


Unexplainable

Prologue

Asmidnightapproachedthematernitywardbecome

silentwithverylittlemovement,Fefe'slabourpains

tookapeakasshegentlysatontheedgeofthebed

andlookedattheotherthreeladieslyingontheir

beds,noneofthem seemedtobeinthesamepain

shewasinthough...Sheneverthoughtlabourwould

bethishorrible.Itwasasifsomeonewasrippingher

vaginaapart....

Thecontractionsseemedtobeclosernow,her

phonerangbutshecouldn'tpick,atleastuntilthe

painsettled.

Fefe:(sighed)Hello?

Thamiso:Babe...Howareyoufeeling?

Fefe:(grunted)I'm inseriouspain



Thamiso:AssoonasiknockoffinthemorningI'm

passingbythehospital,iwantedtofindsomeoneto

fillinformynightshiftbuticouldn'tfindanyone.

Fefe:Youknowyou'renotallowedtoseethebaby

untilafteraweek.Idon'twanttogetintroublewith

theelders.

Thamiso:Iknowthat'swhattheysaid,mymother

alsotoldmeishouldn'tcomeoveruntilthefamily

accompaniesmeovertoseethebaby...Butthat's

justanoldtraditionandiwanttoseemydaughter.

Nobodyhastoknowthaticametothehospitalto

seeher.

Fefe:Whatifthereissometruthtothis?Whatif

somethinghappenstothebabywhenyouvisit?I

don'tknowwhatyouhavebeenuptosinceileft

Maun.

Thamiso:Somethinghappenstoherlikewhat?

Therearenursestherearen'tthey?Doyouknow

whattheybeenupto?Andidon'tfeelcomfortable

aboutyouaccusingmeofcheatingjustbecauseold

peopleusedtocheatononeanotherbackinthe



days.I'm comingoverassoonasIknockoff.

Painstruckandshefrownedclenchingherteeth...

Thamiso:Babe?Areyouok?

Fefe:(grunted)Mhhh...

Thamiso:Howisthebaby?Didtheycheckherheart

beat?Howfarhaveyoudilated?

Fefe:Thebabyisfine...Dilationis7cm ithink.Idon't

knowthesethings.

Painstruckheragainandshegruntedlayingdown

beforenoticingherpantiesweresoakingwet...

Fefe:Ithinkmywaterjustbroke,bye

Shehungupandputdownthephonethenshe

pressedtheemergencybutton,afewminutes



passedbutnooneshowedup...

Shepickedthebabybagandwalkedoutoftheward

headingtothedeliveryrooms,onthewaysheput

herbagdownandheldherkneesforamomentas

thepainstruckher.Sheknewshehadtoreachthe

deliveryroom urgently...

Theurgetopushtoldheritwastimethenshe

carriedontakingafewstepsandwalkedpastthe

firstdeliveryroom whereanotherwomanwas

screamingandgruntingwhilethemidwifeassisted

her.Shehadneverhadababybeforebutthis

woman'svoiceterrifiedher...

Anursepassingbysawherandgotherbagthenshe

quicklyhelpedhergetintheseconddeliveryroom

whereshelaidonherbagandtookoffherpanties

thenshehungherlegsovertheleghold...



Thenursecalmlyputonhergloveschewingagum

whileFefepushed,thebaby'sheadpoppedoutthen

shepinnedherelbowandputherhandoverthe

baby'sheadsweating...

Fefe:Thebabyiscoming...Themmanthusa...

Her:I'm stillputtingongloves,doyouwantmeto

touchyourbloodwithmyhands?Itwasnicewhen

youmadeher,nowyoucan'tstopaskingforhelp

evendealingwithpains.

Sherespondedwithouteventurningaroundtolook

atherandinsteadcontinuedpullingthetightgloves

overherhands,Fefe'sheartastheurgetopush

cameoverheragain.Shepushedonemoretimeand

thebabyslippedoutanddownthebed,shegrabbed

herbythelegbeforeshecouldhitthefloorthenshe

putheroverherchestcryingasherheartpounded...

Fefe:(crying)OhGod,I'm soscared...Themmake



agokopa...

Shelookedatherbabyinreliefandcriedhysterically

holdingherclose.

Thenurseturnedaroundandgaspedthensheran

over...

Her:Whydidn'tyoutellmethebabyisout?!

Theothermidwifewalkedinandtheyassistedher..

Midwife2:Whyisn'tthebabycrying?

Shegotthebabyandclearedherairwaysandthe

babybeguncrying,Fefecoveredhermouthcryingin

relieflookingatthegoodmidwife..



Midwife2:(smiledatthebaby)Ohthereyou'remy

angel...That'sairgettinginyourlungs...Welcometo

theworld...(totheothermidwife)helpmewashher

Thepreviousmidwifewalkedoverwiththesheet

andgotthebloodybaby...

Fefesmiledlookingatherbabyasthemidwife

walkedout,shehadfullhairandsheknewher

motherwouldmakehershaveitbutshewasgoing

tofindawaytolieandkeepherbaby'scurlyhair...

Midwife:Ok...Nowwetakeouttheplacenta...How

areyoudoingmydarling?Welcometomotherhood.

Fefe:(laughed)I'm fine...IyooI'llneverhaveanother

baby

Midwife:(laughed)That'swhatisaid,butafter2

yearsyouforgetallthatpainandmakeasiblingfor

yourbaby...



Theylaughedastheothermidwifewalkedin

laughingpartingwithanothermidwifeatthedoor...

Her:(holdingthebabytalkingtoanothernurse)Keep

someforme,mysnacksisfinishedthemma.

Nurse:(walkingpassedthedoorwithanotherbaby)

I'm justfinishingwiththisladythenI'm goingtoeat.

Her:Bye...

ThenursewalkedinandhandedFefethebaby

beforecleaningupwhilethemidwifestitchedher...

Fefelookedatherbabyandsmiled,shetouchedher

littlecleanhairandsmiled,itwasweird...thatblood

musthavefooledherintothinkingthebaby'shair

wasfullheadandthick...Thishairwasactually

lighterandsofter.

Midwife:Moamuselove...



Shesmiledholdingherbabyandgaveherthenipple

asshebegunsuckling.Shegentlyreachedforher

bagandtookoutthenewclothes.

Herphonerangthenshepickedwhilethemidwife

stoodbyworkingonher..

Fefe:Hello

Thamiso:Hey,whathappened?

Fefe:Ideliveredthebaby...(laughed)comeseeher

beforeigohome,youknowonceigotherethe

elderswillmakeitdifficult.

Thamiso:(laughed)Wow...YouknowwhatI'm

takingthepolicecarI'm coming,ketaaomanngwa

hela.I'm cominginafewminutes.

Midwife:(smiled)Nomeninthewardyou'resharing

withothers...



Fefe:Aomma...Babydaddydidn'tsleepallnight

Midwife:(laughed)Youcantakethebabytohim but

onlyforafewminutes.

Fefe:(laughed)Thankyou(tothephone)Come...

Thamiso:Cool..

Shehungupandsmiledlookingatherbabyasshe

fed...

THREEMONTHSLATER....
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Unexplainable

#1

InShorobe

Fefeputherbreastbackinthebraandlaidthebaby

besidesher,theafternoonheatfrom thecorrugated

ironsheetsroofandlessaircirculationmadeithard

tobreatheinthisoneroom...thebaby'sforehead,

neckandarmpitshadrush,eventhisfanblewhotair.

Ithadbeenawhilesinceshestayedthislonginthe

villagesomuchshehadjustlearnttolivebetterthan

this.

Shestilldidn'tunderstandwhyshehadtostay

indoorsforsolongespeciallyinsummer,hearing

everyonechattingoutsiderelaxingunderthetree

madethehouseevenmorelonely.Herfriendcalled

thenshesmiledpicking..



Fefe:HeyAlis

Aleseng:Heygirl,mmawhenareyoucomingto

Maun?

Fefe:(laughed)Eishmma...I'm reallystressedout.

Aleseng:Girlswillevenstealyourman

Fefe:(laughed)Eldersdon'tevencareabout

relationshipsatthispoint.I'vegivenup,Iwonder

whowashesThami'sclothesbecauseiknowhecan

cleanandcookbutthatguyistoolazytodolaundry.

Aleseng:(laughed)Ithinkhehiredthoseladieswho

standintheparkinglotlookingforpiecejobsbut

youknowthoseladiesarethieves.Theyhave

tendencytostealpeopleinhouses.Icandohis

laundryduringtheweekendsjusttohelpyouout

Fefe:Forhowmuch?

Aleseng:Forfreethemma,whywouldichargeyou?

I'm doingitforyoubecauseyoutwoalwayshelpme

outwithmysonbydroppinghim off.

Fefe:Eheee,youknowwhat,ithinkyoucanhelpby

doinglaundryandcleaningthehousethenhepicks



anddropsoffyourboy.Whatdoyouthink?

Aleseng:Perfect...Iloveit.Sendhisnumber.

Fefe:Ok,I'llsenditthenI'lltalktohim.

Aleseng:Dirakeyetengibileihavenothingtodo

today.Icangocleanupandwashhisclothes.

Fefe:Ok,bye

Shehungupandpressedherphonetryingtosend

hisnumberbutthephonefroze,shetappedonit

severaltimesannoyedandeventuallyswitcheditoff

thensheswitchediton.

Itstillwouldn'trespondonthecontactsthenshehit

onherpalm severaltimes.Howcoulditfreeze,

Thamigotherthisphonelessthanamonthago!

Itfinallyswitchedonthenthedooropenedslowly

squeaking,itwasprobablyhermother.Shecarried

onpressingthephonebuthertwinsister'svoice



startledher..

<<Riri:Fefedon't!>>>

Herheartskippedandsheturnedherheadstilllying

onherstomachandlookedatthedoor,therewasno

onetherethenhermotherwalkedinthehousewith

abowlofmotogoandsatdown.

Mother:AreyouOK?

Fefe:IthoughtiheardRiri'svoice

Mother:Itoldyouit'sinyourhead...Ithappenswhen

you'velostsomeoneclose.Isometimesdream

abouther...Nakonngweokgonagoutwankarewa

bidiwammeelesegone.Itsourbrains..

Shesighedandturnedbacktoherphonesending

thephonenumber.Hermothercarriedonmixingher

softporridge,shehadbeeneatingmotogoandtea



forthelastthreemonthsandshecouldalmost

throwupjustlookingatthebowlashermother

mixedwiththespoon...

Fefe:Iwanttogetoutofthehouse,ithinkthebaby

isoldenoughnow.

Mother:Fefewhycan'tyoulistentomeanddoas

you'retold?

Fefe:Mmeihavetogofindajob.Ialreadylostmy

jobbyfallingpregnant,youknowhowworkingfor

smallbusinessesis.Theyfiredmewheniaskedfor

maternityleave...Ifiwasworkingwereyoustill

goingtomakemestayin-houseforover3months?

Thingshavechangedand-

Mother:Oneofthereasonswhythingsaren't

workingforyoungerpeopleisbecauseyouthinkyou

knowitall.Ifyoudon'tlistentomenothingwillgo

rightforyou.You'renotworkingnow...Soifyou

leavenowwhoisgoingtolookafterthebaby?This

ismyonlygrandchildandI'm doingmybest.Thisis

howyoubecomethisbeautiful...Becauseiwent



throughalltheseandiappreciatedmymother.Not

everyonehasamotherthatcooks,washesand

takescareofthem whilealltheyhavetodoiseat

andbreastfeedthebaby.Iknowyoujustwantthat

policeman...That'sallyou'rethinkingaboutbecause

youhavealreadygivenyourselftohim beforehecan

evenmarryyou.

Fefe:Heistheonewhomovedin,Thamisohasa

house,youknowofficersgetfreehousing.Hewon't

sleepinhishouseandchoosestosleepinmyhouse.

Ican'tchasehim away.

Mother:Hewillnevermarryyou.You'llremembermy

wordsoneday...Dothingsright,youwerenotraised

likethis.Ongwanahelayootswangmolwapengle

lenanglemolao.Takingthisbabytothatmanwhen

youdon'tknowwhathehasbeendoingisarisk,a

riskthatwillcostyoueverything...Youdon'tknow

whohasbeenonyourbed

Fefe:Thamisoisnotlikethat...Evenifhewashowis

mestayingheregoingtohelpme?Iwanttogofind

ajob



Mother:(putthebowlnexttohermattress)Drink,i

don'tknowwhyyou'renoteveneating.Youwantto

beaskinnynursingmothersopeoplecanthinki

don'ttakecareofyou?Youstillhave2moremonths

thenyou'llbeout.Kennakegobeilengbotsetsigolo

hakana.

Fefelookedatthebowlandsighedthenshelaidon

herstomachandbegunsipping...

InMaun...

Thamisounpluggedthehotironandstoodbefore

themirrorputtingonhisuniform,hegrabbedthe

navyblueandbrightgreenjacketandzippedit

lookingathishaircut...Howhehatedputtingona

hat,italwaysmessedhishaircut...Hegrabbedthe

capandthecarkeysandwalkedoutdialingFefe...

MmagweFefe:Hello?



Thamiso:Dumelang

MmagweFefe:Dumelangwanaka,shewenttobath.

Thamiso:Ok,isthereanythingyou'rerunningoutof?

MmagweFefe:Nothingyet,thankyou.

Thamiso:Thankyou,bye

Hehungupandsigheddialinghisfather...

Him:Hello?

Thamiso:Papaweekanteisn'titpossibleforyouto

tellFefe'sparentstoletheroutofthehouse?Imiss

herandiwanttoseemybaby.Sheisthreemonths

oldandI'venotreallytouchedherexcepttoholdher

whileI'm surroundedbytheelders.Thistradition

thingisnowboring

Him:Thatfamilyisverytraditionalandwehaveto

respectthatbecauseFefeisnotyourwife.Ifshe

wasyourwifeitwouldbeourbeliefsandtraditions

takingplacebecauseshe'dbeourdaughter.Fefeo



ilebotsetsingsodigelamakgwahoomolete.

Thamiso:Thehouseisnowboringwithouther,

nothingisinterestingaboutmylife.

Him:(laughed)Whyareyouevenatherhouse?The

governmentgaveyouafreehouse!Trydoing

somethingelsetogetyourmindoffher.Ineverwent

throughthatbutyouruncle'swifehadafamilylike

thatandheonlyheldhissonforthefirsttimewhen

hewassixmonths.

Thamiso:Andhim andhissonhateeachother!They

didn'tbond

Him:(laughed)That'snotit,youruncleisjusta

controlfreakandeveryonehateshim.Ithasnothing

todowiththebond.It'snevertoolatetobondwith

yourchild

Thamiso:Can'tyoujustaskherfamily?Nicely...

They'rehumblepeopleandtheywon'tmind.

Him:No,gaseseSetswanagodirajalo.Lesa

ngwanaannebotsetsi.Kenopakanaeng?{Areyou

horny?}



Thamiso:(laughed)I'm justgettingimpatient.

Him:Keepyourselfbusy,gooutwithfriends

Him:Idon'twanttogooutwithoutherbecausethen

I'llbeforcedtochillwithsomegirlandendup

cheatingthenshewillhurtandnevertrustmeagain.

YouknowhowsensitiveFefeis.Verylittlethings

reallyhurtherimagineificheated...especiallywhen

sheisnursingourchild.

Him:StupidI'm notsayingcheat,outwakaleretene

wena?{howdoyouinterpretthingsyoudick!}

Thamiso:(crackedlaughing)Papawanthoga?Kana

kemogolopapawaitse?{Whatthe?!PapsI'm too

oldtobeinsulted}

Him:(laughed)Aefotsek!{getouttahere!}

Thamiso:(laughed)Butigetyou,I'm justnotexcited

aboutanythingelsebecauseI'm justthinkingabout

herandthebaby.Iwanttoseemybabyfreelyand

playwithherliketheguysonsocialmedia.

Him:Fine,I'llaskhermotherwhenwevisitthebaby

anddeliversomegroceriestoday.



Thamiso:Thanks.Doyouneedatopup?Ihad

moneysavedupwhenshewaspregnant.

Him:It'sokmyboy,I'lltakecareofit.I'm a

grandfathermonna

Thamiso:(laughed)OKShap

Hehungupsmilingandcontinueddriving....

Atthevillage....

LateronThami'sfamilymembersparkedthecars

outside,hissisterssteppedoutfrom theothercar

whilehisparentsgotoutfrom theother...

Thami'smotherfrownedlookingatthetraditional

hutsscatteredaroundtheyard,somuchpoverty!

WhatachoiceThami,whatachoice.



AnoldtiredboneydogwalkedoverthenThami's

sistersquicklymovedclosertotheirfather...

Him:Justwalknormally

Bigsister:Molafopapa..

Him:Walknormally.

TheyapproachedthelelwapanawhileFefe'smother

mixedsoilandcowdungtodecoratethewalls...

Shegotupandwashedherhandsinthebucketthen

shetookoutthechairsasthefamilystoodby..

Fefe'smother:Dumelang

All:Dumelang...

Fefe'smother:Youcancomeinsideifyouwantto

seethebaby...



Shegotacupofwaterandwetthesolesoftheir

shoesbeforetheyallgotinandsatdownlookingat

thebaby.

Theoldestsisterlookedatthebabyandlookedat

hersisterthentheylookedattheirmother,who

lookedbackatthem.Shethoughtitwasjustherbut

thelookonherdaughterssaiditall...

RragweThami:(smiled)Hellongwetsiyame

Fefe:(smiled)Hello?

MmagweFefewrappedthebabyandhandedherto

thegrandfatherwhosmiledholdingher.Theolder

sisterleanedoverandtookapictureofthebaby

smiling...

Her:SheissobeautifulFefe

Fefe:Thankyou.



Sheleanedbackandsentittoherlittlebrother...

Her:Thisisnotyourchild,iknowitstooearlybuto

tsholetswengwanarra.I'dadviceyoutodoDNAtest

alonejusttobesurebecausethischildislight

skinnedbutnoneofyouis.

Thami:Sheistooyoung,babiesarelightskinned.

Fefedoesn'tcheat,wedon'thavecheatinginour

relationship.Wearealwaystogether,wedon'thave

secrets.IfshecheatedI'dknow,evennowicanstill

logintoheraccount,shedoesthesamewithmine.

Wedon'tdothattoeachother.Kebosweujwamo

ntunghela.

Her:No,thisbabyisnotyours.Promisemeyou'lldo

aDNAtest,justtoconfirm.Doitalonewithabirth

certificate.Theydon'tneedthemotherifyouhave

thecertificatethatshowsyou'rethefather.

*

*



Thebonusiscomingforfreejusttoappreciate

thosewhoparticipatedforsponsorsyesterday.

Mostreadersaren'tawarewestartedanewbook.

Pleasetagthem,like,commentandshare. Bonus

comingup!

*

*



Unexplainable

#2

Atthepolicestation...

Thamiwalkedintheofficeandsatdowntakingout

hisphone,hestaredatthepictureofthebaby...She

wasobviouslylighterbutthat'sbecausebabiesare

alllightskinnedespeciallybabieswhonevergetout

likehisdaughter.Hismother'scallcamethrough

thenhetookoffthecapandplaceditonthetable

beforebrushinghishandoverhishaircut...

Thami:Hello?

Her:Whereareyou?

Thami:I'm atwork,why?

Her:Areyousurethatbabyisyours?

Thami:(frownedangrily)Mama!



Her:No,gakebotsekalepehelapapa

Thami:Aemamano,don'tstart.

Her:Thischildisnotyours,youhavedefinite

featuresthatachildwouldnotmiss...Seehowyou

looklikeyourfather

Thami:That'snothowDNAworks,pleaseihopeyou

didn'tgiveFefeanattitudebecauseshe'llbevery

hurt.Canyoualljuststopsayingthis,Fefeisnotlike

that.

OldestSister:(inthebackground)Quietpeopleare

verysneaky.Idon'tbuythisactyathisgirlalways

pretendingsoshecanspendyourmoney.Sheisjust

usingyouforyourmoney.

Mother:Thisgirlisusingmyson...anditsThami,ke

moitsekemotshepangwanake.Hewon'tlistento

us

Thami:Canyougivepapathephone?

Mother:Hewenttotakeabath.

Thami:Ireallyhopeyoudidn'tsaythingslikethis,i

needyoualltostayoutofmybusiness.Ifyoudon't



haveanythingpositivetosayaboutherormy

daughterjustkeepquiet.I'vewaitedallmylifeto

haveachildandnowyouwanttospoilit.Inever

thoughtI'dbeoneoftheguyswhohavetoalways

defendtheirwomenagainsttheirfamily.Ifyoudo

thatiwillcutyouoffmylife.

Mother:You'llcutmeoffyourlifeThami?

Thami:Yes,andI'm notkidding.Ifyouaskmeto

choosebetweenyouandmyfamily,I'llchooseFefe

andmydaughter.Kekopaleneelapapaphone.

Shecutthecallthenhedialedhisfather...

Father:Hello?

Thami:PapapleasetalktomamaleboMitchell,

Father:What'sgoingon?

Thami:They'regoingonandonaboutFefecheating

onme.

Father:Ithoughtitalkedtoyourmotherontheway



whenshesaidthebabyisn'tyours.I'lltalktoher

again,don'tletthem gettoyou.Oskabonamamago

adiraFefejaanamymotherdidn'tlikeher.I'm

surprisedshedoesn'trememberhowdifficultour

liveswerebecausemymotherthoughtshewasa

golddigger.

Thami:Idon'tevenhaveagoldforFefetodig.Tell

mamatostopbecauseifigetserioustheywillthink

I'm rude.

Father:I'llhandleit,OK?

Thami:Ok

Father:Butifthebabydoesn'tgetdarkeryoushould

definitelygoforaDNAtest,bothofyouaredark

skinnedsoitdoesn'tmatterhowthebabylooksshe

shoulddefinitelybeabrownskingirl,yoleke

mankhibidu.

Thamisosighedputtinghiselbowoverthedeskand

restedhisforeheadoverhispalm...



Father:I'm nottryingtostressyouout,idefinitely

don'tagreewithyourmotherandsistersbecause

partofmebelievesthatbabywillgetdarkerbutif

shedoesn'tsomethingisup.Idon'ttrustthatgay

friendofhers,andlet'snotforgethowlightskinned

heis.

Thamiclenchedhisjawsandswallowedabiglump,

hedidn'tlikegaysbutBusang?No,therewasno

doubtinhismindaboutthisboybeinggay.From his

interactionwithFefehewasdefinitelygay,couldhe

behetero?

Father:Thami?

Thami:Rra?

Father:AreyouOK?

Thami:Yes,I'm fine.

Father:I'm sorry,idon'tknowwhyI'm lettingyour

mother'snegativityrubonme.Let'sjustwaitand

see...



Thami:Didyouaskhermotherabouthercoming

over?

Father:Yes,shesaidshehastotalktoherhusband

firstbutdon'tgetyourhopesup.

Thami:Ok,thanks

Hehungupandturnedtothecomputer...

Atthevillage....

Lateratdusk,thecattlemoodasFefe'sfather

followedthem withahorseuntiltheyfilledthekraal.

Hejumpeddownandclosedkraalthenhewalked

homewhistlingwiththedogsfollowinghim...

Hepulledhisanimalskinchairandsatdownlying

hisstickbesideshistornbootsashiswifestepped

outwithwatertowashhishands...



MeanwhileinsidethehouseFefe'sheartbegun

poundingashermothertoldherhusbandaboutthe

visitorstheyhadandwhattheyrequested,herlast

hopewaswithherfather.

Her:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhythesepeoplecan't

respectotherpeople'scultures.Peoplefrom Maun

arestartingtoactlikepeopleinmovieslosingthe

tradition.Shameless...

Therewassilence,thiswasherfather...Always

thoughtabouthisanswersbeforerespondingandhe

alwayswaiteduntilhiswifestoppedrumbling...

Him:Ithinkweshouldlethergo,shehasahouseto

payandshemustgetajob.Theseyoungsterswant

toholdtheirbabiesfrom ayoungagebecausethey

watchTV.Ican'taffordtobuyevendiapersformy

granddaughtersoI'dfeelveryguiltyifthatboy

abandonedmydaughter.Beggarsdon'tcallthe

shots,it'shisdaughternotmine...Iwanthim to



parenthoweverhewantsnothowiparented.Fefe

isn'tworkingsothismeansshedependsonhis

supporttobeabletobreastfeedthisbaby.Lether

go

Her:Whatifthebabygetssick?

Him:Godprotectsbetterthanus,please...blessher

waybecauseifyou'rereluctantyou'lljustbringher

badluck.ThisThamisoboyiswellmannered.Heis

comesfrom arichfamilybutheishumble,hetakes

afterhisfather.Idon'tseehim doinganythingto

jeopardisehisfamily.HeisalwayshereandI'm sure

hewillnotdoanyharm.Besides,tomethisisjusta

belief...It'snotreal.

Mother:OtshoswakebathobanerragweBaneedi?

Him:Notatall,let'snotinterfereintheirrelationship.

Weshouldgetinvolvedwhereitneedsparental

intervention.Nowwearejustcomingbetweenthem.

FefeandRiriwerejust2monthsoldwhenisnuckin

yourroom

Her:You'renotusingthatsituation,unlessyou're

tellingmethechildrendidn'tgetsickyetyoucheated.



Howdoyouknownothingwillhappentoour

granddaughter?

Him:Thisisn'taboutus.Lethergoandlearntobea

mother,findajobandprovideforherself.Shecan't

dependonthisboyforever.

Her:(sighed)Idon'tagreeatall...

Fefe'sheartpoundedasshewaitedforherfatherto

puthisfootdownbutknowingpapathatwashislast

words.Hewasamanoffewwordsandnotgoodat

thebackandforth..

Busangcalledthenshesmiledandpicked..

Fefe:HeyBubu?

Bubu:Heyheygirl!IjustlandedinMaunandyeah

I'm drivingmyowncar...I'm notshowingyou

pictures.Iwantyoutoseeitlive...

Fefe:(laughed)AreyoustillinMaun?Bringmemy



redbagtherra.

Bubu:Alright,I'llpassbyandgetit

Fefe:Ok,Thamiisprobablyathome.(loweredher

voice)TherrapleasebringmeKFC,chickenlicken,

Nandos,tswii,andbiltong

Bubu:(laughed)Girligotyou,thatoldladywon't

evensuspectanything.Iboughtthebabysome

clothesandiwantyoutofitthem onherandsend

mepictures.IwanttofillmyfbandInstagram with

thatpumpkin.

Fefe:(laughed)Bonahurryup,iwanttocatcharide

from you...Kebatagotsamayapapaaletengso

thatifmamatriestostopmepapacanstickupfor

me.

Bubu:Yesdarling,letmegogetthebag...Uuushem...

Ifyouseemycar?Shems....Bye

Hecutthecallandleftherlaughing...

Atthehouse....



LaterthateveningThamifriedhisfoodanddished

forhimselfbeforevideocallingFefeashesatdown.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhehungupand

openedthedoor...

Aleseng:(smiled)Hi..

Thami:Hi

Aleseng:I'm heretodolaundry

Thami:Atthistime?It'slikepast7...youcan'tletit

staythewholenightontheline.Howaboutyou

cometomorrow?Andiwon'tbehomesoyou'llbe

freedowhateveryoucan.

Aleseng:Noit'sOK,iwantedtocleantoo

Thami:Thehouseisclean,ionlysuckwhenit

comestolaundrylegonestillitoldhernottobother

youbecauseicangetsomeoneforP150.They

advertisetheirlaundryservicesonfacebook.Plus

theyiron..

Aleseng:Iwanttohelpher...



Shesteppedinthenheclosedthedoorandsat

downeating,sheputdownherbagandwalkedpast

theTVinhershortsasshecleanedthehouse.He

lookedatherthighsandlookedather,damn!Was

shedoingwhathethoughtshewasdoing?Shewas

definitelyhittingonhim...Heignoredherandcarried

oneatingashewatchedTV..

Shebentoverpickinghisshoesthenhemovedthe

phonetoherbuttandtookapictureofher.

Thami:(sentaphoto) BabeIthinkyourfriendis

hittingonme,keapanickergore,kanakekue?

Nkarenkascreamer !

{I'm panicking,shouldiscream forhelp}

*

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight.Likeand

leaveacomment.



Unexplainable

#3

Athouse...

Fefe:Isthatreallyher?Alisdoesn'twearshorts

unlesssheisinherhouse.

Thamiso: SoI'm lying?Ok,howismydaughter?

Fefe:Sendanotherpicture

Herestedhislegoverthetabletakingavideoof

Alesengasshewalkedtothekitchenswayingher

hipssidetoside.Sheturnedaroundlookingat

Thami.

Alis:(softlywithanAmericanaccent)Areyoudone

eating?

Thamiso:Yeah



Shewalkedoverandgottheplatethensheslapped

hisfootoffthetable.

Alis:(laughed)Boatla..Takeyourfootoffthetable

Thami:(giggled)Sorry...

Hecarriedrecordingzoomingonherbuttasshe

disappearedintothekitchenthenhesentthevideo.

Thamiso: Temptationinthehousebabe, ifthis

doesn'tmakeyougetoutofthathousethenidon't

know.Imeanthekukuishere...Thekukuwantsthe

dick, shouldicomegetyou?

Fefe: Nicetry,buthonestlyI'm soangryather.She

neverevenleavesthehousewithshorts

Thamiso:Maybeshejustwantedtobecomfortable.

Icouldbewrongaboutherhittingonmebutsheis

definitelytoofriendlywithme. Andjusttobe



clearnoneofmyboysiscomingtohelpyouwhen

I'm nothome.It'seithermydadornothing.

Fefe:I'm sorry.Ididn'tknowshe'dactlikethat.Let

herclean,illtellherthedealisofftomorrow.Isthat

OK?

Thami:Yeahit'scool,I'm goingtoseemydadso

she'llbecleaningalone.

HestoodupanvideodialedFefe...

Fefe:Hello?

Thami:Yeah,Hei

Hewalkedinthebedroom whereheputthephone

downandchangedhispantswhileFefesmiled

lookingathim..

Fefe:You'resosexy..



Helockedeyeswithherashepulleduphispants

andzippedup...

Thami:Cometouchthis...

Heloweredhispantsandpulledouthisdickfacing

thecamera...

Fefesmiledblushingandlookedbehindthephone

justtomakesureshewasalonethenshepulled

downherpantiesandshowedhim herkuku.He

stoppedsmilingandswallowedashestaredather

kukuwhilestrokinghimself,heexpandedfillinghis

handthenFefepulledupherpantiesandcovered

herselfwiththedress..

Thami:Baberianaplease...2minuteshela...

Fefe:wearenotdoingthat,you'regettingswollen,



stopit.Iwasjustplayingwithyouididn'tknowyou'll

bearoused.

Thami:I'm alreadythere...Let'sjustfinish,lockthe

door.

Fefe:Heelawena,Isleepwithmymom inhere.She

isjustoutsideatthefireplacewitheveryone

Thami:Exactly...Comeonbabe..

SheleanedthephoneagainstthebabyVaselinethen

shefacedthecamera,Thamiplacedthephoneon

theheadboardshelfandstoodbyfacingthecamera.

HetrappedtheTshirtbetweenhischinandchestas

hebegunstrokinghimselflookingathersofthand

flickingherflesh...

Thami:Oh...Fuck..Imissyousomuch..

Lookingatherbigtenderbreastlookingbiggerthan

everhealmostcamejustlookingatthiscleavage.



Thami:(grunted)Awww....

Hisarm muscletightenedashestrokedhimself

lookingather,sheflickedherselfandturnedher

eyesbitingherlipsseductively...

Fefe:Ohh...

Thami:Uhh...

Hepulledthedrawerandsqueezedluboverhislog

thenhebegunmassaginghimselfagain,she

moanedsoftlyasherfingerranbetweenfoldsofher

flesh.

TheTshirtdroppedfrom underneathhischinthenhe

impatientlypulleditoutandremainedshirtlessashe

strokedhimself...



Thami:I'm goinginbabe

Fefe:(softly)Don'thurtme

Thami:(grunted)Iwon't...Uhyou'resowarm...

Theybothstrokedthemselveslookingatone

another'sorganseachsoswollenandyearningfor

theother.

Thamiwentonfullspeedandgranted,hepickedthe

Tshirtwiththeotherhandandgotreadytoblock

thoseshotsbutthedooropenedthenAleseng

walkedin.

Thami:Shit!!

HedroppedtheTshirtoverhisbonerandturned

awaygivingherhisbackashisbeltedpantshung

belowhisbuttexposinghisblackbriefs...



Aleseng:Whatareyoudoing?Turnaround

Thami'seyesremainedclosedasheoffloaded

uncontrollably,Alisturnedhim aroundandgrabbedit

strokinghim asheemptiedthelastdropshelpless

tryingtopushherhand...

Fefe:Alesengtswahoo!Icanseeyou!

Sheturnedaroundlookingatthephone,shefroze

foramomentandlookedaroundinlackorwords,

shewasn'tawarehewasonvideocall.

Aleseng:Um...

Fefe:Isaweverything,justgo.

Shewalkedtowardsthedoorthensheturnedaround

andlookedathim...



Aleseng:Funnyyou'refaithfultoherwhilesheis

cheatingonyouwithsomeonewhoishidinginplain

sight.

Sheclosedthedoorthenhesighedrecoveringfrom

onehellofaselfrelief.Hewipedhimselfandturned

lookingatthephone..

Thami:What'sshetalkingabout?

Fefe:SheisjustjealousofmyfriendshipwithBubu.

Itssadthatshewouldthinklikethatabouthim...

HeputonanotherTshirtandwalkedoutstillholding

thephoneassomeoneknockedonthedoor.

Thami:Holdon



HeopenedthedoorandlookedatBubu.Well,after

hisfather'swordsandreallylookingatthisguyhe

lookedlikehisdaughter,wellthecompletionandthe

pinkmouthstoo..

Bubu:Hi,iwantFefe'sredbag.I'm drivingoverthere

tocheckonherandthebaby...

MaybehereallyneededtoconsiderthisDNAthing...

*

*

*

*
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ThamiwalkedbackinthehouseandpickedFefe's

bagwhilehestillheldthephone...

Thami:It'sBusang.

Fefe:Ok,I'm planningtogetaridefrom him tocome

overthere.Iwanttoleavenowwhenpapaishereso

hecanconvincemymother.Ididn'twantyoutobe

theonepickingmeupbecauseitwouldmakeyou

lookdisrespectful.Idon'twantmyparentsthinking

you'redisrespectful.

Thami:Ok,iunderstand.Ican'twaittoseeyou...

Hewalkedbacktothedoorandhandedhim thebag..

Bubu:Ijustneedtoask...Nooffenseoranything,but

whywasthatgirlinherewithshortswhenFefeis



nursingthestitchescausedbyyourdaughterwhom

youcriedforformanyyears?Pleasemakeme

understandbecausemytonguehasproblems

keepingthings.It'saloosetongueandtheminuteit

seesFefeitwilltellherthathersocalledfriend

walkedoutofherman'shouseinshorts...Pleasetell

me.

Thamijustglaredathim...

Fefe:(onthephone)Hello?Letmetalktohim.

Thamiturnedthephonescreentohisface.Busang

smiledandwaved..

Bubu:Heygirl-guesswhat!Ijustsaw-

Thami:Shealreadyknowsthat,you'resogay

Bubu:(smiledproudly)Iknowright

Fefe:HiBubu,I'lltalktoyouwhenyougetherejust



getthebag.YouwererightaboutAleseng.

Bubu:AndyousaidI'm jealousjustbecauseisaidi

don'tfeelcomfortablewithafriendthathasafriend?

Thami:Heelangtisangphoneyame

Bubu:Yourmanisgettingangry,youbettercome

servicehim beforehearreststhewholeofMaun,

policeofficersarenotsupposedtobestarved.

TheylaughedasThamistoodbylookingathim,

therewasnowaythisidiotevertastedkuku.He

grabbedhisphoneandpulledthedoorslightly

closing...

Thami:Howdoyoumanagetotalklikeagirl?What

didyoudotoyourthroat?

Bubu:Wowreally?(turnedaroundandwalkedaway)

I'm goingtobringyourwoman,theleastyoucando

isrespectthegaycommunity.



Hewatchedhim walkinglikeawomanandgettingin

thecarthenhedroveoff.Heclosedthedoorand

sighed,itwasn'tevenworthaskingFefeifshe'dever

cheatonhim.Thisfoolwastotallygay,nodoubtin

hismind.

Atthevillage...

MeanwhileFefewalkedtowardsthetoilet,assoon

asshearrivedshelookedbackatherfamily

gatheringaroundthefirethenshesatbehindthe

toiletanddialedAleseng...

Aleseng:(lowvoice)Hello?

Fefe:Whyaren'tyoupickingmycalls?

Aleseng:SohowareyouabletotalktomeifI'm not

picking?

Fefe:Iwanttounderstandwhathappenedtoday,I

didn'texpectthatfrom you.



Aleseng:Igotdefensivebecauseyouattackedme

Fefe:Howdidiattackyou?YouwalkedinonThami

doinghisthingthenIsawyouliterallyholdinghis

dicktryingtogivehim ablowjob.Iwasonavideo

callwithhim

Aleseng:Uhmmaifyou'reinsecureaboutmebeing

tooclosetoyourmanthenit'sfine.

Fefe:It'snotfine,yousaidI'm cheatingonhim,who

am icheatingonhim with?Doyouknowthatsome

accusationscancausemoredamagethanyoucan

imagine?

Aleseng:Iknowyou'resleepingwithBusang,this

guysleepsoverinyourhousewhenThamiisatwork.

Howdoyousleepwithanothermanthewholenight

severaltimesaweekwithoutsleepingwitheach

other?

Fefe:Bubuisgay,ifyouweren'tsojealousofhim

youwouldunderstandhim.Gakearataseose

dirilengtodaymma.Ijustwantedtoletyouknow

thatI'm disappointedinyou.Ididn'twanttojustcut

youoffmylifewithouttellingyouwhy.



Aleseng:Iwasn'ttryingtosleepwithThami,idon't

evendateblackmen.

Fefe:You'renotagoodfriendbutidon'tblameyou.

Friendshipformedinadulthoodisusuallylikethis...

Peoplebefriendyouwithmotives.

Shehungupandsighedsittinginthedarkbehind

thehouse.Mophaneleavescrackedasfootsteps

approached,shecouldtellitwasherfrom thesmell

ofhercologne,Riritouchedhershoulderstanding

behindherthenshesatbesidesher.

Riri:Youshouldgosmotherherwithapillow.

Fefe'sheartskippedassheturnedaroundlookingat

hersister.

Riri:Shewon'tstopbotheringThami...Icandoitfor

youifyou'retooscared.



Fefetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingather

sister.

Fefe:No

Riri:Wehavetodoit

Fefe:No

MeanwhilebackinthehouseFefe'smotherwalked

inthehouseasthebabycried,sheputadummyin

hermouthandwalkedtothetoilet.

From adistanceshecouldtellFefewasprobably

talkingtothephonebutasshegotcloserandstood

besidesthetoilet,itwasclearshewasn'tonthe

phone.Shestoodthereforaboutaminuteholding

herbreath...

Fefe:Iknow,butijustwanttogobacktoThamiso



wecanbeafamily.

Fefe'smotherlookedaroundherandfoundnothing...

Mother:Areyoutalkingalone?

FefejumpedandstooduplookingaroundforRiribut

shewasgone...

Mother:Whowereyoutalkingto?

Fefe:Iwasjustthinkingoutloud

Mother:Areyousureyou'reOK?

Fefe:Yes.

Fefewalkedpasthermotherandheadedtothe

house.Hermothersteppedbehindthetoiletand

lookedaroundjusttobesure...



InBusang'scar...

MeanwhileBusangloweredthemusicashegotoff

themainroadandjoinedthedirtroadtoFefe's

home.Hisphonethenhesmiledandpicked...

Bubu:Hihun

Voice:Hey,listen...I...Thinkweshouldtakeabreak.

Bubu:(smiledisappeared)Why?

Voice:PeoplesuspectI'm gayandidon'twantshit

likethatruiningmyreputation.Ican'tbeseenwith

youanymore.

Bubu:Soyou'reafraidofwhatpeoplewillsay?

Voice:Bubusomeofuscarewhatpeoplethink

aboutus,that'sabigdeal.Thiscouldcostmemy

promotionandmanyotherdeals.

Bubu:You'regoingtobreakmyheartlikethat?

Voice:Ihavetogo.



Bubu:Shapee

Hehungupanddrovewithalongface,hedimmed

thelightsasheparkedthecarandwalkedtowards

thefireplace....

Hesmiledandbenthisbackgreetingtheeldersand

Fefe'scousins...

Bubu:Dumelang...(smiledhandinghim acanof

coke)NtatekeletiseditseCoca-Colasenosa

marena!

Theyallcrackeduplaughingastheoldmangotthe

drink,shetookoutFantaorangeforFefe'smother...

Bubu:Andwenamothers...

Her:(laughed)Thankyoumyboy.



Hehandedthechildrenabagofchipsthenhe

smiledlookingatFefe'smother.

Bubu:Icametoseethebaby

Mother:Areyougoingbackthislate?You'llhitthe

cows

Father:Orghostwehavewonderingsoulsaround

here.

Bubu:(laughed)Idon'tbelieveinthose!

Mother:Don'tyouhaveagirlfriend?Peoplewhohave

sexdon'tgetintoseethebaby

Bubu:(laughed)I'venevertouchedawomaninmy

life,gakejolenna.

Father:Monnatheakoolekelennenyaneolesego

buakalentswenyanajaana.

Bubu:(laughed)Uh

Mother:Go



Theyalllaughedasheturnedaroundandsmiled

pacingintothehouse.

Hegotinandclosedthedoor,Fefestoodupand

theyhuggedlaughing...Hequicklytookoutapackof

KFC,FefetookahugebitestillstandingwhileBubu

smiledkneelingbesidesthemattresslookingatthe

baby...

Bubu:Wow,sheissobeautiful...Iswearwhenipost

thispeoplewillthinksheismydaughter...Shelooks

likeme

Fefe:(laughed)Youwish

Bubu:I'm seriouslookatthis..

Hesatdownandputheronherlapthenhetooka

selfie..



Bubu:Nowiwanttoberichandhaveasurrogate

mother.Iswearmybabywouldlooklikethis...Wow..

Shelookslikeme!(laughed)Ifeelsospecial!

Fefe:(laughed)Wapokathemma!

Theylaughedwhilesheatethenshepickedherbag..

Fefe:I'm loadingthebag,mamaisrefusingbuti

havetogo.

Bubu:Girlpleasedon'tnameyourmotherkillme,

nnakeboimma

Shewalkedoutcarryingherbagandputitinthecar

thenshepassedbythefireplace..

Cousin:Fefeodulemobotsetsing?

Fefe:I'm gettingaridefrom Bubu,I'm goingtoMaun.

Ineedajobandithinkthebabyisready.



Mother:Wehaven'trepliedconcerningthis

Father:Youhavemyblessingsmygirl,afarm lifeis

notagoodplaceforyoungladies.Youshouldgoout

thereandachieve,ifyoudofarmingyoucometo

visitsoyoucanbringdevelopmentsandnewideas.

Fefe:Thankyoupapa..

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedtothehouse...

AtAleseng'shouse...

LaterthatnightAlesenglaidonthebedwatchinga

romanticmovie,howdidpeoplefindlove...This

seemedlikesuchagoodfeeling.Whathappened

earlierskippedintohermemoryandshesighed

embarrassed...HopefullyThamiorFefewouldn'ttell

anyone.Butwhomasturbatewhileonavideocall...

Whatweretheyevendoing?



Therewasaknock,shegotoffthebedandopened

thedoor.Herheartskippedandturnedaroundtrying

torunbutaplasticwasshovedoverherhead,she

felldownandstruggledtryingtobreathasthe

plasticstuckonhednostrilsandmouth...

*

*

Sponsorswillberesharedpleasemakesureyou

clickliketogetthenextinsert.That'sallyouhaveto

dotokeepthebookmoving.

*

*
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Atthefillingstation...

LaterthatnightBubupulledoverandrolleddownthe

windowtalkingtothefuelattendant.

MeanwhileFefestaredatthedashboard...

Riri:Ikilledher...Waituntileveryonewakesupinthe

morningandfindsherlyingpeacefullyinbed.

FefeturnedaroundlookingatthenbackwhereRiri

wassitting..

Bubu:AreyouOK?



Helookedatthebackofthecarandlookedather..

Bubu:Babeareyouok?

Fefe:Yeah,I'm tired.Ijustwanttolaydown.

Bubu:HaveyoutoldThamiyou'recoming?

Fefe:Iwanttosurprisehim.

Bubu:Ok...Butonaseriousnoteareyouok?What

didAlesengsay?

Fefe:Ididn'ttalktoher,therewasnoanswertothe

doorandnowI'm worriedabouther.

Bubu:(scoffed)unbelievable!Youshouldn'tevenbe

talkingtoher.Don'tevertalktoher.Iswearifyou

getanotherfriendI'm donewithyou.Thisiswhyi

don'thavealotoffriendsbecausepeoplecan'tbe

loyal.Idon'tlikehavinglotsoffriendsbutialsodon't

likefriendswhoarefriendswithotherpeople

becausethenidon'tknowwhoyou'reloyalto?ikeep

wonderingifAlesengknowsmybusiness

Fefe:Alesengwasn'tthatmuchofafriend...Butiget

yourpoint



Hepaidthefuelattendantanddroveoff...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Laterthatnightahonkwokehim up,hesatonthe

edgeofthebedandyawnedthenhestoodupand

switchedthelightson.

Hemovedthecurtainslookingoutside,Fefestepped

outofthecarwiththebaby,hesmiledandhurriedto

tuedoorbarefooted.Heopenedthedoorandpaced

over...

Thami:(smiled)Whatasurprise!

Hesmiledandgentlygotthebabythenhetiltedhis

headandbabykissedher,heheldthebabywithone

arm andpulledherneckoverashefrenchkissedher



andhuggedher...

Thami:Imissedyou

Fefe:Imissedyoutoo...

Heturnedandwalkedtothehouselookingathis

babyandsatonthecouchholdingher,thesmileon

hisfaceslowlydisappearedashelookedather...

BubuandFefewalkedinthehousechattingcarrying

bags,helookedatthem laughingandhugging...

Bubu:Byegirl

Fefe:Byelove...

Bubuwalkedpastbyandtouchedthebaby'scheek..

Bubu:Byepumpkin.ByeRragweNaya



Thami:Sure..

HeandFefelockedeyesasshesatdownthenhe

smiledandopenedhisarm..

Thami:Comehere....

Shesmiledandmovedoverlyingonhisshoulder

whilethebabylaidonhislapontheotherside.He

turnedhisheadandkissedherforeheadthenhe

sighed...

Thami:Caniaskyousomething?

Fefe:Yeah

Thami:Don'tbeoffended..

Fefe:what?

Thami:Haveyouevercheatedonme?Istherea

chancethatthisisn'tmydaughter?



Fefe:(leanedback)Oserious?

Thami:I'm serious...

Fefe:No,I'venevercheatedonyou.

Shestoodupandwalkedawaythenhegotup

carryingbabyNayaandfollowedhertothebedroom

wherehelaidthebabyinthecot.

Hestoodbehindherasshetookoffherhairband

thenhehuggedherfrom behindandkissedher

neck...

Thami:Ididn'tmeantospoilourmoment.Please

forgiveme,everyoneisputtingmeunderpressure

aboutthebabynotbeingmine....I'm sorry.

Fefe:I'm stillangry..

Thami:(smiledkissingher)Please...



Heturnedheraroundandkissedherthenhelaidher

onthebedandkissedherfurther,hereachedunder

herdressandpulleddownherpanties..

Fefe:Babewait...I'm stillthinkingaboutwhatyou

said.DidyourfamilysayNayaisnotyourdaughter?

Thami:No,pleaseforgetit...Justforgetit...Iknow

youdon'tcheat..

Heleanedovertryingtokissherbutsheturned

awayandpushedhim off.Hesatontheedgeasshe

walkedinthebathroom....

Thami:(sighed)Man!Iknewyou'dneverletitgo!

Hegotundercoversandsighedwaitingforuntilhe

dozedoffthenshecametobedandlaidnextto

him...



Inthemorning....

ThenextmorningThamiironedhisuniform while

Feferemainedinbedsleepingwhilethebabysucked

hernipple.

Hegotdressedandslippedtwoearbudsintohis

frontpocket,hesatontheedgeofthebedtyinghis

combatbootsasFefefinishedbreastfeedingand

turnedawaysleeping.

Hestoodupandgentlyopenedthebaby'smouth

thenheswabbedhermouthanddroppedtheear

budsintotheclearpaperandsealedit.Heputitin

hispocketandgrabbedhiscapthenheleanedover

kissingFefe...

Thami:Loveyou

Fefe:(sleepy)Loveyoutoo,sorryididn'tiro-



Thami:Youdon'tsleepatnighttakingcareofthe

baby,don'tworry...Ishouldbetakingcareofyou...

Shedozedoffthenhesmiledandkissedherbefore

leaving....

TWOWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*
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Atthesalon...

Thamisopulledintotheparkinglotandsteppedout

ofthecar,hetookouthisdaughterandlockedup

thenheputherhatonandwalkedinthrsaloon...

Fefeturnedlookingathim,shehadn'tdoneherhair

inawhileandwow...hesmiledandtouchedherface

standingby...

Thamiso:Youlookbeautiful..

Fefe:Thanks...

Withtheotherhandcarryinghisdaughterhe

reachedinhisbackpocketandpaidthehairdresser.



Hairdresser:Thankyou...

Thamiso:You'rewelcome...Heiyoujustenhanced

herbeauty.Ibilekeaboulela

Theyalllaughedasshestoodupthenhekissedher,

shelookeddownandturnedherhead.Heknew

kissinginpublicwasn'therthingbuthecouldn't

resist...

Fefe:Thanks,nextmonth

Hairdresser:Byelove

Thamisoturnedaroundandwalkedoutfollowing

Fefe.

OnceatthecarFefegotinthecarandpulleddown

themirrorlookingatherselfonemoretime,she

openedherhandbagandfixedhermakeup..



Thamiputthebabyonherbabyseatandgotinthen

Fefeturnedtohim andsighedsmiling..

Fefe:Thami?

Hepausedbeforeturningthekeyandlookedather,

shelookedinhiseyesandemotionsfilledhereyes...

Fefe:Thankyouforbeingthereformeandour

daughter.Youweretherebeforeifoundajob,even

whenihadajobyoualwaysmadesureyoudropped

meofffaithfully.Wheneveriwasbuyingmyfamily

foodyou'doffertotakecareoftherent.Ifeel

blessedtohaveyou,ireallyappreciatethatyoudon't

evencounthowmuchyouspendonme...Iknow

yourmotherandsistersdon'tthinkI'm worthyof

beingpartofyourfamilybutI'm sogratefulthatyou

don'tgeteasilyinfluenced.Idon'tknowhowtothank

you,ihopebeingfaithfultoyou,cookingforyouand



doingallthelittlethingsidoshowsmygratitudefor

yourkindness...Ididn'tknowwhereI'dgetmoneyfor

myhairbutthewayyousaidgetreadyI'm takingyou

tothesaloon...Itjust...

Shesmiledtearfullythenherubbedhertearand

leanedoverkissingher...

Thami:(smiled)Babe...Whereisthatcomingfrom?

You'remakingmefeelemotional...(laughedand

kissedher)Iloveyou...

Herbrothercalledthensheleanedbackand

answeredashereversed...

Fefe:Hello?

Baneedi:Hi,I'm atyourhouse,icametoseethe

baby.

Fefe:I'm atthemallbutweareonourwayback.



Baneedi:Alright,I'llwait.

Fefe:Bye

Shehungupandleanedback...

AtFefe'sHouse...

ThamiparkedthecarasBaneedisatonthestoopof

thehouseinhissecurityguarduniform whilehis

friendstoodbyleaningagainstthewall.

Baneedistoodupandsmiledasthecarstopped,

Thamisteppedoutandtookoutthebaby...

Baneedi:(smiled)Fefekooreoseriousonale

ngwananewena?

HesmiledhandingFefeaplasticfullofbabyclothes.



Baneedi:Ididn'twanttocomeseeheremptyhanded

that'swhyiwaitedsolong

Fefe:(laughed)itoldyoushehasenoughclothes.

Youlikeworryingabouteverything...

Baneedi:Sheissobeautiful...Howcomesheisso

lightskinned?Shetookgrandma'scomplexionor

what?(tothebaby)Naya?Howareyoumylove?

Baneedi'sfriendtookadeepbreathandsighed

silentlystaringatFefe,shehadalwayslookedgood

evenfrom childhoodbutthisbabythingygaveher

meat...Herhipsweredefined,shehadassandshe

wasthickasfuck!Healwaysthoughtitwouldbe

easiertogiveitatrywhenshewasolderbut

knowingBaneedihe'dkillhim ifheeventhought

abouthislittlesisterlikethat...

Thamiputhisarmsaroundherandhuggedherfrom

behindastheyallchatted.What'sworsethanseeing



anothermanlovesomeoneyouknowyoucanlove

better...Butthenhowdoyoudothatwiththe

securityguardsalary,howdoyouchallengeapolice

officerwithsomekindofrankorwhatevertheycall

it...Besidesthejobhejustcamefrom arich

backgroundmeanwhilehehadsiblingsandparents

tosupport...Butonedaywhenhehasmoneyhe'd

finallyhavethegutstoatleastshakeherhandand

feelherskin.Hiseyesstuckonherlipsasshe

laughedandteasedherbrother,Thami'shandson

herwaistbrokehisheartandhetookadeepbreath

puttinghishandsinthepocketsofhisuniform...

Baneediturnedbacktohisfriendandsmiled...

Baneedi:ODthemonnaI'm anuncle,kemalome.

Odirile:(laughed)Sheisbeautiful.

Baneedi:(laughed)Sheisgivingmeababyfever.

Aredirebanalaiteaka

Odirile:(laughed)Happykidsaremadewithmoney,



gaseronabanerejesiwamabeleretshamekaka

dikoloitsaditerata,theseonesneedpreschooland

clothes...

Thami:(laughed)You'rescaringmenow,I'm

wonderingificanhandleit

Baneedi:(laughed)You'regood...

OdiriletemporarilygotloststaringatFefeasshe

walkedinthehousethenheturnedbackattheguys

andsighed.HeknewcomingwithBanswasabad

idea,hehadbeenabletoblockheroutofhismind

butafterthis...doyouevenlustforyourbestfriend's

littlesister...Yourshorttemperedverylittle

manneredfriendwhowoulddoanythingtoprotect

hisonlysister...Butthenthathecouldhandle,it's

thefeelingofbetrayal...Him knowinghemusthave

hadthesewildthoughtssinceshewasjust17...how

doyouexplainthattoyourbestfriend.

MeanwhileBaneedismiledandhandedThamithe

baby...



Baneedi:Wehavetogo,wearelate.

Thami:Alrightsure

Odirile:Sharp

Thami:Sure.

Fefesteppedoutofthehouseandgotthebabyas

theguysturnedaroundlookingather...

Bans:Shap

Fefe:Bye

Odirilebarelylookedatherandwalkedawaytaking

theleadasBansjoggedoverandcaughtuptohim.

FefeandThamiwalkedinthehousewhereFefesat

onthecouchandlaidthebabydownchanginghed

clothes...



Thami:(laughed)Changingalready?

Fefe:Yep,iwanttotakelotsofpictures

Helaughedthenhisphonerangbythetable,she

pickeditandlookedatthescreen...

Fefe:RichardForensicLab

Thami'sheartskippedashegotthephone...

Fefe:IsitanotherAleseng'smurder?

Thami:Whydoyoukeepsayingmurder?Theleading

detectivesaidshediedanaturaldeath.

Fefe:Oh,ok..

Heclearedhisthroatandpicked...



Thami:Hello?

Richard:Heyman,youcancomeorIcanjustshow

you.It'snotgoodnews.

Thami:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Richard:Thereisa99.9%chancethatyou'renotthe

father.

Thami:Maybethesamplesgotdilutedorsomething,

aresure?

Richard:Ifitwastheresultwouldbeinconclusive.

DNAdoesn'tlie,yousendpeopletojailbasedon

DNAwhydoubtitnow?

Thami:(sighed)Alright,thanksman.

Richard:Shouldidestroythisorprintitoutforyou?

Thami:Destroyit.Thanksman

Hehungupandsatdownlookingatherasshetook

picturesofthebaby...



Thami:Whosechildisthat?I'm notplayinggames

withyou

Fefeturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Fefe:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Kantewhydoyou

keepdenyingyourchild?

Thami:I'm serious,don'tturnmeintosomethingI'm

not.Ibreakmybacktryingtoprovideforyouand

youmakemesupportanotherman'schildlegone

whenIaskyouyoupretendasifyoudon'tknow

whatI'm talkingabout.

Fefe:Ifyouhavedecidedtolistentoyoursisters

thendosowithoutdraggingmeintoit.

Thami:(stoodup)Fefe?Whodidyousleepwith?I'm

notplayingwithyou..

Hegrabbedherarm andpulledherup,shedropped



thebaby'sclothesandalmosttrippedasshefellon

thecouch...

Fefe:IfyoutouchmeI'm callingmybrother!Youcan

talktomewithoutmanhandlingme.Don'tmakeme

involvehim becauseyouknowverywellwhoheis.

Thamitookadeepbreathandcalmeddownashe

rubbedhisheadandslowlysatdown.Helookedat

herandswallowedtearfullyasheburiedhisface

betweenhiseyes...

Thami:SoyousleptwithBusang?

Fefe:Ididn't,youneedtostopsayingthatbecause

youknowheisgay.

Thami:ThenwhydoestheDNAtestsayI'm notthe

father?

Fefe:Whendidyoutesther?

Thami:Youdidn'tanswerme,whydoestheDNAtest



sayI'm notthefather?

Fefe:Idon'tknow,howdoiexplaintheimpossible?

It'simpossibleforyounottobethefatherbecause

I'veonlybeenwithyou.

Thami:Ican'tbelieveyou'dhurtmelikethis..

Fefe:Nayaisyourchild.

Thami:Sheisnot!Andyouknowit!

Hestoodupandsighedclenchinghisjaws...

Thami:Getoutofmyhouse.

Fefe:Thisismyhouse,gasemantuapolicegoloha

Thami:Whosenameisonthelease?Getout!

Fefe:Areyouserious?

Thami:I'm seriouseeakereyoudon'twanttobe

honestwithme?Getout!You'llgetinherewhen

you'rereadytotellthetruth...



Hewalkedtothebedroom andshovedherbaby's

thingsinthebagthenhewalkedtothedoorand

threwoutthebaby'sbag,shepickedthebaby'sbag

andwalkedbackinsidejustashewalkedbackwith

herbag...

Thami:Oiraeng?Don'tbringthatbagbackinthe

house.I'm notplayingwithyou,howcanyouuseme

alltheseyears.Ipaytherentanddoeverythingfor

youwhenallthatiaskisthatyoubefaithfulbutyou

can'tdothat!Getout!

Hegrabbedbothbagsandthrewthem outside...

Thami:Getyourbaby!I'm notplayingwithyou,ifyou

keeppushingmeyou'llthinkI'm evil.Getyourbaby

andgetout.I'm keepingeverythinginthishouse

becauseipracticallyboughtit.

Fefe:Iboughtmythingswithmysalary

Thami:Warengtota,ipaidhalfforthesethings,have



youforgottenthatjustlastmonthiclearedthe

furnitureshopwithmymoney.Iboughtthesebaby

cots,walkersandpramswithmymoneythinkingI'm

buyingformychild.You'renotgettingthebonus

untilyoutellmewhoyouhavebeensleepingwith.

Shepickedthebabyandhungthebabyblanketover

hershoulderashegrabbedherarm pushingher

outside.

Thami:Getout!

Hegrabbedthekeysfrom thedoorandlockedup

thenhewalkedpastherandgotinthecar,he

startedthecarandspedoffleavingherinacloudof

dustasshecoughedandputtheblanketoverher

daughterprotectingherfrom thedust...

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#7

AtBank....

BaneediandOdirilepartedandwalkedaroundthe

buildingholdingwalkietalkies...Baneedi'sphone

rang...

Baneedi:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,I'm atyourhouse.IthoughtI'llfindyour

sparekeysontheirusualspot.

Baneedi:IlostmyotherkeyssoI'm usingmyspare

keys,whatdoyouwant?

Fefe:Thamikickedmeout,hesaysNayaisnothis

daughter.

Baneedi:Butthat'syourhouse

Fefe:Hehasbeenpayingtherentandtheleaseisin



hisname.Hefounditformethoughiwaspayingat

times

Baneedi:Eitherwaythat'syourhouse,whatthehell

ishetalkingabout?Isithisbabyornot?

Fefe:Howcanyouaskmethat?

Baneedi:Ijusthadtomakesure,whywouldhesay

thatthough?

Fefe:HesayshedidaDNAtestonher

Baneedi:Becausehisfamilykeepstellinghim the

babyisn'this?Great,don'tmindhim.Howdoigive

youthekeys?

Fefe:I'm comingoverwithBubu

Baneedi:Alrightbye

Hehungupandsighedwalkingaroundtheparking

lotthenhewalkedtowardsthedirectionOdirilehad

taken.

MeanwhileOdirile'sbootcrushedsomedryleaves



ashewalkedonthesideofthebuildingthenhis

phonerang...

Odirile:Hello?

Voice:Haveyouthoughtaboutit?

Odirile:ItoldyouI'm notdoingthat.

Voice:Whynot?Youhaveeveryreasontodoit,give

metworeasonswhyweshouldn'tdothis.

Odirile:I'llbethefirstsuspect,howaboutthat?

Voice:Notreally.I'llmakesureyou'renotasuspect

Odirile:How?Byshootingme?Hurtingme?

Voice:Itshouldbebelievableain'tit?besidesother

peoplejustsurrender...Canwedothis?Thisthingis

possibleanditwillbeeasierwithyourhelp.Wecan't

doitwithoutyourhelp

Odirile:Idon'twanttotakepartintosomethingi

don'thavecontrolover.I'm notafollower..

Voice:Nowyou'retalking,takethelead



Odirile:Ican'tputmylifeinsomeone'shand.Andi

toldyouamilliontimes,idon'thaveaccessto

everything...

Voice:Butyouknowwhenthingshappenandhow....

You'refriendswiththeboss.

Odirile:YouknowthatjustbecauseI'm asecurity

guarddoesn'tmeanihaveeasyaccesstothings

right?

Voice:iknow,idon'tneedaccess....Ineeddetails...

ODthinkaboutthis,you'renotdoinganything

wrong...You'renottakingpartintoanything...Just

tellingmewhenwhathappensandwhen.I'lltakeit

from there

Odirile:Howmuch?

Voice:100K

Odirile:Nxla!Wantwaela.Callmewhenyou're

serious.

Voice:OD!OD!?wait...listen...15%,that'sthebesti

cando,youwon'tbedoingmuch...Therealriskis

outthere..Whentheactionstarts.Youknowthings



cangosouth

Odirile:15%itis.

Voice:Alright,seeyoutomorrow.

Odirile:Sure

HeturnedaroundandfacedBaneedithenhehung

up..

Odirile:What'sup?

Baneedi:Wasjustwonderingwhereyou're..

Odirile:Alright

Theguyswalkedtowardsthefrontofthebuilding...

Baneedi:Whowasthat?

Odirile:Wereyoulistening?

Baneedi:No,butitsurelookedlikeonehellofa



conversation.What'sgoingon?

Odirile:Mycousinisgoingthroughshit...

Relationshipproblems

Baneedi:Ohok,nneoleDrPhil

Theylaughedwalkingtowardsthefrontofthe

buildingthenBubupulledover.

Baneedi:ThisguychasedFefeout,ihopethings

don'tgetoutofcontrolwheniconfronthim

tomorrow.Nobodytreatsmylittlesisterlikethat

Odirile:Whathappened?

Baneedi:Heisdenyinghisbaby

Odirile:Isee..

MeanwhileFefesteppedoutandhurriedovertoher

brother..



Fefe:Thanks

Baneedi:Sure,I'llmoveinwithODwhileyousortout

yourissueswithThamiso.

Fefe:Ok,thanks

FefeturnedlookingatOdirile..

Fefe:Hi

Odirile:Hi...

BaneediglancedatOdirileashetookoutthehouse

keysandhandedhissister..

Fefe:Bye

Baneedi:sure

FefeturnedaroundandhurriedawaywhileBaneedi

turnedlookingathim...



Baneedi:Youwouldn'twanttotakeadvantageofmy

sisterright?

Odirile:Ofcoursenot,whywouldyousaythat?

Baneedi:Iknowthatlook..Don'truinourfriendship.

Theyturnedandeachwalkedbacktotheirspot..

AtBaneedi'sHouse...

MinuteslaterBubuparkedthecar,Fefetookadeep

breathandturnedaroundlookingatHim...

Fefe:Thereissomethingineedtotellyou.

Bubu:What?

*

*



Unexplainable

#8

AtBaneedi'sHouse...

Fefe:IfThamisoistellingthetruthabouttheDNA

testthenthisisnotmydaughter..

Thamiso:Firstofalldidheeventakeherfortesting

orheissayingthatbecausethebabyislighterin

completionandhisfamilyissayingso?

Fefe:I'veneverpartedwiththebabybutheisfriends

withtheforensicsguys.Theygrewuptogether,

maybetheytestedforhim.

Bubu:Idon'ttrusthim...

Fefe:Idon'tthinkhehasareasontolie

Bubu:Howisitpossiblethatthebabymightnotbe

yours?Yougavebirthtoher

Bubu:Andshehadthickhair,butwhenshecame

backfrom thewashingroom orwherevertheytook



hershelookeddifferent..Herhairisverylight.

Bubu:Thamisoismessingwithyourhead,that

soundslikesomethingthatwouldonlyhappenin

movies.

Fefe:Ifyouhavedealtwithacarelessnursethen

you'dknowit'spossible.

Bubu:I'veneverbeentherebutthisjustsounds

funny...Thamisoislying.Whywouldhedoitin

secretinthefirstplace?Youcan'tthinklikethat

aboutyourbaby,thisisstressingyouandyou'llend

updepressedorhatingyourbaby..

Fefesighedandleanedbacktearfully...

Fefe:Ijustdon'tknowhowtoexplainallthese..I

don'tknowhowit'spossibleforhim nottobethe

fatherwhenheistheonlymanI'vebeenwith.You

knowme...

Sheturnedandlookedathim astearsfilledher



eyes...

Fefe:YouknowveryI'venevercheated...Thisstill

feelslikeadream ormaybetheybewitchedhim,i

don'tknow

Howcansomeonewakeuponedayanddenyhis

childknowingverywellthatihavenowheretogo.I

can'tgobackhomeespeciallyafterwhatmymother

saidaboutrespectingthetradition.

Bubu:You'llbefine,fornowjuststayhere...I

promiseI'llhelpyoufindajob...I'lltalktoafew

peopleiknow,youknowiknowpeople...Igotyou.

Fefe:Thanks

Theyleanedoverandhuggedthenshesteppedout

withthebabyandclosedthedoor.

Fefe:Bye

Him:Bye



Sheturnedaroundandunlockedthedoorthenshe

walkedinandsighedsittingdown..

Atthebank....

EarlyinthemorningBaneediandOdirilejumpedin

thebackofthecarandsatdown.

Odirile'sminddriftedbackatthatphonecallagain

ashewindwhippedhisface.Minuteslaterthecar

stoppedatthegate,Baneedijumpedoutandfist

bumpedwithhim.

Odirile:Sure

Bans:yeah!

Baneediknockedonthedoor,Fefeopenedthedoor



thenhewalkedintheoneroom.

Baneedi:(loweredhisvoice)Hey

Fefe:Hi

Hetookoffhisuniform remaininginshortsthenhe

grabbedanextrablanketfrom thewardrobeand

sleptonthecouchwhileFefewentbacktobedwith

thebaby...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningOdirilejumpedoutofthecar

andclosedthedoorthenthecardroveoff.

Heapproachedthehousebarelyabletoholdback

hissleep,nightshiftwouldalwaysbethehardest

weak...Hefeltsickjuststandingthereashe

knocked,hewasn'tevengoingtogetinbedhewas



justgoingtocollapseonthebedandsleep.His

sisteropenedthedoorwhileputtingonherschool

tie.Hesteppedinthesittingroom andclosedthe

doorlookingatthecarpetwherehermattresswould

usuallybebuttherewasnothingagain.Shewasn't

thetypetofoldherblanketsandmovehermattress

firstthinginthemorning,actuallyhealwayshadto

scoldherforleavingherblanketsinthesittingroom

butforsomereasonduringhisnightshiftssincethis

weekhenevercamehometohermattressonthe

carpet.

Odirile:AsalepeledoyousleepathomewhenI'm on

mynightshifts?

Asaturnedaroundlookingatherbrotherasshe

droppedhercollarandfixedhershirtcalmly...

Asa:Yes..



Sheturnedawaypickingherlockerkeylanyardand

putitaroundherneck...

Odirile:Idon'tbelieveyou,gaolalemolapeng...

Asa:Becausekealotseearly?You'retheonewhois

alwaystellingmetofoldmyblanketsandwhenido

itbeforeyouarriveyou'regettingangryagain?

Hesighedandtookoffhisshoesthenheputthem

overtheshoeragasshesprayedperfumeover

herself.Onhiswaytothebedroom hecaughtsight

ofaphonebytheTVstand,hewalkedbackandtook

itoutofthecharger.Hetriedtoswipethescreenbut

itwaslocked..

Odirile:Wheredidyougetthisphone?

Asa:Keesetse

Odirile:Wheredidyoufindit?

Asa:Onmywayfrom school



Odirile:Youfounditwithacharger?Asadoyou

knowthatatyourageallmenwantyoubutnoneof

them actuallycaresenoughnottoletyouatleast

finishyourjuniorschool?Iboughtyouaphonethat

isappropriateforyouragesoicankeepcheckingon

youbutyoudon'tevenanswermeatnightwheni

checkonyou,thenextthingyoushowupwitha

phoneexpensivethanmine..

Asa:Ifoundontheway

Odirile:SoIshouldtakeittothepolicesotheycan

findtheownerright?Becauseitlooksnewand

expensive.(shelookeddown)You'rejust3years

awayfrom goingtoauniversity.Whenyougetthere

yougetstudentallowance,studentallowanceis

1.6Kthefirstmonthisdoublesoyou'llbeabletobuy

yourselfaproperphoneandeverythingican'tafford

togiveyou...Butifyoukeepdoingthisyou'llnever

finishschool.I'm takingittothepolicesothecan

findtheowner

Asa:It'smine...Ifounditformyself.

Odirile:Andyou'vestartedfailing,ifyoudon'tfocus



onschoolyou'regoingtofail.Itwon'tendwellfor

you,lifeishardfortheuneducated,iknowwhatI'm

talkingabout.

Asa:I'm notgoingtofail,youlikesayingI'm goingto

fail.I'm notyouandI'm notgoingtobeasecurity

guard.

Odirilelookedatherstillholdingherphone...

Odirile:Obonaompuisasente?

Asa:I'm sayingiwon'tfail.

Odirile:You'renotusingthisphonebecauseit's

goingtodistractyouandphonesarenotallowedin

school.

Asa:I'llputitonsilent

Odirile:You'renotgoingwiththisphoneand

whoeverisboughtyouthisphonewillgotojailwhen

ifindoutwhoheis.I'm notbreakingmtbacksoyou

canfail,doyouthinkienjoythepeanutsI'm getting

forallthesleeplessnights?Ourparentslasthopeis



onyouandyoudothis?Icanunderstanddating

becauseyou'reteenagerbutitcan'tbeanotherboyif

it'sthisphone.It'sprobablyagrownmanwhois

usingyou!Someonewhoprobablyhasawife,baby

mamaorgirlfriendthatwillbeatyouwhenshe

catchesyouwithhim.You'reunderageyouneedto

actlikeit

Asa:Iwantmyphone..

Shepickedherschoolbagandstoodbylookingat

him...

Asa:Nnakebataphoneyame..

Odirile:WannyatsaAsa?

Asa:Iwantmyphone.

Odirile:Areyoutalkingbackatme?

Asa:Givememyphone,please.Iwanttogoto

school.

Odirile:You'renotgettingit.You'renotgoingtouse



thisphone,you'llatleastgetitafteryourfinalexam.

Asa:Nextyear!?Iwantmyphone

Odirileturnedaroundandputitinhisbag,Asa

grabbedhisbagtryingtounzipit,hepushedher

backandalmostslappedherwiththebackofhis

handassheblockedandburstintotearscrying.

Asa:(crying)IfyouhitmeI'm goingtoreportyou...

Mphaphoneyame.Iwantmyphone!Justbecause

youcan'tafforditdoesn'tmeanican'thaveit,it'snot

myfaultyou'refailingtotakecareofme...andI'm

notafailurelikeyou,stopcontrollingmylife

becauseyou'renotmymotherorfather.Ifyou'reso

wisewhydidn'tyougotoauniversity?You'refullof

jealousyandnextyearwhenigotoMaunseniori

wanttogoforboarding.Whyareyousojealousof

me?Doyouwanttohavesexwithme?Areyou

tryingtorapeme?



Odirilelookedatherforaminute,histhroatcracked

ashelookedatherthenhehandedherthephone.

Shesnatcheditandwalkedoutrubbinghertears

thenheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothebedroom

wherehesatontheedgeofthebed.

Hismothercalledthenhepicked...

Odirile:Hello?

Her:ODgoodmorning,I'm supposedtogotothe

hospitaltomorrow.Canihavebusfee?

Odirile:P50?

Her:YesbutmakeitP100I'm withyourfatheror

P200becauseidon'twanttosleepinMaun.Ijust

wanttogotothehospitalandcomebacktothese

goats.Yourhastogoseethedoctorforhiseyes.

Thisglassesdon'thelpanymore,hehasgone

completelyblind.

Odirile:EemmaI'llfinditandsenditbeforetheend

oftoday.



Her:Thankyou,mybloodpressureandyourfather's

eyesarestressingmeout,howisyoursisterdoing?

Helookeddownandswallowedapainfullump..

Odirile:Sheisfine,sheisdoingwell.

Her:Waabalatota?

Odirile:Yes,shereads.IfIgetmyovertimepayi

wanttopaytutorsforhersoshecanpickhermarks

andbereadyforherfinalexam.

Her:Godblessyoumyboy,bye

Odirile:Bye

Hehungupandsighed,hehadn'tbeenabletosleep

workingallnightbutnobodywouldborrowhim that

P200.Hechangedhisuniform andputonanoverall

thenhedialedBaneedi....



AtBaneedi'sHouse...

MeanwhileFefestoodbythestovecleaningasher

brother'sphonerang,hepulledtheduvetoverhis

headandcarriedonsleeping.

Fefesighedandpickedhisphone...

Fefe:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,okaeBans?

Fefe:Heissleeping

Odirile:Wakehim up,iwanttogotolabourand

registerforapiecejob.IneedP200

Fefe:Workingagainleletsente?Youhadanight

shift,youshouldbesleepingthewholeday.

Odirile:Mosadimogoloothokamadiabus,iwon't

takelong.OnepiecejobwhenigetpaidI'm coming

backtosleepbeforemyshiftstarts.



Fefe:IhaveP200,comegetit.You'llgiveittome

whenyougetpaid.

Odirile:Won'tyouneeditforthebaby?Didn'tyousay

yougotkickedout,wagodirajangngwanaathoka

pampers?

Fefe:Don'tworryaboutit,shehadenoughdiapers

forthemonth.Comegetitandgobacktosleep

Odirile:Thankyou.

Shehungupandcarriedoncleaningthenshemade

breakfastandshookBaneedi.

Fefe:Bans?Wakeupandeatthenyougobackto

sleep..

Hewouldn'tevenmove,knowingBanshe'donlyget

upatnoon.Sheputthem inthemicrowaveandsat

downeatingasshewatchedtheTVonalow

volume..



Therewasaknockthenshegotthemoneyand

steppedout,Odirilesteppedbackandlookedather..

Fefe:Imadebreakfast,didyoueatanything?

Helookedather,he'dneverhadanyoneaskhim that

questionanditfeltsogood.Shedidn'tevenwaitfor

hisanswershesteppedinandcomeoutwitha

plate...

Odirile:Thankyou

Fefe:Sure,letmebringyouachair.

Shebroughthim achairthenhesatdownasshe

bentoverwashinghishandwithajarofwater...

Odirile:Thankyou



Fefe:Ok...

Shesatonthestoopandtheyatesilently,she

finishedandputherplateasidewaitingforhisthen

hefinishedandstooduphandinghertheplate...

Odirile:Thankyou..

Fefe:You'rewelcome...

Sheturnedtothehouse..

Odirile:Ofentse?

Sheturnedbackandlookedathim...

Fefe:Yes?



Hechokedlookinginhereyes,whatwashedoing...

Thiswashisfriend'ssister...

Odirile:Thankyouforthefood

Fefe:You'rewelcome.

Odirile:HowisNaya?

Fefe:Sheisgood...(smiledlookinginhiseyes)Waa

otselagoreOD,gaotswahaabewagorobala

Odirile:(smiled)OK..

Fefe:Letmeputthisdownandtakeyouhalfway...

Hetookadeepbreathandrelaxed,minuteslatershe

walkedoutthentheywalkedtothegatewhereshe

remainedinsidewhileheturnedaroundhookingthe

gatehandle.

Heputhisarmsoverthegateandlookedinhereyes

asshelookedathim,heswallowedandlooked

behindherjusttomakenoonewasstandingatthe



doorthenheleanedoverandkissedhercheek

slowly...hisheartpoundedasleanedbackand

lookedinhereyesforareaction.

Fefe:IfyoudothatagainI'm goingtotellBans...

Hisheartskippedassheturnedaroundwalking

away..

Odirile:I'm sorry...Fefe?Itwillneverhappen

again...I'm sorry,

Shekeptwalkingandgotinthehousethenhe

turnedaroundandsighed...

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#9

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonOdirilefinishedtakingabath

andsighedsittingonthebed.Banshadnotcalled

andhewasn'tsureifFefehadtoldhim what

happened...Butthendamn...Hercheekwassosoft.

Hesmiledaloneandbithislowerlip...

Shedidn'tflinchwhenhekissedherthough,that

countsforsomethingright?Nowheneededtoup

hispockettogethisgirl.Withthisguyoutofthe

picturehestoodaverygoodchance.Hejustneeded

anopportunitytoloveherbetterbythetimethisguy

discovershimselfhe'dhaveblockedhim.

Hechangedintohisuniform andleftforthenext

shift...



AtRragweThamiso'soffice...

Thamisoparkedthecarandtookoffhiscapthenhe

tookoffhispoliceshirtandremainedwithavest,he

steppedoutofthecarandopenedthebootthenhe

pickedsweatpantsandlookedaroundtheparking

lot,hewasalone.Hequicklychangedputeverything

inthebackseatthenhedroppedapairofflip-flops

onthepavement,heslippedhisfeetinandwalked

towardstheflat....

Hesmiledandwinkedatthereceptionistashe

headedtohisfather'soffice.

Thami:Wareng?

Receptionist:(smiled)I'm good.

Thami:Ishein?

Receptionist:Yes...yourmotherisinameetinginthe



boardroom.

Thami:Idon'twantthatone,don'ttellheripassed

by

Receptionist:(laughed)Eerra

Helaughedwalkingalongthepassage,ayoung

womansteppedoutoftheofficeandwalkedintothe

other...Hedidn'tknowthisone,didHRbring

someonenew?Heturnedtotheofficeandknocked

beforestickinghisheadinside...

Thami:(smiledateveryone)Hi...

Thewholeofficeturnedlookingathim andsmiled

thenhiseyesmovedtothenewgirl...

Femaleworker:HiMrT,erengvestmobosong

Thami:(laughed)Really?



Maleworker:(laughed)Didyouundressinthe

parkinglot?

Thami:(laughed)Idon'thaveanofficeinthis

buildingketaareng...(lookedatthenewgirstanding

bytheprinter)Hi...

Sheturnedaroundandtuckedherhairlookingat

him,shecouldseethedirector'sresembleon

him...Thebulgeonhissweatpantspulledhereyes

likeamagnetasshelooked,damn!

Thami:MynameisThamiso,I'm thejanitor!

Her:IguessyouwenttoanEnglishmedium or

somethingbecausethecorrectEnglishforaBritish

colonyiscaretaker.

Thami:Youmusthaveloved'Shoshalstudies'

Thewholeofficecrackedlaughingasshecollected

thepapersandturnedlookingathim..



Her:Shouldilodgeacomplaintforharassment?

Thami:(smiled)Definitely,I'llattendtoitrightinmy-

Her:Youdon'tevenhaveanoffice..

Hepausedtryingtothinkofacomebackasthe

employeeslaughedathim...

Thami:Thisisn'tover...

Shesmiledandshruggedhershoulders...

Thami:Youstilldidn'ttellmeyourname

Her:Coconut

Thami:Excuseme?

Theycrackedlaughing..



Worker:(laughed)That'swhatisaidtoowheni

heardit.

Coco:It'sCoconut,what'sweirdaboutit?

Thami:Yourmothernamedyoucoconut??Asinthat

fruitfrom theislandeventhoughyou'refrom the

dessert?

Coco:Yes,justlikeyouwerenamedThamisobut

youdon'tmakeeveryonehappy.

Thamiso:MyfathernamedmeThamisobecausemy

mothermadehim veryhappythatnightheeven

releasedme,what'sthestoryaboutthecoconut?

Worker:(laughed)NowI'm picturingthebossbeing

veryhappymakingThamiso.

TheyalllaughedasThamijoinedinlaughing...

Thami:Guysdon'ttellhim isaidthat...



Coconutwalkedpasthim holdingsomepapers,his

eyesfollowedherasheclosedthedoorand

followedher...

Thami:So,whatdoyoudo?

Shelookedathim andsmiled...

Coco:Aren'tyoutheminiboss?SummontheHRand

getwhateverinfoyouneed..

Sheflushedasmileandswungherhairbefore

disappearingintotheotheroffice.Hesmiled

thoughtfullyandwalkedtowardshisfather'soffice

whereheknockedandtriedtoopenbutthedoor

waslocked...

Thami:Hello?!



Hisfather:(droppedsomethingfrom thetable)Just

aminute!

Thamistoodthereforhalfasecondthenhe

curiouslybentovertryingtoseethroughthekeyhole

buttherewasakey,hesteppedoverandplacedhis

handsovertheglasstryingtoseebetweenthe

blindfolds...

Thami:Papakanteodiraenggolomomister?

(knockedonthewindowwithhisknuckles)Bulathe

rra!

Hefinallymanagedtoslidethewindowopenand

stuckhisheadinsideashisfathersteppedoutof

bathroom holdingakey...

Him:Whythehellareyoupeekingthroughthe

window?



Thami'sshouldersgotstuckinthewindowashe

struggledtopullhimselfout....

Thami:I'm stuck!

Him:Youhavetobestuck,whywouldyoupeak

throughthewindowinmyoffice?

Thami:Becauseiheardyourbeltflickingand

somethingfelltoo...

Hisfathergrabbedthenewspaperandwhippedhis

headuntilhefinallyunstuckhimselfandrubbedhis

head.

TheoldmanunlockedtheofficethenThamiwalked

incuriouslylookingaround...Hewiggledhisnose

sniffingaroundandlookedathisfather...

Him:What?



Heheadedtothebathroom toopenthedoorbutit

waslocked,hebentoverandlookedthroughthe

keyholeandhethoughthesawsomeonemove

insidebuthisfathergrabbedhisneckfrom behind

andpulledhim...

Him:HetaotswehooMboy

Thami:Whoisthat?

Him:Thereisnobodyinthere

Thami:I'm not10anymore,whoisthat?

Him:It'snobody...

Thami:Areyoucheating?

Him:No,I'm not

Thami:Mamaisliterallyintheboardroom,whereis

yourassistant?

Him:Mboywhatareyoutryingtosay,wanthoga?

Thamiwalkedtowardsthedoorbuthisfather



grabbedhim behind,heturnedaroundandpushed

him back,theoldmanswungathim andpunched

him onthecheek.

Him:That'sforpushingme,don'teverputyour

handsonme.Ibroughtyouintothisworldandican

takeyouwithjustonefist.Sitdown!

Thamislippedhistongueoverthecutinsidehis

mouthandsatonhisfather'schair.Helookedatthe

oldmanashezippedhispantsproperlyandtucked

in...

Him:You'renotdestroyingmymarriageover

pigmentsofyourimaginations.You'renotalittleboy,

usethatenergytobuildyourfamilyandcorrectmy

mistakesifthereisany.You'retoooldtobe

influencedbecauseyoudon'tevenknowwhator

whythingsarehappening.



Heopenedthefridgeandhandedhim thebranded

waterbottle.Thamiopenedthebottleandtooka

sip...

Him:Whyareyouhere?

Thami:TheDNAsaysI'm notthefather

Him:Areyousure?

Thami:Yes

Him:(helookedatthebathroom)Let'sgotalkover

theroof..

Hisfatherwalkedtothebathroom andslidthekeys

underthedoorasThamiwatchedhim...

Him:Let'sgo...

Hegotupandfollowedhisfatherastheywalkedout,

heturnedhisheadcuriouslylookingbackathis



father'sofficehopingtoseewhoitwas.Hisfather

gentlygrabbedhisneckfrom thebackandpushed

him tothefrontthenhefollowedhim astheywalked

upthestepsandreachedthetop...

Him:Howdidithappen?

Thami:What?

Him:Howdidanotherman'ssperm beatyours?Who

isheanyways?

Thami:Shewon'ttellme

Him:Makehertellyou

Thami:Idon'twanttohurther,

Him:Ok,roguelionstravelalonelookingfora

lionesstobeartheirbloodlineandbuildapride,

whentheyfindthoselionesseswithcubs,they

eliminatethecubsandmatewiththewithlionesses

sotheirbloodlinecangotothenextgeneration...

Thamilookedathim,theoldmanshruggedhis



shoulders...

Him:I'm justsaying..

Thamitookadeepbreathandsighedthoughtfully

thenheheldhiswaistthinkingaboutit.Theoldman

tookoutacigaretteandlititupthenheleanedover

thebarlookingdown...

Thamistoodnexttohim andsighedthenhetookthe

cigarettefrom him andtookapuffbeforereturningit.

Hesighedlettingoutthesmoke...

Him:Oryoucanjustfindtheguyandeliminatehim

thenraisehischildasyours.Childrenbondwith

whoeverlovedthem from birth...

Thami:Thatsoundspractical...Notkillingachild..I

couldneverlivewithmyself.

Him:Comehere...



Theywalkedbackdownashefollowedhisfather

intotheoffice,oncetherehenoticedthebathroom

doorwasnowopen.Hisfathersatandpulledthe

drawer...

Him:Closethedoor..

Thamiclosedthedoorthenhisfatherpushedthe

deskandpulledoutafalsetile...Thamifrowned

lookingatthesafe...

Him:Putyourdateofbirth,day,monthandtheyear.

Thamisquattedandturnedthewheeluntilitclicked

openthenheopenedit...

Hisfatherreachedinsideandhandedhim

something.Thamifrownedandopenedthelittlebox.



Hisheartalmostdroppedashelookedatitandback

athisfather...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#10

Attheoffice...

Thamiputitbackinthesafeandsatonthecouch

sighing...

Him:Iguessthat'sano?

Thami:I'm notabouttodestroymylifeforsomeone

whocheatedonme,iwon'thurtanyonefor

somethingthat'snottheirfault...(sighed)Asmuch

asIloveFefeiwouldn'tkillforher...No.

Him:I'm proudofyou...Eliminationorbeingthe

biggerguyandwalkingoutofitall..samething...

Hisfatherclosedthesafeandpulledthedeskoverit

thenheleanedagainstthedesklookingatThami...



Hecouldonlyimaginetheheartbreakhewasgoing

through...

Him:Iknowyouloveher,ialsoknowthepainof

beingfaithfultoawomanonlytofindouteveryman

aroundyousleptwithher.Youloseyourmind,your

moralsandyourselfesteem...Atmyageihonestly

can'tsayiam overthebetrayalioncefelt...It

changedme...Iam sadbecauseiknowyouwon't

trustthenextgirl.Youwon'tloveherlikeyouloved

Fefebecauseyou'llbeafraidtogiveityourall

knowingshemighthurtyou.Iknowbecausemy

viewsaboutfaithfulnesschangedwhenifirstgot

cheatedwheniwasloyaltothebook...itwasawhile

backanditwaswiththeclosestperson..

Thamilookedathisfatherandsighed...

Thami:Somamacheatedonyou?



Him:Idon'ttalkbadaboutmywife...Andthisisn't

abouther.I'm justtellingyouthatI'm proudofyou

fornotcrossingthelineinresponse.

Thami:Thankyou...Sowhatdowedo?Idon'twant

tojustdisappear.IwantherfamilytoknowwhyI'm

notinherlifebecauseihadalreadyacceptedthe

pregnancyandIwastopaydamagesandall.

Him:I'lltalktothefamilythenwewillgothereand

talktothem.They'reatraditionalfamilysoexpecta

meeting,peoplelikethatlikediscussingthings

deeper.

Thami:Ok...

Him:Butareyouokthough?

Thami:Yeah

Him:Needacigarette?

Thami:(smiled)No

Him:Whataboutavagina?Icangetyouoneortwo,

whateveryouneed..



Thamilookedawayandsmiledthenhelaughed

standingup,

Thami:I'm good...Thanks

Him:Alright...Alwaysremember,itdoesn'tmatter

whatyoudoinsecret,whatmattersiswhatpeople

thinkaboutyou...S9ifyoufindthatguyremaincalm,

ifyouhaveanythingelseyouwanttodotohim?You

doitinsecret,gettingawaywithanythingstarts

beforeyouevenknowyou'lldoanythingcrazy.

That'swhyyoumustalwaystreatpeoplewithlove,

alwayssmileevenwhenyou'reangry...Don'tever

pushanyonewithangerthewayyoupushedme

earlier...Peoplemustknowyouasagoodcharacter

sothatwhenshithitsthefanthoseverypeoplecan

beyourwitnessesandspeakonyourbehalf,(tapped

thesideofhishead)bepsychologicallysmart...

Thamilookedathim foramomentthenhesighed...



Thami:Stillnottintingmygoodrecordbecausea

womandecidedtocheatonme,I'm agoodmanand

iknowit,I'llfindsomeonewhowillappreciateme.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenhepaused

walkingandturnedbacktothecomputer..

Thami:Letmedosomethingreallyquick..

Heclickontheemployeeprofilesandclickedonthe

recentlyaddedstaffmembers,hesmiledlookingat

Coco'spictureandclickedonherprofilethenhe

forwardedittohisemail..

Thami:Outofcuriosity...Am iallowedtohangout

withoneoftheworkers?

Him:No,flirtingwithemployeesisunacceptable.

Thami:(smiled)ButI'm apoliceofficer...Idon'twork

foryou.



Him:Nicetry

Thami:Youwerewithyourassistant

Him:Itwasn'tmyassistant,justsomeoneiwouldn't

wantyoutoseebecauseyoumightquestionmy

morals

Thami:Wasitanunderagegirl,amarriedwomanor

aman?

Him:Definitelyoneofthethreethingsyou

mentionedbutiwon'ttellyouwhichone.Ineedto

wrapthisupandknockoff...

Thamiturnedaroundandwalkedoutclickingonhis

emailthenhedialedCoco'snumber...

Coco:Hello?

Thami:Hi,secretadmirerhere.

Coco:Ok?

Thami:Doyoudrive?



Coco:Idon'tunderstand,ihavealicensebutidon't

haveacar

Thami:(lookedatthetime)I'm waitingforyouinthe

parkinglot.Itsalmosttimeup,wanttodropyou

home.

Coco:Oh,OK.Noproblem.

Thami:Surebye

Hehungupandgotinthecar...

AtBaneedi'sHouse...

LaterthateveningFefesatonthebedlookingatthe

baby,perhapsThamisohadtimetocalm down

enoughtolethergetthebaby'sthings.Shedialed

hisnumberbuttherewasnoanswerthenherphone

rang...

Fefe:Hello?



Father:Ofentse?

Herheartskipped,herfatheronlycalledherbythe

officialnameonlywhenhewasn'thappy...

Fefe:Rra?

Father:Iwantyouheretomorrowat8am,doyou

understandme?

Fefe:Yes

Father:Dothat,everyonewillbehere...Thami's

fatherhassomethingtodiscusswithus.

Fefe:Ok.

Herfatherhungupbeforeshecouldsayanything

else,shesighedandbreastfedherbaby.Thiswas

gettingserious...ShealwaysfeltwhenDNAcomes

backnegativeforafatheritmeantthewoman

cheated,butshewasn'tsureaboutthatanymore...

Butthen...IfshecouldstilltalktoRiri,someone



probablychangedthoseresultsjustsoshewouldn't

haveafamily.Someonewasbewitchingherman

anddestroyingherfuture...Probablyheraunt.There

wasnowayThamiwasn'tNaya'sfather....

Shepickedherphoneandtypedamessagefora

groupthatpostformembersanonymously.

"Hiadmin,pleasepostformeasanon.Iheardthere

isaladywhohelpspeopleandfixesrelationships.

Kekopamogalakanadidirectionskokekaithusang

teng.Myrelationshiphasbeengoodwithbaby

daddyathokomelangwanahelasentebutwheni

camebackfrom botsetsithingsweredifferentasif

someonewasinthehouseandprobablydid

somethingtomybabydaddy.Heisdenyinghischild

anditsjustamess.Nooneshouldjudgeme,ifyou

don'tknowanyonewhohelpsjustignorethis.Ketaa

reetsamogoadminorthecomments.Thankyou."

Shesentthemessageandsighed....Howwasshe



evengoingtogetajobwithafatherlessbaby.Her

motherwouldneveracceptherbabyespecially

knowingshewasnowalone...

Shedialedherbrother...

Bans:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,wantedtosaygoodbye.Theelders

summonedmesoI'm goingtocatchtheearliest

bus...

Bans:Alright,noproblem.

Fefe:Bye...

Shehungupandreceivedamessage.

Odirile:Hi,I'm reallysorryaboutlastnight.Icouldn't

sleepafterwhatyousaid,ididn'tmeantomakeyou

uncomfortable.IpromiseI'llkeepmyfeelingsin

check.



Fefe:It'sok,iunderstand.

Odirile:Thankyouforunderstanding.I'm reallysorry

butinawayI'm gladithappenedbecausethenI'll

stopwonderingwhatifyoufeltthesameway.I've

battledwithmyfeelingsforyearsnow.Mysoulis

free.Iapologiseformakingyouuncomfortable.

ThankyoufortheP200,I'llreturnitwhenigetpaid.

Fefe:Thankyou.

Sheputdownherphoneandlaidbesidesherbaby

staringather...

Inthebus....

ThenextmorningFefesatbythewindow

breastfeedingherbabyasthebusstopped.She

pickedherbabyandwalkedoutofthebuscarrying

thebagoverhershoulder..



Shegotdownandpaidthenthebusdroveoff.She

tiedthebabybehindherbackandputthebagover

hershoulderasherphonerang..

Fefe:Hello?

Bubu:Hilove,didyoumanage?

Fefe:Yes,thebusjustdroppedmeoffI'm onmy

home.

Bubu:Iwishididn'thavetogobacktoworksoi

couldbringyou.

Fefe:I'm fine,gomakemoney.

Bubu:Pleasetakecareofyourself,andIdon'tcare

whateveryonesaysibelieveyouandithinkthelab

makeamistakeandifThamitestsagainthistime

legallyhe'dgettherightresults.

Fefe:I'm justtiredbecauseican'texplainanything...

Anypossibleexplanationseem farfetched...I'm just

tired.Bye

Bubu:Bye



Shehungupandwalkedhome,minutesalongthe

wayThamiso'scarapproachedwithtwoother

expensivecarsbehindher.

Shesteppedonthesideoftheroadandwaitedfor

them topasswhileshesupportedherbabybehind

her.Thamisostoppednexttoherandrolleddown

thewindow...

Fefe'seyeslandedonanunfamiliargirlinthefront

seat,from thelogoonhershirtsheworkedforhis

fatherbutthejuiceinherhandshowedjust

comfortableshewasinthefrontseat......Thamino,

please...Sheswallowedandlookedathim...

Thami:Let'sgo

Walkingseemedfarmuchbetterthanbeinginhis

presencewithanotherwomaninthefrontseat.Why



wouldhebringanotherwomantoherparents

home...Toasituationlikethis...OhThami...

Fefe:I'llwalk..

Thami:Don'tbeadramaqueen,getinthecargolo

kwagokgakala.

Hismotherimpatientlyhootedthensheuntiedthe

babyfrom herbackandgotinthebackseatputting

thebabyonherlap.

Thamiso:Cocothat'smyex,Ofentsethat'sCoco,we

arejustfriendsfornow.Shetookadayoff,wejust

wantedtofinishthisoffbeforehangingout...Ska

akanyagoreiintentionallybroughthertospiteyou.

Cocoturnedaroundlookingather...

Coco:Nicetomeetyou.



Fefe:Nicetomeetyoutoo..

Thebabybeguncrying,Fefehungheroverher

shouldershushingheruntiltheyarrived....

Thamisoparkedthecarthenshesteppedoutand

headedtohermother'shousewheresheputthe

babyonthebedandclosedthedoorbeforebreaking

downintotearswithherbackagainstthedoor..

Fefe:(cryingandwhispering)Noo....Nooo...

Shefootstepsapproachingthehouseandquickly

rubbedhereyesthenshebentoverpretendingto

checkonthebaby'sdiaper...

Hermotherwalkedinandpickedmorechairs...



Her:Hurryupthosepeoplearesayingtheyhave

otherthingstodo.

Fefe:Eemma

Her:Sowhoisthefather?

Fefe:HeistheonlymanI'vebeenwith

Her:Soyouwon'ttellmeeither?Ok.

Shepickedthebabyandwalkedouttothetree

whereeveryonewassitting.Shespreadsetengeon

thegroundandsatnexttohermotherandauntthen

sheputthebabyonherlap.

Thamiso'sfamilyglaredatherandherbabywith

disgust,shewantedtolookatthem justtomake

sureCocowasnotpartofthisandwhenshefinally

didshemetThamiso'sangryeyesashesatnextto

hisfather.Atleastshehadremainedinthecar...

RragweThamiso:Botsadithereisn'tmuchtosay



really,mysoninformedmethathetestedthebaby

aftercountlesssuspicionsandthetestrevealedhe

isnotthefather.Jaanongsincewehadpreviously

acceptedthebabyandtheresponsibilityasafamily

justlikethetraditiondictates...Wehavecomeback

todrawbackourwords.Oursondoesn'twantany

compensationforwhathehasalreadyspentonher,

shewins...Shewon...

RragweFefeturnedandlookedathisshameful

daughter,herheadwassodownitfelt

uncomfortabletoseeherbackandneckcurvedlike

that.Shebegunsnifflingandrubbinghertearsand

mucuswhileholdingthebabyonherlap...

RragweFefe:Fefe?

Fefe:(crying)Rra?

RragweFefe:Didyouhearthat?Whatdoyouhaveto

say?



Sheliftedherheadandlookedatherfatherastears

filledhereyesthensheburstintotearscrying..

Fefe:Ididn'tcheat,butthereisnothingicando

abouthisdecision.I'm sorrythatican'texplainwhy

heisnotthefather,maybethetestwaswrongor

maybethekidswereswitchedatthehospital..

Thami'smotherandsisterlaughedindisbelief,her

auntjoinedinlaughing...Fefe'smouthtrembledas

shecriedevenmore.Shecoughedandbabylooked

atherstartledandbeguncrying.

Herfathersupportedhimselfonthetraditionalchair

andstoodupthenhepickedthebabyandhelpedher

stand...

RragweFefe:Ibelieveyou,I'lltakecareofthebaby...

Evenifittakesthelastofmycattle,I'lldoit.I'llbe

herfather



Fefecriedevenmoreasherfatherpulledherover

hisshoulderandrubbedherback...Heleanedback

andrubbedhisdaughter'stears...

RragweFefe:Gotothehouse...I'llhandlethis.

Shegotthebabyandwalkedtothehouse,theold

manpickedFefe'sclothfrom thegroundandsat

downfoldingit.

RragweFefe:Batawanakeikopamaitshwarelokase

sediragetseng,iapologisefortheconfusionand

everythingthatishappening.(toThamiso)Thank

youfornotrequestingcompensation,Iappreciate

that.Idon'tknowwhatisgoingonbutmydaughter

cannotlieinfrontofme.Shewouldneverlietome...

Ihadmydoubtsearlierbutafterlookinginhereyesi

believeher.Idon'twantyoutothinkI'm forcingyou

tosupportmygranddaughter,I'm not...I'llraiseNaya



asmine...Pleaseforgiveme,iam sorryfrom the

bottom ofmyheart...

Thami'smother:Sheusedoursonbutthat'sok,I'm

gladwecaughtherbeforeshecouldjoinourfamily.

Thami'ssister:Mmeyooneatsenyekamaikaelelo

inourfamily.SheprobablylongstalkedThami

knowingwhatshewasupto.

RragweThami:That'senough

MmagweFefe:Heilaiponabahumikelonaba

mangaparesetso.SotheseChinesecarsandone

companymakesyouthinkyou'reaboveus?Yourson

shouldbegratefulheeverhadanopportunitytolie

downwitharealwomanbecausehewillneverget

that.I'm actuallyverygladthatthewholerichfamily

isheresowecanendthisforgood!Whatmakesyou

thinkmydaughterisagolddigger?Wasn'titthisboy

whodesperatelywantedmydaughteroutofthe

house?Youknowwhatrichpeople?Pleaseleavemy

yard.Idon'tknowwhathappenedherebutI'm glad

I'm nottiedtoyourfamily.I'lltakemygranddaughter



andmydaughterwillgofindajob,wewillraisethis

child.Hetang!Emelelanglothe!Pickyourbig

buttocksandbigstomachsyou'rebreakingmy

chairs!Emang!

Shestoodupandwalkedtowardsthefireplace

whereshegrabbedabowlandgothotwaterfrom

thedrum...

Her:Leave!

Thefamilyquicklystoodupandwalkedtowards

theircarsassheapproachedandpouredThami's

motherandherdaughter...

Her:Heetangletswemogamemetsokoyalona,

gasegoreletholelangwanake!Ojeleengmo

ngwanengwalonayoongameyo!LeyoneDNAtest

yalonaeokamaakahela,ngwanawalonaibileo

robetsengwanakeaitakamogodimogagweabele



buamasepa.{Getoutofherewithyourvaginas,

stupidpeople}

ShenoticedagirlinThami'scarandwalkedover...

Her:Omangwena?

Coco:Coco

Her:Cocokii?Keselosesemaotoakae?Eheke

wenayoothakanyaarreyothogo?Ngonyanao

ngwanawagamangoseboijaana?Otseela

ngwanakemonnaabeotsenamogame?{Whatis

Coco?Whatinsectisitandhowmanylegsdoesit

have?}

Sheleanedoverandsmackedherontjeforeheadas

shegotaninstantbumpandrolleddownthewindow.

Thamisoquicklyreversedthecarasshethrewthe

bowloverhiswindscreen.Thecardroveoffasshe

vibratedinangershakingtryingtofindanythingon

thegroundsoshecansmashtheircarsasthey



disappeared.Herhusbandgrabbedherfrom behind

andshebrokedowncrying...

Her:Canyoubelievethispeople?Ican'tbelievei

doubtedmydaughter.

From thatcryingiknowsheisnotlying,it'sjustlike

thetimeourneighboursaidFefestoletheirphone

onlyforthem tofinditandnevercomebackto

apologiseformakingmebeatmydaughterwhen

shecriedandtoldmeshedidn'tstealit.

Herhusbandturnedheraroundandhuggedheras

shecriedthentheyturnedbackandwalkedtothe

house..

MeanwhileFefelookedatthem astheywalkedin

andsatdownlookingather...

Her:I'm sorryidoubted...Ibelieveyou...I'lltakethe

babysoyoucangobackandlookforajob.They're



justlyingabouttheDNAtestsohecangomarrythat

girlinhiscar,wewillraiseourbaby.

Fefe:Thankyou...

Sherubbedhertearsandsmiledwithreddisheyes...

2YEARSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#11

AtThuto~DallasCafé....

Fefecollectedsomedocumentsfrom theprinter

thenshewalkedbacktothecounterandsorted

them whileacustomerstoodbyholdingP200note.

Fefe:Confirm ifthey'reOKbeforeibindthem..

Themancheckedthenhehandedthem backlooking

rightinhereyesashesmiledadmiringly..

Him:(softly)They'reOK..

Shegotthem andstoodbythebindingmachine,

minuteslatersheturnedaroundandsmiledhanding



them over.Shegotthepaymentandreturnedthe

change..

Fefe:Thankyou..

Him:(lookedathertag)Ofentsecanihaveyour

number?

Fefe:(smiled)No,kemotsetsi.

Him:Ok,I'm sorry.

Fefe:(smiled)It'sok..(toanothercustomer)Cani

helpyou?

Her:IneedacopyoftheID..

Fefe:It'sP2blackandwhite

ShemadeacopyoftheIDandlookedatthetime,

tomorrowwouldbeaholidayandshejustcouldn't

waittogogetherdaughterfrom hergrandparents.

ShegottheP2andputitbackintillthenshepicked

herphone.SheclickedontheFNBmessage,itwas

hersalary!Evenbetter!She'dtakeherbabyout!



AtOdirile'sHouse....

MeanwhileOdiriletypedapostonFacebookand

addedhislittlesister'spicture...

Odirile:"PleasehelpusfindAsalepele,sheis17,she

wasseenlastwearingaredtopandbluejeansa

weekago.Ifyouhaveseenherorhaveany

informationthatmighthelpusfindherplease

contactMaunpolicestationvia999orcontactme

directly.Thankyou."

Hepostedonfacebookandtappedonthecontract

hewasworkingon...Typingtenderdocumentsand

serviceproposalswastakingitstollonhim andhe

couldfeelhisbackaching...

Hegotoffthebedandstretchedhisbackthenhe

dialedBaneedi..



Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Themonnaquitthatjobsowecanpartner

andrunasecuritycompany.Wehaveallthe

experiencekana.

Bans:Andifwedon'tmakemoney?Yousaidyou

haven'tpaidthismonth'srentyetyouquityourjob

andusedyourlastmoneytoregisteracompany.

Whenwillitstartgivingyouprofit?

Odirile:Iknowit'sariskymovebutlookingatallthe

tendersthatoutnowpluswecanstartsmall.We

don'thavetodream bigger...Iobviouslydon'tsee

myselfcompetingwithSecuritysystemsleboG4S...

Thoseguysownthecountry...Butsecuritysamusic

festivals,showsandclubs...Wecangetsuchmoney.

Entertainmentindustrycan'tsurvivewithoutsecurity

andtheypayalotofmoney.Iwasjusttalkingto

Stuza...Heisanorganiserandthey'regoingtohave

ashowatthestadium thisweekend.Hewas

supposedtogetbacktome.

Bans:Ican'ttakethatrisk,it'shardtofindajob...



Whatifiquitmyjobandthebusinessdoesn'tdo

well?

Odirile:Youobviouslycan'tjustsucceedwithout

failures,ifitdoesn'tworkoutwewilllearnfrom that...

Listen...Aslongasyouhaveanotheroptionyou

won'tgiveityourall.Thereasoniquitisbecausei

wantedtohavenochoicebuttosucceed.Please

don'ttellmeyou'resatisfiedwithasalaryof3K,nna

kanaiwantapropergirlfriendandiwantachild.We

arenotgettinganyyounger...Ican'tstayinaone

room andusetaxisforever.Whatwillidowith3K?

1Kforrent,1kforfoodthentoiletriesgasebotshelo..

Thoseguysareusingus...Securitycompaniesgeta

lotofmoneyandtheydon'tevenwanttogiveyou

overtime.

Bans:Ihearyoubut,idon'twanttolosemyjob,it's

toorisky.Acompanyisnotajoke....(sighed

reluctantly)I'm nottryingtodiscourageyoubuti

thinkyou'retakingchanceswithwrongthings.

Odirile:(Acallcamethrough)Stuzaiscalling.I'llget

backtoyou...



Hecutthecallandpicked...

Odirile:Hello?

Him:Ispoketomyboys,areyousureyou'llhandle

Maunsportscomplex?

Odirile:Iwill,trustmeman...

Him:Thesearebigartists...Ineedtightsecurity.We

don'twantbadpublicity.

Odirile:Trustme.

Him:Ok,Saturdaynightyou'llprovidesecurityatthe

stadium.Ifthingsgowellwemightsignyouupfor

partnership.

Odirile:Iwon'tdisappointyou.

Him:Alrightcool,I'llemaileverythingjustnow.

Odirile:Sure

HehungupandclickedonhisFacebookpagethen



hepostedavacancyforthesecurityguardsthenhe

dialedBans...

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Justgotthefirstgig,themonnaquit,let'sdo

this...Ican'tdothiswithoutyou.

Bans:Theriskistoomuchmr.Youdon'tevenhave

oneemployee,notevenanoffice.ODyou'rerisking

kana...Thoseguyswillsueyouifyoursecurityisnot

tightenoughandsomethinghappens...Doyouknow

thatsecuritycompaniespayalotifthingsgetoutof

controlundertheirservice?

Odirile:Iknowbutican'tworkfor3KotherwiseI'll

takepartinaheist,that'showbadineedmoney.I

camethisclosetoactuallyconsideringaheist...I

havetotrythiscompanythingandseehowitgoes.

AnywaysI'lltalktoyoulater...

Bans:Sure

Hehungupandtransferreddocumentsinhisphone



thenhelockedupandwalkedout...

AttheInternetcafé...

LateronFefeandotherworkersswitchedoffthe

computersasOdirilewalkedin...

Worker:Weareclosed.

Fefelookedathim andsmiled..

Fefe:It'sok,I'llhelphim..

Shegothisphoneandconnectedittothecomputer,

sheclickedonthecomputertryingnottolookback

athim becauseshecouldfeelhim staringatheras

usual...Itwasawkwardanditmadeithardforherto

getanythingdonewithhim quietlystaringather...



Damn,shecouldn'tfindthedocumentsandshehad

toactuallylookhim intheeyes,shesighedand

lookedupathiseyes..

Fefe:Whereisthedocument?

Odirile:Tenderfile

Sheclickedonitandbegunprintingwhilehestared

atherwithoutsayinganything,shelookedathim

andlookedaway...Shewasn'tsurewhathewas

thinkingbutitwasn'tholy...

Odirile:Doyouhaveataxipickingyouup?

Fefe:No,icatchataxiatthestop.

Odirile:Kegoemele?

Fefe:I'm buyingNayasomeclothes,nkagodia.

Odirile:No,it'sok...Ihavetime.



Fefe:Ok..

Shecollectedhisdocumentsandbindedthem,she

smiledproudlylookingatthecoverofthe

documents.Shestillcouldn'tbelieveheactually

wentaheadandquithisjobtodothis...Quiterisky

butbold!

Fefe:Ihopethisworksoutwellforyou.

Odirile:Yeah...Ihopesotoo...I'llwaitoutside.

Fefe:Sure...

Hewalkedoutthensheputthemoneyinthetill.

Theysortedtheshopandleftthemanagerontheir

wayout...

Shesteppedoutofthecaféandopenedher

umbrellaassheapproachedOdirile,hegotthe

umbrellafrom herandhelditforhertogetherwith



herhandbag...

Odirile:Ineedtoaskyousomething...

Fefe:What?

Odirile:I'm currentlyrunningthisalone,ijustgotmy

firstgig.I'm goingtobeverybusybutineed

someonerunningthingsbehindthedesk...Right

nowihavetodointerviews,answerphonecallsand

typeemployeecontracts.I'm notgoodwith

paperwork...Canyoubemypartner?Get40%share...

IdoubtI'llbeabletodothisalone...Idon'thavean

officespace.ThegigyaSaturdaywillgiveusagood

startthough.Canyouquityourjobandpartnerwith

me?I'm notsayingworkformebutworkwithme...I

needyourskills,weneedeachother,whatdoyou

say?

Hisphonerangthenhelookedather.Quitting

soundedsoscaryespeciallyasasinglemother...



Odirile:Babatatiroyabathobabaletsangba,we

haveagigthisSaturday...Thereisshowatthe

stadium andtheguyswhohiredmedon'tevenknow

iwasthatnew.Everythingismess,canyouhelpme

putthingsinorder?

*

*

Liketheinsertandleaveacomment.

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#12

Atthemall...

Shelookedinhiseyesasheheldtheumbrellafor

her...

Fefe:IwanttoquitbutI'm tooscaredbecauseI'm a

singleparent,Ifthingsdon'tgowellIwon'tknow

whattodowithmydaughter...Ittookmealongtime

tofindthisjobandnowshecanwearniceclothes.

I'm evenconsideringtobringhertoMaunsoshecan

startpreschool.

Odirile:Iknowey,theriskisnotbadwhenyoudon't

haveachildbutwithababyethata.

Fefe:Howaboutidoitpart-time?

Odirile:Theproblem isthattomorrowand

throughoutthiswholeweekI'llneedmorehelpthan



anyotherdaytodoeverything.I'llbebuyinguniform

fortheguys,findinganofficespacesoican

interviewthem.Typetheiremploymentletters,etc...

Kanalelogohelayammalogoidon'thaveitbuti

havetosignacontractyagigyaSaturday.Thereis

somuchtobedoneIthinkishouldhireatemporary

managerthenyou'lljoinmewhenyou'reready.You

can'tdoparttime

Fefe:Ok..

Heheldherhandandlookedatthetrafficbefore

theycrossedtheroadandapproachedababyshop.

Theywalkedintheshopthenshegotthebasketas

theywalkedtowardsthetoddlersection.Quitting

seemedquiteriskybutitfeltsoright...Shehas

alwaysbeenoftheviewthatifyoudon'ttakearisk

you'llalwayswonderwhatif...besides,ifsheloses

hershe'dtakethebabybacktoherparentsand

hustleanotherjobjobagainright...



Shelookedatafewcolourfultopsanddropped

them inthebasket,Odirilepickedapairofflip-flops

forNayaandputthem inthebasket...

Odirile:Thisismygifttoher,tellherwhenunclegets

richhe'llbuyherabicycle.

Shelaughedastheywalkedrowtorow,hiseyes

droppedbehindher...Shehadquietanassandhe

couldonlyimaginespankingthisasswhiledoinga

doggy.Thisisthetypeyouoiltoenjoyeven

more...thewayherthighsandbuttwerethickand

trappedinsidethisjeanshecouldonlyimaginehis

dicksqueezingthroughherflesh....shemustbetight

asfuck!

Fefe:Autwa?

Shesnappedherfingersandsmiledlookingathim...



Odirile:Uh?

Fefe:Am iboringyou?

Odirile:Boringme?Areyoukiddingme?

Fefe:IwassayingI'llquitmyjob,butthenyou'renot

sayinganything...Unlessyou'vechangedyourmind

aboutpartnering.

Odirile:(smiled)Really?Oserious?

Fefe:Yeah...TomorrowI'llaskforaleaveofabsence

thenwecangetstarted.Ifyougivemeacomputer

I'lltakecareofallthepaperwork.

Hesmiledlookingather,ofcoursehewantedtohug

herandfeelherbreastsonhischestbutthen

knowingFefeshe'dprobablybeoffended...

Odirile:Great...

Theywalkedtothetillandpaidbeforewalkingoutof

theshop...



Odirile:Whenareyougoingtocollecther?

Fefe:Tonight,you'llcomeoverwhenIgetbackand

givemethelaptopsoicanstartworking.Thegood

thingaboutthisisthatI'llbeworkingfrom homefor

awhilesoI'llspendtimewithmydaughter.

Odirile:Alrightsure.

Fefe:Don'ttellmybrotheriquitmyjobjustyet,he

mightgotalktomybossortellourparents.Heis

notarisktaker.

Odirile:Iknow..

Ataxistoppedandtheygotin...

NearThamiso'sfather's....

Minuteslaterthetaxistoppedonthesideofthe

road,theysteppedoutandpaidthentheycrossed

theroadasheopenedtheumbrellaforher...



Fourcarspassedbyfullofmarriedwomenintheir

whitetraditionalshawls,theyparkedoutsidethe

screenwall...

Odirile:Bagorosamosadi?

Fefe:Yeah...

Thegroupofladiesformedalinewhileothers

carriedthenewlyweddedwife'sblankets...

Fefe:ThisiswhereThami'sparentsstay

Odirile:Ohok,whoisgettingmarried?

Fefe:HeismarryinghisgirlfriendCoco.

Odirile:Areyouok?

Fefe:(smiled)I'm fineketaareng,ithurtwhenisaw

theirmagadipicturesbutI'vehadtimetogetoverit

gapehelongdumpedme.Wedon'teventalk



Odirile:Butcaniaskyousomething...Areyousure

heisthefather?

Fefe:I'veneverhadsexwithanyonebuthim,I've

neverevenkissedanyoneexcepthim...That'show

slowiwas...

Odirile:MaybeyougotdrunkandBubu...Youknow..

Fefe:(laughed)Bubudoesn'tevenhaveadick...His

dicklookslikemythumbanditsstuckbetweenhis

ballsthatlooklikepussylips...Hehassomekindof

condition..Hestartedasagirlanditwastryingtobe

adickthenitstoppedsowhenyoulookathim you

won'tknowifheisawomanwithabigclitoraman

withatinybitofdic..That'swhyhesitsdownwhen

hepees...Legolegagirlyamehela.Iknowpeople

thinkitshim...

Odirile:Waitwhat?...I'm tryingtopicturewhatyou're

talkingaboutbut-

Fefe:(laughed)Don'tpictureit,butdon'ttellanyonei

toldyouthat...It'saprivatething...Iwishicould

proveheisn'tthefatherbutican't..Ithinkthelab

madeamistake



Odirile:Whatiftheydidn't?Nayaisverylightin

completion...Gapeshedoesn'tlooklikeyouorhim.

Fefe:Kanammeikeepsayingthatbutpeoplejust

laughthinkingI'm makingexcuses...Andsomething

happenedatthehospital...Theytookthebabyfora

washandshecamedifferent...Ican'texplainitbut

thehairseemeddifferent...Idon'tknowifitwas

bloodorwethairbutidon'tknow..

Odirile:Whatiftheyswappedthechildren?

Fefe:Waitsegoreyou'rethefirstpersontoactually

thinklikeme...IthoughtI'm crazy.Sometimesidon't

trustmyjudgementbecauseiseethingsthatmost

peopledon'tseesoi..

Odirile:Seethingsthatmostpeopledon'tsee?

Fefe:(laughed)Nevermindthatbutdoyoureally

thinkit'spossible?Kanaibeenwonderingbuttheni

endupfeelingguiltyforeventhinkingaboutthat.

Odirile:DiraDNAtesthelajusttobesure,ijustfindit

abitoddthatNayaissolightincompletion,imean

you'renotdark...You'rejustinbetweenbuta

yellowbonelikethatwithThamiso?Doesn'tmake



sense.

Fefe:WherecanidoaDNAtest?UhgapeI'm broke.

Ican'taffordit.

Odirile:WhenwegetthemoneyfortheSaturdaygig

wewilldoit.I'lltalktosomeonemaybetheywilltell

uswherewecandoit.

Fefe:Thanks...

Theystoppedatthegateandlookedatoneanother...

Odirile:Kegoboledisitse,ibilegasegoboledisake

gotisamotho

Theylaughedashehandedhertheumbrella..

Odirile:Seeyoulater

Fefe:Sure...



Sheturnedandwalkedinthehouse....

Odirilewalkedbacktotheroadandwaitedforthe

taxi.HetookouthisphoneanddialedoneofSunday

footballteam members...

Him:Hello?

Odirile:Aita,gatweyou'realabtechnicianakere?

WherecanwedoaDNAtest?

Him:Raedirakospaneng,it'sforwho?

Odirile:Afriendofmine,howmuch?

Him:it's3.5K,weneedbirthcertificateleIDbutif

youdon'tmindicanpersonallydoitforyouthenyou

giveme1K,keja500clipatheotherisfortheother

labtechIworkwith.(laughed)Mothoojakoa

berakangtengkana,iwanttoservicemycar.

Odirile:(laughed)1KsoundsgoodbutI'llgetthe

moneyonSaturday.

Him:It'sok,you'reourcaptainwecanarrange



collectionofsamplesthenitestthem wenayoupay

meonSaturday.

Odirile:Themonnathankyou.

Him:Surebro.

Odirile:Shap

Hehungandsmiledthoughtfullythenhedialedhis

cousin.Hopefullyhewouldn'tbeusinghiscar....

AtThamiso'sfather's...

MeanwhileThamisowalkedovertoCoconutasshe

satnexttohismother,heleanedoverremovingher

clothveilandkissedher,hisfamilyululatedashe

andCocosmiled...

Hesatnexttoherholdingherhandasthetraditional

partended...



Hisauntsteppedoutofthehouseandleanedover...

Her:Daughterinlawyoucangoandrest,takeabath

andlaydown...Weknowitwasalongday.Thami

you'llbathafter..

Thamiso:Eemma...

ShetookCocoinsideasThamisighed,hismind

driftedoffashisfacegotlonger...Hiseyeslocked

withhisfather'sthenhesnappedoutofitand

sighedtryingtosmile.

HetookouthisphoneandcameacrossOdirile's

postabouthislittlesisterthenhetookascreenshot

andsentittohisfather.

Theoldman'sheartskippedashereadthepostand



lookedbackatThamiso.

AtOfentse'sHouse...

LateronFefefixedherhairlookingatherselfonthe

mirrorthenshepickedherdaughtersshoppingbag

andsteppedoutofthehouse....shepausedlooking

atOdirileashesatonthebonnetofacarholdinga

littledoll..

Shesmiledconfused,heslippeddownandwalked

over...

Odirile:Hey...

Shesmiledblushingasheapproached...

Odirile:Thoughtyoumightneedaride...



Shesmiledandlaughedashestoppedinfrontofher

andsmiled...

Odirile:Let'sgo...

Shelockedthedoorwhilehewaitedthentheygotin

thecaranddroveoff...

Minuteslaterhestoppedatthetrafficlightsand

lookedather..

Odirile:Italkedtoafriend,heagreedtohelpus.He

justsneedsyoursampleswenaleNaya.Ittakes3

daystogettheresults..

Fefeturnedandlookedathim ashermouthdropped

thensheleanedoverandkissedhim onthecheek.



Hesmiledtouchingthekissandjokinglyputitonhis

lipsastheylaughed...

Odirile:(laughed)Nkarenkabeelendileonmylips..

Shelaughedandturnedhisheadthenshebaby

kissedhim,heletgoofthesteeringwheeland

reachedforhercheekasheleanedoverkissingher

softly.Heputherhandoverhiszipperthenhe

kissedherasshemassagedhishard-on...Thelights

turnedgreenastheykissedandthecarshonked,he

turnedbacktothecarandproceededwithhisother

handoverherthigh...

Assoonasheapproachedthebridgehespotted

Banswalkingbytheroad,Baneedistoppedhim then

hepulledoverandmovedhishandoffhislittlesister.

Fefegotoutfrom thefrontseatandsatintheback



asBansgotin.

Baneedi:(toher)Youdidn'thavetogetout..(tohim)

OyakaeOd?

Odirile:Goingtothecarwash,Taskedmetotake

hiscartothecarwashbutFefesaysshecanfuelup

togocollectherdaughterso....

Bans:Ohgood.AtleastI'llseetheelders...

Odirile:Yeah..

Baneediturnedthemusicon,whataonehellofatrip

itcouldhavebeenhaditnotforthebigbrother...OD

secretlyslippedhishandbehindhiscarseatand

heldFefe'ssoftfoot.Shesmiledsittinginnocentlyas

herbrotherandhisfriendchatted...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Bonuscomingup.

*
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Atthevillage...

Odirileparkedthecarandtheyallgotout,heclosed

thedoorlookingatFefeassherantowardsher

daughterandpickedherup.Wouldheevenlasta

minutebetweenherlegsifhegottheopportunity...

Baneedilookedathim ashestaredatFefethenhe

quicklygotridofthatadmirationandclearedhis

throatinnocentlylookingaroundastheoldman

arrivedwiththecattle...

Baneedi:Yourfather'scattlehasincreased,they

weren'tthismanythelasttimewecamehere.

Baneedi:Yeah,butthey'reexpensivetomaintain.I

don'tthinkI'm goingtohaveafarm whenI'm grown



becauseit'sexpensive...GorianaananextweekendI

shouldbeherehelpingthem getthem vaccinated.

Odirile:Callmeifyouneedhelp,ifI'm freewewill

comehelptheoldman.

Baneedi:Alright...

Oneofthecattleranofffrom therestastheoldman

threwtheknobkerry,BaneediandOdirileturned

towardsthegateheadingtothekraaltoassistthen

OdirileturnedthrowingthecarkeysatFefe...

Odirile:Holdthis..

Theguysranafterthecattleasshepickedthekeys

andwalkedtowardshermotherwhowasmaking

fire.ShesatonthechairandputNayaonherlap

lookingatherbrowneyesthensherubbedher

brownhair...



Fefe:(smiled)Nayabathong...Herhairisgetting

browner

Her:Ican'twaittoseeyoursecondborn,wehave

neverhadbrowneyesinourfamily...Ormaybeits

Thamiso'sfamily

Fefe:(laughed)Thewayhavingachildtraumatised

me!?No...

Naya:Mama?(movingherfingers)1,2,3,5!

Fefe:Yes!Ican'twaitforhertogotoapreschool...

Fefelookedathermotherasshesatbythefirewith

awoodenspoonandphaleche.ShekissedNayaon

thecheekthensheputherdownandtookoffher

earrings...

Fefe:Letmehelpyoucook,oikhutse2minutes

HermothersatdownandsighedasNayawalked

awayholdingthecarkeys,shedrooledonthecar



keyswalkedfrom housetohouse...

AtThamiso'sfather's...

MeanwhileThamisowalkedinhisassignedroom

withhiswife,hesatontheedgeofthebedwhileshe

stoodbythebedchangingherpad...

Thamiso:You'reonyourperiod?

Coco:Yeah,todaywasintense...Igetonmyperiod

whenI'm overwhelmed.I'm sorry...Iknowthisis

supposedtobeaspecialnightforus.

Thamiso:It'sok,iunderstand..

Shewalkedoutthenhedroppedonthebedwithhis

back,hetookouthisphoneandtypedhisfathera

message...



Thami:Papa?Papa?Papa?Howmanytimesdidi

callyou?

Him:Iknowson,I'lldealwithit.

Thami:Don'tsayididn'twarnyou.Thisisjust

carelessnessgapeiknowthatlittlegirl,nowiknow

whereIsawher.HerbrotherisafriendtoBaneedi.

Mthakawatengkelesecurity.

Him:Ididn'tknowsheisclosertohome.Shedidn't

sayanythingeither,ijustwantedtocompletethis

partofyourceremony.You'renowdonesoicango

seewhat'shappeningoverthere.

Thami:It'sapolicecase,pleasebecareful.Idon't

Him:Don'tworry.

Cocowalkedbackintheroom andsatonhislap

thensheleanedoverkissinghim...

Coco:Ican'twaittosaymyhusbandthismy

husbandthat



Hesmiledandheldherwaistastheykissed...

Coco:DiditellyouI'vestoppedusingcontraceptives?

Iwanttogiveyouasonandputasmileonyourface.

Hesmiledassheleanedoverkissingher....

Atthekraal...

Bans'sfathersteppedoutofthekraalwithabucket

ofmilk...

Him:Letswale{don'tforgetclose}

Bans:Eerra...{ok}

OdirilestoodbybrushingabullasBansletoutthe

calvesfrom theirseparatekraalintotheirmother's



thentheywalkedacrosscowdungheadingtothe

mainentrancewheretheyclosedthegate...

BanslookedatOdirileashewalkedbesideshim...

Bans:ODwee?{ODlistenman..}

Odirile'sheartskippedasheturnedlookingathim,

hewasn'tsurewhatitwasaboutbutafterthatkiss

inthecareveryonecouldprobablyreadhismind...

Odirile:Yeah?

Bans:Obatagorobalannakekanajangnemonna?

{Areyoutryingtofuckmylittlesister?}

Odirilesighedlookingdownasheputhishandsin

thepockets..



Odirile:No,youmakeitsoundreallybadbutyou

knowme..

Bans:No,idon'tknowyou...Whydoyoukeep

lookingatherlikethat?Youhavealittlesister,do

youseemeundressingherlikethat?

Bansstoppedwalkingandturnedhim around

lookingathim...

Bans:Shouldn'tyoutrustmearoundAsawhyisit

thatigetthefeelingican'ttrustyouaroundmine?

Odirile:Caniaskyousomething?Hypothetically,

whatwouldyousayifisaidiloveher?

Bansfrownedangrilylookingathim thenOdirile

scoffednervously...

Odirile:(laughed)I'm kidding,comeon...Whywouldi

dothat..



Bans:Iknowyouandeverythingyouwanttodotoa

woman,I'dneverforgiveyouifyoudothattomy

sister.I'm seriousaboutthis...I'm notsupposedto

undressAsaandyou'renotsupposedtodothe

sameonmysister.Ifyou'rehavingthoughtsabout

herandyouactuallygoaheadandtouchherI'llhurt

you.Friendshipisloyalty,howdoyouexpectmeto

beyourfriendknowingyou'redoingallkindsofsick

thingsyouusedtodotoyourex?

Odirile:Isaidhypotheticallybecauseiwasjusttrying

togetareactionfrom you.Idon'tlookatFefelike

thatatall.Haelegorentsekesamolebesenteketa

ikgalemela,Fefekennakegakeatshwanelegomo

dirajalo.{Ifihavebeenlookingatherinacertain

wayIapologise,sheismylittlesister.Ishouldn'tdo

thattoher}

BanssighedandkeptgoingthenOdirilejoinedhim

astheywalkedtogether...

Odirile:Bans?Kopaointshwarelelaiteakaiwasn't



awareiwasundressingher...

Hekeptwalkingquietly,OdirilegrabbedhisTshirt

thenhestoppedandturnedlookingatOdirile...

Odirile:Iwon'tdothatagain

Banstookadeepbreathandsighed...

Bans:Ok,butcanyouatleasttellthetruth...Areyou

crushingonherkanait'sjustinmyhead?Thetruth

please..

Odirile:Idon'tthinkihaveacrushonher,inever

thoughtofherlikethat..Nowthatyoumentioned

sleepingwithherI'm wondering...Butiwouldn'tdo

that.Sheisjustakidtomehonestly...Sheisjustlike

Asa.

Bans:Ok...It'sfinethen,caseclosed.Obelieveyou..



Theguyswalkedthroughthegateandapproached

thefireplacewhereFefewasservingeveryonewith

food..

Fefe:Haveaseat,illgiveyouthefood.

Odirile:Borrowmethecarkeyskechekemyphone..

Fefeturnedaroundcheckingherpocketsthenshe

lookedaroundclueless..

Fefe:Mmeweee!

Shetappedherpocketsandlookedaroundthenshe

steppedovertohermotherwhowasholdingthe

Nayaasshesnoredonhergrandmother'sarms...

Odirile:Wherearethey?

Grandfather:Didyoulosethem?



Fefe:IthinktheyfellifNayadidn'ttakethem

Grandmother:IfNayahadthem wemightaswell

forgetthem

Bans:Atsosiweabuekodikeydilengteng,I'm

goingtoworkinthemorningandtherearenobuses

atthistime

Nayasnoredpeacefullyashergrannyturnedher

around,shechewedGodknowswhatstillinher

sleepandwentbacktosleep...

Odirile:(laughed)Rebakileautwa...Nayawhereare

thekeys?

Theyallwalkedaroundtheyardwithtorcheslooking

forkeysgoinghousetohouseuntiltheyranoutof

placestolook.

Fefe'sfatherbegundozingoffwhilesittingonthe



chairthenhiswifestoodup...

Granny:I'm goingtofixthebedformyman...Fefeif

youdon'tfindkeyscomegetextrablankets.Youcan

usethathutandtheboyscanusethatone...

Fefe:Eemma...

TheelderswalkedinthehousethenOdirilesighed

withalittlesmileandsatdown,thiswasn'tsucha

badidea...It'sagoodthinghehadsaidhe'dreturn

thecarinthemorning.Nowhejusthadtofindaway

tostealakissbeforegoingtobed...

Banssatdownandsighedworriedly...

Bans:I'm goingtoworkinthemorning...Eish!

Odirile:Thedisadvantagesofbeinganemployee...

LookatmerelaxingwaitingforNayatowakeupin

themorningandgiveusthecarkeys



Banspausedandlookedathim angrily,Odirile

laughedthenhejumpedoverchasinghim ashe

laughed...

Odirile:(laughed)Dudeit'sajoke....Butlet'sbe

honest,shecan'twakeupnow...Butinthemorning

whensheisupandwesimplysaygivemethekeys

hersharpmemorywilltakehertothecarkeysthen

boom wegobacktoMaun.Untilthenweenjoythe

place...

HewalkedbacktothefireplacewhereFefewas

pouringhotwaterintoabathingbucket...

Fefe:I'm goingtobath..

Odirile:Kekopametsiathapanglenna,kenkga

motshetelo.{mayialsohavebathingwater?Ismell

dustycowdung}

Fefe:Ok,I'lldoitafterbathing.



Shewalkedbehindherhutandbathedwhilethe

guyssatonthefire.Odirilestoodupandtouchedhis

zipper...

Odirile:(goingtoFefe'sside)I'm goingtotakealeak

Bans:(pointedtotheoppositedirection)Thisside..

Odirileshookhisheadandfollowedhisdirection

wherehetookaleakandwenttositdown.

Lateronshemadethem waterthentheystood

behindthehousebathing...

Odirile:(laughed)Whyareyoubathingwithme?Are

youguardingme?

Bans:Weusedtobathtogetherbackinboarding

school.



Odirile:(laughed)Waii...

Fefefixedherbedandwalkedintotheotherhut

wheretheguyswouldsleep,shefixedtheirbed

neatlyandalmostbumpedintoOdirileasthey

walkedin..

Fefe:Goodnight

Odirile:Goodnight

Bans:Shap.Lockthedoor

Shewalkedinherhutandlaidanddown,shesmiled

thinkingaboutthatkiss...Hiskisswassoftand

gentle...Andthatdick...Owman.

Intheguyshut...

MeanwhileOdirilelaidthereslightlysnoringasBans



turnedaroundtryingtostrikeaconversation.

Bans:Waotselanaarebarikewena?{areyou

sleeping?}

Odirile'speacefulsleepbreathingkeptgoingfora

whileuntilBansbegundozingoff.Odirilepaused

andlistened,Banshadfallenasleep...Hegentlygot

upasthespringsofthebedmadenoise...he

eventuallygotoffthebedandmadeittothedoor

whereheheldhisbreathandunlockedthedoorthen

heclosedthedoor.

HesighedanddashedovertoFefe'shutwherehe

knockedsoftly...

InsideFefesmiledsuspiciouslyandgotoffthebed

inherpanties,shetuckedherbabyinandopened

thedoor.Odirilereachedforherneckandleaned

overkissingher...



Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhehugged

herasthemoonshinedonthem.Hekissedher

softlyandliftedherupthenhewalkedtowherethe

carwasparking,heplacedheroverthebootand

kissedherstandingbetweenherlegs...

Heleanedbackandpushedherbackagainstthecar

asshelaidonherback,hegentlypulledouther

pantiesandleanedbetweenherlegseatingher..

Fefe:Mmmh....

Shemoanedfacingtheskythenhekissedheragain

thistimepullingouthispipeandmassagedit,he

babykissedherand#Removed...

*

*

*
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Atthevillage...

Hereachedforherhairandgrabbedahandful

pullingheroverasherbackbentbackwardssticking

herbuttout,hepoundedherastheirbodiesclapped

thenashadowappearedinfrontasherfather

pointedathim withashotgun...

Hisheartskippedthenhepulledandpickedhis

pants.FefepickedherpantiesandhidbehindOdirile

asherfatherdroppedthegunandturnedaway...

Him:Ithoughtit'sahyena...

OdirileshamefullyzippedhispantswhileFefehid

behindhim withherhandsovereachofherbreasts



buttheoldmandidn'twaitfortheirresponses.He

turnedaroundandwalkedawaysnappinghisfinger

forBobbytofollowhim...

Odirilesighedworriedlyandrubbedhisbeardthen

heturnedaroundhuggingher..

Odirile:AreyouOK?

Fefe:Yeah...Howam igoingtolookatmyfatherin

themorning..

Odirile:I'm justgladhedidn'tshootmefordoingthat

tohisdaughterinhisyard...IhopeBansdoesn'tfind

outatleastnotsoearly.

Fefe:Ihavetogo..

Odirile:Canihaveahug?

Shehuggedhim brieflyandranbacktoherhutin

panties...



Odirileheldhisbreathashetiptoedbackinthe

houseandgentlygotonthebed,hepulledthesheet

overandsighedrelaxing...

ListeningtoBanssleepingpeacefullybroughtall

theirchildhoodmemoriestogether,thetrustandthe

protectiontheygaveoneanother.Banswordsabout

protectingoneanother'ssistersrippledthroughand

hesighedguiltstriken...Ifitwassowrongwhydidit

feelsogood...

AtFefe'sfathers...

MeanwhileFefe'smotherlookedatherhusbandas

hegotbackinbedandlaiddown..

Her:Whatwasit?

Hesighedwithalongfacetryingnottopicture



Odiriledoingthattohisdaughter...

Him:ItwasOdirileandFefe

Her:What?!

Him:Ididn'texpecthim todothat,heiswayolder

thanher..

Her:Whatexactlyweretheydoing?

Him:Hewas...Itwasn'tclear,ithinkhewaschoking

herandhavingsexwithher...Ididn'twanttolook

Her:DoyouthinkheisNaya'sfather?Heisalittle

lightincomplexionafterall.

Him:Idon'tknow,ijustwishI'dneverseenanyone

doingthattomydaughter.I'm traumatised...

Hetookadeepbreathandsighed....

***



ThenextdayearlyinthemorningOdirilegentlygot

upwithoutwakingBansthenhewalkedaroundthe

yardlookingforthekeys.

Theoldmansteppedoutofthehouseandwalked

overtohim...

Odirile'sheartpoundedasheturnedlookingat

RragweFefenotsurehowtostarttheconversation...

Odirile:Goodmorning,I'm justlookingaroundforthe

keys.

Him:Isee,I'm headingtothekraal

Odirile:(joinedhim)I'llgohelpyou...

Odirilefollowedtheoldmannotsurehowtostart,

butlikehisfatheroncesaid...Thingsonlyget

awkwardifyoudon'ttalkaboutthem.



Odirile:Aboutlastnight...Iapologiseformy

carelessness...Itmusthavebeentraumatisingand

annoying...Itwasn'tmeantforyoureyes.Iam sorry...

Therewassilenceastheywalkedoutthegate..

Odirile:ButiloveFefeandI'vetriedtofightmy

feelingsforthesakeofmyfriendshipwithBans.He

doesn'tknowaboutthisyetandI'dlikeittoremain

likethatuntilFefeandihavesolvedeverythinghe

mightworryabout.

Him:Ifhedoesn'ttrustyouwithhissisterthen

somethingisnotrightwithyou

Odirile:HeknowsI'm notbad...Hejusthasa

problem withmesleepingwithhissisterwhichi

totallyunderstandbecauseiam someone'sbig

brothermyself.Pleasedon'ttellhim becausehe

mightruinourthings...Fefeandihaveplans

together..WeneedtimebeforedealingwithBans

temper.Nnekekopakamaitseo



Him:Heisgoingtokillyou..

Odirile:Eerra,iknowthat...

Theywalkedintothekraal....

MeanwhileBansjumpedoffthebedandchecked

thetimethenhehurriedoutwhileFefeandher

motherwerelookingforthecarkeys...

Fefe:(pickedthem)They'rehere...ThankGod!

Bansgotthekeysandstartedthecarthenhe

honkedforOdirile...

Bans:I'm lateatwork!WhereisOD?

MinuteslaterOdirilewalkedoverwhileBanssatin

thecar..



Bans:Fefelet'sgo,I'm late!

Fefegotthebaby'sthingsandloadedthem asOD

helpedherpackthem.Theygotinthecarandwaved

ateveryonebeforedrivingoff....

Atthetestingcentre..

LaterthatmorningFefe'sheartpoundedassheheld

thebabystill,thetheydrewbloodfrom Naya'sarm

thenOdirilepickedherupandstoodbyshushingher

whilethelabtechdrewFefe'sbloodsampleand

labeledit.

Labtech:Alright...I'llseeyouinthreedays.Good

luck!..

THREEDAYSLATER....
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Atthemall....

Fefeboughttwotakeawaysoftswiiandfatcakes

thensheboughtanicepopforNaya..

Naya:(lookingup)Mama!

Sheopenedatinyholeatthecorneroftheiceand

handedherthenNayadrunkwalkingbesidesheras

theyheadedtotheoffice...

Infrontoftheofficewasalongqueueofyoungmen

andwomenanxiouslywaitingfortheirturntobe

interviewed...



Fefe:(smiled)Dumelang...

All:Dumelang..

ShesteppedinandwaitedforNayaasshefollowed

herinside.

Fefewalkedpastthesmallreceptionareawhere

Odirilewasconductingtheinterviews,Nayastoodby

lookingatOdirileashespoketoanotherjobseeker.

Hepickedherupandputheronhischairthenhe

pickedtheemploymentcontract..

Odirile:Ok,thisisthecontract...Kindlyfillitupand

submitit.

Him:Thankyou..

Odirile:Letthenextpersonin



Hewalkedoutthenawomanwalkedinasthephone

rang.Odirileturnedaroundandpickedthephone

lookingatNayaturnedhericeupsidedowntryingto

drinkspillingitonherchest.

Odirile:(turnedtheicearoundandwiped)Hello?...

Goodmorning,howareyou?...Yesthisishe,I'll

checkmyemailsandsendyouthequotation.Thank

you

Hehungupandsmiledatthelady...

Odirile:Sorryaboutthat..

Her:Noproblem.

Odirile:Ok,(lookedatherapplication)sowhyshould

iconsideryouforthispost?Youunderstandthat

beingasecurityguardcanbedemandingright?

Her:Eerrabutihavechildrentofeed,iam goodat

everythingIdo..iam afastlearnerandiwasa

securityguardbeforethoughwhereIworkedwomen



wereplacedindoorsandduringthedaybutI'm a

goodsecurityguardandihelppeoplewithlove.

Odirilelookedatherreferencesonemoretimeand

pulledoutthecontract.

Odirile:Alright,hereisthecontract.Readitandsign

ifyouwant.Letthenextpersonin

Shesmiledandwalkedout,hourspassedwhilehe

conductedtheinterviewsuntilhewasdonethenhe

pickedNayaandwalkedintheofficewhereFefe

wasworkingonthebusinessdocuments...

Odirile:I'm donewiththeinterviews,howfar?

Fefe:I'm alsodone,let'sgobuytheuniforms..

TheylockedtheofficeandwalkedoutwhileOdirile

carriedthebabyandtheumbrella...



Atthelab....

Meanwhilethelabtechnicianwalkedinandopened

theglassstorage,helookedatallthesamplesand

turnedbacktohiscolleague...

Him:Whereisthatsample?

Colleague:Whichoneyangwananyanalemmagwe?

Him:Yes

Colleague:Itwastherelastnightwheniwas

analysingothers...MaybeTaliatookitoutbecauseit

wasn'tonthelistandprobablythoughtitwas

misplaced..

Him:I'm supposedtogivethem resultstoday

Colleague:Justthem they'remotheranddaughter,i

meanlet'sberealistic...Womenalwaysmakemen

takecareofothermen'schildrenbutit'simpossible

foramothernottobeamother.Sheprobablyhas



postpartum depression...

Him:Aeno,iwanttobesure...Odisourcaptainand

hetrustsme.

Hewalkedaroundlookingforthesamples...

Him:Theothersamplesiwasdoingaremissingtoo,

kantewhyareyouguyssocareless.Patientshateit

whentheirsamplesarelost...Ican'tevenbringbo

ODbackforrecollectionbecausenowthebossis

back.

Colleague:Justtellthem they'remotherand

daughter

Him:No,I'llfindthem..

Heopenedalloversearching....

Attheoffice...



LateronAsalepelewalkedthroughthereception

areainherschooluniform asThamiso'smother

walkedin...

Asa:Goodmorning

Her:Goodmorningnana

Asa:I'm lookingforNiah,MrT'sPA

Her:Sheisthatside...Didn'tiseeapostlookingfor

you?Youlookveryfamiliar.

Asa:That'swhyI'm lookingforNiah,it'safamily

matter.Iwasgoingthroughalotathome.

Her:Oknana,thisside

Thamiso'smotherwalkedawayasthereception

girlslookedatoneanotherandsmiledshakingtheir

heads.



AsaapproachedtheofficeasthePAtalkedtothe

phone..ShesignaledhertowalkinthenAsaopened

thedoorandwalkedinwhileThamiso'sfatherwas

typing.

Sheclosedthedoorandsmiled,theoldmansmiled

androlledawayfrom thetableasAsasatonhislap.

Hestoodupandlockedtheofficethenhegrabbed

herbythehairandkissedher,hepickedhertiny

bodyandplaceditonthetablethenhekissedheras

shetouchedhisgrayhairandranherhandsoverhis

sixpack...Ifhedidn'thavegrayhairyou'dnever

knowtheagedifference...

Hesquattedinfrontofherandpulleddownher

pants,theydroppedtoheranklesoverherschool

socksandshoesthenheleanedoversuckingher...

Hespreadherlipsandgentlysuckedherpointybean

beforestandingupandkissingher..



Helookedathiswristwatchandravishedherinless

than10minutesleavingherhelplessonthecouch.

Hetuckedinhisshirtandsighedlookingather...

RragweThamiso:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Asa:I'm pregnant..

RragweThamiso:Youhavetogetridofit,I'm

marriedandyoushouldfinishschool.

Asa:I'm threemonths

RragweThamiso:Itdoesn'tmatter,mylastbornisa

grownmanwhoisn'tevenhappyaboutthis...Itold

youtobecarefulbutyoujusthadtomakehim

suspicious.Idon'twantachild...Getriditofit..

HetookouthiswalletandhandedherP1000...



RragweThamiso:Thatshouldbeenough.Ifyou

don'tgetridofititwillbeyourchildalone.Ifyou

mentionmynameiwillhauntyourwholefamily

startingwithyourbrotherjusttoproveapoint.

Asa:ButI'm afraidtodoit

RragweThamiso:Youknowwhat?Getoutofmy

office,itoldyoutobefaithfultoyourpreventionpills

becauseidon'twantachild...I'm notalittleboythat

getstrappedwithababy.Iam amarriedmanandi

lovemywife,havingsexwithyouhasnothingtodo

myloveforher.You'lldissappearfrom thefaceof

earthifyoutry...Seeallthese?Ibuiltitwithmywife

bymyside...Yourlittlepussyisn'tenoughtoget

yourhandsonitifthat'swhatyouthoughtwould

happen.

Heunlockedthedoorandopenedforher...

Him:Getout....



Shewalkedoutthenheclosedthedoor....

Attheairport....

LaterthatafternoonThamisoandCocowalkedout

oftheairportandheadedtotheparkinglotwhere

Thamisounlockedthecarandgotin...

Cocoloadedtheheavyluggageinthebootandgot

inthepassengerseat...

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

Coco:AreyouOK?

Thamiso:Yeah...Iwasreadingastoryaboutkids

whowereswappedatthehospital...I'm just

wonderinghowmanykidsmighthaveaccidentally

beenswappedandparentsdon'tevenknow...I

wasn'tthereforthebirthofFefe'schild,whatif



indeedthebabywasswappedandmydaughteris

outtherelivingtheworstlife?Iactuallywantedtobe

therebutsheistootraditionalandshedidn'twant

metoseeherdelivery..

Coco:(smiled)You'llbethereforourbabydon't

worry...

Shesmiledandheldhishand...

Coco:Andithinkifyourbabywasswappedshe'd

know...Stopstressingyourself...It'sveryclearyou

gotcheatedbutyoudon'twanttoacceptit.Passby

themall,iwanttobuyafewthings.Thiswasthe

shortesthoneymooninthehistoryofhoneymoons.

Thami:You'llgetaproperoneinDecember...

ThamiturnedintotheparkinglotandspottedOdirile

andFefewalkingacrosstheroadwhileOdirile

carriedthebabyandanumbrella,thisfinallymade

sense.Thisguywaslightincompletionandhehad



browneyestoo...Shelikedgoingtoherbrothers

houseprobablytomeethisfriend.Hesteppedon

acceleratorasthetyresscreeched...

Coco:Whatareyoudoing!?

MeanwhileOdirileturnedlookingatthecarand

pushedFefeoutofthewayasheturnedawayatthe

sametimeholdingNayatightly,thecarmirror

bumpedhim ashefelldownonhiselbowswithhis

handsshieldingNaya'sheadfrom hittingthe

pavement.HeputNayadownandstooduprubbing

hisscratchedbleedingelbowsasThamiwalked

over...

Odirile:Babetshwarangwanaoboelekomorago...

OdirileturnedbacklookingatThamiashe

approacheddialingBans...



Thami:Banssoyouwereinonit?Whatabrother...

Whydidn'tyoujusttellmeyourfriendwaasleeping

withhersoicanleaveheraloneinsteadofmaking

mesupportyourfriend'sbaby..

Hehungupthephoneandslippedhisphoneinthe

pocketlookingatOdirile...

Odirile:Ifyouputyourhandsonmewanyela,skare

gakeagobolelela,legonewhatmakesyoutry

runningmeoverwhenI'm holdingthebaby?

Fefe:Odirilelet'sgo...Please...Weareinthemiddle

ofthemall.Please...

Heunderstoodherbuthealsoknewturninghisback

onThamiwhenhewasclearlythispissedwasabad

idea.He'djustsignedinasecondclientforthe

companyandpeoplestoodbyholdingtheirphones

readytorecordandmakehim trend,wouldthatbe

goodforbusiness?Aboveall,hewasapoliceofficer



andfrom apowerfulfamily...Hisheartpoundedas

heslowlybackedawaybutthismadeitworse,

Thamigainedconfidenceandcamestraightfor

him...

*

*

Sponsorswillbepostedshortly,besuretolikefor

thenextbonus.

*

*
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Atthemall...

Odirilestoppedwalkingbackwardsandmethim

halfway...

Odirile:Whatdoyouwant?

Thami:Soitwasyou?

Odirile:Whodidwhat?

Thami:Isthisyourchild?

Odirile:Sheismychildnowbecauseherfather

deniedherandgotalltheevidenceinplacetoprove

it.Nowit'syourturntoanswerme,didyoujusttry

runningmeoverwhileI'm holdingachild?

Thamipausedlookingathim andturnedlookingat



Fefewhowasstandingbyholdingherbaby...

Odirile:(lookedaroundaspeoplestoppedtowatch)

Thisisnotover...

Heturnedaroundandgotthebabyfrom Fefethen

theywalkedintotheshopwhileCocowalkedover...

Coco:Whatareyoudoing?

Helookedatheronceandturnedwalkingbackto

thecarthenshepacedhim...

Coco:I'm talkingtoyou

Thami:It'snoneofyourbusiness

Coco:You'remyhusband,it'smybusiness

Thami:Don'tboremeplease...



Hegotinthecarandstartedasshegotinthenhe

droveoff...

Coco:Thamiifirememberwellyouapproachedme,

youwereafterme,notoncebutseveraltimes...I

triedtorefusebecauseiknewsomethinglikethis

mighthappen...Ididn'twanttobeareboundor

somethingusedtospiteacheater....Butyou

assuredmethat'snotthecase...Iwillnotbegyouto

loveme,andifyou'renottreatingmerightiwillfile

fordivorce.I'vebeenwatchingyoudragyourfeet

andforcesmilesduringourhoneymoon...What's

forcingyoutobewithme?Kegokopilegoreo

nnyalenerra?Haveieverevenaskedyouwhen

you'dmarryme?

Heslowlycalmeddownandthoughtaboutitasshe

continuedspeaking...

Coco:Ifeellikeyou'restillhurting,andiunderstand...

It'spainfultobefaithfultosomeonethentheymake



yousupportanotherman'schild.Younevergot

closurebecausetothisdayshewon'ttellyouwho

thefatheris.Iwon'tsufferbecauseofher..Iwas

goingtoletmyselffallpregnantbutidon'tthink

you'reready.You'renotsureifyouloveme.Ifyou

don'tchangeyourbehaviourI'lldivorce...Idon'teven

careaboutyourfamilystatusI'lljustleavewithwhat

icamewithinthemarriage.Thisbehaviourwill

makemehateFefewhensheisn'tevendoing

anythingourmarriage.Idon'twantdrama...

Hesighedregretfullyasheparkedthecar,she

steppedoutandopenedthebootthenshegrabbed

herbags.Heheldherhandandlookedinhereyes

sincerely..

Thami:Cani?

Sheletgotheshewalkedinthehouseandsatdown

takingoffhershoes.Thamiputthebagsdownthen

hewalkedoverandsatdownwithoutsayingaword...



Hetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingather..

Thami:I'm sorry...Iwasn'tawareI'm doingalotof

thingsthathurtyou...Whathappenedoutthere

caughtmeoffguardtoo...That'snotwhoIam.

SometimesidowanttohurtFefeforwhatshedid

butI'dneveractuallygothroughwithit..I'm sorry,it

won'thappenagain.Ketaalekagoitshwaraka

matseo...

Cocolookedathim sympatheticallythenshesmiled

andleanedoverkissinghim..

Coco:It'sokbigguy....

Hesmiledblushingandsatnexttoherthenhe

leanedoverkissingher.

Thami:(whisperedonherlips)Doiqualifytobe



givenababy?

Shelaughedandnoddedthenhesmiledandleaned

overkissingher....

AtFefe'sHouse...

Odirilestoodbythemirrorplacingaplasteroverhis

elbowwhileshesatonthebedwiththebaby

sleepingbehindher...

Fefe:Idon'tknowwhatdosay...

Odirile:Don'tstress,I'llhandlehim.IhopeNayais

OKthough

Fefe:Sheisfine...Ifeelunsafe,likehe'dattackme

alone

Odirile:Hewon't,I'llhandleitproperly.Iwon'tlet

anyonehurtyou,thatyoucanbesureof.Kele

securitylagago



Shesmiledblushingandlaughed...

Odirile:Ihavetogo...I'llseeyoulater

Heleanedoverkissingherthenshefrownedand

lookedbehindhim asifshewasseeingsomeone,he

turnedlookingbehindhim andfoundnothingthenhe

lookedatheragainandkissedher,awkwardasit

was.

Odirile:Ei...Areyouok?

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedathim..

Odirile:AreyouOK?

Fefe:Yeah



Hekissedherthenhisphonerang...

Odirile:It'sthelabguy...(picked)hello?

Him:Heyman,finallygottheresults..

Fefe'sheartskippedthenshelookedathim asthey

bothwaited...

Odirile:And?

Him:Sheisherdaughter,thereisa99.9%chance

thatsheisthemother.

Odirile:Alright,thanksman.

Him:Surecaptain.

Hehungupandsighedlookingather...

Odirile:Isitpossiblethatmaybeyouwereraped

withoutknowing?Likebeingdrugged



Fefe:Idon'tknownow,ijustdon'tknow...

SheturnedlookingatNayathenshelookedathim...

Odirile:Babedon'tbeoffendedbut...Areyoutaking

medicationforanything?

Fefe:No,anythinglikewhat?

Odirile:I'm justsaying,maybeweneedtoseea

psychiatristsespeciallybecauseyouadmittedto

talkingtoyourdeadtwin...Maybeitwouldexplain

howNayabecamefatherless..I'm reallyworried

aboutyourmentalhealthnow...youmustknow

something,someonefatheredher,ifitsnotThami

thenit'ssomeoneelse.Wejusthavetofigureout

whyyoudon'tknow.

Fefe:YouthinkI'm crazy?

Odirile:Whatwereyoulookingatbehindmeearlier?

Andsometimesyoutalkalone.

Fefe:Talkingaloneisnormal



Odirile:Notseeingdeadpeople...(kissedher)I'lltalk

toyoulater.Thinkaboutit...

Hekissedherandwalkedoutclosingthedoor.

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LateronOdirileapproachedthehouseashissister

satonthestoop.

Shestoodupandsincerelysighedasheunlocked

thedoor.

Odirile:Hello

Asa:Hi

Shefollowedhim insidenotsurehowtostarta

conversationafterdisappearingfor2weeks.



Asa:Ivisitedafriendandafteradayiwasafraidto

comehomethinkingyou'llbeatme.After2daysthe

feardoubledandwhenisawthepolicepostiwas

evenafraidbutI'm sorry.Iwanttostartactingmy

ageandfinishschool.

Odirilegothislapandheadedtothebedroom..

Odirile:Ok.

Heclosedthedoorandsatonthebedpressinghis

laptop...

AtFefe'sHouse....

LaterthatnightFefesatonthebedstaringatNaya

sleeping,nowitdidn'tmakesense...



Riristoodbesidesherandputherhandoverher

shoulderastheystaredatNaya.ShenoticedNaya's

pantyhadsomethingonherbuttthensheslowly

pulleddownherpantiesandataildroppeddown...

Shejumpedlettinggoofherwaistband....

*

*

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse....

LaterthatnightFefesatonthebedstaringatNaya

sleeping,nowitdidn'tmakesense...

Riristoodbesidesherandputherhandoverher

shoulderastheystaredatNaya.ShenoticedNaya's

pantyhadsomethingonherbuttthensheslowly

pulleddownherpantiesandataildroppeddown...

Shejumpedlettinggoofherwaistbandandstood

thereasherjointsgotweaker...

Riri:Sheisnotyourchild...Icanfeelit...youwerenot

pregnantwitharealchild.Shewassentdestroyyour

life..Youneedtoseeaprophetortraditionalhealer



likeyouwanted...

Fefeslowlysatontheplasticchairandputher

handsoverherearsthensheslippedherfingersinto

herears.

Riri:YouknowI'm tellingthetruth,youcan'tavoid

this...Lookather!Lookather!

FefeletgoofherearsandlookedatNayalyingon

thebedasleep,asmuchaseverythingsaidsheis

themothernowshecouldjustfeelit...Thiswasn't

herchild,butnoonewouldbelieveher....Tearsfilled

hereyesasshesniffled...Hadshebeencarryingthis

thingthewholetimeorwasthereanother

explanation?Wasshegoingcrazy?Ormaybeshe

wassufferingfrom postpartum depression?...

Sheslowlystoodupandwalkedovertothebed,her

handshookassheslowlyreachedforNaya's



pantiesandpulledthem...Toherrelieftherewas

nothingthere!

Shesighedinreliefandsatonthebedthoughtfully,

thenNayabegunsnoringwithadeepervoicewhich

turnedintogrowling..

Shestoodupandturnedlookingatherasshe

peacefullysleptonthebed...

Riri:What'shappening?Whyisshedoingthat?

Fefe:Idon'tknow...Aren'tyousupposedtoknow?

Riri:Forsomereasonthislittlegirlconfusesme...I

can'tseethroughher...Youneedaprophetor

traditionalhealer..Actquickly..

Fefeslowlypulledablanketfrom thebedandlaidon

thecouch,Ririsatattheendofthecouchandgently

caressedherlegs...



Riri:Youcansleep,I'lllookoutforyou...Closeyour

eyesandcountfrom 100downwards...

Shecounteduntilshedozedoff....

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileThamilaidnexttoCocoasshesnored

softly.Heturnedandlookedatherwhilesheslept...

Knowingshe'donedaybetrayhim andprobably

makehim raiseanotherman'schildhurt...

WhywouldFefecheatonhim,hewasdoing

everythinghecouldtobetherightman...andshe

neverevenfeltabitguilty

Hetookadeepbreathashisheartbeatdoubled,he

thoughtthisfeelingwasgonebutiguessseeingher



todaybroughtbackallthememories.Hegotupand

satontheedgeofthebedthenhesighedagain...

MeanwhileCocofeltheavierinhersleepasifThami

wasn'tsleeping,sheturnedherheadandlookedat

him from thebackashesatontheedgewithhis

handsoverhisface.

Shegotupandcrawledoverthenshekneltbehind

hisbackandplacedherhandsoverhisshoulders

massaginghim...

Coco:Areyouok?

Thami:(lookingdown)Yeah...Gobacktosleep

Coco:Notwhenyou'renotsleeping...Stillbothered

aboutthebabyandOdirilebeingthefather?

Thami:I'm justtryingtofigureoutwhyshe'dcheat

onmewithasecurityguard

Coco:Well,heiskindacuteandhehasanicestrong



body...Isawhisdickprintonhispants...Asmuchas

womenarethoughttobeemotionalbeingswecan

alsobevisualstoo...Whatweseecanattractus...If

aguyhasaheightandagoodbodystructure..Not

necessarilymusclesbutsomethinglikeOdirilethat

showshedoesalotofmanualworkeverynowand

then..Uh..Mostwomenwillsecretlycompliment

suchamanintheirhearts..Andifyoucanseehis

dickprint...Koorejustbeingabletoseegorethereis

somethinginsidethereisenoughforyoutothink

kanathisisit...Formostbrokewomenaman's

financialstatusaffectstheirinterestsbutsomewho

areabletohustleforthemselvesorbalepatientthey

justpickagoodguyregardlessgoreheisasecurity

officer...Andsomesecurityofficersareveryclean,

likeeneOdirile...You'dnevertellifdon'tseehim in

uniform.Evenhisuniform issuperclean.Gaa

tsamaeaphakogiledithako..

Thamiturnedhisheadandlookedather...



Thami:Andyougotallthatfrom seeinghim todayor

youbeenlookingathim theentiretime?

Coco:Heoncefilledinforanothersecurityguardat

workforaweek,thewholeofficewastalkingabout

thehotnewsecurityguy...Girlscalledhim nclapeko

offising

Thami:Whydidtheycallhim that?

Coco:Becausebarehisslapwouldbeheavierbut

definitelyaturnon,womentalkcrazywhenthey're

together...Thepointisithasnothingtodowithyou.

Ithasnothingtodowithmoney.

Thami:Dopeopletalkaboutmeattheoffice?Idon't

getit,.

Coco:You'retheboss'sson,theywouldn'tgodeeper

aboutyoubecauseanotheremployeemightsnitch

andcostthem jobs...ThepointIwastryingtomake

is,ithasnothingtodowithmoney...

Thami:Clearly,imeanyouknowsomuchaboutthis

guymorethanyouledmetobelieve..

Coco:Idon'tknowmuchabouthim,idoubthe



knowsmetoo....Hedidn'tevenknowwomentalked

abouthim attheoffice.Canyougetbackinbed?

Shegotoffthebedandsatonhislapfacinghim

thensheputherarmsoverhisshouldersandkissed

him...

Coco:Thami...It'sbeentwoyearssinceyoudumped

thisgirl,ifyou'restillstrugglingtogetoverheror

whatshedidyouhavetoletmeknow.2yearsis

morethanenoughtogetoveranex..

Thami:I'm overeverythingthathappened

Coco:Thenwhydoesitmakeyousicktothe

stomachthatOdirileissleepingwithOfentse?You're

havingsleeplessandI'm supposedtodowhat?

Sheangrilygotoffandwalkedinthebathroom then

hewalkedinandhuggedherfrom behindasshe

stoodbeforethemirror..



Thami:I'm sorry..iloveyou...(smiledandwhispered)

Maybeineedason..

Shesmiledblushingasheturnedheraroundand

kissedher....

AtODsecurityservices...

ThenextmorningOdirilewalkedinaroom fullofhis

newemployees,atotaloftwentysecurityguards...

Knowingheownedthisstillscaredhim abit...He

hadtotakeadeepbreathandburrythatfeardeep

within...

Odirile:(clappedhishandscasually)Alright!So...

Goodmorning,maykwelcomeyoutothisshort

workshop...Wehaveafewthatwillspecialisein

specialeventssecurity,hospitalsecurity,cashin

transit,hotelsecurity..Thelistgoesonandon...By

theendoftodayyou'llknowwhereyoubelongbased



onyourtrainingorworkexperience...Welcometo

ODSecurityservices..Mybusinesspartnerisnotin

todaysoexcusemeifIstruggle..kegamakeikotella.

Theylaughedashecarriedon,therewasaknockon

thedoorthenBansstuckhisheadin.Odirileturned

aroundlookingathim thenhewalkedover..

Odirile:Excuseme..

Odirilesteppedoutsideandclosedthedoorlooking

atBansexpectingapunchbuthelookedmuchmore

sadthanangry,somuchsotheamountofguilthe

haddoubledfrom thelookonhisfriend'sface...

Odirile:Heyman..

Bans:Isittrue?

Odirilelookedathim reluctantly..



Odirile:Iloveher,I'm sorry.

Bans:From childhooduntilnowasyourbestfriend,

youchoosemysisterofallthewomenintheworld?

Odirile:Itriedtofightit,ipromiseiwon'thurther...

Youknowidon'tplaywomen...Youknowmebetter

thananyone...

Bans:That'stheproblem,iknowyouandwhatyou

like,don'tdothis?

Odirile:Ipromiseiwon'tturnherintoasexidol...I'll

nevertreatherlikethat,iwon'tsexualiseherbody.

Bans:Canyoustopit?Howam Isupposedtorelate

withyouknowingyou'resleepingwithmysister?

WouldyoubeOKifisleptwithAsa?

Odirile:Ifshewantsiwon'tstopher,I'velearntthat

thehardway..IfFefewantssexyoucan'tstopher...I

couldn'tstopAsa.I'm sorry.Ivalueourrelationship

butifihavetochooseI'dchooseher..

Baneedilookedathim forasecondthenheturned



andwalkedout.

Odirile:Thereissomethingineedtoaskyouabout

Fefe,iwanttobookherintoapsychhospital...I

thinksheisgoingthroughalot.

BaneedikeptwalkingthenOdirilesighedguiltstriken

thenhewalkedbackintotheorientation...

Attheprophet....

MeanwhileFefeclosedhereyeswhileholdingNaya

onherlapastheprophetpickedthebibleandclosed

hiseyesprayingforherintongues....

Prophet:Shandarababa....Dabarara...jarara...uuuuh

mabriiii...witttiririribababa...Jesusmyfatheryour

daughterneedsyourholyspiritmyfather!Uuhhh

shandarababa....Holyghostfire!



HeputhishandoverNaya'sheadandpokedheras

heprayed,sheburiedherheadonhermother'schest

astheprophetslappedherheadseveraltimes

prayingloudly.

NayaburstintotearscryingasFefeheldherwithher

eyesclosed...

Prophet:(sighed)Godhasjustrevealedsomething

tomemysister...Thisisnotyourchild...

Fefe:(tearfully)Iknewit...Iknewit...

Prophet:Thischildisbeingusedbythedeviltoturn

yourlifearound,sheisjustabodybuteverythingin

herisusedbytheevilspirits.Sheattendsmeetings

underthesea...Shegoesasfarastheocean..Above

allthischildistheonechasingallmenaway...

Fefe:Whatshouldido?Canyouhelpme?

Prophet:Yes...Icanhelp....



*

*
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Attheprophet....

Fefe:Whatshouldido?Canyouhelpme?

Prophet:Yes...Icanhelp...Butitwon'tbequicker

thanyouthink...

Hewalkedtotheshelfandpulledouthisholypack.

Prophet:You'llhavetobuythispack,it's3.8K....it

comeswithholywater,anointedoil,lipbalm,holy

soapandwristbands...Thesebandswillalways

protectyoufrom theevilthischildbrings.Donotbe

afraidofyourchildbecausethechilditselfisnotevil

butthereisevillivinginherandwemustmake

specialprayersforhertofightthedevilandbring

yourbabyback.Thebabyisintheresomewhere...As



longasyoudon'tstopusingtheseproductsyou're

safe..

Fefegotthepackandputitinherbag...

Fefe:Thankyou,butidon'thavemoneyrightnow.I

onlyhave1K,paidtherentsoidon'thavemoneybut

I'm expectingpaymentthismonth.

Prophet:Ok,noproblem...Thereisanothersession

thatI'llenrolyouin...Thedevilhasleftsomethingin

yourwombandwemustreachsuchareaswiththe

evilspiritsandtouchwiththeanointing.Sometimesi

fearthekindofthingsGodsentsmetodobecause

nowadaysfakepastorsandprophetshavemade

peopledoubtthepowerofGod.Masaitsiwenga

botsheloarepalelakanthayagoreha

tshedimosetsoegorogarennalepelaelo.

Fefe:Ibelieveyou,iwillpaymonthend..

Prophet:Okmysister...



Shestoodupandpickedherbag...

AtOdirile'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonOdirilewalkedintheoffice

holdingatakeawayandsatdowndialingFefe...

Fefe:Hello?

Odirile:Babewhereareyou?

Fefe:IwenttoseeaprophetsomewhereinThito.

Odirile:Prophetforwhat?

Fefe:ItoldyoulastnightisawatailonNaya

Odirile:Ihopeyoudidn'tundressNayaforthatman,

whatkindofmadnessisthis?

Fefe:Soyoudon'tbelieveme?

Odirile:Ibelieveyousawwhatyou'resayingyousaw

butit'snotreal.Youneedhelp...WhereisNaya?



Fefe:I'm withher,theprophetsayssheisusedby

evilspirits.Thismakessense,howThamisuddenly

changedandthetestsayingheisn'tthefather...It's

justpurewitchcraft.

Odirile:WhatdidNayaeat?

Fefe:Nothing,imanagedtogetapacktoprotect

myselfagainsther.

Odirile:Areyoulisteningtoyourselfrightnow?Fefe

wareoake?

Fefe:I'm coming,I'm inataxi

Odirile:You'resayingalltheseaboutNayawhile

you'reinataxi?

Fefe:I'm almostthere...

HehungupanddialedBaneedi...

Bans:What?

Odirile:Iknowyou'restillpissedbutineedyour

help...FefeisnotOK,firstshetoldmeshe



sometimestalkstoherdeadtwinandnowshesays

Nayahadatail,nowshewenttoafakeprophetwho

istellingherexactlywhatshewantstohear.

Bans:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Odirile:Hasshealwaysbeenlikethis?

Bans:Shetalksalonebutsheisfine

Odirile:No,sheisnot.Canyouconvincehertoseea

doctorbeforesheharmsthebaby.

Bans:Sonowthetwoofyouneedme?

Odirile:Canyoujusthelpme?Keagokopa

Bans:Fefeisjustfine,ifyouthinkmysisteriscrazy

you'rewrong...TotaibileI'm offendedthatyouthink

sheismentallychallenged.

Odirile:I'm notsayingsheismentallychallenged

maybelosingRiriaffectedherandnowthisDNAtest

thingismakingthingsworse..

Bans:Soyou'readoctor?Oambitiousakere?

Odirile:NxlafuckyouBans!



Hehungupandsighedleaningbackthenhedialed

Bubu....

Bubu:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,wareng?

Bubu:I'm goodmylove,what'sup?

Odirile:Don'tcallmemylove,that'sgay

Bubu:Anyonewhocallsmyphoneismylove,o

choma,you'resweetheart...You'resweetie...Ifyou

don'twantgaystobesweettoyouthendon'tcall

gayphones.Mylovewhatdoyouneed?Ihopethis

isaboutusplanningaengagementpartybecause

youalreadyknowFefe,shepracticallygrewupin

youreyessoyouknowsheiswifematerial...Bythe

wayyou'repaedophile,youprobablysalivatedover

Fefewhenwewerejust16...Eachtimeyouvisited

herbigbrotheryouwantedhertinyass.

Odirile:(angrily)Busang!?

Bubu:Rra?....Sorry

Odirile:Icalledyou,nottheotherwayaround...



Bubu:Sorrymalome

Odirile:(laughed)Listen...Fefeisactingabnormal,

haveyounoticedanythingunusualabouther?Iwant

hertoseeadoctor.

Bubu:Well,iknowsomanyawkwardmomentsI've

hadwithherbutI'velearnttoacceptherthewayshe

is...Iknowwhatyou'retalkingaboutthough...

Odirile:SoI'm right,sheisnotOKright?

Bubu:Sheisnot..

Odirile:Ok,I'm goingtotalktoheraboutseeinga

doctorbutiknowshewillbeoffendedsoineedyou

totalktoheraswell.

Bubu:Ok,I'lldothat.

Odirile:Shap.

Hehungupandsighedthenhereceivedacall...

Odirile:Hello?



Number:Captaingoodafternoon...Thereis

somethingineedtotellyou..

Odirile:Heyman,what'sup?

Him:Ineedtoapologiseforgivingyouthewrong

results,ihaven'teatenanythingsinceitoldyouthe

resultsarepositivebecauseikeptwonderingwhatif

they'renot...Thetruthisihadlostthesamplesandi

wasafraidtodoitagainwithoutgettingcaught.

Todayidecidedtosearchthewholelabandaskmy

colleaguewhodidn'tknowwhoseresultsthey

belongedto.Shegavemethetrueresults,shehad

putthem whereweputallourlostandfound

samples.Pleaseforgivemeforwhatidid.Iwas

influencedbyanothercolleaguebutI'm notmaking

excuses...

Odirile:It'sok,don'tworry...Sowhat'saretheactual

results?

Him:Theydon'tmatch,sheisnotherchild.Ourboss

isnotaround,heisgoingtoCubasoitoldmy

supervisoraboutthisresultsbecausesheissweet

lady.Leeneshediditandtheydon'tmatch,wecan



evendothem againbutNayaisnotOfentse's

daughter.I'm sorry...

*

*

*

*
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AtOdirile'sOffice...

LateronOdirilewaitedbythepavementasthetaxi

pulledover,Fefesteppedoutandputherdaughter

down..OdirilewalkedoverandpickedNaya....

Odirile:Hey...

Naya:Hello...

Heslidhishandinthepocketandtookoutcoins

thenhepaidthetaxiandclosedthedoor,thetaxi

droveoffthenheleanedoverkissingFefeasshe

tookoutabottleofoil...

Fefe:Igotthis....iknowyoudon'tbelievemebutjust



listen..

Odirile:Let'sgoinsideandtalk.Iwanttotellyou

something

Fefe:(walkedalonghim)Theprophettoldme

everything...Iknewit...Ijustknewit...

Odirile:IhavenothingagainstGodbutIdon'tlike

yourprophet.

Theywalkedintheoffice,OdirileputNayadownand

pulledthechairsittingdown.Hequietlywatchedher

takingouthernewpack...

Fefe:Ididn'tknowevilwassoreal...

Odirile:Thelabguycalled.Nayaisnotyour

daughter...I'm startingtoleantowardsthekids

beingswitchedatthehospital...

Fefepausedandlookedathim...



Fefe:Idon'tbelieveyou..

Odirile:(showedherthephone)Hecalled...I'm

serious...Thatprophetwasabouttouseyou...

Fefe:Ialreadygavehim 1K,itwasthelastmoneyi

had

Odirile:Youhavetobecareful...Youcan'tjustgive

awayyourmoneylikethat..

Fefe:Heevenhintedthatthereissomethinginside

methatneedstobecleanedI'm surehemeantwith

hisolddick..

Odirile:Didyoudoanythingwithhim?

Fefe:No,ofcoursenot...Ijustdidn'tgetthefeeling

hemighthavebeenfake...Nowthatyou'retellingme

somethingelseiseehowthingslook.

SheturnedlookingatNayaandsighed...

Odirile:Butithinkyouneedtoseeadoctor,it'snot

normaltoseethethingsyouseeanditcanbetaken



careof.Thedangerinyouseeingthingslikethatis

thatwhenyourrealchildcomesyoumighthavea

problem connectingwithher...Iwantustoreport

thistothepolicebuttheniwantyoutoseesdoctor..

Seeingataleonyourchildisnotnormal.

Shelookeddownandsighed...

Odirile:Pleasebabe...IpromiseI'llbewithyouevery

stepoftheway...IwantyoutobeOKbecauseright

nowyou'readangertoyourselforthebaby.

Fefe:Ok...Iknowsomethingisnotrightbecausei

can'texplainalotofthingsandican'tremember

someofthethingsthathappenedtomeinacertain

state.I'llgo...

Hestoodupandhuggedherthenhekissedheras

Nayasmiledandclappedhands,theyturnedtheir

headsandsmiledatherasshestoodonthetable

spreadingherarmsforhim.Odirilepickedherup



andthethreeofthem hugged....

AtBubu'sworkplace...

LaterthatafternoonBusangwalkedacrossthe

parkinglotinapoloneckandtightpantscarryinghis

laptop,heunlockedhiscarfrom adistanceandgot

inthenherolleddownthewindowasthemaninthe

nextcarrolleddownthewindow..

Him:Hi...I'm Evington

Busanglookedattheringonhisfingerandignored

him pullinghisseatbelt,thisniggamusthave

thoughtheissomedesperategaytoevenapproach

him withaweddingring.Pathetic!Heslowly

reversedthenthegentlemanfollowedhim...He

glancedathim onthemirrorandrolledhiseyesthen

hisphonerang...



Busang:Hello?

Him:It'sEv

Busang:Doesyourwifeknowyouandiaretalking?

Him:No,obviouslynot..

Busang:Wheredidyouevengetmynumber?

Him:Iaskedforitfrom yourcolleague,I'm sorryfor

invadingyourprivacy.

Busang:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:I...Iwanttospendtimewiththesamesexand

seeifitwouldhurtthesamewayasithurtswiththe

oppositesex.Iknowyousawmyringandyesiam

married...Ididn'twanttodeceiveyouandliebutits

notgoingwell...Mywifeishavinganaffairwithmy

brother,ittrulyhurtsand...(sighed)Ijustfeel..

Busang:YouwantBubutobeapainkiller,igetit...

Youwanttousemetotestifyou'regay

Him:No,notlikethat...Imeanyeahbasically...I

wanttogetoverthepainI'm goingthroughbutI

can'ttrustanotherfemale...I'vealsoalwaysbeen

curiousaboutit...Youknowsomeofthesethings



happenduringchildhoodandyouthinkit'sjust

stupidthingschildrendobutyouknowthelittle

pleasureyougot..Ijustwonderhowitwouldfeel..

Bubu:(smiled)Ohokay...Nowthat'ssome

interestingshitrightthere...(lookedathim onthe

mirror)Doyouevenhavethemoneytokeepupwith

mygayexpectations?

Him:(laughedblushing)Idon'thavemuchbutthe

littlebitigetfrom workisfivefiguresso...Icantry

Theylaughedasheshookhishead...

Bubu:AlrightEv,I'llkeeptalkingtoyouonthephone.

WhenI'm comfortablewithyouI'llmeetyouandchill

withyou.

Him:Sweet....thisconversationisgoodenoughfor

now...Doyouknowhowiknewyou?

Bubu:(laughed)No

Him:(laughed)Youoncepaidformyfuelwhenmy

carddeclined...I'veneverforgottenthatsweetface



Bubu:(laughed)Kaebatho!?I'm sodesperate!Ibeti

onlypaidforyoubecauseofyourlips...

Him:(laughed)Acoupleofmonthsback,thefuel

attendantwasgoingonandonabouthowhecan't

risklettingmegobecausehedoesn'tknowme,you

gotimpatientandjustpaidformethenyouleft

beforeicouldsaythankyou.Ibeenstalkingyou

since...

Bubu:(smiledblushing)Ok,thankyouforstalking

me.

Him:(laughed)Yeahhei,letmenotkeepyoutoo

longonthephonewhileyou'redriving.I'm on

handfree

Bubu:Alright,bye

Hehungupandsmiledblushingthenhesavedthe

numberandkeptdriving....

Atschool...



Onestudentwalkedintheclassandyawnedwhile

thestudentsittingnexttoAsalaidasleepontheher

desk....

Him:Iyoosomeoneismakingthewholeclasssleepy!

Whoisbaking?

ThewholeclasscrackedintolaughterasAsaquietly

lookedathernotebooktryingtopushherbumpin...

Theteacherwalkedinclasswithsometestpapers...

Her:Pleasegetyourpapers...Tomorrowwehave

anothertest,iaskedforyourdoubleperiodinthe

morning..

All:Uhhhhh!

Her:LarengwaaI'm tryingtohelpyou



Student:Mathsthreeperiodsma'am?Uhhh,someof

usdon'twanttobemathematicianswhenwegrow

up

Her:Mxm!Disotse!

Theylaughedasshewalkedaroundhandingthen

papers...

Her:Asawhyareyouwearingasweater?Itsvery

hot...

Everyonekeptquietandlookedatherforananswer

butshekeptquiet...

Her:Takeoffyoursweater...It'shot...

Asa:I'm finema'am,I'm feelingcold.

Her:Itmustbefeverbecauseitshotashell...



Theteacherhandedthem theirpapers,thesiren

wailedthenshequicklygatheredherpapersand

shovedthem inherbagthenshewalkedoutbefore

theirmockerycouldstartagain....

Atthepolicestation....

OdirileandOfentsewalkedinthepolicestation,

Odirilebrieflytalkedtotheotherofficerwhothen

directedthem tothechairs.OdirilepickedNayaand

waitedforFefetowalkinsidethenhefollowedher

puttinghishandonherback...

Officer:Haveaseat...

Odirile:Thankyou...

Officer:Howcanihelpyou?

Ofentse:2yearsagoideliveredatthehospital...The

midwifewhowashelpingmewasn'tverynicebut

therewasanotheronewhowasquiteprofessional...

Rightafterdeliveryinoticedmydaughtershairwas



thickthoughitwaswetbutwhenthemidwifecame

backherhairlookedquitelight...Ididn'tthinkmuch

ofitbecauseit'smyfirstchildbut2yearslaterthe

babyisverylightskinnedwithbrowneyesasyou

cansee...ThefatherdidDNAtestandhewasn'tthe

fathersotodatehestillhatesme...ButI'venever

cheatedonhim.Withmyboyfriend'shelpimanaged

totesttooandI'm nothermother...Ithinkthe

babieswereswappedwhentheywerebathing

them...Idon'trememberthenameofthenursesbut

ithinkmaybeiftheycancheckhospitalrecordsthen

maybemybabycanbetraced...Anychildbornon

thatdaycanbetestedtoo...

Officer:(stood)Therearewaysaroundit...I'm sorry

youhadtogothroughsuchatrauma....Letmeget

somepapersthissideandcompleteyourreport...

Both:Ok...

Hestoodupandwalkedoutthenheknockedon

Thamiso'soffice.Herespondedthenthepolice

officerwalkedin...



Him:Boss,thereisasituationoutside..

Thamisolookedathim asheslidafilebetweenthe

others...

Thamiso:Yeah?

Him:Ofentseisheretoreportthatsheisalsonot

herdaughter'sDNAmatch..

Thamiso:MyOfentse?OrayaFefehelaFefe?

Him:Yes...Ithoughtyoumightneedtoknow..

Thamiso'sheartskippedashelookedathis

colleague...

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation...

Thamisoslowlyturnedhischairbackandsighed...A

momentofsilencepassedwhilehiscolleaguestood

bynotsurewhattosaynext...

Officer:Ihavetogoback

Thamiso:Thanksforlettingmeknow.

Officer:Sure

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Thamiremained

inthequietofficestaringintothespaceandsighed

rubbinghisheadbackwards...

HeknewFefewouldneverdothat...Hejustknewit....



Whydidn'thethinkofthis...Sheevenmentionedthis

possibility...Andnowhewasmarried!Butthenhis

daughter!?Wherewasshe?...

MeanwhileFefeandOdirilestoodupandshook

handswiththeofficer.

Odirile:Thanksman

Officer:You'rewelcome,you'llbecalledbutthis

shouldn'tbedifficult...Idoubtitwillbedifficultto

traceyourbaby.Havehope..

Fefe:Thankyou...

Officer:Wewilldoourowninvestigationstarting

withtheDNAtestbetweenyouandyourdaughter.

Fefe:Thankyou...

OdirileandFefewalkedoutofthebuilding,Odirile

openedtheumbrellaandwalkedbesidesherwhile

shecarriedthebaby..



Odirile:Letmeknowifsheistooheavy.

Fefe:Ok...

Footstepsapproachedfrom behindandtheyturned

aroundasThamisostoppedbehindthem...

Thamiso:Odirile?Canwetalk?

Odirilelookedathim reluctantlythenhehandedher

theumbrella,Fefegotitandwalkedaway..

Odirileturnedandsighedlookingathim...

Thamiso:ImakealotofmistakeswhenI'm under

pressureordealingwithemotions...Ijustsawafile

yagaFefeandyouwerethefirstpersoniwantedto

apologiseto...Forattackingyouandembarrassing



youlikethatwhenyouweretheonlypersonwho

trustedFefe.Pleaseforgiveme...Kenalepridebutit

won'tstopmefrom apologising...

Odirilelookedathim andsighedcalmly..

Odirile:Iunderstand,iwouldn'tattacksomeonebuti

understandwhyyouthoughtlikethat.Atleastnow

youknowthetruth...Andihopeyoubeingapolice

officerwillbeanadvantagebecauseiknowhow

slowthingscanbearoundhere.Ifyouguysaretoo

slowiwillpersonallypostonfacebookreipatela

ngwanaandevencallthenewspapers.

Thami:I'lldomybest..Canihaveyournumberso

wecantalk?

Odirile:No,justhelpusfindtherealNaya.I'm sure

youwanttoseehertoosowecanstartthis

coparentingthing

Thami:Fairenough...

Odirile:Reshapoakere?



Thami:Sure

Theybumpedfistsandeachturnedaway...

AtThamiso'sfathers.....

Theoldmanswitchedoffhiscomputerandgrabbed

hissuitjacketthenhewalkedoutashisphonerang...

Him:Hello?

Thami:It'salsonotFefe'schild,shejustopeneda

policecase

Him:Itoldyoutostopjumpingintoconclusions

Thami:Whendidyoutellmethat?Don'tstart

Him:Youneverlisten...ItoldyouFefewouldnever

cheat

Thami:YoutoldmetogetaDNAtest!Papawee?!I

can'tbelieveyou'regoingtospinthisaround...You



alwaysdothistome..

Him:Sowhereismygranddaughter?

Thami:Idon'tknow,wehavetofindallthebabies

thatwerebornthatday,andthehospitalhastobe

suedfornegligence...

Him:Thereisnoneedforalawsuit,thatwillonly

attractthemediaandidon'tlikethemedia.Just

investigatethisandfindthebaby.

Thami:Itrustthedetectiveassignedtothis...Ijust

don'tknowhowtobeginapologisingtoFefe.

Him:Itoldyouthereisanotherexplanation..Inever

thoughtshecheated..Idon'tevenremember

suggestingaDNAtesttota.

Thami'smouthdroppedinshockandturnedinto

angerbeforehecutthecall.

Theoldmanapproachedhiscarandstopped

lookingatAsastandingnexttohiscarinher

uniform...



Asa:I'm notplayingwithyouanymore...Ineed

moneytosupportthischild...Afterthe

embarrassmentiwentthroughatschoolI'm not

goingback.You'regoingtofindmeahouseandpay

privatetutorssoIcanfinishschool.

RragweThami:You'reateenager!

Asa:Andthatneverstoppedyoufrom getting

betweenmylegs,givemeyourcardbeforeitellmy

brotheryoudefiledme...Youhavetotreatmewith

respectbecauseI'lltellyourwifewhatyoudid...Tell

Thamiheisabigbrothernow...

Helookedbackatthebuildingtomakesurenobody

sawthem thenheopenedthedoorforher..

Him:Let'sgo

Asa:No,iknowyoucancanbedirtysoI'm playingit

safenow.(openedherhand)Thecard...



Hereachedinhiswalletandhandedherthecard...

Asa:Samepin?

Him:Yes..

Asa:Good,I'm donebeingnicebecauseyouthink

I'm justastupidlittlegirl.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenhegotin

thecarandsighedfrustrated....

AtFefe'sHouse....

LateronThamisostoodbehindthetreeinhiscasual

wearashestaredatFefe'sHouse,minutespassed

thenOdirilewalkedoutthegate...

Hewaitedwatchinguntilhecaughtataxithenhe

walkedintheyardandknockedonthedoor.



Heknockedagainandsteppedback,thedoor

openedthenFefesteppedoutandlookedathim....

Hisheartcrackedintotwoastheireyeslocked,his

throathurtsomuchhestruggledtoswallowthenhe

lickedhislipsandswallowedlookingather...

Thami:Hi..

Fefe:Hi,Odirilejustleftifyou'relookingforhim.

Thami:No,it'syouiwantedtotalkto.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Fefelookedathim foramomentthensheclosed

thedoorandsteppeddownthestoop...

Thamitookadeepbreathandsighedputtinghis

handsinthepockets...

Thami:Howareyou?

Fefe:I'm fine..

Thami:IheardabouttheDNAtest,afriendofmine

isonthecase.

Fefe:Ok

Thami:Whyhaven'tyoutoldme?

Fefe:Toldyouwhat?



Thami:Thatourdaughterisouttherelivinglifeas

someoneelse.

Fefe:Andyouwouldhavebelievedmebecause?

Hepausedquietlyandlookedather...

Thami:Ifeellikeanidiotbecauseicouldn'tthink

outsidethebox,icouldn'ttellwhenyouweretelling

thetruth...Iletmythoughtshurtmeandyou...Nowi

can'tfixitproperlybecause...I'vemadebigstupid

decisions...

Fefe:SoyouthinkI'lltakeyouback?

Helookedinhereyesandgottheanswer,heneeded

anotherapproach...thenhesighedrubbinghis

head...

Thami:No,ofcoursenot...Istillloveyou,inever

stoppedlovingyoubutandrightnowmyonlypriority



isgettingbackourdaughter.Iknowthatyou're

happywithODandirespectthat...Irespecthim...

I'm notabouttocauseafight

Fefe:Likeyoudidatthemall

Thami:IactedstupidandIapologisedtohim.He

forgavemeandwearegood.Pleaseforgiveme.

Fefe:Ok,andiforgiveyou.It'sthehospital's

mistake...Youreactedtotheevidenceyouhad..To

someextentIdon'tblameyou.

Thami:Thanksforunderstanding.Ihavetogetback

home

Fefe:Bye

Hewalkedaway,Fefeturnedbackinthehouseand

sighed....

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LateronOdirilewalkedinthehousewhilehissister



satonthecouchwatchingTV.

Hetookoffhisshirtandlaidpaidonthebed...

Asastoodupandlookedathim...

Asa:I'm pregnant..

Odirileslowlygotupandsatlookingather....

Asa:I'm sorryfordisappointingyou.Iknowyouhad

somuchhopeinme...Butifitmakesanydifference

Iwon'tbeaburden.Hewilltakecareofthebaby..

Odirile:Whoishe?

Asa:Ican'ttellyoubecauseyou'llbeangrywithme.

Odirile:Soiknowhim?

Asa:Yes



Odirile:Kemang?

Asa:Ican'ttellyou.

Odirile:Asaidon'tthinkyouandishouldstay

togetheranymore.You'retoooldtobelivingunder

myrooforfollowinganyrules.Ibreakmybacktrying

togetyouaneducationbutyoudon'tcare,you're

havingsexwhenkidsyouragearereading..You'll

remembermeonedaywhenlifeishardforyou.I'm

stillrecoveringfrom thethingsyousaidaboutme

wantingtosleepwithyou.

Asa:I'vegrownpastthosewordsandI'm sorry...But

istillcan'ttellyou.

Odirile:IsitBans?

Asa:no,never...I'dneversleepwithyourfriends.

Odirileturnedbacktohisbedandlaiddownpulling

hispillowoverhishead...

Odirile:Dowhatpleasesyou.I'vegotbigger

problemsthanyouintentionalpregnancy.Good



night...

Heturnedhisheadandclosedhiseyes...

AtThamiso'smother's...

LaterthatnightThamiso'sfathertookoffhis

pyjamasandgotinbedwhilehiswifesatonthe

othersideofthebedgoingthroughafew

documents.

Him:Itturnsoutthatchildisn'tOfentse'saswell...

Thebabieswereprobablyswitched.Heisbroken,

youknowhowmuchhelovesFefe

Her:Heisalreadymarriedandtosomeoneofhis

standard...Shecomesfrom awellofffamily.

Him:What'syourproblem withFefe?

Her:Sheisjustnottherightgirlforourson.Idon't

wanttotalkaboutit....



Sheturnedandfacedtheotherdirection....

AtThamiso'shouse....

LaterthatnightThamisoswitchedoffthelightsand

gotinbedwithhisshorts.Heswitchedthehead

lamponandsighed,Cocomovedherbuttoverand

reachedforhisdick...

Coco:Whyareyouwearingshorts?

Thami:Iwanttodivorce...Ifeellikeigotmarriedfor

thewrongreasons,iwashurtandihadlosthopein

verything.I'm sorryforwastingyourtime...

Sheturnedandlookedathim thenshelaughedbut

hedidn't,hersmiledisappearedasshelookedat

him inshock...

*
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AtThamiso'sHouse

ThenextmorningThamiturnedaroundashisarm

slidacrossthecoldsideofherbed,heliftedhis

headoffthepillowandshewasn'tinbed.Hesaton

theedgeofthebedforamomentandyawned

stretchinghisbackthenhestoodupwalkedtowards

thebathroom...

Hecouldhearhercryingandtalkingtothephoneas

hestoppedbythedoor...

Coco:(crying)Iam soembarrassed...Ifeelrejected

andunloved...Whydidhemarrymeifhewasjust

goingtodiscardmeasidewithoutaproperreason?

AtleastifhecouldtellmewhatididwrongsoIcan

fixit...



Hestoodthereforamomentthenhewalkedinthe

kitchenwherehemadebreakfastforher.

Hewalkedpastthebathroom andknocked...

Thami:Babe?

Coco:(clearedhervoice)Yes?

Thami:Areyouok?

Coco:I'm fine,I'm justbathing..

Thami:WaitingforyouonthebedOK?

Coco:Ok..

Hewalkedinthebedroom andplacedthetrayonthe

tablethenhegrabbedhisTshirtinthewardrobe.

MeanwhileCocowipedherreddisheyesandwalked

inthebedroom whereThamiwasputtingonhis



sweatpants...

Shesatontheedgeofthebedandsighedclosing

hergownthensheslidinbedandlaiddown...

Thamiputthebreakfasttrayonherlap..

Coco:Thankyou...

Hesatbesidesherandlookedatherasshetried

eating,ofcourseithurttoseeherlikethis...She

rejectedhim acoupleoftimessuspectinghewasn't

seriousandhewentalloutjusttodothis...

Thami:Don'tmisunderstandwhatI'm abouttotell

you...IfoundoutthatOfentsewasn'tlyingaboutthe

paternityofthebaby..Sheisnotthemothertothat

childaswellwhichmeansmydaughterisoutthere...

Idon'tthinkI'llbeemotionallyavailableforyou,i



havesomuchguiltinme...Idon'tknowwhattodo

myselforhowtodealwithallthese.Throughoutmy

relationshipwithFefeI'vealwayshadtodefendher

againstmyfamily...Exceptmyfatherofcoursebut...

ThistimeifailedbecauseidecidedtodoDNAtest

alone,andevenifIdiditalonehadibelievedherI

wouldn'tbehere...Shesaidshenevercheatedand

shecriedalot...Ishouldhavethoughtaboutit...

Coco:Soyou'regoingbacktoher?

Thami:No,sheisinarelationshipwithsomeone.

Coco:Theoneyoutriedrunningover?

Thami:Iapologisedforthat,I'm notdivorceinorder

toharasstheirrelationship.IfIwantedI'ddoitwhile

I'm stillmarriedtoyou...Ijustwanttofocuson

searchingformydaughter.That'swhowrongedthe

most...

Coco:Can'twelookforherwithoutsplitting?Nnake

santsekegorata...Unlessyoutellmeyoudon'tlove

methenIwillunderstand.

Thami:Iloveyoubutidon'twanttowasteyourtime

becausethereisprobablysomeonewhocanlove



youbetterthanme.Ican'tbethebestthingthatever

happenedtoyou,ican'tbethattoanyone...Notwith

myrecord.Ijustneedtofocusonmydaughter...

WhenI'm emotionallydistantorfrustratediwouldn't

wanttotakeitoutonyou...

Coco:Thamiyou'regoingtoembarrassme...Please

don'tdothis,peoplearegoingtowonderwhatidid

toyouforyoutosendmebacksosoon...Seriti

samesagogogamodiretsengkeakanyetswa...

Hesighedlookingatherthenhetouchedherchin

andleanedoverkissingher,hefrenchkissedherand

leanedback...

Thami:Youcantellthem you'retheonedivorcing

me...

Hekissedherandstoodup....

Thami:I'm goingtobath.



Hewalkedinthebathroom andclosedthedoor....

Atthepolicestation....

Theleadingdetectiveopenedthefileandleaned

backreading..Heglancedathiswatchthenhe

pickedhisbadgeandwalkedpasttheforensic

office....

Him:Dums?Let'sgo...

Hispartnersteppedoutoftheofficethenthey

walkedout...

Dums:Iwastalkingtotheseguysbaforensic,we

willprobablygettheresultstomorrow..Haveyou

confirmedwithth3hospitalaboutourappointment?

Youknowhowmuchtheylikemakingexcuses.



Detective:Yeah,iconfirmedit...

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff.Minuteslaterthey

knockedonthedoorandwalkedin...

Detective:Goodmorning,iam DetectiveRaymond

thisismypartnerDumelang.

Her:Hi,nicetomeetyou.Haveaseat...

Theysatdownandsighed...

Her:Igatheredasmuchinformationaspossible,our

recordsforthatdayaren'tspecificsowehave

collectedinformationforthechildrenbornaday

before,thedayoftheincidentandadayafter.

Detective:Thatisstillhelpful

Her:Butoursystem isdownandwrcan'taccess

thatinformationrightnow.



Dumelang:Butyoucouldhavejustprintedthis

informationwhenyouweregoingthroughit.

Her:Wedidn'thavethecourtorder.Weonlygotit

thismorning.

Ray:Alright,that'snotaproblem.Assoonasyour

system isbackkindlyletmeknow.Wearerunning

outoftime,themotherofthischildisanxiousand

rightfullyso.

Her:Iunderstandthat,I'llmakesureyougetthe

informationassoonaspossible.

Ray:Thankyou.Andthemidwifeinquestion?Weare

supposedtoquestionher

Her:Yes,sheiswaitingintheotherroom together

withthemidwiveswhowereondutythatnight.

Ray:Great...

Theystoodupandwalkedout..

Dums:Iwanttheemidwife



Ray:No,I'm gettingher...Infactweshouldtakethis

tothestation.Putherinaninterrogationroom...

Sweetquestionswon'tgetusanywhere..

Dums:Yeah,let'sseehowitgoes...

Theyfollowedtheladyinside,themidwivessitting

insidekeptquietandlookedatthem...

Her:Ketsileleborrebamapodise...Theyhaveafew

questionsabouttheissuewetalkedaboutinthe

meetingearliertoday.

Ray:Goodmorningladies...

Fefe'smidwifelookedattheseriousdetectivesand

swallowed...

Ray:Ladiesyou'renotunderarrest,andyoucanstop

talkingtousanytimeorevengogetalawyerifyou



thinkyou'llneedone.Wearejustfollowingthe

tracksofthatbabygirlbecausesheneedstocome

home,theonewehavenowalsoneedstogohome.

Doyourememberexactlywhathappenedthatnight?

Midwife:Itookthebabyforawash,whenigotthere

twoothernurseswerecleaningthebabies...Since

Mercywasalreadybythesinkigotherbabyandshe

washedmine,ithenputthebabyonthescaleand

wenttopee,whenicamebackigotthebabyand

leftwithDitshego.

Ray:Sohowmanybabiesareinvolvedhere?3?

Midwife:Yes,butidon'tknowwhathappenedinmy

absence

Midwife2:Afterwashingiturnedbacktothescale

andputdowntheother,gotmineandleft

Midwife3:Iputdownthebabyandgotsheetsforall

thebabies,sowheniturnedbackijustgotmine.

Thetruthisitwasatnightandwewereexhausted

andsleepy...

Fefe'sMidwife:Isitpossibletomeetthemothers

andapologise?Iwasn'tmyselfthatnight,iwas



goingthroughalotathomeandiwasimpatientbuti

didn'tintentionallyswitchthechildren.

Ray:Ourinvestigationisstillongoing,you'renot

allowedtomeetthecomplainants.....

Midwife:Itwasabusynight,wedeliveredatotalof5

babiesthatnight...Idon'trememberthepatient

namesbutIknowitwas5babies...Ifitspossibleat

somepointI'dliketomeetthemotherand

apologise...Rediradilotsedimaswewhenweare

notdealingwithourprivatelifeproblems.Iam very

sorry...Iam soscared,nottolosemyjobonlybut

thisisscary...It'sveryscarytoknowthatmy

carelessnesscouldhaveaffectedsomanylives...

Sheputherhandsoverherfaceandburstintotears

crying....

SomewhereinMaun....

Baneediwalkedbetweentheyardslisteningto



musicthroughtheheadsetsandcaughtsightofa

younglightskinnedwomanwalkingoutofthehut,

hisheartbeatdoubleashelookedatherthighsjust

belowtheskirtassheheadedtothefireplace

carryingabagofmaizemeal.

Hestoppedbythefenceandlookedathernotsure

howtograbherattention.

Bans:Dumelang!

Standingbythefire,theyoungwomanturned

lookingathim whileholdingthethreeleggedpotlid,

sheputitoverthebundleofwoodandlookedat

Bans.

Her:Dumelang...

Shewaitedforhim tosaysomethingbutitseemed



hewantedhertogetcloser,washeoneofher

customers?Maybehewantedtoaskaboutthe

pricesofmakgabe...sheputherwoodenspoon

downandwalkedtowardsthefence.

Herbrownskinneddaughterwalkedoutofthehut

shirtlesswearingmakgabeasshechewedapieceof

biltong,shewalkedtowardsthefireandpickedthe

woodenspoonthenshebegunsteeringtheboiling

water...Shesteppedoverthelogandcontinued

steeringasthepotslowlybegunbendingtowards

herwithboilingwater...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthewoman'sHouse...

Baneedi'sheartpoundedastheyoungwoman

stoppedbythefenceandlookedathim...

Her:Hi

Bans:Hi,mynameisBaneedi..

Her:I'm Jane

Hefrownedlookingbehindherandpointed...

Bans:Gether!

Sheturnedaround,herheartalmoststoppedasshe



ranover...Knowingifshescreamedherdaughter

wouldpanicandprobablyspilltheboilingwateron

herselfshejustranoverandyankedherfrom behind.

Bans:(standingbythefence)IssheOK?

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedback...

Bans:Oshapo?

Jane:Yeah...Whatwereyousaying?Iwwscooking

mywoodisgettingwasted.

Bans:I'llbringyoumorewoodifyouwant.

Jane:Yeah,butwhatdoyouwant?

Bans:Iwanttobeyourfriend,whyareyoucooking

onthefirewood?

Jane:Insteadofwhat?

Bans:Thestove?

Jane:Doyouknowhowexpensivecookinggasis?



It'sP230,plusstovesejamahundred.

Bans:I'm surprisedyouthinkP230isexpensive

comparedtotheamountorenergyyouuseto

collectwood.WheredoyouevenfindwoodinMaun,

therearehousesallover.

Jane:Gonaledikgongkosphanengakere

Helaughedandlookedatherdaughter..

Bans:Canigiveyoumystove?Istayaloneandi

don'tuseit...I'm asecurityguardsoI'm neverhome.

Jane:Whywouldyougivemeyourthingsosankitse?

Bans:(smiledlookinginhereyes)Janeomotonaga

olekana...Havingthischildshouldmeansomething..

Theylaughedoutloudassheshookherheadfeeling

dumb,shelookedathim andsmiledblushing...



Jane:Whatifihaveaboyfriend?

Bans:Youdon'thaveaboyfriend...Iknowso

becauseifiwasyourboyfriendiwouldn'tletyou

cookwithfirewoodwhilestilltakingcareofmy

daughter.Whereishe?

Jane:Wepartedwhenshewasayearold.

Bans:Iknewyouweresingle,so...Whatareyou

saying?

Jane:Ok...Bringit...Butyou'llhavetocallmefirst

becauseI'm goingtotheteachersquarterstodo

laundry.I'm acleaningandlaundrylady...

Bans:Ok,what'syournumber?

Hetookouthisphoneandgothernumberthenhe

lookedatherdaughterandsmiled..

Bans:Sheisbeautiful..

Jane:Thanks.

Bans:Alright,illcallyoulater.Bythewaymy



conditionforgivingyouthisisthatyoudishforme

everyday.

Jane:(laughed)Ok,it'snothardatall...

Bans:Ok...Bye

Theypartedashewalkedawaytestinghernumber.

Heturnedbackandlookedatherasshetried

pickingandlookedback,helaughedandgavehera

thumbsup,shesmiledbackandwalkedaway...

Atthehospital...

Ofentsesighedandscratchedherhead...

Ofentse:I'm notcomfortabletotalkwithOdirilein

theroom...

Odirilestoodupandwalkedtowardsthedoor..



Odirile:I'llwaitoutside...

Heclosedthedoorthenshelookedbackatthe

psychologist..

Ofentse:Idon'tknowwhatiswrongwithme...Istill

talktomytwinsisterthoughshediedalongtime

ago.Iseeherandtalktoher...ireallyseeher...She

doesn'tfeellikeaghostSometimesiseethingsthat

aren'treallythere....Ionlyrealiseit'snotrealafter...

Itcanbehardtodifferentiatebetweenrealityand

whateverthat'shappeningtome.Ihavesomany

scarystoriesaboutmytwo...Sometimesiwonder

whodidthosethings.Meormytwin...Iwanttobe

okbeforemyrealdaughterarrives...What'swrong

withme?Canitbetreated?

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

OdirilesatoutsidebythebenchesasNayaran

aroundchasingherballoon...

Naya:Wenalook!Wenawee,bona!

Helaughedlookingatherasshetappedherballoon,

itwasjustfunnyhowshecalledhim "Wena".He

stoodupandtappedit,shelaughedoutloud

excitedlycrackling...Yeah,that'sNaya...Shelovedit

whenanadultgetsuptoplaywithherandheknew

it...

Odirile:Don'tfall...



Hetappedtheballoonanditwentupasshe

followeditandtappedittoo...Odirilewalkedbackto

thebenchandsatdownbutNayatrappedtheball

underherarmpitandgrabbedOdirile'sthumbpulling

him up....

Naya:Wena?Thellawenataletshameke

Itwasalwaysthepronunciationofeverythingand

howachildheragecouldbesofluent..

Odirile:I'm tiredNaya

Naya:Comethella

Odirile:ThemmaI'm tired

Naya:Thellaplease...

Helazilystooduplaughing,hewasn'teventhat



tired...Itwasjustfuntohearherbeginher

pronunciation.Hetappedtheballoonandshe

crackedlaughingassherantowardsitandtapped

it...

Anursewalkedoutofoneoftheroomsandsmiled

passingbyastheyplayedonthecorridor.She

laughedandwavedathim..

Nurse:(laughed)Keplaytimeeseriousgoloha

Odirile:(laughed)Eishmma...

Theycontinuedplayingthenthedooropened,Fefe

steppedoutandhungherhandbagstrapoverher

shoulder.OdirilepickedNayaupandwalkedoverto

her...

Odirile:Howdiditgo?



Sheturnedandwalkedbesideshim astheywalked

outthebuilding...

Fefe:Sheisjustsayingcrazythings,iwanttosee

anotherdoctor.

Odirile:Whatcrazythingsdidshesay?

Fefe:Justmoviethings,idon'tthinksheknowswhat

sheistalkingabout.

Odirile:Whatdidshesay?

Fefe:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Odirile:Youdorealisethatifthisistriggeredby

stressyou'llcontinueexperiencingitbecauseas

longaswehaven'tfoundourdaughterthingsare

goingtobehard...

Shelookeddownastheywalkedalongthe

pavement,sheturnedlookingatNayaassherubbed

theballoononOdirile'shead...



Naya:Mama?Look!

Itwasthehappinessinherlittlevoiceandthebond

betweenthetwoofthem.Tearsfilledhereyesbut

sheblinkedthem awayandsmiled..

Naya:Mama?!

Fefe:(laughed)Icanseemylove...

Odirile:Thiswon'tbeeasy...EvenpartingwithNaya

isgoingtobepainful,ihaven'tbeenwithherforlong

butialreadyloveherlikesheismine.Icanonly

imaginewenawhobreastfedher...

Fefesecretlyrubbedhertearsandkeptwalking.

Minuteslatertheystoodbytheroadwaitingfora

taxi...Hecouldtellshewasholdingintearsandit

wasthismomenthewishedhehadacar,he'dput

NayainsideandstandoutsidehuggingFefe...God

canyouletthatcompanysignthatcontract...



StillcarryingNayawiththeotherheturnedand

pulledhercloser,sheburiedherfaceonhischest

andsilentlycriedwhileheheldhertightlyandkissed

her...

Odirile:Mmehelawewillgetthroughthis...This

mightnotbeasbadasitseems,wearegoingto

gainanextrafamily...Wewillkeeponcheckingon

Nayaandherfamily.Thekidscanevenbefriends...

OK?

Shenoddedtearfullywithherfacestillonhischest...

Odirile:Iloveyou...

Sheleanedbackandsniffledwithreddisheyes,

Odirilelookedinhereyesandsmiledthenheleaned

overandkissedhersadnessaway,shesmiled

blushingandlaughedasNayalookedatthem...



Naya:Ledilaenglonabale2?

Theycrackedlaughingsteppingawayfrom one

another...

Fefe:(laughed)BathongNayadon'tbeablocker,he

ismyman.Waitsethisonetalkslikea6yearsold

Odirile:(laughed)Andshebetterstopcallingme

"wena"I'm daddy

TheycrackedlaughingasNayarubbedtheballoon

onOdirile'sheadthenshestuckitonhisTshirt.A

taxistoppedthenFefegotinside,shegotthebaby

thenOdirilesatnexttoherandclosedthedoor...

Atteacher'squarters....



LateronJanefinishedcleaningthebachelor

teachershousethenshelockedupandleftthekeys

atthesecretspot.Shetiedherdaughtertoherback

withatowelandwalkedtothenexthousewhereshe

unlockedandbeguncleaning...

Herdaughterwasgrowing,herclotheswere

expensiveandatherageshehadn'tstarted

speaking...Shewasn'tsurewhatwasgoingonbut

sheknewsomethingwasn'tright...

Itevenhurttohavetogothroughthisalone...Ifshe

everreacheshersavingtargetshe'dneversharea

businesswithaman,notafterthistreatment...

Shepausedwipingthebathroom mirrorandlooked

atherself,shecouldn'tevenrecognisetheperson

she'dbecome...Whowouldhavethoughtshe'done

daybedoingthistofeedherdaughter...aftershe

workedsohardtostartherbusiness,someone

decidestofakeDNAtestsjusttoembarrassher...



Butthenshe'dgetup...Ifsheopenedthatbusiness

beforeshesurelywill...Lethim keepthatone,will

seeifhe'dberich...

Shepickedthetoiletbrushandbentovercleaning...

Itwasabouttimeshetookherbabytoapreschool

maybeinteractingwithotherchildrenwouldhelpher

starttalking....

Aboutanhourlatershewenttothelasthouseand

finallyheadedbackhome.

Asshewalkedalongtheroadshestoppedbythe

fencelookingatthehousethatusedtobehers,so

muchangerboiledinsideherastearsfilledher

eyes...Awomansteppedoutinherbum shortsand

startedtaking...

Herheartbitsomehow,shecouldactuallyfeellike

knockingagainstherribs...Howcouldshebeso



stupid...Buildingsuchabighouseinaboyfriend's

yard.Herlipstrembledasshewatchedhercleaning..

Shebrokedowncryingandwalkedalongthedusty

road...Shedialedherfriendandrubbedhernose...

Her:(sightedbored)He-looo

Jane:Hi...Justcheckingonyou.

Her:Kebusynyana

Jane:TsalaametodayI'm sostressed...Idon'tknow

whyItooktheshortcuttomywayhomebutididand

Isawmyhouse,ifididn'thaveachildI'dkillmyself...

Idon'tthinkI'lleverhavetheamountofmoneyIhad

andiwasstupidtospenditwithsomeonewhoi

thoughtlovesme.Mydaughterhassomecondition

butican'tgetaproperdiagnosisbecauseidon't

havesupport.Iwenttotheclinictheysaidshewill

eventuallytalk...I'm stressed...Waitsekeasotega

andI'm theonlypersonlivinginahut...Peoplestare

whentheypassbymyaunt'syard....I'm stressed



becauseauntie'sdaughterwillfinishschoolsoon.

Shemaykickmeoutandbuildabiggerhousebuti

havenowaytogo.

Her:Warewhoisthefatherofyourchild?Ihonestly

don'tunderstandwhyyou'rehidingthisfrom me...

I'm yourfriend....Ican'tbelieveiusedtotellyou

wheniwascheatingonmyboyfriend...Youknowmy

thirdbornisnothischildandItoldyouthat...But

wenayou'reactingperfect?I'm busyJane....I'm very

busy...

Jane:Iwishyouknewyouknewme,heislyingbuti

don'texpecthim tocarebecausehehasanewbaby

andheismarried...Hemarriedawomanandputher

inmyhouse,injustayear...Awomanhe'dbeen

cheatingonmewith...Ididn'tcheat...Youknowi

lovedhim waytoomuch.

Her:Uhshapmma.Letmegetbacktowork.

Shecutthecall,Janesighedanddeletedhernumber.

Herphonerangthenshepicked...



Jane:Hello?

Baneedi:Hi,I'm abouttoleavemyhouse...Areyou

home?

Jane:I'llbethereinafewminutes.

Baneedi:Ok,iwantustotakeawalkandpassbymy

friend'shouse.Heandmysisterhaveasecurity

companyandlastweektheywerehiring...Iwantto

askthem tohireyoubutonlyafterI'veintroduced

youasmyfriend.

Jane:Thankyou..

Baneedi:Yeah,withthatsalaryyou'llaffordtosend

yourbabytoapreschool...

Jane'slipscurvedasaquicktearrandownher

cheek..

Jane:(voicetrailedoff)Thankyou...IpromiseI'll

makeituptoyou.Ijustwantmydaughtertogotoa

preschool...Ifshecanatleastbeabletotellmethe

thingsshewants...Sometimesicantellshereally



wantstotellmesomethingbutshecan't...I'm going

tosaveenoughtogotoaprivatedoctorbecausei

don'tthinkachildover2yearsshouldbemutelike

this...

Baneedi:Areyoucrying?

Jane:(crying)No

Baneedi:Keetaketilegogohuggerautwa?

Jane:(smiledtearfully)OK..

Baneedi:(smiled)Ithaganele

Jane:(laughed)Bye

Shehungupandsmiledmotivatedthenshepicked

upherpace.

AtJane'shouse....

MinuteslaterBaneediwalkedintheyardcarryingthe

smallcylindergasandasmallstoveontheother



hand.

Heputthem onthestoveandstoodby,henoticed

shetriedaxingafewpiecesoffirewoodfrom this

hugelogandprobablyfailedthenhefoldedthe

sleevesofhisTshirtsandpickedtheaxe.

Hechoppeditallupandpiledthewoodbyher

fireplace...

Hesatdownwaitingbutawhilepassedwhilehe

waited,partofhim wantedtocallheragainbut

knowingshewasprobablycarryingherdaughterhe

didn'twanttoputherunderpressure..

Henoticedherdrylinewasn'ttightthenhewalked

overandpulleditaroundthetreebrushmakingitas

tightaspossible,shewalkedthroughthegateand

smiledfrom adistance...



Jane:OhmyGodthankyou...Myblanketsdragon

thegroundwheniwashthem...Itriedtomakeit

tightbutitalwaysslipsoff.

Baneedi:(smiled)It'sok...

Sheuntiedherdaughterfrom herback,Banshelped

herandputherdown..

Bans:(tothebaby)Himadam...(laughed)shewas

sleeping...Youdisturbedher

Thebabystaggeredaroundlikeadrunkardwithher

eyesstillclosed,Banslaughedandpickedherup

thenheputheronhischestasshequicklyfell

asleep...

Bans:(laughed)Mothootalelwakeboroko

Jane:(laughed)Itslikesheisdeadwhensheis

asleep...Letmeputeverythinginsideandlockthe



door.Ibathedattheteachersquarters...(laughed)

Aftercleaningitakeoutmybathingsetfrom the

handbagandbathwithmydaughterlethapaka

metsiageyser.

Bans:(laughed)NowIknowwhyoleyellowsbone!

Theylaughedoutloudthensheputherthingsinside

andfollowedhim outthesmallgatewhileBaneedi

carriedthesleepingbaby...

AtFefe'sHouse....

MeanwhileFeferakedinfrontofthehousewhile

OdirileandNayakickedtheballbackandforth...

Fefe:Lantshenyetsakearianathe....Ketogakele

reikisa...Thebigonewillrakewhiletheyoungoneis

pickingtheleaves..



OdirilelaughedandpickedNayawavingheronthe

airastheycelebratedherkickingtheballharder...

BaneediandJanewalkedthroughthegate,Odirile

pausedandputherdown...Fefeturnedlookingat

them andpausedraking...

Bans:Higuys

Fefe:Hi

Odirile:Yeahmonna,(smiled)Wagotshwanela

yellowbonee

Bans:(laughedandturnedtoher)Wautwaakere?

Jane:(laughedblushing)Bathong!

Fefe:(smiled)Mmekanamybrotherisagoodboy

waitse?Ifyoudatehim you'llbehappy.

Jane:(laughed)Mothoobuelelamogolowe

Theyallcrackedlaughing,Jane'sbabyturnedaround



yawningandsmiledatNayathenshesliddown

smiling...Nayasmiledandhandedhertheball...

FefelookedatJaneandsmiledcuriously...

Fefe:Didwegotoschooltogether?IfeellikeI've

seenyousomewhere

Jane:IwenttoBosejaprimaryschool,Tsodilecjsss

thenMaunsenior..

Fefe:IwenttoTsodiloleMaunseniortoo,whatyear?

IguessIsawyouatschool..

TheladieschattedwhileOdirileturnedandsighed

lookingatBans...

Odirile:Howiswork?

Bans:It'sboringwithoutyou...



TheylaughedasFefeturnedaroundlookingatthe

house...

Fefe:Mypot...Janeyoucancomein...Takabana...

Janeheldbothkidsandwalkedinleavingtheguys

outside...

Fefe:(steeringthepot)Haveaseat...

JanesatdownandlookedatNayaassheplayed

withherdaughter...

Naya:Takemyflend...

Jane:Howoldisyourdaughternemma?Kanamy

daughterisn'tspeaking

Fefe:Sheis2,shewasbornonthe22August



Jane:EvenBellawasbornonthe22August...

*

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Sponsorscomingup,

takepartforustomeetthetargetsontimeforthe

bonusinsert.

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Fefe:Ok,butithinkit'sjustdelays...Childrenmeet

milestoneatdifferentstages..Doessheplaywith

others?

Jane:It'sjustmeandherbutI'm anadult,

Fefe:Butyoucanjusttalktoher...Youplaywithher

andmakesureyouspeak...Itcouldbealotofthings

butbeforeyoustressmakesureyouexploreevery

possibility.

Shepickedasmallbowlandturnedaround...

Fefe:(intentionallyraisinghervoice)Naya?!

Naya:Maa?!



NayagotupandranovergettingherplateasBella

watchedher...

Fefe:Whatdowesay?

Naya:Thankyou!

Fefe:Goodgirl!

Fefe:(calledout)Bella?!

Bella:(smiledgettingup)Maa!

Janefrownedshocked,hermouthdroppedasshe

smiledwatchingBellagetherplate..

Fefe:Whatdowesay?



BellasmiledshylytryingtorememberwhatNaya

said...

Naya:Thankyou

Bella:(mumbledshyly).....

Naya:(laughed)Thankyou

Witheveryonelookingather,Bellajustsmiledshyly

andsatnexttohernewlyfoundfriend.

Jane:Ican'tbelieveshesaidMaa?

Fefe:Ithinkthemoretheyplaythemoreshe'lllearn.

Jane:Ifeellikeifshegoestoapreschoolandplay

withothersshewillbebetter..

Fefe:Thatmightbetruebutyoumustalsoplaywith

her,talktoherandgiveherinstructions..

Jane:Ok...



Theladiescarriedonchatting.OutsideOdirile

handedBanshisphonethenhescrolledthroughhis

companyprofile...

Bans:Thingsarelookinggood...

Odirile:Yeah...It'sexhaustingbutibelieveI'llget

somethingfrom that...

Bans:Janeneedsajob...Iknowyou'vehiredpeople

alreadyandyou'redonewiththetrainingbut

anythingthat'savailableisfine.Sheisgoingthrough

hell,shewantstosupportherbaby

Odirile:Whereisherbabydaddy?Ihateitachildis

sufferingmmedirilwekebathobaletwo.

Bans:Apparentlyheleftanddeniedthebaby.Heis

married...

Odirile:Ok,I'lltalktoFefethenwewillfindher

something,don'tworry..

Bans:Thanks...Ireallyappreciateit..

Odirile:Didyoufuckheroryou'reworkingyourway

intoherskirt.



Bans:You'recrazy

Odirile:Welldidyou?Babymama'saresweetand

tight...

Banslookedathim,Odirilequicklypickedhowweird

itmusthavebeenforhim andsmiled...

Odirile:(smiled)Justsaying...(shrugged)generally

hela...Idon'ttouchyourbabysister...It'sfacelove...

Banslaughedthenhelaughed...

Odirile:(stoppedsmiling)Butseriously...Iloveher...

Ifthereissomeonewhoisgoingtogethurtitmight

be...I'm takingachance...youknowhowunluckyi

am withwomen.

Bans:ButFefewon'thurtyou...Iactuallythinkyou

twoareagoodmatch.Ifyouweren'tmyfriendwhoi

knowisdirtyinbedI'dprobablybehappywithout



reservationsbutiknowyouhavesomesick

fantasies.

Odirile:(laughed)igetit...Iunderstand...

AtThamiso'sfathers..

MeanwhileThamiwalkedintheofficeandpulledthe

chairthenhegrabbedthephoneanddialed

someone..

Voice:Hello?

Thami:Hi,itsTJ

Voice:Ohyes.Iwastryingtofindyouagoodprivate

investigatorbecauseI'm busywithanothercase

Thami:No,iwantyouornothing.

Voice:Junioryoudon'tunderstand...I'm onacase

yasomepolitician.Itsasensitivecase...

Thami:No,iwantyou.You'lltellmewhenyou're



startingbecauseiwantmydaughter...Shecouldbe

goingthroughhelloutthere..

Voice:Butmyscheduleistootight...

Thami:I'llfindhermyselfthen,ifineedanythingI'll

letyouknow...Cheers.

HehungupthenheclickedonFefe'saccountand

savedherpicturewithNayathenhebeguntypinga

post.Hedidn'tunderstandwhatthelongprocesses

wereallaboutorwhythehospitalwassoslowto

handoverthenamesofthemothersandhewas

sickandtiredofwaiting...

"2yearsagoonAugust22,mygirlfriendatthetime

deliveredababy...WenamedherNaya...Butastime

wenteveryonearoundmetoldmeshewasn't.I

defendedmygirlwitheverythinginmeuntilimyself

startedseeingwhatotherpeoplesawthenitested

mydaughter.IfoundoutI'm notherfatherandIwas

furious.Theonlylogicalexplanationwasher

cheatingsoidumpedher.Iquicklymovedonand



nowwejustfoundoutthatmyexisn'tthemother

eitherwhichmeansthebabieswereswappedatthe

hospital.Thisisanongoingcaseandishouldn'tbe

doingthisbutI'm adesperatefather...Ifyou

deliveredyourbabyonthe22August2yearsagoin

Letsholathebepleasegetincontactwithme

becauseaccordingtohearsaytherewasabout3to

5babies.Pleasetalktomesowecanfixthis."

Hepostedtheinformationandsighedleaningback

aspeoplebegunsharingthepost...

Aboutanhourpassedwhilehesattheregoing

throughcommentsthenhereceivedacallfrom the

leadingDetective...

Thami:Hello?

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

Thami:Whatanyfatherwoulddo,whatdoyouwant

metodo?Stayhereandwaitforyouknowingyou'll



takeweeks?Noman.Justdoyourpartandleaveme

alone...

Him:Iunderstandthatyou'refrustratedbut-

Thami:Pleasedon't...Helpmefindmydaughter.

Don'tjudgeme...

Hehungupandsighedgoingbacktothecomments

thenhereceivedamessage.Heclickedonitand

lookedatthepicture..

Message:Thisissister'sdaughter,shewasbornon

August22.Pleasesendyournumbersowecantalk..

Hestaredatthebaby'spictureandsmiledthenhe

sentthepicturetoFefe.

Thami:Bona...Pleasetellmemymindisn'tplaying

tricksonme.ThiswasherreplyaftermyFacebook

post.Canwegoseehertogether?



Fefe:Isitarealpictureorit'sfrom theInternet?

Thami:Babe?!Really?Shelookslikeyou...Sheis

beautifuljustlikeyou.Canwego?

*

*

*

*

.
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Hewaiteddesperatelyasshetypedthereply...

Fefe:Ican'tgowithoutOd,heistheonewho

believedinmefrom theverybeginning.

Thami:Yeahbutwe'retheparents.Wemadethis

babytogether.

Fefe:Goaloneorwegotogetherwithhim.And

pleasedon'tcallme"babe".Iam someone's

girlfriend.GasennakegodampileThami,pleasetry

torespectmyrelationship.

Thami:Sonowwhateveriwanttodiscussaboutmy

daughterhastogothroughhim?

Fefe:Notthroughhim,andtherearethingsI'll

definitelydiscussandagreeonwithyoureletwobut

I'llalwaysupdatehim abouteverything.I'm justnot

goingwithyoureletwo,butletmetalktohim first

andhearwhathethinks.



Thami:Doeshecontrolyou?Bonaletmecall,ican't

typelongmessages.

Hedialedherbutshecutthecall...

Fefe:Givemeamomenttotalktohim.

Thami:Pleasepickthecall.You'lltalktohim after

Fefe:No.

Hesighedandleanedbackthoughtfully...

AtOfentse'sHouse....

MeanwhileOfentseputthephoneonthekitchenunit

andturnedaroundlookingoutthewindow,Odirile

andherbrotherweresittingunderthetreechatting...

Jane:AreyouOK?



Ofentse:Yeah,Nayaisnotmydaughterbiologically.

Webelievetheywereswitchedatthehospital...The

fatherofmychildhaddoneaDNAalone,assoonas

hefoundouthewasn'tthefatherhedumpedme...It

washorribleandembarrassing...Therewasafamily

meetingandpeopledidn'tbelieveme.Odbelieved

andwetestedNaya...Thepoliceareonitbutthis

guyiscallingmeaboutsomeonesayingherniece

wasbornon22Augusttoo..

Jane'sheartskippedthenshelookedatBellaand

lookedbackatFefe...Tearsfilledhereyesasshe

lookedbackatBella...

Jane:Bellawasbornon22August...Ware2years

backright?

Fefe:Wemetattheward!!

Jane:That'swhereisawyou....

Sheputherhandsoverhermouthandburstinto



tears,Fefe'seyestearedupasshehuggedher...

Jane:Fefekesotilwekebatho...I'velosteverythingi

workedhardfor,andnoI'm nottalkingaboutaman...

I'm talkingaboutabusinessandahouse..Ithought

heistheoneelegorewewillbegettingmarriedso

wethoughtlet'sbuildahousefirstbeforegetting

married.Wesoldmyplotandstartedabusiness

thenbuiltahouseelegorehewouldbetalkingtohis

fatheraboutmarryingme...ThenBellacamebrown

assheis...Myexwasacolouredwithbrowneyes...

Hebeatmethatnight,iwokeupatthehospitalnot

knowingwheremydaughterwas...Bellaspent3

dayswithmyneighbourbecauseicouldn'teven

openmyeyes.Icoughedbloodandimiscarriedthe

babyiwascarrying...Iwassixmonthspregnantbut

hekickedmeonthestomach...Myfamilydidn't

care...Therewasameetingtoobutiwascalled

names...Mychildwascallednameslikeablack

thing...Myfamilywasangrywithmesomuchthat

mostofthem don'ttalktomebecausetheythinkI'm

aliar...Evenmyfriendstoppedtalkingtome...I



didn'tunderstandwhy...Tothisdateiwouldwakeup

atnightandwonderwhy...RightnowI'm alaundry

ladyandistayinasetswanatraditionalhut.I

openedacaseagainsthim butidon'tknowhowthat

ended....Iusedtothinkwomenwhoareabused

don'treportbutsometimesyourcasemeetsa

horriblepoliceofficerwhofearspeoplewhoare

from bignames...Theysaidtheywouldcallmeuntil

today.Heismarriedandhiswifelivesinmyhouse...

Herlipstrembledasshestoppedtalkingandrubbed

hertears...

Jane:Idon'twanttoloseBella...Ifeellikenoone

willunderstandherproblem thanme...Togaago

bitswamaina...Butialsowantmyrealbaby...

Fefe:(tearfully)Iknowwhatyoumean...That'swhy

feartoo...Nayatalkstoomuch,andifyoudon't

knowheryou'llbeatherallday...

Jane:(lookingatNaya)Whatifsheismine?



Fefe:It'spossible...(lookingatBella)Bellacouldbe

minetoo...Sheisbrownbutican'tsaythereareany

similaritiesbetweenusandher,onlyatestcanhelp...

Especiallybecausethereisanotherbabyinvolved.

Doyouremembertheotherladies?

Jane:No..

Thamisocalledagainthenshesighed...

Fefe:LetmetalktoOd

Jane:Ok...

Theywalkedoutandheadedtothetree....

AtRragweThamiso'soffice....

Thamisothoughtfullystoodbythewindowlooking

atthetraffic,amemoryofFefe'ssadfacewhenhe



stoppedforwithCocointhefrontseatthatday...

Shelookedsotiredandshehadlostweight...Didn't

paymuchattentiontohermakeuplikesheusually

didbefore...Thedeeppainofhercryingsurrounded

bybothfamilieswhilestillmaintainingher

innocence,hismotherandsister'sremarks.

AndnowOdirilewouldgetallthatjustbecausea

midwifewascareless?Therewasaknockonthe

doorthenCocowalkedin...

Coco:Hibabe...Canwetalk?

Heturnedaroundandlookedatherwithhiseyeballs

floatingontears....

Coco:Areyoucrying?

Heturnedawayandlookedoutside,Cocowalked



overandhuggedhim from behind....

Coco:What'sgoingon?

Thami:(puthishandsinthepockets)Pleasegiveme

somespace...Idon'twanttohurtyou.

Coco:(stillhugginghim from behind)Talktome...

Thami:Icametoyoubecauseiwasheartbroken...I

thoughtthewomanIspentyearswithlovingand

beingfaithfultohadcheatedonme...Ididn'tjust

accuseherihadproof...Ittookmeawhiletoget

overthathurtbuticametoyoubecauseyouwere

thesecondbestthingafterher.Nowthatsheis

innocentandiknowthatI'vehurtherwhenshealso

didn'tunderstandthisunexplainablesituationifeel

guilty...Ionlyleftherbecauseithoughtshe

cheated...Ineverstoppedlovingher...Shedidn't

cheatsomothowamodimohakebuannetehelaha

pelegamodimonnakeipatelaFefehela..Idon't

knowhowI'm goingtogetherbackorifthingswill

everbethesamebutiwantherandI'm readyto

fightforher.Atthispointidon'tcareifshedoesn't



wantme...It'sexactlyhowsheissupposedtofeel.

Arelesekalenyalolarona...I'm willingtobeyour

friend.IfitsofanyconsolationI'llbuyyouapresent

forthedivorce...Ifyouforgivemeforplayingwith

yourfeelingitwillmeanalotbecauseI'm nota

womaniser.Iwasneverthat..I'vealwayssurvived

withmysalaryfrom mypassionbutihaveshares

here...Igetsomethingeverymonththoughinever

useit...I'llgetsomeandbuyyouacarthatyouwant,

I'llalsopayforyourtickettoDubaiwithafriendor

crushorsomething...

Cocosmiledandletgoofhim thenshewalked

aroundandfacedhim...

Coco:(smiled)Anycar?

Thami:Yeah...

Coco:EvenBenz?

Thami:Youcangetittodayifyouwant...

Coco:(smiled)OKnnyaaBenztabeonthatsitswe



peloexhubby...DiralediticketstsaDubailemadia

shopping.I'llgocrytherewithmysisters...Makeit3

tickets,mysisterswillpayfortheirownshopping

andotherthings..Kebatagoreafteralongdayof

shoppingabekerewine,gaketshwaraplugabeke

lelakere"Thamiiicomeeebaaaack"gakekuathata

bantshwerekesekakakobiwakoDubai..Ihear

lawsarestrictthere...

Thamilookedatherandlaughed...

Thami:Ican'tbelieveyou'djustgetovermelikethat,

I'm actuallyoffended...

Coco:Dudeyou'renotmoney.Nomanislovedmore

thanmoney...

Theylaughedlookingatoneanotherthenshe

stoppedlaughinghidingthatpain,shetookadeep

breathandplacedherhandoverhischest...



Coco:IhopeonedayI'llfindamanwholovesme

thewayyouloveFefe..

Heleanedoverandhuggedher,theystoodthere

huggingforaboutaminutethenheleanedbackand

smiledpinchingher..

Thami:You'rebeautifulinandoutside...I'venodoubt

inmymindyou'llfindone.Ijustwishyou'dusethis

moneytoinvestbuttheniunderstandpampering

yourselfafterthiswouldalsotothetrick...

Coco:Thankyou...(smiled)IthinkI'm thefirst

persontobegivenapresentforthedivorce.Thank

youforbeinghonestwithme...Lennagonekea

thaloganyabecauseialsothoughtshecheated..

Thami:Thanks..Letmetrytomakesome

transactions

Coco:Okbye...

Shetookafewstepsandturnedaroundlookingat



him...

Coco:Ihopesheseesthepaininyoureyesand

forgivesyoubecauseyouwereavictim too,you

livedwiththepainofthatmidwife'scarelessness..

Thami:Thanksforunderstanding.Irespectthat.

Coco:(smiled)Sure...

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedoutasclosingthe

doorbehindher.Hisphonerangthenhesmiledand

picked...

Thami:Hei...

Fefe:Hi,wherecanwemeet?

Thami:I'llpickyouup

Fefe:No,justtellmewherethebabyis..I'm withthe

othermotherwhosechildwasbornwithNaya.

Thami:Let'smeetatWimpyinanhour...



Fefe:Ok,

Hisphonerangthenhehungupandpickedthe

incomingcall...

Thami:Hello?

Lady:(panicked)Hi,ijustsawyourposton

Facebook....ideliveredababytheretoo...iremember

thatladyonthepicture...(swallowed)Shouldwecall

thepoliceormeetyou?Myhusbandandiwouldlike

toseeyourbabyandgettested.

Thami:Ok,let'smeetatWimpyinanhour.

Her:Ok,bye...OhGod!Mybabyisalive.(burstinto

tearscrying)

Man:Babeit'sok...Let'snotgettooexcited..

AtWimpy....



LateronOfentseandOdirilewalkedinfollowedby

JaneandBaneediwiththefather'scarryingthe

children.TheyspottedThamisittingatthefarcorner

withaladyandherdaughter,theyjoinedinandtook

theirseatseachofthem studyingthechildrenfor

similarities...

Thami:ThisisFefe,sheisthemotherofmychild..

Fefe:Hello...

Jane:Hi

Lady:Irecogniseyoutwo

Fefe:Irememberyouwerewearingapinksilky

gown...Oratagobuaosebabonnese

Theylaughedoutloudthenanotherladywalkedin

withherhusbandholdinganenvelope...

Theyallturnedaroundlookingather,withbrown

eyesandlightbrownhairshesmiledlookingateach



babythenshecoveredhermouthlookingatNaya

andburstintotearscrying...

Her:OhmyGod!Shelooksjustlikeheroldersisters..

Husband:(swallowed)Ohfuck!

ShesteppedoverandgentlypickedNayathenher

husbandputtheenvelopeonthetableastheyeach

lookedatNaya....

Thami:Whereiayourbaby?Isaidweallcomewith

ourbabiesjusttoseeoneanother'skidsbefore

doingtheactualtestandinvolvingthepolice.

Husband:Oursdrownedinthepoolsixmonthsago...

Heopenedtheenvelopeandputthem down.



Husband:Theseareherpictures,theseoneswere

takenatthefuneral...Weeachhavemoreonour

socialmediaaccounts.

Alltheirheartsskippedastheyeachpickedapicture

lookingatthelatebabygirl...

*

*

*
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AtWimpy....

Fefelookedatthepictureofthebabypeacefully

lyinginthecoffinandputitdown.

Shepickeditupandlookedatheragainthensheput

itdown.

Thami'sheartpoundedashelookedatthebaby,her

cheeksandlipslookedsomuchlikeFefe...Acold

chillrandownhisspineashegentlyputitdownand

sighed...

OdirilelookedatitandlookedatFefe'slipsthenhe

putitdown...



ThewifetouchedNaya'shairandkissedhercheek

beforehugginghertightlyastearsfilledhereyes..

FefestoodupandgrabbedNayafrom herarms..

Fefe:Bringmydaughter....Idon'tlikeyouatall.

Her:Thisismydaughter!Youcanallseeit!Bringmy

baby...

Husband:Sweetheartcalm down

Jane:Andyoudon'tcarethatyoudidn'tbringthe

babyliketherestofus?

Mother:Exactly,andsheisnotevensittingdown...

Howdoyouknowsheisyours?Thereisonemore

mothermissing.Youknowtherewere5ofus.

Her:Whywon'tsheletmetakemychild?Idon't

needaDNAtest...Ithoughtilostmybabybutsheis

alive!Allofyoucanseesheismydaughter...She

hasmyeyesandthecolourofmyhair...Sheismy



daughter...

Fefe:Itdoesn'tmatter,you'renottakingmy

daughter...

Her:I'm callingthepolice..

Odirile:Doyoureallyhavetogetyourdaughterlike

thatthough?Let'ssaysheisindeedyourdaughter...

Isthatthekindofarelationshipyouwanttohave

withus?Becauseweraisedher...Weknowher

betterthanyou...

Her:Keganamoaganangkangwanake...(toFefe)

Ladybringmydaughter...YousaidtheDNAtest

provedyou'renotherparents

ThamiandOdirilebothstoodupatthesametime

andpointedtothedoor...

Thami:Meetingyouwasclearlyabadidea.

Odirile:Goaway,callthepolice...DemandaDNA

testwhichtakesabout3daysthenwaitforyour

courtdatewhichmaytakemonthsifyou'relucky,



thenmaybeayearortwofrom nowonyou'llhavea

chancetoholdmydaughteragain.Untilthenleave

anddon'tcontactus.Galenamaitseoleremorse..

Him:(sincerely)Guysinperfectlyunderstandwhy

you'reoffended...Iwouldbetoo..Canwetalk?I'llput

mywifeundercontrol...Ipromise.

Allthreeguyslookedatoneanotherwithoutaword,

justglares...

Him:Please...

Odirile:Fine...

Theyalltookaseatasthewifesatnexttoher

husband...

Thami:Weweren'tdonewithintroductions..

Mother:Iam Tumi....MydaughterisPaige...I'm a

singlemother.Herfatherlongleftmetheminutei



toldhim I'm pregnant.Iam anaccountantby

professionsothelittleigetfrom workihavebeen

abletotakecareofher.Ican'tsayI'venoticed

anythingunusualaboutmydaughter..Herfatheris

brownsohernotbeingtoolightdidn'tbotherme...

Mysistershowedmethepostandiwasshocked...

Odirile:Accordingtoyou..Lookingatallthese

parentswhowouldyouthinkaretheparentsoryou

thinksheisyours?

Tumi:Well,shehasThamiso'seyesandmouth,

looksliketheircomplexiontoo..Shealsogenerally

lookslikeFefebutidon'tknowbecauseeventhe

latebabylooklikeher..

Fefe:I'm justscaredbecausethereisapossibilityof

mewalkingoutofthiswithoutmydaughter...Idon't

knowwhyI'm sosadaboutthatbaby...iwanttodo

thetest.

Odirile:Whataboutthemissingwoman?



Wife:Let'salldothetests?Thosewhocanwillget

theirssothatwhoeverisleftwithnothingcanstart

lookingforthatwomanandherbaby.Someofus

havebusinessmeetingsonZoom..Wecan'tafford

tosithereallday..

Husband:Shhh...

Shetookoutherphoneandpresseditwhilesecretly

takingpicturesofNayathensheconcentratedon

herphonewhileotherstalked...

"It'samiracle...IoweGodalot...Itturnsoutthe

childrenwereswappedatthehospitalsomy

daughterisalive. Imagine... Ifeelsoemotional.

Ijustwanttotakemybabyhomebuttheother

parentswon'tletmegatweDNAtest...Lookather

andtellmesheisn'tmine..."

ShepostedandcontinuedreplyingherFacebook

friends...



MeanwhileOdirilestaredatthepictureandturned

lookingatbabyPaigethoughtfully...

Jane:IfeellikeNayaismine,Paigeisdefinitelynot

mine...

Tumi:WhendowedotheDNAtests?

Wife:Tomorrowisfine...Aftergettingthetested

whatdowedo?Canwejustpeacefullydoitout

court?

Fefe:No,wemustgotocourt,wealsoneedtoknow

whathappenedtothatbaby...Weneedknowifit

wasthroughcarelessness..Thatbabywasbrown

skinnedwhilebothofyouarepurelight,whatifyou

justdidn'tlikeher?Howdoesa2yeardrownina

poolunderyourcare?

Wife:Shewasplayingwithothersinthepoolandher

floatercameoffwhileshewasatthedeepend.

Thami:Soyouwerecareless?AnywaysI'm gladto

havemetallofyou..Wewilleachfindoutown.



Odirile'sphonethenhelookedatthescreenand

frowned..

Odirile:Hello?...Goodafternoon...Whichplaceis

this?...OK,isthesecurityguardok?....Callthepolice.

I'llbethereinaminute....

HehungupandlookedatFefe,shesmiledandgave

him athumbsup.Hestoodupandshooktheir

hands...

Odirile:Ihavetogotakecareofsomething.Ihope

toseeyouagain..

Hestoodupandwalkedout,Thamitookadeep

breathandsighedgettingcomfortable.

Thami:SotomorrowwemeetfortheDNAresult?

Tumi:I'm readytodaynow..Can'twedoittoday?



Wife:Yesplease...

Fefe:Idon'thavemoney

Wife:Sheismine,ithinkwejustneedonetestto

takecareofthis.

Fefe:Westillneedtofindoutwhosebabydied

Wife:Butifanyoneisinterestedwecanjustshow

youthegravesoyoucanexhumethebody...That

wouldbebetweenyouandthecourtatthattime..

Jane:Idon'thavemoneyforthetests,iguessI'll

waitfortheremainingbaby.Ifeveryoneisableto

identifytheirsthentheremainingoneismine.

Bans:Wewillgetthemoney...Justnottoday.

Thami:I'llpayforyourtest..

Bans:Thanks..

Thami:Sure...

Husband:(lookedatthetime)Canwego?

Theyallstoodupandwalkedoutasthewifesmiled



atNaya...

Her:CanIholdher?

Fefe:No!

FefewalkedpastherandheadedtoThamiso'scar

wheresheputherinthebackandbuckledher

beforegettinginfrontseat.Thamisogotinthecar

anddroveoff....

AtOdirile'soffice...

LateronOdirilesteppedoutofthetaxiashisphone

receivedtheFNBmessage,heclickedonitand

smiledlookingattheclient'spayment...

Heputthephonebackinhispocketandapproached

thebuildingwherethesecurityguardwasarguing

withsomeguy.Asheapproachedthemantookout



hisknifeandgentlythrewitatOdirileasifhewanted

him tocatchit...Odirilecaughttheknifeand

frowned...

Odirile:What'sgoingon?

Him:Waitthat'syourboss?Ididn'tmeanthisguy

Guard:Itoldyouyou'rewrong

Him:I'm sorry...(toOD)BrayakaI'm sorry...Icame

hereformymoneybutyou'rethewrongperson...

Odirile:Wakolotiwa?

Him:Yes...(laughed)Ithoughtifiscaredhim witha

knifehewouldpayme...

Odirilelaughedandhandedhim the

Knife,withtheblackleathergloveshecaughtthe

knifeandcarefullyheldit...

Him:Thanks,againmanI'm sorry



Odirile:It'sok

Heturnedandgotinthecarthenhedroveoff...

Atthetesting....

LateronThamiwaitedbythecarasFefeandJane

talkedthenshewalkedawayandjoinedBans..

Heopenedthedoorforherthenshegotin,hegot

Nayaandlaidheronthebackseatbeforestarting

thecar...

Thami:Ishouldn'thitthebreaksorsheisfalling.

Fefe:Ok...

Heturnedlookingatherthenhetouchedhercheek,

shereachedforthedoorthenhelockedit...



Fefe:Thamiplease...Don't...

Thami:Whynot?

Helookedinhereyesandquicklyleanedover

kissingher.

Fefe:I'm notcheatingonmyman,doyou

understandme?ThenexttimeyoudothisOdirilewill

knowaboutit.You'reselfcentered!

Sheopenedthedoorandsteppedoutthenshegot

herdaughterandwalkedawaywavingforataxi...

THREEDAYSLATER......

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.
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Attheoffice...

EarlyinthemorningOdiriledroppedeachsecurity

guardoffandheadedhome,theextentofthe

sleepinessmadehiseyelidssoheavyitfeltlikeone

blinkhe'djustfallasleepbehindthewheel...Clearly

workinganightshiftandpickingeveryoneinthe

morningwasabadidea...Fefewasgoingtopick

eachemployee,that'siftheyreallyhaveto...Maybe

heneededtoconsiderlettingeachemployeedeal

withtheirtransportationissue...

Minuteslaterheparkedthecarandgotoutyawning,

thedooropenedbeforehecouldknockthenhe

walkedin...

Fefe:(laughed)Shem waotselagore...



Hetookoffhisjacketandsatonthebedtakingoff

hisshoesthenhecrawledupth3bedandlaiddown

fallingasleepinstantly..

Fefepulledtheduvetoverhim andfinishedfixing

Naya'shairthenshegotthecarkeysandleft..

Minuteslatershepulledintothepreschooldrop-off

pointandopenedthedoor,theteacherassistant

pickedherupandwavedatFefe..

Naya:ByebyeMama

Fefe:Byebyebaby..

Shedroveoffasherphonerang....Shelookedatthe

screenanditwasthatwomanagain...Sherolledher

eyesandcontinueddriving...



Forsomereasonshejustfeltthiswomandidn't

deserveNaya,imagineawomanlikeherlivingwith

herdaughterandrubbingoffherselfcentered

attitudeonherlittlegirl...

Riri:Ifshekilledsomeone'sdaughterthenshe

doesn'thaveadaughter...

FefeturnedaroundandlookedatRirithenshekept

driving...

Fefe:You'renotreal...You'rejustafigmentofmy

imagination...I'm notgoingtoentertainyou

anymore...

Riri:IsItOdirilegivingyouideasbecausehewants

toreplacemeinyourlife...Thamiisfinewithme..

Nowyouthinkyou'recrazy?

FefekeptquietandcontinueddrivinglikeRiriwasn't

talkingtoher...



Riri:Youdon'ttalktomenow?Youknowicanturn

thiscararoundrightinthemiddleoftheroad?What

makesyouthinkyoucanignoreme?(screaming)I'm

talkingtoyou!

Fefestoppedatthetrafficlights,justtomakesure

thiswasallinherheadshelookedatthecarparking

onthesidetoseeiftheycouldhearRiriscreaming

butthedriverwasjustcalm,infacthesmiledand

wavedatherthenshesmiledback...

Him:FinallysawOd'sgirl,you'rebeautiful!

Fefe:(smiled)Thankyou..

Shefrownedconfusedthensherememberedthe

companycar...

Riri:Fefe?Ifyoudon'ttalktomemysoulwillwonder



offandeventuallylosemywayhome...Wearetwins...

Weareone...Ilostmylifetryingtosaveyou.You

couldhavediedthatday...Youknowverywellwhat

happened...

Tearsfilledhereyesasguiltstruckherthenher

phonerangagain...

Fefe:Hello?

Thami:Hey..

Fefe:Weareatthecentergettingtheresults,aren't

youcoming?

Fefe:I'm justpassingbythrofficetoletour

receptionistinthenI'm coming.

Thami:Our?Isn'tthatOdirile'scompany?

Fefe:No,it'soursandheworksnightshirtthisweek

soimusttakecareofeverythingduringtheday.

Thami:Soheissleepingnow?

Fefe:Yes,I'llbethereinaminute..



Thami:Cool

Shehungupandcontinueddrivingthenshenoticed

Ririwasgone,shelookedonthemirrorandsighed

driving...

AtAsa'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAsalepelesatdownwithaplate

offoodandbeguneatingthenshepulledherbooks

overandbegunreading...

Herbigbrother'sfaceflushedinhermemory,the

shutteredlookhegaveherwhenshetalkedback

whilehescoldedherforsleepingoutatnight...How

henarratedthedifficultyoflifeshouldshedropout

ofschool...Allthedreamshehadaboutherandhow

muchhealwaysprotectedherandsaidhislittle

sisterwouldonlyhavesexwithaguyhetrusts...

Tearsfilledhereyesasthefoodshewaseating



camebackupherthroat...

Sheleanedintothebathingbucketandthrewup

insidethenshewipedhermouthandsatdown.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthensheopenedthe

door,herheartskippedasshelockedeyeswith

youngman,shewasn'tevensurewhatitwasabout

him buthehadthiscriminalface...Wasitthe

earningonhisear?Orwasithisdarklipsthat

showedheprobablysmokedeveryday...Ormaybeit

wasthebuckethat..

Him:Hi,theycallmeScavenger..

Asa:Whatdoyouwant?

Scavengerwalkedin,Asajumpedoutbuthe

grabbedherfrom behindandclosedthedoor,she

screamedbuthecoveredhermouthbeforeshe

couldbeheard.Hewavedpillsbeforeherface...



Scavenger:Iwasn'tdoneintroducingmyself...My

nameisScavengerbutI'm alsoknownasthe

problem solverakathesweeper.I'm heretosolve

theproblem insideyourstomach...

Herheartskippedasshetriedscreamingbuther

screamedweremuffledbyhishandcoveringher

mouth.

Scavenger:Stopscreamingbecauseifyoudon'tI'm

goingtohavetohityouunconsciousandtieyouup

thenshovethesepillsupyourpussy.Don'tworry,

you'renotmytype...Doyouwanttodothisthe

peacefulwayorthehardway?Nodoncefortheeasy

way..

Shenoddedthenheletgoofher..

Scavenger:Layonthebed...

Asa:Mybabyisbig,therearemovements.



Scavenger:Layonthebed..Andpleasetakeoffyour

panties..

Hetookouthospitalglovesandputthem onthenhe

tookthepillandgentlypusheditinsideher...

Scavenger:(moaned)Perksofbeingme...You'reso

warm andsoftinside...Icouldneverbeadoctoror

midwifeiftheygettofeelapussycloseand

personallikethis..

Asaputherhandoverhermouthcryingasheput

theotherpillsinsidethenhegentlypulledher

pantiesupandfixedherwell.

Scavenger:Don'tworry,I'm problem solverI'm nota

rapist...Ihaveagirlfriendandsheismuchmore

sexierthanyou...Keneelwakukueverymorning

beforeshegoestowork...



HegotupandsatonthecouchwatchingTV...Asa

slowlygotupandlookedathim..

Asa:Youcangoakereyou'redone

Scavenger:(laughed)Soyoucanpushthem out?

Hellno,I'm hereuntilthatthingiscomingout.We

haveanursewaitingonstandbyjustforyou...Wa

ratiwawabona?Laydown...I'llholdontoyour

phonefornow...Let'swatchTV...

ShewipedhertearsstaringattheTVwhile

ScavengerwatchedTV....

Attheoffice...

LateronJanewalkedinandjoinedothermothers,

Paige'smothersmiledatherwhilethewifeglanced

atheronceandcontinuedpressingherIPhonewith

manicurenailsandashinydiamondring...



Jane:Dumelang...

Tumi:Hi...

Thami:Hi

Husband:Hello

Wife:Can'ttheygiveusourresults?Clearlythislady

isn'tseriousaboutthis...Wehavebetterthingstodo

thantobegroupeduplikedikgomodiyamogotheng

andbreathingthesameair...Mxm!

Husband:Shesaidsheiscoming...

Thamilookedatherthoughtfullythenhelooked

away.Fefepacedoverandsighedasshearrived...

Wife:Finally,wereyouridingatortoise?

Fefe:Awhat?

Wife:Cansomeonepleasetellthem weareallhere?

Ronarebusy,wehavelivesandmoneytomake...



Thami:You'reluckyyou'renotmywife,neketilego

gophanyamolomoga1helaandyou'dnever

behavelikethisinpublic.(tothehusband)Oweak

mista...Oweak....You'reaonlyamanbecauseyou

haveadick,otherwiseyoudon'tbelongtoour

gender.

Him:Saysamanwhodumpedhisgirlfriendfora

babyswitched

Thami:Atleastileft,what'sworseisfindingoutyou

haveabrownbabywhenyou'rebothverylight

skinned..Wearestillgoingtoinvestigatethatbaby's

death..Youbetterprayitsnotminebecauseidon't

believeinKarma.I'dtakeyouHeadon...

Theofficersteppedoutwiththeresultsandsmiled...

Her:Goodmorningagain...Tumisang?...Jane?...

Ofentse?..(paused)Pho-Phoe-

Wife:Phoebe...ormaybeyouwantedittobewritten



Fibiforyoutogetitright?

Her:Sorry...Phoebe...Thanksforthecorrection.Its

abeautifulname.

Phoebeignoredherandturnedtotheresultspage

asherhusbandleanedoverhershoulder.

FefeandThamireadtheirresultsandlookedatone

another...

TumiandJanelookedatoneanotherandlookedat

FefeandTumi...

*

*

*

*
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Phoebegaspedandjumpedscreaming...

Phoebe:Yeesss!Iknewit...That'smybabe...

Shepausedandlookedatherhusband...

Phoebe:(tearfully)Itoldyou,apologise...Apologise!

Hestoodupandhuggedherassheburstintotears

crying...

Phoebe:Youneverbelievedme..

Husband:Shhh...Babestoptalking...



Hekissedhercheekandrubbedhercheeks..

Husband:Iloveyou...I'm sorry...

TheyhuggedasThamisoandFefeturnedlookingat

Jane,shelookedbackatthem andswallowed...

Jane:Theresultsaysheisnotmine...Sheisyours

right?

Fefe:(noddedsadly)I'm sorry..

Jane:(smiledtearfully)I'm justgladmydaughteris

goingtoagoodhome...Sheisgoingtohave

everythingicouldn'tgiveher...

Shelookeddownandrubbedhereyestryingnotto

cry...

Jane:Noneofthesechildrenaremineexceptthe



latebaby

Bans:Butthedeadbabyisbrown,you'resoyellow

andthefathertoo...Sincethereisonemorebaby

missingweshouldn'tlosehope.Naya,Paigeand

Bellawereswitchedrightafterbirth...Maybethe

deadbabyandthemissingonewereswitchedafter..

Whoknows,thosemidwivesseem tobesoignorant.

Idon'tknowhowlotsofbabiesgetswappedlike

this...Theyweretryingtodosomething...Itcan'tbe

justacoincidence.

Jane:Itstillwon'tchangethatifoolishlytookcareof

anotherwoman'schildwhileanotherwomanfailed

todothesameformine.

TumiturnedandhuggedJane...

Tumi:I'm sorry...

Jane:It'sok...Whataboutyou?

Tumi:sheismine

Jane:I'm happyforyou...



Phoebeturnedaroundfixingherweave...

Phoebe:Iwantmydaughter...Whencanwegether?

Fefe:Ithoughtwehadanunderstanding,weare

supposedtocallthedetectiveandtellthem the

result.

Phoebe:Youcancallthedetectives,idon'tcare

whatyoudo...Ijustwantmydaughter...ThisDNA

testprovessheismydaughterandyou'renother

mothersolegallyyoudon'thavetherighttocontrol

her.Iwantmybaby....

Fefe:Sheisatschool!

Phoebe:fine,illgoprepareherroom forherandbuy

herclothesofherstandard.InoticedshewearsPep

Idon'tdothat..Don'tpackanythingforher,justgive

meherdocuments.I'm surethecourtwillfinalisefor

herbirthcertificatetobecorrected...(walkingaway)

Buyladies...



Sheandherhusbandheldhandswalkingout.

AtAsa'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAsapushedscreamingwitha

clothtiedaroundhermouth...

Scavenger:(holdingherhand)Wecandothismy

love...Onemorepush..5monthsitcan'tbeanything

biggerthanabanana..

Asaclenchedherjawsasherpussystretchedand

poppedoutthefetusthesizeofanorange...

Thenursepickeditupwiththewithatowelandput

itasideasAsaturnedherheadlookingatthefetus

thenshenoticedthetinyfingersmoving..



Asa:(crying)Sheismoving,letmefeedher..

Theyturnedandstaredatthefetuses,afew

secondspassedandshemovedhertongueand

quiveredherchin..

Nurse:OhmyGod!

Shestoodupandsteppedback,Asapickedherbaby

andputhertoherchest,shewasthesizeofher

breastandshewasn'tsurehowtobreastfeedbut

herarm easilyshapedhernippleforthebaby...She

triedtosuckbutshecouldn't..

Asa:Pleasetakemetothehospitalbeforeshedies...

Scavengerdialedsomeoneandpacedupanddown...



Scavenger:It'sbreathing...It'smovinghisfingers...

No,ican'tdothatno...I'm notamurderer,I'm not

panicking.Idon'tkillbabies...Ok,ok!I'lldoit.I'llget

ridofit,ipromise...Sheisasgoodasgone.

Scavengerwalkedbackandgotthetinybabyfrom

herhands..

Scavenger:(tothenurse)Finishherup...Tobyis

outsideasyoursecurity.Ihavetotakecareofthis...

Asa'sheartpoundedasshewatchedhim walkout...

Asa:Please...IpromiseI'llstayaway...Don'tkillmy

bab-

Thedoorslammed....



AtFefe'sHouse...

LateronFefewalkedinthehousewithNayaandsat

onthebedlookingathersheplayedclueless.There

wasaknockthensheopenedthe,Phoebestepped

backandsighed..

Phoebe:Hi,I'm hereformygirl.

Fefe:Itoldyoutocomelater

Phoebe:Idon'tknowwhyyoucan'tgogetyour

daughterbutilovemineandI'm notsleepingwithout

her...Youcanseesheismydaughter,whatmoredo

youwant?Tomakenewswithmydaughter?

Fefe:Newshow?IhearyoupostedheronInstagram

Phoebe:Eeidon'tusethevillageappiflenkemetse

kovillageapp.Mphengwanake...Shestayedina

oneroom forfartoolong.Shedeservesbetter.

Fefewalkedbackinsidethehouseandtearfully



lookedatNayathenshepickedherupandwalkedto

thedoorwherePhoebegotherfrom her.

Phoebe:Heybaby...Wow..

HekissedherandwalkedawayasNayafrowned

confusedwithherchinoverthestranger'sshoulder.

Shefrownedandburstintotearsstretchingherhand

toFefe...

Fefe:Can'tyougethertomorrow?

Phoebe:Byeeeee!

ShegotinthecaranddroveoffasThamisopulled

over,hesteppedoutofthecarandapproachedas

sherubbedhertearsthenhepulledherfaceoverhis

strongbreastandhuggedher.Shebrokedown

cryingholdinghim tightasherubbedherback.



Hepickedherupandwalkedinthenheclosedthe

doorandplacedheronthebed,hegotoverherand

kissedhercheekwhileshecriedlayingonherback..

Fefe:IwantNayabutialsowantBella...Janeis

goingtocrytonight..

SheputherhandoverherfacecryingwhileThami

gentlytookherhandoffandplantedasoftoneon

herlips,shesnappedoutofhertearsandplacedher

handonhischestpushinghim offbutwithhis

weighthewasunshaken.Hegentlytookherhand

offhischestandleanedleanedovertryingtokiss

her.

Fefe:Wait...Stop...Ican't,I'm sorry...

Meanwhileoutside,Odirilewalkedpasthiscarand

pulledthesleevesofhisTshirt.Heknockedand

steppedinatthesametime....



Unexplainable
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Thamisogotoffherandrubbedhislipslookingat

him whilestillsittingonthebed...

OdirilewalkedoverandlookedatFefeassheslowly

gotupandpulleddownherskirt...

Odirile:AreyouOK?

Guiltstruckherasshelookeddownandgotoffthe

bed,heheldherhandsupportingherandhugged

her...

Odirile:(whispered)AreyouOK?



Fefe:Yes...

Hekissedherandsatontheothersideofthebed

takingoffhisshoesandsocksthenhepulledouthis

Tshirtashismuscleflexed,helaidonthebedand

pressedhisphone...

Fefe'sheartpoundedasshestoodbylookingat

Thamisittingontheothersideofthebedpopping

hisknuckles..

Fefe:Youneedtoleave...

Hisheartshutteredashesattherewithhisback

againstOdirile...

Fefe:Thamikopaotsamae



Odirileturnedhisheadandlookedathim...

Odirile:Didyouhearwhatshesaid?

Thami:Thisisnotyourhouse,gapegawanyalaFefe

Odirile:You'rethemarriedone,skantena...Youneed

toleave.

ThamijustsattherewhileOdirilelaidonthebed

lookingathim annoyed,heliftedhisfootandpushed

him offthebedthrowinghim off...

Odirile:Otogaonyelakana!

ThamiturnedaroundwithafistbutOdirilekicked

him onthestomachwhilelayingonthebed..

Fefe:Odirile!Stop!



Thamigrabbedhislegpullinghim offthebed,Odirile

slippedoffanotherfootandkickedhim ontheface...

FeferanoverandgotbetweenthenasThami

steppedandrubbedhislip,helickedhislipand

lookedathishandbuttherewasnoblood...

Fefe:EmisaOdirile...(turnedtoThami)Lwenaakoo

tsamae...You'rejusttryingtoembarrassme...What

doyouthinktheneighbourswillthinkfindingtwo

meninmyhouse?Pleaseleave..

Thamisoglaredathim foraminuteandsmiledlike

thiswasn'tover.Heturnedwalkingout.

Fefeclosedthedoorandturnbacklookingathim...

Odirile:Babewhatwasthat?Hewasontopofyou!

Fefe:Hewasn't,hewasclosertome,



Odirile:Don'tlie,itdoesn'tsuityou...Didhekissyou?

Fefe:No...Hekissedmeonthecheekbutididn't

allowhim todomore,itoldhim togetoff...

Helookedatherwithalongface..

Odirile:Comehere...

Sheslowlywalkedoverthenhestretchedhisarm

puttingitaroundherwaistandpulledherdowntosit

onhislap...

Odirile:Listen...

Sheputherhandalonghisshoulderatthebackof

hisheadandrubbedhim ashelookeddownfora

momentwithhishandonherthigh..Helookedupat

her...



Odirile:Iknowthat...Youdidn'tleavehim,heleftyou

somaybeyoustill--

Fefe:Idon't...Please..

Odirile:Letmefinish...Maybeyoulovehim ormaybe

nowthatwehaveBellayoumightwanttotrygiving

herastablefamily.Iam averyunderstanding

person...Ijustwantyoutositmedownandexplain

thingstome...I'm afraidtobecheated...That'smy

worstfear...I'dratheryoudumbme...I'llbesickfora

whilebutI'llunderstand.

Fefe:Idon'twantThamiso

Odirile:Thenwhatishedoingonyourbed?Dilotse

dingweyoudon'tneedtobetoldwhattodo...How

wouldyoufeeltofindmeontopofanotherwoman

inmybed?Handlethisguybeforeihandlehim

myselfbecauseiwon'ttoleratehisbehaviourfor

long...I'm actuallyhurt,I'm inpainbecauseisawhim

rubbinghislipsgettingoffyou...thesearemylips

babe...Evenifhedidn'tkissyouhewasalloveryou...

It'swrong.I'm veryfragile,I'm strongphysicallybut



myheartisveryweak...Don'thurtme,iloveyou...

Youmeaneverythingtome...

Fefe'sfilledwithtearsasshesatonhislap,he

rubbedhereyesandkissedher.Thenheputher

otherlegonthesidesothathecansitonhislap

facinghim,hekissedherandputhishandbehind

herbutt.Heliftedherbuttupjustalittleenoughto

unbuttonandunziphispantstakingouthisweapon

thenhepulledherpantiestothesidewhileshewas

onhislapthenheguideditupherwarm flesh...

Fefetensedashisbulbousdickheadblockedher

flesh..

Stillholdingitunderneathherhereachedforher

shavedlipsandgentlypartedthem leavinghersoft

fleshopenthenhepulledhisheadoverand

#Removed....



AtJane'sHouse...

OnthesamenightJanelaidonthebedstaringather

daughterasshepeacefullylaidnexttoher,tears

rolleddownthepillowandshesniffled...Heronly

happiness...Ifthiswasn'therdaughterthenwho

was...Wasittheunfoundbaby?Ormaybethedead

baby?

Herphonerangthensherubbedhertearsand

picked...

Jane:Hello?

Voice:Isawanarticleaboutbabiesbeingswitched,i

sawyourpicturetoo...Ifitturnsoutit'smineketaa

duelachildsupport.IftheDNAsaysit'syour

daughterilldoaDNAtocheckifI'm thefatherthat's

whenI'llstartpayingP350permonth.

Jane:It'snotyourchildyourshit!Don'tevercallme.

Wantwaelajaanong...



Voice:I'm tryingtohelp,idon'tneedyourchild

becauseialreadyhaveachildonthewaywhobythe

wayI'm totally100%ismine..

Jane:Thendon'thelpme,iwantmybusinessand

myhouse!

Voice:Youthinkthegoodsexigaveyouwasallfor

nothing?

Jane:Youdidnothingwhileiworkedandmade

money-

Voice:Neoberekeladickyameakere...Thatwas

work...Youthinkmonateofree

Shequicklypressedtherecordbuttonbuthehung

up.Banscalledthenshetookamomenttocalm

downandsighed...

Jane:Hello?

Bans:Iwantedtocheckonyou...Youdidn'tseem

OKearlier..



Jane:Yeah...FefesaysshewillgetBellatomorrow...

I'm soscared,I'm hurtbutiunderstandthatletting

mespendonemorenightwithherwasasacrificeon

herpart.ShewasjusttryingtobestrongbutIcould

seeshewantedtoholdherandneverletgo..

Bans:Wewillours...Let'sbepatient...Godsavesthe

bestforlast...

Jane:Ok...I'lltrytobestrong.

Bans:Iwishiwasn'tworkinganightshift..I'dhold

youallnightuntilyoufallasleepinmyarms.

Shesmiledandblushedrubbingoffhertears...

AtAsa'shouse...

MeanwhileScavengersteppedoutofthecartalking

tothephone...

Scavenger:Thisguydoesn'tinteract...Itriedtofind



anenemyoranyonethateverybodywouldbelievehe

actuallykilledbuticouldn't...Healsogoestowork

orFefe'shouse...Heishardtodealwith...(the

nurse'scallcamethrough)Waitholdon..

Heputhim onholdandpickedthecall...

Scavenger:Hello?

Nurse:Thisgirlisbleeding,sheneedsthehospital

forbloodtransfusion.Sheispassingout..

Scavenger:Yousaidyou'reanurse,HISgaeruteele

gorekanaopasitsekadrive?

Nurse:Wearetaughthowtotreatpatientswedon't

magicallyproducebloodjustbecausewearenurses.

Sheneedsthehospital.

Scavenger:Justtakeyourthingsandleaveher,ill

bringsomeoneclever!

Hehungupandwentbacktohiscall..



Scavenger:Listenihavetogo.Thisgirlneedsthe

hospital.....Noplease...ItoldyouI'm notakiller...

Whatifshedies?...Thebabyis-uh,OK.OK..

Hehungupandwalkedinjustasthenursetookoff

hergloves.Hepaidherthenshegotinthecarand

droveoff...

Scavengerwalkedinandstoodtherestaringather

thenhegottheclothandwipedhisfingerprintson

everythingincludingherbodythenhewalkedout

andclosedthedoor...

Asagraspedforairandblinkedlazilyasatearran

downthecornerofhereye...

Asa:(whispering)OD..Mama...Od?Od?



Hervoicegotlowerandlower....

AtFefe'sHouse....

LaterjustbeforemidnightThamiwalkedtowards

thehouse,heleanedoverthefrontwindowbutit

wasclosedthenhewalkedtothebackofthehouse

holdingagun..

Hestoppedattheopenwindowandlookedinside,

theywerelyingonthebednakedwithherlyingher

headonhisshoulder.Helookedathissoftdicklying

overhisabdomenanditssizewasn'tofconsolation

either.

Heputthegunbarrelinsidethewindowandaimed

athisforeheadthenhesilentlycounted,three,two,

one...

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

MeanwhiledeepinhissleepOdirileheardthedry

leavescrackingthenheopenedhiseyestosomeone

standingbythewindow.HepushedFefedownthe

bedandrolledontheothersideofthebed...

Fefegraspedlandingthefloorwithherkneesand

gotuplookingathim asheswitchedthelightson

andopenedthedoor...

Fefe:Whatisit?

Odirile:Therewassomeoneatthewindow!

Heputonhispantsandunlockedthedoorthenhe



walkedout,sherantothedoorandfollowedhim

wrappingthetowelaroundherself...

Fefe:Whereareyougoing?

Heturnedhisphonetorchonandlittheareaaround

thewindow,herheartalmostdroppedoutasshe

lookedatthenewtracks...

Fefe:ItlookslikeThamiso'ssneakers...Hehas

thesesneakers.

Odirile:Itwashim,hehadarevolver

Fefe:Awhat?

Odirile:It'sagun,isawit...Kerevolver...

Fefe:ButThamiisnotviolent...

Odirile:Heisapoliceofficer,hemightbebehindthe

desknowbuthestartedfrom thebottom...He

probablykickedandbeatupsomepeopleyoudon't

knowabout...Eitherwaythisguyisdangerousand



I'm notabouttobehissittingduck.

Fefe:No,you'renotgettingintrouble...I'm callingthe

police...Ifeellikemaybeheiswaitinginthebush...

Shewalkedbacktothehouseanddialedthepolice.

Odirile:Switchtheoutsidelighton,mmekanayou

wantedtokeepiton,it'sonlythatididn'twantthe

bugscomingtothelightanddisturbingus...

SheswitcheditonthenOdiriletookafewpictures

whileshetalkedtothepolice....

HewalkedbackinthehouseandpickedFefe'spanty.

Odirile:Putonyourclothes,wearegoingtomy

houseafterdealingwiththepolice.Ineedtobe

preparedthenexttimehepullsthisstunt.



HepickedhisTshirtandputiton...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Thamiwalkedinthehouseholdingagunandsaton

thecouch,heplaceditonthetableandsighedthen

hetookoffhisTshirt...Thesightofherlyingnextto

him likethat...Andhim holdingherlikehewashis...

Hisdicklyingsoftnexttohercouldonlymeanone

thing....

Heputbothofhishandsonhisfaceandscreamed

untilhisuvulahurtthenheleanedbackandsighed

lookingatthegun.Hegrabbeditandputitinhis

mouththenhescreamedandpulledthetriggerat

thesametime...

Therewassilence,heopenedhiseyesandlookedat

thejammedgun,hehititonhispalm andaimedat



theTVthenhefire,thegunpoppedfallingdownand

TVcracked...

Hisheartpoundedashepickeditupandlookedat

thewholeontheTV.

Minuteslatertherewasaknockontjedoor,he

shovedthegununderthecouchcushionandopened

thedoortohisjuniors...

Thami:(smiled)Constable...What'sup?

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#32

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Minuteslatertherewasaknockonthedoor,he

shovedthegununderthecouchcushionandopened

thedoortohisjuniors...

Thami:(smiled)Constable...What'sup?

Constable:Good,wereceivedacompliant...Actually

itsaseriousallegationagainstyou..Apparentlyyou

werestandingoutsidetheirwindowpointingatthem

withagun...

Thami:Andyouwastedfueljusttosaythat?Why

didn'tyoujustcallmeaoversoicancomehearwhat

that'sabout?Lesenyetsasechabakana,thereis

probablyacrimescenethatneedsacar...A

domesticcasewhereawomanneedsrescuingand

youdecidedtocometome



Constable:(laughed)Nnyaa,wearetryingtotreat

thisasfairaspossible

Thami:I'vebeenhomesinceiknockedoff,andi

don'thaveagun...tsamayang,I'llfindyouthere...

Constable:Ok...

Theywalkedawaythenheclosedthedoorand

coveredtheTVwithatowel.Hegotthegunand

walkedinthebedroom....

Atthepolicestation...

Abouttwohourslater,justaftermidnightFefe

slowlydozedoffasherheadslippedonOdirile's

shoulder,hesuspectedherneckwouldbeachingin

themorningandtookoffhissweater

Odirile:Putonmysweater,it'sabitchilly...



Sheslowlyputitonyawningthenhescoochedand

layherheadonhislapwhileshelaidonthebench,

heputhishandoverherhipandrubbedhertosleep

whilepressinghisphonewithonehand.

Heknewthey'dnevergetanywherereportinghim

herebutthenheneededproofthatthishappened

shouldthisguystrikeagainandhedefendshis

territory...Hehiseyesmovedfrom hisphonetothe

policeofficerswhokeptwalkingpastthem likethey

didn'tmakethem waitforsolong..

HelookeddownatFefe'sfacewhileshelaidasleep

onhislapthenhegentlymovedherhairfrom her

face...Watchinghersleeponhislapwasheaven...

Dreamsdocometrueey...

Heheldherhandandgentlysqueezedit,shehad

softhands...Hecouldn'twaittohavethishand

aroundhispipemassaginghim...Shehadbeautiful

fingerstoo...Onlytheringwasmissing...Hejust



neededtosignafewcontractstohaveenoughfor

magadi...Butthenno,thereisnoprideinpaying

magadianddisappearingforyearsbeforemakingit

official,that'sjustshowingpeopleyourfinancing

weaknesses...Bettertodoitonce...Hesighedashis

subconsciousencouragedhim.Infactitwouldbe

bettertosavewithoutherknowledgeandproposein

aspecialway...Wouldn'tthatbegreat!

Godkeeptheclientscoming...Forthefirsttimehe

wonderedhowlongittakesawomantoconceive...

Manthatsexwasawesome!Sheactuallyputhis

handsabovehisheadandfuckedhim....Damn!He

smiledjustthinkingaboutitandwentbacktothe

phone...

Aspecialconstablewalkedpasthim andglancedat

him oncethensheturnedherheadagainandlooked

athim.Heinnocentlylookedatherthenshequickly

scoldedherdirtythoughtsandwalkedintheoffice...



Hewasn'tsurewhatthatwasaboutsohelooked

backtohisphonewithhishandonFefe'sbutt

tappinghertoapeacefulsleepwhilepressingthe

phone...

Meanwhilethespecialconstablewalkedinand

smiledleaningovertwootherpoliceofficers...

Her:Heilebonyemonnaontsengkodibencheng?

Yeses!..{Damn,didyouguysseethemansittingon

thebench?,oohlala!}

Theothersmiledandlookedatherlaughing....

Her2:Isawhim,Mapulawasjustinheresayingwe

shouldgoseehim.

Her3:(laughed)It'salwayseasytojudgeother

womenuntilyoufindyourselfinthesameposition,

waitsennaonketshapelobecausenkareo

bodipanyana...ThewayheistalkingifThamiso



keepspokinghim wagosedira...

Her:Butthisgirlislucky,imaginebeingdumped

mercilesslythenyougetthisnigga...Idon'tthinkhe

hasmoneybutiseehappinessinhispantsandhis

wholepersonality...

Her2:Idon'tthinkheisrichlikeboss,kanabosso

theogelahelaforpassionbuthecomesfrom riches...

Nnatotamadiadikelediuh...

Anotherpoliceladywalkedinblushingandsmiled

whispering...

Her5:(giggled)Heyguysgonaleshotohabenching,

lemmonye?Goandsee!

Her4:(stood)Ijooletmegosee...Ketaatolwaby

beingignorant...

Sheinnocentlystoodupandpassedbythemale

officerssittingby...



MeanwhileOdirile'shandsoftlycaressedFefe'sbutt

andfixedherskirtcoveringherupwhilesheslept

peacefully.Ontheotherhandheclickedonthe

proposalhe'dbeenworkingonandrereaditincase

hehadtypingerrors...Hereallyneededthismoney...

Apoliceofficerstuckherheadoutsidethenhe

turnedlookingather,shesmiledandwaved,he

wavedbackwiththephonethenshewentback

inside...Hescoffedandcarriedonpressinghis

phone,afewminutespassedthentwofemale

officerswalkedbylookingathim andgiggled...

Them:Dumelangsir...

Odirile:(smiled)Dumelang...

Hebrusheditoffandcarriedonpressinghisoffice

thenanotherladywalkedpasthim swayingherhips

sidetosidestuckinherpoliceuniform.This

remindedhim ofhissecuritydaysatThamisosenior

building...Hethoughtthosegirlswerejustnaughty



butofficerstoo?Helaughedbrushingitoffand

carriedon...

Thamisofinallywalkedinandsighedstandingby,

Odirilelookedupathim relaxedonthebench..

Hewalkedintheotherofficethenapoliceofficer

steppedout..

Him:Comein

Odirile:Sure..

HeturnedtoFefeandgentlyshookher...

Odirile:Babe?(hemadeababyvoicepinchingher

cheek)Fefenas?

Shesmiledblushingandputherhandoverherface



asshegotup..

Odirile:Heishere...

Fefe'ssleepdisappearedasshelookedaround...

Odirile:Relax...Skapanickerautwababe?

Fefe:Ok...

Odirile:Good,givemeahug..

Shestretchedupandhuggedhim asheliftedher

feetoffthefloorabitandputherdown...

Fefe:Iloveyou..

Odirile:Thanks.

Shelaughedandsmackedhim ashegrabbedher



buttandwhisperedinherearbeforetheywalkedin.

Odirile:Iloveyoumore...

Theywalkedinandsatdownthentheofficerbriefed

Thamiso...

Thamiso:Barekenna?{they'resayingitwasme?}

Odirile:Isawyou,youwereholdingarevolver

Thamiso:Thosegunsarenotevenallowedin

Botswana.

Odirile:Exactly...

Thamiso:Iwasn'tthere,proveit.

Officer:Wetookafootprintcast

Thamiso:Ok,butthenifthatturnsouttobemysize

wouldthatmeanI'm theonlypersonwhobought

thatsizeinMaun?Caseyalonaeweak...

Odirile:Thamisowee,reetsa...Ifyoudothisagain



you'llbefoundtherebythepolice...That'sallI'llsay.

Ifyou'rewiseyou'llactlikeanadult.Gakeago

tseelamosadi,keithetsengwanaoalesingleibilea

robilwepelo...Skabatagontenakaditoddler

tantrums

Thamiso:Warengtotanemonna?Whatmakesyou

thinkI'm thesamelevelwithyou?Otsayagore

policekesecurity.

Odirile:Watchthissecurityguardteachyouhowto

beabetterfatherandpartner,setsekegobatetse

ngwana.IfIwasyouI'dbeplanningwhattodoto

welcomemydaughterhomebacktomyevilfamily

orevenworkongettingmyfamilytoapologiseto

Fefe'sfamilysocoparentingcanbeginbuttheni

guessI'm notthatsmart.Dirafokololaiteakannake

taagorutagoratangwanawagago,evenwhen

minecomesalongofwhichI'm expecting,it'sgoing

tobeaboy,yourdaughterismyfirstbornandI'm

stillgoingtoshowyouthatosemata.

HeturnedandlookedatFefe,hishugelumpblocked



histhroatanditwasgettingalittlehottheretoolike

whateverwastherewasburninghim.

Thami:Opregnant?

Officer:Bagolo...Let'scarryon...Totaronawejust

gathertheevidenceandtakeeverythingtocourt.He

isdenyingitandthereisnothingwecandohere.

Onlythecourtwilldetermineifheisguiltyornot.

Fefe:Ok

Thami:Areyoutryingtogetmefired?

Fefeignoredhim asthepoliceofficercontinued

filing...

AtJane'sHouse...

ThenextmorningJanesatonthebedlookingather

daughter,wasthisevenfair...Sheraisedhergirl

from birthuntilnowthenshehastohandherover



andbeleftemptyhanded...

Shereluctantlookedatthetime,shestillhadtimeto

escapewithherbaby.Shepickedherupand

grabbedherbagthensheleft...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtThamisoComplex...

Thamisowalkedinthebuildingandcaughta

glimpseofhismothertalkingtothereceptionist,he

kepthisneckstraightandpacedtowardshisfather's

office...

Her:Oh,Miso??

Hestoppedonhistrackandclenchedhisjaws

droppinghiseyes,thenhesighedandturnedaround

withasmilelookingathismother..

Her:Areyouavoidingme?

Thamiso:No



Her:Thenwhywouldyoujustpassbywithout

greetingme?

Thamiso:Ispapain?Ireallyneedtotalktohim.Its

aboutmydaughter..

Her:Oh,that...IheardCocosayingyoutwoare

divorcing...IsitbecauseofOfentse'sdaughter?

Thamiso:No,it'snotbecauseofmydaughter....

Angerbrewedupinsidehim ashelookedather,but

thenhewasn'tgoingtogetintoit?Heturnedaround

walkingawaybutthenheturnedaroundandwalked

toher...

Thamiso:Thisiswhyidon'tliketalkingtoyou?You

ruinedmylife...ImadeiteasybutI'm herebecause

ofyou....EvenafterfindingoutFefeisinnocentyou

stillhateher.Andaslongasyoudon'trecognisemy

daughteryoudon'texistinmylife.Iwasn'tkidding

whenisaidifyoumakemwchooseillchoose...So

I'm goingtochoosemydaughter...



Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

Her:Thenleavethisbuilding...I'llnotletyou

disrespectmelikethat.

Thamiturnedlookingatherasthereceptionist

lookedatthem,twomoreemployeesstoppedand

watched...

Thamiso:Getbacktowork!

Theyallsnappedoutofitandwalkedawaythenhe

turnedbacktohismother..

Thamiso:Ifmymemoryservesmeverywellmy

fathergaveme60%shares,thatleaves40%,20%for

yourpuppetdaughtersand20%foryouandpapa...

Thatmeansihave60%andyouhave10%.Ifanyone



shouldbekickingoutanyoneitshouldbeme...But

mynannyandfatherraisedmebetterthanthat.You

wereneverthereformesodon'tclaim toloveme

now....TheonlyreasonyouhatedFefeisbecause

youknewshemightactuallyenduphavinganoffice

inhereandshe'dhavemorepowerthanyou...You

don'tloveCoco,youlovethefactthatididn'tlove

herenoughtogetintocommunityofpropertywith

her...Youknewverywellitwouldn'tbethesame

thingwithFefe...Don'tstartwithme!

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtowardshisfather's

officewherehepushedthedooropenbutitwas

locked...

Thamiso:Areyoukiddingme?Again?

Heleanedoverlookingthroughthekeyholebuthe

couldn'tseeanythingthenhemovedtothewindow,

thistimeitwaslockedtoo...



Thedooropenedthenawomansteppedoutand

walkedpasthim,helookedatherandwalkedinhis

father'sofficeashetuckedhisshirtandturnedup

theaircon...

Thamiso:Areyouserious?

Him:Don'tjudgeme,iskippedthewhorephase...I

marriedtooearlyandnowI'm stuckwithalittle

devil...(pointedathim)Butthatdevilgaveme3

beautifulkids,forthatiwon'tdivorceher.

Thamiso:yourwifeisinthereceptionarea!

Him:Yourmotherdoesn'tfuckmethewaythese

youngwomendo,theyrideme...Idon'thavetodo

anythingbecausetheydon'tgetcrampsorcomplain

aboutalongdayatwork.Howlonghavewehadthis

building?Notoncehasyourmotherwalkedinhere

justtokissme...Whenigetintoherofficeshe

wantstobeprofessional.Don'tjudgeme...Whatdo

youwantanyways?



Thamisosatonthechairandsighed...

Thamiso:I'm losingher...I'm makingonemistake

afteranother...Sheismovingon

Him:Well,tomakeittothetopyoustartfrom the

bottom...Thenyougetpromoteduntilyoureachthe

top...You'reabigboy...Ifyoucan'tbeatthem join

them...ThisOdirileguylooksveryresponsible,you

can'tbeabadboydealingwiththat...Besmart..

Thamiso:Whatareyousaying?

Him:I'm sayingidon'tlikeitwhenyouaskforadvice,

you'regrown...Followyourheart...Focuson

importantthingslikeyourdaughter..Iwanttosee

mygrandbaby..

Thamiso:FefeispickingherupthismorningbutI'm

seeingherintheafternoontogivehertimetobond

andall.

Him:Good,howaboutcomingbacktoworkwith

youroldman?I'm gettingoldnow...Ican'trunthis



placebymyself.

Thamiso:I'm amessrightnow,I'llcomebackafter

gettingFefebecauseithinkI'llneedtobeinthe

officetodealwithafewthingscomingup.

Him:Smartmove.Monnawarialo...Youdon'tcry.

Theylaughed...

AtBaneedi'sHouse...

LateronJaneknockedonthedoorseveraltimesbut

therewasnoanswer,shewalkedtothewindowand

peepedinside,Banswaslayingonthebed.She

wenttotorockandpickedthesparekeysthenshe

unlockedandwalkedinwiththebabyonherback...

ShesatonthebedandquietlylookedatBanswhile

heslept.



Heopenedhiseyesandlookedathermiserableface

thenhemovedoverandhuggedher..

Bans:Iknowitshard...

Jane:Iranawaywithher...Iwon'tsurvivethathouse

alone...

Bans:You'llmoveinwithmeforaweekortwo,I

promiseI'llmakeitworthit...Shehastogettoknow

hermothernow,andifyoudon'texplainthattoher

shewillneverunderstand.

Jane:Explainwhattoher?Shewon'tunderstand

Bans:That'stheproblem,youthinka2hershehas

anothermother

Jane:Ifyousayso...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenshetookthe

babydownandlaidheronthecouchwhileBans

dialedFefe..



Fefe:Hello?

Bans:Hi,JaneandBellaareinmyhouse.

Fefe:shealmostgavemeaheartattackbecausei

waswonderingwheresheis.

Bans:Ohok,noit'snotanythingserious...Shejust

wantedtodomylaundryearlier.

Fefe:Ok,I'llbetheresoon..

Hehungupandlookedathersmiling....

AtJane'sHouse...

MeanwhilesittinginthecarlisteningtomusicOdirile

smiledadmiringFefeassheapproached,hesmiled

withoutevenknowingasshegotinandkissedhim....

Highlyappreciatedrandom kisses...Thisgirlwas

slowlydrawinghim intothepalm ofherhandandhe

couldn'thelpit...Itfeltgoodtobelovedbysomeone

you'vealwayswanted.Itstillfeltlikeadream...



Fefe:SheisatBanshouse.

Odirile:Ok

Hestartedthecaranddroveoffthenhisphonerang.

Fefepickedforhim andputonloudspeakerwhilehe

drove...

Odirile:Hello?

Voice:Oneofyourguardsisnotfeelingwell,please

comepickhim up..

Odirile:Whoisthis?

Voice:I'm justagoodsamaritan.Pleasehurry,

greencomplex,helooksbadormaybesomeone

stabbedhim...Idon'twanttobeawitness..Come

helpbecausehecan'tspeak...

Thecallercutthecall,Odirileturnedthecararound

anddrovetothesaidcomplex...
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MinuteslaterOdirilestoppedthecarandgotout

lookingatagroupofpeople...

Fefe:Iwonderwhytheydidn'tjustcallthepolice.

Odirile:Gakeitselenna..

Odirilewalkedtowardsthecrowdstandingby,he

pacedoverandpushedthrough...Therewasblood

onthepavementwhilehisguardlaidnexttoaknife...

Beforehecouldtouchhim thepolicecarandthe

ambulancescreechedastheystoppedby..

Buildingmanager:Pleasestandback...

Odirilesquattedandliftedhisheadlookingathim...



Odirile:Kabelo?Whathappened?

Hetriedtospeakbutbloodslidoutofhismouth,the

paramedicslandedthestretchernexttohim and

tookoverwhilethepolicepushedeveryonebackand

securedthecrimescene...

Odirilesteppedandwalkedtowardstheofficerwho

wastalkingtothemanager...

Odirile:Hi,mynameisOdirile...I'm thedirectorofOD

securityservices...Someonecalledmetellingme

oneofmymenhasbeenstabbed.

Manager:Wedidn'tseeanything,weonlyheard

peoplescreaming...Apparentlynooneknowswhat

happened.Theyjustsawhim crawlingfrom behind

thebuilding...Wesuspectsomeonecalledhim aside

toavoidtheccTVcamerasandstabbedhim there...

Officer:Mayitalktothefirstpersontoseehim?



Themanagerpointedthenthepoliceofficerwalked

overtohim.Theforensicscarefullypickedtheknife

andsealedit...

AtThamisosnrbuilding...

MeanwhileThamiso'smothersatonherchairand

clickedonthesecurityfootage,sherestedherchin

onherpalm andwatchedasherhusbandanda

youngwomanwalkedinandclosedthedoor.He

turnedheraroundandkissedherthenshepushed

him onthecouchandrodehim...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshewatchedhim thenshe

closedthevideoandturnedtoherframedpicture...

ApictureofThamisoandhissisters...

Thamiso'swordsfrom earliercameback,together

withheryoungestdaughterswords.."NnamamaI



don'twanttoshowyoumyboyfriendbecauseiknow

you'lljudgehim andhatehim likeyouhatedFefefor

thethingsshecan'tcontrol"

Shehadgiventhismarriageover35yearsofherlife,

butforwhat...Herchildrenhatedher,herhusband

cheatedeverychancehegot...Richashewas...With

allthesemoney,shewasstillmiserable...She

neededtofindhappiness,shehadtoturnherlife

aroundbecauseshewasn'tgettinganyyounger...

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedthentherewasa

knockonthedoor.

Her:Yes?

Thegardenerwalkedinhisblueoverallsholdinga

takeawayandjuice.



Shelookedatthetakeawayandfrownconfused,did

thisboybringhertakeawayagain?

Him:Hi...

The24yearoldputitonthedeskandopeneditwith

thearmsofhisoveralltiedaroundhisslim waist...

Him:Iknowyoucanordernandosandallthesebuti

wantyoutotrymymom'scooking.Sheownsthat

caravan..

Hegrabbedtheplasticforkandpickedphaleche

withmorogoandstew..

Him:Openyourmouth...

Shereachedouttogettheforktofeedherselfbut



theboymovedhishandaway

Him:(smiled)Bula

Afterwhatshe'djustseenshereallydidn'thavethe

energytoarguewithagardenboy.Shesighedand

openedhermouththenhefedher.Shechewed

whilehesmiledstaringatherwithhissleepyeyes,

hesmiledwithbeautifulteethandopenedthecan

forherthenheputthestraw...

Him:Whatdoyouthink?

Shesmiledandcontinuedeating...

Her:It'sactuallynotbad

Helookedatheroilychinandgentlyrubbedher.



Him:Good,

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout...

Him:Havealovelyday!

Her:Wait,what'syourname?Ijustcallyougarden

boy.

Him:(smiled)Ilovegardenboy!

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenshelaughed

andcarriedoneatingthoughtfullym.Itwasweird,

everyonearoundherewasafraidofherbuthe

alwaysmadefunofher,andnowhebringsherfood?

Whatwasthatabout?Him insistingonfeedingher?

Nah,thisgardenboywasjustalwaysplayful...

Couldn'tbewhatshewasthinking.Anyways...For

thefirsttimeshewonderedaboutFefe...Putting

herselfinhersituationshecouldn'timagine

Thamisonotbeingherson...Notafterlovingthis



boyfrom dayonethenhisfathermarryinganother

woman...Thatlittletimeshewasalonewhenher

husbandwasangrywithherthroughoutthe

pregnancywastheworstthing...Justthinkingabout

thatpainfulmomentofbeinginnocentbutget

accusedwastheworstthingthateverhappenedto

her...Maybethisiswhatturnedherthisbitter...She

tookadeepbreathandsighedthoughtfully...why

didn'tshelikeFefe?

Evenafteraminuteshestillcouldn'tfindtheanswer

besidesthatshecamefrom nothing,otherthanthat

thegirlwasn'tbad...Shewaskindofbeautifultoo...

Okshewasbeautiful...Andlet'sfaceit,Thamiso

isn'tthemosthandsomemanintheplanet,wasit

badthatevenasamothershecouldseethat?

Hopefullythatlittlethinggrewovertheyearstoo

becauseifnotthenthatgirlmusthavereallyloved

him..

ShepickedherphoneandsearchedforOfentsethen



shewentthroughherprofile,sheswallowedlooking

atapictureofOdirileholdingher...WouldThami

everhaveherbackwiththiskindofmanaroundher?

Whowasheanyways..Helookedfamiliar...Ohthe

securityguard...

Therewasaknockthenherhusbandwalkedin,her

facechangedasshelookedathim..

Him:Hi,I'm goingforameeting

Her:Ok,iwantustoapologisetoFefe'sfamilyand

welcomeouronlygranddaughterproperly...

Hesmiledsurprised...

Him:Isthatthegirlimarried?Wherehasshebeen

alltheseyears?

Shealmostsmiledbutthepictureofthatridinghim



camebackthenshelookedbackatherchildren's

picture...Theonlypeoplesheknowsforafactwould

neverreplaceher...

Her:Iknowit'sgoingtobehardandtheyhaveevery

right,wehavetoapologiseevenifitrequiresusto

apologiseahundredtimes..

Hesmiledproudlyalmostguiltstriken,maybehe

hadn'tbeenpayinghermuchattention...Heknewhe

neededtomeetherhalfwayaboutthismarriage...

Themosthumblingthingshewasn'tcheating...Well,

atleastsincehisfather'ssaga...Whatifshehad

alwaysbeentellingthetruthabouthisfather?

AtBaneedi'sHouse...

LateronOdirileandFefesteppedoutandwalked

towardsthetreewhereJaneandBanswerelying

whileBellaplayedbyherselfsittingonthesand..



Fefebentoverpickingherandsmiled..

Fefe:Bella?!

Bella:(smiled)Maa?

Fefelaughedproudlyandtickledherasshelaughed

shyly.Odirilesmiledandhandedheradollthenhe

gother...

Odirile:Hi...Sayhi...

Bellasmiledshylythenhetickledherarmpitsasshe

laughed..

Odirile:(laughing)Sathi...Hi...Hi...Hi

Bella:(laughedoutloud)Hi....Hiiiii..Hahahahaha



Fefesmiledemotionallylookingather,nowthatshe

waslookingathershecouldsomuchofThamiand

abitofhertoo..

Janepretendedtobesleepingwithhereyesclosed..

Bans:Babe?Comesaygoodbye...

ShegotupandlookedatFefewithreddishswollen

eyes...

Jane:Ididn'twanttosaygoodbyebecausegoodbye

isthesaddestword..

Fefe:Noneedto...You'llbeseeinghereverydayhun.

Jane:I'vedecidedit'sbestistayawaysoshecan

getusedtoyouandforgetmeforalittlewhile...You

deserveherattentiontoo.

Fefe:Ok..



Theyhuggedforawhilethenshewalkedtothe

house...

Jane:Hopeyou'llbegonewhenicomeback,her

bagsareonthechair..

Sheclosedthedoorandstoodbythewindow

watchingasOdirilegotherbagsthentheywalkedto

thecar.Sheputherhandsoverhermouthandburst

intotearscryingoutloudlookingthroughthelight

curtains...

AtFefe'sHouse....

LateronFefewalkedincarryingBellawhileOdirile

carriedthebags..

Bella:(shouted)Naya?Naya-Naya-Naya



Fefelaughedemotionallyandlookedatheradmiring

her,howcouldagirllooksomuchlikeherfather...

Wasittruefirstborndaughtersareagirlversionof

theirfathers?Howcouldshehavemisseditonfirst

sight...

Shesatdownandsmiledtearfullynotsurewhatto

donext,Odirilesatnexttoherandheldherhand

thenheputhisarm aroundherandpulledhercloser

kissinghercheek.Herphonerangthenshepicked...

Fefe:Hello?

MmagweThami:Hello?HiFefe,it'smmagwe

Thami...Canihumblytalktoyouforaminute?

Herheartskippedthenshecutthecallandputdown

thephone.Shehadn'theardhervoicesincethat

meetinganditbroughtbackallthememoriesofthat

meeting...



Odirile:What?

Aroughknockinterruptedthenhegotupand

openedthedoor,thetwoofficerspushedhim inside

andagainstthewallbreakingthevasenexttotheTV.

Fefejumpedandpickedherdaughterastheycuffed

Odirile...

Odirile:Kedirileng?{Whatdidido?}

Theycuffedhim andturnedhim around..

Officer:Weneedtotalktoyouaboutyoursecurity

guard,theonewhodiedatthehospital

Odirile:Theonewhogotstabbed?HeisinICU,why

areyoucuffingme?

Officer:Hediedandwehavequestionsforyou...



Odirilewalkedoutwithhishandsbehindhisbackas

Fefesatonthebedholdingherdaughtertoher

chestpressingherfaceonhersoshewouldn'tsee

whatwasgoingon...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthepolicestation..

Odirileleanedoverthetablewithhisbothofthis

handscuffedtogether,hewasn'tsurehowmuch

timehadpassedsincehe'dbeensittingherehoping

someonewouldtellhim whatwasgoingon...

Finally,twopoliceofficerswalkedinandsatdown

lookingathim...

Officer:DidyouandKabelohaveanargumentprior

tothis?

Odirile:No,wedidn't

Officer2:Sowhydidyoustabhim?

Odirile:Ididn'tstab...Whywouldistabhim?



Officer:Youtellus...Yourfingerprintsareonthe

knife..Wefoundonlyonepairoffingerprintsand

they'reyours.Youhaveapolicerecordandyou'reon

thesystem already...Thefirstoffencewasstabbing

yourunclewithaknife..

Odirile:Istabbedhim becauseicaughthim tryingto

molestmysister...Iservedmytimeforthatoffence

whichipleadedguilty.Youcannotusethatagainst

me...

Officer2:Soit'sjustacoincidencethatyour

employeeisalsostabbedwithaknifethathasyour

fingerprints?

Odirile:Ifeellikeyou'recoercingmeintoconfessing

forsomethingIdidn'tdo.It'snotmyfingerprints

becauseiwaswithmygirlfriendthewholeday...

ThereisaccTVthereyoucancheckit...Youcan

intervieweveryoneiwaswith..

Officer2:Evidencedon'tlie...

Odirile:Thistimethey'relying...Ormaybeyou've

beensentbyThamiso.Canyoupleasereleaseme,

thesecuffsarehurtingme...I'm notviolentsothere



isnoneedtodisturbmybloodflow...Thesethings

aretootight...

Officer2:Tellusthetruth...WhatdidKabelodo?

Odirile:Ialreadytoldyoueverything...Ihavenothing

elsetotellyou.Am iunderarrest?

Officer:You'reournumberonesuspect...

Odirile:I'm donetalkingtoyou.Thejudgewillacquit

me.

Heleanedbackandsighedlookingatthem..

Officer:Warewhathappened?Whydidyoustabhim?

Hekeptquiet...

Officer2:Listen...I'm onyoursidehere...I

understandthatsomeemployeesarehardtodeal

with,maybeyoudidn'tmeantostabhim...Just



admityoustabbedhim andwewillreleaseyou...Tell

thetruth....Hebledtodeathsotechnicallyyoudidn't

killhim...Thisisnotamurdercase...Maybeyou

weredefendingyourself...Maybeit'shiskniferight?

It'shiskniferight?Youweredefendingyourselfright?

Odirilejustlookedathim withoutaword,theseguys

musthavethoughthewasverystupid...Butthenif

indeedsomebodyouttherehadfingerprintscloseto

hisandthecourtactuallybelievedthis...He'dgoto

jailforalongtime...IfindeedKabelodiedhe'dbein

formurder...Wouldheevengetbailwitharecord..

BythetimehegetsoutFefewouldbegone...He

swallowedandsadlybithislowerlip...Wouldshe

evenkeephisbabyknowinghe'dbeinforlife?He

wasn'tgoingtoletthisbreakhim downbutthe

thoughtofThamisoactinglikeaherowastoomuch

tobare....

Hisparentshadjuststartedlivingwell,hehad

promisedthem aproperhouseandnowthese.At



leastAsawouldberelievedthathewon'tbotherher

anymore...

Officer:Soyou'renottalkingtousanymore?

Helookedatthem withoutaword...

Officer:(scoffed)You'lltalk,maybeyouneedanight

inthecelltojogyourmemory.

Theystoodupandwalkedoutwhilehelookedat

them unbothered.Assoonasthedoorshuthe

sighedworriedly,thisseemedmoreseriousthanhe

thoughtandhedidn'tevenknowwhattodo...

AtFefe'sHouse....

MeanwhileFefestoodbehindthehousewithBella



onherhipasshespoketoOdirile'sfather...

Fefe:Eerra,heisstillnothome.

Him:Didhehaveafightwithhim?

Fefe:No,iwaswithhim thewholetime..I'm surehe

didn'tdoit...

Him:Ok,thankyoudaughter.Wewillgetabusand

comeover.Asaisnotansweringherphone,doyou

knowwheresheis?

Fefe:Shesaidsheismovingoutlastweeksoidon't

knowwheresheis.

Him:Moveouttowhere?Sheisastudent!

Heprobablydidn'tknowaboutthepregnancyand

nowshewasn'tsurewhattosay...

Fefe:Idon'tknowifshewasjustplayingbutOdhas

beensleepinginmyhouse.Maybesheisathis

house.Ihavehiskeys.I'llpickyoufrom thebusrank



becauseihavethecompanycar

Him:Ok,thankyou.Bye

Shehungupandsighedconfused,Bubu'scallcame

throughthenshepicked...

Fefe:Hello

Bubu:Ijustgotyourmessage,thisisseriousifhe

hasarecord...Whatdidhedo?

Fefe:Itwasalongtimeago...Iwas10ithinkbuto

rememberhisuncletriedtomolestAsasohe

confrontedhisuncle,theuncleattackedhim saying

heisinsultinghim...Youknowhowoldpeopleare...

Odirilelostitandstabbedhim.

Bubu:Thereisthisdudewhowantstotapmyass,I'll

tellhim mybrotherhasbeenarrested...Ihopeheis

stillinMaun.

Fefe:Ok,thanksamilliontimes.

Bubu:Don'tworryok?ThingswillbeOK...Areyou



surehewaswithyouthough?100%sure?Meantyou

weretalkingtoRiriand-

Fefe:Bubukukuagago!

Bubu:(laughed)I'm kiddingmylovecomeon...Let

metalktohim.

Fefe:Ok,bye

ShehungupandsighedasThamiso'scallcame

through..

Fefe:Hello?

Thami:Hi,howisNayadoing?

Fefe:Sheisfine...Ican'ttalktoyourightnow.Odirile

hasbeenarrestedandI'm notintherightstateof

mind.

Thami:Forwhat?

Fefe:Theysaidhestabbedhisworkerbuthewas

withme.Someonecalledhim tothesceneandwe

wentthere..



Thami:(thoughtfully)Isee,doeshehavealawyer?

Fefe:No,

Thami:I'llcallyoubackinaminute.Letmeseewhat

icando.

Fefe:Idon'twantyourlawyer,don'tworryican

handleit.I'llseewhattodo

Thami:Okcool.Bye

Fefe:Bye

Shehungupandsighedpacingupanddownwaiting

forBubu'scall...

AtThamiso'sfather's...

MinuteslaterThamisowalkedinhisfather'soffice

whilehewastalkingtoacertainyoungmanwithan

earring...



Him:Excuseme?Isthisyourofficeormine?I

thoughtyourofficeisatthepolicestation?

Thamiso:Weneedtotalk..

Him:Boyiwillpunchyou.

Thamiso:Notthistime...Andfireyouifyoudothis...

Weneedtotalk!

Helookedattheyoungmanwithanangrylookand

openedthedoorforhim thenhepointedhim out..

Thamiso:Getout!

Theyoungmanwalkedoutandclosedthedoorthen

Thamisoleanedoverputtinghishandsoverthe

tablelookingathim..

Thamiso:Didyoudoit?

Him:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Thamiso:youknowwhatI'm talkingabout,papao

batagontshotisabatho?PlusFefeisgoingtohate

meifIdothattothisguysheloveshim.

Him:(shrugged)Istilldon'tfollow..

Thamiso:Odirilehasbeenarrestedforstabbing

someone,idon'tknowhim thatwellbutiknowhe

didn'tdoit..Heisalwayscalm...Didyouhave

anythingtodowithit?

Him:No,Idon'tevenknowtheguy...

Thamisotookadeepbreathandsighedcalming

downashisfatherlookedathim andshookhishead.

AtFefe'sHouse...

MeanwhileFefe'sphonerangthenshejumpedand

pickedbeforethecallcouldwakeBella...

Fefe:Hello?



Bubu:Eishmma,theguyisinGabsnow...

Fefe:EishOK...Idon'twantOdiriletospendanight

injail.

Bubu:Eish...

Fefe:Butthanks,letmeseewhatIcando.

Bubu:Bye

ShehungupandsighedthenshedialedThamiso's

number...

Thamiso:Hello?

Sheswallowedandsighed...

Thamiso:Fefe?Hello?

*

*



Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight.Likeand

leaveacomment.

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Fefe:Hi..

Thami:Hey,howisitgoing?

Fefe:Notgood,ineedalawyer..Butocan'taffordit.

Thami:I'llgetone,it'stheleasticando...

Fefe:Iwon'thavesexwithyouinexchange.

Thami:Iknow,iwouldn'taskeither.

Fefe:Thankyou.

Thami:Don'tyouthinkweshouldtalkabout

Naya/Bella?Ineedtoknowhowmuchchildsupport

ishouldbegivingyou...AndI'm dyingtoholdherin

myarms...Ihaven'treallyheldhersinceshewas

born...

Fefe:Wherecanwemeet?



Thami:Anywhereyou'recomfortableisfine,ican

comeover

Fefe:Idon'twanttobealonewithyouinmyhouse.

Youmisbehavedthelastyoucamehere,ididn't

knowyou'ddisrespectmymanlikethat.Ikindof

understoodyoursideuntilyoubelittledOdirile...

Whenilovesomeoneandyouuseeverychanceto

bringthem downortalkaboutthem itjustturnsme

off.Itfeelslikeyou'reagoingtobeadramaticbaby

daddyandidon'twanttodealwiththat..

Thami:That'swhyweneedtotalkbecauselooking

backiknowthisisallmyfault

Fefe:Noitsnot...Thechildrenwereswitchedsoyou

suspectingicheatedwasfairinaway...Ifawoman

camewithababyandtheDNAsaiditsyoursI'd

neverbelieveyouwhenyousayit'snotyours.

Evidenceishardtoarguewith...WhatI'm nothappy

aboutishowyourfamilytreatedme,howyoucame

tomyparentshousewithyourgirlfriend,how

you....(sighedimpatiently)Idon'thavetheenergyto

talkaboutthis,canyougetODoutthenmaybewe

cantalk..



Thamiso:Consideritdone...

Fefe:Thankyou.Ireallyappreciateit.

Thamiso:Anythingtobeinyourgoodbooks.

Fefe:Bye

Shehungupandsighedlookingatherdaughterlying

onthebedasleep.Shetouchedherlittleafroandit

wasenoughtobebraided.Shepulledthedrawers

andgrabbedabraidofhairthenshesprayedher

withadetanglingsprayandbegungentlybraiding

her...

Atthepolicestation....

Thamisowalkedinhisofficeandsatdownthenhe

pickedthetelephoneandpunchedinsomenumbers

fortheotheroffice...

Thamiso:HiMichael,comehere...Alrightsure



Hehungupandsighedrubbinghiseyes,ofcourse

hewantedoutofhiswaysohecouldtryfixinghis

family,butifitmeantsomuchtoherhe'driskhis

job...Itwastheleasthecoulddo.Therewasaknock

thenthepoliceofficerwalkedin..

Thamiso:Yeah,what'sgoingonwithOdirile?

Him:Hisfingerprintsareonthemurderweapon,his

employeediedbeforehecouldtelluswhat

happened.

Thamiso:Isn'ttherecctv?

Him:Wevieweditatthrbuildingbutwearewaiting

forthecourtbecausetheywon'tjusthanditover.

Butitlookslikewhoeverdidthisknewthecameras

werethereandavoidedthem...

Thamiso:(bitinghispen)Idon'tunderstand...This

guyisthemostcalm personiknow...Imeanhehas

atemperbutnotlikethis...He'dpunchyoubefore

youfinishspeakingbutmurder?Andaknifeforthat



matter?Releasehim andcarryonwiththe

investigation...

Him:Hehasarecord,hedidtimeinprison.

Thamiso:What?Areyouserious?

Him:Yeah,heserved2yearsinprison.Itwasayear

anditbecame2becausehewasinvolvedinprison

fights3times,the4thtimehesentaprisonertothe

hospital,thatprisonergot12stitchesanda

neckbrace.Youknoweachoffencewhileinthere

extendsyourtime...

Thamiso'smouthdroppedlookingattheofficerin

disbelief...

Thamiso:(Shocked)Waakathemonna!!

Him:I'm tellingyouthetruth,hisyearturnedinto2

yearsbecausehecouldn'tstopfighting.Hedidn't

justfighthelefttheseguyswithseriousinjuries.I

wouldn'tputmymoneyonhim...

Thamiso:Yeahbutwehaven'tchargedhim with



anythingyet,whenishegoingtoappearincourt?

Him:Adayaftertomorrowwearecharginghim with

murder,fornowwewanthim totellusthetruth.He

canrequestbailthere

Thamiso:Nnyaathebanna,thelawyeritrustnow

isn'tansweringhisphone.Releasehim,hewill

appearincourtontime...Domethatfavour.

Him:Letmegotalktomypartnerthenwedothe

necessarysteps.Maybehewillbeoutthisafternoon

ortomorrowmorning

Thamiso:Sure,letmeknowbeforereleasinghim.

Him:Ok,I'llletyouknow.

Thamiso:Sure.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Thamisostood

upandwalkedout....

AtOdirile'sHouse...



MeanwhileFefebentoverwithatrayoffoodand

placeditonthetablewhileOdirile'smotherheld

Bella...

Her:Thankyou..

Fefe:Eemma...Thesugarishere...

Herphonerangthenshepickeditandwalkedout...

Fefe:Hello?

Thami:Hi,ihaveanupdateforyou.Canwemeet

andtalkaswell.Iwouldn'twanttodisturbwhenhe

comesout.

Fefe:Ok,where?

Thami:RiversideHotel.

Fefe:I'm coming..

Thami:WithBella

Fefe:Ofcourse...



Shehungupandwalkedbacktothethehouse....

AttheRiversideHotel...

MinuteslaterFefewalkedincarryingherdaughter,

Bellasmiledlookingatallthelightsandeverything

asifshewasdiscoveringanewworld..Fefelooked

atherandsloweddownsoshecouldlookat

everything...

Bella:(pointed)Red!

Fefe:Yes,it'sredmylove...

Shesmiledproudlyasshewalkedtowardsthe

restaurant,Thamisostoodupandmetherhalfway

thenhegotthebabyfrom herandgrabbedher

hand...



Thamiso:Comehere...Iwasthinkingweshouldtalk

thissideplusiwantyoutoseesomething...

Theywalkedtothepicnicsitewheretherewasafew

peoplerockingonthehammocks.

Fefesloweddownlookingatapicnicspotbythe

hammock,therewasafewpillows,toysanda

guitar...

Fefe:(reluctantly)Thami..

Thami:Please...IpromiseI'm notonsometricks...I

justwanttotalk...

HelaidBellaonthehammockandputallthetoys

besidesherbeforepushingthehammocktorock

herbackandforththenhesatdownandfoldedhis

feetholdingtheguitar..



Thami:(smiled)Iknowaguitarishasbeenoverdone

withtheromancethingy,that'snotwhatI'm doing.I

justwanttoexpressmyselfinadifferentway...I

wouldn'thavehelpedreleasehim ifIwasfighting...

Shesatdownandsighedthenheplayedthestrings

ofEdSheeran'sHappier...

Shesmiledlookingathisfingersasheplayed,he

stillhadit...Aftersomanyyearswithoutplayingthe

guitarhestillmovedhisfingerseffortlessly....This

seemedliketheirfirstpicnictogether...Beforethat

hospitalsagadestroyedeverything...

Shelookedinhiseyesandofcourseabitofguilt

strucktoo,sheknewforsurehelovedher...He'd

alwayslovedher...Whatmanwouldbeokbeing

cheatedthough?

Thepainhemusthavefeltknowinghewaswrong...



Thamilookedatherasheplayed,hisfatherhad

alwaystoldhim aboutlettingawomanseehistears

butlookingatherandnotseeingtheloveheusedto

seehurts....

Thami:

Ain'tnobodyhurtyoulikeIhurtyou

Butain'tnobodyloveyoulikeIdo

PromisethatIwillnottakeitpersonal,baby

Ifyou'removingonwithsomeonenew

'Causebabyyoulookhappier,youdo

MyfriendstoldmeonedayI'llfeelittoo

AnduntilthenI'llsmiletohidethetruth

ButIknowIwashappierwithyou.



Hestoppedplayingandputtheguitarasidethenhe

lookeddownpressinghiseyesastearsrolleddown...

Thamiso:Iwantedtobethereformydaughtersbirth,

hadibeentherethiswouldhaveneverhappened.I

couldhavetakenyoutotheprivatehospitalbuti

didn't..I'm payingbigtime...Thatmidwifewassent

topunishme...

Shemovedoverandhuggedhim,heslowlyputhis

armsaroundherandhuggedherforthefirsttime

sincethedrama.Hemovedhisfacetoherneckand

tookadeepbreathsniffingherinthenheturnedhis

headandsoftlykissedher,Odirile'strackrecord

echoedinhisheadthenhestoppedandlookedin

hereyes.

Hestoodupandrubbedhismouth...

Thamiso:I'm sorry...Ididn'tmeantodothat.Don't



tellhim ididthat...I'm sorry.

Hegrabbedhisguitarandwalkedaway,Fefetooka

deepbreathandsighedrubbingherlips..

*

*

*

*
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AtThamiso'sHouse...

Thamisotossedandturneduntilearlymorning,

Odirilekickeddownthedoorandwalkedholdingthe

knife...

Odirile:(angrily)Whydidyoukissher?Didn'tiwarn

you?Didyouthinkiwasplaying?

Odirileleanedoverandstabbedhim severaltimesas

bloodspatteredoverthewhitesheets,Thami

grabbedtheknifeasitsbladeslicedhishandthen

Odirilebithislowerlipandkickedhim offthebed.

Heslippedoffthebedanddroppedonthefloorasif

hewasdroppingfrom alongbuildingashegrasped

andsatup,itwasnowthatherealiseditwasjusta

dream andsweatdrippeddownhisbackashisheart



pounded...He'dneverreallybeeninfighteven

growingup,andheneverreallywantedtobe

involvedinafight.Definitelynotwithsomeonewith

acriminalrecord...

Hisalarm buzzed,heturneditoffandcheckedhis

messageandcalls...therewasnothingfrom Fefeor

Odirile.KnowingFefeshe'dconfessandthisguy

wascomingforher...

Heknewthenumberofguyswhousedtobotherher

whentheyweredatingandshe'dtellhim.Shewas

goingtotellhim.WouldheevenhandleOdirile...

Hegotoffthebedandwalkedinthebathroom

wherehewashedhisfaceandlookedathimselfon

themirror.Hisphoneranginthebedroom thenhe

ranoverandpickedtheofficecall...

Thamiso:Hello?



Voice:Thams?

Thamiso:Yeah

Voice:Wearereleasinghim,justnow.

Thamiso:Ok,I'llcomepickhim up.

Voice:Alright.Sure

Hehungupandtookaquickbaththenhechanged

hisclothesanddroveoff...

Atthepolicestation...

Minuteslaterheparkedthecaranddialedhis

father...

Him:Yeah?

Thami:Papawareyoudon'thaveanythingtodowith

thisright?Kanaifyoudidsomethingheisgoingto

comeformeandFefewillneverbelieveme.My



daughterisinvolvedinthistooandihopeyou

stoppedmessingwithhissisterbecauseheistomy

daughter.

Him:Ididn'tdoanythingtothatguy,Youcanrelax..

Thami:Ok.Bye

Hehungupandwalkedinthebuildingthenhestood

bywaitingnotsurewhattodo.Hetookouthis

phoneandlookedatthekeyboard...Woulditbe

wrongtocallandmakesureshedoesn'ttellhim,

or...?

MeanwhileOdirilewalkedoutofthebuilding,two

femaleofficersbumpedonhim ashesteppedout

thentheysmiledandgiggled,heturnedlookingat

them beforepassingbyThamisowhowasstanding

by..

Odirile:Aita!

Thamiso:Sure



Hewalkedoutandheadedtothegate..

MeanwhileThamisowalkedoutandpassedbynot

surehowtobegin.Itwasweirdenoughthathejust

greetedhim liketheydidn'thaveamisunderstanding

before...

Hepaceduptohim andwalkedbyhissidelikehe

hadbeenaroundtheoffice...

Thamiso:Canidropyouoff?

Odirile:No,I'm good.Butthanks.

Thamiso:Areye,I'lldropyouhome...

Odirilefollowedhim thentheygotinthecarand

droveoff.



Odirilepulledtheseatbeltandleanedback.Of

courseapartofhim knewthisguyprobablyhad

somethingtodowiththisbuthewasn'tabouttolet

him knowhesuspectshim.Thepleasureofhunting

hispreywasworthit...Heknewverywellhestill

wantedFefeandthatwasok...Whowouldn'twant

her,butifheactuallytriedsneakingaroundortrying

toeliminatehim byframinghim thenhiswhole

familywouldunderstandthatmoneyisnotsecurity...

MeanwhileThamisodrovequietlyholdingthe

steeringwheelwithbothhands,somethinghenever

did...Washethatuncomfortable..

Thamiso:Ineedtoapologiseforsomethingbecause

idon'twantustohavethatfrictionbetweenus...

Odirileturnedlookingathim andlookedaway..

Odirile:Withmeyoudon'thavetoapologiseaslong



asyoudon'tdoitagain.Idon'tholdgrudges...Andi

haveashortmemory.Itendtoforgetevenifwehad

afightitdoesn'ttakelongformetoforget.Nna

gakenabothatalewenabecauseihonestlydon't

thinkiwouldhavebehaveddifferentlyinyour

situation.Maybeiwouldn'thavemovedonso

quicklybutthenwedealwithpaindifferently...What

iwillnottolerateisyouthinkingyoustandachance

orthinkinglessofme...Gakerategonyadiwa....An

whatyoudidmalobaobatilegonkgolega...Notall

ofuscanholdbackwhenprovoked.Nnakeshapo

butgaontirelabotsotsiraathaamana.

Thamiso:Iunderstandwhatyou'resaying...Andi

appreciatethatyouunderstandmysituation,weare

peoplewemakemistakes..AtleastI'm owningup

andsayinglookmanlet'sworktogetherpeacefully..

Odirile:Andidon'tmindthat

Thamiso:PersonallyhelaIfeelyoushouldn'thave

fallenforher,imeanyouknewaboutmeandher

Odirile:Aenoeogaebereke,youdumpedherso

whoeverwantsherpicksherup.Didyouthinkshe'll



besingleforever?Iwasn'tyourfriend...EvenBans

wasn'tyourfriend.Gaopalelwakemosadibaba

kgonangbaamotsaya.Kanaanongonkgogela

gosele?

Thamiso:Noareleseeoee,etaarebusetsako

morago...Let'sjusttryworkingtogether.I'llrespect

yourrelationshipandfocusonmydaughter...

Odirile:Ok,great...Sowhat'supwiththiscase?Are

youtryingtosetmeupformurder?

Thamiso:No,soyoudidn'tdoit?

Odirile:Areyousure?

Thamiso:Whywouldikillmyemployee?It'saloss

forme.Idon'tknowhowmyfingerprintsgotonthat

knifebutididn'tdoit.

Thamiso:I'llfollowitupandseewhat'sgoingon.

Odirile:Ok...Onteletsebecauseidon'twanttogoto

jail.

Thamiso:Noskawara,I'lltakecareofit..



Minuteslaterheparkedthecar,Odirilegotoutthen

hereversed...

Odirile:Thanksman

Thamiso:Sure,I'llcallyou.I'm goingtoreviewthecc

TVfootage.

Odirile:Alright,can'tyoutakeacopyabereelebella

rothe?

Thamiso:That'sbetter,letmegogetitthenI'llcall

you.ApparentlybeemetsecourtorderbutI'llputmy

neckonth3choppingboardandseeifican'tget

them togivemeacopy.

Odirile:Thanks

Thamiso:Sure..

Thamisodroveoffthenheturnedaroundand

knockedonthedoor.Fefeopenedthedoorrubbing

hersleepyeyesthenshesmiledandgaspedjumping

onhim,helaughedandgrabbedherbeforewalking

instillcarryingher...



Fefe:Whathappened?Bareng?

Odirile:I'm appearingbeforecourttomorrow.Neke

dropiwakeThamiso...

Fefe:(stoppedsmiling)Aboutthat...Ineedtotell

yousomething..

Odirile:What?

Fefe:ImetThamisolastnight.

Odirile:(frowned)And?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Fefe:Heaskedmetogotheresothatwecantalk

aboutthebaby,ididn'twanthim inthehouse

becauseofwhathappenedlasttimesoiagreed,i

alsowantedtoaskhim togetyououtif

possible...whenigotthereirealisedhemadea

picnicspot...Iwasalreadytheresoijustdownand

hehadaguitar...

Odirile'sheartbegunpumpingfasterashelookedat

her,ofcoursehedidn'twanttoscareherby

changinghisfacialexpressionsoheleanedoverand

encouragedherwithababykissbeforefixingher

hairsoshecanrelax...

Fefe:Hestartedsingingandapologising,hecried



andwehugged.Whilehugginghekissedme...But

thekissdidn'tlastlong.Heupandleftbeforewe

couldfinishtalking.I'm sorry,ididn'tknowhe'dkiss

mebutifeellikeishouldn'thavebeentoocloseto

him likethatinthefirstplace...IfeellikeI'm messing

myrelationshipwhenyou'remysecondchanceat

happiness...

Tearsfilledhereyesthensheswallowedandlooked

downasherlipstrembled...

Fefe:Ididn'tsleeplastnight,Ifeltsobad...After

everythingyou'vedoneformeIshouldn'tbe

behavinglikethat.Idon'twantyouthinkingidon't

appreciateyou...Orthatgaonkgalemelagakereetse

becauseonkgalemeletseThamisoand-

Hewatchedherlipsmovingassherumbledthenhe

pulledherchinoverandkissedher,thekissgot

intenseasheslidhishandunderherdressandinto

herpanties.



Hestaggeredaroundtodropheronthebedbutthe

babywassleepingsohebackedherupagainstthe

wallandkissedher.Heunzippedhispantsand

pulledouthisbulbousheadthenheslidinher

pantieswhiletheystoodthere..Hewasn'taboutto

layheronanythingandmakefunnysoundstowake

thebaby,hewastakingitstandingrightinfrontof

her...From thisheknewitwouldhurtbutthenitwas

abouttimesheadjusted..

Hekissedherandlookedbackatthebabyasthey

triednottobreathoutloudthenheloweredhimself

andpusheditup,standingonhertwofeetmadeher

tighteranditfeltlikeshewascracking,sheflinched

andgraspedthenhecoveredhermouthandstepped

downonherpantiesasheliftedherlegoutthenhe

curvedhisbackandslippedintoherwetness...

Odirile:(inherear)You'regoodgirlok?I'llneverbe

angrywithyouifyoutellmethetruth...Imissedthis



pussy...

Hekissedherandenjoyedhimself,heturnedher

aroundandputhisarm aroundherneckreducing

herairashewentdeepfulllength.Thebabymoved

herheadandhepausedholdinghisbreath,shewent

backtosleepthenhedrilledslowlydrawingherin

untilsheherselfstartedhumpingonhim fasterand

clampedonhim withherflesh.Heclosedhiseyes

andandbitherneckhernecklikealionmakinghis

lionessthenhereleasedhisnextgenerationintoher.

Heshoveddeeperandshejumpedasheheldherin

placeandemptiedinsideher...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileThamiwalkedoutofthehousehanginga

toweloverhisshoulderandsatonthepoollounge

chaircheckinghisphoneagainforOdirile'scall...

KnowingFefeshedefinitelytoldhim...Shetells

everythingandwaitingnotknowingwhat's



happeningtherewasterrible.Heputthephoneaside

andsighedtappinghisfoot..

Hegrabbedhisphoneanddialedthedetective...

Him:Hello?

Thami:Kantewhenareyouguysgoingtodo

everything,thismidwifeneedstopayforwhatshe

did.

Him:Iknow,andshewillpaydearly.

Thami:Yaanongwhat'sslowingthis?

Him:Thamiakereyouknowthecourtistheproblem

here?TomorrowI'm gettingourDNAresults,we

weren'tgoingtouseresultsfrom parentstsaprivate.

Wehadtodoourowntestingandbringthe

informationbeforethejudgesohecanfinalise

everything.

Thami:Kanawestillhaven'tchangedthechildren's

namesbecausewedon'thavecourtordersbutthat's

notmyconcernbecauseiknowitwillhappen.I'm



justworriedaboutthisnursegoingscot-free

Him:Hewon't..Trustme..

Leavesbehindhim cracked,hisheartskippedashe

hungupandturnedaroundtoOdirile,hestoodupas

hisheartpoundedthroughhisthroat.Ashe

approachedhenoticeditwashisfriend,hesighedin

reliefandrubbedhisforehead...

Thami:Fox!Iforgotyousaidyou'llarrivetoday

Fox:AreyouOK?

Thami:(sighedsmiling)Yeah..

Fox:Iknowyou,don'tlietome...Ihaven'tseenyou

inayearbutiknowyou'renotOK...

Thamisotriedtokeepastraightfacebuttears

burnedhiseyesthenheturnedawayandrubbedhis

eyes,hesatonthechairthenFoxsatnexttohim...



Fox:Anyluckgettingourqueenback?

Thami:Gothatayalentswelaiteaka.I'vebeen

replacedsofast...nowI'm stuck,howdoyouletgo

ofsomeonelikethat?Someoneyouloveddearlybut

atthesametimehurt...Iregretnotbeingatthe

hospitalwhenmydaughterwasborn.

Fox:You'llbefine...Butmyadviceisdon'ttrythis

guy.Odirilegivesmebadvibesmaybeit'shisheight

idon'tknow.I'veneverseenhim fightoranything

but...Sekebekwawasebonahela.

Thami:No,lennakechaisitse...Inevertookhim

seriouslyuntililookedathishistory.Hehashad

severalfightsinprison...Gatwebythetimeheleft

hewasleadingapowerfulgangintherethat

includesmoneyheist,exhighprofilebodyguards

andguysservingtimeformoneylaundryandfraud.

Theseguyskanabaaggressivegoreduringtheir

operations.Onetimewewereonachase...Iwas

newtothepolice...Waitsethoseguysdidn'thesitate

toshootme....

Fox:Iremember...



Thami:I'veneverbeenthesamesince...Iknowguys

whodothesedon'tplaysoiknowwhatOdirileis

capableofifthat'swhohangsaroundwith.

Fox:I'm withyou...Forpeacesakeacceptyourloss..

Thami:Butikissedherlastnight,

Fox:Fefealemaakajaanaotaadidimalatota?

Thami:Idoubt,Fefeoratagobolela...Evenifshe

keepsquietnowonedayitwilljustslipoutofher

mouth.

Fox:Avoiddramamr..

Thami:Yeahneh

FoxstoodupandpulledouthisTshirtthenhispants

andjumpedinthepool,Thamismiledandjumpedin

foldinghislegsanddroppedlikeaball...Theygot

outofthepoolanddivedindifferentwaysasthe

watersplashedallover...



AtFefe'sHouse...

LateronOdirileputonhisvestwhileFefelaidonthe

bedasleep...anightawayfrom thispussyfeltlike

halfayearbutnowheneededtotakecareof

business...

Heputonhissocksandtheshoesthenhegrabbed

thecarkeysandleft...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

LateronFoxhoppedupandsatontheedgeofthe

thepoolwhileThamisodidafewbackstrokesinthe

pool...

MeanwhileOdiriledrovethroughtheopengateand

parkedthecar.Heknockedandwalkedin...



Odirile:Thamiso?!

HewalkedaroundandpickedapictureofFefeby

thetelevisionthenhewalkedthroughthekitchen

doorfollowingtheslapsofthepoolwater.

Hesteppedinthebackyardandapproachedthepool

looseningthestringsofhissweatpants.Foxturned

aroundandlookedathim...

Fox:(loweredhisvoice)Mothootsilemr!{heishere}

Thamisoturnedaroundandrubbedthewateroffhis

faceasOdiriletookouthispantsanddroppedthem

off.

ThamisohoppedoutofthepoolbutOdirile

spearheadedhim backinthepoolastheysplashed

thewaterout.



Thamiso:Whatare-

Odirilepushedhim underthewater.Foxdivedinthe

waterandjumpedbehindOdirileputtinghisarms

aroundhisneck.OdirileletgoofThamiandpunched

him thenhegrabbedThamibeforehecouldhopout

andpulledhim underwater.

TheystayedunderwaterasThamikickedand

drowningstrugglingwhileOdirilekepthim under

waterwithastraightfacelikehewasn'tunderwater

himself...

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#39

Odirilepulledhim outofthewater,Thamigaspedfor

airrubbinghisfacewhileFoxstoodbyrecording...

Odirile:Thisisfortryingtorunmeoverwithacar

whileiwascarryingachild.

Hepushedhim underwateragain,Thamikickedand

splashedwaterwhileOdirilekepthim underwater

thenhepulledhim outandfacedhim...

Odirile:ThisisfortryingtotakeadvantageofFefe

andusingmycasetolureher..

Hepushedhim underwateragain,thistimeThami

didn'tputupsomuchofafightasheshookhishead

underwaterexhausted.



Odirilepulledhim upandturnedaroundastheyboth

facedFoxwhowasstillholdingthephonerecording.

Odirileputuptwofingerspeacewithhisarm around

Thami.

Odirile:Ihopeyou'retakingniceshotstoo..Whata

nicewaytoembarrassyourfriendbeforetheladies

onfacebook.

Thami:Foxstoprecording!

Theguysswam totheedgeofthepool,Odirile

hoppedandsatontheedgeasThamiarrivedthen

hegavehim ahandandpulledhim up...

Thamisosatontheedgeandswallowedtearfully

lookingatthepool..

Thamiso:I'm sorry...



Odirilelookedathim andsighedguiltstricken,he

couldneverunderstandrichkids...Sosoftandvery

lesspride...

Thamiso:Iwasn'teventryingtotakeadvantageof

her...

Odirile:Didyougetthem toreleaseme?

Thamiso:Yes

Odirile:Why

Thamiso:Becausesheaskedmeto,andonly

becausesheaskedmeto.Atfirstididn'tthinkyou

diditbutisawyourrecordandyou'vejusttriedtokill

mesoifthatguardpissedyouoff,youkilledhim.

Odirile:Whydidyoupickmeup?

Thamiso:Ifiguredthat'swhatshewanted,idon't

know....

Odirilesighedandwiggledhisfeetonwater...



Odirile:Ididn'tdoit...

Thamiso:ImanagedtogettheccTVfootagebuti

haven'tlookedatit.

Odirile:Canwehavealook?

Thamiso:Ok...

Theygotup,Thamisothrewhim atowelthenhe

grabbeditandwipedhimself.Thamisowalked

towardshisfriendandgothisphone...

Fox:What?

Thamiso:I'm deletingit

Fox:(loweredhisvoice)Itsevidence

Thamiso:Ialsoranhim withacaratshwerengwana,

hedidn'tpresscharges.

Fox:Sowhat?Hejusttriedtokillyou!

Thamiso:Tsamaya,I'llcallyou...Iknowyourphone



canrestorethatvideowithin30daysbeforeitcan

bepermanentlydeletedbutidon'twantanyone

seeingmelikethat.Iam apoliceofficerandI'll

neversurvivethebullythatwillcomewiththis.Just

letthisrest.

Fox:Ok.

Thamiso:I'm serious,idon'twanttobecyberbullied

gotwekeweak.Youknowpeoplecanbeheartless

onsocialmedia,I'm notthatstrong.I'vemadeafool

ofmyselfbyleavingFefewhensheneededmethe

most,thiswilldrivemetosuicide.Keagokopalet

thisgo.

Fox:Ok,youdeleteditanditsgone.Iwasonlytaking

itforyourbenefitasevidencesowecanreporthim.

Thamiso:It'sok,gohome.I'lltalktoyoulater,I'm

tryingtohelphim forhersake.I'm tryingtomakeit

uptoherbecauseiknowsheloveshim.

Fox:Whataboutyou?

Tearsfilledhiseyesthenheshruggedhis



shoulders...

Thamiso:Idon'tknow,goshapo.

Theyturnedaroundandwalkedbacktothelounge

chairswheretheirdrypantswere,Odiriletookoffhis

wetshortsandgrabbedhissweatpantsashis

bulbousdangledbetweenhislegs..Foxpausedwith

histhumbshookingthewaistbandjustbeforehe

couldpulldownhiswetshorts,heandThamiso

lookedatoneanotherthenhegrabbedhiscarkeys

andclothes.

Fox:I'llchangeinthecar...

Hehunghisclothesoverhisshoulderandfist

bumpedwithhisfriend..

Fox:Seeyoulater



Thamiso:Sure...

Thamisoturnedawaytakingoffhisshortsand

changedthenheturnedbacktoOdirilewhowasn't

evenawarewhatwasgoingon...

Thamiso:Let'sgo...

Odirilestoodupandfollowedhim inthehouse...

Thamiso:Haveaseat..Ineedtousethebathroom.

Odirile:Sure...

Odirileputdownhiscarkeysandsighedlookingat

theframedpicturesonthewall..Heputhishandsin

thepocketsandlookedatpicturesofThamiwhen

hewasalittleboystandingbythepoolwithbicycles

behindhim.Thisguymusthaveenjoyedlifefrom the

dayhewasborn...sopoolswereactuallytherewhen



theywereyounger?Talkaboutbeingbornwitha

silverspoon.ThesoundofThamisothrowingupin

thetoiletinterruptedhisthoughtsthenhequietly

walkedoverandslightlypushedthedoorwithhis

finger...

Thamisowaskneelingbythetoiletpushinghis

fingeruphisthroatsohecouldreducetheamount

ofwaterhe'ddrunkinthepool.Odirileswallowed

guiltstrickenasThamisoturnedlookingathim...

Thamiso:What?

Odirile:Aenothing,nekeipotsagoreodiraeng

Thamiso:Otaanyelaokaipotsa?

Odirilelaughedandshookhishead,hedidn'texpect

thatkindofresponsethenThamisoandflashedthe

toiletthenheleanedoverthesinkwashinghisface...



Odirile:Oshapo?

Thamiso:Yeah,I'm good..

Theywalkedout,Odirilewaitedintjesittingroom

whileThamisowalkedinthebedroom andgothis

laptopthenshegrabbedthebodylotionandjoined

him inthesittingroom wherehewasstilladmiring

hischildhood...

Odirile:Youhadahappychildhood...

Thamisoswitchedthelaptoponandlookedatthe

pictureOdirilewaslookingat...

Thamiso:Notreally

Odirile:Howcome?Imeanyouhadeverythingevery

littleboydreamedoff...

Thamiso:Myparentswereneverhome,theyworked

toohardandtravelledalotsowespenttimewith



themaidandshedidn'tallowustoplaybecausewe

wouldgetourselvesdirty.Shealsodidn'tlikeme

ridingthebicyclebecauseI'dfallandscratchmy

kneesthenmymotherwouldscream ather...Inever

reallyenjoyedthosethings,iwasforcedtowatch

TV...

Odirile:Wow...That'ssad

Thamiso:Yeah...Butlateronthemaidtaughtme

howtohavesex,ithinkiwas16...that'swheni

enjoyedmylife.ShetreatedmelikeakingandI

demanded

Odirile:(laughedoutloud)Youfuckedthemaid?

Theylaughedandbumpedshoulders...

Odirile:Howiwish..

Thamiso:Mymothercaughtusandfiredher.Omo

ilagoregatweontheipile



Theylaughedoutloud...

Odirile:Mychildhoodwasfun...Weplayedoddfun

games...Wedidwirecars...Wehadtomaketoysfor

ourselves.WeplayedNkhorongolediale...

Thamiso:Nkhorongokeeng?

Odirile:(laughed)Youplaywithwatermelonrind...

Thamiso:You'vejustremindedme...

Hewalkedinthekitchenandwalkedoutwithatray

ofwatermelonandaknifethenheplaceditonthe

table..

Thamiso:Let'seat...Sohowdoesitwork?

Odirile:Youhavetoshapeawireintoaforkoftwo

tinesthenyouusethattoshootattheslicedpieces

ofwatermelonrind,whoeverhasmorepieceswins.

Thamiso:Soundseasy...



Odirile:It'snot,piecescanslipoffwhenyouliftthe

wire

Thamiso:stilliwouldhavewon

Odirile:Wewillplayitoneday...Idareyou..

Thamiso:Legapukeleakere?Retaabona...Are

bonepelevideoee..

TheywatchedtheCcTVsilentlyastheyatethe

slicesofwatermelon.Afamiliaryoungmanwalked

pastthesecurityguardandintotheblindspot,afew

minutespastthenthesecurityguardstooduplike

someonewascallinghim orsomethingneededhis

attentionontheblindspot...Hewalkedoutofthecc

TVcoverageandtherewasnoactionforawhileas

peoplepassedbythenthesameyoungmanranout

oftheblindspotwithahoodieoverhishead..

Odirile:It'sthesameguyright?

Thamiso:Definitely...Isawthisguysomewhere...I

wonderwhere...



Odirile:Maybeheisapreviousoffender...

Thamiso:Possibly...Iknowmostofthesecriminals

kanabannahelakopolice...

Thesecurityguardcrawledoutleavingatrailof

bloodthenpeoplesurroundedhim asthebuilding

managerranoutandcalledthepolice.Odirile'splate

numberparked,justthetipofthecarbonnet

appearedthenhejumpedoutandjoinedeveryone...

Thamiso:Thisisenoughtoexonerateyou

Odirile:Istilldon'tunderstandhowmyfingerprints

endedontheknife...That'sgoingtogetmein

troubleespeciallybecauseialreadyhaveahistoryof

aknife.

Thamiso:Yeahbutthisisenoughtofreeyou,ihave

alawyerfriendwhowillnotresistthiscase...He

likesaddinggoodrecord...Wagoelebahelajaana

abeabonawin.

Odirile:Ok...Ifyousayso...



Odirilesighedandleanedback...

Odirile:GonemmeI'm reallygladwehaveanidealof

whomighthavedonethis...Thankyou

Thamiso:Sure

Odirile:Whyareyouhelpingme?

Thamiso:Whyshouldn'ti?

Odirile:BecauseI'm withher?

Thamiso:Likeyousaid,youdidn'tstealherfrom

me...

TherewasanawkwardmomentthenOdirilenoticed

aPlayStationbytheTV...

Odirile:KanaI'veneverplayedTVgamewaitse,nna

ntsekereI'llbuyitandforget.KeboP100akere?

Thamiso:Watsenwanemonna?Didyoujustcallmy



PS4TVgame?GolomokeP7000

Odirile:P7000forTVgameyoucangetforP100in

Chineseshops?

Thamiso:Themonnadon'tdisrespectmyPs4...TV

gameyamachinaislike3310whileps4isiPhone

11,that'sthedifference.Takwano...Heiotwaela

Ps4yamewaitse...

Hepluggedeverythingandhandedhim theother

Thamiso:Let'splayfootball...Youknowhowtoplay

footballright?

Odirile:I'm sureI'm goingtobeatyountseelegone

keithutangthisTVgame

Thamiso:Ok,let'sseethen...

Heshowedhim howtousethecontrollerandthey

begunplaying.



Odirile:Thisfeelssoreal...

Thamiso:Iknow..

Theyplayeduntiltheendofthegameandbegun

anothergame...

AtFefe'sHouse...

LateronFefeslowlygotupandlookedaroundthe

housebutOdirilewasn'taround.

Shelookedatthetimeonherphonethenshedialed

hisphonebutitjustrangunanswered.Shedialed

Baneedi...

Bans:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,itoldODthatThamikissedmeandnowhe

isgone,doyouthinkhewenttobeathim up?Would



hedothat?

Bans:Afterrunninghim overwithacar?Yeah,

definitely...Odirilecounts,butmaybethat'sstrike2,

thethirdtimeheisgoingtopunchhim.Haveyou

triedcallinghim?

Fefe:Heisnotpicking

Bans:Buthewon'tkillhim,heisprobablygoingto

slaphim acoupleoftimesandleave.Heisnot

violentkoorehelagaabategotalelwa.

Fefe:Afewslapsisnotviolence?

Bans:No,itsonlyviolenceifyou'redoingittoa

woman,molekeselfdefense...Moleseamo

itwaolole.

Fefe:Whyam isurprisedthatyouofallpeoplethinks

likethat.

Bans:(laughed)IfitwasmewhoThamiranover

withacarnkabegonkgile...Golomoogaatwaela

ibileODampitse..I'm kidding,I'm justplaying...

Odirilewon'tdoanythingstupid...Listenifhewas

badiwouldn'thavebeenOKwithhim beingwithyou.



Fefe:Thisisnewstome,soyoudon'thavea

problem?

Bans:Ididn'twanthim tohavecrazysexwithyou,

thatwasmybiggestproblem withhim.Notthatheis

notgood...ButifyouwantThamisobackletOdirile

know,hewillunderstandandhewon'ttroubleyou.

Thereasonthisisgoingtobeawkwardisbecause

nowyou'rehisgirlfriendandheismyfriendbutwr

can'ttalkaboutyouorhisplansbecauseitsjust

odd...Mmehelaenewagoratalennaheismyfriend

andIwouldn'twantyoutohurthim.Don'tplaythem

becauseOdirilegaaakanyesenteunderstress.

Fefe:What'scrazysex?

Bans:Ifyoudon'tknowitthenhekepthispromise...

AndI'm impressedwithhim.

Fefe:Sowhatisit?

Bans:Justhiswildimaginations...Weusedtotalk

deeplyaboutsuch.Itsdisturbing,itsbestyoudon't

know(laughed)togaomotshaba...butpromiseme

you'llnotbeafraidtotalktomeifhehurtsyouin

anyway.YouknowI'm heretoprotectright?



Fefe:Iwon'tbeafraid.YouknowI'lltellyou.Howis

Jane?

Bans:Wearewaitingforthepolicetotracetheother

mother,that'sourlasthope...Theyalsosaidthe

deadbabyhasexhumedsotheycandoaDNAtest

Fefe:Ok,I'llcheckonherlater.Bye.

Shehungupandsighed...

AtThamiso'sHouse....

Laterontheguysshoutedsittingontheveranda

playingnkhorongo....Thamisoshothisweaponand

pickedatotalof4piecestogetherwhileOdirile

pickedthreethenhedroppedthem andshotagain

asOdirilefolloweduntiltheywerefinished...

Thamiso:(smiled)Whatdidisay?Omosimanyana

themonna



Odirile:That'sonlybecausethecontrollergavemy

fingerscramps...

Thamiso:(laughed)Really?Really?

OdirilesmiledandlaughedasThamisolaughedat

him,RragweThamisostoppedthecarbetweentheir

carsandsteppedout...

Thamiso'sheartskippedashelookedathisfather,

hewasn'tsurehowtheissuewithAsaendedandfor

awhilehehadforgotten...

Theguysstoodupanddustedtheirkneesastheold

mansteppedoverthestoopandstoodbylookingat

thepiecesofwatermelon...

Him:Whatthehellisthis?

Odirile:Dumelang...

Him:Yeah..



Odirile:(toThamiso)Ihavetogo...Kebatagoheta

kaAsa.Shestayscloseby

Him:Sure

Odirilewalkedinthehousewherehegotdressed

andsteppedoutwhileThamisoandhisfatherstood

by.

Theguysshoulderbumpedthenhepacedtothecar

beforedrivingoff,hisfatherturnedandlookedat

him...

Him:Isn'tthisboysupposedtobeinprison?

Thami:Hedidn'tdoanythingbuthewillbeappearing

beforethecourttomorrow.

Him:Didhejustsayheisgoingtohissister'shouse?

Doesthatmeansheisthere?

Him:Whatdoyoumean?Idon'tunderstandwhat

youmean



Him:Nevermind...Comeinside...Thereissomething

ineedtodiscusswithyou...

Thamisofollowedhim inside...

AtAsa'sHouse....

LateronOdirilesteppedoutofthecartalkingtohis

father...

Odirile:Eerra,I'm coming...Ijustwantedtopassby

Asa'shouse.I'llexplainlaterwhyshemovedout..Ee

rra,bye

Hehungupandapproachedthedoorashecaught

rottensmellcomingfrom inside.Heknockedonthe

doorseveraltimesbuttherewasnoanswerthenhe

movedtothewindowandtriedlookinginsidebutit

waslocked.



Hemovedtotheotherwindowanditwasslightly

closed,hepulleditopenandmovedthecurtains

lookinginside...

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#40

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Thamiso:Soyou'reforcingmetoleavemyjob?

Hisfather:I'm not,iwantyoutochoose...Handover

yoursharestomeorcomedoyourpart,youcan't

getfreemoneyanymore...andstophangingwiththis

securityguard..heisnotyourfriendandifinditvery

childishthatyoutwowouldevenspendtime

togetherlikeyou're5yearsold.Hegotyourgirlfriend,

areyoustupid?

Thamiso:I'vebeenthinkingaboutleavingbut...I'll

leaveaftermakingsuretheseguysknowheis

innocent.Someoneframedhim

Him:So?Howisthatyourresponsibility?

Thamiso:(openedhislaptop)Lookatthisfootage...

KeyaCcTV....Thisguyseemssofamiliar...Iwonder

whereisawhim.Iprobablyoncearrestedhim...



Theoldmanfrownedlookingatthevideoand

clenchedhisjaws...

Thamiso:Hedidn'tdothis...

Him:Ifthisguardgoestojailforlifeorevengetsa

deathsentenceFefewillallbeyours.Trustmeyou'll

neverfindanyoneyoulovelikeFefe...In

relationshipspeoplefightfortheirlove,theyfight

withwhatevertheyhave...Havingasweetheartwon't

bringherback...Sheisstillangryyouleftherfor

Coco...Thisguardontheotherhandhaseverything

goingwell,hissecuritycompanyisclimbingupthe

ladder...Oneofmybusinesspartnerswantstogive

him a10yearcontract,youknowwhatthatmeans?

Thamiso:No?

Him:Thatmeansinlessthanthreemonthsthis

guardwon'tjustbedrivingasecurityguardcarhe

willaffordanicecar,heisgoingtomarryherandwe

allknowFefedoesn'tcheat...Imagineifsheisawife.

Youcanforgetabouther.Soonandverysoonthis



guardwillbeontopofhisgameandyou?You'llbe

justapoliceofficer...Iwantedasonwhowillhelp

merunthefamilybusinessandwhatdoiget?

Someonewholikesrunningafterthieves...Imean

really?You'reagrownman...You'velivedyourdream

andenjoyedyourjob.Yougotpromotionsandnow

you'renotevendoingwhatyoucameforwhichwas

tocatchthebadguys..

Nowyou'rebehindthedesk.

Thamiso:It'snotlikeI'm befriendinghim,ijustwant

justicetobeserved.Iam apoliceofficeratheart

anditwouldbreakmyhearttoseeaninnocentman

gotojailforsomethinghedidn'tdo,I'm nottherefor

moneyI'm therebecauseiwantjusticeforeveryone.

Ifyouactuallyrespectedmywishesyou'djustletme

finishthisonecasethenicancomerunthe

company.

Him:Alright,helpmelogintomyemailaccount...I

wanttorespondtoafewemails.I'm onadeadline...

Thamisoclickedonhislaptopandopenedhis



father'semailthenhepushedthelaptopover..

Thami:Canibringyouanything?

Him :Nah,I'm good...Ohman!Ihaveameeting...

(grabbedthelaptop)I'llgiveyouthislater.Ihavea

meeting

Thami:sure..

Hisfatherwalkedoutthenhesatdownand

switchedontheTV....

AtFefe'sHouse...

FefestoodbylookingatBellaasshecriedholding

herfood.Shebroughtheracupofwaterandhanded

herbutBellajustcarriedoncrying.Sheclearly

missedhermotherandnowshewonderedhow

Nayawasdoingwiththatrudewoman...

Shepickedherupandputheroverhershoulder



shushingher...

Fefe:Bella?Youhavetostopcrying...Igaveyou

foodandwater...You'renothungry....Stopcrying...

Shepickedadollandhandedher,Bellaslowlytookit

andrubbedhertearswithherouterhand...

Fefe:Goodgirl,don'tcryok?Nocryingmygirl...Ok?

ShenoddedquietlythenFefesmiled...

Fefe:Highfive?

Shelookedatherhandconfusedandfigureditout

thensheclappedonherhand.Fefesmiledand

tickledherasshelaughedoutloud...



Odirilecalledthenshepicked...

Fefe:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,ithinkAsawastryingtoabort,actually

sheaborted.

Fefe:What?Whereisshe?

Odirile:Idon'tknow,sheisnotherebutthedooris

lockedsosheleft.

Fefe:Haveyoucheckedthehospital?

Odirile:I'm onmywaythere,thehousesmellsso

badandthelandlordcalledthepolice.Ibeggedher

gorewewillhiresomeonetocleanbutshesaysshe

doesn'twanttohelpconcealacrimescene...

Fefe:Whywouldsheabort?Ithoughtshesaidher

babydaddyisrichandhewilltakecareofherand

thebaby.

Odirile:Idon'tknow,ineveraskheranything

becauseshehasavilemouthandihavefeelings.

Akebategorogiwakengwananyana..



Fefe:Eish

Odirile:BythewayThamishowedmeaccTV

footageshowingtheguywhomighthavestabbed

Kabelo.It'sveryclearandithinkthepolicewillleave

mealoneoncetheygetthefootage.

Fefe:Wow,that'sgoodnews...Wait..Howdidyou?

Odirile:Iwenttohishouse,wetalkedaboutyouand

solveditthenwewentonandlookedatthefootage.

Fefe:(smiledrelived)oh,OK...Inwasworriedwhen

youdidn'tanswer.

Odirile:Iwasprobablyoutsideorsomething.Letme

gotothehospitalandseeifIcanfindAsa.Iswear

thisgirlisgoingtogivemyparentsaheartattack..

Fefe:ButI'm surethiswasalesson.Updateme

Odirile:Sure,ohandbabe?

Fefe:Mm?

Odirile:(smiled)Keagorataautwa?

Fefe:(smiled)Iloveyoutoobabe..



ShehungupsmilingandnoticedBellahadfallen

asleep.Shelaidheronthebedandsighedadmiring

her...

Atthehospital...

LateronOdirilestoodbywaitingwhilethelady

behindthedesktalkedtothephone...

Her:(hungup)Sheisgynaecologistwardupstairs,

room 2.

Odirile:Thankyou...

Odirilewalkedtowardstheelevatorandgotinthen

hepressedthebuttonandwaited,adoctorwalkedin

andsmiledathim..

Her:Hi...



Odirile:Hey..

Her:MynameisDina

Odirile:Odirile..

Shelookedathim andsmiledwithherhandsinthe

coat...

Her:You'rehandsome...Ilikeyourbodytoo,doyou

exercisealot?

Odirile:Um...Thankyou,idon'texercisemaybeits

justfrom working...Manualwork...

Her:Canitakeyououtsometime?

Odirilelookedatherandsmilednotsurehowto

respondinapolitemanner..

Odirile:(smiled)You'reverybeautiful...

Her:(lookeddown)but?



Odirile:Ihaveagirlfriend...Ihopeyoudon'ttakeit

thewrongway...Youdeservebetterthantobethe

otherwoman.I'm sayingthisbecauseirespectyou

enoughnottomakeyouasidechick..

Her:Ok...(sighedembarrassed)It'sok..

Odirile:Thereisnoneedtobeembarrassed..Gase

sepehela,itsnotlikeI'dtellanyone.

Her:Yeah...Iunderstand.

Theliftstoppedandthedoorsopenedthenshe

steppedout,hefollowedbehindherandturnedinto

room 2.Hewalkedpasttwobedsandrecognised

hissistersittingatthecorner.

Shesmiledtearfullyandburstintotearsashe

stoppedbyherbed...

Odirile:Whathappened?Stopitwithcrocodiletears

Asalepele,doyouhaveanyideawhatyoudidtothat

woman'shouse?



Asa:I'llgocleanit

Odirile:Shecalledthepolice!Whydidyouabort?I

wouldhavehelpedyouraisethebabyifthatboywas

denyingit...Theproblem withyou,you'remissknow

itall...GaokgalemelweAsa.You'vebrokenmyheart,

I'm verydisappointedbecauseithoughtyou'llendup

inuniversity.Insteadyou'resleepingaround...Your

agematesareinclassaswespeaknowwritingtheir

exams.

Asa:I'm goingbacktoclasstomorrow,thedoctor

saidI'llbeouttodayaftermyscan...Imissedmy2

examspapersbutiknowthatifipasswhat'slefti

cango...AslongasIwrite6subjectsoutof9iknow

I'llpass.KegopromiserboB.Kebakileketa

itshwarakamaitseo...PleasetakemehomeandI'll

nevermisbehaveagain.

Odirile:Stilldon'twanttotellmewhogotyou

pregnant?

Asa:Iwanttoputitallbehindme...Idon'twantto

dateanyone.Iwantschoolonly...It'sjustsome

stupidboy.



Odirile:Hedidn'tthreatenyouintoabortingright?

Becauseifhedidtheniwill-

Asa:Hedidn't...Idon'twantyougettingintroublefor

me.I'vedisappointedyouenough...Ijustwanttogo

backhomeandbehave...

Odirile:Ihopeyou'renotjustsaying

Asa:Ipromise...

Hesteppedoverandhuggedherwhileshesaton

thehospitalbed...

Atthemanager'soffice...

Twopoliceofficerswalkedinandshookhandswith

themanagerbeforesittingdown...

Officer:WeareherefortheccTVfootagewetalked

about...



Manager:Waitsegoreaftertalkingtoyouthis

morningirealisedthatourcameraswerenot

workingdayspriortotheincident,evenonthedayof

thisstabbingitwasn'tworking.

Officer2:Areyoukiddingme?Yousaidyour

camerasprobablyhadsomething

Manager:Iknow,ithoughttheywereworking...But

sinceweneverreallycheckonthem wedidn'tknow

theydon'twork...

Thepoliceofficerslookedatoneanotherand

sighed....

Minuteslatertheywalkedoutofthebuildingand

dialedThamiso....

Thamiso:Hello?

Officer:Hi,itsme...Wejustwalkedoutofthe

complex,theydon'thavetheccTVfootage...Didyou

saysomethingaboutthem havingit?



Thamiso:Whatdotheymean?Igotitfrom their

assistantmanagerthismorning.Ihaveacopy

Officer:Areyousureyouhaveit?Becausethe

managerseemsverysure

Thamiso:Don'tworryI'lldropitintheofficeinafew

minutes,ithasthedatesandeverything.

Officer:Alrightcool

Hehungupthentheygotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileThamisohungupanddialedhisfather's

phonebutitwasoff,hedialedhismother...

Her:Hello?

Thamiso:Hi,areyouatworkorhome?

Her:I'm atwork,wearewiththepolice,someone



justbrokeintoyourfather'scar.Theystolehis

phone,walletandthelaptop.

Thamiso:Mylaptoporhislaptop?

Her:Idon'tknowhekeepstalkingaboutalaptop,the

policeareheresantsegolebusy.I'llcallyoubackor

youcancallhim whenheisdonetalkingtothem

Thamiso:Ok

Hehungupandsighed...

Thamiso:(whispered)Shit!

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningAsalepelewalkedinshamefully

asherparentslookedather...Odirilesatdownand

sighed...



Hermother:Whereareyoucomingfrom?Wesent

youtoMaunforschoolandyourenthouses?Where

doyougetthemoneyforhouses?

Asa:(lookingdown)I'm sorry...

Herfatherturnedhisblindfacetoherdirection...

Him:Iwantedyoutwotohaveabrightfutureand

livebetterthanwearebutitseemsthat'snotwhere

weareheaded.Iam withabrokenheart...Asalepele

you'vebrokenmyheartmydaughter...

Odirile:It'sstillnotlate...Shecanstillgobackto

schooltomorrowandwriteherexams

Mother:Agokwalaengthogoyagagweetetse

banna?

Odirile:Itrusther...Let'snotdwellonthepast...Are

moitshwarelengakwaleexam...(turnedtoher)Asa

youdon'thavetime,otherkidswerereadingwhile

youweresleepingaround...Iwon'tsugar-coat

anything...Ifyoudon'tfocusyou'regoingtofail.I



won'tpayforyourtutors,whatevermoneyI'm going

tomakewillbetoimprovethelivesofourparents...

Theydeservebetter,doyouunderstandme?

Asa:Yes,iunderstand.Iwillpass

Mother:Mxm,waii...Selosemphetsapeloketase

shimega...

Shetookoffhershoeandsmackedherasshehid

behindherbrother,Odirilehidherbehindhisbackas

hismotherthrewthesecondshoewhichlandedon

hisdick...Heclenchedhisjawsandputhishand

overit...

AtFefe'sHouse...

LaterthatnightOdirileknockedonthedoor,Fefe

openedthedoorandsmiledthenhesmiledand

kissedher...



Odirile:Hourswithoutseeingyoufeelslikehell...

Fefe:HowisAsa?

Odirile:(laughed)Reading

Fefe:(laughed)Didshesaywhathappened?

Odirile:No,ithinkherlittleboyfriendprobably

panickedanddeniedthepregnancythensheaborted.

Thepoliceaskedherquestionsandshedenied

aborting..Shesaysshewokeupwiththatpainand

afterseeingthatbloodandthebabycomingoutshe

calledataxiandrushedtothehospital..

Fefe:Ok..

Odirile:(smiled)Tomorrowillbeafreeman....

Thamisoandisawthefootage.

Shesmiledthenheleanedoverandkissedher....

Incourt....



ThenextmorningOdirileparkedthecarandstepped

outwithFefethentheywalkedinthebuilding

holdinghands...

Fefe:Courtsreallyscaremewaitse..

Odirile:Iknow...Iwasworriedbutthatfootagegave

mehope.

Theytooktheirseatsandwaitedwithawholenot

morepeoplecomingforothercases,minuteslater

thecourtdoorsopenedandeveryonegotin.They

tooktheirseatsandsighed..

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#41

Atschool....

Thesirenwailedsignalingtheendofthelessonthen

theteacherclosedherbooksandwalkedout.Asa

stoodupandfollowedher...

Shewasn'tsurehowshe'drespondbutsheknew

sheneededtodothis...

Asa:Ma'am?

Theteacherturnedaroundandlookedather...

Her:Yes?

Asa:Iwaswonderingifyoucangivemethesyllabus



soIcanstudytheothertopicsthatimissed..

Her:(recognisedher)Whathappenedtoyou?

Asa:Iwaspregnantbutihadamiscarriage.

Her:Oh,I'm sorry...AreyoufeelingOK?

Asa:Eemma

Her:I'llbringyouthesyllabustomorrow,didyouget

forothersubjects?

Asa:Ionlygot2fortheoptions.Itshardtofind

teachersbecauseexamshavestartedandothers

don'tcometoclass..

Her:Yeah,lessonslongended..Lennaiwasjust

herefortherevision.I'llaskotherteachersforthe

syllabusandgiveyou.Ihopeotherstudentsaren't

makingitdifficultforyou.

Asa:Notreally,idon'tcarewhattheysay.Iwantto

showmybrotherthatIam capableofdoingexactly

whatheexpectedme.Myparentsalsolosthopein

me..IhavemademistakesandI'velearntthat

moneymakesallthedifference...Idon'tthinkgo

bechetswagomonategohetamadiaoa



bereketseng.

Her:Gontsehelajalongwanaka,whenyougrowup

you'llrealisethatmengetturnedoffbywomenwho

areburdensandalwaysbeggingformoney.They

wantwomentheyknowcanalsohelpthem inlife...

Ifyoudon'thavemoneyasawomanyougetabused.

Independentwomendon'tgetabused,alotof

womenwhodependonmenareforcedtostayeven

ifthey'renothappybecausethatmanistheir

everything.Thatmanishersalarysohowcanshe

leave?Insteadshewillsayleavinganabusive

relationshipishard...It'snothardthat'swhywomen

easilyleavebrokemen...Theydon'tneedsupport

leavingorrejectingabrokemenbutwhenhehas

moneytheywantsupportbecauseleavingishard.It

breaksmyhearttota...Ihaveasisterwho-

Heremotionsraisedasshespokeuntilshenoticed

shewastalkingtoastudent...

Her:Anyways...Iknowyou'llpassbecauseyouwere



oneofthebeststudentsever.

Asa:Eemma,thankyou.

Shewalkedbackinclassandsatatthecorner

readingtryingtocatchupforthenextexam paper...

Attheoffice...

OnthesamemorningThamisowalkedintheIT

officeandsighedstandingbythedoor...

Thamiso:Hi,howfarareyou?

Technician:Istillcan'tlocateit,assoonaswhoever

hasitswitchesitonI'llbeabletolocateitbutidon't

thinkthepersonswitchediton.Itslastlocationis

yourplotnumber...Idon'tthinktheoldmanhada

chancetoevenuseit.

Thamiso:(Sighed)Man!Kanathisguyisgetting

arraignedtoday...Anyways,thanks....



Thamisoturnedaroundandwalkedoutthenhe

caughtsightofhismotherstrugglingtozipher

dress,hestoppedthenheknockedonherdoor...

Her:(turned)Ohhi,helpmehere..

Hewalkedinandzippedherdressthensheturned

aroundandlookedatherselfonthemirror,shehad

putalittlefoundationthansheshould...Her

eyebrowsweren'tlinedupcorrectly,actuallythey

weretoodark..Andshedidn'tlookcomfortableis

suchhighheelsatleastnotanymorethansheused

tobewhenhewasgrowingupseeingherrock

them...Seemedlikeshewasunderpressureor

something...

Thamiso:Youlookbeautiful...

Sheturnedaroundlikeshewassurprisedandfor



somereasonithurttoseethatlookinhereyes...

Her:(smiled)Thankyou...

Hesteppedoverandrubbedhereyebrowsoitcan

bethesameastheother.Knowingwomenheknew

sheprobablyfoundoutabouthisfather's

shenanigans...Sheprobablythoughttheproblem is

withher...

Thamiso:IseverythingOKbetweenyouandpapa?

Her:(fakedasmile)Yeah...Why?

Thamiso:Justasking...

Her:(sighed)You'reoldenoughtounderstandright?

Imeanyouhaverelationshipproblemssoimightas

welltellyouthis...Sitdown...

Hesatdownandlookedatherthenshesatonthe

couchandtookoffhershoes...



Her:I'vealwaysbeenfaithfultoyourfather,butone

dayyourgrandfathercamehomeandyourfather

wasn'thome.Itoldhim yourfatherwentforoneof

hisshortbusinesscoursesandhesaidhe'dspenda

nightandleaveforGaboronethenextday.Itwasn't

surprisingbecausehealwayssleptinourhouse

whenhewasinMaun,likeagooddaughterinlawi

fedhim andgavehim watertobath.Laterthatnight

hecameintomyroom andforcedhimselfonme...I

wassoshockedididn'tknowwhattodonext...I

wasnewinmarriageandididn'twanttobetheone

tobreakaunitedfamily.Forawhileikeptquitethen

ifoundoutiwaspregnant...theproblem withthis

wasyourfatherleftwheniwasonmyperiodandhe

camebackwheniwasfivemonthspregnant,he

couldtellihadabellybecauseIwasn'tbigbellied

woman...Itoldyourfatherwhathappenedandhe

didn'tbelieveme...Hekickedmeoutwheniwas

pregnant...Iwashomeless...Lifewasveryhard...I

don'tknowhowhetalkedtoyourgrandfatherorif

yourgrandfatherendedupadmittingitbecause



wheniwasninemonthshefinallycamebackand

apologisedforkickingmeout.Wewentforthescan

andwefoundoutitwasaboy...Hewasexcitedto

finallyhaveasonandhenamedhim ThamisoIII....

Thingswerefinebutyourfatherhasneverbeenthe

samethingsince.Idon'tknowifhethinksiactually

sleptwithyourgrandfatherorwhatyourgrantold

him...HehasbeencheatingeversinceandnowI'm

tiredbecauseI'm nothappy...Sometimesiwishi

couldcheattoobutilovehim,hethinksI'm themost

evilpersononearthbecausedeepdownhebelieves

icheated...Idon'tknowthough...Ijustdon'tknow...

Thamisoturnedhisheadandlookedathimselfon

hermirrorwhilehestillsatonthechairthenhe

stoodupandwalkedout,hetookouthisphoneand

dialedhisgrandfather...

Him:Hello?

Thami:Areyouhome?

Him:Yes,why?



Thami:Justwantedtopassby.I'm coming..

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupandhurriedout....

Incourt....

Odirilecalmlylistenedashischargeswereread

wereread..

Clerk:Thedefendantischargedwithoneaccountof

murder,what'syourplea?

Odirile:Notguilty!

Fefelookedaroundandsighed,knowingtherewasa

ccTVbroughtsomuchcomfort.Thiswasprobably

justaformalitybeforehecanbetakenoutofthis

wholething.



Prosecution:Werequestthattheaccusedbe

remandedasourinvestigationsareongoing,westill

havewitnesseshemightgetincontactwithand

interferewithourinvestigations.

Odirileturnedandlookedthejudge..Ofentselooked

aroundforThamisobuthewasn'taround...

Judge:Theaccusedshallbekeptincustodyuntil

bailisposted.Yournextcourtdateisthe28th.Next

case!

Odirileslowlystoodupandwalkedoutasthe

officersapproachedandcuffedhim...

Odirile:Kekopagolaelamothoyoketsilengleene...

Officer:Sure...



Fefe'sheartpoundedasshelookedathim talkingto

theofficersthenhesmiledatherandnoddedcalling

heroverwithhishandscuffed...

Shewalkedoverthenhekissedherbeforeshecould

sayanything...

Odirile:I'llgetaskforbailonthenextmonth,ok?

Untilthenyou'llhavetorunthebusiness.(turned

around)Getmyphone...

Shegothisphonethenheturnedaroundandkissed

her...

Odirile:Thiswillbeoversoon.Don'teventhinkabout

it,Thamisoisonoursideandheunderstands.

Fefe:Ok...areyousureyou'llbeOKinthere?

Odirile:(smiled)Yeah,it'sactuallynotthatbad...It's

apeacefulplace,youkeepyourdistanceand



everyoneisoutofyourway.Don'tworryaboutit.We

have2bigcontractscoming,pleasedon'tlosethem.

GetIvanandBanstohelp...

Fefe:Ok...

Heleanedoverandkissedheragainastheofficer

tappedhim ontheshoulder...

Him:Aegontsemr

Odirile:(laughed)Kanaillbegoneforalmosta

month

Him:(laughed)Oretshwarisanopaareye

Theylaughedandwalkedawayescortinghim,Fefe

smiledasshewatchedhim chattingwiththeofficers

thenhersmiledisappearedassherealisedhewas

actuallygone,andhemightbegoneforawhileif

shedidn'tfindaproperlawyer.Sheturnedaround

andwalkedawaydialingThamiso....



Thamiso:Hello?

Fefe:Odirilehasbeenremanded,from theirwordsit

doesn'tseem liketheysawtheccTVkanathatpart

ofthecasewillcomeafter?

Thamiso:Mylaptopwasstolenandtheassistant

managerwhogavemethevideoisnotinoffice,he

isavoidingmeidon'tknowwhy,themanageris

sayingtheircamerasarenotworking.

Fefe:Sothereisnovideo?Odirilehelpedusgetour

daughterbackandyoulosetheonlythingthatcan

provehisinnocence?

Thamiso:I'm doingthebestIcantofindmylaptop.

Fefe:Don'tevertalktomeuntilyoubringthatvideo.

Ifyoudon'tfinditthenyou'redeadtome.Gothele

BellayoucanforgetaboutherandgobewithCoco

andlivehappilyeverafter.Ifyouwanttoseeyour

childorwanttohaveacivilconversationwithme

you'llmakesureOdirilegetsoutofthisassoonas

possible.I'm givingyouexactly3weekstodothator

you'redeadtome.Ifyouthinkbabymama'scanbe



crazythenyouhaven'tseencrazy,Iam goingtobe

yournightmare.Howcanafootageconveniently

disappearwhenit'sneededthemost.Thwaagala!

Shecutthecallandwalkedaway...

THREEWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#42

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Foxknockedonthedoorseveraltimesandstepped

backworriedly,hewalkedaroundThamiso'scar

tryingtoseeiftherewasanythingsuspiciousthen

thedooropened.

HeturnedlookingatThamisostandingbythedoor

inshortsthenhewalkedover...

Fox:Youscaredme,whyareyounotpickingyour

phone?

Thamisowalkedbackinthehouseandsatdown

rubbingthesleepoffhiseyes...



Fox:It's11o'clockinthemorningandyoulooklike

shit,youdon'thaveagirlfriendsowhat'seatingyou?

Thamiso:Ijustneedtimeawayfrom everyone

Fox:What'sgoingon?

Thamiso:Tellmesomething,doilooklikemyfather

ormygrandfather?

Fox:Youalllookthesameandthatshitisawkward

ashell...Can'twaittoseeyourson.

Thamiso:Yeahbutwhodoilooklikemore?

Fox:Doesitmatter?You'rethesamebloodline,what

differencedoesitmake?

Thamiso:Becauseapparentlymygrandfatherismy

realfather.

Fox:Warengnemona...Areyousmokingsomething?

Foxsteppedoverandputhishandoverhishand

feelinghistemperaturethenThamislappedhishand

off...



Thamiso:I'm serious!

Fox:Howisthatpossible?

Thamiso:Heforcedhimselfonmymother

Fox:Didyouaskhim?

Thamiso:Iwantedtoaskhim acoupleoftimesbut

healwayshasvisitors,yesterdayiwentthereagain

andmygrandmothercouldn'tgiveustimealone..

Fox:Thismakessensethough...(smiledandpointed

thoughtfully)Imeanwhywouldyourfatherhave40%

andyouget60%ofthefamilybusiness...You'rehis

brothernothisson...Heprobablygotthat40%as

briberytoraisehislittlebrother.Thisoldmanateon

hisson'splate...

Thamiso:Don'tputitlikethat....

Fox:(heldhiswaistindisbelief)Andithoughtmy

familyhistorywasembarrassing...You'reyour

father'sbrother,likeheisyourbigbro!



Thamisosighedandstoodupthenheleaned

againstthewallandsighedagain...

Thamiso:Ifeellikemylifehasbeenalie...No

wondermygrandmotherdoesn'tlikemeverymuch...

Ormaybemymotherislying...Ican'tfullytrustthis

womaneither,thisisthesamewomanwhoaccused

Fefeofcheating.Shouldn'tsheofallpeoplehave

thoughtmaybejustmaybeFefewasn'tlying?

Fox:Justcallyourgranandaskhim,doyouhaveto

bethereinperson?Askhim onthephone

Thamiso:Iwanttobetheretoseehisfaceincase

hethinksoflying.

Fox:Justcallhim,anywayswantedtocheckonyou...

Ihavetogo,pleasegogetahaircut...

Thamiso:Shap..

Foxwalkedoutthenhepickedhisphoneanddialed

hisgran...



Him:Hello?

Thamiso:I'vebeenwantingtoaskyousomething

thelastthreeweeksbutinevergetachancesoI'm

justgoingtodoitoverthephone.

Him:Ok,what'sgoingon?Iheardyou'recoming

backtothefamilybusiness,I'm reallyimpressed...I

knewyou'dmakemeproudandtakeoveroneday.

Thamiso:Areyoumyfatherorgrandfather?

Therewassilencethentheoldmancoughedand

rubbedhisgrayhair...

Him:Iwasdrunk...

Thamiso:You'renotansweringme

Him:Whereareyou?Areyouhome?I'llcomeover

sowecantalk

Thamiso:Youhaven'tansweredme

Him:Ihadabottleofwhiskywithme,shewasso

scaredshecouldn'tdoanything,I'llneverforgive



myselfforthatnight.I'm sorry.

Thamisocutthecallandthephonedroppedonthe

floor.Hepickeditupandsighedputtinghishands

overhismouthinshock....

Inprison....

Odiriledesperatelylookedintheeyesofhislawyer

ashespoke...

Lawyer:Thereisnovideo...Didyouactuallyseeit?

Likeareyousureyousawit?

Odirile:Isawitanditwasreal.

Lawyer:Thensomeonewantsyoutogodownfor

this...Canyouthinkofanyonewhowouldbenefit

from youbeinginhere?



Hepausedthoughtfullyandsighed...

Odirile:Itcan'tbeThamiso...Idon'tknowifican

trusthim butheisgenuine...Idon'tseehim pulling

offsomethinglikethis.

Lawyer:Thenwhoelse?Ofentse?Imeansheis

goingtogetthecompany

Odirile:No,definitelynother...DoyouthinkI'llget

bailtomorrow?Ineedtogetoutofhere,I'm aboutto

killsomeoneforreal.Thesepeopleareprovoking

me...I'm tryingnottofightbutit'snoteasy.Some

peoplearejustuncivilised.

Lawyer:Trytobehave,you'renotafirsttime

offendersothejudgedoesn'ttrustyoualready.

Odirile:Ok...Doyouthinkicanactuallybefound

guiltyofmurder?

Lawyer:Thingsaren'tlookinggoodforyou...Itwould

becircumstantialiftheydidn'thaveyourfinger

printsbuttheydo...Ifeellikeyou'renottellingme

somethingtoo...Tellmeabouttheknife.



Odirile:(angrily)Everytimeyouaskmethatigetthe

feelingyou'rethewrongpersonforthiscase,how

manytimesdoihavetotellyouthatididn'tdoit?

Lawyer:Ijustdon'twantsurprisesbutifyoudidn't

thenidon'tknowwhatourchancesbutI'lldomy

best.Theproblem withmurdercasestheytakea

verylongtimebutyoucanfindcomfortinthefact

thateveryaccusedpersonhastherighttowaitfor

theirtrialoutsidebecauseyou'renotguiltyuntil

provenguiltybutonlyifthejudgefeelslikeyou'renot

athreattothesocietyortheinvestigationitself.

Odirile:(sighed)OK...

Lawyer:(sympathetically)Tomorrowyou'llbeout...

Odirilesighedandrubbedhisfaceleaningoverthe

table....

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAsatookoffheruniform and



atelastnight'sleftoversbeforetakingoutallofher

bigbrothersclothesthenshesatbythetapand

begundoinghislaundry...

He'dbeouttomorrowandheneededtocomehome

toacleanhouseandcleanclothes,he'dprobably

passbyforaquickbathbeforegoingtoFefe's

house...

AtRragweThamiso'soffice....

Thegrandfatherpulledintotheseniordirectors

parkinglotandsteppedoutoftherangerthenhe

fixedhistieandwalkedtowardsthebuilding...

Heranupstairsandcaughthisbreathatthetopof

thestairsthenhecalmlywalkedacrossthe

receptionasthefrontdeskgirlsrespectfullygreeted

him....



Him:HasThamiso'sofficebeenmade?

Receptionist:Nosir,wehaven'theardanythingabout

him havinganoffice...

Him:Ok...

Hewalkedtowardshisson'sofficeandwalkedin,

Thamiso'sfathercuthisonlinecallandclosedhis

laptoplookingathisfather...

Oldman:ThamisoaskedmeifI'm hisfatherthis

morning...Whathappened?Ithoughtyou'dtellme

beforedisclosingsuchinformation..

RragweThami:Whywoulditellanyonemyfather

sleptwithmywife?

Oldman:Ohok,musthavebeenyourwifethen...

RragweThami:Soyoubothjustdiscusitbehindmy

back?

Oldman:Wedidn'tdiscussanything,don'tbea

baby...Thisbuildingisgettingold,itneeds



renovation...Whyisn'tThamisoheretogivethis

placealife?Clearlyyou'refailing...

Thamiso'sfathersighedlookingdown...

Oldman:Whereisshe?

Him:Inheroffice

Oldman:Canitalktoher?Oryou'restillinsecure

aboutmetalkingtoher?

Hekeptquietlookingdown....

Him:Idon'twantyoutalkingtomywife,you'vehurt

meenough

Oldman:You'retalkingasifI'vetakensomething

from her,shestilltastethesamedoesn'tshe?Itwas

justsex,youshouldbegladshedidn'ttakepartor

enjoyit...



Him:Still,don'ttalktoher.Ipreferitthatway...

Oldman:(pointedatahiddencamera)What'sthatall

about?

Heturnedaroundandlookedatit...

Oldman:Lookslikesomeonehasbeenwatchingall

yourdirtylittlesecrets,areyoustillbringinglittle

girlstotheoffice?

Him:I'm not...

Hisheartpounded,didhiswifeputitthereandhow

longhaditbeenthere?

Oldman:LetmetalktoheraboutThamiso..

RragweThamiso:Pleasedon'ttal-

Thedoorclosedthenhetookadeepbreathtrying



nottochoke..

Hesatthereforaminutenotsurewhattodothen

hestoodupandwalkedtowardshiswife'soffice.He

stoppedbythedoorandlistened...

Her:Pleasestop...

Hepushedthedooropenashisfatherstoodbehind

hiswife'schairwithhishandsoverherchestwhile

shetearfullybuttonedherblazer.Hesteppedback

andunbuttonedhissuitjacketthenheputhishands

inthepockets...

Him:Likeiwassaying...I'm notimpressedwithhow

Thamisoturnedout,maybeicouldhaveraisedhim

myselfsohecouldbesomethingdifferent...Heis

justacopyofyou..Athisageihadjuststartedthis

companyanditwasthriving...Idon'tevenknowhow

heendedupbeingapoliceofficer...Imeanatleast



hecouldhavebeenasoldierkillingpoacherssince

wedon'thavewar...OrmaybeSSGaletsempama,

somethingseriousinsteadofsittingbehindthe

desk...It'sonethingtobeafailurebutit'sanotherto

raiseanotherfailure.Thisboyissoweak...Ifheis

notbackheredoingsomethingseriousbytheendof

themonththenimightaswelltakebackmyshares...

It'sabouttimethiscompanygotamakeover.I

retiredthinkingyou'llsosomethingbetterbutyou're

worse...

RragweThamiso:Canwetalkinmyoffice?

Theoldmanzippedhispantsthenhewalkedout,

rragwethamiwalkedovertoherandpushedher

braidoffherforehead...

Him:AreyouOK?

Her:(slappedhishand)Don'ttouchmewiththedirty

fingersyouinsertintolittlegirls.Getoutofmyoffice,



you'resoweakigetrapedinfrontofyouandyou

saynothing...(angrily)DoyoustillthinkI'm lying

aboutyourfather?Getout!

Hestoodtherelookingathersadlythenhewalked

outandheadedbacktohisofficewherehisfather

wassitting..

Oldman:Sitdown...

RragweThamisosatonthecouchandsighed

listening...

Oldman:Thisbuildingisgettingold..

Him:I'm planningarenovation...Givemeuntil

March...I'm doingthebestIcan..Abouttheshares...

I'm sorryifihaven'tbeenworkinguptoyour

expectations...I'llfindawaytomotivateThamito

joinmehere...Ican'taffordtolosemypositionin

thecompany...



Oldman:Youneedtoupyourgame,don'trelax

becauseicantakeawayallthese...Ineedhard

workers...

MeanwhileThamisoknockedonthedoorand

walkedinonhisfatherandgrandfathertalking...they

turnedlookingathim thenhesighed...

Thamiso:Dumelang...

Theoldmanstoodupandfixedhissuitjacket...

Oldman:Youlooklikeshit!Don'teverwalkintothis

buildingwithoutasuitjacket...Golohagasentuya

nyatsiyagagoolelerete...

Thamisoclenchedhisjawsandsighedwithouta

word,knowinggrandpaifyoutalkedbackhe'd

smackyoubeforeyoucompleteyoursentence...



Oldman:Ifthingsarenotinorderbythe30tharound

here,I'm comingbacktotheofficeandsomany

peoplewilllosetheirpositionseventhosewhoare

gettingfreesalarieswhenthey'regovernment

employees...Thisisnotacharityorganisation.You

can'thaveitbothways...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Thamisoturned

andlookedathisfather...Heleanedoverandrubbed

thecornerofhistearyeye...

Thamiso:AreyouOK?

Him:(fakedasmile)Yeah..Somethinggotinmy

eye...Youshouldreallyconsidercominghere...Alot

ofusaredependingonyourdecisions.I'm notas

strongasyouthinkiam....Thereasonwhyiwant

youtobehappyisbecauseifyou'rehappyI'm

happy...

Thamiso:Whatdoyoumean?



Him:Justcomehelpmerunthis..

Thamiso:Mamatoldmeaboutgrandpabeingmy

father...Isthattrue?

Him:Yeah....Ididn'twantyoutofindoutbutyes...

Thamiso:Howdoyoufeel?

Him:(fakedalaughter)whatchoicedoihave?Ihave

tobefine...Itmakesnodifferencebecauseyou'd

stillbemyresponsibilityifyouweremybrother..

Thamiso:Whydidn'tyoureport?Idon'tunderstand

howsomethingsobigcanbekeptasecret

Him:Reporthim thenwhathappens?Wegoon

newspapers?Ilosethecompany,yourmother's

dignityandpeopledoubtingher...Ididn'tbelieveher,

whywouldanyonebelieveher?Theywoulddriveher

tosuicideandwena...You'llbecaughtinbetween...

Keepingthiswasbetter...

Thamiso:Ok,I'llcomeback...Youcangetthem tofix

myoffice.I'llservemynotice..

Hisfathersmiledthenhesmiledback.Therewasan



awkwardsilentmomentthenThamisostoodup...

Thamiso:I'lltalktoyoulater,ihavetogoseeBella.

Him:Ok...

Thamisowalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

AtFefe'sHouse...

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutwithaplasticbagand

knockedbuttherewasclearlynoonethenhegot

backinthecaranddrovetoOdirile'soffice...

AtOdirile'soffice....

LateronThamisowalkedpastsomeemployeesas

theywalkedoutthefrontdoor...



Thamiso:Isshein?

Worker:Yes..

Thamiso:Thanks..

Thamisoquietlywalkedalongthepassageand

knockedsoftlywithhisfingersbeforeslightly

pushingthedoor,hiseyeslandedonFefe'sbuttas

shestretchedherselffixingthewindowblinds...

Sheturnedaroundinherbodyhuggingdressand

lookedathim...

Fefe:Whatdoyouwant?

Thamiso:TodayI'm gettingmydaughter...Whereis

herpreschoollocated?

Fefe:LetOdirileout...I'm notplayingwithyou..

Thamiso:It'snotuptome...Iwanttohelphim too

butsomethingsarebeyondmycontrol.Stop

punishingme...Ineedtoseemydaughter



Fefe:You'renotgettingherunlessOdirileisout..

Thamiso:Doyouknowthatihavemyproblemstoo?

Mylifedoesn'trevolvearoundOdirile.I'm helping

him becauseiknowforsureheisinnocent...Isaw

thatfootageandI'llfindit,ifnotI'llfindawaytoget

him outbutidon'tneedyouactinglikeabullyonme.

Pleaseletmeseemydaughter...Ineedtobondwith

her...I'm beggingyou...Mythingsarenotgoingwell,

ithinkbondingwithherwillgivemehope...Keago

kopa

Fefe:No

Thamiso:Ifistealthemurderweaponandmakethe

docketsdisappearwillthatmakeyouhappy?

Shesighedcalmly...

Fefe:Soyou'llriskyourreputationforhim?

Thamiso:Foryou...Iwantyoutobehappysoyou

cangivemeachancetobewithmydaughter.I

knowyoudon'tlovemeanymoreandit'sok...buti



needmydaughter.

Shehuggedhim thenheputhisarmsaroundher,he

closedhiseyesandheldhergently...Ahugfrom her

wasmorethanhecouldeveraskfor...

Fefe:(softly)Thankyou...

Shestretchedupandkissedhim onthecheek,by

nowsheknewitwouldbemotivationenough,the

desperationinhiseyeswasn'thardtonotice...She

neededOdoutafterall...

Thamiso'sbloodrushedthroughhisveinsasher

softlipslandedonhischeek..Hedidn'tinitiatethis

sohedefinitelywouldn'tgetintrouble...Right?The

warm breathfrom hersweetlipsonhisskingave

him goosebumpsashelookedinhereyesconfused.

Hisbonerstretchedhisboxerbriefsandtightened

hispantsthenshemovedfrom hischeekandkissed



him ontheneck,hiswholebodyfrozeasheheldher

waist...

Thamiso:Youwon'tgetmeintroubleright?Ididn't

touchyou.(sheplacedherhandonhischestthenhe

lookedinhereyes)Skatommolellathemma...Kena

lestresssesentsi,gakebatesesengwegape.

Sheputherfingeronhislipsshshinghim andsmiled

beforekissinghim onthelips.Hecouldclosedhis

eyesastheprecum stainonhispantsgotlargerand

largerasshekissedhim thensherubbedhislips

andsmiledleaningback...

Fefe:Gomaketheweapondisappear,infactgiveit

tome...(smiled)thereismorewherethatkisscame

from...

Hisheartpoundedashelookedinhereyesthenhe

swallowed...



Thamiso:Ok,givemeanhour...

Fefe:(smiled)Good...I'llbewaitingonthisdeskfor

you..

Heturnedaroundandalmosthitthewallthenhe

stumbledaroundlookingforthedoorandwalked

outwithhishandinsidehispocketholdinghis

boner...

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#43

AtOdirile'soffice....

AlittleafteranhourFefesighedexhaustedthenshe

tookoffherhighheelsandplacedthem onthetable,

shewalkedaroundtheofficebarefootedholding

Odirile'spicture..

Thecoldcleantilecomfortedherbarefeetandher

shortdressslightlyslippedupherthighsasshe

staredatOdirile'spicture...

Therewasaknockthenthedooropened,Thamiso

walkedinandhandedhertheknifestillinitsseal..

Sheslowlygotitandlookedatitthenshelookedin

hiseyes,sheseemedtohavebeenwaitingthough



hedidn'twanttosayit...

Shestaredathim withoutsayinganythinguntilhe

lookeddownembarrassed.Itmusthavebeenatthis

pointthatherealisedtherewasnorewardbecause

thelookonhisface...Hecouldn'tevenlookinher

eyesprobablyafraidshe'dreadhismindthenhe

swallowedandsighed...

Thamiso:Ihavetogo...Bye

Fefe:Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway,shestoodbythe

doorwatchinghim ashewalkedawaydragginghis

feet.Guiltstruckherasshelookedattheknife...

Fefe:Thami?

Thamiso:(turnedaround)Maa?

Fefe:(wiggledherfinger)Takwano!



Hewalkedoverassheputtheknifedownclosedthe

doorthenshekissedhim,hekissedherbackand

reachedforhercheekkissinghersoftlythenshe

unzippedhispantsandslidherhandinhispants....

Hecaughthisbreathlookingatherasshe

massagedhim backandforththenshekissedhim

andcarriedonmassaginghim...Wasthisit?Justa

handjob?Forriskingbeingcapturedbythrcameras

overseeingtheroom fullofevidence...Getting

questionedandhavingtoliehimselfoutofthat...

Butiguessitwasbetterthannothing,maybehe'd

getabiggerrewardifOdirilereallygotoutandthe

casewasover...

Shegotonherkneesandlubricatedhim withher

spitthenshecarriedmassaging...Shestoodupand

puthishandoverherwarm fleshandcarriedon



rubbing...

Withthehandoverherfleshheclosedhiseyesand

picturedhimselfinsideherassherubbedhim.

Thami:(gasped)Mmmh.....

Shespedupandheshothisthicknessonthethe

flooruntilthelastdropthensheshookitandputit

backinhispants.Shekissedhim andsmiled...

Fefe:Thankyou...

Thami:CaniseeBella?

Fefe:Nottoday,I'm exhausted...Howabout

tomorrow?

Thami:Ididwhatyouwanted..

Fefe:(sighed)OK...I'llbringherover

Thami:Ok



Hefixedhispantsandlookedather...

Thami:Areyougoingtotellhim?

Fefe:No

Thami:Howdoiknowyou'renotjustsaying?

Fefe:I'm notababy

Thami:Whendidyougrowwhenitcomestokeeping

secrets?

Fefe:Iwon'ttellhim,youjusthavetotrustme.

Thami:Tabeosadirasentebecausehim andiarein

goodterms.I'lltellhim igottheknifeandgaveitto

youbutthat'sallheshouldknow.

Fefe:Ok...

Thami:Bye...

Helookedinhereyesonemoretimeandsighed...



Thami:Areyouhappy?

Fefe:with?

Thami:Withlifeingeneral?

Fefe:Yeah...

Thami:Ok,I'm gladyou're...Thereissomuchgoing

onathome...Itstillfeelslikeadream.

Fefe:What?

Thami:Mygrandfatherismyrealfatherandmy

fatherismybrother...I'm stuckbetweendoingwhat

hastobedoneandfollowingmypassion.ItslikeI'm

havingmidlifecrisis.I'venotevenspentadaywith

mydaughter...

Fefe:Ketaatisangwana...

Thami:Ok,thanks..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway,Fefeclosedthe

officeandsighedwithherbackagainstdoorthen

sherolledoutatissueandcleanedouthiscum.She

threwitinthebinandpickedhershoes.Onsecond



thought....Shelookedaroundtheceilingincase

therewasacamera...Thiswasasecuritycompany

afterall.Therewasnothingthenshelockedupand

passedbytheovernighttechcrewbiddingthem

goodbyebeforeleavingthebuilding....

AtFox'sHouse...

MeanwhileFoxwhistledshoweringinthebathroom,

hisgirlfriendpeakedathim onemoretimeand

quicklywalkedinthebedroom wheresheremoved

hisphonefrom thechargerandsearchedhis

messages,callsandgallery..

Shefoundnothingthensheclickedonhisrecycle

binandrecovered2deletednudesfrom somegirl

thensheresortedadeletedvideo...Ifitwasasex

videoshewasdefinitelygoingtopostit,thesebtchs

mustbeexposed!



Sheforwardedherselfthepicturesanddeletedthem

againthensheclickedonthevideo...Shecovered

hermouthandlaughedthensheforwardeditto

herselfanddeleteditagain.

Shewalkedoutpressingherphoneandforwarded

herfriendthevideo,thefriendresponded...

Her: OhmyGod,SoThamisoisstupidlikethat...

Whatkindofamanlet'sanothermantreatshim like

that?I'velostallrespectforhim

Girlfriend: Imagineaguylikehim wantingyou

Didyouseehowthisguyeasilydrownedhim?What

kindofacopisthis?

Her:Heemma,thesadpartisthelastpartwhenhe

hugsthisguytryingtoshowhim heistired.Bathong

thisisgay.I'm showingCassygoreabonegore

sweetguysareaturnoff.

Girlfriend: Imaginemonnaosaitweleng.



Shelaughedandputdownherphone....

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileThamisowalkedinthehousecarrying

shoppingbags,heplacedthem onthecounterand

dialedhisfather...

Him:(lowvoice)Hello?

Thamiso:IjustboughtBellasomefood...Sheis

coming

Him:Ok,finally...Yourmothercan'twaittoseeher.

ShesaysFefeisn'tansweringhercalls.

Thamiso:Maybesheisafraidofher,haveyoutalked

tomama?

Him:Sheisbathingthenilltry..

Thamiso:Goodluckfixingyourmess,nnammeo

papa



Him:(laughed)Ifyousayso

Thamiso:Providedthecheatingstops

Him:(laughed)It'sdone..

Thamiso:Shap...

HehungupandcarriedonliningupBella'sthings

andtoys.Hisphonereceivedseveralnotifications

buthejustignoreditandgotreadyforanevening

withhisdaughter....

AtFefe'sHouse....

Fefelockedthedoorpressingherphoneandclicked

onapostshehadbeentaggedon..

"TheguyonthevideoispoliceofficersinMaunand

theonedrowninghim isasecurityguard.10for

security0forPolice!"



SheclickedonthevideoandwatchedasOdirile

drownedThamisountilhewasexhausted.She

clickedonthebrutalcommentsandread,beforeshe

couldfinishthewasanothertagandthevideowas

sharedamongsttheonlinenewspapers....

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileThamisolookedathiswatchand

changedthechanneltothecartonswhileFacebook

notificationsbeepedoneafteranotherthenacall

camethrough.Hepicked...

Thamiso:Hello?

Colleague:Aoboss,abeosabuegoremthakaole

ogodirilejaanonginthepool?Whenwasthat?

Beforehewasremanded?

Thamiso:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Colleague:You'retrendingonfacebookbeing

drowned,thisvideobrokemyheart.Irespectyou

andihaveneverpicturedyouinthisposition.I

couldn'tfinishthevideoialmostcriedwhenyou

huggedhim-

Thamisocutthecallandloggedonfacebookthen

heclickedonthevideo,hisheartalmostfelloffas

hisjointsgotcold.Hesatdownandswallowedthen

heclickedonthecomments,everyoneheknowshad

beentaggedincludingFefe.

Heputdownthephoneandquicklyswitchedoffthe

lightsandtheTV.

Thamiso:No!Pleaseno!

Hesatdowntryingtopresshisphonebuthishands

shookuncontrollably.Fefe'slightsbrightenedthe

housethenhelockedthehousendremovedthe



keys,heputhisphoneonsilentandsatonthecouch

listeningassheknockeduntilshegaveupandwent

backtothecarthenshecalledbuthejuststatedat

hercallswhilereadingthemockingcommentson

facebook...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm tonight.Like

andleaveacomment.

*

*



Unexplainable

#44

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Thamiso'shandshookashescrolledthrough

Facebook,nowpitypouringfrom Facebook

influencersdemandingjusticeforhim andtheothers

wonderingjustwhyanymanwouldtakeabeating

likeachild.

Coco:Heyteddy,letmeknowifyouneedcompany

tonight.Nostringsattachedjustoldfriendsbeing

thereforoneanotherwhenthingsaredifficult.

Deactivatingyouraccountcanhelptoo.

Fox: Kekopolice,ipushedheragainstthewall

andshereportedme.Ifyoudon'thearfrom methy

lockedmeup.I'm sorry.Iforgotitwaseverthere.



Bropleasedon'tdoanythingstupid.Youknowyou're

mystrength.I'dneverdothattoyou,myintentions

werepureaboutthevideo. I'm disappointedin

myself.

Countlessmessagesloadedaseveryonesend

messages,callstooandFefe'sknockonthedoor...

Fefe:Thami?Yourcarisoutsidesoyou'reinthere

pleasetalktome...Pleaseopenthedoor.

Howdoyouevenfaceawomanaftergettingsucha

beatingfrom anotherman,herman.Heswitchedoff

thephoneandputitonthetablethenheleanedover

thesinkandwashedhisface.

Thiswouldneverend,thewholeworldknew...His

colleagues...Evenifhequithisjobpeopleatthe

officeknew.ThesceneofhishuggingOdirile

exhaustedplayedinrepeatmodecountlesstimeas



heclosedhiseyestryingnottopictureit,butthen

hiscolleaguementioneditandeveryoneonthe

commentstalkedaboutit...

Hesatonthetoiletandrubbedhisachingeyesas

tearsrolleddown,hewashedhisfaceagainand

walkedinthebedroom...Hesatdownandreached

underthebedforthatgun...Buthehadtakenitback

tohisfather'soffice....

Hewalkedinthekitchenandquietlypulledthe

drawersthenhiseyesfellontherope....

Attheseniorhouse....

Theoldmanwalkedinhisofficeandsatdownthen

heputonhisreadingglassesandpulledthelaptop

overwhiletalkingtothephone..



Him:Ican'tseeit..

Assistant:TypePoliceofficerandsecurityguard

Hetypedandwatchedthevideoashisheartbeat

doubled...

Him:Letmecallsomeone.

Assistant:Eerra

HehungupanddialedThamiso'sfather...

Him:Hello?

Grandpa:Whatareyougoingtodoaboutthis?

Him:I'vealreadycontactedsomeonetotakecareof

him inside,Lesilo'ssonisajailguard.Weagreedon

apriceforalltheguardsondutygorebaje

sengwenyana.Theywilltakecareofhim tonight...

Theideaisforhim to"tryescaping"thentheywilldo



what'snecessary.

Grandpa:That'showyouhandlebusiness...Contact

Thamiandmakesurehedoesn'tdoanythingstupid.

Idon'ttrustthatboyatall.Heistoosoftformy

liking...

Him:Letmetrycallinghim...

Grandpa:Ok,bye

Hehungupandsighedtakingoffhisglasses....

AtThamiso'sHouse...

MeanwhileFefewalkedbacktothecarandchecked

onBella,shewasstillsleepingonherseatthenshe

wentbacktothedoor...

Fefe:Thamipleasedon'tdothistome..Iknow

you'reinside...Don'tdothistoBella...Pleaseopen

thedoorbecauseiwanttohugyou.Idon'tcarewhat



happenedonthatvideo...WellI'm disappointed

becauseithoughtyouguysjusttalked.Thamiso?if

youcanexperiencethisandcarryonsmilinglike

nothinghappenedthen...Idon'tevenknowwhatI'm

sayingpleaseopenthedoor...

Sherubbedhertearsandknockedonthedoorthen

heopenedthedoorlookingdown.Sheswitchedthe

lightsonandlookedinhisreddisheyesthenshe

huggedhim...

Fefe:I'm sorry...

Thamiso:I'm fine...Don'tworryaboutit...

Guiltstrikensheputherarmsaroundhisshoulders

andkissedhim.Hepickedherupandputheronthe

couchthenhekissedhergettingbetweenherlegs...

Thamiso:Isthecarlocked?



Fefe:Yes...

Hepickedherupandwalkedinthebedroom where

helaidherdownandkissedherthenhepulledthe

drawerandpickedacondom.Hekissedwhilerolling

thecondom onand#Removed...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtThamiso'sHouse....

Thamitiedthecondom whileFefepickedherpanty

andputiton,heturnedbackandkissedher...

Thami:Thankyou..

Shelookedinhiseyesandfakedasmile,itwould

makehisdayworsenottogetasmile....

Fefe:Itfeltsogood...Imissedyou...

Hisfacelitupashesmiledandkissedher,shenever

knewthedifferencebetweenmen'sstrokesuntil

now...Nowshewonderedwhatmadeanotherman



sosweetandanotherjustaverage....Odirile's

strokesweredifferent...Super!Hiswaistmoved

differentandevenwhenhewasn'thavingsexwith

you...Whenheisjustplayingrubbinghimselfonyou

thewayhemovedhiswaistwouldturnyouonand

makeyoureachinhispants.Thewayhekissedwas

differenttoo...Thewayhehandledthepussyand

flickedtheclit...It'slikeheknewtheclitissensitive

yetheinflictedjustenoughpressuretomakeyou

wantmore,forsomereasonheenjoyedtoinflictthat

littlepainthatcomeswithsmackinghisbulbous

headonapussybecausehe'dlookintoyoureyes

whiledoingthat...Justawesome.

Thamiso:Laydown,I'm coming...

Hepickedupeverythingandwalkedinthebathroom

whileshedraggedherselfupthepillowsandsighed

layingonherback...

ShewonderedwhatODwasdoingnowinhis



cell..Probablytakingpress-upsinthedark?She

smiledandlaughed....

Thamiplacedatrayoffoodonthebedandkissed

her...

Thamiso:I'm goingtogetBella...

Fefe:Dikeyketseo...

Hegrabbedthekeysandjoggedoutsidewithso

muchenergy,Fefeforcedafruitdownherthroatbut

abitewasenough.Sheputitbackinthetrayandput

onherclothesasThamiwalkedinsmilingcarrying

Bella...

Thami:(toher)Heyprincess....(smiled)Wemeet

again...Thelasttimeweweretogetherlikethisyou

wereinsideyourmommy'sbellyandwedidn'tknow

liesaheadofus.



Fefesadlylookedathim ashewalkedaroundthe

houseshowingBella,theexcitementinhisvoiceand

endlesssmiles...Shehadn'tseenthatinalongtime.

Foramomentitwasasifthatvideotrendingon

facebookdidn'tbotherhim...

HeturnedtheTVonandputhisdaughteronthe

couchbythebed,Bellajumpedupanddown

pointingattheTV,itwasasifshe'dmethim before...

Musicfrom Moanaplayedthenhepickedherup

flyingheraroundsingingalongwiththecartoons...

Thami:

WhatcanIsayexcept,You'rewelcome!

Forthetides,thesun,thesky

Hey,it'sokay,it'sokay

You'rewelcome



I'm justanordinarydemi-guy

Shelaughedoutashewavedheraroundandsang

forher.Shealmostforgothowfunhecouldbe,i

meanbesidesnotbeinganexpertinbedtheguy

wassweetandgentle...Didn'tevenknowhowto

raiseavoiceatawoman...

Besidesmovingonquicklyhe'dhandledthepain

verywellwithoutbeatingherlikeJane'sexwhenhe

thoughtshecheated...

HepausedplayingwithBellaandsmiledlookingat

her...

Thamiso:Whatareyouthinking?

Fefe:(smiled)Nothing..

Thamiso:Comehere...



Hestretchedhishandandpulledherupthenhe

turnedheraroundtodancewhilehecarriedBella.

Sheforcedherselftodanceastheylaughedand

eventuallygotintoit...Thesongendedandanother

startedasThamisosmiledatherstillcarryinghis

daughter...

Thamiso:

Heart,beats,fast

Colorsandpromises

Howdobebrave

HowcanIlovewhenI'm afraid

Tofall

Butwatchingyoustandalone

Allofmydoubt

Suddenlygoesawaysomehow

Onestepcloser



Ihavediedeveryday

waitingforyou

Darling,don'tbeafraid

Ihavelovedyoufora

Thousandyears

I'llloveyoufora

Thousandmore...

Hegotemotionalandstoppedsingingthenheput

hisdaughteronhischestandhuggedherdearly.He

lockedeyeswithFefeasshesatonthebedlooking

athim...

Thamiso:(mimed)Thankyou

Shesmiledemotionally,hehuggedhisdaughterso

dear...Likehedidn'twanttoletgothenheturned

aroundandwalkedoutofthebedroom talkingtoher.



Thami:Wearestayingupallnightright?Team No

sleep...

Sheturnedaroundandlaidherheadonthepillow

thoughtfully....

Inprison.....

MeanwhileOdirilelaidasleeponhisbackwithhis

arm overhisfacewithhiscellmates...

Theguardsbeatthebarswithsticksandstartled

them,theprisonersallwokeupandpinnedtheir

elbowslookinginthedark...Itwasverydarkbutthey

couldrecognisetwootherguardsfrom theirvoices...

Guard:Odirile?Standup!



TheyturnedtheirtorchesonandblindedOdirileas

heblockedthelightwithhishandsbuttheyturned

him aroundandcuffedhim...

Accused1:Whereishegoing?

Guard:Shutup!

Odirile:Guysletsogelentshupelathebanna!

Accused2:Trustme,iam alawyerandiknow

somethingisup...NnakehabecauseI'vebeen

accusedoffraudbutiam atrainedalawyerwithmy

ownlawfirm.Don'tresist,justgo...Whatever

happenstherewewilldealwithitincourtwith

peoplewhounderstandtheconstitution.Nnagake

ngangelemathaelathuto.

Guard:Obitsannalethaelathuto?

Accused2:Whywouldyoubetheoneoffended?

Takehim,wehavestoriesaboutguardstaking

prisonersaside...Thistimeyou'lllearnalesson.We



arenotconvictedprisonershere...Weareinnocent

untilprovenguilty.Wearewaitingforourtrialsso

don'ttreatuslikeprisoners.Tsamayaleene...Allof

usarelookingatyou..

Accused3:Go,takehim...Wemighthavejustmet

herebutweknoweachothersstories...We'veknown

eachother...Raitsethisguyotserengwanyanawa

lepodisiandhisfamilyispowerfultoosoheisgoing

topay.What'sthebestplanthantodoitinprison...

Garebanathebanna!

Theguardslockedupandescortedhim,Odiriletook

adeepbreathastheypushedhim withhishands

cuffedbehindhisback.Theyputhim inthedark

room andclosedhim insidewhiletheystoodbythe

dooroutside....

Guard:Guysidon'twanttolosemyjobkadilodisele.

Thoseguysalreadybalemogilewhat'sgoingon...



Odirileslowlystoodupandwalkedtothedoorwhere

hestoodandlistened...

Guard2:Let'sreturnhim,theywilldealwithhim

outsideakereheishavingabailhearing.4Kneeleng

totaforalifelegone..

Hehurriedbackandsatdownthenthedooropened,

hestilldidn'tunderstandwhatwasgoingonbuthe

knewsomeonewantedhim dead...Butwho?He

didn'thaveenemies...

Theguardswalkedhim backtohiscellandlefthim

moreconfused....

Incourt....

ThenextmorningOdirilesatincourtsearchingfor

Fefebutshewasn'tthere,hesmiledatBansandAsa,



thenhisparentsandmanager...

Bansrubbedhisfingerssignallinghim hehadthe

cashforthebail,Janetappedhim tostopbeforethe

courtofficialscouldhim.Apartofhim hopedthe

judgehadnotseenthetrendingvideo.

Fefewalkedinwhilethecasewasonandsilentlysat

down,shetookadeepbreathandsighedguilt

strickenthenshesmiledatOdirile.Hesmiledback

clueless...

Thamisowalkedinandsatfarawayfrom Fefe,

Odirilerecognisedhim andsmilednoddingclueless.

Thamisosmiledbackbrieflythenhelookeddown

guiltstruck...

Witheveryoneheretosupporthim,Odirilehopefully

turnedhisheadlisteningtothejudge...



Judge:I'vegonethroughyourbailrequestbutI'll

havetodenyyoubail.See,abailisnotjustgranted...

Ihavetolookatyourbehaviourandyourabilityto

stayoutoftroubleandnotinterferewiththe

investigations.Unfortunatelyyou'renotdoingwellso

far...ihopeyousitdownaloneandaskyourselfif

violenceistheanswertoeverything.Nextcourtwill

beonthe18th.Nextcase!

*

*

*

*

*
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Incourt...

Odirile'slawyerwalkedbesideshim ashewas

escortedbacktothevan...

Lawyer:Rememberthesurprisesiwastalkingabout?

Thisjudgewouldhaveletyououtbutyoujusthadto

trenddrowningapoliceofficer...

Odirileturnedandlookedathim...

Odirile:What?

Lawyer:You'rethemostfamousmaninBotswana

rightnow...

Odirile:HowisThamisocoping,hemustbegoing



throughtheworst..

Lawyer:Idon'tknow

Odirile:Tellhim iwanttoseehim,Omoreyea

ncheke

HeturnedaroundandnoticedThamisowalkingby

alone...

Odirile:Thamiso?!

Thamisowalkedcloserastheguardsopenedthecar

doorforhim...

Odirile:Kekopaoncheke

Thamiso:Sure

Odirile:Oshapo?

Thamiso:Yeah,I'm good..

Odirile:Onchekethemonna



Thamiso:Ketagocheka...

Odirilehoppedinwithhishandscuffed,other

prisonersjoinedhim andtheescortingofficersthen

theyclosedthedooranddroveoff....

Fefestoodbyandwavedathim ashesmiledather

throughthelittlewindow.Thamisowalkedoverto

herherandheldherhandgentlysqueezingit...

Thamiso:AreyouOK?

Fefe:Yeah

BaneediwalkedoutofthebuildingwithJaneand

lookedatFefeasThamisoheldherhandtalkingto

her.JanelookedatBansashisfacedropped...

Jane:Keeng?



HelookedatFefeagainasThamisohuggedher...

Bans:Ididn'tknowI'dbethishurtwhenmysister

hurtsOdirile.Hemightnothavemoneybuthe

actuallycaresabouther,ormaybeitrusthim with

herthanhim andhisevilfamily..Iwouldn'tbe

surprisedifheisthereasonodisinprisonaswe

speak.

Jane:Bualemonnaoee...Agobualeene.Ketago

emelaatthegate...

BaneediandJanewalkedpastthem,Thamisoslowly

letgoofherhandasBanslookedathim..

Jane:HiFefe

Fefe:Hi

Jane:HowisBella?

Fefe:Sheisok,sheisatschool.



Jane:Ok,bye

ShewalkedtowardsthegatethenBansturned

lookingatFefe,sheshamefullyfoldedherarmsand

lookeddownembarrassed..

Thamiso:I'llwaitinthecar..

Fefe:Sure

Thamiso:(toBans)Aita

Bansjustglaredathim thenhewalkedaway,about

aminutepassedwhileBansangrilystaredather...

Bans:Whyisheholdingyourhand?

Fefe:Hewasjustcomfortingme

Bans:Ihatehim,I'llneverforgivethisguyforkicking

yououtwithnothingandhandingoutyourclothesto

theneedywhileyoustruggled.Hecouldn'tevenlet



yougetablanket!Idon'tcareifhethoughtyou

cheated,whenyouhavebeenwithsomeonefora

longtimelediracohabitationyoudon'tkickthem

outwithnothing...Hebecamejealousbecause

Odirilegaveyouattentionandhelpedyoupickup

yourlife...

Fefe:IloveOdirile,Iwon'thurthim...

Bans:Thenstoptalkingtohim

Fefe:ThamisokerragweBellakanaBans,ican'tjust

cuthim off...Ialsodon'thavetohatehim.I'm over

whathappened.Wereactdifferentlyandhewashurt

too...

Bans:Don'thurtOdirile,I'm notsayingthisbecause

heismyfriendbutwhenhelovesawomanhereally

does...Youknowhelovedhisgirlfriend,afterthecar

accidenthetookcareofher...Herfamilygottired

buthewasthereuntilherlastbreath...Seehowlong

hestayedsingle?Itsnotlikebanyananebasa

mmate...Hejustwaitedfortherighttime...Menot

wantingyoutogetherhadnothingtodowithhim as

amanbuthissicklittlefantasies.Kopagoreoska



utusaOdbothokolikethat...

Fefe'seyeswelledintearsasshelookeddown,she

glancedatthecarwhereThamisowassittinginthr

carcuriouslylookingather.

Bans:GapeifobataThamiso,letodknowwhilehe

isstillinside.Hewillhavelikeamonthtopick

himselfup.AsmuchaskereOdirileoshapoleene

kemothootolwakepelo...Enetotaibilenkase

bechekaenekeregaanagodirasepe...Rotherena

ledibreakingpoints.Whatdoyouwant?

Fefe:IloveOdirile...Hemakesmehappy...But

ThamisokerragwengwanakeandBellahasto

spendtimewithhim.I'm justtryingtoestablisha

healthyrelationshipwithhim.

Bans:Keitseosemaakannaka..Butifyoustartlying

I'llbedisappointed.Guysarenotlikewomen,they

don'tcrywhentheycatchyoucheating...Ifthey

catchoneanotherinyourhouseyou'llendupdead,

ifyouhavebeenkeepingupwiththenewsyou'll



knowwhatI'm talkingabout.Examplegaekgakala...

OskahoraOdirileoreogirlfriendyagagwethenyou

gobehindhisbackwithThamiso.NnaThamisowa

ntenaibileiwon'tevertalktohim forwhathedidto

you...I'llonlyforgivehim whenhisfamilyhas

properlyapologisedforthewaytheytreatedyou.

Untilthenhecankissmyass.HehitOdirilewitha

carwhilehewascarryingachild...Thisguyhas

mentalproblems,heshowedupwithagunatyour

window!

MeanwhileThamisoopenedabottleofwaterand

drunklookingatFefeandherbrothertalking,he

couldn'thearwhattheyweresayingbuthewasn't

happy...Whichisreasonable,he'dprobablyfeelthe

samewayaboutaguywhoaccusedhissisterof

cheating.

Hepickedhisphoneanddialedhisgrandpa...

Him:Hello?



Thamiso:Hello,wantedtofindoutwhenweare

goingtoFefe'sfamilytoapologise

Him:I'llcallthem todayandtellthem wewouldlike

toseethem tomorrow.

Thamiso:Kebatagontshamagadi

Him:Foryourdaughter?Isn'tittooearly?Weareall

yettowelcomeherandgettoknowher.

Thamiso:No,iwantmydaughterandhermother.

Howmuchshouldibudgetfor?

Him:I'lltakecareofyourweddingexpenses

Thamiso:Really?Everything?

Him:Yeah,that'swhatgrandfather'sarefor..Have

youproposed?

Thamiso:Notyet

Him:Ngwanyanayogawamothakanelalemshwane

waguard?{aren'tyousharingherwiththeguard?}

Thamiso:Kebatagomotsayasantsealekoprison{I

wanttogetherwhileheisstillinside}

Him:Lookslikeyou'regrowingup...Howareyou



handlingthevideo?

Thamiso:It'sactuallyworkingwellforme,shespent

thenightinmyhouseandshedoesn'twanttoletme

outofhersight.

Him:Good..Letmetalktoyourfather

Thamiso:Bye.

HehungupandsighedasFefewalkedover,he

studiedherfaceasshegotinandpulledtheseat

belt...

Thamiso:AreyouOK?

Fefe:Yeah..

Herolledupthewindowsanddroveoff...

Atthemall...



Cocowalkedoutofthesalonwithherfriendand

walkedintoabridalshop...

Her:HowisThamisodoing?

Coco:Hehasn'trepliedme..

Her:IhopeheisOK...Odirilegaautwewaitse..Hane

esecrushyamenkabekemoroga.

Coco:KatswaajamonateODwateng,

Her:Thamisonneatshweresengwemme?

Coco:Uh,heisnotbad...Hisgoodpersonality

overcompensateforhisweaknesses..Enemmeo

siamehelammeheisnotthebestieverhad...nna

koreI'm onerealisticperson.Iknowamancannot

havemoneyandhaveagooddickatthesametime...

AlsoThamisohasn'thadalotofrelationships,Fefe

wasprobablyhisfirstsotheguyhasn'thad

experiencemogokalowhenitcomestosex.Gape

whatissextota..Iwantagoodman..Iwantedmy

kidstohaveafatherlikehim becauseheisgood

andhehasmoney.Mykidsfuturewouldbesecure



jaanongdilotsabati.Thedivorceisgettingfinalised

andtohim it'slikeineverexiste-

Her:(whispered)Heisoverthere!

TheyturnedandlookedatThamisoasheswipedfor

aring,hegotthereceiptandshovedtheringinhis

pocketthenhesmiledsurprisedtoseeher...

Thamiso:Hey...

Coco:(shehidherringbehindherhandbag)Hi...

Thamiso:Howyoudoing?

Coco:I'm good...Whatareyoudoinginhere?Wa

nyala?

Thamiso:HowwasDubai?Isawyourbeautiful

picturesonFacebook

Coco:Itwasgreat,whatareyoudoinghere

Thamiso:Youlookbeautiful...(lookedathiswatch)

I'm runninglate,retaathulana..



Coco:(smiled)Sure..

Hewalkedoutandheadedtotheparkinglotwhere

Fefewasdrinkingwatertalkingtothemanager...

Fefe:Yes,iunderstandthat...Ok,I'llsignthem

tomorrow.Ok,bye.

Hegotinthecarwithaplasticofdrinksanddrove

off...

Fefe:Thanks...

Thamiso:WhattimedoesBellaknockoff?

Fefe:Pickuptimeisbetween4and4:30,afterfive

thereisaP40penaltyforlatepickingthestudent

late.

Thamiso:Ok,westillhavetime...Iwanttoshowyou

something...



Fefe:What?

Thamiso:You'llsee...

Hedroveforawhileandstoppedunderthetree,he

pulledhisseatbackandfacedher...

Fefe:(smiled)What?

Thamiso:Idon'tknowifthisistherighttimetoask

butifeellikeI'vedelayedthisquestionforsolong

thatweendedupparting.

Fefe:Eng?

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedaroundthecarthen

heopenedthedoorandletherout,hereachedinhis

pocketfortheringandgotinoneknee...

Thamiso:Iwantedtoaskthisinprivate,awayfrom

everyonesoyoucanbefreetogivemeananswer

from yourheart....Willyoumarryme?



*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedtonightat11pm.Like

andleaveacomment..

*

*
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SomewhereinMaun...

Fefe'smouthdroppedasshelookedatThamiso

thenshelookedatthering...Riricoveredhermouth

inshockandlookedatherstandingbehind

Thamiso...

Riri:YouneedtotakeOdirile'sdickoutofthisand

thinkveryhard!Marriageisnotaboutsex...It'sabout

stabilityanddecency.YouknowThamilovesyou

andyoucancontroleverything...

She'dneverbeensotemptedinherlife...Shenever

stoppedlovinghim butitwasjustnotthesameafter

thebabysagaanditwouldbesoperfectifitwasOD

onhiskneepoppingthequestion...Shewouldn't

thinktwicebutthenThamisowasn'tbadeither...



Hadnocriminalrecord...imeanODwasn'tahard

corecriminalbutstill...Hedidn'thaveagoodrecord..

Thamiwoulddefinitelybeeasiertobewith,henever

evenraiseshisvoiceatawomanandhe'dmakea

goodfather....nothinglikeknowingyourchildren's

futurearesecure...They'dliveamuchbetterlife,

privateschoolsandoverallgoodlife...Everything

wasOKandthesex?Wellhewasteachable...It'snot

likesheherselfknewwhatshewanteduntilshemet

OD,maybeThamiwasjustafraidtobeadventurous...

Thamislowlystoodupandputitbackinthebox...

Thamiso:Don'tbeinahurrytosayyes.Iknowthis

cameasashockbecausewearenotdating...Gapei

knowthereisOdirile...Ijustthoughtafterlast

night...maybeyoufeltthesamewayifeel...Ifiwasa

nightstandlegoneIappreciateit.Itsbetterthan

nothingandyou'refreetotakemeforarideanytime

youwant...Financiallytoo...Evenemotionally...If



youneedsomeonetotalktoI'm herebutIwantus

togiveBellaastablefamily..Iwantustogive

ourselvesasecondchance...Imissyou..Thisbaby

switchingdidanumberonusandimissus..Now

thattheunexplainablehasbeenexplainedifeel

moreclosertoyou..Ireallywanttomarryyou...

Fefe:I'llmarryyou...

Hiseyebrowsliftedashesmiledsurprisedandeven

laughedlookingrightinhereyes...

Thami:Whaaaat?

Itwasalwaysthesurpriselookonhisface,he

genuinelydidn'texpectayesandforamomenthe

smiledlikeakidgettingapresent...Shelaughedat

him andhelaughedathimselfputtinghishandover

hisface....

Thami:(laughed)Isounddesperate,this



embarrassing...Iwantedtobeamanaboutthis...I

just...Ididn'texpectayes...Iwasjustshootingmy

shot..Oseriousyou'llmarryme?Likeallowingmy

parentstobringmagadi,dikgomombuu,bagoloililili

andthepastor"youmaykissthebride"kindof

thingy?

Shesmiledandputherarmsoverhisshoulderthen

shesmiledlookinginhiseyes...

Fefe:I'llmarryyou...

Hesteppedbackandsighedinreliefasherubbed

hisheadthenhestoppedsmilingandlookedather,

heswallowedandlookedatheremotionally...Was

thisit?Anotherchance?Ok,Thamikeepittogether...

Heswallowedagaintryingnottobeemotionalthen

hetookouttheringandsliditonherfingerasshe

smiled...



Hehuggedherandevenliftedherasshehugged

him withherlegs.Hewalkedaroundthelonggrass

carryingherinhisarmsthenhewentbacktothecar

andputherdown.Heleanedoverandkissedher

thentheygotbackinthecaranddroveoff...

AshedrovehewonderedaboutOdirilebutthenhe

didn'twanttogiveheralottothinkaboutinjustone

nightnight.Hegotayes,that'sallthatmattered.He

lookedatherandheldherhandashedrovewiththe

other....

AtBella'sschool...

LateronFefesmiledandpickedBellathenshe

turnedaroundandwalkedtowardsThamiso'scar...

Fefe:Daddy!Daddy!Daddy!



Bellasmiledshylyassheputherinthebackand

closedthedoors.Thamisolockedthedoorsand

lookedather..

Thamiso:Hi...

Fefe:Sayhidaddy

Bella:(shyly)hidaddy...

Hesmiledandturnedbacktothesteeringwheelas

hedroveout...

Thamiso:Weshouldgetheracarseat,and

furniture...

Fefe:Ok...

Thamiso:Ican'topenabankaccountforher

becauseweneedabirthdaycertificatesoyoucan

usemyATM carduntilherlegalpapershavebeen

settledincourt.

Fefe:Ok...



HedrovetowardsthemallwhileBellahummedthe

songssheheardatschool...

InPrison....

LaterthatnightOdirilelaidonthebedstaringinto

space...Forsomereasontonighthecouldn'tsleep

andhewasn'tsurewhy.

Hetossedandturnedseveraltimesuntilitwas

midnightthenhesatonthebedandsighedinthe

dark..Heneededawalkoutsidetogetsomeairbut

thiswasprison...Hewavedamosquitooffhisear

andlaiddown...Itstilldidn'tmakesensehowhis

fingerprintsgotonthatknife...He'dnevertoucheda

knifeanywhere...Ifanyonewasframinghim he'd

haveto...Wait!Thatknife!Theknifehecaught!The

skinnyguywiththeearring...Nowitmad4sense!I

meanwhywouldanyonethrowyouaknife...And



nowthathewasthinkingaboutit,thatguyhadsome

kindofbikergloves!Hecouldn'twaitforthemorning

sohecouldtalktohislawyer...

Heclosedhiseyesandtriedtogetsomesleep,

imaginingFefesittingontopofhim playingonhis

stomachalwaysdidthetrick...Sheleanedoverand

kissedhim thenshesanghim asoftsonguntilhe

fellasleep....

InThamiso'scar...

LaterthatmorningThamisoparkedintheprisons

parkinglotandpickedashoppingbag,helooked

insidejusttomakesureheboughteverythinghe

mightneedinthere...Andmoretobuyfriendships

forsafety.

Hewalkedtowardsthesecuritycheckwherehe

handedineverythingandturnedaroundforafrisking.



Theguardranhishandsalloverhim forany

concealedweaponbeforecompletinghis

registration...

Minuteslaterhewalkedinthevisitationsectionand

satdown.Hissubconsciousstartedagainashe

tappedhisfootanxiously...

MeanwhileOdirileapproachedwithaguardand

smiledsurprised,hesatdownandlaughedasthey

bothsmiled..

Thamiso:What'sup

Odirile:Goodman,itsgoodtoseeyou...Iwas

worriedaboutyouandthevideo...(stoppedsmiling)

I'm sorry...Iknowwhatit'sliketohaveyouregoand

pridetakenawayfrom you.Iwouldhaveneverdone

thattoyouifiknewiwasbeingrecordedorthat

womenwouldseethat...Iknowguysronarealebala

butI'dneverembarrassanothermanbeforewomen



becauseit'sgoingtobeaneverendingthing.

Thamiso:It'sok,don'tworryaboutit...I'm offsocial

mediafornow,kekamosohelasomethingwillpop

upandtheywilltalkaboutit.Ibroughtyouafew

things,toiletriesandfoodsoyoucansharewithyour

cellmates.Theywillgivethem toyou.

Odirile:Thanksalot...from heretalktoBansorFefe,

tellherineedtotalktomylawyer.Ate,ijust

rememberedsomethingabouttheknife

Thamiso:Theblackone?

Odirile:Yes,why?

Thamiso:(lookedattheguardandloweredhisvoice)

Its"missing"...Figureditwouldhelpyou...Butthey

wouldn'tnoticenowbecausetheydon'tneedtolook

atit,they'rebusyinvestigatingotherpartsofthe

case,idon'twanttosayanythingeithersowejust

havetowaituntiltheynoticebutyoucanletyour

lawyerknowsohecanaskquestions.Yourcasewill

bedismissed.



Odirilelookedathim foraminuteandsmiledi

disbelief...

Odirile:Ican'tbelieveI'm sayingthisbutilikeyou...

Thamisolookeddownsadlyandbithislipsbefore

sighing...

Thamiso:I'm justbeingfairbutdon'ttrustme

please...Iwouldn'twanttohurtyoubecause

sometimesit'shardnottohurtthepeoplewe're

closeto.

Hestoodupandsighedlookingathim...

Thamiso:Ihopeonedaywhenmylifeisinyour

handsyou'llrememberthismomentandeverything

I'vedonetohelpyou.Haveagooddaybro...



Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway..Odirilefrowned

confusedandsighed...

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#48

AtFefe'smothers....

Fefe'smothershookherheadindisbeliefasthe

expensivecarslinedupdrivingthroughthegate...

Her:Ican'tbelievethispeopleactuallycame,i

thoughttheywerejoking...I'veneverseensuch

shamelesspeopleinmylife..

Fefe'sfamilymembersturnedaroundlookingat

them astheysteppedoutoftheircarsandwalked

over,womencarefulnottoletdustontheirshoes

whilemenwalkedgentlywithoutlettingtheduston

theirpolishedshoes...

Fefe'smother'sbreathedheavilylookingat



Thamiso'smother...Seethiswomanrighthere?She

couldjuststrangleher!Sheclenchedherteethas

theypulledthechairsandsatdown...

Grandpa:Bayeidumelang....Letsogabathobaga

Kamanakao?

Fefe'sfather:(smiled)Dumelatawana...

Thamiso'smother:(shamefully)Dumelangbetsho...

BeforeweevenstartmayiapologisetoFefe's

parents?

Shestoodupandkneltbeforethem puttingher

handstogether..

Her:Icannotundowhatididthelasttimeiwashere,

I'm sureI'veangeredyouandhurtyourfeelings.I

apologisefrom thebottom ofmyheart..

Fefe'sfather:It'sok,weallmakemistakes..

Her:Thankyou,butmmagweFefeisstillangry...I've



hurtherfeelingsandItotallyunderstand.Aswoman

sheisstillthinkingabouthowherdaughterwas

mistreated...MmagweFefeintshwarelethe

molekane...

MangweFefe:Iforgiveyou...Modimoagothuseo

nnelepelokagorropelompe.

Her:Eemma...

Shewentbacktoherseatandthemeetingbegunas

thegrandpasincerelyapologised...

Inprison...

MeanwhileOdirilesatonthegroundleaningagainst

thewalllookingattheprisonersstandingbytalking,

agroupofguysshovedoneanotherandthenguards

gotalarmedtheycalmeddown...

HelookedatthePrisonersstandingatthegarden



withwateringcans...Afterthefirstimprisonmenthe

thoughthe'dneverbebackhereagain...Wouldhis

clientstrusthim againafterthattrendingvideoand

themurdermystery...Evenifhegotoutwhichhe

knewwouldhappenoneday...Wouldhisreputation

bethesameagain?

Heleanedbackwiththebackofhisheadagainstthe

wall,Thamiso'swordsstillcouldn'tleavehismind

andheknewexactlywhathemeant...Heknewhe

stillwantedherbutFefewasnotthetypetocheat,in

factifanythinghappenedhe'dbethefirstpersonto

know...

Hethoughthe'dhandlethislikeamanbutknowing

hemightbehereformonthsmaybeevenayearwas

slowlybeginningtoscarethehelloutofhim...

AtFefe'sfathers....



Ashourspassedandtheelderswarmeduptothe

apologies...

Fefe'sfather:Wehearyou...Butasyouknowthat

themostaffectedpersonisn'there...Wemighthave

tobringherover.Itmightbeeasyforusasparents

totalkbutwhataboutourchildren?Yougetmypoint

Grandpa:That'stheotherthing...Thechildrenhave

longmadeupandstartedseeingeachotherin

secret.Idon'tknowiftheywereafraidwewould

judgethem butialsocomewithothernews.....

Fefe'smotherfrownedinshock...

Grandpa:Wewouldliketopaymagadi...Oursonis

readytobringourdaughterinlawhome..

MmagweFefe:Idon'tunderstand...Fefehasa

boyfriendandshewouldneverleavehim for

Thamisowhodoesn'ttrusther.



Grandpa:Youmeanthatcriminal?Wellidon'tknow

ifyou'renotclosetoyourdaughterornotbutsheis

engagedaswespeak.Sheiswearingmygrandson's

ring..

Shelookedatthem shocked...

RragweFefe:Thankyoubotsadi,wewilltalktothe

restofthefamilyandrevertbacktoyou.

Grandpa:Golebogileronarra...(stoodup)Tholang

sente..

Theyallstoodupandleft,Fefe'smotherpickedthe

trayandwalkedinthehousetakingoutherphone

from thebreastsanddialedFefe....

AtOdirile'soffice...

MeanwhileFefesatonOdirile'schairstaringathis



picture,tearsfilledhereyesandsheputherhands

overherfacecrying.

Herphonerangthenshepickeditupandlookedat

thescreen,itwashermother...Probablyshocked

too.Sheputitdownandletitringuntilitstopped...

Therewasaknockonthedoor...

Asa:Fefe?Knockknock!

ShequicklyrubbedhertearsandsmiledasAsa

walkedin..

Asa:(smiled)Hi...

Fefe:Hi..

Asa:Iwasthinkingmaybeicanhelparoundhere

sinceI'm donewithexams,ormaybeicancome

staywithyouandbabysitBella.Sheismylittlesister

afterall...



Fefelookedatherandsighed.

Asa:ThetruthisI'm afraidtosleepalone...Ino

longerfeelsafealone...Sometimesiwakeupat

nightdreamingaboutamanstabbingmeorjust

tryingtokillmesoIwouldn'tsayanythingto

incriminatehim m

Fefe:Who?

Asa:Justaman,it'sjustadream...Lastnightididn't

sleepatall...Ipromiseiwon'tmisbehave.I'llclean

thehouseandtakecareofBella...I'llsleepinthe

sittingroom.Theonlyproblem nowisthat

nowadayswhenisleepidon'tswitchoffthelights

maybeI'llfinishyourelectricity

Fefe:Thebulbdoesn'tusemuchpower...AndI'm

movingintoabiggerhousesoyou'lluseBella's

room.

Shesmiledandpunchedtheair...



Asa:Thankyou,butitwon'tbelong...NnakeyaUB...

IknowOdisgoingtohaveaheartattackwhenhe

seesmyresultsakerehedoesn'ttrustme...He'llbe

shockedbyAsandBs

Fefe:(laughed)Hewillbeproud,gohelpthefront

deskgirl...I'llfindyousomethingtodo.

Asa:Eemma,areyougoingtocheckonOdlater?I

wanttoseehim

Fefe:Yeah,wewillgotogether...

ShewalkedoutasFefe'sphonerangthenshe

picked..

Fefe:Hello?

Hermother:WhataboutOdirile?

Fefe:............

Her:I'm talkingtoyou!



Fefe:It'snotaneasydecisionbecauseiloveOdirile

more

Her:Opelompengwanaka,didyoutellhim you're

gettingmarried?

Fefe:I'lltellhim

Her:Thispoorboyhaslovedineverywaypossible

andyourunaftermoney?

Fefe:It'snotaboutmoney,idon'tevenknowif

Odirilewillmarryme...AndthereisBellawhoneeds

herfather...I'm justplayingitsafebecauseiknow

Thamisolovesme.

Her:I'm speechless,ineverthoughtyou'ddothis.I

trustedyoutoomuch.We'vesetthedateformagadi,

odireontsheOdirilemobothoding.

Fefe:Eemma..

Shehungupandsighed,wouldshereallygetover

OdandjustloveThamisolikeheneverdumpedher

foranotherwoman.Shesighed...



InPrison....

LaterthatafternoonFefewaitedasOdirilewalked

over,hisfacelitupashesmiledandleanedoverfor

stolenkisses...

Guard:ODwee...,!

Odirilesmiledandsatdownlookingatherasshe

lookeddownsmiling...

Odirile:Youlookbeautiful...

Fefe:Thankyou...

Shelookedathisarmsandchestashesmiled

lookingather..Sheblushedlookingathislipsand

eyes...Hissmilemadehersmileevenwhenshe

wasn'tplanningto...



Odirile:KeagorataFefenas...Ammewaaitse?

Fefe:Iknow,iloveyoutoo.

Odirile:Youlookbeautiful...Anythinginterestingi

shouldknow?

Herheartskippedasshelookedathim,Ririfolded

herarmsstandingbehindhim...

Fefe:No...

Odirile:(hesmiledwithoutadoubtandsighed)I

can'twaittogetout...Bona..

Heleanedbackandshowedherhisboner,she

coveredhermouthandlaughedashelaughed

embarrassed...

Odirile:(laughed)Iknow,eish



Fefe:(laughed)Shems..

Odirile:IthinknextmonthI'llbeout,don'taskme

why...I'llexplainwhenIgetout...Iwantafullmeal

assoonasIgetout,thefoodishorrible..AndIwant

mygirlthewholenight...

Shesmiledblushingashelookedinhereyes...

Odirile:Oithokomelebabeautwa?

Fefe:Nhg...IcamewithAsa...Shewantstomovein

withmebutidon'tthinkI'llmanage.

Odirile:Youdon'thavetoexplainyourself..I

understand...She'llbefine.Gakeitsewhynowadays

aboihajaanabutshe'llbefine.Giveherapostko

tirongtokeepherbusy.Idon'twanthertogoback

toheroldways.

Fefe:Ok...(stoodup)I'llseeyoutomorrowletme

giveAsatime

Odirile:Ok...



Hesmiledemotionallyasshewalkedaway,he

closedhiseyestemporarilytakinginthatmoment

thenhesmiledagainasAsawalkedoversmiling...

THREEWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*
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AttheDCoffice...

Thephotographerbentoverfocusinghislenseson

Fefe'sface,hermakeupandhairstylestogetherwith

theblueGermanprintdressshehadonglowed

throughthelens.HemovedthecameratoThamiso,

hisperfecthaircutandbeartrim withwithafullsuit

complimentedher...

Theothervideographerslowlymovedthevideo

camerarecordingasbothfamiliessatbehindthem...

DCofficer:Whattypeofamarriagewillthisbe?In

communityofpropertyorOutofcommunityof

property?



Thamiso:Incommunityofproperty...

Fefe:Incommunityofproperty...

Themarriageregistrationcarriedonawitnessfrom

eachfamilyalsoregistered...

DCofficer:Thankyou,you'vebeenregistered.From

hereyournameswillbelistedsothatifanyofyou

havepromisedanyonemarriagethosepeoplecan

speak,ifanyonehasn'tsaidanythingwithin21days

you'llbeheretoofficiallybeunitedmoregobitsang

gopagololamaina.Thankyou,Godblessyou...

Thamisostoodupandhelpedherstandthentheyall

walkedoutasthecameramenwalkedbackwards

filmingtheirsteps,Fefe'sfeetonherheelswhile

ThamisorockedhisstylishItalianboot...The

cameraslowlyrolleduptheirtailormadeSetswana

couplegoalsdesignerclothes...



Tipsyaunt:Kekgaolemogolokwane?

Aunt:(laughed)It'snotyetthewedding...Waitfor

thewedding3weeksfrom nowabeokgaolemotho

yomonte!

Bothfamilieslaughedoutloudandshookhands

beforeparting,ThamisohuggedFefeandsmiled...

Thamiso:Youlookbeautiful...

Fefe:Thankyou...

Thamiso:Photoshootyamagadikenakomang?

Fefe:Thephotographersaidbetween5pm and6pm

sowecangetsun-kissedpictures..

Thamiso:Ok,seeyoulater..

Hekissedherthentheyeachwenttotheirfamilies...

AtOdirile'soffice...



MeanwhileAsawalkedinthereceptionandsat

downholdingahandfulofsweetsthenshehanded

thereceptionist2sweets..

Her:Thanks...KanteisittruethatOfentseisgetting

married?Kanareangangalemyfriendonfacebook.

Asa:(laughed)Marryingwhokamybrotherisstill

inside?

Her:Kanakgang...Letmetellhertosendmea

picture.MaybeFefewenttoaweddingandshe

thoughtkeenebride..

ThefriendsentapictureofFefeinherdress

standingwithherparents...

Her:Bona..

Asa:Shesaidhercousinisgettingmarriedweeks

ago...Maybethat'sit...



Her:Exactly,andpeoplealwaysgettailorstomake

them nicedressesforthewedding.

Asa:Ithinkonthispicturesheprobablyposedwith

Bella'sfatherhela...Idoubtthatmanwoulddo

anything.Facebookwasgrillinghim weeksagogape

idon'tthinkFefeloveshim.Baakelamogatse

nkgonnebathobaFacebookkanabamaakagore...

Theyjustwantdramaandsomethingnegativeto

talkabout.

Theycarriedonworking...

AtJane'sHouse...

BaneediknockedandwalkedinwhileJanelaidon

thebedwiththebaby'spictureswipingherteary

eyes...

Bans:Hi...



Jane:Hi..

Bans:Igotyourmessage...

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandsighedreaching

overforherbuttandrubbedhergently...

Bans:I'm sorry...Iknowyouhadhighhopes.

Jane:I'm beyondbroken...Mychildwithouteven

knowingme..Andistillthinkthatcouplekilledher

becauseshewasn'tlikethem.Maybethehusband

thoughtshewasanotherman'schildorsomething

butI'lllethersoulrestinpeace.

Bans:Exactly...(sighed)Fefeothotseapegike

maina...ApartofmewantstotellOdirileeverything

butI'm afraid...I'vetriedtotalktoFefeabouttelling

him becauseshecanexplainbetterbutshesaysshe

isafraidtotellhim..

Jane:Sosheisgoingtogetmarriedwhilehethinks

sheishis?Thatwillbreakhim...Canshetellhim

whileheisinprison?Atleastsheknowshewon't



touchherandhewillhavetimetocalm down.

Bans:That'swhatisaidbutshewon'ttellhim,in3

weeksshewillbegettingmarried...Yesthewedding

willbeinShorobebutpeoplewillknow.Everyonewill

know...ThisisthekindofdramaIdidn'twanttoget

caughtinbetweenmysisterandfriend...Ihaveto

pretendtobehappyforherwhileI'm breakingformy

friendwhodoesn'tevenknowwhat'sgoingon...

Meanwhileintheofficethemanagerpickedthe

telephoneandcalledFefe...

Fefe:Hello?

Him:Hi,ithoughtyou'llbeintodaysowecantalk.

Fefe:TodayI'm notfeelingwell,illseeyoutomorrow.

Him:Wehaven'tpaidtheworkersandthisisthefirst

timethisishappening,Odpreferspayingworkerson

timebecausehebelievesifyoutreatworkersright

theywilldeliver...

Fefe:I'llcomepaythem tomorrow,iusedthemoney



forsomethingelsebutithinkthereisenoughtopay

everyone.

Manager:Wealsoneedtopaythebillsespecially

WiFi,BasimanebatechcamerasneedWiFiandall

threecarsneedfuel.Lastnightwehadtoattendan

alarm thatwentoffbutthetankwaslowievenused

moneyfrom mypocket.

Fefe:I'llseeyoutomorrow...I'llcometakecareof

everything

Him:Wealsohaveaproblem,clientsaredropping

us...Ithinkithastodowiththecaseorsomeoneis

goingbehindourbackspaintingusbad.Theclient

wejustlostwasgoingtosignabigcontract

Fefe:Ok,I'm alittlebusy.I'lltalktoyoutomorrow.

Him:Ok,bye.

Hehungupandsighedfrustrated...

Atthepolicestation...



TheDetectivewalkedintheofficeandpulledhis

chairsittingnexttohiscolleague...

Him:Theevidenceismissing,balabtheycan'tfind

theknife...Theybeensearchingallday

Detective:Warengnaare?Butyoufiledeverything

right?

Him:Thefileiscorrupted,wehavecourttomorrow

andhislawyerisslowlygettingonmynervesnow.

Detective:Ithastobesomeoneintheofficemme

kana.

Him:Yeahbutitstilldoesn'tchangethefactthati

haveasuspectinprisonandnoevidencetoprove

hiscrimes...

Detective:ThiscaseyagorebolaisaBatswana.

Him:CanyouimaginehowincompetentI'lllookifi

dropthecharges?Andijustfinditawkwardhow

thatbuildingmanagersuddenlychangedsaying

footagegaeyo.Ilosttheknifesothatvideoismy



onlyanswertoprovethisguydidthis...weshould

getthatmanagerandaskhim seriousquestions.

Someonepaidhim tohideit...ThisOdirileguyis

tougherthanIthought..

Detective:Ialsothinkifweputthemanagerunder

pressurewewillgetthefootage...Let'sgo...

Theystoodupandwalkedout.....

Atthebuilding..

Lateronthetwoofficerslookedatthemanageras

shesighedandputhishandsonthetable...

Detective:Amanwaskilledguardingyourbuilding

andyou'reprotectingthekiller?Willyoulivewith

yourself?Doyoualsoknowthatwhenwecatchyou...

You'llgotojailfortemperingwithevidence?Oneof

ourformercolleaguesalreadyhadthevideobuthe

isgoingtorecoveritwhichwillmeanyou'reinonthe



murder...You'llbechargedwithconspiracyto

commitmurder...

Theoldmansighedlookingdown..

Detective2:Youstillhaveachance...Giveusthe

footage...Ifyouwerethreatenedorbribedwewill

understand...Justicemustbeserved...Aninnocent

manmightbehangedforacrimehedidn'tcommit

oraguiltymanisabouttowalkfreeafterkilling

someone'schild...

Theoldmanclickedonthecomputerandturnedit

aroundtotheirfacesasthefootageplayed...

Bothdetectivesstoodupandleanedoverthe

computerwatching...

Detective:Ohman...heisright,hedidn'tdoit...Our



killeristhisboyrighthere...

Detective2:Icanseethat...Hearrivedafterjustlike

hesaidonhisstatement(turnedtothemanager)

Nowyouhavetotelluswhyyoufirstrefusedwith

thevideo...Thatwillsolvethiscasebecauseitwill

takeustothedoorstepofthepersonbehindthis

mystery.Buamdalareadiega...Incaseyouhaven't

noticedyou'reinbigtroublenow.

*

*

*

*
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Inprison....

Odirileandhistwocellmatestookpressups

countingtogether,thelawyerstruggledon4press

upsanddroppedonhisstomachhittinghischinon

thefloorandrolledonhisbackbreathingheavily...

Him:(panting)Iyoooo

Odirilecalmlytookhispress-upslookingatthe

formersoldierwholookedrightbackathim witha

dareastheyeachcountedtouptothirty.

Thesoldierbeguntoslowdownasaveinemerged

onhisforeheadwhilehegranted...Odirilesmirked

ashetookhispress-ups...Ofcoursehisbicepswere



burning,hisbackwaskillinghim andhislegstoobut

he'dalwaysbeengoodathidinghisstruggles..He

breathedsteadyandnowcountedonthissoldier

fallingbuthewasn't,thesoldierkeptgoingevenas

sweatdrippeddownhisforehead...

Man,he'dhavetodrop,thisdudewasjustnotgiving

up...

Thelawyerguysatupandhuggedhiskneesstaring

attheirbicepsastheytookpress-upsslowlynow...

Lawyer:Reallyguys?It'sjustafreakinggame....It's

notthatdeep...

Theykeptgoingthenhekickedthem bothasthey

collapsedonthefloorlaughingoutloud...

Odirilelaidonhisbackashischestcontractedand



expanded,helaughedandrubbedhissweaty

foreheadthenherememberedFefewouldbe

comingtodayandsmiledblushing...

Odirile:GuysFefeiscomingtoday....

Soldier:(smiled)Wagoipolaisanopalaiteaka

(laughed)Ihaveafeelingillgetbailtomorrow,i

knowthebailconditionswillbethatistayawayfrom

thisgirlbutguysiloveher...

Odirile:Hereisatip...Ifyouloveherstayawayfrom

her.Shechosethatguysoyouhavenobusiness

beatinghim up.

Lawyer:WenaODyoutakethingssimple...

Soldier:Saysaguywhodrownedaguyforkissing

hisgirlfriend,I'dliketoseewhatyou'lldowhenhe

hasactuallyfuckedher.

Odirilesmiledfeelingabitdump...



Odirile:(laughed)That'sdifferent..

Soldier:How?

Odirile:Mygirldoesnotcheat...Sheissoftsothis

guykeptpushingthoughshe'dalwaystoldhim to

stayaway.Thisguyhadbeenpushybefore...heonce

refusedtoleaveherhouse.Itwasn'taboutthekiss,i

wassendinghim amessage

Lawyer:Soifshecheatsonyouyou'djustleave?

Hethoughtaboutitforaminuteandsmiledasthe

guysstaredathim andlaughedoutloud...

Odirile:Guyscomeon

Soldier:Bua,you'djustleave?

Odirile:Ihonestlydon'tknow

Soldier:(laughed)Thereyouhaveit!

Odirile:Butonaseriousyourgirlisdifferent,she

cheatedonyoucountlesstimes,shekeepsgoing

backtothesameguy,youmightwantsomepointers



from him orjustgetridhim...Lookslikeyou'rethe

nextbestthingafterhim.

Lawyer:You'reananimal,heneedscounselling

Odirile:(laughed)forwhat?Counsellingtohelphim

getridofhisfeelingsforher?Lovedoesn'tdie..I

knowthis...Youhave3options,killhim andgether,

killherandkillyourselfthatwaynobodygetsher..Or

3...BehersideniggauntilGodhasmercyonyouand

helpsyougetoverher.

Lawyer:Orjustwalkaway,guyscomeon!Thereare

somanywomen,Iwillneverloveawomanenough

tothinkaboutkilling

Odirile:Nobodythinkstheycankillforawomanuntil

they'vedoneitdummy!LennaI'm justsaying,it'snot

likeififindmyselfinthatsituationI'llactuallydoit...

Imightactuallybreakdownintearsandcrylikea

littlegirl,youneverknowwhatyou'recapableofuntil

you'vebeenpushedtotheedge..Iknowhewon'tdo

it,I'm justbeinghonest...From thebottom ofmy

heartidon'tthinkalltheseguyswhokilledwomen

knewtheyhaditinthem



Lawyer:Allofthem havesaidtothemselves"Nnaha

ngwanyanaantirajaanankammolaya"either

internallyoroutloud..Haveyoueversaidit?

Odirile:Maybeit'sbecauseI'veneverbeencheated...

Beforeimetmylategirlfriendiwasasideniggafor

severalwomenandmarriedonestoo...Itwasjust

betterthatway.Theydidn'twantmoneyfrom me

becausetheirmentookcareofthem,myjobwasto

makethem cum andgivethem anawesometime...

Thenimetmygirlfriend,shewassweet...Shenever

cheatedandinevercheatedonher...Itwasn'tabout

money...Andshebelievedinmebutshehadacar

accidentandgotsick,itdidn'ttakelonguntilshe

succumbedtoherinjuriesthenimetFefe,sheisjust

likeher...Shedoesn'tcheatandsheisbetter

becauseshetellseverything...

Soldier:Wameomaakaautwa....Icaughtherwith

thisguyandshecriedsayingnothinghappened.

Thisiswhatmademeangry...



Lawyer:Ilovemyselfwaytoomuchtoevenget

violentforawoman,somanywomenwantme.(to

thesoldier)Wenagaoneelwabailtomorrowdon'tgo

backtothatgirlorelseyou'llbebackhere...Wena

Odwagolelasaan,mosadinoga...Womenarethe

worstbecausetheycheatforloveandmoney...

You'renotrichsoexpecttobecheatedwithaguy

whoearnsmore...Soundslikeshelovesyouplus

youhaveagooddick...Iactuallywishihadwhatyou

havebuteventhatwon'tsaveyou...Womenlove

moneythandic.

Soldier:Hehasagooddick?What'sagooddic?

Odirile:(laughed)Obatagontshosanerra,Fefe

gasetypetsedichitang

Soldier:Tisadickebonethemonna?

Odirile:Fosekskwata,kantejaanongadvocateene

dikoebonajang.Ineverlookatotherswhenwe

shower

Lawyer:Iusedtothinkihavealittledicbecausemy

exsaidthattohurtmesowheneverI'm withguysi

checkouttheirdicks...Itgavemesomuchpeaceto



knowthatI'm actuallynotsmall..Kenormalhela

senteandthereareguyswaysmaller.

Odirile:Am itheonlyonewhodoesn'tgiveashit

whatsizeiam?Doessizeevenmatter?Inevereven

thinkaboutitandineverlookatotherguysdicks.

Lawyer:That'sbecauseyou'veneverhadtoworry

aboutitakere,okileakgobiwagotwentsutswane?

Banyanabataagonyenyagatsagoreotsamaecheka

batho.

Soldier:(laughed)Gapehehasneverbeencheated,

whenithappensyouevenquestionyourdickgame

Theguyschattedforhourseachlyingontheir

backs....

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonAsagotherparentsbagsas

theygotoutofthetaxithenshewalkedthem inthe

house...



Mother:Yourfathershouldbehavinghiscataract

removedtomorrow...Butidon'tknowifitwillbe

possiblesinceOdirileisout.Hehadbookedusintoa

privatehospital.

Asa:Fefewilltakecareofit,sheisinchargenow.I'll

talktoher

Mother:Ok...I'm happyhehasfinallyfound

someoneresponsible..

Father:Shesoundsmaturetoo

Fefe:I'llbringyourfoodletmecallherfirst...

AsadialedFefebuttherewasnoanswer...

InPrison...

LateronFefe'sheartpoundedasOdirilewalkedover,

hesmiledthatsmile...Theonethatmadehiswhole

facecute...Healwayssmiledwheneverhesawher



anditwashardnottosmileback...Sheforceda

smileandswallowedanxiouslyrubbingherfingers

together...

Henoticedsomethingwasn'trightfrom herfaceand

frownedashesat..

Odirile:Hi,areyouOK?Whathappened?

Sheopenedhermouthtospeakbutnothingcame

out,hisworryflewuptheroofasheleanedover

tryingtoreadhermind...

Odirile:Babetalktome,isthereanythingbothering

you?

Fefe:Idon'twanttobewithyouanymore,it'sover

betweenus.

Odirile:Dididosomethingwrong?

Fefe:No,ijustdon'twanttobewithyou.Please



respectmydecision.

Shestoodupandwalkedaway,hisheartshuttered

ashestooduplookingather..

Odirile:Babe?don'tdothat....youcan'twalkaway

afterdroppingsuchabombonme...Fefe?Babeturn

around...Ididn'tdothis,ididn'tkillanyone...God

knowsididn't...

*

*

*

*

*
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Incourt...

ThefollowingmorningOdirilesatincourtsilently,he

wasn'tsurewhattheoutcomeofhiscourt

appearancewouldbetoday,hislawyerhadmadeall

kindsofpromisesbutheknewbetterthantotrust

thesystem...Aboveall...Hecouldn'tstopwondering

whathecouldhavepossiblydonetoupsetFefe...

Maybeifhegotachancetoexplainwhateveritis

she'dunderstandandtakehim back.Whatwashe

withouther...Shehadputasmileonhisfaceand

madehisentireexistenceworthliving...

Helookedathismotherandfathersittinginthe

gallerywithhissister...Hehadpromisedhisfather

he'dnevergetbackinjail...Hisfirstwasnevera

problem...Hisfamilytotallyunderstood...Actually



thewholeneighbourhood...Hiscousinswerehappy

toothathe'dtaughtthischildmolestoralessonbut

thisrightherewassomethingelse...

Prosecutor:Yourhonourwewouldliketodropour

chargesagainstOdirile,newevidencehasbeen

discoveredandithasledustobelievetheaccused

isinnocent.ThisisaccTVfootagethatrecorded

partoftheincidentandonittheaccusedisseen

arrivingonthescenerightafterthenewsuspectfled.

Odirileturnedandlookedathislawyerthenhe

lookedathismotherasshegaspedintears.

Hethoughthe'dbeexcitedandmaybehewasjust

notfully...Fefeshouldhavebeenhere...Butatleast

he'dgetachancetofindoutwhathedidsohecould

fixit...

Judge:andtheaccusedhasbeenacquitted...



Hedidn'thearmuchreallyhestillwonderedwhathe

didtoupsetFefe,shemusthavebeenreallyupset

nottoevendiscussbutshootstraighttodumping

her.Doesn'tsheknowthereisnothinghewouldn't

correctifsheasked...He'danythingforher...

Theofficertappedonhisshoulder,that'swhenhe

noticedthecourtwasdoneandeveryonewas

standingup.Hestoodupwithcuffsonhiswrists

andanklesthenofficeruncuffedhim...Hismother

walkedthroughthecrowdcryingandhuggedhim as

thejournalisttookafewpictures.

Mother:(tearfully)Iknewyouwereinnocent...

Hehadn'tseenhismother'stearsinawhilesheeven

pulledhim downandkissedhischeek,doyouknow

howharditusforAfricanparentstokisstheirsons...

Hismothertouchedhischeekslikehewas5years



oldandforamomenthesmiled...Don'tweallhavea

littlechildinus..Hesmiledshylyandhuggedhis

motherthenheturnedandhuggedAsabefore

hugginghisfather...

Heheldhisfather'shandastheyheadedout..

Odirile:Whatdidyoucomewith?Didsomeonedrive

youhere?

Asa:Themanager...Papamissedhisoperation

today.Fefewasn'tpickingherphoneandwedidn't

wanttogotothehospitalwithoutthemoney.

Odirile:Ok...

Ajournalistwalkedoverrecordinghim withthe

phone..

Him:HiOdirile,howdoyoufeelaboutbeing

acquitted?



Odirile:Notnowplease...Don'trecordmyparents...

Heopenedthedoorforhisfatherandhelpedhim

getin,seeheknewifheansweredthisquestionthis

guymightaskaboutthedrowningincidentandhe

wasn'tabouttomakehisprivatelifeashow.The

managerwalkedoverandtheybumpedshoulders...

Odirile:Hi

Manager:WeneedtotalkASAP,iknowthisisn'tthe

placebutworkershavenotbeenpaid,ihavebeen

buyingpetrolandelectricityfrom mypersonal

account...I'vehadtoborrowmoneyfrom mywifeko

motshelongtobuyafewthingsbutsheisnot

chargingusinterest.

Odirile:Ijustneedmyphonetomakepayments,I'll

refundyoutoo...

Manager:Ok.I'llcatchtaxibacktotheoffice...Go

makepayments.

Odirile:Thanksman,I'llbetheresoon.Ineedtogo



getcleanedup.

Manager:Sure...

Hegotinthecarandturneditonthenhiscellmate

joggedoverandsmiledastheyfistbumped..

Soldier:Ihavebeengrantedbail

Odirile:(smiled)Behavethemonna,givemeyour

number..

Hegrabbedapenthentheyexchangedpiecesof

paperswiththeirnumbers...

Soldier:Sureboy

Odirile:Cheers...

Soldier:(smiledapologeticallytohisparents)I'm

sorryididn'tgreetyou..I'm justexcitedtobeout

Mother:(laughed)Weunderstand.



Helaughedandjoggedtowardshiscousinthen

Odiriledroveoff....

Odirile:Papayou'llgotothehospitaltomorrow,my

phoneisatFefe'shouse..

Father:Ok,howwasitinthere?

Itwastheworryinhisvoice,hisfatherhardlyspoke

unlessitwasreallyimportant..

Odirile:Itwasok,imadefriendstoo...They'regood

guys..

Father:Pleasetakecareofyourself...

Odirile:Iwill...

Minuteslaterheparkedthecarandtheyallgotout....



Atthegrandfather'shouse...

MeanwhileThamiso'soldestsisterparkedthecar

andhitthehorn...

Her:Guyslet'sgo....Bathongwearerunningoutof

time!Dancepracticestartsat4pm...

Thechildrenranoutofthehouseexcitedlyandgot

inthecareachholdinganicepop..

Her:Pleasebringmorefortheotherkidsatforthe

kidsbakogoMmagweBella.

Thekidsbroughtmoreicepopsandgotinthecar.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseThamisosatwithhis

father,grandfatheranduncle'sinthelivingroom.



Thamisolookedathiswristwatchandstoodup...

Thamiso:Ihavetogo,idon'twanttobelateforthe

practice

Grandpa:It'sstillinShorobe?

Thamiso:Yes

RragweThamiso:Wewillneedtoprovecombisfor

peoplewithoutcars,Shorobeisveryfar..

Grandpa:Butthosewhowon'tattendinShorobewill

definitelyenjoyourpartinMaun..

RragweThamiso:Iwanteveryonetoenjoyboth

celebrations...kanajangThami?

Thamiso:Yes...ButFefeandidon'tcareaboutabig

wedding.Infactthefewerthebetter

Grandpa:Nonsense!Asmallweddingforwho?

You'reThamisothethird!Everyonemustattendyour

wedding.I'm notgoingtospendhundredsof

thousandsonlyforafewpeopletoseeit.Thisisthe

weddingofthecentury...YouownMaun..



RragweThamiso:Heisstealinganotherman's

womanhewon'tbecomfortableshowingheroff.

Thamiso:Papawhyoebayajalokante?Idon'tlike

thewayyoualwaysputthis..I'm notstealingher,

shebrokeupwithhim

Grandpa:Thenwhyareyouafraidtocelebrateyour

wife?Sheisyours,youownher!Sheisyourproperty!

Thamiso:Sheisnotaproperty...

Thamisosighedandkeptquiet,attimesitwashard

toevenexplainhowtherealworldworkstothistoo...

Thamiso:Abigweddingisfine...Ihavetogo.I'm

runninglate...

Hewalkedbacktothebedroom wherehismother

waslyingonthebedlostinthoughts.

Thamiso:Areyouok?



Her:Yeah,sayhitoFefeforme..

Thamiso:Iwill...

Her:Okgweetsesente.

Thamiso:Eemma...

Hewalkedoutanddroveoff....

AtFefe'snewHouse...

LateronOdirileparkedthecarandsteppedout

dialingthemanager...

Him:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,I'llexplainlaterbutfornowI'llonlyafford

topayeachemployeehalfoftheirsalaries.Canyou

arrangeameetingsoicanexplainthislaterplease?

Manager:Ok,mmekanaIthinkOfentsemisusedthe

moneybecauseweeksagoshementionedhowshe



usedit.

Odirile:Sheprobablyhadsomethingimportanttodo.

Talkyoulater.

Manager:Bye

Hehungupandknockedseveraltimesthenthelady

nextdooropenedherdoor...

Lady:(hereyesdroppedtohiszipper)Hi

Odirile:Hi,whereisFefe?BythewayI'm Odirile

Lady:Nicename...Goeshandinhandwithyour

body...(smiled)Katswaodiratota..

Odirile:(smiled)Whereisshe?

Lady:SheisShorobe,shehasbeenthereforafew

days..

Odirile:Ok,thanks.

Lady:Doyoudrink?

Odirile:Occasionally,why?



Lady:Weshouldgooutsometimes...(laughed)Ke

batagogoitagisetsa

Odirile:(laughed)ObatagompolaisaFefewena

Lady:(confused)Elegorehowdoyourelatetoher?

Odirile:I'm herboyfriend...

Lady:Oh,sorry.Ididn'tknowthat...Thoughtyou're

thebrothershealwaystalksabout.

Odirile:Nogakeene

Lady:Ijoosorry.Bye

Odirile:Bye

TheneighbourfrownedconfusedasOdirilegotin

thecaranddroveoff...

InShorobe...

AboutanhourlaterOdiriledrovealongtheroad

listeningtomusic,hepulleddownthemirrorand



lookedathishaircutonemoretimethenheturned

hisheadsidewayscheckingouthistrimmedbeard

thenheleanedbackdriving...

Helookedattheshoppingbagonthepassenger

seatandwonderedifhebroughteverylittlething

sheliked...Hopefullyshe'denjoythis.Apartofhim

stillbelievedshe'djumprightintohisarmsthe

minuteshehearsthetruthaboutthecase...

Thamisowouldalsoliketohearaboutthisone,his

colleaguesactuallythoughthewaslyingaboutthe

footage...buthe'dseeThamilater...

Hisexcitementincreasedashesloweddownand

tookthelittledirtroadheadingtoFefe'shome...

Hecouldhearloudmusicfrom adistance,werethe

neighbourshavingaparty?Asheapproachedhe

noticedabout5carsparkingunderthetreesinfront

oftheyardandthereseemedtohavebeenapartyor

somesort...



HerecognisedThamiso'scarasheparkedand

steppedout,hewalkedthroughthegatelookingata

groupofpeopledancinginaline...Thisseemedlike

apractice...Apracticefordancesteps...Fefeand

Thamisowereattheendofthedancersdancing...

Wasthiswhathethought?

Beforethetreetheyweredancingunderneathwas

anothertreehehadtopassbywheretheelders

weresitting...Nowhewasn'tsurewhattodo...A

partofhim wantedtogostraightoverthereandask

Fefewhatwasgoingonbuthewasn'traisedlike

that...Hehadtopassbytheeldersandgreetthem

beforegoingfurther.

MeanwhileFefe'smotherturnedandrecognised

Odirileashebentoversittingontheheelsofhisfeet

andrespectfullyputhishandstogethergreeting

everyone...



Odirile:Dumelang...

Therewassilence,from thewayhekeptlookingat

thedancerstheycouldtellhehadnoideawhatwas

goingon...Atleastbeforeseeingallthis.

MmagweFefe:Dumelapapa,oteng?

Odirile:Eemma..

RragweFefe:Howareyou?

Odirile:I'm fine.

Therewasanawkwardsilencethenhestoodupand

sighed..

Odirile:Kegonekegololwang,bakgonnegobona

goregasenna.Gopractisetswalenyalolagamang?

{Ijustgotreleased,theyfoundoutitwasn'tme.Who

isgettingmarried?}



MmagweFege:AgobotsaFefe{GoandaskFefe}

Odirile:Eemma

Thewayeveryonestaredathim.Alltheadultssitting

underthetreestaredathim,thepeoplewhowere

cookingatthefireplacepausedandstaredathim as

hewalkedtowardsthepractisingdancers....

Bansturnedarounddancingandlockedeyeswith

Odirilethenhestopped,hefrozeforaboutaminute

thenhewalkedawayasOdirilestaredathim in

shock...

FefeandThamisostoppeddancingandlookedat

him thenthechoreographerstoppedthemusic...

EveryonestoppeddancingandlookedatOdirile.....

Odirile'sheartpoundedashelookedather



engagementring,hiseyesmovedfrom herfingerto

hereyesthenshelookeddown...Ahugelump

blockedhisthroatashelookedather,hetried

swallowingbutitwassohugeandpainfulhe

couldn'tswallow.Hesteppedoverandgently

reachedforherhandthenhetouchedherringjustto

makesurethiswasn'tsomekindofadream,itfelt

realthenhelookedather...

Odirile:Babewhatareyoudoing?Whatareallthese

peopledoinghere...PleasetellmeI'm wrong...

Heswallowedtearfullyandturnedlookingback,

everyonewasstaringathim..Someoftheelders

hadevenstoodup,othersholdingtheirwaist

watching...theladiescookingfrozeholdingthelids

ofthepotsstaringathim.Theyoungmenoffloading

firewoodfrom avanpausedeachholdingwoodand

staredathim...He'dneverhadsomanyeyesonhim

hewasn'tevensurewhattodo...



Heturnedbackandlookedather...

Odirile:What'sgoingon?Dididosomethingwrong?

*

*

*

*
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InShorobe...

FefelookedOdirile'sfaceandswallowed,she

expectedsomekindofragebutthebrokenlookon

hisfaceandeveryonestaringdidn'tmakeiteasy...

Whathadshedone...Howwasshegoingtogetout

ofthiswithouthurtinganyone...

ShelookedatThamisowholookedawayandputhis

handsinthepockets...

Fefe:Let'sgotoyourcarandtalk...

Sheturnedandledhim tothegatewhilehestillheld

herhand,shelookedattheeldersandquickly

slippedherhandfrom his.



Heneverknewasimplegestureofsomeonepulling

theirhandfrom yourholdcouldhurtsobadbutyeah,

ithurtashewalkedbehindherwithhishandsinthe

pockets.

Hewalkedbehindherlookingatherbutt,wasthisit?

He'dnevertouchthisagain...buthestillhadhope...

KnowingFefetherewasabetterexplanationfor

this...Sheprobablyhadaplanorsomething,was

thisrevengeforThamisohurtingherand

embarrassingher?8fitwasthenshewasbetter

thanthatandhe'dputanendtoit.

Sheopenedthedoorandgotinthenhesatdown

andlookedather...

Fefe:Ibrokeupwithyoubecauseiwanttobewith

Thamiso.

Odirile:Dididosomethingwrong?



Fefe:No...Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong...Andistill

loveyou...

Sheleanedoverandkissedhim,heknewhehadto

stopherbuthedidn't...washestupid?Because

despiteknowingeverythinghappeningoutsidethe

carhestillclosedhiseyesandkissedherback.He

placedhishandonherthighandgrabbedherass

tightlyashispantstightenedthenhereachedforher

neckandkissedher,sheleanedbackandsighedas

hecaughthisbreath...

Fefe:Iloveyoubutlovealoneisnotenough...It'snot

alwaysaboutlove...

Helookedinhereyestryingtoactuallyunderstand

whatshemeantbuthestilldidn'tunderstand...

Odirile:Ifitsoverwhyareyoukissingme?Canyou

pleasetellmewhat'sgoingon?



Fefe:Ishouldn'thavekissedyou,I'm confusingyou

andsendingyouwrongsignals.I'm sorry..

Hetookdeepbreathandsighedleaningbackonthe

chair...

Fefe:IwanttohaveaproperfamilywithThamiso.I

wantustoraiseourdaughterproperly.

Wasshereallypullingthebaby-mama-baby-daddy

card?Heoncethoughtaboutthisbuthehad

convincedhimselfitwouldn'thappen...

Fefe:I'm verysorry,itsnotyou.Itsme....

Hestaredatherlipsasshespokethenhelookedin

hereyes...



Odirile:Ijustwishyoucouldhavelongtoldme.

Fefe:Ididn'twanttohurtyoubutyou'reright.I'm

sorry

Odirile:Whathappenedtothemoney?Company

money?

Fefe:Iusedittobuysomeofthethingsineeded.I'm

sorry...

Odirile:(helookeddown)It'sok..

Shegotoutofthecarandclosedthedoorwhile

Odirilelookedatherwithalongface...

Fefe:Bye

Wasitdenialordidsheseem different?TheFefehe

knowsisdefinitelynotacheater,thisdidn'tmake

senseatall...Fefewouldn'tjustflipjustlikethat...

Shelovedhim,hewasn'tlyingtohimselfheactually

feltherloveforhim.Thiswasthesamewomanwho



toldhim everythingThamisohaddoneinhis

absence...somethingwasn'tright.Eventhissmile

wasn'tFefe'sgenuinesmile,shedidn'tsmilewith

suchconfidence...ActuallyFefehardlyexpressed

herselflikethis...

Odirile:WhenareyougoingtoMaun?

Fefe:I'm notallowedtoleavehomeuntilafterthe

wedding.

Odirile:Whenisthewedding?

Fefe:6th

Odirile:Soyouwon'tbegoingtoworktoo?

Fefe:Yes..

Odirile:Whataboutmyclothesinyourhouse?

Fefe:Thereisasparekey..

Thamisoapproachedfrom behind,Odirilelookedat

him calmly...Killingthisguywasdefinitelyoutof

question...He'dbethefirstsuspect...Heneeded



anotherstrategybutafterfiguringoutwhatwas

wrongwithFefe....Nobodyaroundherecouldseeit

butshewasn'therself...Maybeitwasabouttimehe

paidmoreattentiontohermentalhealth...Didshe

haveamentalbreakdownandjustswitch

personalities?Hedidn'tevenunderstandwhathe

wassayingbuthedidn'thavemuchtimeleft..

Thamiso:IseverythingOK?

Fefe:Yes...

Everythingwasfineuntilyoushowedupyoudicklet

pieceofshit.

Thamiso:Canwetalk?

Odirilejuststaredathim thoughtfully,nowyouwant

totalk?Aftervisitinginprisonandactinglikea

helplesslittlevictim?Mustbenicetoberich.



Odirile:(calmly)Sure..

TheyturnedlookingatFefeasshewalkedawaythen

theylookedatoneanother..

Thamiso:Iknowweweregettingalongjustfine,I'm

sorryitcametothis.

Odirile:Likeyousaid,ishouldn'thavetrustedyoubut

nowI'vejustrememberedthatyouactuallyletme

outofprisondespiteeverythingyouweredoing

behindmyback.Whichmakemewonderwhy

Thamiso:Iloveitwhenjusticeisserved,Iwasa

policeofficerbecauseofpassion.

Odirile:Thankyou...

Hestartedthecarandreversed,foraminutehewas

stressedoutbutthen...Fefeneededhelp...Shehad

somethingswitchinherheadandhewasaboutto



turnthatswitchon...

Odirile:Congratulationsonthewedding...

Herolledupthewindowanddroveoffwithoutany

facialexpressions.Hestoppedbythesideofthe

roadandsmiledatanoldladycarryingwaterin

bucketthenhehandedhertheplasticbag...

Odirile:Mmamahereisthefood,iwasbringingitfor

mygirlfriendthissidebutsheisn'tthere...

Oldlady:Ohthankyouson,Godblessyou...

Odirile:Thankyou...

Hejoinedtheroadandsteppedontheaccelerator.

Hehadafewthingstotakecareofbeforehecould

figureouthowtohelpFefe...



Atthemanager'soffice(stabbingscene)...

Lateronthemanagerwalkedoutofthebuildingas

hisphonerang,hegotinthecarandpickedthecall...

Him:Hello?...

Voice:Howdiditgo?

Him:Itoldthem thatthisboythreatenedmylife,i

didn'tsayyourname.

Voice:Good,ijustwantedtobesure.

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupandsighedashedroveoff.Bedrove

alongthebridgeandturnedtothesideofthepark.

Hedialedhiswife...

Her:Hello?

Him:Hi.I'm onmyway...Areyouhome?



Her:Justgothere...Seeyou

Him:Bye

Hehungupandnoticedtherewasacarfollowing

him,rhedriverflushedthelightsthenhepulledover...

Helookedoneithersideoftheroadandnoticed

therewastheparkontheothersideandthewildlife

departmentofficeswhichwerewaywayinsidethe

fence...Evenifhewasattacked.

Odirilesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedovertothe

oldman,heleanedoverthewindowandsmiled

playingwithascrewdriver...

Odirile:Hi,whenthepoliceaskedaboutthevideo

Thamisogotfrom youyoudeniedhavingit.Ineedto

knowwhy...Ifyoudon'ttellmeI'm goingtokillyour

wifeand6yearoldson...See?Ialreadyknowyour

family.

Manager:It'sThamiso'sfather.Heaskedmenotto



tellthepolice.

Odirile:Thankyou,haveanawesomeday...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedbacktothecarthenhe

droveoffdialingAsa....

Asa:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,bolelelaboPapagoreillbehomelate...

Asa:Ok...

Odirile:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff...

Atthefarm...

2hourslaterheparkedatthegateofthefarm and

walkedacrossthefieldfulloffcrops.Afterashort

walkhestoppedbythewellandlookedinside



thoughtfully...itwassodeepandifanyonefellin

herenobodywouldhearasinglething..Isthislove

hefelthefeltinside?

Odirile:I'lldoanythingforyoumylove...I'llhelpyou...

*

*

*

*

*
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InFefe'sHouse(Shorobe)....

Fefe'smotherwalkedinthehousewhileshesaton

thebedputtingonstick-onnails...

Her:Whyareyoubreakingthatman'sheart?

Fefe:Heisfine,wetalked.

Her:Whathasgottenintoyou?Somemendon'tjust

walkawayfrom betrayallikethis...Especiallyquiet

man.Don'tmistakehissilenceforstupidity,koore

wabeobatagoreeremonnaatagogobolayaabele

nnampolayakagatwebommabasetsanarerata

sukuri?

Fefe:IloveOdirilebutrightnowit'simportantto

marryThamiso.I'vedecidedwhatmylifeisgoingto

be...That'showI'm goingtolive,asThamiso'swife



andthemotherofhischildren.

Her:Don'tgotoMaununtilyou'resureOdirilehas

acceptedthis.Whatyoudidisdangerous...gaoboi

waitse.OsekahorwakegodidimalagagaOdirile..

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.

AtThamiso'sHouse....

LaterthateveningThamisoslowlydrovetowards

thegateandwaitedasitslidopen,hewasn'tsureif

sleepingherealonewasagoodidea.Therewasno

wayOdirilewouldletthisslidejustlikethat...

Hebravelydrovethroughthegateandintothe

garagethenheremainedinthecarwhile

suspiciouslylookingaround...Hewouldn'tevensay

Odirilewasangry,hewasjustcalm...Butthenhe

wasstillcalm whenhedrownedhim inthepool.This

maniscoldhearted...Ormaybegettinghim outof



jailhadcalmedhim down?Maybeitreallyworked

andcalmedhim.

Hesighedthoughtfullysittinginthecar,thisguywas

thedirectorofasecuritycompany...Surelyheknew

howtomakehiswayaroundsecuredplaces.Whatif

hewaswaitingforhim inside?

Somethingmovedatthecornerofthegaragethen

hejumpedstartledandstaredatthecorner,itwas

justanemptyplasticbeingblownbythewind.He

sighedinreliefandstartedthecarthenhereversed

anddroveout...Hewasn'tabouttotakechances...

NotwithOdirile...

AttheGrandpa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightOdirileparkedthecarashort

distancefrom theoldman'shouseandsteppedout,

hetookoffhisshoesandremainedwithsocksthen



hegrabbedhiscapandgentlypulleditoverhishead.

Heputontheglovesandgrabbedhisbackpack...

He'dneverbeensogladtobeasecurityguard...It

alwaysamazedhim justhowloweveryonethinks

aboutsecurityservicesbecausetothem itmeans

sittingoutsidethebuildingguardinglikebackinthe

60's.Theinsultthatcamewiththatassumptionafter

you'vecrackedyourheadtopassexamsabouthigh

securitydevices...

Hestoppedonthesideofthescreenwallthenhe

tookoutabottleofsprayandwalkedtowardsthe

gatewithhisheaddown,hesprayedthesecurity

cameraandstoodbytakingoutadevicewhichhe

calmlypresseduntilthealarm disengaged.He

manuallyopenedthegateandsilentlycloseditthen

hewalkedtowardsthehouse...

Hestoppedlookingatthewholehouseespecially

thefirstfoor.Suchabighouse!Sopeopleactually



livelikethisinreallife?Hewalkedtowardsthe

garagedoorandpulleditupenoughforhim tocrawl

underneath.

ThankGodthedoorwaywasn'tlocked,heopened

thedoorandwalkedintothehousesilently...

Thedooronthefirstbedroom wasn'tclosedandhe

stoodtherestaringatthisyoungwoman,shewas

probablythemaid...Didn'tlookanythinglikethis

piecesofshit...Nicebreaststhough,probably21or

less...Don'tworryFefe,wedon'tdocheating...

Heturnedbackandwalkedupstairs,walkingonthis

stairsseriouslyfeltlikeascenefrom amovie.The

adrenalinewasworthitthough...Hestoppedonthe

firstroom andslowlyopenthedoor...Thamisowas

lyingasleep,naked...

Apartofhim screamedgrabapillowandsmother



him butofcoursehewouldn't,atleastnotnow.He

wassmartenoughtoknowhe'dbethefirstsuspect...

Gettingawaywithsomethingsobigrequired

planningandalotofresearch...

Hemovedtotheotheremptyrooms,itwasjust

amazinghowlonelyrichpeoplemustbe,whyhave

suchabighousewhennooneisgoingtousehalfof

it?

Hestoppedatthemasterbedroom andslowly

turnedthelockthenhegentlyopenedthedoor...

Therewego,he'dneverfeltlikesuchadisrespectful

twerplikethisbefore...Staringatoldpeople

sleepingnakedwhiletheirflappyskinshungaround...

Hewalkedinandsatonthestoolstaringattheold

man,obviouslyhedidn'tthinkfurtherthanthis...This

oldmanwasfatashell,ifhewantedhim atthewell

he'dhavetowalkthere..



Hereachedoverandgothisphonebytheheadlamp

thenhepressedit,great...Nopassword.Heputiton

silentmodeandcopiedeveryfilethenhesentitto

himself...'3%sending'...shit,theywerelargefiles...

He'dhavetostickaroundforawhile...

Hewalkedoutanddownstairswhereheopenedthe

fridgefrowned,hetookoutafewthingsandmade

himselfasandwichthenhepouredaglassofjuice

andsatondiningtableeatingwhilethephone

transferredfiles.

Aboutanhourpassed,hegotboredandgotcarkeys

thenhewalkedtothegarage.Heopenedthedoor

andsatinthecarthoughtfully...Hesearchedaround

andpickedafewthingsthenhecloseditandwalked

backtothekitchenwherehewashedtheglassand

platebeforeputtingthem backontheirplace.His

motherhadtaughthim topickupafterhimself...He

putonhisglovesandwipedeverythinghetouched



beforegoingbacktothephones.

Finally,thephonewasdonesendingfilesthenhe

wentthroughtheoldman'scontactdetails...He

communicatedwithhisassistantmoresohe

blockedhim andsavedhisnewnumberinstead,

quiteriskybutyeah...Hewalkedupstairsonhis

socksandintothemasterbedroom whereheput

thephonedownandpausedstaringattheoldman

snoring.

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutofthegateandclosed

thegate.Hepressedhisdeviceagainandthealarm

turnedonbeforewalkingawayintothenight....

AtOdirile'sHouse....

OnthesamenightOdirileparkedthecarandleaned

backreplyingamessage...



Odirile:Yes,ineedatleast6ofthose.

Securityaccessoriessupplier:Fortheoffices?(sent

pictures)Those?

Odirile:No,(sentpictures)Ineedthose...tinyas

they're...iwanttheonesthatcannotbeeasily

noticed.Oneyoucanputnexttothebulbinthe

bedroom soitcangiveyouabedview,inthecarand

placeslikethat.

Accessories:Whatareyouupto?

Odirile:Willyoumanageornot?

Accessories:Wearelimitedastowhatsecurity

deviceswecanbringintothecountry,soundslike

youwanttospyonsomeone.

Odirile:Notreally,butit'sok.I'llgobuythem for

myselfinSouthAfrica.I'llfindawaytocrossthe

boarderkatsone...IguessIfyouwantsomething

donebetteryoudoityourself.

Accessories:No,it'sok...I'llmakeaplan.Giveme3

daystops.OurdrivershouldbearrivinginBotswana

in2days.Sirdidyouseethepricesofthethingsyou



want?Theycomewithsoftwarestoo.

Odirile:Iknow...Thanks

Accessories:You'rewelcome...

Hesighedandleanedback,nothinggavehim more

peacethanknowingshewasunderthecareofher

parents.Perksofdatingatraditionalgirl...She'dnot

beallowedtoleaveuntiltheweddingday.That

meantheonlyhad2weeksbeforehecoulddo

somethingaboutthis.HehadtogiveThamiso

somethingtofocusonwhilehetriestofigureout

wherehisgirlwasbecausethatwomangetting

marriedwasn'tFefe.

Hegotoutofthecarandwalkedinthehouse...

AtFefe'sHouse...

ThenextmorningFefe'sphonerangwhileshelaid



asleep,shereachedforitandfrownedlookingat

Odirile'svideocall...

InOdirile'scar...

OntheothersideOdirilesmiledslowlylookingat

Fefeassherubbedhereyesandyawnedwithher

handoverhermouth..

Fefe:Hello?

Hesmiledwithoutsayinganythingjuststaringather

face...

Odirile:HeyFefenas,wareng?

Fefe:I'm fine,sorryaboutyesterday.

Odirile:It'sok...WhenlastdidyouseeRiri?

Fefe:Whyareyouasking??



Odirile:Justcurious

Fefe:Ihaven'tseenherinawhile.

Odirile:Iwantyoutoseeapsychiatrist,,weneedto

gotothehospitalandfindprofessionalhelp.It'snot

normaltotalktodeadpeople.

Fefe:YouthinkI'm crazy?

Odirile:No,ithinkrightnowI'm talkingtoRiritrying

veryhardtolivethroughFefe...Butineedmygirl

backbecausethat'smypussyyou'replayinggames

with,Thamisoistouchingandkissingwhat'smine

andidon'trespondverywelltothat.I'm very

territorial.Youneedmedicationforwhateveryou're

goingthrough.Idon'tknowifit'sschizophreniaor

somekindofpersonalitydisorder.Normalpeople

don'tbehavelikeyou...Oneminuteyoulovemeand

tellmeeverythingthenextyou'remarryingaman

thathurtyou.Youhaveaconditionthateveryone

takeslightlybutnotmebabe,I'm goingtohelpyou

justlikeihelpedyoufindBella.

Fefe:Thatsoundscrazy

Odirile:Youthink?



Fefe:Ihavetogo.Stopcallingme.

Odirile:Iloveyou...

Fefe:You'recrazy.

Odirile:Babemaybewearecrazy...I'm goingtolove

youharderbecauseyoudeservethat.Itakecareof

you...Idon'tgetangryatyoubecauseiknowwe

makemistakes,iknowpeoplearetakingadvantage

ofyoubutthat'sOK...Asyourmanishouldbeable

totakecareofyou.

Shecutthecallthenheclosedhiseyesclenching

histeethforamoment.HesighedanddialedtheOld

man...

Grandpa:Pogiso?

Odirile:Dumelang,justcollapsed...Canyouplease

helpusrushhim tothehospital?

Grandpa:Where?

Odirile:Nexttothepark,wewerewaitingfortaxibut



they'reallpassingby,iguessthey'refull.

Grandpa:I'm comingnow,iwasheadingtothe

office.

Odirile:Eerra..

Hehungupandsighed,gameon!

Intheoldman'scar...

Meanwhiletheoldmanfrownedapproachingthe

directedplacewhereadoublecabsecuritycarwas

parkingbythetree,thedriverwearingablackcap

wavedhim thenbepulledoverandparkednextto

thecar...

Odirilesteppedoutandputaknifeonhisneck...

Odirile:(calmly)Takeyourhandsoffthesteering



wheel..

Theoldman'sheartskippedasheliftedbothofhis

hands...

Him:Ihavemyphone,mywallethas1.4K,mywatch

isworth6K...youcantakeever-

Odirile:Iwantyou...Getinmycar

Odirileopenedthedoorforhim,theoldmanstepped

outofthecarandlookedathim ashishandsshook,

thenhemeltedandfelltotheground...

Odirile:Hei,getup!I'm notliftingyourfatstomach...

Don'tplaygames..

Theoldmanlaidtherewhilehepointedathim witha

knife...



Odirile:Mdala?Tsoga...Stopplayingdead.Idon't

haveenoughtime..

Odirilebithislowerlipandkickedhim ontheface,

theoldmanputhishandsonhisfaceasblood

gushedout...

Odirile:I'm notplayingwithyou...Getinthecar...

TheoldmangotinthebackofcarthenOdiriletied

hishandsandlegstogether,hegrabbedaclothand

tieditaroundhismouththenhesteppedbackand

pushedhim insidethevanhisbootbeforeclosing

thetailgateandlockingit.

Hewalkedtothesideandlookedathim throughthe

canopywindow...



Odirile:Behaveyourself...

Heglancedattheroadandclosedtheoldman'scar

beforegettinginhiscaranddrivingoffashetook

offhisgloves....

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheploughingfield...

Odirileopenedthetailgateandcrawledintheback

ofthecar,hegrabbedtheoldman'slegsand

draggedhim outtotheedgethenheuntiedhislegs...

Odirile:I'm untyingyousoyoucanwalk.

Hepickedhisknifeandclosedthedoorthenhe

pointedhim tothebackofthefield.

Theoldmanwalkedtowardsthelongmaizecrops

asOdirilefollowedhim holdingtheknife...Heturned

aroundandtriedtosaysomethingthoughhismouth

wasmuffled...



Odirile:Keepgoing,I'm notgoodattalking.

Theywalkedalongdistancethroughthecropsuntil

theoldmannoticedthewell,hestoppedwalking

andlookedatOdirile...

Odirile:Let'sgo...

Hetriedtopleadthoughhewasinaudible..

Odirile:Let'sgo,ipromiseI'llmakeitquickorbetter

yet,iwon'tstabyousoyoucandrowninwater..Let's

go,pleasedon'tmakemedragyou...Ihavea

meetingafterthis...Ihavetogodiscusssome

contractsilostwhenyouandyoursonwerekeeping

meinprisonsoyoursoncanmakemovesonmy

woman.



Hetriedtospeakagain,Odirilesighedandmoved

theclothfrom hismouth....

Oldman:Ididn'tdoit...Itwasmyson...Hepaida

youngmanbythenamescavenger...Ihave

Scavengersnumber...Youcancallhim.Heisthe

onewhostabbedyourguard.

Odirile:Theoneonthefootage?

Oldman:Yes...Ididn'tdoanything...Theonlywrong

ididwastotellthosePrisonguardstoshootyoubut

thatwasn'treallypossible.Iknewitwouldbe

nationalnewssoitoldthem tostop...Ifthose

guardssaiditriedtokillyouthey'relying...

Odirilefrowned,wow...Howcouldhehavebeenso

ignorant...Thatnightwassupposedtobehislastif

itwasn'tforhiscellmates.Helookedattheoldman

indisbelief,nowhehadonemorereasontokillhim!

Oldman:Ihavemoney...Lotsandlotsofmoney...I



canpayyou,iwon'tsayanything...Letmego...

Please...You'renotakiller.Iam justahelplessold

manandyou'rebringingyourselfbadluck...Myson

istheproblem here..Hesleptwithyourlittlesister

andgotherpregnantthenhehiredScavengerto

forcefullyabortthebaby.Askyoursister...

Odirile'slipsslightlypartedinshockashelookedat

him...

Odirile:Changeofplans!IthinkI'llspareyourlife...If

youdoasisay...

Oldman:I'lldoanything...Please

Odirile:CallRragweThamisoandtellhim you're

goingtomeetScavengerinafewminutes.Actas

normalaspossiblebecauseyourlifedependson

it...Ok?

Oldman:Ok...

Hetookouttheoldman'sphoneanddialedrragwe



Thamiso...

RragweThamiso:Hello?

Oldman:(lookingatOdirile)Hello,I'm goingtomeet

scavengerinafewminutes

RragweThamiso:Why?Ialreadypaidhim.Oritsfor

somethingelse?

Oldman:I'lltellyoulater.

Odirilehungupandsighed...

Odirile:Brilliant,yousavedyourlife...

HecopiedScavengersnumberanddialed

*130*321#

Odirile:What'syourcellphonebankingpin?

Oldman:18943



OdirileentereditandsentthemoneytoScavenger's

numberthenhesighedlookingathim.Thephone

reportedatransactionthenhelookedattheold

man...Howcanonebesoevil...Theyactuallyhired

guardstokillhim?Andthatoldmansleptwitha

teenager,nevercaredtoevenuseacondom andon

topofthatgetathugtoabortherbaby.Nowonder

Asahasbeenafraidtosleepinadarkroom...How

couldhehavenotseenallthese?

Odirile:Let'sgobacktothecar,

Oldman:Soyouwon'tkillme?Didyousendyourself

somemoney?

Odirile:Yes...Butihavesomeonetopay,ihadadebt

sowehavetodrivesomewherebeforeicantake

youback.

Theyheadedbacktothecarwheretheoldmansat

inthebackwhileOdirilethoughtfullydroveoff...



AtScavenger'scarwash...

MeanwhileoneofScavenger'sboysfrowned

watchingavideoonBotswanapoliceservicespage..

Him:Heelathemonna,look!Thisguylookslikeyou...

Thepolicewanthelpfrom thepublicinidentifying

thisdude...Peoplearetaggingyou.

Scavengerfrownedandswallowedtakingouthis

phone,thebanknotificationbuzzedthenhesmiled...

Thisoldmanmusthaveseenthevideoandnow

theywanthim torunoffornottomentiontheir

names.

Him:Isityou?

Scavenger:It'snotme

Him:Thisisyourjersey!



Scavenger:Ihavetogo..

ScavengerwalkedtowardshisHondaFitandgotin

thenhedrovetotheATM machineandcashedout

beforedrivingoff...

OutsideMaun...

LateronOdirilepulledintothethickbushesand

parkedthecar..

Odirile:Let'sgo,iwanttotakealeak...Ican'tleave

youalone.

Theoldmangotoutwithhishandsstilltiedtohis

back,Odirilefollowedwalkingbehindhim...

Astheywalkedalongthelittlecowtrailtheold



man'sheartbegunpounding,hestilldidn't

understandwhyhehadtotellhissonthathewas

goingtomeetScavenger.Itdidn'tmake

sense....whatwasthatallabout?

MeanwhileOdirileslowlytookouttheknifeandslid

outtheblade,iftherewaseverdoubtinhismindit

wasgonecompletely...Thisoldmanhadtogo...

TheoldmanturnedroundandlookedatOdirile...

Oldman:Whydid-

Odirileclenchedhisjawsandstucktheknifeunder

hisribrightontheheartthenhepulleditoutand

pluggeditbackonhischest..

Withhishandstiedbehindhisbacktheoldmanfell

onthegroundasblooddrippedonthecornerofhis



lips.The

Oldman:(gurgledonblood)Please...I'llpay-

Odirilesquattednexttohim andstabbedhim over

andover,thickbloodwetthegroundandjustsat

therelikejelly,heneverknewhumanshadsomuch

bloodandthefleshwassosofttheknifejustslidin

andoutbetweenhisribs.

Heknewhedidn'thavemuchtime,peopleinthe

nearbyfarmscouldpassbyanytimeanditwouldbe

adisasterifthismansurvivedthis..Heplacedhis

handovertheoldman'sfacepullinghischinup

exposinghisneckthenheheldtheknifeproperly

andslowlyslicedhisthroat...Damn,sothewindpipe

isn'tassoftasflesh...hesliceddowntheneckbone

andsighed.

Hewipedtheknifeontheoldman'sstomachsideto



sideandstoodup,heturnedaroundlookingaround

thethickbushesjusttomakesurenobodysawhim

thenhewalkedoutandcrossedtheroadtothecar

wherehetookoffhisgloves,shirtandpants.

Heputthem intheplasticbaganddroveoff...

AtFefe'shome...

Fefe'sauntapproachedthehousecarryingabowlof

maizemealandfrowned,shecouldhearFefetalking

butshethoughtshewasaloneinthere...

Fefe:(angrily)Thereisnoneedtocry!You'rebeinga

childrightnow...Isavedyourlife!Youhaveenjoyed

beingmeforfartoolong...Ican'tstandthewayyou

hurtThamiso...Hedoesn'tdeservethis!Hewasn't

yourstobeginwiththat'swhyyoucaneasilymove

onwithbrokesecurityguard!Youletyourslutfriend

sleepwithThami!



Theauntslowlyputthebowldownandleanedover

peekingthroughthekeyhole,MmagweFegewalked

overandheldherwaistconfused..

MmagweFefe:Andthen?

Theauntjumpedstartledandturnedaroundlooking

athersisterinshock,Fefeopenedthedoorand

stuckherheadoutside...

Auntie:Fefewhowereyouarguingwithinthere?

Fefe:Iwasn'targuingwithanyone

MmagweFefe:Whatwasshesaying?

Auntie:(swallowed)SomethingaboutThamisoand

Odirile

Fefe:(tearfully)Auntiewampateletsa,gatwekele

oneelegore?



Auntie:Iknowwhatiheard

Fefe'smotherlookedatherandsighedthenshe

walkedaway,theauntiegaveFefethebowland

walkedtommagweFefe...

Auntie:I'm notlying

MmagweFefe:Iknow,Fefestartedtalkingtoherself

afterRefentse'sdeath...Idon'tthinkit'sanything

serious,it'sprobablyacopingmechanism...She

usuallygetsworsewhensheisgoingthrougha

stressfulsituation...ShedidthislastwhenThamiso

wasstressingher.Odirilecamealongandshewas

better...NowThamisoisbackandsheistalkingto

herselfagain.GakerateThamisoyogothelele...He

isagoodmanbutI'llneverforgetthewayhetreated

mydaughter.

Shesighedandfixedherheadwrap..



AtOdirile'sHouse...

MeanwhileOdirilesteppedoutoftheshowerand

driedhimselfwithatowelstandingbeforethemirror.

Hewipedthemirrorandlookedathimselfthenhe

walkedtohisroom whereheputonasuitand

walkedinthelivingroom holdingatie...

Asawalkedoutofthekitchenholdingawooden

spoonandsmiledlookingathim...

Asa:Youlookhandsome..

Odirile:Thanks.....

Shewalkedoverandgavehim thespoonthenshe

grabbedthetieandputitaroundhisneck,hestared

atherasshesmiledtyingitaroundhisneck...He

stillcouldn'tpictureexactlywhathappenedthat

nightorhowshesurvived...Whywastheresomuch

bloodandwhydidshejustacceptandsayshe



attemptedtoabortknowingshedidn'twantto...Why

wouldagrownmanbullyateenagerlikethat...His

fatherhadtaughthim thatifteensshowedinterest

inhim itwashisresponsibilitytosaynobecause

thoselittlegirlswillthankhim whenthey'regrown

adultswhoknowbettersowhatkindofamanis

RragweThamiso...

Asa:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Odirile:Nothing..

Asa:You'reperfectmrhandsome...I'm proudofyou.

Hismotherturnedaroundlookingathim andsmiled

thenhesquattedholdinghisfather'shandwhilehe

laidonthecouch...

Odirile:Papahowwastheoperation?

Papa:Itwasok,ican'twaittoseeyouagain.

Odirile:Ican'twaittoseeyoutoo..(stoodup)Ihave



togo...Ihaveafewmeetings.Gosiame

Both:Bye

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff....

Attheconferenceroom...

LateronOdirileranupstairsandstoppedatthetop

ofstairsfixinghistiethenheturnedtothe

conferenceroom andopenedthedoorjustasthe

gentlemenstoodup...

Odirile:Iapologiseforbeinglate...Mymotherhada

strokeandihadtoreturnbackhomeandtakeherto

thehospital..

Heswallowedsadlyandsighed...



Odirile:SheisinICU,I'm sorryforkeepingyou

waiting.Itsunprofessionalofme.

Theyallstoppedandsympatheticallylookedathim...

Man:It'sok,wewillstart..

Man2:IssheOK?

Odirile:Ihopeso..Iam thebreadwinnersoineed

thiscontractbecauseI'm nottheonlyonewho

dependsonit.

ThegentlemenandaladysatdownasOdirilesighed

andloosenedhistie...

Odirile:AspreviouslyexplainedontheproposalOD

securityservicesdoesnotjustofferyouphysical

security,wealsoofferoneofthenexttechnology

associatedwithsecurity.Iknowandunderstandthat

thecaseI'vejustbeenacquittedfrom Mayhave



thrownyouoffbutI'm notguiltyandmynamehas

beencleared...Pleaseconsideryourbusinesshere...

Theladysittingamongstthemenstaredathislips

ashespoke,itwashardtoconcentrateonwhathe

wassayingwiththewayhislipsmovedsexywhen

hespoke.Hehadsexyhandstoo..Thuseveinsand

thefinehairs...Thatwatchjustmadehisdressing

muchmoresmarter...Itwasevensexierthathewas

wearinghisownbrand...GodblessthisMotswana

womanfordeliveringsuchahealthystrongwalking

temptation!Foramomentshewishedshewasn't

marriedbecausewow...

AtThamiso'sfather's...

LaterthatafternoonThamisoknockedonhis

father'sofficeandsteppedin...

Thamiso:Hi,haveyouheardfrom grandpa?



RragweThamiso:No,(frowned)hisassistantcalled

meearlieraskingtoo...

Thamiso:Ispentanightathishouse

RragweThamiso:Why?

Thamiso:Icouldn'tsleepandjustdroppedby,ifelt

sleepyandcrushedinthesparebedroom.

RragweThamiso:Alright..Maybeheisameeting

somewhere...

HetookouthisphoneanddialedScavengerbuthis

phonewasoff..

Thamiso:IhavetogoforpracticeatFefe'shome

RragweThamiso:Drivesafely

Thamisowalkedoutandclosedthedoorashis

fathertriedScavengeragain...



AtShorobe...

MeanwhileOdirilecalmlydrovealongtheroad

listeningtomusic...Hemadesurenottoovertake

thetwocarsbetweenhim andThamiso'scar...

Henoddedhisheadashisfavouritesongplayed

thenheturnedupthevolumeandsangalong

holdingthesteeringwheelwithonehand...

Odirile:

Youknowourlovewasmeanttobe

Thekindoflovetolastforever

AndIwantyouherewithme

From tonightuntiltheendoftime

Youshouldknow,everywhereIgo

You'realwaysonmymind



Inmyheart,inmysoul,baby

You'rethemeaninginmylife

You'retheinspiration

Youbringfeelingtomylife

You'retheinspiration

HedrovepasttheturnthatThamisotooktoher

place,hedrovetothebushesnearbyandparkedthe

carthenhewalkedaroundthecarandfixedthebed

inth3backofthecar,hefixedthefluffypillowsand

laidinthebacklisteningtomusic.Heglancedathis

wristwatchandsighedwaitingforthepracticeto

endthenhestoodinthebackofthecarandputthe

binocularsoverhiseyeslookingatFefe'shomethen

hesmiledasFefeandThamisohuggedatthegate.

Odirile:Yeahgohomerichboy...

ThamisogotinthecaranddroveoffthenFefe



turnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthehouse,he

zoomedonherfaceandsmiled...Sobeautiful!

Nowhehadtowaitalittlelongerforsohecould

takecoverinthedarknessandgotgether.He

pickedabottleofchloroform andtookouta

handkerchiefthenhetookadeepbreaththoughtfully,

thisbetterwork.Notafterallthetroublehewent

throughtogetthischloroform...

*

*

*

*

*
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InFefe'sHut...

LaterthateveningFefestoodatthedoorofherhut

leaningagainstthedoorframelookingatherfamily,

elderssittingaroundthefirechattingwhilechilling

played'block-mampatile'underthemoon..

ShelookedbackinsideonthebedwhereRiriwas

sleepingthenshesighedandlookeddown

thoughtfully.NowthatOdirilewasoutshecouldonly

imaginehowitwouldbetofinallybeinhisarms

again,tokisshislipsandinhalehismanlybreath...

Feelhishandsalloverherbodyandfeelthe

hardnessofhisbonerlyinginsidehispants...

Shewalkedbackinthehouseandquietlypickedher

phonethenshesatonthecarpetandsmiledtyping



amessageforOdirile...

Fefe:Hi,iwishihadachancetoseeyoualone...I

feellikeyouwouldunderstandme.Thereis

somethingiwanttotellyou..

ThelookonOdirile'sfacethatdaywhenRiritoldhim

itwasover,thewayhebeggedRiriwhileshewas

standingtheretryingtotalktohim thoughhe

couldn'thearher.Tearsfilledhereyesasshe

continuedtypingherlongmessage...

Fefe:SometimesIfeellikeI'm aspirit,ifeellikeI'm

deadbecausesometimesican'tsaythethingsi

wanttosayandmysisterwillbesayingeverything

onmybehalf..I'm scared...

Ririslowlywokeupandlookedather,Fefe

swallowedandputthephonedown.Ririgotthe

phoneanddeletedthemessagebeforeshecould



sendit.

Riri:You'rethemostselfishpersonI'veevermet...I

savedyourlife,idiedforyouandyouknowverywell

iwantedthis...Thiswasmydream.I'm done

consultingyounow.Iam goingtolivemylifethe

wayiwantedevenifitmeanskillingyou.

Fefetearfullystaredather..

Fefe:ImissOdirile...I'm verylonely....Please....

ThedooropenedthenRiriturnedlookingather

motherwhileFefesatonthecarpettearfully...

MmagweFefe:HiFefe,howareyoufeeling?

Riri:I'm fine....



Fefe'slipstrembledasshereachedforhermother's

skirtandtriedtoholdherbutherhandjustpassed

throughlikeitwasjustgas,sheturnedherhand

aroundandlookedatitastearrolleddownher

cheek..

MmagweFefe:Nowadaysyoutalktoyourselfalot,

iseverythingOK?

Riri:Yes,maybeI'm juststressedaboutthe

wedding...ButI'm gladOdirile'sissuehasbeen

resolved.Nowicanbehappy

MmagweFefe:IreallythoughtyouloveOdirile...

Fefeburstintotearscryingbutitseemedlikeher

mothercouldn'tseeher..

Riri:Idon'tanymore...

Hermotherstoodupandwalkedout,Riritooka



deepbreathandsighedthenherphonerang.She

lookedatBubu'svideocallandrolledhereyes....

Fefe:ImissBubu

Riri:(picked)Hello?

Bubu:(smiled)Heygirl...Girligotnewsforyou...I

justfoundoutOdirilesignedacontractwithour

company.Mybosswasatameetingwithhim,do

youwanttoknowhowmuchthecontractwasworth?

Riri:I'm notinterested...ItoldyouI'm gettingmarried.

Idon'tneedthiskindofnegativityinmylife.

Bubu:Heebathong,sincewhendoyoutalktome

likethat?Keyonenyalomma?

Riri:JuststoptellingmeaboutOdirile,ifyouwant

him takehim.Noteveryoneisacheatlikeyou...I

don'tcarewhatOdirileisdoingwithhismiserable

life.

Bubu:Ihavebeentryingtobepatientwithyoufora

whilenowbutdon'tforgetwhatyoudidthatnight...I



haven'tforgotten.Justbecausethenextdayafter

hearingaboutitididn'taskyoudoesn'tmeanidon't

knowanything...

Riri'sheartskippedwhileFefefrownedconfused...

Fefe:Whatdidyoudo?

Riri:(toBubu)Justleavemealone..

Bubu:Whatdoiexpectfrom someonewhois

desperatetomarryhertwin'scrush..Sokathemma

kafriendshipeonesided...Youneverbothercalling

me.Itellyouaboutmylifebutyounevercomment

oraskmehowI'm doing.Soselfish.I'lljustbea

loner.

Riri:Goodriddancetobadrubbish!

ShecutthecallandsighedlayingdownwhileFefe

tearfullystoodbythenshesmiledandvideocalled



Thamiso...

Thamiso:(policeofficersinthebackground)Hello?

Riri:Heybabe...What'sgoingon?Whythepolice

there

Thamiso:Mygrandfatherismissing,thelasttimehe

madecontactwaswithmyfathertellinghim heis

goingtomeetsomeguywhoiswantedformurder.

Theoneonthefootage.Hisphoneisoffbuthis

emailaddressshowshepaidthisguysowedon't

knowwhereheis.Theguyalsodisappeared.

Riri:Thisisreallybad...

Thamiso:Itis,idon'tknowwhattothinkanymore.

Wehavesearchedeverywhere...

Riri:Hewillturnup...Sorryteddybear

Thamisosmiledblushingandlaughed...

Thamiso:Ririusedtocallmethat,doyouremember?



Riri:(smiledblushing)Iknow

Thamiso:(sighedthoughtfully)Iwasthinkingabout

thiswholethingyesterday,wonderingifshehadn't

diedwhowouldihavereallymarriedbetweenthe

twoofyou...

FefesighedboredandlookedawaywhileRirismiled

blushingholdingthephone...

Riri:Doesitmatterthough?Wewereidenticalsoit

makesnodifference

Thamiso:(smiled)That'strue...Kissmeiwanttogo

talktothepolice

Shesmiledandblewhim akissthenhekissedher

backandhungup.Sheputdownherphoneand

sighedlyingonherbackfacingtheroof...

Riri:Lifeisgood....Youshouldbehappyforme.



Comehere,don'tcry...Come...

FefewalkedoverandsatnexttoherthenRiripulled

herdownastheylaidthereuntiltheyfellasleep...

Atthemall....

OnthesameeveningBanssteppedoutofthetaxi

andpaidasoneofOdirile'scompanycarspassedby

withhisemployeesintheback.Hecrossedtheroad

holdingbackpackandsmiledasJanewaitedforhim

infrontoftheshop..

Jane:Hi,

Bans:Hey

Theyhuggedthenheputhisbagbytheparcel

counterthentheywalkedintheshop.



Jane:Todaywehadameetingwithourboss,next

monthwearegettingsalaryincreases

Bans:BossorayaOdirile?

Jane:(laughed)Ketwaetsegommitsabossko

tirongremmitsajalo...Hewassoexcitedaboutit...

Hesayshemanagedtosign2dealsandsome

employeeswillbeenrolledfor3monthscoursesand

4monthscourses...Wewerealljusthappy...He

thoughtwewouldbeangrybecausethismonthhe

gaveushalfsalariesbutronaasemployeeswelong

discusseditanddecidedtolethim sorthimselfout

becausehewasinjailandblabla...

Bansforcedasmileandgrabbedabasket,

Bans:Howmuchwillhebeaddingtoyourcurrent

salaries?

Jane:MyincreasewillbeP400,wewereshocked...



She'dbegettingpaidP500morethanhissalaryand

he'dbeenworkingforthissecuritycompanyfor

manyyears.Withhisdiplomatheystillmadehim

guardthesamebuildingforyears...Therewasno

progressthere,Odirilewasrightabouttakingarisk....

Buthowwouldheevenstartwhenhehimselfnever

toldhim whatwashappeningbetweenThamisoand

Fefe...Odirilehadnotevensaidanythingtohim...

Jane:Aorra,aren'tyouhappyforme?

Bans:(forcedasmile)I'm happyforyou...

Hesighedandtookouthisphonethenhelookedat

Odirile'snumber,hewasonline.

Bans:Aita

Odirile:Yeah

HesighedwalkingaroundtheshopfollowingJane



asshepickedafewthings.

Bans:Whatareyouupto?

Odirile:Staringatthemoon.

Bans:Weshouldtalkthisweekend.

Odirile:Thereisnothingtotalkaboutlaiteaka,you

didn'twantmewithyourbabysisterbecauseyou

wereavoidingbeingputinthemiddlelikethis.I

understandyouwereinatightcorner,noneed

explaining.

Bans:Thanksforunderstanding.Itwasreallyhard.

Odirile:Icanimagine.Wearegood,gakeangalaI'm

justtoobusyfixingthings.

Bans:Ok,

(Typing)Canyouhireme?

Hedeletedthequestionandtypedanothermessage.



Bans:Soweekendreon?

Odirile:I'llbebusythenextfewweeks,I'vejust

signednewclientsthismeansmakingorders,

settingupthesystem andallthatnonsensical

shit....butififindtimeI'llletyouknow.

Bans:Ohgreat,cool

Odirile:Ohyeah.

Janestoppedpushingthetrolleyandturnedlooking

athim...

Jane:Am iboringyounerra?You'renotyourself..

Bans:Sorry..

Jane:Kemathata...

Sheturnedaroundandcontinuedpushingthe

trolley....



AtOdirile'scar...

LaterthatnightOdirilewalkedthroughthetallgrass

carefullycarryingFefeasherlegswavedaround

helplessly.

Hestoppedbythevanandgentlylaidher

unconsciousbodydownthenheputapillowunder

herhead,hefixedherarmsandmadeher

comfortablebeforegentlypushinghairoutofher

face.

Hejoinedherinthebackandlaidnexttoherthenhe

leanedoverandkissedherlipswhileshewasstill

unconscious.

Stilllyingonhisbackheunzippedhispantsand

jerkeduphiswaistashepulleddownhispantsthen

hepulleddownhisboxerbrief...Hegotherhandand



placeditaroundhisbulbousveinedthenhegently

pressedherhandandbegunstroking...

Odirile:(closedhiseyes)Ohfuccccck....

Hemovedhiswaistandpressedherhandharderas

heincreasedhisspeed.Hisstomachmuscles

twitchedashegranted...HepulledhisTshirtbackas

histhickshotsdroppedonhispacksuntilhesighed

relieved...

HepulledouthisTshirtandwipedhisstomachand

bulbousheadbeforewipingherhand.

HeshovedthewetTshirtunderhispillowand

washedFefe'shandoutsidethecarthenhewipedit

andkisseditbeforeputtingitbackonherchest...

Helaidnexttoherandsighedwithasmileassoft



musicplayedinthecarthenhedialedthelawyer...

Lawyer:(sleepy)hello?

Odirile:(loweredhisvoice)Haveyoutalkedtoyour

friendwapsychiatric?

Lawyer:Yeahbutsheaskedmetocalltomorrow

duringworkinghours.

Odirile:Ok,ireallyneedhertohelpFefe.Idon'tknow

what'swrongbuticanseesomethingisn'tright.

Everyoneseemstothinkit'sthewaysheisasinshe

talkstoherselfbutit'snotnormal.It'sactuallyscary,

thisiswhypeoplejumpoffbuildingsorcommit

suicide.Sheisbeingtormentedbysomethinginher

head.I'm notadoctorbutithinkifshegetshelpshe

canliveanormallifebecausegaabadbad..

Lawyer:(laughed)Whyareyouevenwastingyour

energyonsomeone'swife?Letherhusbanddeal

withit.Sheisnotyourresponsibility.Issheworthall

thattrouble?

Odirile:GaokakewathaloganyathekindofshitI'd



doforher,keamoratasoidon'thaveachoice.I

don'twantanyonebuther

Lawyer:Alright,I'llupdateyouinthemorning.

Odirile:Sure

Hehungupandsighedadmiringherinhersleep.

AfewminuteslaterFefeslowlyopenedhereyesand

foundOdirilestaringatherwithasmile.Sheleaped

upandlookedaround...Shewasonthemiddleof

nowhere,justbushesactually.Shetouchedherkuku

andtriedtogetoffbuthegrabbedherandcovered

hermouthwhisperinginherear...

Odirile:It'sme...Ipickedyouupfrom yourbedand

broughtyououtheresowecantalk...

Heholdingherhereachedforthefoodinthe

basket...



Odirile:Iboughtuspizza,snacks..Popcorn..I

boughtInternetbundlestoosowecanhaveourlittle

minimovienight...I'm lettingyougodon'tscream

becauseifyoudoI'm tyingyouupandtakingyou

withme...Idon'twanttokidnapyoubutiwillifi

havetook?

Shenoddedthenhelethergoandleanedback,she

lookedaroundandhesighedknowingshewas

alreadyconsideringtorunagain...Ohbabe.

Sheslowlypickedagrapeandatethenshestepped

overtheedgeandjumpedout.Hesmiledand

relaxedassheranthroughthorns...

Alongthornpiercedthroughherfootandshe

stopped,shetriedtosteponhertoeandgotpierced

again...



Fefe:Odirile??

Shereacheddownherfootandtriedpullingitout

butithurtsobadthensheturnedlookingathim...

Fefe:(tearfully)Taontsee

Hehoppedoutofthevanashelandedonhiswork

bootsandwalkedovertoherthenheslippedhis

handsunderneathherarmpitsandpickedherup

hangingheroverhisshoulderasherhairhung

upsidedown...

Hesatherontheopentailgatethenheturnedhis

torchonandhandedherhisphone..

Odirile:Holdthis...



Sheheldthelightforhim whilehepulledoutthe

thornsandtoreapiecefrom hiswetTshirtthenhe

tiedherfootandsighedlookinginhereyeswhile

standingbetweenherlegs....

Hegentlytouchedhercheekandpinchedherchin

whilelookinginhereyes.Slowlyhebegunsensing

Fefe,hewasn'tevensurehowhecoulddothatbut

shewasherenow...itwasinhereyes...inher

breathingthenhetiltedhisheadandleanedover

kissingher...

Hegotoffthecarandpulledherontheedgeofthe

tailgatethenhepulleddownhispantsashisdic

sprungout,heslidhishandinsideherpantiesand

feltherastheykissedbreathingheavilythenhe

pulledherpantiestothesideand#Removed...

*

*

*
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InOdirile'scar....

Theybothcollapsedonthemattressandsighed

facingup,Fefeputherheadonhischestandsighed

closinghereyes.Odirilestaredatthespacewithhis

arm aroundherthenhekissedherforehead...

Fefeclosedhereyesdozingoff,Odirilehadthis

effectonherthenhegotupremovinghishandfrom

underneathherneck...

Odirile:Comehere...

Shelookedathim ashetookoutabottleofwater..



Odirile:Takwano

Sheslowlyslidoverthenhegotherdownthecar

andpulledoutherTshirt,hetookoutherpantiestoo

andopenedthebottle..

Fefe:Whatareyoudoing?

Odirile:Washyourpussy

Fefe:What?

Odirile:Babe...DowhatI'm saying...Washyour

pussy.I'm notgoingdownforrape.

Fefe:Youdidn'tcum inside

Odirile:Formysafety...Washit

Sheputherhandbetweenherlegsandwashedher

kukuwhilehepouredwateroverherthenhepoured

itoverherbodytooasshegaspedflinching...



Fefe:It'scold!

Odirile:Iknowbabe,I'm sorry...Ican'tpredictwhat

willhappenthenextmorningwhenyouwakeupas

Riri.

Hegrabbedanotherlitreofwaterandpouredallover

herbodyasshewashed,hegropedherbreastand

suckedhernipplebeforekissingherlipsthenhe

pouredoverherchestandgrabbedatowel.Heputit

aroundherandpickedherupsittingheroverthe

tailgate....

Fefelookedathim withalongfaceshivering,he

sighedguiltstrickenandcuppedherfacekissingher

thenhehuggedher...

Odirile:I'm sorry...Iloveyou...

Fefe:Iloveyoutoo...



Helookedathiswristwatchandsighedthenhe

helpedhergetdressed.

Odirile:Iwanttotakeyoutothehospitaltomorrow...

Weagreethattalkingtoadeadpersonisnotnormal

right?

Fefe:(nodded)Yes

Odirile:Goodgirl...Thanks,ithoughtwewillargue

aboutit...Ihavetotakeyoubacktothehouse...

Fefe:Idon'twanttogoback...IfeelbetterwhenI'm

withyou...Idon'thearvoices...Riridisappearswhen

I'm withyou.ImessyouwhenI'm notwithyou.

Heputhisforeheadonhersandsighedthenhe

kissedher...

Odirile:Whataboutthewedding?

Fefe:Idon'twanttomarryThamiso...

Odirile:Thenican'ttakeyouwithme...Youhaveto



staybehind...Firstthinginthemorningtellyour

fatherthatthereisnowedding.Thatwaytheycan

canceleverythingandwecanbetogetherfreely...

Fefe:Ok

Odirile:Babeyouhavetobestronganddothis,you

havetobeabiggirlaboutit.Tellthem you'renot

gettingmarried...Itwon'tbeeasybecausemagadi

havealreadybeenpaidbutyouhavetobestrong.I'll

comegetyouatnoonthenwegoseeadoctor.

Fefe:Ok...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenheturnedaround

andcarriedheronhisbackheadinghome.

Onceatthefenceheputherdownthentheybent

andgotin,hepickedherupandwalkedtothedoor

wheretheyhuggedforaboutfiveminuteswithout

lettinggoofoneanother...

Hekissedherneckandsighedclosinghiseyes



beforelettinggo..

Odirile:Goodnight

Fefe:Goodnight..

Hekissedherandsmiledassheblushedputtingher

headonthedoorframe.Shesmiledwatchinghim

walkingawaythensheclosedthedoorstillsmiling

from eartoear.Shelockedupandturnedaround,

Ririgrabbedherneckchokingherasshefellonthe

bedgaggingandstruggling...

Sheranoutofbreath,kickingandshakingasher

eyesgotreddish...Theveinsonherforeheadgotup

asshetearfullylookedatRirithenherphonerang

andstartledthem.

Shecaughtherbreathandcoughedstandingupas

herphonerang.ShelookedatOdirile'scallasRiri

stoodbyangrilyfoldingherarmswithadare.Fefe



laiddownandputapillowoverherheadcryingwhile

herphonerangunanswered....

AtThamiso'sfather's...

MeanwhileThamiso'sfathersighedsittingonthe

edgeofthebedwhilehiswifelaidonthebednot

bothered...

RragweThami:I'vecalledeveryoneiknow!I'm sure

thisguykidnappedhim.Heshouldhavelong

contactedustotalkaboutransom bynow...Unless

somethingelsehappened.

MmagweThami:Ihopehehadaheartanddiedsoi

canhavepeace...

RragweThami:Sweetheartdon'ttalklikethat..

MmagweThami:Thismanrapedmeforover30

years!I'm sorryifI'm notsoheartbroken...Hecan

burninhellforallicare!



RragweThami:Heisstillmyfather...Theleastyou

candoispretend..Iwasn'tforcingyoutostayall

theseyears...Youmadeachoicetosacrifice

yourselfforusandiappreciatethat...Ireallydo.

Sheglaredathim indisbeliefandlaidherdown.His

phonerangthenhequicklypicked..

RragweThami:Hello?...Yessir...Hiscarwasfound

where?...Ishethere?No...Wherewasthebody

found?When?Thankyou.

Hehungupandlookedathiswife...

RragweThami:Hiscarhasbeenfoundandthereisa

bodythatwasfoundoutsideMaun.Theindividual

hasbeenstabbedtodeath,wehavetogoidentityif

itshim ornotinthemorning.



Thewifelookedatthegenuinefearinhiseyesand

fakedabitofconcern...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightOdirileshoweredandlaidonthebed

inhisboxerbriefsthenhepulledoverhislaptop...

ItwouldbesuspiciousifThamiso'sfatherfollowed,

amurdersuicidewouldbeperfectbutrealistically

grown-upsdon'tkillthemselvesfortheirparents...

Heneededaseriousreason...

Heclosedthelaptopandlaiddowntryingtoget

somesleep.Amemoryofthatknifeslicingthrough

hiswindpipeflashedbeforehiseyesthenhetossed

andturnedbeforedozingoff....

Atthemorgue....



ThenextmorningThamisoandhisfatherwalkedin

themorgue,theassistantpulledthetraywiththeold

man'sbody.Thamisohidhisfacebehindhisfather

whoputafistoverhismouthinshock...

RragweThamiso:It'shim....OhmyGod...He

stabbedhim...

Thamiso:Who?

RragweThamiso:Scavenger..

Minuteslatertheysteppedoutandjoinedthefamily

withlongfaces...

AtFefe'sHome...

LaterthatmorningFefe'sauntapproachedthe

houseandstoppedasplatesandcupsbrokeinthe

house.



Fefe:(angrily)You'renotleaving!You'renotleaving!

Sheputdownthebucketandranbacktotheelders..

Auntie:Fefeisbreakingthingsinthehouse!

MeanwhileinsidethehouseFefestoodattheback

ofthehouseshakingaspeefloweddownherleg...

Ririgrabbedaboxofmatchsticksandlockedthe

doorthenshestoodonthechairandlookedatthe

thatchedgrassroofingthehouse....

Riri:Iam burningthishouse!You'renotleaving!

You'renotleaving!

MeanwhileoutsideFefe'smotherlookedthroughthe



windowasFefestoodonthechairlightingthe

matches...

MmagweFefe:Fefe?Pleasedon'tdothat....

Whatevertheproblem is...Wecantalkaboutit...

Fefe:(tearfully)Sheisnotleaving!

MmagweFefe:You'renotmakingsense...Youhave

abruiseonyourhead...Didyoufall?

Theuncleburstthedoorgrabbedherfrom behindas

shescreamedcryingpointingatthebackofthe

house..

Fefe:(crying)Sheisnotleaving...Isacrificed

everythingforher!Sheisnotleaving!

Uncle:Bringmearope!



Theytiedherhandsasshecontinuedcryingand

screaming.MmagweFegegrabbedherhandbagand

thephonethenshedialedThamisoastheyputFefe

inthecar...

Thamiso:Hello?

MmagweFefe:Hello,Fefeisnotwell...Idon'tknow

what'shappeningtoher.Sheistalkingtoherself.I

thinksheselfharmedherselfandtriedtocommit

suicide.

Thamiso:WhereisBella?

MmagweFefe:Shewasoutsidewithothers

Thamiso:Pleasecomewithher..

MmagweFefe:Ok

Shehungupandgotinthecarthensheuncledrove

off...

AtOdirile'soffice...



Laterthatmorningsatbythecomputergoing

throughthecompanydocumentsthenhelookedat

hiswatch..Hehadanotherappointmentwitha

client..Hopefullythiswouldbeanothercontract.He

glancedathisphonehopinghe'dgetacallfrom

Fefe...Hehadcalled23timeshedidn'twanttolook

likehehasissues...Womenandtheirimaginaryred

flags...

Washisphonereallyon?Whatifitwasonflight

mode?Hecheckedanditwasn't...Worrygotthe

bestofhim hecouldn'teventypethis...Imeanlast

nightwasbeautiful...thepussywassweet,how

comeshewasn'tansweringorpickinghiscalls...Did

sheregretit?Justthatthoughtwasdepressing....

Hepausedtypingandstoodupthennherubbedhis

faceandsighedthinking...Heneededtothink...

Couldhehaveupsether?Hewentthrough

everythingtheydidandstill...Wait,coulditbethat



water?Makingherwashwiththewater?Butthat

wasfortheirowngood...

Atthehospital....

LaterthatafternoonThamisohurriedovertoFefe's

parentswithhismotherthenhepickedhisdaughter

astheeldersgreetedoneanother.

Thamiso:Whereisshe?

Fefe'smotherpointedintheICUthenThamiso

steppedoverandlookedatherthroughtheglass

pieceasshetalkedtoherselfallredfrom thetears,

shepacedaroundtheroom andsatdownrocking

backandfourth...

Heneverknewshewascrazyforreal,helookedat

hisdaughterandswallowedthoughtfully...Jesus,



seethedisadvantagesofjustsleepingwithpeople

withoutaproperbackgroundcheck.Howcouldhe

havemissedthis....

MmagweThamisoalsopeepedthroughandturned

backtoMmagweFefe...

MmagweThamiso:Ontseatsenwagale?

MmagweFefe'sheartshutteredasshelookedat

her...

MmagweThamiso:AndI'm askingthiswithno

offenceintended,ididn'tknowshehasamental

conditiongorayagorentsebokokobetse...Thamiso

didyouknowaboutthis?

Thamiso:(shookhishead)Nobodytoldmeanything.

MmagweFefe:Wedidn'tknowitwouldcometothis..

Thamiso:Excuseme...IhavetogotodropoffBella



atschool.I'llcallandcheckonFefe..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall....

Thamisoputthebasketinthetrolleyandpushedit

intheshopwhilecarryinghisdaughterontheother

side....

HedroppedafewthingsinsidethenBellasmiled

andpointedatthesweets,hehandedherapackand

continued..

Assoonasheturnedintootherrowhebumpedon

Coco'strolley,shesmiledlookingathim andBella...

Coco:Theoldershegetsthemoreshelookslike

you..



Thamiso:Thanks..

Coco:Congratulations,isawyourpictureson

Facebook.

Thamiso:Thanksbutidon'tknowiftheweddingwill

goon

Coco:Ohyeah,yourgrandfather'sdeath..I'm so

sorry..

Thamiso:Well,thatandthefactthatFefehaslost

hermind...Ifeelbetrayedbyherandherwhole

family.

Coco:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Thamiso:IguessFefehasamentalillness,ithought

itwasnothingbuttodayI'veseenheranditwasn't

good.Shewastalkingtoherself,literallyslapping

herself,bangingherheadonthewallandarguing

withnooneliketherewassomebodystandingthere.

Shecouldhavetoldmeshehasamental

illness...Herfamilydidn'tsayanythingeither..

Coco:Maybeshewasembarrassed

Thamiso:Itrustedher,afterthebabyswitchingthing



ithoughtwehadthattrustbutidon'tknow...This

brokemehonestly...Idon'tknowifiwanttogoon

withtheweddingbecauseidon'tknowwhatsheis

capableof...Shecouldhavekilledmeinmysleep..

Coco:Well,mentalpeopleareunpredictable..You

shouldconsidergettingyourdaughterandhiringa

nanny.Icanvolunteertoassistuntilyoufind

someone.

ShesmiledandgotBellathenhepushedthetrolley

besidesher...

Coco:Sowhat'sherdiagnosis?

Thamiso:Idon'tknow,ididn'tstickaroundlong

enough...

Coco:(laughed)LaaselaselaboThamisoabele

tsholabanaledipoko.Aditharedithunyabopoko

boagakala..

Thamiso:(laughed)Don'tputitlikethat..Oactually

cared...I'm justangryshedidn'ttellmewhatsheis



sufferingfrom.

Theywalkedtowardsthecounterandpaid...

AtODsecurityServices...

Laterthatafternoononeofthesupervisorswalked

intheconferenceroom wheretherewasameeting...

Odirileanxiousspunthepenbetweenhisfingers

withhiseyesfixatedonthecolleaguewhowas

talking,somethingabouttheupcomingworkshop

trainingforthesecurityguardsbuthewasn'treally

listening...Itwashardtoconcentratewhilestill

gettingignoredbytheonlywomanyouwant...His

eyesdroppedtohisphone,heclickedonthescreen

andtherewasstillnothingfrom Fefe...Heclickedon

WhatsAppandclenchedhisteeth...Shewasonlinea

coupleofhoursagoforchristsake!



HeclickedonherFacebookaccountandfroze,she

hadputupapictureofherselfwithThamisoontheir

magadiattire.Thiswasearlythismorning...Whydid

ithurtthatanengagedwomanputupapictureof

herselfwithherfiancé...

Wasthisanobsession?Hissubconscious

rhetoricallyaskedandheswallowedstaringattheir

picture,whenheturnedthewholeofficewasstaring

athim silently...Shit,didheperhapsthinkoutloudor

didhemisssomething?

Odirile:What?

Supervisor:Wouldthe24thbeagooddateforyou?

Wearerelyingonyoutotakeoverthetechsecurity

sectionoftheworkshopbecauseMogomotsiwon't

beintheoffice.

Odirile:Oh,OK...I'llbethere.That'sfine..

Manager:(leanedoverandwhispered)AreyouOK?



Youseem absentminded

Odirile:(stoodup)Excuseme,proceedwithoutme.

Hesteppedoutandturnedtohisofficewherehe

closedthedoorandsighedputtinghishandsover

thedesk...

Enoughselfpitynow,itwasclearFefewasgoing

throughsomething...Hehadtothinkaboutherfirst...

ImeanknowingFefe,she'dneverjustignorehim.

Thatgirlloveshim...

Hesighedthoughtfully...Hehadtothinkoutsidethe

box.Bans!

HetookouthisphoneanddialedBans..

Bans:Hello?



Odirile:Heyman,listen...Ineedyourhelp...Ineedto

talktoFefebutsheisnotpicking.

Bans:I'm atthisboringjobofmine.Iwon'tbegoing

theretoday.Idon'thavebusfee

Odirile:I'm sendingyouairtimetheniwantyouto

callherthenyouconnectmesoIcantalktoher.

Bans:Ok,sendit.MakeitOrangemoneysoican

cashitoutandcatchataxi.I'm tiredofwalkingkana

wedon'tgetdroppedofflikeyoudowithyour

workers.

Odirile:Iknow,that'swhyI'vedecidedtodoit

differentlyinmycompany.Letmesendtheairtime.

Bans:Thanks..Don'tyouhaveanopenpost?Iwant

toapplythere.

Odirile:Notyet.

Hehungupandsenttheairtime,hewasn'treally

abouttohireBans...Itdidn'tmatterthathehadto

choosebetweenbloodandwater,theguywasnot

loyal...whowouldhiretheirfriendanyways?He



neededsomeonewhowouldrespecthim andfear

losinghisjob...Afterwhathappened,Fefemisusing

thefundsandleavinghisemployeesstranded...He

haditwithfamilyorlovedones...Thiscompany

wouldhavenostringsattached,nofavoursfor

relativesoranythinglikethat..Hisphoneinterrupted

histhoughts...

Odirile:Hello?

Bans:Iwasjusttalkingtomymother,Fefeisatthe

hospital...Apparentlysheistalkingtoherselfand

harmingher.

Odirile:Thanks

Hehungupandsighedinrelief,okthiswasgood...It

meansshehasbeenoutofhermindsincemorning.

Hegrabbedthecarkeysandleft!

Atthepsychiatricward....



MeanwhileFefe'smotherstaredatthenurseasshe

explained...

Nurse:IsuspectthatOfentsehasDissociative

PersonalityDisorder,DIDbutI'm justnursesothe

doctorwillcomewithaproperdiagnosis.Itmightbe

somethingelse.

MmagweFefe:NgwanakawhatisDID?Pleasedon't

usehospitallanguage...UsesimpleEnglish...What's

wrongwithmydaughter?

Nurse:Shehasmorethanonepersonlivinginher

body,itcanbetwo,threeorasmanyaspossible..

PeoplewithDIDaredifferentbecauseitjust

dependsonwhatcouldhavecausedit...Sheseems

tohave2.

MmagweFefe:Haveyougivenhermedication?Can

itbecured?

Nurse:DIDcannotbecuredbutsomeprescriptions

keepitundercontroltogetherwithalotof

psychotherapy.Thedoctorwillexplainfurther..



Meanwhileinherroom,Fefesattheretryingtopiece

togethereverythingthathadhappenedwhileRiri

leanedagainstthewalll...

Riri:I'm back...Didyouthinkthatinjectionwillgetrid

ofme?Itjustmadeyousleep.I'llalwaysbehere...

Fefelookedatthedoorandnoticeditwasn'tlocked

thenshestoodupandwalkedout.Itwasexhausting

havingtoconvinceherselfallthesewasn'trealwhen

shecanseeherandfeelher...Tearsfilledhereyes

asshewalkedalongthecorridorandupstairstothe

top.

Shestoodbytheedgeandlookeddownatthe

pavementaspeoplepassedby...Secondfloorwould

probablybeenough.Itwastheonlyoption.

Therewasnopointinliving,notlikethis...she



tearfullycountedwhileRiristoodbyfoldingher

arms..

MeanwhileOdirilelockedthecarandwalked

towardsthebuilding,helookedupandnoticed

someonestandingatthetopofthebuilding,are

peopleevenallowedupthere???Heputhishand

overhisforeheadblockingthesunandrecognised

Fefespreadingherarms...

Odirile:Fefe!?Nooo!

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Odirile'sheartpoundedashestoodtherelookingup

atFefeinhergreenhospitalgown,morepeople

stoppedandlookedatherthensomeonegrabbed

herfrom behind...

Atthepsychward....

MinuteslaternursesescortedFefetoherroom,it

wasstillhardtobelievethingshavecomethisfar...

Shewasactuallywearingagownformentalpatients

andshewasescortedasifshewasmad...Shenever

evenknewthispartofthehospitalexisted...Tears

filledhereyesassheapproachedherroom,itwas

exactlylikeaprisoncellandthebarsontheonly

glassmadeitworse...



Fefe:Iwanttositoutside...Idon'twanttogoinside

Nurse:Youwon'tbelong.Thedoctorhastosee

you...

Shedidn'ttrusttheirtones,amentalpatientwalked

pastthem talkingtohim withwetpants...Wasshe

thatmad?Ifpeopleheardaboutthisshe'dbetalked

about...

Thenurseopenedthedoorandshelockedeyeswith

Ririsittingonthemattress,shegrabbedthedoor

tightlyandtriedrunningwhilethenursespushedher

in...

Fefe:Idon'twanttogointhere...Ican'tbreathein

there...

Nurse:Ofentse?Calm down....

Fefe:I'm notcrazy...Pleaseleavemealone...Iwant



togohome.Kehodilentogelang....

Shefeltastingandturnedaroundlookingatanother

nurseassheinjectedher,shegotweakerandthey

draggedherinsidewheretheylaidheronthe

mattressandlockedthedoor.

Fefeturnedaroundlyingonherbackandpassed

out...

Atthereception...

Odirileleanedoverandsmiled..

Odirile:Hi,whereisthepsychward?

Receptionist:Thiswayplease.

Odirile:Thankyou..



Odirilepacedacrosstheroom andwalkedout,he

passedseveraldoorsandstoppedlookingatthebig

burglardoors...Heslowlywalkedinwhileabouttwo

peoplesatonthequeue...Theotherwastalking

alonewhiletheotherquietlysattherebarefooted.

Helookedatthenursestationanditwassomething

heneverseenbefore...thestationhadbars

protectingthenurse,wasitthatbadaroundhere?

Andwhatwasthatsmell??Thesmellofurinemade

ithardtobreathproperlyorevenswallow...He

walkedtowardsthebarsandsighed...

Odirile:Hi,mynameisOdirile..I'm heretosee

Ofentse...Shewasjustattherooftop...

Nurse:Ohhi,Ofentseismedicated.Weinjectedher

andshewon'tbeupuntilafteracoupleofhours.

Odirile:Oh,issheOK?ImeansheisnotOKyesbut...

(sighedfrustrated)What'sthewayforward?

Nurse:Thedoctorwillseeherthisevening,shehas

suicidalthoughtssothat'sgoingtokeepherhere...

Odirile:What'swrongwithher?I'm herbrotherbythe



way...Mymotherwasjusthereearlier

Nurse:Yes,theyleftawhileago.ShehasDID

Odirile:Ok,ikindofGoogleditwhenifoundoutshe

istalkingtoadeadsisterandshebelievessheis

alive...I'lldomoreresearchaboutittounderstand

herbetter.Thankyou

Nurse:Thankyou...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout....

AtThamiso'sHouse...

LaterthateveningThamisotalkedtothephone

whileCocoputBellaonherlapandfedher..

Thamiso:Eemma,iwantedtofindoutwhatthey

saidatthehospital.

MmagweFefe:TheysaidshehasDID



Thamiso:Multiplepersonalitydisorder?

MmagweFefe:Idon'tknowson,wehavesatdown

asafamilyandrealisedthatweneedtofinda

traditionalhealer,thisisanAfricanthing...Kedilo

tsaSetswanabasepatelababuadilodiselehela...

BoloibobontsithatamoShorobemo.Ifthe

traditionalhealercan'thelpwewillvisitchurches.

Thamiso:Ok,gosiame.

MmagweFefe:Haveyoucheckedonher?

Thamiso:No,iwaswithBellabutI'llcheckonher

tomorrow.

MmagweFefe:AboutBella,whenareyoubringing

herback?

Thamiso:I'm keepingher

MmagweFefe:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Thamiso:Withallduerespectsheismydaughter

andhermotherhasamentaldisorder.Iam theonly

saneparent.Thankyou

MmagweFefe:GaseSetswanangwanaka



Thamiso:Idon'tdothingstheSetswanaway

especiallywhentheydon'tfavourmychild.Havea

goodday.

Hehungupandsighedthenhestoodupandputon

hisshirt.

Thamiso:Ihavetogohome,peoplearearrivingto

makepreparationsformygrandfathersburial.The

medicalreportshowsthathewasstabbed30times,

soundsmorelikeapersonalattack.Idon't

understandwhymygrandfatherwouldbedoing

dealswiththievesandmurderes...NowI'm goingto

belinkedtothis...

Coco:I'llcomewithyouandhelpyouwiththebaby...

Pleasedon'tstress...

SheputBelladownandhuggedhim,hesighed

holdingherandsteppedback...



Thamiso:Let'sgo...

Hisphonerangthenhepicked..

Thamiso:Hello?

Voice:WegotScavengeratthegateya

Makalamabedi,hewastryingtoleaveMaun.Hehas

someofthecashyourfatherpaid..

Thamiso:Ihopehewon'tgetbail.Hehaskilled2

people!Thatiswaytoomuch!Heisaserialkiller.

Voice:Heisintheinterrogationroom now.Will

updateyoulater.

Thamiso:HowIwishihadn'tretired.Imissedthis

guybyjustaday.

Voice:Bye

HehungupandsighedwalkingoutwhileBella

followedhim carryingBella.



Intheinterrogationroom...

Scavenger'shandsshookonthetablewithcuffson

hiswrists...

Scavenger:Yesistabbedtheguardbutididn'tkill

thatoldman...Maybehissonisframinghim

becauseheistheonewhohiredmetokilltheguard

andframeOdirile...Thisfamilyhasproblemsbuti

swearwithmyson...Ididn'tkillthatoldman

Detective:Sowhatwasthepaymentfor?Whywere

yourunning?

Scavenger:Ithoughthewantedmetodisappear

becausethepolicewerelookingformei....I....I

don'tknowwhattotellyou...

Detective:Sothedeceased'ssonhiredyoutokillthe

guard?

Scavenger:yes...I'llshowyouourcommunication.

Wemostlytalkedinpersonbutsometimeswe



textedthatweshouldmeet,nothingincriminating

butwecommunicated.I'venevercommunicated

withtheoldman...Well,wedidwhenOdirilegotout

hewantedmetostabhim butigotcoldfeet

becausetheguyisquitestrongbodywise.Iwasn't

sureicouldtakehim down...

Detective:(stoodup)Yourstoriesarenotaddingup...

Youthinkthisisajoke..you'regettingthedeath

penaltyibileit'sbeenawhilesinceBotswanahas

sentencedsomeonetodeath...Itcan'tbejusta

coincidentthatyoukilledsomeonewithaknifeand

thepersonwhohiredyougetsstabbed,rightafter

payingyouthenyougetthemoneyandrunoff..

Scavenger:Itlooksverybadbutididn'tdoit..

Thedetectivesighedandwalkedout...

Detective:Seeyouincourt...

ThedoorshutandScavengerclenchedhisjaws...He



lookedaroundforaspottoperhapshang

himself....he'dneversurvivejailwithhistinybody

andhewasnotabouttobesomeone'sgirlfriend.He

sighedtearfullyandbegunsobbing..

Scavenger:Mama?I'm sorry...Ijustwantedmoney....

Mamahelpme...Mamanthuse....

Hecriedoutloudandrubbedhismucus...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightOdirilewalkedtowardstherubbish

drum anddroppedhisbloodyclothesinsidetogether

withtheshoeshewaswearingandtheknife.He

tookouttheoldman'sphoneanddroppedinside

thenhepickedtheJerrycanandsoakedthem with

petrol.Heslidouthislighterandturneditonthenhe

droppeditinsideandsteppedback...



Hecalmlyandthoughtfullywatchedthefireburning

downeverything.Aneighbourpassedbyheadingto

thetoiletandsmiledwavingatOdirile,ODsmiled

backandwavedathim...

Odirile:Dumelang

Neighbour:Dumelang...

Hegrabbedapieceofmetalandturnedtheburnt

clothesjusttomakesuretheyburntoashes...

Alittlesmilestartedatthecornerofhislipsashe

puthishandsinthepocketslookingatthefire,this

wasnotmurder...Hewasn'tamurderer.Thisold

grandalmostkilledhim andallhedidwasjust

sentencehim todeathforattemptedmurder

becausehewasadangertothesociety.Gettingrid

ofsuchpeoplewasactuallyanactofbeinga

responsiblecitizen...Therewasnothingtofeelguilty

about...I'm surethehangmanisn'tamurderereither.



Hejustexecutesmurdererstosavehumanity...

Whydiditfeelsodamngoodtohavedonethis?Why

couldn'thestopthinkingaboutThamiso'sfather...

Seethisoneshouldhavebeenthefirstonthelist..

Howdarehesleepswithanunderagegirl,gether

pregnantandtraumatiseher.Hedeservedadeath

sentenceforthat...Ok,ok..Heneededtostop

thinkingaboutthis.Itwaswaytooearly,itwouldbe

toosuspiciousandyoucan'tgetawaywithmurder

morethanonce..It'sjustlikeaheist,youonlyget

onechance...Hetookadeepbreathandsighed...So,

itwasfinalnow.Hewasdonewiththedeath

sentences...hehadtofocusonmakingmoneyand

helpinghisgirlgettingbetterthentheywilllive

happilyeverafter.

HepickedtheJerrycanandwalkedbacktothe

housewhileGooglingaboutFefe'scondition....

SIXMONTHSLATER...



Unexplainable

#59

AtThamiso'soffice....

Thereceptionistwalkedintheofficecarryingthe

newspapersandplacedoneonhisdeskbefore

headingout...

Her:Goodmorning.

Thamiso:Morning...

Thamisograbbedthenewspaperandleanedback

reading,Scavengerhadbeenfoundguiltyandyeah,

itbroughtsomekindofpeacebuthestillcouldn't

stopwondering...Wastheresometruthtohis

allegationsabouthisfather?



Hestoodupandwalkedtohisfather'soffice...

Him:Hi

Thamiso:Didyouseethismorning'snewspaper?

Him:(grabbeditandread)No,why?

Thamiso:Scavengerhasbeenfoundguilty...ButI'm

justwondering...Isittruethatyouhiredhim tokill

thatguyandframeOdirile?

Him:Howmanytimesarewegoingtotalkabout

this?Itoldyouididn't...Myfatherdidthat...YesI'm

guiltyofknowingaboutitbutihadnothingtodo

withit.

Thamiso:IrememberseeingScavengerinyour

officetheothertimesoifitwasn'tformurderitwas

forAsa'sabortion.Whichisit?

Him:Myfatheraskedmetopayhim onhisbehalf

thatday...Ididn'tevenknowwhathewaspayinghim

for.Ididn'thireanyonetodoanything...Youshould

befocusingonyourdaughterinsteadofthepast,

whenlastdidyoucheckonFefe?



Thamisostaredathisfatherforasecondwithouta

responsethenhewalkedoutashisphonerang....

Thamiso:Hello?

Coco:Hi,I'm inyouroffice..

Hehungupandwalkedin,hepausedatthedoor

lookingather...Shewasonashortdresswithhigh

heelsandtherewasthatsmileagain,ohboy.He

sighedandclosedthedoor..

Coco:Iboughtyoualittlebirthdaypresent...

Shesmiledandhandedhim thegiftthenhetookit

andfakedasmile..

Thami:Thankyou...



Coco:Openit...

Thami:(sighed)Cocoi....(sighed)Idon'tknowifI've

givenyouwrongsignalsoranythingbut...I'm still

engaged,

Coco:Ithoughtyou'rebreakingupwithherassoon

asshegetsbetter

Thami:Ithoughtsotoobutiwaswrong...I

overreacted,ididn'tknowthatFefehasneverreally

beendiagnosedwithDID.Ithoughtshehiditfrom

me...AlsoDIDisthingsweonlyseeinmoviessoi

canunderstandhowitwentonunnoticedforso

long...Whenithappensinreallifewefindother

explanations...Spiritualexplanations.Supernatural

explanations...Ijust....(sighed)NowIunderstand

howthisDIDthingworks,I'vemadepeacewithit.

Coco:You'veusedmetobabysityourdaughterand

nowthatFefeisbeingdischargedyou'recuttingme

off?

Thami:Ididn'tuseyou...Isimplysharedmy

thoughtswithyou,iwasstressedandfullof

assumptions...I'veneverpromisedyoua



relationship...Inevereventhoughtofyoulikethat.I

thoughtyouwerejustbeingfriendlyandhelpingme.

Coco:You'reselfishandselfcentered!

SheturnedandwalkedoutwhileThamisoquietly

staredatherthenhetookouthisphoneanddialed

Fefe'smother.....

Her:Hello?

Thamiso:Goodmorning,howisBella?

Her:(smiled)Sheisfine,wearegettingreadytogo

getFefe.

Thamiso:Canicometakeyouthere?Idon'tthink

ridingataxiwithBellaandFefeisagoodidea.

Her:Ok,I'llletyouknow...

Thamiso:Bye

Hehungupandsighed...



Atthebusrank...

Asaturnedherheadandlookedatherbrotherashe

quietlydrovethecar,minuteslaterheparkedand

steppedouttogetherbag.Shegotoutandsighed

lookingathim...

Asa:Odirile?Lookatme.

Heturnedandlookedatherwithalongface...

Asa:What'sgoingon?

Odirile:It'snothing...Idon'twanttospoilyourtrip...

Comehere..

Hepulledhercloserandhuggedher...



Odirile:Gogetthatdegree..

Asa:Pleasetalktome.

Odirile:I'm proudofyou...Thanksforgettingintoa

university.

Asa:But?

Odirile:Ijustneedtoknowwhyyou'relyingaboutthe

abortion.Youdidn'tdoitintentionally...Youloved

yourbaby..Whatreallyhappened?

Asa:You'renotdoingthis,youwantanotherround

withThamiso'sfamily?YouthinkI'llsaytheyforced

me?Theydidn't...Quitfightingforme.I'm abiggirl,

I'm grownandiknowwhatIwant.

Odirile:Ok,anywaysFefeiscomingouttoday...

Asa:You'restillbannedfrom seeingher?

Odirile:Yeah,butitfeelsbettertoknowthateven

ThamisowasbannedbutI'm scaredbecauseidon't

knowhowsheisgoingtocomeout....Wouldshe

wantmeorhim?Ihaven'tseenherinsixmonths

andI'm justtense.

Asa:IfFefelovesyoushewillcometoyou.Ifshe



doesn't,it'sherloss..Bye

Odirile:Bye

Theyhuggedthenshegotinthebus,hegotbackin

thecaranddroveoff...

Atthehospital...

MinuteslaterOdiriledroveintotheparkinglotand

satinthecarewaiting...Heprobablyhadtowait

homeandwaittohearfrom Fefebuthewasjust

curioustoseeher..

ThamisoandMmagweFefewalkedpasthiscarthen

heduckeddownforaboutaminuteandonlygotup

oncetheywerefar...

Heclenchedhisjawsangrily,didthisguyreallyhave

tobehere?butthenwhatwashethinking,ofcourse



herparentscalledThamisobecausetraditionallyhe

istherightperson,butitwasgoodthatnowshewas

out...She'dputastoptoallthese...

Minutespassedthenhetookouthisphoneand

smiledstaringatherpicture,heturnedandlooked

atthemainentrancethenFefesteppedoutwithher

mother,somethingwasdefinitelydifferentabout

her...hiseyeswentbacktoheragain...Wasithis

eyesordidshegainweight?Waytoomuch

weight...Wait!Shewaspregnant!Shit!

Heswallowedandleanedbackrubbinghismouth

anxiously,wasithisorThamiso's?

Heduckastheywalkedpasthiscarandgotin

Thamiso'scarwhileheloadedherbag,hegotinthe

caranddroveoff...

*

*



Unexplainable

#60

AtFefe'sHouse...

TherewassilenceinthecarasThamisodrovethe

car,heglancedatherbumpandsighed...Wasithis

orOdirile'sbaby?ButknowingFefeshe'dnever

cheat...Hemadethemistakeofassumingshe

cheatedwhenshedidn't...hewasn'tabouttorepeat

thesamemistakesagain.ShedumpedOdirileand

theirweddingwasthegoal,untilshehadamental

breakdown...Heneededtostopworrying...

HeparkedthecarthenMa-Fefesteppedoutand

walkedtothehouse,ThamisoturnedandfacedFefe

assheremainedquietonherseat.

Thamiso:(smiled)Heythere...



Sheturnedherheadandlookedathim thenhe

reachedforherhandandkissedit.

Thamiso:Thereissomuchtotalkabout..Butfirsttel

mehowyou'redoing,anyparticularreasonwhyyou

decidedishouldn'tcomevisityou?

Fefe:Ididn'twantanythingtodrawmebackevery

timeimakeprogress,ihadtoacceptthatihaveDID

inordertounderstandmyselfanditwasn'teasy.

Thamiso:Ok,thetruthisipanickedtoo...Youwon't

knowthatbutyourmom knows...Iwalkedoutofthe

hospitalandcamehome,Iwasangryand

disappointed...Ithoughtyoukeptitawayfrom

me....butyouknowhowpatientadultsareandi

thankthetraditionhere.Yourparentssentafamily

representativetotellthem thattheirdaughterinlaw

hasbeendiagnosedwithDID.Itwasthroughthat

thatileantyoualsodidn'tknow...Iaskedmysister

aboutitandshewasterrified...Shetoldmemore

aboutitandifeltsoguilty...IfeellikeI'm naturallya



weakman...

Tearsfilledhiseyesthenhelookedaway...

Thamiso:Somehowialwaysdisappointyou,I'm

nevertherewhenyouneedme...Thefirstthingidid

wastoassumeandthrowatantrum...Iam weak

anduntrustworthy,buttheniloveyou...

Helickedhislipandlookedinhereyestearfully...

Thamiso:Iknowyoudon'tknowthatihadgivenup

orwalkedawayfrom youbutidon'twanttopretend

thatI'vebeenwithyoufrom thebeginning.Please

forgiveme...

Fefesmiledtearfullyandhuggedhim,hesighed

holdingherinhisarmsandkissedherthenhe

leanedback...



Fefe:It'sok...Peoplearedifferent...Weallhaveour

weaknessesandstrengths

Thamiso:Butididn'tcheat...Iwasjustangryididn't

cheat.

Fefe:(smiledtearfully)It'sok...Iknowyour

weaknesses,youjusthavetoworkonthat...Ihave

myweaknessestoo...IhaveDIDwhatcouldbe

worsethanthat?

Thamiso:(smiled)Right...So,canweleaveBella

withyourmom andgohangout?Ithinkyouneedto

drivearoundandseewhatyoubeenmissing

Fefe:Ican't...Ihaveafewthingstodo...

Thamiso:Ok,whenisourwedding?

Fefe:Aboutthat...

Sheopenedherhandbagandtookoutacardthen

shehandedittohim..



Fefe:That'sDrPerry,sheisapsychologist.Sheisa

privatepractitionerbutshesometimeswenttothe

hospitaltohelp.That'swhereshefoundmycase

andgotinterestedinme.Wehaveasessiontodayat

5pm.Youmustbethere

Thamiso:Ok,great...Thisisgreat.

Fefe:Yeah...

Thamiso:(glancedatherbump)Um...Arewe

expecting?

Fefe:(smiledandreachedforthedoor)Yeah,See

youlater.

Thamiso:Bye

Shesteppedoutandclosedleavinghim withasmile,

helookedatthecardagainandsmiledbefore

drivingoff.



AtODsecuritySystems...

Odiriledroveintothedirector'sparkingandsighed

leaningback,helookedatthenewbuildingwithhis

brand...Hehadtobeexcitedaboutmovingintoa

flatwithabiggerspaceandmoreroomsfor

differentoffices.Thenew5yearcontractwithone

ofthebiggestbanksinthecountry...Andyethe

couldn'tsmile...Hethoughthe'dcomebackhappyto

haveseenherbutseeingThamisoalloverherand

thatbumpjustruinedhisday.

Itsenoughthatdespitebigmoneyfrom thebankhe

nowhadtoworryaboutheistswhiledoingamoney

transit,isn'titawkwardthatacoupleofyearsbefore

heactuallyconsidereddoingaheistandnowhejust

signedacontracttoprovidethebestsecurity...Was

heevenreadyforthisbigstep?Hiscompanywas

takingoffandthesethieveswoulddefinitelytarget

him...OK,enoughselfdoubtandselfpity!



Hesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedintothe

building,hesmiledatthefrontdeskandwalked

upstairswhereheknockedonthesurveillance

controlroom.Ok,thecontrolroom washisfavourite

placeinthebuilding...Seeingallthesescreens

hangingonthewallwithsecurityofficerssittingby

pressingwaslikeascenefrom amovie...

Anotherofficerspunhischairaroundandsmiled...

Officer:Boss

Odirile:Hi...

Heputhishandsoverthedeskandlookedat

differentscreensthenhepointed..

Odirile:Wearemakingourverytransitnextweek,

thisplacehastobeundersurveillance...Wecan't

affordtolosemoneyonourfirstassignment.



Officer:Yes,andistilldon'tunderstandwhyweare

notallowedtocarrygunswhenweknowthatwhen

theseguyscomeforthemoneytheywillshoot

withouthesitation.Ourlivesareindanger.

Odirile:IknowbutI'vealreadycommunicatedwith

thepolice,theSSGwillescortus...Itrustthem.So

youcanrelaxguys..Ok?

Officer:Yeah...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutthenheheadedto

hisofficewherehetookoffhissuitjacketandhung

itaroundhischairthenhesatdownandsighed

tryingnottothinkaboutFefe,buttryingnottothink

aboutherwasstillthinkingaboutherright?He

glancedathisphoneandtherewasstillnocall.Fuck

it!Hegrabbedthephoneandtappedhernumberbut

hercallcamethroughbeforehecouldcall.

Hefrownedsmilingandtookamomenttorecollect

himself,hedidn'twanttosoundlikehehadbeen

waitingforhercalldesperately.



Odirile:Hi

Fefe:Hey

Odirile:Yousoundbetter,howareyoufeeling?

Fefe:Idon'tknow..Didyouguysmove?I'm inthe

parkinglotbutidon'tseeyourcars.

Odirile:Yeah,wemoved.I'llcomegetyou

Fefe:No,Iwanttostartgettingbacktomyself..

Sendmethedirections.

Odirile:Alright,I'lldothat.

Hehungupandsentherthedirectionsthenhe

grabbedthetelephoneandcalledfrontdesk...

Voice:ThankyouforcallingODsecurityservices,

mayiassistyou?

Odirile:Hi,it'sme...Fefewillbethereshowhertomy

office



Voice:Fefe?

Odirile:Ohkanayou'renew,anyonewhowalksin

therepregnantshowhertomyoffice,sheiscarrying

yourboss.I'm justanactingdirectortherealone

shouldbebornsoon.

Voice:(laughed)Thanksfortheheadsup,ishallact

righttokeepmypositionbeforemybosswhileheis

stillchillinginhisamnioticsac.

Odirile:Goodjob

Hehungupandlaughedthenhestoodupand

hurriedintheofficewherehefixedhistieandtucked

in...Hepausedlookingathistie...Nahman,he

lookedlikeaschoolboy...Itlooksbetterwhenthe

lastbuttonisloose.Helooseneditthenhelookedat

thesleevesofhisshirt..hefoldedthem nicelyand

turnedhiswatchproperly,helookedathishaircuton

themirrorandtouchedhistrimmedbeard...

Hewalkedbackintotheofficeandlookedaround,it



hadtobeclean.Hesortedhisfilesandputasidethe

glassfullofhispens..

Herfootstepsapproachedthenhequicklytooka

seat,hetookadeepbreathandtypednonsenseon

thecomputerasshewalkedin,aslongashelooked

busyright.

Odirile:(turnedaroundandsmiledsurprisedlikehe

didn'thearherapproaching)Hey...

Hestoodupandwalkedtowardsher,shesmiled,

andthatwasgood..Heleanedoverandhuggedher

beforeleaningoverforakissthenhelookedinher

eyes,ok,somethingwasn'tright.

Odirile:Howareyoufeeling?

Fefe:I'm good...Haveaseat..



Heletgoofherandsteppedback,shepulledthe

chairandsatdownwhilehesatandputhishands

overthedesk.

Odirile:What'sup?

Shereachedinherhandbagandgavehim thecard...

Fefe:That'sDrPerry,sheisapsychologist.Sheisa

privatepractitionerbutshesometimeswenttothe

hospitaltohelp.That'swhereshefoundmycase

andgotinterestedinme.Wehaveasessiontodayat

5pm.Youmustbethere

Odirilereaditandsmiledthenheputitasideand

lookedather.Shelookedaroundsmilingandturned

backtohim,thereitwas...Thatlookheso

desperatelywanted...



Fefe:I'm proudofyou...You'reahardworkerand

you'reaninspiration...Nothingcaneverstopyou

from gettingwhatyouwantandilovethataboutyou.

Man,hecouldjustjumpupanddownandpunchthe

airinvictory..SHEWASPROUDOFHIM!didyouall

hearthat,shewasproud!Andyes,nowhebelieved

thereisnothingthatcanstophim gettingwhatever

hewanted.OhGodthiswasworthwaitingfor...But

ofcoursehesmiledcalmlylikeagentlemanand

slightlynoddedgratefully.

Odirile:Thankyou,workwastheonlythingthatkept

megoinginyourabsence.

Ofcourseheknewtherewasapossibilitythatthis

wasn'thisbabybut...

Odirile:Whenisourultrasoundappointment?iwant

toknowifitsagirlorboy.



Shesmiledblushingandlookedaway,shewantedto

tellhim andyet...

Fefe:WewilldiscusseverythingwithDrPerry.

Odirile:Alright,andjustsoyouknowIam anexpert

inDID.Iknoweverythingthereisaboutit.

Shelookedinhiseyesandsmiledblushing,he

smiledbacktryingnottoblushthenhestoodupand

closedthedoor...

Fefe'sheartskipped,shit!Sheshouldhaveknown...

Hewasnotabouttoletheroutwithoutgettingit.

Howcouldshehaveforgotten...

Hegrabbedherandpulledherupthenhekissedher

andturnedtothedesk,heswepteverythingaside

andputherdownasherclitthrobbed...



Fefe:(whispered)ODstop...Wait...(gaspedashe

kissedherneck)OD!St--

Heshutherwithakissandstoodbetweenherlegs,

everythingmovedsofastsheheardhiszipgodown!

Hewastakingit!Thisshouldnothappen!

Odirile:(whispered)Ohfuck....Uhhhh

Hekissedherthenhisbulbousheaddroppedonher

panties,itpushedherpantiesasideseveraltimes

whilehekissedherandcaressedherthenshefelt

hissoftfleshattheentrance,hepushedthroughand

sheflinchedgasping.Hekissedherandpushed

furtherstretchingherupthenhepoppedinsideas

theybothgasped...

Meanwhileoutside,Odirile'sfatherdrovethe

companycarintotheparkinglotandsteppedout,



oneoftheofficersgotoutwiththefileswhilehe

begundustingthecarmat.He'dbeenmeaningto

tellthedriverstomakeitahabittocleanthecars

butthenasaheaddriverheprobablyhadtoleadby

example....

Helockedupandwalkedtowardsthebuilding,it

wasstillhardtobelievehisownsondidalltheselet

alonehim beingabletoseeagain...

Minuteslaterhewalkedtothetheirofficeandhung

thecarkeysunderthenumberplateindicated.He

turnedandheadedtoOdirile'sofficewherehe

pushedthedoorandwalkedin,Odirilejumpedand

turnedashisdickdangleddripping,hequietlyturned

awayandpulleduphispantsthenheoldmanclosed

thedoorinshock.Didhejustcatchhissondoing

that!Hedidn'tevenseewhothatgirlwasbutwhata

shocker.Heturnedaroundandwalkedbacktohis

officestillinshock....



MeanwhileinsideFefeslowlygotdownandpulled

downherdressashissemenfloweddownherthigh.

Hewalkedbackwithhisfaceclothandwipedher...

Odirile:I'm sorryaboutthat..

Hewipedherthenhepulledupherpantiesbefore

tuckinginhisshirt...

Fefe:Wasthatyourfather?

Odirile:Yeah,heisadriver

Fefe:Hecansee?

Odirile:Yeah,hehadanoperation,don'tyou

remember?

Fefe:No,iknowyouoncetoldmeaboutitbefore

youwenttojailbutididn'tithappened.

Odirile:YouwereprobablystilldealingwiththeRiri

thing,



Fefe:Oh,yeahprobably.SometimesIdon't

remembersomeofthethingsididordobecause

whenidothem I'm-

Shepausedembarrassedthenhegrabbedbothof

hershouldersandsmiledlookinginhereyesbefore

kissing.

Odirile:Iunderstand..Don'tworryaboutit.

Fefe:Weshouldn'thavedonethisbeforetalkingto

thedoctor

Odirile:I'm sorry,icouldn'twaitanylonger...Canwe

gograbsomethingtoeat?

Fefe:Ican't,seeyouattheDr'soffice

Odirile:Sure

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorwhilehestood

theresmilinglikearetard.Hepulledupthe

blindfoldsandopenedthewindowthenhesquatted



andpickedhispensfrom thefloor.Therewasa

knock...

Odirile:Yeah?

Hisfatherwalkedin,heturnedhishead

embarrassedandcontinuedpickinghispens.

RragweOdirile:Ifitcomesoutdrippingitmeansyou

didn'twaitforthatlastdrop,everydropcounts...

Isn'titfulfillingtoknowyoulefteverythinginside.

Odirilelaughedembarrassedandfixedhistie

walkinginthebathroom whereheclosedhimselfin.

RragweOdirile:(laughed)Whydoyoualwayshaveto

runwhenitalkaboutsex?

Odirile:(laughed)Ah-ehpapaakootsamae...Neke

tilegohetsajangbecauseyouwalkedinonmeabe



onkgoreletsa.

RragweOdirile:(smiled)Getoutofthere,comehere

Odirile:(laughed)Tsamaya..

RragweOdirile:(laughed)Soyou'restilltoo

embarrassedtotalkaboutsex?It'simportanttotalk

aboutsex

Odirile:(laughed)Notwithyou,tsamayaotheogela..

Hisfatherlaughedandwalkedoutthenhefinally

walkedoutandcontinuedworking...

AtDrPerry'sOffice....

LaterthatafternoonThamisoparkedthecarand

walkedin..

Thamiso:Hi,I'm heretoseeDrPerry..

Frontdesk:Yourname?



Thamiso:Thamisothethird

Front:Ohyes,it'shere...Thisway...

Insidetheoffice....

InsidetheofficeOdirilesatontheotherchair

pressinghisphonewhileDrPerrysortedherpapers...

Odirile:Shouldicallher?

DrPerry:No,don'trushher...She'llgetusedtothis.

Therewasaknockthenthedooropened,Thamiso

walkedinandfrownedlookingatOdirile.

Odirileturnedandlookedupathim thenhelookedat

theDr..

DrPerry:Thamiso,right?Haveaseatoverthere..



Thamisopulledthechairandsatdownlookingat

Odirile.

Odirile:What'sgoingon?

Dr:Let'swaitforherthenwecanstart..

Thamiso:Sorethreekanajang?

Dr:Idon'tunderstandSetswana...I'm newaround

here.

Thamiso:Whatam idoingherewithhim?

Odirile:SkabuakannaasifI'm nothere

Thamiso:Obatakerengelegore,kebotsewena?

Dr:Itwouldbehelpfulifyouactuallyusedthe

languageiunderstandsoIcanbeuseful.

Odirile:Skabatagontena,kegobeilebanbara

Thamiso:Gaselasttimelaiteaka,thistimeoka

ikothaya..



ThedooropenedandtheykeptquietthenFefe

walkedin.Shepulledherchairandsatdown...

DrPerry:ThankGodyou'rehere...Icouldn't

understandthem butithinktheywereaboutto

throwpunchesinmyoffice....(sighed)Let'sget

started...

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Sponsoredinsertcoming

up.

*

*
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AtDrPerry'sOffice...

Dr:Thankyoubothforcoming,youshowingupand

actuallystayingevenafterfindingoneanotherhere

showsyoucare.Iam DrAshleyPerry,I'm a

psychologistandIhaveaPhDin-

OdirileanxiouslylookedattheDrasshetalked

aboutherbackground,imeanyeahitwasprobably

importanttointroduceherselfbutdamn,thereisa

farmoreimportantissuehere...Fefeprobably

wantedtodumphim inwaythatwouldn'tstressher...

Wouldheevenhandlelosingher?Shewashis

everything...whythehellwasThamisohereanyways?

Imeanbabeifyou'regoingtodumbsomeonedon't

doitinfrontofanotherman.HeglancedatThamiso,

heseemedtohaveeverythingundercontrol.He



probablyhadsexwithherfirst,whydidithurtthough?

Theguyhadadickhalfhissize...Buteventhisdidn't

comeasaconsolationifanythingithurt.Thisguy

wouldalwaysbeaproblem inhislife...After

everythinghisfamilymadehim gothrough,framing

him,thesleeplessnightsinjail...Him lyinghisway

intoFefe'slifehestillthoughthecouldactually

challengehim...Whatwasthat?"thistimeoka

ikothaya"Seethisrighthereisthereasonpeoplekill

people.

Thamisoleanedbackonthechairandputhisfoot

overhiskneeashisgraysecretsocksshowed

underneathhismoccasinleathershoe.Hestill

couldn'tgetoverhowadamantScavengerwasabout

notkillinghisgrandfather,heconfessedtoeverybad

thinghedid,whywouldhedenyonemurderand

admitanotherbecauseitmadenodifference...

Unlesssomeoneelsereallydidit...Itwasunlike

Odiriletobeprovokedandnotrespond.Hewasn't

wiredlikethat,thisguyiscoldandcalculative...That

straightfacehekeptwhiledrowninghim showed



therewasamonsterhidingbehindthatcalm face,

therewasnowayhewaslettingallthesegoafter

spendingtimeinprisonforsomethinghedidn'tdo,

losingbusinessandfindinghisgirlfriendmarrying

anotherman.Odiriledidthis,nowthathewassitting

rightnexttohim...Nahmanhedidit.Thecop

intuitioninhim kickedinandhecouldsmellblood

onhishands...

Dr:I'lljuststartbyexplainingDID,PeoplewithDID

havetwoormoreseparateidentities.These

personalitiescontroltheirbehavioratdifferenttimes.

Eachidentityhasitsownpersonalhistory,traits,

likesanddislikes.Fefehas2,thecoreidentityisthe

person’susualpersonalitywhichisOfentse,and

thenthereisanalternativewhoisRefentse.Thereis

nocureforDID,youcanonlylearntolivewithit

peacefully.OfentsehastolearntolivewithRiri,

somemedicationscanhelpreducecertain

symptomslikeifsheisexperiencingasudden

changeofbehaviour,andactingirrationalthat's

whenshecanbeprescribedmedicinesthatcalm her



down.

Thamiso:Idon'tgetwherethisisgoing,Ialready

knowthatDIDdoesn'thaveacure.Isthereapoint

wearedrivingto?

OdirilelookedatFefethoughtfullythenhelooked

away,hehadjustpickedupwhatwasgoingonnow.

Histhroatdriedupashetookadeepbreathand

sighed...

Dr:Fefeiwanttotalknow,beopenandhonestwith

everyone...

Fefe:FormonthsI'veobservedmyselfandlearnta

lotwiththehelpofdoctors.I'veleantthatRiriismy

alter,sheispartofme,shehasthingsshe

likes,peoplesheloves,howshebehaves,thetone

sheusesandiknowhowiam...Ialsohavethingsi

liketodoandpeopleilove.RirilovesThamiso,she



iscompletelyhappywhensheiswithhim butilove

Odirileandiwantnothingmorethantobewithhim.

IfI'm withOdirileandiswitchI'llprobablyhurtOdirile

becauseofhowI'lltalktohim andviceversa.I've

alsoleantthatsometimesicantalktoRiri,likebeing

withher...It'svoicesinmyhead..Ihearherandtalk

toherbutsometimesI'm abletojustswitch,asin

shewillbeinmybodyandiwilljustbeout...LikeI've

blackedout.That'swhysometimesIdon't

rememberwhatidid..DuringthattimeIam Ririand

Fefedoesn'texist...Idon'tcontrolititjusthappens.

Soiwantedtotellyoubothwhatishappening...I

didn'tunderstandmyselfbutnowido.

Thamiso:Thisiscrazy,whatareyousaying?Weare

supposedtobegettingmarried

Odirile:(scoffed)OnyalaFefekanaRiri?Bathoba2

goloha,gawareetsa.

Thamiso:Soyouthinkthisisfunny?

Fefe:Thamisolisten

Thamiso:No,whatareyousayingaboutus?Weare

supposedtoshareyou?Areyouserious?Isthisthe



kindofthingsyouwantmetogotellmyfamilyand

friends?ThatFefe'sotherpartlovesanotherman?

Areyoulisteningtoyourself?Ithoughtwewilldo

thistogether...Fightthistogether

Fefe:FightwhatThamiso?FightRiri?(tearfully)In

caseyouhaven'tnoticediam crazy!Youthinkilike

thewayilive?Iam afraidtobeipublicbecauseI'm

afraidI'llembarrassmyself...Imightnoteven

rememberwhatI'm sayingthenextminute,doyou

knowwhothemotherofyourdaughteris?Oryou'll

thinkI'm lying.Iam tellingyouwhatI'm going

through..Ican'tpromiseyouthatwhenRiriiswith

youandFefecomesupshewon'tleave...Becausei

willleave...Evenifitsmidnight,iwillgotoOdirile's

house...

SheturnedtoOdirileandswallowedtearfully...

Fefe:Iam Fefenow,thisismetalkingbutican't

promiseyouthatifIswitchtoRiriiwon'tleaveyou

andgobewithhim orjustgostaysomewhere



becauseRirihatesyouOdirile...Wellnowshe

doesn'tbecausewehavedecidedtolivepeacefully...

Butshestillcan'tkissyouorhavesexwithyou...Soi

guesswhatI'm sayingisthat'swhoiam...Wecan

findawayaroundthatorwecanallpartways..It's

uptoyouboth,unfortunatelyidon'thavethe

comfortofleavingRiri..Sheispartofme...iam

readytobedumpedbythebothofyouandyoucan

visityourchildrenanytimeyouwant.Bellaisyours

Thamiso,butthisoneisOdirile'sdaughter.That'sall

thatIwantedtotellyou...

Odirilelookeddownandsighed..

Odirile:(calmly)Babeyoucouldhavedonethis

privatelyyouknow,itwouldbemuchbetter.I'd

probablythinkbetter.

Fefe:Idon'twantsecrets,idon'twanttolieandifi

loseanyonefortellingthetruththensobeit.Please

dumpmeandgo,bothofyou...Ifyoucan'tstand

thisletmeknow...Youcanjustleave,I'llunderstand.



Thamisotearfullylookedatherindisbeliefand

shookhisheadstillsittingwhileOdirilesighedand

restedhisforeheadonhishandlookingdown...

*

*

Nextinsert-11pm tonight.Likeandleavea

comment.

*
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AtDrPerry'sOffice...

Therewassilenceasthedoctorlookedatthethree

ofthem.

Thamisoleanedoverandburiedhisfacebetween

hishands,hecouldonlyimaginetheofficegossip,

theFacebookcommunity,theeldersandhowstupid

hewouldsoundtryingtoexplainthistotheelders.

Wasthisevenarealthingorshewasjusttryingto

haveasafetynetforincasehewalksawayfrom

her...

Fefesighedscratchingthenailpolishoffhernail,

hopefullyshehadsaiditright...shewouldn'twantto

messupthegoodrelationshipshe'dbuiltwithher

sisteroverthemonths...wasshetalkingoutloudor



justthinking?Herworstfearwastoactuallyspeak

outloudandfreakouteveryone,sheturnedand

lookedateveryonejusttomakesureeverythingshe

wasthinkingwasinherheadandnotcomingoutof

hermouth.Shebreathedinandouttocalm down....

Odirilelookedatherandsighed...Ofcoursenoman

wouldeveragreetosharehiswoman.Ifheagreed

thismoronwoulddumpher,Ririwouldbevulnerable

andthenmaybehecantrygettingtoknowthisRiri

girlandfindoutwhatreallyhappenedtoher.He

leanedbackputtinghishandsbehindhisheadand

puthisfootoverhisknee....

Odirile:Sogatwengjaanong?arrangementkeeng?

(rememberedtheDrcan'tunderstandSetswana)

Sorry,iwasaskingwhatthewayforwardis?I'm cool

withwhateverworksforher.

HeturnedandlookedatFefe..



Odirile:I'm willingtoloveyouwitheveryflaw,evenif

itmeansacceptingRiriaspartofmylife.Also,

Thamiso'spresencemakesnodifferencetomeistill

enjoymyself.Idon'tknowifyouneverdoanything

togetherorwhatbutifeelnodifferenceatallsowhy

not.

Thamisoturnedandlookedathim asangerbrewed

inside...

Thamiso:Fuckyouautwa?

Odirile:I'm justsaying,imeanifyouhaveaproblem

withthisarrangementicantotallyunderstandwhy.

Youandiarenotonthesamescale..

Thamiso:Youneedtostayawayfrom heroryou'll

gotojail.Iknowwhatyoudid...Iknowwhatyoudid

andyouknowwhatyoudid..(toFefe)Canwetalkin

private?

DrPerry:Wearestillonasession,wearehalfway



Thamiso:Thissessionisover,ineedtotalktoher...

Sheismyfiancé,thisisaboutmorethanushere...

Odirileslowlystoodupandgrabbedherhand..

Odirile:Let'stalkforaminutebeforeigo.Ithought

wecamehereforasolutionbutclearlysomebodyis

notready.

Thamisostoodupandgotbetweenthem...

Thamiso:Pleasedon'tdothat...Ikeeptellingyou

thingshavechanged.

Odirile:Youdorealisethatsheiscarryingmy

daughterright?I'm notyou,idon'twalkawayfrom

mychilduntilastrangergoesandfindsherforme...

Expectmetobearoundher.

DrPerry:Ifyoutwodothisiwillhavetocallthe

security.Canyoupleasehaveaseat...Thisismy



officeandyouhavetorespectthat.Shesaidher

opinion,Odiriledoesn'thaveaproblem withthisbut

youdo..

Heangrilyturnedaroundandtappedhisfingeron

thetablefacingher...

Thamiso:Ofcourseido,wouldyoubeOKtoshare

yourhusbandwithanotherwoman?You'remarried

womandoesthismakesensetoyou?Iunderstand

thatyouwhitepeopletakethingslightlybutthisthis

isnotajoke...ThisisnotAmericaitsAfrica,she

needshelpnotyoutellingherthatfuckingtwomen

isOKandjustified.Wherethefuckdidyougetyour

PhDbecauseyousoundlikeafraud.WehaveSTDs

inAfrica!Areyoumad!InBotswanayoucanonly

marryoneperson,whatdoyousuggestwedo

genius?You'reverystupid,ipaidmagadiforthis

woman,sheismywifenotanightstandorsome

threesomeobject.



OdiriletookadeepbreathandlookedatFefe,she

didn'tlookdistressedactuallyshelookedjustfineso

hehadtogivethisguythetimeandprivacytoself

destruct..

Odirile:BabeI'llcallyoulater,istheyOK?

Thamiso:Canitalktoyouforaminute?

Odirile:Sure

Thamisoleadtheway,Odiriletouchedthebumpand

ranhishandoverherchesttoherlipsbeforegetting

outofthedoorandclosingthedoor.

Hetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingat

Thamiso...

Thamiso:Onseriousnotenowleavingbehindthe

whitepeople'sthings,doyouthinkwhatyou'redoing

isright?Anothermanpaidmagadiforsomeoneand



youcallherbaby,getherpregnant?Obonaontirela

sente.

Odirile:Yourproblem isthatyou'vealwayshad

thingshandedtoyou,you'veneverworkedfor

anything...Akerengwanyanayonneelewagago

thenyoudumpedher.Ifoundhersingle,whatdid

yourparentsdo?Sendmetojailbecausethey're

powerful...Whatdidyoudo?Tookadvantageand

usedthatchance...Nowthatthingsaren'tgoingyour

wayyouexpectmetofeelguilty?Thisisjustthe

beginning,6monthsaftermydaughterisbornke

tsenyamosimanewhetheryou'rethereornot...If

youhaveaproblem withthesetupgo..GogetCoco

atleastyouhaveanoption.Ihopeineverhavethis

discussionwithyouagain.

Thamiso:Iknowwhatyoudidtomygrandfather

Odirile:Noyoudon't,yoususpect...Becauseifyou

knewyou'dnotbeprovokingmelikethis.

Therewassilenceastheylookedatoneanother

thenOdirilesmiledandtappedhim onthecheek



beforewalkingaway.

Odirile:TellFefeI'llseeherlatertonight.

Heturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Odirile:Bythewayidon'tusecondomssotryusing

them becauseidon'twantSTDstsaboCocoplus

mydaughterisinthere.Thismorningwasthe

sweetestthough,ihopeyoufeltthesame...Ifyou

haven'thadachanceihopeyou'llenjoyitjustas

muchasidid.Cheers!

HeturnedandwalkedawaywhileThamisostaredat

him thenhewalkedbackintheofficewhereFefe

wasstillsittingonthechairtalkingtotheDr.

Thamiso:Let'sgothinkofanotherway,ihavea

suggestion.Ifitdoesn'tworkwewillcomebackto



discussionthisagain.

Heturnedtothedoctorandsighed..

Thamiso:I'm sorryaboutearlier,irespectyour

opinionandthankyoubutweareAfricans.Before

whitepeoplecamewiththeirideologywehadaway

ofsolvingthingsandit'sjustasgood.

DrPerry:Youmeanthesameideologythatcallsold

womenwithdementiawitcheswhenthey'recaught

nakedintheearlyhoursofthemorning?Idon't

meantobedisrespectfulbutyoucandowhatyou

seefit.Ijusthopeshewon'tstoptakinghermeds.

Fefe:Iwon't...ThankyouDr

ShestoodupthenThamisoopenedthedoorforher,

shewalkedoutthenheclosedthedoorandfollowed

her.



Thamiso:Iwantustogotoachurchsotheycan

prayforyou...Forus...Ifchurchdoesn'tworkwewill

gotoatraditionalhealer.Yourparentsmentioned

thistoo,theythinkkedilotsaSetswanaandIagree

withthem.Trustme...Areyousureyou'rereadyto

livewithRirioryouwanttotrysomethingelse?

NothingistoobigforGod,wecandothis.Godfixes

everything...Nothingwillgorightforusaslongas

weneverprayresaitsemodimo.Canyoutrustme

onthisone?

*

*

*

*
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AtDrPerry'sOffice...

Fefe:"Trustyou?"

Shescoffedandturnedbacktoherchairthenshe

pickedhercellphone...

Fefe:Drthankyoufortrying.I'llbeontimeonmy

nextappointment.Africanmenhaven'treachedthat

levelofunderstandingmentalillnesses.

DrPerry:Theotheroneseemstounderstand

Fefe:Trustme,youcanneverpredictwhatOdirileis

thinkingbecausehehastheabilitytocontrolhis

mouthandtemper.I'llgivehim timetoreallybelieve

he'dbeOKwiththis(sighed)butthankyou.



DrPerry:Thankyou..

StandingatthedoorThamisolookedatherasshe

walkedoverthenheopenedthedoorforherand

followedherout.OfcourseOdirilecouldcontrol

himself,hedidn'tpaymagadi,heisnottheone

peoplewillbemockingifthisgetsout.

Theywalkedacrosstheparkinglot,heunlockedthe

carfrom adistancebutshewalkedpastthecar...

Thamiso:Canwetalkaboutthisinthecar?

Fefeturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Fefe:Canijustbehonestwithyourightnow?

Thamiso:Yes..



Shewalkedbackandstoppedinfrontofhim looking

rightinhiseyes...

Fefe:Idon'tknowifyou'llunderstandmebutthereis

thispartofmethatdoesn'tloveyou,iusedtolove

youtoobeforeiknewwhatloveis...Beforeyou

embarrassedmeinfrontofyourfamily...Your

mothercallingmenames...Youchasedmeoutwith

nothing,youdidn'tevenwantmetogetmypurse

andihadtogomakenewIDs...Yousoldmyclothes

andnevercaredwhatI'm eatingwithNaya,youdidn't

havetheheartforthatlittlegirljustbecauseshe

wasn'tyourdaughter.Howdoyouthinkyou'llstand

Odirile'sdaughter?Hecanstandyours,infacthe

lovesyours..

RirilookedinThamiso'seyesandswallowed

tearfullystandingby,Fefetookadeepbreathand

leanedback.

Fefe:Butapartofmestilllovesyou,whyihaveno



idea.Pleaseexcuseme.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedaway,"Ithoughtwe

agreednottohurttheguys,whatyousaidback

thereishurtful.Didyouseehiseyes?"Riri'svoice

trembledasFefestoppedataxiandgotin,"Ihadto

sayitsohecanunderstandthat"sheresponded

internallylookingatthewomansittingnexttoher

justtomakesureshedidn'tthinkoutloud."But

imagineifIwaswithODandstartmentioninghurtful

things,wouldn'tthathurtyou?I'm talkingtoyou

calmlybecauseiwanttobeabetterpersontoo,we

havetobeatpeace.DrPerrysayswehavetobeat

peacetobehappy."shecontinued.Fefesighedand

lookedoutthewindow,"Fine,letmetext

apologising"

Shetookoutherphoneandtexted...

Fefe:(texted)I'm sorryaboutthat,ididn'tmeanit.



Thamiso:Youwereright,I'veabandonedyoubefore

soyouhavetherighttonottrustme.Ihavetoearn

yourtrust,ifIwalkawaynow,twilljustprovehow

weakIam andI'm notthat.Wewillfightthis

together.

Fefesighedrolledhereyes..

Fefe:Mxm!

Theladynexttoherlookedather,shelookedback

atherandrealisedthat"mxm"wasoutloud...

Lady:(laughed)Rebuakapelorothehela

Fefe:(laughed)keiphithetsekebuilehela.Iwasway

intoodeepmyhead..

Lady:Wealldothatsometimes.

Fefe:(laughed)yeah...



"Wearedoinggood,peopledon'tthinkyou'recrazy.

I'm reallygladwefoundhelp.Iwishwebothhadthe

powerstoswitchanytimewewantbecauseI'dgo

backthereandhugThamiso.Menaredifferent,they

havedifferentweaknessesandstrengths..Odirileis

obviouslyabletocontrolhismindindifficult

situationsbutThamisocan't,hegetshurteasily

becauseheisasoftman.Whatyousaidbackthere

isgoingtohurthim."Fefe'sfacedroppedasshe

thoughtaboutit."NexttimeI'llbemoresincere"

Fefe:Turnright,thesecondyardafterthisone.

Driver:Ok

Shetookoutthemoneyandpaid.Thetaxistopped

thenshesteppedoutandwalkedthroughthegate.

"Youhavetounderstandthatmenhavepride,he

paidmagadisoheisworriedaboutwhatpeoplewill

thinkofhim.Hehasdealtwithcyberbullying

already","Doesn'tmakeOdirile'spainanyless,you



usedhismoneyrecklessly.Justbecausehedoesn't

talkabouthisfeelingsdoesn'tmeanheisnothurt,

Odirileisoldschool...Hedoesn'tbreakdowninfront

ofawomanbutthatdoesn'tmeanheisnothurt,i

can'tbelieveihavetoexplainthistoyouoverand

over.Ithoughtweagreedthatwhenwhoeverisin

controlistheotherstepsback.IgetitIwillbenicer

tohim"

Sheknockedandwalkedinthehouse,Bellagasped

andrantowardshergrabbingherlegs.

Fefe:(smiled)HiBella,I'm sotiredijustwantto

sleep...

"Pleasepickherup,sheisexcitedtomeetyou","Riri

I'm pregnantok?,seriously!"

Fefewalkedtothebedroom andlaiddownwhile

Bellajumpedonthebedsmiling..



Bella:(smiledproudly)Mama?Iknowhowtosing,

listen...(sangjumpingupanddown)"a,b,c,d,e,f,g-

eeeeeeeeee,h,i,j,k,elemenepeeeee,q,r,s,t,u,v,w,

x,yandZeeeee,namainamaia,b,cnexttimewon't

youseewithme...

Rirismiledtearfullyandclappedhandsthenshe

rubbedatearrunningdownhereye,Bellacould

finallysingherABCs...

Fefe:(smiled)Wow,I'm soproudofyou...

"Tellhertosingagain","I'm exhausted,ineedto

rest!"

Bella:IcansingMary'slittlelambtoo

Fefe:(smiled)Howaboutyousingformewheniget

up?Ineedtorest,thebabyneedstorest..



Bella:Ok,canikissthebaby?

Fefe:Yesbaby

ShekissedFefe'sstomachandranoutasRiristood

byemotionally."Ican'tbelieveyoudidn'tbelieveme

thefirsttimeitoldyouaboutBella,iknewthat'smy

daughter.I'vealwaystoldyouthebabieswere

switchedandyoudidn'tbelieveme.""Wellyou

weren'tsure,yousaidmaybeandeverytimeitriedto

explaintopeopletheylaughedatme,canigetsome

sleepplease"

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhermother

steppedin...

MmagweFefe:Hi,likeiwastellingyouearliertoday...

I'vetalkedtoatraditionalhealer,hecuredRraO's

foot,theonetheysaidmustbecutoffbecauseof

cancer.

Fefe:(sighed)I'm pregnantandidon'twanttogoto



witchdoctorswithmybaby.

MmagweFefe:Wearehelpingyou,whitepeople

don'tknowwhatthey'retalkingabout.Nobodyis

supposedtobeOKtalkingtodeadpeople...Thisis

nothingnew,ithappensinourAfricanculture...

Whenonefamilymemberdieswithoutfulfilling

somethingtheymaywanttolivethroughanother

familymembertobeabletodothat.

Fefe:Caniatleastgivebirthandthendotherituals?

OdirilemightnotevenbeOKwiththis?

Hermotherfrownedandheldherwaist...

MmagweFefe:Whatdidyousay?HowisOdirile

involvedinthepregnancyofThamiso'swife?

Fefe:It'shisbaby,I'm sorry.

MmagweFefe:Icannotbelieveyou'ddothat,so

afterfindingoutyou'remarryingThamisohestill

sleptwithyou?Whatareyoufeedingthesementhat

makesthem sostupid?Oneofthem isgoingtokill



you,andit'snotThamiso.

Fefe:Mamaplease...

MmagweFefe:Odirilehasthegutstodoit,hedidit

tohisuncle...Hehastastedblood...Wewereall

happybutattheendofthedayhehasbloodonhis

hands.Iwouldn'tplayhim likethat.Idon'tlike

ThamisobutI'verealisedonethingabouthim,heis

controllabletosomeextent...Heisalsosoft.Asa

motherI'dgiveyouthisadvice...Iftherearetwomen

afteryou...Pickthestupidone,theweakone,the

oneyoucancontrol...That'sThamiso...Hewas

raisedsoftlysoheissoftandweak.Odirileonthe

otherhandisgoingtokeepyouonaleash,heisthe

kindofamanyouwon'tsaynotowhenhewants

sex,heisthekindofamanyouwon'tmanipulatebut

asuccessfulrelationshipisonethatenablesa

womantomanipulateaman.Aboveall,oneday...

You'llbetemptedandcheat...Trustmeallwomenat

somepointcheat,nomatterhowgoodyou're...Even

ifyoudon'tsleepwithanyoneyou'llcheat

emotionallyandamanlikeOdirilewillmurderyou

whenhefindsout.Youknowwhy?Becauseheisnot



afraidtokill..Thamisoisgoingtocryifyouhurthim,

infactiknowhispattern...Wagongalathenhe

comesbackfeelingguilty,heapologisesandlife

goeson.Youwon'tgettodothatwithOdirile...That

manisdangerous.

Fefe:Ican'tbelieveyouwantmetochoosean

unreliablemanwhowillwalkawayfrom mewhen

I'm atmyworst.Odirileisthemostsupportiveman

I'veevermet,istillgetmysalarybutihaven'tbeento

workinover6months,evenaftermisusinghis

moneyhestilldidn'tkickmeoutofthecompany,do

youthinkThamisowouldhavedonethat?Hewould

havelongkickedmeout...Thishouseisbeingpaid

byOdirileindirectly.Ididn'tevenknowihadsomuch

moneyinmyaccount,mysalaryhasbeengettingin

withoutfailureandI'm leftwithafewmonthsthen

I'm buyingacar.Thamisoisrichbutinevertaste

anythingfrom hispocket...Heneverevendoesmy

hair...Odirilehasadarksideyes,iadmitthatbutit's

justaplaceheputshisfearsandpanics...Ithinkit

wasacopingmechanism becausehehasbeen



throughalotanditdoesn'tmeanhecankillanyone.

Hecan'tbelikeThamisotheycomefrom different

backgrounds,hehadtoprovideforhisfamilysohe

isusedtotakingcontrol.Hecan'tcrybecausehe

hasbeenthroughworse.(sighed)Whendidyoufall

forThamiso?

MmagweFefe:SinceIfoundoutheisweak...The

correctwordissoft,heissoft.Lookatyourfather..

Heneverbothersme.Don'tyouwantamanlikethat?

Fefesighedandturnedaway,shewasdone

justifyingherself..

Fefe:I'm resting..

Hermotherwalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

AtThamiso'sHouse...



MeanwhileThamisosatontheedgeofthepoolwith

hisfeetinthewater,Foxhoppedoutofthepooland

satnexttohim...

Fox:Igetyou,youdon'thavetogivereasonsijust

wouldn'twanttoshareawomanwithaguyhissize,

thattimeinthepoolhewasn'tevenerect,canyou

imaginewhatit'slikesharingwithhim?

Thamiso:(sighed)Hesayshesleptwithher...

Waitsethisisfrustrating,I'm startingtoquestionif

DIDisreal...Hasanyblackpersoneverhaditorits

justanexcusetohaveusboth.Itcouldbeawhite

people'sconditionforalliknow.

Fox:Well,let'ssayDIDisrealandindeedRiriloves

you..Don'tyouthinkhavingthespiritualhealingget

ridofherwouldmakeFefedumpyou?Imeanshe

wasdonewithyou.You'reluckyyourdadpulledthat

stuntandsentOdiriletoprisonwhichstressedher

outandprobablytriggeredaswitchtoRiriwhothen

foughtforyou.I'm justsaying



Thamisolookedathim thoughtfully...

Thamiso:Youhaveapointsoineedtogetridofthis

guy.Hekilledmygrandfather

Fox:Youwanttorelyonaconvictedkiller's

accusations?

Thamiso:Hehasnoreasontolie.Whatmotivedoes

Scavengerhavetokillmygran?ButOdirilecouldn't

gostraightformyfather,thatwouldbetooobvious...

Hesentamessagethroughmygran.Icheckedon

Scavengerandhisstoryisstraightforwardthatday.

SoOdirilemusthavesomehowluredgran

somewherebycallinghim...Ineedthephone

recordssoicantraceallthenumbersthatcalled

him thatmorning.

Fox:Pearlworksforthenetworkproviderandshe

hasaccesstothoserecords.They'reonlyreleased

withacourtordersoshecan'tprintforyoubutshe

canverballytellyouwhocalledhim inthemorning.

Shecheckstherecordsandthencheckswhose

namesareregisteredtothatnumber.



Thamiso:Good,cometalktoher.Shelikesyou

Fox:Actuallyshehasacrushonyou,shewon't

refuse.Nnaarekebuathatagaketagilwe

Thamisodialedher...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningOdirilewalkedinhisofficeholding

aglassofwhiskyandclosedthedoor,hewalkedto

thedeskandsatdownthoughtfully...

HeclickedonFefe'spictureandstaredather

withoutanyfacialexpressions,thensheclickedon

Fefe'soldpicturesandstoppedatapictureofthe

twins...HestaredatRiri'spictureandrealisedhe

neverreallypaidmuchattentiontoRiriwhilethese

girlsweregrowingup...itwasasifshedidn'texist...

Whatwasthelastmemoryhehadofher?,hesighed

thatwasalongtimeagothough...Ok,Riricouldride



horses,actuallyshecoulddoalotofhardworkwhile

Fefewastheshyreservedtwin...Hestilldidn't

understandwhyFefefeltsoguiltyaboutRiri'sdeath

becauseshewasmugged.Hepickedhisphoneand

dialedBans...

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,kantegolohalewasn'tRirimugged?What

reallyhappened?Iwasn'tinMaunwhenithappened.

Bans:Fefewenttochurch,youknowhowsheused

tolikediallnightmmealemonnye,shefeltsleepy

andaskedmetocomegether.Iwasatworksoshe

saidshe'dwalk,icalledRiriandtoldherFefewas

comingandthatsheshouldn'tlockthedoorsince

shesleepslikeadeadperson.Ririwasreallyworried

abouther,weallknewFefeosemataokabetswake

bathoorgetrapedsoRiriwenttogethersothey

couldwalktogetherthinkingifthey'retwothey'llbe

safe.

Odirile:Ririkanaistheoldesttwin,iremembernow

(laughed)ShewasprotectivewhenitcomestoFefe



Bans:Yeah,ontheirwaybacktheygotattacked.She

toldFefetorunandgethelpwhileshefoughtoff

threeguys.

Odirile:Eish,verytragicwaitse...Theywereyoung

kana

Bans:Yeah..

Odirile:SokantejaanongkgangkaThamisoleRiri

keengbecausebythatageIdoubttheyhadstarted

boys.

Bans:Ririwenttoasciencefair,publicschoolsmet

privateschoolsforcompetitions.That'swheni

startedhearingthem talkaboutsomeboyshemet

atthefair,Ririnneabalabalasosheusedtowrite

Thamiso'snameeverywhereinthehousebutthat

wasthat..Theywerejustkids.Gaisebannele

chanceyagojola,idoubtThamisodidanythingwith

Riributiknowtheytalked...Whyareyouasking?

Odirile:Justtryingtounderstandallthese...

Therewasaknockatthemaindoor



Odirile:(stoodup)Alright,thanks

Hehungupandopenedthedoor,Thamisowalkedin

thenODstuckhisheadoutcheckingifhewasalone.

Heneededtouphissecurity,howdoidiotsjustwalk

inlikethis...

Thamiso:Incaseyou'rethinkofmakingme

disappearitoldeveryoneI'm comingtoyourhouse.

Odirile:Whatdoyouwant?

Thamiso:Igotmygrandfather'sphonerecords.I

nowknowthatsomeonecalledhim thatmorning..

Odirile:(calmly)Am Isupposedtoaskwho?Cause

I'm sureitwasn'tme.

Thamiso:Youdid..



Odirilelookedatthelockandlookedbackat

Thamisothoughtfullyasalittlefrownbegun

betweenhiseyebrows...

Thamiso:Iknowwhatyou'rethinking,yourkiller

instinctsareprobablykickinginbutFoxhas

everything...IjustwantyoutoleaveFefealonethen

wecanallforgetthiseverhappened.

*

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#64

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirilelookedathim forasecondthenhenoticed

Thamisolostmostoftheweightandtonedup,this

explainedthesuddenconfidence....Sorichboyhas

beentrainingandprobablylisteningtomotivational

videos.Lordwhatatemptation...wasthisatest?

Odirile:Getoutofmyhouse.

Thamisowasclearlytakingchanceshopinghe

personallyknewthepersonthatthenumberwas

registeredtoo...Whowouldrememberthenamesof

alostandfoundIDfrom Facebookanyways.

Thamiso:I'm offeringyouachancetofreedom...



Odirile:(sighed)Listentome,don'tevercomehere,

doyouhearme?Getout..

Thamiso:Rachel,whoisshe?Issheyoursidechick

orwhat?

Odirile:Getoutofmyhouse.I'm notplayingwith

you..

Thamiso:Sheisgoingtotellmeeverythingand

you'regoingtolosethistrashyoucallacompany.

Youdon'tevenhavenothingtofallbackon,ke

ipotsagoreoikantsengengbecausenkareyour

fatherisalsoyouremployee.You'renotthatbig...

Youcan'traiseuptomystandard.Fefeismywife

andwearegettingmarriedincommunityofproperty,

youknowwhatthatmeans?Iownyourcompanyso

ifyouknowbetteryou'dscratchhernameoffyour

companybecauseonceshebecomesmywifeI'll

ownapartofyourcompany.

Odirileglaredathim andclenchedhisjawstryingnot

toloseit.Hiseyesdroppedonthetablewherehe

wasslicingasteakontheplateearlier...ButthenNo!



Ifitsnotplanneditendsbadly.

Odirile:Themonaakootswemontungyame...O

batakerengkante?

Thamiso:I'm tryingtotalktoyou.

Odirilepickedtheknifeandgrabbedhim bytheneck

from behindputtingaknifeonhisneck.Thamiso

droppedthephoneandstruggledtryingtoremove

Odirile'shandfrom hisneckashechoked...

Thamiso:Letgoofme

Thamisoelbowedhim onthestomachandturned

aroundwithapunchthatlandedaboveOdirile'seyes.

Odirilerubbedthescratchandlookedathishand

thenhebithislipandpunchedhim belowtheear,

Thamisofellonthecouchandlaidthere

unconscious..



Odirile:Ohshit!

Hewalkedinthekitchenandgrabbedaropethenhe

tiedhishandsandlegs,hesatbesideshim andput

histhumbonthephonetounlockhisphonethenhe

clickedonhismessageswithFefe...

Whydidithurtthatshewassolovingtohim,he

turnedandlookedathim lyingthereunconscious.

HegrabbedhisTshirtandtiedhim aroundthe

mouththenheremovedthethumbscanandsethis

ownfaceasascreenlock.

Hesteppedoutandwalkedtothecarwherehe

reversedanddraggedhim inthebootthenheclosed

andparkedthecarnicely.

HegotinThamiso'scaranddroveoff.



AtThamiso'sHouse...

MinuteslaterOdirilestoppedthecarandpressed

theremote,hesighedwaitingforthegatetoopen

thenFoxsentamessage...

Fox:Update,yougood?

Heclickedonthemessageandreadtheirprevious

messagestogetgripoftheirmantomantone.

"Thamiso":Yeah,wegood.

Fox:Areng?

"Thamiso":Heagreedtoleaveher.

Fox:Lethim gosleepsomeone'selse.Wapekaa

lerete.



Odirileshookhisheadanddrovethrough,heparked

inthegarageandsteppedout.Helockedupand

walkedoutpressinghisphone..heclickedonCocos

pictureswithBellathenheforwardedthem toFefe...

Butthenfrom theirmessagestheguydidn'tsleep

withCoco.Fefewouldneverbelievethatthough...

Guiltstruckhim thenhedeletedthepicturesand

sighedputtingthephoneinhispocketthenhe

stoppedataxi....

AtFefe'sHouse...

LaterthatnightFefeslowlygotupandsatonthe

bedyawning,shelookedatthetimeanditwas

before8pm...Bellawalkedinthebedroom thenshe

gaspedandpickedherupputtingherbesides..

Fefe:Heybaby!Howareyou?

Bella:I'm fine..

Fefe:Canyousingforme?Iwantallthesongsyou



know...

Bellasangforherwhileshefixedherhairthenthey

tookabath,Sheputonashortdressandwalkedout

holdingBella'shandwhilehermothersweptthe

livingroom...

Her:Whereareyougoing?

Fefe:(laughed)TakingBellatoherfather'shouse..

Her:You'reinagoodmood,ithoughtyouhatedthat

dressbecauseitsshort

Fefe:(smiledandlookedatherself)Really?Ikindof

likeit.Bye

Her:Bye

ShewalkedtowardsthegatedialingThamiso...

AtOdirile'sHouse...



MeanwhileOdirilesatbehindthecaronthechair

whileThamisolaidinthebootofthecartied...

Thamiso:Untiemyhands,iwon'trun...I'm not

comfortable

Odirile:Ourgirliscallingyou...

Thamiso:Letmetalktoher

Odirile:No.

Hecutthecallandtexted..

"Thamiso":Busy,what'sup?

Fefe:JustbringingBellaover ialsothinkwehave

alotofcatchingup

Heturnedthephoneandshowedhim...



Odirile:LookslikeRirimissedyou..

Thamiso:Canwemakeadeal?YouletmegoandI

dosomethingforyou.

Odirile:No,you'respendinganightinthebootso

youcanseeI'm serious.

Hetyped..

"Thamiso":Kindofbusydear.I'm outwithfriends.I'll

seeyouonSundayorMonday.

Fefe:I'm alreadyinthetaxi,I'm onmywaytoyour

house.Comeback

Thamiso:IsaidI'm busyOfentse!I'm busy!

Heswitchedoffthephoneandsighedthenhe

sighed.Odiriletookouthisphoneanddialedher..

Fefe:Hello?



Odirile:Hi,justthinkingaboutyou.What'sup?

Fefe:I'm atthemall,headinghome

Odirile:I'm comingtodropyouoff.

Fefe:No,it'sfine.

Odirile:(softly)Riri?

Her:(emotionally)Yeah?

Odirile:Keetautwa?

Her:Um...OK...Ican'tbelieveyoujustcalledme

that..Kehastopong.

Odirile:Alright,holdon.

HehungupandsighedthenhetiedThamiso's

mouthagain...

Odirile:Ihaveafewthingstodo.Ifyoumakenoise

orkickanythingI'm goingtoputyoubehindthe

housethewholenight.Otaalalaopopometseko

moragogantuseramesehelelamogowena.



Cheers..

Heclosedhim inthebootthenhewenttoget

dressedandjumpedbackinthecar...

Atthestop...

MeanwhileRiristoodbycarryingBellaonthesideof

herhip,Odirilepulledoverandrolleddownthe

windowsmiling,shegotinthebackandputBellaon

herlap.

Odiriledrovethoughtfully,FefealwaysputBellain

thebackbutattimesshe'dsitintheback,nowhe

understoodwhy.Headjustedthemirrorandlooked

ather...

Odirile:Igotyousomethingyoulike...



Hehandedheralittlegiftthenshesmiledand

openedit,hermouthdroppedthenshesmiled..

Her:Wheredidyougetthis?Itcouldn'thavebeen

easytofindit.

*

*

*

*
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AtOdirile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRiristoodbythemirrorlookingat

herneckadmiringhernecklacethensheturnedand

lookedatOdirilewhilehelaidonthebedobserving

her..

Riri:(smiledblushing)Ilikeit...

Odirile:(smiled)You'rewelcome...

Riri:Whereisyoursister?

Odirile:Shewenttoschool,didyouforget?

Riri:Oh,OK..

Ririturnedbacktothemirrorandsmiledlookingat

herneckthenshecrawledovertohim andsatonhis



stomach,hesmiledandheldherwaist...

Riri:Thanksforthis...Itsbeenawhilesinceigotany

present.

Odirile:(smiled)Thereismorewherethatcame

from...

Riri:Canispendanight?

Odirile:Surebabe...

Hereachedupandpulledherheaddowntohislips

andkissedhercheek,thenheflippedherdownand

gotontopofher,helookedinhereyesandslowly

leanedoverforakiss...Heknewshe'dturnherhead

awayasusualwheninthis"mood"butthistimeshe

closedhereyesandpartedherlipsreadytoreceive

hiskiss,hepausedaninchawayfrom herlipsand

lookedatherthenhekissedhersoftlyandunzipped

hispants...

AtThamiso'sfather's...



MeanwhileThamiso'smotherandsisterstoodby

thekitchencounterchoppingvegetablesforalate

nightdinner...

Sister:DIDisn'tactuallythatbad...Thereareworse

mentaldisorderslikeparanoidschizophreniaor

bipolar,thosecanreachapointofnocontrol...There

areseverecasesbutDIDishonestlynotbad..

Mother:Ifyousayso..

Sister:IworkedwithDIDpatient,they'rehonestly

interestingpeople.Mostundiagnosedpeopleare

believedtobemoody...Itappearsasmoodyyesbut

itsnot,itsjustpersonalitiesswitching...oneminute

they'rejollythenextthey'renot...Onetimetheylike

riceandtheothertheydon't...Youjusthaveto

acceptthem asamoodyperson.Whentheydon't

feelliketalkingtoyouthenyoujuststayoutoftheir

way...DIDismanageable.Itsonlyaproblem ifthe

personalitiesarefightingoneanotherinherhead

thenshemightstarttalkingoutloudorbangher



headandthingslikethat..

Mother:Mmegasebotsenwajobomaswemaswe...

Bonalematantabeletso

Sister:Yeah,shehasbeenthroughalottota...I

rememberthattimewhenyouandyourfavourite

daughterwerebutcheringherforlyingaboutthe

baby'sfather...Itmusthavebeenhorrible,andnow

thisagain.Herwholelifeisjustacircus.DIDisa

rareconditionanditpicksherofallpeople...

Mother:Oh,helpmepickagiftforher....Thamiso

saidherbirthdayiscomingup...Ormaybeweshould

throwherasurpriseparty?Justtomakeherfeel

welcomed.Iknowinlawscanbedifficultandnna

totaiwastheworstbutiwanthertowarm uptome.

Her:Ok,ihavesomethinginmind..

Theycarriedoncookingwhiletheoldmanwatched

TVsittingonthecouch,hetookouthisphoneand

dialedThamisobuttherewasnoanswer.



AtAsa'sHouse...

MeanwhileinGaboroneAsaclosedherlaptopand

yawnedherwaybacktobedwhereshelaiddown

anddialedOdirilebuttherewasnoanswerthenshe

dialedhermother...

Mother:Hello?

Asa:Hi,haveyoutalkedtoOdirile?

Mother:Notreally,why?

Asa:MamakanaOdirileisstillstuckonOfentse,

imaginesheisgettingmarried...Mosadia

ntsheditswemagadi.Ithinkyoushouldtellpapato

talktohim beforeheendsupdoingsomethinghe'll

regret.

Mother:Hisfatherwilltalktohim

Asa:Heisavoidingmycallsbecauseheknowswhat

iwanttosay.IthinkhethoughtFefewillchoosehim

whenshegetsout,butihearsheispregnant.

RayangOdirileatswemogoFefe,Thamiso'sfamily



isdangerousandidon'twanthim togethurt.

Herphonerang...

Asa:Keyowaletsa

Mother:Ok,bye

Shehungupandpicked...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

MeanwhileOdirilewalkedinthekitchenandslowly

closedthedoorsohewouldn'twakeFefeinthe

bedroom.

Odirile:Yeah

Asa:Rememberwhenyouwerescoldingme?



Odirile:Whatdidido?

Asa:Isawyourstatus..Howdoyoupostanother

man'swifeonyourbed?Whereismybrother

becauseyou'redefinitelynotbehavinglikethe

brotheriknow

Odirile:Sasayoudon'tunderstand..

Asa:Yesidon't!Thisfamilyhascostyousomuch

already!Theysentyoutoprisonandyouwantto

crossthem again?Can'tyoufindanotherwoman?

Somanywomenwantyou,evenmyschoolmates

wantyou...Whenipostyourpictureevenmy

enemieslikemystatusandcallmetheirlove..Gao

kakewaregaobonebanyanaOdirile

Odirile:(sighedcalmly)Sasawaitseketshabago

omangwaakerr?

Asa:Gaotshabe,haneotshabankabeosadirejalo.

Youknowirespectyouandican'tjusttalktoyou

likethisunlessit'simportant.IknowI'm youngbutif

yourespectmeandbelieveinthewomanI've

becomepleasestop...

Odirile:Idon'tfeelsogoodwhenthewomeninmy



lifescoldme...Sorry

Asa:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Odirile:KedirilengwanakogoFefekana

Asa:Jesuswhat?

Odirile:Yeah,andshelovesme...It'scomplicated.

Nobodycanunderstand,I'llexplaintomorrow...It's

lateandidon'twanttowakeher

Asa:Ok,night

Odirile:Goodnight

Hehungupandwalkedbacktothebedroom...

Intheboot...

MeanwhileinsidethebootThamisolaidonhisback

withhishandsandlegstied,wouldanyoneeven

believehim?Thisseemedlikesomethingthatwould

onlyhappeninmovies...Asaformerpoliceofficer



howdoyouexplainbeingoverpoweredbyasecurity

guard,theworstthingaboutbeingmadeafoolis

havingtoexplainthewholethingwiththehopethat

noonewilllaughatyou.

Afterbeinginhereforhourshewasn'tsureifitwas

dayornightbutonethingisforsurethisguywould

notbelinkedtoFefe,notafterthisbehaviour.He

wasdoneplayingnice...hetookadeepbreathand

sighedthoughtfullyuntilhedozedoff...

ThenextmorningthebootopenedthenOdirile

pokedhim withafork...

Odirile:Morning...

Thamisoopenedhiseyesandlookedathim then

Odirileuntiedhim andhelpedhim out.



Odirile:You'refreetogo,ifthisdoesn'tshowyou

thatiwantyoutostayawayfrom methennothing

will.

Thamiso:WhereisFefe?I'm notleavingwithouther

Odirile:Sheissleeping.Youneedtoleave..

ThamisolookedatthehouseandlookedatOdirile

asheclosedthebootthenheranintothehouseand

lockedthedoor.

Hewalkedintothebedroom whereheknockedand

walkedin.Fefegotupstartledandfrownedlooking

athim...

Thamiso:Odiriletiedmeupandleftmeintheboot

overnight..Ijustescaped

Fefequicklyputonhergownandlookedoutthe

window...



Fefe:Youwereinthebootthewhilenight?

Thamiso:Yes..wait,ihopethisdoesn'tsoundstupid

butwhoareyou?

Fefe:It'sFefe,it'sme...Whyareyouasking?

Thamiso:Nevermind.Let'sgo,thisguyis

dangerous...Ican'tleaveyoubehind.Thisisn'ta

joke...Bellaisindanger...You'renotevensupposed

tobehere,wehaven'ttalkedtoourparents.

FefeputonherclotheswhileThamisopickedhis

daughterthenheopenedthemaindoor,Odirile

walkedinandlookedather.

Odirile:Iknowhowthislooks

Fefe:Lockingsomeoneintheboot?Really?

Odirile:heprovokedmeandireacted

Fefe:AndnowI'm reactingtoyourviolence!



SheturnedaroundandwalkedoutasThamiso

followedher.Helockedthedoorandsighedsitting

down...Yeahhewasn'tgoingafterherthistime,not

whenshecomeswiththetemptationofkilling

Thamiso.Atleasthehadgoodbyesex!

*

*

*

*
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Atthetaxistop...

ThamisofinishedtalkingtoFoxandhungup...

Thamiso:Don'tgetataxi,Foxisonhisway

Fefe:SowhatwereyoudoingatOdirile'shousein

thefirstplace?

Thamiso:Iwantedtotalktohim aboutthiswhole

thing.

Fefe:AfterarguingattheDrPerry'sOffice?Youtwo

couldn'tholdadecentconversationandyouthought

goingtohishousewouldbeideal?

Thamiso:Wehavetalkedbefore,ididn'tknowthings

wouldbethatbad...

Fefe:I'm trulygoingthroughthemostconfusing



timeinmylifeandidon'tneedthiskindofdramato

stressme.I'm pregnantandnowithinkit'sbesti

juststayawayfrom bothofyou.

Thamiso:Iknowthatinyourmindyouthinkit's

realistictoexpectmetobeOKwithyoubeingwith

OdirilebutI'm not.Iactuallyfeellikeyou'recheating

onme,itdoesn'tmatterwhatconditionihaveit

shouldn'thurtyou.Nothingjustifiescheating

Fefe:Justlikenothingjustifiedmecheatingon

Odirilewithyouwhileyourparentsputhim injail.

Thamisokeptquietandlookedatherthenhiseyes

droppedtoherneck..

Thamiso:Thisnecklacelookscheap,likesomething

thatwouldmakeyourskinitch.

Shetouchedherneckconfusedandthoughtfully

paused.Foxpulledoverandtheygotin...



AtFefe'sHouse....

MinuteslaterFefewalkedinthehousewhile

Thamisofollowedhercarryingtheirdaughter...

Helaidheronthecouchandpushedherhairoffher

facebeforeturningbacktoFefe,heheldbothofher

handsandlookedinhereyes...

Thamiso:Iknowyou'regoingthroughalot,butour

daughterdeservesbetter...Wehavebeenthrougha

lot...Thebabyswitchingturnedourlivesupside

down...I'm notsayingthisbecauseidon'tbelieve

youhaveDID,trytounderstandme...Youhaveto

makeupyourmindandtakecontrolofyourlife.You

can'thaveirbothways.Thisistherealworld,it'snot

imaginary.Iwon'tshareawomanwithOdirileofall

men,notthatanyguywouldbeOKbutijustcan't.

Youhavetotellmeifyouwantmetobeheresowe

dealwithDIDtogetherasamarriedcoupleornot.I

wasafraidtobedumpedbutafterspendingthe



nightinabootithinkI'm readyforanything...Please

letmeknowwhatyourdecisionis.I'lltalktomy

fatherandtellhim theweddingisover.

Fefetookadeepbreathandsighedthensheturned

awayandscratchedherscalp,hermotherwasright

aboutsoftspokenguys...DidOdirilejustlock

someoneinthebootandjustgotobedlikenothing

happened?Whywasthismansocoldhearted?This

wasveryscary...

Thamisosteppedoverandhuggedherfrom behind

astheystoodthere..

Thamiso:ButifyouchoosetobewithOdirilemake

sureyoudon'tmakemistakes,atleastiwalkedaway

whentheevidencesaidyoucheatedandhad

anotherman'schild,canyouimaginewhathewould

havedone?



"WhenevidencesaidsoOdirilewastheonlyperson

intheworldwhobelievedyou,I'm justsaying.Idon't

knowwhythisguysoundssostupid.Ican'tbelievei

evenlikedhim withhispoorbedperformance"Fefe

shookherheadtryingnottohearRiri'shead.

Thamisofrownedandtouchedhercheek...

Thamiso:AreyouOK?Areyouhearingvoices?

Fefe:Yeah...

Thamiso:They'renotreal,it'sabouttimewestart

convincingyouthey'renotreal..

Fefe:NowI'm abletotellthoughattimesijustend

upreplyingoutloudandlookingstupid.

Thamiso:You'renotstupid...

Hepulledhercloserandhuggedherasshelaidher

headonhishead.

Thamiso:Ihavetogotakecareofafewthingsthen



I'llcomeoversowecantalkaboutthewedding.

Fefe:Ok

Thamiso:Youhaven'tcommentedonwhatisaid

aboutusandOdirile..

Fefe:Iwantyou...Ifyoucanacceptthebaby.

Thamiso:(touchedherbump)Iloveyouwith

everythingyoucomewith.Howisthe15thforthe

weddingday?

Fefe:It'sperfect!

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalkedout.

Sheclosedthedoorandsighedsittingdown."Ithink

imighthavejudgedOdiriletoosoon,theguyhasa

darksideyesbutlet'slookathowmuchhehas

changedourlivesinsuchashortperiodoftime.He

managedtoexplaintheunexplainableandhegotus

help."Fefestoodupwithoutrespondingtothe

voicesinherhead,shegrabbedherpillsanddrunk.

"That'soverdosing,you'repregnantyoushouldn't

overdose"



ShequietlybeguncleaningwhileRiri'svoicewenton

andonuntilshecouldn'thearher.Shegrabbedher

phoneandlaidonthebedgoingthroughwedding

dresses,hermemorieswentbacktoOdirile,tears

filledherheartandsheputherphonedown...Why

didhehavetobethat,imeanthatgoodpersonality

ruinedbyacoldheart,Whatifheactuallykillsher

oneday..Thamisoisagoodpick,asaferchoice...

Notthemostlovedbutsafer...Shetookadeep

breathandsighedthenshecarriedonsearchingfor

dresses...

AtThamiso'sfather's....

LaterthatmorningThamisoknockedonhisfather's

office...

Him:Hi,

Thamiso:Hi,Fefeandiwanttogetmarriedonthe



15th

Him:Youjustlostyourgrandfather

Thamiso:Yeahbutitwillbeaftereverything.We

don'twanttowait.

Him:Ok,I'lltalktotheelders.

Thamiso:AboutAsa'spregnancy

Him:Pleasedon't...You'vejudgedmeenough...Yes!

Yes!Iwantedthatbabyabortedbecausethatgirl

wasgoingtoblackmailme..Ididn'twanttohurtyour

motherbecausesheisfaithfultome..Ididn'twant

todestroyallthee.Ihiredscavengerandhebought

herpills.Heputthem insideherandithappened...It

wascruelbutitwasjustafetus...I'm notperfect!I'm

not!Iknowyou'reangrywithmeandthat'sfin-

Thamiso:I'm not,Ijustdon'tunderstand...Whydid

hehaveinsertthem downthereinsteadoffeeding

her?

Him:Sheprobablyrefusedtodrinkthem.

Thamiso:Isee,ok.Letmegohomeandtakea

shower,ispentanightintheboot.Odirilelockedme



inlastnight

Him:What?

Thamiso:Don'tworry,I'm fine.Iwasjustwondering.

Ireallyhopeyou'redonewithherbecauseyou

underestimatedOdirile,heismoredangerousthan

youknow.

Him:Iknow,Iknowhekilledyourgrandfatherijust

can'tproveit.

Thamiso:Andwewillneverproveit.Hegotoutaway

withtheperfectmurder.

Him:I'm reallygladwecanholdaconversationlike

this..

Thamiso:(smiled)Yeah...Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout...

AtODSecurityservices...



LaterthatafternoonOdirilesteppedoutofthecar

andclosedthedoorwhilehisfatherwipedthecar

dashboard...Helockedthecarandsighedthenhe

walkedovertohisfathernotsurehowtostarta

conversationaboutawoman...

Odirile:Dumelang...

Him:Hello?

Odirileleanedagainstthecarandputhishandsin

thepockets...Howdopeopletalktotheirfathers

aboutsuchembarrassingthings..

Hisfatherturnedandlookedathim,somethingwas

definitelywrongbuttherewasnothinghewouldn't

becomfortabletotalkaboutexceptagirl...

Him:Whatdidshedo?



Helookeddownandswallowedspeechless...

Him:What'syourproblem?Doigetangryatyou

whenyousaysomethingaboutwomen?Whyaren't

youcomfortabletalkingtome?You'regoingtokill

someoneifyoudon'tlearntocommunicateand

shareyourthoughts.Godidimalagagothuse,it

makesthatangerdoubleandthenwhenyouplan

somethingyouwon'tstopuntilit'stoolate...

Odirile:Iwouldneverhurtawomanletaloneslap

her,unlessI'm slappingherduringsexforsexual

pleasurebuthelahelaicanneverdothat..

Him:Sowhat'stheproblem?

Hetookoutanenvelopefrom hispocketand

handedhisfather.

Hisfatherthewthecleaningclothoverthecarand

read...



Him:Sheisgivingbackyoursharesbecausesheis

marryingthatspoiltbrat?

Odirile:Yes,shedidn'tevencallme...Shesignedthat

andsentit...(sighed)iclosedhim inthebootofmy

carbecausehewouldn'tleavemealone.Ibegged

him toleavebuthewouldn'tleave,hejustwenton

andonabouthowI'm nothing.

Him:Well,sometimeslovingsomeoneisletting

them gosotheycanbehappy.Iwantyoutoleave

heralone...Andhim too.

Odirile:Iwanttokillhim...Becauseiknowheis

goingtohurther...Iknowheisgoingtodisappoint

her,Fefeneedsspecialattentionbecauseshehasa

mentalconditionthatifeeliunderstandmorethan

everyone.Hisfamilythinkssheiscrazyandhe

thinkshecanfixherinsteadofhelpingherlivewith

herconditionbecauseitdoesn'thaveacure.DIDis

likeschizophrenia,youhearvoicesthataren'treal

butthey'rerealtoyoubecausethebrainisthemost

vitalorganoflife.Iknowthatwhenhecan'tstand

herconditionheisgoingtohurther...Mydaughteris

inthemiddleofittoo...Sheisherstomachwhile



they'redoingallthis.

Him:Giveherthespacesheneeds.Themost

importantthingyoucandoforawomanyoulove

whenshedumpsyouistoleavepeacefully.Real

mendon'tharassawomanorhermanwhenthey

getdumped.Yougo,ithurtsbutyoukeepgoing.

Odirile:Idon'tthinkI'lleverloveanyoneelse

Him:Youdon'thavetosoquickly,youcanjustgo

outwithwomenjusttoseetheirpersonalitiesbefore

choosingtheone.Youtellthem you'restill

recoveringfrom aheartbreakandyou'retakingit

slow.

Theoldmanhadapoint,sothisiswhatitfeltliketo

talkaboutagirl...Itwasn'tbadatall...Actuallyhe

feltlighternow,Thamisowasn'tworththeriskof

prisonandlosinghiscompany.Hehadadaughterto

providefor,andhetrulyneededtoworkharderso

hisdaughterwouldn'tbelookeddownonbythis

guysdaughter.Ifhehadthissuperiormentalityhe

wouldsurelyinstilthatonBellaabouthisdaughter.



Hesmiledthoughtfullyandchuckled...Sunshine

wouldbeaperfectnameforher...Shewasthelight

inhislife,thesanityandthemotivation...

AtFefe'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonThamisoknockedonthedoor,

Fefeopenedthedoorandsighedsleepy,hestepped

inandkissedher...

Thamiso:Thisbabyismakingyouglow...

Hekissedherandledhertothebedroom wherehe

closedthedoorandkissedher,shelaidonthebed

ashegotontopandkissedher,shegentlypulled

downherpantiesandkissedher...

Thamiso:Imissedyou...



Shekissedhim back,turnsoutmen'sbreathsare

totallydifferentandhavingtoswitchbackto

Thamiso'sbreathwasn'tverycomfortable.He

slippedtwoofhisfingersinsideherandkissedher

asshegaspedandgrabbedhiswrist...

Thamiso:(whispered)Relaxbabe..Iloveyou,i

missedyou...

Sherelaxedashekissedher,heslidouthisfingers

andrubbedherclitthenheunzippedhispants...He

slippedhisfingersdeeperinsideheragainandshe

gaspedflinching...

Wasthisguytryingtobedominantinbedbecause

thiswasn'thowOdiriledidit,thishurtalot.He

pausedandlookedather...

Thamiso:AreyouOK?

Fefe:Don'tputyourfingersinsideme,it's



uncomfortable

Thamiso:I'm sorry...Itwon'thappenagain...Letme

bringyousomethingfrom thecar...

Hegrabbedherpantiesandhelpedhergetdressed..

Thamiso:Broughtyouafewthings...

Hewalkedoutthenshesighedandpickedherphone,

shehadamessage.

Odirile:Isawthecompanydocuments.Thankyou.I

stillloveyou,congratulationsonthewedding.I'lltry

movingon.Ipromiseiwon'tbeadifficultbaby

daddy,I'llrespectyourmarriageandfocusonmy

daughter.I'lltrymybesttokeepupwithThamiso's

standards,bothdaughterswillattendpreschool,

Sunshinewillhaveeverythingsheneeds.Youwon't

havetofeelbadforher.



Fefe:Thanks.Sorryforbreakingyourheart.Ihaveto

dowhat'sbestformylife.Ican'tstandadangerous

person.

Odirile:Gaobategothaloganyagorrkedirisitsweke

engbutiunderstandandI'm sorry.Keamogelagore

kethadilwe,gagobonolommeketaatwaela.Enjoy

yourday.

Sheputherphonedownandsighedlayingonthe

bed.Thamisowalkedinsmilingandputthefruits

andvegetablesonthebed...

Shegrabbedthegrapesandbeguneatingthenher

mothercalled...

Fefe:Hello?

Her:Thedoctorisheretoseeyou

Fefe:Mmeidon'twantdoctors,itoldyouI'm afraid

todoit.Whatifilosethebaby?Howwillilivewith

myself?



Thamisograbbedthephoneandanswered...

Thamiso:Dumelang

Her:Hellomyboy

Thamiso:I'lldriveherover,itoldherweshouldbe

goingtothechurchestooandfindhelp.

Her:Exactly,thankyou.

Thamiso:Wewillbethereinanhourandtwo.

Hehungupandpulledherupasshesmiledlazily.

Thamiso:Let'sgo..Wecanrestoreourlovebackto

itsoriginalstatebeforethebabyswitching.Imissus

andthefunwehad...

Shesmiledandgotdressedthenheledouttothe

carwhereheopenedthedoorforher,hegotinand



droveoff...

FOURHOURSLATER...

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#67

InShorobe(smallvillageoutsideMaun)...

InasmallthatchedhutFefekneltinthemiddleof

thehutwhilehermotherandThamisosatonthe

othersideofthehousewatching.

Thedoctorgrabbedhisflywhiskandwhiskeditover

Fefe'sshoulderswhilethedoctorsassistantbeatthe

drum betweenhisthighs.Heclosedhiseyesand

flinchedmutteringanddancingtothebeat...

Thedoctorstoppeddancingandstoodtherewithhis

eyesclosed...

Doctor:Ririisabeautifulyoungwoman...Iseeher...



Fefelookedathim doubtfully,shehadhadenough

ofthesefakepeople...

Doctor:Sheiswearingabeautifuldressandsheis

standingbehindOfentse...Sheisscared.Sheisin

tears...Ofentsedon'topenyoureyes...Allofyou...

Don'topenyoureyes.Fefepleasetalktoher...Say

yourgoodbyesbecausesheisleaving...

Fefe:Ican'tseeherorhearher

Doctor:Iknow..

Heheldasackwithpiecesofbonesinsideinfront

ofher..

Doctor:Talktoherinsidethis...

Fefe:Thankyouforsavingmylife...Iwillforeverbe

gratefulforyoursacrificebutineedtobesanefor



mychildren'ssake.Iwanttoseeclearly...Pleasego

andrest,maybethereisanotherworldyoumust

crossoverto...maybetherearepeoplethereyoucan

relatetobecauseI'm livingandyou'redead.I'm

sorry..

Thedoctorclosedthesackandsteppedbackwhile

everyonekepttheireyesclosed.Thedrum beatgot

weirderasthedoctorhummedsomeweirdsong...

Doctor:Canitalktoyoualone?(toThamisoandher

mother)Pleasewaitoutside.Openyoureyes...

TheystoodupandwalkedoutsideasFefeopened

hereyesandlookedattheoldman.Hepulledhis

traditionalchairandsatdownlookingather...

Doctor:Iseeayoungmancarryingyourbabyintoa

grave...Yourunbornbabyisindanger...Ican'tsee

thefaceoftheyoungmanbutheiscarryingher



from youintoalittlegrave.Whocouldthisbe?Who

wouldwantthisbabyindanger?

Fefelookedathim reluctantly.Thesefakedoctors

alwayshaveastoryaboutpeoplebewitchingyouso

theycandivideyouandgetmoney...

Fefe:Idon'tknow,maybeitsherfather...Webroke

upandheisadangerousman.Iam notsurebuthe

istheonlydangerousmaniknowinmylife.

Doctor:Pleasebecareful...Someoneistryingtokill

thisbaby..Iseehandstakingherawayfrom youand

puttingherinthegrave.Iwanttotryagainandsee

howicanhelpbecausethebabyisnotmovingor

showinganysignoflife...That'snotgood...I'vedealt

withyoursisterspirit,itwasn'thardbecauseshe

wasn'tfightingbutnowiseeababywhoisjustlying

inthearmsofthisman...

Fefe'sheartbegunpounding,itwasthefearinthis



oldman'seyesandvoice...Hewasshakingand

sweating....

Doctor:Idon'tknowificanreversewhatI'm seeing

becauseiwasn'tevendealingwiththebabyiwason

yoursister'swonderingsoul.

Fefe:Canyouhelp?

Doctor:Icantry...ButI'm notmakinganypromises

becausethisvisionisnothinglikeI'veseenbefore...

Thedoctorclosedhisheadsweatingandshookhis

headwhileFefelookedathim confused.Hewaved

hisflywhiskaroundandstaggeredbackalmost

fallingashesupportedhimselfwiththewallthenhe

openedhiseyesandlookedather...

Doctor:Iam thekindofdoctorthatworkshandin

handwiththewesternmedicine.Idon'ttellpeoplei

cureHIVorcancersoidon'tthinkI'llhandlethis...I

knowthebabyisindistressbutidon'tthinkI'dbe



efficient.Canwegotothehospital?

Fefe:Now?

Doctor:Yes...

Fefe:Ok...

Hestoodupandcalledeveryoneinsidethenhe

sighedlookingatthem...

Doctor:ItoldherwhatI'm seeing,iseeaman

holdingababy...Thisnewbornbabyseemslifeless

andthismanisputtingherinagrave.Thiscould

meansomeoneistryingtosabotagethispregnancy

ormaybeI'm readingitwrong...

Thamiso'sheartskippedashelookedatFefe...

Doctor:Pleasegotothehospitalandcheckonthe

baby...Asforyoursistersheisgone...Sheiswith

me...Iwillguidehertotjerightpath.You'llnever



hearfrom heragain

Fefe:(doubtfully)Justlikethat?

Doctor:Yes,pleasegotothehospital..

Fefe:Howmuchdowepay?

Doctor:Idon'tgetpaid,igetthankedwithany

amount,youdon'tthankmenow...Youthankme

afteraweekofnothearingfrom her.

Fefe:Really?

Doctor:Yes,iknowyourfathersoiknowyouwon't

cheatme.Ijustwantyoutothankmeconfidently

becauseicantellyoudon'ttrustme.Idon'tblame

you,fakedoctorshavepaintedusbad.Pleasegoto

thehospital..

MmagweFefehandedhim P100andpickedherbag,

theyallwalkedoutandheadedtothecar.Fefe's

pantiesgotsoakedasshesatdownandclosedthe

doorthenshegotcramps...



Fefe:Iwonderwhatidrunkinthatcalabash,Ithink

I'm goingtogetsick.

Thamiso:Itsmelledkindofstrongtoo...

Fefe:Ihavecramps

MmagweFefe:Canyoustopcomplaining?Iknow

youdidn'twanttocomebutitrustthatoldman.He

wouldneverdoanythingtoputyouindanger.

Fefe:I'm justsayingihavecrampsandit'sgetting

painful.

Thamiso:Hisrevelationwasveryscarytoo...Aman

holdingthebaby?

Fefestoppedtalkingandobservedthepainsonher

abdomen...

Fefe:Thereissomethingwrongwithme,ithink

therewassomethingtoostronginthatcalabashcup.

Thamiso:Areyousure?



Fefe:Yes...Pleasedrivefaster...

Shebegunbreathinginandout,hermothershook

herheadindisbeliefandpaused,shenoticedFefe

wasn'tplayingandfrowned...

MmagweFefe:Isitlabour?

Fefeputherhandoverherpantiesandlookedatthe

bloodonherfinger,herheartpoundedasshelooked

atThamisowhospedup.

AtOdirile'sOffice....

Lateronstandingfrom thesecondfloorOdirile

sighedandstoodbytheglasslookingdown,apink

carpulledintotherecentlypaintedparkinglot...Pink

wasratherachildishcolourdidn'tshethink...Afoot

steppedoutwhilethedriverwasstillinsidethecar,



hepulledthedrawerandgrabbedhisbinoculars

thenhezoomeddownather...Ok,whatdowehave

here...shesteppedoutandgrabbedafewthingson

eachhand...Ohyeah,thebuildingmanagementhad

saidtheofficespacebelowhadfoundaclient...

Hezoomedonherfaceandsmiled,notbad.Heput

downthebinocularsandwalkedout...

Thiswasdefinitelythekindofdistractionheneeded,

herandownstairsandfollowedherasshewalked

towardsherofficespace...Shegreetedthebranding

workersandwalkedin..

Odirile:Hi...

Hewalkedinassheturnedaroundandsmiled,they

shookhandsashesmiled.



Odirile:Iam Odirile,Iworkupstairs

Her:I'm Sunshine

Odirile:(laughedsurprised)You'relying

Her:I'm serious,iknowit'sanawkwardname

Odirile:It'snot...Ilikeit..Ijustthoughtit'svery

uniqueandnobodywouldthinkofit.I'm goingtocall

mydaughterSunshine

Sunshine:(laughed)That'sgood...

Odirile:Isthisyourstore?

Sunshine:Yeah,I'm openingabeautyspa...Youcan

comein..

Theywalkedtoherofficewheresheputherthings

onthetable...

Odirile:It'saniceplace..Whathappensinabeauty

spa?I'veneverbeeninone.

Sunshine:(laughed)Anylovingmanshouldknow



whathappensinabeautyspa,wedomassages,

facials-

Odirile:I'llbringmygirlfriendherewhenigetone

Sunshine:(laughed)Nicetry,don'tdenyyour

girlfriendtryingtohitonme.Iknowyoucan'tbe

singlelookinglikethat.

Odirile:Likewhat?

Sunshine:(laughed)Ijaa..

Odirile:Ijustgotdumped.

Hetookouthisphoneandshowedher...

Odirile:I'm serious

Sunshine:Sorry.

Odirile:It'sok...Whataboutyou?

Sunshine:Letmeshowyou

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedhim,heleaned



overandreadhermessage.

Tom:It'snotyou,it'sme.Ihaven'treachedthelevel

ofseriousnessyouwant.Idon'twanttolivelikea

marriedpersonwhenI'm not.You'rerestrictingme

from beingmeandithinkweshouldpart.

Odirileleanedbackandlaughed...

Odirile:Damn,that'ssavage

Sunshine:Tellmeaboutit...

Odirile:So,dinnersometime?

Sunshine:Nothappening.

Odirile:Whynot?

Sunshine:YouthoughtI'djustspreadmylegs

becauseIgotdumped?No,I'm healingfirst.Youcan

waitorkeepgoing.

Odirile:I'llwait...Canimasturbatewithyourhandin



themeantime?I'm asexaddictbutIdon'tcheatso..

Shelaughedandsmackedhim withatowel,he

grabbedtheothertowelsandbegunfolding.She

steppedoverandtaughthim howtofoldwhilehe

admiredherhandssmilingandjoinedinfolding...

Odirile'sphonereceivedamessage.

Fefe: Inthehospital,lostthebaby.

Odirilereadthemessageandtheoldman'snarration

aboutAsa'spregnancycameback...Hesatdown

anddialedher...Butonsecondthought-hehungup.

Odirile:(texted)Thanksforlettingmeknow.What

happened?

Fefe: Mymothertookmetoatraditionaldoctor

andhegavememedicinetodrinkinacalabashcup.

Ithinkitcausedit.



Odirile:Ok,hopeyoufeelbettersoon.

Fefe:I'm sorry

Odiriledeletedhernumberandsighedsadly....

Atthehospital....

MeanwhileFefe'smotherapproachedthedoorthen

Thamisowalkedtothedoor...

Thamiso:Dumelang

MmagweFefe:Howisshe?

Thamiso:Shedoesn'twanttotalktoyou,shesays

sheiscominghomewithmebecauseshedoesn't

wanttodiscussaboutthebaby...

Her:Sheblamesme?

Thamiso:Idon'tknow..



Fefe'smotherlookedatherasshesatonthebed..

MmagweFefe:Fefe?

Shekeptquietandlaiddown..

MmagweFefe:Youdon'ttalktome?Gaompuise

naareFefe?

Fegelookedawaywithaseriouspout,hermother

sighedlookingdownandsteppedback.

MmagweFefe:Iwasjusttryingtohelpmychild.I

didn'tknowI'dkillyourbabybytakingyouthere.Oi

tshwarelengwanaka.

Fefekeptquietthenhermotherwalkedaway.

Thamisowalkedbacktoherbedandhuggedheras



sheburstintotearscrying....

FIVEYEARSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#68

Atmidwife'soffice......

Ofentsewalkedoutandhandedhermotherinlaw

thebabythenwalkedbackinandtookoffher

panties...

Midwife:Howareyourstitchesdoing?

Ofentse:IthinkI'm gettingthere..

ShelaidonthebedthentheMidwifeexaminedher

vagina,sheflinchedandfrownedthenshestepped

back...

Midwife:You'redoinggood...Comehaveaseat..



Sheputonherpantiesandsighedsittingdown...

Midwife:Whatform ofcontraceptionwouldyoulike

touse?

Ofentse:Iwanttotiemytubes.

Midwife:Tuballitigationismostlydoneafterthe

delivery,whydidn'tyousayit?

Ofentse:MyhusbandrefusedbutI'm justwondering

ifican'tsignformyself.Doeshehavetobetheone

tosign?

Midwife:Yourhusbandhastosignbecausethat'sa

decisionthataffectshim too.

Ofentse:Buttheinjectionandthepillsjustdon't

workforme...Whenigettheinjectionigetperiods

formonthsandmonths...Samethingwithpills.

Midwife:Haveyoutriedanimplant?

Ofentse:Yes,andihadtoremoveitwithinsix

monthsbecauseihadanunbearablepain...My

neighbourusesanimplantandshedoesn'thaveany

complications,idon'tunderstandwhyihavetogo



throughthis...

Tearsburnedhereyesasshelookedawaythena

tearrandownhercheek,sherubbeditandsniffed...

Ofentse:Ihaveenoughchildrenandidon'twant

more..

Midwife:Bakae?

Ofentse:Ihavean8yearold,5yearold,4yearold,3

yearoldandthisone.

Midwife:Yeah,that'salot.Whydidyourhusband

refusetosignforthetuballitigation?

Ofentse:Hesayshewantsaboy...

Midwife:Didyoudiscussthenumberofchildren

beforegettingmarried?

Ofentse:No,ineverthoughtanyonewouldwantso

manychildren.Ican'trecognisemyselfanymore...I

can'timaginemyselfinjust10years.Ihaddreams...

Idon'twanttobeahousewifeanddealwithchildren



everyday.Iseeotherpeopleonsocialmedialiving

theirlivesandiwantthat...idon'tknowhowtogetit

back.

Sherubbedhertears..

Midwife:Canisuggestyougoforcounselling?You

seem tobegoingthroughalot...Doyouevertalkto

friends?

Ofentse:Idon'thavefriends...Ihadafriend,his

nameisBububutwedon'ttalkanymore.

Midwife:You'renotsupposedtobedepressedole

motsetsi,it'snotgoodforthebaby.I'm goingto

recommendthatyougoseeapsychologist.Isthat

correct?I'm happythatyou'rejusttalkingaboutyour

problemsunlikesomeoneholdingintheirpain.Ya

counselling

Ofentse:Ok..

Midwife:Andiwantyoutoconsidergivingoneof

thesecontraceptivesachancebecauseitseems



condom gaseoption.

Ofentse:I'llgettheinjectionbutit'sgoingtomake

medrythatdownthereandthesexisgoingtobe

painful.Butletmejusttry.

Midwife:Ok,justgiveitachance..Thefirstdose

alwaysmessesyoursystem becauseyou're

adjusting.

Ofentse:Ok...

Themidwifepreparedhercontraceptioncard....

AtBusang'sworkplace...

LaterthatmorningBubuwalkedinthebuilding

smilingastheotheremployeescheeredhim...

Worker1:Bunbury!

Worker2:(laughed)Chomi!Wenatheonnao



itumetsehela

Hecatwalkedwithtightpantsandsatonhiscubicle

thenheputdownhishandbagandswitchedthe

computeron.Hiseyeslandedonthedatethenhe

tookoffthescarfaroundhisneckandstopped

smiling...

HesearchedforOfentseonfacebook,shehadn't

updatedherprofilepicturein3years.Hesenthera

friendrequestandtypedheramessage...

Bubu:Heygirl,imissyou...Inoticedyoumighthave

changednumberspleasehitmeup.Tomorrowis

yourbirthdaysoiwaswonderingifyoucouldgive

meyouraddresssoicancourieryouagift. Love

you

Bubu:Ohand... Ifoundtheone.Can'twaittotell

youallaboutit.You'llbeproudofme,ifinallyleant

howtopickagoodguy.



Hesentthemessageandleanedbackashestarted

working...

AtThamiso'sOffice...

Meanwhilesighedsittinginthemeetingwithhis

fatherandtheothers...

MarketingOfficer:Ourtrucksaretoooldandthey're

notroadworthy,weneednewtrucks.Wealsoneed

propersecurityaswetransportourclient'sgoods.

Thesecuritycompanyweareusingnowistoo

expensiveandIwaswonderingwhyalotof

companiesarenowusingODsecurity,itsbecause

theyhaveabetterpaymentplan...They'reexpensive

buttheyhaveaconvenientplanfortheirclients.

Thamiso:DefinitelynotODsecurity,haveyou

checkedothers?



Him:Yes,butthey'retheonlyoneswithabetterplan.

Father:NotODsecurity

Him:Ok,iguesswewillcarryonwithourusual

thoughweneedtomakeadjustmentssoourbudget

cangodown...Pleasegohavealookatthewhole

file,wewillmeetagaintomorrowandseehowwe

cansaveourbusiness.Inthebrightsidewejustwon

atender

Theyalllaughedandclapped,minuteslaterThamiso

steppedoutoftheconferenceroom andheadedto

hisoffice.AFacebooknotificationtingedthenhe

tookouthisphoneandclickedonFefe'saccount....

HeclickedonBubu'sfriendrequestanddeclinedit

thenhewentthroughthemessage.HedialedFefe

andclosedthedoor...

Fefe:Hello

Thamiso:Heybabe,howwastheappointment?



Fefe:Fine

Thamiso:Bubusentyouarequest,didyouseeit?

Fefe:Ihaven'thadtimetocheckmyphone.Ijustgot

home

Thamiso:Ideletedit,idon'twantweirdfriends

destroyingourmarriage.Weareeachothersfriends

andwedon'tneedhim complicatingthings.

Especiallyoditsalatsabanna

Fefe:(sighed)...

Thamiso:Right?Kanaobataditsalatsabanna?

Fefe:Bubuisnotarealman

Thamiso:Arewegoingtoargueaboutthis?Howis

thebaby?

Fefe:Sheisfine

Thamiso:Iwasthinkingforyourbirthdayweshould

gosomewhereoutsideMaunsoyoucanbeaway

from thechildren.

Fefe:Howaboutigetthatbutgoalone?Just2days

awayfrom everythingandeveryone.



Thamiso:Wehavetobetogetherbabeomotsetsi

andweshouldrespectthatplusmydaughterwill

starvebecauseyou'resupposedtobreastfeed.

Fefe:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou'resotraditional

whenitcomestothisissueonly.Iwanttostop

breastfeedingandfindajob.

Thamiso:Thebabyis6weeks,areyouserious?I

don'twanttodiscussthiswithyouagain.Iam your

husbandFefeandthatshouldmeansomethingto

you...youdon'tmakethosedecisionsalone.

Fefe:Ok,fine.Wherearewegoing?

Thamiso:Idon'tknow.I'llfindsomethingforus.

Fefe:Canileavethebabywithyourmotherandgo

domyhair?

Thamiso:(lookedatthiswatch)I'llcomepickyouup

Fefe:Iwanttotakemyselfandjustseethingsihave

beeninthehousefortoolong

Thamiso:Ok,goretouchermoririgotsayalebakale

lekae?

Fefe:Closetoanhour



Thamiso:Ok,iguessyou'llbebackhomeat11am

right?

Fefe:Thattimeisnotenough,atleast1hours30

minutes

Thamiso:30minutestabeodiraengkommolong

elegore?

Fefe:Whatifthereisaqueue?

Thamiso:I'llcallthatsalonandtellthem mywifeis

coming.I'llgiveheratiptoleaveothersandattend

you.KeSunnysaloonright?

Fefe:Don'tcallthem,I'llbebackat11.

Thamiso:Alright,iloveyou.

Fefe:Iloveyoutoo.

Hehungupanddialedthehairdresser..

Her:Hello?

Thamiso:Hi,itsFefe'shusband..Doyouhavea



queue?Mywifeiscomingover

Her:Ihave2customers

Thamiso:Attendmywifeassoonasshegetsthere,

I'lltriplethepayment.

Her:Ok,thankyou.Mmekekopedicustomera.

Thamiso:Alright,and...Don'tletherknowIpaidyou

doublealready.It'sjussomethingforherbecauseke

motsetsiandIdon'twanthertositfortoolong..

Her:Nxawww...Wowok

Thamiso:Letmeknowwhenshegetsthere,justtext.

Her:Ok.

Thamiso:Thanks

Hehungupandpaidherthenhecarriedonworking...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Fefepickedherphoneandthekeystohermotherin



law's..

Her:PleasedropbyWimpyandgetanicecream or

something...Cheerup.

Fefecurvedherlipssmilingwithreddisheyes...

Fefe:Eemma...

Her:Areyouhappy?

Fefe:(tearfullywhispered)yes...

Her:IknowThamisoisabitcontrolmaybeit's

becauseyoucheatedonhim countlesstimesbut

youcantalktome.

Fefe:(smiled)I'm fine

Her:Ok,pleasedon'tbelong...Anddon'tentertain

men...You'relookingfreshomotsetsiandthatcan

temptalotofmen...You'reluckytobemarriedto

Thamisoandyoumustshowthatgratitudewithyour

behaviour.Befaithfulandabetterwife.I'm sureas



soonasyougivehim aboyjewillstopbeingso

grumpy.

Fefe:Ok..

Shesteppedoutthenhermotherinlawlookedather

thighs..

Her:Fefe?Comewearsomethingdecent...married

womendon'tshowtheirthighstotheworld.

Thamisogakakearataoaperejalootswamo

lwapeng,coverup...Hedoesn'twantothermen

seeinghisthings..

Fefewalkedbackinthebedroom andputon

somethingabitlongerthenshegotincar.

Shestartedthecarandreversedashermotherin

lawstoodatthedoor...



MmagweThamiso:(lookedatherphonetime)He

saysyou'llbebackat11right?

Fefe:(smiled)Eemma...

Shedroveoutthegateandburstintotearsasshe

joinedtheroad,shewasn'tevensurewhatshewas

cryingaboutbecauseeverythingjustbrokeherheart.

Shedialedhermother'snumberanditwasavailable

thenshecalledBans..

Bans:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,ihavebeentryingtocallmamabuther

numberisnotgoingthrough.Iwanttogohomeand

checkonher.

Bans:Afteraccusingmymotherofwitchcraft?

WaatwaelaFefewaitse?(inthebackground:Baba

yanggoepamabitakebomang)Bonaihavetogo.

Fefe:Whereareyou?Whoisthatinback,whatgrave

aretheytalkingabout?



Banscutthecallthenshelookedatthefuelgauge,

thetankwasfullthenshesteppedonthe

accelerator...

AtShorobe...

AboutanhourlaterFefedroveoffroadandturned

towardshermother'syard.Herheartskippedasshe

lookedatthecarsparkinginandoutsideherparents

yard...Thebrowntentgotacoldchillrunningdown

herspineassheparkedthecar...Herheartpounded

loudlyasshesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthen

shewalkedthroughthegate.

Everyoneturnedandlookedather....

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#69

AtFefe'smother's...

Fefe'sheartpoundedasasshewalkedpasther

cousinsandtothehouse...Shepushedthedoor

openandstoppedatthedoorlookingathermother

lyingonthemattresswithswolleneyes...

Wasitherdearfather?Tearsfilledhereyesasshe

bentoverandkneltnexttohermother...

Her:Iwaswonderingifyou'regoingtoletyourfather

getburiedwithoutsayinggoodbye.Whateverwrong

wedidtoyoumustbehuge..

Fefe:(tearfully)Ididn'tknow...Nobodytoldme,butif

Iwasagooddaughteriwouldhaveknown.

Her:Youhavelostweight...Didn'tihearyouhavean



8thbaby?

Fefe:(lookeddown)It'sthe5th..

Hermotherlookedatherforamomentastears

burnedhereyes,she'dneverseentheworstof

marriageinanyonethannow...

Her:Youlookterrible

Fefe:Ihavebeeninthehousesinceideliveredthe

baby...Iwassupposedtogotothesalonbuticame

here.Ididn'tsaygoodbyekengwegilehela.

Herphonerangthenshejumpedandswallowed

lookingatthescreen.

Fefe:It'sThamiso'smother,ihavetoanswer.

Shewalkedoutandpickedthecallstandingbehind



thehouse....

Fefe:Hello?

Her:Whereareyou?Itsbeenanhour,thebabyis

crying.Themilkyoupumpedforherisfinished.

Fefe:I'm coming,myfatherislate...Irushedover

here

Her:Iheardsomeonesayingthat,pleasehurryback

ngwanawalela

Fefe:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Her:Ithoughtyouwouldn'twanttogobecauseyou

knowthosepeoplekillyourbabies.

Wordschokedherassheheldherwaistandsighed

lookingaround...

Her:PleasebehomebeforeThamisoknocksoff.

Todaythemaidisn'tcomingsothereisalottodo

aroundthehouse.Ihavetogoformymeeting.



Fefe:Eemma,bye

Shehungupandwalkedbackinthehousewhere

oneoftheladieswasshushinghermother.Assoon

asshewalkedinhermotherstoppedcryingand

rubbedhereyeslikeshewasn'tcrying.Fefesatnext

toherandsighednotsurewhattosay...

AtODsecurity...

MeanwhileOdirilesataloneinhisofficestaringat

theclock,therewasabout20minutesleftbeforethe

cashintransitoperation.Heputhiselbowsonthe

deskandputhishandstogetherashisringshined

thenheclosedhiseyesandtookashortprayer.A

knockonthedoorinterruptedhim thenheturnedhis

headlookingatoneoftheCITcrew...

Driver:It'stime.

Odirile:Alright..



Hetookadeepbreaththenhereachedunderthe

secretdrawerandpulledoutagun....Itwasillegalto

carryahandgunbutwhatchoicedidhehave...The

livesofhismenwereindangerandthiswas9

million...

Heshoveditinsidehissuitjacketthenhewalkedout

ofthebuilding,heapproachedthecrewinthe

parkinglot.From thelookontheireyestheyknew

thiswasmoreseriousthananyamounttheyhave

everhadtotransport..

Thedrivergotin,thecouriersatinthefrontseat,

Odiriletheescortandtheotherescortsatinthe

back.Odirilecontactedcontrolroom...

Voice:Centralcontrolroom

Odirile:Weareleaving

Voice:Icanseeyou...thereddotisblinking.



Odirile:Alright.

Voice:Howisthecrew,areyouguysgood?

Driver:(laughednervously)Yeah,wearegood

Courier:(swallowed)Wearegreat.

Odirile:Bye

Hehungupandsighedasthedriverjoinedthetraffic.

Hem observedthecarsbehindthem whiletheother

escortcheckedthefronttrafficandthesides.

Minuteslatertheystoppedinfrontofthebank,

Odirileandthecourierwalkedinside...Theywalked

outwithinafewminuteswiththecontainerand

jumpedinthecarthentheydroveoffnowmore

intensethanever.

Odirile'sheartpoundedastheypulledintotheATM

machineandsteppedout.Worsepeoplestoodby

waitingfortheATM machinetobeloaded,they



couldbejustdesperatebankclientswaitingtocash

oroneofthem couldbearobber.Thecrewquickly

finishedthentheyjumpedinthecaranddrovetothe

lastdropoffpoint...

MinuteslatertheystoppedatthelastATM,Odirile

stoodontheothersideshieldingthecourierandthe

case,theyloadedthemachineandsighedinreliefas

theyjumpedinthecaranddroveofflaughing

relivingthoseintensemoments...

Attheoffice...

LateronOdirilewalkedbackintheofficeandput

backthegunthenhetookouthisphoneanddialed

someonewithasmileonhisface...

Odirile:(softly)Hey...(laughed)Really?...(blushed)I

see...Listendoyourememberourconversationlast

night?...Yeah,I'llbehomelate.HavetopassbyBans



father's...Yeah...Youcancomewithmeifyouwant...

(laughed)Sowhatifsheisthere?(laughed)You're

overthinking,sheandiareover.It'sactuallyabout

Bansthanher,don'tmisinterpretit...Alright.Ilove

youok?Bye(almosthungupandputitbackonhis

ear)Maa?.....Whyshouldipacktheoverallpants?...

(nodded)Ohyeah,that'sthoughtfulofyou.I'lldo

that...Howaretheboys?Ihopethey'renottroubling

you..Ok,cheersbabe.

Hehungupandwalkedout....

AtThamiso'soffice...

Thamisowalkedoutofthebuildingandgotinthe

cartalkingtothephone..

Thamiso:Thanks,iguessshewillcometomorrow.

Hairdresser:Eerra



Thamiso:Bye

Hehungupandgotinthecarthenhedroveoff

dialingFefeforthe30thtime....

Fefe:Hi,I'm athome.Myfatherislate.

Thamiso:Oh,I'm sorry...When?

Fefe:Lastweek

Thamiso:I'm comingover

Fefe:Don'tcome,it'sok.Wewillcometogether

tomorrow.It'salreadylate

Thamiso:Whydon'tyouwantmethere?Isthere

someoneyouwanttohangwith?

Fefe:Noteverythingisaboutcheating.

Thamiso:Ok,I'm onmyway.

Hehungupanddroveoff...



AtFefe'smother's....

HourslaterBansandhiscousinsskinnedhanging

upsidedownasblooddrippeddownitsnose..

Odirile'scarparkedandeveryoneturnedlookingat

him..

Bans:(putthecigarettebetweenhislips)Ousedto

workwiththisguy...Weworkedtogetherassecurity

guards...

Cousin:Abegoreng?(laughed)Omaakathe,ware

thisguynkileabeelesecurity?

Bans:I'm serious..Heevenbeggedmetojoinhim so

wecanrunthebusinesstogether..

Cousin2:Oratagoipatelabahumiwena,sthakosa

mthakayokeSalaryyagagoyangwagaothe...Lesa

goipateladibossysagago.

Bans:Ifyougrewupwithmeyou'dknowthisguyis

myfriendbeforeanything..



Odirilegreetedtheeldersinsideandjoinedtheguys..

Bans:SureOD

Odirile:Yeah

Odirilewashedhishandsandgrabbedtheknifethen

hejoinedinastheguyslookedathim surprised.

MinuteslaterFefeandhercousinsteppedoutofthe

houseandheadedtothetree,Fefe'sheartskipped

assheapproachedlookingatOdirileonhisknee

cuttingmeatwiththeguys.MyGodOdirile!...Who

thehelllooksgoodinanoverall...

SheputthebowldownthenOdirileplacedthemeat

inside,heturnedaroundandsmiled...

Odirile:Hi



Fefe:Hi...

Shehadlostweight,andthoughshehadcoveredher

hairwithdoekhecouldtellithadbeenawhilesince

shebeeninthesaloon....Nonethelessshestill

lookedbeautiful.

Odirile:Wareng?

Fefe:(smiled)Sepe...

Hisphoneranginthebackpocketthentheturned

aroundwithbloodyhands...

Odirile:Nketshetsaphone...

Shereachedinthepocket,"Wifeycalling"shelooked

athishandsandnoticedablackringbeforepicking

thecallandputtingthephoneonhisear,hetrapped

itwithhisshoulderandwalkedtothetaptalkingto



thephone.

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingatthe

guyswhilehercousintookthemeattothehouse.

Shefoldedherarmsandwalkedtothetapwhere

Odirilewastalkingtothephonewhilewashinghis

bloodhands...

Odirile:(laughed)Whatifitsaboy?Again....(laughed)

butitrustthescan,you'llgetyourwish.Nnake

content,thatbabygirlwillbeprotectedby2crazy

brothers...Alrightbye,Iloveyou.

Heclosedthetapandwipedhishandsbefore

hangingup,heturnedaroundandalmostbumpedon

Fefe...

Odirile:Hi,ididn'tseeyou...What'sup?

Fefe:(smiled)Notmuch,ididn'tknowablackring

couldbethiscute...



Shegrabbedhishandandlookedatit...

Fefe:It'scute,howmanychildrendoyouhave?

Odirile:2boys,4and3,thelastbornwillbebornin2

months.It'sagirl.You?

Fefe:5girls

Odirile:That'sgood...

Fefe:Yeah,canihaveyournumber?Maybewecan

catchupsometime.

Odirile:MywifeandIhavethisagreementwherewe

don'tchatorchillwithexs..Iwishwecouldchat

though,itwouldbecoolbutkeikgolegileanong..

Fefe:(laughed)Ofcourse....

MeanwhileThamisoparkednearOdirile'scarand

walkedoverlooseninghistie.Hecaughtwsightof



OdirileandFefechattingbythetapthenhewalked

overtothem takingouthisphone.Hetookapicture

ofthem thenOdirilelookedathim...

Odirile:Didyoujusttakeapictureofme?

Thamiso:Whatareyoudoingwithmywife?Maybe

yourwifewouldliketoseethisandtalktoyou.

Odirile:You'renothurtingmywifeovernonsensedo

youunderstandme?I'llkillyoubeforeyoudestroy

thepeaceinmyhouse.Givemethatphone...

Odirilewalkedovertohim thenhehidthephone

behindhisback.

Odirile:Fefewee?Kgalemelamothowagago,thisis

whyorekeviolent.Otogaaswabahelagoneha

bathobamolebile.Tellhim togivemehisphone,

mywifespregnantandidon'twantstories.

Thamiso:Ifshemeantsomuchyouwouldn'tbe

flirtingwithmywife,sutellakoo.Youcan'tdo



anything,thesepeoplearelookingatyouandthey're

mywitnesses.

Odirile:Idon'tcareabouteveryone,tisaphone..

Odirile'sbloodrushedthroughhisbodyasheglared

atThamiso...

*

*

*

*
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AtFefe'smother's....

BansturnedaroundanddroppedhisknifeasOdirile

punchedThamiso,heranandgotbetweenthem as

Thamisohidbehindhisback...

Thamiso:Lethim hitme...Moleseampetse..

Bans:ODstopit,bagolokebalehale..

Odirile:Iwanthisphone,heshoulddeletemypicture.

Bans:Thamisoisaphonetherra,(loweredhisvoice)

Odirilegaakanyegatenegilegaperespectmy

father...don'tcauseascene.Ifatallolailwegao

nyalaokaseharasekobogogadi...Stopprovoking

Odirile..Youalwaysdothisthenyouactlikeavictim.

Thamiso:Soyou'reOKwithhim flirtingwithFefe



Bans:KanaotshogahelaOdirileorataSunshine.He

couldneverdothattoher.Deletethepicture...

Odirile:Iwanttodeleteitmyself...tsisa...

Thamisohandedhim thephonethenheturnedand

placeditonthebrick,heliftedhisfootandcrushed

ittwicebeforesmashingitonthecornerofthebrick.

Heopeneditupandremovedthememorycardthen

hebrokeitintotwo....

Thamiso:You'regoingtobuythat...

Odirile:Nexttimeyoutakeapictureofsomeone

withouttheirpermissionrememberthattinyphone

ofyours.

Thamisolaughedindisbelief,OdirilehandedBans

theknife...



Odirile:Ihavetogohome...(lookedatFefe)You

deservebetterthanthis...Heisinsecurebecausehe

knowsheisnottreatingyouthewayawifeis

supposedtobetreated.Sengwewaaitsegaasedire

senteandheisafraidonedayyou'llwakeup...Heis

isolatingyoubecauseheknowspeoplewilltalkand

you'llthink...Nobodyisgoingtosaveyou.Andthere

isnothingwrongwithpovertyFefe...Youcanstart

from thebeginningbyyourself.Thereisnothing

fulfillinglikeknowingyougotwhereyou'rewithout

anyonegivingyouhandouts...Iwishicouldgetyour

numberandopenyoureyeskeswelelesematase

butoutofrespectformywifeI'llstayawayfrom you

andhopeyou'lldothisonyourown.Lifeisnota

fairytale...Thisisnotaromanticnovelwhereaman

comesalongandsavesyou,putsyouinanice

houseandbuysyouacarforabirthdaypresent.

Thisislife...Thatmeansyouthinkaboutyour

happinessandthekindofchildrenyou'llraiseasa

happysinglemotherthanadepressedwife..You're

settinganexampleforyourdaughtersaboutthe

mentheyshoulddate.Ipraythatmydaughternever

believesmarriageisfarmoreimportantthanher



happiness.Marriageisonlygoodwhenyour

husbandhasyourbestinterestsatheartevenwhen

heistempted.Iam temptedtohelpyoubecausei

knowicanbutiwon't...Saveyourself.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway,Thamisoturned

andlookedather...Therewasachangeonherface...

Hecouldn'tquiteunderstandit,shewasn'tangryat

him neitherwasshesad...Possiblyjustturnedoff.

Sheturnedandwalkedawaythenhepickedthe

piecesofhisphone....

Banswalkedbacktotheguysandcarriedon

working...

Fefewalkedtothetableandbegunwashingthe

dishesquietly,shelookedatherringasshewashed

thedishes...Thamiso'smotherknewthatherfather

hadpassedonbutsheneverbotheredtotellherand

thenThamisobehaveslikethis...Guardinghereven

inhermother'syard...Hercousin'shusbandwalked



pastbyandspankedhercousin'sbuttwhileshewas

puttingwoodinthefire,sheturnedaroundandthey

kissed.Theylookedaroundandthoughtnoonewas

watchingthenhekissedheragainwhileshetouched

hisbonerbeforehegrabbedthebigwoodenspoon

andwalkedaway...

Fefesmiledwatchingthem andcarriedondoingthe

dishes...Thiswasthecrazinessshemissed...The

hotsexinawkwardplaces,theguypushingthe

pantiesasideandgoingin,sneakinguponherat

nightandkidnappingherlikeathiefinthenightonly

forhertowakeupinthemiddleofnowhereinthe

backofhiscarunderthemoon...whatacrazy

momentthatwas....Thefeelingofadickfillingyou

up....Ohgoodnessyouknowagooddickjustsliding

inwasgoodenough...Agooddickdoesn'tevenhave

tothrusttogivethatpleasurebecausethefeelingof

justbeingstuffedwasamazingandthencombined

withagoodwaistmovementcontrol.Shetooka

deepbreathandsighed....



MeanwhileThamisosatbyhimselfunderthetree

watchingeveryone,itfeltawkward...Especiallyafter

thatlittlesceneandmaybeheseemedpridefultoo

justsittingtheredoingnothingasasoninlaw.He

wasn'tatraditionalmanbutheverywellknewFefe's

familywas...Helookedatthesuithewaswearing

thenheremovedthetieandwalkedtothecarwhere

helefthiswatch,tieandshirt...

Hedidn'tlikeOdirilebutifwhathesaidwastrue

thenFefemightleave...Whatwouldhebewithout

her...Maybehedidn'tknowhowtoreactproperly

underpressurebuthesureashelllovedhiswife...

Whycouldn'tanyoneseethat...ThelookonFefe's

facewasscary.Hewalkedovertotheguysworking

andwashedhishands...

Thamiso:Canihelp?

Cousin:Withformalpants?

Thamiso:Youcanborrowmeanoverallifyouhave

one.



Cousin2:Mywifebroughtmeanextrainthecar,I'll

getitforyou.Areye..

Thamiso:Thanksman...

TheywalkedtothecarswhereFefe'scousinhanded

him anoverall,thecousinlookedathim stillholding

theoverall...

Cousin:Alotoftimesinsecurepeopleare

misunderstoodbecausethey'retrulyannoying...

Beinginsecureblindsyousomuchthatyouendup

makingafooloutofyourself.It'sevenworsewhen

you'reintimidatedbyanotherman...Ihavebeen

there,itsnoteasytochangebutitspossible....Fefe

marriedyou...Womendon'tjustmarrywithouta

reason...Ifitsnotlovethenyoumusthavebeen

doingsomethingright.Don'tletinsecuritiescontrol

youbecauseyou'llenduptryingtocontrolherso

youcanfeelbetter...Bydoingsoyou'llbeputtingher

inprisonlikesheshouldn'ttalktomales,she

shouldn'treceivecalls,sheshouldn'twork,even



impregnatingheroverandoverbecauseyou'reat

peacewhensheispregnant...(Thamisolooked

down)I'm rightcorrect?Thisiswhymywifeandi

have6children...Iam asoldierandeverytimeiwent

fortripsmyheartwasbehind...Shewasallicould

thinkaboutbutwhenshewaspregnantI'dactually

behappy...Don'tdothatyourself.Ifsomeonewants

tocheattheywillstillcheatevenifyoutry...

Thamiso'seyesitchedwithtearsassomething

blockedhisthroat...

Cousin:Kooreonthomolapelolaiteakabecausei

seetheyoungmeinyou...You'llreachapointof

consideringmurdersuicide.Lovingwithoutabrain

candriveyouinsane...Youdotheunthinkable...

Relax...Thinkofthegoodolddays...Don'tthink

aboutotherguys,...Ifyoucancontrolyourfearof

losingheryou'llbeabletoloveherbetter..You'llbuy

herclothessoshecanshineinsteadofstoppingher

becauseyouthinkmenwillwanther...You'llbuyher



acarsoshecandriveanywhereshewants,you'lldo

alotandallthosethingswillboostherconfidence

amongstotherwomen.Letmetellyoubrazena

utwa...Womenbragwhentheirpartnersdo

somethinganditsnotnicewhensheneverhas

anythinggoodtosay...Benicebecauseothermen

havesetthestandardhighandwomenwantthat...

Theywantrespect,loveandabitofspoiling...O

nyetsemothoyokewagago,otshoswakeeng?The

ballisinyourcourt.Myfathersatmedownandtold

meMothusimonnayooboulelaoboramosadi

bothoko...Lehagoleboimaobetapelohelabecause

gonemmegawabonasepesesephosomo

mosadingwagago.Don'taccusesomeoneof

cheatingbecausetheywilleventuallygettiredand

cheatsinceyouthinktheycheatedanyways...

Thamisolookedathim intheeyesandswallowed...

Thamiso:Thanks

Cousin:Don'tloweryourselfintoastupidinsecure



man,riseabovethis...Redeem yourself.

Thecousinsighedandletgooftheoverallontopof

Thamiso'shandthenhewalkedaway.Thamiso

staredathim thoughtfullythenhewenttochange

hisclothesandjoinedhim wheretheychattedwhile

working....

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LateronOdirilewalkedinthelivingroom wherehis

parentsweresittingvisiting,hebentovergiving

them eachahandshake...

Father:Warengboy

Odirile:I'm good..

Mother:Sunshineisreallyfeedingyouwell...

Odirile:(laughed)Lebatagontshwabisaakere?



Father:Sheisreallyfeedingyou...Lesmilesengng

Odirile:(laughedoutloud)Canyoubothstop

becauseiknowwhatyou'retalkingabout...Idon'tdo

"olderpeople'sthings".

Theylaughedoutloudashelookedaroundforher...

Father:Sheisinthekitchen..

Hewalkedinthekitchenwherehiswifewasdoing

thedishesinthesink,hehuggedherfrom behind

andkissedherneckwhileholdingherbigbump...

Odirile:HeyMrsOD..

Sunshine:(smiled)Heybabe

Heturnedheraroundandkissedhersoftlyashe

unzippedhispants...



Sunshine:(whispered)Stop,yourparentsareinthe

nextroom.Behaveyourself

Hekissedherandpulleddownherpanties,she

pulledthem upwhilehekissedher...

Sunshine:Don'tletyourselfreachthatpointbecause

iwon'thelpyou..

Hekissedherandloweredhimselfaimingbetween

herlegsthenhe.....*...*...*

Hepulledoutdrippingandzippedhispantsthenhe

innocently.Shepulledupherpantiesthrobbingin

theafterpleasure..Sheturnedbacktothesinkand

washedherhands,Odirileandsex!Thisonewould

dieifhewokeuponemorningandfoundoutpussy

don'texistanymore..Notthatshewascomplaining...

Thispregnancywasturningherintoahonow...



ThankGodheneverfallsforherno,howweirditis

thathisstubbornnessmadehercum early!

Hestoppedbythedoorandwhistledather,she

turnedaroundsmilingthenhewinkedatherand

joinedhisparents..

Shewipedherhandsandjoinedthem inthesitting

room,Odirilemovedclosertoherthenshescooched,

Odirilemovedcloseragain...

MmagweOd:Akootswethemongwaneng

monnatonakewena!Obatagomopalamareleteng?

Taokotamekwanongwetsiyame...

Odirile'smouthdroppedashelookedathismother

tryingnottolaugh,Hisfatherlaughedoutloudand

sippedthrjuice...



Odirile:Ijustwantedtositnexttoher,likeyouand

him.

Father:Yes,keepitup.

Mother:Leaveheralone...Ibroughtthesebaby

sheets,isewedthem lastweek.Imadethem pink

sinceitsagirl...Haveyoupackedyourbag?

Sunshine:Yes,letmegobringitsoyoucanhavea

lookandremindmeififorgotsomething.

TheoldmanandOdirilewalkedoutandheadedto

thecarwhereOdirilecheckedtheirengineoils....

AtThamiso'sHouse....

LateronThamisowalkedinthehousewhilehis

mothershushedthecryingbaby,hegentlygotthe6

weeksoldbabyandputheronhischest...

Thamiso:Thankyouforhelpingus..Iappreciateyou



movingintohelpus.It'sbeenawonderful4years

stayingwithyou...Butineedyoutomoveout.Ithink

papaislonelytoo,ineedtobeahandsonhusband

andweneedtimealoneasacouple.

Hismotherfrowned..

Her:Youthinkyou'llhandle5kids?

Thamiso:They'remine,imadethem toihaveto

learnorelseI'llneverdo.Pleasedon'targue...Idon't

havetheenergy...Fefeisprobablyonherway...She

isangrywithme..Iembarrassedherkolesongbuti

don'twantyoutobehomewhenshegetsback

becauseiwanttotalktoher.

Heleanedoverandhuggedherrubbingherback

thenheleanedoverandkissedhercheek...

Thamiso:Thanksforhelpingme,I'lltakeitfrom here.

Icamewithyourcar,shegotmine.



Shesmiledlookingathim,maybeifhisfatherhad

thissamegutstoprotectherhisgrandfather

wouldn'thavetakenadvantageofherthroughoutthe

yearsuntilhedied,mayhissoulrestieternalhell.

Her:Iunderstandmyboy...I'llgo,I'llpackup

tomorrow...I'llsurpriseyourfather.

Hesmiledasshewalkedtothebedroom and

packedupafewofherthingsthenshewalkedout

andgrabbedherkeys.

Thamisoclosedthedoorandwalkedtothe

children'sroom wheretheywerenapping,he

knockedonNaya'sroom andsmiled...

Thami:Hiprincess...

Naya:Hi...IwastellingeveryonewhyI'm calledBella



athomeandNayaonpaper...(laughedoutloud)It

wascool,everyonewaslaughing...

Helaughedandrubbedthebaby'sback...

Thami:Thatmomentturnedourlivesupsidedown...

Naya:(laughed)Ithinkit'sfunny...Areyousurethe

other4areyours?

Thami:IwasthereandIwatchedthem,ieven

recorded..

Theylaughedoutthensheturnedtothelivingroom,

Ofentsewalkedinandclosedthedoorastheireyes

locked.Therewasthatlookagain...Thelookof

disappointment,disgustandturnedoff...Butshe

triedveryhardtohideit...Shehadprobably

consideredadivorceontheonehourdrivetohome...

Fefe:Hi,Canwetalk?



Thamiso:Surebut...Canijustsaythisfirst,I'm sorry

imakealotofmistakes...Iwanttotake14days

from workandbehomewiththechildren...How

aboutyougoforatrip...Byyourself...Ormaybewith

Bubu?Ithinkhemissesyoubecausenotalotof

peoplecanstomachhearingagaymantalkabout

howsexyothermenare(laughed)Youcango

anywhereyouwant...

Hesupportedthetinybabyandpressedthephone

transferringmoneyintoheraccountthenheshoved

itinhisphonebackinthepocketandheldthebaby...

Thamiso:Gogetabreatherforthechildrenandyour

annoyinginsecurehusband.Iwon'tbecallingyouor

askingyouanything...Gohavefun.Youdeserveit

fortoleratingme...Thisappliestoafterwehave

buriedyourfatherofcourse.Ihadinsuredyour

parentssoyoucangoclaim themoneysowecan

getagoodcoffin...I'm done,youcantalknow...

SorryifItalkedfortoolong.



Shetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingathim,

hisheartpoundedasheheldthebabylookingather..

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#71

AtThamiso'sHouse..

Shesatdownandtookoffhershoeswhilehestood

byholdingthebabythensheleanedbackspreading

herarmsforthebaby...

Fefe:Bringherkemoamuse..

Hehandedherthebabythenheloosenedherzipat

theback,shetookouthertenderbreastandfedher

whilehesatontheothercouchlookingather...

Thamiso:Ohand...Iaskedmymothertoleavesowe

cantrythisfamilything..



Shesmiledlookingathim whilegentlytappingthe

baby'sthigh...

Fefe:Iam drowninginthismarriage...iam nothappy

aboutalotofthingsandmaybeyoutookcareof

somebutitallseemslikeanacttostopmefrom

doingrightbymyself.Iwanttodivorceandfind

happiness...AndI'm nottalkingaboutanotherman...

I'm talkingaboutinnerpeacebutialsodon'tlike

givinguponpeoplewhentheyneedhelpbecausei

oncewasthere.Lifehaskickedmedownsomany

timesandpeoplewalkedawayfrom me...Iwantyou

togogethelpwhileI'm takingthisbreakfrom

everything.WhenigetbackI'lltellyousomething..

Thamiso:WhatifyoudivorcemeevenafterI'vegone

througheveryhoop?

Fefe:I'm notmakingyoujumpthrough...Ormaybei

am becauseiwonderifthereishopeinthere.We

usedtobehappy

Thamiso:BeforeyoudatedOdirilewithhisperfect



bodyandfistsandmurdertendencies...Ican't

competewiththat...I'vetriedandtheguiltofdoing

certainthingsisunbearable...I'm nothim,butilove

you.

Fefe:It'sbeen5years,it'sabouttimewestopped

talkingaboutOdirile...Idon'tthinkit'sfairbecause

heishappywithhisfamilyandwearethelastthing

onhismind.

Thamiso:I'm sorry

Fefe:You'realwayssorry,thenextthingyou

embarrassme...(sighed)Idon'twanttoarguewith

you...Ijustwantabreakfrom allthese

Thamiso:That'swhyisuggestedit...

Fefe:Ok,thankyou.

Shegotupandwalkedinthebedroom withthebaby.

Hefollowedherinsideandstoodbythedoor...

Thamiso:Howdidthecheckupgo?Iforgottoask



Fefe:It'sgood..

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim withalittle

smile,washeaskingsohecouldtasteit...

Thamiso:Ok,I'llbaththekidsandtakethem tobed..

Fefe:(smiled)Thanks...

Hewalkedoutthensheturnedbacklookingatthe

babythoughtfully,shehadtomovehersotheycan

freelyusethebed....

Fefe:(gentlypickingthebaby)Nxoh-xoh-xoh-xoh...

Sheputthebabyinthecotandclearedthebedthen

shegotinthemasterbathroom foraquickshower...

Shewasstillmadathim butithadbeenawhileand

shejusthadtogetit...Besideshewasstillher

husband,shewasn'twrong.Sheturnedaroundinthe



showerassoapwasheddownherfeet...Whata

satisfyingenergisingshower....

Meanwhileinthebathroom Thamisocleanedthetub

thenhewalkedinthegirlsroom andhandedthem

pyjamas..

Thamiso:Putthatonandjumpinbed...

Heputtheirheadcoversonandtuckedthem inbed

beforeswitchingofftheirlights..

Thamiso:Goodnight...

Them:Goodnightdaddy..

Hewalkedinthebedroom takingoffhisTshirtthen

hewalkedpastthebedtothebathroom whileFefe

laidsexyontopofthebed.Hesteppedinthe

showerandclosedthedoorthenheshowered...



Fefesmiledthoughtfullythensheswitchedoffthe

lightsandswitchedonlytheheadboardlights.What

aromanticdim light...

Thamisosteppedoutofthebathroom wiping

himselfandgotinbed...

Thamiso:Getunderthecovers,you'llcatchacold.

Shesighedandjoinedhim thenhemovedcloserand

puthisarm overher.Shemovedherbuttcloserto

hisdick..

Thamiso:Kesutellekomorago?

Fefe:(sighed)no,

Thamiso:(kissedherneck)Goodnight

Fefe:Goodnight...



Sheswitchedoffthelightandtheyclosedtheireyes

untilhedozedoff....

Inthecar...

Outsidetheyard,amanputonaskimaskandthe

glovesthenhedialedanumberandanxiouslywaited

withamacheteonthepassengerseat...

Voice:(sleepy)Hello?

Man:I'm atthegate,it'slocked.What'sthesecurity

pincode?

Voice:It'sfiveprincesses.Pleasemakesureheis

dead.

Man:Whatabouther?

Voice:Ifshegetsonyourway,yesandtake

somethinginthehouseafterthat.Ithastobe

believable.



Man:Ok

Themanhungupandsighed,thenhepickedthe

macheteandwalkedtothegatewhereheentered

thecodeandwalkedin.

Heputakeyandstruggledtryingtounlock...

Meanwhileinthemasterbedroom Fefeliftedher

headandfrownedwhileThamisolaidbehindher.

Themaindoorsqueakedopeningandclosed...her

heartskippedthensheturnedtoThamiso...

Fefe:(whispered)Thami?Thami?Thereissomeone

inthehouse

Thamiso'sheartskippedasheliftedhisheadand

quietlylistened.Thesmellofsmokefrom whoeverit

wascamefrom thedoorandheknewhewasnow



close...Herememberedhisdaughters..

Thamiso:(whispered)Takethebabyandliebehind

thebed.Ihavetogofacehim orelsehe'llgotothe

children'sroom.Takethephoneandsendeveryone

messages,thencallthepoliceandthesecurity

company..

Fefe'sheartpoundedasshelookedathim inthe

dark...

Fefe:Pleasebecareful..

Thamiso:Iwill,iloveyou..

Hekissedherandpickedbottleofwinehehadleft

bythebedearlier.Hisheartpoundedasheslowly

openedthedoorandsteppedout...

*

*



Unexplainable

#72

AtThamiso'sHouse....

Thamisoswitchedthelightsonandthestranger

swungathim,heblockedwithtuebottleofwineand

itcrushedleavinghim withthebottleneck...The

thoughtofactuallystabbingsomeonewithasharp

bottlemadehisskincrawl...

Thamiso:Whatdoyouwant?

Themanswungathim againslashinghisfootthen

Thamisobithislipandscratchedhim ontheface

withbrokenglasses.Thechildren'sdooropenedand

Bellasteppedout...herheartskippedandshe

screamedasthemanturnedaroundwithmachete

andswungather,butThamisograbbedtheblade

withhishandasitslicedhim...



Thamiso:Bella!Gotomama,now!

MeanwhileFefeputthebabydownandcrawledout,

sheopenedthedoorastheybothfellonBella,she

grabbedherandpushedherinsidethensheraninto

theirroom,shepacedbackandforthtryingtofigure

outhowtogetthem allout...Shepickedthe

youngestandgrabbedtheotherswiththeirpyjamas

thenshedraggedthem tothemainbedroom where

shegroupedthem onthecorner.Bellapickedthe

babywhilecryingherselfandheldhertoherchest,

Fefetookoutherphoneanddialedthepolice

again....

MeanwhileThamisoandtheintruderfellonthefloor

andthemacheteslippedoffhishand,Thamiso

pulledoutthemaskandpunchedhim ontheface..

Fefewalkedpastbycarryingthebabyandtheother



andranoutside,themancrawledtothemachetebut

Thamisograbbedhisfootanddraggedhim back

thenhelaidontopofhim andlockedhisneck.Fefe

walkedpastbyagainandcameoutwiththeother

children,themangrabbedthe3rddaughter'sfoot

andpulledheroverasshefellonherstomachand

hithermouthonthefloor...

3rd:(screaming)Mama!Daddy!

Thamiso'sbloodrushedashejumpedonthe

macheteandhithim onthehead,bloodspatteredas

shechildrenscreamed...

Thamiso:Takethenout...

Fefepickedtheotherdaughteranddraggedthe

othersoutsidewheresheputthem inthecar.



MeanwhileThamisostaggeredtryingtostandbuthe

fellandlaidnexttotheintruder.

Thamiso:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:(panting)Pleaseletmego...Ijustwantedfood

Thamiso:Youdidn'twantfood...Youtriedtokillme!

Thepolicecarwailedoutside,theintruderflippedon

hisstomachtryingtocrawloutbutThamiso

grabbedhisfoot.Thepolicerushedinthehouse

thenheletgooftheintruderandlaidonhisbackas

darknesscoveredhim andblackedout....

AtThamiso'sfathers...

MaThamiso'sphonerang,shegotupandyawned

lookingatthetime...Itwasalmost2inthemorning..



Her:Hello?

Neighbour:Hi,thisMasego..Thamiso's

neighbour....Thereisanincident...Therewasan

intruderinthehouse,heattackedThamisoandleft

withseriousinjuries.Thepoliceandambulanceare

here...

Her:ArethechildrenOK?

Theoldmangotupandlookedather...

Him:Whathappened?

Her:Thamisowasattacked(backtothephone)Is

ThamisoOK?

Neighbour:Idon'tknow,hecollapsed,theytookhim

tothehospital.I'm goingtothehospitalnowtohelp

withthechildren.

Her:I'm coming

Him:Whereisthemanwhoattackedthem?

Neighbour:Hewastakentothehospitaltoo,hewas



bleedingheavily.Thamisofoughthim off.

Her:ThankGod.Wearecoming

Shehungupandgotdressedwhileherhusband

stoodby...

Him:Ican'tbelievethis..Whowoulddothis,whodo

youthinkcouldhavesentsomeonetoattackthem

likethat?Maybeit'sthemaid'sboyfriend.Howelse

wouldtheintruderknowthesecuritycode?

Her:Howdoyouknowhehadit?Maybehejust

brokein.Wewillheartherestofthestoryoverthere..

Him:You'reright...I'm justassumingbecausethe

securityalarm couldhavebeentriggered.

Her:True...

Theygotdressedandleft...



Atthehospital...

MeanwhilethePoliceofficerstoodbytheintruders

bedwhilehewascuffedtothebed...Thenurse

pickedtheinjectionsandwalkedout...

Officer:Canitalktohim?

Nurse:Heiswaitingforbloodtransfusionfrom the

lab.Hebledalotbutyoucangoon..Thedoctorwill

heresoon.

Shewalkedoutasthepoliceofficerturnedtothe

intruder...

Officer:WhatwereyoudoingatThamiso'shouse?

Him:(gasped)I...Hetoldmetodoit,hepaidmeto

killThamiso...



Heclosedhiseyesandhisheaddroppeddown...

Officer:Mr?Mr?Shit!

Hehurriedoutandcalledthenurse....

Inwaitingarea...

MinuteslateranursewalkedoverwhileFefewas

breastfeedingthebabystandingwiththepolice

officer....

Nurse:Thedoctorwantstoseeyou..it'saboutyour

husband.

Fefe:Thankyou...

Fefeturnedaroundandhandedtheneighbourher

baby,herinlaw'shurriedover...



MaThami:Whathappened?

Fefe:They'recallingmeinside

MaThami:I'llcomewithyou.

RaThami:Metoo...

Theyallturnedaroundandhurriedintothedoctors

office.Fefe'sheartpoundedasshelookedatthe

doctor,thedoctortookoffhismaskandsighed

lookingatthem....
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✍ AllCOVIDprotocolstobeobserved

AttheHospital...

Thamiso'sfatherstaredatthedoctorholdinghis

breath,wasthisit?Couldhehavebeenabouttosay

it..

Doctor:Thamisoisbleedinginternally,hemaynot

havelongandhisinjuriesareserious..Wewantto

operatehim,openhisabdomenandtakecareofit...

(Tookoutpapers)Thesearetherisksofthis



operationandwewillneedtheconsenttocarryon

withtheoperation.

Theyallreadthroughtheforms...

RragweThami:Thisistoorisky...Wearenotdoing

this...

Fefe:WhatIfhebleedstodeath?

RaThamiso:Haveyouseencomplications?

Doctor:Wedotheseoperationsonmonthlybasis

especiallyonholidayswhentherearefightsand

peoplearegettingintoaccidents.Irecommendthis..

Ofcoursethereisalwaysafewthataren't

successfulbutmostare.Lettinghim bleedlikethat

mayevencausebraindamage.Weneedtoactfast.

Him:Wecan'ttaketherisk

MaThamiso:Idon'tknowwhattothink

Fefe:Givemethepen,I'llgiveyoutheconsenttodo



it.Pleasedowhateveryoucan

RaThamiso:Excuseme?Whatareyoudoing?You

cannotdecideaboutmyson'slife..

Fefe:ThelasttimeicheckedThamisoandiareone,

thehospitalneedsmyconsentaboutmyhusband

andiwillgivethem exactlythat.Maybeifhewas

yourrealsonyou'djumpforanychancetosavehis

life!I'm signingformyhusband....

ShegotthepenandfilledtheformswhileThamiso's

fatherglaredather....

AtBansHouse...

ThenextmorningBanstiedhisshoesandstoodup,

Janewalkedovertohim withhisringingphoneand

handedhim beforefixingshirt..

Bans:Hello?



Voice:Goodmorning,you'retalkingtoDetective

Michael...You'reOfentse'sbrotherright?Baneedi?

Bans:Yes

Detective:Doyoumindpassingbythepolicestation?

Thisisconcerningthebreak-inthathappenedlast

night.

Bans:Ok,I'llpassby

Detective:Thankyou,askforme.

Bans:Bye

HehungupandsighedlookingatJane...

Bans:Iwonderwhytheywanttotalktome.

Jane:Didyougetanupdateabouttheoperation?

Bans:Notyet,sheisnotpicking.Letmego..

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalkedout...



Atthepolicestation...

LaterthatmorningBanstookaseatastheDetective

walkedinandsatdown...

Detective:(smiled)Hopegakeagoleitisa..

Bans:It'sok.What'sgoingon?

Detective:You'refriendswithOdirileright?

Bans:Hedidnotdothis,ifhewantedtodoithe

wouldhavedoneithimself.Notthatheisakillerbut

he'dnevergetsomeonetodohisdirtywork.

Detective:Sohecandothis?

Bans:That'snotwhatIsaid

Detective:Havetheyhadanyfightsrecently?And

pleasetellthetruth..

Bans:Theyarguedyester,hebrokeThamiso'sphone

butthat'sall

Detective:Whatweretheyarguingabout?Couldit



havebeenabouthiswife?

Bans:Idon'tknowwhattheywerearguingabout.

Canipleasegotowork?I'm late

Hestoodup..

Detective:Thankyouforyourtime,I'llbeintouch.

Bans:Intouchforwhat?Don'tbeintouch.Youwant

tousemetosendsomeonetojail.Odirilehasspent

timeinjailbecauseofthisfamily,isthisarepeatof

whathappened5yearsago?

Banswalkedoutandputonhishat....

Atthehospital....

LaterthatmorningFefewalkedinThamiso'sroom

andstoppedatdoorlookingathim...



Sheputhistoiletriesasideandsatdownholdinghis

hand..

Fefe:Thami?Babe?

Thenursewalkedinandlookedather..

Nurse:Thedoctorwantstoseeyou..

Shegotupandfollowedthenurse...

Fefe:Whyisn'theresponding?

Nurse:Thedoctorwillexplain.

Fefe:Ok..

Shewalkedinthedoctor'sofficeandsatdown...



AtOdirile'sHouse....

MeanwhileSunshinefixedherhairandgrabbedher

handbagasherphonerang...

Sunshine:Babe

Odirile:Heyjustdroppedofftheboys,I'm going

work...

Sunshine:Ok,I'm abouttoleavetoo

Odirile:Canyouresttodayplease..Misswork.

Sunshine:(laughed)Ican't,imissmyoffice..

Odirile:You'reaworkaholic..Don'toverworkmy

daughter.

Sunshine:Iwon't...Bye

Shehungupandsteppedouttolockthedoor,the

policecardrovethroughtheopengateandparked



nexttohercar...

Shefrownedconfusedandmetthem halfway...

Detective:Goodmorning,sorrytojustshowup.

Sunshine:Hi,itsOK...

Detective:Doyoumindifweaskyouafew

questions?Didyourhusbandmentionafightahe

hadwithThamisoyesterday?

Sunshine'sheartskippedasshelookedatthe

officer...

Sunshine:Whatweretheyfightingabout?Hedidn't

sayanything.

Detective:Apparentlyitwasabouthiswife,Ofentse..

Shefoldedherarmsshocked...



Sunshine:What?Sowhyam igettingquestioned?

Detective:Therewasabreakinlastnightin

Thamiso'shouse,hewastheonlyattacked...

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#73

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Detective:Goodmorning,sorrytojustshowup.

Sunshine:Hi,itsOK...

Detective:Doyoumindifweaskyouafew

questions?Didyourhusbandmentionafightahe

hadwithThamisoyesterday?

Sunshine'sheartskippedasshelookedatthe

officer...

Sunshine:Whatweretheyfightingabout?Hedidn't

sayanything.

Detective:Apparentlyitwasabouthiswife,Ofentse..



Shefoldedherarmsshocked...

Sunshine:What?Sowhyam igettingquestioned?

Detective:Therewasabreakinlastnightin

Thamiso'shouse,hewastheonlyattacked...

Sunshine:Whatareyousuggesting?Myhusband

washomeinbednexttomethewholenight.

Detective:Wearenotdisputingthat,thereisaman

whowashiredtoattackThamiso,hediedbeforehe

couldtelluswhodid...Wearejustwonderingifyour

husbandmayhaveperhapssaidanything.

Sunshine:Hedidn't,ineedtogo...Ican'tstandfor

long.

Detective:Ifyoususpectanythingorifhetellsyou

anythingpleaseca-

Sunshine:Haveagoodday!Pleasemoveyourcar.I

needtolockupandleave.

Detective:Bye



Theydroveoffthenshegotinthecaranddroveoff,

shegotinhersandleftasthegateslidclosing.

AtSunnyBeautySpa....

MinuteslaterSunshinewalkedacrossthereception

headingtoherofficeandputherthingsdownthen

shewalkedupstairsandpassedbythereception...

Sunshine:Helloladies

Receptionist:Goodmorningma'am

Cleaner:Morning...

Shepassedtotheofficesandknockedonhisoffice

beforewalkinginwhilehewastalkingtothephone

withhisfingersbetweenthewindowfoldslooking

outside...



Odirile:Hi

Sunshine:SoyouwerefightThamisooverhiswife?

Hehungupandwalkedovertryingtoholdherbut

shesteppedback...

Sunshine:Pleasedon'ttouchmebecauseyou're

careless,thepersonyouwerefightingwasattacked

andnowthepolicethinkyoudidit.Theywereat

home

Odirile:Ididn'tdoit

Sunshine:Iknowyoudidn'tdoitbutwhatareyou

doingfightingforawoman?

Odirile:That'snothowitevenwentdown...Iwas

washingmyhands,Fefecame-

Sunshine:Ofentse,nopetnames...Iwantyour

tonguetolearnthisuntilyougetit.

Odirile:YeahOK,Ofentsecameoverandtalkedto

me.Hegotinsecureandtookapicturesayingheis



goingtoshowyou.Igotangry,I'm sorry...Ilostit

andbrokehisphone.Butididn'tfightyouhaveto

believeme..Ishovedhim

Sunshine:Ibelieveyoubutyoumustbecareful...

Yousaidhisfamilyalwaysdoesthisthenyoutalkto

herinprivate?Legonelebuaeng?Didn'tweagree

thatwedon'ttalktoexs?

Odirileremorsefullysighedlookingatherbuttrying

toreplyanangrypregnantwomanwaspointless,

he'dprobablymakeherevenmoreangry...Perhaps

ifhesaidlessshe'drunoutofwords.Orhisfather's

trick...Alwaysapologise,evenwhenyouknowyou're

notwrong,alwaysapologiseandmeanit.Hetooka

deepbreathandsteppedoverasshewentonandon

thenhekissedhersoftly..

Odirile:(calmly)Babe?Pleaseforgiveme...I'm

sorry...Iwaswrong...I'm sorry...Stoptalkingyou're

stressingmydaughter...I'm verysorry.Itwon't

happenagain...



Hepulledhercloserandhuggedherbeforekissing

herforehead...

Odirile:Letthepolicedotheirjob,they'rerightto

suspectmeifhegotattackedrightafteriargued

withhim.Theywillfindnothingandmoveonto

otherpossiblesuspects..Relax...

Sunshine:Ifyousayso...

Odirile:Iknowso...

Hekissedherandsmiledthenshesmiledand

laughedatherself,didshejustshoutatherhusband?

Butthewayhehandledit...Sucha-

Sunshine:(smiledpoutingforakiss)Comehere

Heleanedoverandreceivedakiss..



Odirile:What'sthatfor?

Sunshine:Ijustloveyou.Getbacktowork...

Shesmiledandwalkedoutbeforehecouldget

arousedandstartmisbehavingintheoffice...

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileFefefrownedconfusedlookingatthe

doctor...

Fefe:Whatdoyoumean?

Doctor:Hemightbeinacomaforafewdays,weeks

ormonthsbutwebelievehewillbeup.Hisinjuries

aremuchmoreseriousthantheyseem outside..

Fefe:Ok...Howcanihelphim?

Doctor:Keeptalkingtohim,youneverknow,tryto



givehim anormallifesoi5canboosthissenses.

Fefe:Thankyou...

Shestoodupandwalkedoutside,coma?Asifher

lifewasn'tdramaticenough,nowshedealswith

coma?ButthenThami...Thatwassobrave....Guilt

struckher,whydidsheeventhinkhe'drunandleave

herwiththechildren...Thewayheevengotangry

whenhisdaughterfell...Thami!

Shewalkedinhisroom andcleanedhim up...

AtThamiso'sfather's...

Thamiso'sfathersighedshakinghisheadasthe

detectivetookdownanote...

RragweThamiso:Ican'tthinkofanyonewhowould

benefitfrom hisdeathexcepthiswife..Whywouldn't



thisintruderharm her?

MmagweThamiso:Youmightberight,itsoundedto

melikeshewantedtogostaywithhermother.Like

shewantstodivorce.Ibeggedhertocome

breastfeedbutsherefusedthewholeday.Seems

sheisdonewiththismarriage.

Detective:Thankyoufortalkingtous.Haveagood

day.

Him:Youtoo...

Thedetectiveswalkedoutanddroveoff...

Atthepolicestation...

LaterthatafternoonFefepulledthechairandsat

down..

Detective:Thankyouforcoming



Fefe:You'rewelcome..

Detective:Wereyoutwohavinganyfightsasa

couple?

Fefe:Notreally..Justhereandthere

Detective:Didheseeyouwithanothermanandget

angry?

Fefe:Well,yesbutwetalkedaboutit.

Detective:Soyouwerehavingproblems?Wereyou

consideringadivorce?

Fefe:No,why?

Detective:Ibelieveyouhiredsomeonetoattackyour

Husbandsoyoucangainhisinsurancemoney,i

couldn'thelpbutnoticethatThamisoinsured

himselfforhalfamillion,allthatmoneycometoyou

whenhediesplusthecompany..Theothergoesto

yourchildrenbutthey'restillyourssoyouwin.

Fefe:Shouldigetalawyer?Maybeishouldcallmy

inlawsandgetalawyerfrom thebusiness

Detective:(smiled)Guiltyconscious?Anywaysyou

can,youhavetherighttoalawyer.Inthemeantime



I'llholdyouincustody,you'readangertoThamiso..

Whydidyoudoit?Youcouldhavedivorced.It

wouldn'thavebeenenoughbut...Why?

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#74

Atthewarehouse...

ThenextmorningBanswalkedalongthefenceinhis

securityguarduniform,hereceivedacallandtook

outhisphoneasheheadedtotheguardhouse...

Bans:Hello?

Jane:Hibabe,thesalaryisstillnotinyet?

Bans:No,notyet.

Jane:(sighed)Ithinkishouldtellpeopletodoa

babyshowerforme,wewillgetenoughthingsfor

thebaby.Iusedthemysalarytofixthehouse

becausethenewborncannotarriveintosucha

house.



Bansslowlysatdownandsighed...

Bans:Ihopeyouwon'ttellpeopleweneedthatbaby

shower

Jane:Iwouldneverdothat...Itwillbeacasualthing.

I'llWhatsAppthem tobeorganiserstomybaby

shower.

Bans:Ok..

Jane:HaveyoutalkedtoOdirileabouthiringyou?He

ishasafewvacancies,isawthem onthe

newspaperyesterday.

Bans:Isentmyapplication.

Jane:Buttherewillbealotofpeoplebabe,talkto

him personallysohecantellHRtohireyou.It'sall

aboutconnections,idon'tevenunderstandwhyyou

refusedtojoinhim youcouldhavehavebeenoneof

thedirectorsbynow.

Bans:Iregretnottakingthatriskeverydayofmylife,

andnowthatihaveachildonthewayiregretiteven

more...Peperdon'tevenbelieveweusedtobe



friends...Ilivewiththatpaineveryday,don'tremind

me.

Jane:You'restilldoingitagain,I'm tellingyoujustgo

toODsofficeandhandyourapplicationtohim...You

don'tevenhavetosayanything.Heisso

understandingidon'tunderstandwhatyou'reafraid

of...Wasn'tthisguyyourbuddy?

Bans:Yeahbutbabeit'snottoaskforfavours

Jane:Youhavetoaskforfavoursakereyoudidn't

wanttobeoneofthebosses,myduedateis

approachingandwedon'thaveanything.Doyou

thinkitwillbeeasyenoughformetoaskpeopleto

doababyshowerforme?It'snotespeciallybecause

ineverhavemoneytobuypeoplepresentswhenit's

theirbabyshowersorbridalshowers.I'm not

hopefulthatthebabyshowerwillbeasuccessso

pleasegotoOdirile'sofficeandhandinyour

applicationtoacompanythatactuallycaresabout

itsemployees.ODsecurityservicespaysits

employeesonthe28thesengkoo...It'sthe5thand

youstillhaven'tbeenpaid.



Bans:Ok,I'lldothatipromise.

Jane:BansI'm seriousaboutthis,wearetalking

aboutbotsetsihere.Youneedaproperjob,didyou

seetheirsalaryscale?Wabonagorebaduela

botoka?

Bans:Babeipromise.I'llgo.

Jane:Goshapoee

Shecutthecallthenhetookadeepbreathandsat

downreluctantlythenhereceivedanothercall.

Bans:Hello?

Voice:HiBans

Bans:HiJulia

Julia:Yoursisterspentanightinthecell,didyou

knowthat?

Bans:What?

Julia:Yeah,iheartheysuspectshehiredsomeone



toattackherhusband.

Bans:Ididn'tknowthat,letmefindoutwherethe

kidsare.Nnagakenamadialawyer,whatdoidoha

gontsejaana?

Julia:Butherhusbandhasabusinessdoesn'tshe

havealawyer?

Bans:WithThamisoshewasahousewife..Idoubt

shehasanythingtotabecausethatcompanye

ratiwakeThamiso'sparents,theyprobablydidn't

wantFefeanywhereclosetothebusiness.

Julia:Eishidon'tknowmothowamodimo.Ijust

thoughtishouldtellyou,keagosebetsahela.I'm a

justaspecialconstableronakanankaregareexiste.

Ican'thelp

Bans:Thanksforlettingmekn

Julia:I'llseeyouattheburialtomorrow,kana

RragweBanswasourfavouriteneighbour.We

alwaysgotmilkfrom him.

Bans:Yeah,thanks.



Hehungupandthenheclosedhisguardhouseand

left,ifhissupervisordidaroundcheckontheguards

ondutyandfoundhim andfirehim thatwouldbe

good,whodoesn'tpayworkersuptothe5th

anyways...Hedidn'tsignupforvolunteering!

AtOdirile'soffice....

LateronBansknockedonthedoorandwalkedinas

adeliverygirlfrom alocalcompanysetupOdirile's

breakfastbythetable.Odirileswunghischairand

rolledtotheprinterwherehegrabbedsome

documentsandslidbacktothedesk..

Odirile:Bans,whatareyoudoinghere?

Bans:warengmonna

Odirile:Haveaseat.

Deliverygirl:I'm donesir.

Odirile:Thankyou..



Hetookouthiswalletandhandedheratip...

Odirile:It'sonmytabright?

Delivery:Yes,haveagoodday.Thankyou

Odirile:Sure.

ShewalkedoutthenOdirilepickedadonutandtook

abitebeforehandingBansthetray...

Odirile:Pick

Banspickedandtookabite..

Odirile:What'sup?Bythewayiwon'tmisstheburial.

Iwasjustavoidingaconfrontationthatalmostcost

me,Sunshinewasangryakgwamolelomaabane.

Bans:Iunderstand..Icametodropthis...



Odirileputdownthedonutandwipedhishandswith

wetwipesthenheopenedthejobapplicationand

readit..He'dalwayshopedhe'dneverhavetodecide

this,wouldSunshineevenunderstandhim hiringan

oldfriendorhe'dbeanex'sbrother...Womenhave

theirownwayofthinkingbutherespectedthat...He

hadto...

Odirile:Alright,I'llseewhatIcando

Bans:Odineedanotherfavourbutifyoucan'thelpi

understand..

Odirile:Keeng?

Bans:Fefeisinjail,andidon'tknowwhattodo...

Youhavebeenthroughthisbefore,what'ssupposed

tohappen?Idon'thavemoneyforalawyerbuti

knowican'ttrustThamiso'sfamily.

Odirile:Doesn'tFefehavealawyer?Evenifshe

doesn'thaveityoucanusehermoney.

Bans:Shedoesn'thavemoney.Sheisahousewife,i



thinkshegetslikeP1000wifeallowancepermonth.

Heleanedbackdumbfounded,sheleftapartnership

forahousewifetitle?Shemusthavereallylovedthis

guy...Whydidheeventormenthimselfoverthe

years...Wow....stillwouldSunshinebeOKwithhim

gettinginvolved?Thepolicewerealreadytroubling

them...

Odirile:Helpingherwillgetmeintrouble.

Bans:Yourwifewon'tknow,doitformenotforFefe.

Forthefriendshipweoncehad...Thechildhood

memorieswehad,thetoughtimeswewentthrough

andhowweusedtotalkaboutgettingrichand

gettingthemostbeautifulwives.

Odirile:Letmethinkabout,itsnotanracydecision

becauseyou'rebasicallyaskingmetobetraymy

wifeandlietoher.Ididn'twanttobetheoneto

bringliesanddeceitintoourmarriage.

Bans:Iunderstand.Butshehasa6weeksoldbaby



andsheissupposedtobebreastfeed.Thanks

though.

Odirileleanedbackthoughtfully...

Atthehospital...

Thamiso'smotherandfatherlookedatthedoctoras

heexplained...

RaThamiso:Weunderstandallthatbutthewifeis

underinvestigationforattemptingtokillhim

thereforeThamisoshouldbeunderprotection.He

shouldbemovedtoanewroom andnooneshould

beallowedinexcepthisparents.

MaThamiso:Especiallyhiswifeoranyonewedon't

knowbecausewhoknowswhatcouldhappen.

Doctor:Iunderstandthat...

RaThamiso:Thankyou..



TheystoodupandwalkedtoThamiso'sroom...

RaThamiso:Iwasthinking...Thingsseem tooshady

nowandnowiunderstandwhyThamisohadsigned

overallofhisshares..Hedidn'ttellmewhy...Ithink

hehadafeelingsomeoneisafterhim..

MaThamiso:Hegaveyouallofhisshares?When?

RaThamiso:Lastweek,ididn'tknowwhy.Ithink

thingswerebadandhewasavoidinglosinga

businessinthedivorce.Heaskedmenottotell

anyone.

MaThamiso:Somethingmusthavebeenreally

wrong...

Theywalkedintheroom thenhismothergrabbed

hiswashingragandwalkedinthebathroom...

MaThamiso:Letmewetthisandwipehim



RaThamiso:Ok...

MeanwhileThamisolaidonthebedwithhiseyes

closed,hecouldhearvoicesbuthecouldn'topenhis

eyesormovealimb...Buthecouldtellitwashis

motherandfather...WherewasFefe,werehis

daughterssafe?Hecouldn'tevenrememberifhe

overpoweredthatmanorheendedupkillinghisown

family.Thebathroom doorclosedwithhismother

talkingfrom theinsidethenhefelthisfather'shand

onhisneck...Hetriedtospeakbutwordscouldn't

comeout...Itwasasifhewasexperiencingsleep

paralysesorsomething...

RaThamiso:(whispered)Thami?

Hetriedtorespondbuttherewasnothingcoming

out,hecouldn'tevenmoveamusclethenhefelthis

father'shandoverhisnoseandmouthashe

pressedhim down,Thamisotriedtokickorpushhis

handbuthecouldn'tmoveanythingofhisbodyparts,



hechokedandranoutofairhopinganyonewalksin

buthewasrunningoutofstrength...Hecouldfeel

hischestabouttoexplodeashechoked...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Thamiso'sfatherpressedhim down,Thamisoturned

hiseyesandthebathroom dooropened,thefather

quicklyfixedthesheetsandinnocentlyrubbed

Thamiso'shead...

Thamiso'smothergaspedanddroppedthewashing

rag...

Her:Heopenedhiseyes...

Thamisogaspedforairthensheranoverandpicked

hishand...



Her:Callthedoctor,babolelelegorrotsogilemo

khomeng..

Him:Gotellthem,letmetrygettinghim up..

Her:Hurry!

HesighedandwalkedoutasThamiso'smother

smiledtearfullyandkissedhim...

MinuteslaterthedoctorwalkedinasThamiso's

fatherstoodbywatching,areminderofhowhis

fatherbetrayedhim...Sleepingwithhiswifehowever

andwheneverhewantedthenonlygivinghim a

smallpieceofthecompanywhilehisbrothergotit

all...Evenafterfindingouthowhecameabout

Thamisonevergavehim evenasmallpercentageas

signofgratitudeforthefatherroleheplayed...To

him itwasasifnothinghappened...

Doctor:Pleasewaitoutside...



Thenurseescortedthem outsidewhilethedoctor

checkedhim...

AtSunshine'soffice...

MeanwhileSunshinestoodbyherdesktalkingto

oneofthebeautyproductssuppliers...

Sunshine:Eemma...Weareexpectingalotof

customersthisseason,youhowfestiveseasonis...

Eemma,bye..

Odirileknockedandwalkedinjustashungup,she

smiledandmeltedintohisarmsashehuggedher

andkissedher...

Odirile:Icametospoilyourday...Yousaidyou'd

ratherihurtyouwiththetruththanliesright?

Sunshine:What'shername?Thatgirlinthe



reception?Right?

Odirile:No,ofcoursenot..Wait,whyher?

Sunshine:Iam awomanandiseethroughnaive

littlegirls.

Odirile:Gakejestock

Sunshine:Ojaeng?

Hesmiledfeelingtrappedandlaughedasshe

laughedatherselfandsatdown...

Sunshine:Letaikgolegakana

Odirile:Nxustruu..(theylaughed)OK...So...

Hepulledthechairandsatdownthenheputhisfoot

overherdesklookingather..

Odirile:Banswasjustinmyoffice,heneedsmy

help...Hissisterisintheholdingcell.HesaysI'm his



lasthope...IguessnowI'm notasuspect,sheis.

Sunshine:Andinyoursweetheartgettinginvolvedis

thebestidea,helpingyourexfightacaseagainst

theattemptedmurderofherhusband.Guiltyornot

guiltyitsnotyourbusiness.

Odirile:Ok,iguessthat'sano.

Sunshine:Abigfatno,you'renotsavingher.Letthe

brotherfindaway...I'm surehewill.Theymanaged

tolivecomfortablywhenyouwereinjailI'm sure

someonewillpopup.

Odirile:(laughed)Babe,keutule.Alrightenough

aboutOfentse...howaboutaJob?Bansneedsajob...

Sunshine:ThatoneisOK,heisyourfriend.Aslong

aswhateveryoudoforhim isn'tlinkedtotheex

Odirile:Yesma'am...

Hetookhisfootoffhertableandstoodupthenhe

leanedoverandkissedherbeforeoutandback

upstairstohisoffice...



OnceintheofficeOdirilesatdownanddialedBans...

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:IjusthandedHRyourapplicationletter,told

them tocallyouforinterview.Pleasereadbefore

comingfortheinterview.Ouroperationshave

improvedsowedon'tjustpickanyone..

Bans:(smiledandpunchedtheair)Iknow,thanks

Odirile:AboutFefe...(sighed)Ijusttalkedtoafriend

ofminewalawyerandhesaysheisnotinBotswana

atthemomentsoican'thelpFefe.

Bans:Alright,thanksfortrying.

Odirile:Cheers

Hehungupandsighedthenhegotbacktowork...

AtThamiso'sHouse..



LaterthatafternoonBansandJaneunlockedthe

doorandwalkedin...

Jane:DoesThamisoknowyouhaveasparekeyto

hishouse?

Bans:No,Fefegaveittomeforcaseslikethis...She

likesloosingkeyssoshewantedtohaveanother

pairjustincase..Pleasehelpmefindthechildren's

clothessowecangocollectthem..Thamiso's

motherisalreadychasingthem yetshestayedwith

them forover4years..

Jane:Fefeshouldnevertrustherinlaws..

Shewalkedtowardsthechildren'sandpushedthe

doorbutthedoorwasstuck,shelookeddownanda

phonewastrappedunderthedoor.Shesquatted

andgrabbeditasshepushedthedoorandpulledit

out...

Jane:Babe?Babewee?Taobone...



Shepressedonitandtheintrudersscreenlock

picturecameon...

Jane:It'sthatman'sphone..

Banssteppedoverandlookedatthephone..

*

*

*

*
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AtFefe'sHouse...

Banspressedthephoneandthemandescribedby

Fefeappearedonthescreenanditrequiredapin...

Bans:Let'stakethistothepolicestation.Maybe

theywillreleaseher.

Jane:Letmegetthechildren'sthings..Howare

goingtotransportsomanychildrenwithoutacaror

taximoney?

Bans:Eish...Andthosekidsareallyoung...Bellais

theonlyonewhocanhandlethedistance.Idon't

wantyoucarryinganythingheavybecauseyou're

heavilypregnant...Otogaoyaspatelaearly.

Jane:Can'tThamiso'smothergiveusmoneyordrop

ushomeatleast?Shecanusethecompanycarand



itwon'tbeherexpenses.

Bans:Youdon'tknowthatfamily,it'sso

dysfunctional.Iwouldn'tevenbesurprisedif

Thamisoistheonetryingtokillhim because

apparentlyheisn'thisson...Hisfatherforcefully

sleptwiththewifeandThamisowasbornthenthe

fathercompensatedhim withthecompanyshares

andwiththathekeptsleepingwithhisdaughterin

law.WhowouldbeOKraisingachildbornoutof

betrayal

Jane:ButhelovesThamiso,hetreatshim likehis

own.

Bans:Ijustdon'ttrustthisfamily...I'llfindawayto

getthechildren.

Hetookouthisphoneandsentacallmeback...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirilesteppedoutofthecarandunstrappedhis



boysfrom theirseats,thehousehelperwalkedover...

Odirile:(remindingstare)Taylor??Tyler??

Theboysrememberedtheirbagsandranbackto

him,hehandedthem andclosedthedoorsasthe

househelperpickedtheyoungestboy...

Her:HiTyler?

Tyler:Hiauntie...

ShewalkedinsidewiththeboyswhileOdirile

grabbedhislaptopbagandaphone.Hedialed

Sunshineashewalkedinthehouseandintothe

bedroom...

Sunshine:Hello?

Odirile:Ikeeptellingyounottoworkfulldayandwa



ganaakere?

Sunshine:Babytodaywehadalotofclientsandyou

knowwhat'sfunny-

Odirile:Listentome...Ifyoukeepdoingthisyou'll

notgobacktotheofficeuntilafteryou'vedelivered,

doyouunderstandme?Youknowverywellyou're

supposedtoberesting,thedoctorsaidyoumust

rest.

Sunshine:Iunderstandthatbutbusinessis-

Heclenchedhisjawsandputhislaptopbagonthe

bedthenhesighedremovinghistieandthrowingit

inthebasket...

Odirile:You'renotgoingtoworkthiswholeweek.

You'llbestayinghomebecausewhenwemakean

agreementyoudon'tabideby.

Sunshine:Firstofall-

Odirile:Iwasn'taskingyou.



Hecutthecallandthrewthephoneonthebedwhile

shecalled.Heignoredhercallandjumpedinthe

shower.Minuteslaterhegotoutandgotready.

Hewalkedinthelivingroom wheretheboyswere

eating..

Odirile:(tothenanny)I'llbeback,you'llknockoff

whenicomeback...

Her:Eerra..

Hegotinthecaranddroveoutashereceived

severalmessages,heclickedanditwascallbacks

from Bansthenhesenthim airtimeanddialedhim.

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Yeah,isentyouP50airtime.



Bans:Eisheish,suchabigamountforairtimene

mona?Youshouldhavegivenmethatmoney.I'm so

exhausted,wejustcamefrom thepolicestation..

WefoundaphoneatFefe'sHousesonowI'm at

Thamiso'smother's.Icametopickthechildrenbut

thisladywon'tdropus.Sheisleavingnowareoya

spatelatohersonandarideyapala...Idon'tknowif

shethinksI'llgiveuponmynieces...Banabake

bagannakekanasoketaasokolakabonehela.

Odirile:Ok?Soyouneedmoney?

Bans:Yeahoryoucancomepickusupanddropus

home.

Odirile:BansrememberwhenyousaidIshouldn't

havesleptwithyoursisterbecauseitwouldaffect

ourrelationship?Youwereright,it'snowaffectingus.

Bans:Sunshinedoesn'thavetoknowthis,Fefe

doesn'thavetoknoweither..You'rehelpingmehere.

Odirile:Youdon'tgetit,Sunshineispregnantand

youknowhowsensitivepregnantwomenare.Idon't

wanttobeinadifficultsituation..DoyouthinkJane

wouldbehappyifsheheardyoudroppedoff



Lesego'schildren?

Bans:Ofcoursenot,that'swhyI'm sayingshe

shouldn'tknow.

Odirile:Let'sjustagreethatwhenitconcernsFefe

youdon'ttellmebecausethenilookbadforsaying

no...youknowhowifeelabouther,ifikeepburying

myheadintoherissuesI'm goingtoendupcheating.

Preventionandselfdisciplineisbetterthan

apologisingandmendingabrokenheart..Idon't

wanttobemarriedtoabrokenwomanbecauseI'd

neverenjoymarriage.

Bans:KeagotshwaraOd,ifSunshinewasmysister

I'm surenkabekeitumellagoutwaorialobutnow8

feeljealouslenna...Apartofmeisangrythatyou

andmysisteraren'ttogether.It'sfunnybecausei

neverwantedyoutwotogetherbutnowyou'renot

andithurtsme.

Odirile:Shedumpedme...Shecheatedanddidall

thatwhileiwasimprisonedbythesamefamilyshe

marriedintonownkabekedirilejang?Killtheentire

Mauntobewithher?Becausethat'swhereiwas



headed...IwasturningintoTedBundyorJoe

Goldberg.Iwasthisclosetoenjoyingtorture.

Bans:Waitwhatareyousaying?

Odirile:(sighed)I'm tryingtoliveanormallifewith

myfamily,stopmakingFefemyproblem.Sheismy

ex,ifyoukeepusingourfriendshiptohelpheryou

mightnotbeagoodcandidateforthepostyou

appliedforbecauseidon'tmixbusinesswithmy

privatelife.

Bans:No,pleasenotmyjob.I'm sorry,aretswe

mogoyabana,ketaipontsha.

Odirile:Shap

Hehungupandsenthim P500thenhedroveoff.

AtSunshinebeautyspa

Sunshinestoodbythereceptionstampingsome

documents,shepushedouthershoeasherfeetgot



swollenthenshesteppedonthefloor.

Odirilewalkedinthereceptionwithaseriousface,

herheartskippedasshepausedholdingthe

companystamp..

Odirilewalkedovertoherandkissedherwitha

straightfacethenheturnedtothereceptionist..

Odirile:PleasebringMrsOd'shandbagandphone,

lockherofficeandbringmethekeys.

Sunshine:Babeihave-

Odirile:Ifthereisanythingelseyouneedtodofor

thecompanynowwouldbetherighttimetogather

everythingbecausethatofficewon'tbeopenthe

next2weeksuntilsomeonelearnstobehavelikean

adult.

Thereceptionistwalkedoversmiling...



Her:(smiled)Ketsesir,ibroughtherlaptoptoo,so

shedoesn'thaveanexcusetocomehereandget

herfeetswollenagain..

Sunshine:(laughed)You'refired!

Thereceptionburstintolaughterandtookherseat..

Her:Byema'am

Sunshine:(smiled)You'llneverbepromoted.You're

notloyalatall.

Odirile:(puthishandbehindherback)Let'sgo...(to

thereceptionist)Bye

Her:Bye

Odirilecarriedherthingswhileshedraggedherfeet...

Attheholdingcell...



MeanwhileFeferockedbackandforthandstood

up...Sheneededhermedication,ithadbeenaday

sincesheskippedandRiriwouldbebackanytime...

Herchildrenwerenowoldenoughtounderstand

thesethingsandthey'dneverunderstand...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshepacedupanddownthen

thepoliceofficerapproached..

Her:Ofentse?

Sheturnedaroundandfollowedthepoliceofficer.

Almostthirtyminutesafter,shewalkedoutofthe

buildingandstoppedanotherpoliceofficer...

Fefe:Hi,caniborrowyourphone?Iwantedthem to

dropmeoffatthehospitalsoicancheckmy



husbandbuttheysaidtherearenocars.Ijustwant

tocallsomeone..

Thepoliceofficerhandedherthephonethenshe

dialedBubuhopingshegotthenumbercorrect....

Bubu:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,areyouinMaun?

Bubu:No,I'm inFtown

Fefe:Ok,ineedtransporttothehospital.I'm afraid

tocontactThamiso'sfamilybutiknowBansdoesn't

havemoney.

Bubu:I'lltryfindingyoumoney.

Fefe:Ok,butidon'thavemyphonenow.I'lltalkto

youlater

Shehungupanddialedsomeone...



AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirilewalkedinthebedroom whileSunshinesaton

thebedtyping,helaidbetweenherandcaressedher

thigh..

Odirile:whatwassohardaboutworkingfrom home

whilerestingonthebedwithapillowbehindyou.

Sunshine:(laughed)You'reabusive..

Theylaughedashisphonerang,shepickeditupand

handeditoverthenhepickedthecallandanswered

whilekissingherbumplyingbetweenherlegs...

Odirile:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,itsme.CanitalktoSunshine?

Odirile:Who?

Fefe:YourwifeOD,yourwife...Hurryupkeadmile



phone.

Odirilehandedherthephoneandlookedather...

Odirile:It'sOfentse.

Sunshinefrownedsurprised..

Sunshine:Hello?

Fefe:Hi,itsOfentse...IknowIshouldn'tdothisbutI

wouldn'taskifIwasn'tdesperate.Ineedtogosee

Thamiso.Idon'thavemoneyforataxiormyphone

withme...Iwasjustreleased.Allineedistoseeif

heisOK.Iknowheisthemostannoyingpersonin

theworldandyouprobablydon'tlikehim eitherbut

heisthefatherofmychildrenandtheylovehim alot.

Pleasehelpmeout,idon'twanttoaskOdirile...

Sunshinesmiledsurprised...



Fefe:Please...I'm lookingatthevisitinghourtime...

Howeveryoucanhelpisfine.KoorehelaI'm one

personwhodoesn'thavealotafriendssowhenI'm

introubleidon'thavealotofpeoplecomingforthe

rescue.

Sunshine:Ok,I'm comingnow.

Fefe:Thanks.

ShehungupandgotdressedasOdirilesatup...

Odirile:whatwasthatabout?

Sunshine:I'm goingtohelpherout,sheaskedfora

ride

Odirile:Wesaidnotalkingtoexs

Sunshine:(smiled)Sheisnotmyex!

Hedroppedonthebedandsighed...



Odirile:Aroundbeforeyougo?

Sunshine:Don'tbeababy

Odirile:I'llbequick

Sunshine:Stopit

Odirile:Pleasemama,canihaveacake

Sunshine:Mommyiscomingbaby..OK

Heleanedoverandkissedhim thenshewalked

out....

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#77

Atthepolicestation...

Sunshinetookadeepbreathassheapproachedthe

policestationtalkingtothephonebytheholder...

Sunshine:I'm justhelpingherbecauseshesounded

desperate,plusshecalledme.Otherwomencould

havecalledOdirileandgethim tohelpherbutshe

calledme...Irespectherforthat..

Sister:Butstill...Justdon'tgettooclosetoher.Men

aresostupid,ifheseeshereverydaywagomo

twaelagapeandstartmissingher.

Sunshine:(smiled)Iknow,it'sjustthisonce.From

hereshewillbeoutcontrollingherrichhusband's

moneynotneedingridesfrom strangers.

Sister:(sighed)Fine...



Sunshine:Thankyou,noteveryoneisbad.

Sister:Ijustdon'ttrustwomen...Womenaremore

dangerousthanmenbecauseyouwouldn'tsuspect

them.

Sister:(laughed)Iknow,it'sjustonce.I'm herenow,

bye

Shehungupandtookadeepbreath,shewasn'tsure

howthingswouldbe...Howdopeoplebehavewhen

they'rewiththeirpartner'sexanyways...

ShepullednexttoOfentseandrolleddownthe

windows...

MeanwhileFefetookadeepbreathandwalkedover,

sheopenedthedoorandgotin..

Sunshine:Hi,hopeididn'ttaketoolong.

Fefe:(smiled)Ohit'sOK...Thanksforhelping.



Sunshine:Sure

Sunshinereversedandjoinedtheroadasthecar

seatbelttingednonstop...

Sunshine:Putonyourseatbeltlove.

Fefejuststaredoutthewindowthoughtfully...

Sunshine:Ofentse?

Fefe:(turnedaround)Uh?

Sunshine:(smiled)Seatbelt...

Fefe:Ohhsorry,ididn'thearyou.

Shepulledtheseatbeltthensheleanedbackas

Sunshinedroveoff.



AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirileandtheboyskickedtheballinfrontofthe

houseandtheballhidtheflowerpotcrackingit...

Taylor:Dadit'syou!

Odirile:shit!

Tyler:(laughed)Ohmamaisgoingtokillyou

Thethreeofthem walkedovertotheflowerpotand

surroundedit,Odirilepickedthepieceandlookedat

it.

Odirile:Gobringmeglue,doyourememberwhereit

is?

Taylor:Yup!

HeraninthehouseandcamewithitthenOdirile



gluedbackwhiletheboysstoodbywatching..

Taylor:(laughed)Youknowsheisgoingtocrywhen

shefindsoutyoubrokeherflowerpotright?

Odirile:Whoisgoingtotellher?Ifixedit.

Tyler:(laughed)Ibrokethevasetheothertimeand

shecriedsayingI'm adevilishchild

Theycrackedintolaughterthenhecarefullyletgo

andgrabbedtheball,apartofhim wonderedhow

FefehadbeencopingwithRiri,whatifanything

happenedtohisdearwife..

Odirile:Keepplaying,letmecheckonmama.

Theboysranoffkickingtheballwhilehetookout

hisphoneanddialedSunshine...



Atthehospital...

MinuteslaterSunshineparkedthecarandpulledthe

handbrakeasherphonerang.Fefeglancedather

phoneas"Daddy"called...

Sunshine:Hey!

Odirile:Justcheckingonyou.

Sunshine:(laughed)Ijustparkedthecar,letmetalk

toherI'llcallyouback.

Odirile:AlrightbutitsOK.Justwantedtoknowif

everythingisok.

Sunshine:Okbye.

ShehungupandturnedtoOfentse...

Sunshine:You'llbeOKright?Imeanafterchecking

onyourhubby.Wagoboakaeng?It'sverylate.



Fefe:That'swhyiwaitedforyoutofinishtalkingto

ODsoIcanaskyou

Sunshine:Odirile

Fefe:Yeah,Odirile....Doyoumindwaiting?

ItwastheODforher,thatjustendedeverything..

Sunshine:ButI'm sureyou'llfindsomeoneinside.

Fefe:Please...Justonemoretime..Idon'teven

knowifThamisowillagreetoseemebecausethey

probablytoldhim I'm tryingtokillhim.Helikes

jumpingintoconclusions.Please...

Sunshine:(sighed)OK...I'llwait.

Fefe:Thanks..

Shesmiledandturnedwalkingaway.Sunshinetook

outherphoneandwatchedvideosonline....

Insidethehospital...



Fefewalkedinandleanedoverthenursestation...

Fefe:Hi,mynameisOfentseThamiso.I'm hereto

seemyhusband?

Nurse:(glancedatthenotice)Um...Nooneis

allowedtoseehim.

Fefe:I'm hiswife!

Nurse:Eemmabutyou'renotallowedinside.

Fefe:Whosaidthat?Thesamepeoplewhotriedto

killhim?Becauseican'tthinkofanyonewhowant

him dead

Nurse:Ma'am ireallydon'tknowmuchabouthim...I

haveotherpatients.

Fefe:Whereishe?

Nurse:Kareyou'renotallowedtoseehim

Shegrabbedherbythebraidsandpulledherover



thecounter...

Nurse:Room 4!Room 4!Pleasedon'thurtme...kea

gokopa.Ican'tkeitsenyamatsadikamothokesa

moitse.Room 4!

Shelethergoandthenurseslidbackbehindthe

counter,Fefeleanedoverandfixedthenurse'shair

smiling...

Fefe:Sorry,iwasjusttryingtoseemyhusband

that'sall.Ihopeyouwon'tcallanyonebecausei

wouldn'twanttohurtyou...

Nurse:Ididn'tevenseeyougoingtohisroom.You

nevercamehere!

SheturnedandcalmlywalkedtoThamiso'sroom

whereshepushedthedoorandwalkedin.

Thamiso'sparentsturnedaroundandlookedather...



RaThamiso:Getout...Now!

Fefe:Ijustwanttoseehim

Sister:Aftertryingtokillhim,howdidyouevenget

outofjail?

Fefe:Theyfoundaphoneanditprovesididn'tdoit.I

thinkthey'rewaitingforawarrantofarresttoget

whoeverdiditorsomething.

RaThamiso:Leave!

RaThamisowalkedovertoherthenshewalked

backwardslookingatThamisolyingonthebed

grantinghelplessly.Sheturnedandwalkedout

closingthedoor...

Thamiso:(lowvoice)KeFefe?

Bigsister:No,it'snother...Layback...Laydown..



Shehelpedhim laybackdownashegrantedinpain...

Insidethecar....

MeanwhileSunshinewatchedamovieinthecar

whilechewingpiecesofbiltong.Fefegrabbedthe

doorandshejumpedasFefeknockedonthe

windowroughly...

SunshineunlockedthedoorthenFefesatinsideand

burstintocrying...

Fefe:I'vehadenoughofthisfamily!I'm donewith

thismarriage,ididn'tevenwanttomarryhim...I

marriedhim becausemytwinthoughtitwasagood

ideaandshewouldn'tlistentome...Ilikedhim yes

butifelloutoflovewithhim ifthatevenmakes

sense.

Sunshine:Calm down...Notallinlawswillloveyou...

Od'sfamilylovesmebutiknowsomeofthem



probablygossipaboutmeinmyabsence.

ShestartedthecaranddroveoutasFeferubbedher

tearstalking...

Fefe:Idon'trememberbeinghappy...Idon't...My

wholelifeI'vemademistakesbasedonother

people'sopinionsandthat'swhyI'm nothappy.I

sacrificedalotforpeopleandbecauseofthatican't

behappy....Ihadtofacemenwhobeatmeupand

rapedmetakingturnsallbecauseididn'twantmy

twintobehurt...ialsostoppedpursuingOdirile

becauseagainmysisterthoughtitwasagoodidea!

Whenam ievergoingtobehappy!

Shetearfullyturnedandlookedather...

Fefe:doyouknowthatOdirileactuallyunderstood

me?Heboughtmeanecklacebutmysistergotrid

ofit.Isearchedforyears...Andnowican'tbewith



Odirilebecauseofyou!

Sunshine'sheartpoundedasshelookedather,she

lookedatthetimeanditwasalittleafterseven

thoughitwasalreadydark.

Shepulledonthesideoftheroadandpressed

unlock.

Sunshine:Ithinkyoushouldleave,you'rescaringme.

Fefe:Leaveandgowhere?Whyiseverything

suddenlyaboutyou?AllofsuddenOdirilehasto

seekyourpermissiontodoeverything

Sunshine:That'senough,pleasegetout.Imadea

mistaketocomehere..

Fefegrabbedherbythehairandpunchedheronthe

face,SunshineputherhandsoverherfacethenFefe

punchedheronthestomach,sheputherhandsover



herbumpwhileFefegrabbedthecarkeys.She

steppedoutofthecarandranacrossthegrassbut

Fefegrabbedherbythehair.

Fefe:Let'sgoback..

Sunshine:Please,I'm pregnant...

Fefepickedatwigandhelditlikeaknife...

Fefe:I'llprickyouwiththis,ketagothabakaphatsha

e...Heta

Sunshinewalkedbackinthecar,Fefegotinthe

driver'sseatanddroveintotheoppositedirection.

Sunshine:Whereareyougoing?

Fefe:Iknowwhatgirlslikeyouneed,you'rejustlike

AlesengandI'm goingtodealwithyouthesameway.



Sunshinelookedattheback,Fefelookedattheback

aswellandwentoffroad.Shestoppedthecarthen

Sunshinesteppedoutandran,Fefegrabbedabottle

ofjuiceinthecarandranafterherthenshe

smasheditonherhead.Sunshinefellforward,Fefe

turnedheraroundandlaidheronherbackthenshe

touchedherbumpandthoughtfullylookedatthecar.

Shecouldn'tpossiblykillOdirile'sbabyno,never...

Sheneededtogethim outandmaybeputhim at

someone'sdoorstepsotheycouldlateradopthim

asafamilyandlivehappilyeverafter.Shegrabbeda

pieceofthebottleandaimedherabdomenthenshe

closedhereyesandslicedasSunshineleapedand

screamedinagony..Shepickedastonenearbyand

hitheronthehead,thiswasfarmoredifficultthan

dealingwithAleseng.Shewaitedandwatchedher

layingmotionlessthenshepickedthepieceofa

bottleandcarriedonslicing.....

*



Unexplainable

#78

AtOdirile'sHouse...

AbouttwohourspassedwhileOdirilefinished

bathingtheboysandtuckedthem in,hetookouthis

phoneandtextedSunshine.

Odirile:Heynocheating,tonightisyourturntoread

fortheboys.

Hesentthemessageandwalkedtothechildren's

shelfwherehepickedthatnight'sstorybookthenhe

pulledthechairandsatdownwhiletheboyslaidon

theirbunkbeds...

Odirile:WheretheWildThingsAre.Writtenby

MauriceSendak...



Theboystookadeepbreathandlistenedasheread

outloudforthem.Heturnedpageafterpageuntilhe

heardTylersnoringthenhepausedandstoodup

lookingatTaylor.

Odirile:WewillcontinuetomorrowrightNinja?

Taylor:Right..

Odirile:Goodnight...

Taylor:Goodnight..

Hewalkedtowardsthedoorandflickedtheswitch..

Taylor:Daddy?

Odirile:(turnedaround)YesNinja

Taylor:Whereismommy?

Odirile:Shewenttopicksomeonewhoneededaride,

she'llbeback.



Taylor:Imissher.

Odirile:Iknowimisshertoo..Getsomesleep,you'll

seeherinthemorning.

Taylor:Goodnight..

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedintotheirbedroom

wherehesatonthebedanddialedSunshinebut

therewasnoanswer.HedialedBans...

Bans:(sleepy)Hello?

Odirile:HowdidFefeknowmynumber?Shesaid

shedoesn'thaveherphonewithherandyetshe

calledmefrom astranger'sphoneandaskedtotalk

toSunshine.

Bans:Ididn'tgiveittoherbutmaybeshegotitfrom

myphonebecausesheusedtoaskmeaboutyou.

Odirile:Kanajaanongican'tcallherbecauseshe

doesn'thaveaphone.Shecalledaskingforaride

andnowSunshineisn'tansweringthephone.How

hasshebeendoingthroughouttheyears?



Bans:Youthinkshe'dharm yourwife?ReallyOd?I

knowyou'redonewithmysisterbuttothinklikethat

abouther?Fefehasbeencured...Thetraditional

doctorcuredherandifitmakesyoufeelbettershe

takeshermedicationtoo.I'm sureshe'llbehome

soon.

Odirile:IhopesobecauseI'llkillherifshedoes

anythingstupid.

Bans:Shewon't,relax!

Odirile:Shap.

Hehungupandsighedtakingoffhisclothesthenhe

gotinbed.Helaidthereforafewminutesstaringin

thedark,thisdidn'tmakesense...Howdoyougoto

bedwithoutyourpregnantwife...Nah!

Hegotupandputonhisclothesthenhepassedby

theboysroom andpeakedin.Theywerebothasleep

thenhegotinthecaranddroveoff....



CommercialBreak

ThePeople’sFestivalTour~Maun

PerformancesBy:

Makhadzi|Franco&AfroMusica|ChamaGal|

PrinceKaybee(RSA)|Team Distant|Eskimos|La

Timmy|ShankyBriz|StigerSola|MCMaswe&The

BeautyQueens|

Dj’s:Modric|Bunz|KSB|MrBrown|Sly(RB2)

MCs:HeyNyeeena|T.H.A.B.O|LeboMolax(RSA)|

Modidima

Date:22December2021

Venue:MaunStadium

Time:12Noon



Tickets:

P150EarlyBird

P200Standard

P300atthegate

P1000VIP

Coolersboxesallowedbefore8(P50)

TICKETSAVAILABLEINALLSPARS(Webtickets)

✍ AllCOVIDprotocolstobeobserved

Atthehospital...

LateronOdirileparkedintothequietparkinglotand

lookedaround



AtThamiso'sfather's...

LaterthatnightThamiso'smotherwalkedinthe

bedroom applyingherantiagingcream andsaton

theedgeofthebedwhileherhusbandlaidonthe

bedworriedly.Herphonereceivedamessagethen

shepickeditupandsmiledtyping..

Message:Howmybabygirldoing?

Her: It'slatetherra.

Message: Mymom sawyourpictureonmy

phone

Her: whichone?

Message:Theoneitookwheniwasbringingyou

food.Sheaskedmequestionsbutabekeijampisa

abealesagobua.

Her:Weneedtostopthis,peoplearegoingtocall

meapedophile.



Message:Bonasendmeyourpicturerightnow...I

needtogivemyselfahandjobsinceyoudon'twant

tosleepoverinmynewhouse.

Her:I'llcometomorrow...

Sheliftedhetphoneandtookapicturethenshe

sent...

RaThamiso:Iwonderwhat'sontheintrudersphone.

MaThamiso:I'm justgladthetruthwillbeout.

RaThamiso:FefehasaccesstoThamiso'sATM

cards,whatifsheframesoneofusandgetthe

policetothinkitsus?

MaThamiso:Onlyinmovies...Butthenagainyou

almostsuccessfullyframedOdirilesoofcourse

you'dthinkabreastfeedingmotherwouldhavetime

toframepeople.Stopworrying..

Shedeletedhermessagesandtiedherhairthenshe



laiddown...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatnightOdiriledroveintothequiethospital

parkinglotandstoppedthoughtfully,hetookouthis

phoneanddialedSunshineagainbutthistimeher

phonewasoff.

Hedialedthepoliceanddroveoutoftheparking

lot...hisheartbegunpoundingashedrovelooking

outsidetheroadhopingtoseehercar..

Police:Maunpoliceservices.

Odirile:Goodevening,mynameisOdirileand...My

wifelefthoursagotopickupOfentsefrom thatside.

Shewasincustodyandhadbeenjustreleasedbut

nowican'tgothroughtoher.I'm worriedbecausei

don'tknowwhatmighthavehappened.



Police:Theymighthavedecidedtogetdrinks

Odirile:Sheispregnantandshewouldn'tgooutona

datewithOfentse.

Police:IfitwasachildI'dunderstandbutadults

haveawayofdoingthings.It'sonlybeenacoupleof

hours..Sheisprobablyoutsomewhere-

Odirile:Kareshewouldn't!Ofentsehasan

unpredictablementalcondition.Mywife’slifecould

beindanger.

Police:Stillwecanonlywaitareasonableamountof

timebeforewecanconsideranadultmissing.Try

callingherfriendsandfindoutifshehasn'tdecided

topassbythem.

Hecutthecallandsighedthoughtfullythenhe

dialedBans..

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Sunshineisnothome,I'm comingtogetyou.

You'retakingmetoyoursister'shouse.



Bans:Ok,letmegetdressed.

Hehungupanddialedthecontrolroom...

ODsecurityservicesthisisthecontrolroom.

Odirile:Calvinhi,trackmywife’scar.Emosystem

akere?

Calvin:Yes

Odirile:I'm sendingyouhercodenow.

Calvin:Ok,letmedothatjustnow.

Hehungupandclickedonhisphonetrackingdevice

thenhetappedonherphoneandwaited...Thedot

wasn'tgreen...Itwouldbedifficulttotrackher

phonewhileitwasoff.Heleanedbackthoughtfully

thenheremembered,he'dbeabletogetthelast

locationofthephone.HeclickedontheGooglemap

deviceandzoomedonthelocation...



AtBansHouse....

MeanwhileBansgotoffthebedandcarefully

steppedbetweenthechildrenwhiletheyallslepton

thefloor...

Jane:Idoubtit'sanythingserious...

Bans:Metoo..OdirileoratagoperformelaFefe.

Jane:Idon'tthinkso,ithinkhejustappreciatesthe

peaceSunshinebroughtintohislife.Odirilewas

dumpedunfairly.

Bans:HecanstillleaveherandbewithFefe

Jane:Leavehiswifeandkidstobewithsomeone

whocan'tchooseamantosettlewith?That'sunfair.

You'rejustsidingwithyoursister.

Bans:Comelockthedoor..

HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorasOdirile'slights

approached,hejumpedinthecarandOdiriletook



off...

Bans:(pulledthebelt)Slowdown!

Odirile:Thisisnotgood...Sunshinewouldneverstay

outuntilthislate...Herlastlocationisnearthepark

butican'tgetanythingspecificbecauseherphone

isoff.Controlroom lebonethey'restilltryingto

trackhercar.Thepolicedon'tthinktakeme

seriouslyspihavetofindherbecauseiknowshe

canneverstayoutthislate.Shealsogoestobed

early,orobalaledikoko.Ifshewentwillinglyshe'd

bebackaawamakwetekeboroko.Iwantusto

scoutthisarea...Iaskedthoseguystosendouttwo

guyskooffising.

Hejoinedthemainroadanddroveoff....

SomewhereinMaun...

Twofuelattendantsapproachedthetaxistopand



wavedatapassingtaxi,theotheroneturnedlooking

atthetrashdrum hangingonthegum poles...

Fuelattendant:What?

FuelAttendant2:Ithoughtiheardababycrying

1:(laughed)Where?

2:(frowned)Maybeit'smymind..

Ataxistoppedandtheywalkedtowardsthetaxi,the

otheropenedthedoorthenheheardthebaby

crying...

2:Didyouhearthat?(tothedriver)switchoffthe

music

1:Getinthecar,wearelate!

2:Iheardababycrying

Thebabycriedagain,thistimeeveryoneheard,the



fuelattendantwalkedtothebinandlookedinside...

Hisheartskippedassomethingmovedinsidethe

plastic.Hepickeditupandcarefullylaiditonthe

pavementthenhetoretheplastic,thebabycried

evenmorekicking...Theotherstookouttheir

phonesandtookpicturesthenheturnedaroundand

lookedatthem...

Fuelattendant:Kantegasegoreyou'recallingthe

police?!Mxm

Hedialedthepolicewhilethetaxidrivertookmore

picturesandtookoffhisTshirt,hewrappedthebaby

upandsatinthecarwhiletheothertalkedtothe

police...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillfollowat11pm tonight.Likeand

leaveacomment.

*



Unexplainable

#79

AtBansHouse...

LaterthatnightaknockonthedoorwokeJane,she

satupandyawnedthentherewasanotherknock.

Shegotoffthebedcarefullysteppingbetweenthe

childrenlayingalloverthefloorthensheunlocked

thedoor.Fefewasstandingatthestoop,Jane's

eyesdroppedtoherbloodyhandsandclothesas

shecriedshaking...

Fefe:Idon'tknowwhathappened...Pleasetellmei

didn'thurtanyone.

Jane'sheartskippedasshefrozestaringather...



Jane:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Fefe:Idon'tknow...Iwasinthepolicecellthenext

thingI'm walkingbesidestheroadwithbloodonmy

hands.Whereismybrother?Iwantmybrother..

Jane:Sitontheychair,I'llcallhim.

Janewalkedbackinthehouseandgrabbedher

phone....

NearMaunPark...

MeanwhileOdirilestoppedthecarashezoomedon

theGooglemapswalkingthroughthegrass.Bans

steppedonthegrassandfollowedhim thenhe

heardahissinthenearbygrassandranafter

Odirile...

Bans:Thereisasnakethere...Lebolobolokana



sengwehela...

Odirile:(switchedthephonelightson)Idon't

understandwhatshewouldbedoinghere...

Bans:Arethesetrackingthingsevenefficient..

Odirile'sphonerangwhileBansphonerang...

Bans:Hello?

Jane:Fefeishere,herhandsbloodyandsheis

crying.Shouldicallthepolice

Bans:No,giveherwaterathapethentakeher

clothesandputthem intheplastic.Giveheryour

clothessoshecanchange.

Jane:Whatifshehurther,shehaswaytoomuch

blood.

Bans:Mylovepleasedoasisay.

Jane:Ok,she'llbathbehindthehousebecausethere

isnospaceinsidethehouse.



Bans:Ok..

HehungupwhileOdiriletalkedtothephone...

Controller:You'renotfarfrom hercar,I'm lookingat

thescreenandyourdotsareliterallynexttoone

another...

Odirile:Ok,itsverydarkandthegrassistall..

Controller:Theothertwoguysarecomingtohelp.

Odirile:Ok,thanks.

HehungupandkeptwalkingasBansstopped..

Bans:IwasjusttalkingtoJane.Shesayssheisin

labour.

Odirile:Ican'ttakeyouback,mywifeisinhere

somewhereandineedtofindher.

Bans:YeahbutlennaJaneomodithabing.I'llgeta



taxi.Istillhavecoinsfrom whatyougaveme

Odirile:Ok,updateme.

Heturnedaroundandleft,Odirilekeptwalkinginthe

grasslightingwithhisphonetorch....

AtBansHouse...

LaterthatnightBaneediwalkedthroughthegate

whileFefeandJanesatinfrontofthehousetense

andsilent.Fefestoodupandtheyhuggedassher

burstintotearscrying...

Fefe:Ihadbloodallover...

Bans:Listentome...Youcan'tkeeptalkinglikethat

oryou'llneverseeyourchildrenagain.Youdon't

rememberanythingandthat'sOK...Leaveitlike

that...

Fefe:(tearfully)Iknowididsomethingbad..



Banstookouthermedication...

Bans:Ipassedbyyourhouseandgotyour

medication.Janebringthewater...

Janebroughtwater,Banstookouttwopillsandput

inhermouththenhehandedherthewater...

Bans:Drink

Ofentsedrunkthepillsandsighedhandinghim the

cup...

Bans:Doyouremembergettingreleasedfrom the

holdingcell?

Fefe:No...Iwasinthecellthenijustsawmyself

walkingbesidestheroadwithblood.



Bans:Ok,weneedtogetyourstorystraightbecause

thepolicearecomingforyou.Youwerereleased

thenyoucalledOdirileandaskedhiswifetocome

takeyoutothehospital.YoucheckedonThamiso

andcameback,Sunshinedroppedyouoffthenshe

droveoff...(turnedtoJane)Doyouunderstand?

SunshinedroppedFefehereandleft.

Jane:Won'tlyinggetmeintroubletoo?Ifshekilled

herthenillgotoprisonbutididn'tdoanything.Do

youthinkOdirilewillrestandjustletthingsbe

withoutgettingtothebottom ofit?

Bans:Ifhedoesn'thaveevidencehewon'tdo

anything,wejusthavetoactasanormalaspossible.

Givemeherclothes..Ihavetogetridofthem...

Hegrabbedaspadeandgotherclothesthenhe

walkedtowardsthefence,thedogswouldprobably

digoncetheysmelledblood.Heturnedandwalked

inthetoiletwherehedroppedthem inthepitlatrine

andsteppedout....



Nearthepark....

HourslaterOdirilesighedandsatonthelog

thoughtfully,itwasnowclosetomidnightandthe

mosquitoeswerehugewithseriousbites,hecould

onlyimaginehowSunshinewasdoing...Allthese

stillfeltlikeadream,whydidheevenlethergowith

Ofentseknowinghermentalcondition...

Guard:Thecar!

Heleapedupandranover,hestoppedbytheopen

doorandlitinside...

Odirile:Youdidn'ttouchitright?Therecouldbe

fingerprints.

Guard2:No

Guard:I'llcallthepolice

Odirile:BabepleasebeOKwhereveryou're...



Hewalkedaroundlightingandshouted...

Odirile:Sunny?Sunshine!????

Thetwoofthem spreadaroundshoutingand

lightingwiththeirtorchesastheothertalkedtothe

phone....

OdiriletookouthisphoneanddialedJane...

Jane:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,howareyoufeeling?

Jane:I'm fine

Odirile:Areyouinlabour?

Jane:No,why?

Bans:Whoareyoutalkingto?



Odirile:JanewhereisOfentse?

ShecutthecallthenhedialedBans...

Bans:Hello?

Odirile:Whereismywife?Keabekelebotsaka

maotseolentsayajaakasemataakere?Whereismy

wife?Ofentseokae?

Bans:Ifoundherhere,shesaysSunshinedropped

heroffandleft.I'llcomewithhersoshecanexplain

andhelpusfindSunshine...

Banscutthecall,Odirilewalkedaroundlightingas

thepolicecararrivedandjoinedinthesearchuntil5

inthemorning...

Oneofthepoliceofficersspottedbloodandblew

thewhistle.EveryoneranoverfollowingOdirileashe

stoppedandstaredattheblood...Heslowly



squattedandputbothhandsoverhismouth....

Police:Thisisalotofblood...

OdirileturnedandlookedatOfentsewithoutsaying

anything,hejuststaredatherthenshelookeddown,

henoticedabandageonherhandandwalkedover...

Odirile:Whathappenedtoyourhand?

Fefe:Iwascooking

Odirile:You'relying!(totheofficer)Sheislying!

Officer:Letsgooverthere,gonemmesinceyou're

thelastpersontoseeheryou'renowoursuspect.

Whereisshe?

Fefe:(tearfully)Idon'trememberanythingtobe

honestwithyou,butihadbloodonmyhands,I'm

sorryOdirile...



Odirileturnedandlookedatherthenhechargedbut

theofficerheldhim back..

Odirile:whereisshe!?

Fefe:(crying)Idon'tknow

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

InthemorningThamisoturnedhisheadandsighed

stilllayingonthebedthenheslowlygotupasthe

cutandthestitchesonhisabdomenhurt...

Anursewalkedandsmiled...

Nurse:Hi,atleasttodayyou'resitting...That'sa

goodsign.

Thamiso:Whereismyphone?

Sheopenedtheshelvesandhandedittohim...

Thamiso:Hasmywifebeenbannedfrom seeingme?



IthinkiheardsomethinglikethatwhileIwasstill

disoriented.

Nurse:Yes,yourparentsmadethatdecision.

Thamiso:Iwanttogohome,whereisthedoctor?

Nurse:Youhaven'tbeendischarged

Thamiso:Ifeelfine..

HedialedFefe'sphonebuttherewasnoanswer

thenheclickedonfacebook,somethingabouta

babybeingfoundinabinpassedthenheclickedon

Odirile'sFacebookpostsharedbyoneofhisfriends..

"Pleasehelpmefindmywife,sheisheavilypregnant

andI'm feelinghelplessrightnow.Shelefthomein

theafternoonyesterdaytohelpOfentseThamiso,

shehadbeenreleasedfrom policecustodyandshe

calledmethenbeggedmywifeknowingiwasn't

goingtohelpher.Mywifebeingsympathetictoher

situationchosetodropheroffatthehospital.I

talkedtoherbrieflywhileshewasatthehospital



andeverythingwasfine.Ibelievewhatever

happenedhappenedafterthat,hercarhasbeen

foundbehindtheparkandtherewasbloodallover.

Thewomanshewashelpinghasbeentakenbythe

policeassheindicatesthatshehadbloodonher

handsbutwon'ttelluswhathappened.Ifyoustay

aroundtheparkorperhapsyousawsomething

pleasecontactmeonthenumbermentionedorcall

thepolice.Wesearchedtheareathewholenightbut

I'm stillherewithmyfamilylookingforherincase

sheislyingunderneathsometreesinjured.Your

helpwillbeappreciated,sheisheavilypregnantand

hermaternitydressisbrightorange.Shehasona

longstraightweave.Thankyou.

Thamisoshookhishead,ithadn'tbeenamonth

sincehewassickandalreadysheattackedOdirile's

wifeinajealousrage...Andherehewasthinkingshe

isworriedabouthim.Itjustwasn'tenoughthathe

hadtodealwithhisfather-brothertryingtokI'llkill

him nowthis?



HedialedCoco...

Coco:What?

Thamiso:Hi..

Coco:I'm tiredofbeingyourparacetamol.Youonly

remembermewhenthingsgosound.Lasttime"I

usedmyself"soI'm notdoingthatanymore...

Thamiso:Cocolisten...Listen..

Coco:NoThami,I'm tiredofbeingtheotherwoman.

Thamiso:Ineedyourhelp,I'm sickandmychildren

arehomeless...

Coco:(tearfully)No,you'retakingadvantageofmy

loveforyou.Keagana.Askyoursisterstohelpyou,

Thamiso:Youknowhowmyfamilyis...Canyouhelp

me?

Coco:(rubbedhereyes)Youleftmeandhad5

childrenwithanotherwoman,I'm supposedtofeel

thesamewayifeltbefore?

Thamiso:Idon'texpectyoutobutifyoustilldoi



needyoutogotomyhouseandtakecareofmy

children,iwillneverletyougoagain...Ipromise.I

thoughticouldhandlethiswomanbutican't...When

I'm withherifeelweakandunappreciatedbecause

I'm competingagainstsomeonetotallydifferent

whatiam.

Coco:(tearfully)WantirisaThamiso...Youcan't

leavemeandgohavefivechildrenthenaskmeto

babysitthem.

Thamiso:Iknowit'sunfair,I'm sorry.Pleasego

home...I'llfindyouthere

Coco:Whatifshesuesme?

Thamiso:I'llpaythefinebesidesshehasbeen

arrestedandI'm notpayingalawyerforsomeone

whokilledanotherwomanforherhusband.Sheis

onherownandsheisadangertomychildren

becauseshemightthinkofkillingthem ifshefeels

likeamanwouldn'tacceptherchildren.Helpme...

Canyou?

Coco:Ok...ButI'm hurtthatyouwalkawayfrom me

anytimeyouwantandcomebackanytimeyouwant.



Onedayyou'llcomebackandiwon'tfeelthewayi

donow.

Thamiso:Therewon'tbenexttime...Ipromise.Go

home

Coco:ToOfentse'shouse?

Thamiso:Idon'tlikethissituationeither,I'lltalkto

themaidtoclearthebedroom oryoucanusethe

guestbedroom whileI'm sortingmyselfout.Bella

mightneedthatbeforeshecanadjustbecauseshe

isoldenough.

Coco:Ok

Thamiso:Letmesortoutthekeysandfindout

wherethechildrenare.

Coco:Ok

Hehungupanddialedhismother....

Atthepolicestation...



MeanwhileOfentse'shandsshookasshetearfully

lookedatthepoliceofficer...

Him:Whereisshe?

Fefe:Idon'trememberanything.

Him:Doyouthinkificlosethatdoorandit'sjustyou

andmeinadarkroom itwilljogyourmemory?

Fefe:Idon'tknowanything.I'm tellingyouthetruth...

Him:Thinkveryhardbecauseifyoudon'tyou're

goingtojail...Youthinkjailislikeourpeaceful

holdingcellshereyou'rewrong.You'regoingtomeet

toughabusivewomenwhowillturnyouintoa

submissivegirlifyouthinkyou'retootough.

Fefe:Idon'trememberwhathappened..

Him:Sowhereareyourclothes?Thebloodyones?

Fefe:Ithrewthem inthetoilet...whereismybrother?

Pleaselethim go,hedoesn'tknowanything.

Him:Sohesawyoucominghomecoveredinblood

andjustkeptquiet?



Fefe:Hedidn'tseemecoveredinblood.Iwashedat

thetapandaskedforclothesfrom Jane.Shedidn't

knowwhyiwantedclothestoo.

Meanwhileinthenextroom Jane'sheartpoundedas

shelookedattheofficer...

Officer:Ifyoudon'ttellthetruthyou'regoingtojail

foracrimeyoudidn'tcommit.

Jane:Sheknockedonthedoorsayingshecan't

rememberthenicalledBanswhilehewasout

searchingforSunshinewithherhusband,itoldhim

andhecamehim thenheaskedmetogiveher

bathingwater.Hethrewthebloodyclothesinthe

toilet.Pleaseitoldyouthetruth,I'm pregnantand

mybabycan'tsleepinjail...Plusweleftthechildren

inthehouse...

InthenextBanshandsshook...



Bans:Ineedalawyer...

Officer:Canyouaffordone?

Bans:Ifican'taffordonethestatewillgivemeone.

Mysisterisnotmentallyfittobeheldinhere,you

cantakehermentalevaluation.Shecan'tbeheld

responsibleforanythingshedidwhilehavingan

episode.

Officer:(smiled)Youthinkyouknowthelawright?

Bans:idon'tbutsheismysister,theonlysisteri

have...Issheintrouble?Yesbutican'twalkaway

from her.Ifyouhadasisteryou'dunderstand.Sheis

insane...Shecan'tbechargedwithmurder,iGoogled

it.Youdidn'tgivehermedicationsosheactedand

you'retoblamenother.

Officer:Yousoundveryconfident...I'dliketoseethe

disappointmentinyourface.

Bans:I'dliketoseeyourswhenthedoctorreveals

thatsheisnotguiltybyreasonofinsanity...Please

weneedalawyer,iknowthegovernmentgivesus

freelawyers..



AtOdirile'sHouse...

Asaunlockedthedoorandwalkedintalkingtoher

brother...

Asa:Yeah,I'm homenow.Haveyoueatenanything

yet?

Odirile:No,ithinksheissomewherecloseby...Ican

feelit.Breakthroughisalwaysclosewhenyou're

abouttogiveup.

Asa:I'm gettingthechildrenreadyforschoolthenI'll

comeoverandgiveyouthefood..

Odirile:Ok,ihavetogo.Imustconcentrate

Asa:Bye

Shehungupandtheboysranoverandgavehera

grouphug.



Nearthepark...

Odirilecoveredthewholeareaagainonfootunder

thescorchingsunassweatdrippedonthesideof

hisforehead,heheldhiswaisthopelesslythenhe

sawhisfathersteppingoutofthecrowdandwalked

towardshim...

Tearsfilledhiseyes,hisfatherhuggedhim andhe

buriedhisfaceonhim crying....

Odirile:Thisiswhyididn'twantanexinmylife...I

triedtoavoidherbuttookadvantageofSunshine's

sympathy...

RragweOdirile:Don'tlosehope...

Someoneblewthewhistlethenheturnedaround,

everyonewalkedoverthenheranthroughthecrowd



andstoodatthefrontlookingatthefreshlydug

grave,oneindividualusedastickandpartofthe

orangedressstuckout...

Odirilefellonhiskneesanddugwithbothhands,

Sunshine'shandstuckoutthenhebrokedown

cryingscreamingashedug.Hisfathergrabbedhim

from behindastheguardssteppedoverandpulled

him away...

Odirile:(crying)Leaveme!Letgoofme..Letgoof

me..Maybesheisbreathing...Pleasepullherdown..

Heslippedoutanddugastheypulledhim awayand

pinnedhim againstthetree,hewatchedasthey

pulledherbodyout...Somuchsoilonherface,

nostrilsandmouth...

Hisvoicewentmuteashecriedlookingather...



Odirile:No,please...Noooo...

*

*

*

*

*
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Oneoftheguardstookoffhisshirtandcoveredher...

MmagweOdirile:Whyisherstomachsosmall,

whereisthebaby?

Sheslightlyliftedherdressandsteppedback

coveringhermouth..Odirilestoppedcryingand

lookedatherthenhefoughtoffeveryoneandfell

nexttoherliftingherdress..

Heslowlyputdownherdressandtouchedherhand

butitwaswarm,couldshehavebeenaliveallalong

andjustdied..Heleanedoverandcheckedherpulse.

Anotherguardsteppedoverandcheckedher,Odirile

pickedherupandrantothecarandeveryone

followedhim...



Hegotinthecarwhilehisfatherjumpedinthecar

withanotherguard.

Him:Isshebreathing?

Odirile:Idon'tknowbutsheiswarm...

Hegrabbedabottleofwaterandwashedherface

aswaterspilledalloverhislapandthebackseat...

Odirile:You'llbefinebabeOK?You'llbeOK...

Theoldmanputhishandbehindtheseatand

touchedherhand,yesshewaswarm butprobably

becauseshehadjustdied...Ifshewasburiedafter

shecollapsedthenshewouldn'thavesurvivedthose

hoursunderdirt.Shehadprobablytookherlast

breathwhiletheyweresearchingforher,helooked

atOdirileonthemirrorandasafatheryounever



wanttobethebearerofbadnews...

Thesupervisingguardlookedathisbossonthe

mirror,he'dcheckthepulsehimselfanditwaswait

toofait.Almostlikethetimehisownfatherdiedin

hisarmswhilehewasholdinghim atthebackofthe

carwhiletheneighbourtookthem tothehospital...

Heknewthebodydoesn'tgetcoldquicklyafter

death...Hisfatherdiedonthewayandhewasstill

warm whenthedoctorpronouncedhim deadatthe

hospital.Whichmeansthiswomanhadbeenburied

alive...AndheusedtothinkOfentseisnicebutthen

thiswasthesamewomanwhospenttheirsalaries

whiletheirbosswasinpolicecustody....

Adbreak

TwoWrongsInMaunsinglesminglesticketsarestill

availableforsale,comemeetothersingles.Maybe

yoursoulmateisreadingthistoo...He/shecan't

waittomeetyouthere.From todayuntilFridayall



maleswillgetafreeticketifyoubuyone.Socall

yoursinglefriendandcome,theticketisjustP350

thenyougetanotherfreemale.Thispromotionisfor

thisweekonlyandformaleticketsonly.Ladiesyour

turnwillcome.ContactEmmie@ 71794239orPearl

@76627079.

Atthehospital....

MinuteslaterthefatherparkedthecarwhileOdirile

leanedoverandblewinhergivinghermouthto

mouth,hesteppedoutofthecarandcarriedherin

thehospitalasbloodwetthisclothes.Thenurse

quicklypointedhim tothebedwherehelaidher

down,sheputonthestethoscopeandcheckedher

heartbeat...

ShegrabbedtheOxygenandputitonherthenshe

rushedoutwhileOdirilestoodby..



Doctorswalkedinandputontheirgloves...

Doctor:Pleasewaitoutside...

Odirilesteppedoutasthedoorclosedthenhe

sighedandwalkedbacktothewaitingchairswhere

hisfatherandguardwerewaiting.Hesatdownand

sighed...

Atthepolicestation...

HourslaterthedoortoBansinterrogationroom

openedwhilehewassleeping,heliftedhisheadand

leanedbackonthechair...

Bans:I'm thirsty

Officer:Yoursisterhasbeenorderedforamental

evaluation,youontheotherhandwillbegoinginto

ourholdingcelluntilyoutelluswhathappened...



Sunshinehasbeenfound,yoursistercutoutthe

babyfrom herstomach...

Bans'sheartskippedashelookedattheofficerin

disbelief...

Officer:Thisisthekindofbehaviouryouwantto

protect?Don'tyouwonderifyourfamilyissafe?

Bans:Idon'tthinkmysisterwoulddothat...

Officer:Whatdidshetellyou?Ifyoulooklikealiarto

thejudgeyou'llgetastiffsentence.Ofentsemight

getoutbutyou?Theonlythingthatcansaveyouis

thetruth.

Bans:Shedidn'ttellmeanything...Shecamehome

bloodyanditwasmyideaforhertobath...Ijust

wantedtoprotecther.Whereismylawyer?

Officer:Maybehewillbeheretomorrow,inthe

meantimelet'sgetyoucomfortableinyourholding

cell...



Banssighedandfollowedtheofficerwithhishands

tied...

Atthehospital....

LateronOdirilestoodbytalkingtothepoliceofficer,

anursewalkedovertothem..

Nurse:Thisway...

Theyfollowedher...

Odirile:whenwasthebabyfound?

Officer:Wewerecalledearliertoday.

Odirile:(tothenurse)Howisshe?

Nurse:Sheisfine,nocomplicationsexceptalittle

cutonherarm...ADNAtestmustbedonetomake

surethebabyisindeedyours.



Odirile:Ofcourse...

TheywalkedinthenOdirilestoppedandstaredat

thebabylayinginthecot,hewalkedoverandstood

bylookingather...Hewasn'tevensurehowbutthis

washisdaughter.Hereachedoverandtouchedher

hand,hisfingerfilledthebaby'shandashesmiled

emotionally...

Hisphonerangthenhepicked...

Odirile:Hello?

Father:Theywantyoudownhere

Odirile:Ok,I'm coming...

Hehungupthenhetouchedhisbaby'sfootand

hurriedout...



Odirile:Gatwekeabatiwakakwa..

Hewalkedoutandpacedalongthecorridorthenhe

turnedtoICUwherethedoctorwasstandingnextto

him notingsomethingdown.HeglancedatSunshine

asshelaidonthebedconnectedtothemachines,

hesteppedoverandheldherhand..Hecouldn'twait

tobewithheralonesoshecanknowtheirbabygirl

isalsointhehospital...

Odirile:(tothedoctor)Hi,theysaidyou'relookingfor

me.

Doctor:Yes,let'sgothisside...

Thedoctortookoffhisglovesandsatdownas

Odirilepulledthechairandsatdown...

Doctor:I'veexaminedyourwife,cleaningthedebris

trappedinherchest,nostrilsandthroatwasa

successbutsheisbraindead.Evidenceshowsshe



wasburiedalivepossiblywhileshehadcollapsed,at

somepointshegotupandstruggledinhalingallthat

soilanddirt.Therewasnowayshe'dsurvivebeing

buriedaliveafterbleedinglikethat...shewastoo

weakevenifthegravewasshallow.Herbrainwas

deprivedofoxygenandthatdamagedherbrain.The

onlythingkeepingherbodyfunctioningisthose

machines...Sheislegallydead.Braindeathis

irreversible.Infact,thereisnomedication,

transplant,surgeryortreatmentthatcanreverse

braindeath.Wehavetoswitchoffthosemachines

andletherrest...

Odirileswallowedlookingathim..

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Odirile:Canijusthaveafewdaystothinkaboutit

andalsotalktobothourfamilies?

Doctor:Ofcourse.Noproblem.

Odirile:Thankyou.

Hestoodupandrubbedhismouthashewalkedout,

itwasstillhardtobelieveallthesewashappening...

Heofallpeopleshouldhaveknownthisnight

happen...ButthenFefehasneverbeenviolent

before....Stillheshouldhaveknown.Howcouldhe

havebeensostupid...

Hewalkedintheroom andsatnexttoherlookingat

herasshemachinesbeepedandpumped...He



reachedherhandandkissedit...

Odirile:(tearfully)Heybeautiful....(smiledtearfully)

Youwon'tbelievethisbutI'm crying...I'veneverfelt

souselessinmylife...I'm sorryforbringingthis

womaninourlives.Ishouldn'thavegonetothe

funeralinthefirstplace...Thefriendshipwasn't

worthit...Ourdaughterisbeautifuland

healthy...Premature,butherlungsareworkingjust

fine...Pleasefightforher...Pleasefeelbettersoon

becauseifyoudon'twewillhavetoswitchoffthis

machines...

Hesighedandleanedbackstillstaringatherforany

signoflifebutshewasjuststill.Hereachedforher

cheekandtouchedherthenhestoodupandkissed

herforehead...

Hismothercalledthenheansweredwalkingout...



Odirile:Hello

Her:I'm withthebaby,Asagavemethebabybag.

Odirile:Ok,I'm comingtherenow.

Her:Ok.

Hehungupandsighedwalkingalongthecorridor

withabloodyTshirt.Anursewalkedpasthim and

smiledsympathetically,heforcedasmileandtook

thestairswherehewalkedintheroom.Heleanedby

thewindowandquietlywatchedhismotherchange

thebaby'sdiaper...Tearsfilledhiseyesthenhe

turnedandlookedoutside,hepressedthewindow

blindswithhisfingersandclenchedhisteeth...

Her:Iknowit'stooearlybutihopeyouseewhat's

happeningandyou'llbestrongforyourchildren.

(threwaTshirt)TakethisTshirtamdchange...

You'retheonlyparenttheyhavesodon'teventhink

aboutkillingyourselfshouldSunshinenotmakeit.



Odirilechangedandsecretlyrubbedhistearsas

Sunshine'smotherwalkedin,heturnedhisfaceand

lookedather,guiltchokedhim ashelookeddown

butshetearfullywalkedoverandhuggedhim.He

heldhertightlyashiseyeswelled...

Odirile:Ishouldhavesaidno,iknowitsmyfault.

Her:Iknowmydaughter,youwerenotgoingtostop

herifshefeltlikethatwomanneededherhelp.You

can'taffordtobreakdown,wecan'tfingerpoint...

Wehavetostandtogetherandpray...Ispoketothe

doctors.Theyhavedoneeverythingintheirpower,

theonlythingleftisamiraclefrom God.Didimaleo

motsetsigaorianaandwearegoingtosupport

you...

Odirile'smotherlookedatherasshetouched

Odirile'sfacelikehewasherownchildandhugged

him,tearsfilledhereyesasSunshine'smother

turnedoverandhuggedherwhilesheheldthebaby.



Od'smother:Thankyouforunderstanding

Her:Iknowmysoninlawlovesmydaughter,gakena

pelaeloepe.Ifheknewwhatwouldhappenhe

wouldn'thaveallowedit.Whowouldpredictthat

anothercoulddothat?Butiknowmydaughterwill

getup...IservealivingGod.

Shesatdownasherco-mother-in-lawhandedher

thebaby...

Atpsychiatrichospital...

Fefe'shandtrembledasshetearfullylookedatthe

doctor...

Fefe:IloveOdirile...Icouldneverbreakhisheartlike

that...Hiswifewasagoodwoman..AndI'm a

mother...Ican'thurtachildbutiknowthatI'm not

normal...IknowI'm crazyandideservetobe

hanged...Ifidon'tgetkilledI'llhurtmorepeople



withoutevenknowingit.Idon'twanttohurtpeople...

Herlipstrembledasshetriedasmuchasshecould

torememberbutallshecouldgetwaslyinginthe

holdingcellaskingforhermedicationthenextthing

sheiswalkingbytheroadwithbloodyhandsascars

passedherby.ThethoughtofOdirile'sheartbreak

burnedhereyeswithtearsasshebrokedown

crying...

Fefe:Ibrokehisheart...Icheatedonhim and

dumpedhim thenikilledhiswifeandchild!Imust

bekilled...

Psychiatrist:DoyouthinkRirididit?

Fefe:Yes...Shedoesalotofthingsbutthatwas

yearsago.Ihaven'theardfrom herinyearsbecause

ihavebeentakingmymedicationbutevenafternot

takingmymedicationididn'tseeher...Ijustdon't

remembereverythingthateveryonesaysidid..I



wishicouldrememberbutIdon'tdoubtthatidid...I

justwantyoutodowhateverthatwillgiveOdirile

andhiswife'sfamilypeace....Idon'tdeservetolive

andI'm adangertothesociety.Ideniedbeingwith

heratfirstbecauseididn'tthinkshewaskilledora

babywastakenoutofher...Ifthat'swhathappened

thenishouldbehanged.

Psychiatrist:Whydidn'ttheygiveyouyour

medication?

Herlipstrembledassheburstintotearscryingout

loud...

Fefe:Theythoughtiwasmakingexcusesandthey

laughedatme...God!Thatwomanshouldn'thave

died...Butwecanstillcorrectthatandkillme...Don't

letthem imprisonmybrotherbecausehewasjust

tryingtohelpme...Iwillneverforgivemyselffor

hurtingOdirileoverandoverwhenallhedidwas

loveme.Ideservetodie...Iknowthiswillgivepeace



toeveryone,mychildrenwillcrybuttheywillbeout

ofdangertoo...icannotimaginethefearSunshine

musthavebeensubjectedto...

Thepsychiatristkeptnotingdownandputaside

noteforarequestforasecondassessmentfrom

theseniorpsychiatrists...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LatereveningOdirileparkedthecarandsighed,he

steppedoutofthecarandwalkedinthehouse

exhausted,theboysranoverandhuggedhim,he

smiledandpickedTyler...

Taylor:Whereismama?

Odirile:Comehere,let'ssitdown...

Asaleanedagainstthekitchendoorframewatching



astheboyssurroundedhim...

Odirile:Mamahadanaccidentandshedeliveredthe

baby,thebabyisfinebutsheisnot.Sheisnot

respondingbecauseshesuffocatedanditaffected

herbrain...sheisacoma.I'lltakeyoutothehospital

tomorrowsoyoucanseeher.

Taylor:Idon'twanthertodie

Odirile:(swallowed)Shewon'tNinja..Butifweworry

toomuchitmightbebadlucksolet'scheerup...

Tomorrowyoubuyheragiftthenwegoseeherand

thebaby.Yourgrandmotherstookcareofyour

sister...

Tyler:(laughed)Iwantsister!

Taylor:(laughed)Ithinkgirlsarebeautiful...Iknow

sheisbeautifullikemama

Odirile:Yup!Letmegotakeabath...

Hestoodupandwalkedinthebathroom thenhe

steppedbackandlookedathissister..



Odirile:DidIsayhi?

Asa:(smiled)Gotakeabath,icookedyourfavourite

Hesmiledandwalkedbackinthebathroom...

Atthelawyer'soffice...

Thenextmorningayoungwomanwalkedinthe

officeandsatdownreadingavirulpostaboutsome

ladywhoallegedlycutopenanotherandtookoutthe

baby,buriedthewifealiveandthrewthebabyinthe

binbeforeclaimingshecan'trememberanything

duetohermentalillness.Wasthisthesamewife

somehansomedudepostedaboutbefore...She

clickedonthepostsandtherewerenamesthenshe

searchedOdirileandgaspedlookingatthefamily

pictureofhergenderreveal...Theboysinbluejeans

andnothingatthetop,theirfathertoo...Justjeans

andnothingonhiswidechestwhilethewifeworea



nicelacydressthatshowedherbump.Sucha

pictureperfectfamily,sotragic....Itwasasifshe

knewthem...Howdoyoujustdietryingtohelp

someone...Howwouldthismanevenbeginliving.

Shecarriedonscrollingthroughthepicturesand

foundanoldpictureofhim asaskinnyguard...Wow,

soheworkedhardtobethehunkhewas...

Shewentbacktotheotherpostandclickedonthe

attacker,weird...Shewasactuallymarriedwith5

childrenandarichhusband...Honestlywhatdo

peopleevenwant.Themjolomoppedthefloorwith

herheartifshewasmarriedwith5kidsshe'dbeso

content!

DID?Whataclaim...Wasthesamethingasmultiple

personalitydisorder?SheclickedonGoogleand

therewastheinformation...Ohok...Herfingers

hooveredoverthekeyboardasshegoggledmore...

Quiteinteresting!Whatthehellwassheevendoing

wastingtimewithFacebookgossip.Sheminimised



thetabandgrabbedherfilesasshebegunworking...

Shesighedandleanedbackdistracted,God!that

poorhandsomemanmustbesobroken...

Herbossknockedandwalkedincarryingafile...

Her:GoodmorningAmelia,youhaveanargentcase

toattendto.Icouldn'tthinkofanyonewhowoulddo

better...Thisisyourchancetoproveyourselfand

saveyourselfapermanentpostinhere...

Shegrabbedthefileandreadit...

Amelia:OfentseThamiso-uhmyGod...Ican'ttake

thiscase..

ThebossclosedthefileandpickeditupthenAmelia

snatcheditandsighed...



Amelia:(sighedsadly)I'lldoit...Iwanthertobe

assessed,seemsliketheonlyoptionhereisnotguilt

byreasonofinsanity...

Boss:Theyfiledeverydetailthere,ibelieveherfirst

assessmentwasyesterday.Getstarted.

Amelia:(smiled)Onitboss,I'm goingtowinit...

Thebosswalkedoutthensheleanedbackandread

everything...

TWOWEEKSLATER....

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#83

Incourt....

Fefekeptherheaddowntheentiretimeasthe

lawyerspokeonherbehalf...

Amelia:Webegforabailyourhonour,myclientison

heranti-psychosismedicationandaslongasshe

takeshermedicationherconditionsdon'tmakeher

adangertothesocietyjustlikeshehasbeenpartof

thesocietyherwholelifeuntiltwopoliceofficers

deniedhermedicationcausinghertodoallthese-

Judge:Thisisnotatrial

Amelia:Iapologiseyourhonor,weneedthebail...My

clientisabreastfeedingmother,shehas5children

whoneedher...



Odirilelookeddownthinkingabouthisown...They'd

probablyneverseetheirmotheragain...

Judge:Theaccusedisgrantedbailunderthe

conditionsthatshetakeshermedicationwithout

failure,shallnotcomeincontactwiththevictim and

provides2suritieswhobloodrelated,theyshall

bondthem withtheamountofP1000each.The

mentionwillbeonthe18th.Nextcase!

FefeliftedherheadandlookedatOdirile,thetorn

andshutteredlookonhisfacebroughtsomuchguilt

asshesatthere.Odirileandhiswife'sfamilystood

upandleft....

AmelialookedatOdirileguiltstrickenthem she

sighedandwalkedtoFefe...

Amelia:Waitoverthere.I'm coming..



Ameliapacedoutofthebuildingandapproached

Odirilejustasheopenedthedoorofhiscar,she

stoppedandtuckedherhairbehindherearlooking

inhisemotionlesseyes..

Amelia:Hi,weneverhaveachancetotalk..

Stillholdingthedoorhekeptquietlookingather...

Amelia:Justsoyouknow...I'm sosorryaboutyour

wife...UnfortunatelywhenI'm insidethecourtihave

toprotectmyclientsinterests.Iwishheraspeedy

recovery.

Odirile:Thankyou.

Hegotinthecarandclosedthedoor,shestoodby

watchinghim ashestartedthecar.Henoticedshe

wasstillstandingbyandrolleddownthewindow...



Shewantedtoreadhispersonalitybuthewas

emotionlessandyoucouldnevertellwhathewas

thinkingorfeeling...

Odirile:Didyousaysomething?

Amelia:No,I'm just...Idon'tknow...Canihaveyour

number?

Odirile:Why?

Amelia:Ijustfeellikeyoumightneedsomeoneto

talkto.

Odirile:Idon'ttalk.

Amelia:Ok,Itotallyunderstand.ItsOK.

Shesteppedbackandnoticedacaseofbeeranda

fewbottlesofliquorinthebackseat.

Amelia:Youshouldgoeasyonthose,theycanbe

addictive.Amanofyourstandardcannotaffordto

bedrunkbecausehemakesbigdecisions.



Odirilethoughtfullylookedatthedashboardwhile

holdingthesteeringwheelwithonehand..

Odirile:Thankyou,I'llrememberthat.

Hetookadeepbreathandtightenedhisgriponthe

wheelbeforereleasingitback..

Odirile:Ihavetogo...I'm takingmywifeoffthe

machinestoday.Ineedtopreparethekidsforthat

andpreparemyselfmentally.

Amelia:Shewillmakeit...DoyoubelieveinGod?

Odirilelookeddownthoughtfullyandswallowed...

Odirile:Ido.

Amelia:ShewillbeOK,shewillkeepbreathingeven



afterthey'veswitchedoffeverything.

Odirile:IwanttobelievethatbutI'm scared.

Amelia:Whattimeareyouswitchingoffthe

machines?

Odirile:At7pm

Amelia:Takemynumberandcallmeifyouneed

someonetotalkto.

Odirile:No,I'm good.Idon'twanttodothat...

Sheleanedoverandslidherbusinesscardinhis

frontpocketthenshesteppedback

Amelia:Ifyou'retoodrunk,callme.Ifyouwanttocry

andbealittleboywithoutgettingjudged,callme..If

youjustwanttositquietlyandstareatthemoon

andthestarssoyoucandigesteverything,callme.I

promiseiwon'ttakeadvantageofyou,(smiled)i

won'trapeyouskantshaba.



Theychuckledasshesteppedbackandsmiled...

Amelia:Drivesafely

Herolledupthewindowanddroveoff,assoonas

reachedthemainroadherolleddownthewindow

andputhisarm alongthedoorashiswatchglittered

underthesun,heglancedatherbusinesscardas

thewindwaveditbetweenhisfingersthenhe

releasedittotheopenasitflewawaythenherolled

upthewindowanddroveoff...

MinuteslaterAmeliawalkedoutwithFefe,Bubu

walkedoverandhuggedherasshesmiledtearfully...

Bubu:Youlostweight!

Fefe:Iwishicouldremember

Bubusmiledlookingather,andforthefirsttimein



foreverhewasgladhedidn'tsharewithherhis

suspicionsaboutthenighttheypassedbyAleseng's

houseontheirwayfrom hermother's.Shewouldn't

beabletohandleit...

Bubu:It'sok...Maybeit'sforthebest.

Fefe:MaybeifistopthemedsRiriwilltellmewhat

happened.

Amelia:Hei,doyouwanttogobacktojail?Take

yourmedication.Ifyoudon'tI'm passingyourcase

toanotherlawyer

Fefe:Iwasjustthinking.Iwon'tstoptakingthem.

Amelia:Odirileisswitchingoffthemachines,we

havetoprayhiswifegetsupbecauseifshepasses

onthenourcaseturnsintoamurdercase.

Fefe:Ok

FefeandBubuwalkedtowardshiscaranddroveoff..



AtJane'sHouse...

LateronJanefinishedpackingherbabyshowergifts

inthewardrobeandsatonthebedlookingather

baby'stinyvests...Thiswasn'thowsheimaginedher

lastdaysofherpregnancy...Therewasaknockon

thedoorthenshegotupandopenedthedoor..

Bans:Whydidyoublockme?

Jane:Whatdoyouwant?

Bans:Whyareyoudoingthis?Ithasalwaysbeen

aboutmoneytoyou,justbecauseilostmyjobyou

dumpme?

Jane:Ididn'tleaveyoubecauseyoulostyourjob,i

leftyoubecauseyou'rethereasonyougotfired.You

werenotsupposedtocoverforFefeknowingvery

wellwehaveachildontheway.Youdon'tcare

aboutyourchild...Yearsagoyoucouldn'triskleaving

yoursecurityjobthatpaidyou1.2Kpermonth..You

couldn'trisklosingthatbyjoiningafriendinstarting



thenowmostpowerfulsecuritycompanythatis

spreadingthroughoutthecountrylikeveldfire...You

couldn'ttakethatriskthennowwhenI'm pregnant

youchoosetoriskforsomeonewhohasavalid

reasonforheractions.You'reignorantandyou're

pullingmebackinlife...Ihaven'tachievedanything

whilewithyoubecauseyouwon'tevenletmeuse

mysalaryhoweveriwantbecauseyou'reafraidmy

businesswillfail.Thebusinessithatitoldyouiran

beforeanditwasasuccess...Thepastweekshave

openedmyeyes...I'm notgoingtoletmychildlivein

povertybecauseiloveamanwhodoesn'twantto

takerisksbutwillriskhisfreedom forhismentally

unfitsister.Fefehasagoodreasonandit'sthatshe

wasn'ttakinghermedicationwhichithinkshehas

beenskippingbeforethatanywaysbecauseshehas

beensecretlywantingOdirile...ShewantedOdirile

whenhecametoyourfather'sfuneral...Thatwasa

signthatsheisnotOK...Eitherwayshehasareason,

what'syours?

Bans:Ipanicked,I'm sorry...I'm goingthroughthe

worsttimeinmylife...Youcan'twalkawayfrom me.



Jane:Idid,2weeksagoandimeantit.You'reonbail

soifyoudon'twanttogobacktojailyouhaveto

stopcomingtomyhouse.I'llnotcomebetweenyou

andyourchild,thatyoucanbesureabout...Oncethe

babyisbornyou'llbethefirsttoknow,ijustdon't

wantyouasmymananymorebecauseyou'llnever

evenaffordtomarryme.You'renotserious.

Bans:I'm goingtoproveyouwrong...Icanchange...

Jane:Bye.

Sheclosedthedoorthenhesighedandknocked

again...

Bans:IheardOdirileisswitchingoffthemachines

today,doyouthinkweshouldgo?

Jane:Idon'tthinkhewantstoseeamanwholied

aboutwhathappenedbecausehadyoutoldthetruth

maybeshewouldhavebeenfoundearlier.

Bans:Soishouldn'tgo?

Jane:You'renotmyboyfriendsoyoucan'taskfor



myadvice.Dowhatmakesyouhappy...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...

Atthehospital...

LaterthateveningAsawalkedoutofthehospital

withtheboysastheychattedjumpingbesidesher...

Taylor:Ithinkmamaisgoingtobefine...Isawher

eyebrowmove

Tyler:Iwanttosleepwithmama

Asa:You'llcomeagaintomorrow...Don'tworry...

Theygotinthecar.Meanwhileinsidethehospital

Sunshine'sclosefriendsandfamilystoodbyherbed

asheryoungersistersangherfavouritesong....IfI

dieyoung-TheBandPerry...



Youngersister:

IfIdieyoung,burymeinsatin

Laymedownonabedofroses

Sinkmeintheriveratdawn

Sendmeawaywiththewordsofalovesong

Oh-oh,oh-oh

Lord,makemearainbow,I'llshinedownonmy

mother

She'llknowI'm safewithyouwhenshestandsunder

mycolors

Oh,andlifeain'talwayswhatyouthinkitoughttobe,

no

Ain'tevengray,butsheburiesherbaby

Thesharpknifeofashortlife

Well,I'vehadjustenoughtime



IfIdieyoung,burymeinsatin

Laymedownonabedofroses

Sinkmeintheriveratdawn

Sendmeawaywiththewordsofalovesong

Odirile'sheartshutteredasheclosedhiseyes,she

sangitexactlythesamewayhersistersangitand

foramomenthecouldseehersingingitinthe

kitchenwhilepreparingthem adeliciousdinner..The

youngersisterstoppedsingingandrubbedhertears.

Thedoctorswalkedinandstoodby..

Doctor:Aspreviouslydiscussed,witnessing

someonebeingtakenofflifesupportisvery

traumatic.Ifyou'resensitivewesuggestyoustep

outsidebeforewestopthemachines...

AlmosteveryoneleftexceptforOdirile,Sunshine's



youngestsister,hermotherandfather.Odirile's

fathersteppedoverandstoodbehindhisson

puttinghishandoverhisshoulderforsupport.

Odirile'sheartpoundedastheygentlyremovedthe

oxygenmask,thenursegentlyremovedthefeeding

tubesandwipedherthenthedoctorremovedthe

restofthesupportingmachinesandsteppedback

astheyalllookedattheheartratemonitor...The

machinebeepedoverandoverasthelineswentup

anddownandeventuallydroppedintoonelineas

themachinebeepedcontinously....

Odirilewatchedasthedoctorplacedhis

stethoscopeoverherchestandlookedatthem.

Doctor:I'm sorry,wedideverythingwecould.

Odirile'sfatherturnedhim aroundandhuggedhim

tappinghisback.Sunshine'ssisterbrokedown



cryingturningtohermotherforahugbuthermother

andfatherhuggedaware.Odirileturnedheraround

andhuggedher,shewassolittleshedisappeared

intohisarmsastheybothhuggedtearfully.

Amomentpassedwhiletheywereineachothers

armsthenshesteppedbackandrubbedhereyesas

Odirileheldhersofthand..

Shegentlyslippeditoffuntilhewasholdingherfour

fingersinhishandthenheletgoandsatdown

puttinghishandsoverhisfaceindisbelief.His

fatherstoodbyrubbinghisbackconsolinghim.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtSunshine'sOffice...

DayslaterOdirileunlockedtheofficeandwalkedin,

hecouldstillsmellheraround..Heslowlysatonher

chairandputhisarmsoverthedesk...Tearsblurred

hiseyesnomatterhowmuchhetriedtobeaman..

Herubbedhiseyesandpickedaframedpictureof

theirweddingthenheputitfacedown.

Howdoyouevenbegintolivewithwithoutyour

betterhalf...Thiscouldhavebeenpreventedhadhe

beencareful,hecausedallthisbybeingso

careless...Heshouldhavebeenfarawayfrom an

ex...Heshouldhaveputhisfootdown.Ifonlyhe

couldturnbacktimeormaybethemiracletheytalk

aboutonthebiblehappens...Ifonlyshecouldgetup

from themorguelikethestoriesheusedtohear



aboutpeoplewhowokefrom themorguebecause

everyonethoughttheyweredead...shehadn'tbeen

buriedsoitwasn'ttoolate...Wasit?

Heleanedbackonhischairandjustimaginedheras

sheslowlywalkedbehindhim andtouchedhis

shouldersthensheleanedoverandkissedhim...He

openedhiseyesandsighedtotherealityofan

emptyoffice...

AtAmelia'sOffice....

MeanwhileAmeliaclickedonfacebookandraninto

apictureofOdirileandhisboyswithacaption

"Ladiesthereisanemptyspace,postyastepmother

andwifeykeeo.Ma2000leemepelebonnanayo

gasewabanalekagolagala."

Sherolledhereyesandclickedonthecomments..



1st: Odbabyihavea3yearoldboyandican't

waittoblendwithyou.Lebotsetsijwagababygirl

keboikemiseditse.

2nd: I'm goingtohisinboxwhileallofyouare

herecommenting.

3rdmalecomment: justwaitingforsomeone's

comment.

4th:Iworkedforthismanbeforegoingtoschool.As

toughasheseemsheisveryhumble.Herespects

allhisemployeeseventhecleaners.

5thmalecomment:Wagotsayadinyatsitsarona

tsothewhyaperewatcheturang.6th:Ifindthispost

disgusting.Thepoorman'swifehasn'tbeenburied

andpeoplearemakingjokesaboutit.Thingspeople

dotogetlikesonfacebook.I'm disappointed.Ladies

knowyourworth.Menarehuntersbynaturesoif

youthrowyourselfinhisinboxaskyourselfifyou're

whathewantsortomorrowyou'llbebothering

adminskapostformeasanoncryingthatyoubeen

used.Bathonglesangbodesperate.

Someonereplied:Hausisiswallowaniceblock.



Suchalongcomment.It'snotthatdeep.Ifyou're

passionateaboutwritinggetintouchwithEmmiele

kwaledibukarebale.

Anotherreplied: Tserere,wagoithelaleenea

sendetseODinbox. Banyanabatricky.Rona

mmaraipatelaakererelapilekediexample.Weare

shootingourshot.

Ameliaclickedonthesegirlsprofileandsomeof

them wereactuallybeautiful...Odirilecouldbe

temptedifhedoesn'thavethecompanybyhisside...

Ifhemadeamistakeandhadanightstandwith

anyonetheydefinitelywouldn'tgetapill...Who

wouldanyways...Shehadtomakesurewhenheis

readytherightwomanisbyhisside.Sheclosedthe

postandsighedthensheclickedonhisaccountand

sentarequestbeforesendingamessage...

Amelia:Hi,itsme...Stillwaitingforyourcallifyou

needtotalk.Sorryaboutyourwife.



Shesentthemessageandleanedback..

AtFefe'sHouse....

MeanwhileFefesatonthecouchstaringat

Sunshine'spicturetryingtorememberexactlywhat

happened,tearsfilledhereyesandburstintocrying...

Fefe:I'm sorry...

Shelookedatherchildren'spictures,thelookon

Odirile'sfacewhenshewasgrantedbailcameback

andshecriedevenmore...

Shepickedthebookandthepenthenshebegun

writing.



IDESERVETODIE

ItlookslikeI'm goingtowalkfree,icanfeelittoo

butifeellikeidon'tdeservetolive.Istillcan't

rememberwhathappenedandican'tstoptakingmy

medssoRiricantalktomebecausethenI'llbea

dangertoeveryonearoundme.Theassessment

showsthatihavemorethanjustDID,ithasbeen

accompaniedbyanotherpsychosisconditionas

mostofthesementalhealthissuesare,ididn'teven

knowthat.Thereissomuchthatmymental

assessmenthasrevealedandifeellikenowi

understandmyselfbetterbecauseI'm gettingthe

righttreatment.DIDhasnocurebutyoucanget

medicationtosuppresswhateverthoughtsyou

mightbehaving.Ifinditdifficulttoexplainthis

becauseimyselfdon'tunderstandhowicouldbeso

evil,ithinkitsonlyfairthatikillmyselfsincethe

governmentdoesn'tholdmentallychallenged

individuals.I'm sorrytoSunshine'sfamilyand

friends,mayherchildrenfindthecouragetomove

onwiththepainIcausedthem.Ihopemychildren



won'tsufferformymistakes.Peacetoeveryone.

Sheputthephonedownandgrabbedallthepillsshe

hadthenshegotthebottleofwater.Bellaknocked

onthedoorandwalkedincarryingherschoolbag,

shepausedlookingatthepillsfillingherhand...

Bella:Mamawhatareyoudoing?

Sheputthepillsbackinthecontainer..

Fefe:Iwasabouttotakemymedsbaby

Bella:I'm notababy,iknowhowpeoplekill

themselvesinmovies...Youdon'twanttobewithus?

Fefetearfullyshookherhead..

Fefe:What?No



Bella:Everyoneisabandoningus!Daddyiswithhis

girlfriendandyouwanttoleave!Maybeyoushould

killofallusthen...

Shewalkedtowardsherroom thensheturned

aroundlookingather...

Bella:Maybeyoushouldhaveleftmetostaywith

auntieJanesinceyoubothneverwantedme.You

shouldhavetolduncleODthatyoudon'twantme

that'swhyyoudidn'tlookforme.Ican'tstandthis

familyanymore!Youforgottopickthekidsfrom the

preschoolbecauseyou'rebusykillingyourself!

Shewalkedinherroom andslammedthedoor!Fefe

lookedatthetimeandjumped...

AtSunshine'sOffice...



Odirilelockedupandwalkeddownstairspressing

hisphone,themessengerheadsloadedfrom friends

andmessagesrequestsfrom strangers.Heclicked

onthemessagerequestswithoutopeningand

brushedthroughladiesmessagesincludingthe

"disgusted"commenterfrom Facebook.Heclosedit

andwalkedinhisofficewherehesatdownand

sighed...

Hourspassedwhilehesatonthechairthenhis

phonerang...

Odirile:Hello?

Father:Serepasetogasegoroga.Okae?

Odirile:I'm coming...

Hehungupandwalkedoutofthebuildingheading

totheparking,he'dneverbeensoboredinhislife.

Hecouldn'tthinkofanythingtogetridofthepain...

HeunlockthecarthenBanshurriedover...



Fefe:Hi..

Odirilerolleddownthewindowandlookedathim...

Bans:Aita..

Odirile:Yeah...

Bans:Icametoapologiseforhowirespondedtothe

wholething.

Odirile:Ok

Bans:I'm sorry,pleaseforgiveme.

Odirile:Iforgiveyou.

Bans:Justlikethat?

Odirile:Yes,youtoldmewhyyoudidn'twantmeto

sleepwithyoursister...Yousaidyoudidn'twantto

beputinasituationwhereyouhavetochoose

becauseitwouldalwaysbeyoursisterbutasa

friendI'dexpectsomekindofloyalty.



Odirilesighedandlookedathim...

Odirile:Bans...Youdon'thavetofeelbadfor

protectingyoursister.I'dkillforminetoo...It'sapity

itwouldhavebeenobviousatthetimeso...Don't

feelbad.Onlybigbrotherswouldunderstand...I'ddo

thesameforAsa...Oursistersarestupidattimes

andyoufindyourselfinasituationwhereyouhave

tofixherproblems.I'm notangrywithyou.Ididn't

hireyoubecauseitwouldn'tbeethicalafterwhat

happened.

Banslookeddownandsighed...

Bans:Ilostmyjob

Odirile:youhaveover10yearsexperience,applyto

differentcompaniesorthinkofabusinessand

submityourapplicationatCEDAforfunding.The

governmentisdesperatetohavelocallyowned



companiesandnowadaystheyfundalmost

everything...Thinkoutsidethebox.Ifitstooscary

thenyouknowyou'reontherighttrackbecausethe

devilusesfearoffailuretopullyouback.

Bans:Thanks..

Odirile:Shap

Herolledupthewindowanddroveoff...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

Cocowalkedinthechildren'sbedroom andlaid

downthebabydown...

TherewasaknockonthedoorwhileThamiso

watchedTV,hestoodupandopenedthedoor...

Thamiso:Yourbailconditionsclearlystatedthatyou



shouldn'tcomenearmeaftertryingtokillme,faking

mysignatureandgettingmyshares.

RragweThamiso:Weneedtotalk...Iknowyoufiled

fordivorcebutmarriedincommunityofpropertyso

Fefeisgoingtogethalfourcompany'sshares...You

havetodropthechargessoshecanonlygethalfof

whatyouhavenowwhichisnothingthenyougetthe

sharesback.Wecanusealawyer...You'llgetall

yoursharesback...AllI'llbenefitisthatIwon'tgoto

jailforattemptedmurder...Pleaseforgiveme.We

willbothbenefit.Canwedoit?

AtOdirile'sHouse...

LateronOdirile'sfatherwalkedtowardshim ashe

drovethroughthegateandparkednexttoothercars.

HeleanedinwhileOdirileremovedtheseatbelt...

Him:Od,howareyou?

Odirile:I'm good..



Him:Theelderswerejusttalking...Sunshine's

parentswantDawntomoveinandhelpyouraiseher

sister'schildren.Wetoldthem wedon'thavethatin

ourtraditionbutwewelcomeanysuggestionthat

makeslifeeasierforourgrandchildren....Butit'sup

toyou.

Odirile:Isn'tshetooyoungforsucharesponsibility?

Him:Sheisoldenough,she'llbeguided.They

usuallysitherdown,bamolayapelegaatagogo

thusa...AreyouOKwiththearrangement?It'stheir

tradition.

Odirile:IssheOKwithit?

Him:They'reyettotalktoher.AreyouOKwithit?Ke

romilwekebotsadigorekereme-melewena.

Odirile:Shouldwebetalkingaboutthisnow?The

corpsewillbehereshortly.

Him:Ijustwantedtopassthisbyyou.Theywantto

leaveDawnbehindaftertheburialasaleagothusa

banalewenaagothusebodutu.Whenyou'reready

tomakeitofficialyou'lltalktome...



Odirile:Ican'tthinkaboutitnow.Iwanttofocuson

Sunshine'sburial.IfeellikeI'm cheating...andwith

hersister.Itstoosoon.

MeanwhileSunshine'soldersisterwalkedoverto

heryoungestsisterwhileshewasdoingdishes..

Her:DawnWabitswakontungkebomme.

elders

Dawn:Why?

Her:Theyneedtotalktoyou..

Shewipedherhandsandwalkedtothehouse.She

walkedinthehousefullofeldersandsatdown

besideshermother.Didshedosomethingwrong?

Auntie:Dawn?

Dawn:Mma?



Auntie:Serepasagamogoloosetogasegoroga.

Mmekamosoragomorobatsa...Yoursisteris

leavingveryyoungchildrenandtheymustbetaken

careofbysomeonetheyalreadyknow...Someone

likeyou...

Dawn:I'lltakecareofthem...I'llkeepvisiting

Auntie:Yourparentswantyoutomoveinandbe

thereforyoursistershusbandandherchildren...

Dawn:Asin....

Shechokedonthewordlookingattheelders..

Auntie:Yes...Weknowyou'reyoungbutwewillguide

you...oyaagolelelamolwapenglagago.Thinkofit

ashelpingyoursisterbecauseifyoudon'tanother

womaniscominghereandshemightmistreatyour

nephewsandnieces.Wearenotforcingyounnana...

WeknowhowOdiriletreatedhiswife,welovehim as

asoninlawandweknowyou'llbehappy.It'seven

betterthatyoudon'thaveachildandyouhaven't



starteddating...Doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Dawn:(lookeddown)Nnyaamma...

Sunshine'smother:Shehasn'tstarteddating

yet...(softly)Doni?Nnana?Can'tyouhelpyour

brotherinlaw?Ifyoudon'tlikehim it'sok...Wewon't

forceyouandyoucanjustletusknow,wewill

understand...Canyoudoit?Canyouremainbehind

withOdirile?

*

*

Likeandleaveacomment.Sponsorspageswillbe

postedshortly,kindlycooperatesowecanget

anotherinsert.

*

*
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AtOdirile'sHouse...

Dawn:Can'tistayandhelpwiththechildren

without...Beinginhisroom?Iwanttofinishschool

andgetajob.

Auntie:Ok,that'sgoodenoug,wewilltakeitfrom

here...Youcango.

Dawn:Eemma

Shestoodupandwalkedoutside,theshameof

eldersaskinghertolayinthesamebedwithher

sister'shusband...Amansheneverlookedatlike

that...Actuallysomeoneshealwaysfelthadabad

record...Buthersisterlovedhim andhelovedher,

surprisinglyheneverreallydidanythingtohurt

her,actuallyhesupportedherbusinessandalways

madepublicappearanceonherspapromotionsbut



woulditbethesamewithher?Shedidn'tevenknow

asinglethingaboutbeinginarelationshipletalone

takecareofawholefamily...Ofcoursesheloved

hernephewsandniece...Itwouldbeawesometo

makesurenooneabusesthem...Butwouldthey

evenbehappyoncetheygrowupandunderstand

thesethings?Wasn'tthistakingadvantageofa

grievingman...Odirilewassobrokenheprobably

didn'tneedawomannexttohim...hejustwantedto

mournhiswifeinpeace.Howcometheeldersnever

evenconsideredthis...Odiriledidn'tneedtobe

uncomfortableinhishousehavinghislatewife's

sisterwalkingaround...Howcometheeldersdidn't

thinkthatfar..

Shewalkedbacktothedishesandcarriedon...

AtThamiso'sHouse...

LateronCocomovedthecurtainslookingoutside

whileThamisoandhisfathertalked,ithadbeena



whilesincetheyweretalkingandnowshewondered

whattheyweretalkingabout...KnowingThamisoit

betternotbesomethingthatwouldputginonthe

otherside.Thamisoturnedandwalkedover,Coco

letgoofthecurtainsandinnocentlysatdown...

Thamiso:I'm comingback

Coco:Whereareyougoing?

Thamiso:Ineedtotakecareofsomething

Coco:Whatexactly?

Thamiso:Areyouquestioningme?

Coco:Ohpleasedon'tpullthedominantmancard

onme,wherethehellareyougoingwithamanthat

justtriedtokillyou?

Thamiso:Wehaveadeal,heholdsontomyshares

untilthedivorceisfinalthenhegivesthem back.We

willusealawyerincasehetriesgames.

Coco:What'swrongwithlettingFefegethershare?

Shegaveyou5children...Thathastocountfor

something...Idon'tloveFefebutI'm awoman....She



gaveyou5children,I'm surewhateveryougiveher

shewillsaveforyourchildrenincaseyouloseitall...

Befairplease....Legonewhygivesuchanevilman

somuchpower?Whatmakesyouthinkthatlawyer

won'tbeofferedapricetosayhelostyour

agreementortomakesomeerrors?Botlhalegabo

busetse.Don'ttrytocheatanInnocentwoman...

Innocentinthesensethatshedidn'tdoanythingto

you.Divorcerfairlyplease...thismanisturningyou

intoaminihim.

Thamisostoodtherethoughtfully...

Coco:Don'tbeacowardmylove...LetFefegether

sharethenincreaseyourpart.Godwillblessyou.I

don'twanttobewithacrook...Iwon'tbeproud...

TheThamisoIknowissofthearted...You'relosing

yourself...Don't...OK?Please.Keagokopababe

skatsietsamothoagotsholetsebanabale5,how

wouldyouexplaintothem whenthey'regrown?

Thesekidsseeeverything...Evenifiabusethem



nowandtheydon'tsayanything...Onedaytheywill

beadultsandtheywillbegrownwhileI'm old.Let's

bematureaboutthis...Golathaloganyo...

Thamiso:I'm sorry

Coco:It'sok,correctyourself...Walkingawayfrom

Fefewasenoughbutyou'renotcheatingher,you're

notbreakingthelaw.BetheThamisoiknow...

Thamiso:(sighed)OK...Thanks..

Coco:(smiled)You'rewelcome

Theotherchildwalkedinsleepyrubbinghereyes..

4thborn:Auntie?Iwantmama

ShecurledherselfonCoco'slap,shecaressedher

andkissedherforehead...

Coco:Butyouwerejustthere?Youwanttogoback?



4thborn:Yeah.IwantBellatol

Coco:Ok..I'lltakeyouthere.

Thamiso:I'lltakeherthere.Idon'tthinkit'ssafefor

anywomantocomenearthem,Sunshinedidthat

andlookwheresheended..

Coco:Ok...

Thamiso:Mmekekobelehereherelele

Coco:(laughed)OK

Helaughedandwalkedout...

Atthememorialservice....

Laterthateveningthecamerasstoodononeside

showingbigbannerswithSunshine'spictures,her

officepicturesandsomeorherswhenhercompany

started...



Khoisan'sKoMmelewameoitheetsangtengplayed

Odirilesatonthefrontwithhisfathernexttohim

andtheirsons.

Sunshine'smothersatontheothersidewithher

familyassherubbedhertears.

OdirilewatchedastheprojectorplayedSunshine's

pictureswiththemusic...

Kommelewameoitheetsangteng...

Mpoledise...

Lenkgorose...

Kommelewameoitheetsangteng...

Mpoledise...

Lenkgorose...

Motsengwatidimalo



Motsengwatidimalo

Motsengwatidimalo

Odirileleanedforwardandputhishandoverhisface,

hisfathergrabbedhisshoulderandrubbedhim..

Lerofo'sBadimoplayedasthemasterofceremony

walkedtowardsthestage...

legodimoleampitsa,lebadimobampitsa

WillIbeheretomorrow,

Yeopotsonkaseearabe

keutwamantswe,babuigakebabone

kesetsemothalamorago,mogatigakemmone

keutwamantswe,babuigakebabone



kesetsemothalamorago,mogatigakemmone

ramasedisireletsamoyawame,ramasedisireletsa

peoyame

ramasedisireletsammewame,osireletsele

ditlogolotsame

sireletsamoyawame

sireletsapeoyame

sireletsammewame

osireletseleditlogolotsame

Speakerstookturnsaspertheprogram thenOdirile

stoodup,jewalkedtowardsthepodium andsighed

standinginfrontofthemic...

Odirile:Mywifewasbeautiful...I'm gladherbeauty

livesinourchildren...Shewascaring...That'swhy

shediedhelpingsomeone...Iam sadthatididn't

knowthatthelasttimeisawherwouldbemylast...



Iwouldhavetoldheriloveher,iwouldhavehugged

herlonger...Iwouldhaveneverlethergo.I'velosta

wifebutheavengainedanangel...Thankyouto

everyoneforthesupportyou'vegivenus,eventhose

whobelieveiwascarelesstoletmywifegoout

therewhilesheispregnant...Duringtimeslikethis

thereissomeonetoblameanditaketheblame.

Tonightwon'tbeaneasynightbecauseI'llbe

sharingahousewithmywife'sdeadbody...She'llbe

lyingtherebutiwon'tbetalkingtoher.Iwon'tsleep...

Ithurts...Ithurts..

Heswallowedapainfullumpandsteppedbackthen

hegotoffthepodium andtookaseat...

AtFefe'sHouse...

Thenextmorningaround5am Ofentsegotupand

satontheedgeofthebedthoughtfullythenshe

tookabathanddressedinblackthensheknelt

besidesthebedandtookashortprayer...



Fefe:GodI'm goingtoSunshine'sburial,idon'tknow

whatwillhappenbutI'm ready.Imustbethere...I

can'tcausesuchanamountofpainandactlike

nothinghappened.Pleasemakeawayforme.In

Jesusname.Amen.

Shegotherphoneandleft...

*

*

Thenextinsertwillbepostedat11pm,likeandleave

acomment

*

*



Unexplainable

#86

Atthegraveyard...

LaterthatmorningOfentsewalkedtowardsthe

gravewiththecrowd,shetiedablackscarfaround

herneckandhalfofherfaceasshejoinedeveryone

andstoodbywatchingasthepastorledeveryone

singingHolokilebyMasoleaTumelo...

SheturnedandlookedatOdirileashesatonthe

chairwatchingastheyputflowersontopofhis

wife'scoffin...

Odirilelookedathisringandremembered

Sunshine'svows....Howshesoftlysaidshe'dlove

him untilshetookherlastbreathandhereshewas,

notoncedidshecheatorbelittlehim...Thekindof

peacefulloveheneverknewexisted...Withverylittle



dramaornoise.Justpeace...

Thesingingfrom thechurchchoirmadehisskin

crawl...He'dneverheardofthissongbeforebutthe

wordsstirupsomeemotionshe'dbeenfightingall

night...

Seatlasagagosesupilemohlankay'omo

ratileng

Legaronarenaremorata,g'atengyoka

ganetsang

Legalefulelebogale,lekgaolaletsiutsaka

Ketlannakereholokile,holokile,holokile

HolokileNtateholokile,holokile,holokile

Seatlasagagosesupilemohlankay'omoratileng

Gaetengngakaekafodisang,gaetengkereke

kapaMoruti



Thatoyagagoeyaphethegafatshenglenala

Morena

Ketlannakereholokile,holokile,holokile,ho

lokile

Odirile'seyesfilledwithtearsashewatchedhis

wife'scoffingoingdown...

TearsfilledDawn'seyesasshetriedtobehavein

frontofeveryonebuteventhesingingwas

communicating,she'dneverseeherdearsister

again...Theonewhoalwaysreprimandedherand

motivatedher...Shewasn'tevenclosetotheiroldest

sisterbecauseoftheagegapbutSunnywasher

everything...Thethoughtofherlastmomentson

earthbroughtmoretears..Thepainsheprobablyfelt

gettingcutaliveandlaterwakinguptobreathsoil

intoherlungs..Dawnbrokedownandcriedoutloud

asheroldestsisterhuggedhercryingtoo.



Dawn:Sunny!Please....Sunny....

Odirilewipedhistearsbutwhen2ofhisguardsand

2guysfrom Sunshine'scompanygrabbedthe

shovelsandbegunthrowingsoiloverherhefrowned

tearfullyandbrokedown,hisfathermovedcloser

andhuggedhim...

StandinginthecrowdThamiso'sheartsunkashe

watchedOdirilehelplesslycryingonhisfather's

shoulder,heheldCoco'shandtightlyandsighed...

Notfarfrom them Fefecaughtsightofthem and

swallowed..Aleopardneverlosesitsspots...So

muchfor"thedevilyouknow"..Somethingsnever

changebutweallhavetoleavewithourchoices

right...Thisiswhatshelosthermanfor...That'sOK

though...Shedidn'tneedaman...Shewasn'tgood

foranyoneanyways,shewasadangertoeveryone

andsheneededtolivealone.Sheturnedbackand

lookedatOdirile...



Odirilerubbedhiseyesandsniffledleaningbackas

theypeeledSunshineSunnyOdirile'snames.He

lookedatthecrowdandcaughtOfentse'sface,he

lockedeyeswithherashistearsdriedup...Anangry

frownbetweenhiseyesstartedthenOfentsewalked

backwardsdisappearingintothecrowdandleft

beforeanyonecouldseeher.Wasthisgirltryinghis

patience?WasthatevenFefeofRiri,asitmadeany

difference...whoeverthefuckthatwasshewas

abouttodie...Hewaswillingtomournandmoveon

butthisrightherewasrubbinghim thewrongway...

Thecrowdprayedandwentbacktotheircarsand

headedhome.

AtDrPerry'sOffice...

Ofentseknockedandwalkedinwhilethedoctorwas

typingonthecomputer..



Perry:Dowehaveanappointment?

Ofentse:Whatshouldido?Imurderedsomeoneand

ihavenorecollection.Noonebelievesmeandi

don'tthinkanyoneinMaunlikesmerightnow.Can't

youdosomethingtohelpme?Hypnosisor

somethingsoicanatleastremember..

Perry:Sitdown

Shesatdown...

Ofentse:I'm sorry,icouldn'twaitforMonday.

Perry:It'sok...RememberitoldyouDIDhasnocure...

Butthemedicationswilldealwithyoursymptoms.

Stopstressingyourself.You'redoingfine...Ifyou

keepdoingthisThamisowillgetthechildren.You

shouldn'tevenbenearthechildrenafterthatrelapse.

Whyareyouwearingblack?



Shelookeddownandsighed...

Ofentse:I'm goingcrazy...Iwishicouldstartmylife

from thebeginning.

Perry:Takeoffyourshoesandlaydownthenclose

youreyesandtakeadeepbreath...

Shetookofftheshoesandlaiddownclosingher

eyes...

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Laterthatmorningthecrowdwalkedoutwith

takeawayswhilethefamilyhadameetinginside...

Odiriletookadeepbreathandsighedrubbinghis

handstogether...Thismeetingwasgettingweird

withDawnsittingbetweentheelders,shecould

barelylookhim intheeyes...



Uncle:Motogoloweknowlifeisgoingtobevery

difficultfrom nowonespeciallydealingwithanew

bornbutweareallheretohelpyou.Raresalaka

nthomadiatshologa...Takecareofyourchildren

becauseyou'realltheyhave...don'tletanything

comebetweenyouandyourchildren.

Odirile:Eerra..

Uncle2:Weareleavingyouwithyourwife'syoungest

sisterDawn,shewilltrytohelpwiththechildrenand

anythingyouneed.I'm sayingshewilltrybecause

sheisveryyoung...Youcanseesheisveryyoung

butshecanlearn...Don'texpecthertoknow

everythingbecausesheisachildherself...Omo

kgalemekalorato,teachherwhatmakesyouhappy

andlearnwhatmakesherhappythenmakethe

childrenhappy.You'reoldenoughyouunderstand

myparables.Ifyoudon'twantherinyourhouse

anymoredriveherbacktoherparentshousebut

shouldyoufeellikethereisneedforhertobehere

officiallyweareheretomakeithappen.



Od'sfather:Odirile?

Odirile:Rra?

Him:Lookather..

OdirilelookedatDawn,he'dnevernoticedherhands

wereshaking...Theywereprobablysweatingtooas

sherubbedthetissueintoaballlookingdown...What

thehellwashedoingtothispoorgirl...

Him:Doyouwelcomeherhelpinyourhouse?

Helookedatheragain,thistimedifferently..He

lookedathershakinghands,shehadshortnails..

Sheprobablyatehernails...Andsheliftedherhand

bitingthem justashewasspeculating.Helookedat

hershoe...Itwasprobablysize4,onesizedownher

sisterandyouknowwhatshewasn'tbad...Actually

shewasbeautiful.Shewasobviouslytooyoungfor

sucharesponsibilitybuthe'dneverknowuntilhe

gaveherachance.Fuckit!Hewasin...Maybethis



traditionwasn'tsobad..AsfarasheknewDawn

wasok...AlittleslowbutOK.

Odirile:Yes!

Od'sfather:Don'tabuseher,don'tforcehertodo

anythingshedoesn'twantto.ItrustyouI'm just

sayingbecausefather'salwayshavetomakesure.

Odirile:Iunderstand.

Od'sfather:(turnedtoher)Doniifthereisever

troubleyouknowmyhouseright?

Dawn:Eerra.

Od'sfather:You'renotforcedtostayandanytime

youwanttogoyoucan,youcanevencometome

andI'lltakeyouhomemygirlok?

Dawn:Eerra

Dawn'saunt:Doniloveyoursisterschildren,have

youeverwatchedbloodsister?

Dawn:IwatcheditwithSunnymanytimes



Auntie:Don'tbethat.

Dawn:Eemma

Auntie:Takecareofthisman,hewilltakecareof

you.Idon'tthinkyouunderstandhowluckyyou'reor

heunderstandshowluckyheis.Bothofyouare

luckytohaveoneanotherduringthisdifficulttime..

Donotfeelguiltytobethereforoneanother.

Sunshinewouldn'twantanyonekeepingherfamily

togetherthanyou..Raaitwana?

Dawn:Eemma..

Therewasilenceastheelderslookedatone

another...

Uncle:Odirileyoucanstandupandwelcomeher

beforewego...Donistandup..hugheranddon'tlet

gountileachelderhasadvisedyou.

Dawn'sheartpoundedsohardshecouldhearitas

shestoodup,Odirilewalkedoverlookingatherthen



shelookedawayandswallowed.Odirilehuggedher

andsighedholdingherwhileshekeptherhandsfree

soafraidtoholdhim..Odirilerubbedherbackand

pushedherhandsonhisback...

Uncle:Gomotsanang...Lesekalagomotswakeope

gape.

Auntie:ThokomelangbanabagaSunnylehaleka

nnalebanabalona.

Oldersister:OdirileDawndoesn'tknowanything

aboutrelationshipsorsex,guideherwithlove...If

shereachesapointofselfdiscoverytakeitlikean

adultandguideher.

MmagweOD:(emotional)Idon'twanttocelebrate

formydaughterinlawmightbesadbutiknowshe

trustsyouDoni.Takecareofmygrandbabiesand

myson.Odiriletakecareofher...Sheisgrievingtoo.

Theeldersallspokewhilehehuggedher,hecould

feelherheartpoundingjustbelowhischest.



Downtriedtobreathproperlybutshecouldfeel

herselffeeldizzyfrom thiswholescarysituation.

She'dneverevenkissedamanbeforeandnowhere

shewasburiedinthisman'schest...Wouldsheeven

handlethis...Thewholehousebegunspinningthen

shemeltedinablackout...

Odirilegrabbedherandslippedhishandunderneath

herlegs...

Odirile'sfather:Shem otshogile...Bommenneese

gorelebuile?

Sunshine'smother:Shewillbefine..

Odirile:I'lltakehertoherroom...

Hepickedherandwalkedintheguestroom where

hecarefullylaidherdownandsighed,hepulled

downherskinandcoveredherbeforewalkingout...



AMONTHLATER....

*

*

*

*

*



Unexplainable

#87

AtOdirile'sHouse...

JustbeforefiveinthemorningDawnwokeupand

foundTylerinherbed,shesatupandpulledthe

duvetoverhim thensherubbedhereyeswalking

intothebathroom.Sheopenedthedoorandwalked

inonOdirileshavinghispubicwithamachine.He

jumpedandturnedaroundwhilesheturnedaway

andquicklyclosedthedoor...

Odirileunpluggedthemachineandcleanedupthen

hewalkedbacktohisroom wherehesatdownand

grabbedhisphonetotextanelectrician..

Odirile:Themonacomefixthesocketinthemaster

bedroom.Eish



Electrician:I'llfixitbefore1today.

Hesighedandrubbedhisface,shewasnot

supposedtoseethatthisearly...

Meanwhileinthebedroom Dawnsatonthebed

holdinginherpeeinshock.Didshejustseeher

brotherinlaw's-thingy...thethoughtofthatthing

goinginsideherturnedherstomach.She'dprobably

betornandbesickthewholeweek.Howwasshe

evengoingtolookhim intheeyesafterseeingthat

scarythinginthebathroom...Herschoolalarm

buzzedthensheswitcheditoffandheadedtothe

maindoortounlockforthehousehelper.

Shewalkedinthebathroom andtookabathbefore

walkingoutjustasthehelperwalkedin...

Her:Morning

Dawn:Goodmorning,Tylerisinmyroom...



Shefollowedherandwokehim upforabathwhile

Dawngotdressed.

Thehelpergotthechildrenreadyandmade

breakfastwhileDawnsatatthediningtablewiththe

boysgoingthroughtheirhomeworksonemoretime

andaskingthem questions...

Taylor:No,that'snotwhattheteachersaid

Dawn:(laughed)Taylorits"dividedby"

Taylor:No"devy-devy"youwantmetofail

Dawn:(laughed)You'resostubborn...Youdidn'thear

theteacherproperly

Taylor:Noauntieiknowwhatiheard.

Dawn:(laughed)let'smakeadeal,goaskthe

teacherifit'sdividedbyordevydevy,how'sthat?

Taylor:(smiled)Deal



Odirilewalkedoutofhisbedroom fixinghistie,

Dawnkeptquietandclosedthechildren'sbooks

thensheputthem intheirbags.

Odirilelookedatherbutsheavoidedhiseyes,oh

shit..sheprobablysawthewholeweapon..

Odirile:(Hetouchedtheirheads)Morningguys..

Boys:Goodmorningdaddy

HeputhishandonDawn'sbackinnocentlyrubbing

herbackbutthenheloweredhishandtoherbutt..

Odirile:MorningMasa...

Herskingotgoosebumpsasheslowlyletgoand

walkedinthekitchenbeforeshecouldrespond.



Didhejustfeelherbuttorwassheimaginingit?This

manwasnotfarfrom sleepingwithher...Herheart

poundedasshebrushedtheboysandsighed...

Dawn:Ok...Weareready..

Tyler:WhatisDawn?

Taylor:Itmeansearlyinmorningjustbefore

sunshine...Rightdaddy?Daddycomehere?What's

Dawn?

Odirilewalkedbackinthediningroom sipping

coffee..

Odirile:You'rerightTay..It'sthatearlytimeinthe

morning...

OdirilestaredatDawnbutshewasnotgoingtolook

backathim..



Odirile:Youshouldgetalicenseendofthis

semestersoyoucangetacar.

Dawn:Ok..

Hewalkedbacktothekitchenandputdownthecup

thenhewalkedout.

Odirile:Let'sgo...

Theyallgotinthecaranddroveoff...

Odirile:Ohbythewayguysyou'regoingto

grandma'sthisweekend.Don'tyoumissyoursister?

Taylor:Ido!

Tyler:Yessss!

Dawn:I'lljustgotheredirectlyafterschool,youdon't

havetopickme.



Odirile:You'renotgoing...Iwanttospendthe

weekendwithyourele2...

Sheswallowedandlookedoutsidethewindow...

AtODsecuritysystems...

LaterthatmorningthedriverwalkedintheHuman

resourceoffice...

Driver:Let'sgo...

HRassistant:(lookingatthepayroll)WestillhaveMr

OD'sinlawsonthepayroll?Shouldn'thetakethem

offtheparentsallowance?

HR:(laughed)Buttheygavehim anotherdaughter...

(theylaughed)I'm kiddingbutidon'tthinkhewould

havetakenthem offhispayroll...

Assistant:(laughed)Maybethat'swhytheygavehim

anotherdaughter,theythoughtparentsallowance



wouldstop.

Driver:(laughed)Basaditheleratagoseba...They

probablylikehim andtheyweremakingagood

choicefortheirdaughtertoobesidesthechildren.

Shewon'tbegettingheartbrokenorplayedbyboys

andendupwith6childrenfrom differentfathers.

HR:(laughed)Orebuisesenteronabaretshotseng

dichoiceassorted...Menareliars

Assistant:(laughed)ButheisometimesIfeellikewe

shouldbringbackthetraditionofarranged

marriagesbecausewearenotmakinggoodchoices

atall...Mjolokescam...

HR:Isapayrollmmabathobaamogelekanako.

Shegotthepayrollandwalkedoutwiththedriver.

OnceoutsidethebuildingtheymetOfentsewalking

towardstheentrance...

Ofentse:Hi,isMrOD?In?

Driver:Yes.



Ofentse:Thankyou.

Shewalkedinthereceptionandleanedoverthe

counterwhileareceptionisttalkedtothephoneand

hungup.

Her:Goodmorningma'am,mayihelpyou?

Ofentse:I'm heretoseeMrOdirile.

Her:Youhavetomakeanappointment,didyou

makeanappointment?

Thewaysheaskedifshetoldthetruthshewouldn't

lethergoin...

Ofentse:Yesidid,heisexpectingme..

Her:Ok,

ShepickedthetelephoneandcalledOdirile'soffice...



Odirile:Yes?

Her:Yourappointmentisheresir,shouldIletherin?

Odirile:Who?Imusthaveforgottenyeahletherin.

Her:Ok

Shehungupandpointed..

Her:Thisway...

Ofentsewalkedwalkedtotheofficeandknocked

thenshewalkedin..

Odirileturnedthechairlookingandsighed..

Ofentse:I'm sorryforlying,ijustwantedtoseeyou..

Odirile:Whoareyourightnow?



Ofentse:It'sFefe...

Shepulledthechairandsatdown..

Ofentse:Iknowitwon'tbringbackyourwifeback

butiwantedtopersonallyexplaintoyouthatidon't

remember.

Odirile:Iwouldn'tdoubtyouhadyoutoldthetruth

from thebeginning...Hadyoucometomewith

bloodyhandsandsaidOdidon'tknowwhat

happenedbutlookatmyhands.Transparencyhela...

IunderstandDIDprobablymorethaneveryone

aroundherebutidon'ttrustyoubecauseyouliedto

me...Keipotsagorrifyou'resoinnocentwhyweren't

yousoscaredtolietothepolice...Cookingupa

storyaboutSunnydroppingyouoffandleaving...

YoubetrayedmeFefeandItstoosoonforusto

talk...That'swhyihaven'tcontactedyou.You

shouldn'tbeinmyoffice...Pleasegetoutbecausei

don'twanttohurtyou....IwanttotalktoRiributnot

now.WhenI'm readyI'llseewhatIcandototalkto



her.Ifyoumanagetotalktoherletherknowsheis

goingtopaydearlyformywife'sdeath.Wenajust

stayawayfrom meakereyou'reinnocent...Ineed

timetocalm down...

Fefe:Iunderstand...

Shestoodupandtriedtowalkoutbutonasecond

thoughtOdirilestoodupandblockedthedoor..

Odirile:Changeofplans...Sitdown...

Shesatdownthenhepulledthedrawersandfinally

foundhandcuffs.

Fefe'sheartskippedbutshewasn'tgoingtorun,

perhapsthisiswhatsheneededtodo...Whateverit

was,aslongasitmadehim happy.Whatdifference

woulditmakeanyways...Shelostthecustodyofher

children...



Odirilecuffedherthenhetookoffhershoes.And

tiedhermouthbeforeputtingherinthebathroom...

Odirile:Youhavetostayinhereuntileveryone

knocksoff,don'tmakeasound.

Fefecalmlynoddedherhead,helookedinhereyes

forasecondthenhesoftlytouchedherchin...

Odirile:I'm goingtopunishRirithenI'm goingtogive

anopportunitytobehappyinawaythatyouwon't

hurtanyonebutyou'llstillbehappy.Don'taskme

howjustwait...I'm tyingyoubecauseit'sRiriidon't

trustandI'm waitingforhereagerly..Don'tmake

noiseok?

Shenoddedsubmissivelythenhefixedthecloth

tyinghermouthandclosedthedoor.Hegothiskeys

andleft...



Unexplainable

#88

AtSchool...

Dawnattentivelylistenedlookingatthelecturerthen

shenoteddownashespoke,shebitherpenasthe

lecturecarriedonthensherememberedOdirile's

words,herheartskippedthenshelookedatthe

time...Shetookoutherphoneandputitunderthe

deskthenshetextedheroldestsister..

Dawn:Hi,themmankopekogoOdirilewenakego

chekethewholeweekend?Ihaven'tseenyouin

weeks.Iwanttocomeoverandhelpthosemonkeys

cleantheirroom.

Her:Eishmmatabeonthusitsegore.I'lltalkto

mamafirst...Apparentlythefirstfewmonthsyou're

notsupposedtoleavebecausebondingwillbe

difficult.



Dawn:Don'taskmama...Justtalktohim..Askhim,

beghim

Her:(suspiciously)Isthereanythingwrong?

Dawn:Nothing

Her:Waaka

Dawn:Hetouchedmybuttinthemorningandhe

sayshewantstospendtheweekendwithme.Isaw

him naked...Idon'tthinkI'm readyforrelationships.I

justwanttofocusonschool.IfeellikeI'm sleeping

withSunny'shusband...Whatifshedoesn'tagree

withthis?

Her:Canyoustopbeingchildish,kanteoitirisaeng?

Dawnyou'renotababy,whyareyouactinglike

you're12yearsold?Somegirlsyourageevenhave

kids...IfyouavoidOdirilehewillassumeyoudon't

wanthim andhewillfindanotherwoman...Only

after5to10yearswillyourealisethatyourlifewas

madeeasier.

Dawn:Kanannakeatshaba,mamawankgalegela

lewenakaha.Salekebuilegorrnnagakebatego

ratanabecauseidon'twanttogothroughwhatyou



peoplewentthrough.YouknowSunshinesuffered

beforemeetingOdirile...I'm notevenbusiness

mindedlikeSunshinewhatifhedoesn'tlovemeand

igivehim mybody.

Her:GaochaisamoskolongOdirileagoitheleko

gating.Otetsetshameko,gakeitsewagogolaleng

tota.Ibileomborisitsenthobelayame.Ilostappetite

formybeans.Ican'tbelieveoetsegotshameka

golokoo.Waituntilyoumeetdifferentrelationships

baorobapelobythetimeyougobacktoOdirilehe

wouldbemarried.Gatwehisexwasdoingthatto

him enekeanyalaSunny,girlerebackloveOdare

enegasewadibacklove.

Dawn:Ok.I'llwaitforhim.

Her:Gaongwanamma.

Dawn:Ok,Shap..

Shesighedandputdownherphoneasthelecturer

closedhisfiles.



Lecturer:Alrightclass,seeyoutomorrow.

AtThamiso'soffice...

Thamisosignedsomepapersthenthedooropened,

Odirilewalkedinandhisheartskipped...

Thamiso:Howdidyoupassthereception?

Odirile:(smiled)Ihavemyways..Icanevensteal

milkfrom acupoftea...

Hepulledthechairandsatdownthenheputhisfoot

overhiskneeandleanedbacklookingathim...

Odirile:Iwasn'tgoingtosayanythingbuttabekesa

godirelejustice..You'rethemostuntrustworthy

personI'veevermet..Atfirstglanceyouappear

innocentbecauseyou'renotviolentbutyou're

actuallyapieceofshit...YoujustwantedFefe



becauseihadher,assoonasshewasyoursyou

relaxed...Stoppedtreatingherspecialandone

consistentthingaboutyou...Youalwayswalkaway

from herwhensheneedsyouthemostyetshenever

doesthesamewithyou.

Thamiso:Arewetalkingaboutthesamewoman

whomurderedyourwifewhenshewassupposedto

besittingnexttomybedprayingtoGodirecover

afterdefendingandprotectingher?Fefeshouldbe

lockedupinamentalinstitution,sheisadangerto

thesociety...Idon'tknowifherlawyertoldherthat

usingtheinsanitycardmeansgettinglockedupbut

it'sstillfine.Idon'twantanyofyouinmylife...I'm

startingmylifeoverandI'm notgoingtoloseCoco

becauseofFefelikeyou,I'm notstupid.Ifyouwant

Fefestopcryingforherandtakeher.Sheisfree...

Freeforafewweeksbecauseshe'llbegoingtoa

mentalinstitutionforlifeespeciallybecauseDIDhas

nocure.Iwasinthehospitalandshewaskilling

womenfortheirhusbands,excusemeifican'thug

herandthankherforthat.



Odirilelookedathim forasecondthenhestoodup...

Odirile:Iseewhat'sgoingon...Nowiunderstand

whyyouleft.(sighed)Ihavetogo...Bythewayi

didn'tcomeallthewaytoseeyou...Ihaveameeting

withoneofthecompaniesonthisbuilding.

Thamiso:MaunProperties?Doyouwantrental

propertyoryou'relookingtobuy?

Odirile:Notthem,theothercompany

Thamiso:Wafosa

Odirile:JustthoughtI'dsayhiandtellyou'renota

realman.

Thamiso:Ok,bye..

Thamisostoodupandsuspiciouslylookedunderthe

tablewhereOdwassitting..

Od:(laughed)Gorileng?



Thamiso:Idon'ttrustyouormyfather.

Od:Trustmeidon'twanttokillyouorspyonyou.Ifi

wanttospyonyouI'dtapyourphone...

OdirilewalkedoutwhileThamisosuspiciouslystood

atthedoorstaringathim.Heturnedaroundsmiling

andshotThamisowithfingersinashapeofagun

beforeturningaway.Thamisoclosedthedoorand

satdown...

Odiriledialedthepropertycompany..

Voice:Hello

Odirile:I'm inthebuilding

Voice:Alrightjustgotothereceptionandaskfor

Justin.

Odirile:Bye



Hehungupandwalkedupstairs...

AtDawn'sschool...

LateronDawnstoodinfrontoftheschoolfor

almostanhourthenshecalledhim buttherewasno

answer.Shestoppedataxiandgotit...Ifheforgot

herheprobablyforgotthechildrentoo...Hewas

rightsheneededacarbecauseitseemshewasway

toobusytoevenbeconsistentwiththepickup

time...

Dawn:Howmuchwouldyouchargetotakemeto

RainbowtopickthekidsanddropusatODsecurity

services?

Driver:P60nyanahela.

Dawn:Ok,areye

Thetaximadeau-turn...



Atthehardwarestore..

Odirileplacedachainandtwopadlocksonthe

counterthenhetookoutthecashandpaid.

Cashier:Thankyou.

Odirile:Thanks

Hewalkedoutoftheshopashisphonerang.

Odirile:Hello?

Voice:We'veinspectedit,it'singoodcondition.You

cantellyourfriendtomovein.

Odirile:Ok,thanks.

Voice:Bye



Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtODsecurityservices...

MeanwhileDawnwalkedinthereceptioncarrying

TylerwhileTaylorranpastthereceptionand

towardshisfather'soffice...

Dawnstoppedbythereceptionandsmiled..

Dawn:Hi,isMrODin?

Reception:No,didTaylorjustrunby..Thisboy

Dawn:GivemehiskeysI'llwaitthere..

Reception:Wedon'tkeephissparekeys..They're

withtheassistantmanager.

Dawn:Ok,whereishisoffice?

Reception:thatway..



Shewalkedoverandknockedwiththebabyonher

sidewaist..

Manager:Hi,

Dawn:Hi,canyouletmeintheoffice?Idon'twant

theboysrunningaroundoutsideorbythereception.

Manager:Ok..IsMrODcoming?

Dawn:Heisn'tpickingmaybeheisbusy.

Shefollowedhim whereheopenedforthem and

walkedaway.DawnputTyleronthecouchwhile

Tayloropenedthefridgeandgrabbedajuice...

Dawn:Tayno,don'ttouchanything...Comesit

down...

Taylorsatdownanddrunkthejuice.Dawnnoticed

thebathroom door...ThankGod!Sheneededtopee...



Shestoodupandpushedthedooropenthenshe

frozelookingatOfentsesittingunderthedryshower

headwithherhandscuffedandclothonhermouth.

*

*

*

*

*
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Ofentsetriedtosaysomethingthroughhermuffled

mouth,themoreshemadethatsoundthescarierit

got...Nowsheremembered,thiswasthewoman

whokilledhersister...Butstill...WhatwasOdirile

planningtodo?Murder....Ifhecandothisimagine

whathewoulddoifsheherselfmadehim angry...

Fefe:(screamedangrilymuffled)Mmmmh...

Mmmh...

Sheheardfootstepsapproachingandclosedthe

doorbutwhensheturnedaroundOdirilewalkedin

andlockedeyeswithherholdingaplasticof

cashbuild.

Od:Whatareyoudoinginmyoffice?



Theboysturnedaroundandscreamedrunning

towardshim,hepickedtheyoungest...

Od:Heyguys...Gotothecar,grandpawilltakeyou

home.

Theboysranoutthenheclosedthedoorandangrily

walkedtothebathroom whereheopenedthedoor

andlookedatOfentsejusttomakesureshewas

stillthereandtied.Heclosedthedoorandangrily

turnedtoher...

Odirile:Whatareyoudoinginmyoffice?

Dawn:(shaking)Ijustwantedtopee

Odirile:Ididn'tsaythebathroom,I'm talkingabout

theoffice.Itwaslocked,howdidyougetinhere?

Andwhatwaswrongwithwaitinginthereception

area?IthassofasandaTVthatwoulddistractthe

boys.Thereisabathroom thereforthestaffand



guests!Youcouldhaveaskedmyfathertotakeyou

homeorevengetataxi!

Dawn:I'm sorry.I'llgetthekidsandgohome..

Herheartpoundedasshebentoverpickingherbag

andtheboysbagsthenshewalkedout.Hegrabbed

thebagsandpulled...

Odirile:Whatdidyouseeinthere?

Dawnturnedlookingathim butherheartpounded

soshecouldhardlyspeakorhearherselfthinkthen

shefeltsomethingwarm goingdownherlegs,she

lookeddownandpeefloweddownhershoesonthe

floor.Sheclampedupholdingitinandremovedthe

sweatershehadtiedaroundherwaistthenshe

droppeditoverthepeeasOdirilesteppedandsat

down...

Odirile:I'm sorry...



Shewipedherlegsandwalkedout..

Odirile:(guiltily)Wait...Dawn?

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedoutbutshewas

alreadywalkingoutthemaindoorcarryingTyler

whileholdingTaylorashisfatherfollowedthem.He

stoodbythewindowandwatchedthem driveoffas

afewotheremployeeslefttoo...

Hewalkedoutandknockedonthemanagersoffice

thenhewalkedin..

Odirile:Myofficehasallsortsofthings,nooneis

supposedtobeintherewithoutonmyabsence.

Manager:OhI'm sorry,ididn'tthinkofitinthat

manner.Ijustthoughtthey'dbecomfortableinthere

especiallywiththechildren.Ididn'twantthem using



thepublictoiletsincasetheyneededonesoo

unlockedeverythingforthem andleft.Iapologise.

Odirile:(sighed)It'sok.,

Themanagerswitchedoffthecomputerandtheair

conthenhepickedhiskeys..

Him:I'm knockingoff...Youshouldtoo.Youhave

kidsyoushouldn'tworklate

Odirile:YeahI'm abouttoleave

TheybothwalkedoutthenOdirilewalkedbacktohis

officeandclosedthedoor..

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirile'sfatherparkedthecarandgotouttoopen

thedoorfortheboys.Dawnquicklygotoutanddried



theleatherseatwiththeotherpartofhersweater

thenshewalkedinthehouseandwentstraightto

herroom whereshequicklychangedwhileOdirile's

fatherwastalkingtothehousehelper.

Therewasaknockonherdoor...

Him:Dawn?I'm going..

Sheopenedthedoorandsmiled..

Dawn:Eerra,thankyou

Him:IseverythingOK?Youdidn'tlookhappycoming

from hisoffice

Dawn:I'm fine.

Him:OK..Bye

Heturnedaroundandleftthensheclosedthedoor



andsatonthebedthoughtfully...Washegoingto

killher?Thismanwasmurderer...Yesitwaswrong

forhertokillSunnyandshewasangryaboutthat

toobuttomurder.Whathadshegottenherselfinto...

Ifshetoldanyonehe'dobviouslykillhertoo...Clearly

he'dfindherwhereversherantooaswell...

Shelaidonthebedandhuggedthepillow

thoughtfully...

Somewhere...

HourslaterOdirileunlockedthedoorandwalked

backtothecarwherehecarriedherintothehouse

andputherontheonlyplasticchairinthehouse

thenheremovedtheclothonhermouth...

Hewentbackforthechainandthepadlocksand

squattedtearingtheplasticsapart...



Fefe:Whatareyoudoing?

Odirile:I'm notgoingtoexplainanymorethanidid...I

toldyouiwantRiritopayforkillingmywife...Come

here

Shesteppedoverthenheputachainonherankle

andlockeditbeforetyinghertothepillar..

Odirile:You'rekilometresawayfrom thenexthome

sodon'ttryscreaming.Itwillbeofnouse...(pointed)

thattinycameraisconnectedtomyphoneand

monitorspI'llbewatchingyou..I'veinstalledtop

securitydevicessodon'ttryanything.Thischainis

longenoughforyoutowalkinthekitchenandcook.

I'llbecheckingonyouuntilimeetRiri...Youwon'tbe

gettingyourmedicationeither...Akerewarethatone

nightinjailiswhatcostmemywife?Soibelieve

tomorroworadayafterI'llmeetRiriifnotI'llbe

patientuntilsheishere.Thatfoodisallyouhaveso

eatthem carefully..



Ofentselookedatthefoodonthecounter...

Fefe:Youstilldon'tbelieveme...Icanfeelit.

Odirile:Ibelieveyouwerethere...Youcouldhave

stoppedit...Youhavethepowertodothatbut

maybeapartofyouknewmeofallpeoplewould

believeyouandyouthoughtmaybe...Justmaybe...

I'dactuallyconsiderus...Whichisaninsulttomy

wife...Idon'tthinkyouunderstandhowmuchpain

you'vecausedme...Iwenttobedeverynight

wonderingwhaticandotogetridofthispaininmy

heartandDawnalmostmademeacceptthingsand

trymovingonbuttodaywhenyouliedyourwayinto

myoffice...Igotit...

Fefe:Icamebecauseyouweren'ttalkingtome

Odirile:Youkilledmywifeandyou'renotgoingto

prison,whatdoyouexpect?I'm tryingtomoveon

andyoujustkeepshowinguptoremindmethati

wasstupidenoughtothinkyou'resafetobearound.

Listen...Iknowthatyouhaveapersonalitythatisok

andsweetbutican'tignoreapartofyouthat'sevil...



Whenyouhavecanceronyourfoot,thedoctorscut

yourfootsoitdoesn'tspreadthroughoutyourbody...

I'm goingtodojustthat...I'm goingtokillRiri...I

hopeyou'llfindawaytosurvivewhileI'm doingit...If

youdecidetogowithherthenI'llunderstand..

Shewon'tgetawaywithkillingmywife...I've

sentencedhertodeath.

Ofentseswallowedlookingathim

Fefe:

Odirile:Ihavetogootshositsengwana...

Helockedthedoorandsetthealarmssystems

linkedtohisphonethenhegotinthecaranddrove

off...

AtThamiso'sHouse...



LateronThamisostoodinthekitchenwatchinghis

childrenplayinthepool...WasOdirilerightabout

him walkingawayfrom hereverytimesheneeded

him..WhatifshewastellingthetruthaboutRiribut

thenwhatkindoflifewouldthatbe...Maybeitwas

betterthatway...WhatifRiriwokeuponedayand

decidedshewantedallofhisfivechildrendead...

HesighedandturnedaroundasCocowalkedinand

smiledastheyhuggedandkissed...

AtOdirile'sHouse....

LateronDawn'sheartskippedasOdirilewalkedin

thehousetellingthechildrentogettheirshoesand

gotograndma'shouse.Hisfootstepsapproached

herroom andheknockedbutshekeptquiet,he

openedthedoorandwalkedinwhilesheclosedher

eyeslikeshewassleeping.



Hegentlyfixedherskirtandpulledasheetoverher

them hewalkedout.Shecouldhearhim askingthe

helpernottocometoworkthewholeweekend,they

allleftthenshesighedandhurriedtotjelivingroom

whereshewatchedthecardisappearasthegate

slidclosed....

Shesatonherbedandsighedtryingtothinkof

somethingtodistractherself,sheclickedonamovie

andwatched..

Halfwaythroughthemoviesheheardthemaindoor

openthenOdirilewalkedinandknockedonher

room...

Dawn:Comein

Hewalkedinandsatontheedgeofherbedputting

hishandonherlegwhileshelaidonthebedholding

herphone.



Odirile:Hey.

Dawn:Hi..

Odirile:I'm sorryforsnappingatyou...Ididn'tmean

toscareyoulikethat.I'm verysorry...That'snotwho

iam andyoucanbesureaboutonething.I'dnever

putmyhandsonyou...Ijustlostitbecauseyousaw

somethingIdidn'twantyoutosee..

Dawn:Pleaselethergobecauseifyoudon'trelease

herI'm goingbackhomeandyou'llneverseeme

again.Idon'twanttoshareahousewithakiller.It's

ariskican'ttakeevenifilovemynephewsand

niece.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOdirile'sHouse...

Odirilesmiledlookingather,otobviouslytookmore

braverytoactuallysaythisandhecouldtellher

heartwaspoundingsheevenswallowed...

Odirile:Soyou'reOKwithwhatshedid?

Dawn:No,butifyoutakethelawintoyourhands

you'regoingtojailthenmecomingherewouldbe

pointless.I'vegivenupalottobehereforyou.

Shehadapointbutshewastooyoungto

understandhowdeeperthiswas.

Odirile:Youknowthatyou'llbeindangerright?



Dawn:Iknowit'sapossibilitybutitstilldoesn't

justifymurder.Youknowbetterthanthat.

Odirile:Ok,I'lllethergotomorrowwhenIgettowork.

Hepulleddownthesheetandtouchedherthigh

goinguplookinginhereyesforareaction.She

turnedherheadlookingawaythenheturnedher

chinandleanedoverkissingher...

Dawn'sheartpoundedashekissedher,shewasn't

sureifshewasdoingtherightthingandeventually

copiedwhathewasdoingtoherlipsanddidtohis

lips...

Hetookherphonefrom herhandandputitaside

thenhepulledherunderneathhim beforeleaning

overforakiss..Heleanedbackandpulledouther

skirtthenhetracedhishandsonherlittlethighs

goingupherflattummy..Heleanedoverandkissed

herasherubbedhisboneronher....



Dawn'sheartpoundedasshelaidtherebravelybut

throughhispantsshecouldhowbiggeritwas

gettingthemoreherubbedhimselfonher...He

pusheddownthewaistbandofhispantsand

droppedhisshinybulbousheadonher,sheliftedher

headandcamefacetofacewithitthenshegasped

andslidup...

Dawn:I'm onmyperiod...Ican't...

Odirilelookedathercalmly,healreadyknewshegot

herperiodweeksback...Actuallyshewasprobably

ovulatingwiththatmuchslim wettingherpanties

whenherubbedhimselfonher...Butthenhewasn't

abouttoforceher...Whenhewasdonemakinghera

womanshe'dbeconfinedtobedforacoupleof

hours...Soyeahithadtobeagreedupon.Heleaned

overandkissedher...



Odirile:You'renotonyourperiod...AndItwon'thurt,i

knowyou'rescared.

Dawn:Givemetime

Odirile:Ohicanpromisetodoitinawaythatyou

won'tevenknowithappened

Dawn:Whatdoyoumean?

Odirile:Icanpromisetodoitinawayyouwon'teven

knowithappened..

Dawn:(laughed)That'simpossible

Odirile:(laughed)It'spossible...Justpermitme...I've

actuallyalwayswantedtodoitbutneverhada

chance...Please..

Dawn:(laughed)Ok,butI'm tellingyouit's

impossible

Odirile:(smiled)I'm gladyousaidyes...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhesmiledand

pickedherup...Hewalkedinthekitchenandputher

down...



Odirile:TodayI'm cooking..

Dawn:Youknowhowtocook?

Odirile:(laughed)Yes,whywouldn'ti?

Dawn:Ok...I'llwaitandsee...

Odirile:Butaftercookingihavetogoandrelease

Ofentsefrom myoffice.WillthatbeOKwithyou?

Dawn:(smiledrelieved)Yeah,youcanevengonow..

Idon'twantyoutogetintrouble.

Odirile:Letmecookfirst..

Dawn:Ok..

HegrabbedthepotsandbeguncookingwhileDawn

broughthim theingredients...

AtOfentse'smothers...

LaterthateveningOfentse'smothersatbythefire



alonesippingacupoftea...She'dlostherdaughter,

husbandandnowshewasabouttoloseher

daughtertoamentalinstitution...Banswasworse..

Hewasaliveandsanebutalsoveryuseless...People

startedstealingtheircattlebuthedidn'tevencare

thoughheknewverywellshedidn'thavetheenergy

todoanything.Whatdidshedotodeservesucha

curse...Shelivedherwholelifewiththehopethat

onedayherchildrenwouldgrowupandchangeher

lifebutinsteadtheyturneditupsidedown...Butthen

thatdoctorhadcuredFefe...Shewasokforyears...

OrdidhereleaseRiri'sspiritjustbecausetheynever

wentbacktothankhim withsomemoney?

ShetookoutherphoneandcalledFefebutthere

wasnoanswer.Someoneappearedwiththebagsas

sheleanedbackfanningawaythesmoke...

Bans:Dumelang..

Shesmiledsurprisedandlookedathisbags..



Her:Baneedi?

Bans:(satdown)Icametohelptakecareofthe

cattle,I'm alsoplanningtoapplyfordipodisothatI

canstartmakingmoney.Maybemydaughterwon't

bethatbigbythetimeimakemoney...Thatwayi

cansupporther.

Her:I'm reallyproudofyou.

Fefe'smotherreceivedatextform Fefeandreadit.

Fefe:Mamaihavedecidedtogotoanothercountry

tostartmylifefrom thebeginning.Ican'tbelocked

upinamentalhospitalwithcrazypeoplebutI'm

alsoafraidforallmylovedones.Idon'twanttohurt

anyofyouespeciallymychildren.Iam sorryforall

thepainicausedeveryone.Keagoratamama.

ShefrownedandpassedBansthephone..



Her:Akoompadisehoo...Kemoutwasente?

Banstriedreadingbuthereceivedamessagetoo

andreadhisfirst...

LilSis:I'm sorryforthetroubleiputyouthrough.I

knowI'llnotbesenttojailbutialsobelievesince

you'veneverbeenintroubleyou'llbewarnedonly.I

am goingawayforaverylongtime.I'm doingthisto

protectallofyoufrom myotherpersonality.Ilove

you,kisses

Heturnedandlookedathismother....

AtFefe'sdungeon....

Odirilestoodbyfoldinghisarmswatchingheras

shetextedeveryonethenshereceivedacallfrom



hermother...

Fefe:Hello?

Her:Whereareyougoing?

Fefe:IfitellyouI'llgetyouintrouble

Bans:Fefeyou'renotmentallycapableoflivingina

foreigncountry

Fefe:(lookingatOdirile)I'vegivenmylifeto

someonewhowilltakecareofit.Itrusthim.Ihave

togo.Pleasekeeponcheckingmychildren.I've

writtenawillthatstatesthatyoutwoshouldgetmy

shareofthedivorcesettlement.Banspleasethisis

greatstartforyou...MamaI'veofferedThamiso

someofmysharesinexchangehewillbegivingyou

moneypermonthuntilyoudie.I'vejustsigned

everything.Goodbye.

Shecutthecallandsentothersthemessage,

Thamisosentamessage..



Thamiso:Thisisaveryreasonabledeal.Iam happy

becauseatleastiwon'tlosemyshares.I'llmake

sureipayyourmoney.Whereareyougoing?

Fefe: IfitellyouI'llhavetokillyou.

Thamiso:Ok,butanytimeyouwanttoseethekids

youcan.Icanevensendthem towhereveryou're.

Fefe:IknowbutI'm stilllearninghowtodealwith

RiriormaybesheispartofmeandI'llneverbeme.

I'm sorry...I'm happyCocoisagoodmother.

Sometimeswrarenotasgoodaswewishtobe.If

anotherwomancandoitbetterthensobeit.The

lastthingIwantistokilloneofmychildrenandnot

remember.

Thamiso:Iunderstand...

Odirilestaredatherassheputdownthephoneand

pickedallthepapersthenshehandedthem tohim.

Fefe:Hereyougo.....



Hegotthepapersandputthem inthekitchen

counter,Fefetookadeepbreathandsighedleaning

againstthepillarwithachainonherankle...

Fefe:Whatnow?

Odirilefoldedhisarmsandsighed...

Odirile:WewaitforRiri..

Fefe:Whatifshenevercomes?

Odirile:Shewill,shekilledmywife...Shehasto

showup..I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Fefe:Goodnight..HowisDawn?

Odirile:Don'teversayhername...Okalela.

Fefe:Sorry...

Hegrabbedthefilesandwalkedoutthenhelocked

up.Fefegrabbedtheblanketbutshegotdizzy



beforesittingandfelldown.

MeanwhileoutsideOdirileapproachedthecarand

checkedhispockets,heleftthecarkeysinside..

Heunlockedthedoorandwalkedbackin,hewalked

pastFefewhileshelayontjefloorthenhegrabbed

hiscarkeysbythecounterandwalkedpastheras

shegotup...

Fefelookedaroundconfusedandlookedathim,the

confusioninhereyesstoppedhim onhistrackthen

helookedather...

Fefelookedatthechainonherankleandlookedat

him...

Hestaredatherforawhilewithoutsayinganything

thenheputhisthingsbackinthekitchen.Itwason!



Helockedthedoorthenhefoldedthesleevesofhis

muscletopandsquattednexttoherasheunlocked

herpadlock.

*

*

*

*
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Atthedungeon....

Hestaredatherforawhilewithoutsayinganything

thenheputhisthingsbackinthekitchen.Itwason!

Helockedthedoorthenhefoldedthesleevesofhis

muscletopandsquattednexttoherasheunlocked

herpadlock.

Fefe:Whatam idoinghere?

Odirile:Comehere

Fefe:No...

ShewentforthedoorandturnedthekeyasOdirile

grabbedherfrom behindandpushedheronthefloor,

shefellonherstomachhittingherhiponthefloor

thenOdirilelockedthedoorandslidthekeysinhis



pocket.

Odirile:YouthinkI'm playingwithyou...

Hewalkedoverandsteppedonherheadwitha

sneakerexertingmoreweightasheleanedover

squashingherhand...

Odirile:Isthisthehandthatkilledmywife?Uh?Uh?

Fefescreamedandtappedonhisfoottryingto

pushitoffashestoodonherhandandfinally

steppedback.Shegaspedandpickedherhandup

puttingitonherchestasshecried...

Odirile:Riri?

Shecarriedoncryingthenhegrabbedherbythehair



anddraggedhertothebathroom wherehepicked

herupandplacedheronthebathroom counter

beforesteppingbackwithhiseyeslockedonhers..

Odirile:Lookatme...I'm talkingtoyou...Ririright?

Riri:(tearfully)Yes..

Odirile:Whathappened?

Shetearfullylookedinhisangryeyesasherheart

pounded..

Odirile:Whathappened?

Shejustlookedathim,angerfilledhim upashe

slappedheracrossthefaceandgrabbedherneck

chokingher...

Odirile:Ihaveallthetimeintheworld...Thanksto



youihavetime.Iwanttoknowwhatyoudidtomy

wife...

Hereleasedherneckandsteppedbackangrily

lookingather...

Riri:I'm sorry...

Heslappedheragainandshealmostslippedoffthe

counter,hepushedherbackupandsherubbedher

bloodynose...

Odirile:Riri?Whathappenedtomywife?mmh?

HepinchedhisTshirtfrom behindandpulleditout

remainingshirtlessthenhetookoffhispantsand

threwthem outonthefloorbythepassage.He

closedthedoorandturnedtoher...



Odirile:Iam goingtotortureyouuntilyoutellme

whathappenedtomywifedowntothelastdetail...I

havenowifesowecantakethewholenightifyou

want.

Sherubbedherbloodynoseandsniffled.,Odirile

grabbedtheshowerhoseandturnedthetapon

splashingherwithwater...

Odirile:Washyourface...

Shewashedherfacegraspingashesplashedheron

thefacecontinues...

Odirile:Takeoffyourclothes...(shetriedtoget

down)Don'tgetsdown,apolaokotamecounter...

Shetookoffallherclothesandremainednude,he

pickedherclothesandthrewthem outside...



Odirile:Starttalking...

Sherubbedthewateroffherfaceasheturnedoff

thewater...

Riri:Icutherwithapieceofbottlethenipulledher

skinapartandpulledthebabyout...

Odirilelookedather...

Riri:Thebabycriedandiknewshewasoksoiput

herasideandgrabbedapieceofwoodwhichiused

todig...Sunshinewasn'tmovingsoiknewshewas

dead...

Odirile:Shewasn'tdead!Youburiedheralive!



Ririlookedbackathim astearsfilledhereyes...

Riri:IdugforhoursandputSunshineintheni

coveredherup.Igotthebabyandwalkedtothe

hospitalbutonthewayinoticedshestoppedcrying

andbreathing.Iwenttothenearestbinandputher

inaShopriteplasticbagandleftherinsidethebin.

Odirile:Butwhywouldyouhurtmelikethat?Itried

toloveyou..

Riri:(tearfully)Iknow....Iknow...Iwantedtolove

youtoobutFefewouldn'tletme...Shetook

medicationthatwouldjusttakemeout...I'dstay

daysormonthswithoutgettingup...Iwaspowerless

becausewhenshetakesmedicationibecomeweak,

wedon'ttalk...I'm sorryforhurtingyou...Ijust

wantedtobewithyou...Shewasstandingbetween

us...Thatnightwastheonlyopportunityihadtodo

whatFefewantsandiwhatiwanted...Shewanted

tomakesureThamisowasokandijustcouldn't

waittobewithyou...Wetalkedinthecell.Itoldher



whatiwantedbutshewastootiredtoevenhear

me....Ifeltignored...Iloveyou...Iknowihurtyou

butIcantakecareofyou...

Sheslowlysliddownthecounterasmorewater

droppedthenshewalkedovertohim andtriedto

touchhisbeardbutheslappedherhandoffhisface

andclosedthetoiletseat.Hesatdownandburied

hisfacebetweenhishandsasRiristoodby...

Riri:I'm sorry

Fefe:Don'ttouchhim...

Riri:IjustwanttomakesureheisOK

Fefe:Don'ttouchhim,you'vedoneenough.Just

don'tsayanything.

Odirileleanedbackandwatchedherasshetalkedin

differenttones,herheadtwitchingandseeing

throughsosve.Hereachedforthetapandturnedit

onastjetubfilledup...



Fefe:Icannotbelieveyouthat,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Riri:Youmademedothis...Youcouldn'tmakeup

yourmind.OnetimeyouwantOdirileandwheni

finallywarm uptohim youwantThamisothenyou

keepmelockedupindrugged,icouldn'tbarelyhear

myselfthink...

ThetubfilledupandOdirileclosedthetapthenhe

turnedlookingatherasshetalkedaloneusing

differentvoices,hegrabbedherandpushedherin

thetub,herheadhittheedgeofthetubandshe

slippedinthewaterwater.Odirilesatinthetuband

pushedherfacedownasbubblespoppedtothetop

ofthewater...

*

*

*

*
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Atthedungeon...

Odirilestaredatherasshestoppedstruggling,as

muchashesobadlywantedtokeepherlonger

knowingFefewouldbegonedidn'tseem fair.He

pulledherheadoutandpickedherupthenhe

carriedhertothebedroom...

Heputheronthefloorandputapillowunderneath

herneckbeforesittingonthebed.Hegothisclothes

andsatdownpressinghisphone...Somuchpain

filledhiswholechestashelookedatavideoof

Sunshineturningaroundinhermaternitydresswith

asmile...Tearsfilledhiseyesandhedrewinairand

rubbedhistears...Itwasevenhardtoknowhecan't

doanythingaboutbecausepartofhim didn'twant

Fefedead...



Fefegraspedandsatupcoughingwaterasshe

pushedherhairbackandcoughedlookingatOdirile,

shecaughtsighthim rubbinghistearsandkept

quiet...

Sheslowlystoodupasherheadachedlikeshe

neverfeltbefore,shelimpedandflinchedlookingat

him...

Fefe:Ineedamirror

Odirile:(rubbedhistearslookingaway)Youcango

tothebathroom.

Shelimpedtothebathroom andlookedatherself

thenshewashedherfaceandlimpedtothekitchen

wheresheslicedmangoandwalkedback...

Fefe:Hereyougo...



Sheputtheplatebesideshim thenshewalked

aroundthebedandsatonthefloorwithherback

againstthewalllookingupathim ashesatinfront

ofher...Sheflinchedandfoldedherlegsthenshe

tookadeepbreathlookingathim..

Fefe:IfeelbetterwhenI'm notmedicated...Thetruth

ispsychosismedicinesmakelifehorrible...Mostof

thetimeyouremotionsandthoughtsare

suppressed...TodayifeellikeI'm myselfagain

thoughigottohearRiri...Iknowshedoesn'texist...I

knowsheisinmyheadandwhatevershedoesi

actuallydidit...WhenyouhaveDIDitsnoteasyto

reachthatstagebutidid...I'm sosadtoseethe

amountofpainoficaused.Knowingthatican't

bringbackSunshinereallyhurtsme...Idon'twantto

seeyoucry....

Odirile'seyesitchedandhelookeddown

swallowing...



Fefe:YoulovemeOdirile...IcanseeitandI'm very

sadthatitookawaysomethingsodeartoyou...I'm

sorrythatineverchoseyou...It'sadecisionI'llregret

mywholelifebecauseyouweretheonlypersonin

theworldwhounderstoodmebutI'm gladihavea

chanceagain...Thistimeichooseyouover

everythingbecauseyou'retheonlypersonwho

knowshowtobesafearoundme...Iknowyoudon't

wantmetobelockedupinLobatse,that'swhy

you'reputtingmeinhere...Youdon'twanttokillme...

YouwishitwaspossibletokillRiributsinceitsnot

thisistheonlyoptionandicomply...Iwantyourlove

andI'm goingtoloveyouthebestwayican...I'm

sorrydoingthistoyou...

Odirile'sfrownedastearsfilledhiseyes,Fefegotup

andstoodbetweenhislegsasshepulledhishead

onherstomachandhuggedhim rubbinghishead

whilehesatonthebed.



Heputhisarmsaroundandhuggedhertightlyas

tearsrolleddownhiseyes,she'dtakenawayso

muchfrom him andyethecouldn'tstayangryforso

long.HecouldonlyimaginethebetrayalSunshine

sawlookingdown...

Shesteppedbackandpushedhisbackonthebed

thenshegotontopandkissedhim,hisbulbous

expandedasshesatonitwithherwarm flesh..

Heflippedherdownandgotupthenhegrabbedhis

pantsandputthem on...

Odirile:IwantyoutestedforSTDsfirst,idon'tthink

I'lluseacondom withDawnandiwouldn'twantto

passheranything.....

Ofentsesmiledlookingathim..



Fefe:Ok...YoushouldgetmeaTVsoicanhave

somethingtoentertainmeuntiliseeyouagain.I

wantNetflix.

Odirile:Ok,I'llworksomethingout..(walkedoverand

lookedathernose)Howareyoufeeling?

Fefe:Ihaveaheadache

Odirile:I'llbringyousomething...

Hetookoutthekeysandwalkedoutasshefollowed

him.Shestoppedbythechainandsmiledpicking

thepadlock...

Fefe:You'reforgettingsomething..Wecan'ttrust

Fefe...Idon'twanthertoruinthis.

Hepausedlookingatherthenhewalkedbackand

shackledher,hestoodupandsighedlookinginher

eyesthenheleanedoverandhuggedher...



Odirile:Iwishicouldhelpyougetridofthis..

Fefe:Youalreadydidenough...I'm justhappyyou

canalwaystalktoRiri..Atleasttodayiwasableto

talktoheraftersolong.Don'tworry...Thisiswhati

need...Idon'tneedajailormentalhospital...Ineed

you...Andonlyyoubecauseyou'renotindanger.

Youunderstandhowtolovemewithoutlettingme

hurtyou...ImeanididhurtyouwithSunshinebut

nowyouknowbetterandyou'reprotectingeveryone

includingDawnandmyself.

Odirile:Don'tbetooquicktocomplimentme,Istill

don'tlikeRiriandsheisgoingtogivemesenekese

neelwafreelygosenadipuo,anytimeiwalkinherei

expectsomekindofhealingorcompensation.Tota

helashehasbasicallysoldherrighttosayno...

Yourstoo.Thereareconsequencesforevery

decision.You'returningmecoldbutIwashuman

again...Bythewayifanythinghappenstomeyou'll

dieinhere...Goodnight.

Fefe:Youdon'tunderstand...Seeingyoueverydayis

alliwant.Goodnight,drivesafely...Don'tforget,i

needtheTV.



Odirile:Bye

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

AtOdirile'sHouse....

LaterthatnightDawnleanedoverthecountertalking

tohersisteronvideocallwhileheslicedfruitsfor

theblendingmachine...

Dawn:(smiled)Ikindofunderstand...Heisnotbad

becausewhenishowhim wrongheseesit...You

knowhewasgoingtohurtherbuthelethergo.

Her:Idon'tunderstandwhat'swrongwithyou,you

shouldhavelethim killher..Shedeservesit.

Dawn:Sometimesforgivenessgivesyoumore

peace,ifhekillsherhe'llendupinjailandthe

childrenwillsuffer.IwantboTaylortogrowupwith

inproperfamily.Ican'treplaceSunnybuticantryto



givethem whatshewouldhave.MaybeI'm taking

thisadultingthingserious..

Her:Youhaveapointbutsometimesit'sbestto

revenge...Itmakesyoufeelgoodandbetter...

Dawn:Sunnywouldn'tbehappyaboutthat..

Her:Haveyoutwo....?Youknow....

Dawn:No,thismanisjustweirdlookingdownthere...

Notlikekeamorogabuthisdickisjustweird,looks

likeitwouldcracksomebody...Ithasahead...

Her:(laughed)Don'tgivemedetailsplease...Iwant

tobeabletokeeprespectingmybrotherinlaws...

Sunnyneversaidanythingorcomplainedsoitcan't

bethatbad.

Dawn:Hesaidhewilldoitandiwon'tfeelanything...

HejustaskedmeifitwasOKlikethatandIsaid

yes...(laughed)heiscrazyifhethinkshecansex

mewiththatthingandiwon'tfeelathing.

Her:Heidilotsalonadiweird,abeodumelahela?

Whatifheactuallymeansitlikeliterallydoingit

whileyoucan'tfeelit?



Dawn:(laughed)Iknowit'simpossible...Anditit

waspossibleI'doptforthatbecauseheisjusttoo

bigformebutiknowit'simpossible.(carstopped

outside)heishere,goodnight

Her:Goodnight

Shehungupandputthefruitsintheblenderas

Odirilewalkedin.Heapproachedfrom behindand

huggedherthenhekissedherneckandsighed

holdingherdearly..

Odirile:Dawn?

Dawn:Rra?

Odirile:Thankyouforbeingpartofmylife..

Dawn:(blushed)Ok,andthankyoufornotbeing

aggressiveandputtingmeunderpressure

Odirile:Canihavewater?

Shegotofffrom hisarmsandgrabbedtheglass



thenshestoodbythewaterdispenserwhilehetook

outsomethingandemptieditintheblenderthenhe

shovedthepaperbackinhispocketanddrunkthe

water.Dawnblendedonemoretimeandfilledher

smoothyglass...

Dawn:Wanttotaste?

Odirile:No,

Hewalkedinthelivingroom andfixedtheircouch...

Actuallyhedroppedthecushionsonthefluffycarpet

thenhemovedawaythefurnitureandclickedon

netflix...

Dawnwalkedoverwithhalfofherglassandsat

downputtingapillowonherlap.Odirilejoinedher

andleanedagainstthecouchthenheplacedher

littlelegsoverhislap...Headmiredherfeetandlegs

caressingherthighsandfinallylookedatherstring

top...Hegentlytwistedhernippleasitpointed



underneaththetop.

Dawn:(smiledandpushedhishand)Stop...Let's

watchamoviewenaokatswaoratagodira

Odirile:(laughedoutloud)Godiraeng?

Dawnlaughedashereyelidsworkedslower,sheput

downtheemptyglassandlaiddownlookingatthe

moviewhileOdirilegentlymassagedherfeetand

rubbingthemiddleofhersoles...

Dawn:(laughedashereyesclosed)Iliketheway

youmassagemyfeet...I'veneverhadafoot

massagebefore..

Hegentlyputdownherfeetandkneltbetweenher

legskissingher.

Odirile:Thereismorewherethatcamefrom...



Shesmiledslowlyandputherarmsoverhis

shoulders..

Dawn:Ifeelsleepy...SorryifI'm suchabore.I'lltry

hardertomorrow

Odirile:(putafingeronherlips)Shhh....Closeyour

eyesandsleep...

Helaidheronherbackproperlyasherbodyfinally

gaveinandwentoutcompletely.

Odirile:(softly)Babe?Babe?

Odirileslowlypulledoutherclothesuntilshewas

nudeandboywasshesexy.

Heranhishandfrom herthighgoinguptoher



breastandkissedherwhilesqueezingherbreast,he

leanedbackandliftedherlegsputtingthem overhis

shouldersthenheleanedoverandgentlysucked,so

clean...Suchahygieniclittlepussy...hehadto

prepareitbecausehewasabouttofeastandwith

noonetolimithowdeeporhowmanytimeshehad

togetherreallyready,ofcoursehisheartpounded

morethanusual...Hewastooanxioustodipin...It

hadbeenoveramonthsinceheoffloaded,heput

herlegsdownandpulleddownhispantsthenhe

leanedoverherunconsciousbodyholdinghis

bulbousand#Removed....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOdirile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningDawnwokeupinOdirile'sbed

whilehelaidnexttoherasleep...Shelifterthe

sheetsandshewasnude,shequicklycovered

herselfandlookedathim stillsleeping...

Dawn:(whispered)RragweTaylor?

Odirileopenedhiseyesslowlyandlookedather,

whatwaswrongwiththisgirl?"RragweTaylor"really?

Odirile:Odirile,ODifit'stoolongorOdd..Rragwe

Taylorkeengmogonnaphakelaokana?



Shepausedforamoment,probablytryingto

practiceaddressinghim withhisfirstname...

Dawn:(lookedatherselfunderneathandcovered

again)Didyou?

Odirile:(smiledcalmly)Yeah...You'rethesweetest

pussyI'veeverhad...Sinceyoursister...

Dawn:Wasthatsupposedtomakemefeelbetter?

Odirile:(laughed)I'm justsharingwithyoumy

experience

Dawn:Didyouputsomethingonmysmoothy?It's

thelastthingidrunk.

Odirile:Brilliant...

Dawn:Didicryorwasijustdead?

Odirile:(smiled)Youwerecryingwalkingaroundthe

housewhileiwaspluggedonyoufrom behind...

Dawn:(laughed)Wafosanothinghappened,iwould

feelmything..

Odirile:Whyareyousosurenothinghappened?



Dawn:BecausewhenI'vehadaneroticdream iwake

upwetandthrobbing.

Odirileturnedandpinnedhiselbowrestingtheside

ofhisheadlookingather...Whywasthisfunny...He

laughedlookingatherasshespoke...

Dawn:Tellthetruth..

Odirile:Ifuckedyouhardunlessyou'resayingihave

adickthesizeofafinger.

Dawn:WhatiknowisthatI'dbesick..Wafosagawa

dirasepe...

Odirile:Irecordedit...

Shesmiledlookingathim doubtfully...

Dawn:Wafosa.



Heleanedoverlyinghisheavybodyoverherashe

pickedthephonethenhehandedittoher.

Dawn:PINkemang?

Odirile:Letmeunlockforyou

Dawn:(movedthephoneaway)Ngng...Giveme

yourpassword.

Odirile:Dawnnow

Dawn:What?

Odirile:ThepasswordisDawnspacenow.

Dawn:Meaning?

Odirile:Idon'twanttoholdontowhatiusedtohave,

I'm tryingtohandlewhatihavenowformysanity.I

wanthersoultorestinpeace.

Dawn:Ok...

Sheunlockedthephonewhilehestaredatherlips,

heleanedoverandbabykissedherasshesmiled



andclickedonthevideo..

Dawn:Ifyoudidsomethingnkagotshaba...

Sheclickedonthevideoandfrownedwatchinghim

layontopofherandrubherclictthenheseemedto

thinksittingonhisheelsbeforepickingherhandand

usingitinstead...

Shelaughedwatchinghim closehiseyesandcum..

Dawn:Thisislikewatchingporn...Youcanmake

moneyasapornstar...Whogetsoffanunconscious

body.

Odirile:Iactuallywanttodomorethanjustthat...

Justthatifeltguiltybecauseitsyourvirginityandi

hearitsabigdealforwomen.Thoughtmaybeyou

mightwanttogiveitsomeoneyoutrulylove

Dawn:Youdon'tthinkiloveyou?



Odirile:Youwereforcedintomybed...Webothknow

that...Eventhoughireallywanttodothattoyoui

can'thelpwonderifyoutrulywantthis...Gapeke

itsegorewantshaba.Ihaven'tdoneagoodjobin

charmingyou...I'm alsoawarethatihavesick

fantasiesandhighexpectationswhenitcomesto

sex.Thewaykebonangkatengyou'regoingto

leaveme.I'm honestlyafraidtoopenmyheartand

loveyoubecauseyou'reyoungandyouhaven't

experiencedanything...Whenyoudiscoveryourself

you'regoingtohurtme.I'vebeenhurtbefore.

Dawn:Theproblem isthatyou'remaking

assumptionsbasedonmyage...You'rebasically

sayingyoudon'tloveme,you'reafraidtolove

becauseyouthinkI'llleaveyouoneday...Iwon'tdo

that.

Dawnbroughtthephoneclosertoherearand

listenedtohim murmur..

Dawn:Neocummerorengne?



Odirile:(laughednotsurewhathesaid)Tisa

Dawn:(laughed)Wait..

Sheincreasedthevolumeandhemuttered"Fefe"as

hecame..Sheturnedandlookedathim asthesmile

onhislipsworeoff...

Dawn:Yougotoffthinkingabouther?Didyoueven

lovemysister?

Odirile:Whatwasisupposedtodo?getoff

imaginingacorpse?Ididn'tevensayFefeiwas

tryingtosayfuckandbecauseiwascomingisaid

thatftwice...

Dawn:You'resayingFefe

Odirile:WhywouldIsayhername?Deecomeon...I

wasontopofyou

Dawn:Ican'tbelieveyoucheatedonme

emotionally...Ireallythoughtthiswouldbemuch

betterbecauseitwasfoundedbeforeourparents.



Sheputthephonedownandpickedherclothesby

thefloorbeforeputtingthem onwhileOdirilegotoff

thebedandgrabbedherhandbeforeshecould

leave...

Odirile:Don'tyouthinkyou'reoverreacting?Wehave

neverreallyhadarealconversationsincewego

lockedupinhere...Thisisthefirsttimeweactually

talkaboutourfeelings...Itoldyouthetruthgorei

havebeenavoidingtoletmyselfloveyou..Igaveyou

areasonbutnowihearyoursideofthestory...

You'veneverreallysharedyourthoughtswithme..

Youdidn'tevenwanttohavesexandiwasn'tsureif

iwasdoingwhatwewouldbeOKwithoritwouldbe

rapetoyou.

Dawn:Idon'tcarewhatyoudidbuticarethatyou

saidhername...Thatsaysalotaboutthedeepest

desiresinyourheart.Imaybeyoungerthanyoubut

I'm notanidiot.Canipleasego...



Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout.Odirileputon

hisclothesthenheknockedonherdoorwhileshe

wascryinginside.

Odirile:Dawn?Lotollaketsene..

DawnbTsamayarrakogoOfentse,bringherhereso

wecanseehowthatworksout.

Odirile:Fefeisnevergoingtocomenearthechildren

oryou...Openthedoorthemmakeakopa...How

aboutwebothtakeashowerandgotothemall?5k

shoppinglimit..

Sheopenedthedoorsmilingwithreddishtearyeyes,

besteppedinandpickedherupkissingherasshe

smiledshyly....

Atthedungeon...

MeanwhileFefesmiledlyingonthecouchchained



tothepillarwhileRiriturnedontheBluetoothmusic

speaker,shebitherlowerlipandsmiledlookingat

hertwinasAvaMax'sSweetbutapsychoplayed...

Ririshookherheadsidetosidesnappingherfingers

thenshesmiledatFefesoshecouldstandupand

dancebutshelaughedanddeclined.Ririwalkedover

andgrabbedbothofherhandsthenshestoodup

andjumpedalongastheirhairwiggled...

Both:(singing)

Oh,she'ssweetbutapsycho

Alittlepsycho

Atnightshe'sscreamin'

"I'm-ma-ma-maoutmymind"

Oh,she'shotbutapsycho



Soleftbutshe'sright,though

Atnightshe'sscreamin'

"I'm-ma-ma-maoutmymind"

Thegirlsdancedsingingalongloudlyuntilshe

couldn'tbreathanymore,Fefewalkedinthe

bathroom asthechaindraggedalong,shegrabbeda

drinkandwalkedbacktothecouchwhereRiriwas

lyingwaitingforher...

Riri:Imissedyou...

Fefe:Imissedyoutoo...

Riri:I'm sorryigotyouintotrouble..

Fefe:Itcan'tbeworsethanwhathappenedthenight

yougotattacked...

Theyleanedoverandhugged,thedooropenedthen

anursewalkedin...



Nurse:HiRiri,come...It'stimetoseethedoctor.

FefelookedatRiri..

Riri:Canyoucomewithme?

Fefe:ButI'm chained...

Riri:Thechainislongenough...

Nurse:Riri?Let'sgo...

FefestoodupandfollowedRiriandthenurse,itwas

weird...Ofcourseshehadneverseentheoutsideof

thishousesinceOdirilelockedherinhere,shenever

knewitwassuchabighouse....Shedidn'tevenknow

therewereotherpeopleandasshewalkedpast

everyonewearingcolorteal(green)itdidn'tmake

sensewhyeveryonewaswearinglikeherselfandher

sister.Thenurseopenedthedoorandshewalked



in....HerfacelitupasshelockedeyeswithOdirile...

Buthewasinawhitecoatlikehewassomekindof

adoctor...

Odirile:Sitdown..

SheslowlysatdownandnoticedRiriwasn'taround,

thedoorclosedandsheturnedlookingatOdirileas

heleanedoverandputhisarmsonthedesk..

Odirile:Hi,Refentse...I'm DrPheto,youstill

remembermeright?I'm heretodoyourmental

healthassessmentforthisyear.

Fefejuststaredathim confused....

*

*

*
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Somewhereunknownyet....

Fefe:Odirile?

Odiriletookadeepbreathandsighedleaningback.

Hepickedthevoicerecorderandnoteddownwhile

speaking...

Odirile:Patientshowsnoimprovement,stillrefersDr

PhetoasOdirile,analterwhoapparentlywasonce

wasasecurityguardbutturnedtobusinessowning

asecuritycompanyinMaun.

Heputdowntherecorderandsighedlookingat

Fefe...



Fefe:OdirilewhyareyoucallingmeRiri?

Him:MynameisDrPheto.....You'reRefentse

Maphane,youkilledyouridenticaltwinsisterinafit

ofragewhenyouwere20yearsold.Accordingto

thepolicereportshehaddatedyourdaughter's

fatherwhileyouwerestillconfinedinthehouse.He

deniedbeingthefatherofthebabyandleftyou...you

spenttimetryingtoprovehewasthefather.You

workedinanInternetCaféandmadeenoughmoney

todoaDNAtestbutwhenyouwenttohishouseto

delivertheresultshewaswithyourtwinsister.You

pouredfuelaroundthehouseandsetitonfire...

BothThamisoandOfentsediedinthatfire.Youlater

hungyourdaughterbytheneckuntilshediedand

triedtokillyourself..Buttheymanagedtogetyou

down.Thejudgeorderedthatyoubetakenfor

mentalhealthassessmentandyouwerediagnosed

withDID.Yougrewupinahomebutsocialworkers

reportshowedyou'vealwaysbelievedyouhave

parentsandabrotherbutsinceyouwereharmless

totheotherchildrentheydidn'ttakeitseriously.At



thetimeofyourtrialyouwerediagnosedwithhaving

3personalities,whichwebelievewasyourcoping

mechanism aftersuchatraumaticevent.

Throughouttheyearswehaverecordedmore

personalitiesfrom youunderourcare...

Fefe:(tearfully)That'snottrue...MynameisOfentse

notRefentse..Ican'tbemyeviltwin...and..(looked

around)Youbroughtmeinherebecauseyoudidn't

wantmetogetintomoretroublebecauseRirikilled

yourpregnantwife...

DrPheto:I'm notmarriedandidon'tknowyou

outsideofthesewalls.Youhavedissociative

personalitydisorder,youhaveover30personalities

wehaverecordedsofar.Youhavesomanypeople

inyousometimesit'shardfornursestogetyouoff

bedandsinceyourmentalhealthstatusisn't

improvingyoumightstayinhereforanother15

yearsortherestofyourlife.YourmainalterisFefe,

Odirile,Thamiso,yourparentswhom youhavenever

evenmetbecauseyougrewupinahome,youhave

anotherpersonalityofagayiforgethisname..Bubu,

(sighedpeelingherpastpageslookingather



sessionreport.Refentse?

Her:Yes?

DrPheto:Tellmeaboutyourexperiencesofar?I

needtoknowhowyou'redoing...Doyoueverthink

aboutmurder?HasOdirilekilledanyonesincehe

killed...(turnedthepage)SincehekilledThamiso's

father??

Sheshookherhead..

DrPheto:Speak.

Shelookedatthedoctorandsighedlookingathis

notebookthenshelookedattherecorder...

Refentse:No,hehasn'tkilled...

DrPheto:Areyousure?Becauseyousoundedso

sureiwasOdirileagain..



Refentse:Iam recoveringsosometimesit'shardto

differentiatebetweenthethingsicreatedinmyhead

andtherealworld..

DrPheto:(noteddown)That'sverytrue...Christmas

isaroundthecorner,what'syourwish?

Refentse:Iwanttoknowthedifferencebetween

realityandtheworldthatexistsinmyhead..

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedatthedoctor,he

wasagoodlookingmananditwouldbenicetohave

alifewithhim...Orjustanormallife...

Refentse:Idon'tknowmyself...Idon'tknowwhoi

am rightnow...

DrPheto:Whodoyoufeellikerightnow?

Refentse:Ifeellikemynameis...

Sheleanedoverandbeguncryingasthedoctorsat

therelookingather...



Refentse:Iam Refentse...Ijustwanttogetoutof

here.Whatdoyoukeepwritinginthatlittlebook?

DrPheto:Justthings..(sighed)Ok,thiscompletes

oursession..

Refentse:Areyoulettingmeout?

DrPheto:I'm justthedoctor,onlythejudgecan

orderforyourrelease.

Refentse:Am ihealthy?Iwanttogoseemy

children...

Thedoctorlookedatherdisappointedandpressed

thebutton,thedooropenedthenanursewalkedin..

Nurse:HiRiri...Let'sgo...Orwhatshouldicallyou

today?

Shestoodupinheruniform...



Refentse:I'm Fefe..Canigooutside?

Nurse:Sure,noproblem.

Shewalkedoutofthebuildingandlookedaround

theyardasmorepeopleinthesameuniform walked

aroundher.Shestilldidn'tunderstandhowshe

endedupherewhenshewasdancingatthehouse

waitingforOdirile...

Shewalkedtowardsthefenceandheldthediamond

mashlookingatthepeoplepassingby...School

childrenwalkedbyandshoutedbeforerunning...

Children:Ditsenwa!Ditsenwa!

Anadultwalkinginfrontofthem stoppedand

turned...



Her:Sabranagaeleronelelona...Behaveyourselves.

Ifyou'recaughtharassingthementalpatientsyou'll

getintrouble...

Thechildrenkeptquietandwalkedaway,she

watchedasthetrainpassedbyandturnedaround

sittingonthegroundwithherbackagainstthefence.

TherewasnotraininMaun...Wherewasshe?A

memoryofherdaughterkickinghangingbytheneck

flushedthensheclosedhereyestearfullyandslowly

openedthem withaslowlysmileasshefoundher

backinthehouse.Odirileunlockedthedoorand

walkedinthenshestoodupandhuggedhim

jumpingupanddown...

Meanwhilethetwodoctorssteppedoutofthe

buildingwith2othernurses,DrPhetostoppedand

lookedatRifiasshelaidonthegroundsmilingand

talkingalone.Hesighedandcarriedonwalking..

Doctor2:Idoubttherewilleverbeanimprovement



DrPheto:Ifitwasn'ttheviolentcharactersinher

headshe'dprobablygohome.Odirile,Scavengerand

Ririarehermostviolentalters.

Nurse:(laughed)Kgantelewhenit'stimetoeatshe

willbesayingsheishavingdinnerwithOdirile.He

soundslikeacharmerboypersonality.

DrPheto:Quitesadthatsomeonecanliveintheir

ownworldlikethat.Makesyouwonder...Whatreally

isacrazyperson?Theirworldissoreal..Wesee

them walkingnakedortalkingtothemselvesandwe

thinkthey'recrazywhileinfacttheytrulyhearthose

voicesandseethosethings..intheirworldthey're

happy.ThereisonementalpatientinMaunwho

walksonthemiddleoftheroadholdingastickas

thesteeringwheelbecauseinhismindheisdriving.

Heevenstopsatthetrafficlightsandcarsevenstop

forhim...Everytimeiseehim ithinkofRiriandhow

shesometimesseemstointoherworld.Whatifwe

justdon'thavetheeyestoseetheirworldandif

anyonetooktheirtimetowriteabookabout

everythingthey'reseeingitcouldactuallybeaworld

thatmakessense.Itcouldactuallyexplainthe



unexplainable...whatifalthesepeopleshetalks

aboutOdirile,Thamiso,Dawn,everyone...Whatifit's

actuallysomethinginterestinganditneeds

someonetolistenandtakeusintothemindofa

mentallychallengedperson...

Thedoctorsgotinthecarandsatdown,DrPheto

sighedthoughtfully...

DrPheto:Refentseisareallyinterestingpatient.Her

worldseemssoreal...Iwanttoputitintoabook

usingalltheweeklyreportsfrom herpsychiatrist.

Theotherdoctorlookedathim andsmiledashe

droveoff...

Him:Itwouldbeinteresting...Whatwouldthetitlebe?

Dissociativeidentitydisorder?

DrPheto:No,thatwouldgiveitawaytoosoonand

thereaderwouldloseinterestknowingthey'reliving



orseeingthingsfrom theeyesofDIDpatient...How

aboutUnexplainable?

Him:Soundsgreat.

Hejoinedtheroadanddroveoff...

**THEEND**

Thankforyoursupport.Itwasn'teasytowritea

psychothrillerasitwasmyfirstinthisgenreandI'm

gladwereachedtheendtogether.Iloveyouand

thankyou.Staytunedforyournextbook!


