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01–6years’back

ItwasNovember15andIhadjustgottenoutof

theexamroomandmetupwithmytwobest

friendstalkingaboutmyepicpartythatwas

goingtobeheldatourhouse.MyfriendsAnita

Ngubeni,NalediMaqomaandIliveinNaledi’s

homeinLaLucia,sheinheritedthehousefrom

herlatefather;she’stherichestinthesquad

andshewasdeterminedongivingmethebest

partythateverexistedinthewholeofDurban…

orsoshesays.I’mnoangel,Iparty,Idrink,I

smokeweedbutIamhoweverasmartypants.

Anitaistheangelinthegroup,doesn’tdrinkor

smokebutshedoesgotopartieswithusafter

alotofbeggingofcauseandthenthere’sLedi;

Isthereanythingshedoesn’tdoorhasnot

done?She’shadherfairshareofonenight



stands,blessers,drinks,smokescigarettesand

weed,she’sthatfriendmymomdoesn’tlike

muchbuttoleratesherbecauseIloveherand

sheandIhavebeenfriendssincewewere5.

WemetAnitawhenwewere10,shemovedinto

ourneighbourhoodandshehadnofriendsso

LediandIbefriendedherandnowwearethe

threemusketeers.Iontheotherhandcannotbe

consideredrichorpoor,mymomworkshardto

givemethelifeIdeserve.Mymotherisa

Doctorandwegetalonginanormalmother

daughterway.MyfriendsandIstudyatDUT

citycampus.Istudyphotographyandarts,Ledi

isanactressandAnitaisdoingdanceasher

major;sheisthebestdancerthereis.Sheand

Ledishareclasseseverynowandthen.Wegot

toLedi’scaranddroveofftoGatewaytostock

upsomeboozewiththehelpofAnita’s

boyfriendBonkewhomweweremeetingat

Gateway.WemetupwithBonkeattheparking

lotunderground.Himandhisgirlfriendshareda



momentbeforehimgreetingusproper.

Him:howareyouguys.HappybirthdayYaya

Me:thanks.Otherwisewegoodandyourself?

Him:alsogood.Soisitonlyboozeyouguys

needor?

Me:we’vegottheweed

Ledi:andecstasy

Me:Ledireally?IthoughtIsaidnoecstasy

Ledi:yeahwellIit’salreadybeenboughtandits

comingtonight

Me:whatamIgoingtodowithyou?!

shejustsmiled.ThelasttimeItookecstasyI

landedupinhospitalfor3wholedaysandI

vowednevertotakeitagain.Wellofcause

momfoundoutandshewasn’thappyaboutit

atallbutwegotoveritthankgod.

Him:youareonenaughtygirlNaledi

Her:soI’vebeentold



Ani:canwejustgetwhatwehereforguysI’ve

gotmajorcramps

Me:doesthatmeanyou’llbesleepingintonight?

Him:nobabeyoucan’t

Ledi:shewouldn’tdaredouslikethat

Ani:relaxwouldyou.AllIneedisayoungnap

andthenI’mgood

Him:that’smygirl

Hekissedthesideofherheadandthenwe

walkedinside.Thetwolovebirdswerewalking

behinduswhileLediandIwerewalkinghandin

handlookinglikethehottestlesbians.Lediis

yourtypicalbeautifulyellowbonewith

expensiveweave,bigass,skinnywaistand

beautifulfashionsense.Iamnotskinnyand

alsonotfat,I’masize30basicallywithcurves,

myfriendssayI’manhourglass,I’mnotdark

andI’malsonotlight,Ialsowearweavesbut

notonaregularbasis,Ihavenaturallonghair



andthenAnitaisyourKellyRowland,dark

beauty,beautifulflawlessskin,shehascurves

fordaysandhaslegsfordays.LediandIwere

wearingbluejeanbumshorts,longlength

rippeddenimjacket,whitevestsandwhite

superstarswhileNitawaswearingblackjeans,

whitevestandadenimjacketwithawhite

superstar.Nitadoesn’twearshortthings,she

prettymuchhatesthem.Weboughtenough

alcoholforthewholeyearandalotofmeattoo

andthenwedrovehome.Afewminuteslater

Bonke’sfriendsrockedupandNitawenttotake

hernapupstairswhilewepreparedfortheparty

andeverythingelse.Weweren’tmakingabraai

attheendoftheday,itwasapartywithbooze

andmeatanddrugs.Whenweweredonefixing

thehouseup,Lediwenttolocktheotherrooms

thatweren’tgoingtobeusedandwewentto

getdressedinmyroom,itwasalreadypast6

andpeoplewerearriving.

Ledi:welookhot!



Me:don’twealways?!

Her:let’stakepictures

Me:Ithoughtyou’dneverask

Wewenttostandbythemirrorandstarted

takinglotsandlotsofpictures,shetook

picturesofmeandItooksomeofherand

dozensofselfies.Lediwaswearingaloose

vest,bluejeanbumshorts,andawhiteall-star.I

waswearingashortblackjumpsuitwithlacey

edges,ithadlongsleevesandmyhairwastied

inaloosebunandIwaswearingawhite

platformheelswithblackdetail.Aswewere

walkingoutwebumpedintoNitawearingacute

shortwhitedress,wellitwasslightlyabovethe

kneewhichisquiteanimprovementfromherof

allpeople,shetiedherhairupneatlyandworea

navywedge.

Me:wellsomebodyisdefinitelygettinglaid

tonight!

Ledi:yeahsheis.Youlookhot!I’mgladyou



finallysawthelight

Nita:screwyouguys!

Me:sheswearstoo?Whoareyouandwhat

haveyoudonetoourfriend?

Shelaughed.

Her:youguysaresoannoying!

Me:butyouloveusstill.Howarethecramps?

Her:betteractually.Thepillsworked

Ledi:toldyoutheywould.Comelet’stake

pictures

Nita:reallyguys

Me:it’smybirthday

Ipouted

Nita:itstomorrowdummy

Me:still.It’smyparty

Nita:fine.Let’stakethemthen

Wegotinsidemyroomandtookmorepictures.



Wewereslayingonanotherlever.Whenwe

weredonewewalkedoutandIlockedandgave

thekeytoAnita,Iknowthatshe’stheonlyone

thatwasn’tgoingtogetsloshed.Whenwegot

downstairsNitawenttoherboyfriendandmy

twinnieandIwenttogetourselvessomebooze,

themusicwaspumpingandpeoplewere

dancingandenjoyingthemselves.Everytime

wepassedsomeonetheywouldwishmea

happybirthdayorcomplimentmeonthe

awesomeparty.Mostpeoplethatwerethere

werepeoplewegotoschoolwithandsome

randomsIdidnotknow.Igotmyselfabottleof

hunter’sgoldandwentouttothepoolarea

leavingLediminglingwiththisotherguy.Iwent

tothestonersofcause.MyclassmateswhomI

smokewithwereallchillingtogetherwithsome

girlI’veonlyeverseenoncampus,thechick

wasflamesandtheseothertwoguyswhowere

intheirthirdyear!Igreetedeveryoneandsaton

thisotherguySihle’slap.



Him:ofallthesepeopleyouchooseme

Me:youknowIloveyouthemost

Ikissedhischeek.YouseeSihleisthatfriend

that’sdeepinsidethefriendzoneandnever

comingout.He’sthatguypeopleeventhinkis

gaybecauseofhowgoodhelooks.Wemetat

thebeginningoftheyearandwe’vebeentight

eversince,nottosayhe’snevertriedhisluck

butheknowswe’llnevergetanywhere.

Athi:youtwoshouldjustdatealready

Chick:theynotanitem?

Siya:nope.He’sdeepinthefriendzone

Me:I’msorrywehaven’tmet

Isaidtothegirl

Her:AsemahleBess

Me:asinAmahleandDamonBess’sdaughter?

Her:yes.

Me:nice.I’mYandiswaGxaba



Shenodded

Her:Iknow.

Siya:howcomeyouneversaidthattomewhen

wemet

Me:becauseyourparentsmaybetheishbut

Asemahle’srunthisworlddude.

Tom:mahnshegotyou!

Siya:youclearlydon’tknowwhoIam

Me:youareSiyabongaNkohla,sonofSiyanda

andZukisaNkohla.NephewofSibusisoNdaba

andSageNdaba.Comeondudedon’ttrip

Her:howdoyouguysknoweachother?

Me:hewasthefirstguywhoevermackedon

meatDUT

Tom:youmackedonher?

Siya:lies!

Athi:it’strue.Hejustcouldn’thelphimself



Her:yourmomwouldbesodisappointed.So

youtwoneverdidanything?

Siya:Igotintoherpants

Me:hemeanshe’sstilltryingto

Her:what’sthedeal?

Sihle:wellmyfriendoverherehasarule.She

doesn’tdoguysfromhercampusbecauseit

willcauseawkwardvibes

Her:whyareyoulikemytwin?Hehasthesame

rule

Siya:yourtwin’srulesarescrewedupthou!

Wherewillhemeetgirlsifnotoncampus?

Her:clubsandotherfunctionsoutsideHoward

Tom:heandYandineedtomeet

Tom,SihleandIwereinthesameclassand

thenAthiandSiyawereourseniorsdoingthe

samecoursebutbecausewestonerswe

becamefriends.Weallmetthisyearbutyou



wouldswearI’veknownthemforaverylong

time.TomsitsinfrontofSihleandIinclass

andhejusthappenedtolikemeandmyartand

Sihle,wemetonourfirstdayofschoolduring

breaktime;hewassittingaloneandIfeltpity

forhimandsoIwenttotalktohimandwe’ve

beenfriendssince.ImetAthiandSiyaonmy

firstdayofschoolafterschoolwhenIwas

waitingforthegirlsbythegate.

Athi:thatboywilldieyoung.SurelyMamaBess

isnothappywithhislifestyle

Me:okokokenoughaboutyourbrother.I’mthe

birthdaygirlhere,ya’llshouldbetalkingabout

me

Theyalllaughedatme.HonestlyIwasjustsick

ofhearingaboutthisBessbrotherIknow

nothingabout.Wellactuallyit’snotthatIdon’t

knowtheguybutthere’sliterallynothingabout

himonsocialmediaandI’veneverseenthe

guy’spicturesever.ImeantheBessesarein



thespotlightbuttheirkidsaren’t,Ihave

AsemahleonmyFacebookbutIdidn’tthink

thatshewasDamon’sdaughterandit’smyfirst

timeseeingherupclosesoyouunderstand

whyitwasashockmeetingher.ImeanMiss

Besswasatmyparty!

Sihle:that’stheYandiIknow.Attentionseeker

fordays

Ismiled.

Me:comelet’sgodance.I’mhighnow

Athi:sincewhenareyoualightweight?

Me:sinceI’mdrinkingandI’monmythirdbottle

already

IpulledSihle

Him:nahgowithoutmemate

Her:I’llgowithyou

Me:yougetawesomebytheminute

Wewenttothedancefloorandwestarted



dancing,shewasagooddancershocking

enough.Wewerethosegirlsonthedancefloor,

peoplehadtheireyesonus.IthinksheandI

willbegoodfriendsifthiswashowshewas

outsidecampus.Whenweweretiredwewent

tothebartodosomeshorts.Itwasmy18th

birthdaymeaningIwasallowed.

“MelodyIthinkthat’senough”

Iturnedtolookatthepersontalkingandgood

Godhewasflames.Hehadsuperdarkhair,

smalleyesormydrunkeyesweredeceivingme

butthisguywasflames.Hewaswearinga

leatherjacket,whitet-shirt,blackjoggersand

whitesneakers.Icouldn’tseehimproperly

becausehewasstandingontheothersideof

Asemahleandhehadshadeson.Whothehell

putsshadesoninsideahouseatnight?

Her:DerrickI’moldenough

Him:thenstopbehavinglikeyounot.This

massivedrinkingneedstostop



Her:I’msorrymybrotheristhisrude.Yandiswa

meetDerrickBess

Me:hi

Iwavedmyhand.Hedidn’trespond,hejust

focusedonhissisterwhowassuperdunk

Him:let’sgohome

Her:wedidn’tcomeheretogetherMelo

Him:eitheryougetupatfreewillorIpickyouup

andputyouonmyshoulderandwalkoutwith

you

Me:canIsaysomething?

Icouldfeelhiseyespierceonmyskinbehind

thoseshadeshewaswearing.Therewas

somethingintimidatingabouthim.

Him:talk

Me:Icantakeyoursisterupintomyroomuntil

shesobersup

Her:yes.Yandiswawilllookafterme



Him:she’sasdrunkasyou

Her:yes,butthisistheirplacesoI’msafe.Right

Yandi?

Inodded.Helookedatmeforawhile

Him:ifanythinghappenstoherIwon’thesitate

tohurtyou!

Inoddedcreepedout.Whatwasthisguy’sdeal

anyway?Iwassuddenlysoberandnothigh

anymore.

Me:let’sgochilloutside,itshotinhere

Her:I’msorryonbehalfofmybrother.Hecan

beanassattimes

Me:it’snobigdeal

Her:don’tlethimintimidateyou.He’sasoftie

-yeahrightasifIbuythatshiiit-

Me:sureheis.Let’sjustgo

Wewalkedouttotheguyswewerewithbefore.



Sihle:buddyorganiseussomemeat

Me:there’sthebraaiovertheremate

Ase:guesswhojustmettheMightyDerrick

Bess

Athi:noway?You?

Hepointedatme.

Siya:and?

Me:he’sterrifying!

Theyalllaughedatme

Siya:that’scauseyoudrunkandhigh

Me:IthinkI’msobernow

Theyallcrackedupinlaughter.Truststonersto

laughateverything.Wespokeforawhilebefore

megettinguptogogetthemthismeatthey

askedfor.Igot2fullplatesandtookthemto

wherewewereseatedandwealldugin,mahn

themeatwaswelldoneandittastedgoodtoo.

AfterchillingwithmyniggasIwenttofindmy



bestieandIfoundhermakingoutwithsome

randomguyfromschool,trustLeditomakethe

mostofaparty.
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SeeingthatIwasn’twinningwithmysisterwho

drinkstothepointofnoreturn,Idecidedtostay

atthisparty.Itwasn’tmyscenebutIwas

enjoyingmyself.Thesekidssureknewhowto

throwaparty.MysisterwaschillingwithSiya,

Athi,YandiswaandagroupofotherguysIdid

notknow,theyhadocurpipeinthemiddleand

theyalsohaddrinks.Yandiswawasbeautifulno



doubt,therewasjustsomethingaboutherthat

madeyouwanttoknowherbuttherewasalso

somethingchildishaboutherandIdon’tdokids.

IamMelokuhleDerrickBess,sonofAmahle

NgesiBessandDamonBess.Iamturning20

thisDecemberandletmetakeyouthroughthe

lifeofthegreatAmahleandDamonBess’sson.

It’snotasprettyasitlooksyouknowbutwe

dealanyway.IamalawstudentatUKZN

Howard,thesameplacewheremyfather

studiedhislawandobtainedhisdegree.Ididn’t

studylawbecauseIwantedtobutbeingthe

onlyboyamongstgirls,Ihadnochoicebecause

whoelseisgoingtorunBESSwhenmyfather

dies?ThesurnameBesscomeswithdozensof

burdenssuchthatonmyInstagramIam

MelokuhleNgesitoavoidanymedia

interactions.Mysisterwasnotalwaysaheavy

drinker;shebecamethispersonafterwelost

ourgrandmotherBomitoatragicdeath.She

andgrandpaDanieldiedinacarcrashontheir



waytoMthathaafterIyana’sbirthdaydinner,

theydiedonthespotandthingshaven’tbeen

thesameformemysiblingseversince.Mom

didn’ttakeitwellbutthenwhocouldblameher?

Shelockedherselfupuntilthefuneral.Itwas

verybadwitnessinghergothroughthat.The

restofmylifeyouwillhearastimegoesby.I

wentinsidetochillbythebarandminuteslater

Iwasjoinedbyanoldfriend,Bonke.

Him:heybuddy

Me:heywhat’sup?

Him:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat.Youtheone

wearingshadesindoors

Me:thesonofDamonBessneedstokeepa

lowprofileatalltimes

Him:yourlowprofilewillbethereasonyoudie

singleandaloneasshole

Me:hahahahow’stheMrs?

Him:she’sgreatactually.Annoyingattimesbut



great.WhenisthemightyMelogettingintoa

seriousrelationship?

Me:nowIknowyoudrunkwhenyoustart

askingmeshiitlikethat

Hechuckled.

Him:whatisitwithyouandrelationships?

Me:lookatthelifeyoulivingandtellmethat

youreallyhappywiththewaythingsare

BonkeandAnitahavebeentogetherforayear

nowandhehasnotoncehitit,IsayAnitahas

issuesbutmyfriendherelovesherthewayshe

isandfunnyenough;hehasnevernotonce

cheatedonher.

Him:I’mhappy.I’mwiththegirlofmydreams

Me:andsex?

Him:sexisnotthatimportantinarelationship

Me:youonlysayingthatbecauseyounot

gettingany.Anywaythingsareworkingforyou



thewaytheyarebuddy,letthemworkformeas

theyare

Him:Irestmycase.

Ilaughedathimasheraisedhishandsupasa

signofdefeat.Thisguywasraretofind;Ihope

Anitaknewhowluckyshewastohavehim.

BonkeandImetataclublastyearandwe’ve

beenfriendssince.Iliketokeepmycirclesmall

meaningthatIhaveafewfriendsandIdon’tdo

socialnetworks,wellIhaveInstagramandmy

accountisprivate.Havingseenwhat,themedia

hasputmyparentsthrough,Idecidedtolimit

mycontactwiththeworld.Myonlyrealfriends

arethepeopleIgrewupwith;SiyabongaNkohla,

LucasBess(mycousinandpartnerincrime)

andmysiblingsandothercousins.Whilewe

weredrinkingandtalkingAnitacametous,well

herboyfriend.

Her:heybaby

Shekissedhimonhischeek.Andthenwaved



herhandatmeandIwavedmineback

Him:MelothisismygirlfriendAnita;Nitathisis

Melokuhle

Her:nicetofinallymeetyouMelokuhle

ShesaidpullingherhandoutandIshookit

Me:callmeMelo.Everyonedoes

Shesmiled.Anitawasadarkbeauty,flawless

skinandall.Shewasastraightup10andIdid

notevenneedalcoholinmysystemtonotice

that.Theylookedhappy,forasplitsecondI

actuallywantedwhattheyhadtogetherbut

thenagainitdisappearedwheniireminded

myselfofthethingshewasn’tgettinginthe

relationship.

Him:what’supbabe?

Her:IcametotellyouthatIamofftobed.

Theseheelsarekillingme

Me:whydoyougirlswearthoseanyways?I

meanthisisyourhouseright?



Shenodded

Me:whynotpartyinsneakersorsomething

BKlaughedandsodidshe

Her:theaimistolookgoodatalltimes.In

schoolmygirlsandIhavearepandwewould

liketomaintainitatalltimes

Me:girls

Her:lookatyou.Youindoorsandyouwearing

shades

Him:that’sbecausethemightDerrickBess

wantsto…uhhmwhat’sthewordagain?Keepa

lowprofile

Her:youMelokuhleDerrickBess?

Me:yousoundsurprised?

Her:Iamactually.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Idon’tunderstand

Her:youthatguy



Sheclickedherfingerstryingtothinkofaword

touse

Me:richguy?

Her:notthewordIwaslookingforbutitalso

works.Youthekindofguythatattendsserious

partiesandisalwaysintheVIPsection

Me:Ihavenoideawhereyougotyour

information

Her:Idon’tmeanitlikethatbutIhopeyouget

mypoint.Thisisahouseparty

Him:hahahahashehasyoucorneredbro

Ichuckled.Thisgirlwastoohippy,inagood

way.Shelookedallinnocentandwithoutsin,I

didn’tunderstandhowherandYandiswawere

evenfriends.

Me:BKhereinvitedmetocomeoverandI

figuredwhynot?!Iactuallypreferhouseparties

overclubsbecauseathouseparties’girlsaren’t

tryingsohardtogetlaidortryingtogetniggas



buythemalcohol

Her:wow.

Myvibratedinmypocket.

Me:nottoberudebutpointmetothe

bathroomplease,Ineedsomewherequiet

JustthenthisYandiswachickappearedand

camestraighttoAnitafollowedbymysister.

Her:honeybubucanIhavemyroomkeyplease

Anitagaveittoher

Nita:YandipleasetakeMelotoaquieterplace

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoebefore

respondingIcouldfollowthem.Mysisterwas

supersloshed,shewasblabbingandsaying

thingsthatmadenosenseatall.Yandiswawas

quietthiswholetime.Wegottothisroomand

sheopenedthedoorandledmysistertobed.

Theroomwasprettyactuallywithmirrorcloset.

Her:wellthebathroomisoverthere



Shepointedatabrowndoor,Ithankedherand

wentinside.Myphonehadstoppedringingby

thetime.ItrangagainandItookit.itwasmom

whichonlymademeworry

//Me:Boobie

Her:honeywhereareyou?

Me:ataparty.What’sup?

Her:it’syoursister.She’satthehospital

Me:whatdoyoumean?Momwhatareyou

talkingabout?

Iyanaisengagedtothisguyshewenttoschool

withandsheis4monthspregnant,sheworks

atmom’scompanyandshelovesitthere.Her

futurehusbandisanengineer.Iwashopingand

prayingthatmysisterandherbabywereok.

Thisisthelastthingthefamilyneeds.

Her:honeypleasejustcometothehospitaland

comewithyoursisterifyoucan.I’vebeentrying

tocallherbutshehasn’tbeenansweringher



phone

Me:onmywaymom//

IwasworriedaboutIya.Whenshewas18,we

learntthathermotherdiedwhilegivingbirthto

herandthathermothersortofkindofraped

ourfather.Shedidn’ttakeitsowellshamebut

sherecoveredwithtimeandtherightguyinher

life.Itdidkindofputadentonherrelationship

withourparentsbuteventuallythingsworked

outforthebetterbecausemomlovedher

regardlessofhowshecameabout.Having

heardwhatmomanddadhavebeenthrough

together,it’sthereasonIfiguredrelationships

weren’tforme.Mysurnameisablessinganda

curse,itcarriesalotoffriendsandalotof

enemiestooandIwouldn’twanttoputanyone

throughthat,henceIkeepalowprofileandstay

awayfromrelationships.Iwashedmyfaceand

thenwalkedoutofthebathroom.Yandiswa

wassittingontopofthebed.



Her:everythingok?

Me:yeah.Ihavetogo

Her:yousureeverything’sok?

Me:justlookaftermysisterplease.I’llcome

fetchherinthemorning

Her:rudemuch

Shesaidrollinghereyesandopeningthedoor

formeandthenshelockedafterme.Ilefther

upstairsandrushedtomycaranddroveoffto

thehospital.WhenIgottheremom,dadand

Kungawowereinthewaitingroomlookingall

restless.

Me:where’sIyana?isthebabyok?

Dad:where’syoursister?Idon’tknow.Itried

callingherbutIcouldn’treachher

Momgotuptohugme.

Her:you’vebeendrinking

Me:oneortwobeers



Her:youcouldhavebeenarrestedMelokuhle!

-herecomestrouble-

Dad:we’lltalkaboutthisathome

Me:I’msleepingatmyapartmentdad

Him:don’ttestmeDerrick

DadonlyevercalledmeDerrickwhenhewas

madwhilemomcalledmeMelokuhleand

spokeinXhosawhenshewasmad.Ididn’t

understandwhytheywerebeingsodramatic

becauseImadeherealive.Iknewbetterthanto

arguesoIjustkeptquietandsatnexttoNgawo

Me:she’sgoingtobeok

Him:thanks

Justthenadoctorwalkeduptous.

Him:uhhmhelloeveryone.IamdoctorMishka.

IhavejustsedatedyourdaughterMrBess;she

shouldwakeupfine

Me:andthebaby?



Him:I’msosorry.Thebabydidn’tmakeit

Dad:whatdoyoumean?

Him:shelostalotofbloodMrBess.Therewas

nothingwecoulddotosavethebaby

Me:butwhatcouldhavecausedhertomiscarry.

Idon’tunderstand

Him:itcouldhavebeenstressorotherthings

suchasstrenuousactivities…

Mom:butwecameforacheck-upjustlast

weekandyoutoldusthateverythingwas

normalandinplace

Him:I’msorryMrsBessbuttherewasreally

nothingIcoulddo

Ngawo:canIseeher?

Hesaidsoftlywithhisvoicebreaking.

Dr:she’ssleeping

Dadgavetheguythatscarylookofhisthat’s

almostcompellingandthedoctoradded



“pleasecomethisway”

HeleftwithNgawoandIwasleftwithmy

parents.Momjustsatdownfeelinghopeless

anddadwenttositnexttohertocomforther.

Her:theyweredoingsowell,thebabywas

healthyandsowasshe.Whatwentwrong

Damon?

Shesaidinbetweentears.Youseemymom

oncehadamiscarriageontheyearmyBess

grandparentsdiedandshedidn’ttakeitsowell,

sheneededtherapytogetthroughthehorrorso

forherdaughtertogothroughwhatshewent

through;itwasheartbreaking.Momhaslost

waytoomanypeopleinherlife,shehaslost

parents,grandparents,stepparent,herinlaws,

herunbornbaby,herbestFriend-Iyana’smom

andherhighschoolfriendAlexwhodiedgiving

birthtoherbabyandtheybothnevermadeit.

soyouseewhatImeanwhenIsayshehaslost

alotofpeople?!Iapplaudthatwomanbecause



sheisverystrong.

Dad:IwishIcouldansweryouBoobie.Ireally

do

Her:Iyanaisnotstrongenoughtohandlethis

Damon

Him:shhhh.Wewillhelphergetthroughthisok?

Iwasjustsittingtherenotknowingwhattodo

orsay.Ijustwantedmysistertobeok,mom

wasn’tlyingaboutIyananotbeabletohandle

this,Iyanaisthesamepersonwhowasonce

diagnosedwithdepressionafterfindingout

aboutherrealmothersothiswasgoingtoslip

herrightbackintothatdarkphaseofherlife.

Me:weneedtobestrongforhermom

Ibrushedherback.Shegotoutofdad’sarms.

Her:andwherethehellisAsemahle!Dammit!

Icouldn’tbustmytwin;IknowIwaswrongbut

shewasgoingtobeindeepshiitiftheyknew

whereshewas.It’snotthattheparentsdidn’t



wantustopartyoranythingbuttheywantedus

totakeitdownanotch.Nothingthatwould

taintthefamilynameorembarrassanyofthem.

AftergrandmaandgrandpaHlathi’sdeath,

Melodywasoncediagnosedwithalcohol

poisoningandfromthereonmomanddadtold

ustolayoffofthebooze.Mysisterontheother

handistherebelliousone,butasmuchasshe

canberebellious,shedoesn’tdrinkonschool

days,shedrinksheavilyduringholidays.Wesat

atthehospitaluntilwewerecertainthatIyana

wasok,welldadsuggestedthatwecomevisit

hertomorrowmorning.Whenwegothome

everyonewastoodrainedtoargue-thankgod-

weallheadedtoourroomsandIwenttopack

upAsemahlethingstochangefortomorrow.I

wasn’tgoingtogowiththeparentstothe

hospital,IwasgoingtomakeupaliesothatI

cantakeMahle’sthingstoherbeforewehead

tothehospital.

.
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Iwokeuptomyphoneringingnonestop,I

checkedthescreenanddoctorGxaba’spicture

showedup,Ilookedatthetimeanditwas6am.

Isleptat4ambecauseIwastoobusycleaning

withmyfriendsandmakingsurethateveryone

wasgone.IwashesitanttoanswerbutI

answeredanyway

//”happybirthdaytoyou….Happybirthdayto

you.HappybirthdaydearYandiswa.Happy

birthdaytoyou.Howoldareyounow?...how

oldareyounow?Howoldareyounow?How

oldareyounow?...hip-hiphooray.Hip-hip



hooray.”

Me:I’m16again.MorningDrGxaba

Her:heywhathappenedtobeingcalledmom

Me:whenhaveIevercalledyouthat?

Her:whatever.Morningtoyoutoobaby,how

areyou?

Me:hungoverandhowareyou?

Her:youknowIdon’twantthisthingofyou

drinking!

Me:reallymomwedoingthis?Now?

Her:whenareyoucominghome.Iknowyou

donewriting

Me:I’llbebacknextmonthonthe15mom.

Her:NoYandiswaIneedyoubackhome.Ihave

aconferenceIneedtoattend

Me:thenleavethekeyatAnita’shome,I’llfetch

itthere



Her:noYandiswawhyareyoubeinglikethis

Me:momit’smybirthday.Canwedothis

anothertimeplease//

MomtriedcallingmeagainbutIjustswitched

myphoneoffandwokeuptopee.MelodyBess

overherewasstillsleeping.WhenIgotoutof

thebathroomIwentdownstairstocuremy

hangover.IbumpedintoBonkecarrying2bowls

ofcerealheadingoutthekitcheninnothingbut

briefs.HewasshockedtoseemeasmuchasI

wasshockedtoseehimtoo.TheguywashotI

havetoadmit.HehadthoseRugbyplayer

bodies,butthenagainthisguyplayedrugby

backinschoolatDaleinKingWilliamsTown-

EasternCape.

Me:wellmorning.

Him:morning

HelookedembarrassedandIcouldn’thold

backthelaughter.



Him:Ishouldgo

Me:notsofast

Ipushedhiminsidethekitchen.

Him:what?

Me:sohowwasit?

Him:howwaswhat?

Me:IknowyoubrokeAnita’svirginity.Howwas

it?

Him:wearesonotdiscussingthis

Me:I’mjustcurious.Myfriendhasbeenavirgin

herwholelifeandthensuddenlyyourockup

andyoubreakher,Iwantdetails.Howdidyou

convinceher?

Him:Ididn’tconvinceher,sheconvincedme

Me:mmmmhIsee.

Him:canIgonow?!

Me:Youstillhaven’tansweredonequestion.



Howwasit?Ihopeyoudidn’tscrewherbrains

out

Him:Imadelovetoher.Relax.Itwasgreat,the

waitwasworthit

Me:BonkeifyoudarebounceIwillmurderyou

withmyownbarehands

Him:geeez

Me:BonkeI’mserious.

Him:IloveAnita.Relax

Me:thathadbetterbetrueorelseIwillsaw

yourballstogetherwithoutevenblinking

Him:I’moutofhere.Youarecreepy!

Withthathewalkedoutlaughing.JustasIwas

abouttotakeoutcoldwaterfromthefridge

therewasaknockonthedoor.Idrankthepills

inmyhandandwenttoanswerthedoor.Before

mestoodthemosthandsomeguyIhaveever

seeninDurban.Hiscolognesmelledfamiliar

though,hewaswearingshades…itthenclicked.



MelokuhleBess…

Me:its6am.Whatdoyouwant?

Him:aren’twerude?

Me:Ilearnfromthebest

Isaidsarcastically.Iwalkedtothecupboardto

takeoutcereal.

Him:I’msorryformybehaviourlastnight

Me:yeahwhatever!

Iturnedwithmybowlandfoundhimstanding

soclosetomethatyoucouldactuallyhearmy

heartbeat.thistimehehadtakenhisshades

off.Hehadhisfather’seyesthat’sforsure,they

wereperfectlyshapedandhispupilswere

brown.Hewaswearingavestwhichshowed

offhistattoosonhisonearmandanotheron

thesideofhischest.Theoneonthearmwas

tinybirdsandIcouldn’ttellwhattheonehidden

bythevestwas.Hesmelledsodamngood.He

wascarryinganovernightbag.Hetooksome



cerealfrommybowlandputitinhismouthand

thenwalkedawayfromme.

Him:youhavegoodtasteincereal

Ijustlookedathim.Whywasthisguyso

intimidating?Andthisiscomingfromsomeone

who’snotevenintimidatedbyherlecturesor

mom.

Me:yoursisterisinmyroomsleeping

Him:thengowakeherup.Idon’thaveallday

Me:youmustthinkI’moneofthedozen

servantsattheBessmansionhuh?Youcame

foryoursister;yougowakeherup!Ifthisis

howyouspeaktoyourservantsattheBess

residence,thenIfeelsorryforthem.Youdon’t

deservethem!

Helookedatmeinshock.Iwasmadthathe

wouldtreatastrangerlikethat.Onethingabout

meisIhatesnobs.Naledimaybeonebutshe

hasrespect.Ipouredcoldmilkandthensat



down,hewasstilllookingatme.Iprefermy

milocerealwithcoldmilk.Helookedatmeone

moretimebeforewalkingout,bumpinginto

Naledionhiswayout.Shecametomeall

smilesandcheckedthecoastfirstbefore

talking.

Her:whothehellwasthat?

Me:morningtoyoutoo

Her:morninghoneyboo.Nowwhowasthat

yumminess?

Shesaidtakingaspoonfullofmycereal

Me:getyourownidiot

Her:nowwhywouldIdothat?Heishotbythe

way

Me:thatisMelokuhleBess.He’sanasshole!

Her:justthewayyoulikethembuddy

Me:what?HellnoIwouldneverbewiththat

guyinamillionyears.Iwouldratherdiethanbe



withhim

Her:yep.Youlikehim.SowhatisMrBess

doinghere?Atourplace?

Me:tofetchhissister.

Her:lastnightwasthatepichuh?Tobegraced

bytheBesstwins!Wow!

Me:yousureknowhowtohostapartymy

friend

Her:we!

Me:sowhodidyouwinlastnight?

Her:hahahahaIdon’tkissandtell.

Shesaidimitatingzippinghermouth

Me:youknowyouwanttospill.Ishestillinyour

room?

Her:heleftagesagosweetie.Itwassomerich

boywho’sintownfortheweekendandhe

wantstohaveagoodtime.Heevenofferedto

sponsortonight’sdinnerparty



Me:no.wenotdoingthat

Her:toolate.HebookedusinatICCArena.

He’saguyhereonbusinessandIwon’tever

havetoseehimagain

Me:Idon’tknowwhyIloveyoubutdammit!

Shekissedmycheek.

Her:justsaythankyouandtellmeI’mthebest

that’severlived.

Shesaidwalkingtothecupboardtomake

herselfsomethingtoeat

Me:sohowoldisthisone?

Her:28

Me:car?

Her:Porsche

Me:nice.Watch?

Her:Rolexbaby.

Me:sowhat?Isheyournewblesser?



Her:fortheweekend.Mywordhiscologne!

Me:sowhereishefrom?

Her:he’sfromLA.Heworksinmarketingfora

living,he’salwaysontheroad

Me:Isee.

“whatdoyousee?”

Anitawalkedinwearingarobewithsuper

messyhair.

Me:nothing.sohowwaslastnight?Orthis

morning?Orboth

Her:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ledi:noway!Noflippingway!

Nita:whatareyouguystalkingabout?

Ledi:youhadsex

Nita:what?

Ledi:it’sprettyobvious.Didyouguysusea

condom?



Idon’tknowhowNaledidoesitbutevenwhenI

lostmyvirginitysheknew,Ididn’thavetosay

anything,shejustknew

Nita:howdoyouknow?

Ledi:Ijustknow.details

Nita:youguysnevertoldmethataDwasthat

big

Me:that’sbecausewedidn’tknowBonke’swas.

Ledi:thebiggerthebetterbaby.

Nita:itwassopainfulandthecondomwasn’t

makingthingsanybetter

Me:yeahwellwithtimeyouguysaregoingto

losethecondomanditwillbethebestever

Her:nexttime?I’mneverhavingsexagain!

LediandIlookedateachotherandlaughedour

assesoff.

Her:what?

Me:honeythat’swhatweallsaidafterourfirst



time.

Ledi:whenyoudostopusingthecondom

pleasegooncontraceptives.Thelastthingwe

needisyoufallingpregnant

Nita:Itoldyouguys,I’mneverdoingitagain

Me:butyouenjoyedit?

Shesmiledandcoveredherfacewithherhands.

Ledi:damnrightshedid.Ourlittlebirdyhas

finallyleftthenest.WelcometoHoeVille

Me:noNaledi.Shewon’tenduplikeyou!

Andjustaswewerelaughingandchattingupa

storm,MelokuhleBess’scolognefilledthe

room.Hewalkedinemptyhanded.

Him:morning’s

Nita:didyousleephere?

Him:nope,Icamethismorningtobringmy

sistersomeclothestochange

Nita:aren’tyouthesweetest.Haveyoumetmy



friends?ThisisNalediandthisisYandiswa

Ledismiledandwavedandhewavedback

whileIfinishedupmycereal.Nitagavemea

stare

Me:wealreadymet

Her:Ihopeyouplayednice

Me:youshouldbedirectingthattohim.He’s

therudeone

Istoodupandwenttowashmybowlinthesink,

hewasstandingintheway.

Me:excuseme

Hemovedaside.

Me:thanks.

Ledi:soMrBess,anygirlfriend?

Him:hahahauhhmwhydoyouask?

Ledi:answermefirstandthenI’llansweryou

Him:Idon’tdorelationships.



Icouldfeelhiseyespiercerightthroughmy

skin.

Ledi:why?

Him:answermefirstandthenI’llansweryou

Ichuckled.Wasthisguyforreal?

Ledi:yougotme.I’mjustcuriousthat’sall.Now

why?

Him:theyareawasteoftime

Nita:funnyforyoutosaythatbecausethat’s

whatYandiswaalsobelieves

Him:Isee

Me:Ineversaidtheywereawasteoftime.I

onlysaiddatingorscrewingoncampuswasa

wasteoftime

Him:soyoudon’thaveaboyfriend?

Ledi:she’sassingleastheword.Herlast

boyfriend

Me:hedoesnotneedtoknowaboutmy



personallife!Thankyouverymuch

Ledi:butit’saninterestingstory.

Me:NalediNo

Nita:letsdropitLediplease

Ledi:fine!

Sherolledhereyes.Walkedoutandwenttomy

roomtowash.IfoundAsemahlegetting

dressed,herdresswasjustplainbeautiful.This

girlhadstylefordays

Me:lovethedress

Her:thanks.Itwasabirthdaypresentfrommy

brother

Me:hehasgreattaste

Shesmiled.

Me:everythingok?Youlooklikeyou’vebeen

crying

Her:mysisterhadamiscarriage



Me:Iamsosorry.

Her:yepsoam.Thanksforlettingmecrash

here,you’reacoolchick

Me:thankyou.I’mreallysorryaboutyoursister

Shesmiledandnodded.

Her:what’syournumber?

Icalleditoutforherandshepuncheditinher

phone.

Her:thanks

Me:youwelcome.

Her:thisDecemberisourbirthdayandI’dlike

foryoutocomethrough

Me:uhhhmthankyou

Her:you’reacoolchick

Me:youtoo.I’dlovetocome.

Her:wellI’lltextyouallthedetailswhen

everythinghasbeenfinalisedok?



Me:yeahsure.Thanks

Her:IshouldgoanddealwithwhyIwas

unreachablelastnight

Me:sorry

Her:it’scool.Ismybrotherstillhere?

Me:inthekitchendownstairs

Her:awesome.ByYandiswaIhopetoseeyou

soon

Me:I’msureyouwill

Withthatshewalkedoutwithherthingsand

headeddownstairs.Itookmyclothesoffand

wenttoshowerfirstbeforemakingmybed.

WhenIwasdoneIbrushedmyteethanddidthe

necessarythenwalkedtomyroom,stillnaked.

Melokuhlewalkedinpressinghisphone

Him:Iamsosorry

Me:knockmuch?

Iquicklyturnedaroundcoveringmyassets.He



threwatowelatmeandIbentdowntopickit

up,stillnotlookingathim.Iwrappeditaround

mybodyandthenturnedtolookathim

Him:niceassandboobs

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:Iforgotmyshades.

Me:takethemandleave

Hescannedmyroomandwenttothedressing

tableandtookthem.

Him:youneednotbeashamedofyourbody,its

perfect

Me:getoutplease

Hewalkedoutwithanaughtysmile.MrBess

hadaverynicesmile.Iwenttolockmydooras

soonashegotout.

.
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IfYandiswadoesnothavethebestbonergiving

body,thenIdon’tknowwhodoes!She’sanhour

glass,curvesandall.Herboobsarethemost

prettiestboobsIhaveeverseen!Everything

aboutherisjustbeautiful.Iwouldlovetotap

thatthat’sforsure.Igotintothedriver’sseatall

smilesthinkingaboutthegoodshowIjusthad.

OnethingIdidn’tlikeaboutYandiswawasher

attitude.Itreallystinks.Shewasannoyingina

notsocutewayeven.Istartedthecar,Iwas

drivingmom’sAstonMartinwhichshedidn’t

driveanymoreanyway.

Ase:how’dyougethertoborrowyouthekeys?

Me:she’svulnerablesoshe’lldoanythingtoget



meoutofherhair

Her:luckyyou.Favouritechild

Me:youknowthat’snottrue.Sowhat’syourlie

goingtobethistime?

Her:tellherIwassleepingoveratafriend’s

houseandmyphonewasoff

Me:youthinktheygoingtobuyit?

Her:daddywill.Healwaysdoes

Me:alcoholisthereasondadconfiscatedyour

keysMelody

Her:pleasenotnowDerrick.

Me:youneedtoquitthisexcessivedrinking

Her:Ionlydrinkoccasionally,chill

Me:youknowtheparentsdon’twantyou

drinkingatallandI’mstartedtoagreewith

them.

Her:whenhaveIeverdoneanythingstupid

whendrunk?



Me:stillAsemahle.Toneitdown

Her:Imakenopromises.

Iparkedthecarandwegotoffandwentinside

thehospital.WeaskedforIyana’swardandthe

nursetoldus.Wewalkedinandshewasfacing

theothersideandtheparentsandNgawowere

sittingtherenotknowingwhattodo.

Us:mornings

MomgaveAsemahleadeathstare.Shewasin

troublethat’sforsure.Asemahlewalkedoverto

whereIyanawasfacingandshehuggedherso

tight.Thesetwowerethebestoffriends,funny

enoughwhentheywerelittletheydidn’tget

alongforasinglebitandnowtheyinseparable.

Ase:sisI’msosorry

Shesaidwithtears.Iyajustcriedinherarms.It

wasnotaniceview,seeingmybigsisterlike

that.I’veneverlostachildbutIseehowpainful

itisandIhopeandpraythatInevergothrough



that.

Mom:wewillgetthroughthistogetherasa

family

ShebrushedIyana’sback.Weallsattherein

silence.

Me:whenaretheydischargingher?

IaskedKungawo,wewerebothstandingbythe

window

Him:thedoctorsaidprobablytomorrow.Hestill

needstomakesurethateverythingisfine

Me:I’mreallysorrymahn

Him:IjustwishIcouldtakeherpainawayyou

know

Me:yeahIknowbecausethat’sexactlyhowI

feel.

Him:shewasfinewhenshewenttobed.No

cramps,nonothingandthensuddenlyinthe

middleofthenightshewakesupcryingand



there’sbloodonthebed.Ijustdon’tunderstand

Idon’tknowhowtocomfortsomeone,

especiallyaman!

Me:everythinghappensforareasonbro.sure

wedon’tknowwhatthatreasonisbutGod

doesn’ttakeandnotgivebackblessingsthat

are10xmore

Him:whygetussoexcitedforthisblessingif

hewasplanningontakingitawayfromushuh?

Hasn’tshebeenthroughenoughalready?

Iwastonguetied.I’mnotamanofmanywords,

neverbeenevensoatthismomentIdidnot

knowhowtocomforthimandtellhimit’sgoing

tobeok.IknowIwasonly5whenmy

grandparentsdiedbutIsawwhatitdidtomy

mom,theirdeathandherunbornchild’sdeath.

Notaprettysight,nothinganyoneeversaidto

hermadeherfeelanybetter;Ithinkifshedidn’t

havemeandmysiblings,sheprobablywould

havenevergottenthroughthepain.The



differencebetweenherandIyanaisthatIyana

doesn’thaveanykidsandtheveryfirstoneshe

wassupposedtohaveisthesameoneshe’s

lost.Idon’tknowhowshe’llgetthroughthis

becausenobodybutherunderstandsherpain.I

turnedtolookatmysisterwhowasinbedwith

mytwin.Dadwasgone,probablywentto

handlesomebusinessorsomething.

Iya:Iwanttogohome.Whenaretheyreleasing

me?

Mom:tomorrowbaby

Iya:whyaretheykeepingmehere?Thebabyis

gone,shouldn’tIbeallowedtogohomenow?

Ngawo:theydoctorsaidheneedstomakesure

thateverythingwasfinewithyoubefore

releasingyou

Iya:Ifeelfine.Ijustwanttogohome

Ase:justonemoredayYanaandyou’llbehome

Iya:Idon’tseetheneedformetobeherewhen



there’snothingthatrequiresmetobehere.My

babyisgoneandheorsheisnevercoming

back

Aselookedatmomdefeated.

Mom:yourwombstillneedstobecleaned

honeytoavoidanyinfections.

Iya:thenwhataretheywaitingfor?Momplease

Her:okbaby.I’llgogetyourdoctor

WiththatmomwalkedoutandleftiswithIya.I

wenttositwheremomwassitting.

Me:heyyou

Her:hi.

Me:I’msorry

Her:pleaseDerrick.Notyoutoo.I’veheard

enoughofthosetolastmeeternity

Ikeptquietnotknowingwhattosay.

Her:anythingnew?



Me:like?

Her:Idon’tknow.agirlorsomething.Anything

thatwillgetmymindofthis.please

Ase:Imadeafriendlastnight

Iya:yeah?Where?

Ase:somehousepartyIwenttowithSiya

Iya:don’tletmomhearyou

JustthenMrsBesswalkedinfollowedby

Iyana’sdoctor.Momwasbeautiful,shewaslike

finewine.Shehasn’tagedonesinglebitand

thiswomanwas42,shelookedyoungerthan

peopleintheir30’s.Dadwas46andhealso

hadn’taged,Iwishedtoacquiretheirgenesof

notaging.Butthenagainlookatmysiblings,

theydon’tlookadayover20;Melodystilllooks

16andIyanalooks18,apparentlyIlooked18

tooandI’mturning20.

Him:you’reawake

Iya:Iwanttogohome



Him:Ican’tdischargeyoujustyet

Iya:myfiancétoldmeeverything.Whenwillmy

wombbecleaned?

Him:youarescheduledfortodayat4

Iya:andhowlongwillthattake?

Him:notthatlong

Her:thenwhycan’tyoudischargemetoday

later

Him:becauseaftertheprocessyouwillneed

lotsofsleepandmedication

Her:andisthismedicationonlyavailableinthis

hospital?

Him:wecanwriteaprescriptionletterb…

Her:thenwritemeaprescriptionletter.Idon’t

wanttohavetospendanothernighthere

Thedrlookedatmomandshenoddedandwith

thathescribbledsomethingonmysister’s

notepadandhewalkedout.Ifeltsorryforthe



poorguy.

Mom:youwillneedtotakeiteasyforthenext

fewdays

Her:ifyoumeanmetakingleavefromwork

thenyoumustbejoking

Mom:I’mnotgoingtoarguewithyouonthis

Iyana

Iya:momIwillgocrazysittinginmyapartment

alone

Mom:whosaidthat’swhereyougoing?!

Iya:what?

Mom:youarecominghomeandit’snotopen

fordiscussion.

TheMrshasspoken.Iyanasatthereandsulked.

Weallknewbetterthantoarguewiththattone,

shewasn’tloudbuthervoicewasfirmand

authorative.TherewasnousefightingwithMrs

Besswhenshewaslikethat.Anursecamein

andtoldusthatIyananeededtowashandthat



wemaycomeandseeheragainafter8am.

Momsuggestedwegooutforbreakfastbut

Ngawosaidhewasn’tgoinganywhereandso

welethimbe.WewenttoGateway;itwasn’tfar

fromthehospital.Momparkedhercarandwe

wenttospur,theygotusatablefor4because

dadwasonhisway.AsemahleandIwere

sittingoppositemom.

Mom:wherewereyoulastnight?

Ase:Iwasatasleepover.ThoughtItextedyou

Mom:thenwhywasyourphoneoff?Don’t

phonegetansweredatasleepover?

Ase:mybatterywasflat.Ionlychargeditthis

morning

Mom:youmustthinkI’mstupidhuh.I’mnot

yourfatherwhomyoucanflapthosetinylashes

andexpecthimtobelieveyou

Ase:bu..

Mom:IthoughtItoldyoutoquitalcoholoryou



movebackhome

Ase:what?Youcan’tdothat

Mom:youforgetthatyourfatherandIpayfor

everythingyouownMelody.Iwarnedyouwhat

wouldhappenifyoudidn’tstop.Wasn’tbeing

hospitalisedenough?

Asemahleattemptedtogetupbutmomheld

herarmandpulledherbacktoherseat.

Mom:trythatagainandIwillslapthedaylights

outofyou

Justthendadjoinedus.–thankgod-normallyI

wouldstickupformytwinbutnotthistime

around,MrsBesswasnottobemessedwith.

Momisnotstrictbutwhenyoudisrespecther,

sheshowsyouflames.

Dad:what’sgoingonhere?

Hekissedhiswife’scheek

Mom:yourdaughterwasoutdrinkinglastnight.

That’swhywecouldn’treachherandher



brotherknowswhereshewas.

Idon’tknowhowsheknewthat

Dad:Melodyisthattrue?

Shelookeddown.Awaitercametotakeour

ordersandhewalkedaway.

Dad:seeingthatyouclearlydon’tlistentous,

youmovingbackhomeuntilyoulearntolisten

andobey.

Shedidn’targue,shejustnoddedherhead.

Mom:anduntilIseechange,yourpartyisoff!

Me:what?Momyoucan’tdothat!

Mom:maybeitwillteachyoutellthetruthatall

times.Wenotstupid,weraisedyou.Weknow

allyourtricks,howyoualwayscoverupforyour

twin.Youdidthatevenwhenyouwerekids

Melokuhle

Me:momplease.I’msorry

Shekeptquietandwentthroughherphone.



Me:dad?

Him:Ienternowhere!

Justasweweresittinglikethatinsilencewith

onlyourparentsconversing,Yandiswawalked

inwithaladyslightlyolderthanherandthey

lookedaliketoo.IfI’mcorrect,it’shermother,

shelookedyoungthou.Shewaswearinghigh-

riseskinnyjeanswithanoversizedcroptop,

shelookedprettyinitandherhairwasuntied.I

watchedhermakeherwaytoatablewiththis

womanwatchedthemtaketheirseats.Thisgirl

wasnotoutofthisworldbeautifulbutshewas

hellabeautiful.

Mom:Melokuhle

Shesaidsnappingherfingersinfrontofme

Me:Ma

Her:whatareyoulookingatanyway?

Shetriedtoturnbutshecouldn’tseewhoIwas

lookingat.



Me:nothingmom.Youweresaying?

Dad:nextweekI’mgoingtoaseminarinJoburg.

Interestedincoming?

Me:doIhaveachoice?

Mom:really?Itwillbegoodforyou,plusyour

fatheristheguestofhonour

Me:thenthere’snoreasonformetogo,hecan

tellmenowwhathewillbesayingthere

Mom:hahahaveryfunnySphen.Youaregoing

anyway,itwillbeagreatopportunityfor

learningandyoucaninviteyourfriends

Me:whyisn’titheldhere?

Dad:becausealltherightplacesherewerefully

booked.Thenextonewillbeheldherenextyear

though

Me:Isee.

Ase:sowhereareyouguysgoingforholidays

thisyear



Dad:weasawholefamilyaregoingto

whereveryouguyswantustogo

Ase:IwanttogotoNewOrleans.

Mom:that’swherewewentforourhoneymoon

whenIwasstillpregnantwithyouguys

Ase:andisitasawesomeasTheOriginals

paintsitouttobe?

Mom:yes,butvampires,werewolvesand

witchesdon’texist

Wealllaughed

Ase:I’mnotakidmom.Iknowthatthose

thingsdon’texist.Imeantthefestivalsthey

host,aretheyreal?

Dad:yes,theyareandtheyareverynice.It’sa

greatplacetobein.Melowhatdoyousay?

Me:IwanttogotoAmsterdam.

Dad:hahahasowhat?Youcangethighfreely?

Me:no.Ijustfindtheplaceprettythat’sall



Mom:ittrulyisabeautifulplacewithitsmany

placestoseeandall

Dad:we’llvoteonitwhenthewholefamilyis

together

OnethingIlikeaboutmyfamilyisthatwedon’t

dwellonsomething,yougetmadandyouget

overitbecausenoonebegsyou,everyone’slife

continueswhetheryoumadornotsoitsbest

youstoppoutingandjoininonthefun.Yousee

myfamilyhasthisthingwenormallydoevery

December,wepickaholidaydestinationandgo

spendtheholidaysthereandcomebackafew

daysbeforeChristmasbecausethat’safamily

holidayandItimetobewithlovedonesand

thenafterChristmastheyletusgowhereverwe

want.It’salwaysbeenlikethateversincehigh

school.Apparentlyit’swhatusedtohappen

withthemandtheirparentsbeforewewere

borntheypasseditontous.Onlyweonlyever

traveltoplacesaroundSouthAfricawithour

ownsavedupcashandalittlebitextrafrom



them.
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Somymomrockedupinfrontofourdoor

step…Asusual…shedidn’tsayshewascoming

orwhatsoever,onmybirthdayshealwaystakes

meout.Ithoughtthisthingofherswouldhave

endedwithmestudyinginDurbanandallbut

nope,DrGxabadoesn’trolelikethat.OfcauseI

washappytoseehereventhoughwehada

sessionthismorningbutstill,Imissedherand

she’smymummydearest.Wewentoutto

GatewaySpurforbreakfastandthewaitressled



ustoatablefortwo.

Me:youlookbeautiful

Her:thankyoubaby,younotsobadyourself

Me:ohcomeondon’tbelikethat

Her:youknowIdon’tlikethesecroptopsyou

wear

Me:butmomjeancoversmybelly.Chill

Her:fine.Doyouknowthatguyoverthere?

Me:whatguy?

Her:theonethat’shadhiseyeonyouthe

minutewewalkedin

OkIwassuddenlyworried.Imeanwhatifit’s

myex,theidiotthatbrokemyheartafterbeing

togetherfor4years.Iturnedaroundtosearch

forsomeoneIcouldrecogniseandIwasmetby

Melokuhle’sgaze,hequicklylookedawaywhen

hesawmeseehim.

Me:ohhim



Her:he’scute

Me:wearesonotdoingthis

Her:what?

Me:youmymotherandI’mnotgoingto

discussboyswithyou

Her:doyouatleastknowhim?

Me:yes.Hewalkedinonmenakedthis

morning

Herjawdropped

Me:relax.Wedidn’tdoanything,heandIdon’t

evenknoweachotherwell.Imethimatmy

partylastnightandhe’sajerk.Thismorninghe

cametofetchhissisteratourplaceandhe

happenedtohaveforgottenhisshadesonmy

dressingtable.Sorelax

Her:I’vetoldyoucountlesstimestogowitha

bigtowelwhenyougoshower

Me:yeahbutIdon’tdoitanywaybecauseI



believeinthisthingcalledknockingwhichhe

didn’tdo

Her:still.Whethertheroomisyoursornot,

alwayswrapatowelaroundyourbody.You

neverknowwhatmighthappen

Me:I’mnotmakinganypromisesbutI’lltryit

out.

Her:Idon’tknowwhosechildyouareshame

Ismiled.

Me:youknowexactlywho.

Her:whatever.

Ourwaitressbroughtourordersandwestarted

eating.IexcusedmyselftogopeeandwhenI

gottothelooImetAsemahle

Her:heyyou.Youcleanupprettywell

Me:heyyou.Thanks,justtrynakeepupwith

you

Her:sowhodidyoucomeherewith?



Me:mymom.You?

Her:thewholefamilyexceptmysister

Me:howisshe?

Her:notgood.Thisistakingatollonher

Me:Icanonlyimagine.AgainI’msorryforyour

loss

Her:nobiggie.Sowhereareyouandyourmom

sitting?

Me:actuallynottoofarfromyouguys

Her:howdoyouknowwherewesitting?

Me:Isawyourbrother

Her:sothat’swhohe’sbeenlookingat.

Me:uhhhmok…Ineedtopee

Her:thisconversationisnotoverMissy

What’sthedeal?WhywasMelokuhle“looking”

atme?He’salreadyseenmenaked,whatmore

doeshewant?Ididmythingandthenwalked



outandAsemahlewasstilltherelooking

admiringherselfinthemirror

Me:youstillhere

Her:Iwaswaitingforyouactually.You’ve

caughtmybrother’sattention

Me:yeahwellhe’stheonethatwalkedinonme

nakedso

Her:waitwhat?When?

Meandmybigmouth.Ithoughtsheknew

Me:Ithoughtyouknew

Her:Iwantdetails

Me:therearenodetails.HejustsaidIhavea

nicebody,niceboobsandniceass

Her:mmmmh…

Me:what?

Her:nothing.

Me:right.Let’sgetoutofherebefore



somebodycomeslookingforoneofus

Shelaughed.Shewouldlookatmeandjust

laugh.Iwaskindofannoyedreally.

Her:comeletmeintroduceyoutomyparents

Me:noway!

Her:yes,way.Come

Shepulledmyarmanddraggedmetotheir

table.Melokuhle’sstarewasmakingmevery

uncomfortable,itwasn’taperveylookbutit

wasthatintimidatingscarylookthatsent

electricimpulsestomybody.

Her:mom,dadthisismyfriendYandiswa

Gxaba.YandithisismymotherAmahleandmy

dadDamonBess

Me:nicetomeetyou

Ishooktheirhands

Them:nicetomeetyou.

Ama:youdon’thappentoberelatedtoDr



BabalwaGxaba?

Me:she’smymother.Howdoyouknowher?

Her:wemetatmyfriend’sfuneralandagainat

aconference

Ase:she’sactuallyherewithhermom

Ama:whereareyouguyssitting?

Ipointedtoourtableandsheaskedher

husbandtogetouttogoandgreetmymom.I

followedrightbehindher.Thetwogreetedeach

otherliketheywerethebestoffriends.

Mom:howareyou?

Ama:I’mgood.Mygodit’sbeenforever,you

lookamazing

Mom:thankyou.Notaswellasyouthough

Ama:hahahadon’tflatterme.I’mwithmy

familyoverthere

Mom:finally,IgettomeettheotherBess’s

Ama:sadly,oneofthemisinhospital



Mom:whathappened?Whichone?

Ama:Iyana.shehadamiscarriage

Mom:I’msosorry.Howisshe?

Ama:notgood

Mom:Icanonlyimagine.

ShegotupandtheywenttotheBesstable.I

justsatthereandloggedontoFacebook.I

cameacrossapictureofmyexandI,hehad

taggedourclosestmutualfriends.He

captioneditsomethinglike“it’sbeenagreat4

yearsYands.Wishingyouallthebestwithyou

fo….happybirthdayYands”Ididn’tevenfinish

readingthecaption,Iwentstraighttothe

comments;itwaspostedabout30minagoand

alreadyithadovera100likesandabout10

comments.Whatpissedmeoffthemostwas

himpubliclydisplayingthatheandIwereover

onflippingFacebook!Iwentthroughmyphone

andcalledhisfriend/roommate,lasttimeI

checkedtheguydidn’thaveaphonesotheonly



personIcouldreachhimonwashisfriend

Thato.

//Thato:heyYandi

Me:hi.CanIspeaktoZuko?

Him:buddyiseverythingok?

Me:pleasejustgiveZukothephone

Him:uhhmokholdon.

Iheardabitofcommunicationandthen“hello”

Me:Zukowhatthehell?

Him:Yandsohmygosh.Heyhowareyou?

Me:Ineverthoughtyouwouldstoopthislow!

Seriously?Apublicannouncementthatyoufree

now

Him:uhhmYandsIdon’tknowwhatyoutalking

about

Me:thepictureonFacebookdammit.Removeit!

Him:it’sonmyFacebook,Idon’tseewherethe



bigdealis

Me:itmaybeonyourFacebookbutIaminit.

removeitZuko.

Him:finewhatever.//

Idroppedthecall.Iwassomad.What

witchcraftwasthis?Imeanthisguytaggedour

mutualfriendsbecauseheknewitwouldmake

itswaytomesomehow.Idon’trecallhating

anyoneasmuchasIhatedhimatthattime.I

wantednothingtodowithhimandsohelpme

godwhenwegettoMthathaIamgoingto

showhimjusthowgoodIamdoingwithouthim.

Iwantedtogohomebutmomwastoobusy

chattingupastormwithMrsBess,trust

motherstodosuch.Icalledmypartnerincrime,

Naledi.

//Her:missmealready

Me:friendlogontoyourFacebooknow

Her:why?What’swrong?



Me:itsZuko!Hetaggedyouinapicture.

Her:okholdonletmefindmytab.Whatdidhe

dofriend?Youliterallyspittingfirerightnow

Me:goshhemakesmesomad!

Her:hedidwhat?Thatasshole

Judgingbyherresponse,shesawthepicture

Her:whatanasshole!Iamgoingtochophis

ballsofIswear!Aftereverythinghe’sputyou

through,hegoesondoesthis?!Ican’tbelieve

youeverdatedthisguy.

Me:youandmebothfriend

Her:atleastyouneverhadsexwithhimsothat

countsforsomething.He’sabitterexfriend

don’tlethimspoilyourday

Me:Ijustwishhecouldleavemethehellalone

Naledi

Her:honeyBooIneedyoutojustbreathe.Take

adeepbreathinandletitout



IdidastoldandIcouldfeelmyselfgettingcalm.

Me:thanks

Her:I’malwayshere.Iwilldealwithhimdon’t

worry

Me:nahfriendletitslide,Idon’twanthimto

knowhegottome

Her:yeahwellheneedstoknowthathegotto

you.WhathedidischildishAF!Justenjoyyour

breakfastwithmommydearestandwe’lltalk

properwhenyougethomeok?

Me:arghifonly…thatoneisbusychattingupa

stormwithMrsBess

Her:AmahleBess?Howdotheyknoweach

other?

Me:theymetatamutualfriend’sfuneraland

thenagainataconference

Her:ohwow.Doesthismeanthatyouand

Melokuhlecan’tdate?Seeingthatyourmother’s

arefriends?



Me:eveniftheyweren’tfriends.Itoldyou,the

guyisanass

Her:perfectforyou

Me:screwyou!

her:Iloveyouhoneyboo

Me:Idon’t.byenow,shejustrememberedshe

cameherewithme

Shelaughed.

Her:youcrazy.Enjoyok

Me:Iloveyouhoneyboo//

Mom:somebodyhasaboyfriend

Shesaidsmilinglikeshehadjustsavedadying

patient.

Me:no.IwastalkingtoNaledi

Her:oh

Herexpressionsuddenlychanged.

Her:thatchildisbadnews



Me:youtheonethatmademebefriendher

thou

Her:whenyouguyswere5.Ididn’tthinkshe

wouldturnoutlikethis

Me:losingherfathermadeherlikethismom.

Don’tjudge

Her:whatever.UhhmcanIsettlethebilloryou

stillwantsomethingelse?

Me:youcansettlethebill,Ilostmyappetite

Her:soyoudon’twantadoggybag?

Me:nope

Her:ok.

Shewavedherhandtoourwaitressandthegirl

cameoverandtookawayourplatesandsaid

shewouldbringthebillinabit.

Her:sowheredoyouwanttogoshopping?

Me:youcanalwaystransfermethecash

Isaidsmiling



Her:nicetry.Wearegoingtobondwhetheryou

likeitornot

Me:Idon’tmindaslongasby5we’llbedone

bonding

Her:what?Why?

Me:myfriendsaretakingmeoutformy

birthday

Her:ohthat’sniceofthem.Where?

Me:someclub

Her:don’tyougettiredofthiswholeclubbing

business?

Me:nope,Ididn’tgetthetimetoduringtheyear

mom

Her:whereisyourgrandmotherwhenIneedher

Me:backinMthatha

Isaidsmiling.

Her:heh,didyouknowthatyourSolethuis

pregnant



Solethuismycousin,she’sthosecousinsyou

havenoideahowyoutwoarerelatedbut

becauseyourparentssayyoucousinsthenyou

automaticallybecometheircousin

Me:Ididnotknow

Her:prepareforaLifeOrientationlecturefrom

yourgrannywhenyougobackhome

Me:JesusChrist!WhyshouldIhavetosuffer

allbecauseshedoesn’tknowhowtousea

condom

Her:anddoyouknow?

Me:I’mstillavirginBabes

Her:withthelifestyleyouleading.Idon’tbuy

thatonesinglebit

Me:Imayparty,drinkbutIamstillavirginmom

YouguysneedtounderstandthatI’mlyingfor

herowngood,thelastthingIneedisher

picturingmehavingsex….Notagoodimagefor

amothertohave.Ontherealthough,Ilostmy



virginitylastSeptemberholidays.Mebeinga

virginwasthereasonZukoandIevenbrokeup.

HeagreedtoendingthingsallbecauseI

wouldn’tsleepwithhim.Heexpectedmeto

losemyvirginitythispastAprilholidaysbutI

hadotherplans.You’llhearthestoryproper

withtime.Ohandthewhole“rule”ofmineof

notscrewingpeopleIgotoschoolwith,and

alsoIdonotdatepeopleIgotothesame

campuswithforobviousreasons.Mylifeplans

didnotincludemelosingmyvirginitybeforeI

turned18butlifehasafunnyway,IthinkI

mightaswellhoearoundthisDecember.Blame

Zuko!

Her:ifyousayso

Me:youdon’tbelieveme

Her:it’skindofnoteasyto

Me:I’myourdaughter,yousupposetotakemy

wordforitmom

Her:okfine.IsthatwhyyouandZukobrokeup?



Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:youandyourex,didyouguysbreakup

becauseyou’reavirgin?

Inodded

Her:whatanasshole!

Me:languagemom

WewerewalkingoutofSpurandheadedto

Legitwhilechattingaboutthiswholething,I

wasuncomfortabletalkingaboutthiswithmy

momsoIchangedthetopictoheranythingbut

meandshefellforitbecausewewerenow

talkingaboutschool.
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SoIwasright,thatishermom…Iseewhere

shegetseverythingfrom,hermomwasa

lookerandtheylookedlikecopiesofeachother.

Talkaboutdoppelgangers.Therewas

somethingmesmerizingaboutYandiswa,

somethingaboutherthatmadeyoustare.I

didn’twanttoknowher,Iwasn’teveninterested

inherbutIdidwanttobangthedaylightsoutof

herandthatwasgoingtohappenatourparty

onewayortheother.SureMrsBesssaiditwas

cancelled…fornow.ButIknowwhichbuttons

tostrokeonmymom.MomboughtIyaand

Ngawobreakfastandthenweheadedbackto

thehospital,seeingthatmysisterwasgoing

hometodayIdidn’treallyseeneedtobethere.I

madeupsomelieandthenheadedouttomeet

upwithAthiandSiya,Ineededsomesanity.

TheywerechillingatRoccoMama’s



Athi:dudewhat’supwithyourphone?

Siya:beentrynacallyousinceforever

Me:whyareya’llsoundinglikethatannoying

girlfriend

Siya:andyouwouldknowright?

Me:screwyoubro.lastnightwaslit

Athi:thosegirlssureknowhowtothrowaparty!

Siya:andyouscaredthebirthdaygirl.madeher

gosobersametime

Wealllaughed

Me:whatdoyoumeanIscaredthebirthdaygirl?

whowasthebirthdaygirlagain?

Athi:Yandiswa!Shecalledyouterrifying!

Siya:whatdidyoudotothegirl?

Me:nothing

Ishrugged.Ididn’tmeantoscareheroffbutif

anythinghadhappenedtomysisterthenI



wouldbetheonetoblame,myparentswould

takeeverythingoutonmeandthatwasthelast

thingIneeded.Ilovemytwin,annoyingasshe

canbeattimesbutsheandIareone!Whatever

happenstoher,happenstometoo,ifshehurts

thenIhurtandifshe’shappythensoamI.I

woulddiebeforeIletanythinghappentoher.

Athi:youknowwedon’tbelieveyourassright

Me:maybeIthreatenedher

Siya:whatdoyoumeanmaybe?

Me:toldherifsheletanythinghappentomy

sisterthenIwouldhurther

Athi:Dude!No!

Me:what?

Athi:Yandiswaisnotsomefloozydrunkard,

she’sactuallyaverysweetsmartgirlwho

wouldneverandImeanneverletanyonetake

advantageofsomeoneshecaresabout

Me:sheonlymetmysisterlastnight.Idon’t



thinkyoucancareaboutsomeoneyoudon’t

know

Siya:shecan,shedoesn’tneedtoknowyou

longenoughtocare.Lookatyourmomfor

instance

Me:mymomdoesn’tdrinkorsmokenorisshe

rude

Athi:she’llberudetoyouonlyifyouwererude

toherfirst

Me:whyareweeventalkingaboutthisgirl?do

youguyshaveathingforher?

Siya:inallhonesty,Ioncedidbutsheputmein

thefriendzoneonsomescreweduprulelike

yours

Athi:whyyougettingworkedanyway?Aintlike

youknowher

Me:Iwasatherplacejustthismorningandshe

wasrudeAF!Iwantnothingtodowithher

Siya:Iseewherethisisgoing.Youlikeher



Athi:flip!Whydidn’tIseeitsooner?

Me:what?No!FuckNo!

Siya:she’sbeautiful,hasabangingbodyfor

daysandshe’smoreorlesslikeyou.Youlike

her

Me:she’snothinglikeme

Athi:okatleastadmitthatshehasabanging

body

Me:Isawhernakedactually

Siya:noway!

Athi:youkiddingright?

Me:Iwish.Herbodyisaninstantbonergiver

Siya:pleasedon’t“Melo”her

Myfriendscallmystrategyofscrewingand

thenbouncingwithoutcatchinganyfeelings,

the‘Melo’.Asyouguysknowalready,Idon’tdo

relationshipsandlikeIsaid,Idowanttobang

thedaylightsoutofherandI’msorrytosaythis



butIwillgetmywish.

Athi:youdonotwanttomakethatmistakebro.

Me:why?What’ssodifferentabouther?

Athi:becausesheisourfriendandifyoudo

anythingstupidtoherthenwewillbepayingfor

itfortherestofourlives,youknowhowgirls

are

Siya:Athiisright,girlsandgrudges…notagood

combobro

Me:ormaybeyouassholesarescaredthatI

mightactuallywinherwhenyou’vebeentrying

tobutnevergotanywherewithher

Theybothlookedateachotherandlaughedat

measifIweretellingthemajokewithouta

punchline.Theirlaughwassosarcasticand

annoying.

Athi:youre….

Siya:nobrolethimbe.BestofluckMelo



Me:okwhatamImissing?

Athi:nothing.yougoingtobangthedaylights

outofherright?Goaheadbro

It’sthewayhesaiditthatmademeworry.What

wasitaboutthisYandiswachickanyway?Why

weretheguyssodefensiveoverher?We

continuedchattingandeatingandthenwesplit

thebillandwenttobuyafewitems.Wewentto

Sportsceneandwhatdoyouknow?webumped

intoYandiswawithhermother.Thewayshe

jumpedformyniggasyouwouldhavesworn

thattheyweredating.Shejustunderminedme.

Her:guysthankyousomuchforcoming

Siya:youknowwewouldn’tmissitfortheworld

Me:that’sbecauseyoucrushingonherhard

Shejustlookedatmeanddidn’tsayanything.

Geezwhat’swiththeattitude?I’mjusttryingto

fitinhereseeingthatI’mtheonlyonewhogoes

toHowardinthegroup.



Athi:don’tmindhim.Whoyouherewith?

Her:mymomactually.Comemeether

Siya:isshestillhot?ImeanifIcan’thaveyou,

can’tIatleasthaveyourdoppelganger

Shelaughed,herlaughwasverycuteiswaslike

achild’slaugh.Hersmilewasjustsomething

elseandhereyes,thewaytheygottinywhen

shelaughed.Shewasabeautynodoubt,a

naturalbeauty.Shewasn’twearinganymake

up,notevenlipstick.

Her:shutupidiot.

Shepulledtheirarmsandheadedtothe

directionhermotherwasin,hermomwas

checkingoutsneakers.Talkaboutwomenwho

refusetogrowold,butthenagainshe’sa

doctoringoodshape.

Her:mom,meetmyfriendsSiyaandAthiand

theirfriendMelokuhle

Ohwowsosheknowsmeafterall?!



Mom:nicetomeetyouboys.Yandiswahastold

mesomuchaboutyou

Yandi:eventoldheraboutyourcrushonher

Siya

Welaughed

Siya:nicetomeetyouDrGxaba.It’saninnocent

crush

Athi:nicetomeetyouDrG,we’veheardalot

aboutyoutoo.Goodthingsonly

Mom:Ihopeso.Youneverknowwiththisone

Yandi:geezmomreallynow?Anywayhelpme

chooseaniceandexpensivesneakerguys

Mom:youreallywanttosuckmedryhuh?!

Athi:don’tworryDrG,we’llpickherthe

cheapest

Mom:Ilikethisone,youshouldkeephim

Yandi:don’tflatterhimmom,he’llstartgetting

ideas



Idecidedtocheckoutsneakersformyself

seeingthatIwasanoutcast.

Mom:Melokuhlewhatdoyouthink?

Me:sorry,about?

Mom:thisshoe

Shewascarryinganall-whiteairforce

Me:for?

Yandi:me

Me:it’snice

Yandi:toldyouhewasn’tinterested.

Mom:youbeingrude.Ididn’traiseyoutobe

rude

Yandi:hestartedit.

Mom:rightIforgot.Hewalkedinonyounaked.

Bigdeal

Shetoldhermom???Whatthehell?Whotells

theirmomsuchthings?EvenIdidn’ttellmy



momorsister.Iwishedthegroundcouldopen

upandswallowme.Iwasembarrassedreally

Yandi:mom!

Mom:shetoldmeMelokuhle.Whenyouguys

dodecidedtodosomethingaboutthese

feelingsyouhaveforeachother,useacondom

Thegentsjustlaughed.Whatwasupwiththis

woman?

Me:feelings?

Yandi:therearenofeelingsmom.Iwouldnever

doanythingwithhim

Me:samegoeshereMiss

Her:he’sanassholemom.Arudeoneeven

Mom:riiight.Athi,Siya,tellmeI’mnottheonly

oneseeingthis

Athi:Irefusetogetinvolved

Siya:youngloveissocute.Talkabouta

teenageloveaffair



Me:youneedtoquittheweedyousmoking

Siya,itsmessingwithyourbrains.DrGxaba,

yourdaughterisprettyandallbutsheandIwill

neverbeanything.Wewillneverdoanything

andthat’sapromise.She’srudeandchildish

Yandi:touché.He’stooarrogantandtoomuch

ofanasshole.

Me:gladweagreeonsomething

Hermom,SiyaandAthilookedatusand

laughed.

Mom:lookatthemfightlikeamarriedcouple

already

Athi:Icantellthattheywillbeperfectforeach

other

Me:ok.I’moutofhere

Isaidgoingtowardstheclothingsectionand

leftthemlaughing.Iwassoannoyed.AsifI

wouldeverbewithsomeonelikeher.She’s

childishandthinkstheworldrevolvesaround



her.Imeanshe’snotevenallthatforChrist

sake!Ipressedmyphoneandjustroamed

aroundwhilewaitingfortheguys.

“Melo”

IlookedupandbeforemestoodagirlIonce

sleptwith.wellthisoughttobeawkward.

Me:Tanya

Her:howareyou?

SheofferedtohugsoIgaveheracoldoneand

brokeitASAP.

Me:I’mgoodandhowareyou?

Her:I’vehadbetterdays.Younevercalledme?

Me:I’msorry,I’vejustbeenwaytoobusywith

examsandall

Her:butyounotbusynow

Me:I’mactuallyhereshoppingforabirthday

giftformyfriend

Her:oh



Me:I’msorryInevercalledyou

WherewasmytwinwhenIneededher?She

normallyrescuesmeinthissituationsandtalks

meoutofthem.

Her:wellthereareotherwaysyoucanmakeup

forit

Shewinkedatme.Tanyawasbeautiful,well

everygirlIgetwithisbeautifulbutmypoint

hereisthatasmuchasshewasbeautifuland

hadasmokingbody,Iwasn’tinterestedinher.

I’vehadmyfunwithherandnowit’stimeto

moveontothenextone.Idon’tbangagirl

morethanonce.

Me:I’msorrybutIdidtellyouupfrontthatI

wasn’tlookingforarelationship

Her:butMelowehadsex!

Me:couldyoukeepitdown.Itwasonce,no

needtocatchfeelings

Her:isthisyourthinghuh?Screwandthen



leave?

Me:actuallyyeahitismythingandI’msorry

younotokwithit.

Her:typical.Youjustlikealltheotherpretty

boysoutthere!

Siya:everythingokhere?

Her:yougay?HowdidInotknowthat?

Wasitmeorwasthisgirlbeautywithoutbrains?

WhywouldIscrewherifIweregay?

Me:excuseme?

Siya:wecousinsactuallybutthanksforthe

compliment

ShelookedatuspissedAFandthenshe

stormedoff

Me:compliment?Whenhasbeingcalledgay

everbeenacompliment?

Him:meanswepretty!Whichoneisshe?

Me:thebestheadgiver!



Him:andwhatwasthatabout?

Me:she’smadcauseInevercalled

Him:Ifeelsorryforyournextgirlfriend.

Me:that’sbecauseIwon’teverhaveone

Him:stillbro,there’llcomeatimewhereyou’ll

haveagirlfriendandthegirlfriendwillhaveto

dealwithallofthis

Me:yeahwellmysisternormallytakescareof

theseconfrontationsforme

Him:youareanass!

Me:butyoustillcare.

Him:whatever.Wheretofromhere?

Me:Idon’tknow.There’sthishandbagIsawat

ZarawhichIknowMelodywilllove

Him:I’mconvincedyougay.Let’sgo

Me:where’sAthi?

Him:chattingwithYandiswabythetill,we’ll



meethimoutside

Me:that’sstuntyouguyspulledwasnotfunny!

Him:ncoooohareyoupoutingnow?Baby

needsahug?

Me:fuckyou!

WewalkedoutlaughingandAthifollowedus.

Onthewaytheyweregoingonandonabout

Yandiswaandhowtheylookforwardtoour

weddingdaywhichwillNEVERhappenandall

thatothercrappystuffpeoplesaytoannoyyou.

.
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DerrickMelokuhleBessisanasshole!Myword!

Howcansomeonesoarrogantandself-centred

andsorudewalkonthesamegroundIwalkon?

He’ssuchajerk.EventhewordJerkisan

understatementforhim!MywordIhatehim

andIhatemymomevenmoreforthinkingthatI

wouldeverhaveanysortofrelationshipwith

someonelikethat.Ihatezerointerestonthat

guyandgoodgodpleasesomebodykillmeifI

do.Momdrovemehomebeforeheadingback

toMthatha.Ididaskhertostayonemoreday

butworkawaits.IwenttoNaledi’sroomand

shewasn’thomesoIwenttocheckonAnita

andshewasinbed,Igotinandjoinedher.

Her:heyhoneybubu

Me:heymami.Howareyoufeeling?

Her:stillsore.Idon’tthinkIwanttowakeup

today…letalonedoanything

Me:wellsadlyyouhavetowakeupandwe

havetogooutwiththegirlsandjustbe



beautiful

Her:whenareweopeningyourpresents

anyway?Whatdidmummygetyou?

Me:Ithoughtyouwouldneverask!Comelet’s

gotomyroom,everythingisinthere

Lastnightpeopledidcomewithgifts,well

thosethatfeltitwouldberudetoattend

someone’sbirthdaypartywithoutagift.IthinkI

gotroundabout25-30presentsoutofthe+-

150peoplethatattendedmypartyandevenso,

that25+wasfrommostlymyclassmatesand

peoplethatknowmeoutsidecampusandstuff.

Her:butIdon’tfeellikegettingupfromthisbed

though

Me:ohwell…thenwe’lljustsithereandtalk

aboutyoursexualexperiences

Her:nahfam.I’mmoreinterestedinyouand

Zuko.

Me:pleasedon’t!



Her:noYandiswalet’stalk.What’sthedeal

betweenyouguys?

Me:thereisnodeal,trustme

Her:ok,then?

Me:thatidiotuploadedapictureofhimandI

today,literallyputtingitouttherethatheandI

areover.Imeanifhewantsanewgirlfriend,

whydoesn’theflippinggethimselfonerather

thanmakingmethebedperson?Andthenhe

hasthenervetosaytopeoplethatIdumped

himandhedoesn’tknowwhy

Her:I’msorry.YouknowhowZukoisfriend.

Don’tlethimgettoyou

Me:hepissedmeoffreallybadfriendandthen

there’salsothisassholeMelokuhlewhothinks

theworldrevolvesaroundhimjustbecausehe

isDamonBess’sson

Her:whatdidhedo?

Me:arghitdoesn’tmatterwhathedidbutlord



knowsIwillNEVERgetwithaguylikethat.IfI

dofriend,pleasekillme!

Shejustlaughedatme.Iwasfuming,that’s

howpissedIwas

Her:calmdown.

Me:he’ssoannoying.Thismorninghewalked

inthehouseandstartedbarkingordersasif

thiswerehisplace

Her:explainsthetensionthismorning.Sowhat

orderwashebarking?

Me:hetoldmetogowakehissisterupandthat

hedidnothaveallday.Idon’tknowhowyou

guyscouldsayI’mlikehimwhenIsweet,kind,

RESpectfulandsonotrude.

Her:friendcalmdown.Iapologiseonhisbehalf.

Inowknowthatyouhatehisguts.

Meyouhavenoidea.

Her:friendcanIaskyousomething?



Me:yeahshoot.

Her:I’maskingbecauseIloveyouandIcare

aboutyou

Me:justAskNita

Her:doyoustillloveZuko?

Me:what?

Her:thelasttimeyouwereinarelationshipwas

withhim.Thepersonwhoevenbrokeyour

virginitywashim.Forgivemeforaskingbutare

you?

Okthathithome!Ithoughtofmyanswerclearly.

WasIstillinlovewiththeassholethatbrokemy

heartwithoutaguntohishead?

Her:thingisfriendevenafterhewastheasshe

wastoyou,youstillwentonandlethimbeyour

virginbreaker.Mindyou,yousaidyouwereover

him

Me:inallhonesty,IthinkIdostilllovehimeven

aftereverythingthathashappenedbutIjust



don’tseemyselfwithhimanymore.Thesex

wasgreatandallbutIneedsomechangeinmy

life.Ican’tkeepgoingincircleswithhim.He

screwsup,heapologisesandItakehimback,

ourbreakupwasmylaststraw.Asforhim

beingmyvirginbreaker,Iwouldn’tletastranger

breakmyvirginityandIthinkit’sthesexthat

mademerealisethatIneverwanttobewith

himagain

Her:butyousaiditwasgreat

Me:IknowwhatIsaidbutstillfriend.Just

becausethesexisgreatdoesn’tmeanthathe

isachangedpersonandhejustkeepsshowing

methathewillneverchange.He’sanassholein

hisnature

Her:youstillhavethatconversationwhereyou

twobrokeup?

Me:wouldIeverdeleteit?it’saconstant

reminderthatwheneverIthinkofgettingback

togetherwithhim,Ireaditandgetoverhim



completely

Her:Isee.Let’sgotoyourroom,I’mcuriousto

seewhatrandompeopleboughtyou

Ilaughedatherandwewenttomyroom.I

openedSihle’sgiftfirstanditwasanErabyDJ

Zinhlewatch.AndthenIopenedAthi’soneand

hehadboughtmeaverycutenecklacesetwith

earrings,watchandbraceletwithmynameonit.

Tom’sgiftwasanewocurpipe,NitaandIjust

crackedupinlaughter,butitwascutethough

becauseitwaspurpleandithadmyname

embeddedonit.Siyaboughtmeacutepairof

heelsIoncesaidIlikedatZarawhenheandI

wentwindowshoppingafterschool.Iwas

gettingAnita’s,Bonke’sandNaledi’sgifts

tonight.

Me:IthinkIhaveseenenough

Her:pleaseopenthisone,I’mcurious

Me:whoisitfrom?



Her:AsemahleBess

Me:sheboughtmeagift?Butshedoesn’tknow

me

Her:Iguesssomepeopledon’tneedtoknow

youtolikeyou.

Me:Iguessso

IopeneditanditwasasetbyTony&Guy(or

whateverthenameis),therewasahairdryer,a

straightenerandacurlingiron.Withanote

inside.Thenoteread“IknowIdon’tknowyou

butIhaveseenyouaroundcampusandyou

seemlikeagirlwithstyle.Youprobablydon’t

needthisbutIdidn’tknowwhattogetyou.

Hopeyoulikeit”.

Nita:wow!Ilikeher,letsbefriendher

Me:she’sdoingherlastyeareitherwaybutshe

didinvitemetoherpartythisDecember8

Her:arghI’llbehomebythen

Me:can’tyouatleastwaitforthepartythen



leavestraightafter?

Her:sadlyno.grannyiscallingmetotherural

areas

Me:wellthat’sdreadful

Her:Iknowright?!

Wecontinuedchattingandopeningthegifts

together.

Her:openthisone

Me:whydon’tyouopenit?

Her:just.

Itookthegiftbagandcheckedthelittlecardon

itbutnothingwaswrittensoIopeneditand

therewasaboxwrappedinpaperandonthe

paperitwaswritten“FromDMB:06……..”

Me:whothehellisDMB?

Her:Idon’tknow.openit

Me:whatifit’sabomb?



Her:whowouldwanttokillyou?

Me:Idon’tknow

Ishrugged.

Her:justopenit

Iopenedthegiftanditwasindeedabox,abox

fromNWJ.

Her:whoevertheyare,theyhavegreattaste!

Iopenedtheboxandithadthisbeautifulneck

piecewithmatchingearringsandbracelet.

Me:Iwonderwhoitis.

Her:callthenumberidiotandfindout

Idialledthenumberanditrangforawhile

becauseitwasanswered

//Person:Melo’sphonehello?

Me:uhhmhigh.I’mYandiswa,mayIspeakto

DMBplease

Her:heyYandi.Mybrotherisoutatthemoment



Me:DMBisMelokuhle?

Her:yeah.It’shisinitials,why?

Me:heboughtmeabirthdaypresent.Bythe

wayIsawyoursandIloveit

Her:wellmypleasure,gladyoulovedit.what

didmybrothergetyou?

Me:agiftsetfromNWJ

Her:ohwow!Iwonder

Me:pleasetellhimIsaidthanksbutnothanks.

Idon’twanthisgift

Her:what?Why?

Me:heknowswhy

Her:what’sgoingonbetweenyoutwoanyway?

Me:nothing

Her:riiight.Hejustcamein,maybeyoucantell

himyourself

Me:what?NoI…



Ididn’tevenfinishmysentencewhenIwascut

offbyhis“Hello”.Hishellowassosexyyou

wouldswearyouweretalkingtosomeoneelse.

ItwassoboldandconfidentanddareIsay,rich.

Don’taskhowavoicesoundsrich,itjustdoes.

Me:thisisYandiswa.

Him:whatdoyouwant?

Me:trustme,Ididn’twanttomakethiscallbut

curiositygotthebestofme.

Him:wheredidyouevengetmynumber?

Me:itwasonthegiftyouboughtme.AnywayI

don’twantyourgift.Youcanstopbytofetchit

Him:you’reanungratefulbitchyouknowthat?!

Me:excuseme!

Him:whenastrangerbuysyouagiftoutofthe

goodnessoftheirheart,yousaythankyouand

nothingelse.

Me:wellthankyoubutnothanks.Idon’twantit!



Him:sowhatmustcanhappennowhuh?

Me:Idon’tknow.howaboutyoucomeand

fetchitandgiveittooneofyourfloozies

Him:youmightaswellthrowitinthebinifyou

hateitsomuch,Idon’tcarewhatyoudowithit!

Me:goscrewyourself

Him:gojumpoffacliff!//

Cutthecallandslammedmyphoneonthebed.

Iwassomad!Whywasthisguyslikethis?He

wassochildishandarrogantforjackshiit.I

tookthegiftandwenttothrowitinthebin

Nita:okandthen?

Shewenttotakeitoutofthetrash

Her:what’sgottenintoyou?

Me:DMBisDerrickMelokuhleBess

Her:friendhaveyouanyideahowmuchthisset

costs?

Me:doIcare?



Sheshowedmeherphoneandthesetwas

R1500

Me:so?

Her:comeonYandidon’tbelikethis

Me:hesaidIcanthrowitmos

Her:andyoureallygoingtothrowitaway?

Me:yes,becausethat’swherethingsfromhim

andhimingeneralbelong.

Her:wow!youaresomethingelseyouknow

that

Me:soI’vebeentold.

JustthenNalediwalkeditwithdozensof

shoppingbagsandshethrewthemonthefloor

andjumpedonmybed.

Her:hellomybabies

Us:hey

Her:whyaren’twehappy?IsitstilltheZuko

thing?



Nita:Iwish.It’stheMelothingnow

Her:Melo?Melokuhle?

Me:yeahhim

Her:whatdidhedo?

Nita:heboughtourungratefulfriendoverherea

giftsetfromNWJworthR1500

Her:andshedoesn’twantitbecause?

Me:he’sanasshole!

Nita:onewhogivesgoodgifts

Her:ifIturneddowngiftsbecausemenwere

assholeswe’dprobablybebrokeAF,washing

withcoldwatereverymorningandchargingour

phonesoncampusandI’dbewalkingaround

naked

Me:youhaveatrustfundandthousandsof

rendsleftforyoubyyourdad

Her:Iknowbutthat’sinsurancehoney.The

guysIgooutwithtakecareofallmyneedsand



wantsandmymoneystaysuntouchedand

invested

Me:ohwow

Nita:youcansaythatagain

Her:anyway.Youarekeepingthisgiftandyou

areputtingitonfortonight

Me:NO

Them:YES!

Itriedarguingbuttheywouldclosetheirears

andmakethat“lalalalala”noise.Talkabout

beingchildish.EventuallyIgaveupandputitin

mydrawerbecauseIwasnotwearinganything

fromMelokuhleBessever!Ishowedthemthe

thingsmomboughtformeandthisverynice

bagIhadseenatZara.Naledishowedusher

thingsherblesserboughtforherandboywere

theyexpensive,Ienviedhershame.Lateronwe

showeredandgotreadyformybirthdaydinner.

Everyonewaswearingblackandgold.Mygirls



andIwereinformation.IhadaskedAsemahle

tojoinusbutshecouldn’tbutshesaidshe

wouldtakemeoutthenextday.Itwasthethree

ofusandourother5friendsfromschool;

Natasha,Zama,Lathitha,LiyabonaandEmelie.

Wehadagreattimewithoutanyonegetting

sloshed.
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IfeellikeYandiswawasputonthisearthto

makemylifemiserableIswear.Niggabe

havingrelationshipproblemsyetheaintevenin

one.Ican'tbelievesheofallpeopleoncehada



boyfriend,Ifeelsorryforthepoorguy.Afterthe

littleshoppingwedidwewenttomycriband

foundAsewithLuinthekitchen.

Ase:wasabouttime!

Me:nahshutup.Heycuz

Weshoulderbumpedeachother.WeleftAthiin

townandIcamehomewithSiya.

Siya:sowhere'sLiz

Luc:she'sstillnotinterestedbro

Siya:shewillbesomeday

SiyahasathingforLizoratleastit’swhathe

andLizjokeabout.Idon'tknowreallyandI

don'tcare.

Lu:butfornowletitgo

Me:Isawthisandthoughtyoumightlikeit

IsaidhandingMelodytheZarapaperbag

Her:whatisit?



Me:openitandsee.Where'severyone?

Ase:inthelounge

Iwentouttotheloungeandeveryonewasthere

exceptIyaandLiz.Itwastheparents,Ngawo

togetherwithAuntAmberandherhusband.I

greetedeveryone.

Mom:wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:outwithSiya.He'sinthekitchenbytheway.

Where'sLiz?

Amb:onthephoneoutside

Me:howlonghasshebeen?

Stu:anhour

Me:anddadletthatbe…that’safirst

Dad:it’sherhusband.

Me:IbetyouandBoobieusedtotalkforhours

andnobodymadeyoucutthecallshort

Theylookedateachotherandblushed…geeez



Mom:truebuttheonesyoutalktoarenotyour

girlfriend,theyfloozies

Me:uhhhm…letmegocheckonYana

Everyonelaughedatme.Whatthehell?How

couldmomputmybusinessouttherefor

everyone?ItellMrsBessalmosteverythingby

theway,whobetterthanyourparentsforadvice?

Ifeellikedadwouldkindofbealljudgemental

andfatherlyandprettymuchlessofafriend.

WiththatIleftthemandwenttofindmybig

sisterandIfoundherinherroomfacingthe

otherdirection,Ijoinedherandcuddledher

frombehind.

Me:helloagain

Her:heyyou

Me:howareyou?

Her:amIsupposedtoanswerthatquestion?

Me:Ithinkthat'showconversationswork.The

otheroneasksaquestionandtheother



responds…youknowthattypeofthing

Her:ohright...uhhhmI'mok,howareyou?

Me:havinggirlproblemsyettheyaren’teven

mine

Shechuckledandturnedtofaceme.

Her:whathappenednow?

Me:rememberthepartyIwenttolastnight?

Her:theoneAthi&Siyaforcedyoutoattend?

Me:yeahthatone.Asewassupersloshedand

high

Her:momisgoingtokillher

Me:shedoesn'tknow…wellactuallyshedoes

andIdon’tknowhow.Nowlisten,sothere's

chick,hernameisYandiswaGxabaa….

Her:where'syourphonelet'sstalkher

Me:what?NO!

Her:comeon.Yousuckwithdescriptions



Me:noIdon’t

Her:yourdescriptionofagirlis;"she'ssmoking

hot,hasanassfordaysorboobsfordays"

Me:firstly,Idon'ttalklikethat.Secondlythat's

nottrue!

Shegavemethat"really"look

Me:fine!

Isearchedmypocketsandnothing.Ithen

rememberedImusthaveleftitinthekitchen

togetherwithmyshadesandkeys.Iwalkedout

andbumpedintomytwintalkingonmyphone,

shehandedittomewithoutsayingwhothe

callerwasonlytofindoutitwasYandiswa-Kill

menow!-IwalkedinsideIya'sroomandsaton

thebedandspoketoher.Whothehellcallsyou

andinsultsyouonyourphone?Yandiswawas

onecrazyb*tchandIwouldbedamnedtoever

bewithsomeonethatcrazy!Shemustthinkthe

worldrevolvesaroundherorsomething.She

wasbeingunnecessarilyrude.AfterthecallI



threwmyphoneonthebedandthrewmyself

back.

Iya:relationshipproblems?

Me:likeneverbefore.Ihateher!She'san

ungratefulbitch.

Her:who?

Me:Yandiswa

Her:lemmeseeherpicture

Me:Idon'thaveit

Her:Facebookidiot!

Me:deactivatedmyaccountyearsago.

Shetookmyphoneandshegotontomy

Facebookandmademereactivatemyaccount

andthensearchher.Wehad3mutualfriends;

Melody,AthiandSiya.Herpostswerepublic

butherpicturesweren't,youcouldonlysee

picturesshewastaggedon,shehadover3000

friends



Me:ohwellsorry

Her:callMelodytocomewithherphone

Me:really?

Her:yes,really!

IwalkedouttocallAseandshecamewithme

toIya'sroom.

Ase:what'sthisabout?

Iya:IwanttostalkMelo'snewcrushandyou

areherFacebookfriend

Me:newcrush?FuckNo!

Ase:who'sthecrush?

Me:noone

Iya:yandiswa

Wespokeatthesametime.Theybothlooked

atmeandlaughed

Ase:Iknewit!

Shetookoutherphoneandpagedthroughit



andprobablyfoundherbecauseshegaveIya

thephone.IwascurioussoIcheckedherout

withIyaandBoyohBoy!Shewasthetypeto

getover3000likesonherpictures.Shewas

realflamesnodoubt!

Ase:thanksforthebag.Iloveit

Me:youwelcome

Iya:where'smybag?

Me:youhaveajobanditpayswelltoo

Iya:butstill

Me:Asehasbeencutofffinancially

Iya:what?Why?

Ase:momisjustbeingdramatic

Iya:youknowIcan’tspeakonyourbehalfifyou

don’ttellmeright?

Ase:okfine.SoIwenttoapartylastnightand

gotsloppydrunk,apparentlymomanddadhad

beentrynacallmebutIwasunreachable,now



theymad

Iya:youknowyouneedtoquitalcoholright?

Ase:it’snotlikeIdrinkonschooldaysmos

Iya:Iunderstandthatbhabhabutstill.Youwere

admittedintohospitalforalcoholpoisoning.

Youwon’tbesoluckythistimearound

Aserolledhereyes

Ase:yes,mummy

Iya:IneedyoutopromisemeAsemahle.No

morealcohol

Ase:notevenaglassofwine?

Iya:one!

Ase:F*ckNO!I’m20forChristsake

Iya:thenstartactinglikeit.

AseraisedherhandsupindefeatandIyaandI

continuedgoingthroughYandiswa’spictures.

Shewasallsortsofbeautifulnodoubt.



Me:waitgoback

Her:why?

Me:Iwanttoseesomething

ShewentbackandInoticedshehadthesame

bagIhadboughtmysister

Me:you'vegottobekiddingme

Them:what?

Me:she'scarryingthesamebagIboughtyou

ItwasapictureofheratICC,herbackground

gaveheraway.Asecametooursideandshe

peeked.

Iya:evenyourtasteisthesame

Ase:youguysareamatchmadeinheaven

“whois?”

WeallturnedandsawLizstandingbythedoor.

Igotuptohugher.

Her:justbecauseI’mnotaBessdoesn’tmeanI



appreciatebeingexcluded

Ibrokethehugandwewenttositdown.

Me:wellthere’sthisgirl

Liz:couldthismeanyoufinallyhaveagirlfriend?

Ase:wewish.Hehasacrushonher

Iya:andthisoneisbeautiful

Me:allthegirlsIgetwitharebeautiful

Asemadecoughingsoundsandtheyall

laughed.

Me:screwyou!AsIwassaying,hernameis

Yandiswaandshe’sprettyandallbuther

attitudestinks!She’sabitchfromhellthatone

andshethinkstheworldrevolvesaroundher

Ase:innormalpeoplelanguagesheisactually

theopposite.Iwaswithheryesterdayandthis

morningandsheissuchasweetperson.But

becauseDerrickisDerrick,shedoesn’tlikehim.

Sayshewasrudeandthatheisannoying



Iya:she’sperfect.Itwouldmakeaperfect

weddingstoryoneday

Me:what?FuckNo!Iwouldratherdiethanbe

withherandshesaidthesame

Ase:whendidyoutwomeet?

Me:atGatewayandshewaswithhermomwho

alsosaidthiscrazyshiityouguysaresaying

andforoncesheandIagreedonusnever

happeningever!

Liz:younglove.Soadorable!

Me:I’moutofhere!

Isaidtakingmyphoneandleavingthemto

discussmefurtherbecausethat’swhatthey

alwaysdowhentheygettogether.Iwenttojoin

everyoneelsewhowassittinginthelounge

chattingupastorm.SiyaandLucweren’t

aroundsoI’massumingtheywereatSiya’s

placeorsomething

Mom:Ohmywordthatwasclassic!Istill



cannotbelieveshemadedadwashthecarin

therain

Amb:LillyBesswasnotawomanonewanted

tomesswith

Me:Grammymadegrandpawashthecarinthe

rain?Why?

Dad:wellthere’sthisone-timedadcamehome

lateandhehadn’tbeenansweringmom’scalls

right,andtotopitalloffhewalkedonhernew

whiterugwithmuddyfeet.Dadtriedto

apologiseandexplainbutMomdidn’twantto

hearjackshiit.Shemadehimwashthecarin

therain

Me:andgrandpadidthat?

Amb:ifhedidn’tthenshewouldhavelocked

himout,itwashischoicereally

Me:Grammywasabully

Dad:yeahandyourmotherseemstotakeright

afterher



Mom:what?NOI’mnothinglikeLilly

Dad:AmahleoncemademeflytoPEall

becauseherfatherandbrotherhadafight.

MindyouPEissupercoldatthataroundMay

andshedidn’tbotherwarningmebythewayso

Irockedupinshortsandt-shirtandthenshe

suggestswegototheflippingbeach.Haveyou

anyideahowcolditisatthebeacharound

midnight?

Wewereallinstitched

Mom:butitwasworthit

Shekisseddad’scheek

Him:helpmeunderstandhowthatwasworthit?

youwerewearingyournicewarmonesyanda

gownontop

Amb:yep,soundslikesomethingmomwould

havedone

Mom:Imissedhimthoughandwegottohave

sexinthecarforthefirsttime



Me:childearsintheroomwoman!

ItwassuchmomentsItreasuredwithmyfamily.

Momentswherewecouldsittogetherand

laughaboutanythingandeverythingtogether

andjustbecarefree.Iyaandtheothergirls

decidedtojoinusandjoininonthereminiscing.

Mom:there’sthisonetimeElizabethmademe

changemywholeoutfitallbecauseI’mafuture

MrsBessandDamonBess’swifecouldnotbe

seenwearingsuch

Amb:shewas8right?

Me:Lizyouweremean.

Dad:Ithoughtshelookedgood.Shewas

wearingsweatpants,whitevestandasneaker

butmynieceoverherefeltitwastoosimplefor

afutureMrsBess

Me:andyoulistenedtoherandchanged?

Mom:saidshewasn’tgoinganywherewithme

dressedlikethat



Ase:ohwow.Ican’tbelieveyoudidthattoour

mother

Liz:Ilookedonpointsosheneededtolookon

pointto

Dad:inallfairness,shelookedhotterwhenshe

changedheroutfit

Iya:dad!

Mom:buthe’srightthough.

Me:what’stheworstthingyou’veeverwent

throughasaparent?

Amb:explaininghickies.Lizwasaninquisitive

child,Ihadtosayitallergies

Mom:IsaidtoIyaitwasmosquitobitesand

thenshesawthemonDamon

Me:thehellwereyoudoinggivingaman

hickiesmom?

Dad:whatgoesoninthebedroomstaysthere

Ase:youguysaredisgusting!



Iya:aaahtherewasthistimewhenwewere

drivingtoMthathawithmomandthenyouguys

startedaskingmomaboutgaysandlesbians

Ase:wewerecurious

Amb:arghshamemahn.Thosearetheworst.

Howdidyouexplainit?

Mom:Itoldthemthatinmyunderstandingkids

areboughtatthehospital.Theykeptgoingon

andonabouthowtheirclassmatessaidit

wasn’tpossiblefortwowomentohavebabies

andallofthat.What’sworseisthatthese

situationsneverhappenedwhenDamonwas

around

Wealllaughedandcontinuedchattinguntil

lateronweorderedpizzaandthentherest

headedtotheirhousesandleftusalone

bonding,Ngawodidn’tsleepatmycribofcause

andIwasforcedtosleepatthemansion.LikeI

said,thesemomentswerethebest.Itfeltso

nicereminiscingandhearingaboutthethings



wedidaskids,Iyanawaslaughingandshewas

genuinelyhappy.Shedidn’tforgetwhatshe

wentthroughbutatthatmomentitwasasif

shehadforgotten.

.
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Mybirthdaydinnerwithmygirlswasjust

amazing.AfterICCwewenttoourcribfora

slumberpartyishtypeofthing.Bonkecameto

dropmygiftoffandthenheleft.Thethingsmy

friendsboughtmewerealltoobeautifulandI

lovedallofthem.Wewereinmyroomwith

snackswatchingamoviebutmostlychatting



thanwatchingthemovie.Myphonerangandit

wasaprivatenumber,Iwentouttothe

bathroomtoansweritbecausethoseones

weremakingalotofnoise.

//Me:hello?

Person:heyYandiswa

IcouldtellbyhisvoicethatitwasZuko.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:YandsI’msorry

Me:forwhatexactly?

Him:everything

Me:ok

Him:comeonYandsdon’tbelikethis

Me:andhowshouldIbeZukohuh?You

dumpedme

Him:Ididn’tdumpyouYands,yousaidlet’send

itandIsaiditwascoolsotechnicallyyouended

things



Me:youbeingfuckingchildishrightnow

Him:it’sthetruth

Me:isthiswhyyoucalledme?

Him:noIcalledtoapologise

Me:andyoudidbyenow

Him:Yandiswawait…please

Me:fine

Him:look.I’msorryforeverything.I’manass,

alwaysbeenoneandprobablyalwayswillbe,

YandiswaIloveyouandImissyou.IknowI

screwedusupandyou’llprobablyneverforgive

meforthethingsI’vedone.YandiswaImadea

hugemistakeandIwantyouback.Ple….

Me:NoZukoIdon’twanttohearanyofthis.

Youshouldhavetoldmethisabout6to7

monthsago.Notthisandnotnow

Him:whyYandiswa?

Me:becauseZukothat’swhenIneededtohear



itandnotnow.Youbrokemyheartwiththeway

youhandledthingsandIdon’tthinkIwanttogo

backtothat.Youmademefeellessofa

womanallbecauseIwouldn’tlosemyvirginity

whenyouwantedmeto

Him:Yan…

Me:I’mnotdonetalking.I’vebeentryingtoget

mylifebackinorderallthismonthandI’mstill

tryingtodosoevennow.ZukoIforgiveyoufor

whatyoudonebutyouandI?thatwillnever

happenagain.Yesyoubrokemyvirginitybut

that’sasfarasitgoes.Wewillneverbeagain,I

learntmylesson

Him:ouch.

Me:pleasedon’tevercallmeagain.YouandI

arenothing;wewillneverbeanythingmore

thanexes

Him:oh…okthen.Happybirthday.

Me:thankyouandbye//



Iwassittingonaclosedtoiletseat,tears

startedrolling,Idon’tevenknowwhyIwas

cryingbutIwas.Itwasactuallymyfirsttime

actuallytellinghimstraightupthatIwasdone

withhimandthatIneverwantedanythingtodo

withhimandIthinkImeantit,Ilovedhimand

allbutthepainhe’sputmethrough,okmaybe

I’mexaggeratingbutwhenyouloveapersonto

thepointofnoreturnit’snoteasytoforgiveand

forgetthethingstheyputyouthrough.WhenI

saidweshouldendthings,it’snotlikeImeantit;

Iexpectedhimtobetheboyfriendhe’salways

beenandtellmethatI’mcrazyandthathe

wasn’tgoingtoallowsuchnonsensefromme

butnope,notthistimearound,Iguesshewas

alsosickandtiredofthefightingandeverything

else.Justthinkingaboutthenightwebrokeup

broughtmoretearsintomyeyes.Iheardthe

dooropenandclose,Ididn’tbotherlookingup

becausethenwhoeverthepersonwasisgoing

toaskmequestionsandIwon’tbeableto



answertherealreasonIwascrying.

“everythingok?”

OfcauseitwasNaledi,Imeanwhoelsecouldit

havebeen.Shecametokneelinfrontofme

andmademelookather.Nalediwastherethe

nightZukoandIbrokeupandshewentthrough

thewholepainwithme.Ishookmyheadwith

tearsstreamingdown.shetookatissueand

wipedmytears.

Her:honeyboowhat’swrong?

Me:thatwasZuko

Her:whatdidhewant?

Me:hewantsmebackIguess

Shekeptquietforawhile,almostlikeshewas

thinkingofwhattosayfromhearonwards

Her:ListenZukomessedthingsup,he’s

supposedtobecryingandnotyou.Hescrewed

thingsupandnotyoumyfriend.Hedoesn’t

deserveyourtears;youweren’tgoingtohave



sexbecausehecouldn’twait.Youdidnothing

wrongmyfriend,hedid.Iwastherewhenyou

guysendedthings,youcriedenoughbecause

ofhim.Don’tlethimdothistoyou,don’tlethim

takeyou10stepsbacktowhereyouoncewere

7monthsago.There’sareasonthingswentthe

waytheydid,ifyouandhimaremeanttobe

thentrustandbelievethatyouwillbe.Godwill

findawayforyoutwotobe.Youspentso

muchtimerebuildingyourselftobecomethis

womanyouarenow,don’tlethimtakeyouback,

he’snotworthit.youaregoingtomeettheman

ofyourdreamsandhewillloveyoumorethan

you’veeverbeenlovedbefore.Ok?

Inoddedandshekissedmyforehead.

Her:Iloveyousweetcheeks

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Thankyou

Her:whataresistersfor?

Ismiledandsodidshe.



Her:comelet’sgositwiththeothersand

screamourlungsoutwhensomeonediesin

thatmovielikeanynormalgirlok?

Me:ok

Iwashedmyfaceandwipeditwithatowelthen

wentbacktotheroomwithmyhandinhers.

TrustNaleditotreatmelikeherbabybutIloved

heranyway.Theroomwasdarkandonlythetv

screenon,wewerewatchingInsidious,Ilike

horrorsthatareconfusingandalsoscarybythe

way,notthosepredictablethingslikefinal

destinationorwrongturn.I’mallaboutghosts

andstuff.IwassittingbetweenLediandEmelie,

bothscardycatsbytheway.Afterthemovie

endedtheywantedchaptertwoofit

Me:weren’tyouguysjustcryingandsuper

scared?

Lathi:sowhatifitwewere?

Tash:itwasanicemovieok.Nowplease,

chapter2



Nita:I’llgorefillthesnacks

Em:I’lljoinyou

Me:Iwonderwhatyouwannagossipabout?

Em:IknowIlovetogossipbutnotthatmuch

geez

Ledi:riiight.Webelieveyou

Theywentoutlaughingandtherestofus

engagedinaconversation.

Lathi:soImetaguy

Me:whenandwhere?

Ledi:what’shisnameandwheredoeshework?

Lathi:he’sastudentatHowardyouguys

Ledi:oh…

Lathi:asIwassaying,hisnameisDerrickNgesi

andhe’sstudyinglawdoinghisfinal

Me:youmeanMelokuhleBess?

Her:hesaidhissurnamewasNgesiand



nothingaboutaBess

WesearchedforhimonFacebookandfound

nothingthenwetookthesearchtoInstagram

andtherehewaswithaprivateaccount

Me:followhim

Ledi:what?NOI’mnotdoingthat,youdoit

Me:hewon’tacceptmyrequestifit’sthe

DerrickIthinkitis

Ledi:fine

Shesenthimafollowrequestandminuteslater

shewasapprovedbutniggadidn’tfollowback,

Ledi’saccountwasalsoprivate

Tash:whydidn’thefollowback?

Ledi:becauselikehimmyaccountisprivate

WewentthroughhispicturesanddareIsay…H-

O-T!

Lathi:itshim

Me:don’teveninvestinhimfriend.Hedoesn’t



dorelationships

Tash:youknowthishow?

Me:hewasherethismorningtofetchhissister.

Theguyisanass

Lathi:ahhhmahnandhereIwasthinkingI

finallymetagoodone

Me:sorrybuddy,youarewaytoosweetforhim

Lathi:buthewassweettomewhenwe

bumpedintoeachother

Me:where?

Lathi:whenIwasgifthunting.

Ledi:welltrythingsoutandseewherethings

takeyou

Me:Itotallydisagree;he’llonlybreakyourheart.

Hescrewsandleaves

Tash:whatdoeshissisterhavetosayabout

him?

Me:thathedoesn’tdorelationships



Lathi:buthe’scuteandhehasanamazing

voiceandIlikehim

Ledi:thengoforhimbutdon’tsaywedidn’t

warnyou

Ijustkeptquiet.Lathithaisaverysweetgirl,

moreorlesslikeAnitabutshe’snotavirgin.

Herlastrelationshipendedaboutayearago

andlatelyshehasbeenfocusingonherselfand

tryingtorebuildherself.Herlastboyfriendslept

withherbestfriendandnowtheydating,men

canbeverytrashyifyouaskme.Sothat’sjust

howLathitha’slifehasbeen.

Tash:Istillthinkyoushouldgiveitashot

Lathi:ayIdon’tknow

Em:whatdon’tyouknow?

Ledi:she’sthinkingofgoingoutwithDerrick

Bess

Nita:badideafriend

Ledi:evenNitathinksit’sabadidea



Nita:he’sfriendswithBonkeandBonkehas

toldmeallabouttheguy,howhescrewsonly

withoutanystrings.TheguyhasNEVERbeenin

aseriousrelationshipbefore

Tash:maybeLathicouldbetheguysfirst.You

neverknow

Nita:andyousureyouwanttobetheoneto

findthatout,lookatwhathappenedtoYandi…

nooffense

Me:nonetaken.Zukowasanoserious

relationshipguyuntilIcamealong

Em:yeahbutyouwereavirginsoyoucouldn’t

reallyexpecthimtobeaprincecharmingnow

Me:Iwasn’tbutstill,fuckboysareneveragood

idea.Youdohimthewayhedoesyou

Ledi:Itaughtyouwell.Derrickdoesn’twanta

relationshipfriend.Ibetyouhehasalistof

blockedcontactsonhisWhatsApporiChator

whateveraswespeak



Lathi:Iappreciateeverythingyouguysare

sayingbutcanIpleaseputmyhandinthefire

justthisonceandgetburntonmyownsothatI

actuallyknowwhatI’mtalkingaboutinfuture

Me:Irestmycase

Iliftedmyhandsupindefeat.Lathithaisthe

typethathurtsreallyhardwhenshehurts,she’s

thetypethatevengoesasfarascuttingherself

soyoucanunderstandwhywesoprotective.

Derrickisanassandhe’llonlypushhertothat

point.

Ledi:finelady.Goodluck

Tash:let’sjustwatchthemovieok.Everyone

backtoyourplacesandlet’senjoytherestof

thedayok?

IgotaWhatsApptextfromAsemahlesaying

shecan’tcometotowntomeetsocanIcome

overtoherhomeinstead,she’llpayformycab

orpetrolifneedbeapparentlyshewassortof

groundedinaway.Ididn’tknowwhattosayso



Ididn’trespondandthegirlcalledme.Iwentto

answeritinthetoiletagain.

//me:hey

Her:didIsaysomethingwrong?

Me:Ican’tcometoyourhouse

Her:why?Icangetourdrivertocomeandfetch

youdude

Me:comeonAse

Her:please.It’sbadenoughmyparentsdon’t

wantmetogoanywhereandnowyougoingto

cancelonme?

Me:manipulationdoesn’tworkonme

Her:I’llmakesurethatDerrickisnotaround

Ithoughtforasecond

Me:okfine

Her:youreallyhatehisgutshuh?

Me:maybeifhestoppedbeinganassthenI



wouldn’t

Her:comeoverandI’lltellyouallabouthimand

whyhe’sthewayheis

Me:trustme,Idon’tcarewhyhe’slikethat

Her:youwillonewayoftheother

Me:IguessIdon’thaveachoice

Her:thankyousomuch.Mysisterisgoingto

loveyou!

Me:I’mscaredalready

Her:relax.Bringanicebottleofwineonyour

way,I’llrefundyou

Me:sweetordry?

Her:dryred

Me:okcool

Her:goodnight

Me:night//

Iwentbacktomyroom.Iwonderwhatisit



aboutDerrickBessandrelationships.Ican’tsay

Iwaslookingforwardtotomorrow,whatifI

bumpintohim?Itishishomeafterall.We

watchedthemovietilltheendandthenwe

spokeabitbeforecallingitanight.Lifewas

amazingforthatwhile.

.
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IwaswokenupbyMrsBessjumpingontopof

mybedassheusedtobackwhenIwasakid.

SeewhyIdon’tlikespendingthenightathome??

Shewakesmeuplikethisallthetime,talk

aboutthoseannoyingparentswhoarestillon



InstagramandtwitterandFacebookohand

howcanIforget,snapchat.Ithinktheydon’t

wanttogroworsomethingandthethingsthey

commentonourpicturesorthepicturesthey

postofus…letmenotsaymuch!Anywayshe

keptjumpingupanddownonmybedtellingme

towakeup.

Me:ha.amomthisisnotfair

Her:wakeywakey

Me:I’mup.Whatdoyouwant?

Her:that’snowaytotalktoyourmothernowis

it?

Shesaidsittingontopofme,Iwasstillunder

theblankets.

Me:sorrymom.What’sup?

Itookmyphoneandlookedatthetime,itwas

justafter6.Iremovedtheblanketovermyhead

Me:Boobiewhatthehell



Her:wakeup.Ijustgotbackfromajogwith

Siya

Me:yeahwellyouhaveahusbandtotellallof

thisto

Her:myhusbandisgoneonabusinesstrip

Me:itsSunday…

Her:Iknow.hehadtoflytoNewYork,there’s

somestuffthatneedshimurgently

Me:shamemahn

Her:yeahshamemahn.Youtheclosestthingto

himsoI’mtellingyou

Ipulledtheblanketovermyheadagain

Me:Ididn’tsignupforthis

Her:youdidwhenyoudecidedtolooklikehim

Shesaidpullingitoffofme.Thiswomanyou

guys.

Her:getupwegoingtochurch



Me:youstilldothat?

Her:Iwillslapthedaylightsoutofyou

Ilaughedathowseriousshesuddenwas.

Me:Iwasjokinggeez.

Her:Ihopeyoustillgotochurch

Me:likeIhaveachoice

Her:whydon’tyouteachyourtwinthatchurch

isactuallyathing

Me:yeahwellmaybeifyougaveherthings

backshewouldgo

Her:nahshestillwouldn’tgo.MeloI’mworried

abouther

Isatupproperlyandshegotinbedwithmeand

leanedonmyshoulder.

Me:Aseisgoingtobefinemom.Shejust

needstime

Her:it’sbeen5monthsalreadyMelo.Theywere

myparentsMelo,Ilostabigpartofmewhen



theydiedandIdon’tunderstandwhyshe’s

behavinglikethis.I’vetriedMelo,Itrulyhave.I

don’tknowwhattodoanymore.She’smy

daughterandIloveher,mepunishingherisnot

becauseIhateheroranythinglikethat.Ijust

wanthertogrowupandseethatthere’smore

tolifethandrinkingtillyoupassoutortillyou

landupinhospital.It’snotlikeI’msayingIdon’t

wantyouguysgoingoutandhavingfunbutI

wouldappreciateitifyouguystoneditdowna

bit.Andrewalmostdiedbecauseofthis

drinking,thetruckdriverthatdroveintohim

wasdrivingundertheinfluenceandlookwho

gothurtandlosthisspineintheprocess

Nothinghurtsmorethanamother’ssilentcry.

Thethingsweputourmother’sthrougharethe

worst.MomandIareveryclose,morethanshe

iswiththerestofmysiblings;youcouldeven

goasfarassayingI’mherfavouritechild,

anywayasmuchaswetalkandsometimes

havethosedeepconversations,itwasmyfirst



timehearingherspeaklikethis.Iputmyarm

aroundherandkissedthesideofherforehead.

Me:weallhealdifferentlymom.Weallhaveour

owndifferentcopingmechanismsandhers

happenstobealcohol.She’snotanaddictbutI

guessthat’sjusthowshedealswiththepain

mom.Let’sgivehertimeandmaybeshe’ll

eventuallyquitbecauseattheendoftheday

youcan’tforcesomeonetodosomethingthey

notreadytodo

Her:Iguessyouright.whendidyougrowup?

Ichuckled

Me:momreallynow?

Her:oneminuteyouaskingmeaboutgaysand

lesbiansandthenextyouteachingmehowto

beaparent.ImeanreallynowDerrick?

Me:comeonBoobiedon’tplaylikethat.I’m20

remember?

Her:yougrowtobecomemorelikeyourfather



bytheday

Me:I’mnothinglikehim

Her:youareaphotocopyofhim.Youhis

doppelganger

Me:samewayMelodyisyoursright

Her:hahahahaveryfunnyMelo.Let’sgomake

breakfast.

Me:okgetoutletmewearsomethingproper

Her:honeythereisnothingIhaven’tseenina

muchlargersize

Ilookedatherandlaughedsohardandsodid

she.DidmymomjustdissmyD?guyswhere

didIgetthiswoman?YouseeifIweretobein

arelationshipitwouldhavetobewithsomeone

likemyfirstladyoverhere,she’sallsortsof

AWESOMEandyoucan’thelpbutloveher.

Me:Momwhatthefuck?NO!

Her:what?I’veseenitallbabydon’tworry



Me:mygodwhichplanetdiddadgetyou?

Her:planetEarthsomewhereinUshakaMarine

worldandthenagainataclubonFloridaand

thenlateratBereapicknpay

Me:Iknowthatstoryalreadymom…geez

Her:youasked

Iwaswearingbriefs,I’mahugefanandaneven

biggerfanofCalvinKlein.Igotupandtookout

ateeinmywardrobeandpjaypants

Her:toldyouI’veseenbetter

Itookasmallpillowonthechairandthrewitat

herandshelaughedandthrewoneback.

Me:youmightaswellmakemybedMi.Lady

Her:inyourdreams!

Shesaidgettingoffofmybedandsittingatthe

edge.

Me:yousocruel

Her:gobrushyourteethandletsgo



WiththatIwalkedtomybathroomandwashed

myfaceandbrushedmyteethandthenwe

walkedout.

Me:andwhataboutyourotherkids?

Her:theysleeping

Me:youfoundmesleeping

Her:yeahbutIyaneedstherestandMelodyis

helpingherrest

Me:talkaboutfavouritism

Shejustlaughedatmeanddraggedmetoher

roomtotakeherphoneandthenweboth

walkeddowntothekitchen.Shemademedo

allthechoppingwhileshemadeomelettesfor

everyone,whenshewasdoneshetoldmetogo

wakethegirlsup.IgottoIya’sroomand

knockedoncebeforegoingin.

Ase:everheardofknocking

Me:yeahandIdid,notmyfaultyoutwowere

busygossiping



Iya:morningbrother.Howareyou?

Me:morningsisters.I’mgoodthankyouand

howareyou?

Iya:wegreat.Whyareyouupsoearly?

Me:blameyourmother

Theybothlaughed.

Ase:thankgodyouhome

Me:andyouwonderwhyIdon’tspendmy

weekendshere

Iya:arghatleastitgaveyoutwosometimeto

bond.Sowhat’sforbreakfast?

Me:followmeandyou’llsee

Ase:I’mhopingforaniceEnglishbreakfast.I’m

talkingbeaconandeggs,freshlysqueezed

orangejuice

IyaandIlookedateachotherandwelaughed

ather.Thisonethinksthisissomekindofhotel

orsomething.



Iya:wishfulthinkingsis.Momwouldn’tdare,

especiallywithdadaway

Ase:dad’sgone?

Iya:heleftthismorningaround4.He’sgoneto

NYCity

Ase:thisguy.Howcomeyoudidn’twakeme?

Me:youwereprobablydeadasleepasusual.

Iya:morningBoobie

Shekissedmom’scheek

Ase:morningmom.Thissmellsgreat

Weallgatheredaroundthetableandtookour

seats

Mom:thanksbaby.mornings.Iyapleasebless

thefood

Iya:maywepleasebowourheadsandpray.

Dearlordwecomebeforeyouthankingyoufor

thefoodweareabouttoreceiveinyourname,

Amen.



Us:Amen

Iya:thisreallylooksgoodmom

Mom:andittastesjustasgood

Iya:sowhichserviceareweattending?

Mom:Iwasthinkingthemorningandthenlater

onwegoovertoAmber’s

Ase:sinceI’mnotallowedtogoout,canmy

friendcomeoverthisafternoon?

Me:aren’tyougoingtochurchwithus?

Ase:Idon’thaveanythingchurchworthyhere.

Mom:aslongasthatfriendisnotaboy

Ase:trustmeit’snotaboymom.

Mom:finethen.

Wecontinuedeatingandjustchattingabout

randomstuff

Mom:sohaveyouandNgawodecidedona

weddingdate?



Iya:nahnotyet.Idon’tthinkIwanttoget

marriedanymore

Me:what?

Mom:why?

Iya:IloveNgawo,he’sadreambutIcan’thelp

butfeellikewerushingthings.Ifitwasn’tfor

thebaby,Idon’tthinkwe’devenbeengaged

mom

Ase:butIthoughtyoulovedhim?

Iya:IdolovehimbutwhydoIfeellikehe’snot

themanofmydreams?Imeanhaveyouseen

whatmomanddadhave?Thelovetheyshare

andthewaytheylookateachotheralmostlike

it’stheirfirsttimemeeting.Idon’thavethat

withNgawo,welackthatconnection

Ase:andwhendidyourealisethis?

Iya:Iguesslosingthebabyhasgivenmetime

toactuallyre-evaluatemyrelationshipwithhim

Mom:ifyousureaboutyourdecisionthenyou



havemysupport.Attheendofthedayyou

don’twanttogetintoamarriageyouare

uncertainof.Imeanlovealoneisnotenoughto

makeyoustayinarelationship

Ase:butmomyouonetotalk,you’veonlyever

beenwithtwomeninyourlife

Mom:andhavingbeenwithonlytwomenIwas

luckyenoughtofindmydreamguyaftermy

heartbreak

Me:mmmhIsee.Sowhat?Doesthismeanyou

goingtogiveNgawohislobolaback?

Iya:ifyoucandothat,thenyes.Iseenoreason

tonot

Mom:doesthismeanthatyoubreakingthe

engagementoff?

Iya:yes,mom.

Mom:asaconcernedmotherIhavetoask.

Don’tyouthinkyoumakingpremature

decisionsbecauseofwhatyou’vebeenthrough?



ImeanIknowwhatit’sliketoloseachildand

whenyou’vebeenthroughsuchyoubegin

questioningeverythingaboutyourrelationship

withyourpartner,youdon’tevenknowwhether

youguysaregoingtogetthroughthisstormor

not

Iya:butit’snothinglikethatmom.Ngawoisa

goodguybutIcan’thelpbutfeellikethelove

I’mreturningtohimis…what’stheword?....

little?ImeantheguylovesmemorethanIlove

him,hehaseverythingplannedoutforusanI’m

justoucheastillgrowingandstilltryingtofind

myselfaftereverythingthathashappened

Me:momifYanadoesn’twanttomarryNgawo

anymorethenweshouldn’ttryconvinceher

otherwise.

Ase:hahahaIalwaysknewyousecretlydidn’t

liketheguy

Me:it’snotthatIdon’tlikehimbutIfeellike

he’stoonerdyformysisterandYanadeserves



aguywhochallengeshermorethanshe

challengesherself.YanaislikeElenafromThe

VampireDiariesandthenNgawoislikeStefan,

Stefan’snevergetthegirl!notever!

Everyonelaughed.

Mom:whyamInotsurprisedyou’dmakea

referencetoVampireDiaries?Youreallyare

yourfather’sson.

Ijustsmiled.Wecontinuedchattingandwhen

weweredoneAsemahleofferedtoclearthe

tableandthenshewashedthedishes,itwas

shockingbutIguessshereallywantedherlife

back.Whenshewasdoneshecleanedthe

kitchenandthenweleftandwenttochurch.

AfterchurchwedrovestraighthomeandasI

waswalkingintotheloungeIbumpedintoa

verybeautifulpersonwithanunpleasant

attitude.ThishadtobeastartofabadjokeI

swear!

.
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Ican’tsayIwaslookingforwardtotoday.Ikept

hopingandprayingthatIdon’tbumpinto

DerrickJerk-ass-miserableMelokuhleBess!I

gotacallfromAsemahlearound7askingmeto

comeoverat8andthatIshouldnotbringthe

winebottleanymoreonmywaytohercriband

sheaskedmetocarryabikiniandstuffandsoI

wokeupandshoweredandthenpreparedtogo

over.Anita,LathithaandEmelieweregoingto

gotochurchtoattendthemorningservice

whiletherestsaidtheyweregoingtostay

indoorsandcooklunchandyouknowNaledi,



shewasgoingoutwithherMinisterof

everything.Wewereinherroom,meandher

andshewaspreparinganoutfit.

Her:howdoesthislook?

Shewaswearingashortdressandanice

stiletto

Me:makesyoulooklikedessert

Her:that’sthepointthough

Me:nofriend.Ifyougolookinglikethatthenhe

won’tbotherevengoingallouttoimpressyou,

he’lltakeyoustraighttoahotelandgetrighton

tobusiness

Her:Iguessyouright.sowhatdoyousuggest

Itookoutapairofboyfriendjeanswithwhite

vestandaleatherjacket

Me:trythis

Her:nowyoujustplaying

Me:youlikethisguyandyouwanttoleavean



impressionright?

Her:whosaidIlikehim?

Me:I’mnotstupidnowamI?

Her:no.

Me:youneverspendthismuchtimewiththem

nordoyougothroughsomuchtroubleto

impress.Sowhatisitaboutthisone?

Her:Idon’tknowmyfriend.Everythingabout

himisjustperfectandmakesmewanthim.Out

ofalltheguysInormallyhangwith,heisthe

firsttoevertakecontrolinsexandalsorefuse

it

Me:wellaren’tyouweird

Her:Idon’texpectyoutounderstand

Me:I’mkiddingbabeIunderstandyouperfectly.

Her:whenheaskedmetocomeoutlastnight

hegavemeagoodnightkissandaboxof

chocolateandheaskedmeoutforbreakfast.



Nosexnonothing

Me:wow.he’sakeeper.Doesthismeanyou’re

inlove?

Her:toosoonhoneyboo.Plus,Idon’tdolong

distancerelationships

Me:takeitthisway.You’llbevisitingLAevery

nowandthen

Her:arghIdon’tknowfriend.Whatifhehasa

secretlifehe’sleadinginthestatesandis

hidingit?

Me:youonlymethimFridayfriend.Don’tbe

dramatic,gettoknowhimfirst

Her:fine.UhhmhowdoIlook?

SheturnedaroundandImustsayshewas

flames.

Me:youlooklikeakeepermyfriend.Total

flames

Shechuckled



Her:youjustplaying

Me:noreallythoughfriend.Youlookbeautiful

Her:thanks.WhyamIsuddenlynervous?

Me:whowouldn’tbe?

Her:Iwanttocancel

Me:nowaysNaledi.Youaregoingtothat

breakfastandyougoingtoenjoyyourself!

Shenodded.

Her:youlookgoodtoobytheway

Me:Ihaveto.WhatifIbumpintoMrsBess?

Her:isshetheonlyoneyouworriedabout?

Me:whoelsewouldIbeworriedabout?

Her:Idon’tknow,hersonmaybe?

Me:Ijustdon’twishtobumpintohimthat’sall.

Iwaswearingaloosewhitedresswithablue

suedewedgeandcarryingmynewbagmummy

boughtwithmyhairuntiedandanavyblazer.



Wetookselfiesasusualandthenshecalled

herguywhocametofetchusandthenwentto

dropmeoffatthemansion.Itwasreallya

mansionnolie,itwastheemostbeautiful

houseIhadeverseenbefore!Irangthebuzzer

andthegateopened,theyardwassuperbig

andthecarsthatwereparkedintheyardwere

justsomethingelse.Whoknewthatidiotlived

insuchabeautifulhouse?Asemahlecameout

wearingshortsandatanktopwithflipflops

andherhairhangingloosely,shehadlonghair.

Her:heybaby

Shesaidhuggingme

Me:heyyou.

Ibrokethehug

Me:dudeyourhouseisbeautiful!

Her:thanks.Waittillyouseeitinside.Howare

you?

Shesaidleadingmeinside.



Me:I’mgoodandhowareyou?

Her:I’mgood.Waitisthatmybag?

Me:youhaveabaglikethis?

Her:mybrotherboughtitformeyesterday

Me:thesamecolour?

Her:yeah.Comeletmeshowyou

Sheledmeupstairs,onthewayuponthewall

waspicturesofthefamily,fromwhentheywere

kidstonow,theirhousewasmagical.Wegotto

herroomwhichwasalsojustbeautiful!She

openedadoorwhichledtoawalkinclosetand

shecameoutcarryingthesamebagasmine.

Me:yourbrotherhasgreattaste

Her:Itaughthimwell.

Me:whereiseveryone?

Her:dadisinNewYorkandtherestwentto

church.Youlookamazingbytheway

Me:thankyou.Youtoo



Her:yeahright.doyouwanttochillindoorsor

youwanttogoswimming?

Me:youmademecarryabikini.Wemightas

well.

Itookmydressoffrevealingmyblackhigh

waistbikini

Her:damngirl!Iseewhatmybrotherwas

talkingabout

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:yourbodyisflamesandthathewouldlike

tobangyousomeday!

Me:hahahawhat?

Icouldn’tbelievemyears.Melokuhlewantedto

bangme?What?Myearshadtobedeceiving

meandevensohewasdreamingbecauseI

wouldneverbanghim.

Her:youreallydon’tlikemybrotherhuh?

Me:maybethedayhestopsbeinganass,I’ll



makeanexception

Shelaughedatmeandthenshetookoffher

thingsandweheadeddowntalkingaboutmy

hateforherbrotherandwhatactuallyspiralled

itall.WegottothewaterandshegotinwhileI

justsatattheedge,notallofusarelucky

enoughtohavesomewhiteinourbloodlikeher.

Her:youknow,he’snotsuchabadperson

Me:ofcauseyouwouldsaythat,youtheguy’s

sister

Her:hecanbeanassattimesbuttrustmehe

isnotsuchabadguyYandi;youjustdon’tknow

himwelloryou’vecaughthiminthemood

Me:isitsohardforhimtoactuallyplaynice

withpeoplehedoesn’tknow?

Shechuckledandshegotoutofthewaterand

satnexttome.

Her:hahahaIcan’tspeakforhimonthatbutI

willtellyouthis,mybrotherwasn’talwayssuch



anass.Hewasaverysweetguybackinhigh

schoolandhewasprettymucheverygirl’s

dreamboyfriendandthenhisgirlfriendcheated

onhimwithhisbestfriendthenandfromthere

onwardshe’sbeenplayinggirlsandpretty

muchtheassheisnow.

Me:stilldoesn’texplainhisattitudeAsemahle.I

gotoutofabadrelationshipnotsolongago

andyoudon’tseemelashingoutorplaying

men.Yourbrotherneedstolearntobenicerto

strangers.

Her:welostourgrandmotherandgrandfather

thisyearinaugustandasmycoping

mechanismIturnedtoalcohol,I’mtalking

heavydrinking.Worsethanyourbirthdaytype

ofdrinking,atthisonepartyIgotalcohol

poisoningbutthatstilldidn’tstopmefrom

drinking.Melohasbeenworriedaboutmeever

sinceandhe’sbeendoinghisalltoprotectme.

Evenifitmeanshurtingsomeoneelse’s

feelingsintheprocess.Idon’texpectyouto



understandhimoracceptthewayheis,butI

justfeltlikeIshouldtellyouwhyhewasthe

wayhewastoyouwhenIwasdrunkandalsoI

amsorryforthewayhespoketoyou

Justbecausepeoplelookliketheyhappyand

theyhaveitalldoesn’tmeanthattheyactually

arethewaytheylook.IdidreadaboutMrand

MrsHlathi’stragicdeathbutIdidn’tthinkit

affectedtheirfamilythisbad.Asemahle’sstory

changedmywholeperspectiveonherbrother

andherasawhole.

Me:I’msorryIdidn’tknow.

Her:nobodybesidesthefamilyknows.Wemay

seemlikelifeisallrosesandsweetandallbut

itisn’t.Derrickistheonlyguyamongstgirlsand

whateverterriblethingthathappenstous,it

hitshimharder.Liketheyearmysisterfound

outherrealmomdiedwhilegivingbirthtoher,

Yanatookitsobadthatsheactuallyturnedto

drugstocopebutwiththerightguyshepulled



through.Ofcauseherbeinginvolvedinsuch

tookitstollonmybrother

Iwasshockedhonestly.Imeanhow?TheBess

seemstobethemostperfectfamilythereis

outthereonlytofindoutthattheydealingwith

such?Imeanthisishardtotakeinhonestly.

Themoreshetoldmeaboutherfamily,the

moreIbegantounderstandhertwin.Hewasn’t

anassbynaturebutthat’sthefrontheputup

sothatpeopleloseinterestinhim.

Me:IamsosorrytohearthatMahle

Her:itswaterunderthebridge.Iwould

appreciateitthoughifyoudidn’ttellanyone

aboutprettymucheverythingI’vetoldyouok?

Me:mylipsaresealed.

Her:mybrotherlikesyou,youshowedhimthat

youactuallycareaboutotherpeople.He

doesn’twanttoadmitthathelikesyouthough

becausethenitwouldruinhisrep.Helikesto

makepeoplebelievehe’sajerksothathe



doesn’tgetclosetoanyoneandsothatanyone

doesn’tgetclosetohimbecausehefeelslike

peoplearesaferthatway.Thelessheneedsto

worryandcareaboutotherpeopleoutsidehis

circle,thebetter.

Me:complicated.

Her:Iknowright.canIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Me:yeahsure

Shegotoutofthewateranddriedherselfand

sodidIandthenwewentinside.Shemadeus

chickenwrapswithchipsonthesideandamini

saladwithsomejuiceandthenwewenttochill

intheloungeandjusttalkedaboutstuff.

Me:soyou’veneverhadaboyfriend?

Her:Iwishbutno.IguessI’veneverseenthe

needforoneseeingthatmybrotherplaysthe

rolealltoowell

Me:don’tyougethornyorsomething?

Her:hahahaonmyperiods,yesbutcomeon.



Aintlikeyougoingtodieifyoudon’tgetsex

right?

Me:Iguess

Her:howmanyguyshaveyoudated?

Me:dated?2,therestit’sjustbeenflirtingand

child’splay.Sothere’smyexright,thecurrent

ex;heandIhavebeenflirtmatesfor3years

untilwedecidedtoofficialisethingsonlyforus

toendthisyear,afewdaysbeforeour

anniversary.

Her:ouch!Andtheothers?

Me:wellmyfirstboyfriendwasingrade9andit

wasforthesakeofdating,didn’tevenlast6

monthsandIwasalreadytiredoftheguy.We

neverevenkissedever

Shelaughed.

Me:mysecondonewedatedfromend

Decembertilendmarchthefollowingyearand

hewasstudyinginQueensboysandtotopit



off,hewasarugbyplayersohewasnever

homeandheneverhadtimesoIdumpedhim.

Andthenthethirdone,Ididn’tknowwewere

datinguntilhewishedmeahappyanniversary

andIcalleditquitsonthatsameday

Her:ohmywordyousuck!

Me:Iknowright.I’veneverhadproblemswith

dumpingguysexceptZuko

Her:whatabouthim?

Ipagedthroughmyphonetothelast

conversationwehadwhereheagreedtous

callingitquits.

Me:uhhmreadfromhereto…you’llseewhereit

allends.MayItakethedishes?

Her:yeahsurethanks.

WiththatItookthedishestothekitchen,Ihad

atowelwrappedaroundmybodyandmyhair

wasallovertheplace.AsIwaswalkingoutof

theloungeIwassuddenlyintoxicatebya



familiarcologne,oneIknewalltoowell.Ididn’t

wanttolookupbecauseIwasscareitmight

justbehim.

Him:soyouareMelody’sguest?

MytoweldecideditwastimetoshowMrBess

mybodyagainandthistimetherewerethings

inmyhad,atleastIwaswearingabikinithis

timebutstill.Hechuckled

Me:alittlehelp

Him:alittleplease?

Hesaidwithasmirkonhisface.Icouldhear

noisecomingfromthekitchen-killmenow

please-

Me:Derrickplease

Helookedatmeforawhileandthentookthe

disheswhileIpickedmytowelup

Him:whydon’tIhavemyphonewithmewhen

thingslikethishappen?!



Hesaidlaughingwhilewalkingtothekitchen

andjustthenhismomandsisterappeared.Mrs

Besswasbeyondbeautifulandherbodyand

everythingwasonfleek.Shewaswearingared

belowthekneepencilskirtwithagoldzipin

front,navyshirtandawhiteblazerwithNavy

heelsandawhitehandbag.Shelooked

amazingwithherhairtiedupinaneatbun.

Iyanawaswearingaburgundybodyhugging

dresswhichwasslightlybelowthekneewith

whiteheelsandawhiteblazerwithagold

handbagandherbrotherworeanavysuit,white

sneakersandawhiteshirtwitharedbowtie.

Talkaboutthematchingmotherandson.

Ama:hello

Iya:Yandiswa

Howdoessheknowmeguys???

Me:uhhmhelloMrsBessandMissBess

Theybothlaughed



Iya:callmeIyanaplease.IknowyoubecauseI

actuallystalkedyou.Nicetomeetyoubythe

way,I’mAsemahle’sbigsister

Ok…creepymuch.

Me:uhhm,I’mYandiswabutyoualreadyknew

that.I’mAsemahle’sfriend.Howareyou?

Ama:wearegoodbabyandhowareyou?

Me:I’malsogoodthanks.

ShewalkedtotheloungeandYanawent

upstairsandsoIfollowedmamaBess.

Her:willyoubejoiningusfordinner?

Me:uhhmdinner?

Ase:sayyesplease.Shenevertakesnoforan

answer

Me:uhhm

Ama:Ireallydon’ttakenoforananswer

sweetie

Me:uhhmok.Thanksfortheinvite



Ama:good.Uhhmdoyouhaveanythingtowear

ofwillyouneedsomethingtowear?

IwasabouttorespondwhenAsemahlecutme

off

Ase:shecamewearingbumshortsmum,told

herweweregoingtobeswimming

Ama:Iknowwhatyoutryingtodo.Younot

goinganywhere.Yourbrotherwillaccompany

Yandiswatoherplacetogoandchange

Melo:whatnow?

Ama:youaccompanyingYandiswatoherplace

tochangeandthenyou’llpassbyyoursister’s

placeandpackherabagwithdecentchurch

worthyclothes

Him:yes,Ma’am

Ama:theneverythingissettled.

Andwiththatshegotupoffthechairandwent

upthestairs.Thiswomanandbarkingorders.

AsemahleandIwentuptoherroomandI



changedintomydresswhiletalkingaboutthe

conversationshereadbetweenZukoandme

andboydidshehatehim.AwhilelaterDerrick

cameknockingandheaskedifIwasreadyto

goandsoweleft.-godpleasekillmenow!–

.

.
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Ohmomthough.Fatherforgiveherforshe

knowsnotwhatsheisdoing.Inmom’sdefence,

ofeverythingItellher,Ihaven’ttoldherabout

Yandiswabecausethenshewouldasklotsof

questionsandshewouldplaymatchmakeand

assumethatIwantherandshewould



encouragemetopursuehersono.shedoesn’t

knowjackshiitaboutYandiswa.Onalighter

note,Yandigetshotterbytheminute,IknowI

sawheryesterdaybutitwasasifIwasseeing

herforthefirsttime.Howcansomeonelook

thatgoodwithoutanyeffort?Imeanshehad

zeromakeupon,notevenlipstickandherhair

wasuntiedandhangingloosebutshestill

lookedamazing,shelookedlikeshehadjust

gottenoutofacommercialforsomebeach

shootorwhatever.Ineededtohitthat!When

shewalkedoutofmysister’sroomlookingall

kindsofnice,Icouldn’thelpmyself.Itried

keepingthecomplimenttomyselfbutthe

wordshadalreadyleftmymouth.

Me:howthefuckdoyoualwayslookthisgood?!

Iputmyhandonmymouth.Asemahlelaughed

atmehavingheardwhatIjustsaid

Her:excuseme?

Me:Idon’thaveallday.Let’sgo



Ase:wellYandihereismyflatkey,bringmethe

clothesthatstillhavetheirtagsonok?Andmy

shoes,DerrickknowswhichshoesIlove

Me:wenottheretopackupyourwhole

apartment

Ase:relax.Justbringmenicethingsonly

Her:Ibetallyourclothesarenice

Ase:don’tflattermeboo.

Theybothlaughed.Thereitwas,thatlaughthat

didthingstome,itdidweirdshiittome!

Me:ifyougirlsaredone?!

Yandi:seeyouwhenIgetback

Ase:Melobehave

Me:excuseme?

Ase:youheardme!

Ikeptquietandwewalkedout.Shewassuper

quietandsoIletherbe.WegottothecarandI

unlockedthedoorsandshegotinthe



passengerseat,Iwasdrivingmom’sBentley.

Her:nicewheels

Me:theymom’s.

Shenoddedandkeptquiet.

Me:youdon’ttalkmuchhuh?

Her:younoteasytotalkto

Me:I’veseenyounaked,Ithinkthat’sanice

breaker

Her:likeyousaid,youthink

Me:whatisyourproblem?

Her:Idon’thaveany

Me:thenwhydoyouhatemesomuch?

Her:youthreatenedtohurtme

Me:Iwaslookingoutformysister.Yousaid

you’dratherdiethanbewithme

Her:you’reanass.

Me:andyougotthatfrom?



Her:yourattitudesaiditall

Me:mmmh

Her:heardyou’dliketobangmethough.

Ohwow!arewereallydoingthis?

Me:Ithinkyouwerebetterwhenyoudidn’ttalk

much

Shechuckled

Her:I’mcurious

Me:ok?

Her:you’vebeennothingbutajerktomeand

rudesincedayone.Whatmakesyouthinkyou

couldever“bang”me?

Me:becauseIwastaughttoafterwhatIwant

ataveryyoungageMissGxabaandIhappento

wantyourbody

Shelookedoutside.Whatwasitabouther?She

smelledsodamngoodbytheway

Her:wellkeepdreamingMrBess.Imeantwhat



Isaidaboutratherdyingthanbeingwithyou

Me:youinacarwithme.Ibetyounever

thoughtthatwerepossiblebutlookatusnow

Her:what’syourplanMelokuhle?

Me:don’tcallmethat

Her:what?Melokuhle?

Me:justdon’t!Idon’tseewhyyoushould

change,youlookdecentenough

Her:howquickyouaretochangethesubject

Me:isthereanythingyouwantatyourplace?

Her:jewellery

Me:it’snotsomeformaldinnerrelax!

Her:oh

Me:IbuyyouaR1500giftatNWJandyoustill

goonandwearthesecheapMrPricethings

thatwillruinyourskin

Her:whosaiditruinsmyskin?



Me:Iknowthatthosearen’thickies

Isaidpointingatherchest,shewaspinkinthe

areawheretheheartofhernecklacesat.she

openedthemirroraboveherandshelookedat

herchest.Shelookedworriedandscaredabit,

betshedidn’tknowshehadareactiontosuch.

Me:mysisterusedtohaveareactiontooso

sheswitchedtorealjewellerystoresforher

neckpieces

Her:notallofuswerefortunateenoughtobe

Bess’s

Me:yeahbutyourmomisadoctormeaning

youloadedbecauseyoucanaffordZara

handbagsandSportscenesneakers

Her:areyoukeepingtabsonmeandwhereI

shop?

Me:Icouldn’thelpbutnoticethebagyou

carryinglooksliketheoneIboughtformy

sisteryesterday



Her:mmmhIsee.

ShekeptquietandsodidI.Metrowasonand

theywereplayingmom’ssong

Her:turnthatupplease

Me:uhhhmok

Shestartedsingingalong.Thewayshewas

carefreewasjustbeautiful.Afterthesongwas

overIturnedthevolumedown

Her:IknowI’materriblesingerbutIlovethat

song

Me:Inoticed.Stayawayfromsingingthough

ShelaughedandsodidI.forthefirsttimeI

thinksheandIwereactuallybondingand

enjoyingeachother’scompany.WegottoLa

Lucia,mysisterandIliveinthesamecomplex

butdifferentareas.

Her:canyourfamilyadoptmealready?!

Me:nah.Toomanygirlsalready



Shelaughed

Her:geeez.

Wewalkedupandshefollowedbehindmeas

wemadeourwaytomysister’sroom,thestairs

wereexhausting.Nowondershewasthat

skinnyandfit;itsthesestairs.Wegottoher

placeandherhousematewasthereinthe

kitchen.

Her:DerrickMelokuhleBess

Me:MissScott

MysisterlivedwithAuntKaren’sdaughterLayla

Scott,shewas19.WehuggedandthenIput

herdown.

Her:wow.coulditbethatyoufinallyhavea

girlfriend?

Us:No!wenotdating

WespokeatthesametimeandLaylaughedat

us.



Her:couldhavefooledme.

Me:YandiswathisisLaylaScott;Laylathisis

YandiswaGxaba

Theyshookhands

Yandi:nicetomeetyou

Lay:likewise,Fortherecord,youtwowould

makeagreatcouple

Me:it’llneverhappencous.Sowhenareyou

goinghome?

Lay:I’mflyingtonightactually.Momanddad

havebeenonmycase

Me:doesthatmeanyouwon’tattendour

birthdayparty?

Lay:youknowIwouldn’tmissitfortheworld!

Where’syourtwin?

Me:grounded.Weactuallyheretofetchher

things,wellfewofthem

Lay:whathasshedonethistime?



Me:drinking.

Lay:beentellinghertoquit

Me:she’sasstubbornasbothherparentsthat

one.

Lay:myword!How’sYana?How’sthe

pregnancy?

Me:Mahledidn’ttellyou?Shelostthebaby,last

night

Lay:mywordI’msosorry

Me:itsayt.Anywaylet’sgetthesethingsandgo

Lay:itwasnicemeetingyouYandiswa

Yandi:likewise,Layla

Andwiththatwewenttomysister’sroom

whichlookedlikeareplicaoftheoneathome.

Itwascleanshame,ifthere’sonethingyoucan

countonismysisterkeepingherroomand

closetascleanassheis.

Yandi:youguysarecousinshow?



Me:wenotreallycousinsassuch.Hermother

marriedmyuncleAluncedo,theyhavea

daughtertogethersosheandIarerelated

throughhersister

Her:oh...she’spretty

Me:yeah.Wellthat’shercloset,havefun

Her:shesentbothofus.I’mnotgoinginthere

alone

Me:nothing’sgoingtobiteyou…justsoyou

know

Her:still

Me:whydoyoualwayshavetobethisdifficult?

Her:andwhydoyoualwaysbethis

commanding?

Me:honestlyIdon’tknow…

Her:youknowDerrick,sometimesyouneedto

belesscommandingandaskmoreinorderfor

thingstogothewayyouwishforthemto



Me:youmakingnosense

Her:respectisatwo-waystreet;yougiveitin

ordertoreceiveit.

Me:kindoflikegoingdownonsomeone

Her:ifthatexampleworksbestforyouthen

sure

Shewenttomysister’sclosetandsheopened

it,shewentinsideandswitchedthelighton.

Herclosetwassoorganised,I’mtalkingcolour

coordinationtypething.

Me:sheprefersitthewayshehadleftit…just

soyouknow

Her:andhowarewesupposedtofindthe

clothesshewants?

Iwentinsideandfoundhergoingthrougha

hangerwithdrycleanedthings

Me:whenshesaidtags,Ithinkshemeant

clothesthathavenotyetbeenworn



Her:fine.Youlookforthemthen

Shesaidturningtofaceme.Iwasstanding

rightbehindher,socloseyoucouldactually

smellthelotionsheputonherhair.Yandiswa

wasadorablyshort,shestoppedrightbymy

shouldersandshewasinheelsbytheway;

imagineifshewasinflatslikewhenshewas

wearingabikiniearlieron.

Me:youinthewayactually

Shelookedupatmeandmovedaside.Ipulled

outarackandfoundtheclothesattheback.I

don’tknowhowshethoughtwewouldfind

these.

Her:andhowwerewesupposetofindthose?

Me:that’swhyyouherewithme.Mysister’s

closetisacomplicatedon

Her:Isee.

Me:thesuitcasesareinthatdoor.I’llgofetch

hershoes



Mostofmysister’sclotheswereimported

things,awholecollectionforacertainseason.

Perksofhavinganauntwho’safashionbuyer

slashmodel,shealsoboughtmeclothes.Jen

wasprettymuchthatfavouriteauntwhowas

unmarriedandlivedthelifeoftravelling.And

thentherewasuncleDamien’swifeAunt

Simmy,shealsosentusdozensofclothesand

accessoriesattheendofeachseason.You

couldsaywewerespoiltbeyondmeasure.

UncleDamien’sdanceacademywasdoing

great,hevisiteditwheneverhecould;Laylawas

astudentthere.

Her:whysomanyclothes?

Me:twoofourauntsarefashionbuyers

Her:yep,yourmomcanadoptmeplease

Ichuckled

Me:riiiight!

ItookouttheshoeswhichIknowshewanted



andthenpulledouthershoebagandputthem

init.

Me:youdone?

Her:yeah.Wecango

Iofferedtotakethesuitcaseandshe

shockinglydidn’tfightmeonit,sheletmetake

itandweheadedoutaftersayingourgoodbyes

toLayla.Iloadedthethingsinthecarandwe

droveoff

Her:somethingsbeenbotheringme

Me:what?

Her:Lathitha

Me:who’sthat?

Her:oneofmyfriends.Shestudiesinthesame

campusasme,saysyouaskedforhernumber

Me:sowhat’sbotheringyouaboutthat?

Her:she’sagoodgirlDerrick,she’sthosetype

ofgirlsthatgetinitforthelongrun



Me:andwhattypeofgirlareyou?

Her:wenottalkingaboutmehere.Pleasejust

stayawayfromher

Me:I’llstayawayfromherononecondition

Her:andwhat’sthat?

Me:sleepwithme

Shecoughed,Icouldn’thelpbutlaughather

shame.Betshewasneverreadyforthatnow

wasshe?

Her:excuseme?

Me:Ididn’tknowshewasyourfriendwhenI

approachedherandevenifIdid,Idon’tseewhy

thatbothersyou

Her:itdoesn’tbotherme;Ijustdon’twantyou

tohurtherthat’sall

Me:aren’tyouthesweetestfriend.Friendofthe

yearawardgoestoyou

Her:Idon’tgetyou!



Me:whatdon’tyougetaboutme?

Her:whydoyousleepwithgirls?

Me:shouldIsleepwithguysinstead?

Her:youknowwhatImeanDerrick.

Me:Ihaveneedsandonlygirlscansatisfythem.

Yourfriendisflames,soareyoubythewaybut

ifIcan’tgetyouthenImightaswellgetthe

nextbestthing

Her:yousuchanasshole

Me:yourfriendisinterestedinmeandI’m

interestedinher.Idon’tseewhyyoushould

interfereandtrysaveher.

Her:shedoesn’tneedyouinherlifeMelokuhle

Me:didshesaythat?Didshesayshewantsto

besaved?

Sheshookherhead

Her:no

Me:mypointexactly.Asapersonyoucanonly



savepeoplewhowanttobesaved

Her:wow.

WepassedbyMacDforMcFlurry’sandthenI

droveushome.Shewassuddenlybacktonot

talkingtome,theicecreamwasapiece

offeringbutnope;shewasn’tfazed.Wasshe

madaboutmehittingonherfriend?Why

though?Shemadeitclearthatshewasn’t

interestedinme.YandiswaGxabawastoo

complicatedformeshame!
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OkmaybeImisjudgedhimabit.Stilldoesn’t

changehowIfeelabouthimthough.Cometo

thinkofitthiswasactuallythefirsttimeheand

Ichilledtogetherwithoutanyofustryingto

murdertheotherwithwords.IloveLathithabut

IwouldneversleepwithMelokuhlejusttosave

herass,besides,shewantstogetburntonher

ownmos.OnthewayIwasquiettrappedbymy

ownthoughts,howdareheevencometothink

thatIwouldlowermyselflikethat?Iwasmad

thathewouldevensuggestthat!DerrickBess

needstolearnrespect.

Him:I’msorry

Soheknowswhatanapologyis?

Me:forwhatexactly?

Him:everything.Fromtheveryfirsttimewemet

tillnow,I’msorryYandiswa

Ilookedathim,hewaslookingstraightahead.

Mygodhewasflames.Heparkedthecarin

frontofMacDandthenhelookedatme.



Him:McFlurryasapeaceoffering?

Ijustlookedathim.Helookedsincereforthe

veryfirsttime,Iwastemptedtoforgivehimbut

Ifiguredletmelethimsuffer.

Him:ohkay

Hewalkedouttobuythisicecreamandthenhe

camebackwithtwoofthem,hehandedmethe

other.

Me:thanks

Him:doesthatmeanI’mforgiven?

Ikeptquiet

Him:guessnot.

Wedroveoff.

Him:whichcourseareyoustudying?

Me:art

Him:wellI’mdoinglawatHoward

Me:Iknow



Him:whatelsedoyouknowaboutme?

Me:nothing.

Him:ohkay…sowhyart?

Me:whylaw?

Him:legacy.Whyart?

Me:there’sbeautyineverything.I’veloved

paintingsinceIwasalittlechildandfromthere

onwardsmyobsessionmovedontotaking

pictures

Him:whatkindofpictures?

Me:anykind.Imostlytakepicturesofmy

friendsthough.OnedayI’mgoingtoowna

studiowherebydozensofpeoplewillcometo

mystudiotobuymyartandseetheperson

behindthebeautifulcreations

Hewasquietprobablylisteningtome,Ifelt

embarrassed,I’msupposedtobemadatthis

guybuthereIamtellinghimaboutmydreams

andeverythingelse.



Me:I’msorry.Itendtoblab

Him:Idon’tmind.Ilovelisteningtoyoutalk

anyway

Me:o…kay.Sohow’slaw?

Him:wetalkingaboutmenow?

Me:yes,weareMrBess.

Him:wellIcan’tsayIwasexcitedtodoitat

firstbutitgrewonme,ImeanwhenIpassed

mymatricIhadnoplanorwhatsoeverbutlaw

cametomyrescue.

Me:there’snosuchthingasnothavingaplan,

whathaveyoualwaysseenyourselfdoingback

whenyouwereakid?

Him:I’vealwaysseenmyselfsittinginanoffice

andbarkingorders,havingasupersexywifeto

bringmerandomlunchesaccompaniedby

greatofficesexafter

Me:ofcause.WhyamInotsurprised?



Helaughed.Hislaughwasboldandsexy,

everythingabouthimwassuddenlyattractive

andmadeyouwanttolistentohimwhenhe

spoke.

Him:hahahawhat?

Me:youlikebarkingorders.Ibet90%ofyour

stuffwouldhateyourguts

Him:Idon’tmindaslongastheygetthework

doneontime

Me:Isee.Solaw,willittakeyouwhereyou

wanttobe?WhatamIasking,legacy!

Hechuckled

Him:IlovewhatI’mdoing,ImayseemlikeI

hateitbutIloveit.havingseenthethingsmy

fatherhasaccomplished,it’smademewantto

bejustlikehim.TheGODofbusiness,butof

causehewouldn’tbewhereheiswithoutmy

mom.Amanwithadreamdeservesawoman

withavision



Me:whosaidthat?

Him:Igotitfrommydad.He’sbeenonmycase

aboutfindingtherightwoman,withtheright

visionsothatsheandIcanconquertheworld

together

Me:andhaveyoufoundheryetoryouhopingto

findherbetweensomegirl’slegs

Helaughedatmeandparkedthecar.

Him:where’sthefuninmetelling?

Hegotout.Iwasleftsoconfused.Whatdid

thatmean?Didthatmeanhe’sfoundherornot?

ImeanIknownothingsolidaboutthisguy.

Him:youcoming?

Hesaidshoutingfromoutside.Igotoffthecar

andhelpedhimwiththeotherbagandthenhe

lockedthecar.Wewentinsideandfoundhis

sisterIyainthekitchen.

Her:tookyouguyslongenough.Ihopehewas

goodtoyou



Ismiled

Me:hewasnotbad.Heevenboughtmeice

cream

Him:itwasapeaceofferingforbeinganassto

heraftershetooksuchgoodcareofmysister

theotherday

Her:ncoooharen’tyouasweetheart.Soyou

canbuypeaceofferingsforYandiswabutyou

can’tdothesameforme…Ifeellikeyoudon’t

lovemeanymore

Him:notthisagain

Her:what?FirstyoubuyMelanewbagand

nowthis?

Him:jealousydoesn’tsuityoubytheway

Her:finewhatever.

Him:tomorrowwe’llgoout.Justyouandme

Shesmiled

Her:andyou’lltakemeshopping?



Him:withwhatmoney?

Her:Idon’tknowBess.Makeaplan,youalways

do

Helookedatherandtooksomebreadonher

plateandranoutofthekitchenwithAse’sbags

Her:Ihateyou

Shesaidshouting

Him:loveyoumore

Heshoutedback.Ijuststoodthereandlaughed

atthem.Theywereverycute,theymademe

wishIhadsiblingsofmyown.Growingupas

theonlychildwasneverfun,Imeanyeahsure

beingspoiltwithoutanyonetobejealousofyou

andstuffisfunbutthatwholethingofnot

havingpeopletoplaywithwasnevernice,

havingtoleaveyouryardjusttoplaywithother

kidswasnotthatnice.Bloodrelationshipsare

alwaysthebestinmyopinion,atleastthey

aren’tthatdeceivingasthesefriendswemake



todayare.

Her:didhebehave?

Me:yeshedid.He’snotsuchabadguyafterall

Her:trustme,heisagoodguyinsomany

levels

Me:uhhm…Asemahletoldmewhatyouwent

through,I’msorry

Her:itsfine.I’mfine.Loveyourdressbythe

way

Me:thankyou.Iloveyouroutfittoo

Shesmiled.Andheadedouttothelounge,Mrs

Besswasstandingbythewindowalllovey

dovey,soundedlikeshewastalkingtoher

husband

Iya:theynevergetenoughofeachother.You’d

thinkafter20yearsofmarriagethey’dbesick

andtiredalready

Me:they’vebeenmarriedfor20years?



Her:yepandtheystillloveeachotherasifthey

fellinloveyesterday

Me:that’scute.Iwantthat

Her:weallwantit.EvenAsemahlewho’snever

hadaboyfriendwantsthat,whataboutyour

parents?

Me:Idon’tknowmydad

Her:youmeanhediedorsomething?

Me:ImeanI’venevermethim,lasttimeI

checkedhewasalive

Her:aren’tyouatleastcurioustoknowhim?

Me:wellI’veneverneededhimbefore,mom

andgrannyhavealwaysplayedhisroleinmy

lifealltoowell

Her:butstill,isn’tthereanythingmissing?I’m

sorrytopry

Me:noitsok.There’sneverbeenanything

missingalthoughIwouldliketomeethimsome



day,butthenIcan’thelpbutfeellikeifhe

wantedtoknowmehewouldhavedone

everythinghecantofindme

Her:I’msorry.

Me:itsfine.Mylifeisactuallybetteroff

Shenodded.

Ama:Iseeyouguysareback

Inodded

Ama:don’tbeshyaroundmesweetie,I’mthose

awesomemoms’

Icouldn’tholdbackhelaughterandsodid

Iyana

Iya:blowingourownhornaren’twe?

Me:it’snotabadthing.Alittleconfidenceaint

neverhurt

Iya:don’tencourageherplease.

Ama:whateverYana.SoYandi,anyboyfriend?



Me:uhhm…Idon’thaveone

Iya:noway!

Ama:suchabeautifulgirllikeyou?Howare

theseboyslettingyoupassthemby?

Ismiled

Me:I’mjustnotinterestedinanyofthemMah

Iya:mybrotherisalooker,whatabouthim?

Ama:nah.Yourbrothermaybealookerbuthe

changesgirlslikehechangeshisunderpants

Me:huh?

Ama:hahahamysonandItalk,Derrickdoesn’t

dorelationshipsandI’veacceptedthat,whichis

whyIdon’tevenwanttoencouragewhatIyana

issaying.ThelastthingIneedismyson

breakingsuchabeautifullady’sheart

Wellshe’sasweetmom.

Iya:butmomMelocouldusesomeonelikeher,

sheseemsgoodenough



Ama:everygirlisanangelwhenyoufirstmeet

themYana

Me:hahahathatistrueMa.Youcan’tjusttrust

anybodynowadays

Iya:really?I’mtryingtoscoreyoupointswith

momhere

Me:likeyourmomsaid,Melomaybealooker

buthechangesgirlslikehechangessocksand

Iwouldneverbewithsomeonelikethat.Ohand

heissorude

Ama:whatdidhedo?

Me:hedoesn’thaveaverynicewayoftalking

topeople,he’stoocommanding

Iya:yepthat’smybrother

Ama:justlikehisfather.

Me:Icanneverbewithsomeonewhojustloves

barkingordersallbecausehecanorheisable

to



Iya:weren’tyoulikethatmom?

Ama:IcalledDaeintoorder,hewaskindoflike

hissonbutIthinkMeloisworse

Therewassomethingaboutthisconversation

whichfeltabituncomfortable,itsoundedasif

Yanawasrootingformetobewithherbrother

andhermomwasalsodoingitinaslyway.The

lastthingIneedisaDerrickBesscomplicating

myuncomplicatedlifethankyouverymuch.

Him:I’mnotworsethandad

IturnedandMelowasstandingrightbehindthe

couchIwassittingon,hestartledmeabitI

won’tlie

Ama:whosaidweweretalkingaboutyou?

Him:Ikindofheardalmosteverythingyouguys

weretalkingabout.She’snotlyingmom,she

wouldneverbewithmeandIwouldnevergo

forsomeonelikeher.She’stoostubbornand

toomuchofaprincessforme,andmyGodshe



doesnotknowhowtosubmit!

IyaandAmahlelaughedathimandhecame

aroundandsatrightnexttome.

Him:nooffensesweetheart.

Me:nonetaken

HeputhisfeetontopofmeandIpushedthem

off,helookedatmeandshookhishead.He

wasn’twearingshoessohedidn’tstainmy

dress.

Ama:where’syoursister?

Him:probablygettingdressed,whattimeyou

goingthere?

Ama:5pm

Iya:whenisdadcomingback?

Ama:hesaidhemightbebackWednesday

Him:what’sthecrisisanyway?

Ama:someoneissuingthecompanyforlord

knowswhat.Somelawyergibberish



Iya:howbadisit?

Ama:nothingyourfathercan’ttakecareof.By

theway,DamienandSimnikiwearemoving

backtoSA

Iya:noway!

Ama:Sim’salreadyboughtaboutique

Him:aretheygoingtoliveatgrandpa’shouse?

Iya:prettyobvious.Granddadleftittouncle

Damien

Ama:youknowtoomuchforyourowngood

Him:doesthatmeannomoredesignerclothes?

Ama:Ithinkso.It’snotlikeshewon’tbegoing

overseeseverynowandthen

Iya:ohthat’sgood.

Ama:youaresuchspoiltbrats

Him:justlikebothourparents.Laylasaidhi

Ama:she’sstillaround?



Him:she’sleavingtonight

Ama:ohtellherIsaidhey.

Asemahlefinallydecidedtojoinusandshewas

dressedsimplebutelegantly.Shelooked

stunning!Wechilledandspokeaboutanything

andeverything,Ifeltathomeandnotlikea

stranger.Iyana’shusbandjoinedusandhewas

toodullforhershame,hewasjusttoomuchof

agoodguyandhedidn’ttalkmuchormaybe

that’sbecauseheandherhaverecentlylosta

baby?ButIyawascopingmossoIdon’tgetit...

Eventuallyitwastimetogo,Iyadroveoffwith

herfiancéandIdrovewithMrsBessandthe

twins;theyarguedaboutthefrontchairsuch

thatMrsBessfeltitbestthatDerrickdrivesand

shesitsinthefrontseat.Itwasfunnywatching

thosetoogoateachother.ThemoretimeI

spentwiththisfamily,themoreIwishedIhad

siblingsofmyown.

.
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Dinnerwentwell,Yandiswafeltathomeorat

leastthat’swhatitlookedlike.Thefamilyliked

her,butthenagainwhocouldblamethem?!She

wasactuallyasweetpersonwhostoodbywhat

shesays.Shewasanamazingsoul,she’snot

whoIthoughtshewasandmaybeIwaskindof

disrespectfultoher.Afterdinnerwedroveoffto

myhome,Iwasn’tplanningonsleepingat

hometonightsoIdroppedthefamoffandwent

tomycarwithYandiswaofcause,seeingthat

welivedinthesameneighbourhooditwasonly

fairItakehertoherplace.Wewereinmycar



drivingtoLaLucia

Her:yourfamilyisamazing

Me:tellmeaboutit,theyseemedtolikeyou

Sheblushedandlookedtheotherside.There

wasjustsomethingaboutthisgirlsittingbeside

me,Iwantedtograbherthenandthereand

kissherfordearlife…that’showbeautifulshe

looked.

Her:thankyouIguess

Me:younotsuchabitchafterall

Her:oh…youthoughtIwasabitch?

Me:inawayyes.ButIdon’tthinkyouare

anymore

Shechuckled

Her:youactuallynotsuchanassafterall

Me:youthoughtIwasanass?

Her:Istillthinkyouarebutyounotthatbigof

anass



Me:youdon’tknowmewellenoughtojudge

melikethat

Her:Ispenthalfthedaywithyoutodayandyou

notwhatIthoughtyouwere

Me:andwhatdidyouthinkIwas?

Her:itdoesn’tmatter.Myopinionofyouhas

changednow

Me:what-ever!

WesatinsilenceasIdroveoff

Me:anyboyfriend?

Her:Idon’tdate

Me:there’snosuchthing.Whatdidmenever

dotoyou?

Her:wereallygoingthere?

Me:IjustwanttoknowwhoI’mdrivinghome

Her:mylastboyfriendbrokeupwithmeorI

brokeitoff,Idon’tknowwhichiswhich,it

endedbecauseIwouldn’thavesexwithhim



Me:howlonghadyouguysbeentogether?

Her:wellofficiallyweweregoingtofinishayear

togetherbutwe’veknowneachotherfor4

years

Me:ifyou’veknownhimthatlong,whynothave

sexwithhim?

Her:Iwasstillavirgin.Iwasn’treadyforsex

Me:ouch!Soyoustarvedthepoorguyfora

wholeyear?

Her:whenyouputitlikethatitjustsoundsbad

Me:itisbad.Youcan’tdothattoanigga

Her:ofcauseyouwouldsaythat.

Me:I’mnotthisassholeyoumakemeouttobe

Her:Iknow

Me:huh?

Her:anyway.Whatreallytickedmeoffand

mademegonutswashimputtingapictureof

heandIashisWhatsAppprofilepictureand



thenaccompanieditwithastatus“girlyoudon’t

evenknowalltheb*tchesIletgoforyou”

Me:that’sthatChrisBrownandJamieFoxx

songright?

Her:yes,butthat’snotsomethingyousayto

someoneyouclaimtolove

Me:butitwasjustastatus

Her:whichmeantsomething.Itoldhimtogoto

thoseb*tchesheletgoformeandI’llgotothe

niggasIletgoforhim

Ichuckled.Wassheforreal?Okbutthenagain

theguybehavedlikeajerk.Whowoulddothat?

Whobreaksupwithsomeonebecausethey

wouldn’tsleepwiththem?I’mnosaintbutI

wouldn’tdothattosomeone.Ifyoudon’twant

tohavesexwithmethencool,I’llgetit

elsewhere.ThisiswhyIdon’tdorelationships!

Me:you’resomethingelseyouknowthat?

Her:okMrsmarty.WhatshouldIhavedone?



Me:firstly,youendedthings,nothim

Her:Isaidhecangoandherespondedwith

“cool”

Me:onlybecauseyoupushedhimaway

Yandiswa.AnywayasIwassaying,Ithinkyou

guyshadcommunicationproblems.Hadyou

twospokeofthesexissuethenyouguyswould

probablybestilltogether.Yougirlshavea

tendencyofflirtingandleadingtheguyonand

whenhethinkshe’llfinallygetsome,youbailon

him

Her:Ihearyou.AnywayI’moverit,I’mgoingto

meetaniceguywhenI’mdonewhoring

Me:huh?

Her:nothing

Wewerebytherobotsnottoofarfromher

place.Whatdidshemeanwhenshe’sdone

whoring?Whydidshewanttowhoreinthefirst

place?Ican’tlieIwasdisappointedreally.I’m



nosaintbutthelastthingI’dwantisher

whoring,it’snotagoodlifeandshemightjust

gethurtbydoingsuch.Ilookedathersquinting

myeyes

Her:what?

Me:nothing

Ishookmyheadandcontinueddriving.Wegot

toherplaceandIparkedthecarandshegotoff

Her:thanks

Me:youwelcome

Shewalkedtothegateandgotinandthen

wavedandIwavedbackthendroveoff.Onmy

waytotheflatIgotacallfromLathitha.Itook

thecall

//Me:hello?

Her:uhhmhiMelo

Me:heyhowareyou?

Her:I’mgoodandhowareyou?



Me:I’mgoodthanks.TowhatdoIowethiscall?

Her:wellI’matmyplaceandI’msuperbored

Me:ok?WhatcanIdo?

Her:canIcomeovertoyourplaceforavisit

maybe?

Me:Lathithalook,I’mnottheguyforyou.I’ma

jerkandIdon’tdorelationshipsandyouseem

likeanicegirlwhodoesseriousstuffwith

seriousguys.ThelastthingIwanttodoishurt

you

Her:what?Where’sallthiscomingfrom?

Me:thisiscomingfromagoodplaceactually.

SomeonecaresaboutyouandIhappentocare

aboutthatsomeone.ThelastthingIwanttodo

istohurtthatpersonbyhurtingyou

Her:oh

Me:I’mreallyso…//

Shecutthecallonme.OhwellIwasjusttrying



tobenicetoher.Igottomyplaceandthen

calledmamaBesstotellherIarrivedhome

safelyandshesaidcoolIshouldstaysafeand

takecareofmyself.Igotontopofmybedand

loggedinonWhatsAppandlookedthroughmy

contactsandInoticedIhadYandiswaasa

contact,Icheckedherprofilepictureoutand

dareIsayshewasflames.Itwasapictureof

heratmycribwearingabikiniwithastatus

sayingshehadanawesomeSunday.JustasI

waschillinglikethatatextcamethroughfrom

LucassayingweshouldgooutwithSiya,Iwas

shockinglynotinthemoodtogooutsoIstayed

indoorsforthenight.ThenextdayIwokeup

andshoweredthenwentintoBESS,Igotatext

fromdadaskingmetogoinandjustoversee

thatthingsgoaccordingly.Idecidedtohead

outtogograbsomelunchatarestaurantdown

theroad,Ifoundaboothandwaitedformy

order.Thisgirlwalkeduptome.

Her:hello



Me:hi

Ilookedupatherandmanwassheflames!

Her:mayIjoinyou?

Me:I’mactuallywaitingformyorder

Her:I’mnotaskingyouout,I’mjustaskingtosit

withyouthat’sall

Ichuckled,shewasbeingforward.

Her:Nicewatch

Me:thankyou

Her:wherecanIgetonelikeit?

Me:LAorNewYork

Her:richkid…

Icouldn’tholdbackthelaugh.Shewasvery

pretty,herblackbodyhuggingdresssatvery

wellonher,therewassomethingaboutherthat

madeyouwanttogettoknowhermore

Me:nahnotreally



Her:whateveryousay

“MrNgesi”

Saidsomeoneshoutingbehindthecounter.

Me:Ishouldgo

Her:MrNgesi?

Me:sadly,yes

Shesmiledrevealingadimple.Shewasso

adorable,Yandiswawasacombinationof

beautifulandsexybutshe,shewasplain

beautiful.

Her:willIeverseeyouagainMrNgesi?

Me:Idon’tknow.willIseeyou?

Her:here’smycardandyoubetheoneto

decide

Me:Kate

Isaidreadingfromthecard.Ithadhernumber

andsocialmediadetailswithnothingsolidto

goon.Shelookedveryyoung,almostasthou



shewas18oryounger.Inoddedandwentto

takemyorderandwalkedrightbacktothe

office.IknowIsaidIdon’tdorelationshipsbut

goodGod!Businesswasn’tashecticplusAunty

Siyahadeverythingundercontrol.HometimeI

headedovertotheBessmansionandwas

greetedbymyeversobeautifulbigsister.

Me:heysis

Her:heybrother,howareyou?

Me:I’mgoodandhowareyou?

Her:I’mbored.Imisswork

Me:sadly,momputyouonleave

Her:forcedleave

Me:youneedit

Her:I’mperfectlyfinereally

Me:nahfam.Ithinkyoujusthidingbehindthat

smile.Losingachildisnotsomethingyouget

overjustlikethat,youneedtodealwiththepain



sis.Ifyoudon’tdealwithitnow,thenit’sgoing

tocatchupwithyouatalaterstageandtrust

meitwon’tbenice

Her:MeloIdon’tknowhowtodealwiththis.

I’veneverlostachildbefore,there’snomanual

onhowtohandlethesekindofthings

Me:youdon’tneedamanualinordertoknow

howtodealwithpain.Momgotbythrough

therapy,trythat

Her:me?Therapy?I’mtooblackforsuchthings

Me:tryitoutanditmightjustbewhatyou’ve

beenneeding

WiththatIwalkedouttosearchthehouse,

MamaBessandmytwinweren’thome,Iwalked

backintothekitchentoYana

Me:wherearetheotheroccupantsofthis

house?

Her:momdraggedMahletoworktoday

Me:that’ssoundsouch



Her:Iknowright.partofherpunishment,she

getstobemom’sPAfortherestoftheweeks

untilmomseesshe’s…what’stheword?

Me:fitandresponsible?

Her:yes,responsible.Mahletoldmeshegotthe

talklastnight

Me:damn!

Her:yep.TheyspenthoursattheparliamentI

thoughttheywouldnevercomeout

Wecallmom’sroomtheparliament.That’s

whereyougetthepeptalkandeveryotherkind

oftalkreally.

Me:howbadwasit?

Her:shecameoutwithhereyesred.Youcan

onlyimagine

Me:eishandMamaBesshasawayofmaking

anyonecry

Her:Idoubtoursisterwillevergetdrunkagain



afterlastnight.Momliterallypouredherheart

outtoher.Toldherwhysheworriestheway

shedoesandwhyshe’sthisoverprotectiveof

anyofusandallofthat

Me:damnshereallygotithuh?let’shopeshe

listened

Her:trustme,shedid.

Me:nice.

Iledustotheloungetakingmyjacketoff.

Her:heywhat’sthis?

Shesaidholdingapieceofpaper

Her:who’sKate?

Me:Kate?

Her:saysrighthere

Me:ohthat’ssomegirlImetattherestaurant

downthestreetfromBESS

Her:isshepretty?



Me:she’sflames.

Her:comparedtoYandiswa?

Me:wecan’tcomparethetwo.Kateiswhite

meaningthere’llbeafewassetsshe’slacking.

She’ssomesortofaRihanna,she’ssuper

skinnybutshehasaverynicebodyanda

dimpletoo

Her:sowhatdoesthismean?

Me:itmeansnothing

Her:wheredoesthisleaveYandiswa?

Me:Yandiswahasmadeitprettyclearthatshe

willneverbewithmesissoforgether

Her:younevereventriedher

Me:she’snotmytypesis.She’stoo…she’stoo

independentforme

Her:wow!andwhataboutKate?Isshe

submissive?

Me:Iwouldn’tknow.Ineedtotryheroutfirst



Her:whycan’tyoujustsettleforonegirl?

Me:Ijustmight.Kateseemslikeakeeper

Her:reallynow?

Me:I’llcallhertonightandI’lltakeheroutand

seewhatkindofgirlsheis.Shedoesseem

differentfromwhatI’musedtothou

Her:Isee.

Me:don’tjudge.YouknowthisishowIroll

Her:Idon’tseewhyyoudon’tgoforYandiswa

Me:she’snotformeok!AnywaytellmomIwas

hereok,I’llseehertomorrow

Her:younotstaying?

Me:nope.Bysissy

Itookmycarkeysandthecardonthetableand

walkedoutsavingKate’sdetailsonmyphone

andthenwentintomycaranddrovetomy

place.

.
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Lastnightwasamazing.TheBessfamilyis

amazingandeveryoneinit.AfterMelodropped

meoffIheadedstraighttomyroomandhitthe

sack.Iwaswokenupyourstrulyjumpingontop

ofmybed.Idon’tunderstandwhygrownass

peoplewouldwakeyouupliketheywakingupa

5-year-old.

Me:Nalediwhatdoyouwant?

Her:wakeuphoneyImissyou!

Me:goawayI’mtired.

Her:ohwell.IguessIhavetoeatthislindt



chocolatealone

Me:okokokI’mup

SheknowshowmuchIlovelindtandmagnums.

Thosearethefewthingsyoucanbribewithand

youwouldhavewonmyheart.Iuncovered

myselfandshewassittingontopofstomach.

Me:getinside

Her:thankyoulady.

Shesaidjoiningmeunderthecoversandshe

openeduptheboxofchocolate.

Me:well?

Shejustsmiledlikearetard.

Me:details

Her:lastnightwasamazing!

Me:youlooklikeitwasamazing.What

happened?

Her:wemadelove.



Me:youreallylikethisonehuh?

Her:youhavenoideafriend.Lastnighthetook

metothisrestaurantoutsideDurban,therewas

onlyachefandawaiterandjustthetwoofus.

Wespokeallnightaboutanythingand

everything.NextyearheismovingtoSouth

AfricaDurban.Notformebutbecausehe’s

beenlookingtocomebackhereandstay

permanently.Anywayafterallthatwewentto

thebeachandjustsatthereandtalkedand

talkedandtalked.Lateronwewenttothehotel

hewasbookedinandhewinedanddinedme

andthenwemadelove,thesexwasmind

blowingmyfriendnonelikeI’veeverhadbefore.

He’scomingbackagainbeginningDecember

andthistimearoundhe’llstayforaweek

Me:ohwowyoureallymadeanimpression

Her:youknowIalwaysdo

Me:doesthismeanyouclearingtheroster?

Shenoddedsmiling.ThelasttimeIeversaw



LedithishappywasIdon’tknow.Asmuchas

friendscanmakeyouhappy,amancanmake

yousmileinawaynofriendcanevermakeyou

smile.IwashappyforherandIwasalsoglad

thatshe’llstopsleepingwithrandommanfrom

nowonwards.Iwasahappysisterandfriend

becausethat’swhatwearetoeachother.I

kissedhercheekandhuggedhertight

Her:Ican’tbreathe

Me:Idon’tcare.I’mhappyforyou

Shetriedtobreakfreeandshefinallydid.

Her:youaretryingtokillmearen’tyou

Me:thismeansyou’llstopwhoringaround

Her:that’sifheprovidesandtakescareofmy

everyneed

Me:Naledi!

Her:Imakenopromises

Me:whatever



Her:sohowdidyourdaywiththeBessgo?

Me:itwasamazing.Ihaddinnerwiththem

Her:themorDerrick?

Me:thefamily.Theyaresuchamazingpeople

Her:thekindoffamilyyouwouldgetmarriedto

right?

Me:screwyou!

Her:I’mjoking.Sohaveyouchangedyourmind

aboutYummyMelo?

Me:nope.Okmaybealittle

Her:willyoubanghim?

Me:what?No!

Her:comeone.Justonce

Me:heactuallysaidhewantedtobangme

Her:Iknewit.thewayhelookedatyouthe

otherdaysaiditall

Me:wow!



Her:so?Whenisthebangdate?

Me:thereisnonebecauseIwouldn’tbanghim.

It’llruintherelationshipIhavewithhisfamily

ShelookedatmelikeIwasmentallyderanged

andthenlaughedsohard.

Her:howissleepingwithMelogoingtoruin

yourrelationshipwithhisfamily?Doyouwant

tobanghisfamilytoo?

Me:screwyou.Besides,Lathithalikeshimand

there’sagirlcodeagainstthat

Her:youpeopleandgirlcodes.Derrickwantsto

bangyouandnother

Me:wellheknowswefriendsandIwarnedhim

tostayawayfromher

Her:nowthatheknowsyouguysarefriends;he

mightjustbanghertogetyourattentionorto

gettoyou.Thatguylikesyouandhiseyessay

so

Me:he’salwayswearingshades,whatmakes



youthinkthat?

Her:asmuchasI’mawhore,Istillknowwhena

manlikesagirl.He’sactionsalwaysgivehim

away

Me:right.let’sgomakebreakfast,I’mstarving

Her:justthinkaboutitok?

Me:fine.

Withthatwewenttomakebreakfastandwhen

weweredoneweateandminuteslaterAnita

walkedinwithmessyhair,shehadthatwhole“I

justhadsex”look.Butshedidn’tlookhappy

either.

Ledi:wellsomebodydidn’tcomehomelast

night

Nita:notnowLediplease.I’mtired

Me:breakfast?

Nita:Ialreadyate

Ledi:yepanddickcanmakeyousuperfull



Nita:areyoukiddingmerightnow

Ledi:didn’tItellyouitwasaddictive?

Me:comeonLediletitgo

Nitasatdownonthekitchencounterchairs.

Nita:howwasyourlunchdatewithAsemahle?

Me:itwasgreat.Infectitendedupbeingdinner

attheDrAmber’shouse

Nita:sowhat?Youlikepartofthefamilynowor

something?

Me:hahaha.Nopeitwasafriendlyinviteand

MrsBessdoesn’ttakenoforananswer

Ledi:soNita,howwasit?

Nita:painful

Ledi:itwillgetbetterwithtime.Trustme

Nita:yeah

Me:IhopeyouusingprotectionNita

Her:Iam…wellwekindsofgotcarriedaway



thismorningandwedidn’t

Me:morningafterpill?

Ledi:youneedtogooncontraceptivesbabe

Nita:he’llbringthepilllateron.Relaxguys

Ledi:whycouldn’tyouguysjustpassbythe

chemist?

Me:yeahwhydidn’tya’ll?

Nita:itslippedourmindsyouguys.AnywayI’m

offtobed

WiththatshewalkedoutandleftmeandLedi

speechless.

Ledi:ohkay!

Me:youcansaythatagain.What’swiththe

attitude?

Her:Idon’tknow.IwonderwhatBonkehas

donenow

Shetookoutherphonefromhergown



Me:whatareyoudoing?

Her:findingoutwhatBonkedidtoouryoung

Nita

Me:he’scomingoverlaterisn’the?

Her:so?

Sheputtheringingphoneonloudspeakerand

awhilelaterheanswered.

//Him:Naledi

Her:whatdidyoudotoAnita?

Him:whatdidshesayIdidtoher?

Her:don’tplaysmartwithmeBonke.Whatdid

youdo?

Him:Idon’thavetimeforthisNaledi

Her:youdoknowthatifIhearitfromNita

whateverIwouldhavedonetoyouwillbe

worse

Him:whatcouldyoupossiblydotome?



Me:Buddywhat’sgoingon?

Him:wegotintoanargument.

Her:beforesexingherorafter?

Him:ifyoumustknow.ithappenedafter.

WhereisNita?

Me:she’sinherroom.Whatdidyouargue

about?

Him:it’sbetweenmeandherok.

Her:goodGodifyoudarndidanythingtohurt

herIwillmurderyouBonke.Youwon’tleave

thishousealive

Him:screwyouNaledi//

Her:didhejustdropthecallonme?

Me:yeah.Comelet’sgotoNita,sheneedsus

Withthatshetookherplateandwewentupto

Anita’sroom,weknockedbuttherewasno

responsesoweletourselvesinonlytofindthe

bedemptyandwaterrunninginthebathroom



sothat’swherewewenttolookforherandwe

foundhersittingdownontheshowerwithher

kneesupcryingasthewaterhitherheaddown

toherfeet.LedigotinandclosedthetapandI

walkedinwithabigtowel.

Me:babywhat’swrong?

Isaidhuggingherwiththetowelandtryingto

helphergetupwiththehelpofLedi

Ledi:honeywhatdidhedo?

Wewalkedoutoftheshower,shewasfreezing

coldsoweopenedtheblanketsforherand

thenwejoinedherinbedandcuddledher.

Her:he’sbeencheatingonme

Ledi:I’msorrywhat?

Her:wewereinbedtalkingwhenhisphone

rang,hewashesitanttoanswerbuttheperson

waspersistent.He’sbeensleepingwithEmelie

Me:whichEmelie?



Her:EmelieLime.

Ledi:thatbitch!

Me:howdidyoufindouttheyweresleeping

together?

IknowthatmaybeI’mnotsupposedtoaskbutI

ratherhaveallthefactsbeforeeverythingelse.

Her:hisphonewasloudenough.shewas

askinghimwhenhe’scomingoverandcalling

him“baby”.Iaskedhimwhatwasgoingonand

hetoldmethatthetwoofthemareexeswith

benefits,saidhedoesn’tloveher,theyjust

screwoccasionallyandthat’sit

Ledi:areyoufuckingkiddingme?

Me:I’msosorryfriend

Her:howcouldIhavenotseenthiscoming?

AmIstupidorblindorboth?

Me:no.theyjusthiditthatwell,younotstupid

Her:Ithoughthelovedme



Me:mendoalotofthingsthatmakeyou

questiontheirlove.Ican’tspeakuponthe

thingshehasdonebuthedidloveyou

Ledi:bullshit!Ifhelovedherthenhewouldhave

neversleptwithherfriend.Bonkeisanasshole

forthathedeserveseverythingbadthat’s

cominghisway

Me:noLedidon’tbelikethat.That’sthelast

thingAnitaneedstohear

Whenyougoingthroughsuchaperiod,thelast

thingyouwanttohearissomeonecursingthe

personthatdidyoudamage.IknowcauseI’ve

beenhurttothispointAnitawasinandallshe

neededwascomfortandlove.

Her:Ijustdon’tunderstandwhyhewoulddo

thistome.DidInotlovehimenough?isit

becauseIdidn’thavesexwithhimontime

Me:it’snotyourfault.It’shis.Hescrewedup

andnotyou.Youcan’tforceyourselftohave

sexwithsomeonewhenyouknowyounot



ready.It’syourvirginityattheendoftheday

andnothis

Ledi:evenifyouhadsexwithhimearlieron,he

probablywouldhavecheatedonyoustill.Some

menjustdon’tgetenough,it’scalledbeing

greedy.Bonkeneverdeservedyoutobeginwith

ok.

Shejustkeptquietandcriedevenmore,Ledi

andIjustcomfortedheruntilshefellasleep

andwhenshewasfinallysleepingwewalked

out.Lediwaspissed,sowasIbutNalediwas

onamission.Shewasreadytokill.That’sthe

kindoffriendIhave,herchilllevelsarealwaysa

negativewhereherfriendsandfamilyare

concerned.

Her:thatbastard

Me:Ican’tbelievehewoulddosuchathing

Her:hedeservestorotinhell

Me:don’tdoanythingwewillbothregret



Her:andwhatisthatmyfriend?

Me:don’tkillhim!

Her:Imakenopromises

Wewashedthedisheswhilechattingabout

stuff.

Me:theconversationwithIyanaandseeinghow

theyareassiblingsmademewanttoknowmy

dad

Her:noYandiswa.Thatmanleftyouandhe

neverlookedback

Me:Ijustwanttoknowwhy,whatifIhave

siblings

Her:whatifyoudon’t?

Me:woulditreallybethatbad?

Weputthedishesinthedryerandthenpoured

somewineandwenttotheloungewithaplate

ofmeatandaknifetocutit.

Her:Idon’tunderstandwhyyouwanttoknow



thebastard.Heleftforareason

Me:areasonIwanttoknow

Her:atleasttalktoyourmomfirst.Remember

thelasttimewesearchedfortheguywe

reachedadeadend

Me:Iknow.whatifthistimeIgetlucky?

Justthenthebellrang.

Her:I’llgetit

Me:noIwill

Her:itcouldbeBonkesoletme

Me:younotgoingtohimalone

Her:finelet’sgo.

Shetooktheknifeandshewalkedtothe

kitchen.Onthewaywewerearguingaboutthe

knifesituation.Iopenedthedoor.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:I’mhereforAnita



Ledi:haven’tyoudoneenough?

Shesaidplayingwiththeknifeinthehand

Him:Ijustwanttoexplain

Imovedaside

Him:thankyou

Ledi:there’snothingtoexplainBonke.You’ve

beensleepingwithourfriend

Him:thisisbetweenAnitaandI

Me:andEmelietooright?Imeanshe’sjustyour

fuckbuddyright?

Him:I’mnotdoingthiswithyouguys.

Hesaidapproachingthedoortothestairsbut

Ledistoodinherway

Her:younotgoinganywherenearher.DidInot

tellyouthatyouwouldn’tleavethishousealive?

Him:whatyougoingtodohuh?stabmewitha

knife?



Her:alittlelessonaintneverhurtnobody

Shesaidpointtheknifetohim

Him:ohplease

Me:comeoneNaledi

Him:listentoyourfriend.Webothknowyou

don’thavetheguts.

Her:whydopeopleunderestimateme?

Him:becauseweallknowyou’dneverdoit.

takeyourbestshot

Hesaidopeninghisarmsandpattinghisheart.

Ledishookherheadandsmiled

Him:toldyou.Nowmove

Idon’tknowwhenorhowshereachedhispants

butthat’swheresheshovedtheknife.

Me:Naledi!

Bonkewasscreaminginpain

Her:toldhimnottounderestimateme!



Withthatshewenttothesinktowashher

hands.Iwasstuckinthemomentnotknowing

whattodoorsay.Nitarockeduprubbingher

eyes

Her:what’sgoingon?What’swiththen…

Shedidn’tevenfinishherquestionwhenshe

sawBonkelayingonthefloorwithhishandson

thebloodyknife

Her:ohmygodwhathappened?Somebodycall

anambulanceplease

Shesaidkneelinginfrontofhim

NaledilookedatmeasifaskingifIwasreally

goingtobethatdumb.Searchedformyphone

butcouldn’tfinditsoIrantotheloungeand

dialledfortheambulancewhicharrivedafterits

sweetprecioustime.Nitawenttothehospital

withherboyfriendandleftmewithLedi.

.

.
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NormallyI’mnotthisexcitedtogetagirl’s

numberbutwithKateitwasdifferent,it’slikeI

justcouldn’twaittofinallytalktoherafterthe

longdayI’vehadandtheweekendthatI’vehad.

Iwasactuallyinterestedintalkingtoherand

hearinghervoiceagain,unliketheothergirlsI

callforarandomhookup.WaitcouldIbe

fallingforher?IdecidetoFaceTimeKate,Iwas

boredandnothinginterestingwasplayingontv

ohandIwassupertiredfromtoday.Isatonthe

couchandloggedintotheWi-Fiandgotonto

FaceTimeandsearchedforKate’scontactand

founditthencalledher



//Me:Heyyou.Sinceyoudon’tknowmyname,

itsDerrickbutyoucancallmeMelo

Her:asinMarshmallow?

Me:no!asinMelo

Her:whyMelo?

Me:itsshortformyname,whichIwon’ttellyou

sodon’task

Her:isitthatembarrassing?

Me:no.justthatmomcallsmebyitwhenshe’s

madatme

Her:butIwanttocallyoubymyownspecial

nickname

Me:whichis?

Her:Marshmallow

Me:callmethatandI’llcallyouJellybean

Her:hellNOI’mprettierthanthosethings

Me:thencomeupwithsomethingbetter



Her:MrRolex

Me:whythat?

Her:thewatchyouhadonwhenwemet

Me:okfairenough.howaboutIcallyoubody

hugging

Her:younoticedthedressIwaswearing?

Me:onlybecauseyounoticedmefirst…stalker

Her:therestaurantwasfullok

Me:whateveryousayMissChatty

Her:what?

Me:IcalledyouMisschatty.Youtalkalot,

thoughtyouneverstopping

Her:what?Nothat’snottrue

Me:it’snotabadthingbecauseyouhaveanice

voice

Her:hegivescompliments…owwow!

Me:that’scauseyounotboringsochillout



Her:LolIknowright?!

Me:let’snotgetcockynow

Her:HahahahaIknowtheboringpartdidnot

evenoncecrossyourmind.Ohyeahyoukindof

cooltooMr

Me:hahaha...thankyoubutIknowI'mcool.

MostpeoplethinkthatI'mcoolBecauseI’mso

cool....

Her:FeelingCockyaren'twe?!

Me:always.Whatareyouupto?

Her:Iamwatchingamovie...andwhatareyou

doing?

Me:Owhnice,whichone...!?I’mabouttocook

Her:ThePerfectMatch.Youcancook?

Me:whydoyousoundsosurprised?

Her:youdon’tstrikemeassomebodywho

cooks

Me:youdon’tstrikemeasasuckerfor



romancebuthereweare

Her:it’sanicemovie

Me:what’ssoniceaboutit?

Her:everything.Thewayhefallsinlovewithher

andyetshe’sgettingmarriedtoanother.It’s

cute

Me:thatismean.I’mstartingtoquestionthe

kindofladyyouare

Her:stickaroundandyou’llfindout

Me:younotengagedareyou?

Her:I’monly18.Chill

Me:sowhatcourseareyoustudying?

Her:I’mstudyingRadiographyatDUTRitson

Me:nice.Beautyandbrains

Her:Ihopeyouaren’tburninganythingonmy

account

Me:Ihaven’tevenstarted.Youtootalkativefor



metocook

Her:Iknewit.youcan’tcook

Me:stickaroundandyou’llfindout

Her:areyouflirtingwithme?

Me:areyouflirtingwithme?

Her:typicalblackperson.Answeringaquestion

withaquestion

Me:whosaidIwasblack?

Her:whosaidyouweren’t?

Me:andyousayI’mthetypicalblackhere

Her:ohwow!sowhatareyougoingtoeat

tonight?

Me:howaboutIhaveyou

Her:ohmygod!No!

Me:relaxitwasjustajoke.I’llorderpizzaorgo

eatatmymom’shouse

Her:somebodyisamama’sboy



Me:youcantellalotaboutamanjudgingby

therelationshiphehaswithhismom

Her:mmmmh….

Me:yeah.Sohow’syourmovie?

Her:Istoppedwatching.Thankstoyou

Me:Idon’thearyoucomplaining

Her:I’menjoyingyourcompany

Me:I’mflattered.Sowhat’syourfullname?

Her:itsKateRomer.

Me:isthatyourFacebooknametoo?

Her:Ideactivatedthatalongtimeago

Me:wowmetoo.

Her:youdon’thavetosaythattoimpressme

Me:what?Girlplease.Iknowyoualready

impressed

Her:youtoococky

Me:haveyouwatch“TheRevenant”?



Her:what’sthat?

Me:themoviethatactuallymadeLeonardowin

hisfirstOscar

Her:HahahahahaI’mlaughingcauseI’m

thinkingofallthosejokesabouthimnot

winninganOscar...andnowthatwehadalllost

hope,hesuddenlywinsone.Thatisjustsad

anddepressing...itmustbeaGreatmovie

Me:hahahawellyousilly....yea,it'stoonice.I

waswatchinglikewithmyjawdroppedthe

wholetime.Iknewhe'llwinitsomeday,it'sjust

thathistimetowinitwaslongoverdue

Her:Excepthealmostdidnotwinitthou...

Me:Didisbetterthanalmostthou

Her:Lolyeahyouright...

Me:somissnoticedme

Her:comeonarewereallystillonthat?

Me:Ican’tdropit.aprettyladyhitonme.



Normallyit’stheotherwayround

Her:hahahahahahahaWhenlastdidIlaughthis

hard‚youareentertainingyouknowthat

Me:hahahalet’sfaceit,youcan'twinthe

cockinessgamewithme,I'mcockyinreallife.I

know,right!?!Tooentertaining.Youfuntoo,

haven'tenjoyedchattingwithsomeonelikethis

inages,peoplebeboringAF

Her:HahahasweetheartI’monlylettingyouwin

becauseI’msleepynowandIhaveclasses

tomorrowmorning…schoolisadrag

Her:Asformebeingfun...itcomesnatural.I

wasbornlikethis...Ihavetostandoutfrom

theseboringpeopleyouassociateyourselfwith

Me:Well,I’msleepytooactually,prettysureI

gotsleepybeforeyoudidbutdidn'twanttoget

yousadwiththebadnews.

Her:hahahait’snotacompetitionMrCocky.

Plus,youstillhaven’teaten



Me:Iknowyoudon'twanttosleepcozI’mtoo

goodtobetrue,feelslikeadreamtalkingtome

already

Her:ohwow!

Me:staywithmeuntilIfinishmakinga

sandwichatleast?

Her:nowyoujustbeingacrybaby

Iputthephoneandspeakerandswitchedto

callmodewhileIpreparedmysandwich

Her:awarningwouldhavebeenmuchmuch

better

Me:ohI’msorry.Ididn’tthinkyouwouldmind

Her:oneminutewefacetimingandthenext

youswitchtoaudio,notfair

Me:I’msorry

Her:whatever.Sowhatareyoumaking?

Me:hotdogs.Wantsome?

Her:sorry,I’mstillfull



Me:fromthelunchyouatearound12.Quit

tripping

Her:areyoualwayslikethis?

Me:how?

Her:crazy

Me:youbringoutthecrazyinme

Her:owhwow

Me:donemakingmysuper.

Her:finally

Me:yeah.Youcangotobednow

Her:yousuck!

Me:Goodnight....

Her:GoodnightCocky

Me:goodnightMissCocky//

Thecallleftmeinaverygoodmood.Thetime

wasonlypast7andshewascallingitanight?I

guessradiographyisabitchhuh?Anywayafter



thecallIdecidedtohittheshower,asIwas

abouttoshowertherewasaknockonthedoor.

IwenttogogetitanditwasSiyaandLucas

withpizzaandsomebooze.

Me:reallyguys

Luc:yourribsarenotattractive.Goputat-shirt

on

Theypushedmeoutoftheway.

Me:Ithinkthere’salawagainstthissortof

thing

Siya:whatthingisthat?Visitingafriend

Me:no.rockingupunannouncedataguy’s

place.WhatIfIhadagirlover?

Siya:welldoyouhaveoneover?

Iwasdefeated.Ishookmyhead

Luc:ifyouhadone,youwouldn’thave

answeredthedoor

Siya:oryouwouldhaveansweredwithaboner



Me:screwyouguys!CanIatleastgotakea

showerandmeetyouguysinthelounge?

Luc:justaslongasyoucoverthoseribsup

Me:thisiswhata6packactuallylookslike

cousin.Butyouwouldn’tknow

SiyaandIlaughedathim.

Him:screwyouBess!

WiththatIwalkeduptomyroomtoshowerand

wearcomfyclothes.WhenIwasdoneIwentto

jointhemandtheywereplayingFifa.They

cameovertomyplacetoflippingplayFIFA?I

hitthematthebackoftheirheads

Them:whatthefuck?

Me:youcomeovertomyhousetoplayFIFA?

Luc:yougotthebestTV

Siya:Iseenothingwrongwiththat

Me:ofcauseyouwouldn’t.beentellingya’ll

assestomoveoutofya’llparents’house



Siya:whywastemoneywhentheyliveinthe

sametownasyou

Me:untilthen,youcrashhereright?thisisnota

hotel

Luc:itlookslikeone.Grababeerandjoinus

Itookabeerandjoinedthem.Iloggedon

WhatsAppandstartedaconversationwith

Yandiswa,IwasboredandKatewasnotonline.

*/me:Heythere

Her:uhhmhi?

Herresponsesweren’tsoquickanditwas

annoying,I’mafasttexterandafastresponder

soIdon’tliketobekeptwaitingwhenIdon’t

keeppeoplewaiting

Me:don’ttellmeyouneversavedmynumber?

Toblockitatleast

Her:uhhmnottoberudebutwho’sthis?

Me:MrDMB



Her:Melokuhle?

Me:theoneandonly

Her:whyareyoutextingme?

Me:becauseI’mboredandyou’reonline.Why

dopeopletextotherpeople?

Her:sorryIjustwasn’texpectingatextfrom

youthat’sall

Me:likeIsaid,Iwasboredandyou’reonline.

Whatareyouupto?

Her:cleaningactually

Me:atthistime?

Her:therewasanaccident

Me:ifyoukilledsomeoneIdon’twanttoknow

Her:what?No!okmaybeNaledikilledsomeone

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:NaledistabbedBonkeintheballs

Me:Bonke?



Her:Anita’sboyfriend

Me:what?Nofuckingways.Why?

Her:he’sbeensleepingwithourotherfriend

Emelie

Me:howmanyfriendsdoyouhave?

Her:about7.Anywayyoumissingthepoint.

Couldshegetarrestedforthat?

Me:wellifhepressedchargesbutshewouldbe

grantedbail.Theguyisnotdeadright?

Her:yeahbuthecanneverhavekids…

Me:yourfriendishard-core!She’saG

Her:heprovokedher

Me:whatdidhedo?Imeannobodydeservesto

gettheirballsstabbed

Her:hehurtAnita!

Me:youvirginsarecomplicatedIswear!

Her:yeahwhatever.Whatareyoudoing?



Me:I’mchillingwithSiyaandmycousinLucas

Her:tellemIsayhi

Me:ohwow.quickresponse,doesthatmean

youdone?

Her:I’vebeendoneactually,youjustnotthe

onlypersonI’mchattingto

Me:ohwow.realnice

Her:what?

Me:it’slikerolesarereversedandI’msuddenly

theniceonehere

Her:didIhurtyourfeelings?Doyouwantahug?

Me:sarcasmlooksterribleonyoubytheway

Her:rightbackatyouMelokuhle

Me:couldyoupleasestopcallingmethat!

Her:knowingthatitannoysyougivesmejoyin

myheart

Me:ifIdidn’tknowanybetterIwouldsayyou



wantme

Her:goodthingyouknowbetter

Me:whyareyousomeantome?

Her:I’msorry,thisisjusthowIam…notanice

person

Me:myfamilywoulddisagree,evenIwould

disagree

Her:oh?

Me:whatgameareyouplayingat?

Her:thereisnogame

Me:yeahthereis.Thingsarebetterforyou

whenwe…Idon’tknow,ateachother’sthroats?

Her:whyareyoubeingsoemotional?I’mjust

playingwithyouMelo.

Me:couldhavefooledme

Her:I’msorry.Let’sstartover

Me:howaboutlunch?Tomorrow



Her:anydaybuttomorrow

Me:why?

Her:Ihaveajobinterview

Me:ohwowthat’sgreat.Whatkindofjob?

Her:tophotographapartythisSaturday

Me:Ihopeyougetthejob

Her:metwo.Fingerscrossed

Me:fingerscrossed.

Her:anyway.We’lltalkagaintomorrow,it’s

beenalongday

Me:goodnightthen

Her:nightynightMelokuhle//

Iloggedout.MaybeYandiswaandIcanbe

goodfriendsafterall.She’snotsuchabad

person.Theguyswerestillplayingtheirmatch

andIwassupertiredsoIcalleditanight,I

prayedforYayatogetthatjobbeforesleeping.



.
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Wellyesterdaywasunexpected.ImeanIknew

Nalediwascapablebuttogofortheballs

though?MyfriendisaGnodoubt!IguessZuko

wasluckybecauseheandherarekindof

friendsorelseshewouldhavedonethesame

tohimorevenworse,butanywaytheir

friendshipendedwhenZukoandIendedthings.

BonkewasfinebutIbetyouhe’llnevercheat

again.Anitawasnottalkingtoanyofusand

noneofuscaredreally,wellitsnotlikeIdidnot

carebutIwastoobusyworriedaboutmy



interviewtomorrowandmakingsuremy

portfoliospeaksvolumesforme.Myinterview

wasat12pmmeaningIhadmorethanenough

timetoprepareandmakesurethateverything

wasA-Okay!Iwenttoshowerandthenwentto

myclosettopickoutanoutfit,Iwentwithan

oversizedlightjerseyandapencilskirtwith

pinkheels.Myoutfitwasnudepinkjersey,

whiteskirtapinkhandbag.Iwasn’tplanningon

tyingmyhairfortheinterview.WhenIcameout

ofmyclosetIwasmetbyNaledigoingthrough

myportfoliosittingontopofmybed.

Her:youneedtoenlargethispicture

Itwasapictureofhersideofherface,itwas

blackandwhite,itwasabeautifulpicture

Me:wellit’syousoifyouwanttoenlargeityou

cangoahead

Her:comeone,lovemeforonce

Me:youknowIloveyoualways



Her:right.soareyouready?

Me:thisismyfirstrealjobinterview…Idon’t

knowdude

Her:youaregoingtoknockthemdead

Me:theywantmeforaparty

Her:whatkindofparty?

Me:kiddiespartyIthink;Ididn’tgetmuch

detailsreally

Her:Ihopeit’snotascheme

Me:comeone,itwashookedupbymylecturer

sochillhoneyboo

Her:fine…whatever.Goodluckmyhoney

Me:thankyoububu.HaveyouheardfromAnita?

Her:she’sbeenlockedupinherroomsincelast

night

Me:youhavetoapologise

Her:Ididherafavour.Sheshouldbethanking



me

Me:no.youkilledallhopesofBonkeever

havingkidsdude

Her:that’llteachhimtonevermesswithmy

friendagain

Me:comeondon’tbeevilnowLedi.Apologise

tothemboth

Her:Idon’tevenunderstandwhyAnitaismad

though

Me:whydon’tyougoaskherandfindout

Her:great.Realgreat.

Justaswewerechattinglikethatmyphone

rangandmissyjumpedforit.

Her:whywouldbeMelocallingyou?

Me:Idon’tknow.canIhavemyphoneplease?

Itwasstillinherhandandthisgirlansweredit

andputhimonspeaker

//her:Yandiswa’sphonehello?



Him:uhhhmhi.MayIspeaktoYayaplease

Her:petnamesalready.Aren’tyouforwardMr

Bess

Me:Naledicomeon

ShegavememyphoneandIremoveditfrom

speaker.

Me:sorryaboutthat

Him:noneedtoapologise

Me:sotowhatdoIowethepleasure?

Him:Icalledtowishyouluckontoday

Me:aren’tyousweet…

Him:Ihavemydays.Don’tgetusedtoit

Me:trustmeIwasn’tplanningto.Howareyou?

Him:hungover.Howareyou?

Me:I’mgreat.It’sinthemiddleoftheweek

Him:rememberItoldyoutheguysrockedup

unannounced



Me:ohyeah…whataboutwork?

Him:Ijustgottotheofficebytheway

Me:Isee….

Him:anyway.Ishouldgo,byeYayaandknock

emdead

Me:Yaya?That’safirst

Him:what?Youhateit?

Me:nobodyhasevercalledmethat

Him:thenI’llbethefirstandlast

Me:byeMeloandenjoyyourday

Him:enjoyyourstooandknockemdead

Me:willtry//

Her:“Yaya”

Me:whyareyoustillhereagain?

Isaidhittingherwithapillow

Her:youlikehim!



Me:what?No!

Her:yeah.Youdoanditsokfriend,Idon’t

blameyou

Me:what?No

Her:youwereliterallyblushingandallflirtatious

Me:youareseeingyourownthings.Meloisa

friend

Her:reallynow?

Shegavemethatunconvincedlook…we’ve

beenfriendsforsolong,you’dthinksheknows

mebynow.IfeelnothingforMelokuhleBess

Me:yes,really.He’snotmytype

Her:sexyandmysteriousisnotyourtype?

Me:he’snotmysterious.He’salookerthat’sall

Her:right….haveityourway.Igotacallfrom

MrPorsche

Me:whatisMrPorsche’snameanyway?



Her:hisnameisReeceWither

Me:nice…sowhatwasthecallabout?

Her:justcheckinguponmeandhowIwokeup,

heaskedaboutmyplansforthedayandpretty

muchallofthat

Me:he’sakeeper

Her:heaskedmetoflyoverthisweekendifI’m

notbusy

Iscreamedinexcitementandsodidshe

Me:Iliterallyhavenowords.Thisguyisreally

takenbyyouhuh?

Her:youthinkIwouldflytoLAalone?Nahfam

whatifhekidnapsme

Me:soyounotgoing?

Her:nope.Ifhewantstoseemeagainhewill

cometome

Me:youaresomethingelseyouknowthat

Her:peoplearecreepyoutthere



Me:finedon’tgobabe

Her:buttheshoppingmyfriend

Me:Igiveup!Comelet’sgomakebreakfast

Her:betteryetlet’sgoeatout.It’sawhile

Iscreamedandwebothstartedjumpingupand

downonthebedexcited.Afterallthatmadness

IaccompaniedhertoherroomtowashandI

pickedoutanoutfitforherandfromthereon

wewenttogetdressedinmyroomandwetook

dozensofpicturesandthenweheaded

downstairs.Nitawasinthekitchenmaking

somethingtoeat.

Me:morning

Shekeptquietanddidn’tsayjackshiit.Ledi

walkedoutleavingmewithamoodyNita

Me:Idon’tknowwhatIdidtoyoubutthis?This

wholeattitudeyougivingmerightnow,itwon’t

getyouanywheresweetheart.LediandIare

goingoutforbreakfastincaseyouwouldliketo



joinus

Her:youdon’tgetitdoyou?Youstoodthere

anddidnothing

Me:excuseme!Icannotbelievethatyouare

goingtostandthereanddefendhimafterhe

hascheatedonyouwithyourownfriend.How

dareyouchoosesomeassholeoveryourown

friendAnita?

Her:I’mnotchoosinganyonehereYandiswa.

YouandNaledihadnorighttoevenget

yourselvesinvolved

Ichuckledindisbelief.Shewashighon

somethingright?Imeanwasn’tshetheone

cryingonmychestjustyesterdaymorningand

heresheisnowactinglikeabitch.

Me:wow.Iknewthatthepowerofdickwas

strong.Butthis?Ididn’tthinkitwouldmakeyou

thiscrazyshame.ByeAnita

WiththatIwalkedouttoanimpatientNaledi



whohasbeenhootingforthepastfewminutes

IwaswithAnita.Iopenedthedoorandgotin.

Me:reallyNaledi?

Her:what?

Me:let’sjustgo

Her:andthen?What’swrongwithyou?

Me:uAnitazimzaentlokoispermssozeuve(the

spermshavegonestraighttoherheadIswear!)

Naledi’slaughwasthatannoyinglaughthat

madeyouwanttoslapthedaylightsoutofher,

especiallywhenyounotinthemoodforit.she

lookedatmeandlaughedagainbeforestarting

thecar.

Her:whathasthepoorkiddone?

Me:shemadcauseweintervenedyesterday

Her:wasn’tshetheonebusycryingbecauseof

herassholeofaman

Me:mypointexactly.Sowhereareweeating?



Her:Wimpy…it’sbeenawhilesinceIhadtheir

breakfast

Me:awesomethen.Yourturntopaythough

Her:Iknow.chill

Wealwaystookturnsinpayingthebillwhenwe

wentoutratherthanthatwholesplittingit

business,youfindthatallofyouarecarrying

cardsbecausecarryingcashisnotsafeso

thingswerejustbetterthisway.Wehadour

breakfastanditwasnice.Afterallthatwewent

windowshoppingtobuytimeandthenlunch

timeNalediwenttodropmeoffbythisother

restaurantformyinterview.Iwasearlyand

suddenlynervous.TheladyIwasmeetingcame

dressedupformal,I’mtalkingsuitsandall.

Her:hello.I’mThembiMbira

Me:YandiswaGxaba

Weshookhands.

Her:finally,afacetothename



Me:excuseme?

Her:Anelehasbeengoingonandon.Shesays

youoneofthebestinherclass

Me:thankyouIguess.ButI’llletmyportfolio

speakforitself

Shesmiled.

Her:IthinkIlikeyoualready.I’mstarving,can

weorderfirstandthendiscusseverything

proper

Me:yeahsure

Shecalledupawaitressandshetookour

ordersthenwentbacktohavethemprepared.

MrsMbirawashostinga21st/graduationparty

forherdaughterandshewantedmetocapture

everythingfortheday.Wegottoknoweach

otherlittlebeforethefoodcame.

Her:sohowmuchdoyouchargeperhour?

Me:thisisactuallymyfirstrealjobeitherthan

assignmentsandschoolstuff



Her:what?Noway!Yourportfolioisimpressive!

Youdoingyour2ndyearright?

Me:nofirstactually.

Her:wow.anyseeinghowgoodyourworkis,

workoutapriceandwe’lltakeitfromthere.I

justwantperfectionformydaughter

Me:youcanbetonMrsMbira

Her:callmeThembiplease

Me:Ican’t.YouoldenoughtobemymomMah

Her:finethenMrsMbiraitis

Thewaitresscametocheckonus

Her:willyoubehavinganythingelse?

Ishookmyhead

Me:nothanksI’mfull

Her:we’lljusthavethebillthanks

Thewaitressnoddedandthenwalkedout.As

weweresittingtalkingwithMrsMbira,Melo



walkedinwithhishandonthisBEAUTIFUL

(pleasenotethewordincapitallettersbecause

shewasoutofthisworldkindofbeautiful!)

lady’swaist.TheylookedperfectItogether,I

waskindofjealousforasplitsecondbutIwas

alsogladbecausethenthismeanthewillget

theideaofhimbangingmeoutofhishead.

Her:Yandi?

Me:sorry.Youweresaying?

Her:Iwassayingwewilldiscusseverything

elseoverthephoneok?

Me:thankyouMrsMbira.Thankyousomuch

Her:canIkeepthis?Iwanttoshowmy

daughter

Me:yeahyoucankeepitMah.

Her:mydaughterisgoingtoloveyourstuff.Are

youbusyFriday?BecauseIwouldliketobook

youforthewholeweekend

Me:I’mnotbusy



Her:great.Anywayitwasapleasuremeeting

you

Me:likewise.Andthanksagain

Her:thankyourlecturer

Andwiththatshegotupandleft.Youknowthat

feelingyougetwhenyou’veachieved

somethinggreatandyoujustwanttoshoutor

jumpupanddownbutnowyou’reinpublicand

youdon’twanttolookretarded?Wellthatwas

me.Iwantedtoscreamandcelebrateandgo

getdrunkandhigh.AsMrsMbirawaswalking

putsheandMelogreetedeachotherandthen

sheleft.WhyamInotsurprisedtheyknoweach

other?She’srichandheisDamonBess’schild.

Ibetyouheandherdaughterwenttoschool

togetherorsomething.IcalledLedionmyway

outbutDerrickfeltitbesttoleavethegirlhe

waswithtoattendtome.

.

.
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SoBonkeisnotsuchasaintafterall?!Iwon’t

lieIwasnotexpectingthat,Imeanwetalk

aboutalmosteverything,howcouldhenotbrag

aboutscrewing?HisgirlandIaintevenfriends

forthatmatter.It’sfunnyhowtheseniggas

alwayssayI’madickwhentheygoingaround

doingfarworse.I’massbutevenIwouldnever

cheatonmygirlwithherfriend,that’sjust

wronginsomanylevels.Igotupwithabitofa

hangoverdidmymorningroutineandheadedto

theoffice.WhenIgotthereIcalledYayatowish

herluck,Idon’tknowwhyIcalledhercausewe

notfriendsorwhatsoever.AfterthecallIgota

textfromKateaskingmeoutforlunchandI



couldn’tsayno.shecametoworktofetchme

andwewenttotherestaurantdowntheroad

wherewehadmetyesterday.

Me:youlovethisplacehuh?

Her:it’snotthatIloveitbutbecauseyouhave

togetbacktoworkinanhourandstuff,I

figured

Me:Isee

Wewalkedinjusttalkingrandomly.Ilether

walkinfrontandmahnthisgirlwasonanother

level.SomeCassietypeofishifyouknowwhat

Imean.Wewerestoodtherewaitingfora

waitertogetusatable,aswewerewaitinglike

thatmyeyeslandedontheeversobeautiful

YandiswaGxabasittingacrosstheroom,she

quicklylookedawaywhenshesawmelookat

her.Thewaiterfinallygotusatableandwe

wenttositdown.

Her:Ihopeyoudon’tmindbutIdidmyresearch

onyou



Me:andwhatdidyoufind?

Her:thatyoudon’texist.

Me:whatdoyoumeanIdon’texist.

Her:whoareyou?

Me:Itoldyou,DerrickNgesi

Her:yousureyounotDerrickBess?

Me:isthisaninterrogationoralunchdate?

Her:sothisisadate?

Me:ifyouwantIttobethenIdon’tseewhynot

Shechuckled.Shewasallkindsofbeautifulthis

girl.IsawMrsMbirawalkovertomytable.

Her:Derrickhi

Me:heyMa,howareyou?

Her:I’mgood.It’sbeenages

Me:Iknowright.MathisisKate,Katethisismy

mother’sfriendMrsMbira

Kate:nicetomeetyouMah



Her:likewise.YoungBessIexpecttoseeyou

atmydaughter’sgraduationpartythisSaturday

Me:wouldn’tmissitfortheworldMa

Her:remindyourmomok

Me:willdo.

Her:byebaby,seeyouthen

Me:byeMa

Withthatshewalkedaway.

Her:YoungBess?

Me:pleasedon’t

Her:why’dyoulieaboutyoursurname?

Me:Ididn’tlieifyouthinkaboutit,Ijustgave

youhalfthetruth

Her:right

Me:oktomakeupformylie,bemydatetothe

21stthisSaturday

Her:what?



Me:please

JustthenYandiswawalkedover,shewason

thephone.

Me:excuseme

Isaidwalkinguptoher.shedroppedthecall

whenshesawmestandinfrontofher

Me:thoughtyousaidyouhadaninterviewat

lunchtime

Her:itshalfpastalreadyandifmemoryserves

merightlunchisat12

Me:yourpoint?

Her:mypointisthatIjustgotoutofmy

meetingwiththewomanyouweregreetinga

fewminutesago

Me:soyoudidseemebutyouwerejustgoing

topassmebyjustlikethat

Her:youwithsomeoneMelokuhleIdidn’twant

toberudeorgiveherthewrongimpression



Me:ohwowYandiswa.Anywaydidyougetthe

job?

Shesmiledandnodded.Idon’tknowwhat

cameovermebutnextthingIknewitIwas

huggingherandspinningheraroundin

excitement.Iquicklyputherdownandfixed

myselfandsodidshe

Me:congrats

Her:thanksMelo

Therewasabitofawkwardsilencebetweenus.

Her:uhhhmIshouldgo.Naledijustgothere

Me:whenarewecelebrating?

Her:joinustonight,7atCubana

Me:seeyouthere

Her:byeMelokuhle

Me:byeYaya

WiththatshewalkedoutandIreturnedtomy

table.



Kate:she’spretty

Me:yeahsheis

Her:sheyourgirlfriend?

Me:what?No!

Her:couldhavefooledme.Thewayyoujumped

whenyousawher

Me:she’smysister’sfriend.Jealous?

Her:what?NO!

Me:couldhavefooledme

Her:wellI’mnot

Me:itsoktoadmititKate.

Her:admitwhat?

Me:thatyoulikeme

Her:aftereverythingI’veheardaboutyou

Me:whathappenedtoinnocentuntilproven

guilty

Her:nowomancouldeverchangeyou



Me:andyougotthatbasedonwhat?

Her:IknowpeoplethatknowyouDerrickBess.

BiggestplayerinDurban

Me:onewhoiscurrentlylookingforaserious

relationship

Shelookedatmeinshock.HonestlyIwas

shockedmyselfreally.Imeanwheredidthat

comefrom?

Her:sincewhen?

Me:sinceImetyou.You’reacoolladyKateand

Iwouldliketoknowyoumoreonamore

personallevel

Her:areyouhittingonme?

Me:canwebeseriousjustthisonce?!

Her:youcaughtmeoffguardDerrick.HowdoI

knowI’mnotgoingtobepartofthestatistics?

Me:becauseifIwantedyouaspartofthe

statisticsIwouldn’tevenbehererightnow.



Yourclotheswouldbealloverthefloorinmy

apartment

Her:I….uhhhm….

Me:allI’maskingforisachanceKate.

ThelasttimeIeverdidthiswholethingwas

backinhighschoolwiththegirlthatcheatedon

mewithafriendofmine.Isuckedatmacking

ongirls,Idon’tevenknowwhyIwasmacking

onKate.Yandiswaiscoolandallbutnowsheis

friendswithmysisterandmyfamilylikesher

andallthatwhichmeansitwillneverworkout

seeingthatifIweretoscrewuptheywilltake

hersideandganguponme.Kateisagreat

chick,yourtypicalideaofawifematerialandall

thatandIthinkthisisthekindofpersonwho

willbetheonetoteachmehowtoloveandbe

inarelationship.

Her:Idon’tknowwhattosay

Me:justsayyes.Sayyou’llbewithme



Shenodded

Me:so???

Her:let’sgiveitatry.Butifyoudareturnoutto

bewhateveryonesaysyouareIwillbegone

youngBess

Me:aslongasyou’llteachmeandbemyguide

inthiswholerelationshipthingthenfinebyme.

Justdon’tgiveuponmequick,I’mabitrusty

onthiswholerelationshipthingandplease

nevertrytochangemeok

Her:termsandconditionsalready

Ichuckled

Me:I’malawstudent.Thisishowwedothings

Her:nodoubtthere

Ilaughed.Wecontinuedtalkingandjustgetting

toknowmoreandmoreabouteachother.She

toldmeaboutherpastrelationshipandthingsI

neededtoknowanddointherelationship.

Thingsshewouldtolerateandthingsshe



wouldn’t.seeminglyrelationshipsare

complicatedandtheynotallfunandgamesasI

thought.Theyareafulltimejob.Wespent2

hoursjustgettingtoknoweachother.Iwas

broughtbacktorealitybyacallfrommyfather

tellingmeabouttheshiitIneededtodobackat

theoffice,whichmeantIhadtocutournice

timeshortandreturntoBESS.Katewasjusta

wonderfulsoul.Thedayendedeventuallyandit

wastimetogohome.IbumpedintoauntSiya

onmywayout.

Her:heyKiddo

Me:comeonaunty.Reallynow?

Her:you’llalwaysbekiddotome.Sowhere

wereyouduringlunch?Icametocheckupon

youandyouweren’tthere?

Me:Iwasoutwiththisgirl

Her:tellmemore

Me:nahfamwenotdoingthat.Youmybest



friend’smom

Her:yeahso?

Me:noauntySiya.Anywaywhenareyouguys

gettingSiyaaflat?

Her:hedoesn’twantone.HisfatherandIhave

triedbutnope

Me:why?

Her:hesayshehasn’tfoundtheperfectoneyet

Me:orhe’sjustscaredtolivealone

Shelaughed

Her:maybethat.Youneverknowwiththatone

Me:wellthere’sanapartmentavailableinthat

complexMahleandIlivein

Her:youshouldtellhimaboutit.

Iopenedhercardoorforher.

Her:thankyou

Me:youwelcome.I’lltellhimaboutit



Her:isyourmomhome?

Me:Idon’tknow.shehasatendencyofcoming

backlatenowthatdadisn’taround

Her:she’sprobablycatchinguponwork.It’sthe

onlythingthatprobablydistractsherfrom

missinghimtoomuch

Me:right…

Her:heyIwillhityou.Yourmomlovesyour

father

Me:Ididn’tsayanything!

Her:youreyesDerrick

Me:byaunty

Her:byehoney

Iclosedherdoorandthenwenttomycarand

drovehome.No-onewasinthekitchenbutyou

couldhearnoisecomingfromthelounge.I

followedthenoiseandsawafaceIhaven’t

seeninawhile.AuntyJenwasbackandsowas



dad.

Me:hello’s

Jen:lookwho’shereandmorehandsomethan

ever

Shesaidgettingup.

Her:comegivemeahug

Iwalkedovertohugher.

Me:whydidn’tyousayyoutellmeyouwere

comingback?

Her:thenitwouldn’tbeasurprise.

Me:right.

Iwenttogreetdadandthensatdownand

joinedinontheconversation.

Mom:willyoueversettledown?

Jen:nowaysbuddy.ButIamseeingthisguy

Dad:Jenandguys.Asemahlemybabyplease

don’tturnoutlikethisone



Ase:butshe’ssocoolandcarefree.Untiedand

all

Jen:exactly.Marriageaintforeverybody

Mom:JenniferO’Connoryouwillneverchange

Jen:Iseenoreasontoo.Whenwasthelast

timeyoueversawJonas?

Dad:lastweekIthink…why?Youstillinterested

inhim?

Jen:nopebuthe’sstillinterestedinme.He’s

beenaskingmetogooutwithhimfordrinks

whenIgotback

Mom:letmeguess.Younotgoing?

Jen:nope.Noways.AnywayMelo,anygirlI

needtoknowabout?

Ismiled

Mom:youhaveagirlfriend?

Ase:anyonebutmytwin.Heisincapableof

feelings



Jen:yeahbutlookathimblushing.Thereisa

girl

Me:ifyouguysmustknow.itsnew,asin

straightoutoftheboxkindofnew.Imether

yesterday

Ase:andalreadyyouguysaredating.Whatif

she’sapsycho?

Me:IgrewupwithAuntJenasmyaunt.IthinkI

handlepsycho’s

Everyonecouldn’tholdbackthelaughter.Jen

threwapillowatme.

Her:shutup!

Iya:whataboutYandiswa?

Dad:who’sYandiswa?

Me:Asemahle’sfriend

Iya:andyourson’scrush.

Me:what?No.YandiswaisMelody’sfriend

meaningshe’sofflimits



Ase:gladyouknowthat.Itaughtyouwell

Dad:whatever.Sowhenarewemeetingthis

girlfriendofyours?

Me:never!Youguysaretoocrazy,anywaymom

thisSaturdayisLinda’sparty

Mom:ohright…

Me:yeah.Ibumpedintohermomandshesaid

youbetterbethere

Her:ofcauseIwill.I’mtheguestspeaker

Ase:youlie!

Dad:that’snice.What’sgoingon?

Mom:it’sa21st/graduationpartyhoney

Dad:ohrighttheoneyouweretalkingabout

Mom:yesthatone.

Jen:doyouevenknowwhatyougoingtosay?

Mom:reallyJennifer?!

Me:sorrytoberudebutIhavetogetgoing.I



promisedafriendsomething

Ase:whatfriend?

Dad:yeahwhatfriend?

Me:youguysaresonosy.Afriendgotajob

Mom:niceone.Tellhimwesaidcongratzand

welcometotherealworld

Me:Iwilltellher.Asewanttocome?

Ase:doesshehaveaname?

Me:byeguys.

Ase:Idowanttocome.Momplease

Mom:nope

Me:I’llkeepaneyeonherIpromise

Jen:letthekidsgohavefun.Itsholidaysfor

Christsake.Nobodystoppedyoufromgoing

out!

Momlookedatusboth.

Her:finebutifshedare



Me:Ipromiseshewon’tdoanything!Gochange

fastfast

Asewentuptoherroomtogetdressed.

Mom:andyoubringherbackhomeafter

Me:yes,ma’am

Jen:sincewhenareyouthisuptight?Damon

aren’tyousexingherenough?

Me:kiddieears

Jen:ohplease.Dae,answers

Dad:Melodydoesn’tknowwhentostop

Jen:so?She’s20.Atleastshe’snotsleeping

aroundlikekidsherage.Thestricteryouareon

themwillbethedeathofyou!Letherhaveas

muchfunasyourparentsletyouwhenyou

wereherage

Mom:reallyJennifer?

Jen:yes,really.Nobodygroundedyou.Nobody

toldyounottogoout,itwasallyourdecisions



tomake.Don’ttryturnherintoyoubecause

she’snot.BetheparentBomiwastoyou

JustthenAsewalkedinalldressedup,skinny

jeans,whitevest,whitesneakersandleather

jacketinherarm.

Her:ready

Me:byeguys

Jen:enjoyyourselvesok

Withthatwewalkedouttothecar.Ontheway

tomyplaceshewasbusyaskingmewhothe

mysteriousfriendisandwhomygirlfriendis

andwhethershewasgoingtobetheretoo.I

didn’tansweranyofherquestions.Wegotto

myplaceandItookaquickshowerand

changedintojeansat-shirtwithsneakersand

thenweheadedouttoCubana.

.

.
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Idon’tunderstandwhyMelokuhlewoulddothat

tomeduringthepeopleandinfrontofhislunch

date.Imeanwhat’sthegirlgoingtothink

shame?Buthedidkindofmakemefeelspecial

forthatmoment,almostlikehefeltsomething

forme.Iwon’tlieIenjoyedthemomentsuch

thatIwalkedoutsmilingandgotinsideLedi’s

car.

Her:Itakeityougotthejob

Ismiledandnodded.

Her:sowhenandwherearewegoingto

celebrate?

Me:7Cubana



Her:goingbigaren’twenow…

Me:whynot?AnywayIjustbumpedinto

Melokuhleandhewasexcitedandhepicked

meupandspunmearound

Her:Iknewthatbigsmilewasn’tonlybecause

ofthejob

Me:what?

Her:youlikethisguy

Me:No!hewasjustbeingafriend

Her:yeahyoudo

Me:hewaswiththisbreath-takinggirl.Imean

outofthisworldbeautifulfriend

Her:andyouthinkyoucan’ttakehimfromher?

Me:what?

Her:besides,isn’tthisthesameguywho

doesn’tdorelationships?ImeanifthisisMelo

thensurelyheprobablywantsonethingfrom

thegirl…whywouldhebebusypickingyouup



inthepresenceofhisgirlfriend?What’she

goingtogainfromthat?

Naledikindofmadesense.Ifthatgirlwashis

girlfriend,thenhewouldn’thavedonewhathe

did.ButthenagainheisMelokuhleBess,he

doeswhathewantsandnotcareabout

anybodyintheprocess,wellmaybehecares

aboutmeIdon’tknowabouttherest.

Me:arghwhateverfriend,Idon’tcarewhatheis

doingwithher.Ijustwanttogethightonight.

Her:ecstasy?

Me:NEVER!

Her:justthisoncefriend

Me:noNaledi!

Her:fine.Weeditis,Idoubtitsallowedat

Cubanathough

Me:sowheredoyousuggestwesmokeit?

Her:smokeathomeandgogetwastedatCu



Me:great.Lemmecallsomefriends

Her:justafewclosefriends!

Me:yes,mommy.

WiththatIsentabroadcasttoSiya,Athi,Sihle

andMelo.Theyallrespondedandsaidthey

wouldbethere.WegothomeandNitawasn’t

aroundthehouseorletmesaywedidn’tsee

heranywherefromtheloungeallthewaytothe

back,nobodycheckedherroom;notthatwe

didn’tcarebutwefeellikeshe’sanungrateful

bitch!Wewenttoshowerinourseparaterooms

andthenwenttochillintheloungewatchingtv

andmostlytalkingaboutstuff.Awhilelaterwe

heardsometalkingcomingfromthepassage

andawhilelaterwesawNitawithBonke,the

guywaslimping.SeeminglyLedigothimgood.

Him:ladies

Noneofusresponded.Wejustlookedatthem

andbackatthetv.



Him:Nalediaren’tyougoingtoapologise?

Her:IwouldexceptIwouldn’tmeanitsoI

rathernot…youunderstandright?

Him:youreallyareevilhuh?!

Her:Ithoughtyouwouldstillbeinhospitalor

withyoursidechick…Ican’tkeepupreally

Him:youmayhavecaughtmeoffguardbut

bestbelievethatitwasyourfirstandlast

Her:Anitacontrolyourman.Ohwait,hedoesn’t

countasamananymore…seeingthathe’s

infertilenowandshit

Him:NalediI’mwarningyou!

Nita:youknowhowsheis.Letitgo

Me:youknowwhatAnita…actuallynevermind.

Havefun

Nitalookedatmeandshookherheadbefore

helpingherboyfriendupthestairs.Itwas

actuallyafunnysightsuchthatwedidn’teven



waitforthemtodisappearbeforelaughingat

thetwo.Wecrackedupsomejokesaboutwhat

justhappenedandthenawhilelateraswewere

stillwatchingwhatwasonthedoorbellrang.

Wewerehesitanttoanswersowewentall

“rock-paper-scissors”oneachotherandshe

beatmetoitsoIwenttogetthedoor.Before

mestoodEmelie.

Her:heyfriend

Me:Anitaisinherroom

Isaidwalkingout.I’mnotscaredtovoiceout

myfeelingsbutAnitamadeitprettyclearthatit

wasnoneofourbusinessandthatitwouldbe

bestwedidn’tgetinvolvedinherbusiness.Em

followedafterme.

Her:Yandipleaseletmeexplain

Me:youowemenothing.ExplaintoAnita

Ledi:whoisit?

JustasIwasabouttorespondEmrockedup



behindme

Ledi:what?Areyouguyshavingathreesome?

Ihither

Her:what?Ijustwannaknowthat’sall…

Em:hellotoyoutooLedi

Her:mh…Anitaandyourboyfriendorfuckbuddy

orwhateverareupstairsinNita’sroom…Idon’t

thinkyou’llbegettinganytonight

Icouldn’tholdbackmylaugh.Thisgirlwassick

Iswear.Idon’tevenunderstandhowsheandI

arestillfriendswhenshe’slikethis.Sheis

CRAZY!

Em:No.IjustcametoseeAnita

Wejustkeptquietandfocusedonthetvwe

werewatchingbeforesheinterrupted.Shewent

upthestairstoNita’sroom.

Ledi:I’mkindofcuriousastowhat’sgoingto

happenupthere



Ilaughed

Me:dudeNo!

Her:Ijustwannahaveitoncamerathat’sall

Me:LediNo!let’sgogetdressedanyway!

Her:butIwantdrama

ShepretendedtocryandIjustlaughedather.I

don’tlikedrama,entertainingasitisbutI’mnot

afanofit.IthinkIhadenoughofitwhenIwas

withZukosonowI’mjustachilledperson.We

wentupstairstoherroomandsmoked2joints

thenwegotdressedandhitthestreetsof

Durban.DareIsaywelookedhotandIwas

readytogetwasted.WegottoCuandtheguys

werealreadythereexceptMeloandAse.

Sihle:congratzmyhoney

Hesaidspinningmearound.Heputmedown

andkissedmyforeheadandwentonandon

abouthowhappyhewasformeandhowproud

hewas.Iwassohighit’snotevenfunny.I



wasn’teveninthemoodforbooze,Ijust

wantedtodanceandbehappy.Alltheguys

congratulatedmeandwerehappyforme.Siya

boughtaroundofshotsandweallhadtotake

onewhetherwewantedtoornot.Lifewasjust

perfect.Iwenttothedancefloortodanceand

thisguyjoinedmeanddancedwithme,Idon’t

evenknowwhotheguywas,Iwasjustthereto

enjoymyself.IsawMeloandAseapproachour

tableandIwentbacktothetabletogreetthem.

Asecongratulatedme.

Her:areyoudrunk?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:justhigh

Ase:where’smore?

Me:inthecar.JustaskLedi

Melo:younotsmokingweed

Me:weedisharmlessMelokuhle

Him:I’vebeentellingyoutostopcallingmethat!



Me:orwhat?

Him:don’ttestmeYaya

Me:youneedtolivealittle.

Ipulledhishandthroughthecrowd

Him:whereareyoutakingme?

Me:tothedancefloor.Youlooklikeyoucan

dance

Him:yeahwellIdon’t

Me:stopbeinganuptightassjustthisonce.

Istarteddancingandhedancedalong.We

mademagic,Iwashighyesbutdamnwe

dancedsoperfectlytogether,IfeltlikeIwasin

somemusicvideo.Itwasmyfirsttimeseeing

Meloletlooseandjustbe,Iwasproudof

myselfforbringingthatsideoutofhim.After

thesongwewenttothebar,hesuggestedwe

gograbdrinks.

Him:Ididn’tknowyoucouldmovelikethat?!



Me:Ididn’tknowyouhadthatinyou.Youwas

onfire

Him:wemakefiresweetie.

AsweweretalkinglikethattheguyIwas

dancingwithearlieronwalkedovertous.

Guy:howaboutyoucomeshowmethose

dancemovesoutside?

Me:excuseme

Melo:excuseyou?

Him:andwhoareyou?Shewaswithmebefore

youcamealongwhiteboy.Sticktoyourkind

Melo:don’ttestmeplease

Him:whatyougoingtodoaboutwhitey

HesaidshovingMelo.Icouldseetheangerin

hiseyesthatshiitwasabouttogodown.

Me:Idon’tknowyouandyoudon’tknowmeso

pleasejustgo.

Him:thisbitch!AllyouXhosa’sarethesame.I



alsohavemoney,Icanbutyouadrinktoif

that’swhatittakestogetyouintobed

Melothrewapunchattheguyandhefelltothe

floorandthenhegotontopofthenigga.The

highnesswassuddenlyturnedintosoberness.I

triedpullingMeloofftheguyandbynowall

eyeswereonus.

Me:MelokuhlePlease!

Ishoutedandhestoppedwhenhenoticedthe

guybleedingheavily.Hegotoffhimandwalked

awayfrommeandIfollowedhimtothemale

toilets

Him:younotsupposedtobehere

Me:yeahwellyoualmostkilledsomeone

becauseofme

Him:IhateguyswhoinsultXhosawomenand

callthemshiittheynot.MymomisXhosa

Hewaswashinghishand.Itooktissues,niggas

cominginthetoiletweregivingmefunnylooks



butIdidn’tcare.Ihelpedhimwithhishand.

Him:relaxwouldyou.Myhandisfine

Me:yourknucklesarebruisedbruh

Him:becarefulYaya,Imightjustthinkyoucare

aboutme

Me:ohandwewouldn’twantthatnowwould

we

Me:nowewouldn’t.younotforme

Him:andyounotforme

Me:perfect.Thenweunderstandeachother

Him:loudandclear

Iwipedhishandandhewincedalittle

Me:I’msorry

Him:it’sokay.

Ilookedupandhimandoureyesmet.Heput

hisuninjuredhandbehindmyneckandpulled

meinforakiss.Hislipsweresocoldfromthe



beerhehaddrankearlieron,theystillhadthat

taste.Theyweresoftandjustallthingsniceor

maybeIwasjusthighalloveragain.Ibrokethe

kissandmovedback.

Me:uhhhmIshouldgobacktotherest

Him:yeahyoushould

WiththatIwalkedoutandheadedtothetable

andafewminuteslaterhejoinedus.

Siya:wheredidyouguysdisappearto?Didyou

guysseewhowasfighting?

Melolookedathisknuckles.Thingswerejust

awkwardbetweenusallofasudden.Iwas

suddenlyinthemoodtogetdrunk.Thekiss

washeavenlynodoubtbutitshouldn’thave

happened.Itwasamistake!

Athi:don’ttellmeyouweretheonefighting

Ase:talkaboutkeepingalowprofileJerk

Him:Weshouldleave.ItslateandIhaveto

wakeup



Ledi:itsonlypast8dude!Stayalittle

Him:Ihavework.Sorry

Ase:comeonDerrick.Just30moreminutes,

Yanditalktohimplease

Icouldbarelylookattheguy.Idrownedmyself

inthebottleIwasdrinking,itwasabottleof

brutalfruit,itwasoneLedi’s…that’swhatshe

drinkswhenshedoesn’twannabesloshed.

Him:30moreminutesandthat’sit

Siya:sowhathappened?Why’dyouhittheguy?

Ase:Yandiwherewereyou?

Welookedateachother.

Me:huh?

Melo:thatguymadesomestupidcomment

aboutXhosawomenandItookoffense

Ledi:Ihopeyoukilledhim.Hedoesn’tdeserve

towalkonthis

Theotherslaughed



Melo:yeahit’sovernow.

Ase:ifyourparentsdarefindoutaboutthis

Melo:theywon’t.Relax

Wekeptexchangingglancesateachother.

Therewasjustalotofawkwardnessbetween

himandI.itwassobadthathewalkedoutto

withhisphonetomakeacallorsomething.I

wasjustreadytogohomesoIsuggestedthat

thisbeourlastroundforthenight,Isounded

likeapartypooperbutIdidn’tcare.Ijust

wantedtobeawayfromMelokuhleBess.We

gotoutsideandhewastalkingonthephone

andyoucouldtellbythecallthathewastalking

toagirl.Wepassedhimandwenttothecar,I

waitedwithMahleandshetoldmeaboutthis

girlherbrotherhasstartedseeingsincetoday.

.

.
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Thekisswasanhonestmistake!Itwasaspare

ofthemomentthinganditwasnevermeantto

happeninthefirstplace.Ihaveagirlfriendand

shewouldnotbehappyifshefoundoutabout

thisandthat’sthelastthingIneedrightnow.

MyfirstrealrelationshipinalongtimeandIgo

onandscrewitup!Justgreat!Thekisswas

amazingIwon’tliebutithappenedatthewrong

time!HadithappenedearliermaybeIwouldn’t

feelsobadaboutitandI’dactuallypursueYaya

butnowI’mwithsomeoneandIneedtoprove

toherthatIaminthis100%.Thewaythings

wereawkwardbetweenYayaandmeatthe

tableIjustneededtogetawayfromherand

whobettertogetawaytothantocallmynew



bae?!Shedidn’thesitatetopickup.

//Me:Iwashopingyounotoneofthose"Idon't

call/texthimfirst"typeofgirls

Her:wellhellotoyoutooDee

Me:heybabe,howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodandhowareyou?

Me:I’mok.Imissyou

Her:youhadlunchwithmetoday

Me:itwasn’tenough.Iwanttoseeyou;Iwant

tobewithyou

Her:toosoon

Me:Ididn’tsayIwanttohavesexwithyouchill

lady

Her:soyoudon’twishtohavesexwithme?

Me:IwouldlovetoverymuchbutIdon’twant

torushanythingjustyet.Fornow,Ijustwantto

benexttoyouandbreathyourair,watchyou

whenyousleepandjustbeinyourpresence



Her:areyouok?Areyoucatchingafeveror

something?

Me:what?FuckNO!why?

Her:youallloveydoveyandshiit

Me:ouch!

Her:I’msorry.Iactuallymissyourcompanyin

allhonesty

Me:aren’tyousleepingearlytoday?

Her:aren’tyoucookingtoday?

Me:howaboutIcomeeatatyourplace?Wait….

Canyouevencook?

Her:doIlooklikeIcan’tcook?

Me:yeahactually.Youlooklikeyoudon’tcook

atall

Shegiggled,herlaughwasthemostcutest

thingI’veeverheard!Icouldlistentoitallday

everyday!IsawmysisterwalkingoutwithYaya

andtherestofthecrewbehindthem.Yayaand



Iexchangedglances,IcouldhearKateoverthe

phonebutmymainfocuswasonthegirl

walkingwithmysistergoingtomycar.They

stoodoutsideandcontinuedchattingabout

whatever.

Her:Deeyoustillthere?

Me:I’msorry,youweresaying?

Her:Iwassaying,howaboutyoucomeover

andfindoutforyourself?

Me:isthataninvitationtoyourplace?

Her:maybe….Maybenot

Me:I’lltakethatasamaybe.Textmeyour

addressandI’llbethereinanhour

Her:Ican’twait

Me:metoobabe.Byefornow

Her:bye//

Afterdroppingthecall,Iwalkedovertomy

sisterandYayaoffwhichYayaleftAsewhen



shesawmeapproach.Icouldn’thelpbutfeel

badaboutthekissandtheconversationIjust

had.Sheseemedmadatmeforlordknows

what.Iunlockedthedoorsandmysistergotin

hersideandIwentinmine.Istartedthecarand

droveoff.

Her:whatdidyoudo?

Me:excuseme?

Her:don’tplaydumbwithme.YouthinkIdidn’t

noticethetensionbetweenyouandYandiswa?

WhatdidyoudoDerrick?

Me:whyyoualwaysgottoassumeIdid

somethingwrong?

Her:that’sbecauseyounormallydosomething

wrong.Youarethecauseofthetension

Melokuhle!

Me:Ididnothingbutdefendherfromthe

assholeshewasdancingwithfromearlieron

Her:seemslikethere’smoretothestorythan



youlettingon

Me:like?

Her:Isawyoutwowalkingoutofthetoilets.

Whathappenedinthere?

Me:nothing.shejustnursedmyhandthat’sall

Her:reallynowMelo?

Me:whatdoyouwantfrommeAsemahle?

Her:thetruththat’sall

Me:youwantthetruth?YandiswaandIkissed!

Thereyouhaveit!

Mysisterispersistentlikehermotherand

fatheranditssuperannoying!

Her:whywouldyoukissher?youhavea

girlfriend!

Me:uhhmakissinvolvestwopartiesAsemahle,

ithappenswhenbothpartieswantittooccur

ok?Ikissedherandshekissedmeback

Her:anditdidn’toccurtoyouthatyouhavea



girlfriendandyoumightbeleadingYandiswaon?

Me:itwasamistakeandsheandIbothagreed

itwillneverhappenagain

Her:doyouhavefeelingsforYandiswa?

Me:excuseme?

Her:ohI’msorry.WasInotloudenough?DO

YOUHAVEFEELINGSFORYANDISWA?

Me:Idon’thavetoanswerthis

Her:OhMyGod!Youhavefeelingsforher.

you’vehadfeelingsforherforawhilenowbut

youneededthekisstoconfirmit!whydidn’tI

seethisbefore?!

Me:Idon’tknowwhatyoutalkingabout!

Her:whyareyouwithKateifyouinlovewith

anotherDerrick?

Me:thisconversationisover!

Her:No!NoitsnotDerrick.

Me:IDON’THAVEFEELINGSFORYANDISWA!



Canwepleasejustdropit!

Her:DerrickwhyareyoustringingKatealong?

Whatgameareyouplayingat?

Me:I’mnotplayinganygame!

Her:yes,youare.YouwithKatebecauseyou

hopingthatshewillhelpyougetoverYandiswa

Me:Idon’tknowhowyoucameaboutyour

conclusion,butit’snottrue.Ifeelnothingfor

Yandiswa

Her:Ihopeso.ForyoursakeandforKate’s!

Withthatshekeptquietandlookedoutside

leavingmeindeepthoughts.Thekissmayhave

confirmedmyfeelingsforYandiswabutit

doesn’tchangeanything.Ihaveagirlfriendand

Ican’thurtherlikethis.I’vealreadypromised

herIwouldbeabettermanandthatIwoulddo

rightbyherandthat’sexactlywhatIwanttodo.

Beagoodguyforher.thekisswasamistake,

yesitmademefeelsometypeofwayabout



Yayabutitwasamistakeanditwillnever

happenagain!WegottomyhomeandIparked

thecarandaccompaniedmysisterin,whenwe

gotinmomandIyaweren’thome.Dadwas

sittingaloneinthelivingroomworkingasusual.

Me:wherearetheladies?

Him:wellJenniferisintownwhichmeansthey

areouttopaintthetownred

Ase:momtoo?

Him:yep,evenyourmom.Howwaswhatever

youkidswentto?

Ase:wellYandiswawillbethephotographerfor

theMbira’sgraduationparty

Dad:Yandiswa?

Me:Asemahle’sfriend,DrGxaba’sdaughter

Him:ohright,her…

Ase:yep.YoumissedherthisSunday,shewas

herefordinner



Him:thisgirlmusthavemadeanimpression

huh?

Ase:yeahshedid,momsayssheremindsher

ofherself

Him:Ishouldmeetthisgirl.

Ase:you’llmeetherthisSaturdaydaddy

Me:Ishouldgo

Him:whereto?Aren’tyousleepingover?

Me:sorrydad,nottodayIalreadymadeplansI

cannotcancel

Him:shebetterbespecialforyoutobailon

yourfamily

Me:trustmedad,sheis

Him:fine.Besafe

Me:byedad.

IsaidwalkingoutleavingMahlesnuggling

herselfnexttodad.Thatonewasalwaysacry

baby.IcalledKateonmywayoutoftheyard



andtoldherIwasonmyway.Igottoherplace

andcalledhertocomeandopenforme.Kate

livedinacommuneoppositeDUTRitson

campusinasingleroom,perksofbeingsmartI

guess.Wewentinherroomanditwasneatand

didnotlooklikeastudent’sroom,wellexcept

thesinglebedthatwasinthecorner.

Her:it’snotmuchb…

Shedidn’tevenfinishhersentencewhenI

pinnedheronthecloseddoorandkissedher

passionately,sherespondedalltoowell.We

brokethekissaftersometime.Yaya’skisswas

magicalandKate’swasnormal,itfeltlikeIwas

kissingoneofthoserandomchicksIbang.

Her:andwhatwasthat?

Me:I’vehadacrappyday

Her:hahahawanttotalkaboutit?

Me:Irathernot.

ShetookmyhandandIflinchedabit.



Her:I’msorry.Waitwhathappenedtoyourhand?

Me:canwenottalkaboutitplease

Her:canwetalkaboutitplease?What

happened?

Me:Idon’tknowifItoldyoubutmyfriendgota

jobtoday

Her:theonewemetearlier?

Me:yesher.sosheinvitedusoutforsome

drinkstocelebratehergettingthejobandall

Weweresittingontopofherbedandshewas

listeningtomeattentively.Itwasactuallycute

really,shekeptnoddingtoconfirmthatIhadall

herattention.

Me:sowedancedandthenwenttochillatthe

bar,thisdrunkguywalksuptoheraskingher

foradanceinoutsideandbeingtheguyIamI

trydefendingher,theguyinsultsherandcalls

heratypicalXhosawho’saftermymoneyand

stuffandhesaidawholelotofbullwhichmade



mehithimbecausehehadnorighttoinsultmy

friendlikethatandItookoffensebecausemy

motherisXhosa

Her:yourfriendisveryluckytohaveyouasa

friend.Imeantodefendherlikethat.I’mproud

ofyouforstickingupforthedefenceless

Me:I’malawyer,it’swhatIdo

Her:hahahalet’snotgetcockyDee.Sowhereis

yourfriend?Shesafe?

Me:I’dliketothinkso,shewenthomewithher

roommate

Her:wellcallherandseeifshegothomesafely

Ilookedatherhopingshewouldsayshewas

jokingorsomethingalongthoselinesbutnope,

shewasserious.Shegavemethatlook,you

knowtheonethatsays‘doasIsay’look?Yeah

wellItookoutmyphoneandshegotupand

headedtoherpotswhileImadethecalland

guesswhat?Itrangandwenttovoicemail



meaningshewasprobablyignoringmycallsso

Ileftheravoicemailsayingtocallmewhenshe

gotthisorsendmeatexttellingmeshewas

homesafeandthendroppedthecall.Igotand

wenttohugherfrombehind,shewasbusy

dishingupforus.

Me:thislooksyummy

Her:it’sasgoodasitlooks.Sowhatdidyour

friendsay?

Me:she’snotansweringsoIleftheravoicemail

Her:shouldn’tyoubeworried?Whatifthatguy

followedherhomeorsomething?it’snotsafe

outinthesestreetsDee

Me:thenwhatdoyouproposeIdobabe?

Her:callheragainorcallherroommatejustto

besure.Thelastthingyouwantistowakeup

toaheadlinesayingthatsheismissingorshe

wasfounddeadinaditch.Girlsarenotsafeout

thereDee



Me:wheredidIgetyou?

Her:fromheaven.Nogocall

Shesaidpeckingmeonthelipsandthen

continuedwithwhatshewasdoing.Iasked

AthiforNaledi’snumberandthencalledher,

shepickedupaftersometime.

//her:Hello?

Me:NalediHi,itsMelokuhle

Her:helloMelo,towhatdoIowethepleasure?

Me:justwantedtomakesureyouguysgot

homesafethat’sall

Her:youcouldhavecalledYayaforthat

Me:Icouldhavebutherphoneringsandgoes

tovoicemail,Ijustwantedtomakesureyou

guyswereokthat’sall

Her:wearemorethanok.ThanksMelo

Me:okthen.ByeNaledi

Her:itsLedi.ByeMelo//



There’ssomethingscaryaboutNaledi.Maybe

it’swhatIheardshedidtoBonkeorsomething

butthere’sjustsomethingthatscaresmeabout

her,she’sintimidating.AfterthecallKatecame

withourplatesandwesatdownandate.Her

foodwasasgoodasitlookedyouwouldswear

shewastryingtomakeanimpressionandshe

waswinningbecauseIwasimpressed.When

weweredoneeatingsheandIwashedthe

dishesanddriedthemthenwewenttochillon

herbedandcuddledwhiletalkingaboutstuff.

ShewasasweetgirlandIwouldbeanidiotto

breakherheart.ShefellasleepfirstandI

watchedhersleep,shewastoocuteforwords.

Igotherinsidethecoversandtookmyclothes

offthenjoinedherinbed.Wedidn’tdoanything

butsleepandIwasokwiththat,itwasunusual

formebutImadedo.

.

.
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SoMelokuhleisdatingthegirlIsawhimwith

today?Iknewit!whywouldhekissmeknowing

thathe’sseeingsomeone?Thekisschanges

everything.IwassortofmadathimbutI

mostlymadatmyselfforbeingthatstupid.Why

didIkisshimback?WhatwasIhopingtogain

fromitanyway?HecalledmewhenLediandI

gothomebutIstraightofignoredhiscalls,

whatdidhewantfrommemaybe?Lediwalked

inawhilelaterandthrewherselfonmybed.

Her:IjustgotacallfromMelo

Me:wheredidhegetyournumber?

Her:Ididn’task…anywayhewascallingto



makesurewehomesafe

Me:that’sniceofhim.

Isaidwalkingtomyclosettakingmyclothes

offlayerbylayer.Shefollowedme.

Her:whathappenedtonight?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:I’mnotstupid.Inoticedthetension

betweenyouguysafterthewholefightincident

Me:Idon’tknowwhatyoutalkingaboutNaledi

Her:whenyouandMeloleftthetableya’llwere

ongoodspeakingtermsandthensuddenlyyou

comebackactingallawkward…whathappened?

Didhehurtyou?

Me:what?NO!

Her:thenwhyareyouignoringhiscalls

Sheaskedwavingmyphoneinmyface.She

knowsmypattern…justgreat!Nalediisone

observantpersonsoitsbestIjusttellher



becauseonewayortheothershe’sgonnafind

out.

Me:hekissedmeinthetoiletandIkissedhim

back

Shescreamedandstartedjumpingupand

downallexcited.

Her:sothismeansthatheisnotdatingthegirl

yousawhimwithandthatyoutwoactually

mightbesomething

Me:no!itwasjustakiss.Besides,hehasa

girlfriendandweagreedthatitwasamistake

anditwillneverhappenagain

Her:WHAT???

Me:what?

Isaidwalkingbacktomyroomwearingmy

pjays.

Her:youguyskissed.Howwasit?

Me:itwasnormal.Itwasakissthere’snothing



toitreally

Her:liar!Youlikehimfriend

Me:evenifIdo,itdoesn’tmatternow.Hehasa

girlfriend

Iwon’tlieIreallywashurttohearthathehasa

girlfriend.Imeanweren’twehittingitoff?Aint

likeIwasplayinghardtogetoranythingbut

seeingthosesidesofhimIneversawearlieron

wereslowlymakingmefallforhim.AmIcrazy

forfallingfortheguy?Whynowanyway?Ithink

Ineedadestructioninmylife.

Her:Melokissedyouknowingverywellhehas

agirlfriend.WhydoIgetthefeelingthathe’s

withthisgirlforthesakeofbeingwith

someoneorbecauseyou’vepointeditoutto

himsomanytimesthatyouweren’tinterested

inhimthathedecidedtostopchasing?

Me:butLediIwasn’tplayinghardtoget.I

honestlywasn’tinterestedintheguybefore

untilheapologisedandstartedshowingme



sidesofhimIneverknewexisted

Her:whatyoudofromhereonisallonyou

babygirl.youcaneithertellhimhowyoufeel

abouthimorkeepittoyourselfbutImustsay

this,nothingeatsyouuplikethewordsyou

neversaid…

Wewerenowsittingontopofmybedwithmy

headonherlapandherplayingwithmyhair.

Me:Ihearyou…

Her:sohonestly…howwasthekiss?

Me:itwasmagicalbruh!Iwisheditwouldnever

stop.Imeanifhiskissisthatgood

Her:thenhissexmustbeevenbetter

Ilaughed.LikeNaledihadtotakeitthereyou

guys?Whywasthisgirllikethis?Oneminute

wehavingahearttoheartmomentandthenext

she’sbeinglikethis?

Me:yeahwellIguessI’llneverknownow…



Her:ifyouwantedtoknowyouwouldknow!

Me:yeahwhatever.

Isaidgettingunderthecoversandshejoined

me.MyphonerangandZukowascalling,well

hiscontactwassavedas“asshole”.Icuthis

callbutniggadidn’tgiveupsuchthatIeven

switchedmyphoneoff.Therewasaknockon

mydoor,LediandIlookedateachotherbefore

answeringforthepersontocomein.Anita

walkedinlookinglikeamess.

Ledi:canwehelpyou?

Nita:canIcomein?

Me:youalreadyinsomightaswell…

Her:guysI’msorry

Ijustnodded.

Ledi:sorryforwhatexactly?Canyoubeabit

morespecific

Her:IscrewedupyouguysandIknowthatnow.



BonkeisnotwhoIthoughthewas

Ledi:whatdidhedonow?

Her:Emelieispregnant!

Ledi:tellherwesaidcongratz

InudgedLediundertheblankets

Ledi:what?

Me:No!

Ledi:NOYandiswa!Anitaheregavemegrieffor

stickingmynoseinherbusinessandnowshe’s

suddenlycometocryonwhoseshoulder?Nah

famitdoesn’tworklikethat!Anitasweetiego

backtoyourlimpingboyfriendbecauseyou

lovehimmorethanyourfriendswhowoulddo

anythingforyou

Me:NONaledi.Nitacomesitdownbaby.

ShewasintearsandIjustcouldn’thelpbutfeel

sorryforher,shedidn’tdeservethis!Menreally

aretrashshame!Whosleepswithyourfriend



andthengoesonandmakesthempregnant?

BonkedeservedwhatLedididtohislying

cheatingass!Igotoutofthecoversandwent

tocomforther,Lediwasn’tfazedatallbyher

tearsthistimearound.Ididn’tknowwhattosay

toherreallybecauselet’sberealistic,youcan’t

giveadviceinasituationyou’veneverbeen

beforebecausewhatexperienceareyou

speakinguponreally?AllIcouldtellherwas

thateverythingwasgoingtobeok,that’sallI

couldevenuttertoher.onethingyoumust

knowisthatshevaluesfriendshipmorethan

relationshipssowhenyougoonandchoosea

manoverfriendshipyou’llbeonyourown

shouldthatmanhurtyouespeciallyifshehad

triedtohelpyouandyouthrewherhelpbackon

herface.Ledigotupoutofmycoversand

walkedoutofmyroom.Nitafellasleepfirstand

Ituckedherinthenswitchedmyphoneon

beforecallingitanight,thefollowingmorningI

waswokenupbyaphonecallfromMelokuhle.



//Me:what?

Him:isthathowweanswerthephonenow?

Me:whenyoukissmeknowingwellenoughyou

haveagirlfriend,yesthat’sexactlyhowthe

phoneisanswered

Him:Idon’tunderstandwhyyoumadatme

becauseyoukissedmeback,youwantedthe

kissasmuchasIwantedit

Me:hadIknownyouhadagirlfriendthentrust

meitwouldhaveneverhappenedinthefirst

placeMelokuhle

Him:Icalledyoubecauseyoudidn’tgetbackto

mycallsandtextsYandiswa

Me:yeahwellLeditoldyouwearrivedhome

safely.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Him:toapologise.Ishouldhaveneverkissed

youYaya,Idon’tregretkissingyouthoubutI

shouldn’thaveandforthatI’msorry

Me:ok.ByeMelokuhle



Him:Yayawait.Please.

Ikeptquiet.Thisconversationwasgoing

terriblyandIjustwantedittoendalready!

Him:youstillthere?

Me:yes

Him:thankyou.Idon’tknowwhyIkissedyou

honestlybutIdon’tregretkissingyoubecause

itmademerealisethatIhavefeelingsforyou

Ichuckled.

Him:Iknowyoudon’tbelievemeandI’mok

withthatbutIjustthoughtyoushouldknow

that.AsmuchasIwouldliketobewithyoubut

Ican’t,youmysister’sfriendandmyfamily

likesyouandIwouldneverforgivemyselfifI

hurtyouinanywaylikeI’vedonewithKate.

Me:ItwasjustakissMelokuhle,itdidn’tmean

anything

Him:canyouhonestlylookmeintheeyeand

tellmeyoudidn’tfeelanything?



Me:itdoesn’tmatterwhatIfeltMelokuhle,I

washighandwhat’sdoneisdone

Him:oh

Me:canIgobacktosleepnow?

Him:byeYandiswa!//

Ilookedatmyscreenandthecallhadbeen

ended…Idon’tunderstandwhyMelokuhle

wouldcallmeatpast6totellmeallofthis.his

callwasunnecessaryreally.Imeanwhatdidhe

thinkwouldhappen?WekissandsuddenlyI’m

inlovewithhimandIwantarelationshipwith

him?Itdoesn’tgothatway!ItriedsleepingbutI

couldn’tsleepanymoresoIwenttoLedi’sroom

andknockedbutshedidn’trespondwhich

meantshewasprobablystillsleeping.Itried

openingthedooranditwasn’tlockedsoI

walkedinandshereallywassleeping.Igot

underthecoversbehindherandcuddledher,I

neededahug.

Her:it’sstillearly.Whatareyoudoingup?



Shesaidinasleepytiredvoicewithouteven

turningtolookatme.

Me:Ineedahug.

Sheturnedandfacedmethenwrappedher

armsaroundme.

Her:what’swrong?Whathappened?

Shecouldbarelyopenhereyesbutsheopened

themandlookedatme.

Me:IjustgotacallfromMelokuhle

Her:saying?

Me:sayshehasfeelingsforme…hedoesn’t

regretkissingmeohandthathecan’tdateme

becauseI’mclosetohisfamilyandthathe

wouldneverbeabletoforgivehimselfifhehurt

methewayhehurthiscurrentgirlfriend

Lediwassmilinghearingallofthisandreally?I

don’tseeexcitingaboutallofthisbecauseit’s

notexcitingatall!



Her:Idon’tknowwhatmoreyouwant.That

manisyours,youjustneedtotakehim

Me:Ican’t.HeisnotminetotakeLedi.Hehas

agirlfriend,thelastthingIwantistobethose

girlsthatwreckrelationships

Her:whydowealwaysblamethegirlwhenit’s

themanthatapproachesthegirlknowingvery

wellthathehasagirlfriend?Melometyoufirst

soinallhonestlyhewasyoursfirstbeforehe

washers

Icouldn’thelpbutlaughatherlogic.SeewhyI

loveher?sheisabletomakemefeelbetter.

Her:there’sthatlaughIlovesomuch.

Me:SoyouandAnita?

Her:whataboutus?

Me:youknowwhatImean

Her:arghI’mnotgoingtopretendthatI’mokay

withthewayshehandledthings.Shedidn’t

wantustogetinvolvedandnowthatthere’sa



babyinthepictureshesuddenlywantsustobe

involved?Nahfamitdon’tworklikethat

Me:butsheapologised

Her:herapologymeansnothingtome.Anita

needsusonlywhenitsuitsher.whatkindof

friendisthat?Lethergrowupthewayshe

wantstogrowup,letherhandlehershiitthe

wayshewantstohandleitbheyps

Me:ohLedi

Her:NOYandiswa!Let’ssleepI’mstillsleepy

Itriedconvincingherbutmyfriendwasn’t

hearingjackshiitsuchthatIevengaveup.We

fellasleepandwokeuptoanEnglishbreakfast

madebyNita,ofcauseNaledididn’teatitshe

madeherselfcereal.AnywayIgotacallfrom

MrsMbiraaskingmetocometoherhouse

Fridayandtakesome“squadgoals”picturesof

herdaughterandsomefriendsforthe21ston

Saturday.Iwasgoingtomake+-R5000fromall

ofthiswhichwasgoingintomysavingsformy



gallery.Yesmyplanwastobuyanopenspace

whenI’minmyfinalyearandthenhandle

everythingproperduringholidays.After

breakfastIshoweredandwenttotowntobuy

filmformycamerawithNalediandsome

printingpaperandallthatotherstuffwith

moneymomsentme.

Me:soIgotatextwithmyfather’snumber

Her:youwentthroughwithit?

Me:ItoldyouI’mcurious

Her:whatifheisnotwhatyouhopingfor

Me:Idon’tevenknowwhatI’mhopingfor

Her:doesyourmomknowyoulookingforthe

guy?

Me:ofcauseshedoesn’t

Her:whichmeansit’sabadidea

Me:howisfindingmyfatherabadidea?

Her:wearetalkingaboutamanwhonever



botheredtobeinyourlifeYandiswa!

Me:canyoujustsupportmeonthisplease

Her:Idon’twantyoutogetdisappointed

Me:you’llgettosayyoutoldmesoafterthe

wholething

WewerewalkingaroundPavilionmallin

Westville.Thischickbumpedintomemaking

medropmypaperbagsandherschoolbagin

theprocess

Ledi:watchwhereyougoing

Her:I’msosorry

Me:yeahmetoo

Wewerepickingupthethingsonthefloorand

thenwelookedateachotherandthenwe

headedseparateways.Therewassomething

aboutthegirl,Idon’tknowwhatitwasabout

herbuttherewasjustsomethingabouther

eyesalmostlikeI’veseenthemsomewhere.



Ledi:youok?

Me:yeahI’mfine

Her:thesesnobsneedtowatchwherethey

going

Me:itwasamistakefriend

Her:stilldoesn’texcusewhatshedidthough

ShewasastudentatDurbangirlshigh,she

lookedlikeshewasingrade9or10.Ledicalls

DGHkidssnobsbecauseoftheEnglishand

prettymuchtheschool.Sheprettymuchhates

thekidsfornoparticularreason.Wecontinued

walkingandheadedtohercaranddroveback

home.Onthewayweweresingingalongto

Lemonadethealbum.

.
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Wasgoingtohavebreakfastwithhermomso

wewokeupearlyandstuffandthenIheadedto

myplacetochangequicklybeforeheadingto

work,Iwasabitlatebutdaddidn’tmakeafuss

outofit.duringlunchIwenttohisoffice.

Me:MrBess

Him:heyson.What’sup?

Me:haveyoueaten?

Him:yourmomsaidshe’sonherwayhere…

wanttograblunch?

Me:nah…havefunwithmom

Him:son.What’swrong?Youcanalwaystalkto

me

Iwentinandsatonthecouchandhejoinedme.



Idon’tregretkissingYandiswabutnowIfeel

guiltybecauseitfeelslikeI’mstringingKate

along.IlikeKate,she’sagoodgirlandallbut

there’ssomethingaboutYayathatkeeps

drawingmetoher.Ididn’twanttocallherthis

morningbutIdidanywaybecauseIwantedto

hearthesoundofhervoice.IthinkI’mconfused

astowhoIreallywanttobewith.Ifeellikeif

YandiswaandIgotintoarelationshipnow,it

justwouldn’tworkoutbecausesheandIdon’t

seemreadytobewithotherinaway.LikeIjust

don’tknow.

Him:Derrick?

Hesaidwavinghishandinfrontofmyeyes.

Me:yes?

Him:whatisit?what’sbotheringyou?

Me:womendad!

Him:nowthere’ssomethingIneverthoughtI

wouldhearyousay



HechuckledandsodidI.ImeanevenInever

thoughtI’dsaythisbutlookatmeallstressed

outandshiit.

Me:sothere’sthisgirlright,nameisYandiswa

Him:theoneyouandMelodyweretalking

aboutlastnight?

Me:yes,her.YandiswaandImetatherparty

lastweekFriday,itwasherbirthday.SoIfound

herandMeltakingshotsatthebarsoIplayed

overprotectivebrother,longstoryshortIwas

rudetoher.thefollowingdaywhichwas

SaturdayIwenttofetchMelandIwasstill

prettymuchrudetoherbutdamndadsheis

flames!everytimewemeetwearealwaysat

eachother’sthroatssayingstufftoannoythe

otheryouknow.soSundayafterchurchI

bumpedintoherathomeshewaslookingall

fineinabikiniandallthatbutthat’snotthe

point.AnywaymomsentustofetchAse’s

clothesatherplaceandforYayatogoweara



properdressandsowespentthatdaytogether

andIapologised.Dadit’sasifIfallforherevery

timeIseeherandthat’sthelastthingIwant

rightnow.I’mnotreadyforherjustyet.But

anywaysheandIwerecoolwitheachother

untillastnight.Ikissedherwhichkindof

complicatedthingsbecauseI’vejuststarted

datingthissweetgirlnamedKate.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.Idon’tknowwhy

thismanwassmilingbecauseIamconfused

andIneedfatherlyadvice!

Him:doyoulikeKateoryoudatingherforthe

sakeofdating?

Me:Ilikeherdad,she’ssweetandshe’spretty

mucheverything.She’sliketheperfectgirlfriend.

Andthenthere’sYandiswawhoisjustlikemom,

she’ssweetandchallengingandprettymuch

interestingtoknow

Him:youandYandiswakissedright?

Me:KateandIkissedtoobutitwasdifferent.It



wasn’tthesamedad,thekisswithYayawas

magicalandtheonewithKateseemedlikeI

waskissingsomerandomgirl.howisthat

possible?

Him:itslove.Thiscrazylittlethingcalledis

magical

Me:Idon’tknowdad

Him:it’sprettyclearthatyouinlovewith

Yandiswabutyouscaredtoallowyourselftobe

themanforher

Me:I’mconfused

Him:whenImetyourmotherIwasdatingthis

girlnamedJade.Shewassweetandallatfirst

butthenshesleptwithbothmyfriends,Andrew

andJonas,Itriedtoputitbehindmebutyou

cannevergetoversuch.IhadItallplannedout,

IwasgoingtomakeJadepayforwhatshe’s

donebutthemoretimeIspentwithAmahlethe

moreIlostinterestinmakingJadepay,Amahle

mademewanttobeabetterman,abetter



versionofmyselfandthat’swhatIbecame…a

betterversionofmyself.WhereI’mgoingwith

this,oneofthisgirlsmakesyouwanttobea

betterman,Idon’twhichoneofthetwoitisbut

Iknowyouknowandyouarewillingtochange

forher.withthatbeingsaid,Ithinkyouknow

whoyouwanttobewithbutyoualsoscared

becausechangeisscaryonitsown,youscared

thatshe’llmakeyouwanttochangewithout

youevenseeingit

Iguesshewasright.

Me:Iguessyouright

Him:IsuckatgivingadvicebutIhopeImadea

littlesense

Me:youmadealotofsensedad.Thanks

Him:dotalktoyourmomaboutthis,she’s

muchbetteratthisparentingthingthanIam

Icouldn’tholdbackthelaughter.

Him:what?It’strue.Sheknowsthisparenting



thingwaytoowell

Me:yes,dad.Fortherecord…youthebestdad

asoncanhave.Watchingyouandmom

togetherhastaughtmemorethanyouknow

Him:I’mgladtohearthatson

Me:yeah

Therewasaknock,youcouldtellbytheone

knockandthenanentrancethatitwasmom

becauseonlysheknockslikethatondad’sdoor.

ThelovelyMrsBesswalkedinlookingeverso

beautifulandclassyinhercreamsleeveless

kneelengthcoatandacreamdresswhichhung

onherbodyalltoowellandherhairtiedbackin

aneatbunwithhergoldhighlightsatthetip

showing,herred-bottomheelswerenudepink

matchingherhandbag.

Her:mytwofavouritemeninthewholewide

world

Dad:heyhoney



Dadmetherhalfwayandkissedherchickand

tookthefoodoutofherhandandthenshe

walkedovertohugme.

Me:heymom

Her:howareyouguys?Melohowwasthe

celebration?

Shesaidsittingdownandweallsatdownafter.

Me:itwentgreatmom

Momopenedthefoodandfixeditupforall

threeofus,apparentlyshehadboughtenough

formetoo,saidshewenttocheckmeinmy

officeandshecouldn’tfindme.

Dad:Yoursonhaswomenproblems

Mom:I’msorrydidyousay“women”?asin

morethanone?

Me:geezmom…really?

Her:nothingisyourefertoyourflingsasgirls

orchickssoI’mkindofshockedtohearyousay



“women”

Dad:hahahacomeonBoobiedon’tbelikethat,

thisisactuallyserious.Hemightjustbeinlove

Me:woahdadlet’snotgetaheadofourselves

here.

Mom:cansomebodyfeelmeinalready?!

Itoldherwhat’sbeengoingonfromthevery

beginningtillyesterdayandthephonecallthis

morning.

Mom:Idon’tunderstandtheconfusionbecause

it’sprettyclearthatyou’reinlovewithYandiswa.

Don’tgivemethatlook.YouarewiththisKate

girlforallthewrongreasonsbabyandyounot

beingwithYandiswaisalsoforallthewrong

reasons.Justbecauseshe’sfriendswiththe

familydoesn’tmeanwewouldn’tlikeyouguys

tobeathing.Imeanshe’sagreatgirl

Dad:butyouandhershareaclanname

Mom:yes,butsharingaclannamedoesn’t



alwaysmeanyourelated.It’sjustaclanname,

weprobablyshareanancestorbutthat’sasfar

asitgoesbabe.Plus,Meloiscolouredandit’s

hismomthat’sblackandnothisfathersohe’s

safetobewithher

Me:hmmmm

Mom:youlikeKatebecauseyoufeellikeshe

mightjustteachyouallthethingsyouwantto

knowaboutbeinginarelationshipbutwhat

aboutYandiswa?Diditoccurtoyouthatshe

toomightjustbetherightgirlforyou?Think

aboutitMelo.I’mnottryingtoconvinceyou

herebutit’sprettyobviouswhat’sgoingonhere

Me:maybeyouright

Dad:toldyoushewasbetteratthisparenting

thingthanIam

Wealllaughed

Mom:you’dthinkafter20yearsyou’dlearnta

thingortwo



Dad:Itryok

Me:he’sactuallythebestdadthereisshame…

he’strying

Mom:hahahahhathat’sagoodone.I’mproud

ofyoumylove

Shesaidkissingdadonthecheek.Iwatchedas

thesetwolovebirdsbethebestparentsthey

canbetome.Wecontinuedchattingabout

stuffandrelationships,theyweretellingme

aboutthethingsthey’vehadtogothrough

beforereachingthispointtheyareat.My

parentshavebeentogetherformorethan20

yearsbutthesparkwasstillthere,theyweren’t

tiredofeachotheratall,itwasbeautifulwhat

theyhadgoingonandIwanteditmyself.I

cravedforit.

Mom:welllunchwasgreatbutthatcompany

won’trunitself

Dad:ButYanaisthere



Me:ok…Ishouldgiveyouguysyourspace

Momhitmeplayfullyontheshoulder.

Her:hey!Cleanthatmindupsilly

Dad:yeahrespectDerrick

Ilaughedatthemandwalkedouttomyoffice.

Knowingmyparents,theywereprobablygoing

tohaveasteamysession.Igottomyofficeand

didwhatIgotpaidfor,whenthedayendedI

wenttocheckondadbuthisofficewaslocked

soIaskedhisPAandturnsoutheleftwith

Momearlieron.IdroveovertoYandiswa’s

place,sheandIneededtohaveaserioustalk

aboutprettymucheverything.Igotthereand

thedoorwasopenedbyAnita.

Her:Derrick

Me:heyNita.Howareyou?

Her:pleasecomein

Shesaidmovingasideformetogetin.



Her:I’mokandhowareyou?

Me:I’mgood.UhhmisYayaaround?

Her:yaya?

Me:Yandiswa

“Melo”

Asoftunfamiliarvoicesaidbehindme.Iturned

toseewhoitwas.

Me:Lathitha?

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?

Nita:he’shereforYandiswa.She’snothere

actually,shewenttoPavawithNaledi

Lathi:whatdoyouwantfromYandiswa?

Me:wekindoffriends...Anyideawhenshe’llbe

back?

IsaidaskingNita

Lathi:youcanleaveheramessagewithus

Nita:she’ssupposedtobebackalready;she



wenttobuyequipmentforhercam...butyou

welcometowaitforher

LathithagavemeaquestioninglookasifIdid

somethingwrongtoherorsomethinglikethat.

Me:uhmI’llseehertomorrowinstead

Nita:yousure?She’sprobablyonherway.

Lemmecallherandaskher

Me:itsok.JusttellherIwashereok?

Nita:willdo.

Me:byeguys

Isaidwalkingout

“Melowait”

IturnedandLathithawasonceagainbehind

me…Godmustbekiddingmerightmow.The

lastthingIwanttodotodayisbreaktwohearts

andLathithaisputtingmeinthatpositionright

now.

Me:yes,Lathitha



Her:whatdidIeverdotoyou?

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:youtoldmesomeoneclosetoyoucared

aboutmeandthatyoucouldn’tbewithmeand

allthatotherBS.Wereyoutalkingabout

Yandiswa?Didsheputyouuptodumpingme?

Me:dumpingyou?Ithinkyouneedtobewith

someoneinordertodumpthem…

Her:youknowwhatImean

Me:actuallyIdon’t…

Her:Meloyouapproachedmefirstandyou

askedformynumberandthensuddenlyyou

givemethecoldshoulder…Idon’tunderstand

Me:likeIsaid.Idon’twanttohurtyouLathitha

Her:howwillyouhurtmeDerrick?

Me:whenItookyournumberIhadoneplanin

mind,fuckandthenbouncebecausethat’sthe

kindofguyIamok.Iscrewandleave.Idon’tdo



seriousrelationshipsandyouseemlikeanice

girlandIdon’twanttohurtyousoitwasbestI

juststayawayfromyou

Her:NO!youwrong.Youlying!Yandiswaput

youtothis.shewantsyouthat’swhy.She’s

jealousofwhatyouandIcouldhave

Me:I’mnotentertainingthis.goodbyeLathitha

Isaidwalkingtomycarandshecameontome

andpinnedmetoittryingtokissme.

“Youreallyaresomethingelseyouknowthat?!”

-Killmenowplease!-Lathibrokethenotsoreal

kissseeingthatshewastheoneforcingitin

thefirstplace.Yandiswawalkedawayandwent

insidethehouseleavingmewithLathithaand

Ledi.

Ledi:you’vereallydoneitthistime.

Shewalkedawayandleftmestandingthere

withLathithawhoseemedpleasedwithwhat

wasgoingonbeforeher.



Me:stayawayfromme!

IwalkedbackinsidethehouseandleftLathitha

standingthereandwenttolookforYandiswa.

.
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Heneverlistens!Hejustdoesn’tlistenatall!I

askedhimtostayawayfrommyfriendbut

nope,hejusthastogetfreepussywheneverhe

can!Idon’tunderstandhimIswearandjustthis

morninghewasconfessinghisfeelingsand

thenhegoesonandkissesmyfriend.How

stupiddoeshethinkIam?Melokuhleisan



assholeandheshallforeverbeone.That’sthe

onlythinghe’sgoodatanyway.Istormedinside

thehouseandwentstraighttomyroom.Icould

hearNitacallmealongwithLedibutIdidn’t

wanttohearanything.Iwassomad.Igotin

andclosedthedoor,LediandNitawalkedin

rightafter.

Me:toactuallythinkthathemeantwhathesaid

thismorning!I’msuchanidiot!

Ledi:canyouatleasthearhimout?

Nita:what’swrong?Whathappened?

Ledi:hekissedLathitha.Yandicalmdown

Shesaidholdingmebyshouldersandbrushing

myarms.

Ledi:justbreatheok

Iinhaledandthenexhaledslowly.Justthen

Melokuhlebargedin.Idon’tknowwhyIwas

madreallybecauseheisnotmineandhewill

neverbemine.Icanneverbewithsomeoneas



self-centredashim.

Him:Yayapleasehearmeout

Me:getoutMelokuhle!

Him:YandiswaI’mnotgoinganywherewithout

talkingtoyou

Me:Melokuhlejustleave

Ledi:dudecomebackwhenshe’slesspissed…

please

Him:Yandiswaplease.Youowemethismuch

Me:excuseme?Ioweyouwhat?Melokuhleyou

confessedyourfeelingstomejustthismorning

andthenyouturnaroundandkissmyfriendin

frontofourhousebythewayandyouhavethe

nervetotellmeIoweyou?LeaveMelokuhle!

Him:Idon’tknowwhyIthoughtIcouldbecivil

withyoujustthisonce.Idon’tknowwhyI

thoughtyouandIcouldtalklikeadultsforonce.

Justonce!Idon’tknowwhatIneedtodofor

youtoseethatI’mnotthisassholeyouthinkI



am.

Me:youareanassholeMelokuhle.That’sall

youknowanyway

Him:Idon’tknowwhatyouexpectofme.Itry

tobeagoodpersonforyoubecauseIloveyou

Yandiswa!

Me:ohplease.Throwingaword,youknow

nothingofaroundwon’tmakemechangehowI

feelaboutyouMelokuhle.Continuebeingthis

self-centredassholeyouarebecausethat’sall

youknowhowtobeanyway

Nita:MeloIthinkyoushouldleave

Ledi:comeon.Let’sgiveherspaceMelo

Him:Ididn’tevenkissherNaledi.Shecame

ontome

Ledi:youguyswilltalkwhenshe’slesspissed

ok.

WiththathegaveupandwalkedoutwithLedi.

ForthefirsttimeIactuallyheardasincerityin



thesoundofhisvoiceandabitofdefeattoo.

NitapulledmeinherarmsandIstayedthere

forthelongestbeforelettinggo.

Nita:whatifheistellingthetruth?

Weweresittingontopofthebedattheedge

Me:youandIbothknowhecanneverletaskirt

passhimby

Her:butYandiswaheseemedsincere.Youmay

havenotbeenlookingathimbutIwasandthat

guyreallylovesyouandheistrying

Me:Nitaplease

“she’sright”

Naledisaidwalkinginandclosingthedoor

behindher

Ledi:hedidn’tkissher,shekissedhim

Me:akissisatwo-waystreet

Ledi:Iknowhehasaterriblerepandallbuthe

didn’tkissLathithaback.Shecameontohim



andnottheotherwayroundYandiswa.He’s

tryingandhe’sdoingitforyou,don’tpushhim

away

Ididn’twanttohearanythingfromthem.Ledi

likesMeloformeandshewouldsayanything

toscorepointsforhim.Ineededtobealonefor

alittle.Awhilelatertherewasaknockonthe

door

Ledi:comein

Lathithawalkedinlookingeversoinnocent.

Lathi:friendareyouok?

Ledi:friend?Hehthisgirl.

Naledistoodupandwentuptoher

Ledi:a“friend”doesn’tdowhatyoudid.Afriend

listens!

Lathi:Idon’tknowwhatitisyouthinkIdidor

whatMelotoldyoubutIdidn’tdoanything.He

cameontome



Ledi:weallknowyouwantedMelokuhleand

whenwetriedstoppingyou,youwantedhim

morethanever

Lathi:whydidyoustopmehuh?sothathecan

bewithYandiswa?Meloapproachedmefirst

Ledi:GoodLordI’mgoingtohitthischild!If

Melokuhlewantedtobewithyou,hewouldbe

hererightnow…withyoubuthedoesn’twant

youLathitha!Acceptitandgetoverit

Ihadnofightinme.Especiallywhereamanis

involved!

Nita:guyscomeon.Let’sbeadultsaboutthis

Me:youcanhavehimLathitha.Youwanthim

sobadlyright?he’sallyoursnowifyoualldon’t

mindIwouldliketobeleftalone!

Ledi:youheardher.getoutandifyoueverset

foothereagain…youdon’twanttoknowwhat

willhappen

Lathi:youdon’tscaremeNaledi



Me:guyspleasejustgetout!Allofyougetout!

Isaidshoutingandeveryonewalkedoutquietly

withoutsayinganythingtotheother.IfLathitha

wantstobelieveingettingburntfirsttoknow

nottoplaywithfire,thenshecanhaveatit.I’m

donewithherandwithMelokuhle!Iwentto

takethatnicelongwarmbathandcameout

relaxedandstressfree,afterIgotinunderthe

coversandfellasleepalmostinstantly.Ihad

thisweirddream…wellmorelikeawetdream.I

washavingmindblowingsexwithMelokuhle…

howconvenientseeingthatheandIexchanged

alotofwordstodaysothisdreamwasjustun-

needed.ItwasthelastthingIneededinmylife

andatthismoment.IwokeupwhenIwas

abouttocum.Iwokeupsweatingprofusely.

Whatthehellwasthatabout?Icannotbe

havingsexualdreamsaboutthisguy!Aknock

cameonmydoor.

Me:comein



Lediwalkedinwithatrayoffood.Myfriend

lovedmeshame,evenaftereverythingshewas

stillniceandsweettome.

Her:youneedtoeatLady

Me:thankyou

Shesatontopofthebed.

Her:areyouok?Yousweating

Me:IhadawetdreamaboutMelokuhle

Shelookedatmeandshestartedlaughinglike

crazy.

Her:youwhat???

Me:it’snotfunny

Her:trustmeitis.Youguysdecidetohave

makeupsexinyourdreams.Howcoolisthat???

Me:youaregoingtogetoutofmyroom

Her:andhereIwasworriedaboutmyfriend

onlytofindoutshe’shavingsexinherdreams.

Howwasit?



Me:itwasadreamNaledi

Her:yeahso?Howloudwereyoumoaning?Did

youorgasm?I’mcurious

Me:itwasmind-blowingmyfriend.Ihad

multipleorgasmsandIwokeupwhenIwas

abouttocum

NaledistartedlaughingatmeagainandI

couldn’thelpbutlaughmyself.Imeanitwas

crazyreallyseeingthatafewhourswewere

arguingandthenawhilelaterI’msuddenly

havingwetdreams…itwassupermessedup

Her:helookslikehegivesmind-blowingsex!

Webothlaughedandstartedeating.

Her:hedidn’tkissher.Shekissedhim

Me:itdoesn’tmatteranymore

Her:youprosecutingtheguyforacrimehe

didn’tevencommitYandiswa

Me:IknowyoumeanwellfriendbutI’mdone



withMelokuhleBess.Hehasagirlfriendandyet

hegoesaroundkissingothergirls.HowdoI

knowhewon’tdomethewayhedoeshis

currentgirlfriendhuh?

Her:there’sonlyonewaytofindout.Besides

that,thebeautyoflove,youdon’tknowwhat

yougettingyourselfinandthat’sokaybecause

whenyoucomeout,youcomeoutadifferent

personwithmuchmoreexperiencethanwhen

yougotin.

Icouldn’targuewithher.shewasright.I’llnever

knowwhatMelokuhleiscapableofunlessand

onlyifitsohappensthatIgivehimachance

butatthesametimeit’sariskbecauseofthe

kindofpersonheisandIdon’tthinkIwantto

bewithsomeonelikethat.

.

.

>>FastForwardtoFriday



MelohasbeentryingtoreachmebutI’vebeen

ignoringhimsince.AsforLathithaandI…we

arepeoplewhohappentogothesame

universityandthat’sthat.TodayIreceiveda

textwithmyfather’scontactdetailsfromaMan

namedTrevorwhoapparentlyworkedwithhim

atthisothercompany.I’vebeencontemplating

tocallhimbecauseIdon’tknowwhattoexpect

fromtheguyreally.SoIcalledtheonepersonI

cancountontogivemethebestadvice.Mom…

itrangforawhilebeforeitwasanswered.

//Her:Mybaby

Me:heyMa,howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodNanaandhowareyou?

Me:I’mgoodMa…soI’vebeensearchingfor

myfather

Her:oh?

Me:afriendofhissentmehisnumbertoday

Her:haveyoucalledit?



Me:no.Iwantedtotalktoyoufirst

Her:babyIcan’ttellyouwhattodo.Ifyouwant

tomeethimthenI’mokaywiththatbutjustbe

carefulok?

Me:IwillMah

Her:witheverythingthatisgoingonlately

pleasedon’tmeetthisguyalone,itcouldbea

trap

Me:IwillbegowithSiyaMah

Her:ohokaythat’sbetter.HoneyIhavetoget

backtowork,tellmehowitgoesok?

Me:willdo.Byemom

Her:Byebaby.Iloveyou//

AfterthecallwithmomIwenttoshowerto

preparefortoday.WhenIwasdonewashingI

lotionedmybodyandthenworelowcutblue

jeans,allwhiteairmax,whitevestandalong

cardiganthenwenttograbafruitandheaded

toMrsMbira’shouse.Itwasbeyondtheword



beautiful!Thiswomanhadmoneyfordaysby

thelooksofthings.Sheshowedmearoundand

sheintroducedmetoherdaughter.

Linda:momshowedmeyourportfolioandit

speaksvolumesbabe!

Me:thankyou

Her:howoldareyou?

Me:I’m18.Congratzongraduating

Her:thankyou.Comewithme

Sheledmetootherplacesofthehouseand

showedmewheretotakepicturesandwhich

roomshavethebestlightingandprettymuch

everythingelse.Peoplestartedcomingin,

apparentlytheyweregoingtohaveafamily

dinnertodayandthentomorrowisthebirthday.

Iwenthomearound3pmandIwassupertired

butthepaywasworthitsoIhadnocomplaints.

ThenextdayIwokeupsuperearlyandheaded

toherplaceagain.Itookdozensofpicturesof



herandherfamily,shehadhiredavideographer

tooforherthingy.AsIwasbusywalkingaround

capturingeverytom-dick-andharryIsaw

Melokuhlesocialisingwithsomepeopleand

sadlyhesawmeseehimandheheadedmy

way.

Him:Yandiswa

Me:Melokuhlenotnow

Him:when?I’vebeencallingyoubutyoudon’t

answermycalls

Me:Melokuhlepleasenothereandnotnow.

Him:whyYandiswa?JusttellwhenandI’llbe

there

JustthenLindacameovertous.

Her:Derrickyoucame

TheyhuggedandIdecidedtoVanishwhilethey

conversedandwentinsidethelounge.AsIwas

busycapturingeverymomentIsawthegirlI

bumpedintoatthemalltheotherday.She



walkedovertome.

Her:I’mreallysorryabouttheotherday

Me:itsokhoney.Thingshappen

Her:soyoutheonewhotookthepictureshere?

Me:hihiyesIdid

Her:that’sawesome.Theyarebeautiful

Me:thankyou.Areyouinanywayrelatedto

MissParty?

Her:she’smycousinactually

Me:wow.

Her:hermotherismyfather’syoungersister

JustasweweretalkingIfeltsomeonegrabmy

arm.IturnedandMelokuhlewasbehindme.

Thisguydoesn’tgiveuphuh?

Her:Melo

Him:heylittleone.MayIstealherfor5minutes

Her:youcanhaveher



Shesaidleavingmewiththisguy.Wewerein

theloungeanditwassortofempty

Him:nowcanwetalk?

Me:what’stheretotalkabout?Where’sKate

anyway?

Him:socialising.Comewithme

Me:NO!

Him:Yandiswacanyoustopbeingstubborn

justthisonceandcomewithme!

Ilookedaroundandthenhepulledmeintowhat

lookslikeanofficeandhelockedthedoor

behindus.

.
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Yandiswahasbeenavoidingmesincethe

LathithaissueofwhichIfeellikeshewas

makingabigdealoutofnothing.Igetwhatit

lookedlikebutitwasn’t.Lathithahasbeen

tryingtocontactmesincetheincidentgoingon

andonabouthowmuchsheenjoyedthekiss

offwhichitwasn’tevenclosetobeingon.I’ve

blockedhereverywhereshecanpossiblyreach

butshedoesn’tknowwhentoquitthatandI’m

reallystartingtogetpissedbyherchildishacts.

Katehasbeengoodtomebutmyheart

belongedtoYayawhojustwasn’ttalkingtome.

SaturdayIpickedKateupatherplaceandwent

totheMbiraresidencewhereeverythingwason

point,thesepeoplereallygooverboard…but

thenagainwhocanblamethem?Themomisa

retiredRadiographerandthedadisa

successfulbusinessmanwithastringof

companies.IneededtotalktoYandiswa,Ican’t



leavelikethis!Ijustcan’t!Shelookedatme

withherbeautifulnotsobigeyes.

Her:talk!

Me:YandiswaIdidnotkissLathitha.Shekissed

meandIdidn’trespond

Her:it’sdoesn’tmatteranymoreMelokuhle

Me:ofcauseitdoes,whyelsewouldyouignore

me?

Her:MelokuhleIdon’tgetpaidtogobackand

forthwithyouovernothing.mayIgodomyjob?

Me:I’llpayyouwhatevertheypayingyouwith

interestifIhavetojustaslongaswegettotalk

Her:aboutwhatMelokuhle?

Me:IknowyoufeelthesamewayIfeelabout

youYandiswa!Stopfightingthisalready

Her:youhaveagirlfriendMelokuhle!

Me:butI’minlovewithyou!

Her:youknownothingaboutloveMelokuhle.



Youwouldn’tknowitevenifitslappedyouin

theface

Ichuckledindisbelief.Wassheseriouslygoing

tobelikethis?

Me:Ididn’tcomeheretoarguewithyou.

Her:thendon’t.leavemethefuckalone

Melokuhle!Stayawayfromme!

Me:notinamillionyearsYandiswa!Iknowyou

felttheconnectionwhenwekissed,Iknowyou

havefeelingsformeasmuchasIhavefeelings

foryouandthislittleactwon’tgetyou

anywhere.Itwillonlybringbothofusmisery.I

meanteverywordwhenIcalledyouthat

morning.YouarewhoIwanttobewith

Her:whataboutKate?

Me:justsaythewordandI’llendthingswithher

Yandiswa.Pleasejustgivemeachanceto

provemyselftoyou

Shelookedatmealmostasiflookingforaway



outofthissituation.Ican’tbelievethatI’m

actuallybeggingsomeonetobeina

relationshipwithme.Whatishappeningtome?

Ifthisiswhatyoupeoplecalllove,thenitis

harderthanIthought.

Her:MelokuhleKateisherebecauseofyou,the

lastthingyouwanttodoistobreakupwithher

hereandevenso,howcertainamIthatyou

wouldn’tdomethewayyoudidher?howamI

surethatyouwon’tgobehindmybackandkiss

someoneelse?HowsureIamthatyouwon’t

confessyourfeelingstosomeoneelselikeyou

doingtoKatenow?

WhydoesYandiswahavetocomplicatethings

unnecessarily???

Me:that’sthebeautyofit.webothdon’tknow

whatitiswegettingourselvesinto

Her:I’msorryMelokuhlebutI’mnotreadyto

buildmyhappinessontopofanothergirl’s

tears.



Withthatsheheadedtothedoorandwalked

outonme.Idon’tunderstandwhysheisbeing

likethis!she’ssodifficult.Iwalkedoutand

wenttofindKateandIfoundhersocialising

andpeopleseemedtolikeher.Ihuggedher

frombehindandkissedhercheek.

Her:heystranger.Wheredidyourunoffto?

Me:toansweraphonecallbaby.I’mreadyto

leave,areyou?

Her:butthepartyhasn’tevenstarted

Me:wecanmakeourown

Isaidgrabbingherassandshegiggled

Her:weareinpublicDerrick.Whatifyour

parentssawthat?

Me:letthemsee.Socanwego?

Her:onlyifwe’llcomebacklateron

Me:reallybabe?!

Iaskedsarcastically.Ineededtogetawayfrom



Yandiswa!Ijustneededtobeawayfromher

andKatewasmakingthisdifficult.

Her:yes.Wehereforyourfriendandsheneeds

youhere

Me:finewe’llcomebackthen

Wewalkedtomycarhandinhand,Ispotted

Yandiswaandshejustlookedaway.Wegotto

mycarandIdrovestraighttomyplace.Iwas

somadatherIneededsextoeraseheroutof

mymind.WegottomyapartmentandIpinned

Kateonthedoorandkissedherfordearlifeas

myhandmadeitswaydowntoherass,she

didn’tfightmeorwhatsoever,shegaveinlikeI

wantedherto.BeforeIknewitwewereboth

nakedandIwaspoundingonherharduntilshe

came,Itookustomybedroomandwentatit

againthenpulledout.Wewerebothonthefloor

tryingtocatchourbreaths.Icuddledher…

somethingIneverdobytheway.

Her:whatwasthatabout?



Shesaidinbetweenheavybreaths

Me:Ihadacrappyday

Her:talktome

Me:itsworkbabedon’tworryit.

shelookedupandkissedmethenwestayed

likethatforawhile.

Me:don’ttellmeyousleeping

Her:haveyoueverhadsexwithyou?

Ichuckled

Me:IwishIcouldsayyesbutnope…neverdid.

Comelet’sgowash

Her:5moreminutesplease

Me:yousaidweshouldgobackladysowake

up

Her:fine!

Wegotupandwenttoshower,wehadanother

steamysessionbeforewashingproperlyand



thenwenttogetdressedinwhatwewere

wearing.Wedrovebacktothe21standtheday

wentwell,momkilledherspeechandafterthat

ItookKatehomeandIwenttosleepatthe

BessMansion.ThefollowingdayIwokeupand

showeredthenheadeddownstairswearing

shortsandavest.

Me:morningFamily

InthekitchenwasMomandmysisters.

Them:hello…

Me:where’sdad?

Mom:stillsleeping

Me:Iwonderwhatyoudidtohim

Isaidgivingheranaughtysmileandeveryone

laughed,shethrewmewithaswabandIcaught

itlaughing

Mom:MelokuhleIwillsmackthedaylightsout

ofyou



Yana:wenotkidsanymoremom.Weknow

whatyouguysdobehindthosedoors

YanaandIfistbumpedlaughinghard

Me:onsomebabymakingtipsoearlyinthe

morningmom

Mom:hehthesekids!Iamoutofhere

Shesaidwalkingtowardsthestairslaughing.

Wewereallinstichesoflaughter.Ihadthebest

familyEVER!

Ase:youandYandiswadisappearedforawhile

yesterday…

Me:yeahso?

Iya:what’sgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

Ase:theykissedthatnightwewenttocelebrate

Yandiswagettingajob

Me:uyaphapha!(yousoforward!)

Iya:howdoInotknowallthis?whywasInot

told?



Me:becauseitwillneverhappenagain.I’m

donewithYandiswa!

AseandIyalookedateachotherandbackat

me.

Iya:whatdidshedotoyou?

Me:Idon’twanttotalkaboutit

Igotmyselfabottleofwaterfromthefridge

Ase:isthisaboutthekisstheotherday?

Me:IsaidIdon’twanttotalkaboutitGeeez!

Igotstormedout.Itookmykeysonthekey

rackanddrovetolordknowswhere.Ineededto

breathe.Idon’tunderstandwhyI’mlikethis

whenIhadthebestsexeverjustyesterday.

Yandiswaneedstogetoutofmyhead.Ifound

myselfparkedinfrontofmyapartment.Itook

mykeysandwentupthestairs,IfoundLathitha

standingbythedoor…

Me:howdidyouknowwhereIlive?



Her:Ihavemyways.Areyougoingtoletmein?

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Her:toapologisetoyou

Me:ok…apologisethen

Her:aren’tyougoingtoletmein?

Me:Lathithawhatexactlyareyoudoinghere?

Shegrabbedthekeyfrommyhandandopened

mydoor.IhadnoargumentinmesoIletherbe.

ShewalkedinandIwalkedinafterher.Shewas

wearingbumshortsandacroptopwitha

sandal.Inevernoticedhowhotshelookeduntil

IsawherfrombehindanddareIsaytheview

wasimmaculate!Iclosedthedoorandshe

pinnedmeonthedoorandkissedme,I

respondedthistimearound.Thisiswhatshe

wantsmosplusYandiswaisoutofthepicture

soImightaswellhaveatit.Iledhertothe

roomwhilekissingherandtakingherclothes

offwhileshetookmineoff.Ithrewheronthe



bedandonethingledtoanother.Whenwe

weredoneIwenttodisposeofthecondomand

showeredthenwentbacktotheroomwitha

towelwrappedaroundmywaist.

Her:thatwasAMAZING!

Me:yeahitwas

Her:don’ttellmeyoushoweredwithoutme

Me:LathithaItoldyouwhatkindofguyIam

andI’mcertainyourfriendsdidtoo

Her:butwejusthadsex!

Me:Iknowandthatwasit….sex…Ihavea

girlfriend

Her:isitYandiswa?

Me:I’mdonewithyourfrienddude

Her:Ithoughtyousaidyoudidn’tdo

relationships?

Me:IknowwhatIsaidbutnowI’mtryingtoturn

overanewleaf



Her:youshouldhavethoughtof“her”before

youkissedmebackDerrick

Shegotupandworeherthings.Ithinkshewas

madandhurttoobutIwasn’tfazedreally,Ijust

wantedhergone.Iwentintomyclosetand

woremybriefsandshortsthenheadedtothe

kitchenwheremyphoneprobablyis.Isearched

andsearchedbutcouldn’tfindit.Iwentbackto

myroomandIfounditonthedresser,ifhowit

gotthereIalsodon’tknow.Lathithawas

dressed.

Her:Katecalled

Me:youdidn’tansweritdidyou?

Her:doesitmatterifIdid?

Shesaidwithsomeattitudeandthenwalked

out.LathithawasreallytestingmypatienceI

swear.Itookmyphoneandcheckedmycall

logsandreallyKatedidcallandthecallwas

answered.Itriedcallingherbutherphone

wouldringandgotovoicemail,Ikeptcalling



untilitsentmestraighttovoicemail.Itookout

at-shirtandworeitandworeshoesandheaded

outtomycaranddrovestraighttoherplace.I

gotthereandknockedbutnothing.Icalledher

butwentstraighttovoicemail.Ibangedonthe

dooruntilIheardthekeyturn.Myheartstarted

racingreallyfastbecauseIdidn’tknowwhatto

expectfromher.Iwasscared!Sheopenedthe

door

Me:BabyIcanex…

BeforeIcouldevenfinishsheslappedme

Me:Kateplea…

Sheslappedmeagainon

Her:IneverwanttoseeyouagainDerrick!

Me:whatdidLathithasaytoyou?

Her:Derrickleave!

Me:KateI’mnotgoinganywhereuntilyoutalk

tome



ShetriedclosingthedoorbutIstoppeditwith

myfoot.

Me:KatePlease.WhateverLathithatoldyou,it’s

alie!

Her:soyoudidn’tsleepwithher?

Me:NO!whywouldIsleepwithherKate.Ilove

you

ShewalkedinsideandIfollowedbehindherand

shetookherphoneandpagedthrough

somethingandthensheturnedherphoneto

me.

Her:whywouldshebenakedonyourmessed

upbedDerrickifnothinghappened?

-IamgoingtokillthatbitchIswear!-Shesent

Kateapictureofhernakedwithmyphone.I

knewshewasmessedupbutthis,thisis

anotherlevelofmadness!

Me:KateIcanexplain

Her:youwereneverreadyforarelationship



Derrickandyouneverwillbe.YouandIare

done!Yougotwhatyouwantedright?please

leave

Me:KatePlease

Her:GETOUTDerrick!

Me:Lathithaiscrazyandshewoulddoanything

togetwithme

Her:ohsoyouguysdidn’thavesex?Thisisnot

yourroomandthosesheetsbehindherarenot

yoursright?

Me:Katecomeon

Her:let’sgotoyourhouseDerrickandsee

Me:fine!IsleptwithherandI’msorry

Her:youareincapableofbeinginaserious

relationship.Idon’tknowwhyIthoughtI’dbe

theonetochangeyou.Ithasn’tevenbeena

weekandalreadyyou’vecheatedonme?!I

thoughtpeopleweremakingupstoriesabout

youbutyouractuallyworsethanthestoriesI’ve



heard.LeaveDerrickandlosemynumberand

anythingandeverythingyoucouldevercontact

meon,I’lldothesame!

Shesaidopeningthedoorformeandthenshe

lookedaway.IhatethatIhurther,Ihatemyself

andIhateLathithaevenmore!Myfirst

relationshipandIgoonandscrewitup…Ireally

amwhateveryonesaysIamshame.Iwalkedto

mycaranddrovetomyplace.Ineededtobe

aloneandneededadrink.

.

.
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ItwasaMondayandIhaven’theardfrom

MelokuhleeversinceandImustsayI’mglad

he’sfinallyoffmyback.SoIfinallygatheredup

thecouragetocallmydadandaskedtomeet

himandturnsouttheguyresidesaround

Durban.IaskedSiyatoaccompanymeincase

it’sascamorwhatsoever…youcanneverbe

toosafenowadayswitheverythingthat’sgoing

on.WegottotheSpuraround10amandI

askedmyfriendtositinthetablebehindusin

caseofanyfunnybusiness.Ispottedhim,wellI

hadseenhisprofilepictureonWhatsAppsohe

wasn’tthathardtonoticereally.Iwalkedupto

thetable.

Me:Hi,I’mYandiswaGxaba

Isaidpullingoutmyhandtohimandhestood

upandresponded

Him:Hi.I’mThandoBashe

Imustsay,Iactuallysawwhatmymomsawin

him,theguywasalookershameplushegave



methesebeautifuleyesafterall.Ilooklikemy

momyes,buttherearethosefeaturesfromhim.

Wesatdown

Me:Unjani?(howareyou?)

Him:Fineandyou?

Me:I'mgood.

AwaitresscametotakeourorderbutIwasn’t

upforeatingsoIaskedforaglassofwaterand

heorderedamealthensheleftus.

Me:Idon’tknowhowthesethingsaredoneso

you’llforgiveme

Him:whatthings?

Me:thiswholething.I’llgetstraighttothepoint.

Uyamaziu-BabalwaGxabawaseMthatha?(Do

youknowBabalwaGxabafromMthatha?)

Him:uhhm…YesIknowher.

Me:I'mherdaughter...

Him:Ohok,rightnowIdon'tknowwhattosay.



Me:Whyisthat?

Him:Idon'tknow.

Me:Didyouknowyouhaveadaughterthatjust

turned18onthe15ththismonth

Him:Neverthoughtaboutitreally.toomuch

happenedthen.

Me:early1996Shefellpregnantwithme...

GavebirthinNovember,youguyshadablast

onValentinesIassume

Him:YesI'mawareofthat.

Me:Nowwhat?

Him:ToomuchhappenedthatIdon'treally

wanttogetinto.

Him:Whatdoumeannowwhat?

Me:Nicetomeetyoubytheway...

Me:Imeanyouknowmenow...Youknow

aboutmyexistence.Nowwhat?

Him:Ohhreally?YoujustmetmeImightnotbe



whatuhopingforinafather.

Me:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Him:Justastatement.Asforyourquestion,I

justheardfromyoujustnow,youdon'treally

expectananswerastowhatnow!Doyou?

Me:Oh...SoagreethatI'myourdaughter?

Him:Tshin,uyanditesterkanti?(soyoutesting

me?)

Me:NoI’mnot.Ijustwanttoknowthatyou

acknowledgeandacceptmeasyourdaughter.

AmIwrongforwantingtoknowwhomyFather

is?

Thisguywasslowlypissingmeoff.Just

becauseIsearchedforhim,doesn’tmeanI

needhim…Ijustwantedtoknowthekindof

personheisandthat’sthat.

Him:IfyounotsureifI'myourfatherthenwhat

makesyouthinkthatIam?

Him:Andwhatdoesyourmomsayaboutall



this?

Me:SheknowsI’mmeetingupwithyou

Him:IknowwehadsomethingwithBabes

whichneverendedverywellduetointerference

ofourparents.ButafterwardsIdon'tknow

whathappened.

Him:howdouknowaboutme?Whosentyou

tomeifsheneversentyou?

Me:Nottosoundrudeoranythinglikethatbut

It’sfunnythatyouwantanswersfrommeyet

younotwillingtoanswermine.Mymomtold

meyourname,surnameandthatyouinthe

agriculturebusiness.Sono-onesentmetoyou.

Iwasjustcuriousastowhoyouare

Him:Ialwayshaveproblemswhenkidsstart

nothavingrespectfortheirelders.AnywayI'm

boundtoaskquestionsbecausethisisa

matterthatIwouldexpectyourmotherto

handle.



Me:I'msorryyoufeeldisrespected

Isaidsarcastically.Surelyhedoesn’tthinkI’ll

apologiseforthewayIspeaktohimifhe’snot

willingtospeaktomeliketheelderheis

Me:respectisatwo-waystreetbytheway,you

giveitinordertoreceiveit…I’mjustsaying

Him:Ineedalltheanswerstothequestions

thatIhave,togetclaritybeforeIcanstart

talking.

Him:Formetodothat,youhavetoanswermy

questionsbecauseIdon'twanttocauseany

badvibesbetweenyouandyourmombecause

ofme.

Me:MymomandIareveryclose.Butshe's

alreadydealingwithtoomuchbaggagethatI

don'twanttostressheroutbybringingyouup

justyet.

Him:I'mlistening......

Him:Ok



Him:SothisquestoflookingforuThando,tell

memoreaboutit.

Me:Mymomtoldmelittleaboutyouawhile

back.Toldmemydad'snameisThandoBashe

andhe'sfromTabankulu.Ididn'treallylook

muchintoitbackthen;IguessIwasn'treally

intoitassuchcausemyfamilymadesurethatI

neverfeelfatherless.ButthemoreIgrewupI

felttheneedofwantingtoknowyou...Iguess

beingateengotthebestofmecauseit’snot

rightnotknowingyour2ndfamily.SolastyearI

startedsearchingbutnevergotanywhereand

soIputitonholdtofocusonrathermuchmore

importantthingssuchasmybooksandother

personalfamilymatters.ThisyearIfiguredI

shouldtryagainandsoIfoundalinktoyou

whichisMrTrevor'semailandtherestiswhat

itisnow.You'reahardmantofindMrBashe!

Him:Hehehe...

Him:Andnowhowdoufeelwhenyouhave



foundThandoBashe?

Me:Nothingwowaboutitreally...

Mywatercamealongwithhisfood.Iwasso

annoyedbythisman;itwasasifI’mtalkingto

someonewhonevercontributedjackshiitin

makingme.

Him:Ohhhokke.

Me:Howoldareyou?areyoumarried?Doyou

havekids?

Him:Lotsofthem.Notmarried.3kids.Still

lookingforajob.Toestablishmyowncompany

infact.

Me:Goodluck.

Him:LastyearItriedworkingforcompany

calledKohwabutitneverworkedout.I'm

pursuingministryaswell.Gotacalling.

Ilookedathimtryingtoholdbacklaughter.

Thisguyclaimstohaveacallingyetheis

talkingtohisdaughterlikethis?Idon’tknow



whichGodheishopingtoservebutmaythe

goodlordbewithhiminhisquest.

Me:HopeallgoeswellforyouMrBashe

Me:Sowhichoneami?

Him:youare4intotal

Ikepttryingtopicturethisguystandinginfront

ofacrowdandpreachingaboutfamilybutI

couldn’tgetanythingbecausethatwouldbe

hypocriticalofhiminsomanyways.

Me:Momtoldmethatwhenherfamilywentto

yourhometoreportthatyouhadmadeher

pregnant,yourfamilydeniedyouhavingmade

herpregnant.Yourfamilymademymomseem

likesomeloosewhore.Excusethelanguage

Him:likeIsaid.ThisisnottheconversationI

shouldbehavingwithyou

Me:why?

Him:thisisnotthetimenorplacetobegoing

downmemorylane



Me:Whydidyoudenymakingmymother

pregnantwhenyouknowverywellthatyoudid

it?

Him:Myfathermademedenyit.myparents

wereverystrictandIwouldhavelosteverything

hadIsaidyesIdidit

Me:ok.whathappenedwhenyouweren’t

dependentonthemanymore?Whydidyoutry

tocontactmymomagainafter?

Him:look.Idon’tknowwhatyouaretryingto

gainoutofallthis

Me:I’mjustachildlookingforanswers.Idon’t

understandwhyagrownassmanwhoknewhe

hasachilddidnotdoanythingtotryandget

contactwiththeirchildwhentheywereableto.

ImeanYoufinisheduniversityandyouwereno

longerdependentonyourparentsbutstillyou

didn’tdoanythingtoreachouttome

Iwasnowpissedtothecore.Thismanwas

beingchildish.



Him:likeIsaidbefore.Idon’trespondwellto

disrespectfulkids

Me:andIdon’trespondwelltodisrespectful

adults.

Hechuckledindisbelief.

Me:look,Ididn'tcontactyoubecauseIwant

anythingfromyoubecausehonestlyIam

sortedinalllevelsoflife.Ijustwantedtoknow

thekindofmanyouareMrBasheandIcan’t

sayI’mimpressed,Ifeelsorryforthepeople

thatwillsitinyourcongregationandlistento

whateverhypocrisythatyouwillbepreaching.

SorryforwastingyourtimeI’llneverbotheryou

again.Bye

.

Itookmybagandwalkedoutholdingback

tears.Iwassopissedtothatpoint.Thisman

wasmakingmesomethingI’mnot.I’mavery

respectfulpersonbuthewasmakingme

somethingelse.Siyaranbehindmeandhe



openedthecarandIgotinandjustcried.He

gotinhissideandbrushedmyback.

Him:whathappenedinthere?

Icouldn’teventalk,that’showmadIwas.

Me:pleasejusttakemehome

Him:Yandiswapleasetellmewhathedidto

you

Me:Idon’tknowwhatIwasthinkingmeeting

him!MygodIamsomad!

hebrushedmyback

Him:Yandicalmdown.justbreatheok

Icouldfeelmylungsclosingup,Icouldn’t

breathe,letalonetalk.IthinkIwashavinga

panicattack.Siyadidn’taskanyquestions,he

drovemestraighttohospitalandIwas

attendedto.Idon’tknowwhenIpassedoutbut

whenIwokeupIwasinahospitalbedwithLedi,

Nita,SihleandSiyasittingnexttome.



Ledi:thankgodyou’reawake.

Sihle:youscaredus!

Me:guysI’mfine

Nita:whathappened?

Siya:docsaysshehadapanicattack

Ledi:whatdidthatspermdonorsaytoyou?

Me:I’lltellyouallaboutitlateron.Fornow,I

wanttogohome

Siya:docwantstokeepyouovernighttomake

sureyouok

Me:I’mfineSiya.Thanksforeverythingmy

friend

Siya:whatarefriendsfor?!

Ismiledfaintly.Icouldn’tstopthinkingabout

theconversationIhadwiththespermdonor,

yesthat’sexactlywhatheistomebecausea

fatherwouldnevertalktohisdaughterthatway

ormaybeIwatchwaytoomuchtelevision.The



DoccametocheckuponmeandturnsoutI

wasoksoIaskedhimtogohomebuthe

refused,saidhewantstomakesureIdon’t

haveanotherepisode.Lateronmyfriendsleft

andIwasyetagainstuckinmyownthoughts.

Themedswerekickinginmakingmefeel

drowsy.Ilookedatthetimeanditwasonly

after12pm…howlongwasIoutkanti?I

decidedtogetonWhatsAppandanswer

people’stexts.MyphonerangandIansweredit.

itwasmom.

//Her:thankgoodnessyouok.

Me:heymom…

Her:Siyatoldmeyouhadapanicattack

Me:I’mokmom

Her:whatdidhesaytoyou?

Me:nothingyoudidn’twarnmeabout.

Apparentlyhehasacallingandwillprobably

pursueministry



ShelaughedathowsarcasticIwas

Her:nowthat’saserviceIwouldliketoattend

Me:Iknowright

Her:butareyouok?

Me:I’llbefinemom.I’matpeaceknowingthe

kindofpersonheis.Hemayhavenotsaiditin

manywordsthathedoesn’twantmebutInever

neededhiminthefirstplace.Mylifeisbetter

off

Her:ohbaby.I’msorry

Me:itsokmom.Reallyitis.Heh,hewasouchea

goingonandonabouthowhe’ssupposedtobe

havingtheconversationwithyouandnotme.

Sayshehasaproblemwithdisrespectfulkids

Her:imagine!Doesn’theknowthatrespectisa

two-waystreet,yougivetoreceiveit

Me:that’sexactlywhatIsaidtohim

Iheardthedooropen,Ilookedupandwasmet



byMelokuhleBess…-whatishedoinghere?-

Me:mom…Ihavetogo

Her:okbaby.I’llcheckuponyoulater

Me:canyoucallthishospitalandtellthemto

dischargemealready

Shelaughed

Her:it’sjustone-nightbaby.Youwon’tdie

Idon’tlikehospitals.There’sjustsomething

creepyaboutthemasawhole.Theymakemy

bloodrace.

Me:byemom

Her:byebaby.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo//

Hewalkedovertomybed…-Godhelpme!–

.

.
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Evenwithaterriblehangoverlifeneededtogo

on.Igottoworkonsome“Don’tfuckwithme”

tip.Iburiedmyselfinapileofunclosedcases

untilItwaslunchtime,welluntilAsemahle

walkedinallhippywithlunch.Iwasinnomood

forherandherlecturesreallybutIhadno

choicereally.

Her:Heytwinny

Me:ifyouheretogivemealecture,saveit

Her:what’swrongwithyou?Ijustbroughtyou

lunchthat’sall

Shesaidclearingmytableandmovingsome

filesoutofthewaytoputourfoodonthetable.



Me:I’msorry

Her:roughnight?

Me:youhavenoidea

Her:whathappened?

Shehandedmemytakeawayandaforkand

shetookhers

Me:Katebrokeupwithme…

Her:what?Why?

Me:Lathithahappened

Her:who’sLathitha?

Me:amistake.Wehadsexandshesentnude

picturestoKate.Likewhatthefuck?

Her:youkiddingmeright?!

Me:Iwish.Pleasedon’tlectureme

Her:Ihavenointentionsto.Itsmenlikeyou

thatremindmewhyI’mbetteroffsingleanda

virgin



Me:betterstaylikethat.

Her:anyway.Ourbirthdayisbackon

Me:great

Her:Ineedalistofpeopleyouwanttoinvite

Me:youknowallmypeople

Ishrugged.Iwasreallynotinthemoodtobe

discussingthisbutmysisterwastryingto

cheermeupandtheleastIcoulddowasto

participate

Her:yesbutIwashopingthatyouhadnew

namestoaddtothelist…likeKateorYaya

Me:Idon’twantanyofthemthere

Her:sadly,Yayaismyfriendandshewillmos

defbethereforthewholeweekendbytheway

Me:seriouslyMelody

Isaidrollingmyeyes.WellnothingIdoorsay

wasgoingtochangehermind.Yandiswawas

comingeitherwayanditdidn’tmatterwhatI



said.

Her:yes.

Wecontinuedeatinglunchandchattingabout

myflopsofthispastweekend,shewas

laughingatme,whichwasn’thelpingwiththe

situationatallbutheyyounotblackifyoudon’t

laughduringsuchsituationsright?Iwalkedher

outandIwasinamuchlightermood.WhenI

gottomyofficemyphonehadjuststopped

ringing,itrangagainandIansweredit.itwas

Siya.

//Me:Hello

Him:youbusy?

Me:notreally.Why?

Him:Yandiswaisinhospital

Mymindkindofwentblankforasecond.What

didhemeanYandiswawasinHospital?

Him:Meloareyoustillthere?



Me:uhhhm…yeah

Him:didyouhearme?

Me:yeah.Whichhospital?

Him:theoneyourauntusedtoworkin.

Me:whathappenedtoher?

Him:shehadapanicattack

Me:whatcausedit?

Him:shemetwithherfathertodayandthings

wentsouth.Justgoseeherwhenyoucanok.if

therewaseveratimeYandiswaneededyou

Melo,itwouldbenow.Stopplayinggamesand

justbethereforhertruly

Me:sure

Him:I’mseriousMelo.Yandiswaisnotoneof

yourflooziesandifyoureallywanttogetwith

heryouwillhavetodothingsbythebook!No

shortcuts,nogamesorwhatsoever

Me:Ihearyou



Him:bye//

Siya’scallleftmespeechless.Imeanwhythe

lecture?ThelastthingI’deverdoishurt

Yandiswapurposefully.I’mhumanand

imperfect,ImakemistakesbutIamableto

admittomymistakesandtrytofixthem.

HearingthatYayawasinhospitalwastheworst

andhearingthatherfatherwasthereasonshe

wasintherewasjustsomethingelse.Idon’t

knowtheguybuthewasgoingtogetwhatis

meantforhimandthat’sapromise.Itookmy

wallet,phoneandcarkeysthenheadedout.On

thewayoutIbumpedintothebigbosshimself.

Him:son

Me:dad

Him:Iwasjustonmywaytoseeyou.Where

areyougoing?

Me:YandiswaisinhospitalandIhavetogosee

her



Him:nosonyoucan’t.Atleastnotnow,Ineed

youtoattendameetingformeinChester

Me:nodadYayaneedsme

Him:IknowyoulikethisgirlandallbutsonI

needyou.Youcangotoherafter.Iwouldn’task

youtoifitwasn’timportant

Me:fine.

Him:thanks.CheckyourmailIsentyouan

emailbriefingyouaboutthemeetingyougoing

to

Me:sure

Him:Iwillmakeituptoyousonandthat’sa

promise

Ididn’trespondtohim.Iwalkedoutreadingthe

emailhehadsentme.Iwaskindofmadtobe

honestbecausethiswasjustnotfair.Iwentto

Chesterandthemeetingtooklongerthan

expectedandwhenitwasfinallyoverIdroveto

thehospital.WhenIwalkedinherroomshe



wasonthephonewithhermother.Ididn’tknow

whethertowalkinanyfurtherseeingthatthe

lasttimewespokethingsdidn’tgoasplanned.I

washellanervoustooandIdidn’tknowwhatto

expectfromher.sheseemedsurprisedtosee

me,soSiyadidn’ttellherIwascoming?I

walkeduptohersideofthebed

Her:Melokuhlewhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Siyacalledme…

Her:ofcausehedid.I’mfine.Youcanleave

Me:I’mnotgoinganywhereYandiswa

Shelookedatmealmostshocked.

Me:hetoldmeyouhadapanicattack

Her:ofcausehedid.

Me:canwepleasebehavelikeadultsjustthis

once?!Whathappened?Whatdidhedotoyou?

Her:nothing

Isatdown



Me:youcaneithertalktomeandtellmewhat

happenedorIcansitherealldaytillvisiting

hoursareoverandevenso,Ihavethepowerto

stayevenlonger

Her:ohright…yourfamilyownsashareofthe

hospital

Shesaidrollinghereyes.Shewasstillas

beautifuleveninahospitalbed.

Me:whathappened?

Her:Ihadapanicattack…

Me:Iknowthatmuch.Whatdidhesaytoyou?

Her:nothingnew

Me:Yandiswaplease

Her:WhatareyoudoinghereMelokuhle?And

don’ttellmeSiyacalledyou,youhadachoice

toeithercomehereornot.Where’sKate?

Me:I’mherebecauseIcareaboutyou

Yandiswa.I’mherebecauseIwasworried



aboutyouandIamsickandtiredofplaying

gameswithyou.Webothknowhowwefeel

abouteachotherbuthereweareplaying

gamesandtryingveryhardtodenywhatwe

bothfeelfortheotherandtomethat’sjust

childishandwon’tgetusanywhere.

Her:WhereisKate?

Me:ifyoumustknow,it’soverbetweenus.She

calleditquitsafterLathithasentherapictureof

herselfnakedinmyroom

Her:soyousleptwithherevenafterIaskedyou

notto?

Me:whatwasItodoYandiswa?Youpushed

metoherwhenyouflatlyrejectedme

Her:sowhat?Youthoughtsleepingwithher

wasgoingtowhat?Makemewantyou?He….

Icutheroffbykissingher,shefoughtmeat

firstbutshegavein.Thiskisswasdifferent



fromtheonewehadtheotherday.Itwaslike

wewerespeakingallthethingswewantedto

saytoeachotherbutdidn’tsay.Igotontopof

herandthekissgotreallyintense,Icouldfeel

myshaftgohard.Ibrokethekissandlooked

deepintohereyes.Shelookedatmeand

smiledbitingherlowerlipinaverysexyway.

Her:uhhhm….

Ichuckled.Andshemovedasideandletmein

nexttoher,wecuddled.

Her:so…

Me:so…...

Her:youandLathitha

Me:don’tstart

ShelaughedandItickledhermakingherlaugh

evenharder

Her:okokI’msorry

Shesaidinbetweenlaughs…shetriedtocatch



herbreathandshefinallydid.Iwashappytobe

inthismomentwithher.wewereinaworldof

ourownforthefirsttimeinwhatevertime.We

werebothhappyandinthemoment.

Her:Ihavetoask

Me:pleasedon’truinthis

Her:Ihaveto…I’mcurious

Me:ifwetalkaboutthisthenwenevertalk

aboutitagain

Sheheldoutherpinkie

Her:pinkieswear

Wepinkieswore.

Me:Ican’tbelievethis.

Her:youwantustobeathingdon’tyou?

Me:areyoublackmailingmeintoarelationship?

Ichuckled



Her:ifitworks,whynot?

Me:heh

Her:heystopignoringme.Iwanttoknow

everythingthatwentdownbetweenyou,

LathithaandKate.

Me:wellKateandIdisappearedforalittlewhile

Saturdayandwehadsex,itwasn’tthatwow

reallybutIneededsomethingtogetmymind

offofyou.Isleptatmyhomethatdayand

Sundaymorningmysistersannoyedmeand

whenIgottomyplaceIfoundLathithaoutside

mydoorstep…didyoutellherwhereIlive?

Her:NO!whywouldI?

Ishrugged.

Me:anyway,shedidn’twanttoleaveandIwas

stillmadatyouandshewastheresoonething

ledtoanotherandwehadsex.Whenwewere

doneIpulledaMeloonherbutshewasn’t

abouttohavethatsoturnsoutKatehadcalled



andsheansweredmyphone…

Her:Shedidwhat?Youreallypissedheroffhuh?

Me:IguessIdid.Anywhoshegavememy

phoneandIcheckedmycalllogsonlytofind

outshehadansweredKate’scallandasifthat

wasnotenough,ItriedcallingKatewho

wouldn’ttakemycallsatallsoIwentoverto

seeherandshewasMAD!Asinbreathingfire

MAD.Sosheshowedmeherphoneandturns

outLathithahadsenthernudesfrommyroom

andthemessybedbehindherwasenough

proof

Shelaughedatme,thekindofannoyinglaugh.

Me:really?!

Her:shereallyplayedyouhuh?!Iwarnedyouto

playfarfromher

Me:yeahwelllessonlearntMissGxaba

Shekissedmycheekstilllaughing.

Her:sorryboo



Me:enoughaboutmydrama.Tellmeabout

yours

Her:whataboutmine?

Me:youandyourdad

Her:wellthemanhasacalling

ShesaidlaughingandIcouldn’thelpbutlaugh

too

Me:youaPK?!

Her:HEY!He’snotmyfather.He’sasperm

donorok!

Me:Ican’tbelieveI’mdatingaPK.Doesthat

meanI’mgoingtohavetoaskforhisblessing

togooutwithyou?

Isaidlaughingandsodidshe,shehitmy

shoulderplayfully

Her:heisnotmyfather!Whosaidwedating

anyway?

Me:whosaidwenot?



Shejustsmiled.

Her:anyway…SoasIwassaying,itwasmyfirst

timemeetinghimtoday.Theguydeniedme

whenmymom’sfamilywenttohishometo

reportthepregnancy,nowthatIaskhimhe

sayshisfathermadehimdenythepregnancyor

elsehewouldhavebeencutoffordisownedor

whatever.

Me:youkiddingmeright?

Youcouldtellthatthiskindofhurthereven

thoughshedidn’twanttoshowit.Imeanwho

wouldn’tbehurttohearthattheirfatherwas

thiskindofasshole?!

Her:Iwish.Anyway,Iaskedhimwhyhenever

triedtocontactmealltheseyearsbuthedidn’t

haveananswer,hekeptgoingonandonabout

howhehasaproblemwithdisrespectfulkids

andallthat.Theguyiseverythingmomsaidhe

wasandevenworse.IknewwhatIwasgetting

intobutIkepthopingandprayingthathe



doesn’tturnouttobewhatmomhadsaidhe

wasyouknow.Ihadthatlittlehope

Ihuggedhertightasshelaidonmychest.She

continuedtotellmewhathappenedandthe

thingshesaidtoherandthethingshemade

hersaytohim.Ifeltmychestgettingwet.She

wascrying.Butwhocouldblameher?theguy

reallyhurtherfeelings.Shedidn’tneedhimbut

shefelttheneedtoreachouttohim,theleast

hecouldhavedonewastomeetherhalfway,

likethepastorheclaimstobe.Somuchfor

someonewhohadacalling.HeandIneededto

havealittlechat.Ihatedthathewouldmake

hercry,hedidn’tdeservehertears.EvenIdidn’t

deservehertearsandsheandIknoweach

otherlongerthanheandherknoweachother.I

waskindofpissedreallybutmygirlneededme.

Sheneededmecalm.Ikeptquietandbrushed

herbackasshelaidonmychest.Idon’tknow

whenshefellasleepbutshewassleeping

peacefullyonmychestonthattinyhospitalbed.



Icouldn’tresisttakingapictureofher.shewas

themostadorablethingever.AsIwasbusy

takingpictureslikethatmyphonerang,itwas

MrBess.

.

.
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Somyboyfriendisthesonofthemostpowerful

maninthecountry…Idon’tknowhowIfeel

aboutthathonestly.It’sexcitingbecausehe’sa

differentpersonwhereIamconcernedand

anothertootherpeople.Basicallyhe’sthetype

that’sandassholetoeveryoneelsebutmeso

whywouldn’tIbeexcited?!Itisscarytoo



becauseofhispast,hispastisnotshadybut

toomuchisunsolvedandIdon’tknowifIam

mentallyreadytobefightinggirlsleftrightand

centrebecauseofhim.Butthenagainwhoever

is,right?Iwaswokenupbyhisringingphone.

Him:whatnow?!

Hemumbled.Hetookit,tryingveryhardnotto

wakemeup.I’mnotaheavysleeperassuch

plusIwasinahospitalbedwithmyboyfriend,

meaninganyonecanwalkinanyminute.

//Him:dad

Hisphonewasabitloud.

Dad:sonhowdidthemeetinggo?

Him:canwetalkaboutthiswhenIgethome?

WellifIgethome

Dad:whereareyou?

Him:ItoldyouI’dgoseeYaya

Dad:IhopeyouattendedthatmeetingDerrick!



Him:Idid.WewilltalkwhenIseeyoudad.

Bye//

Ilookedupathimandhetriedfakingasmile

thenhekissedmyforehead.

Him:didIwakeyou?

Me:yourphonesortofdid

Him:I’msorry

Hesaidkissingmeagainontheforehead,I

smiled.Melowasactuallyasweetperson

behindeverything,Iwasslowlyseeingsidesof

himIdidn’tevenknowexisted.Butthenagain

peoplearedifferentwhentheyareina

relationshipwithyou.Therewasaknockonthe

door.

Him:expectinganyone?

Me:no…Comein

HelookedatmeasifIruinedamoment,Ijust

smiledathiminnocently.Siyawalkedinwitha

paperbagfromRoccoMamas.



Siya:wellyoutwolookcosy

Melo:ohshutup.

Siya:betterthankmeYandibecauseifitweren’t

formethisasswouldn’tbehererightnow

Me:wellthankyoumyfriend.Comehere

IsaidtryingtogetoutofMelo’sarmsbuthe

wouldn’tletme.

Him:I’mnotlettingyououtofmyarmsforyou

tohuganothermaninmypresence

Icouldn’thelpbutlaughatthatbutMrseemed

serious.Don’ttellmehe’soneofthose

territorialniggas?!There’ssomethingsexy

aboutterritorialguys.Beingterritorialiswhen

someoneisyoursandjealousyiswhena

personisnotyours.Idon’tknowifI’mmaking

sensebutthat’showIseethings.Itwasvery

cute.Siyajustlaughedathimtoo.

Siya:Ididn’tknowyoucouldbejealous.Ididn’t

eventhinkitwaspossible



Him:Iaintjealous,I’mterritorial.She’smine

nowandIaintlettinghergo,noteventohug

you.Ya’llcandothatwhenI’mgone

Icouldn’thelpbutblush.LikewhywasMelolike

thisallofasudden?!Itwassupercuteofhim.I

don’tknowhimlikethissoallthiswasnewfor

me.

Siya:heh….Lookatyouquotingandshiit.I

neverthoughtI’dlivetoseetheday

Wealllaughed.Thesetwoweremyfavesno

doubt,IlovedthemwithallIwas.Whoneedsa

fatherwhenyougotthesetwohuh?Siyagave

methebagoffoodandMeloletmeoutofhis

armstotakethefood.

Siya:becauseIdidn’tknowyou’dbehereI

boughtone

Me:theirfoodisalotforoneperson

MelogotuptryingtogetoutofbedandIgave

himadeathstare.Siyacouldn’tholdbackhis



left.

Siya:geeeez…

Melo:butbabethisbedisnotbigenough

Me:yes,itis

Ipouted.

Melo:aren’tyouthecutest.Siyaisn’tshecute?

Siya:ifthisishowyouguysaregoingtobethen

Ishouldleave.IthinkIlikedyouguysbetter

whenyouwerefireandwater

Webothjustcrackedupinlaughter.Siyawas

sittingonthechaironmysideofthebed.Just

aswewerelaughingandchattinglikethat.

Nalediwalkedinwithfood…whyarethese

peoplealwayscarryingfoodtocomeseeme?I

meanIlovefoodbutthisistoomuchevenfor

me.

Ledi:helloMelo.

Melo:heyLedi



Ledi:Iseeyoufinallycametoyoursenses…

bothofyou

Siya:allthankstome

Ledi:whatdidyoudo?

Shegavehimthatquestioninglook

Me:hesentMelohere…

Melo:andlikeanidiotIjumpedatthe

opportunity.She’sbeenshuttingmeoutforway

toolongthisone

Me:forgoodreason

Them:nameone

Weallcrackedupinlaughter,Idon’tthinkany

ofthemwereexpectingthattoo.Askmewhat

contentmentisandI’llshowyouapictureofmy

squad.

Me:really?Allofyouatthesametime

Melo:greatmindsthinkalike

Ledi:soyouweresaying?



Me:yourpastmynana

Isaidtouchinghischeek.Hefakedasmile,I

knewverywellthatweweregoingtotalkabout

thiswhenwewerealone.

Siya:ooooh…andhispastistheworst.Areyou

readytobefightinggirlsleftrightandcentre

becauseofhim?

Siyawasputtingmeonthespot.Wheretofrom

heredependedonmyresponse,myresponse

couldeithermakeorbreakthisrelationship

beforeitevengoesfar.Ihadtothinkmy

responsethroughinordernottooffendanyone.

Thiskindofconversationwasmeanttobehad

byjusthimandI.

Me:yes,Iam.What’sarelationshipwithouta

fewspeedbumpsontheway?

Helookedatmeandsmiled.InallhonestyI

wasn’treadybutwhoeverreallyis?Iwaswilling

tocrossthebridgewhenwegotthere.



Ledi:ncooohI’msoproudofmybaby.Iraised

herwell

Me:what?!Excuseyou!

Ledi:Melosheisthewomansheisbecauseof

mesowhenyoupaylobola,don’tforgettogive

meafinder’sfee

Siya:no.thefinder’sfeecomestome!I’mthe

onethatbroughtthemtogether

Ledi:andI’llbethereasontheystaytogether

dummy

MeloandIlookedateachotherandthenback

atthemandjustwentunderthecovers.These

twodon’tstopwhentheystart.Itwasfunny

reallyandIlovedthemboth.

“Thereareotherpatientsinthishospital.Keep

itdownplease.”

Thedoorclosed.Weallcrackedupinlaughter,

MeloandIgotoutofthecoversandlaughedat

thesetwo.



Melo:whowasthat?

Ledi:someuglyassnursewhoprobablygotthe

jobforsleepingwiththedirectororsomething

Siya:doyoueverrunoutofinsults?

Me:nope!Babe

Siya:ofcauseshedoesn’t.Idon’tevenknow

whyIasked

Melo:yesboo…

Me:can’tyoupullsomestringsandgetmeout

ofhere

Ipouted

Him:ithasn’tevenbeenadayandalreadyyou

usingme?!

Me:whynot?Ihatehospitals.Theycreepy,

nothinggoodevercomesoutofahospital

Him:kidsareborninhospital

Me:Iknow.butkidsalsodieinhospitalsorget

disabilitiesbecauseofnegligentnursesand



doctors

Him:huh?!

Me:thinkaboutit,hadournursesbeenalittle

nicerandcaringtowardspregnantpersons;

kidswouldn’thavecertaindisabilities

Helookedatmeforaminuteprobablytryingto

processwhatIjustsaid.Nursesaresupposed

tobenicetowardspatientsandless

judgemental.Nursesaresupposedtobecaring

towardspatients,I’mnottryingtoridiculeany

nursesbutit’sinyourjobdescriptiontocare

aboutpatientsthatwaytheymakeitoutaliveof

thathospital.Yes,maybeforsomepeopleit’s

theirtimebutsomeofthemtheirtimeiscut

shortbecauseofthisnegligence.

Him:mmmmh…

Me:myauntisanurseandweoncehadthis

conversation,she’stheonethatmademe

awareofsuch



Him:letmegoworkmymagic…

Hegotupoutofthebed.

Siya:andthen?Whereto?

Me:noneofyourbusiness

Ledi:ohhhsoit’slikethisnow

Ijustsmiledandnodded.Hewalkedoutand

leftmewithNalediandSiyawhowereprobably

goingtogrillmealive…

Ledi:so….YouandDerrickhuh

Siya:whoknewitwaspossible?

Me:guyscomeon

Ledi:I’mactuallygladmyfriend.Imeanyoulike

himandhelikesyouback

Siya:likeisanunderstatement.Meloloves

Yandiswa.HedatedKatetolearntobeagood

manforYandiswa…speakingofKate,howare

youokwithbeinginarelationshipwith

someonewho’salreadyinone?



Me:heandKateareover

Ledi:what?Why?Wasityoubeingsick?

Me:Iwish…butnope.Lathithahappened

Siya:lathitha?Thatfriendofyours?

Inodded

Ledi:whatdidshedo?

Me:theyslepttogetherandLathisentKate

pictures

Theirjawsdroppedtothefloor.

Me:Iknow.

Siya:evenIdon’tknowthat.Howcomeyou

foundoutbeforeme?

Me:really?That’swhyyourjawisonthefloor?

Ledi:thatbi….tch!

JustthenMelowalkedin.

Him:yourdischargepapersaresignedsowe

cangoMissy



Iopenedmyarmssmilinglikea5-year-old

waitingforsweets.

Me:comehere

Ledi:what?Youcominghome

Shesaidexcited

Melo:no.she’scomingwithme

Ledi:inyourwildestdreamsbrother

Melo:babechoose

Me:alittlehelphereSiya

Siya:tobefair,youjustgotoutofhospitaland

youneedextraattentionandIseenoonefitter

thanmyfriendDerrickoverhere

Hesmiledandtheyfistbumped

Me:noooothat’snotbeingfair.Babe,

rememberyousaidyouwouldmeetwithyour

dadlateron

Him:wecangotogether.Youknowmyfamily

lovesyou



Ledi:what?NO!younotmeetingthein-lawsjust

yet.Na.ah!

Siya:andtheywilltakeextracareofyouatthe

Mansion

Ledi:ifyouleavewithMelojustknowyounever

gettinganyfavoursfromme

Me:that’snotfair!

Melo:youbeingunfairLedi

Ledi:yourchoicefriend

IlookedatLedipoutingbutshelookedthe

otherwayinstead.

Her:IaintMelo,thatwon’tworkonme

Siya:wellthisjustgottough

Melo:fineNalediyouwin.CanIatleastcome

dropheroffatyourplacethen?

Her:fine.

IgotoutofthebedwhileMelopackedupwhatI

waseating,IfixedthebedandasIwasbusy



likethatmydoctorwalkedin.

Dr:MissGxaba

Me:thatwouldbeme

Dr:takeiteasyforthenextfewdaysandgetas

muchrestaspossibleandstayawayfrom

stressfulthingsok?!

Melo:don’tworrydoc

Ledi:I’llmakesureofit

Dr:takethistothepharmacyandthey’llgive

youthose

Me:thankyoudoc

Melotooktheprescriptionletterformeand

withthatweallwalkedout,Ledishowedmethe

nursethathadwalkedinearliertellingthemto

keepitdown.

Me:okyouwere

Melo:don’tencourageher

Me:butbabelookather,shedoesn’tdeserveto



workhere.

Ledi:sheshouldbeworkinginaclinic,

somewhereinthevillageseven

Siya:areyoulikethisevenwithyourboyfriend?

Wellthat’sifyouhaveone

Me:sheshockinglydoes

Ledi:Ineversaidweweredating.Hehas

potentialok.andyesIamthisbitcheveninhis

presence

Siya:myfriendyouwillhavetotakeYandiasfar

aspossiblefromthisonebeforeshecorrupts

her

Me:we’vebeenfriendssincewewere5…

Melo:andthelastthingIwanttodoisgeton

herbedside…thisoneisalittlecookoo

Icouldn’tholdbackthelaughter,Ledilookedat

himandclickedhertongue

Ledi:I’mgladyouknow,thatwayyouwon’tdare



messwithmyfriend

Siya:howisBonkeanyway?

Hesaidlaughing

Ledi:youshouldaskAnitathat.Iplayedmypart

butIdidn’tkeepup

Me:asfarasweknowhewillneverbeableto

havekids

Melo:OUCH!

Ledi:serveshimright

Melo:remindmeNEVERtocheatonyou

Siya:evenI’llremindyoubro.thisgirlcrazy!

Wegottothecars;Melo’s,Siya’sandLedi’sand

IgotinwithMelowhiletherestgotintheircars

andthenweleftthehospitalwitheachofus

headedindifferentdirections.Onthewayto

whereverIwasbusyfixingmyhair,itwasa

messandahalf,itgavemeawaythatIwasin

hospital…wellonewouldgoasfarasthinkingI



gotlaidsoIhadtofixit.
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Ikeptstealingglancesatherasshefixedher

“messedup”hair.Ismiledtomyselfthinking

justhowluckyIwasshewasfinallymine.We

werelisteningtomusic.

Me:babe

Her:mmmh

Me:youdon’tmindifwegopastBESS,there’s

somestuffIneedtotakeinmyoffice



Shelookedatme,wellIcouldfeelhereyes

piercethroughmyskin.

Her:ithasn’tevenbeen24hoursyetand

alreadyyouwanttoshowmeofftoyour

colleagues

Ichuckledindisbelief.

Me:excuseyou?

Her:ImeanIdon’tmindtheattentionbutcome

onbabe

Me:Iknewyouwerefullofyourselfbutthis,

thisissomelevelstypeofshiit

Shelaughed

Her:I’mkidding.Geeeez

Me:Iknow…geeeez

Her:youwouldthinkthatthisattitudewould

endnowthatwedating

Me:No!whatfor?It’swhatkeptourrelationship

burninginthefirstplace



Her:wedidn’thavearelationship

Me:whateveryouchoosetocallit

Her:MyGOD!Kutheniunje?(Whyareyoulike

this?)

Me:howamI?

Her:anass.

Me:OUCH!You’dthinktheinsultswouldstop

nowthatwedating

Her:untilIseesomechange,they’llkeeprolling

inyoungBess

Me:don’t.

Her:what?

Me:don’tcallmeyoungBess

Her:youdon’twantmetocallyouMelokuhle

andnowyoudon’twantmetocallyouyoung

Bess?What’syourproblem?

Me:onlymomgetstocallmMelokuhleand

evenso,whenI’vedonesomethingwrongand



theyoungBessthing…that’swhatmydad’s

businessassociatescallmeandyouarenot

eitherofthementionedpersonssostickto

MeloorDerrick

Shelookedatmeforthelongest.

Her:Melokuhleitis.

ShegotoutofthecarandIgotouttoo.

Me:youdon’tlistenhuh?

Sheflashedmethatcutesmileofhers.She

walkedovertomysideofthecarandwe

headedinsideBESSwhilechatting.Yayawas

thefirstgirlIhaveeverwalkedinthosedoors

with,eitherthanmysistersormomsoyoucan

imaginethestaresIwasgetting.

Her:Nope!YoumyboyfriendandIgettocall

youwhateverIfeellikecallingyou.Youdon’t

hearmestoppingyouwhenyoucallmeYaya

Me:that’scauseIthoughtyoulikemecalling

youYaya



Her:almosteveryYandiswaIknowiscalled

that.Ifit’snotYaya,itsYandi.Comeupwith

somethingoriginalyoungBess

Me:asifyoucallingmeMelokuhleisoriginal?

Her:noneofyourfriendscallyoubyit.its

personal

Me:noneofyourfriendscallyouYaya

Her:youdon’tknowthat

Ilookedatherinawe.Sheisalwaysreadywith

ananswer.Howdoesshedoit?it’snotrocket

scienceoranythingbutitiskindofcreepyand

crazyinaway.Shelookedatmeandsmiled,

hersmilewastoocuteforwords.Theelevator

stoppedandIlookedatherandshookmyhead.

Wewalkedoutoftheelevatorintothelastfloor

ofthebuildingandtherewereafewpeople

aroundincludingthefloor’snosyreceptionist.

Patricia

Pat:MrBessJnryouback



Me:hiPatricia,youstillhere

ShenoticedYandiswabehindmeandher

welcomingsmileturnedintoafrown,Iwasso

confusedandlostbythisbehaviourofhers.

Yaya:hey

ShesaidwavingherhandatPatwhojust

lookedatherbehindherglassesandgaveher

themostcoldest“hi”.

Pat:hereareyourmessagesandyourfather

toldyoutomeethimatthehouse

Me:thanksPatricia

Itookthemessagesandwalkedtomyoffice

withYayawalkingrightbehindme.I’mnotbig

onintroductionsmuchespeciallyinthework

place,Iliketoberespectedatalltimes.My

businessoutsideBESSismybusinessonly.We

walkedintomyofficeandIclosedthedoor

behindher.

Her:yourreceptionist…



Me:she’snormallynice…sheprobablysensed

yourstinkingattitudeatadistance

Shelaughedatme.

Her:youmustbedumberthanIthought.That

girlhasathingforyou

Ilaughedatherandwalkedovertomydesk

Me:Patriciadoesn’thaveathingforme,it’smy

firsttimebringingagirltotheofficeeitherthan

mysistersormomwhoisknownbyeveryBESS

employee

Her:I’mthefirstgirltoevermakeitto

MelokuhleDerrickBess’soffice

Shesaidsoundingflatteredandtryingtohidea

smile

Me:don’ttellmeyoublushing

Her:Iamnot.I’mjustshockedthat’sall…so

whyhasn’tanygirleverbeenuphere?

Me:becauseI’veneverpickedupanygirlfrom



thehospitaleitherthanyou

Iwasbusypackingupmythingsasshewent

aroundtheofficelookingforwhatevershewas

lookingforonmyshelves.

Her:thisiscute

Me:whatis?

Her:this…look

Ilookedupandshewasholdingapictureof

momwithmeandmysiblingswhenwewere

young.Thepicturewascapturedbydadwhen

wewentforholidaystoNewYork

Me:ohthanks

Her:whenwasthis?youwereacutekid

Me:Iwas5.WhatdoyoumeanIwascute?

Whataboutnow?

Her:whataboutnow?

Me:really?Yougoingtoplaythisgamewithme?

TellmeI’mhotternow



Shelaughedatme

Her:andgiveyouregoaboost?Nothankyou

Me:whatever.Putthatinitsplaceandletsgo

Ihadmybaginmyhandandwasstandingby

thedoorwaitingonher.

Her:butIwasn’tdonelooking

Me:youcanlooksomeothertime.Nalediseta

curfewforyouandIdon’twantyoutomissit

Shelaughedandwalkedovertome.Shestood

infrontofmeandwhispered

“Idon’thaveacurfew”

Thenshewalkedout,Ispankedhersexyround

firmassandsheturnedandlookedatmein

shockandasmile

Her:whatthehell?

Me:what?

Her:why’dyoudothat?



Me:don’tactlikeyoudidn’tlikeitnow.

Isaidpullingherbythewaistwaswalkingwith

hertotheelevators,Patwasstillinherdesk.

Me:ByePat

Iwhisperedtoher“saybyetoPat”,Shelooked

atmewiththat“areyoucrazy?”look.

Her:andifuni(Idon’twantto)

ShewhisperedsoPatdoesn’thearher

Pat:ByeMrBess

Wewalkedaway.

Her:yousee?

Me:seewhat?

Her:shedoesn’tlikeme

Me:notthisagain.

Her:whyelsewouldshesaybyetoonlyyou?

Me:causeyoudidn’tsaybyetoher

Her:whatever“MrBessJnr”



ShesaidimitatingPat’svoiceaswewaitedfor

theelevatortoreachourfloor.

Me:don’ttestmeYaya.

Her:orwhat?

Me:youdon’twanttoknow.alotgoesdownin

anelevator

Igaveherasmugwhilegrabbinghertightass

inthemjeansandshegiggled.

Her:stopit

Shewasinfrontofmesopeopledidn’tseeme

grabit.I’makinkyguy,almostGideonCross

(fromthe‘Crossfire’seriesnovels,Baredtoyou,

thatmanisabusinessGODandasexGODtoo

andIonlydreamofbecominglikehim…wellmy

fatherismoreorlesslikehimbutyougetmy

point)leveltypeofkinky.Theelevatorstopped

andwegotin,itwasemptyandIsmiledto

myself.ThethingsIwoulddotothisgirlinthis

elevatorgoodGod!Iwaitedforthedoorsto



closebeforepinningheragainstthemirrorand

kissingher,somethingI’vebeenwantingtodo

sinceIsawhertoday,sherespondedverywell.

Wefelttheliftstoppingwiththewarningsound

andwequicklystopped.Thedoorsopenedand

somewomenwalkedin.Ihidmybonerwithmy

bagandYandigiggled.

Them:MrBess

Me:helloladies

Wewereonthe5thfloor.Theycontinuedwith

theirconversationwhileYandiandIkept

stealingglancesateach,glancesofnothingbut

lustforeachother.IwantedhersobadandI

wantedustopickupwhereweleftoffwhenwe

gottotheparkingbutsadlyitwasn’tthe

undergroundparking…Westoppedatthe

groundfloorandeveryonewalkedoutwithout

sayinganythingtoeachother,Isaidmy

goodbyestosecurityandunlockedthecar.We

bothgotinandwelookedateachotherand



smiled.

Me:Dammit!

Her:what?

Me:nothing.let’sjustgo

Her:whatisit?

Me:Iwanttostripyourclothesoffandsexyou

likeneverbefore

Shelookedatmeinshockandsheputherhand

onhermouth.Hereyesweresoseductiveand

sexywhichonlymademecraveforher.

Her:Melokuhle!

Me:youaskeddidn’tyou?

Her:butIdidn’texpectananswerlikethat

Me:yeahwell…

Ilookedatheroncebeforestartingtheengine

anddrivingoff.

Her:youtakingmetothepharmacyright?



Me:Ialmostforgot…okcoolthat’swherewe

going

Her:howcouldyouforgetthat?

Me:uhhhhm…Idon’tknow,maybebecausewe

almosthadsexafewminutesago

Her:Iwasn’tgoingtohavesexwithyouinan

elevator

Me:thatisupfordiscussion

Her:noitsnot.it’snevergoingtohappen!

Me:we’lljusthavetowaitandsee.Youneedto

learntoleavealittleyoungGxaba

Her:ohwow…

ShekeptquietandsangalongtosomeTaylor

swiftthatwasplayingontheradio,style.I

calledElizabethmycousin,sheworkedata

pharmacy.

//Me:Liz

Her:heyDerrick…what’sup?



Me:youworking?

Her:didyouseethetime?

Me:it’sjustafter3

Her:exactly.Myshiftisover

Me:fine….

Her:whatdidyouwant?

Me:weneedmedication

Her:youandwho?

Me:doesitmatter

Her:I’mnotbuyingyoumorningafterpillsagain

Derrick

Me:what?No!Yandiswahasaprescription

letterfromadoctor.Plus,thatwasonetime!

Her:readmethemedsandletmesearchfor

them

Iremovedthephonefrommyear.

Me:babepleasereadthemedicationnamesfor



me

Her:haveyouseenthisperson’shandwriting?

Me:tryplease

Shelookedattheletterbutstillnoluck.She

shookherhead

Me:fine

Iputthephoneonmyearagain

Me:wecan’treadthisperson’shandwriting

dude

Her:takeapictureofitthenandsendittome

Me:willdo.ThanksLiz

Her:whatever.ByeDerrick

Me:byecuz//

IgaveYayamyphone.

Me:pleasetakeapictureoftheletterandsend

ittoLiz

MyphonewasalreadyonWhatsApponLiz’s



contactreadytotakeapicture.

Her:ok…

Shedidastold

Her:done.

Me:great,canIhavemyphoneback

Her:wait

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Her:whatareyouworriedabout?

Me:everythingactually.Youmightseethings

youdon’tlikeandthenyou’llhatemeforthem

Her:I’lltakemychances

Me:fine.Suityourselfthen

Iheardcamerasoundsandthentherewasa

senseofrelief.ForasecondIthoughtshewas

readingmyWhatsAppchatsorgoingthrough

mypictures.

Her:youhavethelatestiPhoneandyouthinkI



aintgointakepictureswithit?

Me:thatbetterbeallyoudoingYandiswa

Her:letyourguarddown.thisisyourphoneand

Iknowbetter

Idecidednottorespondtothatpiece.That

commentcamewithalotofhiddenfeelings

behindit.Nobodytouchesmyphone,noteven

Asemahle.Ihavealottohideonmyphone,

stuffIhavenotyetclearedanditsonlynowthat

I’mgettingintoaseriousrelationshipandwill

deleteeverythingwhenIgetthechanceto.I

havegirlsIwasflirtingwith,Ihavenudesfrom

dozensofchicksandallthesethingsneedme

tositdownanddeleteandblockpeople.
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Undernormalcircumstancestheconversation

weindirectlyhadwouldbothermebutthen

againIsortofknowthepersonheisandwhatI

havesignedupforbybecominghisgirlfriend,

goingthroughhisphonewouldbesigningmy

deathformifsuchexists.Iwouldhavemore

thanjustapanicattack,itwouldastraightoff

deathwarrantybecauseIknowforafactthatI

wouldcomeacrossalotofthingsthatIasa

girlfriendwouldneverrecoverfromwhichin

turnwouldmakemelookathiminawholenew

wayfromthewayIseehimnow.

“Babeyouok?”

Iwasdisturbedbyhimwhenhehadstoppedby

therobots,Ididn’tnoticeIwaslostinthoughts

untilheremindedmewewerestilldriving

together.



Me:yeahI’mfine

IhadevenstoppedtakingthepicturesIwas

takingbythenwithhisphoneinmyhand

Him:yousure?

Me:yes,babeI’msure

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforetherobots

openedforhimandthenhedroveoff.

Him:needmetounlockthatforyou?

Me:no…notreally,you’lljustsendmethe

pictureswhenyougetachancetook

Isaidkissinghischeekandfakingasmile.

Him:Yaya

Me:Kuhle

Him:no!offallthingsyougoforKuhle

Me:youtoldmetoquitcallingyouMelokuhle.

Him:Ihavetwonamesbabeandyoucanuse

oneofthetwoorMelo



Me:youhaveseriousissuesIswear.Anyway

youthat’snotwhatyouwantedtotalktome

about

Him:right…nevermind,we’llhavethis

conversationsomeotherdaywhenweboth

sittingdownok?

Me:uhhhmm…ok.ifyousayso

Heparkedinfrontofthepharmacyandwe

wentoutofthecarandIgavehimhisphone

backbeforewalkingintogether,himlettingme

walkinfrontofhimofcause.Weheaded

straighttothedispensaryandhewascalledto

thetablebythisbeautifulskinnywhitelady

whomI’massumingishiscousinElizabeth,he

calledmetogoalongwithhimandsoIdid.

Her:don’tgetusedtothis.youdon’thave

shareshere

Him:butIhaveacousinhere

Her:youthefriend…Yandiswaisit?



Shesaidsmilingandpullingoutherlefthand

witharingfingeronit.Ismiledandnoddedwith

aconfusedlook,howdidsheknowme?

Her:I’mElizabethStone.Iknowyoubecause

thisotherweekendmycousin’sandIstalked

youonFacebookandInstagramandImustsay

youareevenprettierinperson

Ofcauseshestalkedme.WhyamInot

surprised?Seemslikealotofpeoplethatknow

MelomayhavestalkedmyFacebookaccount

forsomereason…didthismeanthatMelowas

reallyintomeandwasn’ttripping?ImeanIam

flatteredifthatisthecase.Elizabethwasn’tat

theSundaylunchthatSundaymamaBesshad

invitedbecauseherhusbanddecidedtotake

herawayonaromanticweekend.

Me:itisapleasuretofinallymeetyou.Beautiful

ringbythewayandbeautifulownertoo

Him:really?That’sthebestyoucouldcomeup

with?



Me:what?

Liz:don’tmindhim.He’slikethiswitheveryone

Shesaidrollinghereyesathim

Her:anyway,canIhavetheletter,medicalaid

andyourid

IsearchedforthethingsinmybagandIgave

themtoherandshestartedclickingawayon

thecomputerinfrontofher

Her:youthedaughterofdoctorBabalwa?

Me:hihiyesIam

Him:ohGod!WhyamInotsurprisedyouknow

hermom?

Her:ImethermomwhenIaccompaniedyour

momtoAlexis’funeraldummy

Him:I’msureyoudid.

Her:youforgetthatIamolderthanyouhuh?

Him:youforgetthatIamnotbotheredatall



Her:keepyourfriendincheckYandiswa

Withthatshewenttothebacktoprinttheslip’s

Iwouldbesigninginordertotakethemeds.

Him:I’llmakesureyoudowhenthetimeisright

Hesaidsqueezingmyass

Me:stopthat!Yousodirtyminded!

Him:don’tactsosurprisedMissy

Me:I’mnotbutcontrolyourself

Him:youkindofmakingithardto

HesaidwithasmugandjustthenLizcame

backandshetoldmehowtotakethe

medicationandwhentotakeitandthentold

mewheretosignandafterthatwesaidour

goodbyesandheadedtothecar.

Him:youwillhavetogetusedtomeperving

overyou.

Me:doIhaveachoice?

Him:youeitherperveovermetooorletme



perveinpeacemissy

Ismiledtomyself.Atleasthewasn’thiding

howhewaslustingovermeandIkindofliked

that.Ienjoyedthatmyboyfriendwasgivingme

thiskindofattentionandstillmanagetoshow

meloveatthesametimewithjustasinglelook.

Derrickdidn’thavetotellmelovedmebecause

hiseyesdidthatforhim.Helookedatmeina

wayIdon’tthinkanyoneeverhasbefore,well

whenhewasn’tpervingofcause.

Him:canyoudrive?

Me:whatdoyouthink?

Him:youdon’tlooklikeyoucan,henceI’m

asking

Me:wellyeah,Icandrive

Him:whotaughtyou?

Me:myuncle

Him:doyouhavealicence?



Me:Ijustturned18afewdaysago

Him:typicalXhosa’s…Iaskyouonethingand

youanswerwiththemostirrelevantanswer

Hesaidrollinghiseyesatme,Ipunchedhim

playfully

Me:thatmeansyoualsodothesameseeing

thatyouhalfofwhatIam

Him:actuallyIam70%whiteand30%Xhosa

Me:reallynow?!

Him:yeah.Iamliterallyasplitimageofmydad,

hiscomplexionandall

Me:youhaveyourmother’sfeatures

Him:alittlebutAsemahletookthemall.Canwe

gobacktowhatweweretalkingaboutbefore

thiswholeXhosathing

Me:toansweryou,NoIdon’thavealicencebut

Idohavealearners

Him:whenareyouplanningonmakingyour



licence?

Me:I’llprobablybooktotakethetestwhenI’m

backhome

Him:andwhenwillthatbe?

Me:I’mleavingDurbanonthe15thIthink…I’m

stillundecided

Him:whydon’tyoubookhere?

Me:I’mscaredofDurbantraffic

Him:andyouthinkdrivinginMthathaisbetter?

Me:IfeellikeifyoucandriveinMthathathen

youcandriveanywhere

Him:Mthathawillbesuperbusythistimeofthe

year

Me:Iknow…

Him:doasyouwishMiss…comelet’sgoin

ItwasonlythenthatInoticedwehadjust

parkedinsidethemansionyard.Sohewas

distractingmewiththisconversationbecause



heknewverywellthatIwasnotgoingtoagree

tocomingwithhimhere.

Me:you’reaslyfoxyouknowthat

Him:Iknewyouwouldn’twanttocomehere;I

didwhatneededtobedone

Me:whatever

Wegotoutofthecarandhetooksomefileout

ofhisbaginthebootandthenweheaded

inside.MrsBesswasbusycookingupastorm

singingalong.

Him:heymom

Hesaidkissingheronthecheek

Me:hiMrsBess

Her:whatasurprise.HowareyouYandi?

Me:I’mgoodMaandhowareyou?

Her:I’mgreat.Whydidn’tyoutellmeyouwere

bringingYandiswaover?

Him:itwasaspareofthemomentthingy,



besidesI’mjustheretodropthisandthenItake

herhome

Her:wellthat’sniceofyou

Him:momdon’tstartplease

Thiswomanwasalwaysbeautifulanddressed

tokill.Shelookedlikeshehadjustgothome

becauseshewasstillinherclassyreddress

withanapronoverheroutfitandsleeperson

herfeet,hairlooselyhangingoverhershoulders.

Shewasjustbeautiful,shewasgoals!

Her:fine.Yourfatherisintheloungewithyour

sister

Him:whichone?

Her:Asemahle,IyanawentoutwithNgawo

Him:wheredotheystandanyway?

Her:youwillhavetoaskherthat.LasttimeI

checkedshewantedtoendthings

Him:Ihopeshegoesthroughwithit,theguyis



tooboringforher

Her:rememberNgawoisthereasonIyanais

wheresheistoday,hecameintoherlifewhen

shewasdrowninga….

Him:shedoesn’towetheguyanything,you

can’tstaywithsomeoneallbecauseyoufeel

likeyouowethemyourlife.Imeanmomcome

onyouandIbothknowthatthere’snolove

there.Youdon’tcomeoutofthefriendzone

successfully.Mostrelationshipslikethatnever

reallylastanyway

Her:andyouwouldknowright?Honeyhelp

yourselftosomethingtodrinkinthefridgeor

somethingtosnackon.Sorrymysonisnotinto

thatwholehospitalitything

Him:shehasatonoffoodinthecarmom

Hesaidrollinghiseyes.

Her:theglassesareinthatcupboardsweetie

Shesaidpointingacupboardontheuppershelf.



Me:thankyouMah

IstuckmytongueoutatMeloandwenttoget

theglass,washeditandpouredmyselfsome

juice.

Him:anywayletmegogivethistodad.I’msure

youwanttoseeyourfriend

Her:lasttimeIcheckedyoutwocouldn’tstand

eachother…howisitthatyoutworodeinthe

samecar?

Him:shehadapanicattacktodayandshe

neededmetofetchher.wellSiyawaskindof

busysoheaskedmetogofetchherinstead

I’mgladhelied.Iwasn’treadytobeplaying

daughterinlawtoMrsBessyoh!

Her:shamemahn,areyouok?whatcausedit?

Me:I’mfinethankyou

Him:she’sfine.Boyproblemsmom

Her:what?Youdon’thaveaboyfriend



Me:reallyMelokuhle?!Ihadameetingwithmy

fatheranditdidn’tgowell

Her:I’msosorrybaby.Comehere

Shesaidopeningherarmswideforme.This

womanwasGodly.Shewassolovingand

motherly

Him:what?NO!

IstoodupandwenttohugMrsBessandher

hugwassosoothingandcalming,itwasthat

motherlyhugthatassuredyouthateverything

wasgoingtobeok.shemadememissmy

mother.Shebrokethehugafterawhile.

Her:hewillbepunishedforwhateverhedidok

baby.

Isowantedtocryrightnow.Thiswasjustwhat

Ineeded.Atthatmomentrealityhitmehard,I

neededtogohomeandbewithmymom.I

neededherkindwords,herwarmmotherlyhug

andtojustcryaboutwhatIexperiencedtoday.



Him:ok…youwillfindmeinthelounge

MrsBesswasrubbingmyshoulders.

Me:thankyou.Ineededthat

Her:youwelcome.Lookifyoueverwanttotalk

oryoujustneedsomemotherlyloveandadvice,

Iamhereok.Iknowhowmuchitsuckstobe

farfromhomeandnothavethatmotherfigure

therewhenyouneedthemthemostanda

phonecallneverreallyfillsthatvoid.Myhome

isalwaysopenbaby

Me:thankyousomuchMa

Her:plus,yourmothersaidtokeepaneyeon

you

Shesaidgracingmewithhereversobeautiful

smileandIsmiledback.Ofcausemymom

wouldaskMrsBesstokeepaneyeonme,it’s

soherplussheadmiresthiswomansoit’sonly

fitting.

Me:ofcauseshewouldsaythat.



JustthenAsewalkedinallhappy.

Her:Siyacalledmeearlier.Howareyouholding

up?

Shesaidpullingmeinforahugwhilehermom

wentbacktohercooking.

Me:I’mokthankyou

Shebrokethehug.

Her:hadsomebodynottakenawaymykeysI

wouldhavestoppedbytoseeyou

Mom:hahahanicetryMissy.

Ase:youandDerrickinthesamecarwithout

murderingeachother…howdidthathappen?

Mom:thatisareallygoodquestion

Me:Siyathreatenedhim

Mom:ofcause

Theybothlaughed.JustthenIyanawalkedin

andthrewherselfinhermother’sarms.



Mom:thatbad?

Shesaidbrushingherback.

Asemahlesuggestedwesitonthehighchairs.

Ase:whathappened?

Iyagotoutofhermother’sembraceanddried

hereyes.

Iya:it’sover.Igavehimhisringbackandit

wasn’teasyatall.Hedidn’tmakeiteasymom.

Mom:buthoneybreakupsarenevereasy.

Iyawenttogetherselfsomewater.Ifeltso

awkwardbecausenoneofthishadanythingto

dowithme.Shedranksomewaterandturned

tolookatus.

Iya:heyYandi…I’msorryyouhadtowitnessme

likethis

Me:itsok.I’mactuallysorryyougoingthrough

whatyougoingthrough

Mom:sowhatreallyhappened?Ihopeyouguys



didn’tmeetatarestaurant

Iya:I’mnotthatinsensitivemom.Wemetathis

apartment,wehadlunchandafterlunchItold

himthattherewasnoeasywayofdoingthisso

Ihandedhimhisring.Heaskedwhatitmeant

andItoldhimthatIcouldn’tdothisanymore,I

couldn’tkeeplyingtomyselfandtohimmom.

Ngawoisagreatfriend,heismoreofafriend

thanheisalovertome.IguessIalwaysknew

thatandalwaysfeltthatwaybutlosingthe

babyhitthenailontheheadandmademe

realisethatI’llneverbeashappyasIwanttobe,

there’salwaysgoingtobethatvoidthathe

can’tfill.IwantwhatyouanddadshareandI

feellikeIwon’tgetitwithNgawo.I’vealways

feltlikethatandItoldhimallofthisandhedid

nottakeitwell,thewayhebeggedme.Hewas

evencryingsayingthathowcouldIdothisto

him,saidit’sbadenoughhehadjustlosthis

babyandnowthis.itwasjustpainfulmom

Shewipedhertearsaway.Asewalkeduptoher



andpulledherinforahug.

Ase:youdidwhatyouneededtodo.Itwouldn’t

havebeenfaironanyofyouguystostayina

deadrelationship.Youtriedtolovehimwith

yourallbutyoucouldn’tandthat’sokbecause

youonlyhuman.Don’tbeatyourselfupaboutit

ok?!

shenodded.

WecontinuedchattingandcomfortingIyana

untilshewaslaughingandokwiththesituation.

Ilovedhowtheydidn’tdwellonthiswholesad

emotionthing.I’mnotsayingtheygotover

thingsquickbuttheydidn’tstayinthatsad

momentforalongperiodoftime,lifewenton

forthemandIrealisedthatthiswasjust

beautiful.Itwasgoodthattheywerethesekind

ofpeoplebecausethenMelomightjustbethis

kindofpersontoo.

.

.
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IleftmomandYayainthekitchentobond,I

knowmomlikesherbutIwanthertomorethan

likeher.Iwanthertoembraceherasher

daughterthatwayshewon’tbesojudgeywhen

IintroduceYandiswaasmygirlfriendtoher.I

gottotheloungeandmysisterwasunderdad’s

armwatchingwhateveronthatwasplayingon

tv.

Me:hellodad,Mahle

Dad:youfinallydecidedtoshowup

Her:heybro.didyouhearaboutYandi?

Me:yes,andshe’sinthekitchenwithmomby



theway

Her:youjokingright

Shesaidjumpingoffunderdad’sarmin

excitement

Me:goandseeforyourself.

Shewalkedoutinahappiermood.SonotIwas

leftwithjustdad.

Him:sowhatisitaboutthis“Yandi”?

Me:Itoldyoudad,she’sdifferentfromthe

othersandthat’snotwhyI’mhere.Patriciasaid

yousummonedme

Him:Ididn’tsummonyou,Ijustsaidmeetme

here.Iwanttoknowhowthemeetingwent

Me:yourfriendgavemeahardtime;hedidn’t

wanttodealwithmebuteventuallyhecame

around

Him:that’swhatIliketohear!Itaughtyouwell

son



Me:right…Iwasn’theretostaysoI’mgoingto

headout

Him:tellmeaboutthisgirl.oneminuteyou

wanttobewithherandthenextyoudon’tand

thensuddenlyyouleavingworkearlytogovisit

her

Me:Ithinkmyactionsspeakforthemselves

father

Him:wheredoesthatleaveKate?

Me:webrokeup,wellshebrokethingsoffwith

me

Him:whatdidyoudo?

Me:Isleptwiththisotherchick

Him:areyouthatunabletokeepitinyourpants

Derrick?Whatisitwithyouandpussy?

Me:itwasYandiswaok!shehadmademeso

madthatIneededtoretaliatedad

Him:andyoucouldn’thitapunchingbagandgo



shootsomehoopslikeanysaneperson?Did

youatleastuseacondom?

Shiiit!!!Ididn’tuseacondomwithKate.Ijust

hopeandpraythatshegotthemorningafter

pill,thelastthingIwantisarepetitionofwhat

momanddadwentthroughwithIyana’smom.I

don’twanttoputYandiswaisthatsituation.

Him:NODerrick!Dammit!

Me:relaxdadIuseditok.itsKatethatIdidn’t

useitwith

Heranhishandthroughhishairfrustrated.

Him:areyoureadytobeafatherDerrick?

Me:what?No!Istillhavegraduation

Him:thenwhatthef*ckareyouthinkinggoing

aroundhavingsexwithoutacondomhuh?

Hewasnowshouting;wellthankgodthewalls

weresoundproof.

Me:itwasaonceoffthinganditwasamistake



Him:youbetterhopeandpraythatshe’snot

pregnantDerrick.Ireallydon’tknowwhatgoes

oninthatheadofyours

Me:dadplease!

Him:it’syourlife.Doasyouplease,that’swhat

youandyoursisterhavealwaysdoneanyway

Withthathedownedhisscotchandhewalked

outtothestudy.Ijustsatdownandthought

aboutthepossibilityofKatebeingpregnant

withmychild.Shehatesmesoshewould

probablyterminatethatchild.Idialledher

numberbutshewouldn’tpickup,Icalledher

usingthehousephoneandsheansweredafter

sometime.

//Her:hello?

Me:Katepleasedon’thangup.

Her:whatdoyouwant?

Me:didyoueverbuythemorningafterpill?

Shekeptquietforawhilebeforeresponding.



Her:noIdidn’t.shiit!!Youdidn’tremindme

Me:itslippedmymind

Her:whatifI’mpregnant?

Me:let’snotgetaheadofourselves

Her:yeahyouprobablyright.Ihadalreadyhad

myperiodanywaywhenwehadsex

Me:sowesaferight?!

Her:Ihopeso

Me:KateI’ms….

Her:don’tok.justdon’tDerrick!

Me:Kateplease

Her:youpromisesaidyouwouldn’thurtme

Derrick,yousaidyouwouldneverhurtme

intentionally.Youbeggedmetogiveyoua

chanceDerricknottheotherwayround.But

thenwhatwasIexpectingfromaf*ckboyright?

thisisyourstyleanyway.Nobodycanchange

youbutIjusthopeallofthiswasworthit.have



anicelifeandpleasedon’tevercallme!//

Ihadreallyscrewedup.IhatemyselfbecauseI

convincedKatetoletherguarddownandlet

mein,Imadeherbelievethatshecouldbemy

salvation…wellIthoughtshewouldbebutlife

hasafunnywayright?ImeanIreallydidnot

hurtKateintentionally,thelastthingIwanted

wasforthingstogothiswaybutinthemidstof

itallIamgladIendedupwiththegirlI’vebeen

wantingforaverylongtime.Iwalkedouttothe

kitchenandthegirlswerehavingacosy

conversation,Iyanawasback.Shelookedlike

shehadbeencrying,that’showwellIknowmy

sister.

Her:heydadjunior

Shesaidgivingmeatighthug.

Me:hellosister

Isaidpushingheroffofmeandshelaughed,I

wasleftsmellingofhersweetscent.Justgreat!



Her:I’vemissedyou

Me:I’dlovetosayI’vemissedyoutoobut

you’veleftmesmellinglikeyou,givingmeless

reasontomissyou.What’smygirlfriendgoing

tosaywhenIrockupatherplacesmellinglike

anotherwoman?

Everyoneintheroomcrackedupinlaughter.I

wasn’ttryingtoflatterYandiorwhatsoeverbut

bythelooksofthingsImanagedtoflatterher.

Iya:shebetterknowthatyouhaveasister,two

ofthem

Mom:andamothertoo

Me:she’llknownow.Ijusthopeshe’snotthe

jealoustype

Isaidrollingmyeyes

Ase:yeahhopefully

Me:Yandi

Yaya:yes



Me:tellmeyouwouldn’tfreakandthrowafitif

yourboyfriendcamehomesmellingofanother

womaneitherthanyou?Behonest

Mom:whowouldn’tfreak?Imeanwhohadthe

audacitytogetthatclosetomyman

Me:dadhasasistermom

Mom:andIknowtheperfumesheuses

Me:soyoumeantotellmethatmygirlfriend

shouldknowhowallofyouguyssmell?

Ase:yes!

Me:thisquestionwasdirectedtoYandiswaby

theway.

Iya:youalwayspickingonher.I’mreally

convincedyoulikeher

Ase:thesetwoarewaterandIce!Theywould

neverhappen

Yaya:toansweryouMelokuhle.

Mymomandsiblingswent“ooooh”.Betthey



didn’texpectYandiswatocallmeMelokuhle.

Ase:sheevencallsyouMelokuhle…wow!

Iya:evenI’mnotallowedtocallyouMelokuhle!

Me:shedoesn’tlisten.That’sjusthowmuch

shehatesmeandI’mforcedtodrivehertoher

placebytheway

Momjustlaughedatus.

Yaya:asIwassaying.Iwouldthrowafit;I

meanmymancominghomesmellingof

anotherwomanmeanshe’sbeenbusywith

anotherwomantothatextent

Me:evenifhehassiblings?

Ase:wellyouhaven’tintroducedustoherso

howisshesupposedtoknow?

Yaya:Asemahleisright.Imeanthenhecan

cheatandgetawaywithitbyclaimingit’shis

sistersormom

Mom:goodpoint



Me:right.anywayweshouldgo,it’sgettinglate

andIhavealotofworktodo

Mom:Ikeeptellingyourfathernottooverwork

you.Wenevergettoseeyou

Iya:momthatiscodefor“I’mgoingtovisitmy

girlfriendsobyenow”

Wealljustlaughed.Iyajusthadtohuh?!I

pushedherandwentovertomom

Mom:youareoldenoughMelo,itsokto

mentionyougoingtoyourgirlfriendok?

Me:I’mnotgoingtoanswerthat.

Ipulledherinforakissonthecheek.

Me:byemom,IwillseeyoutomorrowIthink

andbyefamily

Yaya:byeguys

ShehuggedmymomandAsewalkedYandiswa

outwhileIwaitedinthecar.Ihootedforthem

tofinishquickandYayacamerunningtothe



car

Me:Iwillleaveyourasshere

Her:wouldn’tyoulovethat

Me:whatever!

Her:whywouldyouputmeinthespotlikethat?

WhatthehellMelo?

Ichuckled.Shewassocutebusyboilingup

overnothing.

Her:it’snotfunny!

Me:yousocute

Sheclickedhertongueandrolledhereyes.

Me:yousosexywhenyoudothat!

Shejustpressedherphoneandignoredme

Me:don’ttellmeyoumad?!

Her:nope.I’mjustignoringyourassthat’sall

Me:anyway.Wheredoyouwanttohaveour

firstdate?



Her:Ithoughtyoudidn’toffermefoodbecause

Ihavefoodinyourcar?

Me:Iwassavingyourappetiteforourdate

dummy!

Her:I’mreallystartingtohavemydoubtsabout

you

Me:don’t.sowhereshouldweeat?

Her:I’mnotthathungry

Me:butyouneedtotakeyourmedsandIam

hungry

Shesmiled.Whatisitwithyourgirlsandbeing

flatteredbythemostunromanticweirdstuff

ever?Imeanit’scrazyhowmeaninglessthings

makeyouguyssmileorblush.Youarejust

creepycreatures.

Her:let’sjustgotoGateway,itsclosertoboth

ourplacesanyway

Me:great.Wheretothere?



Her:Ipickedamall,nowyoupickthenextone

Me:ifyoudon’tpickaspotnow,youwillpaythe

bill.Sopickaplace

Her:yousuchabully.Mimmo’swilldo

Me:great.

Idroveofftogatewaywhilelisteningtothat

calmingmusic,Icouldn’tstopthinkingabout

theconversationwithmydadandthe

possibilityofKatebeingpregnant.

Her:Meloyouok?

Me:what?

Her:I’vebeentalkingtoyouforthepast5

minutesbutnoluck.Youok?

Me:IhadunprotectedsexwithKate

Ididn’twanttostartourrelationshipwithme

keepingthingsfromher.Ididn’twanttobethat

guywhodoesn’ttalktohispartneraboutthings

untilthey’vepiledupandIjustcan’tkeepthem



inanymoresothiswasthewaytogo.

Her:ok….whereareyougoingwiththis?

Me:shedidn’tgetthemorningafterpill.We

bothforgottobuyit

Shekeptquiet.Hersilencewasdeafeningreally.

Me:pleasesaysomething

Her:soIshouldexpectpregnancyinthelong

run?

Me:maybe….Maybenot

Her:didyouatleastuseacondomwith

Lathitha?

Me:yes!

Her:youandKatehappenedbeforemesoI

guessIhavenochoice

Iparkedthecarandwewentinandwere

allocatedtoatablefortwo.Thiswasbothering

herinawaybutshedidn’twanttosayit.

Me:Iknowitsbotheringyou.Pleasetellme



whatyouthinking

Her:Idon’tknowifIshould

Me:thereasonItoldyouaboutKateisbecause

Idon’twantustoleavethingsunresolvedand

waitforthemtopileuptoapointthatwecan’t

holdtheminanymore.Iwantustobeopenwith

eachotherYandiswa.

Shenodded.

Me:sopleasetellmewhatyouthinking

Isaidtouchingherhand.

Her:IguessIknewthatatsomepointinour

relationshipthiswouldcome,givenyourpast

andallbutpleaserememberthatIamhuman

andIcanonlytakesomuch.Ireallylikeyou

MeloandIwanttoseeusgofarbutthatwill

requirethebothofus.Youhaveastringofgirls

inyourpastthatIamnotreadytofacebutneed

toprepareforbecauseIaminarelationship

withyou.Ican’tlieIamscaredbutIamwilling



Me:Iknowthatmypastwillalwaysbea

probleminourrelationshipbecauseofhow

messedupitisbutIamhopingIcangetridof

allofthembytheendofthisweek.Things

won’tbeeasy;Iknowbutpleasebearwithme.

Pleasestay.Inoticedyouhaveatendencyto

pushpeopleawaywhenthey’vewrongedyou,

pleasedon’tdothatwithme.Pleaselet’stalk

aboutsomethingwhenitsbotheringyousothat

wecangetitoutofthewayandmoveon.

YandiswaIloveyouandIreallywanttomake

uswork.

IknowIsaidwordssimilartothesetoKatebut

YandiswaisnotKate,I’mnotgettingintoa

relationshiphopingtolearnhowtoloveforthe

nextgirl.I’mgettingintoarelationshipwithher

hopingtolearnhowtoloveherthewayshe

deservestobelovedandshouldbeloved.I

wanttoloveherformeandforherself.Iwant

tolovepartsofhershehatesandeverypartof

hersheloves.Ijustwantustowork.We



orderedourfoodandwaitedforitwhiletalking

aboutus,whatwecantolerateinarelationship

andwhatwecan’t,likesanddislikes,wewere

prettymuchgettingtoknoweachotherina

morepersonallevel.Shewastheonlychild,she

wasclosetohermombutmostlyher

grandmother,shehasdozensofcousins,she

has3auntsand1uncle,shecurrentlyliveswith

hermomwheninMthathabutshevisitsher

grannyeveryday,herclosestcousinisstudying

AccountinginNMMU,andprettymuchallthat

otherdeepstuff.Timeflewandbeforeweknew

it,itwasjustafter7andtherestaurantwas

preparingtoclose.WewenttobuyMcFlurryat

MacDbeforegoingtodropheroffatherplace.

WegottoherplaceandIparkedthecarandwe

continuedchattingtillitwaspast10,wekissed

andthenshegotoffwithherfoodandMeds.I

waitedforhertogetinsidethehouseandclose

thedoorbeforedrivingoffbacktomyplace.I

sleptahappymanknowingjusthowinloveI



waswiththegirlofmydreams.Themotherof

myfuturekids.

.
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TheproblemwithdatingAmahleandDamon

Bess’ssonisthatyoudon’tknowwhattobuy

himforhisbirthdaybecausewhatevergiftyou

canthinkof,heprobablyhasalready.Naledi

andIhavebeenroamingaroundGatewayfor

thepast2hourstryingtogetthisguythe

perfectgift.Thisisthesameguywhoboughta

R1500NWJsetyethedidn’tevenknowmeso

whateverIgethimwouldhavetobewithinthat



range.It’sbeentwoweekssincewestarted

datingandhehasbeentoogoodtome,almost

unbelievableactually;hehasbeenperfect,not

thatI’mcomplainingbecausehetreatedmelike

aqueen.Itwashisbirthdaythisweekendandit

wasThursdayandIstillhadn’tgottenthe

perfectgift.

Ledi:we’vebeenherefortwodamnhours

Yandiswa.Picksomethingalready

WewereatEdgarslookingatwatches.

Me:Ican’tjustpickanythingLedi,ithastobe

perfect

Her:youwanttheperfectgift?

Me:that’swhatwe’vebeenlookingforthepast

twohours

Her:givehimsex.He’salreadygonetwoweeks

withoutit

Me:Idon’twantsomethingcliché.I’mpretty

surehegetssexonhisbirthdayeveryyear



Her:notfromhisgirlfriendthough.

Ikeptquietandthoughtforasecond,Naledi

gavemeanidea.

Her:Iknowthatsmile

Me:comeletsgo

Isaidpullingherhanddragginghertocottonon.

Her:wherearewegoing?

Me:you’llsee!Let’sgo

Wewenttocottononandheadedstraightto

thelingeriesection.IlookedthroughbutIstill

couldn’tfindwhatIwant

Her:whatareyoulookingfor?

Me:Iwanttheperfectmatchingunderwearset

Her:soyougoingtosexhimtosleep…right?

Shesaidwiththewidestsmileever,ifyouknow

thatsmilea5-year-oldputsonwhenshe’s

abouttogetcandyorherfavouritefood….Well

thatwasNaledi.



Me:Ididn’tsaythat.Let’sgotoMusgrave

please

Her:youaregoingtobuymepetrolIswear!

Me:fineeeee!

Wewalkedouttotheparkinglottohercar,she

andIdroveofftoMusgrave.Wewentstraight

toWoollieslingerieshopandtheyhadexactly

whatIwanted.Iwantedtobeassexyas

BeyoncéonPartition,IwantedtogiveMeloa

showonhisbirthday…onehewouldnever

forget.Whenweweredonewewenttowimpy

tobuysomethingtoeat,itwasjustafter12pm.

Her:lunchisonyou

Me:obviously!

Isaidrollingmyeyesather

Her:sodoesMrBessgiveyoucash???

Me:toosoonLedi!Waytoosoon

Her:sohehasn’tgivenyoucash?



Me:doesitmatter?

Her:yesactually.

Me:fine.YeshesentmemoneytodaywhenI

toldhimyouandIweregoingout

Her:soyougetagirlfriendallowance

Me:geeeeezNaledi!

Awaitresscametotakeourordersandthen

sheleft.Immediatelyaftersheleftmyphone

rang,itwasbae.IlookedatLediandsmiled,

sherolledhereyes.

//Him:afternoonbeautiful

Me:heyhandsome

Him:howareyou?How’syourdaysofar?

Me:itsgoodactually,LediandIareat

Musgravewimpy.How’syourday?

Him:cravingyourpresence…Iamreadytoquit

now

Me:aaahisitthatbad?



Him:youhavenoidea.I’vebeenworkingwith

myfatheronthisbigcase,weworkedthrough

lunch…I’msotired

Me:I’llcomeovertonightok?

Him:really?

Me:yeah,I’llcomegiveyouamassageok

Him:andyouwonderwhyIloveyou?

Igiggledlikeateenagerheadoverheels.

Him:right…I’llcomefetchyouafterworkok?oh

anduhhmtomorrowlateronthere’sapreparty

atmyhome,familyandfriends

Me:letmeguess….Ineedtodressup?

Him:hahahayep…butyouhavealltheright

dressessochill

Me:yoh!

Him:relax.Anywayenjoytherestofyourday

Yaya

Me:enjoytherestofyours.Kisses



Him:kisses//

Ledilookedatmeandshookherhead.

Me:what?

Her:youlovehim!

Me:maybe

Isaidblushingandplayingwiththestrawinmy

drink

Her:whyhaven’tyoutoldhim?

Me:Ifeellikeit’stoosoon

Her:buthetellsyouallthetime

Me:andit’sprematureofhim.

Her:so?

Me:comeonLediyouknowwhatImean

Her:noIdon’tactually

Me:IloveMelobutitistoosooninour

relationshiptobeexchanging“Iloveyou’s”.

Her:samewayit’stoosoontobehavingsex?



Me:Ineversaidit’stoosoonforit…hehasn’t

initiatedit

Her:haveyou?

Me:manytimes.Butnothing,hejustdoesn’t

wantto

Her:ncooohthat’ssosweetofhim,he’sbeinga

gentleman

Me:yeahIguess…anyway….

“IheardyoudatingMelonow.wasthatyour

planallalong”

IwascutoffbyLathitha.Herecomesthe

dramathatcomeswithdatingMelokuhle,I’m

shockeditcamerathersoonerthanitwas

expected.Imeanwenotpublicaspersaybut

weareacoupleandyoucantellfroma

distancethatweareprettymuchinlove.

Ledi:wasruiningtheguy’sfirstrelationshipnot

enough?

Lathi:Iwasn’ttalkingtoyou,Iwastalkingto



Yandiswa

Me:noactuallyitwasnevermyplan,butitwas

his.HecametoyoutogettomeandImustsay

yougaveitupeasierthanexpected

Lathi:isthatwhatyoutellyourselftosleepat

night

Me:no.butIknowmyboyfriendandIknowthat

hewasneverinterestedinyoutobeginwithand

hewasnevergoingtobeforaslongasI’m

available

Ledilookedatmeinaweandalsowithasmile,

shewaslikeaproudmotherwatchingher

daughterscoringallthegoals.

Lathi:youdon’tknowmehuh

Me:Idoactuallybutbyallmeanstryme

Lathi:hewillscrewitup,youknowhealways

doesjustlikehedidwithKate

Me:thatwasallonmeactually.YouseeI

pissedhimoffandlikeanynormalpersonhe



neededtoblowoffsomesteamandyouwere

available…needIcontinue

Icouldseeherboiling,shelookedatmeonce

andstormedoff.Iwasn’tasconfidentwith

whatIwassayingbutIdidn’twanttogiveher

thesatisfaction.ShemanagedtoscareKateoff

butI’mnotKate,nottosayIfightformenor

anythingbutnowIalreadyknowthewholestory

ofhowtheyevencametosleeptogethersoI

wasabitateasebutifthiswashowthegirls

he’sbeenwitharegoingtobetowardsmethen

heandIweregoingtohaveproblems.Ididn’t

signupforthisatall.

Ledi:ok…whowasthatandwhathaveyoudone

tomybestfriend?

Me:ifI’mgoingtobedealingwithoneof

Melokuhle’spastthenI’llhavetostepoutofmy

shellandlearnhowtohandlethesepeople

Her:yousuchabadass.Iamsoproudofyou;I

meanIdidn’tevenhavetosayathing



Me:don’tgetusedtoitthough

Her:whynow?Iamprettysurethatthereisa

lotwherethatcamefrom.Youaredating

Durban’shottesteligiblebachelorandhe’sonly

20

Me:reallyNaledi?!

Her:yesreally.Butifyoufeellikeallofthisis

toomuchthenyoucanalwaysbackdown,this

wasnotwhatyousignedupforattheendof

theday

Me:it’snotthatIwanttotapoutorwhatever

butIdon’tknowifthisisthelifeIwanttolive

foraslongasIamwithhim.

Her:youhandledLathithalikeaprothat’sfor

sureandyouwillkeephandlingtherestlikea

pro

Me:Meloneedstogetthesegirlsincheck

Her:andhewill,ifhehasn’talready.Cuttheguy

someslackok.sowhatisthereasonforhis



hoephaseanyway?Weallhoeforareason.

Me:he’ssistertoldmeonereasonbuthetold

meanother

Her:whatdidhissistersay?

Me:thathewashurtinhighschool

Her:andwhatdidhetellyou?

Me:inhisfirstyearhemadethisgirlpregnant,

whenshewas4monthsshelostthebaby.I’m

thefirstpersonhe’severtoldthisto.Thegirl

committedsuicide,theonegirlheeverloved,so

fromthereonhevowedtohimselfthathe

wouldn’tgetattachedtoanygirlanymore,he

wasn’treadyforthebabybuthewasstill

heartbrokenwhenshemiscarriedtheirbaby

Her:andyoumeantotellmethathisparentsor

thegirl’sparentsdon’tknowtherealreasonshe

killedherself?

Me:nope,onlyheknows

Her:shameman.Whocouldblamehimfor



hoeingaround

Me:Iguess

MelotoldmethislastSundaywhenwewere

chillingathisplace,wehadahearttoheart

momentwherewesharedpersonalthings

abouteachotherandIalsotoldhimaboutmy

ex.Itallmadesensetomewhyhelivedthelife

helived,hewasscaredthatthesamething

mighthappenagainifhegotattachedto

someone.InoticedMeloloveseasily.

Her:wow!

Me:Iknowfriend.

Her:howlonghaveyouknown?

Me:sinceSunday.I’vebeencontemplating

tellingyou

Her:youknowIwouldneverjudgeorbringthis

up

Me:Iknowbutstill,hetoldmethisandasked

menottotellanyonebutIfeellikeIneededto



offloadonsomeone

Her:that’swhatI’mherefor,foryoutooffload

onme.Iknowit’snoteasyknowingthisabout

yourmanbabe

Me:yeah.Enoughaboutmyboyfriend’ssad

depressingpast.Haveyouboughtsomethingto

weartothepartySaturday?

Her:it’saboatparty.Abikiniwilldo

Lateronitwillmovetotheclubidiot!

Her:really?Ididn’tknow

Me:ofcauseyoudidn’t

Her:notallofusaredatingthebirthdayboyand

friendswithhissister.Howisthiswholething

workingoutforyouguysanyway?

Me:whatthing?

Her:keepingthisfromhisfamily?

Me:wenotreadytolettheminonthis

Her:whathappenswhentheyfindout?



Me:Idon’tknow.welovethisgameweplaying

aroundthem

Her:andyoudon’tthinkanyonehasnoticed?

Ishookmyhead

Me:thosepeoplearen’tthetypethatletsthings

go…theyattenditASAP.Iftheyknewwewere

dating,someonewouldhavealreadysaid

somethingbynow

Her:mmmmhIsee.Whileyouguysweretalking,

youmentionedsomethingaboutdressingup

Me:tomorrowthere’ssomesortofpre-partyat

hishomeandIneedtodressup

Her:whyarewestillsittinghereandnot

shoppingfortheperfectdress?

Me:becausefriendIhaveatonofdresses

Her:churchdresses.Youneedtoleavean

impression.Whatifheintroducesyou?

Ichuckled



Me:nah,Melowouldneverdothat.Heknows

it’stoosoonandI’mnotreadytobeknownas

hisgirlfriendjustyet

Her:hisfatherdatedhiswifefortwoyearsand

thenproposed…Idoubtpatienceisinhisgenes

Me:nah,he’snotintroducingmeanytimesoon.

Isaidsettlingthebillandwewalkedout.To

lookforadress…wecouldn’tfindonesoI

suggestedwegotoGatewayorPavilion.We

stoppedforpetrolbeforegoingtogateway.

.

.

<3

[10/07,20:23]Wadz:*WITHPAINCOMES

LOVE*

.

.

32-Melo



Thingsbetweenushavebeengreatbetweenus,

evenperfectifthere’ssuch.thisweekendIgot

toopenuptoherabouttherealreasonIam

becamethepersonIbecamebeforeherand

shedidn’tjudgeoranythinglikethat,instead

sheunderstoodmeandmadedowith

everything.Wehaven’thadsex;Iwanttodo

thingsrightbyher.IwanttobethemanIfailed

tobewithKate.Iclearedthewholerosterfor

her,Iblockedeverygirls’numberanddeleted

everynudeI’veeverreceivedfromanygirl.We

werehappyandthat’showIwantedthingsto

staybetweenus,wewereabletospendthe

nightjusttalkingandtakingpictureswithout

sex.Yes!MelokuhleBesscanactuallysurvive

withoutsexandI’mokwiththewaythingsare.

SomaybeIliedaboutworkingthroughlunch,I

actuallymanagedtotrackherfatherdownandI

wasmeetinghiminabit.Iaskedhecometo

BESS,Patriciabroughthimtomyoffice.

Him:DerrickBess,nicetomeetyouagain



Me:Ican’treallysaythefeelingismutual.

IthoughtherdadwassomeoneIdidnotknow

butthemanwasactuallyLinda’suncle,my

friendwhohada21stbirthday/graduationparty

thatweekend.Wellyeahthatwasthemanthat

wasmygirlfriend’sfather.Iwouldn’tsaywe

knoweachotherreallybutheandIhavemet

throughmyfatherandthroughLinda’smom.He

andherdon’treallygetalonghencehewasn’t

athisniece’sgraduationparty.

Him:sowhyamIhere

Me:totalkaboutyourdaughter

Him:whataboutSino?

Sinothandoishisdaughter,thegirlYandiswa

wastalkingtoatthepartywhenIaskedto

speaktoherinprivate.

Me:really?IsSinoyouronlydaughter?

Him:ofcauseshe’snotbutshe’stheonlyone

youknow



Me:whataboutYandiswa?Doesn’tshecount

asyourdaughter?Orisitbecauseyoumade

herwhenyouwerestillinuniversity?

Him:wheredoyougetthisinformation?

Me:doesitmatter?Yandiswahadapanic

attackbecauseofyouandIdon’tlikeseeing

herhurt

Him:whereareyougettingatDerrick?

Me:how’sministrygoing?

Him:it’sgoingok,whydoyouask?

Me:dotherestofthepastorsknowthatyou

deniedyourowndaughter,notoncebuttwice

Him:Ididn’tdenyher

Me:thenwhatdoyoucallwhatyoudid?You

hadanopportunitytomakethingsrightbyher

butyoudidn’t,why?

Him:Idon’thavetolistentothis

Me:therewillcomeatimeinyourlifewhere



youwillneedherandshewon’tneedyou.I

suggestyoumakethingsrightwithherbefore

it’stoolate,shehasaforgivingheartbynature

Him:whatdoesthishavetodowithyouanyway?

Me:she’smygirlfriendandIcareabouther.if

youwerenotherfatherwewouldprobablybe

havingadifferentconversationthantheonewe

arecurrentlyhavingrightnow.butbecauseI

loveherandcareaboutherandIwantwhatis

bestforher,Iamactuallyaskingyoutomake

thingsrightwithher;justbecauseIamasking

youtomakethingsrightthatdoesn’tmeanI’m

sayingtryplayingdaddybecauseit’salittletoo

latebutallI’msayingisthatasthemanofGod

youclaimtobe,dothingsright.thelastthing

youneedisthingsgoingbadlyforyouall

becauseyoucouldn’tletyourpridedownand

dorightbyyourdaughter.Youcango,wedone

here

Helookedatmeoncebeforegettingupfrom



thechairoppositemeandleaving.Icouldhave

handledthingsdifferentlybutIhandledthemin

amannermomwouldhavehandledthem,that’s

howshehandledherfatherinlawanyway.

WhenhewasgoneIcontinuedwithwhatIgot

paidtodoandthenlateronIwenthomefirst,

weneededtodiscussthisbirthdaything.When

Igothomemomwasintheloungewithher

husbandsittingcosywatchingtv.

Me:MrandMrsBess

Theyturned.

Mom:heybaby,howareyou?

Iwenttokisshercheekandwenttositdown

Dad:heyson.

Me:gottheplacetoyourselves?

Momchuckled

Her:actuallyyeswedo,Iyanagotanapartment

andyourtwinishelpinghermovein



Me:I’msurprisedyounotthere…wait,dad’s

heresoitmakessense

Dad:heh!Iwillkickyouboy

Mom:thisgirlyouwithismakingyou

disrespectfulasoflate

Me:whatgirl?

Mom:don’tplaydumbwithme.Sowhendowe

gettomeether?

Me:thereisnoher.stopbeingnosy.Anywaylet

meleaveyouguystowhateveryoutwowere

doingbeforeIinterrupted

Momanddadbothlaughed.

Mom:hehyaziwenaMelokuhle(youknowwhat

Melokuhle)…

Sheshookherhead

Dad:yoursonissilly.Youruinedhim

Mom:what?No!youdid.

Dad:whatdidIdo?



Me:youguysarenotalone.Justareminder.

Momwhattimeisthisthingtomorrow?

Mom:6pmsharp,don’tbelate

Me:Imakenopromises

Isaidrollingmyeyes.It’snotevensomething

big

Dad:IbumpedintoBashetoday…saidhewas

theretoseeyou

Me:ohyea…

Him:about?

Me:nothingBESSrelated

Him:ohok.

Mom:isYandiswafreetomorrow?I’dlikeherto

comeover

Me:whatisitwithyouandheranyway?

Her:hermothertoldmetokeepaneyeonher

that’sall



Me:right…ofcauseshedid

Mom:whatdidsheeverdotoyou?

Me:nothing.AnywayIshouldgo.TellMahleto

callmewhenshegetsback

Dad:didyoutrycallingher?

Me:countlesstimesbutshe’snotanswering.

Mom:we’lltellher

Me:beforeorafteryoutwoaredonetaking

eachotherdown

IsaidsingingChrisBrownsTakeyoudownand

doingthedancingtogowithitwhilelaughingat

them.Momgotupandstartedchasingme

aroundthelounge,dadjustsattherelaughing

atus.MomandIplayedlikekidsanditwas

verymuchfunfora40-somethingyearoldand

a20-year-old.

Her:I’mgoingtogetyou

Me:geezmomIwasonlyjoking….



Maybenot,webothknowyouguysgetdownto

itaroundthishouse

Isaidlaughingontheothersideoftheroom

andheontheother.Shejustsatdownand

laughedreallyhard.

Mom:I’mdefeated.Damondosomething

Dad:webothknowhe’srighthoney

Dadsaidkissingmom’scheek,shenudgedhim

Him:OUCH!geezwoman

Mom:servesyouright.Derrickisachildandhe

doesnotneedtoknowourbusiness

Me:butIalreadyknowyourbusiness.It’sa

goodthingthatyouguyshaven’tlostthatspark

inyourmarriage,keepitup

Isaidtakingmythingsandwalkingoutwitha

bigsmile.Myparentsweregoals,theirmarriage

wasadream,itwasperfect.Theywereperfect

foreachother.Theyfoughtbutthenextday

theywouldwakeupinamuchdifferentmood



thanlastnight’sandIwantedthat,Ican’t

imaginestayingmadatmywomanfordays.I

gotintomycaranddrovetoYandiswa’splace,I

gottothegateandcalledhertoopenandthenI

drovein.IknockedonthedoorandNitaopened

forme.

Her:HelloMelo

Me:heyNita,howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodandhowareyou?

Me:alsogood,whereisthisgirl?

Her:inherroomorLedi’sIdon’tknow

Me:okthanks,smell’sgood,whatareyou

cooking?

Her:MacandTuna

Me:whatisitthat’ssmellingthisgood?

Her:it’sthetuna.Comesee

Sheopenedthepotformeandshewasright,it

wasthetunaandithadpeppersinitandother



things.Sheclosedit

Me:looksgood.Letmegotothisoneey

Her:sure

IwalkeduptoYandi’sroomandknocked

“comein”….Shesaidfromtheothersideofthe

door.Iopenedandshewaswearingarobe

Me:seriously?

Her:Ijustfinishedshoweringwhenyoucalled

Me:youknowyoucouldhaveshoweredatmy

place

Isaidpullingherclosetomebyherwaist

Her:IknowbutIprefermineanyway

Ikissedher

“geeezgetaroom”

WebothbrokethekissandLediwasstanding

bythedoor

Me:weinitidiot.Everheardofknocking?



Her:I’llknockwhenIstoppayingthebillsinthis

house.FriendIneedyourlaptop

Yaya:inthedraweratthebottom

Ledi:thankyou.Don’tdoanythingIwouldn’tdo

Shesaidgigglingwhilewalkingout.

Me:Ledireallyneedstolearnhowtoknock.

Whatifwewerehavingsex?

Her:thenshewouldseeyourtinyD*

Shesaidlaughing,Isqueezedherass

Me:webothknowthatisn’ttrue.Ifitwasyou

wouldn’tstarethewayyoudowhenI’mnaked

Her:I’mnormallyadmiringthepacksthat’sall

Me:right…sureyouare.Getdressedandlets

go

Her:finedaddy

Ilethergoandspankedherasswhileshe

walkedtoherclosettogogetdressed.She

cameoutwearinglow-cutblackjeans,black



tightvestshowingoffherperfectfigureand

waistandwhiteAdidassneakers.

Me:youlookcute

Her:really?

Me:nonotreally.Wearajacketontopit’sabit

chillyoutside

Her:youareincapableofgivingacompliment

Me:youdon’tneedone.Youalwayslook

beautifulandifIcomplimentedyouonadaily,

I’drunoutofcompliments

Sheblushed.Andwenttowearanudecardigan

andcamebackwithanovernightbagand

handedittome

Her:thankyou

Me:whatever.Aren’tyouspendingthe

afternoonatmyplacetomorrow?

Her:sothatyourstalkerscaneachhaveagoat

me?NothankyouI’mgood



Ichuckled

Me:andthenMissSassypants?What’swith

theattitude?

Her:let’sjustgoalready

ShesaidpullingmyarmtoLedi’sroomandlike

Ledishedidn’tknock,shejustopenedand

walkedin

Yaya:honeyI’mgone,seeyoutomorrow

Her:havefun.

Shesaidfixatedonthescreeninfrontofher,

wewalkedoutandheadeddown.wegottothe

carandIunlockedthedoorssoshecouldgetin

andwedrovetomyplace.Iopenedthedoor

andwewalkedinswitchingthelightson,itwas

after6anyway.

Me:shouldwecookororder?

Isaidgoingupthestairstoputherbagand

mine



Her:I’llcooksomethingwhileyoushowerok?

Me:okbabe.

Itookmyclothesoffandtookanicerefreshing

showerandthenwhenIwasdoneIworeboxers

andwentdowntoYaya,Ihuggedherfrom

behindandkissedherneck.

Me:whatareyoumaking?

Her:boloroni,somethingquick.Pleasegratethe

cheeseforme

Me:andyoucouldn’taskmetostiror

something…anythingbutgrate

Her:nope,gratingisfineforyou

Istartedgratingandtoldheraboutmyday,

leavingoutthepartwhereIsawherdadand

shetoldmeabouthersandthestuntLathitha

pulled.

Me:I’msorry

Her:itsok.Icanhandleher



Me:andyouhandledhergood

WhenIwasdoneshespreadthecheeseover

theboloroniandinsertitintheoventhenwe

wenttochillintheloungetowatchtv.Iwas

layingontopofherwhilesheplayedwithmy

hair.Therewasaknockonthedoorinthe

middleofourchat

Me:whowantswhatnow?!

Her:it’syourplace,gocheck

Igotuptogoanswerthedoorandbeforeme

wasAsemahle.

Her:heybrother

Me:really?AtthistimeAsemahle

Her:aren’tyougoingtoinvitemein?

Me:no!whatdoyouwant?

Her:whoeverthisgirlyouhidingis,shebetter

beworthit

Me:Iwillcallyoutomorrowok?



Her:fine

Shesaidrollinghereyesatme.Withthatshe

turnedaroundandwalkedaway.IknowI’m

rudeormeanorwhateverbutsheandtherest

ofthefamilywillknowaboutYayawhenthe

timeisright.fornow,theymustchill.Iwent

backtoYayaandtoldheritwasmytwin.Later

thatnightweateandwashedthedishes

togetherandthenwenttomyroomwhereshe

gavemetheBESTmassageever.Wellitwas

myfirsteveranditwasamazing,ifthiswas

whatitwaslikehavingagirlfriendthenIwant

tokeepher,Iplantokeepherforgood!After

mymassageIwentdownonherandthenwe

cuddledandfellasleep.LifewasAMAZINGnow

thatYayawasmine!

.
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IwokeupwithMelo’sarmstightlywrapped

aroundme.IwatchedhimlookallsortsofHOT

withhispartedlipsandhisperfectlyshaped

lashes,yeshehadbeautifullonglashes.Evenin

hissleephewaspossessiveofme,itwastoo

cuteifyouaskme.

“quitstaring…itscreepy”

Hesaidmurmuringinhissupersexysleepy

voice

Me:Ican’thelpit

Him:gimmeakiss

Hesaidpouting.Mywordthismanwasdreamy

inalllevels!

Me:eeeuwyouhaven’tevenbrushedyourteeth



Him:Ididn’tsaystickyourtongueinmymouth.

Ijustsaidgivemeakiss,poutingbytheway

Iclickedmytongue

Me:younevertakeabreakhuh?

Him:from?

Me:beingsilly.Youalwaysreadywithacome

back

Him:whendatingyouIhavetobepreparedfor

anything…amIgettingthiskissornot?

Iattemptedtoturnbuthejustheldmetighter

refrainingmefromgivinghimmyback

Me:letgoofme

Him:don’ttellmeyoumad?

Me:nope,butletgoofme

Him:yousocutewhenyoupouting

Hesaidwithasmirkonhisface,Icouldn’thelp

butblush.Hedideverythingeffortlessly,simple

meaninglesswordscomingfromhismouth



mademeblush,howdidhedoit?it’snotrocket

sciencethat’sforsure.Whatwasitabout

Melokuhlethatgavemebutterfliesinmy

stomach?

Me:shutup

Him:lookatyoublushing.EvenifIsaidscrew

you,you’dstillblush

Me:don’ttrymeMelokuhleBess!

Him:youdon’tlistenhuh?!

Ishookmyheadwithasmirk.Heflippedus

overandhewasontopofme,Icouldliterally

feelhiserectDagainstmypelvicbone.

Him:youfeelthat?

Me:nope.Whatisit?

Him:that’sparadise.

Icrackedupinlaughter

Me:youcallyourD*ckparadise?

Isaidstilllaughing



Him:no!buttoyouitwillbethedayyougeta

tasteofit

Me:Iwouldn’tcountonit

Him:don’ttestmeYandiswa

Iwasabouttorespondwhenhestartedkissing

me,hiskissdidthingstomenohumanshould

beallowedtodo.Imeanakisslikethathadto

beillegal.Iwaswetjustfromhiskiss.We

kissedforawhileandthenhewentdowntomy

neck

Him:stilldon’twanttokissme

Me:shutupandjustdoyourthing

Iwassohornyit’snotevenfunny.Ican’t

rememberthelasttimeIeverhadsex!He

chuckledandcontinuedkissingmethenhe

tookmyt-shirt-wellhist-shit-offofmeandthen

hewentontosuckonmyboobs.Eachkiss

mademecravehim,itmademewanthimmore

andmorebutMelokuhlewaspatient,hewas



takinghissweetprecioustimewithme.Ikept

lettingoutslightmoanshereandthere,hewent

ondowntomystomachandfinallyreachedmy

verywetlacepanties.Hechuckled

Him:somebodyseemsready

Iflushed.Thelookinhiseyes,thathungerthey

portrayedonlymademewanthimthrobbing

deepinsideofme.Hetookmypantiesoff

slowlythenthrewthemsomewhereintheroom.

HewentontostickonefingerandIflinched-it’s

beenmonthsok?!-hesuckedonmyclitwhile

rubbingitwithhisthumbandhisindexfinger

goinginandout.Icouldfeelmyorgasmbuild

up,mytoescurlingwhileIclangedontothe

sheetsbitingmylowerlip.

Me:M-E-L-O

IscreamedhisnameasIorgasmed,hecame

upandkissedme.Igrabbedonhishairwhile

kissinghimback,Iwantedhiminsideofmebut

hewasn’tbudgingatall.TypicalMelokuhle.He



brokethekissandsmiled

Him:I’mgoingtobelateforwork,comelet’sgo

andshower

Ilookedathimwiththat“areyouserious?”look

buthewasn’tfazedatall.

Me:what?

Him:itsfineI’llgoshoweraloneandthenyou

cancomedropthekeyatworkorI’llfetchif

whenIcomefetchyou…it’sreallyuptoyou

Hegotoffme.Melokuhlejustmademecum

buthewasn’tdoinganythingaboutit?whatis

wrongwiththisguy?Hedidn’tevenwaitformy

response,hewalkedtohisbathroomandleft

methereonhiskingsizebedlostforwords.I

decidedtogetupbecauseclearlyhemeant

business.Iheadedtothebathroomandhewas

standingbythesinkbrushinghisteeth,Itook

mytoothbrushandjoinedhim.Iwasnakedand

hewasstillinhisboxers.Whenhewasdone,he

tookthemoffandwentinsidetheshowerand



turnedthetapon,whenIwasfinishedIgot

insidetojoinhim.hecan’tjustteasemewith

hisDandleavemehanging.Itsmeanifyouask

me!Ihuggedhimfrombehind

Him:whataboutyourhair?

Me:whataboutit?

Him:wontitshrinkorsomething?

Me:Idon’tcare

Ijustnoddedanddidn’tsayanything.Myhands

madetheirwaydowntohisDwhilehewashed,

hewasn’tpayinganyattentiontome.hedidn’t

eventurntolookatme,IcouldfeelhisDor

shouldIsay“paradise”gethardbythesecond

asIplayedwithit

Him:don’tstartsomethingyouwon’tfinish

Yandiswa

Me:whosaidIwon’tfinishit?

Ikeptstrokinghimandheturnedaroundwith

thatlookofhunger.



Him:youareplayingwithfire

Me:no,I’mplayingwithparadise

Him:yousureyouwanttodothis?

Me:whatdoyoumeanamIsure?Youcan’tjust

teasemeMelokuhleandnotgivemethis

Isaidwithmyhandstillplayingwithit.I

grabbedmyassandpickedmeupandpinned

meagainsttheshowertiles

Him:Yandiswaareyousure?

Me:yes,Melokuhle

Hekissedmeandtriedtoinserthimself,I

flinched

Him:Idon’twanttohurtyou.Istillneedyou

abletowalkinthoseheelstonight

Hewasserious.Hewashard,buthewasn’t

givingmethisDthateverygirlkeepscoming

backfor.

Him:Yayalookatme



Iwaspouting,Iwasn’thappyatall.

Him:comeondon’tfrown.Whenthetimeis

rightwewillhavelotsofsexok?somuchthat

youwillhateme

Iwasstillpouting.HekissedmebutIdidn’t

respond

Him:I’moutofoptions.Whatdoyouwantme

todo?

Me:whywon’tyouhavesexwithme

Heputmedown.

Him:whatmakesyouthinkIdon’twanttohave

sexwithyou?

Me:becauseIamstandinginfrontofyou

nakedbutyoudon’tdoanythingaboutit,yougo

downonmealmosteverytimeIspendthenight

herebutstillnothing

Him:oralsexisstillsexYaya

Ishookmyhead



Me:Idon’tjustwantoralMelokuhle

Him:youthinkIdon’twanttohavesexwithyou?

YandiswaI’vebeenwantingtohavesexwith

youfromtheminuteIwalkedinonyounakedin

yourroomonthe16thofNovember.

Me:thenwhyhaven’twehadanysex,we’ve

beendatingfortwoweeks’now

Him:exactly,we’veonlybeendatingfortwo

weeksandIdon’twanttorushyouinto

anything.IloveyouYandiswaandIdon’twant

ustohavethoserelationshipswhereitsonly

aboutsexandnothingelse.Younotarandom

girlYandiswaandIdon’twanttotreatyoulike

one.Thatpussyisspecialanditdeservestobe

treatedlikeaqueen

Icouldn’thelpbutblush.OnlyMelokuhlewould

complementavagina.

Him:there’sthatsmileIlovesomuch.Ihate

seeingyoufrown



Me:okIwon’tfrown

Him:youpromise?

Me:Ipromise

Him:pinkieswear

HesaidholdinguphispinkiefingerandIlocked

mineintohisandthenwebrokeit.heplanteda

kissonmylipsleavingmesmilinglikeanidiot.

Him:sowhatwillyoubedoingtoday?

Me:Idon’tknowreally,LediandIwillprobably

goshoppingfortheperfectgiftforyou

Him:Ialreadyhavetheperfectgiftandshe’s

standingrightinfrontofme

Igiggledlikea5-year-old.

Me:quitit.stopmakingmefeelallsortsofway

Him:youmygirl.yousupposetofeelallsorts

ofways

Me:let’sgetoutherebeforeyougetintrouble

forbeinglate



Him:I’mtheboss’sson

Me:stilldoesn’tgiveyoutheright

Him:fine.Let’sgetoutthen

Wegotoutoftheshowerandhetookabig

towelandwipedmethenhewipedhimselfand

webothwalkedoutoftheroomnaked.Iwas

completelyfreearoundMelokuhle;hedidsee

mybodyevenbeforewestarteddatingnow.I

tookhisphoneandtooksomeselfiesonhis

nicemirroronthewallandhecametostand

rightbehindmeandmademetakesomemore.

Me:youaregoingtobelate

Him:thenputsomethingonandstop

distractingme

Irolledmyeyesandwenttowrapatowel

aroundmybodywhilehewenttosearchfor

briefstowear.Icouldn’tresisttakingpictures

ofhim,hehadahotbodyandIwasa

photographersoitwasonlyfittingthatItake



pictures

Him:stoptakingpicturesofme

Me:yougoingtolovethemwhenI’mdonewith

themIswear

Him:theybetterstayhidden

Me:butIneedsomeofthemformyportfolio

Him:I’mnotappearingnakedonyourportfolio

Me:ofcauseyouwon’tbenaked,you’re

wearingbriefsandthepictureswon’tbethat

clearyouknow

Him:Iwanttoseethemfirst

Me:fine…relaxwouldyou!

Heshookhisheadandwentinhisclosetto

searchforsomethingtowear,Idecidedtohead

downtomakeuscerealsandthenIwentup

withthebowlstohisroom.Hehatesbringing

bowlsuptohisroombuthe’scometolivewith

itbecauseIdon’tlisten.Iputthebowelsonthe



smalltableinthemiddleofhisroomandthen

madethebed,whenIwasdoneIlotionedmy

body,hewalkedindressedinagreyperfectly

fittedsuitwithadarkgreytieandawhiteshirt.I

wasliterallydroolingoverhim.

Him:youdrooling

Iclosedmymouth.

Me:whatdoyouexpectwhenyoulooklikethis?!

Him:it’snotforyouMissy!

Me:thenwhoisitfor?Patricia

Isaidtryingtospitehimbuthedidn’tgivemea

chance,heflatlyignoredmeandspokeof

somethingelsewhileIfinishedupandgot

dressedIalooselyhangingpinkdressanda

sandal.

Him:momsaidifIbumpedintoyouIshould

inviteyouoverfordinner

Me:butI’malreadygoingwithyou.How’sthis

goingtoworkout?



Him:leavethattome

Hesaidwithhisfacenotgivingawayanything.

Hewassittingonanottomaninhisroomeating

ourfavouritecereal,Iwenttositontheother

oneandatemine.WhenwewerebothdoneI

packedupmythingswhilehewenttowashour

dishes.Yes,Idon’tleaveanythinginhisplace,

notevenatoothbrushoranearring.WhenIwas

doneIheadeddownwithallhisthingsandI

foundhimtalkingonthephone.

Him:stayawayfromher!

.
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34-Melo

Yayasulkingoversexisverycuteifyouaskme.

It’snotthatIdon’twanttohaveanywithher

justyetbutdadtoldmetoslowthingsdown

withthisoneifIwanttokeepher,Iaskedhim

foradvicethisonetimeandheoncetoldme

thatsomegirlsareworththewaitandYayais

worththewait.Idon’twanttoforcethiswhole

thing,yesIcraveherbutIwanttodothings

right.WhatLathithadidwaschildish!Yes,I

calledherandsheistheoneIwastalkingto

overthephone.

“Readytogo?”

SaidYayawiththemostadorabletoneanda

smilestandingbythebottomofthestairs.

Me:yeah,let’sgo

Iwenttotakethethingsfromherhandandthen

shelockedupandwewalkeddowntomycar.

Her:whattimeareyoucomingouttoday?



Me:it’sahalf-dayactually.I’llbeoutat2pmand

thenyouaregoingtocomehelpmepickan

outfit

Her:butyoudressupnicelyallonyourown

Me:IknowbutIwanttoseeifyoucandress

yourmanup…

Isaidrubbingherhand

Her:uhhhhm….We’llsee

Me:thatisnotconvincingatall…shouldIbe

worried?

Her:yeahyoushould

Shesaidlaughing

Me:IhavealotIneedtoteachyou!

WegottoherplaceandIstoppedrightoutside,

Iwasn’tlateforworkoranythinglikethat.

Me:bereadywhenIgetoutofwork

Her:asinbedressedfortheoccasionortogo

toyourplace



Me:youknowwhatImean.I’llcallyouwhenI

leavetheofficesothatyoudressedwhenIget

here

Her:fine

Shesaidrollinghereyes.

Her:seeyoulaterthen

Shekissedmycheekandattemptedopening

thecarbutitwaslocked,Ican’thelpbutfeel

likesomethingwasbotheringher.IknowIdon’t

knowherthatwellbutIthinkIwouldknow

whensomethingwasbotheringmine.

Me:iseverythingok?

Her:yes,why?

Me:youseemabitquietandthat’sunlikeyou

Her:nothing’sbotheringme.yougoingtobe

lateforwork

Me:Iratherbelateforworkthen.Tellme

what’sbotheringyou?Isitstillthesexthing?



Sheshookherhead.

Me:thenwhatisit?

Her:Iheardyoutalkingonthephoneearlier

Ofcause.WhyamInotsurprised?

Me:howmuchdidyouhear?

Her:youtellingwhoevertostayawayfrom

whoever

Ichuckled.Shepouted,thisonewasdefinitely

likemymom.shejustdoesn’tlikebeingkeptin

thedark.

Me:IwastalkingtoLathitha.Idon’tlikewhat

shedid,shewasaone-nightstandandthat’sas

farasitgoes.Shehadnorighttoconfrontyou

Her:thisismylifenowMelokuhle.Theseare

thekindsofpeopleI’llprobablybedealingwith

attimes

Me:peopleyoudon’thavetodealwith

Yandiswa.Youdidn’tsignupforsomegirl



drama,youjustgotintoarelationshipwithme.

Her:gettingintoarelationshipwithyoucomes

withtheseperksMelokuhle

Me:noitdoesn’t.looknoneofmyflingshave

everbotheredanyoneI’mwithortheyseeme

withbecausetheyunderstoodwhattheywere

gettinginto.Lathithaismessedup,Idon’tknow

whatherproblemisbutIwillhandleher.the

lastthingIneedisyouhavingtofightoffthese

girlsIhadflingswith.it’snotfaironyou.

Shenodded.Iputmyhandbehindherneckand

pulledherinforakiss,sherespondedtoit.she

brokeitafterawhile

Her:yougoingtobelate

Me:butarewegoodthou?

Shesmiledandnodded,hersmileseemed

genuinemakingmesmiletoo.

Her:MelokuhleIloveyouandIamwillingto

fightoffallthesegirlsifIhavetojustaslongas



I’mwithyou

Didshejusttellmeshelovesme???AmI

hearingthingsordidYandiswaGxabajustsay

shelovesme?Ismiledandlookedather

Her:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:youjustsaidyoulovemeforthefirsttime

Her:yourpoint?

Me:really?Youreallydon’tknowhowtostayin

themomentdoyou?

Her:likeyou,Ihaveathingforruiningthe

perfectmoment

Me:Idon’truinsuchcuteromanticmoments.

YouaretheworstMafaku!

Shesmiled

Me:whyareyousmiling?

Her:youcalledmebymyclanname

Shesaidwiththewidestsmile.Whatisitwith

yougirlsandbeingcalledbyyourclanname?



what’ssoexcitingaboutthewholething?Iam

soconfusedbyreally.

Me:uhhhmIwon’tevengetintodetailwithyou

onthis.Byebaby,I’llseeyouafterwork.

Ikissedheronthelipsandthenunlockedthe

door

Her:enjoyyourday

Me:youtoo

ShegotoffandIdroveofftowork.Turnsdad’s

meetingshavebeenoutsideoftheofficethe

wholeoftodaywhichmeantIwouldonlybe

seemingthisevening.Igotavisitfrommytwin.

Her:helloMelo

Me:heytwinny,howareyou?

Her:whowasthegirlyouwerewithlastnight?

Me:manI’mgoodtoothanks

Her:ohpleasedon’tplaywithme.whoisshe?

Me:Idon’tknowwhatorwhoyoutalkingabout



Her:isitKate?

Me:Itoldyoushedumpedme

Her:thenwhoisshe?Justgivemeanameand

asurnameoranydetailIcanuse

Me:useforwhat?

Her:Facebook

Me:allyouneedtoknowisthatsheisbeautiful

withthewordbeautifulinboldandincapital

lettersbytheway

Her:doIknowher?

Me:where’sthefunintellingyou?

Her:comeonMeloplease

Me:sowhenareyougettingaboyfriend?

Her:soyoureallynotgoingtotellmeanything

abouther?

Ishookmyheadwithasmirk,Iknowthatme

smirkingwouldonlyannoyheranditworked



Her:fine!Idon’thaveaboyfriendandIdon’t

wantone

Me:why?

Her:youyourselftoldmenevertodatethese

boys,theymightjustbelikeyou

Icouldn’thelpbutlaughatthat.

Me:ouch!andhereIamtryingtochangeforthe

better

Her:thisgirlisworkingmiraclesIswear.Even

Godwasunabletoworkthesekindsofmiracles

onyouMelo

Me:whatcanIsay,lovechangespeople

Her:didyoujustsay“love”?

Shesaidquotingthewordinairquotes

Me:whatever

Her:I’mproudactually.Despiteeverythingbut

I’mgladyoufinallyhaveagirlyouloveand

seemstoloveyoubackjudgingbyhowhappy



youarelately.I’mreallyhappyforyoubrother

andIhopeyouguystreateachotherwelland

mywordIPRAYthatyouguysstaytogether.

Don’tmessthisup,Idon’tcarewhopissesyou

offorsayswhatjustdon’tmessthisoneup

Melo

Me:geeez,youmakeitsoundlikeI’msomesort

ofscrewup

Her:relationship-wiseyouarebutI’mgivingyou

thebenefitofthedoubtwiththisone.

Inodded.Shereallywasproudofmeandhappy

formewhichmeantIwasdoinggoodandwith

thewayYayawas,Ithinkit’ssafetosayIhad

thiswholerelationshipthingfiguredoutafterall

andIwasperformingwellatit.Wecontinuedto

talkforawhileandthenIaccompaniedherto

hercar.Yes,theparentshadgivenherallofher

keysandshewasbacktobeingindependent

again.

.



.

****Laterafterwork****

IleftworklaterthanIshouldhave,BESS

decidedtothrowmeasurprisepre-party.After

thepartyatworkIwenttogoandfetchYayaat

herplaceandthenwedroveofftomine.Wegot

tomyplaceandbothtookashowerthenwe

changedintoouroutfitsforthefamilyand

friendsthingheldatthemansion.Shewas

wearingablackkneelengthopendressthat

hadsomethinglikeachoker-it’sactuallyprettier

thanitsounds-withapairofredheels.Iworea

blackfittedsuitwitharedbowtieandblackred

bottomformalshoes.Ihadjustfinishedtying

myshoelaceswhenshewalkedoutofthe

bathroomwithhercleanmakeupandherhair

tiedupinaknitbunatthetopofherhead.I

lookedatherfromheadtotoe,Iwasliterally

droolingoverhowgoodshelooked.

Her:uhhmhowdoIlook?



Icouldseeherlipsmovingbutmymindwason

howhotshelooked,mycousinwasgoingtohit

onhernodoubt.Ifnothimthenmyfriends,well

businessassociatesweregoingtohitonherall

night.Ihadtodosomethingabouthow

STUNNINGshelooked.

Her:Melo?

Me:yes,babe?

Her:howdoIlook?

Hercamerawassittingonthebednexttome.

shehastaughtmeathingortwoabouttaking

theperfectpicture.Shewasstandinginfrontof

themirroradmiringhowgoodshelooked.And

dareIsayshewasperfection!

Me:youlookbeautiful

Thewordsjustslippedrightoutofmymouth.I

tookhercameraandtookpicturesofher,she

startedposingformeasIshoweredherwith

complimentsleftrightandcentre.



Her:come,yourturnnow

Me:usemyphone

Her:afterItakeafewwithmycamera

Therewasnofightingwithher,Ialwayslether

winanyway.Ilethertakethepicturesandshe

mademeposeeverynowandthen,itwastiring

butIdiditanywaycomplainingevery2seconds.

Me:wegoingtobelate

Her:youtheguestofhonour,youandyourtwin

soyouallowedtobe

Ichuckledandflashedherasmilewhichshe

captured.Shetookafewshortswithmyphone

andthenwetookafewmoretogetherbefore

leavingtheflat.Itwas10to6already.Idrove

offtomyparent’splace.Igotintheyardand

parkedmycar,thestreetwaspackedwithnice

carswhichmeantthiswasn’tanintimate

gathering.TrustMrsBesstogoallout.Igotout

ofthecarandwenttoopenherdoorforher



thenputmyarmupforhertohookherarminto

mine

Her:whataboutyourmom?

Me:whatabouther?

Shelookedatmeconfused.Wewalkedinand

greetedafewbusinessassociatesandthenI

wenttofindmyparentsbutbumpedintoIyaon

myway.

Her:Heyhandsome

ShesaidhuggingmemakingmeletgoofYaya

Me:hellosister.

Ibrokethehug

Me:howareyou?

Sherespondedlookingattheeversobeautiful

Yayanexttome.

Her:I’mgood.YayayoulookBEAUTIFUL!How

areyou?

Yaya:thankyou,I’mgoodthanksandhoware



you?Youlookjustasbeautifulbytheway

Her:thanks.

Me:anyideawheretheparentsare?

Iya:theybypoolmingling.Why?

IjustlookedatherandtookYaya’shandinto

mineandleftIyastandingthere.Wewalkedout

tothepoolandspottedthemtalkingtoLinda’s

mom.

Me:mom,dad,MrsMbira

Mom:heybaby,heyYandi

MrsMbira:heyDerrick

Theybothkissedmeonthecheek,thenboth

greetedYandiswa

Dad:son,Yandiswa

Webothshookhishand.

Me:mom,dadandMrsMbirameetmy

girlfriendYandiswaGxaba



.
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Anormalgirlfriendwouldbeexcitedtobe

introducedtotheparentsbutnotYandiswa

Gxaba.Iwasn’tfazed,theintrowasalittletoo

soon.Couldn’thehavebeenalittlebitpatient?I

wasstunnedifyouaskme,Ireallydidn’texpect

thattohappen.Itsonlybeentwoweeks!

Ama:soyouthereasonhehasn’tbeensleeping

homelately

Ifakedashysmile.Thiswasoverwhelmingfor

me.Meloshouldnothavedonethat,alittle



warningwouldhavebeenmuchappreciated.

Dad:I’mgladhefinallycametohissense

Him:geezdad

MrsMbira:she’sawonderfulgirlthisone,keep

her

Him:Iplantodonothingless.Uhhmguysmay

wepleasebeexcused

Mom:I’mgladyoutwoareathingbytheway

Shesaidwiththatcharmingsmile,Ireturneda

coldone.Hereallytookmebysurprise.We

walkedinsidethehouseandwebumpedinto

Ase

Ase:andwhereareyoutwoofftohandinhand?

Sheaskedwiththatsmileofhersthatsaysalot.

Him:wewillbebackin5minutesMel

Her:uhhmok

IjustsmiledatherandwalkedbehindMeloto

whereIamassumingwashisroom,wewalked



upthestairsandheadedtothesecondroom

andbythelooksofthingsIwasright,wewere

inhisroom.

Him:Iknowyoumad.ButYandiswaIhadtoo,I

couldn’tkeeppretendinganymore

Ilookedathimtemptedtoslaphimbutalso

temptedtopinhimonthedoorandkisshim.its

cutebutitsscarybecauseitsbadenoughthat

hismomadoresmeandnowthis?really?That

womanisasweetheart,butthisistoomuch.

Him:pleasesaysomething.yellatmeorslap

meorsomething.justanything

Ilookedathimforsometime.

Me:alittleheadsupmaybe?

Him:Iknowyoudon’tbelievemebutIdidn’t

planthis,Iwasn’tplanningwhatIdidoutthere,

itjusthappenedok?andIamsorry

Me:itsnotthatIhatewhatyoudidbutMeloI

wasn’tready,we’veonlybeentogetherfor2



weeks

Him:so?Yandiswadoyounotbelieveinus?

Me:what?

Him:youkeepremindingmethatwe’veonly

beentogetherfortwoweeksasifyouhave

otherplans

Me:Idon’thaveotherplansMelo,youyourself

saidyouwantedtotakethingsslowandthat’s

howIwouldlikethingstobe.Slow

Him:sowhatexactlyareyousayingYandiswa

becauseIamsoconfusedrightnow

Me:thelastthingIwantedwastoarguewith

youMelo.Whatsdoneisdonealready,next

timepleasejustkeepthingsatareasonable

pace

Henodded,hisnodwasn’tasassuringthoughit

wasalmostasifhewasscaredorworried

aboutsomething.Icuppedhisfaceandlooked

deepintohiseyes



Me:lookintroducingmewontmakestay,

waitingformonthstohavesexwontmakeme

stayeither.MypointisIamwithyoubecauseI

wanttobewithyouandnotbecauseof

everythingyounot.IloveyouMelokuhlefor

whoyouareandnotwhoyoutrytobe.I

understandthatyouwanttodothings

differentlywithmebutsomethingswontwork

asyouwishtheywouldok?

Henodded.Ipulledhisfaceintomineand

kissedhiscutelipsandhelookedatmeand

smiled.

Him:Ihearyou.Yousaidsomethingaboutnot

havingtowait

Hesaidgrabbingmyass

Me:heypeoplearewaitingonyou

Him:letthemwait

Hesaidrollingmydressupandpickingmeup,I

couldn’thelpbutgiggleasheledmetohisbed



Me:thedoor

IsaidinbetweenthekissbutMelowasn’t

hearingme.Ipulledawayfromthekissandhe

lookedatmealmostannoyedandhegotoff

andwenttoclosethedoor.Yesweweregoing

tohavesexunderhisparentsroof.Hecame

backandhekissedmepassionatelywhile

takingmydressoffgentlyaspossible,theway

hetouchedmewasasifhewashandlinga

delicateflower.Eachkisssentchillsdownmy

spineandeachtouchdidthingstome.Istill

don’tknowhowhediditbutDAMN!Hewenton

totakemyunderwearoffandthenwentonto

takemybraoffandthenstuckhisfingerinand

outwhilekissingme.Whenhewasdoneandhe

wassurethatIwaswetenoughhetookouta

condomandslippeditonthentriedinserting

himselfbuttonoluck,helookedatme

Him:shouldIstop?

Ishookmyhead



Hetriedagainbutstillnothing,hetookthe

condomoffandtriedinsertinghimselfagain,it

wassopainfulhewantedtostopbutIwasnot

havingthat.I’vebeenwantingthismanfora

everylongtimenowandIwasfinallygetting

him,mycookieneededtostopactinglikeabrat!

Iwasthepersistentonemorethanhewas,

eventuallyhesucceededanddareIsayI

screamedashewentin,luckilyhislipswere

smashedintominetorefrainmefrommaking

noise.Whatstartedoffpainfulendedupin

pleasure,Icamebeforehepulledout,hetooka

towelandwipedusbothclean.Hecameback

andlaidbesidemewhilerestinghisheadonhis

handandwatchingme.hesmiledatmeplayed

withmywellshapedeyebrows.Hechuckled.

Me:what?

Him:nothing

Hesaidwithasmile.

Me:what?



Him:ididn’tthinkyouhaditinyou

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Hegotupandstartedgettingdressed.You

knowMeloisabouttosaysomethingsillywhen

hekeepslaughingandnotreallysayingwhat

he’sthinkingofsayingreally.Hewasalready

standingbythebathroomdoor.

Him:youwentfromkeyholetothegreathole

ofKimberly

Ihadnoresponse,hewasinstitchesof

laughterandsowasI,howdidhecomeupwith

thesebombs?Melokuhlewasgoingstraightto

hellnodetourorwhatsoever!Idon’tthinkIhave

metanyonesillierthanhewas.Thisguyjust

keptdroppingthesebombs.Igotupandlooked

formyunderwearandthenworemydress,I

hadnoresponseforMelokuhle.Iwastired

actually.Hecamebackandheworehissuit

andshoes,yeswegotcarriedaway;Ifixedmy

hairintothewayitwasbeforeMelohappened



andhefixedhis.Meloreallytoremeupandit

wasonlyoneround.Whenweweredone

gettingdressedwewalkedoutandheaded

downstairs.WemetAseontheway

Her:wheredidyouguysdisappearoffto?

Welookedateachotherandsmiled.

Ase:Itakeitweongoodterms?

Sheaskedwithasmile,welookedateachother

andnoddedlikelittlekids.

Him:nowifyoudon’tmind

Me:Iloveyourdressbytheway.

Her:thankyou,Iloveyours.Youyourselflook

amazing

Me:thankyou,Ihadtomakeanimpression

IsaideyeingMelo

Him:uhhhmseeminglyI’mnotneededhere.

Seeyouaround

Hesaidkissingmycheekandthenhewalked



awayfromus

Her:okwhatamImissing?YouandMelohated

eachothersgutsjustlastweekandnowhe’s

kissingyourcheek?Didthedeviltakea

vacationorsomething?

Ilookedatherandlaughed

Me:what?No!itwasallanact,itsbeenanact

forthepasttwoweeks

Her:huh?

Me:todayheintroducedmetoyourmom,dad

andMrsMbiraashisgirlfriend

Her:waitsoyouthegirlthatwasathisplace

yesterdayorthatnightIwenttoseehim?

Inoddedwithasmile.Shelookedatmewith

thewidestsmile

Her:soIyawasrightallalong?

Ilookedawaywithasmile

Her:youguysaresosly!



Sheplayfullyhitmyshoulderandweboth

laughed

Me:IwantedtotellyoubutatthesametimeI

didn’twanttotellyoujustyet,Iwaswaitingon

yourbrothertosharethenewswithyouguys

Her:arghthatonedoesn’tshare

Shesaidrollinghereyes

Me:wellIwasn’tready,Istillwasn’treadyfor

today’sintroductionbutithappenedandtheres

nothingIcouldhavedoneaboutit

Isaidshrugging

Her:that’smybrother,fullofsurprises

Me:I’mstartingtoseethat

Her:butareyouhappywithhim?

Me:yesIam

Isaidwiththemostwidestsmile.Iwashappy

withmyman,thiswasliketherelationshipI’ve

onlyeverwishedfor.ThislifeIwaslivingwas



lifeI’veonlyeverseeninmoviesorreadaboutit

inbooks.Iwascontent.

Her:aaaahI’msohappyforyou.I’mgladyou

happywithmybrother,I’mnotgoingtotryand

convinceyouofanythingbutIcanseesome

changeinhim.Youthechangehe’sbeen

needinginhislife

ShesaidsmilingandIsmiledback.I’mglad

thatIwaschangingMelo,scarybutexcitingtoo.

Wecontinuedchattingandthenweheaded

down,theirfatherandmothermadeaspeech

andwishedtheirchildrena“happybirthday”and

thentheycutsomecakeandpeoplemingled.I

waschillingwithhissistersandLindabecause

theyweretheonlypeopleIknewohandLinda’s

cousinsister.Linda’scousinsisterandwerein

thekitchenpouringdrinksfortheothergirls

Me:Inevergotyourname

Her:itsSinothandoBashe,youare?

Me:YandiswaGxaba.Wait,Bashe?



Iwasconfused.

Me:Idon’tmeantobeforwardbutwhoisyour

father?

Her:ThandoBashe…why?

“whatareyoutwolookalikestalkingabout?”

Melosaidhuggingmefrombehindandkissing

mycheek.IlookedatherandNO!wedidnot

lookalike,wemayhaveafewresemblances

butthat’sasfarasitgoes.HerThandocant

possiblybemyThando,wecantpossiblyshare

afather.

Us:wedon’tlookalike

Wesaidatthesametime,Melojustlaughedat

us

Him:riiiight…readytoleave?

Me:already?

Him:youstillwanttostay

Inodded



Him:30moreminutesandweleave

Me:don’tyoulikebeinghome?

Him:Ilovebeinghome,butIlovebeingwithyou

evenmore

Hesaidkissingmycheek,Sinocoughed

signallingherpresenceintheroom

Him:closeyoureyeswena

Her:whatever.I’llbeoutside

Me:WEwillbeoutside

Isaidtakingtheotherdrinksandlefthim

standingthereandfollowedSino

Me:pleasetakemynumber,Ifeellikeweneed

totalk

Her:uhhmwhenIgettomyphonethen

Me:great.

Wegottothegirlsandgavethemtheirdrinks

thenwecontinuedtalkingaboutsomegirlstuff.

After30minutesonthedotMelocameandsat



ontopofme

Iya:rubitinMelo

Him:aintmyfaultyourassissingle

Me:andIdidn’tsignupforthis,getupoffme

Him:NOPE!I’llgetupwhenyouhavesaidyour

goodbyes

Irolledmyeyesandthegirlslaughed,instead

ofsavingmetheylaughingatme…ouch!Isaid

mygoodbyestothemandthehegotupas

promised.Wewenttofindhisparentstosay

ourgoodbyes.

Mom:youguysareleavingalready?

Him:yeah,she’stiredmomsheneedsher

beautysleep

Dad:riiiight.Anywayhappybirthdayagainson

andwewillseeyouatbreakfast

Him:breakfast?

Mom:yeahbreakfastat8amsharp



Him:huh?what?!

Dad:nogettingoutofthisone

Him:fine

Mom:youtooYandiswa

Ilookedather,Ithinkshockwaswrittenallover

myface

Her:don’tlookatmelikethat.Weexpecttosee

youtootomorrow

Me:yesMa

Shepulledmeinforahugandwhispered“take

careofhimplease”thenshebrokethehugand

smiledmakingmesmilerightbackather.We

saidourgoodbyestohisparentsandthenwe

walkedouttohiscaranddroveofftohisplace.

.

.
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GuysIamsorrythisisonlycomingnow,Ionly



gottomylaptoptodaylateandIhadtowaitfor

ittochargebeforeIcouldtypeaninsert.Iam

sodrained,thenextonewillcometomorrow.I

amsorryfortheinconveniences.
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Wegottomyplaceandweheadedupwith

YayastrippingherclothesofflayerbylayerasI

walkedbehindherpickingthemup.Yayaisa

cleanpersonandI’maneatfreak,shelikesto

dothingsthatwillannoyme.likebringingfood

uptotheroomorleavingclotheslyingaround

justtogettomeortomakemetalk.Thethings

wedobecauseofthesegirlfriends.Wegotto

myroomandshewasalreadyleftwithherbra

andunderwearwithherhairuntied-wellshe

untiedittheminutewegottothecar-.



Her:canIgetamassagebeforewesleep?

Me:thattired?

Her:heelsarenochild’splaybabe.

Me:Itoldyoutogowiththelesshighones

Her:NaledisortofwarnedmeifIcanputitthat

way

Me:warnedyouaboutwhat?

Her:shesaidwhatifyouintroducedmetoyour

parents,Ineededtomakeaneverlasting

appearance

Ilookedatherandjustchuckled.Wasshe

serious?

Me:myparentshavemetyoubeforeona

numberofoccasionsYaya

Her:yes,butnotasyourgirlfriend

Me:right…Ineedashower

Isaidtakingmyclothesoffandwewentto

showertogether.Wehadasteamysession



whichwefinishedintheroom.SexwithYaya

wasAMAZING!HowcouldIeverleavethat?

Shewasflexibletoowhichwasanextraplus.

Bythetimeweweredonewewereboth

breathingheavilyanddrained.Ipulledhertomy

chestandkissedherforehead.

Her:youareasexaddict!

Me:saysthepersonwhowasjustontopofme

Shehitmeonmychest

Her:doyouevernothaveananswer?

Me:nope!

Her:ofcausenot.whyamIevenasking?!

Shesaidyawning.

Me:letssleepbabe

ShenoddedandIpulledtheblanketupoverus

andwefellasleepinstantly.Iwokeupto

someoneplayingwithmyface,ifyouknowthat

thingbabiesdototheirmomwhenshe’s



sleepingbyputtingtheirtinyhandsalloverthe

mom’sface,wellthat’swhatYandiswawas

doing.

Her:wakeup

Itriedopeningmyeyes.

Me:howareyouupthisearly?

Isaidopeningmyeyesyawning.

Her:there’sbreakfastwithyourparentsat8so

let’sgoshower

Me:whattimeisit?

Ireallydidn’twanttowakeupbutifIdidn’t,Mrs

Besswasgoingtorockupatmyplaceand…

wellyouknowhowmotherscanget.

Her:itsquarterpast6.Solet’sgowash

Me:letmecallherfirst,don’tevenknowwhere

wehavingthisbreakfastofhers

Shehandedmemyphoneonhersideofthe

table,Idialledmom’snumberanditrangfora



whilebeforesheanswered.

//Me:morningmom

Her:morningbaby,howareyou?

Me:goodandyourself?

Her:I’mgreat.so…youandYandiswa

Me:whataboutmeandYandiswa?

Yayalookedatme

Her:howlong?

Me:twoweeksagowhenshewashospitalized

Her:andyouonlytoldusyesterday…

Me:itwasunplannedmomplusyoutoldmeto

bringmygirlfriend

Her:IexpectedKateorsomeone

Me:ItoldyouKatedumpedme

Her:yeahbutIthoughtyouguyshadpatched

thingsup…youknow

Me:nahmomwedidn’t.



Her:I’mgladthough.Yandiswaisagoodchild,

sheremindsmeofmyselfwhenIwasaround

herage

Me:allright.let’shavethisconversationsome

othertimemom.weneedtoshowerandgo

fetchhersomeclothesatherplace

Her:sleepoversalready?Youguysmovefast

Me:momdon’tok.pleasejustdon’t

Her:what?I’mjustsaying.Melo

Me:mom

Her:treatthatchildwell,shewilltakeyou

places

Me:hahahaI’malreadygoingplaces

Her:youthinkyourfathergottowhereheis

nowbyhimself?

Me:ofcausenot

Her:exactly.Onedayyou’llrememberthis,me

tellingyoutotreatherrightbecauseatsome



pointinyourlifeitwillpayoff

Me:thanksmom.sotherealreasonIcalled

wastoaskwherewehavingthisbreakfast

Her:hereathome

Me:reallymom?

Her:yes.Wehavingbreakfasthereathome

Me:yes,ma’am.Byefornow

Her:byebaby.Happybirthday

Me:yeahthanks,youtoo//

Shelaughedatmemakingmelaughtooandwe

droppedthecall.Ineverknowwhattosaywhen

someonesayshappybirthdaytome,saying

thanksfeelslikecheatingandsoIsayyoutoo

toavoidanyawkwardness.WhenIwasdone

talkingtomomwebothgotuptoshowerand

thenwhenweweredoneIworeshortsandat-

shirtwithsneakersthenshetookherthingsand

webothwenttoherplace.Iparkedinsidethe

yardandwewentinside.Wegottoherroom



andshewenttoherclosettopickout

something

Her:willjeansbefine?

Me:haveyouseenthesunoutside?

Her:Idon’tknowwhattowear

Me:justwearasummerdress.It’snothing

formalchill,pleasenoneedforheels

Her:whatever!

Shecameoutwearingacutepinkdress,itheld

herupperbodytoowellandwasopenand

loosefromthewaistdownitwasn’tshortnor

wasitlong.Itwasperfect.Sheworeitwitha

nicesandal

Her:howdoIlook?

Me:likealittleprincess

Sheclickedhertonguelookingallkindsof

adorable.

Her:whatever.



Me:let’sgowoman!

Her:ok,waitasecondthere’ssomethingIneed

togetfirst.

Shewalkedbackintoherclosetandshecame

backwithapaperbag,shesatontopofme

Her:hereyougo.Happybirthday

Ilookedatherindisbelief.ItoldherIdidn’t

wantapresent,especiallyonefromher.thelast

thingIwantishergoingalloutandspending

herhardearnedmoney,she’sstillafirstyear

studentforChristsake!

Her:openit

Itookitandlookedinsideandfoundamaroon

boxwrittenCartierinitalicswhichmeantitwas

expensive,whateverwasinsidehadtohave

costheralot.Itooktheboxoutandsheputthe

paperbagnexttous.Iopeneditandithada

watchwithmyinitialsembeddedonthebeltof

itandonthestainlesssteelpartofthewatchat



theback.Ilookedather

Her:doyoulikeit?

Me:IthoughtItoldyounogifts

Her:canyoujustsaythankyouandscoldme

later

Shesaidpoutingmakingitimpossibleformeto

evenbemadather.

Me:thankyoubaby

Isaidkissingheronthelips.Shebrokeit

Her:happybirthdayMelo

Me:thankyoubabe.

Her:ok.let’sgonow

ShesaidattemptingtogetoffofmebutIdidn’t

lether,myhandsweresupportingherassas

shesatontopofme

Her:wegoingtobelate

Me:so?



Ipullingherontopofmeandthenflippingus

oversoIwasontopofher.

Me:alittlequickiewouldn’thurtnowwouldit

ShegiggledasImademywaydowntoherneck

leavingtrailsofkisses

Her:itwouldactually,paradisecomesatacost

Istoppedandlookedatherandlaughed.My

egowentfroma10toa100.Nothingbeats

hearingthatyourDishuge,evenifshedidn’t

putinmanywordsbutthatishmakestheEgo

goup.

Me:youaresomethingelse.

IcontinuedwithwhatIstartedmakingher

moanandcallmyname.wedidn’tmakelove,

wef*cked,reallygoodeven.ShecameandI

camerightafterher.shegotupandwenttothe

bathroomandfollowedher,weneededtoget

cleanedupbeforeweleft.Whenweweredone

witheverythingIaskedhertohelpmeputmy



newwatchonandthenweleft.

Me:remindmetopassbythepharmacy,we

don’twantyougettingpregnantnow

Her:mymomwouldkillme!

Me:andwedon’twantthat.Istillneedyouin

mylife

Shesmiledandbrushedmyhandoverthegear.

Wegottothepharmacyandboughtherthe

morningafterpill,shedrankitandthenweleft

formyhome.Breakfastwiththefamilywas

nice,itwasawesomeasusual.UncleDamien

andhiswifeandtheir10-year-oldwereback

fromthestates.Momanddadboughtuscars,

meaBMWi8andAsearedminicooper;the

latest.AselovedminicoopersandIloved

sportscars.IyaboughtmeaRolexandtherest

ofthegiftswereamazingaswell.Ourpartywas

startingat6pmandthenlateronwewere

hittingtheclub.YayaandIleftandheadedto

myplacetodropthesegiftsoff.Whenwewere



donewewenttowatchmoviesandofcausewe

arguedaboutwhatweweregoingtowatchand

whowaspaying.

Her:it’syourbirthday.Youcan’tbepaying.

Me:wenotarguingoverthisYandiswa!

Isaidgivingtheladymycard

Yaya:sisipleasetakemine

Shesaidgivingtheladyhercard.Thelady

lookedatbothofusandlaughed

Her:youguysaresocute,howlonghaveyou

beentogether?

Yayalookedatmeexpectingmerespond.

Me:averylongtime.thanksforthecompliment.

Shegavemethespeedpointtoinsertmypin

anditsaiditwasincorrect,whenIlookedatthe

carditwasYaya’s

Me:reallyYandiswa?

Shesmiledandnoddedtakingthespeedpoint



frommyhandtoinputherpin

Me:youwin;canIhavemybankcard?

Her:laterok

Shesaidkissingmycheek.Theladygaveus

ourticketsandpopcornwithslushiesandthen

wewenttowatchthismovieofhers.Itwasnot

sobadIguess.Whenweweredonewewent

shoppingandfromthereonweheadedtomy

place.Itwasonlythenthatshegavememy

card.

Me:neverdothatagain

Her:trymakeme

Me:don’ttestmeYandiswa

Her:yousocutewhenyoutryandactmadat

me

Iclickedmytongue.Itookmyshoesoffandgot

ontopofthebedlayingwithmystomach,Iwas

tired.Thetimewasalittleafter4pm.Ifelther

sitontopofmyassandlieontopofme.



Her:Melo

Me:mhm

Her:areyoumadatme?

Me:nope,whywouldI?

Her:becauseIkeptyourcard

Me:ncooooh,I’mnotmadatyouok

Her:ok

Shesoundedsocute,likeakideven.Idon’t

knowwhenorhowIfellasleepbutIwaswoken

upbyYaya.

Her:wegoingtobelate…again

Me:can’twecancel?I’mtired

Her:andhaveAsemahleonmycaseblaming

me?nothankyou!

Igotupanddraggedmyfeettothebathroom

tofreshenup.WhenIwasdoneIgotbackto

theroomandshewaswearingasexyblackand

whitebikinitopwithahighwaistbikinibottom,



shelookedchowable.Istoodthereandadmired

herfrombehindasshelookedatherselfinthe

mirror.Theseboysweregoingtowantsomeof

thatnodoubt.

Me:tellmeyouwearingabeachclothoverthat

Her:why?

Me:I’mnotgoinganywherewithyoudressed

likethatYandiswa.Theseboyswillbeperving

overyou!

Sheturnedaroundandsmiled.

Her:sowhatiftheyperve?I’llbewithyou

throughout

Shecameandstoodinfrontofme,shewas

wearingawhitewithblackstripeswedge.She

cuppedmyface.

Her:theycanpervealltheywant,youtheonly

onewhoseattentionI’mafter

Me:andyougotit



Her:I’dliketokeepitthatwaytoo.

Ijustlookedatherandletherbe.Ipeckedher

lipsandwenttogetdressedandpackedupa

bag,Iwasn’tplanningonstartingherefirst.

Me:betterpackupthethingsyougoingtowear

attheclub,weonlygoingtocomeheretosleep.

Her:yes,daddy

Shesaidrollinghereyes.todaywasgoingtobe

adaytoremember.nomorerandomsexonmy

birthday:O

.

.
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Wedroveofftotheharbourwherewewouldbe

meetingeveryoneandtheboat.Imustsay

thereweren’tasmanypeopleasIhadexpected

torockup.Maybetheywerestillcomingorwe

weremeetingthemattheclub,Idon’tknow.He

switchedofftheengine.

Him:wehere

Me:youdon’tsoundsoexcited

Him:there’snothingwowaboutthisreally,allof

thisismysister’sthing

Me:whatdidyouwant?

Him:theclub

Me:andwegoingtherelateron.Cheerup

Him:myconcernisyouactually

Me:Me?why?

Him:someofthegirlsI’vehadflingswith

beforewhoarefriendswithAsemahlearegoing

tobeheretonightandattheclub



Me:I’mabiggirl,Icantakecareofmyself

Isaidrubbinghishandoverthegearbuthewas

stillunassured.

Him:theyaregoingtodothingsorsaythings

thatmightmakeyouhateme

Me:nothingtheysayordocouldevermakeme

hateyouMelokuhle

Itouchedhisfaceandmadehimlookatme,

thiswholetimehewaslookingdown.

Me:IloveyouMelokuhleandIdon’tcarehow

manyrandomchicksIcrosspathswith.they

areyourpastandIamyourpresent

Him:Ithinkyoumeanfuture

Hesaidwithasmileformingonhiscutelips.

Me:future?

Him:forgetIsaidanything.Comelet’sgohave

somefunandifanyboydaretriestheirluckon

youYandiswaIwon’thesitate



Me:Iknow

Isaidrollingmyeyes.Thisisthesameguywho

punchedsomeoneforinsultingmeattheclub

soIdon’tdoubtthatonesinglebit.Heplanteda

kissonmylipsbeforeunlockingthedoors.We

gotoutandtheairfromthebeachwasnotso

cold,itwasactuallycool.Wewentinonthe

boatandheledmetothisroomdownthestairs

toputourbagsandforwhenIgettiredofthe

crowd…thosetypeofthings.Wewalkedout

andheshowedmearoundtheboat,awhile

laterpeoplegotonanditwastimetoparty.I

waswearingawedgethatmatchedmybikini

andhewaswearingshortsandat-shirtwitha

sandal.Wewenttochillbythepoolwhereour

friendsweresitting,thisboatwasbiggerthanit

looked.

Ase:thepowercouplefinallydecidestojoinus

Iwassittingontopofhislapwhiletherestsat

ontheirchairs.



Melo:shutup.

Luc:soyouthereasonhe’sbeenagoodboy

lately

Me:whatdidIdo?

Melo:don’tstart.Don’tmindhimbabe

Hesaidkissingmycheek

Luc:wellmycousinoverherehaslosthisgame.

Hedoesn’tlookinanothergirl’sdirection,he

can’tevencomplimentanothergirlandright

nowhehasagirlonhislapandnotsomewhere

makingout.Whathaveyoudonetohim?

IlookedatMeloexpectinghimtorespond.I

meanIdon’trecalltellinghimtodowhatLuc

sayshe’sbeendoinglately.

Melo:atsomepointyougettired…butI

wouldn’texpectyoutounderstand

Siya:beabitmorespecificplease

Melo:yougettiredoftherandomhookupsand



everythingtheycomewith.yougottogrowup

atsomepoint

Ilookedathimandsmiled.Hehasreallygrown

Ase:lookatyoublushing.Comelet’sgodance

Me:we’llgowhenI’malittletipsy

Isaidsippingonmydrink.Iwasdrinking

hunter’sgoldandAsewasdrinkingacocktail

whileLediwasdrinkinghuntersdry.

Ledi:shehasaboyfriendnow;chancesareshe

won’tevengettipsy.Let’sleaveher

Me:reallyLedi

Ledi:yep.ComeMahleletsgohavefun

ShesaidpullingMahle’shandtogoanddance

Melo:yousureyoudon’twanttogo?

Hesaidinmyear.

Me:IwanttohaveafewdrinksbeforeIcanlet

go



Him:don’tletgotoomuchok

Me:yes,daddy

Isaidrollingmyeyes.Justthenmystoner

friendsfromschoolcametoourtablewith

weed…justwhatI’vebeenwanting.Icouldn’t

hidemyexcitement.

Siya:yousuchastoner.Justseeingan

ocurpipeexcitesyourass.

Me:whatcanIsay,it’sthebestthingsince

slicedbread

IcouldfeelMelo’seyespiercethroughmyskin,

Ididn’tevenwanttolookathim.Iquicklygot

offofhimandwhentositonthechairnextto

his.

Sihle:andthisiswhywegetalong

Hesaidlightingitupwithmyhelpofcause.I’ll

pickweedoveralcoholanyday!Baedidn’tlook

likehewasastoner.Judgingbyhisface,it’s

safetosayhewasnotafanatall.Westarted



puffingwhilechattingaboutrandomthings.I

offeredMelosomebuthesaidnosoIgavethe

pipetoSiya.

Me:whydoyouhateweed?

Him:whosaidIhateweed?

Me:youtheonlyonenotsmokingit

Him:thelastthingIwanttodoistogethigh

withmygirlfriend

Me:ifyoudon’tgethighwithme,thenwhodo

youplantogethighwith?

Him:theguys.ItjustfeelsweirdYandiswa

Me:o…k

IpuffedsomemoreandblewitintoMelo’sface,

Ijustwantedtoannoyhim.theguyslaughed

Siya:youluckyyouhisgirlfriendotherwisehe

wouldhavereacteddifferentlytothat

Me:whatwouldyouhavedoneifitwere

somebodyelse?



Him:nothing,he’sjustfoolingaround

Agirlcametoourtableandsatontopof

Melo’slap…sothisiswhathewastalkingabout

huh?!

Her:longtimenoseeMelo

Melo:getoffofmeCeleste.Can’tyouseemy

girlfriendsittingnexttome?!

Hesaidpushingheroffofhimbutmissywasn’t

havinganyofthat

Siya:celesteleave.

Her:ohcomeon,weallknowMeloisincapable

ofdating.She’saflinglikeallofthem

Ilookedatthisgirlandchuckled.Shetriedto

squeezeherselfbetweenMeloandIandIlet

herbe.I’mtoohightobearguingwithsomelow

lifebitchanyway.

Melo:Celestedon’ttestme.leave!

Heroared,startlingmeandher.Ithinkit’sthe



weedthatgotmestartledlikethat.

Her:whathappenedtoyou?

Him:Imetsomeone,youshouldtryit.nowif

youdon’tmind

Thegirlgotupandlookedathiminshock,he

slidrightnexttome.shewalkedawaywithher

tailbetweenherlegs.Ifeltsorryforherreally.

Me:youdidn’thavetoberude

Him:no,shedidn’thavetodowhatshedid.

Sihle:whatjusthappened?

Luc:Melojustsentawayfreepussy.SeewhatI

mean,Yayayouchangedtheguy

Ijustshruggedandsmokedsomeweed.

Melo:formygirlfriendyouprettycalm

Tom:it’stheweed.Ifshewasn’thighshewould

havegoneallratchetonthepoorgirl

Siya:hahahabegladshe’sthischilledey.Ledi’s

attitudemayhaverubbedoffonher



Me:hahahaveryfunny.I’mgoingtodancewith

thegirls.

IgotupandkissedMelowhopulledmetohis

lapand“smooched”meinfrontofhisfriends

Luc:stillhereguys

Siya:fryusweareyoureggs

Icouldn’thelpbutlaughatthat.Hecomesup

withthemostweirdestthings.Melolookedat

meinmyeyesandthenhesmiled.Hislookwas

intimidating,almostlikethefirsttimeImethim

atmyparty.

Me:what?

Him:ifanyonetouchesyou,it’llbetheirfuneral

Hesaidwithastraightface

Me:don’tworry.

HeletgoofmeandIwenttothegirls,wewere

dancingtogetherandjustbeinggirlshaving

harmlessfun.Aswewerebusydancinglike



thatsomeoneyankedAse’sarmroughly

Ledi:thehellisyourproblem

Him:I’mdancingwithher

Ase:Khayaletgoofmeyouhurtingme

Him:comeonMahledon’tbelikethat

Me:shesaidlethergodude,ifyouknowwhat’s

goodforyou

ThisKhayaguyseemedfamiliar,heprobably

attendedthesamecampusasus.

Him:Ijustwanttodancewithmyclassmate.Is

thatsowrong?

Ledislappedhim.

Ledi:shedoesn’twanttodancewithyounow

leave.

“isthereaproblemhere?”

Melowasbehindme,hisboldvoice,hiscologne,

theygavehimaway.Whendidheevengethere?

Ohright,fromwhereweweredancingyoucan



actuallyspotusfromthetableweweresitting

in.

Me:everythingisfinebabe

Him:Asemahleareyouok?

Shewasrubbingherwrist.

Ase:yeahI’mfine

Khaya:comeonAse,justonedance

Melo:didthisguyhurtyou?

Hesaidgrabbinghissistershandandshewas

pinkonherwrist-Herecomestrouble-.Yellow

bonesbruiseeasily.

Melo:whathappenedtoyourarm?Didhedo

this?

Ase:MeloI’mfine,noneedtocauseascene.

Khayaleave.

Shelookedatmewithpleadingeyes.Iturnedto

Meloandcuppedhisfacetolookatme,

AsemahleandIbothknowwhatMelois



capableofandwealsoknowthatthisparty

wouldcometoanendnowifwedon’tgetMelo

incheck.

Me:Mahleisfineok,itwasalittle

misunderstandingbabe

Him:mysister’swristispink,where’sthe

misunderstandinginthatYandiswa

HeraisedhisvoiceatmeandIjustlookedat

him.

Ase:MeloI’mfine,he’smyclassmateandhe’s

alittledrunkok.letitgo

Istilldidn’tunderstandwhyhewouldshoutat

me.Iamnottheonewhobruisedhissister

mos.Iwentbacktothetablewhiletheysortout

whatever.Isatdownandpouredmyselfaglass

ofJamesonanddowneditdownatonego,all

theguyswerelookingatme.

Luc:iseverythingok?

Inodded.TheJamesonwasworkingwonders



onmythroat,itwasburning.

Siya:whatdidMelodo?

IpouredmyselfashotofvodkaandnowIwas

morecalm.Melocametositnexttomeand

tookmyhandbutIpulleditawayfromhim.

Siya:whatdidyoudo?

Melo:nothing.YayaI’msorry

Hesaidlookingatme….hecontinued“Ididn’t

meantosnapatyou”Ididn’trespond.Ijust

pouredmyselfanotherglassofJamesonand

thistimeIdidn’tdrinkitlikeashot,thisthing

wasstrong.Howdidpeopledrinkthis?

Him:Yayaplease

Me:thisisthesamethingyoudidtomewhen

wefirstmet,yousnappedatme.Ididn’tinvite

Khayaover,Ididn’taskhimtoyankyoursisters

armMelokuhle,itwasnotme.

Him:I’msorrykalokuYaya



Heattemptedtotouchme

Me:don’ttouchmeMelokuhle

Iwasn’tshoutingorcausingasceneforanyof

us,ourfriendscouldn’tevenhearwhatIwas

saying.It’sgoodthathewouldprotecthissister

butitshouldn’tcomeatmyexpense,Ishouldn’t

havetobetheonetopayforwhateverhappens

tohernow.selfishasthatmaysoundbutit’s

true.

Me:Ionlysteppedinbecauseyoursisterasked

metoMelokuhle

Him:xolokalokuYaya(I’mreallysorryYaya)

Helookedsocutepleading,howcouldIstay

madhuh?hewassosincereandsoadorable.I

kepttryingtobemadbutIcouldn’t.IthinkIwas

drunktoonow.hetookmyglassfrommyhand

andhecameandstoodinfrontofmeand

pulledmeup…yepIwasdrunkbecauseI

stumbledonhim.



Him:aren’tyouthecutest

Me:shutup

Him:comeletsgo

Me:atleastletmefinishmyglass

Him:nope.Let’sgo.Guyswe’llmeetyouatthe

club

Withthatwewalkedaroundthecrowdand

madeittotheroomhehadshowedmewhen

weenteredtheboat.Iwenttopeefirstandthen

changedmybikiniintomysupersexylingerie.I

wasdrunkbutIwasabletobesteadyandgo

throughwithmyplanfortonight.Iloosenedup

myhairandputonsomedarkredlipstick,wore

redheelsandworeblacklingerie.Ilookedsexy

evenifIsaysomyself,Iwasgoingtobehis

Beyoncétonight!Igotoutofthebathroom

wheremyphonewasconnectedtosome

speakersplayingDanceForYoubyBeyoncé

andstoodbythedoormakingasexypose.His

jawdropped,ImustsayIwasimpressedwith



myself.Hewassittingontheedgeofthebed

watchingme.hesmiledandshookhishead.

.
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Wasn’tshejustmadatmeafewminutesago

anddrunktoo?thisgirlneverseizestoamaze

me.Iwaslookingatherwithmyjawliterallyon

thefloor,shelookedsodamnsexy!Igotan

instantbonerbyjustlookingather,maybethe

Jamesonwasalsoplayingarole…Idon’tknow

butshewasdamnsexyinthatblacklacewith

redheels,herlookwasmoreorlesslike

Beyoncéonthevideoofpartitionwithherhair



hanginglose.Ifthiswashowmybirthdaysfrom

hereonweregoingtobethencanIbeborn

everydayoftheyear?!Thiswasprobablythe

bestgiftI’veevergottenonmybirthday.Forget

therandomsex,thiswasparadise.Ismiledand

shookmyhead.HowdidInotknowshecould

dance,Idon’tmeanclubdancing…?Imeanthis

kindofdancing.She“dancedforme”good.

Whenshewasdoneshecametositontopof

meandwrappedherarmsaroundmyneck.

Her:happybirthdayMelokuhle

Iflippedusoverandmadeherlieonthebed.

Me:wherethehelldidyoulearntomovelike

that?

Shesmirked

Her:Ijustcan.

Shepulledmeinforakiss,herkisswashungry.

Itwasn’tyourslowtypicalkiss,thatwasthe

kindofkissthatwassaying“f*ckmehard”and



that’sexactlywhatIwasgoingtodo.AsIwas

kissingherIwasundressingher.herboobs

werenowfree,Iwentdowntosuckonthem

andsheletoutslightmoanswhilemyhand

madeitswaydowntoherunderwearwhereI

slidmyhandinandstartedrubbingherhard,

shewaswetalreadybutIdidn’tjustwanther

wet.Ikeptfingeringheruntilshewasaboutto

cumthenIstoppedandlookedupatherwitha

smirk.Itookherunderwearandeverythingelse

offofherandstrippedmyselfnakedwithher

helpthenItookacondomandslippeditonand

wentinwithoutwarningmakingherscream.I

don’tevenknowhowmanyroundswehadbutI

knowwehadalotofsex.Webothpassedout

withherontopofme.Ithinkthealcoholhada

handinushavingsomuchsex.Iwasbrushing

herhairasshesleptontopofmejustadmiring

thisfreakofmine.I’mgladshewasafreakfor

me,IwasproudthatIunleashedherinnerfreak.

Me:Yaya?



Shewassleepingpeacefully.Itookmyphone

andlookedatthetimeanditwasjustafter10,

weweresupposedtobeattheclubbutitdidn’t

matterbecausemypartywasrighthere.Igot

heroffofmeasgentleasIcouldandthenI

woremybriefsandcleanedupalittle,Ihada

dozenmissedcallsandsodidshe.Igotbackto

Siya.

//Me:mygirlfriendisherewithmeandyou

busyleavingmemoremissedcallsthanshe

would.Whatdoyouwant?

Him:wheredidyouguysdisappearoffto?both

yourphoneshavebeenringingunanswered

Me:thenmaybeyoushouldlearntotakeahint

then

Him:screwyou!WeatCubana,youguys

coming?

Me:probably,I’llhearwhatYayasays

Him:shereallyhasyoubytheballs!



Hesaidlaughing

Me:you’llunderstandwhenyouhaveagirlfriend

ofyourown.

Him:right…ByeMelo//

Iwentbacktotheroomandshewasstill

sleeping,Icouldn’tresisttakingpicturesofher.

I’mthatkindofboyfriendwhotakesrandom

picturesofhisgirlfriendbecauseshe’sthat

beautiful.Igotdressedandkissedherforehead

andwenttocheckwhatwasgoingonupstairs

becausethemusicwasstillbooming.There

werestillpeopledancinganddrinkingand

havingfun.IheadedbacktotheroomandYaya

wasn’tonthebedanymore,Iwenttocheckon

herinthebathroomandshewasthrowingup.

Me:howdoyoufeel?

Shewassittingbythetoiletseat.

Her:Iamneverdrinkingagain!

Ichuckled.



Me:shamemahn

Her:Ifeelterrible.

Shesatdownandpouted.Itookapictureofher

Her:youbetterdeletethatMelokuhle

Shethrewupagain.Itookaglassandgother

somewaterandgaveittoherlaughingather.

Me:yousocuteyouknowthat

Her:screwyou

Me:youdid,alotoftimeseven

Shethrewthewateronme

Me:geeeezYandiswa!

Her:thatwillteachyounottomesswithme.

Shegotupandwenttogetherselfcleanedup

bythesink

Me:noapology?

Her:itwasn’tamistake.

Shebrushedherteethandwalkedintothe



showerwhenshewasdone.Itookmyclothes

offandwenttojoinher,itwasaninnocent

shower.Webothgotoutandwipedourselves,

lotionedourbodiesandthengotdressed.She

woreabluelowcutjean,whitevestcroptop

butonlyshowedherbellybutton,adenimjacket

andnavysuedeheelswhichshemademetie.I

worenavyjoggers,blackt-shirt,denimjacket

andblacktimberlands.Wewereonfleekthat

muchIcansay.Itookourbagsandweheaded

outtothecarwithbothourphonesinherhand.

IdroveustoCubanaandcalledSiyawhotold

uswheretheyweresittingandweheadedover

totheirtable.

Ase:Iwassureyouguysweren’tcoming

Me:whywouldn’twecome?Thiswasmyidea

afterall

Ledi:sowherewereyouguysanyway?

IlookedatYayatorespond

Yaya:noneofyourbusiness.



Shesaidtakingacanofcoke.

Ase:aren’tyoudrinkinganymore?

Me:TheJamesonshedrankgothergood

Isaidlaughingatherandshegavemeadeath

stareinreturn.Imouthed“sorry”,shejustrolled

hereyes.

Ase:yousureit’sjusttheJameson?

ShesaidwinkingatYaya.Mypoorbabywas

disgustedbythesightofalcohol.Iwhispered

Me:wecanalwaysgohome

Her:noitsok,I’llbefine

Me:yousure?

Her:I’llbefinebabe.Aseletsgodance

Me:takecareofeachother

Yaya:wewillifyouletus.

WiththattheywalkedawayleavinguswithLedi

andNita.Nitadidn’tcometotheboatparty



becauseshegetswatersick.

Ledi:sowheredidyouguysdisappearto?

Me:asYayasaid,noneofyourbusiness.

IsaidsippingonaglassofHennessy.From

whereweweresittingyoucouldseeherandmy

sisterastheyownedthedancefloor.Nitaand

Ledidecidedtoleaveusandgojointheir

friends.

Siya:isAnitastilldatingthatdude?

Me:notthatIknowoff…why?

Luc:hehasacrush

Siya:it’snotacrush.Ijustthinkshe’spretty

that’sall

Me:howlonghaveyouknownherforyouto

onlynoticethatnowagain?

Luc:thatisagoodquestion.Siyawhatdoyou

havetosaytothat?

Siya:bothofyouareretards.ForgetIsaid



anything

Me:fromwhatI’vegathered,sheisaserious

relationshipkindofpersoney

Luc:youknowhowBonkeisaboutherdude.

Despiteeverythingthat’shappened,hedoesn’t

wantanymannearher

Me:Lucisright.

Siya:IcantakeBonke

Me:confidentaren’twe?IfyouwantherIthink

youshouldgoforher…attheendofthedayit’s

notuptoBonke,it’suptoher

Siya:we’vebeenflirtingandshe’sbeen

throwingsomeseriousvibesatanigga

Luc:andyoustillhaven’ttappedthat?

Me:noteverygirlisfortappingcousin!

Asweweresittingchattinglikethatwewere

joinedbymycousins,AuntAnathi’stwins

(AsakheandAsange)andUncleAlu’sson,



Alungile.Wegreetedeachother.Andtheysat

downandboughtmorealcohol.

Me:wherearethegirlfriends?

Asange:withyoursisterandtheirfriends.

Asakhe:howisitpossiblethatyouofallpeople

doesnothaveagirlsittingonyourlap

Luc:hehasagirlfriendnowandshe’sdancing

withMelody

Alu:excusemewhat?DerrickMelokuhleBess

hasagirlfriend???

Me:shutup!

Asange:whoknewitwaspossible?

Me:blameher,she’sdifferentguys

Luc:ncoooooh….Wimp!

Me:shutup!

Alu:ifyoucanhaveagirlfriendthenthere’sstill

hopeforpooroldLucoverhere.



Hesaidpattinghisback

Luc:shutup!

Awhilelaterthegirlscametojoinusandmine

satontopofme.

Asakhe:sothisisher?

Inodded

Yaya:whataboutme?

Heshookhishead.

Asange:youbeautifulthat’sall.

Me:baethesearemycousins,Asange,Asakhe

andAlungile.GuysthisisYandiswa,my

girlfriend

Her:nicetomeetyouall

Sheshooktheirhands.Thenightwentwellwith

everyonegettingalongandnotrouble.Weleft

theclubaround3am.Whenwegothomewe

headedstraighttobed.Thenextmorning,we

wokeuparound10,onlybecausemyphonehad



beenringing.Icheckedthescreenanditwas

Asange.

//Me:dudewhat?

Him:let’shavebreakfast!

Me:youcalledmeforthat?

Him:duh!

Me:isn’titlateforbreakfastnow?

Him:dudeitspast10.Justwashandcometo

Gateway,bringtheMrsalong

Me:fine.//

BythetimeIwasdonetalkingshewasawake

andpressingherphone.

Me:wegottowash

Her:whatfor?

Me:thetwinsinvitedusforbreakfastat

Gateway

Her:doIhavetocome?



Me:I’mprettysureLuhleandLondekaaregoing

tobethere.Don’tbelazynow

Her:I’mnotlazy,I’mtiredthat’sall

Me:don’tbelikethat.WhenwecomebackI’ll

besuretogiveyouamassageok?

Her:youdon’tknowhowto

Me:haveIevergivenyouone?

Sheshookherhead

Me:exactly.

Ikissedherforeheadandgotoutofthecovers.

Me:let’sgoandwash.Itwillbefunandyou

won’tregretit

Her:finestoptryingtoconvincemenow

Wewenttoshowertogetherandgotoutand

woresimple.Whenweweredonegetting

dressedweheadedtoGatewayandtheywere

atRoccomamas.Afterthebreakfastturned

intolunchwewenttothebeach,Ushakatobe



exactandweplayedthosewatergames.We

hadlotsoffun.AfterallthefunwehadYaya

andIheadedtomyplaceandIgaveherthe

massageofherlife

Her:Ihadmydoubts

Me:youdon’thavethemanymore?

Sheshookherhead.

Her:youarebetterthanIhadexpected

Shewaslayingwithherstomachbetweenmy

legsasIwassittingontopofherassbutnot

reallysittingbecausemykneeswere

supportingme.

Me:neverdoubtmeagainMissy.I’mthebestat

thesethings.JustlikeI’mthebestboyfriend

EVER

Her:let’snotgetaheadofourselvesplease

Me:whynot?it’sfun.Ithoughtyoulovedit

whenIgetcocky



Her:Ihavemydays,todayisnotoneofthem.

ItsSiya’sbirthdaylet’scallhim

Me:weseeinghimtonight

Her:he’smyfriendandIcan’tnotwishhima

happybirthday.Wegoingtosingforhim

Me:youcan’tsing

Her:so?Stopkillingmyvibe!

ShetookmyphoneandwenttoSiya’scontact

andmademesingwithherthatboringhappy

birthdaysong.Siyawasinstitchesoflaughter

thiswholetimeaswesangforhim.Lateron

around4weshoweredandpreparedtogoto

Siya’spartywhichwasobviouslyataclubtoget

drunk.TodayYayaandIpromisedeachother

thatweweren’tdrinking,yesterdaywastooepic

sotonightwasjustachillednightforbothofus.

.
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Imissedhome,imissedmymomandimissed

mygrannytoo.Iwasgladtobehomebutnot

sogladtobeawayfrommyguy.Heandigrew

strongerbythedayandsodidoursex-game.

Youcangoasfarascallingusaddicts,we've

doneitANYWHEREdoable!IlovedmyMeloand

icouldntwaitforholidaystoendalready.Mom

andidroveofftoHillcrestTownshipwheremy

grandmalived.Thehousewasntreallypacked,i

greetedSisiwhowascookingsupperwithher

favoriteslabofchocolateandthengreetedmy

littlecousinsintheloungebeforegoingto

granny'sroom.Shewassittingpressingher

phoneprobablyreadingamessageor

something...youneverreallyknowwithher.



Me:Heygranny

Ibentdowntohughertightandshehuggedme

tighter.

Her:Yandi!Howareyoumybaby?

Shesaidkissingme.

Me:i'mgoodgranny,howareyou?

Her:imgood.Howsschool?HowsDurban?Did

youpass?

Trusthertobombardyouwithalotof

questionsatthesametime.Isatdownnextto

herontopofthequeensizebedinthemiddle

oftheroom.

Me:schoolisamazing,ihadthisgigtotake

picturesatthisothergraduationpartyjustlast

month

Her:thatsgreat,wherearethepictures?Letme

see

Me:i'llshowyoutomorrow,theyonmycamera



anditisinthecaratthemoment.

Icantgivemygrannymycamera,thereare

somenudeshotsinthere;theresshotsofMelo,

meandbothofustogethersoNOgrannymust

waittillimovethemtomylaptop.

Her:okmybaby.

Sisibroughtherfoodandgrannysuggestedwe

gototheloungeinstead.Theywalkedoutand

leftmediallingMelo'snumber.

//him:missmealready?

Me:whenhaveinevernot?

Him:youaddictedtome

Me:dontflatteryourselfSphen

Him:really?Youreallygoingtocallmethat?

SphenisacharacterfromTangled,its

somethinghismomusedtocallhimwhenhe

wasakid.Hehatesmecallinghimthat.

Me:thatwillteachyounottomesswithme



Him:whatever.Youhome?

Me:yesi'mhome,itsactuallythereasonwhyi

called

Him:itaughtyouwell

Me:what?No!Itaughtyouwellidiot!

Him:whatevermakesyousleepatnight.Hows

granny?

Me:shewantstoseepicturesfromthe21st

but....

Him:ohshiiit...itoldyoutodeletethose

pictures

Me:wetookthemthismorningidiot!Where

wasigoingtogetthetime?

Him:onthebusmaybe?Youcanbesodumbat

times

Me:webackattheinsultsnow?This

relationshipistoxic

Him:yousoright.Wearebadforeachother



Me:sowebothagree?Weshouldcallitquits

Him:mosdefinetely.Wedone

Me:weover

Hecrackedupinlaughterandsodidi.Wehad

ourtimeswherewewouldbethiscrazy.I

suddenlymissedhimsomuch.

Him:imissyoucrazypants

Me:andimissyou

Him:whenareyoucomingback?

Me:nextyearJanuary...i'llknowwhenigetmy

results

Him:Januaryistooofar

Me:saysthepersongoingtoAmsterdamfor

hisholidays

Him:iaskedyouamilliontimestocomewith

Me:anditoldyouamilliontimesthaticouldnt

Him:yeahyeahiknowganny'schildandall...



justcomebacksoon

Me:imakenopromisesbutiwilltrycomeback

early

Him:notassuringbuti'lltakewhatevericanget

Me:ihavetogo.Iloveyouok

Him:iloveyoutoo.

Ikeptquietandsodidhe.

Him:dropthecallkaloku

Me:whydontyou?

Him:becauseimtheonethatcalledyou

Me:exactly,youcalledmenottheotherway

aroundMelo

Him:wereallydoingthishuh?

Me:seemslikeit.

Him:ifidropthecall,you'llcallmeandshout

Me:ok,bye//

Knowinghimhewasprobablygoingtocallme



againtoshoutatmefordroppingthecalljust

likethat.Andjustasiwaswaitinglikethat,my

phonerangagainanditwashim.

//Me:heyyou

Him:imnevergoingtocallyouagain

Me:youcalledmetotellmeyounevercalling

meagain?Really?

Him:nowthatithinkaboutit...itsactually

dumb

Me:itscute.Itstheselittlethingsthatmakeme

fallforyou

Him:weirdbutok...

Me:hahahariight.Meloihavetogoeatand

catchupwithfamily

Him:butidontwantyouto

Me:youdonthavemuchofachoicehere

Him:yeahiguess.Byenow

Me:byebae//



Iwalkedoutoftheroomsmiling.Hehadthat

effectonme,makingmesmilewithouteven

trying.Myboyfrienddidwonderstomeno

doubt,beithewasaroundornot.Igottothe

loungeandconversedwiththefamily.Itwas

goodtobehomethatmuchicansay.After

suppermomandidroveofftoFernhillmy

home.Onthewayshewasaskingmeabout

schoolandMelo.,shestildidntknowMeloandi

weredating.

Me:heisstillanassifthatiswhatyouasking

Her:onethatyoulove

Me:what?

Her:igotacallfromAmahleBessaskingme

thatyoujointhemforholidays

Me:whenwasthat?

Her:aboutaweekago...so?

Me:so?

Her:you18now,iwontbemad.Iknowyouand



Melokuhlearedatingimnotstupidbutbaby

pleasedontforgetthereasonyouevenin

Durbanok?!Datehimbutdontforgetthatyou

wenttheretoobtainyourdegree.

Ilookedather.Itsshockingthatmomwas

givingmethistalk,didMrsBesstelherabout

Meloandi?Nahshewouldntdaretellmom.

SheissupposedtobemyothermominDurban.

Her:dontgivemethatlook.Butpleasebaby,

schoolfirst

Me:yessmom

Her:letsneverhavethisconversationagain.Its

weirdandawkward

Me:youtellingme.

Wegothomeandsheparkedthecar,itookmy

bagsandweheadedinside.

[10/07,20:24]Wadz:*WITHPAINCOMES
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Alothashappenedinoneweek,theipaidher

backthemoneysheusedtobuymeawatch

andyoucanimaginehowthatwent.Shecame

totheofficeandputitonmydesk,thatsthe

stubborngirlfriendihave.Thatsamedayshe

metupwithhersister,yessheandSinothando

weresistersandtheyseemedfondofeach

other,afewdaysfromthereshetoldmeshe

bumpedintoMrBashewhoofferedtotakeher

outtolunchtoapologiseforhisbehaviourbut

myYayadidntaccepttheapology;itried

convincinghertobutnopesherefusedandi

didntpushanyfurther,shewouldforgivehim

whenshewasreadytoanyway.Shewasgone...

Justlikethatandiwasonlygoingtoseeherin

Januaryorsoshesays.IknowhowDUTis,

whatiftheystrikeandthenschoolstartsin

February?Icantnotseeherforthatlongnow,

itsnotfair.Shiiit!Herbeingawaythatlong



meantnosex!Howwasigoingtosurvivea

monthwithoutsex?Notjustanysex,butsex

fromher.Thisisbad!Reallybad!Iwasatmy

placesupposedtobewatchingtvbutmyeyes

weregluedontomywallpaperwhichwasmy

lovelygirlfriendsleeping.Asiwasbusylostin

themoment,myphoneranganditwasher.

//Me:youdontgettiredofmehuh?

Her:yourmothertoldminethatyouandiwere

dating

Ichuckled.Momwouldnever!

Me:nahfamnotAmahle.Thinkofsomebody

else

Her:ifitwasnther,thenwho?

Me:idontknowbutitdefinetelywasnotMrs

Bess.

Her:butMrsBesscalledmomandaskedher

thatijoinyouguysforyourtrip

Me:shedidwhat???



Whyamievenactingsurprised?Ofcausemom

woulddothat.Herlatemotherinlawoncedid

that.Seeminglymomwasgrowingupto

becomelikemylategrandmaBess,evendad

saidthatandDamientoo.

Her:nowtellmethatsheisnottheonewho

toldmymom

Me:look,iknowmymotherandbelievewheni

tellyouthis.Shewouldnevertellyourmom,

maybesheaskedyourmomthatyoujoinus,

thatiampositiveshedidbuttrustmewheni

tellyouthatshedidntsnitchonyou.Shes

supposedtobeyoursecondmom,remember?

Shekeptquietforawhileandsodidi,itthenhit

me...

Me:doesLathithahappentohaveyour

mother'snumber?

Her:ofcause.Incasesofemergencies.Why?

Me:doialwayshavetospellitoutforyou...isnt



itobvious

Her:shewouldntgothatfar

Me:wannabet?

Her:youreallythinkshetoldmom?

Me:checkyourmom'sphoneandgetbackto

me

Shehuffed

Her:forhersakeireallyhopeyouwrong

Ichuckled

Me:why?Whatareyougoingtodotoher?Cani

watch?

Her:screwyouMelokuhle

Me:youknowiwantto,sobadeven

Her:sadlyyouwont

Me:Yandiswaimissyoudammit!Imissf*cking

youtilthemorning.Imissgoingdownonyou.

Yeses!



Ireallydidmissher.Yesisawherthismorning,

yesidroppedheroffatthebusstationbutit

didntchangethefactthatimissedher...and

herpalace.

Her:stopit.

Me:wait....areyoublushing?

Hersowhatifiam?

Me:ofcauseyouare.Dontyoumissme?Dont

youmissbeinginparadise?

Her:youknowido...gomasturbatetomy

nudes

Me:imnotthatdesperatenow.I'llwaittill

January

Her:wait...youdont?

Me:hellno!Thatsdisgusting.

Her:andgoingdownonsomeoneisnt?

Me:thatsdifferentandyouknowit!

Masturbatingisforloserswhodontgetany



Her:youwontbegettinganyforawholemonth,

doesntthatmakeyoualoser?

Me:whosaidiwontgetany?

Her:Melokuhleifyoudare

Me:chillwoman

Her:Derrickimserious

Me:isaidchillYandiswageez.Iloveyou

Her:tellthattowhoeveryou'llbescrewingin

myabsence

Me:ok.Iloveyou

Her:bye!//

Shedidntevenwaitformyresponse.Shecould

besodramaticwhenshewantedto.Mygosh

youwomen!Idecidedtoletherbe,itextedher

onwhatsappandsheshockinglyresponded.

Thenextdayiwokeupandwenttovisitthe

family.Wehadanicebreakfast,Aseandi

washedthedishes.



Her:withYandiswagone,doesthismeanwe'll

beseeingalotofyouhere?

Me:probably...didmomtellYandiswa'smom

aboutus?

Her:notthatiknowof.Shewouldnever

Me:Yayarefusestobelieveme

Her:sheshouldaskhermom.

Me:yeah...didmomtellyouthatshecalled

Yaya'smomandaskedthatYayagoeson

holidaywithus?

Her:iwastherewhenshemadethecall

Me:alittleheadsupmaybe

Her:whatfor?MomlikesYandiswa,not

becauseyouguysaredatingoranything...i

askedherifYandicouldjoinusandshethought

itwasagreatidea

Me:andnoneofya'llthoughtoftalkingtome

aboutit?



Her:whatfor?

Me:isherbeingmygirlfriendenoughreason

maybe?

Her:yousodramatic

Shesaidhandingmethelastdishtopack.

Me:youshouldgetaboyfriendalready,you

startingtoannoyme

Her:andhavingaboyfriendmeansi'llannoy

youless?

Me:he'llkeepyoupreoccupied

Her:right

Sherolledhereyesandwalkedtothelounge,i

followedrightbehindher.

Me:sohowlongisthistrip?

Dad:meaning?

Me:howlongwillbegone?

Mom:why?



Ase:thisisabout"Yaya"

Me:shutup!

Mom:ithoughtyouwerelookingforwardtothis

trip

Me:whenididnthaveagirlfriend...

Mom:yourfatherisstayingaweek,youcan

comebackwithhim

Dad:twoweekshoney.Icantspendchristmas

alonenow

Me:howlongwereyouguysplanningon

staying?

Ase:amonth...duh!Aintliketheresanythingwe

rushingbackto

Me:right...

Mom:yougoingtobefine...you'llgettobond

withus

Shesaidfakingawidesmile

Me:exciting



Ifakedacheer.Imaginebeingawayfromyour

futureforawholemonth?!Thesepeoplewere

crazy.Weconversedandplannedactivitiesfor

thetrip,wewereleavingtonight.Yayatexted

meonWhatsappandconfirmedthatitwas

Lathithawhotoldhermomaboutus,sheeven

sentherapictureprobablyhopingYaya'smom

wouldbreakusuporsomething...idontknow

whatshethinksthatone.

.

.

♥
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SoIaskedmomandshetoldmethatitwas

LathithawhotoldheraboutMeloandme,Itold

momhowMeloandIbecameacoupleseeing

thatthelasttimewespokeofMeloandI,Isaid

I’dratherdiethanbewithhimwhichwas

dramaticofmenowthatIthinkaboutit.Itold

momabouthowLathithaandIstoppedbeing

friendsandthethingsshe’sdonetoruinMelo’s

lifeinawayandinourcatchupsessionIalso

toldheraboutMrBashe’sapology.Iwouldsay

dad,butthatmanisnofathertome.ohandI

alsotoldheraboutmysisterwhohappensto

havetwobrothers,SinoandIgotalonglikemac

andcheese,shewasinMatricactuallyat

Durbangirlshigh,shewas16yearsoldandshe

hadtwobrothers,ChristianandChristopher,her

fatherwasengagedtoawhitewoman.The

twinswere10yearsold.MomadvisedmethatI

forgivehim,itwastherightthingtodo…well

accordingtoherandMelo.YesterdaynightI

decidedtomove“our”picturestomylaptopina



folderstoredinanotherfolderandanother

folderinit,basicallythefoldercontainingnudes

neededtobehidden.Theonlypictureslefton

mycamerawerepettypictures,picturesmeant

formyportfolioandthegraduationpictures.We

wenttohavebreakfastoveratmy

grandmother’shouseandmyunclewasthere,

heandIwerelikefatheranddaughter,together

withmycousinAwonkewhowas6yearsolder

thanme.breakfastwasveryniceandafter

breakfast,WonkeandIwenttotowntoshop

andbegirls.Wellalsotocatchupwitheach

other.Mystubbornboyfriendsentmethe

moneyitcostmetogethimthewatch….Again

thismorning.Itriedcallinghimbuthewasn’t

reachable,hewasonaflighttoAmsterdam.

UncledroppedusoffatCircusTriangleandwe

headedinsidechatting.

Her:buthowisDurban?MissylooksBeautiful,

sheIflourishing!

Igiggled.



Me:DurbanisDurban

Her:ohno!youarenotgoingtotellmethat

crap!Youdon’tgiggleandsay“Durbanis

Durban”

Me:what?It’sjustasIsayitmos.

Her:andI’mwearingpinkshoesright?

Shewasactuallywearingblackandwhitevans.

Me:fine.I’lltellyouwhenwesittingdown

Her:nope.Tellmenow

Me:geeez!Sothere’sthisguy*Isaidwiththe

mostbiggestsmiles*nameisMelokuhle,he

andIhavebeendatingfor3weeksnow.Imet

himatmybirthdaypartyandhewasstraightof

GORGE!Wellhewasalsorudetomesowe

didn’tgetalongatall,thenextdayhewalkedin

onmenakedinmyroomandtheothertimeat

hishomehissisterandIwerewearingbikinis,

mytowelfellexposingmeinabikini.Theguyis

cockyandarrogantohandhowcanIforget…



he’sarichkid

Her:soundsinteresting

Me:hegotaBMWi8forhisbirthdaybytheway

Her:youkiddingme!

Ishowedherpictures.Wewerelookingaround

atsportscene

Her:isthishim?

ShesaidshowingapictureofMeloinawell

fittedsuitonhiswaytoworkathisapartment.I

nodded

Her:dudeheisflames!howoldishe?Doeshe

maybehaveabrotheroradad….I’mnotthat

pickyreally

IlaughedatherasshedrooledoverMelo

Me:hisfatherismarriedandno,heistheonly

son.Plus,youhaveaboyfriend

Shewasnowgoingthroughmypictures;Ididn’t

mindreally.



Her:boring.WaitisthisAmahleBess?

ShesaidshowingmeapictureofMelowithhis

momonhisbirthday.

Me:yes,itisshe’shismom

Her:yourboyfriendisDamonBess’sson?Girl

you’vehitthejackpot!

Me:what?Nomahn

Her:whateveryousay.AllI’msayingisthat

you’vehitthejackpot.Canweswapboyfriends

please?

Webothlaughed

Me:Ididn’tknowhowmuchImissedyourcrazy

ass.Andno!wecannotswapboyfriends.

Her:fine.Ihavetoask,withaguylikethis…

don’tgirlsgiveyoudeathstares?

Me:I’mliterallyarguingwithhis…what’sthe

word?...flings

Her:ofcause,prettyboysalwayscomewith



baggage

Me:truethatbuthehandlesitandsodoI.at

theendofthedayIdatedhimknowingverywell

whathispastlookedlike

Her:ncooohyoungloveissoadorable

Me:whatever.TellmeaboutSoso

Herboyfriendisacop,he’s3yearsolderthan

herandthey’vebeenatthissincelastyear.He’s

agreatguy.Shesmiled

Her:heisamazing,Ikeepwaitingforhimtobe

ajerkorsomethingbutnope,nothing.heisan

angelbruh

Me:whichisagoodthing

Her:ofcause,wedoarguethoughlikeany

normalcouple.Thisonetimehescoldedmefor

takingataxiwhenIcouldhavejustcalledhim

Ilaughedather

Her:I’mnotusedtothis



Me:ncooohthatissocuteofhim

Her:yohha.aheneedstochill.I’vebeentaking

taxi’seversincemyZingisadays

Me:heisacop,it’shisjobtoworryaboutyou.

Especiallywiththetaxiviolenceandall

Her:whateverIcantakecareofmyself

Me:riiight…

Her:whenwasthis?youguyslookhot

Itwasapictureofustakenbyoneofour

friendsattheclubonSiya’sbirthday,Iwas

sittingonhislap…...asusualJ

Me:thatwaslastweekSundayattheclub,it

wasoneofourfriend’sbirthday

Her:youguysseemtogooutalot

Me:hahahahayeahwedoey

Shesaidthatshowingmeapictureofusonthe

boat.

Me:waitletmeseethat



Her:it’syourphonedude!

Shehandedittome,shewasonmyWhatsApp

imagesanditwasapictureIhadnotseen.It

wasacutepicturethatmuchIcansay.Ismiled

Her:ok…canIhavethephonenow

Me:jealousymakesyounasty.

Isaidgivinghermyphoneandshestuckher

tongueoutatme.Wecontinuedlookingaround

andthenwewalkedoutandwenttoLegit.Isaw

someoldhighschoolclassmatesandwe

huggedandstuffthenheadeddifferentways.

WhileWonkeandIwerelookingatsome

clothesmyphonerangandshehandedittome,

itwasmyMelo.

//Me:heybaby

Him:missedcallsezingakaYaya?(somany

missedcalls)

Me:I’llnevergetusedtoyouspeakingXhosa

Him:Isoundsexyright?Iknow



Me:Itakeityoujustlanded?

Him:yes,babewejustdid

Me:howwasyourtrip?

Him:tiring.Ijustwanttoshowerandsleep.

Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I’mintownwithmycousinwindow

shopping

Him:atleastyou’llusethemoney

Me:whichisthereasonIcalled.MelokuhleI

boughtyouthatwatchbecauseIwantedtobuy

itforyou

Him:YayaI’mtootiredtoevenargueaboutthis

now

Me:wedon’tevenhavetoargueaboutit

Melokuhle,I’lltransferthemoneybacktoyour

account

Him:takeitasaChristmaspresentorahappy

belatedgiftorsomething



Me:no.

Him:doyouhavetobestubbornabout

everything?

Me:doyouhavetobestubbornabout

everything?

Him:seriously?

Me:Ihaveanidea;howwouldyoufeelifIpaid

youbackfortheNWJgiftsetyouboughtmeon

mybirthday

Him:itwasagiftYandiswa

Me:andsowasthewatch

Him:a2pointsomethingwatch?Really

Yandiswa?!

Me:a1pointsomethingsetMelokuhle!

Him:you’reastudent,youcan’tbespendingso

muchmoneyonme

Ihadnocomeback

Him:Iappreciateyourgift,Ireallydobabeand



thankyouforit.itsholidaysandIampretty

surethatyouwon’treallybeworkingmuch

thereinMthathasopleasejustkeepthemoney

andbuywhateveryouwanttobuyyourselfthis

holidayratherthanjust“window-shopping”.Buy

newlingerietowearformenexttimeIsee

you…anythingbabe

Me:youwon’tletthisgohuh?

Him:I’myourboyfriendandI’mallowedtospoil

youeverynowandthen

Me:fine.

Him:Iloveyouok?!

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:sayhitoWonkeandenjoyyourholidays

ok?

Me:willdo,thanksandenjoyyourholidaystoo

Him:byenow

Me:bye//



Wonke:youguysareseriouslyarguingabout

money?

Inodded.Cometothinkofit,it’sallweever

arguedabout.Melolikesspendingmoney,he

throwsmoneyateverythingIhappentolikeand

usesmebeingastudentasanexcuse.

Me:becauseIamastudent,Iamnotallowedto

gethimexpensivegiftsorspendmypocket

moneyofsomething.it’sannoyingreally.

Her:it’scutethou

Me:trustmeit’snot.

WeboughtafewthingsatLegitandthenwe

wenttowindowshopatMrprice,wegottothe

earringandnecklacesectionandIjustlaughed.

Firstly,Melowouldprobablykillmeforeven

beingatMrPrice,hehatestheshop,saystheir

clothesarecheapandtheygetruinedwithjust

onewash.EversincehiminthepictureIshop

atLegit,Spotscene,TheFixandother“better”

shops.



Her:what?

Me:Melowouldmurdermeforevenbeinghere

Her:what?Why?

Me:hehatesthisplace,saystheirclothesare

cheapandgetruinedeasily

Her:wellhehasapoint

Me:butitsaffordablecuz

Her:ofcauseitis.

Me:soonmybirthdayheboughtmeanecklace

set;earrings,necklaceandbraceletfromNWJ

Her:youlie!

Sheputherhandonhermouth

Me:soIcallhimandtellhimIdon’twantit,well

it’snotthatIdidn’twantitbutbecauseitwas

fromhimandheandIweren’treally“friends”at

thetime,hetoldmetothrowitorsomething,he

eventoldmeIshouldbegratefulbecausethis

necklacewouldn’tgivemeanyrashlikethe



onesI’musedtofromMrPrice

Shelaughedatme

Her:youguyshavebeenthroughalothuh

Me:youhavenoidea!heandIwerelikewater

andice

Her:butnotanymorewhichisagoodthingnow

Me:wehaveourdays.You’llforgiveme,Ilove

talkingaboutmyboyfriend.Heisliterallymy

favouritetop

OkmaybetomyfriendsbecauseIknowthat

theywouldneverdoanythingtojeopardisemy

relationshipwithMelosoI’mcomfortable.

TherewasatimewhereMrsBessgavemea

talkabouttellingfriendseverythingand

anythinggoingoninyourrelationshipbecause

friendsnowadaysarenottobetrusted.She

wentontotellmeabouthowIyanacameabout,

herbestfriendseducedherhusbandwhowas

herboyfriendthenandhadsexwithhim,wellhe



wasdrugged,shetrickedhimbyputtingon

Ama’sperfumetohavesexwithMrBess.Afew

monthslaterAyawaspregnantwithYanabut

Amabeingthegoodheartedpersonsheisshe

forgaveAyabuttheirfriendshipwasneverthe

sameanymore.

Her:don’tweallenjoytalkingaboutthem?I

meanwhat’slovewithoutalittlebaeobsession

Webothlaughed.Shewasright.Idon’t

understandpeoplewhoaren’talittleobsessed

withtheirboyfriend’sshame!

Me:exactly.

Wewenttopayforthethingsshehadbought

andthenwewenttohavelunchatWimpy.We

gotatablefortwoandsatdownandplacedour

orders.Westartedcatchinguponprettymuch

everything,wetookdozensofpictureswithmy

phoneandhers.Ileftmycamerawithgrannyin

Hillcrest.Whenourdatewasoverwecaughta

taxihome,homebeinggranny’shouseofcause.



Mycamerahadlotsofpicturesofthefamilyall

ofasudden,butthenagainwhatwasI

expectingreally?MomandIheadedtoFernhill

around7pm.Wegothomeandswitchedonthe

tv,IwasbusychattingwithSinoonWhatsApp.

Shewasasweetheartthatchild.

**Her:sodadtoldmomaboutyou

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:Imeanexpectacallfrommom

Me:uhhmok…

Her:she’sprettycoolshamesodon’tpanic

Me:I’dsayI’llbethejudgebutthere’snoway

I’mmeetingheroranythinglikethat

Her:comeondon’tbelikethat,youtwowillget

alongjustfine

Me:reallynow?!

Her:trustme.she’llprobablyinviteyouoverfor

dinner



Me:andIwon’tattend.I’mnottrynaplayno

happyfamily

Her:there’snojustifyingdad’saction’stowards

youbutpleaseforgivehimYaya,heregrets

whathedid

Me:goodforhim

Her:comeonYayayounotthatperson.

Me:canIjustbegiventime,thismanflatly

deniedme,paintedmymomasahoewhenhe

knewverywellthathewastheonlyguywho’s

everhadsexwithherandthenhewasfinally

abletostandonhisowntwofeet,hedoesn’t

eventrytocontactmeorwhatsoeverandwhen

wefinallydomeethebehaveslikeajerk.No

offenseoranythingbutIdon’tneedyourfather

Her:Ihearyou.Butjustknowthatmomis

nothinglikehim

Me:ImakenopromisesbutIwillhearherout

Her:great.ByefornowIhavetogo



Me:bye**

ThiswholetimeIwaschattingonWhatsApp

withSinomomwasmakingsmalltalkwithme

abouteverythingthat’shappenedthisyearand

theconversationIwashavingwithSino

Her:it’salluptoyoubaby

Me:comeonmom,whatdoyouthinkIshould

do

Her:whatyourheartfeelsyoushoulddobaby.

Me:youknowIhateitwhenyousaythat.So

howarethingswithDr…what’shissurname

again?

Her:Drnoneofyourbusiness.Thereisnothing

goingonthere

Me:comeonmom

Her:butbabythere’sreallynothingtotell

Me:okfinedon’tshare…I’mcurious

Her:of?



Me:youknowhowyounormallyrockupin

Durbanasifitsnextdoor,whatwouldhappenif

youbumpedintoMrBashe?

Her:nothing

Me:youmeantotellmethatseeinghim

wouldn’tsparkanything?

Her:itwouldn’tsparkanything.I’movertheguy.

Me:notevenanger?

Her:notevenanger.

Inodded

Her:thequestionsyouask

Me:Ijustwanttoknow.Imeanyouguysnever

reallycalleditquitsoranything

Her:yes,buthisactionscalleditquitsforus.

hadhebeenmanenoughmaybeI’dhavea

differentresponse

Me:ok…sowhatnowthathewantstobeinmy

life?



Her:thenhecanbeinyourlifeifyouwanthim

initbaby.

Me:whataboutinyourlife?

Her:mylifeisbetterofftrustme

Me:Iseethat.Youglowing

Her:what?!Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Idon’tknow,youlighterandmorerelaxed

andprettymuchhappy

Her:becauselifeistreatingmewell.Thisthing

calledprayergoesalongway

Me:ofcauseitdoes

Isaidholdingbacklaughter.ReasonI’m

laughingisbecausethere’satimeAnitaonce

liedaboutgoingtochurchonlyforhertogoand

screwBonke.ItwasfunnyreallybecauseLedi

andIkeptmakingfunofherandhowshehad

been“praying”allnight.itwasfunnierthen.Her

andBonkearen’tbacktogetherbutNitaisusing

himforsex



Her:whyareyoulaughing?

Me:notlaughingmom,justthinkingabout

somethingmyfriendsandIjokeabout.

SpeakingofwhichIneedtocallthem,it’sbeen

awhile

Her:youlivewiththesepeople

Me:sorrybutnewsneverendmom.

Isaidwalkingtomyroomtoconferencecallthe

girls.

//Me:howareyoumylovies?

Ledi:Imissyouguysalready

Me:Where’sNita?

Nita:I’mhome,Igotheretoday

Me:wellwemissyoutoo

Nita:yeahwemissyoutoohoney

Me:aren’tyougoingtothatguyforholidays?

Ledi:hellNO!heiscomingheretomorrow



Me:pleasekeepoffthekitchencountersand

tableswhereweeaton

Nita:yeahLediplease

Ledi:Imakenopromises.I’lljiktheplacesok?!

Me:don’tusethematallLedi.Youhavearoom

Nita:momthinksI’mpregnant

Me:excusemewhat?

Ledi:noways

Nita:that’sexactlywhatItoldher

Me:youandBonkeusedprotectionright?

Nita:ofcause

Ledi:whataboutthatday…?

Nita:waitwhatday?

Me:whenyoucamebackfromBonkecrying,

whenyoufoundoutabouthimandEmilia

Nita:shiit!

Ledi:explainstheamountofsexyou’vebeen



having

Me:Nitayouok?

Nita:whatifI’mpregnant?

Ledi:thenthatbabywillhavethecoolestAunts

ever

Me:takeatestfriendandtakeitfromthere

Nita:mothersknowthesethings

Ledi:butthistimesheiswrongbabe.Let’sbe

positive

Nita:Ihopeso.Ican’taffordtohaveababyyoh!

ababywouldmeanmequittingdancing

Me:wedon’tknowifyoupregnantornot.Let’s

notjumpintoconclusionsjustyet

Ledi:Yandiisright.

Weshiftedthetopicandspokeofotherthings

insteaduntilwesaidourgoodbyes//

IfeltsorryforNita.Asforme,MelosuggestedI

getonthepillortheinjectionandIwentwith



thepillwhichmeantjoiningthegymbecause

thepillhassideeffects,likegainingweightor

havingbiggerboobsorsomethingalongthose

lines.IwasonMinesse,Itookitat8amevery

morning,itwasn’teasybutIhadtoanditalso

helpedwithmyperiodpains.Wehadn’tstopped

usingthecondomaspersaybuttherewere

thosetimeswheninwasunavailablelikeinthe

showerorattheofficeorclub,rathersafethan

sorry.

.

.
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Amsterdamwentasplanned,dadandIcame



backaftertwoweeksasplanned.Imustsayit

wasgoodtobeback.YayaandIspoke

everyday,calledeachotheronadailyandwe

didn’tgettiredofeachother.OhdidImention

thatshepassedallofhersubjectswith75and

above?Yes,shepassedwithcumlaude.I

passedallmysubjects,notwithcumlaudethou.

SheandIwouldexchangepictureseveryday

evenanditwasgreat.Wedidthisthingwhere

wewouldsendeachotherapictureoftheother

everymorningjusttoremindthemofwhatthey

missing,thiswasgoingtogoonuntilwesee

eachotheragainandImustsayherpictures

weretorturous.I’dgetahardonjustbyseeing

her,everytimeshesentmeanudeyouwould

swearitwasmyfirsttimeseeingherbody.It

wassoperfect.Herboobs,myword!Howcould

someonelookthatgood?Icamebackthis

afternoon;IwasattheBessmansion.Iwokeup

andcheckedmytextsandanameIhaven’t

seeninageshadsentmeapicture,itwasfrom



Kate.Itwasapictureoftwopregnancytests

bothpositive.Icalledhersametime.

//Me:Kate

Her:hi

Me:Ijustsawyourmessagenow

Her:yep

Me:whereareyounow?canwetalk?

Her:I’matres.

Me:canIcomeover?

Her:sure

Shewascrying,judgingbythesoundofher

voice.

Me:betherein30min//

Shejustcutthecallonme.Thiswasthelast

thingIneededrightnow,YayaandIwerehappy

tothatlevelofhappinessandnowthis?she

wasgoingtodumpmestraightup.Itookmy

phone,walletandcarkeysanddroveoffto



Katesres.Igotthereafteranhourbecauseof

festivetraffic,Iparkedmycarandlockeditthen

wenttoKate’sroom,Iknockedandshe

answeredafterawhile.Shehadpuffyeyes

almostlikeshehadbeencryingforsometime.I

pulledhertomychest,itfeltlikeIwascheating

onmygirlfriendbutKateneededme.Iclosed

thedoorbehindme.shebrokethehug.

Me:howfarareyou?

Her:Idon’tknow,amonthandsomeweek’s

maybe

Me:Sowhatwegoingtodonow?

Her:Idon’tknow

Me:Let'sgotothedoctorKate

Weweresittingonherbed,wellIwasatthe

edgeofitandshewassittinginthecorner

starringintoairspace.

Her:CanIjustprocessthisfirstthenthenwe’ll

talkabouttheresttomorrow.Itookthetestthis



morning...

Thetimewasjustafter2pm,wearrivedinSA

thismorningaround10am.

Me:ohcool.

Iburiedmyfaceinmyhands.Thiswasreally

thelastthingsheandIbothneeded,shehad

schooltofinishandIstillhadmyarticlesand

stufftodo.Wesatthereinsilence

Her:Thisisfreakingmeout

Me:It'salsofreakingmeout

Her:pleasejustleave.Iwanttobealone

Me:Katecomeon

Her:Derrickpleasejustleave.we’lltalkabout

thislateronortomorrow,Ijustwanttobealone

rightnow

Me:pleasedon’tmakeanyhastydecisions

withouttalkingtomefirst.

Her:sure.



Igotupandheadedforthedoorandsodidshe,

shewaitedformetowalkoutbeforelocking

thedoorbehindme.WhathaveIputmyselfinto?

WhatamIgoingtodowithababy?Yandiswais

notlikemymom,shewouldn’tbesoforgiving

aboutthesituationeventhoughithappened

beforeherandI.we’veoncespokeofthisand

shetoldmeflatoutthatshewasn’tcutoutfor

babymamadrama,saidshewaswaytooyoung

forbabymamadramasothis,thiswasgoingto

betheendofusnodoubt.Igotintomycarand

droveofftomyplace.Ineededtodosome

thinking.Ineededadrink.Ineededsex!Igotto

myapartmentandpouredmyselfsomescotch

andwenttoseatintheloungeandblastedmy

stereo.IhadadozenmissedcallsfromYaya,

mom,dadandAsebutmostlyfromYayabutI

didn’tpickupanyoftheircalls,Yayadidn’tgive

upofcause.Thiswasalotforme.Idrowned

mysorrowsinsomescotch.

.



.

-Kate

HowcouldIhavebeensostupid?Whosleeps

withsomeonewithoutusingacondom?Whois

sodumbenough?totopitoffthefatherisMelo

Besstheplayer.Momwasgoingtokillmeno

doubt!AfterMeloleft,myfriendSanelewhomI

sentapictureofthesametesttocameoverto

myroom.Thefirstthingshedidwashugme

tightlywhichonlymademecryharder.Momdid

notneedthis,reasonIsaymomisbecauseas

muchasMelohasthemeans,thebaby

wouldn’tbehistotakecareof,itwouldbemy

responsibilityanditwouldholdmebackfrom

school.It’sbadenoughthatI’monlydoingmy

firstyeargoingtodomysecondthisyearand

thenthere’smylittlebrotherinaprivateschool

whoisalsomom’sresponsibilityalonesothis

babywasunneededbaggage.Momisalecture

andshepays25%ofmyfeesviasubsidybut

eventhatshe’sstillpayingsomethingandshe’s



strugglingasitis.Thiswasjustbad.Sanele

tookmetothebedandwesatdown.shetook

myhandsintohers.

Her:didyoutellMelo?

Inodded

Her:andwhatdidhesay?

Me:wedidn’treallyhaveahearttoheart

conversationaboutthis,hewasasstressedasI

am.Hehasagirlfriendnowandthisisthelast

thingheneeds

Her:eitherway,thisishischild

Me:Iknowbutit’sachildIdonotwant,itcame

atthewrongtime

Her:sowhatareyousuggesting?

Me:Ican’tkeepthisbaby!

Her:Kateareyousureaboutthis?Iunderstand

younotreadyforababybutabortion?

Me:SaneleIcan’tkeepthisbaby;Iwouldn’tbe



abletogetoverthedisappointmentonmy

mom’sface.Thiswouldkillmygrandmother

Sanele

Her:Kateboththesepeopleloveyou,atsome

pointtheywillforgiveyou

Me:Ican’tdothistothemSanele,youhaveto

understand

Her:Iunderstandbabe,can’tyouatleastsleep

andthinkaboutthisproperlybeforeyoumakea

decisionyou’llendupregrettingforlife

Isighed.

Her:justthinkaboutthisproperbabe,Iknow

youscaredtodisappointyourmombutbabe

imaginethedisappointmentyouwouldgetfrom

herifyouaborted

ShehadapointbutIwasn’tfromDurban

originally,myfamilyisfromKokstad,mom

camehereforworkandIcameheretostudy

andgetmydegree.Howwouldthisevenwork?



Itriedtosleepbutwithnoluck,Icouldn’tstop

thinkingaboutthispregnancy.itwaspast8

now,stillcouldn’tsleepandstillnowordfrom

Melo,Ican’tsayIwasn’tworriedabouthimbut

hewasn’tmyproblem.JustasIwasinbedlike

that,IgotacallfromMelo.

//Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:youstillawake?

Me:Ican’tsleep

Him:Maybeit'sbecauseyouthinkingofalotof

things.Listentomusic.Ithelpsabit

Me:HowcanInotoverthink?Andyou,youjust

seemchilledwitheverything.HowamItheonly

onepanickinghereDerrick?

Him:Youright,IseemchilledbutI'mactually

not.HavingusbothPanickingwon'thelp

Me:I’mnotreadyforababy



Isaidwithtearsflowingtomypillow,justthe

thoughtofthismademecry,Icannotimagine

havingababy.I’monlyturning18thisyearsoa

babyisaNONO!

Me:WhatwillIsaytomymom?HowwillIeven

tellher?

Him:Let'sfirstbe100%surethatyoupregnant

firstandforhowmanyweeksthenwe'llfigureit

out......let'snotthinkaboutthatyet....

Me:Bothtestsarepositiveandapparentlythey

areverymuchaccurate...whatarethechances

ofmenotbeingpregnant?

Him:Geeeez,Idon'tknow.That'swhatI'mtryna

figureout

Me:I’mscared

Him:I'malsoscaredKate,butwe'llgetthrough

this...

Me:isthatapromise?

Him:Yes,ofcauseitis......



Me:youcan’tbemakingsuchpromisesDerrick,

youhaveagirlfriend

Him:canwefocusonthematterathandplease

Me:YoudorealizeI’mfromKokstadright...

Him:YeaIdo,and...?

Me:Howwouldthisworkout?

Him:Thebabyorthissuddenrelationship?

Me:Both

Him:Ummmh,Idon'thaveeverythingfigured

outyet.Butmybesthopesaretotrymakingit

work.Itcanbeyouschoolingparttime,and

gettingagoodpayingjob,I’llgiveyouacarto

maketravellingeasiersothatdistancewon’tbe

anissue.Idon’tknowyetKate.Idon’thave

everythingfiguredout.

Me:Goodnight

Him:Goodnight//

Ithinkthepregnancyhormoneswerealso



playingaroleinmymoodswings.Iwas

annoyedbyhimreally.Idecidedtotryandcatch

uponsomesleepbutnothing,theonetimeI

actuallyneededthesleepitwasnowheretobe

found.Thissuckedreally.

.

.

-Melo

Iwasn’tdrunk,Icouldn’tbringmyselfto.my

phonewouldn’tstopringing.ItwasYaya.I

finallydecidedtoanswerhercall,I’veavoided

herlongenoughanyway.

//Her:Melokuhlewhatthehell?Haveyouany

ideahowworriedI’vebeen?Evenyourmom

calledmeaskingaboutyou.Whyweren’tyou

answeringyourphone?Iseverythingok?

Me:everythingisfineYaya.Iwassleeping

Her:youlying,younotthatdeepofasleeper

Melokuhle



Me:right.

Her:WhatamImissing?DidIdosomething?

whatisitexactlyMelokuhle?

-Kateispregnantthat’swhatyoumissing-

Me:it’snothing,Ijustmissyouthat’sall

Her:andI’msupposedtobelievethatit’syou

missingmethat’smakingyouallgrumpyand

nottakingyourmotherscalls?

Me:it’sbeenalongdaybabe.Howareyou?

Her:I’mfine

Me:I’malsogoodthankyouforasking

Her:youshuttingmeoutandIdon’tunderstand

why

Me:I’mnotshuttingyouout.WhywouldIdo

that?

Her:Idon’tknow,that’sexactlywhatI’mtrying

tounderstandMelokuhle

Me:I’msorryyoufeelthatway



Her:ok.goodnight

Me:haiboYaya

Her:it’snopointtryingtohaveaconversation

withsomeonewhodoesn’twanttotalktoyou

Melokuhle.Itsucks

Me:I’msorry

Her:sure

Me:I’mbackinDurban

Her:great

Me:couldyousoundalittleexcitedplease

Her:forwhat?Younotexcitedtobetalkingto

me

Me:youknowIlovetalkingtoyou

Her:goodnightMelo//

Shedroppedthecallonmejustlikethat.She

wasmadatme,asmuchasIwasinnomood

tobeghershewasmygirlfriendandIstanda

greatchancetoloseheroverthissogathered



allmystrengthanddialledhernumberand

calledher.shewashesitanttoanswermycall;I

knowheralltoowell.Shewasprobably

watchingherphoneasmypicturewasflashing

onherscreen.Eventuallysheanswered.

//Her:What?

Me:babeplease

Her:whatisitMelokuhle?

Me:I’msorry

Her:whatisitMelokuhle?What’sbotheringyou?

Me:it’snothingbabe,Ijusthadabaddaythat’s

all

Her:youstilllyingtomeMelokuhle!

-howdidsheknow?

Me:Iwanttotellyoubutjustnotknowok,

pleasejusttrustmeonthis

Her:whywon’tyoutellmenowMelokuhle?

Me:it’snotsomethingtobesaidoverthe



phoneYaya,Ineedyoutounderstand

Her:callmewhenyoureadytotellmewhatthis

isMelokuhle//

Yandiswacouldbesodifficultfornothingwhen

shewantedtoyeses!Idecidedtoletherbeand

trygetsomesleepIhadonelastdrinkbefore

hittingthesacandIsleptlikeababy.Thenext

dayIwokeuptoscreenshotsfromKate,itwas

screenshotsaboutAbortion,costsandall.I

calledher.

//Me:morning

Her:morning

Me:areyoureadytotalktoday?

Her:yes.I’llcometoyourplace

Me:whattime?

Her:around10.

Me:sure

Her:bye//



Icheckedmyphoneandtherewasnothing

fromYaya.Itextedherbutnothing,sheblue

tickedme.Icalledherbutnothing.personallyI

thinkshewasbeingchildish!Iwenttoshower

andwenttogobuyfood,myfridgewasempty.I

camebackbefore10,awhilelatertherewasa

knockonmydooranditwasKate.Shelooked

beautiful.Iletherin.

Me:canImakeyousomethingtoeat?

Her:I’mnothungry

Me:youhavetoeatsomething

Her:Ihadanappleonmywayhere

Me:sure.

Idecidedtomakeussandwiches.WhenIwas

doneIwenttoputtheplatesintheloungewith

glassesofjuice.

Her:nothanks.

Ididn’trespond.



Me:Abortion?

Her:whatotheroptiondowehaveMelo?

Me:keepingitmaybe.

Her:thatisnotanoptionDerrick.

Me:okfine.Whenarewegoingtothehospital

toenquirethen?

Her:SaneleandIwenttherethismorningand

fromwhatwegotitwassaidthat9weeksand

belowthepillisR1000andthesurgical

procedureisR1375...

Me:butyoudoyouthinkit'sbeenmorethan9

weeks?

Her:Idoubtit,it’sprobably6weeks

Me:whichhospitaldidyougoto?itbetternot

bethoseshadyplaces

Her:wewenttoMarieStopes

Me:Iwouldpreferyougotoahospital

Her:Idon’thavemoneyforahospital



Me:I’llgiveyouthemoneythen.Justgotoa

hospitalandfindoutwhattheysay

Her:cool.

Me:doyouneedmethere?

Her:nope.Sanelewilldothiswithme,this

pregnancychangesnothing

Me:KateIamsorry.Idon’tknowwhatmoreI

needtosaytoyou.Iscrewedup,Iknowandno

amountofI’msorrieswillfixthingsorundothe

painI’vecausedyou

Her:what’sdoneisdoneMelo.Let’smoveon,

youhave

Me:Kateplease

Her:look,I’llgobookanappointmentandget

backatyou

Withthatshestoodupandheadedforthe

kitchen,shedidn’teventouchhersandwichor

anything.Ididn’twantlovebackoranythinglike

that,IjustwantedherandItobeongoodterms



forthesakeofpeace.Iwenttoclosethedoor

behindherandwentbacktotheloungetoeat

ofwhichIdidn’thaveanappetite.Ineeded

Yandiswaherewithme.Itookmycarkeys,

phoneandwalletthenheadedtomycarlocking

thedoorbehindme.IcalleddadandtoldhimI

wouldn’tbeavailableforworkthewholeofthis

week,itwasonaMondaybytheway.Mytrip

washeadedtoMthatha,yesIwasgoingtosee

her.Ineededher,Ineededtoseeher,talktoher,

feelhertouchandjustbeinsideofher.Icalled

herbutshewasignoringmycalls,Ikepttrying

butstillnothing.Ididn’tgiveupuntilshe

answered.

//Her:whatdoyouwant?

Me:YayaI’msorry

Her:forwhatMelokuhlehuh?

Me:everything…listen,Iwilltellyoueverything

whenIseeyou

Her:whycan’tyoujusttellmethetruth



Melokuhlehuh?oramInotworthyofit?I

thoughtwewereateamhere.YouandIwere

supposedtohaveatruthfulhonestrelationship

butIdon’tseethathappening.

ShewasonloudspeakerasIwasdriving.The

tripfromDurbantoKokstadwasthelongest,

thestopandgo’swereadrag.Iwaspastthe

tollgatesandheadedtoShepston

Me:YandiswaIwillexplaineverythingtoyou

whenIseeyouok.pleasejustcalmdown

Her:youmakingmeworryMelokuhle,yougoto

Amsterdamandcomebacknotansweringyour

phonethewholedayandstillexpectmetobe

coolandcalmwithyourbehaviour.Youreally

makingithardnottothinkoftheworst

Me:ifyouimplyingthatI’vecheatedonyou

Yandiswapleasegetitoutofyourmind

becauseIwouldneverdothattoyou

Her:younotgivingmemuchofachoicehere

Melokuhle.WhatamIsupposedtothink?



Itookmyphonefromthephonestandbutit

fell…justgreat!ItriedpickingitupandwhenI

hadfinallygrabbeditacarwasalready

swervingintome.Idon’tknowhoworwhat

happenedbutnextthingIknewit;itwaslights

outforme,wellnotreallylightsoutaspersay

becauseIcouldhearalotofnoiseandmyhead

pounding.Itriedtogetupbutmyheadwastoo

heavyandsore.MinuteslaterIheard

ambulancenoisesandpolicesirens.Justgreat,

anaccidentwasjustwhatIneedednowofall

times?!Idon’tknowwhenIlostconsciousbut

whenIwokeupIwasinwhatseemedlikean

ambulanceontheinsideandtwoguysasking

metosomequestionsIcouldn’treallyanswer.

Itclickedtome,IwastalkingtoYandiswa,

wherethehellwasmyphone?Iaskedtheguys

wheremyphonewas.Iwasn’tbadlyhurtor

shouldIsayIdidn’tfeellikeIwasbadlyhurt,my

headhurtandsodidmylegbutthatwasjust

aboutit.Ididn’tneedahospital.Ineededtoget



tomygirlfriend.
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Oneminuteyoutalkingtosomeoneandthe

nextyouhearglassesshattering,Idon'tknow

howthatsoundstoyoubutitsuredoesn't

soundtoogoodtome.Somethinghad

happenedtohim.

Me:Melo???

Hedidn'trespond.Ikeptcallingouthisname

butstillnothing.Mymindstartedwanderingto

aplaceitshouldn't.Ifhediedhisdeathwould



beonmyhands.Ishouldn'thavebeenarguing

withhiminthefirstplacebutnayehejust

makesmesomad!Whatwassobadthathe

couldn'ttellmeoverthephonehuh?

"Yandiswayintoni"(whatisit?)

Iwasbroughtbacktoearthbymompickingup

mynowbrokenphone...wellitwasn'tinpieces

butmyscreenprotectorhadcrackedbadly...

justgreat!Ithinkshecametocheckonme

becauseoftheimpactofmyphonehittingher

tiles.

Me:IhavetogobacktoDurban.

Isaidwalkingtomyroomandshefollowed

behindme

Her:what?Why?

Icouldfeeltearsthreateningtocomeout,my

eyeswereburningwithtears.Ifsomethingbad

happenedtohimI’dneverforgivemyself.Itook

outmysuitcaseandputitonmybedwithout



respondingtomom.AllIknewwasthatmy

manneededme,it'smyfaulthe'seveninthis.

Her:Yandiswababypleasetalktome

Me:IthinkMelohasjustbeeninanaccident

Sheputherhandsonhermouthshowingshock

withabitoffear.Ididn'tmindher,Ijuststarted

packing.IneededtobeinDurbanASAP!She

stoppedmeandpulledmetoherchestand

that'swhenIletthetearswin;AliciaKeyssaidit

herself,thesetearsalwayswin.

Me:it'sallmyfaultmama.WhatifIkilledhim?

ShejustkeptquietandbrushedmybackasI

sobbedonherchest.Ifeltreallybad.

AnhourlaterIwasonaplanetoDurban,my

clotheswouldbecomingbackwithNitawhoby

thewayreallywaspregnantandlet'ssayit

wasn'tasjoyfulaswehadmadeitouttobethe

lasttimewehadspokenoverthephone.She

wascryingsayingthathermomwas



disappointedandthatshewouldloseherspot

overatDavilyDanceAcademy...weirdnamefor

adanceschoolbutitwasacombinationof

DavidandLilyBess'snames,Damiennamedit

thattohonourhisparents.3hourslaterIwas

landinginDurban.Irequestedanuberandinno

timeitwashere,Irushedtothehospitalstill

tryingtogetholdofMelobutnothing.Iwentto

stAugustinbuthewasn'tthere.Icalledhis

sister,Iwashopingandprayingsheknew

something.

//Her:heyYaya

Me:MahlehaveyouspokentoMelo?

Her:notsinceyesterdayIthink.Whywhat's

wrong?

Me:haveyouspokentoyourfatheratleast?

Her:Yayayouscaringme.What'swrong?

Me:Idon'tthink.AwhilebackIwastalkingto

himandthenthenextthingIdon'tknowwhat



happened.AsemahleI'mscared.

Her:Yayabreatheok.Iamsureheisfine

Howcouldshebethiscalm?Acallcame

throughonmyphone.

Me:Ihavetogo;Ihaveacallcomingthrough

Her:okcool.Bye//

Itwasanunsavednumber.Ianswereditscared

oftheworst.

//Me:Hello?

Person:hi,youspeakingtoThabo

Me:ok?

Him:right.IsthisYandiswa?

Me:yes

Him:uhhhmIpickedupthisphoneandit's

writtentocallyournumberiflost

Me:uhhmwhatphoneisthat?

Ineededtobecertain!



Him:it'sthelatestiPhone,it'sgreyincolourand

ithasapictureofasleepinggirlasit's

wallpaper

Me:Thabowhereareyoucallingmefrom?

Him:PortShepston.

Me:uhhmmayIaskwhereyoupickedthe

phoneup?

Him:therewasanaccidentafewhoursago,I

foundthephoneonthegrass

Me:uhhmok.I'monmywaythere.Pleasesend

mealocationIcanmeetyouat.

Him:sure//

Hecutthecall.Iwasdefeated.Whatkindof

hospitaldoesn'talerttheparentsofapatient

thatjustgotinhuh?IcalledSiyawhocameto

pickmeuprightaway.

Him:whathappened?

Iwasabouttorespondwhenmyphonerang



anditwasAsemahle.

//Me:Mahle

Her:DerrickhasbeenadmittedtoShepston

hospital.Ididn'tgetallthedetailsbutmomand

IareonaflightbacktoSouthAfricaaswe

speak

Me:thanksforlettingmeknow

Her:sure//

Hervoicewasbreakinglikesomeonewhowas

holdingbacktears.

Him:everythingok?

Ishookmyhead.Nothingaboutthiswasok.

Me:he'sinShepstonhospital.

Him:sure

Hedidn'taskanyfurtherquestions;itwas

alreadypast5pm.Wegottothehospitalan

hourandahalflaterandwefoundhisfather

there.Hewassittinginthereceptionwaiting



room.IhadtextedThattomeetmeatthe

hospitalinsteadandheagreed,hegavemethe

phonewhosescreenprotectorwasasbadas

mineandIthankedhim.SiyaandIgreetedMr

BesswhotoldusthatDerrickwasn'tbadly

injured.Hehadaheadinjury,sprainedleganda

brokenarmwhichtomesoundedprettybad.

HeaskedthattheytransferhissontoDurban's

besthospitalandtheydidjustthat…perksof

beingDamonBess’sson.Wegottothehospital

hisAuntworksinandhewasallocatedaroom.

ThelasttimewespokewasbackinShepston

whenweweregreetingeachotherandthatwas

asfarasitgoes.Melowassleeping,seemingly

thedrugstheygavehimknockedhimrightout.

Siyadecidedtobreaktheice.

Him:didtheytellyouwhathappened?

Bess:Theysayatrucksmashedintothisother

carwhichswervedintohismakinghimhita

polewithhissideofthecar.Apparentlyitwasa

terribleaccident.



Him:damn.

Bess:yepDamn.He’sgoingtobeokYandiswa.

Ijustnodded.Ididn’treallyneedassurance,

Meloisafighteranywaybutwhatmyproblem

wasisthathadInotbeenarguingwithhimin

thefirstplace,hewouldn’tbeheretoday.Itwas

around7pmwhenthedoctorcametotellus

thathewasawakeandwecouldgoinandsee

him.Iliterallyrantohisroomandjumpedon

him.

Him:Iseewhowouldbesittingonthemattress

onthefloorifIwasdead.

Ihithimplayfully

Me:youscaredme

“Wegladyou’reawakeson”

WeweredisturbedbyMrBess’svoicewhich

wasasboldasMelo’s.Itriedtobreakthehug

butyoungBesswasn’tlettinggoofmygrip.

Me:HayiMelo



Him:I’mnotlettingyougo.JoinmeinBed

Hewhisperedinmyear

Siya:ifthisishowyouguysaregoingtobe,

thendadandImightaswellleaveyouguystoit

WelaughedandsodidMrBess.

Bess:theymissedeachother,itsallowed

Igiggledinembarrassment.Igotontopofthe

bednexttohimandhesnuggledmewithhis

freearm,theotheronehadcementonit

Siya:aren’tyouhurtinghim?

Him:nahI’mgood.Ijustwanttogetoutofthis

place

Dad:whatisitwithyoupeopleandhospitals?

Melo:wellyou’veneverbeeninonesoyou

wouldn’tunderstand

Dad:right…Yourmomandsisterareontheir

way

Melo:it’sreallynotthatbaddad.Theydon’t



havetoflyhere;I’mgettingouttonightanyway

Me:sayswho?

Melo:me.I’msickofbeinghere.Iwantmybed

Siya:ithasn’tevenbeenaday.Relax!

Dad:younotgoinganywhereuntilthedoctor

dischargesyouMelo.Atleaststayfortheweek

Melo:nowaysdad.Iwillgomad!

Me:wouldithurt!

Melo:Yayawilltakecareofme…how’sthat?

Ilookedupathimandhehadaseriousplace.

Dad:youknowyourmotherwouldn’thavethat.

Let’sjustherewhatthedoctorsaysfirstand

thenwe’lltakeitfromthere

Iwatchedthistwogobackandforthandboth

ofthemwerejustasstubbornastheother,I

finallysawwherehegothisstubbornness

from…ohandhismomtoo.

Melo:fine.Aday



Me:3days’max

Dad:yes,Yandiswaisright.youneedtorecover

properly!

Siya:Itotallyagreewiththem

Hewascornered.

Him:fine.

Dad:I’lltalktoyourdoctorandseehowbadly

injuredyouareandwe’lltakeitfromthere

Him:momhasreallyruinedyou

Hesaidrollinghiseyes.Thedoctorcameinto

tellusthatvisitinghourswereover.Hewasnot

sohappywithmesleepingwiththepatientbut

thisstupidpatienthadithiswayornowayatall.

Drgaveupandletmesleeponthebedwithhim

fortherestofthenight.Iwokeupbeforehim

andwenthometowash.WhenIcameback2

hourslaterhewaswithhismomandsisters.

MrsBessgavemeabighugwhenshesawme

walkintherestfollowed



Melo:wheredidyoudisappearoffto?

Me:Ihadtogoshowerandchangemyclothes

Ikissedhischeekbuthepulledmeinforareal

kiss

Mom:Ahem.Motherintheroom.

Webrokeit.

Ase:they’vemissedeachothermom…likeyou

anddad

Iya:yep…younotonetotalk

Mom:ohshutup!Ispoketoyourdoctorandhe

saidyouwillbeouttomorrowlaterandyou

cominghomesoImakesureyourecover

accordingly.

Melo:youkiddingmeright?

Mom:youeitherstayhereandrecoveroryou

comerecoverathome.Yourchoice

Melo:thisisnotfair.

Ase:youknowshe’simpossiblebruh



Iya:yepsojustgivein

Helookedatme

Him:I’msureyoualsohavesomethingtoadd

Ishookmyhead.Wehadmeaningless

conversationuntileveryoneelseleftandIwas

leftwithjusthim.Hisphonerang.

//Him:hello

…..

Him:listenI’minhospitalatthemoment

……

Him:Iwasinacaraccident.nothingserious

….

Him:I’mfineKate.Fridaymorning?

…..

Him:I’lltalktoAsemahleandshe’llgiveyoumy

card

…



Him:bye//

Helookedatmeprobablytryingtoreadmy

expressionbutIwasn’tabouttoactlikea

jealousgirlfriend.Ikeptquiet.

Him:pleasecomeseathere

Hesaidpattingonthebed.Ididastoldand

wenttoseatwhereheaskedmeto.hetookmy

handintohis,hehadaseriousface.Mymind

literallywenttobeingdumpedforKate.She’s

HOT!Iwouldn’tblamehim;shewasflamesno

doubt.

Him:YayaKateispregnant

Ikeptquiet.Irememberedaconversationwe

oncehadabouthimpregnanting(ifsuchaword

exists)someoneandhowitwouldbetheendof

usbecauseIamnotcutoutforbabymama

drama.Oknoteverybabymamabringsabout

dramabutIdon’tthinkIwouldbestrong

enoughtoplaystepmom,Ilovekidsandallbut

atthispointinmylifeIamnotreadyforthat,



I’mwaytooyoung.Ipulledmyhandawayfrom

his.

Him:pleasejusthearmeout.

Itfeltlikeaspearhadjustpiercedrightintomy

heart.Ithurtsomuch.

Him:itwasbeforeyouandIhappenedYayaI

swear.Andtotopitoffshe’snotkeepingit

Ididn’thearwhateverhesaidaftertheaborting

part.Whatdidthismeanreally?Whywouldthey

decideonabortion?It’swrong.Thechildhasno

sin.Theyaretheonesthatcommittedthesin.

Abortioninmyeyesisjustwrongnomatterthe

reasons,it’sjustwrong.Thebabydeserveslife.

Ipulledmyhandfromhisandheletgoofhis

grip.

.

.
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Asifthingscouldn’tbeworsemystupidinjuries

startedactingup…justgreat!Mygirlfriendhad

walkedoutonme.Shedidn’tsayanything,she

justleftmesittingonthatbedasifsheheard

mesayImurderedsomeone.Callmeanass

butshewasbeingunreasonable,Ineededher

andshewaspullingsuchstuntsonme.Kate

hashermindmadeupaboutabortingand

there’snoreasoningwithheronthis.Igetit,

shedoesn’twanttodisappointthepeopleshe

lovesandthenthere’stheschoolthingbutIcan

takecareofher,Mrs.Besswon’tbehappy

aboutitthat’sforsurebutshewillunderstand

andlandahelpinghand.IcalledYayabuther

phonewentstraighttovoicemail.Idon’tknow

howmanyvoicemailmessagesIleftherbefore



givingup.Itriedgettingsomesleepbutnothing

soItextedmytwintocomevisitme,andshe

cameatlunchtimewithlunch.

Her:sowhereisthefutureMrs.Bess?

Me:She’sgone

Her:didyouguysfight?

Me:don’tscoldmeforwhatI’mabouttotell

you,thelastthingIneedisanAmahleBess

rightnow

Her:itwilldependonwhatyouhavetosay

Me:Kateispregnant

Shecouldn’thidehershock.Shewasaboutto

speakwhenIcontinued…“she’sabortingitthis

Friday”

Her:What?Derrickareyouserious?

Inodded

Me:I’vetriedgettinghertokeepitbutshe

doesn’twanttohearanyofthat,hermindis



madeuponabortingit

Her:it’syourbabytooMelokuhle

Me:butit’sherwomb

Her:YesesMelokuhlehowcouldyoubeso

careless?Everheardofthisthingcalleda

condom?Whendidthisevenhappenhuh?Did

youthinkofYayawhenyouwerescrewingyour

exwithoutacondomMelokuhle?Youcanbe

suchanassholeyeses!

Andtheremytwingoesbeingallmomonme

whenIaskedhernicelynottobe.Shewasmad

andIdon’tevenunderstandwhyshewasmad.

She’snotthepregnantonehereandshe’sbusy

throwingtantrums.

Me:mayIspeaknow?

Shenodded.

Me:firstofall,ithappenedbeforeYandiswa

andIstarteddating,thatdayatLu’spartywhen

KateandIhaddisappeared…wellatleastthat’s



whenIthinkithappened.Youmakeitsound

likeIaskedforthisAsemahle.

Her:youdidwhenyouflippinhadsexwithouta

condom.Whatdidyouexpectofithuh?A

celebratorygiftoraunicornmaybe?Youknow

theconsequencesMelokuhle

Me:youdon’tneedtoshout;Icanhearyou

perfectly

Her:soisthiswhyYandiswaleft?

Inodded

Her:doyoublameher?CauseIdon’t.

Me:Melodycouldyoupleasejustthisoncebe

mysisterandnotbemom.IknowIscrewedup

ok,Iknow.AndifIcouldturnbacktimeI

promiseyouIwouldbutIcan’t,mybackis

againstthewallhere.

Her:okokfine.I’msorry,Ican’thelpbutthink

ofMom’sreactiontothewholesituation

Me:yeahwellI’malreadyoveritseeingthatyou



playedherrolesodamnwell

Shehitmeonmyinjuredshoulder.

Me:OUCH!

Her:sowhat?Youjustgoingtolethergo

throughwithit?

Me:doIhaveachoicereally?

Her:yes,convincehernottogothroughwithit

Me:whatabouthereducation?

Her:sheshouldhavethoughtifthatwhenshe

hadsexwithoutacondom

Me:comeonMel

Her:mybackisagainstthewalltooMelo.I

reallydon’tknowwhattodoorsayinthis

situation.Ican’thelpyououtwiththisonebro

andevenifIweretotalktoYayaforyou,what

arethechancesofgettingthroughtoher?She’s

disappointedMelo,youwerereckless

Shewasright.Ijustnodded



Me:thisstaysbetweenusMel.Please!Not

evenIyacanknowseeingwhatshewent

through

Her:youhavemyword.ThelastthingIwould

wanttoshareisyouagreeingtoyourex

abortingyourchild

Me:yoursarcasmischarmingtwin.

Her:Ijustwasn’texpectingthisMelook.Thisis

abombok!Andyoucan’tconvincehertokeep

it?

Ishookmyhead.I’vetriedok.I’vebeggedher

countlesstimesbutshedoesn’twanttohear

anything.Ididn’tbegherbecauseIwantthe

babyoranythingbutIbeggedherbecause

abortionisdangerousanditmaycomewith

complicationsinfuture,complicationsshemay

neverrecoverfromandIdon’twantthatforher.

I’mnotreadyforachildmyselfbutifitsalready

herethenIdon’tseewhynottakeresponsibility

forit?IjustwishYandiswacouldunderstand,I



knowshe’snotreadyforsuchbutIneedher.

.

.

-Asemahle

Seeingmytwinhurtingwasprobablythemost

painfulthingI’veexperienced,wellapartfrom

havingtolosemygrandparentsandthetime

Yanalostherbaby,youneedtounderstand;I’ve

neverexperiencedboyfriendheartbreakbefore

butI’mprettysureitwasaspainfulasthis.I

wantedtopullhimtomychestandtellhimthat

everythingwasgoingtobeok.Ithinkhismain

concernwasYaya,mybrotherhaslovedbefore

buthe’sneverbeenattachedashewastoYaya.

Helivedforher,asmuchastheirrelationship

wasnewbutmybrotherlovedherthatmuch.

LovelikethatI’veonlyeverseenitfrommom

anddadsothisthingoftheirswasjust

beautifultomeanditmademecraveforlove…

speakingoflove,Imetaguybackin



Amsterdam.He’sfromSouthAfricatooandhe

wasthereforholidaysaswell,hewas24and

hewasaBusinessAnalyst.

Me:yourlifeisdepressingbruh

Him:tellmeaboutit.

Me:soImetthisguy

Helookedatmeandchuckled.Trustmy

brothertolaugh,hislaughwasannoyingand

irritating.Butthenagainwhocouldblamehim

forlaughing?Heneverthoughthewouldliveto

seethedaywhereIactuallyutterthosewords.

Him:ishereal?

Me:thefuck?Ofcausehe’sreal

Him:Imeancananyoneelseseehimeither

thanyoutwinny

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:ok.Iamoutofhere

Him:relaxI’mjoking.Soyouweresaying



Me:hisnameisSeanandheisajunior

BusinessAnalystatsomecompanyinJoburg

Him:yourfirstrelationshipandit’salong

distanceone?

Hesaidinthemostirritatingsarcastictone.As

muchasIhateitbuthehadapoint.

Me:shouldIleave?

Him:youknowI'mjustpullingyourlegSis.So

tellmeareyouguysdatingorwhat?

Me:Idon'tknow...Iguessyoucouldsaythat.

HeintimidatesmeRick

Him:ncoooahsomeoneisinlove.That'sso

cute

Me:seriously

Him:yes,seriously.Sowhenwillyoutwohook

up?

Hesaidgivingmethatnaughtysmileofhis...he

wastalkingaboutsex.



Me:youknowverywellIwon'tdothat

Him:youwanttohavekidssomedayright?

Me:someday...yes

Him:yeahwellyouhavesexinordertobeable

tohaveachildMelody.AsyourbrotherI’lltell

youthis,sexisthebestthingEver,wellwiththe

rightpersonofcause.Anyway,don'trushinto

anythingok.

Me:isyougivingmerelationshipadvice?

Webothlaughed.

Him:ofcause.IfIdon't,whowill?Youmyonly

twinhereandthelastthingIwantisyou

makingdecisionsyou’lllaterregret

Me:arewestilltalkingaboutmehereorwe’ve

movedontoyou?

Hechuckled.Thisthingwasreallystressing

himouteyandIfeltsorryformybrother.We

continuedtalkingwithmetellinghimaboutmy

boyfriendandhewashappyforme.When



visitinghourswereoverIdecidedtopayYayaa

visit.NotonbehalfofMelobutbecauseI

wantedhertoseereason.Igottoherplaceand

sheopenedformeandIdroveintheyard.I

wentinsideandshelookedlikeshehadbeen

crying.Ijustpulledherinforahugandledusto

acouchinthelounge.Shebrokeoutofmy

arms.

Me:howareyou?

Her:good

Me:Melotoldme…

Her:whatdothinkIshoulddo?

Me:Ican’ttellyouwhattodobutifIwereyouI

wouldhearhimout.Hedidn’tsendmehereby

thewaybutIfeellikeyoubeingunreasonable

herebecausehedidn’tcheatonyou,it

happenedbeforeyoucameinthepictureandif

thiswillbetheendofyouguysthenthelove

youthinkyouhadformybrotherisnotas

strongasyouthinkofithavebeen



Callmejudgyorwhateverbutitiswhatitisok.

ifyoulovesomeone,suchthingswouldn’tbreak

you.Theywouldmakeyoustronger.

Her:Idon’tknowwhatyouimplyingbutIlove

Melokuhle

Me:yougotintothisrelationshipwithbothfeet

knowingverywellthatsuchthingsmaycome

upinthelongrun,exceptthistimeitcameup

soonerthanexpected.Mypointhereisthatyou

knewhispastbutyoustilldatedhimanyway.I

knowforsurethatitsoncecrossedyourmind

thathemighthaveababysomewherebutitstill

didn’tstopyoufrombeingwithhimbecause

youlovehim

Shenodded

Me:whereisthatlovenowthatheneedsyou?

KatehashermindmadeupaboutAbortingthe

childandthere’sliterallynothingMelocoulddo

aboutithere.HeneedsyouYaya

Her:howamIsupposedtobethereforhim?



I’veneverbeeninthissituationbefore.Idon’t

knowhowtohandlesuch

Me:nowisn’tthatthebeautyofitallhuuh?

You’vebothneverbeeninthissituationbefore

butyoucanbothwalkthroughittogether.I

knowyoulovemybrotherandIknowheloves

you.Youknowhetoldmehowhecameabout

tobeinanaccident

Sheflushedinembarrassment.

Me:Iknowyouguyswerefightingoverhimnot

tellingyouthisoverthephone.Asinjuredashe

was,youknowwhohewasworriedabout?You

Yaya.hedidn’tcareabouthisinjuries;allhe

knewisthatheneededtogettoyoudespite

everythingbecausehelovesyouYandiswa.

Somethinglikethisisnotsomethingtobetold

overthephone

Shenodded.ForthefirsttimeIwastheone

withtheadviceandYayawasthespeechless

one…crazyturnofeventsifyouaskme.



Her:Ihearyou

Me:thatguylovesyoudude

Her:hahahayou’vetoldmemorethanenough

tolastmeforeverbabe

MybrotherandYayawereamatchmadein

heavenandIwouldhateforthistobetheend

ofthem.PlusIloveYayaandIthinkshewould

maketheperfectsisterinlaw_…Wecontinued

chatting,ItoldheraboutSeanandshewas

happyforme.Sheaskedmetodropheroffat

thehospitalatMeloandIdidjustthatthenI

drovehome.

.

.

-Melo

Iwaswokenupbymyphonefeelingtheneedto

goandpee,asmuchofastruggleitwasgetting

offthebedIfoundawaytodoitmyself.I

refusetolookweak.Isawhersleepingonthe



chairlookingbeautifulasusual.IhatethatIput

herinthissituationbutIwasgladshewashere

becausethenitmeantshewaswillingtohear

meout.Itriedgettingoffwithoutalarmingher

andIsucceeded,IwenttothelooandwhenI

camebackshewasawake.

Her:forasecondIthoughtyouweredead

Me:hahahahaveryfunnyYaya.itwilltakemore

thanThis-Iwavedmyfreearmtomyinjured

side-tokillme

Her:howareyouthou?

Me:I’mdealing…Ican’twaittogetoutofthis

place

Her:ofcause.ButImeanttheKatething

Me:Idon’tknowhonestly.She’sgoingthrough

withitandthere’snothingIcandoaboutit

Her:youdorealisethatsomedaythiswillall

comebacktohauntyou,youwillhateyourself

fornottryinghardenoughtostopher.



Me:Iknowbabe.TrustmeIknowandthelast

thingIwantistolivewithregretsfortherestof

mylife

Her:tryreasonwithKate.Thechildsheis

carryingisyoursasmuchasitishers.Thisis

notherdecisionalone

Me:I’vetriedYaya.Ireallyhavebutshetoldme

abouthowshedoesn’twanttodisappointher

motherwhoisstrugglingalreadywithher,her

brotherandgrandmother.Ababyisjust

baggageshedoesn’tneed…

Her:evensobabe,itwon’tbeherbaggageto

takecareof.Imeanyouhavethemeanstotake

careofthechild

Me:tryconvincingherallofthatbabe.I’vetried

andfaileddismally.Shejustdoesn’twantthis

child

Shenoddedslowly.Wewerebothlayinginbed

withheronmychest.Ididn’tthinkshewould

standbymebuthereshewasconvincingmeto



convincemyextokeepourbaby…ifshewas

notanotherversionofmomthenIdon’tknow

whowas.Ididn’tdeserveheratall!

.

.
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SometimesIsurprisedmyself.Whatkindof

idiotwouldconvincetheirboyfriendtoconvince

hisextokeeptheirchildhuh?Me.That’swho.

I’msuchanidiot.Hopefullymyidiotnesspays

offsomeday.Melokuhlehadbetterputaringon

myfingersomedayforbeingsuchanamazing

girlfriend.IdeserveitevenifIsaysomyself.

BaeandIspendtherestofthenightchatting



aboutourholidaysandhowmuchwemissed

eachother,suchapitywecouldn’tshoweach

otherjusthowmuchbutassoonasthat

cementcomesoffbestbelievewewon’tsleep…

whichwillbe6weeksto8fromnow.Sucks

right?Butit’sallforthebest.Itookanuberto

myplacetogoandwashup,asIwascoming

outofyardabouttorequestanuber,acar

pulledupinfrontoftheyard.Ok…thedoor

openedandyouwon’tguesswhorockedupout

ofit.Itwasmyex…theonethatbrokemyheart?

Rememberhim?Theguythatbrokeupwithme

becauseIwouldn’tlosemyvirginitytohim.The

sameguywhopostedapictureofusandtold

thewholeworldthathewassinglenowandhe

wasreadytomingleinmyexpensebytheway.

Yes,youguessedit,itwasmyassholeofand

ex;Zuko.Hecameovertomeandattemptedto

hugmebutIjustlookedathim.

LasttimeIsawhim;thingsdidn’tgosowelley.

Iactuallymethimthispastholidaysandyou



wouldn’tguesswhathappened.Thiswashow

ourconversationwent

*******************

ZukoandIweretalkingabouthissuicide

thoughtsthispastyearandhowthebigcity

wasjusttakingitstollonhim.Hewas

depressednodoubt.Wehadmostlybeen

talkingabouthisWhatsAppstatusesandhow

depressingtheyweretoread.Hewasn’thappy

anditkindofbotheredmenolie,Icaredabout

despiteourpast,Istillcared.

Me:Youknowhowtomakepeoplehappy.

There’smoretoyouthanthat.Don’tlet

depressioncloudwhoyoutrulyare

Him:Iknowbutwho'sgoingtosavemewhenI

needsaving?

Me:youhavefriends,family

Him:YouknowIbottlemyemotions,Icango

outthereandmakepeoplehappyandcome



backhomeandwhenI'maloneIstartthinking

aboutmyproblemsandfeellikenottalkingto

anyoneandturnoffmyphone.

Me:Zuko

Him:Thisisnotthetimeandplaceforallthis.

Me:Whenisthetimeandwhereistheplace?

I’mnotbeingcockyoranythingbutIthinkI’m

theonepersonyouseemtobewillingto

actuallytalkbecauseIunderstandyou.Allof

you.AlotmayhavechangedkodwaI’llalways

behereforyou.IthinkIoncetoldyoutoput

youremotionsinasong

Him:I'llbeokman,don'tmakeitabiggie.

Me:Itsalwaysbeenabiggie.Idon’twantyouto

drowninyouremotions.Knowingyou,youhave

someonewhoiswillingtobethereforyou

Him:It’sjustaphaseYandiswachillyourtits

down

Me:Stopbeinganass!Kaneneawuqhelanga



ukwaziwakangakayintombi(ohrighthowcould

Iforget,younotusedtobeingknownthiswell

byagirl)

IknewZukolikethebackofmyhandbut

sometimeshedidthingsthatsurprisedeven

me.

Him:Nawestopbeingtooserious.

Me:Ican’t.Thisisserioustshii!OkI’llletyoube,

ononeconditionthou

Him:Yes?

Me:Putyouremotionsinasong.Feel

depressed?Write.Feelsad?Write.Feelhappy?

Write.Iwantyoutoputthisinyourmusic.

Him:Ayay!Captain.Let’sgotomycrib,this

placeiscrowded

Me:what?No.

Him:comeonYandspleasejustcomethrough

tothecrib



Me:Lolnoways.I’mheremoswithyou,isthat

notenough?

Him:pleaseYandi

Me:getlaidunintentionally?Nothanks

Him:Lolwhatdoyoumeanunintentionally?

Dude.

Me:LolyouknowexactlywhatImean.Youand

mebehindcloseddoors...lookatthedayIlost

myvirginity

Him:Lolthatwasunintentional,tomorrow

doesn'thavetobe

Me:NoooooohthanksI’mgood

Him:Yands,pleasecomethru

Me:I’msorrybutnowaysdude

Him:Youknowwehaven'thadtimetobe

togetherandbondagain,tomorrowcanbethat

day...Youandmeagain

Me:Pleadingdoesn’tsuityou.Besideswe



bondingnow

Him:HahahaIknowright,itsucks

Me:Youdon’thavetobegnje...

Him:Ido,whenIreallywantsomething.And

thatisyoutobewithmetomorrow

Me:Exceptitwon’thappen

Him:Yayaplease

Me:sorrybruh

Him:Whywon'tyoucome?

Me:Youknowexactlywhy...

Him:Becauseyoudon'twanttogetlaid?That's

it?

Me:No...causeIhaveaboyfriend

Him:Youhaveaboyfriend?

Heaskedsoundingshockedwhichonly

annoyedmereallybecausemyMeloisonmy

Instagramandhewasmycurrentprofilepicture



onWhatsApp.Okthepicturelookedlikeithad

beendownloadedsoIdon’tblamehimfor

thinkingitwassomecelebritycrushbecause

Melolookedthepartey.

Me:mxm!

Him:fine

Wehadanotherconversationuntilwedecided

tocallitaday,thatdaywedidn’tchaton

WhatsApporwhatsoever,heignoredmytexts

andIlethimbebecauseIreallydidn’tneedhim

inmylifeandhimmakingmefeelbadfornot

wantingtogotohishomewithhim.Iwokeup

tothistextafterhavingrejectedgoingtosleep

overathisplace

“funny,Iheardthemostsurprisingnews,that

youhadaboyfriendwhichIalwayssuspected...

SowhileIwasbeingignoredallthosemonths

youwerebusywithyournewformedloveand

noweverythingmakessense.Theleastyou

couldhavedonewasgivemeaheadsupyou



knowbutheythingshaveafunnywayof

comingout.YouhavealifeofyourownandI

don'treallyblameyou.Ihopey'allarestill

togetherandpushing,he'snotbadthou.IsawI

pictureofyoutwo”

NowIknowIshouldn’thavebeensocializing

withmyexseeingthatIhaveanewboyfriend

andallbuthewantedtocleartheairand

apologizeforprettymucheverythingandlikea

foolIagreedtomeetupwithhimoverlunch.

Fromthereonwedevelopedsomesortof

friendshiporatleastthat’swhatitseemedlike

tomeuntilthetextandthenheblockedmeon

WhatsApp…howchildishcanoneberight?

********************

SoyeahthatwasthelasttimeIheardfromhim.

Him:YandiIamsorryforthewaythingswent

betweenus

Me:I’moveritZuko.What’sdoneisdone



Him:Yandipleasejusthearmeout

Me:noZukoyouhearmeout.ItoldyouIhada

boyfriend,you’veseenthatIhaveaboyfriend

butyoustillplayedyourselfforafooland

pretendedthatitwasmebeingcrazymeas

usual.Idon’tblameyoureallybecausemaybeI

havemadeyoufeelthatway.Thiscycleofours

andstuff,youscrewup,apologize,andIletyou

rightbackintomylife.It’sbeenthatwayandit

stillwasthatwaybutI’mdonewithitZuko.Its

drainingforme.youhavealifeinJoburgandI

havealifehere,letsrespecteachotherplease

Him:YandiIcan’tletyougo.Youmycoconut,

alwayshaveandalwayswillbe

Ichuckledindisbelief.Wasthisguyhearing

himself?

Me:was,pasttense.Youhaveagirlfriend

whomyou’vebeenflashingonInstagramand

yourWhatsAppZuko,she’syourcoconutnow

andnotme



Him:canwenottalkabouther.Yandiyouknow

IloveyouandIneverstopped,I’llneverstop.I

waschildishandstupidandimmature,I’ve

grownupnowandIsweartoyouthingswillbe

differentthistimearound.Nomorepain.

Me:funnyyoushouldsaythatbecausethereis

nothistimearound.Ididn’tunderstandthe

emotionalpainyouputmethroughbutits

seemedtopayoff.Iguessit’struewhenthey

sayWithPainComesLovebecausetheguyI

amwithnowwillneverhurtmethewayyoudid.

Iaintevenmadanymore,I’mjustirritatedby

youandIwanttoleave

Him:sothat’sit,you’vegivenuponusjustlike

that

Me:Zukofocusonyourgirlfriend,it’sthebest

thingyou’lleverdo.

Him:YandiIwon’tgiveuponus

Me:wellthenbestofluckwiththat.Whileyou

busynotgivingup,Ishouldgoandseemy



boyfriend.He’sprobablypanicking

Him:youenjoyingthishuh?

Me:notreally,it’sjustpathetic

Isaidwithashrugthenrequestedanuber

whichcameinlessthantwominutes.Igoton

andaskedhedropmeoffatthehospital.He

wasgettingdischargedtodayandhewasgoing

tohishome,Asewasfetchinghim.Igottothe

hospitalandMr.wasalreadypackedwaitingon

hissisterandme…Ihuggedhimandweshared

akiss

Him:you’vebeengoneforaverylongtime

Me:onmywayoutIranintoZuko

Him:theex-boyfriendthatlivesinJoburg?

Me:yephim,hewasbusyconfessinghis

feelingsandstuff

Him:Ihopeyoudidn’tentertainhimthistime

around



MeloknowsImetupwithhimthispast

Decemberandhewasnotsohappyaboutit,he

didn’ttalktomeforhoursbuthefinallygavein,

bythetimeIwenttobedheandIwereongood

speakingtermsbutheaskedthatInever

entertainhimagain,hewasanexandheshould

staythere.Wedidn’tneedtobefriends.

Me:Ididn’tbabe.Hecorneredmeleavingno

optionbuttolistentohiscrap,busyaskingme

forstupidlovebackasifIwouldevergetback

togetheragainwithhim

Hesmiled.

Him:that’smygirl.Yousoadorablewhenyou

mad

Me:I’mnotmad,I’mirritatedbywhatIhadto

endurebabe

Ikissedthesideofmyhead.

Him:sorrybabe.

JustthenAsewalkedinwithhisprescription



andherpursethatlookedlikemineinherhand.

Her:don’tyoutwogettiredofeachother.You

sleptherewithhimeverydayYaya

Ilookedatherandsmiled

Him:you’llunderstandwhenyoustarthaving

sex

Icouldn’thelpbutlaugh.Myboyfriendwas

alwaysreadywithananswer;itwasannoyingif

youaskme.

Her:don’ttellmeyoutwohavebeenhavingsex

inthehospital

Shesaidlookingdisgusted.

Him:ifIdidn’thavethesestupidthingsonmy

armandlegthenwewouldhave.It’sprobably

theonlyplacewehaven’texperimented

Ihithisuninjuredarm.

Him:OUCH!

Ase:thankyou.Ididn’tnotneedtoknowthat



Melo.NowIneedtocountwhereIseatoreatin

yourflat

Welookedateachotherandheflashedmethat

naughtysmileofhisthatwasamajorturnon

formebytheway.

Her:ohwow!Justwowyouguys.Youtwoare

addicts

Me:it’sallhim

Him:sexisamutualthinghoney.

Ase:canwejustleavebeforeyouguysgetany

ideas.

Shesaidwalkingout.Itookhisbagbutmy

stubbornboyfriendwhomIlovedearlywasn’t

havingthat,hecarriedhisownbag.Hiscarwas

inforrepairs,itwasn’tthatbadreallybutlucky

himhehadthei8togowith.Whenhegotinan

accidenthewasdrivinghisAstonMartin.We

gottoAse’scarandshedroveofftoherhome

withus.Onthewaywewerebusypickingon



Aseaboutherhavingaboyfriendandher

relationshipbeingalongdistanceone.

.
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AsmuchIwasn’thappythatIwouldbestaying

atthemansionbecauseitmeantmomwillbe

allupinmyface24/7,IwasgladthatIwas

leavingthehospital.Wegothomeandthe

familywasallthere,momwaspreparing

somethingtoeat,itsmeltheavenly.Shewasa

goodcooknodoubtbutshewasnothing

comparedtodad,whobarelycookedforus.

Yayahelpedmeinsideandshehelpedmesiton



thecouch,IwasinpainbutIwasnotaboutto

givethemreasontosendmebackintothathell

holeandhaveeveryoneofthemtreatingme

likeababywhocan’tdoanythingforhimself.

MygoodlookswerestilltherebutnowIhad

scarshereandthere.Thataccidentscrewed

meup,Iwasliterallyatthewrongplaceatthe

wrongtime.MyloveforYandiswaGxabawillbe

thedeathofmeIswear,ifshewasn’tmadat

methenIwouldn’thavebeendrivingtoMthatha

inthefirstplace…okmaybeIwouldhavebeen

butnotonthatday.NexttimeIwon’tbeso

lucky.Shedidapologizeforbeingmadandshe

alsoapologizedforbeinginthissituation,she

blamedherselfforitbutItoldheritwasn’ther

faultbecauseIbelievethatifsomethingis

meanttohappenthenthere’snostoppingit,

eventhoughsomeofyoumayargueandsay

thatnothingiswrittenonstonebutwecan’t

changereality.Ifwecouldthendeathwouldn’t

exist.AnywayshehelpedmesitdownandI



pulledherontomylap.

Her:comeonMelo.Respectyourparents

please

Me:haveyouanyideahowmuchIhavemissed

youYaya

Isaidkissinghercheek.Thiscementneededto

getoffalready.Ineededmydamnarminthis

situations.ShegotoffmeandwhoamItofight

whenIhaveoneworkingarm.

Her:I’llgoseeifyourmotherneedshelp

Me:seriously?Ididn’tbringyouhereformy

motherYandiswa

Her:youdidn’tbringmehereatall

Shesaidlaughingandwalkingaway.Thisgirl.

Alwaysreadywithananswer.Mybigsister

walkedinandkissedmycheekthensatnextto

me.

Her:howareyou?



Me:coping.Thisshiithurtslikeamoth..

“language!”thatwasdad’svoice.Irolledmy

eyes.

Dad:hadyoustayedinthehospitallikeyou

shouldhave….

Me:sparemethelecturedadplease.Thatplace

givesmecreeps

Iya:thenitstimeyoustoppedwatchingthose

horrormovies…wouldn’tyouagree?

Me:seriouslyguys.

Iya:yeah…seriously.Sowhenaretheses

comingoff?

Me:don’tknow…butIwantthenoffalready

Dad:toughluckson

Me:aren’tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Dad:nah,figuredyouwerecomingbackandI

didn’twanttomissthis…

Me:misswhat?



Him:youwhininglikealittlebaby.

HeandYanabothlaughedatme.

Me:onedayisone-daydad.

Him:ncooooharen’tyouthecutestthing

Ithrewapillowathimandhecaughtitlaughing.

IpushedIyawhojustlaughedatmeeven

harder.Theycouldbesoannoyingwhenthey

wantedtoo.Youcouldevengoasfarassaying

Ihatedthem…wellatthatmoment,Ilovemy

family.Iendeduplaughingmyself.

“comeonsharethejoke”Asewalkedinwithher

phoneinherhand.Thisthingofher’shavinga

boyfriendwasgoingtobetroubleIcanalready

seeit!

Dad:wejustmakingfunofyourbrother.He’s

whininglikealittlebaby

Me:I’mnot!Thisispainfuldad;Iwasinan

accident3daysagook!

Ase:2andahalftwin.Hadyousta….



Me:ha.a…don’tstartwithme

Iya:wherewereyouofftoanyway?Youwere

pickedupinOribiplaza

Ase:hewasgoingtogetlaid

Ilookedatherwiththat“seriously”look

Her:don’tlookatmelikethat.YouknowI’m

right!

Me:thanksAsemahle

Her:youwelcome

Dad:andyoucouldn’twaitforhertocomeback

maybe?

Me:she’slying.YayawasmadatmeandI

wantedtofixthings

Iya:whatdidyoudo?

Me:noneofyourbusiness

Dad:thisgirlhasyoubytheballshuh?

Me:Ithoughtweweremindingourlanguage



Dad:Ididn’tswear

Me:there’sstillkiddieearsaroundhere

Dad:who’sakidhere?

Me:yourpreciousdaughter.Ibetshedoesn’t

evenknowhowtheyshaped.

IsaidlaughingandsodidIya.Shethrewa

pillowatmeannoyed…Karmaisab*tch…

Ase:whateverDerrick

Dad:youstillavirginhoney?

Hesaidlookingshockedandsowashistone

whichonlymadeYanaandIlaughveryhard

Ase:whydoyousoundshocked?

Him:probablybecauseyou’reararebreed.I

neverwanttoimagineyouguyshavingsex,no

fathereverwantstobutwhenIyafellpregnant

itmademewonderaboutyou…Ilostallhope

onyoubeingavirgin…andthenthere’sthe

lifestyleyoulead…youcan’tblamemebaby



Icouldn’thelpmyself.Iwasinstitches.Dad

wasthrowingsomuchshadeonhislittle

princess.

Ase:niceonedad.I’llsleepwiththenextguyI

meetjusttomakeyouproud

Me:Iwillmurderyou!

Dad:youknowIdidn’tmeanitlikethat.I’mglad

youstillavirginbaby,staylikethat.Theseboys

aren’tgood.Lookatyourbrotherforinstance.

Hadhebeenagoodboyfriendthenhewouldn’t

besittingonmycouchlikeheisnow

Me:seriouslydad?Whyarewesuddenlytalking

aboutme?youwerebetteroffthrowingshade

atMelody

Iya:you’reatypicalexampleofabadboy.You

theperfectexampleofwhyoursistershould

stayawayfromboys

Me:yeahwellyouhavetokissadozenfrogs

beforeyoufindyourprincecharmingnow



Dad:whichshewon’t.Shedoesn’tneedaprince

charmingwhenshehasakingtodoeverything

forher

Iya:doesthatmeanyoudon’twanthertoget

married?

Dad:ifitwereuptome,noneofyouguyswould

getmarried.Theseboysoftodaydon’tknow

howtotreatawomanright

“that’srightbaby.Derricktakedownsome

notes”momsaidwalkinginwithatrayof

snacksandYayawalkingbehindherwithdrinks

onatray.Theyputthemonthetable.

Mom:theythinkthatallgirlswantismoneyand

that’sit.Girlsneedmorethanthat,theyneed

love,attention,yourtime,support…andawhole

lotmore

Me:butmomthat’swhatI’mdoingforYaya…

babecometomyrescueplease

Shesmiledshowingoffherperfectwhiteteeth.



Yaya:he’sagoodguy

Me:I’mtheperfectguy.

Iya:ifyouwere,youwouldn’tbelikethis…scar

faceandall

Mom:whatamImissing?

Ase:hewasdrivingtoMthathawhenhegotin

anaccidenttoapologize

Yayalookeddownandsippedonherdrink…

AsemahleandIyanathou!SometimesIjust

wishIcouldducttapetheirmouths.

Mom:why?Whatdidyoudo?Yandiswawhat

didhedo?

IlookedatYaya.Shehadtothinkofalie.The

lastthingIwantisthemknowingaboutthe

pregnancyandtheupcomingabortion.Mom

wouldskinmealive.Thewayshe’semphasized

usingacondomduringsex,tellingherKateis

pregnantwasdefinitelyano-goarea.

Yaya:heuuhmm.Hewasn’tansweringmycalls



Mom:why?

Yaya:itwasamisunderstanding.Givenhis

historyandall,it’skindofhardtojustassume

thathewasdoingsomethingimportant…you

knowthattypeofthing

Phew!Nicesave.Iwinkedather.

Me:andthisiswhyIdidn’ttellyouguysabout

myrelationshipwithYandiswa.Youliketo

meddle

Mom:Iwasn’tmeddling

Iya:butyoukindofweremom.Whattheyargue

aboutisreallynotanyofourbusiness.

Mom:ok.I’msorry,itwon’thappenagain.It’s

justthatIdon’twantyouhurtingthischildMelo.

Sheisoneofakind

Me:andIknowthatmomwhichiswhyI

wouldn’tdaredreamofhurtingher.Iloveher

mom

Idon’tthinkmomhaseverheardmesayIlove



agirl.Youcanimaginethelookonherfaceand

therestofthefamily.

Iya:somebodyisgrowingup.20suitsyoulittle

one

Me:shutupandpassmemydrinkplease.It’sa

littletoohotinhere

Dad:ofcauseitwould.Youjustdeclaredout

lovethatyou’reinlove

Me:youguysaremakingmygirlfriendnervous.

Pleasestopalready

KnowingYaya,herpalmswereprobably

sweating.Iknowmygirl.Shemaybeanartist

butsheisnotafanofbeingputonthespot.

Herphonerangandsheaskedtobeexcused.

Me:seewhatImean.

Mom:she’llbefine.Youreallyloveher...?

Me:youhavenoideamom.I’mgoingtomarry

hersomeday,justwatch



Dad:I’mproudofyouson

Mom:soamIbaby

Iya:youguysarethemostweirdestparents.

Shesaidsippingonherdrink.Shewasright

though,conversationswithourparentsweren’t

likeanyotherchild-parentconversation,they

weredifferent.Itwaslikeyouchattingwithyour

friends,ittookyearstobuildthiskindof

relationshipwiththem.Theonlytimetheyturn

onyouandbecomelikeanytypicalparentis

whenyouforcethemtobe.Screwupandyou

willseetheirtruecolors.

Iya:sowhatwereyouandYandiswatalking

about?

Mom:noneofanyofya’llsbusiness

Me:shouldIbeworried?

Her:isthereareasonyoushould?

Me:reallymom?



Yayawalkedinandsatdown,shewassitting

nexttoAsemahleonathreeseatercouchwith

mom.

Me:sowhatwereyouandImomtalkingabout?

Yaya:noneofyourbusiness

Mom:marrythisonebaby.Sheisperfect

Wealllaughed.Momwassomethingelse,it’s

nosurprisethatsheandYayagotalongso

well…theywereprettymuchthesame,attitude

andall…wellnot100%thesamebutyougetmy

point,theirpersonalitiesweresimilar.ButYaya

wasn’tasstrongasmymom,nowomanwas

asstrongheartedasmymotherwas,this

womanhasbeenthroughhellandbackok.She

wasmolestedbyhernannyasachilduntilshe

was7,shewalkedinonherfirstboyfriend

havingsexwithsomeonewhomthedudehad

claimedwasnothingbutafriendandthenshe

laterfoundoutsheandthedudewereactually

cousins,herbestfriendsleptwithherboyfriend



thenandfellpregnantwithIyabutlookather

today,sheforgaveAyaforwhatshedidand

theybecamefriendsagain,shewastheonly

onewhosurvivedinaplanecrashwithmy

grandparents,shehadamiscarriageandsheis

stillstanding…Icouldgoonandonaboutmy

howgreatofawomansheisandhowIonly

praythatYayaturnedoutlikeher.Wehada

greatchatandeveryonewasenjoying

themselves.MomofferedYayatosleepover

butrefusedheroffersoshewasdriventoher

placebyoneofthedrivers.InallhonestyI

wasn’tcomfortablewithhersleepinginthatbig

housealone,LediandAnitaweren’tbackyet

andthenthere’sthisassholeofanexofher’s

who’sintown…nothinggoodevercomesout

fromsuchbutItrusther,shewouldn’tdome

likethat.

.

.
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KnowingDerrickMelokuhleBesshewas

probablyworriedthatIwasmeetingupwith

Zuko.Onthewayhomehekeptcallingme

everytwominutes,itwasannoyingifyouask

me.Inevertookhimfortheinsecuretypebut

herehewasactinginsecureovernothing,I

didn’twantZuko,IwasDONEwiththeguy.My

littlesisterwassleepingover,Iaskedthedriver

thatwepassbytheBasheresidencesothatwe

canpickherup.Itwasalreadylate,wellaround

8pm.TheBess'sdidn'twanttoleaveey...they

areagreatfamilyandyoucan'tnotlovethem

YOH!WeparkedandIgotoffandwentinside

theyard,myheartstartedpounding,i'venever



beenherebefore.Igottothedoorandmy

palmsstartedsweatinglike,Iwassuddenlyhot.

Iknockedandaverycutecolouredboyopened

thedoor,theyhadabeautifulhouse,probablya

fourbedroomhomeormaybe5,itwasa

beautifulhome.Hegreetedmewithacute

smile.

Him:i'mChristian...

Me:i'mYandiswa...where'sSino?

Him:inherroom.Comewaitforherthisside.

Ifollowedhimasheledthewaytowhat

seemedlikethelounge.Hislookalikewas

watchingTValone.

Me:whereareyourparents?

Him:momanddadareintheirroom.Thisismy

twinChristopher,i'llgocallSino.

Me:cool.NicetomeetyouChristopher.

Him:sure.



Christopherdidn’tseemsonicewhilehistwin

wasanangel,bubblyandjustasweetheart.

BasicallyChristianwastheAsemahleand

ChristopherwasDerrickbetweenthetwo,all

grumpyandstuff.Christianhaddisappeared

downthehall.Abeautifuloldwhitewoman,well

shedidn'tlookthatoldreallybutyougetthe

point.Shelookedlikeshenevergavebirth,she

wasbeautifulandskinnyandjustmodellooking.

MustbethefutureMrs.

Her:Hello,Ididn'tknowwehadcompany.I'm

Caroline,youare?

Yougottaunderstand,Ilooknothinglike

Thando!

Me:YandiswaGxaba

Her:myhusband'sdaughter?

JustthenSinocametomyrescue.

Her:heyyouhere.Whydidn'tyoutextme?

Me:Ididactually...checkyourphone



Shelookedatitandsmiledinembarrassment.

Me:see.

Shenodded.

Sino:momi'llbebacktomorrowok..

Car:wait.Yandiswacouldyoupleasecome

overfordinnertomorrow

Ilookedatherabouttorefuseherinvite.I'm

reallynotmentallyreadytoplayhappyfamily

withthemanwhodeniedmymotherall

becausehecouldn'tstanduptohisfather.

me:i....uhmmm

Car:pleaseYandiswa...atleastthinkaboutit

andgetbacktome

Me:cool.Uhhm,goodnight,itwasnicemeeting

youguys.Youhaveabeautifulhome.

IsaidwalkingoutwithSino.

Her:wellthatseemedawkward!

Webothsharedalaugh.Itwasawkwardey.We



gotinsidethecarandIdirectedthedrivertomy

place.Onthewayshewastellingmeabouther

brothers.Iwasright,Christopherwasthe

DerrickofthetwoandChristianwasthe

Asemahle.Sino’sothernamewasChristinaand

theboy’sothernameswereHlumeloand

Hlumisa,ChristianwasHlumeloandtheother

onewasHlumisa.Wegottomyplace,he

waitedforustogetinsidetheyardbefore

drivingoff…MrsBess’sstrictorders.

Sino:youaregoingtomarryofftothebest

familyEVER

Me:whosaidI’mgoingtogetmarriedtoDerrick?

Her:I’mnot5

Shesaidthatpartwithalittlebitofattitude,I

justlaughedather.

Me:ofcauseyounot…

Her:youlovehim?

Me:hahawenothavingthisconversation



Shewasabouttorespondwhenmyphone

startedringing…

Me:Ihavetotakethis

IhandedherthekeywhileIansweredmyphone

//Me:Ijustgothome

Him:wherewereyou?

Me:IwenttofetchSinofirst

Her:Heybroin-law

-sheshoutedforMelotohear,hechuckled

Me:nowdoyoubelieveme

Him:tellherIsaidheysissyinlaw

Me:hesaysheysissyinlaw

-shesmiledaswewalkedinsidethehouse

Him:sowhatareyoutwogoingtogetupto?

Me:watchmoviesanddogirlythings…Idon’t

knowreally;I’veneverhadtobondwith

someoneherage.Whatdoyoudowithahigh



schoolkid?

Helaughedatme

Him:youkiddingright?

Me:noseriouslyIhavenoidea

Him:she’s2orthreeyearsyoungerthanyou.

Whatwereyoudoingwhenyouwereherage?

Me:smokingweed…

Him:don’tcorruptthechildYandiswa

Me:honestlybabe.WhenIwasherageIwas

smokingweedandgettinghigh

Him:wellIwouldsuggestmovieswithnormal

non-alcoholicbeverages,meni’sandpedi’s…

thatsortofthing

Me:yesdad

Isaidrollingmyeyes

Him:don’trollyoureyesatme…Iknowyou

alreadybabe



Me:whatever.Hermotherinvitedmefordinner

tomorrow

Him:areyougoing?

Me:Idon’tknow…shouldI?

Him:Ithinkyoushould,theyareyourother

familyattheendofthedayandyoucan’t

punishyoursiblingsforwhatyourfatherdid19

yearsagobabe.

Me:Idon’tknowMelo.

Itookadeepbreathinandthenletitout.

Him:mygrandmotherSinobomiwasadopted

bytheNdalo’swhenshewasborn.Shemether

biologicalmotherwhenshewas16,shewas

madatherforleavingheratthehospital.She

resentedhermotherfornotraisingher,shewas

angryatherforsomethingshehaddone16

yearsback.Sowhenshehadfinallyforgaveher

andwasreadytoactuallyspendsometime

withherbiologicalmotherNosihle,Nosihlewas



killedbythewifeofSino’sbiologicalfather.

WhereI’mgoingwiththisisthatlifeisshort.

Peoplemakemistakes,yeswedon’t

understandwhytheydidthethingstheydidbut

whengiventhechancetoforgivethemand

movepastwhat’sdone,weoughttotakethat

chancebecauseyouneverknowwhenthat

personmightleavethisearth

Ikeptquietnotknowingwhattosay.Hemade

sensenodoubtbutIdidn’tknowwhetherornot

Iwasreadytoforgiveandforget.

Him:I’mnotsayingforgiveandforget,allI’m

sayingistakebabysteps.Attheendoftheday

Romewasn’tbuiltinoneday.Gotothedinner

andseewhereitgoesfromthere

Ismiledtomyselfthinkingjusthowsmartmy

boyfriendis.Iwasaluckywomantohavea

boyfriend,father,brother,supporter,advisor

andeverything.MelowasEVERYTHINGa

boyfriendshouldbeandmore.Iknowit’sonly



been2monthsandafewweeksbutifanything

ourrelationshiphastaughtmeisthatit’snot

abouttheamountoftimeyou’veknowna

personforthemtobeyoureverything.

Me:thankyou

Him:for?

Me:everything.Ireallydon’tknowwhereI

wouldbewithoutyouinmylife.It’sonlybeen

twomonthsbutIfeellikeyouchangingme.you

groomingmeinwaysIneverthoughtwere

possible

Hechuckled

Him:gospendtimewithyoursister,we’llchat

onWhatsAppok

Me:tellmeyoulovemefirst

Him:IloveyouYandiswaCatalayaGxaba

Me:Catalaya?

Him:it’saflower,averybeautifulrareone.



That’syourEnglishnamefromnowon

Iblushed

Him:itwillbeyournamewhenwegetmarried…

mightaswellbe

Icouldn’thelpbutgiggle

Me:ok…IloveyouMelokuhle.Byenow

Him:byebabe//

Iwenttotheloungeallsmiles.Sinowas

watchingamovieanditlookedlikeitwasinthe

middlealready

Her:couldn’twaitforyoubusybeinginlove

Me:geeeez…reallynow?!

Her:yes,really.Lookatyousmilinglikearetard

now

Me:uhhmok…CanIgetyousnacks?Anything

toeat?

Her:snackswilldo



Me:anythingtodrink?

Her:I’lldrinkwhateveryoudrinking

Me:hahahahveryfunnylittleone.Iwillbe

havingwinesopicksomethingelse

Her:fine…doyouhaveFantagrape?

Me:it’smyfave

Her:awesome.I’llhavethat

Iwenttothekitchenandpouredusdrinksand

pouredsnacksinabowlthentookthethingsto

thelounge.I’vebeencravingagoodglassof

winesincehome.TheonlytimesIeverdrank

backinMthathawaswhenmyfriendsandImet

upatspurorpanarottis.Inmymom’seyesI’m

anangelwhoknow’snothingaboutalcoholor

weedoranythingbadandIliketokeepitthat

way.

Her:whodoyoulivewith?

Me:twoofmyfriends



Her:isn’titchaotic?Imeandon’tyouguysfight?

Me:wedobutweabletosortoutour

differencesproperly

Her:whosebongisthat?

Shesaidpointingatthebongclosedinthetv

standglassdoors

Me:thatisours.Whatdoyouknowabout

bongs?

Her:Iwasn’tbornyesterday.MyfriendsandI

smokeweed

Me:doyourparentsknow?

Her:I’maPK…whatarethechancesofthem

knowing?Momwouldmurdermewithherbare

hands

Me:sowhendoyousmoke?

Her:atsleepoversatmyfriend’splacesor

whenweattendSaturdayclasses

Me:andDerricksaidIshouldn’tcorruptyou



Isaidtomyselflaughingindisbelief…yep,PK’s

arethetotaloppositeoftheirparents.Well

mostofthem.

Me:areyouavirgin?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:what?!

Her:ithappenedatthisotherpartylastyear…

Me:whatwasyourrelationshipwiththeguy

Sino?

Her:hewassomeguyfromDurbanboyshigh.It

justhappened

Me:didyouatleastuseprotection?

Her:I’mnotstupidYaya.weusedacondom,

thelastthingIneedisababyatthisage.My

parentswoulddisownme

Me:inallhonestyyoushouldn’thavelostyour

virginitytosomerandomstranger.Agirl’s

virginityissomethingsacred



Her:andboy’sisn’tright?Idon’tgetwhywe

supposedtokeepourselvesformarriagewhile

theygettohoearoundforaslongastheylike…

thescripturewasn’tmeantforusladiesonly,it

wasmeantforbothgenders

Ijustnodded.ThiswasonedebateIwasclearly

notgoingtowinsoImightaswelldropit

beforeitgoesfar.Mysisterwaswellspoken,

shewasnotafraidtospeakhermindand

honestlythatworriedme.it’sagoodthingbutit

canalsobeabadthing.Wecontinuedchatting

gettingtoknoweachother,Itoldherabout

myselfandhowI’mtheonlychildwithadozen

cousinsbackinEasternCape.Ilefther

watchinganothermovie,IwassleepysoI

decidedtocallitanight.Igotacallfrom

Asemahleaskingmetogooutwithher

tomorrow,shewantedtogoshoppingandhave

agirl’sdayoutwithafellowgirlclosetoherage

eitherthanIyaandItoldherIwasdown.Imean

there’snothingbetterdowithNaledinothere.



TherestofmysquadfromDUTandIweren’tas

closeasbefore,thedramabetweenLathitha

andIandAnitaandEmeliakindofbrokeusup

inawayandIdidn’treallymind.IcalledDerrick

beforesleeping,wespokeforawhileandthenI

gotunderthecoversandwechattedon

WhatsAppuntilSinojoinedmeinbed.Shegot

inandwecalleditanight.thenextdayIwoke

uptobreakfastinbed,afterbreakfastwelita

jointandsmokedittogetherbeforegoingto

shower.IactuallytoldhimaboutSinoandhe

didn’tbelieveme,sowhileweweresmokingI

tookafewgoodpictureswithmycamera…they

actuallycameoutbetterthanIthought.

Becauseofmypassionforphotography,my

roomwaswhiteanditandithadthebestview

inthewholehousethankstoLedi.Myroom

lookedlikeoneofthoseroomyouwouldfindon

thoseroomdécormagazines,myroomcolours

weremostlywhite,charcoalandnudepinkhere

andtherewhilemybathroomwaswhiteand



turquoisewithalittleblack.Sinocouldn’tshut

upaboutourhouse,sheevenaskedtolivewith

meuntilmyfriendscamebackbutallthatwas

uptoherparents.

.

.
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Yayawashavingdinneratherparentshouse

latertoday,herstepmominvitedherovercause

shewantedtomeether.AtfirstYayawasn'tup

forthewholefamilythingybutafteralotof

convincing,shewentaheadwithit.Tomorrow

KatewasmeetingupwithAsemahlesoshecan

giveKatemycreditcard.It'stheonlycardIhad



withmeonmywaytoYaya.Ioptedshegoes

forthesuctionratherthanthepill,Ifeelit's

saferandlessriskier.Whatifshebleedsto

deathbytakingthepillbecauseIheardthatone

bleedsalotwhenusingtheabortionpill.Igota

callfromKate.Ianswereditsametime,Iwas

sittinginmyroomanyway.

//Me:hey

Her:hi

Me:howareyou?

Her:I'mokIguess...howareyou?

Me:i'mgettingthere

Her:Sowhatwedoingaboutthiswhole

abortionthingy?

Me:Youshouldgobookforthethingy.Isthe

bookinghalfpriceor?

Itwaskindofhardtoactuallymentionwhatitis

shewasgoingtodohere.Imeanshewas

gettingridofourbabyasifInevermatteredto



herforonesinglebit.Iwasn'twithitandIdoubt

Ieverwould,Ihadmyregretsbeforeitwas

evendone.ShouldIbefeelinglikethis?YesI'm

notreadyforachildbutabortionisabitdrastic

evenforme.

Her:Nope,youpaywhenyougoanddothe

thingy...Thefullamount.Youcall,bookan

appointmentandthengotherewiththemoney

infull

Me:Ayt,youshouldprobablybooktomorrow.

Melodywillmeetupwithyouandgiveyoumy

card

Her:ThenI’llcalltheminthemorningbecause

theyperformabortionsinthemorningonly

Me:Ayt....Yousureyouwanttodothis...?

Her:ThiscreepsmeoutbutIt’ssomethingI

havetodothou...

Me:Wealwaysgotoptions,there'snosuch

thingas'have'.Wechoseto'have'



Her:ButthisIhaveto...youknowthereasons

whyIcan’tkeepit

Me:Thechoiceisallyours,justknowyoucan

outgrowdisappointment,butnotregret.Aslong

asyouknowyougoingtobefinewiththe

outcome.

Her:ThisisthelastthingIneedfromyouright

now...

Me:What?

Her:Youmakingmefeelguiltyaboutthis

beforeI’veevenwentthroughwithit

Me:NoI'mnot,I'mmakingyouawareofwhat

youwanttogothruwith,it’smydutyto.

Her:Seriously...

Me:Yeeep,youwantedtogothroughitblind?

Her:Canyoujuststop.Melowenottogether

anymore,youdon’towemeanything.Solet’s

stoptalkingaboutthis



Me:NahIthinkit'sbetterifwetalkaboutit,it's

abouttimeyougrowupKateandhandlesome

stuff.Thereasonwhyyourmumtreatsyoulike

achildisthis...Youactlikeyounotoldenough

tohandletherealworld.Youknowwhatisthe

firstthingyougettoldwhenyouabouttogoto

manhood...?andit'ssomethingyoucomeback

andlivebywhenyouold."Lookatwhatthey

goingtodotoyou,payattention.Youmight

wanttoknowlaterorgetaskedaboutit."

simplymeansdon'tgothroughsomething

scarywithoutlookingandlearning.Becauseif

youdon'tlookyoumightcomeoutofthat

withoutlearninganything,mostlikelytorepeat

tillyoudo.I'mtellingyouthisbecauseIcare

aboutyou,andInevertoldthatanyone.ButI

lostalotofpeopleIcareaboutbecauseIdidn't

saywhatneededtobesaid.

Her:Whyareyouonlysayingallthisnow?Why

didn’tyousaythiswhenIwasatyourflatthe

otherday?



Shesniffedinbetween.Shewascrying

Me:I'msorryKate...,Ijustdidn'tthinkofitthat

time.Andyouleftinahurry

Her:Ican'tdothiswithyouDerrick

Me:fine.Asemahlewillcallyouintheafternoon

today...yougoingtheretomorrowright?

Her:yes.Can'tyoujustsendthemoneytomy

account?

Me:it'llreflectlateronyouraccount.Justtake

mycreditcard,you'llgiveittomysisterorYaya

whenyoudonewithit.I'dbewithyoubutI'mon

bedrestforthenextcoupleofweeks

Her:Iunderstand.Myfriendwillbetherewith

meanyway.

Me:oh...KateI'msorry

Her:yeah...Metoo

Me:Ihopeallgoeswell

Her:metoo.ByeDerrick.//



Shedroppedthecallonmeanddidn'tevenwait

formetorespond...typical.Iguessthisishow

thingswillbeasofnow,orwewon'teventalk...

whoknowswhatthefutureholdsforus?I

calledAsemahleandshecameafterawhile.

Her:what'sup?

Me:ItextedyouKate'snumberandpleasetake

mycreditcardfrommywallet

Her:whydon'tyousendhercash?

Me:weusedifferentaccounts,itwillreflect

laterinheraccount.

Her:ofcause.Where'syourwallet?

Me:firstdrawer

Thewasachestofdrawersinmyroom

oppositemybed.Shewenttoitandlooked

throughitandcameoutwithmywallet.

Her:whywouldyoukeepyourwalletwithyour

underwear?



Me:becauseit'ssaferthere

Isaidrollingmyeye.

Her:o...k

ShegavememywalletandIsearchedformy

cardthengaveittoher.

Me:pleasegivehermycardanddon'tsayshiit

toheraboutanything

Her:whatcouldIpossiblesaytoher?

Me:you?There'slikeadozenthingsIcould

thinkof.Youarelikeyourparents,younot

scaredtospeakyourmindabout.Andplease

meetherbeforeyougotoYandiswa.

Her:nowyougoingtodictatehowIhandleyour

women?

Me:YandiswamightjustconvinceKatetokeep

thechild,Iknowher

Her:yousaidityourself.Katehashermind

madeupwiththis.Whyareyouworried,thought



youdidn'twantakid?

Me:Idon'tbutIfigured,it'salreadyheresoI

mightaswell.

Her:i'llneverunderstandyoubrother.

Me:youdon’thavetosweetie.Pleasedon’tgo

wildwithmycard

Her:Imakenopromisesbrother

Shetookmycardandwalkedoutlaughing.

KnowingAsemahleshewasprobablygoingto

suckmedryandshoptillshedrops.Isaidmy

prayers.IwentbackonWhatsAppchattingwith

mygirlfriend.SheandAsewerehavinglunch

today.AfterawhileIwenttowashandthen

mademywaydownstairs…itwasastruggle

really,Imetupwithmomcomingoutofher

room

Her:youknowyousupposedtobeinbedright

Shesaidhelpingmegodownthestairs

Me:howamIsupposedtogetbettersittingin



bedallday?

Her:andhowdoyouexpecttohealgettingout

ofbed?

Me:I’mnotachildmom

Her:tomeyouare.Youshouldmovetooneof

theroomsdownstairs,tobemuchsafer.What

ifyoufellonthestairs?

Me:momreally?

Her:yes,really.Yougoingtosleepinoneofthe

spareroomsuntiltheyremovethecementfrom

yourleg.

Iwasabouttorespondwhenshecutme

Her:it’snotopenfordiscussionMelokuhle.The

lastthingweneedisyougettingmoreinjure

thanyouarealready.

Me:yes,mom

Wegottotheloungeandshehelpedmeseat

downbeforehandingmetheremote.



Her:sowhatareyougoingtoeat?

Me:whateveryoueatingmom

Her:cerealitis

Me:Ithoughtyouweremakingrealbreakfast?

Iyawalkedin.

Iya:mornings…Where’sMelody?She’snotin

herroom

Me:shewenttomeetupwithYaya

Mom:isn’titabittoearly?Itsonly10am.Did

sheatleasteatsomething?

Me:theymeetingupforbreakfastandthen

goingshoppingorsomething…Idon’tknow

mom

Iya:ok…sowhatareweeatingforbreakfast?

Me:isitmeoryou’vebecomeapermanent

residentofthishousehold?

Shehitmewithapillowwhilemomwalkedout.



Her:thisismyhomeasmuchasitsyours

Me:yeahbutyouhaveaplaceofyourown

now…

Her:whatisyourproblem?

Me:nothing…ifyouwereatyourownplaceyou

wouldn’tbeworriedaboutMelodyandwhatshe

getsupto

Sherolledhereyesandgrabbedtheremote

frommethenchangedthechannelandputon

keepingupwiththeKardashiansorsomething…

allIsawwasoneoftheKardashiansisters

Me:you’vewatchedthisthingalreadyIyana

Her:IknowandIwanttorepeatitagain

Me:youluckyIcan’tgetup…

Her:andIplantomakethemostoutofthis

time.

Iyanawasannoyingwhenshewantedto.

sometimesyouwouldswearIwasolderand



shewasyounger.Iletherbeandjustpressed

myphone,shestartedchannelhoppinghoping

togetmyattentionbutIdidn’twanttoentertain

her.momwalkedin.

Mom:Iyasomeoneisheretoseeyou

JustthenNgawowalkedin…thankGOD!He

greeted,Iyajustlookedathimblankly.

Iya:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:canwetalkprivately?

Mom:I’llgofinishupbreakfast

Shewalkedout

Iya:noyoucantalkinfrontofmybrother.

Thedudelookedterrible.Iseetheirbreakup

leftahugeholeinsideofhim,nonethatcanbe

repaired.Hewasevenskinny.Itwassadreally.

Him:I’vebeentryingtocallyou

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Ijustwantedtoseeyouthat’sall



Her:whyKungawo?

Me:Yanapleasegotalktotheguyoutside…

Shegavemeadeathstare.

Me:pleaseYana

Shewashesitantbutsheaskedthattheywalk

outtotalkbythepool.Theybothwalkedoutto

talk.Icalledmomandaskedshepassmethe

remote,shedidtellmenottomovefromthe

couchsoshemightaswell.Shegavemethe

remotebeforegoingbacktothekitchen.Aftera

whileIyaandNgawowalkedin,shewalkedhim

outandcamebackandsatnexttomeandput

herheadonmyshoulder.

Me:what’swrong?

Her:hismomdiedandherfuneralisthis

Saturday

Shesaidwithhervoicebreaking

Me:howisheholdingup?



Sheshrugged.

Her:shewasalltheyhadDerrick

NgawohadasisterdoingMatricthisyear.I

pulledmysisterinforacuddle,shewashurting

poorthing.Sheandheralmostmotherinlaw

hadagoodrelationshipgoingonsoit’sonlyfair

thatshebesad.Ngawo’smomwasnotthose

monsterinlawtypeofmomstomysister.Ilet

hercryonmychest.

.

.

-Asemahle

IcalledupKatetheminuteIgotintownandshe

answeredafterawhile.

//Me:hithisisAsemahle,Derrick’ssister

Her:ohhey….

Me:whereareyou?

Her:I’matRes



Me:pleasecatchataxitotown

Her:okI’monmyway//

IdroppedthecallandthencalledYayawhosaid

shewashighandwouldcomeintownwhenthe

highnessstartstowearoff,Icouldn’thelpbut

laughather…sheandmybrotherwerejustthe

perfectmatchIswear.ThestonerandMr

serious…IgotacallfromKatetellingmeshe

wasonataxitoWeststreetandwhereshould

shegetoff,ItoldherletsmeetatMacD…I

wantedtheirwatermelonMcFizz.Iwentthere

andboughtitthenwaitedforhertocome.She

walkedinafter10minutesorso.

Her:hey

Me:hi.Pleaseseat

Shetookaseat.

Me:canIgetyouanythingtoeat?Iheard

pregnantpeoplelovefood…

Sheshookherhead.



Her:Ijustate

Me:webothknowthat’snottrueKate;my

brotherwouldkillmeifIletyougowithout

buyingyousomethingtoeat

Her:I’mnotyourbrother’sproblem

Me:ifyouweren’tthenyouwouldn’tbeusing

hismoneytogetanabortion

Excusemefortheattitudebutshestartedit.

Me:sowhatcanIgetyoutoeat?

Her:anythingisfine

Me:youpregnant,I’mprettysureyouhave

somethingyoucraving

Her:abigmacwilldowithcoke

Me:wasthatsohard?

Igotupandwenttoorderthefoodforherand

thencamebackwithit.

Me:sowhyareyousodeterminedtogetridof

thebaby?



Her:Ijusthaveto

Me:there’snosuchthing

Her:notallofuswerefortunateenoughtobe

bornwithasilverspooninourmouths.Icannot

affordachild,myfamilycannotaffordtofeed

andextramouth.Mom’ssalaryisnotenoughto

takecareofme,mybrother,mygrandmother

andherself.

Inodded

Her:IknowyouthinkI’mmeanforwantingto

getridofthisbabybutit’ssomethingIneedto

do.Ijustcan’tdisappointmymotherlikethis.

shewoulddisownmeforthis

Me:youwerefortunateenoughtosleepwith

DamonBess’ssonthough.Youdon’thaveto

raisethechildKate

Her:andwhataboutschool?

Me:myparentscanpayforyoureducation

Her:wouldn’titbecheapertogetridofthechild



thantoactuallyhaveyouandyourfamily

cateringtomyeveryneed?

Ishrugged.Myphonebeepedindicatinga

messagefromYayasayingshewasonherway

totown

Me:anyway,I’mnotheretoplaynoDrPhil.I

don’tknowyoursituation,youhaveyour

reasonsandyourmindseemsmadeupalready

soImightaswelljustgiveyouthereasonwe

here.

Ipagedthroughmywalletandgaveheragold

card.Itoldherthepinandshewroteitdown.

Her:thankyou.I’llbringitbackstraightafter

tomorrow

Me:sowhenareyoudoingthisthing?

Her:tomorrowmorning

Me:where?

Her:MarieStopes



Me:isitsafe?

Her:soI’veheard

Me:areyousureaboutthisKate?

Her:IjusthavetoAsemahle

Inodded.

Me:ok.enjoyyourfoodandtherestofyourday.

ItookmybagandwalkedoutwhileaskingYaya

aboutherwhereaboutsandshewoldmeshe

wasalmosttheresoIwenttowindowshopat

Sportscenewhilewaitingforher.Whenshewas

finallyintown,shecalledmeandItoldherto

getoffatSportscene.Wehuggedandthenwe

wenttograbbreakfastatSpuropposite.

.

.
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IwasstillabithighbutIwasstable…oratleast

IthinkIwas.IcalledanuberforSinowhodidn’t

wanttoleave…Ialsodidn’twanthertoleave,

sheandIgotalongalltoowell.Aftershewas

goneItookataxitoWeststreetbecausethat’s

whereIwasmeetingAsemahle.Shewasat

Sportscenebusylookingatsneakers.

Me:youneverstruckmeasasneakerchick

Shewaswearingasandal,adressandaleather

jacket.Iontheotherhandwaswearingblue

rippedboyfriendjeans,nudepinkleather

converse,whitevestandanudepinklong

sleevecardigan.

Her:agirlcan’talwaysbeinheelsnow

Me:goodpoint.Sowhatkindofsneakeryou

lookingfor?



Her:nothingtoday.Iwasjustwaitingforyou

that’sall

Me:wellthenlet’sgoeat.I’mhungryAF!

Her:yougoingtohavetoquitweedey,my

brotherisnotafanofit

Me:I’mnotgoingtoquitweedbecause

Melokuhleisnotafan…I’llneedabetterreason

thanthat

Her:yousostubborn…likehim

Me:that’swhyheandIgetalongsowell.

WewereatSpursittinginatablefortwo.I

orderedwingsforstarters.Iwasveryhungry,

weedwasplayingitsparttooinmyhunger.

Her:right….

Me:sohow’sKate?

Her:she’suhhmm…nothandlingthingswell

Me:Istilldon’tgetwhyshewouldgothrough

withsomethinglikethis.Thebabydidn’tdo



anythingwrongtoanyone

Her:trustmeMeloandIhavetriedtoget

throughtoherbutshehashermindmadeup.

Shementionedsomethingabouthowthechild

wouldbebaggagetoherfamily

Me:thebabyhastwoparents.Shedoesn’thave

tokeepitafterbirth

Her:mypointexactly.Arghthisisnotanyofour

businesssolet’sletthingsbe.Theparentsofit

cametoanagreement

Inodded.Ishouldbehappythatmyboyfriendis

nothavingachildwithanotherwomanbutI’m

not.IfKatekeptthebaby,thentheywouldn’t

havetohavearelationshipaspersaybutnow

theyhavesomethingtobondovershouldthey

meetlaterinlife.ImeanKatewillneedDerrick

emotionallyandIdon’tthinkIwillbeableto

standthat.Whatiflaterinlifetheyrealizethat

theymadeamistakeandthenonethingleads

toanotherandtheydecidetohaveababy?



Wherewouldthatleaveme?Melocaresabout

KateandIknowverywellthathewillbethere

forheremotionally,Katemaytrypushhimaway

butIknowmyMelo,he’spersistentanddoes

whatpleaseshim.Ayearfromnoworafew

monthsdownthelineoneofthemwillregret

gettingridofthebaby.Whathappenswhen

Katecan’tgetpregnantwhenshewantstoget

pregnant?She’llblameMelofornottryinghard

enoughtostopherfromgoingthroughwiththe

abortion.

“Yandiswayourphone”

IwasbroughtbacktorealitybyAsemahle.The

weedwasmakingmeparanoidIswear!

Me:yes

Her:yourphone

Ilookedatthescreenanditwasmybestfriend.

Ianswered

//Her:myfavoritepersoninthewholeworld



Me:heyLedi

Her:OUCH!Where’stheexcitement?Where’s

thelove?

Ilaughed

Me:heybaby.Howareyou?MywordImissyou

Her:nowyoujustsoundfake,toneitdowna

notch

Me:nowyoujustannoying

Her:IjustgottoDurban.Youhome?

Me:nope,I’mouthavingbreakfastwith

Asemahle

Her:bondingwiththesisterinlawIsee.CanI

joinyouguys?

Me:Idon’tseewhynot.Lemmeaskher.Lediis

askingifshecanjoinus?

Asemahlegavemeasmilebeforesayingyes

Me:youcanjoinusbabe.Weren’tyoucoming

backwithAnita?



Her:she’scomingbackwhenweopen

Me:ohokaycool.WeatSpuronWeststreet

Her:onmyway.Bye

Me:bye//

Ledidoesn’tknowaboutKatebeingpregnant

andabortingthebaby.Asmuchasshemeans

wellbutIdon’tneedhertryingtoconvinceme

thatI’mmakingamistakebystayingwithMelo

afterthisoneincident.Knowinghershewill

probablytellmethatthisisthefirstofmany

andIdon’tneedthatinmylife.Asmuchasshe

isformyrelationshipwithMelo,she’sstillabit

doubtfulofMeloandhisintentions…hispast

doesn’treallysitwellwithher,especiallywith

thestuntLathithapulledwithKate.

Me:seeingthatLediisonherwayhere,canwe

notmentiontheKatethingy.Shedoesn’tknow

andI’dliketokeepitatthat

Her:why?



Me:Leditendstobejudgmentalandover

protectiveandmotherly…

Her:thenmylipsaresealed

Me:thankyou.

Ase:areyouok?

Me:yeahI’mfinebabe

Her:yousure?

Me:yeahI’msure,it’stheweedthat’sall

Sheshookherheadandlaughedatme.Just

thenLediwalkedin,Iwavedmyhandatherand

shewalkedover

Her:it’sgoingtomakeyoucrazy

Me:yepbutIaintquittinganytimesoon.

Ledi:whatarewetalking.Hellobeautifulpeople

Shesaidkissingourcheeksandthentakingher

seat

Me:thatIdosomeofmybestworkwhenI’m



high

Her:youkiddingmeright?

Ledi:she’stellingthetruth,it’sweirdbutit

worksforher.AnywayIamstarving.Haveyou

guysorderedyet?

Wehadwingsonthetablewithourdrinks.I

don’tjusttakepictures,Ialsopaint…wellwhen

I’mhighandIamthebestpainterthereis…

whenI’mhighofcausebuteitherthanthat,my

paintingsarenormalanddullwithoutany

emotionorstorytotell.IguessI’mmoreinto

myemotionsandfeelingswhenI’munderthe

influenceratherthanIamwhenI’mcompletely

sober.I’maweirdbeing.

Ase:notreally,wewerewaitingforyou

Me:andyoutookforeverbytheway

Ledi:andthenwhat’swrongwithyou?

Ase:shesmokedweedbeforecominghere

Me:thatwasinthemorning



Ledi:it’sstillmorning

Me:Imeanaround8am,itsafter10now

Ledi:whateveryousmokedisstrongey.

Ourwaiterfinallycameoverandtookour

orders,Iorderedribs,chips,onionringsand

wings.LediorderedthesamewhileAsewent

forchickenandasalad…explainswhyshehad

akillerbody.

Ledi:youasaladgirl…whatamIasking…of

causeyouare

Ase:Idon’tlikeeatingfatsbefore1…that’sjust

howIam

Me:wow…SoMelotoldmeyouhavea

boyfriend

Ledi:finally!Doesthatmeanyoureadytobreak

yourvirginity?

Me:shejustmettheguyLedi.Sodetails

Ase:thatbrotherofminecannotkeephis



mouthshuttoyou!Ibetyouknowallthefamily

secrets

Wealllaughed.Shewasrightthough,Melo

couldn’tnottellmethings,beitintentionalor

unintentional…itsallthesame.Heloves

sharingthingswithme

Ledi:it’scalledpussypowerbabe.Itworks

wonders

Ase:right…Anyway,noIamnotlosingmy

virginityanytimesoon.Imettheguybackin

Amsterdamandwehititoff,helivesinJoburg

andheisagreatguy…

Ledi:yourfirstrealrelationshipandyougofora

longdistanceone?

Me:I’minalongdistance

Ase:onlywhenyouinMthatha…youdon’treally

countbecauseyouarehere80%oftheyear

Ledi:exactly.Sohow’sthisgoingtoworkout?

Ase:welltodayhecalledmetellingmeabouta



possibilityofhimmovingtoDurban…theyjust

needtofinalizethedealfirstandthenhe’llbe

herein2months’time

Me:youmustbeexcited

Ase:Idon’tknow…Idon’tevenknowifI’m

readyforarelationship.Likethethingsyou

guysgothroughandstuffscareme,Idon’t

thinkI’dbestrongenoughforthoserelationship

problemsandthedramatheycomewith

Me:ifyoulikehimandhelikesyouback,the

problemsanddramawon’tmatter

Ledi:someone’sbecomeanexpectindating…

WethankGodforMelokuhleBess!

Wealllaughed.Naledicouldbedramaticwhen

shewantedto.Imeanwasthatreallynecessary

Me:shutup!Whataboutyou?Where’sMr.

Porsche?

Shetookadeepbreathinandthenout…she

smiled



Ledi:Mr.PorscheismovingtoSA.He’llhandle

hisbusinessfromthissideandvisitthestates

everynowandthen

Me:youkiddingme

Shewasallsmiles.Myfriendwasinlovewith

thisguy.Whowouldhavethought?Iwashappy

forher,Iwashappythatshewashappy.We

continuedchattingaboutboys,shoesand

fashion.AswewerebusychattingIgotatext

frommylecturertellingmethatthisotherhot

shotstreetartistfromJoburgnamedTaylor

Meier…myfavoriteartistbytheway…the

reasonIamevendoingthecourseIamdoing

hasaskedtofeaturemyartinhisexhibition

takingplacenextweekSaturday.Iliterally

screamed.

Ase:andthen?

Igavehermyphone.AndherandLediboth

readthemessage

Her:“IjustgotoffthephonewithMr.Taylor



Meier’sassistantandshetoldmethathewould

liketofeaturesomeofyourpiecesonhis

exhibitionnextweekSaturday…yougame?”

Shewasreadingthetextoutloud.Ledi

screamedwhenshewasdonereading

Her:whoisTaylorMeieragain?

Ledi:Missy’sfavoriteartist

Me:onlythebestArtistthat’severwalkedon

thisearth!He’sbeeneverywherearoundthe

world;hisartissoldeverywhere!Heismy

reasonfortakingupart.Andhewasn’tto

featuremywork.Flip!

Ase:congratz

Ledi:ofcauseI’myourdatefortheexhibition

Me:Ihaveaboyfriend

Ase:whoisonbedrestforthenest6weeks

Thethoughtofgoingtoanexhibitionwithout

Melosucked.Iwouldn’tsayhewasanart



personbuthehadagreateyeandIwouldhave

lovedtohavehimrightnexttome.thiswasa

greatopportunityformetogrowbecausethen

myworkwouldprobablymakeitswaytothe

stateswhichmeanmoolaandrecognitionfrom

allovertheworld.Iwasexcitedandscared.I

tookmyphonefromthetabletocallmylecturer,

it’sthesamelecturerwhohookedmeupwith

the21stbirthdaygig.Sheanswered.

//Her:Itakeityougame?

Me:hellyeah!Where’smyinvitation?

Her:Iemailedittoyousweetie

Me:how’dyoupullthisoneoff?

Her:Ireceivedanemailsayingthathewas

hostinganexhibitionthiscomingnextweekend

andhewantstohelpayoungartistreachtheir

dreamsbyshowcasingtheirartathisexhibition

soIsenthimyourportfolioandheresponded

today…soemailmeanotherportfoliowith

someofyourstufffromovertheholidays



Me:whatkindthou?

Her:yourbestwork.Idon’tmeanpaintings;I

meanyourbestpicturesyoucaptured…beit

friendsorfamilyorwhatever.Justyourbest

pieces

Me:uhhhmokI’llemailittoyouwhenIgetto

mypc.Thankyousomuch

Her:don’tthankmejustyet.Thankmeby

acceptinghisscholarship

Me:waitwhat?

Her:yougetascholarshiptogofinishyour

studiesoverseas,everythingwillbesortedfor

you.Allyouneedtodoissignandthenyou’llbe

off

Me:uhhmIdon’tknowwhattosay

Her:sleeponitok.Fornow,enjoywhateveryou

weredoingandsendmethesepictures

Me:willdo.Againthankyouforconsideringme



Her:youoneofmybeststudentsYandiswaand

thisisagreatopportunityforyou

Me:thankyousomuch.

Her:haveagreatdaynow.Bye

Me:thanks,youtoo.Bye//

Ihadmixedemotions.Ididn’tknowwhetherto

screamorcryorwhat…itwasexcitingnewsbut

wheredidthisleaveMeloandIifIgostudyin

thestates?

Ledi:iseverythingok?

Me:theexhibitioncomeswithascholarshipto

studyabroad…

.

.
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.
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FINALE-50–Melo

Finally,breakfastwasserved,Iyadidn’teat.She

wenttohelpoutherexwithhismother’s

funeralarrangements…wellIsuggestedthat

shehelpssincesheandthatwomangotalong

alltoowellandmombackedmeup.Wewere

sittingthereinthelounge,justmeandmymom

bondingifyoucancallitthat.Dadwasatwork,

menlikehimdon’ttakeholidays.Awhilelater

AuntJencamein,didn’tevenknowshewasin

town.Youcanneverkeepupwiththatoneey.

Shegreetedusall

Her:Ididn’tknowyouwerethisbad

Me:I’monbedrestfor6flippingweeks’dude.

HowamIsupposedtosurvive?

Mom:yousurvivingnow,aren’tyou?

Jen:thekiddoesn’tmeanthat…atleastit’sstill

functioning



Me:sherespectsmomanddadtoodamnmuch.

Shewouldneveragreetoitundertheirroof

Jen:OUCH!YoureallygotyourselfanAmahle

here

Me:tellmeaboutit

Mom:it’sagoodthing!

Jen:whatever…youneverknewhowtolive

anyway

Mom:whytheshade?I’mfriendswithyou

aren’tI?thatcountsasliving

Jen:youhaveapoint.Ahhhbutmyfriendyou

havelivedey…rememberwhenyoubeatthe

shiitoutofAya?

Shesaidlaughing.TrustAuntJentomakefun

outofsuch,AyadiedandJenandherweren’t

buddieseventhoutheysharedabestie.Itwas

weirdreallybuttheynevergotalong

Mom:Iwaspissedokay.Besides,it’swrongto

speakillofthedead



Jen:IaintspeakingillofAya,I’mjustlaughing

athowImissedseeingyoubeattheshiitoutof

herbecausemybrotherdecidedhewastiredof

beingabletowalkonhisown

Jen’sbrother,akaDad’sBestfriendAndrewhad

anaccidentyearsbackanditruinedhisspinal

cordmakinghimgetanartificialone.Asmuch

asthespinalcordisdoingitsjob,he’sstillnot

abletodootherthingshewasabletoo.

Mom:itwasnotachoice.Anywaywhatbrings

youhere?

Jen:myexf*ckbuddyhasanexhibitionnext

weeksoI’mheretoattendthat

Mom:whichone?There’stoomanyofthem?

Jen:TaylorMeier.FromJoburg,thestreetartist

andnowtheworld’sbestartist

Me:youknowTaylorMeier?WhatamIeven

asking?Ofcauseyouknowtheguy.My

girlfriendworshipshim!



Jen:hesentmeticketstohisexhibition,he’llbe

featuringoneluckystudent’spicturesandthat

luckystudentgetsanopportunitytostudy

abroad.Didyourgirlfriendsendinherportfolio?

ThisweekMondaywasthelastdaytosenditin.

Me:Idon’teventhinksheknew.Toomuchhas

happenedthispastholiday.Sowherecanone

buythetickets?

Jen:probablyoncomputicket…Idon’tknow

really,theyweredeliveredtomyplacetheother

day

Mom:woahtiger…slowdown.YouonBedrest

Me:momIhavetogo;IhavetotakeYayato

meethim

Mom:youhaven’thealedproperlyMelokuhle!

Jen:comeonAmahledon’tbeaspoilsport.Let

thekidsbe.I’llhookyouupwithtickets

Me:Icouldkissyourightnow

Mom:younothavingyourownchildrenisreally



startingtogettome!

Jen:it’sjustgoingtobeforalittlewhile

Mom:Derrickbrokeaboneok.That’swhyitis

stillpainfulforhimtostandorwalk,ifthe

doctorsaysheshouldbeonbedrestthenhe

should.Hisinjuriesaren’tjustminor,theyare

seriousJennifer

Me:momcomeon.I’mnot5,youcan’tkeep

dictatingwhatIcanandcannotdo

Her:youundermyroofnowandyoudoasIsay.

YounotgoingtoJoburguntilyouallbetter

WiththatshewalkedoutandleftmewithJen

whojustshrugged.Idon’tunderstandwhy

momwasbeinglikethisallofasudden.

.

.

-Amahle

ManymightthinkI’mtheworstmomrightnow



butIalmostlostmysonafewdaysago.I’ve

lostwaytoomanypeopleinmylifeandI’mnot

readytoaddhimtothatlisttoo.Yes,he’sjust

goingtoanexhibitionwhichwillbeforadayor

twoandthencomeback,Igetthat,butwhatif

somethinghappensonhiswaythereoronhis

waybackhuh?Thenwhat?Myparentsdiedina

carcrash,mygrandparentsalsodiedinacar

crash,Ialmostlostmysontothesame,thelast

thingIwantisthis.Flyingonitsownisalsonot

safe.Aftermyin-lawsdiedinaplanecrashit

washardformetoflyagain,Ikepthaving

flashbacksofwhentheplanewentdown,the

screamfromLillyintherestroom,myfatherin

lawtellingmetoholdonandthateverything

wasgoingtobefinewhenreallynothingwas

goingtobefinebecausehe’snotheretoday,I

lostmychildthatday.Nothingismorescaring

thanamiscarriage,inmycasethisisboth

figurativelyandliterallybecauseIstillhavethe

scarwherethatpieceofmetalwentthroughon



mystomach.It’saconstantreminderoftheday

Ilostmyin-lawsandchildIdidn’tevenknow

wasgrowinginsideofme.Itsbeenyearsbut

I’mstillnotoverit,yesIdoflybutitdoesn’t

meanI’movereverythingthathappened.Even

drivingonitsownisstillatraumaticexperience

formesono.Ican’thaveMelogoinganywhere

untilheisfullyrecovered.AllmylifeI’velived

formykidsbecauseI’vecometolearnthatlife

istooshort.I’mthisoverprotectiveboring

mombecauseI’mscaredtolosethem,I’m

scaredthatifIweretoloseanyofthem,Idoubt

I’deverfunctionagain.Iwasinmyroom

standingbythebalconywhenIfeltsomeone

touchmyshoulderandwipeawayatearfrom

mycheeks.Ididn’tevenknowIwascrying.It

wasJen

Her:whatwereyouthinkingabout?

Me:everythingthat’shappenedinthepast

years.ThepainmyfamilyandIhaveendured

overtheyears



Her:youscaredthatMelowilldiethesameway

yourparentsandyourgrandparentsdied

Inoddedinvoluntary.

Me:IalmostlosthimJen.Ican’timaginelosing

mysontooafterallthepeopleI’velost

Shepulledmeinforahug.Iwasnowintears

Her:younotgoingtolosehimBabe.Itsokto

worry,itsoktobescaredbutMeloisnotgoing

anywhereanytimesoon.Iwillbetheretomake

surethathetakesiteasy.Andwewillbeback

straightaftertheexhibition.

Igotoutofherarms

Her:Iunderstandyourpain;Iwastherethrough

itall.Yourchildrenhavebecomemychildren

andIwouldneverputtheminharm’sway.Let

MelogowithmetotheexhibitionandIswear

onmylifethatnothingwillhappentohim.

Please

ItrustedJenwiththekids,shewaslikea



secondmothertothemandknowingher,she

meanteveryword.Yes,shewasabitlenienton

thembutshewasstillmotherlyanddidwhat

wasbestforthem.Inodded.

Me:pleaseJen.

Her:Ipromise.Besides,hehasthatgirlright?

Me:yes…

Her:ifYayareallyislikeyouthenyoucanbest

believethatyourbabywillbewelltakencareoff.

Ismiledthinkingaboutwhatanamazingperson

thatchildwas.NowIknowshewasn’tall

innocentbutshewasagoodperson.Melowas

notatroubledchildaspersaybuthehasbeen

throughalot,whenIfoundoutaboutmy

parentsIwaswithhim,heheldhimselftogether

forme,heonlycriedonthedayoftheirfuneral.

MeloandIhavealwaysbeenbuddies…ifIcan

usethatword,Iknowthingsabouthimevenhis

fatherdoesn’tknow,likehimlosingtheonegirl

heeverreallylovedtosuicide.Ididn’tthink



Melocouldfindloveafterherbutlifeprovedus

otherwise.ThepainMelohasbeenthroughwas

notfornothing,itcamewithLove.Yandiswais

love.AndIhopeandprayeverydaythatthey

enduptogetherandhopefullynotfacesomeof

thechallengesIfacedwithmyhusband.

Me:thatchildisablessing

Jen:yoursmilesaysitall.Comelet’sgotell

Melothegoodnews.

Wewalkedoutofmyroominamuchlighter

mood.

.

.

-Melo

ThankstoAuntJen,momwasokwithme

goingtoJoburgwithhernextweek.AsforYaya,

Iwantedthistobeasurprise.Mysistercame

backandturnsoutthattheyhadlotsoffunwith

Lediwhorockedupattheirbreakfast/lunch



thingy.Yayacalledmeafterthedinnerwithher

newlyfoundedfamilyandshesleptthere

apparently.ItwasFridayandKatewasgoingto

Mariestopes.IwokeupnervousasifI’mthe

onewho’sgoingtospreadmylegsinfrontof

somedoctorandhavethemsuckthelife

growinginsideofme.Icalledherbutshe

wouldn’tansweranyofmycalls,Ineededto

knowifshewasokornot.EventuallyIgaveup

andtriedtosleepbutIcouldn’tsoIgoton

WhatsAppandhadsomechatswithafew

people.IgotacallfromYaya.

//Me:morningbeautiful

Her:morningsexy.Howareyou?

Me:nervous…howareyou?

Her:I’mok….HaveyoucalledKate?

Me:she’snotansweringmycalls…probably

thinksI’lltryandconvincehernottogothrough

withit



Her:I’msorryyougoingthroughthis

Me:I’mabigboy.thesethingshappen

Her:Iguess

Me:sowhat’sbotheringyou?

Her:nothing’sbotheringme

Me:don’tlietome.howwasthedinner?

Her:itwentgreatactually.Hiswifeisan

amazingwoman

Me:whatabouthim?

Sheclickedhertongue

Me:whatisit?

Her:hetoldmetokeepmydistancefromyou.

SaysyounotrightformeandthatIshouldget

withsomeonefromthechurch

Me:andwhatdidyousay?

Her:Ilostit.Toldhimhecan’tjustrockupinmy

lifeandthinkhe’sgoingtoplayfatheronme



whenhehasn’tdonethatfor19years.I

basicallytoldhimwheretogetoff

Me:soyouthinkI’mrightforyou?

Her:ofcauseyouare.Iwouldn’tbewithyouif

youweren’t

Ifeltmycheeksgettingred.Thisgirlwas

makingmeblush.

Me:riiight

Her:babe

Me:yeah

Her:ifyouwereofferedabetterjobsomewhere

outsideSouthAfrica,wouldyoutakeit?

Me:mywholelifeishere.There’salotI’dhave

toconsiderfirstbutIthinkIwouldtakeit.It’san

opportunitytogrow…butmygirlwouldhaveto

bebymyside

Her:butshehasschool

Me:wecangetheraschoolthere…it’sno



problemmos

Her:Ihearyou

Me:whydoyouask?

Her:nahitsnothing.MyfriendsandIwerejust

chattingaboutwhatwouldhappenifyourleft

SA,wherewoulditleaveourrelationship

Me:it’snotaboutthedistance,it’sabouttwo

peoplewholoveeachother.IfyouandIare

meantforeachother,notevendistancecan

standinthewayofwhatismeanttobe

Her:okIhearyoubabe

Me:yousureyouok?

Her:ofcause,I’mjustworkedupbutwhatmy

fathersaidthat’sall

Me:I’msorry

Her:itsokbabe.Anywayletmegoandwash…I

willseeyoulateronok

Me:okbabe.Bye//



WiththatIdroppedthecallandcontinued

chattingwithpeopleonWhatsApp.Awhilelater

mysistercameinmyroomchatting.Shewas

goingtomeetKatewhowasgoingtogiveher

mycardafter.Iheadedtotheloungeafter

washingandturnedontheTV,Yanawalkedin.

Me:howyoufeeling?

Her:likeabusranoverme.

Me:I’msorry

Her:itsok

Me:sohowaretheplans?

Her:everythingissorted;hedidn’treallyneed

myhelpmuch.Todaywegoinggrocery

shopping

Me:Yana

Her:yes

Me:wouldyoutwogetbacktogethergiventhe

chance?



Her:Idon’tknow.Atthispointthere’snotelling.

I’mjustworriedabouthimthat’sall

Me:buttheguylovesyou

Her:andI’mnotinlovewithhim.Ijustcare

abouthim;IthinkIwaswithhimbecausehe

savedmeyouknow.HewastherewhenI

thoughtIhadnoone

Me:eventhoughyouhadus

Her:yes,Ididbutyourmotherdidn’tdiegiving

birthtoyou,shedidn’tseduceyourfather

becauseshewasjealousofherbestfriend

Me:yes,butabeautifulthangcameoutofitall.

Shesmiled

Her:Iguess

Me:youareoursisterdespiteeverythingthat

happenedinthepast.Wait,what’sallthisgotto

dowithyouandNgawo?

Shelaughedandsodid…justthenmomwalked



infuming.

Yana:andthen?

Her:where’sAsemahle?

Me:shewenttofetchsomethingintown…why?

Mom:andthatsomethinghappenstobeat

Mariestopesright?Derrickisyoursister

pregnant?

Shiiit!

.

.
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Meetyouguyswhenwereach400likes.Ilove

youall.Thejourneyhasbeenamazing.


