewenthomeandIdon'tthinkyouknowher.

Thando:Okaygivemethatneedle.

Sphewasalsoherehesaidhewassleepingandthe

nursetoldhimtorest.

Nurse:What?

Thando:Isaidgivemethefuckinneedle.

Shegaveherreluctantly.

Thando:SoifIinjectyouwiththisneedlenothingis

goingtohappen.

Nurse:Nopleasedon't.

Thando:Why?Imeanit'sharmlessright.

IhaveneverseenthissideofThandoandI'mloving

it.



Nurse:NopleaseIdon'twanttodie.

Thando:Andyouthinktheywanttodie?

Sheslappedher.

Nurse:IwaspaidtothispleaseIneededthemoney.

Me:Thandowait,whopaidyou.

Nurse:Idon'tknowhisname.

TJshowedherGiftspicture.

TJ:Wasithim?

Nurse:Yesyesitwashim.

Sphe:IcalledthepoliceIthinkit'sbesttheyfindGift

becausewearenotsupposetokillanyone.

Thando:Soyouwerewillingtokilltwopeoplejust

becauseyouwerepaid?

Nurse:I'msorry.

Thepolicecameandtookthenursewhotoldthem

aboutGiftandtheypromisedtofindhim.

TJ:Theybetterfindhimbecauseiftheydon'ttrust

meIwillkillhimwithmybarehands.



Me:Thandowereyoureallygoingtoinjecther.

Thando:Forthem,yes.

Me:Thatwassexybytheway.

Thando:Youarecrazy.

Sphe:Whoisthisbeautifullady.

Sane:I'mSanelisiweTJ'sgirlfriend.

Sphe:NicemeetingyouI'mSphehisbrother.

Sane:Nicemeetingyoutoo.

Me:IneedsomesleepI'mtireddoyouthinkit'ssafe

forustoleave.

Shawn:YoucansleepintheotherbedsIhave

organisedforyouguys,Ijustheardwhathappened.

TJ:Thanksman.

Shawn:Youcansharebedsifthat'sfinebyyou.

Sane:It'sfinethanksdoc.

IguessSanewillfitjustfineinthisfamily.

Sphe:YoucancomesleepwithmeSbani.



Me:NoIwillsleepwithThando.

TJ:What?Youguysarebacktogetheraren'tyou?

Thando:Yesweare.

Sphe:Justkeepitrealthistime.

Me:Wewillmanletssleep.

Weallwenttoourbedsandslept.

Insertthirtysix

Isatinthebedroomanddigestedwhatjust

happened,didSbanipropose?itwasjustsurrealto

meIdon'tknowwhy.IknowIlovehimalotandI

wanttospendtherestofmylifewithhimbutIdon't

knowI'mjustscaredofdisappointinghimagainnot

thatIdon'ttrustmyselfbelievemeIdo,IjustayyI

don'tknow.Ishouldbehappyinfactoverthemoon

butmyemotionsareallovertheplaceIguessI'm

justoverwhelmed,IthinkIneedtoseemytherapist.

AsIwasstillindeepthoughtstheladiescameinto

myroom.



Sane:Babeareyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Isipho:Butyoudon'tlookfineThandodidyouand

mybrotherfight?

Me:Nowedidn'tfightheproposed.

Theyscreamed.

Sane:Youdon'tsoundexcitedthough.

Isipho:Andyoudon'tevenlookhappywhy?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Sane:Yousaidyesright?

Ilookeddown.

Them:Thando!

Me:Hegavemetimetothinkaboutit.

Isipho:What'stheretothinkaboutisthisnotwhat

youwant?

Me:Ofcositis.

Sane:So?



Me:Iguesshecaughtmeoffguard.

Isipho:Idon'tunderstand.

Sane:Howdoyouthinkheisfeelingrightnowthat

yousaidyouwillthinkaboutitbecauseI'msurehe

expectedyoutosayyesrightaway.

Me:SometimesIfeellikeSbanidoesn'tdeserveme

likeheistoogoodforme.

Isipho:Obviously.

Shesaidleavingtheroom.

Sane:What'sreallygoingonThandobecausewhat

youaresayingdoesn'tmakesense.

Me:Don'tgetmewrongIloveSbanibutsometimesI

wonderifhelovesmetooorhestillfeelssorryfor

me.

Sane:Sibadala(weareold)Thandotobehavingthis

conversationbutwhywouldSbanibewithyouifhe

doesn'twantyou,Sbaniknowswhathewantsifhe

wasfeelingsorryforyouhewouldn'thavemended

thingswithyou.

Me:Ijustdon'tknow.



Sane:I'maverystraightforwardpersonminaThando

andI'mpartofthisfamilynowsoI'mnotgoingtotry

andunderstandwhatyouaresayingbecauseit

doesn'tmakesenseallIcansayisuzolahlekelwa

okukhonangokungekho,Sbanihasprovenhislove

toyouevenafterallthatyoudid.

Me:I'mjustscaredI'mnotusedtobeingaround

peoplewholovemelikethisIalwaysfeellikethey

willwantsomethinginreturn.

Sane:Butthistimeit'snotlikethatyougettohavea

family,amanwholovesyou,justappreciatewhat

youhaveandenjoyeverymomentbecauselifeisnot

promisedtoanyone,afterallthathappenedyou

shouldknowthatlifeisshortsoyouhavetomake

thebestofit.Liveinthemomentifsomeoneis

willingtomakeyouhappythenallowthemto.Sbani

ishandsomehecangetanygirlhewantsbuthe

choseyou,hefoundyoubrokenanddecidedtoheal

youandmendyourheart.

Me:Yousoundlikemytherapistnow.

Welaughed.



Sane:I'mjustgoodwithwords,ifyouwanttobe

happyletgoofyourpastcompletelyanddon't

comparepeopleyouhavenowwithpeopleyouused

toknow,weallcarryourbargainweallhaveourown

storiestotellbutwesmileandlivehappybecause

lifegoeson.

Me:YouknowIusedtobeaprostituteand

everytimeSbanitouchesmeIwonderifheisnot

disgustedofmybodyormaybeifhedoesn'tthink

aboutallthemanthathavebeenbetweenmylegs.

Sane:Haveyoutalkedtohimaboutanyofthis?

Me:No.

Sane:Thentalktohimbabemakehimunderstand

yourfears,getassurancefromhimabouthowhe

seesyouandhowhefeelsaboutyourbodyandyour

past.

Me:ThankyouIguessthereisnoneedtotalktomy

therapistnow,youarereallygood.

Sane:That'swhyIstudiedpsychology.

Me:Itmakessensenow.



Sane:Ihavealsohavemademyownmistakesbeen

throughalotbutyoucanneversay.

ShetookoffhershirtandexposedherbackandI

couldn'tbelievemyeyesshehadsomanyscars.

Me:OhmyGodSanewhathappened?

Sane:Mymotherusedtobeatmeupfromtheageof

sixifIremembercorrectly,herparentsdisownedher

andthrowheroutofthehousewhenshewas

pregnantwithme.Theyweredisappointedatherfor

fallingpregnantwhileshewasstillinhighschool

mostlybecauseshewasinmatric,shelefthome

andcametoDurban.Shetoldmeshetriedaborting

mebutitwasneversuccessfulsoIhadtopayfor

causinghersomuchtrouble,Istartedhavingsex

whenIwastenyearsoldbecauseIhavetobring

foodathome.

IwasacryingmessbutSanewasnotcryingatallI

applaudhersheisverystrong.

Me:Whydidn'tyourunaway?

Sane:IknowthismaysoundstupidbutIdidn'twant

toleavemymotheralonebecauseshehadmanaged



tomakemebelievethatitwasallmyfaultsoIwas

tryingtomakeupforallthepainIcausedher.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.

Sane:IstayedwithherandmadesureIdidwellin

schooljusttomakeherproudregardlessofwhat

shewasdoingtomebutallIdidwasalwayswrong

inhereyesbutIstayedanyway.Aftersomeyears

shefinallyapologisedandthendied,stillIblamed

myselfforallthat.

Me:Howdidyoufinallyletgo.

Sane:Ifoundhelp,somebodytotalktowho

managedtochangemymindsetandtoldmethatit

wasnevermyfault.

Me:I'msosorryaboutallthatSaneI'mgladyouare

okaynow.

Sane:IttooktimebutI'mfineandI'mhappysobe

happyandknowthateverythinghappensfora

reasonandthatyoushouldnotletanythingbreak

you,justallowittomakeyoustrong.

Me:ThankyouIloveyouokay.



Sane:Iloveyoutoo.

Wehuggedforawhile.

Me:DoesTJknow?

Sane:Heknowsbutnotaboutthebeatings.

Me:Hehasnotseenyourback?

Sane:Yesthat'swhatwefightaboutmosttimes

becauseIalwayswearavestandIdon'tbathwith

himinthebathroom.

Me:Youshouldtellhimyoucan'thidethemforever.

Sane:I'mnotreadyforhimtoknowyet.

TJ:WellIknownow.

Wejumpedandhewasstandingbythedoorwithhis

armsfolded.

Sane:Baby.

TJ:Don't.

Hesaidandleft.

Me:Howlonghashebeenstandingthere?

Sane:Idon'tknowThandoI'mintrouble.



Me:Justgotalktohim.

Sane:I'mpregnant.

Me:What?NosoLuthandowasright.

Sane:Ihaven'ttoldhimthatItookthetest.

Me:Congratulationsmommyjustgotellhim

everything.

Sane:OkaypleasetalktoSbani.

Me:I'mgoingtohimjustnow.

Sane:Wishmeluck.

Me:Goodluckbabe.

SheranoutsidewhileIthoughtaboutallthatshe

said,itallmakessenseIshouldn'tletmypasthold

mebackbecauseIwaslosethemanIloveover

somebadmemoriesandmyinsecuritiesaboutmy

body.IwasabouttogodownstairswhenSbani

enteredtheroom.

Me:AreyoustillgoingtoseeSims?

Sbani:NoIwillgotomorrowIdon'twanttodisturb

himmaybeheisalreadysleeping.



HewasnotevenlookingatmeGodwhatiswrong

withmewhydoIkeepondisappointingthisman.

Me:Yes.

Isaidandheturnedandlookedatme.

Sbani:Yeswhat?

Me:Youknow.

Sbani:NoIdon'tknowThando.

Me:YesIwillmarryyouSbani.

Sbani:Andthenwhatchangedyourmind?.

Me:It'snotlikeIsaidnowhenyouaskedmeIjust

saidIwillthinkaboutit.

Sbani:WellIguessthatsoundedlikeanotomeI

meanIthoughtweareonthesamepagebutwhenI

proposeuthiyouwillthinkaboutit.

Me:I'm...

Sbani:Don'tsayyouaresorryplease.

Me:Canyouatleastsitdownsowecantalk.

Ithoughthewasnotangrybutnowheispissed.



Me:ListenIjustrealisedIwaswrongIhadthoughts

inmymindthatmaybeyoudon'tlovemeenough

youjustfeelsorryme,everytimeyoutouchmeI

wonderifyouarenotdisgustedofmybodybecause

ofthejobIusedtodo.

Sbani:BabyIunderstandyourworriesbutIthinkI

haveprovenenoughtoyouthatIloveyou,Ichose

youknowingwhatyoudo.I'mtheonewhodecided

toloveyoueventhoughyoufeltlikeyoudidn't

deservemylove.ThefirsttimeIsawyouwerea

prostitutebutIsawbeyondthatandfellinlovewith

youandnoyourbodydoesnotdisgutmeImeanI

lovebeingburiedinsideyou.

HewinkedandIchuckled.

Sbani:ImeanitIloveyou,yourpastdoesn'tdefine

youandyoushouldstopfeedingyourmindallthese

negativethoughts.Nooneforcedmetobeinthis

relationshipI'mwithyoubecauseIwanttoand

pleasetalktomewhereveryoufeellikeyouarenot

enoughforme,Iwillremindyouthatyouareenough.

Me:IloveyouMrKhoza.



Sbani:IloveyoutooMrsKhozaandmusa

ukutetema(stopcrying).

Ilaughedbetweenmytears.

Me:Sowhereisthering?

Helaughed.

Sbani:Iwillbuyittomorrow.

Me:Can'twait.

Sbani:Pleasedon'teverlookatanyofusinthis

familyandthinkthatyouareherebecausewefeel

sorryforyoubecausethat'snotthecase.

Inodded.

Sbani:Nowwipethosetearsandgivemewhat's

mine.

Me:Nonotuntilwearemarried.

Sbani:TellmeyouarejokingImeanyouhavebeen

screamingmynameallthiswhilebutnowusho

kanje.

Me:Imeanitbabe.



Sbani:Sthandwasamno.

Irantothebathroomwhileheranafterme,Dear

GodthankyouIsaidinmymind.

Sims

Facingdeathmakesyourealisesomanythings,

beingaroundpeopleanddon'ttellthemhowyou

loveandappreciatethemistheworstthingever.

WhenIwasinacomaIheardeverythingeachoneof

myfamilysaidIknewtheylovedmebutInever

knewitwasthatdeep,Iheardeveryweep,everycry

andeveryword.Iwantedsomuchtotellthemhow

muchIlovethembutIcouldn'tandthatmademe

verysadbecauseIthoughtIwillnevergetthe

chancetotellthem.ThatiswhyIsayit'svery

importanttoappreciatepeoplewhiletheyarestill

alivebecausewhentheyaregoneitdoesn'tmatter

thatmuch,I'mgratefultobealivetodaytobegivena

secondchancetobewithmyfamilyespeciallyZane.

Somepeoplewouldblameherforwhathappened



butIdon'tshehadnocontroloverGiftandshe

totallydidn'tknowthathewasthatcrazy,Iknowshe

alsoblamesherselfbutthereisnotimeforthatallI

wantisforustobehappyandappreciateeach

secondwelivebecausewewerebothgivena

secondchance.

Zane:What'sonyourmindyouhavebeenawfully

quiet?

Me:Iloveyou.

Zane:IloveyouandI'mgladyouareback.

Me:It'sgoodtobeback.

Zane:Don'teversleepforthatlongplease.

Me:NeverbabyIpromise.

Zane:I'msosorryaboutwhathappened.

Me:Itwasnotyourfaultsostopapologising.

Zane:It'sjustthat...

Me:I'mnotgoingtosaythisagainstopapologising

ifIeverhearyousayyouaresorryagainsizoxabana.

Zane:Okayokayfine.



Me:Iwantustoforgetaboutwhathappenedand

moveon.

Zane:Okayit'sjustthatIdon'twantyoutoblameme

oneday.

Me:MyloveIwillneverblameyoubecauseIknowit

wasnotyourfaultsopleaseletsdropit.

Zane:Okaygoodnight.

Me:Goodnight.

Ikissedherthenshelayedonmychest,thishas

becameherhomeshehasbeensleepinghere

everydaysinceIwasstillinacomaevenifIdoubted

herloveformeInowknowsheismysoulmate.I

stillwanttoseeGiftIknowheisinprisonbutIneed

toseehimandlookhimintheeye,ifIhadachanceI

wouldkillhimbutSbaniwouldseethatbeforeI

arrangeit.IholdZanetightanddrifttosleep.

IhearpeopletalkingwhenIopenmyeyesit'sZane

andSbaniandit'salreadythenextday.

Me:Isitmorningalready?

Sbani:YesBafo.



Me:HayIthinktheykindofmanipulatethetimehere.

Welaughedbeforehehuggedme.

Sbani:HowareyoufeelingBafo?

Me:PainsthereandtherebutIwillbefine.

Zane:BabeI'mgoingnowIwillseeyoulater.

Me:OkaybyeIloveyou.

Zane:Iloveyoutoo.

Sheleft.

Me:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Sbani:I'msohappyyouareback.

Me:Don'tcryonmenow.

Sbani:Fuseg.

Me:YoucriedeverydaywhenIwasinacomaIdidn't

knowyoulovedmethatmuch,Iloveyoutooman.

Sbani:Mxmyouaretalkingtoomuchnowmaybe

youshouldgobacktosleep.

Me:NoI'mneversleepingthatlongeveragain.



Sbani:I'mgladBafo.

Me:Iheardyouwerearrested.

Sbani:Ahhwhotoldyou?

Me:I'mnotrevealingmysource.

Welaughed.

Sbani:MxmsourceyoknukaIalreadyknow.

Hetoldmewhathappened.

Me:Ididn'tknowMelissawasthatcrazy.

Sbani:NeitherdidImanbutGiftmanipulatedhera

lot.

Me:StillmanwhatshedidwascrazyI'mgladshe

willbejoininghermaninprison.

Helookeddown.

Me:Don'ttellmeyoulethergo.

Sbani:Ididmanshehasason.

Me:Sowhat?Youalsohaveafamily.

Sbani:Iknowbutit'ssomethingIhadtodoshe

needshelpthat'sall.



Me:Shedoesn'teventhinkthatsheissickhowwill

shegethelp.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Me:NonoSbanidon'ttellmeyougettinghelpfor

her?

Sbani:Don'tlectureme.

Me:Don'ttellmenottolectureyou,youalmost

spenttherestofyourlifeinprisonbecauseofher.

Sbani:IknowbutthisismytaskIwastoldtolether

goandhelpher.

Me:Yourancestorstoldyouthat?

Sbani:Yes.

Me:Hayhayangiyizwakele(Idon'tgetanyofthis)

doesThandoknow.

Sbani:Noshedoesn'tandkeepitthatway.

Me:SheisnotgoingtobehappyaboutthisImean

thingshaveawayofcomingout,whatifMelissais

stillplottingagainstyou.

Sbani:SheisnotIknow.



Me:Idon'tlikethis,sheisyourexandnowyouare

busyhelpingher.

Sbani:I'mjusthelpingherbesidesIproposedto

Thando.

Me:Youdidwhat?WowI'mhappyforyouBafo.

Sbani:DankieBafo.

Me:Didshesayyes?

Sbani:Yesshedid.

Me:That'sgreatIcan'twaittogetoutofhere.

Sbani:Onedayatatime.

Me:StayawayfromMelissa.

Sbani:Ithoughtwewerewaypassthatnow.

Me:It'sjustthatIdon'ttrusther,whoelseknows

aboutthis?

Sbani:JustyoueverybodystillresentshersoIwon't

tellthem.

Me:OkayIknowyouarestubbornsojustbecareful.

Sbani:IwillI'mnotdoingthisbecauseIlikebut



becauseIhaveto.

Me:Don'tfallinlovewithher.

Welaughed.

Sbani:IjusttoldyouI'mgettingmarriedsonotime

forthat.

Me:Good.

Sbani:TherearesomethingsIhavetodotoyou,it

willbepainfulbutitwillmakeyougohomesooner.

Me:Haydon'tkillmeSbani.

Sbani:Justtrustme.

Welaughed.

Me:Let'seatfirst,thanksforthefood.

Sbani:Youwelcome.

EventhoughIdon'ttrustMelissawhat'simportantis

thatItrustSbaniandIknowthathisancestorswill

neverleadhimastray,Ijustdon'tunderstandwhy

theyarebringinghimclosertoMelissa.We

continuedeatingwhiletalkingandlaughingIreally

missedhisstubbornass.



Insertthirtyseven

Zane

It'sbeenthreedayssinceIwokeupandthedoctor

saidhewillnotdischargemeyet,everydayIwakeup

andsitnexttoSimsbedsideIdon'tbelievethis

happenedtheworsepartisthatGiftdidit.Ican't

helpbutblamemyselfifIjustgavehimanother

chancethiswouldn'thavehappened,IriskedSims

lifeforloveandnowheissleepinghereandmay

neverwakeup.IprayforhimmorethanIprayfor

myselfbecausehesavedmefrommymisery,he

broughtbackhopeandloveinmylifeifitwasn'tfor

himIknowIwouldhavewentbacktoGiftbuthis

loveconvincedmethatIdeservebetter,thatI

deserveeverythinghewasofferingme.

IspentmostofmytimegivingGiftmyallandhe

hurtmebeyondmeasureswhenSimscomesand

putthepiecestogetherGifttakeshimawayfromme,

Ineedtofindhimandmakehimpayforthis.



YouallmaybeaskingyourselveswhereIcomefrom,

wellI'moriginallyfromEscourtandI'manonlychild

myparentsweremarriedbutmymotherpassed

awaywhenIwas16yearsoldduetoaheart

problem.Myfatheradoredmymothersomuchthat

hepromisednevertotakeanotherwifebutIthinkhe

needssomeonebecauseheislonelysinceIalso

movedtoDurban.MyfatherknewthatIwasina

relationshipwithGiftbuthewasneverfondhimhe

justtoleratedhimtomakemehappy,IwishI

listenedtohimwhenhetoldmethatGiftisnotright

forme,heusedtosay"Neleyouarestillgoingto

findtheonenotlomfanawakaZwane"Ithoughthe

wasjustbeingaparentbuthisinstinctsweretelling

himthatsomethingwaswrongwithGift.

ParentsmaybeoverprotectivebuttheyknowbestI

nowbelievethat,Ineedtocallmyfatherandtalkto

himbutIdon'tknowwhetherheisbackfrom

overseasornot.

ItbreaksmyhearttoseeSimslikethisIdon'tknow

whetherhewillwakeupornotbutweareprayinghe

doesmostlymebecauseIwillneverforgivemyself



ifsomethinghappenstohim.

Me:SthandwasampleasewakeupI'msosorrythat

thishappenedtoyoubutyouneedtowakeupand

comebacktome,Ibelievewestillhavealongway

togoIstillneedyoutolovemeandmetoloveyou

backwholeheartedly.IpromisetomakeGiftpayfor

whathedidIloveyousomuch.

IwantedtocrysomuchbutIwasveryangryatGift.

Sbani:ZanecanIcomein?

Me:Uhmmyeahsure.

Sbani:Howareyou?

Me:NotgoodIwanthimtowakeup.

Sbani:Hewilldon'tworry,youknowyoualsohaveto

restright.

Me:IknowbutIjustcan'thelpit.

Sbani:Stopholdingyourtearsjustcry.

IsighedandletallthepainoutwhileSbani

comfortedme.

Me:It'sallmyfaultifIjustwentbacktoGiftthis



wouldn'thavehappened.

Sbani:Heyit'snotyourfaultyoualsodeservebetter,

ifyouwentbacktoGiftmaybehewouldhavekilled

youortreatedyoubad,youwouldalwayscome

secondbecausehehasawife.

Me:But...

Sbani:NobutsZanele,Simsisgoingtowakeupand

youtwoarestillgoingtoloveeachotherjuststop

tellingyourselfthatitwasyourfaultbecauseit

wasn't.

Me:Thankyou.

Sbani:Forwhat?

Me:Thetalk.

Sbani:Youarewelcomeandyoushouldrest.

Me:Yesdoctor.

Sbani:Youshouldcallyourfatherheisworried.

Me:Howdoyouknowthat?

Heraisedhishandshowingthebraceletsonhis

wrists.



Me:OhsorryIalwaysforget.

Sbani:Ihavetogonow.

Me:Uhmmcanyoupleasedomeafavour.

Sbani:Shoot.

Me:Ihaven'tdreamtofmymotherforaverylong

timeandInolongerfeelconnectedtohercanyou

throwyourbone'sforme.

Helaughed.

Sbani:Iwillwhenyougetbackhomebutsheiswith

you.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Sbani:Shoseeyoulater.

Me:Later.

HeleftandIwentbacktomybed,thisthingofnot

feelingconnectedtomymotherhasbeenbothering

mealotI'mjustgladthatsheiswithme.Ididn'task

SbaniaboutGiftbecauseI'mplanningonfindinghim

myselfwithouttellingthemIjusthopeheisnotin

prisonyet.



Sbani

IleftthehospitalanddecidedtopassbyMcDonald

andgetsomefood,I'mbackathomenowand

everyoneishomeexceptforSims.

Thepolicehaven'tarrestedGiftyettheysaythathe

isontherun,IknowZaneisplanningtofindhim

withouttellingusbutthatwillnothappen.Hisfather

seemstobeMamzo'smanbutI'mstillnotsureyet,I

don'tknowhowthatwillworkoutifit'strue.

IgettoMcDonaldandplacemyorder,Ifeel

someonetappingmyshoulderandtheonlypersonI

thinkoffisGift.

Me:What?

IturnandseesomeoneIusedtogotovarsitywith.

Me:ThobaniDladla.

Thobani:Mlilo.

Me:Mymanhowhaveyoubeen?



Thobani:Ihavebeenaroundmfanakithi,eww

anisaziwamadoda.

Me:UkubamatasandodabutI'mgladyoustilldoing

well.

Thobani:It'sreallygoodtoseeyouagain.

Me:SamehereDladlasowhatdoyoudo?

Thobani:I'malectureratUKZN.

Me:Ohokaythat'sgreatman.

Thobani:NoringIseeyoustillnotmarried.

Me:Notyetmanbutsoonyouwillbegettingan

invitation.

Thobani:MetoobutIthinkIfoundsomeoneeven

thoughshedoesn'tknowityet.

Me:Let'ssitdownwhilewearestillwaiting,sowho

istheluckylady.

Thobani:NomanIdon'twanttojinxitsheisa

studentthereandsheaskedmetohelpheroutwith

somethingsoItoldhertomeetmehere.

Me:BestofluckBafo.



Thobani:AsbongeMlilo.

AsIwasabouttostandupandgocollectmyorder

Thandocamethroughthedoor.

Thobani:Theresheisman.

IwantedtolaughathimbecauseThandoismine

andminealone.

Thando:Hello.

Shewasnotseingme.

Thobani:Thandohey.

Ilookedather.

Thando:Babewhatareyoudoinghere?

Thobani:Babe?

Me:IpassedbytogetsomefoodandIbumpedinto

Thobanimyoldfriend.

Thando:OhokayyoucanstayandwaitformeI'm

sureitwon'tbelongrightMrDladla?

Thobani:ActuallyuhhmmIneedtogosomeother

time,itwasniceseeingyouKhoza.



Me:NiceseeingyoutooDladla.

Thando:Andthen.

Me:Hewasbusytellingmeaboutagirlhelikeskanti

hemeansyou.

Thando:Shamelet'sgothen.

Itookourfoodandweleft.

Me:Whenareyoulearningtodrive?

Thando:Whenyoufindtimetoteachme.

Me:Okayeveryweekendthen.

Thando:ThankyoudidthepolicefindGift.

Me:NotyetandZaneisnothandlingitwell.

Thando:It'sagoodthingthatsheisstillinhospital

shewillnotdoanythingstupid.

IfonlysheknewwhatZaneisplanning.

Me:Yeahthat'sgood.

Myphoneringsandit'sanunknownsnumber.

Me:Answerit.



Thando:Helo,ohokayIwillgivehim.

Ilookather.

Thando:It'sMelissa.

Whatdoesshewantnow.

Me:Hello.

Melissa:MliloIneedyourhelp.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Melissa:Canwemeetinperson.

Me:What'sthisaboutMelissa?Giftalmostkilledmy

brotherandyouwantustomeet.

Melissa:Please.

Me:HowwillIknowthatyouarenotsettingmeup,

Giftisyourhusbandafterall.

Melissa:Pleasewecanmeetatyourhouse.

Me:Okayfinecomebylater.

Melissa:Thanksbye.

Thando:Whatdoesshewant?



Me:Tomeet.

Thando:Andyouagreed?

Me:Yes.

Thando:Wow.

Me:Babecomeon.

Thando:Don'ttellmetocomeon,youareputting

ourlivesatdanger.

WegothomeandIparkedthecar,Thandogotout

andrushedinside.

TJ:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Me?Nothing.

TJ:Comeon.

Me:OkayIgotacallfromMelissashewantsusto

meet.

TJ:Yousaidnoright?

Me:Well.

TJ:WtfSbaniwhatifitsasetup.

Me:Iknowit'snot.



TJ:Ihopeyouknowwhatyouaredoing.

Me:TrustmeIknow.

TJ:HowisSimsandZane?

Me:Simsisthesame,Zaneisfinebutsheblames

herselfforeverythingandsheisplanningtogetGift.

TJ:Shetoldyouthat?

Me:NobutsheisthinkingaboutitIknow.

TJ:WeneedtofindGiftsoonman.

Me:Trustmewewillandguesswhat?

TJ:What?

Me:IthinkMamzoisinarelationshipwithZane's

father.

TJ:What?That'ssomemessedupshit.

Me:YeahmanletmegotalktoThando.

TJ:OkayI'malsowaitingforSane.

Me:Soisshepregnant?

TJ:Idon'tknowshedoesn'twanttotakethetest.



Me:OkaymanIwillbeupstairs.

TJ:ShoBafo.

IwentupstairsIknowThandoisangrynowIneedto

softenherupbecauseIhavegotaplanabout

meetingMel's.

AkhonaQampiandCharmaineNkosithankyouso

much

Insertthirtyseven

Onemonthlater

Lifehasbeengreat,Simswasdischargedfromthe

hospitalandeverythingisgoingverywellnow.I'm

busywithschool,myprojectandtheweddingbut

Sbanihasbeenbehavingalittlestrangethesepast

fewdaysIdon'tknowwhetherI'mseingthingsor

what.Isiphoisgraduatingtomorrowsowearebusy

planningsomethingspecialforher,wearehaving



lunchwiththegirls.

Sane:Ihatebeingpregnantguysyoh.

Isipho:That'sexactlyhowIfeltbutonceyouhold

yourbabyitchangeseverything.

Sane:Ican'twaittopopupthiskid.

Me:Youstillhavealongwaytogobabe,Zaneyou

havebeenawfullyquietareyouokay?

Zane:IthinkSimsischeatingonme.

WelookateachotherSimsisplanningtoproposeto

Zanetodayandit'sasurpriseIthinkthat'swhyshe

iscomplaining.

Sane:NobabeSimslovesyou.

Zane:Butheisactingverystrangeladiesheeven

putapasswordinhisphone.

Isipho:I'msureit'snothingbabe.

Me:Yeahlet'sorder.

Weorderedandwaitedwhilehavingabottleofwine

besidesSaneOfcos.



Ourordercameandwestartedeating.

Zane:SoThandohaveyouguyssetadateyet?

Me:NobutIthinkSeptemberwoulddoI'mstillnot

sureaboutadatethough.

Sane:YouguysshouldwaitformetogivebirthI

can'tbelookinglikeahippoonyourspecialday.

Weheardsomeonelaughingandwelookeduponly

tobemetbyMelissa.

Melissa:OhsorryguysIdidn'tmeantoberude.

Zane:Whyareyouevenstandinghere?

Melissa:Ijustwantedtosayhi.

Isipho:Don'tevenstartMelissajustgetlost.

Melissa:NoneedtofightjusttellMliloIsaidthank

youfortakingmysonoutyesterdayandforour

grocery.

Ichokedonmydrink.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Sane:Don'tmindherThandoI'msuresheisjust



lying.

Melissa:Melying?

Shetookoutherphone.

Melissa:Isthisnothisnumber?

Sheshowedmewhilesmiling,therewerecallsand

messagesfromSbani.

I'mnotgoingtocry,Isaidtomyself.

Isipho:Whatareyoutryingtoachieve?

Melissa:Nothingbyeladies.

Sane:YetwenaMelissa.

Zane:Justleaveherbabe.

Theylookedatme.

Sane:Pleasedon'tcryThando.

Me:SothiswhySbanihasbeenactingstrangelately,

doyouguysthinktheyarehavinganaffair?

Zane:Idon'tknowbutIknowSbanilovesyousoyou

shouldtalktohim.

Isipho:YeahtalktohimbutIhopeheisnotmessing



around.

Sane:HebetternotbecauseIwillkillhimIswear.

Me:Idon'tknowlet'sgo.

WewenttoahoteltogetreadyforZane'ssuprise,

shedoesn'tknowanythingwhenwegettoahotelI

ordertwobottlesofwine.

Isipho:HayThandodon'ttellmeyouwilldrinkthese

bottles.

Me:OfcosIwill.

Sane:Sbaniisgoingtokillyou.

Me:Iwillkillhimfirst.

Ican'tlieImayactlikeI'mokaybutI'mnot,whatwill

IdoifSbaniischeatingonme?Whyishealways

callingMelissa?Whywouldhetakethemout?Nohe

canneverdothattomeorwouldhe?

Zane:Friendnoyouaredrinkingwinefromthebottle

atleastpourinyourglass.

Me:No.

Zane:YouarehurtingIknowbutdrinkingwon't



resolveanything.

Me:I'mokaypleasejustgetdressedIwilldress

whenIfinishthisbottle.

Shelookedatmethenwenttogetdressed,Idrank

thewholebottleIknowit'salotbutIdon'twantto

thinkaboutwhatMelissasaid.

Sane:Thandolet'sgo.

Isipho:Thandoyouarenotdressedyet.

Me:Pleasetryhelpingmeout.

ItriedgettingupbutIfellSanecametokneelnextto

me.

Sane:IknowyouarehurtaboutwhatMelissadidbut

youarenotgoingtoruinZane'sdaybywhatyouare

doing,letmehelpyougetupandyougetdressed.

TrustSanenottobeataroundthebush,theyhelped

megetdressedandI'mdrunkngidakiwebakwethu.

Adrivercametofetchusandwewenttothe

restauranttheguysbooked,welookedreallysexyin

ourdressesIdon'tknowaboutmethoughbecause

I'mjustdrunk,Ican'tevenwalkproperly.



IsiphotextSphethatwearehereandtheytellusto

getinside.

Isipho:Holdontomepleasebecauseyouaregoing

tofall.

WegetinsideandSimsisonhiskneeswithaboxof

theringandthereareballoonswrittenwillyoumarry

me?

Sims:Babethesecoupleofdayshavebeenhellbut

theymademerealisethatIwanttospendtherestof

mylifewithyou,Iwantyoutowakenexttome

everyday,Iwanttoloveyouthewayyoudeserve.

NgicelaubeumkamimaMbatha.

Us:Ncooah.

Zane:OhbabeIwillmarryyou.

TheguyswhistledwhileMamzowasuluating.

Wehuggedandcongratulatedher,Sbanicameto

standnexttome.

Sbani:Babehowareyou?

Ikeptquiet.



Sbani:Thandolwam.

Me:Justleavemealone.

Hecameclosetomymouth.

Sbani:Sayhaaah.

Me:Angifuni.

Sbani:Soyouhavebeendrinking?

Me:No.

Sbani:Bukayoucan'tevenstandproperlyThando.

Me:Don'tshoutoutatme.

Peoplewerebusycelebratingnotmindingus

Sbani:Uthini?

Me:Isaiddon'tshoutatmeSbaniatleastIhave

beendrinkingnotunfaithful.

Sbani:Whohasbeenunfaithful?

Me:YouSbani.

Sbani:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Nothing.



Sbani:Iseethere'saproblemcanweatleastgotalk

outside.

Me:Fine.

Heheldmethenwewentinhiscar.

Sbani:Sowhat'sgoingon?

Me:HaveyoubeenseeingMelissa?

Sbani:Uhmmseeingherhow?

Me:Don'tactdumbwithmeSbani,IsawMelissaat

themalltodayandshesaidIshouldthankyoufor

takingthemoutyesterday.

Sbani:UhmmlookThando...

Me:Don'ttellmeyouarecheatingonme,withher?

Sbani:OfcosnotI'mjust...

Me:Idon'twanttohearit.

Sbani:Pleaselet'sjusttalkaboutthis.

Me:Idon'tUhmm.

Ivomitedalloverhim.

Sbani:Whatthehell.



Me:I'msorryI'm...

Ivomitedagain.

Sbani:ShitI'mtakingyouhome.

Me:NoIwanttocelebratewithmyfriends.

Sbani:Howwillyoucelebratewhenyouarelikethis.

Me:It'sallyourfault.

Sbani:DidImakeyoudrink?

Me:Ofcosyoudid.

Sbani:OkayI'msorrylet'sgohome.

Hetookouthisshirtandwipedmyvomitoffhim

anddrovetopless,Icouldn'thelpmyselfbutstareat

hisbody.

Sbani:Stopstaringatme.

Me:I'mnot.

Iadjustedthecarseatandslept.

Sbani



Ilookedatherasshewassleepingwithhermouth

pouted,Ididn'tthinkMelissawasgoingtobethis

stupidItoldhernottotellThandoaboutthis

becausetheydon'tknowandtheyhatehernowshe

isruiningeverything.Iguessit'stimeIstophelping

herbecausesheisstupidIwonderwhathappened

toherormaybeshewasalwaysstupidjustthatI

didn'tnotice.

IhatelyingtomyselfbutIdon'thaveanyfeelingsfor

Melissawhat'ssoeverit'sjustthatIwasassigned

tohelphersoIdon'thaveachoice.

IdriveinsidethehouseandwhenItrytocarry

Thandoinsideshewakesup.

Thando:Don'tcarryme.

Me:Butbabeyoucan'twalkproperly.

Thando:LeavemealoneSbanijustbecauseI'm

drunkdoesn'tmeanI'mstupid,youarebusyfucking

Melissabehindmyback.

Me:I'mnotfuckingherIpromise.



ShegetsinsideandIfollowher.

Thando:Stopfollowingmearound,Ihavebeen

askingyouifthere'ssomethingwrongsinceyou

havebeenactingstrangelatelybutyousaidit's

nothing.Iknowhowmuchyouhatebeingliedto

that'swhyIdon'texpectyoutolie.

Me:Thando.

Thando:Ineedtoshowerandsleep.

Shesaidleavingmeinthelounge.

IknowIshouldn'thaveliedbutIhadnochoicethey

wouldbeangryatmetoo,IjusthopeThandodoesn't

telltheothersbecauseIknowtheywillchowme

alive.

IcheckonThandoandsheisfastasleep,Igrabmy

keysandleaveIneedtotalktoMelissabeforeshe

ruinseverythingforme,IhopeIhavebeengivingher

falsesignals.

Idrivetoherplaceandparkoutsidemaybeit'sbest

ifshejustgoesbacktoCapeTown.

Iknockandsheopensforme.



Melissa:Mlilo.

Me:Melissahey.

Melissa:Pleasecomein.

Me:I'mnotstayinglet'ssitdownweneedtotalk.

Melissa:Ohokaysoundsserious.

Me:Itisactually.

Melissa:Letmewakemysonupsohewillseethat

youarehere.

Me:Noit'sfinedon'twakehimup.

Idon'tthinkMelissaisgoingtousehersenses

anytimesoonsheisbusyactinglikehersonisour

sondamn.

Melissa:Okaywhat'sup.

Me:Whatdidyousaytomyfianceetoday?

Melissa:Uhmmnothing.

Me:Idon'tevencarewhatyousaidbutletmebe

clearwithyouMelissaI'mhelpingyoubecauseI

havetonotbecauseIwantto.Idon'tunderstand



howyouthinkbecauseyoualwaysdostupidthings,

Idon'tlikespendingtimewithyoubutIknowwhat

I'mdoingsostoptryingtocausetroubleforme.

Melissa:I...

Me:Justshutthefuckupandlistenafterwhatyou

didtomeIhateyoubutthisismyjobIhavetodoit,

whateverideasyouhaveinyourheadarenottrueI

don'tlikeyouandIwillneverdo.AfterI'mdonewith

allthisI'mmovingonandIexpectyoutodothe

sameandstopbeingstupid.Iseeyouarebusy

playinghappyfamilywithmealwayswantingmeto

playwithyourson.

Melissa:ButIthought...

Me:Youthoughtwrongandifyoudon'tchangeIwill

stophelpingyousdidi.

Isaidthatandlefthertherewithtearsinhereyes.

IfshethoughtIwashelpingherbecauseIwanther

thensheiscrazierthanIthought,Ihavebeenwilling

tocheckoutonZakhele'syoungerbrotherbutIhave

beenbusysoIcheckouttheaddressandIdrive

there,it'squitefarandit'sintheslums.



Igetoutofthecarandlookaroundsomepeople

reallystayinunhealthyareasthisreallyshowshow

wedifferinthiscountry,whenyouliveinthesuburbs

youdon'teventhinkthattherearepeoplewholive

likethis.

Iwalkaroundlookingforthenumberofthisshack

untilIseeit,Iknockonthedooritjustlookslikea

doorbutit'snotadoor.

Lady:JustopenthedoorBhutithatboydoesn'tlock.

Me:Ngiyabongasisi.

Iopenthedoorslowlyandhejumpsfromsomething

thatlookslikeabed.

Me:Heydon'tbescared.

Boy:Anginaluthoungangilimazi(Idon'thave

anythingpleasedon'thurtme).

Thatstabbedmyheart.

Me:Ngekengiklimazeboyubhutiwakhoongithumile

(I'mnotgoingtohurtyou,yourbrothersentme).

Hekeptquietandtookhist-shirttowipeachairfor

mesoIcansitdown,Isatdown.



Me:I'mSbaniandIwasarrestedwithyourbrother

sowhenIgotouthetoldmetocomecheckupon

you.

Mpendulo:I'mMpendulowhenwillhegetoutofjail.

Me:Idon'tknowboybutyouareyoungwhodoyou

staywith.

Mpendulo:Istayalone.

Ilookedaroundandtherewasasmallcupboard,a

smalltableandatwochairsandwhathewassitting

onIassumewasabed.

Me:Howdoyousurvive?

Mpendulo:Ihelppeoplearoundheresotheygiveme

foodsometimesmoneyandonweekendsIworkat

thecarwashbytheroad.

Me:Howoldareyou?

Mpendulo:Eleven.

Me:What?Don'tyouguyshaverelatives?

Mpendulo:WhenmybrotherwasarrestedIwentto

staywithmyunclebutonedayhetriedrapingmeso



Iranaway.

Me:What?

Mypalmswereactuallysweatingfromanger.

Mpendulo:HeredrinksomewaterBhuti.

Itookthecupanddrank.

Me:Thanksboy.

Mpendulo:Manjeubhutiusezophumaejele(Sonow

mybrotherwillnowbeoutofprison).

Me:Iwilldomybesttohelphimokay.

Mpendulo:Okay.

Me:Doyougotoschool?

Mpendulo:YesIpromisedmymotherandmy

brothertofinishschool.

Me:That'sgreatboysowouldlovestaying

somewhereelse.

Mpendulo:Ipreferstayingherethanwithpeople

whowilltreatmebadjustbecauseI'manorphan.

IlookedupbecauseIdidn'twanthimtoseemecry.



Mpendulo:IndodaayikhaliBhuti(Amandoesn'tcry).

HesaidlaughingandIjoinedhim.

Me:Let'sgo.

Mpendulo:Towhere?

Me:Let'sjustgo,isthereanythingyouwanttopack?

Hetookhisbackpackandputsomeenvelopesthere.

Mpendulo:ShouldIalsotakemyuniform?

Me:No.

Heclosedthedoorandthenfollowedmetothecar,I

don'tknowwhatI'mdoingbutallIknowisthatI'm

goingtohelphim.

Mpendulo:Isthisyourcar?

Me:Yes.

Henoddedandjustadmiredthecarwhilesmiling,I

driveawayandtheladyIsawearlierstopsthecar.

Lady:Thankyoufortakinghimpleasetakecareof

him,heissmart.

Me:Iwillsurelydosisi.



ItookoutR500frommywallet.

Me:Pleasetakethis.

Lady:OhGodwillsurelyblessyouthankyou.

Me:Youarewelcome.

Idroveoutoftheslumsandgotintotheroad.

Mpendulo:Areyoutakingmetoyourhome?

Me:Yes.

Mpendulo:Doyoustayalone?

Me:NoIstaywithmyfamily.

Mpendulo:Won'ttheyhateme?

Me:Notheyaregoodpeople.

Mpendulo:OkaybutifIdon'tlikeittherepromiseme

youwilltakemebackhome.

Me:Ipromise,areyouhungry?

Mpendulo:NoIateuphuthuwithsugarwater.

Haibothiskidhasbeenthroughalot.

Me:Okayit'salreadylatesoIwilltakeyoutotown



tomorrow.

Mpendulo:Whataboutschool?

Me:Don'tworryyourselfaboutthat.

IdrovehomeandwhenIgotthereIsawcars

meaningtheywereallbackfromthepartyexceptfor

SimsandZanetheybookedahotelroom.

Me:Let'sgoinside.

Mpendulo:Isthisyourhouse?

Me:Yesboy.

Mpendulo:Ihaveneverbeentoabighousebefore.

Iopenedthedoorandeveryonewasinthelounge

evenThandoIguesssheissobernow.

Mamzo:Sbaniwhereareyoucomingfrom?

Me:IwenttofetchMpendulo,familythisis

Mpenduloanewmemberofthisfamily.

Mpendulo:Sanibona.

TheylookedathimandkeptquietuntilIlookedat

them.



Mamzo:Comehereboy.

HewalkedtoMamzowhohuggedher,shetookhis

handandtheywentupstairs.

Sphe:Don'ttellusheisyourlonglostson.

Me:OfcosnotrememberZakhele?

TJ:Theoneyouwereinacellwith?

Me:Yesandheaskedtocheckoutonhisyounger

brothersoIjustcamewithhimherebecausehehas

nowheretostay.

Sphe:OkayThandotoldaboutMelissa,whyareyou

doingthis?

Me:Youwon'tunderstand.

TJ:Surewewon'tsotellus.

Thando:I'mgoingtosleepI'mnotinterestedinthis.

Me:Thando.

Shekeptquietandleft.

Isipho:BhutiareyouhavinganaffairwithMelissa.

Me:NoIwillneverdothattoThando.



Idon'tknowwhatIwilldobecauseIhavetohelp

Melissabutit'scausingtensionbetweenussoI'm

confusedonwhattodonow.

Insertthirtyeight

IwentupstairswhileSbaniwastryingtoexplainto

thefamilyabouthisinvolvementwithMelissa,I'm

notbeingdramaticorunfairIknowthathehasa

callingandheisboundtohelppeople.Hedoesn't

oweanyexplanationwhendoingwhatheissuppose

todobutthistimeit'sdifferentsoheshouldhave

toldus,Melissaputhiminjailandwestilldon'ttrust

herIthinkshestillhasanagendaifnotshewouldn't

havegloatedtousabouthowSbanihelpedherand

hersonmaybeshethinksthere'sapossibilityfor

themtobesomehappyfamily.

SbaniiskindandIcannevertakethatawayfrom

himandI'mnotplanningtobutforallthistoworkI

needMelissaoutofourlivesbecauseIknowsheis

stillgoingtocausealotoftroublesforusandthe

factthatsheishisexmakesmemoresickwhatif



theyfallinloveagainohGodnoIdon'tevenwantto

thinkaboutit.

Andthenthereisakidhewaswithwhatifheishis

sonmaybeMelissaishismothernonoitcan'tbe.

IhearthedooropeningandMpendulojuststands

there.

Mpendulo:Areyouokaysisi?

Me:YesI'mfine.

Mpendulo:Butyoudon'tlookfineareyousure?

Me:IsaidI'mfine.

Ishoutedandregrettedmyselfafterthat.

Me:I'msorryboy.

Mpendulo:Nokulungile(it'sfine)youdon'tlikeme

andIgetitmostpeopledon'tlikeme.

ThatmademefeelmorebadsoIgotupandstood

nexttohim.

Me:Noboyit'snotlikethatI'mjustnotfeelingwell

I'msorryforshoutingatyou.



Mpendulo:Talkinghelps.

Ichuckled.

Me:Andhowdoyouknowthat.

Mpendulo:Ijustknow.

Me:Let'ssitdown.

Isatonmybedandhesatonthefloor.

Me:Nodon'tsitonthefloor.

Mpendulo:Areyousure?

Me:Yesboy.

Mpendulo:Sowhyareyounotokay?

Thisboyseemssmartandheiscute.

Me:Iwillbefinedon'tworry.

Mpendulo:Myteacheralwaystoldmethatbottling

thingscausesmoredamageinside.

Me:Howoldareyouagain?

Mpendulo:Eleven.

Me:Youaretoosmart.



Mpendulo:Iknow.

Me:Sowhereareyourparents?

Mpendulo:Dead.

Ilookedathimandfeltbad.

Me:I'msosorry.

Mpendulo:Nodon'tbe.

Me:Whathappenedtothemifyoudon'tmindme

asking?

Mpendulo:Myfatherkilledmymotherandmy

brotherkilledmyfatherforkillingourmother.

Me:UhmmI'msosorry.

ThisboyhasbeenthroughalotIdon'tknowwhether

heisstrongormaybeheisusedtobadthings

happeningtohimsohepretendstobestrong.

Mpendulo:It'sfinecanIsleeponyourbedI'mabit

tiredandBhutiSbanipromisedtotakemetothe

malltomorrow.

Me:It'sfineyoucansleep.



HehadshoweredandwaswearingSbani'sshorts

andt-shirt.

SbanigotintotheroomlookingdrainedIguessthey

gavehimahardtime,Igotupandattemptedto

leave.

Sbani:Canyousitdownandletmeexplain.

Me:NoIdon'twanttolistentoyou.

Sbani:CanyoupleasestopshoutingI'mtryingto

speaktoyoulikeanadultbutyouarebusyshouting.

Me:Don'ttellmetostopshoutingI'mangrySbani.

Sbani:IknowyouareangryandI'mnotsayingdon't

bebutpleasebereasonable.

Mpendulo:Canyoubothpleasestopfightingand

talklikeadults.

Me:Youdon'tgettotelluswhattodo,whodoyou

thinkyouare?

Sbani:Don'tThandodon'tyoudaretalktoMpendulo

likethat.

Mpendulo:Itoldyou,youdon'tlikemebutyousaid



youdo.

Hesaidgettingoutofourroom,Ilookeddown

becauseofbeingashamedofwhatIjustsaidtothe

poorkid.

Me:Ididn'tmeanwhatIsaid.

Sbani:IwantedtoexplaintoyouwhyIhelped

Melissaout.

HesaidignoringwhatIwassaying.

Sbani:IwasassignedtohelpMelissaandherson

andIknowIshouldhavetoldyouguysespecially

yousinceyouaremyfianceebutIknewyou

wouldn'tunderstandandI'msorryaboutthatbutI

don'tgettochoosewhoIhelp.Iwantallofyouto

trustmeMelissafooledmeonceshewillneverdoit

againsoI'msorryforwhatshesaidIpromisetogo

withyounexttimeIgoseeher.

Me:Okayjusttalktousplease.

Sbani:IwillIpromise,doyourememberZakhele?

Me:Yes.

Sbani:Mpenduloishisyoungerbrotherhewillbe



stayingwithusfromnowon,Ihatethewayyou

spoketohimThandoitwasrude.

Me:IknowI'msorry.

Sbani:I'mnottheoneyoushouldbeapologisingto.

Hesaidgettingup.

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Sbani:Ineedsomeair.

Me:Areweokay?

Sbani:Yeswearefine.

Hewasnotevenlookingatme,Sbanigetspissed

offeasilybuthetriessohardtocalmdownbecause

Luthandotoldhimtostaycalmatalltimes.Igetwhy

heisangrythoughIshouldn'thavetalkedto

MpendulolikethatImeantheyalsotookmeinlike

theyaredoingtohim.

IfollowedSbanioutandwenttolookforMpenduloI

meanIneedtoapologizeIdon'twanthimtofeel

unwelcomebecauseofme.

Sane:Areyouokaybabe?



Me:I'mfinehaveyouseenMpendulo?

Sane:HeisinthegardenwithSbanitheyseem

prettyclose.

Me:YeahIguess.

Sane:Areyousureyouokay?DidyouandSbanitalk?

Me:Yeswetalkedbabeandwearefinenotfinefine.

Sane:Whathappenednow?youguysarealways

fightingkantiyoushouldn'tbedoingthatImeanyou

areabouttogetmarriedforheaven'ssake.

Me:WewillbefineIjustneedtotalktoMpendulo

there'ssomethingIsaidsoIwanttoapologize.

Sane:Okayfine.

Me:IsMamzoandBabastillhere?

Sane:NotheyleftandI'malsogoingtobednow.

Me:Okaybabegoodnight.

Iwenttothekitchentoeat,Ipickedthroughthe

windowandsawSbaniandMpendulolaughing,I

guesshereallylikeshimIhopehedoesn'treplace

me,wellI'mbeinginsecurenowandIdon'tlikeit.



TheygotinsidewhileIwaseating.

Me:DidyouguyseatIcandishupforyou.

Sbani:Wealreadyatethankyou.

Me:Mpendulocanwetalk.

Mpendulo:NosisiThandoI'mtiredI'mgoingto

sleep.

Me:Ohokaywewilltalktomorrowthengoodnight.

Sbani:Iwillshowhimhisroom,youwillfindme

upstairs.

Me:Okaybabe.

TheywentupstairsandIjustlostmyappetite,Idon't

evenknowifSbaniisfineormaybeheispretending

tobebecauseIwasreallyrudetoMpendulo,IthinkI

haveadegreeofdisappointingpeopleandmyself

forthatmatter.

ItookSbani'scarkeysandwentoutside,Iknowhow

todriveandIhaveadriver'slicensethankstoSbani.

IgotintothecaranddrovetoMelissa'splaceIhope



I'mnotmakingamistake.

Iparkedbyhergateanddebatedwhethertogo

insideornot,whatIgetintotroublebutIjustwantto

talktoheraboutthiswholething,Iwantherto

understandthatIdon'thaveaproblemwithSbani

helpingherbutsheshouldknowthatI'mSbani's

fianceeandshemustnotgetanyideas.

Igotoutofthecarandwentinside,Iknockedandno

oneanswered.Iopenedthedooranditwasnot

lockedsoIgotinside,shewasnotintheloungesoI

walkedtothebedroom.Ifoundherremovinga

pillowfromherbaby.

Iguesssheheardfootsteps.

Melissa:Mliloisthatyou?Iknewyouweregoingto

comeback,Ifiguredmaybemysonwasaproblem

soIkilledhim.Ikilledhimsowecanbetogether.

Shewassayingallthisnotlookingatme.

Me:Melissayoudidwhat?

Shelookedatanddroppedthepillowonthefloor.

Melissa:Uhmmwhatareyoudoinghere?



Me:Youkilledyourson?

Melissa:ThandoUhmmI...

Me:Justshutuphowcruelareyou?

Isaidtakingoutmyphone.

Melissa:Dropthatphone.

Me:Orwhat?

IaskedunlockingitwhenIlookedathershewas

pointingagunatme.

Melissa:GivemethatphoneorIwillshootyou.

Me:Melissayouarecrazysoyousuffocatedyour

sonbecauseyouthoughtSbaniwantsyou.

Melissa:ShutupIknowMlilolovesme.

Shecamecloserandmyphonefell.

Me:YouneedtobelockedupyouarecrazyIdon't

evenknowwhatSbanisawinyou.

Melissa:MlilolovesmeI'mnotcrazy.

Me:Ifyouarenotcrazythenwhydidyoukillyour

son?



ShelaughedIfeltlikeIwasinthesameroomwith

thedevil,doyouknowthoselaughswhereyoufeel

likethedevilislaughingatyou?Iusuallyhearthem

fromthemoviesespeciallythoseNigerianmovies.

Melissa:Ohmysonhewasdisturbancebetweenme

andMlilosoIfiguredwhynot?

Me:SbaniismineMelissaandminealone.

IwishIdidn'tsaythatbecausesheshotmylegandI

felldown.

Me:Melissapleaselet'stalkaboutthis.

Melissa:Talkaboutwhat?

Me:Whyareyoudoingallthisbecauseyouwill

nevergetSbaniyouarejustdestroyingyourlife.

Shekneeleddownnexttome.

Melissa:IfIwillnothaveMlilothenthatmeansyou

willnothavehimeither.

Shesaidputtingaguninmyhead,Itriedgrabbingit

andfoughtmindyouI'mshotinmyleg.Wekepton

fightingandIheardthegungoesoff.



Me:Godno.

Sbani

Igotoutoftheshowerandrantotheroombecause

ofthevisionIjusthad,Iwrappedatowelaroundmy

waistandrantothekitchenshoutingThando's

name.Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutIsawalotof

bloodthenThandoandMelissa.

Me:Thando,Thando.

Isawherplateonthekitchentableandpanicked,

wheredidshego.

TJ:What'sgoingon?

Sphe:Whyareyoushouting?

Me:HasanyoneseenThando?

Sphe:NoIthoughtshewasinthebedroom.

Me:Noweleftherhereeatingandwentupstairs.

TJ:Maybeshewenttogetsomeair.



Me:NosomethingiswrongIhadavision.

Sphe:Whatcoulditbenow?

Isearchedformycarkeysintheloungebutthey

werenotwhereIputthem,IsiphoandSanewere

alsoawakenow.

Me:Mycarkeysarenothere.

Sane:Whatdidyouseeexactly?

Me:Thando,Melissaandalotofblood.

Isipho:NomaybeshewenttoseeMelissa.

Sane:IthoughtyouguysspokeaboutthisMelissa

thing.

Me:WedidandIthoughtwewerefinebutIguessI

waswrong.

Isipho:Let'sgotoMelissa'shouse.

Sphe:Wewillgotherebutyouladiesstayhereand

lookafterCeboImeanwecan'tgowithher.

Sane:Yeahyouareright.

TJ:BafogogetdressedwhileIbringthecararound.



Iranupstairsandworemytracksuits.

Mpendulo:IseverythingokayBhuti?

Iforgothewaseveninthishouse.

Me:Yeseverythingisfineboygobacktoyourroom.

Mpendulo:OkayBhuti.

HeleftandIfinisheddressingthenwenttothecar

SpheandTJwerealreadywaitingforme.

Sphe:Whatdoyouthinkhappened?

Me:Idon'tknowBafoIjusthopeThandoisokay.

Sphe:Sheisfinedon'tworry.

Ireallyhopesheisfineandthatshedidn'tdo

anythingstupidI'mtiredofallthisdramaaroundmy

family.

Wegotthereandraninside,wewerenotreadyfor

whatwesaw.

TJ:NoThandowhathaveyoudone?

ShewassittingonthefloorwithMelissanexttoher.

Thando:Ididn'tdoanythingshe...shejustattacked



me.

Wealljuststoodthereandnoonemoved.

Thando:SheisdeadbutIdidn'tkillherIswearyou

havetobelieveme.

Welookedateachother,whatdowebelievewhen

thingsarelikethis.

Insertthirtynine

Sbani

WealljuststoodthereIthinknoonewaswillingto

askwhathappenedbecausewewereallafraidof

whatThandomighthavedoneImeanwhatdowedo

ifsheistheonewhokilledMelissa,theworstthing

isthatsheisdeadsowewillneverknowifThando

didornot.IknowIwillknowbecausetheyhaveto

showmesomethingifnotthenitmeansThandois

guilty,whatdowedonow?

TJ:UhmmThandowhereisthebaby?



ShepointedtothebedandTJwenttherehefelthis

pulseandnoddedthathewasdead,Sphewentto

thebathroomtopukeIdon'twhetheroutofshockor

maybehewasjustdisgusted.

Me:WhathappenedexactlyThandodidyoukillthem?

Thando:NoIdidnotIcameherejusttotalkto

MelissabutwhenIgothereshewasnotinthe

loungesoIwenttoherbedroom,shewasholdinga

pillowremovingitfromherson.Whensheheard

footstepsshesaid"MliloIkilledhimsowecanbe

togetherbecausehewasthereasonwhyyoudidn't

wantme"IwasshockedandIaskedherwhatshe

haddonebutthenwhenherealiseditwasmeshe

wasshocked.

SheflinchedIguessbecauseofthegunwoundon

herleg.

Thando:ItookoutmyphonetocallyoubutwhenI

lookedathershewasholdingagunIaskedherto

dropitandtalkinsteadshesaidyouwerehers,Itold

herwhatshewasdoingwascrazyandthatshe

needstobelockedupbecausesheneverhaveyou



sinceyouareminebutinsteadsheshotmyleg.She

thencamenexttomeandputaguninmyhead

tellingmethatifshecan'thaveyouthenneitherwillI

that'swhenwefoughtthenIheardgunshotsand

shewastheonewhowasshot.

Ilookedatherandsawthatshewastellingthetruth

nowayshehadplannedforthistohappenandthe

waysheexplainsmakessensebecauseifsheis

lyingthenitmeansthatsheplannedthisalongtime

ago.

Me:Okay.

Sphe:Gentscanwetalkoutside.

Wefollowedeachotheroutside.

TJ:Ibelieveher.

Me:Metooman.

Sphe:Idon'tknowwhattobelieve.

TJ:ThereisnowayThandoplannedallthisImean

thewayshenarratedit,it'sjusthowithappened

rememberMelissawasapsychopath.

Sphe:Evensowhatwasshedoinghereinthefirst



place.

Me:That'swhatIdon'tgetImeanwetalkedabout

thisandwehadanunderstandingIeventoldher

thatnexttimewhenIcomehereIwillcomewithher.

TJ:Idon'tseehowaskingourselvesthiswillhelpus

whatweneedtodiscussiswhatdowedonow?

Me:Idon'tknowbecauseifwecallthepolice

Thandowillbearrestedformurderofachildandhis

mother.

Sphe:IhearyouguysbutIdon'ttrustThandoshe

hasbeendoingthingstodisappointusforavery

longtimenowwhatifsheistheonewhoisa

psychopathinallthis?

TJ:HaySpheThandomaybemanythingsbutnota

murderer.

TJwasstandingbyThandoinallthishewashaving

nonofitandIwaswithhimonthatoneasmuchas

Thandocanbeahandfulsheisnokiller.

Me:IwithyouTJshedidnotdoitImeanwhat

wouldshegainbecauseshealreadyhasmeandshe



knowsthatIloveherandIwouldhaveneverchosen

tobewithMelissa.

Sphe:HayiIdon'tknow.

TJ:IscefekelesiosenzayoSphesihle(Youarebeing

nauseousnow).

Me:Let'snotargueplease.

Sphe:Sowhatdowedo?

TJ:IthinkIhaveaplan.

Welookedathim.

Sphe:SeemslikeThandoplannedthiswithyouwhy

areyousochilled.

TJ:Don'tyoudarefuckwithmeSphesihleareyou

sayingI'mamurdererhuh?DoIlooklikeI'mcalmto

you?SeinganinnocentchilddeaddoyouthinkI'm

thatheartless?

Me:Guyswooawpleasestopthis.

TJ:Uyangidakelwalo.

Myphoneringed.



Me:It'sLuthando.

Sphe:Pickupmaybeshewilltelluswhatreally

happenedhere.

Me:Hello.

Iputthephoneonloudspeaker.

Luthando:Shedidnotdoit.

Me:Areyousure?

Shehadalreadydroppedthecall,welookedateach

otherandSphelookedatTJwithregret.

Sphe:BafoI'm...

TJ:Saveit.

Hesaidgoinginside.

Me:Hewillcalmdown.

Sphe:WhatIsaidwasreallyharsh.

Me:I'malsodisappointedSpheIgetthatyoudon't

trustThandobutTJisyourtwinyoushouldknow

better.

IsaidleavinghimtheregoinginsideTJwasbusy



assistingThandotositonthebed.

TJ:ThisisjustafleshwoundIwillfindsomethingto

wraparoundyourlegmaybesomebandages.

Hesaidlookingaroundthewardrobe.

Me:Heyareyouokay?

Thando:Doyoubelieveme?

Me:YesbabyIbelieveyou,youwouldneverdo

somethinglikethat.

Thando:Whatwillhappennow?MaybeIshouldgo

tothepolicestationtoexplainwhathappened.

Me:Policestation?NoThandotheywon'tbelieve

youconsideringallthedramathathashappened

involvingMelissa.

Thando:Ishouldn'thavecamehereallIwantedwas

justtotalktoherthat'sall.

Me:Don'tbeatyourselfupwhat'simportantisthat

weknowyoudidn'tkillthemsodon'tblameyourself,

evenifyoudidn'tcomehereMelissahadalready

killedherson.



Shenoddedwhilecryinginmyarms,weallwanted

Melissaoutofourlivesbutwedidnotwantherto

die.Ithinkit'sgoodthatsheisoutofourlives

foreverIknowthatsoundsheartlessbutwhoknows

whatothertroublesshewouldhavecaused.

Sphecameinsidethehouse.

Sphe:Sowhatistheplan.

HeaskedlookingatTJbutTJlookedatme.

TJ:IsaywetakeMelissa'scarputtheminsideand

parkitoutsidethegatethenburnthisplacedown

becausethereisnowaywecancleanupallthis

mess.

Me:Thenwetakethegunwithusthat'sagreatplan

atleastherfamilywillgettoburyher.

TJ:YeahweplannedthiswholethingrightThando?

HesaidlookingatSpheandThandowasso

confused,it'snoteasytopissTJoffbutIthinkthe

hormonesarejustplayingwithhim.

Thando:What?

Me:Don'tmindhimThandoit'sthehormones.



TJ:Mxmlet'sgettowork.

Sphe:Let'schangeMelissa'sclothesandburnthese

onesbecausetheyfoughtsotherecouldbe

Thando'sfingerprintsinthem.

TJ:Kantiuyayikhulumaintoeyenzaisensenawe

twinbrother.

Me:Canyoubothjuststopthisplease.

Sphetooktheclothesoffandworesomeglovesto

puttheothersonwhileIbroughtthecararound.We

puttheminsidethenparkedthecaroutsidethegate.

Sphe:It'salreadymidnightsolet'sburnthisplace

downandleaveplease.

TJwenttotakepetrolfromourcarwhileIcarried

Thandotothecarwethenburnttheplacedownand

left,whenwewereatthegatemyphoneringedit

wasLuthandoagain.

Me:Luthando.

Luthando:Gotothenearestriverandcleanse

yourselvesbeforegettingintothathouse.

Me:It'sthemiddleofthenightandwestayin



surburbstherearenorivershere.

Luthando:Iknowthetimegototheoceanthen.

Me:Whatshouldwedowhenwegetthere?

Luthando:Youwillknowwhattodowhenyouget

there.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Luthando:AndbecalmSbani.

Shesaidthatlaughing.

Me:Ihavebeendoingagoodjobwiththatone.

Luthando:Iseebye.

Me:TJdon'tdriveinjustdrivetothebeach.

TJ:It'sinthemiddleofthenight.

Me:IknowbutLuthandosaidwemustcleanse

ourselvesbeforegettinginsidethehouse.

Sphe:Sowehavetobathintheocean.

Me:Yeslet'sjustgoguys.

TJdrovetherewewerealljustsilentIdon'tknow

whatwasgoingintheirheadsbutonmymineI



hopedthatthiswasthelasttimewehandle

somethinglikethis,Imeanwecan'tkeepdoingthis

becauseifthoughnoneofuskilledMelissaandher

sonwestillholdourselvesaccountable.

Wehavesomanyifonlywedidnotthat,ifonlywe

didnotdothisbutherewearenowandIknow

Thandowillalwaysthinkit'sherfaultsomehow.

TJ:Wearehere.

Igotoutfirstandwentneartheocean,therewasa

platewithanincenseandmatchesIlookedaround

andIknewthatIhadtousethem.Ilititupandthen

talkedtomyancestorsafterIwasdoneeverything

wasclearonwhatIwassupposetodo.Icleansed

themallthenmyself.

Sphe:IneverwanttodothisIhategettinggetting

intotheocean.

Me:Makesthetwoofusbutthenwehadnochoice

let'sgo.

Wegotintothecaranddrovehome.

TJ:I'mgoingtosleep.



Sphe:Metoo.

Theydisappearedintothepassage.

Me:IwillgetthefirstaidkitsothatIwillfixyourleg.

Shenodded,IwishIknewwhatwasgoingthrough

herheadIjusthopeshedoesn'tblameherselfthat

much.

Icamebackwiththefirstaidkitandtoldherthatwe

shouldgoupstairs,Ifixedherwoundthenputa

bandageonit.

Me:Let'ssleep.

Shenoddedandthenwegotintobed.

Me:Youaresoquitewhatsinyourmind?

Thando:Doyoublamemeforwhathappened?

Me:Baby...

Thando:Behonestplease.

Me:NoIdon'tblameyouasyousaidwhenyougot

thereMelissahadalreadykilledhersonsooneror

latershewouldhavediedalsobecauseshewasnot

goingtogetme.Wedon'tknowwhatherplanwas



butitwasnotyourfaultshewasacrazypsychopath.

Thando:Ishouldn'thavegonethere.

Me:Iagreewithyouthereyoushouldn'tgonethere

Thandobecausewespokeaboutthisbutthere'sno

usenowwhat'sdoneisdone,youneedtoforgive

yourselfandforgetaboutthis.

Thando:WhatiftheyfindoutIwasthere?

Me:Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbeforeyou

wentthereinsteadyoudidn'tnotthatIblameyou

butallthetimeyoudon'tthinkbeforeyouact,I

thoughtwhathappenedwithChadwouldhave

taughtyoualessonbutclearlyitdidn'tbutIhope

youlearntyourlessonthisIreallyhopeyoudidfor

yoursakeThandobecausewewillnotalwaysbe

theretobailyouout.

Thando:ButIdidn'tdoit.

Me:Iknowyoudidn'tdoitbutwhatthepolicefound

youtherehuh?Doyouthinktheywouldhave

believedyou,notheywouldhavenotIknowbecause

Melissaoncesetmeup.



Thando:IknowI'msorryIwilldomybestfromnow

onIpromise.

Me:Makethatpromisetoyourselfsothatyouwon't

bedisappointedifyoudothingswithoutthinking

everagain.

Shenodded.

Me:Let'ssleepIloveyou.

Thando:GoodnightIloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.

IknowmostofthetimeIsaythiswhenThando

doesn'tlistenbutsometimesIreallydoubtthatshe

ismysoulmate,whatLuthandosaidaboutnotbeing

surethatsheistheoneformeornotalwayscomes

tomindintimeslikethisbutI'moldnowIdon'tthink

I'mstillgoingtomeetsomeonewhocanbetheone

forme.Ican'tshakethefeelingthatwearenotgood

foreachother,ourloveisjustarghIdon'tknowbut

it'slikewealwaysattracttrouble.

Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtosleepitwasreallya

hecticnightnowit's2aminthemorning.



Thando

IwokeupinthemorningSbaniwasstillsleeping

nexttome,Ididn'tgetmuchsleepIkeptthinking

aboutwhathappenedlastnight,whatwouldhave

happenedifIdidn'tgotoMelissa'shouse.Maybe,

maybeallthiswouldn'thavehappenedyeahIknow

MelissahadalreadykilledhersonandIdon'tbelieve

thatshedeservestoliveafterwhatshedidbut

maybeshealsodeservedanotherchancewho

knowsI'mnotGodafterallIcan'tjudgepeople.

Sbani:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Me:MorningnoI'mfine.

IdidwanthimtoworryaboutthefactthatIblame

myselfforMelissa'sdeathbecausewhathesaid

yesterdaynightmadesensewhathappened

happenedthere'snouseinblamingmyself.

Sbani:IhateitwhenyouarelikethisMelissa

wouldn'thavehesitatedtokillyoubutyoufeelbad



becauseagunwentoffpleasedon'ttortureyourself

sthandwasam,shewastheonewhowasholding

thegunsoshekilledherself.Let'sgotakeashower

I'mtakingyouout.

Me:Onadate?

Iaskedraisingmyeyes.

Sbani:Yes.

Me:Cometothinkofityouhavenevertakenmeout

onadate.

Sbani:Iguessit'syourluckydaythen.

Me:IloveyouSbanisamakhoza.

Sbani:NamngiyakuthandaThandolwam.

Wewenttothebathroomtotakeashowerthen

whenweweredonewewentdownstairstheothers

werealreadythere.

Us:Morning.

Theykeptquietandwerealisedtheywereallstaring

tothetelevision.

"Intoday'snewsamotherandhersonwerefound



outsideheryarddead,themotherwasshotandher

sonsuffocatedtodeath.Thepolicearestill

investigatingandtheypromisetofindwhoeverdid

thissothatthefamilyofthisyoungbeautifullady

andhercutelittlesonwillfindjustice"Ididn'teven

knowwhattosaySbaniwenttotheTVandswitched

itoff.

Isipho:Bhutiwewerestillwatching.

SanewaslookingstraightintomyeyesandIfelt

guiltyeventhoughIdidn'tkillthem.

Sbani:Babysitdown.

IsatdownandlookeddownbutIfelttheirstareson

me.

TJ:There'snoneedtofeelguiltyThandoIforone

amgladthatMelissaisdead.

Theyalllookedathim.

TJ:What?Iknowyouareallgladthatsheisdead.

Isipho:Whathappenedseemslikeyouknow?

Sane:Thando?



Sbani:What?CanyoualljustleaveThandoalone.

Isipho:Why?Didshekillthem.

Sbani:Howcouldyouevenaskherthat?

Sane:Thando?

Me:Ididnotkillthem.

ZaneandSimsgotinrunning.

Sims:Didyouguyswatchthenews.

Sphe:MorningtoyoutooSims.

Zane:Morningguyssodoyouknowwhathappened.

TJ,SbaniandSphe:No.

Me:Yes.

Sims:Okaywhichiswhich?

Me:IknowwhathappenedbecauseIwasthere?

Zane:FriendIknowyoudidn'tkillthemsowhat

happened?

InarratedwhathappenedtothemandIwas

surprisedtoseeIsipho'sfacebecauseitshowed

thatshebelievesme,Iexpectedhertobetheleast



tobelieveme.

Isipho:ThandoI'msosorry.

Sims:Didyouguysmakesurethatnothingledto

Thandobeingthere?

Sphe:Yeswedid.

Sane:Goodriddance.

Welookedather.

Sane:What?IfeelsorryforhersonbutIcan't

pretendlikeI'mnothappythatMelissaisdead

becauseIwasstillgoingtokillhermyself.

Zane:I'malsohappyImeanit'sclearthatshewas

goingtodoanythingtogetSbani.

TJ:Weshouldalljustforgetaboutthisandfocuson

Isipho'sgraduation.

Sims:Yeahthat'swhatimportantrightnow.

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Us:Comein.

Twoofficerscameinandmyheartskippedabeat



butSbaniheldmyhand.

Sbani:Whatdidwedotogetavisitfromabantu

bomthetho.

Theladydetectivelookedathim.

Detective:WearehereonregardofMelissa'sdeath.

Sims:Thinasingenaphilapho?

Detective:Wewanttoaskyousomequestions.

TJ:Ask.

Detective:Wherewereyouguysbetweenmidnight?

Us:Here.

Theylookedateachother.

Zane:Meandmyfiancespendournightatbotanic

gardenyoucanpassbythereandask.

EveryonewaschilledIalsokeptastraightfaceeven

thoughIwasabitscared.

Detective:OkaysoMrKhozawhenlastdidyousee

Melissa?

Sbani:Yesterdayaroundtwelvemidday.



Detective:Canyouperhapselaboratewhyyouwere

there.

Sbani:Idon'tthinkthat'sanyofyourbusiness

detective.

Detective:Melissasetyouupright?Didyouperhaps

hateherforthat.

Sbani:YesIhatedherforthat.

Detective:Canitbethatthereasonyoudidyouwant

toopenacaseagainstherwassoyoucankillher?

Sbani:Idon'tknowwhatyouareinsinuatingbutIdid

notkillher.

TJ:Ithinkthat'senoughnowdetectiveunlessyou

arecharginguswithsomething.

Detective:Thankyouforyourtimewewillbebackif

somethingelsecomesup.

Sphe:GoodluckofficersIhopeyoufindwhoeverdid

this.

TheladydetectivelookedatSbani.

Sbani:Don'tlookatmelikethatlikeItoldyouthe



lasttimeIdon'twantyou,angikufuni.

Hesaidopeningadoorforthem.

Sims:Thatwasfun.

TJ:Tellmeaboutit.

Sane:Youguysarecrazy.

Zane:ItseemslikeyouaretheirmainsuspectSbani.

Sbani:That'swhatIseebutI'mnotworried.

Isipho:Thandochillnooneisgoingtoknowthatyou

werethere.

Sphe:CanwehavebreakfastnowI'mhungry.

Me:YouguysweresochilledIwasdamnscared.

TJ:WeplannedthisverywellThando.

HesaidlookingatSpheIwonderwhathappened

betweenthem,SbanilookedatSphethenlaughed.

Sphe:LookI'msorrybafoIshouldn'thavesaidwhat

IsaidIwasjustshockedandconfused.

TJ:Okay.

Sbanilaughedagain.



Sbani:ComeonTJ.

Sims:Whathappenedkanti?

Sbaninarratedtouswhathappened.

Sphe:ButIhavebeenapologisingsincelastnight.

Sbani:Itoldit'sthehormonesweallknowTJ

doesn'tgetpissedoffthiseasily.

MamzoandMbathagotinsidethehouse.

Mamzo:Guys.

Us:"guys".

Mamzo:What'swrongwithmesayingthatphumani

kimiplease.

Sims:YoulookhappyMama.

Mbatha:I'mgivingittohertherightway.

Us:Haibo.

Mbatha:Whatit'strueyouboysshouldcometome

forsomelessonssothatyourwomenwillalwaysbe

happy.

Wealljustlaughed.



Mamzo:Ihopeyoudidn'tkillMelissaandherson.

Sbani:Nowedidn't.

Hethentoldthemwhathappened.

Mbatha:Good.

Zane:HawBaba.

Mbatha:What?

Thismanisheartlessbutyoucanneverknowor

predictbecauseheisalwayssmiling,Iwasalso

comfortablebecausenoonewasblamingmefor

whathappened.

Mamzo:Iwanttotalktoyouguysaboutthis

cohabitingyouaredoinghere.

Welaughed.

TJ:Idon'tlikewherethisconversationisgoing.

Sims:Meneither.

Mamzo:Girlsnikipitilevele(areyoucohabiting).

Sane:Uhmmwe...

Mbatha:Youarewhatbaby?



Welookedateachwejustdidn'tknowwhattosay.

Mamzo:Thegirlsaremovingouttotheotherhouse

untilyouallgetmarried.

Sbani:HayMamzowhereisthatcomingfrom?

Mamzo:FrommeSbaniisthereanyonewhohasa

problemwiththat.

Theguyswerebusymumblingsomethingbutno

onespoke.

Mbatha:GoodI'mgladweunderstandeachother.

Sphe:ButweareusedtostayingtogetherIdon'tsee

aneedtoallofthisbecausewewilltotheother

houseandtheywillcomehere.

Mamzo:Iwillbestayingwiththemthere.

Us:What?

TJ:Wearetoooldforthis.

Mbatha:Wewillbestayingwiththem.

Mamzo:Noyouwillstaythissidewiththeboys.

Welaughedathim.



Mbatha:Whathaymamabongeke.

Mamzo:I'mgladweunderstandeachother,girls

packyourbagsIwanttofindyouatthehouselater

nowI'mgoingonadate.

ShesaidleavingwithMbathafollowingafterhim.

Me:Whatjusthappened?

Sbani:Hayguyssibadalaforthis.

Sphe:AndMamzowillgiveahardtimewehaveto

askhernowifwewantyouguystocomehere.

Sane:Babelet'sgotoourbedroomanddoourthing

beforeIleave.

TJ:Rightafteryou.

Wealllaughed.

Me:Babeandthatdate?

Sbani:Let'sgogetready.

IsiphoandSphewenttothekitchentopreparetheir

breakfast,Ihopethosedetectiveswon'tcomeback

here.MamzoistryingtomakeourlivesdifficultI

betterstartpreparingformyweddingbecauseIcan't



standbeingawayfromSbani.

Insertforty

Sbani

Wewentupstairstoprepareforourdatewewere

bothkindofexcitedIguessit'sbecausewehave

neverwentonadatebefore.

Thando:Doyoulikethisdress?

Ijuststaredathershelookedhotshewaswearinga

bodyhuggingblackdress.

Thando:BabestopstaringhowdoIlook?

Me:YoulookbeautifulsthandwasamIkindwantto

ripthatdressoffrightnow.

Thando:BehaveyourselfMr.

Iwenttoherandwekisseduntilweheardsomeone

clearingtheirthroat.

Mpendulo:Sorrytointerrupt.



I'mstillnotusedtohavinghimaroundItotallyforgot

hewashere.

Me:Istillforgetyouarehereboyhowdidyousleep?

Mpendulo:IsleptwellBhutithebedwas

comfortable.

Me:That'sgreat.

Thando:UhmmI'msorryboyaboutwhatIsaidthe

otherday.

Mpendulo:It'sfinesisThando.

Thando:Noit'snotfineIdon'twantyoutothinkthat

Idon'tlikeyoubecauseIdoandwhatIsaidwas

uncalledfor.

Mpendulo:OkayIforgiveyou.

Helookedatme.

Me:What?

Mpendulo:Youpromisedtotakemetothemall

today.

Me:Okayboygotakeashowerandgetdressed.



Heranout.

Thando:Really?

Me:Don'tstartThandoyouknowIpromisedhimand

Idon'twanttolethimdown.

Thando:Ithoughtweweregoingonadatejustthe

twoofus.

Me:IknowandI'msorrybutitwillhavetobethe

threeofus.

Thando:Iwanttogoonadatewithyouandnotthis

boyImeanyouhardlyknowhimbutnowyouare

puttinghimbeforeme.

Me:ReallyThando?Youthinkthisisacompetition,

I'mtheonewhobroughtMpendulohereandI

promisedhimabetterlife.Yousawthathehas

nothingwhatishesupposetowearhuh?

Thando:Ijustwantedustohavesomequalitytime

togetherthat'sall.

Me:OkayIwillgogetMpenduloandyouwillexplain

tohimwhywecan'tgowithhim.

Thando:Noit'sfinewecangowithhim.



Me:Youbetterstartworkingonyourattitude

towardshimbecauseheisheretostay,Idon'tlike

thewayyoutreathimandifyoudon'tchangewewill

haveabigproblemImeanIdon'tgetwhatyour

problemisyoujustapologisedtohimjustnowbut

hereyouarecallinghim"thisboy".

Thando:BabeI'm...

Me:Youarewhat?Sorry?Idon'twanttohearyour

sorryanymore.

EverytimewhenIthinkwearemovingforwardwith

ThandoshetakestenstepsbackwardsandI'm

reallytirednow,Idon'tgetwhatherproblemis.She

isstartingtobecomeveryinsecureImean

Mpenduloisjustakidwhywouldshebejealousof

him.

Me:IwillgocheckuponMpendulo.

IbumpedintoSphe.

Me:Watchwhereyouaregoing.

Sphe:Woawwhyareyoupissed?

Me:Nothing.



Sphe:IthoughtyouandThandoweregoingona

date?

Me:YeswearebutIforgotthatIpromised

Mpendulowewouldgotothemall.

Sphe:Isipho,CeboandIaregoingtothemallwecan

takeMpendulowithus.

Me:Areyousure?

Sphe:YesBafoyouandThandoneedyourtimeso

youcansortyourissuesouteventhoughIstillthink

shedoesn'tdeserveyou.

SphehasreallystoppedlikingThandoandhecan't

evenpretendanymore.

Me:ThanksmanIwillgotalktoMpendulo.

IwenttoMpendulo'sroom.

Me:Heychapareyoudone?

Mpendulo:YesI'mdoneBhutiSphegavemethese

clothestowear.

Me:OkaylistenI'mtakingsisThandoonadateso

BhutiSphewillgowithyoutothemallandgetyou



everythingyouneed.

Mpendulo:Okaynoproblembutyouwillgowithme

nexttimewhenyouarenottakingsisThandoona

date.

Me:Definitelyboy.

IgavehimmyblackcardandtoldhimthatSphe

knowsthepin.

Me:Withthiscardyoucanbuyeverythingyouneed.

Mpendulo:NgiyabongaBhuti.

Hehuggedme,thisboysureknowshowtomakeme

feelemotionalandwhatIlikeabouthimisthatheis

respectfulandheappreciateseverything.

Me:Seeyoulaterthen.

WefirstbumpedandIwenttomyroom.

Me:Wecango.

Thando:IsMpenduloready?

Me:Yes.

Wewentdownstairsandtheguyswerethere.



Me:Siyavayamanjegents(Weareleavingnow).

Sphe:Sure.

Me:IgaveMpendulomyblackcardSpheplease

don'tfinishmymoney.

TJ:I'malsogoingtothemall.

Sims:Metoo.

Me:Don'tstartwithmeplease.

Theyjustlaughedwhilewewenttothecar.

Thando:IthoughtMpendulowasgoingwithus.

Me:Youwantedtogoonadatewithmealoneright?

Thando:Rightbut...

Me:ButnothingThando.

IdroveustoafancyrestauranttobehonestIwas

nolongerinthemoodforallthis.

Thando:Thislooksfancy.

Me:That'sbecauseitis,canweorder?

Thando:Okay.



Me:Waiter.

Thewaitercameandwebothorderedwhilewaiting

forourordertheybroughtourdrinks.

Thando:Thankyouforthis.

Me:Anythingtomakeyouhappy.

Thando:Iknowyoudon'twantmetoapologizebut

I'msorryaboutearlier.

Me:It'sfinesohaveyouthoughtaboutadateforour

wedding.

Thando:NotreallyIthoughtwewoulddothat

together.

Me:Whateveryoudecideisfinewithme.

Thando:Okayyoushouldgivemeyourblackcardso

Icanplanourweddinginsteadofgivingitto

Mpendulo.

Me:LalelaThandoI'mgoingtosaythisforthelast

time,youarenotinacompetitionwithMpendulothe

factthatyoudon'tlikehimImeanit'sclearnowthat

youdon'tlikehimshouldnotaffectourrelationship

andyouropinionsabouthowyoufeelabouthim



shouldstaywithyoubecauseIdon'tneedtohear

them.I'mnotgoingtoforceyoutolikeMpendulo

becauseitcamenaturaltomebutIdon'tthinkI

needsomeonelikeyouinmylife,thismeansthisis

howyouwilltreatCeboandTJscomingbaby

becausetheyarenotyourown?Sothisishowyou

weregoingtotreatMpenduloifhewasmysonbut

notyours?Itoldyoutostopdisappointingyourself

becauseitwillhavebadconsequences.IadmitI'm

notperfectIhavealsomademyownmistakesbutI

don'tthinkyouknowwhatyouwantThandoandthis

isnotaboutMpendulothisisaboutyouandyour

attitude,ImaynotbeperfectbutIsureknowthatI

deservewaybetterthanwhatyouaregivingme.I

loveyouGodknowsIdobutIwillneversettlefor

lessthanIdeservenever.

IfeltalotbetteraftersayingthatIlookedatThando

andshewascrying,whenyousaysomethingthat

makessensetoThandoshestartscryinglikeshe

understandsthedepthofwhatyouaresayingbut

thenshedoessomethingworse.

Thando:Whatareyousaying?Pleasedon'tbreakup



withme.

ThewaitercamewithourfoodandThandoexcused

herselfandwenttotheladiesroom.

Istartedeatingthenshecamebackandjoinedme.

Thando:Thisisnice.

Me:Sureis.

Weateandwhenweweredonewejustsatthere.

Me:Areyoureadytoleave.

Thando:Sure.

Me:Isthereanythingelseyouneed?

Thando:Wecantakeawalktothebeachifyoudon't

mind.

Inodded.

Wetookawalkaroundthebeach,thewavessure

knowhowtomakemecalmtheybringpeacetomy

mindandheart.

Wesatdownandfacedthebeach,Thandosat

betweenmylegsandwebothwatchedthewaves



whilenotlookingateachother.

Thando:Iknowthere'snothingIcansaythatcan

makeyoutrustmebecauseIturntosaysomething

anddothecompleteoppositesoIpromisetoletmy

actionsspeakfromnowon.Iknowyoudon't

deservemebutIwantthistowork,I'mafoolandI'm

stupidIknowbutIneedyoubymysideyouhave

provenhowmuchyouloveme.FromnowonIwill

showyouhowmuchIappreciateandloveyoubut

pleasedon'tgiveuponme,I'mgratefultohave

someonelikeyouinmylife.

Ibentherheadtowardsmeandwipedhertears,no

matterhowmuchImaydoubtThandobut

somethingdrawsmetoherit'salikeamagnetandI

knowIwillneverbeabletolethergoevenifIwant

to.

Thando:Iloveyouhubby.

Me:Iloveyoutoowifey.

Iloveherngempelabutmyheartismissing

somethingIhopeThandocanbeabletofillitbefore

it'stoolate.



Mpendulo

I'mMpenduloasyouallknowI'manorphanwellI

havebeenanorphanalmostallmylife.Mylifeused

tobesweetandnormallikeeveryoneelseoncebut

thingschangeIhearpeoplesayingthat'showlifeis

right?I'malmostelevenbuthalfofthethingsIhave

doneorIhavebeenthroughmademymindgrowup

fasterthanmyage,Ihadtolearnhowtobestrong

andhowtosurviveonmyownsoonaftermybrother

gotarrested.WewereneverreallypoorbutIhad

everythingIwantedbecausemymotherandmy

brothermadesureofit,mybrotherwasmy

everythingweweresocloseandhealways

protectedme.WhenmybrotherwasnotaroundI

usedtowitnessmyfatherabuseherinallcertain

waysbutIwouldjustwatchanddonothingbecause

Iwasafraidandyoung,Itoldmybrothereverything

andhedecidedtodropoutofvarsityandcomeback

hometoprotectmymotherandI.SomedaysIwishI

didn'ttellhimmaybehewouldstillbehere,Iknow



myfatherwouldhavekilledmymothereventually

butitwouldhavebeenbetterthatwaybecausemy

brotherwouldstillbeherewithme.

MyfatheronceabusedmybrothersexuallybutI

knowhethinksIdon'tknowandIthinkthat'soneof

thereasonshekilledhim,hewasafraidthathewill

doittometoonotknowingthathehaddoneit

already.YeahmyfatheroncerapedmeandInever

toldanyoneaboutit,heisnottheonlypersonwho

hassexuallyassaultedmetheladythatBhutiSbani

gavemoneytothatdayhecametofetchme

watchedherhusbandrapemealongwithhisfriends,

shetriedtoprotectmebyallcostandtheyneverdid

itagain.I'msweetandrespectfulbecausethat's

howIwasraisedbutthepainandhateIcarryinside

ispoisonous.IwanttogetmyrevengeonedayandI

knowIwillnomatterhowlongittakes.

Mymotherwasagreatwomanwhosacrificed

everythingtoseeushappyevenherownhappiness

andshedidn'tdeservetodieinthehandsofaman

whoonceclaimedtoloveherbutthat'showthe

worldisnowadays.



I'mgratefulforBhutiSbaniherescuedmefrommy

miseryandIfeltconnectedtohimsomehowbutI

don'tknowhowit'sgoingtobesincesisThando

doesn'tlikeme,IheardhertalkingtoBhutiSbani

aboutmegoingwiththemtodayandIfeellikeI'm

intruding.IthoughtaboutrunningawaybutIcan'tgo

backtothatlife,Godhasfinallyansweredmy

prayersandgavemeafamilywhatmorecanIask

for.

Sphe:Boyaresurethat'sallyouneed?

Me:YesI'msureBhuti.

Sphe:Weshouldalsogetyouaphone.

Me:Aphone?

Sphe:Yesaphonedon'tyouhaveagirlfriendtocall.

Welaughed.

Me:HayiBhutiIdon'thaveagirlfriend.

Ireallydon'twanttogobacktomyoldschoolallthe

childrentheredon'tlikeme,someofthemcome

frombackgroundsjustlikeminebuttheylaughat

mebecauseIdon'thaveafamilyandbecauseIwork



attheirhomessometimesjusttohavesomethingto

eat.

Sphe:HayhayMpenduloyoushouldgetagirlfriend.

Isipho:ButbabeMpenduloisstillyoung,don'tlisten

tohimboy.

IjustlaughedthenwewenttoEdgar'sconnecttoget

acellphoneforme.

Sphe:Chooseboy.

Me:IwantacheaponeIdon'twanttofinishBhuti

Sbani'smoney.

Isipho:Youcanneverfinishthemoneythatisinthat

cardsochoosewhicheverphoneyoulike.

IlookedaroundthestoreandchoseSamsungA10.

Sphe:NonoIsaytakethisone.

Hesaidpointingataphonethatcostmorethanfive

thousand.

Me:HayiBhutiSphe.

Isipho:Justtakeitboy.



Inoddedandtookit.

Sphe:Let'sgetsometakeaways.

Isipho:Don'tforgetmeandthegirlsaremovingout

today.

Sphe:ItotallyforgotMamzoisbeinghardonusfor

noreason.

Wehadalreadyatesowewentbackhomeit

soundedforeigntohearmyselfsayinghomebut

that'showitisnow,Ihaveahome.

Me:Thankyoufortoday.

Sphe:Whotaughtyouhowtobethisappreciative?

Me:Mymotherandmybrother.

Isipho:Youwereraisedrightboyyourmothermay

notbehearbutsurelysheisproudofthemanyou

arebecoming.

Me:ThankyousisIsipho.

WegothomeandBhutiSbani'scarwasparked

outside,Ifeltmyheartbeatingfastwhatifhewillbe

madthatIboughtallthesethings.



WegotinsideandhewaswatchingTValoneinthe

lounge.

Isipho:Bhutiwherearetheothers.

Sbani:Upstairspacking.

Sphe:BabeyoushouldalsogopackbeforeMamzo

comeshereanddragyoualltotheotherhouse.

Theylaughedandleftmewiththiskindyetscary

man.

Sbani:Whatdidyoubuyboy?

Me:EverythingIneeded.

Sbani:Let'sgotoyourroomsoyoucanshowme.

Hehelpedmecarrymyshoppingbagsupstairs.

Sbani:Isthisallyoubought?

Me:YesBhutiI'msorryIdidn'tmeantofinishyour

moneyBhutiSphe...

Sbani:WooawMpendulocalmdownzincanekabi

lezimpahla.

Me:Really?



Sbani:Yesbutwewilladdnexttimewhenwegoto

themall.

Me:IthoughtyouweregoingtobemadIalso

boughtacellphone.

Itookitoutandshowedhim.

Sbani:GoodI'mhappyaslongasyouarehappyboy.

Me:ThankyouBhutiSbaniGodwillblessyou.

Sbani:WhydoyoualwayswantmetocrywhenI'm

aroundyou.

Welaughed.

Me:Okaysorry.

Heblankedoutandhiseyesbecamewhite.

Me:Bhuti.

Ishookhimandhejumped.

Me:Areyouokay?YoureyeswereIdon'tknow?

Sbani:I'mfineboythat'showIbecomemostofthe

time.

Me:Why?Areyousick?



Heshowedmehiswristsandtherewerebangles

aroundthem.

Me:Areyouasangoma?

Sbani:Somethinglikethat,let'sgoseeyourbrother.

Me:Really?

Sbani:YesandwestillhavealottotalkaboutIdidn't

likethevisionIjusthad.

Hesaidgettingup,Ichangedmyclothesandwore

someofthenewones.Ifheisasangomathen

there'sapossibilitythathemayseethatIwasonce

sexuallyassaultedohnowhatwillhappenthen.

IfollowedafterhimwhenIwasdonechanging.

Sbani:GowaitformeinthecarIwillgosaygoodbye

totheladies.

Me:OkayBhuti.

Iwenttohiscarandwaited,hecameaftersomefew

minutesthendrove.Ioncewenttoseemybrother

butitwasalongtimeago,theyletmeseehimfora

fewsecondsbecauseIwasakid.



Heparkedoutsidethenwegotinhetalkedtosome

manthenweweretoldtogowaitinside.

Sbani:Areyouready?

InoddedI'mscaredIhaven'tseenmybrotherina

longtime,Iwonderhowtheytreathimherebecause

thestoriesIhearaboutprisonarebad.

IsawhimwalkingslowtoourdirectionandIranto

hughim.

Me:Bhuti.

Zakhele:Boydon'tcryShhh.

Wewenttositdownmybrotherhadtearsinhiseyes.

Zakhele:Thankyoumanthankyou.

Sbani:It'snothingIwillgiveyouguyssomespace.

Heleft.

Me:Areyouokay?Aretheytreatingyouwell?

Zakhele:CalmdownI'mtheonewhoissupposeto

beworriedaboutyounottheotherwayaround.

Me:BhutiI'mfineBhutiSbaniistreatingmewell.



Zakhele:I'mgladboywheredoyoustaynow?

Me:Hetookmein.

Zakhele:Aretheytreatingyouwell?

Me:YesBhutitheyboughtmetheseclothes,a

cellphoneandtheyhaveaverybeautifulbighouse.

Zakhele:I'mgladboyandMpendulopleasebea

goodboy.

Me:IwillneverembarassyouorletyoudownBhuti,

uzophumaninilana.

Hesighed.

Zakhele:Angaziboybutdon'tworryyourselfabout

thatokay.

Me:Imissyou.

Zakhele:IknowboyboyIknow.

Me:IknowwhatBabadidtoyou.

Helookedatmeshocked.

Zakhele:Mpendulowhatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:HerapedyouIknow.



Zakhele:What?Don'ttellmehedidittoyoutoo?

Hewasangryreallyangry.

Ilookeddown.

Zakhele:Mpendulononooo.

Hebangedthetable.

Warden:Hlisaumsindosboshwa.

Zakhele:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Iwasafraidhesaidhewouldkillmama.

Zakhele:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthatboyI'm

sosorry.

Me:It'sfineheisdeadnow.

IwantedtotellhimthatsomemandidittoobutI

wasafraidofhowhewouldreact.

Zakhele:IloveyouokayandIwillbeoutofhereone

day.

Me:IknowIloveyoutooBhutiandIwillvisityou

everydaynow.

Zakhele:OkaygocallBhutiSbaniformeIneedto



talktohimokay?

Me:OkaybyeBhuti.

Ihuggedhimandleft.

Me:BhutiSbaniBhutiwantstotalktoyou.

Sbani:Okayboygowaitformeinthecar.

IwenttothecarIcan'tdescribehowhappyIamto

finallyseemybrotherIpraytoGodonedayhe

comesoutofthathellholeatleasttoseeme

graduate.

Insertfortyone

Isipho

Todayismygraduationdayinordertowakeup

ecstaticIwokeupveryemotionalbecausemy

parentsarenotheretowitnesstheirlittlegirl

graduate,Iknowtheyarelookingdownonmebut

it'snotthesame.Mamawouldhavemademydress

yessheusedtosewclothesbutshewasabusiness



womanshejustdidthatontheside,Babawould

probablysaynothinghewasmorelikemybrotherhe

didn'tlikeormaybeknowhowtoexpresshis

feelings.I'mgratefultoGodthatthisdayhadfinally

comeaftereverythingwehavebeenthroughIhad

losthopebuthereIam,Ithoughtaftergivingbirthto

mydaughterIwouldstrugglewithschoolbutIdidn't

thankstoallmyfamilymembersforhelpingmeout.

ImissKhozasomuchhewouldhavebeensoproud

afterourparentsdiedhemadesuretoloveuslike

hisown.

Ilayonmybedandlookuptheceilingjustthinking

abouteverything.

Mamzo:Isiphousalele?(Youarestillsleeping).

Me:Idon'twanttogomama.

Mamzo:Nonsensewhy?

Me:Iwishmyparentswerehere.

Mamzo:OhbabyIknowhowyoufeelbutdothisfor

themyouneedtocelebratethisdayforthem,you

maynotbelieveitsometimesbuttheyarelooking

downonyou.



Me:Imissthemmamaeveryday.

Mamzo:Iknowyoudosweetheartbutweareallfor

you,ImaynotbeyourmotherbiologicallybutIwill

alwaysbeyourmother.

Me:Iknowmamathankyou.

Mamzo:Nowwakeupandgotakeashower.

Inodded,Ireallydon'tfeellikecelebratingtodaybutI

don'twanttoletmyfamilydownIknowtheyare

lookingforwardtotoday.AllIwantrightnowisto

seemybrothernothingelsebutIknowhim,hewill

notcomehere.

IwakeupandmakemybedafterthatIgotakea

quickshowerbeforetheykillmeinthishouse.

WhenIgetoutoftheshowerIfindthegirlssitting

onmybed.

Sane:Morningbabe.

Me:Morninggirls.

Zane:I'mheretodoyourmakeup.

Me:Youareguysarebeingextranowit'snotlikeI'm



gettingmarried.

Thando:HayIsithisisbigespeciallyaftereverything

wehavefacedoverthelastfewmonths.

Sane:Sheisrightbaby.

Me:Okayfine.

Thando:ThisisyourdressSbanideliveredit.

Iopeneditandtherewasanote.

"MorningAngelIhopeyouarehappyabouttoday,

thisadressmamamadeforyouwhenshewasstill

alive,sheknewonedayyouweregoingtograduate

soIkeptitforyou.WearitwithprideandIknowyou

willlookbeautiful,Iloveyou".

IwasalreadycryingthisissomethingIwantedto

makemelookforwardtothisday.

Zane:Ahbabeyouaremakinguscrynow.

Me:I'mhappy.

Sane:OkaysitdownbeforeMamzocomedragus

outofhere.

Thando:Don'tevenmentionitguysMamzoisso



extra.

Me:Sheevenlocksthegateandsleepswiththekey.

Wealllaughed.

Zane:ImaginesheisjustpunishingusforwhatI

don'tknow.

ZanedidmymakeupandThandomyhair,Sanewas

busyeatingsheeatsalotandIswearitseemslike

sheiscarryingtwins.

Thando:Okaywearedoneyoucanputyourdresson

whilewegogetdressed.

Me:Thankyouguys.

Iadmiredmydressbeforeputtingitonitfitlikea

gloveit'sthatmothersknowbesteveninhergrave

mymotherstillmakesmehappy.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:Comein.

Mpendulo:MorningsisIsipho.

Ihavenevermetaboyasrespectfulasthisone.



Me:Morningboywhendidyougethere.

Mpendulo:JustnowBhutiSphedroppedmeoffand

left.

Ilaughed.

Me:Mamzodidn'tallowhimtocomeinright?

Mpendulo:Yesshesaidhewillmakeyoulate.

Hewascarryingflowersandabox.

Mpendulo:HesaidIshouldgiveyouthis.

Itooktheflowersandinsidethesmallboxtherewas

abeautifulneckpiece.

Me:Thanksfordeliveringboy.

Mpendulo:Icanhelpyouputiton.

Me:Yesplease.

Mpendulo:YoulookbeautifulsisIsipho,whydoyou

lookalotlikeBhutiSbaniareyoutwins?

Ichuckled.

Me:Nobabyheismyolderbrother.

Mpendulo:OkayIseebyeI'mgoingtothekitchen



beforemamakillsme.

Webothlaugh,I'malsoinlovewiththislittleguy.

Me:Okayboy.

HeleftandIfinisheddressingandeverything.

Mamzo:IsiphoKhozangiyakushiyamina(I'mleaving

youbehind).

Ilaughedkantiwhoisgraduatingwhenshewillleave

mebehind,Igotoutofmyroomandwent

downstairswearingthisdressistheonlythingthat

makesmelookforwardtothisday.

Mamzo:Ohmybabyyoulookbeautiful.

Wasn'tsheshoutingatmejustnow,ifgrowingoldis

likethisthencountmeoutplease.

Me:Thankyoumamayoualsolookgood.

ThegirlsdecidednottogosinceIhavesixtickets

only,itwillbeMamzo,BabaMbathaandtheguys.

Mamzo:Let'sgopleaseBabaiswaiting.

Wealllookedather.



Mamzo:What?

Sane:Sotheonlyreasonyouwanttogoisbecause

youwanttoseeBaba.

Mamzo:Angisiyeumnganiwenunjalo.

Shesaidtakingherpurse,whenwegotoutsideBaba

wasalreadywaitingforus.Hesaidtheguyswere

alreadygone.

WearrivedthereandasIhadanticipatedmybrother

didn'tevensayanything,everythingwentwellwe

thenwenttotakepicturesafterthatwewentback

home.

AsIthoughttherewasatentandthegirlswerebusy

runningaround,thisfamilycanbeextraItoldthem

todosomethingsmall.

Me:ItoldyouguysthatIwantsomethingsmall.

Sims:Thisisverysmallangelcome.

Irolledmyeyes.

Sims:RollthoseeyesonceagainandIwilltakethat

tentoutmyselfandweallgotosleep.



Ilaughed.

Me:OkaysorryBhutiSimbongile.

Sims:Good.

Wegotinsidethetentbeforeeatingpeoplesaidtheir

speechesaftertheyweredoneweallstartedeating,

Iwasstillhopingmybrotherwouldspeakbuthe

wasbusyeating.Ipushmyplateasideandlookat

mybrother,hetakeshisplateandcomesitnextto

me.

Sbani:EatIsipho.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Sbani:Ufunaukukhala(Youwanttocry?).

Me:YouknowI'mnotalittlegirlanymore.

Sbani:YoustillmyAngelsoeat.

Ismileandstarteating,afterwearehetakesmy

handandwestandInfront.

Sbani:Ihaveneverbeenreallygoodatexpressing

myfeelingsnotthatI'mnotgoodwithwords

becauseIamyoucanallaskThandoifyoudon't



believeme.

Wealllaugh,heholdsmyhandsandlookstraight

intomyeyesandIstartcrying.Idon'tknowwhybut

everytimemybrotherlooksdeepinmyeyesIjust

crythat'showconnectedIfeeltohim.

Sbani:SisiomncaneyouaregrowingsofastandI

don'tthinkI'mreadyforwhatsnextfromnowon,I'm

proudofyouafterwelostKhozaIwasafraidthat

youwilllosefocusbutyoudidn't.Congratulations

mylovekeepondoingmeandeveryoneelsearound

usproud,Iwasn'tsurehowweweregoingtogrow

upafterourparentsdiedbutGodgaveusafamily

thatwewillalwaysbethankfulfor.Iloveyouso

muchAngelwhateveryoudorememberthatyouare

amothernowyouneedtobeagoodexampletoher

always.

IwasacryingmessIhaveneverreallyheardmy

brotherpourhisheartoutformelikethis.

Sbani:NowstopcryingandfollowmeIgotyoua

present.

Hewipedmytearsandeveryoneelsefollowedafter



us.

Isawmydreamcarandlookedathim.

Me:Noyoudidn't?

Sbani:YesIdidit.

Me:Bhuti.

Sbani:Herearethecarkeys.

Ithrowmyselfonhisarms.

Me:NgiyabongaBhovungane.

Irantothecarandopenedit,Ican'tbelievemy

brothergotmeacar.

Igotbacktotheothersandtheycongratulatedme.

Mamzo:Weareleaving,girlsmakesurethatyouare

homebeforeten.

Sims:Hayingekmamaweareoverthirtyforgod's

sake.

Mamzo:AreyoutalkingbackatmeSimbongilehuh

uthini.

Sims:Nothing.



Mamzo:Okaybyethen.

Sphe:Babecanwegoforaride.

Me:SureBabakhe.

Welefttheothersdrinking.

Mpendulo

Weallsleptlatelastnightitwassuchawonderful

dayIcan'twaittograduate,Mamzocametofetch

osisiyesterdayandtheyweresodrunkbesidesis

Sanebecausesheispregnant.

IwakeupandgooutsideIseeBhutiSbanicleaning

theyard,Itakeablackplasticbagandjoinhim.

Me:MorningBhuti.

Sbani:Mjitaogrend?

Me:I'mokayyou?

Sbani:I'mgoodjusttiredandhungry.

Me:YoucangorestIwillcleantheyard.



Sbani:Noit'sfine,gotakemyphoneandorder

breakfastforeveryone.

Me:Youalldidn'teatthemeatwebraiidsoIcan

warmitup.

Sbani:Okaydothatboy.

IgrewuppoorandIdon'tlikepeoplewhospend

moneyaloteveniftheyhaveit,lifeisunpredictable

youcanhavemoneytodayandwakeuptomorrow

withnothing.

Iwenttothekitchenwarmedupthemeattookbread

formeandBhutithenwentoutside.

Sbani:Uyidlalilentwanathanks.

Weatesilently,IlookedathimsinceIgothereheis

theoneIfeelconnectedtonobhutiTJkindofgets

mebutforwithBhutiSbaniitsdifferentIdon'tknow

maybeit'sbecauseheistheonewhotookmein.

Sbani:Youshouldbeeatinginsteadoflookingatme.

Ichuckled.

Me:WillIbereturningtomyoldschool?



Sbani:Unfortunatelyyesboyit'sthethirdterm

alreadyIcan'tjustkeepyouhere.

Me:Idon'twanttogobackthere.

Sbani:Why?

Me:Thekidstheretreatmebad.

Sbani:SorryboybutIdon'twantyoutodropoutof

schoolpleasejustbepatient.

Me:Can'tIdropoutofschool?

Sbani:UnfortunatelynoMpenduloschoolis

importantIpromiseyounextyearIwillfindyoua

verygoodschool.

Me:Okay.

Sbani:Iwillyoudropyoutheremyselfandfetchyou

afterschooleverydayIpromise.

Ifakesmiled.

Me:ThankyouBhuti.

Sbani:Isthereanythingelseyouwanttotellme.

IknewexactlywhathewantedmetosaybutI'mjust



notreadyyet.

Me:No.

Sbani:Yourbrothertoldmewhathappenedtoyou.

Ilookeddown.

Sbani:Thereisnoneedtobeashameditwasnever

yourfault,washetheonlyonewhomolestedyou?

Idebatedwhethertotellhimornot.

Me:No.

Heclenchedhisjaws.

Sbani:Aretheystillalive?

Me:NoBhuti.

IwaslyingIknowifItellhimhewillwanttomake

thempayormaybetellmeaboutforgiveness,I'm

notreadyforthatlectureIwanttomakethempay

myself.

Sbani:IhopeyouarenotlyingtomeMpendulo.

Me:NoI'mnottrustme.

IknowheisaseerhewillmaybeknowthatI'mlying



butIwillcrossthatbridgewhenIgetthere.

Sbani:Iwillfindyousomehelpyouknowsomeone

totalkto.

Me:Idon'twanttotalktoastranger.

Sbani:Shewillnottellanyonenotevenme.

Me:NoIprefertalkingtoyoubutnotnowIwilllet

youknowwhenI'mready.

Sbani:OkayfairenoughIwillneverbeabletobring

yourmotherbackormaybeturnbackthehandsof

timebutIpromisetobehereforyoualways.

Me:AndI'mgrateful.

Sbani:YousuresoundlikeyouaretwentyMpendulo

areyouyouarealmosteleven.

Ilaughed.

Me:Thehardshipswefacemakesusgrow.

Sbani:Okayboybutinthishouseyouareachildso

befreeandenjoyyourlifeyouarestillyoung.

Inodded,Iprayhedoesn'tfindoutthatI'mlying

aboutthosepeoplebeingdead.



Me:Willmybrotherevercomeoutofjail?

Sbani:Leavethattome.

Me:Okay.

ItrusthimbutIdoubtmybrotherwilleverbeoutI

justpraytoGodhedoessohecanbeheretosee

megrowandbecomeabettermanthanourfather

was.

Sbani:Let'scontinue.

Wecontinuedcleaninguntilalltheguyswereawake.

Narrated

Lady:Idon'tknowwheretheytookhimIswear.

Man1:YouwillhavetofindoutbecauseI'mnot

goingtojail.

Lady:I'mnotgoingtodothat.

Man1:YouwanthimtotelleveryonewhatIdid?

Lady:Idon'tcare.



Man1:IfIwereyouIwasgoingtostartcarrying.

Lady:Justkillme.

Man1:YouknowIcanburnthisshackdownwith

thesebastardsyoucallmychildren.

Thewomanjustkeptoncrying.

Man1:I'mgivingyoutwodaystofindthatboybefore

theyfindoutthathismotherwastheirmothers

sister.

Lady:Okaypleasedon'tkillmychildrenIwillfindhim.

Man1:Twodayssiyezwana?

Lady:Yestwodays.

Themangotouttomeetwithhisfriends.

Man2:HowcanyoubethiscarelessIthoughtyou

saidyouwillwatchthatboy?

Man1:WasIsupposetobehissecurityguard?

Man2:Yesyouwere,wedon'tstayinthisstinking

placesowewerenotgoingtowatchhiseverymove.

Man1:Itwasniceandallwhenyouwerebusyraping



himinthisstinkingplace.

Man3:Canyoualljuststopfightingandrelax.

Man2:Udakiwewenaandrelax?Relaxhow?How

willIexplainrapingachildtomyfamily.

Theotherslookedathim.

Man3:It'snotlikeitwasyourfirsttimedoingitcome

onwhoareyoukiddingyoualsosleepwithyourown

children.

Man2:Fuckyou.

Man1:Myquestionishowdowesolvethis?

Man3:Ithinkweshouldjustforgetaboutthis.

Man1:Forgetaboutit?Youarecrazymywifetold

methatthepersonwhotookthatboywasaKhoza

sothatmeanshismotherwasthesisterofthatboy.

Man2:Youarenotevensureaboutthat.

Man1:I'mnotgoingtojailsosinceyouallstayinthe

surburbsyoushouldlookforhimbeforeit'stoolate.

Hesaidleavingthemthere.



Man3:Whatifheistheonewhohidtheboyandnow

hewantstosetusup.

Man2:MaybehefoundoutthatIsleptwithhiswife.

Man3:Youdidwhat?

Man2:Comeonthatladyishotukuthinje

uyahlupheka.

Man3:Youaresicklet'sgofindtheboy.

Man2:Okaydidyoufinallyfindyourniece.

Man3:Who?ThandolwethunobutIwishtofindher

thatgirlwassweet.

Hisfriendlickedhismouthandtheyleft.

Insertfortytwo

WearenowapproachingDecemberlifehasbeen

good,reallygoodifyouaskmewedecidedtoget

marriednextyearaftermygraduationbecauseIstill

needtofocusonschool.EveryoneishappyandI'm

alsohappyifsomeonetoldmeafewyearsbackthat

IwouldbethishappyIwouldhavejustlaughed



becauseIhadconvincedmyselfthathappinesswas

nevermadeformebutlookatmenow.Ineverreally

prayedforthislifebutGodsawmethroughanyway

nowIhaveaverygoodreasontoworshiphim,Iwas

startingtobecomeveryinsecureandselfish

becauseI'mnowlivingagoodlifebutIrealisedwhat

Iwas

doingwasverywrongbecauseGodcanstilltakeall

thisawayfromme.

MyparentsdiedwhenIwasyoungbutIstillthinkof

them,Idon'tevenwanttotalkabouthowImisssis

Sindithatwomansavedme,shediedformeandfor

thatIwillalwaysbegrateful.Ineedtomaketime

andvisitherbutit'shardbecausewhereweburied

heriswhereIdon'twishtogobecauseitalljust

bringbackallmypastbutIneedtodothatno

matterwhatjustforhersoshecanknowthatIwill

neverforgetherandwhatshedidforme.

MpendulohasbeendoingwellatschoolandIhave

nodoubtthathewillpass,theguyshavebeentrying

toworkouthisbrotherscaseit'shardbutit's

promisingandknowingSbanihewillnotgiveup.



IturnsoIcangetbacktosleepbutthere'sknockat

thedoorIignorethepersonbutshedoesn'tstop.

Mamzo:ThandowakeupIknowyouarenot

sleeping.

Mamzohasbeentreatingusliketenagersshejust

becamethosestrictmother'soutoftheblue,we

evensneakoutwhenwewanttoseetheguys.It's

badguyscansomeonecomeandtakeherplease.

Ikeepquietandlistenwhethersheisgoingornot

butsheknocksagain.

Me:MamaI'mnotattendingtoday.

Mamzo:Butyourtimetablesayssomethingelse

Thandolwethu.

OhGodsheevenhasourtimetablesthiswoman.

Me:OkayI'mupnow.

Mamzo:OpenthisdoorIwanttoseethatyouareup.

Igetupyawningandopenthedoor.

Mamzo:Didyouseethetime?Yougirlslove

sleepingbutyousayyouwanttogetmarriedhah.



Me:Goodmorningtoyoutoomama.

Shechuckles.

Mamzo:Hayigoodmorningyanimakethatbedand

gotakeashowerIalreadymadebreakfast.

Ilaughandshegetsout,Ilovehersomuchsheis

themotherIneverhadshewasmadeforthis

motherhoodthingImeanwhocanmothersomany

grownupchildren.

ImakemybedandgotakeabathIrelaxinthe

bathtubuntilthewaterbecomescold,Igetoutand

finishmydailyroutinebeforegoingtothekitchen.

IfindZaneeatingwhileyawning.

Me:Morningfriend.

Zane:There'snothinggoodaboutthismorning

mngani.

Ilaugh.

Me:Didshewakeyouuptoo?

Zane:Kmelesimuseekhayalabadala(Weshould

sendhertoanadultshome).



Webothlaugh.

Me:TheycanbringherbackwithinafewdaysI'm

tellingyou.

Zane:Fewdays?FewminutesThando.

Me:Doyouknowsheevenhasourtimetables?

Zane:IknowItoldherIwasn'tattendingtodaybut

shehadmytimetableinherhand.

Me:Metoofriend.

Mamzo:Nibusyniyangihlebala(Youarebusy

gossipingaboutmehere).

Zane:Who?Us?Nevermama.

Me:Wewouldneverdothat.

Mamzo:Oho.

Zane:Whydidn'tyouwakeSaneupmama?

Mamzo:Sheispregnant.

Me:Ican'twaittogetpregnant.

Mamzo:Notuntilyougraduate.

Me:But...



Mamzo:Nobutsyouarealreadylatenowgo.

Zane:MamayouarethebestandIloveyoucanI

please...

Mamzo:No.

Welaughed,thiswomanisdramaticlaphosheisnot

eventhatold.

Zane:Butyoudidn'tevenhearwhatIwantedtosay.

Mamzo:Whateveryouwanttosaymustnotinclude

Sims.

IlookedatZaneIwantedtolaughatherbecauseI

knewshewantedtotalkaboutSims.

Zane:CanIspendthenightattheotherhousetoday?

Mamzo:No.

Zane:Imissmydad.

ShepretendedtocrybutMamzojustlaughed.

Mamzo:Iwilltellhimtocomeheretonight.

Shesaidleavingusthere.

Me:Friendyouarejustbeingdramaticlikeyour



mothernow.

Zane:Let'sgoIwilldrive.

Wetookourthingsandleft.

Me:AfterclassI'mmeetingupwithSbani.

Zane:IalsowanttoseeSimsit'sbeenamonth

sincewespentthenighttogether.

Me:MamaisimpossibleI'mtellingyou.

Mamzosaysthatifwespendallourtimewiththe

guystheywillfinduslessattractivewhenweget

married,Iagreethatmakessensebutweareused

tobeingthemsoallthisisjustimpossibleforus.

Wegottocampusandattendedourclassafterthat

wecalledtheguystocomeusingonecarbecause

SimswasgoingtodrivewithZane.

Zane:Whatshouldwedo,doyouthinkweshouldtell

theguystogoandaskMamzotoletusspendthe

nightwiththem.

Me:IknowSbaniwillnotdothat.

Wewalkedtotheparkinglotandfoundthemalready



waitingforus.

Sims:Prisoners.

Theybothlaughed.

Zane:It'snotfunnyyazi.

Sbani:Babe.

Wekissed.

Sims:Youguyswillspendthenightright?

Me:NoyouknowMamzowouldkillus.

Sbani:It'snotupfordiscussionsibadalakabiforall

thisshit.

Sims:Seeyoulaterman.

TheyfistbumpedandthenSimsleftwithZane.

Sbani:Yougood?

Heaskedwhilewegotintothecar.

Me:I'mgoodsthandwasamyou?

Sbani:I'mokay.

Me:Aren'tyousupposetobeatwork?



Sbani:NoItookadayoff.

Me:Okay.

Sbani:Ithoughtyousaidyouwerenotgoingto

attendtoday.

Me:Babeyouarenotgoingtobelievethis,Mamzo

hasourtimetablessoshewokeusup.

Sbani:Ithinktaimashouldmovebackinwithher

sheisbored.

TheycallBabaMbathataimaheisalsodoingwellin

thisfatherhoodthing.

Me:YouarerightweshouldtalktoBabaaboutthis.

Sbani:DoyouwanttoeatoutorIshouldjustdrive

home?

Me:Justdrivehomebabe.

Hedrovehome,wefoundBabasittinginthelounge

withMpendulo.

Mpendulo:SisThando.

Me:Heyboyaren'tyousupposetobeatschool?



Mpendulo:Theytoldusnottocometoday.

Me:Okay,Babaunjani?(howareyou).

Mbatha:I'mokaybabyandyourself?

Me:I'mallgood.

Mbatha:DoesMamzoknowyouarehere?

Me:Noshedoesn't.

Helaughedandwhistled.

Me:Pleasedon'ttellher.

Sbani:Taimawon'tdothatsthandwasamlet'sgo

upstairs.

IlookedatBabaandhewasstilllaughing,Idecided

tofollowafterSbani.

Sbani:So?

Heaskedwhilekissingmethentherestishistory.

Sbani



ThandoandZanespentthenighthereI'mnoteven

readyforMamzo'slecturetoday,Saneisallowedto

comehereanytimeshelikesbecauseshehas

"needs"that'swhatMamzosaid.Itmustbegood

beingpregnantIthinkmostofthetimeshejustcries

sayingit'shormonesbutIknowit'snotshejust

wantstoseeTJ.

AnywayI'mnottherewekindofgotsomethingsto

worryabout,youseeeverytimewhenwestartbeing

happysomethingjustdragsusbacktothepast.Few

daysagowefindoutthatsomeonehasbeen

followingThandoandthatsomeonehasbeen

watchingMpendulobutit'snoteasytogethim

becauseIdrophimtoschoolandfetchhim.

YesterdayItoldhimthathisteachersaidtheymust

notgotoschoolbutwewanttofixthisfirstsoIjust

liedbutIexplainedeverythingtohisteacher.I'mnot

reallyreadytohaveanyofmyfamilymembers

leavinginfearbecauseofsomescumbagsweneed

thesepeoplefast.

Iwakeupandgotothebathroomtowashmyface

andbrushmyteeth,ThandoisstillsleepingandI



understandbecauseIknowsheistiredafterallthe

thingswedidyesterday.Iknowyouguysmustbe

curiousbutthat'snotforyoutoknow.

IgetoutofmyroomandbumpedintoTJ.

Me:Morning.

TJ:Haveyouseenthepapers?

Me:TJIjustwokeupobviouslyno.

TJ:Look.

Itakethepaperandreadthrough.

Me:Whatisthis?Doyouthinkmaybeit'soneofhis

familymembers?

TJ:Idon'tknowbutifit'sthemwhyweretheyquiet

allthiswhile.

Me:Tomyknowledgehedoesn'thaveanyfamily

membersleftbesideshisbrother.

TJ:Ithinkweshouldtalktohim.

Me:Somethingisnotright.

TJ:I'mwithyouonthatone.



WewakeupSpheandSimsandweallgoto

Mpendulo'sroom.

Me:Mjitayouareawake?

Mpendulo:YeswhatdidIdo?

TJ:Nothingboy.

Sims:Thenwhyareweholdingameetinghere?

IpasshimthepaperhereadsandpassittoSphe.

Me:Boydoyouhaveanyfamilymembersbesides

Zakhele.

Mpendulo:Noonewhocareswhy?

Sphe:Whenyousaynoonewhocaresyoumean

theyaretherebuttheydon'tcare?

Mpendulo:AftermybrothergotarrestedIwentto

staywithmyunclebutIranawaywhenhetriedto

rapeme.

Sphegavehimthepaper.

Me:Someonepostedyourphotothereandsaidyou

weremissingdoyouhaveanyideawhoitwouldbe?



Mpendulo:Definitelynotmyuncle.

Sims:Maybeit'shim.

TJ:Idon'tthinksoImeanMpendulohasbeen

stayingaloneallthiswhilethisdoesn'tmakesense.

Me:Somethingisnotaddinguphere.

Sphe:Maybethisisthesamewhohasbeen

watchingMpendulo.

Mpendulo:Someonehasbeenwatchingme?

Me:Yeaboybutyouaresafeokay.

Henodded.

Sims:Thismeansthepolicemaycomeheresince

somepeoplehaveseenMpendulohere.

Mpendulo:Pleasedon'tletthemtakemeaway.

TJ:Wewon'tboydon'tworry.

Me:Gentslet'stalkoutside,boysleepyouarenot

goingtoschool.

HenoddedandIhatedtoseethefearIwasseingin

hiseyes.



Welefthisroomandwenttothestudy.

Sphe:Whatdowedo?TJdidyoufindoutwhohas

beenfollowingThando?

TJ:NotyetbutI'mstilltrying.

Me:ThistimeI'mlostwhatdowedo?

Sims:Howaboutwecallthesepeopleandtellthem

thatwehaveMpendulo.

TJ:Isaylet'swait.

Hesaidbusywithhiscomputerthedooropenedand

taimagotin.

Mbatha:Thepolicewerehere.

Me:Whatdidtheywant?

Mbatha:TheyaskedmeifIknowanyMpendulo.

Sims:Shit.

Mbatha:RelaxItoldthemthatIdon'tanyMpendulo.

Sphe:Youdid.

Mbatha:YesdoIknowanyMpendulo?

Wealllaughed.



Us:Noyoudon't.

Mbatha:Sowhat'sgoingon?

Wefilledhiminonwhat'sgoingon.

Mbatha:WhoeverputMpendulo'sphotointhat

newspaperisdesperateandistotallynotafamily

member,ifhe/shewasafamilymembertheywould

havetookMpenduloalongtimeago.

Me:Yeawealsothinkso.

Mbatha:Sowhatdoyouhave?

Sims:Nothingsofar.

TJ:HoldthatthoughtIthinkIfoundsomething.

Sphe:Idon'tseeanything.

Me:Metoo.

TJ:ThispictureisblurbutifMpenduloorThando

knowthispersontheycanidentifyhim.

Sims:Waitwhywouldthebothofthemknowhim.

TJ:Becausethesamepersonwhohasbeen

watchingMpenduloisthesamepersonwhohas



beenfollowingThando.

Sphe:Thissoundscomplicatedwhywouldthesame

personbeinterestedinbothofthem?

Me:Idon'tknowbutletmegetthemmaybethey

havetheanswertoallthis.

IwenttowakeThandoandMpenduloup.

Thando:BabeIhopethisisimportantIwasstill

enjoyingmysleep.

Me:Don'tworryIwillmakesleepyagain.

Thando:Nothankyoulastnightyoudidanumberon

me.

Webothchuckled,IlookedatMpenduloandhestill

lookedscared.

Wegotinsideandtheysatdown.

Mbatha:Thandoyoulooktired.

Me:Taimadon't.

TheguyslookedatThandoandlaughed.

TJ:Canyoubothpleasecomeandlookatthisphoto



it'skindofblurbutmaybeyouwillbothrecognise

him.

Theybothconcentratedonthescreen,Iwas

crossingmyfingersthattheyidentifyhimsowecan

dealwithhimonceandforall.

Thando:IcanneverforgethimevenifIwantedit's

him.

Sphe:Who?

Thando:Heusedtobemyaunt'shusbandtheyused

toabuseme,hewouldtouchmeanddoallbad

thingstome.

Sims:Ishetheoneyouonceshoutedatthemall?

Thando:Yesit'shim.

MpendulowasjustquitebutallthefearIsawinhis

eyeswasreplacedwithhateandanger.

Thando:Ihatehimhewouldmakemedoallthebad

thingstohimIwasstillyoungbutIknewwhathe

wantedmetodowasnotright?

Mpendulo:Hedidittoyoutoo?



WealllookedathimevenThandowasshocked.

TJ:WhatdoyoumeantoyoutooMpendulo?

Helookedatuslikehewasregrettingsayingwhat

hesaid.

Me:Boywhatdoyoumean?

Hejustgotupandranout.

Iattemptedtorunafterhimbuttaimastoppedme.

Mbatha:Lethimcalmdownfirst.

Thandowassittingontheflooreveryoneelsewas

justshocked,IsatdownnexttoThandoandhugged

her.

Weneedtofindthismanandmakehimpayforall

this.

Insertfortythree

Sbani

I'mnotevenshockedIdon'tknowhowIfeelactually



wearestillsittingdownwedon'tknowhowallthis

fitstogether,whywouldThando'sunclebelooking

forMpendulo?Aretheymayberelatedorwhat?

Thando:DoyouthinkthismanalsorapedMpendulo?

IclenchedmyjawsonthatquestionbecauseIdon't

wantittobetrue.

TJ:Ihopeit'snotbecauseIwon'tbeheld

responsibleforwhatIwilldotohim.

Sims:Ireallyhopesotoo.

Mbatha:SbaniIthinkyoushouldgotalktohimnow

maybehewilltellyouwhat'sgoingonsowecanget

tothebottomofthisonewayortheother.

Sphe:HetrustsyoujustgoBafo.

Idragmyfeetsoutsidewithmyheartonmyknees

becauseIknowexactlywhatMpenduloisgoingto

say,ImayhavebeenthroughalotmyselfbutI

wouldhaveneversurvivedbeingmolested.

Istandbyhisdoordebatingwhethertogoinornot.

Mpendulo:BhutigetinIcanhearyourheartbeating

fromhere.



Hesayswhileinsidehisroom,Ihavereallymastered

howtostaycalmbuttodayIfeellikeI'mgoingto

losemymind.

Imasterenoughcourageandopenthedoor,

Mpenduloislayingonhisbed.

Me:Boyareyoureadytotellmewhathappened,

howdoyouknowthatman?

Hegetsupfromhisbedandstandbythewindow.

Mpendulo:ItwasTuesdayafternoonIjustcame

backfromschoolandIwasabouttogotothecar

washbecauseIwashelpingouttherebutwhenI

wasonmywaythere,thatladyyousawthatdayyou

cametofetchmewasstandingbyherdoorwhile

herhusbandwasoutsidesheraisedherhandand

whisperedrunbutIlaughedbecauseIthoughtshe

wasjokingandIdidn'tknowwhyIshouldrun.When

Ihadpassedbythehusbandcalledmeandtoldme

togetinsidehewillgivemesomemoneysoIdon't

havetogotothecarwashbecauseIwasreallytired

andIthoughthewasbeingsincereIlistenedtohim.

Igotinsideandhischildrenwerenotthereandthe



ladywasalreadycryingbegginghishusbandnotto

dothis,IwasfeelingsorryforherbecauseIthought

somethingbadwasgoingtohappentohernot

knowingitwasthebeginningofmymanysorrows.

HewasnowsittingdownonthefloorandIwas

sittingbesidehimwhathurtmethemostisthat

MpendulowasnotcryingandIwantedhimtocry

justsohecanletgoofthepain.

Me:Youdon'thavetocontinueboyit'sfine.

Mpendulo:NoIwanttoIhaven'ttalkedaboutthisto

anyone...Isatonthechairwaitingforthehusband

togivemethemoneyhepromisedsoIcangoand

buysomebreadforsupperbuttomysurprisetwo

othergentlemancameinsidehisshacktheother

onewastheoneyoujustshowedme,whatmade

mescaredisthewaytheladywascryingand

pleadingwithherhusbandIthoughtmaybethey

weregoingtosellmetothosemanbecauseIhave

heardabouthumantrafficking.Istoodupandtold

themthatI'mgoingbecausetheyarenotgivingme

themoneybutthehusbandtiedherwifeandtoldher

towatchwhattheyareabouttodo,neverinmy



wholelifehaveIthoughtthatIwouldbehurtlikethat

theyallrapedtakingturns.

HepausedandlookedatmeIdon'twanttolieIwas

cryingmyheadfeltlikeitwasgoingtoblastbecause

ofanger.

Mpendulo:Iwanteveryonetohearthissolet'sgoto

thestudy.

Me:Areyousure?

Henoddedandledtheway,whenwegotinsidethey

werelookingatme.

Me:Youallneedtohearthissopleasesitdown.

Mpendulo:TheyalltookturnsuntillIfeltlikemy

backwasbeingtornapartIknewtheywereraping

mebutIdidn'tunderstandwhytheyweremaking

noiselikecows,whentheyweredonetheygaveR10

butIleftitthereandwenthome.Itookabathand

criedmyselftosleep,Iwasinsomuchpainthat

evencryinghurtIjustwantedtoforgetaboutallthat

happenedbutIcouldsmelltheircolognesIcould

heartheirlaughter.Iwantedtokillmyselfandtillthis

dayknowwhyIdidn't,thenextdayIwaswokenup



bytheladyandhegavemeasmallcameraandtold

methatifnexttimetheytrytorapeImustshow

themthevideo.Indeeditworkedinmyfavour

becauseafterIshowedthemthevideotheynever

cameback,hereyoucanwatch.

HesaidgivingTJasmallcameraandTJputitinI

don'tthinkanyonewasreadyforwhatweallsaw.

Sphe:Switchthatthingoff.

HesaidshoutingatTJandheswitcheditoff.

Thando:I'msosorryMpenduloIshouldhavejust

killedthatmanonceandforall.

Sims:It'snotyourfaultThando.

Mbatha:Mpendulocryingdoesn'tmakeyouweak

pleaseatleastcry.

HelookedatmeandInodded.

Wasishoiskhalothateveryonecouldn'tstand.

TJ:Excuseme.

IletMpendulocryinmyarmsuntilhefellasleep,I



didn'twantputhimtosleepbecauseIfeltlike

somethingwasgoingtohappentohim.

Mbatha:Sontakehimtohisbednothingwillhappen

weareallherenow.

InoddedandwenttohisroomthenIlefthimthere

andtookThandotoSane'sbedroom.

Sane:Sbaniwhat'sgoingon?

Zanewasalsointheroom.

Me:Pleasejustbehereforhersheneedsyou.

Zane:Absolutely.

Me:BabetrysleepingIloveyouokay.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.

Ileavethemandwentbacktothestudy.

Sims:Whatnow?

Sphe:Mygunisready.

Wealllookathim.

Sphe:IfyouallarenotreadytokillIcandothisby

myselfbecauseI'mnotlettingthosemangoscott



free.

TJ:I'mwithyoubutIthinkweshouldtakethis

mattertothepolicestation.

Me:That'snotenough.

Weallturnedandlookedattaimaweneededhimto

telluswhattodo.

Mbatha:Thosemanarealreadyinprisonaswe

speak.

Sphe:Taimathat'snotfairIwantthemdeadIdon't

thinkIwillwipeawaywhatIsawinthatvideo.

HesatbuttdownandcriedSimsjoinedhimandthey

cried,IwenttoTJandlookedathim.

Me:Areyouokay?

TJ:I'mangrySbani.

Me:Iknowmetoobutgettingourhandsdirtywon't

helpanyone.

TJ:I'mfuckenangrydamn.

Hesaidhittingthetableandeveryonelookedathim

Iwasalsoshocked.



Mbatha:IfIcanreactandshowyouhowIfeelyou

canbesurprisedbutpleasecalmdownthoseman

willfeelliketheyareinhell,Ihavemypeopleon

themwhattheydidtoMpendulowillbedonetothen

100×Ipromiseyou.

WeallnoddedIwonderhowMpenduloreallyfeels

seingmybrother'sbrokenlikethisbecauseofall

thismakesmewonderhowbrokenMpendulois.

Sims:CanwegogetsomedrinksIcalledmamashe

willbeheresoon.

Mbatha:Iwillstaybehindjusttomakesure

everyoneissafe.

Simstookthecarkeyanddrovestraighttoprison

wealllookedateachotherandkeptquietIthink

becauseweallwantedtogothere.

Iftaimathoughtweweregoingtodropthisthenhe

waswrong,myphoneringedanditwasLuthandoI

lookedatitandignoredhercall.

TJ:Areyounotgoingtoanswerthat.



Me:It'sLuthandoBafowhatifsheisgoingtotellus

tojustletthemgo.

TJ:I'malsonotreadyforthat.

WewereallangrybutSphewaslividheisthemost

emotionalonebutIknowthissideofhimandIdon't

likeitonebit.

Myphoneringsagainandit'sLuthandoIdecideto

pickitup.

Luthando:Checkyourpocketanddowhatyouhave

todo.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Shejustdroppedthecall,okaythatwasstrange.

Sphe:Whatdidshesay?

Me:ShetoldmetocheckmypocketanddowhatI

havetodo.

TJ:Checkyourpocketthen.

IhesitatedbutthencheckedmypocketIcouldn't

believemyeyestherewasasmallbottlewritten

poison.



Me:Guyscheckthisout.

TJ:IsthiswhatIthinkitis?

Me:Talkaboutwitchcrafthowdiditevenlandinmy

pocket.

Sphe:Itdoesn'tmatterweallknowwhattodo.

WeweresittingatthebackseatsoSimsdidn'tknow

anyofthisbecausehewasdrivingwhenhepulled

upbytheprisonhelookedatus.

Sims:WearehereIdon'tknowwhatwewilldobut

wehavetodosomething.

ItoldhimwhatLuthandosaidandIshowedhimthe

bottle.

Sims:ThisjustmadeourjobmucheasierbecauseI

wasgoingtoshootthemrightInfrontofthewardens.

Me:I'msureyouweregoingtodothatngempela.

Wealllaughed.

Sphe:IhaveneverbeenthisangryIcan'timagine

howMpenduloisfeeling.

TJ:Idon'twanttolieIwouldhavekilledmyselfifit



happenedtome.

Me:MeneithermanthatshitisdeepandI'msureit

messesyouupforreal.

Sims:Sowhatdowedonow.

Sphe:Weneedtofindsomeoneinsidetopourthis

poisonintheirfood.

Me:Let'sgoinsideandtalktoZakheleI'msurehe

knowssomepeoplewhoareeasilybought.

Weallagreedwhenwegotinsideweaskedtosee

Zakhele.

Wesatdownandwaitedforhimtocometous.

Sims:IsitmeorZakhelelookslikeIsipho.

TJ:Mythoughtsexactly.

IwasabouttotalkwhenZakhelesatdown.

Zakhele:Makita.

Sphe:Bafoogrend?

Zakhele:WhatcanIsayukukhalaaksizi.

Iwasjustlookingathimandtomysurprisehedoes



looklikemymother,whatcouldthatmeanbecauseI

knowmymotherhadnootherchildrenbesidesme

andIsipho.

Sims:Weneedyourhelpman?

Zakhele:Whatkindofhelpcanyoupossibleneed

frommeImeanI'minprison.

Them:Sbani.

Me:Ohsorryguys.

Itoldhimwhathappenedandhechuckledfrom

beingangry.

Zakhele:Whythehellwouldyouguyssendthem

hereinsteadofkillingthemyaziItrustedyou.

TJ:Wewantedtobutweweretoolate.

Me:Wewanttokillthemthat'swhyweneedyour

help.

Zakhele:IsMpendulookay?Beingheremademefail

toprotectmylittlebrotherIshouldhavebeenthere

toprotecthim.

Me:Heisfineandit'snotyourfault.



Hechuckledagainthat'swhatIsiphodoeswhenshe

isangrybutitcan'tbe.

Zakhele:Ofcosit'smyfaultIshouldhaveprotected

him.

Sphe:Blamingyourselfwillnothelppleasejusthear

usout.

Wetoldhimwhatourplanwas.

Zakhele:Ifeellikethat'stooeasythoughespecially

sincetheyhavemoney,moneytalksinthisplace.

TJ:Pleasejustgetussomeoneyoutrustcandothis

andwewillpayhim.

Zakhele:Doyouguyshaveenoughmoney?

Sphe:Moneyisnotaproblem.

Sims:Yeahdon'tworryyourselfaboutthat.

Zakhele:OkayIneedtogetsomemantorapethem

andbeatthembeforetheydieplease.

Me:Thatisfinebyus.

Zakhele:Givemethatpoison.



Wealllookedateachother.

Zakhele:I'mgoingtomakesuretheydietrustme

afterwhattheydidtomylittlebrothertheydon't

deservetolive.

Sims:Sohowwillwegiveyouthemoney.

Hetoldthewardentogivehimapaperandapen,

ZakheleseemstoberespectedaroundhereandI

don'twhy.

Zakhele:WriteyournumberhereIwillsendyou

accountnumbersofthepeopleIwillworkwiththen

youcantransferthemoney.

Sphe:Thisneedstobedonetodayplease.

Zakhele:Consideritdone.

Wewrotedownournumbers.

TJ:Wewillhearfromyouthen.

Zakhele:Sureandthankyouforeverything

especiallyfortakingcareofmybrother.

Me:Noproblemwewillbewaitingthen.

Hegotupandleftandwealldidthesame.



Sphe:Ngifunaubeerobandayo(Iwantcoldbeer).

TJ:I'mstillunsettledaboutthisthingofhimlooking

likeIsipho.

Sims:Thewayhechuckledwhenheisangryisthe

samewayIsiphochuckles.

Me:HelooksalotlikemymotherandIreallydon't

knowwhy?

Sphe:Wewillhavetolookintoitbutnowlet'sgo

havesomedrinks.

WeallagreedandleftIhopeZakheledoesthis

soonersowecanfocusongettingMpendulosome

helpbecauseIknowheisdamagedmorethanhe

thinks.

Zakhele

Igettomycellandhitthewalluntilmyknuckles

bleed,Isitonmybedandcry.IfonlyIwasthereto

protectmybrotherallthiswouldn'thavehappened,I

lookatthebottleinmyhandandattempttodrinkit



butIquicklycloseit.

IthinkIhavedisappointedandletmybrotherdown

toomanytimestotryandaddtothehurtheis

feeling,ImeanifIkillmyselfthenMpendulowillbe

morebrokenthanhealreadyis.

Mymotherusedtotellmehowsheregretsrunning

awayfromhome,shetoldmeshehadatwinsister

andtheyweresoclosebutwhenshefellinlovewith

myfathernothingelsematteredtoher.

Whenshewaspregnantwithmeshewasafraidto

tellherparentsbecausetheywerestrict,shetoldher

sisterwhobeggedhertotelltheirparentsbutshe

didn'tlisten.Shetoldmyfatherandheconvincedher

torunawaywithhimbecauseshewasdeeplyinlove

withhimshebelievedeverytalehetoldhernot

knowingshewassellinghersoultothedevil.She

usedtocryalotwhenshetalksabouthertwinsister

"whenItoldmysisterIwasrunningawaywithyour

fathershecriedandIcanneverforgetthepaininher

eyes"that'swhatmymotherusedtosay.

Timeswentbyandshewashappywithmyfather



everythingwasgoingwelluntilhechanged.

Shesaidshecalledhersisterandhersistertoldher

howshatteredtheirparentswereaboutherleaving

homeandshebeggedhertocomeback,"Iwanted

togohomebecauseImissedmyparentsbutmostly

Imissmyotherhalf,Italkedtomyparentsonthe

phoneandtheysaidtheyforgivemeandthatI

shouldgohomebutyourfatherneverallowedme

too"thatwaswhatshealsotoldme.

Theytriedlookingforherbutshenolongerhada

phoneandtheychangedwheretheywerestaying.

"Whydidn'tyourunaway"Iaskedher,"Itrieda

coupleoftimesbutallthatIbelievedwaslovehad

turnedintoabuseandhatethat'swhyIneverever

sawmyfamilyagain"shesaid.TillthisdayIdon't

knowwhohertwinwasandwhereherfamilycame

from,thatuncleMpendulowenttostaywithwasnot

familyIguessthat'swhyhetriedtorapehim.If

maybeweknewmymother'sfamilyitwouldbe

betterbecauseshealwaystoldmetheyweregood

peoplebutenoughaboutthat.



Icallthewardenthatworkswithmehereandtell

himtocometomycell,youmaybewonderingwhy

I'mwellknownherebutthat'sastoryforanotherday.

Warden:Zakeswhat'sup?

Me:Ineedafavour.

Warden:Youandfavourswhatnow?

Me:Iheartherearethreemanwhowerearrestedfor

rape.

Warden:Yeahtheyseemlikehighprofilepeople

becausetheysharethesamecell.

Me:Idon'tcareiftheyarehighprofilepeopleornotI

needthemdead.

Warden:AhhZakesthat'simpossible.

Me:Iwillpayyouandthemanyouwillworkwith.

Warden:WhatdoIneedtodo?

Me:Getsomemantoroughthemupandrapethem

alldaythenwhentheygetsupperpourthemthis.

Warden:Thatwillcostyou.



Me:Iknowsodon'tworry.

Warden:ButIheardtheyeattheirownfood.

Me:Dotheycookthefoodthemselves?

Warden:No.

Me:Thenstopbeingstupidthatactuallymakesyour

jobmucheasiersoorganisethosemannowand

makesureyoupaywhoeverworksforthembecause

youdon'twantanytrouble.

Warden:SureZakes.

Me:Youwillcomegetthisbottlelaterfornow

organisethis.

Warden:Youstillhavemyaccountnumberjustsend

themoneythereandIwillwithdrawitthengivethem

theircut.

Me:Iwilldothat.

Warden:Doitnowbecauseyouknowthoseman

won'tworkwithoutcash.

Itakemyphoneandsendtheguystheaccount

number,thewardensphonebeeps.



Warden:HaahaaZakesuyindodaR100000yonke.

Thesepeoplearecrazywhywouldtheysend

hundredthousand.

Me:Letmesee.

HeshowsmeandI'mshocked.

Me:TakeyourcutanddowhatIaskyoutodo,take

R10000thereandgetmemymerchandise.

Warden:UyibhozaZakes.

Hesaysandleave,IcallSbani.

Me:Areyoucrazywhywouldyousendsomuch

money?

Sbani:Wedon'twantanymistakesZakes.

Me:Still.

Sbani:Makesurethosepeopledotheirjobandstop

worryingaboutmoney.

Hesaysanddropsthecall,Iwonderhowrichare

they.

IsitinmycellandthinkaboutmylifemaybeIwould



bemarriedbynowwithatleastonechildbutwhoam

IkiddingIwouldstillbeaplayerIdon'twant

commitmentormaybeIshouldsayIfear

commitmentbecauseoftheenvironmentIgrowup

in.IwasalwaysafraidthatIwouldtreatsomeone's

childlikemymotherwastreatedsoIneverreally

committedmyselftoanyone.

IlayinmybedandbeforeIknowitit'salready

suppertime,Igivethewardenthepoisonandwent

forhimtocomeback.

Ieatmyfoodwhileimpatientlywaitingforhimto

comeback,Ihearfootstepsandshoutingpeople

runningaround.

Warden:Zakesit'sdonetheyarealldead.

Hesaysgivingmethepoisonthatisleft.

Me:Sure.

HeleavesandIlookatthebottleandsmileIthinkI

willkeepitbecauseIknowI'mstillgoingtoneed.

Thewardentoldmethattheywereallbeatenupand

assaulted,IsmilebetweenthetearsI'mhappythey



aredeadbuttheycannevertakeawaythepainthey

inflictedonmybrother.

Isendtheguysmessagestellingthemit'sdoneand

thenIcontinuetoeatbeforeretiringtobed.

IcansayIknowmymother'stwinbecauseshe

alwaysvisitsmeinmydreams,shelooksalotlike

mymotherbutIknowit'snotmymotherthat'swhy

I'msayingit'shertwinmaybeonedaywewillfind

herfamilyandmaybeonedayIwillleavethisplace

ngiboneukukhanya.

Insertfortyfour

AfterallIheardandsawyesterdayIdon'tknowhow

IfeeltodayIknewthatmanwascruelbuttohurta

kidlikethatespeciallyaboyisbeyondcruel,Iknow

rapeistraumaticbutIalwaysfeellikeit'sworsefor

males.TheladiesandIslepttogetherwedon'teven

knowwhentheguyscamebackandwhattheydid

withalltheinformationtheyhad,Iwishtheykilled

themIknowthat'sharshbutpeoplelikethatdon't

deservetolivewhoknowshowmanykidstheyhurt,



theyshouldalljustgotohellandIknowtheirseats

arealreadywaitingforthemthere.

Idecidetowakeupandwashmyfacealsorinsemy

mouththengotothekitchentomakebreakfast.

IgetthereandnooneisawakesoIprepare

breakfastwithmymindallovertheplace,Ihaven't

recoveredfromallthethingsthathappenedtome

whileIstayedwithmyauntandthatmanIwonder

howMpendulofeels.IfeelsorryforhimIjusthope

withtimehewillbefineIneedtotalktoSbanisohe

canfindsomehelpforhim.

Zane:Thandoareyoutryingtoburnthishousedown?

Ijumpandrealisethattheeggsareburning.

Me:I'msorryit'sjustthatmymindisalloverthe

place.

Zane:Iknowletmehelpyouwiththat.

Me:Seemslikemypasthasawayofcatchingup

withme.

Zane:I'msorryfriendbutatleastthatmanisin

prisonnow.



Me:Howdoyouknowthat?

Zane:Babatoldme.

Me:That'snotenoughkodwamnganiIwantedthem

todie.

Zane:BeinginprisonisnoteasyThandosurelythey

willpayforwhattheydid.

Me:It'snotthesameandthosepeoplehavemoney

sotheywillprobablybeoutbytomorrow.

Zane:Let'shopenotandlet'sstoptalkingaboutthis

wearewritingtomorrowIdon'twantyoutolose

focussekuseduzephambili.

Inodmyhead,sheisrightIneedtofocusonthe

importantthingsbecauseIcanfinallyseethelightat

theendofthetunnel.

Wemakebreakfastwhilediscussingwhatwewillbe

writingtomorrowbythetimewearedoneeveryone

isup.

Mamzo:Yougirlsdidn'thaveto.

Zane:Wewantedtomamasopleasesitdown.



WesitdownandSbanisitsnexttome,theyalllook

tiredyoucantelltheyweredrinkingyesterday.

Sbani:Morningsthandwasamareyouokay?

Me:I'mokaybabe,youlooktired.

Sbani:Wehadacoupleofdrinksyesterday.

Me:Acoupleofdrinksyeahright.

Isayraisingmyeyes.

Sbani:Youlookbeautiful.

HeissuchacharmerIfindmyselfblushing.

Sbani:Andsheisblushing.

Me:Babestop.

Sims:ThandoandSbaniwhenyouaredonecanwe

pleaseeat.

Wealllaugh.

Mbatha:Sbanipleaseblessthefood.

Sbani:Haytaimawhyme?

Sphe:Ewusilambilebakwethu(wearehungry).



Sbaniblessesthefoodwhilecomplaining.

Sbani:Amen.

Wealllaughthat'stheonlythingweheard.

Mamzo:DidyouevenpraySbanibecauseyouwere

onlywhisperingandwhenit'stimetosayamenyou

shout.

Sbani:GodheardmeMamzodon'tworry.

Weallstarteating,Mbathadecidetoopenthenews

whileweareeating.

"Threeinmatesdiedyesterdaythepolicesuspect

foodpoisoningbuttheyarestillinvestigating,they

wereallfoundintheircellbeatenupandassaulted

seemslikeallthishappenedbeforetheydied"

Weallstopeatingandlookattheguysbuttheyare

alleatingSpheisevenwhistling.

Mbatha:Talk.

Theydon'tmindhiminsteadtheyallcontinueeating.

Mamzo:Didyouboyshaveahandinthat?

Them:No.



Theysayatthesametime.

Mpendulo:Goodriddance.

Mbatha:Hayboythat'snotright.

Mpendulo:Right?Wasisitrightwhentheyrapedme?

Mamzo:Mpenduloyouarestillyoungtounderstand

theconsequencesofrevenge.

Mpendulo:ImaybeyoungbutIwillnotpretendlike

I'mnothappythattheyaredeadbecauseonewayor

theotherIwasstillgoingtomakethempay.

Thesituationisabittensenowandweareall

lookingatMpendulo.

Sims:Toallofyouherewedidnothaveahandin

thatandIthinkit'sbestifwenevertalkaboutitever

again.

Mbatha:Ihopeyoudidacleanjobandnothing

comesbacktoyou.

Theylookathimanddecidetokeepquiet.

Sbani:Boyeatupandgogetdressedwetoldyour

teacheryouwillbelatetoday.



Mpendulo:OkayBhuti.

Sbani:Angelareyouokay?

Isipho:Idon'tknowmaybeI'mcomingdownwith

flue.

Sane:Ithinksheshouldseeadoctorguyssheisnot

well.

Sphe:Babewhat'swrong?

Heaskedinaconcernedvoice.

TJ:PleasetakehertothedoctorSphenow.

Sane:IthinkwecantakeheryoucanseeSpheis

alreadypanicking.

Mamzo:IwillgowithyouguysSpheyoucanalso

come.

Henoddedandgotuptoprepare,Sbani,TJandSims

tookMpendulotoschool.

IreallyprayandhopeIsiphoisnotsickbecauseI'm

notreadyforthat.



Whenwegottothedoctorwewaitedbecausehe

wasbusybutwhenhecameoutandsawushelet

usin.

OnlyMamzoandIsiphogotinsideweallwaited

outside.

Sphewasbusypacingupanddown.

Zane:Sphepleasecalmdownshewillbefine.

Sane:Yeahsheisgoingtobefine.

Ialsodon'tthinksomethingisseriouslywrongwith

Isimaybesheisreallycomingdownwithflue

becauseshewasfine.

WewaitedforalmostanhourandIthinkallofus

werestartingtopanickbutwejustkeptquiet.

MamzocameoutaloneandIcouldseeitinhereyes

thatsheisnotokay.

Sphe:And?WhereisIsipho?

Mamzo:Shawniswaitingforanotherdoctorto

comeanddosometests.

Zane:MamahowisIsipho?



Mamzo:Isiphocan'twalknganezam.

Me:Can'twalk?WhatdoyoumeanIsiphowas

walkingwhenwecamehere.

Mamzo:Ialsodon'tknowwhat'sgoingoneventhe

doctorsaysnothingiswrong.

Sphe:CanIseeher.

Mamzo:Yesgoinboy.

Zane:Whatisthemeaningofthis?Willweeverget

peacekodwa.

Sane:It'sgoingtofine.

Shewasconvincingherselfmorethanus.

Me:ShouldIcalltheguys?

Mamzo:Nolet'swaitfortheotherdoctorfirstSbani

willbeshattered.

Zane:Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutit.

Sane:Mamadoyouthinkshewillbefine?

Mamzo:Iknowshewillbefine.

Wewereallnotconvincedbutwekeptquiet,the



otherdoctorcameandgotintoShawn'soffice.

Sphe:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon.

Mamzo:Whatdidhesay?

Sphe:Hesaidhedoesn'tknowwhat'swrong

becausenothingisshowinginthetestsresults.

Sane:MaybethismatterneedsSbanibecauseheis

aseer.

Sphe:HewillnotbeabletostandthisIknowhim.

Mamzo:Butwehavenochoicebuttotellher.

Me:Let'stakeIsiphotoaprivatehospitalandlet

themrunsometeststhenafterthatwecallthe

others.

Weallagreed.

Shawn:YoucantakehertothehospitalbutI'msure

theywon'tfindanything,Idon'tevenknowhowto

explainthis.

Sphe:Isityourfirsttimedealingwithsomethinglike

this?

Shawn:YesIhaven'tseensomethinglikethis.



Mamzo:Okaywewilltakehertothehospitalthank

you.

Shawn:Haveyoutoldherbrother?

Me:Notyet.

Shawn:Pleasetellhimyouknowhowhereactsit

willbehardbutheneedstoknow.

Mamzo:Wewilltellhimsonthankyou.

SphecarriedIsiphotothecarbecauseshedidn't

wanttositonthewheelchair.

Shewasn'ttalkingIwassoscaredthatshemaybe

can'ttalk.

Me:Babeyouwillbefineokay.

Isipho:IjustwantmybrotherThando.

Me:Hewillfindusinthehospital.

Isipho:MydaughterneedsmeThandoIcan'tbe

paralysed.

Zane:Youwon'tbesthandwasam.

Godpleaseforgiveusforeverysinglewehave



committedIthinkwealsodeservetobehappy,I

saidasmallprayer.

Sphe:Wearehere.

SphecarriedIsiphoagaininsidethehospitalandwe

followedbehindthem,wewaitedinthewaitingroom

whilethedoctorsweregoinginandoutofIsipho's

ward.

Mamzo:Let'spray.

WeallheldhandsandMamzoprayedbecause

nothingcameoutofourmouths.

Sbani

WedroppedMpendulooffthendrovearoundjust

clearingourheads.

Sims:I'mgladit'sdone.

TJ:Metooman.

Me:Iwantedtolaughwhentaimatalkedaboutus

doingaclean.



Sims:Heythatmanknewwewereguiltyeven

thoughwedidn'tadmitit.

TJ:Heknewbetterthanthinkwewilljustdropit.

IwastalkingandlaughingbecauseIwastryingto

distractmyselfIdidn'twanttothinkaboutIsipho

becauseIdon'tknowwhatIwoulddoifsheissick

butitcan'tbebecauseshewasfineshejustlooked

tired.

Sims:YouarethinkingaboutIsiphoaren'tyou?

Me:Ofcosman.

TJ:I'msureit'snothingserious.

Hisphonebeeped.

TJ:Drivetothehospital.

Me:Why?What'swrong?

TJ:Idon'tknowIjustgotamessagethatweshould

drivethere.

Sims:Sbaniletmedrive.

Me:Suredrivefastplease.



Icalledtaimaandtoldhimtogotothehospitalwith

Cebo.

IreallyhopeandpraymysisterisokaybecauseI

don'thavetheenergytodealwithanybadnewsright

now,Ipreferbeingtheonewhoissickthanseing

hersick.

Sims:Wearehere.

IgetoutandruninsideIfindSphepacingupand

down.

Me:What'sgoingonBafo?

Sphe:Wearestillwaitingforthedoctor.

Thando:Babeheyshewillbefine.

Mamzo:Yeahshewillbefine.

TJ:IthoughtyouweregoingtoseeShawnishethe

onewhoreferredyoutothehospital?

Theylookedateachother.

Sims:Soonerorlaterwewillknowwhat'sgoingon

sojusttellus.

Sane:Isiphocan'twalk.



Ifeltmyheartfeelingcoldlikeitwasexposedtothe

outsideworldandIheldmychest.

Me:Can'twalkasinsheisparalysed.

Zane:Shecan'twalkbutwestilldon'tknowwhether

sheisparalysedornot.

TJ:Okaywhereisthisdoctorkanti?

Sane:Babecalmdown.

IcouldhearthemspeakingbutIcouldn'tmake

senseofwhattheyweresayingbecauseIwasdeep

inmythoughts.

IfeltsomeonepattingmyshoulderanditwasSphe

hiseyesshotred.

Sphe:OgrendBafo?

Me:Doyouthinkshewillneverwalkagain.

Sphe:TobehonestI'mnotthinkinganythingright

nowmymindisjustblank.

Me:HayiIdon'thavethestrengthforallthisSphe.

Sphe:Meneitherman.



ThreedoctorscameoutofIsipho'swardandthey

werealltalkingliketheyarediscussingsomething

serious.Wegotcloserandaskedwhatwasgoingon.

Doctor:Thesearehertestsresultswechecked

multipletimesbutthereisnothingwrongwithher.

TJ:Doesthismeanshecanwalknow.

Doctor:Actuallynoandwedon'tknowwhat'sgoing

on.

Me:Canweseeher.

Doctor:YesOfcos.

WegotinsideandIsiphowasfacingtheotherside

andIdidn'twanttoseehowhurtsheis.

Shelookedatuswithtearsinhereyes.

Isipho:Bhuti.

Me:OhAngelareyouokay?

Isipho:Ican'tfeelmylegsdidthedoctortellyou

what'swrongwithme.



Me:Nobaby.

Isipho:WhereisCebo?

Me:Taimaisgoingtocomewithher.

Isipho:Canyouguysgiveussomespace.

Theynoddedandleft.

Isipho:Whatdoyouthinkiswrongwithme?

Me:Idon'tknowIsibutifodokotelaababonilutho

maybeIshouldlookintoitIwillalsocallLuthando.

Isipho:WhatifIdon'teverwalkagain?

Me:Heyheylookatme,youwillwalkagaintrustme.

Isipho:Youdon'tknowthatBhuti.

Me:Isiphothisisnotimetobenegativepleasejust

bepositive.

Shenodded,Itouchedherlegs.

Me:Doesithurt?

Isipho:Notheyarejustnumb.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatthismeansIsiphoIreallydon't.



Isipho:WhatifI'mcursed.

Me:Nodon'tthinklikethatyouwillbefineandI'm

takingyouhome.

Isipho:Youthinkthat'swise.

Me:YesIsithedoctorscan'ttreatsomethingthey

don'tknowsothereisnouseinkeepingyouhere.

Isipho:Whatifsomeonewestaywithdidthis.

Me:Noitcan'tbe,Iwillgotalktothedoctor.

IleftherIdidn'twanttothinkaboutwhatshesaidI

trusteveryonewestaywiththeywillnotdo

somethinglikethisbutwhatifweareleavingwitha

snakeandwedon'tknowit.

Ierasedthosethoughtsandwenttothedoctor's

office.

Me:Docintakingherhome.

Doctor:Issheyoursister?

Me:Yes.

Doctor:Isuggestyougethersometraditionalhelp.



Me:Youthinkso.

Doctor:Yesplease.

Iwaskindofshockedbecauseheiswhitewhat

doessheknowabouttraditionayyabelungu.

Isignedsomepapersandtoldeveryoneelsethatwe

weretakingherhome.

Sane:Doyouthinkthat'swise?

TJ:Yeswecan'tleaveIsiphohere.

IlookedatSaneandthoughtaboutwhatIsiphosaid

butnoitcan'tbeI'msureIwouldhaveseenitor

sensedit,ifthisiswitchcraftorifsomeoneIknow

didthisthentheywillnotlivetotellthetales.

Insertfortyfive

It'sbeentwodayssincewetookIsiphofromthe

hospitalandshestillcan'twalkwealldon'tknow

whattheproblemis,Sbanitriedconnectingwithhis

ancestorsbuthegotnoresponsefromthem.

SpeakingofSbanithisthingisweighingonhimhe

hasnotlefthissister'ssidehedoesn'tevenwantto



gotowork,theenvironmentinthehouseisreally

awkwardsadtobeprecisewealldon'tknowwhat's

happeningandwealldon'tknowwhattodo.

IgetupfrombedandgotoIsipho'sroom.

Me:BabepleasegotakeabathIwilllookafterIsi.

Sbani:NoI'mnotgoingtoleaveheralone.

Me:Ngiyakucelasthandwasamyouneedtofreshen

upandeat.

Isipho:Bhutipleasego.

Henodsandleave,Sphehasbeenspendingalotof

timewithCebobecauseIsidoesn'twanthertosee

herlikethis.

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Isipho:Tired.

Me:I'msorrybabeyouwillbeokaydon'tworry.

Isipho:WillIbekodwaThando?

Me:Trustmeyouwill.

Isipho:Idon'tknowthisisjusttoomuch.



Me:Ican'tlieandsayIknowhowyoufeelbutit's

goingtogetbetter.

Isipho:HowwillIbeabletotakecareofCebowhileI

can'tevenwalk.

Me:That'swhywearehereIsi.

Isipho:Idon'twantyouguystoraisemybabyforme

Iwanttodoitmyself.

Me:IknowloveIknow.

Ididn'tknowanythingIjustwantedhertofeelbetter.

Isipho:Whocoulddothistome?

Me:Idon'tknowbutwewillfigureitouttogetheras

afamily.

Shenodded.

Me:Iwillgetyousomefoodokay.

Isipho:I'mnothungry.

Sphe:Don'tworryThandoIalreadymadehersome

food.

HesaidsittingdownnexttoThando.



Isipho:I'mnothungryandpleasetakeCebooutof

thisroom.

Sphe:MamakheCeboneedsyoushedoesn't

understandwhat'sgoingon,theonlythingshe

needsisyoutoholdhershemissesyou.

Me:Spheisrightbabeplease.

Isipho:Okayfine.

Sphe:Andyouneedtoeat.

Isipho:ButI'mnothungry.

Sphe:It'snotnegotiableIwillfeedyouifIhaveto.

IsiphochuckledandIsmiledit'sthefirstI'mseing

hersmileaftereverything.

Me:Iwillleaveyoutoitthen.

IleftandwenttolookforSbani,Ifoundhiminour

roomlayinginbedandjuststaringtotheceiling.

Me:Hubbydon'tdothistoyourselfplease.

Sbani:I'muselessThandoIcan'tevenhelpmyown

sister.



Me:Don'tsaythatyouarenotuselessmaybeyou

shouldcallLuthando.

Sbani:YouthinkIhaven'tdonethatalready?

Me:Whatdidshesay?

Sbani:ShesaidweshouldwaitIsiisgoingtobefine

whenthetimeisright.

Me:Thenlet'swaitsthandwasam.

Sbani:NoIdon'twanttowaititkillsmetoseemy

littlesisterlikethat.

Me:Iknowbutshewillbefine.

Sbani:Itwouldbebetterifitwasmewhoisinthat

state.

Me:WellI'mgladit'snot.

IrealizedIshouldn'thavesaidthatgosh.

Sbani:ReallyThando?

Me:Uhmm...

Sbani:Saveit.

Me:Whereareyougoing?



Sbani:Ineedsomeair.

Hesaidleavingmethereashamedofmyself.

Iwentdownstairstocheckoneveryone.

Me:Heyguys.

TJ:WhathappenedbecauseSbanicamedownvery

pissed?

Me:Wehadaminormisunderstanding.

TJ:Aminorhuh?

Inodded.

Zane:HowisIsipho?

Me:SameIfeelverybadforher.

Sane:IhopeMamzoandBabawillfindsomehelp.

Me:Wheredidtheygo?

Zane:Toseesometraditionalhealer.

Me:WellIhopetheyfindhelpbecauseweneedit.

Sims:Aren'tyouguyswritingtoday?



Zane:Nobabe.

TJ:IwillgotalktoSbani.

Sane:Dothatpleaseloveheneedstoeat.

Sims:Ihaveneverfeltthishelplessinmylife.

Me:Let'salljusthavehopethistooshallpass.

TheynoddedwhileTJwentoutside.

Sbani

Idon'tknowwhattodoorsaywhenIseeIsipholike

thiswhatcouldbethemeaningofallthis,theyare

tellingthetruthwhentheysay"inyangaayizilaphi"I

don'tseeanythingconcerningIsiphonomatterhow

muchItrytoconsult.WhatThandosaidreallyhurt

meshe'ssupposetobemysupportsystemlikeIam

whenshe'sgoingthroughsomethingbutnoshe

alwaysfindssomethingtodoorsaytopissmeoff.

IpraytoGodeverydaytointerveneinthissituation

butI'mnotsurewhattodoandthewayIsipholooks



atmeit'slikesheexpectsmetohaveallthe

answers,Idon'tblameherthoughImeanI'mher

olderbrotherafterall.

TJ:Bafo.

Iwipedatearthatfellfrommyeye

TJ:Don'tdothistoyourselfngiyakcela.

Me:Ifeelsohelpless.

TJ:That'showweallfeelBafo.

Me:Whatarewegoingtodo?

TJ:MaybeweshouldgoseeLuthando.

Me:Icalledherandshesaideverythingwillbefine

induetime.

TJ:Whatarewesupposetodonowjustwait,aythis

issomefuckedupshit.

Me:HayiminaangaziTJ.

TJ:DidyouandThandofight?

Me:KindoffIjustdon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Idon'twanttotellanyonewhatThandosaid



becausetheystilldon'ttrusthersoIdon'twantto

paintherasthebadperson.

TJ:OkayfixitmanIdon'twantyoutostresstoo

muchyoualreadyhavealotonyourmind.

Me:Wewillbefinedon'tworry.

TJ:Let'sgoinsidesoyoucaneat.

Me:I'mnot...

TJ:Udakiwelet'sgo.

Hedidn'tevenletmefinishhejustdraggedme

inside.

Me:Youaresuchanass.

TJ:SitdownIwillmakeyousomefood.

Me:I'mnotachild.

Simsandgotintothekitchen.

TJ:CanyouallsitdownI'mmakingsomefood.

Sphe:I'mnothungry.

TJ:Itwasn'taquestionSphesihle.

Sims:Yesdaddy.



TJ:Fuckoff.

Welaughed.

Me:Howisshe?

Sphe:SheisfineIguess,thegirlsarewithher.

Me:That'sbetter.

Sims:Doyouguysthinkkunesandlasemfeneinall

this.

Sphe:Idon'tthinksoImeanwhocoulddo

somethinglikethis.

TJ:Areyousureyoudidn'tcheat?

Me:Hewouldn't.

Sphe:Ofcosnotcomeonguys.

Sims:Idon'tknowbafethuIreallydon't.

TJmadefoodandthenweate,Ididn'trealiseIwas

hungryuntilnow.

Wespentourdayjustlazingaroundnoonewanted

togotoworksowejuststayedinIsipho'sroomand

Iwashappytoseeherlaughingandsmiling.



Mbatha:Wearehome.

Me:So?

Mamzo:AfternoontoyoutooSbani.

Me:Mamaplease.

Mbatha:Wedidnotgetanyhelpsorryson.

Isipho:Whatdidtheysay?

Mamzo:Thatweshouldwait.

Me:Idon'tunderstand?That'swhyLuthandosaid.

Mamzo:Thenweshouldjustwait.

Isipho:Tillwhen?

Wealllookedateachother.

TJ:IthinkweshouldgofetchMpendulofromschool.

Mbatha:Heisinthekitcheneatingwefetchedhim.

Me:Okaywhatshouldwedonow.

Thando:Weshouldwaitguysit'sthatsimple.

Sane:Simple?HayiThando.

GuysIthinkIneedanotherfiancepleasechoosefor



me.

TheyalllookedatThandoandshelookeddown.

Mamzo:Let'sallgiveIsisomespacesothatshecan

rest.

TheyleftandIstayedbehindI'mnotcomfortableto

leavingheralone.

Isipho:YoushouldalsorestBhuti.

Me:IcanrestherewithyouandCebo.

Isipho:IloveyouBhuti.

Ifeltmyheartbeatingfast,whyisshesayingitlike

it'sforthelasttime.

Me:Iloveyoutoomtakababa.

Shewasalreadysnoringsoftly,Ilookedatherand

alsoslept.

WhenIwokeupitwasalreadydarkinsidetheroom

soIgotuptoturnonthelight,IfeltIsipho'spulse

andfeltreliefbecauseshewasstillalive.Thismay

soundawkwardbutI'mscaredIknowmylifecan



neverbethesamewithouther.

IleftherroomandwenttotheloungewithCebo

becauseshewasawake.

Mpendulo:Bhutiareyouokay?

Me:I'mfineboyizin.

Mpendulo:CanIplaywithCebo.

Me:YesboybutgotothekitchenfirstandtellZane

tomakehersomefood.

Herantothekitchen.

Me:Wherearetheguys?

Mamzo:Theywenttogetsomemeatandbeers.

Me:Okay.

Mamzo:Haveyoutriedtoconsultaboutthismatter?

Me:YesIhavebeentryingtobutnothing.

Mamzo:Don'tbeatyourselfupboyit'snotyourfault.

Me:EvenwithMpendulointhehouseyoustillcallus

boyshayiMamzo.

Mamzo:MxmI'mgoingtothekitchentohelpthe



ladiesoutandpleasetrytotalkThandoher

behaviourisnotgood.

Me:IhavedonethatforalongesttimeMamzotryto

talktoheryourselfmaybeuzokmamela.

Mamzo:OkayIwilltalktoher.

SheleftandIwasleftalone,Mpendulowenttoher

roomwithCebo.

Theguyscamebackwithmeatandsomebeers,we

allsatdownandateexceptforIsiphobecauseshe

wasstillsleeping.

Mbatha:Ithinkit'sbestifweallcontinuestaying

heretogether.

Us:Yestaima.

Mamzo:Youallweregoingtoagreewithhim

anywaybutIalsoagreewithhimweneedeachother

morenowmorethanever.

Mpendulo:CanItakesisIsipho'sfoodtoherroom.

Me:YesboybutleaveCebotohergrandmother.

MamzolookedatmeandIlaughed.



Me:CebomissesyouMamzo.

Mamzo:Ohshesaidso?

Me:Ofcos.

WealllaughedwhileMpendulowenttotheroom.

TJ:Thiswasnicethankyouguys.

Mbatha:Theyshouldbethankingusforthemeat

hawu.

Sims:Yeahtaima.

Sane:ThankyouforthemeatBaba.

Sphe:Buttaimadidn'tcontributeanything.

Thegirlslaughedwhileclearingthetable,Mpendulo

camedownrunning.

Mamzo:Itoldyoutostoprunningaroundthehouse

ndodayouwillfall.

Mpendulo:SisIsiphocan'ttalk.

Sphe:Whatdoyoumeancan'ttalk?

Mpendulo:Sheshe...

TJ:Boycalmdownandtalk.



Mpendulo:Shekeptonopeninghermouthlikesheis

talkingbutnothingcameout.

Weallranupstairspushingeachotherweallwanted

toseeourselveswhatMpendulowastalkingabout,

whatisthemeaningofallthis?

Insertfortysix

Sbani

WeallrantoIsipho'sroomIfeltlikeIwasunableto

breathelikesomethingwaspressingsohardinmy

chest,allIheardwasMpendulo'svoicesayingIsi

can'ttalk.

Me:Isipho...Angelpleasesaysomething.

Shewasjustlookingatmewithtearsinhereyes

andshekeptonopeninghermouthlikeshewanted

tosaysomethingbuttherewasnovoice.

Shepointedtohersidedrawer,Spheopenedand

tookoutadiaryandapen.



"Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIlostmyvoice,

pleasehelpme"that'swhatshewrotedownandall

ofasuddenIfelthotandIwassweating,Ilooked

aroundtheroomandeveryoneelsewasjustcrying.

Iexcusedmyselfandwentoutsidetogetsomeair,I

hadtakenoffmyt-shirtbecauseIfeltlikethewalls

wereclosinginonme.WhatwillIdototakemylittle

sisteroutofthismiseryIknowIhavetodo

somethingbecausesheisexpectingmetodo

somethingsinceI'mherbrother.

Thando:Babeareyouokay?

Ilookedatherandkeptquiet.

Thando:Iknowit'sstupidofmetoaskthatquestion

butIsawthatyouweresweatingandyouhavetaken

offyourt-shirt,areyouokay?

Me:I'mnotokay,Idon'tknowhowtohelpIsiand

thatmakesmefeelhelpless.

Thando:Iknowbaby.

Shesaidgivingmeawarmhugatotaloppositeof

whatIexpectedfromher.



Thando:AnythingyouneedI'mhere.

Me:Thankyou.

TJ:Luthandocalledlet'sgo.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Theykeptquietandgotintothecar.

Me:BabepleasetakecareofIsiwewillbeback.

IgotintothecarandSimsdrove.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Sphe:LuthandosaidweshouldgoandseeZakhele

hehasalltheanswersweneed.

Me:Answersregardingwhat?

TJ:Isipho.

Me:What?Buthow?

Sphe:Wedon'tknowthat'sallshesaid.

Me:CoulditbethatZakheleisfamily?

TJ:ItcouldbeImeanhelooksalotlikeIsipho.

Me:AyIdon'tknowIjustpraythathehelpus.



Sims:Ican'tevenlookatIsiphothisisjustsad.

Wealljustdecidedtokeepquietandlookoutside

thewindowjusttoavoidcrying,weallwantedtocry

andbevulnerablebutwealsowantedtobestrong

foreachotherandeveryoneelse.

Sims:Weareherelet'sgo.

Me:Waitguys,whatarewegoingtosaytohim.

Sphe:Idon'tknowbutmaybeheknowssomething

let'sjustgo.

WewentinsideandaskedforZakhelehecame

quickerthanweexpectedlikehewasexpectingto

seeus.

Zakhele:Majita.

Us:Ogrend.

Zakhele:There'snothinggreataboutthisplacebut

wearenotcomplainingkuyancengeka.

Me:Weneedyourhelp.

Zakhele:Youneedmyhelpmoreoftenthesedays



what'sup?

Wekeptquietandlookedateachother.

Zakhele:What?IsMpendulookay?

TJ:Mpenduloisfine,lookmanourlittlesisterissick

andsomeonetoldusthatyouaretheonlyonethat

canhelpus.

Helaughed.

Zakhele:I'mnotasangoma,prophetoradoctorsoI

don'tseehowIcanhelpyou.

Sims:Wealsodon'tknow.

ItoldhimwhathappenedtoIsipho.

Zakhele:Whoisyourmother?

Itoldhimaboutmymother.

Zakhele:It'sher.

Welookedateachother.

Sims:It'swho?

Zakhele:She'sbeenvisitingmeinmydreamssheis

mymother'stwinsister,shevisitsmeinmydreams



withmymotherthat'showIknowit'sherand

becausemymotherusedtotellmeabouther.

TJ:Youarenotmakinganysensewhoisyour

mother'ssister.

Zakhele:Yourmother.

Me:Youmeanmymotherandyourmotherwere

twins?

Iwasbeyondshocked,mymothernevertalked

abouthertwinsister.

Zakhele:Cometothinkofityoudolooklikemy

motherbutIthoughtIwasjustseingthingsbecause

Imissher.

Me:Somymotherandyourmotherweretwinshow

comeweneversawnorheardaboutyourmother?

Zakhele:Idon'tknowmaybeyourmotherdidn'twant

totalkaboutherbecauseitwouldbeenpainfultodo

sosincemymotherlefthome.

Hetolduseverythingabouthismother.

Sphe:Soyouknewthatyourmotherhadatwin?



Zakhele:YesIdid.

Sims:Whydidn'tyoulookforthem.

Zakhele:Itneverreallycrossedmymindbutlet's

focusonwhatyoucameherefor,whatdoIneedto

doinordertohelpyoursister?

Sphe:Sbani!

IjumpedIwasjustthinkingaboutallthis,Iwonder

whymymothernevermentionedhertwinsister

becausethewayZakheleputsitseemslikethey

wereveryclose.

Me:Huh.

Sims:Whatareyouthinking?HowisZakhele

supposetohelpIsi?

Me:I'mjustthinkingabouteverything,Idon'tknow

didmymothersaysomethingtoyouinyourdreams?

Zakhele:Shetalkedaboutgoingbacktowherethey

werebornIdon'trememberitwasjustalot.

TJ:Doyouatleastknowwhereyourmothercame

from?



Zakhele:YesfromRichardsbay,eskhawini.

Me:Doyouthinkifwecanaskthemtoreleaseyou

formaybetwodayssowecangowithyoutheycan

agree?

Hechuckled.

Zakhele:I'minprisonnotsomeluxuryhotelBafo

justtakeyoursisterhomeanddowhatyouhaveto

do.

Sphe:Thankyousomuchforyourhelpsowhenwe

gettoeskhawiniwhatshouldwedo?

Zakhele:JustaskforaDondafamilywithtwinsmy

motherusedtosaytheywerewellknownthatside.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosaythankyouso

much.

Zakhele:I'mgladIcouldhelpandI'mmoregrateful

thatfinallyIfoundmymother'sfamily.

Sims:Areyoucryingnow.

Wealllaughed.

Zakhele:Mxmhambanila(Leavethisplace).



Hesaidlaughing.

TJ:DankieBafowillseeyouwhenwegetback.

Wegavehimsomemoneyandleft.

Sims:Ican'tbelieveheisyourcousin.

Me:MetoomanImeanIdon'tremembermymother

talkingabouthavingatwinsister.

Sphe:IguesslikeZakhelesaiditwasapainfulpast

sheneverwantedtorevisit.

TJ:I'mgladwefinallyhaveasolutiontoIsipho's

problemIwasstartingtolosemymind.

Sphe:Don'tevengothereIwassoafraidthatmaybe

tomorrowshewouldhavelostherhearing.

Sims:Weallalmostlostourminds,Ijustfeltlikea

failurebecauseIsiphoexpectedustohaveanswers.

Me:Idon'tthinkIeverwanttoseesomethinglike

thateveragain.

Myphoneringsandit'sLuthando.

Me:Helo.



Luthando:DrivetoRichardsbaynowyouwillmeet

methere.

Me:Waithowdoyouknowthatwehavetogoto

Richardsbay.

Luthando:AssoonasZakheletoldyoueverything,it

alsounfoldedtome.

Me:Okayseeyouthen.

Sphe:WasthatLuthando?

Me:YeahsheissayingweshoulddrivetoRichards

baywewillmeetherthere.

Sims:Okayletmedrivefast.

Hedrovefasttillwegottothehouse.

Mamzo:And?Didyougetanyhelp?

TJ:EveryonepackwearedrivingtoRichardsbay.

Zane:MeandThandoarewritingtomorrowIthink

youguysshouldgobecauseSaneispregnantshe

can'tgo.

Mamzo:MeandBabawillalsogowithyousoIcan

takecareofIsi.



Sims:Ladiescanyoupackforus.

Sane:Howmanyclothesshouldwepack.

Me:Pleasejustpackbecausewedon'tknowwhen

wewillcomeback.

Theywentupstairs.

Me:Mamadidyouknowthatmymotherhadatwin

sister?

Mamzo:Noshehadatwin?

Me:YesandhertwinwasMpendulo'smother.

Mamzo:What?

Me:YessowehavetogototheirhomeinRichards

bay.

Mamzo:YesIknowyourmother'shomeIhavebeen

there.

Sphe:That'sgoodsowewon'tbelost.

Mamzo:ItwasalongtimeagobutmaybeIstill

rememberletmegopackwewilltalkontheway.

Sims:AreweleavingMpendulowiththeladies.



TJ:Ithinkweshouldtakehimwithussincehehas

neverbeenhome.

Mbatha:That'sagoodideaTJ.

Hesaidcomingfromoutside.

Sphe:OkayletmegocheckonIsiandhelpher

prepare.

Me:Iwillhelpyouout.

Wefollowedeachothertotheirroom,wehelpedIsi

withherbathandeverythingelse.Wedecidedwe

wouldleaveCebobehindsincewewoulddrivings

longdistance.

IsiphoaskedmewhereweweretakingherandItold

hertogetsomehelp,Idon'twanttooverwhelmher

withallthisinformationespeciallysinceshecan't

talk.

WesaidourgoodbyesanddrovetoRichardsbayI

haveneverbeentherebeforebutIhearthatit'squite

alongdrive.

Mpendulo:SisIsiphowilltalkwhenwecomeback?

Me:Yesshewillboy.



Mpendulo:That'sgoodsothatyouwillstopbeing

sad.

Ilaughed.

Me:Iwasn'tsadMpendulo.

Mpendulo:Youevenlostweight.

Mbatha:IthoughtIwastheonlyonewhonoticed

kantiuyabonanaweboy.

Theyalllaughed.

Me:Pleaseleavemealone.

Sphe:Mpenduloareyounotwritingtomorrow?

Mpendulo:NoBhutiwearedonewritingfinalexams

now.

Me:Really?

Mpendulo:Yes.

Mbatha:Areyougoingtopass?

Mpendulo:Obviouslykantiwhat'smyname.

Wealllaughedit'sgreatseeinghimsofreeand

happy,wetookturnsindrivingsomefellasleepon



theway.

WhenwewereintownwecalledLuthandobecause

Mamzocouldn'tremember.

Shegaveusdirectionsanditwasafifteenminutes

drivefromtown,weparkedoutsideaverybigyard.

Luthando:Tookyoulongenough.

Me:Thisplaceisfarandhellotoyoutoo.

ShelaughedgoshIcannevergetoverhowbeautiful

sheis.

Luthando:Iknowyouallarenotwellsothere'sno

needtoask.

Mamzo:Luthandobaby.

Luthando:MamaI'msorrywemeetunderthese

conditions.

Mamzo:That'showlifeismybabybutwehopeall

willbewellnowthatwearehere.

Luthando:Surelyitwillbepleasedrivethecarinside.

Simsdrovethecarinsideandwefollowedafterhim.



Luthando:Thisiswhereyourmotherwasborn.

Me:Itlookslikethere'ssomeonewhoisstayinghere.

Luthando:Yesyourgrandfatherisstillalive.

Me:Noyouarenotserious.

Idon'tknowwhetherIwasexcitedorwhatbutmy

heartwasbeatingfastandIfeltatearstreaming

downmyface.

TJ:Whatshouldwedonow,knock?

Luthando:Noheknowsthatweareherelet'swait.

Weallwaitedforawhileandaftersometimethe

dooropenedandanoldmancameoutofthehouse,

heisthosetypeofmanthatpeoplesaytheyagelike

finewineIthinkheissupposetobeolderthanthis.

Sphe:Isn'thesupposetobeold?

Me:Mythoughtexactly.

Luthando:Thulani(keepquiet).

Donda:Ihavebeenwaitingforthisdayallmylife



welcomehomemychildren.

Luthando:Thankyoubaba.

Donda:Comeinside.

Me:ShouldwecarryIsiinsidetoo.

Donda:There'snoneedtocarryhershecanwalk

now.

Hesaidgoingtothecar.

Donda:Comemychild.

Isiphogotuphesitatingandgotoutofthecar,weall

madenoisewhenwesawthatshewasnowableto

walk.

Isipho

Ilookedatthismanandhesitatedtotakethefirst

stepbutwhenIputmyfeetsdowntheywereableto

carrymeinsidethehouse,Ican'tevendescribehow

Ihavebeenfeelingthesepastfewdaysbeingunable

towalkwhenyouwerewalkingjustfineistheworst



thingthatIeverexperienced.WhenIlostmyvoice

thismorningIwasconvincedthatmaybeIwas

goingtodieorbelikethisfortherestofmylife.

WegetinsidethehouseandIseemymother's

photoonthewallwithsomeoneelsewholooks

exactlylikeher,insteadofsittingdownIgoand

standnexttothephotosandlookatthem.

Donda:That'syourmotherandhertwinsister.

Iopenmymouthafraidthatmyvoicewillnotcome

out.

Me:Mymotherhadatwinsister?

Iaskandtomysurprisemyvoiceisback,Ifeeltears

andIletthemstreamdown.

BeforehecananswerMpendulogetupandpointto

theotherpersonwhoismymother'stwin.

Mpendulo:That'smymother.

Ilookateveryoneshockedbuttheyallseemlike

theyunderstandwhatisgoingon.

Donda:Youcanalljustsitdown.



WesitdownandwaitIdon'tknowforwhat?Maybe

anexplanation.

Sbani:SomkhulutheonlythingthatIsineededtodo

wastocomehere.

Donda:Yesjusttoputherfeetstothisyard.

Me:IhavesomanyquestionsbutIdon'tknowI'm

stillshockedandhappythatI'mbacktomyself

again.

Mamzo:It'sbeenlongmkhulu.

Donda:Istillrememberyou,youusedtocomehere

alotwithmydaughter.

Mamzo:Yesbutshenevertoldmeshehadatwin.

Donda:Shewassohurtandheartbroken,shedidn't

liketalkingabouthersister.

Mamzo:Iunderstand.

I'mjustlookingatthisman,helooksalotlikeme

whichmeanshelookslikemymotherbecausethat's

thepersonItookafter.Sbaniismyfather'sduplicate

buthedoeslooklikeMpenduloabit.



Luthando:I'mgladyouallgottomeeteachotherbut

therearethingsweneedtodonowbecauseIstill

havetodrivebackhome.

Donda:IknowIalreadypreparedeverything.

Luthando:Youknowhetookafteryouandhis

parents.

ShesaidpointingatSbani.

Donda:Really?Didheacceptitbecauseyouwill

neverknowwiththisgeneration.

Sbani:YouaretalkingaboutmelikeI'mnothere.

Donda:Aboutyounottoyouthere'sadifference.

Wealllaughed.

Luthandodideverythinghehadtodoandwhenhe

leftIwastotallyfine,Ididn'tthinkthatIhadtodo

somethingthiseasyinordertobemynormalself

again.

Mkhulutolduseverythingaboutourmothersandwe

gottounderstandalotofthingsthatwedidn'tknow



andMpendulogottoknowthatwearehisfamilyby

blood.Weweresadthatwedidn'tmeetour

grandmotherbutweweregladthatatleastoneof

themisstillalive.

IwentoutsidetogetsomeairandSbanifollowed

me.

Sbani:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Atpeace.

Sbani:Thisplaceispeaceful.

Me:Ican'tbelieveIwasunabletotalkandwalk.

Sbani:ThatwasjusttemporaryAngel.

Me:Iknowhowareyoufeelingaboutallthis?

Sbani:I'mhappythatyouarenormalagain.

Me:That'snotwhatImean.

Sbani:I'mhappythatwefoundmymother'sfamilyI

alwayswantedtomeetthembutIdon'tgetwhyour

mothernevertoldusabouthertwin.

Me:Iguessshereallyneverwantedtotalkabouther.



Sbani:YeahIguess.

Me:AndyoushouldshaveandeatmoreBhuti.

Welaughed.

Sbani:DoIlookthatbad?

Me:ReallybadbutSpheisworse.

Sbani:YoubeingsickwaskillingmeI'mhappyreally

happythatyouarefinenow.

Me:I'malsohappyBhuti,Ican'tbelieveMpendulois

family.

Sbani:ButthewayIfeltconnectedtohimIknew

therewassomethingabouthimbutIdidn'tknow

whatitwas.

Me:Andhedoeslooklikeyou.

Sbani:Andyoulookexactlylikeyourgrandfather.

Me:Atleastheishandsome.

Sbani:Yeahrightuyaziduduza.

Helaughed.

Me:Mxmlet'sgetbackinside.



Wewentbackinsideandeveryonewashappy,they

werechattingandlaughing.Mkhulusaidhewill

slaughtersheep'sforustomorrowsowewillstay

hereformaybetwoorthreedaysIdon'tknow.I

don'tbelieveIthoughtsomeonemighthavedone

thistomeImaynotsaywhoIthoughtitwasbut

Godpleaseforgivemeforevenhavingthose

thoughts.

Insertfortyseven

Weallwokeuphappyandexcitedbecauselastnight

wegotacallthatIsiphoiswellagain,wethankGod

forallthis.Ican'thelpmyselfbutwonderifitwon't

happentomeImeanit'sbeenlongsinceIwent

home,itusedtobeahomebutnowthereisnoone

maybeIshouldgothereandjustvisitmyparents

graves.Therearesomanyreasonsthatmakeme

feargoingbackthere,thememoriesarejustbadbut

sinceIdecidedtostartafreshandleavethepast

behindIshouldgotheresometimes.

MeandZanearewritingourfinalpapertodayand



it'sonlyfewweekstoChristmasEve,Iwakeupand

domydailyroutineafterthatIgodownstairs.

Me:Morningmommy.

Sane:Heybabe.

Me:YoushouldrestSane.

Sane:I'mtiredofsleepingThandoIjustwantsome

freshair.

Zane:Wecangooutthisevening.

Me:Morningtoyoutoofriend.

Welaugh.

Zane:Haisukaweslepttogethermos.

Sane:Differentrooms.

Shesaidemphasisingdifferent.

Zane:Yeahyeahwhateverso?

Me:WhataboutCebo?

Zane:Wecanleaveherwithourneighbor.

Sane:Hayguyswhatifsomethinghappens,youall

knowthere'sneverpeaceinthishouse.



Me:Ormaybeweshouldbookaweekendawayand

takeCebowithus.

Zane:That'salsoagoodideawhatdoyousay

mamabear.

Sane:AslongasI'moutofthishouse.

Me:Youcandoallthebookingswhilewegowrite.

Sane:Okaynoproblem,goodluckbolove.

Us:Thankyoumommy.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandleft.

Zane:I'msohappyIsiisfinallyokay.

Me:Makesthetwoofus.

Zane:AndIhopethiswasthelasttimewego

throughpainI'mtiredIjustwantallofustobe

happy.

Me:Nambabelet'shopewewillneverface

somethinglikethiseveragain.

Zane:Ithinkweshouldplansomethingnicethis

comingChristmasjusttocheereveryoneup.



Me:Greatidealet'sgrabsomebreakfast.

Wepassedbythecafeteriaandgotsome

sandwichesandthensatdownandate.

Zane:Iwonderhowit'slikeinRichardsbay?You

knowsometimesImisshome,it'sunlikehereit's

justpeaceful.

Me:Ithinkit'seasytomisshomewhenyounever

grewuplikeIdid.

Zane:ButI'msuretherearegoodmemoriesthere.

Me:YestherearefriendbutIwasstillyoungitwould

havebeenbetterifIwasoldenoughtounderstand

everything.

Zane:IfeelyoubutallIcanisthatyouareatabetter

placenowyoushouldmakeitcount,allthe

memoriesyouwishyoushouldhavehadwithyour

parentsmakethemwithusbecauseweareallyou

havegotnow.

Me:Ahhyouwantmetocrynow,that'sexactlywhat

IwanttodobutmostimportantlyIwanttotreat

SbaniwithrespectandshowhimhowmuchIvalue



himbecausetobehonestIhavebeenanass.

Zane:MeandSimshaveourupanddownsbutI

appreciatehimwithmysoulbecausehebrought

backmyworthandrebuildmybrokenheart.

Me:Yeahfriendlet'sgoandwrite.

Zane:Let'sgo.

Wewentinsideourvenueandsatdown.

Zane:Goodluckfriend.

Me:Goodluckmngani.

Wesaiddownandfacedthefrontwaitingforour

papers,whentheyarrivedweallconcentratedand

startedwriting.

AfterthreewholehoursweweredonewritingandI

wasdamntiredIswearIwantedtocry.

Zane:Thatwashellofapaper.

Me:Idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutitfriend.

Zane:AllIneedissomegoodwine.



Me:Weshouldpassbythemall,canyouplease

drive.

Zane:Ngazengahlukumezeka.

Ilaughed,myphonerings.

Me:Babe.

Sbani:Thandolwam.

Idon'twanttotalkaboutthewayIblushed.

Sbani:Stopblushing.

Hesaidlaughing.

Me:I'mnotblushing.

Sbani:Unjanisthandwasam(Howareyou).

Me:I'mokayKhozayou?

Sbani:I'mfinejustthatImissyou.

Me:Ngikukhumbulenamihubby(Imissyoutoo).

Sbani:Howwasyourpaper?

Me:Hardbutwewereabletowrite.

Sbani:Okaybabewhereareyounow?



Me:WearegoingtopassbythemallwithZane.

Sbani:Okaydon'tbuyalcohollapho.

Ilaughed.

Sbani:Putmeonloudspeaker.

Me:Done.

Sbani:MuntukaSims.

Zane:Skeemogrend?

Sbani:Goodandyourself?

Zane:I'mgoodjusttiredthepaperwaskindofhard.

Sbani:Iknowyoubothdidwell.

Zane:Hopefully.

Sbani:Okaybyeguys,babeIloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooKhoza.

Zane:CanyoupleasetellSimsthatThandois

makingmedrive.

Me:BabeI'mnot.

Wealllaughed.



Sims:WenaThandosizoxabana.

Me:I'mnotIswear.

Zane:SthandwasamImissyou.

Sims:MissyoumoreMaMbatha.

Sbani:Hayhayairtimeyam.

Sims:Youarebeingjealousnow,byebabeIloveyou.

Zane:Loveyoutoobye.

SbanidroppedthecallandmeandZanewerestill

justsmiling.

Me:Okaylet'sstopnowit'slikewearecrazy.

Zane:Ican'tstopmyselfI'minlovewithmyman.

Me:Siyajola(wearedating).

Us:Yessiyajola.

Wepeepedthroughthewindowsand

shouted"Siyajola"peoplebeepedtheirhootersand

welaughed.Itfeelsawholelotbetterwhenthings

aregoinggreatbetweenmeandSbani,fromnowon

IwillmakesurethatIavoidanythingthatwillmake



usfight.

Sbani

IfIdidn'tleaveThandobehindIwouldsayIdon't

missDurbanbutbecauseIleftherbehindImissher

andtheladies,thisplaceisgreatit'sjustpeaceful.

Sphe:IthinkweshouldspendChristmasthisside.

Sims:Mythoughtexactly.

TJ:Weshouldtelltheladiestocomethissidewhen

theyaredonewitheverything.

Me:That'sagoodideabafethu.

Donda:Madoda.

Us:Mkhulu.

Donda:Youshouldtakeawalkandlookaround

maybeyouwillcatchsomefish.

Wealllookedathimandlaughedhejustsoundedso

muchlikeKhoza.



Sphe:Weshould.

Me:Youwouldn'tdare.

Mkhulu:Whynot.

TJ:BecauseheisthefatherofIsipho'sbaby

daughter.

Mkhulu:WhichIsipho?MyIsipho?

Sims:Yesmkhuludealwithhim.

Sphe:Youguysaresuchtraitors.

Mkhulu:YouguyscangoIneedtotalktoSphe.

WealllaughedwhileSphelookedscared.

Sphe:Butmkhulutheyalsolefttheirpartnersin

Durban.

Mkhulu:Doyouallstaywithyourpartner's.

Us:No.

Mamzo:Yesmkhulu.

Us:Mamzo.

Mamzo:Itriedseparatingthembuttheyattacked

me.



Mkhulu:Attackedyouasinhityou.

Mamzo:Somethinglikethat.

Weweresoshockedbutwejustlaughed.

Sims:Abafazi.

Mkhulu:Whatdidyousay?

Sims:Nothingmkhulu.

Mamzohadreturnedtothekitchenleavinguswith

thisman.

Me:Butforrealmkhuluwomanareapieceofwork.

Mkhulu:Mywomanwasthebest.

Hestartedtellingusaboutstoriesofthegoodold

days.

Isipho

Istoodbythedoorandwatchedthemasthey

laughedandlistenedtomkhulu'sstories,everyone

wasjustatpeace.Itookmyphoneandcalled



ThandoIwantedtocheckonthemandmydaughter.

Thando:Isibabe.

Me:Youareguysaredrinkingwithoutme.

Thando:Wearenotdrinking.

Me:Iknowyoubabe,howareyouguysdoing?

Thando:Wearegoodhowareyou?

Me:I'mgreat.

Thando:That'sgoodwearehappyyouarewellbabe.

Me:Thankyouhowismybabydoing?

Thando:GoodsheisplayingwithSanesincesheis

notdrinking.

Me:I'msuresheonlymissesherdadthatone

doesn'tevenloveme.

Thando:YoucansaythatagainCeboishisfather's

princess.

Me:Iknowhowdidyouguyswrite?

Thando:Wetriedbabe.

Me:That'sgreatenjoythen,kissmybabyforme.



Thando:Willdobyeloveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoobye.

Sphe:Loveyoutoo?

Ilaughed.

Me:ThatwasThando.

Sphe:Reallynow?

Hesaidcomingcloser.

Me:YesbabeIwasjustcheckinguponthemand

Cebo.

Sphe:Imisshersomuch.

Me:I'msureshemissesyoutoo.

Sphe:IknowshedoesbutImissyoutoo.

Me:I'mrightherenjesthandwasam.

Sphe:YouhavenoideahowmuchI'mhappythat

youareokaynowIwassoworriedIsi.

Me:IknowbutI'mokaynow.

Sphe:I'mglad.



Hesaidholdingmywaist.

Me:StopBabakaCebomkhuluwillkillyou.

Hedidn'tstopbuthekissedme,heputmeontopof

thetableandIbrokethekiss.

Sphe:Damn.

Me:ThisisnotDurbanbabe.

Sphe:Imissyou.

Me:Imissyoutoobutweshouldwait.

Sphe:Okaythen.

Mbatha:Kwenzakalanila(What'sgoingonhere).

IjumpedoffthetableandstoodbehindSphe.

Sphe:Wewerejusttalkingtaima.

Mbatha:Talkinghuh?

Welaughed.

Me:Yesbabatalking.

Mbatha:Oho.

Ileftthemthereandbumpedintomybrother.



Me:Bigbro.

Sbani:Lilsis.

Ilovethewayhiseyeslightupwhenheseesme.

Me:Imissyou.

Sbani:HayI'mnotyourboyfriendIsipho.

Ilaughed.

Me:HaiboBhuti.

Sbani:Howdoyoufeelsinceyouarrivedhere?

Me:Atpeaceandhappy.

Sbani:I'mhappyifyouare.

Me:ButI'mworriedaboutMpenduloheseems

distanthaveyoutalkedtohim.

Sbani:NobutIwillhaveachatwithhimdon'tworry.

Me:PleasedoBhuti.

Sbani:WewerethinkingofspendingChristmasthis

side.

Me:Haveyoutalkedtothegirls?



Sbani:NowewillgotoDurbanthentalktothem.

Me:OkaynoproblemIwillgowithyouguys.

Sbani:OkaymaybetomorroworSunday.

Me:Iloveyouandthankyouforbeingthebest

brotherintheworld.

Sbani:Whatdoyouwant?

Webothlaughed.

Me:Can'tIjustappreciatemybrother.

Sbani:Iknowyou.

Me:WellI...

Sbani:WhateveritisjustaskSpheangithiunendoda

wena.

Hesaidleavingmethere.

Me:Bhuti.

Isaidshoutingathimbuthewasalreadygone,I

wentoutsidetoBhutiSimsandTJ.

Me:Mylovelybrothers.

Them:No.



Ilaughed.

Me:Hawguys.

TJ:AsimaliIsi(Wedon'thavemoney).

Me:WhosaidIneedmoney.

Sims:Sowhatdoyouwant?

Me:WellIneed...

Sims:Nodon'tsayitforgetIasked.

Welaughed.

Me:Youguysdon'tlovemeanymore.

Theygotupandwalkedtothehouse.

Me:Hawu.

Them:Weloveyoutoo.

IlookedatthemastheywalkedtothehouseandI

lookedupandthankedGodformyfamily.

Me:Iprayforpeaceandhappinessamongstus.

IsaidasIwalkedbacktothehousesmiling.

Insertfortyeight



Sbani

ThenextdayIwokeupbeforeeveryoneelseand

decidedtotakeawalkaroundtheplacejustto

admirewheremymothergrewup,thisplaceis

peacefulIthinkIreallylikeitheremaybeoneday

whenI'molderandretiredIwillbuildmyownhouse

here.It'slikebeingherefilledoutamissingpiecein

myheartIguessit'sbecauseIneverknewmy

mother'sfamily.

IwalkaroundtillInoticeabigrockfacingabeautiful

mountain,Iwalktowardsitanddecidetositdown

andjustadmiretheplace.

Voice:It'sbeautifulisn'tit?

IlookaroundtoseethepersonwhoistalkingbutI

seenoone,Iignorethevoiceandcontinuelooking

around.

Voice:Kuhleimpelauyabona?(it'sreallybeautiful,do

yousee?).



IlookbehindmeandIseemymotherwithsomeone

Iassumeishertwinsister.

Me:Mama.

Voice:I'mgladyoufinallycamehere.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellus?

Voice:That'snotimportantSbani.

Me:But...

ShelaughsandIfeelmyeyeswatering.

Voice:StillstubbornjustlikeyourfatherIsee.

Me:Isthather?

Voice:Yesit'sherthankyouforcominghere,I'm

nowcompletebecausesheisherewithme.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Voice:Youdon'thavetosayanything,nowgolive

yourlifeandmakeyourselfhappystopworrying

abouteveryoneelse.

Me:ImissyouandBaba.

Voice:Iknowyoudoboybutwewillalwaysbewith



you,allofyou.

Ijustkeepquietandlookathermymotherstilllooks

beautifulmorebeautifuleveninherspirit.

Voice:ThankyoufortakingcareofMpendulo.

Hersistersays.

Me:Heismybrotherit'smyjob.

Voice:Anddon'tworryaboutZakhelehewillbeout

soon.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Shewavesherhandanddisappears.

Voice:Keepwellmybabyrememberwearealways

withyou.

Me:Mama.

Shealsodisappears,Isighandwipemytears.

IfeelsomeonetappingmyshoulderandIjump.

Donda:Sbani.

Me:Mkhuluit'syou.

Donda:Shewasherewasn'tshe?



Me:Yeshowdoyouknow?

Donda:Thiswasherfavouriterock,sheusedtosay

itbroughtherpeace.

Me:YouknowsometimesIwonderhowlifewould

havebeeniftheywerestillalive.

Donda:TheyareatabetterplaceitwasallGod's

plan.

Me:Iguessso.

Donda:Youdon'thavetocarryeveryone'sproblemin

yourshouldersI'mherenoweventhoughImaydie

soonbecauseI'mold.

Me:Don'tsaythatwestillneedyou.

Donda:I'mhappyyouallcamehereIhavewaitedfor

toolong.

Me:I'malsogladwecamewhileyouarestillalive.

Donda:Focusonyourselffromnowon,Mbatha

seemslikeagoodmanandIknowMamzoisagood

womanletusalltakecareofyou.

Me:Iwilltry.



Donda:Don'ttryandngifunaumakotimina.

Ilaugh.

Me:WellusekhonaI'mgettingmarriednextyear.

Donda:That'sgood,shewassuchakindhearted

woman.

Me:Who?Mymother?

Donda:Yesherandhersisterwereinseparable.

Me:Didshegiveyouanytrouble?

Helaughsandsmilelikeheisrememberingitall.

Donda:Ofcosespeciallywhenshemetyourfather,I

admiredyourfatherbecausehelovedyourmother

dearlyandIseeyoulookalotlikehim.

Me:IhopeI'masgoodashim.

Donda:Iknowyouarenowlet'sgobackhome.

Me:HowdidyouevenknowIwashere?

Donda:Ihavemyways.

Webothlaughed.

Me:WedecidedtospendChristmasthisside.



Donda:Ngempela(Really?)

Me:Yeswecan'tleaveyouherealone.

Donda:WhosaidIwasgoingtobealone.

Me:Don'ttellmeuyajola.

Donda:WhynotImeanlookatme.

Ilaughoutloudandlookathim,helooksdamn

serious.

Me:Haiboyouarewhat?80?

Donda:I'm75I'mnotthatold.

Me:Youarenotthatold?Comeonmkhulu.

Wegetinsidetheyardandeveryoneisawake.

Donda:It'snotthatbad,right?

Me:Bad?It'stheworstthingIeverheard.

Webothlaugh.

TJ:Sharethejokeplease.

Me:Mkhuluherehasagirlfriend.

Theguyslookathimsohecananswerforhimself.



Mkhulu:What?Lisasebenzaphela.

Weburstoutinlaughterandhegoesinside.

Sims:Ican'tbelievethis.

Me:GuysIalsothoughthewasjokingbutnowI

believehim.

Sphe:HeisagingfinethoughImeanhestilllooks

good.

Welookathim.

Sphe:What?

TJ:Yousayitlikeyouwanthimforyourselfnow.

SphepicksupastoneandthrowitatTJ.

Sphe:Fuckoff.

Hepicksmorestonesandthrowthematallofus.

Sims:Whatdidwedo?

WeplaythatgametillMamzocallsustohave

breakfast.

WesitaroundthetableandSimsstarteating.



Mbatha:Simssaygrace.

Wewanttolaughathimbutweknowwewillbein

deeptrouble.

Sims:UhmmIalreadyprayedbyheart.

Wejustlaugh.

Mbatha:AwufuniSims?

Heaskspretendingtogetup.

Sims:Okaytaimasitdown.

Weareoverthirtyyearsbutthismanstillwantto

whoopourass.

Sims:Godblessourfoodandthehandswho

preparedthemamen.

Us:Amen.

Whenweareabouttoeatmkhuluinterruptsus.

Mkhulu:Haibo,Simsisthatallyoucansay?

Wealllookathim,isheseriousnowImeanweare

allhungry.

Mamzo:Iwasabouttoaskthat.



Simsgivesheraneye.

Sims:But...

Mkhulu:I'mjokingyoucanalleat.

Us:Yoh.

Wealllaughandcontinueeating,IlookatMpendulo

andheisjustplayingwithhisfood.Idon'tknow

whetherheisnothappytobehereormaybeheis

notfeelingwell,Imakeamentalnotetotalkwith

himafterbreakfast.

Mamzo:Sohaveyoudecidedonwhenyouwillreturn

toDurban?

Me:Areyounotgoing?

Mamzo:NoImeanChristmasisalreadyaroundthe

corner.

Mbatha:Iguesseveryonelikesithere.

Isipho:YoucansaythatagainBaba.

TJ:Iwasthinkingwedrivebacklatertoday.

Mamzo:That'sfinebyme.



Wefinisheatingandwecollectthedishesandwash

themafterthatIdecidetogoandtalktoMpendulo.

Iwalkoutsideandheissittingunderatree.

Me:Mjita.

Mpendulo:Bhuti.

Me:Areyouokay?

Mpendulo:I'mfine.

Me:YoucanatleastsayitlikeyoumeanitMpendulo,

Iknowyouarenotokaywhat'sup?

Mpendulo:Imissmybrother.

Me:SorryboyIknowyoudobutthat'snotall,angithi?

Mpendulo:Ihavebeenhavingnightmaresabout

whathappened.

Me:Whendidtheystart?

Mpendulo:Afewweeksback.

Me:FewweeksMpenduloandyoukeptquiet.

Mpendulo:I'msorryIjustdidn'twanttoworry



anyone.

Me:I'mjustanyoneboyI'myourbrotherandImeant

itwhenIsaidIwillalwaysbehereforyou.

Mpendulo:Iknow.

Me:Youwillbefineokay?nextyearyouwillattend

therapysessions.

Mpendulo:Willthathelp.

Me:YesitwillbutfornowIwillbeyourtherapistyou

cantellmeanything.

Mpendulo:Okay,didyouknowthatmymotherand

yourmotherweretwins?

Me:NoIdidn't.

Mpendulo:Imisshersometimes.

Me:Sheishereyouknow.

HelookedaroundandIlaughed.

Me:NotinpersonphelaMpendulobutinspirit.

Mpendulo:Idon'tunderstandbutokay.

Me:Onedayyouwill.



Mpendulo:Iwanttogonowsowecanfetchmy

report.

Me:Areyouexcited?

Mpendulo:ScaredabitbutI'mexcited.

Me:Iknowyoupassed.

Mpendulo:Okayteacherwam.

Hesaysandruntothehouse.

Me:Iwillgetyouuzobona.

HestickshistongueoutandIlaugh,I'mhappywhen

heishappyinfactwheneveryoneishappy.

IthinkmamaandmkhuluwererightIneedtofocus

onmyselfandplanningmyweddingwithThando

now,andspeakingofThandoIthinkIneedtogether

pregnantnowdon'tlookatmelikethatI'mnot

gettinganyyounger.

Thando



MeandZanesleptlateyesterdaysincewewere

drinkingcelebratingGodknowswhat,Sanetook

Ceboandtheywenttobedearlyshecan'twaitto

givebirthagainsoshecanbeabletodrinkagain.

Sotodaywearegoingonaweekendawayjustthe

threeofus,Idragmyselftothebathroomandtakea

showerafterI'mdoneIgodownstairs.

Me:Youarealreadydressed?

Sane:ItoldyouguysthatIneedtogetoutofthis

house,it'sbeenlongsinceIwentout.

Me:Headacheiskillingme.

Sane:Drinkthat.

Me:OhgoshIknowittastesterrible.

Sane:Butitwillhelpyouwithyourhangover.

Me:Thanksbabe.

Zane:Morningladies.

Sane:Heybabe.

Zane:Canwegoalready.



Me:Zaneudlalengamizoloit'slikeyoudidn'tdrink.

Zane:Iknowhowtohandlemyalcoholhoney.

Me:Mxmwhateverletmegogetdressed.

Ileftthemthereandwenttochangeandpackafew

clothes.

Sane:LetmegetCebosowecango.

WedecidedtotakeadrivetoMpumalangaand

spendourweekendthere,whenwegottheremeand

Zaneweresotiredfromdriving.Wedrovefromthe

tillwegotherelate.

Zane:Nexttimewewillfly.

Sane:TrueIwasn'tdrivingbutIwantedtocryfrom

sittinginthecarforthatlong.

Wegotinsideourlogdeandsettleddown.

Me:Mpumalangaisbeautifulguys.

Zane:VeryIloveithere.

Sane:Let'srestsowecangoeatatarestaurantI

booked.



Me:That'sasurprise.

Sane:Yesitis.

WerestedI'msureCebowassotiredbutshe

doesn'tunderstandanythingsheisjusthappy.

Iwakeuptomyphoneringingandit'sSbaniohmy

Godwedidn'teventellthemwewerecominghere.

Sbani:SthandwasamdidIwakeyou?

Me:YesIwasjustresting.

Sbani:Sorrybabe,nikuphi(whereareyou?)

Me:Uhmmhomewhy?

Sbani:Becauseweareherepleaseopenthedoorwe

forgotourkeys.

Hawemah.

Me:Uhmm.

Sbani:Thando.

Me:Wearenothome.

Sbani:Whereareyou?Imeanit'slatenow.



Me:BabewewenttoMpumalanga.

Sbani:What?

Me:Wedecidedtotakeaweekendaway.

Sbani:NatshelabaniThando(whodidyoutell).

Me:Uhmmnoone.

Sbani:Thandolwethuyouarenotseriousright?

Me:HubbyIamwedidn'tknowyouwereallcoming

backtoday.

Sbani:Whydidn'tyouguyscall?

Me:Uhmm.

Sbani:Talk.

Me:Sorrybabe.

Sbani:WhereisCebo?

Me:Herewithus.

Sbani:Okay.

Hesaysanddropthecall,IgetupandIbumpinto

Zaneandfollowingeachothertomyroom.



Sane:DidSbanicallyou?

Me:Yes.

Zane:Simsalsocalled.

Sane:Weareindeepshit.

Zane:Weshouldhavetoldthem.

Sane:Theworstparttheydon'tevenhavethekeyto

thehouse.

Welookateachotherandlaugh.

Me:TheywillmurderusI'mtellingyou.

Zane:Welllet'sgoeatkhonasingezofasilambile.

Welaugh.

Sane:Yazithisisnotajoke.

WetakeCeboandfolloweachothertothe

restaurant,Ican'tbelieveweleftDurbananddrove

allthewaytoMpumalangawithouttellinganyone

whatifsomethinghappenedtous.Ijusthopethe

guyscalmdownandsleepinthecar,Ilaughto

myselfIactuallyfindthatfunnybutIknowitwon't

bewhenwegetbackhome.



Insertfortynine

Wewenttotherestaurantandorderedourdinner,

I'mabitscaredIknowtheguyscanbeabit

dramaticbuttheyshouldhaveatleasttoldusthat

theywerecomingback.Wewillbeinmoretrouble

becausewetraveledallthiswaywithCebo,I'msure

Isiphoisbreathingfirewhereversheis.

Zane:Ican'tevenenjoymyselfnowIknowthey

shouldhavetoldusbutweshouldhavedonethe

sameworsewetraveledthisfarwithalittlebaby.

Sane:Andaheavypregnantlady.

Webothlookedather.

Me:ItwasyourIdeathough.

Sane:Iwilljustcryandsaymyemotionswereall

overtheplace.

Shesaidlaughing.

Zane:Yaziit'snotfunny.

Me:WeareonourownZane.



Sane:YouguysjusttellthemthatIcriedandsaidI

wanttocomehere.

Zane:Asifthatwillworkyouknowthosemenwith

theirstubbornness.

Me:Butwewilltry,hereisourfoodlet'seat.

Weatewhilehavingsomegoodwineandgood

conversation,itfeltgoodtojustchillalonetheonly

personwhowasmissingwasIsipho.

Sane:Thisisgreatthoughweshoulddoitmore

oftenandinvolvetheguysofcos.

Me:Yesthat'strue.

Zane:Ithinkweshouldheadbacktothelodge,Cebo

needstorest.

Sane:YeahI'malsotiredlet'sroll.

Wesettledourbillandwentbacktothelodgewe

werealljusttiredsoeveryonewenttotheirroom

becausewehaddifferentrooms,Igotintothe

showerandthengotintobedinSbani'st-shirt.

I'maheavysleeperIknowbutIfeltsomeshuffling

aroundtheroombutIignoreditbecauseIwastired,



butIfeltsomeonesittingonmybedandjumped.

Iscreamedandrantothedoorbutthekeywasnot

there.

Itriedreachingouttothelightandlititon,onlyto

findSbanilaughingonmybed.

Me:Sbaniwhatthehell?

Hecouldn'tstoplaughingandIjustcried,myheart

ratejustescalatedIwassoscaredthinkingmaybe

peoplebrokeintothisplace.

HelookedatmeandsawthatIwascrying.

Sbani:Babeareyoucrying?

Me:Youalmostgavemeaheartattackandyou

thinkit'sfunny.

Sbani:Ngiyaxolisasthandwasam.

Me:Mxm.

Sbani:Angizwanga?

Ilookedaway.

Me:Nothing.



Isaidgoingbacktobed.

Sbani:BabecomeonI'msorryokayIdidn'tmeanto

scareyouit'sjustthatIdidn'twanttowakeyouup

sinceyouweresleeping.

Me:Okay.

IsaidfacingtheothersideIcan'tlieImissedhim

buthescaredmeandI'mangryathim,howdidhe

evengethere.

Sbani:Babecomeon.

Iignoredhimandtriedsleeping,Iheardhimsighand

gettingintobed.

Iwokeupthenextmorningandhewasstillsleeping,

Ilookedforthekeyandopenedthedooronlytofind

ZaneandSanestandinginthepassage.

Me:Morning.

Zane:Ishealsohere?

Me:Who?

Sane:Sbani?



Me:Yeswait,aretheyalsohere?

Them:Yes.

Me:That'swhyyouguysdidn'thearmewhenIwas

screamingyesterday.

Zane:Whywereyouscreaming?

Me:Sbaniscaredme,IwassleepingandIfelthim

sittingonmybedandjumped.

Sane:SorrybabeluckyformeCebokeptmeawake.

Zane:Howdidtheyevenknowwewerehere?

Me:Sane'smanofcos.

Sane:Thatoneisaproblemnekhandaelikhulu.

Welaughed.

Me:Atleasttheyarenotangry.

Zane:OfcostheyarenotangryImeanmeandSims

didsomethingsyesterday.

Me:IjustsleptIwassopissed.

Sane:Sorrybaberememberiftheyshoutitwasmy

idea.



Zane:Notedbecauseyoucanneverknowwiththem,

maybetheyarestillgoingtolashoutatus.

Me:IsIsinotangry?

Sane:Idon'tknowIguesswewillfindoutwhenthey

wakeup.

Weallwentbacktoourroomstofreshenup,Sbani

wasstillsleepingsoIwenttotakeashowerwhenI

camebackhewasawake.

Sbani:Morning.

Me:Morning.

Idroppedmytowelandsawhimswallowinghard

andIlaughedontheinsideIjustenjoyedseinghim

suffer.

Sbani:UhmmI'mgoingto...totakeashower.

Hesaidliterallyrunningtothebathroom,Ijust

laughedandcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing.

WhenIwasdoneIwentoutsidebumpingintoTJ.

TJ:Thando.

Me:Hey.



TJ:Yougood?

Me:Greathowareyou?

TJ:Great,whereisSbani?

Me:Takingashower.

TJ:OhexcusemeIneedtotalktohim.

Inodded.

Iwenttothekitchenandfoundtheladiesthere,it

wasaselfcateringaccommodationsowewilleat

outorcookforourselves.

Me:Isihey.

Isipho:Heybabe.

Me:LookI'msorrywedidn'ttellyou.

Isipho:It'sfinetheladiesalreadyapologisedbutI'm

angryyouguysleftwithoutme.

Me:Sorrybabeit'sjustthatyouwerenotthere.

Isipho:Iunderstandit'sokay.

Me:Soyouarenotangry?

Isipho:Ofcosnot.



Zane:SoIsiaretheyguysangry?

Isipho:Idon'tknowbutIdon'tthinkso.

Sane:Youguysgothereearly,didyoudrive?

Isipho:Nowebookedflights.

Me:Iwasstillaskingmyselfhowyougotherethat

fast.

Isipho:ThankstoTJ.

Sane:ThatoneisacrookI'mtellingyouguys.

TJ:Whoisacrook?

Us:Noone.

Sphe:Seniyichoirmanje?

Zane:Areyouguyshungry?

Sheaskedquicklychangingthesubjectandthey

lookedateachotherandchuckled.

Sbani:Wealreadyorderedbreakfastsoyoucanjust

relax.

Welookedateachother,theyarecalmandit'snot

likethem.



Sane:Uhmmlistenguyswearesorrywedidn'ttell

youwewerecominghere.

Sphe:Ohnoit'sfinewealsoshouldhavetoldyou

guysthatwewerecomingback.

Nosomethingisnotright,theyarelettingthisgo

justlikethat.

Sbani:AndsorryIscaredyousthandwasamIjust

didn'twanttodisturbyousinceyouweretiredfrom

driving,youguysdroveright?

Sane:Uhmmyes.

Sims:Wereyouguysnotscared?

Me:No.

TJ:SoyoualldrovefromDurbantoMpumalanga

withababyandapregnantwoman?

Zane:Uhmmyes.

Sphe:Ohdidn'tyouthinkitwasrisky?

Welookedateachother,thequestionsweregetting

hotandtheywerecalm.

Isipho:Didyouguyshearthat?Ithinktheyare



deliveringourfood.

Sane:Yeahladieslet'sgo.

Sims:Gowhere?Tothedoorallofyou?

Me:IrememberIwantedtochecksomethinginmy

room.

Sane:IwantedtocheckonCebo.

Zane:IwillhelpIsiwiththefood.

Weallwentourseparatewaysandtheylaughed.

Igotintomyroomandwenttothebathroomtopee

whenIcamebackSbaniwassittingonthebed.

Me:Oneofthesedaysyouwillgivemeaheart

attack.

Sbani:SorrybabeIdidn'tmeantoscareyouagain.

Me:Noit'sfine.

Sbani:Soyouforgiveme.

Me:OfcosIdo.

Sbani:Thankyou,comehere.

Isatonhislapandkissedhim.



Me:SobabewhyareyouallcalmIthoughtyouwere

goingtobeangrythatweleftwithouttellingyou.

Sbani:Us?Angrynowayweunderstand.

TheyareuptosomethingIknow,wecanbetonthat.

Me:Okay.

Sbani:Imissedyou.

HesaidkissingmehungrilyandIresponded,it

startedheatingupsoheputhisfingerinsidemeand

startedpumpinginandout.HeputtwofingersandI

wentcrazyIfeltmyselfbuildingupbutwhenIwas

abouttocumhestopped.

Me:What?

Ishoutedfrustrated.

Sbani:Rememberwhenyousaid"Mxm"tome

yesterday.

Me:Babeplease.

Helookedatmewithasmugonhisfaceandlicked

histwofingers.

Sbani:Let'sgoeatsthandwasam.



Me:BabepleaseI'msorryokaycanyouatleastfinish

whatyoustarted.

Sbani:I'mhungrynjelovesomyperformancewillbe

verybad.

Hekissedmyforeheadandleftmetheretoservice

myself,Ineedanothermanguysanddefinitelynota

Zuluman.Iwenttothebathroomtowipemyselfand

washmyhandsthenwentbacktotheothers.

Isipho:Wealmostfinishedeatingwithoutyou.

Mpendulo:AreyouokaysisThando?

Me:YesI'mokayboy.

Sbani:Areyousureyouokaybabe?

Igavehimadeathstareandhesmiled,ngaze

ngahlukumezeka.

Weallateandwhenweweredonetheguysdecided

togogetsomeclothessincetheydidn'tbringany,I

don'tevenknowwhytheylefttheirclothesin

Richardsbay.

Sane:Doyouguysthinktheyarebeingsincere.



Zane:Idon'ttrustthem.

Isipho:Ialsothinktheyareuptosomething.

Me:Youcansaythatagaintheyareactingstrange

andSbanijustdeprivedmeanorgasmjustbecauseI

saidMxmyesterday.

Theylaughed.

Zane:Friendsowhatdidyoudo?

Me:Iusedmyhandshaw.

Isipho:Sothat'swhyyouwereintheroomforthat

long.

Me:Yesbabe.

Wecontinuedtalkingwaitingforthemtocomeback.

Sbani

Mpumalangaisbeautifulthough,especiallyatnightI

don'tknowwhybutIloveditmoreyesterdaywhen

wegotherebecauseitwasalreadylate,Itwasjust



beautiful.

Sphe:Sowhat'stheplan?

TJ:Ithinkweshouldjustletthemenjoybeinghere

wewillgetthemwhenwegettoRichardsbay.

Sims:Youhaveaplan?

TJ:YesaverygoodonebutIwilltellyouguys

tomorrow.

Me:Youknowthesuspensewillkillus.

TJ:Idon'tcare.

Hesaidsingingthatpart.

Sphe:Mxmyekela.

Me:Boydoyoulikethisplace?

Mpendulo:IloveitbutIloveDurbanmore.

Sims:MeandyoubothMpendulo.

WeboughtsomeclothesandSpheboughtsomefor

Isi.

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouarereallywithIsiman.

Theylaughed.



Sphe:WillIeverheartheendofitthough.

Me:Ofcosnot.

WesawMpendulotalkingtosomegirlherage.

TJ:Youseehowthatgirlisblushing.

Sphe:Thisneedsavideo.

Hesaidtakingouthisphone.

Sims:Youarecrazy.

Welookedathimtillhewasdone.

Mpendulo:Whywereyoulookingatmelikethat,I

couldliterallyfeelyourstarespiercingmyback.

Wealllaughed.

Me:That'sabitextramjitasowhatdidyousay?

Mpendulo:Youdon'tneedtoknow.

Sphe:Sodidshegiveyouhernumber.

Mpendulo:Ofcos.

Sims:OhgoshIhopeyouwon'tbelikeSbani.

Me:Haibo.



TJ:PlusMpendulolookslikehimsokubhedile.

Sphe:YoucanalljustaskmeIknowallaboutSbani.

Ilaughed.

Me:YouallaretalkinglikeI'mnothere,canwego

payandgo.

Wewenttopayandwentbacktolodge.

Zane:Youguystooklongenough.

Sims:Whatdidwemiss?

Zane:Justgochangesowecango.

Wewenttochangeandwenttocheckoutsome

wildlife.

IwassittingnexttoThando.

Me:Youseemtense.

Thando:Youareenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Me:Hawkodwamalavisto.

Shelaughed.

Thando:ReallySbani?Malavisto?



Me:I'mtryingtoberomantichere.

Thando:HayIgiveup.

Me:Sowhenwegetbacktothelodgewewill

continuewhereweleftoff.

Thando:NoI'mokaynow.

Me:Soyouservicedyourself?

Thando:Ihadnootherchoicebabe.

Me:YouarenaughtThandolwam.

Webothlaughed,wewerenotevenpayingmuch

attentiontotheanimals.

Thando:SohowwasRichardsbay?

Me:Wewilltalkaboutitlaterfornowlet'senjoythis.

Wehadsomeonewhowastellingusaboutdifferent

animalsandtheirlives,itwasactuallyniceseing

thematthiscloserange.

HalfwaythroughitSanecriedbecauseshewas

afraidofalionsowehadtoleaveandgoeatat

somerestaurant.



TJ:Sobabewereyoureallyafraidoryouwerejust

hungry,ImeanevenCebodidn'tcry.

Sane:WhatareyousayingTJ?

TJ:Nothingbabe.

Sane:Itbetterbenothing.

IwantedtolaughbutIknowshewouldjustcryand

leaveushere.

Weallateonalightconversationanddecidedtogo

chillinthelodge.

Me:Sowhydidyouguysdecidetocomehereoutof

allprovinces?

Zane:Mpumalangaisbeautifulguys.

Isipho:Youcansaythatagain.

Mpendulo:NexttimeweshouldgotoCapeTown.

Sphe:Yeahweshould.

Sane:Areyouguysstillgoingtolashoutatusfor

cominghere?

Me:No,youguysthinkweshould?



Zane:Nono.

Sims:OkaythenjustrelaxandenjoyMpumalanga.

TJ:IthinkweshouldgorestabitIbookedusa

restaurantforlater.

Me:Okaylet'sgo.

Mpendulo:IwillstayhereandplaywithCebo.

Isipho:Okaywhenyougettiredjustbringthemtous.

Henodded.

Whenwegottoourroomwelayedonthebedand

justrelaxed.

Thando:SohowwasRichardsbay?

Me:Great,mkhuluisstillalive.

Thando:Yourmother'sfather?

Me:Yes.

Thando:That'sgreatsthandwasam.

Me:IndeeditisI'mjustgladwewereabletogoback

therewhileheisstillalive.



Thando:I'msureshewashappytoseeyouguys.

Me:Veryhappy.

Thando:OkayI'mgladIsiisfinehersituationwas

reallyweighingonyou.

Me:Icanneverimaginemylifewithouther.

Thando:Iknowbaby.

Me:SowouldyoumindspendingChristmasin

Richardsbay?

Thando:YouwantustospendChristmasthere?

Me:Yesthat'sifyoudon'tmind.

Thando:OfcosIdon'tmind.

Me:Great,thankyoubaby.

Wekissed.

Thando:Soisitinruralareas?

Me:Notreally.

Thando:Okaylet'srest.

Me:Butbabe...



Thando:Afterhowyoupunishedmeekseniyouare

notgettinganything.

Me:Comeon.

IknowwheretotouchhertogetwhatIwantsoI

workedmymagicandtherestishistory.

Me:Thatwasgood,thankyoubabyIloveyou.

Thando:IloveyoutooHlase.

Shesaidandstartedsnoringsoftlyontopofmeand

Ifollowedafterher.

Whenwewokeupitwasalreadydarkoutside.

Me:Whattimeisit?

Thando:19:30.

Me:Shit,TJsaiddinnerwillbeat19:00wearelate.

Thando:Let'stakeaquickshower.

Wetookaquickshowerandgotdressed,we

checkedtheroomsaretheywereallgone.Itexted

Simsandhesentmethelocation,nowwehadto

takeanUber.



Whenwegottheretheywerealreadyeating.

Me:Whydidn'tyouguyswakeusup?

Sane:WesentMpendulotowakeyouguysupbut

thepoorkidcamebacktraumatized.

Thando:Why?

Sphe:Youbothknowwhy.

Me:WhereisthisWaiterI'mfamished.

TheylaughedbecauseIwaskindofchangingthe

subject.

ThewaitercameandIorderedformeandThando

sinceeveryoneelsewasalreadyeating.

Halfwaythroughourdinnerawaitercameandgave

Zaneapieceofpaper.

Waiter:ThosegentlemanovertheresaidIshould

giveyouthis.

Sims:Letmeseethat.

Hesaidsnatchingit.

Sims:I'mbeingtested.



Me:Whatdoesitsay.

Sims:"Caretojoinus,youcanbringyourfriends,the

ladiesOfcos".

Sphe:Siyajwayeleka.

Me:Haven'thitanyoneinawhile.

TJ:AndIthinkit'stimeforthatnow.

Zane:Calmdownguys.

Sims:Calmdownandletthemdisrespectuslikethis?

Thando:Nobutyouguyscan'tgoaroundhitting

people.

Me:Wewilljusttalktothemjuststayhereandeat.

Weleftandwenttothoseguystable.

TJ:Howzitgents.

Theylookedateachotherandlaughed.

Sims:Caretosharethejoke?

Guy1:Wesaidwewantedtohavesomedrinkswith

theladies,wedidn'tknowthatyouweretheladies.

Helookedathisfriendsandtheylaughed,IswearI



feltmyarmpitsitching.

Sphe:Listenandlistenverycarefully,areyou

listening?

Heaskedholdingtheguywhowastalkingbyhist-

shirt.

Sphe:Youwillnotdisrespectuslikethatespecially

notInfrontofourwoman,ningasijwayelikabi

nizolimala.

Peoplewerenowlookingatus.

Sims:Isthatclear?

Theynodded.

Me:Talk!

Them:Yessorrygents.

Wewentbacktoourtable.

Zane:Wasthatevennecessary?

Sims:Youwanttojointhem?

Zane:No.

Sims:Eatthensingakaxabani.



Wesawthoseguysleaving,Ifeltuneasybecausewe

arenotfromherewhatiftheytrysomethingbut

ngekebalungesotheyshouldn'teventrybecause

theywillgethurtreallybad.

Seasonfinale

Insertfifty

Sbani

WearehavingthetimeofourlivesandI'mhappywe

decidedtojointheladiesbutIhaveabadfeeling

aboutsomething.IlookateveryoneandIseethem

laughingandhavingthetimeoftheirlives,I'm

excitedaboutwhat'sgoingtohappentonightImean

it'sbeenlongsincewegaveanyoneabeatingIknow

thisisgoingtobefun.

Me:LadiescanIstealthegentsforasec?

Them:Sure.

TJ:YiniSbani?



Sphe:Heissuchamoodspoilerphelalona.

Me:Mxmwehaveaproblem.

Sims:Canyoutalkalready.

Me:Theyarestillhere.

TJ:Who?

Me:Thegentsfromearlier.

Sims:So?

Me:Theyarewaitingforus.

Sphe:Why?

Me:TobeatusupOfcos.

Theyjustburstintolaughter.

TJ:Beatwho?Wothiuyadlala.

Sphe:Seriously?I'mgoingbacktothetable.

Me:GuysI'mseriousIthinkweshouldsendthe

ladiesandthekidsbacktothelodge.

TJ:Thisisgoingtobefun.

Theyallsmiled.



Sims:Theladiesshoulddrivethemselvesthenwe

willcatchanUber.

Me:Truebutyouallknowhowstubborntheyare.

Sphe:TrueBafobutwecan'tputtheirlivesindanger.

Me:Let'sgotalktothem,doyouguyshaveyour

guns?

Them:Always.

Weallwalkedbacktothetable.

TJ:Uhmmladiessomethingimportantcameup,we

needyouandthekidstodrivebacktothelodge.

Zane:Why?What'sgoingon?

Sims:Nothingimportantbabe.

Thando:Weallknowyouarehidingsomething.

Me:Wearenot.

Sane:Ifanyofyougetshurtheehyouwillsee.

Welaughed.

TJ:Babeyouarepregnant.

Sane:Icanstillusemygunthough.



Isipho:Isittheguysfromearlier?Isawthemoutside.

Sphe:Youwentoutsidebyyourself?

Isipho:NoIsawthemthroughthewindow.

Me:OkayIwillaskifthereisnobackdoor.

Zane:Wepackedatthebackveleandwecame

throughthebackdoor.

Sims:Good,nowpleasegetupandgotothelodge.

Thando:Guyspleasebesafe.

TJ:Wewilltakecareofeachother.

Sane:Youguysshouldjustgivemethegunandlet

mesortthemout.

TJ:Youarecrazystopbeingstubbornandgo.

Wetookallofthemtothecarandsaidourgoodbyes.

Thando:Promisemeyouwillcomebackinone

piece.

Me:Ipromisebabenowgo.

Wewatchedthemdrivingoutthenwewentback

inside.



Sims:Let'shaveadrinkfirst.

Me:YeahI'mthirsty.

Wehadourdrinksandjustrelaxedforabit.

Sphe:Look.

Hepointedthroughthewindowandthoseguyswere

lookingatus.

TJ:Theyjustmessedwiththewrongpeoplelet's

showthemhowwedoit.

Me:Yeahlet'sshowthemhowweZulu'steach

peoplerespect.

Wegotupandwalkedoutthroughthemain

entrance,theywereallstandingbyonecarsmoking.

WecalledanUberandwaited.

Guy1:Wecantaketheladieshomewhileyouallwait

foranUber.

TJ:Doyouseeanyladieshere?

Guy2:Areyouguysscared?Imeanifyouwerenot



whywouldtheladieswaitinsidewhileyoucallan

Uber.

Me:Youcangocheckthemoutandiftheyarethere

pleasetakethemhome.

Theotherguywentinsidewhiletheotherslaughed.

Guy1:SomeladiesreallysettleforlessImeanlook

atyouguys,whointheirrightmindcandateaguy

whostillcallsanUber?

Hisfriendslaughedagainsothisoneistheclown

andhethinksheisallthat.

Iwentclosertohimandlaughedtillhegotirritated.

Me:Whyareyouguysnotlaughingisitnotfunny

anymore?

Iaskedhimandhisfriendsandtheykeptquietbut

myguyslaughedliketheywerecrazyandwhenthey

stoppedtheybecamescarybecausewewerenow

pissed.

Theotherguycamebackandsawthatitwas

intense.

Guy2:Theladiesaregone.



Hisfriendskeptquiet.

Guy2:Guyswhat'sgoingonhere?

Sims:What'sgoingonhereisthatyouallneedtobe

taughtsomerespect.

Theylookedateachotherandlaughed,thislaughing

thingisbecomingreallyboringnow.

Wegotclosertothemandthegoodthingisthat

theywerealsofour.

Istoodnearthefirstguyandlookedathim.

Me:Iwonderwhatyourwifewillsayifshefindsout

youimpregnatedhersister.

Theshockiswhatwasfunnytheyshouldhave

laughed.

Guy1:How?..what?

Islappedhimandtheotherguystookouttheirguns

notknowingthatwealsohadguns.

TJ:WeareZulu'sandwedon'tfightusinggunsso

let'sdothiswithoutguns.

Theylookedateachotherandnodded.



Sphe:Ithinkweshouldtakethisawayfrompeople

becausetheyarealreadywatchingus.

Guy2:Iknowaplaceyoucangetintothecar.

Me:That'snotgoingtoworklet'swalkabit,Isaw

justtheperfectplace.

Ithinkwewerehavingalotoffunbutwejust

neededtobecarefulbecauseifnotwewouldendup

hurt.

Wewalkedtillwereachedaquietplace.

Sims:Thisishowwedoit.

Hesaidhittingtheguywhowasnexttohimthenthe

fightstarted,itwasfunandalluntilwehearda

gunshotandSphewasshot.

Weallrushedtohim.

Sphe:It'snothingjustafleshwound.

Me:Ithoughtwesaidnoguns.

Wehitthemlikewewerecrazyafterthat.

Guy1:Pleaseforgiveuswedidn'tmeantodisrespect

you.



Weleftthemandtooktheircarkeysthentooktheir

carandwentbacktothelodge.

TJ:Spheyouokay?

Sphe:I'mfine.

Sims:Thatwasfunbuttruthbetolditwasalsorisky.

Me:Verytrue.

TJ:IfeelsorryforSphetheladiesaregoingtokill

him.

Sphe:Don'tevenmentionitbro.

WecontinueddrivingwearegladthatSphedidn't

gethurtkakhulubecauseanythingcouldhave

happened.

Thando

Wehavebeenpacingupanddownwondering

what'sgoingon,aretheyokayormaybesomething

happened.Wetriedcallingtheirphonesacoupleof

timesbutnothing.



Zane:Ithinkweshouldjustdrivebacktorestaurant

andlookforthem.

Isipho:Iagreewithyou.

Wetookthecarkeysbutwhenwewereabouttogo

weheardsomeoneknocking.

Me:Whatifit'sthoseguys?

Sane:ThenIwillshootthem.

Wechuckled.

Isipho:Saneyouandgunsbathong,weshouldname

yourbaby"gun".

IwenttoopenthedooranditwasoSbani.

Me:Areyouguysokay?Didanyofyougethurt?

Sbani:Babewearefine,canyoumoveawayfrom

thedoorsowecangetinside.

Me:Uhmmsorryguyscomein.

Isipho:Whosecaristhat?

Theysatdown.

Sims:Thoseguys.



Zane:Bebeyoutooktheircar,won'tthatbringus

trouble.

Sims:Noitwon'trelax.

Sane:Sphewhyareyoubleedinginyourarm?

Sphe:Bleeding?

Wealllookedathim.

Isipho:Babeareyouhurt?OhmygoshSphe.

Sphe:It'snothing.

Isipho:Letmegetthefirstaidkitinthecar.

Sane:SoSpheyougotshot?

Sphe:It'snothingreally.

HelookedscaredheknowsSanedoesn'tjokeand

theguyslaughedathim.

Sane:Soyouallarelaughingdidn'tyousayyouwill

takecareofeachother?

TJ:Butwedid.

Zane:IfyoualldidthenhowcomeSphegotshot?

Sbani:Itwasjustamistake.



IsiphocamebackandhelpedSpheout.

Isipho:Amistakehuh?

Sims:YouallshouldbeshoutingatSphenotus.

Me:Youweresupposetoprotecteachother.

TJ:Lookweallmadeamistakeandyoushouldbe

thankfulthatSpheisstillalive,weshouldhavebeen

morecarefulyeahbutyoucan'tjustshoutatuslike

wearekids.

Wekeptquiet.

Sbani:I'mgoingtocheckthekids.

Zane:Sowhatwillyoudowiththecar?

Sphe:Theywillfetchit,wetaughtthemrespectso

theywillcomebackandapologize.

Me:Howdoyouknowtheywon'tcomebackwith

thepoliceormaybetheirfriends.

Sims:Thentheywillfinduswaitingforthem.

Sane:TomorrowweshoulddrivebackhomeIdon't

wanttodiehere.



Welookedatherandlaughed.

TJ:Hawmamakhewhathappenedtoyourshooting

skills?

Sane:SoyoumeanIcan'tshoot?

Shestartedcrying.

TJ:NobabeIdidn'tmeanitlikethat.

Sane:Youmeantithowthen?

Sheaskedwalkingtotheirroom,TJfollowedher.

TJ:ThelifeIlive.

Wealllaughedathim.

Me:Spheyousureyouokay?

Sphe:YeahI'mfineIjustneedtolaydown.

Isipho:Okayletmehelpyouout.

Sphe:YouknowIcanstillwalkright?

Isipho:Iknowbabybutletmehelpyou.

Theybothwalkedtotheirbedroom.

Sims:IthinkweshouldalsogotosleepZane.



Zane:Yeahgoodnightfriend.

Me:Nightlove.

TheyleftmealoneandIstayedtherewaitingfor

Sbani.

Sbani:Babeareyoustillhere?

Me:Iwaswaitingforyou.

Sbani:Let'sgotobedthen.

Wewalkedtoourbedroom.

Me:Youknowwhatyoudidwasriskyright?

Sbani:IknowThandolwambutweallcamebackin

onepiece.

Me:Nexttimebemorecareful.

Sbani:Relaxtherewon'tbeanexttime.

Me:Goodlet'ssleepwearedrivinghometomorrow.

Sbani:Goodnightsthandwasam.

Me:GoodnightHlase.

Wekissedandplayedabitthenslept.



Wewokeupthenextmorningandpreparedforour

drivehome,luckyforallofuswedrovethefamily

carwhenwecameheresoweweresettled.

Wewenttotheloungewithourluggagesandhad

breakfastfirst,inthemiddleofitweheardaknock

atthedoor.

Mpendulo:Iwillgetthedoor.

Hesaidalreadywalkingtothedoor,wecouldn't

believeoureyestheguysfromyesterdaywerehere

allofthem.

Guy1:Gentlemanandladies.

Us:Yes.

Guy1:Weareheretoapologiseforyesterdayand

askforourcarback.

Sbani:Sure.

Hesaidthrowingthecarkeystothem.

Theytookthemandleft,theguysfistbumpedand

laughed.



Zane:Whatdidyouguysdotothem?

Isipho:Ialsowanttoknowbecausetheonewho

apologizedwasthecockyone.

Sims:Wetaughtthemrespect.

Sane:Idon'tevenwanttoknowhow.

Afterbreakfastweprayedthenourlongdrivebegan.

Narrated

Theguystooktheircaranddrovebacktothehouse

andchilled.

Theylookedateachotherandlaughed.

Guy1:IalwaysknewthatZuluguyswerestupidbutI

didn'tthinkitwasthatserious.

Guy3:Theythinktheycanbeatusupjustlikethat

andgetnothing.

Guy2:Buttruthbetoldtheydidanumberonus.

Guy4:Igivethemthatbuttheyarenotreadyfor



whatsabouttohappen.

Guy2:Whatiftheguywhoprophetessesyouforesee

thebomb.

Guy1:Idoubthewill.

Guy2:Let'shopesobecauseifhedoeswewillbein

trouble.

Guy3:Hewon'ttrustmetheywilldieinablinkofan

eye.

Guy4:Andtherewon'tbeanysurvivors.

Guy1:ThisisgreatIthinkweshouldcallGandtell

himthegoodnews.

Guy2:Willheevercomeoutofprisonthough?

Guy3:Wewillgethimoutaftertheyarealldead.

Guy4:Gwillbehappytoknowthatwefinallygot

them.

Guy1:Ican'tlieIfeelsorryforthekidsthough.

Guy4:Idon'twanttolieIdon'tfeelanyremorse.

Guy2:Weshouldwatchthenewslatertodaysothat



wewon'tmisstheirdeath.

Guy1:Weneedtostockupalcoholsowecan

celebrate.

Theyalllaughedwhiletheotheronecalledtheir

friend.

G:Isitdone?

Guy1:Anyminutefromnowonthatcarwillblow.

G:That'swhatIwanttohear.

Guy1:Yeahnoneofthemwillsurvivethis.

G:Iknowthanksgents.

Guy1:Noproblemyouwillgetoutoftheresoon.

G:Ican'twait,Iwanttoattendtheirfuneral.

Guy1:Surecase.

G:Keepmeupdated.

Hedroppedthecall.

Guy1:Let'sprepareoursuitswewillbegoingtoKZN

toburrythem,wearedoingallthisforG.

Them:ToG.



Theysmiled.

Insertfiftyone

Sbani

Lifealwaysturnsupdifferentlythanwhatweexpect

orwewant,notsolongagowewerehappyand

havingthetimeofourlivesbutherewearenow

abouttodie.Ilookaroundandtheyareeatingsince

westoppedatthegaragetogetsomefood,howdoI

evenbegintotellthemthatthereisabombherein

thiscaranditwillblowoffanytimefromnow.Idon't

wanttodieandIdon'twantanyonetodiesoIhave

todothisbecauseIdon'thaveenoughtime.

Thando:Babeareyouokay?

Me:UhmmyesI'mfine.

Mpendulo:Bhutiwhyareyounoteating?

Me:Iwilleatboy,Sphepleasestopthecarbutdon't

switchofftheengine.



Sphe:What?Weareinthemiddleofnowhere.

Me:Guyspleasedon'tpanickokay.

TJ:What'sgoingonSbani?

Me:Someoneplantedabombinthiscaranditcan

blowoffanyminutefromnow.

Them:What?

Me:Pleaselet'scalmdown.

Sims:Sphestopthecar.

Me:Justpressthebrakesbecauseifyouswitchoff

theenginethebombwillgooff.

Sane:Whocouldhavedonethis?

Sphe:Whoeverdidthiswillpay.

Me:Wehave10minutestogetoutoffthiscarso

canyouallstoptalking.

Iopenedthedoorandtheygotoutonebyonewhen

Spheletgoofthebrakesthecarcrashedandburned.

Wewerenowsittingbytheroadinthemiddleof

nowherestrandedwithkids,thoseguysplayedwith

fireIcan'tevenexplainthewayI'mfeelingrightnow.



Isipho:Whatarewegoingtodonowbecauseit's

darkandI'mscared.

TJ:Weareheredon'tworrywewillcomeupwitha

plan.

Me:Guyscanwetalkaside.

Wewalkedabitandthenstopped.

Me:TheyareworkingwithGift.

Sims:What?

Sphe:Sothismeanstheyknewusallalong.

Me:Yestheyhavebeenfollowingus.

TJ:Weneedtodealwiththisfastwealmostdied

today.

Me:WeneedtotalktoZakheleaboutGiftbutnow

howwillwegethome.

Sims:Ihiredacaritwillbehereinafewbutwe

mustkeeplowbecausethoseguysthinkweare

dead.

Me:Yeahitmuststaylikethatwewillgetthem

becausetheyareplanningoncomingtothefuneral.



Wewalkedbacktotheothersandthecarwas

alreadyhere,ittookusstraighttoDurban.We

arrivedtherearound3aminthemorningandweall

wenttosleep.

Iwokeupanditwasaround12middayIwasstill

tiredbutmyphonewasringingnonstop.

Me:Helo.

Mamzo:OhthankGodumkhuluJehovah.

Me:Mamzowhat'sgoingon?

Mamzo:Wesawonthenewsthatyourcarcrashed

andtheysaidthattherewerenosurvivors,Ithought

ohnkosyam.

Me:Calmdownmamawearefineandwearehome.

Mamzo:Allofyou?

Me:Yesallofus.

Mamzo:WethankGodthatyouareabletoforesee

thingsbecauseifnotwewouldbetalkingsomething

differentnow.



Me:Yesmamanowcalmdownanddon'tworry

yourself.

Mamzo:BabaandMkhuluareontheirwaythere.

Me:Here?

Mamzo:YesSbaniI'msuresebezofika.

Me:Okaymamabyethen.

Thismeansmostpeoplethinkwearedeadthisis

messedupbutthebestpartisthatwearestillalive.

Idecidetotakeashowerbeforejoiningtheothers

downstairsandIfindthemeating.

Me:Morning.

TJ:HowcomeyoulookfreshI'mdogtiredevenafter

sleeping.

Me:Ngiyagezamina.

TJ:Mxm.

Zane:CanweprayandthankGodforsavinguslast

nightI'mstillshocked.

Weprayedandsatdown.



Me:SoMamzotoldmethatmkhuluandtaimaare

ontheirway.

Ladies:What?

Theyjumpedandwelaughed.

Sims:Whyareyoujumping?

Sane:WeneedtobathImeanwearestillinour

sleepwear.

Shesaidwhiletheydisappearedtothepassage.

Me:Boygotakeabathsowecangofetchyour

schoolreport.

Mpendulo:OkayBhuti.

Sims:Icouldn'tsleepthinkingwhatifSbanididn't

seethatbomb.

Sphe:Ievenhadsomenightmares.

TJ:I'mangryIjustwanttofinishthoseguysoff.

Me:SimsdidyoutellZaneaboutGiftbeinginvolved

inallthis?

Sims:NotyetIknowshewillblameherselffor



everything.

Mkhulu:Aren'tyouallsupposetobedead?

Sphe:Areyounotsupposetoknock?

Mkhulu:UyalwaSphe?

Welaughed.

Mbatha:Imgladtoseeallofyoubutwherearethe

girls?

Me:Upstairs.

Mkhulu:Whodidthis?

TJ:Somepeoplewhoneedtobedealtwith.

Mbatha:Whoarethosepeople?

Me:It'sGift.

Mbatha:GiftasinZane'sex.

Sphe:Yestaima.

Mkhulu:Tellmeeverything.

Wetoldhimeverythingthathashappened.

Me:Idon'tknowhowwewilldealwithhimsincehe



isinprisonbuthisfriendsarecomingandtheywill

beheretodaytopaytheirrespects.

TJ:Wewilldealwiththemthesoonerthebetter.

Me:YouneedtocalmdownTJbecausenowyouare

notthinkingwithyourhead.

Hejustnoddedandtheladiescamedownstairs.

Zane:Baba.

Mbatha:Babyareyouokay?

Zane:YesBabaI'mfine.

Isipho:Mkhulu.

Mkhulu:Ladies.

Welaughed.

Me:MkhuluthisisThando,ZaneleandSanelisiwe.

Mkhulu:Nicemeetingyouladies.

Thando:Likewisemkhulu.

Mbatha:Let'sdiscusstheplan.

Weallsatdownanddiscussedwhatweneededto

do.



Zane:Ineedsomeairguys.

Wenodded.

Zane

IhadalreadycalledanUbertotakemetoprisonI

needtotalktoGift,Iheardtheguystalkingearlierso

Ican'tputthemindangeranymoreIneedtodeal

withthisallbymyself.

Islowlyopenedthegateandgotoutrunningtothe

Uber.

Me:Pleasetakemetowestvilleprison.

Driver:Okay.

Ileftmyphoneoutsidebythepool,Iknowthisis

riskybutIdon'twantthemtotraceme.

Driver:Wearehere.

Me:Thankyou.

IstandoutsidedebatingwhethertogoinornotbutI



havetodothis,IhavehadenoughofGiftandhis

games.

Ihavebeenwaitingforalmostthirtyminutesnowfor

himtocomebutnothingwhenI'mabouttoleaveI

seehimcoming.

Gift:MaMbatha.

Me:Zwane.

Webothsitdown.

Gift:WhatdidIdotogetavisitfromyou.

Me:Iknowyouareshockedthatyouareseeingme

herewhenyouthinkI'mdead.

Gift:Dead?Butwhy?

Me:Hahahayouarenotfunny.

Gift:Iwasn'ttryingtobefunny.

Me:StopallthesegamesGift.

Gift:IwasneverlikethisZaneyouchangedme

whenyouchosethatboyoverme.

Me:YouwerealwayslikethisGifthaveyouforgotten



thatyouaretheonewhoplayedmeandkilledour

daughter.

Gift:Ididn'tkillher.

Me:Ofcosyoudid,sonowtellmewhydidyouask

yourfriendstoplantabombinourcar.

Gift:MaMbathayougivemetoomuchcreditImean

I'minprisonhowwouldIhavedonethat.

Me:Don'tactdumbGiftwebothknowyouknow

whatI'mtalkingabout.

Gift:EvenifIdidIwouldn'ttellyou,Ineedtogoso

pleaseleave.

Me:Youwanttotellyourfriendsthatwearealiveoh

sorrybabeyouarealittletoolatebecausetheyare

alreadyinthehousepayingtheirrespectsnot

knowingwhatawaitsforthem.

Gift:Ifyoudarehurtthem...

Me:Whatwillyoudobecauseuyafananjenenja

engenamazinyo.

Gift:Onewayortheotheryouwillpayforwhatyou

didtomeandMel's.



Me:Youarereallycrazy,thedayyougetitinyour

headthatIdidnothingtoyouisthedayyourmind

willstartworking.

Gift:Leaveanddon'tevercomebackhere.

Me:Withpleasure.

Gift:Thosepeoplechangedyou,youusedtohavea

goodheart.

Me:Noyouchangedme,Ihaveneverloved

someonelikeIdidwithyoubutthenyouhurtme.

Gift:Zane.

Me:No,byeGiftandyouwillpayforwhatyoudid.

Gift:MaMbatha.

IcouldhearhimshoutingmynamebutIdidn'tturn

backtillIwasoutside,Istoodoutsideandtooka

deepbreath.

Ican'tbelieveIdidwhatIdidandGiftdidn'tfeel

anything,IknowtheneedlewassmallbutIthought

hewasgoingtofeeltheprickyethedidn't.Istand

outsidewaitingforanUbertopassbybecauseIleft

myphoneathome.



Sims:Getin.

Idon'tevenknowhowheknewIwashere.

Me:Uhmmbabehow...

Sims:Idon'thavealldaycanyougetinthecar.

Me:Thankyou.

Sims:Doyouactuallyuseyourmindtothink?

Me:Ofcos.

Sims:Peopleareouttheretryingtokillusandyou

justdisappearwithouttellinganyone.

Me:Uhmm.

Sims:JustshutupyourfatherwilldealwithyouI

don'thavetheenergy.

Me:BabeI'msorry.

Silence.

Me:Ididn'tmeantoworryanyone.

Sims:Yetyoudid,theworstpartyoujustleaveyour

phonebythepoollikesomeonekidnappedyouor

something.



Me:Ngiyaxolisa.

Silence.Idecidetoalsokeepquietbecauseheis

angry,myfatherisgoingtomurdermeI'mtelling

you.

WegettothehouseandSimsjustgetoutofthecar

leavingmethere,Ifollowedafterhimtillweget

inside.

Mbatha:ZaneleMbatha.

Me:Baba.

Mbatha:Areyoucrazy?

Me:NobutIneededtodothissothatGiftwillstop

hurtingeveryonebecauseofme.

Mbatha:Comehere.

Me:NoBaba.

Mbatha:AwufuniZane.

Me:HayBabaIknowyouwillbeatmeup.

Mbatha:I'mnotgoingtodothat.



HesaidgettingupandIjumpedhidingbehindSims,

Iknowit'scrazyrightbecauseSimsismadatme

butI'minvolvinghiminallthis.

Sbani:TaimaIthinktheyarehere.

Mkhulu:Youallneedtogohidethenwewillremain

here.

Weallwentupstairstohide.

Thando:Soyouhaveneverlovedanyonelikeyou

lovedGift?

Me:How..what?

Sane:WeheardeverythingyousaidtoGift.

Me:Buthow?

Isipho:Ithinkweallhavedevicesinourbodieseven

thoughIdon'tknowhow.

Me:ThisiswhySimsisangry.

Thando:YeahIguess.

Me:Babecanwetalk?

Sims:No.



Me:Please.

Sims:IsaidnoZanelenowleavemealone.

WhenIwasabouttotalkweheardgunshotscoming

fromdownstairsandweran.

Me:Baba,Baba.

Mbatha:What?

TJ:What?Youshotthem?

Mkhulu:Theyarenotdeadyoucandealwiththem.

Gift

IhavebeentryingtocallmyguyssinceZaneleftthis

placebuttheyarenotpickingupIdon'tknowwhat's

goingon,that'swhyIwantedthemtokilleveryone

becauseIknewiftheysurviveditwon'tbegood.

MybodyhasbeenitchingIdon'tknowwhat'sgoing

onbutit'sreallybad,IneedtodosomethingIknow

theyhaveafamilymemberheremaybeIshouldjust

killhimbecauseIknowtheywillkillmyfriends.



IgooutsideandIseehimplayingsoccerwiththe

others,noonetoucheshiminthisplaceandIdon't

knowwhy,IapproachhimeventhoughIfeelweak

andweakerbyeachstepItake.

Me:Zakescanwetalk.

Zakes:DoIknowyou.

Me:Nobutit'surgent.

Zakes:What'sitabout?

Me:It'saboutMpendulo.

Don'taskmehowIknowabouthimIhavemyown

ways.

Zakes:Whatabouthim?

Me:Let'stalkprivately.

Wewalkawayfromthecrowd.

Zakes:Sowhat...

Idon'tevenwaitforhimtofinishIstabhimbutIfeel

mybodygettingweaker,Istabhimagainandhe

landsonthegroundbutIfollowhimasIfeela

piercingpaininmyheart.



Ilooknexttomeandheisbleedingbutmyheartis

beatingslowandIknowit'sabouttostop.

Ilookatmyarmandit'sswollenIfeltsomething

whenZanetouchedmeIguessshediditonpurpose.

NowIdiewithoneoftheirs.

RestinpeaceGiftZwane.

Finale

LookingbacktowhatIhavebeenthroughfeelslike

adream,IneverthoughtthatIwouldbewhereIam

today.Ineverreallybelievedinhappilyeverafter

becauseIthoughtitonlyhappensinmoviesor

fairytalesbuthereIam,whowouldhavethought

thataprostitutecanendupwithalovingfamilyand

adegree...yesadegreemeandZanegraduateda

monthago.Godreallycomesthroughforusin

unexpectedways,heprovesthatnomatterhow

muchwesufferheisalwaystherewatchingand

readytotakeustoourdestiny.



I'moutofwordsIwishtherewassomethingIwould

reallysaytoshowhowgratefulIambutIsurepray

everydaybecauseIknowthat'stheleastIcoulddo.

MyprojectisgoingreallygreatandI'mgladI'mable

tohelpallthewomenI'mhelpingthat'satleastthe

onlywayIcanshowmygratitudetoGod.

AlongthewaytherearepeopleIwishIneverlost,

peopleIknowwouldbehappytoseethatIalso

madeinthislife,itpainsmetoknowthatthereare

peoplewholosttheirlivestryingtosavemeand

thosearethepeopleIwillalwayscarryinmyheart

fortherestofmylife.

WelltodayisthedayIhavebeenwaitingfor,theday

IbecomeMrsKhozaofficiallyI'mbeyondhappyI

don'tevenknowhowtoexpressitinwords.Tobe

honestIthoughtbythistimewewouldhavebroken

upIwasstartingtobelievethatmaybewewerenot

madeforeachother,ItookSbani'sloveforgranted

toomanytimesforhimtobestillheretillthisday.I

treatedhimlikeheowedmesomethingforgetting

thathelovedmethroughmyworstdays,hefellin



lovewithmeknowingverywellthelifeIwasliving

then,IguessifIdidn'tbelieveintruelovenowIdo.

Iwasbrokenbuthepatchedmyscarsandmademe

thewomanIamtoday,IcanneversayhowmuchI

appreciatehimbutIwillletmyactionsspeakfor

themselves.

EverytimeIwanttoexplainhowthislifethingworks

Ijustdon'tknowwhattosaybutallIknowisthatno

onecanbesurethattheyhaveitallfiguredout

becauseitalwaystakesunexpectedturns.

WespentourDecemberholidaysinRichardsbay

anditwasgreateventhoughtheguysmadeuswork

hardjusttogetbackatusfornottellingthemabout

goingtoMpumalanga,imagine.

Sanegavebirthtotwobouncingbabyboyswhich

theirfathernamedSinqobileandManqoba,hesaid

everyoneneededtoknowthattheyareZulubyjust

hearingtheirnames,crazyIknowbuttheirnames

arebeautiful.

ZaneisthreemonthsandIsiphoisnowworking

eventhoughSpheisnothappyaboutthat,Ifeelsad



somehowI'mscaredthatmaybeI'minfertileIhave

beenoffthepillsincethebeginningofthisyearbut

stillI'mnotpregnant.IknowSbaniwantsachildI

meanheisnotgettinganyyoungerI'mjustafraidof

whatwouldhappenifIcan'tgivehimone.

IhearthemsingingoutsideandIgetoffmybedthen

openthecurtainsit'sabeautifulday,Ismilewith

tearsinmyeyesjusttearsofjoyIcan'tbelieveit's

reallyhappening.

Thegirls:Umakotiungowethu

Siyavumauzosiwashela,asiphekele

Siyavuma,siyavuma.

Me:Niyabhimbamarn.

Sane:Haisuka.

Welaughed.

Zane:Friendyoulooksadwhat'sgoingon?

Me:I'mjusthappyZanele.

Isipho:Youneedtogetreadywedon'twanttobe

late.



Sane:Babecheerupyoudeserveit.

Me:CanIgetsomewine?

Lizzy:NoyouwantBhutiSbanitokillus.

LizzyisIsipho'sfriendIdon'tknowifyouremember

herbuttheonethatusedtodateNick,thatwhiteguy

IsipholiedaboutdatingyearsagoIalsodon'tknow

thestorywellbutthat'swhatIsiphotoldussothey

fixedtheirfriendshipandsheisagoodgirl.

Me:Oneglassonly.

Zane:Nopleasegotakeabathit'salreadyprepared

foryou.

Istrippednakedandtheyalllookedatme.

Me:What?

Sane:Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiods?

Me:Lastmonthwhy?

Isipho:Nothingjustgobathbabe.

Ilookedatthemandwenttothebathroomthereis

nowayIcouldbepregnantImeanIwouldknowif

I'mpregnantright?Andbesidesmyperiodswere



normallastmonth.

Ifinishedtakingmybathandwentbacktothemin

myroom,SanewascarryingacryingManqoba.

Me:Letmehelpyou.

Sane:NoThandoyouneedtogetreadyIdon'twant

Sbanitostandinthealtarandthinkyouarenot

coming.

Welaughed.

Me:Stopbeingdramatickusaseearly.

ItookManqobaandhekeptquietimmediately.

Me:YouseeIhavegotmagichands.

Zane:Letmedoyourmakeupthen.

ShedidmymakeupaftershewasdoneIput

Manqobaonmybedbecausehewassleepingand

preparedtogetdressed.

Isipho:Willyourdressfitnjebabeyoulooklikeyou

gainedsomeweight.

Me:What?Isinopleasedon'tsaythat.



Iwasalreadypanicking.

Isipho:I'mjokingchill.

Theyhelpedmegetdressedwhiletheywerealso

gettingdressed,ZaneismymaidofhonourifIcould

Iwouldhavemadeallofthemmymaidofhonours

becausetheyhavebeenmypillarofstrengthbut

what'simportantisthattheyareallhere.

Lizzy:YoulookbeautifulThando.

Me:Thankyoubaby.

Isipho:I'mnotgoingtoliefirsttimehearingyour

storyIcouldn'tbelievehowmybrotherfellinlove

withapersonlikeyoubutthenIgottoknowandI

realisedyouweremadeforhim,therearetimes

whereIwantedtogiveuponyouandwantedmy

brothertodothesamebutIguessit'struewhen

theysaywhat'smeanttobewillbenomatterwhat.

InyouIfoundasisterandafriendandI'mreally

gratefulforthatandpleaseThandodon'teverhurt

mybrother,ifyoufeellikeyouhavehadenoughjust

stayawaybutIknowyouwon't.IloveyouandI

appreciateyou.



Everyoneintheroomwasnowcrying.

Sane:Isiyouareruiningourmakeup.

Me:ThankyouIsithismeansalotespeciallycoming

fromyou,Iloveyoutoo.

Zane:Letmefixyourfacenomoretearsplease.

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Me:Mama.

Mamzo:Ohbabyyoulookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Mamzo:Girlspleasegiveusamoment.

Isipho:Wewillgocheckifthecarsareready.

Zanefinishedmymakeupandalsoleft.

Mamzo:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Happy,nervousandhappy.

Mamzo:I'mgladI'mstillheretowitnessthisdayand

I'mhappyforyousthandwasam.

Me:Thankyoumama.



Mamzo:Forwhat?

Me:Foreverything,youarewonderfulandItruly

believeyouweresentfromheaventoplayaroleof

beingamothertoallofus.

Mamzo:OhThandolwethuIdon'twanttocryand

ruinmymakeup.

Welaughed.

Me:Iloveyou.

Mamzo:OhbabyIloveyoumoreandtheonlyadvice

Ihaveforyouistoalwaysprayforyourhome,for

yourchildrenandyourhusband.Don'teverstayif

youarenothappybecauseyourhappinessmatters

morealwayschooseyoursanityokay?

Me:Okaymama.

Mamzo:Iwilltellthegirlstocomeandgetyou.

Inoddedandsheleft,Itriedwritingmyvowsbut

thenwedecidedweweregoingtospeakfromthe

heart.



Sbani

WellwhatcanIsaylifeislifeandnoonecanever

havethebestdefinitionofiteveniftheytried.I

stoppedtryingtocrackmymindthinkingofthebest

waytodescribelifebecauseitworksinitsownway

andhereIamtodayinasuitwaitingtogetmarried

totheloveofmylife.Thepastfewyearslifehas

beenbadwefacedchallengeafterchallengeandI

startedtobelievethatwewerenotmadefor

happiness,Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutthe

peoplewelostbecauseitallbringsbackthepain

thatIhavebeentryingsohardtoburyinside

becausethat'stheonlywayIcandealwithit.

AfterfindingoutthatGiftdiedandstabbedZakhele

intheprocesswewerealldevastatedespecially

MpendulobutGodandIdlozibeingonourside

Zakhelemadeitandheisherewithustoday.Zane

latertoldusthatsheistheonewhokilledGiftwe

wereshockedbutwecouldn'tpretendlikewecared

sowecelebrated.



Ithinkfromtodayonwardswewillbegettinggood

newsonlyImeansincethisyearbeganwehave

beenhappyreallyhappyandIwishitcouldstaythat

way.Iknowlifeisnotalwayssweetbutwehave

tastedbitternessfarenoughwedeservethisand

everythingelsethat'scomingourway.

IknewthatThandowastheonebutsomedaysI

doubtedherbutthenhereweare.

Idon'tknowhowshefeelsabouthavingababybut

shewouldhavetoforgivemebecausesheisalready

carryingmyseedandI'moverthemoon.

Me:Gentscanyouallgetdressedweneedtoleave.

TJ:Chillhawu.

Me:Don'ttellmetochillI'mnottheonewhoforced

youalltodrinklikefishesyesterday.

Sims:IthinkI'mstilldrunk.

Sphe:Zaneisgoingtokillyou.

Me:Ifyoudon'tgetdressedIwillleavewithoutyou.

WearestillastightaseverIthinkwearemore

closernowaddingZakheletothebrotherhoodthey



areallgreatandIlovethemsomuch.

Zakhele:Canyoualljuststopshoutingandsleep.

Welaughed.

TJ:AndsleephayiudakwengempelawenaZakes.

Me:Guyscanyoustopthisbeforenginishaye.

Sphe:YoualwaysshoutingyiniukorileyiniBafo.

TheylaughedandIsmiled.

Sims:Noway!

Me:YeswaybutThandodoesn'tknowyet.

Zakhele:Hahuzofawena.

Theywereallgettingdressednow.

TJ:Sohowfarisshe?

Me:I'mnotadoctorIdon'tknow.

TJ:Mxm.

Zakhele:SoLizzy...

Wealllookedathim.

Us:Nooo.



Zakhele:What?

Sphe:SoLizzywhat?

Zakhele:Howoldisshe?

Me:Sheisyoungsoforgetit.

Sims:SheisIsipho'sageandSpheandIsiphoare...

Me:Don'tevensayitwenaSpheyouaresucha

traitor.

Welaughed.

Sphe:Hayhay.

Me:GuysthankyouIknowyouhatespeeches

becauseniyakhalabutIwanttotakethistimeand

saythankyouforalwaysbeingthereandfor

remainingmybrother'stillthisday,there'salotI

wanttosaybutweneedtoleavesoIloveyouall

majita.

Them:WeloveyoutooBafo.

WewalkedouttoourcarsIlookedatthemand

ZakheleandSimswerestilldrunk,IrodewithSphe

inthecar.



Sphe:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Happy.

Sphe:Iknowyoufeelwaymorethanhappybutyou

hateexpressingyourself.

Me:YouknowmeverywellBafo.

Sphe:I'mgladyouarefinallyhappyafterallwehave

beenthrough,afterhowyouhavestoodbyallofus

andcarriedallourproblemsinyourshouldersyou

deserveit.

Me:Thanksman.

Sphe:Youlookgoodbytheway.

Me:HaySpheI'mnotreadyforyoutotellmethat

youaregayandyouloveme.

Sphe:YouaresuchanassbutIloveyouman.

Me:IloveyoutooBafo.

Sphe:Areyouready?

Me:KindofnervousbutIam.

Sphe:Melengabeushayeistiff.



Me:NoIneedtobesoberforthis.

Sphe:Let'sdothis.

Wegotoutofourcarsandwentinsidethehall,it

wasbeautifullydecoratedandtherewerelotof

peopleinside.

TJ:Whoareallthesepeople?

Me:Wasjustaskingmyselfthat.

Zakhele:Weshouldjustchasethemoutbazoqeda

ukudlanje.

Welaughedandpeoplelookedatus.

Me:Youarecrazy.

WestoodthereandIwasimpatientlywaitingfor

Thandotoarrive,Iwantedtoseehowbeautifulshe

looked.WhenIsawtheladiescominglooking

beautifulIfeltmyheartbeatingfastandwondered

howmywifelooked,shecameinandtaimaand

Mkhuluwerewalkingherdowntheisletalkabout

drama.



Igotlostinherbeautyandfeltmyeyesgetting

moist,Iwipedatearandlookedather.

Taima:Treatherwell.

Hewhispered.

Mkhulu:Makemorebabies.

Ilaughedmkhuluiscrazyhewasalsowhispering,

afterhandingThandotometheywenttositdown.

Me:Youarebeautiful.

Iwhisperedandsheblushedandmouthedthankyou.

Pastor:Weareheretodaytowitnessthe

matrimonialbetweenThandoandSbani,wewillhear

theirvowssincetheydecidedtospeakfromthe

heart.

Thando:ThefirsttimeIsawyouIknewyouwere

differentfromallthemanIhadknownandmet,the

wayyoulookedatmewasdifferentandIfeltsafe

aroundyounotknowingyouweremysafeplace,not

knowingyouaremypeaceandmyforever.Never

reallybelievedinloveatfirstsightorinloveatallbut

youchangedallthatforthatKhozaIwanttothank



you.Iwanttothankyouforlovingmeandforbeing

patientwithmebecauseIknowIwasapaininthe

ass,Ithoughtyouwouldcomeinmylifeanduseme

thenleaveliketheyalldidbutbecauseyouwere

sentfromaboveyouremainedwithmethroughitall.

NowordscaneverdescribehowIfeelaboutyoubut

Ipromisetoshowyou,Ipromisetotakecareofyou

andtoalwaysbethereforyoutilldeathdouspart.

NgiyakuthandamyeniwamandIrememberthenote

yougavemewhenwefirstmetIdidn'tunderstandit

butnowIknowwhatyoumeantwhenyousaidmina

ngingowakho,I'mallyoursandnothingwillchange

thatMlilo,Hlase,Bhovungane.

ShewasnowcryingIwipedhertearsandlookedat

her.

Me:UhmmwheredoIevenbegin.

"Ekuqaleni"theguysshouted.

Me:WhenIsawyouIknewyouweretheoneforme

andthatwewillspendtherestofourlivestogether,I

rememberIdidnottellyoumynamebutIsaidyou



mustcallmehubbyIguessIpredictedthefuture

becausehereweare.Wehavebeenthroughalot

togetherbutitallmadeusstrong,Iloveyou

ThandolwamnotevenwordscanexpresshowIfeel

butI'mgladIhavemyactionstospeakfor

themselves.Youaremyworld,mypillarofstrength

andmyforever,Ipromisetoloveyou,toprotectyou

andmostimportantlytostandbyyoursidealways.

Togiveyoulotofbabies.

Everyonelaughed.

Me:Andtoprovideforyou,WenaUngowamiIknew

itthenandIstillknowitnowsomatterwhat

happensknowthatnothingcancomebetweenus

becausethisistilldeathdouspart.Iloveyou

mkami.

Pastor:WhatGodhasjoinedtogethernomancan

putasunder,youmaykissthebride.

Wekissedthenlefttotakepictureswitheveryone

else.

Isipho:CongratulationsBhuti.

Theyallcongratulatedus.



Me:Wehavetogoseeyouguysafterthreedays.

Mamzo:Goodwellmykids.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandleftweweregoing

overseastoourhoneymoonwejustcouldn'twait.

Me:MrsKhoza.

Thando:MrKhoza.

Me:WenaUngowami.

Thando:Nowandforever.

Weheldhandswhilethedriverdroveustothe

airportandthisisourhappilyeverafter.

THEEND.


